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December V 




RUNNING SUMMARY OF SITUATION 


The war opened with the attack of Japanese aircraft 
on Oahu. When the first Japanese aircraft attacked 
Pearl Tarbor about 0750 LOT, forces were distributed 
as follows: 

Task Force Three - INDIANAPOLIS, 5 DMS - at 
Johnston Island. 

Task Force Twelve (composed of units usually 
part of Task Force Three) - LEXINGTON, 

Crudiv Four less LOUISVILLE, 5 DD - about 
500 miles southeast of Midway, enroute to 
fly off VMSB-231 to Midway. 

Task Force El-dnt (comprising usual Task Force 
Two less 3 battleships and one desron) - 
ENTERPRISE, Crudiv Five less PENSACOLA, 

9 DD - returning from transfer of VMF-221 
to Wake - about 200 miles west of Pearl. 

MINNEAPOLIS and 3 DMS in operating area south 
of Oahu. 

PENSACOLA (Ta.sk Group 15.5) in south Pacific, 

escorting convoy to Far East. 

LOUISVILLE (Task Group 15.1) in-south Pacific, 

returning from Far East with two Army transports. 

AT MIDWAY 

1 VPron; 2 SS 

AT WAKE 

1 VMFron; 2 SS 

AT JOHNSTON 

2 PBY-1 of utility squadron 

IN NAVY YARD 


COLORADO at Bremerton; 5 DD, 1 ODD, 

5 S3 at Mare Island; 2 CL, 2 CA, 2 SS, 
4 DM at Nyd Pearl Harbor. 

AT MANILA 
BOISE 

Enroute Pearl 


DELIAS; 4 SS 




















RUNNING SUMMARY OF SITUATION (Cont'd) 

At SAN DIEGO 
SARATOGA, 3 ODD, 6 OSS 
At PEARL HAR30R 

8 BB (PENN in drydock), 2 CL, 2 OCL, 

17 DD, OGLALA, 4 DM, tenders and 
auxiliaries, 5 SS, 69 VP, 18 VMSB, 

32 VJ. (7 of the VP were in the air - 
4 at Lahaina, 3 south of Oahu). 

On MAUI 

7 VJ aircraft 


This summary will be chiefly concerned with the situation 
as to major forces. The enemy air attack, destroyed or 
immobilized all long range airci’aft, with a few exceptions 
which were able to take off within a few hours. The resulting 
aircraft search was so thin, that no enemy carrier was sighted. 

All battleships had been damaged, at least two irreparable; 
HELENA, PHOENIX and RALEIGH had received hits; and three 
destroyers were wrecked in drydock. Other damage was chiefly 
in auxiliary types. 

Three light cruisers and about 20 destroyer types left 
Pearl Harbor during the raid and shortly after the raid, and 
were ordered to assemble under Comdesbatfor and join Task 
Force Eight. 

The indications as to enemy position were equally divided 
between north and south of the island. As a result of con¬ 
tacts with enemy aircraft, a despatch was sent to Task Forces 
8, 12 and 3 at 0942 LOT as follows: 

"Search from Pearl very limited account maximum 
twelve VP searching x Some Indication enemy 
force northwest Oahu x Addressees operate as 
directed ComTaskForce 8 to Intercept and atts^k 
enemy x Composition enemy force unknown". 

+ dw'-ec-d cdl To ^grins' ' 1 I 

Then followed on the warning net a false report of two 
carriers southwest of Barbers Point. On Intercepting this 
report the MINNEAPOLIS sent a despatch which said "two"(in¬ 
stead of "no", as was intended) carriers in sight. 


- 2 - 


2 









RUNNING SUMMARY OF SITUATION (Cont'd ) 




Comtaskfor 8 acted on these last reports and turned eastward. 
Radio bearings on radio transmissions identified as being the 
AKAGI were bi-lateral, - both north and south. As a result of 
mounting indications of a southward position, Comtaskfor 8 was 
informed at 1046 LCT that the AKAGI bore 178°. A further step 
in the unfortunate chain of events was that an ENTERPRISE aircraft 
reported to Comtaskfor 8 that ships to the eastward of him (orob- 
ably the DETROIT and ships approaching him from Pearl Harbor]! were 
hostile. As a result, a bombing and torpedo flight was put off by 
Task Force Eight and a light force search and attack was organized 
for that night. 

The view was held for some time that carriers were both north 
and south of the island. As a result. Task Force Twelve, soon 
joined by Comscofor in the INDIANAPOLIS, was directed to operate 
to intercept the supposed southern group, assuming it was proceed¬ 
ing toward Jaluit. A special, distant, VP search, in addition to 
an all-around search, based on the same assumption, was arranged 
for the morning of the 8th. 

Reports were received of the first air attack on Wake and Guam 
and of a bombardment at Midway by light craft. 

December 8, 


No enemy was sighted by the special search to the southwestward 
and, by the afternoon of the 8th, it appeared from radio intelligence 
that all of the enemy striking force had been to the northward and 
had retired northwestward to about 750 miles. Of course they might 
soon return. 

Before Task Force Twelve left the vicinity of Johnston Island, 
the situation was confused by a report from a patrol plane that it 
nad sighted and attacked an enemy carrier accompanied by one des¬ 
troyer. Task Force Twelve had turned toward Pearl Harbor in response 
to an order to that effect. Although reasonably sure that the con¬ 
tact was in error, this Ta ;k Force turned to search for this carrier 
and to support Johnston Island. The final explanation was that the 
patrol plane had bombed^and missed, the PORTLAND, which was seoara- 
ted from the remainder of Task Force 12. In the meantime, the* 
return of that force toward Pearl Harbor had been considerably de¬ 
layed. 

Task Force Eight operations made no contacts, and ENTERPRISE 
with the units which had been with her on the trip to Wake entered 
Pearl for fuel. The units which had left Pearl on the 7th operated 
to the northward of Oahu under the command of Comdesbatfor. 

SARATOGA left San Diego for Pearl on the 8th. 
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^ RUNNING SUMMARY OF SITUATION (Cont'd ) 


o 


o 


Commander Task Force Eight was strongly of the opinion that 
all carriers should be employed in ferrying air reenforcements to 
Cahu. This view was agreed to with reservations by CinCPac and 
urgent request for aircraft was submitted to Opnav (See 090253). 

December 9 . 

. — Eignt ’ s stay in Pearl Harbor v;a 3 made as short as 
possible and it departed early on the 9th and took up patrol in 
the area to the northward of Oahu, in combination with Comdesbatfor f s 
force. Tnis disposition was considered favorable for action against 
the enemy striking group should it return for another attack. 

Task force Twelve continued toward Pearl Harbor, and plans 
were made to send an oiler out to fuel it at sea so that the 
carrier would not be exposed to air attack in Pearl Harbor. In 
this connection, Opnav's despatch 091812, quoted in the follow¬ 
ing summary, should be noted. 

Communication with Guam was lost on this date. 

See Opnav despatch 090139 which modified the War Plan to 
exclude ^ all offensive tasks except "Raid enemy sea communications 
and positions", and to limit defense to territory to east of the 
180th meridian. 

Enemy was reported to have occupied Makin in the Gilberts, and 
landing at Tarawa. Land offensive was started against Malaya: bomb¬ 
ing against Cavite. PRINCE OF WALES and REPULSE^were sunk. 

December 10 . 

The only change made In disposition this date was that Task 
Force Twelve was ordered to make Westings in order to expedite 
action in case plans, which were being considered for increased pro¬ 
jection of Lidway and Wake, were adopted. This force was attempting 
to iuel but was being delayed on account of rough weather. 

It was beginning to be seen that all carriers could not be 
employed in transporting aircraft from the Coast. 

Wake had received three bombings, and on this date repulsed 
what appeared to be a landing attack by cruisers, destroyers and 
transports. 

Landings were reported on Luzon. 

At this time the Estimate, dated December 10th, which follows, 
was prepared. The tentative plans which are a part of the Estimate 
, are marked with notes as to the action which was taken in regal’d to 
them. 
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DIRECTIVES AND INFORMATION AFFECTING THE SITUATION 
DEC. GCT 


O 07 1930 SECWAV TO ALNAV 

EXECUTE WPL FORTY SIX AGAINST JAPAN. 


07 2252 OPNAV TO CINCPAC. CINCAF & NAVAL COASTAL FRONTIERS . 

EXECUTE UNRESTRICTED AIR AND SUBMARINE WARFARE AGAINST 
JAPAN. INFORM ARMY. CINCAF INFORM BRITISH AND DUTCH. 


08 0450 CINCPAC TO OPNAV 



3 




Despite security measures in effect surprise attack by 
Japanese bombing planes damaged all battleships except 
Maryland X Moderate damage to Tennessee and Pennsylvania X 
Arizona total wreck West Virginia resting on bottom still 
burning Oklahoma capsized California resting on bottom 
Nevada moderate damage beached x Utah and Oglala capsized X 
Honolulu Helena and Raleigh damaged and unfit for sea X 
Vestal damaged and beached x Curtiss moderate damage X 
Destroyers Shaw Cassin Downes in drydock complete wrecks X 
As result of attack Army airplane losses severe x There 
remain 13 B17 nine B18 and about 30 pursuit planes X 
Approximately 10 patrol planes remain available Oahu X 
1 Patrol plane squadron at Midway,X Recommend all avail¬ 
able Army bombers be sent to Oahu x Fire opened promptly 
by all ships and a number of enemy aircraft destroyed X 
1 Enemy submarine sunk possibly 2 more x 2 carriers 7 
heavy cruisers 3 squadrons destroyers and all available 
planes searching for enemy X Personnel behavior magnifi¬ 
cent in face of furious surprise attack x Personnel 
casualties believed to be heavy in Oklahoma and Arizona. 


08 1700 OPNAV TO CINCLANT 



As soon as possible assemble BatDiv 3, Yorktown and one 
squadron modern destroyers at Norfolk, prepare them , 

immediately for transfer to Pacific Fleet. Desire York¬ 
town have full plane complement plus appropriate spares 
except reduce torpedo planes to 12 and replace the six 
torpedo planes transferred by six dive bombers X Transfer 
three squadrons patrol bombers to Pacific Fleet immedi¬ 
ately X Separate dispatch directs you reinforce Canal 
Zone X You are authorized v/ithdraw all capital ships and 
carriers from Iceland if you desire X 

I 
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DEC. GCT. 


O 09 0139 


OPNAV TO CINCPAC. CINCAF 




MAKE FOLLOWING CHANGES TO WPL 46 EFFECTIVE ON RECEIPT: 

PAR 3211 (Task Forces) DELETE TEXT SUBPAR C (Guam) AND 
ADD "HAWAIIAN NAVAL COASTAL FRONTIER FORCES" X ADD SUB- 
PAR D "NAVAL DEFENSE FORCES, WAKE, WHICH CAN BE REASSIGNED 
TO NAVAL COASTAL FRONTIER IF DESIRES"X PAR 5212 (Tasks) 
DELETE SUBPARS A (Divert by denial and captures of Marsh¬ 
alls), B (Prepare to capture Marshalls and Carolines), 

D (Support British south of equator between 155° E and 
130°), F (Defend Guam, Category F) X MAKE SUBPAR G (Pro¬ 
tect communications) NEW SUBPAR A X ADD NEW SUBPAR B AS 
FOLLOWS "SUPPORT THE ARMY IN THE DEFENSE OF THE HAWAIIAN, 
COASTAL FRONTIER IN CATEGORY OF DEFENSE D X ADD NEW 
SUBPAR DOG AS FOLLOWS: "RAID ENEMY SEA COMMUNICATIONS 
AND POSITIONS" X CHANGE SUBPAR EASY TO READ "DEFEND 
SAMOA, MIDWAY, JOHNSTON AND PALMYRA ISLANDS CATEGORY OF 
DEFENSE D" X ADD NEW 3U3PAR F AS FOLLOWS "DEFEND WAKE 
CATEGORY OF DEFENSE C" X ADD TO SUBPAR H (Protect terri¬ 
tory) "EAST OF iQOTH MERIDIAN" AFTER WORDS "PACIFIC 
AREA" AND RELETTER AS SUBPAR G" X ADD TO SUBPAR I (Cover 
Coastal Frontier Forces) "AND THE CANADIAN LOCAL DEFENSE 
FORCES" AND RELETTER AS SUBPAR H X RELETTER SUBPARS J 
AND K AS SUBPARS I AND J RESPECTIVELY X 



09 0253 
CINCPAC 

TO 

OPNAV 


09 1812 


Imperative additional Army bombers and pursuits be sent 
here with utmost dispatch X Propose use high speed carrier 
transportation for pursuits as soon as pursuits available X 
While carrier transporting pursuits base air group here 
to augment island force X Advise 

OPNAV TO CINCPAC. INFOR TO NAVAL COASTAL FRONTIERS 


MY 090139 PLACES COMMANDER HAWAIIAN NAVAL COASTAL FRON¬ 
TIER FULLY UNDER YOUR COMMAND FOR ALL PURPOSES X 


YOUR 090253 WAR AND NAVY DPEARTMENTS ARE BENDING EVERY 
EFFORT TO REINFORCE THE PACIFIC FLEET AND THE ARMY 
HAWAIIAN DEPARTMENT, WITH SHIPS,-AIRPLANES, TROOPS, AND 
ANTIAIRCRAFT WEAPONS X YOU 'JILL BE PROMPTLY INFORMED AS 
TO PLANS X IN VIEW OF RAID ON WEST COAST IT IS NECESSARY 
ALSO TO PROVIDE ADDITIONAL FORCES FOR THAT REGION, ALASKA, 
'w ' AND THE CANAL ZONE X 

FOR THIS SAME REASON YOUR COVERING OPERATIONS ASSUME 
ESPECIAL IMPORTANCE AND IT WILL BE NECESSARY TO PROVIDE 
ADEQUATE ESCORTS FOR CONVOYS BETWEEN HAWAII AND ’JEST COAST X 

WHEN CARRIERS ARE USED FOR TRANSPORTING PLANES TO OAHU 
THEIR OWN COMPLEMENT MAY REINFORCE ARMY AIR DEFENSE OAHU 
BUT SHOULD BE WELL DISPERSED AMONG DIFFERENT FIELDS AND 
EFFECTIVELY CAMOUFLAGED X (New par cont'd next page) 
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DEC. GOT. 


O 

BECAUSE OP THE GREAT SUCCESS OP THE JAPANESE RAID ON 

THE SEVENTH IT IS EXPECTED TO BE PROMPTLY FOLLOWED UP 

BY ADDITIONAL ATTACKS IN ORDER RENDER HAWAII UNTENABLE 

AS NAVAL AND AIR BASES, IN WHICH EVENTUALITY IT IS BE¬ 
LIEVED JAPANESE HAVE SUITABLE FORCES FOR INITIAL OCCUPA¬ 
TION OF ISLANDS OTHER THAN OAHU INCLUDING MIDWAY MAUI 

AND HAWAII X 

UNDER PRESENT CIRCUMSTANCES IT SEEMS QUESTIONABLE THAT 
MIDWAY CAN BE RETAINED BUT IT IS HOPED THAT JOHNSTON 
PALMYRA AND SAMOA MAY BE X 

o 

IN EXPECTATION OF FURTHER AIR RAIDS AND INADEQUACY OF 
DEFENSES OAHU CNO CONSIDERS IT ESSENTIAL THAT ’WOUNDED 
VESSELS ABLE TO PROCEED UNDER OWN POWER SHOULD BE SENT 

TO WEST COAST AS SOON AS POSSIBLE WITH DUE REGARD TO 
SAFETY FROM CURRENT RAIDING FORCES AND VERY GREAT IMPORT. 
ANCE OF EFFECTIVE COUNTER ATTACKS ON THESE RAIDERS BY YOU 

o 

UNTIL DEFENSES ARE INCREASED IT IS DOUBTFUL IF PEARL 
SHOULD BE USED AS A BASE FOR ANY EXCEPT PATROL CRAFT 

NAVAL AIRCRAFT SUBMARINES OR FOR SHORT PERIODS WHEN IT 

IS REASONABLY CERTAIN JAPANESE ATTACKS WILL NOT BE MADE X 

CONSIDER IT SPECIALLY IMPORTANT THAT SUBMARINES AND 
TENDERS NOT SUFFER LOSSES SUGGEST WIDE DISPERSAL THROUGH 
THE VARIOUS LOCHS AND PROMPT AND EFFECTIVE CAMOUFLAGE 
MEASURES X 

09 2358 

SECNAV TO ALNAV 

O 

PLACE IN EFFECT IMMEDIATELY "INSTRUCTIONS GOVERNING MARI¬ 
TIME AND AERIAL WARFARE, MAY 1941" EXCEPT AS MODIFIED BY 
SUPPLEMENTARY INSTRUCTIONS ISSUED FROM TIME TO TIME X 

10 2042 

CINCPAC TO OPNAV 

# 

Since appearance enemy in this area all tactical efforts 
with all available forces have been vigorously prosecuted 
toward locating and destroying enemy forces primarily 
carriers X Our heavy losses have not seriously depleted 
our fast striking forcesnor reduced morale and determin¬ 
ation X Pearl must be used for essential supply and over¬ 
haul facilities and must be provided with additional air¬ 
craft both Army and Navy si so relief pilots and mainten¬ 
ance personnel X Pearl chanr^ejs clear X Industrial estab¬ 
lishment Intact and doing excellent work x Otherwise your 
suggestions being carried out X 


(Among the foregoing are the directives received 
prior to the preparation of the Estimate of 
December 10th which follows;) 
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BitiSFED :::>ti;.; vt-? a, cr 10 pscr.3ua . 

I. OUR MI33I0H 

1. Vith th q losses we have sustained, It is neoessfiry to ' 

revise completely our strategy of a Pacific War. The loss of battle¬ 
ships ooGiaite us to the strategic defensive until our forces oan 
again bo built up. However, a very powerful striking force of 
carriers, cruisers and destroyers survive. These foro ©3 iau 3 t be 
operated boldly end vigorously on the t^otioal offensive in order 
to retrieve our initial disaster. The Chief of Kaval Operations 
has furnished us with a brief estimate of the present situation 
as it is known to hiia and has modified our basic War Plan to agree with 
this new estimate. The important tasks assigned the Pacific Fleet 
in this revised plan are briefed below: 




r\ 






vc 


(a) Protect sea communication of Associated Powers. 

(b) support the Army in the d cfenoe of Hawaii, 3aiaoa, 
liidway, Johnson and Palmyra in category "P". 

(o) Raid enemy 3ea communications. 


(d) Defend Wake in category *C". 

(e) Protect territory of Associated Powers in the 
Pad! lo Area Hast of 180° Longitude and prevent extension of 
enemy power into Western Bemisphere. 

‘ (f) Cover Coastal Frontier Forces. 

2* In order to approach the general problem and arrive 
at a general plan of operations, we may condense the above 
assigned tasks into one broad mission 03 follows: 
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WHILE PROTECTING THE TERRITORY OF THE ASSOCIATED 
POWERS EAST OF 1S0° BY DESTROYING HOSTILE EXPEDITIONS AND 
'.THILL ENSURING ALLIED SFA COMMUNICATION IN THE PACIFIC BY 
COVERING AND ESCORTING, TO DEFEND THE HAWAIIAN AND OUTLYING 
ISLAND BA3ES IX ORDER TO RETAIN A SECURE BASE FOR FURTHER 
EXTTNDIOK OF OUR NAVAL CONTROL. 

3, This nisaion Is the immediate mission. It is 
strategically defensive hut an appreciation of the general 
world situation clearly demands that the action and disposi¬ 
tions required to carry it out must be boldly offensive. 

II. SURVEY OF OPPOSING STRENGTHS 
vj 4. POLITICAL FACTORS 

Japan is under more or less unified military control. 
Our government is more cumbersome for purposes of 
making war. The citisenry is probably well unified in support 
of the government in this war, but our preparations were de¬ 
layed because we did not havs a "full emergency" situation. 

Japan*s connection with the Axis is useful as a means 
of diverting our strength. 

Our Associated Powers in the Pacific are woefully 
weak, and much weaker today through having lost two capital 
s*,/ ships. 

5. ECONOMIC FACTORS . Our national economy is much 
„j stronger than Japan's, It probably was her desperate economic 

status which led her to attack ua. Each success ir. the > ; alay 
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area will improve her over-all status provided sloe can make 
use of the economic aocretiona in time. Oil is the moat 
critical supply for her. Her island possessions are of courae 
very dependent on the Homeland and other source# for supplies. 


6. Our weaknesses are the losses of strategic materials 
from the area into which the Japs are advancing, and a finan¬ 
cial status which may well cause trouble. The lack of resources 
of Hawaii and other island areas we must defend is also a 
weakness» 


J 

O 



7. P3YC110L0GIC FACTORS . Japan probably started the war 
with a will to win based on desperation. Her initial successes 
at Pearl Harbor, off Malaya, etc., will undoubtedly make her 
morale very high. 

8. Conversely, our losses, ocoasioned through not being 
the aggressor, will put a strain on morale, particularly as 
we probably will not be able to strike back vory effectively 
for a long time, We are on the defensive; Japan has the 
strategic initiative; - that is hard for us to take. However, 
our personnel and population can take it when the occasion 
demands, and they probably will now. 

9. The Japanese have proved themselves daring (we 
underestimated how daring); they have been training hard for 
years; and they havo had much experience at war, including 
many amphibious operations In recent years. They are probably 
not as good operators of material as we, but they have proved 

themselves to be careful and skillful planners. 
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10. ’ should show a superiority along these lines, 
but we leftist not again under-estimate the Japanese. 

11. ARVZL FORCSO . Involvements elsewhere and logistic 
considerations will strongly influence the nature and strength 
of forces Japanese send into the Pacific Fleet theater. The 
forces that attaoked Oahu last junday included at least two 
carriers, possibly thro© or four. Radio intelligence and 
questioning of prisoners indicates this fores may have included 
two battleships and six carriers, oince no oontaot was made the 
strength of the esoort, number of auxiliaries used en route, if 
any, and nature of Covering Force, if any, remain indeterminate. 

12. A number of subiaarinea have been sighted in the 
Hawaiian area. Three to five were sighted today over 100 
miles northeastward of Oahu, headed eastward at fifteen knots; 
indicating they were moving to our Pacific Coast. 

13. Light forces and transports, presumably from the 
L&rshalls, have attacked Yoke. Cruisers have bombarded Midway. 
Air and surface craft captured Guam. .ioae sort of armed expedi¬ 
tion gained positions in the Gilberts. 

14. Japanese foroes sank two British capital ships 

near Jingapore. Other naval forces are operating against the 
Philippines. 


15. It would appear, then, that very strong forces 
can be sent to the Hawaiian area or oven to the Pacifio Coast. 
Early destruction of nearly all opposing battleships will 
permit the Japanese to employ their own battleships without 


fear of an opponent stronger In capital ships. locistic re- 












o 

o 

o 
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c^uirements and limitations on numbers of accompanying light 
forces and aircraft, however, will be a strong deterrent 
toward their movement as far east as Hawaii. The possibil¬ 
ity of such movement must not be lost sight of, particularly 
as regards ex-battle cruisers. In fact, analysis of captured 
papers gives some indication that they may have accompanied 
the 7 Deoember raid on Oahu. 

16. Our own available ships in the Hawaiian area are 

3 BB ready about 13*17 December, and COLORADO ready 1 
February. 

3 CV including 3ARAT0GA arriving 12 December. 

8 CA exclusive of PEJ73AC0LA enroute 3uva to Brisbane, 

LOUISVILLE enorute Samoa to Honolulu, NEW 0RLEAN3 
and SAN FRANCISCO at yard about to proceed to coast 
for completion of repairs. 

2 CL exclusive of BOISE in Asiatic and HONOLULU which is 
soon to finish repairs. 



1 OCL 

38 DD four more complete repairs Mare Island 17 December. 
4 ODD in 14th Naval District. 

4 DM 
13 DM3 

3 Coast Guard 


33 


12 PTB 

Various Auxiliaries. 
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IV* Additionally assigned by th® Department are 5 BB, 
1 CV # 1 Desron, b\it time of arrival la not yet known. 

IB* The at&tua of Army and Navy aircraft on Oahu 
(exclusive of those In ships) Is as follows: 

ASHY 


Number Type Remarks 


© 

16 

Heavy bombers 

27 more due to arrive on Thursday, 
Saturday and Sunday (9 each day). 


45 

Pursuits 



9 

Attack 



10 

Medium bombers 



0 

Observation 


o 



NAVY 

■ 

52 

Patrol 

Maximum of 6 or 3 more due to be In 
flying cor.ilti n within the next 10 
days* 3 12-plane squadrons due very 
soon from weot coast, no definite 
dates yet* 

o 

10 

Scout bombers 

Marine planer, at Bwa Field, arrived 
today from LP’XIJ’OTOK. Of scout bom¬ 
bers at Ewa Field during the raid, 

13 can, after a long tine, be got 
back In commission. 


15 

Fighters 

T^arine fighters. These are due 
Thursday in SARATOGA, 2 VF, of those 
at Kwa Field during the raid, will 
soon be back In commission. 


13 

Scout Observe. 


©' 

6 

VJ (large) 



11 

VJ (small) 
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19. Three additional patrol squadrons and planes from the 
First Marine Aircraft Wing have been ordered but have not reported. 
Additional reenforcements air and otherwise are to be furnished 
the Army but details are not available. 

20. LOGISTIC oUPPORT . The Japanese could readily supply 
Wake, if It should fall into their hands, via the Marshalls. 

They would have more difficulty as to Midway, but the drain 
would not be a heavy one* 

21. Kven in peace time there has been considerable diffi¬ 
culty in our meeting the logistic requirements of outlying 
bases. It will be much more so now, but it Is possible. 

22. Deficiencies in the available supplies here are 
manifold. No exhaustive discussion of thot aspect is 
necessary. Repeated strong representations in the past have 
only been partially heeded but stronger support may now be 
expected. As a glaring example, all .50 calibre ammunition 
from the N.A.D. Is exhausted. It Is hoped to salvage some 
from damaged ships. Meeting the logistic needs of the 
Hawaiian Islands from the mainland, and supplying our outlying 
bases will impose heavy demands on this fleet for convoy work. 

23. t-.NF.MY COURSES 0? ACTION 

23, In considering enemy courses of action it must be 
remembered that while Japan has a great superiority at present 
she has also many commitments, especially in troops. Without 
more definite information of how things actually are in the 
Far Fast, it is difficult to estimate Just how much of her 











force will be tiod to that theater and how much will be free 
to act against us. The factor of slse of expeditions required 
and distance militates against an attempted landing on Oahu 
or any well defended part of our territory. In the presence 
of a strong striking force, a landing on any of the other 
Hawaiian Islands Is unlikely. Landings on outlying islands, 
for purposes of occupation, are unlikely except for Wake and 
possibly Samoa. The possibility of a landing attempt against 
Midway is not to be discarded. It will be Influenced by the 
result a at ~ake. Landings for demolition are possible at 
Johnston, Palmyra and Canton. 

24. It is believed that the great success of the initial 
surprise raid was not anticipated. Otherwise It would have 
been followed up immediately. It may still be, but by the 
sane or other group of carriers from the homeland and with con¬ 
sequent delay. The original raiding force is now believed 
homeward bound but we may expect vigorous and daring operations 
by fast striking forces, raiders and submarines. 

25. From the Japanese viewpoint, and that is the point 
of view we must adopt as considering her oourse of action, It 
is believed that her most probable operations will be along 
following lines: 

(s) Raida by fast striking groups of carriers, 
cruisers and dest/oyers on Oahu, Midway and possibly the 
Aleutians, the crescendo rising or foiling with the opposition 
met and losses incurred. 
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(b) Raida on ’?ake from shore bases with possibl© 
minor landing attempts. 

(c) Concentrated groups of submarines on focal 
points of oonrnmioat. ion between Oahu and mainland, particular¬ 
ly Pearl and West Coast loading porta. A few widely scattered 
submarines may operate on other routes. 

(d) Raids on fairly heavy scale on Pearl - West Coast 
• communications. May use fast BE for this occasionally, but 

cruisers and heavily armed merchant raiders will be the rule. 

(e) Covering or supporting groups of heavy forces 
Including battleships must be anticipated when seeking or 
pursuing enemy forces outside the range of our shore based 
airoraft. 
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OWN COUR3ES OF ACTIOK 


23* The general considerations guiding our course of 
action must be the purpose of our mission - to retain a secure 
base for further operations and extension of our control. To 
do this, we must both prevent further raids on Oahu, while 
building up its means of defense against aircraft. This latter 
is an Army responsibility, but we must further it by insuring 
arrival of reenforcements, particularly aircraft and AA defense. 
At the same time, our deployment must be governed by necessity 
for covering our territory and allied communications as well as 
for the interception and damaging of enemy raiding forces. If 
we damage the raiding forces every time they enter the area, 
preferably before, but certainly after an attack, the raids 
will become smaller and fewer and eventually cease. We can 
then project operations of our ovn from a secure base. 

24. We cannot intercept raids or contribute to defense of 
Oahu from the West Coast, therefore we must maintain striking 
forces in the area, accepting the existing weakness of Pearl 
Harbor AA defense, but overcoming it by keeping our forces at 
sea. Carriers, cruisers and destroyers must, therefore, 
replenish and get what relaxation they can, at Pearl with a 
possibility of periodic return to Coast as reenforcements are 
received. As security of Pearl is increased it will be 
possible to afford further rest and upkeep periods there. 
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25# Since attacks must come from the westward, and so 
long as we hold the Midway, Johnston, Palmyra line probably from 
the area north of the Hawaiian chain, they should usually be 
disposed north and west of Oahu. In such area they not only 
cover Oahu but are in a favorable position for supporting Midway, 
can be promptly moved toward the Aleutians, or to intercept a 
force moving toward or away from our West Coast. 

O • 26. Protection of cea coramunicationsj defense of outlying 

bases, particularly Wake and Samoa, and protection of far flung 
territory requires a wide dispersal of forces. Defense of Oahu 
requires concentration sufficient to detect and overcome the 
force sent against It. The two requirements are diametrically 
opposed.in .their distribution. Our forces are limited. We 
must so distribute and dispose them as to inflict maximum 
damage on the enemy, while minimizing our own losses. 

27. Forces basing on Pearl not immediately essential for 
combat work must be reduced to a minimum. This is particularly 
true as to battleships, which should be returned to the Coast. 

28. With the above as a premise, the following general 
plan of operations appears feasible and consistent with our 
assigned tasks: 

(a) Employ searching and striking groups of carriers, 
G cruisers and destroyers, replenishing at Pearl, but primarily 
at sea, in position to Intercept and destroy enemy raiding 
forces and to afford support to menaced bases, purpose 


11 - 


18 







■ 

I 









r> 


o 



of these groups la to protect our bases and territory and to 
cover operations of escort and coastal froces. 

(b) Employ battleships with A/S groups composed of 
suitable DMs, DMSs and DDs, but latter reduced to minimum, 
in escort between Oahu and Coast. 

(c) Depend on Local Defense Forces for escort of 
coastal convoys on our own West Coast. 

(d) Utilize striking groups of (a) above to support 
defense of outlying island bases. Replenish, reenforce and 
relieve as personnel and material available and circumstances 
dictate. 

(e) Employ submarines offensively in Japanese waters. 

(f) Employ VP primarily in search and security opera¬ 
tions. Continue use of Army long range bombers, and own VJ 
planes to assist. 

(g) Give every assistance to Army and insist upon 
rapid augmentation of their air and AA strength. 


DECISION 

23. (a) Organize th£i*£ task forces, each consisting of 

one CV, 2 or 3 CA, and 6 to 9 DD. Operate one (with 3 CA if 

practicable) in vicinity of Midway and one to northward of 

Oahu, the third being either enroute or replenishing at Pearl. 

This deployment best meets the conditions of supporting defense 

of our bases, covering our coasts (Including Alaska and Canada), 
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and affording means of replenishing, reenforcing, and relieving 
outlying islands by direct and close support during progress 
of a specific operation; as British now do with Malta. 

(b) On. arrival of YORKTOWN organize an additional 
similar task force. Maintain one task force at each of the 
foregoing stations, while one is enroute to and from or replen¬ 
ishing at Pearl or in support position, and one to the Coast for 
essential rest of personnel and upkeep of machinery. See 
typical scheme in attached table. 

(c) Organize an escort force between West Coast and 
Hawaii, consisting of battleship and suitable A/s vessels. 

Light craft to work from Pearl and from West Coast, battleship 
to work from West Coast only and make round trip. The general 
scheme will be have convoy leave coast with a BB and 4-6 DDs 
or A/S vessels to about 200 - 500 miles off coast when all but 
BB escort and two DDs return to Coast. BBs and 2 DD continue 
to about 200 miles from Pearl, when convoy is net by additional 
A/S craft, BBs meet coast bound convoy and return to coast. 

2 DDs continue to Pearl and 2 from there go to coast, other 
escorts return Pearl when released about 500 miles out. In 
this connection send battleships to coast with destroyer escort 
as soon as ready. 

(d) Keep shipping to Australian theater to minimum 
and adjust sailings to escorts which can be made available. 


(e) Maintain maximum submarine patrols in Japanese 
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waters, as previously planned, at same time continuing those 
at Midway and Wake. 

(f) Organize VPs into an offshore security and 
searching force, covering maximum ares and depths. As soon 
as possible, divide into three groups, one on search, one 
stand-by as striking or control group and one upkeep and 
relaxation. Main striking group will be Army bombers and 
main defense group will be Army pursuit. VJ plane£ will 
augment search. 

(g) 1st Marine Air Group when available to augment 
outlying island defenses, or assist Army from Oahu as develop¬ 
ments dictate. 

(h) Depend on Army and ships in port for AA defense 

of Pearl. 

As a vital necessity to any plan, land based pursuit 
and bombardment aviation must be built up most rapidly. AA 
defenses, particularly against dive bombers, is equally 
necessary. Radar, both ship and shore, must be supplied in 
great quantity. 
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UNITED STATES PACIFIC FLEET 
PEARL HARBOR, T. H. 

-1400 , D6o«mo©> 10, 1941. 







• Information . 

(a) The campaign for which this is the plan comprises 
the operations which will be undertaken until this Fleet 
is atrong enough to conduct strategically offensive 
operations. 

(b) Motivating Considerations . 

The basic Rainbow Five Plan has been modified to take 
account of the present reduced strength of the Pacific 
Fleet. The only strategically offensive task remaining 
in^Plan^ls 'to raid Japanese pos i tion s a n d- communications'. 

oarrt -o A- o nfr - only -by- -sutmniriKel'' Until " the 
* 1 0e b is reenforced-,- unless Japan attempts to reestablish 
a communication line to South or Central America. The 
remaining assigned tasks require protection of the terri¬ 
tory and communications of the Associated Powers in the 
Pacific Area. (The definition of the Pacific Area remains 
the same as in the original Rainbow Five Plan). WAKE is 
to be defended in category "C", - all other territory in 
the general HAWAIIAN Area, in category "D". It is con¬ 
sidered by the Commander-In-Chief that the OAHU group of 
islands must be made aectire at all costa . He expects 
great quantities of men and material to augment the pre- 
sent defending forces, and will prosecute a vigorous 
offensive against any threatening forces. The line of 
communications to the West Coast is of course vital. 

Thnt of SAMOA and beyond to AUSTRALIA must be kept open; 
our outlying islands must be protected and supplied. 

(c) Probable Enemy Action . 

Japanese initial actions are well known. Because of 
the successes obtained we can expect further air raids on 
OAHU. Just how soon is problematical, but the next will 
probably occur within two or three weeks or sooner; Sub¬ 
marines have already appeared in this area, and on the 
route to the West Coast. Sufficient numbers will probably 
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reach the Coast to create demands for coastal convoys. 
Strong surface raids will probably be made on the same 
route. WAKE has received five air attacks and on this 
date was being subjected to a landing attack in which 
our forces had already sunk one cruiser and one destroyer. 
If this attack fails, a stronger one may be considered a 
certainty. MIDWAY has been bombared, and was bomibed 
today. General Japanese successes may lead to an early 
landing attack against this island, even though it may 
not have been included in the original plan. 

(d) Own Forces. 


Our forces available are as follows: 


Immediately 

Available Eventually Available 


8 CA 


2 

CL 

1 

OCL 

3 

CV 

4 

DL 

33 

DD 

13 

DMS 

4 

DM 

16 

SS 


3 BB repaired in the near future. 

3 BB from Atlantic Fleet. 

1 BB from PUGET SOUND about February 1st. 

3 BB indefinite. 

2 CA on escort duty. 

1 CA under overhaul. 

1 CA under repair (available with three 

shafts). 

2 CL under repair, date completion indef¬ 

inite. 

1 CL in Far East. 

1 OCL indefinite. 

1 CV from Atlantic Fleet. 

1 DL under overhaul, MARE ISLAND. 

4 DD under overhaul, MARE ISLAND. 

9 DD from Atlantic Fleet. 

4 DM under overhaul. 

6 SS under overhaul. 

2 S3 sound school. 


2. General Task. 


This Fleet will, in the Pacific Area, - 

(a) Protect the territory and communications of the 
Associated Powers east of Longitude one hundred eighty 
degrees. 

(b) Assist in the strengthening of the OAHU base. 
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(c) Sever Japanese communications east of Longitude one 
hundred eighty degrees, 

(d) Defend WAKE as may be practicable. 

(e) Raid, with submarines, enemy forces and communications 
near the Japanese Homeland. 

3. Tasks. 



(lover OAHU, MIDWAY and when practicable, YYAKE; destroy¬ 
ing or inflicting maximum damage on enemy forces which 
come within reach. 




Forces . 

^kreo '(four when YORKTOWN Joins) striking groups each 
composed of one carrier, at least two heavy cruisera and 
six destroyers. Submarines,when available for defensive 
purposes. 

Method of Operation . 

kaintain two groups at sea* one off MIDWAY; one 
north of OAHU; two en route to, en route from, or at 
Pearl, or on West Coast (first in-port period for groups 
to be at PEARL HARBOR). See tentative schedule. Annex A. 

(b) Task . 

Escort convoys between West Coast and HAWAII. 

Forces . 

tfhree (four when COLORADO joins) escort groups com¬ 
posed of one battleship and two to six destroyers. 

Method of Operation . 

Battleships and eight to ten destroyers base on 
Coast; eight to ten destroyers base at PEARL HARBOR. 

Four to six destroyers in the escort when within 
five hundred miles of a terminal; destroyers reduced to 
two along remainder of route; battleship in the escort 
between Coast and two hundred mile circle from PEARL. 




Use SAN PEDRO and SAN DIEGO as well as SAN FRANCISCO. 

Run convoy about once a week; convoys limited to 
eight to ten ships; unload at both HONOLULU and PEARL. 
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(c) Task . 

Escort ships to and from outlying Islands and SAMOA, 
and to point of transfer to British protection and return. 

Forces. 

Cruiser's and destroyers idien they can be spared from 
more urgent duties. 

(d) Task . 

Escort Hawaiian inter-island shipping. 

Forces . 

Destroyers, other types with anti-submarine installa¬ 
tions, local defense forces. 

(e) Task . 

Support the Army in the defense of the Hawaiian 
Coastal Frontier. 

Forces . 

fourteenth District forces and fleet forces present 
or within supporting distance of the area. 

(f) Task . 

Destroy enemy commerce and raiders in the Pacific Area. 
Forces . 

forces available and within striking distance. 

(g) Task . 

Raid enemy forces and communications near Japanese 
Homeland. 

Forces . 

Submarines in greatest strength practicable. 

(h) Task. 

Obtain information of enemy approaching, or in, the 
Hawaiian Area. Attack enemy under suitable conditions. 

Forces . 

Patrol planes. 

(i) Task . 

Reenforce JOHNSTON ISLAND and PALMYRA. 


Forces . 

Marine forces; escort by destroyers. 
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(J) Task . 

fteenforce MIDWAY and WAKE if practicable. 

Force8 . 

Marine forces; escort by striking force. 

4. Logistics . 

Base Force furnish necessary logistic support, assisted 
as necessary by District and Naval Transportation forces 

5. Commander-In-Chief at PEARL HaRBOR. 


H. E. KIMMEL, 

Admiral, U.S. Navy, 

Commander-In-Chief, U.S. Pacific Fleet. 


Armejt i 

A - Initial schedule for 
striking forces. 


DISTRIBUTION: 


P. C. CR03LEY, 
Flag Secretary. 
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INITIAL SCliiJULE FOR STRIKING F 





MIDWAY 

NORTH l PEARL : COAST 

: 

SAILS : 

RETURN * 



OF OAHU* 

: TRIP 

* 

PEARL * 

PEARL : 

LEXINGTON 

X 

: 

1 

* 

t 

: 

1 

* 

: 

DEC 20 : 

SARATOGA 


: 

X t 

; / 

s 

: 

DEC 03 t 

DEC 26 * 

ENTERPRISE 

X 

s 

I 

: i 

t 

: 

DEC 19* 

JAN 2 % X 

YORKTOWN 


t 

X : 

j ; 

* 

* 

l 

DEC 25: 

* 

* 

LEXINGTON 


s 

X f 

X 

t X 

X 

: 

DEC 21: 

* 

SARATOGA 

X 

s 

s 

* 

* / 

* 

* 

s 

: 

DEC 31: 

2 

X 

ENTERPRISE 


2 

x * 

2 

« 

JAN 7 : 

2 

S 

YORXTOWN 

X 

2 

1 

S 

• 

i 

: 

JAN 13: 

2 

X 

IE XINGTON 


t 

X 2 

* 

* 

i 

: 

JAN 19: 

2 

X 


* 

* 

: 

: 

: 

: 
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II. E. KIMMEL, 

Admiral, U.S. Navy, 

ConEmnder-in-Chief, U.S, Pacific Fleet. 
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U.S. PACIFIC FLEET, 

PEARL HARBOR 

1400, 10 December, 1941. 


TASK ORGANIZATION 

(Modified from day to day aa availability of ships and 
demands require. See Operations Officer's daily sheet 
for details). 




Operation Plan 




(a) Task Force Elp;ht - Comairbatfor 

ENTERPRISE (F) 

2 - 3 CA 

J to 1 Desron f; -f l 

V ■ 

(b) Task Force Twelve - Consoofor 

LEXINGTON 

2 - 3 CA (INDIANAPOLIS (F)) 

^ to 1 Desron 


-J UL 


■j 


■ ... . ;<• 
r. - v „ , 


t „ 


(c) Task Force Three . Task Force Sixteen - Comc ar d lv One 
(Composition changed, and designation changed on 
arrival PEARL 12/13 December). 

SARATOGA (F) 

2-3 CA 
^ to 1 Desron 


(d) Task Force _ - Com 

(To be organized after arrival carrier from East CoaBt). 
Y0RKT0V7N 
2 - 3 CA 
| to 1 Desron 
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(e) Task Force Fifteen . Combasefor 
BB, CA, CL, DD, MG 

aa assigned to escort duty from time to time. 



(f) Task Force One - Coradesbatfor 
(Temporary Force) 

1 OCL 

Assigned DD 
Destroyer tenders 



(g) Task Force Nine - Compataring Two 
Shore based aircraft 
Aircraft tenders 


(h) Task Force Seven - Comsubscofor 
Submarines 
Submarine tenders 




(i) Task Force Six - Combasefor 
Auxiliaries 







G 


(J) Task Force Four - Commander Hawaiian Naval Coastal Frontier 
Local Defense Forces 
Coast Guard 

DD, DM, DMS, Auxiliaries 

and other fleet craft as assigned 

(k) Task Force Five - Commander Pacific Southern Coastal Frontier 
Coa stal and Local Defense Forces o< 
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(1) Task Force Ten - Commander Pacific Northern Coastal Frontier 

v 

Coastal and Lgcal Defense Forces. 


1. Information as furnished in daily and special bulletins. 



2. This fleet will intercept and destroy enemy forces 
approaching the Hawaiian area, or that come^ or can 
be brought within range by conducting appropriate 
searches and attacking vigorously in order to safeguard 
own and allied territory and communications. 







3. 


(a) 

(b) 

(c) 

(d) 


Task Force Eight (ENTERPRISE). 

Task Force Twelve (LEXINGTON). 

Task Force Sixteen (SARATOGA). 

Task Force _(YORKTOWN). 

(1) These task forces, which constitute the major 
striking forces, will search their respective 
operating areas for enemy raiders or other enemy 
forces and in cooperation with one another and with 
Army aircraft annihilate those discovered. 

(2) Schedule of expected times and locations of 
operations is as shown in Annex A to Campaign 
Plan 2-R5. Specific directions will be issued as 
necessary for relieving stations, reservicing, 
visiting coast, etc. 
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(3) For the immediate present in carrying out sub- 
paragraph one above T ftsk Force Sixteen will continue 
to PEARL for discharging surplus planes and reservicing. 
Task Force Eight will continue £■ operations to 
northward of OAHU. Task Force Twelve will refuil 
in accordance with current instructions, then inter¬ 
cept WM. WARD BURROWS and when Joined by ships pro¬ 
ceeding from PEARL HARBOR proceed with reenforcements 
to WAKE. Cover discharge of cargo and evacuation of 
laborers, and wounded. More complete instructions 
will be issued separately. 

(e) Task Force Fifteen (Escort Force). Protect UNITED 
STATES and ALLIED shipping by escorting with vessels 
provided. Maintain close liaison with Commanders of 
Naval Coastal Frontiers in connection therewith. Conduct 
operations In accordance with current methods, those laid 
down in Campaign Plan 2-R5 and special instructions that 
may be issued. 

(f) Task Force One (a temporary force). Assign vessels 
and carry out special tasks and Instructions as ordered. 

(b) Task Force Nine (Patrol planes). (1) Operate patrol 
planes and other shore based aircraft including Army 
bombers made available so as to gain the earliest possible 
information of advancing enemy forces. Use patrol planes 


offensively only when other types of our own are not 
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within striking distance, or the risk of damage to 
our own planes is small; or when the importance of 
inflicting damage on the objective appears to Justify 
the risk of receiving the damage which may result. 

(2) Coordinate the service of information with the 
operations of other forces. 

(3) At present base all planes available on OAHU, but 
be prepared on short notice to transfer units to out¬ 
lying bases. 

(4) Maintain close liaison with Amy Air Force for 

all aviation activities particularly as to information, 
identity of aircraft, etc. 

(5) Maintain maximum practicable dispersion of planes 
when at base. 

(h) Task Force Seven (Submarines). (1) Conduct unrestricted 
ncx warfare against Axis powers. 

(2) Continue patrol of two submarines each at WAKE and 
MIDWAY. 

(3) Establish maximum practicable Initial patrol off 

the Japanese homeland and thereafter maintain it at the 

maximum strength permitted by operating condition. 

Unless otherwise directed give stations the following 

priority: YOKOHAMA 

BUNCO CHANNEL 
KII CHANNEL 
TSUSHIMA 
NAGASAKI 
SHIMONOSEKI 
TSUGARU 
-5- 
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(4) Inflict maximum damage on enemy forces, including 
sliipping, utilizing mines and torpedoes and ij^ 
appropriate, gunfire. 

(5) Report important enemy movements by radio if attack 
mission is not thereby Jeopardized. 

(6) Keep units in port widely dispersed. 

(i) Task Force Six (Base Force Vessels). Commander Base 
Force continue to provide logistic and salvage services to 
the fleet and cooperate with Commander Hawaiian Naval Coastal 
Frontier in providing logistic services to outlying bases. 
Continue liaison with Coastal Frontier Commanders with 
respect to logistic requirements of the fleet, loading of 
vessels, routing and protection of shipping, etc. 

(j) Task F orce Four (Hawaiian Naval Coastal Frontier). 

(1) Assist in providing external security for units of 
the Fleet in the Hawaiian Naval Coastal Frontier, in 
cooperation with the Army ahd units concerned. 

(2) Task Force Commander continue duties as Base 
Defense Officer. 

(3) Continue work on outlying subsidiary bases at 
MIDWAY, JOHNSTON, PALMYRA and WAKE in so far as practic¬ 
able and circumstances permit. 

(4) Defend the foregoing bases. In close cooperation 
with the Commander-in-Chief and other designated 
commanders provide for their support; reenforcement; 
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and evacuation of civilians, sick or wounded personnel, 
or others as circumstances require. Keep the Commander- 
in-Chief fully informed in connection with requirements 
for the foregoing. 

(5) Make the facilities of those bases available for 
fleet units operating in the vicinity and cooperate wl th 
Commanders of Mobile Forces in coordinating the military 
activities of those bases. Annex IV of WpPac-46 is 
effective. 

(6) Escort inter-island shipping as available forces, 
and circumstances permit. 

00 Task ^orce Five (Pacific Southern Naval Coastal Frontier). 

(1) Task Force Ten (Pacific Northern Naval Coastal Frontier). 
Conduct such search, patrols and escorts in vicinity of own 
areas as is practicable with available forces. Keep the 
Coramander-in-Chlef fully advised of information gained. 

Also, when circumstances warrant, communicate such Informa¬ 
tion direct to any Fleet forces in the vicinity. 

(x) (1) Maintain all units In maximum degree of material 
readiness. 

(2) Continue such training activities as operations and 
other circumstances permit. 

(3) Maintain internal and external security at all times 
cooperating with Commanders of Naval Coastal Frontiers 
while within the limits of those frontiers. 

(4) Tills plan effective on receipt. 
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4. Logistic replenishments at PEARL HARBOR and on the 
West Coast; and as may be specially provided for. 


• T* ~ 



5. (a) Communications In accordance with U.3.F. Seventy, 

as modified by Annex III, WPPac-46. 

(b) Use Greenwich Civil Time. 

(c) Comraander-in-Chief at Submarine Base, PEARL HARBOR. 


H. E. KIMMEL, 

Acjmiral, U.S. Navy, 

Commander-in-Chief, U.G. Pacific Fleet. 


DISTRIBUTION: 


P. C. Crosley, 
Flag Secretary. 
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ANNEX A 







TO 

CINCPAC OPERATION PLAN 3-R5 


INITIAL as.ijnment.; AND SCin DULI; FOR ESCORTS 




wtit Coast PXARL 

Bacort Croup Escort Croup 

17th 

Batdlv A - TENNESSEE ready /Desron Five 
MARYLAND " 13 th 
PENNSYLVANIA M 14 th 
COLORADO 1 Peb. 


En Route Croup 

Desdiv 10 (reach S.F. 

13 Dio.) , 

HONOLULU S( Reach PKAK 
20 Deo.) 


TALBOT) Ready 
WATERS) - PEARL 
DENT ) Deo 


NEV7 ORLEANS 
ST. LOUIS 

Deeron Three 



Special Escort Croup 

LOUISVILLE 

PENSACOLA 

BOISE 

PHOENIX 


Schedule 


PFARL - West Coast - 

Meet Coast PEARL Date 

17 knot 17 Dec 

C 

_ knot Dec 


I-- 


Escort Remarks 

MEW ORLEANS Must Dec departed/ 
Desdiv 10 from PH l2i Deo. 

Escort whole route. 

ST. LOUIS or MARYLAND and 
PORTER PENNSYLVANIA 

Dearon 3 
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TASK ORGANIZATION : 

(a) Task Pprce fifteen 


UNITED STATES PACIFIC FLEET, v. 

PEARL HaRBOR, T. H. p" 

> * 

P, 'p 

^pyppy 


Vie at Coast Escort Group - Rear Admiral Bagley. 




Batdiv A - TENNESSEE 
MARYLAND 
PENNSYLVANIA 
(COLORADO) 

PEARL Escort Croup 

One Desron (initial assignment 
in Annex A) 

Bn Route Escort Group 




p 


3 BB 
U BB) 


9 DD 


Combatant ships which may be making 
passage between West Coast and. Hawaii. 

Special Escort Croup 

Cruisers and DD as assigned. 

(b) Task Force Five - Commander Pacific Southern Coastal Frontier. 
Coastal and local defense forces. 


(c) Task Force Four 

Local defense forces. 
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1. Information . As in CincPac Campaign Plan No. 2-R5, 
and information bulletins to be issued from time to 
time by the Commander-in-Chief. CincPac Operation 
Plan No. 3-R5 assigns the task for this force. 

2. This force will protect designated United States and 
Allied shipping by escorting. 


O 

O 


c 


3. (a) Task Porce Fifteen . 

West Coast Escort Group . 

PiiARL Escort Group . 

an Route Escort Group . 

Escort convoys of all Allied shipping between the 
West Coast of the UNITED STATES and HAWAII. Not less 
than four destroyers are to be in the escort when 
within five hundred miles of terminals; not less than 
two on the remainder of the route. West Coast Escort 
Group will base in general on West Coast and battle¬ 
ships will not approach closer than two hundred miles 
to PEARL HARBOR. Pearl Escort Group base In general 
at P..ARL HARBOR. See Annex A for initial availability. 

En Route Escort Group relieve regular escorts whenever 
practicable. 

Special Escort Group escort convoys and ships between 
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Operation Plan 

No. 4-R5 

OAHU and outlying islands and on overseas routes as 
nay be directed. 

(b) Task Force Five au^nent escorts in coastal area 
when practicable. Route convoys except in Hawaiian 
Naval Coastal Frontier. *xox Routes are to avoid, 
when possible, known and probable area of enemy opera¬ 
tions. Utilize SAN PEDRO and SAN DIEGO as well as 
3AN FRANCISCO for loading points. Shipping between 
Northwest UNITED STATES and HAWAII proceed via SAN 
FRANCISCO. 

(c) Task Force Four escort and route inter-island 
shipping. Route convoys in Hawaiian Naval Coastal 
Frontier to avoid known and probable areas of enemy 
operations. Utilize both HONOLULU and PEARL for 
berthing and shipping. 

(x) This plan effective on receipt. Special 
assignments and schedules, will be in accordance with 
Annex A and future special directives. 

4. Logistic support on West Coast and at PEARL. Utilize 

West Coast supplies wherever practicable. Combasefor 

Subordinate Command utilize SAN PEDRO and SAN DIEGO 

as well as SAN FRANCISCO for loading points. 

-3- 
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Serial 


Operation Plan 

'Ho. 4-R5 


5. As in Operation Plan 2-H5. 




H. E. KIMMEL, 

Admiral, U.S. Navy, 

Commander-in-Chlef, U.S. Pacific Fleet. 


DISTRI B UTION : 
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Cincpac Pile No. 
A16-5/(16) 


Serial 


-# Z- 


CONFIDENTIAL 


Operation Order 

No. 


TASK ORGANIZATION 



(a) Task Force Twelve - Vice Admiral Brown. 



LEXINGTON 
INDIANAPOLIS 
CHICAGO 
PORTLAND 
DESRON 1 



(b) TaskGroup 12,7 

TANGIER 
V*m.W. BURROWS 
2 DD 

(c) Task Group 12.8 

WRIGHT 

2 DD 



(d) Task Group 12.9 

THORNTON 


1. Garrisons at outlying islands require reenforcement, 
and at WAKE and MIDWAY wounded need to be evacuated. 
A part of the civilian workmen require evacuation. 



2. Designated ships will transport reenforceraents to 
outlying Island bases and evacuate personnel there¬ 
from as indicated in paragraph three. 


-1 
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Oporatlon Order 

No. 

3. (a) Task Force Twelve on completion of fueling rendez¬ 
vous with Task Group 12.7 at a time and place to be 
designated by despatch by Commander-in-Chief. Thence 
proceed to rendezvous with Wm.W. BURROWS at a time and 
place to be designated by despatch, thence proceed to 
vicinity of WAKE. Cover unloading and loading of 
TANGIER and Wm.W. BURROWS as may be found expedient. 
BURROWS as may be found expedient without undue 
exposure of this force. 

When ships mentioned have completed duties at WAKE 
direct Task Group 12.7 to return to PEARL. This task 
force then rendezvous with Task Group 12,8 at time and 
place to be designated by despatch and proceed to 
MIDWAY. Cover unloading and loading of WRIGHT as may 
be found expedient without undue exposure of this force. 
Afjter WRIGHT has comple ted duties at MIDWAY direct 
Task Group 12.8 to return to PEARL, and thereafter Task 
Force Twelve operate in area to northward of MIDWAY 
against any enemy that may approach. 

If enemy contact is made during any of foregoing 
operations take offensive action against them and give 
such instructions to vessels being covered as your 
judgment dictates. 
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A16-3/(l6) 

Serial 

CONFIDENTIAL 

Operation Order 

No. 

(b) Task Group 12.7 less Wm.W. BURROWS load such per¬ 
sonnel and supplies for WAKE as Commandant, Fourteenth 
Naval restrict, directs and depart on twelve December 
for designated rendezvous with Taak Force Twelve . 

/ 

Wm.W. BURROWS Join Task Force Twelve at designated 
rendezvous. At JOHNSTON, MIDWAY and WAKE discharge 
cargo and personnel and embark other personnel as 
directed by Commanding Officers of respative Air Stations 
giving ir ecedence to wounded. Upon b eing released by 
Commander Task Force Twleve return to PEARL. 

(c) Task Group 12,8 load such personnel and supplies 
for JOHNSTON and MIDWAY as Commandant, fourteenth Naval 
District, directs and depart on or about twelve 
December for MIDWAY via JOHNSTON, thence to designated 
rendezvous with Task force Twelve . On arrival MIDWAY 
discharge cargo and personnel and embark other personnel 
as directed by Commanding Officer Naval Air Station 
giving precedence to wounded. Upon being released by 
Commander Task Force Twelve return to PEARL 

(d) Task Group 12.9 load such personnel and supplies for 
PALMYRA as Commandant, Fourteenth Naval District, directs 
and depart on twelve December fca? PALMYRA. On arrival 

' discharge cargo and personnel and embark other personnel 
as directed by Commanding Officer Naval Air Station. 
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CONFIDENTIAL 


Operation Order 

No. 

Upon completion return to PEARL. 

(x) Upon departing outlying bases report to Commander-in- 
Chief and Commandant, Fourteenth Naval District, expected 
time of arrival at PEARL. When four hours away report 
exact time of expected entrance. 

4. Commandant, Fourteenth Naval District, is requested, by 
copy of this order to take necessary steps as to loading 
the oiitgoing vessels, and to issue necessary instructions 
regarding personnel to be evacuated. 

5. Comnunications normal. 

Maintain radio silence enroute except for enemy contact 
or matter of extreme urgency. 

Use Greenwich Civil Time. 

Coramander-in-Chief at PEARL HARBOR. 

H. E. KIMMEL, 

Admiral, U.3. Navy, 

Commander-in-Chief, U.S. Pacific Fleet. 


DISTRIBUTION: 


(Normal) 
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RUNNING SUMMARY OF SITUATION (Cont'd ) 

December 11 . 

Task Force Twelve (LEXINGTON Group) continued its attempts 
to fuel during this day - still about 230 miles to the south- 
westward of Oahu. 

Task Force Eight remained to the northward. 

SARATOGA continued en route to Pearl, and MINNEAPOLIS and 
4 DD were sent to form her escort. 

Two submarines started for patrol off the Japanese Homeland; 
one more following on the 12th. 

The Secretary of the Navy arrived at Pearl Harbor. 

Plans for the reenforcer,lent of TCake were still under consider¬ 
ation but not yet crystallized. 

For despatches received on 10th and 11th see attached summary. 

No significant information of the rnemy was received except 
that his activity in the Gilberts was verified. The landing at 
Tarawa had apparently been for demolition only. 

The LAHAINA was shelled and sunk by a submarine about 700 
miles northeast of Oahu. 

December 12 . 

The Secretary of the Navy departed for the ’Vest Coast. 

Task Force Twelve was still unable to fuel at 3ea and it 
was decided tobring the LEXINGTON group into Pearl Harbor to 
accomplish this. 

It was intended to use this group in connection with the 
reenforcement of Wake, and to have the approaching SARATOGA fly 
off a squadron of Marine fighters which she was transporting, 
and send them to 'Vake on the LEXINGTON. 

Task Force Eight remained to the northward. 

The SARATOGA was being delayed by the effect of rough weather 
on her escort of three 1200-ton destroyers. 

No important despatches were received. 
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RUNNING SUMMARY OF SITUATION (Cont'd ) 

There had been several reports during the preceding few days 
of enemy aircraft on the West Coast. These were never verified^ 


O Enemy submarines have been operating in Hawaiian Area since 

the 7th, one having sunk the CYNTHIA OLSON miles to the east¬ 
ward early on that day. Few attacks had been made on combatant 
ships and none had been successful. 


Wake was continuing to be bombed almost daily. 
December 13. 


Task Force Twelve entered Pearl. It was decided to send it to 
raid Jaluit, (See Operation Order 40-41 of 13 December) changing its 
designation to Task Force Eleven. 



At the same time it was decided to form Task Force Fourteen 
with SARATOGA and send it to cover a reenforcement of Wake. The 
loading of the TANGIER for this purpose was commenced. 


The arrival of the SARATOGA was still further delayed by 
weather. 


Task Force Eight remained north of Oahu. 

It was beginning to be even more evident that carriers would 
,y not be readily available for transporting aircraft, and CinCPac's 
132101 (following) wa3 3ent. Opnav's reply 140237 is also shown. 

Land offensives of the enemy in the Far East were progressing 
unfavorably for us. 


December 14. 



Task Fo ce Eleven departed for Jaluit operation, 
the SARATOGA entered Pearl. 


after which 


Preparations for the reenforcement of Wake proceeded and 
Operation Order No. 39-41 for Task Force Fourteen, covering this 
operation was in preparation. No personnel reenforcements^ex- 
cept replacements were being sent to Wake, but ammunition, radar 
and many other su plies were loaded on the TANGIER, including 
the ground crew and equipment of VMF-221. She was also to take 
off about two-thirds of the 1500 civilian employees from Wake. 
The SARATOGA was to transport the planes of the VMF squadron. 

O 
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RUNNING SUMMARY OF SITUATION (Cont'd) 

Task Force Eight ontinued operating to the northward. 

Convoys were b r ing organized between the ’Vest Coast and 
Hawaii, the first westbound being due to sail on the 17th. 

Received Opnav's 142346 (following) which suggested a 
large reenforcement for Samoa. 

No significant information of the enemy was received, 
except that the Hoegh (Norwegian ship of which no information 
liad been received) was sunk 29 miles northeast of Oahu at about 
0300. No submarine or torpedo was sighted. 


December 15 . 

Operation Order 39-41 was issued. 

The TANGIER and oiler of Task Force Fourteen sailed - remain¬ 
der of force delayed until the next day because of the time necessary 
to fuel SARATOGA. 

Task Force Eight was returning to Pearl. 

CinCPac in 152302 reported to Gpnav concerning the Wake 
and Jaluit expeditions. Opnav replied "Concur heartily" (See 
following Opnav 160050). 

Johnston Island was shelled by light surface forces just 
after dark this date, and Kahului, Maui, was shelled by a 
submarine. Wake continued to receive almost daily bombings 
from two-engine bombers and four-engine seaplanes. 

On this date the Secretary of the Navy announced a consider¬ 
able percentage of the losses which had been suffered on the 7th - 
ARIZONA lost,"OKLAHOMA capsized, UTAH, OGLALA, three destroyers 
wrecked, and other ships damaged. 


December 16. 


Remainder of Task Force Fourteen departed, and Task Force 
Eight entered. Task Force Eleven still proceeding toward Jaluit. 
Both Task Force Eleven and .Fourteen planned to fuel at sea before 
beginning active operations. 

LOUISVILLE and her convoy arrived from Australia. 

Some reenforcement of B-17's had been received by this time. 
Three large Matson boats with supplies and reenforcements sailed 
from San Francisco this date under escort. 
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10 2033 


OPNAV TO CINCPAC 


Second Marine Defense Battalion leaves Parris Island via 
train about 12-14 December for San Diego your command. 

CNO believes best stationed Samoa* however, can be 
stationed in Hawaii. 

10 2209 OPNAV TO CIHCPAC. CINCLANT. ALL NAVAL DISTRICTS AND 

COAST FRONTIERS 

Desire assist Army aircraft warning service by providing 
suitable small vessels stationed 50 or more miles off 
shore to report approaching enemy aircraft and enemy 
surface craft and submarines. Such vessels to be equip¬ 
ped with radio for transmitting voice or telegraph as 
required for reception by Army v/arning net ashore. Crews 
to be furnished by Navy personnel if available otherwise 
by undoubtedly loyal civilians. Action addressees acquire 
or charter by usual procedure adequate number available 
vessels for this service in addition to those already 
being acquired under 17PL 46 if Naval and Coast Guard 
craft are Insufficient in numbers. Naval Coastal Frontier 
Force Commanders v/ill give highest priority to cooperation 
with Army Air Force Commanders for this purpose. 

11 1451 5ECNAV TO ALNAV 

EXECUTE WPL 46 AGAINST GERMANY AND ITALY IN ADDITION TO 
JAPAN NAVAL ATTACHES ADVISE NAVAL AUTHORITIES 


13 2101 CINCPAC TO OPNAV INFO COMAIRBATFOR 

'.Then will carrier be needed '.Test Coast for transportation 
Army pursuit planes here X Same question regarding Marine 
Aircraft ~ing 1 with composition this wing. 

14 0237_ OPNAV TO CINCPAC INFO PACFLT 

Your 132101 Marine Aircraft ’Ting 1 should reach San Diego 
by Friday 19th X Consists of 5 squadrons with approximately 37 
F4F-3's, 23 SB2U-3's, 19 SBD-l's and 11 SBD-4's X 30 Army 
pilots and 69 P-40 airplanes should reach San Diego by 
Tuesday 16 Dec X Army planes now In crates X Army author¬ 
ities have been informed that it might not be possible to 
accommodate all their planes available In 1 carrier 















© 

RXJN1TING SUMMARY OF SITUATION (Cont'd) 




YORKTOWN and four DD are due about 29 December at San Diego 
from the Atlantic. 

Estimates of enemy distribution of forces were received 
from Opnav, Com 16 and the British. All were in agreement that 
the main strength of BBs and CVs were unlocated. Their most 
probable location was in the Saipan-Bonin area. 
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14 2346 


OPNAV TO Cl NCPAC 


WITH FURTHER REFERENCE TO MY 091812 CNO ESTIMATES JAPANESE 
INTENTION ULTIMATELY TO CAPTURE ALL OF THE. SOUTH PACIFIC 
ISLANDS. IF THIS VIEW IS CORRECT, THE IMPORTANCE OF HOLDING 
SAMOA AND PALMYRA IS APPARENT. 

OWING TO THE DISTANCE OF SAMOA FROM HAWAII, THE GARRISON 
OUGHT TO BE IN SUCH STRENGTH AS TO BE ABLE TO HOLD OUT AGAINST 
A CONSIDERABLE FFFORT UNTIL YOU CAN TAKE ACTION AGAINST THE 
ATTACKING FORCES. AT PRESENT THE JAPANESE EFFORT IN THAT 
DIRECTION SEEMS TO BE MINOR AND TO CONSIST OF A FEW 
CRUISERS, DESTROYERS, SUBMARINES, AIRCRAFT AND TROOPS. 

WITH DUE REGARD TO THE SITUATION IN THE NORTH PACIFIC, CNO 
PROPOSES FOLLOWING PLAN:- TRANSFER SECOND MARINE DEFENSE 
BATTALION AND EIGHTH MARINE REGIMENT REINFORCED TO 3700 
MEN TO SAMOA WITH SUPPLIES FOR 3 MONTHS BUILDING UP TO 
6 MONTHS. YORKTOWN AND 4 DD WILL LEAVE NORFOLK DECEMBER 
17, PROPOSE TO ATTACH CRUDIV THREE AT PANAMA, PROCEED 
SAN DIEGO THENCE DIRECT TO SAMOA WITH TROOP CONVOY. 

IT WOULD ALSO BE HIGHLY DESIRABLE STATION 1 MARINE VF 
AND ONE VBS SQUADRON IN SAMOA IF YOU CAN SPARE THEM. 

CNO WILL ENDEAVOR TO PROVIDE TRANSPORTATION AND SMALL 
NAVAL LOCAL DEFENSE FORCE. 

ULTIMATELY CRUDIV 3 WILL RETURN PANAMA. 

ALSO SUGGEST ADDITION OF SMALL INFANTRY DETACHMENT TO 
PALMYRA . REQUEST YOUR EARLY CONSIDERATION AND ADVICE. 

15 2149 OPNAV TO CINCPAC 

YOU ARE AUTHORIZED AT YOUR DISCRETION TO REINFORCE WAKE 
AND MIDWAY, TO RESTOCK THEM WITH AMMUNITION AND SUPPLIES 
AND TO REMOVE CIVILIAN PERSONNEL. 

15 2301 CINCPAC TO OPNAV 


Wake must be:- One, supplied with ammunition and reinforced 
with fighter planes; 

Two, evacuated or; 

Three, abandon the garrison and defense workers totaling 
about 1400 men. To unload ammunition and stores and em¬ 
bark a portion of defense workers will take at least 2 
days. Embarking all personnel for evacuation should be 
accomplished in less than 1 day. With unfavorable weather 
these times will be indefinitely increased. Ammunition 













OBOrilM) * 

^ DEG. GCT . 

15 2301 that can be supplied will be sufficient for about 1 month 

at present rate of expenditure. Have planned to reinforce 
Wake and evacuate about 700 defense workers and am despatch¬ 
ing 1 CV 3 CA and a DD squadron escorting Tangier with 
ammunition and supplies departing today. Also^plan a diver- 
sional attack on Eastern Marshalls with 1 CV 3 CA and a 
squadron of destroyers who sailed yesterday. 

16 0050 OPNAV TO CIHCPAC 

OPERATIONS REPORTED IN YOUR 152302 ARE HEARTILY CONCURRED 
IN. 


16 1900 OPNAV TO CONTINENTAL N/%VAL COASTAL FRONTIERS. INFO: CINCPAC 

CINCLANT 

In Coastal Frontiers of continental United States operate 
under category of defense Cast instead of Baker. Chief 
of Staff, USA will issue similar orders to Army. 

16 2200 OPNAV TO CINCPAC 





AT YOUR CONVENIENCE REQUEST YOUR ESTIMATE AS TO DATE ON 
'WHICH AN AIRCRAFT CARRIER FROM YOUR FLEET MAY BE AVAIL¬ 
ABLE SAN DIEGO TRANSPORTING ASSEMBLED MARINE AND ARMY 
AIRCRAFT FROM SAN DIFGO TO HAWAIIAN AREA AND NUMBER OF 
HER OWN AIRCRAFT TO BE RETAINED FOR DEFENSE ENROUTE. 
YOUR 132101. FOR YOUR INFORMATION USS KITTYHAWK AND 
HAMMONDSPORT CONVERTED SEA TRAINS WILL ARRIVE SAN DIEGO 
ABOUT 1 JANUARY TO LOAD ASSEMELF.D AIRCRAFT FOR HAWAII 
OR FOR DELIVERY FAR EAST VIA AUSTRALIA IN ACCORDANCE 
FOR IECI31ON TO BE MADE LATER. THESE SHIPS CAN EACH 
CARRY EITHER ABOUT 48 PURSUIT AIRPLANES ASSEMBLED OR 
ABOUT 100 CRATED. 
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In reply address 

The District Public Works Officer 
Pearl Harbor, T. H., 
and refer to No. 

C-A1-1/EG53/ND14 
- J -ulJff-Bg (01377) 

i ELOi-AIIDIM TO: Captain A. C. Davis, Staff, CIUCPAC 
Subject; Tafuna Airport, Samoa 

1. Confirming Lt. Comdr. L. J. Watson’s statements to you, the 
completion of the first runway at Tafuna to 500 ft. by 3000 ft. is not 
possible before 1 Larch with the equipment now there, and how much tine 
after 1 Larch will be required remains to be determined. An estimate is 
expected from Samoa within a day or two (in response to our request). 

2. The estimate will be based on equipment now on the job 
plus the assumption that the job may be assured that continuous operation 
will not be interrupted because of lack of commercial gasoline, diesel 
oil and provisions. It is estimated that the present gasoline supply will 
last only to 1 January and that the diesel oil supply will last until 
about 1 February, after which respective dates the requirements will be 

25 fifty gallon drums o;.' gasoline and 15 fifty gallon drums of diesel cil 
per day. Provisions for Contractors' personnel (about 120 liainlanders 
and 1300 Samoans) have een made available principally through the 'aval 
Station. It is presumed that the Governor-Commandant is informing the 
Davy of all provision requirements. 




PUBLIC WORKS OFFICE 

FOURTEENTH NAVAL DISTRICT 

PEARL HARBOR, HAWAII, U. S. A. 

16 December 1941 


•TPT 


3. The date of "usable completion" of this runway was given 

as :.arch 1942 before the present emergency. This date was predicated upon 
the then scheduled arrival in Samoa of certain very important equipment 
that is now held up at San Francisco Bay points. 

4. The new tank farm (two 55,000 bbl. fuel oil tanks, two 10,000 
bbl. diesel oil tanks and two 2,500 bbl. gasoline tanks) will be ready to re¬ 
ceive a tanker 23 December if the tanker takes with it certain fittings and 
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Reference: 

1 . 

reinforced 

2 . 


Opnav 142346 re Samoa. 

Proposes 2nd Def. Bn. plus Oth Marine Regiment 
to 3700 men be sent Samoa. 

If 2nd Def. Bn. is full strength, it would have 


about 900 men with: 


6 - 5" or 155 mm. 

12 - 3” 

30 - .50 cal AA mgs. 
30 - .30 cal mgs. 

6 - Searchlights. 

1 - SCR 270 (radar) 
3 - SCR 260 (radar) 


3. The composition of the Oth Regiment reinforced to 

3700 is not seated but is assumed to be approximately as follows: 


Oth Regiment (Infantry) 2324 
Artillery Battalion 577 
Medical 150 
Service and Transport 170 
Tank Company 146 
Special Weapons (AA, AB, AT) 155 
Signal 113 
Headquarters 65 


3700 


NOTE: Engineers may be substituted for 

Tanks and/or special weapons. 

4. There is now In Samoa; 

4 - 6" Naval guns. 

£6 - 3" AA naval guns without director. 

12 - .50 cal AA mgs. 

12 - .30 cal mgs. 

427 - Personnel. 

500 - Native reserves - authorized but not completely formed. 
This has always been considered only a defense 


against raids. 


53 . 


-l- 











5. 


Comdt. Samoa has recommended increased defenses 


and the ROinC based estimates on an assumed defense scheme. 

Major Pefley made a study of the defe(s^es on the ground. I 
have been preparing a study of defense requirements based on a 
Category "C" (minor attack) and Category "D" (may be subjected 
to major attack). All earlier studies were considered and also 
the landing field construction and the increased strategic 
importance of Samoa. My studies indicated need for the following: 



Present Category "D" 

Increase 

Required 

Seacoast Defense: 

5", 6" or 7" 

4 

8 

4 


Antiaircraft: 

3" 

6 (Navy 

22 

16 

(Army) 

37 mm. AA: 

fixed) 

8 

8 

(1) 

.50 cal. AA: 

16 (4 Navy) 

56 

40 

(1) 


NOTE 1 : 37 mm. AA fire units (2 guns) may be substituted for 
about 50/o of the .50 cal AA fire units and figures 
given adjusted accordingly. 

Beach and Ground Defense Forces: 

6. The need for infantry on this relatively large island 

has always been realized. For a category "C" defense, one infantry 
battalion was desired. The study in progress had made no estimate 
of the infantry force for a category D defense. However, in view 
of the size of the island, the great possibility of attack as set 
forth by Opnav, and the need for its landing field, I am of the 















opinion that a reinforced regiment is not too large a mobilized 
defense force for the situation contemplated. 

7. In summary, it may be stated that there is quite 

es't td 

close agreement between the forces independently e*tm**ted 
here as necessary for the defense of Samoa and what Opnav now 
offers. Concurrence with Opnav plan as to sending 2d Defense 
Battalion and 8th Regiment to Samoa^indicated, insofar as 
strength is concerned. This plan must, however, be tested 
for logistics. 

(a) Tonnage for the initial movement will be 
provided by Opnav and is of no concern in this estimate. Prom 
experience in the Hawaiian area, about 300 tons of fuel, 
gasoline, clothing, food, and axatomatic supnlies is required 
to maintain one defense battalion for one month. Ammunition 
is in addition, but replenishment depends upon expenditures. 

0^ the basis of the foregoing, the average tonnage required 
monthly by the 2d Defense Battalion, the Qth Regiment, and the 
present defense force will be not less than 1800 tons exclusive 
of ammunition. An average of 200 tons a month would be recuired 
for this. On the basis of maintaining a G months supply, but 
never falling below 3 months, one 6000 ton shipment would be 
required every three months by the Marines. 

(b) The support of the Marines, however, is not 
the only shipping item for Samoa. There is the naval station, 
naval air station, the maintenance of an adequate level of fuel 
oil, diesel, and gasoline, and food for the natives who, with 
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increased, income, are becoming ever more dependent on imported 
food. Some shinning will have to visit Samoa for maintaining 
the foregoing, if we retain it. There will have to be tankers, 
cargo ships, and refrigerated space used for Samoa, regardless 
of the increased defense force. The question of escort will 
arise whether or not the defenses are increased as contemolated, 
and, therefore, is not particularly involved in the increase. 


In view of all the foregoing, I believe the Increased logistic 
demands of the larger defense force are not a controlling 
factor in the decision as to whether they should be sent to 
Samoa. It is a qudstion of capacity of ships used In this 
service, rather than the number of ships, sailings, or escorts. 
For these reasons, if we want to hold Samoa, the shipping and 
escort demands for the increased force may be rejected as a 
controlling factor as to the feasibility of Opnav's plan. 


(c) Housing will be a serious problem. The present 


defense forces have lived in tents for almost a year but will 
shortly move into barracks. The 2d Defense Battalion and the 
8th R e giment will have to live in tents for a considerable time. 
Much clearing of ground will have to be done to find a suitable 
camp site for the infantry. If arable patches are used. It may 
reduce Island food supply. The dispersion of troops of the 
defense battalion to be near their batteries and positions will 
be necessary. There is only 1,000,000 feet of contractor's 
lumber on the island, sufficient for required tent decks. 

All this could be eventually taken care of, if ships,material 
and time were available. There will be many difficulties in 
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housing but they are not insuperable and troops can live 
under field conditions for an extended period. 

(d) There is abundant water in Samoa, the chief 
problem being to get it to the place where needed. Suggested 
that about 10,000' of 3" or 4" pipe be taken along for this 
purpose. 

(e) The terrain is rugged, heavily wooded in 

places, and roads and trails are few and generally poor. 

Motor transportation is limited largely to the south coast. 

The emplacement of coast defense batteries is an engineering 

problem of no mean proportions. About 3 - 50 horsepower 

gasoline or diesel double drum hoists, shears, and cables 

for skidways used in hoisting heavy equipment should be 

provided. The emplacement of some gun batteries would require a 
long time. 

(f) The capacity of Pago Pago harbor is insuffic¬ 
ient to accommodate the convoy - at least 4 transports, an oiler 
and 1 or 2 cargo ships and probably an escort of cruisers, 

one carrier and 4 destroyers. Seven cruiser type vessels can 
be accommodated in the harbor but one mu 3 t anchor between the 
points at tne entrance almost in the open sea whore it would 
be subjected to torpedo and gunfire attack. 

(g) There is one pier in Pago Pago. Unloading 

by one vessel can be done over this £ier but simultaneous loading 
would have to be done by ships' boats. With the pier occupied 
by one vessel, the landing of troops and supplies from other 
vessels could hardly be accomplished over the same pier. The 
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removal of troops and equipment from the harbor area to clear 
it for landing other troops would present a further problem. 

The conclusion as to unloading iq that it would require an 
extended period during which vessels would be exposed to 
torpedo attack and require the constant presence and vigilance 
of the escort vessels. 

AIRCRAFT : 

8. Opnav considers it would be highly desirable to 
station 1 VMFron and 1 VMSBron in Samoa, if they can be 
spared. A^ present there is only 1 VMSBron available at Pearl 
and due to go to Midway on 17 Dec. The 1st Marairwing is now 
at San Diego awaiting transfer to Pearl. It consists of 37 VF, 
and 53 VSB. 0 n January 1, 1942 it will have 7 additional VF. 

In my opinion, immediate commitments for this wing should be 

as follows: Wake: some VF and 1 VSBron; Midway: some VF. 
Johnston and Palmyra should have aircraft but their fields 
are not ready. 1^ view of the foregoing, 18 VF and 18 VSB 
are available for Samoa. 

9. The readiness of the landing field at Samoa, is, 
however, the controlling factor. In this connection, see 
the attached memorandum of the District Public Worts Officer. 
March 1st appears to be the earliest date on which land planes 
can be supported in Samoa, and landplanes reqtiire no farther 
consideration here. It is recommended, however, that 1 squadron 
of VSO seaplanes be sent to Samoa until landplanes can be used. 
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The possibility as to fuel shows that the capacity 


c/ 


capacit 


on Dec. 28 will be 110,000 bbls fuel oil, 20,000 bbl frj e l - oil, 
and 5000 bbls gasoline. The tanks should be filled at the 
earliest opportunity. 

11. The chief delay in preparing the landing field is 
equipment that was awaiting shipment from San Francisco in the 
Hawaiian Merchant. No knowledge of this vessel's movements 
are known locally, but it lias a speed of about 16.5 knots. 

It should proceed Samoa immediately with needed equipr.ent or 
accompany the contemplated convoy, if early use of the landing 
field is to be obtained. 

STRATEGIC FEATURES : 

12. O^nav estimates it to be Japanese intention 
ultimately to capture all of the South Pacific Islands; that, 
owing to the distance of Samoa from Hawaii the garrison ought 
to be in such strength as to be able to hold out against a 
considerable effort until Cincpac can take action against the 
attacking forces; and that at present the Japanese effort in 
that direction seems to be minor and consists of a few cruisers, 
destroyers, submarines, and aircraft. There is complete agree¬ 
ment with the foregoing estimate. The most important questions 
in connection therewith is how much strength Japan can bring 
against 5 a moa, and when. Our problem is to get sufficient 
forces at Samoa in time to defeat Japanese efforts against it. 

13. The general strategic situation in the Pacific is 
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that Japan is making a major effort in Malaya. Her crying 
need is oil which she hopes to get in Borneo, rather than 
Burma. If Japan is successful in Malaya, it appears that her 
next major effort will be in Borneo. Some time must elapse 
before she can exert this major effort in Borneo with the 
same sea, land, and air forces, because some consolidation 
of gains and reorganization of forces would be necessary in 
Malaya. There is, however, the possibility that Japan already 
has forces available for a major effort in Borneo and that such 
effort may begin before Malaya i3 completely subdued. The 
Japanese are meticulous planners and organizers and will 
undertake no major effort until they are completely ready. 

14. Initial success of Japan has been due to surprise, 
efficient execution of a preconceived plan, and unexpected 
damage, at least by us, to allied major sea forces. The 
weakness of the Japanese plan is her widely spread forces which, 
if they are \msuccessful in their first thrust, are without 
reserves to continue the effort. Information, which we have 

no reason to doubt, indicates they contemplated the seizure 
of Wake. The loss of a CL and a DD resulted in withdrawal. 
Success, on the other hand, was easy in the Gilberts. The 
foregoing analysis applies particularly to the availability 
for landings. The greater flexibility and mobility of naval 
and air forces permits a rapid change in their theater of action. 

15. Although it is believed that Japan will execute 

vL*c e-p'f 

any new major effort in Borneo or in that area, she is undoubtedly 
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capable now of exerting minor efforts in other areas. It is 
entirely feasible that she can furnish several thousand troops, 
and transports for one or more of such expeditions. The 
furnishing of adequate air and naval support at great distance 
from present basis is not so feasible, as long as the Asiatic 
occupation continues. It is hardly probable that modern 
cruisers, battleships, and large carriers will be risked in 
a minor operation far from present bases, which will require 
their exposure during a period of days while a landing against 
opposition is being made. 

1G. The immediate situation in the Samoa area is 

that the Japanese have established air operations from Makin. 
This move appears to have been more for the immediate purpose 
of covering the southern flank of the Marshalls rather than ^ 
for gaining a takeoff for continued advance toward S a moa. 
Evidence, pf ,this 
* 






af .this 
. H wevef*. 


the occupation 

Ofc s- 

from the Marshall 


and subsequent evacuation of| 

< 

alls, Jaluit, it is 1710 miles V 


to Samoa and from Hawaii to Samoa it is 2276 miles. 


17. 


I A * view of the foregoing, it is indicated that 
Japan will not make a major attack against Samoa our 

airfield is completed there. Such an attack would be mac^e in 
the near future only if forces based on Samoa or if facilities 
there jeopardized Japanese operations in another more important 
area. A bombardment raid is entirely possible at any time but 
infantry can not combat such attack. 

18. C> e further consideration should be mentioned. 


O 
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The defensive strength of Samoa against landing attack lies 
in surf conditions on the windward (south) side and the 
fact that the rugged terrain and vegetation prevents advance 
from the north (most favorable for landing) to the vital area, 
except for a few preciptous trails. The use of mechanized 
equipment by the attacker after gaining a beachhead is im¬ 
probable. And, lastly, the Japanese have always avoided 
landing against a defended point, if this was at all possible. 
There is no maneuver space on shore for either attacker or 
defender. The strength of the defender lies in the defiles 
(beaches and trails) which will prevent extension of the front 
and furnish a concentrated target. 

19. j[f the conclusions of this estimate are accepted, 
it is recommended that the following despatch be sent to Opnav: 
"YOUR 142316 THERE IS GENERAL AGREEMENT WITH OPNAVS ESTIMATE 
RE SAMOA AND THAT REENFORCEMENTS ARE NECESSARY X LANDING FIELD 
WILL NOT BE USABLE PRIOR TO MARCH FIRST AND THEN ONLY IF VITALLY 


ESSENTIAL 



EQUIPMENT SCHEDULED TO DEPART SANFRANCISCO 


IN HAWAIIAN ■ PTiflNTSft , ARRIVES WITHOUT FURTHER DELAY X AIRCRAFT 
CAN BE SPARED FOR SAMOA WHEN FIELD IS READY X "OQS fl IDiJIl WWO R 
S A MCTOT UNhjl^VI-riLD X CAPACITY OF 
HARBOR INADEQUATE FOR CONVOY AND ESCORT CONTEMPLATED AND WILL 
EXPOSE AND DELAY VESSELS X UNLOADING PROTECTION STORES HOUSING 
FOR COMPIE TE DEFENSE BAT 'ALION AND REINFORCED REGIMENT PRESENTS 
MOST SERIOUS PROBLEM BUT THIS CAN BE SOLVED X LIMITED AREA 
AVAILABLE FOR CAMP AND POSSIBLE CLEARING NECESSARY 
TO ACCOMMODATE ENTIRE FORCE AT ONE TIME X RECOMMEND SECOND 


so 
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ANTiROAT WEAPONS ^BE SENT SAMOA NOW X REMAINDER REINFORCED 

A 

INFANTRY REGIMENT SHOULD BE HELD SANDIEGO OR SENT HAWAII FOR 
TRANSPORTATION SAMOA WHEN LANDING FIELD IS COMPIE TED X CONSIDER 
EXECUTION PLAN RECOMMENDED WILL FURNISH ADEQUATE IMMEDIATE 
DEFENSE AND ESTABLISHMENT OF DEFENSES BY INCREMENTS WILL 
SIMPLIFY LOCAL PROBLEMS WITHOUT UNDULY INCREASING ESCORT 
REQUIREMENTS X EXPECT OPNAV TO FURNISH TRANSPORTATION FOR 
INITIAL MOVEMENT X REINFORCEMENT BOTH JOHNSTON AND PALMYRA 
UNDER CONSIDERATION X ADVISE X 




D-c-C. 2-ZOZOl of OeCeuA^^ VU'hi C If) Wei S, 
4 c IWCill y :euif 
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SAMOA REENFORCEMENT 


I. SITUATION 


© 


1. See attached study by 86 which gives details of 
Samoan reenforcement suggested in Opnav despatch 142346. This 
same despatch contemplates: 

\ 

(a) Sending the total of about 4600 men and their 
equipment in one convoy direct from San Diego to Samoa. Three 
months' supplies to accompany; six months' supplies to be 
built up. 

(b) Composing the escort of the YORKTOWN, 4 DD and 
Crudiv 3 - all reenforcements to this fleet, due at San Diego 
about 29 December. 

(c) CNO endeavoring to provide tiansportation for 
the troops and equipment. 


at Samoa. 


(d) Possibly stationing 1 VMF and 1 VMBS Squadron 


Since Opnav's despatch H.Q. Marine Corps has organ¬ 
ized the above forces (including defense battalions) into the 
2nd Marine Brigade ready to sail in early January (202103). 

2. Although it has not been transmitted to Opnav, our 
tentative decision (see attached study) is: 

(a) To send, initially, only the Second Defense 
Battalion and one battalion of infantry reenforced by anti-boat 
weapons. 

(b) To hold remainder of Eighth Regiment at San Diego 
(or Hawaii) until the landing field at Samoa is completed (1 
March or later). 

(c) To transfer one VMFron and one VMSBron to Samoa 
when the airfield is ready. 

3. (a) Second Marine Battalion reported for duty on 20 
December (47 officers, 814 men plus 84 men required for Sanoa). 

(b) Battalion Commander will inform very shortly 
as to needs for cargo space. 

(c) First Marine Air ’.Ving will be assembled at San 
Diego ( 37 VF, 53 VSB), about 21 December, 
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(a) Distances involved: 


Distance Days at Days at 
_ 15 kts. 12 kt. 


Samoa - San Diego 
Pearl - San Diego 
Pearl - Samoa 
San Diego-Samoa-Pearl 
Samoa - Makin 
Samoa - Jaluit 


4180 

11.6 

14.5 

2280 

6.3 

7.9 

2280 

6.3 

7.9 

646 0 

17.9 

22.4 

I-4UO 



,nu> 




(b) 


War radii of ships involved: 

15 kts 

YORKTOWN 14546 

Crudiv 3 8120 

Desron 2 5850 

Average transport 10000 


12 kts 

16623 

9750 

6550 


(c) Number of cruiser or transport berths at Pago 
Pago - 6 plus one in harbor entrance. This leaves one buoy for 
four destroyers. 

Too yck of 4/7 *wtel ke 

(d) Net defenses - mm . That intended for Rabaul I d ; J , 
has been made available but is still in San Francisco. 


(e) Mine field - Ordered by CNO to be laid in accord¬ 
ance with plan now laid out on chart. Will probably be laid by 
the time reenforcements reach there. Consists of two single 
line3 of mines, giving 3one but very little protection inside 
the harbor and also some in areas outside where depths are 
about 40-45 fathoms. Mines are 100 yards apart. 


5. Other considerations: 


(a) Surface raiding activities of the Japanese 
apparently have so far been by the small cruisers and destroyers 
of the Fourth Fleet. Our OCL's are more than a match for them. 

(b) Only seaplanes can be based at present at Makin. 

6. Transports available . CNO has said that he will 
endeavor to furnish transportation. 86 estimates that four 
transports and 1 or 2 cargo ships will be necessary for the 
whole movement. For our initial reenforcement, two transports 
and one cargo ship should be sufficient. (Only one Easefor 
transport, HARRIS, is available and it arrives in Hawaii 23 
December). 
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7. Fuel . There Is little hope of the fuel storage being 
ready and filled in time to be of assistance for this expedition. 
An oiler will therefore be necessary. It should be sent from 
the coast to either precede or accompany the convoy, depending 

on the speeds involved. Such employment of a fleet oiler will 
put even more strain on our fuel replenishment at Pearl. 

8. Discussion. 


Having reduced the size and consequent importance 
of the first convoy, we would be justified in not sending a 
carrier with the convoy, particularly as the YORKTOWN is 
needed for ferrying aircraft to Hawaii and for offensive and 
defensive purposes in that area. If two OCL's and 4 destroyers 
are not considered sufficient for the reduced convoy, a heavy 
cruiser may be sent to join It at some such point as where it 
crosses the longitude of Pearl Harbor. The destroyers should 
not be reduced, as they will be particularly needed because of 
the lack of submarine protection in Pago Pago Harbor. 

Rather than anchor the whole force in Pago Pago harbor 
at one time, it would be better to have the transports go to the 
dock one at a time, where they could unload and the oiler could 
fuel them simultaneously. The destroyers could first fuel at 
sea or in the harbor one at a time, while two remain with 

the convoy and one patrols the entrance. 

The cruiser aircraft should maintain an inner air 
patrol over the entrance. 

Cruisers could be fueled at sea, or one at a time 
in the harbor. 

Covering . If we are going to raid the Marshalls 
In the near future. It would be well to time the raid with 
the approach of this convoy to Samoa. If no raid takes place, 
a covering movement of one of our task forces toward the 
Gilbert area should be made. 
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RUNNING SUMMARY OF SITUATION (Cont'd) 


December 17. 


No change in the situation as to major task forces. It 
was decided to send the WRIGHT to supply Midway and to partially 
evacuate civilians. The PORTER (Comdesron 5) was assigned as 
escort. 

It was decided to send available submarines to observe in 
the Marshalls. 

Submarine patrol at Midway and Wake was reduced to one each. 

A study on the Samoan reenforceraent was completed and is 
appended. 

Vice Admiral Pye relieved Admiral Kimmel of command of the 
Fleet this date. Admiral Nimitz will take command later. 

Enemy submarine activity was very light - still no success¬ 
ful attack on a combatant ship. (Only three attacks have been 
reported during the war). 

Radio intelligence connected Crudiv 8 and Cardiv 2 of the 
enemy fleet with Airon 24, of the Fourth (Mandate) Fleet. 

Received Opnav's 170115 giving appreciation of tasks of 
Pacific Fleet (See following). 


December 18. 


Army forces In the Hawaiian Coastal Frontier were placed 
under the CinCPac this date under the principle of unit of \ 

command (Opnavs 2355 following). 

No change of operations for major Task Forces was Initiated. 

COOLIDGE and SCOTT were being loaded with wounded and 
evacuees and will constitute the first convoy from Honolulu 
tomorrow (aside from the local A/S protection which has been 
consistently furnished). 

The enemy announced with considerable accuracy our losses 
on the 7th. 

Land offensives in the Far East continued to advance. 

However, most of our naval forces had cleared the Philippines 
safely. 

' 5 . ' 

Enemy Cardiv 2 and Crudiv 8 continued to be associated with 
the Fourth Fleet in communications. Also Cardiv 5 was associated 
in one message with local defense units In the Eastern Marshalls, g y". 
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RUNNING SUMMARY OF SITUATION (Confd) 

December 19« 


Task Forces Eleven and Seventeen proceeding as before. 

Task Force Eight sailed with orders to support Task Forces 
Eleven and Fourteen in accordance with Op. Order 42-41. WRIGHT 
and PORTER departed for Midway in accordance Op. Order 43-41, 

Received word that facilities at Cavite had been com¬ 
pletely demolished. 

CinC in his 191037 (following) replied to Opnav's 170115. 


December 2p . 

Orders for Task Forces Eleven, Fourteen and Eight were 
changed by CinC»s 210157 (See Vice Admiral Pye»s Estimate and 
CinCPac’s 210147 following). The Substance was that the 
Jaluit raid was called off. Task Force Fourteen*s area of 
operations was restricted, and Task Forces Eleven and Eight 
were assigned areas from which to support Task Force Fourteen. 

PENNSYLVANIA, MARYLAND and TENNESSEE departed for the 
We3t Coast where repairs are to be completed. 

Wake received a dive bombing attack from carrier planes 
this date. TRITON was recalled from there due to materiel 
trouble - leaving no submarine on patrol there. 


December 21. 


All forces proceeding as before. The Matson ship convoy 
arrived Honolulu. 

Wake received another raid from dive bombers as well as 
horizontal bombers. On one occasion previously the daily 
raid (about noon) was made by 41 two-engined bombers. 

Radio intelligence indicated little of a definite charac¬ 
ter except that the SORYU appeared to be in the general vicinity 
of Wake. 

Submarines appeared on the West Coast and sank two ships. 

A recommendation to Opnav was made to effect the Samoan 
reenforcement in two increments and employ the YORKTOWN for a 
ferry trip to Hawaii (See CinCPac 220301 following) 
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RUNNING SUMMARY 0? SITUATION (Cont’d) 

December 22 

Wake’s report of a landing attack arrived at 0520 (HST). 

Troops were reported on the island and several ships including 
destroyers and a transport were mentioned. Nothing was heard 
after 0830 (HST). The Commander-in-Chief decided to recall Task 
Force Fourteen which was due to arrive off Wake on the 23rd (HST). 

The considerations affecting this decision are appended. The 
Radio Intelligence report for the day previous linked Crudiv 8 
(2 CA), Cardiv Two (2 CV) and Batdiv 3 (2 BB). During the de¬ 
liberations as to this move Opnav’s despatch 221706 (appended) 
was received. The decision was reported to Opnav in CinCPac’s 
222256 (also appaided). 

Task Forces Eleven and Fourteen were ordered to return to 
Pearly and Task Force Eight to cover the WRIGHT at Midway. 

December 23 M 

Task Force 14 was ordered to send the TANGIER to Midway to 
land any of her supplies which might be required. Also the 
SARATOGA will fly off VMF-221 to Midway. 

Opnav in 231546 commented upon CinCPac’s 191037 regarding de¬ 
fenses at Hawaii. CinCPac replied in 240507. 

Johnston was shelled by a submarine on the night of 22nd and 
Palmyra this night. 

December 24 

Task forces proceeding as before. WRIGHT and PORTER arrived 
at Midway. 

Plans were made to send supplies and reenforcements to Johnston, 
Palmyra and Christmas Islands (Op. Order 45-41) and Palmyra and 
Christmas groups departed. 

Second convoy from the Coast arrived. 

PENSACOLA at Brisbane was ordered by Opnav to accompany her 
convoy to Torres Strait, then rejoin Fleet. BOISE was being retained 
in the Asiatic Fleet. 

Reports of continued activity of the enemy in the Gilberts was 
received. 

Leave and liberty over Christmas were cancelled. 

Enemy offensives in the Far East were still progressing. 

















DEC. GCT. 

17 0115 OPNAV TO CINCPAC 


CHANGE TASK OF SUB-PARAGRAPH DOG MY 090139 TO READ:- 

"RAID ENEMY SEA COMMUNICATIONS AND FORCES" - IT BEING 
UNDERSTOOD THE WORD FORCES INCLUDES POSITIONS AND INSTALL¬ 
ATIONS OF ALL CHARACTER. 

YOUR ESTIMATE OF SITUATION ACCORDS IN GENERAL WITH IDEAS 
OF CNO. HOWEVER, THERE ARE SOME FEATURES WHICH YOU ARE 
HEREBY REQUESTED CAREFULLY TO RECONSIDER: 

FIRST, KNOX IS NOT YET SATISFIED THAT HAWAIIAN ISLANDS ARE 
SAFE FROM CAPTURE. CNO CONSIDERS IT POSSIBLE FOR JAPANESE 
CARRIERS AGAIN TO DESTROY A LARGE PART OF THE SHORE BASED 
AIRCRAFT AND IF THIS OCCURS A SECOND TIME THEY CANNOT BE 
REPLACED EXCEPT AFTER A LONG PERIOD. JAPANESE CARRIER 
STRENGTH IS SUCH THAT YOU CANNOT GUARANTEE THAT LANDINGS 
BY JAPANESE TROOPS WILL NOT BE MADE ON UNDEFENDED ISLANDS 
OF THE HAWAIIAN GROUP AND SEIZURE OF AIRFIELDS OR DESTRUC¬ 
TION OF PLANES ARE STILL POSSIBLE OF ACCOMPLISHMENT. THE 
ENTIRE DEFENSE SYSTEM OF THE HAWAIIAN ISLANDS IS UNDER 
REVIEW BY THE WAR AND NAVY DEPARTMENTS. CNO HAS RECOMMEND¬ 
ED STATIONING TROOPS AND AIRCRAFT ON ALL THE LARGER ISLANDS 
IN ORDER TO REDUCE VULNERABILITY AIR TO CREATE A LARGER 
BASE AREA WITH MUTUALLY SELF SUPPORTING FORCES; 

SECOND, UNTIL OAHU DEFENSES ARE BUILT UP TO SATISFACTORY 
STATUS PEARL HARBOR SHOULD BE USED BY YOUR VESSELS ONLY 
FOR SHORT PERIODS AND WHEN SUCH USE IS ESSENTIAL. NO 
REGULAR OVERHAULS SHOULD BE SCHEDULED FOR THE NAVY YARD 
BUT ALL ITS ACTIVITIES DEVOTED TO SUPPLY AND TO EMERGENCY 
REPAIR PURPOSES AND ALTERATIONS THAT CAN BE ACCOMPLISHED 
QUICKLY. UPKEEP PERIODS SHOULD BE SHORTENED AND SHIPS 
KEPT AT SEA AS MUCH AS POSSIBLE WITHOUT REGARD AT THIS 
THE: TO RELAXATION PERIODS FOR PERSONNEL. EVERY POSSIBLE 
MEANS SHOULD BE DEVISED AND EXECUTED WHICH WILL CONT IBUTE 
TO SECURITY AGAINST AIRCRAFT OR TORPEDO OR GUN ATTACK OF 
SHIPS, AIRCRAFT AND SHORE FACILITIES; 

THIRD, THE MARSHALL ISLAND BASES CONSTITUTE A CONTINUOUS 
THREAT TO YOUR FORCES AND SHIPPING TO HAWAII AND THE FAR 
EAST AS WELL AS THREAT TO WAKE AND MIDWAY. CONSIDER THAT 
THESE JAPANESE BASES SHOULD BE RAIDED AND DESTROYED WHEN 
PRACTICABLE AND UNDER APPROPRIATE CIRCUMSTANCES NOT DNLY 
BECAUSE OF THESE THREATS BUT AS SUPPORTING MEASURES FOR WAKE 
AND MIDWAY AND FOR TEE GREAT MORAL VALUE ’WHICH SUCCESSFUL 
OFFENSIVE OPERATIONS WILL HAVE FOR THE ARMY, NAVY AND 
PEOPLE OF UNITED STATES AS YOU NOW PLAN. 
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DEC. GCT. 

17 0115 CNO RECOGNIZES NEED FCR UTMOST SECRECY BUT DESIRES TO 
(Cont'd) BE INFORMED IN ADVANCE OP SPECIAL OH.RATIONS ’THEN 
PRACTICABLE; 

FOURTH, WHILE YOUR PROPOSED DEPLOYMENT IS CONSIDERED 
SOUND, CNO INVITES TTENTION TO THE DANGER OF EMPLOYING 
THE SAME TYPE OF DEPLOYMENT OR CONDUCTING OPERATTDNS 
ALONG FIXED LINES OVER EXTENDED PERIODS. IN THIS, AS 
IN ALL OTHER OPERATIONS, DECEPTION AND SURPRISE ARE 
ESSENTIAL; 

FIFTH, WHILE TRANS-PACIFIC SHIPPING TO AUSTRALIA AND 
BEYOND MAY EVENTUALLY BE REDUCED IT WILL INCREASE OVER 
THE NEXT SEVERAL WEEKS IN ORDER TO PROVIDE SUPPORT FOR 
ARMY AND NAVY FORCES IN THE FAR EAST AREA AND LTTER 
(UPPER OR LOWER?) AUSTRALIA. 

IT ALSO MAY BECOME NECESSARY AT TIMES TO ESCORT SHIPPING 
BETWEEN WEST COAST AND THE CANAL. 

DESIRE YOUR COMMENT AFTER DUE CONSIDERATION OF FOREGOING. 


17 0235 OPNAV TO CIIICPAC 

SOUTHEAST PACIFIC FORCE HEREBY PLACED TEMPORARILY UNDER 
CINCPAC FOR ESCORT OF YORKTOVN ULTIMATELY WILL RETURN TO 
PRESENT DUTY. CINCPAC ISSUE MOVEMENT ORDER FROM CANAL 
ZONE WHERE CARRIER AND 4 DD EXPECTED ARRIVE ABOUT 21 
DECEMBER. COMPAN N C F AND COMPACSOU N C F COOPERATE 
WITH CO'SEPACFOR IN ESCORT AND COVER WITH PATROL PLANES 
AS PRACTICABLE WHILE VESSELS ARE IN RESPECTIVE COASTAL 
ZONES. THIS MOVEMENT MUST BE KEPT AS SECRET AS POSSIBLE. 


17 2355 OPNAV TO CINCPAC 


IN SEPARATE DISPATCH TO THE COMMANDING GENERAL HAWAIIAN 
DEPARTMENT BY THE CHIEF OF NAVAL OPERATIONS AND THE CHIEF 
OF STAFF ALL ARMY FORCES IN THE HAWAIIAN COASTAL FRONTIER 
HAVE BEEN PLACED UNDER THE COMMAND OF TEE COMMANDER IN 
CHIEF OF THE PACIFIC FLEET. OBTAIN FROM COMMANDING GENERAL 
A CERTIFIED COPY OF DISPATCH REFERRED TO WITHOUT PARAPHRASE. 


693 17th WAR DEPARTMENT TO COMDG.GEN. HAWAIIAN DEPARTMENT 

ALL ARMY FORCES IN THE HAWAIIAN COASTAL FRONTIER ARE PLACED 
UNDER THE COMMAND OF THE COMMANDER IN CHIEF U.S. PACIFIC 
FLEET, UNDER THE PRINCIPLE OF JJNITY OF COMMAND AS PRESCRIBED 
IN CHAPTER TWO, PARAGRAPHS 9(b)(2) and (10), JOINT ACTION 
OF THE ARMY AND THE NAVY COMMA NINETEEN HUNDRED AND THIRTY 
FIVE STOP YOU WILL DELIVER EXACT COPY OF THIS MESSAGE TO 
COMMANDER IN CHIEF PACIFIC FLEET AND ADVISE WAR DEPARTMENT 
OF DATE AND HOUR UNITY OF COMMAND BECOMES EFFECTIVE X 
STARK AND MARSHALL ^ 











21 0147 CIKCPAC TO CFIIAV 


In view disclosed weakness of Army defense Hawaiian Islands 
and reduced battleship strength consider maintenance of 
most of present fleet strength essential to insure defense 
of islands. Also in view indicated increased air activity 
Marshalls with assurance one and possibly two carrier groups 
and evidence of extensive offshore lookout and patrol now 
consider surprise attack improbable. I have reluctantly 
abandoned proposed carrier attack on Marshalls. Wake 
bombed by Carrier planes today. Operations relief of Wake 
continue but carrier not to approach closer than two 
hundred miles x Task Force previously assigned attack 
mission being moved to northward in support task force 
enroute vicinity Wake. 

22 1706 OPNAV TO CINCPAC 


Your 210147 and 152302 general considerations and recent 
developments emphasize that Wake is now and will continue 
to be a liability. You are authorized to evacuate Wake 
with appropriate demolition. Efforts to strengthen and 
hold Midway should continue. King concurs. 

22 2256 CINCPAC TO OPNAV 


Wake cannot be evacuated. It was under coordinated heavy 
bomber and carrier plane attack at 0210 GOT 22d. It is 
under landing attack today by several cruisers, destroyers 
and transports with possibility covering force in vicinity. 
Last report at 1952 GCT 22d is enemy on island, several 
ships plus transport moving in. Issue in doubt. Gallant 
defense Wake has been of utmost value but hereafter Wake 
is a liability. In view present extensive operations I 
am forced to conclude that risk of one task force to attack 
enemy vicinity of Wake is not justifiable. Have ordered 
retirement of two western task forces. Third task force 
has been ordered to cover Wright now enroute Midway. 
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22 0301 






CINCPAC TO OPNAV, infor Comdt Samoa, CG2JtTrainFor, 

BaseforSubOrdCom, CPSNCF. 

Your 142346 CinC in general agreement your estimate 
reference Samoa and tha.t reenforcements are necessary. 

However, problem complicated by following factors 

One, landing field wi]1 not be usable prior March and 
then only if vitally essential construction equipment 
now scheduled depart San Francisco in Hawaiian Merchant 
arrives without delay and if operations not internup^d by lack 
gasoline, diesel oil and provisions; 

Two, current supply contractor's gasoline exhausted by 
one January and diesel by one Frebruary; 

Three, Navy quantities any petroleum products negligible 
and storage not complete; 

Four, tanker of which fleet critically short required 
fuel escort and Samoa shore establishement; 

Five, small harbor and lack of A/S protection limits 
size convoy that can be expeditiously handled without 
undue risk and delay; 

Six, protection stores and providing camp site and tent 
floors serious problem. 

In view foregoing recommend increase Samoan garrison by 
increments first increment to consist of second defense 
battalion and one battalion infantry reenforce with anti¬ 
tank platoon and enginneer company to sail San Biego when 
transportation mentioned your 142346 and one oiler also 
furnished by you is available. Remainder reenforced 
regiment should be held San Diego for later transportation. 
Local Defense vessels should accompany first increment if 
possible. 

If this plan adopted propose escort first increment Crud- 
dive 3 and 2 DD of YORKTG’TN group, leaving YORKTOWN free 
for other employment. Till require early advice composition 
of convoy and estimated date of sailing. Sent separately 
To Samoa. Com-11 deliver for info to Comdg. Gen, Second 
Joint Training Force. Com-12 deliver to CombaseforSubCom. 











ODO w ET ' 


DEC. GCT 

23 0145 


23 1546 


24 0507 






OPNAV TO MULTIPLE ADDRESS 


V9h.ile Chief of Naval Operations assumes that events of 
December 7 have caused all naval forces to assume a 
state of readiness against surprise attack it should be 
noted that Japanese and German psychology make Sundays, 
Christmas and other holidays likely dates for attack. 

OPNAV TO CINCPAC 

REVIEW OF YOUR 191037 IN CONSULTATION WITH ARMY AIR STAFF 
INDICATES DESIRABILITY RECONSIDERATION PROPOSED ACTION 
RELATIVE OUTLYING FIELDS AND AIRCRAFT STATUS AT NIGHT. 
VALUE OF DISPERSAL OF AIRCRAFT FOR REDUCTION OF VULNER¬ 
ABILITY FITS IN WITH CREATION OF LARGER BASE AREA (3 OR 
MORE ISLANDS) WITH MUTUALLY SUPPORTING FORCES AND 
INDICATES NEED TO RETAIN UTILIZE AND DEFEND OUTLYING 
FIELDS. VAL'E OF FIGHTER AIRCRAFT AT NIGHT IN GOOD 
WEATHER WARRANTS RETENTION OF SOME IN ALERT STATUS 
THROUGHOUT THE NIGHT. KING CONCURS. 

CINCPAC TO OPNAV 


No fields being made unusable that are suitable for 
regular Army Navy use except by temporary removable 
blocking and in some cases preparing to demolish by 
mines. Possible demolition by enemy bombs is being in¬ 
sured against. No demolition charges being placed un¬ 
til field is properly defended against sabotage. One 
squadron Army pursuit on alert during darkness but 
pursuit planes in air from one hour before sunrise to sun¬ 
set except when carrier and other important fleet units 
are in port is being reduced to conserve material. 
Add'tional radars have been installed and with more 
experienced personnel the efficiency has been greatly 
increased. Daily search through 360 degrees by patrol 
planes to 700 miles and Army bombers to 800 miles. 

Your 231546. 
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Cincpac File No. 


UNITED STATES PACIFIC FLEET 
U. S. S. PENNSYLVANIA, Flagship 

December J p 
WAKE 


There are nearly 1500 oeople on Wake. 

By completely destroying or abandoning everything 
on the island, including personal belongings, the per¬ 
sonnel could be taken on the Tangier very rapidly. 

She would be crowded to an extreme degree, but I 
beieve it could be done. 


Now as to protecting her. 

She should not go until air protection is available. 

My conclusion then is that if Wake is to be evacuated, 
and I strongly recommend aga inst that , then the promptest 
measure is to send 

TANGIER to join LEXINGTON group, and have her and DD 
do the job while LEX planes cover the operation. 


C. E. McMorris. 

NOTE: SARATOGA force was one sent with the TANGIER 


75 










Estimate by Admiral Pye 

on 20 December. 


r*\ 
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(A) 


(1) There is evidence of increasing air activity in 

Marshalls, both land based and carrier based. 

(2) Intercepted traffic indicates increased activity in 

patrol operations in vicinity of Marshall Islands. 

(3) Indications that seaplanes are based at Taritari. 

(4) Our positive information re situation in Marshall 

Islands is non-existent. 


(B) From the above it appears that the element of surprise 
in the attack of Task Force 11 will probably be missing in 
which case serious losses might be sustained without compen¬ 
sating damage to enemy. Such a loss would have a seriously 
depressing morale effect on the fleet and country and jeopard¬ 
ize the Hawaiian Islands. 


(C) That long delay in initiating the plan caused by the 
inability of the LEXINGTON to fuel has made it possible for 
the enemy to -estimate the situation and to increase the de¬ 
fense of the Islands. This in itself is an advantage, as 
it has caused reduction in air strength in other areas. 

(D) Task Force 14 will be at its nearest point about 750 
miles from any enemy air base - such position is not dangerous 

' from air attack. There is a possibility that an enemy force 
may take the offensive against this force if its mission is 
suspected but such chance must be taken any time. 

(E) If Task Force 11 moves to the northward it will be in 
a positions to support Task Force 14. 

(F) Enemy carrier groups full of fuel will be able to 
overtake either of our Task Forces in long run to Pearl. 

We have no support other than Task Force 8. 
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Estimate by Admiral Pye as to Action 
re enemy Investing ’Take - 0700 - December 22. 1941 . 

1. Relief of Wake on present expedition now impossible. 
Tangier should be diverted to eastward. 

2. Relief mission having been abandoned, only two crourses 
remain, (a) To attack enemy forces in vicinity of 'Jake; or 

(b) Withdraw all forces to eastward. 

3. The time of enemy attacks by carrier planes the last 
two days followed by landing operations today indicates enemy 
has estimated closely the time at which our relief expedition 
might arrive, and may if the general location of our carrier 
groups is estimated be waiting in force. 

4. There is a possibility of doing extensive damage to 
the enemy if the presence in the vicinity of our carrier groups 
is not suspected. 

5. Our naval forces have not yet been exposed to action. 

6. The danger to damaged ships at 2000 miles from base 
must not be under-estimated. A loss of a large part of our 
forces would make possible a major operation against the 
Hawaiian Islands. We cannot afford such losses at present. 

7. The decision therefore appears to lie between two 
courses of action - 

(a) Direct Task Force 14 to attack enemy forces. 

Task Forces 8 and 14 to become involved only in covering the 
retirement of Task Force 14, or, 

(b) Retiring all forces without any attempt to attack 
enemy concentrated near Wake. 

8. Discussion of course (a):- 

There is good reason to believe that if our carrier 
attack is successful, extensive damage may be done to enemy 
forces near Wake. It is not probable, though possible, that 
enemy carrier will be closer than 100 miles from Wake. One 
enemy carrier probably has a definite objective at Wake. One 
or more others may be reserved for any forces seeking to come 
to Wake's relief. The use of our carrier planes will show 
definitely the presence of one carrier in the vicinity. If it 
is pursued the pursuing enemy carriers may be engaged with Task 
Force 11 and 8 and cause the enemy serious losses. 
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The proposed attack even by one group may involve 
the loss of the entire group. Such a loss if the enemy can 
be seriously damaged and some offensive spirit shown by our 
Navy may be worth the sacrifice in view of YORKTOWN joining 
within two week3. The SARATOGA in Task Force 14 will have the 
use of the Marine planes which were to go to Wake, but these 
are not suited to carrier landings and can be used only in 
an emergency. 

9. OPNAV despatch just received states Wake v/ill continue 
to be a liability and authorizes evacuation. Evacuation is 
impossible ; it will eventually be forced to capitulate. Hie 
real question at issue is, shall we take the chance of the loss 
of a carrier group to attempt to attack the enemy forces in the 
vicinity of 7/ake. 

10. The exact positions of Task Forces 11 and 8 
are unknown, but since the modification of instructions 
have had adequate time to reach assigned operating areas. 

The distances between Task Forces is thenfore greater than 
had been anticipated for tomorrow. 

Relief or evacuation of Wake now impossible. 

Task Forces 14, 11, and 0 retire to northeastward, 
then to Pearl. Report position v/hen within 600 miles of 
Pearl. 


Relief or evacuation of Wake now impossible. 

Task Force 14 make one air attack on enemy forces, then retire 
to northeastward. Task Forces 11 and 8 retire to northeastward 
not becoming involved in action in support of Task Force 14 
except under favorable circumstances. 
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Estimate of Captain McMorris as to action 

regarding eneirr/ investing Wake 0800 Dec. 22 


Wake reported being under gunfire by surface 
forces about 0300 local time today, and that a landing attack 
was indicated. 

Two days ago carrier dive bombers and shore 
based horizontal bombers attacked independently. 

Yesterday they attacked together. 

A dawn landing attack with air support is 

indicated. 

2. Enemy force present is uncertain. Only one 
carrier is known to be present. Others may be. If there be 
additional carriers they may not participate in the attack 
but be disposed to prevent interference with the landing and 
to attack any of our own forces going to relief of Wake. No 
real evidence of this. 

On December 17 a single message was partially 
decrypted that contained Cardiv 5 (probably) as a joint addressee 
with various Marshall stations believed to be offshore patrols 
and observations stations. 

Numerous other messages of the past few da 77 s have 
concerned 4th Fleet - Cardiv Two (HOHYU and SIRYU) and Crudiv 
8 (2CA) Horyu and Siryu small CV. 

RDF cut Pearl-Samoa-Dutch JIarbor indicated Crudiv 
8 vicinity Saipan. No direct evidence of more than 1 CV in 
vicinity. 

3. Information is too vague and limited to draw 
definite conclusions but some indications of most mid-Pacific 
carriers nearing Japan. 

4. In existing circumstances relief or abandonment 
of Wake at this time assumes seconder'/ importance even though 
there continues to be strong reasons for relieving that place 
at an earl:/ date. The point is there is an enemy force 
(possibly weaker) that we can get at. 
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5. Our own forces are scattered but converging. 

The exact sitxiation as to fuel is not known 
but there are strong reasons for feeling that the cruisers 
and DD of T.P. 11 and 14 have recently fueled and that the 
CYs of those two forces still have 2/3 or more of their 
capacity. T.P. 8 ha3 thus far steamed only about 1500 miles. 
The carrier of that force is a long range one. The DDs of 
T.P. 8 are probably the units least well off in fuel and they 
can steam a long way at high speed. 

6. Relief of Wake must be delayed or abandoned; 
the question of evacuation must also await determination 
\mtll the present situation clears. Best way to clear it 
is to get at the enemy. 
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Own Courses of Action 


7 . 


(a) Withdraw all forces toward Pearl 
without further effort. 

(b) Attack forces threatening Wake as 
soon as possible with T.P. 14 while 
T.P. 8 and 11 close to support. 

(c) Search wide areas with the three T.P. 
for enemy units that might be covering 
Wake operations and delaying any deci¬ 
sion as to final ’action until afterwards 
when results of search are known. 

(d) Concentrate the three T.P. and drive off 
forces threatening Wake (unless it has 
already fallen and surface forces with¬ 
drawn ). 


8. Course (a ) - v/ithdrawal. - is unduly cautious. 

It is easily possible (not to say somewhat probable) that the 
enemy force is weaker than T.P. 14 alone. It would tend to 
destroy service and public confidence. 


9. Course (b ) offers the greatest chance of damaging 

the enemy. He doe3 not know the location of our task forces 
and whether or not they are concentrated even if he knows they 
are at 3ea. 
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The enemy cannot have superior forces in all directions. 
T .Ve know where part of them are. There may be no others except in 
the general vicinity of Wake. The one carrier known to be there 
is probably the SORYU of 10,000 tons carrying 40 to 50 aircraft. 

T.F. 14 can conduct a limited patrol for her own safety 
while attacking. The SARATOGA has two squadrons of fighters 
(including the VMF squadron for Wake) to guard T.F. 14^ Odds 
are strongly in her favor. 

Such an attack might expose T.F. 14 to attack by 
other enemy forces while SARATOGA'S aircraft are operating against 
enemy forces off Wake, or while landing after return. This is 
improbable. 


Such is a possibility, but the enemy would first have 
to search for and locate T.F. 14 and the odds are against rather 
than in fdvor of this. 

Even though the enemy launch such attack its success 
is by no manner of means assxired. Japanese attacks on the 
English capital ships in Gulf of Siam were not heavy coordinated 
attacks but successive attacks by relatively small groups. Reports 
from Far East as well as from Oahu and from Wake indicate the 
enemy aircraft are very vulnerable to fighter attack. 

This course offers great chance of success against 
enemy forces off Wake and added possibility of damaging or 
destroyaring the enemy forces piecemeal If they are in the vic¬ 
inity. Even though the enemy be encountered in superior strength 
the chances of falling back without serious loss are excellent. 

It is an opportunity unlikely to come again soon. 

We are in great need of a victory. Success in this 
effort would strength/defenses of Oahu tremendously. 

en 

Course (6^ This course temporizes and merely post¬ 
pones the vital decision. In playing for complete safety we 
would stand to lose a golden opportunity through wasted time. 

Courde Necessitates delay. Probably removes the 
advantage of surprise, for It gives the enemy further chance to 
It 1 arn as much of you as you do of him. 

It increases the opportunity for him to withdraw 
if inferior or if his objective at Wake is accomplished. 

If he be superior it adds to his chances of damaging 
all carriers, but such Indications as vie have indicate no over¬ 
whelming superiority and our carrier people are good themselves. 

Decision - adopt course (b). 
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-Decision by Admiral Draemel as to acti_on 

r egarding enemy investing; Wake . 

0700 - 22 December . 

Can the forces at sea, in fact , relieve Wake? 

Even if the Tangier lands everything - the best that can be 
said - is - it affords a tempcaary relief. Further operations 
must be conducted - a series of them to hold Wake. If this prove 
impossible Wake eventually must capitulate. Wake was very weak 
prior to this attack. 

Is the condition of Wake after this attack . such - that the 
aid on the Tangier will be - can be landed? We must not overlook 
the fact that this effort of the Japs - may; be successful. 

Marine planes must have information before taking off. 

Wake - now - becomes of secondary importance. The important 
issue now -”ls - action with Jap forces attacking Wake. 

If Japan is unaware of, or has not deduced that our forces 
at sea; may attempt to relieve Wake - he may have inferior forces. 

On the other hand - if he knows or estimates our strength at 
sea - and deduces - their mission as a relief of Wake - he may 
be fully prepared and set for action. If so - his forces are 
undoubtedly - strong - or what he considers strong enough to do 
the job. 

Task Forces 11-14 - Evidently plan to fuel enroute returning - 
in event of an action - such ftieling may not be possible. This 
is a definite weakness. 


In event an engagement with Jap forces is accepted - as 
attempting to support Wake - the possibility of the devel- 

oping into a major engagement can not be overlooked. (yie\arej 
willing to accept a major engagement - at this distance from 
base -'"with an uncertainty in the fuel situation? 


our 


There are no reserves - all our forces are/n the area of 
possible operations. 

The General Situation - dictates caution - extreme caution 


We must decide - either 

(1) To abandon Wake - or <2) accept the risk of a major 
engagement. 
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Admiral Pye - 24 December . 

General Plan for Task Forces. 

1. LEXINGTON group retires 1st. Should take minimum time 
to refuel and proceed to coast, remaining there one week, for 
overhaul, etc. Carry to coast 9 VF and 29 dive bombers. Obtain 
maximum number of planes consistent with operating efficiency. 
Number of fighters to be assigned to carriers should be increased 
if it is possible to handle them even if boxed, and additional 
pilots should be carried. 


2. SARATOGA Group enters day after LEXINGTON departs. 
Previous to LEXINGTON departure should operate about 700-800 
miles to southward of Oahu in support of Johnston and Palmyra- 
Phristmas line. Should refuel and put to sea with 2 CA and 
5 DD as early as possible. 


5. ENTERPRISE Group should if necessary refuel DDs at 
sea and remain in Midway area until SARATOGA leaves - arriving 
Pearl 2 days after SARATOGA sortie. 



4 • 

soon as 

• re ta in 

3 days 


YORKTOWN should proceed from San Diego to Pearl, as 
possible, bringing as many planes as can be carried and 
operating efficiency. She should be scheduled to arrive 
after arrival of ENTERPRISE? 


O 


O 
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DEC. GOT . 

695 17th OF THE ARMY AND THE NAVY, 1935. YOU ’YELL DELIVER EXACT 
(Cont'dT COPY OH THIS MESSAGE TC COMMANDER IN CHIEF PACIFIC FLEET 
AND ADVISE WAR DEPARTMENT OF DATE AND HOUR UNITY OF 
COMMAND BECOMES EFFECTIVE. STARK AND MARSHALL. 


18 1915 t OPNAV TO MULTIPLE ADDRESS 

Movements of Army troops overseas prescribed by paragraph 
3511 WPL 46 have"been suspended and will not be under¬ 
taken except by special arrangements to be provided for 
by a separate directive for each movement which will be 
issued when the situation demands and circumstances permit. 

16 2010 OPNAV TO NAVAL COASTAL FRONTIERS. INFO: CINCPAC, CINCLA NT 

It is essential that joint operations centers be established 
in all Coastal Frontiers Sectors and sub-sectors in which 
joint operations are being or likely to be carried on. 

Request funds by despatch if required. Immediate action 
directed. A similar directive is being issued by the 
Chief of Staff, U.S. Army. Consult Army authorities. 

19 1037 CINCPAC TO OPNAV 

After conference with Commanding General regarding points 
Opnav 170115; 

First, Concur Hawaiian Islands not yet safe from capture by 
major operation; 

Second, concur possibility enemy carriers may again raid Oahu 
but question probability of destroying large percentage of 
planes on ground. Coimnanding General convinced Radar warn- 
inc net effective. I am not so convinced. Have issued in¬ 
structions one third interceptor command be in air from one 
half hour before sunrise until 0300 and from one hour before 
sunset until one half hour after sunset. At other petiods 
during daylight one sixth interceptor command be in air. 
Planes employed in search take off fifteen minutes before 
sunrise. All other planes manned and ready during the 
morning and evening danger periods. At night planes dis¬ 
persed one quarter one hours notice three quarters four 
hours notice to permit overhaul. 

Third, concur danger of enemy using outlying army emergency 
landing fields. These ‘are being made unusable. Maui air¬ 
field being prepared for instant domolition. 
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DEC. OCT. 

19 1037 Fourth, concur necessary station troops establish Radar 
(Cont'd) and later construct airfield on other islands. 

Fifth, all nets and target rafts now employed guard ships 
and drydock caissons against torpedoes. 

Sixth, concur Pearl should be used by vessels minimum con¬ 
sistent with maintaining operating efficiency. 

Further consideration other points later. 
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ESTIMATE OF THE SITUATION 


I 


December 24, 


- MISSION 


Wi-U) 


1941. 

L Of r C t '''id H A 


f 0 'll Pec 


SUMMARY OF THE SITUATION 


1. The War, having been opened by Japan's surprise air 
attack on Pearl Harbor has existed for 17 days. This attack 
reduoed our battleship strength for the time being to almost 
nothing, laid up two light cruisers Cor a long period and des¬ 
troyed two destroyers. Our ally. Great Britain, has lost two 
of the five heavy ships she planned to station at Singapore. 

Japan's losses In battleships are uncertain. She may have lost 
one but, it is more probable that one or two are damaged and not 
sunk. In all, her losses have been comparatively small. They 
will be enumerated, as known, in a detailed comparison to be 
made later. It is sufficient to say here that Japan has: twice 
as many battleships as we have available, even counting our re- 
enforcement (3 BB) from the East Coast; over twice as many oarriers, 
counting our reenforcement of one. In the other types, the compari¬ 
son is not so unfavorable if we include our Asiatic Fleet and 
allies in the Western Pacific. Also, it is probable that uncer¬ 
tainty as to Russia's actions Is keeping some of the Japanese 
light forces on guard in the Japan Sea against attack by the 
similar forces Russia is supposed to have at Vladivostok. 
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2. Enemy Action to date : 

(а) Pacific Area . 

(1) Raid on Oahu on 7 December - probable striking foroe 
of^six carriers, two A heavy cruisers, two converted battle 
cruisers and one destroyer squadron. This was apparently 
followed by a retirement, possible to the Bonin area. 

(2) Surface ship raids on Midway and Johnston on 7 and 
15 December respectively, apparently by Fourth Fleet units. 

(3) Almost daily air raids on Wake including two recent 

ones from carrier aircraft; one abortive landing attack on 
ivi wh.C-li dHe e’Mct.iy I C.1-^ XDD(«^c* l^S.y I o &»H 3 

December 10; and probably its capture on December 22. In i OC) 

the latter operation, apparently some striking force units 

were present. c , 

4 Sect pi cue bdsc 

(4) Occupation of Makin Island and a demolition landing 

A 

at Tarawa - also apparently by Fourth Fleet units. " 

(5) Air raids against Ocean Island and Nauru. 

(б) Apparent reenforcement of aircraft in the Marshall area, 
and reenforcement of Fourth Fleet possibly with Crudiv 8 and 
Cardiv 2. 

(7) Considerable air activity around Kapingamaringi and 

east of l^cibcwl 

botween there and Nissan Island (- New ’fa al n e a ). 

(8) Possible, on one occasion, air reconnaissance of 
Samoa• 

(9) Operation of submarines in the Hawaiian area, along 
the route to the West Coast, and on the West Coast. 

(10) Probable covering operations in the Saipan - Bonin area 
with battleship strength (First Fleet). 
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(b) Far East Area . 

(1) Landings in the Philippines, Malaya, Hongkong, 
and, recently, in North Borneo. 

' (2) heavy support to the above with air, both land 

and carrier based, either 3 or 4 carriers having been employed 
in the Far East Area. 

(3) Support to these landings with the Second (minus 

about 6 CA) Third and Southern Expeditionary Fleets, probably 

reenforced by two battleships, which may have been damaged. 

The above land offensives are being particularly 

successful in Malaya and Hongkong, and apparently the one in 

the Philippines is now gathering momentum. Me M ^ ^ ® *i J ^ ^ j 

okoO't Do t • sHv/uiipw* »*\ PW' ( lipP*ne4 o ^ V£j^y t-* r » f • (. 

There is no report whether oil wells and facilities 

in North Borneo were demolished prior to capture. 

5. Own Action to date : 

(a) Pacific Area. 

(1) Reenforcement and improvement of the defenses of Oahu 
and nearby large islands. 

(2) Covering the Hawaiian area and outlying islands by 
the employment of carrier groups containing a single carrier, 
three CA and a destroyer squadron. 

(3) Escorting important ships in convoys between West 
Coast and Oahu, - with the all available cruisers and destroyers 
not otherwise employed. 

(4) Intensive A/S operations, air and surface in the vicin¬ 
ity of Oahu. (No submarine damage to combatant ships to date). 
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(5) Air search to maximum practicable distance from Oahu, 
-twlce-a-day using Army as well as Navy aircraft. Same aircraft 
to take the offensive if objective is found. 

(6) Replenishment and reenforcement of outlying Islands (did 
not reach Wake before capture). 

(7) Repair and return of battleships to West Coast. 1 *5 

e ' oj kw ^ 

(0) Employment of submarines to defen d- Wak e (now-wt^hdratwrr) 

a n d - Midway, and for offensive operations off Japanese Homeland, 

\\ * * ■ * : 


Wdkt an d in Marshalls -(-o ffensiv e subm a r ine*-atill- enroUtr). 

• » ’ 

i \ 1 \l 

(9) A planned air raid on Jaluit which wa3 abandoned when 
the task force was in the area eastward of the Marshalls. 

(b) Far East Area . 

(1) Resistance wherever practicable and retirement of 
surface forces to the Soerabay* area. 

(2) Air attacks with patrol planes, probably damaging one 
battleship. (Patrol planes have retired to N.E.I. also). 

(3) Offensive and defensive action by submarines, remain¬ 
ing based at Manila as long as practicable. 

(4) In accordance with present directives from CNO to 
ClnCAF will provide for eventual retirement to Northwest Australia 
and the pushing of al 1 possible Army reenforcements into Luzon. 

In the meantime the U.S. forces at Java have undertaken to hold 
the Malay Barrier east and north of Lombok Strait. 
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(5) Putoh . The Dutch have made a tentative agreement to 

W«t f- 

hold the Malay Barrier ea st of Lombok Strait* Their aircraft 
and submarines have been attacking Japanese transports and 
oruisera, and some results have been claimed* TE«REt two 
cruisers are presumably at Singapore* 

(6) British. It is not clear what the British Kavy is 
doing, and whether the three other heavy units of the five 
originally planned will be brought to Singapore. Admiral 
Phillips, the CinC, Eastern Fleet was lost In the Prince of 
Wales, shortly after he and CinCAf had conferred and came to 
some agreement as to coordinated action. The British have 
had a tendenoy to use their ships for escorting in the Indian 
Ocean rather than for such a task as "hold the Malay Barrier." 

(7) Australia. Sew Zea land. These slim forces are occu¬ 
pied wholly in commerce protection in the vicinity of Australia. 
One bombing attack has been made on Kapingnmaringi. 

FORMULATION OF MISSION . 

The effective War Plan (Rainbow Five) as revised, assigned 
the following tasks to the Pacific Fleet in the Pacific Area* 

(1) Protect sea communications of the Associated Powers. 

(2) Support the Army In the defense of the Hawaiian 

Coastal Frontier, Category D. (May ^ d jV d + 4de ^ 

(3) Destroy Axis sea communications• 
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(4) Raid enemy sea communications and forces. 

(5) Defend San oa, Midway, Johnston, Palmyra in 
Category D. 

(6) Protect the territory of the Associated Powers 
east of 180°. 

(7) Cover the operations of the Naval Coastal Frontier 
forces and the Canadian Naval Local Defense Forces. 

In (4) "forces” Is to "be taken as including positions, 
installations, etc. 

Other communications from the CNO indicate concern over 
the safety of the Oahu base, and the belief that additional 
attacks will be made to render it untenable. In one despatch 
the view is held that the retention of Midway is doubtful. 

The holding of Samoa, Palmyra and Johnston and of the large 
islands of the group, is stressed. The use of Pearl Harbor 
until the defenses have been Increased Is discouraged. Es¬ 
corts between Hawaii and the Coast are to be provided, and 
effective counter attacks against raiders are to be made. 

The Mission is formulated as follows: 

"While protecting the territory and sea communications 
of the Associated Powers east of 180° and raiding enemy 
communications and forces, to reenforce and defend the 
Oahu and outlying bases^in order to retain, and make 

secure, a fleet base for further operations r h 

-f leet \x t* td Ice + 

e j j c, off eu -41* *-' ’ 
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ii- survey of , ppp ,< ffla gL3y mqm 

1. Eoonomlc Factors * 

Japan niuat have access to raw materials and markets in order 
to survive. The supply of her expanding possessions will be an ever 
increasing problem. 

We must supply our remaining outlying possessions. Our 
access to the strategic materials of the N.E.I. and Malaya is most 
important. Supplies must go to the Philippines In the Par East 
as long as they remain in our hands. Over all,our economic posi¬ 
tion is much better than Japans. 

2. Psychologic Factors . 

(a) Morale - The morale of the Japanese fighting forces, 
flushed with initial success, should be high. 

(b) Our morale has received a great blow, but it has great 
capacity for "come back". That of the country Is probably of the 
same calibre but questioning eyes are undoubtedly being turned on 
the Pacific Fleet. 

(c) Training. From experience so far had with the enemy, 
his performance has been good. His submarines have not disting¬ 
uished themselves, but the mechanical excellence and resolution 
of his flyers have been proved beyond doubt particularly In 
aerial torpedo technique. His planning has also appeared to be 
very good. 

We, however, should be able to demonstrate superiority in 
most departments when we actually make contact. 
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3. Relative Positions . 

With the loss of Guam and Wake our moat exposed position 
is Samoa. 


The following distances are pertinent: 





DISTANCE 


EASE 

PEARL 

TRUK 

JALUIT 

WAKE 

SAMOA 

2276 

2600 

1710 


PALMYRA 

960 

2780 

1700 


JOHNSTON 

720 

2334 

1384 


MIDWAY 

1150 

2155 

1529 

1080 

• 

4 . Information. 




The 

Japanese continue 

to have 

many advantages 

over us 


when it comes to information already obtained and to means of 
obtaining it in the vicinity of bases. Secret agent radios 
may still be in existence on Oahu. 
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5. Armed Forces 
(a) Navy. 


O 


PA C FIT 

4 

3 d) 

4 


O 


a 


1 

12 

2 
2 
1 
1 

50 

1 

17 


O 


17 

4 


Note3: 


OWN 

ASIAFLT 


1 

1 


13 


21 

6 




(Corrected to 13 January) 




BRITISH 


3? 


1 ? 


3 

5 


ENEMY 


N.E.I. TYPE 
0 


TOTAL 


BB 

BB^ 

CV 

CV(2) 

CA 

CL 

CL(2) 

OCL 

DCL (l) (2) 3 

DD 

DD^ 2 ) 


8 

2 ? 

10 or 11 


AGAINST PACFLT 

8 


18 

9 

3 

8 

1 

80 


9 

2 


35 


(ODD) 

(DMS) 


46 


12 

3 


ODD(2) 
SS 


OSS 


SS(2) 


SS n 

small 


3 

42? 

33? 

? (minus 5) 


17 


(l) Includes COLORADO, under overhaul; excludes, NEVADA, 
CALIFORNIA, WIST VIRGINIA, OKLAHOMA and ARIZONA. 


(2) Damaged. 


(3) Japanese ships reported sunk have been subtracted 

from the total. Those shown damaged are In accordance 
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with reports received. No attempt has been made to 
estimate losses of enemy submarines. He has 
admitted the loss of 5 midget submarines. 

At Vladivostok Russia is reported to have 16 
destroyers of various sizes and 93 submarines. 

The disposition of enemy forces, so far as we 
know kxa it^haa been given in the "Situation". 


(b) Army . 

The number of troops available to the enemy for operations 
in the Central Pacific is difficult to estimate. In spite of 
his involvement with China, and his guard against Russia, he 
y had sufficient available to execute simultaneous 
attacks against the Philippines, Malaya and Hongkong, and Is 
sending some against British Borneo. More Impressive, - these 
were mobile forces in transports. It Is believed that the two 
largest offensives, Luzon and Malaya will absorb practically 
all of his mobile forces until these attacks have been pushed 
to a successful conclusion. There were apparently sufficient 
such forces In the Mandates to act successfully against the 
Gilberts and Wake. 

(c) Air Forces . 

xn No complete estimate of air forces will be attempted 
here but the following details are recorded. 

(l) Japanese carriers average less capacity than do ours. 
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(2) Aircraft in the Marshalls at the outbreak of war 
were variously estimated from 150 by the Fleet Intelligence 
Section down to 29 by the British Intelligence. One indica¬ 
tion of the number present was that Wake was bombed by 27 
twin-motored planes on December 7th and a few days 3a ter one 
of the almost daily attacks contained 41. As many as eight 
four-motored sea planes attacked on another occasion. On 
December 9th a seaplane unit and tender moved into Makin. 

(3) The Japanese have several sea plane carriers . These 
and the interlocking chains of bases give great mobility to 
their air forces. A few submarines may be fitted with aircraft. 

(4) While the above air activity was going on, the various 
land offensives in the Far East appeared to have adequate air 
support, and Cavite, in particular, was severely bombed. 

(d) Material . 

No inferior material was noted in the planes shot down on 
the seventh. However, they were not armoured and were not 
fast. One outstanding materiel feature is the 

Japanese aerial torpedo which takes its depth so quickly that 
it can be dropped in shallower water and closer to the target 
than can ours, at present. 
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(•) Bases . 

Japanese bases In the Mandates and other Islands are, 

nk 

in general, admirably placed for mutual support, and to form 
successive lines of resistance against any advance of ours. 
They also help to extend the range of his offensive operations, 
particularly those of submarines and aircraft. Just how well 
developed any of them are for surface ships is uncertain. 

Truk probably has considerable facilities, and also Port Lloyd. 
It is doubtful if any of the Marshalls are fitted, say, to 
fuel a sizeable force, but many of them offer anchorages where 
fueling could readily be conducted from oilers. 




In Pearl Harbor we have a fleet base good in many respects, 
but it is the only one in a large area. This is a great dis¬ 
advantage - all our eggs are in one basket; enemy submarines 
oan concentrate; and the general effect on our operations is 
as though each force had a string tied to it, the other end 
of which Is sure to be secured at Pearl Harbor. Our outlying 
bases are well situated as outposts, but are weak, and cannot 
support surface craft. Samoa Is excellently placed for our 
southwest communication lines. It, however, is far from 
Pearl Harbor and the Marshalls and Gilberts somewhat flank 
the route to It. 
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(f) Logistics . 


Q 

# 


O' 




'O 




A strain will undoubtedly be placed upon Japan to keep 
up the far flung system of positions she has reenforced and 
expanded. Of her needs, aviation gasoline will probably 
be the most critical. 

Our logistic problem is difficult chiefly because of 
the lack of bottoms. Submarine sinkings have already started 
and escorts will be difficult to furnish. 

Drydocka may be a bottleneck for us, but they will be 
the same for the enemy, particularly if he exposes himself 
in the Eastern Pacific. 
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Ill - ENEMY C0URSE3 


1. Mission . 

(a) Japan’s broad mission Is believed to have been, at the 
beginning of the war: 

"TO DESTROY THE MILITARY AND ECONOMIC POWER OP THE 
ASSOCIATED POWERS IN THE WESTERN PACIFIC IN ORDER 
TO ESTABLISH JAPANESE HEOEMONY OVER THAT AREA." 

Just how far this nay have been extended by his Initial 
sucoess against our Fleet Is problematical. There has been 

much talk of ruling the Y/orld among certain of th e enemy but 

A 

there are so many things jfche^ must accomplish before 

can consider working up to a major effort, even tw i t sid e ‘ Of 11 "> 

M | i 

the Wa sate m Pacific, that such a broad extension of his 

* 

mission is discarded from consideration. 

The formulation of the Mission as given is considered 

ds /dtr <*s 

sound. The enemy has already attacked most of the territory 
of the Associated Powers north of the Malay Barrier, and it 
Is considered that the islands comprising this Barrier are 
vital to him. 

The question at present is, will he undertake to extend 
control to the Mid Pacific? To do so of course, he must 
capture Oahu. 

(b) The considerations which may lead him to such an effort 
are: 

(1) He may desire such control in order to be able to 
launch an offensive against the United States in the 
Eastern Pacific. 
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(2) He may desire to deny Oahu to us so that we surely 
cannot interfere with his extension and consolidation 
in the Far East. 

The latter is considered to be his most likely moti¬ 
vation. It la in line with his attack on December 7th, - 
a preventive measure. 

(c) The considerations against such an attack are that: 

(1) Ho will subject his naval strength to attrition 
losses which would place them in an unfavorable situation 
for carrying out, against increasing associated forces, 
the remainder of the program he may have laid out. 

(2) He may have, and probably has, another commitment 

in mind - the conquest of Australia. This is considered 
probable because: 

(i) He undoubtedly is anxious to incorporate It in 

his Etaplre because of its resources, its space for 

by 

colonization and because its bases would thereBe» o 
be denied to the Associated Powers as foot-holds 
to renew pressure on Japan In the Far East. 

(ii) Such advance could probably be undertaken at 
no great cost in the way of losses to his Fleet. 

(ill) It is a natural extension from the system of 
bases he will have if successful in capturing the 
Malay Barrier. 

(3) Because of present commitments he may not be able 

to prepare for such an attack in time. The time element L 

enters very strongly into the situation for him because: 

100 
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(1) He must at least surmise that reenfordements 
such as Batdiv Three, the Yorktown, and possibly 
the North Carolina and Washington, will be brought 
to the Pacific. 

(ii) More of our battleships will be repaired in 
a few months. 

(iii) The longer ho delays, the stronger Hawaii 
can be made. 

(iv) We already have a tremendous war effort program 
which is only beginning to produce. 

(v) The events in Russia may presage the beginning 
of a fold-up for Germany. If such should be the 
case Oreat Britain and the United States would 
eventually be free to turn full strength upon Japan. 

(4) He may not be able to undertake the responsibility 
of support and supply of Hawaii. 

Prom the foregoing it appears that the enemy mission 
already quoted is the most probable one, and that the 
most probable ohange in it would be that he would seek 
extension of control to the Mid Pacific in order to deny 
it to us. 
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2. Courses of Action . 

The following four courses are set down as being 
evident from the enemy's present actions and as being necessary 
to complete the execution of his probable mission. 

0-1 - To capture and consolidate the Philippines, 
Malaya, and the Dutch East Indies, including the Malay Barrier. 

0-2 - To capture and consolidate Australia - New 


Zealand. 

0-3.- To prevent interference with operations in 
the Far East by the Associated Powers. 

0-4 - To hold the status quo with China and Russia 
while completing 0-1 and 0-2. 

Hi3 course to accomplish his next most probable 


mission is: 

0-5 - To capture, and deny to us, Oahu and its 
outlying positions. 


In carrying out 0-1, 0-2 and 0-3, it is visualized 
that he will: 

a-1 - Capture, by landing operations and land 
offensives, bases or sites suitable for aircraft to support 
naval and land forces, and for naval forces to control the sea 
areas and support further land offensives. 

d-2 - Mop-up remaining territory by supported land 

operations. 

Q-3 - Employ naval and air units in the Western 
Pacific to render support as indicated above and to oover the 


1Q2 


- 17 - 











I 0 




operations in that area. 

d-4 - Employ naval and air units otherwise to: 

(a) Protect the homeland and outlying islands 
in coordination with land forces; 

(b) Protect lines of communication in the Western 
Paoific and to outlying positions in the mid-Pacific; 

(c) Divert our forces and inflict damage by raids 
on our communications, forces, and positions, includ¬ 
ing demolition raids; 

inferior 

(d) Cut off and destroy/forces as opportunity 
offers. 

6-5 - Capture Samoa and British outlying positions 
in the South Pacific. 

This course is considered probable because it 
will assist in his campaign against Australia and will facilitate 
attacks on our lines of communication and, because, due to the 
exposed position and present weak defenses, it can be accomplished 
without great loss to the enemy. 

Less probable: 

6-6 - Capture Oahu and other main islands of the 
Hawaiian Group. 

This is considered less probable because of 
our deduced enemy mission, but the adoption of this course by 
the enemy must of course be guarded against. 
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3. Operations . 

To carry cut the courses of action enumerated above 

bfside* Ihl Fdr'E.os.t offcMfii vti, 

it is visualized that the enemy will: ) 

A 

(a) Occupy an air base or bases in the Ellice Islands. 

(b) Make supported landing attack against Samoa as 
soon as he can muster sufficient troops and transports. 

(c) Continue submarine raids on our forces and 
communications and an occasional submarine shelling of our 
outlying islands. 

(d) Continue submarine observations of our movements, 
and, if it continues practicable, the employment of secret 
agents to obtain and transmit information. 

y/Xe) Employ cruisers and converted merchantmen for 
raids on our lines of communication in the South Pacific, and 
cruisers against our Hawaii - outlying base communications. 

Less probable, employ cruisers, and perhaps ralds-In-force, 
against our Hawaii-Mainland communications, 

(f) Make surface bombardment and air raids against 
out outlying basees. Less likely but still to be guarded against 
are air raids against Oahu, West Coast ports, and the Canal. 

(g) Make landing attacks for demolition against our 
outlying bases and stations, including the Aleutian Islands. 

(h) Conduct sweeps in force through the areas in the 
Pacific in which inferior forces of ours may be operating. 
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(i) Leas probable, make landing attacks for capture 
on outlying bases of the Hawaiian area, outlying islands of the 
main group, and Oahu (It is not believed outlying bases will be 
attacked for capture except as part of the operations for the 
capture of Oahu), 

(J) Establish air patrols and surface warning nets 
off Japanese territory. It Is believed that the enemy Is 
particularly apprehensive against a carrier raid against the 
Homeland, 


(k) Repel attacks against territory with aircraft 
striking groups, submarines and other torpedo carft, and with 
land defenses. 


(1) Cover territory and communications against 
attack, and Far East operations against interference^ with main 
fleet units. 


O 


o 
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4. An estimate as to enemy action In the mid-Paclfic 
In the immediate future is ag follows: 

(a) Continue raids and harassment with submarines. 

(b) Attack communications to Australia with cruisers, 
auxiliary cruisers and long range patrol planes. 

(c) 3eise an air base in the Ellice Islands. 

(d) make a strong carrier raid (not le s than two 
CV) against one of our outlying bases - priority as follows: 
Midway, Palmyra, Johnston. 

(e) Make a cruiser bombardment, and perhaps a 
demolition raid against Canton. 

(f) Land for demolition purposes at outlying 
Aleutian positions. 

(g) IT it can be organized before our reenforeement, 
send an expedition to capture.Samoa, and probably tter, Suva. 

(h) Fjnploy remaining forces to protect own territory, 
communications and Par Eastern operations. 

5. Possible but not considered probable at this time are: 

(a) Cruiser raids against communications to the 
We3t Coast. 

(b) Sweeps in force including fast battleships along 
the West Coast conmunicatlon line. 

(c) Carrier raid against Oahu. 

(d) Carrier raid against Pacific Northwest. 


- 20t - 


106 







Mttii; 






III. OWN COURSES 
1. The ml 33 Ion is repeated: 

While protecting the territory and sea communications 
of the Associated Powers east of 180° and raiding enemy communi¬ 
cations and forces, to reenforce and defend Oahu and outlying 
bases; in order to retain, and make secure, a fleet base for 

further operations when the fleet is strong enough to take the 
- 1 / 
strategic offensive. 

2. This mission Is the guide for our actions until our 
fleet base Is considered strong enough to defend itself, and our 
Fleet is strong enough to undertake distant operations. It Is 
a strategically defensive mission but we must bear in mind that 
^when highly mobile forces are at handj a passive defense is by 
no means indicated. 

2. Courses of Action . 

Some courses of action are evident and are already 
being carried out. Under the broad course of action - 

B-l. Strengthen the defenses of the Oahu base to 
the maximum practicable extent.**-Vie have the following supporting 
courses: 

b-l. Increase the Army defenses of Oahu in pursuit 
aircraft, bombers, AA artillery, troops, heavy artillery, radar 
equipment, to the maximum extent practicable, 

b-2. Increase the naval local defense forces to 
provide sufficient anti-sub-arine patrols, surface air-warning 
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net, nine defense, harbor patrols, etc. 

b-3. Improve passive defense by means of nets 
and obstructions; bomb or splinter proof construction; 
dispersal; camouflage; better operating centers and communica¬ 
tions . 

b-4. Increase to the limit that can be supported 
troops, arms, radar, ammunition and other supplies at outlying 

bases• 

Other evident courses follow* 

B-2. Cover the Oahu base and the West Coast by 
the operations of task forces at sea. 

"Cover*' is a broad term and its application 
in thi3 case will be discussed later. 

B-3. Cover the outlying bases by the operations 
of task forces at sea and, In come cases, with submarines. 

This also requires discussion. It is apparent 
that Samoa, for Instance, could be covered in this way only 
occasionally; the Aleutians rarely ever. 

B-4. Protect sea communications by escorting, 
patrolling, routing, covering and by destroying enemy raiders. 

This course of action has already been taken and 
its execution is shaping up as follows: 

b-5. Provide anti-submarine and anti-surface 
raider escort between Hawaii and the West Coast for important 
shipping; diverse routing for ordinary freighters, with local 
A/S escort near terminals. Provide cover the operation 
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of task forces In the mid-Pacific. 

b*6. Provide anti-submarine escort and cover 
between Hawaii and outlying islands. 

b-7. Provide anti-raider escort for extremely 
important shipping along the most exposed portion of the route 
to the New Zealand - Australia area; diverse and roundabout 
routing for other traffio. 

For that part of the mission which requires raids 
on enemy sea communications and forces, it is evident that a 
large percentage of our submarines should be so employed, henoe\ 

B-5. Raid enemy sea communications and forces with 
submarines. 

It is other raids with surface and air forces which 
require careful consideration. 

T/o have forces available - carriers and cruisers - 
v/ell suited for this work -, and a judicious choice of 
objectives and timing will do much to make our defenseive effect¬ 
ive and should help to improve our relative strength, can¬ 
not afford to accept losses on a ship for ship basis, but will 
have to take some risks in order to strike the enemy a blow 
from time to time. The morale of the Fleet and of the nation 
demands it, and it 13 only in this v/ay that we can keep some 
of the enemy diverted to the defensive instead of permitting 
him to take offensive measures against us at will. Aside from 
raids on positions wo should iqndjc sweeps in force (not less 
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than two carrier groups) In a eas where Infer or enemy forces 
and supply ships are likely to be . As our battleships become 
available they can be advanced as supporting "strong points" 
on whioh the fast groups could retire. 
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Each operation must be raei^tv^clously planned in 
accordance with the conditions existing, and forces available 
at the time. The general courses are: 

B-6. Raid outlying enemy bases with carrier - heavy 
cruiser groups. 

‘B-7. Sweep exposed enemy areas and communications 
with strong, fast forces. 

b-8* Support raiding and sweeping operations 
from intermediate advanced positions with battleships. 
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OFFENSIVE EMPLOYMENT OF CARRIER GROUP TASK FORCE 


I'D 


I. SITUATION 


( i^Uc, zr 


1 • Forces.. 

The three principal task forces at sea are nearing the end 
of their fuel and are now sohedule^ to return to Pearl to remain 
as indicated below: 


No*. 

Como. 

Comdr. 

Date 

T.F. 11 

LEXINGTON 
CHICAGO 
PORTLAND 
INDIANAPOLIS 
DESRON 1 

NEOSHfc 

Vice Ad, Brown 

27-29 

T.F. 14 

SARATOGA 

ASTORIA 

MINNEAPOLIS 

SAN FRANCISCO 
DESRON 4 

NECHES 

R.Ad. Fletcher 

29-31 

T.F. 8 

ENTERPIRSE 

NORTHAMPTON 

SALT LAKE CITY 
CHESTER 

DESRON 6 

Vice Ad. Halsey 

31-? 


2. Previous Employment 

Task Eorce 11 left Pearl on 14 December with orders to 
oonduct bombing raid on Jaluit on 22 December (/ 10$). On 20 
December its orders were changed to render support to Task 
Force 14 from a position to the eastward of Wake. On 22 Decem¬ 
ber, before it had taken up this position, it was recalled to 
Pearl. 
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Task Force 14 departed Pearl on 16 December with orders 
to reenforce and supply Wake with men and materials carried 

in the TANGIER, beginning 23 December. On 22 December, after 

-+he~ a/ 

-Sftfcw h-u -tj^-imar sv^ this force was recalled. 

Task Force 8 departed Pearl 19 December with orders to 
support the other two task forces from a position to the west¬ 
ward of Johnston Island. On 22 December it was ordered to 
cover the reenforcement of Wake by Task Force 17 (WRIGHT, 
PORTER), an operation ending 26 December. 

3. Motivating Considerations . 

The effective war plan requires protection of our terri¬ 
tory and sea communications, but also raiding of enemy sea 
communications and forces. Recent directives from CNO have 
expressed concern over the inadequacy of the present defenses 
of the Oahu base, but have also pointed out the necessity for 
vigorous raiding of the enemy's outlying positions. 

The defenses of Oahu have been considerably improved since 
7 December; defense organization has been ironed out; and air 
searches are extending to 700-800 miles. Task forces are not 
so greatly needed to assist in a close defense. 

Aside from any directive received, it is most apparent 
that to buoy morale and to create some diversion of the enemy, 
an offensive blow must be struck. - and soon . 

4. Objective . 

, 

The outlying island objectives for an air raid present 
themselves as follows: 


- 2 - 


112 





















^ o 

(a) Wake - captured from us on 22 December. 

(b) Enlwetok - westernmost Island in northern chain; 
probably considerable development; an Important link In 
the air route through the Marshalls; probable base of 
aircraft which raided Wake almost dally. 

(c) Rongelap - In northern chain; another possible base 
of the aircraft which raided Wake, but any considerable 
development If there, has been a well-guarded secret. 

(d) Wot.le - Maloelap - on northeast corner of the Marshalls; 
considerable development reported. 

(e) Majuro - Amo - in eastern chain of Marshalls; com¬ 
paratively good base sites, but not much development 
reported. 

(f) Mlllo - southeast corner of the Marshalls; little 
development reported but it includes a base detachment 
and, in an enemy despatch of about 11 December, a Mille 
detachment was referred to. 

(g) Jalult - in western chain of islands; is seat of 
government of the Marshalls; the center of defenses and 
apparently the most developed. 

(h) Makln - northernmost Gilbert Island; was captured by 
the Japanese on 10 December; Is being developed as an air 
base; had present recently a portion of Airon 24, probably 
a tender and somo four-motored sea planes. 

(I) Tarawa - Abalang - Oilbert Islands south of Makln; 
have been attacked by the enemy, but it is doubtful If 
they are being developed now. 
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Some of the considerations which lead to a choice of 
objectives: 

(1) Due to our present reduced forces, chance of 
damage to our carrier should be kept as small as 
compatible with the inflicting of an appreciable 
amount of damage on the enemy. We can’t afford to 
trade ship for ship much less ship for some minor 
shore installations. This consideration eliminates 
Eniwetok, Rongelap and Jaluit for the present. It 
points to MalcinTtesre defenses are not organized and 
which can be approached with little risk of detection 
and bombing from the stronger Islands. Wotje-Maloelap, 
Majuro-Arno, and Mille, being in the eastern chain can 
also be approached under favorable conditions, but 
Wotje-Maloelap are probably fairly well guarded. 

(2) Damage Inflicted should be worth the risk and the 
wear and tear of the operation. Tills is a difficult 
problem. It is Improbable to get something for nothing, 
and valuable objectives are usually well defended. 

(3) Not mo Wan ing the status of our personnel now in 
Japanese hands on Wake, bombing that Island would not do. 

(4) The operation might be considered In Its relation 
to other of our operations and problems. CNO considers 
that the action of the Japanese in the Gilberts indicates 

a threat to Sampa^ snU-l^ concur In the idea that the 
brop6t>f/ / " /)6s or o^St/VCx 

enemy4ouat~hetve designs on that place^, A large reen¬ 
forcement to Samoa will probably be en route in early 
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January. An operation against Makin would have a 
covering effect, and the wiping out the present 
development might set back any plans the enemy might 
have against Samoa. Makin is therefore selected as 
an objective. As the development there will probably 
not warrant the employment of a complete carrier group, 

is there any other objective which could be struck 

7 

simultaneously. Mille suggests itself at once. It 
probably has little development, but it is an outpost 
for Jaluit, and cleaning it out would assist a later 
operation against that place. A simultaneous air raid 
against Makin and Mille is therefore decided upon. At 
Makings there is a British settlement, the bombing 
objectives must be very carefully selected. 






5* All three of the task forces have been operating almost 
continuously for a considerable period - order in length of 
operating period 8, 11, 14. For any raid against the enemy 
islands, fuel will be a consideration, and the ENTERPRISE has 
about twice the radius of the LEXINGTON class. However, wait¬ 
ing for the ENTERPRISE would delay the operation considerably, 
and this carrier lias had the longest continuous operation. 
Therefore we chose the first force to return - 11 with the 
LEXINGTON. 

: 4s of 3 I Swc'A a H ^ 
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RUNNING SUMMARY OF SITUATION (Cont'd) 

December 25 

No change in orders for task forces. VMF-221 landed at 

Midway. 

December 26 

No change for task forces. WRIGHT departed Midway and 
TANGIER arrived there. 



Johnston group departed from Pearl. 

No significant enemy information received except reports 
of minor activity in the Gilberts. 

Opnav put decision as to Samoan reenforcement up to CinCPac, 
but advised sending full reenforcement and carrier escort. 

December 27 


Task Force 14 entered. 

In accordance with decision to reduce the strength of the 
main task forces, one cruiser and three DD were detached and 
assigned to escort duty under Combasefor (Task Force 15). Decision 
was made to employ Task Force Eleven in covering the Hawaiian area 
instead of raiding the Eastern Marshalls or Gilberts. The deciding 
factor was that we cannot at this time afford to subject our forces 
to losses from shore based air and superior carrier strength, par¬ 
ticularly while 2000 miles from base. (See Op. Order 46-41). 



Opnav directed more detailed reports as to operations of 
task forces, and particularly of the considerations that led to the 
abandonment of the tasks in connection Jaluit and Wake. (Opnav 
271808 and 271810), £ e * C 'i hc.. Pa c/s ref/.ti 


December 28 

No change for task forces. 

Rescue of survivors developed that S.S. PRUSA was torpedoed 
on 18 December, and S.S. MANINI on 17 December - both south of the 
Hawaiian group. 


Decision was made to send the full reenforcement to Samoa 
(CinCPac 281631). The YORKTOWN group will escort it as Task Force 17. 


CinCAF is moving from Manila to Sourabaya, probably by 
submarine. 
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RUNNING SUMMARY OF SITUATION (Cont’d) 


December 29 

Task Force Fourteen entered Pearl this date. Other two major 
task forces (Eight and Eleven) patrolling in general Hawaiian area. 

The battleships arrived at West Coast ports - PENNSYLVANIA at 
San Francisco; MARYLAND and TENNESSEE at Puget Sound. 

A raider report near West Coast was received but the identity 
of this ship was never established. 

Radio Intelligence offered nothing significant. Enemy carriers 
are linked in some way with Homeland air stations - possibly receiving 
relief air groups. 

Opnav in 291431 pointed out threat against Samoa and Suva con¬ 
stituted by the enemy activities in the Gilberts. Directed consider¬ 
ation of this in planning "covering or diversion operations" in con¬ 
nection with the Samoan reenforcement. 

December 30 

io 

CHICAGO, in Task Force Eleven, was recalled In that Rear Admiral 
Newton might turn over command Cruisers, Scouting Force to Rear Admiral 
Fletcher. It has been decided to send the latter officer to San Diego 
to embark In the YORKTOWN and take command of Task Force Seventeen. 

All task force commanders of carrier groups are to be embarked In the 
carriers and arrangements are being made for a rear admiral to command 
the cruisers of each of these forces. 

YORKTOWN group arrived at San Diego. 

No significant information of the enemy was received. 

Admiral King took command of the U.S. Fleet from Washington 
and sent his appreciation of the principle tasks for the Pacific 
Fleet in his 301740. His plans for exercising command are given in 
301701. 

December 31 


Op. Order No. 48-41 was issued to Task Force Seventeen. 

Rear Admiral Fletcher flew to San Diego to take command of 
this force. The LOUISVILLE and ST. LOUIS were assigned to this force 
instead RICHMOND and TRENTON (Southeast Pacific Force). 

Taok Force Fourteen sailed to cover the Midway area In accord¬ 
ance with Op. Order 47-41. Rear Admiral Leary was placed in command. 


Task Force Eight entered Pearl. 














RUNNING SUMMARY OF SITUATION (Cont’d) 

December 51 (Cont ? d) 

Received orders from Cominch to transfer one patrol squad¬ 
ron to CinCAF. Eighteen VP reenforcements have now arrived in 
this area and the last six are awaiting good weather. 

The maintenance of a daily all-around search to 700 miles 
from Oahu has not been found possible with the long range aircraft 
available, and certain sectors to the eastward each day are search¬ 
ed to only 200-300 miles. 

As result of RDF bearings of 5 enemy ships passing through 
Johnston Island, Comtaskfor 11 was ordered to give special cover¬ 
age to that place. 

Admiral Nimitz took command of the Pacific Fleet this date. 

Cominch (Commander-in-Chief, U.S. Fleet) informed CinCAF 
concerning the tasks of the Asiatic Fleet (Cominch 312300). 

January 1 

Tasks forces operating as before. It was decided that Task 
Force Eight would operate in the Hawaiian Area for a few days be¬ 
ginning January 3rd and would then return to prepare for an opera¬ 
tion in coordination with Task Force Seventeen. 

Enemy submarines in the Hawaiian Area had apparently with¬ 
drawn to greater distances from Oahu, with several along the routes 
to the outlying islands. 

S.S. MALAMA, 600 miles south of Tahiti was stopped apparent¬ 
ly by an aircraft from a raider. 

January 2 

No developments as to own forces. War Plans Section’s 
Estimate of the Situation as to employment of main task forces 
in January is appended. Offensive employment for Task Forces 11 
and 8 during their next period at sea waa recommended. 

No significant radio intelligence of the enemy was received. 
No association of carriers with the Mandate Fleet had been noted 
for some time. 

Cominch in 021718 urged serious consideration of offensive 
action against the Gilberts, particularly in connection with the 
Samoan reenforcement. 
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27 1808 OPNAV TO CINCPAC 

INFORMATION RECEIVED AS TO YOUR OPERATIONS HAS EEEN 
INADEQUATE FOR ESSENTIAL COMPREHENSION OF YOUR CURRENT 
ACTIVITIES. REPORT DAILY: 

(A) MAJOR TASKS WHICH ARE ACTIVE. 

(E) CORRESPONDING TASK FORCES AND GROUPS. 

(C) APPROXIMATE LOCATION THEREOF. 

(D) APPROPRIATE COMMENT AS TO PROGRESS OF THE 

SEVERAL ACTIVE TASKS. 



28 0545 CINCPAC TO OPNAV 


ON 27 December organization and operations Pacific Fleet 
your 27 1803: 

(A) Task Force Eleven. Lexington with grounded main rotor 
3 CA 9 DD in Pearl refueling after return Jaluit area (see 
my 28 0417). This force less 1 CA and 3 DD departs 29 
December to cover Johnston-Palmyra line. LEXINGTON can now 
make 30 knots. On return about 4 January repairs must be 
undertaken Pearl if practicable otherwise CV must return 
mainland for rotor repairs. 



(B) Task Force Fourteen. Saratoga with 3 CA, 9 DD, 1 AO 
retiring from Wake (see my 2804177 to refuel 29-31 December 
thence proceed Midway area. 

(C) Task Force Eight. Enterprise with same support force 
as Fourteen completing covering reenforcement Midway by 12 
VMF additional ammunition and radar is returning Pearl enter 
31 Dec. depart 3 Jan., probable use covering Oahu or own 
advance bases against enemy raids. 

(D) Task Force Nine. Patwings covering daily 700 mile 
circle around Oahu assisted by Army B17s. Two planes 
each at Johnston, Palmyra, plus striking force at Oahu. 


© 


(E) Task Force Seven. Submarines. One Midv/ay, one 
Wake. Two enroute Marshalls, three in Orange waters. 

(F) Task Force Fifteen. Escort force of 7cruisers plus 
10 DD on mainland and trans-Pacific escort duty plus 
covering reenforcements to Johnston-Palmyra and Xmas. 

(G) Task Force Sixteen. Three BB and DD escort returning 
mainland yard overhaul. 

(H) Available Z>rt6 and DM under Commander Hawaiian Naval 
Coastal Frontier for local escort and anti-submarine patrnL 













o 





28 0545 
{ C ONT ' D) 


27 1810 


to insure channel kept open. 

(I) No forces in contact with eneny except several 
attacks by planes and destroyers against suspected 
submarines. 

OPNAV TO CINCPAC 


28 0417 




ESSENTIAL FOK UNDERSTANDING REQUIRED EOT HIGHER AUTHORITY 
THAT YOU FURNISH EE ’71TK FURTHER INFORMATION AS TO CONSIDER¬ 
ATIONS WHICH GOVERNED RETIREMENT OF TWO WESTERN TASK FORCES 
AS REPORTED IN YOUR TWENTY TWO TWENTY FIFTY SIX 

CINCPAC TO OPNAV 


Considerations changed situation due to: 

(A) (1) Enemy landing at Wake made relief or evacuation 

impossible. 

(2) Navy Department's expressed opinions 

(A) Wake a liability; 

(B) Concern for holding Midway* 

(C) Belief Hawaiian Islands not secure which 

v/as concurred in by C.G; 

(D) Opinion raid on Pearl may soon be repeated; 

(E) Concern over route to Australia. 

(3) Radio intelligence indicating probability two 

carrier groups and a fast battleship division in 
Mandate area. 

(4) The probability that a definitely organized landing 

expedition at Wake would have strong supporting 
forces. 

(B) Question then became should TF 14 be directed to 
attack enemy forces at Wake? If TF 14 became involved 
should Task Force 11 be ordered to support? My conclusion 
was that if action developed against any but unimportant 
naval forces at Wake it would be on enemy's terms in 
range of shore-based bombers with our forces 2000 miles 
from nearest base with inadequate fuel for more than 

2 days high speed, with probable loss of any damaged 
ships, and might involve^, two task forces 

(C) I had been strongest advocate of offensive action for 
relief of Wake but with Wake under landing attack I 
became convinced that the general situation took 
precedence and required conservation of our forces. 

With extreme regret I ordered a retirement Opnav 271810. 
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CINCPAC TO OPNAV 

Your 26 1909 I plan to transport entire reenforcement less 
aviation in Matson Line ships escorting with force mentioned 
your 142346. One Fleet AO will accompany expedtion. In 
addition commercial AK with essential contractor's material 
may proceed with or independent this convoy. Covering or 
diversion operations under consideration will be determined 
upon later. Recommend you make the three Matson ships 
available San Diego by 3 January. 


29 1431 

O 


OPNAV TO CINCPAC 


STRONG INDICATIONS JAPANESE BASING MAKIN I3L IN NORTH 
GILBERTS THUS DEVELOPING THREAT TOWARDS FIJI AND SAMOA AND 
SO TO COMMUNICATIONS WITH AUSTRALIA. INCLUDE THIS FACTOR 
IN YOUR CONSIDERATION OF "COVERING OR DIVERSION OPERATIONS" 
OF YOUR 281631 KING CONCURS. 


O 


Alnav 
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ALNAV 

FUNCTIONS OF COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF, U.S. FLEET (COMINCH): 

(1) Evaluation of information and intelligence. 

(2) Preparation and execution of plans for current war 

operations. 

(3) Operational duties. 

(4) Essential communications for war operations. 

(5.) Training. (Opnav prepares War Plans from long-range 
point of view). 



0 1701 


V 


30 1740 


COMINCH TO PRINCIPAL SUBORDINATES 

ALNAV 166 CURRENT OPERATING PLANS ALLOCATIONS AND DISPOSITIONS 
CONTINUE IN EFFECT UNLESS AND UNTIL DULY MODIFIED AS TO ALL 
COMMAND RELATIONSHIPS AFFECTING FLEETS NAVAL COASTAL FRONTIERS 
AND ARMY COMMANDS X ADDRESS TO ME ALL OPERATING DESPATCHES AND 
CORRESPONDENCE BUT CONTINUE TO ADDRESS OPNAV ON ALL OTHER 
MATTERS. IT IS MY INTENTION THAT COMMAND SHALL BE EXERCISED 
B Y THE ISSUE OF GENERAL OPERATING PLANS AND OR DIRECTIVES 
AND THAT PERTINENT DISCRETION AND RESPONSIBILITY SHALL BE 
2BVESTED IN APPROPRIATE PRINCIPAL SUBORDINATES IN CHAIN OF 
COMMAND. CARRY ON. OPNAV INFORMED. 

COMINCH TO CINCPAC 


CONSIDER TASKS ASSIGNED YOU SUMMARIZE INTO TWO PRIMARY TASKS 
IN ORDER OF PRIORITY FIRST COVERING AND HOLDING LINE HAWAII 
MIDWAY AND MAINTAINING ITS COMMUNICATIONS WITH WEST COAST 
SECOND AND ONLY IN SMALL DEGREE LESS IMPORTANT MAINTENANCE 

OF COMMUNICATION 7/F.ST COAST AUSTRALIA CHIEFLY BY COVERING 
SECURING AND HOLDING LINE HAWAII SAMOA WHICH SHOULD EE 
EXTENDED TO INCLUDE FIJI AT r ARLIEST PRACTICABLE DATE SEE 121 
OPNAV 291431 IN THIS CONNECTION. 

















DEC. GOT 


OsO 


1840 COMINCH TC CINCPAC 


TRANSFER FROM HAWAIIAN AREA TO CINC ASIATIC FOR DUTY ONE 
12 PLANE PATROL SQUADRON READY FOR SERVICE X DESIGNATION OF 
SQUADRON CHOICE OF ROUTE LOGISTIC ARRANGEMENTS AT DISCRETION 
CINCPAC X THIS MOVEMENT MUST BE EXPEDITED. 


31 2300 COMINCH TO CINCAF, INFO CINCPAC 




THE GENERAL STRATEGIC POLICY FOR OPERATIONS IN THE FAR EASTERN 
THEATER WHICH HAS BEEN AGREED UPON BY THE US AND BRITISH CHIEFS 
OF STAFF IS AS FOLLOWS: 

(A.) TO HOLD THE MALAY BARRIER (DEFINED AS THE LINE MALAY PEN¬ 
INSULA SUMATRA JAVA AND NORTH AUSTRALIA) AS THE BASIC DEFENSIVE 
POSITION IN THAT THEATER AND TO OPERATE SEA LAND AND AIR FORCES 
IN AS GREAT DEPTH AS POSSIBLE FORWARD OF THE BARRIER IN ORDER 
TO OPPOSE ANY JAPANESE SOUTHWARD ADVANCE. 

(B) TO HOLD BURMA AND AUSTRALIA AS ESSENTIAL SUPPORTING 
POSITIONS FOR THE THEATER AND BURMA)? AS ESSENTIAL TO THE SUPPORT 
OF CHINA AND TO THE DEFENSE OF INDIA. 

(C) TO REESTABLISH COMMUNICATIONS T HROUGH THE DUTCH EAST 
INDIES WITH LUZON AND TO SUPPORT THE PHILIPPINES GARRISONS 

(D) TO MAINTAIN ESSENTIAL COMMUNICATIONS WITHIN THE THEATER 
IN DISPOSING OF THE REINFORCEMENTS ARRIVING IN THAT THEATER 
YOU SHOULD BE GUIDED BY THE ABOVE POLICY AND CONSIDER THE 
NEED OF THE THEATER AS A WHOLE X TO THIS END CLOSE COOPERATION 
AMONG THE BRITISH DUTCH AND UNITED STATES COMMANDERS IS 
ESSENTIAL AND YOU SHOULD CONTINUE TO CONCERT MEASURES 
ACCORDINGLY BRITISH COMMANDER IN CHIEF FAR EAST WILL INFORM 
THE DUTCH AND REQUEST THEIR COOPERATION. 


JAN GCT 

02 1718 COMINCH TO CINCPAC 

URGE YOUR THOROUGH CONSIDERATION OF EXPEDITION OF RAID IN 
CHARACTER AGAINST ENEMY BASES IN GILBERT ISLANDS PROBABLY 
MAKIN AND OR IN ELLICE AND PHOENIX GROUPS EITHER AS SEPARATE 
OPERATION OR PREFERABLY COORDINATED WITH SAMOA REINFORCEMENT 
EXPEDITION IN ORDER TO FIRST COVER LATTER SECOND CHECK 
INCREASING ENEMY THREAT TO SAMOA DASH FIJI AREA T HMD UNDERTAKE 
SOME AGGRESSIVE ACTION FOR EFFECT ON GENERAL MORALE. 

02 2235 CINCPAC TO COMINCH 

OPERATIONS PROPOSED YOUR 021718 CONTEMPLATED AND UNDER 
consideration. -lKc 

















January 2, 1942 


' EMPLOYMENT OF CARRIER TASK FORCES IN JANUARY 

I. SITUATION 

1. The general situation has been given in the Estimate 
prepared December 24 and corrected as of December 28. A 
general comparison of forces is included in the same Estimate. 

2. The pertinent features of the situation facing us 
are as follows: 

(a) Enemy Situation . 

Prom the best intelligence that we have, it appears 
that: - 

(1) The Par East offensives are occupying practically 
all of the amphibious forces of the enemy plus 3 or 4 
carriers,. 2 BB's, about 13 cruisers, about one-third of 
his destroyers, some submarines and many auxiliary types. 
How long these farces will be needed in the Par East is 
problematical but it is believed that the end of January 
will see them still there. 

(2) Since the raid on the 7th, all First Fleet units 
and carriers have apparently remained west of the 
Eastern Marshalls. 

(3) Carrier air groups are being refitted or 



exchanged 












SECRET 




(4) There are about fifteen submarines at sea 
from the Hawaiian area to the West Coast. 

(5) The enemy is consolidating an air base at 
Makin and is extending his air activities to New Guinea 
and, at one time, to the Ellice Islands. He has bombed 
Ocean Island several times and Nauru at least once. 

(6) Itoere are increasing indications of converted 
raiders and tenders being at large. 

Known enemy action since the raid on Oahu has 

been - 

(7) The sustained bombing and capture of Wake - with 
at least one carrier supporting. 

(8) Surface ship shelling of Midway and Johnston, 
and submarine shelling of Johnston, Palmyra, and out¬ 
lying main islands of Hawaiian group. 

(9) Sinking of three cargo ships in this general 
area and three or four on the West Coast. 

(b) Own Situation . 

(1) Battleships - PENNSYLVANIA ready In mid-January, 
MARYLAND about 20 January, TENNESSEE about 5 February, 
COLORADO 1 February, Batdiv Three probably by the end 
of the month. Thus no battleship will be available 
during greater part of this month. 
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(2) Carrier Taak Forces 



Location 

Departed P.H. 29 Dec 
covering John3ton- 
Palmyra line; return¬ 
ing 3 January. 


Departed P.H. 31 Dec 
covering Midway area; 
returning 13 Jan. 


In Pearl. 

SALTLAKECITY 
CHESTER 
Desron Six 

T.P. 8 will probably be reduced by one CA and 3 DD 
before departing on 3 January. It will probably remain 
at sea in the vicinity of Oahu from 3-7 January. 


o 


T.P. 11 - LEXINGTON - Brown. 
INDIANAPOLIS 
One DL, 5 DD 
CHICAGO (at Pearl 
today) 


T.P. 14 - 




SARATOGA 
ASTORIA 
MINNEAPOLIS 
One DL, 5 DD 


- Leary. 


T.P. 8 - ENTERPRISE - nalsey. 

NORTHAMPTON 


G 


At or en route San 
Diego. Departing S.D. 
for Samoa about 6 
January escorting 
3 AP, 1 AK, 1 AE, 1 AO. 
Should arrive 20 Jan. 
Some covering operatior 
has been tentatively 
planned. 

Other Pacific Force are engaged in escort, and local 

anti-submarine operations; submarines - t on defensive 

I at WalC-c 

patrol, 3 to the Marshalls, 3 off Japan; patrol planes 

A 

engaged in patrols from Oahu. 

Some units must soon receive upkeep and others 
engage in some training. 

Our Asiatic Naval Forces have retired to the Malay 
Barrier and are preparing to move to Darwin If necessary.| 25 


T.P. 17 - YORKTOWN - Fletcher. 
LOUISVILLE 
ST LOUIS 
Pour DD 
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(3) Prom the directives issued to the Pacific Fleet, 
the mission is taken to be: 

n T0 SAPEOUARD OUR TERRITORY 
AND COMMUNICATION)* LINES” . 

This has been stressed by the Commander-in-Chlef, 

, Dec 3o 

U.S. Fleet (who took command y ee fe - er day) giving first 
priority to Midway-Hawaii and Hawaii-Mainland lines, 
and only slightly less to Hawaii-Samoa, extending to 
Suva as soon as practicable. 

CNO and the Secretary of the Navy have been 
concerned over the safety of the Oahu base, and only in 
one despatch did CNO point out the need for offensive 
operations to prevent enemy use of Marshall bases and 
to benefit national and service morale. 


In connection with our tentative plan for cover- 
by operation o ,r ' o'ther woSfiy 

ing the Samoan reenforcement, CNO pointed out the 


activities of the enemy In the Gilberts. Cominch con- 

for vii• w» * »V* n-to/fc. 

curred In this suggestion on 2 January, urged its 


adoption. 



I 
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II. ENEMY INTENTIONS 



r*s 




3. In other estimates the enemy’s Intentions in 
general order of priority have been deduced as follows: 

(a) The prosecution of the offensives In the Par East 
until all of Malaysia, Philippines and N.E.I. have 
been captured. In this will probably be included 
Rangoon. 

(b) Consolidation of this territory. 

(c) Advance upon Australia. 

While these are going on: 

(d) Continued submarine raids on our forces and com¬ 
munications, minor attacks against outlying Islands 
and Alaska. 

(e) Cruiser raids against the routes to Australia, 
and possibly to the Mainland. 

(f) Capture Samoa. 

(g) Capture Canton. 

(i) Capture Suva. 

(j) Attack with strong forces^Including carriers,for 
demolition Johnston, Palmyra, Midway. 

(k) Sweeps in force along our communications to out¬ 
lying islands; along our route to Mainland. 

(l) Carrier raids on West Coast. 

Mid wty 

(m) Attacks for capture of-Wake, Palmyra; main 
Hawaiian Islands; Oahu. 
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III. OWN COORSES OF ACTION 


o 

4. Inuring the next month it may be assumed that there 
will be no release of the forces now engaged in escort duty, 
or of those operating in the Hawaiian Naval Coastal Frontier. 

In other words we are committed to that escorting and petroling. 






5. The program for the submarines and patrol planes for 
the next month may be considered fairly well settled. The 
only change that might be made i3 for some submarine protection 
of Samoa, 

6. It is also assumed that during January there will 
be- no renewal of navy yard overhauls and extended upkeep, or 
diversion of forces to a strictly training program during 
January. 

7. As Task Force 17 is committed to the Samoan expedi¬ 
tion, our problem reduces to the employment of the units now 
comprising Task Forces Eight, Eleven, and Fourteen. The way 
the employment of these task forces has been shaped up so far, 

it appears that we are committed to covering to the westward W»"t h 
T.F. 14 until the 13th and that that force will not be avail¬ 
able for another operation until about the 17th. T.F. 11 will 
be available aboufc She 7th. T.F. 8 the 11th. Thus Oahu will 
be covered until the 17th and Midway until about the 10th. 




t 
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8. The following courses of action suggest themselves: 

(a) To cover Oahu closely. 

(b) To cover Midway. 

(c) To cover Johnston and Palmyra. 

(d) To cover Canton and Samoa. 

(e) To operate carrier groups in above covering oper¬ 
ations: (1) separately; (2) within ready supporting 
distances of each other; (3) in combination. 

(f) To attack enemy communications with: (1) oruisers; 
(2) one carrier group; (3) two or more carrier groups 
separately, or in combination. 

(g) To attack enemy positions with one or more carrier 
groups. For objectives, it is considered that the only 
ones at all practicable at thi3 time are Wake, the 
Marshalls and the Gilberts. 



V 


9. The considerations favoring the adoption of covering 
operations alone are: 

(a) Oahu may require more than its own defenses in case 
of attack. 

(b) The outlying islands undoubtedly do require more than 
their own defenses to defeat even a moderate scale attack. 

(c) Such operations should keep own available forces 
undamaged until an enemy attack comes (ignoring possibility 
of damage by submarines). They would therefore be intact 
for a close-in defense of the territory being covered. 
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(d) Limiting our covering operations to the islands of 
the Hawaiian system v/ould preserve the forces for the 
defense of Oahu, which is paramount. 

(e) Considerable training could be accomplished while 
covering is in progress. 

10. Considerations leading to adoption of offensive courses: 

(a) Damage to the enemy, disproportionate if practicable. 

At the shore objectives sufficient facilities might be 
destroyed to prevent, or at least hinder, the use of these 
bases by the enemy. 

(b) Tendency to divert onemy forces for defense. He 
might try to cover his territory with forces which he 
would Intend to be stronger than our attacking forces. 

(c) Boost to morale of the fleet. 

(d) Boost to morale of the nation. 

(e) In general, the advantages which go with the 
Initiative. 

11. One of the basic questions facing us Is: 

Is the close cover of Oahu necessary at this time? 

Taking in combination the present state of its 
defenses and our deductions as to enemy intentions the 
answer is "no". 

12. Of outlying positions ; which is In most need of cover? 
Samoa, Canton, Midway, Palmyra and Johnston in that 


order 


-8- 


130 









Of course, while covering Midway and Johnston we 

would bo furnishing some cover to Oahu, and while on attack 

I d 

missions to the westward certain cover w £ t- l be afforded. 

Samoa will require much less coverage after the 
reenforcement arrives and is organized, but until this has 
been accomplished (about the end of January) Samoa is a special 
case, and we are practicably committed to covering in that 
area or conducting a diver$ive operation. 



13. The questions now are: 

(a) Shall the operation coordinated with the Samoan 

reenforcement be a covering or an offensive operation? 

If offensive, where strike and when? T.P. 8 seems to 
be the choice for this operation. 

(b) Shall T.F. 11 (ready on 7th): - 

(1) Cover in the Hawaiian area? 

(2) Cover in the Samoan area in conjunction with T.P.8? 

(3) Conduct an offensive operation? 

If (3) when? where? 

(c) Shall T.P. 14 (ready on 17th) continue to cover in 
the Hawaiian area or conduct an offensive operation? 

If the latter, where? 
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T.F. 8: 


D 


O 



(a) In view of the strong considerations for an offensive 
move, via:: 

(1) Diversion of enemy from offensive moves or 
advances; 

(2) Damage - particularly of means which facilitate 
enemy advances; 

(3) Morale. 

/ 

ifhe defensive covering of the Samoan expedition 
is not considered sufficient. The CinC, U.S. Fleet is 
evidently in full agreement with this view. 

(b) The Gilberts and any other extensions of Japanese 
bases in the same direction, are considered to be the 
best objectives, because: 

oov' 

(1) Such extension toward a*e communication lines 
and territory should be repulsed. 

(2) The force attacking them is in a good covering 
position for Samoa and T.P. 17. 

(3) The Japanese can hardly have had time to install 
strong defenses in the Oilberts. Cominch concurs that 
the Gilbert bases are favorable objectives. 


15. When ? If It is too far ahead of the arrival of 
T.P. 17 at Samoa, T.P. 8 might have to retire and the enemy 
would have time to make good some of his losses, and inves¬ 
tigate as to what is going on. 
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If we endeavor to have the attack on the day of 
the arrival of T.F. 17, we may have missed an enemy expedition 
which would be arriving at Samoa at about the same time. 

If the attack on the Gilberts were timed to be 
about three days ahead of the arrival of T.F. 17, the above 
objectives would be met and T.F. 8 might encounter the enemy 
expedition. If "soft" conditions were found at enemy bases, 
repeated attacks Could be made - the longer the better for our 

A 

purposes. 

16. T.F. ,11 (ready on^t* 1 )* Offensive^ moves by task 
forces against communications are not considered practicable 
at this time. The enemy’s communications are all protected by 

t , 

his outlying positions. T.F. 14 will be covering the Midway 
area until the 10th and Is tied to the Oahu area from about 
13th to 18th. The alternatives for T.F. 11 are considered to be: 

(a) Cover the Midway area; 

(b) Cover the southwestern area; 

(c) Attack on Wake; 

(d) Attack on northeastern Marshalls; 

(e) Attack on southeastern Marshalls. 

* 

17. Perhaps more enemy Information will be received in 
the next few days to guide us (via submarines, B-17 or enemy 
activity). Failing this, the best course for T.F. 11 is believed 
to be an air raid on WotJe-Maloelap. This has the following 
advantages: 
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(a) Starts our offensive moves earlier; 

(b) Approach to these islands is not flanked by 
any enemy positions, and they are not believed too 
strong for such an attack; 

(c) It will divert the enemy in connection with our 
later operations in the southwest. 

(d) The force will be furnishing some measure of 
cover to Johnston and Palmyra. 

(e) T.F’s 11 and 8 will be within mutual support 
during part of the operation. 

18. This attack ©ould take place about the 13th or 14th. 
T.P. 8, by leaving on the 10th should be able to attack the 
Gilberts on the 17th. 

19. T.P. 14 after departing Pearl on the 17th should be 
held in a central supporting position. T.P. 11 wiuld return 
to the Oahu area about the 20th; T.P. 8 about the 25th. After 
they return, more effective upkeep, and some system for 
training^ should be initiated. 

20. Summary. 

(a) T.P. 11 depart 7th and attack Wotje-Maloelap on 
13th or 14th. Return to arrive Pearl about 20th. 

(b) T.P. 8 depart 10th. Attack Gilberts on the 17th 
if practicable (delay if departure of T.P. 17 is delayed). 
Return to Pearl about 25th. 

134 
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(c) X.P. 14 continue present covering operation, and 
on departure from Pearl about 17th cover from a central 
position to the westward. 

January 24 . 

Pinal decisions by CinCPac as to the employment of 
the carrier task forces v/as as follows: 

Task Force Eleven sailed on 7 January to cover the 
Johnston - Midway line; returned on lGth; sailed again on 19th 
to cover Christmas - Palmyra line; was on 21 January ordered to 
attack 7/ake; then, when NECHES v/as sunk, was ordered to return 
to Pearl. 

Task Force Fourteen carrier, SARATOGA was hit by one 
torpedo; returned on 13th; out of action for several months. 

Task Force Eight sailed on 11th to cover Samoa; then 
to make an attack on the Marshall - Gilberts after the unloading 
was completed. 

Task Force Seventeen was to make an attack in conjunc¬ 
tion v/ith Task Force Eight. 

Final order was to depart Samoa for this attack just as 
soon as troops were disembarked. This will make the.attacks 
(Jaluit, Lillie, I.Iakin) about January 31. 
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RUNNING SUMMARY OF SITUATION (Cont’d) 

January 3 


Task Force 8 departed and Task Force H entered Pearl. AA 
and surface target practice was arranged for Task Force 8 on Its 
first two days at sea - a resumption of this type of training. Be¬ 
sides covering Oahu, Task Force 8 was to assist in protection of a 
very slow convoy of 17 ships which was approaching from the Coast. 

Complying with directive of the War Department, the Army 
was trying out the route for heavy bombers to Australia. 

First division of Patron 22 departed for the Asiatic Flen. 
This Fleet had largely assembled at Port Darwin. 

One Army B-17 reported on a reconnaissance of Wake made on 
the 2nd. Little activity was seen except two seaplanes and three 
small craft. This was substantiated by photographs and the report 
of the POMPANO. This submarine was ordered from Wake to the 
Marshalls, leaving none at Wake. The need for information of the 
Marshalls motivated this change. 


January 4 

Task Forces operating as before. 

GRAYLING departed to make the fifth submarine in the 
Marshall-Gilberts. 

In 050547 CInCPac pointed out Cominch the danger of detach¬ 
ing air units when we need as many as 288 VP for maintenance of 
effective search. 

What information of the enemy could be obtained Indicated 
that reenforcements were moving to support the land offensives. 
However, Rabaul aerodromes were bombed this date. 

The Commanding General of the Hawaiian Department was in¬ 
formed by the War Department that he would be In command of a 
pursuit squadron, arriving Fiji the end of January, which would 
operate under strategic direction of New Zealand. It is not clear 
what relationship this force would have to the CinCPac in his exor¬ 
cise of unity of command. 


January 5 . 

Task Force Eleven is in Pearl; to depart the 7th. IJask 
Force Fourteen is patrolling Midway area until 15th; Task ^orce 
Eight covering to the northward of Oahu, to enter the 7th. 

Cominch in 051747 in connection with detachment of VP’s, 
assured that paramount importance of the Hawaiian Area was realized 
and inquired whether Midway was sufficiently strong to be held 
against a strong attack. See Cincpacs reply, 070245. 
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RUNNING SUMMARY OF SITUATION (Cont’d) 



January 5 (Cont’d) 

In 052154 (following) Cominch informed of the agreement 
concerning the Par East between Australia, Netherlands, United 
Kingdom and the U.5. 


January 6 


Ta3k Forces assigned as before. Task Force 17 sailed from 
San Diego for Samoa, date of arrival, 20th. 



The large, slow convoy (DETROIT) had been joined by the 
PORTLAND and two DD from Pearl. 

War Department informed Commanding General that the U.S. 
participation in the construction of the air field at Noumea is 
his responsibility. Australia should defend New Caledonia, but 
U.S. may have to contribute. 


Deliberation continued as to character of the operation to 
be conducted by Task Force Eight in connection with the Samoan 
reenforcement. 



January 7 


Main tales fi^oces operating as planned. Task Force One was 
established, composed of BBs, HELENA and 5 DD. 


PENSACOLA departed Brisbane for Pearl. 

Cominch informed of expedition from East Coast to Borabora 
(see 070015 following). The status of the army garrison was not 
defined. Same despatch informed of Army reenforcements to Australia, 
Canton, Christmas and Hawaii. 


No significant information of enemy was received except a 
trend toward reenforcement of the land offensives in Philippines, 
Malaya, and Borneo. 

January 8 



All battleships at Puget Sound were given a completion date 
of February 5; PENNSYLVANIA January 22. 

It was decided that the operation of Task Force Eight would 
be to cover Samoa from a northward position. See Vice Admiral Pye's 
estimate appended, and Op. Order 3-42. 



Offensive operations are planned for Task Forces Eight and 
Seventeen after the unloading at Samoa is completed. See Op. Plan 
4-42. 


-16- 


137 











r* 


O 

© 


RUNNING SUMMARY OF SITUATION (Cont'd) 
o January 8 (Cont’d) 

Received Cominch's 081856 asking date of Samoan reenforce¬ 
ment. Replied with 090445 giving outline of plans. 


SWAN departed for Pago Pago to act as tender for VOS planes 
being sent there via Taskfor 17. 


First report from a submarine indicated little activity at 
Rongelap and Binini, and considerable at Kwajalein. 


Report of attacks on 6th and 7th against Rabaul aerodrome 
was received. 


V 


Organization of Asiatic Fleet was received. A report indi¬ 
cated very few U.S. aircraft had escapted from the Philippines. 

Australia is sending some cruiser strength toward Suva. 
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05 0547 CINCPAC TO COMINCH - INFO OPNAV, COMGEN HAWNDET(MAIL) 

Withdrawals of Army bombers and Navy patrol planes 
from this theater even though temporary for other 
projects leave us dangerously weak against aircraft 
carrier and other forms of attack x Retention of 
Oahu is by no means assured with present available 
forces x Navy patrol wings should be increased to 
144 planes composed of both seaplane and landplane 
types for maintenance effective search x Carrier 
squadrons should be filled and kept filled to full 
allowance of spares to insure maximum effective sea¬ 
borne striking force x To maintain even present 
daily search imposes greater load on material and 
personnel than can be much longer continued x See 
my 041001 x See Condg General Hawaiian Departments 
despatch of even date to War Department with which 
CinCPac strongly concurs x 
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JAN GOT. 
05 1747 


COMINCH TO CINCPAC 


WITHDRAWALS OF PATROL PLANES FROM YOUR THEATER ARE NOT 
CONTEMPLATED OTHER THAN ONE SQUADRON TO FAR EAST ALREADY 
ENROUTE X YOUR 050547 X MEASURES NOW IN HAND (1st) TO 
INCREASE YOUR PATROL PLANE STRENGTH (BUT AT LEAST TOKEN FORCES 
MUST BE CONTINUED ALONG WEST COAST WHILE EAST COAST IS 
CURRENTLY DENUDED) (2) FOR KEEPING CARRIER SQUADRONS AT 
STRENGTH AND TO PROVIDE REPLACEMENT SQUADRONS/BE ASSURED 
THAT PARAMOUNT IMPORTANCE OF HAWAIIAN AREA IS REALIZED X 
DO YOU CONSIDER MIDWAY NOW ADEQUATELY STRONG TO BE HELD 
AGAINST STRONG ATTACK X 


05 2154 COMINCH TO CINCAF 




O 

o 


Following is brief of draft agreement between Australia, 
Netherlands, United Kingdom and United States known as ABDA 
Powers. Will inform you when ratified. ABDA A r ea established 
to comprise initially all land and sea areas included in the 
general region Burma, Malaya, Netherlands* East Indies and 
the Philippines. The boundaries are similar to those defined 
for the Far East Area but including Torres Strait and North 
coast of Australia from C a pe York to N c rthwest Cape. Supreme 
Command set up under one commander of all land and sea and air 
forces of the ABDA governments which are in the ABDA area or 
located in Australian territory when such forces allotted 
for service in or in support of the ABDA area. Basic strat¬ 
egic concept for the conduct of war is not only in the 
immediate future to maintain as many kejtf positions as possi¬ 
ble but to take the offensive at the earliest opportunity. 

The first essential is to gain general air superiority at 
the earliest moment through employment of concentrated air 
power. General strategic employment of concentrated air 
policy is that stated in my 312300. Supreme Command will 
coordinate strategic operations all armed forces assign 
strategic missions and objectives and where desirable arrange 
for formation of Task Forces for the execution of specific 
operations appointing any officer irrespective of seniority 
or nationality to command such task forces. Supreme Command 
will have no responsibility in respect to internal adminis¬ 
tration of forces. He will make no alteration in the basic 
tactical organization of such forces and each national com¬ 
ponent of a task force will normally operate under its own 
commander and not be subdivided into small units for attach¬ 
ment to other national components except in cases of urgent 
necessity. Commanders of all land and air forces will be 
informed by respective governments that from a date to be 
notified all orders and instructions issued by the supreme 

commander will be considered as emanating from their respective 
governments. Staff of supreme commander will include 
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07 0245 




officers of each of the ABDA powers. The supreme headquarters 
initially in Java. Wavell will be supreme commander, Brett 
deputy, Hart CinC all naval forces ABDA area. Obtain 
full text of agreement from Wavell. 

COMINCH TO CINCPAC 

NAVY WILL ESTABLISH A FUEL DEPOT CAPACITY 200,000 BBLS 
FUEL OIL 50,000 BBLS DIESEL 50,000 GALLONS GASOLINE IN 
BORABORA SOCIETY ISLANDS CODE NAME BOBCAT, REPEAT BOBCAT 
WITH EXPEDITION SAILING FROM EAST COAST LATTER PART OF 
JANUARY X NAVY WILL MAN FUEL DEPOT RADIO STATION SEAPLANES 
NETS AND HARBOR FACILITIES 6 VOS WITH FACILITIES FOR 12 VPB 
X ARMY GARRISON ABOUT 3,800 WILL MAN/NAVY 7" GUNS AND AA 

EIGHT 

EQUIVALENT OF MARINE DEFENSE BATTALION AND PROVIDE MOBILE 
DEFENSE X PROPOSE ESCORT REPEAT ESCORT WITH SEPACFOR TO 
REMAIN DESTINATION UNTIL FIXED DEFENSES INSTALLED AND ARE 
OPERATING X COMPANCF INFORM COMSEPACFOR ON ARRIVAL FROM SAN 
DIEGO AND CINCPAC ON DEPARTURE CONVOY FROM CANAL ZONE Z ARMY 
PLANS SENDING LAST OF JANUARY FROM SAN FRANCISCO TO AUSTRALIA 
CODE NAME XRAY 15 KNOT CONVOY WITH 11,000 TROOPS AND ABOUT 
SAME TIME GARRISON 1,400 MEN TO CANTON AND 1,900 TO CHRISTMAS 
X APPROVED ARMY PLANS TOTAL REENFORCEMENTS HAWAII CODE NAME 
COPPER WILL BE ABOUT 30,000 MEN POSSIBLY 50,000 IN ADDITION 
TO THOSE NOW ENROUTE X MOVEMENT TO XRAY CANTON CHRISTMAS WILL 
INCREASE "OUR ESCORT LOAD AND RETARD MOVEMENT TO COPPER SO 
THAT ONLY 1500 ADDITIONAL WILL GO IN JANUARY 20,000 IN 
FEBRUARY REMAINDER MARCH X REQUEST COMMENT AND STATEMENT AS 
TO WHEN YOU CAN PROVIDE ESCORTS X 

CINCPAC TO COMINCI-I 


YOUR 051747 Personnel and equipment Midway given my serial 
0128W of 1 January. 14 VMF and 17 VMS now based there. My 
serial 102V/ of 3 January ordered 2 Companies infantry 
transferred from 2d Marine division at San Diego to Midway. 
They will not be there before end this month. 1 submarine 
on patrol there. 1 Major Task Force operates intermittently 
that vicinity. Addition of 2 patrol plane squadrons 1 or rfo** 
fighter squadrons and small surface units for local defense 
■^ould greatly strengthen the defensive capabilities of Midway 
and should be provided at earliest opportunity but under 
existing circumstances such forces are not available to 
Cincpac for assignment. Consider Midway as now held can 
repel moderate attack and with additions mentioned above 
will be able to withstand any except major attack. 
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COMINCH TO CINCPAC 

WHAT IS ESTIMATED DATE OP REINFORCEMENT EXPEDITION MENTIONED 
MY 021718 YOUR o22235? 


09 0445 CINCPAC TO COMINCH 



YOUR 03185G Date arrival reenforcenent Samoa 20 January. 

Taskfor 8 departing Pearl 11 January to operate in coordination 
v/ith Task Force 17to cover arrival and unloading x Upon 
completion plan both forces make simultaneous air attacks 
Gilberts and Eastern Marshalls. Estimate date these attacks 
first week of February. Offensive operations deferred until 
after establishment Samoan Reenforcements in order to more 
positively insure success that expedition and to avoid serious 
situation that would arise if one carrier were damaged 2,000 
miles from base while operating withovit other carrier support. 
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What means of interfering with Samoa Expedition are avail¬ 
able to enemy? 



(1) Seaplane bombers. 

(2) Land based bombers. 

(3) Submarines. 

(4) Combination of cruiser-carrier task group. 


General Considerations. 


Enemy mu3t be assumed to know of the composition and date 
of departure of SAMOA reenforcoment expedition, by means of 
agents communicating via Mexico. For such an expedition there 
could be assumed only four probable destinations - 

(a) Midway, 

(b) Hawaiian Islands, 

(c) Samoa, 

(d) Fiji Islands. 

If the enemy information service is as efficient in the 
United States as it is in Hawaiian Islands, the large amount 
of contractor's materials destined for SAMOA will be known to 
bo in the AK, and that the true destination may be assumed to 
be known to the enemy. 

The assumption, that the enemy will be advised of the com¬ 
position of the force, its 4a*wb departure, and destination will 
be known to the enemy, is not only reasonable but should be con¬ 
sidered as a fact and our plans should be made on that assumption. 

The enemy will have at least two weeks In which to organize 
and move forces to attack the SAMOA detachment. We know that 
there wore at least 41 land bombers which made an attack on Wake, 
probably from Eniwetok or Rongelap. To the best of our knowledge 
there are in the Marshalls a comparatively few long range sea 
planes. There were and may still be two carrier groups, several 
CA's and possibly a fast battleship division In the Mandate area. 
Jaluit appears to be the center of enemy submarine activity and 
in all probability lias both seaplane and landplane operating 
facilities. The number of submarines actually available at 
Jaluit I3 unknown but with the number known to be operating in 
Hawaiian waters and in waters between Hawaii and the West Coast, 
the probable number of submarines available In Jaluit, Is not 
large. 

In the Marshall Islands on the eastern fringe Wotje is 
probably the best developed. Recont information indicates 
enemy activity at Mili, the southernmost island. i /\ 
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In the Gilbert Islands (British) information indicates 
the possible establishment of an enemy seaplane base at Makin, 
and the demolition by landing forces of the radio station and 
other facilities at Tarawa. Of the other Gilbert Islands 
although most of them are sparsely inhabited none 3eem to offer 
good sites for seaplane operating bases. 

ok/ i/o<rv Pefotf arc 

Of the Ellice Islands Funafuti,, ts apparently suitable as 
-a- seaplane base^ ■«- Is an extensive atoll with a large lagoon, 
into which there are two entrances for ships probably 10' - 20 » 
draft. This lagoon has been used by seaplanes. This island 
13 the most suitable for development by the enemy for a seaplane 
base. Enemy planes have been reported flying over this island 
at various times but as yet it Is presumed that no attack by the 
enemy has been made as presumably communication between Funafuti 
and the Australian Government still is intact; and no report of 
any attack has been made. 

Consideration of attack on Samoan Detachment by seaplane 

bombers. 


At present any known seaplane operating base in use by 
enemy seaplanes Is outside of effective range from Samoa. Even 
Funafuti Is over 700 miles from Samoa. 

A few long range seaplane bombers were seen over Wake, but 
the number was too small to cause much concern. The total 
number of this type of plane possessed by the Japanese Navy is 
not believed to be large, and to date there are no indications 
of the development of a base from which such type could be effec¬ 
tive In the area of Samoa. 

Conclusion: An effective attack against the Samoan expe¬ 
dition by seaplane bombers does not appear to constitute a 
serious threat. 

Consideration of Attack on Samoan Detachment by landbased 

bombers. 


Landbased bombers to a number of more than 40 appeared over 
Wake on several occasions. The bases from which they operated 
are not definitely known, but are presumed to be Eniwetok, Ronge- 
lap, and possibly Wotjo. The radius of action of these planes 
Is over 500 miles with bombs, and possibly as much as 700 miles. 
It must always be kept In mind that If a favorable target is 
presented we may expect these planes to fly to at least 900 miles 
in a suicide attack. 

So far as is known there exist no land fields for the oper¬ 
ation of landbased planes south or east of Jaluit, which Island 
Is about 1700 miles from Pago Pago. 
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Conclusion : Until further fields for the operation of 
landbased planes are known to exist, interference with the 
Samoan Detachment by landbased bombers does not appear to con¬ 
stitute a serious menace as long as Canton remains in our hands. 

Consideration of Attack by submarines on Samoan Detachment . 

Assuming as we should do, that the enemy will make a 
correct decision as to the destination of the Samoan Detachment 
submarines from Jaluit could arrive In the vicinity of Pago Pago 
before the arrival of our detachment. 






The number of ships in this detachment which are required 
to enter port is not less than five. The YORKTOWN may have to 
enter to unload the seaplanes she is carrying. The only net 
protection is an anti-torpedo net. The harbour is deep and a 
submarine could pass the net when submerged. Two-man submarines 
would be effective If they could be brought to the vicinity. 

There are two single lines of mines off the entrance. 

Such minefields are not very effective and in fact may com¬ 
plicate the operation of destroyers against submarines. These 
fields have been placed and there is no possibility of changing 
or removing them. 

If as we must believe the enemy is anticipating extending 
his operations to Samoan and Fiji Islands, the maximum possible 
interference with the Samoan Expedition must be anticipated by 
us. A concentration of enemy submarines in the vicinity of 
Pago Pago woTild constitute a serious menace both to ships at 
sea and in port. Whether or not the enemy will so employ them 
is probably merely a question of their availability and the 
precedence assigned to this operation as compared to operations 
In the vicinity of Pearl and on our West Coast. 

Conclusion : Under the circumstances we should assume 
that enemy submarines will be made available for such operation 
against the Samoan Detachment and should plan accordingly. 

Consideration of a combination Carrier-Cruiser enemy Task 

r 'orce to interfere with Samoan Expedition . 

There was ample radio intelligence indicating the presence 
in the Mandate Area as late as 20 December, of 2 carrier divi¬ 
sions, 1 heavy cruiser division, and possibly 1 fast battleship 
division. The indication of the locations of these units has 
not been so definite recently, They may or may not have 
returned to their home bases. 
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Wo should assume, however, that the general composition 
of our Task Forces are known to the enemy, and it is reasonable 
to suppose that within the Mandate Area there exists an enemy 
Task Force of superior strength to any one of ours. 

It is not believed that Jaluit is capable of handling such 
a force, but Truk may be. Truk is about 2600 miles from Samoa. 
Such a force operating from Truk would of necessity require fuel 
at sea, but we have evidence of the enemy being efficient in 
such operations. 

Conclusion: We must consider that the formation of a Task 

Force superior in strength to our normal Task F orce organization, 
with Instructions to Intercept and destroy our Samoan Detachment 
is a probability which can not be overlooked. 

Summarizing the conclusions reached above ? 

An attack upon our Samoan Detachment by - 

(a) Long range seaplanes is improbablej 

(b) Long range landbased bombers is Improbable so long as 
Canton remains In our hands, and Suva In the hands of 
our Allies. 

(c) A concentration of submarines in the vicinity of Pago 
Pago is probable. 

(d) An enemy Task Force of carriers and surface ships of 
a strength superior to one of our normal Task Force 
organizations Is probable. 

To counter these enemy measures - 

(a) We must provide adequate anti-submarine defense in the 
Immediate vicinity of Pago Pago during the approach, 
unloading and departure of the ships of Task Force 17. 

(b) Increase the protection of Task Force 17 by an addi¬ 
tional Task Force, support Task F orce 17 by an addi¬ 
tional Task Force within striking distance; or attempt 
by attacking enemy positions in the Gilberts by our 
aocond Task Force to divert enemy efforts away from the 
Samoan Expedition. 


Anti-submarine defense . 

The anti-submarine defense of Task Force 17 consists of 4 
destroyers and air patrols from a carrier and 2 cruisers. In 
the open sea this anti-submarine defense during daylight is 
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probably adequate but In port, or while entering or sortieing 
such defense appears inadequate. It is also Inadequate at 
night to prevent enemy submarines entering the bay and passing 
under the anti-torpedo net. 

This force will be In port from 6-8 days and four 
destroyers is inadequate to maintain the required night patrol 
for such a long period. 

Conclusions ? Task ^‘orce 17 should be augmented by 4 
destroyers. She destroyers of Task Force 8 should not be 
depleted in order to furnish these sliips, unless four destroyers 
can be made available from no other source. 


Anti-carrier-cruiser defense . 

Task Force 17 will consist of - LOUISVILLE, ST LOUIS, 
YORKTOWN and 4 destroyers and on the last day at sea and while 
in port, of 4 additional destroyers from Pearl. 

Task Force 8 will consist of - NORTHAMPTON, SALT LAKE CITY, 
CHESTER, ENTERPRISE and 9 destroyers (or 5 destroyers in case 
4 must be sent from this force to Task Force 17). 

It is possible but not probable that any enemy cruiser- 
carrier task force will be much if any, superior to this com¬ 
bined force. 

These two forces can effect a junction the day before 
Task Force 17 arrive at Pago Pago If desirable; or, 

Task Force 8 coiild attack Mill and Makin as a diversion 
at any time from 2 days before to several days after the arrival 
of Task Force 17; or. 

Task Force 8 could operate within supporting distance and 
in advance of Task ^’orce 17 during Its approach, and to the 
westward of Pago Pago during the unloading. 

Consideration of a diversion attack on Mill and Makin . 

The conclusion has been reached that the 3amoan Detachment 
is not threatened seriously by long range seaplane bombers or 
by landbased bombers so long as Canton is in our hands, but 
that it 1 s threatened by submarines and a carrier-cruiser task 
force. 

A diversion attack as such, could be of assistance to the 
Samoan Expedition only In case it caused enemy submarines or 
the enemy carrier-cruiser task force to be diverted from Samoa. 
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Such a diversion attack certainly would divert no enemy 
submarine from Samoa. 

That it would divert an enemy carrier-cruiser task group 
is very doubtful. In the first place it is doubtful if such 
enemy task force would be sufficiently close to consider that 
there was a possibility of overtaking our task force; and in 
the second place if the enemy ha 3 information of the Samoan 
Expedition which we should assume that he has, he would at once 
place the attack on Mill and Makin in the cla ss of a diversion. 

Should such an attack result in any lo3s and fail as a 
diversion it would have been a costly experiment. 

Even if such attack were made early and no loss sustained 
the situation in relation to the Samoan Detachment would remain 
unchanged. If this attack were made about the time of or after 
the arrival of Task Force 17, the distance separating our two 
task forces would be so great that for several days they could 
afford each other no mutual support. 

This course of action offers no advantages except the 
possibility of damage to Mill and Makin at the possible sacri¬ 
fice of Samoa. After the Samoan Expedition is landed and the 
ships are clear,,attack and reconnaissance by Task E orco q 
and Task “orce/less auxiliaries will be practicable should the 
situation then warrant. 

Consideration of joining our two task forces the day before 

arrival at Samoa. 


The two task forces so Joined probably will be equal or 
superior to any enemy carrier-cruiser attack group, but I'jf'not, 
it will have to fight it out. There are several advantages in 
having these two task forces concentrated. 

(1) reduces air activity for anti-submarine patrol and 
for fighting plane patrol; 

(2) concentrates a large number of destroyers for anti¬ 
submarine defense; 

(3) has all ships within tactical control In case an 
enemy force is located and an action or chase ensues. 

(4) permits more effective cooperation of air attack 
activities. 

There are, however, several disadvantages:- 

(1) a chance sighting of this force unknown to it, by a 
submarine or plane, might permit the enemy to launch 
a daylight attack finding both carriers together and 
subject to the same attack. 

- 6 - 


148 





(2) limits the area that can be searched to the radius from 
one position although it increases the arc which can be 
searched. 

(3) decreases flexibility for maneuvering. 

Conclusion on this course of action is reserved. 

Consideration of operating our two task forces within tactical 

air support but not in the same formation . 

If Task Force 8 operates 200-300 miles in advance of Task Force 
17 during day before arrival, and to westward of Samoa during the 
period of unloading the area covered by planes of the two carriers 
will be much greater than if they operate together and consequently 
give a greater chance of locating the enemy. It is recognised that 
this requires more flying with consequent wear and tear but due to 
importance of this expedition getting ashore this disadvantage should 
be accepted. 

There is the further disadvantage that if either of our Task 
Forces is encountered alone, it may be weaker than the enemy Task 
Force; and under certain conditions might not be able to assist by 
air support in time. And further, the operation of two carriers 
in the immediate vicinity of Pago Pago increases the chance of 
loss of one by submarine attack. 

Conclusions > The advantages and disadvantage of operating 
our Task Forces together or separated by 200-300 miles are Just 
about the same, but I should be Inclined to favor operating them 
separately but within tactical air support. 

Additional measures . 

Canton Island 690 miles north of Tutuila has at present a 
land air field 6000 feet long and suitable for B-17 operation. 

It can also accommodate VP planes. 

During the Samoan relief expedition a force of 6 VP’s and 6 
B-17's operating from Canton Island might be of great value as a 
scouting and attack group. 

If Canton is still In our hands on 19 January a force of 6 
VP's and 6 B-17's should arrive at Canton Island that day. 








OPERATIONS AFTER REENFORCEMENT OF SAMOA IS COMPLETED 


Task Force 8 and 17 should fuel from tankers Just previous to 
arrival of Ta3)- Force 17 in Samoan area (within 500 miles of desti¬ 
nation), and again during latter stages of unloading period. They 
should be prepared for additional operations. 

A question immediately arises in regard to the procedure in 
reference to the transports and auxiliaries. These ships will be 
light on their return trip and can make good speed. It is probable 
that there will be many evacuees from Samoa on at least one of the 

Matson line vessels. 

Were it not for these evacuees it would probably be desirable 
to permit each transport and auxiliary to proceed independently, 
but to permit a vessel loaded with women and children to proceed 
without escort is a different matter. If as has been recommended, 

4 destroyers are sent from the Hawaiian area in addition to Task 
Force 8 and 17 - it appears desirable for at least 2 of these to 
return to the West Coast with the ship carryingthe evacuees, and 
If this is done it appears desirable for the three Matson line ships 
to proceed in company. The distance to San Diego is 4200 miles and 
destroyers can not make this distance at high speed without refuel¬ 
ing. This situation may be met by 2 destroyers leaving Samoa a day 
or two before the convoy making contact with the late tanker from 
the coast, refueling and relieving the 2 destroyers then with the 
convoy, the latter 2 proceeding to Pearl, refueling from the tanker 
if necessary. 

The AK and AO should proceed independently. 

RECONNAISSANCE . 

Our information in relation to the islands of the Union, Ellice, 
Gilbert and Marshall groups Is not adequate. The Phoenix Islands 
have been reconnoitered and the decision reached that Canton is the 
most suitable sight for an air base. 

The Army has constructed a base at Canton suitable so far as 
landing operations are concerned, for the largest landplanes and 
seaplanes. It is poorly defended and there is no channel for 
ships hence all gear must be landed by barges • There Is no natural 
water supply. Distillers are necessary. At present the garrison 
Is 78 men of an engineer company. Certain minor reenforcement is 
underway. There are at present no planes at Canton, and no radar 
or RDF, This island is an important link In the line of air communi¬ 
cations with Suva and the Far East. 

The recent flight of a B-17 from Midway to Wake and back for 
' purposes of reconnaissance indicates that Canton had a radar for 
homing planes, it might be possible for a B-l? to reconnoiter t 


8 - 







Makin and Mill from Canton. The appearance of a B-17 ever either 
of these places would cause the enemy to make additional efforts 
against Canton. This possibility in the present undefended state 
of Canton should be recognized as a disadvantage to the conduct of 
reconnaissance from that island at present. 


UNION GROUP 


So far as our information indicates there are no Islands of 
this group suitable for extensive use^ae air bases. It is noted, 
however, that any of them might be used as emergency seaplane 
landing areas. There may be enemy observers and radio stations on 
these islands but so far there is believed to be no other activity. 
It is questionable that reconnaissance of these islands would pro¬ 
duce any Information of value but if VP planes are sent to Canton 
during this operation they might be directed to refconnoiter these 
islands before returning to Pearl. 


ELLICE ISLANDS . 

v»<J a/ k/VrV FAT/UJ. 

Our own VP planes last year landed at Funafuti. The VP tender 
entered the lagoon and anchored there. This island has possibilities 
for development as a seaplane base and probably will be occupied and 
£!fr d £ 7 th ® ene ®y future. At present, although enemy planes 

5 e u n ^®P ortcd f ly*ng over the islands, it is assumed to be in 
Allied hands as no report of hostile activity has bem received. If 
no report of enemy activity in this area is received before Jan. 27 
i^fo^tion roconnaiaaa ” c * would add little to our present* 

stitX 1 actlvlt J ia reported it will con- 

threat t0 Samoa and Pl Ji Islands and should be 
made an attack objective of Task Force 8 or 17. 


GILBERT ISLANDS 

enemy activity In the Ollberte to date, has been 

ba« and a ■> 0 °Sy patl ;V f “ akln as a operating 

and * demolition landing at Tarawa. Enemy planes have been 

sighted over Ocean Island*oufe 400 miles to the westward. 

to hj^tJfSSSS poaalbllftlea Mv«S? 
mo3t*de8 treble lta ^ aa «» 

recon^oite?«d r «nrt e f lrable that ® aoh of islands should be 

air basf flcilitior^r 6 ?? 3 ^? p1 ^ plana ®> or f uel tanks or other 
in the’ b J attackoda The 7 constitute a definite step 

ae much arpoas?ble Wa “ * nd SUVa and ” Mst be Interfered ,1th 
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It must be recognized that the Gilbert Islands are British 
possessions and that indiscriminate bombing can not be done. Planes 
and ships of belligerent character, however, are legitimate objects 
of attack even though such an attack would damage allied areas. 

Tarawa and Makin should be reconnoitered and any enemy planes, 
ships, or aviation facilities destroyed. 

MARSHALL ISLANDS 

t 

There can be no question that the enemy has strong air bases 
in the Marshall Islands. It is improbable that there are landplane 
bases south of Jaluit, It is probable that there is a comparative¬ 
ly strong seaplane base at Mill though its development appears to have 
started only recently. An attack on Mili probably could be countered 
only by seaplanes and by landplanes from Jaluit which would have 
to fly at least 400 miles in order to attack the carrier (assuming 
that they did not take off previous to our planes arriving in the 
vicinity of Mili). 

It Is most desirable that the Pacific Fleet take some offen¬ 
sive action but an attack by ship based aircraft against shore- 
based aircraft bases except when the element of surprise is present, 
partakes of the nature of an attack on shore fortifications with 
long range guns and may result in serious losses. 

The Commander-in-Chief has suggested such an attack as hav¬ 
ing a possible bearing on the Samoan reenforcement expedition, 
ouch an attack previous to the Samoan expedition’s completion of 
landing operations appears to me to bo unsound as concluded above. 

This attack if made should be made upon the return trip of Task 
Forces from Samoa to Pearl. It should be made if at all, only 
with a complete understanding of the risk Involved in attacking 
with a carrier within 500 miles of a possible land-based bomber 
group at Jaluit. 


Qeneral Discussion of Attack Procedure . 

Should It be decided to attack Mill, and Makin and Tarawa, 
the most advantageous procedure would be to attack Mill with one 
carrier group and Makin and Tarawa with the other carrier frroup 
the attacks to be conducted simultaneously and Mill being attacked 
tiorf 16 0arrler havin S the strongest cruiser and destroyer protec- 


Attack points on a bearing from Mill and Makin of 120° will 
place the carrier groups about 190 miles apart at the time of 
launching. xhe carrier to attack Makin would be approximately 
equally distant from Tarawa. A retirement of the northern carrier 
on course 110 would give the greatest distance from Jaluit and 
almost the maximum from Mili. 
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If planes were launched in time to attack about 15 minutes 
before sunrise launching would be completed about 1 hour 45 minutes 
before sunrise - at this period the moon will rise about 
and there will be no moonlight during the operation. The carriers 
should be consulted as to the feasibility of this plan.. 

If this plan be practicable the carrier would run in about 
10 hours at 25 knots before launching - she would be about 450 
miles from Mill and 575 miles from Jaluit at sunset the night 
before. Should the carrier unbeknownst to her be discovered 
during daylight the day before the attack her position would be 
serious. Special observation for planes and small boats should 
be made during such period. 

After the attacks the Task Groups should retire within 
supporting distance of each other until clear of shore-based 
aircraft, and then proceed toward Pearl. 

* y * t't &-U. Q-fUssr* f/f*/ , . ^ , r 
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RUNNING SUMMARY OF SITUATION (Cont'd) 

January 9 

Task Forces as before. 

Australian Naval Board reported estimate that enemy was 
concentrating in Carolines and Marshalls and would move against 
Fiji. Asked as to what we are doing (See ACNB 091206). It was 
thought, for security purposes that full information of the Samoan 
operation should not be sent at this time (CinCPac 100605 was the 
reply). 





January 10 

Task 


Forces as before. 


Opnav informed of list of 21 tankers which were being chartered 
for the Pacific Fleet. Two of these are for gasoline; one more will 
be required. 

In response to an order from Cominch, the TROUT is being 
prepared to carry 3" AA ammunition to Corregidor, departing 12th. 

Cominch provided for systematizing the dissemination of 
enemy Information, CinCPac is directing Com-14 to collect and dis¬ 
seminate to all concerned, including task forces and Australian 
Naval Board. 

Opnav reopened question of balloon barrage for Pearl Harbor. 

Cominch directed that Samoan mine-laying facilities be used for 
laying 300 mines at Suva arriving about January 29th. 

A complete report of aerial reconnaissance of Truk was received 
from Australia. Twenty-four ships, mostly DD's and no capital ships 
were reported. 

January 11 

Task Force Eight departed for planned operations. 

NEW MEXICO and MISSISSIPPI departed from Canal Zone for West 

Coast. 

Cominch reported New Zealand authorities willing to have de¬ 
fenses installed in British Samoa in connection defense Tutuila. As 
only air field site would take months to prepare, it is not the pre¬ 
sent intention to install any defenses on these islands. 

Naval Station, Samoa was shelled by a submarine at about 0230 
Samoan time. 
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RUNNING SUMMARY OF SITUATION (Cont'd) 

January II (Cont'd) 

Nuku Nono in Union Group reported sighting a single en¬ 
gine plane at 0130 (GCT) the 10th. Afterwards it was reported 
as seaplane. 

Enemy planes reported reconnoitering Bismarch Archipelago 
and Solomon Islands. 

January 12 

Task Forces proceeding as before, but SARATOGA received a 
torpedo hit at 1915 last night - about 350 miles southwest of Oahu. 

Australian - Suva convoy left San Francisco, convoyed by 
PHOENIX. J 


RAMAPO left San Francisco for Borabora to act as fueling 

depot. 


Naval Attache Melbourne reports concentration of transports 
in eastern Marshall Islands. Our submarines were ordered to report 
on their observations. 

January 13 


Task Force Fourteen entered Pearl and SARATOGA was prepared 
to dock in the new drydock. 

It was decided to send 6 VP and 6 B-17 to operate between 
Canton and Suva to cover the Samoan operations. See Op. Plan 6-42. 

SUMNER departed for Borabora to survey and mark the harbor. 

Submarines reported on Marshalls - considerable activity at 
Kwajalein and Wotje but not anywhere else observed including 
Jaluit, Eniwetolc and Maloelap were not examined. 

January 14 

Task forces proceeding as before except Task Force Eleven was 
ordered back to fuel. 

Two DD were sent to support Canton during VP-B-17 operations. 

Australia reports: large movement in Marshalls, probably in¬ 
cluding 2 CV; runway at Rabaul demolished on 11th; enemy observation 
of Gilbert and Ellice Islands continue; and strange plane was seen in 
New Hebrides. 
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RUNNING SUMMARY OF SITUATION (Cont'd) 

January 15 

SARATOGA entered drydoclc. 

Main task forces as before. 

POLLACK returning from YOKOHAMA patrol reports sinking 
three merchantmen. 

A summary of the demands on Pacific Fleet for escorting 
was sent to Conlnch with request for more destroyers. 

January 16 

Task Force Eleven entered Pearl. Decision was made to 
reenforce it with units from Task Force Fourteen and send it 
on 19 January to a supporting position off Christmas Island. 

PROCYON departed San Francisco with further supplies for 
Samoa, and HAMMONDSPORT (AKV) departed for Australia. 

Brigadier General Larsen, U.S.M.C., Commanding the troops 
for Samoa, was appointed Military Governor of American Samoa by 
the President. Present Governor, Captain Wild, to continue to 
execute•duties as subordinate of Brigadier General Larsen. 

Admiral Hart assumed command of the Allied Naval Forces in 
ABDA Area (see 052154 preceding). Address "ABD Afloat Batavia". 
Admiral Hart's position is subordinate to General Wavell the 
Supreme Commander in the ABDA area. 

ComPacSoNavCoastFront is having considerable difficulty in 
supplying escorts for coastal convoys. The results on the distri¬ 
bution of petroleum products are particularly serious. Desdiv 50 
is being relieved by other sound-equipped craft and will perform 
escort duty for the Coast Frontiers. 

January 17 

All active operations are, as before, in connection with 
the Samoan reenforcement. The B-17's, less one damaged at Palmyra, 
arrived at Canton to join the VP's which arrived the day before. 
They reported sighting 3 submarines within 100 miles of Canton. 

The SARATOGA damage develops as being rather severe, and 
she will be given final repairs and probably some alteration on 
the West Coast. 

There are 7 cruisers and 15 destroyers now assigned to 
escort duty. 
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RUNNING SUMMARY OF SITUATION (Cont’d) 

January 17 (Cont'd) 

Due to the manner in which supplies to Oahu have been 
handled to date, CinCPac recommended better coordination (180401 
to Opnav, following)• 

Efforts are continuing to solve the questions of supplies, 
transportation and escort of supplies, and defenses of the out¬ 
lying islands. Pressure is being placed on Com-14 to better 
coordinate these matters and to line up the Army authorities in 
connection with Canton and Christmas which are being developed 
by them. The Army authorities are using Inter-Island ships 
chartered by them"in this supply and are showing their inexperi¬ 
ence in these matters. 

Australia and New Zealand Boards were informed of the 
operations in connection with the Samoan reenforcement Tput 
the reenforcement itself was not mentioned. ( f“| 0 2 1 ) 7 .) 

January 18 

No important developments this date. 

Patrol plane sighted a submarine south of Canton. 

Received more information from Cominch concerning Borabora 
(Cominch 182110). A reenforcement to Noumea is included. 

Radio Intelligence for several days hks indicated a concen¬ 
tration in the Truk area. 

January 19 

Task Force Eleven, reenforced, departed for Christmas area. 

Cominch in 191815 (following) gave further information on 
plans for the South Pacific, and suggested air base at Funafuti 
and permanent force in Samoa - Fiji area. 

Heavy raid including carrier aircraft was received by 
Rabaul (2 CV indicated.) 

January 20 

Relief for two destroyers at Canton departed escorting Army 
supply ship. 

Found that Army had misinformed concerning gasoline at Can¬ 
ton, and that supply was very low. Decided to continue operations 
of aircraft a few" days - then review situation. 
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RUNNING SUMMARY OF SITUATION (Cont'd) 
January 20 (Cont’d) 


Consideration was being given to the operations of the 
escort required from Borabora to Australia the middle of February. 

Cominch in 202150 (following) directed a speed-up in the 
offensive operations of Task Forces Eight and Seventeen and 
suggested a raid on Wake in addition. 

In 210509 (following) CinCPac pointed out pertinent lo¬ 
gistic information to Cominch and asked for certain other similar 
information concerning Australia and South Pacific. 

DOLPHIN reported after an inspection of Jaluit, a sus¬ 
picious lack of activity. Three large auxiliaries, possibly 
total of six, were sighted on two different days. 

GUDGEON reported no naval activity of Bungo Channel: 
sank one freighter. 

Task Force Seventeen was supposed to reach Samoa today. / 

No report was received except an arrival report for two aircraft 
which indicated that the convoy might have been delayed one day. 


January 21 . 

Consideration and discussion continued concerning the 
operations proposed by Cominch. There was general concurrence 
that speeding up the attacks on the Gilbert-Marshall area was 
desirable. Some doubt was expressed as to the advisability of 
making Wake an additional objective for another task force. 

This would create a period thereafter when all three of the 
task forces would be unavailable for distant operations. The 
morale factor as to Wake and the indicated desires of Cominch 
led to the decision to divert Task ^'orce E3e ven to make the 
suggested attack on Wake. The NECHES will be sent to join it 
about 600 miles west of Johnston and two of its extra destroyers 
will be returned to Pearl for escort duty. Cincpac 212217 

Task ^orce Eight and Seventeen were ordered to leave 
Samoa as soon as all troops are disembarked, and to carry out 
the planned attacks. One cruiser and three destroyers will be 
left at Pago Pago, and these will later be used as part of the 
escort of the convoy from Borabora to Australia. Cincpac 220055 . 

The IDAHO and two DD from the Atlantic departed Balboa 
for San Francisco. 
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RUNNING SUMMARY OF SITUATION (Cont'd) 

January 21 (Cont'd) 

It was decided to employ the MISSISSIPPI and NEW MEXICO 
(due at San Francisco tomorrow) immediately as escorts of Hawaii- 
bound convoys thus releasing cruisers for the southwestern convoys. 

Heavy air attacks in the vicinity of Rabaul continued; 
a group of nine ships were sighted approaching that port; and 
Japanese landings took place at filussau Island and Rapsu, New 
Ireland. At least two carriers were indicated in that area. 

Enemy submarines have apparently been clear of the 
Hawaiian area for three days, and from the Eastern Pacific for 
much longer. 

Received directive from Cominch regarding exchange of 
information with the British (Cominch 201730). 

January 22 

Operations going forward as previously decided. No direct 
report was received as to unloading at Samoa, but it was apparently 
progressing. 

Our submarine patrols are being extended by sending one to 
Truk and one to Saipan, reducing accordingly the number In the 
Marshalls. 

Lt-Comdr. Beasley, Intelligence Officer of the New Zealand 
Naval Board arrived for conference. An appreciation as to the 
general situation, and of the situation at Suva, were delivered 
by him and are attached herein. 

The Warspite left Puget Sound for Sydney. 

A report was received giving clear indication that Rabaul 
had been captured. 

There are further indications that there are two enemy 
carriers operating off New Ireland and the Solomons. 

NZIIB reports that the enemy reconnoiters, with large sea¬ 
planes based on Iiakin, daily in the Gilberts and about every third 
day in the Ellice Islands. 


159 









r\ 


b 





:„ a j.—i 


Wi.)H - Nttii )F 


tlfCU. 

Ajl - 8 th J. 


C*>*) ^ a ‘ **"' ^ 


im&iXi. 555 -- 




-X. 


Il 


Fiji provide© the best equipped and protootod deep water 
harbour together with air facilities on the rjute between the U*3* - 
Honolulu and Panama on the one hand, and New ©aland - Auotrails and 
the Malay Barrier on the other. There are other pot aible harbours 
each a© Pago Pago, Apia, Noumea, but for strategical and geographical 
and physical reasons they compare unfavourably with Fiji* 


2*- Occupation of FIJI vnuld be of great Importance to the 
ensmy for the following reasons i- 


(a) Deprives British, Jutch, U*S. shipping of a very 
impo tant intermediate fuelling bass* 

(b) Cuts tho aircraft reinforcing route betwoen U*8* and 
Malay Barrier. 

(o) Greatly simplifies enemy action a ninst Allied 
pacific trade* 




A most valuable advanced base for a future att-ck 
on New ealand or possibly Australia* 


(e) The loss of Fiji would greatly reduce the throat 

of Allied action against Japanese baeeo in the Marshalls* 

atm >bj ct 

3.- our object is therefore to keep Fiji for our own use. 

qshi^l umYiox^.0 mxiKiLXTuam 

4*- The available Allied Naval forces in the area are heavily 
committed in the protection of trade and the escorting of essential 
troop movements. This involves considerable dispersal of force* A 
striking force of one 8-inch cruiser and two modern 6-inch cruieei'S 
le available under F.O.C.A.S. in the Taenan-FiJi-vort Moresby Area* 
small air reconnaissance and striking forces are available at Fiji 
and Rabaul. The aerodrome at Fiji will not be fit for U*3* Flying 
Fortresses until mid-January, after which U.3. air reinforcements can 
be expected, but nothing ie yet kaewa ue to where they will be 
destined* The Japanese are therefore able at present to concentrate 
v overwhelming air and naval superiority on Fiji, unless this movement 
okn be interferred with by combined British and U*8* Naval Forces 
und carrier-borne aircraft* 


m • ..-‘.IQ im 

5.- Tho distance from Fiji to Jaluit, the nearest Japanese 
IV so, is 1520 miles. The Japanese have ulready occupied Kokin Island, 
1300 miles from Fiji and are probubly developing It as an advanced 
aeuplpn* hneo. The U.Q. t-’leet Base at Honolulu is 2730 miles from 
^Ntji and about aUsa fr>m tho nearest point on the line Jaluit-fijl 

Fiji is .b mt 700 nilcp from Pajro Pago, lend, 750 from 

guinea and 1ii40 from Brisbane. 'The cUotanoe from Jaluit to Raima**, 
tho noureot Australian air base, is 1160 miles* 

Intelligence regard ins the 

6*- The whereabouts of the Japanese Combined Fleet is obscure, 
hut a mu ber of heavy unite is un jubtcdly In the KanxUited \rca* 

Japanese Naval Forces in the Mandated Islands are thought to consist 
oft- 

\ <T) 4 Aircraft carriers vylth 192 aircraft ar 

( unaneciried number of servolane c 

10 riouvy cruisers of vr'iich one 8" cruiser 
on 10/1. 


— 2 —*.. 
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4 Light cruiooi'B 

14 Destroyers at Truk on 10/1 

9 Submarines 

2 seaplane carriers at Truk on 10/1 

On 9/1 W/T and H/F placed more than 20 Naval Unite in the 
Morehalie and the 4th Fleet in the Mandates. 


Jopaneao Bangs in m 

7.- Jalult 


A portion or the Isrth Ohlns Fleet was here on 13/12. 
in known to be a submarine base and hae recently been hoard 
operating eubivuines. 


It 




Aircraft at Jaluit arc probably - 



12 fighters 
8 fighter—bombers. 


Vo tie 


The main air base in the Marshall,s probably mostly 
flying-boats. Other aircraft ore - 

The Tnl util— and Chitoce Flying-boat squadrons ore 
thought to be at Wotjc, and four-eugined flying-boats have been 
reported almost daily over the? Gilberts, ireouroably rora wotje. 


6 fighters 

8 fighter—bombers 




Makln Island. Gilberts 


Four warships and poetibly a seaplane carrier were reported 
at various times. There wore indications that a seaplane base was 
being developed, but only two flying boats,probable Type 97# were 

present at Hakln on 14/1* „ ^ . 

At leas* a further 66 aircraft are estimated in the Mandated 

Islands bases. 


8 4 engined flying-boats ) 

8 or 9 Heavy Bombers ) 


were sighted at Truk on 
lo/l , also some fighters. 


O 


Intern,:eoc. WKardlng Own ■osne. 

8.- (a) Naval 




1 raineaweei>er baaed on Suva 
"LKAIfBER" - 6** cruiser at Juva on 14/1 
*V<moaAr' - A.M.C, due :hivu 16/1. 



"AUSTRALIA” - 8" cruiser 

rt ACIULL 7 ’ 3 M ) _ 

"prutr" 5 


cruisers 


- Under 7. 3 .C.A. 8 . at uuva 
14/1 


w oa*wtoa" - 8- ■ JL 

"HOBART" - 6" cruiser 


t re Mill ISA* 


"ADELAIDE’* - old 6" 

cruiser. 


- Escorting Convoy Wellington 
to .‘.'ydnoy due 16/1. 


/ 


Two 8” U. :. cruisers and two 6” U.3. Cruisers with 
deatroyern and submarines are in the Fort .-oresby - 
hourabaya Area together with Dutch Forces. 

These are, however, heavily committed and ero unlikely 
to be available in the Fiji Area at present. 

The U. .8" Cruioer "T'enscola" on passage Sydney-Honolulu, 
chic 20/1 
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Task Force 3 Is understood to bo operatira 
from Honolulu and consists ofi- 

3 aircraft carriers 
6 or 9 8 ” cruisers 



Apart from destroyers and submarines the remaining 
eXTectivo heavy unite of the U.s. Pacific f^leet have 
been withdrawn to the U.S. 




African Human 



The aircraft carrier "York.town" with cruisers 
'Louisville ", "ttt. Louis" and 4 destroyers Is' 
escorting a convoy to Pago Pago due 2i/1 or 22/1. 

(b) 




■ o 



"Hudsons* 
Singapore 
"Vino tn ts" 
"D.H. 86 " 
"D.H. 89" 


• • • • • • 

Flying-boats ... 

• • • • • . 

• • • • • • 

••• •. • 



H.A.A.F. Hudsons ... ? 

one U.S. oonvoy is due Fiji 30/1 with 25 
fighter aircriift and a quantity ox’’ A.A. and anti¬ 
tank runs and other equipment* 


There are two Brigade Groups at Fiji 
consisting of 7695 all ranks. This includes a snail 
numb or of A. A. guns for the defence of Nandi Aerodrome. 

Fixed gun defences of Fiji consist of two 
t> guns and two h.7" guns at uvu and 2 6 " ^uns at Mod. 


m W JAPAlf' i-L^ 




9»- As regards Fiji the Japanese have two main courses of 
action - 

(a) To deny its use to us. 

(b) To take it for themselves. 

As rei^ards (a) this could be carried out by the 
following means 



(i) Intensive mining. 

(11) Submarine attack. 

(Hi) Possession of nearby buses for surface wasships and 
aircraft which would moke Fiji untenable for our 
shipping and aircraft. 


As regards (b) this would involve a major naval and 
sir and military operation. 
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10*- In view o' the grout value wiiioh possession of Fiji 
would moon to the Janane^c, and onnidering the audacity of* 
Juoanose strategy bo far, it seems wise to ussumo that they will 
go all out to seize tho island. It is also pointed out that our 
counter measures to guard against (b) would ulco automatically 
guard against (a). It is therefore* assumed tliat the Japanese will 
probably try to lake Fiji for thomnelvea* 


graatefle ^xnotUUrn >0- eize Fiji 

11 *- The scale of attack may be os much as one division 
f supported by four aircraft carriers and other heavy naval unitB. 

In the absence of advanced fuelling bases in the Ellice Islands 
^ a Japanese convoy would have to cover 1500 miles from Jalult 

before arrival at tho scene of operations* Destroyers and other ^ 
•Basil craft would he seriously . out > _uol and would need to | & 
refuel. Tone, >artc Might need shelter* It therefore scons clear 

_ ( that the Japanese would need a nearby advanced base for 

' refuelling and other re ulremente. 

{& ! /L 

12 .- TIic first necessity is therefore to obtain an advanced 
base, either - 



O 


(a) in the neighbouring island of Varaua Levu, or 

(b) one of the Bllloe Island group or neighbouring 
gr >ups. 


As regards (a) Varxuu Levu is in easy bombing distance of 
Vitl Levu and the first move nuot therefore be to destroy the 
aerodrome at Nandi. tUnoe there is only one major aerodrome there 
(Nandi) and in view of the heavy air attack whiuh could be nude from 
four airoraft carriers, it le not thought that this would present 
much difficulty unless powerful A*A* defence and adequate fighter 
strength can be provided at Nandi# 

As regards (b) the following islands are possible»- 


Nukufetau 

Funafuti 

Wallis Island 


Ellice Islands 
Ellice Islands 


C* anchorage 
D* anchorage 
C. anchorage. 


/ ._ 

All these islands would, however, involve oea distances 
of 200 to 500 miles botween them and the main objective at Fiji. 
iMnafutl is slat hundred miles from Fiji. In spite of the fact 
that it is only classed as a D. anchorage it is capable of easy 
improvement, and is a ood flying boat bane, for which purpose it 
was aucoesefully used by the U.8. authorities for their survey 
recently. Funafuti is therefore considered moot likely as regards 
(b) above# 

13*- Japanese alternatives may therefore be su narined as 
follows*- 




ei tlier 






r 


(«) irtake straight for Fiji from the Marshalls. Knock 
out Nandi aerodromes and establish an advnnced base 
from wtiich to attack VI ti Levu, 


or 


(b) establish an advanced buss or bases somewhere in 
the Island between the Gilberts and Fiji possibly 
at Funafuti, 


or 


(c) carry out (a) and (b) simultaneously* 


-5*“( 


163 














rs 


-5- 


14*- (a) would huve the advantage of Gurpriee, but maid 

present considerable risk to cournunications threatened by the U. 3* 
Pacific Fleet and British cruiser squadron Faroe* 

(b) would be safer, but would give the game away and 
would involve some delay which might give ue time to organise 
a c ounter-Gtroka* 


(o) obtains surprise at the main objective of Fiji and 
alBo fuelling and aircraft reconnaissance bases in the direction 
of Honolulu* 


(a /v v (o) ie therefore considered most probable Japanese course 

^ of action* 


L^' 15.- 


(a) Tho Japanese first necessity is to destroy the 
aerodrome and aircraft* 



A second ry objective w >uld almost certainly bo to 
deny the use of the harbour and fuelling facilities 
at 3uva and Komi to us* This could most easily 
bs aciiieved by early mining attaok by air or 
surface craft or submarine, probably sinultanoously 
with the first air attack on the aerodrome* 


, (°) 

dcz*.set r \yi __ii.. i _ m . . Hi. 

J A < W immediately prior to the main attaok seems a 

ftt jc llkely c )UP89 of acU on. 


Another consideration is the necessity for advanced 
bases* It is idle to speculate what they might 
do, but the seizure of Funafuti and Vanua Leva 




16 . 


(a) to attack the Japanese concentration before 

it leaves the Marshall©** , ( . 

(b) To intercept the expedition an route* 


(c) To concentrate on defensive measures at Fiji* 


(d) to carry out s combination of the above* 



17*- As regards (a) the depleted state of the B.S* Pacific 
Fleet, and the meagreness of our own Naval Forces together with 
the known danger of placing surf oe ships within range of shore 
based aircraft, combine to task© this a most hazardous enterprise* 
Worcover it will be most difficult without foregoing the 
possibility of surprise to ascertain whether the expedition is 
there to to attacked* 


As regards (b), the Japanese expedition nay be expeoted 
t^ have heavy naVil support and considerable carrier-borne aircraft* 
JK will b® most difficult to obtain news of the departure of 
the expedition and the timeing of an interception will b« very 
nroblenatical, esoeeially for forces based on Holelulu* This course, 
therefore* depends on obtaining intelligence of the expedition’s 
departure* tiucceseful interception would, however, at least greatly 
disorganise the intended attack on Fiji* 

As rerpirde (c), it is felt that ; ,he arrival of the 
expedition at Fiji will be it most vulnerable movement for the 
following reasonss- 

(i) Its exact position will be known* 

(ii) The transports will be tied down tcn^porarily* 
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(111) Tfoe expedition will be ot lta maximum 
distance from It® base. 

(lv) We would have the support or our own shore 
based airor .ft. 

(▼) our base® will be close at hand* 







IS.- fr-gl) 


. . A® regards (d), it 1® felt that a combination of (b) and 

(c) orosent the best possibility of Inflicting damage on the enemy. 
However, for (b) the co-operation of the U.o. Pacific Fleet and 
particularly the U.o. aircraft carriers is eo ential* To attack 
ouch an expedition escorted by a powerful carrier force whilst 
our own H val Forces are unsupported by aircraft 1© to court disaster 
unless the position of the expedition is so accurately known that 
It can be attacked by night with adequate time for withdraw*, 
before daylight* Under the olrcixmj lances suoh an attack would be 
Iiighly problematical and hazardous. submarine attack on such a 
concentration of shipping which would probably be short of a/s 
craft, duo to the distance it has got to come, presents a 
poaclbility oi inflicting OGOualties which should be given weight* 

Air attack could be expected to produce good resulted 

smjoiaptxm c.umus op action 

To concentrate on defensive measures at FIJI and 
particularly on fighter and A.A. defences. 

To endeavour to obtain U.:i. co-operation, specially 
the U.O. aircraft carriers in order to attack the 
expedition, either - /j 

(s) en route If its position is accurately ^\3 V 
known, and the U*0* aircraft carriers 
can get within striking distance, or 

(b) on arrival at Fiji. 

To carry out a night attack on the expedition 
using a cruiser striking force after arrival of 
the expedition at Fiji, and in ca-operation with 
the U.S. naval forces* 

To lay minefields at strategic points under cover /J C 
of si .ore defences. v ^ 


(ii) 

i / W 

ffw 


V 




(ill) 


<*▼) 


(▼) 


To obisin if possible the use of a 
half a flotilla of O.O. mob marines 
Suva. 


flotilla or 
to be bused on 1 


US 


(vi) To obtain U. . flying boat or seaplane reinforQcraezrtw 
at uva for reconnalooance and striking force C/O 
purposes. 

(vii) To endeavour to keep open the ports of Suva and fomi 
for the use of our own units for which adequate \ 
M/8 and A/0 forceB ure necesnary, 

l£if- For the successful execution or the above courocu of 

action it is of the utmost Importance to obtain orior information 
of the impending attack or at least of the fact that the expedition 
his started* 


20. - It is thought very probable ;.hat -he 1 irst definite 
"IndlcatioA of an impending major attack on Fiji will take the form 
of a heavy bombing attack on Kandi aerodrome* Mines (air, surface 
or submarine) will probably bo laid simultaneously in the 
arrproacheo to ;uva and Moral to deny the use of these bases to our 
own force* in the absence of adequate heavy naval forces such 
as might be provided by a reconstituted r. . acific Fleet, the 
defence of Fiji hinges on the following conoi&erationG!- 
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(a) 

(b) 


<o) 


<d) 


(•) 


(t) 

O’ 

(g) 


(h) 


(1) 


o 




typtya/C&t if\ 3' 

c/S' 



(a) adequate military forces 

^ u 

adequate fighter and A.A. defences 

the deni ill of a bucc at Vanua I^ovu 

defensive minefields* y/ fs~ t 7 

provlsi m of a submarine force baaed on jtuvtu 

surt'ace and air attack after the arrival of the 
expedition* , O'* _j • 

/ 

possible interception of the expedition en route 
providing strong 0. f, naval and aircraft carrier 


support oan be obtained* 


(S' 


adequate i&/h and A/3 forces to keep uuva and Momi 
free from mines and sub urines* 

U*3* submarines or Australian and U*S* air 
reconnaissance of the Marshalls is required to 
obtain information of the movement of the expedition* 


sar-:tM, ,i TOiaLvacM. 


21*- The co-operation of the U.S. naval authorities is of 
paramount importance in any scheme for the defence of Fill* 

^^■Chter re ini orcoments must be ob "u lined and other air reinforcement 

is of vital importance, 3ubj.«arlne support would be a major 

1; etor for successful defence* Adequate minefields must be laid* 

3; very effort should be made to ascertain the time of departure 
of the expedition from the Marshalls* The mine sweeping forces 
and A/3 forces at Fiji are inadequate at present* 
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APPRECIATION OF THE PACIFIC SITUATION 

AS AT 15th JANUARY» 1942.' 


GENERAL REMARKS 



The underlying strategy of the war in the Pacific is quite 
simple, namely, to defeat the Japanese at sea. Once we can cut the 
Japanese sea communications and regain command of the Western Pacific, 
our victory is certain. 


1 


2.- Unfortunately, the Japanese have a tvtenty years start on us, 

ince the Washington Conference in 1922, when for political reasons 
the British Empire and the United States of America guaranteed not 
to develop bases in the ''status quo" area of the Pacific, Japan was 
• ->sured of command of the sea in her own waters and, generally 
bpealcing, the north-western part of the Pacific Ocean. The Japanese 
have made full use of the advantages conferred by this Treaty. The 
following successive moves have all consolidated and extended the 
area over which they have complete control}- 

^ (a) the formation of naval and air bases in 

Formosa and the Pescadores; 

(b) the seizure of Manchuria; 

(c) the Chinese "incident" and formation of 
further naval and air bases on the China, coast: 

(d) the development of bases in the mandated islands; 

(e) the seizure of French Indo China and yet 
further naval and air bases. 

They have also learnt the importance of shore—based air forces and 
have retained those which will operate over the sea under naval 
control. The first three weeks of the war have again strengthened 
and extended the area over which they have complete control. 

3. - It will be no easy task to reduce their commanding position. 
It can only be achieved by defeating them at sea, which demands strong 
ir forces as well as naval forces, and by economic pressure. 


O 


OBJECT 


4.- Our object, therefore, is to regain command of the sea in 
the Western Pacific. 

INTELLIGENCE 

5*- Since the war broke out, the situation has altered radically 
to our disadvantage, thanks mainly to the following circumstances:- 




\ 

I 


(a) the crippling of the U.S. Pacific Fleet; 

(b) the sinking of the "PRINCE OF WALES" and 
"REPULSE" and consequent delay in forming 
the British Eastern Fleet; 

(c) the realisation that the Japanese know how 
to exploit the advantages of sea power and 
of modern tactics by sea, land and air. 
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^» ,7.S. Pacific Fleet. 

6.- The Pacific Fleet has lost 2 battleships sunk, and 3 badly 
damaged and out of action for some months at least. Three 6" 
cruisers are also damaged. 

This leaves the following ships capable of conducting 
operations in the Pacific:- 

4 battleships, 

4 aircraft carriers (including U.S.S."YORKTOWN" 
which has just arrived from the Atlantic), 

O il 8" cruisers ( including 4 temporarily detached), 

4 6" cruisers (including 3 temporarily detached), 

36 destroyers, 

1? submarine s. 


In addition, we know that 3 battleships and 9 destroyers are 
joining the Pacific Fleet from the Atlantic about the end of January. 


7.- The battleships and two of the 8" cruisers have retired 
to the Western Pacific Coast of America, leaving only 3 aircraft 
carriers and seven 8" cruisers with attendant destroyers, in the 
Honolulu Area. The reason for the move of the battleships and 
cruisers is not yet known 0 


l 


8.- . In a recent telegram, Mr. Winston Churchill said that the 

naval situation in the Pacific should be restored in a month*s time. 
The meaning of this remark was not specified, but it can only refer 
to the reformation of the U.S. Pacific Fleet. 



ritish Eastern Fleet. 


9»- The premature movement to Singapore of the "PRINCE OF WALES" 
and "REPULSE", with only 4 destroyers as escort, was obviously 
dictated by political strategy and has been a disastrous failure. 

The intentions of Admiral Phillips were to collect as many cruisers 
and destroyers as he could from British, Dutch and American forces in 
the Eastern Theatre. He had reached full agreement with the 
Comrnander-in-Chief of the United States Asiatic Fleet (Admiral Hart) 
on the following dispositions. 


A cruiser striking force, consisting of the 3 American cruisers 
''wrrom the Asiatic Fleet and possibly one or two British ones, 

commanded by an American Admiral, was to be based in the Sourabaya- 
Darwin area, to deal with enemy forces detected by aircraft and 
submarines patrols to the Northward. The battle fleet, with its 
cruisers and destroyers, was to be based on Singapore and would be 
/responsible for preventing a Southward move of Japanese forces along 
the Java-Sumatra line. It was intended that 2 Dutch cruisers, 
together with one from New Zealand and one or two from the East 
Indies, should be attached to the battle fleet. In addition, 6 
Dutch destroyers and at least 4 American destroyers would join the 
4 nvaftern destroyers which came out with the "PRINCE OF WALES", and a 
ux-dozen old. class destroyers from Singapore and. Hong Kong, 

order to form a very heterogeneous screen for the battle fleet, 
n date of arrival of the 4 "R" class battleships was not known. 

10o- The present intention is to reform a strong Eastern Fleet 
■ be based on Singapore. If Singapore is not available, other 
ises have been, or are being, prepared in the Indian Ocean and in 
istralian waters. It is obviously a question of months before 
as Fleet can become effective. 
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11*- In the meantime, every effort will bo made to hold Singa- 
-,pore; and land and air reinforcements are being sent as quickly as 
possible. As the Japanese have almost complete command of the air 
now over Malaya, their arrival is problematical unless strong air 
escorts are made available. 

J apanese Methods of Warfare. 

12. - The opening Japanese moves have shown how successfully the 

Japanese have adapted themselves to the lessons of World War II. 

No doubt this is largely due to their German advisers. Examples 
of this are given in the following paragraphs. 

13. - Their use of their command of the sea has certainly been 

masterly. They have not hesitated to move large land and air 
forces over the seas which they command, in spite of probable 
opposition from our own raval and air forces. Their success shows 
that the risks they took vere really not trery great. 

14. - Their combined operations have been very well organised and 

uniformly successful. They must have suffered considerable losses, 
but in every case they have succeeded in getting large masses of 
troops and equipment ashore at the place and time they had selected. 
In Malaya this was attained lliz! infiltration tactics. Although they 
wore repulsed on certain beaches, they got ashore at others and 
immediately threw in large masses of troops where they had obtained 

a footing. 


15.- Similarly, in their operations ashore they have certainly 
adopted the very latest methods of land warfare. Their personal 
equipment is light but efficient, They have landed tanks and 
mechanised transport. They have inflatable rubber boats for 
^_prossing creeks and rivers. They are evidently past masters of 
infiltration tactics, and so £arr in Malaya we have not succeeded in 
holding them. 


11 


16.- Finally, their very successful torpedo attack with shore- 
J' 1 '-; based aircraft on our two unfortunate heavy ships shows a degree of 
J organisation which we have only achieved in our carrier-borne 
/•it 1 torpedo aircraft squadrons. We can certainly assume that their 
/ naval efficiency is as good as ours, even though perhaps we hope 
, [ it is not. 


Y 

% 


"U y 


Naval Forces Available. 


Enemy 


17. - The Japanese have at least 9 battleships available, assuming 

that 2 have been damaged by American aircraft. They also have 10 
Aircraft-carriers, 12 8 U cruisers, 23 6" cruisers and large numbers 

of small craft. 

I< o ‘ 

18. - The whereabouts of their main fleet is not known; but 

wireless traffic indicates a strong concentration, including at 
leas* 4 aircraft-carriers, in the Marshall and Carolines area. 

iruarines are operating off the Hawaiian IslurkLs and. the West Coast 
the U.S.A. The Japanese have also seized an advanced base for <. 
rthern advance at Bu taritari in the Gilbert group, but reports on 14- 
mary show that flying boats only are operating from here at present. 

A llied - Pacific A rea '•' 1 ' 

9.- The disposition of the U.S. Fleet is given in paragraphs 6 
L 7 above. A force consisting of 3 carriers and 8 8" cruisers (one 
which is on passage to the Pacific coast) known as Task Force 3 is 
>ught to be operating near Honolulu., 
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20. - The only British forces in the Pacific are those in 
Australia and New Zealand, consisting of 2 8" cruisers, 3 modern 6" 
and 1 old 6" cruisers. 

o 

Allied - Darwin-Sourabaya Area 

/ 

21. - The American Task Force 5 (consisting of 2 8" cruisers, 2 

6 cruisers and 13 destroyers) and 25 submarines, are retiring to 
this area. It is also intended to base one Australian 6" cruiser 

_ here ("HOBART"). 

- West Java Sea 

22. - Dutch forces arc operating in this area, consisting of 1 

modem 6" cruiser, 2 old 6" cruisers, 1 modern flotilla leader, 6 
destroyers and 5 submarines* 

- Singapore Area 

23. - Two of the three old 6" cruisers based here recently 
were at Batavia on 6th January with C. in C. , E.F. The third 

is in the Sourabaya area 0 Subsequent allocation of these cruisers 
is unknown. 7 destroyers are at Singapore together with 2 U.S. and 
4 Dutch Submarines 


- Indian Ocean 


24.- British forces consisting of one "R" class battleship, 

2 8" cruisers, 2 modern 6" cruisers, and 7 old 6" cruisers and one 
aircraft carrier are widely dispersed for trade protection. 


DEDUCTION 


25.- At the present time the enemy has superior forces in all 
respects. The Allied forces have the additional disadvantage of 
being widely dispersed in the defence of trade. In addition, in 
those areas occupied by the enemy there are strong shore-based naval 
air forces. 


w 


a 


He can therefore launch attacks in any direction in which he 
ishes to move. So far, he has only done so over seas under his 
full control, i.c, , towards the Philippines and Malaya. Expeditions 
further afield are attended by greater risksj but at the present 
time the risks are not very great until the U.S. Pacific Fleet is 
eformed. - 


26,- The only possible brake on his further expansion is his 
preoccupation with his present commitments,. 


The inference is that ho could move against the Dutch East Indl 
or iiy'the direction of the Tasman at any time he likes. As soon as 

W&a. occupied -the Philippines the probability of atta.de will be 

ensely increased. 


NE XT JAPANESE MOVE 

7»- The following are possible alternatives; - 

(a) Attack on Allied trade in the Pacific and Indian 
Oceans by submarine and surface forces. The sub¬ 
marines have already started this attack, but have 
not yet appeared in Australian and New Zealand 
waters. Their arrival there is only a matter of 
time. Surface attack by raiders, and possibly 
surface warships, may be expected at any time. 
Larger forces will need an advanced base to become 
effective. 
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Attack on the Netherlands East Indie8 f in order to 
obtain oil and other tropical products, and to 
obtain control over the passages into the Indian 
Ocean. This attack will certainly be made if* 
and when Singapore has fallen, and probably 


sooner. 


(c) 


Seizure of advanced bases for attack on trade, and 
eventually for invasion of Australia and/or New 
Zealand* 


h 


28,- Of the above moves, (a) and (b) are certain to take place. 
\Qv may possibly be delayed until he has completed his earlier 
commitments, but we have been warned by both the United Kingdom and 
American Chiefs of Staff that a Southward move may take place at any 
time. 


ALLIED COUNTER MEASURES 


29o- The first and most important is the reformation of the 
United States Pacific Fleet. At the present time we are completely 
in the dark about this® The whole situation regarding intelligence 
of American movements in the Pacific is highly unsatisfactory. //,■ ■ 

30.- The next most important is the reformation of the British 
Eastern Fleet. During the last few days the Admiralty have been 
making preparations, including requests to Australia to prepare 
certain ports as bases. The present intention is that the British 
Eastern Fleet should operate quite independently of the U.S. Pacific 
Fleet. Both Australia and New Zealand have protested strongly 
against this, pointing out that unity of command, if not a combined 
fleet, is essential, r-^x . < ^ - V <T T ' *■ , 

1 - yy / r 

31*- In the meantime, we must make use of what few forces we 
have available. It is generally agreed that, in face of the scale 
of probable attack, as many cruisers as possible must remain 
concentrated. This is the reason for forming a cruiser striking 
force (Task Force 5) in the Java Sea, and the Anzac Squadron in the 
Tasman. 


32*- It is also essential to keep trade moving in spite of risk 
of losses. The main protection will be given by wide dispersion, 
nd by keeping Pacific shipping as far south as possible in order to 
take advantage of bad weather and low visibility. Important troop 
and supply convoys must be escorted by the strongest force available® 




SITUATION IN THE SOUTH WEST PACIFIC 


33. - The strong concentration of naval forces in the Marshall 


Islands, and the seizure of the advanced seaplane base at Butaritari 


are indications that the enemy is contemplating a southward move, 

"/"l * 


34.- The most likely objective is the Fiji Group. This would 
not o^y cut the bomhar reinfor cing route across the Pacific, but 
Id also give him a good naval advanced, oaser at Suva, ui 
one of the other anchorages in the Group, and 2 aerodromes. 




5.- The next most attractive bait is New Caledonia, where he wil.i 
ain good harbours and resources, aerodromes and valuable minerals 


ch he cannot get elsewhere, 
ack both. 


It is quite possible that he will 




£a V-*" 
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36.- Now Zealand itself is a possible ulterior objective* 

The Military Adviser to the New Zealand Government (General Sir 
Guy Williams) suggested in September, 1941, that invasion could not 
take place until Singapore had fallen, the British and American fleetr 
had been defeated, and the Japanese had captured an advanced base® 
Although none of these contingencies has yet occurred, it must be 
admitted that Singapore is in danger of capture, the two fleets 
have suffered serious reverses and Fiji is threatened with attack. 

37.- Although actual invasion can still be ruled out at the 
present time, nuisance raids are quite possible. New Zealand is 
still sending appreciable numbers of men overseas for the Navy and 
Air Force. Reinforcements for the Middle East are not urgently 
needed at the moment and have been temporarily suspended, mainly 
owing to lack of escorts. A successful nuisance raid would have 
considerable psychological effect and might well result in complete 
suspension of all troop movements overseas* 

Counter Measures for these Moves . 

38. - The present forces in Fiji are insufficient for on attack, 

which may be made by a Division, accompanied by 4 aircraft-carriers. 
New Zealand has reinforced Fiji, whero there arc now two Brigade 
groups and certain other troops, organised as a Division. The 
United States of America also realises the importance of Fiji and 
is sending equipment, aircraft and air personnel, and possibly land 
forces. The reinforcements contemplated would have a good chance 

of holding the island of Viti Levu. 

39. - The situation in New Caledonia, which is an Australian 

jommitment, is not too good. The French forces, though considerable.-, 
are not reliable. So far, the Australians have only boon able 

to send a small force of their own* 

40. - The main defence for these islands is naturally by naval 

forces. The Anzac Squadron is obviously not strong enough to 
prevent such an attack, though if well handled it should be able to 
interfere seriously with it* Its main weakness is the absence of 
carrier-borne aircraft. 


41*- The British position in the South West Pacific must there¬ 
fore depend on the reformation of the United States Pacific Fleet, 
jlhis has been pressed for in personal telegrams from the Primo 
inistor, New Zealand, to Mr. Winston Churchill in Washington. 

42.- In view of the potential threat to New Zealand itself, the 
Government has decided to take certain anti-invasion measures, 
..^/including mobilisation of the Territorial Army, which needs at least 
throe months’ training before it can be considered efficient. The 
Military Adviser appreciated that the most likely points for 
invasion are the North Auckland Peninsula, probably through the 
Bay of Islands, and tho Marlborough Sounds, in that order. Guns 
are being mounted and mobile forces disposed for the defence of 
..two, areas. . j - r r __ _ f „ M 

j.3*- Civil emergency schemes to deal with damage caused by 
abardment or air raids arc also being accelerated in the principal 
ms. The E.P.S. and blackout organisations are already well 

/ancod. 







COMMAND 

ili. 0 - The Washington conversations between Mr. Winston Churchill 
L President Roosevelt have resulted in an agreement for unified 
imand of sea, land and air forces in the ADEA area* This command 
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is to be under a British General, who will be known as the 
Supreme Commander, and he will have an American General as his 
deputy. An American Admiral will command the naval forces in this 
area, under the Supreme Commander. 


^5.“ No attempt has been made for a unified command of the naval 
iorces, i.e., of the United States Pacific Fleet, the British 
Eastern Floet and other naval forces in the area. This has been 
pointed out by both Australia and New Zealand, in urgent telegrams 
to Mr winston Churchill. Australia has put forward proposals for 

C a combined fleet. New Zealand has pressed for unified command over 
ohe two fleets, possibly by an American Admiral working in close 
co-operation with the Supreme Commander. 


CONCLUSIONS 


46. - 


(i) Japan must first be defeated at sea. 



(ii) This demands unified direction of British and 
United States forces and the formation of a 
balanced fleet strong enough to defeat the 
Japanese. 



O 


(iii) Until such a fleet is formed, the Allied position 
is precarious and depends on holding our bases, 
particularly Singapore, 

(iv) In the South West Pacific the British position 
depends primarily on the U.S. Pacific Fleet. 

(v) A Japanese attack on Fiji and/or New Caledonia 
may be expected at any time. 

(vi) Our naval forces in this area are inferior to the 
possible scale of attack. They can only be used 
effectively if they are concentrated. 

(vii-) Invasion of New Zealand is improbable at the 

moment, but the possibility will become greater 
if the Japanese have further successes. 

(viii) Attack on trade by surface and submarine raiders 
must be expected. This is best met by wide 
dispersion of shipping and the strongest poRfi^ 1 ■> 
protection of troop convoys. 

(ix) The next few months will be most critical. 
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ACNB TO CINCPAC AND NZNB 

Australia and. NZ intelligence confirmed concentration 
naval forces and auxiliaries in Caroline Island and 
Marshalls x It is considered that an attack on islands 
which form parts of USA bombers reenforcing route across 
Pacific may be impending x New Zealand considers Fiji 
the most probable objective x The establishment of Japs 
In this area besides cutting the ferry route will also 
seriously threaten the shipping routes x Such an opera¬ 
tion by Japs will give an opportunity for counter issue 
by USA and British naval forces x Our forces available 
in this area consist HMAS AUSTRALIA, HMAS PERTH, HMS 
ACHILLES and HMNZS LEANDER X Request if no objection be 
informed of searches completed re this matter so that 
we may cooperate in any action you propose to take . 


10 0605 CINCPAC TO ACNB 


Your 1206Z/9 under advisement x Exact information of 
enemy forces in Marshalls limited except observed at 
Kwajalein four large auxiliaries anchored and landplanes 
both bombers and fighters present x Other commitments 
preclude operations suggested In immediate future but 
possible later x Request be kept advised of any new 
development. 
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JAN GCT 


^>10 2250 COMINCH TO COMPSNCF 

COORDINATION AND DISSEMINATION OF ENEMY ACTIVITIES AT 
SEA WILL BE HANDLED IN ATLANTIC AREA DIRECTLY BY COMINCH X 
IN PACIFIC AREA BY COM 14 X AS AT PRESENT UNTIL NOON GCT 
JAN 20 AND THEREAFTER COM PSNCF ADDRESSING COMINCH 
APPROPRIATE US COMDRS IN PACIFIC NOIC ESQUIMALT NEW 
ZEALAND NAVY BOARD WELLINGTON NS HQ, OTTAWA BNLO SAN 
FRANCISCO AND CINC EASTERN FLEET X PARA INFO ADDRESSEES 
INCLUDE COM PSNCF IN REPORTS OF ENEMY ACTIVITIES IN 
PACIFIC 

0 12 2310 COMINCH TO CINCPAC, CINCLANT, COM 14. ALL NAVAL COASTAL 
FRONTIER COMMANDERS, COM PSNCF, CINCAF. COM 12 

CANCEL MY 102250 CINCPAC 120435 CINCPAC MAKE OWN ARRANGE¬ 
MENTS FOR ISSUING PACIFIC BULLETIN INCLUDING IN ADDRESS 
BRITISH COMMANDS SPECIFIED IN MY REFERENCE DISPATCH 


10 2251 


COMINCH TO CINCPAC 



IN COMPLIANCE WITH REQUEST NEW ZEALAND GOVT 300 MARK 6 
MINES COMPLETE LEAVING SAN FRANCISCO FOR SUVA ABOUT 12 
JAN X ARRANGE FOR PLANTING THEM THERE PREFERABLY WITH 
PERSONNEL AND FACILITIES AVAILABLE AT SAMOA AFTER 
PLANTING MINES NOW ENROUTE LATTER PLACE X UPON COMPLE¬ 
TION PLANTING RETURN SAMOA X 


11 1921 CINCUS TO CINCPAC 


NEW ZEALAND CONSENTS AMERICAN FORCES MAKE INSTALLATIONS 
ON BRITISH SAMOA AND TAKE SUCH OTHER MEASURES THERE AS 
MAY CONTRIBUTE TO DEFENSE OF AMERICAN SAMOA X NEW ZEALAND 
AUTHORITIES APIA WILLFULLY COOPERATE X NECESSARY ACTION 
ACCORDANCE YOUR JUDGEMENT IN AGREEMENT WITH THEM X 




I 
















o 







JAN. OCT 

16 0615 - CINCPAC TO COMINCH 





Sj 

Q 


Recommendations urdis 070015 x Current and foreseen 
requirements are: 

(1) Samoan expedition convoy 1005 escort Task Force 17. 

(2) Bobcat expedition latter part January escort South- 
East Pacific Force. 

(3) Xray first contingent convoy 2013 escort PHOENIX. 

(4) Xray second contingent late January. Honolulu now 
enroute east with convoy 4036 tentatively assigned. 

(5) Canton Christmas late January. PORTLAND leaves Pearl 
east bound 16 January. Available at San Francisco 29 
January. 

(6) Noumea project reference War Department message 
number 880 of 5 January. Assume can be handled in Xray 
convoys 

(7) Copper reenforcements transports not assigned but 
assumed generally in 14 knot class. Between 40 and 50 
slow cargo ships and tankers per month continuing indef¬ 
initely. Escort by battleships and destroyers necessary 
between mainland and within 500 miles Copper both directions. 
Inside 500 miles escort by destroyers based Copper with air 
coverage. 

(8) Believe continuing supply of outlying bases and pro¬ 
tection of inter-island shipping can generally be handled 
by Coastal Frontier Forces as now reenforced by Minrons 

1 and 2 at the rate of 1 convoy to each base per month. 
However Minrons 1 and 2 must be relieved by subchasers and 
patrol craft at earliest practicable date to make minecraft 
available for their primary employment* Due short cruising 
radius intend retain DETROIT this area to support these 
movements as necessary after battleships are available 
for ocean escort. 

(9) Barring effects enemy action requirements outlined above 
can be met at times indicated. For continuing requirements 
on Bobcat-Xray line 4 light cruisers can handle 1 convoy 
per month in each direction. ST LOUIS and HELENA will be 
added this run completion Samoan expedition and Navy Yard 
repairs respectively. Any other cruiser requirements will 
necessitate removing some heavies from major task forces. 
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16 0615 - 
(CONT'D) 











For continuing requirements of Copper can handle approximately 
5 convoys per month. West Coast shipments for Christmas and 
Canton can be cut out of these convoys at Ocean meeting point 
by local escorts. Urgent need exists for additional destroy¬ 
ers. Under program described above not more than 2 destroyers 
can be assigned to each battleship escort unit and the light 
cruisers will have none from Pacific Coastal Frontier until 
Junction with Far East Forces. Urgently recommend transfer 
at least 1 and preferably 2 Desrons to this Fleet. 

Particularly desire remaining leaders of Desron 9. 
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18 0401 CINCPAC TO OPNAV 

— 



Control, allocation and loading of shipping in Pacific 
requires coordination in order make most effective use 
available shipping and escorts x Essential provide for 
needs Army Navy and Civilians and that coordinated sched¬ 
ules be established earliest practicable date x Control by 
centralized NTS agency in Pacsoncf as contemplated by 
joint agreements and war plans believed essential X All 
shipping in Pacific including supply of personnel and 
material Xrav, Bobcat, Samoa, Suva, Xmas, Canton, Noumea 
must be included x Reinforcements and developments above 
places plus Hawaiian Dept must be predicated on availability 
shipping and escort to support them X Impossible Cincpac 
make long range plans either escort or other operations 
until comprehensive picture shipping requirements known X 
Opnav deliver Cominch also for action X 


18 2110 COMINCH TO CINCPAC 




BOBCAT CONVOY BC 100 OP 6 SHIPS WITH 4,500 TROOPS AND 
XRAY CONVOY BT 200 OP 0 TRANSPORTS WITH 20,000 TROOPS 
ARRIVE CANAL ZONE ABOUT 28 JANUARY THENCE AFTER FUELING 
WILL PROCEED IN COMPANY TO BOBCAT ESCORTED BY SOUTHEAST 
PACPOR COMPOSED OP 2 CL 2 DD ETA 16 FEBRUARY SPEED OP 
ADVANCE 14 X SE PACPOR REMAIN BOBCAT UNTIL BOBCAT CONVOY 
READY RETURN VIA CANAL BY WHICH TIME HALF FIXED DEFENSES 
AND VOS OPERATIONS SHOULD BE READY X TRANSPORT BARRY OF 
BT 200 WILL REQUIRE FUEL BOBCAT X CINCPAC PROVIDE ESCORT 
FOR BT 200 SPEED 16 FROM BOBCAT TO BRISBANE ADJUSTING 
FLEET PLANS IF NECESSARY TO PROVIDE ADEQUATE PROTECTION 
FOR THIS HIGHLY IMPORTANT EXPEDITION X PARA CINCPAC 
150615 ITEM TWO SEE ABOVE X ITEM 5 CONVOY WILL CONSIST 
TWO SHIPS FOR CHRISTMAS ISLAND TWO FOR CANTON READY SAN 
FRANCISCO 29 JANUARY X ITEM SIX NOUMEA INCLUDED IN BT 
200 X ITEM NINE FURTHER TRANSFERS DESTROYERS UNDER CON¬ 
SIDERATION BUT THERE ARE SERIOUS SHORTAGES EVERYWHERE X 
OTHER ITEMS NO COMMENT X 


19 1815 COMINCH TO CINCPAC 


MY 182110 GIVES STATUS OF I-SOBCAT EXPEDITION X REENFORCE- 
S w ^ MENT OF SAMOA BY US AND OF FIJI BY NEW ZEALAND NOW IN 

HAND X WE NOW CONTEMPLATE OCCUPATION OF FUNAFUTI IN 
ELLICE ISLANDS AS OUTPOST FOR SAMOA AND FIJI AND AS 
LINKAGE POST TOWARDS SOLOMON ISLANDS PARA GOREGOING 
FACTORS COMBINE TO MAKE ADVISABLE EARLY CONSIDERATION 
j OF KEEPING SUITABLE AND AVAILABLE FORCE CONSTANTLY IN 

AREA EMBRACING CANTON FUNAFUTI SAMOA FIJI BOBCAT X 
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O20 1730 


C0I.IINCH TO CIKCPAC , CINCLANT, 


CIKGAP 


HAVE AGREED WITH BRITISH THAT INFORMATION CONSIDERED ESSENTIAL 
FOR OTHERS TO KNOW, INCLUDING INTENDED MOVEMENTS WHEN APPROPRIATE, 
MAY, SUBJECT TO WHATEVER CONTROL COMMANDERS IN CHIEF MY CHOOSE 
TO EXERCISE, BE EXCHANGED BETWEEN COMMANDERS OF APPROXIMATELY 
EQUIVALENT ECHELONS OPERATING IN ADJACENT AREAS X ON NO ACCOUNT 
IS THIS TO INCLUDE ANY MATTER THAT COULD BE CONSTRUED AS AN 
ORDER X WHATEVER ARRANGEMENTS MAY RE :ULT FROM THIS AGREEMENT 
THE KEY I&EA IS TO USE THAT COMMUNICATION NETWORK WHICH WILL 
RESULT IN QUICKEST EXCHANGE OF ESSENTIAL INFORMATION BETWEEN 

, THOSE WHO NEED TO KNOW. 

20 2150 COMINCH TO CINCPAC 


PARA 3AB1 OF YOUR OPPLAN 4-42 WILL NOT BE SO INTERPRETED AS TO 
DELAY DEPARTURE OF TASK FORCE EIGHT BEYOND TL E ESSENTIAL FOR 
FUELING AS ADVANCE OF TASK FORCES TO NORTHWEST WILL AFFORD 
ADEQUATE COVER AND TIME FACTOR APPEARS PARAMOUNT. 

GIVE CONSIDERATION TO PRACTICABILITY OF RAIDING WAKE WITH 
ADDITIONAL TASK FORCE TWO OR THREE DAYS AFTER ATTACKS ON 
GILBERTS OR MARSHALLS AT WHICH TIME ENEMY ENDPAVORS TO 
OPPOSE HALSEY CAN BE EXPECTED TO HAVE REDUCED COVERAGE ON 
WAKE, AND WHEN ALSO INDICATIONS OF LARGE NAVAL MOVEMENT FROM 
MANDATES TOWARD SOUTHWEST MAY FURTHER HAVE REDUCED WAKE 
SUPPORT. 


21 0309 

O 


CINCPaC TO COMINCE 

Your 182210 and 191815 every operation including escort duties 
in areas Indicated must be predicated bn availability fuel for 
combatant and noncombatart ships. Following information signif¬ 
icant total naval and commercial fuel oil stocks in thousands of 
tons 12 January Brisbane 21, Sydney 8, Melbourne 8. The fore¬ 
going remaining after reductions since 22 Dec. of 10, 7, and 18 
respectively. At Port Moresby none, no exact information as to 
current situation Suva and Noumea. Par. 



Request information as to probable future availability and plans 
for maintaining supply at Bobcat, Samoa and places mentioned 
above. Diversion tankers available to fleet or in prospect to 
supply Australia dp New Zealand will jeopardize supply of Pearl 
Harbor. 


In order make definite logistic estimates and provisions for 
■ fuel at Bobcat up to and including departure BT 2oo for Xray and 

1/ BC100 for Canal request estimate total fuel requirements. Both 

convoys at Bobcat. Data available here for estimating needs 
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21 0309 both escorts. Asstime BT 200 and escort can obtain fuel at 
(Cont’d) Xray. In view recent difficulties docking Republic at 
Brisbane and lack knowledge composition convoy invite 
attention to controlling depths that harbor. 

21 2217 CINCPAC TO TASK FORCE CCMUANDERS 

Task Force 11 for action. Cancel my OpOrder 7-42. Direct 
BAGLEY, MUGFORD and JARVIS return to Pearl. NECHES will 
depart on 22nd to join you at rendezvous Mike. Task Force 

O il conduct air raid on Wake followed by bombardment if 

practicable. Proceed to meet NECHES at Point Mike lat 20 
North longitude 179-50 ’.Vest at 2000 GCT January 27. Fuel 
at discretion and conduct raid after which return toward 
Pearl. Latest information objective will be furnished as 
received. Delivered for info to Comcardiv 1 Domdesbatfor 
and NECHES. 


22 0055 CINCPAC TC TASK FORCE COMMANDERS 




Essential execution my Operation Plan 4-42 be expedited. 
Duration of close coverage Samoan unloading reduced accord¬ 
ingly. As soon as troops disembarked carry out plan except 
detach 1 cruiser, 3 destroyers to cover remainder unloading 
and to await further orders designating this detachment Task 
Group 13.4. Direct its commander report to Cincpac via 
Samoa the composition this command 

Raiding objectives extended to include Ralik Chain at 
discretion CTF 8. Latest information Marshalls will be 
furnished as becomes available. 


23 1940 COMINCIi TO CINCAF, CINCPAC ^,<Ho 

DEVELOPE ORGANIZATION AND TRAINING OF MARINES AND NAVAL UNITS 
OF "COMMANDO" TYPE FOR USE IN CONNECTION WITH EXPEDITIONS OF 
RAID CHARACTER FOR DEMOLITION AND OTHER DESTRUCTION OF SHORE 
INSTALLATIONS IN ENEMY HELD ISLANDS AND EASES X EMPLOYMENT 
OF SOME SMALL UNITS EMBARKED IN SUBMARINES APPEAR PRACTICABLE 
BY USE OF RUBBER BOATS. 
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CPSNCP TO CINCPAC 


Urdis 210910 Item five convoy will probably be organized 
in two sections proceeding in company from San Francisco. 

1st section 6-17 knot vessels, 2d section 8-14 knot 
ships. Composition may be changed by allocations from 
Admiral Land’s board to be available here today. Irres¬ 
pective of composition large convoy will be ready to sail 
on or about Jan. 30. Escort recommended 1 cruiser with 
3 or 4 destroyers reinforced when nearing point of separa¬ 
tion of sections. Timely decision escorts 2018 and 2019 
essential. 

CPSNCF TO COMINCH 

Cominch 182210 was interpreted to mean that convoy BT 200 
would take the place of movement of 11,000 Army to Xray from 
San Francisco late January mentioned in his 070015. This 
inference apparently convirmed by your 202358 which requested 
Honolulu previously earmarked for Xray trip as escort for 
convoy 2018. Urdis 212004 now indicates this interpretation 
incorrect and that you are sailing the 11,000 Army for Xray as 
well as contingents for Christmas and Canton since you state 
there will be 14 ships In Item 5 convoy whereas Cominch 
specified only 2 ships each for Canton Christmas. Expedite 
reply giving sufficient detailed Information to clarify whole 
situation. 

CPSNCF TO CINCPAC 

Your 220121 status present Information in connection formation 
convoys In Clipper mail but owing weather Clipper delivery not 
made. This information will clarify situation as to present 
and future movements of convoys. Hereafter each day this 
report will be forwarded by Clipper. Large troop and freight 
movement by Army to Xray and Copper is in formative stage. 
Approximately 14 ships will be ready to sail around Jan. 30. 
This convoy will include 2 ships to Xmas Island and 1 or 2 
to Canton Island, remainder to Xray. Above independent and 
separate from Panama Canal movements or convoys scheduled 
for 23 Jan and 25 Jan. Further Information as soon as 
obtained. 
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21 0331 CINCPAC TO CINCAF, INFO 0PEINCE 


WPL-46 Appensix L Section 516 A2 and B4. Desire you 
release to me area north of latitude 26 in order pro¬ 
vide submarines with entrance East China Sea. Would 
it aid you to release to me area east of Long. 132 East 
and North of Equator. 


23 0329 CIIICAF TO CINCPAC. INFO CCNINGH 



Afirm to your 210331 as regards the extension south 
to latitude 26. N Q t now advisable release to you 
westward to longitude 132 east. 
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RUNNING SUMMARY OR SITUATION (Cont’d) 


January 23 

, - .. M.. . ■ ■ 


The NECHES was sunk at 0319 (local). She was proceeding 
to her rendezvous with Task Force 11 and was 135 miles west of 
Oahu. The night was extremely dark. She had no escort with her 
due to the non-availability of DD’s but was meeting the JARVIS 
from Task Force 11 at 0800. 

As no other tanker was available except the NEOSHO which 
was duo at Pearl on the 26th, CinCPac decided that the factor of 
safety for the Wake expedition was too small, and ordered Task 
Force 11 to return to Pearl to be fueled and held in readiness 
for eventualities. 


RDF positions placed three enemy SS in the immediate 
vicinity of Midway. As no other Sub except the NECHES attacker 
was heard or seen in the Eastern Pacific, this indicated a 
particular interest by the enemy in Midway. 


Comta 3 kfor 17 reported that all troops were disembarked 
at Samoa and recommended tliat the Task Forceps depart Samoa on 
25th, GCT. 

The GRIDLEY and FANNING of Task Force Seventeen collided 
and damaged both bov/s. After emergency repairs at Pago Pago they 
will return to Pearl. 


Task Force 8 gave his plan of attack. F-Day is 25th. 
Attack will be made on 31st on Jaluit, Mill and Makin. VP’s and 
B-17’s discontinue shuttle to Suva on 27th and make search to 
westward on the 28th. 


Subs in the Marshalls were ordered to reconnoiter Maloelap 
and Uterik, then retire to northward during the raid of Task 
Force 8 and 17. The CACHALOT had been ordered away from Midv/ay 
to proceed westward but developed engine trouble. All submarines 
are now going to be employed for offensive patrols. 

Due to presence of the enemy at Rabaul, CinCAF advises 
that all merchant ships entering the ADDA Area should be convoyed 
and that Torres Strait be used only under special arrangement. 


Cominch directed the training of Commando units for surrep 
titious landings on enemy coasts.( CoVa » H c. h "23 I ^-4-0) 

It was learned that there would be a large convoy of 
troops for Australia from the West Coast about January 29th as 
v/ell as the 20,000 v/hich were coming from the East Coast, and 
proceeding via Borabora. 
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January 24 



Operations of Task forces Eight and Seventeen 
progressing as planned. Eight starts to the northwest 
tomorrow; Seventeen will follow 150 miles astern. No 
further information as to unloading at Samoa. 


Commanding General, Second Narine Erigade, estimates 
that a 2500 foot runway could be made ready in one month. 
Requested aircraft as soon as possible. 


Another E-17 dropped out at Suva so that Suva-Canton 
Flight yesterday was by only two planes. 



Task Force 11 will enter Pearl tomorrow. It will 
be fueled and held in reserve for the present. 

Cominch (in 24 1740 attached) informed of the proposal 
to constitute the Anzac Naval Area in which an allied 
naval force would operate under a U.S. flag officer. 

Vice Admiral Pye was suggested for the command and will 
probably accept. The reply i3 under study. 




Report was received of a British launch from Apia 
being fired upon by an aircraft which answered the des¬ 
cription of a U.S. observation plane. 

Enemy offensives are advancing in the Far East and 
in the New Britain Area. At least two carriers are 
operating in the latter. Tarakan and northern Celebes have 
been in enemy hands for several days and Amboina has been 
bombed several times. A convoy advancing south through 
Nakassar Straits w s roughly used by Dutch aircraft 
yesterday and U.S. destroyers last night. The DD’s 

escaped with Negligible damage. However, the S-36 is a 
total loss through grounding and the BOISE damaged her 
bottom in Sapeh Strait. 

A submarine was sighted off Midway, and one south 
of Oahu. 

Cincaf released the area between 26° and 30° so 
that Pacific Fleet submarines can operate in the North 
China Sea (Cincpac 210331 and Cincaf 230329). 
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23 2350 COMINCH TO CINCPAC 


FOLLOWING FROM OPNAV " CINCPAC 216309. AS INDICATED OPNAV 
102250 IT WAS ASSUMED WITH TOTAL 19 LARGE AND 2 SMALL CHARTERED 
TANKERS THE NEEDS OF PEARL AND BOBCAT MIGHT BE MET X FURTHER 
ASSUMPTION THAT REQUIREMENTS LATTER WOULD BE REPLENISHED BY 
DIVERSION SOME OF CHARTERED TANKERS AS YOU DIRECTED X SAMOA 
NOT ESTIMATED IN FOREGOING NOR AUSTRALASIA FOR WHICH FOLLOWING 
INFO FURNISHED X ANTICIPATING SITUATION LIKELY DEVELOP THAT 
AREA BRITISH THROUGH SPENAVO SUGGESTED ABOUT 20 DECEMBER THEIR 
READINESS MEET OUR REQUIREMENTS FAR EAST AND SOUTHWEST PACIFIC 
WITH TANKER TONNAGE THEIR CONTROL AND REQUESTED ESTIMATES OF 
FUEL TO BE LAID DOWN X ACCORDINGLY ADVISE THEM CINCAF WOULD 
NEED AT DARWIN IN THOUSANDS OF TONS MONTHLY 28 BUNKER 6 
DIESEL and 1 AVGAS X ALSO REQUESTED FOR PROSPECTIVE CONVOYS X 
EITHER BRISBANE OR SYDNEY FOLLOW NO AMOUNTS IN THOUSANDS OF 
TONS JANUARY 10 X FEBRUARY 13 X MARCH 16 X APRIL 20 X THERE 
SHOULD THEREFORE BE FUEL AT THESE POINTS DURING PERIODS 
MENTIONED OVER AND ABOVE NORMAL NEEDS AUSTRALASIA X INTENT) KEEP 
LONDON ADVISED OF REQUIREMENTS AS CHANGING X EXCLUSIVE OF 
ESCORTS ESTIMATES FOR CONVOYS BC100 AND BT200 AT BOBCAT ARE 
X FUEL OIL 5,100 TONS X DIESEL 460 TONS X BOTH GROUPS SHOULD 
RESTRICT WITHDRAWALS FROM RAI.APO TO MINIMUM X ARMY ACQUAINTED 
DISADVANTAGES UNLOADING BRISBANE BUT PREPARED ACCEPT DELAYS 
INCIDENT BARGING FROM OUTER ANCHORAGE 

24 1740 COMINCII TO CINCPAC, INFO CINCAF 

COMBINED CHIEFS OF STAFF ARE ABOUT TO RECOMMEND THAT ANZAC 
NAVAL AREA BE ESTABLISHED ALONG FOLLOWING GENERAL LINE X (l) 
WITH BOUNDARIES BEGINNING AT MERIDIAN 141 DEGREES EAST ALONG 
EQUATOR TO MERIDIAN 170 DEGREES EAST THENCE SOUTH EASTERLY TO 
PARALLEL 20 DEGREES SOUTH MERIDIAN 175 DEGREES 7rEST THENCE DUE 
SOUTH ALSO FROM POINT OF BEGINNING SOUTH ALONG MERIDIAN 141 
DEGREES EAST TO SOUTH COAST CF NEW GUINEA THENCE EASTWARD 
ALONG THAT COAST TO MERIDIAN 143 DEGREES EAST THENCE DUE 
SOUTH IN SEA AREAS ONLY X (2) SAID AREA WILL BE UNDER US 
DIRECTION WITH US FLAG OFFICER IN COMMAND AND WILL BE EITHER 
DIRECTLY UNDER COMINCH OR ELSE UNDER CINCPAC WHO MAY NOT 
CHANGE ALLOCATION OF SHIPS THERETO X (3) TENTATIVE INITIAL 
ALLOCATION OF SHIPS BRITISH 1 CARRIER U S AT LEAST 1 HEAVY 
OR LIGHT CRUISER POSSIBLY ONE DESDIV NEW ZEALAND 2 LIGHT 
CRUISERS AUSTRALIA APPROXIMATELY TWO THIRDS OF SEAGOING SHIPS 
(REMAINDER TO ABDA COMMAND) X (4) TASKS: ONE, COVER EAST 
AND NORTHEAST APPROACHES TO AUSTRALIA AND NEW ZEALAND: TWO, 
ESCORT AMD COVER CONVOYS IN ANZAC AREA: THREE, SUPPORT DEFENSE 
OF ISLANDS IN SAID AREA PARTICULARLY KEY POINTS ALSO ATTACK 
ADJACENT ENEMY KEY POINTS: FOUR, CORRELATE OPERATIONS WITH 
FORCES IN ABDA AREA AID WITH PACIFIC FLEET X (5) REQUEST 
COMMENT PARTICULARLY AS TO PARA (2) ABOVE X (6) CINCPAC 
NOMINATE FLAG OFFICER FOR THIS COMMAND FOR WHICH COMINCH 
WOULD BE GLAD TO RAVE OFFICER NUMBER 20 IF ACCEPTABLE TO 
YOU AND TO HIM 
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January 25 


Ta3k Forces Eight and Seventeen departed from Samoan 
area to the northwest. 

liatsonia departed Samoa for the Coast. 

Task Force Eleven entered Pearl. Plan is still to 
hold this force in reserve, at the same time accomplishing 
minor upkeep and inter-change of carrier fighter aircraft. 

Triton and Tuna departed for patrol areas of^Japan. 

Asiatic Forces continued to clash with the enemy in 
Makassar Strait, Sturgeon reporting that she sank a CA or CV. 

The activity of 'the enemy along the New Ireland - 
Solomon front leads to one estimate that he will soon extend 
his bases to Noumea to cut the bomber route and operate 
against the communication line to Australia. If he advances 
on Port Moresby, as he probably will, he will control Torres 
Strait. 


Further reports by our submarines gave the follow- 


Shore installations, anti-sub patrols and one large 
steamer at Maloelap. Two seaplanes at Tifotje. Nothing 
at Uterik. 

January 26 

Task Forces 8 and 17 still maintaining schedule, will 
fuel on 28th; attack on 31st. Still being afforded partial 
cover by the operations of the VP B-17 unit, which will make 
its last search to westward on 23th and then return Pearl. 

Monterey departed Samoa. 

T^sk Force 11 will be held for eventualities in connec¬ 
tion with the attacks of the other two forces. 

Plans have been made for the escorts which must accom¬ 
pany Australian reenforcement convoys mentioned in earlier 
despatches - one from ’.Vest Coast and one from East Coast via 
Eorabora. See Op. Orders 8-42 and 9-42. 

The earlier three-ship convoy is about south of Suva 
today. One ship is going to Suva and the other two are now 
being directed to Melbourne with the idea that one will even¬ 
tually proceed to the NEI. A request that the Phoenix proceed 
beyond Melbourne was denied because of our shortage of cruisers. 
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Januar?/- 29 . Task Forces Eight and Seventeen were apparently 
proceeding as planned. 

Deliberations continued as to the employment of 
Task ^orce Eleven but decision was withheld until after confer¬ 
ence with the Task Force Commander. 

Although the MISSISSIPPI is now escorting a 
convoy, that duty for the NEW MEXICO has been cancelled for the 
present. This employment for the battleships requires extra 
destroyers which are not available at present. 

None of the three cargo ships have left Samoa 
yet. The \mloading is being guarded by the SAN FRANCISCO and 
three destroyers. 

The reenforcement (pursuit squadron) for Suva 
arrived in the President MONROE. This force has been placed 
under the Commanding General Hawaiian Department but its tactical 
direction is by the New Zealand command. 

RAMAPO arrived Borabora, and a report on that 
place was received from the SUMNER. 

In 291430 Coninch informed that S.S. QUEEN 
ELIZABETH would fuel at Nuku Hiva and asked if destroyer would 
be available to cover this. Reply was made in negative. 

A patrol plane inspection of Baker and Howland 
found that they had each been raided by the enemy. This prob¬ 
ably occurred about^lfiinuary when a garbled radio report was 
received but not traced. Any of the weather observers remaining 
will be taken off by the HELM in the next few days. 

Cominch was informed that the Army wished to 3cnd 
A.A. ammunition and medical supplies to Manila via a submarine 
and that one i 3 available. He replied in the negative because 
of the inadequate number of submarines for combatant work. 

The Australians have made several raids on Rabaul 
where a considerable concentration of shipping continues. Enemy 
is now using Ka|/feng as a base. 

Air raids along the coast of New Guinea continue. 
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The operations of Task Forces Eight and Eleven are 
proceeding as planned, but Vice Admiral Halsey reported in his 
302000 that unless fuel on his return trip was assured, his 
attack could not extend for more than one day. Thi3 led to 
the decision to send Task F orce Eleven with the ITEOSIIO tomorrow 
to a rendezvous with Task Force Eight (see Operation Order No. 
10-42). after this duty is completed, this task force is to 
cover Canton. That place i3 to be reenforced about 12 February 
as provided in Op. Order No. 0-42. 

Information of thi3 movement was sent out in 310137. 
Considerable concern over the fuel situation was felt, and 
KASKASKIA enroute Samoa to San Pedro was ordered to proceed to 
Pearl. 


Four out six 3-17's and five out six VP's of Task 
Group 0.9 returned from the Canton-Suva search they had been 
conducting. 

Cominch's 292110 provided for our contribution to the 
Anzac Force. Admiral Leary and 3taff will proceed by plane to 
Wellington on the 1st; CHICAGO and PERKINS will depart for that 
place on the 2nd; and the LAI.ISON will proceed from SAMOA on the 
same date. See Operation Order No. 11-42. 

Coninch in 292220 (a|da//c - secret file) informed that 
decision had.been made to establish an outpost at Funafuti and 
asked again for comment on the necessity for basing a force of 
considerable strength in the Suva-Samoa-Canton-^obcat area. 
CincPac replied v/ith despatch 30-A which follows. Nukufetatt 
was recommended in place of Funafuti. 

Received orders to transfer the PHOENIX to the 
Asiatic Fleet vice the damaged BOISE. 

Three APD'3 are being transferred from the Atlantic 
to thi3 command. 

The IDADO and 2 .DD arrived San Francisco. 
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January 51 . 

Attacks by Task Forces 0 and 17 were successfully 
carried out today except that heavy rain decreased the effect¬ 
iveness of that ag 0 lnst Jaluit. 

Re sul ts: 


By T.F. 17 Makin - 1 auxiliary badly damaged, two 

seaplanes destroyed. 

Jaluit - 1 out of two auxiliaries badly 
damaged' no aircraft present. 

Mill - Nothing present. 

(Seven of our airdraft lost). 

T.F. 17 retiring for fuel. 

By T.F. 8 Kwajalein - many auxiliaries and aircraft 

destroyed, some shore instal¬ 
lations attacked. 

Wotje - Many auxiliaries destroyed, 

shore installations bombed and 
bombarded. 

Maloelap - Installations bombed and 
bombarded. 


(Six of our airct'aft lost, CHESTER hit by 
bomb amidships, ENTERPRISE some damage 
from near mi33es. CHESTER can still make 
thirty knots). 

T.F. 0 retiring toward Pearl in urgent need 
of fuel. T.F. 11 v/ill meet him north of 
Johnston Island. T.F. 11 departed this 
morning. 


HELM received attack at Baker Island from large seaplane - 
received no^damp.ge but. probably damaged plane. C fl r-1 e.d evuc-^ ?)oi^\ 


oi EdXeir 




KASKASKIA was told to resume voyage because PLATTE was 
nearing Pearl. A Standard Oil tanker was being prepared for fuel¬ 
ing at sea. 


Cominch in 311G0G directed that CinCPac control routing 
of Convoys 2030 and BT200, and also cover them with a carrier 
group operating in the South Pacific east of 130°. Convoy 2030 
sailed from S.F. today for Canton, Christmas and Xray. 

The enemy continues to advance in his offensive. He is t* 
installed at Balikpapan and in southeast Celebes, de has reachedj^^ 












January 26 (Cont'd) 

convoys mentioned has been 
continent. We have only the 


12,000 troops 
20,900 troops 
3,500 troops 
1,600 troops 
2,100 troops 

President Monroe to Suva 660 troops - pursuit 
squadron and air warning company. 

Coolidge and Mariposa to 

Australia - NEI - Unknown 

Enemy air attacks and observation along the Solomons, 

New Guinea and the line west of New Guinea continue. 

An enemy submarine shelled Midway at dark last night. 

No damage ashore; possibility of a hit on the submarine. 

The radio intelligence and other indications lead to 
the belief that there could hardly be much strength in the 
Marshalls. 

In his 251630 Cominch directed that no further with¬ 
drawals be made from the First Marine Air Wing. This will make 
it difficult to supply the aircraft which Cincpac has been dir¬ 
ected to furnish, and which are an urgent need, at Samoa. 

Preparations of plans for a balloon barrage in certain 
sectors of Pearl Harbor are going forward. Previous objection 
was a result chiefly of the danger of such an installation to 
our own aircraft based in the Pari Harbor area. This objection 
is nov/ being met by careful choice of locations and by placing 
balloons in sectors which offer the least hazard to our own 
operations. 

January 27 - In view of the growing conviction that most of 
the Japanese strength is engaged in the southwest, full consider¬ 
ation was given to expanding the offensive operations of Task 
Forces 8 and 17, Vice-Admiral Halsey's plan included attacks 
on Makin, Mill and Jaluit. Since he prepared this plan the 
submarine reports on Maloelap and Wotje and intelligence of 
enemy operations in the Rabaul area have been received. During 
deliverations as to what form the directive to Vice Admiral 
Halsey should take a despatch along the seme lines from Cominch 
(271945) was received. As a result Cincpac's 280311 (following) 
wa3 sent to Comtaskfor 8. 


The loading of all the 
directed by authorities on the 
following information: 

S.F. - Australia 
East Coast - Australia 
East Coast - Borabcra 
S.F. - Canton 
S.F. - Christmas 


T.F. 


11 was permitted to disable machinery until Jan. 









January 27 (Cont'd) 




A dispatch (262007) was received from Cominch with 
regard to the possibility of dispensing with escorts for 
ships between hei*e and the West Coast, and adopting diversive 
routing in place thereof. This matter is under consideration. 

Cominch in 261721 directed that one large cruiser and 
two DD be prepared for the (Z'Anzac area. 

In regard to that area Cincpac nominated Vice Admiral 
Pye as the Commander and made certain other recommendations 
at contained in 270103. For political reasons, etc., it was 
thought that the Anzac force should operate directly under 
Cominch though for strictly naval reasons a status under 
the Commander-In-Chief mHIis considered to have been better. 

/V 

Vice Admiral Pye has been acting as adviser to Cincpac 
since Admiral Nimitz relieved him. It will have been noted that 
several of his estimates of the situation are contained herein. 

It has been decided to recommend that the Battle Force 
and Scouting Force grouping be abandoned and that the adminis¬ 
tration organization be composed of types directly under the 
Commander-in-Chief. 

A task organization and broad tasks are being formulated 
to be issued in the form of a general plan, and also more 
specific plans which will include the Army forces placed under 
Cincpac on the principle of unity of command. 

Enemy activity continued in the Solomon area, chiefly 
air raids and air observation, but Rabaul and Kavieng appear 
to be definitely captured, as well as a few of the unprotected 
small islands in the vicinity. 

Submarines are again making their presence known in 
the Oahu area and again one shelled Midway at dark. However, 
during yesterday forenoon the GUDGEON returning from Japan 
sank a submarine of the 1-68 class on the surface 200 miles 
west of Midway. 
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26 YT2, 1 


26 2007 



C0M1NCH TO CINCPAC. COMAIRSCOFOR 

IT IS DESIRED THAT NO FURTHER WITHDRAWALS OF AIRCRAFT 
FROM FIRST MARINE AIR WING BE MADE WITHOUT SPECIFIC 
AUTHORITY FROM ME X INTENTION IS TO MAINTAIN THESE 
SQUADRONS IN COMPLETE STATE READINESS AS COMBAT LOSS 
REPLACEMENTS FOR CARRIERS IF REQUIRED UNTIL SUCH TIME 
AS NAVAL SQUADRONS ARE READY FOR THIS PURPOSE. 

COMINCH TO CINCPAC 

PREPARE TO ALLOCATE TO ANZAC AREA ONE HEAVY OR ONE NEW 
LIGHT CRUISER FITTED AS FLAGSHIP ALSO AT LEAST TWO 
MODERN DESTROYERS PARA PRESSURE IS INCREASING FOR 
ALLOCATION MORE SHIPS TO ABDA COMMAND. 


COMINCH TO CINCPAC 

DESIRE RECOMMENDATION AS TO PRACTICABILITY AND SECURITY 
OF DESPATCHING CARGO VESSEL REGARDLESS OF SPEED INDEPEND¬ 
ENTLY BY DIVERSIFIED ROUTING BETWEEN WEST COAST PORTS AND 
HAWAIIAN AREA X AIR AND SURFACE COVERAGE TO BE FOR AT 
LEAST 200 MILES FROM PORTS OF DEPARTURE AND DESTINATION. 


27 0103 






/ 


CINCPAC TO COMINCH 

OFFICER NUMBER 20 NOMINATED IN PRESENT RANK OF VICE 
ADMIRAL X APPOINTMENT ACCEPTAELE TO HIM X REFERENCE PARA 
2 COMINCH 241740 X BECAUSE OF LARGE NUMBER OF ANZAC SHIPS 
COMMA LOCATION OF AREA AND POLITICAL CONSIDERATIONS REC¬ 
OMMEND AREA COMMANDER OPERATE UNDER COMINCH DIRECT X 
AREA ASSIGNMENT SHOULD NOT BE C ONSIDERED AS RESTRICTING 
OPERATIONS OF TASK FORCES WITHIN SUCH LIMITS AFTER DUE 
NOTICE X RECOMMEND LIMITING POINT IN LAT 20 DEGREES SOUTH . * 
BE LONGITUDE 172 WEST IN ORDER TO INCREASE DISTANCE TO 
LIMITING LINE FROM SUVA AND TONGATABU X PROSPECTIVE AREA 

COMMANDER REQUESTS OFFICER N^^^Pinl/o^HAVIN^GRSTER 
FORCE IN WHICH CINCPAC CONCURS X BECAUSE OF HAVING GREATER 

STAFF ACCOMMODATIONS AND RADAR RECOMMEND ONE CA BE 

INCLUDED IN US CONTRIBUTION 






















JAN. GCT 

''^271945 - COMINCH TO CINCPAC 


ASSUME YOU ARE AWARE OP SERIOUS ENEMY THREAT TO COMMUNI¬ 
CATIONS WITH AUSTRALIA CREATED BY CURRENT ENEMY OCCUPATION 
OP POINTS ESPECIALLY RARAUL IN BISMARCK ARCHIPELAGO AND 
HAVE RECOGNIZED THAT 7/HILE IT IS INADVISABLE TO DIVERT 
PART OP HALSEY EXPEDITION IN THAT DIRECTION IT IS ESSENTIAL 
THAT PLANNED ATTACK IN MARSHALLS BE DRIVEN HOME 


28 0311 - CINCPAC TO TP COMMANDERS 


C 


FOR ACTION COMTASKFOR 8 X ESTIMATE ENEMY FORCES MARSHALLS 
HAVE BEEN CONSIDERABLY REDUCED IN ORDER TO SUPPORT OPERA¬ 
TIONS TO SOUTHWESTWARD X NOW IS OPPORTUNITY TO DESTROY 
ENEMY FORCES AND INSTALLATIONS GILBERTS MARSHALLS AND IT 
IS ESSENTIAL THAT ATTACKS BE DRIVEN HOME X EXPLOIT THIS 
SITUATION BY EXPANDING OPERATIONS UTILIZING BOTH TASK 
FORCES IN SUCH REPEATED AIR ATTACKS AND SHIP BOMBARDMENTS 
AS DEVELOPMENTS AND LOGISTICS MAKE FEASIBLE X IF PRACTICABLE 
EXTEND OFFENSIVE ACTION BEYOND 1 DAY 
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January 28 . 

fuel today. 


Task i ' , 'orce3 Eight and Seventeen scheduled to 



Deliberations as to employment of Task ^orce Dieven 
were in progress. Despatch 270956 had been received from Australia 
indicating much anxiety as to enemy occupation of Noumea. The 
only information previously received as to a reenforcement at that 
place was contained in Cominch's 182110 (January) and earlier 
reference from the ’Jar Department to the Commanding General 
Hawaiian Department which said that Australia was being urged to 
reenforce that place but that the U.S. might have to undertake it. 




Vice admiral Pye urges that one of Vice Admiral 
Halsey's carrier groups be sent to Suva after the presently 
planned attack on the Marshalls and that Task Force -leven be 
sent to a position west of Samoa; these two forces to oppose 
further extension of the enemy to Noumea. The view of the War 
Plans Section is: that this move is too eccentric for our 
task of protecting Hawaii and the Mainland; that it would 
slderably weaker than the force the enemy is employing in thaf 
area; and that the logistic situation of our forces would be'most 
precarious. The War Plans Section inclines to the view that a 
follow-up in the Marshalls or a raid on Wake would be the best 
employment for Task Force Eleven in order to further destroy 
facilities in that area and to divert some enemy forces from 
his offense. No decision was made today. It will probably be 
decided after Vice Admiral Halsey's attack has been completed. 


primary 
be con- 


An enemy submarine torpedoed the small Army trans¬ 
port R.T. FRANK this morning between Maui and Hawaii. An inten¬ 
sive search resulted In some good sound contacts and good indi¬ 
cation that the submarine had been sunk. 



Our submarine observation of Taongi revealed no 
development although radio intelligence has for a long time 
placed a radio station there. 


In 272333 Cominch informed that Vice Admiral Pye 
would not command the Anzac Force. 


Cincpac in 202117 urged reconsideration of the fore¬ 
going and nominated Rear admiral Leary to be assisted by Rear 
Admiral Smith. 


In Ills 290047 Cincpac recommended to Cominch that 
all 3hips between the West Coast and Hawaii continue to be con- 
voyed. 














o 

January 51 (Continued) 





Johore Strait in Malaya. He may have landed at Salamoa, New 
Guinea and he is believed to be reconnoitering the New Hebrides. 

Hade detailed despatch report to Cominch a 3 to com¬ 
position and employment of task forces. 



O 
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o 

o 


195 
















Otan. 


GOT 


27 0956 



CANBERRA (ACNB?) TO CINCPAC 

The occupation of Rabaul increases threat to Port Moresby 
and New Caledonia. (2) Port Moresby has garrison of 5,500 
and requests for submarines to add to its defenses has been 
made. Its capture would close Torres Straits. (3) New 
Caledonia is practically undefended and its capture would 
give Japan a base from which she could cut the sea and air 
ferry route between United States and Australia besides 
providing access chrome and nickel. (4) It is understood 
that U.S. troops are now enroute Australia from U.S. East 
Coast to form a garrison for defense of New Caledonia and 
will arrive in Australia in about 21 days when transports 
have to be restowed. Time factor suggests Japan, with 
so rich a prize in view consitutes acting 1st, in which 
case the only immediate defense is a strong naval..concen¬ 
tration in this area (5) On assumption U.S. Flag Officer 
will now assume command in Anzac area and that one 8" 
and 2 6” British cruisers will be available to Join him, 
request plans be be concerted so that a sufficiently strong 
force may be concentrated in this area to deal with force 
similar to that employed in capture of Rabaul. It is 
believed that approximately 1 carrier was used in this 
operation, escort being 2 8” - 2 6” cruisers and 2 
aircraft carriers. 
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27 2333 COMINCH TO CINCPAC 

YOUR 270103 REGRET THAT OFFICER PROPOSAL CONTAINED 
MY 241740 NOT APPROVED LOCALLY AND REQUEST NOMINATE 
ONE OR MORE OTHERS X ANZAC AREA TO BE INITIALLY 
DIRECTED UNDER COMINCH X CHANGES IN ANZAC BOUNDARIES 
NOT PRACTICABLE AT PRESENT AS PROPOSAL WOULD FURTHER 
DELAY ACTION WHICH IS ALREADY OVERDUE 

28 2117 CINCPAC TO COMINCH 



Urgently request reconsideration your 272333 X Con¬ 
sidered mo3t capable and suitable officer available X 
If reconsideration hot acceptable recommend officer 
whose signal number is 45 to be assisted by officer 
whose signal number i3 205 


29 0047 CINCPAC TO COMINCH 




Consider most economical air coverage and surface es¬ 
cort can be provided in convoys composed of ships of 
equal speed but that careful coordinated control under 
one responsible command essential - mydi3 100401 Com- 
pacsoncf 191004 urdis 262007 X Routing ships indepen¬ 
dently will complicate rather than simplify air and 
surface coverage X While at present no Japanese 
raiders or submarines believed to be east of longitude 
150 West - thi3 situation subject to sudden change X 
With between 20 and 40 slow freighters at sea enemy 
action would probably result in excessive losses x 
Navy auxiliaries and new cargo ships capable 15 knots 
or better considered reasonably 3afe unescorted but 
these ships able to travel with 14 knot transports 
which must be escorted regardless X Naval auxiliaries 
add materially to gun power of such convoys and obtain 
In return some antisubmarine protection X Recommend 
against sailing slow ships unescorted and further con¬ 
sideration my di3 referenced above. 


29 1430 COMINCH TO CINCPAC 





My 261800 about February 15 S3 Queen Elizabeth passage 
Auckland to San Francisco will fuel from British 
BIshopdale at Nuku Hiva Marquesas x Do your present 
plans make practicable assignment one DD to investi¬ 
gate and select best fueling site February 13 or 14th 
and cover ships involved during fueling X If reply 
negative Comsepacfor arrange one Dog Love with 
Baker Tare 200 carry out above assignment. 


29 2200 COMINCH TO CINCPAC 

AIDAC (FETLOCK and Force) 
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UNITED STATES PACIFIC FIEET, 
U.S.S. PENNSYLVANIA, Flagship. 

CARE FLEET POST OFFICE, 

PEARL HARBOR, T. H., 

_, _ , 1942. 


Operation Plan 

No. R5-1 


TASK ORGANIZATION 


(a) 



(b) 


, 0 , 

(d) 

(e) 

(f) 


(g) 



(i) 


Covering Force ( T&3k Force One ), Rear Admiral Anderson. 

All battleships 
Cruisers as assigned 
Destroyers as assigned. 

Striking Forces (Task Force numbers as assigned in orders 

for specific operations) 

Carriers, cruisers and destroyers organized into task 
forces suitable for the specific task or tasks assigned. 

Submarine Force ( Task Force Seven ), Rear Admiral Withers. 

Submarines, Pacific Fleet. 

Patrol Plane Force ( Task Force Nine ), Rear Admiral Bellinger. 
Patwinga ONE and ^WO. 

Escort Force ( Task Force Fifteen ), Rear Admiral Calhoun. 

Forces exclusive of Task Force One assigned. 

Base Force ( Task Force Six) . Rear Admiral Calhoun. 

Trainron TWO, FOUR, SIX, and EIGHT. 

Base Force Subordinate Command, San Francisco. 

Marine Force , Major General Vogel. 

Marines assigned to Pacific Fleet. 

Hawaiian Naval Coastal Frontier ( Task Force Four ) Rear 

Admiral Bloch 

Local Defense Forces, Hawaiian Naval Coastal Frontier. 

Fleet Forces which may be assigned . 

Naval Station Samoa ( Task Force Five) . Brigadier General Larsen. 


Local Defense Forces, Samoa. 198 

Fleet forces which may be assigned. 
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No. R5-1 
X. Information . 

1 (a) This plan is Issued under U. 3. Pacific Fleet 

Campaign Plan 2-R5 to promulgate a task organization of the 
Pacific Fleet and to assign general tasks to the task forces. 
More detailed teaks will be assigned in the orders or plans 
for specific operations. The Pacific Northern and Pacific 
Southern Naval Coastal Frontiers are not included in the Task 
Organization at this time as there are no tasks to be assigned 
to them other than those assigned by the Chief of Naval Opera¬ 
tions. 

The Hawaiian Naval Coastal Frontier and Naval Station, 

SAMOA are made task forces of the Pacific Fleet by the effec¬ 
tive Basic Navy War Plan (WPL-46), as revised. 

(b) Information of the enemy is in Fleet Intelligence Bulle¬ 
tins and in the daily broadcasts by Commandant, FOURTEENTH 
NAVAL DISTRICT. 

2. This fleet will* 

(a) Raid enemy communications and forces. 

(b) Protect the territory of the Associated Powers 
east of Longitude 180° by covering, by destroying 
enemy forces, and by continging 'through offensive 
operations. 

(c) Escort shipping, and cover and patrol lines of 

communication as circumstances require. i qq 
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Operation Plan 

■HoT. ffe-l- 

3. (a) Covering Force (Task Force One) 

(1) Cover operations of other forces as nay be 
directed. 

(2) Escort, with appropriate strength, convoys 
between the West Coast and the five hundred mile circle 
from Oahu. 

(3) Base at San Francisco at present. 

(4) Conduct intensive training as conditions per¬ 
mit. 

(b) Striking Forces 

(1) Raid enemy communications, positions and forces 
as directed in specific plans and orders. 

(2) Cover own territory, forces, and communications 
as directed in specific orders and as can be accomplished 
incidental to other operations. 

(3) Base at Pearl Harbor. 

(c) Submarine Force (Task Force Seven) 

(1) Raid enemy ooramunications and forces off Japan 
and in the Japanese Mandates, in accordance with specific 
directives as issued. 

(2) Observe enemy areas as may be specifically 
directed, and as may be accomplished incidental to 
offensive task. 

(3) Maintain defensive patrols as may be orders. 

(4) Base Pearl Harbor. Utilize facilities of MIDWAY 



200 


as may be expedient 
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No . R5-1 








(d) Patrol Plane Force (Task Force Nine) 

(1) Conduct aerial patrols from Oahu In conjunction 
v/ith the Army as specifically ordered. 

(2) When directed, operate aircraft from advance bases 
to support operations of other forces} and to increase 
general security of the °ahu Base, and of the bases con¬ 
cerned. 

(3) Assist Task Force Four with transportation of 
supplies to the outlying islands. 

(e) Escort Force (Task Force Fifteen) 

(1) Escort convoys to the Anzac Area and the southwestern 
bases as circumstances require and the force* available permit. 

(2) Make forces available to Task Force One as directed. 

(3) Assist in escorting convoys to MIDWAY, JOHNSTON, 
PALMYRA, CANTON, CHRISTMAS and other outlying bases. 

(f) Base Force (Task Force Six) 

(1) Provide logistic service to the Fleet, maintaining 
for this purpose close liaison through tho Base Force Subor¬ 
dinate Command with Commander Pacific Southern Coastal 
Frontier and with the Naval Transportation Service. 

(2) Assist Task Force Four as may be practicable with 
transportation of supplies to the outlying islands. 

(3) Prepare, by training and by liaison vi th the agencies 
supplying material, to establish advance bases. 

(4) Train transports for amphibious expeditions 

in conjunction with Second Marine Division . 2^1 
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Operation Order 
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(g) Second Marine Division . 

(1) Organise and train for landing operations, including 
those of the "Commando" type. 

(2) Cooperate and assist Array units in training for 
landing operations as may bo required by specific direc¬ 
tives, 

(3) Be prepared to move advance units to base on 
OAHU, or at advanced bases, 

(h) Hawaiian Naval Coastal Frontier (Task Force Four) 

(1) Carry out tasks assigned in CinCPac Fleet*s 
Campaign Plan 2-R5, 

(i) Naval Station Samoa (Task Force Five), 

(1^ Defend American SAMOA, 

(2) When assigned forces permit, assist in the 
protection of Allied maritime communications in the 
vicinity of 3AM0A, 

(3) Assist in the protection and supply of Fleet 
units present, 

(x) (1) This plan effective on receipt, 

4, Logistics . General logistic support will be supplied by the 
Base Forced as prescribed in paragraph 3(f), 

. t (a) Communications . In accordance with PAC-SEVENTH. 

6, Commander-in-Chief, U. S, Pacific Fleet will disseminate informa¬ 
tion as to his location. 

W 

C. W. NIMITZ 

A 3S4Slke?-th-Sffif. 

U.S. Pacific Fleet. 
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JAN . GOT COI.IHIGH TO CINCPAC 

29 2110 PARA APIRM X FOR OFFICER WHOSE SIGNAL NUMBER IS 45 

(RADII LEARY) YOU WILL BE ASSIGNED BY SEPARATE SECNAV 
DESPATCH TO COMMAND QUOTE ANZAC FORCE UNQUOTE CON¬ 
CERNING WHICH THERE IS GIVEN HEREWITH FULL TEST OF 
DESPATCH AGREED TO BY ALL GOVERNMENTS CONCERNED QUOTE 
T1IE COMBINED CHIEFS OF STAFF RECOMMEND THE IMMEDIATE 
ESTABLISHMENT OF THE QUOTE ANZAC AREA UNQUOTE AND OF 
THE CORRESPONDING QUOTE ANZAC FORCE UNQUOTE PARA ONE 
BOUNDARIES COLON BEGINNING AT LONGITUDE 141 DEG EAST 
AT THE EQUATOR EASTWARD ALONG THE EQUATOR TO LONGITUDE 
170 DEG EAST THENCE SOUTHEASTERLY TO POINT IN LATITUDE 
20 DEG SOUTH LONGITUDE 175 DEG WEST THENCE DUE SOUTH; 

FROM POINT OF BEGINNING SOUTH ALONG MERIDIAN 141 DEGREES 
EAST TO SOUTH COAST OF NEW GUINEA THENCE EASTWARD ALONG 
SAID COAST TO MERIDIAN 143 DEGREES EAST THENCE DUE SOUTH 
III SEA AREAS ONLYJa PARA 2 X ANZAC FORCE TO BE UNDER 
STRATEGIC DIRECTION OF THE UNITED STATES EXERCISED BY 
COMMANDER IN CHIEF U S FLEET THROUGH ONE OR MORE U S 
FLAG OFFICERS ASSISTED BY ONE OR MORE FLAG OFFICERS 
NAMED BY AUSTRALIA AND SLANT OR NEW ZEALAND X PARA 3 X 
ALL PRACTICABLE USE WILL BE HADE OF NAVAL SUPPLY 
COMMUNICATION AND REPAIR FACILITIES IN AUSTRALIA AND 
NEW ZEALAND X PARA 4 X INITIAL ASSIGNMENT OF SNIPS TO 
ANZAC FORCES BRITISH 1 CARRIER UNITED STATES ONE HEAVY 
OR ONE LIGHT CRUISER AND TWO DESTROYERS NEW ZEALAND TWO 
LIGHT CRUISERS ONE AUXILIARY CRUISER AUSTRALIA TWO 
HEAVY CRUISERS ONE LIGHT CRUISER THREE AUXILIARY CRUISERS 
TWO DESTROYERS TWO ANTISUBMARINE PATROL VESSELS SIX GOO 
TON ANTISUBMARINE VESSELS PAREN REMAINDER OF AUSTRALIA 
SEAGOING FORCES NAMELY TWO LIGHT CRUISERS TWO DESTROYERS 
THREE SLOOPS TO BE ASSIGNED TO ABDA COMMAND PAREN PERIOD 
ALL OTHER AUSTRALIAN AND NEW ZEALAND NAVAL UNITS TO 
.REMAIN AT DISPOSAL OF THEIR RESPECTIVE GOVERNMENTS FOR 
LOCAL DEFENSE X THE DISPOSAL OF ADDITIONS TO DOMINION 
NAVAL FORCES WILL BE DECIDED BY AGREEMENT AT THE 
APPROPRIATE TIME. 

29 2335 SUMNER TO CINCPAC 

200 Toot 9 fathom channel developed and buoyed X Not 
difficult improving by blasting X Seanlanes can land 
and takeoff in main harbor X Believe Motu Mute Island 
could be developed for land plane base X East of 
Tahlhi for seaplane base X old chart of inner harbor 
nearly correct X No v/ater supply above native need 3 X 
Could be developed X Ready to receive ships X Ramapo 
arrived today A M 

30 2000 COMTASKFOR EIGHT TO CIHCPAC 203 

Unless assured of fuel meeting me on return route to Pearl 
anticipate necessity Task Force 8 withdrawal after 1 day 















51 0138 CI1ICPAC TO TASK FORCE COMMANDERS 


Tills message to Comtaskforce 0 for action X TaskForce 
11 with only available tanker NEOSHO departing Pearl 
2030 GCT January 31 for point 100 miles south Task 
Force 8 Fox plus 8 day rendezvous Comtaskforce 8 
221025 X Withdraw after first day at Halseys discretion 

31 1340 YOUR 302139 SEA FRONTIER IS NEW TERM FOR NAVAL COASTAL 

FRONTIER WHICH IS GENERAL CHARACTER OF ORGANIZATION IN 
THAT COMANZAC SHOULD SET UP TO INCLUDE PROTECTION OF 
COASTWISE SHIPPING. 

CINCPAC TO COMINCH 


O' 

O 




Your 292220 Compatwing Two serial 0425 of 11 July fur¬ 
nished Hydrographer contains report reconnaissance 
Ellice Islands last June which indicates Nukufetau is 
somewhat better seaplane operating area than Funafuti X 
Chart study shows former more easily defended X Unless 
landing field is to be built suggest occupying that 
place Instead of Funafuti X Request information con¬ 
templated developments whether Army or Marine personnel 
and estimated date X Para X Primary mission mobile fleet 
force mentioned your 191815 not entirely clear X At 
present and In foreseeable future considerable number 
cruisers and destroyers engaged covering or escort 
dtities Canton Christmas Bobcat Samoa Fiji Anzac area X 
A mobile striking or covering force to remain constant¬ 
ly in the area superimposed on prospective escort obliga¬ 
tions seems likely to result in principal employment of 
fleet being defense distant communication lines and re¬ 
latively weak shore positions X This would result in 
considera 1 le expenditure of resources with no commensurate 
return X Presence of a covering force In that large area 
would not relieve necessity for cruiser escorts to guard 
transports or other important ships against single raiders X 
Recommend against proposal as a guiding directive X 
CinCPac proposes operate Task Forces that area from time 
to time as situation or enemy intelligence may indicate X 
If still considered advisable to make permanent assign¬ 
ment that area los3 of one CA two DD to anzac force change 
of Phoenix for Boise attendant logistic difficulties and 
weakening of operations elsewhere suggest two cruisers 
and four DD which would be available to CinCPac for escort 
as circumstances required. 
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JAN. GCT 


31 1606 COMINCH TO CINCPAC 


PLOT OP' PROBABLE TRACKS OF CONVOYS BAKER TARE 200 BAKER 
CAST 100 AND 2030 INDICATES HEAVY CONCENTRATION 0? 
VALUABLE SHIPPING '/ILL BE SOUTH OP EQUATOR AND WEST OP 
LONGITUDE ISO WEST PROM ABOUT 7 TO 25 FEBRUARY X SUGGEST 
YOU COVER THE MOVEMENTS 0? THESE CONVOYS USING AIRCRAFT 
iN GENERAL ACCORDANCE WITH YOUR OPPLAIT 6-42 BETWEEN 
HAWAII AND NEW CALEDONIA X SUPPORT THIS AIR PATROL BY 
ONE OP YOUR STRIKING GROUPS EAST OP LONGITUDE 180 X 
I WILL ARRANGE FOR COVER AND SUPPORT BY ANZAC NAVAL 
AND AIR FORCES REMAINDER OP VOYAGE X CINCPAC CONTROL 
ROUTING OP CONVOYS 2030 BEYOND XMAS AND BAKER TARE 200 
BEYOND BOBCAT TO TAKE ADVANTAGE OP COVER XX WHAT 
ESCORT WILL YOU PROVIDE FOR BAKER TARE 200 BEYOND 
BOBCAT 
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February 1. 


rs 



Task Forces Eight and Seventeen continued their 
retirement. 

Task Force Eight approaching Task ^orce Eleven. The 
number of patrol planes at Johnston Island was increased to six 
to assist in covering these forces. Later, Vice Admiral Halsey 
reported that his force had sufficient fuel to reach Pearl. 
Apparently CHESTER and two DD are separated from ENTERPRISE and 
must conduct fueling of the DD. Admiral Halsey also reported 
that the enemy operates two-engined bombers 600 miles from Taroa 
Island, I.Ialoelap. 

The Navy Department announced the news of the attack, 
and a boost in morale all around is evident. 


The employment for Task Force Eleven must now be 
decided upon. The directive from Cominch to operate a carrier 
group in the South Pacific bears very heavily upon the situation. 


Convoy BT-200 departed from the Canal Zone today. ^ 
Task ■ L ’orce Thirteen (Op.Ord. 9-42) will take it over near Bobcafp 
where the BARRY (AP) must refuel. \ 

The TAUTOG, which is about 300 mile3 ahead of Task 
Forc6 Eight, reported two biplanes. These are thought to be 
from submarines. 


\ 


Rear Admiral Leary departed by plane for Wellington. 
He will assume the rank of Vice Admiral upon arrival Auckland, 
and take command of the Anzac Force. 


First reenforcements for Australia (COOLIDGE, MaRIPOSA) 
arrived Ilelbourne. The COOLIDGE may be sent on to Java. 

CinCAF reported that condition of BOISE makes it 
necessary to send her to Colombo for two months repairs. Pacific 
Fleet has now detached two CL3 leaving three; one CA leaving 
eleven; and tv/o DD, leaving 49. Three of Desdiv '>0 are now 
assigned to the Zest Coast Coastal Frontiers leaving division 
conmandor in the RATHBURNE to operate the sound school, to which 
has been assigned several patroi types which work with two 
S-type submarines. 

Suva reported bearings of enemy forces to the south- 
eastward^ moving eastward. These were fixed by our radio 
intelligence to be northwest of Suva, west of the Gilberts. 

Radio communication with Salanoa was established again, 
but air attacks by Japs in that area continue. 
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February 1 (Cont’d) 




Replied to Cominch 292220 that if still considered 
advisable to make permanent assignment of a force to the 
Samoan area, two cruisers and four DD should be the maximum 
and should be available for escort in that area (Aidac file 
010407). In same message recommended that Nukufetau be sub¬ 
stituted for Funafuti because it has a clearer lagoon and can 
be more easily defended. Only disadvantage is that it has 
not as much space for land aircraft. 


February 2 . 

Task Forces Sight and Seventeen continued toward Pearl; 
Task Force Eight will enter on the 5th, and Seventeen on the 
6th. Both have been at 3ea for extremely long periods and need 
rest and upkeep. The hazard of having throe carriers in port 
together for several days will be accepted. The SARATOGA will 
be ready to leave for the Coast for permanent repairs about the 
10th. 


Task Force Eleven turned south to carry out the re¬ 
mainder of its orders (10-42) to cover Canton. Plans are in 
the making to employ this force in carrying out Cominch 311606 
(covering convoys). 

GRIDLEY and FANNING (damaged) started from Pago Pago 
for Pearl. 


Six submarines are enroute to stations in the west 
including one in the East China Sea. 

In the Asiatic, Sourabaya and other points in Java 
were attacked by carrier planes. Other enemy pressure con¬ 
tinued in the southwest. He bombed Tulagi and New Guinea in¬ 
cluding Moresby. British attacked shipping at Rabaul with 
4 VP. 


February 3. 

Task Forces at sea proceeding as before. 

The Bobcat convoy departed Panama, due to arrive 
February 18. 

Supply of outlying islands is continuing, - RAIL, 
WASMUTH and SS HAWAII returned from Johnston; TANEY and BARBARA 
OLSEN are at Canton; GREBE and Y0-43 are return/from Palmyra. 

ing 
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February 3 (Continued) 

Cominch in 031600 (Aidac) informed that Funafuti 
would be selected as the outpost for Samoa and that the 
Samoan *orce of 2 cruisers and 4 destroyers would be kept 
continuously in the area. 

The MOFFETT of the BT-200 escort will guard fueling 
of the SS QUEEN ELIZABETH at Nukuhiva. 

Radio intelligence indicated that an extensive opera¬ 
tion, "MA" covering period 5-10 February will be undertaken by 
the enemy - probably attacks all along the Malay Barrier - New 
Guinea line. 

Amboina is being attacked. Air raids continue on 
Java, but Malacca is still in Dutch hands. 

Nine U.S. B-17’s attacked enemy ships at Balikpapan. 
Results indeterminate. 


February 4 . 

No change for Task Forces. 

Op. Order 11-42 was issued to Task Force 11. It 
provides for that force to cover Convoys 2030, BT-200 and 
BC-100 and reenforces it with PLATTE, being sent to Samoa, 
and CURTISS and six VP being sent to Suva. 

The escort of 2030 is Task Force Twelve (Op. Order 
8-42) and that of BT-200 we3t of Bobcat is Task Force Thirteen 
(Op. Order 9-42). 

CASE and O’BRIEN collided off the Farallones in fog. 
They returned to San Francisco but complete damage report has 
not been received. 

All enemy forces are fairly well accounted for in the 
southwest by radio intelligence, except seven BB and Cardiv 
Four. 

Enemy ships were reported off Efate. 
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February 5 . 

Task Force Eight entered. Damage to CHESTER was by 
a small instantaneous bomb; that to ENTERPRISE was from frag¬ 
ments. A most successful raid was indicated - destroyed about 
fifteen ships including cruiser, tenders, gunboats, two sub¬ 
marines, a 17,000 ton merchantman, and 35 planes for sure. 

Well developed airfields were found at Taroa and Roi Islands 
and much damage to shore installations was inflicted. Five of 
our fighters engaged fifteen enemy fighters and shot down three 
with no losses. Our chief loss was at Roi where fighters got 
4 V3B. The raid was apparently a complete surprise to the enemy. 
ENTERPRISE remained in sight of Wotje for five hours - was 
attacked by seven twin engined bombers. 

Because of number of carriers in port and the Emperor’s 
birthday, overnight leave and liberty was cancelled until further 
orders. 


CURTISS, PLATTE, WORDEN of Task Force 11; PORTER of 
Task Force 12j PENSACOLA and 4 DD of Task Force 13; departed. 

Asiatic Fleet was redesignated U.S. Naval Forces South¬ 
west Pacific, Vice Admiral Glassford in command. Admiral Hart 
in command of Combined Naval Forces ABDA area (Secnav 042030). 

Received from Cominch a request for views as to whether 
the PacFlt should relieve the pressure of the enemy in the south¬ 
west by reenforcing the ABDA and/or Anzac area or by aggressive 
operations in the Pacific Area, Including use of battleships 
(051555 Aidac). 

Enemy action in Far East continues. Submarine activity 
In the Eastern Pacific Is nil. 


February 6 . 

Task Force 17 entered. Little to add to previous re¬ 
port. No air opposition encountered except two flying boats. 
No air at Jaluit. Weather caused loss of six out of the eight 
planes lost. 

Cominch Informed that CONCORD is In SEPac Force and 
not in PacFlt. 

Received attached despatches 061513 and 062352 from 
Cominch estimating that enemy would soon strike all along the 
Southwest line including Noumea and the New Hebrides. They 
also might well raid Midway, Oahu, West Coast and Canal Zone. 
Send 3 Task Force 11 to Anzac Area (established this date) and 
reenforces with two cruisers and six destroyers from Task 
Forces 12 and 13. 
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February 6 (continued) 

Despatch orders were issued making these changes. 
HONOLULU and two DD will combine convoys 2030 and BT-200 at 
Bobcat. 


Secnav despatch 061445 (attached) changed "Naval 
Coastal Frontiers" to "Sea Frontiers". 

Enemy showed no signs of turning aside from his south¬ 
west objectives. 


February 7 . 

ComTaskForce 11 gave his plans in 070615. He will 
operate in the area between-Fiji and New Caledonia. Conanzac 
reports that he Is leaving for Melbourne Feb 10. He diverted 
the CHICAGO and PERKINS into Suva where it will join the Anzac 
Squadron. 


Six VP left for Suva In accordance with original orders 
except that they will make no search from Canton. 

Replied to Cominch 051555, 061513 and 062&32 in CinCPac 
080239 (Aldac). Pointed out that there were insufficient forces 
to conduct any offensive operations except hit and run raids 
which probably would not release pressure in southwest. Battle¬ 
ships would not fit in such operations and there are Insufficient 
light forces to raid, and also screen them. Contemplate that one 
task force will next cover in the Samoan area and one will be 
held in reserve. It was decided not to conduct further raids at 
this time because the probable results do not balance the prob¬ 
able risks. 

In response to a request from C.O., Bobcat for a tug, 
the TERN is being sent there. 

« Governor Samoa reports airfield will be ready on March 

1 for fighters on May 5 for bombers. It is not yet evident how 
this aircraft will be provided. 

A large convoy is making up in San Francisco for 
Australia. Many of the AK’s will be sent alone on dispersed 
routes. 


Cominch in 071940 informs that Marine units being 
removed from Iceland will be sent to the Pacific Fleet. He 
speaks of the need for amphibious troops here being obvious. 

Ten S-class submarines are being sent to the Far East. 
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February 7 (continued) 

Activity in the Bismarck area appears reduced. The 
enemy main attack forces are in the Molucca Area. Singapore 
continues to be hammered, and artillery is working against 
the Bataan Peninsula. 

February 8 . 

Shifts in forces are proceeding as directed for the 
"offensive” in the New Caledonia Area. 

Through a dispatch from the War Department to the 
Commanding General, Hawaiian Department, it was learned that 
Cominch desired 12 B-17’s sent to support Task Force 11. 
Arrangements are being made to send them and a plan of opera¬ 
tions is being drawn up. The TANGIER will be sent to Fiji to 
carry necessary personnel and material there. 

Comanzac gave further directions for the concentration 
of the Anzac Squadron off Fiji. 

The Commanding General, Hawaiian Department, informed 
the ABDA Command that plans for the following ferrying of air¬ 
craft was planned in February and Marchs 

22 B-17 

114 B-26 (must be set up and trained 
in Hawaii) 

8 B-25 

Except for more bombing of Java the offense in that 
area does not seem to be getting underway. 

A submarine bombarded Midway with 3 shells tonight, 
then escaped. 

February 9 . 

Task Force 11 and reenforcements proceeding as previ¬ 
ously ordered. 

During the afternoon, Cominch 092245 (Aidao) was 
received. Disagrees throughout with CinCPac 080239. Briefly, 
it informs that present employment of battleships is unsatis¬ 
factory and points out that attempts to relieve pressure in 
the southwest must be continued by offensive operations in 
the Mid-Pacific, mentioning Wake and the northern Marshalls. 
This makes the situation particularly difficult, as through 
orders of Cominch in 061513 and 062352, Task Force 11, extra 
light forces, and tankers are being tied up in the Suva Area. 
Full deliberations were held but no satisfactory solution of 
the problem could be reached. Further conference with 
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February 9 (continued) 

Vice Admiral Halsey will be held tomorrow. The War Plans 
Section Briefed Estimate is quite pertinent and is bound 
herewith. 


In response to a request of CinCPac, Vice Admiral 
Pye, was ordered to Washington for conference with Cominch, 
and left by clipper today. 

The SARATOGA left for Puget Sound today for permanent 
repairs and major alterations. 

The activity in the New Guinea area is still slack. 

The offensive against Java is holding off, but pressure against 
Singapore and Bataan is severe. The Japs have landed on Singa¬ 
pore Island. 

February 10 - 

No change made today in plan of operations. Further 
discussion was held as to employment of Task Forces Eight and 
Seventeen and the battleships, but final decision was not reached. 
As pointed out in the briefed estimate, It is very difficult 
to select an objective within reach of the Fleet (extended by 
oiling at sea) which would result In any considerable diversion 
of enemy force from the southwest. One proposal was to send 
Task Force Eight to make a sweep with Task Force Eleven as far 
as Rabaul, while holding Task Force Seventeen in reserve or 
having him attack Wake. Task Force Eight would of course be 
operating outside of the Pacific Area which is the responsibility 
of the Pacific Fleet. 

Another proposal was to raid Tokyo. This would be 
precarious due to bad weather for fueling. 

Comanzac has established himself at Melbourne. He 
is forming an Anzac Squadron under Rear Admiral Grace (R.N.) 
composed of 2 CA, 2 CL and 2 DD. This will cooperate with 
Task Force Eleven between Fiji and New Caledonia. 

Task Unit 11.1.2 (6 VP) arrived Suva. 

An enemy sub bombarded Midway again this evening. 

Two rounds, no damage; was attacked by two aircraft. 

Events are moving fast at Singapore and slowly in 
the Solomons area. Off Java and Timor strong preparations by 
the enemy are still indicated. 
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February 10 (continued) 

The Australians air attacked Gasmata, New Britain, 
which has just been occupied by the enemy. Only slight damage 
claimed. 

February 11 

Decision was reached to employ Task Forces Eight and 
Seventeen combined into one Task Force to make a coordinated 
raid on Wake and Eniwetok or other objective such as Marcus if 
Eniwetok develops as undesirable. It is feared that this will 
not divert much strength from the southwest but it is as strong 
an aggressive operation as can be undertaken at this time. 

The combined Task Force is designated as thirteen. 

Vice Admiral Halsey will depart on 13 February with 
Task Group 13.1 and Rear Admiral Fletcher on 15 February with 
Task Group 13.2. Each will hold target practice enroute. 

Cominch was informed in 120459 (Aidac). 

Patrol Squadron 91 will reenforce the Pacific Fleet 
on March 1. 

Singapore is being over-run and will probably fall 
in a day or two. 

Some enemy activity in New Guinea continues and the 
R.A.A.F. bombed ships at Gasmata again. 

CHICAGO and PERKINS of Anzac Force arrived Suva. 

Admiral Hart has given up his position in command 
of the ABDA due to ill health. The Dutch Vice Admiral Helfrich 
relieves him. 


# 
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February 12 


Prior to issue of Operation Order 15-42 to Vice Admiral 
Halsey, deference was paid to possible superstitious persons by 
changing the task force number to Sixteen. Then, in order to 
make sure connections between Admiral Fletcher's force and the 
GUADALUPE which mu3t accompany him, and is not scheduled to 
arrive at Pearl until the fifteenth, the dates of departure of 
Task Groups 16.1 and 16.2 were changed to 14 February and 16 
February respectively. 

A report was received from the CACHALOT which indicated 
little activity at Wake and none visible at Eniwetok. This is 
considered rather puzzling in regard to the latter for radio 
intelligence before the war indicated the probability of an air 
field, and the air attacks on Wake were believed to have been 
launched from there or Rongelap, which also showed no activity 
during an earlier submarine reconnaissance. Eniwetok appears to 
be even less of an OPTIMUM objective for attack than had been 
believed before. 

The NEVADA was refloated today. She will be placed in 
drydock in the near future. 

Cominch in 122200 (Aidac) directed that Admiral Leary 
who had expected to establish a command center at Melbourne, to 
rejoin his flagship, and conduct an offensive operation with 
the Anzac Force and T.F. 11 against the enemy in the Solomons- 
Bismarck area. CinCPac was directed to furnish logistic support 
for the whole operation including ammunition. Three large 
tankers had already been assigned; the British have two at Suva; 
TANGIER and CURTISS have bombs and air torpedoes. Other forms 
of ammunition must be sent. 

Task Force Eleven’s VP’s (6) started search to westward 
from Suva, but sighted nothing. 

Singapore island is still holding out. No more enemy 
landings were made yesterday at any point. 

One submarine was reported by a B-17 northeast of Canton. 
This may mean difficulty for the PORTER in protecting the Presi¬ 
dent TAYLOR while she is unloading. 


February 15 . 

Plans for Task F orce 16 are still in effect. All move¬ 
ments of escorts, and reenforcements for Task Force 11 are 
proceeding according to schedule. Task Groups 12.1 and 12.5 
(HONOLULU and 2 DD) arrived at Bobcat with Convoy 2030. PENSACOLA 
and 2 DD arriv^f Pago Pago, fueDsdfrom PLATTE and departed to join 
Task r 'orco 11. PORTER and PRES. TAYLOR arrived Canton; MORRIS 
ELLET and PRES. JOHNSTON arrivod Christmas the tenth. Twelve 
B-17's are at Nandi. 
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February 13 (Continued) 

In connection with Corninch 122200 (Aidac) Com T.F. 11 
in 140022 (Aidac) recommended to ComAnzac that the two forces 
conduct a sweep to bomb Rabaul. ComAnzac's receipt of Corninch 
122200 was much delayed because it was sent in a code which 
ComAnzac did not have available in Melbourne. When he re¬ 
ceived the despatch by means of a reencoding by CinCPac, he 
replied in 140336-140344 (attached) in which he asked for re¬ 
consideration as to embarking in his flagship in order that he 
would have access to the intelligence and communication channels 
of the ACNB. He also in 140538 asked Task f orce 11 to comply 
with Corninch 122200. In the meantime the Anzac Squadron, under 
Rear Admiral Grace departed to cover the Noumea-Suva line after 
he had conferred with the staff aviator of Task Force 11. 

Army B-24's will start reenforcing Oahu at a rate of 
four per week. 

Singapore still holds out. No other land offensives 
have started, but Dutch are apparently giving up Malacca. 

Some enemy forces are reported at both Rabaul and 
Gasmata and enemy VP's were reported 90 miles southeast of 
Rossel islands on 12th. 

February 14 . 

Task Group 16.1 departed as scheduled. 

No reports have been received from HONOLULU with convoys 
2030 and BT-200 so It is presumed they left on schedule from 
Bobcat. BT-200 now goes to Melbourne. There, some of it will 
be reloaded and taken to Noumea. Final destination of 2030 is 
not yet determined. 

The PRESIDENT TAYLOR at Canton went aground, probably 
due to losing her anchor which slipped off the anchorage shelf. 
The PORTER is with her; TANEY and SEMINOLE are being sent to her 
assistance. Disembarkation has been extremely slowdue to the 
necessity for remaining outside the lagoon and the scarcity of 
shallow draft equipment for unloading. The defense of Canton 
which is being garrisoned by the Army (TAYLOR'S loading was 
entirely directed on the mainland) is going to be most difficult. 

With the departure of the carrier of Task Group 16.1, 
the special alert was relaxed on Oahu. 

THRESHER returning from Saipan said that she had sighted 
six freighters and sunk one. 

Corninch Informed that a training carrier would arrive 
In the Pacific the latter part of April. 
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February 14 (Continued) 

Comanzac accepted the proposal of Com T.F. 11's 140022 
(Aidac)(raid on Rabaul) and enlarged upon It in his 150244 
{attached). 

The Flag Officer Commanding (FOC) the Australian 
squadron, Rear Admiral Grace, reported logistic arrangements 
and other matters to Com T.F. 11 In his 142112 (attached). 

Enemy forces in the New Britain-Solomons area were 
1 CV, 3 cruisers and 11 AP at Rabaul and a small force at 
Gasmata. Tulagi was lightly bombed. 

Singapore still holds out. 


February 15 . 

About noon received despatch 151830 (Aidac) from 
Cominch, which indicated that occasional raids in the Mandates 
are considered sufficient, and that forces should be disposed 
more to meet suspected threats of enemy forces. Suggested 
sending either Halsey or Fletcher to the Canton Area. As a 
result Rear Admiral Fletcher will go to this area, his Task 
Force redesignated Seventeen (See CinCPac 160301 with operation ✓ 
orders). Vice Admiral Halsey’s Force remains Sixteen; objective 
changed to Wake because of lack of activity reported at Eniwetok. 

Received 7/ake aerial photographs taken by an Army B-17 
yesterday. No great activity Is shown. No ships or aircraft 
visible. This was confirmed by a report from the NARWHAL. This 
planned raid will be chiefly of morale value. 

Cominch apparently accedes to Comanzac remaining ashore 
and In 141835 (Aidac) directed Vice Admiral Brown (T.F.-11) to 
take charge of offensive operations in the Bismarck-Solomons 
Area. Brown In his l&'i'i (Aidac) gives his plan for raiding 
Rabaul on Feb 21st (local) Feb 20th here. 

The PRESIDENT TAYLOR is firmly aground. Diverting 
the TANGIER to assist her was considered but was discarded 
because of her unsuitability, and the urgency of her war mission 
to support the B-17 bombers in the Anzac Area. Lt-Comdr. Curtiss 
(U.S.N.R.F. and salvage expert) is being flown down. 

The CURTISS, PLATTE and WORDEN remained one or two 
days extra at Samoa because of a garble in their orders. They 
finally proceeded to Suva today. The CURTISS must get to 
Noumea to tend the six VP which Brown is shifting there from Suva. 

Admiral Brown has made the TANGIER available to Suva 
to transport Army personnel to Townsville where the B-17's will 
base during the Rabaul operation. In CinCPac 160329 (Aidac) 
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February 15 (Continued) 


Admiral Brown was informed that we want the CURTISS returned 
for a ferry trip to the mainland as soon as possible. 

The troop convoy which arrived today reported a midnight 
submarine attack on Friday night which was unsuccessful. Other¬ 
wise the route between here and the mainland has been quiet for 
several weeks. 

SARATOGA arrived Puget Sound. 

Singapore fell today and Palenbang is being attacked. 
February 16 

Task Force Seventeen sailed as scheduled. Task Force 
Sixteen enroute Wake. 

Task Force Eleven proceeding toward Rabaul to bomb it 
on the 20th (our date). Intelligence continues to locate several 
ships in the harbor there and the Ilosho In that vicinity. The 
Australian Squadron is in support of Task Force 11. 

The KINGFISHER is being sent from Samoa to lay the 300 
mines recently landed by the Monroe at Suva. 

The TROUT ha3 commenced her return voyage from East 
China Sea, and reports sinking a 5,000 ton freighter. This Is 
the submarine which carried AA ammunition to Corregidor. She 
is now loaded vd th gold and securities from Manila. 

Coninch in 161635 (attached) informed that serious 
consideration must be given to establishing an intermediate base 
at Suva and a main base at Auckland. 

The supply of ammunition to the forces in the Anzac 
Area is still being studied. No ship is readily available. 

The enemy operations In Sumatra have been immediately 
successful, but the Dutch apparently biirned the oil facilities 
before capture. 

February 17 

Task Forces proceeding as planned. 

It was decided to employ the DOBBIN to carry ammunition 
to the Anzac Area. 

Due to a collapse in the marine railway, the PLUNGER fell 
on its side. No serious damage resulted. 
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February 17 (Continued) 

GRAMPUS reported that there is small activity at Wotje 
but a considerable number of 3hips at Kwajalein. 

President Taylor is apparently not badly damaged but will 
require 5,000 tons lightening. The Japara is already enroute with 
more material for Canton from San Francisco. Undue congestion there 
may result. 

Cominch informed that Convoy 2030 (now combined with 
BT-30 0) must go to Brisbane. BT-200 is going to Melbourne. Convoy 
2033 composed of 7 ships left San Francisco for Australia on the 
12th and a fa3t convoy of three troopships will leave on the 18th. 

Consideration i3 being given to Cominch*s despatch about 
Auckland and Suva. It is evident that CinCPac has no means with 
which to establish a base. It is also not clear whether the 
strength of the fleet is to be employed to defend Anzac or Hawaii. 

A despatch from the Commanding General, Hawaiian Department 
urging immediate sending of reenforcements already requested was 
given full concurrence by CinCPac. s v 4 i W 

i ^ a-ttdc.Me.cTJ > 

Enemy concentrations are making up against Timor and 
Batavia. A considerable convoy has just moved from Australia to 
Koepang in Timor. 

February 18. 

Task Forces proceeding as planned. 

TANGIER, carrying supporting material and personnel for 
the B-17*3 of Task Force 11 arrived and departed Samoa for Suva. 
CURTISS, tender for VP's of Task Force 11 left Suva presumably for 
Noumea, where VP's will operate and search to the northward. 

The Australian Souadron is supporting Task Force 11 from 
the rear and i3 guarding the PLATTE. KASKASKIA is enroute Suva 
and will arrive about the 27th. Other logistic support is planned - 
DOBBIN with ammunition; chartered tanker Schofield to unload into 
tanks at Pago Pago. 

Convoy BC-100, SEPULGA and TERN presumably arrived at 
Bobcat today. 

NEVADA entered drydock successfully today. 

The Australian estimate locates 12 fighters, 12 torpedo 
bombers, 24 heavy bombers and eight vessels at Rabaul. These 
forces are very evidently on the Increase. Task Force 11's D-day 
is the 20th. 
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01 0407 

CINCPAC TO COMINCH 

AIDAC 

Reply to Aldac 292220 

03 1600 

COMINCH TO CINCPAC 

AIDAC 

1 o 

04 2030 

0 

FETLOCK WILL BE ESTABLISHED 

SECNAV TO ALNAV 

042030 

FOLLOWING NET/ NAVAL COMMANDS ESTABLISHED X FORCES 
FORMERLY CONSTITUTING ASIATIC FLEET ARE NOW KNOWN 

AS QUOTE US NAVAL FORCES SOUTHWEST PACIFIC UNQUOTE X 
VICE ADMIRAL GLASSFORD COMMANDS THIS FORCE X ADMIRAL 
HART IS COMMANDER COMBINED NAVAL FORCES ABDA AREA X 
COMBINED NAVAL FORCES AUSTRALIA DASH NEW ZEALAND 

AREA HAS BEEN ESTABLISHED WITH VICE ADMIRAL LEARY 

U S NAVY IN COMMAND TITLE COMMANDER ANZAC FORCES 

05 1555 

COMINCH TO CINCPAC 

# 

AIDAC 

O 

REENFORCEMENT AND AGRESSIVE ACTION 


O 
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SECNAV TO ALL NAVAL COASTAL FRONTIER COLORS. , ALL NAVAL 
DISTRICT COMDTS., CINCPAC, CIHCLAITT 

Executive order number 09Q4 of Decenber 1G, 1941 reading 
in part quote The Connander in Chief United States Fleet 
shall liave 3uprene command of the operating forces of the 
Naval Coastal Frontier Commands unquote Is interpreted 
and supplemented as hereinafter set forth para Designation 
Naval Coastal Frontier is hereby changed to Sea Frontier 
and Naval Coastal Force is changed to Sea Frontier Force 
Para Names of former Naval Coastal Frontiers changed to sea 
Frontiers a 3 follows Colon North Atlantic to Eastern X 
Southern to Gulf X Caribbean to Caribbean X Panama to 
Panama X Hawaiian to Hawaiian X Pacific Northern to Northwest 
X Pacific Southern to Western Para a Sea Frontier to 
Connander Parcn Formerly Naval Coastal Frontier Command¬ 
er paren commands two forces Afirn Sea Frontier Force 
comprising ships and aircraft duly allocated by Cominch 
Baker Local Defense Forces comprising ships and aircraft 
duly allocated to the Component Naval Districts by Chief 
Naval Operations para A3 Commander of a Sea Frontier Force 
the Commander of a Sea Frontier Is under Cominch and In 
turn may have under him as Task Force Commanders the 
Commandants of component Naval Districts X A 3 Commander 
of the Local Defense Forces he i3 under the Chief Naval 
Operations and in turn shall have under him as Task 
Force Commanders the Commandants of the component Naval 
Districts Para Pertinent existing regulations orders 
and plans are modified accordingly 

COMINCH TO CINCPAC C0MTA5KF0R 11 CQMANZAC CP1TCF CPSIICF CPNNCF 


GIVE THIS DESPATCH IUMEDLITELY TO ADDERS IN PERSON X THERE 
ARE DEFINITE SIGNS OF A WIDESPREAD AND COORDINATED JAPANESE 
OFFENSIVE IN ABDA AND ANZAC AREAS WITHIN NEXT FEW DAYS WHICH 
BH ACCOMPANIED BY STRONG RAIDS AGAINST MIDWAY OAHU 
B F BBIBBB IIB AUSTRALIA AND POSSIBLY WEST COAST OR CANAL X 
i/JL,DIx:)I. POSITIONS AND OPERATIONS OF YOUR FORCES TO 

oppob TUNITY FOR MAKING DETACHED ENEMY VENTURES 

cos lLi for him x comtashfor n pacflt continue toward 

ANZAC AREA FOR COOPERATION 'WITH C0KA1IZAC FOR X INFORM 
ARMN r AND AUSTRALIANS X MORE TO FOLLOW 
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A FEB. GOT 

06 2352 

COM INCH TO CIIICPAC COMANZAC FORCES 

O 

SITUATION IN NORTHERN ANZAC AREA REQUIRES PROMPT ACTION 
TO CHECK ENEMY ADVANCE AND OCCUPATION X ESTIMATE ENEMY 
GARRISON AND STRONG SNORE BASE AIR MILL BE ESTABLISHED 
RABAUL NEXT PEW DAYS AND THEN ENEMY STRIKING FORCE OP 

AT LEAST 2 CARRIERS SEVERAL CRUISERS DESTROYERS POSSI¬ 
BLY BATTIE SNIPS AND AMPHIBIOUS TROOPS MILL BECOME 
AVAILABLE TO STRIKE ITEM CALEDONIA NEW HEBRIDES OR OTHER 
POSITIONS ON OUR LINE 0? COMMUNICATIONS XX C01.IANZAC 
FORCE CONCENTRATION NAVAL FORCES FIJI - NEW CALEDONIA 
AREA ALSO PRESS AND ARRANGE FOR PULL COOPERATION 

o 

AUSTRALIAN AIR FORCE INCLUDING 1 GROUP US ARMY PURSUIT 
REC :NTLY ALLOCATED XX CIIICPAC ARRANGE FOR AND DIRECT 
task FORCE 11 AUGMENTED BY SAN FRANCISCO 2 DD AND ALL 
PRACTICABLE NAVY PATROL AND ARMY BOMBER PLANES FROM 
HAWAII TO PROCEED AT ONCE TO ANZAC AREA AND COOPERaTE 
WITH COMANSAC FORCE UNDER DIRECTION OF LATTER X 

EXPEDITE PENSACOLA AND 2 DD JOINING UP BUT DO NOT 

DELAY OPERATION aY/AITING THEIR ARRIVAL X THIS ACTION 
CONSIDERED GOOD PROTECTION CONVOYS 2030 AND BAKER TARE 
200 WHICH SHOULD BE COMBINED HEAR BORA BORA THENCE 
PROCEED AUSTRALIA UNDER REDUCED ESCORT HONOLULU AND 

1 DD SUGGESTED XX CIIICPAC PROVIDE THESE FORCES WITH 

ALL POSSIBLE INFORMATION OF ENEMY 

07 0615 

COMTASKFOR 11 TO CINCPAC 

O 

After fueling present intention originator proceed on 
seven February from position 150 niles east* Ilvpo to 

?; b ? ut 800 nlles bearing 320 from Tare arriving 
MOO OOT Pobrunry 13 Ileosho In conpany ',7111 operate 

. HHUF FHHF 6 v,ho3e center is latter position 
nt.tl j.-out lo i-eb when necessary refuel v/ith all 

bf?ed n m C v U i Gl ta ^ :er in ordor reach Afirm X This 

S x 

11 0187 at 0000 ZOd 
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07 1940 COMINCH TO CINCPAC 

MARINE UNITS NOW BEING BROUGHT OUT OP ICELAND WILL 
BE ASSIGNED YOUR AMPHIBIOUS FORCE AS WILL 3 APD’S 
AND CORRESPONDING TROOPS XX OBVIOUSLY YOU HAVE URGENT 
NEED FOR AMPHIBIOUS TROOPS IN CONNECTION WITH OPERA¬ 
TIONS NOW IN SIGHT THEREFORE URGE THAT YOU REQUIRE 
ALL POSSIBLE TRAINING ESPECIALLY SHIP TO SHORE OF 
ALL MARINE AND ARMY TROOPS COMPRISING YOUR AMPHIBIOUS 
FORCE EVEN THOUGH SUCH TRAINING HAS TO BE CARRIED OUT 
PIECEMEAL WITH SUCH AP'S AS YOU CAN MAKE AVAILABLE X 



08 0239 


CINCPAC TO COMINCH 

Aldac 

Reply to Comlnch 051555, 061513, 062352. 


09 2245 COMINCH TO CINCPAC 



Aldac 

CONTINUOUS EFFORT TO DAMAGE ENEMY SHIPS AND BASES 


12 0459 CINCPAC TO COMINCH 


Aldac 

Reply to Comlnch 092245. Proposed operations. 



12 2200 


COMINCH TO COMANZAC 

Aldac 

Return to flagship and conduct offensive in Solomon' 
Bismarcks. 


O 
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FEB GCT 


14 0022 

O 


T.F. 11 to COMANZAC 

Aidac 

Recommends Rabaul raid. 


14 0336 



14 0338 




COMANZAC to COMIWCH 

Part 1 of my 0344Z 14th. Your 122200 total ships 
available my command one Australian 8 inch cruiser, 

2 New Zealand 6 inch cruisers, USS CHICAGO, and 2 
U.S. destroyers. Rear Admiral Commanding Australian 
Squadron is in command and is cooperating with Brown. 
By leaving Melbourne I will cut myself off from all 
direct contact with RAAP and the very complete com¬ 
munications, intelligence and operational facilities 
of navy organization here which I cannot duplicate. 

I have to work everything through naval boards of 2 
dominions and it is my considered judgement that 
command of Anzac Force can best be exercised from 
here. By embarking in my flagship I frequently must 
break radio silence for proper and efficient execution 
of numerous tasks assigned me. 

COMANZAC to COMINCH 

Part 2 of my 0344Z/14 x After several conferences with 
both Australian and New Zealand naval boards, US Army 
General, and US Naval Attache Melbourne there is gen¬ 
eral agreement that US ordered commander must base 
ashore to coordinate many activities and problems 
constantly arising this area x I had arranged to 
utilize my aviation operations drafting officers and 
intelligence staff jointly with those of Vice Admiral 
Royle, Chief of Australian Naval Staff and work in 
same building with the Chief of Air Staff who also 
uses same intelligence and communication facilities x 
All these advantages will be denied me by trying to 
operate from cruiser x No immediate addition to my 
force in sight and as my task includes responsibility 
for protection shipping I will be unable to have any 
information on which to base decision as how best to 
employ the very few vessels available. 


w 
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14 0340 


COMANZAC to COHINCH 

Part 3 of my 0344Z 14th x Refer your 1222000 in order 
conduct offensive operations we must accumulate addi¬ 
tional aircraft in northeast Australia see my 0758Z 
13th x I can only arrange for this and for shifting 
location of few heavy bombers now in Suva by remaining 
here x All United States aircraft available in Australia 
are being sent NEf or Darwin and RAAP is inadequate for 
present assignments x I request to be informed what 
additional aircraft will be sent me besides the 12 
B-17's now enroute Suva x Present operations were in¬ 
itiated to afford protection to convoy proceeding Xray 
as per your 062353 x I now understand you authorize 
operations as far to westward as Brown and I deem 
possible x In order carry out your instructions I con¬ 
sider it essential to operate from location where 
maximum communications and information are available 
to me in order that I may keep Brown fully informed x 
Part 4 follows x 


14 0344 COMANZAC to COMINCH 




Part 4 and final of my 0344Z/14 x I repeat that my 
considered judgement with which VAdm Royle and 
Commodore Parry completely agree is that operational 
command can only be exercised from Melbourne where 
complete facilities for communications and intelli¬ 
gence exist x I request reconsideration x Can depart 
Sydney 19th Peb on an armed merchant cruiser HMNZS 
Monowai which vessel now enroute here with all my 
codes staff equipment and personnel this will permit 
me to join Chicago at Suva about 25th Peb at which 
time must detach 2 six inch cruisers to escort 
important convoy to Xray leaving me only 2 cruisers 
and 2 destroyers with Australian Flag Officer second 
in command x Request reply in this system 


14 0538 COMANZAC TO COMTASKFORCE 11 


Please comply Cominch 122200 
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GCT FEB 
14 1835 


COMINCH to CINCPAC and COMANZAC for COM T.F. 11 



Aidac 

Vice Admiral Brown take charge of operations in 
northern Anzac area. 


14 2112 


:> 
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FOC AUSTRALIAN SQD to COMTASKFOR 11 

Your 0247/14 not to NOC Fiji number 140033 not re- 
ceivedx Para x 25000 tons fuel now at Suva x Naval 
tanker FALKEFJELL with 10,400 ton3 due Suva today 15th 
and tanker British Colony due 18th or 19th Feb to re¬ 
plenish Suva tanks to capacity 7250 tons x Para x 3 x 
FALKEFJELL fitted for fueling warships at sea but 
loaded speed only 9 knots. Para 4 x Assuming ships to 
be fueled to stowage capacity, and allowing for (a) 
cruising speed 20 knots, (b) steam for full speed at 
30 minutes notice, (c) 12 hours at full speed, (d) 

10$ effective fuel remaining, (e) destroyers are com¬ 
pleted with fuel from 8” cruisers after 70 hours 
steaming at 20 knots, then maximum operational endur¬ 
ance is 2750 miles x This distance is endurance of 6'* 
cruisers which would not be refueled at sea from 8” 
cruisers x Para 5 x At 2300/14 February Squadron will 
be short of fuel to the equivalent of 400 miles at 20 
knots x Para 6 x Should you wish to make NEOSHO or 
PLATTE available to fuel Anzac squadron at sea, 
FALKEFJELL is available to replenish them as directed 
by you x Para 7x1 suggest it would be advantageous 
for me to meet you at sea and come on board LEXINGTON 
for discussion x I now intend to be in position 18 Deg 
20 min south 173 Deg 00 min east at 0001/16 Feb and 
will continue towards Point Peach at 15 knots until 
0500/16 when course of Anzac Squadron will be reversed x 


15 0244 COMANZAC to COMTASKFOR 11 

(1) Concur in Rabaul operation outlined yo\ir 0022Z/14 x 




(2) Send all B-17 bombers to Townsville for operation under 
and with all available Australian Air forces for coor¬ 
dination attacks x Australian Air Force will conduct 
daily search of Rabaul dash Port Moresby dash Tulagi 
area which will require all Australian Catalinas x 

(3)My ( word apparently left out ) Indicates that PBY's 
should not be utilized for daylight attacks in view 
of fighter opposition but operations have been conducted 
successfully at night x Necessary your PBY's base Noumea 
and take over reconnaissance Noumea dash Tulagi area 
now being conducted by Australian Catalinas or search 
as you desire x 


(Cont'd next page) 
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15 0244 (Continued) 

(4) Use Anzac Squadron as you desire x 

(5) Australian Air Force will coordinate attack of all 
available planes from continent on date and at hour 
set by you x 


15 1030 COMINCH to CINCPAC 


Aidac 

CHANGE IN PLAN FOR FLETCHER. 



16 0329 


16 1635 



CINCPAC to T.F. 11 


Aidac 

Instructions for AV's x 
COMINCH TO CINCPAC, COMANZAC 

SERIOUS CONSIDERATION MUST BE GIVEN AT ONCE TO THE 
PREPARATION CF SUVA AS AN ADVANCE OR INTERMEDIATE 
OPERATING BASE AND OF AUCKLAND AS A MAIN OPERATING 
BASE IN SOUTH FA CIFIC BOTH BECAUSE OF STRATEGIC 
CONSIDERATION PREMISED ON PROBABLE PRESSURE OF 
EVENTS. 
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BRIEFED ESTIVATE OF THE SITUATION QjJ) 

5 February, 1942. 

1. The Japanese are being successful in all of their 
advances from Malaya to New Ireland. Singapore will probably 
fall very shortly - reenforcements, even if underway, could 
not be of the types and in the quantities to save it. The 
Batan Peninsula will probably hold out for some time, but 
reenforcement for it is most unlikely. Enemy air raids, 
including carrier planes, have started against Java, and 
enemy bases are being established at Balikpapan and Kendari 
to which Amboina will soon be added. Java, Flores and Timor 
are very evident objectives for future landing attack. The 
enemy is operating from Rabaul, and Kavieng and has reconnoit- 
ered and air raided extensively In eastern New Guinea and the 
Solomon Islands. Be has also observed the New Hebrides freq¬ 
uently. His first air raids against Port Moresby have just 
been made. Radio intelligence indicates much activity at the 
Pelew Base and some at Truk. A large attack force has been 
organized in a plan designated M MA". 

This is believed to be against Java, and also 
against New Guinea and possibly New Caledonia, for the British 
report eleven transports or auxiliaries at Rabaul, which might 
indicate further landing attacks are Impending in that area. 
Moresby and Noumea would be tempting objectives. 
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2. The disposition of the enemy’s important naval forces 
is believed to be somewhat as follows: 

BB’s 2 damaged 

2 operating as support for carriers. 

6 or 7 in a covering force operating between 
the Homeland and the Pelews, probably spending 
a considerable time at anchor to save fuel. 

Truk or Ulithl may be used as a fueling point 
occasionally. 

CV»s Cardiv One - south of Truk, engaged In the attacks 
on and near Rabaul. 

Cardiv 2 - probably making the attacks on Java. 

Cardiv 3 - RYUJO off Malaya; 

HOSHO enroute Truk from Yokosuka. 

Cardiv 4 - unlocated. 

Cardiv 5 - Shokaku near Truk, ZUIKAKA near 
homeland. 

Even the Fourth Fleet cruisers and destroyers have 
apparently not been In the Marshalls for some time, but have 
been based on Truk and working against the Solomon Area. 

Actual observation of the Eastern Marshalls discovered only 
one ctu iser. 

3. Our own operation in the Marshalls has apparently 
diverted some air forces from other points, but little else. 

The Australians are continuing to conduct weak bombing attacks 
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against enemy shipping at Rabaul, and a few remaining air 
forces in Java are inflicting some damage on enemy transports 
and light forces in that area, but little impedance has resulted 
to the enemy's progress, Asiatic submarines have obtained 
unexpectedly small results. Our Asiatic destroyers made one 
successful night attack but the surface forces available at 
Java can easily be overpowered by the forces Japan has avail¬ 
able. 


4. Except for the recent raid, our fleet has been 




engaged in covering territories and communications with carriers 
(of which three are now available) and light forces. We have 
four BB available at San Francisco now, and can have two avail¬ 
able in four days and one on the 21st. The Anzac Force is be¬ 
ing formed but is weak and the time of arrival of its one 
carrier is uncertain. 

5. Any hope that the enemy may be extending himself be- 
yorid his means of supply seems to be in vain. He gets along 
with simple equipment, minimum food, and is also living off 
the land to a large extent. Aircraft and aviation gasoline are 
critical supplies but he is still delivering them where they 

do him the most good. 

6. From the foregoing it is apparent that we must 
examine exhaustively how the Pacific Fleet can best contribute 
to the retardation and eventual stopping of the enemy advance. 
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MISSION 

7. In line with our own conclusion Cominch has asked 
for comment in regard to the methods of relieving pressure in 
the Southwest Pacific. He advances the idea that this may be 
done by reinforcing the Anzac and/or ABDA forces, or by vigor¬ 
ous offensive action in the Pacific Fleet Area including the 
employment of battleships. He points out that such vigorous 

action would incidentally reduce the necessity for escorts in 

Eastern 
the/Pacific. 

Our mission is taken to be: 

"To so employ the TJ.S. Pacific Fleet as to best 
relieve the enemy's pressure against ABDA and 
Anzac forces and territory in the Southwest 
Pacific." 

ENEMY COURSES 

8. The enemy's action for the past month and a half 
has verified the estimate made on 24 December that he would 
prosecute and consolidate his offensives in the Far East to 
and including Australia before he would make a strong move in 
the Mid-Pacific. He has not made even minor raids, except by 
submarines, in our area and has removed some forces from the 
Marshalls. It Is therefore again stated that his course of 
action continues to be: 

To employ all the forces that can be made available 
to capture and consolidate all land areas in the Far East. 
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In so doing he will continue to employ hi3 naval forces 
to support the land attacks and air attacks, and to cover the 

attack forces and their communications. It Is probable that 

♦ 

his battleship strength plus one or two of the carriers which 
are unlocated are employed in the covering task. 









OTSTN COURSES 

9. The success of any course that we adopt depends 
somewhat on how the enemy reacts to it. Predictions as to 
psycholo ical reactions, particularly of the Japanese, are 
difficult. Any raids against the enemy's territory and commun¬ 
ications may cause him to divert some of his forces from the 
southwest. They would not be sure to do so unless they were 
sustained enough to inflict appreciable damage on installations, 
forces or shipping which is directly supporting his present 
offensives. For instance, he probably will not divert forces 
to fully replace his losses In the Marshalls, arguing that 
even If we capture some of them, we could not, for some time 
to come, bring sustained effort against his present operations. 
Thus If we adopt the proposed vigorous action we must make it 
against objectives which will hurt, and make it as sustained as 
possible. Our decision as to adopting this course depends very 
much upon its feasibility. Fuel and bases and relative strengths 
are the considerations. Before examining these further, a com¬ 
parison between the two proposed courses will be made: 
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ADVANTAGES 


o 


A 


Reenforcenent of Anzac and/ 

or ABDA« 

(1) Some though limited bases 
are near the areas of active 
operations. 

(2) More chance of coming to 
grips with important enemy 
forces. 

(3) Possibility of finding 
troop convoys enroute, or 
forces in the midst of a 
landing attack. 

(4) Covers our line of 
communication to Australia 
where it is most in danger. 


Aggressive Action 



(1) Has covering effect for our ter¬ 
ritory and important lines of 
communication. 

(2) Base, though distant from vital 
enemy areas, is complete and well 
protected. 

(3) Concentrated forces can be used 
in areas which the enemy may be 
guarding lightly due to the commit¬ 
ments of his offensives. 

(4) Nearer the U.S. Mainland which 
must furnish much of the logistic 
support to any area of operations 
in the Pacific Basin. 


DISADVANTAGES 


(1) Bases are most Inadequate, 
particularly for carriers. 

Those in the ABDA area, except 
Darwin, are already under 
heavy air attack. 

(2) Disperses our forces to 
such an extent, that If we pro¬ 
vide a reenforcement which would 

be strong enough to meet the 
forces already used in that 


(1) Either seizing of a fuelin base 
or fueling at sea, must be under¬ 
taken in order to reach vital enemy 

areas. 

(2) Without a nearby base, the 

of a 

action cannot be/sustained nature. 

We have no troops ready to seize an 
advanced base. 
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area, we would denude the 
Pacific Area. 

(3) Although action may be 
slightly more sustained than 
the operations which could be 
undertaken in the Pacific Area, 
they have the disadvantages of 
frontal attack as opposed to a 
flank attack against communica¬ 
tions. 

(4) Even including the shore fuel 
storages, the logistic situation 
is precarious, and will suffer 
from making in haste such a tre¬ 
mendous shift of base. 

1 0. The basic question is one the answer of which is out 
of our hands: 

(1) Are we going to gamble all upon securing Australia 

as a base of future operations against the enemy, and leave our 
Pacific Area open to attack, or 

(2) Are we going to protect our own vital territory and 
communications while doing what we can in bold operations against 
the enemy’s flank? 

It is believed that the second course of action is 
preferable if we decide that we can execute the bold operations 
against objectives which, if damaged, would really hamper the 


(3) Except by containing or 
diverting, does not provide pro¬ 
tection to the Australian route 
where it is most threatened. 
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SECRET' 



Japanese effort to the southward. 

Possible objectives and the feasibility of attacking 
then will therefore be examined. 




11. Objectives - Japanese Homeland 

Truk 

Saipan 

Bonins 

Eastern Marshalls - Wake 
Eniwetok - Ponape 

None of the above objectives can be operated against 
safely without fueling at sea, and against none can really 
sustained pressure be maintained. Each i3 considered separately 
as follows: 






Homeland - Advantages 

(1) No outposts guarding east coast. 

(2) Strong psychological effect - particularly in U.S . 

(3) Some damage to enemy war effort. 

(4) Best intelligence to date indicates that, if 
our available battleships were at hand, we would 
not encounter forces which were superior. 

Pisadvantage s 

(1) Weather along route is almost universally unfavor¬ 
able for fueling. Employing an Aleutian harbor might 























0 

help, but weather is also bad there and some units 
would still have to be fueled at sea. 

(2) Due to dispersion and multiplicity of objectives, 
it would be difficult to cause large and effective 
military damage. 

(3) Psychological effect on Japanese may be over¬ 
rated due to their regimentation and control of 
public information. This would be particularly 
true if the damage created was less than they have 
pictured in their apprehension over our carriers. 

(4) Because we could not make repeated attacks, the 
Japanese high command might refuse to divert any 
forces from their present offensives. (This of course 
might apply to any of the listed objectives). 

(5) Though enemy air forces might not be great in 
number, the multiplicity of fields in the vicinity 
would make it impossible to immobilize a large 
percentage of them by surprise attack on the ground. 

(6) Distance involved would require about 40# more 
fueling than a raid on the Marshalls. 
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Truk - Advantages 


^ / f, (1) It is an important advanced based which is being 

used extensively in the attacks in the New Guinea 

/ 't/ * >' 

area. Australian reconnaissance has shown many ships 
in the anchorage, congested airfields, a floating dry 
■ \ dock and considerable building. A strong attack 

against this concentrated objective, particularly 

s -s > L t i/t.i found 

if it many ships, either naval or supply and transport 


types, would definitely interfere with the Japanese 
advance - both by the destruction of logistic support 


' -‘r, U 

^ IBM 

and probable increase in the defending forces against 




to his advance fcrcos and by the necessary replacement 



r c 
< t -i 


another attack. 


I ,,tT. 

ft . 
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(2) There are directions of approach clear of outposts. 

(3) Weather should give reasonable chance of successful 
/ fueling. 

(4) There is a chance that our battleship group, if 

t f J 

employed in the operation might encounter important 
enemy forces in inferior numbers. 

Pisadvantagos 

(1) The northeast approaches, while fairly clear, can 
be covered by aircraft from Wake, Eniwetok, Marcus and 
Hall Islands. Thus the hazard of discovery during 
approach i3 considerable. For the same reason there 
is good chance of being intercepted by land-based 


, i, A ( ft 



Jf* ^ 

tfft'* ' 

/'; fit * '■< v 

/■f"'- /vf f n ; r - / J 



bombers. 
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(2) The distance involved requires about 50 % more 
fueling than a raid on the Marshalls. 

(3) The defenses are probably stronger than the 
Marshalls and include larger guns to oppose bombard¬ 
ment. 

Bonin-Saipan - Advantages 

(1) Being nearer the Homeland than the other island 
objectives there would be more psychological effect. 
Saipan is an important administrative center. 

(2) Approach is free from outposts except Marcus. 

(3) Air opposition at Port Lloyd should not be very 
strong. Saipan is believed to be a well equipped 
staging point but would not necessarily have large 
number of aircraft present. 

Disadvantages 

(1) These bases will probably offer little shipping 
and few facilities which, if damaged, would appreci¬ 
ably hamper the enemy’s present war effort. Port 
Lloyd is a small harbor and Saipan has one only for 
Bmall craft. 

(2) Bad weather is probable off Port Lloyd but 
better than in the Homeland area. 

(3) The distance is practically as great as to the 
Homeland. 











Marshalla-Wake - Advantage s 


O 

© 


(1) Closest to Hawaii. 

(2) Weather favorable for fueling. 

(3) Less danger from shore defenses, particularly 
where we attacked last. 

(4) Wake has some psychological advantages in 
connection with U.S. sentiment. 

Disadvantages 

(1) Offer least chance of diverting forces from the 

southwest. 

, . At? 

\2) May offer suitable objectives to damage - no 

A 

important mobile forces liable to be found there. 


— / Eniwetok-Ponape - Advantages 

' •• '' / /V / - 

(1) Being deeper in the enemy territory than the 
v .7 \ s / Eastern Marshalls, an attack against them might 

-x/ l - 


retract more enemy forces. 


v? vv . ({ (2) Ms Waks as an outpost to the northward. 

~f f ~. // (3) Weather favorable for fueling. 

(4) Distance less than Truk-Homeland line. 

AJl 




i . f? Disadvantages 

(1) No good information as to activities at these 

:./ W - t { /*f »- 

places. (This may rectified at Eniwetok by expected 


O 


submarine report). 

(2) Little shipping would be found at Ponape as no 
good harbor exists. 
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(3) Advance and retirement would be roundabout to avoid 
Marshalls. -12- 
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(b) The lack of probable objectives at present in 
the Eastern Marshalls, Eniwetok and Ponape and thewlack of 
drawing power prevents them from being the best choice. 


(c) It is considered that, if we can employ four or 


more battleships as a support force, a raid should be made on 
Truk; if battleships are not used a raid should be made on 
Port Lloyd or Saipan or both. 

(NOTE: Having been ordered to send a considerable force to the 
Anzac Aroa, there are not enough light forces remaining to 
permit employment of battleships. Therefore our second choice, 
if we mako another raid, is forced upon us, - namely "To raid 
the Bonin-Saipan Area with two carriers"). 
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February 19 
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Task Force Eleven when it was spotted at 1137 (local) 
by two four-engined scouts 400 miles east of Rabaul decided to 
turn back for fuel because surprise would be absent the next 
day and the fuel situation would preclude any delay. These two 
planes were, shot down but five hours later the force was attacked 
by about^neavy bombers, of which 12 to 20 were shot down without 
damage to our 3hips. Commander Task Force 11 is continuing his 
retirement for fuel (see despatches 200237 and 200753 attached). 
Comanzac in his 200734 stated that attack on Rabaul should be 
made soon to prevent enemy attack on Fort Moresby. The number 
of ship 3 sighted by reconnaissance at Rabaul was"18. 

It was decided to include the BRIDGE in the logistic 
support for the southern forces, and to escort the three ships 
(SCHOFIELD, DOBBIN are the other two) with two light minelayers 
which can lay mines at Samoa. 

The TAYLOR is still fast aground, and weather unfavorable, 
the SONOMA has been despatched to assist. 

Received by despatch from the MILWAUKEE which had left 
Bobcat on the 16th, that Convoy BT-200 was turned over to Task 
Force 12 (HONOLULU, 2 DD) on schedule on the 14th. MILWAUKEE 
and MOFFETT are Atlantic Fleet forces returning thereto. One 
CL and one DL of the SE Pacific Force will return immediately to 
pick up a new convoy, and the others will remain at Bobcat until 
the defenses, which were supoosed to arrive yesterday, are 
established. 

The SUMNER In a separate despatch reports preparation and 
survey of the harbor well underway, and that large ships negotiate 
the channel readily. 

Bad news comes from Port Darwin. Two air raids totalling 
ninety-five olanes did much damage Including sinking the PSARY 
and six cargo ships. These were part of the convoy which was 
going to Koepang, but had turned back after an air attack at 
sea. Most disturbing, 10 P-40's were shot out of the air and only 5 
enemy planes were shot down. 

ComSouWestPac Force reports a battle off Bali in which 
U.S. destroyers and Dutch cruisers attacked a landing expedition. 
Results indeterminate but cruiser JAVA badly damaged. 

Radio Intelligence was checked by the GRAYLING which sighted 
the IIOSHO off Truk. 


240 











February 20 . 






There is no further news of Task Force 11. Radio 
Intelligence indicates that the enemy was stirred up by the 
contacts and is probably conducting urgent operations in connect¬ 
ion with the location and interception of this force. RDF indi¬ 
cates that the Hosho, formerly thought to be near New Britain, 
is northwest of Ponape. 


The Tangier will remain at Suva until further orders. 
She, however, moved to Nandi on the same island. 



Other Task Forces proceeding as planned, 
of Vice Admiral Halsey’s attack is not known - Feb 
Hawaiian date, is a reasonable guess. 


though date 
22nd, 


Operation Order No. 16-42 was issued to Task Force 
19, the logistic force, due to depart for Samoa tomorrow. 

In Cominch 201830 the transfer of the Hornet, Vincennes, 
Nashville, one modern DD division and one large tanker to Pacific 
Fleet was directed. They will leave the East Coast about March 1. 



In Cominch 201940 (attached) he directed the forming of 
an amphibious force under a flag officer. 



All signs point to continued concentration of the 
enemy on the job at hand, namely the conquest of the Malay Barrier 
(now Java, as he is on Sumatra, Bali and Timor). The great 
question is whether he will continue after Australia and New 
Zealand or will he first consolidate the N.E.I. It Is the 
estimate of the War Plans section that he will soon try to 
capture Port Darwin and Port Moresby at least. 


February 21 

Still no news from the task forces, but there was inter¬ 
cepted a despatch from Comanzac to Comtaskfor 11 informing him 
that Army and Australian planes from Australia would attack Rabaul 
on Feb. 23rd, local. 


The departure of Task Force 19 was delayed until tomorrow. 



A large evacuation convoy including the Lurline and the 
Aquitania left this afternoon. 



24 



















February 21 (Cont'd) 





No information was received of the salvage operations 
on the Taylor. The porter can remain three days more and the 
Taney seven. The former was ordered to proceed to Palmyra when 
necessary and await orders. 


Plans are being made to send about 20,000 troops from 
the Mainland to the other large islands of the Hawaiian Group, - 
about 17,000 arriving in one convoy early in March. It will be 
noted from the Commanding General's despatch of the 19th that he 
has again requested a second division for these Islands. 


• Other messages concerning bases in the south Pacific were 
received, Comanzac's 210430, 210435, and 210516 and Cominch's 
211600 (all appended). In this connection a personal letter from 
CNO was recently received asking if the Hawaiian Islands were 
strongly enough protected by the Army and district forces to permit 
the Fleet to be "f ootfree. ” The CinC's reply was In the negative 
and the general's despatch was referred to. Reference was also 
made to the frequent requests by the Commandant for adequate forces. 


A discussion was held as to what was probably making up 
In regard to the employment of large fleet forces in the Australian- 
New Zealand Area. The consensus of opinion seemed to be that such 
employment was basically unsound because of the difficulties of 
supply and repair (no drydock for carrier or battleship) and 
because of the resulting exposure of U.S. territory to attack. 
However, that area is the one in which our forces will meet 
advancing enemy forces, and we may be forced to make the move 
due to political or "desperation strategical" considerations. 



Radio Intelligence continued to indicate an alerted 
Wake-Mandate-Rabaul area, but no indications of any change in 
distribution of surface forces. 


Apparently the Dutch and U.S. forces inflicted consider¬ 
able damage on the enemy landing force at Bali, but did not prevent 
a landing in considerable force.. 


February 22 

Still no news of the progress of the three active Task 
Forces. Task Force Eleven presumably finished fueling today. 

W' Task Force Sixteen should have attacked Wake today. Task Force 
Seventeen i3 presumably in his area WSW of Canton. 



Army and Australian bombers presumably raided Rabaul 
today but reports of result have not yet been received. 
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February 22 (Continued) 

Task Force Nineteen (logistic support) got away for 
Suva today. 

The situation at Canton remains bad. The weather has 
been such that neither salvage nor unloading of the President 
Taylor has been proceeded with. The Japara will arrive there 
in a few days. Extra barges are being sent down but they will 
not arrive for about two weeks. 

Cominch in 222200 directed that Tongatabu (code name 
"Bleacher") be prepared as an intermediate operating base suit¬ 
able for sheltering a carrier. The Sumner is being ordered there 
from Bobcat to conduct a survey and make other preparations 
within her capabilities. Cominch based this selection on the 
premise that Suva cannot be developed as such a base. 

Another directive from Cominch was received, concerning 
the offensive employment of submarines (221729 attached). This 
directive is already being complied with in that all patrol sta¬ 
tions now occupied are in the Western Pacific - including Truk, 
Saipan and Port Lloyd. The Trout, enroute here, sank a small 
patrol vessel north of the Bonin3. 

The enemy has definitely landed on Timor and Bali, 
but not yet on Java. 

Radio intelligence indicated that twenty-five heavy 
bombers were moving from either the Pelews or Truk to Rabaul. 

Commandant 14th Naval District ha 3 recommended to 
Secnav the deportation of all Japanese males under 50 who are 
aliens or who have been educated or trained in Japan. 

February 25 

Comtaskfor 11 in 232214 (Aidac) reported that, due 
to the impossibility of effecting surprise, he would withhold 
attack on Rabaul until he has another carrier to assist him. 

In 232146 and 232156 he reported further on the encounter with 
enemy aircraft on the 19th. Our VF’s and VSE's shot down 16 or 
17 out of the 18 Jap planes which attacked, and their bombing was 
ineffectual. Apparently Task Force 11 has not been able to fuel 
from the PLATTE as yet. 
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February 23 ^Cont'd) 

Enemy urgent radio activity began at Wake at 0730 
(Wake time) and continued all day. This indicates an attack by 
Task Force Sixteen but nothing has been heard from that force. 
The enemy was apparently ordering submarines to intercept and 
RDF showed one or two in the vicinity of Wake. 

The -unloading of the President Johnson at Christmas 
was completed today and it, with MORRIS and ELLET^ is enroute 
Honolulu. 


Received word that the fuel situation on the east 
coast of Australia is critical and also the supply of aviation 
gasoline at Suva. T: e latter can be remedied from some of our 
supply ships in the area. The former situation is difficult of 
solution. It was visualized in Cincpac's 21 0309 of January. 

Opnav (231417), contrary to recommendation by Cincpac, 
directed that a flag officer under supervision of Combasefor 
be charged with the maintenance of battleships carriers and 
cruisers. Cincpac's recommendation was to permit the shore- 
based administrative offices of Type Commanders to continue 
the function. 

No great changes were noted in the activities of 
the enemy. Apparently allied successes off Bali are holding 
up the attack on Java. There were several despatches which 
indicated some interception and possible decrypting of our 
call system. 

February 24 

Still no word from Task Force Sixteen though the enemy 
at Wake continues sending an occasional urgent message, and a 
concentration of submarines was making up in that area. Task 
Force Seventeen also unheard, and, due to bad weather is 
probably having trouble in refueling at sea. 

Two despatches (232158 and 232208) were received from 
ComTaskFor 11 on the subject of logistics. These were replied 
to by Cincpac in 250125 and 250427. Also two despatches were 
received from Comanzac on the subject of the Rabaul attack. 
(250100 and 250430 attached). Cincpac, in his 251209 (Aidac) 
to Cominch, acceded to the idea that it was desirable to have 
Task Force 17 join Task Force 11 for an attack on Rabaul. 

Included were recommendations (l) that the command relationships 
be clarified and (2) that, due to logistic difficulties, at least 
one force should retire from the area after the attack. The air 
attack by Army bombers, etc., on the 22d was somewhat abortive 
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February 24 (Cont'd) 

due to weather. Two reached objectives - results unknown, and 
one landed in a swamp. 

The Japara arrived for unloading at Canton. The weather 
is still bad and the Taylor is still unloaded. Either one or 
both of her engines is damaged so that she will probably require 
towing after she is refloated. The Robin was sent with one 
large and three small lighters which will assist with future 
unloading. 

Five more commercial tankers have been made available 
to this Fleet and four more are promised for March. 

No new moves by the enemy are evident, and our small 
forces in Java continue to hammer at enemy convoys. Moresby 
received a rather heavy raid. 

An enemy submarine bombarded the California coast 
yesterday and there were two air alarms in the Los Angeles area 
dueing the night. 

February 25 


No news from any of the three major task forces except 
that a despatch (260458) from Vice Admiral Brown (T.F.ll) informed 
that he does not nov/ consider an attack on Raba\al, even with two 
carriers^, advisable. Also no reply was made by Cominch to the 
proposal by Comanzac for a two-carrier attack. 

Received suggestion from Cominch as to possible use of 
Puget Sound and Gulf of California as training areas (261530). 

The TANGIER will go to Vila (Efate) to tend the six 
patrol planes which are operating with Task Force 11. 

A decoded enemy report indicated that a special air 
search may have been conducted for Vice Admiral Halsey's force 
on the 23rd (the day he is assumed to have attacked). 

Convoy plans are being made for the movement of the 27th 
Army Division to the outlying large islands of the Hawaiian Group. 
Also for further movements of U.S. troops to Australia. The plans 
for the garrisoning of New Caledonia have been received recently. 
Troops (eventually totalling 20,000) of the BT-200 convoy will 
return there from Melbourne departing about March 15th. 

Further enemy traffic regarding our call system mentioned 
papers captured at AA (almost surely ’Vake). 
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February 25 (Cont'd) 

A large enemy convoy has been spotted north of Java 
and Comsouwest Pacific has ordered five cruisers and nine 
destroyers to attack it until destroyed. 

A Japanese message to Berlin mentioned that Japan 
will be unable to sustain losses at the present rate. 

Februar:^ 26 

Still no news from Task Force 16.and Task r orce 17 is 
3till quiet. Also nothing was received during the day from 
Task Force 11. 

A long despatch (261630) came from Cominch. This did 
not materially clarify the command relationships in the northern 
Anazac area and contains no assurance that an attack against 
Rabaul will be made. The great difficulties in connection with 
the operations in that area are logistics and the lack of bases. 
It appears; that the LEXINGTON cannot enter any harbor except 
Sidney. i he fuel situation has been discussed before. It is 
precarious indeed. The NEOSHO will depart for that area again 
on Saturday; and the KASKASKIA is arriving Suva today. Task 
Force Nineteen (logistic Group) will arrive Samoa on 3 March. 

Deliberations as to what Cincpac must do, and how, 
will be held tomorrow. 

Vice Admiral Pye returned from Washington today. The 
chief and most disturbing report was that no over-all plan has 
been adopted. We don't know how "all-out" our help is to be 
to Australia. 

No new enemy moves were reported yesterday. The Burma 
Road has bren cut and Rangoon is about to fall. Incidentally 
the PHOENIX is escorting from Freemantle a convoy for Rangoon 
which will probably be diverted to Colombo.. The BOISE is 
undergoing repairs at the latter place. 

Of interest is a directive to Comsowestfor from Cominch 
to have one submarine always available to General McArthur and 
to send munitions by subs on this duty. 
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February 2^ 

The only despatch received from the task forces today was 
Comtaskfor 11's 270542 which stated necessity for provisions prior 
15 March and that Sydney was the only harbor that the carrier* 
(LEXINGTON) could enter. 

Comanzac in 270045 assured Cominch that Anzac Force was 
not being controlled by the ACNB. 

The deliberations, as to Cincpac's action as a result of 
Cominch 2G1630 were completed, and despatches 280417 and 280559 
were sent out. In general they provide for TF 17 joining TF 11 
as soon as possible so that an attack on Rabaul could be made. 

In any case TF-11 is to depart for Pearl about the middle of the 
month, obtaining provisions from the BRIDGE at Pago Pago as 
necessary. 


The CURTISS reported that Vila (Efate) was dangerous 
for the operation of patrol planes (262100) and Comanzac therefore 
ordered (272355) the TANGIER to proceed to Noumea and the patrol 
planes of Task Force 11 continue operations from there. This is 
of interest because Vice Admiral Pye learned in Washington that 
Vila is intended by Cominch to be the first outlying base established 
in that area instead of Funafuti. Both of the foregoing messages 
were relayed to Cominch. 

Arrangements have been made to have the HONOLULU and 
JARVIS escort the reenforcement from Melbourne to Noumea, where it 
is expected to arrive about 13 March. 

The Australians continue to bomb Rabaul at night with one 
or two PBY, - apparently with good results. Our B-17’s, only nine 
operative, are being held for possible coordination with Task Force 11. 

A report recently came from Noumea that the Free French 
High Commissioner there was indignant because he had not been informed 
of the establishment of the Bobcat base. A check did not verify this 
and showed that General deGaulle had consented to this project. 

Things at Canton are going very slowly due to heavy swells. 

A tropical storm is making up south of Canton, moving southwest. 

This may hinder TF- it considerably. 

No report was received as to the attack on the convoy In 
the Java Sea. 

The signs of a major Japanese effort tov/ard India are on 
the increase. 
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February 28 , 


Task Force 17 presumably proceeding to join Task Force 
11. The latter force reoorts emptying the PLATTE on the 24th 
(Hawaiian Date) and recommends two small tankers be used instead 
of one large one. Still no word from Task Force 16 though Tokyo 
has reported the attack as occurring last Monday (Hawaiian time); 
admits minor damage and loss of one patrol boat; claims damage 
to heavy cruiser and three destroyers. 

In 200511 provided for escort of Noumea reenforcement. 

The sea is still rough at Canton and the TAYLOR has 
suffered more damage. Effort to pull her off will be made on 
the 2nd. 


Cominch in 282121 suggested to Comanzac that, as long 
as Vila was found unsuitable for patrol planes, Havannah Harbor 
at the 3ame island (Efate) be tested. 

Cominch also, in 202035, requested comment as to dis¬ 
tribution of submarines In the Pacific. 

The name of the Base ^‘orce has been changed to Service 

Force. 


Consideration of the base detachment designed for 
Tongatabu is continuing. The ANTARES and RIGEL with an AF and 
an AO would be suitable. 

The RAMAPO left Borabora several days ago. ComsoueasPac 
Force reported unloading going slowly there (010247) - six weeks 
before half the guns will be installed. 

The attack against Java has started with three landings. 
A heavy attack was made against Port Moresby yesterday in which 
three PBY's were destroyed. 

Another (or the same) stibmarine showed up off San 
Francisco. There have been no contacts in the Hawaiian Area 
for about a week. 
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19 2345 GEN EMMON S TO ADJUTANT GENERAL, WASHINGTON 

The Fall of Singapore and the employment of considerable 
part of the Pacific Fleet in Anzac and perhaps other dis¬ 
tant areas requires new estimate of Pacific situation based 
on following factors: 



First, Japanese know great value of Pearl Harbor as base 
of our defensive and offensive operations in Pacific. 

Second, they know present strengths of Army, Navy and 
Air units on Oahu and outlying islands. 

Third, they know these islands are to be reinforced. 

Fourth, Japanese are opportunists and their operations 
have proved they are capable of carefully Weighing our 
situation here and making sound plans for the capture of 
Oahu. 

Fifth, it will soon be within their capabilities to launch 
attack on these islands and still carry on their campaign 
in the southwest Pacific. 

Sixth, they would first seize one or more of the outlying 
islands of this group as base for operations against Oahu. 


Seventh, with land based aviation on such island as Hawaii 
or Kauai facilities of Pearl Harbor could be demolished 
and security of Oahu meanaced. 

It is realized that War Department knows our situation and 
is taking steps to strengthen our defenses. However, 
decisions made in December to limit reinforcements for 
outlying islands to one square division, and to limit air 
forces to two bombardment groups plus one bombardment squadron 
and three pursuit groups should now be reviewed in light of 
current situation. In considering our needs it should be 
remembered that this department combines theater of operations 
with communication zone and has a special anti-sabotage 
problem in Honolulu and outlying islands. Again recommend 
2 reinforced square divisions for outlying islands, air 
strength as recommended in my radio 1273 December 20, 
full T/O strength for units on Oahu and one armored 
regiment requested in my radio 1677 January 13 or 2 medium 
tank battalions in lieu thereof. Reinforcements and fillers 
for Hawaii should now have top priority on transport in 
Pacific. 
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19 2345 


20 0237 


20 0734 


20 0753 


29 1830 


20 1940 


CONTINUED 

Only by thus adequately guarding the naval and air 
bases in Hawaii can the security of the Pacific Coast 
and the sea and air routes therefrom be guaranteed. 
Irrespective of what happens in the Par East the Hawaiian 
Islands shoi;ld be made genuinely impregnable. Cincpac 
has seen this radio and fully concurs. 

COMTASKFOR 11 to CINCPAC 

Shot down 2 4-engine enemy scouts 400 miles east Rabaul. 
Believe harbor of Rabaul wi 11 be clear of shipping by 
morning and general ai r alerted x In view acute fuel 
shortage which permits no delay in original schedule 
will not attack 21 Feb., but will withdraw to refuel in 
readiness for further offensive action. Will reconnoiter 
Solomons enroute and attack enemy found there. Recommend 
cancel scheduled attack by Army and Australian bombers. 
Cincpac transmit to Comanzac. 

COMANZAC to COMTASKFOR 11 

Attack scheduled by shore based bombers cancelled. Your 
200237. In view of threat to Port Moresby consider 
attack should be rescheduled as soon as fuel situation 
permits. 

COMTASKFOR 11 to CHICAGO, CINCPAC 

Have been heavily attacked by approximately 30 heavy 
bombers. No damage to ships this force. About 12 to 20 
enemy planes destroyed. Own plane losses slight. Am 
returning to rendezvous with Platte arriving there 1200 
February 22nd. Cincpac transmit to Commander Australian 
Force and Comanzac. 

COM INCH to CINCLAHT 

Make ready group for transfer to Pacific leaving from 
East Coast about 1 March consisting of Hornet, Vincennes, 
Nashville, one modern Desdiv, one tanker of Cimarron 
cla ss. 


COMINCH to CINCLANT, CINCPAC 

EACH FLEET SHALL INCLUDE AN AMPHIBIOUS FORCE WITH FLAG 
OFFICER AS FORCE COMMANDER TO COMPRISE THREE GROUPS 
NAMELY FIRST COVERING FORCES AS ASSIGNED SECOND TRANSPORT X 
COMBAT AND OTHER UNDER NAVAL OFFICER THIRD AMPHIBIOUS 

CORPS UNDER GENERAL OFFICER PREFERABLY MARINE _ 


19 2345 
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21 0430 COMANZAC TO COMINCH 

Part one of two. Immediately upon my arrival requested 
steps be taken develop Suva Nandi area as operating base. 
Your 1635/16. Drag survey channel and four mile square 
anchorage Nandi Roads has been arranged with New Zealand 
Naval Board. Suva Harbor difficult for very large vessels. 
Increased fuel and cold storage facilities have been re¬ 
quested but great difficulty obtaining material. New 
Zealand Naval Board also been requested increase protec¬ 
tion. This will require installation submarine indicator 
loops and nets Nandi and Suva material for which not 
available Australia or New Zealand and additional mines 
required even after Kingfisher lays 300 mines now on 
hand. End first part. 

21 0435 COMANZAC TO COMINCH 


Part. 2. Additional landplane facilities and more anti¬ 
aircraft protection for fields also necessary. Both 
places vulnerable submarine attack at present from 
examination of facilities available Auckland (small dry 
dock and limited shop facilities) and of area available 
for possible expansion thereof also considering maximum 
depth water available I consider Sydney Harbor only 
really suitable location for main fleet operating base 
this area. 
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^21 0516Z COMAN ZAC TO NZNB 

Request every effort be made to develop Suva Nandi area 
as operating base for Pacific Fleet as well as Anzac Force. 
Refer my 0742Z/16. Steps should be taken to increase pro¬ 
tection of anchorage by installation indicator loop nets 
and additional mines. Increased fuel tanks and cold stor¬ 
age should be make earliest Dracticable date. Airforce 
and anti-aircraft protection should be increased as soon 
as practicable. Please keep Comanzac informed of steps 
taken along these lines. 

Ql 1600 COMINCH TO COMANZAC 

Your 210435 indicates misunderstanding of intent of my 
161635 which may have been inadequately expressed but 
Auckland will be main operating base in south Pacific 
because of paramount strategical considerations which 
take precedence over major overhaul and drydock facili¬ 
ties. 

22 1729 - OPNAV-TP COMINCH To CfNCPAC 

IT IS MY BELIEF THAT ENEMY SHIPPING IS ONE OF THE MOST 
VULNERABLE FUNCTIONS INVOLVED IN CONTINUANCE OF HIS 
OPERATIONS AND THAT EVERY SUBMARINE THAT CAN BE SPARED 
FROM INDISPENSIBLE OPERATIONS IN MANDATES SHOULD BE 
SENT TO ATTACK ENEMY LINES OF COMMUNICATIONS IN WESTERN 

O PACIFIC WHERE THEY LEAVE JAPAN AT FOCAL OR OTHER FAVORABLE 

POINTS ENROUTE SOUTHWARD, OR ELSEWHERE AS YOUR AVAILABLE 
INFORMATION MA#ES ADVISABLE. 

22 2200 COMINCH TO CINCPAC COMANZAC 

REFERENCE INTERMEDIATE OPERATING BASE MENTIONED IN MY 
161635 X CONSIDER SAMOA AND SUVA INADEQUATE FOR PURPOSE 
PROPOSE DEVELOP TONGATABU TO WHICH CINCPAC REQUESTED 
SEND SUMNER FOR SURVEY AND ESTABLISH AIDS TO NAVIGATION 
ALSO IMPROVEMENT OF CHANNEL PREFERABLY EGERIA COMANZACFOR 
ENLIST ALL PRACTICABLE AID FROM NEW ZEALAND AND AUSTRALIA 
LOOKING TO MAKING TONGATABU SECURE PRIOR TO AND AFTER 
ARRIVAL US NAVAL ARMY AIR UNITS CIN CPAC MAKE READY 
APPROPRIATE BASE FORCE DETACHMENT (INCLUDING ALL PRACTI¬ 
CAL SECURITY MEASURES) TO PROVIDE ESSENTIAL OPERATING 
SERVICES - FUEL PROVISIONS STORES REPAIRS - FOR FORCES 
WHICH WILL BE WORKING CONTINUOUSLY IN AREA NORTH NORTHWEST 
AND WEST OF "BLEACHER" WHICH IS CODE NAME AND SHORT TITLE 
FOR TONGATABU. 


Q 
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23 2146 COMTASKFOR 11 TO CINCPAC, COMANZAC 

My 200753 revised and final count shows force attacked 
February 2o by 18 heavy bombers in two groups of nine 
each. One other group at time thought to be enemy turned 
out to be own planes returning from search. First attack 
occurred at 1650 LOT when force was on southwesterly 
course 346 miles bearing 071 degrees from Rabaul. Second 
attack one half hour later. 16 enemy planes known to 
have been destroyed and possibly a 17th. 2 planes 

previously damaged by fighters finally brought down by 
short range antiaircraft fire. Remainder brought down 
by repeated attacks by fighters and scout bombers. Lieut 
Edward H. O'Hare chiefly responsible for destruction 
of 6 planes. Own losses 2 VF and one pilot Ensign John 
Woodrow Wilson USNR. Inform other interested commands. 
Part 2 follows. 

23 2156 COMTASKFOR 11 TO COMANZAC, CINCPAC 

Carrier target of both attacks. Bombing wild in first 
attack due to intense fighter attack which early damaged 
leader's plane. Only three planes this group reached 
approximate release point. Radical maneuver by carrier 
contributed to large error. Leader plane after damage 
appeared to attempt crash landing carrier deck but was 
shot down by antiaircraft fire from carrier one hundred 
yards from ship. Second attack five planes reached 
release point. Salvo landed astern carrier on port 
quarter nearest 100 feet some fragments landing on ship. 
Both groups circled formation and made final approach 
up wind from astern in tight vee formation. Release 
point at about 11 to 12000 feet altitude. Planes 
camouflaged mottled green and gray color type 97. 
Anti-aircraft fire inaccurate in fuse range probably 
due to change of altitude during first part of final 
approach. This is part 2 of Comtaskfor 11 dispatch 
232146. 

23 2214 COMTASKFOR 11 TO COMANZAC 


Aidac 

Need for support by another carrier. 
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23 2158 


COMTASKFOR 11 TO CINCPAC 


Expect to empty KASKASKIA about 2 March. Request 
Information whether KASKASKIA can refill Suva for 
Taskfor 11 or whether another tanker same capacity 
will be provided in Suva area by 8 March. In view 
increased force will require thereafter 80,000 bbls. 
every six days. Plan return PLATTE to Pearl after 
fueling this force about 25 February. 

23 2208 COMTASKFOR 11 TO CINCPAC 

Further extended operations this area will require 
early delivery following replacements. Planes in crates 
for carrier and cruisers as early as practicable three 
F4F-3 for replacements and three for spares, total six. 

One SBD-3 for replacements and six for spares. One SOC-2 
for replacement. Ammunition 4000 rounds each 5 inch 25 
and 5 inch 38. 500 catapult charges. 20,000 1.1. Total 

500000 50 caliber AP and tracer. 200 depth charges. 8 
inch replacements for possible future expenditures. 
Information requested from BuOrd whether carrier 8 inch 
suitable for use heavy cruiser guns by reduction weight 
of charge. 

25 0100 COMANZACFOR TO CINCPAC 

In view latest intelligence suggest consideration be 
given early attack Rabaul area by Task Forces 11 and 
17. 

25 0430 COMANZAC TO CINCPAC 

Concur Brown's remarks regarding further attacks Rabaul 
outlined in his 232214. See my 250100. Latest informa¬ 
tion indicates U.S. Army expedition New Caledonia probably 
ready proceed about 15 March with possibility some units 
anticipate that date slightly. Anzac Squadron will be 
required escort that movement. Cincpac pass this to 
Cominch and Comtaskfor 11. 

25 0125 CINCPAC TO COMTASKFOR 11 


Ammunition shipped in DOBBIN for you. Army and Anzac 
Force. 5 inch /38 4,000 AA common. 1,000 common. 5 inch 
/25 3100 AA. 3"/50 200 AA. Catapult charges 450 full 
load 50 no load. 1.1 50,000. Caliber 50 450,000. 

Caliber 30 200,000. 20 MM 40,000. Depth charges 300 

pound with arbors 50. 600 pound 100. Bombs 1000 pound 

100, 500 pound 500, 100 pound 500. Incendiary 200. 

Mk. 17 depth bombs 50. Miscellaneous details included 
with above. Also shipped in CHICAGO 600 pound depth 
charges 48. 300 pound 24 plxi.s capacity load in own or 
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25 0125 (Cont'd) 





calibers. DOBEIN should arrive Samoa 4 March. Aircraft 
replacements and conversion LEXINGTON 8 inch will be 
covered in separate despatches. 


25 0427 CINCPAC TC TASKFOR COMMANDERS. COMANZAC 


Comtaskforce 11 232158 consider fuel requirements 
indicated are excessive and greatly beyond previous re¬ 
ports. Comanzac expected supply fuel his squadron. 
Leary advise Brown and Cincpac feasibility refilling 
KASKASKIA Suva after Task Force 11 fueling on 2 March. 
NEOSHO expected return Suva about 8 March local date. 

~ 25 1209 CINCPAC TO COMINCH 


Aidac 

Recommendations concerning employment two task forces 
against Rabaul. 


26 0458 COMTASKFOR 11 TO CINCPAC 



Comanzac 250100 my 232214 not intended to recommend 
two carrier attack on Rabaul. I do not recommend it 
under present conditions. 


26 1530 COMINCH TO CINCPAC 


CONTINUOUS USE OF CHEASAPEAKE BAY AS SECURE TRAINING AREA 
PROMPTS SUGGESTION THAT PUGET SOUND AND AREA NORTHWARD BE 
USED FOR SIMILAR PURPOSE PARA USE OF GULF OF MEXICO FOR 
SHAKEDOWN OF LARGE SKIPS ALSO SUGGESTS SIMILAR USE OF GULF 
OF CALIFORNIA AS AFFORDING CORRESPONDING DEGREE OF SECURITY. 

26 1630 COMINCH TO CTF 11. 17. COMANZAC. INFO CINCPAC 

FOLLOWING DECISION ON COMMAND AND MY GENERAL COMMENTS ON CTF 
11 232214 COMAKZACFOR 250100 AND 250900 CINCPAC 250847 AND 
251209 X 




(A) WHILE LEARY REMAINS ON SHORE SENIOR PACELT OFFICER AFLOAT 
IN ANZAC HEREAFTER EXERCISE DIRECT COMMAND OF PACFLT FORCES 
AND ANZAC FORCES ASSIGNED TO COMMON TASKS BUT LEARY COORDIN¬ 
ATE SUPPORTING OPERATIONS OF US AMD AUSTRALIAN AIR FORCES 
BASED AUSTRALIA AND MORESBY X CANNOT APPROVE WITHHOLDING 
ANZAC FORCE FROM ACTIVE OPERATIONS MERELY TO FORM A RESERVE 

X THIS IDEA IS PASSIVE AND APPEARS LIKELY TO BE PREMISED 
ON AFIRM CAST NEGAT BAKER VIEWS 

(B) AGREE THE CURRENT PRACTICE OF USING A SINGLE CARRIER IN 

AN IMPORTANT OFFENSIVE TASK WITHOUT SUITABLE COVERAGE BY SHORE 
BASED AIRCRAFT SHOULD BE AVOIDED WHENEVER CIRCUMSTANCES 
PERMIT X EITHER TF-11 OR 17 PREFERABLY BOTH SHOULD REMAIN 

255 













O 

PEB GCT 


26 1630 (CONT'D) 

ANZAC UNTIL NEW CALEDONIA IS GARRISONED BUT THIS DEPENDS ON 
LOGISTICS AND MUST BE DECIDED BY CINCPAC X ADVISE 

(C) OPERATIONS IN FORWARD AREAS SUCH AS "OFFENSIVE SWEEPS" 
ARE SELDOM JUSTIFIED IN THE ABSENCE OF INDICATIONS OF ENEMY 
PRESENCE SINCE SUCH OPERATIONS MAY DISCLOSE OWN PRESENCE 
AND INTENTION AND ELIMINATE ADVANTAGE OF SURPRISE 


(D) OUR CURRENT TASKS ARE NOT MERELY PROTECTIVE BUT ALSO 
OFFENSIVE WHERE PRACTICABLE AS BEST WAY TO PROTECT IS BY 
REDUCING ENEMY OFFENSIVE POWER THROUGH DESTRUCTION OF HIS 
MOBILE FORCES PARTICULARLY CARRIERS CRUISERS LOADED TRANSPORTS 
AND LONG RANGE BOMBERS X WHILE ENEMY SHORE POSITIONS MAY BE 
LOOKED ON AS LOCATIONS WHERE ENEMY NAVAL FORCES MAY BE STRUCK, 
RAIDS WHICH MERELY PUT AIR FIELDS AND FIXED INSTALLATIONS OUT 
OF COMMISSION TEMPORARILY MAY NOT IN THEMSELVES BE PARTICULARLY 
PROFITABLE X 


(E) NAVAL OPERATIONS AGAINST ENEMY IN BISMARCK SOLOMONS AREA 
CAN PROEABLY BE BETTER COVERED BY RECONNAISSANCE BY PATROL 
PLANES AND BOMBERS BASED NORTHEAST AUSTRALIA USING MORESBY 
FOR REFUELING X RECOMMEND LEARY MAKE EFFORT TO HAVE US ARMY 
FIGHTERS SENT TO MORESBY TO PROTECT THIS VERY IMPORTANT AIR 
FIELD 



(F) WILL TRANSMIT IN SEPARATE DESPATCH MY ANALYSIS PRESENT 
ENEMY SITUATION AND INTENTION ANZAC 

CTG 11.1 to CQMANZAC. CINCPAC. CTF 11. CTF 9 
262100 Survey by squadron commander discloses operation PBY’s from 

Vila impracticable. RAAF ha3 already seriously damaged similar 
types attempting to operate there. Limited area in harbor re¬ 
quires takeoff in Meli Bay which has heavy swells due to 
shoaling. Consider operation from Noumea with cooperation 
RAAF to northward v/ill assure effective search. Flight 41 
ha 3 been operating away from base since February 7 on basis 
3 weeks of such employment. Spares aboard Curtiss insufficient 
to make necessary repairs and replacements particularly engine 
and spark plugs for protracted operations. Continuance of 
flight operations after this week most doubtful unless spark 
plugs already requested are received. 


W 270542 COMTASKFOR 11 TO CINCPAC 


It will be absolutely necessary reprovision repeat reprovision 
this force not later than 15 March. Unless it is intended we 
return Pearl it v/ill be necessary proceed Sydney after refueling 
from Kaskaskia about 5 March. No other harbor this area for 
carrier. 
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COMANZAC TO COMINCH 


Your 261630 regarding comment Afirm Anzac Forces are operating 
actively with Brown except when necessary to withdraw certain° 
units for important escort duties. Decisions are made and 
operations ordered without any reference to ACNB. US and 
Australian shore based aircraft operate from northeast 
Australia refueling at Moresby or Horn Island and our patrol 
planes operate from Noumea or Vila to afford coverage of 
entire area Moresby to Efate. 

US Army preparing pursuit squadrons for service and will 
provide protection NE coast soon as possible. 12 planes 
now available Townsville Horn Island and next squadron goes 
Darwin. 

COMANZAC TO CURTISS. TANGIER 

My 250935x Cancel operations from Vila. Tangier proceed 
Noumea and relieve Curtiss. Continue daily air patrols from 
Noumea with 3 planes to 700 miles on median line 342 degrees 
from Noumea. Curtiss when relieved by Tangier proceed Suva 
and carry out previous orders. 

CINCPAC TO TF COMMANDERS 


Task Force 17 join Comtaskfor 11 now assumed to be in area 
westward of New Hebrides. To minimize necessity for use 
radio rendezvous tentatively set three hundred miles north of 
Noumea at 0100 GCT 6 March subject to change by Brown or 
Fletcher’s inability to meet. 

CINCPAC TO COMINCH 


interpret your 261630 Afirm that SOPA PacFlt in Anzac Area 
operates directly under Cominch. Fletcher being ordered join 
Brown. Location and fuel statua both uncertain but estimate 
they can join and both fuel to capacity from accompanying tankers 
west of New Hebrides by local six March unless currently pre¬ 
dicted unfavorable weather interferes. 

If offensive action is then initiated promptly toward New 
Britain can supply tankers Noumea and Suva to replenish after 
withdrawal. Can thereafter furnish logistic support one task 
force except for aircraft or large quantities ammunition. 

Brown underlay continuously since 31 January should be with¬ 
drawn after Fletcher arrives unless he remains for an offensive 
operation and in any case must leave by mid-March taking 
sufficient provisions in Tutuila from Bridge to reach Pearl 

Estimate New Caledonia garrison will not arrive Noumea prior 
1® March. Advise. 
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28 0511 CINCP A G TO C OMANZA C 

Urdis 270G40 X Orders for Task Groups 12.1 and 12.2 
in r.iydis 252315 hereby cancelled. Direct HONOLULU 
JARVIS as Task Group 12.1 escort army convoy departing 
Xray seven March for Noumea. Completion this duty 
proceed Pearl via Samoa for fuel. Direct HEW ORLEANS 
duocBrisbane four March and MUGFORD as Task GrourTl2.2 
depart Brisbane in time arrive Bobcat by 22 March 
report there to Comsepacfor escort convoy Baker Tare 
two hundred one from Bobcat to junction with escort 
from Anzac Force thence to Pago Pago for orders. CO 
NEW ORLEANS designated Comtaskfor 12 effective five 
March. Units 3topning Samoa report time of departure 
route and speed to Pearl via shore radio. 

28 2025 COM-INCH TO CINCPAC. COMANZAC. COMSWPACFOR 

EXPRESS FOUR VIEWS AS TO MOST PROFITABLE DISPOSITION 
OF SUBMARINES AND TITEIR TENDERS NOW IN PACIFIC FLEET 
AND FAR EAST PLUS TEN SAIL CLASS AND TWO TENDERS NOW 
ENROUTE. 

28 2121 COMINCH TO COMANZAC, infor CINCPA C 

CONCERNING COMTASKGROUP 11.1 262100 SUGGEST POSSIBILITIES 
OF HA VANN All HARBOR FOR PATROL PLANE OPERATIONS BE 
INVESTIGATED. 


28 2120 COMINCH TO CONGER 2ND MARBRIG 


REPORT RELATIVE PRACTICABILITY ESTABLISHING AIRFIELD SEAPLANE 
BASE AND GARRISON ON UPOLU OR SAVAII X INTENTION DEVELOP 1 
ISLAND ONLY X SAVAII PREFERRED TACTICALLY 
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RUNT I NO SUMMARY OP TUI] SITUATION 


March 1 


Ta3k Force 11 (LEXINGTON, 4 GA, 9 DD under Vice Admiral 
Brown) i3 presumably in the area north of Noumea, with an 
Anzac Force of 2 CA*3, 2 CL’s and 2 DD T s operating in coord¬ 
ination with it. The KASKASKIA arrived in Suva on the 17th, 
the NEOSHO is enroute that place and the TIPPECANOE and SS 
OULPWAX leave today for that area. Arriving at Samoa tomorrow 
are the DOBBIN, BRIDGE and SS SCOFIELD. The last named will 
proceed to Suva after it deposits 20,000 bbls. of fuel at Samoa. 

Task Force 17 (YORKTOWN, 2 CA, 6 DD under Rear Admiral 
Fletcher) is proceeding from the Canton area to join Task Force 
11 300 miles north of Noumea at 0000 Z on 6 March. The 
GUADALUPE is in company with this Force. 

Task Force 16 (ENTERPRISE, 2 CA, 7 DD under Vice Admiral 
Halsoy) raided Wake on 23 February (Hawaiian date) and may be 
about to attack Marcus. The SABINE is attached to this force. 

No report from any of these forces wa3 received today. 

The Commanding General, Second Marine Brigade at Samoa 
replied to Cominch's 282120 in his 021037 which chooses 
Upolu Island as the outpost of Tutuila. 

Enemy radio was intercepted which showed that some of 
our aviators had been made prisoners at Wake, and that they 
had told a good many truths about Pearl Harbor. 

Other intercepts indicated that the Marshalls are being 
reinforced and that a shift of seventeen planes was being made 
from one base in the Marshalls to another until certain 
"offensive" operations are completed. 

Enemy Cardiv Five has been so suspiciously active on the 
radio in the Bonin-Hcmeland A r ea that radio deception is 
indicated. 

The enemy offensive against Java continues, three beach 
heads having been established. 













SECRET 




March 2. 


Task Forces were silent again today. 

Cominch in 021615 (Aidac) directed that Comtaskfor 11 use 
his combined forces to make an attack in the Hew Britain - 
Solomon Area about March 10th. Task Force 11 would then 
return to Pearl if directed by Cincpac. 

To obtain full use of fuel available Cincpac sent 
despatches 030935 and 031007 (filed with orders). 

The situation at Canton was unreported today. An attempt 
to float the TAYLOR was supposed to have been made. 

The CACHALOT returning from Truk had only one attack with 
indeterminate results to report. The lack of success of 
submarines in general has been quite disappointing. 

No particular change in enemy activities were indicated 
in any way today. Attack on Java continues and light air 
activity in the Solomons - New Guinea area continues. 

There have been no further intercepts mentioning an 
offensive, and Cardiv Five appears to be really in home waters. 

March 3, 

Still no reports from the active task forces. The Noumea 
area is having hurricane weather which may interfere seriously 
with refueling. 

A report received via the Army said the TAYLOR was still 
pounding and had flooded some of the engine and fire room spaces. 
Indications are that she will be a total loss. 

Cominch in 031505 directed that the service detachment re¬ 


quired 



troops and aircraft be 


sent to Bleacher ( i ongatabu). These are to "fill in" to make 
it an intermediate operating base until the expedition for 
its establishment can be sent from the West Coast. 

It appeared from the Sailing Directions that this harbor 
could not be entered by a carrier or a loaded tanker. As the 
SUMNER had just reported her arrival, she was asked in Cincpac 
040201 as to the capabilities of the channels, and replied 
favorably in 040530 (attached). 
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March 3 (Cont'd) 

It is the opinion of the War Plans Section that Nandi 
offers the best site for a carrier anchorage in the area, 
as: it is believed to require only some sweeping; it has a 
large airfield; and there are considerable defenses, with a 
pursuit squadron already installed. 

A despatch to this effect may be sent to Cominch but, 
in the meantime, the Army is being asked for troops and planes, 
a Karine defense battalion is being assembled; and several 
auxiliaries to form the service detachment are being readied. 

Cincpac replied in 040337 as to disposition of submarines. 

The MARYLAND, COLORADO and TENNESSEE arrived San Francisco 
today. 


The TROUT (carrying Manila bullion, etc) returned from 
patrol. 

Cominch in 031525 told Comsouwespacfor in what way to 
carry on. 

A detailed report of surviving American forces in the 
Asiatic was received (031335 attached). Apparently the 
Marblehead, Pecos and LANGLEY have been sunk. Fate of Houston 
uncertain. It will be noted nearly all forces are retiring to 
Fremantle. 

Cominch in 031630 asked Comldwseafrontier as to suitability 
of Kodiak for surface forces. In 030730 the NAS Dutch Harbor 
told of a rough patrol of the S-18. 

Radio intelligence indicates some kind of an offensive 
against the Hawaiian area, possibly tomorrow, employing large 
seaplanes and submarines based in the Marshalls. An alert 
was sent to all forces. 

The enemy's Java offensive was not over-running the Dutch. 

However, fighter planes raided Derby and Broome in north¬ 
east Australia, Moresby received another raid, and the concen¬ 
tration at Rabaul is Increasing. 

Submarines were reported off the Galapagos by the 
Moffett, and off the coast of Lower California by the 
Naval Attache in Mexico. 
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March 4. 





Task Forces 11 and. 17 wore unheard today. Bad weather 
3till persists in Noumea area. 

Coninch in 042227 called attention to a possible enemy 
offensive in which the Hawaiian area would be an objective. 

The alert sent o\it yesterday was justified* for one or 
two large enemy planes raided Oahu last night. They were picked 
up by the Kauai radar and were tracked in from the northwest and 
out to the southwest showing up for about three hours except 
when they were over this island. The night was moonlit but 
there was a low ceiling with some rain here. The four pursuits 
put in the air were ineffective, and gun fire was not opened be¬ 
cause the searchlights could not pick up the enemy. Four bomb3 
were dropped at 0215 local and landed above Honolulu without 
damage. Five patrol planes took off with torpedoes to search 
for a supporting 3hip. The present estimate is that the plane 
was fueled by a submarine at some such anchorage a 3 French 
Frigate Shoal. An AVD was sent to watch that atoll. 

Due to warning by Cominch and other information it was 
decided to inform Comtaskfor 16 and tell him that the CUYAMA 
could be sent to fuel hi3 force (CinCPac ). 

Vice Admiral Halsey ha 3 not yet informed CinCPac of what 
he has been doing. However, an English broadcast from Tokyo 
reported a raid by 30 planes against the Marianas. 

Consiberable deliberation ha3 been held as to the 
establislnent of Bleacher. CinCPac's 050509 and 050553 were 
sent to Cominch on this subject. In general, further enlighten¬ 
ment as to ultimate plans for Bleacher wa3 requested and the 
higher priority of Nandi Roads as a carrier anchorage was recom¬ 
mended. The Army here wa3 unable to furnish a garrison for 
Bleacher, and the aircraft supply is practically nil. A marine 
dofense battalion is being prepared although transfer of its 
weapons will leave quite a hole in the defenses of Pearl Harbor. 
The CRESCENT CITY (AP) and CASTOR (AKS) are being prepared to 
transport the troops and equipment. The SOLACE may be 3ent. 

The RIGEL and ANTARES are not immediately ready. 

Cominch in 041725 requested comment as to the proper 
subdivision of the Pacific Areas in which the U.S. will be re¬ 
sponsible for the operations. 

Comtaskfor One commented in his 050215 as to possible 
cruise to the Gulf of Lower California to train battleships. 

Com-13 in his 050127 replied to Cominch's question as 
to Kodiak. 
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March. 4 (continued). 


The enemy is continuing to concentrate on Java and is 
succeeding. New raids were made against both Moresby and Darwin. 

At least two submarines continue to operate between here 
and Midway. Other 3mall raids may be received here from large 
seaplanes, but radio intelligence gives no indication that car¬ 
riers have started this v/ay yet. 

March 5. 


A 3 a result of announcement by Tokyo and one urgent message 
sent out by Marcus, it appears that Task Force Sixteen attacked the 
latter place on Wednesday, March 3 (Hawaiian date). This wa3 nine 
days after the probable date of the attack on Wake. Vice Admiral 
Halsey replied to Cincpac'3 050251 by setting a rendezvous for the 
CUYAMA 720 miles west of Oahu at 1800Z March 8. He informed tliat his 
force was undamaged but gave no other information. Due to an 
increasing number of submarines in the French Frigate-Midway area 
and south thereof, the rendezvous is not very well placed. 

No news from Task Forces 11 and 17 but TANGIER has reported 
hurricane weather for the last two days, which doe3 not augur well 
for an operation which will not wait. Aside from the fuel situation 
the concentration at Rabaul is becoming greater and is probably about 
to move. As regards fuel, the S.3. SCOFIELD completed discharge of 
some of her cargo at Samoa and is on her way to Suva. 

No enemy aircraft reached Oahu last night though at least one 
submarine is indicated still near French Frigate Shoal. Radio 
intelligence 3till indicates a close tie-up between submarines in 
this area and aircraft in the eastern Marshalls. However there are 
no indications of an imminent carrier attack hero. 

The latest report from the TAYLOR at Canton is that it may 
not be fatally damaged, but three weeks will be required to prepare 
her for refloating, and then 3he must be towed to a dry-dock for 
major repairs. The JAPARA unloading is going extremely slov/ly, but 
the ROBIN delivered barges there today. 

No reply has been received from Cominch in regard to further 
plans as to Bleacher. Plans to send defense battalion and as much 
equipment as possible i3 proceeding. 

The enemy is spreading successfully on Java. Batavia fell 
tonight. 
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March G. 





In view ox'' the continued concentration of submarines 
near the designated rendezvous for the CUYAMA and Task Force 16, 
that force was told to rottxrn to Pearl for fuel, and CUYAMA 
was recalled. Still no amplifying reports from the Task 
Force Commander, but enemy announcements make the raid on 
Marcus a certainty. 

Task Forces 11 and 17 were unheard again today. The 
center of the hurricane passed Noumea with negligible damage 
to our forces, and patrol plane search was made from there 
yesterday. Some movement has already taken place from Rabaul, 
as reconnaissance shows fewer ships there. 

ComTaskfor ONE in hi3 0G0103 told of plans for training 
battleships. 

Plans concerning Bleacher are still underway. The 
SUMNER reported that housing there was available for 5000 
troops and that more huts could be built. Still no amplifi¬ 
cation as to that base received from Coninch, except for 
041453 which shifted attention from the northwest to the 
northern channel. This was replied to in 060225. 

The radio activity between submarines west of here and 
aircraft in the Marshalls continues, but no further activity 
either here or at French Frigate Shoal has been noted. A 
patrol plane as well as the AVD observed the latter place. 

A reply (070451) was sent to Cominch in regard to his 
suggested subdivision of the Pacific Area. Comanzac and - 
ComSouwootP ercfor replied in 060507.— re- sp e ofrivoly» 

Enemy successes continue in Java. One carrier was 
reported in the Indian Ocean. In New Guinea, his air activity 
indicates further landings. 


March 7 

Task Force 16 still silent and returning Pearl. 

Task Force 37 has presumably joined Task Force 
Eleven. From the latter an Aidac (080013) was received 
giving his plans for his attack against New Britain bases 
on the 10th (9th Hawaiian date). Apparently close figuring 
on fuel, and bad weather, have not prevented plans from 
going through. As Japanese landings at Salamoa, Lae and 
other points in New Guinea have beenirade, this attack is a 
little late for maximum effectiveness. 

Another aidac was received from Cominch (071820) 
directing that Task.Force Eleven, before departing from the 
Anzac Area, should fill up Task Force Seventeen with spares 
and stores. 











March 7 (Cont’d) 


The SUMTER in 078345 reported further encouraging 
news as to Bleacher. The loading of the Crescent City and 
Castor is underway and the Solace will probably accompany 
them. The expedition will be slightly delayed due to the 
shortage of escorts and the 14th has been tentatively set 
as the sailing date. 


A false alarm as to aircraft and bombarding 
submarines occurred this morning. The radar plot of the air¬ 
craft was quite convincing, but there does not seem to have 
been much justification for the report that five submarines 
were bombarding the west coast of Oahu. Radio intelligence 
and the continued presence of submarines near French Frigate 
indicate that other raids by large seaplanes may be attempted. 
A carrier raid does not appear to be imminent. 


In 080135 the Commanding General, 2d Marine 
Brigade at Samoa reported further upon his misgivings as to 
Western Samoa being undefended. He is receiving 1200 troops 
which he may use to garrison Upolu Island. 


The enemy continues his success in Java, and, as 
already mentioned, he landed in some strength in Hew Guinea. 


March 0. 



Task Force 16 was sighted today 600 miles to the 
west southwestward. It should arrive Pearl on the 10th. 

Task Forces 11 and 17 combined should be approach¬ 
ing Hew Britain and were apparently not discovered today. 

Efate reported that possibly a carrier and two 
other vessels passed there at abo\it 2100 last night (Hawaiian 
time) heading northeastward. 

The convoy for Noumea wa3 scheduled to deoart 
from Australia yesterday, escorted by two cruisers and two 
destroyers, all U.S. 

ComSouWo3tPac’s reply 090912 was received to 
Conlnch's despatch suggests operating area subdivision 

The enemy situation continues much the same. 
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March 9 


No Indication of the operations of Task Forces 11 and 
17 plus Anzac Force was received until about 1600 when a 
contact report was made by the enemy Gunboat Division EIGHT 
in the Rabaul area. Also no report of the results of the 
raid by the B-17s on the northeast coast of .New Guinea 
(Comanzac 091300) was received. 

The VPs at Noumea and the British planes at Suva made 
a special search for an enemy carrier in that general area 
without result. Suva had been alerted by what was thought 
to be a carrier plane last night. 

Task Force 16 will enter tomorrow. 

Unloading at Bobcat is going very slowly, and one-half 
of the 7" guns will not be emplaced for about a month more. 
Opnav therefore ordered the remaining ships of the Southeast 
Pacific Force to return to their station. Their departure 
was reported in ComSePacfor 100254. 

Opnav in 081905 provided for the garrisoning of EFATE 
by two companies of the Noumea detachment. 

Tokyo was again interested in Hawaiian weather so a 
warning against seaplane attacks was disseminated. 

Dutch resistance In Java has collapsed and Rangoon 
has fallen. Enemy submarines and probably one carrier are 
working in the Indian Ocean. Air attacks on Moresby con¬ 
tinue, but it 13 still usable. 

TRITON In 100915 reported sinking four ships during 
her patrol in the East China Sea. 

In 091630 Cominch requested comment as to advisability 
of doing av/ay with Battle Force and Scouting Force as task 
organization. 

March 10 


Task Force 16 entered. The results of its attacks are 
contained in Cincpac'3 110321, attached. Little permanent 
damage was done, but the enemy was harassed with very small 
loss to us except wear and tear. 

The results of Vice Admiral Brown's activities are not 
yet apparent, though enemy contact reports in the Rabaul 
area continued today. The raid of theB-17's scheduled for 
yesterday was still unreported. The enemy landings on the 
northeast coast of New Guinea were continuing. 
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March 10 (Cont'd) 


Due to s spell of good weather at Canton some progress 
has been made in unloading the Taylor and the Japara. The 
latter should be completed about the 15th and the former may 
be ready for a pull shortly after that date. 

Plans for the Bleacher expedition are continuing. It 
was decided today to add the CUYAMA to provide transportation 
for excess vehicles and to deposit some more oil in the area. 
The SUMNER reported delay due to bad weather, in marking 
the channel, but that the anchorage Is ready. 

The supply of the Anzac Area is going according to 
schedule. The Scofield has delivered her oil to the 
KASKASKIA and Is returning to the West Coast. The BRIDGE 
and DOBBIN are at Suva. The NEOSHO is enroute to Suva and 
the Gulfv/ax has almost reached Samoa. The GUADALUPE de¬ 
livered her remnant of fuel at Suva and after depositing some 
gasoline on the north shore of Viti Levu will return to 
Pearl. The PLATTE is receiving a much needed week's over¬ 
haul. The SABINE ^ which has been with Task Force Sixteen, 
will be held as the "ready" tanker. 

The code name of Efate is apparently "Roses" and 
Opnav sent the attached query (101828) in regard to Its 
characteristics. Opnav also asked about barges at Bleacher, 
probably In connection with the expedition it is making up 
In connection with the (permanent garrisoning of that place. 

The situation at Noumea is indicated by the TANGIER'S 
despatches 100605 and 102350 attached. The convoy from 
Australia es expected to arrive there day after tomorrow. 

There were no new moves of the enemy apparent today. 

His present intentions appear to be against both Australia 
and India. 

March 11 


Finally heard from Vice Admiral Brown - his report 
102201 is attached. He did not approach New Britain at all, 
but went to a position south of NEW GUINEA and sent aircraft 
across the peninsula to LAE and SALAMOA where they found a 
considerable number of targets. Even with the damage in¬ 
flicted, it 13 doubtful if the enemy will be greatly retarded. 

A despatch 120335 was sent to GomTaskfor 11 to comply 
with Cominch's order to fill up TaskFor 17, and to direct 
the latter force to continue operations in the ANZAC area. 

Another despatch 120259 was sent to inform Cominch of 
the BLEACHER plans. 
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March 11 (Continued) 

The SUMMER reported in 120235 that the main channel 
is ready at BLEACHER. Some doubt as to SUMNER*s optimistic 
reply regarding fresh water there wa3 raised by SUVA. 

COMANZAC in 110432 ansv/ered Opnav's query as to 
"Roses” (EFATE). 

Received 111620 (AIDAC) from Cominch which warned as 
to possible attacks in thi3 area. 

HORNET, NASHVILLE, VINCENNES, CIMARRON, DesDiv 22 
have reported for duty. 

A very significant change in enemy disposition has 
been indicated. The Screening Force (BBs, CAs, DDs plus 
some carriers) is apparently assembling in the BONIN area 
and Cardiv FIVE received urgent orders which apparently 
turned at least one of its carriers back from on a passage 
to STARING BAY. This looks suspiciously like an offensive 
move because Jt is difficult to believe that our operations 
have made the enemy so fearful of an attack against his 
Homeland. 

March 12 


No word from Task Forces 11 and 17 today. Comanzac 
reported that five B-17s attacked LAE and SALAMOA and 
shipping off those places on the day after the attack by 
Vice Admiral Brown's forces. They did some damage to 
these places and reported several enemy surface units were 
still present. In fact 3ome of these sounded suspiciously 
like the same units that the carrier aircraft thought they 
had sunk. 

Nothing was received from Cominch today. 

Three despatches (130307, 130339, 130545) were sent 
in order to provide ComTaskfor 17 and the auxiliaries in 
the South PACIFIC with full information as to their 
directives. In this connection Comanzac sent his 130025. 

To Cominch was sent another request (122129) for Army 
heavy bombers. This was particularly timely due to the 
warning recently received from Cominch. 

Preparations are being made to form another Task Force 
with the HORNET as the carrier. 

There still continued indications that the enemy is 
forming a strong concentration in the BONIN area. Cardiv 
FIVE is still involved and may be moving eastward. 
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March 12 (Continued) 

The enemy also evinces strong interest in the Bay of 

Bengal. 


A considerable number of his ships were reported to 
have been recently at Buka passage. 

Con-14 sent his 130121 to Cominch in regard to informa¬ 
tion bulletins based on radio intelligence. 


March 13. 


No report received today from Task Forces 11 and 17. 

They should be about to commence fueling. 

Task Force 16 i3 still at Pearl and will probably remain 
until the 20th or 21st. The ships of thi 3 Task Force are re¬ 
ceiving much needed upkeep and are being brought up-to-date on 
the various projects for improvement of fighting efficiency. The 
general question of upkeep is giving some concern. T.F.-ll has 
been at sea for 1^ months and T.F.-17 will probably be longer. 

Cominch in 131535 told ComT.F.-17 to carry on in the 
Anzac Area. 


the Bleacher 


Operation Plan No. 17-42 was issued to Task.Force J13. - , 

;her expedition. In 132037 and 132100 Opnav'indicaTecf 
that the permanent garrison might arrive just about bhe time 
Ta3k Force 13 has gotten established, and that the Marine Defense 
Battalion in T.F. 13 (No.4) would have to move on to another 
base. This is a most undesirable situation. 


Another despatch concerning water at Bleacher was re¬ 
ceived from the STJMNER (122305). Also further information as 
to Roses (Efate) was furnished by the TANGIER (140530). This 
ship and six patrol planes are being left in the Anzac area for 
the time being. The planes are just now being relieved by six 
fresh units. The B-17's which were sent in connection with 
T.F.-ll operations will continue to operate from Townsville 
under ComAnzac. Only five out of the original twelve figured 
in the last attack. 


CinCPac today signed Hawaiian Defense Plan No. 1-42. 
This assigns defensive tasks to the Army and the Sea Frontier, 
and to Fleet Forces present in the Hawaiian Sea Frontier. It 
supplants the old joint plan which lias been in effect for the 
Army and the Sea Frontier and is issued under the principle of 
unity of command. It lias been under consideration for many 
weeks in an endeavor to solve some of the knotty problems as to 
its form and substance. 


Sent 130339 to ComTaskFor 17 giving him information as 
to facilities at his disposal. 
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March 15 ( Continued) 

Cominch in 121250 suggested a reorganization of the Sea 
Frontier Command. CinCPac recommended against this in 140353 
as did also Com 14 in 132358. 

Further radio intelligence indicates that the enemy is 
really alarmed as to an attack near his Homeland, and that the 
powerful force that he is assembling is at present for defen¬ 
sive purposes. However, the alerted state of the forces in the 
Hawaiian Area has not been relaxed. 

March 14 


No reports were received from Task Forces 11 or 17 today. 

Task Force 13 is delayed by loading difficulties until 
tomorrow. 

Received 131430 from Cominch, as to reorganization of Task 
Force 16. This dispatch is not entirely understood and 142155 
was sent in reply. 

Received another question in Cominch 131955 as to doing 
away with Scouting Force and Battle Force as task forces. 

In 131305 Cominch continues hi3 emphasis upon the Amphib¬ 
ious Force. However many demands on the transports are still 
being made to send garrisons to Pacific bases. The training 
of the troops was of course greatly retarded by the detachment 
of the Iceland garrison last year, and the moving of 5,000 men 
to Samoa in January. 

A false air alarm this morning was the result of failure 
to identify friendly planes to the southward. A garbled report 
of a carrier was also made by an Army plane. 

Canton was not heard from today though a launching attempt 
was supposed to be made on the TAYLOR yesterday. 

The enemy Screening Force is still screening in the Bonin- 
Marcus Area. The remainder of his re-deployment is not clear, 
though some units are undoubtedly going to the Indian Ocean and 
some are reinforcing the Marshalls and Rabaul. 

March 15 


Received 160821 (Aidac) from Vice Admiral Brown giving his 
views as to how the enemy can be held in the New Guinea, north¬ 
eastern Australia area - he considers enemy too strong on land 
to permit a raid against his bases - particularly Rabaul. 
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March 15 (Continued) 

In Coininch 141825 the duty of promulgating enemy intel¬ 
ligence bulletins was assigned to CinCPac. It i3 intended 
that the Com 14 unit will continue to supply the data for 
these bulletins. 

In 150137 CinCPac replied to Opnav's inquiries about mines 
at Bleacher. 

Admiral Brcv;n also in his 151520 and 151525 gave further 
details of the attack of his and the Army aircraft on the 10th, 
indicating that the damage inflicted really was great. 

Comdesron 5 (PORTER) reported that he Is enroute to Pearl 
with the JAPARA and that the refloating attempt on the TAYLOR 
was unsuccessful. This natter is being studied further by the 
salvage personnel now at Canton. 

The destroyer watch on French Frigate Shoal is being con¬ 
tinued. 

In response to orders issued by Comsubpac on the 13th, 
three submarines are taking up patrol stations northwest of 
the Bonin3 to attack any of the enemy concentration believed 
to be forming there. One sub is being sent into the Anzac 
area to patrol near Rabaul. 

The enemy continues to search intensively north of Marcus, 
but Cardiv Five Is now slated to carry planes from Yokosuka to 
Staring Bay. A considerable enemy concentration has continued 
to use Kessa Harbor (Buka Channel), northwest Solomons. Bombing 
of Moresby continues and Horn Island (Torres Strait) has 
received its first air attack. 

March 16 


Task Force 17 was heard from In his 132141 in which he 
endeavored to arrange for the train vessels at Samoa to move 
to Noumea or Suva. In 160217 Cincpac ordered that these ships 
be moved from Samoa only In emergency. 

Further word from Cominch was received as to the confer¬ 
ence concerning Task Force 16's employment (162043). Orders 
for this force will therefore have to wait for the results of 
the conference. 

In 170545 replied to Opnav's 151526 concerning water at 
Bleacher. 

The small force sent from Noumea to Efate is due to 
arrive today. 
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March 16 (C on't) 

The special alert placed in effect on Oahu on March 
3 was relaxed today. 

High Commissioner Sayre of the Philippines passed 
through by plane enroute to the U.S. 

Cominch in 161642 directed transfer of 4 DD and 5 OSS 
from Southwest pacfor to Anzac Force. Also the GRIFFIN and 
5 OSS are now enroute from Panama to the Anzac Area. 

No offensive move of the enemy has been detected as 
being actually underway but the indications are that he 
will move against northern Australia and India and possibly 
New Caledonia. Our garrison is now ashore at the last place 
but unloading has not been completed. 

The enemy also is apparently continuing to activate 
his screening and mainland defense forces. The KAGA is 
definitely enroute to Yokosuka, perhaps with some torpedo 
damage. Our submarines may get a shot at her. 


March 17. 


No news of any task forco wa3 received today. 

Recent reports from submarines have been quite dis¬ 
couraging as they have not sighted much traffic off Port 
Lloyd, Bungo Channel, or even the eastern part of the East 
China Sea. No indication of the result of our submarines 
concentrating northwest of the Bonin3 has been noted. They 
should, however, be at present in the path of the KAGA which 
is known to be en route to Yokosuka. 

Several more or less administrative matters are being 
forced upon the Commander-in-Chief because of unsatisfactory 
conditions. The fuel supply of Hawaii is one, and in fact 
the general supply and shipping are in the same condition. 

No action was taken on CinCPac dispatch 180401 of January 
and no real naval transportation service, as was visualized 
by the War Plan, has ever been created. There is therefore 
no coordinating or directing agency on the West Coa3t to 
systematize the shipments. 

The allocation of space for evacuees has ju3t been 
put in the hands of the CinCPac by Opnav. 
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March 17 (Cont’d) 


In reply to a question from Cominch concerning the 
aircraft slated for Bleacher, 172029 was sent. Contained 
therein is the implied suggestion that, as long as the Army 
garrison will arrive there soon, it would be better not to 
send the Marine aircraft. Also in 170545, Cincpac replied 
to Opnav’s question about well-digging equipment in Task Force 
Thirteen. 


Some of the troops for Hawaii, Maui and Kauai arrived 
on the 15th in the Lurline and Aquitania. There has been no 
great increase in aircraft here recently - about 30 3-17*s 
and about 1B3 pursuits constitute the Army’s air force. A 
few B-24's have started through to Australia and the first 
B-25's, which are being set up here have begun to fly to the 
same destination. 


^ The situation at Noumea is indicated by Tangi 
170145. 


er 


s 


The press announced General McArthur’s presence in 
Australia, and that he would be in supreme command there. 

In connection with this Coninch’s 171C40 was received telling 
of prospective area alignments. 

There were no new developments in enemy activities 

today. 
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01 0247 

c» 

ANY OP ALL US MEN 0? WAR TO CINCPAC 

o 

02 1037 

To Cincpac for info who is requested pass to Cominch 
for action and al30 to Conanzac and Opnav for info. 

President Tyler will depart 20 Feb for Papeete for 
water than to San Francisco via route 30 miles west of 
normal Great Circle Lane. Other vessels unloading 
slowly. 03tron estimates 6 weeks before one-half of 

7" gun3 will be installed. Transports and store ships 
will require water. Request convoy vessels returning 
from Anzac ports deliver 1000 tons'if practicable. 

Deemed undesirable send vessels to Papeete for wai:er 
except in emergency. 

CG 2MARBRIG SAMOA TO COMINCH 

O 

Ref Urdis 282120. Opolu i3 only practicable choice for 
establishment airfield seaplane base and garrison. 

Tactical advantage in location of Island of Savaii rec¬ 
ognized but it offers no natural advantages for immediate 
developments. Estimate Savaii would involve enormous . 

construction project requiring many months for development k' 
port, roads, field and seaplane runways. Estimate runway 
on Opolu adjoining existing seaplane runway could be 
prepared In 30 day3 after arrival personnel and equipment. 
Foregoing based on recent staff reconnaissance and study 
of both i3land3. 

02 1615 

COMINCH TO COMTASKFOR 11 

o 

Aldac 

Combined offensive about 10 March. 

03 1335 

COMSOTIWESPAC TO COMINCH 

9 

Following ships Fremantle. Holland, Snapper, Sturgeon, 
Sculpin, George B. Henry, Island Mail. 7 submarines 
operating Java Sea and approaches 2 south of Java, Permit- 
enroute disposition General McArthur, remainder enroute 
Fremantle. Houston and Perth sailed Batavia March 1 
probably in action Sunda Strait no information since sailing. 
Pope with badly damaged Exeter and Encounter bound Sunda 
Strait from Surabaya. Last heard from Java Sea being 
shadowed by plane. Remainder Desron 29 enroute Fremantle. 

Lt. Clark and 4 men ordered to destroy Stewart Wake best 

wa^, to Tjilatjap. Action and present whereabouts unknown. 

o 
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03 1335 (CONTINUED) 

Childs in Exmouth Gulf, Preston, Heron minus one propeller 
blade. Lark, Whipporwill, Tulsa, Ashville, Isabel, Lanakai 
enroute Fremantle. Andam sailed 1 March counsel general 
Foote on'board, destination unknown. Mount Vernon nearing 
Fremantle. Phoenix and Otus enroute. 7 hospital cases 
Houston and Marblehead in charge Lt. Comdr. Waskel, MCR, USN, 
remain Tj Hat jap. 7/hipple has 200 Langley and Pecos 
survivors no information remaining 500 or so. 

03 1505 COMINCH TO CINCPAC 

SEND SERVICE FORCE DETACHMENT MY 222200 TO BLEACHER AUGMENTED 
BY SUITABLE DETACHMENT OF TROOPS AND AIRCRAFT FOR LOCAL DE¬ 
FENSE PENDING ARRIVAL DEFENSE FORCE NOW BEING MADE UP FOR y 
DEPARTURE FROM WEST COAST WHEN SHIPPING IS AVAILABLE PARA • 
OPNAV HAS IN HAND ROUTING OF SHIP SUPPLIES OF ALL KINDS 
DIRECT TO BLEACHER. 

03 1525 COMINCH TO COMSOUWESPATCFOR 

CONTINUE ACTIVE SUBMARINE OPERATIONS IN ABDA AREA PARA 
ATTACK ENEMY VESSELS WITHIN AREA AND EXITING FROM PASSES 
COMMA OPPOSE ENEMY ADVANCE TOWARDS AUSTRALIA AND MAINTAIN 
ESSENTIAL COMMUNICATIONS WITH PHILIPPINES PARA MAKE USE 
OF AIR AUGMENTED BY OWN ARMY AIR AND AUSTRALIAN AIR AS 
ARRANGED FOR Ry COMANZAC FOR SUPPORT OF SUBMARINE OPERATIONS AND 
ATTACK ON ENEMY AIR BASES PARA REPORT BY RETURN DESPATCH 
WHAT SURFACE FORCES REMAIN INCLUDING AUXILARIES AND WHICH OF 
THEM YOU FEEL YOU CAM ACTIVELY EMPLOY AGAINST THE ENEMY WHILE 
•CONTINUING TO OPERATE IN THE ABDA AREA PARA MAKE SIMILAR 
REPORT AS TO AUSTRALIAN NAVAL UNITS ALLOCATED TO ABDA AREA. 

03 16360 COMINCH TO COMNWSEAFRON 

TO WHAT EXTENT DOES KODIAK ENTER INTO YOUR PLANS AS AN 
OPERATING BASE FOR SURFACE FORCES AS WELL AS AIRCRAFT AND 
SUBMARINES PARA REVIEW ADEQUACY OF FACILITIES AND DEFENSES 
OF KODIAK ON FOREGOING PREMISE 

04 0201 CINCPAC TO SUMNER 

Earliest possible information desired as to feasibility 
use Nukualofa anchorage by CV. What is estimated time ✓ 
for determining suitability Lahi Passage by deferring S 
work Egeria Channel. Is Narrows considered difficult 
to negotiate by heavy Qruisers and larger ships. 
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© 04 0337 



CihCP<*c to 

Your 282035 believe there should be retained in Souwestpacfor 
maximum number submarines which can be supported within 
reasonable range of the NEI and lines which Japan may develop 
in Bay of Bengal area. Additional tender should be assigned 
if required. Of submarines which cannot be maintained by 
the Souwestpacfor all Sail class should be assigned to 
Anzac Area and large type with appropriate tenders shifted 
to Pearl which is considered satisfactory as base for patrols 
in the Western Pacific. Pearl based units should take over 
Pelews and other Asiatic areas when Comsouwestpac is ready 
to release them also Solomon-Rabaul Area. 10 S-type ^ 

enroute should be assigned Anzac less Solomon-Rabaul area 
with tender or tenders as necessary. Comsubpac considers 
1500 miles their maximum practicable operating range. 

Present sound school and assignment to Dutch Harbor with 
appropriate rotation should be continued. 


040530 SUMNER TC CINCPAC 



Nukualofa now available as anchorage. Narrows not difficult 
for types specified. Slow low powered ships use during slack 
water. Experienced local pilot available.’ Lahi Passage ^ 
considered safe but will be dragged and marked in four days. 


04 1725 COMINCH to COMANZAC, COMSOWESPACFOR, CINCPAC . 




YOUR VIEWS REQUESTED ON CONVENIENCE AND ADVISABILITY OP 
DEFINITION OP OPERATIONAL AREAS IN PACIFIC WHICH IS ABOUT 
TO BECOME WHOLLY UNIT SAIL (US) SPHERE OP RESPONSIBILITY. 

CONSIDER AFIRM CONTINUATION OF ABDA AREA MODIFIED TO EX¬ 
CLUDE MALAYA AND SUMATRA WITH NORTHERN BOUNDARY 20 DEGREES 
NORTHEAST BOUNDARY 130 DEGREES EAST TO EQUATOR THENCE AS NOW. 
BAKER ANZAC AREA TO INCLUDE AUSTRALIA EXCEPT ABDA AREA 
OTHERWISE AS NOW BUT WITH EAST BOUNDARY RUNNING SOUTHEAST 
FROM EQUATOR AT 160 DEGREES EAST TO POINT 30 DEGREES SOUTH 
175 DEGREES WEST THENCE SOUTH CAST SOUTH PACIFIC AREA 
SOUTH OF EQUATOR AND EAST TO 110 DEGREES WEST DOG CENTRAL 
PACIFIC AREA NORTH OF EQUATOR AND EAST 0? ABDA AREA TO 42 
DEGREES EASY NORTH PACIFIC AREA NORTH OF 42 DEGREES 
FOX SOUTHEAST PACIFIC AREA AS NOW. 

OPERATIONS IN AREAS AFIRM BAKER FOX INITIALLY TO BE UNDER 
COMINCH, THOSE IN CAST DOG EASY UNDER CINCPAC. 



MAIN OPERATION AND SUPPLY BASES X AREA AFIRM TO BE DETER¬ 
MINED X BAKER AUCKLAND X CAST TONGATABU X DOG PEARL HARBOR 
EASY KODIAK X FOX PANAMA. 
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04 2227 


050127 


05 0215 





COMINCH to CINCPAC 

SHOW IMMEDIATELY TO GINOPAC IN PERSON X COPEKS PROM 
COM 14 AND COM 16 AND OTHER RADIO INTELLIGENCE SINCE 
ABOUT FEBRUARY 15 INDICATE ENEMY PLANS RAID WITH CAR- 
DIV 5 PLUS NITTA MARU AND LARGE SEAPLANES AGAINST US 
POSITIONS AND FORCES PROBABLY OAHU POSSIBLY PALMYRA 
JOHNSTON MIDWAY X IN SPITE OF SUGGESTIONS OF DECEPTION 
COMINCH ANALYSIS HAS HERETOFORE TENTATIVELY PLACED DATE 
OF RAID ABOUT MARCH 11 TO 13 X HOY/EVER THE IMPLICATIONS 
IN COM 14 040919 AND COM 16 041228 THAT THE ATTACK WILL 
OCCUR MARCH 5TH EITHER TOKYO OR OAHU DATE HAVE SOME 
FOUNDATION AND CANNOT BE IGNORED. 


COMNOWESSEAFRON to COMINCH 


See Com 13 endorsement on district report to shore 
station development board 18 October last recommending 
drydock for Kodiak for ships up to 3,000 tons ur 031630 
consider Kodiak should be used as base of operations 
for at least squadron of destroyers and no less than 6 
submarines in addition to 48 patrol planes and 72 land 
planes latter on emergency basis x In view current short¬ 
age in all of preceding categories current plans are 
predicated on employing Kodiak as principal base of 
operations of force available in Alaska. Comalsec has 
shore administrative headquarters there at present x No 
net or mine defenses 30 far provided but Army garrison 
of about 6,000 considered adequate defense against sur¬ 
face raiders x Protection against air attack is inade¬ 
quate due to lack of fighting planes x Army endeavoring 
remedy this condition has 13 Bi7’s and 25 P40’s at present. 


COMBATSHIPS to CINCPAC 


Puget Sound and area to northward lacks protective nets 
and compares unfavorably with Chesepeake Bay in security 
and in expanse of clear water and percentage of good 
visibility for training purposes but has some value for 
limited elementary training particularly for shaking 
down after protracted visit navy yard provided for se¬ 
curity reasons thi3 use is sporadic and irregular x 
Consider desirable net Port Townsand anchorage x Enemy 
submarines have visited Gulf of Mexico but apparently 
not Gulf of California x Relative security for training 
in such an area mu3t be sought in not too frequent nor 
regular use x Believe strongly in plenty of cruising 
for battleships adequately screened but consider desir¬ 
able they customarily be behind nets x Do not recommend 
more than 4 battleships cruise with 5 destroyer screen x 
Believe sugrested 3 weeks cruise practicable. 
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05 0509 


CINOPAC to COMINCH 




Part 1 of 2 parts x Your 222200 and 031505 Marine Defense 
Battalion preparing depart x Marine fighting planes Ewa 
can be used Bleacher instead of Johnston and Palmyra but 
if Army will ultimately man station recommend iise pursuit 
planes from Hawaii replacing with others from mainland x 
Essential necessities for accommodation planes will be 
provided prior to their arrival x 

If more than protected anchorage contemplated base should 
have at least minimum accommodations for carrier group 
also storage facilities for fuel oil gasoline ammunition 
stores and preferably some repair and other facilities x 
Consider these should be provided x Does your concept in¬ 
clude such development and to what extent x It will 
materially assist if your ideas could be communicated 
to me more fully x Second part to follow. 


05 0553 CINCPAC to COMINCH 




G 


2nd and last part x Para x Shore installations and per¬ 
sonnel should be provided by department)6neaning of quote 
Opnav has in hand routing of ships supplies of all kinds 
direct to Bleacher unquote not clear x 

Size force supported by base and service detachment 
definitely limited by supplies that can regularly be 
received from mainland which in turn depends upon avail¬ 
ability adequate shipping x In view exposure anchorage 
propose use it to minimum extent until defenses including 
aircraft are established x Fourteen service ships consist¬ 
ing of 1 AF 7 AO 1 ADR 2 DM 1 AM and 2 AV already in area 
and others being prepared x 

Comanzac 210430 and 0742Z/16 February indicate availability 
Nandi Roads by middle April x Believe date could be con¬ 
siderably advanced if SUMNER sent there from Bleacher to 
assist sweeping x Recently advised additional air fields J 
being constructed Viti Levu that will soon permit use by 
carrier group x Other facilities and defenses including 
presence Army pursuit squadron and mining preparations 
point to certain advantages that place which while closer 
to bases for enemy bombers is also closer to probable 
operating areas x Believe protected base can be developed 
earlier there than at Bleacher x 

Request your reactions as to Nandi Roads also as to use 
Army pursuit planes from Oahu at Bleacher and information 
as to whether or not Department will provide shore instal¬ 
lations and shore personnel including those for construc¬ 
tion both places. 
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04 1453 COMINCH TO CINCPAC INFO COMANZAC 

My 222200 your 230403 February. Request SUMNER give 
priority to Lahi Passage for deep draft ships reporting 
by despatch preliminary estimates of suitability esti- 
mated time required to check survey and install naviga- ^ 
tion aid3. Anchorage area off Nukualofa should be 
surveyed to provide for 4 deep 4 medium and 8 light 
draft vessels initially and then extended for twice this 
number of ships. 


05 0251 CINCPAC TO ALL TASK FORCE COMMANDERS 




For Task Force 16. Following extracts from Cominch: 
"Intelligence indicates enemy plans raid with carriers 
and large seaplanes against U.S. positions and forces 
probably Oahu possibly Palmyra, Johnston, Midv/ay. In 
spite of suggestions of deception Cominch has heretofore 
tentatively placed date of raid about 11 to 13 March. 
Implications that attack will occur at an earlier date 
cannot be ignored". Troop movements are enroute Hawaiian 
Area ETA 11 to 14 March. Desire Task Force 16 be pre¬ 
pared for counter action. If you require fuel will send 
CUYAMA to rendezvous to be designated by you. CUYAMA 
speed 12 with 40,000 barrels now on four hours notice. 


06 0103 COMBATSHIPS TO CINCPAC INFO COMBATFOR 



Propose following schedule of training and firing at 
sea for battleships screened by 3 destroyers now assigned 
Task Force ONE. March 9-14 Batdiv 3 provided one ad¬ 
ditional destroyer which has been requested from ComWes- 
SeaFron is available. Otherwise Batdiv 3 less NEW MEXICO. 
March 19-23 Batdiv 2. March 27-31 Batdiv 4. Consider 
above time at sea inadequate but maximum which can be 
provided until additional destroyers are available. 

Propose continue similar operations to limit of available 
destroyers. 


06 0225 CINCPAC TO COMINCH 


o 


Your 041453 on 3 March in response my inquiry SUMNER 
preliminary report estimates Lahi Passage safe. Time 
to drag and mark 4 day3. Narrows feasible at slack 
water. Action being initiated regarding serious water 
problem indicated Naval Officer in Charge Fiji despatch 
0345Z/5 to NZ Air Liaison Officer here. Assume diplo¬ 
matic arrangements with NZ and Tonga governments made. 
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06 0507 COMANZAC TO COMINCH INFO CINCPAC, COMUSNAVPORST/PAC. OPIIAV 

Regarding areas proposed urdis 051725 consider: (a) ABDA 
area should be extended southward to include western coast 
of Australia and southwestern coast to Longitude 118 
degrees east. This v/ill place Fremantle in ABDA area as 
operating base. (b) Eastern boundary ANZAC area should 
be changed to read "Running southeast from Equator at 160 
degrees east to point 18 degrees south 176 degrees west 
thence south". This will keep Fiji in ANZAC area as 
Fiji tied very tightly with New Zealand. Believe that 
for strategic economic and political reasons Fiji should 
not be outside ANZAC area. Fiji is garrisoned by and 
is main outlying base for New Zealand. (c) Strongly 
recommend designation of Sydney as additional operating 
and as main repair base. 

07 0451 CINCFAC TO COMINCH 


Consider operational areas should be analogous to sea 
frontiers with unity command all forces assigned thereto. 
Cominch 041725. The Commanders should support but not 
command other Fleet forces operating in their area. 

Size force required for effective results in attacking y 
enemy positions or meeting enemy attack as well as 
complicated logistic problems clearly indicated forces 
mu3t not be dispersed unduly by definite assignment to 
areas. Proposed areas satisfactory except AFIRM should 
include all western Australia. Recommend BAKER CAST 
DOG under Cincpac to facilitate operations. Others 
under Cominch. 
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07 1S20 FROM COMINCH TO -&38GZKC 



AIDAC 

FILL TASK FORCE SEVENTEEN WITH STORES AND SPARES 


07 2345 FROM SUMNER TO CINCPAC 



Plenty of drinking water available. Local jetty will 
take vessels to 5,000 gross tons. Reef to (either 
westward or eastward) of town dry in places at low 
tide. Top of reef level enough for vehicles. Edge of 
reef steep in deep water facilitating landing by boats, 
pontoons and tank lighter. One deep water channel through 
reef to shore wide enough for tank lighters. First class . 
road along waterfront and to large grass surfaced landing * 
field and various other places on the island. No cranes 
available. Sumner originator of this. Colonel in command 
of island forces starting immediately on causeways for use 
in landing when reef is awash. Also other arrangements 
for reception of troops. Has 700 men available for work 
as necessary. Ready to receive troops and equipment at 
any time. 



08 0013 FROM TASK FORCE 11 TO COMANZAC 

Aidac originated 052300. 
Plans for attack. 


08 0135 CG 2ND MARBRIG TO CINCPAC 




Personal visit to Western Samoa yesterday convinces me 
deferseless condition rich island simply waiting seizure 
by enemy. Without our superiority at sea and in the air 
this area present status and Saveli Imperils security 
this base. Whole group Samoan Islands forms tactical 
entity. Administrator has instructions to give ns what¬ 
ever we wart on those islands. Rumor current that / 

negotiations underway for release mandate these islands 
to the United States and it appears reaction would be 
favorable in official circles. Upolu and Savaii feasible 
for occupation by enemy but only Upolu capable of hasty 
development as base. Enemy occupation and development 
Upolu could prevent our primary employment Tutuila Base 
without even his seizure of Tutuila. Enemy occupation 
Upolu would require major operation to dislodge him. 
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09 0912 C0MS0WESPAC to COMINCH 

Your 041725 for operational purposes Including basing 
proposed area satisfactory. 

08 1905 OPNAV to COMTASKGROUP 12.1 

On joining with deliver the following from General 
Marshall to Commanding General POPPY quote dispatch 
to EPATE at earliest possible date a detachment con¬ 
sisting of 1 heavy weapons company, one rifle com¬ 
pany, and necessary services with 60 days supplies ^ 
and 10 units of fire. This is a temporary measure 
pending the establishment of permanent garrison. 

This force will remain under your command. A rep¬ 
resentative of Comanzac Force will meet you at Noumea. 
Acknowledge unquote Comanzac deliver to Brett. 

09 1300 COMAIIZACFOR to COMTASKFOR 17. 11. CHICAGO 

8 B-17s leaving HORN ISLAND about 0900 local time 
10th will attack enemy forces SALAMAUA LAE area about 
1200 local time 10th priority of targets (l) aircraft 
carrier or seaplane tender (2) transports (3) warships. 


09 1630 COMINCH to CINCPAC INFO OPNAV BUNAV 


YOUR 030323 FEB APPROVED BY MY 041920 OF FEB MENTIONS 
QUOTE REORGANIZATION WHICH WILL BE SUBMITTED NEAR 
FUTURE UNQUOTE AND NOT YET RECEIVED PARA WHAT ARE 
YOUR VIEWS ABOUT DISCONTINUANCE OF BATTLE FORCE AND 
SCOUTING FORCE AS PERMANENT TASK FORCES ESPECIALLY 
SINCE BUNAV STATES NO REASON WHY FLAG AND OTHER 
OFFICERS SHOULD NOT BE ORDERED AS COMMANDER TASK FORCE 
OR TASK GROUP OR TASK UNIT 


10 0254 COMSEPACFOR to COMINCH 

Originator ComSepacfor in TRENTON plus SAMPSON departed 
Bobcat for Canal Zone by direct route 1600 9th. Desire 
mail be held at Balboa. SEPULGA now SOPA Bobcat. 

Request interested activities including Army be notified 
route radio radio traffic via that vessel. Request 
mail for all vessels BC 200 be forwarded to and held 
San Francisco. 

10 0915 TRITON to COMTASKFOR 7 


Cleared area 2 March. 3 freighters and 1 cargo pas¬ 
senger vessel torpedoed. Some rerouting traffic. May 
pass around north of SAISHUTO. Area patrolled by large 
seaplanes. No men-of-war sighted. 
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_10 0605 

o 


TANGIER TO GINCPAC 


Negotiations with high commissioner progressing satis¬ 
factorily. He strongly desires to command all military 
forces. Have informed him such is and will be my task. 

Air eady Commander Axistralian Force here cooperating splend¬ 
idly under me. Anticipate no further troubles re question 
of command. 12 officers of Poppy force arrived yesterday 
by plane. Contrary to War Department Information Emmons 
representative here has been and is doing superior work. 

He should not repeat not be removed. This from General 
Patch for transmission to War Department. 



O 0 1828 OPNAV TO COMANZACFOR 


Request information If any following facilities available 
at Roses housing in nipa shacks or otherwise weight 
handling docks lighterage fresh water fuel or gas 
storage. 


10 2350 

o 

o 


TANGIER TO CINCPAC 


Deliver to General R.W. Crawford, War Plans Division, 

War Department, Washington, D.C. War Department 
instructions not inform high commissioner our defense 
plans for Poppy have been strictly complied with by me. 
However yesterday Australian Naval Liaison here (to 
Crawford from Patch) informed me he had disclosed date, 
strength and all other data to high commissioner in 
accordance with orders from his superior navy authority 
in Australia. This latter fact I have confirmed. Other¬ 
wise preparatory reconnaissances proceeding satisfactorily. 
This from General Patch. 


11 0321 CINCPAC TO COMINCH 



Halsey in this morning. Well executed attacks against 
Wake 24th Marcus 4th local dates found no shipping and 
few aircraft present. At Wake three large seaplanes one 
patrol boat ail destroyed four prisoners taken from 
latter. Shore Installations including landing field 
damaged by 37 five hundred pound bombs, 182 one hundreds, 
heavy strafing and by bombardment Northampton, Salt Lake 
City, Balch qnd Maury. Our loss one VSB crew apparently 
captured. At Marcus two dive bomber squadrons attacked 
dawn. No enemy aircraft present. Field Is only partially 
developed but usable. Considerable buildings including pier on 
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11 0321 (CONT'D) 


south side. Damage difficult to determine as heavy 
type machine gun fire was accurate. 32 five hundreds 
and 64 one hundreds dropped on buildings, tanks, AA 
guns and runway. One VSB shot down but crew seen in 
rubber boat ten miles from island. 



Unless enemy action prevents will keep force sixteen 
at Pearl at least ten days to accomplish necessary 
upkeep and urgent alterations to increase combat effect¬ 
iveness. 


No report from Brown but enemy radio indicates contacts 
beginning 0030Z on tenth. TRITON returning from area 
north of Formosa reports sinking three freighters and 
one passenger cargo ship. Midway reports contact with 
enemy planes at 2340Z tenth, rbrther details when 
received. 

' 10 0221 COMTASKFOR 11 TO COMINCH INFO CINCPAC COMANZAC 




On forenoon 10 March 105 planes launched from 2 carriers 
in Gulf of Papua from point 125 miles from Salamoa and 
carried out surprise attack on enemy forces that port and 
Lae. No enemy air opposition encountered except 1 scout 
type seaplane and antiaircraft batteries from shore and 
ships. Following damage inflicted 3 transports at Lae 
2 sunk 1 about 15000 tons v/ith many men aboard other 
beached. 2 cruisers, 2 destroyers 1 auxiliary believed 
to be minelayer in Lae-Salamoa Roads damaged as follows: 

One cruiser hit by 6 500 pound bombs and i 100 bomb left 
burning. Other cruiser hit by one 1000 pound bomb blew 
up probably sunk. One destroyer hit by 500 pound bomb 
stern blown off and sunk. Other destroyer hit by 100 pound 
bombs afire and stopped. Minelayer left burning. At 
Salamoa 2 transports about 10000 tons at anchor. 1 sunk 
other left burning. 1 3Cout type seaplane shot down by 
fighter. 1 LEXINGTON scout bomber pilot Ensign Joseph 
Philip Johnson USNR and James Wuford Jewell ARM 3rd 
service number 287 39 74 USN shot down by direct hit AA 
fire near shore at Lae. Survival uncertain. No other 
casualties this force. No enemy planes sighted by our 
ships. US Army bombers followed our attack results un¬ 
known. Air field hangars and W3WMI houses believed un¬ 
serviceable mostly from previous bombing. Greatly ap¬ 
preciate excellent reconnaissance information obtained 
by Royal Australian fliers under difficult and hazardous 
conditions. Combined task forces withdrawing to fuel 
rendezvous. Taskfor 11 proceeding PEARL after fueling 
about 16th unless otherwise directed. 
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11 0432 COMANZAC to OPNAV INFO CINCPAC. TANGIER, SUMNER 

Your 101328. Facilities ROSES: (a) Estimate housing 
accommodation for 2000 men available wooden construction 
buildings and about 1000 in Nipa shacks, (b) Jetties 
suitable ships boats only 2 length 240’ width 8' and 
4 length 100' depth water alongside 6 to 8 feet. (c) 
Lighterage nil. (d) Very limited drinking water supply 
catchwater only. Drinking and boiler water for local 
steamers at Port Kavannah from small stream using ships 
boats. No water barge. (e) Small supply Diesel oil 
for Inter-i3land steamer and AvGas approx 45000 gallons 
90 octane and 1500 gallons aero oil available 3rd March 
for RAAF use. All in drums. No tank storage. (f) 
TANGIER being requested obtain more detailed information. 

11 1620 COMINCH to CINCPAC INFO COS, US ARMY 

AIDAC 


Full scale effort against HAWAII-MIDWAY may be indicated. 
Implement Unity of Command and ensure readiness. 


120235 SUMNER to CINCPAC 

Lahi Passage ready for use large ships. Your 052321. 
Buoyed dragged to 40 feet and cleared of coral heads. 
Proceeding with survey Egerial Channel 

12 0335 CINCPAC to CTF 11. CTF 17 INFO COMINCH 


/ 


Task Force 11 comply Cominch 171820 except direct 
PENSACOLA join Fletcher. Taskforce 17 continue operations 
ANZAC area. Well Done. 

$20259 CINCPAC to COMINCH INFO OPNAV 


Your 031505 Fourth Defense Battalion and advance detach¬ 
ment of personnel from Marine Fighting Squadron Ewa 
expected depart PEARL about 14th. Initial movement to 
BLEACHER will be CRESCENT CITY, CASTOR, CUYAMA, SOLACE 
and 2 DD. All except SOLACE returning after discharge. . 
Expect plant mines carried in CASTOR by DMs now in SAMOA. 
As no reply received my 050509 and 050533 equipment and 
ground personnel Marine Fighting Squadron being sent to 
prepare for receiving planes to follow when transporta¬ 
tion available here about 1 April. Please advise as to 
diplomatic arrangements with TONGA and NEW ZEALAND 
governments. 
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12 2010 



D 


COMINCH to CINCPAC, COM PC UR TEEN 

IN CONNECTION WITH PROSPECTIVE CHANGES IN DISTRICT AND 
NAVY YARD COMMANDS WHAT ARE YOUR VIEWS AROUT SUBSTITU¬ 
TING TER!',! NAVAL RASE FOR NAVY YARD TO INCLUDE ADJACENT 
ACTIVITIES 0? BASE CHARACTER AND TO EMPLOY TERM NAVAL 
DOCKYARD TO INCLUDE INDUSTRIAL ESTABLISHMENT AND 
ACTIVITIES SERVING OR OTHERWISE DIRECTLY RELATED THERE¬ 
TO PARA IN HAWAII A LINE OFFICER WOULD HAVE TRIPLE 
FUNCTIONS AS TO SEAFRONTIER DISTRICT AND NAVAL BASE 
WHILE AN ENGINEERING DUTY ONLY OFFICER WOULD COMMAND 
NAVAL DOCKYARD. 


COMINCH to CINCPAC 



REFER MY 161G35 AND 222200 X PLAN DISPATCH FROM EAST 
COAST ABOUT 6 APRIL NAVAL X ARMY AND AIR UNITS AND 
SERVICES FOR BLEACHER X PERSONNEL ABOUT 6000 ARMY X 
500 NAVAL CONSTRUCTION BATTALION X 500 NAVAL LOCAL 
DEFENSE UNIT X FORCE MENTIONED YOUR 120259 WILL BE USED 
FIJI-AUSTRALIAN AREA AT A PLACE TO BE DESIGNATED LATER 
AFTER BEING RELIEVED AT BLEACHER BY ARMY. 


12 2305 SUMNER TO CINCPAC 



Local colonel in command made careful survey water. 

Your 122149. Sumner replying. Reports present wells 
and storage adequate for number troops specified. 
Additional machinery and tanks will add to convenience y 
by locating wells where desired. Storage tank and 
cisterns generally used in town. Mostly open wells 
located at various other places of the island. Water 
reported rood. 
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12 2129 


13 0025 


13 0121 


13 0307 






FROM CINCPAC TO COMINCH INFO COMGENHAWDET 

Maximum number Army heavy bombers available daily here 
for striking force is 18. This due to limited total 
number and essential demands maintenance and repair. 

Your 111620. Request every effort expedite air increases 
previously recommended for this area particularly heavy 
bombers. 

COMANZAC to CTF-17, CHICAGO INFO COMIKCH CINCPAC TANGIER 

Anzac squadron under Focas will operate as desired by 
Fletcher in connection further operations against enemy. 
Army bomber and RAAF cooperation will be arranged by me 
as may be requested. PBY patrol and search continues 
but is subject to modification as desired. Comanzac 
will continue daily Intelligence. CHICAGO pass this 
(by visual) to Foca3 for action. 

COM 14 to COMINCH. CINCPAC. COMANZAC 

With reference to Daily Bulletins of Japanese activity 
and after consultation Cincpac submit following for 
consideration by Cominch (a) in order prevent possible 
leakage information obtained by Cl and consequent loss 
of source of this information delete from all bulletins 
direct references this type of information, (b) avoid 
repeating information previously issued by Mid Pacific 
Units. This will obviate possibility of apparent con¬ 
tradiction of locations enemy units due to time lag 
between issuance various bulletins. (c) in order pre¬ 
serve general security reduce number of addressees to 
those actually concerned. 

CINCPAC to CTF-11. 17 INFO TIPPECANOE. CCM3ERF0RPAC ETC . 

On completion fueling both Task Forces around sixteen 
March assume Task Force 17 full and Task Force 11 suf¬ 
ficient fuel for return PEARL. Further assume KASKASKIA 
NEOSHO practically empty and TIPPECANOE at SUVA with 
65,000 barrels. 

Based on above TIPPECANOE remain to serve Fletcher. 

PLATTE expected arrive SUVA same purpose around 26 March. 
KASKASKIA* and NEOSHO return PEARL as directed by Brown 
discharging remnants to SUVA if space available and 
remnants large enough to warrant it. Advise if fore¬ 
going not feasible or satisfactory. 
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13 0339 


13 0545 

13 1305 


13 1535 


13 2037 




CINCPAC to COMTASKFOR 17 INFO COMINCH.COMANZAC 


ClnCPac 120335 your operations directly under Cominch. 

In absence other orders be guided by principles given 
Cominch 261630 and 021615. 'BRIDGE with food and DOBBIN 
with some ammunition replacements of a]l kinds and minor 
repair facilities are in Pago Pago available for your 
logistic support. SOLACE departing Pearl 14th for Samoa. 
You are authorized to order any one of those ships else¬ 
where in emergency to supply your forces keeping CinCPac 
informed. Fuel supply covered in separate despatch. 
Service Force detachment with defense battalion and mines 
arrives Tongatabu code name Bleacher about 26th to estab¬ 
lish advance base. Lahi Passage has been swept to 40 
feet and buoyed by STONER. Anchorage available off 
Nukualofa. 



CINCPAC to BRIDGE. DOBBIN. SOLACE 

ComTaskForce 17 has been authorized to order any of 
addressees to proceed as services for his forces may 
require. 

COMINCH to CINCPAC. CIIICLANT INFO CG AMPHIBFOR PAC & LANT 

Effort will be made to keep 1 full division combat loaded 
transports available each coast for training which must 
be expedited even though piecemeal. Para. y 

Demands for shipping may necessitate that transport 
training division include ships under overhaul. 

COMINCH to COMANZAC. COMTASKFOR 17 INFO CINCPAC 

CINCPAC 130339 EXPEDITE READINESS TASKFOR 17 AND ANZAC 
SQUADRON TO CONTINUE OFFENSIVE ACTION AGAINST ENEMY 
ACTIVITIES NEW GUINEA AREA AND EASTWARD PREMI >ED ON 
INFORMATION SUPPLIED BY CINCPAC AND COMANZAC FORCE y 

WITH LATTER ARRANGING FOR AIR COOPERATION WHICH WAS SO y 
EFFECTIVE ON MARCH 10TH PARA ENEMY ACTIVITIES AGAINST 
PORT MORESBY AND/OR TO SEC-'RE BASE SITES IN SOLOMON 
ISLANDS ARE INDICATED AS OBJECTIVES BUT YOU ARE FREE 
TC STRIKE AS YOU SEE FIT TO CRIPPLE AND DESTROY ENEMY 
FORCES. 


OPNAV tc CINCPAC 


Your 130339 request information number mines type cable 
plummets and antenna being sent Eleacher in order cor¬ 
relate mining projects. 600 contact mines being pre¬ 
pared for shipment to Bleacher and 270 to Roses repeat 
Roses fron Yorktown and West Coast early April. 
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13 1430 COMINCH TO CINCPAC 

YOUR 122059 LATEST DEVELOPMENTS INDICATE ADVISABILITY 
OP ATTACHING BASIC SHIPS NAMED TO YOUR TASK FORCE 16 
DULY STREAMLINED BUT TO INCLUDE SISTER SHIP PARA STAND 
BY TO SEND COMMANDER TASK FORCE SIXTEEN TO WEST COAST 
FOR CONFERENCE ABOUT TIKE BASIC SHIP ARRIVES THERE 

13 1955 COMINCH TO CINCPAC 


YOUR 030323 FEBRUARY WAS APPROVED BY MY 041920 FEBRUARY 
PARA NOW WISH YOUR VIEWS AS TO CONTINUATION OF TERMS 
"EATTLE FORCE AND SCOUTING FORCE" AS PERMANENT TASK 
FORCES X NOTE THAT THESE TERMS ARE NOT IN USE IN 
ATLANTIC PARA BUNAV STATES THAT OFFICERS CAN BE 
ORDERED TO SEA DUTY AS " COMMANDER TASK FORCE TASK 
GROUP OR TASK UNIT" WITHOUT NUMERICAL DESIGNATION 


/ 


14 2155 CINCPAC TO COMINCH 


Task Force 16 ready to depart about 21st. Your 131430. 
Task Force 18 due arrive San Diego about same date. 

Task Force 17 should leave Anzac Area about 5 April 
for return Pearl. Proposed conference would require 
delay depart 16 or assignment of relief task force 
commander. 


15 1520 COMTASKFOR 11 to COMINCH INFO GOMANZAC CINCPAC CTF-17. 


This my 102201 and Comanzac 120155 during Navy attack 
Salamaua-Lae area additional ships were sighted 25 miles 
off coast and attacked by part of YORKTOWN planes which 
arrived in area one half hour after LEXINGTON planes. 

An officer flown to Townsville with despatches following 
day was informed by Major Carmichael USA that Army 
bombers attacked ships at sea and not ships in ports of 
either Salamaua or Lae already sinking or badly damaged 
by Navy. It is therefore probable that total damage 
inflicted on 10 March by combined United States-Australian 
forces is: By Navy 1 CA MOGAMI class sunk 1 CA KINUGASA 
class sunk 1 CL NATORO or TENRYU class badly damaged and 
believed sunk. 1 DD probably sunk 2 badly damaged 
possibly sunk. 5 APs or AKs all either sunk or completely 
destroyed by fire and beached. 1 AM burning and probably 
sunk. 1 AV seriously damaged. 2 PG damaged 1 burning 
possibly sunk. 
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13 2100 


13 2358 


14 0353 


14 0530 





OPNAV to CINCPAC info CCMANZAC 


Our mining plans assume same ships will lay mines in 
succession at Pantan Bleacher and Roses using some 
assembly personnel now enroute Pantan. Advise whether 
correct or what additional mine facilities desired. 



COM-14 to COMIHCH info CINCPAC 


Believe current designations and organization simple 
effective and well understood your 121250. Line Flag 
Officer for Comdt Navy Yard of great value on account 
military and professional qualifications as he has 
important military duties relating security navy yard 
and adjacent land areas as well a3 being charged se¬ 
curity waters Pearl together with entrance sortie 
berthing piloting and supply tugs to fleet. In addi¬ 
tion he affords trained line relief for District Comdt 
in case sickness or casualty. Doubt exists as to 
whether change title would not cause loss statutory 
and fiscal authority now possessed by Comdts Navy Yard. 
Recommend no change. 


CINCPAC to COMINCII info COM-14 


Recommend against changes Naval District dash Navy Yard 
setup offered for comment your 121250. New setup does 
not offer advantages that would outweigh confusion that 
might result from changes in organization at a time 
when utmost stability is required. Concur in Com-14 
despatch 132358. 


TANGIER to CCMANZAC, CINCPAC 

Your 030500 suitable for flight operations, It is be¬ 
lieved, under all wind directions. The greatest 
difficulty will be experienced finding suitable plane 
and tender moorings since deep water comes abruptly 
up to coral reef skirting harbor. Chart depth of 
water is below figures furnished by French authorities J 
here. Before basing at Ilavanna submarine protection 
across two passages should be provided. Above result 
of roncom landing and air reconnaissance information 
contained your 110432 checks except that there is 
possibilities few lighters at Roses though not seen 
in harbor today. Pass to Comanzac for action. 
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13 2141 

COMTASKPOR 17 to COMANZAC INFO CINCPAC 

O 

Necessary BRIDGE DOBBIN SOLACE base closer to probable 
scene of operations this Task Force. In view my lack 
of knowledge harbor conditions and necessity radio / 

silence request Comanzac take charge those ships and 
order them to Noumea or Suva preferable the former. 

BRIDGE especially required for early provisioning. 

BRIDGE should leave 10 days provisions at Samoa for San 
Francisco and Bagley. 

141825 

COMINCH to CINCPAC, COM 14 INFO VARIOUS COMMANDS 

O 

Com 14 130121 recommendation: 

(A) Approved. 

(B) Cominch and Com 14 discontinue bulletins. CinCPac 
issue daily bulletin. 

(C) Addressees as per present Com 14 bulletin plus 

SPENAVO. Continue distribution RI and COPEKS as 
at present. 

15 0137 

O 

CINCPAC TO COMINCH, OPNAV 

Opnav 132037 sending to Bleacher 430 mark 6 mines com¬ 
pletely assembled and adjusted for depth. Following 
data give in order number mines depth casing feet depth 
antennae float feet limitations depth water fhthorns 

Afirm 80. 45. 10. 10-157, Eaker 80. 45. 10. 10-74, Cast 

20.25. 10. 6-57, Dog 175. 25. 7. 6-57, Easy 125. 22. 7. 

5-57. 

o 

Tentative mining' plan supplied Commander Task Force 13 
subject to modification after arrival Bleacher at out 26th 
and conferring with local authorities and Sumner now 
surveying there. y 

Opnav 132100. Kingfisher now laying fields Suva under¬ 
stand additional mines being 3ent there from mainland. 

Gamble and Ramsay planting mines Samoa estimated complete 

27 March. Mines arrived those places missing essential 
parts which have been supplied from Pearl. Plan use 

Gamble., Ramsay at Bleacher. No information regarding 

Roses. 

W 

Burned 132041 assume orders for base hospital 3issued 
by Opnav or Cominch. Request location Strawstack 
estimated time arrival and any other pertinent informa¬ 
tion . 

• 

Insofar as possible recommend Cincpac be kept fully 
advised as to plans for south sea bases with advance 
information where practicable in order to provide more 
effective planning cooperation and coordination here. 














t'ar . GCT 
15 1525 


15 1526 


16 0217 


16 0821 


16 1642 





C0MTASKF0R 11 TO COIJIKCH INFO COMANZAC 

Numerous small craft and landing boats attempting rescue 
of personnel from AP beached and sunk. 2 seaplanes Lae 
definitely shot down in flames other seen falling out 
of control. Antiaircraft guns on beach at Lae and on 
cruisers strafed and silenced. By Army and Australian 
forces: 1 near miss on crui3'r. 1 near miss on large 
destroyer. 1 direct hit on each of 2 APs. 1 AP sur¬ 

rounded by 6 bombs and left burning. 1 near miss on 
each of 2 other AP seen to have caused damage. 1 near 
miss on 1 other AP. All bombs used by Army and Austral¬ 
ian forces were either of 500 or 600 pound type. Total 
104 carrier planes poish Hudsons and 8 Army bombers 
participated in attack.* Report of Navy damages is result 
of careful check and analysis of reports submitted by 
LEXINGTON and YORKTOWN squadrons commanders and pilots 
and from interpretation of photographs made during en¬ 
gagement . 

OPNAV TO CINCPAC 


If well boring outfits are enroute Bleacher in CRESCENT 
CITY or other vessel request wells be drilled to accommo- 
date shout 7000 Army, Navy permanent garrison due Bleacher * 
in May. Will any distillation and purification units be 
required? Reference Sumner to Cincpac 122305. 

CINCPAC TO CTF 17. COMANZAC 

CTF 17 132141 do not desire ships mentioned base in as 
advanced places as Noumea and Suva. They may be ordered / 
there for services in accordance my 130339 on completion v 
of which they should be promptly returned Samoa. Con¬ 
template use Bleacher when advanced base established 
there. 

4 

COMTASKFOR 11 TO COM.INCH INFO CINCPAC. COMANZAC 

Aidac 


Recommendation as to future operations in north Anzac 
Area. 

i01,'INCH TO COMSWPACFOR, CONSUBRON 5 

COMSWPACFOR TRANSFER 4 DD 5 OSS AT ONCE TO COMANZAC FORCE 
FOR DUTY. HAVE AS ACCOMPANY OSS LAND SPARES AND STORES J 
AS DIRECTED BY COMANZACFOR THEN RETURN NORMAL STATION. 

ON DEPARTURE BOECAT COMSUERON 5 IN GRIFFIN SUBDIV 53 
REPORT COMANZAC FOR DUTY. 
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16 2043 COMINCH TO CINCPAC 

MY REPRESENTATIVE PROCEEDING PEARL MOST RAPID MEANS 
FOR CONFERENCE WITH YOU AND COMTASKFOR 16. SHOULD 
ARRIVE 20TH THIS REFERS TO SUBJECT MY 131430 YOUR 
142155 AND TAKES PLACE OF CONFERENCE PREVIOUSLY 
PROPOSED 

17 0241 CINCPAC TO OPNAV 

Your 141828. Cincpac now controlling evacuation 
allocations and giving consideration to civilian needs. 
Allocations are based on priorities and proportioned 
to numbers various categories to be evacuated as agreed 
to in conference with representatives ComGen Hawaiian 
Dept. 

17 0545 CINCPAC TO OPNAV 


No well boring equipment in CRESCENT CITY. SUMNER 
reports water situation satisfactory. Your 151526 
in view comments SUMNER 122305 and considering varia- ,/ 
tion in Bleacher rainfall recommend permanent garrison 
provide well boring outfits and purification units 
and for emergency use distillation equipment. 


17 0145 TANGIER to CINCPAC 


General Patch to General Marshall War Dept Washington 
D C. Situation a3 follows colon oxcept for unloading 
details comma all troops ashore and dispersed. 50/a 
present ship supplies ashore. Limited unloading 
facilites and equipment 3lows time of debarkation of 
supplies and equipment. 85^ motor equipment yet to 
arrive. Ground reconnaissance shows terrain and road 
net exceptionally severe comma hence additional quarter 
ton 4 by 4 vehicles urgently needed here. Requisition 
for them follows. Force directed to be dispatched to 
Efate by your radio have sailed under escort comma 
General Rose in command. My previous request for 3000 
additional 30 caliber rifles and attendant ammunition 
to organize comma train and have available a force of 
3000 additional native troops unanswered. Emphasize 
the importance of this request semicolon request con¬ 
firmation or denial. Destroying air field at Koumac 
because adequate defense thereof would cause excessive 
troop dispersion. Have received written agreement from 
high commissioner here to exercise command over allied 
forces In Poppy, ^'rom General Patch. 
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17 1640 COMIIiCH to COMANZAC, COMSOWESPAC, Info CINCPAC 




FOR INFORMATION ONLY. IT IS LIKELY THAT SOUTHWEST PACIFIC 
AREA UNDER UNITED STATES CONTROL WILL SOON BE SET UP TO 
INCLUDE AUSTRALIA THE NETHERLANDS EAST INDIES LESS SUMATRA 
PLUS PHILIPPINES NEW GUINEA BISMARCKS AND SOLOMONS. IN 
SUCH CASE NAVAL FORCES WILL BE UNITED IN ONE COMMAND PROB¬ 
ABLY UNDER LEARY COMPRISING AUSTRALIAN NAVY AND CURRENT 
UNITED SOUTHWEST PACIFIC FORCE. ALL AIR FORCES OTHER THAN 
NAVAL WILL PROBABLY ALSO BE COMBINED UNDER A SINGLE SUB¬ 
ORDINATE COMMAND. OVERALL COMMAND WILL BE SIMILAR TO THAT 
OF ABDA AREA PR03ABLY UNDER UNITED STATES ARMY OR AIR CORPS 
OFFICER. SOUTH PACIFIC AREA ALSO CONTEMPLATED TO INCLUDE 
ALL EAST OF ABOVE SOUTHWEST PACIFIC AREA AND UNDER UNITED 
STATES NAVY. 

17 2029 CINCPAC to COMINCH 




YOUR 161847 MY 120259 ADVANCE DETACHMENT OF 1 OFFICER 151 \ 
MEN WITH 1 J2F DUE BLEACHER IN CRESCENT CITY 27 MARCH TO 
PREPARE FOR RECEIVING PLANES. EXPECT SEND 21 F2A AND 1 
J2F FROM HERE WHEN TRANSPORTATION AVAILABLE ABOUT 1 APRIL. 

IN VIEW LIMITED UNLOADING FACILITIES BLEACHER AND DISTANCE V 
FIELD FROM PORT PROBABLE PLANES MUST BE LANDED AND REAS- W 
SEMBLED SUVA AND FLOWN TO BLEACHER. TRANSPORTATION AND / 
READINESS FOR SERVICE WILL BE EXPEDITED AS MUCH AS THE V 
VARIOUS COMPLICATED FACTORS PERMIT BUT IT NOW APPEARS IM¬ 
PROBABLE THAT READINESS WILL BE APPRECIABLE BEFORE ARRIVAL 
FORCE MENTIONED YOUR 122010. IF ASSIGNMENT THESE PLANES 
ELSEWHERE IN SOUTH SEAS CONTEMPLATED FURTHER COMPLICATIONS 
AND DELAYS IN MOVING FROM BLEACHER WILL BE ENTAILED. IF 
ANY CANCELLATION ASSIGNMENT THIS SQUADRON IS UNDER CON¬ 
SIDERATION REQUEST EARLY ADVICE IN ORDER IT MAY BE SENT 
PALMYRA WHERE STATIONING OF PLANES URGENTLY DESIRED. 
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March 10. > 

There was still no word from Task Forces 11 and 17. 

Some indication is expected from ComTF-17 as to his intentions. ^ ‘5 
TF-11 is returning to Pearl hut date of arrival is unknown. 

TF-13 is en route Tongatabu (Bleacher) expected to 
arrive on the 27t.h. Orders (182055) were issued to the GAMBLE 
and RAMSAY to proceed to Bleacher on the 27th to lay mines. 

TF-18 (HORNET Group) i3 expected to arrive San Diego 
on the 20th. 

The refloating attempt on the TAYLOR wa3 unsuccessful 
and prospects are most unfavorable. 

Received 182350 from Com.Gen 2nd Marine Brigade 
concerning Western Samoa. 

The enemy seems to be occupied in reorganizing, 
though he continues to bomb Moresby and is advancing on that 
place through the jimgle of the Papiaan peninsula. 

Tulagi was also bombed by 5 four-engined bombers. 

The Army commander at Canton reported five ships pro¬ 
ceeding by Canton. The MAHAN was unable to verify this report. 
Also Christmas Island sighted a mysterious single engined plane. 


March 19 . 

No information from Task Forces at 3ea but from report 
of KASKASKIA, it is estimated TF-11 will arrive here March 25th. 

Sent 191929 to Coninch concerning Marine shore battery 
at Bleacher. 


Com-12 sent 190710 to Opnav asking for information on 
the new South Pacific bases. 

A squadron of patrol planes will be sent to Australia, 
to be replaced by one from the West Coast. Efforts are being 
made to provide Fremantle with air defenses. (Coninch 191920). 

Information was received that Rear Admiral f s Rockwell 
and Purnell would serve under Vice Admiral Leary and Vice 
Admiral Glassford would go to other duty. Admiral Hart arrived 
on the East Coast a few days ago. The MARBLEHEAD was badly 
damaged and is at Columbia, with the BOISE. The HOUSTON has 
been given up for lost. 
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March 19 (Continued) 

The enemy bombed Qeru (Gilberts) yesterday. Indica¬ 
tions continue to point to a move against India - other moves 
not yet defined. 

Received from Coninch 191905 concerning possible use 
of battleships to relieve pressure in the Indian Ocean. 

Captain Duncan, the aviation officer of Cominch's 
Staff, arrived for conference. 


March 20. 


Task forces proceeding as before. 

Received Cominch's 191400, 191401, 191402 in which 
elans were made known for bases at Tongatabu, Efate and a 
Samoan system of bases. These expeditions from East and West 
Coasts will total 13 transports and 15 cargo ships. The Samoan 
groiip will continue to be Marine-garrisoned; the others. Army. 
It will be seen that this requires Task Force 13 to be diverted 
to Efate (Roses). (CinCPac 210533). Also mining at Bleacher 
will be delayed. 

Some convoys continue to go to Australia there being 
one en route from San Francisco and one from the East Coast. 
There are also large numbers of cargo ships proceeding singly 
by circuitous routes. The items in the press emphasize the 
help that is being given to Australia. General McArthur has 
announced that we will launch an offensive from Australia and 
relieve the Philippines. 

Our B-17's from Townsville continue to bomb the enemy 
at his New Guinea and New Britain bases, though only four have 
been used recently. 

Sent 210111 to Samoa in regard to initial movements 
to Western Samoa. Received Cominch's 192055 concerning local 
defense forces for Samoa - apparently to be supplied from 
HawSeaFront. 

Comanzac's 202256 indicates some of the questions 
the Department is now asking about Roses. 

The enemy still maintains the Screening Force in the 
Homeland-Bonin3 Area, and a good many units are returning to 
home yards for refits. In general he seems to be reorganizing 
and making plans for hi3 next moves. 
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March 21 






Task Force 11 still returning. The SAN FRANCISCO and 
one destroyer found it necessary to stop at Paso Pa-^o for 
provisions fron the BRIDGE. 

Task Force 17 lias not yet informed of his intentions. 

Task Force 16 is being held in port until the HORNET 
gets out to the Hawaiian area. 

The reports of the NARWHAL and TUNA with about two 
ships apiece (East China Sea and Bungo Channel respectively) 
are more encouraging than was at first thought. 

A conference was held by the Admiral at to the possible 
use of the battleships to divert forces fron the Indian Ocean. 
It was decided that we would be forced to hold them on the 
V/est Coast for almost another month. They are operating at 
sea, including target practice, as much as the size of their 
destroyer escort permits. They have only 3 DD now but will 
soon have five. 

No considerable change in the enemy dispositions has 
been noted. Some movement of units to the Homeland continues. 
Tee mutual air attacks between enemy and allied forces in the 
New Guinea area continues. 


The Vichy radio has been broadcasting apparently Axi 3 
inspired reports that large expeditionary forces(Jap) were 
enroute Western Australia and Fiji. 

March 22. 


Task Forces as before. VINCENNES is being given a 
ohort availability at Mare Island to correct her most glaring 
deficiencies. 

The salvage units have been ordered back from Canton, 
i nrther attempts to float the President Taylor will be discussed 
after their return. 

Allied aircraft had considerable success in destroying 
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March 22 (Cont'd) 


enemy aircraft at Lae. This was the first indication that 
fighters have been stationed at Moresby. There are 15. 

Also received information that there is a squadron of fighters 
at Fremantle. Koepang was reconnoitred and attacked by the 
Australians. 

March 23. 


Task Forces as before except received report that Task 
Force 11 will arrive the 26th instead of the 25th; also re¬ 
ceived ComTaskFor’s 210833 as to his intentions. He doe 3 not 
intend to attack any enemy ba 3 e. 


Captain Duncan left by air for Washington today. He 
carried a mailgram (232130 - not attached) to Cominch concern- 
ing fixture plans. Cincpac 240147 v/as sent on the sane subject. 

In 231255 Cominch again pointed out to Conanzac that 
Bleacher and Auckland are the bases having priority. 

Received 210502 from CHICAGO concerning lack of under¬ 
water defenses at Noumea. 

SOLACE arrived at Pago Pago. He reports sighting a 
submarine Just north of there during the night. The R.D.F. 
has indicated a submarine in that vicinity for some time. 

SOLACE is observing Geneva Convention concerning hospital 
ships. 


The Commander-in-Chief held a conference to discuss 
an Estimate of the Situation by Rear Admiral Theobald. The 
gist of thi3 was that the Japs would probably not tackle 
either Australia or India - therefore the present is a likely 
time for an attack against Hawaii. Therefore ho recommends 
holding strong forces within a day and a half of Oahu until 
the enemy commits himself. The conctreus of opinion at the 
conference was that there i_3 increased chance of such attack 
but it is not imminent. It is not practicable at thi 3 time 
to operate strong forces as he suggests. 

Received Comdg. General 2d Marine Brigade's 232026 and 
232039 living terms of agreement regarding Western Samoa. 

The third part of this agreement (232051) was also received. 
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March 23 (Cont'd) 


A patrol plane ha3 been surveying the Society and 
Cook Group with a view to building other Army air fields. 

Mutual air attacks continue in area along North Aus¬ 
tralia. One enemy attack went to Katherine, 150 miles 
inland of Darwin on the one land route which leads to that 
place from the south. 


March 24. 


No change in operations of task forces today. 

A letter giving the proposed task organization of the 
Fleet was sent to Coninch via Capt. Duncan. By this, the 
Scouting Force and Battle Force are done away with. Vice 
Admiral Brown will command the Amphibious *'orce; Vice Admiral 
Pye the Covering Force (3B's and accompany ships of other types). 

The CALIFORNIA wa3 floated today. The NEVADA is out of 
dock and is expected to be ready to proceed to the West Coast 
about April lGth. 

Received 240300 from NZNB relative to features of Roses. 

The LEXINGTON has a stripped turbine, but the present 
idea is that she will have to run on It for awhile. However 
T.F.-ll will be given about two weeks in port if practicable. 

The state of the defenses of Canton is giving concern. 

The expedition was planned In Washington, and the personnel 
establishing themselves there are inexperienced in any such work. 
It ha3 been entirely an Amy project, but CinCpac is responsible 
and the place i3 of great strategic value to us. Investiration 
of means to improve the situation is underway. 

No new moves by the enemy were evident today, although 
he has or i3 about to occupy the Andaman Islands in eastern Bay 
of Bengal. 

March 25. 


No change in operations of task forces. 

Received training schedule for BB’s of Task Force One. 

Due to small number of destroyers available, the divisions are 
operating at sea from San Francisco one at a time. 

The situation as to aircraft in the Hawaiian area is 
attached herewith. 

L J J 
















March 25 (Cont’d) 

Plans are complete to mine French Frigate Shoal and 
mine-laying will commence about the 29th. 

Received from Opnav 251410 regarding mining at Efate and 
251650 regarding fuel requirements for the April convoys to 
the South Pacific and Australia. 

The situation known of the enemy remains the same. A 
flurry by our submarines in the Bonins area was apparently 
caused for the enemy Screening Force and related forces. A 
definite submarine contact was reported between Brisbane 
and Noumea. 
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UNITED STATES PACIFIC FLEET 


FLAGSHIP OF THE COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF 
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’'arch 25, 1942 


Fa'CM D T" r FOR : Conmnndcr-in-Chiof• 

Following is the latest status of -nay and favy 
aircraft basod on Oahu: 


O 32 
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9 

16 
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84 


sJ 35 



36 


TYPi? 


AHKY 

RWA3KS 


’eavy bombers Of thee©, one at Palmyra io still await- 
(B—17) In/-: repair• No news of any Increases, 

Of 114 5-26*3 for Australis, 61 hove 
arrived here. Of these, 41 Have de¬ 
parted for Australia, 5 are in flying 
condition, end 14 are boinc assembled. 

oreaftor-, D-26*s for Australir. will be 
flown,rather than shipped, here from 
the coast. Mo ore B-25*s v.ill be flown 
through here, the Dutch contract having 
been cancelled. Two B»£5*s ore hun.!: up 
hero by the cancellation. 


1ursuit 
Attuok 

Vadium bombers 
Observation 

letrol 


Fighters 
heout Bombers 


To information ns to more. 
To information as to more. 


M'.YY 

Of these 04, 6 are basing at Noumea and 
12 uro leaving soon for Australia. 41 
are due from the coast and 11 are due to 
bo returned to the coast. The not result 
will be 102 planes, of which 96 will bo 
here cud 6 at Noumea. 

3ARA "'00A squaaron (15) end V rino squadron 
( 30 ). 

6aHaTOGA squadron (1C) and Marine aquauron 
(16). 
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Oincpac File No. 



COMI 

ji , t » — ■■■■■« 



UNITED STATES PACIFIC FLEET 



FLAGSHIP OF THE COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF 


oubjeot: Status of Any and ?Iavy \ircraft based on Cahu. 


riuansa TY?a 

15 V0/V3 

12 VJ (Largo) 

34 VJ (Small) 


MAYY (Cont.) 

«?g-iARKa 


A. 0. DAVIJ 


Copy to: 

Chief of Staff 
Operations 
V:or Plans 
Capt. ?.‘o Coral ok 



302 









March 26. 


O 




Task Force 11 entered today. On the whole, they had 
stood the 54 days at sea very well. The fueling at sea was 
accomplished repeatedly but it takes up a large percentage of 
tine and put3 the force involved in a very vulnerable status. 
There i3 not; a great deal to add to Vice Admiral Brown ' s des¬ 
patch reports which have been included earlier in this summary. 
The two carriers and the four cruisers went into the Gulf of 
Papua on the 10th and flew aircraft across the mountains during 
the favorable part of the day. The LEXINGTON and YORKTOWN air 
groups attacked separate groups of ships, and including the 
B-17 attack which followed, a total of 23 ships sunk or damaged 
are claimed. During the advance of the carriers, four cruisers, 
including the Anzac squadron, conducted air patrols southeast 
of New Guinea to guard against surprise from that direction. 

ComTF-ll's directive was to attack the enemy in New 
Britain and the Solomons, but he apparently decided that better 
targets offered and more effective attacks could be made where 
he went.. 


TF-11 will remain in port about two weeks for upkeep, 
alterations and repairs. The turrets are being removed from 
the LEXINGTON in accordance with approved alteration. 

The GRIFFIN and 6 S-boats have arrived Bobcat en route 
Anzac Area. AI 30 convoy ET-201 (From East Coast) has just 
passed Bobcat en route Australia. 

Written directives for the movements to Bleacher, Roses 
and the Straw bases have been received. The despatch description 
of these plans has already been included in this summary. 

Hdqrs. U.S.M.C. 252030 directs that arrangements be 
made to receive the 3rd Marine Eri?ade on Upolu (Btrawhat). 

Received Cominch 261655 concerning offshore boundaries 
of sea frontiers. 

No new moves on the part of the enemy are evident. 


March 27. 


Task forces are employed as before. Task Force 17 
Is presumably at the farthest west point of his sweep in the 
Coral Sea. 


Received 272000 (Aidac) from Cominch in reply to 
Cincpac 232130 concerning future operations. 

Sent 280215 in reply to 272000 which referred to 
overhaul for Fletcher's force. 
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March 27 (Cont'd) 

Received Cominch 271340 concerning employment of 
SUMNER at Nandi. 

The enemy, from his radio traffic, is undergoing a 
period of quiet, but some kind of offensive is expected to 
start on March 30th. 


March 28 


Task forces operating as before, except Task Force 16 
completed target practice yesterday and today. 

Received 281645 (Aidac) from Cominch concerning special 
mission for submarine. The DRUM has been designated in Cincpac 
290159 (Aidac) to perform this duty. 

Plans have been made to s end the WRIGHT to Freemantle 
to carry personnel and gear for patrol squadron 21 which is 
enroute Freemantle. WRIGHT will stop at Samoa, Suva, Noumea 
and Melbourne enroute Freemantle. 

Four DMs left for French Frigate to lay the mine field 
at French Frigate Shoal to deny it to enemy ships, especially 
submarines. 

Received intelligence report from Comanzac which reported 
30 transports at Rabaul. In response to an inquiry this was 
explained to be 30 ships total, including 17 merchant type. 

At the same time this report was received, 281635 was 
received from Cominch asking for the situation with respect to 
Task Force 17 and the enemy. 

Received from Comanzac 290230 regarding state of survey 
at Nandi, and 280731 concerning the use of some of the Bleacher 
mines at Nandi. 

No other enemy movements or concentrations were noted. 


March 29 


Task Force 17 is the only major task force at sea. A 
report from Comanzac stated that our air patrol had sighted 
Task Force 17 only 280 miles southeast of Rabaul. This was sur¬ 
prising as it was so far within the air search range of enemy 
bases. However, enemy forces had also been sighted south of 
Bougainville and it appeared that Task Force 17 was in excellent 
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March 29 (Continued) 
position to strike then. 

Six B-17s are scheduled to strike Rabaul today. 

Vice Admiral Halsey flew to the Coast to make arrange¬ 
ments with Task Force 18 (HORNET) for future operations. 

The supply of the outlying islands of this Sea Frontier 
occupies the full time services of several ships. The CURTISS 
with escort is at Midway; the BLUE SONOCO, 0.OLSEN and THORNTON 
have just supplied Palmyra. 

Cominch in 291440 directed Vice Admiral Leary to take 
command of the Southwest Pacific forces. This merges them, to 
all intents and purposes, with the Anzac forces. 

In 291015 from Air Department, Wellington, a report was 
received as to progress in Nev/ Caledonia. 

The enemy is apparently still preparing for his drives. 
The Malay-to-the-westward move is the most evident, but a large 
concentration of ships is at Rabaul. 


March 50 

Comtaskfor 17 in 292346 gave his real position which 
was much to the southward of that reported yesterday. In 
response to the above message, Cominch sent 301930 to Coratask- 
for 17 questioning any apparent retirement from the enemy. 
Further reports of enemy detachments at or near Buka and 
Bougainville Islands were received, and Shortland Harbor was 
bombarded and probably occupied late this afternoon. The raid 
-by(pur B-17s did not bomb Rabaul on account of clouds, but 
dropped their loads on Lae. 

By 310243 Cincpac organized the Amphibious Force with 
Vice Admiral Brown in command. He is leaving Pearl 3 April to 
conduct training at San Diego. 

Cincpac sent 302231 asking for information as to the 
agency which will provide for supply of outlying bases once 
they are established; and 310047 making recommendation that 
the Wallis Island development be reduced. 

In regard to the employment of SUMNER at Nandi as 
suggested by Cominch, if the full development of Wallis is 
persisted in, there will be much more profitable use for her 
there. The SUMNER has reported she will complete survey of 
Bleacher about 6 April. 
















March 30 (Continued) 

The mine fields at Samoa are completed. Cincpac sent 
292359 to Comindiv 2 in regard to laying the Bleacher mines at 
Roses and Fiji. 

Asked SEPULGA in 302325 when fuel tanks at Bobcat 
would be ready. 

Cincpac was informed of a special task of blockade 
running which has been assigned to the Army. 

Indications of enemy advances continue. Besides the 
westward and eastward moves already mentioned an expansion 
along the New Guinea North Coast is indicated. 


March 31 


in 

Comtaskfor 17 explained his plans to Cominch,29 2346. 
After he provisions and fuels at Noumea he will proceed to the 
northwestward again to oppose enemy advances. In 311455 Cominch 
informed T.F. 17 that he should use Bleacher during replenishment 
after present operations. 


In 010033 Cincpac amplified his previous message con¬ 
cerning the Amphibious Force by giving the composition of the 
Amphibious Corps. 


A merchant ship is being jr epared for a special mission 
by placing Navy officers and crew on board. 

Taskfor 16 is again carrying on target practice. 

The BOISE, completing repairs in a few days, will return 
to the Pacific Fleet. 

Received 312125 from Cominch in regard to plans for the 
raider battalion to be stationed on Upolu. In 010557 ComGen 
Second Marine Brigade reported arrival of the first contingent 
of the garrison for that island. 

In 301940 Cominch requested the British to reduce the 
degree of dissemination«concerning shipping. 

of P•fOW'l.M cit lOVJ 

Opnav in 301345 told of inability of Australia to 
supply oil. This was no surprise. 

Although there were again several reports of enemy ships 
in the vicinity of, and south of, Bougainville, nothing definite 
has developed in that area, nor have the first steps of the 
other enemy advances been reported. 
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March 31 (continued) 


The bombing of Moresby continues but the fields there 
are still operable. 

In 010435 the RICHMOND reported upon the development of 
Bobcat. This report and letter from SE Pacific indicate that 
unloading troubles were added to by poor loading. 

April 1 . 


Task Force 17 presumably completed provisioning at Noumea 
today and is proceeding to the northwest again. Its tanker, the 
PLATTE, has been given a point to the northward to which it is to 
return each day. Small enemy forces are being reported around 
Bougainville Island and T.F.-17 may find some worthwhile objectives 
It is not certain whether Shortland Harbor (South of Bougainville) 
has been occupied. 

Comtaskfor 13 (CRESCENT CITY) reported a surprising speed 
in unloading at Roses, and in preparing a field for fighters and 
dive bombers (Comanzac 011359). As a result 020411 was sent to 
provide for the future movement of the units of that force. 

Received 311330 from SecNav providing for the reorganiza¬ 
tion of the Pacific Fleet. Also from Cominch 010910 learned that 
the ATLANTA and probably all of Crudiv 11 would reenforce this 
Fleet. 


Received011040 from SUMNER describing facilities at 
Bleacher for a carrier group. 

At a conference with salvage officer it was decided to 
organize an expedition to renew attempts to float the TAYLOR 
at Canton. 

No particularly significant moves were made by the enemy 
today, but he continues to reenforce Rabaul with aircraft. Sub¬ 
marines remain clear of the Central and Eastern Pacific and some 
have been noted changing base to the Sea of Japan. This and other 
recent moves of forces in the same direction may mean something 
in connection with Russia. 

April 2 . 


Task Force 18 departed from the West Coast today. Vice 
Admiral Halsey is still held up on the coast by weather. The 
plans for the employment of Task Force Sixteen are awaiting com 
pietion until his return. 

In 0116C0 Cominch replied to Admiral Layton concerning 
exchange of information. 
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April 2 (Continued) 

At an informal conference held by the Commander-in-Chief 
today the future employment of Task Force 11 was discussed. 

Although it had been planned to have this force operate with 
Task Force One, chiefly in training exercises, it now appears 
that it would be more profitable for it to join Task Force 
Seventeen to oppose the enemy in his advance in the New Guinea- 
Solonon •“■rea. Contrary to previous decision the LEXINGTON is 
having her turbine repaired until about the 15th. A he chief 
motive in having the battleships (Task Force One) put to sea for 
a considerable period Is to exert a diverting or holding effect 
on enemy forces which might otherwise support the offensive in 
the Indian Pocean. 

Rear Admiral Bloch was detached as Comhawseafront. 

The WRIGHT and TUCKER departed today in accordance with 
CinCPac 290241 (not attached). The KASKASKIA was added to this 
expedition to provide for fuel needs in the Anzac or Solomon Area. 
The chief cargo of the WRIGHT i3 material for the patroq plane 
squadron which lias just been transferred to Fremantle but she is 
also carrying miscellaneous items to other bases. 

There was received from Cominch 311340 which reversed 
the previous interpretation of Secnav that CinCPac is the "Military 
Commander" required to coordinate Intelligence activities in 
Hawaii. In reply 020247 was sent. 

The expedition for the salvage of the TAYLOR was ordered 
by CinCPac 030125. 

The POLLACK which patrolled in the East China Sea reports 
sinking one freighter. The "bag" by submarines continues to be 
small but i3 causing the enemy concern and is diverting his 
forces for escorts. 

No new trends were noted In enemy action. There is 
still doubt as whether he has occupied Shortland Harbor, but a 
reliable report was received that about 500 troops had landed at 
BuKa Passage where there is a small airfield. 


April 3 . 

Received Comta3kfor 17 plan for his next operation 
020250 (Aidac). Comtaskfcr 17 has also Issued orders for the 
Service Force detachment to meet him at Bleacher on 1 May. 

Vice Admiral Halsey has not yet returned, so that plans 
are still being held up. 
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MAR GCT 


18 2055 


18 2350 


19 0710 


A 



CINCPaC to SAMOA 

Deliver following to CO RAMSAY Quote on 27 March RAMSAY 
GAMBLE designated TG 13.9 proceed Tongatabu report CTP 
13 and lay nine fields as directed by him. Information / 
as in my OpPlan 17-42 in nail via SOLACE. Report ex- * 
pected date completion mining when determined Unquote. 

Any unfinished mining Samoa will be completed later. 


COMOEN 2D MARBRIG to CINCPAC 


The following radio to Admor Apia from his government 
ha3 been furnished the military governor of officer 
messinger Quote Americans can have full and free use 
of all land and other facilities for all war purposes 
and every possible assistance. Cannot answer in de¬ 
tail your inquiry regarding tenure of land but suggest 
Governor be informed matter will be dealt with as soon 
as possible and that in meantime he should proceed on 
the understanding that any question that may arise 
now or after the war will be dealt with on agreement 
and on the principle that our object is to meet American 
wishes in every respect. A senior military officer from 
New Zealand will arrive in Apia by air at a very early 
date for discussions with American authorities. Prime 
Minister Unquote. A message received from Admor states 
he Col Hunt New Zealand military representative is 
arriving Apia today or tomorrow and on his arrival will 
advise military governor when he will be available for 
discussion. Admor has been advised that we will send 
a plane to escourt Colonel Hunt Pago Pago at such time 
as he may be ready. It i3 apparent that Colonel Hunt 
is prepared to discuss details of American garrison 
and air Installations in Western Samoa. Request in¬ 
structions as to how far the military governor is 
authorized to go in such discussions. 


COM-12 to OPNAV info CINCPAC, etc. 

Definite information required for intelligent planning 
to assemble cargo assign loading berths and make load¬ 
ing plans for the proposed Rose3 Bleachers Straw move¬ 
ments. Information should include rates vessels in- V 
volved troops whether Army Navy or Marines with number 
and where and when they will arrive complete data 
regarding cargo where and how it will be delivered. 

With amounts weights cubic and heavy lifts. 
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18 2355 COMINCII to-INFO CINCPAC 


Following is Admiralty message 294A passed by Cominch 
to you for info: The following arrangements of command 
in area covered by Fast Indies station are promulgated 
for information and necessary action: 

(a) The Eastern Fleet consists of all His Majesty's 
Ships and vessels at present of the East Indies station 
(except local defense vessels) and of such additions as 
may be made by Admiralty from time to time. 

(b) The Eastern Fleet is commanded and administered by 
CinC Eastern Fleet who 13 also responsible for the 
conduct of naval strategy in area covered by East Indies 
station and for the provision of naval forces for all 
operations on the station, including convoy escort other 
than those provided out of local defence forces. 

(c) CinC East Indies remains in command of East Indies 
station and i3 responsible for all routine duty on the 
station. The command and administration of all local 
defence forces and shore establishments, including Fleet 
Base (except those situated in Australia which remain 
under Australian Commonwealth Naval Board, Melbourne) 
and for the routing of convoys and shipping. 

(d) CinC East Indies is also deputy CinC of Eastern 
Fleet and will act for the Eastern Fleet when latter 
proceeds afloat so long as CinC Eastern Fleet's head¬ 
quarters are in Ceylon. 

(e) The responsible naval advice to and cooperation with 
Government of India and other adjacent authorities rests 
with CinC East Indies and Deputy CinC Eastern Fleet who 
is responsible for referring any matter of a major 
strategic nature to CinC Eastern Fleet. 

(f) The headquarters of CinC East Indies will remain 
ashore at Colombo a 3 at present. The CinC Eastern Fleet 
will be provided with shore accommodation for himself 
and his Staff at Colombo in order that he may be either 
as ore or afloat as circumstances require. 

(g) Signals and correspondence dealing with matter which 
falls within province of CinC East Indies as defined 
above should be addressed CinC East Indies with copy to 
CinC Eastern Fleet. Signals and correspondence dealing 
with matter in province of CinC Eastern Fleet should be 
addressed CinC Eastern Fleet with copy to CinC East 
Indies as Deputy to CinC Eastern Fleet. 
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COMINCII to CINCPAC 


MY 122010 III ADDITION TO FORCES FOR BLEACHER I PLAN TO 
SEND FROM SAN FRANCISCO ABOUT 12 APRIL NAVAL AND ARMY 
UNITS AND SERVICES TO ROSES. MARINE CORPS REENFORCE¬ 
MENTS FOR STRAW WILL BE LOADED IN TRANSPORTS TO ACCOM¬ 
PANY WITH BLEACHER AND ROSES CONVOYS WHICH WILL BE 
ROUTED TO VICINITY OF BOBCAT AND THEN PROCEED GENERALLY 
IN COMPANY TO DESTINATIONS. ARRANGE FOR PROTECTION 
FROM SAN FRANCISCO TO BOBCAT AND THENCE TO DESTINATIONS 
REQUESTING COM ANZAC FOR SUPPORT. COMSOUTHEAST PACFOR 
WILL BE DIRECTED BY ME TO PROVIDE ESCORTS FROM PANAMA 
TO BOBCAT. ESTIMATED TIME 0? ARRIVAL BOBCAT 29 APRIL. J 
BLEACHER CONVOY WILL CONSIST OF 5 TRANSPORTS AND 7 
CARGO VESSELS ROSES CONVOY 3 TRANSPORTS AND 3 CARGO 
VESSELS STRAW CONVOY LOADING NORFOLK 3 TRANSPORTS AND 
4 CARGO VESSELS LOADING SAN DIEGO 2 TRANSPORTS AND 1 
CARGO VESSEL. ARRANGE FOR REFUELING TRANSPORTS AND 
CARGO VESSELS AT BOBCAT AND BLEACHER. PART 2 FOLLOWS. 


19 1401 COMINCH to CINCPAC 





PART 2 OF MY 191400. ROSES PERSONNEL CONSISTS OF ABOUT 
5,000 ARMY BUT DOES NOT REPEAT NOT INCLUDE AA OR COM¬ 
PLETE COAST DEFENSE UNITS ALSO INCLUDES 500 NAVAL CON¬ 
STRUCTION BATTALION AND 500 NAVAL LOCAL DEFENSE AND 
HOSPITAL UNITS. BASED ON INFO LATELY RECEIVED REGARDING 
NEW ZEALAND DEFENSES IN PLACE AT BLEACHER AND BECAUSE OF 
EXPOSED POSITION OF ROSES WHERE 450 ARMY TROOPS ARE DUE 
TO LAND 18 MARCH FROM POPPY I DESIRE YOU SEND 4TH DE¬ 
FENSE BATTALION AND ADVANCE DETACHMENTS OF PERSONNEL 
FROM MARINE FIGHTING SQUADRON IN TASKFORCE 13 TO ROSES. 
MARINE FIGHTING SQUADRON PLANES AND REMAINDER OF PER¬ 
SONNEL TO BE DISPATCHED BY YOU TO ARRIVE ROSES AS SOON 
AS POSSIBLE AFTER FIELD COMPLETED. MARINE DEFENSE 
BATTALION AND VF SQUADRON MUST REMAIN ROSES UNTIL RE¬ 
LIEVED LATER 3Y ARMY. ARRANGE LOCAL COMMAND RELATIONS 
ROSES WITH GENERAL PATCH ASSIGNING UNITY OF COMMAND 
LOCALLY TO SENIOR TROOP COMMANDER PRESENT. NEW ZEALAND 
KNOWS OF INTENDED MOVEMENT TO BLEACHER. NECESSARY 
DIPLOMATIC ARRANGEMENTS ROSES WILL BE MADE HERE. DIREC¬ 
TIVES FOR BLEACHER ROSES AND STRAW MOVEMENTS BEING 
FORWARDED BY COURIER. PART 3 NOT TO COMANZAC FOLLOWS. 



m 
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19 1402 


19 1920 


19 1929 


o 



COI.!INCH to C INC PAG 

THIS IS PART 3 OR MY 191400. PARTS 1 AND 2 ARE HOT TO 
INFO ADDRESSEES. SAMOA CODE NAME STRAW REENFORCEMENTS 
WILL ARRIVE ABOUT 2 MAY CONSIST ABOUT 6000 MARINES OF 
1ST DIVISION 19 VO-VJ AND 1450 NAVY INCLUDING NAVAL 
CONSTRUCTION BATTALION. PLAN TO DEVELOP AREA AS FOLLOWS 
TUTUILA CODE NAME STRAWSTACK PRESENT DEFENSES PLUS FORCE 
HEADQUARTERS BASE DEPORT RAIDER BATTALION BARRAGE 
BALLOON SQUADRON MOBILE BASE HOSPITAL. UPOLU CODE NAME 
STRAWHAT BRIGADE HEADQUARTERS REENFORCED REGIMENT LESS 
BATTALION 8AA GUNS 8 155MM TWO THIRDS MG GROUP AIRFIELD 
SEAPLANE BASE. SAVAI CODE NAME STRAWMAN INFANTRY COM¬ 
PANY FOR OBSERVATION. WALLIS ISLAND CODE NAME STRAW- 
BOARD REENFORCED BATTALION 8 AA GUNS 8 155 MM TWO THIRDS 
MG GROUP AIRFIELD SEAPLANE BASE. REFERENCE COMGSN 2ND 
MARBRIG 130045 CINCPAC ISSUE DIRECTIVE RELATIVE ADVANCE 
PROTECTION AND PREPARATIONS UPOLU. DELAY RECONNAISSANCE 
PREPARATIONS WALLIS UNTIL JUST PRIOR ARRIVAL GARRISON 
AS IT MAY BE THAT FORCIBLE OCCUPATION MAYBE INVOLVED. 


COMINCH to CINCPAC 

IN ORDER MEET INSOFAR AS PRACTICABLE REQUIREMENTS 
COMSOWESPAC 140310 WITHOUT REDUCING PATROL PLANE 
STRENGTH HAWAIIAN AREA TRANSFER TO PEARL ONE SQUADRON 
FROM PATWING 4 AND AS SOON AS PRACTICABLE AFTER ARRIVAL 
THESE REPLACEMENTS TRANSFER TO COMSOWESPAC FOR OPERATION 
IN WESTERN AUSTRALIA ONE SQUADRON OF 12 PATROL PLANES 
FROM TASKFORCE 9. ARRANGE WITH COMSOWESPAC FOR SUPPLY 
OF ONLY SUCH EQUIPMENT AND PERSONNEL AS IS NECESSARY. 
REDISTRIBUTION OF PLANES AND PERSONNEL AUTHORIZED AT 
YOUR DISCRETION TO EFFECTUATE APOVE. OPNAV AND BUREAUS 
INFORMED. 


CINCPAC to COMINCII 

Your 122010 urge six 155 MM M-l tractor drawn high speed 
mounts with ammunition be provided Fourth Defense 
Battalion for \ise after relief Bleacher. Present five 
inch guns and ammunition this battalion to remain in 
defense Bleach. Appi’oval will speed permanent defense 
Bleacher and increase suitability Fourth Defense Bat¬ 
talion for mobile U3e with offensive forces. 
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MAR GOT 
19 2055 


20 2256 


21 0111 


21 0833 


m 



COMINCIi to CIRC FAC Info COHC-EN 2ND MARBRIG, SAMOA 

Following Iliggins boats were shipped to SAMOA. Four 
picket boats serial numbers C5934, 5935, 5936, 5940, 
and two converted landing boats numbers C3618 and 3622 
total six Higgins type intended for antisubmarine U3e. 
Equipment included depth charge racks installed radio 
and portable hydrophone sets furnished. Navsta Tutuila 
130644. Four additional landing boats serial numbers 
G3564, 3568, 3573 and 3591 were also shipped by local 
authorities. Assignment of tuna boats and local defense 
vessels may be made by Cincpac from those assigned 
HawSeaFron. 


COMANZAC to-INFO CHIC PA C 


Following contents Comanzac 1438Z/10 passed to 
Australian Naval Liaison Officer OBJO REP at Vila 
for action and NZ1IB for info. Please pass following 
message to Commanding Officer U.S. Army Detachment at 
Vila. Quote require three dispersed landing plane 
fields. Inform what areas are suitable and give 
approximate estimate amount earth movement required 
to grade. Report on available water supply from 
existing source and prospect supply new wells and from 
stream within five miles of Vila. Requirements are 
for about 6,000 men. Unquote above message was 
received from Washington. 



CINCPAC to COMGEN 2ND MARBRI G INFO COMINCH.ETC . 

Refer Hdqr3 USMC 132123. General plan contained 
Cominch 191402. UR 130045. Establish advance 
protection at Upolu and Savaii. Authorized employ 
GARFIELD for initial movement with least practicable 
delay. Prepare in every possible way for arrival of 
permanent defenses and facilities Upolu and Savaii. 
UR 182350 in discussions with Col Hunt authorized to 
discuss our plan for defense of Samoan group and to 
arrange for land, services, assistance required by 
military necessity. 



COMTASKFOR 17 TO COMANZAC 


Your 200733 This force will fuel from TIPPECANOE 22-23 
March north of New Caledonia. Then proceed west into 
Coral Sea to approximately Long. 153 East. If favorable 
opportunity can be found to attack enemy surface concentra¬ 
tions will give you mas much advance information as possi¬ 
ble. Necessary to return vicinity of Noumea by April 1st 
for provisioning. Your 190015 Please keep me informed. 
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CINCPAC to CTF-13, CO 4TH MAR DEF BATT 

Make following changes to my operation plan number 
17-42. Add new paragraph 1J: On 18th March U S Array 
advance detachment composed one heavy weapons company 
one infantry company services commanded by BriGen Rose 
60 days supplies 10 units fire landed at EFATE, New 
Hebrides code name ROSES. Drae exposed position this 
detachment Gominch has directed Cincpac to divert 
Marine 4th Defense Battalion and advance detachments 
personnel from Marine Fighting Squadron now embarked 
in Taskfor 13 to ROSES. Planes and remainder personnel 
fighting squadron to follow a3 soon as possible after 
airfield is completed. Defense battalion and fighter 
squadron to remain ROSES until later relieved by Army. 
Under General Patch at Noumea local unity of command 
vested in Senior Troop Commander present. Necessary 
diplomatic arrangements regarding ROSES being made in 
Washington. Cancel paragraph 2. New mission derived 
from information above. Cancel subparagraphs 3 afirm 2 
to 5 Inclusive substitute operate with U S Army in 
defense of ROSES until relieved. In paragraph 3 baker 1 
change destination to ROSES. Add completion discharge 
marines and equipment at ROSES proceed BLEACHER and 
discharge material destined for that base. Modify 
paragraph 3 Xray proceed ROSES via ro\ite points Maine 
11-45 South 171-00 West and Vermont 17-00 South 175-00 
East to arrive FILA HARBOR 1900Z/28 March if practicable 
If delayed advise Gen. Patch via TANGIER. Use direct 
route from ROSES to BLEACHER advising SUMNER and Comdt. 
SAMOA expected time arrival. CRESCENT CITY depart 
BLEACHER in advance of CASTOR if return to west coast 
will thereby be expedited. CTF 13 deliver copy to 
CO 4th Marine Defense Battalion for action. TANGIER 
deliver copy to Gen. Patch. Comanzac requested to 
cover movement Taskforce 13 from point Vermont to 
ROSES and during discharging. Comdt. SAMOA direct 
minelayers to BLEACHER on receipt date Taskfor 13 
arrival there. 
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21 0147 
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CINCPAC TO COMINCH 


In view special character of some of the considerations 
involved reply to your 191905 is being transmitted by 
your representative leaving Pearl today Monday. 


21 0502 CHICAGO TO COMANZAC 




Further observation Noumea on relatively clear dark nights 
no moonlight leads conclusion port and Great Roads pecul¬ 
iarly susceptible to submarine attack surface awash or 
submerged. Precipitous shore line contour and profile 
stand out clearly against dark background and depth of 
water close to shore offers simple problem of navigation 
and attack to determined submarine commander of average 
ability. Military value of ships present which may be 
determined by air reconnaissance would justify loss any 
reasonable number of submarines. Penetration barrier 
reef possible with relative impunity several passes. 

Attack could be delivered later after charting and close 
observation. On clear moonlight or partial moonlight 
night problem even simpler for submarines handled with 
average skill. Suggest ultimate protection should be 
positive with anti-submarine net at frequently used 
passes such as Bulari with effective mine labyrinths 
at all other passes and torpedo and light indicator 
nets across port and Great Road entrances. Such means 
necessary for security and to reduce tension which might 
otherwise exist through baseless alarms. This is a 
continuation of my 160132. In meantime anti-submarine 
patrol air and surface desirable at Bulari and at Port and 
Great Roads entrances day and night. Danger submarine 
attack progressively increases. 


23 1255 COMINCH TO COMANZAC 


HAVE JUST SEEN ACNB DISPATCH TO BAD WASHINGTON FROM WHICH 
IT APPEARS THAT YOU DO NOT YET APPRECIATE THAT BLEACHER 
AND AUCKLAND HAVE BEEN SET BY ME AS PRINCIPAL OPERATING 
BASES IN SOUTH PACIFIC 



TAKE APPROPRIATE STEPS TO CURB REQUESTS WHICH CANNOT HAVE 
PRIORITY UNTIL BLEACHER AND AUCKLAND HAVE BEEN TAKEN CARE 
OF 
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23 2026 COMGEN 2ND MARBRIG TO CINCPAC 

^- 

Cancel my 220750. This part one of three parts. Originator 
Com.Gen. 2nd MarBrig. Following summary agreement signed by 
Brig. Gen. Larsen in capacity Military Governor and Lieutenant 
Colonel F L Hunt representing the New Zealand Government 
signed 20 March becomes operative immediately and subject 
to ratification by the Governments of United States and New 
Zealand: 




United States have full and free use of the areas and facil¬ 
ities required now or for future development for the period 
of the war. And such further periods as may be required 
by the commander of the American forces in Samoa to clear 
up the situation. 

Tactical dispositions will be considered of primary import¬ 
ance and will be given highest priority in any arrangements 
to be concluded. 


The full and free use of existing facilities will be granted 
to the United States authorities including ports. Land 
area to be selected by the Commander United States Force in 
Samoa. Roads. Communications. Seaplane base, etc. In 
event future development created either by United States 
authorities or British use of such facilities may be granted 
to either nation at the discretion of the commander of such 
military installation. 




Samoan Group shall be considered tactical entity and 
in consideration of the garrisoning or occupation of West¬ 
ern Samoa by United States forces the latter islands 
(Western Samoa) shall be under the same military status 
as American Samoa. 

Under principle unity of command Governor American Samoa 
shall exercise same authority in Western Samoa. Part 2 
follows. 


23 2039 COM GEN 2ND MARBRIG TO CINCPAC 



This is part 2 of 3 parts. The functions of civil govern¬ 
ment in Western Samoa shall continue exercise through the 
administrator of Western Samoa but in any and all matters 
affecting the military situation or forces or the security 
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03 2039 (CONT'D) 




of the islands the orders and actions of the civil 
government insofar as they affect Western Samoa shall he 
subject to the approval of the Military Governor. Auth- . 
ority over the civil population will be exercised through 
the civil administration and authority over the military 
forces will be exercised by the military commander. Local 
detachment New Zealand troops will act as patrols and 
military police in relation to civilians in insuring 
security of Western Samoa in cooperation with United 
States forces and may be assigned missions in general 
scheme of defense also guard duty government property 
and in charge of internment camps. Camps. Airfields 
and similar areas placed at the disposal of U.S. forces 
shall pass to the exclusive Jurisdiction of such U.S. 
forces. All discipline over members of U.S. forces or 
U.S. Nationals employed defense projects remain hands 
appropriate U.S. authorities. Arrests, trial, punish¬ 
ment Samoan civilians carried out per local law by 
ordinary civil agencies. New Zealand Government 
agrees to provide U.S. forces with necessary land and 
water areas and their unrestricted use free of all 
incumbrances, taxes, or other expenses during the 
period of this agreement. Such land to be cleared 
of civilian or other occupants and their activities. 



23 2051 COMGEN 2ND MARBRIG to CINCPAC 



w 


Part 3. New Zealand Government agrees to grant United 
States forces necessary harbor and other facilities with¬ 
out port or other government charges or taxes on any re¬ 
quirements of or for United States forces during period 
of the occupation, ^rea under consideration at present 
estimated 5,000 acres including water front along buoyed 
seanlane runway at Satapuala and inland sufficient meet 
requirements size 3hape location determined by survey United 
States authorities. This includes seaplane runway and such 
other area required for occupation training and defense of 
••'estorn Samoa. Colonel Hunt directed to not - discus3 fin¬ 
ancial considerations. His directive stated such matters 
will be dealt with by the New Zealand government direct 
with the United States authorities if they arise. End of 
agreement. Copies of agreement being mailed Cincpac. Opnav. 
IIarcorp3. In view of inseparable destiny all islands Samoan 
Group and the intimate relationship these islands to our 
security in South Pacific recommend consideration United 
States assumption mandate western Samoa. My opinion thi3 
can be accomplished now. End of three parts. 
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24 0300 


25 1410 


25 1650 


260400 


-^0 




(VIA NZNB) CG US ARMY PET VILA to CCMAIIZAC info CINCPAC 

Following has been received by NZNB. "Follov/ing for 
Comanzac repeated Gincpac. New Zealand and Consular agent 
Noumea from Commanding Officer US Army Detachment Vila. 

Begin. 3 desirable landing stretch sites available within 
a radius of 5 miles Vila. Grading and clearing no serious 
problem with equipment. No existing Y/ater supply Vila. 

Rain water storage in tanks no v/ell3 in area. Local Inha¬ 
bitants advise water to be found at 40 feet. No equipment / 
available for quick survey. 3 good streams within area ^ 
considered adequate supply. In same part of thi3 area 
examined and selected for separate aerodromes, large 
areodrone by Colonel Sverdrup US and valued by Lieutenant 
Melbourne of Australian Airboard. Part 2 follows. 

OPNAV TO CINCPAC 


Your 220141 Suggest leaving 100 Bleacher mines roses. 80 
with 940 foot and 20 with 340 foot cables to close Havannah 
Harbor and South Bay. Remaining 380 Bleacher mines to ✓ 

Fan Tan If practicable for field between Lovuka and Malalo ^ 
Lailai recommended Comanzac. Recommendation establishing 
Bleacher reserve my 201900 withdreawn. 

OPNAV TO CINCPAC 

Your 242345 to Cominch. Fuel requirements in thousands 
of barrels as follows. First figure each group fuel oil, 
second diesel. 

Bleacher 18 and 8.5 
Straw 16 and 6.5 
Roses 10 and 0 

Total all three movements 44 and 15. 

NAVOBS WELLING TO CINCPAC 

This is part two of my 240300. All after large aerodrome 
by Colonel Scerdrup US, and Flight Lt. Livingstone (note 
correction) of Australian Air Board. Flight Lt. Sand, 

RAA'F, now stationed here inspected area today and considers 
area suitable for all types. End of message. DNI Melbourne 
pass to Comanzac DNI 'Veilington pass to Cincpac NLO Noumea 
pass to Consular Agent Noumea. 


rj 

■2 
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25 2030 


HDQS USMC WASH to COMDGEN 2nd MARBRIG info CINCPAC 




Mydis 212115 request you make all arrangements practic¬ 
able for arrival and installation of Third Brigade at 
Strawhat. From examination map cast george 3rd Brigade 
estimates that bulk of supplies and about 1000 personnel 
including most of defense battalion and construction 
company will eventually be located in vicinity proposed 
aviation fields near Toloa Point. He tentatively pro¬ 
poses to have remaining personnel operate with Toloa 
Point as mein base and Apia as secondary base. Pending 
movement to airfield site supplies will have to be stored 
near Apia preferably in western part of village. Storage 
requirements approximately the same as for 2nd Brigade. 
Comments and suggestions as result of reconnaissance on 
ground requested. 


/ 


26 1655 




27 1340 


COM HIGH to C0MFR0NTIRRS info CINCPAC, etc. 

RECOMMEND TO ME OFFSHORE BOUNDARIES SEA FRONTIERS FOR 
PURPOSE OF FIXING RESPONSIBILITY FOR ROUTING OF SHIPPING 
TO IMPLEMENT BRITISH DASH USA MERCHANT SHIP ROUTING 
AGREEMENT. OFFSHORE BOUNDARIES US ATLANTIC COAST AS 
ESTABLISHED BY CINCLANT SECRET SERIAL 00266 NOVEMBER 
81941 ARE BEING USED AT PRESENT BUT MO INFORMATION HAS 
BEEN RECEIVED REGARDING ESTABLISHMENT SIMILAR BOUNDARIES 
ON PACIFIC COAST. INCLUDE HAWAIIAN SEA FRONTIER ALSO 
BOTH CANADIAN COASTS AS TO OFFSHORE BOUNDARIES AND BOUND¬ 
ARY BETWEEN US AND CANADIAN ZONES IN THE RECOMMENDATIONS 
WHICH WILL BE FURTHER REFERRED BY COM.INCH TO FOREIGN 
GOVERNMENTS AS NECESSARY. BOUNDARIES RECOMMENDED WILL 
NOT LIMIT OPERATING AREAS SEAFRON FORCES BUT WILL BE 
USED CONNECTION RESPONSIBILITY FOR DIVERSION FOR SHIPPING. 
OPNAV INFORMED. 

COMINCH TO CINCPAC 


COMPLETION SUMNER AT BLEACHER DIRECT HER PROCEED NANDI 
IF SERVICES CAN EXPEDITE SWEEPING NANDI ROADS X THERE- / 
AFTER SHIP AVAILABLE TO YOU X COMINCH WILL NOT ACT 
REFERENCE NAVOBS WELLINGTON 250345 BUT IS OF OPINION 
INVESTIGATION UNNECESSARY. 

^ 27 2000 COMINCH to CINCPAC 

Aldac 

Comment on future operations. 
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27 2245 CTP 12 TO SUMNER 


NEW ORLEANS and MUGFORD expect arrive Bleacher forenoon 
April 2nd and will depart same day for Samoa. Cincpac 
pass to Comanzac for and Navsta Samoa for info. 


280215 CINCPAC TO COMINCH 


O 

o 

28 0731 


Your 272000 as units for setting up initial defenses 
Bleacher were diverted to Roses and since New Zealand 
defenses former place are negligible no service units 
except SUMNER have been sent there. TIPPECANOE and 
PLATTE now operating under Fletcher's orders. BRIDGE 
due Noumea 1 April to provision his force. SOLACE 
and DOBEIN being held Samoa. Cincpac will arrange to 
assemble aforementioned units to service Task Force 17 
at Bleacher or Auckland as soon as you advise which place 
will be used and when. 

COMANZAC to CINCPAC INFO OPNAV. KINGFISHER 



Suggest KINGFISHER use remaining 380 BLEACHER mines to 
complete mining Nandi waters as follows: Opnav 251410. 

Three rows 80 yards between mines on line 020 degrees from / 
northeast tip Malololailai to reef; also 085 degrees from J 
reef to Kandauu Island. Total distance about four miles. 
Above lines recommended by KINGFISHER reference Opnav 
201900. KINGFISHER reports use two additional minelayers 
desirable to expedite completion of operation. 


28 1635 COMINCH to COMANZAC INFO CINCPAC 


COMTASKFOR 17 DISPATCH 210833 REPORT CURRENT SITUATION 
AS YOU KNOW IT 


28 1645 COMINCH TO CINCPAC 



29 0159 


Aldac 

Special mission for submarine. 
CINCPAC to COMINCH 


Vj 


Aldac 

Reply to 281645. 
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29 0230 COMANZAC to CINCPAC INFO COMINCH. ALSNOB WELLINGTON 


Following from officer commanding survey party Nandi: 
"Preliminary survey Nandi and sweeping completed except 
final sweep. No navigational dangers other than im¬ 
mediate vicinity Curacoa Rock not yet examined. Con¬ 
sider anchorage suitable any type ship. Anticipate com¬ 
plete Nandi survey 31st March. Preliminary work com¬ 
menced extension survey to Lautoka proposed by NZNB 
requiring additional 7 days". Reference Cominch 271340 
urgently recommend SUMNER proceed Nandi to expedite 
establishment necessary beacons, navigational marks, 
and check survey. 

29 1015 AIR DEPT WELLINGTON to NZALO HONOLULU 

For NZALO HONOLULU from Air Department Wellington. 

X3892 A473 20/3 From CAS. You are probably aware that 
General Tinker was unable to make his intended in¬ 
spection in New Caledonia. Group Captain Hewlett whom 
the General met in Fiji left Noumea 27 March and reports 
as follows: American Army and works units arrived 
about 12 March with full equipment and are attempting 
to straighten out general civil disorganization. Worst 
features are civil administration and chaotic communi¬ 
cations internal and external. RAAF wireless station 
is the only W/T link in working order and is hampered 
by routing through Townsville. Departure signals from 
ferry aircraft are frequently unrecognizable and are 
seldom if ever received until after the aircraft arrive. 
First aircraft tested 27/3. Tontouta runways service¬ 
able. Plaine Des Gaies progress reported good. 

Americans at Tontouta eagerly awaiting arrival of 
General Tinker as they require much assistance from him 
and his Staff. Reports end. You should enquire whether 
this report would be of value to General Tinker. 

29 1440 COMINCH TO CQMSOWESPACFOR. COMANZAC INFO CINCPAC 


IN ORDER TO FACILITATE IMPENDING CHANGES INDICATED IN 
MY 171640 VICE ADMIRAL LEARY HEREBY DIRECTED ASSUME 
COMMAND NAVAL FORCES SOUTHWEST PACIFIC AS ADDITIONAL 
DUTY PARA APPROPRIATE ORDERS TO LEARY WILL BE ISSUED 
BY BUNAV AS WILL ORDERS DETACHING GLASSFORD TO US AND 
TO PURNELL AND ROCKWELL TO REPORT TO LEARY PARA UPON 
ASSUMING DUAL COMMAND LEARY PLACE HIMSELF AND BOTH 
FORCES AT DISPOSAL OF GENERAL MCARTHUR FOR COORDINATION 
OF EFFORT PENDING FORMAL ESTABLISHMENT OF SUPREME COM¬ 
MAND IN SOUTHWEST PACIFIC AREA 
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29 2346 COMTASKFOR 17 to COMANZAC INFO COMINCH. CINCPAC, ETC . 

Comanzac 291325 at 0340 GCT March 29 Taskfor 17 in 
Lat 16 South Long 157 East enroute Noumea to arrive 
April 1st for provisions. Request verification report. 

If force reported is enemy heading south I will pro¬ 
ceed at once to operate until further orders vicinity 
Lat 15 South Long 160 East. 

29 2359 CINCPAC to NAVSTA TUTUILA INFO COMINCH. OPNAV. COMANZAC. ETC. 


O 


o 



30 1930 


Deliver to Comindiv 2. CASTOR with Taskforce 13 at Efate 
code name Roses has 480 completely assembled mines 
originally destined Tongatabu code name Bleacher. Opnav 
has proposed 80 mines be left Roses for mining Havannah 
Harbor and South Bay and remainder brought Fiji for 
planting additional fields there. Comindiv 2 with GAMBLE 
and RAMSAY taking any Army stores for Fiji now in DOBBIN 
proceed Suva. After conferring with KINGFISHER and local 
authorities Suva proceed to Roses. After arrival and 
consultation with Commanding General recommend to Comanzac 
info CIncpac Opnav and Cominch as to mining there. As 
Comanzac directs either plant the fields or stow mines 
until suitable time for planting. Completion duty Roses 
load mines from CASTOR, return Fiji and plant fields there 
as agreed upon. Make arrangements with Commander Task 
Force 13 for obtaining remainder mines either through 
repeated trips your command to Roses or CASTOR stopping 
Fiji to deliver them. Your mining operations Anzac Area 
subject to orders Comanzac. Keep him and Cincpac informed 
of plans and progress. Use shore radio stations maximum 
practicable extent for communications. 

COMINCH to COMTASKFOR 17 INFO CINCPAC. COMANZAC . 


YOUR 292346 NOT UNDERSTOOD IF IT MEANS YOU ARE RETIRING 
FROM ENEMY VICINITY IN ORDER TO PROVISION 


30 2231 CINCPAC to COMINCH. OPNAV 



30 2325 


Request information as to what agency will plan for and 
provide shipping supplies material and personnel for 
Navy and Marine units at Bobcat, Straw, Bleacher, Roses, 
etc., after the initial movement. 

CINCPAC to SEPULGA 


What is best estimate first availability shore fuel oil 
tanks sufficient take your remaining fuel second com- 
pletion shore installations. Include other information 
deemed pertinent. 
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31 0047 


O 


o 




CINCPAC to OPNAV. COMINCH 

Cominch 191402 and his serial 00191 also Comdt. MarCorps 
serial 003A7842 have you any Hydrographic information 
besides that on H.O. Chart 2019 and in H.O. 166 on 
Strawboard. Careful consideration of available infor¬ 
mation causes grave doubts as to practicability opera¬ 
tions proposed. Use of passes and and waters there by 
any of vessels mentioned in references has great 
probability of resulting in disaster. Small vessels 
for ferrying material from Strawstack are not available 
and such method is impracticable for much of the heavy 
equipment involved. Suggest consideration be given to 
sending only special weapons company to and not developing 
that island, at least until other Straw developments are 
completed. 

What diplomatic arrangements have been made or are in 
prospect. Is your 191402 to be interpreted that initial 
reconnaissance will have authority to make any necessary 
local arrangements and be prepared to use such force as 
may be required to obtain agreements. 


/ 


30 1345 OPNAV TO ALUSNA MELBOURNE 


Alusna Melbourne deliver to ACNB and NZNB for info. 

British authorities advise their inability meet United 
States fuel requirements Australia after May 1. According¬ 
ly have arranged with WSA to allocate sufficient tonnage 
meet our need3 over and above those Comanzac which already 
programmed with McKay and Catawba. Estimate about 11 
tankers required. First 2 nominated are E.J. Henry and 
Pan American due arrive Sydney about 30 April and 2 May 
respectively with full loads Navy grade special fuel oil 
totalling 30,000 tons. Remaining ships should arrive 
various dates throughout May. Initial cargoes each tanker / 
being obtained Gulf of Aruba. Thereafter will load San * 
Pedro. U.S. deliveries are on basis of requirements 
cargo ships and transports to arrive Australia monthly 
plus units Sowespacfor. Important Opnav know where cargoes 
should be discharged best meet] available storage space 
and prospective offtakes. Further desirable route tankers 
to exact ports of delivery prior leaving Canal or Calif¬ 
ornia in order minimize diversion orders enroute. Desire 
you consult necessary authorities and adviee Opnav 
destination ports as appropriate. Under plan outlined 
supplies laid down monthly will approximate 67,000 tons 
fuel oil and 12,000 diesel. Although requirements 
Sowespacfor are also included therein it is not contem¬ 
plated tankers will discharge at ports other than east 
coast including Melbourne. In other words It Is hoped 
British can continue meet needs that force in view 
delivery equivalent fuel eastern Australia by United Stat-^s).^ 
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30 1940 


31 1455 


31 2125 


APR GCT 
01 0033 


rs 




COMINCH TO SPENAVO LONDON 


Please convey to First Sea Lord in person my growing 
concern over volume and variety of information concern¬ 
ing ships and shipping now being exchanged not only in 
Atlantic but in Pacific. 

Some of it appears only to be of general information 
nature but superfluous curiosity on part of plotters. 

Much of it seems based on an attempt to identify ships 
and ship’s officers by their exact location rather than 
by effective recognition signals. Much of it facilitates 
essential cooperation. All of it tends to overload 
communication channels. 

I request his cooperation to restrict volume and variety 
of information exchanged first by limiting it to those 
who need to know, second by improving recognition signals, 
third mutual confidence that affairs are being conducted 
in manner as effective as means in hand allow. 

COMINCH TO CTF 17. 


Upon completion current operations proceed Bleacher 
there replenish fuel and supplies and otherwise make 
ready for further operations to northwestward as the 
situation in the area where you are now operating 
requires constant activity of a task force like yours 
to keep the enemy occupied. 

Requirements for use of other task forces like yours 
make it necessary to continue your active operations 
south of Equator until your force can be relieved. 

COMINCH TO CINCPAC 

THINK IT ADVISABLE THAT YOU HAVE COLONEL CARLSON 
COMMANDER RAIDER BATTALION VISIT HAWAII FOR CONFERENCE 
REGARDING EMPLOYMENT OF THAT BATTALION IN COMMANDO 
TYPE OPERATIONS 


CINCPAC TO PACFLT, C.G. AMPHCORPAC 

My 100041 February and 310243 March. Former Amphibious 
Force Pacific Fleet consisting 2nd MarDiv and 3rd Army 
Div less air and other unit3 on detached duty becomes 
Amphibious Corps Pacific Fleet zero hours Zed 15 April. 
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O 01 0435 SOPA BOBCAT (RICHMOND) TO CINCPAC 

Your 302325 following information from Naval Station 

"Construction not started on fuel depot. 1st question 
estimate July 1. 2nd question rough estimate November 
1. 2 gun emplacements about June 1. Temporary facilities 

for operation VS 2D14 installed 0 shore facilities installed 
for operation VPB. Naval Radio Station completed." 



If desired empty SEPULGA RAMAPO can take 9600 barrels 
fuel no diesel. HAMUL (ready to depart April 3) can take 
4800 barrels. MERCURY (ready to depart about April 10) 
can take 3000 barrels. Both vessels have sufficient 
fuel on board now to reach destination. Suggest transfer 
avgas to Naval Station and lubricating oil to RAMAPO. 

No storage for 3000 barrels diesel and 1400 barrels 
bunker remaining in SEPULGA. 



01 0557 COMGEN SECOND BRIGADE TO CIKCPAC 


Advance party arrived Strawhat 24 March and main body 
completed disembarkation 1700 30 March. Total force 
550 officers and men. GARFIELD returned here today. 


J 


/ A 

31 1830 SECNA7 to ALNAV 



31 1840 

O 


Tills is nlnav sixty-two. following changes in organiza¬ 
tion of Pacific Fleet are effective aa of 10 April. 

Battle Force and Scouting Force are abolished. Fleet 
Type Commands established are battle 3hips, carriers, 
cruisers and destroyers. Other fleet type commands now 
in existence namely Service force. Amphibious force. 
Submarines and Patrol Winrs are to be continued as such. 
Units heretofore comprising battle and scouting forces 
are thereby assigned to appropriate fleet type commands 
for administrative purposes. Orders to officers being 
issued incident to this reorganization will not involve 
any changes in rank of flag officers. 

COUINCII to CINOPaC 

TERM MILITARY COMMANDER FOR PURPOSES OF INTERNAL SECURITY 
AND LOCAL INTELLIGENCE COVERAGE YOUR 250145 IS INTERPRETED 
TO MEAN THE ARMY COMMANDER. YOUR HAWAIIAN DEFENSE PLAN 
1-42 COMMANDER HAWAIIAN DEPARTMENT SHOULD NOW BE COORDIN¬ 
ATING AGENCY FOR INTELLIGENCE COVERAGE WITHIN SCOPE DELIMI¬ 
TATION AGREEMENT REVISED FEBRUARY 9. ARMY CHIEF OF STAFF 
INFORMED. 
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01 0910 

COMINCH to CINCLANT infor CINCPAC etc. 

O 

DIRECT ATLANTA PROCEED CANAL ZONE AND UPON ARRIVAL -REPORT 
CINCPAC FOR DUTY IN NEW CRUDIV 11. ATLANTA AVAILABLE 
ESCORT DUTY ENROUTK PANAMA. 

01 1040 

SUMNER to CINCPAC 

o 

Large grass surfaced air field in good condition 14 
mile 3 from Nukualofa available for use. Local commander 
arranging housing at airfield for 250 men or more if 
necessary in Nipa shacks. If notified will have food 
available for 24 or 48 hours. Little shop facilities. 
Transportation between dock and field will be available. 

01 1600 

COMII'ICK to ALUSNOB COLOMBO info CINCPAC etc. 

o 

ADVISE ADMIRAL LAYTON THAT EXCHANGE OP INFORMATION OP THE 
SCOPE INDICATED IN YOUR 311605 30 MARCH IS UNNECESSARY AND 
UNDESIRABLE FOR FOLLOWING REASONS (A) INDIAN OCEAN AND 
PACIFIC THEATERS ARE ENTIRELY SEPARATE STRATEGIC ENTIT T ES. 
GRAND STRATEGY OF ANY ACTION INVOLVING COMBINED OPERATIONS 
OF NAVAL FORCES IN BOTH THEATHERS CAN BE COORDINATED ONLY 
BY COMBINED CHIEFS OF STAFF OR BY COMINCH AND ADMIRALTY 

WHO WILL THEN ISSUE APPROPRIATE INSTRUCTIONS TO COMMANDERS 
CONCERNED. CODES JOINTLY HELD BY SUBORDINATE COMMANDERS 
LISTED IN SIGHTED DESPATCH UNSUITABLE FOR SUCH USE. (B) 
PENDING FINAL ESTABLISHMENT OF SUPREME COMMANDER IN 
SOUTHWEST PACIFIC AREA CINC EASTERN FLEET AND COMSOUWES- 
PACFOR SHOULD EXCHANGE SUCH INFORMATION AS THEY DEEM 

o 

NECESSARY TO THE CONDUCT OF OPERATIONS IN THEIR ADJACENT 
AREA ISSUING MEANS ALREADY AVAILABLE. OTHER ARRANGEMENTS 
PREMATURE (C) DETAILED PLANS ORGANIZATIONS OR REPORTS 

OF MINOR OPERATIONS IN ONE THEATER ON A LESSER SCALE THAN 
THOSE OF PARa. (A) NEED NOT BE KNOWN BY COMMANDER OF OTHER 
THEATER AS THEY DO NOT AFFECT THIS OPERATION. ADMIRALTY 

AT THEIR REQUEST ALREADY INFORMED OF GENERAL NATURE OF 
PRESENT AND PROSPECTIVE OPERATIONS OF NAVAL FORCES IN 
PACIFIC THEATER. THIS IS SECRET. 

03 0125 

CINCPAC to C0MS2RF0RPAC 

0 

Take charge of and conduct salvage operations Pres. Taylor 
at Canton. CTF 4 and 1 ship Task Group 4.5 or TANEY n 
available to accompany expedition. Inform Cincpac of 

• 
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01 1359 COMANZAC TO CIKCPAC 

Following received from Vila. Action Clncpac infor 
Comanzac, Tangier, Focas, Comlndiv 2. Crescent City 
and Cuyama expected to complete unloading 3 April 
Castor 5 April. Request instructions originator 
Comtaskfor 13. Comtaskgroup 13.1 estimates landing 
field will be ready for use of fighters and dive 
bombers by 12 April, Do not recommend landing of 
mines Roses due lack of handling facilities on shore. 
If not urgently required Bleacher recommend 5 buoys 
be left by Cuyama for marking shoals this harbor. 

This is my 010456. Tangier pass to Gen. Patch 
unquote. Cuyama pass all above to Comtaskfor 13. 

02 0247 CINCPAC TO COMINCH 


Cominch 311840 is at variance with interpretation 
term military commander in Secnav 252030 in reply 
to Cincpac 0145 same date. Acting on the earlier 
decision the duty of coordlnating^intelligence 
coverage has been delegated to army commander in 
letter, your copy of which is in the mail. 

03 0411 CINCPAC TO COMTAS K FOR 13 . 

Retention 5 buoys at Roses approved urdis 010456. 

Mydis 010323 modified as follows. Completion unloading 
Cuyama at Roses transfer to her material in Castor and 
Crescent City intended for Bleacher. Direct Cuyama 
proceed with one destroyer escort to Noumea there 
deliver all remaining avgas to Tangier and fuel that 
vessel to capacity. Thence proceed to Tutuila complete 
discharge of liquid cargo to shore tanks. Completion 
proceed to San Pedro and there await orders. Destroyer 
in company escort Cuyama until clear of Samoan waters 
then return to Tutuila to await orders. 

Direct Crescent City, Castor when discharged Roses 
proceed with remaining destroyer to Suva. Castor de¬ 
liver mines to Mindiv 2 utilizing shore storage if own 
departure can thereby be expedited. Completion proceed 
to west coast Crescent City to San Diego Castor to San 
Francisco. Destroyer in company escort clear of Samoa 
area then return to Tutuila to await orders. 


Gamble, Ramsay lay Fiji mines then take 100 mines 
to Roses and lay or stow them as directed by Comanzac 
in accordance with directive in mydis 292359. 


327 












APR GCT 






03 1905 COMINCH TO CINCPAC 

PART 1 COMINCH 031905 X 4 PARTS IN ALL X 

PARA ONE BY AGREEMENT AMONG GOVERNMENTS OF AUSTRALIA NEW 
ZEALAND UNITED KINGDOM NETHERLANDS AND UNITED STATES THE 
PACIFIC OCEAN AREA COMPRISING NORTH CENTRAL AND SOUTH 
PACIFIC AREAS HAS BEEN CONSTITUTED WITH BOUNDARIES AS 
LATER DEFINED HEREIN 

PARA TWO BY DIRECTION OF THE PRESIDENT WITH CONCURRENCE 
OF ABOVE GOVERNMENTS YOU HARE HEREBY DESIGNATED AS COMMANDER 
IN CHIEF OF THE PACIFIC OCEAN AREA AND OF ALL ARMED FORCES 
WHICH THE GOVERNMENTS CONCERNED HAVE ASSIGNED OR MY ASSIGN TO 
THIS AREA 

PARA THREE YOU WILL APPOINT A COMMNDER OF SOUTH PACIFIC AREA 
WHO ACTING UNDER YOUR AUTHORITY AND GENERAL DIRECTION WILL 
EXERCISE COMMAND OF COMBINED ARMED FORCES WHICH MY AT ANY 
TIME BE ASSIGNED THAT AREA X YOU WILL EXERCISE DIRECT COMMND 
OF COMBINED ARMED FORCES IN NORTH AND CENTRAL PACIFIC AREA 

PARA FROUR IN CONSONANCE WITH BASIC STRATEGIC POLICY OF 
GOVERNMENTS CONCERNED YOUR ASSIGNED TASKS ARE AFIRM HOLD 
ISLAND POSITIONS BETWEEN UNITED STATES AND SOUTHWEST PACIFIC 
AREA NECESSARY FOR SECURITY OF LINE OF COMMUNICATIONS BETWEEN 
THESE REGIONS AND FOR SUPPORTING NAVAL AIR AND AMPHIBIOUS 
OPERATIONS AGAINST JAPANESE BAKER SUPPORT OPERATIONS OF FORCES 
IN SOUTHWEST PACIFIC AREA CAST CONTAIN JAPANESE FORCES WITHIN 
PACIFIC THEATER DOG SUPPORT THE DEFENSE OF THE CONTINENT OF 
NORTH AMERICA EASY PROTECT ESSENTIAL SEA AND AIR COMMUNICATIONS 
FOX PREPARE FOR EXECUTION OF MJOR AMPHIBIOUS OFFENSIVES 
AGAINST POSITIONS HELD BY JAPAN INITIALLY TO BE LAUNCHED 
FROM SOUTH PACIFIC AND SOUTHWEST PACIFIC AREA XX MORE FOLLOWS 

03 2123 OPNAV TO CINCPAC 


PART 2 COMINCH 031905 PARA 5 YOU WILL NOT BE RESPONSIBLE 
FOR INTERNAL ADMINISTRATION OF RESPECTIVE FORCE UNDER YOUR 
COMMND X YOU ARE AUTHORIZED TO DIR’ CT AND COORDINATE CREATION 
AND DEVELOPMENT OF ADMINISTRATIVE FACILITIES AND BROAD 
ALLOCATION OF WAR MATERIAL PARA 

PARA 6 AUTHORIZED TO CONTROL ISSUE OF ALL COMMUNIQUES CON¬ 
CERNING FORCES UNDER YOUR COMMAND 

PARA 7 WHEN TASK FORCES OF YOUR COMMAND OPERATE OUTSIDE 
PACIFIC OCEAN AREA COOPERATION WITH FORCES IN AREA IN WHICH 
OPERATING WILL BE EFFECTED BY JOINT OR COMBINED CHIEFS OF 
STAFF AS APPROPRIATE 
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03 2123 (Cont'd) 

PARA 8 COMMANDERS OF ALL ARMED FORCES WITHIN YOUR AREA 
WILL HE IMMEDIATELY INFORMED BY THEIR RESPECTIVE GOVERNMENTS 
THAT FROM A DATE TO BE NOTIFIED ALL ORDERS AND INSTRUCTIONS 
ISSUED BY YOU IN CONFORMITY WITH THIS DIRECTIVE WILL BE CON¬ 
SIDERED BY SUCH COMMANDERS AS EMANATING FROM THEIR RESPECTIVE 
GOVERNMENTS 

PARA 9 YOUR STAFF WILL INCLUDE OFFICERS ASSIGNED BY GOVERNMENTS 
CONCERNED BASED UPON REQUESTS MADE DIRECTLY TO NATIONAL 
COMMANDERS OF VARIOUS FORCES IN YOUR AREA 

PARA 10 GOVERNMENTS CONCERNED WILL EXERCISE DIRECTION OF 
OPERATIONS IN PACIFIC OCEAN AREA AS FOLLOWS AFIRM COMBINED 
CHIEFS OF STAFF WILL EXERCISE GENERAL JURISDICTION OVER 
GRAND STRATEGIC POLICY AND OVER SUCH RELATED FACTORS AS 
ARE NECESSARY FOR PROPER IMPLEMENTATION INCLUDING ALLOCATION 
OF FORCES AND WAR MATERIAL BAKER JOINT US 

03 2017 COMINCH TO CINCPAC 


PART 3 COMINCH 031905 X CHIEFS OF STAFF WILL EXERCISE 
JURISDICTION OVER ALL MATTERS PERTAINING TO OPERATIONAL 
STRATEGY X COMINCH WILL ACT AS EXECUTIVE AGENCY FOR THEM X 
ALL INSTRUCTIONS TO YOU WILL BE ISSUED BY OR THROUGH COMINCH 
CAST NEW ZEALAND CHIEFS OF STAFF WILL BE RESPONSIBLE FOR LAND 
DEFENSE OF NEW ZEALAND SUBJECT TO SUCH STRATEGIC DECISIONS 
AFFECTING THIS RESPONSIBILITY AS YOU MAY MAKE FOR THE CONDUCT 
OF NAVAL OPERATIONS IN PACIFIC OCEAN AREA X BOUNDARIES X 
BETWEEN INDIAN THEATER AND PACIFIC THEATER X FROM CAPE KAMI 
LUIENOV/ PENINSULA AROUND COAST OF TONKIN GULF INDO CHINA 
THAILAND AND MALAYA TO SINGAPORE THENCE SOUTH TO NORTH COAST 
OF SUMATRA AROUND EAST COAST SUMATRA (LEAVING SUNDA STRAIT 
TO EASTWARD OF LINE) TO POINT ON COAST OF SUMATRA AT LONGITUDE 
104 EAST THENCE SOUTH TO LATITUDE 08 SOUTH THENCE SOUTHEASTERLY 
TOWARD ONSLOW TO LONGITUDE 110 EAST THENCE SOUTH X PACIFIC 
THEATER EXTENDS EASTWARD OF THIS LINE TO CONTINENTS OF NORTH 
AND SOUTH AMERICA X OF SOUTHWEST PACIFIC AREA X WESTERLY 
BOUNDARY IS THAT OF PACIFIC THEATER X NORTH AND EAST AS FOLLOWS X 
FROM CAPE KAMI SOUTH TO LATITUDE 20 NORTH THENCE EAST TO 130 
EAST LONGITUDE THENCE SOUTH TO EQUATOR ALONG EQUATOR TO 
LONGITUDE 165 EAST THENCE SOUTH TO LATITUDE 10 SOUTH THEN 
SOUTHWESTERLY TO LATITUDE 17 SOUTH LONGITUDE 160 EAST THENCE 
SOUTH X OF SOUTHEAST PACIFIC AREA X FROM MEXICO -GUATEMALA WESTERN 
BOUNDARY TO LATITUDE 11 NORTH LONGITUDE 110 WEST THENCE SOUTH 
X OF PACIFIC OCEAN AREA X HUNK 4 COMING UP 
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03 1922 COMINCH TO CINCPAC 

PART 4 THIS AREA INCLUDES ALL OP PACIFIC THEATER NOT 
INCLUDED IN SOUTHWEST AND SOUTHEAST PACIFIC AREAS SUBDIVIDED 
INTO (A) NORTH PACIFIC AREA NORTH OF LATITUDE 42 NORTH (B) 
CENTRAL PACIFIC AREA BETWEEN EQUATOR AND LATITUDE 42 NORTH 
(C) SOUTH PACIFIC AREA SOUTH OF EQUATOR X PARA 


APPROPRIATE DIRECTIVE SENT TO GENERAL MAC ARTHUR AS 
SUPREME COMMANDER SOUTHWEST PACIFIC AREA ASSIGNS HIM 
TASKS AS FOLLOWS (A) HOLD THE KEY MILITARY REGIONS OF 
AUSTRALIA AS EASES FOR FUTURE OFFENSIVE ACTION AGAINST 
JAPAN AND IN ORDER TO CHECK JAPANESE CONQUEST IN THIS 
AREA (B) CHECK ENEMY ADVANCE TOWARD AUSTRALIA AND ITS 
ESSENTIAL LINES OF COMMUNICATIONS BY DESTRUCTION OF 
ENEMY COMBATANT TROOP AND SUPPLY SHIPS AIRCRAFT AND BASES 
IN EASTERN MALAYSIA AND NEW GUINEA BISMARCK SOLOMON ISLANDS 
REGION (C) EXERT ECONOMIC PRESSURE ON ENEMY BY DESTRUCTION 
OF SHIPPING TRANSPORTING MATERIALS TO JAPAN (D) MAINTAIN 
OUR POSITION IN PHILIPPINES (E) PROTECT COMMUNICATIONS 
WITHIN SOUTHWEST PACIFIC AREA AND ITS CLOSE APPROACHES 
(F) ROUTE SHIPPING IN THAT AREA (G) SUPPORT OPERATIONS 
OF FRIENDLY FORCES IN PACIFIC OCEAN AREA AND INDIAN 
THEATER (H) PREPARE TO TAKE OFFENSIVE X COPIES OF 
BOTH DIRECTIVES BY AIR MAIL X PARA 4 ABOVE SHALL BE 
CONSIDERED SUPPLEMENTARY TO BASIC DIRECTIVE IN MY 
301740 DECEMBER. 



04 0650 COMTASKFOR 17 TO COMANZAC 

My 012250 Attack delayed until I have definite location 
enemy. Remaining vicinity 15 south 160 East. 

04 1310 /COMINCH TO COMSOWESPAC. COMANZAC 


My 291440 March and my 031905. Vice Admiral Leary report 
to General MacArthur with forces under his command. 


o 

o 


Arrange with MacArthur an appropriate designation and 
corresponding short title for naval forces in southwest 
Pacific Area and for detachments thereof. 

New Zealand naval forces now in Anzac Force will he 
directed to join South Pacific Force at an early repeat 
early date. Opnav, Chief of Staff Army and Australian 
New Zealand Naval Delegation informed. 
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04 1850 COMINCH TO CINCPAC 



NOMINATE FLAG OFFICER NOT NECESSARILY NOW UNDER YOUR COMMAND 
AS COMMANDER SOUTH PACIFIC AREA AND TO COMMAND "SOUTH PACIFIC 
NAVAL FORCE" X SEE MY 031905 X 


ASIDE FROM CERTAIN MINOR NAVAL AND AIR UNITS IT IS NOT MY 
INTENTION TO HAVE PACIFIC FLEET UNITS PERMANENTLY ASSIGNED 
TO SOUTH PACIFIC FORCE BUT OF COURSE UNITS DULY ASSIGNED 
TO YOU WILL PASS TO OPERATIONAL COMMAND OF COMMANDER 
SOUTH PACIFIC FORCE WHILE IN THAT AREA. 

05 1849 CINCPAC TO COMINCH 

Pye nominated command South Pacific Naval Force, Ghormley 
to relieve Pye. Alternative nomination Ghormley to 
command South Pacific Naval Force. Your 041850. 


O 

O 
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■■‘"‘N April 3 (Continued) 

The Navy chartered ship THOMAS JEFFERSON left today. 

Vice Admiral Bro'.vn and Staff left for San Diego to take 

O command of Task Force Three, the Amphibious ^’orce. Rear Admiral 
Fitch i3 now in command of Task Force 11. 

Orders were issued to keep the TAMBOR clear of the area 
south of Rabaul in which 3he might contact Task Force Seventeen. 

The loss of tankers on the East Coast is making itself 
felt in that the reenforcenent of the Pacific Fleet by four 
tankers has been held up. 

Received a change in decision as to intelligence. Secnav 
reversed his interpretation to agree with Cominch's that the Army 

O Commander is the "Military Commander" responsible for coordinating 
intelligence activities. 


No new trends or action by the enemy today. 


April 4. 


Operations are proceeding as previously reported. Orders 
for Task Force 16 are still being held up awaiting Vice Admiral 
Halsey. 




Received a most important^directive from Cominch contained 
in 031905, 031922, 032017 and 032123. Thi3 informed of the agree¬ 
ment with our allies as to delineation of areas, and command rela¬ 
tionships. It also restates the tasks of the Armed Forces in the 
Pacific OceanArea, under Commander-in-Chief, Pacific Fleet, and in 
the Southwest Pacific Area under General MacArthur. A special / 
commander for the South Pacific Area is required (Cominch 041850) 

and Vice Admiral Pye has been nominated (Cincoac 051849). 

✓ 

The new delineation places New Zealand, Noumea and Fiji 
under Cincpac. However, the area of active operations (New Guinea- 
Solomons) is in the Southwest Pacific Area, so that some command 
relationships will need to be clarified. 


Vice Admiral Pye assumed command of Task Force One today, 
and Rear Admiral Bagley has reported to take over the Hawaiian Sea 
Frontier. Rear Admiral Furlong continues as Commandant of the 
Navy Yard. 


In 041310 Cominch ordered Vice Admiral Leary to report 
to General MacArthur, and stated that the New Zealand Naval 
forces would be assigned to the South Pacific Force. 


The condition of readiness against aircraft attack of 
ships at Pearl Harbor has been relaxed to Condition II from ^ 
hour before sunrise to 0930; Condition IV from 0930 to sunset; 
Condition III from sunset to it hour before sunrise. The improve 
ment in the defenses and In the warning system is considered to 




L 
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permit this change. The Aquitania on the 3d brought more 
troops for the outlying islands - the total in the Coastal 
Frontier is now about 80,000. As additional planes report the 
increased number will be utilized at first to accomplish more 
training. 


The Grenadier returned and reported sinking a 7000 ton 
tanker and a 5000 ton cargo ship south of Truk. 

No new enemy moves were noted today. Preparation in 
the Indian Ocean, and strengthening of Rabaul and the Marshalls 
continues. 

April 5 . 

In 040650 Comtaskfor 17 reported that he would not 
proceed into the Solomon Area until he had more definite informa¬ 
tion as to suitable objectives. 

One B-17 attacked the Rabaul airdrome and six B-26 
(first appearance) bombed the shipping in that harbor with fair 
success. 


The unloading at Roses has been completed and the ships 
are proceeding as directed in 030411 already referred to. 

The Gudgeon reports sinking one large passenger-freighter 
and a 5000 ton freighter south of Tsushima. 

A small set-back in the salvage of the California was 
received today when a gasoline explosion stopped the pumps so 
that she settled again. 

Enemy trends remain the same. It seems fairly well 
established that small landings have been made at Kessa, Buka 
Passage, Faisi (Shortland) and Kieta. 
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Aoril 6. 


The Army reported a submarine off Christmas Island - 
doubtful, as not confirmed any source. 


The DRUM left for a patrol to v/estward. 


/ 


The directive from Cominch received on the 4th was 
slightly modified. In the modification, reference was made to 
Annex 1 (defining areas); and the "Pacific Theatre is designated 
an area of United States strategic responsibility." This modi¬ 
fication merely states "You are designated as CinC of the Pacific 
Ocean Area" - leaving out "By direction of the President with 
the concurrence of above governments." 


A shore radio station has been established at Roses. 


Cominch ordered Comanzac to start the setup for an 
intelligence group for the South Pacific Force. This will 
deal initially with the islands in the area 0°-20° S, 150° E - 
170° W. 


Cincpac expressed to the Fleet his satisfaction on the 
endurance, ability, etc., of the Fleet and called attention to 
the fine work of Task Force 11 which has been at sea 75 out of „ 
85 days. 


Major General C.F.B. Price reported as prospective C.G. 
Samoa Islands. 

Compatwing 2 is to establish a liaison officer group 
at Noumea. 


Task Force 16 was ordered to prepare to sail on the 7th - 
but was delayed and placed on 2 hour notice. 

Cominch ordered Cincpac to relieve the New Zealand 
detachment at Fanning with U.S. Army troops. 

B-25's bombed Gasmata aerdrome and 2 Hudsons bombed 
14 flying boats at Koepang. Size of attacks and results minor. 

Moresby again bombed - no casualties. Darwin raided on 
5th by 7 heavy bombers - damage slight. Japs are managing to 
destroy considerable allied avgas at Darwin. 


There is increasing evidence that at present the Japs 
(1) are committed to a seaborne offensive in the Bay of Bengal 
area, (2)^re$macing air in^the New Guinea and Mandate area, 
(3) expect to defend the i rheas'tern flank mainly by air for the 
present . 


Increased activity vicinity of Cebu is indicated. 
The Jap occupation of Falsi is confirmed. 
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^ 04 1450 COMINCH TO CINCPAC 

FANNING ISLAND NOW GARRISONED BY NEW ZEALAND DETACHMENT 
GUARDING CABLE STATION IS SO FAR REMOVED FROM HOMELAND 
THAT REQUEST HAS BEEN MADE FOR REPLACEMENT OF GARRISON 
BY U.S. 

DETACHMENT THERE NOW COMPRISES FIVE OFFICERS 108 MEN 2 
HEAVY MACHINE GUNS 8 MACHINE GUNS 1 3” MORTAR 250 GRENADES 
145,000 ROUNDS SMALL ARMS AMMUNITION 1 6" GUN WITH 150 
ROUNDS. 

TAKE IMMEDIATE AND APPROPRIATE STEPS REPLACE GARRISON 
PREFERABLY WITH U.S. ARMY TROOPS LINKED WITH CHRISTMAS 
ISLAND 


MUNITIONS EQUIPMENT THAT WE CAN USE WILL BE LEFT 

ALSO ARRANGE FOR TRANSFER OF GARRISON TO HOMELAND IN 
DUE COURSE X OPNAV AND CHIEF OF STAFF ARMY INFORMED. 



06 1315 



COMINCH TO CINCPAC 


HERE IS A MESSAGE FROM COMINCH ACTION CINCPAC INFO 
COMANZACFOR COMSOUWESTPACFOR COM 16 X CHANGE FIRST 2 
PARAGRAPHS OF DIRECTIVE TO COMMANDER IN CHIEF PACIFIC 
OCEAN AREA MYSER 00254 OF APRIL 3RD TO READ, "PARA 1 
BY AGREEMENT AMONG THE GOVERNMENTS OF AUSTRALIA NEW 
ZEALAND THE UNITED KINGDOM THE NETHERLANDS AND THE 
UNITED STATES THE PACIFIC THEATER (SEE ANNEX 1) IS 
DESIGNATED AN AREA OF UNITED STATES STRATEGIC RESPONS¬ 
IBILITY PARA 2 THE PACIFIC OCEAN AREA COMPRISING THE 
NORTH CENTRAL AND SOUTH PACIFIC AREAS HAS BEEN CONSTITUTED AS 
DEFINED IN ANNEX 1 X YOU ARE DESIGNATED AS THE COMMANDER 
IN CHIEF OF THE PACIFIC OCEAN AREA AND OF ALL ARMED FORCES 
WHICH THE GOVERNMENTS CONCERNED HAVE ASSIGNED OR MAY 
ASSIGN TO THIS AREA " X MAKE SIMILAR CHANGE IN MACARTHURS 
DIRECTIVE X CORRECTED COPIES BY MAIL. 


06 2140 COMINCH TO COMANZAC 


s J 


Request following intelligence action In anticipation 
establishment base for Southern Pacific Force in New 
Zealand or in islands generally to northward (A) Form J 
nucleus intelligence group for contemplated intelligence 
center at above base using available personnel including 
intelligence personnel evacuated from NEI and those recently 
sent out after providing for needs Australian area (B) 

Obtain list of individuals available In Australia and 
Polynesia having local knowledge islands between Equator 
and 20 south and 150 east to 170 west (C) as initial 
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06 2140 


(Cont’ d) 


task direct base intelligence group to collect all 
available data concerning above islands supplementing 
where practicable by consulting individuals cited. 
Request advice regarding constitution intelligence 
group. 





w 
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April 7 . 


The SUMNER completed a survey of Tongatabu. 

Shore Radio was established at Efate. 

The ARGONNE and BREESE departed for Canton to salvage 
the PRES. TAYLOR. The NAVAJO will follow about the 15th to tow 
the TAYLOR to Pearl. Estimate the salvage job will be completed 
April 20 and ETA Pearl May 4th. 

TP-16 is on 2 hours' notice. Vice Admiral Halsey re¬ 
turned to Pearl from West Coast. 

2 own SS are on western patrol stations; 3 own SS enroute 
west; 3 SS enroute Pearl from west; 13 SS at Pearl; 1 SS enroute 
Pearl from west coast; 3 SS at NYMI. 

Minor air attacks continue at Koepang, Lae, and Gasmata, 
Port Moresby and Darwin under minor air attack from Japs. 

Enemy trends remain the same. 

Unidentified submarines were sighted (1) Lat 9-42 S, 

Long 176-18 W, (2) Lat 58-11 N, Long 147-48 W. 

There may be 5 Jap BB's in the Bay of Bengal area. 

April 8, 

TP-16 departed at noon. 

The first report of our Pacific Pleet submarines using 
gunfire against enemy was received today when the POLLACK re¬ 
turned from a China Sea patrol. She shelled (ineffectively) 
one freighter, sank one sampan with her deck gun, and sank one 
sampan with .50 cal. MG. Comsubs Pacific has directed more of 
this kind of work be done. The work accomplished by our sub¬ 
marines to date is not too impressive. 

Cominch (072135) gives CinCPac the task of directing 
the occupation and development of Island Bases in southern part 
of area. This despatch refers particularly to the Straw pro¬ 
ject, and says that Strawboard will be developed as a land-plane 
and seaplane base. CinCPac will send a light force (125 men /) 
to Strawboard in the next few days. 

The C.G. 2nd Marine Brigade in his 080223 gives pre¬ 
liminary plans for the reception of forces at Straw. 
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April 8 (cont'd) . 

The convoys with reinforcements to Bleacher and Straw 
will sail from the East Coast April 9 and West Coast April 12, 

TP-1 reports readiness for sea the afternoon of April 10. 

All of the above points to more than passive defense. 

The Jap3 are landing at Lorengau (Manus Is). There 
seems to be a good target at Rabaul, but the attack by our B-26’s 
today only got a near miss on one AP and destroyed 8 VB on the 
ground. Minor air attacks by both sides continued. The major ^ 

operations of the Japs are In the Bengal Bay area. 
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00 0245 COUGEN 2ND KARBRIG TO CINCPAC 

THIS IS PART 3 OP 3 PARTS X ESTIMATED SCOPE AND CAPABILITIES 
OF THE DEFENSE X STRAWSTACK: PREVENT RAIDS MINOR LANDINGS AND 
PREVENT OR DELAY ENEMY USE OF AIRFIELD OR HARBOR X STRA7/HAT: 
PREVENT RAIDS MINOR LANDINGS AIRFIELD AND HARBOR AND PREVENT 
OR DELAY UNRESTRICTED DEVELOPMENT OF ISLAND AS BASE OF OPERAT¬ 
IONS X STRAY/MAN: OBSERVATION PROTECTION EARNING INSTALLATIONS 
AND FUEL CACHE EMERGENCY SEAPLANE OPERATIONS X STRAWBQARDs J 
BLOCK ALL BUT MAJOR LANDING EXTEND WARNING NET TO WEST 
PROJECT AIRFIELD AND SEAPLANE BASE X STRAW: WARNING NET 
STRAW GROUP ORGANIZED ONE SYSTEM CENTRALIZED AT STRAWHAT X 
ALL AIR DETACHMENTS AND LOCAL NAVAL DEFENSE FORCES ORGANIZED 
FOR MITT UAL SUPPORT. 
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07 2135 COMINCH TO CINCPAC INFO COMGENAMPHIBCORPSpac 

YOUR 310047 EARLY DEVELOPMENT STRAWBOARD DESIRED AS 
LANDPLANE SEAPLANE BASE X METHOD OP OCCUPATION AND 
DEVELOPMENT ARE LEFT TO YOUR DISCRETION REFER PARAGRAPH 
3H MY SERIAL 00190 X OPNAV 041939 TO COM 14 MAKES LUMBER 
SCHOONERS OLIVER OLSEN AND EL CAPITAN AVAILABLE AS YOU 
DESIRE X YOU ALREADY HAVE USS KAULA AND SS TY^EE X 
ABOUT 7 DAYS PRIOR YOUR FIRST LANDING NOTIFY CHIEF OF 
NAVAL OPERATIONS WHO WILL THEN MAKE ARRANGEMENTS RELATIVE 
AGREEMENT FREE FRENCH AUTHORITIES X YOUR INITIAL LANDING 
PARTY SHOULD MAKE NECESSARY LOCAL ARRANGEMENTS AND BE V 
PREPARED TO EMPLOY NECESSARY FORCE X NO ADDITIONAL 
HYDROGRAPHIC INFORMATION AVAILABLE EXCEPT BRITISH 
PUBLICATION PORTS AND HARBORS WHICH STATES ANCHORAGE 
SHOULD BE CHECKED BEFORE USING BY LARGE SHIPS X ASSUME 
YOU HAVE 1941 EDITION HO CHART 2019 X COMGEN AMPHIBCORPS 
PAC DELIVER COPY TO MAJ GEN PRICE 

08 0223 COMGEN 2ND MARBRIG TO CINCPAC 

PART 1 OF 3 X REFERENCE CINCPAC SERIAL 054W PART 1 X 
PRELIMINARY PLAN FOR RECEPTION FORCES STRAW X PREPARATIONS 
FOR RECEPTION AND PLANS FOR DEFENSE OF STRAWSTACK, STRAWHAT 
AND STRAWMAN FOR SQDN VS 1-D14 TO COVER SHIP MOVEMENTS TO 
STRAWHAT AND STRAWBOARD X IF LOADING PLAN PERMITS PROPOSE 
DESPATCH KIT CARSON DIRECT TO APIA ON ARRIVAL STRAW X 
AREA COVERED BY AIR X DETACH 1 dd to STRAWSTACK fron STRAW 
CONVOY ON 20 APRIL TO COVER KIT CARSON AT STRAWHAT X UNLOAD 
AP HAVING STRAWSTACK TROOPS ON ARRIVAL CONVOY 28 APRIL X J 
AIR RECONNAISSANCE STRAWBOARD 1 MAY. 

08 0235 COMGEN 2ND MARBRIG TO CINCPAC 

PART 2 OF 3 X ON . MAY EMBARK ADVANCE PARTY ON THE DD 
AND DEPART SAME DAY FOR STRAWBOARD X AIR COVERAGE X LOAD 
EMPTY AP AT STRAWSTACK WITH 8TH DEFENSE BATTALION PERSONNEL 
AND MATERIEL X ON ARRIVAL EAST COAST CONTINGENT STRAW AREA 
SHIPS TO PROCEED TO PORTS EMBARKED PERSONNEL ARE TO GARRISON 
WITHIN CAPACITY UNLOADING FACILITIES AND COMMENCE UNLOADING 
X DD LANDS ADVANCE PARTY ON STRAWBOARD AT DA''LIGHT 2 MAY X 
AP WITH INFANTRY GARRISON FOR STRAWBOARD DEPARTS STRAWSTACK 
1 OR 2 MAY X KIT CARSON AND AP WITH 8TH DEFENSE BATTALION 
TO PROCEED TO STRAWBOARD DIRECTED BY COM GEN AREA X FOREGOING 
PLAN BASED ON DIRECTIVE DELAYING RECONNAISSANCE OR ADVANCE 
PARTY UNTIL IMMEDIATELY PRECEDING MAIN LANDING X HO’IEVER IF 
DIRECTED AND TRANSPORTATION MADE AVAILABLE AM PREPARING TO 
SEND ADVANCE PARTY OF 125 LIGHTLY ARMED PLUS COMMUNICATION 
AND ENGINEER PERSONNEL ON DD OR APD FROM FORCES NOW HERE / 
DESTINED FOR STRAWBOARD X PART 3 FOLLOWS / 
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April 9 

The CALIFORNIA was placed in drydock. 

The press reports the fall of Bataan defenders, but 
Corregldor still holds. Thus any relief to that area from 
here cannot be undertaken. i'f^rvsou 

Vice Admiral Glassford is enroute Pearl from Sydney by 

air. 

Scattered submarine contacts in the Pacific Ocean area 
are not confirmed by any source. 

Rabaul v/as bombed again by the Army/RAAF, Considerable 
opposition met with but we had no losses. The enemy lost 8 
VB, 1 VF, others damaged, and large fires started. 

The main Jap effort today is in the Indian area. They got 
two Red cruisers by air attack. 

Signs point to an offensive in the New Guinea area the ■ '"t" 

latter part of the month. ^ 

April 10 

Orders were issued for TF 1 and 11 to conduct training 
to westward of Palmyra Christmas line ending about May 4, vh en 
BBs will enter Pearl 

The Greyback returned from a patrol in Empire waters - 
results one 7,000 Maru sunk, one 250 ton subchaser stink, one 
4,000 ton freighter hit. 

The type organization for the Pacific Fleet was placed 
in effect today. 

There was a long conference today during which the Admiral 
made several decisions, a long dispatch was sent to Cominch setting 
forth the position of the Cind Pac and requesting further 
amplification and clarification of Cominch 4 part directive dated 
April 5rd. When a reply is received Cine Pac should be able to set up 
his organization requirements and comply with the directive. It 
should be noted that the directive of April 3rd raised many 
points of doubt here. Without complete background it is almost 
impossible to understand the details^uch a broad directive. 

It was further confused when Cominch said,on the 3rd,you will 
appoint a Commander of the South Pacific Area " and on the 4th" 

nominate" such a Commander. -t-" 

V' 
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April 10 (continued) 


The directive was sent on the 3rd. It wa3 still not clear 
today. Could time have been saved (1) by a full explaination 
from Cominch by airmail (2) sending a representative to Pearl 
from Washington who could have answered questions (3) the two 
Admirals meet in San Francisco. 

Comanzac estimates that the offensive in Eastern New Guinea 
will start about April 21. 

There is evidence that the air reinforcements to the 
Mandates and the New Guinea areas continue and that the air 
defense (offense ?) arrangements for the Jap Eastern flank 
will be completed soon - maybe in 10 days. 

The Japs are operating five, and possibly six CVs in 
the Bengal Area. They are having good success as the British 
have lost at least two cruisers and one carrier and have suffered 
bombings in the Ceylon Area. The departure of the KAGA from 
the homeland may be an Indication of an offense in the Solomon 
Area. This would give them at least two carriers for their 
venture 


Minor bombings continue in the Anzac Area 














April 11 


The Pacific Ocean Area was quiet except for submarine 
contacts at Christmas. 


i 

Small allied bombing raids by air were made on Lae, ^ 
Vunakanau, Lukunai, Rabaul, and Faisi. These raids undoubtedly 
cause the enemy damage and slow down his offense. 


April 12 


Except for submarines seen by the Army off Christmas, 
the Pacific Ocean Area was without contacts. 

The PLUNGER was refloated and needs about one month 
repair at Pearl. 

This is now the period of placing our forces in 
position and readiness for offense. Without opposition, 
this should now proceed rapidly. 

B-26s attacked a carrier at Rabaul and report a 
hit on the stern and a close miss. She was able to leave — 

the harbor at high speed. There was also an air attack on 
an Orange AO at Lae. 
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April 13 . 

Operations scheduled are proceeding as ordered. 

Task Force 2 completed target practice off OAHU. This is 
substantially Task F 0 rce 11 less LEXINGTON. 

There has been no indication that Task Force 17, operating 
in the Coral Sea, has had any enemy contacts for some time. 

The SUMNER reports good entrances to BLEACHER via Lahi 
Passage and the Narrows. She can now go to Nandi until May 1st 
if desired. She has done a fine job to date and now needs more 
gear (can be sent via RIGEL) to continue surveys. 

Convoys for South Pacific reinforcements to STRAW, BLEACHER 
and ROSES should be underway from U.S. East and West Coasts. Ar¬ 
rangements are tinderway to escort and cover these landings. 

An observation detachment of one marine officer, seven 
marines, and four Navy, provided with one 3"/23 gun and radio was 
set up on East Island French Frigate Shoals. 

^he heavy bombing and shelling of Corregidor continues. 
Ammunition will probably be the deciding: factor there. 

w 

United Nations made aerial attack Lae - results very small. 
Both sides conducted aerial reconnaissance in Southwest Pacific Area. 


April 14 . 

Vice Admiral Glassford gave an informal talk to several 
Flag Officers and some of CinCPac Staff on the campaign in the 
Far East and pointed out several lessons, (l) the Japs are not 
Invincible, (2) there were allied command difficulties, (3) 
jLack of our air made Jap task much easier, (4) the performance 
of Army Air in Manila shows that there must be improvements - and 
present USA pilots lack training and experience in Australia. 

Task Force 17 (CinCPac 142027) was ordered to BLEACHER 
for replenishment and to depart from there the 27th for further 
operations toward the Coral Sea. 

Cominch directed (141225) that, as operations permit, 
the Southwest Pacific be reinforced with one squadron of 1600 
ton DDs, trading 1200 ton DDs for them. 

The RIGEL will leave Pearl the 20th to take a relief 
detachment to FANNING Island, and will transport the Anzac force 
from there to Auckland. Enroute she will drop off some survey 
gear for the SUMNER. At Auckland she will be available for the 
base development there under Captain Bowman. v 
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14 1416 


14 1417 


14 1600 
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NAVAL ATTACHE AUSTRALIA TO OPNAV, CINCPAC 

Authorities here estimate that Japanese shipping losses 
are such that they are now able only to support one / 

aggressive move at a time; that with further extending S 
and losses they soon can only hold and defend. In my 
opinion this is erroneous and does not properly evaluate 
the small tonnage required to supply their inactive troops. 

/ COMINCH to CINCPAC info COMSOWESPACFOR 


AS OPERATIONS PERMIT BUILD UP DESTROYER STRENGTH SOUTH 
WEST PACIFIC FORCE TO EQUIVALENT 1 SQUADRON OF 1,600 
TON DDs in EXCHANGE FOR 1,200 TON DDs. 

COMINCH TO CINCPAC info NAVOBS WELLINGTON. COMSOWESPACFOR 

PENDING ARRIVAL GHORMLEY TO ASSUME COMMAND OF SOUTH 
PACIFIC AREA CINCPAC WILL EXERCISE DIRECT COMMAND OF 
NAVAL FORCES THERE BUT EXISTING COMMAND ARRANGEMENTS / 
OF SOUTH PACIFIC BASES WILL CONTINUE WITH COMINCH ^ 

COORDINATING UNTIL GHORMLEY ESTABLISHES HEADQUARTERS 
AUCKLAND AT WHICH TIME THE FULL COMMAND SYSTEM OF PARA 3 
MY 031905 WILL BECOME EFFECTIVE. INFO ADESS INFORM 
APPROPRIATE AUTHORITIES AND ARRANGE FOR NEW ZEALAND SHIPS 
HITHERTO ALLOCATED TO FORMER ANZAC FORCE TO COME UNDER 
CONTROL OF CINCPAC IMMEDIATELY. 


COMINCH TO CINCPAC info COMSOWESPACFOR. MACARTHUR. CoS.USA 

I APPROVE PARAS 3(b) AND (c) YOUR 110535 IN FORCE 
TEMPORARILY ENTERING SOPAC AREA MAY BE UNDER DIRECT CONTROL 
OF CINCPAC WHEN YOU SO PRESCRIBE. YOU THROUGH GHORMLEY AFTER 
HE ARRIVES WILL EXERCISE COMMAND AND OPERATIONAL CONTROL OF 
PACIFIC FLEET UNITS TEMPORARILY ENTERING SOWESPAC AREA 
AND WILL ARRANGE COORDINATING MEASURES WITH MAC ARTHUR. V 
THIS APPLIES NOW TO TASK FORCE 17. YOUR PARAGRAPH 5 
APPROVED. WILL ADVISE AS TO ARRANGEMENTS AND REQUIREMENTS 
AFTER GHORMLEY ARRIVES HERE. SEE MY 141416 IN CONNECTION 
HEREWITH 


/ COMINCH to CINCPAC info COMSOWESPACFOR 

PRESENT INTENTION MAINTAIN ABOUT 20 FLEET SUBMARINES WITH 
APPROPRIATE TENDERS IN SOUTHWESPACFOR. IN CONNECTION 
WITH EXCHANGE OF SUBMARINES NOW IN PROGRESS CINCPAC IS TO 
DECIDE WHETHER TO SEND BACK SUBMARINKS AFTER OVERHAUL OR 
TO SUBSTITUTE LATER TYPES. ARRANGE WITH INFO ADEE FOR 
DISTRIBUTION OF SPARES AND EXCHANGE OF TENDERS IF AND WHEN 
NECESSARY. 
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CINCPAC to TASK FORCE 17 Info COMINCH, COMSOWESPACFOR 

Cominch has placed you under operational command CinCPac 
effective immediately. Proceed to BLEACHER for replenish¬ 
ment, upkeep, preparing for further operations Coral Sea. / 
Depart BLEACHER 27th. Dispose KASKASKIA, TIPPECANOE as 
desired keeping me informed. I will order DOBBIN, SOLACE 
to BLEACHER immediately. Information BLEACHER separately. 
Comsouwespac pass to MacArthur. 
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OPNAV TO GINGLANT, CINCPAC 


03 1351 My serial 09 of Jan. Change assignment Desron 12 from 
Lantfl£ to Pacflt. 


04 0650 COMTASKFOR 17 TO COMANZAC 


My 012250 Attack delayed until I have definite location 
enemy. Remaining vicinity 15 S 160 E. 

10 0505 CIRCPAG TO PACFLT AND VARIOUS OTHERS 


Effective 10 April PacFlt administrative organization as 
follows. Units listed PacFlt conf. notice 7CN-42. Batships 
PacFlt Anderson all BBsx CruPacFlt Fletcher Crudivs 3456 
9 11 x CarPacFlt Halsey Cardivs 1 2 includes HORNET alll 
embarked aircraft Photo unit training group and service units 
DesPacFlt Theobald Desrons 1 2 3 4 5 6 12 Desdiv 22 Detroit 
Raleigh and tendrs x SubsPacFlt Withers Subrons 4 6 8 10 
Subase Pearl x Patwings PacFlt McCain Patwings 1248 
Transition Training Squadron x Serfor PacFlt Calhoun 
Serons 2468 Minron 1 in Seron 6 x Amphibious Force PacFlt 
Brown x Marine defense forces x Type commanders duties as 
before except as provided in my 270159 of February. 


11 0641 COMANZAC TO VARIOUS 


TABAR ISLAND REPORTS LARGE NUMBER AIRCRAFT COURSE SOUTH SOUTH¬ 
WEST 2115Z 10th (ZONE ZERO) AND 15 MINUTES LATER THREE MORE 
WENT SOUTH X ON 8TH APRIL TWO ENEMY CRUISERS ONE DESTROYER 
ANCHORED LORENGAU FROM WHICH THREE SMALL SEAPLANES MADE FORE¬ 
NOON RECONNAISSANCE DROPING SOME BOMBS ALONG COAST X THESE 
VESSELS NO LONGER THERE X RELIABLY REPORTED JAPANESE 
ESTABLISHING BASE FOR SMALL SUBMARINES SOUTH WARANZOI RIVER 
POSIT 4-31 SOUTH 52-21 EAST X SMALL VESSEL REPORTED LAE 
YESTERDAY WAS ATTACKED THIS MORNING BY OUR AIRCRAFT X 
CATALINAS CONDUCTING RECONNAISSANCE FROM TULAGI TODAY ORDERED 
ATTACK SHIPPING FAISI ISLAND HARBOR X INDICATIONS NINE SMALL 
ORANGE VESSELS ASSIGNED RABAUL, ONE NEW CF EXPECTED TRUK, 
POSSIBILITY OFFENSIVE OPERATIONS BY ENEMY IN EASTERN NEW 
GUINEA AREA COMMENCING ABOUT 21 APRIL. 


12 1405 


COMINCH TO CINCPAC 



REFER COMINCH 072135 AND CINCPAC 090215 INFORMATION JUST 
RECEIVED STATES THAT FREE FRENCH MOTOR ESCORT VESSEL CHEVRUIL 
WILL DEPART FROM SYDNEY SHORTLY AFTER 15TH APRIL TO BRING 
STRAWEOARD UNDER FREE DRENCH CONTROL X IN VIEW US AGREEMENTS 
NOT TO MOLEST VICHY FRENCH TERRITORY IT IS DESIRED THAT YOU 
POSTPONE YOUR RECONNAISSANCE UNTIL LATER INFORMATION INSURES 
THAT STRAWBOARD IS IN FACT FREE FRENCH. 
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13 0G10 SUMNER TO CINCPAC 


A PROSPECTIVE CHANNEL SHOWING MINIMUM 40 FOOT SOUNDING HAS 
BEEN MARKED OUT FROM HEAD OF LAHI PASSAGE TO EAST AND BUOYS 
PLANTED AT IMPORTANT POINTS X SHOULD BE USED IN EMERGENCY 
ONLY X SUMNER HAS MADE SEVERAL TRIPS ACROSS THIS AREA WITH SOUND 
EOATS X EACH TRIP REVEALED SURPRISING SHOALS OFTEN 40 FOOT 
SHOALS IN 40 FATHOM AREAS ALSO 30 FOOT JUST OUTSIDE BEST 
PASSAGE DISCOVERED X POSSIBLE MANY SHALLOWER SPOTS UNDISCOVERED 
X PROPER SURVEY THIS AREA HAS NEVER BEEN CONDUCTED X CONSIDER IT 
VERY DANGEROUS FOR LARGE SHIPS X IF ALSO DESIRED THE CHANNEL 
MARKED BY SUMNER COULD BE DRAGGED LATER BY MINESWEEPERS OR 
OTHER SMALL CRAFT X THIS WORK CONSIDERED IMPRACTICABLE FOR 
SUMNER BOATS BECAUSE OF WEATHER AND AREA THAT SHOULD BE 
COVERED TO MAKE THIS CHANNEL SAFE X AT PRESENT NOT EASY TO 
FIX POSITION THIS AREA X WOULD BE DANGEROUS IN THICK WEATHER 
X TO MAKE PROPER CHANNEL A REGULAR HYDROGRAPHIC SURVEY WOULD 
NEED TO BE CONDUCTED AND' LARGE MARKER BUILT ON NEAREST ISLANDS 
FOR FIXING POSITION X ALSO A LARGE AMOUNT OF SOUNDING AND 
DRAGGING X ESTIMATE 1 MONTH X SEE NOTE AT TOP OF HO CHART 
2013 X DIAGRAM OF PROSPECTIVE CHANNEL PLACED IN SOPA FILE X 
GOOD ENTRANCES NOW AT LAHI EGERIA AND THE NARROWS X BELIEVE 
PRESENT RELUCTANCE TO USE NARROWS WILL SOON BE OVERCOME. 


15 0150 CINCPAC TO COMINCH 

REPORTED PRESENCE ENEMY SUBMARINES AND TENDER RA3AUL 
INDICATES PROBABLE COMMENCEMENT ACTIVITIES IN SOUTH PACIFIC 
AREA X CAN MORE DESTROYERS BE MADE AVAILABLE PACFLT FOR 
PRORAELE ANTI SUBMARINE OPERATIONS THAT AREA 
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15 2130 OPNAV TO CINCPAC 

Under consideration a joint supply service for South 
Pacific area except Canton for purpose effecting the 
supply of U.S. Army and Navy forces. Headquarters at 
Auckland. Subsistence stores less a few items can be 
supplied from Australia and New Zealand for both Army 
and Navy there and in outlying bases south of Equator. 
Opnav 072013. After consultation commanding general 
Hawaiian Area request you indicate in broad terms 
your recommendations on the overall problem to include 
necessary joint procurement and joint use of shipoing 
and storage facilities and composition joint staff. 

16 1236 COMINCH TO CINCPAC 

Negative your 150105 except for vessels mentioned in 
my 031351 

. 0"M"JSl ) istml ocj Juv\. Ct\a*^c 
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April 

14 (Continued) 


Our Naval Attache in Australia does not agree with the 
Australian estimate (140910) that Jap shipping losses are such 
that now they are only able to support one aggressive move at 
a time and with further losses they soon can only hold and defend. 

The S-34 and S-35 departed for operations in the Kurile 
Island Area. 

The NAVAJO departed to tow the PRESIDENT TAYLOR to Pearl. 

Bureau of Navigation wants a survey of Staff officers 
with view to reducing the 13 % of iifte strength now so employed. 

In his 141416 Cominch further clarifies his ideas of 
command relations in South Pacific and Southwest Pacific Areas. 

Nandi mine fields are now almost complete. This work 
is being done by Mindiv 2. 

Cominch in his 141600 states his plan to keep 20 fleet 
submarines and necessary tenders in the Southwest Pacific Area. 

There were no important actions in the Southwest Pacific, 
but Japanese operations in the Indian Ocean seem to be proceeding 
well. 

There is indication of some sort of reinforcements to 
the Mandates and Rabaul. While the Japs would like to take the v 
offensive it seems more likely that they will hold in those 
areas for the time being at least because of lack of means. 

\| 

April 15 . 


The nine fields at Nandi Roads have been laid v/ith 862 mines. 
The SUMNER will check up on doubtful navigation points there. 

The question of Seniority in the Southwest Pacific has 
cone up. The British Rear Admiral is senior to our recent Task 
Force commanders. CinCPac desires that the command of our task 
forces v/hich contain a carrier remain with our officers regardless 
of seniority. 


The DOEBIN and SOLACE will be available to serve Task Force 
17 at BLEACHER. He also has good fuel oil arrangements. Unless 
the Japs start up sooner than expected now he should have a good 



Captain M. C. BOWMAN will leave for Auckland Friday to 
start work on a base for SoPacArea at that point. 
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April lfT (Continued) 

In view of Increasing enemy activity in South Pacific 
area Cine Pac (150105) has asked Cominch about DD reinforce¬ 
ment. This was not granted by Cominch (161236). 

Task Forces 1 and 11 will operate in possible enemy 
submarine waters for the balance of this month. 

Opnav (152130) is considering a plan to supply the 
outlying bases in the South Pacific Area and has asked Cincpac 
for recommendations on a Joint Staff. This Joint Logistic Ser¬ 
vice will take into account the supplies that can be obtained 
in New Zealand and Australia. 

A channel 37’ deep and 600’ wide is considered by 
the New Zealand Board for Auckland to be completed about 
August 15, 1942. 

The SAN DIEGO will join the Pacific Fleet about May 

6th. 


A sub attacked the S.S. Firethorn in Lat. 45-30 S 
and 174-10 N. This indicates reconnaissance around New 
Zealand. 


Two Jap CV are expected at Truk April 28th. There 
is more submarine and air activity in Mandates. An offensive 
in the SW Pacific is shaping up. 

Minor bombings and operations continue in the SW 
Pacific, although the Japs are not- doing so much. This would 
indicate that recent air losses for them have hurt. 

The press reports that our VB bombed Manila. 

April 


Opnav (152130) states that there is under consideration a 
joint supply setup for the South Pacific Area (less Canton) with 
headquarters at Auckland. He requests Cincpac recommend on the 
logistic problem south of the equator. 

Opnav (151859) describes a merchant ship routing arrange¬ 
ment for all oceans giving limits, responsibilities, and means 
of coordination. 

Comanzac (150500) informs us that the drydock at Sydney 
will be ready for CV in the immediate future. 
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April IfL (continued) 


Cominch (162220) to Comsowespac 3ays that it is 
essential that our task forces with CV operating in MacArthur’s 
area be commanded by our officers with GV experience regardless 
of rank, and points out that Cincpac has power to ensure our 
seniority (This would keep Halsey there - undesirable). 

Cincpac (170405) to Cominch again requests action on 
assignment of code names for bases. All commands seem to think 
up new names now. 

Cincpac (162217) will send Desron 4 to the S.W. Pacific 
in accordance with a directive from Cominch. 1200 ton DD 
from that area will relieve Desron 4 here. It will also involve 
a shift of tenders. 

Task Force 17 will arrive at Bleacher April 20. This 
will afford a good test of facilities there including the air 
field. While it is considerably east of Noumea, it seems safe 
from all enemy action now except submarines. If CV are to use 
this very much, avgas mu3t be sent there. 

There is some delay in the reinforcement convoys for 
the SoPac bases. 


Admiral Nimitz pointed out the necessity for our action 
at Ocean and Nauru Islands. These are rich sources of phosphate 
which Japan needs to fertilize her crops. Japs have already looked 
these islands over. 



One Jap sub was sighted near New Zealand (SE) and there 
are indications of one 200 miles SW of Midway and another near 
Oahu. A move of Jap subs into the Central Pacific is expected. 


There are strong indications of an Orange offensive in 
the S>W Pacific around the end of the month. The Japs are 
expected to use as many as four CV with suitable cruiser and 
destroyer escort and land based air from the Rabaul area. We 
are planning opposition. No BB are expected in this. 

Air activities in the S.W. Pacific seems limited to 
reconnaissance. 

There was no news today of importance from the Bengal 
area. " - C- 

Vy~ 
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15 1546 (Continued) 

LONG 080-01 WEST ENTERING MARITIME CONTROL ARE LAT 08-00 
NORTH LONG 079-30 WEST THENCE NORTH TO STATION SHIP ABEAM 
TABOGUILLA LIGHT FOR ENTRANCE INSTRUCTIONS SUBPARA (C) 
VESSELS APPROACHING CANAL ZONE FROM SOUTH AMERICA NEW 
ZEALAND AUSTRALIA KEEP TO SOUTHWARD AND EASTWARD OF LINE 
FROM POINT LAT 02-00 NORTH LONG 093-00 WEST TO LAT 04-50 
NORTH LONG 080-00 WEST THENCE THROUGH LAT 07-20 NORTH v/ 
LONG 078-47 WEST TO LAT 08-00 NORTH LONG 079-30 WEST 
THENCE NORTH TO STATION SHIP ABEAM TABOGUILLA LIGHT FOR 
ENTRANCE INSTRUCTIONS X PARA 3 BUNKER REQUIREMENTS OF 
VESSELS ROUTED TO WELLINGTON AT TIME OF ISSUING ROUTE 
INSTRUCTIONS X AMCON ANTOFAGASTA DELIVER TO MISTER GILBERT 

16 1315 OPNAV TO VARIOUS 

MERCANTILE PACIFIC COASTAL ROUTING INSTRUCTIONS (MPORI) 
HEREBY PROMULGATED PRINTED COPIES TO BE MAILED SECTION 1 
PARAGRAPH 1 subpara A VESSELS IN CONVOY OR INDEPENDENT 
BETWEEN ALASKA AND UNIT SAIL WEST COAST NORTHBOUND 
DIVERSIFIED COURSES TO NORTH AND EAST MEDIAN LINE USUALLY 
TRAVELED COURSES (2) SOUTHBOUND TO SOUTHWARD AND WESTWARD J 
OF MEDIAN LINE USUAL COURSES SUBPARA (B) MAXIMUM USE MADE 
OF INSIDE PASSAGE TO ALASKA PARAGRAPH 2 SUBPARA A (l) 

BETWEEN PUGET SOUND AND SAN DIEGO INDEPENDENTS AND VESSELS 
IN CONVOY SHALL BE ROUTED ON DIVERSIFIED COURSES NORTHBOUND 
EASTWARD OF MEDIAN LINE 25 MILES OFF PRINCIPAL AIDS TO 
NAVIGATION (2) SOUTHBOUND TO WESTWARD OF ABOVE LINE 
SUBPARA (B) SMALL CRAFT ROUTED CLOSE IN SHORE PARAGRAPH 3 
SUBPARAGRAPH A VESSELS PLYING BETWEEN US AND CANAL ZONE 
• ROUTED DIVERSIFIED COURSES USUAL TRAVELLED ROUTES 100 MILES 
OFF SHORE SUBPARA B SMALL VESSELS MAY BE ROUTED CLOSE IN 
SHORE X PARAGRAPH 4 WEST COAST OF SOUTH AMERICA USUAL 
STEAMER TRACKS SECTION 2 PARAGRAPH j ENTRANCE TO PANAMA 
MARITIME CONTROL AREA SAME AS MPRI SECTION OF SUB PARAGRAPH 
2 X THIS DISPATCH TRANSMITTED TO ALL OFFICES INTERESTED X 
(UNDERLINED PORTION GARBLED) 

17 0503 COMINDIV 2 to CINCPAC. COMANZAC 

Comindiv 2 replying 020411 and 162149 April will reply. 

Plan to finish Fiji fields 538 additional mines by time 
MONTGOMERY arrives about 3 May. Understand General Rose ' 
primarily concerned v/ith mine protection against tank 
barge approach to ROSES especially SAVANNAH HARBOR. Since 
preliminary work must be completed on mines prior to 
loading have prepared subject to change 100 ROSES mines 
including 50 with 24 foot depth and 18 foot antennas to 
be layed at high water slack in designated areas as desired 
giving float submergence 4 to 8 feet in SAVANNAH HARBOR. 

353 
















o 

s v r a 

APR GOT 

15 1546 OPNAV to VARIOUS . 

MERCANTILE PACIFIC ROUTING INSTRUCTIONS (MPR1) HEREBY 
PROMULGATED PRINTED COPIES TO FOLLOW IN MAIL X SECTION 1 
PARA 1 GENERAL REMARKS X PARA 2 SUBPARA (A) CONVOYS 
BETWEEN US WEST COAST AND HAWAIIAN ISLANDS DIVERSIFIED 
COURSES WESTBOUND NORTHWARD AND EASTBOUND SOUTHWARD OF 
THE GREAT CIRCLE COURSES SUBPARA (B) VALUABLE CONVOYS 
ROUTED BY SPECIAL INSTRUCTIONS SUBPARA (C) SLOW CONVOYS 
ROUTED TO WOUTHWARD WHEN WEATHER CONDITIONS MAKE 
DESIRABLE SUBPARA (D) INDEPENDENTLY ROUTED SHIPS CLEAR 
OF CONVOYS BUT CONFORMING IN GENERAL X PARA 3 INDEPENDENTS 
AND CONVOYS FROM US WEST COAST TO SAMOA X FIJI AND SOCIETY 
ISLANDS ON DIVERSIFIED COURSES TO EASTWARD OF CHRISTMAS 
ISLAND USING AS A BASE COURSE GREAT CIRCLE SAN FRANCISCO 
TO A POINT BETWEEN TOMGA AND COOK ISLANDS X PARA 4 
INDEPENDENTS AND CONVOYS TO EASTERN AUSTRALIAN PORTS 
NORTH OF LATITUDE OF AUCKLAND ROUTED AS IN PARA 3 FOLLOW¬ 
ING IN GENERAL THE GREAT CIRCLE COURSE SOUTHWARD OF 
SAMOA AND FIJI DIRECT TO DESTINATION X PARA 5 SHIPPING J 
US WEST COAST FOR AUCKLAND GREAT CIRCLE THROUGH TUAMOTU 
ARCHIPELAGO THENCE DIRECT TO DESTINATION X PaRA 6 SHIP¬ 
PING FOR WELLINGTON OR PORTS IN SOUTHERN AND WESTERN 
AUSTRALIA DIVERSIFIED COURSES THROUGH TUAMOTU ARCHIPELAGO 
THENCE SOUTH OF CHATHAM ISLAND TO WELLINGTON OR SOUTH OF 
CHATHAM ISLAND AND SOUTH OF NEW ZEALAND TO DESTINATION X 
PARA 7 SHIPPING FROM HAWAIIAN ISLANDS BOUND SOUTH OR 
SOUTHWEST PASS WELL TO EASTWARD OF CHRISTMAS ISLAND AND 
FOLLOW TRACKS INDICATED IN PARA 4, 5, AND 6 X PARA 8 
SUBPARA (A) SHIPPING BETWEEN CANAL ZONE WEST COAST OF 
SOUTH AMERICA AND PACIFIC ISLANDS INCLUDING AUSTRALIA 
(1) TO AUSTRALIA AND ISLANDS IN SOUTH PACIFIC GREAT 
CIRCLE COURSE BETWEEN TUAMOTU ARCHIPELAGO AND PITCAIRN 
ISLAND THENCE DIRECT TO AUCKLAND AND PORTS NORTHERN 
AUSTRALIA OR IF BOUND WELLINGTON SOUTH OF CHATHAM OR FOR 
PORTS SOUTHERN AUSTRALIA SOUTH OF CHATHAM ISLAND AND 
NEW ZEALAND TO DESTINATION (2) FROM AUSTRALIA AND ISLANDS 
IN THE SOUTH PACIFIC GREAT CIRCLE SOUTH OF PITCAIRN ISLAND 
(3) FROM HAWAIIAN ISLANDS OUTWARD BOUND VESSELS TO THE 
SOUTHWARD AND WESTBOUND DEEP TO THE NORTHWARD OF THE 
GREAT CIRCLE COURSES X SUBPARA (B) VESSELS SHALL GIVE 
GALAPAGOS AND COCOS ISLAND A WIDE BERTH XX SECTION 2 
PARA 1 SUBPARA (A) DIVERSION IN PACIFIC AREA SHALL BE 
INITIATED BY AUTHORITY EXERCISING STRATEGIC CONTROL OF 
AREA IN WHICH SHIPPING MAY BE X SUBPARA (B) LOCAL 
DIVERSIONS SHALL BE MADE AS NECESSARY BY COMMANDERS OF 
AREAS OF RESPONSIBILITY IN EACH CASE DIVERTING AUTHORITY 
FOR GENERAL AREA IS TO BE INFORMED X PARA 2 SUBPARA (A) 
VESSELS SHALL ENTER PANAMA MARITIME CONTROL AREA DURING 
DAYLIGHT AND ARRIVE AT BALBOA BEFORE DARK SUBPARA (B) 
VESSELS APPROACHING CANAL ZONE FROM HAWAII AND WEST PASS 
THROUGH LAT 06-55 NORTH LONG 082-00 WEST TO LAT 06-55 NORTH 
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15 0500 COMANZAC to CTF-17 info CINCPAC 




Following is Comanzac 0150 GCT 14th action focas sent 
you for info. Sydney dock available about 22 April. 

J D EDWARDS and HMAS ADELAIDE with convoy expected 
arrive Noumea forenoon 19 Aprilx When ready J D 
EDWARDS ADELAIDE and AUSTRALIA proceed Sydney in 
company. LAMSON and LEANDER should remain Noumea 
until required depart for rendezvous with convoy. 
ACHILLES will be sent from Sydney direct to rendez¬ 
vous. HOBART will complete refit about 22 April. 
Refit of AUSTRALIA estimated require 10 days. Unless 
situation requires it shift of flag to HOBART will 
not be made. 


15 1859 OPNAV to CINCPAC etc. 


O 


3 




BRITISH UNITED STATES ROUTING AGREEMENT. Short Title 
BUSRA. Was recently concluded. Its principal pro¬ 
visions are (including modifications incident to agree¬ 
ment Southwest Pacific command). 

(1) United States will control (sail and route) all 
merchant shipping in Western Atlantic (line of demar¬ 
cation of Western Atlantic area has been promulgated 
to authorities concerned) and Pacific Areas (includ¬ 
ing southwest Pacific) issuing route from port of 
departure to 1st port of arrival in British strategic 
area when latter involved. 

(2) British will control shipping in British home 
waters. Eastern section north and south Atlantic. 
Mediterraniam and Indian area issuing route from port 
departure to 1st port arrival in United States stra¬ 
tegic area when latter involved. 

(3) Opnav issuing single comprehensive mercantile 
Pacific routing instructions (short title MPRI) for 
whole Pacific Ocean, Admiralty, NSHQ Ottawa, ACNB and 
NZNB may suggest amendments to Opnav. 

(4) Admiralty will continue to issue mercantile 
Atlantic routing instructions (short title MARI). 

Opnav and NSHQ Ottawa may suggest amendments to 
Admiralty. 
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15 1859 (CONTINUED) 



(5) Opnav issuing mercantile Atlantic Coastal and 
Pacific Coastal routing Instructions (short titles 
MACRI and MPCRI) covering routing within sea frontiers. 


(6) Control of shipping in Canada, Australia, New 
Zealand, and other British territory in United States 
strategic areas will be exercised by United States 
using as their agents the personnel of existing British 
naval control service organization. 


(7) British routing officers in United States strategic 
areas to be accommodated in same or adjacent buildings 
as United States routing officers vice - versa in 
British areas. Closest collaboration between British 
and U S routing officers essential. 


O 



(8) In areas under United States strategic control 
where British Officers available, routing instructions 
will be delivered to British masters through British 
routing officers (BRO) and vice versa. 

(9) Arrangements for routing of convoys will remain as 
at present. 

(10) Diversions of ships or convoys by authority exer¬ 
cising strategic control of area In which vessel located 
at time of diversion. Other authority may suggest 
diversions. Time and date at which estimated ship or 
convoy passing from one area strategic control to other 
to be included in "Route Signal". Such time and date 
called CHIP responsibility passing from originating 
authority to other authority at this time and date 
irrespective whether ship or convoy in precise position 
estimated or not. 



(11) To prevent both U S and British authorities dupli¬ 
cating merchant ship movement reports (U S "MERCO" 
British "VESCA" Messages) and route signals. It is 
intended that gradually in U S strategic areas other 
than British territory, only MERCO and U S route signals 
(dispatches) will be sent action Opnav and Seafrons 
through which route passes. Admiralty and British 
staff officers (Intelligence) in area of departure. 
Similarly in British strategic controlled areas and 
British territory in U S controlled area only vessels 
and British route signals will be sent action Admiralty 
and British staff officers (Intelligence) in area of 
port of departure, Opnav and Seafrons through which 
route passes. 
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15 1859 


15 2130 




(CONTINUED) 

(12) British naval shore code being issued by Admiralty 
to Opnav and U S Seafrons. 

(13) U S Master Control Cipher has been issued to admir¬ 
alty and British intelligence centers at Ottawa, Kingston, 
Jamaica and Montevideo. 

(14) Joint British American code (MERSIGS Volume 11) and 
appropriate recoding tables is supplied to various cate¬ 
gories of shipping. Will be used for communication with 
ships at sea. (Reference Opnav 081235 April). 

(15) Opnav will send dispatch to addressees signalling 
effective date of BUSRA which presently anticipated 
about 1st June. 

(16) Copies of BUSRA being sent to all addressees. 

(17) Detailed instructions covering method of reporting 
movements and route signals contained in "General In¬ 
structions for Routing Officers (Short Title GIRO)" 
being mailed to addressees responsible for such reports. 

If GIRO unreceived by effective date BUSRA addressees 
shall, pending its receipt, use same method of reporting 
presently used by British except Opnav and Seafrons 
involved shall be included as action addressees of all 
ship movement and route signal dispatches. 


OPNAV to CINCPAC 


Under consideration a joint supply service for South 
Pacific Area except Canton for purpose effecting the 
supply of U S Army and Navy forces, headquarters at 
Auckland. Subsistence stores less a few items can be 
supplied from Australia and New Zeland for both Army 
and Navy there and in outlying bases south of Equator. 
Opnav 072013, after consultation Commanding General 
Hawaiian Area request you indicate in broad terms your 
recommendations of the overall problem to Include 
necessary joint procurement and joint use of shipping 
and storage facilities and composition joint staff. 
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CINCPAC to COMANZAC 

Propose to comply Cominch 141225 by transferring 
Dosron 4 to Southwest Pacfor in exchange for PERKINS 
PLUSSER and 1200 tonners. SELFRIDGE MUGFORD RAGLEY 
arrive Bleacher with convoy about 7 May can be re¬ 
lieved there by 4 stackers as soon as shore defense 
is able to assume antiaircraft defense of convoy. 

HENLEY HELM will be ordered to Roses with convoy 
arriving there about 3 May and can be ordered to re¬ 
port to you as soon as two 4 pipers are started for 
Pearl. BLUE JARVIS RALPH TALBOTT are temporarily on 
mainland escort run with availability at Mare Island 
for Radar installation. Can start them south from 
here about 3rd week in May in exchange for PERKINS FLUSSER 
and remaining 1200 ton ships. Ships of Desron 4 all 
have double beam sound gear 20mm guns and depth charge 
throwers. All except HENLEY HELM will have SC Radar 
and these two have preliminary work completed requir¬ 
ing only instruments which will be forwarded when 
available and can be installed in about 5 days v/ith 
repair ship or equivalent help. Request all Radar 
equipment received by you for 1200 tonners but not 
installed be sent to Pearl with them. Also propose 
exchange DOBBIN for BIACKHAWK account spare part 
situation your comment on this requested. 


16 2220 COMINCH to CCMSOWBSPACFOR info CINCPAC. 


O TAKE UP FOLLOWING WITH ACNB AND ADVISE X WHILE I 

ACCEPT GENERAL PRINCIPLE THAT COMMAND SHOULD BE EXER¬ 
CISED BJT SENIOR OFFICER PRESENT WHEN US AND AUSTRALIAN 
NAVAL FORCES COOPERATE TACTICALLY THIS CANNOT DEROGATE 
THE HIGHER PRINCIPLE THAT COMINCH AND CINCPAC ALWAYS 
RETAIN THE POWER TO APPOINT AS TASK FORCE COMMANDER . . , 

ANY OFFICER UNDER THEIR COMMAND REGARDLESS OF RANK. y 

IN PARTICULAR CMA OPERATIONS OF PACIFIC FLEET CARRIER 
UNITS IN SOPAC AND SOPAC AREAS HAVE BEEN PREDICATED 
TO UNDERSTANDING THAT COMMANDER THEREOF COMMANDS THE 
COMBINED FORCE WHEN AUSTRALIAN VESSELS COOPERATE 
TACTICALLY CMA REGARDLESS OF RELATIVE RANK OF OFFICERS 
CONCERNED. IN VIEW NECESSITY THAT OFFICER EXPERIENCED 
IN CARRIER OPERATIONS BE IN CONTROL MAY I ASK THAT 
YOU CONFIRM THIS UNDERSTANDING WITH REFERENCE TO 
FUTURE COMBINED ACTIVITIES. DELIVER TO MCARTHUR. 


w 
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17 0405 



CINCPAC to COMINCH 

Complete list of code names bases twice requested 
promised by Opnav despatch 122037 March but not 
received. Have obtained at least partial list pre¬ 
pared by Comdg General Hawdept from war department 
directives but desire confirmation and assurance 
that full information has been received. Believe 
too many commands are unrelatedly employing code 
names and that confusion with serious effects might 
result, after receipt of complete and authentic list 
will control this within my command but believe 
broader coordination is necessary. Emmons list con¬ 
tains no name for Johnston Island or Auckland. u e- 
quest verification of indications Fulcrum is name 
for latter. 







359 
















_ A 


o 


n 


* v r - p ^ 171 




17 0503 (Continued) 

Recommend South Bay field alternate 24 and 45 foot 
depths having floats 6 to 10 foot submergence. Subject 
to confirmation preliminary estimate includes 2 line 
fields (A) across INDIE LITTE entrance (B) halfway y 
across HILLIARD CHANNEL from northward (C) across 
South Bay. Water depths indicate need for 40 anchors 
with 400 feet cable and 60 with 900 feet. Absence 
handling facilities ROSES makes desirable conduct of 
mining operations upon arrival and approval fields. 

17 1750 COMINCH to CINCPAC, COMANZAC 

CONTINUOUS STUDY AND CONSIDERATION OP ENEMY COMMITMENTS 
IN PACIFIC THEATER CONFIRMS THE VIEW OF THE JOINT CHIEFS 
OF STAFF EXPRESSED IN PARA 4B OF DIRECTIVE TO SUPREME 
COMMANDER OF SOUTHWEST PACIFIC AREA AND EMPHASIZES THE 
ADVISABILITY AND NECESSITY OF MAKING ENEMY SHIPS AND 
SHIPPING THE PRIMARY OBJECTIVES OF SURFACE AIR AND 
SUBMARINE ATTACKS IN ORDER TO HAMSTRING HIS CAPACITY 
TO SUPPORT HIS OPERATIONS. PARA. 

NOTE THAT SUBMARINE ATTACKS ON SHIPS AND SHIPPING IN / 
ENEMY WATERS IN WESTERN PART OF CENTRAL PACIFIC HAVE 
FORCED THE USE OF CONVOYS BETWEEN HOMELAND AND SOUTH¬ 
WARD. PARA. 

SUBMARINE OPERATIONS AGAINST ENEMY SHIPS AND SHIPPING 
TRAVERSING SOUTH CHINA SEA WILL ALSO SERVE TO HELP 
BRITISH SITUATION IN INDIAN OCEAN THEATER. PARA. 

LEARY SHOW THIS DESPATCH TO MACARTHUR. CHIEF OF NAVAL 
OPERATIONS AND CHIEF OF STAFF ARMY INFORMED. 


'<U 
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19 2151 


(Continued) 


office within San Francisco service force sub command for 
this purpose but utilizing existing agencies procurement 
and storage. Joint staff there to coordinate requirements 
and shipping handling all stores until Auckland established 
and functioning. 



Desirable supply all bases be as automatic as possible 
and that after requirements are determined ships be permanent¬ 
ly allocated this service. Status "/hite Poppy not clear. 
Present supply a responsibility of Australia. 


If the above recommended organization is adopted the 
Commanding General, Hawaiian Department, should be 
relieved of responsibility for supply South Pacific bases. 
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17 1750 COMINCH to CINCPAC. COMSOWESPAC 

CONTINUOUS STUDY AND CONSIDERATION OF ENEMY COMMITMENTS 
IN PACIFIC THEATRE CONFIRMS THE VIET/ OF THE JOINT CHIEFS 
OF STAFF EXPRESSED IN PARA 4B OF DIRECTIVE TO SUPREME 
COMMANDER OF SOUTHWEST PACIFIC AREA AND EMPHASIZES THE 
ADVISABILITY AND NECESSITY OF MAKING EKE'Y SHIPS AND 
SHIPPING THE PRIMARY OBJECTIVES OF SURFACE AIR AND SUB¬ 
MARINE ATTACKS IN ORDER TO HAMSTRING HIS CAPACITY TO 
SUPPORT HIS OPERATIONS PARA 

NOTE THAT SUBMARINE ATTACKS ON SHIPS AND SHIPPING IN 
ENEMY WATERS IN WESTERN PART OF CENTRAL PACIFIC HAVE 
FORCED THE USE OF CONVOYS BETWEEN HOMELAND AND SOUTHWARD 
PARA 

SUBMARINE OPERATIONS AGAINST ENEMY SHIPS AND SHIPPING 
TRAVERSING SOUTH CHINA SEA WILL ALSO SERVE TO HELP 
BRITISH SITUATION IN INDIAN OCEAN THEATRE PARA 
LEARY SHOW THIS DESPATCH TO MACARTHUR XX CHIEF OF NAVAL 
OPERATIONS AND CHIEF OF STAFF ARMY INFORMED. 


18 0135 COMSOWESPAC to CINCPAC 


ACNB confirms your understanding regarding exercise of 


command of combined units when PACFLT carrier units 
operate SWPAC Area. Suitable directive being promul¬ 
gated RAN by ACNB. This refers to COMINCH 162220. 
ACNB has this. 


/ 


18 1915 CINCPAC to TASK FORCE COMMANDERS . 

RECENT INFORMATION FROM RELIABLE SOURCE ON ORANGE CARRIERS 
STATES X A X ORGANIZATION X CARDIV 1 AKAGA 1 AND KAGA X 
CARDIV 2 HIRYU PLUS SORYU X CARDIV 3 RYOJO ONLY X CARDIV 5 
SHOKAKU AND ZUIKAKU X B X PLANE COMPLEMENTS X FIGHTERS X 
EACH 18 PLUS 3 SPARES EXCEPT RYUJO HAS 12 PLANES AND 4 X 
DIVE BOMBERS SAME AS FIGHTERS X TORPEDO BOMBERS X 18 PLUS 
3 SPARES PER SHIP EXCEPT KAKA CARRIERS 27 AND 6 AND RYULO 
HAS SWABO. 


G 


19 2151 CINCPAC TO OPNAV . 

Joint supply service South Pacific Area deemed practicable 
and necessary your 152130. Joint office staffed with per¬ 
sonnel Army Navy Marine should be established Auckland 
and assigned responsibility under Ghormley supply outlying 
islands with such stores as can be obtained that region 
including joint purchase storage and use of shipping. ^ 

Accordance your 072103 overall planning and coordination 
logistics Pacific Ocean Area being assigned Service Force 
hence logical above proposed joint office be a section of 
Service For 'e Sub Command to be established Auckland. 

Supply material and stores South Pacific Area from coast 
also requires coordination.. Recommend similar joint ob2 
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HDQ. USMC WASH to COM-14 Info CINCPAC 

Urser 00146 dated 22 March tank3 in limited numbers 
can be furnished for outlying bases after divisions 
have been equipped. 5 amphibian tractors for inter¬ 
island use at PALMYRA will be provided on request. 

8 mortars 81 mm will be furnished. Sufficient am¬ 
munition being shipped to bring .30 caliber to 10 
units of fire, .50 caliber AP to 7g units of fire 
and 37mm AA HE to 10 units of fire. Additional 
needed for 10 units all types will be shipped as 
available. Con-14 inform CG Marforces 14th ND. 

Cominch informed. 

OPNAV to WAVATT WELLINGTON info CINCPAC. COMANZAC 

ALUSNA Wellington 150015. Inquiries by New Zealand 
Military Attache regarding port facilities v/ere made / 
at request of Joint Army Navy Committee now making 
study of Logistic problem Pacific Area. Space re¬ 
quirements are for use by both services. 
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April 17 . 


The press reports that we have bombed TOKYO, YOKOHAMA, 
KOBE and NAGOYA. As only nine plane 3 are reported shot down, 

0 nine other probably reached the bombing objectives. No dope 
yet from Halsey. 

/ 


Comlnch in his 171750 to Comanzac and Cincpac confirms 
and emphasizes that the best way to damage Japan at present is 
to give first consideration to attacks on her shipping. We have 
apparently expended a lot of bomb3 on air fields and buildings 
when the target should have been ships. 


Opnav (151546) has issued ship routing Instructions for 
the Pacific. No change is noted in our present set up. 


Captain Bowman left for Auckland in connection with 
the establishment of a base there. The RIGEL will follow on 
the 20th. 

. v 1 

Comindiv 2 (170503) tells of his plans for the com¬ 
pletion of the mine field now underway at Nandi, and of his 
plan to mine ROSES. 


Minor air actions and reconnaissance continues in the 
Southwest Pacific area. There are indications that our raids 
on Koepang are doing damage and that the Japs desire to move 
from there. Also the Japs desire early air raids on Darwin. 

Our estimate for the Jap offensive in the New Guinea 
area still is that it will start around the end of the month. 
They will use CVs with usual flotilla. We are trying to get a 
force together to oppose. Task Force 17 will be ready; Task 
Forces 11 and 16 are otherwise committed. 


The KASUGA MARU v/hich we recently hit on the stern at 
Rabaul will go to YOKOSUKA for repairs and should be ready for 
service on the 23rd. 


Relations with Vichy France are becoming more strained. 
Com-14 has warned against damage here by misguided Frenchmen. 














April 18 

.The raid on TOKYO and vicinity has caused the Japs to 
search with their air } surface } and submarine units. This 
search may possibly delay the SW Pac offensive as the 
RYUKAKU probably is at sea searcliing-as are air units from 
the KAOA. It should be noted that (1; this raid ties up 
important forces for a long time (2) The military 
damage i3 small (3) the risk of loosing a CV is great (4) 
Bombing of shore objectives in this manner does not 
altogether agree with Cominch strategy (his 171750 referred 
to yesterday). The raid does have, however, great public 
approval. As one result of this raid we see the good work 
being done by our radio intelligence. 

NAS Midway seems to think that there is some life on 
Pearl and Hermes reef. Some Japs could have landed there from 
a submarine recently. 

We are having trouble with the fuel tanks in the 
Yorktown VPs. 

The Sumner will complete the survey at Nandi on 
April 27th. 

Cominch is sending the approved, code names to arrive 
here about the 25th. Maybe this will clean up and settle 
that matter. 

Leary say3 in his (180135) that CinC Pac view that 
our officers command task forces containing a CV regardless 
of rank is concurred in by the ACNB. 

The airfield at TONGATABU is in fine shape and will 
probably be of value to TP 17 for the next few days. Tftey 
arrive® there tomorrow after a long stay at sea. f 

We are taking steps to oppose the expected moYe of 
Orange in the SW Pacific. 0\ir date of commencement of the 
offensive is the end of the month, while Cominch thinks 
it will be the first week in May. Taking into account the 
possible delay due to air search above CincPac 

and Cominch are in agreement as to the time. CincPac 
will probably be unable to send enough forces to be sure 
of stopping the expected Jap offensive. 

Com 14 wanes 1,000 marines to guard the waterfronts in his 
district. This would be of sone help to the not too good 
Hawaiian Defense sot up. 

Rabaul was attack by two planes. There was i hit and 2 
misses on 2APs. 10 AP and one cruiser were in the harbor. 

They are the target - not the airfields. 
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The Jap base at KOEPANG may be moved. 






April 18 (Continued) 


Three ships of Batdiv 3 are returning to Japan. 
Cincpac (181915) describes the loading of Orange CVs. 
A squadron of Orange CBs is enroute Wake today. 

April 19 

Cincpac in his 192151 recommends a logistic plan 
for the South Pacific Islands. 

There was no news about the Tokyo raids except in 
the press. 

A possible submarine contact was reported by the 
Army at Christmas. 


The PREBLE reports that there is no sign of life 
at Pearl and Hermes Reef. The report of life there by a 
plane was investigated. 

Rabaul was again attacked by our planes with small 
results, 8 ships were reported in that harbor. 

Vice Admiral Brown is on leave until May 1st. 


A]cril_20. 


The problem of providing ways and means to deal with 
the expected Japanese offensive in the Southwest Pacific was 
discussed informally by Admiral Nimitz. 

There is still no word from Admiral Halsey. 

The landing field at ROSES is now ready for VPs. In 
his 202050 to Com-14 the Major General Commandant said that a 
limited number of tanks can be supplied to outlying bases. 

The first priority for the tanks is offensive units but the 
Major General Commandant infers that he agrees that tanks are 
necessary for defense battalions on our outlying coral atolls. 
The TANGIER indicates that, after due notice, and providing 
modest supplies, we can operate PBY-5As (amphibians) at NOUMEA. 

The PREBLE reports recent signs of life at KURE ISLAND. 
This seems to indicate a visit by the Japs within the past two 
months. 


In his 202110 Opnav states that a Joint Army and Navy 
committee is now studying the Pacific logistics. So are we. 











April 20 (Continued) 


Cominch now wants tankers speeded up on the Hawaii - 
West Coast run. This is being done to some extent. 

The Army bombed the PLYING PISH. They do considerable 
damage to our SS and something definite must be done to stop it. 

The first job for the LAPPEY is the NEVADA escort to 
Bremerton. 


Minor bombings continue on SALAMOA. These recent at¬ 
tacks by our forces may be slowing up the Jap effort in this 
area. More Jap troops are being landed at BOUGAINVILLE. 


Indications for the next Jap offensive in the South¬ 
west Pacific continue. Our date for the commencement is ten¬ 
tatively May 3rd. 
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21 1549 BOTH THE UNITED STATES AND AUSTRALIA ARE PLANNING 
TO SEND TO NOUMEA MATERIAL FOR UNDERWATER DEFENSE 
AND IMPROVEMENT OF FACILITIES ON SHORE X THESE 
PLANS HAVE BEEN MADE THRU THE ACNB X IN VIEW OF 
THE TECHNICAL SKILL REQUIRED THE NAVY DEPARTMENT 
WOULD PREFER THAT THE INSTALLATIONS BE MADE UNDER 
THE SUPERVISION OF THE ACNB FOR WHICH PURPOSE THE 
LATTER ARE PREPARED TO SEND AN OFFICER IN CHAP.CE 
AND STAFF TO NOUMEA X SUBSEQUENTLY THIS PERSON]!EL 
MIGHT EXERCISE CONTROL OF THE HARBBR UNDER AN 
AUSTRALIAN PORT CAPTAIN BUT AFTER AN INTERVIEW 
WITH ADMIRAL ATJBOYNEAU DOUBTFUL IF THE FRENCH 
WOULD AGREE X YOUR RECOMMENDATION IS REQUESTED 
X ARMY CHIE^ OF STAFF CONCURRS X CHICAGO DELIVER 
to comgen us forces new Caledonia. 
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24 0430 (Continued) 

flying boat inspected aerodrome. Allied air oper¬ 
ations 24 April fortresses marauders and B-25’s attack 
Lae aerodrome and installations. B-17's attack ship¬ 
ping near Rabaul. Usual searches west Horn Island 
northwest Tulagi and south Salamaua latest photos Lae 
show 23 fighters dispersed off runway 3 others prob¬ 
ably unserviceable near hanger. 4 bombers. 6 blast 
pits westernslde. 3 dispersal areas east of north¬ 
west end runway. 


24 0825 COMANZAC to OPNAV info CINCPAC 


Allied cruisers and destroyers in Task Force 44 must 
be conversant with U.S. Signal and Tactical Instruc¬ 
tions in order to operate v/ith Pac Fleet Task Forces. 

To this end am supplying Australia, Canberra, Hobart 
with General Signal Book, Tactical Instructions, 

Fleet Doctrine, Call Books. To communicate effici- y 
ently they should also have effective contact code 
air code and other crypto channels Pacific. Request 
authority issue class 4 allowance including ECM to 
above 3 ships. Sufficient cipher machines available 
ex sail boats. Will furnish liaison officers as re¬ 
quired. 
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23 1725Z NZNB to CINCPAC 

Army desires transport approximately 2000 personnel 
New Zealand to Fiji in May. In addition to hired 
transport propose utilize HMNZS MONOWAI and HMS 
ASCANIA as escort and to assist in transfer personnel. 
HMNZS MONOWAI 12th to 16th May HMS ASCANIA 12th to 
28th May. 

24 0400 COMSOWESPAC to CINCPAC, etc. 

This is the first of 2 parts. Scheduled attack ves¬ 
sels southeast New Hanover unsuccessful due bad 
weather which also obscured Kavieng but 2 objects 
possibly ships sighted in straits there. Nil enemy 
air activity Cape Gloucester. B-26's bombed 3 trans¬ 
ports Talili Bay (South Watom Island) obtained near 
misses. Confirms use this anchorage for dispersal 
shipping. 3 other marauders dropped incendiaries on 
wharf installations northwest side Simpson Harbor 
starting fires. Encountered little Aa fire except 
machine guns from shore and ships in harbor. Maraud¬ 
ers machine gunned motor transport and personnel. 

Saw in this harbor 2 large 5 medium transports of 
which one at new wharf. Reconnaissance Duke York 
revealed no aerodrome nor VP there but small freighter 
and yacht southeast thereof. Encountered AA fire 
from VLU Island. Submarine on surface ST. GEORGE 
Channel 9 miles southeast Cape Gazelle. 3 AP tonnage 
about 5,000 sighted underway in Ataliklikun Bay. 

Total shipping observed Rabaul area 23 April 16 ves¬ 
sels. No AA construction nor other activity seen 
Watom Island. End of part one. 

24 0430 COMSOWESPACFOR to CINCPAC. et c. 

Part 2. Possible ship or submarine which fired on 
our aircraft was sighted yesterday afternoon 90 miles 
northwest Port Moresby from whence planes sent to 
attack. Latter town raided 11 hours local time by 
8 type 99 bombers escorted by 7 type 0 fighters not 
intercepted by Kittyhawks but antiaircraft kept planes 
up. 8 bombs dropped from 21,000 feet hit center run¬ 
way making 300 yards thereof temporarily unserviceable. 
3 enemy VF machine gunned ground installations without 
serious effect. Vicinity Cepe Melville (Northeast 
coast Australia) 3 unidentified schooners sighted yes¬ 
terday. Enemy officers 19 April arrived Salamaua in 
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feia? :?■!>. :l op the situation 



PART I - MISSION 




The Problem 



1. There are nany indications that the enony will launch 
an offensive in the NEW GUINEA - NE> BRITAIN - SOLOMON ISLANDS 
area commencing about May 3, 1942. The problem here considered 
is how to deal with that offensive, insofar as the Connander- 
ln-Chiof, Pacific Ocean Areas is concerned, while continuing 
to carry out the tasks assigned but not directly related to tills 
problem. 


The Situation 


2. The assigned tasks of the Comnander-in-Chlef, Pacific 
Ocean Areas are: 





(a) Hold island positions between UNITED STATES and South¬ 
west Pacific Area necessary for security of the line of communi¬ 
cations between these regions und for supporting naval, air and 
amphibious operations against Japanese. 

(b) Support operations of forces in Southwest Pacific Area. 

(c) Contain Japanese forces within Pacific Theatre. 

(d) Support the defense of the continent of NORTH AMERICA. 

(e) Protect essential sea and air communications. 

(f) Prepare for execution of major amphibious offensives 
aralnat positions held by Japan initially to bo launcliod from 
3outh Pacific and Southwest Pacific Area. 


3. These are supplementary to the following basic 
directive j 


Tasks assigned you summarize into two primary task3 
in order of priority: 

first, covering and holding line HAWAII - MIDWAY 
and maintaining its communications with Wost Coast; 

second, and only in small desireo less important, 
maintenance of communication West Coast - AUSTRALIA 
chiefly by covering, securing and holding line 
HAWAII - SAMOA which shoi Id be extended to Include 
7IJI at earliest practicable date. 
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4. The tasko assigned to the Supreme Commander, Southwest 
Pacific area which boar 6n the Problem under study aro: 

(a) Hold the key military regions of AUSTRALIA us bases 
for future offensive action against JAPAN and in order to chock 
Japanese conquest In this aroa. 

(b) Chock oneny advance toward AUSTRALIA and Its os ontial 
lino3 of communications by destruction of enemy combatant, troop, 
and supply ships, aircraft and bases In EASTERN MALAYSIA and NEW 
GUINEA - BISMARCK - SOLOMON ISLANDS region. 

(c) . 

(d) . 

(e) Protect communications within Southwest Pacific Area 
and its close approaches. 

(f) . 

(g) Support operations of friendly forcos in Pacific Ocean 
Area and Indian Theatre. 

(h) Prepare to tako offensive. 

The following despatch from the Connunder-In-Chlef, 

U.S. Fleet, to Commander-In-Chief, U.S. Pacific Fleet, and 
Commander Anzac Force must be considered with tho second task 
set forth above: 

CONTINUOUS 3TUNY AND CONSIDERATION OP ENEMY COUMITM .NTS 
TN PACIFIC THEATER CONFIRMS THE VIEW OP THE JOINT CHIEFS 
OF STAFF EXPRESSED IN PARA 413 OF DIRECTIVE TO SUPREME 
COMMANDER OP SOUTHWEST PACIFIC AREA AND EMPHASIZES THE 
ADVISABILITY AND NECESSITY OP MAKING ENEMY SHIPS AND 
SHIPPING THE PRIMARY OBJECTIVES OF SURFACE AIR AND SUB¬ 
MARINE ATTACKS IN ORDER TO HAMSTRING HIS CAPACITY TO 
SUPPORT HIS OPERATIONS PARA 

NOTE THAT SUBMARINE ATTACKS ON SHIPS AND SHIPPING IN 
ENEMY WATERS IN WESTERN PART OF CENTRAL PACIFIC HAVE 
FORCEDTHE USE OF CONVOYS BETWEEN HOMELAND AND SOUTHWARD 
PARA 

SUBMARINE OPERATIONS AGAINST ENEMY SHIPS AND SHIPPING 
TRAVERSING SOUTH CHINA SEA WILL ALSO SERVE TO HELP 
BRITISH SITUATION IN INDIAN OCEAN THEATER PARA 

LiURY SHOVi THIS DESPATCH TO MAC ARTHUR XX CHIEF OF NAVAL 
OPERATIONS AND CHIEF OP STAFF ARMY INFORMED 













5. l'rom these tasks It will be seen that those wliich 
immediately apoly are: 

\ 

i 

For Supreme Commander, Soitthwest Pacific Area: 

Check enemy advunco toward AUSTRALIA and Its ossen- 
tial line3 of connunicationa by destruction of enemy combatant, 
troop, and supnly ships, aircraft and bases in EASTERN MALAYSIA 
and NEW GUINEA - BISMARCK - SOLOMON I3LANDS region. 

For Commander-In-Chief, Pacific Ocean Area: 

Support operations of forces In Southwest Pacific Aroa. 

6. It la inferred that the Commander-in-Chief, U.3. Fleet, 
Intends to employ large Pacific Fleet forces in the solution of 
this problem. 


/ 


» 
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PART II - SURVl-JY OK OPPOSING STRKNOTHS 


1. (a) T}ie Japanoao are flushod with victory. Their morale 
Is high. As long as the course of their operations proceeds 
according to plan their morale and efficiency will remain high. 
But when they are forced to inprovise bec&tise of major setbacks 
a lowering of efficiency and morale can be expected. The im¬ 
pression is rained that thoy have definitely been held up in 
the EASTETtN NEW GUINEA area by tlie losses inflicted by Vice 
Acbniral Brown’s Force and by the persistent bombing from 
AUSTRALIA and PORT MORESBY. 

(b) Their planning , training, and experience is excel¬ 
lent and must not be unaorestinated. The attack on PEARL HARBOR 
was a worionanlike job in every respect. That operation may bo 
taken as an example of what they can do in the way of planning 
and execution of the plans. Timing, the objective, the surprise, 
driving homo the attack - all sJiow that wo can expect excellent 
work. Their army has shown ability and the will to roach objec¬ 
tives even in face of considerable opposition. They can travel 
over very bad terrain. Their food supply is very simple - a few 
handsfull of rice plus what the country con offer seems to keep 
them going in fighting trim. In landings they are perfectly 
willing to accept largo losses from enemy fire and drownlnrs, and 
thoy do reach objectives in spite of losses. Whilo the general 
terrain in the area under study is not the boat for amphibious 
operations, thoy have alroady amply demonstrated great ability 
in equally bad places. 

(c) It lias been determined that, generally speaking, 
their airplanes havo greater range than ours. In particular, 
by the use of belly tanks their fighters have a radius of some¬ 
thing over OCX) miles. Thoy also have fairly effective seaplane 
fighters. 

(d) Thoir aerial torpedoes ore excellent, and the technique 
of their use has been very good. There is evidence that thoir 
aerial torpedoes run very accurately, take depth quickly after 

a very short run, and that they may 3acrifico ran o for weight 
of oxplosivo. 

(e) They have amply demonstrated the excellence of thoir 
air power against surface ships whon t.hose surface ships have 
inadequate air protection. 

(f) On the other hand, our men are just as bravo, and 
those who havo boon properly trained are believed to be better 
than tlieir opposite Japanese number. Our Navy under fire in 


II - 1 


374 






(f) continued 



tills war, ospecially in air combat has left little to bo deslrod. 
Our Array is untried except at BATAAN, where the ground troops 
wore magnificent. But there, and in the MALAYSIA campaign, Arny 
air showed lack of proper training and coordination. Our exer¬ 
cise of unityof command is probably Inferior to that of the 
Japanese because of our lack of experience in this respect. 

(c) Our submarines and their personnel have Indicated 
considerable superiority. 

(h) In general due to the superiority of our personnel 
In resourcefulness and initiative, and of tho undoubted super¬ 
iority of much of our equipment wo should be able to accept 
odds in battle if necessary. 

2. Character of tho Theater. 


(a) Hydrography, Topography . Tho Sailing Directions are 
adequate for ordinary navigation and for a general description 
of the Theatre. Certain points deserve emphasis: 

(1) Navigation in the area is difficult due to 
inaccurate charts, rather strong currents, many atolls, 
shoals and reefs. However, prudent navigators can be 
expected to take our ships any place military opera¬ 
tions demand. 




(2) Navigation off the southeast coast of NKW GUINEA 
is particularly difficult due to inaccurate charts, many 
islands, shoals, and reefs, and the fact that tho lead 
seldom gives warning of danger. Near the coast the water 
is often thick and muddy. 

(3) The islands are very thinly populated and the 
cultivation there affords poor support for troops. A 
high and very rugged mountain range extends through 
the length of the island of NEW BRITAIN, with the ' 
highest peak. 754C foot. In NEW IRELAND tho mountains 
are up to 6000 feet. But there, between Mt. BOWOMUT 
(42G5 feet) and tho northeast tip of the island, there 
aro two dips with a maximum elevation of COO foet. The 
SOLOMON ISLANDS also presont tho characteristics of the 
others In Uiat there la the usual chain of mountains 
for tho most part covered with dense foro3t and rank 
undergrowth. Landings would present no great difficult¬ 
ies In the area us there are many harbors and beaches. 
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(b) The Weather. A chart of conditions for the month of 
May is attached as Annex "A". Note that there are apt to be 
hurricanes making up In the SAMOAN, FIJI, and COMAL SKA areas. 
In the SOLOMONS - NEW BRITAIN - NEW GUINEA area flying will be 
tricky with much rain arui^clouds. The pilot chart gives aver¬ 
age conditions. This A*to be studied in connection with par¬ 
ticular operations. Our pilots recently reported that the 

pp 8808 in the mountains were clear of clouds only in the morn¬ 
ing hours. 

(c) Daylight will be from about 0530 to 1830 in Latitude 
15° South on May 7th, while there will bo a full moon on both 
May 1st and June 1st. 

(d) The following distances are of interest: 


O 


PEARL to SAMOA 

2276 

miles 

P1SARL to TONGATABU 

2780 

91 

PBARL to SUVA 

2750 

ft 

PEARL to NOUMEA 

3400 

VI 

PEARL to MORESBY 

14410 

99 

TONGATABU to NOUMEA 

990 

99 

TONGATABU to SUVA 

430 

99 

TONGATABU to MID CORAL SEA 

1700 

99 

SUVA to RABAUL 

1836 

99 

TRUK to RABAUL (water) 

795 

91 

YOKOSUKA to KABAUL 

3180 

99 

RABAUL to LAE (water) 

420 

91 

RABAUL to LAE (air) 

350 

91 

MORESBY to LAE (air) 

150 

91 

MORESBY to LAE (water) 

1080 

99 

MORESBY to RABAUL (air) 

440 

91 

MORESBY to RABAUL (water) 

950 

99 


3. 


INFORMATION 


s/ 


(a) While we get very good cornnunication intelligence, a weakness 
is our lack of organization to obtain and evaluate combat 
Intelligence to best advantage. Such an organization is being 

set up. We are able to obtain rather good Cl and RI informa¬ 
tion, and our radar is improving. Our codes are thought secure. 

But a national weakness is that through gossip, carelessness, 
etc., we do not deny information to the enemy that is of value 
to him. Included are ship movements, building program, press 
releases, some future plans, and land military installations 
of all kinds. 

(b) Due to his systematic collection of information in 
the past and to the almost certain existence of spies and 
sympathizers, we must assume that the enemy is well informed 

of the present overall strength of our armed forces, the details 
of our major bases, and the general location of our Navy. 376 
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(c) Our own communication facilities are e cellent. So 
are those of the enemy, as far as we can Jud-e. 

4* Knemv Forces . 

(a) Ultimate Japanese strength in the operation cannot 
be accurately estimated at this time. Annex "E" shows informa¬ 
tion dated April 22, 1942, on forces which might take part. 

(b) The total naval forces. Including air, w ich we may 
be expected to oppose in the area are estimated on April 22, 

1942, to be: 

CVs - Five, namely* ZUIKAKU, SHOKAKU, RYUKAKU, 

KA3UGA MARU, KAOA . (Note; Thero are indications 
that the Commander 1st Air Fleet in AKaOI may 
participate). 

BBs - At least one. (Note* This is not clear yet. 

2 BI3s were used on the initial attack on RABAUL 
and at least 2 BBs were used in recent opera¬ 
tions in the BENGAL area). 

GA - At least five, namely* 2 - 7500; 3 - 10,000. 

CL - At least four, 

DD - At least twelve, exclusive of plane guards. 

(Notes 4 more DD indicated as possible). 

SS - Indefinite, but up to twelve for MANDATES - 
NEW BRITAIN area. 

VB - 81 (heavy); VF - 90; VP -20; VO -26. 

(Notes The following additional are estim¬ 
ated to be in the MARSHALLS* VB - 54 (heavy) 

VF - 54; VP - 28; VO - 26). 

(c) The only thing known about troops is that there are 
transports in the RAPAUL Area. It must be assumed that troops and 
transports are available in sufficient force for a major attack 
now that other campaigns have been successfully completed. 

5. ‘ Bases, 

RAPAUL - This has a good harbor where a considerable number of 
ships can anchor. It is defended by AA, although recent reports 
do not aiiow consistently heavy nor accurate AA fire. There are 
two landing fields - one near the harbor, and one 9 miles a”-ay. 

Both are availible to VB, Hangars, shops, and storehouses are 

known to be used there by the Japanese for nllitar^ operat‘Lens. 377 
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RA13AUL (continued) 

v.e have no information on coastal batteries, Boarchlights 
have been observed. The approaches nay be nined and netted 
but such information is lacking. 

There are air bases near RAIIhUL at VUHAKAHAU (VP and 
VB), LAKUHAI (VP and possibly VB), HARBOR (VP anchorage), and 

^KRAVAT. At the lattor place the onemy is thought to be con¬ 
structing a dispersal airdrome. 

RABAUL also has a weather station. 

3ALAKAUA - This is a seaplane tiarbor used for rofueling VPs. 

?>ne nil© west of the town there is an airfield with hangars 
suitable for VQs and VPs. There is some Aa protection. Nothing 
is known about ninos or nets. 

hAa - An advanced position for VB and VP air operations. 

Small ships have been observed in the harbor. This is closely 
associated and similar in use and defense to 3ALAMAUA nearby. 
l<oth places are under the N:;W BRITAIN Air Command. 

OASMaTA - Thi3 is mainly an emergency seaplane anchorage. 

There i3 n snail landing field. Only VPs have boen observed, 
there. Our planes have received heavy AA fire from this place. 

piVI-SNO - Here there is a soaplane anchorage and a small land¬ 
ing fiold. No defenses liavo been noted. 

LORdNOAU - An oraorgency seaplane anchorage. No facilities or 
accommodations ashore. Radio to RAPAUL. Between 300 and BOO 
troops have been landed there tills month. VF have been ob¬ 
served patrolling the harbor. 

The onemy has also occupied KK3SA, FAI3I, BUKA 
PA3SA0E, and KIBTA. Very small landing fields exist at the 
last two. 

6. Own Forces. 


The situation with roapect to own forces is 3et 
forth as well as it can be predicted for the period 1-15 May. 

(a) Battleships . 

The location of the seven battleships will depend 
upon the decision as to their next move. The Commander-in- 
Chlof, U.S. Pacific Fleet, lias alroady decided to recommend 
that they return to the Coast. Reasons: 

(1) lixcopt in the Southwest Pacific there appears 
to bo little change of finding suitable oljectivos 
for tho employment of tholr power. 378 
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(2) In the Southwest Pacific there are no suitable 
bases yot ready for battleships, and fleet logistic 
facilities are insufficient to support them and addi¬ 
tional largo forces in that area. 

(3) To furnish suitable air and surface screening 
to the battleships would take forces which can be util¬ 
ized as carrier striking groups for which thcro are 
cortain to be suitable objectives. 

(4) Operating carrlor groups and battleships in 
coordination reduces the freedom of action of the formor. 

(0) The only suitable buse, PlARL HARBOR, is unduly 
congested and susceptible to air attack, particularly 
when reprisals for the TOKYO attack may be expeoted. 

(6) The fuel supply is only now beginning to be held 
levol without any drain by the bactloships. 

Task Force One containing the buttlesliips will be in 
the area to eastward of CHRISTMAS about 23 April. The screen 
for the battleships is composed of only 5 destroyers. If the 
recomuonded decision is made this force will return to San 
Francisco. 


(b) Carrlor Task Forces . 

(1) Task Porco Seventeen at BLEACHER until 26th, 
our date. Can bo at rendezvous northwest of NOUMEA 

1 Hay our date. This force left PEARL 16 February and 
should not remain active much longer without a refit 
hero. 

(2) Task Force Eleven now an route to CORAL SEA 
should roach rendezvous on 30 April. 

(3) Task Forco Sixteen (2 CV) should arrive PEARL 
about 26th. Should be able to leave on 30th, reaching 
sane rendezvous 13-15 May our date. The mattor of the 
HORNET’S planes i3 uncertain. 

(c) Escorts . 

' All of the remaining surface forces are assigned to 

escort duty and are considered to be the minimum tliat antici¬ 
pated conditions require, even with the cover which will be 
affonfed by forces operating In the Southwest. 


< 
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(1) HONOLULU will be at SAMOA with convoy beginning 
20 April. 

(2) INDIANAPOLIS arrives SYDNEY with convoy about 
8 May. 

(3) ACHILLES and LKANDKR and 3 destroyers will be with 
R08B5 convoy arriving there about 3 May. 

(4) RICHMOND and DL will bo with BLliACHER convoy 
arriving about 8 May. 

Most of the destroyers involved In those escorts will 
be in the process of being turned over to the Southwost Pacific 
Force. 


The BOI3E will be at MELBOURNE on 23 April. Her con¬ 
dition Is somewhat doubtful and she has little close-in AA 
defense and she has been ordorod to MARE ISLAND but Is available 
for an eastbound convoy. 

(d) oilers. 


There will bo seven fleet oilers available. In a 
separate study. Annex tt C , ‘, it 1ms been determined that the 
maximum force which these can koep fueled in the CORAL SEA 
until about June lot is the equivalent of about four carrier 
groups. Tills could bo further extondcd by the use of chartered 
tanker3 provided there is no trouble with their crews. The 
oilers available are r 

NEOSHO, KASKASKIA, PLATTE, GUYANA and TIPPECANOE 
at present. CIMARRON, SABINE return with Vice Admiral Halsey. 
KANAWHA available 2-3 May. 

The SAEENE la slated for overhaul beginning 15 May. 
The 0UADKL0PE will conpleto overhaul on 13 May. SEP'JIQA and 
RAMAPO are servicing at BOKaBORA. 

(e) Submarines. 


Most of our submarines are elthor on patrol off the 
Japano3o homeland or aro on route going or returning. The 
remaining units are scheduled to move to southwost AUSTRALIA 
via variou3 patrols. Including one on the TRUK-RABAUL line. 
The arrival at that lino can be expedited by cancelling or 
cutting short the patrols in the MARSHALLS* The submurines 
which might be thus available are; 


II - 7 


380 




Name 

Depart P ARL 

.vrrive south 
of TRUK 

GAR 

20 April 

15 May 

TAUTOG 

24 April 

19 May 

GRAMPUS 

20 April 

23 May 


(Can be expedited by about 0 days). 


The ORESHLING left for a patrol at TRUK on 20 April, 
the POLLACK and SILVHRSIDES will be available on 30 April; the 
NAUTILUS on 15 May. 

It would probably not bo desireble to place patrols 
south of RA5AUL because of interference with the submarines of 
the Southwest Pacific ?orce whioh will bo ready to take over 
this area on 1 Kay. 

(f) Aircraft 


Only those ulrcraft which can fly to the area need 
be considered in this problem. They are: 

(1) 90 VPB, Hawaiian Area (including 50 with 
Amphibian gear). 6 VPB at NOUMEA. 

(2) 29 B-17's at OAHU - certainly not enough to 
provide a reasonably strong striking force In defense 
of the Hawaiian Area. 

(g) Bases. 

(1) Pearl Harbor is the only main base developed 
and available. 

(2) Auckland Is oamarkod ao a main base but has 
rocoivod littledevelopment yot. 

(3) Sydney has many of the attributes of a main 
base with its ’harbor and dock facilities. It also ha 3 
under construction the only drydock in the area which 
will take a capital ship (expoctod to bo completed very 
shortly). It, however, has little In the way of defenses. 

(4) Tongatabu . Designated as Internodiato operating 
base by the Commander-In-Chief, U.S. I^oet. Pair anchor¬ 
age; negligible defenses as yet. U.S. garrison arrives 
about 0 May, but provision of fighting aircraft is In¬ 
definite. 
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(5) FIJI . Nandi being developed as a spacious 
anchorage; good natural protection against submarines; 

U.3. fighter aircraft. Hew Zealand defenses mediocre. 

Suva anchorage small for carrier. 

(6) Noumea . Fair, naturally protected anchorage. 

Rather advanced toward the enemy. U.S. defonses being 
installed. Large airfield; U.S. fighters. 

(7) Tutu11a . Gmail naval station; very United 
harbor; fair defenses. 

(0) Borabora . Fueling base, too far ronovod from 
active theatre' 'for consideration in this estimate. 

(9) Canton. Chriotmaa. Palmyra available as staging 
points for aircraft. 

(10) Efato . An outpost for Houmoa but little ad¬ 
vanced toVa'rii eneny. 

(11) Tulagl very advanced seaplane base. Auotraliane 
aro still using it in spite of an occasional bombing. 

(12) Moresby . The probable enemy objective is a 
fairly developed base. Southwest Pacific aircraft are 
still basing there and are the ones carrying out almost 
daily reconnaissance and bombing against the enemy. 

This place of course receives frequent bombings. 

(IS) Townsville, Norn Island . Necoasary air bases 
for the operation of B-i7’s and' the staging of B-2G ? s 
to Moresby. 

(h) Expeditionary Troops . 

(1) Second Raider Battalion will be ready to move 
to P ARL for final six weeks training on 1 May. 

(2) First Raider Battalion will arrive SAMOA at 
end of April. State of training unknown. 

(3) Anpliibious Corps training will not be completed 
until cummer, but five battalions have completed train¬ 
ing with transports. 

(i) Transports and Expeditionary AKa . 

(1) Kight APs in various dogroea of readiness are 
assigned. Two aKs will be assigned. 
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(2) 3 APD are assigned. They are being fitted 
with sound gear during the month of May but are avail¬ 
able on 12 hours notice. They are sufficient to 
carry only three companies out of four in one raider 
battalion. 


5. Logistics . 

The enemy is apparently able to furnish logistic 
support for his advance. How far he can still go in "this 
respect cannot be determined, but, with the shipping losses 
he has suffered, the limit may well be near. 

Studies of our own fuel situation for proposed 
operation will be appended to this Estimate. 











! l' W » 


6• Summary of Strength and "eakneas Factors . 

Strength 


1. Fairly accurate knowledge 1. 
of direction of enemy 
advance. 

2. Present probability of 2. 

being able to detect 

change in enemy deploy¬ 
ment* 

3. Enemy advance base, RABAUL, 3. 
is within range of our 
shore-based aircx*aft. 

4. Bases supporting our naval 4* 
forces in the South Pacific 
are potentially stronger 

than enemy bases within 
range of the disputed area, 

5* Strength of MORESBY, though 5. 
uncertain, includes shoro- 
based aircraft. 

6, Larger and probably mere 6. 
efficient carrier air 

groups. 

7. Wore efficient submarine 7. 
personnel. 

0 . 

0. More resourceful and 

skillful personnel. 9. 

9. In general more conplete 10. 
and effective material. 


11 


12 


11 - 11 . 


I nexny 

Superior CV and possibly BB 
strength. 


Probably stronger shore baaed 
airforce in the disputed area. 


Sufficient and seasoned amphib¬ 
ious troops and transports. 


Training and experience in 
amphibious warfare. 


Air bases though partially 
developed are in easy range 

of M0RE3BY. 

Better air-craft roxxte from 
home bases. 


Larger range carrier aircraft. 

Efficient aerial torpedoes. 

Active RDF systems. 

Initiative due to superior 
strength, particularly in aircraft 
and amphibio* s forces. 

Rearer to main base, particularly 
if TRUK is so considered. Thus 
easier logistic and other 
problems. 

Forces and bases flank our line 
of communication to PE^RL 
HARBOR and '"est Coast. 
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y/eaknesa 


Own 

1, Present weakness of South 
Pacific bases. 

2. Long lines of communication 
distantly flanked by enemy 
positions, thus need for 
escorts. 


Pneny 

t 

1. Generally extended state 
of forces and newly 
conquered territory. 

2. Difficulty of replacing 
ships and other steel 
products. 







3. Difficulties of inaugurating 
new command sot-up. 

4. Tenuous logistic situation 
and usual necessity for 
fueling at sea. 

5. Untrained army pilots and 
general weakness of forces 
in AUSTRALIA. 


3. Disadvantages of attempting 
to establish new bases in 
range of enemy land based 
air. 

4. Difficult and undeveloped 
terrain of eastern Iir.?.’ 

GUINEA. 

5. Unfavorable cloud and weather 
conditions. 


6. Probable necessity for 
proceeding r undabout the 

PAPUAN peninsula; . 

7. Inherent weakness of 
amphibious expeditions. 


V 
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in - enemy courtjES or action 

\ 


1. It Is difficult to visualize Just wJiat grandiose 
ideas of conquest the enemy nay have, but, in spito of our 
recognition of the problem posed by his Indicated concentra¬ 
tion in the NEW HITAIN Area, wo should consider some of the 
other demands which he or circumstances may place upon his 
forces. 




O 

'}f 


2. To ensure holding what he has against our increasing 
strength, or perhaps simply to increase his holdings, he may:" 

(a) Continue attack on INDIA. 

(b) Attempt to conquer all of AUSTRALIA. 

(c) Try both (a) and (b) at once. 

(d) Capture only enough of both to facilitate his 
hold on the N.S.I. and MALAYA. 

(o) Drive only along the island position to the 

southeastward of HAHAUL, Including NOUMEA, SWA, 
etc. Or conbino this with an attack on AUSTNA- 


luAaiia. -M&uxuc ~ 

(f) Attempt to capture HAWAII. . 






3. The expectod attack on MOHE3I3Y night bo a part of 
any of the above except 2 (a) and (f). Unless ho lias decided 
on 2 (a) or (b) the only demands which would provent him from 
placing noarly all of his forces In the RAI2AUL area would be 
for: 

(a) A possible simultaneous drivo against the 
Darwin Area. 

(b) Escorts against our submarines and other raiders. 

(c) Protective x’orcos believed necessary against 
our raid 3 . 

(d) Striking forces against our Mid-Pacific positions 
(particularly as revenge 13 an incentive). Th fs includes 

a H 

(e) Submarines and other raidors against our lines 
of connunications. 


4 


(f) Logistic and base difficulties. 
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4. All indications point to & cessation or the BAY 
of BENGAL offensive and a concentration at TRUK and south¬ 
ward theroof. Nothing appears to be making up toward HAWAII 
yet* Other demands do not appear to be very strong, so we 
may find a force in the Southwest ovon larger than that 
listed in Seotlon II. Hie situation must continue to bp +- 
watched and studied very closely. A move to tho Southwest 
Is indicated. Will It be only for WORKSHY, or MORESBY and 
the SOLOMONS at this time or will a direct advance to NOUMEA 
or SUVA be attempted? Past performance indicates that the 
enemy much prefers to make his moves under protection of 
land-based aircraft, - with fighters if practicable. There¬ 
fore, though the other possibilities cannot be discarded, it 
is believed the recognition of our immediate problem as 
being an attack for the capture of MORESBY is correct. 
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IV - OWi: COURSES OF ACTION 


o 



1. Though the enemy still has the initiative, vre can 
hope to detect changes in this deployment and may be able to 
act in time, We now have the fact of the approaching concen¬ 
tration in NEW BRITAIN, A moat evident course ia: 

(a) To oppose the enemy advance in the NET! BRITAIN 
area with full strength of the Pacific Fleet, 

2. What prevents ua from doing this? 

(a) Our task to protect territory and communications, 
particularly the HAWAII - WKST COAST combination. 

(b) The possibility of diverting some of the concen¬ 
tration by offensive operations against enemy 
communications and territory, 

(c) Logistic difficulties. 

(d) Dlffictilty In screening and supporting battle¬ 
ships in that area. 

3. w© have already made an early decision to try to 
return the battleships to the West Coast for the reasons 
previously given. 

4. Danger from submarine and other raiders, particularly 

to troop and evacuation ships, places definite demands on cruisers 
and destroyers. Tuae are already assigned for the month of May 
and are considered to be reduced to a minimum. 

5. HAWAII is by no means considered impregnable, particular¬ 
ly with only 29 Amy heavy bombers available. As this weakness 
can be compensated for to aonr extent by an efficient search, the 
VPBs are also necessary. However, it is considered that the number 
at NOUMEA can be raised to twelve. 

C, Shall we keep for the HAWAIIAN defense either or both 
of the two carrier groups which are not now committed to the South¬ 
west? Certainly not for passive defense. A raid to the westward, 
however, would help with the defense and continue the containing 
effect of our previous raids, Howevor, with known increased air 
strength In enemy outlyin^ bases it would be taking too large 
a chance to employ only one carrier in this way. Present 
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Indications of the Southwest concentration make it appear that 
we must support the forces down there with at le;±st one carrier, 
particularly as Task Poroe 17 should he brought back 3 oon. 

Detailed studies attached in Annex ''C M , show that we can keep 
either two or four carrier groups in the Southwest dixrlng May. 
Therefore, decision is made to prepare Task Force 1C with its 
two carriers to leave for the Southwest as soon as it can be 
Sot ready. A report lias Just been received that it will enter 
PEARL on 25 April. If it is sent down, we will find it expedient 
to employ two two-carrier Task Forces as reliefs but we must 
avoid rigidity in our dispositions. 

7, All submarines sho\:ld be continued to be used offensively 
on the most lucrative patrol stations, but, among these the 
RABAUL area should be well patrolled. As Comsouwespacfor intends 
to send his submarines into that Immediate area, we will keep 
one or two on the area boundary north of KAEAUL. This can be 
done by employing the submarines now in the process of trans¬ 
ferring to Southwest AUSTRALIA. 

0. CRUISI-K RAID!US . The enemy lines of communication are 
too well patrolled for us to risk & cruiser to raid them, but 
the fishing grounds east of KAMCHATKA offer good hunting. The 
project of sending a cruiser up there about 1 May is retained. 

She could also create radio deception on the way. 

9. SOUTIFT-'ST PACIFIC FORCE . As strong a detachment of 
this force as possible should be assigned to operate under 
our Fleet Task Foroe Commander, and maximum assistance should 
be rendered by the shore-based aircraft. 
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PART V - R'CAPITUL TTOK 


1. Eecau3e the enemy’s most probable course la an early 
attack on MORESBY, a do tailed study of It haa been made and is 
attached a3 Annex "D”. It will be seen that after the enemy 
move 3 transports south of the Island barrier off the PAPUAN* 

PUNINSULA the best opportunity will exist for our task forces 
to inflict aeriou3 damage on him. However, great skill must 

be displayed in coordinating the operations of our task forces, 
and affording mutual protection among the carriers. Informa¬ 
tion from air scouting by shore-based plane 3 must be made 
available at the earliest possible moment. 

2. Prior to or in conjunction with the attack on fJOKLGBY 
the following must be guarded against: 

(a) Capture of TULAOI, QIZO and other base sites in the 
SOLOMONS. 

(b) Carrier raids on T05NSVILLE, HORN ISLAND, NOUKEA 
and SUVA. 

(c) Interference with landing our reenforcements at 

EPA7E, TOMOATADU and SAMOA. 

(d) Attacks on our task forces by: 

(1) Shore-based aircraft. 

(2) Carrier-based aircraft. 

(3) Submarines, 

3. Recapitulation of our decisions: 

(a) Hold Task forces 17 and 11 in the Southwest during 
the first part of Hay. 

(b) Prepare Task Iorce 1C to proceed promptly to that 
area, overlap with and probably relieve those forces. 

(c) Increase VPB at N0UM1-.A from C to 12 about 1 Hay. 

(d) Obtain maximum assistance from Southwest Pacific 

Force. 

(e) Continue escorting es now planned for liay. 

(f) Plan to send cruiser to raid BERING SEA fishing 
grounds to depart about 1 May. 
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( 2 ) Continue offensive sui marine patrols and increase 
length of those on TRUK-RAEAUL line. 

(h) Return Task Force One to arrive SAN FRANCISCO about 

2 hay. 



O 
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ANNEX "B" TO CINCPAG OPERATION ORDER NUMBER 


SUMMARY OF ACTIVITIES OF UNITS CONCERNED WITH 

IMPENDING OFFT'NSIVr EASED ON NE'V BRITAIN 


CARDIV FIVE 

ZtriKAEU 

SIIOKAKU 


CARDIV TWO 

3 OR YU 


HIRYU 


CARDIV THREE 

RYU JO 


RYUKAKU 


* r 


Schedule - 


11 April 
15 April 
13 April 
20 April 
23 April 


9 April 
22 April 


9 April 
15 April 
22 April 


3 April - 


3 April - 

6 April - 
15 April - 
(20 April - 
(26 April - 
10 April - 




20 April 
26-28 April 


Bay of Bengal Area. 

Departs Singapore. 

Arrives Pako. 

Enroute Truk for duty with 4th fleet, 
(about) Leave Truk for New Britain 
Area* 


(until) believed to have been oper¬ 
ating in BAY of BENGAL. 

Scheduled to arrive in EMPIRE. 

(will send shore-base equipment via 
DD to SHORE (AIR) BASE and after its 
arrival, fly planes there)( Navy Yard 
availability-?) 

Location unknown - suspected to be 
near home waters. 


BAY of BENOAL, 

Departs SINGAPORE enroute KURE. 
Scheduled arrive KURF. 

(has outstanding work to bo done - 
may receive NYD availability). 

On later late to carry 20 type 0 VF 
for use of CHIT05E Air and 1st Air 
Corps - (hence to MARSHALLS?) 

In TRUK area probably in company with 
KAMIGAWA MRU. 

Enroute IMP IRE. 

In Y0K03UKA. 

RYUKAKU scheduled to leave EMPIRE 
Scheduled to TRUK. 

Left YOKOSUKA and apparently assigned 
offensive task in search. 

Enroute TRUK. 

Depart TRUK for*Marshall Area » 

(New Britain Area (?) 


CARDIV ONE 

AKAGI 

KAGA 


21 April - Inroute EMPIRE from BAY of BENGAL (?) 

in dock 3ASEB0 - Indicated included in 
PORT MORESBY offensive. 
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ANNEX " B" TOC I li C PAC OPERATION ORDER NUMBER 


.Cont'd, 


CARDIV I UR 

rJstlGA 9 April 

13 April 
20 April 

23 April 


FUJIKAWA MARU 

20 April 

DATDIV THREE 

3 Ships 9 April 

HIYEI KIRISIIIMA16 April 
KONGO 24 April 

RITU 2 (Probably BB) 

21 April 


CRUDIV FIVK ( L ess MACHI) 

10 April 
15 Anril 
21 April 
25 April 

DF3DIV 34 (of DESROH FIVE ) 

15 April 

21 April 


RABAUL - SAIPAN ARFA. 

Inroute EMPIRE via TF.UK and SAIPAN 
Scheduled arrive YOKOSUKA (for stores, 
planes, etc.,{?)). 

Scheduled depart YOKOSUKA (apparently 
had no part in search for BLUE on 10th 
and 19th) Probably on mission to TRUK 
and RABAUL? 

Enroute RABAUL from PALAO. 

At RABAUL, 


BAY of BENGAL AREA, 

Enroute EMPIRE, 

Scheduled to arrive SASEBO, 


Indicated enroute MANDATES and then 
to NEW BRITAIN area (could this be 
HARUNA?) 


Departed SASEBO, 
In YOKOSUKA area, 
Enroute TRUK, 
Arrive TRUK, 


At TINIAN - connection with COMBINED 
AIR FORCE CORIANDER. 

Enroute home Navy Yard later to 

MANDATES FORCE, 


CUUDIV C and 18 Q April - In NEW BRITAIN area. 

CRUDIV FOUR. 17 April - ATAGO at YOKOSUKA with 2 DESDIVS. 

19 April - CinC SECOND in TAKAO active In soarch 
operations for BLUE - YOKOSUKA area, 

SUBRON EIGHT 1 April - Indications of movement from S, of 

KYUSHU area. 

15 April - COKSUBFOR enroute MANDATES (JALUIT? 

T UK?) 

21 April- Tender believed in SUBRON EIGHT with 

SUDS In company indicated as near TRUK. 
21 April - RDF Indicates arrival COKSUBFOR at 
TRUK about 23 April. 
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O^nOTA^AIR^CO^AND 

lat B0MB1R GROUP (Commander TAINAN AIR) 

45 Long range planes (VB) 

Base RZM (LAE) and RRE (VUHAKANAU) 

2nd BOMBER OR CUP (Commander FOURTH AIR CORPS) 

36 - Type 97 VB (Land) 

Base RZM (LAE) and RRE (VUNAKANAU) 

3rd BOMBER CROUP (Commander YOKOHAMA AIR) 

12-4 (Typa 97) Patrol Planes. 

9-3 (Type 0 Diesel - 

Base RR (RABAUL) 

TENDERS KATA MARU 

KATA MARU 

on ;Zkllkin enroute RABAUL 
Commander NET BRITAIN AIR asks for probably part of 4th AIR 

Observation Planes.......13 of_Type CORPS? or Reinforcements. 

13 of_Type 


TJARSHALL3 AIR COMMAND 

l 3 t BOMBER GROUP (Commander CHITOSE AIR) Bases at ROI & TAKE 

Type 0 Diesel land planes (VF) 27-9 (has sent 10 type 97 VB 
Type 1 Diesel patrol planes 27-9 7 type 0 VF 

_ type 1 VB 

or VP 

to TAKE) 

2nd BOMBER OROUP (Commander 1ST AIR CORPS) Base at TAROA. 

TTpe VB (land) 27-9 

Type 0 VF (Land) 27-9 

3rd BOMBER OROUP (Commander 14th AIR OROUP) Eases at EVIDJ & 

12-4 Tyne 97 Patrol Planes MAKIN 

? (9-3 ? Type 0 ?_?) ? 


TEUDT RS 

903ITU MARU 
KAKOI 

MARU 
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"C" TO CIRCPAC QP1RATION ORDER NU.I5EK 

PART I 


FUEL SITUATION 

TASK FORCE 17 AND 11 IN SOUTHWEST PACIFIC 


1, (a) Task Force 11 Left PEARL 15 April, ’'ill arrive 

rendezvous latitude 11-45 South, Longitude 
178-37 West on 25th. 


(b) Task Force 17 will arrive BLEACHER 19-20 April, 
having completed fueling to capacity from PLATTE 
on 14 April. 


2 . 


3. 


4. 


(c) KASKASKIA will fuel Task Force 17 BLFACHFR prior 
to departure for rendezvous with Task Force 11 on 
25 April. 

(d) NEOSHO can arrive BLEACHER on 27 April. 

(e) TIPPECANOE is at NOUMEA. 

(f) Loading of tankers as follows* 


KASKASKIA 
NE< 3110 


TIPPECANOE 


112,000 Fuel, 300,000 Av Oas. 
102,000 Fuel, 2,000 Diesel, , 
150,000 Av Oas. 

65,000 Fuel. 


(g) Task Force 17, patrol steaming (around 15 kts) uses 
about 5,500 bbls/day. 

(h) Task Force 11, patrol steaming, uses about 5,900 a 
day. 


On arrival BLEACHER, Task Force 17 will require about 
30,000 barrels, which it will take from KASKASKIA. I 
estimate KASKASKIA will have previously fueled BRIGHT 
and TUCKER to amount of about 7,000 barrels, leaving 
75,000 barrels in KA3KA3KIA when she departs BLEACHER. 


On 25 April, at rendezvous. Task Force 11 will have 
used about 59,000 barrels. On completion fueling, this 
will leave around 16,000 barrels in KASKASKIA. 


Neglecting, this remnant in KASKASKIA, there will be 
available in the area, in NEOSHO (with 17), 102,000 
barrels, and in TIPPECANOE, (at NOUMEA) 65,000 bbls, 
a total of 167,000 barrels. The combined necd3 of the 
two task forces are around 11,400 per day. Thu3 allow¬ 
ing for the two days previous steaming by Task Force 
11 (25th to 27th), there will be fuel for about 13 day 
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from 27 April, or until 10 May. On this date, both 
Task Forces should be full and both tankers enpty. 

However, we have to have 10,000 barrels at ROHES 
between 3 and 10 Hay, which TIPPECANOE or NEOSHO 
will have to furnish, making this date around 9.May. 

5. If an attac takes place before 9 F-ay and the usual 
high speed Is used, an additional 33,000 barrels will 
have to bo used, thus moving the date of both forces 
being full and tankers empty to 6 May. 

6. Both Task Forces will want additional fuel by about 
13 May if an attack is made or by 16 May if not. 

r 

7. PLATTE will arrive PEARL around 27 April. 

CUYAMA will arrive PEARL around 27 April. 

KASKA3XIA will arrive PEARL around 4-5 May. 

KANA’VKA will arrivo PFARL around 4-5 May. 

0. PLATTF. can arrive fueling area, northwest of NOUMFA, 
about 13 Hay, leaving here on 30th of April. CUYAMA 
can arrive fueling area around 16 May, leaving here same 
tine. They can go in company however if we accept the 
reduction in speed for PLATTE and have both of them arrive 
on 16th. These two tankers will carry both Task Forces 
until 23 "ay, when both Task Forces will be full and 
both tankers empty. Task Forces then will want additional 
fuel around the 30th. 

9. ?4eanwhile, TIPPECANOE and NEOSHO will be returning 
PEARL, liaving left area around 7 or 10 Hay, depending 
on whether or not attack was made. TIPPECANOE stopping 
by ROSES to fuel convoy there. It would be advantageous 
to empty TIPPECANOE first and start her to ?rARL early, 
as she makes only 10 knots, but this advantage is prob¬ 
ably outweighed by advantages of more expeditious fuel¬ 
ing with two tankers and freedom of action to keep the 
two forces separated. Assuming the tankers leave 10 May, 
NEOSHO will arrive PEARL 23 May, TIPPECANOE 29 Hay. 

Neither of them can return by 30 May, hence KASKA5KIA 
and KANA7HA will have to be used. 

10. A tentative plan, subject to change as Information on 
actual operations and consumption of fuel comes in, is 
as follows: 
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(a) NEOSHO and TIPPECANOE at disposal of Com- 
taskfor 17 to noet needs both forces as 
directed by him, except inform Comtaskfor 
17 that 10,000 barrels fuel Ml will have 
to be reserved in TIPPECANOE or NEOSHO for 
delivery to convoy at R03KS arrival 10 J^ay. 

’=e have to ask ROSES about when they need 

or can take this oil, as first ship*unloaded 
may be the one that needs oil to get home. 
These two vessels will take care of needs 
until C or 9 'ay, depending on whether an 
attack has taken place or not. 

(b) Have PLATTE and CTJYAMA depart PEARL around 
1 May to arrive area around 16 or 17 Nay. 

If an attack lias taken place, PLATTE can 
be sent on alone and get there around 13th. 
These two vessels will take care of needs 
until approximately 23 May, when these two 
tank'rs will be empty, with both Task Forces 
full. Task Forces will want to refuel around 
30 Nay, 

(c) KA3KASKIA and KANAWHA will be ready to sail 
from PFARL around the 10th and can reach 
area by 26th. They can stand-by there until 
needed. They will take care of needs until 
around 7 June, tankers being empty and Task 
Forces full on that date, More fuel will have 
to arrive by 14-15 June. 

(d) NEOSHO alone can arrive by about lo June, 
but TIPPECANOE cannot. A B TIPPECANOE will 

have been away since 1 March , it would be best 
to send fuel to SUVA by chartered oiler 
and keep KANAWHA in area, filling from SUVA 
tanks or commercial tankers at that plaoe. 

We might keep CUYAMA there doing the same 
thing. This can be worked out bettor as 
more information on May Convoys come in. 

12. A supplementary report will be submitted on possib¬ 
ilities for supporting Task Force 16 in addition in 

area. 
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annex "c" to cixcpac operation queer yr?,?g er 

PART II 


FUEL SITUATION 


tas;: forces 16. 17. io. n in equt m -nt pacific 

1. ASSUMPTIONS: 

(a) Task Force Sixteen will leave around 1 Fay and 

arrive in area around 15 May. Thia is based on 
122 knots advance, which will require about 
15 knots steaming, allowing for flight operations. 

(b) SABINE AND CIMARRON will accompany force. 

(o) Force will require about 7,600 bbls/day. 

(d) SABINE and CIMARRON can carry 105,000 bbls each. 

2. If Task Force 16 leaves here 1 May, by 15 May, it 
will need approximately 114,000 barrels of oil. Part 
of this may have been taken out enroutc, but net 
result will be the same. This will leave 96,000 barrels 
in two tankers, which will be exhausted by about 2GMay. 

On that date. Force rill be full and tankers empty. They 
can stay in area about 4 days more when they will have to 
return, arriving PEARL with 20 % of fuel remaining 

about 15-16 Juno. 

3. If it is necessary to keep those Task Poroes in the 
area longer than this period, it will be necessary 
to divert commercial tankers from the "^t Coast 

to SUVA. The combined needs of the four Task Forces 
amount to 570,000 barrels a month, if they steam all 
30 days. The 8 tankers (5 NEOSHO, 2 CUYAMA and 1 
TIPPECANOE) working from PEARL, can complete a round 
trip to area, fuel and return, each 45 days, carrying 
a total of 670,000 barrels, or about 450,000 barrels 
a month. This leaves 120,000 barrels a month to be 
supplied from commercial tankers, which is 2 tankers 
a month. But, since these tankers can not fuel at sea, 
they can only act as feeders, necessitating retaining 
one large and one small tanker in area at all times, 
thus reducing the total that can be carried by our own 
tankers to 350,000 per month and requiring an additional 
100,000 barrels to be diverted to SUVA in chartered 
tankers, giving a total of 220,000 barrels to be 
supplied by them. 
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PART II 


The effect of diversion of chartered tankers to SUVA 
will, of course, slow down the rate of supply to 
PEARL by the increased distance and lay-over tine 
awaiting discharge to the Fleet tankers directly 
serving the Task Forces. This will have the effect of 
losing one trip per month for 3& tankers, or reducing the 
rate of supply to PEARL by some 210,000 barrels, tfith 
the present tankers assigned and the present 30 day 
turn around I believe our supply to PEARL can stand 
this reduction and still keep abreast of expenditures. 

Helping this situation is faot that there is no 
possibility of forces steaming 30 days a month 
continuously. 

~e have enough provision ships to keep forces supplied 
with food. con uso AHTARE3 to supply general stores 
and special equipment may be sent on tankers. 

The above docs not allow for sinkings. 

If the BBs operate from PEARL, PFARL supply can’t 
stand it. 
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AWiraC "D” TO CINCPnC OPERATION ORDER HUMBER 


detailed study o? probable operations in Moresby attack 


1. Thoa tre . 

(a) This area la little known to us and accurate in- 
formation cannot *e obtained for thia estimate. The south¬ 
eastern '©ninaula of NSW GUINEA las a range of high mountains 
running through its long axis. Highost elevation is 13,255 
but the elevation and exact location of the lower saddlos and 
passes can not be determined. It is certain tliat there are 
no good roads except in the noar vicinity of larger towns. 

The Japs have proved, however, that no terrain so far has boon 
able to 8top their advance. It appears warranted, however, to 
conclude that any overland advance against Moresby can bo made 
only by troops without heavy macerial, such as artillery, 
tanks and trucks. 


(b) The approach to MORESBY by wator from RABAUL is 
almost 1,000 miles unless a passage is made close to tho 
eastorn tip of NEW GUINEA. This course would reduce the dis¬ 
tance lo about 700 miles but would be most dangerous, if not 
impracticable, for a large force of transports. 

(c) In addition to landing strips at LAE and SALAMOA, 
there aro about 14 landing 'rounds, probably uaablo in good 
weathor and onorrency only, on the north 3ide of tho mountain 
range within short distance of tho north coast. 


2. Weather has been treated soparacely and has no great 
bearing on this estimate except for possible inland advance 
by water courses. The Japs wore flooded out of tho MARKHAM 
RIV ;R valley and the 3arac can liappen in othor valleys. Clouds 
over the mountains will lmpode air opfirationa over then. 


3. (a) Tho soa distance from RABAUL to MORESBY lias been 

mentioned. Critical air distances from M0Rl£3By, Ignoring 
detours required by mountains, are: 


MORESBY to: 


SALAMOA 

140 

miles 

LAS 

1G3 

n 

0ASMATA 

2G5 

n 

RABAUL 

430 

n 

3HMARAI 

222 

w 

DARKIN 

078 

ti 

0H00T HYLAND? 

<24 

ft 

HORN ISLAND 

300 

ti 

TOWNSVILLE 

COO 

IV 
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ANNEX "D" (Cont *ti) 


(b) Enemy air strength on shore in the HABAUL area 
(including OASMATA, LaK, anti SALAMOA) has already been estim¬ 
ated as about 250 pianos. The exact number of ahoro-baged 
pianos will depend upon how many JAPAN can make available from 
other commitments anti the losses inflicted by us prior to the 
beginning of the campaign. There is indication that the Japs 
are decreasing squadron strength and spares but she can easily 
make 250 pianos available for a move against MORESBY. She lias 
so far not begun with insufficient force and wo can not afford 
to underestimate her now. 

(c) Cardiv 5 and RYIJKAKU will increase air strength 
by about 150 planes. Cardiv Two is also mentioned in connection 
with the present concentration but it is unlikely that all 5 
carriers involved would be used in the main thrust unless it 
were stalled. Those CV may be hold to provide speedy roen- 
forcemont if needed. 

(d) Japanese surface forces to be expoctod luivo been 
covered in the main estimate. 

4. Own Chore Ttafenaeg. 


The exact strength at MORESBY is not known but, on 
March 10, 1942, there wore 7,000 ground troops and about 1,200 
RAAP personnel. It is Indicated tliat this will be or has boon. 
Increased to one division of American troops. Planes actually 
present are not known but most recent information, prior to 
March 30th, placed the following U.5. aircraft in AUSTRALIA. 



In Commission 

Repair and Eroction 

Pursuit 

172 

105 • 

VB (houvy) 

14 

18 

VB (medium) 

3 


VI3 (light) 

35 

12 


In addition 75 P-40 have been delivered to AUSTRALIA. Although 
the majority of this air strength can bo concentrated in North¬ 
ern AUSTRALIA, pursuit for the close defense of MORESBY must 
base or refuel there. 

5. Enemy Land Forces. 

-- -available 

Enemy ground forcos/lor the attack aro not known, 
but from past experience we must assume tliut initially they 
will be sufficient to accomplish the mission, if no inter¬ 
ference Intervenes. If the American division has not yet 
arrived as MORESBY, It Is estimated the ground forcou required 
would be about 20,000 and will require about 20 medium trans¬ 
ports to move then. 

401 
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6. Logistics . 

This will bo noro simple for Japan as to air and 
surface forces because of nearness of established bases. As 
to ground troops, if an ovorland novoiaont la attempted, supply 
will be difficult, although Japanese are adept at living off 
the land and on rations of little bulk. The defenders of 
M0HE3BY must be considered self-contained for bulk supplies 
during the operation, oxcopt that some items may be flown in. 

7. Summary of Strength . 

Associated Jaoan 


Protection by terrain and long 
distance required by sea. Vulner¬ 
ability of carriers if Japan U3es 
then to support attack. Vulner¬ 
ability of Japs embarked troops. 

0* Enemy coursos of Action . 

(a) The Japanese have consistently followed a set 
procedure for attack of enemy held bases. A brief statement 
of this procedure is in order and will show what she will try 
to do at MORESBY. When employing a Joint task force naval, 
air, and land, organization has been on the basis of the size 
of the landing force. For a division of 15,000 men and 1 
battalion of paratroops the following lias beon used: 

Air 


Initiative. Proximity 
of several landing fields 
for shore-bused air. Super¬ 
ior air strength, bong 
range fighters. 


Sliore-based 

VB (hoavy) 

VP 

VP 


Carrior-borne 


3-4 aq;iadrons 
2-3 squadrons 
2 squadrons 

Total 75 - 100 

40 - 00 40 - 00 

Aggregate - ll5 - 100 


Naval Force 


CV 

CA - CL 

3S 

DD 

A? 


2 

6 

2-4 
10 - 14 

12 - 20 


— 3 ' 


Total 32 


46 
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For a brigade of about 5,000 troops the following 
has been used: 


Air 

Shore-based 


VB (heavy) 

VF 

VP 


2-3 squadrons 
1-2 squadrons 
2 squadrons 


Total 45 - 60 


Carrier-borne 


40 _40 

Aggregate - 05-100 


CV 

CA — CL 

ss 

DD 

AP 


Naval Force 

1 

3-4 
1-2 
6-8 
8 -10 


Total 19 - 26 

(Note: Strength of escort has varied with expected requirements). 


(b) The force estimated for MORESBY attack is 20,000 
troops and, although mere arithmetical computation ignores 
varying details of the inn diate operation, it is highly valu¬ 
able as a yardstick. For 20,000 non the following might be 
used: 




Air 


Shore-based 


VB (heavy) 
VP 

VP 

5-7 squadrons 
3-6 squadrons 
4 squadrons 




Total 

120 - 

160 

Carrier-borne 

00 - 120 

00 - 

120 


Aggregate - 
Nuvafr Force 

200 - 

280 

CV 

3 



CA - CL 

7-8 



SS 

3-6 



DD 

12 or more 



AP 

20 - 32 Total vessels 

40 - 
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ANNEX "P" (Cont»d) 

The greatest probability of change in tlie foregoing 
io in the escort vessels but, when wo ronombor that one convoy 
of 45 vousols approached JAVA, the above figures are far from 
fantastic. 


(c) The tactics for landings have been: 

(1) Mutual supporting forces move within 
boundaries 400 milos apart. 

(2) Initial movements are in following order* 

i. Hcconnaissanco by 55. 

ii. Reconnaissance) and United day 
attacks by VP. 

iii. Bombing, sometimes unescorted, by 
T-9G hoavy bombers fron closest 
land bases. 

Damago to runways, destruction of installa¬ 
tions and obtaining meteorological information are 
initial objectives. 

(3) For the destruction of enemy aircraft, a 
heavy air attack supported by land-or carrier-baaed 
VP follows. 

(4) Just prior to the coordinated attack of all 
forces, a final bonbing by 50 to 150 planes is made 
to destroy communications, coastal battoriea, and 
AA weapons. ±he actual landing follows. The total 
sorties prior to a landing la from 150 to 300. 

(5) -ouble protection Is furnished convoys on 
the day prior to attack, namely, direct pro^toction 
by planes from land stations within range and in¬ 
direct promotion by attacks on air bases from which 
enemy planes could operate against the convoy. Shlp- 
basod and shore-based pianos cooperate in this pro¬ 
tection. 

(G) Airplanes, controlled by radio from landing 
units, protect motor landing craft from which troops 
land about dawn. Most of the air force. Is held 
roady to attack enemy bases within rang©. 
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(7) Procedure after tho Initial landing lias 
been quite uniform as follows: 

I. Seaplanes or ship-based planes 
support land forces during the 
first day. Paratroops or others 
capture a field to be used by VP. 

ii. As soon as possible, VP support the 
troops. By the 2nd or 3rd day type 
O-VF do this from a captured field 
or from a CV. 

(0) Within 2 weeks tho Japs have become well 
established and organised for dofonso of or further 
offensive from, the seized base. 

It Is believed that tho foregoing prooodure, with 
variations required by hydrographic and topography, contains 
the broad framework of a Japanoso campaign for tho capture of 
M0HE3EY. Overland advance from BUNA to MORESBY is air distance 
about 90 miles but actual distance over tho ground much greater. 
Penetration for a short distance night be made In small boats 
to spoed the advance but tho whole operation would bo time con¬ 
suming. It would liave tho advantage of not oxpoaing AP 3 and 
surface craft to attack for several days during tho approach to 
the landing. It would have good air cover during the disem¬ 
barkation without unduly oxposing CV. Curing tho alow advance 
across tho peninsula, however, troops would be subject to con¬ 
tinual air straffing. Targets would be small but would have 
only rifles, probably for own protection. If If wore possible 
to advance in strength across the peninsula, this would be the 
most probablo course of action for Japan but topographical In¬ 
formation compels tho rejection of this course. If overland 
movonont Is possible, disembarkation will be done during dark¬ 
ness on the north coast. Stronuous offorts would be made to 
destroy or neutralize the MORESBY airfield, by bonbinr or by 
using paratroops. At the end, howovor, tho Japanese might have 
another BATAAN on her hands with Insufficient immediate 
strength to concludo it successfully. 

(d) The most probublo course of action against 
PORT MORESBY is to make a landing attack on the south coast 
near that place and to proceed overland aga nst it. The 
details of tills course of action might bo as follows: 

(1) Preliminary reconnaissance and bombing, 
which I3 now taking place. In this case VP are 
not necessary because of the proximity of landing 
fields. The front of about 400 miles on which 
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the Japs provide air coverage can be covered by 
air from RAHAUL, OASMATA, and SALAMOA with land- 
plane o and by seaplanes, including aoaplane fighters, 
from KESSA, PAISI, and TULAOI (if last ia captured). 
Carriers fron retired positions can cover holes in 
the air acroen. Until the Japanese dobouoh into 
tlie CORAL 3EA, they can be reached only by long 
range bombers without VP support. At tlio time of 
entering tho CORAL SKA, the Japanese would be 1400 
miles from FIJI, 980 from NOUMEA, about 900 miles 
fron SPATE, about 450 miles from MORESBY, and G60 
miles fron T0WN3VILLE. At this point also they 
would be about 450 miles fron their nearest shore 
based landplane fighters but they would still be 
within 300 nilos of a possible seaplane VP base. 

This would be their most critical point insofar 
as shore-based air support is concerned. Also, at 
this point would be the possibility of proceeding 
against NOUMEA or TOWNSVILLE instead of going to 
MORESBY. If tho oporatlon Is ugalnst MORESBY aa is 
assumed herein, this 'point would be passed during 
darkness. Assuming 15 knots for their convoy this 
point woxild be passed about midnight or 30 hours 
before the landing. With 12 knots speed this point 
would bo reached about darkness in ordor to use two 
dark periods in the most critical p^art of the 
approach and to mako a landing about daylight. 

During the approach on MORESBY, VP from LAE and 
SALAMOA can cover during, daylight and CV aircraft, 
from retired positions can assist In this coverage 
or thoy can attack AUSTRALIAN airfields within 
range. Bombers escorted by VP from LAS and SALAMOA 
can attack the MORESBY field and those in AUSTRALIA 
within range. The movement of this force can be 
covered by lund-busod aircraft according to tho 
usual Jap pattern previously outlined. CVs must be 
exposed to shore-based air but neod not be subjected 
to bombers escorted by fighters unless the Japs 
decide to cone within range. The advance of the 
convoy can be covered by surface vessels and by 
submarines to prevent Interference by our surface 
craft. 

(2) During all tho last two days of tho advance, 
they would try to make the MORESBY airfield unten¬ 
able for our aircraft. The actual landing of troops 
can be covered by both shore and carrier based planes. 
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(e) The conclusion from the foregoing is that the 
attack on MORESBY by approaching by sea fron RABAUL is feas¬ 
ible. It has elenents of risk such as bad weather over the 
REV? CUUII]A moimtaine, subjecting APs to daylight attack by 
shore-based air, surface and subsurface forces; and by expos¬ 
ing CV to shore-based air attack. However, Japanese advances 
have been boldly exocuted in the past and tho foregoing dis¬ 
advantages would not stop then. Only bold and skillful action 
on our part or oxtrenely bad weather would prevent the Japs 
reaching MORESBY with the greater part of their forces. 

(f) If our land strength at MORESBY is as stated 
herein, 20,000 JAPANESE could probably overcono them. It is 
firmly believed, however, that if tho enony starts with only 
20,000 non, aggressive attack can cause such heavy losses in 
APs that the oventual attack will fail. 
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April 21. 

Coninch in hi3 (211649) describes hi3 plan for 
improvenent of 3hore facilities and underwater 
defenses at N0UI.1EA. 

The preparations for the expected Japanese 
offensive in the Southwest Pacific continue. 

In the mean tine minor air activity is some¬ 
what the same pattern as it ha3 been for most of 
this month. 


April 22. 




An estimate v/as prepared concerning the employment 
of the Pacific Fleet to assist in dealing with the expected 
Japanese offensive in the SW Pacific. Intelligence indicates 
that preparations are in full swing. 


Several submarine reports are being received from the 
South Central Pacific Area. While these may be true, they are 
considerably discounted. The Army at Christmas even reported 
Jap airplanes near there (birds?). 

Opnav to Cincpac (222000) says the mining project at 
Suva will be completed Iiay 2d. 


The 2nd Haider Battalion will arrive at Pearl the 
middle of May. We may have a job for them one of these days. 

The NEVADA left for Bremerton. Thus ends local 
salvage oy \ 

B-17's bombed a dock at Habaul. 7 large AP were 

in the harbor. Results of high level bombing are disappoint¬ 
ing . 


Kail to the ^outh Pacific is not very satisfactory. 
Other things not going any too well are torpedo supply and 
the Radar program. 


The SEARAVEN was damaged at sea by a fire on board. 

The BOISE is going to San Francisco for a refit. 

She has been in the far east since the war started. 
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April 23. 


The Commanding General, Hawaiian Department received an 
alert from General Marshall - period 25-30 April, This does not 
agree with our estimate. No air attack on the 14th District, or 
for that matter in the Pacific Ocean Areas, seems indicated this 
month. It would be better for Cincpac to initiate alerts in his 
areas, but at present (until the new command set-up is made 
fully effective) General Emmons probably feels that he must warn 
his people. We are, of course, taking large steps to counter 
Jap moves - especially an alert ordered for the 25th, 

When Admirals King and Nimitz conclude present conversa¬ 
tions it will probably be possible to formulate and pass along 
broad operational directives to the task forces, 

Comanzac (240825) directs that Allied cruisers and 
destroyers be conversant with U.S. Signals and Tactical Instruc¬ 
tions, It Is, of course, necessary that we understand each other. 

Is this another thing to be studied and acted on here? 

The intensive search for BLUE Forces off Japan has 
stopped. Task Force 16 enters Pearl the 25th, 

Minor bombings and reconnaissance of each other's 
positions continue in the S.W. Pacific, No large amphibious 
foirce has been spotted In the Rabaul area yet, 

April 24 . 

There was a possible submarine contact off Pearl entrance. 
While all these Central Pacific sub reports cannot well be true, 
it is very possible that there are enemy submarines in the 
Hawaiian area and to the south of that area. If they are In 
those areas they (1) are for observation only or (2) they are 
not efficient, 

Corainch in his 242025 warned the Pacific armed forces 
to be on watch for Jap offensive, particularly as the emperor's 
birthday Is the 29th. Our estimate of Jap moves still holds - 
probable time. May 3; probable place, S.W, Pacific area. 

An intelligence center will be set up at Auckland. The 
intelligence set up is beginning to get better attention. 

Cincpac 250245 gives plans for mining operations at Roses 
and Bleacher. 

There has been a delay of nine days in the Wallis project 
which may be embarrassing. Ay 

V 
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April 24 (Continued) 

Opnav (221724) is going to ship material such as A/T 
protection, mooring buoys, etc., to Auckland, Suva, Nandi and 
Noumea. The general defense and supply for our advanced bases 
will undoubtedly improve when Admiral Ghormley takes charge. 
Captain Bowman took over at Auckland today. 

Cincpac (250357) makes some of the old Anzac surface 
force and 12 VP available to Task Force 17. 

The general S.W. Pacific situation remains the same. 


April 25 

Task Force 16 (CVs - ENTERPRISE and HORNET) returned 
from their eastern Pacific operation. All went well with the 
job. As noted by our subs, sampans seem to be acting as look¬ 
outs as much as 1000 miles out from the coast. 

Doubtful submarine contacts continue to be reported 
in the Hawaiian Area. 

In his 231900 (and 00600) Cominch gives the AP’s 
for the Pacific Fleet. 

The New Zealand Naval Board has reported that Torabako, 
Nandi is entirely suitable as a fleet anchorage. 

In a letter to Bunav, the Cincpac estimates that his 
staff will have to be somewhat increased but that other staffs 
will probably be reduced as a result of reorganization In the 
Fleet. 


The 4th Defense Battalion at Roses has 14$ down with 
malaria. That is a serious thing just at this time when Army 
reinforcements are coming and when an attack may come within 
a few days. 

General KacArthur has given his directive to counter 
the Jap offensive. (Aidac). 

Cincpac 260325 gives the fuel set-up for Task Forces 

11, 17. 


Darwin received a fairly heavy air attack. Other 
operations in the S.W. Pacific continue to follow the same 
pattern that has been used for the past few weeks. /{/ 

\P 
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22 1724 OPNAV TO CINCPAG 


Projected developement baes Includes shipment following 
Lend Lease Material^. To Auckland,; 10 Mooring buoys 
3 Acoustic sweeping gear, 1 mile A/T net, 5 individual 
ship protection A/T net3. Tank farm 561,000 barrels, 

® picket boats, 1 buoy boat* To SUVA indicator net 900 yds 
A/T net, 700 yards loop, Q sonobuoys, 2 contol units, 

1 Buoyboat. To NANDI loop 2 and three quarters miles, 
indicator net, 10 sonobuoys, 5 individual ship protection 
A/T nets, 6 picket boats, 2 contol huts, tank farm 80,500 
barrels, 1 buoy boat. Signal equipment to NOUMEA 2 loops, 

10 sonobuoys, 2 control hut3, 1600 yards A/T net, 9 picket 
boats, 1 buoyboat. Shipping by partial shipment as 
material becomes available estimated date of completion ^ 
early June. Following personnel for supervision 
installation and initial operations will be sent. To 
AUCKLAND 3 officers 4 men; to SUVA 3 officers 7 men; to 
NANDI 4 officers 18 men; to NOUMEA 3 officers 7 men. Will s 
send four net tenders for assignment Comsoupac. 


24 0825 COMANZAC TO OPNAV 

Allied cruisers and destroyers in Task Force 44 must be 
conversant with U.S. Signal and Tactical Instructions in 
order to operate with Pacific Fleet Task Forces. To thi 3 
end am supplying Australia, Canberra, Hobart with General / 
Signal Book, Tactical Instructions, Fleet Doctrine, Call * 
Books. To communicate efficiently they should also have 
effective contact code, air code, and other crypto channels 
Pacific. Request authority issue Class 4 allowance 
including ECM to above three ships. Sufficient cipher 
machines available ex-S boats. Will furnish liaison off¬ 
icers as required. 

24 2025 COMIHCH TO CINCPAC. COMNOWESSEAFROM t COMNESSEAFROM . 
COMPANSEAFRON. COMSOEASTPACFOR, C0M11 . 

Attention invited to the fact that the birthady of the 
Emperor of Japan is april 29. It nay be that this date or the 
latter part of April might be selected by Japan for 
executing against Allied Forces important Offensive 
measures including coordinated sabotage. Opnav Armv and 
USMC informed. 
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25 0245 CIITCPAC TO OPNAV 

Urdis 222000 Request mine assembly personnel and material 
be assigned CominDiv 2 now at Pantan 2. Will be used by 
CincPac to lay minefields Rose3 and Bleacher and for 
future mining projects. Opnav please pass to NuNav. ^ 


25 0357 CINCPAC TO COMTASKFOR 17 




Following SouWesPacFor Forces available to you. Chicago 
Perkins at Noumea, Ifl.IAS Australia, Hobart and two DD which 
depart Sydney for Noumea soon. Inform ComSouWesPacFor where 
and when they are to report to you and other initial 
instructions. Also your desires as to air cooperation 
and suggestions as to separation of operations your 
forces and tftose of S-Boats about to operate in New Guinea 
Solomons, Bismark area. 

Intend Increase VP with Tangier to twelve about 3 May. This 
tender and plane group hereby placed under your orders to 
assist you in operations Coral Sea. 

At Efate beginning about 3 May will be the Leander, 

Achilles plus 2 0DD3 under Clncpac and the Flusser, Helm and 
Henley under ComSouWesPacFor protecting convoy arriving that 
date. 



w 1 
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COMINCH TO CINCPAC, CINCLANT 

liy 00600 of April lX~ ,r Assignment of Vessels and Aircraft” 
modified as follows: Amphibious Force Paciflfi. TansDiv 
2 Harris, Cresent City, President Adams, James Ohara, 
Alhena, Almaack, Detelgeuse. TransDiv 4 Zeilin, President 
Hayes, President Jackson, Frederick Funston, Procyon, 
Alcyone. TransDiv 6 Henry T.Allen, J. Franklin Bell, 

Arthur Middleton, Algoras, Titania. TransDiv 8 Neville , 
Heywood, George F. Elliot, Fuller, Fomalhaut, Bellatrix. 
TransDiv 10 McCawley, Barnett, Hunter Liggett, American 
Legion, Libra. TransDivl2 Calhoun, Gregory, Little, 

McKean. Amphibious Force Atlantic. TransDiv 1 Thoma3 
Stone, Thomas Jefferson, Harry Lee, Arcturus. TransDiv 3 
William Biddle, Leonard V/ood, Jos T. Dickman, Oberon, 
TransDiv 5 Joseph Hewes, John Penn, Edward Rutledge, 
Electra. TransDiv 7 Samuel Chase, George Clymer, Charles 
Carroll, Alchiba. TransDiv 11 Stringham, Manley. 

Any of about ships now on temporary duty under NTS will 
when released be ordered by Opnav to report for duty 
in accordance with about assignment. 

ComSoEastPacFor and CTF 12 inform ships concerned in their 
respective present movements. Opnav informed. 


CINCPAC TO CTF 17 

Logistics arrangements for Task force 11 and 17. Assump¬ 
tions KASKASKIA fuels Task Force 11 and starts return 
to Pearl by 27 April and NEOSHO emptied by Task Force 17 
and starts return to Pearl by 10 May. I will sail tankers 
from here to arrive vicinity Noumea as follows: PLATTE 
12 May, CUYAMA and KANAWHA 17 May, KASKASKIA 23 May, 
and NEOSHO 3 June. Present intention is to maintain 
CUYAMA, KANAWHA in Noumea Area and use KASKASKIA, NEOSHO, 
PLATTE as feeders thus taking advantage high speed of lattac 
group to transport oil and minimize their standby time 
in the operations theatre. Separate despatch covers / 

TIPPECANOE which will be filled from other souB363 and / 
kept in Noumea area as emergency reserve. Intend fill 
Samoa from chartered tankers about 15 May. WHITNEY, 
ALDEBARAN, LASSEN will arrive Bleacher about 25May with 
repair facilities, provisions and about 3,000 tons 
replacement ammunition. ANTARES will 3upply general stores 
date later. This further assumes that ComSwPacFor will 
supply those unit3 of his fotce which operate under his 
command. Not definite but possible that Task Force 17 
will depart for Pearl about 15 May. 
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COMTASKFOR 17 to COMSOUWESPACFOR Info CINCPAC 

To separate operations as directed ClnCPac 250357 
Comtaskfor 17 originator will operate area Afirm 
east of Longitude 155 between NEW GUINEA - LOUISIADE 
ARCHIPELAGO line and Latitude 20. Request Comsowes- 
pacfor action adee keep me informed location own 
submarines, especially in neutral zone between Afirm 
and Baker which I may have to cross without warning. 


27 0515 

O 


o 

27 0653 


COMSOUWESPACFOR to CINCPAC 

Exchanging Desron accordance URDIS 230345 will send 
WHIPPLE, EDWARDS to ROSES to relieve HELM HENLEY 
about 5 May. Comdesdiv 57 with FORD, ALDEN and one 
destroyer from Desdiv 58 depart Xray on escort duty 
arriving BLEACHER about 15 May as relief for SELFRIDGE 
MUGFORD BAGLEY. Comdesdiv 58 with 2 DDs depart SYDNEY 
about 24 May for PEARL via SAMOA to relieve JARVIS 
PATTERSON. BLACK HAWK and remaining DD depart SYDNEY 
about 26 May when relieved by DOBBIN, PERKINS FLUSSER 
exchange for BLUE and RALPH TALBOT in NOUMEA area on 
date to be designated by you. All hands informed. 

COMSOUWESPACFOR to COMTASKFOR 17 


This is Comtaskfor 42’s 261446. Passed to you for 
info; S 47 departed BRISBANE 22 April direct to 
vicinity RABAUL arriving 1 May thence around NEW 
HANOVER and NEW IRELAND departing 11 May. S44 
departed 24 April direct to ST GEORGES channel ar¬ 
riving 2 May departing 14 May. S 42 departed 26 April 
direct to Cape NARUM arriving 3 May departing 15 May. 

S 38 departes 28 April direct to vicinity HURON Gulf 
DAMPIER Strait arriving 7 May departing 17 May. 

Advance to 12 south 216 miles daily north of 12 south 
100 miles daily. 

28 0925 COMTASKFOR 17 to CINCPAC 



Task Organization contemplated by originator CTF 17. 
Task Group 17.5 Air YORKTOWN LEXINGTON, Destroyers 
Rear Admiral Fitch. 17.2 Attack Group MINNEAPOLIS 
NEW ORLEANS ASTORIA CHESTER PORTLAND Destroyers 
Rear Admiral Kinkaid. 17.3 Support Group AUSTRALIA 
CHICAGO HOBART Destroyers Rear Admiral Crace. 17.9 
Search Group TANGIER 12 VP Captain Sprague. Am con¬ 
sidering advisability transferring my flag temporarily 
to CHESTER or INDIANAPOLIS if latter joins. 
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The TAMBOR reports sinking a medium tanker on April 
15th and small freighter on March 23d, missed a freighter on 
the 30th possibly due to too deep torpedo setting. Unsuc¬ 
cessfully attacked a tanker the 6th, v/as depth charged by 
aircraft on the 12th. Score - 2 sunk, 2 missed. This is a 
disappointing score for a submarine in an area supposed to be 
quite active. She did, however, send in good information for 
future submarine operations in the Rabaul area. 

Task Force 6 will be formed the 28th consisting of 
Service Force vessels. 

An unidentified DD and AP were reported by Army in 
Lat 11-15S, Long 176-47 W. This is probably not enemy. 

There were, however, a number of unexplained sightings in 
the South Pacific today. 

The TAUTOG reported sinking an enemy submarine 550 
miles southwest of Oahu. Many submarine officers have long 
felt that a fine way to clear an area of enemy subs is to 
use our subs to hunt for and destroy them. This theory is 
not by any means proven by the recent success of the GRAMPUS 
and the TAUTOG f but bears watching. 

• 

The Commander Southwest Pacific set up his plans for 
deployment of his forces to counter the expected Japanese 
offensive in the Hew Britain area (Aidac). His search starts 
tomorrow. Task Forces 17 and 11 will join up under Rear 
Admiral Fletcher on May 1st east of the Hew Hebrides. 

The air bombings by the Japs on Darwin, Moresby and 
other places in the New Britain area are increasing. 

The Japanese are taking interest in Alaskan charts. 


415 












rv 


r'rmrBti. 

April 27. 

An important directive from Cominch was received 
today (Aidac) relating to the employment of TP-1 and 16. 
Decision will be made tomorrow when Admiral Nimitz returns. 

A Possible submarine contact wa3 made 400 miles north¬ 
east of OAHU by a search plane. 

The tempo of air operations has been stepped up in 
the S.W. Pacific. Darwin was heavily bombed. 

It now seems fairly clear that the enemy v/ill use 
3 to 4 CV and usual cruisers and destroyers in the expected 
offensive. Initially we oppose with two CV task forces. 

April 28. 


Admiral Nimitz returned and the following general 
plan was adopted. TP-16 (2 CV, 4 CA, 1 DL, 7 DD, 2 AO) Vice 
Admiral Halsey commanding will depart for the CORAL SEA area 
on the 30th. TP-1 will return to the West Coast. Depending 
on developments TP-17 will leave the CORAL SEA area for PEARL 
about May 15 and TP-11 to follow'aboiit June 1st. They will 
reconnoiter going and coming, doing what damage they can to 
the enemy and his installations. The above v/ill be covered 
in Operation Plan 23-42. 

There is a plan underway to 3end the NASHVILLE to the 
BERING SEA to destroy Japanese fisheries. 

Col. Lyman, USA, is apparently interferring with the 
New Zealand plans for NANDI airfield. Vie should not have to 
have these things come up. This is aggravated because it 
was referred to the Army at Oahu. 

Ivlaj.Gen. C.F.B. Price, USMC, assumed command at 
Samoan Area. 

The Emperors birthday passed without much more than 
minor bombings in the S.W. Pacific. There are some good 
indications that our bombings are hurting the Japs. They 
may even be changing the direction of there effort to the 
east now instead of south from RABAUL. This may only be 
wishful thinking. At any rate there are more bombings and 
reconnaissance in the GILBERT Area. 

A submarine was sighted in Lat 21 S, Long 176-30 E. 



! 


416 











EP37 


April 28, 1942 

^romJ 17 

To: 16 

Subject: Cruiser attack on Japanese Siberian Fisheries. 

1. Information . 

Japanese fishermen leave their base at Hakodate 
for the fishing grounds off Siberia in the middle of April for 
crabs, and the middle of June for salmon. Thus, some crab 
fishermen should be there now while the salmon fishermen will 
not arrive until the latter part of June. 


The importance of these fisheries to Japan is pointed 

out in the reference enclosed in Cominch serial 00210cf March 20, 

a 

1942. In that serial Cominch permits Cincpac to take any desired 
action. Cwv, C- i( tUx pL— 

t\yV^Y {AX- 

Two S-boats are now operating in the southern part 

of the area, one t_p_ the east and one to the west of the Kuriles. 

• Cl ' ■ ' yt y ' - p S \ \ 

Comsubpac has recommended that a submarine "investigate 
the main areas of operation of the Japanese mother ships." 

If a cruiser were also sent to the area the plan 
would be for the submarine to operate in the Sea of Okhotsh and 
the cruiser off the east coast of Kamchatka. 


The NASHVILLE is available now, although it is a bit 
early for maximum enemy fishing activity. (A heavy CL is a suitable 
surface type for this operation). 


- 1 - 
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2. It is proposed to send the NASHVILLE (and' one 
destroyer, if directed) to operate against the fisheries outside 
the 3-mile zone. While the "Instructions for the Navy of the 
United States Governing Maritime and Aerial Warfare", May 1941, 
must apply insofar as Russia is concerned, we are directed to 
commence unrestricted submarine and aerial warfare against Japan. 
This means that the enemy character of these fishing vessels must 
be determined. They are known to be armed, frequently officered 
by Japanese naval reservists, and escorted by naval vessels. Thus 
they lose innocent character. It would defeat the purpose If 
these enemy vessels were to be sent in for adjudication. The 
Commanding Officer, NASHVILLE should sink the vessels, once 
their identity is established, as a military necessity. He 
should only make sure that he does not sink Russian vessels. 

• In thlo- latt e r oaoo , Jjt will be best to explain an accident 
later than to let a good Jap target escape. 

3. NASHVILLE - alone 


(a) 

Pearl to Kamchatca 

Miles 

2762 

Gallons 

162000 


to Dutch Harbor 

1200 

71000 


to ^earl 

2046 

122000 



6008 



Days cruising 

12 

268,000 

(b) 

Pearl to Kamchatka 

2762 

162000 


• to Dutch Harbor 

1200 

71000 


to Midway 

1653 

970000 


to Pearl 

1149 

68000 



6765 
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Miles 

Gallons 


Days 

cruising 

12 

268,000 

(c) 

Pearl to 

Midway 

1149 

68,000 


to 

Kamchatka 

1800 

10,600 


to 

Dutch Harbor 

1200 

71,000 


to 

Pearl 

2046 

122,000 




6195 



Days 

cruising 

15 

323,000 

(d) 

Pearl to 

Midway 

1149 

68,000 


to 

Kamchatka and 





return 

3600 

213,000 


to 

Pearl 

1149 

68,000 




5898 



Days 

i cruising 

l#.7 

287,000 

Note: If a 

. DD goes along 

(d) would 

be cut to 



5 days. 



(e) 

Pearl to 

Dutch Harbor 

2046 

122,000 


to 

Kamchatka 

1200 

71,000 


to 

Dutch Harbor 

1200 

71,000 


to 

Pearl 

2046 

122,000 


6492 



Note: This, of course gives the maximum time in 
Siberian waters, i.e., IV days. And if a 
destroyer escort is deemed necessary, it is 
the best way to do the job. It does withdraw 
244,000 gallons (5800 / bbls) from the 45,000 
bbls. capacity supply there (7000 bbls on 
Mar. 31, 1942). 
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— 4. Figures given in paragraph 3 above are relative. 

They are based on 15 knot steaming, - subtracting 14 % for war 


conditions, and always having 20 % fuel remaining on board. 
Based on these figures (e) seems the route to follow. It has 
the added probability of minimum enemy interference. 




5. I think that the circumstances permit sending the 

NASHVILLE without a DD. If she steams at 15 knots advance, 
suitable zigzag, she is reasonably safe. One DD is not 
assurance that she will be safe from S/M. A DD does, of 
course, give additional air security. Also, the DD could 
help roll up the enemy fishing line. 


*9 'z fc) 
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April 29 


The Tangier reports the landing field at Roses to be 
satisfactory for VP. This is good if true ) as VMF 212 
is soon enroute and NOUMEA is already crowded. 

The prelimenaries to the New Britain area are underway, 
but there is no change in the general picture there 
today. 

The following areordered to the new SOPAC area: 

Commander - Vice Admiral Ghormley. 

Chief-of-Staff - Capt. Callahan. 

Operations - Coxndr. T.H. Roper. 

Supply - Capt. H. D. Nuber (SC). 

Comair SoPacFor - Rear Admiral McCain. 

The Nashville will be ordered to carry out a raid on 
the Japanese Fisheries east of Kafttahatia leaving 
here about May 3rd. She will go via Midway and 
probably return via Dutch Harbor. 


April 30. 


The reinforcements for BLEACHER, STRAW, and ROSES are 
about to arrive at their destinations and TF 17 is in a 
position to cover the last part of the movement. The 
auxiliaries of the Marine Amphibious Force in NZ will 
arrive there June 6th. 

Cominch 301800 contemplate^ assigning the CURTISS as 
flagship of Admiral However, she is under 

overhaul for the next month but the WRIGHT (now in 
Austrailia) is offered by CincPac, 

Normal condition of readiness was resumned in the 
Hawaiian Area, the Emperor of Japan’s birthday having 
passed without incident. According to our dope this 
alert was premature, and so proved. 

ComGen 2nd Marine Brigade in his 291915 reports progress 
on aviation facilities at STRAW. 

Task Force 16 departed for the CORAL SEA Area. When he 
arrives in the general vicinity of the critical area he 
will have four CV task forces at his disposal. 

One of our submarines will reconnoiter MAKTN on May 6th. 
a Maru visited there today, evidently bringing supplies. 
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April 50. (ConT’d) 

The general condition of our intelligence set up is 
not the best. We get excellent RI and Cl, but we are 
not yet employing all means which can be placed at the 
disposal of the Cine Pac. 

The SUMNER arrived at PAGO PAGOwhere she will get 
replacements of her gear. 

A RDF is being constructed at WAKE. 

The move of the Japs in the SOWPAC is underway but, 
aside from stepping up air offensives by both sides, 
nothing impressive has happened yet. 

The activities of the ORANGE SECOND FLEET are unkown. 

CinCPac in his 292343 requests arrangements for 
Strawboard be expedited. 


As 

U 
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GCT 29 1915 


ComQen 2nd Mar Brig to ClncPac of April *42 



This from Commanding General Second Marine 
Brigade. Seaplane ramp capable of accomodating 
Catalinas, will be completed 30 April at S 

Satapuala Upolu. VS 1 now using as auxiliary- 
base. Started clearing landing field there. 




GCT 30 1800 


GCT 29 2343 


Comlnch to ClncPac of April *42 . 

Contemplate immediate assignment of CURTISS to 
South Pacific Force as flagship Comairsopac. 

Your comment requested, 

Clncpac to Comlnch 

Free French ship CHEVRUID at Noumea considerably y 
delayed your 121405. Troops for Strawboard 
already at Strawstack. Request arrangements 
be expedited and advise. 


Q 


m 
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01 1927 ( CONT'D) 

Cominch will 

(A) transmit to Opnav fleet and frontier commanders 
notices of arrivals and departures from and to areas 
outside of the U.S. strategical control 

(B) Transmit pertinent information to appropriate 
foreign authorities. Opnav will 

(A) Issue corresponding routing instructions to out¬ 
going ships to first port or position as opportunities 
within area of British strategical control information 
Cominch Fleet all HM ships, sea frontier commanders 
appropriate foreign authorities. 

(B) Make diversions for both incoming and outgoing 
vessels while within area under United States stragetic 
control 

(C) Issue an approximate date. 

Sea Frontier Commanders will arrange for provision of 
coverage and/or escort as for comparable U.S. ships. 
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^ 30 1916 COMINCH to VARIOUS SEA FRONTIER & DEFENSE COMMANDERS 




The Chief of Staff of the Army and CinC US Fleet have 
agreed on the following plan under which unity of command 
will be exercised as to defense commands, coastal frontiers, 
and sea frontiers of the Atlantic Gulf and Pacific Coasts: 

(A) The Chief of Staff and CinC may jointly declare the 
existence In sea frontier and defense commands of either 
a "state of non Invasion" or a "state of fleet opposed 
invasion" or a "state of Army opposed invasion". 

(B) When a state of non invasion is declared unity of 
command will be exercised in accordance with the joint 
despatch of the Chief of Staff and CinC of March 25th 

(C) When a state of fleet opposed Invasion is declared 
unity of command is vested in the Navy, as regards fleet 
forces and sea frontier forces, excluding naval local 
defense forces, with sea frontier forces continuing in 
status of unity of command for operations over the sea against 
enemy sea borne activity as under a state of non invasion; 
unity of command is vested in the Army over all naval local 
defense forces and over all Army forces, except air units 
allocated by defense commanders to sea frontiers for opera¬ 
tions over the sea. 



(D) When a state of Army opposed invasion Is declared, 
unity of command is vested in the Army over all Army forces. 
Sea Frontier Forces, and naval local defense forces 

(E) Unity of command In all cases will be exercised in 
accordance with par. 10 of Joint Action of Army-Navy 1935. 

Existing instructions and agreements in conflict with the 
above are cancelled. 

In accordance with the above plan, a "state of non¬ 
invasion" is hereby declared. 


30 2110 SUMNER TO CINCPAC 


O 


Reference 142142 of Comindiv 2 and Comanzacfor 180310 x 
This is first of two parts from Sumner. Following confi¬ 
dential notice to mariners 3uggsted: Chart HO 2857. Nandi 
waters VIti Levu. To avoid minefields remain east of Boundary 
line drawn from NE edge of Casco Bay four.point five miles 
246 degrees then 8.9 miles to Vatu Mbulo repeat Vatu Mbulo 
Island on 209 x From that island 4.3 miles 169 degrees V 

thence on 205 degrees for 3.3 miles to NE corner of Navula 
Reef. Center of channel one half mile wide dragged to 
41 foot depth extends from 100 fathom curve on 076 and / n c 
3/4 degrees 1.2 miles to a point bearing 113.5 degrees 
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01 1736 


01 1828 


01 1927 






CONTD 

distance one half mile from Navula Reef Light then on 017 
degrees for 5 and 1/3 miles and from there 040 degrees for 
9 and l/3 miles to anchorage area overlapping swept channel 
shown in chart. Part two next. 


COMINCH TO VARIOUS SEA FRONTIER AND DEFENSE COMMANDS 

Pending the reaching of agreements as to the terms under 
which unity of command will be exercised as to defense 
commands coastal frontiers and sea frontiers and as an 
integral part thereof unity of command as set forth in 
para nine baker paren two paren and para ten of Joint 
Action of Army and Narvy 1935 is hereby vested in sea 
frontier commanders over all naval fords duly allocated 
thereto and over all Army air units allocated by defense 
commanders for operations over the sea for the protection 
of shipping and for antisubmarine and other operations 
against enemy seaborne activities para 

Defense commanders will allocate Army Air Units in full 
time basis but may rotate them as not less than two week 
periods as requisite for essential training. 

COMINCH TO CINCPAC 


2 days prior arrival convoy Bleacher inform through U.S. 

SOPA the British consul GR Armstrong and Commanding Officer 
New Zealand Garrison of prospective arrival. Direct Brig. 
General Lockwood, Commanding US Army troops Bleacher to 
Assume command that his arrival of all local defense forces / 
under principle of unity of command. Request New Zealand 
chiefs of staff to direct CO New Zealand garrison Bleacher 
to operate under Lockwood under principle of unity of 
command pending decision by them of disposition of New 
Zealand and local native forces. After arrival convoy 
Bleacher inform GOC Fiji General Meade command relations 
established by you at Bleacher. 

COMINCH. OPNAV TO VARIOUS 

Cancel my 3820 of the 25th February and my 3119 3oth March. 
Following procedure cruiial to arrivals and departures 19 
naval vessels of British or other United Nations. 
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01 1939 


OPNAV TO ytAMiwi 


Reference your report April 1st subject logistic policy 
fuel oil. For establishing reserve pool of fuel oil in 
Chile for Navy and issue to commercial ships when no other 
supply available Latin American supply committee recom¬ 
mends following. Make application locally to "illiamson 
Balbeur Co. Agents for International Petroleum Co, 
stating that Navy desires 10,000 tons maintained at all 
times for its own use. Based on experience with issues 
port or ports where foregoing to be stored left your 
discretion but suggest consideration l/2 in each 
Antofagasta and Valparaiso. Any expense involved 
should be covered by request to Busanda for special 
allotment. If practicable fuel oil of Talara origin 
desired because of approximation to Navy special grade. 

If not best attainable commercial fuel is acceptable. 

Advise action taken. 

02 1515 COMINCH TO U.S. FLEET 

Unwarranted despatches for the promiscuous exchange 
information and unevaluated reports of own and enemy 
operations by other than established communication / 

channels and command echelons cause confusion, jeopardize 
security and delay transmission of high precedence traffic. 
The previously expressed principle of information for only 
those who need to know is hereby emphasized and repeated. 

02 2055 COMINOH TO TUTUILA 


It Is against policy of government to occupy Vichy French 
Territory. Your 292343. Suggest you Inquire from Com- , 
Gen. Noumea as to schedule Of CHEVREUIL. Oral discussion / 
with Admiral Auboyneau now arrived London Indicated 
DeGaulle government definitely Intends take over STRAWBOARD 
and will then welcome occupation by US. Naval Station 
Samoa pass to ComGen Samoa. 
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01 1939 OPNAV to - INFO CINCPAC, COMSERFOR, ETC . 

Reference your report April 1st subject Logistic 
Policy Fuel oil. For establishing reserve pool of 
fuel oil in CHILE for Navy and issue to commercial 
ships when no other supply available Latin American 
Supply Committee recommends following: Make appli¬ 
cation locally to Williamson Balbeur Company, Agents 
for International Petroleum Co., stating that Navy 
desires 10,000 tons maintained at all times for its 
own use. Based on experience with issues port or 
ports where foregoing to be stored left your discre¬ 
tion but suggest consideration £ in each ANTOFAGASTA 
and VALPARAISO. Any expense involved should be 
covered by request to BuS&A for special allotment. 

If practicable fuel oil of TALARA origin desired 
because of approximation to Navy special grade. If 
not best attainable commercial fuel Is acceptable. 

Advise action taken. 

02 2055 COMINCH TO CINCPAC INFO NAVSTA. TUTUILA 

IT IS AGAINST POLICY OF GOVERNMENT TO OCCUPY VICHY 
FRENCH TERRITORY. YOUR 292343. SUGGEST YOU INQUIRE 
FROM COMGEN NOUMEA AS TO SCHEDULE OF CHEVREUIL. 

ORAL DISCUSSION WITH ADMIRAL AUBOYNEAU NOW ARRIVED 
LONDON INDICATES DE GAULLE GOVERNMENT DEFINITELY / 

INTENDS TAKE OVER STRAWBOARD AND WILL THEN WELCOME 
OCCUPATION BY US. NAVAL STATION SAMOA PASS TO 
COMGEN SAMOA. 

02 2056 COMINCH TO CINCPAC INFO COMSOWESPAC. NAVOBS WELLINGTON 

DUE TO DELAY ARRIVAL GHORMLKY IN SOPAC AND DESIRABILITY 
ALL FORCES THAT AREA BE BROUGHT UNDER UNIFIED CONTROL 
IN VIEW PRESENT SITUATION DESIRE CINCPAC ASSUME COM¬ 
MAND OVER ALL LAND SEA AND AIR FORCES PACIFIC OCEAN 
AREAS LESS THOSE FOR LAND DEFENSE NEW ZEALAND AT EARL¬ 
IEST PRACTICABLE DATE IN ACCORDANCE PROVISIONS MY 
031905 OF APRIL AND SECNAV LETTER OF 20 APRIL NOW IN 
PROCESS OF DELIVERY. AFTER GHORMLEY ESTABLISHED 
HEADQUARTERS SEPARATE SOPAC COMMAND CAN BE SET UP. y 

ADVISE COMINCH IN ADVANCE DATE AND HOUR YOU PROPOSE 
ASSUME COMMAND IN ORDER THAT ARMY AND GOVERNMENTS 
CONCERNED CAN BE NOTIFIED. ADMINISTRATIVE AND SUPPLY 
MATTERS PERTAINING TO U.S.A. FORCES IN SOPAC WILL BE 
ADMINISTERED AS DIRECTED BY THE WAR DEPARTMENT. 
ADMINISTRATIVE AND SUPPLY MATTERS PERTAINING TO U.S. 

NAVAL FORCES SOPAC WILL EE AS DIRECTED BY CINCPAC. 

MY 141416 OF APRIL MODIFIED ACCORDINGLY. CHIEF OF 
STAFF OF ARMY INFORMED. 
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02 2056 COMINCH TO CINCPAC 



Due to delay arrival Ghorxnley in SoPac and desirability 
all forces that area be brought under unified control in 
view present situation desire Cincpac assume command over 
all land, sea and air forces. Pacific Ocean Areas less 
those for land defense New Zealand at earliest practicable 
date in accordance provisions my 031905 of April and 
Secnav letter of 20 April now in process of delivery. 

After Ghormley establishes headquarters separate SoPac 
command can be 3et up. Advance Cominch in advance date ^ 
and hour you propose assume command in order that Army 
and governments concerned can be notified. Administrative 
and supply matters pertaining to USA forces in SoPac will 
be administered as directed by the War Department. 
Administrative and supply matters pertaining to U.S. 

Naval Forces SoPac will be as directed by Cincpac. My 
141416 of April modified accordingly. Chief of Staff 
Army informed. 




02 2211 COMINCH TO CINCPAC 


Consider it imperative that AA guns at Midway be 
increased to 24 with all possible speed your 290337 
Army advises that Emmons can give you 8 complete less 
height finder by 14th. Also 4 more without firecontrol 
equipment which has been requisitioned. Ex SARATOGA 
altimeters now at Pearl may temporarily fill lack of 
height finders. Twin 20 MM on 40 MM Army mounts shipped 
San Francisco to Pearl as follows 9 on May 7 and 11 on 
May 10. 


04 0930 4TH DEF. BTN. TO COMINCH, CINCPAC 

This from U.S. Naval Unit, Roses. Existing facilities »/ 
Roses adequate for Catalinas. 
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nPT 1 MAV 


01 2310 

COMINDIV 2 TO DOBBIN INFO CINCPAC 

Considering our mining mission to protect vessels in 
Bleacher Harbor from submarines and surface craft 
offensive action problematical if satisfactory solu¬ 
tion can be submitted if Egeria Channel, the Narrows 
and especially Lahi Passage are all left open. Two 
former may be protected by nets and shore batteries. 
Extensive mine protection Lahi with its reported cross y 

currents may endanger own forces. Engineering inves¬ 
tigation Bleacher may show a number of essential dredg¬ 
ing projects exist. Provided the Narrows can be made 
safe for use by deep draft vessels can close Lahi there¬ 
after by mining. Request your decision as to whether 
dredging operations should be requested. 

03 0130 

COMINDIV 2 TO CINCPAC. 

General Reade accepted mine cases Cincpac 270031. 

Completely equipped detail departed Suva on Bridge 
for Bleacher afternoon May 2nd. Roses mining detail 
with equipment departed Suva in Montgomery and Ramsay 

1400 May 3rd to arrive Roses 0900 May 5th. All times 
local. Preparation mines being undertaken simultan¬ 
eously at Bleacher and Roses. 

04 0351 

AREA HDQ, AMPHIBF0RPAC TO CINCPAC. 

In addition to Harris combat loaded for Strawboard 
now at Strawstack ready for embarkation on Zellin 
troop and about 1000 tons cargo for strawboard. / 

Estimate 4 days work loading with local facilities. 

Appears undesirable start loading with present un¬ 
certainty. Request 4 days notice of decision to 
execute strawboard operation. 

04 0630 

TANGIER TO CINCPAC. 

FREE FRENCH SHIP CHEVRIEUL WAITING TO LEAVE WITH EITHER 
GOVERNOR SAUTOT OR ADMIRAL DARIENLIEU PENDING OUTCOME V 

CRISIS. PRESENT INDICATIONS ARE ADMIRAL WILL LEAVE 

BUT NEITHER DATE OR DESTINATION HAS BEEN SET. 

04 1505 

COMINCH TO CINCPAC. 

LONE WOLF PLAN. FOLLOWING SHIPS READY SAIL CANAL ZONE 

FOR WELLINGTON NEGAT ZED ON APPROXIMATE DATES INDICATED 

TO BE ROUTED INDEPENDENTLY VIA SOUTHERN ROUTE. ELECTRA 
CARRYING CARGO MAY 17. DELBRAZIL CARRYING CARGO MAY 19. ^ 

WAKEFIELD CARRYING TROOPS MAY 26. COMPASEAFRON PROVIDE 
ESCORT FOR WAKEFIELD ONLY OF ONE DESTROYER PANAMA TO 

PRUDENT LIMIT OF ENDURANCE. 
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04 1819 


04 2010 


04 2315 






COMINGH TO CINCPAC, CINCLANT, BTC. 

PROM COS U S ARMY AND COMMANDER IN CHIEF US FLEET. 
ACTION TO SUPREME COMMANDER SOUTH WEST PACIFIC AREA. 
COMMANDERS VESTED WITH UNITY OF COMMAND WILL NOT 
PERMANENTLY TRANSFER UNITS OF SERVICE TO WHICH HE 
DOES NOT BELONG FROM ASSIGNED STATIONS OR SUBDIVISIONS 
OF HIS COMMAND WITHOUT AUTHORITY FROM WAR OR NAVY 
DEPARTMENT AS INDICATED. THIS WILL NOT BE INTER¬ 
PRETED TO RESTRICT IN ANY WAY THE AUTHORITY OF SUCH 
COMMANDER TO MAKE TEMPORARY MOVEMENTS OF MOBILE FORCES 
OF EITHER SERVICE REQUIRED IN EXECUTION OF OPERATIONS 
TO MEET A SPECIAL SITUATION UNQUOTE LEARY PASS TO 
MCARTHUR. VAN HOOK PASS TO ANDREWS. ALL ADDRESSEES 
DELIVER TO ARMY AND NAVY COMMANDERS AS NECESSARY. 

OPNAV TO C 0 MSOWE ST PAC FOR INFO CINCPAC 


Changes to Cast Sail Prep 019 Afirm approved your 
271620. For reasons expressed by 012030 do not issue 
Pacific Fleet Publications to your units. Pacific 
Fleet Forces based at New Zealand and New Caledonia 
should be issued Asiatic aircraft code. Contact code 
and authenticator. Destruction Cast Sail Prep 680 
and associated publications authorized by Opnav 211705 
March. Comdr South Pacific Force will hold class 6 
allowance of Asiatic publications in addition to his 
regular class 6 allowance of Pacific publications. 

AREA HDQ AMPHIB PAC TO CINCPAC . 

Air field Strawstack now has capacity for squadron 
present and enroute plus one additional squadron. 
Concentration of ships this area now building up 
nakes additional air protection urgent. All possible 
speed to provide additional squadron recommended. 


4 31 













1 May 






Cominch 011736 (and see his 191^50) issued a directive 
as to unity of command with reference to Defense Commands, Coastal, 
and Sea Frontiers. 

Opnav 012030 considers it undesirable to risk Pacific 
Fleet publications in the Southwest Pacific. 

Cominch 1927/01 concerns procedure in reporting and rout¬ 
ing ships. 

Cominch 011828 indicates the desired command set-up at 
Bleacher. 

The SUMNER continues to do a fine job. In his 302110 
he gives the naviation information on Nandi. 

The preliminaries of the Japanese offensive in the 
Southwest Pacific are underway. There are indications that the 
main first objective is Port Moresby. The Solomons are to be 
attacked also. To keep our forces from interfering the Japanese 
plan to raid such'places as Cooktown, Townesville, and Horn Island 
in Australia, and may raid as far east as Roses, Noumea, Fiji, 
and Samoa. 

While there is no good information as to moves in the 
Central and North Pacific at this time, all positions as far 
east as Pearl Harbor and Dutch Harbor may possibly be recipients 
of a raid. However, it appears that the general known location 
of Japanese forces today preclude anything which threaten our 
positions or general security. In fact, there are reasons to 
believe that a small raid on Oahu, for example, might benefit 
our ultimate position more than it would Japan. For example, 
today we have a B-17 striking force of only 16 planes available. 

As long as we get no threats we are not apt to get more planes. 

Our DD position in the Pacific Areas, always bad, will 
now commence to get worse as we send new boats to the Southwest 

Station 4-pipers. These ODD must have 
as soon as the Pacific Fleet receives 


for the SARATOGA (our May 25 from 
Our BBs are trying to get in some 


from Tulagi today. 




Pacific in exchange for China 
an overhaul and modernization 
them. 

Our lack of CA, CL, DD 
Bremerton) is a real problem, 
sea time with 5 DDs. 

Evacuation was started 
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May 2. 





Admiral Ninitz made an inspection of the defenses of 
MIDWAY today. Admiral King has expressed his concern about 
this island, which in the opinion of Cincpac, is now able to 
withstand a moderate attack. Cominch 022211 directs that the 
A.A. defense at MIDWAY £e strengthened. 


Opnav 011939 states plans for the supply of outlying 

bases. 


0 - ' 

Cominch 022056 is dirccteNfl^to assume command when ready 
and thV3 put in effect tfie directive for the Pacific Ocean Areas. 


There is a delay at V/allis (Cominch 022055). 

The GATO certainly got hits on a vessel in the Marslialls. 
It is hoped that she sank the KASUGA MARU. The Marshalls may 
be good hunting grounds. 


The offensive in the Southwest Pacific i3 in the prelimi¬ 
nary stages. Bombings have been stepned tip. Submarines are 
probably on station but enemy surface units appear still enroute. 

The PRESIDENT TAYLOR was abandoned at CANTON. The sal¬ 
vage effort was worthwhile for experience and to Indicate to 
ship owners that the Navy will attempt salvage of their vessels. 

The S-35 returned from the KURILES because of mumps. 

Off Parnnushiru Island a Jap sub fired at them - but probably 
not with magnetic torpedoes. 


May 3. 


The GATO probably did not sink the KASUGA. Also, 
ORANGE possession of magnetic torpedoes reported by the S-35, 
requires further confirmation. 

Submarines are again reported by the Army. This time 
one was reported in Lat 11-36 S, Long 178 W. The report is 
doubted. 

4th Defense Battalion (040930) reports that Catallnas 
can be operated satisfactorily at ROSES. 

Admiral Ghormley arrives at San Francisco May 5th. 

Rear Admiral McCain will be here tomorrow. 

Cominch 021515 states policy regarding Information of 
own and enemy forces. 

Operations In the Southwest Pacific are still in the 
preliminary stages noted yesterday. 
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May 3 (continued) 



There is now fairly good evidence that there will be 
2 BB and a total of 6 CV employed in the SWPacific campaign. 
Against that we have 4 CV, 11 CA, 4 CL, 22 DD. We do not know 
what General MacArthur has to oppose the enemy. It is probably 
that the enemy bomber and fighter strength have been considerably 
reduced by our own planes in bombings during the pa3t few weeks. 
It is possible that losses have exceeded replacements. 


Admiral Nimitz returned from a two-day personal inspection 
of Midway. 


May 4 


The probable line-up in the New Guinea-New Britain area 
for the offensive now underway is - 


OWN ENEMY 


SWPac 

There : 



: 

There s 

Force 

now 

Enroute 

Total 

Type 

Total 

Enroute 

now : 

(jh^ _ 

2 

2 
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CV 

7 

3 

3 s 

& 2 

5 

4 

11 

CA 

6 

2 

4 : 

(4) 2 

2 

- 

4 

CL 

2-3 

- 

2-3 : 

- 

- 

- 

- 

BB 

2-4 

2 

1-2 : 

2 

12 

8 

22 

DD 

20-30 

- 

20-30: 

4 

2 


6 

ODD 



• • 

& 4 



4- 

XCL 

8-12 


8-12: 


l PC; 


XPG 




- 

- 

- 

- 

PC 

12-16 

- 

12-16: 

114 

• 

— 

II 3* 

ss 

18-24 

- 

18-24: 


The TANGIER 040630 says that the Free French ship 
CHEVRIEUL is still waiting to leave Noumea. 

Area Headquarters, Samoa, 040351 states that four days’ £ 
notice will be required to execute the Strawboard operation. V- 
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May 4 (continued) 


Cominch 041505 initiates a Lone Wolf Plan. 


Cominch 041819. Transfer of units must have OK of the 
Army or Navy Department.( erf j-f- 




Opnav 042010. Pacific Fleet publications will not be 
issued to vessels of the Southwest Pacific. 


Area HQ Samoa 042315 says that the airfield at Strawstack 
is now OK for the squadrons present and enroute and requests that 
the ari'ival there of additional squadrons recommended b£ expedited. 

Cominron 2 012318 and 030130 gives ideas on and progress 
of the mining projects for Bleacher and Roses. 


The big news of the day is the report of Task Force 17' s 
action in the Tulagi area. As a result of his attack he sent in 
the following score: 


Own Result 


Enemy 


0 


Positively sunk 


2 DD, 4 AT, 1 AK 


0 


Beached & sunk 


1 CL 


0 


Badly damaged 


1 CL, 1 AV, 1 AK, 1 AP 


1 VT 

2 VF 


Lost 


5 Seaplanes 
1 4-engine VP 


The Moresby striking force seems to be composed of Cardiv 
5 and Crudiv 5 and the time of attack on Moresby set for May 7th 
(local). 


Surface units of the enemy are enroute in the Rabaul area. 
The presence of at least 1 CV of the KAGA type and 1 BB of the 
HARUNA type in the area seems confirmed. 
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1 2205 



COMINDIV 2 TO COMSOWESTPACFOR, CINCPAC 

Fiji minefields complete with 1436 mines May 1st. Nandi 
fields accordance mydis 142142 April. Other single line 
fields across inshore of passages unless otherwise stated 
with number mines as follows Rovondrau Bay passages west 
21 middle 32 east 27. Lauthala Harbor passes within 
Nukumbutau 10 within Nukulau 10 x Ovauau fields south 
Moturiki Channel 16 west Motuiki Channel 22 Ovalau line ^ 
65 Naingaini Passage 29 Line to Moon Reef 123. North 
Viti Levu Passages within Nananu Ira 5 Malake 10 
Nukurauvuha 12 Natombu Nurauivi 10 within Manava 10 
Savusavu Bay Passages point 42 Nyavu 20 within Kumbalau 
17. North Vanua Levu Passages Sausau 21 Kia 14 within 
and across Inside Mali 58. Recommended routes inside 
reefs unobstructed. Marked charts provided NOCF. 


04 0249 AREA HDQS AMPHFORPAC TO CINCPAC 



Cordially received by administration Strawhat complete 
cooperation extended nevertheless undivided control of 
island by US highly desirable and strongly endorse previous 
suggestion this be obtained by diplomatic means if possible .y 
Island adapted practically unlimited development as air 
base. If major development planned better harbor 
facilities important consideration. From air bay on 
north coast about 4 miles from NE point of island appears 
offer favorable anchorage suggest SUMNER survey. 


04 1615 

O 



COMINCH TO CINCPAC 

TRANSDIVS EIGHT AND TEN NOW AT BLEACHER AND STRAW MOVEMENTS 
ARE DESIGNATED IN LONE WOLF PLAN FOR TRAINING SOPAC AMPH 
FORCE IN WELLINGTON AREA X TWO OF THESE TRANSPORTS ARE 
DESIRED AT SAN FRANCISCO IN TIME TO LOAD ABOUT 12 JUNE 
FOR SECOND ECHELON OF LONE WOLF MOVEMENT X NEVILLE AND y 

BARNETT ARE NAMED IN PLAN BUT MAY BE REPLACED IF YOU SO 
DESIRE X TRANSPORTS SELECTED SHOULD LEAVE ALL PRACTICABLE 
LANDING BOATS AND TANK LIGHTERS IN SOPAC AS SPARES FOR 
AMPHIBIOUS TRAINING X REPLACEMENT BOATS WILL BE MADE 
AVAILABLE AT SAN FRANCISCO X ADVISE WHICH TRANSPORTS YOU 
RECOMMEND FOR RETURN ALSO APPROXIMATE NUMBER OF REPLACE¬ 
MENT LANDING CRAFT REQUIRED FOR THESE TRANSPORTS. 
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09 1939 


CINCPAC TO COMINCH 

BARNETT and GEORGE F ELLIOT both now in BLEACHER move¬ 
ment hereby designated for 2nd Echelon LONE WOLF move¬ 
ment latter ship vice NEVILLE named in plan. Infer 
from Cominch 041615 that other ships of Transdlvs eight 
and ten are to be ordered direct to SPOONER from present 
missions at STRAW and BLEACHER. Cominch requested to 
confirm. If confirmed Comtransdiv 10 is directed to 
have all practicable landing boats and tank lighters 
transferred from BARNETT and ELLIOT to other ships 
present at BLEACHER for transportation to SPOONER and 
in addition to leave at BLEACHER such landing craft as 
can be picked up by ships from STRAW enroute to SPOONER 
advising Cominch direct inform CIncpac of number of 
replacements each type which will be required at SAN 
FRANCISCO. Remainder is for action ComWestSeaFront: 
BARNETT and GEORGE F ELLIOT expected to be ready to 
depart BLEACHER about 17 May. Furnish by despatch 
direct to them info Cominch CIncpac routings from 
BLEACHER to SAN FRANCISCO via SAN PEDRO for fuel. 

CINCPAC TO COMTRANSDIV 10 

Designate third transport. Cominch 082131. Mydis 
090534 hereby modified to include 3hip designated. 


10 1835 COMINCH TO CINCPAC 

YOUR 090543 AND 091931 CONFIRMED. ALSO SEE MY SERIAL 
00322. 3 vessels DESIGNATED FOR SECOND ECHELON LONE 

WOLF REMAIN UNDER NTS FOR THAT OPERATION ON COMPLETION 
OF WHICH PROVISIONS OF NEXT SENTENCE APPLY. OTHER 
VESSELS OF TRANSDIVS 8 AND 10 NOW IS SOUTH PACIFIC WHEN 
UNLOADED REPORT CINCPAC FOR DUTY CONNECTION TRAINING 
AT SPOONER. WHEN UNLOADED SHIPS OF TRANSDIVS 2, 4 AND 
6 NOW IN SOUTH PACIFIC LESS ARTHUR MIDDLETON ALSO RE¬ 
PORT CINCPAC TO PROCEED AS YOU MAY DIRECT. MIDDLETON PRO¬ 
CEED SAN FRANCISCO UNDER NTS REPORTING ON ARRIVAL TO 
COM 12 FOR CONVERSION. 



11 2241 



CINCPAC TO COMGENHAWDEPT. COMHAWSEAFRON t BASES & PACFLT . 

The fact that Japanese have not used gas against United 
States Forces is not to be taken as a criterion that 
gas will not be used in future. It is directed that a 
survey of gas defense measures be made to ensure that 
we are prepared to minimize effects of surprise gas 
attacks. 
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12 0731 CINCPAC TO COMTRANSDIVS 8 & 10 

Completion present tasks in STRAW and BLEACHER convoys 
Transdivs 8 & 10 proceed as follows: (a) MCCAWLEY 
PULLER depart STRAWSTACK about 14 May proceed via 
direct route to WELLINGTON NEW ZEALAND (code name LONG¬ 
BOW). (b) AMERICAN IEGION NEVILLE depart about 16 May 
HUNTER LIGGETT about 30 May from BLEACHER proceed 
direct LONGBOW. (c) FOMALHAUT BELLATRIX when unloaded 
date indefinite depart STRAWSTACK proceed LONGBOW via 
BLEACHER. Units under (a) to (c) inclusive after 
arrival LONGBOW report to Vice Adniral Ghormley for 
duty in Amphibfor SouPac. (d) HEYWOOD GEORGE P. ELLIOT 
BARNETT continue duty under NTS when unloaded proceed 
independently to SAN FRANCISCO via SAN PEDRO for fuel 
on routings being furnished by ComWesSeaPront estimated 
departure dates HEYWOOD from STRAWSTACK 14 May ELLIOT 
from BLEACHER same day BARNETT from BLEACHER 16 May. 
ComTaskfor 17 has been authorized to modify orders of 
either ELLIOT or BARNETT to carry excess personnel to 
PEARL enroute SAN FRANCISCO if required. All three 
SAN FRANCISCO ships are to arrive there by 12 June 
at latest. Ships destined West Coast are to fuel only 
sufficient to reach SAN PEDRO with prudent reserve, 
destined Ships/ LONGBOW are to fuel sufficient to reach that 

port with reserve equal to 3,000 miles normal steaming. 
Provisions available LONGBOW. ComTransdiv 10 arriage 
transfer HEYWOOD landing craft to ships proceeding 
from STRAWSTACK to LONGBOW and advise ComTransdiv 8 
additional craft which can be left at BLEACHER to be 
picked up by FOMALHAUT and BELLATRIX. NavAtt WELLINGTON 
pass to NZNB and BOWMAN. ComTransdiv 10 pass to 
Commander Defense Force SAMOAN AREA. Comtransdiv 8 
pass to ComGen BLEACHER all for Info. 
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t 0245 


AREA HQ AMPFORPAC TO CINCPAC 

Your 031931 recommend all reports sightings Apia be made 
to CO US forces there only. Latter will take necessary 
action and report Area HQ. Enemy sightings will be 
reported Cincpac. 


05 0411 CINCPAC TO AREA HQ AMPHFORPAC 


SUMNER IS made available for survey work selected by you 
provided it will not prevent her immediate employment 
Strawboard project when authorized. 

ob 0437 CINCPAC TO NAVSTA TUTUILA 


✓ 


y 


05 0555 

\ 

o 


Recommendation urdis 040249 re undivided control passed 
to Cominch as were previous information and suggestion 
ur O80135 and 232051 March. This raises political 
question beyond cognizance of Cincpac. Consider auth¬ 
ority vested in you by unity of command and agreement 
with local authorities gives you undivided military control. 

COMGENHAWDEPT TO CINCPAC 

Repeat to Tangier for Patch (via USN channels) from General 
MacArthur: Suggest Tangier be directed pass Cincpac and 
Comsowespac intelligence reports to General Patch for his 
information and immediate staff only. Not to be passed to 
local government officials. In this way General ^atch 
will be kept fully informed situation SWPA via secure 
communication channels and duplication will be avoided. 

In an emergency this headquarters will pass high priority 
information direct. 


05 1315 COMINCH TO CINCPAC. CINCLANT. COMSOWESTPACFOR t ALL SEAFRONT COMS 

FOR ALL JOINT OPERATIONS IN EVERY THEATER OF OPERATIONS THE 
JOINT PLANNERS ARE DIRECTED TO EFFECT TIMELY CONSIDERATION 
OF COMMUNICATIONS ON ALL OPERATIONAL PLANNING INCLUDING A 
DEFINITE ASSIGNEMENT OF RESPONSIBILITY FOR PROVIDING THE 
NECESSARY COMMUNICATIONS FOR EACH OPERATION AND FOR EACH 
PHASE OF EACH OPERATION 
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05 2201 CHJCPAC TO AHQ WELLINGTON 

A60 4/5 your A577 2/5 General Tinker is replying to C.A.S. 
signal direct. Understand the reply confirms in the main 
Tinker's agreement with C.A.S. in Fiji. Contrary instruct¬ 
ions to those made in Fiji by C.A.S. and Tinker were for¬ 
warded by asparate agencies who were dealing with Fiji 
works policy without reference to each other. Tinker has 
detailed Major Fleming to coordinate policy here with Army / 

) engineers. Fleming visited Fiji after Tinker's departure 

and apparently dictated memorandum on works policy which 
was given to ^olonel Seltzer and Captain Ende and which 
detailed priority. Fleming states memorandum is in effect 
General Tinker and C.A.S. agreement. Fleming states matter 
was discussed by him with B/C Roberts. 

05 0133 CINCPAC TO COMINCH 


6 


o 


After inspection Midway plan send there 12 3 inch AA 8 37 
mm AA and 12 twin 20 mm on 40 mm mounts. 12 Army AA referred 
urdis 022211 are same gauns previously allocated and about 
to be delivered Third Defense Battalion. No other AA Army 
guns available this area. Plan send guns Midway with key 
personnel from AA and special weapons groups, Third Defense 
Battalion, who are only trained personnel immediately 
available. Fillers are to be recruits. In order, 
accomplish foregoing and yet maintain combat value and 
readiness Third Defense Battalion urgently request by 
Fagtrans sixteen officers 455 enlisted marines and as 
soon as practicable 12 AA guns preferably 90 mm. 
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May GOT 



06 1435 


GOMINCH TO COMUSNAVFORCES EUROPE 



You are directed to call on General deGaulle Inform him 
the Free French plan for the seizure of Wallis Island by 
the Chevrueil is greatly delayed or possibly disrupted by 
the apparent controversy in New Caledonia between Admiral 
D’Argenlieu and Governor Sautot. Chevreuil now at Noumea. 


It is most urgent for military reasons that Wallis be 
adequately defended against Japanese. U.S. Navy is now 
ready to provide that defense as soon as Free French 
occupy the island but for political reasons does not 
wish to seize it so long as it remains under the Vichy 
government. Urge General deGaulle (A) to issue such 
instructions as will result in the earliest possible 
occupation of Wallis Island by the Free French government 
(B) Advise me as soon as accomplished (C) Authorize me 
to proceed with establishing defenses there v/ith U.S. 
naval forces. 



06 2104 


O 


OPNAV TO DOBBIN 


Dobbin deliver to Cast George Bleecher. Ramapo to 
Bobcat: Forts on islands Manila Bay have capitulated. 
Enemy in northern Luzon made fifteen mile advance to 
Bagabog; their forces retreated to Tuguegarao when 
attacked by our forces while attempting crossing of 
Cagayan River. General strike in New Caledonia following 
arrests by High Commissioner of administrative council 
members and governor. Successful air raids on Lae and 
Rabaul. Fighting on border of China and Burma. One 
brigade estimated arrived Rangoon enemy reinformcements 
since 30th. 70 enemy planes observed in successful heavy 

bombing of Rangoon Mingaladon airdrome. Kroner. 



07 1045 TANGIER TO CTF 9 




In view recent submarine activity off New Caledonia 
request authority to hold 3 planes flight 45 and use as 
anti submarine patrol to limit of extended engine time. 
Recommend 6 more platrol planes be assigned Tangier 
immediately for anti submarine patrol. These in 
addition to 12 now used in maintaining search directed 
Comtaskfor 17’s 262010 Aptn. 
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May 5 


In his 050245 the Area Commander SAMOA gives his plan 
in which he will be the clearing house for information on enemy 
contacts in his area and action thereon. In his 040249 he sug¬ 
gests the desirability of undivided control of islands and of" 
the potentiality of addling to SAMOAN area airfields. In his 
050437 CinCPac states his views regarding unity of command at 
SAMOA. 


Cominch 041615 will vise two transports now at BLEACHER 
or STRAW in a Lone Wolf Plan. They are"desired at SAN FRANCISCO 
June 12th to join the SoPac amphibious training project to be 
started at WELLINGTON. 

CinCPac 050411 makes the SUMNER available for a short 
time to Commanding General SAMOA. 

The mine field at FIJI has been completed - Comindiv 2 
012205. CinCPac 052201 summarizes air field work at FIJI. 

Cominch 051315 is a directive for communications in joint 
operations. This does not assure complete satisfaction. 

The Commanding General HAWAIIAN (050555) wants General 
Patch at NOUMEA to get all Navy intelligence available to the 
TANGIER stationed there with the understanding that this will 
not go to the local government. 

CinCPac 060133 gives hi3 plan to reinforce MIDWAY. This 
important outpost has been given considerable thought. 


May 6 


Admirals Fletcher and Fitch should be in position now to 
attack important objectives in the Louisaide Islands area. 

The NEOSHO and SIMS were apparently sunk by dive bombers 
in the Coral Sea. The loss of a fast new tanker makes the 
fuel supply to forces in that area more difficult than ever. 
And the loss of a DD, when we are already very short of that 
type in the Pacific, is a hard blow indeed. The score for the 
week is still in our favor. 

The SS CHLOE was sunk and the SS JOHN ADAMS was set 
afire and abandoned in the New Caledonia area. This was 
submarine action which makes counter measures there necessary. 
A DD patrol and anti-SS air patrol has been started. 

Admiral Ghormley's staff will leave San Francisco May 
8th. The Admiral should be at Pearl to confer with Admiral 

Nimitz the latter part of this week. 















May 6 (Continued) 


Opnav 062104 relaying a message tells of a general 
strike in New Caledonia. 

The Free French slowness in taking over Wallis 
continues to be embarrassing. For political reasons Cominch 
(061435) has put the matter up to General deGalle. 

Jamming of our radio transmissions by the Japanese in 
the S.W, Pacific was handled by shifting to alternative wave 
lengths. 

There is the suggestion that the Japs can recover our 
ECM from the HOUSTON. She probably sank in diveable waters. 

A plan for immediate shift to secure codes must be in hand 
as we can expect Japan to break our codes eventually. 

The TANGIER (071045) wants more VPs. She will probably 
get them. 

While the Japanese offensive continues as expected in 
the SW Pacific, it is noted that they have sufficient forces 
in the Central Pacific Area now available to raid in the Central 
and North Pacific Areas. 



May 7 


This was a red-letter day for our forces operating in 
the Coral Sea area. As a result of the exchanges between 
carriers in the past 36 hours we have sunk the RYUKAKU and 
badly damaged the SHOKAKU, while they have badly damaged the 
LEXINGTON and slightly damaged the YORKTOWN. There has been 
no now3 of the light forces but engagements are probable. At 
the end of the daylight period the YORKTOWN and LEXINGTON were 
retiring to the 3outh. The LEXINGTON will/transfer planes to 
make up YORKTOWN losses and proceed to Pearl. Admiral Fie teller 
faces the prospect of opposing two carriers tomorrow with only 
the YORKTOWN. Admiral|llal3ey can hardly arrive on the scene 
before the 11th. The situation Is generally favorable. 

The NEOSHO is reported still afloat but a total loss. 

In hi3 070121 (Opnav) the Army does not propose to 
3end 6" guns requested by Bobcat for the defense of Makatea 
as there seems no prospect of Japan exploiting that place, 
while we have command of adjacent sea areas. 
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May 7 (Continued) 

Cominch 071240 gives his views on command in the Pacific 
Ocean areas with particular reference to Samoa. 

Cominch (071405) and ACNB have agreed on the development 
of harbor facilities at Noumea. 

18 VPs will be the total stationed at Noumea. 

ComNaval Forces Europe 071536 gives General DeGaulle's 
directive for Free French occupation of Walli 3 . 
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MAY GOT 
07 1536 




r> 


/pttf 7 


COH U.S. NAVFORCES EUROPE TO COHINCH INFO CINCPAC 

General assures ne that the only desire of the Free French 
forces io complete cooperation with American and United 
Nations forces Your 061435. He is today directing 
Dargenlieu to proceed immediately with seizure and to 
Inform you through the Senior U.S. Officer of anticipated 
date and detailed plans. The General is also ordering 
Dargenlieu to report to you the actual time of seizure 
and to request the United States Forces to defend the 
island immediately after Free French seizure. He desires 
to issue specific instructions as to whom Dargenlieu 
should report in order to insure complete collaboration. 
Request yoti inform me on this point. DeGaulle had been 
under the impression contact should be with MacArthur but ^ 
I informed him MacArthur not responsible in this area. 

Lack of codes between French High Commissioner NOUMEA and 
Free French Delegation WASHINGTON led DeGaulle to ask by 
what means High Commissioner NOUMEA could notify American 
Navy of date agreed upon and conditions of operation. 
DeGaulle proposed in first place that his communication 
be passed to American Navy by American Consul NOUMEA. 

I rejected this proposal and suggested that High Com¬ 
missioner should communicate through Senior American 
Officer on spot. I stressed necessity for secrecy 
surprise and speed and with this DeGaulle declared him¬ 
self in complete agreement. 
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07 0121 OPNAV TO TRENTON 

Deliver to ComGen BOBCAT for action: 6 Inch gun3, heavy 
machine guns and long range patrol bombers are not avail¬ 
able at thi3 time for assignment to BOBCAT for denial of 
MAKATEA to enemy. It is believed here that enemy could 
not export phosphates from MAKATEA unless they load con¬ 
trol of the entire area. In the absence of this enemy 
control and in order to carry out the directive outlined > 
In letter of March 16 consideration should be given to 
reconnaissance missions of at least biweekly frequency 
using Navy observation scout planes now at your disposal. 
Further consideration should be given to the establish¬ 
ment of a radio contact on MAKATEA to warn of any enemy 
actions. Report action taken. Marshall. From War Dept. 

07 1240 COMINCII TO CINCPAC 

REFERENCE PARAGRAPH 8 AGREEMENT RE WESTERN SAMOA ADVISE 
LOCAL NEW ZEALAND AUTHORITIES THAT MILITARY GOVERNOR 
AMERICAN SAMOA HAVING BEEN SUPERSEDED BY SENIOR TROOP 
COMMANDER SAMOAN GROUP AS MILITARY COMMANDER OF AREA > 

AUTHORITY DEFINED THEREIN WILL BE EXERCISED BY LATTER OR 
MILITARY COMMANDER ON THE SPOT DESIGNATED BY HIM. YOUR 
050437. SEE ALSO PARTS 2 AND 8 OF THE DIRECTIVE TO CINC 
PACOCEAN AREAS WHICH GIVE YOU AUTHORITY TO APPOINT SUB¬ 
ORDINATE COMMANDERS AND TO ASSIGN TO THEM SUCH FORCES AS 
YOU DESIRE. 

07 1405 COMINCII TO CINCPAC 




COMINCII AND ACNB HAVE AGREED TO DEVELOPMENT OF NAVAL 
UNDERWATER DEFENSES AND NAVAL FACILITIES ON SHORE OF 
NOUMEA HARBOR. INFORMATION AS TO MATERIAL PERSONNEL AND 
FACILITIES TO EE FURNISHED AND CONDITIONS ATTACHED TO THEIR 
ASSIGNMENT IS BEING FORWARDED BY AIR MAIL. A CAPTAIN OR 
COMMANDER WILL 3E DIRECTED BY BUNAV TO PROCEED TO NOUMEA ✓ 
AND REPORT TO PATCH. PERTINENT INFORMATION AS TO ORDERS 
TO BE ISSUED THIS OFFICER IS ALSO INCLUDED IN AIR MAIL 
LETTER. IT IS DESIRED THAT DEVELOPMENT OF NOUMEA HARBOR 
PROCEED UNDER US SUPERVISION AS RAPIDLY AS MATERIAL CAN BE 
MADE AVAILABLE. IT WILL BE 'ECESSARY FOR PACIFIC FLEET 
TO ASSIST IN DEVELOPMENT OF EXTENT OF MAKING AVAILABLE A 
VESSEL SUITABLE FOR NET LAYING. 
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MAY GOT 


08 2105 CINCPAC TO CG DEFOR SAMOAN GRP INFO COMINCH, ETC . 

Deliver following to Civil Governor Western SAMOA from 
CinC Pacific Ocean Areas: Military Governor American 
SAMOA has been superseded by Senior Troop Commander 
(Major General CFB Price) as Military Commander of 
SAMOAN AREA# In regard to agreement Re Western SAMOA 
between Military Governor American SAMOA and New Zealand 
Authorities authority defined therein for Military 
Governor American SAMOA will hereafter be exercised by , 
the Military Commander of SAMOAN AREA or by such 
Military Commander on the spot as may be designated by 
the Military Commander SAMOAN AREA. ALUSNA Wellington 
deliver to appropriate New Zealand authorities for 
information. 

09 0543 CINCPAC TO COMINCH 

BARNETT and GEORGE P ELLIOT both now in BLEACHER move¬ 
ment hereby designated for 2nd Echelon LONE WOLP move¬ 
ment latter ship vice NEVILLE named in plan. Infer 
from Cominch 041615 that other ships of Transdivs EIGHT 
and TEN are to be ordered direct to SPOONER from present 
missions at STRAW and BLEACHER. Cominch requested to 
confirm. If confirmed ComTransdiv 10 is directed to 
have all practicable landing boats and tank lighters 
transferred from BARNETT and ELLIOT to other ships 
present at BLEACHER for transportation to SPOONER and 
in addition to leave at BLEACHER such landing craft as 
can be picked up by ships from STRAW enroute to SPOONER 
advising Cominch direct inform CinCPac of number of 
replacements each type which will be required at SAN 
FRANCISCO. Remainder is for action ComWestSeaPront: 
BARNETT and GEORGE P ELLIOT expected to be ready to 
depart BLEACHER about 17 May. Furnish by despatch 
direct to them Info Cominch CinCPac routings from 
BLEACHER to SAN FRANCISCO via SAN PEDRO for fuel. 

09 0555 COMSOUWESPACFOR TO COMTASKFOR 17 

Have been in telephonic touch with your representative. 

Air force Informed Immediately regarding enemy position 
at 2100 GCT 8th and will send all available planes to 
attack. Fuel available BRISBANE and SYDNEY from shore 
tanks additional to that at NOUMEA. 
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09 1341 



A 


COIvINAVFORCES EUROPE TO GOMIHGH 

Part 1 of two parts. I have communicated to General de- 
Gaulle substance of your despatch and outline of instructions 
to be sent to General Patch xx Pacts as reported by General 
Patch and interpretation given by him to political background 
of recent developments do not coincide with reports received 
by General DeGaulle from Noumea Including message received 
today from Chief of Staff of Admiral D’Argenlieu. Free 
French Officers are of the opinion that civil disorders began 
only after arrival American forces. Difficulties due to 
special character of population local intrigue and political 
agitation perhaps indirectly encouraged by American civilian / 
action or American failure to act to support authority High 
Commissioner D’Argenlieu. General DeGaulle informed he he 
had no information.about arrest of Sautot who in obedience 
to orders is returning to London to report to national 
committee and who left Noumea toy 5 on Chevruil for Auckland. 

As no report has been received from Admiral d'Argenlieu Free 
French National Committee cannot agree to any pennant 
repeat permanent measures until reports are available and 
whole situation examined. 

Part 2 of 091841 x With reference to 4 measures you propose: 
General DeGaulle agrees that martial law be declared as a 
temporary measure provided first that declaration should 
refer to necessity of this act as a military defense measure 
secondly that mention be made of fact that this action is 
taken in agreement with General DeGaulle as Chairman Free 
French Committee. DeGaulle states d’Argenleu proposed to 
Patch some time ago declaration of martial law to maintain 
order. General Patch as the military authority responsible 
for defence of New Caledonia has General Degaulle's opinion 
full power to act under martial law Including authority to 
provide for civil administration without assuming title of 
Governor. Believe this is crucial point. Degaulle agrees 
that military protection of security of Admiral d'Argenlieu 
should be assured on condition that his freedom of communi¬ 
cation by code or cypher with General DeGaulle and with 
Commander South Pacific should be guaranteed. Very highly 
qualified civil servant now in JEfrica already appointed to 
act as civil governor of New Caledonia and ordered to proceed 
immediately to Noumea to exercise this function. General 
DeGaulle objects emphatically to consltution new civil 
government by American military authorities. He must protest 
against such action if taken as a violation of French 
sovereignty. Pending reports from Admiral d’Argenlieu. 

General DeGaullqds not prepared to consider his final 
disposition. General DeGaulle urgently requests complete 
censhorship be established in New Caledonia over all gutgoing 
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May GCT 

09 1841 (Continued) 

(Part 2) 

reports of civil disturbances to avoid exploitation such 
reports by Vichy and Axis propagandists. Full report 
will be sent by mail. General DeGaulle agrees to maintain 
close touch with me pending clarification of situation. 
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Memorandum for Vice Admiral Ghormley (Aidao despatches) 


MAY GOT 


00 2028 

Part 4: 

Part four of Cominch 082046. Does the international 
political situation permit delegating to me authority 
to place Dargenlieu and his mission in protective 
custody as these disorders grow into an immediate and 
dangerous military threat here Patch I? MAARSHALL 
UNQUOTE paragraph I desire you call on General DeGaulle 
and state that I deply value his splendid cooperation 
as reported your 071536. All communications between 
French authorities NEW CALEDONIA and U.S. Navy should 
be through General Patoh. 

Then inform him of the contents of General Patch’s 
reports and state that allied military interests do 
not permit continuation of the intolerable political 
conditions in NEW CALEDONIA. 

00 2046 

Part 5: / 

Part five and final of Cominch 002046: Therefore I 
propose with General DeGaulles concurrence to direct 
General Patch to declare martial(law omitted) in 

NEW CALEDONIA, to assume the military governorship, 
to place Admiral Dargenlieu under protective custody, 
and to form a civil government under a Free French 
citizen other than Dargenlieu or Sautot who will be 
generally acceptable to the French population. Martial 
law will be revoked as soon as conditions permit. 

I request Degaullos concurrence be confirmed to NEW 
CALEDONIA new civil government and the appointment of 
a new High Commissioner for French territory in Pacific 
Ocean. 


Disposition of Dargenlieu will be subject of future 
negotiation. 

' W 

For your information on May 6th General Marshall re¬ 
quested British to take up this matter with DeGaulle 
but has agreed that hereafter Navy will have cognizance 
of the Free French military matters in Pacific Ocean 
Areas. 
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Memorandum for Vico Admiral Qhormley (Aidac despatches) 
MAY OCT 

08 2010 (COMINCH TO COMNAVFORCES EUROPE Cont*d.) 




The high commissioner has requested the use of my 
military forces to assist on the maintenance of order. 
Beyond the point necessary to protect United States 
property I have refused to intervene. It is my belief 
that the events have injured the prestige of and local 
confidence in the Free French movement. 

Part 2: 

This is Cominch 082046. This action of Dargenlieu was 
devious and surreptious and unknown to me. Any impli¬ 
cation of American support thorof is unjustified. I 
do not believe that such action could have been accom¬ 
plished had not American troops been present. From a 
military standpoint tills may have injured the con- 
iidence of New Caledonians in Americans and will impair 
seriously the utility of their militia as part of my 
forces”. Kay 7th "Further reference political situation 
here Incarceration of Exgovernor Sautot and prominent 
citizens plus the deceptive moans employed has so in¬ 
creased temper of population against Dargenlieu and 
his mission that open violence is now more Imminent E 
from military standpoint resulting disorders can be ”* 
highly favorable to enemy. Part three follows. 

Part 3: 

The strike continues. I believe that demonstrations 
will continue and grow in Intensity until souroe of 
trouble is removed by some means. The source of trouble 
13 Dargenlieu and hi 3 mission. I believe Dargenlieu 
instigated the arrests previously reported at most 
inopportune time. While professing an understanding of 
my neutral attitude he seeks and oxpects me to use 
American troops against the common people of NEW CALEDONIA 
to protect him in his mission* If I use our troops to 
suppress this incipient rebellion against the present 
H£gh Commissioner and his mission I will lose the military 
support of the local militia and the entire population 
which is Important to U.S. militarily. The recent 
actions of Dargenlieu especially in view of the present 
military situation now cause me to be distrustful of 
hi 3 motives. This is further accentuated by the fact 
that potential fifth columnists appear to be prominent 4 c -1 
against his now advisors. 

(amongst)? 
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Memorandum for Vice Admiral Ghoraley (Aidac despatches) 


I 



MAY OCT 

09 0117 CINCPAC TO COMTASKFOR 17 INPO OTF 16. ETC. 

Desire you retire with YORKTOWN, LEXINGTON, ASTORIA, 
PORTLAND, CHESTER, ANDERSON, HAMMAN, WALKS. RUSSEL, 
MORRIS to West Coast if practicable otherwise PEARL. 
Have other forces now under you join Halsey when you 
can release them. My 080351 modified accordingly. 

My 022155 KANAWHA or CUYAMA or both vd. 11 be sent to 
BLEACHER if you desire to fuel there. SAMOA not 
available. 


09 0207 CINCPAC TO COMINCH 

Withdrawal directed My 090117 based on following: (a) 
Damage to both carriers and heavy loss of planes has 
reduced their effectiveness to the point where combat 
with undamaged carriers and shore based aircraft would 
result in almost certain loss both carriers, (b) It 
Is doubtful If either could return to contested area 
prior to Halseys arrival. (c) Consider it undesirable 
to undertake extensive repairs PEARL, (d) LEXINGTON 
requires adequate excort. Excorts have been on 
strenuous duty for almost three months and most require 
work which can best be accomplished on coast. 


08 2010 COMINCH TO CCMNAVFORCES EUROPE INPO CINCPAC 

This is part one of Cominch 082046. Five-parts in all. 
Following despatch received by Chief of Sfaff from 
General Patch who commands all military forces NEW 
CALEDONIA May 6th ’’The following change in the local 
political situation is reported reference your radio 
to NEW CALEDONIA April 3. Governor Sautot and four 
leading NEW CALEDONIA citizens have been arrested by 
High Commissioner Admiral Dargenlieu and confined 
"N* S' aboard the Free French Ounboat CHEVREUIL last night 

about 7:30 p.m. Early today the CHEVREUIL departed 
fcr an unnanounced destination. In protest Dargenlieus 
action a general strike has been called with public 
/ demonstrations and the population Is highly incensed. 

V 1 
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Memorandum for Vice Admiral Ohoraley (Aidac despatches) 


MAY OCT 

02 0641 

02 1430 

051315 

08 0204 

00 1030 


CINCPAC TO C0M30WESPAC 


Task Force Sixteen should arrive your area about twelve 
May. Request include now in your intelligence bulletins. 
Task Force One returning to Coast, 

COMINCH TO CINCPAC. GfiMSPUtfESPAC 

My 102032 April must not be construed as eliminating 
the possibility that enemy may attack HAWAII - MIDWAY 
line or launch attacks against our lines of communi¬ 
cation via GILBERT-ELLICE-SAMOA line. 

COMINCH TO COMSWPACPOR INFO CINCPAC 

Admiralty request discouragement of reported Japanese 
salvage operations of HMS PRINCE OF V?ALES or HMS REPULSE 
in position 03-40 North 104-30 East by submarine attack 
on salvage vessels. 

Also say to General MacArthur that I wish to emphasize 
importance of suhnarine attacks on enemy ships and 
shipping proceeding to and from BURMA via SINGAPORE 
as Indicated in My 171750 April, 

COMTASKFOR 17 TO CINCPAC INFO COMSOWEPAC. COMINCH 

LEXINGTON two torpedo hits possibly more port side. 

Number 4 fireroom flooded. Number 2 and 6 boiler rooms 
leaking but under control. YORKTOV/N 2 bomb hits many 
near misses. Maximum speed 26 knots. Plane losses 
believed heavy. One enemy carrier received two one 
thousand pound bomb hits two torpedo hits. Other enemy 
carrier undamaged. Enemy had superiority in number 
fighters. 

C0MAI4PHF0RPAC TO COMINCH INFO CINCPAC. C0M3WESPACF0R 

Present situation Southwest Pacific impels me again to 
invite attention many HOKIITLY trained and experienced 
PREP BAKER YOKE crows if equipped with long range bombers 
could provide important increase in our offensive strongth. 
in that area. Originlator ConAmphibforPac. Admiral 
McCain estimates less than one week required for trainingj--, 
and sea experience these pilots invaluable present ^ 

opportunity to destroy enemy sliipping and men of war. 
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^ WD 3669 WD WASH TO COMGENHAWDEPT 

O ... —- 

This morning Navy reports plane tenders under Cincpac's 
control leaving San Francisco May 11th with inspection 
party for your area or southward thereof. Suggest you 
contact Cincpac for authority to join in such parts of 
trip as are feasible under present plans. Navy asked 
you to notify us if arrangements difficulties arise. 

Keep us advised of changes in proposed itinerary, and 
location on various dates. Attention invited to recent 
New Caledonia meassages regarding political relations to 
military situation - MARSHALL. 

^ 12 0245 NAS DUTCH HARBOR TO COMALASKAN SECTOR 


O 

11 2150 

G 




Serious doubt exists in minds submarine commanders that 
Russian merchantmen in operating in and near Japanese waters 
between Petropavlovsk and Vladivostok display any neutral 
identification to differentiate them from Japanese vessels 
possibility exists such lack of identification is requirement 
of Japan request information effective submarine operations 
vicinity enemy waters require attack on all unidentified 
vessels. 

CHIEF OF STAFF ARMY COMINCH TO -Y $VI (V-c_ ) , OL 

From Chief of Staff US Army and Comdr in Chief US Fleet 
Action Supreme Comdr Southwest Pacific x Cincpac x Cinclant x 
Comg. Dgen Panama Canal Deptmt x Comsoupac xComsouwespacfor x 
Comdr. NavFor Europe x Comdg. Generals Western, Eastern, 

Central and Southern Defense Commands, Comdrs all sea frontiers 
x Opnav x Man Hook Pass to Andrews x Leary deliver Macarthur x 
Western and Eastern Sea Frontiers and Commandant 8th NavDist 
deliver respective defense commands x Opnav deliver Comdr 
Central Defense Command xx Boundary lines of Ocean areas, 

Sea Frontiers, and National Areas of strategic responsibility 
are designed to give a general definition to usual fields of 
operations x They are not designed to restrict or prevent 
'responsible commanders from extending operations outside 
their assigned areas when 3uch action will assist or support 
freiendly forces, when it is necessary to accomplish the task 
in hand, or when it will promote the common cause. Comdrs 
of adjacent areas should keep each other informed as to 
operations in the vicinity and make direct arrangements for 
support and cooperation 
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12 0255 CINCPAC TO COMWESSEAFRONT 


r* 


a 


Understand Fantan movement in 2076 contemplates that only 
2 ships make there initially and that completion involves 
shuttling remainder between there and Fulcrum x Appreciate 
New Zealand troops must be returned Homeland x para x 
Army here considers Fantan Harbor can accommodate all ships 
x Air coverage is available there x para x Recommend all 
Fantan movement in 2076 go there direct and further that 
ships not required for evacuation be used on homeward trip 
to carry large amount native cargo now understood accumulated 
that port x Requirement for escorts will be materially reduced 
by this procedure. 



2 0731 


O 


o 



CINCPAC TO COIvlT RAN SPIV 3. 10 

Completion present tasks in Straw and Bleacher convoys 
Transdivs 8 and 10 proceed as follows x Afirm x McCawley, 

Fuller depart Strawstack about 14 May proceed via direct 
route to Wellington New Zealand paren code name Longbow 
repeat Longbow paren x Baker x American Legion, Neville 
depart about 16 May Hunter Liggett about 30 May from Bleacher 
proceed direct Longbow x Cast x Fomalhaut Bellatric when 
unloaded date indefinite depart Straswstack proceed Longbow x 
via Bleacher. Units under Afirm to Cast inclusive after 
arrival Longbow report to V.A. Ghormley for duty in Amphibfor 
SouPac x Dog x Heywood, George Fox Elliot, Bafcnett continue 
duty under NTS when unloaded proceed independently to San 
Francisco via San Pedro fcr fuel on routings being furnished 
by Comwesseafront estimated departure dates Heywood from 
Strawstack 14 May Elliot from Bleacher same day Barnett 
from Bleacher 16 May x Comtaskfor 17 has been authorized to 
modify orders of either Elliot or Barnett to carry excess 
personnel to Pearl enroute San Francisco if required x All 
three San Francisco ships are to arrive there by 12 June 
at latest x Ships destined West Coast are to fuel only 
sufficient to reach San Pedro with prudent reserve x ships destined 
Longbow are to fuel sufficient to reach that port with reserve 
equal to 3,000 miles normal steaming x Provisions available 
Longbow x Comtransdiv 10 arrange transfer Heywood landing 
craft to ships proceeding from Strawstack to Longbow and 
advise Comtransdiv 8 additional craft which can be left at 
Bleacher to be picked up by Fomalhaut and Bellatrix x NavAtt 
Wellington pass to NZNB and BOWMAN X Comtransdiv 10 pass to 
Commander Defense Force Samoan Area x Comtransdiv 8 pass to 
ComGen Bleacher all for info 
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12 1245 



COMINCH TO CINGPAC 


Prior to operation in Pacific consider essential 2 
squadrons Wasp SB2U airplanes be replaced by SBD x 
Also desirable replace TBD with TBP x if accomplished 
at San Diego half of present VSB personnel plus VTB 
personnel can be sent overland to receive planes 
familiarize and join Wasp on arrival x If accomplished 
Norfolk it will be necessary to bring 30 TBD east by 
time Wasp arrives x Latter course obviates necessity 
visiting San Diego x Comment. 


12 0900 

O 


o 12 1329 


CO VMF 212 TO SNAP MAG 21 PH. CTF-9 

Visited Roses today will require at least 20 days more 
construction for satisfactory temporary operations. Navy 
engineers just arrived to complete field. Fourth Defense 
270 Radar operation. My 270 serial 106 not yet installed. 

6 men assigned will keep in touch with progress. Will 
carry on best possible at Noumea mean time x Little, Martin, 
Ross deserve plenty credit x Little sending requisition x 
Men and equipment arrived and unloaded Roses today. 

OPNAV TO COMSOWESPACFOR 


o 

12 1951 


Inquiry from Admiralty states belief that US tankers being 
used maintain naval stocks Suva now and will continue do so 
in future. Noting that E. J # Henry was employed recently 
that connection has committment been made to replenish stocks 
as necessary with Navy allocated tankers assigned to 
Australia, New Zealand program. Suggest desirability this 
procedure if not already in effect. 

CINCPAC TO COMTASKFOR 1. SARATOGA 



Saratoga hereby assigned temporarily to TF 1 is scheduled 
conduct trials Puget Sound 25-27 May then proceed San,Diego 
for training x Comtaskfor one direct four DD join Saratoga 
Puget Sound by 25 May provide escort and plane guard services 
during trials voyage to San Diego and training until relieved 
about 5 June by other destroyers to be designated by me 
later x Assign Task Group number x Battleship operations 
may be limited as required by this diversion of your DDs. 
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13 0305 




CINCPAC TO VARIOUS 


Night attacks on Oahu and/or outlying islands by 4 
engined seaplanes may occur on or after 16 May. In 
order to make attack on Oahu it is believed fueling 
from submarine or shore cache must be accomplished x 
Appropriate alert against night attack including 
following measures will be taken. Prom 16 May until 
further notice. Comtaskfor 9 base 2 patrol planes at 
Midway. Midway observe islands and reefs within 400 
miles of that place particularly in the late afternoon. 
Daily search plane in appropriate sector scrutinize 
all islands passed in the northwest chain. Armv patrol 
French Frigate Shoal area with bombers in late after¬ 
noon and attack enemy units sighted. Comcarpac (ADM) 
base 6 marine fighter barking sands and provide for 
fighters direction from Kauai radars by Lt Comdr Griffin 
and two assistants using transmitters provided by navy, 
cincpac communication officer will assist in arrange¬ 
ments. Comcarpac clear details as necessary with Com¬ 
mander Interceptor command. Para. Cincpac has augmented 
present mine and observations defenses French Frigate 
Sh/oal as follows. Special submarine patrol copy of 
whose orders is herewith furnished addressees and who 
must not be attacked. PREBLE patrolling vicinity clear 
of own submarine patrol. Observation post specially 
alerted 
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13 2043 CINCPAC TO CTF-17 INFO COMINCH, CTF-1 

Direct Pitch and staff proceed on transport from 
BLEACHER to West Coast and join SARATOGA there as 
Commander new Task Force 11 to be formed on SARATOGA. 

13 2323 COMINCH TO HELM (ROSES ) 

Following despatch from Chief of Staff, Army, for 
delivery to Commanding General, ROSES Task Force: 

Can heavy or medium bomber squadron operate from 
your air base for extensive operations for limited 
period (Marshall to Chamberlain) query. Report 
actual stockage of following: Airplane ammunition 
by caliber, number of bombs by size, amount of 
aviation gasoline available. Immediate reply re¬ 
quested. 















e n a n^i 






MAY GOT 



14 1527 


COMINCH TO CINCPAC INFO COS US ARMY 


AS AGREED BY THE JOINT CHIEFS OF STAFF THE PRINCIPLES 
OF JOINT COMINCH AND CHIEF OF STAFF USA 251745 MARCH AND 
191630 APRIL FORWARDED MY SERIAL 0733 MAY 1, ARE EXTENDED 
TO THE HAWAIIAN COASTAL AND SEA FRONTIERS AND A STATE OF 
FLEET OPPOSED INVASION IS DECLARED NOW IN EFFECT. 

YOU ARE DIRECTED AS FOLLOWS: ESTABLISH A SEPARATE DEFENSE 
SECTOR EMBODYING THE HAWAIIAN COASTAL FRONTIER AS 
DELINEATED IN YOUR HAWAIIAN DEFENSE PLANE ONE AND JOINT 
HAWAIIAN COASTAL FRONTIER DEFENSE PLAN. ORGANIZE A 
DEFENSIVE TASK FORCE COMPRISING ALL ARMY AND NAVY FORCES 
SPECIFICALLY ASSIGNED BY CINCPAC FOR LOCAL DEFENSE OF 
THE SECTOR AND DESIGNATE THE COMMANDING GENERAL HAWAIIAN 
DEPARTMENT AS THE TASKFORCE COMMANDER HAWAIIAN DEFENSE 
SECTOR. FORM SEA FRONTIER TASK FORCES AS APPROPRIATE. 

MAKE SUITABLE CHANGES YOUR HAWAIIAN DEFENCE PLAN ONE TO 
EFFECT THE FOREGOING. 

THE ABOVE CHANGES DO NOT EFFECT THE HIGHER UNITY OF 
COMMAND HELD BY CINCPAC OVER ALL ARMED FORCES PACIFIC 
OCEAN AREA SPECIFIED IN COMINGH SECRET 031905 APRIL. 

INFORM COMGEN HAWAIIAN DEPARTMENT. YOUR SERIAL 042W 
MARCH 13. 


14 1842 OPNAV TO CINCPAC INFO COM-12 


Underwater defense material and personnel for instal¬ 
lation including nets leaving SAN FRANCISCO on SS HENRY 
KNOX about 22 May for FANTAN and FULCRUM same for WHITE 
POPPY and ROSES probably several days later ship 
unknown. Installation nets FANTAN 2 considered urgent 
as protection Army transports commencing about 10 June. 
Request CinCPac render all practicable assistance. 
Reported that CATALPA (YN-5) EBONY (YN-10) expected 
ready in time to proceed with HENRY KNOX. Your 120155 
CHESTNUT availability would appear too late for purposes 
at FANTAN 2. 


14 1905 COMGENHAWDEPT TO 


INFO CINCPAC 


Following from Arnold for your information. WD plans 
to establish squadron of 8 B-17s and squadron of 13 
B-26 at NEW CALEDONIA and duplicate strength at FIJI. 
EFATE to be used as advanced air base and TONGATABU 
to be available if necessary. Movement to be completed 
by May 25th. Adequate stocks of fuel bombs and ammuni¬ 
tion to be established at all four bases. Special 
attention to dispersion and camouflage signed EMMONS. 
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14 1950 PALMYRA TO CINCPAC 

Prom Ghormley: Please inform BOBCAT and BLEACHER 
regret unable visit them this time hope to do so 
later time. Your 140541. Am proceeding CANTON today 
Thursday and SUVA 15th. Please inform SUVA. Contem¬ 
plate having: Elpeck and Lt.Comdr. Punk visit STRAW- 
STACK Friday to confer with ComdGen regarding pos¬ 
sibility using STRAWBOARD contingent temporarily 
defense NANDI aerdrome pending arrival Army that place. 
Please notify Price. 

14 2100 COMINCH TO CINCPAC 

THIS IS COMINCH 142140 PART ONE OP POUR COMING: 

ANSWERING QUERY PROM MARSHALL REGARDING COOPERATION OP 
FORCES MAY 1ST TO 12TH THIS IS PARAPHRASE MACARTHURS 
REPLY OPERATION PLAN OP AIR FORCE IN CORAL SEA AREA 
REQUIRED EXTENSIVE RECONNAISSANCE GENERAL AREA SOLOMONS 
SOUTHEASTWARD PROM NEW IRELAND TO BOUNDARY BETWEEN AREAS: 
SAME DIRECTION PROM BUNA AREA A PATROL ALONG NEW GUINEA 
AND LOUISIADE NORTH COAST TO LIMIT OP RANGE THEN WESTWARD 
SOUTH OP THESE ISLANDS TO MORESBY, CORAL SEA WEST OP 
TULAGI, OPP TOWNSVILLE ISLE ZONE EXTENDING 500 MILES: IN 
AREA MORESBY RABAUL MADANG THURSDAY ISLAND A PLANK 
RECONNAISSANCE PATROL: ACROSS MOUTH GULP CARPENTERIA 
AND OPP DARWIN NORMAL PATROLS. ASSEMBLED IN NORTH EAST 
AUSTRALIA MAXIMUM AIR STRIKING FORCE FOR USE AGAINST 
NAVAL UNITS. PURSUIT APIRM CAST AND AFIRM APIRM (AA) 
DEFENSES ALERTED. PRIOR THESE STEPS ATTACKED ENEMY AIR 
FACILITIES AND SHIPPING SUCCESSFULLY. COORDINATED 
RECONNAISSANCE MISSIONS WITH NAVY AND FURNISHED DETAILED 
INFORMATION TO COMTASKFOR. ALSO INFORMED HIM THROUGH 
LEARY WOULD GIVE MAXIMUM SUPPORT WITH LAND BASED AIR AND 
ARRANGE COMSOPACPOR FOR AIR RECONNAISSANCE GENERAL AREA 
NOUMEA AND NEW HEBRIDES NORTH AND NORTHWESTWARD TO AREA 
BOUNDARY. PART TV/O FOLLOWS. 

14 2109 COMINCH TO CINCPAC 

PART TWO: PARAGRAPH CONSIDER COORDINATION WITH TASK 
FORCE WAS ATTAINED. DUE TO DISTANCES REQUIRED OP ATTACKING 
AIRCRAFT WHICH HAD TO USE ONE BOMB BAY TANK, UNSUITABILITY 
OP HYPO APIRM ATTACKS AGAINST MOBILE TARGETS AND WEATHER 
IN NORTHERN PART OP AREA OPERATIONAL RESULTS WERE ONLY 
PAIR. ALL CLASSES BOMBARDMENT NOW IN AUSTRALIA FORCED 
OPERATE HIGH ALTITUDES FOR PROTECTION PROM AA FIRE AND 
PURSUIT. INESCAPABLE CONCLUSION ON THIS METHOD BOMBING 
ONLY PARTIALLY EFFECTIVE AGAINST SHIPS UNDERWAY AND NOT 
ECONOMIC PROM STANDPOINT OF EQUIPMENT. URGENTLY NEED 
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14 2109 ( COMINCH TO CINCPAC Cont'd. ) 

DIVE BOMBERS AND TORPEDO PLANES WITH ADEQUATE RANGE, 
PERFORMANCE AND DEFENSIVE ARMAMENT FOR USE WITHOUT 
PURSUIT PROTECTION AGAINST SURFACE CRAFT. ATTENTION 
CALLED TO RESTRICTION IMPOSED ON EFFECTIVE RANGE OF 
OPERATING AIR FORCE BECAUSE MORESBY DUE LIMITED 
DEVELOPMENT WILL ACCOMODATE ONLY FEW BOMBARDMENTS 
PART THREE WILL COME. 

14 2118 COMINCH TO CINCPAC 

PART THREE: AS NAVAL TASK FORCE COMMANDER IS RESPONSIBLE 
ONLY FOR IMMEDIATE TACTICAL EXECUTION THERE IS SOME 
DANGER IN COORDINATING OPERATIONS OF THIS TYPE BECAUSE 
SUCH MOVEMENTS MUST BE ORIENTED WITH REGARD TO THE PAST 
AND FUTURE OF THE CAMPAIGN CARRIED OUT IN THE AFFECTED 
AREA IN ORDER TO EXERCISE A SUCCESSFUL INFLUENCE. 

EFFECTIVE COORDINATION OF EFFORT BETWEEN NAVAL AND AIR 
FORCES IS DIFFICULT. BUT WHEN LAND FORCES ARE INVOLVED 
THE OPERATIONS MUST BE PLANNED AND EXECUTED BY THE AREA 
COMMANDER ON WHOSE AREA OPERATIONS TAKE PLACE X NARRATIVE 
OF AIR MISSIONS BY DATES FOLLOWS SECOND 8 B-26 ATTACK 
RABAUL 6 B-17 FAIL REACH SAME OBJECTIVE LATER DUE WEATHER. 
THIRD 2 B-17 ATTACK RABAUL. FOURTH 9 B-17 FAILED ACCOUNT 
WEATHER REACH RABAUL BUT SIX ATTACKED LAE REPEAT LAE AS 
DID 3 OF NINE P-39. 6 B-26 ATTACK BUNAKUNAN. FIFTH 

ON ALERT ALL BAKER SEVENTEEN AND B-26. SIXTH 2 OF 3 
B-17 REACH AND ATTACK TARGET AT BUKA PASSAGE 3 MORE ATTACK 
WOODLARK ISLAND PART 4 FOLLOWS 

14 2140 COMINCH TO CINCPAC 

PART 4 AND FINAL: 7TH 10 B-17 ATTACK NEAR DEBOYNE. 

8TH 8 B-17 ATTACK CONVOY BUT SIX B-26 FAILED LOCATE IT 
AND ATTACK KITOBA. 9TH WEATHER FR EVENTED ONE B-17 
REACH RABAUL BUT ATTACKED PLANES DEBOYNE. 6 B-26 FAILED 
SAME MISSION BUT 3 ATTACKED TORLESSE ISLAND. 5 MEDIUM 
AND 9 HEAVY FAILED DUE DARKNESS TO ATTACK CARRIERS EAST 
TOWNSVILLE. TENTH 7 B-25 FAILED REACH SHIPPING LAE AND 
FINCH BUT 4 ATTACKED DEBOYNE ALSO ONE B-26 ON AIRCRAFT 
THERE. ELEVENTH 9 B-17 UNABLE LOCATE CARRIER ATTACKED 
SHIPPING AT KESSA. 3 B-26 FAILED REACH RABAUL ACCOUNT 
WEATHER ATTACK DEBOYNE. 12TH WEATHER REQUIRED CANCEL 
MISSION 3 B-17 4 B-26 BUT CONTINUED RECONNAISSANCE WITH 
B-25 HUDSONS CATALINAS AND SOME B-17. 
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MAY GOT 
14 1247 


15 1910 


16 0447 


OPNAV TO CINCPAC 

Information requested your probable requirements for 
offensive influence mines and where depot facilities 
with special personnel should be located. Mines now 
available are Mark 12 for submarines, Mark 12 mod 1 
parachute type for torpedo planes and mark 13 for 
bombing planes. 

COMINCH TO CINCPAC 

Transmit to Patch for Action. Ascertain from D’Argenlieu 
when he will have Chevreuil carry out Free French occupa¬ 
tion of Wallis. Impress on him urgency of early action in 
this matter. Chief of Staff Army informed. 

CINCPAC TO ALUSNA WELLINGTON 

Request New Zealand Chiefs of Staff to direct Commanding 
Officer New Zealand Air Forces, Fiji, to report to the 
GOC Fiji under the principle of unity of command. Am 
directing the commanding officer, U.S. air forces that 
place to conform. 


MAY GCT 
14 1247 


15 1910 


16 0447 
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10 2347 CINCPAC TO COMINCH 



S\ LOSS OP LEXINGTON REPRESENTS ONE FIFTH OUR CARRIER 

STRENGTH IN PACIFIC X JPA LOSS ONE LARGE CARRIER WITH 
TEMPORARY SERIOUS DAMAGE TO ANOTHER LARGE CARRIER 
APPROXIMATES ONE FIFTH ENEMY CARRIER STRENGTH X AT 
PRESENT STAGE OF OUR CARRIER BUILDING PROGRAM WE CAN 
NOT AFFORD TO SWAP LOSSES WITH THIS RATIO X JAP 
SUCCESSES TO DATE DUE PRIMARILY TO DECISIVE AIR 
SUPERIORITY AND POSSESSION OF MANY MUTUALLY SUPPORT¬ 
ING AIR RASES X OUR AIRCRAFT STAGING POINTS BETWEEN 
WEST COAST AND XRAY TOO WIDELY SEPARATED TO BE 
MUTUALLY SUPPORTING TO SAME DEGREE AND EACH IS 
VULNERABLE TO DETERMINED MAJOR ATTACK DUE TO LACK 
SUFFICIENT AIR STRENGTH X EACH STAGING POINT MAY 
BE CONSIDERED AS A FIXED CARRIER WHICH CANNOT BE 
SUNK BUT WHICH CAN BE CAPTURED OR RENDERED VALUELESS X 
EACH POINT MUST BE GIVEN SUFFICIENT AIR STRENGTH TO 
FORCE ENEMY ACCEPT LARGE RISKS IN CAPTURE ATTEMPTS 
WHILE IN MEANTIME WE BUILD UP OUR GENERAL AIR 
STRENGTH X IMPORTANCE PACIFIC AREA TO OUR NATIONAL 
INTEREST REQUIRES RESURVEY OF DISTRIBUTION OF 
AMERICAN PLANE OUTPUT WITH LARGER ALLOCATION PLANES 
TO PACIFIC AREAS X PARTICULARLY NEEDED ARE CARRIER 
TYPE PLANES WITH MAXIMUM MILITARY CHARACTERISTICS X 
ALSO NEEDED ARE LONG RANGE NAVAL LANDPLANE BOMBERS TO 
AFFORD RELATIVELY SAFE AND EFFICIENT PATROLLING AND 
SCOUTING IN THE FACE OF THE ENEMY AND TO PROVIDE 
STRONG STRIKING FORCE X 

11 2100 COMTASKFOR 11 TO CINCPAC 

I CONCUR WITH FLETCHERS 110216 EXCEPT BELIEVE ENEMY 
CARRIER AIRCRAFT DO SEARCH X ADD FOLLOWING X HOWEVER HIGH 
COORDINATION EXISTS BETWEEN ENEMY SHORE AND CARRIER AIR¬ 
CRAFT IN CONTRAST TO OUR PRESENT SITUATION X BELIEVE 
ENEMY SHORE PLANES AND CARRIERS ARE RADAR EQUIPPED X 
ENEMY NOW USING ME 109 FIGHTERS FROM CARRIERS AS WELL 
AS ZEROS X THE FORMER APPEAR TO HAVE ARMOR AND PROTECTED 
TANKS X ENEMY FIGHTERS AND TORPEDO PLANES GREATLY OUT¬ 
PERFORM OUR PRESENT CARRIER TYPES X OUR AA FIRE IS STILL 
RELATIVELY INEFFECTIVE BUT IS SUPERIOR TO JAPS X COMBAT 
PATROL MUST PATROL AT 20,000 FEET IF SUCCESSFUL INTERCEPTION 
IS TO BE MADE. 
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12 1950 


COMINCH TO CINCPAC 


COMINCH 121950 PART 2 FINAL SAME ADEES XX ARMY HAS BEEN 
REQUESTED BUILD UP BASE PERSONNEL AND FACILITIES IN 
POPPY ROSES FANTAN BLEACHER PARA I CONSIDER YOU SHOULD 
TRANSFER AIRCRAFT SERVICE UNITS TO POPPY AND FANTAN 
ADEQUATE FOR 0PERATING1 CARRIER CROUP PLUS ADDITIONAL 
VPB AT EACH PLACE X SUGGEST IMMEDIATE USE OF YORKTOWN 
AND LEXINGTON PLANES AND AVIATION SERVICING PERSONNEL 
THAT CAN BE SPARED AS TELL AS ORGANIZED SERVICE UNITS 
UNDERSTOOD NOW AT PEARL PARA AVIATION FUEL SITUATION 
OBSCURE CONSIDERABLE NUMBERS ARMY AND NAVY BOMBS IN 
AREA BUT NO TORPEDOES OR FACILITIES X ARMY BOMBS MAY 
REQUIRE ADAPTERS X THIS MATTER CONSIDERED MOST URGENT 
DESIRE EARLY ADVICE YOUR ARRANGEMENTS X 

14 0517 CINCPAC TO COMGENHAWDEPT 

COMMANDING GENERAL HAWAIIAN DEPARTMENT FROM CINCPAC X 
FOLLOWING IS DISPATCH 132140 FROM COMINCH TO CINCPAC X 
QUOTE X--X UNQUOTE X THIS FOR YOUR INFORMA¬ 

TION X CINCPAC SUGGESTS ALL EQUIPMENT OF AA REGIMENT 
BE SENT X DESIRE INFORMATION ASSISTANCE REQUIRED 
ESPECIALLY GROUND CREWS AND PILOTS AT EARLIEST DATE X 

14 0541 CINCPAC TO PALMYRA 

FOR VICE ADMIRAL GHORMLEY X HEAVY AND MEDIUM ARMY BOMBERS 
ARE BEING DIVERTED TO SUVA AND CALEDONIA X A NUMBER OF 
THESE PLANES MAY BE MANNED BY NAVY PILOTS X DESIRE GET 
THESE UNITS READY FOR OPERATIONS EARLIEST DATE X IMPERATIVE 
COMAIRSOPAC ESTABLISH COMMAND ALL SHORE BASED AIR FORCES 
SOPAC GET EFATE IN OPERATING CONDITION AND SET UP ADEQUATE 
AIR RAID WARNING SYSTEM THROUGHOUT ISLANDS THAT ARE UNDER 
CONTROL INCORPORATING IN IT PRESENT AUSTRALIAN AND NEW 
ZEALAND COAST ’MATCHING PERSONNEL X EXPEDITE X OMIT BOBCAT 
AND BLEACHER PRESENT ITINERARY X 

14 0747 CINCPAC TO COMINCH 


MY 140639 THIRD SENTENCE CHANGE TO READ ALL PARTS REFER¬ 
ENCE NUMBER 140639 X FROM CINCPAC TO COMINCH X PARA TWO X 
CHANGE TO READ CONSIDER THAT THE PRIMARY TASKS 
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14 0639 CINCPAC TO COMINCH 


PART ONE OF FIVE PARTS ALL REFERENCE 140639 XX FROM OWN 
ESTIMATE WHICH AGREES IN GENERAL WITH OPNAV 121920 ENEMY 
PLANS APPEAR TO BE X AFIRM X DELAY MORESBY OFFENSIVE 
UNTIL MORE STRENGTH IS ASSEMBLED HOLDING TRANSPORTS IN 
GENERAL RABAUL AREA X BAKER X PROCEED WITH THE OCCUPATION 
OF NAURU AND OCEAN ISLANDS X CAST X POSSIBLY EXTEND 
OPERATIONS REFERRED TO IN BAKER ABOVE TO THE EASTWARD 
PRIMARILY WITH CRUISERS AND DESTROYERS X DOG X ATTACK 
OAHU NEAR FUTURE WITH LONG RANGE SEA PLANES X EASY X 
ASSEMBLE LARGE STRIKING FORCE WHICH FROM ITS COMPOSITION 
AND LOADING WITH ATTACK GAS APPEARS PREPARATION FOR 
ATTACK ON POPULOUS AREA DASH PROBABLY OAHU POSSIBLY WEST 
COAST X PARA TWO X I CONSIDER THAT THE PRIMARY TASKS I 
AM ASSIGNED CAN BEST BE ACCOMPLISHED UNDER PRESENT CON¬ 
DITIONS BY X AFIRM MAKING OAHU IMPREGNABLE X BAKER 
PLACING SUFFICIENT STRENGTH UPON EACH BASE OF THE CHAIN 
TO INFLICT CONSIDERABLE LOSSES UPON ATTACKING ENEMY AND 
AT LEAST DELAY HIM X CAST MAINTAINING OUR STRIKING 
FORCES IN A STATE OF MAXIMUM MOBILITY TO ACT AGAINST 
ADVANCING ENEMY FORCES OR TO CONDUCT OFFENSIVE OPERA¬ 
TIONS AS OPPORTUNITY PRESENTS X 

THIS IS PART TWO OF MY 140639 XX PARA THREE X FULLY 
CONCUR THAT SHORE BASES SHOULD BE REINFORCED BY VPB 
AND VB X I AM STRONGLY CONVINCED HOWEVER THAT THIS 
SHOULD NOT BE DONE BY REDUCTION OF EITHER HAWAIIAN OR 
AUSTRALIAN AIR COMPONENTS X I AGREE THAT IT WOULD BE 
MOST DESIREABLE IF THE MOBILITY OF AIRCRAFT COULD BE 
UTILIZED TO REINFORCE ANY OF OUR BASES BY MOVEMENT OF 
AIRCRAFT FROM OTHER BASES WHICH APPEAR TO BE LESS 
THREATENED X CONSIDER HOWEVER THAT DISTANCE AND TIME 
AS WELL AS TECHNICAL FACTORS MAKE IT A FALLACY TO COUNT 
ON SUCH REENFORCEMENT AFTER ACUTE NEED ARISES X IN THE 
PRESENT SITUATION WE ARE FAR FROM READY TO EVEN CONSIDER 
SUCH A METHOD IN THAT BOTH OAHU AND AUSTRALIA HAVE NOT 
BEEN BROUGHT TO REASONABLE AIR STRENGTH AND THE OTHER 
BASES ARE NOT READY TO RECEIVE THE ADDITIONAL AIRCRAFT X 
THE LATTER IS MORE THAT A LACK OF SERVICE UNITS X THE 
FIELDS ARE NOT YET PHYSICALLY CAPABLE OF RECEIVING AND 
AFFORDING PROTECTION TO ANY NUMBER OF TEMPORARILY BASED 
AIRCRAFT X ROSES FOR INSTANCE IS NOT YET READY FOR ITS 
SQUADRON OF FIGHTERS X I NOTE THAT ARMY HAS BEEN RE¬ 
QUESTED TO PUSH THE WORK OF PREPARING AIR FIELDS IN 
THIS RESPECT AND I SHALL DO EVERYTHING IN MY POWER TO 
EXPEDITE THIS AT ALL BASES X 
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14 0741 NOW COMES PART THREE OF MY FIVE PART DISPATCH XX PARA 
FOUR X AS REGARDS OPERATION CARRIER GROUPS FROM SOUTH 
PACIFIC SHORE BASES WHEN LATTER HAVE BEEN DEVELOPED 
CONSIDER THIS EXCELLENT EMPLOYMENT FOR CARRIER REPLACE- 
MENT GROUPS X INTEND TAKE APPROPRIATE ACTION INCLUDING 
BASING OF CARRIER AIRCRAFT SERVICE UNITS AS RAPIDLY AS 
CARRIER REPLACEMENT GROUPS BECOME AVAILABLE AND MINIMUM 
ESSENTIAL SHORE FACILITIES ARE PROVIDED X CONSIDER IT 
INADVISEABLE TO UNDERTAKE IMMEDIATE USE OF YORKTOWN 
LEXINGTON PLANES AND AVIATION PERSONNEL IN THIS CON¬ 
NECTION X TOTAL REMAINING YORKTOWN LEXINGTON PLANES 
CONSIDERABLY LESS THAN ONE FULL GROUP X I INTEND RETURN 
YORKTOWN TO PEARL AND USE THESE PLANES WITH YORKTOWN 
AIR PERSONNEL FOR BRINGING YORKTOWN AIR GROUP UP TO 
STRENGTH X THIS GROUP WILL BE USEFUL PENDING YORKTOWN 
REPAIRS FOR ASSISTING STILL INADEQUATE DEFENSE OF OAHU 
AND WILL BE AVAILABLE FOR YORKTOWN AS SOON AS HER REPAIRS 
ARE FINISHED X ALL LEXINGTON PERSONNEL NOW SLATED FOR 
DIRECT RETURN WEST COAST FROM BLEACHER X BELIEVE THIS 
PLAN SHOULD BE FOLLOWED X RECOMMEND LEXINGTON CREW AND 
AIR GROUP PERSONNEL BE USED FOR COMMISSIONING ESSEX X 
RECOMMEND THOSE NOT IMMEDIATELY NEEDED FOR THIS PURPOSE 
BE RETAINED WITHIN THE NAVAL AERONAUTIC ORGANIZATION 
AND TRANSFERRED ESSEX PRIOR HER COMMISSIONING X 

14 0829 PART FOUR STARTS HERE MY 140639 XX PARA FIVE X EIGHTEEN 
PATROL PLANES FROM PEARL NOW BASED WITH TANGIER AT 
POPPY X INTEND FURTHER DISTRIBUTION PATROL PLANES SOUTH 
PACIFIC AREA AS RAPIDLY AS NUMBERS HERE MAKE; THIS PRAC¬ 
TICABLE X PARA SIX X THE ONLY SOLUTION PROMISING ADEQUATE 
SECURITY IS IMMEDIATE PROVISION ADDITIONAL AIRCRAFT BOTH 
ARMY AND NAVY IN NUMBERS AND TYPES PREVIOUSLY RECOMMENDED 
FOR HAWAIIAN AREA TOGETHER WITH AIRCRAFT FOR ISLAND BASES 
IN ADDITION TO THESE INCREASE X IN CONNECTION FOREGOING 
THERE ARE AT LEAST EIGHTEEN TRAINED PATROL PLANE CREWS 
W PATRON 61 AND 62 NOW AT ALAMEDA WHICH COULD WITHIN FEW 

DAYS TAKE OVER AND BRING TO PACIFIC AREA ARMY LANDPLANE 
BOMBERS X ACCORDING TO ANNEX EASY OF WPL DASH 46 DASH PC 
CANTON SHOULD BE ASSIGNED AN ARMY PURSUIT SQUADRON X 
UNDERSTAND THIS ASSIGNMENT CANCELLED BY WAR DEPT X 
RECOMMEND PLAN OR MODIFICATION USING BOTH PURUSIT AND 
ATTACK BE ADHERED TO X PARA SEVEN X AGREE HALSEY SHOULD 
REMAIN OUTSIDE OF RANGE OF SHORE RASED FIGHTERS TORPEDO 
BOMBERS AND DIVE BOMBERS EXCEPT UNDER CONDITIONS MEN¬ 
TIONED IN YOUR 121945 AND HALSEY IS BEING SO INSTRUCTED X 
IF HE ADVANCES NORTHWARD IN PRESENT AREA PAREN NEW 
HEBRIDES PAREN IT APPEARS IMPROBABLE HE CAN KEEP OUT 
~ OF RANGE OF LONG RANGE SEA PLANES X WHILE ONLY MINOR 

THREAT IN THEMSELVES THE KNOWLEDGE OF HALSEYS POSITION 
WOULD REDUCE BUT PERHAPS NOT PREVENT HIS PROSPECTS OF 
OBTAINING MARKED SUCCESS IF ENEMY MOVES TO NAURU AND 
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14 0829 (CONTINUED) 


OCEAN X HALSEY HAS AMPLE LATITUDE X HOWEVER IN VIEW OF 
CARRIER SITUATION WHICH WILL EXIST UNTIL SARATOGA AND 
s WASP ARE AVAILABLE COMMA POSSIBLE ENEMY STRENGTH UNDER 

PARA ONE AFIRM AND POSSIBLE THREAT UNDER PARA ONE EASY 
BELIEVE INSTRUCTIONS YOUR 272058 OF APRIL TO MAINTAIN 
A FORCE EQUIVALENT TO TASK FORCE SIXTEEN IN SOUTH 
PACIFIC AREA SHOULD BE REVIEWED SO THAT HE MAY BE RE¬ 
TAINED OR MOVED IN ACCORDANCE WITH INFORMATION RECEIVED X 


14 0853 NOW YOU HAVE PART FIVE AND FINAL OF MY 140639 XX PARA 

EIGHT X YOUR REFERENCE TO CONSERVING CARRIERS IS INTER¬ 
PRETED TO MEAN THAT THEY SHOULD NOT BE RISKED AGAINST 
SUPERIOR FORCES IN DEFENSE OF BASES WHICH CAN DEFEND 
THEMSELVES X IN THIS I CONCUR X PARA NINE X WOULD 
APPRECIATE YOUR OPINION AS TO EXTENT WE SHOULD OPPOSE 
NEXT AND ALMOST CERTAIN ATTACK ON MORESBY X THIS HAS 
IMPORTANT BEARING UPON EMPLOYMENT HALSEY AND ATTACK WILL 
INFLUENCE MACARTHUR AND HIS EMPLOYMENT OF PLANES X PARA 
TEN X IN ADDITION TO MEASURES ALREADY MENTIONED I PLAN X 
AFIRM X TO TAKE APPROPRIATE STEPS AGAINST EXPECTED SEA¬ 
PLANE ATTACK THIS AREA X BAKER X FIRST IF ENEMY DRIVE TO 
SOUTHEAST IS NOT INDICATED GIVE CONSIDERATION TO MOVING 
HALSEY TO CENTRAL PACIFIC SECOND MOVE SARATOGA TO THIS 
AREA AS SOON AS PRACTICABLE X TIME AND DISTANCES IN¬ 
VOLVED REQUIRE A DEFINITE DECISION IN THE NEAR FUTURE X 
THE END X 

13 2140 COMINCH TO CINCPAC 


FOR YOUR ADVANCE INFORMATION RE ARMY TENTATIVE PLANS 
MY 121950 X ARMY PLANES NOW ENROUTE AUSTRALIA WILL BE 
DIVERTED REPEAT DIVERTED AS FOLLOWS 8 HEAVY 13 MEDIUM 
BOMBERS TO SUVA AND LIKE NUMBERS TO CALEDONIA X ONE 
REGIMENT ANTIAIRCRAFT NOW OAHU WILL BE SENT SUVA AND 
REPLACED BY REGIMENT FROM WEST COAST WHICH IN TURN WILL 
BE REPLACED BY REGIMENT FROM EAST COAST X GENERAL EMMONS 
WILL EE DIRECTED PROVIDE ARMY AIR HEADQUARTERS AND NECES¬ 
SARY GROUND PERSONNEL FOR ARMY SQUADRONS X AFFORD EVERY 
POSSIBLE ASSISTANCE BY NAVY INCLUDING AID BY GROUND CREWS 
AND RELIEF PILOTS FROM LEXINGTON AND YORKTOWN AS AVAIL¬ 
ABLE X AIM IS TO GET THESE UNITS INTO POSITION BY MAY 
25TH OR AS SOON AFTERWARD AS POSSIBLE PARA CONSIDERED 
IMPERATIVE THAT AT EARLIEST POSSIBLE DATE COMA. IRS OP AC 
ESTABLISH COMMAND ALL SHOREBASED AIR FORCES SOPAC, GET EFATE 
IN OPERATING CONDITION, AND SET UP ADEQUATE AIR RAID WARNING 
SYSTEM THROUGHOUT ISLANDS THAT ARE UNDER CONTROL INCORPORAT¬ 
ING IN IT PRESENT AUSTRALIAN AND NEW ZEALAND COAST WATCHING 
PERSONNEL X OBTAIN DETAILS ARMY PLAN FROM EMMONS X CHIEF 
OF STAFF USA INFORMED X 
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? 15 2130 COMINCH TO CINCPAC 

THIS IS PART ONE OF TWO PARTS XX IN GENERAL AGREE YOUR 
140639 WITH THESE COMMENTS: COM 14 142138 AND INDICATED 
DATES DEPARTURE STRONG ENEMY UNITS FROM EMPIRE 'WATERS 
LAST WEEK MAY CREATES THE PRESUMPTION OF OFFENSIVE 
STARTING FROM TRUK 15 TO 20 JUNE AND LASTING MORE THAN 
ONE MONTH X WITH THIS LENGTH OF TIME AND PROBABLE NAVAL 
SUPPORTING FORCE OF 4BB 5 TO 7 CV 6 CA 4 CL NUMEROUS 
DD PLUS STRONG SHORE BASED AIR IT SEEMS PROBABLE THAT 
NOT ONLY MORESBY BUT ALSO EITHER NORTHEAST AUSTRALIA 
OR NEW CALEDONIA AND FIJI MAY BE OBJECTIVES X SINCE MAY 
12 THERE IS AN APPARENT SHIFT IN PART OF PLAN WHEREBY 
EXPEDITIONARY FORCE FOR CAPTURE MIDWAY MAY LEAVY GUAM 
SAIPAN ABOUT 24 MAY SUPPORTED BY AT LEAST CARDIV 3 X 
THIS MAY BE FOR ELIMINATING MIDWAY AS SUB REFUELING 
BASE AND ALSO TO DIVERT OUR FORCES AWAY FROM SOPAC X 
ALASKA IS ASSOCIATED BUT NOT CLEAR TO 'WHAT EXTENT X 
HOWLAND AND BAKER MAY BE OBJECTIVES PRESENT OPERATION 
INSTEAD OF NAURU AND OCEAN X WAR DEPT APPROVED NOT 
SENDING PURSUIT PLANES TO CANTON ON GENERAL EMMONS 
RECOMMENDATION X I AGREE PURSUIT SHOULD BE THERE BUT 
THEY MUST COME FROM HAWAII GARRISON PARA TODAYS REPORTS 
FROM SOPAC BASES GIVE MORE FAVORABLE VIEW THAN YOUR 
DESPATCH AS TO FEASIBILITY OF SHORE BASED AIR OPERATIONS XX 

^ 11 1245 COMINCH TO CINCPAC 
(15 0825) 

WHILE NOT FAMILIAR WITH ALL THE CIRCUMSTANCES ATTENDING 
OPERATIONS LAST WEEK I FEEL I MUST EXPRESS MY FEELING 
THAT DESTROYERS MIGHT HAVE BEEN USED IN NIGHT ATTACKS 
ON ENEMY ESPECIALLY SINCE JUNCTION OF TASK FORCES 11 
AMD 17 MADE A LARGE NUMBER OF DESTROYERS AVAILABLE X 


16 0200 COMTASKFORCE 17 TO CINCPAC 

YOUR 150825 X TASK FORCE 17 WAS ORGANIZED WITH AN ATTACK 
GROUP OF CRUISERS AND DESTROYERS FOR THE PURPOSE OF MAK¬ 
ING NIGHT AND DAY ATTACKS ON ENEMY SURFACE CRAFT AND A 
SUPPORT GROUP OF CRUISERS AND DESTROYERS TO PROTECT 
CARRIERS OR ATTACK SURFACE CRAFT X ON THE MORNING OF 7 
MAY THE SUPPORT GROUP 3 CRUISERS AND 3. DESTROYERS WERE 
DIRECTED TO DESTROY TRANSPORTS REPORTED MOVING THROUGH 
JOMARD PASS TOWARD MORESBY X AFTER THE ATTACK OF SHIPS 
OFF MISIMA ISLAND THE ONLY SURFACE SHIPS KNOWN TO BE IN 
RANGE OF A SURFACE FORCE ATTACK WERE THOSE WHICH THE 
SUPPORT GROUP HAD BEEN ORDERED TO DESTROY X WHEN TASK 
FORCE 17 WAS ATTACKED BY CARRIER PLANES AT SUNSET ON 
MAY TTH IT WAS REALIZED THAT CARRIER GROUPS WERE IN THE 
VICINITY BUT THEIR LOCATION WAS INDEFINITE X AT THAT TIME 
5 CRUISERS AND 7 DESTROYERS WERE WITH MY CARRIERS AND IT 
WAS NOT CONSIDERED THAT THE ATTACK GROUP WAS LARGE ENOUGH 
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16 0200 


(CONTINUED) 


TO MAKE A SUCCESSFUL SEARCH AND ATTACK WHEN THE DIRECTION 
OF ENEMY WAS UNKNOWN X AFTER THE CARRIER AIR ACTION ON 
MAY OTH SERIOUS CONSIDERATION WAS OIVEN TO SENDING THE 
ATTACK GROUP IN FOR SURFACE ATTACK THAT NIGHT BUT THE PLAN 
WAS REJECTED FOR THE FOLLOWING REASONS X IT WAS REPORTED 
THAT ONE OF THE ENEMY CARRIERS WAS UNDAMAGED AND THE LEX¬ 
INGTON REPORTED THAT RADIO INFORMATION INDICATED THAT A 
3RD CARRIER HAD JOINED THE ENEMY X THE ATTACK GROUP WOULD 
THEREFORE HAVE HAD TO SEARCH FOR AN ENEMY WHOSE LOCATION 
WAS KNOWN ONLY GENERALLY TO BE 135 MILES TO THE NORTHWARD 
IN THE AFTERNOON X IF STARTED IMMEDIATELY THE ELEMENT OF 
SURPRISE WOULD BE LOST WHILE APPROACHING IN DAYLIGHT 
SUBJECT TO ENEMY AIR ATTACK X BOTH OF MY CARRIERS WERE 
DAMAGED X OPERATING PLANES WERE GREATLY REDUCED IN NUMBERS X 
AND THE PRESENCE OF THE ATTACK GROUP WAS NEEDED FOR CARRIER 
DEFENSE X DESTROYERS WERE REDUCED TO ABOUT 50$ FUEL PRE¬ 
CLUDING HIGH SPEED OPERATIONS FOR ANY EXTENSIVE TIME X 
AFTER THE SINKING OF THE LEXINGTON AT NIGHTFALL SURFACE 
SHIPS WERE CROWDED WITH SURVIVORS UP TO 300$ OF COMPLE¬ 
MENT IN SOME CASES GREATLY REDUCING THEIR MILITARY 
EFFICIENCY X ACTING ON MY BEST JUDGMENT ON THE SPOT NO 
OPPORTUNITY COULD BE FOUND TO USE DESTROYERS IN NIGHT 
ATTACKS ON THE ENEMY EXCEPT THE ATTACK BY THE SUPPORT 
GROUP WHICH I ORDERED X 

16 0307 CINCPAC TO CTF 16 INFO CQMINCH ETC 

BELIEVE ENEMY ATTACK OCEAN AND NAURU INDEFINITELY POST¬ 
PONED X DESIRE YOU PROCEED TO HAWAIIAN AREA X AM ORDERING 
PLATTE AND CIMMARRON MONAGHAN AND HUGHES DEPART FROM 
NOUMEA ABOUT 2100 GCT 16TH AND PROCEED TOWARD POINT 
ACORN UNLESS OTHERWISE DIRECTED BY YOU X ATLANTA BEING 
DIRECTED TO SAME POINT TO AWAIT YOUR ORDERS X DESIRE 
MEREDITH REMAIN WITH TANGIER FOR PRESENT AND THAT SALT 
LAKE CITY REENFORCE SOUTHWEST PACIFIC FORCE UNTIL FURTHER 
ORDERS X AM DIVERTING KASKASKIA AND RAINIER TO BLEACHER 
FOR TIME BEING X TANGIER HAND TO VICE ADM GHORMLEY X 

17 0537 CINCPAC TO COMSOUWESPACFOR INFO COMINCH TANGIER 


FOR SUPREME COMDR X COMINCH HAS DIRECTED THAT ANY FUTURE 
PLANS FOR OPERATIONS IN SOUTH AND SOUTHWEST PACIFIC BE 
CONCERTED WITH YOURS X PLAN FOR IMMEDIATE FUTURE REQUIRES 
RETURN OF HALSEY TO HAWAIIAN AREA WHERE I EXPECT STRONG 
ATTACK X HAVE DETACHED FROM HALSEY SALT LAKE CITY AND 
MEREDITH WHICH WITH TANGIER WILL BE DIRECTED TO REPORT 
TO LEARY X THESE WITH GRACES SQUADRON ARE STRONGER THAN 
NAVAL FORCES ENEMY IS APPARENTLY LEAVING IN THE NEW 
BRITAIN DASH SOLOMON AREA FOR THE PRESENT X ARMY IS 
PLACING EIGHT HEAVY AND THIRTEEN LIGHT BOMBERS FROM 
THIS AREA ON EACH POPPY AND FANTAN X I AM SUPPLYING 
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17 0537 



17 050B 


-V 



(CONTINUED) 

TORPEDOES AND TORPEDO PERSONNEL TO SAME PLACES PLUS 
AIR SERVICE DETACHMENT BLEACHER X PREPARATION OF BASES 
TO RECEIVE TEMPORARY REINFORCEMENTS IS BEING RUSHED X 
PRIOR TO NEXT EXPLOYMENT CARRIER TASK FORCES IN YOUR 
AREA WILL SUBMIT GIST OF PLAN FOR YOUR COMMENT AND 
REQUEST INFORMATION AS TO YOUR PLANS FOR SOUWESPAC 
FORCES X FROM PRESENT KNOWLEDGE BELIEVE FLETCHERS 
OPERATIONS WERE REMARKABLY WELL TIMED AND EXECUTED AT 
THE LOCATION WHERE THE ENEMY WAS MOST VULNERABLE AND 
HE LITTLE SUBJECT TO ATTACK BY ENEMY SHORE BASED AIR X 
I GREATLY APPRECIATE THE EXCELLENT COOPERATION FURN¬ 
ISHED BY YOUR FORCES TO FLETCHER DURING THOSE ACTIV¬ 
ITIES X THE IMPROVEMENT TO BE SOUGHT WHEN SIZE OF YOUR 
FORCES PERMITS IS CLOSER AIR COVER BY SHORE BASED AIR 
PARTICULARLY FIGHTER PROTECTION FOR SURFACE FORCES 
UNDERTAKING SUCH TASKS AS \"/ERE ASSIGNED TO ADMIRAL 
GRACE X PARA X PLEASE INFORM ME WHAT AIR REENFORCEMENT 
COULD IN EMERGENCY BE STAGED FROM AUSTRALIA TO THE SOUTH 
PACIFIC TO REENFORCE POPPY ROSES FANTAN STRAW BLEACHER 
OR ANY OF THEM WHICH IF THE ESTIMATE OF COMINCH IS 
CORRECT MAY BE ATTACKED ABOUT THE MIDDLE OF JUNE X ANY 
SUGGESTIONS AS TO HAW CONCERT CAN BE BEST ATTAINED 
WOULD BE APPRECIATED X TANGIER DELIVER TO VICE ADMIRAL 
GHORMLEY X 

COMSOUTOSPACFOR TO CINCPAC 


FLETCHERS 152126 UNDER OPERATING CONDITIONS CORAL SEA 
BELIEVE PRESENT ARRANGEMENT FOR COORDINATION SHORE 
BASED AIRSEARCH WITH ATTACKS BY FORCES AFLOAT THE BEST 
POSSIBLE X IMPROVEMENT P0S3IELE BY MORE FREQUENT EX¬ 
CHANGE OF INFORMATION REGARDING MOVEMENTS POSITIONS 
INTENTIONS OF THE TASK FORCE AND SUGGEST INFORMATION 
BEING DESPATCHED BY PLANE OR DESTROYER TO NEAREST SHORE 
BASE FOR TRANSMISSION X LIMITED RADIUS AND INSUFFICIENT 
NUMBERS SHORE RASED AIRCRAFT AND LACK OF ADVANCED AIR 
BASES AVAILABLE FOR RECONNAISSANCE PRECLUDES CONTINUOUS 
OBSERVATION OF MOVEMENTS OF OWN TASK FORCES X CLOSEST 
LIAISON MAINTAINED HERE WITH HEADQUARTERS SHOREBASED 
AIR BY USING COMMON OPERATION ROOM AND ALL INFORMATION 
IS RETRANSMITTED TO INTERESTED COMMANDS AT ONCE X 
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16 0325 CINCPAC TO COMINCH 


PRESENT INDICATIONS THAT THERE MAY '"/ELL BE THREE SEPARATE 
AND POSSIBLY SIMULTANEOUS ENEMY OFFENSIVES X ONE INVOLV- 
> ING CRUISERS AND CARRIERS AGAINST THE ALEUTIANS PROBABLY 

DUTCH HARBOR X SECOND AGAINST PORT MORESBY INVOLVING 
PRESENT FORCES THAT AREA PROBABLY REENFORCED X THIRD 
AGAINST MIDWAY OAHU LINE PROBABLY INVOLVING INITIALLY A 
MAJOR LANDING ATTACK AGAINST MIDWAY FOR WHICH IT IS BE¬ 
LIEVED THE ENEMYS MAIN STRIKING FORCE WILL BE EMPLOYED X 
THE TIME THESE OFFENSIVES WILL BE DELIVERED IS NOT CLEAR 
BUT BELIEVE SIGHTING HALSEY IN SOUTH YESTERDAY CAUSED 
POSTPONEMENT OCEAN AND NAURU OPERATIONS AND WILL EXPEDITE 
NORTHERN AND CENTRAL OPERATIONS X MY ORDERS TO HALSEY 
160307 BASED ON FACT THIRD OFFENSIVE IS AGAINST THE MOST 
VITAL AREA AND THE MOBILE FORCES AVAILABLE TO USE ARE 
INSUFFICIENT TO EFFECTIVELY OPPOSE ALL THREE OFFENSIVES X 
SHALL ENDEAVOR MOVE OUT BATTLESHIPS AND SARATOGA AS 
SUPPORT AS SOON AS LIGHT FORCES AND ESCORT CAN BE MADE 
AVAILABLE X THIS ACTION COMINCH FROM CINCPAC X 

15 2126 COMTASKFOR 17 TO CINCPAC 

DURING THE PAST THREE MONTHS I HAVE BEEN IMPRESSED WITH 
THE FACT THAT COMSOWESTPACFOR HAS KEPT ME FULLY INFORMED 
OF THE RESULTS OF HIS SHORE BASED AIR SEARCHES, AND ON 
THE FEW OCCASIONS WHEN RADIO SILENCE HAS PERMITTED A 
REQUEST FOR SHORE BASED AIR CORPERATION IT HAS BEEN 
EXTENDED EXPEDITIOUSLY AND FULLY X HOWEVER UNDER THE 
PRESENT SETUP DUE TO THE NECESSITY OF RADIO SILENCE IN 
TIIE CORAL SEA AREA COMSOWESPACFOR CANNOT BE KEPT INFORMED 
OF THE POSITION X FUEL SITUATION X OR INTENTIONS OF THE 
TASK FORCE COMMANDER X IT SHOULD APPEAR MORE LOGICAL FOR 
THE OFFICER CONTROLLING SHORE BASED AIR SEARCHES TO ADVISE 
THE MOVEMENT X FUELING X AND ATTACKS OF FORCES AFLOAT IN 
TIIE AREA X FOR THIS PURPOSE IT WOULD APPEAR ADVI3EABLE 
TO HAVE AN AIR COMMANDER OF SUITABLE RANK AND HIS STAFF X 
HE COULD THEN COORDINATE TRACKING AND STRIKING FORCES AND 
SHORE BASED AIR SUPPORT X THE ATTACKS MADE BY MY TASK 
FORCE HAVE BEEN BASED UPON RADIO INFORMATION RECEIVED 
PROM LEARY BUT RADIO SILENCE HAS PRECLUDED BY INFORMING 
IN ADVANCE AND EXCEPT FOR SCHEDULED ATTACKS ON SHORE 
BASES THERE COULD BE MO CLOSE COOPERATION BETWEEN SHORE 
BASED AIR AND FORCES AFLOAT DURING THOSE ATTACKS X 
FITCH AND SMITH IN GENERAL CONCUR BUT THIS SUBJECT IS 
TOO COMPLICATED FOR COMPLETE DISCUSSION IN THE LIMITS 
OF THIS DISPATCH ORIGINATED BY COMTASFOR 17 ACTION CINCPAC 
** INFORMATION COMTASKFOR 16 COMSOWESPACFOR X 
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May 8 


Distressing news from the Coral Sea and action thereon 
by CinCPac is in the Aidac file for today. It also contains 
the NEW CALEDONIA situation. 

The Japs have landed at TUGALI and attacked MAKAMBO and 
GAVUTU. 

There is good indication that the attack on Port Moresby 
has been postponed and that the direction of the Southwest 
Pacific offense will shift to eastward. The SHOKAKU seems en- 
route to TRUK for repairs and thus may soon be a fine target 
for our submarines. 

On the 4th the TAMBOR reconnoitered MAKIN Island. Re¬ 
sults negative. 

Carrier plane replacements are on their way from East 
Coast via Alameda. 

CinCPac 090543 deals with LONE WOLF movement to NEW 
ZEALAND. 

ComSoWesPac 090555 indicated that shore based planes from 
AUSTRALIA will be ordered to attack in the CORAL SEA area. 

They have not accomplished anything except scouting in that area 
so far. 


There is evidence of enemy mining near NEW CALEDONIA. 

The STRAW section of the East Coast convoy arrived at 
STRAWSTACK. 


Task Force ONE Is now at West Coast base. 

The command set up at SAMOA under Major General Price is 
shown in CinCPac 082105. 



The NEOSHO lias not yet been found 















May 9 







The Commander-in-Chief discussed fully with members 
of the Staff as to whether the orders for the YORKTOWN to 
retire from the area should be in any way modified. If she 
stayed for at least one operation with Vice Admiral Halsey, 
she would add one carrier, apparently not badly damaged, 
and with about two-thirds of a complement of planes. It 
was decided to adhere to yesterday's decision for the follow¬ 
ing reasons: 


(1) The enemy has postponed the Moresby operation 
and retired close to his shore based aircraft. He has remain 
ing in the area one regular and one converted CV. 


(2) Any carrier which Is not 100$ effective operates 
at a grave disadvantage In the duels which usually result when 
forces containing carriers oppose each other. Inflicting some 
damage on your opponent is not compensation for being sunk 
yourself. Besides damage and plane losses, the YORKTOWN has 
the wear and tear of three months at sea. 


(3) The general situation with respect to carriers 
is such that we must husband our present carrier strength for 
future operations, some of which must be in areas now com¬ 
pletely uncovered. 

(4) The probable crowding by the LEXINGTON survivors 
adds to the decrease in effectiveness. 



w 

o 


Present trouble In New Caledonia indicates the immed¬ 
iate necessity for the declaration of martial law. General 
Patch, there, has been communicating with C.G. Hawaii and the 
War Department. As the matter has been dumped in the lap of 
Cincpac, General Patch has been directed to communicate with 
Cincpac. In a long message from Comdr. Naval Forces, Europe 
to Cominch (091841, 2 parts) the results of his conference with 
General deGaulle i3 set forth In detail. The gist being that 
General deGaulle approves martial law to cope with immediate 
military situation but, until he has all the facts from his own 
people, he will not commit himself to permanent action. General 
DeGaulle seems to feel that the trouble all started because the 
Americans refused to support the Free French High Commissioner 
to New Caledonia. As yet Cincpac has no directive to give Patch. 

Mining has commenced at Efate. The unloading of the 
garrison, which is underway, will take until mid June. The 
unloading of the Straw garrison, les3, Wallis, should be 
completed about May 12. Vice Admiral Ghormley will probably 
visit these bases, including Bobcat, by air starting next week. 
Bleacher garrison is also unloading. 
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May 9 (Continued) 


Opnav says that they cannot now dir^ai transports to 
Pearl to evacuate citizens. 

About May 15th the HAMMONDSPORT should leave Alameda 
with the following replacement planes: 21 TBF-1; 36 F4F-4; 

75 officers; 400 men. 

Fletcher, in his (Aidac), tells of his plans to 
return to Pearl via Bleacher for fuel. The Cincpac has 
recommended that Rear Admiral Fletcher be promoted to Vice 
Admiral and awarded the Distinguished Service Cross. The 
WALKE, of his force, has gone to Brisbane for reduction gear 
repairs. Rear Admiral Crace, R.N., has been directed to report 
with his force to Task Force 16. 

Apparently the Japs have postponed their attack on 
Moresby but have by no means given it up. They are getting 
reinforcements and will probably try again when they feel 
strong enough. In the meantime, they are indicated to try an 
occupation of Ocean and Nauru Islands. The occupation force 
will come from Jaluit and the covering force, consisting of 
a flone-carrier task force will operate to the south of these 
Islands. Task Force 16 has been informed of this. 

It is indicated that the Japs will try a seaplane 
bombing raid on Oahu between May 15 and 20. They would 
possibly refuel their seaplane from a submarine at French 
Frigate Shoals. Counter measures are underway. 

The NEOSHO was still afloat today but has not been 
sighted yet by the MONOGHAN who was sent to the rescue. 

The performance of the Australian land based striking 
force in the past few days has been very disappointing. They 
can only report "near misses." They have, however, done good 
scouting. 


TTe may have lost one VP of the TANGIER group yesterday. 
The VP reported being attacked by an enemy 4-engine seaplane. 

The route home of the damaged Orange carrier is fairly 
well known. There is a chance for four of our submarines to 
take a crack at her before she reaches her repair yard. \ 














May 10. 


The HENLEY picked up 123 survivors from the NEOSHO and 
SIMS. Others are believed adrift on a raft in the general 
vicinity and the search continues. 

s The CHEVREUIL arrived at AUCKLAND. While all despatches 
concerning the friction between the U.S. Army and the French, 
and between the two French factions at New Caledonia must be 
read to fully understand what happened, the result is shown in 
Aidac 110055. (Note piv^K^ paper is Aidac). 

Unloading at Bleacher should be completed the 1st week 
in June. 

CTF-16 sent VMF 212 to POPPY because the landing field 
at ROSES is now unsatisfactory. That field must be put in 
satisfactory state as soon as possible because there is already 
some crowding of facilities at POPPY. 

The SAN DIEGO arrives at San Diego May 16 and should be 
ready for Fleet work by Jixne 1st. 

The WASP will be withdrawn from the vicinity of Gibraltor 
and sent to the Pacific Fleet. 

The ATLANTA left to join TF-16. 

The NASHVILLE arrives at Pearl tomorrow for repairs. 

The length of time for these repairs Is tentatively 5 days but 
examination here may indicate a longer period. Thus her opera¬ 
tions of Kamchatka cannot begin before the end of the month. 

Six S-type submarines will be sent from the Atlantic to 
operate in Alaska. 

The extent of the damage (reported by the YORKTOWN in an 
Aidac) is not well enough known here to estimate time of repairs. 
A further report is requested. Apparently Fitch and Sherman 
were saved. 

ComsouwestPac 110305 gives the present disposition of 
his forces. 



The SUMNER 110315 reports progress on survey work. 
Cominch (Aidac) feels that destroyers should have been 


able to get In a night attack in the Coral Sea battle. -Frag- 
m an t -a- ry rpprmtq if-arig ^ g g^ At any rate, Fletchers 
promotion and citation recommended by CinCPac is being held 



up by Cominch until further details of the duel are known. V 
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May 10 (continued) 


A recapulation of present enemy strength in S'VPac 
ComsowestPac is: 


Type 


New Britain 


New Guinea 


VP 

VB 

VP 


21 

16 

14 

4 


17 

29 

29 

2 


Seaplanes 


This does not include reinforcements now en route from 
the Marshalls. 

Shore watchers state following enemy losses in the TULAGI 
area (the price for TULAGI ?): 


- 2 CL, 3 DD, 1 AP(20,000-t), 2 AP (8-10,000-t) 


Sunk - 2 CL 
Damage - 1 CA 


Today Vice Admiral Halsey is fueling in the vicinity of 
EFATE. Tomorrow he will be joined by the CAs of TP-11 and will 
then operate to the northward. 

The Indications continue that TF-16 may have a chance to 
meet up with an enemy covering force south of Ocean Island. 
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May 11 


6 

Corainch 101835 and ClnCPac 090543 and 091931 and 120731 
give information on transports for the Lone Wolf plan. LONGBOW 
is the code name for WELLINGTON. 

CinCPac 112241 directs that a survey be made to prevent 
surprise and to minimize effects of gas attacks. We have good 
indication that the Axis will use gas soon both in Russia and 
by Jap Navy. 

The UPOLU garrison is now established ashore. 

Marine personnel for augmenting defenses at MIDWAY will 
be ready at SAN DIEGO on May 31st. 

1 Barrage Balloon Squadron and one defense battalion 
will leave U.S. in June for defense of AUCKLAND. They will be 
relieved by the New Zealanders as soon as possible. 

The search for the NEOSHO and SIMS survivors will end 

today. 


The search for the NASHVILLE plane, 
been negative. 


lost last week. 



The NASHVILLE Is in for a new propeller and rudder repairs. 
The time for these repairs is not yet knom, but as soon as 
ready she will go on her KAMCHATKA operation. A prize crew will 
be put on board and she will be ordered to take prizes if pos¬ 
sible. We could use crab trawlers here to supply outlying bases. 


The bombing of MORESBY continues. While the MORESBY cam¬ 
paign is delayed the occupation force is centering at RABAUL. 
Some of this force plus some from JALUIT may be used to occupy 
NAURU and OCEAN Islands. 


Task Force 16.3 (Rear Admiral Crace) will operate under 
V.A. Halsey between SYDNEY and PORT MORESBY for the present. 

It is Indicated that Task Force 16 may operate to the 
Northeast of the SOLOMONS. 


V 
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May 12 . 


Vice Admiral Ghormley and his staff completed their 
conferences with Cincpac and his staff and will start tomorrow 
on an air trip to visit SoPac bases. All matters discussed 
were settled as far as known now. The future will undoubtedly 
bring forth matters not touched on. When Vice Admiral Ghormley 
takes over Cincpac will handle all matters pertaining to that 
area through ComSoPac. The new command will be ready to function 
after the inspection and the setting up of communications. 

Cincpac 120255 to Cominch deals with troops at Fantan. 

Cincpac 120731 to Cominch tells of plans for transports 
now in South Pacific Area. 

Task Force 1G proposes to operate to the eastward of 
Vanikoro Island (S.E. Solomons). 

The Army in Rdo Wash 3669 proposes an inspection of 
Pacific Island bases. 

N.A.S. Dutch Harbor 120245 feels that Russian vessels 
operating out of Vladivostock are deliberately not flying neutral 
colors at behest of Japs. ComNWSeaFrontier directs that vessels 
presumed enemy be destroyed by his subs or other forces, and 
Cominch approves. 

Cincpac 121951 gives plans for SARATOGA. This CV 
is urgently needed now. 

Cominch 121245 (Aidac) is a very important proposal 
for disposition of forces in the Pacific. We certainly have 
Inadequate forces now available. But what v/e do have seem to 
be best disposed to accomplish tasks assigned. In general, we 
must make our Pacific positions dangerous to attack, secure, 
provide for adequate striking forces, harrass the enemy. All 
this means more air, si?rface and subsurface strength than are 
now available to Cincpac. 

Cominch 112150 gives policy on operations crossing 
boundaries of areas. 

The WASP will be assigned to Pacific Fleet in the near 
future. She is now at Gibraltar. 

It will take 20 days to get the airfield at Roses W 
satisfactory for VF. C.G. Roses 12-0900. 


478 












May 12 (Cont'd) 

7 

Comtaskfor 9 (12&358) gives the proposed operations 
of the force under Rear Admiral Crace, R.N. 

Opnav 121329 states fuel plans for Suva. 

Cincpac 130305 gives plans for countering an enemy- 
air raid on Oahu scheduled 16-20 May. 


It is interesting to note that yesterday not a single 
DL or DD of the Pacific Fleet was in any port. 

Orange plans now seem to be (1) Attack Moresby when 
reinforced (2) occupy Ocean and Nauru starting May 18 (local) 

with a force of about 3 BB, 
The objective may be Oahu. 


(3) Commence an operation May 21 
2-4 CV, and usual light forces. 
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May 13 





Cominch shows increasing concern over immediate strength¬ 
ening South Pacific bases (Aidac). CinCPac recommendations and 
plans are shown in the answer (Aidac). Evidently Cominch believes 
the enemy will strike at POPPY and ROSES after May 25th. 

Cominch desires a report on past shore based air coopera¬ 
tion in CORAL SEA. This was almost completely lacking during 
the CV duel. 

One AA regiment is being sent from HAWAII to NANDI at 

once. 


VMO-25 goes from SAN DIEGO to SAMOA June 12th. 

The Army has directed that complete facilities for 70 
planes be provided at PANTAN. 

ComSWPac suggests that the TANGIER and planes be moved 
from NOUMEA to ROSES to give better coverage in the SOLOMONS area. 

Cominch repeats Army query 132323 and 132222 about suit¬ 
ability now of airfields and equipment for immediate reinforce¬ 
ments. It may be stated that not even VPs can now operate at 
ROSES. 

CinCPac 132043. Admiral Pitch and staff proceed directly 
to West Coast to form Task Force 11 in SARATOGA. 

There are no new enemy developments. 


May 14 . 

Admiral Halsey was sighted in a position probably 500 
miles Southeast of TULAGI. The shadower who sighted was evi¬ 
dently not driven off at once. This sighting may (1) reduce 
his chances to surprise the OCEAN and NAURU occupation force 
and (2) speed up Jap central pacific offensive plans. 

It is planned to operate 70 planes at PANTAN. These 
will be Army, 

PALMYRA 141950 give3 change in Vice Admiral Ghormley’s 
air base inspection schedule. 

ComGenllawDept 141905 gives air reinforcement plans for 
South Pacific bases. 

AS 

s 
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The SARATOGA will be ready at SAN DIEGO June 5th. 
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May 14 (Continued). 

The seaplane bonbing of OAHU has evidently been delayed 
two days. 

Opnav 141842 gives shipment for underwater defenses at 
South Pacific bases. 

Cominch 141527 directs 14th Naval District reorganization 
under "Fleet opposed" unity of command. 

Cominch 142100 gives the data on the efforts of shore 
based Austrailian cdr to support recent naval action in the 
CORAL SEA. Army efforts were of little help beyond scouting. 

This lack of mutual support is discouraging. Maybe Rear Admiral 
McCain can help. 

There are several significant indications of future 
enemy action. During this present lull he may be preparing to: 

(1) Attack the MIDWAY - OAHU line in force about the 
first week in June. 

(2) At the same time as (1), attack the ALEUTIAN chain 
and ALASKA. 

(3) Occupy NAURU and OCEAN about the 17th of May. 

(4) Reinforce his NEW BRITAIN - NEW GUINEA force to 
strike to the Southeast at any time between May 25th and June 15th. 

The NASHVILLE is delayed one day to load 8 - 37mm guns 
and personnel for MIDWAY. 
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May 15 . 




On April 23 we told Cominch we intended to bring to Pearl 

O the 3 APD 3 assigned to the Pacific. Task Force 3 desires them 
at San Diego for training and anti-submarine work. Because these 
vessels can be used offensively by raider forces in the near 
future it was decided to refuse their use at San Diego and bring 
them to Pearl. 

The courses of action open to Blue and Orange were reviewed 
by Admiral Nimitz in conference today. Decisions made and the 
reasons therefor are shown in Cincpac Aidacs 16 0307 and 16 0325. 


Cincpac 16 0447 arranges for unity of command at Fiji. 
This places the New Zealand general in command until our army 
division arrives there. 

The YORKTOWN damage can be repaired at Pearl, but no 
time estimate is made. 

Opnav 141247 has mines available for SoPac defenses. 


Cominch 151910 desires to known when Admiral D'Argenlieu 
will occupy Wallis. The idea is that Free France will occupy 

O the island, then call for U.S. help. We have the troops waiting 
at Straw. The actions of the French in the South Pacific leave 
much to be desired. 


Our submarine concentration at Truk has been unproductive. 
The sub at Ocean Island can now move to her assigned task now 
that the occupation campaign there has been cancelled by the Japs. 



In a 2-part Aidac Cominch comments on the line of action 
Cincpac is now following. The Aidacs must be read for complete 
understanding and are attached. 


Comtaskfor 17 did not make a night torpedo attack in 
his recent Coral Sea battle because (a) need of DDs to screen 
carriers (b) uncertainty of enemy position (c) fuel restrictions. 


May 16 . 


vj 


Unless the enemy is using radio deception on a grand scale, 
we have a fairly good idea of his intentions. Of most interest 
i3 his preparation for an offensive in the Central or North Pacific. 

It seems quite possible that Orange will attack Midway and raid 
Oahu the first part of June. Present air weakness in the Hawaiian 
Sea Frontier makes it mandatory to employ a strong striking force 
in the area. The striking force can be assisted by a BB covering 
force. BBs will be moved out from the coast if the problem of 
protecting light forces can be solved. The viev/s of Cominch and /I , 
Cincpac are shown in the Aidacs attached. 

v 
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May 16 (C 0 nt'd) 

A draft of Hawaiian Defense Plan No. 2-42 was made up 
and circulated among the staff. This is designed to make the 
proper set-up for "Fleet opposed invasion." 

The positions of our submarines in the Central Pacific was 
discussed and it was decided to leave the concentration at Truk 
as it is for several more days. 

Admiral Halsey's immediate intentions are not known but 
it is expected that he will try to get back to Pearl without 
being seen again. He should arrive at Pearl about the 27th. 

The seaplane bombing raid on Oahu will probably not occur 
in the next few days, and might be delayed until the'full moon 
at the end of the month. 


May 17. 

In the attached Aidac, Cominch substantially agrees with the 
estimate of CinCPac of present enemy intention. He does not indi¬ 
cate a desire to bring out BBs from the Coast but desires avail¬ 
able forces employed In attrition attacks. Steps were taken to 
organize a force for the defense of ALASKA and to expedite the 
return of Task Forces 16 and 17. 

Marine reinforcements are being 3ent to MIDWAY via the 
KITTYHAWK. 

Admiral Ghormley will arrive in AUCKLAND May 20th. He has 
been delayed in SUVA talking D'Argenlieu into the idea of taking 
WALLIS. Patch's 180617 gives D'Argenlieu's ideas on this. 

BjuvI?* The picked up fmir ^uryivcrs from the NEOSHO. The great 

b ul -k that had abandoned shlp^ctiecMof thirst. It will be Interest¬ 
ing and useful to determine II) why men left the ship prematurely 
(2) why the search was so ineffective. 

The Subs at TRUK have not produced results yet. That con¬ 
centration should have been able to do more. 

Cominch wants the movement of 6 S-boats to ALASKA from the 
Atlantic expedited. 

The Commanding General, Marines, HAWAII, will inspect MIDWAY, 
JOHNSTON, and PALMYRA next week. 

KODIAK will receive mines sometime in July. 

Indications of Jap bombing in the GILBERTS were received 
otherwise there was no change in the picture not referred to above. 
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MAY GCT 


18 0617 GEN PATCH TO CINCPAC 




PATCH TO CINCPAC FURTHER REFERENCE YOUR RnDIO COMINCH 
151910 ADMIRAL D'ARGENLIEUS REPLY RECEIVED X HIS LETTER 
STATES CHEVREUIL CANNOT CARRY MORE THAN 10 PERSONS PLUS A CREW 
OF 70 HENCE CANNOT CARRY AN EXPEDITIONARY FORCE FOR FREE 
FRENCH OCCUPATION OF WALLIS X HIS LETTER STATES BRITISH 
AUTHORITIES SUVA HAD CHOSEN A SOLUTION OF LIMITING ACTION 
TO DESTRUCTION OF RADIO STATION THERE X LETTER FURTHER 
STATES THAT CHEVREUIL COULD SAIL FROM NOUMEA BY THE END 
OF THIS WEEK TO EXECUTE THIS MISSION X ’WE HAVE EVIDENCE 
CHEVREUIL COULD CARRY FORCE OF 50 MEN PLUS CREW 


O 


o 
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19 0117 


19 0839 


18 1120 

19 1759 





CINCPAC TO COMINCH INFOR COMSOPAC 


Pending investigation and study potentialities 
Auckland and Island Bases South Pacific Area desire hold 
abeyance specific assignment Lion and Cub bases. Your 
162250. Probable specific units less than full base 
may be needed augment facilities now in or being 
established in area. Information on requirements will 
be forwarded as determined. 


CINCPAC TO COMSWPACFOR, CO BLEACHER GOC FIJI CO BOBCAT 

CO ROSES-CG DEF FORCES SAMOAN GR CO POPPY. 

Rear Admiral J. S. MCCAIN USII will tinder direction of Cinc- 
pac assume command of aircraft of the South Pacific area 
at 0700 GCT May 20. Command entails operational control 
including training and indoctrination. Abbreviated 
title ComAirSouPac. Initially will be embarked in USS 
TANGIER at Noumea. Base commanders addressed please ack¬ 
nowledge for their air untis to CincPac who will pass 
to ComAirSouPac. ConSouWostPacFor is requested to 
place Tangier the Aircraft she is tending and Meredith 
under command ComAirSouPac. Alusna Wellington inform 
New Zealand Chiefs of Staff and Vice Admiral Ghormley. 

COMAIRSOPAC TO CINCPAC 

^n connection indoctinatlon crews Army planes being 
diverted to POPPY and FANTAN your 140647 utilization 
as many LEXINGTON Torpron pilots in addition personnel 
indicated your 172045 considered of utmost value In 
effective early readiness. Array VB units involved. 

Urge assignment as many as practicable. 

COMGEK ROSES TO - INFO CQMSOWESPACFOR. CINCPAC 

Recommend occupation ESPIRITU SANTO NH which possesses 
excellent harbor, seaplane base, and airfield sites in 
2nd channel areas. If authorized shall send small 
force Including reconnaissance detachments, infantry, 
engineers, to initiate work on airfields with native 
labor such move also will require authority to divert 
PAUL JONES 3 days with destroyer escort both available 
VILA. Believe separate Task Force for permanent 
occupation should be sent promptly, with air components 
to follow as soon as base i3 ready. To Insure 
retention of ROSES, further recommend Immediate 
reinforcement by two additional regiments Infantry 
and two batteries 155mm guns. Enemy reconnaissance 
recently observed over ESPIRITU SANTO and MALEKULA. 
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19 2200 


20 0113 


20 0359 
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COMINCH TO COMNAVUNIT ROSES INFO CINCPAC. ETC . 

Your 162036. 6 inch guns furnished in order to provide 

medium fixed defenses after Marine Defense Battalion 
including harbor defenses battery of 5 inch guns has 
been relieved by Army. Present concept is that either 
the 6 inch battery or 5 inch battery would be manned 
by Marine Defense Battalion but if ComGen ROSES requires 
that both batteries be manned then this should be done 
by personnel now available ROSES. The manning of fixed 
defenses in any of the island positions is not an 
assigned task of Navy Bluejacket personnel and it is 
not desired to change this policy. Army will provide 
additional personnel to man 6 inch guns but no definite 
date can be stated at this time. 

CI NCPAC TO COMINCH INFO CG DEFFORCES SAMOAN GROUP 

Patch's reports in his 180617 and in ComGenHawDept 
180700 show STRAWBOARD situation still most unsatis¬ 
factory and apparently efforts of Ghormley did not 
avail. Five ships now waiting STRAW. One since 
28 April. Recommend our action rot be further delayed. 

CINCPAC TO COMINCH 


In preparing this reply to query of combined Chiefs of 
Staff in your 131412 MacArthur’s reply in your 142100 
has been noted. Comtaskfor seventeen's 152126 and 
ComSouWesPacfor's 170508 and 190345 which are being 
passed to you for information have also been considered. 

CinCPac's coordinating action prior to CORAL SEA battle 
comprised (a) assignment to Comtaskfor 17 task "Assist 
in checking further advance by enemy in NEW GUINEA - 
SOLOMON area by seizing favorable opportunities to 
destroy ships shipping and aircraft". (b) Request to 
ComSouWesPacfor to continue dissemination of Information 
and to inform of the operations of his forces which 
would support Fleet task forces, (c) Order to Fletcher 
to inform Leary when and where surface forces placed 
under his command should report and also his desires as 
to air cooperation. 

As a result of information furnished Fletcher was able 
to deliver his highly successful attack against ships 
at TULAGI and to later time the battle with enemy 
carriers which turned back the MORESBY occupation force. 


(continued on next page) 
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20 0359 CIKCPAC TC COMIITCH (Continued) 

Just how much the action of shore based striking groups 
against ships and bases assisted Fletcher is indeterminate 
but it and the previous sustained effort undoubtedly 
accumulated considerable effect. However the General 
ineffectiveness of high altitude bombing against mobile 
targets and the doubtful results from light bombing of 
shore establishments are evident and I concur in the 
recommendations of MacArthur concerning dive bombers 
and torpedo planes. I urge most strongly the addition 
of fighters which can furnish cover to surface forces at 
considerable distances at sea. The enemy has a most 
decided advantage over us in the possession of these 
types and in having them operated by the Navy so that 
best coordination with the surface Navy results. 

From the reports previously mentioned it will be seen 
that remarkably good results obtained but improvement 
should be sought by the Fleet Task Force Commander 
furnishing the Commander of the land based air all 
possible preliminary information as to his intentions 
communication plan, etc,, and later during radio 
silence sending if practicable further information by 
aircraft or destroyer as to his probable movements 
fuel situation and needs for air cover. Ships and 
aircraft of Pacific Fleet will be issued Asiatic V/aters 
Air Code and contact pad to provide a common method 
of communication so that contact and other information 
reports can be exchanged immediately without necessity 
plain language. The shore commander should assign 
attack missions designed to render the greatest possible 
assistance to the Fleet Task Force when it is engaged 
and particularly should be ready to supply fighter 
protection when it is practicable. The last measure 
is one that both the Japs and the Germans make effec¬ 
tive but which Allied surface forces are reported 
never to have received in the ABDAarea. Much must be 
done to bring about coordination in this respect. 
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20 2122 


CONGEN SAMOAN GROUP TO C0US0WE3PAC INFO CINCPAC 


In event collapse STRAWBOARD negotiations reconrnend 
employment STRAWBOARD force to strengthen HAT and MAN 
and engineers to speed up air base on HAT. 


21 0137 CINCPAC TO COMINCH 



21 9531 


Necessary bring YORKTOWN Pearl for fuel. Your 182030. 
If operations feasible contemplate using YORKTOWN as 
support for Halsey. If not feasible contemplate 
sending to Puget. 

CINCPAC TO COMINCH 


Have directed Commanding General Hawaiian Department 
to defer further transfer of nlanes to the South. 

Your 192340. Commanding General states he has received 
no instructions from War Department. Request you have 
War Department confirm. 



O 
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17 2101 


CINCPAC TO CG SAMOAN DEFFORCE 


Action ComGen SAMOAN DefForce x info Cominch. from 
CinCPac x De3ire your opinion on readiness First 
Raider Battalion for operations against advanced and 
, semi-isolated enemy bases x Immediate purpose of 

attack for time being would be destruction of shore 
facilities rather than permanent occupation x Desire 
recommendations and what you require for specific 
operations you may have considered in your estimate 
of current situation x TANGIER pass to Vice Adniral 
Ghomley for info. 

17 2221 COMINCH TO COMY/ESSEAFRONT. COMNORWESSBAFKONT 

There are strong indications that between about 30 
May and 10 June enemy will attack MIDWAY - HAWAII 
line and will raid or even attempt to capture 
UNALASKA x CinCPac has been directed to create north 
Pacific Force xx Para 2 x Commander Northwest Sea 
Frontier place himself and all his Sea Frontier 
forces-at disposal of CinCPac xx para x Commander 
Western Sea Frontier place all his sea frontier 
forces at disposal of CinCPac including sound school 
destroyers and submarines x CinCPac may be expected 
to order concentration of North Pacific Force initially 
at KODIAK and/or COL]) BAY In which direction you should 
move your surface forces as soon as they can be made 
ready while air forces proceed to ALEUTIAN area xx 
Para 3 x Move shipping out of ALEUTIAN area before 
May 30th x Observe utmost secrecy and enforce rigorous 
radio discipline x Greenslade pass to Dewitt x Parker 
pass to Buckner x Arrange full coordination Army In 
ALASKA War Department concurs. 

18 0635 CINCPAC TO COMWESSEAFRONT, COUNOHWESSKAFRONT 

What forces to reach ALASKAN area by thirty May can 
you provide in compliance with Cominch 172221 x 
What additional forces by ten June. 

17 2220 COMINCH TO CINCPAC 

Differences in estimate due to earlier receipt by you 
of DI x Your 170407 Para ONE I have somewhat revised 
my estimate and now generally agree with you except I 
believ e neny attempt to capture MIDWAY and UNALASKA 
will occur about May 30th (note the double holiday) 
or shortly thereafter while enemy South Pacific 
campaign will be started middle or latter part of June 
and will be strong attempt to capture MORESBY plus 
Northeast AUSTRALIA or NEW CALEDONIA and FIJIS x 


(continued on next page) 
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IV 2220 COMIUCH TO CINCFAG (Continued) 

Para TWO Estimate that MIDWAY attack may possibly 
be preceded by shlpborne air raid on OAHU and that 
enemy intention includes effort to trap and destroy 
a substantial portion of the Pacific Fleet x Para 3 
My estimate of enemy strength will be: MIDWAY attack 
force 4 fast BBs in Batdiv 3, Crudivs 4 and 8, Cardivs 
1 and 2 possibly plus ZUIKAKU at least two desrons and 
a Landing Force x UNALASKA attack force Crudiv 7, 
Cardiv 3 (KYUOJO and HOSHO), at least 2 desdivs plus 
troops x Consider it possible that "AOB" is BEAVER 
INLET and that landing is planned there x Para Some 
indications that remainder first fleet may take up a 
supporting position to westward of MIDV/AY x Para four 
I consider that our appropriate strategy i3 to make 
strong concentration HAWAIIAN Area and in view of last 
clause of para two chiefly to employ strong attrition 
tactics and not repeat not allow our forces to accept 
such decisive action as would be likely to incur heavy 
losses In our carriers and Cruisers x Para five Create 
for the defense of ALASKA the North Pacific Force com¬ 
prising Northwest Sea Frontier forces and commands 
plus such Western Sea Frontier forces as you elect to 
include sound school destroyers and submarines plus 
such fleet units as you can make available all 
preferably to be concentrated initially at KODIAK and/ 
or COLD BAY. 


17 0407 CINCPAC TO COMINCH 


Your 152130 and 152136 crossed my 160307 x Considerable 
difference in estimates based probably on the same 
data is noted x Latest information here does not confirm 
future enemy concentration at TRUK x Believe he may 
well try to capture vital HAWAIIAN Area at this time 
before reinforcements afforded by our war production 
can be received x Will watch situation closely and 
return Halsey to Southwest if imminent concentration 
that direction is indicated x Further details indicate 
YORKTOWN damage within capacity PEARL to repair in 
reasonably short time x Therefore have retained YORKTOWN 
air personnel and planes In YORKTOWN for readiness 
active carrier operations when ship repairs are completed x 
With respect to torpedo personnel and torpedoes for 
FANTAN and POPPY see my 160905 x Army medium bombers are 
built to carry torpedoes x Will take appropriate action 
as soon as situation clarifies with respect to number of 
torpedoes and their status as regards strengthening for 
high speed drops x Will push readiness of bases and 
endeavor exploit all means of their mutual reenforcement x 
Must reiterate however that we should not count on such 
reenforcement arriving in time x Action for concert with 
SouWesPac under study and made subject of communlcatiolliq0 
with MacArthur today x TANGIER deliver to VAd Ghormley #' 




17 1927 CIHCPAC TO GOMTASKPOR 16 


It is not intended that you shall attack enemy island 
bases while returning this area x Consider it important 
that you not be sighted by the enemy. 

18 2154 CIHCPAC TO COMINCH 

Situation your ^72220 x Island reenforcements your 
132140 x Request schedule of arrival all Army aircraft 
expected to arrive OAHU during remainder of May and 
June. 




17 0555 


C Cl.'SOUP AC TO CINCPAC 


18 1135 


18 1145 


18 1255 


18 2030 


From Ghormley x Your 140647 request Information numbers 
location and ratings Lexington and Yorktown personnel 
and transportation contemplated x McCain v/ill be ready 
assume command Air South Pacific 0700 GCT 20 May tem¬ 
porarily based on TANGIER at WHITE POPPY if available. 
As I will not have assumed command request you inform 
forces South Pacific area. 

SAMOA TO MARCORPS INFO CINCPAC 


Early employment 1st Raider Bn demands men to bring 
organization to strength be sent this area first 
opportunity x Either Rear Echelon at Quantico or equal 
number selected volunteers with basic special raider 
training 81 mm mortar personnel not essential x Assumed 
plan for automatic training and forwarding future re¬ 
placement now In operation. 

COMGEN SAMOAN AREA TO CINCPAC INFO TANGIER 

Comgen Samoan Area fire3 that at CinCPac x Raider Bn 
ready for any operation desired x Your 172101 x If 
special type ships employed some special training 
preparation desireable x TANGIER give to Adm Ghormley. 

COMINCH TO SPENAVO LONDON INFO COMSOWESPACFOR CINCPAC 

Refer to this as Cominch 131255 action Spenavo London 
info Comsowespacfor CinCPac xx Request you say to first 
Sea Lord in person that indicated imminence of enemy 
attacks on Midway and Alaska perhaps Hawaii has required 
withdrawal of carrier-cruiser groups from South Pacific 
para Comsowespacfor has cruisers and destroyers but no 
carrier wherewith to work against enemy activities in 
Coral Sea para will Admiralty entertain request for 
carrier from Eastern Fleet to join up with Leary tem¬ 
porarily, if so move had best be made at once para as 
alternative suggest consideration of coordinated eastern 
fleet and British shore based air raids on Rangoon or 
Andaman Islands and line of communication between Rangoon 
and Singapore. 

COMINCH TO CINCPAC 


Give consideration repair Yorktown at Puget in order 
to avoid exposure to attack to save shipment of material 
to Pearl to refresh personnel and possibly saving in 
overall time to prepare for service. 









MAY 


IQ 2012 C0KWESSEAFR0K TO CINCPAC INFO COHINCH COMNORWESSEAFRON 

Aldac 30 May your 180635 surface Desd.lv 83 less 
LAWRENCE 4 DD Desdiv 70 less KILTY 3 DD RATHBURNE x 
At SanFran 19 May ready x 4 Sail Sail depart SanDiego 
20 May x KILTY depart SanFran 26 May aircraft my 
180742 LAWRENCE at NYllI available about 6 June x 
S u SS es t 3 DO including KILTY LAWRENCE remain Westsea¬ 
front anti submarine duty x Consider inadvisable strip 
Frontier all aircraft. 

18 2235 COMNORWESSEAFRON TO CINCPAC INFO COMWESSEAFRON 

All my sea frontier forces herewith at your disposal 
Cominch 172221 4 destroyers now in Alaskan v/aters plus 
2 submarines CHARLESTON WILLIAMSON CASCO ORIOLE 14^YPS 
15 Coast Guard vessels x Wm augment these by 4 YP 
and 4 AMCS by 30 May x Win also send 3 additional 
destroyers if info addressee can take over coastal 
escort duty x Also ONONDAGA x SPICA VEGA BRAZOS are 
plying between Alaska and Seattle together with U S 
GRANT and ST MIHIEL which operate for Army x Air forces 
already reported x Look for 2 additional submarines 
from SanDiego by 10 June. 

19 0345 COMSOWEPAC TO CINCPAC INFO COMINCII 

Appreciate your assigning additional ships to this 
area replying your 170537 x I have recommended that 
the forces of the Eastern Fleet be brought to bear 
upon the situation either operating from this area 
as a base or by creating diversion in Eastern Indian 
Ocean x In any event I will assist your action to 
extent possible by direct support or through diversion x 
Number planes here inadequate for direct reinforcement 
of Soupac Area x Consider your forces in recent action 
were handled with marked skill and fought with admirable 
courage and tenacity x Am most anxious to perfect air- 
naval cooperation x Suggest detail liaison officer from 
here aboard flagship task force when operating this 
area x A preknowledge of movements and communications 
plan is also necessary to enable us monitor frequencies 
used your scout planes x Call upon me freely x You can 
count upon my most complete and active cooperation. 
Signed MacArthur. 
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19 0244 

C0MWE3SEAFR0N TO CINCPAC 

\ 

Prom LtGen Dewitt Comdg WDS and Fourth Army x Present 
strength and location combat airplanes in Alaska as 
follows: P-36 Elmendorf 4, Kodiak 3 and Ladd 6; P-40 
Elmendorf 23 and Kodiak 20; B-10 Elmendorf 4, Juneau 
one and Kodiak quartet; B-26 anchorage 12; LB-30 

Kodiak duet and anchorage unit; B-i7~Kodiak single. 
Additional airplanes for Alaska: P-40 enroute 6 and 3 
by June first, B-26 enroute 4 and 11 by June first. 

14 RCAF pursuit airplanes Annette Island. Request 
being made for added pursuit squadron Umnak will 
advise you when further informed. 

19 1605 

m 

TANGIER TO CINCPAC 

Make my 196000 read as follows x Your Government both 
with regard to rallying the Wallis Islands to Free 

France and with regard to their procection by American 
forces comma x from there on no change x 

19 1600 

60MS0TJPAC (GHORMLEY) TO GINCPAC INFO COMINCH 

J 

Conferred Dargenlieu today x your 172051 x Results 
satisfactory x Following in two parts is translation 
Dargenlieu letter confirms tion to me and my reply x 

Begin translation x following our conversation this 
morning in the course of which I received some very 
interesting information on the political and military 
■ views of your government both with regard to rallying 
the Wallis Islands to Free France and with regard to 
their protection by American forces, I have studied 
the question with the greatest care. I have the honor 
to inform you that I intend to send the French sloop 
CHEVREUIL with an occupying force Saturday, May 23, 
at dawn. Its arrival Is expected on Thursday, the 

20th, towards noon. As soon as the rallying of Wallis 
Islands to Free France will be accomplished, the 

American authorities at Samoa and you, yourself, will 
be informed to that effect. It is understood that, 
without any delay, the American forces will debark 
and will assure the defense of the Wallis Islands 
against a possible enemy attack. The civil adminis¬ 
tration will be carried out by a resident designated 
by me. Moreover, I am counting on the fact that at 
the moment when the CHEVREUIL arrives In the vicinity 
of the Wallis Islands, aerial patrols will keep guard 
over the Islands in order to prevent any possible 
surprise by the enemy, ^hese arrangements have been 
made in the shortest possible delay, a fact which I am 
sure you will appreciate in order to meet the desire 
of your government, which Is in full accord with the 
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19 1600 (CONTINUED) 


rs 


19 1630 



20 0143 


directives of the French National committee. I would 
appreciate your being so good as to confirm the fact 
that you are in accord and beg you to accept, Admiral, 
the assurances of my highest consideration signed 
Dargenlieu. Part two follows. 

TANGIER(GHORMELY) TO CINCPAC INFO COMINCH 

Second part x My reply "I hereby acknowledge receipt 
of your letter of 19 May 1942, in which you confirm 
our conversation relative to the occupation and defense 
of Tallis Islands. I note that you will send the 
French sloop CHEVREUIL with an occupying force which 
will depart from Noumea at dawn Saturday May 23rd 1942, 
and that this force will arrive and occupy Wallis 
Island about noon on Thursday May 28, 1942. Such 
military measures by air or otherwise as may be expe¬ 
dient at the time will be taken to guard against 
possible surprise attack by the enemy during occupa¬ 
tion by your forces. I understand that the American 
authorities at Samoa and myself will be informed 
promptly when the Wallis Islands have rallied to Free 
France in order that the American r orce3 will without 
delay debark and assure the defense of Wallis Islands 
against possible enemy attack. I further confirm that 
the civil administration will be carried out by 
resident designated by the high commissioner for France 
in the Pacific. Allow me to express my appreciation of 
your very prompt and energetic action in this matter." 
From Ghomley xx In view of the fact I have not taken 
command request you Inform Price and issue directive 
to him xx Force sent to Wallis must be prepared to 
assist in feeding the Population of approximately 5000 
as food Is believed to be very scarce. 

CINCPAC TO COMINCH INFO COMNORWESSEAFRON CCMALASEC 


Composition North Pacific ^orce now planned with approx¬ 
imate dates arrival Alaskan waters ST LOUIS NASHVILLE 
CASE REID 30th LOUISVILLE HONOLULU 3rd INDIANAPOLIS 
GRIDLEY MC CALL FIFTH X EIGHT old DD six S3 CHARLESTON 
and patrol craft from sea frontier forces about 30th x 
Think advisable leave 24 PBY as minimum for whole West 
Coast therefore only 11 available Alaska. De Witt 
reports total 105 Army aircraft but none at Cold Bay 
or Unmak x Comalasec informs these two army fields 
ready x Majority of army air must be based there in 
order to take part in defense of probable enemy objec- 
y tive and assist surface force x Please take steps to 
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20 0143 

(CONTINUED) 

accomplish this arid army air reenforcements if 
practicable x Inform Army that surface force will 
be almost completely dependent on them for air 
cover and that if enemy is in estimated strength 
our surface force is strong enough only to seize 
opportunities made possible by air action or a 3 may 
be fortuitously presented x Under mv strategic com- 
mand xheobald in ST LOUIS will command surface force, 
./ith what Army commander will he deal and what will 
be the command relationship x 

18 2145 

CINCPAC TO MIDWAY 

18 2141 

For CACHALOT your previous orders cancelled x Believe 
enemy will attack Midway using planes launched from 
a position fifty miles northwest of Midway. Patrol 
that area until further orders. Avoid detection. 

Midway acknowledge delivery. 

CINCINC TO COMINCH INFO COMNORWESSEAFRON 

Please obtain for me Information numbers types 
location Army aircraft expected to be in Alaska 

Aleutian Area remainder of May and In June x Your 

172220 x 

19 2330 

COMSOPAC TO CINCPAC 

19 2340 

Price informed Peck 4 days required for loading 
transports at otraw x I estimate 1 day required for 
transit strawstack to Strawboard x My 191600 x 

COMINCH TO CINCPAC 

4 J 

Part 1 of Cominch 192340 x 3 parts x Your 182154 and 
182141 para 1 War Department has been requested to 
improve existing defenses Hawaii as rapidly as pos¬ 
sible including retention Hawaiian area for time being 
of forces destined for other areas also to issue appro¬ 
priate instructions for deployment army forces Alaskan 
area to meet prospective situation para 2 present 
schedule arrivals aircraft Hawaii week beginning 19 

May 23 B-17-E’s of which 11 are part of group originally 
set up for south pacific by 25 May 26 8-26*3^these 
latter will require about 1 day after arrival to re¬ 
place ordnance and other material removed during ferry 
flight and shipped out by other air transportation x 
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AIDAC 
















; ^ MAY GCT 

19 2358 From COMINCH TO CIITCPAC 

PART 3 OF COMINCH 192340 XX DISPOSITIONS AS FOLLOWS 
HEAVY BOMB AND 1 PURSUIT SQUADRON KODIAK, MEDIUM BOMB 
AND REMAINING PURSUIT ANCHORAGE PARA 4 FIELD AT UMNAK 
HAS AT LEAST ONE METALLIC G500 FOOT RUNWAY, 29000 GALLONS 
GASOLINE NOW WITH MORE ENROUTE X STATUS OF BOMBS EN 
ROUTE DUE ARRIVE MAY 1000 LB 441, 500 LB 1500, 300 LB 
2000, 100 LB 2500, 20,000 ROUNDS CAL 50 X FIELD AT 
COLD BAY IS USABLE AND REPORTED TO HAVE LARGE AMOUNT 
OF GASOLINE AND HAS BOMBS 1000 LB 340, 500 LB 1080, 

300 LB 1200, 100 LB 1500 
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MAY 





19 2235 


19 2245 




19 2246 





COMINCH TO GINGPAC 

Part two Cominch 192340 x They have torpedo racks 
but pilotsrequire torpedo training para 3 Alaska 
now has 1 ^-19-E, 3 LB-30's with ASV, 15 B-26s, 

9 B-18, 47 P-40s, 11 P-36s. Arriving about 21May 
4 B-26s and 6 P-40s. Subsequently a schedule of 
replacement of B-26s may result in temporary absence 
from ALASKA of 4 planes at any one time between now 
and 30 July. 

COMNAVEU TO COMINCH 


Part 1 of 2 partsxx Following is Admiralty's reply 
to your 181255 "(A) We have seen enough of Japanese 
tactics to realise that it is their policy to oper¬ 
ate several carriers in company, and hence to send one . 
of the 3 carriers of the Eastern Fleet to the Southwest 
Pacific Area would only result in our forces being weak 
both In the Indian Ocean and the Southwest Pacific 
Areas.x We do not, therefore, consider that it would 
be justifiable to make such a detachment (B) We realize 
the necessity for the movements of the British Forces 
in the Indian Ocean and the US Forces in the Pacific 
being coordinated, and we appreciate the action taken 
by the US Fleet in April in an endeavor to relieve the 
Japanese pressure on the Indian Ocean x (C) Whilst 
there Is doubt that the Japanese would welcome an 
attempt by our surface forces to break through the 
MALAYA DARWIN line so as to bring our forces within 
reach of their shore based air forces, vie cannot 
believe that they would credit us with being so foolish 
as to do so (D) Hence, we do not consider that the 
knowledge that our surface forces were approaching 
the T.ALAYA DARWIN line would have any effect on the 
movements of Japanese naval forces x Neither would an 
air attack on the ANDAMANS or ports in JAVA or SUMATRA xx 
Part 2 follows with para (E). 

COMNAVEU TO COMINCH 

Part 2 of 192246 x (E) Interference with the SINGAPORE- 
RANGOON line of communications is not considered prac¬ 
tical at the present stage as to be effective It would 
necessitate our surface forces being maintained within 
striking distance of Japanese shore based aircraft for 
a considerable tlme.x At the moment the Eastern Fleet 
Is at KILINKINI with 2 of the carriers making good 
defects after the MADAGASCAR operations, and in a few 
days we are being forced to practically demobilise the 
Eastern Fleet by sending two thirds of its destroyers 
to the MEDITERRANEAN to assist in getting a convoy on 
which the security of MALTA depends through to that 
place x 

(cmtinued on next page) 
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19 2246 


COHNAVEU TO COMINCE (Continued) 


(G) CinC East Fleet is being asked whether he will have 
sufficient screening destroyers to proceed v;ith part 
of his fleet to COLOMBO where its arrival might become 
knov,r. to the Japanese x If you consider such a movement 
would serve any useful purpose it will, if practicable, 
be made at the earliest possible moment.x (H) Our 
intelligence points to a concentration of the Jaoanese 
fleet in the TRUK area in the latter part of June, but 
gives no indication of an attack on either ALASKA, 

MIDWAY or HAWAII x Obviously however you would not have 
redisposed your forces v/ithout good reason, and it would 
be helpful if we could know on what you base your 
appreciation. 

20 0151 CINCPAC TO COMNORWESSEAFRONT 

Present plan to utilize only your forces now in ALASKAN 
waters and total of eleven VPB x Request names DDs. 

20 0537 COMNORWESSEAFRON TO CINCPAC 

Your 200151 DDs Comdesdiv in GILMER DENT BROOKS KANE 

20 0236 CQMSOWESPACFOR TO COMTASKGROUP 16.9 

Suggest for your early consideration night raid on 
TULAGI by planes based ROSES x Targets indicated 
ComSoWesPac daily intelligence reports held by TANGIER x 
Similar operations for about 28 May now being planned 
here by RAAF planes to be temporarily based ROSES x 
Night attacks by submarines also being planned x I will 
keep you fully Informed and request you reciprocate. 

20 0650 COM-14 T O NAS MIDWAY 

Japan’s Navy Day will be 27 May 26 May our time x It 
is expected that MIDWAY will be attacked sometime after 
25 May, possibly around 30 May when the moon is full x 
Attacks may be expected by planes from as many as 4 
carriers supported by cruisers, destroyers, and possibly 
battleships x More information will follow x Your force 
being reenforced by CinCPac and by squadron of PT boats 
from here. PT boats should arrive early morning 25 May x 
4 YPs should arrive early morning 26 May x 1 PY, a 
patrol yacht, should arrive about 26 May x Utilize the 
PT boats as striking force at discretion and PY plus YPs 
for patrol duty as desired x Disperse foodstuff, par¬ 
ticularly cases, widely in areas where material can be 
covered with sand x Store water in containers and disperse 

(continued on next page) 4 99 







20 0G50 


COM-14 TO I?A3 MIDWAY (Continued) 


as much as possible x Ammunition should be dispersed 
as much as possible, keeping accessible x The Commander- 
in-Chief on his recent visit to MIDWAY was very much 
impressed with the fine spirit of the personnel and has 
extreme confidence in their ability to hold the Island x 
Both he and I charge you to give them hell. 


20 1315 COMINCH TO CINCPAC 

Arrange CHEVREUIL destroy Radio WALLIS as suggested 
your 190121 x You will consider this an occupation by 
Free French and land United States troops immediately 
thereafter x TANGIER pass to VAdm Ghormley x Acknowledge. 

20 0943 GHORMLEY TO CINCPAC 


ComGen ROSES 191759 ComGen POPPY G-45 xx In my opinion 
relatively small force can deny ESPIRITU SANTO ISLAND 
to Japs advance If not in force x Opinion based on reported 
Jap methods In occupation TULAGI x Importance of ESPIRITU 
SANTO to US cannot be over accentuated x As soon as 
practicable this positioh should be reenforced preparatory 
to our entering the second ohase x If Japs occupy this 
island defense of lines of communications and positions 
ROSES and POPPY made most difficult x Recommend approval 
Patch plan detailed arrangements to be perfected by Patch 
and Chamberlain. 

20 2045 CINCPAC TO COMGENDEFFOR, SAMOAN GROUP 

Vice Admiral Ghormley's 191600 191630 and 191605 and 
C0I.IINCH 201315 being passed to you x Perfect and carry 
out plans for the occupation of STRAWBOARD observing 
meticulously the procedure agreed to by Ghormley and 
D'Argenlieu x RIGEL pass to Ghormley. 
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U. S. 'jlAVAL COMMUNICATION SERVICE 
' COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF 
U. S. PACIFIC FLEET 


INCOMING 


1817GHL 

(V-J HAVE TOTAL OF 23 PATROL AMPHIBIANS IN ALASKA BY 30 MAY PROVIDED 
\ .’ON 43 FROM WESTERN SEA FRONTIER TAKES OVER PATROL OF NORTHWESTERN 

SECTOR X ALSO 9 VSO'S X SURFACE FORCES LATER DISPATCH 


c, 

DATE CRYPTO-GROUP CBO SERIAL NO. 







































May 18. 






A conference was held by the Admiral to discuss the 
measures to be taken to counter the expected Jap offensive 
in the Hawaiian Area and in Alaska. It is generally believed 
that a serious attempt will be made to capture Midway and 
raid Oahu. The date for this is indefinite but the Admiral 
wants everything possible done by the 25th of May. This might 
be about a week early. In general it was tentatively decided 
to - (1) reinforce Midway with part of a raider battalion, 
above reenforcements of marines already underway; (2) station 
about 4 subs off Midway; (3) use Midv/ay to stage army VB to 
within reach of enemy CV; (4) search with about 12 PBY; (5) 
employ task force 16 plus the Yorktown group if ready in the 
critical area; (6) move out BBs with the Saratoga; (7) form 
a North Pacific Force and send it to Alaskan waters; (8) 
expedite navy yard repairs. 

Doubtful submarine contacts continue in the Central 
Pacific Area. Today a small seaplane was sighted which could 
have cone from an enemy submarine. 

Conditions are not yet settled at Efate. The landing 
field is not ready for VFs and men are required to man six 
6" guns and some short range weapons. 

The Hawaiian Islands were placed on a special alert 
because of the possibility of a seaplane bombing attack. 

The NEVADA will be repaired about October 1. 

ClnCPac 190117 suggests that Lion and Cub units now 
about ready will/be assigned definite destination until further 
study in Southern Pacific is completed. 

CinCPac 190839 Rear Admiral McCain becomes Comairsopac. 

Fletcher will arrive Pearl about May 28th. 

Colonel Clements USMC, who got out of Corrigedor April 
10th gave a gloomy talk on how we lost the Philippines. 

Aside from small scale air activity the Southwest 
Pacific seems quiet. |P 















Hay 19. 


Coninch 192200 deals with the manning of 6" guns at Efate. 

CinCPac 200359 suggests necessity for and means to obtain 
coordination between ships and shore based air. 

Com.Gen. ROSES 191759 recommends occupation of ESPIRITU 
SANTO. This is concurred in by prospective ComSaWPac. The 
C.G. also desires at least two more infantry regiments. The 
desire for more troops seems general as C.G. STRAW also wants 
more. The logistic item must be considered before all men 
requested are sent. Comairsopac (191120) wants more civilian 
personnel. 

CinCPac 200113 urges Cominch action at STRAWBOARD. See 
aidac in this connection which directs action to be taken. 

There is malaria at ROSES. Also at that place the field 
for VF will be ready June 20, while use of VBs is indefinite. 

An estimate of the present situation is being prepared. 
CinCPac is busy today taking counter measures to oppose the 
Japanese American campaign. Specific developments are shown 
in the aidacs for the day. 
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May 20. 


The formation and despatch of the North Pacific Force 
(Task Force EIGHT) under Rear Admiral Theobald got underway. 

The vessels of the force present v/ill depart Pearl May 23rd, 
and proceed to an Alaskan rendezvous via MIDWAY. The main 
reinforcement of MIDWAY, consisting of AA batteries, and ground 
personnel, and two companies of a Raider Battalion go to MIDWAY 
with Admiral Theobald. 

Admiral Ghormley arrived in AUCKLAND. 

CinCPac 210531 requests that the Army direct that no more 
planes be flown from here to AUSTRALIA for the present. Tech¬ 
nically, he does not control these planes. 

CinCPac 210137 gives plans for the YORKTOWN. 

Rear Admiral Byrd and party leave here soon on the 
MACKINAC to Inspect South Pacific bases. 

Commanding General, SAMOA 202122 must feel that the 
French wont let us have WALLIS ISLAND and suggests a diversion As 
for troops earmarked for that place. \A 
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FLAGSHIP OF THE COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF 



Hay 21, 1942 


HHMoaAMDUM F03 : Commandor-in-Chief • 

Following io the latest status of Army nod Uavy 
airoraft based on Oahu: 


M23 

50 


TYPE 

Heavy bombers 
(B-17) 



Medium bombers 
(B-86) 

Medium bombers 
(B-18) 


Aiftnr 

HEIbLgCS 


30 of those are already here* The 
remaining 20 are due within the next 
few days, to stay here until further 
orders. 

Duo within next few days, to remain 
here until further orders. 

Those are obsolescent. 


180 Pursuit 

(P-39, P-40) 



Attack (A—20) 


HAVY 


90 





Patrol 


Fighters 


Joout T -ombers 


Torpodo pianos 

V0 A 3 

V«T (lar~o) 

VJ (small) 


Does not include 10 plonea at Iloumea. 

Doe8 indu e 16 at or euroute Midway. 
Total actually based D tt hu and Kauai: 80. 
11 more due within a few weeks. 

SARATOGA 'Squadron (22) a«3 Marinos (21), 
27 more in reserve as CV replacements. 

SARATOGA iquadron (10) and Marines (11). 
1C more in reserve as CV replacements, 

SARATOGA iquadron. 3 more in reserve 
as CV replacements. 


Copy to: 

Chief of itaff; operations; 

‘RT PlftiiSj CO' £, "OlOT"'! ^ 


A. C. DAVIS 
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*5 k l l! hTF May 26, 1942 

ESTIMATE OF THE SITUATION 
ATTACK ON HAWAIIAN AND ALASKAN BASES 

PART I - MISSION 

The Problem 

1. There are Indications that the enemy will make a 
strong simultaneous effort, commencing after May 26, 1942, to - 

(a) Capture MIDWAY for possible subsequent operations 
against OAHU , and 

(b) Capture an advanced position in the ALEUTIAN ISLANDS. 
The problem here considered is how to deal with that 

enemy effort, while continuing to carry out tasks assigned but 
not directly related to this problem. 

The Situation 

2. The basic task of the Commander-in-Chlef, U.S. Pacific 
Fleet, which applies is: 

"covering and holding the line HAWAII-MIDWAY and 
maintaining tis communications with West Coast". 

The Commander-in-Chief, Pacific Ocean Areas, is 
assigned, among others, the following supplementary tasks: 

"(a) Hold island positions between the United States 
and Southwest Pacific Area necessary for security of 
the line of communications between these regions and 
for supporting naval, air, and amphibious operations 
against Japanese." 

"(d) Support defense of the continent of Noi^America." 
"(e) Protect essential sea and air communications." 


1 - 1 - 
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3. The following is quoted from a message from COMINCH: 

"I consider that our appropriate strategy is to make strong 
concentration HAWAIIAN AREA and - to employ strong at¬ 

trition tactics and not allow our forces to accept such 
decisive action as would be likely to incur heavy losses 

in our carriers and cruisers. 

"Create for the defense of ALASKA the North Pacific Force 
comprising northwest ancT frontier forces plus such western 
sea frontier forces as you elect to include sound school 
destroyers and submarines plus such Fleet units as you 
can make available all preferably to be concentrated 
initially at KODIAK and/or COLD BAY." 

4. The Commander-in-Chief, U.S. Pacific Fleet will 
employ the major part of his forces to repel these attacks. 

He will expect full cooperation from Army forces stationed 
in ALASKA. 
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PART II - SURVEY OP OPPOSING STRENGTHS 


1. (a) The Japanese have ju3t experienced a setback in 

the NEW BRITAIN - NEW GUINEA Area. In spite of this, their 
morale is high. 

(b) It is to be expected that the planning for this 
campaign will be excellent and the preparations complete. 

They are indicated having a rehearsal for parts of the campaign. 

(c) Their planes, are generally speaking, of greater 
range than ours. Their fighters out-perform ours. 

(d) They have amply demonstrated their ability to use 
their carrier air with great ability. We can no longer under¬ 
estimate their naval air efficiency. 

(e) On the other hand, our men are just as brave, and 
those who have been properly trained are believed to be better 
than their opposite Jap number. Our Army is untried except 

in Bataan. The Army air has not demonstrated that it has the 
ability to coordinate with surface forces, and they are not 
very successful in hitting mobile targets with their high 
altitude bombers. 

(f) Our submarines have demonstrated considerable 
superiority. Division tactics have not been tried out 
against the enemy. 
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Character of the Theater . 

(a) Hydrography , topography . The Hawaiian Sea Frontier 
presents no problem. Ships up to the size of CAs can enter and 
berth at MIDWAY, but must exercise extreme caution. 

In the ALASKAN Sector navigation is difficult be¬ 
cause of fog. Charts are only fairly accurate. Harbors are 
generally poor from the viewpoint of the fair weather sailor. 
The best anchorage for a Fleet is at COLD HARBOR, ubt it has 
no resources. The islands are rugged and very thinly populated 
and will not support troops. 

(b) The Weather . The normal trades are expected in the 
Hawaiian Islands Area , while in the Aleutians south of the 
chain overcast weather with fog and occasional rain will be an 
average condition. North of the Aleutian chain there will be 
a somewhat higher percentage of good flying weather. 

(c) Daylight will be from about 0341 to 2014 in Latitude 
25°N on June 1st. In Latitude 50°N it will be from about 0023 
to 2342. 

There will be a full moon on June 1st. 

(d) The following distances are pertinent: 


PEARL 

to 

MIDWAY 

1149 

mi 

PEARL 

to 

SAN DIEGO 

2200 

mi 

PEARL 

to 

DUTCH HARBOR 

2046 

mi 

MIDWAY 

to 

SAIPAN 

2300 

mi 

MIDWAY 

to 

DUTCH HARBOR 

1653 

mi 

DUTCH HARBOR 

to 

COLD BAY 

200 

mi 

DUTCH HARBOR 

to 

KODIAK 

600 

mi 
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2. (Continued) 

SAIPAN to TOKYO 

SAIPAN to TRUK 

WOTJE to PEARL 

3. Information. 


1343 mi. 

570 mi. 
1986 mi. 


(a) Our sole source of information for this problem 
is RI and Cl. The enemy may be deceiving us. 

(b) We may expect the enemy to have had full informa¬ 
tion prior to December 7, 1941. Since that time he has not 

had such good opportunities. Nevertheless he spotted the return 
of Task Force 16 in April due to our radio carelessness. 

(c) Communication facilities are considered equal, 
with the exception of our ECM. 

4. Enemy Forces . 

(a) Ultimate Japanese strength which will be employed 
in each sector cannot be accurately determined at this time. 

In the Hawaiian sector he may employ: 


Comlnch estimate 
Fast BBs 4 

Crudivs 4 and 8 ? 

Cardivs 1 & 2 plus 1 5 

At least 2 Desrons ? 

A landing force ? 


CinCPac estimate 


BBs 

CVs 

CAs 

DDs 

SS 


2-4 

4 

8-9 

15-20 

2 surbrons 


A landing force. 
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4. (Continued) 

In the Alaskan Sector he may employ: 

Cardiv Three (RYUJO and 1 XCV) 2 CV 

NACHI (Flag CinC 5th Fleet) 1 CA 

One section of Crudiv 4 2 CA 

One old cruiser of TAMA type 1 OCL 

Desron ONE, less 1 Desdiv, and Desdiv TWO 16 DD 

Subron ONE 8-10 SS 


This force will escort and cover auxiliary types 
consisting of transports, landing boat carriers, cargo ves¬ 
sels, and tankers. 

(b) Shore based air can only be employed by some 
refueling method such as fueling seaplanes from submarines 
and/or tankers, and using CVs to act as staging points. 

5. Bases . 

The nearest bases are too far distant for considera¬ 
tion. He will be well over 2000 miles from any good base sup¬ 
port. 

6. Own Forces . 

(a) Battleships . 

We have seven battleships on the Pacific Coast. 
All of them can be moved westward, but because of entire lack 
of air support and inadequacy of screening vessels they will 
be kept where they are at the present. They could hardly be 
secure at Pearl during the period of this estimate because 
of the strong probability of an air raid. 
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6. (Continued) 

(b) Carrier Task Forces . 

(1) Task Force SIXTEEN should arrive in the 
OAHU area about May 26th. Departing OAHU 28 May it can arrive 
off MIDWAY, fueled, about 1 June. 

(2) Task Force SEVENTEEN will arrive Pearl about 
May 28th. The YORKTOWN is damaged and must receive plane re¬ 
placements. It is possible that she can be placed in service 
four days after arrival Pearl. If she cannot be given ade¬ 
quate temporary repairs in that time she will be sent to 
BREMERTON at once. 

(3) The SARATOGA will be ready at San Diego 

June 5th. She could arrive in the critical area of the Central 
Pacific only if the Japs are considerably later than now ex¬ 
pected. 

(4) The WASP will not arrive in time to be con¬ 


sidered. 

(5) The LONG ISLAND is not suitable as a Carrier 
Task Force nucleus for present operations but might be used 
after June 15th. 

(c) North Pacific Force . 

This force is being formed at the direction of 
the Commander-in-Chief, U.S. Fleet. It comprises all of the 
forces which can reach Alaskan waters during the first week in 
June. 
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6. (c) (Continued) 

As Task Force SIGHT, this will eventually comprise: 

2 CA, 3 CL, 12 DD, PG, 1 AVP, 1 AM, 14 YP, 4 AMC, 15 CG, 6 SS, 
20 PBY-5A, 9 VSO and all Army aircraft that can be made avail¬ 
able. 

The major part of this task force can rendezvous at 
COLD BAY or KODIAK about June 5th. 

Being opposed to a force containing carriers, it 
must depend very heavily on land based air. 

(d) Escorts . 

All of the remaining surface forces are assigned 
to escort duty. 

(e) Submarines . 

At daylight May 26th submarines will be disposed 
off MIDWAY as follows: 

1-50 miles NW of MIDWAY. 

1-50 miles NNW of MIDWAY. 

3 - in the arc 215-315 from MIDWAY distant 175 
miles. 

Eight more submarines will be ready at Pearl 
between May 24 - 30 to take up offensive patrol in the MIDWAY - 
OAHU Area. 

Other submarines of the Pacific Fleet not under 
overhaul are on patrol in enemy waters. 

(f) Oilers . 

(1) The COMET with ten days oil for Task Force 
EIGHT is being sent to KODIAK for orders. The SABINE is avail¬ 


able for that force also 
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6. (f) (Continued) 

(2) Other oilers will be used as necessary in 
the Hawaiian Sea Frontier. 



(g) Aircraft 

ARMY 

NUMBER 

TYPE 

REMARKS 

50 

Heavy bombers 
(B-17) 

30 of these are already here. The re¬ 
maining 20 are due within the next few 
days, to stay here until further orders 

26 

Medium bombers 
(B-26) 

Due within next few days, to remain 
here until further orders. 

17 

Me divan bombers 
(B-18) 

These are obsolescent. 

180 

Pursuit 

(P-39, P-40) 


7 

Attack (A-20) 

NAVY 

96 

Patrol 

Does not include 18 planes at NOUMEA. 
Does include 16 at or enroute MIDWAY. 
Total actually based OAHU and KAUAI: 80 
11 more due within a few weeks. 

43 

Fighters 

SARATOGA Squadron (22) and Marines (21) 
27 more in reserve as CV replacements. 

29 

Scout Bombers 

SARATOGA Squadron (18) and Marines (11) 
16 more in reserve as CV replacements. 

13 

Torpedo planes 

SARATOGA Squadron. 3 more in reserve 
as CV replacements. 

15 

vo/vs 


12 

VJ (large) 


26 

VJ (small) 
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6. (Continued) 

(h) Bases * 

(1) Pearl Harbor is being cleared of shipping 
as far as possible. 

(2) Midway can be used as a staging point for 


Army bombers. 

(3) Alaskan bases are shown in Annex "A" to Task 
Force EIGHT Operation Plan No. 28-42. 

(i) i. Defense troops at: 

OAHU (Army) 

MIDWAY (Marine s) 

Defense Battalion 
2 Raider Companies 
ALASKA (Army) troops 


64,843 total 
Officers Men 
1828 
270 


71 
9 

ii. ALASKA (Army) troops 23,518 total 

iii. Note : The above does not include air per¬ 
sonnel at MIDWAY who are sufficient to 
handle the 16 PBY (Navy) and the 54 Marine 
planes, but do include some air personnel 
in ALASKA. 


7. Logistics . 

The enemy will have a difficult logistic problem. 
Because of this the time spent by their combatant types east 
of 180° will be strictly limited. Should they establish them¬ 
selves in Alaska or Hawaii their logistic supply will be an 
immediate objective of the Pacific Fleet forces. 
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7. (Continued) 

Own logistic supply will mainly be from Pearl . Small 
Navy tankers and supply ships now assigned to Alaska cannot be 
diverted to supply Task Force EIGHT. 

8. Summary of Strength and Weakness Factors . 

Strength 


Own 

1. Fairly good idea of enemy 
intentions. 

2. Present ability to detect 
changes in enemy intentions. 

3. Fairly strong shore based 
air. 

4. Strength inherent in de¬ 
fense of strong positions. 

5. Reinforcement of MIDWAY, 

6. Submarines available in 
probable area, 

7. A strong base at PEARL. 

8. Adequate logistics. 


Enemy 

1. Superior CV and BB strength. 

2. Stifficient and seasoned 
amphibious troops and trans¬ 
ports. 

3. Training and experience in 
amphibious warfare. 

4. Possible carrier VF super¬ 
iority. 

5. Larger range of CV aircraft. 

6. Efficient air weapons. 

7. Initiative due to superior 
strength. 


1 . 


2. 


Weakness 

Own 

We are forced to employ 1. 

attrition. 

The YORKTOWN may have to 2. 
go to Bremerton at once. 3. 


Enemy 

Operation projected at long 
distance from own bases. 
Must establish new bases. 
Difficult logistic problem. 
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3. 


4. 


5. 


6. 


8. (Continued) 


Weakness (Cont'd) 


Own 

We have no adequate air or 
submarine protection for 
our BBs. 

Amy air is of uncertain 
value. 

Our submarines have not 
operated as a division 
against the enemy. 
Coordination with the Amy 
in Alaska will be difficult. 


Enemy 

4. Inability to adapt them¬ 
selves to forced change 
of plan. 

5. Striking forces will be 
hampered by train. 
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PART III - ENEMY COURSES OF ACTION 

1. The enemy knows our building program - and that in 
time - our forces will be sufficiently strong to take the 
offensive. He further knows our defenses are inadequate now - 
but gradually being strengthened. Hence, from the time factor 
alone, such operation should be conducted at the earliest pos¬ 
sible time. While he is '’extended", he is able to assemble a 
considerable force - as most of the occupied territory is un¬ 
able to make any real effort. He knows that AUSTRALIA is be¬ 
ing heavily reinforced from the United States and would un¬ 
doubtedly desire to cut that supply line. But he may also 
consider MIDWAY to be just another WAKE and ALASKA undefended. 
Regardless of our ideas of his strategic possibilities, the 
purpose here is to discuss immediate possibilities. 

2. To hamstring our efforts to build up facilities for 
the offensive we conclude that he will: 

(a) Attempt to capture MIDWAY. 

(b) Raid OAHU. 

(c) Attempt to secure an advance position in the 
ALEUTIAN Islands. 

3. It is believed that his forces will depart for the 
ALEUTIANS from a point in northern Japan on May 25 or 26; and 
that the Hawaiian forces will depart from the SAIPAN Area a 
bit later. If these beliefs are accepted our opposing forces 
should be in initial posit! ons in the ALASKAN Sector by June 
1st and in the MIDWAY - OAHU Sector June 3rd. 
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PART IV ~ OWN COURSES OF ACTION 
1. We have decided: 

(a) To retain the battleships on the West Coast. 

(b) To employ Task Force SIXTEEN to the northeast 
of MIDWAY initially as soon as possible. 

(c) To employ Task Force EIGHT in the ALEUTIANS. 

(d) To initially employ a submarine screen of 6 
fleet submarines off MIDWAY. 

(e) To employ Task Force SEVENTEEN in the MIDWAY - 
OAHU Area if temporary repairs can be made at Pearl. Otherwise 
the YORKTOWN will be sent to Bremerton. 

(f) To expedite the arrival of the SARATOGA in the 
HAWAIIAN Area. 

(g) To reinforce the submarine screen with 6 fleet 
submarines at Pearl as soon as possible. 

(h) To reinforce MIDWAY with PBYs, AA, and a small 
Raider Group. 

(i) To alert forces in the HAWAIIAN Area. 

(j) To clear Pearl Harbor of ships as much as is 

possible. 

(k) To hold Army bombers enroute to AUSTRALIA at 
OAHU during the present emergency. 

(l) To use MIDWAY to stage Army bombers to enemy 

carriers. 
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2. Danger from submarines and other raiders along the 
Pacific lines of communications requires the continued use of 
convoys and escorts. 

3. Not only our directive from Commander-in-Chief, U.S. 
Fleet, but also common sense dictates that we cannot now af¬ 
ford to slug it out with the probably superior approaching 
Japanese forces. We must endeavor to reduce his forces by 
attrition - submarine attacks, air bombing, attack on isolated 
units. The principle of calculated chance is indicated, as set 
forth in a letter of instructions to Task Force EIGHT. If at¬ 
trition is successful the enemy must accept the failure of his 
venture or risk battle on disadvantageous terms for him. 

4. There is the suggestion that the enemy will attempt 
to trap our surface forces. Our air umbrella will assist in 
preventing that. 

5. While the difficulty of placing our submarines with¬ 
in reach of the enemy is extremely great, and dependent to a 
large extent on chance, the risk to them is no more than nor¬ 
mal and we only do it at the expense of ultimate reduction in 
offensive patrol in close to the enemy homeland. The placing 
of submarine leaving Pearl May 28-30 will depend somewhat on 
the RI and Cl information. 
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PART V - DISPOSITIONS AND FUTURE DECISIONS 


1. More information of the enemy is expected. On present 
information the following, not indicated in Part IV, is planned: 

(a) All submarines available in the Hawaiian Area 
will be placed on a scouting line to the v/estward of Midway. 

They are assigned patrol sectors until contact. On contact 
they will close in for attack without regard to the assigned 
sectors. 


(b) The SARATOGA will be the carrier of a new task 
force which will be assigned to the Striking Forces operating 
in the critical area. 

(c) Key personnel under orders to other stations will 
be retained in present duties until further orders. 

(d) Leave and liberty for officers and men will be 
cancelled until further orders. 

(e) Extreme care will be used to prevent the enemy 
from gaining information of own deployment by radio or other¬ 
wise . 


(f) The Amphibious Force at San Diego will be put on 
48 hours notice In order that it may load and retake any posi¬ 
tions captured by the enemy. 

(g) Part of a marine Raider Battalion will be retained 
at Pearl for use In eventualities. 

2. The disposition of the YORKTOWN should be determined 
by May 28th. 

3. An Operation Plan for MIDWAY Area will be issued to 
all concerned prior to the departure of major forces. 
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MAY GCT 
21 0200 



21 0456 



21 0900 
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COMALASKA SECTOR TO COMNOWESSEAFRON INFO CINCPAC 


Essential that Army and Navy commands in Alaska have 
complete Information a3 early as possible on total 
prospective aircraft reinforcements both services so 
as to plan and coordinate initial dispositions and 
operations. 

CG STRAW TO COMSOUPAC INFO CINCPAC 


Cincpac 202045. Outline plan follows. First Echelon 
SUMNER SWAN with advance part 20 officers 200 enlisted 
plus one plane. Make rapid reconnaissance harbor and 
beach facilities. Seaplane operating area include 
photo reconnaissance report to Straw3tack estimated 
time 2 days. Second Echelon ZEILIN HARRIS KIT CARSON 
followed by TURKEY and barge heavy engineering equip¬ 
ment. Disembark fuel garrison combat equipment sup¬ 
plies. Estimated time troops 4 days dash afirm king 
8 to 10 days. Third echelon FORMALHAUT possibly 
MANOERAN with heavy cargo. When unloading facilities 
available estimated week to ten days after arrival 
second Echelon. Times estimates subject modification 
with full knowledge local conditions present plans did 
not anticipate call upon this force for food for popu¬ 
lation. Force has normal 90 day supply that could be 
drawn upon in emergency but recommend subsistence 
population organized separate project with independent 
line supply. Request information of established rate 
of exchange French franc versus American dollar in 
islands. 

COMAIRSOUPAC TO CINCPAC 


Following air reinforcements recommended by respective 
air commanders in indicated South Pacific Areas as 
being requisite to adequate defense thereof: Straw - 
1 fightron 1 medium bombron and 6 0S2U planes. Fantan 
3 fightrons 4 heavy bombrons 3 medium bombron3 2 dive 
bombron3 and 1 patron. Poppy - 1 fightron 1 heavy 
bombron 1 medium bombron and 1 dive bombron. Roses - 
1 heavy bombron 1 medium bombron and 1 dive bombron. 
Concur in these recommendations when fields and facil¬ 
ities for maintenance available (some months hence) 
except recommend additional fightron at Roses and 1 
less heavy bombron at Fantan. Concentration at Fantan 
considered desirable in view central location and 
potential facilities. As result my inspection recom¬ 
mend and request following air reinforcements as soon 
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21 0900 


(Continued) 



21 2209 



22 0300 


22 0311 

0 


as planes and personnel can be made available: Straw - 
augment existing 3 VP 6 SSD-3 and 6 0S2U planes. 

Pantan - 9 VP to bring fightron to strength 1 heavy 
bombron 1 medium bombron 1 dive bombron and 6 VP 
plane3. Poppy - 1 fightron 1 heavy bombron 1 medium 
bombron and 1 dive bombron. Hoses - 1 fightron. 
Reinforcements expected your 140G47 inclusive in 
recommended increases. Ba3is of strength in planes 
considered as fightron and dive bombrons 25, bombrons 
and patrons 12. Urge reinforcement VP be type P-38 
if obtainable. Info adees requested keep me advised 
of completion proposed fields and maintenance facili¬ 
ties. Cincpac pass for info to ComGen Straw ComGen 
Roses and Alusnob Suva for GOC Pantan. To ComGen by 
hand Poppy. 

C0MN0WESSEAFR0N TO CINCPAC 


Request to pas3 to Theobald. Comairtask Group Alaska 
sometimes referred to as Comairalsec is Commander 
Perry commanding officer air station Kodiak who func¬ 
tions under Comairtaskfor Northwestseafron Commander 
Gehres who commands Patwing 4. Perry experienced 
flyer with broad Alaskan background will have 12 patrol 
amphibians including 1 recent replacement to cover 
Kodiak and westward through Aleutians. Parker Com¬ 
al sec maintains headquarters ashore at Airsta Kodiak 
with close liaison with Buckner at Port Richardson. 
Latter on inspection tour through Aleutians now hurry¬ 
ing back to anchorage. 2nd part from Comnorwesseafron 
follows. 

GHORMLEY to COMGEN STRAY/ INFO CINCPAC 


Cincpac is in command Pacific Theatre including South 
Pacific Area until 3uch time a3 I have taken command. 
Your 210456 is hereby referred to him for action. 
Attention invited to fact that I have promised Free 
French that our forces will occupy island as soon as 
it is declared Free French. Ref Cincpac 202045. 

COMGEN SAMOAN GROUP TO CINCPAC 


Unidentified freighter sighted lat 14-10 3outh long 
173-30 west at 1830 GCT 21 May. Course 200. 
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22 0335 COMSOUWESPACFOR TO CI1ICPAC 




Search NEOSHO SIMS survivors abandoned. Aircraft will 
continue search during routine patrols and reconnais¬ 
sance flights. HENLEY picked up one hundred twenty 
three nen Including 25 hospital cases then sank NEOSHO 
with two torpedoes. Commanding Officer NEOSHO stated 
additional large number men left ship in rafts immedi¬ 
ately after engagement on 12 May one man from SIMS died 
aboard HENLEY and 13 May one man from NEOSHO died. 

16 May HELM rescued 4 more NEOSHO men lat 15-25 long 

154- 56 one man later died on board. Other 3 men stated 
they only ones left alive out of 68 who abandoned ship 
in 4 life rafts at time of engagement and remained 
together throughout. No information yet as to fate 

of missing men. Later on 16 May in lat 15-16 long 

155- 07 HELM sighted enpty NEOSHO whaleboat and two 
life jackets no men. All survivors able travel being 
returned via WRIGHT. Complete list survivors will be 
forwarded airmail. 


22 0716 COMGENHAWDEPT TO CHIEF OF STAFF WASH INFO CINCPAC 




Following msg sent to Chief of Staff Army Washn DC 
and is for Clncpacs information stop status report 
of units reference your 3839 20th stop 3 B-17's of the 
first provisional bombardment squadron have arrived 
here stop 5 of second provisional squadron already 
at POPPY no information received here on remainder of 
these aircraft stop 50 men being trained in torpedo 
maintenance and operation at 14th Naval District stop 
navy ha3 assisted in preparing a tactical and technical 
torpedo training program that v/ill be given B-26 com¬ 
bat crev/s upon arrival. 
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212142 HQ USMC TO COKGENDEFOR SAMOAN GROUP 

Your dispatch 200125 see paragraph 20 my serial 
003A7842 of 20 March. Subject approval CinCPac 
this HQ has no objection to increasing garrison of 
STRAWBOARD by 1 battery 3 inch 4 guns 37imn and 8 guns 
50 caliber from 2nd defBn with additional personnel 
per T-0 when that place occupied. 420 men for 8th 
Marines and 350 men for DefEhs proceeding via WHARTON 
in May. Urdis 190210 assignment additional personnel 
as labor troops impracticable due to other commitments. 
Detachment about 600 will be sent in June for attach¬ 
ment to 3rd Brig for training pending ultimate assign¬ 
ment to a Reinforced Regiment relieving 7th Marines. 

22 2041 CINCPAC TO TANGIER 

For Admiral D'Argenlieu: I desire to express my 
appreciation of your excellent plan for the rallying 
of WALLIS ISLAND to the Free French and I have di¬ 
rected the Commanding General at SAMOA to carry out 
the procedure agreed upon by you and Vice Admiral 
Ghormley. As a final arrangement it is requested 
that you direct the CHEVREUIL to meet the advanced 
Allied echelon of three ships 35 miles south of WALLIS 
at 2000 Greenwich time on 27 May. This advance echelon 
will follow CHEVREUIL into the lagoon at an interval 
of one hour for submarine protection but will not land 
troops until requested by your representative. It 
would be appreciated if such request v/ere made promptly. 
I request that you confirm the foregoing arrangement 
to me by radio. Admiral Nimitz. 

22 2]15 CINCPAC TO MACARTHUR 


Period .extending 8-3 4 May. Maximum 11 and 12 May. 
Ciphered retransmissions by Japs to own forces were 
from fifteen minutes to one hour after original Allied 
transmission CinCPac reploying to ComsoWestPac's 221042. 
It is also noted that the Allied plain language contact 
reports and press releases are frequently very similar 
to encrypted despatches sent to this command. 

♦ 

22 2230 COMSOPACFOR TO CINCPAC 


ComGen STRAW 220354 in my opinion in order carry out 
spirit of mission of force proceeding WALLIS and in 
view French tenperment disposition it is better not to 
make actual rendezvous with CHEVREUIL. Any change in 
arrangements now might jeopardize whole project. 
Ghormiey originator. SAMOA pass to ComGen STRAW. 
TANGIER give to ConAirSoPac. 
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23 0333 


CINCPAC TO COMGEN POPPY, COMGEN ROSES 


Plan of General Patch for occupation ESPIRITU SANTO 
approved with following reservation. Army not pre¬ 
pared to furnish additional troops from U.S. there¬ 
fore airfield not to be constructed \mtil adequate 
defense is assured. 



Minor preparation as seaplane base is desirable. 
Diversion PAUL JONES and escort authorized. Details 
by arrangement with General Chamberlain. 

21 1305 COMMPHORPAC TO CINCPAC 


Cominch 201455 All tactical squadrons Marine Wing 2 
are at or under orders Islands Pacific for defense 
duty. Marine Wing 1 in training status except sub¬ 
ject to defense duty on call Army Interceptor Com¬ 
mand and Western Sea Frontier. Defense duty reduced 
training about 25 %. Impossible to train progressively 
with Pacific Amphibious Force due to lack airplanes 
and continuous absorption untrained aviation and 
ground personnel. Recommend defense duties Marine Air 
Wings Western Sea Frontier be subject to my approval 
and that wings be assigned adequate aircraft. Definite 
written recommendations now in preparation will be 
forwarded promptly. Recommend you release 3 groups 
2nd Marine Aircraft Wing for transfer to Amphibious 
Force on Mainland and request early decision. 





23 2311 USNLO NOUMEA TO CINCPAC 

Admiral D'Argenlleu 1 s Chief of Staff states that 
CHEVREUIL is under radio silence but following mes¬ 
sage transmitted this morning Sunday over both Allied 
and French circuits: Quote You mu3t intercept the 
Allied Advanced Echelon of 3 ships 35 miles south of 
7/ALLIS ISLAND at 2000 GCT on the 27th of May 1942. 

The 3 ships will follow the CHEVREUIL into the lagoon 
at an interval of 1 hour for submarine protection but 
will not land troops until requested by you. end3. 
unquote. 

24 0330 COMGEN DEFFORCE TUTNILA TO COMAIRSOPAC 


Your 210900. 7/ill report progress construction of 
fields and request items in Part 2C Cominch secret 
00190 dash 17 March 1942 as accomodations become 
available. Quoting my 070115 to CinCPac. Require¬ 
ments present and prospective operations make more 
effective scouting patrolling urgent need. 

(continued on next page) 
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24 0330 (Continued) 

Recommend one squadron VBP for this area earliest 
possible. Can operate STRAWHAT. Six additional VSO 
for STRAWBOARD or preferably J2F5 should be available 
earliest possible after initiation that operation 
end quote. 

24 0620 OHORMLEY TO CINCPAC INFO COMINCH 



Going to Wellington tonight for few days Callaghan 
remains FULCRUM. I will recommend to Chiefs of Staff 
that New Zealand forces now in FANTAN remain there on 
account their familiarity with country and their 
services there are required in addition to our Army 
division now earmarked for that assignment. Also 
that New Zealand officers now serving with native 
forces remain there. 
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23 2300 COMAIRSOUPAC BY TANGIER TO CINCPAC 


Your 211950 x Request delivery of material as follows: 
Pantan 24 torpedoes from west coast plus warheads and 
tractor field equipment with compressor x Poppy 12 
torpedoes from west coast and 12 from east coast plus 
warhead3 and tractor field equipment with compressor x 
Event foregoing'impracticable because of required routing 
request entire shipment be consigned Fulcrum in lieu 
Xrav for further distribution this force. Consider 
above will fulfill immediate needs of 2 squadrons 
medium bombers presently allocated this area. 

24 0543 C0MS0V7ESPAC TO CINCPAC 


First part xx Connection forthcoming operations suggest 
use of radio deception create impression that task force 
New Hebrides Coral Sea Area may contribute in some extent 
by (A) delaying or postponing any New Guinea invasion x 

(B) Diverting units from Midway force to this area x or 

(C) Causing enemy under estimate forces available you xx 
Analysis radio traffic 28 April to 5 May connected opera¬ 
tions this area Indicates Cincpac originated 7 messages x 
Units at sea 5 X Systems used GEPAJ GUPID JITAJ BYPAJ GALUG X 
Some messages from forces at sea sent direct by radio others 
apparently flown to shore radio stations or tenders for 
transmission x Messages originated by me depended upon 
enemy 3ightings and intelligence info xx Suggest following 
plan x Near future ship at sea New Caledonia area transmit 
dummy message in Galug on taskfor commanders freq addressed 
you and me x Two days later Tangier transmit similar 
message (This Is last half) message with time group about 

6 hours old in JITAJ to you and me info several calls to 
simulate tanker arrangements and message being flown In 
to Tangier x Two days later message similar above two but 
In GALUG from Tangier simulating exchange of plans between 
task force comdrs x No dummy messages necessary from you 
as legitimate traffic to task forces will probably suffice 
However recommend including me as addressee suitable number x 
I will continue intelligence messages to task force comdrs 
your fleet volume and freqs depending upon actual informa¬ 
tion x On certain messages will increase the precedence to 
simulate info that a striking force in this vicinity would 
require for attack x Dummy traffic to use one or more 
call signs Para 16 call sigh book.xx Believe above plan 
might accomplish desired purpose with very little 
addition traffic on radio circuits x 
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25 0045 COIJGEN SAMOAN GROUP TO CIKCPAC 

urdis 232117 x Present strength and armament 2nd Defense 
Battalion reinforced pursuiant urgent recommendations 
ConGen Strawstack in which item concur x Increasing 
importance Stack port base and airfield make reduction 
in strength not warranted x mission Strawboard indicates 
demand great strength anti-aircraft defense x More weapons 
and weapons of greater effectiveness required procurement 
90mm batteries 20mm or 40mm guns urgently recommended x 
No part of additional 10 officers 225 men required to 
increase defense battalion Strawboard to Table D-155A 
can be taken from any source within this area unless 
assurance most expeditious replacement x Suggestion in 
Marcorps 212142 therefore not feasible x Question labor 
troops not urgent at this time x 


25 1240 

O 


COMINCH TO COMSOPAC 


This dispatch for Admiral Ghormley x Recommendations your 
240620 with respect to New Zealand troops remaining Fiji 
not repeat not in line with expressed views of United 
States Chiefs of Staff who would have to find and trans¬ 
port another U.S. division to New Zealand to keep their 
commitments. 
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25 0215 


CINCPAC TO COMINCH 


HAVE GIVEN PULL CONSIDERATION TO EMPLOYMENT OF BATTLE¬ 
SHIPS IN PRESENT SITUATION X YOUR 241540 X SOME LIGHT 
FORCES AND SARATOGA COULD BE MADE AVAILABLE AS SCREEN 
BNJAM CONVINCED THAT LATTER’S STRIKING POWER IS NECESS¬ 
ARY WITH OTHER CARRIERS AND SHOULD NOT BE RESTRICTED TO 
PROTECTION OF EB’S X SARATOGA WILL BE MOVED OUT AS SOON 
AS POSSIBLE X BATTLESHIPS WILL BE HELD IN RESERVE ON 
WEST COAST UNTIL OBJECTIVES FOR THEIR STRIKING POWER 
ARE MORE DEFINITE X MY 230051 APRIL X WHEN EMPLOYED 
WILL ENDEAVOR TO FORM SUPPORTING CARRIER’S AIR GROUP 
CHIEFLY OF VF X SUFFICIENT THIS TYPE AIRCRAFT NOT NOW 
AVAILABLE TO ME 
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25 2031 CG SAMOA TO CINCPAG 

Defense force Strawhat and man established ashore all 
unloading completed 22 May. 

26 0045 CIKCPAC TO MAR COR? HD:; INFO COMINCH 

^rdis 212142 and CG Samoa 250045 x Cincpac has always 
felt that AA protection contemplated Strawhat and 
Strawboard was inadequate but compelled general short¬ 
age of armament and personnel. Overall situation will 
not be improved by strengthening Board at expense of 
Stack. Recommend AA armament Board be increased as 
soon as available equipment permits to strength in 
CG Samoa 200125 and then similar increase be made hat. 

26 0140 CG SAMOAN TO CINCPAC 


VMO-151 has reported and is established and operating 
on field at Strawstack in part of Marine airgroup 137 

26 0550 COMAIRSOPAC TO CINCPAC 


16 Marine fighters will occupy roses by Friday 29 May. 
Remaining three delayed by leaking fuel tanks. Two 
weeks after delivery of 6000 feet length 150 feet 
width marston mat landing strip will be ready for 
heavy bombers. Equal amount of matting required for 
taxi lanes to dispersal points. Request rush delivery 
of marston mat which has been ordered by Sverdrup. 


531 














MAY GC 


26 1305 From COMINCH TO CINCPAC 

Consider your 0331Z/2G to ComFarEast Fleet and your 
260345 to other may be cause for trouble with 
sources of information. 


26 2005 FROM CINCPAC TO COMINCH 

Does comment contained urdis 261305 apply to info 
contained in dispatches mentioned or relative general 
character info disseminated in compliance your 122310 
of January amended by your 141825 of March. If comment 
applies to second category above suggest Cincpac issue 
bulletins to activities Pacific Theatre including 
SouthWestPac, Coninch issuing to others for better 
control and security. 


27 1245 FROM CO MINCH TO COH SOWESTPACFO R , INFO CINCPAC 

Review of your 260746 and similar earlier despatches 
confirms impression that ships spend more time in 
Antralian ports than at sea. Para. 

Whatever may be restrictions imposed by Australia you 
should see to it that our own ships seize every 
opportunity even make opportunities to engage the 
enemy. 


20 0308 FROM C0MS0WK3TPAC TO COMINCH, CINCPAC . 

No opportunity conduct aggresive operations against 
enemy has been nor will be missed. Urdis 271245, 
Australians authorized impose no restrictions 
operations which are fully under control. Present 
unkeep period authorized to make necessary repairs 
incident 90 days continual operations, to install 
radars, 20 mm guns and other vital military 
equipment. 
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2 HEAVY BOMBARDMENT SQUADRONS COMA OF 6 B-17E PLANES EACH WITH AIR 
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MAINLAND FOR OTHER USE N EXP I RAT IONNOF PRESENT EMERGENCY STOP PLA¬ 
NES V ILL BE PERMANENTLY RETAINED IN HAWAII AS PART OF ALLOCATIONS 

SCHEDl LET FOR YOUR COMMAND PERIOD ESTIMATE THAT EARLIEST DATE PLANES 
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PLAN TO PATROL 24 MAY AS FOLLOWS X ALINE SEARCH USING 6 PLANES 
ON A 420 MILE FRONT TO 600 MILES THE MEDIAN BEING 315 DEG TRUE 
THIS TO BE INCREASED AS PLANE AVAILABILITY INCREASES AND 
ADDITIONAL INFORMATION RECEIVED 
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FROM GHORMLEY X 

NZNB INFORMS ME AS FOLLOWS 

COMMAND 1 

NC OFFICER OF 


JAPANESE DETACHMENTS HAS BEEN ORDERED TO TAKE SPECIAL LANDING PARTY 
TO CAPTURE MIDWAY ISLAND X PARTY IS TO ARRIVE 1900 JUNE 6TH X COMMENT 
X EXPEDITION STARTED FROM SAIPAN X COMPOSITION OF ESCORT FORCES UN¬ 
KNOWN.BUT FOLLOWING UNITS COULD BE AVAILABLE 4BB 12CAS 4CV 3 SEA¬ 
PLANE CARRIERS 2CL AND LARGE NUMBER DESTROYERS X OPNAV INFORMED XX 
ABOVE COMES FROM SECRET SOURCES. 

NOTE: THIS WAS BROADCAST' ON THE RPM FOX SCHEDULE./CWO 

DATE CRYPTO-GROUP CBO 


5/ 2y/ 4 g 


ORIGINATOR 

GHORMLEY 

2?13U 




-L40 


ACTION 


Cl NCPAC 


4/* 


INFORMATION 


COMSWPACFOR 
COMA IRSOUPACFOR 


536 


00 

CofS 

ACS 

FSec 

OPERATIONS 

FI Lt 

V WAR 

FCO 


FRO 

FIO 

PRO 

ACO 

KMO | MeJ 

Gun 

Avia 

Aero 

\drn 

01 

02 

06 


15 

PLANS 

20 


22 

25 

27 

3. 

I ' 5 

90 

95 

96 

JL 

JL 

JL 


X 


, * 




. X 


X 

1 


x 



Operations 


































CLASSIFIED 


c 


AIDAC 


u NAVAL COMMUNICATION SER E 
COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF 
U. S. PACIFIC FLEET 


INCOMING 


240845 


ROUTINE 


REQUEST INSTRUCTIONS ON PATROL OF LT(JC-) ADY X IS IT TO 
CONTINUE OR SHOULD PLANES JOIN THE PATROL FROM THIS- STATION 


A I LAC 


AILAC 


AI LAC 


date 24 MAY 42 


ORIGINATOR 


NAS MIDWAY 
240845 


CRYPTO-GROUP ^053 CB0 : 


X 


00 

\dm 


CofS 

01 


ACS 

02 


FSec 

05 


ACTION 


COMPATWING 2 


V X 


OPERATIONS 

X 


FI U 
IS 


WAR 

PLANS 

V 


FCO 

30 


FRO 

23 


FIO 

25 


PRO 

37 


INFORMATION 


C I NCPAC 


537 


ACO 

SO 


FUO 

50 


Med 

75 


Gen 

00 


Avia 

05 


Jl 


Aero 

»6 


Admiral 
































Ob 



Cominch 211700 ^Aidac) prospectively gives Alaska 
3tate of fleet opposed invasion until and if"invasion in 
force of Kodiak or continental Alaska becomes imminent. Army 
and Navy air to be under General Butler.* Command relationship 
between remainder Army Alaska force and Task Force 8 to be 
by mutual cooperation. Op-Plan 28-42 will be changed according¬ 
ly. * CL*.JL wiCTF8. 

Cominch 211950 (Aidac) gives new estimate for attack 
on Midway and the Aleutians. This agrees generally with our 
dope previously written up (estimate of May 21). 

ComNorWesSeaFrontier 212209 and ComAlaska Sector 
210200 deal with current defense measures. 

C.'i.G. 12.2 220311 gives the situation on reinforce¬ 
ments for Suva area. 

C.G. IlawGept 220716 ^ives the VB setup for Poppy. 

The NEOSHO search is officially over. The story is 
told in ComSWPac 220335. 


Canton reports that a fighter approached the island. 

If true it must have come '’rom a ship. The TANGIER VPs 
spotted and attacked a submarine in Lat. 14-04 S, 162-30 E. 

Cominch wants the Army to learn to drop torpedoes 
from B-26s. The Navy has something to learn on that. 

Ghormley 220300 and Straw 210456 deal with the occupa¬ 
tion of Strawboard. The French still have not acted. 


'^omAirSoPac has looked over his new command and 3 ays 
what he wants to make it tick in his 210900. 


so is our own. 


The enemy situation is shown in the attached estimate 
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Cincpac 222041 gives plan for occupation of Wallis on 
May 27th. However, Admiral Ghormley's 222250 says that no 
rendezvous should be kept. In the meantime the CHEVREUIL 
left Noumea for Wallis today to destroy the radio station. 
That act will be considered Free French occupation and a 
signal for our marines to land. 

The Japs are using our careless communications in 
Southwest Pacific to their advantage (Cincpac 222115). 

Cincpac 230333 approves the occupation of Espiritu Santo 
with reservations. 

Narine Headquarter' 3 212142 approves increasing garrison 
of Strawboard. 


Hollandia was occupied by the enemy Kay Gth. There is 
very little activity in Southwest Pacific now. 

Enemy plans for Hawaiian and Alevitian attacks are 
completed, and, unless we are badly informed should take 
place about June 1st. 

Rear Admiral Theobald (CTF8) left for Kodiak to confer 
with the Army and Navy there on the operations of his force. 
He arrives there May 27th. The NASHVILLE was diverted from 
her fishing expedition to join Task Force 8. 
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May23. 



there. 


The CG at Straw (240330) talks about reinforcenent 


Admiral Ghormley is going to Australia for a few 
days. In his 240620 he recommends that the New Zealand troops 
remain at Fantan in addition to the 37th Army Division which 
is earmarked for that place. 



The Tangier 232311 gives the plan of the Free French 
CHEVREUIL. It is what Cincpac recommended two days ago. 

liGC Marines 211805 gives viev/3 on defense duty marine 
air vs training. 

The British High Commissioner for Pacific Islands 
strenuously objects to our Amy taking over British resident 
radios at Canton and Christmas. This set-up is under consider¬ 
ation along with the general communication problem in the 
SoPac Islands. 


X 


Firgate 


YP-277 was blown up by one of our mines at French 
Shoal. Two survivors were picked up by a DD there. 


The following are to be added to PacFleet (See Aidac); 


1 BB, 1 CV, 1 CL, 4 DD. 

ComAlaska Sector (Aidac attached) recommends that 
not less than 54 torpedo planes or dive bombers supported by 
equa^/fiumber of pursuit be made available Alaska in addition to 

O present force. He also urges the Army in Alaska to move maxi¬ 
mum possible bombers and pursuit from Kodiak and Anchorage 
westward. This seems a very good idea. 


The plane search from Kidway to NW to 600 miles will 
start tomorrow. At that station an error in placing demolition 
charges destroyed considerable avgas. Cincpac will send re¬ 
placement gasoline there immediately, in drums. 



The enemy is indicated leaving SAIPAN on the 26th 
for Midway. Thus, the attack can hardly take place in Hawaii 
before June 2nd. In the meantime the Army feels unnecessarily 
alerted now. They should only be alert for seaplane bombing 
now - not attack in force. 
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May 24 



Preparations for the defense of Midway and the Aleutians 
continue. There were no new developments. 




The performance of our YPs is not good. They evidently 
need more seagoing training. One (YP277) was blown up by a mine 
at French Frigate Shoals. He may not have been properly noti¬ 
fied of this field but the fact remains that the operation was Pl5 
at fault someplace. Others ran out of fuel and must be towed. 

In this connection Cominch directs that all craft capable of 
operating in the open sea be assigned the Sea Frontier,rather 
than the Coastal Frontier. 



In answer to a Cominch query Cincpac 250215 again states 
his decision not to use EBs until they can be protected. The 
SARATOGA, as centre of Task Force 11 under Rear Admiral Fitch, 
will be ready to leave San Diego June 5th and will be moved 
westward. 



Comairsopac gives his immediate torpedo needs in his 

232300. 


Coninch 251240 does not approve keeping New Zealand 
troops in Fiji mentioned yesterday. 


C.G. Marines 250045 discusses Straw reinforcements. 

Comsouwespac 240541 gives what looks like a very good 
radio decption plan. Might v/ell be \ised now. 

There is good reason to believe that Orange is using 
'our plane-shore radio traffic to deduce our deployment. 

This also has the possible result of drying up our informa¬ 
tion sources. 
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May 25 






The RICHMOND and 3hore batteries opened up on 
an unidentified plane at Bleacher. Later it was found to be 
a New Zealand photographic plane on unauthorized flight. The 
proper identification of friendly planes in tine to safely 
withhold fire is one requiring constant attention. 


C.G. Straw 252031 says unloading conpleted at 
Strawhat and Strawman on May 22d. Note that reinforcenents 
at Straw have been requested and that Cincpac 260045 considers 
AA at Strawhat and Strawboard as projected to be inadequate. 


Comairsopac 260550 gives further news on Roses air. 
CG Samoa 260140 does the sane for Strawstack. 


Preparations for the attack continue in Cominch Aidac. 
He gives several suggestions which were complied with. There is 
nothing to indicate a change of enemy plans - including estimated 
timing. 



Task Force 16 returns to Pearl tomorrow. 



C.G. Hawaiian Department seems worried about defense 
of Oahu and pointed out to Cincpac the necessity of a proper 
estimate of enemy intentions. 
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MAY 26th. 


Cominch 261305 and CincPac 262005 reveal the 
delicacy of the dissemination of intelligence. On the 
one hand the effort is to prevent drying up information 
sources, while on the other hand the effort is to give 
information to those who can use it in time. It is a 
natter of great importance. 

„ I 

VPs are searching from nni MIDWAY. As a 

friendly sub saw what was thought to be a searchlight 
600 miles west of MIDWAY, two VPs were sent to investigate. 

It does not seem probable that this was enemy in strength 
approaching MIDWAY. 

The set up for an Intelligence Center at PEARL for 
the Pacific Ocean Areas was sent to Washington today. 
Generally speaking our present intelligence is mainly 
the decoding of 40$ of the messages copied, and only 60$ 
of possible messages are copied. 

Cominch 271245 told the SouWe3tPac to get going. 

Too many ships in port too LONG . 

w b 6 d\rd\ 

The French occupied WALLIS 26th local. 

A 

It is estimated that BLEACHER will be ready in 
all respects Jiune 21st. 

Task Force 16 entered Pearl. Admiral Halsey has some, _ 
kind of skin trouble and was sent to the hospital. \y- 


MAY 27th. 


Both TF 16 and 17 are in port. The damage to the 
Y0RKT0W1T is not enough to prevent operations on the evening 
of the 29th. She will be drydocked to patch oil leaks. Her 
replacement planes will come from the SARATOGA group here. 

A3 these forces have been at sea for a long time, liberty 
was granted (no liberty for others from 1830/26 until 
further orders). Because of the urgent necessity to get out 
on station T.F. 16 will leave tomorrow at 1100 and T.F. 17 
about the 30th. 

There v/as a general discussion of the MIDWAY problem 
conducted by the Admiral. General Emmons and General 
Richardson (from War Dept., and intimate of General Marshall) 
were present, as so v/as Rear Admiral Spruance, who will be 
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MY 27th. (Cont 'd) 

C.T.P. 16 until Vice Admiral Halsey returns to the job from 
the sick list. While nothing new was brought out, all 
hands expressed views and were given a very clear 
explainstion of the problem by Admiral Nimitz. General Emmons 
said that he hasn't anywhere near enough planes to defend 
Oahu. That is, of course, nothing new. 

The business of being on the stratigic defensive 
is very hard on personnel and material - especially when 
means are 30 limited. For example, T.F. 16 went all the 
way to ROSES to assist in the NEW (GUINEA affair, came 
rushing back to head off the MIDWAY attack, and soon will 
probably have to hurry to the CORAL SEA area again. It is 
3500 mile3 from PEARL to the CORAL sea. There are several 
remedies but they all involve more combatant ships of 
CV and DD type in the Pacific. 

T.F. 8 will rendezvous initially at KODIAK instead 
of COLD BAY. 

C.T.P. 1 again wants to reduce the fuel load in SB's. 
But it will be reduced by burning before he can steam from 
the West Coast to probable action areas. 

The ComAnphForce wants submarine protection. He 
probably does not know the general situation when he 
demands the APD's, 40DD's, 3 weeks training - all after 
telling him that a part of his force mu3tbe ready to move for 
combat in 40 hours. While no one wants to 3ee his transports 
sunk by enemy subs off San Diego it i3 hard to believe 
that the submarine threat is as great as C.T.P. 3 believes. 
Tinidness wont win this war, neither will foolish reckless¬ 
ness. 


ComSoV/estPac 280300 explains why 30 many of his 
ships are in port. He doe3 not propose to be at sea just to 
be at sea. The Jap planes in his area are only estimated at . 
153 total and the surface forces are small and inactive. 

A submarine was attacked by a TANGIER plane in 
Lat 17° 52'S, 164° 00' E. 

There i3 more evidence that own magnetic exploders 
on the torpedoes do not function 100$. In fact the tropedo 
picture is not the best. . Ay 
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MAY 27th (Cont'd) 


It seems probable that ORANGE is now changing his 
codes. If true our Communication Intelligence will suffer 
for sometime. Tills may be important <}n getting into our 
defensive positions referred to above. Of course it may turn out 
that the Japs are pulling our leg and using deception on a 
grand scale. 


Operation Plan No.29-42, for the MIDWAY defense 



was issued. 
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GHORMLEY TO CI1IC PAG, COM-12, RIO EL 

Army contingent headed by Colonel Boyers has arrived 
LONGBOW and is proceeding FULCRUM to establish "Port 
of Embarkation". Hope to get this coordinated with 
establishment of Naval Base that place. Boyers also 
has orders purchase ships which may be available and 
supplies etcetera. I have received no previous infor¬ 
mation of Army intentions in this regard which might 
result in Navy and Army working to rsoss purposes 
even bidding against each other for facilities and 
shipping. Strongly recommend all such questions be 
coordinated in Washington and that I be kept advised 
fully in order to effect efficient cooperation here. 

Have not yet received information other than of vague 
verbal nature in regard to "Joint Purchasing Com¬ 
mission". Ghormley originator. 

TANGIER TO CINCPAC, COMSOPAC (FROM GEN. PATCH) 

Originator is Patch. Reference letter from CinCUS 
to CinCPac FF/A-1A16-1 number 00353 May 7th 1942 para¬ 
graph 2 and inelosure (E) thereof. Am informed 5 
French Naval Officers scheduled to arrive NEW ZEALAND 
are being directed to proceed promptly to NOUMEA. 

Believe D'Argenlleu intends using them to command job 
of Port Captain. This will rock boat considerably. 

Do you desire me at this time to inform D f Argenlieu 
a U.S. Naval contingent is intended to exercise tliis 
function. Cite G-65-5. 

rj- CfelM t 

Enroute CinCPac. STRAWBOARD 1st Echelon according 
plan. CHEVREUTL came from harbor to rendezvous sig¬ 
nalled quote Island Free French protectorate since 
2230Z/26 May unquote led way into harbor SUMNER SWAN 
following. Escort now STACK. SUMNER reports "situation 
on shore good. Free French took over without opposition 
and control Government and Radio. At 0100Z/28 Marines 
engaged in landing to be completed before dark. Survey 
presents no difficulties". 2nd Echelon loaded embarked 
standing by. Will proceed upon receipt report of 
reconnaissance condition anchorages beaches and un¬ 
loading facilities. SAMOAN Area Gen originator. 

TANGIER hand to ComAirSoPac. 
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l iAY GOT FROM CIKCPAC TO GOMGEIIHAWDEPT. COMPATWING 2 

30 0131 My confidential serial 0334 of 31 Jamiarv and ny 

secret serial 0114W of 27 May. For rapid and 
effective coordination of effort during current 
emergency authority of commander naval base air 
defense shall be understood to include the ordering 
of aircraft of army bomber command on missions that 
include landing at or basing on Midway. Such aircraft 
while based on Midway are under the command of the 
commanding off3cer that place. It is desired that 
attack on Wake by long range bombers refueling at 
Midway be undertaken as soon as possible. 

30 0523 FROM CNBAD TO CINCPAC 


Your 300151 ComGen 7th air force now advises long 
range bombers have insufficient range to make attack 
on Wake from Midway. 
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31 2245 From ConGenHawDept to V/D GSA Wa3h , 

Aircraft status Reurad 3995/29: B-17s, temporarily 
assigned 15 permanently assigned 41. B-26s temporarily 
assigned 6, none permanently. Following permanently 
assigned 10 B-10's, 7 A-20's, 135 P-40's, 22 P-39's 
and 20 P-36's. In combat readiness 40 B-17’s, 16 B-10's, 

6 A-20’s, 4 B-26's, 120 P-40's, 21 P-29's, and 27 P-36's. 
Of this nynber 15 B-17's and 4 5-26*3 are at Midway 

and additional B-17 will be dispatched there tonight. 
There are 5 B-17 *3 for Australia attached here; 

7 B-17•s of the 1st Provisional Squadron have arrived 
here. 3 B-17 *3 of the 2nd Provisional Squadron are here 
and 5 are in Poppy. Other items no change. 
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JUNE GOT 


01 0058 SUPREME COMMANDE R S0W3SPAC AREA TO CINCPAC 

is felt that the phrasing of para.6b your Directive 
05928 ConSoWesPacFor may cause him to undertake 
direct coordination with force of SoWesPac area 
with ComSouWesPacFor Instead of CinC of the Area. 
Although utilization of naval communication channels 
is advisable all dispatches pertaining to the co¬ 
ordination of any elements of my command should be 
addressed to CinC SouWesPac Area which is my official 
designation thus avoiding confusion and possible 
embarrassment to Admiral Leary who is governed by 
orders issued this general headquarters, signed 
MacArthur. 


01 2217 CINCPAC TO NAS MIDWAY 

My 312323 was Intended to provide for return of B-17's 
onl;/ - in numbers considered by you necessary to 
relieve congestion. Remainder should be kept available 
and U3ed for striking as long as situation warrants. 
They should remain at least until enemy is located 
and if possible attacks delivered. Bear In mind that 
situation with respect enemy plans may be changing. 
Will advi3e you any available information. 

Interested parties informed. 

01 2131 CINCPAC TO COMSOPAC 

Your 010907 for present all communiques will be issued 
by me or by higher authority. Presume Secnav will 
continue address credentials Pacific Ocean Areas 
correspondents to CincPac. Transmit to me names 
correspondents your area who desire credentials 
all correspondents accredited by Secnav must 
further be accredited by me. 

01 2135 CINCPAC TO COHSOWESPACFOR . 

For Commander In Chief SouV/esPac Area. I understand 
your 010058 to refer to my serial 090W to Vice 
Admiral Ghomley. I am taking steps to insure that it 
is well understood that despatches pertaining to co¬ 
ordination of your forces are addressed to you. V/hen 
the task now at hand Is completed I shall take pleasure 
in concerting with you some operations which will curb 
and eventually drive back our enemy. Nimitz 
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02 2319 CinCPac Oper Plan 29-42 of 27May information paragraph 
sub baker 6 and 8: Enemy MIDWAY occupation force in¬ 
cludes two special pioneer battalions to restore and ser¬ 
vice air field for immediate use by Orange planes. Jap 
carriers and seaplane tenders carrying land planes ear¬ 
marked MIDWAY Base. Heavy bombers and patrol planes 
ready to be flown in from WAKE. Ground crews munitions 
supplies and base equipment embarked with occupation 
force. Spearhead of landing force indicated as Jap 
Marines plus special Army unit. Principal objective 
indicated as Eastern Island. 

They are even bringing guns captured on WAKE to defend 
our islands. Confident you have the stuff to smear 
their plays. Watch for razzle dazzle. MIDWAY has 
this by cable. 

04 0245 From Cincpac to Comlnch 

Days developments to present time apparently summarize 
as follows: This morning there wa3 an enemy reconnais¬ 
sance of DUTCH HARBOR aid vicinity. Believe report of 
carrier there was erroneous and our search has not 
located northern attack force. At MIDWAY a group of 
ships probably combatant first sighted 700 miles West 
may be escort group heading toward a rendezvous with the 
occupation force vessels sighted closer in. Believe 
the striking force lias not yet been located. 9 B-17s 
are enroute to attack the supposed escort group and 6 
more are moving from here to MIDWAY. There is not 
enough yet in picture at either place to confirm or 

, deny my previous estimates or to warrant chai ge in 

initial deployments. 

03 2225 FROM CINCPAC TO COMINCH 

If New Zealand Air units are not to be withdrawn from Fiji 
my 011051 recommend that there be ordered that base a US 
Army Air officer of sufficient rank to ensure that untiy 
of Air command is exercised by US. Failing that recommend 
that agreement be reached with the New Zealand authorities 
that US having preponderance of air forces its air commander 
should exercise unity of command regardless of relative 
rank. Your 162220 of April regarding command of combined 
surface forces in the southwest pacific is a precedent. 
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04 0910 


04 0241 


04 0245 


From COHGENHAWDSPT TO WAR DEPT CHIEF OF STAFF 


Changes in status: Following airplanes arrived 3rd June: 

2 B173, 3 B17s expected tonight and 3 LB30s assigned, 
and 4 B26s of the 69th squadron aslo expected tonight 
to be attached. 52 B17s, 4 B26s, 14 B18s, 6 A20s, 79 P40s, 
17 P393, 21 P36s, 7 0-47s are in commission. Under 
erection none. (Reurdd 3995/29th) No combat or other 
losses. 7 B17s included above were dispatched to 
Midway this date. Emmons. 

FROM CIIICPAC TO C014, INFO COMSERFORPAC. COMGENHAWDEPT. 

COMIIICH. 

Designate two patrol yachts (ex-tuna boats) best suited 
for distant service. When ready send them to ROSES via 
BRUSH STRAWSTACK FANTAN TWO. Upon arrival Roses they are 
to report to Comsopacfor by despatch and to Comgen Roses 
for duty. Available capacity loading enroute. Remaining 
eight vessels of tlii3 class received from West Coast 
are hereby assigned to Com 14 for duty for the present. 
Advise names of vessels each assignment. 

FROM CINCPAC TO COMIIICH. INFO COMGEIIHAWDEPT, COMHAWSEAFRON 

C0HWEST5EAFR0N, COMIIORWESTSEAFRON, ALL TF COMDRS. 

CO MIDWAY 


Days development to present time apparently summarized 
as follows. Thi3 morning there was an enemy reconnaissance 
of Dutch Harbor and vicinity. Believe report of carrier 
there was erroneous and our search has not located 
northen attack force. At Midway a group of ships probably 
combatant first sighted 700 miles West may be escort 
group heading toward a rendezvous with the occupation 
force vessels sighted closer in. Believe the striking 
force has not yet been located. 9 B17s are enroute to 
attack the supposed escort group and 6 more are moving 
from here to Midway. There is not enough yet in picture 
at either place to confirm or deny my previous estimates 
or to warrant change in initial deployments. 
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05 1225 Prom Clncpac to Cominch and others concerned. 

June 4 summary to 0600 GOT 5th. Para. MIDWAY 
attack. The 2 main forces approaching MIDWAY were. 
First. Bearing 260 Distant about 500 miles at dawn 
composed of 2 or 3 BBs cruisers possibly a carrier 
and auxiliaries totalling 20 to 23 ships plus a DD 
screen. One or two BB and two transports of this 
force damaged yesterday. Second. Bearing 320 distant 
about 200 mile3 at dawn composed of about 4 CV 2 BB 
4 CA 6 DD. MIDWAY and carrier task forces concentrated 
all attacks on this second force. Results 3 CV burning 

1 CV hit by 3 submarine torpedoes comma 1 or 2 BB and 
other 3hips damaged. In morning air raids MIDWAY suf¬ 
fered very heavy air losses but no serious damage to 
station. In afternoon Task Forces 16 and 17 had heavy 
air losses and the YORKTOWN received at least 3 bomb 
hits and is stopped 150 miles north of MIDWAY. Para. 
Reports are incomplete at present but 1 elieve enemy will 
if he can muster sufficient air continue duel with our 

2 remaining carriers in order to proceed with landing 
attack on MIDWAY. It is certain that he has at least 
one carrier able to operate aircraft. '.Ye are executing 
night attacks with appropirate types. SARATOGA will 
arrive PEARL early on 6th and will be despatched as soon 
as fueled. Para. In ALASKA sector. Enemy large CV 
with small CV 2 or 3 CA and DDs was maneuvering about 
250 miles southwest DUTCH HARBOR during day. Attacked 
DUTCH HARBOR at 0600 GCT. Para. Navy Commanders 
deliver to appropriate Army Commanders. 
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05 1215 From Vice Admiral Ghormley to Cincpac. WHI TNEY. Comgen 

BLEACHER. Cominch. 

On April 28 Mr. Fraser the NEW ZEALAND Prime Minister 
sent the following message to the NEW ZEALAND Minister in 
WASHINGTON quote Please take up US question American 
troops assuming complete responsibility for defense of 
TONGA including relief of own artillery unit and NZ 
personnel with TONGA defense force all of which we ad¬ 
vocate. There will be minor difficulties to be over¬ 
come with regard to defense force which consists local 
troops with Cadre NZ officers and NCOS and has British 
weapons. Complete relief on this base will therefore 
take time unquote. NEW ZEALAND military command has 
received no reply to this cable and is desirous of hav¬ 
ing the present unsatisfactory conditions from an ad¬ 
ministrative point of view especially for maintenance 
and supply clearly defined. See the Commander in Chief 
US Fleet despatch 011825 of May 1942. The Commanding 
General at BLEACHER by copy is requested submit recom¬ 
mendations to Cincpac with copy to me. WHITNEY hand 
this message to Comren BLEACHER. Action Cincpac From 
VAdm Ghormley. 

06 0530 From Ghormley to Cincpac Info WHITNEY 

WHITNEY pass to Comgen BLEACHER for Info. Relative 
m}r 051215 following recommendations received from IOC 
NZ military forces 

"(l) NZ personnel except those with TONGA defense force 
be withdrawn (2) 2 four inch guns with ammunition and 
stores remain manned by US ( 3 ) 2 18 pound guns ammuni¬ 
tion stores withdrawn to NZ (Your) TONGA defense force 
be equipped with US weapons and supplied and commanded 
by US Commander, present weapons shipped to FIJI for 
3rd Battalion FIJI defense force” 
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June GCT 

06 0831 From Cincpac to Cominch. Opnav. and others concerned , 

June 5 summary to 0600 GCT 6th. MIDWAY attack. No 

Air Raid on MIDWAY since yesterday morning. Enemy 
attack forces approached during night and sub fired 
light bombardment but by daylight all forces sighted 
were heading Westward. Northwestern Force 2 BB probably 
damaged two CV showing damage 3 CA 5 to 10 DD making 
slow speed. MIDWAY striking groups bombing these CV 
today and tomorrow and Task Force Sixteen pursuing. 

Western Force 3 CA two damaged 2 CL 6 AP. MIDWAY 
aircraft further damaged 1 CA this force. Para. Sink¬ 
ing two carriers yesterday verified one having received 
three torpedo hits from NAUTILUS. No enemy aircraft 
evident today and all his forces believed withdrawing. 

End of Part 1. 

06 0915 From Clncpac to Cominch. Opnav. and others concerned . 

This is last part of Cincpac 060831. Pass as in Part 
1. Yesterday MIDWAY Marine fighters and bombers Army 
B17s and B26s and Navy PBYs and TBFs were magnificent. 

None caught on ground. Marine aircraft and B26 losses 
50 percent. PBY heavy. B17 none. TBF 5 out of 6. All 
took heavy toll of enemy who apparently attacked with 
A carrier groups and some 2 engined bombers. Consider 
previous over water search operations from OAHU added 
greatly to efficiency of MIDWAY search and striking 
groups. AA fired downed 15 enemy aircraft. Para. 

ALASKA. Air raids on DUTCH HARBOR and UMNAK last night 
and today were light either as diversions or because of 
weather. A few of our aircraft have bombed enemy car¬ 
rier and 2 torpedo hits are reported on enemy heavy 
cruiser. No occupation force sighted. Scouting by 
Navy PBYs outstanding. Navy commanders deliver to 
appropriate Army commanders. Comsowespac to Cine Sowespac 
and ACNB. Comsopac to NZNB 

06 0401 Cincpac to Comsowespac Info Comserfor & Comsopac 

Have been informed a number of small Dutch tankers 
escaped from INDIES and are now in South West Pacific. 

Such tankers ideal for servicing outlying islands. 

Vessels capacity around 15-20,000 barrels. Draft 
15 feet or less speed 12 or better most desirable. 

Request you make preliminary inquiries as to avail¬ 
ability such vessels and whether they can be spared. 
Preferable they be able handle cargoes part gas and 
part oil. Should be self sustaining for voyage at 
least 4000 miles. Inform Ghormley and me. 
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07 0500 GHORMLEY TO CIHCP--.C INFO CCMINCH 


It is necessary that unity of command FIJI be main¬ 
tained at all times especially during difficult period 
of relief, therefore recommend one that all U.S. 
organizations arriving FIJI be directed report Major 
General Mead GOC FIJI Defense Force under principle 
of unity of command. Two that Mead retain command NTCB 
paragraph 25 Cominch serial 005Q0 is operative. Three 
that paragraph 25 be not made operative until practi¬ 
cally all of U.S. troops have arrived in FIJI. Ghorm- 
ley originator. Also recommend no N.Z. troops other 
than casuals be transoorted from FIJI in first shuttle 
trip of COOLIDGE from FIJI to AUCKLAND 

07 0757 HQ STRAW AREA TO CINCPAG 

Gen. Price left STRAWBOARD 1300 and arrive STRAWHAT 
1G00 June 5 returned STRAWBOARD Jjne 6. Operation 
STRAWBOARD considerably ahead schedule all troops and 
combat equipment ashore. Temporary defense established 
2 AKs and barge unloading heavy gear inside lagoon. 


07 0803 CINCPAC TO COMINCH, ETC . 

The forces which attempted to attack MIDWAY have re¬ 
tired some to the Westward others probably to the 
Northwest where they have entered an area of low visi¬ 
bility. There remained within bombing range before 
dark one group of one BE and five DD which Task Force 
16 was attacking and one group of 2 or 3 CA and 2 DD 
to the West being a ttacked by long range bombers from 
MIDWAY. Results o«f these attacks not yet reported. 

The retirement ray be temporary. All forces must be 
alert and prepared for further enemy action. South of 
ALEUTIANS a force of 1 CV 5 CA 8 DD was again sighted. 
Navy commanders deliver to appropriate Army commanders. 

07 0829 CINCPAC TO CCMINCH 


The results of actions with the previously reported 
enemy forces West of MIDWAY not yet received. Force 
sighted last night containing 2 damaged CV was not 
picked up and no carrier aircraft were sighted today. 
Believe good possibility 1 CV may have been abandoned 
and sunk by accompanying ships gunfire last night. 

SARATOGA group wiR leave tonight for MIDWAY area to 
deliver plane reinforcements to Task Force 16 and then 
act as circumstances indicate. Will act against rrr 

ALEUTIAN attack force if situation continues favorable 55 5 
in MIDWAY area. No news from the ALEUTIANS other than 
as reported to you by NAS KODIAK and COKNOWESEAFROH today. 
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JUN GOT 

08 0351 CINCPAC TO COMITTCH 

No enemy surface forces si,edited in the MIDWAY area today. 
Believe he iscontinuing his withdrawal and am chasing 
with submarine from MIDWAY area and attempting to inter¬ 
cept with others returning from patrol. As reported 
in his 070756 which was sent to you Soruance is proceed¬ 
ing East for fuel after which I nlan to send his force 
North. Other reinforcements for Theobald as separately 
reported. The BB reported gutted and abandoned by Com¬ 
mander Task Force 16 is shown by photograph to be MOGAMI 
class cruiser. A number of submarines are believed in 
the OAHU MIDWAY area. SARATOGA grout) with extra planes 
left this morning to meet Spruance. Para. Besides 
reported transnort last ni^ht there were 2 contacts with 
enemy aircraft renorted in the ALEUTIAN area. 

08 0931 CINCPAC to CQMINCH and others concerned. 


Enemy group which Task Force 16 bombed yesterday suf¬ 
fered considerable damage and 1 MOGAMI was reported gutted 
and abandoned in Lat. 28-55 North Long 173-08 East. There 
appears to have been no BB in this group. Contact with 
surface forces lost during hi^ht and no aircraft sighted 
today except by submarines within distant air search of 
WAKE and 1 cruiser scout nlane bearing 264 distance 545 
from MIDWAY at 1830 Z. Submarines active throughout 
MIDWAY-OAHU area and believed to be concentrating in ap¬ 
proaches to PEARL HARBOR. Enemy contacts in ALEUTIANS 
1 transport and 2 groups of aircraft. Navy commanders 
deliver to appropriate Army commanders. 

08 0429 CINCPAC to CTF 8 . 16. 17 and others concerned . 

Task forces sixteen and seventeen rendezvous in position 
86 Quincy 50 at 19 hours GCT 10 June. SARATOGA fly air¬ 
craft bombs and personnel to ENTERPRISE and HORNET as 
directed by CTF16 to bring these two carriers to best 
practicable strength bearing in mind that SARATOGA will 
return to PEARL for replenishment and that ENTERPRISE 
arresting gear is not suitable for TBF planes. Radio 
silence is to be maintained in connection with plane 
transfer necessary instructions being transferred by 
plane or destroyer. Mydis 070121. SARATOGA also 
transfer to CTF 16 all copies of TF 8 orders and informa¬ 
tion concerning ALASKA recently furnished at PEARL. 

TF 16 Rear Admiral °nruance HORNET ENTERPRISE NORTHAMPTON 
PENSACOLA VINCENNES MINNEAPOLIS NEW ORLEANS ATLANTA BALCH 
ELLET C0NYNGHAM PHELPS DEWEY WORDEN AYLWIN MONAGHAN KASKASKIA 
(less destroyer escorting PLATTE if listed above) proceed 
to pass through noint Blow Lat. 48-00 North Long 172-00 
West at 0400 GCT 13 June at which time Taskfor 16 will pass 
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08 04.29 CINCPAC to CTF 8. 16. 17 and others concerned. (Cont’d) 




4157/7 


under the command of CTF 8 Hear Admiral Theobald who may- 
join at Blow if he desires. Until assigned another task 
by CTF 8 the task of TF 16 is to seek out and destroy 
enemy forces in the ALEUTIAN area and exploit any favor¬ 
able opportunity to damage the enemy enroute. After TF 16 
passes under command of CTF 8 the task of both forces is 
"destroy or drive out enemy forces in the ALEUTIAN-ALA7KAN 
Area". TF 17 Rear Admiral Fletcher SARATOGA ASTORIA 
PORTLAND SANPIEGO MORRIS RUSSEL MUSTIN ANDERSON LAFFEY 
MAHAN SMITH PRESTON after completion of plane transfers 
return to PEARL. When TF 16 finishes fueling from CIM¬ 
ARRON GUADALUPE CTF 16 send them to PEARL with BLUE RALPH 
TALBOT and HUGHES as escort. 

MARSHALL C.of S.. USA to COMGENHAWDEPT Info CINCPAC. 



To meet immediate emergency full strength Array pursuit 
squadron or equivalent authorized to be temporarily based 
a u MIDWAY until relieved by Navy or Marine units. 
(Reference: Cincpac's request transmitted your radio 614 
Tune 7) CINGPAC should be responsible for shipment, .supply 
and return of unit when relieved. Acknowledge and advise 
of action to be taken. Cominch will be notified. 


08 0731 C0MS0UWESPAC to CINCPAC. 



1st of 3 from MacArthur. For your information I have this 
date transmitted the following telegram for consideration 
by the joint Chiefs of Staff quote enemy defeats in Coral 
Sea and in central Pacific with heavy Naval losses, par¬ 
ticularly in carriers, has brought about a'new situation 
which should be exploited at the earliest possible date 
through offensive action stop the 1st objective should be 
the NEW BRITAIN-NEW IPELAND area against which I would 
move immediately if the means were available 



08 0733 I have 3 divisions (32nd and 41st American and 7th 

Australian) which can be used in the support of a landing 
force but which cannot be employed in initial attack due 
to lack of specialized equipment and of specialized train¬ 
ing. I have an excellent Naval component but which must 
have integral air element for such an operation step it 
is recommended that 1 division trained and completely 
equipped for amphibious operations and a task force 
including 2 carriers be made available to me at the 
earliest.date - End part 2. 




08 0735 last and 3rd part. With such a force I could retake that 
important area, forcing the enemy back 700 miles to his 
base at TRUK with manifold strategic advantages both 
defensive and offensive with further potential exploitation 
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08 0735 C0MS0UTOFTPAC TO CINCPAC (Continued) . 
Last and 3rd part. (Cont'd) . 


immediately possible. Speed is vital and it is not pos¬ 
sible for us to act quickly enough if I must build equip¬ 
ment and train my divisions in its use. You have informed 
me that there is on the West Coast a force of 40,000 trained 
in amnhibious operations. I csnnot urge too strongly that 
the time has arrived to employ these troops, or a portion 
of these troops, in conjunction with the forces available 
to me in the initiation of offensive operation in the 
Southwest Pacific area unquote. Enf of 3 part dispatch. 

07 2145 CINCPAC to C0MPATWING 4. Info to: NOWESTSEAFRON. CTF 8. 
C0MALSEC. 


The Battle of MIDWAY has not lessened my close following of 
your splendid efforts. Your tireless persistence your 
courage and the bulldog grip you have kept on the enemy in 
snow rain and fog have aroused my admiration. You have 
kept the slant eyes from their objective so far. Hold on 
and your chance to smash them may be next. You will have 
help as soon as situation here permits. 


0B 2135 CINCPAC to CTF l. Info to: COMINCH. 

FOR A PERIOD OF FOUR DAYS OPERATE IN SQUARE ABOUT 300 
MILES EACH SIDE SOUTHEAST CORNER LATITUDE 37-30 NORTH 
LONGITUDE 142-30 TOST PASSING THROUGH DESIGNATED POINT 
AT 0300Z/13 JUNE X NO SHIPPING KNOWN TO BE IN ASSIGNED 
AREA X WITHIN FOUR DAYS WILL SIGNAL ROUTE FOR CROSSING 
TRAFFIC lanes to southward. 


0B 2022 HDQ.TRS MARC0PP3 to CG AMPHIBCOR. AMPHFORPAC & others concerned . 



Cominch serial 004&4 dated 6 June directs transfer 22nd 
Marines reinforced less advance echelon about 20 July to 
SAMOA for garrison duty in relief 7th Marines reinforced 
which will revert to 1st MarDiv when released by ComGen 
SAMOA after limited period of adjustment. Ships to be 
designated will be available for loading about 10 July 
at SAN DIEGO. Expedite organization and training. Per¬ 
sonnel not procurable other sources will be taken from 
2nd Division less 2nd Marines. Approximately one hundred 
graduates current ROC will arrive about 21 June. Expedite 
June nominations for field promotions which may be submitted 
by despatch. Further instructions will be issued covering 
assignment of about 40 excess officers of appropriate rank 
new in SAMOA to 22nd Marines on its arrival. Initial allow¬ 
ances equipment and supplies 90 days and ten units of fire. 
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08 2022 HDQ.TR8 USMC to CG AMPHI3C0R. AMPHFORPAC & others concerned . 
(Cont*d) 

Make available equipment on hand less that in hands 2nd 
Marines and less one half initial allowances for remaining 
organized units also ammunition less 2nd Marine require¬ 
ments and 2 units of fire for remaining organized units. 
Submit requisitions for remaining deficiencies in 22nd 
Marines to normal sources of supply except weapons 
ammunition fuel and lubricants which should be submitted 
this headquarters. Pass to A F P F Com 11 and MarBase. 
Cominch Vice Chief Naval Operations BuMed BuOrd informed. 


08 1935 COMINCH to CINCPAC CINCLANT C0MS0WECPACFOR C0MS0PAC. 

Survey in progress as to numbers and disposition of salvage 
and other seagoing tugs with view to making available to 
Task Forces one or more such craft whenever action is 
impending. Para. Adopt and apply this principle. 


08 2050 COMINCH to CINC?AC. 



Contents of your 311221 May were published almost verbatim 
in several newspapers yesterday. Article originated with 
correspondent Stanley Johnson embarked in BARNETT until 
June 2nd. While ;our despatch was addressed Task Force 
Commanders it was sent in channel available to nearly all 
ships which emphasizes need of care in using channels para 
Cominch investigating on BARNETT and at San Diego. 



08 1930 COMINCH to CINCPAC . 

Highest quarters would rejoice in salvage of enemy com¬ 
batant vessel for morale and publicity purposes. 


08 2113 CINCPAC to All TF COMDRS Info to COMINCH. 



There are good indications that Orange submarines have 
been ordered to search for and attack our forces returning 
to PEARL. RDF plots show Jap submarines on bearings and 
distances from MIDWAY. One. One hundred and thirty five 
degrees one hundred and five miles. One. One hundred and 
twenty four degrees three hundred fifty miles. One. 

Eighty one degrees two hundred ninety five miles. Presence 
of more submarines between MIDWAY and OAHU suspected. 
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08 2133 CINCPAC TO COM INC II 

Weather permitting four long range B-24’s were 
scheduled to depart I.'idway last night to bomb 
Wake. Confirmation this mission not yet received. 
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JUN GCT 

08 2243 CINCPAC to GOC FIJI, Info COMINCH. ADM. GHORMLEY. 

Wav, observer suva, for gen. beightl'Er, comgenHawdept. 

My 160327 established you in supreme command all allied 
forces FIJI under principle unity of command. Assume 
that principle now in effect for all land sea and air 
forces assigned defense FIJI. In order unity of command 
be maintained during period of relief NZ forces desire 
you retain supreme command until Cincpac directs CG US 
Army Force FIJI to assume supreme command accordance 
Cominch 00380. Desire NZ troops leaving FIJI in first 
shuttle trip C00LIDGE be held minimum preferably casuals. 

Nav Observer SUVA pass to Commanding Officer or CG US 
Army forces on arrival. 

08 2029 CINCPAC to COMINCII . 

Your 071954 and 071530. Though my 070829 contemplated 
employment of SARATOGA in Northern Area decision arrived at 
in my 080429 was made because hazard to one carrier would 
be unduly hip-h and because SARATOGA air group requires more 
training. Continued strenuous emnloyment for the two 
carriers involved must therefore be accepted. SARATOGA 
will furnish planes as needed to Task Force 16 and will 
then return to PEARL to replenish and ferry aircraft to 
MIDWAY and then complete training. Fitch will command 
SARATOGA Task Force. Fletcher will be given a rest and 
probably take WASP group. Through oversight believe move 
of battleships out of SANFRANCISC0 on 5th was not renorted 
to you. They are 1000 miles West of that Place today and 
will be at sea available for eventualities until their 
return via SANPED0 on 19th. LONG ISLAND is with them in 
accordance my 020157. On her return she will be used for 
training carrier groups unless and until required to assist 
KITTYHAWK and HAMM0NDSP0RT in aircraft transport. Additional 
AVG’s assigned will undoubtedly be very useful but increas¬ 
ing emnloyment of BB’s in advanced areas depends upon 
increased strength in regular carriers fighting aircraft 
and destroyers. 

09 1135 CINCPAC to COMINCH . 

Three planes my 082133 returned MIDWAY. Had arrived 
vicinity of target too late to attack before daylight 
made security impossible. Fourth 3-24 with General Tinker 
aboard feared lost about 40 minutes after takeoff. Special 
searches today and tomorrow. 
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10 0545 C0MS0PAC TO OPNAV C0I..INCH INFO CINCPAC 


Joint purchasing board now set up for immediate 
operation at Longbow which considered best location. 
Ghormley sends this. Pending arrival navy and 
marine members board will function under Westbrook 
army member in collaboration v/ith Navy Supply Officer. 
Cominch pass to ComGen SOS for info. 
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11 0336 COMSUBSOWESPAC TO VARIOUS 


Submarine TAUTOG arrived today. Outstandingly successful 
results follow: One submarine off JOHNSTONIsland 
April 26. 10,000 ton AK Kay 16. Item-one class and 

Item -28 submarines May 17. These 3 south of TRUK. 

10,000 ton AK May 22 at Lat. 06 North Long. 159-28 East. 
5,000 ton AK May 25 at Lat. 0407 North Long. 143-32 East. 
Total 3 subs 3 Marus. 


11 0401 C0MPATW1NG 4 TO CINCPAC OOMINCH GTF 8. 16 

Catalina reports unidentified 3hips in KISKA Harbor 
110320 GOT. All here told. 

11 0501 CINCPAC TO GHCKMLEY 

Urdis 100515. 37th Army Livision not repeat not assigned 
NEW ZEALAND for land defense. Until departure for FIJI 
should be in same status as Marines in para IX LONEWOLF 
PLAN. In emergency or event attack 37th Division in 
NEW ZEALAND may be used as Task Force under GOC NZ 
military forces under principle unity of command. 

11 0537 CINCPAC TO COMINCII 

VADM Ghormley dispatch zero five one two one five. George 
Option Cast NEW ZEALAND Military Forces and Ghormley 
recommend: (l) New Zealand personnel except those with 

TONGA defense force be withdrawn (2) Two four inch guns 
with ammunition and stores remain manned by US (3) Two 
eighteen pound guns anminition stores withdrawn to New 
Zealand (4) TONGA Defense Force be equipped with Unit Sail 
weapons and s\ipplied and commanded by Unit Sail commander, 
present weapons shipped to FIJI for third battalion FIJI 
Defense Force. ComGen BLEACHER desires retain status quo. 
View Urdis zero one one eight two eight and logistics 
involved I concur and approve Ghormley's recommendations. 
Request steps be taken Army equip BLEACHER native defense 
force with Unit Sail weapons and ammunition and provide 
future supply that force. WHITNEY pass to ComGen BLEACHER 
for Info CinCPac originator. 


11 0921 NAS KODIAK TO CTF-8 INFO VARIOUS 


Summary from ComAlsec and CPW-4 from last report to 
110800 GCT nil enemy contacts in SE-VARD area. Four enemy 
ships found KISKA by Catalina 110320. Army bombers 
ordered out. Catalina will keep under observation bomb 
at daylight and check ATTU first chance. Reinforcements 
arrived four to Sard Point four to Dutch Harbor one damaged 
landing. Total effective Catalinas 20. Under repair lQkp ~ 
searching max sectors south tonight first priority KISKAv"* ^ 
Local Army knows all. 
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MAY 28th 




The subject of cooordination of activities, Army- 
Navy at AUCKLAND comes up in Vice Admial Ghomley's 
200315. No great difficulty is expected. 

The CinC has commended TP 11, 16, 17 for recent 
excellent work. 

C.G. Samoa 290230 reports STRAWBOARD occupied by 
U.S. Forces. This ends a long wait and increases confid¬ 
ence in Free French. On the other hand Free French are 
trying to send in own people to run the Port of NOUMEA 
(Tangier 290339) (Espirito Santos has been occupied 
by our forces) 

The underwater damage of the YORKTOWN is slight 
and she will leave with TF 17 at 0700VW/30. This gives 
us a much better chance to be successful at MIDWAY the first 
week in June. AI30, the Army will have a total of around 
60 B-17 at Oahu-Midway in the next few days. 

CTF 1 202150 - very dangerous and wholly -unnecessary. 

The TANGIER search may now be more extensive than 
necessary and 13 hard on personnel and material. But 
Admiral McCain is the man on the spot to take corrective 
action. 


A "front" i3 approaching MIDWAY from the west 
thU3 making the weather unfavorable for Blue. 

Conversations between the CincPac and TF Commanders 
on MIDWAY plans continue. No change in the plan has been 
accepted. 


MAY 29th 


A submarine v/aa reported 450 miles 202° from Midway 
and another 300 miles 220° from the same place. RDF gives 
and enemy submarine approximate 660 miles North of CAHU. 

As expected the enemy is beginning to try to find out if 
the coast is clear. 

'Aie SUMNER will soon make additional STRAW surveys. 
At STRAWBOARD the unloading is as difficult as It was 
expected to be, and there is good evidence that the loading 
of the ships for the SO PAC base reinforcements was poor - 
adding to difficulties. 


The GRENADIER got 1 AP and 1 AF on recent Jap patrol. 
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MAY 29th (cont *d) 

Decendants of Japanese in U. S. Army at HAWAII are 
being shipped to the Mainland for duty. There still 
remains 14,000 plus employed by Army or defense on vital 
work in the islands. 

Admiral Fletcher leaves tomorrow and the SARATOGA 
arrival here is to be expedited. The day is primarily 
concerned with perfecting the MIDWAY defenses. 

In another AIDAC Cominch gives his ideas of enemy 
forces and plans. 

KISKA and ATTU might be enemy Aleutian objective, 
the former for a seaplane operating base. 

MAY 30 



In hi3 despatch (300151) Cincpac desired an attack 
on WAKE by Army B-i.7s. This was proposed and adopted as 
a measure to neutralize ORANGE air now at that place which 
could be flown to Midway after occupation and to knock it 
out as a staging point. Our air people think also that 
there i3 a real threat that long range aircraft from WAKE 
might make a preliminary attack on MIDWAY. This may be 
true but it is do\ibted by the Plans Section. It was under¬ 
stood that this would not affect the readiness of the strik¬ 
ing air on June 1. It was stated that the Army was all for 
this and that they only wanted permission to go. Their 
answer (300523) indicates a change of heart v/hen the proposi¬ 
tion was agreed to by Admiral Nimitz, because of the supposed 
threat from WAKE. 

Our patrol planes from Midway ran into two Jap 
twin-motored VB from WAKE. One of our men was slightly 
wounded. As own search was to 700 miles it was realized 
that there might be contact with the WAKE search. This 
contact was not recorded by C.I. 

Cincpac wants to know if the NEW ZEALAND air will 
also be taken from FANTAN when their troops go. It might 
be easier to have USA air after our troops arrive there. 

Cominch is showing interest in the possibilities of 
a seaplane ramp at ROSES. At present we have only the 
TANGIER planes nearby. 
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May 50 (Cont'd) 




The Japs are continuing aerial observation 
of the Gilbert, Ellice Groups and of Ocean and Nauru. 

Our plans for the defense of Midway are going 
along. The SARATOGA will cone out at 20 knots as soon 
as possible, thus making another CV task force available 
here by around June 8th. It was proposed to lay some 
metal airfield planking at Midway for VBs. But time is 
too short now although the material is in Honolulu. 

The Army is getting more VBs at Oahu. 

In am Aidaci Admiral Theobald gives the initial 
deployment of hi3 North Pacific Force and sets a 
rendezvous south of Kodiak for June 3d. 


The two companies of American troops that 
occupied Espiritu Santo Island, New Hebrides, did so 
withotit incident on May 28th. 

The CUTTLEFISH on patrol at a possible Orange 
rendezvous (Lat.27° N, 170° E) sighted three enemy 
planes. It is hoped that she was not observed. 
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MAY 31st 






The MIDWAY area was quiet. Nothing was reported 
by the search from MIDWAY or JOHNSTON. Nothing was heard 
from the Task Forces there nor wa3 anything expected. 

13-17s which just arrived at MIDWAY went out 700 miles 
west to try to sight an attack ORANGE at his supposed 
rendezvous. Results negative. 

In hi3 Aidac COMINCH is worried about T.F. 8. 

Apparently he thinks proper use is not being made of shore base 
. air. To begin with, shore based air in ALASKA is limited, 
and in the ALEUTIANS almost non-existant. Furthen^more, 
as noted before we cannot expect much from Army air 
against mobile targets. 

C.G. Hawaiian Department 2245/31 gives a summary 
of his air strength. 

In the past three days there has been an exchange 
of Aidacs on the emploTmont of Raider battalions now 
available at STRAW, CinCpacs idea is that they could be very 
successful at TULAGI now, for example. ' Gen MacArthur 
thinks the idea not 3ound as we cannot now hold the place 
attacked nor support communications. This, of course, i3 
not how the Raiders would be employed. C&wtt. g^LP^a grees 
that now is a good time to hit such a place but says 
that the raider battalion is not strong enough and proposes 
diverting other troops. Thus, neither seem to understand 
CinCpacs proposition. 
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June 1st . 

One of our patrol plane3 searching from MIDWAY 
WR3 attacked by a twin engine land plane. Two slightly 
wounded. 

The SARATOGA, SAN DIEGO, and 4 DD should arrive 
at PEARL about June 5th. 

CinCPac 012135 and General MacArt-iur'3 010058 
refer to cooperation between areas. 

CincPac 012217 deals with employment of VB at 
MIDWAY. It may be that we now have more there than can 
be handled. 

Submarines made an attack in SYDNEY HARBOR but only 
sank a ferry boat. The war in the South Pacific has 
slowed down considerably. Our attempt to use a Raider 
battalion at TULAGI has been frowned on by General 
MacArthur. He sees a regiment intrenched there with a 
division at RABAUL. It is possible that lie wont let this 
take place for personal reasons? In any event it is too 
bad as the Japs are now very weak and extended in that 
vicinity. A few weeks from now may be too late as they 
seem to plan to recommence their offensive. 

ABEMAMA in the GILBERTS received two bornb^ 
yesterday. 

CinO Pac 012131 gives policy on communiques 
from the Pacific Ocean Areas. He will issue any that 
go out, but doe3 not expect to issue any at the present. 

In an Aidac from Rear Admiral Theobqld he explains 
his conception of the ALEUTIAN strategy. CincPac, in an 
Aidac, generally concurs and exp^sses confidence In 
Admiral Theobqld. 

There was a small flurry toward evening when a total 
blackout was ordered by Com-14 in anticipation of a 
raid. While possible, this was probably premature. Every¬ 
thing points to an attack on MIDWAY within the next 40 
hours. The attack on the ALEUTIANS may start the same time. 
Our deift4a<yinent is complete. f 

V 


5G8 









Q 


June 2. 








There are increasing indications of impending attack 
on Aleutians and MIDWAY. Messages v/ere sent to forces and 
stations calling for careful and prompt contact reports. CinCPac 
022319 gives the probable line-up of the Orange occupation force. 
It was suggested to Task Force 16 and 17 that a position further 
to the West might be advantageous. Own submarines off MIDWAY- 
were given definite patrol points, the plan for them remaining 
as generally indicated in Operation Plan 29-42. 

There has been excessive use of gasoline at MIDWAY. Since 
almost 400,000 gallons were accidentally destroyed last week the 
ability of CinCPac to keep enough AvGas at MIDWAY has caused 
concern. 


• There may have been an enemy submarine in UNALASKA BAY 
yesterday. It is probable that there are quite a few enemy 
submarines in the Central and North Pacific Areas on scouting 
and reconnaissance. 
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PBYs are again shown to be of little value when searching 
areas where there may be opposition. They are very vulnerable 
and slow. CinCPac urges a better type for this duty and suggests 
to Cominch that Army medium bombers operated by Navy would do. 


The present plan is to send the SARATOGA and escort to 
join Tas’- Force 17 from Pearl on the 6th. The CHESTER could 
hardly make thi3 as she could probably not leave SAN DIEGO 
before the 3rd. 

The Japs have reconnoitered SUVA. 


June 5. 



The day is generally summarized in CincPac 040245. Later 
indications are that DUTCH HARBOR had some kind of an attack but 
nothing serious. The force approaching MIDWAY has grown to 20-23 
ships screened by DDs. B-17s attack getting 3 hits and about 
3 near misses. Attack wa3 not concentrated and probably 600 lb. 
bombs v/ere used. As the day ends 4PBYs loaded with torpedoes are 
enroute from MIDWAY for a night attack. The CV attack on MIDWAY 
is scheduled for tomorrow at dawn. Our RI and Cl is proving 
exceptionally fine. 


Admiral Draemel goes to the Amphibious Force relieving 
Admiral Brown who goes to Com 1. Captain Delaney goe3 to the 
NEW ORLEANS. Rear Admiral Spruance relieves Admiral Draemel. 
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June 5. (Cont'd) 

C.G. HAW 040910 gives Army air strength today. 

by (}■$>. 

Cincpac 032225 recommends an air command at FIJI if 
NEW ZEALAND air stays there. A 


4th. 


The 3rd echelon departs STRAWSTACK for STRAWBOARD the 


oincpac 040^47 gives the disposition of the tuna boats 
recently made available to him. 


ihe avga3 situation at LIDWAY i3 satisfactory for the 
ne;:t G-7 days as they have 543000 gals, now on hand. Receipt 
of more depends on what happens. 


The whole course 
the developments of the 


of the war in the Pacific may hinge on 
next two or three days. 
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June 4 th 


CinC Pac 051225 generally records the start of 
what nay be the greatest sea battle 3ince Jutland. Its 
outcome, if as unfavorable to the Japs as 3eems indicated, 
will virtually end their expansion. We lost a large 
percentage of highly trained pilots who will be difficult 
to replace. 

The remainder Task Force 1 will get \mderway from 
San Francisco and entire force take a position about 
1,000 miles west of San Francisco. This move was not 
ordered by CinC Pac. 

It will not now be announced that our forces are 
at WALLIS. 

The FULTON i3 enroute to pick up YORKTOWN survivors. 
Salvage forces are also enroute. 

There seems trouble in ALASKA between the Amy and 
Navy over employment of Anpy air. 

June 5th 


As the day progressed mounting damage reports 
Indicated a major defeat of the Japanese approaching 
Midway. It is summarized in Cincpac 06083i and 061915. 

Admiral NImitz issued a conservative communique. 

Cincpac 060401 suggests we obtain several small 
Dutch tankers which escaped from the N.E.I. 

Vice Admiral Ghormeley's 051215 and 060530 make 
recommendations regarding military forces at Tonga. 

The enemy was quiet in other areas today. 

The SARATOGA group will not arrive until to¬ 
morrow. The present plan 13 to have them join Task Force 
17. 

There is considerable to be done as a result of 
the Midway battle, but the most urgent 13 to rescue aviators 
and planes adrift in the wake of the battle. 

/<✓ 

V 
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June 6. 







This was a great day for the American Navy. It is 
summarized in Cincoac 070803, 070829. 

In his 070500 Vice Admiral Ghormley recommends that 
General Meade be retained in command at Fiji until U.S. Army 
have taken over. 

The C.O. Straw 070757 indicates that unloading at 
Strawboard is complete. This is a very good job as unload¬ 
ing there was bound to be very difficult. 

The SARATOGA grout) arrived and commenced fueling. 

They leave in the morning to rendezvous with TF-17. Develop¬ 
ments will be waited upon before deciding where to send the 
group. Admiral Fitch, the Task Force Commander, will be here 
about the 8th in the CHESTER. As Alaska does not seem to be 
doing so well, it may be decided to send her there to help 
TF-8. \r 

June 7. 


In the Alaska sector the Army inadvertently fired on 
a Soviet ship. 

The day in the Central and Lorthern Pacific Areas is 
summarized in CinCPac 080351 and 080931. The decision re¬ 
garding the employment of the SARATOGA grouo is in CinCPac 
080429. 


The Commanding General STRAY/ describes the political 
and economic conditions at WALLIS where he has just romp]eted 
a perscnal inspection. In general, the island people v/elcome 
the arrival of U.S. troops and can be expected to cooperate. 
Possibly because they see a source of food and clothes which 
they have not been able to get for over 1-jj years, our Karines 
are quite welcome. 

General Marshall (4157/7) authorizes Army pursuit for 
MIDWAY as a temporary emergency measure. 

The following are Army planes in commission in the Haw¬ 
aiian department today: B-17 61; B-26 23; B-25 1; LB-30 5; 

B-18 10; A-20 6 ? P-40 100; P-39 14; P-36 22; 0-47 7. 

In hi3 080731 (ComSWPac) General KacArthur recommends 
an offensive now in the NEW BRITAIN area, but needs our amphib¬ 
ious force that is not quite ready. He would also need 2 CV 
groups. 


Cominch concurs in CinCPac 072145. 
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June 7 (Continued) 

Admiral Ghormely sees need of an additional mobile 
base hospital at FULCRUM. 

18 PBY and 12 B-17 are being retained at MIDWAY for 
the present. 

Admiral Nimitz has received many congratulations from 
all over the world for his victory at MIDWAY. 

Cominch has ordered more planes for the PacFleet pool. 

Our people at Chunking seem to be fairly sure of 
indications pointing to a Jap offensive into Siberia. There 
have been Cl indications of this in the past week or so. 

Submarines continue active off the East Coast of 
Australia. Otherwise that area is quiet. 


June 8 . 


Task Force One will operate for 4 day 3 as 3 hown in 
Cincpac 08 2135. The Amphibious Force was released from 48 
hours notice for a regiment to depart and placed on orders to 
leave after a reasonable time from notification. Normal 
liberty in Oahu ends this evening when condition 2 goes into 
effect. 


There Is no news of contacts from any task force 
commanders. It 3 eems very possible that all enemy forces 
except submarines have withdrawn from the Midway and Aleutian 
areas. Submarines may be trying to get Into attack positions 
off Pearl. But because we cannot be sure that .the enemy Is 
not reforming for a new attack no chances are being taken. 

On June 1st Mexico declared war on the Axis powers 
a 3 of May 22d. U.3.A. declared war on Roumania, Hungary 

and Bulgaria, as of June 5th. 

In the near future it is expected that the Free 
French vessels in the South Pacific will operate under Vice 
Admiral Ghormley. 

Marine Headquarters 082022 gives plan for relief of 
7th Marines at Samoa by the 22nd Marines. 

A 3 Captain W.L. Ainsworth is ordered additional duty 
to command DesFlot 3 1 and 2 Pacific, Cominch suggests Flotilla 
commanders be abolished. That would facilitate this adminis¬ 
trative command 3 et-up. 
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Xun« Cc^tO 

Cominch 081935 directs salvage tugs be sent along 
with ’J-ask forces when there is impending action. 

Cominch 08 2050. Apparently some leak of enemy 
dispositions for "American campaign" got into the newspapers. 

Cominch 081930 suggests we salvage a Jap ship. The 
only one possible was the CA reported gutted and abandoned. 
However, a submarine in the area found evidence that the 
ship had 3unk. 

Cincpac 082113 gives a submarine warning in the 
Hawaiian Area. 

Cincpac 082243 gives the command set-up for Fiji. 

Cincpac 082029 explains the employment of the 
SARATOGA. 

Cincpac 091135. General Tinker was probably lost' 
in a flight to Wake. ij. 


June 9. 


The area where the CA wa3 supposed to be gutted and 
abandoned was again searched by the TROUT and search planes 
from Midway. The TROUT picked up two prisoners who had been 
floating around in the wreckage. It would have been fine to 
bring in such a ship to boost public morale, but wreckage 
may help. 

CinCPac congratulated all major commanders involved 
in the Battle of Midway. 

On May 4th the GAR sank one 6000-ton AK in the Marshalls 
and on Kay 17 sank a 1500-ton ship thought to be a %" ship 
off Truk. 

Cornsopac 100545 discusses a joint purchase board at 
Longbow. 

There have been no indications of Jap landings in the 
Aleutians although the possibility exists. The enemy force 
there is unreported and may be withdrawing. If nothing is 
heard of them by tomorrow the plan is to bring TF-16 back to 
Pearl. Cominch is rather noncommittal in a message giving 
his estimate of enemy plans. He gives three courses which 
the enemy nay adopt. The problem is to gues3 which. For 
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JUK GGT 
11 0929 


11 1645 


11 2209 


10 2340 




CINCPAC TO COLIINCII 

Compatwing 4 110510. TI during last few days indicates 
formation of strong screening force by enemy in Northern 
area which Is believed to be based upon his estimate that 
we will react strongly to his occupation of ATTU and KISKA. 
I consider that his drive for MORESBY and/or other 
Southern bases which is also well indicated by TI and past 
DI i3 a greater threat to our interests. I therefore 
propose to return Task ^'orce 16 and the Fleet units of 
Task Force 8 to Pearl in preparation for future operations 
and will employ only submarines and shore based air 
against the enemy in the KISKA Area for the time being. 

Will return West 0 O ast units to ComAlSec. Request your 
comment. 

C0MINCE to CINCPAC 


Agree in general with your 110929 especially as regards 
preparation TF 16 for future operations and for use of 
submarines and air against KISKA para two suggest part 
of TF 8 join up with TF 1 for operations and training 
approximately on line DUTCH HARBOR PEARL pending further 
developments. 

CINCPAC to CTF 8 : 

rfave good reason to believe present activities of enemy 
in KISKA and ATTU are covered by Cardiv 3 and reenforce¬ 
ments from MIDWAY force which may include undamaged 
ships of Batdiv 3 and Crudiv 8 X Taskforce 16 is return¬ 
ing PEARL to prepare for future operations. Taskfor 8 
operate in vicinity of Point BLOW fueled and ready to 
seize opportunities which may develop. 

CG BLEACHER TO CINCPAC 


Reference dispatch 051215 of June 1942 from VAdm Ghormley 
Commanding General Bleacher lias assumed responsibility 
and command of all forces including local defense force. 
No change in artillery matters should be made. Recom¬ 
mend New Zealand command retain administrative and sup¬ 
ply responsibilities for local defense force also that 
New Zealand personnel be not repeat not relieved. No 
serious difficulties in supply and administration are 
being encountered. American occupation of this island 
may not be of long duration but local defense forces 
must be so organized that they can continue to function 
and to be supplied from New Zealand after American forces 
have left. Therefore no extra weapons available for 
local forces and but limited supplies. Signed Lockwood. 
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11 0040 4TH DEP BN TO C INC PAG 


In the absence of General Chamberlin have assumed 
tactical command Roses urad 120059 May. Reference 
section 1621 revised statutes ha3 4th Def Bn been 
detached for service v/ith unit sail army. 


12 0216 CHORMLEY TO CINCPAC 



Following from Comsowestpac passed on to Cincpac quote 
account institution coastal convoys east coast. To 
combat present Jap submarine menace ACNB has urgent 
need for all available AMS vessels. Consequently I 
propose authorize withdrawal WILCANNIA and MIDURA now 
operating from White Poppy. ACNB has by hand unquote. 
Ghormley originator. If Cincpac agrees to withdrawal 
recommend arrangement for replacement from other source 
earliest practicable date to fill urgent need pending 
installation contemplated A/S defenses. 


12 0401 NAS KODIAK TO COMDR FLIGHT 11 INFO CINCPAC 




Patrol Wing 4 delivering as per orders at 120120 three 
Catalinas dropped bombs on ICiska Harbor enemy as follows 
on CA 3 on transport one one destroyers one on gun boat 
one. Results not yet reported. One Catalina bombed 
DD and CL west3ide Kiska Island course west reports 
damage doubtful. Catalina P-43P sunk repeat sunk Jap 
sub Lat 51-00 Long 177-10 at 111800 GCT sub caught on 
surface course east true speed 20. Refueled and 
rearmed Catalinas enroute to bomb the Jap CA lat 52 
long 177-05 West at 110225 GCT. Sand Point unit and 
tender moving to Atka to keep liamnering. Shore based 
Nakajuna fighters operating from Attu. L 0 cal Army 
reads this. Own losses unreported at present. Four 
new Catalinas received today. 


0 
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13 1200 Continued 

Umnak field reported scouted by 4 Jap VO. Atka Harbor 
scouted by twin flat at 130520. Nil carriers sighted. 
Very few CV type planes. Progression of RDF cuts in 
Berring Sea indicate force moving south. ‘Weather pre¬ 
dicted excellent along and north Aleutian chain Satur¬ 
day. Conclusion Japs hit Atka Saturday. Big boats 
start bombing our bases. Possible carrier attack from 
north. Tender and planes falling back to Nicolski and 
Chernofski tonight. Gillis directed evacuate Atka 
people. Scorch earth. Patrol sectors 10 to 13 inclu¬ 
sive overnight. Search north for CV early daylight. 
About 40 effectives available. All precincts not 
reported. From Thursday morning to Friday evening 
Catalina shuttle express Kiska and return took all 
Gillis gas and bombs. Splendid organization of LtCom 
Norman Garton Comdg and continuous unremitting toil 
by crew made the schedule possible. Comalsec and 
local Army have this from Compatwing four. 

12 1745 COMNOWESEAFRON TO COMINCH INFO CINCPAC 


This from General Dewitt deliver to Chief of Staff 
Army. Basis for constant request for both air and 
ground reinforcements for Alaska is conviction that 
Glenn, Hears, Randall, Morrow and Kodiak can be held 
if air and ground reinforcements repeatedly requested 
are provided and that siiccessful defense of Dutch 
Harbor is dependent upon retention of Gleen and Randall. 
Kodiak cannot be successfully defended if posts to the 
westward fall. Protection of navy section bases Kodiak 
and Dutch Harbor essential in defense of Alaska. Com- 
nowesseafron concurs entirely and emphatically with 
above statements. Again request 4 bombardment squad¬ 
rons 2 equipped with B24S and 2 equipped with B-17 
airplanes 1 trained infantry regiment one AA regiment 
and one composite AA Batallion be made immediately 
available for defense of Aleutian area. Sending from 
here as early as shipping permits one AA regiment each 
to Gleen and Randall and infantry battalion to Gleen 
together with 2 batteries field artillery 75 mm to 
Gleen and one to Randal. Buckner moving rapidly as 
possible one battalion infantry available to him to 
increase garrison Randall. Navy advises today Japs 
on Kiska and Attu with fleet force in addition north 
of Tanaga Island. B-17s unable to reach Kiska which 
can be reached by B24s. B17 s can operate against 
fleet force north of Tanaga. 
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12 1720 NAS KODIAK TO 00MTASKF0R 8 


This from Butler Cora 11th Air Force. Following 
paraphrase from Ft Glenn 5 B-17s back from Kiska 
at 120955 report Jap antiaircraft btrys definitely 
landed and cruiser based, landing from cruiser con¬ 
tinued during raid, tent city seen, 1 enemy plane 
ran when attacked, no zero fighters or seaplanes 
seen, Eareckson counted 14 vessels in harbor and 2 
entering at full steam. One pilot believed he saw 
geometrical design of destroyers headed southeast. 

2 cruisers believed heavily hit. No losses no damage 
unquote. 

12 2345 Com FI 311 TO Com FI 20 

Plan for tonight completion daylight attacks Patron 
43 planes now Atka base Gillis"Hulbert rest resume 
attacks daylight tomorrow. 5 torpedo planes Patron 
43 now enroute attack enemy heavy cruisers or car¬ 
riers at du3k return base Atka. Gillis direct Dutch 
Harbor, Cold Bay Units patrols 41 and 42 return each 
individually arriving by 0500 GOT if possible. Last 
4 plane3 Patrol 43 now Cold Bay remain that base 
prepare attack tomorrow. Patrol 43 maintain 1 plane 
contact with enemy Kiska forces during darkness. 

Dutch Group. Covering sectors 10 to 13 inclusive 
tonight. 

13 1200 NAS KODIAK TO CTF 8 


Supplement to my 122235 new enemy contacts made since. 
1 CL 1 DD moored semisipochnoi repeat Semisopochnoi 
Island excellent forward site for ack ack protection 
to Kiska. Attacks not previously reported 122100 
Catalina 2 bombs on cruiser lat 52 north long 170° 

45' v/est. Cruiser plane attempted to prevent and 
beaten by PBY. Bomb res\ilts uncertain. 121045 2 
bombs from pilot Johnston 1000 feet on DD. Same from 
Mr Greene from 1500 on CL both at Kiska results not 
observed. Ireene chased by 4 engined PB. Also caught 
3one shrapnel. 130210 Catalina 4 heavies on ma33ed 
ships Ki3ka. Results not observed dicked for clouds. 
120215 Ensign Dahl torpedoed CA near Kiska, good hit. 
122343 3 Catalinas led by LtCom Doc Jones delivered 
12 500 to Jap Kiska fleet. Did not wait count results 
but straffed set afire 1 4 engine PB. At 130521 the 
big party. 6 Catalinas placed 16 500 in the middle. 

At least 1 tremendous explosion. Plenty fires still 
blazing. New casulties 3ince last report none except 
many bullet and shrapnel holes and 1 PBY5A now a 
land plane bottom not water proof. All foregoing 
reports from navigators no army attacks included. 
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130113 OINCPAC TO CO 4th DEF BN 


Urdis 110840 negative. Unity of command gives yon 
responsibility and authority to coordinate operations 
organize task forces assign missions and designate 
objectives but not to control Army administration 
and discipline nor to issue instructions beyond those 
necessary for effective coordination. 

13 0333 COMBOPAC TO CINCPAC 


Based on prospective advanced base activity deriving 
from WPL 46 PC and on recent increasing necessity for 
land based aircraft I believe a large scale program 
for construction of advanced bases and of numerous 
mutually supporting island airfields will be essential. 
Although shortage of shipping may retard base develop¬ 
ment I believe local planning for South Pacific con¬ 
struction should be vigorously prosecuted and that 
every effort should be made to secure maximum accomp¬ 
li shnnnt on current SoPac projects by coordination of 
personnel materials and equipment now available on 
area or scheduled for early arrival. To assist in 
accomplishing both objectives and to plan and direct 
an increasing number of SPOONER projects to support 
operations SouPac Area request assignment at earliest 
possible date of 12 civil engineer officers additional 
to Bupers 059516. I also request 1 construction bat¬ 
talion for SPOONER to establish an advanced based 
headquarters including a receiving station for con¬ 
struction personnel and a storage depot for materials 
and equipment. Recommendations retarding advanced 
base construction will be made after conference with 
Admirals McCain and Byrd. 


579 


















' ■ 

JUN GOT 


11 1922 


14 0145 





CONIHCH TO CIIICPAC 

EARLY CONSIDERATION SHOULD BE GIVEN TO ASSIGNMENT 
SERVICE TYPE AIRCRAFT TO REPLACEMENT CARRIER SQUADRONS 
EXISTING AND TO RE FORKED. THIS TO PROVIDE TRAINED 
REPLACEMENTS FOR CARRIERS NOW IN SERVICE AND TO START 
BUILDING UP SQUADRONS FOR CARRIERS NOW UNDER CONSTRUC¬ 
TION. INTENTION TO ESTABLISH AT AN EARLY DATE OFFICE 
OF COMMANDER CARRIER REPLACE!ENT SQUADRONS PACIFIC 
FLAG OFFICER ON '.TEST COAST PROBABLY ALAMEDA DUTIES TO 
ORGANIZE FIT OUT AND TRAIN REPLACEMENT CARRIER SQUAD¬ 
RONS. COMMENT. 

COMPACTING 4 TO COMFLT 11 


Operations by Patwing 4 reported since My 131200. 
Catalina pilot Sorenson bombed KISKA sunk several 
4-engined PB 3 in water and completely demolished 
adjacent radio or aerological station. Pilot Jackob- 
son then dropped 600 pounder between 3 PBs remaining 
on water and one on adjacent beach. Results not ob¬ 
served but easy to assume. Japs clearing burning 
Southeast cape of island possibly for landing field. 
Catalina number 2 pilot Hildebrand returned this morning 
unable drop bombs in KI5KA at 122300 driven off 3 times 
by zero fighters. Got away O.K. Last report enemy 
force at KISKA 4 cruisers 1 transport North of Head 
4 transports 3 CL several DD South side. Catalinas 
44 to 51 inclusive Lt.Cdr. D. Jones out of AT?KA for 
DUTCH via KISKA at 131525. 4 Catalinas numbers 4 7 
15 35 ATKA to DUTCH via KISKA at 131605. Results of 
night searches Southern sectors negative. Off on 
North day searching fog at 231415. GILLIS destroyed 
ATKA departed for DUTCH with school teacher and wife 
at 131516. Natives skipped when first Jap plane 
sighted. HULBERT rounded up evacuated 26 men 17 women 
18 kids. Estimate 25 left. Casualties 3ince last 
report 3 Catalinas abandoned destroyed ATKA due un¬ 
repairable combat damage 12 June. 1 Catalina crashed 
taking off KODIAK 131720 BuAero 04490 belly had under 
torpedo loaded wing. -Torpedo dropped ran missed SPICA 
SAN MIHIEL exploded between docks. No damage. Per¬ 
sonnel two previously reported killed over KISKA area 
LANSING William Ilatey AMMlc no data available. KEITH 
Ellis J. Jr. seaman second, class unmarried next of kin 
and beneficiaries mother and father Mr. Mrs. E.E.J. 

KEITH 112 Lihbood Sargme Houston Texas request notify 
above and Miss Margaret Porter 2509 Henevert St. Houston 
Texas; insurance Seaboserd Life Houston 2000 National 
Service 2000 National Mutual Houston 500 one wounded 


(see next page) 
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14 0145 


14 0457 
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(Continued) 

is MORTENSEN Minton R. ACRM next of kin v;ife Josephine 
Nancy MORTENSEN 4077 Dwight 3t., San Diego request 
notify above and Mrs. Easy R. Mortensen 452 Garfield 
Ave., Salt Lake City, Utah. Enroute to DUTCH on GILLIS. 
Killed in take off crash Ens. Robert D. Jones, Jr., AVN 
USNR. Beneficiary wife Mrs. Robert H. Jones 2260 Alameda 
Ave., Alameda, Calif., one son two years. Requested 
notify also mother Mrs. Roberta H. Jones 909 South Oak 
3t., Ablington, Texas Veterans Insurance 10,000. Lt (jg) 
Charles H. Holt, USN and crew of six slightly injured 
3haken. GILLIS ETA DUTCH 2100 13 June. HULBERT at 
NICOLSKI WILLIAMSON at CHEROFSKI. Cominch pass to 
Bureaus. 

CNBAD TO CINCPAC 


There are approximately 18 B-26 airplanes in this area 
which have withdrawn from availability to the Naval 
Base Air Defense in preparation for ferrying to points 
further Southwest. Commander Naval Base ^ir Defense is 
assisting in torpedo training of the B-26 crews. B-26 
aircraft are considered of greatly more value as torpedo 
planes than as bombers. In view of the urgent need for 
long range torpedo planes in the Hawaiian Area it is 
recommended that representations be made for 18 B-26 
aircraft to remain in this area. 

GHORMLEY TO COMINCH 


Fully understand concur and will carry out principles 
enunciated your 171750 April with all forces assigned 
or which may be available this area. Cominch 111530. 

To strike enemy shipping it is necessary to have sur¬ 
face or subsurface combatant forces, which at present 
we lack, or land or seaplane bases within practicable 
striking range of hostile concentrations shipping lanes 
or focal points. Refer your 220523 May postponing con¬ 
struction airfield E3PIRITU 3ANT0. First echelon Marine 
Amphibious Force arrive LONGBOW today. Its offensive 
power should not be reduced by assignment to defensive 
roles such as protection of advanced airfields except 
when urgently needed. Desire initiate advance through 
New HEBRIDES SANTA CRUX and ELLICE Islands as 30on as 
prospect of reinforcement is more favorable. The 
specific answer to your question is no enemy shipping 
in South Pacific -rea or within effective striking 
distance available forces. 
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NAV ATT WELLING to CINCRAC. C0MWESBEAFR0N 

YOUR 140215 X PRESENT ALLOCATION FULCRUM 3 M/SA/S WITH 
1 M/SA/A AND 1 M/S ARRIVING SHORTLY X LONGBOW 2 M/SA/S 
1 M/S X FANTAN 3 M/SA/S LYTTELTON 1 M/S REMAINDER 
REFITTING AND ON PASSAGE FROM UNIT KING X IN VIEW 
PRESENT .SUBMARINE THREAT IT IS FELT THOSE BASED SPOONER 
SHOULD REMAIN BUT IF 3 BASED FANTAN 1 COULD BE SENT WHITE 
POPPY IF YOU SO DESIRE W RICH WOULD LEAVE SMALL COVER 
FOR MANY SHIPPING MOVEMENTS IN FANTAN AREA 






15 1300 CCMINCII to COM U S FOR EUROPE Info COMSOWCSPACFOR. CINCPAC 
COMSOPACFOR 

In addition to assignment of LEOPARD and TRIOIIPIIANT to 
ConSpPac request arrangement be completed with Free French 
authorities for assignment converted cruiser CAP DE PALMES 
and escort vessel CHEVREUIL to Commander South Pacific 
Cooperating under principle unity of command. Present 
arrangements as to pay sub3istance of crev/3 and maintenance 
of vessels to continue. 

15 1300 COHINCH to CINCAPC, Info CARPAC MATERIAL OFF AT SAN DIEGO , 
COMCARPACFLT. 

Contemplate following disposition LEXINGTON YORKTOWN 
squadrons (A) LEXINGTON retain squadrons in commission 
with same designations for present detach up to 50 percent 
personnel for other duty build up with new personnel as 
replacement carrier group 11 West Coast (B) YORKTOWN 
retain squadrons in commission utilize personnel as 
required fill up HORNET ENTERPRISE build up with new 
personnel a 3 replacement group 12 Hawaii. Comment. 

15 2201 CINCPAC to COMINCH info COMCARPAC (ADMIN) COMADCARTRANG GROUP 
AT SAN DIEGO. ' 

Fully concur in all respects your 111922 except believe con¬ 
sideration should be given to better aircraft training and AVQ 
operating conditions San Diego Area. War experience particu¬ 
larly recent has demonstrated necessity for trained carrier 
replacement groups. New aircraft deliveries and new flight 
scholl graduates to date have done little more than balance 
operational and battle losses of active carrier planes and 
pilots. Realize this condition has been unavoidable and is 
now improving. Meanwhile it lias been and will remain essent- 
tial to keep active carrier groups fully equipped and manned 
and to have have hero In Hawaiian Area for immediate 
U3e reasonable pool of planes and pilots. Plan to build 
thi3 pool into replacement group a3 soon as practicable and 
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JUNE *42 

15 2201 (Cont(d) 

distribute other replacement groups as they are formed in ac¬ 
cordance demands of situation. Present status active carrier 
groups i3 not good, General tendency operational fatigue 
due long continued intensive operations at sra and heavy 
battle attrition without relief that replacement groups 
will provide when available. Will return to mainland for 
assignment to new squadrons to extent that they can now 
be spared nilot3 who are most exhausted particularly those 
of Y0RKT0WN and ENTERPRISE groups. 

16 0131 CINCPAC to PACIFIC FLEET, Info ComSouUestPacFor,ComAlrSoPac , 

Comlnch, ComSoPac, Com 11 12 15 14 15. 

Striking Forces Pacific fleet hereby reorganized a3 follows. 
TaskEor 11 Rear Admiral Fitch in SARATOGA cruisers Rear 
Admiral Kinkaid in MINNEAPOLIS NEW ORLEANS ASTORIA DESRON 

I less FARRAGUT. TASKFOR 16 Rear Admiral Fletcher in 
ENTERPRISE cruisers Rear Admiral Smith in LOUISVILLE, PORT¬ 
LAND, CHESTER, ATLANTA COMDESRON 6 in BALCII BENHAM ELIE T 
MAURY GRIDLEY MCCALL GWIN MONSSEN. TASKFOR 17 Rear Admiral 
Mitschor in HORNET cruisers Rear Admiral Good in NORTHAMPTON, 
SALT LAKE CITY, PENSACOLA, SAN DIEGO, COMDESRON 2 in 
MORRIS RUSSELL ANDERSON MUSTIN MAIIAN PRESTON SMITH. 

TASKFOR 18 Rear Admiral Noyes in WASP cruisers Rear Admiral 
Scott in QUINCY VINCENNES SAN FRANCISCO SAN JUAN DesDiv 15 
and 23 less WOODWORTH plus PARENHOLT. This reorganization 
effective for ships now at Pearl at 0930 GCT 16 June and for 
units now in TaskFor 10 upon arrival San Diego. Other units 
listed are to complete currently assigned tasks before 
reporting to reorganized forces. Orders to temporary TaskFor 

II in my 130329, 131925, 140445 and my Opord 31-42 are 

not modified by this despatch. Approved upkeeps and overhaul 
remain unchanged. Units not listed herein continue 
present assignments. 
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18 0247 CINCPAC to COMINCH. 


My 170241 Task Forces 16 and 17 have been nlaced on 48 
hours notice for rest reorganization and training with 
particular reference to new nersonnel. While these 
forces could be used in emergency this period of read¬ 
justment is very seriously needed and every day of 
training for the next 10 days and not to exceed two weeks 
will pay great dividends later. Will emnloy DD escort 
your 162230 to UNIMAK PASS and main body Task Force 8 
to NOME. Pacific Ocean Areas continue quiet. 

17 0323 CINCPAC to PACIFIC FLEET. CQMSOPAC. Info: C0MIN0H . 
COHAIRSQPAC, COMSWPAC, COMSSPAC. 

Following Pacific Fleet units are hereby transferred to 
South Pacific Force effective 0000Z/19 June and v/ill 
acknowledge this despatch to Comsopacfor at first op¬ 
portunity consistent with operational radio restrictions. 
At POPPY CUPTISS McFARLAND and attached patrol planes 
MACKINAC. AT Bobcat TERN. At Bleacher WHITNEY, SOLACE. 

At Straw or enroute thereto SWAN TURKEY CAMANGA YP 240 289 
and 292. Enroute to Roses YP 239 and 346 . At Fulcrum 
RIGEL. At Longbow Transdiv 8 less HEYW00D GEORGE F 
ELLIOTT Transdiv Ten Less BARNETT LIBRA. Para. Follow¬ 
ing units now in South Pacific Area will not pass to 
command of Comsopacfor but will rejoin the Pacific Fleet 
when so ordered by Cincpac uoon completion of presently 
assigned tasks. At Popny TANGIER MEREDITH. At Bobcat 
SEPULGA. At Bleacher RAINIER KANAWHA BARKER and Comin- 
div 2 in MONTGOMERY RAMSAY. At Straw O’BRIEN WALKE 
KINGFISHER SUMNER. At Fantan TUCKER CUMMINGS. At 
FULCRUM SAN FRANCISCO FARRAGUT. Para. ACHILLES LEANDER 
report to Comsonac upon completion of nresent assigned 
tasks. 
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17 2033 CINCPAC TO COMINCH 




o 


o 

* 4 /~~ 



Your 111245 Hay has been under continuous consideration 
which has been intensified by your 151310. All carrier 
task force commanders have studied and commented on 
problem presented. My conclusions based on experience 
to date follow: Modern naval warfare will continue to 
present tactical situations favorable to night destroyer 
attacks which must and will be exploited by our respon¬ 
sible commanders at the scene of action. Advent of 
carrier borne aircraft in fast moving carrier task forces 
has greatly curtailed such attack opportunities and has 
made such attacks prohibitive unless destroyers are pre¬ 
sent in numbers considerably in excess of defensive screen 
requirements. To date such escess over minimum require¬ 
ments has not been available. In addition screening 
plane guarding and prompt development night radar con¬ 
tacts requires destroyers in constant attendance carriers. 
Greater distances and faster moving forces reduce ability 
destroyers to rejoin their carriers at succeeding daylight 
which situation is entirely unacceptable unless reasonably 
sure of immunity from enemy submarine and air attack or 
unless destroyers In excess of minimum defensive require¬ 
ments are available. Fuel situation for destroyers is 
usually precarious even without high speed at night. 
Necessity for guarding the ever present and important 
tankers further reduces number available. Be assured 
that the question you raise Is constantly In my mind and 
also in the minds of my Task Force Commanders who can be 
counted upon to exploit favorable opportunities. The 
destruction of enemy carriers which has already taken 
place and the availability to us of more carriers and 
destroyers which Is expected from the building program 
should give added impetus to our aggressive operations 
of the future. 


18 2017 CINCPAC TO COMINCH 



ComGen HawDept secret file 6663 of 16 May request support 
this effort to improve air component at CHRISTMAS ISLAND 
and to provide aircraft at CANTON ISLAND which now has 
none. Thi3 matter is important and urgent. Earliest 
possible favorable action is necessary. 

\ 
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22 0455 
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CCMTASKFOR 8 TO CINCPAC 

Present plan of operation includes continuance of 
oatrol plane scouting operations against enemy's 
advance'in ALEUTIAN-ALASKA PENINSULA Area with Army 
air striking force disposed to attack located enemy 
forces that area. Contemplate use of submarines for 
observation ATTU and KISKA and to attack important 
enemy units as opportunities offer there and in middle 
ALEUTIAN area. 7/hen submarine reinforcements arrive 
v/ill use new type vessels in the advanced stations and 
use old type on stations closer to UIvINAK-DUTCH HARBOR 
approaches. Contemplate dispatching detachment of 
4 PBYs to NOME to scout against enemy advance on that 
place. 7/ill utilize Army bombardment and pursuit restric 
ted by orders from Washington to operation in FAIRBANKS - 
NOME area as striking force against enemy advancing on 
latter place. Will escort and cover movement of indi¬ 
vidual Army transports.between SEWARD and NOME and 
reenforce escort as possible for WEST COAST-DUTCH HARBOR 
Naval transport movement giving such surface and air 
coverage as prior obligation to Army SEWARD-NOME move¬ 
ment permits. 7/ill use main body for surface coverage 
as practicable and to exploit any opportunity for 
attrition attacks on detached enemy units. 


23 0427 




CINCPAC to COMSOPAC, info COI.IZNCH, OPNAV 

Your 130333 Opnav 202035. In view present uncertainty place 
of Lion installation shipment Lion material to SPOONER 
appears in advisable. Referring Cub believe shipment 
material for construction advance air fields and bases 
merits consideration but to reduce demands on shipping and 
rehandlying such material should be kept to minimum required 
and placed in storage in port advance as close as reasonable 
safety now permits to sites where material may be expected 
to be used. SPOONER appears unnecessarily distant. Suggest 
WHITE POPPY. Request your comment. 


U 
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23 2230 CCMSOUPACFOR TO CINCP AC 

O First shuttle trip PRESIDENT C00LIDGE from FULCRUM 

to FANTAN Cominch serial 00380 of May 13 leaves 
FULCRUM 25 June. My 240620 and 260415 May Cominch 
021545 June. I reiterate my concern over with¬ 
drawal New Zealand forces from Fantan. Situation 
as presented in Comairsopac 220430 indicates neces¬ 
sity strengthening forward positions instead of 
retrograde movement at this time. In any case it 
is essential that New Zealand troops remain FANTAN 
until 37th U S Division thoroughly experienced. 




24 0315 CINCPAC TO COMAIRSOPAC INFO COMSOPAC 

Have under consideration use of NOUMEA Harbor as 
rest and replenishment anchorage for carrier task 
forces. Desire you make preliminary reconnaissance 
NOUMEA Harbor and submit recommendation as to prob¬ 
able best area for protected anchorage. Have in 
mind utilizing SUMNER for detailed survey of recom¬ 
mended area. Desire also general survey facilities 
for basing ashore at POPPY at least 2 carrier air¬ 
craft groups while carriers are in port. Survey 
should cover present facilities and what in addition 
is needed for both carrier aircraft service units 
and flight crews of aircraft groups. Submit similar 
air facility survey a3 early as practicable for 1 
carrier aircraft rroup each'’at BLEACHER and FANTAN. 
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27 0302 MACARTHUR TO CINCPAC 


Will collect data and forward at earliest possible 
date reference your 2G0317. In this connection I 
have just informed the war department that there 
are numerous 3igns of increased enemy activity in 
the Bismarck-Solomons area involving the develop¬ 
ment of airfields and ground installations while 
shipping activity considerably exceeds the require¬ 
ments for normal supply. This may presage aggressive 
action but deem it more probable consolidation for 
defense. In either case the situation here is chang¬ 
ing and I have requested the shipment of additional 
airplanes to meet the enemy development. 


26 0105 COMAIRSQTJPAC to CINCPAC 

In view transfer to Xray by Army of B-17s assigned 
this area affected yesterday. Your 250221. 18 VP 

planes considered minimum requirement POPPY. Believe 
division this number between F ANT AN and POPPY un¬ 
desirable except to cover some special rituation. 
FANTAN requires 12 VP as soon as available. In ad¬ 
dition have equipment present Singapore Squadron there 
with 6-9 Catalinas from lend lease planes understood 
currently in production. Effective POPPY 15 PBY-53. 

1 more aground HAVANNAH Harbor probably requiring 
lengthy hull repair. 
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27 0733 COMSOWESPAC to CIIICPAC (Part l) 

Cincpac 242221 and 260317 available target information 
SOLOMONS BISMARK APC TT IPELAGO forward my airmail 20 
June register number 1059. 3 additional sets latest 

target maps plans interpretation sheets and photos being 
forwarded about 3 July for following localities TULGAI 
and vicinity FAISI BUKA NAKATANAI FENI KAYIENG PABAUL 
VUNAXAITAU GASMATA LAE GREENWICH, Netatives photos 
TULGAI will be forwarded but target information above 
mentioned contain full interpretations. Nil activity 
observed recent photos KIETA KESSA NISSEL FENI. RAAF 
publications 32A and ASD 203 forwarded airmets 15 and 23 
May register numbers 0693 a nd 0667 contain further in¬ 
formation aerodromes and possible patrol plane operating 
area. 

27 0735 C0MS0WESPAC to CINCPAC (Part 2) 

Estimate Japanese land based air strength 25 June 


Place 

Fighters 

Bombers 

BISMARCK 

ARCHIPELAGO 

24 

44 

NEW GUINEA 

33 

Nil 

SOLOMONS 

0 

Nil 

TIMOR 

12 

6 

BALI 

21 

Nil 

AMB0INA 

12 

9 

CELEBES 

54 

45 

Copies Airmets nlus enclosures 


VP’s Observation Total 

( Sea Land Types ) 


11 

23 

102 

Nil 

Nil 

33 

4 

4 

8 

Nil 

Nil 

18 

Nil 

4 

25 

4 

Nil 

25 

12 

18 

129 

also 

forwarded Comsoapc. 
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June 9th Cont’d 


enemy 

example, if v/e decide that the next/move will be in the 
Southwest Pacific v/e cannot afford to have our striking forces 
in the Aleutians. A 3 the matter stands at the end of the day 
it seems a good guess that the enemy Midway force is withdraw¬ 
ing toward the west, some to the Mandates for fuel and repairs, 
and that the Aleutians force is unreported. There seems no 
doubt that the enemy is using radio deception to confuse our 
RDP. 


Midget submarines similar to the tv/o captured at Oahu 
last December were used last week to attack Sydney. They were-, 
probably transported there by large submarines. 


June 10th. 


i 


NAS KODIAK 110921 gives the ALASKA summary v/hile CinCFVc 
110929 gives plans for the future. 

PAT’VING FOUR 110401 reports enemy activity at KISKA. 

BLEACHER needs considerable time and equipment to fix up 
the air field. 


CinCPac 110537 gives his views on the TONGA Defense Force, 
and his 110501 gives status of 37th Army Division. 

Cominch has asked when Vice Admiral Ghormley would take 
command. It is assumed that he will take over the South Pacific 
Area just as soon as his communications are established and his 
other command arrangements completed. 

The TAUTOG 110336 again describes his remarkable success 
at TRUK. (ComSubSoWesPac 110336) 

June 11th. 


Cominch 111645 agrees with the plan for future operations 
outlined in Clncpac 110929. CTF S will operate as indicated in 
Cincpac 112209. This change of employment from 110929 was made 
because of indications enemy was moving to the eastward in the 
ALEUTIANS. There has been no definite indication of a CV in that 
area for several days. TF 16 returns to PEARL, to refit and pre¬ 
pare for action either North or South deoending on developements. 
TF 1 continues to operate in present advanced position as long as 
possible v/ithout a tanker. This to provide support or a retire¬ 
ment point for TF 8 if necessary. 

NAS KODIAK 120401 tells of bombing results at KISKA. The 
Landing there is definite, and a landing at ATTU is s\ispected. 

Cincpac urges that all practicable steps be taken to 
expedite the completion of CVs now building. 
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June 11 (Continued) 

The NORTH CAROLINA and WASP groups have left PANAMA 
enroute to the SAN DIEGO - SAN PEDRO area. The NORTH CARO¬ 
LINA will join TF 1 while the WASP becomes the CV of TF 18. 

Vice Admiral Ghormley 120216 recommends the use of the 
WILCANNIA and MIDURA. 

C.G. BLEACHER 102340 and the 4th Defense Battalion 
110840 give respective command set-ups. 

The designation "Flotillas” in Atlantic and Pacific 
destroyer organizations has been abolished. 

Mining at EFATE was completed today. 

The SILVERSIDES returning from patrol of HONSHU reports 
sinking 1 SS, 3 AK, 1 A0. 

Cominch again tells the Army air in the SW PAC that 
their best targets are enemy ships. Lately their reports in¬ 
dicate that they have preferred runways and shore installa¬ 
tions while the haroors seem well filled with ships. 



June 12. 

The action in the Aleutians is developing as Kiska a3 
shown by NAS Kodiak 121720, 12235 and 131200. Landing at 
Attu is possible also. While no one ha3 actually seen CVs in 
the area the past few days, their presence is considered 
likely. Comnorv/esseafront 121745 gives defense needs for 
Alaska. The messages from that area sent by Compatwing 4 
have caused CinCPac to be concerned about that officers 
ability to handle the situation. But Compatwing 4 seems to 
have the complete confidence of Comalaska Sector. Our own 
submarine was bombed today, again showing how difficult It 
is to avoid this kind of a mistake. 

Comsopac 130333 recommends on an advance base con¬ 
struction program. 

CinCPac 130113 defines Unity of Command limitations 
for marines at Efate pending arrival of a relief for General 
Chamberlain who was detached leaving Col. Passet, USIIC, SOP. 

The Japane3 search from Wake toward Midway continues. 
That area is quiet. 


WQ. S I*© 3'UUU^VL • 
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June 13th 


In the Aleutians our efforts are mainly to bomb 
the Japanese at Kiska and to search for the suspected CV; 

Zero fighters were encountered at Kiska. Compatwing 4 
140145 summarizes the situation. 

Admirals Fletcher and Spruance arrived at Pearl. 

The Central and South Pacific Areas are quiet. 

CKBAD 140457 presents the need of B-26's carry¬ 
ing torpedoes. 

Ghormley 140616 says that he will need more forces 
and positions to be able to strike at enemy shipping. 

Cominch 111922 plans a CV replacement and training 
set-up. This, under a flag officer, would train pilots and 
crews for CVs building also. 

June 14th 

Task Force One has been directed to return to the 
West Coast. 

There were surprisingly few developments in Alaska - 
probably due to bad weather. The enemy continues to keep 
a large number of ships in Kiska for his landing there, but 
his carrier forces have not yet been located. Comtaskfor 0 
continues to operate his main body in the vicinity of Lat. 

40° N, 172° W, as previously directed by Cincpac. Both Army 
and Navy air continue to attack Jap forces at Kiska but an 
accurate account of results has not been received. The 
surface and air search for other enemy forces continues. 

Cincpac has ordered that planes on the ferry route 
make reconnaissance of Howland, Baker, and Jarvis Islands. 

NavAtt Wellington 150415 is a plan for redistribution 
of New Zealand patrol vessels in the South Pacific. 

As he did after the Coral Sea battle, Cominch again 
feels that CAs and CDs should have been used in night attacks 
during the Battle of Midway. 
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June 14th (Cont’d) 


The Free French DD Leopard will soon be assigned 
to Comdr. South Pacific Area. 


A prisoner brought in by the TROUT from the Midway 
area confirms the belief that two cruisers of the Mogami class 
in the "western force" were sunk. 


Outside of the Aleutians, the Pacific Ocean areas 
were quiet. 

June 15th. 




In the Aleutians it appears that the weather lias prevented 
much activity during the past 24 hours. A flight of B17's 
which operated over Kiska was unable to bomb effectively due 
to weather. They report at least 16 vessels in the harbor. 

Cominch 151300 gives proposed use of the crews of the 
Lexington and Yorktown. From that message it i3 inferred that 
the new CYs are ahead of the building schedule. 

Cominch 1513 ■ gives his ideas on employment of Free 
French units in South Pacific. 

notification to those concerned wa3 made that Vice 
Admiral Ghormley will take command of the South Pacific Area 
on June 19th. At that time the Service Squadron South Pacific 
will be formed. 

The Saratoga group will transport Army P40's to Midway 
for duty. The CV task forces at Pearl are placed on 24 hours 
sailing notice. CincPac 160131 gives the new command set \ip for 
the carrier task forces. 

CincPac 152201 gives views on carrier pilots and training. 

MacArthur is starting amphibious training. Otherwise his 
area is quiet. W 6 " 
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June 16. 


Task Forces 16 and 17 are utilizing the present period 
at Pearl Harbor to rest, refit, and replenish depleted and ex¬ 
hausted personnel and ships. They are ready to sail on 24 hours 
notice but the rest period will be extended as long as circum¬ 
stances permit. When enemy moves become more clear a decision 
will be made regarding their next employment. The SARATOGA 
group, with Admiral Nimitz and Army guests embarked, spent the 
day training at sea off Pearl. The group will depart for the 
vicinity of MIDWAY tomorrow to ferry Army P-40s for duty at 
MIDWAY, and to train enroute. 

The main body of Task Force 8 continues*to operate in the 
vicinity of Lat 48 N, Long 172 W, in an effort to seize favorable 
opportunity for strong attrition tactics. The other units are 
scouting and attacking as weather permits. 

Task Force 1 is enroute San Francisco via San Pedro. No 
further moves for this force are now planned. Thus, they will 
operate from San Francisco for training while being prepared to 
cover other operations. 

The WASP - NORTH CAROLINA group arrive in the San Pedro - 
San Diego area the 19th. The NORTH CAROLINA will then join Task 
Force 1, and the WASP v/ill be the center of the new task force 
under Rear Admiral Noyes. 

Other surface units are engaged in escort. 

The submarines are starting the offensive patrol in Jap¬ 
anese waters again. In the next few days six boats will be on 
station. A number are at Pearl for rest, refit and replenishment. 

While the force the enemy is now employing in the ALEUTIANS 
is not definitely known, there is no good reason to believe that 
it has been substantially reinforced recently. There is the 
probability that the enemy is now working to base shore-based air 
and seaplanes at KISKA. The weather has been so bad In that area 
recently that definite nev/s of his activities could not be obtained. 
Cominch sees the formation of a strong enemy northern force to 
protect the Eastern flank in case of an attack on Russia, and that 
he may move to occupy the St. Lawrence Islands and possibly Nome. 

In the Central Pacific there is definite indications that 
no moves will be made In the forseeable future against the MIDWAY - 
OAHU line. 


There continue to be indications that a resumption of 
the Moresby campaign is a definite possibility; but not in the 


very near future. 
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■June 16 (Continued) 

An attack on Russia in the next few days has been re¬ 
peatedly predicted by several sources including Corriinch, 

Our activities in the South Pacific are confined to 
the multitudinous and comnlex nroblem of building ut> our bases 
and arranging for their logistic support. 

In the Southwest Pacific activity was limited to the 
exchange of minor air attacks and search operations which have 
been underway for a long time. * U 


June 17 


In view of the fact that Task Forces 16 and 17 are 
badly in need of rest, refit and reorganization, their notice 
was extended to 48 hours. (Cincpacl80247) 

There is no further word from Task Force 8. As the 
Army is sending three transnorts with reinforcements for Nome 
from Seward via Unimak Pass, Comtaskfor 8 was directed to 
escort the move to Unimak with DDs, and from there to destin¬ 
ation with his main body. It is considered that strong escort 
in the Bering Sea is necessary. 

In anticipation of the formation of SoPac forces, 
Cincnac ordered certain vessels to that command in his 170323. 

There is no new enemy information or activities. 
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June 18. 


Task Forces at PEARL are continuing the rest and training 
period. As the SARATOGA group could save a round trip to MIDWAY 
by waiting for Marine replacement dive bombers to go there, she 
is being held over until about the 2Zttd to embark these in ad¬ 
dition to the Army VF. The WASP group at SAL DIEGO will also 
have a short period of training there. 

Task Force EIGHT is still silent, but the weather has 
cleared at KISKA to permit one Army bombing expedition. That 
group reports a direct hit on a transport and says that a photo 
shows no cruisers at KISKA. The whole situation in the ALEUTIANS 
remains vague. 

In the Hawaiian Sea Frontier command relations have been 
under study for several days. Cominch desires the Fleet Opposed 
Invasion plan adopted here but CinCPac will probably point out 
difficulties of applying the Fleet Opposed Invasion formula to 
the Hawaiian Area. 

CinCPac 172033 gives views on night attacks in carrier 
duels. Lack of DDs is an Insurmountable obstacle to date. 

CinCPac also suggests the possibility of the use of B-25 
(or similar) from CVs for attack and then return to a fieM 
ashore. 


CinCPac 182017 again urges that planes be placed on CANTON 
• ISLAND for defense. 

In the South Pacific the day v/as devoted to administrative 
matters of building bases and providing for their logistic support 

In tthe Southwest Pacific the routine aerial war continued. 
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June 19 


Task Force 18 has arrived on the Test Coast and will he 
ready for sea the 25th. Task Force 11 will depart for MIDWAY 
on the 22nd to deliver 25 Array VF and 18 Marine VSB and will 
return here the 29th. The other forces except Task Force 8 are 
engaged in normal activities. Task Force 8 is operating in the 
ALEUTIANS to try to stop Jap penetration there, mainly by air 
and submarine attack on the KISKA landing. To date results have 
been wholly ineffective and the Japs are presumably strengthening 
their occupied position(s). No CV has yet been located. 

At MIDWAY one of our PBYs and one of our B-17s on patrol 
failed to identify each other and exchanged a few shots. No 
great damage was done and the incident is not further explained. 

The FULTON will base at MIDWAY in the near future to 
service submarines, thus advancing their operations nearer to 
enemy waters. 

Also, operating from MIDWAY the BALLARD picked up 18 Japs 
in a boat who said they came from a CV sunk in the battle of 
MIDWAY. 


Just off TATOOSH an enemy submarine sank a British merchant 
vessel. This is the second instance of definite sub activity in 
the Northeast Pacific in the past few days. 


In the South Pacific developments were routine. One flight 
of I'udsons will be sent from NEW ZEALAND to POPPY soon and a 
squadron later. The South Pacific Amphibious Force will arrive 
in NEW ZEALAND early in August. The SUMNER will survey MULIFAUNA 
UPOLU as her next job. 

OCEAN ISLAND was observed today by enemy air. 

In general, the Areas were quiet. 
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June 20. 


There have been no changes in the employment of the 
major task forces. Task Forces 16 and 17 at PEARL refitting 
and resting; Task Force 11 at PEARL preparing for the trip to 
MIDWAY; Task Force 18 at SAN PEDRO - SAN DIEGO training; Task 
Forces 1 and 3 on West Coast training. Thus, only Taskforce 8 
is active against the enemy. Rear Admiral Theobald will oper¬ 
ate that force from ashore and Rear Admiral W. W. Smith will 
command the Main Body. It is thus again shown that a Commander 
embarked afloat can only run as many ships as he is in visual 
contact with. 


Apparently ComTaskFor 8 did not comply at once with 
Cominch directive to place the ALASKA Air under the Army under 
the Fleet Opposed Invasion formula. Again it is shown (as in 
HAWAII) that it is hard to set up a fixed rule of command that 
will fit all conditions, and locations. 

Consideration i3 being given to taking the offensive 
in the Southwest Pacific. Because of the Coral Sea and MIDWAY 
battles, the time may be here now to at least retake the enemy 
positions in the NEW BRITAIN - NEW GUINEA area. It is interest¬ 
ing to note that this question is aired over the radio and in 
the press today - origin General MacArthur. 

MIDWAY prisoners are giving some interesting information 
on Jap Navy compositions. An accurate estimate of Coral Sea and 
MIDWAY enemy losses may soon be possible. 

The Pacific Ocean Areas continue quiet. Weather ap¬ 
parently prevents air action in the KISKA area. 


The movements of reinforcements to NOME from the SEWARD 
area lias been delayed. 



598 










* ■0 II D [0 


O 


June 21. 


There is no change in the employment of own forces, and 
no new information of the enemy except that a submarine 3helled 
a lighthouse on Vancouver Island. 

HOWLAND, BAKER, and JARVIS were reconnoltered by air 
(the latter by a landing party). No signs of the enemy were 
found. This is routine reconnaissance for planes enroute to 
and from the South Pacific. 

Cominch does not remember ordering the SALT LAKE CITY to 
the Southwest Pacific. She was ordered there by CinCPac for 
temporary duty and will join the first Task Force sent to oper¬ 
ate in the Coral Sea Area. 

There is no news from the ALEUTIANS but Admiral Theobald 
has put the air there under General Butler as was ordered in 
CinCPac Operation Plan 28-42 and has sent in his general plan in 
220455. ‘ , . 


Juno 22. 


The plans section is drawing up an operation plan for 
the early employment of the carrier task forces, l/hile ideas 
are nebulous at present because of lack of good information 
from ALASKA, the general plan i3 to sail two CV'3 task forces 
to the CORAL SEA area about 3rd July. There they would be in 
a position to contend further Jap advances in the Southwest 
Pacific, and might be in a position to cover and support amphib¬ 
ious operations, such as the recapture of TULAGI. About August 

24th two other CV task forces would arrive in the Southwest to 
relieve, but there would be an overlap of about four days during 

which it may be possible to stage a major offensive. Admiral 

Nimitz would retain strategic control of such a plan oven though 
it is outside his area. 

There is nothing significant from the ALEUTIANS. There 
Is a possibility that the S-27 has been lo3t and that the codes 
she carried are captured. This i3 just a gues3, but is being 
checked up on. 

CInC Pac 230427 gives his views on the Lions and Cub 3 
now ready to be moved. 

There is no significant information of the enemy. 
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C0MI1TCII TO CINCPAC 


This to be handled with the utmost secrecy. Urge 
prompt and thorough consideration of establishing 
at French Frigate Shoal staging fuel station for 
fighter planes to Midway. Par 2 nature would be 
that of fixed carrier headed into prevailing north¬ 
easterly wind constructed preferably with overhang 
and slant or cantilever extensions from grounded 
hulk or base structure supported by piling. Par 3 
have Com 14 engineers expedite consideration of this 
proposal which can be built chiefly of wood. 


COMINCH TO COMNAVFOREU INFO CINCPAC 


This message to be handled with the greatest secrecy. 
Please say to First Sea Lord in person that recent 
success against enemy In Midway Area proports the 
renewal of the proposal that the Eastern Fleet under¬ 
take active steps against the enemy this time because 
of his reduced strength. Par 2 opportunity appears 
at hand to coordinate activities of Eastern Fleet 
with MacArthurs forces to northwest of Australia as 
against Timor or alternatively against enemy bases 
In Andaman and ITicobar Islands and the communications 
v/hich they shield. Par 3 1st course should serve to 
divert much of remaining enemy sea forces from strong 
action in New Guinea area which is now his likely 
next move and thus enable us not only to deal v/ith 
such a thrust but to mount an operation designed to 
weaken his hold on Solomons and Bismarcks. Par 4 
such a correlated effort might well develop into 
getting pincers on him applied In the areas west and • 
east of Hew Guinea. Par 5 Leary pass to MacArthur. 

COMINCH TO CINCPAC 


This message to be handled With greatest secrecy. 
Further evidence appears to support my 071530. 

Estimate 2 northern carriers and ZUIKAKU will 
rendezvous with Combined Fleet and retreating 
Midway force about 10 June. Par 2 estimate future 
enemy moves In order of probability first covering 
the return of crippled units Empire and of undamaged 
transports to Mandate Area closely followed by second 
assembly of available forces to move against south 
or southwest Pacific before our sea forces can be 
shifted there. Second renewed attack on Midway. 

Third renewed attack on Aleutians. Par 3 request your 
comments a3 movement of our carrier groups northward 
after rendezvous at 1900 June 10 now appears question¬ 
able . 








CINCPAC TO COMINCH. 


Handle this message v/ith greatest secrecy. Agree in 
general with estimate enemy intentions your 100045. 

Am taking measures to investigate possibility enemy 
occupation Aleutian points. Holding Task Force 16 
in present area until situation is clearer. 

C CHIHC-I TO CINCPAC . 

This is to be handled v/ith the utmost secrecy. There 
are a number of indications that current Japanese 
operations are in preparation for an attack against 
Russia. Included among these persistence in remain¬ 
ing at Kiska and establishment of strong air forces 
in Paramushira and the probable formation of a strong 
northern force. Occupation of Home and the adjacent" 
airfields also St. Lawrence Island may well be a part 
of this plan (2) Army reinforcements of Alaska con¬ 
template reinforcement of ome v/ith troops and auto¬ 
matic v/eapons moved in by air (3) Suggest you consider 
preparation of a division of modern submarines for 
employment in the Aleutian Bering Sea Area in the 
event that a concentration of Japanese forces there 
appear to be confirmed. 

COHIKCK TO CINCPAC . 

Army plans to send about 1500 troops to Home from 
Anchorage Seward Area in 2 or 3 Army transports or 
chartered vessels leaving about 21 June. Hake pro¬ 
vision for escort as necessary. Comalsec pass to 
Buckner. (To be handled with utmost secrecy). 

COMINCH TO 30].:3C’7E3?<.C . INFO CIHCPAC . 

Handle this v/ith the greatest of secrecy. British 
can be expected to agree to cooperation of detach¬ 
ment eastern fleet including at least 2 carriers for 
operations directed toward seizure and occupation of 
Timor or other suitable place provided detachment can 
be used in conjunction with land base air in northwest 
Australia including air timbrella. Para this project 
to be timed with seizure and occupation of Tulagi by 
South Pacific Force which is to include T J 3 Task Force 
containing at least tv/o carriers also to be employed 
in conjunction with land based air in northw«»t 
’ Australia'and in New Caledonian and New Hebrides. 

Para British have been given target date august 1st. 


6 01 









23 1415 COMINCH TO CINCPAC . 

Second. Marine Regiment Amphibious •Force Pacific 
should be kept in readiness for a quick movement 
to the South Pacific. Decision on this will be 
made in the early, future. Cincpac inform ComGen 
AmphCorPac. 

23 1902 G OLIAj.iPHI BC ORPAC TO COMINCH INFO CIRC PAG . 

Your 231415 2nd Regiment reenforced embarked in 
CRE3CEHT CITY, PRESIDENT: HAYES, PRESIDENT ADAMS. 
PRESIDENT JACKSON and AtHE^A will be ready to sail 
by 1900 GCT June 24th on 24 hours notice. Captain 
ICiland in CRESCENT CITY acting DivCom. Comgen 
AnphibCorPac lias this info. 


24 2503 COMINCH TO CINCPAC. 










24 2306 




Following to be handled with utmost secrecy. 

Refer to this as Cominch 24230G part one of two. 

For the execution of offensive operations indicated 
in Cominch 231255 repeat 231255 the following 
arrangements are contemplated para (1) seizure and 
initial occupation of Tulagi and adjacent islands 
to be accomplished by -Task Force set up by Cincpac. 
Forces to be made available for this purpose to 
include at least 2 carriers with accompanying crui¬ 
sers and destroyers. South Pacific Amphibious r orce 
consisting of first division less seventh Regiment 
plus second Regiment, 8 APS 3 AKS, 4 APS and 1 AK 
of Pacamphfor, 4 APDS in Pacific and 2 APDS now 
enroute Pacific, 2 converted lumber schooners, 2 
marine fighters and 2 marine dive bomber squadrons in 
addition to VMO 251 now enroute South Pacific, land 
based air South Pacific area, patrol planes as desig¬ 
nated by CinCPac, (Release of army aircraft now in 
Hawaii and slated for South and Southwest Pacific 
will be taken up here with Army), land based air 
Australia and Moresby, surface force and submarine 
task groups from Southwest Pacific Force. Part 2 
and final coming. 

COMINCH TO CINCPAC 

Part 2 and final of Cominch 242306. Para (2) Marine 
air squadrons to be fitted out with aircraft avail¬ 
able to you. '-’hey will reqiiire transportation to 
South Pacific by carriers and/or seatrain, as arranged 
• by your. Retention WASP in San Glego area for carrier 











24 2306 


(Continued) 


qualifications prior to movement and possibly for 
transportation one squadron is suggested Para (3) 
Permanent occupation of seized islands in Southwest 
Pacific area will probably be accomplished by troops 
from Australia under the direction of the Commander 
Souwestpac area. Transportation for these forces by 
Amphibious r orce AP’S AND AK'S may be necessary. 
Discussion with Army underway here as to whether 
additional Army troops will be sent from United States, 
and as to other questions this paragraph para (4) A 
directive by the Joint Chiefs of Staff for the execu¬ 
tions of thi3 operation will be issued. This despatch 
sent for your immediate information in regard prepara¬ 
tion plans, marine squadrons and WASP movement. Leary 
pass thi3 despatch to MacArthur and make sure he has 
seen referenced dispatch. Chief of Staff Army Informed 
by hand. 

5 1340 CON INCH ^0 CI1TCPAC . 


Your 241943 both task forces ihould be made and kept 
ready for departure at 12 hours notice but may be 
kept in hand until circumstances require departure 
pending developments connected with operations planned 
to begin about August 1st. Handle this with the 
utmost secrecy. 







COMSOPACFOR to CINCPAC 

26 0015 bue to inexperienced radio and coding personnel 

^ your 230017 das just reached me. Cominch 242306 and 

231253 reached me last night. I assume that the 
two messages from Cominch modify your suggested 
operations but of course the three do link up except 
as to date of execution. Am I correct in this as¬ 
sumption? You realize, of course, that my radio 
intelligence unit has not arrived. Hope you will 
speed them up as I have not succeeded in doing so. 

27 0251 CINCPAC to COMINCH. Info COMSOPAC. 

Handle with utmost secrecy. As operations your 
242306 should be followed by quickest possible con¬ 
struction landing fields recommend ships Vice CNO 
202035 carry material for this purnose including 
four Army tyoe landing mats 5000 by 150. Most desir¬ 
able that construction battalion with own housing 
accomnany shipment. If this anproved my 260019 to 
Vice CNO modified accordingly. Advise. 


28 0607 COHSOPACFOR to CINCPAC. 

Handle as-most secret. Most desirable 2nd Marines. 
Cominch 271415. He reinforce*, and combat unit 
loaded ready on arrival in this area for employment 
in landing operations as a reinforced regimental 
combat team. 


27 2341 CINCPAC to COMAJUPIIIDFORPAC . Info COMINCH. C0MS0PAC. 

and COHCOb'SSTPAC . 

Exercise utmost secrecy in handling. Plan move 
Third Marine Defense Battalion from Pearl to Soupac 
area combat loaded. Transportation required approx¬ 
imately 1000 men 250,000 cuiic feet (6,500 tons). 
Designate 1 transport fully equipped for combat 
loading and if required by amount cargo indicated 
above one cargo ship. Unless otherwise directed 1 
designated ship or ships are to proceed to Pearl in 
convoy 2098 sailing from West Coast 7 July. 

28 2013 C 0MAM2HI BFOPPAC to CINCPAC. Info: COMINCH. 

Learv and Ghormley are info adees. Pass to them. 
Your 272341. 
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02 2314 . COMSOPAGFOR to CO’TAIRSOPAGFOR. Info CIHCPAC. 




Handle this as most secret. Deliver this message 
to Comgen ROSES by airfor his action from Comsopac. 
Proceed with construction bomber strip at BUTTON 
using nart of your construction battalion, light 
equipment and local transnort available to you. 
Report nrogress weekly. Acknowledge. 


02 2100 COW INCH to CINCPAC. Info CO 1 ' SO'.'BSPACFOR . CO: ISOPAC. 

Handle this with utmost secrecy. This is part one 
of three parts. The United States Chiefs of Staff 
have agreed upon this joint directive for offensive 
operations in the Southwest Pacific Area. Leary pass 
to MacArthur. Quote para 1 objective. Offensive 
operations will be conducted with the ultimate ob¬ 
jective of seizure and occupation of the NEW BRITAIN- 
NE7; IRELAND-NEW GUINEA Area. Para 2. Purpose. To 
deny the area to Japan. Para 3 Tasks Afirm Task One 
seizure and occupation of SANTA CRUZ Islands, TULAGI 
and adjacent positions. Baker. Task 2 seizure and 
occupation of the remainder of the SOLOMON Islands, 
of LAE, SATJtMAUA , and Northeast Coast of NEW GUINEA. 
Cast. Task 3 seizure and occupation of RABAUL and 
adjacent positions in the NEW GUINEA-NEW IRELAND area. 


02 2145 





Part two of Cominch 022100. Para 4. General instruc¬ 
tions. Afirm. The composition of the forces to be 
used, the timing of the tasks, and the passage of com¬ 
mand will be determined by the U.S. Chiefs of Staff. 
Baker. For planning purposes a target date for task 
one is tentatively set as Ausust first 1942. Cast. 
Direct command of the tactical operations of the amphib¬ 
ious forces will remain with the Naval Task Force Com¬ 
mander throughout the conduct of all three tasks. Dog. 
The withdrawal of the Naval attached units of the U.S. 
Fleet may be ordered by the U.S. Chiefs of Staff upon 
the completion of any particular phase of the operation 
in the event that (1) conditions develop which unduly 
jeopardize the aircraft carriers, (2) an emergency 
arises in other Pacific areas which dictates such with¬ 
drawal. Easy. The eastern and western boundaries of 
the southwest Pacific area and of the south Pacific area 
respectively will, as of August first 1942, be longi¬ 
tude 159 degrees east from the equator southward para 5. 
Forces. Afirm. Ground air and Naval Forces now under 
command of the Supreme Commander Southwest Pacific Area. 
Baker. At least two aircraft carriers with accompanying 


(continued on next page) 
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02 2145 COMINCH to C I'TCP AC. 


(Continued) 


cruisers and destroyers, and the South Pacific Amphib¬ 
ious Force, with necessary transport divisions. Cast. 
Marine air squadrons and available land based air sup¬ 
port in South Pacific Area. Dog. Army occupational 
forces nov; in the .South Pacific Area to be utilized 
to garrison TULAGI and adjacent island positions; 
troops from AUSTRALIA to provide other garrisons 
required. 

02 2150 Part 3 Cominch 022100. Para 6. Command. Afirm. 

Task 1 seizure and occupation of SANTA CRUZ Islands 
TULAGI and adjacent positions (l) Task force commander 
to be designated by Cincpac (2) necessary naval rein¬ 
forcements and landbased air support will be attached 
by the Supreme Commander Southwest Pacific Area who 
will also provide^for interception of enemy air and 
naval activities westward of the operating area. Baker. 
Task 2 seizure and occupation of the remainder of the 
"OLDMAN Islands and of LAE SALAMAUA and Northeast Coast 
of NEW GUINEA. The task forces engated in this opera¬ 
tion will be under the direction of the Supreme Com¬ 
mander Southwest Pacific Area. Cast. Task 3 seizure 
and occupation of RABATJL and adjacent positions in the 
NEW GUINEA-NEW ICELAND Area. The task forces engaged 
in this operation will be under the direction of the 
Supreme Commander Southwest Pacific Area unquote. 

Assume you will make Ghormley Task Force Commander at 
least for task one which he should command in person in 
the operating area. He should also go to MELBOURNE for 
conference with General UacArthur as to all 3 tasks. 
Chief of Staff Army informed. 


03 2254 COMINCH to C0UG0PAC. CINCPAC. Info COIWESPAC . 





The Joint United States Chiefs of Staff direct that 
there be set up in the South Pacific Area a Commanding 
General Army Forces, under the Commander South Pacific 
Area (a naval officer) para 2. The functions of the 
Commanding General are: (1) To coordinate and supervise 
the administration, logistics and training of all Army 
ground and air troops within the area. (2) To assist 
the Commander of the South Pacific Area in the prepara¬ 
tion and execution of clans which involve the use of 
Army forces para 3 Nimitz pass to Emmons. Leary pass 
to MacArthur. Ghormley pass to all Army commanders in 
South Pacific Area. Army Chief of Staff informed. 
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03 2255 COM INCH to CINCPAC. CQ’Y-Q.VSSPAC . Info COHSOPAC. 

Handle this despatch with the utmost secrecy. The 
Chief of Staff Army directs that there he created 
2 mobile air forces in the Pacific Theater, each 
connrising at least 1 heavy bombardment group, to 
be available to support operations anywhere in the 
Pacific Theater, as may be directed by the United 
States Chiefs of Staff. These mobile air forces will 
comprise: (l) A Hawaiian mobile air force, from 

units duly assigned to the Hawaiian Department, which will 
normally base and operate in Hawaii: An Australian 
mobile air force, from units duly assigned to the South¬ 
west Pacific Area, which will normally base and operate 
in AUSTRALIA. Para 2. Nimitz pass to Emmons. Leary 
pass to MacArthur. Ghormley mss to subordinate Army 
Commanders South Pacific Area. Chief of Staff Army 
informed. 

04 1632 COM INCH to CITiCPAC . 

Your 230205. As result of agreement by combined Chiefs 
of Staff direct Comsopac to coonerate in so far as 
practicable in the sunnly and evacuation of inhabitants 
OCEAN and NAURU Islands using such island schooners as 
may be available. NEW ZEALAND government being notified 
through diplomatic channels. Handle with utmost secrecy. 

05 0325 C QT.iAIRS OP AC to C0U-0PAC. Info CINCPAC. COHOriROSES. 


Hade personal inspection several good field sites 
ESPIRITU SANTO. Your 022314. Require services 
Joseph Lykes upon, comnletion her unloading ROSES, 
estimated date 7 July, to transport construction 
equipment and personnel SANTO. Can start immediately 
thereafter. 5000 feet Harston matting 150 feet wide 
required. Very secret. 
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04 1045 COUSOPAC to ALL ARTY CQMDRS 30PAG AREA.Info NIMITZ. 

ETU-T0N 0 . LEAPY. UACAPTEUP. 

All Army Commanders South Pacific Area. Utmost secrecy. 
First message is Cominch 032254. The Joint United States 
Chiefs of Staff direct that there be kept up in the South 
Pacific Area a Commanding General Land Forces, undei* the 
Commander South Pacific Area (a naval officer) Para 2. 

.The functions of the Commanding General are: 1. To co¬ 
ordinate and supervise the administration, logistics and 
training of Army ground and air troops within the area. 

2. To assist the Commander of the South Pacific Area 
in the preparation and execution of plans which involve 
the use of Army Forces. 2nd message is Cominch 032255. 

The Chief of Staff Army directs that there be created 2 
mobile air groups in the Pacific Theater, each comprising 
at least one heavy bombardment group, to be available 
to support operations anywhere in the Pacific^Theater as 
may be directed by the United States Chiefs of Staff. 

These mobile air forces will comprise: (l) A Hawaiian 
mobile air force, from units duly assigned to the Hawaiian 
Department, which will normally base and operate in Hawaii; 
an Australian mobile air force, from units duly assigned 
to the Southwest Pacific Area, which will noimally base 
and operate in Australia. Nimitz, Eramons, Leary and 
MacArthur have this. 

05 0510 C0M30PAC to CTF 18. CTF 11. Info CINCPAC. 

Handle this with utmost secrecy. From point negat 25 
Taskfor 18 continue southwesterly to point hypo 66 I 
estimate you will reach by 0400 OCT 17th allowing for 
fueling delay. From point hypo 66 proceed toward point 
george 86 near which unless otherwise directed detach 
transport with escort to WHITE POP^Y to await orders. 

Expect you will refuel combined Task Forces 11 and 18 
enroute to or vicinity point George 86. Near this noint 
opportunity will be afforded for conference with Comair- 
sopac and Comamphibforsopac as to operational details if 
required. Avoid sight or plane contact from islands. 



S08 
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05 1845 


06 0130 


06 2229 


07 0125 


COMINGH TO CINCPAC 



Handle this with utmost secrecy. Employment of fighters 
at Dutch on basis outlined your 031929 from forces avail¬ 
able to you including units formed for ships to be com¬ 
missioned near future satisfactory to Cominch. Next 
AVG available for Pacific is COPAHEE due for delivery 
15 July should be operational in all respects prior to 
1 September. 

CINC SOWESPAC TO COMSOPAC INFO CINCPAC 


Handle with utmost secrecy. Action Comsoupac from CinC 
Sowespac. 5 cruisers (AUSTRALIA, CANBERRA, CHICAGO, 

SALT LAKE CITY, HOBART) and only nine destroyers (Desron 
4) available here one August. PERKINS, FLUSSER being 
returned CinCPac after BLUE and RALPH TALBOT report. 
Comsowespacfor will direct officers proceed Longbow for 
conference with you 15 July. Also will have Sour Sail 
type subs available one August if desired. Advise. 

CINCPAC TO COMTASKFOR 11 INFO COMINCH etc. 


Maximum secrecy enjoined. Comsopac 050510 modify 
mydis 300015. Taskforce Eleven depart Pearl 7 July. 
Complete gunnery practices including shore bombard¬ 
ment afternoon 8 July vicinity Cape Kalae Hawaii. 

Thence proceed by approximately direct route to ren- 
dexvous with Task Force 18 at Point Hypo 26 at 200Z/18 
July. By separate despatch KANAWHA is being directed 
from Bleacher to meed and fuel Task Force 18 on 16 July. 
Leary inform MacArthur. Direct operational control 
Task Forces 11 and 18 still passes to Ghormely at 
2000Z/10 July. 

CINCPAC TO COMSOPAC 


To be treated with utmost secrecy. Turner after con¬ 
sultation with Fletcher and my staff suggests following 
major features for forthcoming operations Sopac. 

Turner expects arrive Fulcrum 11 July. Aflrm reenforce¬ 
ment Santo and construction of landing fields to be 
carried out as soon as practicable two Marston landing 
mats departing Pearl in Oliver Wendell Holmes 6 July 
one mat for Santo construction equipment and personnel 
from Roses one mat for later use Guadalcanal construc¬ 
tion equipment and personnel to be obtained from West 
Coast or Bleacher as decided later. Baker occupation 
and defense of Ndeni. Divert Transdiv 2 to Bleacher 
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07’0125 (Continued) 

send forward one DD with ground and air reconnaissance 
party to arrive Ndeni about 25 July to decide on sites 
for air and seaplane base and location defense force. 
Transdiv 2 depart Bleacher in time arrive Ndeni on 
dog minus two day 2nd Marine Regiment assigned as 
garrison. On arrival from east coast 5th Marine De¬ 
fense Battalion less one third antiaircraft elements 
reenforce Ndeni garrison. Aircraft base and naval 
local defense personnel and material will be supplied 
later from us. Cast capture Tulagi, Gavutu, Florida 
and Guadalcanal Islands on Dog Day approximately one 
August. Forces first Marine Division less 7th Regi¬ 
ment plust First Raider Battalion, Third Marine Defense 
Battalion one third of AA elements 5th Defene Battalion 
3rd Balloon Barrage Squadron and 6 planes VMO 251. 
Transdivs 8, 10, 10. Task Forces 11, 16, 18 Anzac 
Squadron possibly also TF 16. Considered essential 
to hold rehearsals landing attack employing 1st Mardiv 
less 7th Regiment plus first Raider Battalion Task 
Forces 11 and 17 Australian Squadron and 5 DMS to be 
assigned. Estimate about six days starting 23 July 
required for 2 complete rehearsals 2nd one to include 
firing by ships aircraft and troops. Because of cen¬ 
tral position yet more retired from enemy observation 
add apparently better landing beaches recommend Fijis 
as site for rehearsals and departure point for expe¬ 
ditionary force. Dog these operations will be covered 
and supported by air from Australia and by VPB and 
Army air Sopac as previously indicated. Suggest 
scouting from Ndeni by 12 VPB beginning about Dog 
minus two and from east coast Malaita by similar 
number beginning on Dog Day. 

08 1012 COMSOWESPACFOR TO COMINCH CINCPAC COMSOPACFOR 


Handle with utmost secrecy. This for action Chief of 
Staff and Cominch from MacArthur and Ghormley. In¬ 
formation to Leary and Nimitz. This is the first of 
seven parts. Pursuant to the directive of the joint 
Chiefs of Staff contained in Cominch 022100 a con¬ 
ference has been held between General MacArthur and 
Vice Admiral Ghormley with regard to the execution of 
the offensive operation as therein directed. The plan 
of the operation in broad outline is as indicated 
below. Many details of execution and the timing of 
the phases may be modified materially after conference 
with the Amphibious Force and Carrier Force Commanders 
who have not yet arrived. Para Task One orthodox 
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08 1012 (Continued) 

landing attack by the Amphibious Force in the Tulagi 
Guadalcanal area stop the Southwest Pacific Force to 
support the operation by interdicting air and naval 
activities west of the operation area and by the 
participation of its naval elements Para tasks two and 
three are based upon two major concepts: Subpara A 
the progressive movement forward of air echelons in 
order to provide sufficient fighter and bomber coverage 
for surface elements Subpara B the isolation of Rabaul 
prior to its final assault. End of Part one. 

08 1014 Following is part two of seven parts. In execution of 
this concept Tasks Two and Three have been divided into 
five phases in which the timing may be modified to com¬ 
pensate for variation in the scheduled development of 
airfields and the availability of shipping phase 1: 

The capture of Lae and Salamaua in New Guinea and the 
airfield at Gasmata on New Britain. Prior to the 
initiation of this phase it is necessary to continue 
development in the P 0 rt Moresby area and to provide 
airfields at Milne Bay at the Southeastern tip of New 
Guinea and at Buna on the North Coast of New Guinea 
Northeast of Port Moresby in order to provide fighter 
coverage for the surface vessels carrying the attacking 
forces to Lae. Phase Two: The occupation of Cape 
Gloucester and Talahea on New Britain and of Madang 
on New Guinea, airdromes of those points to be put in 
operation with the least practicable delay. Phase 3: 

The capture of Lorengau on the west end of Buka Island 
In the Solomons stop phase four: The capture of Kavieng 
stop Phase five: The capture of Rabaul. End of part two. 

08 1015 Look out for part three. Adequate ground troops are 
available for the operation although but one division 
Is trained and equipped for landing attack and it is 
probable that losses normal to this type of operation 
will prevent Its employment throughout. Adequate ship¬ 
ping is lacking for the transport of the infantry 
divisions. Task one as now laid down requires the 
presence of AP'S, AK'S and supporting ships in the 
Tulagi Area from 36 hours to 4 days, where they will 
be outside the range of any supporting air base and 
exposed to continued hostile air surface and submarine 
attack stop The air force now in sight for the southwest 
Pacific Area is not adequate to interdict hostile air 
or naval operations against the Tulagi Area Stop the 
carrier task groups will be themselves exposed to attack 
by land based air while unprotected by our land based 
aviation and it Is extremely doubtful that they will be 
able to render fighter support to the transport area, 
expecially should hostile naval forces approach. End 
of part three.■ 
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08 1018 


08 1020 


08 1021 


Part 4. Surprise is now improbable due to the depth of 
the existing hostile reconnaissance. The successful 
execution of the phases of Tasks 2 and 3 will depend 
upon our ability to maintain air superiority. This is 
doubtful at the present time due to the numbers of 
reserve planes available and to the fact that the 
fighters are now operating under a distinct handicap 
because of their limitations as to altitude and range. 

It is anticipated that this condition will be progres¬ 
sively ameliorated as regards altitude as replacements 
arrive with equipment permitting of efficient operation 
at twenty to twenty five thousand feet. Part 4 ends. 

Part 5. During the last 3 weeks there has been a 
change in the enemy situation in the objective area 
which has been indicated in the operations reports 
submitted to the war department. The enemy has been 
and is making a major effort in the development of 
airfields at Kavieng Rabaul Lae Salamaua Kuka and 
Guadalcanal which will greatly facilitate the operation 
of its air elements throughout the area Stop it appears 
at the present time he is installing the heavy equipment 
for an air base on Guadalcanal recent reconnaissance 
having shown 4 cruisers, 6 to 8 destroyers, 4 transports, 
8 motor torpedo boats and numerous landing barges. 5 
landing jetties have been constructed and ground instal¬ 
lations have been initiated. Antiaricraft fire was 
encountered there by reconnaissance planes for the 
first time on July 7th. More to come. 

Part 6. It is the opinion of the two commanders CMA 
arrived at independently and confirmed after discussion 
CMA that the initiation of this operation at this time 
without a reasonable assurance of adequate air coverage 
during each phase would be attendent with the gravest 
risk as lias been thoroughly demonstrated by the Japanese 
reverses on the Coral Sea and at Midway. This is part 
six. The operation CMA one initiated CMA should be 
pushed through rapidly to its final conclusion CMA 
because a partial attack leaving Rabaul in the hands 
of the enemy enabling him to support by land based 
avaitlon the heavy concentrations that could be effected 
from the Truk area would expose the initial attacking 
elements to the danger of destruction by overwhelming 
force. End of part six. 

Last of 7 parts. It is our considered opinion that in 
view of the recently developed strength of the hostile 
positions CM of the shortage of airfields and airplanes 
for the continued maintenance of strong air support 
throughout the operation and of the lack of sufficient 
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09 0339 


09 0633 


(Continued) 

shipping that would make possible the continued move¬ 
ment of troops and supplies CM that the successful 
accomplishment of the operation is open to the gravest 
doubts Para It is recommended that this operation be 
deferred pending the further development of forces in 
the South Pacific and Southwest Pacific areas and in 
the interim we proceed with an infiltration process 
through the New Hebrides and the Santa Cruz Island 
groups CM in conjunction with accelerated air field 
construction in New Guinea, with a view to the develop¬ 
ment of bases for the support of the operation when it 
is deemed that adequate means are available for the 
execution of all 3 tasks in 1 continuous movement. 
Signed McArthur and Ghormley. 

CINCPAC TO CTP 0 INFO COMINCH 


Handle with utmost secrecy. General situation and 
prospective operations other theaters which will re¬ 
quire all our large carriers made advisable strong 
diversional attacks on Ki3ka and or Attu during July 
and August. Continuous pressure is desirable. No 
enemy carriers or other heavy units believed to be close 
enough Aleutians to give prompt support against hit and 
run bombardment attacks by our cruisers and destroyers 
coordinated if weather permits with our *rmy Navy air 
activities. V/eather unfavorable to our air participation 
is probably unfavorable to enemy air activity but may not 
prevent surface bombardments which appear practicable 
with low cloud ceiling. Enemy shore installations will 
be good objectives even if no combatant ships or shipping 
are present. Comment and' indicate ammunition replenish¬ 
ments required near future. Frequent aerial reconnais¬ 
sance and photography important and necessary. 

CINCPAC TO COMSOPAC INFO COMINCH 

Handle with utmost secrecy. This is brief my serial 
0151W now in airmail to you. You are hereby designated 
Task Force Commander for Task One Cominch 3 part 022100. 
You will exercise strategic command in person in the 
operating area which is interpreted initially to be the 
New Caledonia New Hebrides area. Para. Following Pac 
Fleet forces in additon those already under your command 
are assigned to you for Task One. Task Force 11 Vice 
Admiral Fletcher 1 CV 3 CA 1 DL 6 DD 4 APD. Task Force 
16 Read Admiral Kinkaid 1 CV 1 BB 2 CA 1 CL 1 DL 6 DD. 
Task Force 10 Rear Admiral Noyes 1 CV 3 CA 1 CL 8 DD. 
Marine Forces 2nd Marines reenforced 3rd Defense Bn 
VMSB 231 and 232 VMF 223 and 224 VMO 251. 5 AP 5 AK 
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09 0633 (Continued) 

4 AO 1 AE 1 AG 5 DMS 1 AT Salvage. Para, Commander 
Southwest Pacific will have available the AUSTRALIA 
CANBERRA CHICAGO HOBART plus Desron 4. You are 
authorized to apply directly to Supreme Commander 
Southwest Pacific Area for additional forces required. 

Para. With forces under your command you will commencing 
about August 1 seize and occupy Santa Crux Islands Tulagi 
and adjacent positions in order deny that ar.ea to Japan. 
Para. Logistic support for this operation will be pro¬ 
vided by Cincpac. The following arrangements have been 
made. Two fleet tankers Cimarron and Platte will accompany 
Task Force 11. KASKASKIA will proceed to South Pacific 
from Pearl about July 20. KANAWHA will fuel Task F orce 18 
then to Noumea. Chartered tankers with total 225,000 bbls 
fuel oil will arrive Noumea July 22 and again with same 
amount on August 2. It is expected that about 225,000 
bbls fuel oil per CV Task Force per month will be made 
available to you in New Caledonia area. Requirements 
for diesel fuel avgas and stores for Pacfleet Task Forces 
will be met as requested by you. Para. Communications 
will be generally in accordance Pac 70 modified as 
directed by you. Para. Cincpac will remain Subbase 
Pearl and may from time to time issue further instruc¬ 
tions in connection this operation. I have full confi¬ 
dence In your ability to carry this operation to success¬ 
ful conclusion. 

10 0145 COMALSEC TO CINCPAC INFO COMINCH 

This is CTF 8 reply to Cincpac 090339 Cincpac pass for 
information to Cominch. Have no comment additional to 
that contained in my 302100. My first objective will 
be ships and my second enemy Installations at Kiska. 

Latter mainly in valley the trend of which requires that 
bombardment fire be delivered from southward over hills 
to westward of south head in water of minable depth. 

Fire from eastward on ships in harbor would also be from 
mineable waters. Request four fast mine sweepers. Day 
of attack may be delayed by necessity of delaying final 
approach to await report of suitable visibility for 
accurate navigation fix required for indicrect fire. 

Request ammunition replenishment as follows 8 inch 1100 
rounds 6 inch 3600 rounds 5 Inch 3000 rounds. Will com¬ 
mand with flag in INDIANA OLIS Smith in NASHVILLE. 

' 10 0235 CINCPAC TO COMAIRSOPAC INFO COMSOPAC 

Mo3t secret. Present Indications 1 group 26 B-17's 
arrive Fantan Poppy area during July. So that logistic 

i plans can be made what division of these planes will 

—' you make between Fantan and Poopy. Expedite reply. 
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10 0546 


10 1143 


10 2118 


11 2000 


COMSOPAC TO SCM3WPACF0R INFO CINCPAC 


Handle as most secret. Do not Intend employ your sub¬ 
marines with this force for task one. Your 091717. 
Pass to CinC Sowespac area. Request you employ them 
in furtherance interdiction task assigned you during 
Task One. 

C0I1AIRS0PAC TO CINCPAC INFO COMSOPAC 

16 B-17’s Poppy. Your 100235. And 10 -Fantan as a 
desirable divison consonant with tactical division 
FO group. 

COMINCH TO COMSOPAC INFO CINCPAC 


Para 4 addressees are directed to itemize to joint 
Chiefs of Staff specific additional forces not now 
prospectively available but absolutely essential to 
the execution of Task 1. Para 5 while recognizing that 
other demands to meet the world situation may prevent 
the assembly of forces and equipment in the southwest 
Pacific for immediate execution of Tasks 2 and 3 it is 
desired that local efforts in preparation for these 
tasks be vigorously pushed, including detailed opera¬ 
tional planning para 6 participation in operations by 
British eastern fleet in northwest Australian area has 
been definitely postponed. Nimitz pas3 to Emmons and 
Leary pass to MacArthur. Comsopacfor advise if you 
hold higher crypto systems than this. Chief of Staff 
Army informed. 

COMSOPAC TO COMINCH INFO CINCPAC 


Considering present known disposition hostile forces 
consider means now prospectively available Sopac suf¬ 
ficient for accomplishment Task One provided Sowespac 
Area be furnished sufficient means for interdiction 
hostile aircraft activities based on New Britian-New 
Guinea Northern Solomons area. Refer Comsowespacfor 
081012 which in part quote the air force now in sight 
for the Southwest Pacific Area is not adequate to 
interdict hostile air or naval operations against the 
Tulagi area unquote. In this connection I wish to 
emphasize that the basic problem of this operation is 
the protection of surface 3hips against land based 
aircraft attack during the approach the landing attack 
and the unloading. By copy this despatch MacArthur 
is requested to answer that part of your inquiry 
relative to the additional means necessary to effect 
the required interdiction. 
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10 2100 COMINCH to C0MS0FA0 Info CINCPAC. COMGQWESPAC. 

The Joint Chiefs of Staff (Part 1 of 2) fully appreciate 
the disadvantage of undertaking Task One before adequate 
forces and equipment can be made available for the con¬ 
tinuance without interruption of Tasks Two and Three. 

This refers to your 081012 para two they feel however 
that it is necessary to stop without delay the enemys 
southward advance that would be effected by his firm es¬ 
tablishment at TULAGI. They recognize that enemy air¬ 
fields at GUADALCANAL will seriously hamper if not pre¬ 
vent our establishment SANTA CRUZ and ESPIRITU SANTO. 

With these and other considerations in mind they do not 
desire to countermand operations already underway for the 
execution of Task One. Para, three. Cincpac has already 
made preparation to provide additional shipborne aircraft 
and additional surface forces -for Task One. Army has set 
up at Hawaii available for South Pacific area one heavy 
bombardment group of 35 nlanes. Army also plans to in¬ 
crease rate of flow of replacement aircraft and will take 
all followup measures possible in supnort of the seizure 
and firm occupation of the Tulagi area. 

10 2118 Part 2 of above. To be decoded by addressees only. Part 






2 of my 102100. Para 4. Addressees are directed to 
itemize to Joint Chiefs of Staff specific additional forces 
not now prospectively available but absolutely essential to 
the execution of Task 1. Para. 5. While recognizing that 
other demands to meet the world situation may prevent the 
assembly of forces and equipment in the Southwest Pacific 
for immediate execution of Tasks 2 and 3 it is desired that 
local efforts in preparation for these tasks be vigorously 
pushed, including detailed operational planning. Para. 6. 
Participation in operations by British Eastern Fleet in 
northwest Australian area has been definitely postponed. 
Nimitz pass to Emmons and Leary pass to MacArthur. Com- 
sopacfor advise if you hold higher crypto systems than 
this. Chief of Staff Army informed. 


F 
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11 0045 COMSQPAC to Cincpac. Comsowestpac, Info MacArthur. 

Most secret action to Cincpac, Cornsowestpac. Latter 
to hand to MacArthur. While afloat near future will be 
compelled lean heavily on intelligence reports from you 
as my intelligence unit will be divided. Renuest 
every effort be made keep me fully aware all items 
that will sustain steady flow vital information. Reports 
should be sent to both tactical and administrative head¬ 
quarters. 

11 1800 EMMONS to WDCSA Info CINCPAC. 






W 




Cincpac directs transfer of 26 B-17 airplanes from 
HAWAII (16 to POPPY, 10 to FANTAN) with all necessary 
equipment and ground personnel stop to report to 
Comsopac for duty upon arrival at destination. Advance 
personnel leaving today and movement to be completed 
by 28th July. HDGCS this force will be gone at least 
2 months and may not return. This reduces bomber strength 
in HAWAII to about 50 percent of authorized strength. 
Cincpac concurs in urgent request for early replacement 
in HA'WAII of these airplanes, combat crews, ground per¬ 
sonnel and equipment as follows: HQ and HQ Sqdn (hvy) 

9 officers, 5 warrant officers, 128 men; 3 Bomb Sqdns 
(Hvy) 111 officers, 3 warrant officers, 687 men; detach¬ 
ment ordnance company aviation 4 officers, 122 men; atchd 
medical 4 officers 24 men, detachment material Sqdn 20 men. 
All above units with complete T/BA equipment. Cincpac 
also renuests frequent diversionary air attacks on BERRY 
and that a full squadron of bombers using alternate crews 
to permit maximum use of equipment be employed for the 
purpose as soon as they can be obtained. LB-30 or B-24 
are suitable type airplanes. 3 LB-30's on hand. For this 
mission request at least 6 additional LB-30’s or B-24 
airplanes with 12 combat crews to arrive here not later 
than July 21st. This message held in highest secret 
classification. 

12 0105 CINCPAC to C0MAIRS0PAC. Info COMINCH. COMSOPAC. 

Cominch 102100 B-17s will be increased to 35. Plan send 
about 1000 men Army ground crews 1500 tons freight no 
bombs or fuel in PRESIDENT TYLER leaving PEARL about 
22 July. ARG0NNS has about 100 men 50 tons freight same 
purpose. Advise destinations you desire for aircraft 
ground crews freight. Do you expect operate any these 
B17s from ESPIRITU SANTO and from AUSTRALIA staging at 
MORESBY? 
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13 0621 GENERAL PATCH to CINCPAC Info C0MS0PAC. 


Because of possible projected operation from this area 
question of complete censorship over Free Freench Govern¬ 
ment arises. I cannot guarantee either the loyalty or 
judgment of their operators. Consequently it becomes a 
military necessity for me to completely control their radio 
station. This will deny Free communication from the French 
authorities here including Admiral Dargenlieu with General 
DeGaulle and all other French possessions. Such action 
may violate an international agreement. If I am authorized 
to take such action 2 alternatives are open to Free French 
authorities, first, completely close their station for the 
desired period or periods, during which time they could 
use either the British system or ours, and second, turn 
over their code to us and we will transmit such messages 
as they desire which have no military value to the enemy. 
Recommend authority to impose this be secured from Washing¬ 
ton or such authority as may be empowered to give it. 
Comairsoupac concurs. 

13 0021 COMAIRSOPAC to CINCPAC Info C0MS0PACF0E. 


Treat as most secret. On the assumption 4 squadrons in¬ 
volved your 120105 reouest 1 to FANTAN 1, 2 to POPPY and 
1 to ROSES with proportionate distribution of stores and 
personnel. Request analysis of equipment and stores in 
order make specific changes in allocation if desirable 
also analysis of officer personnel included. Desire 
operate Koumac ROSES, and 3UTT0N when ready. Consider 
operation from MORESBY not advantageous initial stages. 
Urgently reauest 16 these planes at POPPY immediately. 
Sufficient ground service available for limited period. 

13 0414 C0MS0PAC to CINCPAC Info COMINCH. C0MS0WESPAC. MACARTHUR. 

Cominch 022100 in part quote Array occupational forces now 
in the South Pacific Area to be utilized to garrison 
TULAGI and adjacent island positions unquote. In addition 
to Marine defense battalion units now planned estimate 
minimum required garrison as reinforced regiment. Such 
Array force lacking and available only in FANTAN and POPPY. 
Most inadvisable weaken either place until possibility of 
hostile counter offensive definitely past. Furthermore 
at present plan to later garrison SANTA CRUZ from present 
POPPY garrison relieving Second Marines for other duty. 
Cominch 012100 in part quote Army also plans to increase 
rate of flow replacement aircraft and will take all follow 
up measures possible in support of the seizure and a firm 
occupation of the TULAGI area unquote. Does this mean 


618 







TXlswTujjT 


JULY (GOT) 

13 0414 (Continued) 

garrison troops for SANTA CRUZ dash TULAGI dash GUADAL¬ 
CANAL question. If not reouest I be given authority to 
take matter up, at the proper time, with NEW ZEALAND 
authorities with view securing suitable garrison force from 
NEW ZEALAND. Leary pass to MacArthur. 

14 0510 CTF 18 to CINCPAC. 

Station in heading pass to Cincpac for action. Utmost 
secrecy. This from Comtaskforce 18. WASP casualty to 
starboard high pressure turbine evidenced by loud scraping 
noise even at lowest speeds. Impossible determine condi¬ 
tions without lifting casing which is being done making 
good maximum of 15 knots with oort engine. If found nec¬ 
essary lift rotor for repairs prooose send WASP into 
BLEACHER as we pass where estimate 4 days work by ships 
force assisted by WHITNEY. This based on assumption 
Fletcher can meet my convoy earlier than now planned. Air 
coverage by WAS? now entirely dependent upon favorable 
wind conditions. Weather follows. 55682511. 

15 0137 CINCPAC to COMINCH Info COMSOUPAC. 

Handle as most secret. Comsoupac 130414 should be con¬ 
sidered in connection my 130211. Request comment whether 
Army quote follow up measures unquote includes providing 
troops from U.S. to garrison SANTA CRUZ dash TULAGI dash 
GUADALCANAL areas. I consider AA recommended my 130211 is 
minimum essential from U.S. and additional two reinforced 
regiments desirable. In any event desire authorize Ghormley 
subject your approval to lay ground work now with NEW 
ZEALAND authorities for sending their forces northward to 
garrison bases when threat to NEW ZEALAND is lessened. 

14 2226 COMINCH to C0MS0PAC Info CINCPAC CHIEF OF STAFF ARMY. 


Army does not intend to provide garrison troops from 
United States for SANTA CRUZ, TULAGI, GUADALCANAL. Their 
interpretation quote to take all follow up measures pos¬ 
sible in support of the seizure and firm occupation of 
the TULAGI area unquote is release of Army occupational 
forces in rear positions of South Pacific area for gar¬ 
risons in forward positions. This in reply to your 130414. 
As regards use of NEW ZEALAND troops am of opinion proposal 
would reopen FIJI discussion. If you believe you can 
handle without upsetting arrangements made you are author- 
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14 2226 (Continued) 



ized to take up at the proper time the use of NEW ZEALAND 
troops for garrison forces in advanced position. Army 
is dispatching from U.S. comcat units previously authorized 
as follows: For FIJI 20 July 1 FA 3att 1 CA Batt 1 Inf Rgt 
less 1 Bn, for NEW CALEDONIA 20 July 1 Cav Rgt less 
animals plus air corps fillers and minor miscellaneous 
troops each place. 

16 0612 C0MS0PAC to CINCPAC and others concerned. 


This despatch must be handled with utmost secrecy. 

Comsopac originator. Action is to Cincpac Info to Cominch, 
Comsowespacfor (pass to MacArthur), Comamphibforsopac, 
Comtaskfor 11, 16, 18. If you are not an addressee break 
no further. Cincpac 090633. On account delay arrival 
transports L0NG30W and delays due to weather in unloading 
and reloading August 7th local date tentatively set as 
Dog Day. Rehearsal exercises in FANTAN area now scheduled 
commencing 27 July local date. Comamphibforsopac has 
for info. 

15 2015 CINCPAC to COM 14 Info CG MARFORCES 14 ND. ZEILIN. BETELGUESE . 

Handle as most secret. Refer mydis 010159. Direct 3d DefBn 
combat load equipment and personnel fof distant service in 
ZEILIN and BETELGUESE as soon as practicable after arrival. 
Expedite loading on 24 hour basis and advise prospective 
completion. 

17 0602 COMSOPAC TO TF11. 16. 18. 44. C0MAIRS0PAC. COMAMPHIBFORSOPAC 
Part 1 

Handle as most secret. SoPac Operation Plan 1-42 being 
distributed, briefed as follows: Task Organization (A) 

Task Force 61 (Expeditionary Force) Vice Admiral Fletcher 
composed of combined Task Forces 11, 16, 18, 41 and 62 
(AmPhibForSoPac) (B) Task Force 63 Rear Admiral McCain 
composed of land based aircraft and patrol planes of SoPac 
area. Paragraph 1: CinCSoWesPac Area will interdict 
westward of operating area. Air Scouting by SoWesPac forces 
as arranged with Comtaskfor 63. Own submarines in vicinity 
RABAUL and TRUK. 
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17 0615 COMSOPAC to TF 11. 16. 18. 44. COMAIRSOPAC. COMAMPHIBFORSOPA( 
Part 2 

• Utmost Secret. Paragraph 2. This force will seize occupy 
defend successively TULAGI area and SANTA CRUZ. Operation 
in 3 phases: Phase one: Rehearsal of TULAGI attack in 
FIJI area beginning about 27 July. Phase two: Seizure 
TULAGI area on DOG Day. Phase Seizure NDENI. 

Paragraph 3: (A) Task Force 61 - Phase 1 conduct rehearsals 

Phase 2 - Capture occupy TULAGI area and adjoining portion 
GUADALCANAL. Construct landing field. Defend until 
relieved. Phase 3 - Occupy and defend NDENI. Construct 
landing field. Paragraph 3 : (B) Task Force 63 - Phase 1 - 
Continue scouting. Phase 2 - Cover approach to and 
operations in TULAGI area by scouting. Execute air attacks. 
Render aircraft supnort on call. Initiate patrol plane 
scouting from NDENI by DOG minus 2 Day and from MALAITA 
on DOG Day. 

17 0625 COMSOPAC to TF 11. 16. 18. 44. COMAIRSOPAC, COMAMPHIBFORSOPAf 

FarVT '--- -- 

trtmost secret. ComTaskFor 63 arrange with Supreme Commander 
SoV/esPac Area relative coordination aircraft scouting. 
Paragraph 3 xray - Conference will be arranged by SoPac 
between interested commanders this force on coordination 
air activities. DOG Day tentatively August 7 will be 
promulgated by despatch. Bombing by our units of all 
submarines interdicted west of Longitude 155 East. 

Paragraph 4 - Logistic arrangements promulgated in 
written plan. Paragraph 5 - Use zone zero time. Maintain 
radio silence during phase one. Communications according 
to PAC-70. ComSoPac initially at FULCRUM moves to 
ARGONNE at WHITE POPPY about dog minus 5 day. LEARY pass 
to MacArthur. 

18 0558 COMSOPAC to COMTASKFOR 11 info COMINCH. CINCPAC. ETC . 

To be handled with utmost secrecy. After passing South 
of Latitude 20 degrees operate in general area within 
radius of 250 miles from Point HYPO 26. At first 
favorable opportunity contact Noyes and Kinkaid and 
assume command of Task Forces 11, 16 and 18 and inform 
me of prospective movements via shore based radio. I 
will inform you later of projected movements Task Forces 
44 and 62 and arrangements for their rendezvous with you. 
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18 0035 CQMSOPAC to PATCH. 00 1ST RAIDER BN. COMAIRSOPAC. ETC . 

Handle this as most secret. Sent by ComSoPac for action 
to ComAirSoPac. ComTransDiv 12 ComAirSoPac pass to 
Patch and to C.O. 1st Raider Battalion. CinCPac and 
ComAmphibforSoPac are info addressees. Modify my 150439'* 
TransDiv 12 embark striking element 1st Raider Battalion 
on readiness to sail by 2000 GOT 23 July on orders to be 
issued later. 

16 0400 COMSOPAC TO CINCPAC INFO COMINCH, ETC . 

Handle as utmost secret. PICADOR plan received mail today. 
CinCPac 150251. Intend to employ 7th Marines my 140245 
only in case of necessity. Uncertainty hostile reaction 
to pending operation dictates wisdom preparing most 
available effective force in my area for possible emergency 
use. Will release from standby orders as soon as situation 
permits. 


18 2106 COMINCH TO COMALSEC info CINCPAC. C0MTASKF0R 8. ETC . 

Army has under consideration recommendation by General 
Dewitt to establish land based airfield on TANAGA Island 
in immediate future. In this connection desire your 
comment. Also desire information as to contemplated 
operations of Task Force 8 in Western ALEUTIANS. 

18 2230 C0MTASKF0R 18 to COMSOPAC info CINCPAC. CTF 11. 16 . 


Handle with utmost secrecy. Arrived BLEACHER last night 
except 3 destroyers still outside but in touch. This 
morning winds gale force maximum at 1800 GCT 67 knots 
from East Southeast barometer 2971 now moderated but am 
atill standing by. No damage my force or other ships 
present except latter lost several small boats. No report 
yet from ashore. Carrier prior entry completed removal 
first 2 rows damaged impulse blading. Rotor has been 
lifted and replaced plant being reassembled. Plan to 
fuel transports as soon as tankers arrive. Here are 
weather numbers 466834514 

19 1034 C0MS0WESPACF0R to COMSOPAC info CINCPAC. CTF 61.62.63. 

The following plan of air operation will be executed in 
support Task 1 Macarthur to Ghormley. Prior to DOG minus 
5 existing 48 hour aerial surveillance will continue over 
area PORT M0RESBY-L0RENGAU-KAVIENG-BUKA-0NGT0NG JAVA- 
TULAGI-SAMUMAI stop Thereafter all aircraft operations 

(continued on next page) 
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19 1034 C0MS0WESPACF0R TO COMSOPAC (Continued ) 


of the Southwest Pacific Area will be prohibited eastward 
of 158 degrees 15 minutes East Longitude between the 
Equator and 15 degrees South Latitude unless missions 
are requested by you. Starting DOG minus 5 following 
support will be given: DOG minus 5 to DOG plus 4 daily 
reconnaissances areaPORT MORESBY-MADANG-KAVTENG-ONGTONG 
JAVA-POINT PRASLIN (NORTHWEST OF YSABEL ISLAND)-EASTERN¬ 
MOST POINT NEW GEORGIA ISLAND-TAGULA ISLAND, aviation 
will be prepared to strike hostile naval targets 
discovered in this area within 550 mile range PORT MORESBY 
during same period, morning DOG Day to DOG plus four days 
interdict hostile air operations in area RABAUL-KAVIENG 
and deny hostile refueling operations from BUKA island 
if used; DOG to DOG plus four days shorter range aviation 
to attack LAE and SALAMAUA periodically to prevent 
reenforcement to RABAUL from that area. Will advise if 
current development MILNE BAY permits of extended range 
bomber operations. All available aviation in this area 
subject to actual limitations of range will operate in 
your support on request to CinCSoWesPac. Your comment 
or concurrence requested. Naval support will be given 
as previously arranged. Suggest you send courier to my 
headquarters BRISBANE with detailed plan of operations 
to arrive by DOG minus 5. Further details relative 
communication plan will follow. 


20 0100 COMSOPAC to CINCPAC info COMINCH 

Handle as most secret. Antiaircraft units at BORABORA 
and TONGATABU barely sufficient for partial protection 
against raids. Cominch 172026 CinCPac 182217. consider 
it most inadvisable weaken them now. Intend employing 
marine defense battalions in seized areas until new 
Army units arrive for this purpose or until the need 
for antiaircraft protection present bases definitely 
lessens. 

20 0130 COMAMPHIBFORSOPAC to CTF 11 info COMSOPAC, COMAIRSOPAC 

Of 2 secret parts this is the first and not to be 
deciphered except by adees. From ComAmphibforSoPac to 
ComTaskfor 11 info ComSoPac and ComAirSoPac. Plan 
sortie 8 hours Mike (minus 12) 22 July arrive rendezvous 
with Transdiv 12 CinCPac grid posit HYPO 2057 time 14 
hours Mike 26 July. Paragraph. 

(continued on next page) 
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20 0130 COMAMPHIBFORSOPAC to CTF 11 (Continued ) 


Reco.nmend Taskfors 11 and 18 and Transdiv 2 rendezvous 
this force same place and time in order permit con¬ 
ference and distribution plans for rehearsals proposed 
to begin 28 July North and West Coasts K0R0 Island. 

20 0135 SAME AS ABOVE (Part 2) 

Stop deciphering unless an adee. Second part of two 
secrets to ComTaskfor 11 info ComSoPac and ComAirSoPac 
from ComAmphibForSoPac. Following task organization 
pronosed for attack force AFIRM Transport group XRAY 
10 Afirm Prep 6 Afirm King SaKBR Transport group YOKE 
3 Afirm Prep 4 Afirm Prep Dog CAST Fire Support group 
LOVE 3 Cast Afirm 4 Dog Dog 6 Victor Option Sail 
seaplanes DOC 1 SAN JUAN 2 Dog Dog EASY Mine Sweeper 
group 5 Dog Mike Sail FOX Air Support group 1 Victor 
Fox 3 Victor Sail Baker squadrons with 1 additional 
squadron each type first 2 hours of DOC Day GEORCE 
Screening group 3 Cast Afirm 8 Dog Dog 2 Victor Fox 
squadrons 8 Victor Option Sail seaplanes HYPO Landing 
Force troops plus 10 Victor Option Sajil seaplanes. 
Paragraph. 

It would be understood approximately half of avai lable 
aircraft would be in transport area continuously during 
daylight. Paragraph. 

Recommend one aircraft control group from carriers be 
transferred to McCawley for voice direction of air 
support group and 1 similar group be sent flagship 
screen to direct fighter cover. Paragraph. 

Consider most desirable all vessels of attack force 
be Unit Sail ships, paragraph. 

ComSoPac has directed strict radio silence be preserved 
during rehearsals. Paragraph. 

As soon as you can answer by radio request decision on 
foregoing, names of vessels assigned and names of group 
commanders not in this command. 

19 2310 COMAMPHIBFORSOPAC to CURTISS info COMSOPAC, CINCPAC 

Especially secret is this from ComAmphibForSoPac info 
ComSoPac ComAirSoPac pass by hand for action to Com 
Transdiv 12. Your 172307 ComSoPac 180510 embark assault 
echelon first Raider Bn. ready in all resoects for day 
or night landing in rubber boats against strong opposition. 
Rendezvous with this force which is escorted by Task Force 
44 at CinCPac grid position HYPO 2058 time 14 hours Mike 
26 July. Expect rehearse at K0R0 Island beginning 28th. 
Have remainder Battalion ready to embark on short notice 
if ship becomes available. Guard 2562 primary 369 
secondary frequency enroute rendezvous. 624 
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. 'S' , 25 1025 C.T.F. 0 TO CINCPaC INFO GOIIINOH 

Persistent dense fog has continued and is predicted for 
x7hole area including objective to last until July 27th 
makes that day first probable bombardment day. Will move 
east to fuel and return to approach area to U3e first 
satisfactory day for operation. Gincpac deliver to Cominch 
for info. 

26 0329 CINCPAC TO COMINCH 

Boise departed Pearl today to raid enemy sampan patrol line 
reported 5 to 800 mile3 cast of HONSHU to create impression 
BLUB striking force enroute Empire Waters. Hope for contact 
about 750 miles due east TOKYO oh Ahgust 15th local date. 
Cruiser will retire toward Pearl at high .speed 15 hours after 
first contact. Para. 

IIo word yet from Theobald. Pacific ocean area generally 
quiet . 



19 0737 C Ol-AIB SOPAG TO COU SOTJPACFPR IN '0 CZNCPa C 

During forth coning operations intend placing CURTISS in 
5egond channel at BUTTON. To afford all practicable AS 
protection re quest consideration be given to mining such 
entrances as may be considered practicable. Expect this harb¬ 
or to assume increasing Importance as matters progress. This 
Is most secret. 

20 1300 COHSOPAC TO CTF 11,16,18,44, COHAirPIIlBFORSPPAC ,COMAIRSOPAC, 

Ihfo COEINC ir, ~CINCF;.C , CO I' SWHSPivCFOR . 



Handle as most secret. Comsopac sends action to ComTaskForces 
11,16,18,44, ComAnphlbPorSoPac, ComAirSoPac and for info to 
Cominch, ClncPac, and ComSWesPacPor. Ilodlfy ConSoPac 
operation plan 1-40-2 para 3B phase 2 to read as follows " 
"Cover the approach to, and the operation within, the 
TULAGI-GUADALCANAL area by search. Execute air attacks on 
enemy objectives ns arranged with commander expeditionary 
force. Render aircraft support on call. Initiate patrol 
plane scouting from NDEHI about dog minus 1 day and from 
east coast MALAITA about dog plus 1 day". Hake correspond¬ 
ing cliange in ConSoPac 170602. Leary pas3 to Mac Arthur. 
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21 0002 CTF 10 to COHSOPAC Info CIFCPaC, CTF 11 . 

Maintain hight secrecy. ?or info to ConTaslcFor 11 and Cincpac 
(delivery by IIP?!) Action to ComSoPac fron CTF 18. 

Satisfactory tralal underway completed by WASP making turns 
for 27 knots. Estimate maximum actual speed at present 
displacement in water about 70 degrees same as before casualty 
namely 25 knots but with decreased reliability. Recommend 
available replacement blading be sent PEARL and all three 
row3 impulse blading replaced first available opportunity 
after employment now started. These numbers''. 53803417. 
are weather. 

21 0020 OTP 11 TO CPMSOPAC in f o CT F 16,18,62,44. COIIAIRSOPAC . 

Untmost secrecy. Will assemble task forces 11, 16,18, & 62 
at 14 hours mike (minus 12) 26 July at CINCPAC GRID po 3 it 
2057. Will hold conference in SARATOGA at earliest 
opportunity after rendezvous. Fron TasForce 11. After 
rendezvous shall proceed to vicinity FAIITAN for phase one. 
Consider It highly important confer with ItcCAIN and your 
representative earlist practicable date. 

21 1106 COMTASKPOR 10 TO CONGOPAC info CINCPAC. CONTASKFOR 11. 16. 

CO! M,RP! :IBF0R30PAC. - 

High secrecy. WASP repairs successful. Task Force 18 ready 
for sea. Transports fueled. Rout marching troops ashore 
as practicable for acclimatization. Your Opplan 1-42 received 
delivered Fletcher by air holding for Kinkaid. No copies 
for transports or marines. Furnishing Cre3ent City 1 copy 
with authority to reproduce. Scott will conduct gun practice 
tomorrow for my crtiis^rs and destroyers against barren island 
simulating Naval gunfire support of landing with air spot. 

I will fly aboard local thursday forenoon for conference with 
Fletcher. My understanding that references to task force 18 
no longer Include transports. 


23 0250 CPMSOPAC TO C0M50 /ESPAC info CTF 6 1 .62,65, C lnCPac . 

Handle as most secret. ComSoWesPac pass to MacArthur. 

Unless addressed do not decode beyond here, So pac plans 
for air search follow: Beginning dog minus 2 day SoPac 
search disposed as to Isolate Coral Sea east of Long 158 from 
enemy interference without detection and to cover target area 
to northward as far a3 range of aircraft permits, this 
coverage increasing in extent aa 3couts move to successive 
advance bases. Suggest SoV/eStPac aircraft beginning dog 
minus 2 day cover approaches to Coral Sea and target area 
by search v/est of 158 east Lor -. to maximum extent number 
and range of available scouts permit. For Increased b£0 
effectiveness SoPac scouted area will overlap an average of 
120 miles West of tut Lon. 0- , Copies' of ottr final air search 












July (ACT) 



plan v/iil be forwarded latter. Subject to above we concur 
your plan as ontaincd ConSo’.7e3Pac 192034. 


COMSOPAC to CTP Cl, Info COMSY/PACMOR, CINCPAC. CTP G3.62. 
MACARTUTJR . -- 

Most secret. This from ComSoPac. There are indications that 
enemy will commence some operations on 29th July from New 
Britain area. Request you consideration early termination 
phase one and commence phase Two my operation plan 1-42. 
Advise.- Leary pas3 to MacArthur. 


20 0201 ' CTP 61 to COMSOPAC EOR info CTP 62. 05. CINCAPC . 


This is most secret. Comsopac 272211. Irrespective of value 
exercise of phase one this force will be short estimated more 
than 50,000 barrels fuel after emptying PLATT & CIMARRON on 
31 July. I consider it imperative that ships depart area 
PANTAN fully fueled and that they bo topped off onrouto from 
KASKA3KIA and CIMARRON. CTP G2 comment to ComSoPacPor and 
originator CTP 61. 


20 0539 COI.IAIRSOPAC TO CIHCPAC 

C INC?AC TO COHGBINIAWDEPT. 


Treat a 3 most secret. Cincpac pass to ComGen TIawDept. Re¬ 
quest 10 radio compartment gasoline tunk3 be shipped by air 
at earliest possible date to 11th bombardment group POPPY. 
Accomplishment of l3t phase of mission hinges on delivery 
by LB-30 or B-24. Everest to Ramon. 



20 1440 COI.IAIRSOPAC TO CINCPAC info COMSOPAC. 


Most secret. As utility field at BUTTON for B-17 prior*D day 
coming operations still in doubt and as range those planes 
with out radio compartment tanks insufficient for bombing 
operationsfrom ROSES and POPPY request urgency natter 
contained my 280539 be recommended to ConOen Nav/Dept. 



It is most important that attacks your 170602 and 201300 be 
not delayed beyond August 7th and tliat this date be antici¬ 
pated If possible In order that enemy may not be given time 
to perfect installations now under construction in objective 
areas for U3e against us. 
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29 0041 COMAIRSOPAC TO COMSOPAC, Info CINCPAC, COMOUN ilAV/DKPT . 




Most Secret. Large 3cale bombing operations against TULAGI 
- GUADALCANAL planned for 31st in conference in SARATOGA 
must await arrival and instillation additional gas tank in 
10 B17's or completion BUTTON field. Will attack as planned 
that date with a3 many these planes now so equipped - about 
9. CinCpac pass to ComOen HawDept. 

29 0857 C TF Cl to CTF GO info COMSOPAC, CTF 62. 18 . 

Utmost secret. Your operation plan 1-42. Assume on dog minus 
1 day planes searching 3octor3 5 and 5 will arrive outer 
limit search at 3unset searching return leg by radar. Note 
that enemy striking group could approach undected to launch 
air attack sunrise dog day by being to Northwest of sector 5 
and north of sector 3 at s\m3et dog minus 2 day dog minus 1 
day. On dog day suggest planes searching sectors 2 and 4 be 
abreast TULAGI by sunrise. 


29 2335 


COMSOPAC TO COHINCY. 


inf o MACaRT-IUR .CINCPAC .COMSV/PACFOR. 


This to bo handled most secret. Gomsopac 3nnds. Leary pas3 
to MacArthur for info. Your 231G30 every effort has been made 
and is being made to comply for roason3 you have indicated. 
See replies from Fletcher and Turner to my 272211 which were 
passed zo you. 


3° 0020 CTF 63 TO CTF Cl info CTF 10,62, COMSOPAC . 

From ConTaskFor 63. If weather forecast indicates favorable 
navigation conditions will comply your 290857 as regards 
sectors 3 and 5 dog minus one. Otherwise daylight search will 
be made. On dig day will comply regarding sectors 2 and 4. 


30 1601 COMINCH TO CINCPAC . COMSOPAC, GOUSCN/BSPACFOR . 

This dispatch must be handled with utmost secrecy. If you 
are not an addressee break no further. The British Eastern 
Fleet will create an aversion in Bay of Bengal Code name STAB 
in accord following plan. All times Greenwich mean time. 
Three con,voy3 with local escort will sail at 0400 Aurus't 1st 
in direction ANDAMANS. Force V from 7IEA0APATAJ.I. Force 
M from MADRAS. Force T from TRINCOMALUN. Convoys will 
reverse course at 1700 August 1st and return to port *before 
sunset August 2d. A covering force Afim composition 
probably fast 1 BB or 2 CV’s, crui3er3 and Destroyers will . 
sail from COLOMBO 0400 July 31 to cover the eastwards forces 
T and M during August 1 and 2. V/irele33 diversion code 
name SPARKS maybe carried out to simulate breakdown in force 
Mike followed by CINCPAC cancelling operation. Force 
Afim will act As circumstances dictate probably arriving 
COLOMBO August 4. Leary pass to MacArthur. G28 










JTJL GOT ^ CINCPAC TO COMINCH 

30 0235 ^Recent photo reconnaissance Makin Gilbert Islands does 
not disclose definite enemy activity. Nevertheless 
plan to raid that island with marine raiders from sub¬ 
marines about August 17 to destroy possible fuel stores 
and installations. Para. No further word from Theobald 
not already reported. 

29 1920 C0MTASKF0R 8 TO CINCPAC 


Based on prediction of good visibility there in late 
afternoon decided to approach Kiska 127th. At 30 
miles from objective 2 hours before dark was com¬ 
pelled by thick fog to turn back despite prior en¬ 
couraging weather indications. On second 90 degree 
turn LAMBERTON apparently turned prematurely rammed 
CHANDLER. MONAGHAN on own initiative left station to 
investigate collision rammed LONG. No vessel is 
dangerously damaged but all need repair. 3 mine¬ 
sweepers reported able to continue operations. MONAGHAN 
damage to bow limits that vessel to 20 knots. Damaged 
vessels sent to Dutch Harbor. Further report 
on them later. 1 sweeper available. Delay have 
caused disruption of air support plan due inability 
to issue necessary orders. Have operated in fog for 
10 days. Few and widely spaced contacts with own 
planes during rare periods of slightly improved visi¬ 
bility have permitted only small percentage of required 
orders. In view of these factors and prediction of 
further protract period of adverse weather must with¬ 
draw to reestablish plans, 'filth necessary modifications 
to operation plan greatly gravated by visibility in 
this area am now convinced that officer directing oper¬ 
ations involving widely separated forces must control 
from base where essential coordinating orders may be 
issued. Accordingly am returning flag ashore Kodiak. 
Will advise further plans at earliest possible time. 

Cinepac pass to Cominch. 


31 2145 CINCPAC TO CTF8 

Utmost secret. Appreciate difficulties engendered by 
weather but consider important that your superior* 
surface power be employed if feasible. As indications 
continue enemy surface and air forces in northern area 
are weak believe bold operations would be successful. 
Exploration of all means of utilizing weather to our 
advantage is indicated. Doubt if indirect bombardment 
would ever be particularly effective. Due danger their 
own forces under difficult navigational conditions 
question enemy employment mines. Suggest for considers 
tion direct bombardment Kiska or radar sweep with 
cruisers along communication lines Kiska and Attu 
toward homeland or both. Ghormley's D-Day is 7th and 
diversionary effect your operations will be important. 
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31 2145 GINCPAC to COMTASKFOR 8 info COMINCH 

: 

Utmost secret. Appreciate difficulties engendered by 
weather but consider important that your superior 
surface power be employed if feasible. As indications 
continue enemy surface and air forces in northern area 
are weak believe bold operations would be successful. 
Exploration of all means of utilizing weather to our 
advantage is indicated. Doubt if indirect bombardment 
would ever be particularly effective. Due. danger their 
own forces under difficult navigational conditions 
question enemy employment mines. Suggest for considera¬ 
tion direct bombardment KISKA or Radar sweep with 
cruisers along communication lines KISKA and ATTU toward 
homeland or both. Ghormley’s D-Day is 7th and diver¬ 
sionary effect your operations will be important. 


AUGUST (GOT) 

01 0301 COMTASKFOR 8 to CINCPAC info COMINCH 


Consider adherence to KISKA bombardment best possible 
employment of this force. This is Part 1, 2 more parts 
to follow. For purpose set forth in your 312145 Com- 
TaskForce 8 sends to CinCPac and Cominch as stated. 

Raiding lines of communication used only intermittently 
and in dense fog easy to attempt but practically sure 
of barren results. No more assured chance of fog free 
attack on ATTU than on KISKA with less chance of efficient 
weather prediction due to lack of observation of weather 
to westward. 


01 0523 





This is the second part of my 010301 from ComTaskFor 8. 
Believe KISKA only important enemy position in area at 
present . Topography of island restricts bombardment to 
2 areas one to South other to East. Believe my plan 
bombarding from South by far the best. Bombardment from 
Eastward requires a direct fire on main camp West of 
North head and on main ship anchorages also hidden by 
North head. Only 2 secondary targets North Head and new 
camp in Southern end of harbor can be bombarded by direct 
fire from Eastward. Enemy shipping to KISKA observed 
rounding SEGULA Island Indicating possibility of waters 
between KISKA and MCARTHUR REEF now mined against our 
submarines action however our submarine report there are 
no mines near approaches to KISKA. Bombardment from South 
best from all angles and believe bombardment plan will 
produce decidedly effective results. Consider possibility 
of mines in this area less likely. Intend increasing 

bombardment range of heavy cruisers are outside hundred 
fathom curve most of bombardment. Will use available p p 
sweepip ahead of light cruisers in middle land. boU 










AUGUST 


(?0T) 


01 0353 COMTASKFOR 8 to CINCPAC Info COMINCH 
Part 5 of ConTa3kFor 8 010301 

Utmost secret . Am modifying air support plan to insure 
excellent weather service and to assure daily repetion 
of operations until main body reports bombardment com¬ 
pleted. Section three/and last of Comtaskforce Eight’s 
010301. New plan is believed to meet most of diffi¬ 
culties so far encountered. Experience indicates not 
enemy action but weather and delay caused thereby and 
lack of coordinating control were main obstacles. Fog 
persists about eighty percent of time in objective area 
during July and August. Last clear day was July 20. 

Fog in approaches lifts over land so that harbor is at 
times clear when visibility off shore is quarter mile 
or less. Will expedite next effort to maximum possible. 
Expect to initiate move within 48 hours. 


02 0237 CINCPAC to COMINCH 


Most secret . Assume carrier group your 011550 refers 
to carrier task force. Until situation in Southwest and 
enemy intentions particularly his carrier fleet are 
clearer I feel unable to commit the additional force to 
the ALEUTIANS. In addition am reluctant to operate a 
Cast Victor in such bad. weather area for any purpose. 

My 290525 June and 230327 July. AVG COPAHEE will be 
assigned Task Force 8 as soon as 3he reports ready for 
duty. 

02 0240'\ COMSOPAC to CTF 61 info CINCPAC. CTF 62. CTF 65 


Most secret . Under information you plan to withdraw 
carrier support TULAGI area prior to Dog plus 3 Day. 

. Necessity exists of providing continuous fighter cover¬ 

age for area. Following plan proposed for your con¬ 
sideration : 

(a) Carriers prior to withdrawal leave 2 fighter squad¬ 
rons GUADALCANAL (assuming field is ready). 

(b) Providing belly tanks fit fighter planes at ROSES, 
carriers fly tanks to ROSES about Dog plus 4 Day then 
ROSES planes fly to GUADALCANAL Dog plus 6 Day. 

^" (c) LONG ISLAND from position 200 miles South GUADALCANAL 

fly fighter planes to GUADALCANAL and receive carrier 
planes for subsequent return to carriers. 

Above plan operative only on contingency no hostile car¬ 
riers destined near this area. Should hostile carriers 
be detected subsequent to landing your fighters these 
fighters would be Immediately released to you. 
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01 2355 CINCPAC to CTF 8 Info COMINCH. 

Most secret. If weather continues unsuitable for your 
planned operation take advantage this condition to make 
sweeps to Southwestward ATTU - KISKA with one or two 
your cruisers most efficient in Radar operation. 

02 2220 COMSOPAC to CTF 61. 62.63.16. 18. Info COMINCH. CIHCPAC etc . 

Most secret. August 7th local date hereby designated as 
Dog day under Comsopac Operation Plan 1-42. Leary pass 
to MacArthur. 
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AUGUST (GCT) 

05 0003 COUINCH to CINCPAC Info VARIOUS 





The Joint Chiefs of Staff have approved the following 
operation for which the code name, is FIREPLACE: 

1. Occupy TANAGA Island and construct airfield thereon 
in order to deny area to Japan and to support own offen¬ 
sive operations. 

2. Task 1 - Seizure and occupation; 

Task 2 - Construction of airfield and defensive works; 

3. Ground force 1 Bn Inf Reinf 2 Btrys AA AW including 
30 20mm Oerlikons 1 Btry AA 3 inch 1 Brty AA searchlight 
1 Btry 155mm guns 1 Btry 75mm guns 2 Radars SCR 270 with 
crews 800 and 7th Engr Bn less 1 Co and service detach¬ 
ments approx total 3200. Air force such air units as 
may be directed by Comtaskfor 8 from units in ALASKA how 
under his control plus heavy bombardment sauadron pre¬ 
viously restricted to NOME. Naval units as* directed by 
ComTaskFor 8. 

4. Unity of Command vested in ComTaskFor 8 for Task 1. 
Upon completion Task 1 and when agreed upon by Army and 
Navy task commanders command of Army ground force will 
pas3 to senior Army commander for completion of Task 2. 
Naval Task Force Commander will remain In command of water 
borne units and combined air units as heretofore. Direct 
communication between Army and Navy commanders concerned 
is authorized. 

5. Time of occupation to be determined by Joint Chiefs 
of Staff premised on earliest availability of shipping 
and naval support forces now in Task Force 8 which latter 
cannot be augmented until certain current commitments 
elsewhere have been met. CinCPac provide 1 combat load¬ 
ing transport for initial landing thence to be returned 
to previous duty West Coast. This transport to proceed 
San Francisco immediately report to Commander Western 
Defense command for loading, who will arrange for escort 
and routing to KODIAK with ComWestSeaFron. Commander 
Western Defense Command will arrange shipping for remaind¬ 
er of Army unit3 involved. 

6. Withdrawal of Naval units may be ordered by Joint 
Chiefs of Staff upon completion of Task 1 if conditions 
warrant. 

7. Preparation for execution of FIREPLACE will be com¬ 
menced upon receipt this dispatch. ComTaskFor 8 report 
to Coninch when forces have been assembled In KODIAK 
DUTCH HARBOR area with recommendation as to date of oc¬ 
cupation. Buchner pass to DeWitt. Utmost secrecy for 
this dispatch . 
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05 0105 C0KTASKF0R 8 Info CINCPAC 

Recommendation of General Dewitt to Cominch and Chief 
of Staff was entirely unilateral. ComTaskFor 8 will 
comment to CinCPac in another despatch. General's 
despatch follows: 

To Chief of Staff, U.3. Army and Cominch, U.S. Navy. 

CG ADC and ComAlSec in full joint agreement on following: 
TANAGA offers decidedly best airfield facilities and 
field can be constructed and in shorter time after land¬ 
ing than at ADAK. Disadvantages of establishing field 
on TANAGA lie in fact that its harbor facilities are 
such that landing and later supply may be delayed as a 
result of bad weather or hostiie submarines. The sooner 
the attack on KISKA is made the easier and less costly 
it will be. There is divergence of opinion on following: 
ComAlSec is of opinion that if field is to be built on 
TANAGA the initial delays from probable bad weather and 
enemy action may be such as to prevent entirely accomplish¬ 
ment of operations. CG WDC considers, since time is 
pressing, it is preferable to risk possible delay due to 
weather and enemy action at TANAGA and secure better field 
than to be certain of delay due to construction diffi¬ 
culties and secure less satisfactory field at ADAK. Com¬ 
TaskFor 8 feels if operation is directed he will require 
in addition to present force 1 CA 2 CVs 1 DD squadron and 
two squadrons Navy dive bombers to operate from UMNAK 
initially and from TANAGA at earliest possible date and 
considers TANAGA BAY difficult to protect from hostile 
submarine action. I consider operation should be ini¬ 
tiated at earliest possible date. Major items of equip¬ 
ment not available to CG ADC essential for operation: 

1 transport equipped for ship to shore movement either 
BELL or ALLEN and 1 squadron heavy bombardment. Recommend 
TANAGA site be selected and urgently request expeditious 
reply TOYP here giving me freedom of action to proceed 
with plans while I have opportunity to confer with Buckner 
and ComTaskFor 8 . Signed DeWitt CG WDC. ComTaskFor 8 
sends to CinCPac for info. 
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05 0520 


05 0556 




COMTASKFOR 8 info COMINCH, CINCPAG 

Part 1 of 5« ♦ ComTaskFor 8 sends. Attended conferences 
with Generals DeWitt and Buckner concerning additional 
western air bases. DeWitt arrived with mind apparently 
fully made up on move and all details. Buckner same. I 
oppose creation of intermediate bases and prefer neutrali¬ 
zation of KI5KA at this time for reason set forth below. 
Comparing 2 base sites consider Army estimates of time to 
unload men stores heavy machinery at TANAGA too sanguine. 
Weather and submarine menace in open harbor were entirely 
discounted. Information recently gained by ComAlSec per¬ 
sonal survey of TANAGA and ADAK disregarded. His estimate 
of difficulties at TANAGA and better harbor facilities at 
ADAK did not sway DeWitt's decision. In preliminary con¬ 
ferences with Buckner voiced my conception of Naval ob¬ 
jections but merely informed DeWitt that I opposed plan 
for reasons of basic Naval strategy involved adding that 
these considerations were however concern of high Naval 
command and that I of course intended complete report to 
you. My thought was that large scale Naval commitments 
in two widely separated areas violates fundamental prin¬ 
ciples Naval strategy. Such concurrent operations are 
only warranted by preponderant Naval strength. Stations 
addressed deliver all three parts. 

Part 2 of 5 (same as abo ve) 

Consider that minimum reinforcements to Task Force 8 for 
necessary long continuing support of proposed project are 
2 carriers one heavy cruiser one destroyer squadron 2 Navy 
dive bombing squadrons. Suggested that with these forces 
surprise operation to capture KI3KA could be supported. 

Such action followed by neutralization as enemy base and 
withdrawal is better operation. Army preferred inter¬ 
mediate base as first move I offer for your consideration 
that step by step operations follow Dardanelles pattern. 

As campaign progresses this move mu3t augment Naval com¬ 
mitments in this area. In later conversation stated this to 
DeWitt who agreed and further replied that he realized 
large fleet action could easily eventuate. I gathered 
that such eventualities In the Pacific Naval Campaign 
apparently had no deterrent effect upon his desire to 
prosecute his plans for the TANAGA base Irrespective of 
whether or not this fitted your plans or those of Admiral 
King. At any time when immediate Naval support is 
inadequate TANAGA can become a second WAKE. 
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05 0625 COMTASKPOR 8 info COMINCH, CINCPAC 
(part of)-- 

(050520) Part 5 of 5/ With total lack of Naval base facilities 

in nearby area day by day maintenance of this support for 
protracted period not possible. Defense plans based 
largely efficiency of land based air support in this area 
considered doomed to failure. Prospective Army TANAGA 
forces believed inadequate to delay strong enemy attack 
long enough to permit timely arrival of a naval force two 
days distant at inception of attack. Regret length but 
thought you would desire full exposition of my opinions 
particularly since your last directive requires diversion 
of enemy forces to the ALEUTIAN area which action would be 
. strategically inconsistent with Naval operations designed 

initially to deny enemy action against the advance to and 
creation of a base in that area. 

05 1237 COIvlALSEC to COMNOWESSEAFRON 

COM 13 to CO?.:INCH info CINCPAC. C0MWES3EAFR0N 

Conference was completed Anchorage yesterday with Theobald 
attending following investigation directed by Cominch 252000 
July. Hewett has submitted report. While I agree with 
Buckner that TANAGA offers site for better and more readily 
built field than at ADAK believe he is much too optimistic 
regarding effects of weather. Harbor is open to prevailing 
fall storms and experienced observers declare it untenable 
under those conditions. Not only will unloading operations 
stop but loss of lighters upon v/hich Army is placing main 
reliance is probable. In my opinion difficulties are under¬ 
estimated and consequently means contemplated are con¬ 
siderable less than necessary to make the plan sound. 
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AUGUST (GCT) 


05 01A3 CINCPAC to C0MSU3PAC. CO 2ND MARINS RAIDER BN. 

Treat with utmost secrecy. When ready about August 8 
proceed with PECCAVI operation myser 0166W. MAKIN 
designated primary objective. Also reconnoiter and 
inflict damage on enemy at LITTLE MAKIN, APAIANG, 

MARAKI, as conditions permit. Information own and 
enemy forces will be furnished separately. 

05 0730 COM SO PAG to CINCPAO Info 00MINCH. C0MGENS0PAC. 

Handle as most secret. One of two parts. General Harmon 
following a personal inspection of FANTAN, POPPY, ROSES 
and SUTTON makes the following recommendations (in which 
I emphatically concur) as representing the minimum Army 
reinforcements necessary to provide adequate garrisons 
for present bases, to conduct operations incident to 
succeeding Tasks 2 and 3 and subsequent thereto, and to 
relieve amphibious units in seized areas: (a) Immediate 
dispatch to POPPY of 3 fighter squadrons equipped with 
P-38 airplanes for use in the GUADALCANAL and SANTA CRUZ areas. 
These airplanes can make flight from POPPY to BUTTON to 
GUADALCANAL or SANTA CRUZ. (b) Initiate immediate re¬ 
placement of attrition of B-17s in the 11th group, (c) 

Dispatch as early as practicable one bombing squadron medium 
to POPPY for use in the GUADALCANAL area, (d) Prompt dis->- 
patch of renlacement fighter and medium bomber airplanes 
to POPPY and FANTAN and dispatch as early as practicable 
of one fighter squadron to BUTTON, one to ROSES and one 
additional to POPPY. (e) Dispatch as early as practicable 
one bomber squadron B-17 to POPPY and one squadron B-I7s 
to FANTAN for permanent station. End of part one. 

05 0750 Part two. 

This most secret. These for use anywhere in Sopac area. 

(f) Disnatch as available 3 bomber squadrons dive, one to 
GUADALCANAL one to POPPY and ONE to FANTAN in that 
priority, (g) Dispatch of following ground force as 
early as practicable aid in the following order of 
priority: 1st to POPPY 1 infantry division, 2 regiments 

infantry, 2 battalions field artillery 105 howitzer. Most 
of this force to replace forces to be moved 2nd to SANTA 
CRUZ and GUADALCANAL direct 1 regiment coast artillery 
antiaircraft 2 automatic weapons battalions coast artillery 
anticraft, one regiment coast artillery harbor defense 
3rd to ROSES and BUTTON direct 1 infantry division less 
1 regiment of infantry, 1 regiment coast artillary anti¬ 
aircraft, 1 battalion coast artillery harbor defense less 


(Continued.on next page) 
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05 0730 C0HS0PAC to CINCPAC Info COM INCH. COI-IGENSOPAC. 

05 0750 Part two - (Continued). 

1 battery 4th to POPPY one regiment infantry, one regiment 
coast artillery antiaircraft 5th no decision has been 
made as to availability of NEW ZEALAND troops. Availability 
would obviate need of corresponding U. S. Forces. Written 
recommendations follow. Comgensopac has by hand. Comgenso- 
pac is also sending the above recommendations direct to the 
Chief of Staff Army. 

05 2213 CINGPAC to CTF 8. 

Utmost secrecy. Report details recent inspection TANAGA. 
Unless landing was made and inspection party included 
technical assistants desire such a survey conducted at 
once and results reported to me earliest practicable date. 

05 2205 CINCPAC to CTF 8 info COMINCil. 

Utmost secrecy. Assume your 050520 sent before receipt 
Cominch 050003. Carry out plan contained Cominch 050003 
assembling necessary forces KODIAK prior to arrival trans¬ 
port ordered in my 050955. 

06 2035 CINCPAC to C0MS0PAC. Info COMINCH. CTF 17.18,61. 

It is my present intention to sail Task Force 17 plus 
OUADTJLUPE from PEARL about 17 August to relieve Task Force 
18 plus PLATTE on station. Unless otherwise requested by 
you will route 17 to cross equator in longitude 174-00 West 
command passing to you at that point. 

07 1030 CTG 61.2 to C0US0PAC. CTF 6l. and info addressees. 

Situation summary WATCHT0WER. Most secret. From CTF 61.2. 
Approach a complete surprise 18 enemy seaplanes destroyed 
on"water one small schooner. No enemy ships present. In 
both areas opened shore bombardment 1910 GCT 6th with ships 
and planes light gun opposition soon silenced. Landings 
began FLORIDA area 2040 initial opposition light GUADALCANAL 
2210 no opposition. Para. At 0220 GCT 7th about 25 enemy 
type 97 bombers passpd overhead dropped several bombs no 
damage proceeded toward carriers 2 shot down 2 damaged. 

About 10 enemy type 99 dive bombers madel 250 pound hit on 
MUGF0RD 0400 considerable damage after deck house 2 guns 
two engines on 15 missing 5 dead f 9 seriously injured. 2 
enemy planes shot down. Para. Situation at 0900: 
GUADALCANAL all troops ashore estimated occupy on west line 

(Continued on next page) cop 
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07 1030 CTG 61.2 to COMSOPAC. CTF 61. and info addressees. 

(Continued) 

TENARE River and on east security line about longitude 
160-06 in neither place in contact with enemy. On FLORIDA 
side HALAVO occupied no opposition. TULAGI occupied ex¬ 
cept east end fight continues GAVUTU captured heavy cas¬ 
ualties TANAMBOGO still in hands of enemy attack underway. 
Para. Tomorrow request maximum fighter cover 2 VSB 
squadrons continuously in area. Request scouting against 
approach enemy surface forces from westward para. Early 
morning 8th expect send out SANTA CRUZ occupation force 
less PRES JACKSON, WILSON, olus McCA/ZLEY, FULLER, HEYWOOD, 
TREVER, MUGFORD, some other APs later in day. Tonight 2 
DMs searching for fighters shot down near RUSSEL ISLAND. 

One WASP dive bomber shot down by zero fighter according to 
pilot wounded gunner lost. 

08 0330 CTG 61.2 to COMSOPAC. CTF 61 . 

Squadron Xray attacked 0100 GCT 8th by about 40 type 
99 twin engine torpedo planes and 8 high altitude bombers. 
JARVIS hit in forward part of ship by torpedo disabled am 
towing into shallow water. ELLIOTT on fire amidships from 
bomb hit. Not known yet whether ship can be saved. At 
least 12 enemy planes shot down probably more by ships and 
fighters. 

08 195* CINCPAC to COMINCH info 00M50PACF0R. 

Utmost secrecy. Assuming successful completion present 
operations recommend pending initiation Task 2 that Task 
1 be extended to permit Ghormley to extend control as 
practicable northwest along the SOLOMONS to increase 
security of TULAGI area. 

09 0315 FLETCHER to OCUSOPAC. 

FLETCHER sending to GHORMLEY. Following summary of mes¬ 
sages delivered from TURNER. Quote at 081645 surface 
attack on screen coordinated with use aircraft flares. 
CHICAGO hit torpedo, CANBERRA on fire. At 2100 GCT. 

Heavy actions continue to westward. More of our ships in 
trouble. Submarines in area. At 2152 GCT. QUINCY sunk 
by torpedoes and gunfire. Air attack enroute. At 2325 GCT. 
VINCENNES sunk by gunfire and torpedoes. 0245 casualties 
heavy. At 2358. ASTORIA has fire in wardroom destroyer 
ordered to pump and ALCHIBA to tow through L T, NGA channel 
to ROSES as'chance to save her. Movements requires pro¬ 
tection which I am unable to provide. Unquote. Direct 
TURNER to make renorts direct to you info to me. 
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09 0508 CTF 62 to CTF 6 l. C0MS0PAC. COMSWESPAC. 

Following departed GUADALCANAL 0400 GCT 9th for NOUMEA 
via LERGC channel and north of SAN CRISTOBAL. Captain 
Reifsmider in command 5 APs, 5 AKs. CHICAGO, 4 DD, 5 
DMs speed about 12. JARVIS enroute alone to ROSES expect 
to provide escort. 


09 0725 CTF 62 to COMAIRSOPAC. COMSOPAC. CTF 61. 

Expect depart 0730 Zed (Zone Zero) 9 th GUADALCANAL for 
NOUMEA MENGO channel and north of SAN CRISTOBAL speed about 
12 with seven APS, one AK, SAIT JUAN, AUSTRALIA, HOBART, 
four APDs 10 DDs. Turner in McCAWLSY with this detachment. 


09 0750 COMSOPAC to CTF 61.62.63. Info COMINCH. CINCPAC. COMSWPACFOR . 

Comtaskfor 62 direct withdrawal naval surface forces to 
WHITE POPPY. If 2nd marines still present direct them to 
land and reinforce CACTUS. If landing of 2nd marines has begun 
at APRICOT direct it to continue as planned. If 2nd Marines 
have departed CACTUS andlanding at APRICOT not repeat not 
commenced divert 2nd marines to BUTTON to land and reinforce 
garrison there. Insure delivery this directive by despatch 
to appropriate task group commander. Comtaskfor 63 direct 
withdrawal patrol planes and servicing tender from MARMASIKE 
estuary. Likewise withdraw from APRICOT if 2nd Marines do 
not land there. Comtaskfor 61 cover movement as practicable 
without interference with fueling. Leary hand MacArthur. 
Comsopac sends action Comtaskfors 61, 62, 63 . For info to 
Cincpac,/Cominch. Comgensopac has by hand. 

COMAWESPACFOR. 


09 0950 COMSOPAC. TF 62. Info Comgen 1st mardiv. 

Comsopac sends. Believe enemy landing forces proceeding 
CACTUS. 

09 1000 COMSOPAC. to all US NAV SHIPS SOPAC AREA, info NAV ATT WELLINGTON 

This is from Comsopac. Following instructions were sent in 
another system to TF corns: CTF 62 direct withdrawal naval 
surface forces to WHITE POPPY. If second marines still present 
direct them to land and reinforce CACTUS. If landing of 
second marines has begun at APRICOT direct it to continue as 
planned. If second Marines have departed CACTUS and landing 
at APRICOT not repeat not commenced divert second Marines to 
BUTTON to land and reinforce garrison there. Insure delivery 


(Continued on next page) 
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09 1000 COMSOPAC to all US NAV SHIPS 30PAC AREA. 

(Continued) 

this directive by despatch to appropriate TG commander. 

CTF 63 direct withdrawal patrol planes and servicing tender 
from MAEMASIKE Estuary. Likewise withdraw from APRICOT 
if Second Marines do not land there. CTF 6l cover movements 
as practicable without interference with fueling. Unit 
commanders of detached units take charge and carry out the a- 
bove in the absence of other instructions. 

09 1212 COMSOPAC to CTF 63. 

From Comsopac. My 090750. Withdraw BREESE and ALDRICH with 
McFarland. 

09 0830 COMSOPAC to CINCPAC info COMINCH. COMSWPACFOR. MacArthur. 

Comgensopao. 

Most secret. Carriers short of fuel proceeding to fueling 
rendezvous. Have been unable get situation reports from 
TURNER direct. FLETCHER informs me "Am receiving despatches 
from TURNER describing heavy losses in cruisers in engage¬ 
ment which continues to westward". Also in garbled message: 
CHICAGO hit torpedo, CANBERRA on fire, more of our ships in 
trouble, submarines (question) in area, QUINCY sunk by 
torpedo, air attack enroute". Para. Am withdrawing other 
naval surface forces and patrol planes until such time as I 
have shore based aircraft in such strength that I can pro¬ 
tect my lines of communication to CACTUS and supply CACTUS 
with sufficient aviation for effective defense. Request 
immediate air reenforcement especially long range fighters and 
heavy bombers. 

09 1230 COMSOPAC to CTF 63. Info CTF 61. CINCPAC. TF 62. 

Vessels Task Force 62 withdrawing in several groups and 
possibly one or two single ships. Intend proceed north of 
SAIT CRISTOBAL to WHITE POPPY except three or four ships to 
ROSES. Carrier groups proceeding to fuel in a rendezvous 
to west of line BUTTON-ROSES. Modify searches to provide 
maximum possible coverage for task force 62 units. Comsopac 
sends. 

09 1957 CINCPAC to COMINCH. Info COMSOPAC, C '’WGENHAWDF.PT . 

Utmost secrecy. Comsopac 090830. One marine VF squad 
18 planes proceeding S0PAC 15 August supplements similar 
squadron arriving vicinity SANTA CRUZ Island 13 August in 
LONG ISLAND. Estimate one CV replacement Squadron _ ready one 
Sept. No further air support available from Hawaiian area 
which now operating with minimum margin operating comple- 

(continued on next page) 
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09 1957 CINCPAC to COMINCH. Info 00MS0PAC. COMGENHAWDEPT. 

(Continued) 

ments and no reserve for losses. Until his position improves 
recommend Ghormley be authorized retain his area Amy heavy 
and medium bombers now enroute SUMAC and that additional 
support be furnished from SOWESTPAC Mobile Air Force and 
fighters as practicable. 

09 2219 CIUCPAC to COMINCH . 

Utmost secrecy. Request information status my 080155. 

In compliance with directive given Theobald when your 
050003 was received he is having an inspection party 
landed TANAGA by submarine. I desire to cancel*this if 
location of base is to be changed. 

10 0340 C0MS0PAC (A) to C0M30PAC. 

Handle with utmost secrecy. New Zealand Amy is planning to 
provide reenforced division as requested by you total strength 
approximately 20,000 men. Despatch of force is subject to 
approval of New Zealand government. Prime Minister reserves 
his decision until after personal consultation with Admiral 
Ghormley. For planning purposes following requested at early 
date: Priority forward displacement of New Zealand units; 
names of APs and AKs to be made available; date of availa¬ 
bility vessels at LONGBOW. Only 16 AA guns on wheels avail¬ 
able (additional 32 on improvised mountings ultimately to be 
provided). Will this number suffice for 1st echelon. Im¬ 
provised mountings for 6 inch coast guns are being con¬ 
structed. Will any 155 millimeter guns with marine units be 
made available until New Zealand is able to supply coast 
defense guns and mountings. Plans here contemolate United 
States Forces CACTUS-RINGBOLT area will provide equipment 
for moving New Zealand equipment from ship to shore. Force 
can be available beginning 25 August. Prime Minister states 
if immediate decision not necessary he will olan on leaving 
FULCRUM 14 August via Coronado but if early decision desired 
will try anticipate this date via Tasman. He has been infomed 
early decision is urgent. New Zealand Army matcing prepar¬ 
ations in advance of apuroval. 

10 1006 COMSOPAC. to C0MS0WESPAC. Info COMINCH. CINCPAC, CTF61 & 63. 

This is most secret. Believe enemy will execute landing 
attack against our troops in CACTUS area. Request you con¬ 
centrate your submarines in that area. Request continue aerial 
reconnaissance as in your 260955 luly. Action MacArthur. 
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10 1830 COKINCK to CINCLANT. Info Oommands concerned. 

This is extra secret. Direct SOUTH DAKOTA escorted by 
minimum 3 destroyers proceed earliest practicable date 
PANAMA. Upon arrival PANAMA SOUTH DAKOTA report Cincpac 
for duty Batdiv 6. Hold DUNCAN LANDS DOWNS LARDNER Canal 
Zone for onward escort as directed by Cincpac. Intend 
that SOUTH DAKOTA shall augment Ghormley. 

10 2205 CINCPAC to CTF 8 Info Cominch. 

Treat as most secret. Desire full information as 
practicable of your nlans as they develop. As reaction 
of enemy appears strong toward the south and negligible 
toward your area comment as to desirability rotating your 
force in small units to Bremerton for upkeep. 

10 1418 ADMIRALTY to Cincpac. 

Hush most secret. Following is (Cincpac from Admiralty). 

A repetition of F.O.I/C Ceylon 0301Z/10 addressed Admiralty 
from FOIC Ceylon pass following to Cincpac from Cine E.F. 
begins hush. Recent diversion carried out by Force A in 
Bay of Bengal appears to have been successful as Japanese 
have sent fighter float olanes to Sabang, additional 
bomber squadron to Sabang and surface ship movements are 
reported in Malay area. 2. I have to return to Kilindini 
for operation in that area but have arranged wireless 
diversion to give impression that force as still operating 
in this area until 18th August. 3. »Ve wish you all success 
in your present operation. 0259Z/10 ends. 0301Z/10 ends. 

10 1840 COMINCH to CINCPAC. 

War Department has directed Comgensopac to expedite 
through South Pacific Area movement of airplanes des¬ 
tined for Australia unless by their diversion they can 
be more effectively used in South Pacific Area. This 
message is unusually secret. 

09 2040 CTF 8 to CINCPAC. 

Preliminary Army estimates on operation FIREPLACE. Phase 
1 initial landing and occupation troops 2863 tonnage 12420 . 
Phase 2. Reinforcements troops 5250 tonnage 30500. Phase 
3. Additional equipment housing tonnage 10000. Phase 4 . 
Monthly maintainence tonnage 9084. Army plan calls for 
moving heavy equioment from Chernofski to destination by 
barge speed of advance about 5 knots. Survey of island and 
harbor is being made by 2 Naval aviators, 1 Marine officer 
and 1 Civil Engineer embarked on FINBACK arriving there 
about 10 Aug. Your 052213. 
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10 2147 GINOPAC to COMSOPAC. Info COMINCH COMSWPAC. 

Handle with ultra secrecy. Estimate ORANGE strength 
Bismarck Solomons 1 Chokai 4 Aoba 2 Tenryu 1 Yubari 6 
Kamikaze 4 Minekaze 4 RO Subs 8 I subs 1 Chitose 2 to 4 
Kamigawa 4 PT 4 PC 2 EM 16 SC 4 AM 6 to 8 AP 4 to 6 AK. 
Enroute from Malaya 2 Mogarni 4 Shigure 1 Kamigawa. Enroute 
from empire 8 Asashio 1 to 2 Kamigawa. Have no hint of 
damage to enemy surface craft except his announcement 2 
damaged CA. Heavy air reenforcements have arrived or are 
enroute Rabaul but enemy air losses in recent engagements 
were very heavy. No indication any CV has yet left empire. 
Para. Your 101006. Most important to successful accomp¬ 
lishment Task 1 that landing be prevented. Assume you will 
use carrier task forces as practicable on opposition there¬ 
to. Most important that aircraft of Sowespac detect and 
report movement in time and that when our carriers are in 
range of enemy aircraft their bases be bombed in such a 
manner as to effect maximum damage during such period. 

10 2159 CINCPAC to COMIUCH 

Intercepts from Ghormley indicate: (a) BUTTON to be strong 
point for reinforcement RINGBOLT CACTUS and occupation 
APRICOT. (b) 2nd Marines did not land APRICOT. (c) Opera¬ 
tional losses PBYs appear considerable. (d) Fletcher’s CV 
Task Forces probably commenced fueling yesterday. (e) As 
Orange expected to land reinforcements CACTUS Ghormley re¬ 
quests MacArthur's subs that area. (f) Radio contact 
established by ComSoPac with Vandergrift but no report yet. 
Para. 

Bombardment at KISKA was hampered by fog during approach 
and low celling during firing which prevented spotting or 
observation of damage. Own loss 1 plane only damage to 
ships was minor due to own gunfire. Para. 

Plan to sail VESTAL SoPac August 15th to assist in salvage 
and repairs. 

10 2230 COMSOPAC to CINCPAC. CTF 61. 62. 65 info CQMINCH. ETC . 

This is to be handled as most secret. Following Is first 
situation report given me by Vandergrift timed 101202. '$e 

hold TULAGI JAVUTU MAKAMBO TANAMBOGO and have 5,000 men 
that area which was taken only after bitter fighting due 
restricted areas. Our casualties there estimated about 
450. Jan casualties 100% running over 1,000. Also hold 
KUKOON to KOLI Point GUADALCANAL digging in to defend 
beaches. Have few tools and no barbed wire. Patrolling 
to mop up garrison 300 troops and 2,000 pioneers who with¬ 
drew to bush. Have disposed of number and have suffered 
a few casualties. Airfield ready fighters and dive bombers. 
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11 0206 GHORMLEY to CTF 61 Info All Corns SoPac t CINCPAC 

Handle as most secret. Ghormley sending Fletcher action. 
Leary pass to MacArthur. Harmon will have by hand. In 
addition to the continuing primary task of destroying car¬ 
riers encountered the present tasks of carrier task forces 
are: (a) Cover BUTTON WHITE POPPY line of communications 

(b) Support CACTUS RINGBOLT garrison by destroying ships 

of hostile attack force (c) Cover movement of our aviation 
ground crews ground equipment and aviation supplies into 
CACTUS area. I hope we can give you about 24 hours warning 
of hostile landing attack force moving against CACTUS, and 
I estimate most probable point of hostile landing in West 
end of CACTUS. Will keep you informed of plans under Task 

(c) above. 

11 0226 COMSOPAC to CINCPAC info CONINCH. ETC. 

In order conserve carriers and their aircraft and other 
vital surface craft, request transport planes, maintained 
at 2 squadron level, for transportation personnel and 
material to CACTUS area. ComSoPac to CinCPac action and 
to Cominch, ComSoWestPacfor, ComGenSoPac, Comtaskfor 61, 

62 and 63 information. Leary pass to MacArthur. 

11 0650 CTF 62 to COMAMPHIBFORSOPAC info COMSOPAC 

Position here secure but feel that considerations not 
previously apparent should be presented. Movement of sup¬ 
plies and preparations of defenses progressing slowly due 
to shortage of equipment and material. Preparing to defend 
nine thousand yards beach. Is now obvious that a form of 
perimeter defense is required since hostile detachments 
fade into jungle before patrols. Have mopped up a few and 
suffered some casualties. Equipment and supplies captured 
indicate Jap meant this to be a major base and may attempt 
to retake it. Information desired as to prospective employ¬ 
ment of Second Marines. We must have reconnaissance of 
sea and air approaches. Situation requires an additional 
infantry regiment on GUADCANAL to defend against a major 
attack.Vandegrift to Turner. Rupertus has taken objectives 
after tough going reports he is digging in. He needs means 
to go after hostile detachments on FLORIDA. Action Corn- 
Amp hibforSoPac Info ComSoPac. 
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Your 062035 seems to me to unduly expose Hawaiian area 
because relief on station will involve absence of 
carrier group for some 12 to 15 days. Para. 

Therefore request you explore practicability of rotation 
of carrier Task Groups so that at all times" at least one 
such group will be within say 1200 miles of PEARL except 
when extraordinary circumstances warrant otherwise. 

11 2209 CINCPAC to COMSOPAC info COHINCH, CINC SCWESPAC 

Treat as ultra secret. Close association CinC 2nd and 
CinC 1st Air Fleet with CinC 4th and 8 Fleet and 11th 
Air Fleet suggests probability of formation of strong 
striking force for employment in BISMARK-S0L0M0NS in 
near future. Preliminary organization seems to be First 
Air Fleet task force: HIYEI, KIRISHIMA, SHCKAKU, ZUIKAKU, 
RYUJO, HOSHO, TONE, CHIKUMA, KUMAN0 plus another cruiser. 
2nd Fleet task force: HARUNA, KONGO', MYOKO, HAGURO, MAYA, 
TAKAO, one XAV 2 desdivs. Need for logistic arrangements 
plus necessity assemble destroyer screen from present es¬ 
cort missions indicate movement surface reinforcements 
will not materialize for seven - ten days. Para. 

Every means available must be employed to strengthen our 
position in RINGBOLT CACTUS area prior to arrival above 
force in area. Cover must be furnished by carrier air¬ 
craft as long as necessary and carriers while within 
range enemy air bases should be given maximum protection 
by action of 3hore based air against these bases. 

11 2220 CQMS0FAC to CINCPAC info COMINCH 

Delayed reports from Turner state CHICAGO torpedoed in 
stem can make 12 knots; PATTERSON, MUGFCRD, RALPH TALBOT 
damaged by gunfire; ASTORIA blew up and sank; ELLIOTT 
* stranded still burning. 

12 0216 COMSOPAC to CTF 63. C0HT3ANS3IV 12 info CINCPAC. ETC . 

Handle as most secret. Early establishment air at CACTUS 
imperative. Load all APDs present and arriving with AvGas 
AvLub, bombs, ammunition, aviation ground personnel and 
material available and despatch earliest possible via LUNGA 
CHANNEL to arrive CACTUS late afternoon unload during night 
and depart early following morning return BUTTON. Furnish 
air coverage. Aviation ground personnel will be replaced 
BUTTON from William Ward Burrows. Aviation will be flown 
CACTUS from LONG ISLAND. Leary pass to MacArthur. 
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12 0220 ' GREEN;.AN to CTF 62 info COKCRUPAC 

Prom Greenman: Recommend immediate removal all inflam¬ 
mable material vicinity well deck and hangar including 
planes from cruisers ASTORIA type. Fires started this 
area within first five minutes of action drove engineer¬ 
ing personnel from after engineroom and after fireroom 
resulting in immediate loss of fifty percent of power and 
intense heat and smoke made all after fire control and 
ship control stations untenable. Observations and state¬ 
ments of survivors indicate same situation developed in 
other two cruisers present. 

12 0316 COMSOPAC to OOKSOWESPACFCR info CTF 61. 62.65, CINCPAC 

Retired position our carriers while awaiting enemy attack 
with relation distance RABAUL to enemy objectives makes 
necessary they receive information enemy naval surface 
movements earliest moment. I am unable reliably to inter¬ 
cept reconnaissance pilots reports therefore request they 
be transmitted to me on Task Force Corns circuit as soon 
as received by you. Leary pass to MacArthur. 

12 1056 COMSOPAC to MACARTHUR info CINCPAC. CTF 61. 63. 

Most secret. Large assemblage vessels RABAUL as reported 
in ComSoWesPacfor 120335 may indicate initiation expected 
movement against CACTUS - RINGBOLT area. If air striking 
groups as outlined your 191034 July are still available 
attacks on such groups vessels would be of Inestimable 
benefit in furtherance our joint operations. 

12 1750 COMINCH to CINCPAC - 

In view Japanese concentrations that appear to be directed 
toward RABAUL you should consider advancing 3 to 5 battle¬ 
ships of Task Force 1 to BLEACHER. Desire your comment. 

Pel rs. 

Am directing JUNEAU to join SOUTH DAKOTA. SOUTH DAKOTA'S 
ETA PANAMA 19 August. 


12 2047 CINCPAC to COMINCH 

PBY5A landed on field at CACTUS yesterday. Field excellent 
condlti&n 3600 feet long now and will complete additional 
900 feet In 3 days. Captain Greenman In preliminary report 
recommends immediate removal all Inflamable material In¬ 
cluding planes vicinity well deck and hangar from ASTORIA 
type. Survivors indicate serious fires there all 3 ships 
early part of action. LUNGA-KUKUM area bombed by three 
enemy planes. Target area otherwise quiet. Ghomley hajg^y 
requested MacArthur to employ air striking group against 
large number of ships reported at RABAUL. Para. Will reexamin 

inflammable situation on cruisers but do not intend to remove 
their nlanes. 
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12 2337 CI1IGPAG to CGMINCH 


Utmost Secret . Following comments your 112030 and 121750 
are based upon present estimate enemy intentions which may 
be further clarified before our next moves. Enemy strength 
appears to be destined for NEW BRITAIN - S0L0E0N area 
therefore consider improbable serious attack against MIDWAY 
and even less against OAHU. A raid In force is of higher 
probability but opposing It with one carrier task force 
would be ineffectual and might well result In loss of 
carrier without compensating damage to enemy. Para. 

Unable provide logistic support in SoPac area for battle¬ 
ships task force 1 with ships now available and doubt BB 
usefulness unless we can operate them in close support 
CACTUS area. Consider we can best oppose enemy that area 
v/ith shore based air, carriers and fast forces including 
new battleships. Therefore while developments next few 
days may change my opinion I believe that maximum carrier 
strength will be needed in South and that this can be ob¬ 
tained best by an overlapping relief of Carrier Task Forces 
on that station. Para. 

Am bringing Task Force 1 into Pearl Harbor for possible 
use against landing attack this area. For reasons above 
I will not send any of the slow battleships South unless 
so directed by you. Para. 

For reasons given in my 310215 and because additional 
planes being dispatched SoPac from HAWAII I again urge the 
air reenforcements requested in that dispatch. 

13 0623 C OMA IRS OP AC to COMGEIi CACTUS info VARIOUS 

Handle as most secret. ComAirSoPac originates. Radio 
Tulagi deliver to ComGen CACTUS for action. Four APDs 
Transdiv 12 will depart ESPIRITU SANTO daylight tomorrow 
morning Friday 14th proceeding direct route LUNGA harbor 
speed of advance 18 knots. Expect arrive . 

13 1248 COMSOPAC to COMAIRSOPAC 


If you have any expert Radar personnel send 1 or 2 to 
CACTUS on APDs repeat APDs tomorrow good Jap set there 
Intact v/ith plans needs expert to figure out how to work 


it. 




648 











AUGUST (GCT) 

13 1410 CTG 61.2 to CINCPAC, COMINCH. ALL SOPAC 




13 2135 


This message was handed me by Turner tonight. CTF 62 
dispatch 090230. Previously received by ComSoPacFor 
other addresses is hereby reenciphered for your infor¬ 
mation: As of 9 hours 8th situation as follows: CTG 61.2 
to ComSoPac CTF 61 info to CTG 62.4 and 6 , ComAirSoPac, 
CinCPac, Cominch, ComSoWesPac latter pass to MacArthur 
NPM pass my 080330 to same address para. 

Progress retarded today by beach congestion stubborn enemy 
resistance north 3ide one enemy air attack and one false 
alarm. Desire express appreciation for warnings by coast 
watcher Bougainville. Para. 

ELLIOTTS fire caused by torpedo plane diving on board fire 
got out of control removed personnel and had ship tor¬ 
pedoed but 3he grounded on shoal and is still burning. 
JARVIS anchored not taking, water engines and boile'rs^okeh 
hull bottom open from frame 30 to 55 deck damaged can make 
4 to 7 knots own power will try to get her to ROSES start- 
ing tonight 14 enlisted missing 7 wounded para. 

Continuing discharge of cargo tonight plan temporary re¬ 
tirement from area tomorrow see separate dispatch, para. 

c>hore GUADALCANAL KUKOOLI and airfield occupied. Enemy 
troops and construction workers scattered considerable 
stores equipment captured. No advance yet to East. Con¬ 
dition airfields reported separately. Para. 

FLORIDA area Marines hold TULAGI GAVUTU and TANAMBOGO 
except for occasional snipers. Assault on MAKAMBO planned 
for 2o00 GCT on 9th. Severe efaeny resistance after initial 
landing required use all 3 battalions of 2nd Regiment. 

This will delay APRICOT operations. Recommend use there 
of 7th Regiment. In view further operations CTF 62 remains 
on MCCAWLEY. 

CINCPAC to COMINCH 

Most secret . I presume feasibility of Southwest Pacific 
land forces expelling Japanese from Northeast NEW GUINEA 
is being fully examined. This would tremendously improve 
our position with respect to RARAUL and its accomplishment 
should be assisted by enemy's preoccupation with RINGBOLT 
area. 







649 








AUGUST (GGT) 


14 0803 



COMAIRSOPAC to STRINGHAM, MAULEY Info ALL SOPAC GQMS 

Handle as rao3t secret . On completion loading special 
cargo as previously arranged and when ready depart 
BUTTON early daylight Sunday August 15th proceed in 
company via VIREO. Route to LUNGA Harbor GUADALCANAL 
arrive late afternoon Monday 17th. Discharge cargo 
expediting all possible. Depart early morning 18th 
return BUTTON direct route speed of advance 18 and await 
orders. Prom ComAirSoPac to STRINGHAM and MANLEY for 
action by hand. 

COMSOPAC to CTF 65 info CIHCPAC. CTF 61. 62 

Handle as most secret . Four APDs due CACTUS today. It 
is planned to send in ALHENA FORMALHAUT with food, am¬ 
munition as soon after loading as possible and FULLER 
ZEILIN with antiaircraft and barrage balloon units soon 
as practicable. Hostile submarines and aircraft operat¬ 
ing CACTUS area freely. Enemy surface vessels may be 
expected for purpose of blockading. ComAirSoPac comment 
on following proposals (to be initiated earliest possible 
date): (a) Maintain daily antisubmarine patrol VPB planes 

armed depthbombs in CACTUS area as many hours daylight as 
possible until air forces ashore are prepared assume this 
duty. Fuel available KUKOOM field. (b) Bomber patrol 
sent daily into vicinity CACTUS RINGBOLT on offensive 
sweep against surface vessels. Due consideration to be 
given your primary task. 


16 1146 COMSOPAC to COMINCH. CINCPAC info COMSOWESPAC, MACARTHUR 

Handle as most secret . ComSoPac sends to Cominch, CinCPac 
action. Leary pass to MacArthur. Situation 16 August. 
11,000 Marines hold North coast GUADALCANAL to depth 5 
miles from KOLA Point to Point CRUX including airfield, 
engaged constructing perimeter defense improving airfield 
and patrolling against guerillas, a few daily casualties. 
Total casualties to date probably exceed LLPN hundred. 

Some Afirm Afirm landed but no coast defense. 6,000 
Marines hold TULAGI GAVUTU TANAMBOGO MBANGAI MOKAMBI and 
spots on adjacent FLORIDA coast line. Marines have only 
approximately 5 units of fire and 3 days rations due to 
early forced withdrawal of APs and AKs. With inadequate 
equipment attempting improve airfield GUADALCANAL on which 
fighters can now land. Enemy aircraft and submarines 
threaten all shipping In the area. Sent 4 APDs Into area 
last night with AvGas AvLub aviation spare parts and some 
ground crews. No word as to success or failure of this 
action. 


(continued on next page) 
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15 1951 COMINCH to CINCPAC. COMSOPAC. COMSOWESPAG. CINC CONSOWESPAC- 

--- -Aim. 





Treat with utmost secrecy this message from Joint Chiefs 
of Staff to Commander Southwest Pacific Area and to Com¬ 
mander South Pacific. Para. 1. Information received from 
CinC SWPA indicates that clans and preparations for opera¬ 
tions in the HEW GUINEA area have progressed to such a point 
that, based upon the successful progress of Task One, it 
should be practicable to mount immediately that part of 
Task 2 involving the seizure and occupation of LAE, SALAMAUA 
and the Northeast Coast of NEW GUINEA. A message from 
Cincnac urges such action. Early execution of such an opera¬ 
tion would appear to be especially desirable. Para 2. 
Execution of that cart of Task 2 Cominch 022100 July involv¬ 
ing the seizure and occupation of LAE, SALAUAUA and the 
Northeast coast of NEW GUINEA should be pushed. Para 3. 

With this end in view desire: A. Ghorraleys estimate of 
time required for consolidating uositions seized and oc¬ 
cupied in Task One, including clans of relieving Marines 
for further offensive operations. B. Anticipated progress 
of measures planned' by MacArthur before Ghormiey is ready 
to provide forces for joint action Task 2. C. From Mac¬ 
Arthur and Ghormiey recommendation of forces to be used 
for this limited Task 2. D. Estimated target date upon 
which above joint action could be launched. E. Date when 
direction of Task Forces involved in this operation should 
pass to Comsowestpac Area. 
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16 1146 C0I.130PAC TO C OK HIGH (Continued) 

Plan to fly in VMF and VMSB planes from LONG ISLAND 
18th or 19th. More experienced fighter pilots will be 
put on board LONG ISLAND to replace those now on board. 

Some fighter planes will still lack experienced pilots, 
and these will not be flown to GUADALCANAL. 1 AK now 
loading NOUMEA and one loading ESPIRITU SANTO with such 
rations and ammunition as can be unloaded in 24 hours. 

These will be sent GUADALCANAL with DD escort soonest 
possible. Till also carry nucleus ground crews of Army 
P-400 planes which plan to base GUADALCANAL. 3 Carrier 
Task Forces at sea to cover movement of supplies into 
GUADALCANAL, to attack ships of hostile landing attack 
force, and to meet hostile force comprising 4 BB 4 CV 
8 CA 1 XAV and 2 desdivs which we are informed by CinCPac 
112209 may attack between 19 and 21 August. End Part 1 . 

16 1156 COMSOPAC TO COMIIJCH, CINCPAC info COMSOTESPAC 

Part 2. Regardless of time of part 1 this message my 
1156. Forces under ComAirSoPac engaged in search sea 
and land areas Southeast SOLOMONS and sea to East thereof 
to limit of range from ESPIRITU SANTO, and covering move¬ 
ment supplies to GUADALCANAL. 1800 2nd Marines (remainder 
in TULAGI) have reinforced ESPIRITU SANTO where we are 
pushing improvement airfield using half Cub 1 and con¬ 
struction personnel. Other half Cub 1 held pending 
clarification of situation. Regard next few days as 
highly critical and might be dangerous if carriers expend 
fighter planes in support of GUADALCANAL garrison and DD 
are expended escorting and screening under enemy shore 
based aircraft. As of August 8th fighter planes on board 
carriers had already been reduced from 99 to 79 planes 
with no replacements available this area. Once we succeed 
in getting critically needed supplies into GUADALCANAL 
area and basing planes there situation will be definitely 
improved. However this action forces us to strip NEW 
CALEDONIA of fighter protection. Ships of Amphibious 
Force enroute WELLINGTON to embark 5th Battalion and 3rd 
Barrage Balloon squadron and others will arrive STRAW 
about 25th to embark 7th Marines. Until air coverage can 
be given in the restricted waters between GUADALCANAL and 
TULAGI against enemy shore based aircraft and antisub 
protection can be given at entrances the protection of 
any 3 hip entering that area is a major operation. Blockade 
running will entail an exce sive loss of shipping. A 
determined enemy carrier attack against our carriers while 
planes of latter are protecting ships in CACTUS area might 
spell disaster. Under present conditions our carrier 
groups are the principle defense of this area and of our 
lines of communication from U.S. to Australia and New 
Zealand. JARVIS not yet located,* 
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17 0015 CTF 8 to GCHINCH info CINCPAC 

Most secret . FIREPLACE project unsupported by carrier 
aircraft makes UMNAK based long range fighters best 
answer to problem of air coverage. My air commander 
unable supply adequate air coverage due lack fighters 
sufficient endurance. Request representations be made 
Chief Air Corps immediately furnish one squadron fighters 
type capable proceed four hundred miles from base and then 
actively patrol at least four hours. Local advices sug¬ 
gest possibility conversion B-25 if CO fighter type 
specifications stated available. 

17 0141 CINCPAC to COMmen 

Greatest secrecy . While realizing that I have only a 
part of the general picture before me I feel I must 
present my view that our situation in the Southwest is 
by no means sufficiently secure so that we can spare 
the ships mentioned your 152014. Not only as means of 
transportation but of training urgently needed amphibious 
troops. Is the Third Army Division available to me for 
employment in the Pacific Ocean Areas. If not I recom¬ 
mend that it be made so. 


17 0230 COMSOPAC to COMINCH, CINCPAC info COMAIRSOPAC 

Handle as most secret . ComSoPac sends to Cominch, 
CinCPac action. Leary pass to MacArthur. It is my 
considered opinion that until positions now held have 
been firmly established and the South Pacific area has 
been reinforced by air and troops as I'have recommended, 
and as recommended by ComGenSoPac, no further advance 
except by minor infiltration can be made without danger¬ 
ously weakening our entire position. Lacking reinforce¬ 
ments there is also a reasonable doubt whether the po¬ 
sitions now occupied plus KDENI repeat NDENI (which will 
be occupied as soon as practicable) could be held 
especially should the carrier task groups be withdrawn. 
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17 2047 CINCPAC to COMSOPAC. Info: CTF 61.63.62 COHSWPACFOR. 

Treat as ultra secret. Intelligence at hand indicates 
ORANGE decision reoccuoy GUADALCANAL and TULAGI bases. 

Force under Goracrudiv 6 prooably consisting three ACBAS 
with DD screen to attack: 3LUE surface vessels in above 
areas. Crudiv 6 departed KAVIENG 14 hours inter (minus 9 ) 
16 th. 3 transports carrying Jap Marines in convoy de¬ 

stroyers and JINTSTJ ulus nossibiv 2 Tenryus proceeding 
TRUK to GUADALCANAL area. Another escorted convoy carry¬ 
ing Army shock troons originally destined MIDWAY last June 
departed TRUK 9 hours inter (minus 9) 17th destined CACTUS 
may rendezvous with first group vicinity Greenwich Island 
18th. Above movements indicated to have a covering force 
probably heavy cruisers possibly 2 Haguros one OR two 
Atagos plus destroyers. Reconnaissance of SOLOMONS areas 
to be conducted by 4 seaplanes of KITOKAWA 'ARU based on 
GIZO Island. Attack day can be as early as 20 August but 
but actual date not indicated. 

18 0215 CINCPAC to COMSOPAC Info CTF 61. 17. COMINCH. COUSWPAC . 

Your 162111 negative. Desire TF 18 return PEARL earliest 
date consistent with military situation existing on ar¬ 
rival TF 17. This necessary effect repairs Y/ASP arrange 
future reliefs carrier task forces your area and meet 
logistic problem. Such reassignments of ships between 
Taskforces as required by damage and need for repairs 
authorized. Use planes pilots and material TF 18 to make 
good losses. Present intention return LONG ISLAND to SAN 
DIEGO as soon as her present operations with Marine Air¬ 
craft are completed. Advise date. 

18 1420 CQMINCH to CINCPAC. CTF 8 . COAf'/ESTSEAFRON. Info COMALSEC . 

COM! TJ SE AFRO N. 


This message is from the Joint Chiefs of Staff to Gincpac, 
CTF 8 and Comdg. Gen. Western Defense Command. Greenslade 
pass to DeWitt. Theobald pass to 3uckner. Extra Secret. 
Para one. In view of extremely adverse uhloading condi¬ 
tions TANAGA as set forth by Corataskfor 8 in all despatches 
and further emphasized following recent reconnaissance, 
plan to modify directive for FIREPLACE operation in Cominch 
050003 by substituting ADAK Island for TANAGA Island. 

Para two. In the event that the development of ADAK is 
considered impractica >le by General DeWitt plan to cancel 
operation, ^ara three. Further comment and recommenda¬ 
tion after consultation are desired from adees. 
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18 0646 C0M30PAC to COIISOTBGTPACFOR, HacARTHUR. Info COMIUCH. CINCPAC. 

OTP 61.62.63. 

Handle as most secret. Refer Cincoac 172047 request you (a) 
Station available SS f S CACTUS area vicinity. SAVO Island earliest 
possible, notifying Sopac Task Forces assigned operating area 
and time arrival therein, (b) Intensify reconnaissance caving 
particular attention surface forces moving from RABAUL-GRFEN- 
''IS.’I toward Southern SOLOMONS. (c) Destroy vessels located 
with particular attention carriers and transports. (d) Recon- 
noiter GIZO and destroy forces located. (e) Stand by for call. 

18 0916 C0MS0PAC to GTF 61.62.63.44 Info MacART T TUR. COMINGH. CINCPAC.. 

CI-^AU. CTF 1 1^T6~.~T8~. cg~~ sq ' P ’ ac . * -’-* 

Handle as most secret^, Sonac OnOrder 2-42. Task Organization, 
(a). Taskfor 61 Adm Fletcher combined Taskforces 11 16 18 44 
less detached units. (b). Taskfor 62 RAdm Turner Aranhibforso- 
pac. Task for 63 RAd McCain land based aircraft and natrol 
planes df Sopac area. Para. one. For enemy information see 
Cincpac 172047. No positive info as to presence of carriers 
with hostile force however such presence considered highly 
orobable. Cincsowespac area has been requested to station sub¬ 
marines vicinity SAVO Island, intensify reconnaissance pay¬ 
ing particular attention surface forces moving from RA3AUL- 
GREEN.’ICH toward Southern SOLOMONS, destroy vessels located with 
particular attention carriers and transports, reconnoiter GIZO 
and destroy forces located, and standby for call. Para two. 

This force will defend the CACTUS-RINGBOLT area by destroying 
hostile attack forces. Para three A. Taskfor 61 destroy hos¬ 
tile vessels prior to their arrival in and while in the CACTUS- 
RINGBOLT area. Taskfor 44 join Taskfor 61 soonest possible 
with cruisers AUSTRALIA, HOBART and PHOENDI (delayed) and 3 
destroyers. Para three B. Taskfor 62 defend seized areas 
with Marine expeditionary force. Expedite movement food and 
ammunition into CACTUS RINGBOLT area. 

19 0323 CTF 62 to OPNAITrYtPAC. 


Agree that use of small vessels to carry material and personnel 
CACTU° is an emergency measure only, "'our 180043 see my 162136. 
The immediate need there now is food which must not be delayed 
plan is to use two or three AP’s and AK's for which convoy to 
be unloaded in 12 to 30 hours. Later to transport material via 
one thousand ton lighters and tugs already requested para. As 
soon as practicable propose CTF 62 Con CUB 1 Com Sixth Construc¬ 
tion Battalion your representative and staff members fly CACTUS 
make form plan for all later construction and movements personnel 
and material. Heavy lifts can not be handled CACTUS until 
sectional lighters firmer piers and shore cranes are available. 
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19 2320 C0M30PAC to CCKTASKFOR 61 , 62. 65. Info CINCPAC. COKINCH, 

MAGARTHUR 


Handle as most secret. Prom present estimate expect 
hostile attack in force on Cactus Ringbolt between 20 
and 23 August. Early detection and prompt report to 
all our task forces vital in order that our striking 
forces may attack in time. 

'20 0041 CIKCPAC to COKSOPAC info GTF 61,62,63 SOMSOWBSPAC 

Increased destroyer divisions now associated Bismarck 
Solomons Japanese Mandate areas colon Desdiv 27 of 
Desron 1 plus Domdesrons 2 and 4 paren accompanying 
units not apparent paren indicated Truk area show 
interest in 4th fleet Marshall area. Desdivs 15, 2 
and another unidentified of Desron 3 recently at Davao 
now escorting convoy army troops plus shore air units 
plus 2 CA under Comcrudiv 7 to Truk dash Rabaul area. 

One unit of undetermined size ex Desron 5 will report 
to CinC 8 Fleet for duty soon. Desdiv 4 and 17 ex 
plane guard squadron are now in Bismarck Solomons. 

Above units in most cases may be half or incomplete 
divisions. Some units engaged in escort duty round 
trip anticipated but total represents sizeable Increase 
previous dog dog strength paren Desron 6 plus Desdiv-34 
paren. Sum total estimated 30 - 35 DD. Orange previous 
boasted quote superior night torpedo technique unquote 
May be up for test. Above is ultra secret from Cincpac. 

20 0220 COMSOPAC to CGMINCH infor CINCPAC 


Especially secret your 131422 screening group as whole 
commanded by Rear Admiral Crutchely Royal Navy with 
Australia group In south area. At 2055 L (-11) In 
obedience to signal he left formation and proceeded 
to transport area for conference v/ith Turner on board 
MeCawley conference lasted until 0115 L (-11). Crutchley 
report states "at 2055 I ordered Chicago (BODE) to take 
charge of Australia group and ordered Australia to close 
transports of Squadron X". Riefkohl in charge Vincennes 
group in north area. Ralph Talbot Lieut Comdr. William 
Callahan radar patrol north area. Blue Lieut Comdr H N 
Williams radar patrol south area is not available but 
in preliminary report makes report of aircraft radar con¬ 
tact but no surface vessels. Callahan states maintained 
radar sweeps to seaward with no contacts. Commanding 
officers cruisers consulted state radar ineffective due 
"land locked radar condition". Comment: It is possible 
Jap attack force afirm approached from such direction 
as to minimize land locked effect on their radar baker 

employed RDF from 3avo Island combined with info from 656 

that station re movements our detachment cast or Japs 
have more efficient radar than ours. Will comment further 
regarding radar when more information available. 
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20 0230 C0MS0PAC to COMINCH info OINCPAC 

Most secret. Cominch 181422 paragraphs 116 and 117 
Crutchley report herewith quoted for the hearing they 
have on subject quote 116: It was most disappointing 
that RALPH TALBOT and BLUE failed to detect the enemy 
with radar. Their patrol beats had been arranged clear 
of the land to give warning and avoid interference to 
radar and with an effective contact range of only 12,000 
yards they should have detected an approaching force. 

This failure could be explained by the enemy, having 
detected them from the air, making a circuit to the 
westward and approaching close to the land 6ape ^sperance. 
117: the results of the night action are disappointing 
too, but one must remember that the enemy had very much 
in his favour. He knew that everything he met wa3 bound 
to be an enemy. The aircraft flares, which were excel¬ 
lently placed, had probably silhouetted our forces for 
him. The enemy would have been on tip toe whereas our 
personnel had undergone the strain of 48 hours in the 
combat area closed up'at action stations most of the 
time, had fought three enemy air attacks and has suf- 
ferred the strain of false alarm. It must be admitted 
too that the enemy displayed a very high standard of 
night fighting and were probably more efficient and 
more practised at it than were our forces which were 
assembled together for the first time to carry out this 
operation. Ulnquote. 

20 0310 COMAIRSOPAC to CTF-62 infor COMSOPAC 





Premise your 190323 relative immediate urgency, food to 
watchtower realized and concurred in. However should 
not obscure fact that security supply that area of what¬ 
ever nature dependent largely on local air coverage and 
fighter support. This cannot reasonably be expected to 
continue in any effectiveness longer than few days after 
arrival planes without aviation supplies. Facilities 
and personnel now In W W BURROWS of which only Immedi¬ 
ately necessary portion provided via McFARLAND. Bombs 
and avgas in quantity also required and available in 
Morinda and Kopara which essentials now being all trans¬ 
ferred to latter vessel held in readiness to go. Urge 
that W W BURROWS be routed Cactus to arrive on comple¬ 
tion unloading ALHENA and FORMALHAUT closely followed 
by KOPARA. Believe no cargo in those vessels which can 
not be unloaded Cactus via tank or artillery lighter 
understood available. 
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21 1156 COMSOPAC Info COMINCH CINGPAC COMSWOESPAC CTF 61.62.65 
■ LACARTIIUR 

Handle as most secret. Prom Comsopac info Cominch. 

Cincpac Comtaskfors 61,62,65. Leary pass to MacArthur. 
Operations 21st. Incomplete reports from Guadalcanal 
indicate enemy forces unknown strength well equipped 
machine guns mortars landed during night from two ves¬ 
sels type unidentified. Vessels withdrew before dawn. 

Enemy attacked oxir positions along Tenaru River, fled 
eastward from our bombers. Six APDs unload food GUADAL¬ 
CANAL - TULAGI tonight 21st. Two DBs protect Lunga 
Roads same time. Under protection three DDs and air 
coverage by carrier task forces AK ALHENA arrives Ring¬ 
bolt tomorrow morning with food ammunition. 

25 2241 Cincpac to COMINCH. Info: COMSOPAC. COKGENHAWDEPT . 

Utmost secret. Refer Comsopac 250330. Development of 
situation in Sopac area requires earliest practicable action 
in accordance Comsopac 050730, 050750, Cincpac 062205 of 
August and Cincpac 310215 July. We have made good start 
in our offensive. We have suffered moderate losses and 
damage which can be accepted if replacements already 
requested are immediately sent. Lets not let this of¬ 
fensive die on the vine. Urgency of situation is such 
that immediate replacements should be sent here to replace 
corresponding equipment from Hawaiian area which can be 
sent Sopac. Under above conditions repeat above condi¬ 
tions following planes essential to defense of Hawaiian 
area are ready to move on short notice. 22 Army B17-E 
12 Navy PBY5A all with combat crews. Additionally ready 
50 Army fighter pilots less aircraft. Emmons has copy. 

25 1326 GHORMLEY^Info: COMINCH. CINCPAC. CTF 61 62 63 17 MacARTHUR. 
C0MS0WESPAC. 




Handle as most secret. Operations 25th. Preliminary 
reports indicate enemy forces yesterday and today consisted 
at least 4 groups. 1 consisting 1 B3 some cruisers attacked 
by our carrier air groups some hits. 1 group consisting 
2 large CV's, 4 CA’s 6 CL’s 8 DD’s discovered too late for 
attack. Planes this group believed those which attacked 
our carriers resulting some damage ENTERPRISE. 1 group 
consisting RYUJ0 i CA 2 DD attacked by our B-17 T s and 
SARATOGA air group, set on fire and believed badly damaged 
by latter. Group including BB at 1100 L (-11) today ap¬ 
peared to be retiring to northwest at Lat 04-18 Long 162- 
40. During last night ENTERPRISE and SARATOGA their task 
forces retired to southward to fuel. WASP ordered to sup¬ 
port GUADALCANAL. Some ENTERPRISE Planes to GUADALCANAL. 

(Continued on next page) 658 
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25 1356 (Continued) 


During last night enemy DD's estimated at 7 shelled posi¬ 
tions GUADALCANAL, Strafed by 3 SB’s but no bomb hits. 1 
enemy force consisting unknown number AP’s escorted by 
cruisers and DD’s approached GUADALCANAL from north this 
morning was hit by planes from GUADALCANAL at 0835 L (-11), 

I large AP hit left burning. 1 CA reported hit burning 
fiercely. Later same force was sighted retiring to north. 

AP had been abandoned. GUADALCANAL had air raid O 623 Z 
(GCT) 25 th no renort of results. 

24 2325 CTF 16 to CTF 61 Info CQUSQPAC, CINCPAC, COIiAIRSQPAC. 

This is most secret from Comtaslcforce 16. ENTERPRISE sus¬ 
tained three medium bomb hits three near misses. Following 
out of commission. Number two and three elevators. First 
two wires and first barrier. After half gasoline mains. One 
firemain riser. One damage control riser. Degaussing gear. 
Starboard steering engine. After director. Group three AA 
£uns. Group four ammunition supoly. Following damage. Flight 
deck: along starboard side number three elevator and at port 
after corner lifted two feet. After fifty feet hangar deck 
lifted two feet entire width. One large storeroom at water¬ 
line aft open to sea and flooded but bulkheads holding. 

Prevents maneuvering at high speed. Only small amount of 
rudder being used. Outer plating sprung and slowly leak¬ 
ing port side at stern. Heavy general damage to storerooms 
shops living spaces decks and bulkheads between frames 157 
and 179. Planes on board in commission six VF 21 VSB 3 VT. 

II VSB at CACTUS, Could operate about 50 planes in emergency. 
About eighty dead one hundred wounded. Missing undetermined. 
Large quantity provisions destroyed. Exact extent underwater 
damage not determined, dueling at this time not recommended. 
Propelling machiner-"- not damaged. 

. CTF 61 to 9^-uDPACtInfo CINCPAC, GQMAIRSQPAC CTF 16. 18. 

25 0646 Am directing 5JW?!E} ! (PRIS'^ nroceed on course between ROSES and 

WHITE PO^PY in order fly plane to ROSES with message and * 
await further orders from you. Comtaskfor 16 242325 self 
explanatory. Recommend Taskforce 18 remain in area until 
situation clears and Taskforce 17 joins as soon as practica¬ 
ble on completion fueling tonight local 25 th will croceed to 
join Taskforce 18. Due inconnleteness of last contact reports 
was unable to fix with any decree accuracy position of enemy 
carriers. Convinced R^J-TO very badly damaged and 2 cruisers 
torpedoed and 1 battleship hit by 1000 pound bomb. Estimate 
enemy lost more than 50 Dianes to carrier groups and anti¬ 
aircraft fire. Our plane losses 7. On 25 th dropped 500 
pound bomb on submarine number 425 while diving direct hit 
abaft conning tower believed sunk lat 12-30 South Long 164-15 
East. Also strafed another number 417 same position damaged 
slightly. Still another dived same day lat 12-58 Souths 
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25 0646 (Continued) (from CTF 6l). 

. ■ 

V long. 163-36 East. 2 destroyers dropped many depth charges 

possibly damaged. Sighted 2 more submarines 24 iat 8-30 south 
long 16*2 east. No attacks made. Have kept 18 fighters 6 T3F 
of ENTERPRISE group with personnel to strengthen SARATOGA 
group. Now have little more than complete group on board. 

Will have to provision in 10 days. On morning 24th shot down 
2 twin engine bombers beinp; used as search planes and 1 4-eng¬ 
ine serial 43. Your attention invited my 241014 concerning 
11 S3D and 7 TBF on ENTERPRISE group at CACTUS. In case sur¬ 
face forces are sent from this Taskforce for other operations 
they should come under your direct command as radio silence 
precludes proper command by me. Taskforce 44 plus SALT LAKE 
CITY available. Xinkaid recommends proceed WHITE POPPY. 

25 2205 CINCPAC to COMINCK. info C0L1S0PAC . 

Handle with utmost secrecy. Believe enemy may be capable of 
now attacking FANTAN or STRAW’ but consider such a move impro¬ 
bable because. Afirm. It would leave our strong forces of 
which he is cognizant on his flank. Baker. He is likely to 
consider our carriers more important and prior objectives. 

Cast. Recent battle damage and most difficult logistic problem 
decrease feasibility of such a nroject. My estimate difficulty 
his logistics confirmed by our own experiences to date. No 
enemy tankers have been sighted in area of onerations or to 
eastward. 


26 1812 0QM50PA0 to CTF 16 Info CTF 61 62 63 17 18 COI'INCH CINCPAC. 

Most secret. Your 260639 received. Location hostile forces 
not definitely known. Assume you have received Gincpacs 
260239. Proceed BLEACHER with units now in company passing 
south of FANTAN and if you have not already transferred planes 
and personnel to other carriers for adjustment land at NANDI 
those planes not required for defense PEARL later. Land nec¬ 
essary personnel also at NANDI via destroyer. Upon arrival 
BLEACHER make detailed survey of damage and report via shore 
radio special materials needed to expedite reconditioning at 
Navy Yard. My 260750 modified accordingly. 
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27 1320 OOUINCH to CIITCPAC COMSOPAC Info CQHAIRC: AFT Q GPAC. COI-ISWPAC . 


Para. Comsopac inform MacArthur. Harmon. This is part 1 
Gominch 271320 total 3 parts handle with greatest secrecy. 
Comsopac 250330 para following info from War Dept para War 
Dept will authorize movement from Hawaii of any aircraft con¬ 
sidered by Cincnac as necessary to success of present opera¬ 
tion. Emmons jeing so advised by V. r ar Dept Para Ghormley 
and Harmon already fully authorized shift aircraft in South 
Pacific as deemed expedient by them para Harmon was authorized 
on 9 August to divert any aircraft enroute Australia and use 
them as situation demanded in that area Para Any urgent re¬ 
quest for air reenforcement should be made by Comsopac dii’ect 
to CinC Southwestpacific area who will make every effort toward 
immediate compliance para Recommend advise Comsopac that 
it is impossible to attempt send from US any Army Air reinforce¬ 
ment for this action additional to that indicated in parts 2 
and 3 which are to follow. 

27 1322 Part 2 of above. 

Following are reenforcements for Central and South Pacific 
Areas (This part 2 my 271320) A 1 group of 35 B24 in US being 
prepared for movement 10 Sept. B Crated fighters not ac¬ 
companied by pilots nor crews are now enroute by ships as 
follows. JANE CHRISTIANSEN departed US 11 Auerust with 10 for 
CANTON. CALMARES sailed US 13 August with 2 for TONGA. WM 
WHIPPLE with 28 for NECAL and POMONA with 16 for FIJI left 
US 18 August. PETER SYLVESTER sailed US 20 August with 3 for 
HAWAII and 7 for CHRISTMAS. 8 more for CANTON were shipped 

about 11 August and 12 more for HAWAII were shipped about 22 
August past replacement pilots for 20 single engined fighters 
left by sir from West Coast 26 August destination NEW CALE¬ 
DONIA. Para. Pilots in excess of above still under considera¬ 
tion War Dept this ends part 2 more follows. 

27 1324 Part 3 of above. 

Continuing long message my 271320 this is part 3 which lists 
reenforcements for Southwest Pacific Area. A on 2 4 August 
following with full combat crews were enroute HAWAII to 
AUSTRALIA, 13 B17, 11 325's, 6 DC3 transports. 3 Crated 
fighters, not with crews, are now enroute in ships as follows: 
WILLIAM ELLERY due arrive WELLINGTON 23 August with 33. 

BENJAMIN GOODHUE due 3RISBANE 23 August with 9. JASON LGE 
due Wellington 21 August with 9 . PAYNE WINGATE departed 
United States 27 July with 2. John Steele due WELLINGTON 
25 August with nine. JOSEPH LANE with 17 due WELLINGTON 
September 3. JOHN BAKER ASHE with 14 and ELIHU YALE with 36 
due WELLINGTON September 10. C Following being prepared in 
United States: 18 heavy bombers. 22 medium bombers. 44 
fighters. 13 transports. Para. 3 part message ends. Chief 
of Staff Army informed. 
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27 1026 COLISO PAC to CTF 6l 62 63 Info COLINCH. C0MGEN30PAC. CINCPAC. 
CTF 17. GTG 2.9. kacARTHUR. 


\ Handle as most secret. Based on present situation the fol¬ 

lowing concept of operations is given for your guidance. 

Until the hostile strength and intentions are determined we 
must employ to the utmost our limits land based aircraft 
strength, while improving the CACTUS RINGBOLT position. What 
we wish to achieve is the combination (no matter where 
the enemy may strike) of our shore based aircraft and our 
carrier aircraft against the following targets in order of 
priority: Carriers, transports, battleships, cruisers, 
destroyers. Therefore the carrier task forces should for the 
present operate generally south of latitude 10 degrees south 
unless a promising target is located within striking distance, 
meanwhile covering the movements of supolies and reinforce¬ 
ments into the CACTUS area. Shore and tender based planes 
should continue as extended and intensive search as operating 
limitations permit. If and when reinforcements arrive the 
present limited search operations on the FANTAN STRAW front 
should be amplified. 


27 0350 CQHSOPAC to CINCPAC Info COFAIRFOPAC. CONINCH. 


Cominch most secret 251235 establishes clearly the need for an 
additional patrol plane snuadron at FANTAN and one at STRAW. 

This in addition to reenforcenents previously requested. Patrol 
planes originally based on FANTAN have had to be moved to BUTTON 
to replace losses and planes worn out in present activities. 
Scouting to north of FANTAN dash STRAW now woefully inadequate. 
Comairsopac has this in another system. Also require one 
patrol wing headquarters each FANTAN ONE and WHITE POPPY. 

27 1416 CQHSOPAC to MacARTHUR. CINCPAC. COMINCH. COWUONESPAC. CTF 61 . 

62. 63. 17. CTO 2.9. 


Operations 27th. Handle as most secret. Own surface forces 
no contact with enemy today. Several reports own patrol planes 
show enemy force of 1 B3 6 CA 1 CL 6 DD on various courses 
throughout today in vicinity lat 02-20 south long 161-45 east. 
No report enemy activity CACTUS-RINGBOLT. 

28 1805 CTF 16 to C0M30PAC info CINCPAC COMINCH CGMCARPAC CTF 17.18. 

1. 6l. 62. 63. C0NNEPFQRPAC 7 

Keep this secret. Originate by CTF 16 Action Comsopac info 
CTF’s 61. 62 63 17 IS 1 Cincpac Comserforoac Comcarpac Cominch. 
TF16 proceeding BLEACIPR accordance your 261812. ENTERPRISE 
does not need temporary repairs to reach “NLIRL as stated my 
262137 evidently lost. Ready to proceed after fueling. To 
delay departure until arrival SAN UTAN and WILSON will delay 
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28 1805 JT? 16. (Continued) 

ultimate readiness for action of ENTERPRISE. Request per- 
mission take about 23,000 bbls from IS RHEEM arriving BLEACHER 
31 August. Have sent 14 SBD and 3 TBF to ROSES. No additional 
personnel. Remaining on board 6 VF and 6 SBD. This dispatch 
with ships recort special materials needed being sent BLEACHER 
by plane in advance of arrival. 

28 1026 GHORMLSY to CTF 61. 62. COMINCH, CTF 2.9. COHSQWESPAC, CINCPAC. 

Handle as mos^ secret. No sirhting 28th of enemy surface 
vessels our forces engaged in air reconnaissance to limit of 
range, movement of aviation supplies food and ammunition to 
GUADALCANAL - TULAGI, protection this movement by task forces. 
From Ghormley. Leary pass to MacArthur. 9 P-400’s arrived 
GUADALCANAL 1140 love (minus 11) 27th. Amchibious force 
plans to destroy lap outposts nearby islands during period 
1-3 September. Operations for 28th. 

29 2340 CTF,8.,to CINCPAC. 

Most secret. CTF 8 rerly to Cincpac 280007. My Op Plan 10-42 
mailed 22nd. Plan in general conforms to similar operation 
for original objective outlined in ray 132214. This covers 
operations of 1st phase FIREPLACE project with August 30 as 
Dog day. Covering force of 2 heavy and 1 light cruiser clus 
3 destroyers, escort and transport force consists of 3 trans¬ 
ports escorted by 2 CL’s and 7 destroyers, tug and lighter 
group screened by 3 destroyers, TEAL, 2 Canadian Corvettes 
now proceeding. Landing commences about 0700 W (plus 10). 

Will support subsidiary landing TANAGA and ATKA. Intermediate 
phases of FIREPLACE troop and cargo movements obligate all 
forces for continuous cov rage and escort until end of October. 
Estimate that final consolidation FIREPLACE positions will 
not be accoraolished until end of year at earliest. Required 
naval sunnort later chases can not now be predicted. Motor 
torpedo boats will arrive FIREPLACE about 6 September. When 
defensive situation warrants intend MTB attack on KISEA and 
submarines and air will resume full offensive. When field 
bomb ors is ready at FIREPLACE consideration must be given to 
surface ship overhaul and uckeep after 5 months then of in¬ 
tensive operation here immediately following many months 
similar operations to southward. ST. LOUIS boilers LOUISVILLE 
guns urgent but all ships need attention which operations to 
date have largely crevented. 
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30 1010 FORRESTAL to BECNAV, COMINCH, SEC V GATES. Info CINCPAO . 

Handle most secret not to be decoded by other than ad¬ 
dressees beyond this point. From Undersecnav to Secnav Asst 
Feey Gates and Cominch for action transmitted by Gomsopac. 

Quote in my judgement steady flow aircraft replacement 
especially fighters for CACTU° imperative if position is to be 
held. Have particular reference to planes sufficient ceiling 
intercept high altitude bombers. Best for this purpose is 
P-38. Gomgensopac has asked for 2 souadrons this type and I 
hope his request will be granted. Sending similar message 
Lovett Forrestal. 

i 

29 1113 0 QMS OP AC to Info CINCPAC. COMINCH. COIvISOV/EFPAC. CTF 61 62 63 
GTG 2.9, MacARTHUR. 

Operations 29th. Handle as most secret. At GUADALCANAL 
evening 28th 2 GBD’s sighted and attacked 3 large DD's 1 small 
DD bearing 355 course 180 distance 70 miles from GUADALCANAL. 
Hit 1 small DD. 1800 L (-11) 28th 11 SBD’s attacked same 
target then 15 miles north NAMCS Island. 2 large DD’s hit. 

1 blew up sank. Other hit amidship burning fiercely when 
last seen. Small DD previously hit was low in water trail¬ 
ing oil smoking. DD’s had considerable gear on deck. 1 plane 
failed return. 

29 1442 COKSOPAC to CTF 6l info CINCPAC. CTF 62. 17. 18. 63. 

Handle as most secret. Retire 1 carrier task force to "/HITE 
POPPY to arrive forenoon Wednesday 2 September for fuel and 
provisions. Proceed by route to East of POPPY passing well 
clear of EFATS and within 50 miles of MARE ISLAND to avoid 
possible interference by units enroute POPPY-BUTTON. Commander 
of entering group fly 1 plane to BUTTON or ROSES when practica¬ 
ble to inform me composition entering group. Arrangements 
for entry and logistics by separate dispatch. Will start 2 
fleet tankers on Manday to Taskforces remaining on station 
after loading on them provisions as practicable. Rendezvous 
for fueling to be designated later. 

28 2355 CTF 16 to CTF 61 info COliSQPAC. 00MAIRSQPAC. COMCaRPAC Adm, . 

From CTF 16 this is a retransmission my 260239 which apparently 
was lost. Additional information. Launched all flyaole planes 
prior to attack of 35 bombers (approximately). Gasoline sys¬ 
tem drained and COg blanket around tanks and in piping._ Ap¬ 
proximately 25 tons of paint removed since leaving PEARL. 

Damage due to fires would have been much more extensive had 
this not been done. Lotal bag VF 6 in this action 29 enemy 
planes. ENTERPRISE aircraft losses 3 VF 2 V5B 3 VTB of which 2 
VF and 2 VTB believed lost in action remainder landed in water 
our of gas. All personnel recovered 1 VF 2 VSB 1 VTB. Pilot 

(Continued on next page) 604 










mmmm 



AUGUST (GOT) 

28 2355 CTF 16. (Continued. 

losses 2 VG 2 VT3. Free gunner losses 4. Planes now on 
board in commission 6 VF 20 VSB 3 VT3. Your 250656 7 T3F 
directed to land CACTUS returned to land on ENTERPRISE and 
SARATOGA that night. Oincpac 231917 following transferred 
to ROSES. Photographic F4F-7. Radio transmitter and 
receivo* coils for TBF planes. Also pay accounts for all 
ENTERPRISE personnel remaining on SARATOGA and at CACTUS. 

•31 0242 COMBO PAG„ to CTF 16 17 18 63 Info GINCPAC. COMINCH CTF 62. 

From Comsopacfor to CTF 16 17 18 63 for Action unfo Cominch 
Oincpac CTF 62. Item assume the following: Afirm. That 
Task force 18 is retiring toward 7/HITE POPPY for provisions. 
3aker. That TF 11 is retiring southeastward with SARATOGA 
at reduced speed. Cast. That CTF 17 has instructions to 
contact oilers at grid posit George 6093 designated (Grid 
position is 165-00 east 14-15 south) my 300542 for fueling 
morning 2 September. On basis of the above assumptions the 
following directives are issued subjected to modification by 
TF commanders as required by circumstances at variance with 
assumptions. Afirm. SARATOGA group proceed to BLEACHER by 
route passing approximately 100 miles east of BUTTON and 
ROSES and south of FANTAN. Baker. Comsirsopac arrange all 
possible air coverage by land based planes along route. Cast, 
TF 18 cover retirement of SARATOGA until south of lat 20 
degrees then proceed ’'.'HITE POPPY in accordance with previous 
instructions advising me as soon as practicable composition 
entering group and eta. Dog NAVA-TO with LAFFEV will be dir¬ 
ected proceed to point 100 miles due east of second channel 
ESPIRITU SANTO ETA that point 100 L(-ll) 1 September thence 
on course 330 speed of advance 13 until joining SARATOGA. 

Easy. CIUUARR0N and GUADALUPE with escorts will be directed 
to proceed to point 50 miles due east of ROSES thence course 
about 350 to new fueling rendezvous for TF 17 in position 
lat 13-15 south long 168-35 east to arrive that position 
about 8 hours L(-ll) 2 September. CTF 61 contact and retain 
one oiler for use with SARATOGA group if desired. 
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28 12AO POKPTSH to CINCPAC. CCNSOPAC 


Info CJOU90W28PAC70R. 


Following greatest secrecy from MacArthur to War Dept is 
quoted for info and comment. Indications that enemy is 
preparing attrck against NEW GUINEA. Evidence is accumulat¬ 
ing that he contemnlates a stroke here under cover of 
F0L0MQN Islands operations, ’y cosition exposed due to 
absence of Southwest Pacific Naval Forces which are operat¬ 
ing under South Pacific Area command. Enemy completely 
controls sea approaches to NEW GUINEA and when adverse 
weather hampers our air activities he can have transports 
directly into MILNE Gay. Unless I am afforded naval sup¬ 
port my situation will immediately become critical if 
strong infiltration continues or if a major movement eventuates 
I have been moving the maximum number of troops I can 
transport and supply with my shipping resources into NEW 
GUINEA as rapidly as possible. In order to secure my 
position I suggest that the added mission of covering the 
MILNE Bay area be given to GHORMLEY. 


29 0310 C0MS0PAC to COM INCH. CINCPAC. info NACARTHUR, GO 70PAC. OOUSWPA C 


Most secret. lieference Cominch 281240. I am now forced to 
retire my carrier task forces in succession to reprovision. 

My remaining strength is needed to cover the movement of 
supplies and personnel into CACTUS necessary to strengthen 
that position. When the 7th Marines are embarked and if the 
situation then permits I intend to seize NDENI, the occupa¬ 
tion of which-and the establishment of an airfield thereon 
will greatly strengthen my position. This operation will 
reauire the close support of the carrier task forces. The 
increasing of our strength at CACTUS, and the inauguration of 
pressure up the SALOMONS when I have the means, together 
with the carrier task forces in )eing on the flank of any 
hostile attack on AUSTRALIA is a greater contribution to 
MacARTHURS assistance than any sacrifice move at this time of 
carriers to the MILNE Bay area. Until the strength of the 
hostile main effort is determined and it has been committed 
to a definite line of action I should keep my carrier task 
forces centrally located prepared to operate anywhere on the 
front SAMOA MILNE Bay. This means that for the present hostile 
infiltration tactics and the initial shock of a hostile main 
effort may have to be borne by ground troops and land cased 
aviation. Land based aviation attack against Japanese 
infiltration moves should extract a constant toll of trans¬ 
ports and escorting combatant ships which the Japanese can- 
^ ' not long sustain. Should Japanese repeat Japanese carrier 

supported main forces move to attack, our land based aviation 
should be able to equalize the opnosing carrier strength. In 
short it is hoped that the resolute use of our defensive 
J positions and land based aviation may create a favoracle situa¬ 

tion wherein I can decisively employ the carrier task forces, 
whether on my extended front or to the westward. It is hoped 
that my freedom of action will not be circumscribed be 
restrictive tasks or missions. 6.66 
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' 27 0411 COMAIRGOPAC to COySQPAC Info Comgensopac . 

Your 230424. Any augmentation of air units this theater RNZAF 
or American heartily concurred in. Proposal to transfer air- 
craft from 6 American snuadrons to RNZAE squadrons with re¬ 
sultant withdrawal of American units thereby deprived of air¬ 
craft unsound. No eaonomy of aircraft resuits. Continuation 
of American squadr ns already experienced in specialized opera¬ 
tions this theater as well as attrition replacement of bagicacp 
trained American combat crews celieved essential to success. 
Coordination of Army Navy air units procedure sufficiently 
difficult. That of foreign units would present an impossible 
situation. Previous recommenegations relative equipment 
RNZAF units made on a basis of better distribution lend lease 
material allocated Great Britain such that South Pacific would 
share therein and actual aid potential reinforcement by NE;7 
ZEALAND units be available. Unless aviation supply situation 
radically changes for better all combat aircraft this area 
required for combat not training. Unqualifiedly opposed to 
proposal which is not only swapping horses but swapping streams. 

30 2123 CC^AlC ~to COYSOPAG info C0HIN0H. C01LGV/PACF0D. 

30 W LS^ 

Utmost secrecy. Cominch 204446—as soon as your oprations 
in progress permit turn over to operational control Comso- 
wespaefor necessary vessels to provide support MILNE Bay opera¬ 
tions. Advise. Leary pass to MacArthur. 

31 0845 COMSQPAC to CIUCPAC. 

Enemy sightings have indicated possible employment of screen¬ 
ing force in area to 4 degrees south of equator between 159 
and 163 east. Ultra secret from Comsooac. Suggest for your 
consideration the possibility of employing SB’s profitably 
that general area within next week or ten days. 

31 1046 GHORMLEY to CINGPAC. COMINCH. GTE 61 62 63. 

Operations 31st. Handle as most secret. In air engagement 1145 
L(-ll) 13 enemy lost 5 zeros to P-400’s and 3 zeros to F4E’s. 

Our losses 4 ’-400*5 3 pilots missing. 19 P4 and 12 SBD’s ar¬ 
rived GUADALCANAL from BUTTON 1440 L(-ll) 305h. 18 bombers at¬ 

tacked our ships at KUKUM at 1500 L(-ll) 30th. CATIIOUN sunk 
by estimated 3 hits after part of ship from 1500 feet. 45 
enlisted unaccounted for. Some may be at GUADALCANAL. Evening 
patrol from GUADALCANAL sighted 2 cruisers and destroyers 20 
miles north RUSSELL ISLANDS course 090 at 1745 L(-ll) 30th. No 
report from 5 SBD’s which went after them. Little dropped 
depth chartes on SS at 1630 L(-ll) 30th. Believed sunk. SARA¬ 
TOGA reports being torpedoed Lat 10-25 ^outh Dong 164-26 East. 

No further report from her. Have sent NAVAJO to assist. Leary 
pass to MacArthur. 
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31 0930 CTF 61 to C0MS0PAC Info Cl NO?AC COHAIRSQPAC CTF 17 18 . 

This is part 1 of 2 parts of CTF 61 msg 310930. Your 
3102^2 SARATOGA 0700 M (-12) Posit Tuesday Lat 12 43 South 
Long 167 13 East. Proceeding 14 knots under own power. 

At present NAVAJO not required but will intercept and have 
her standby. Ships now in company SARATOGA KINNESPOLIS 
NEW ORLEANS ATLANTA PHELPS MACDONOUGH FARRAGUT 'WORDEN DEWEY 
GRAYSON. MONSSEN remained behind to attack submarine. Re¬ 
quest she be info rated my movements. AUSTRALIA HOBART 
SELFRIDGE with NOYES. NORTH CAROLINA PHOENIX PATTERSON HAG- 
LEY with MURRAY. Your assumptions A 3 and C absolutely cor¬ 
rect. Request you designate rendezvous September 2 nd for 
this force and tanker with our mail. Sent 20 VSB and 9 VTB to 
HJTTON 3 more VTB flying in Tuesday morning. Have 36 VF on 
board. Till await your instructions on where and how many to 
fly off. Have enough provisions to last until 10 th on re¬ 
duced rations. Recommend 2 cruisers and 4 destroyers ac¬ 
company SARATOGA. End of part 1. 

31 0931 Part 2 of a cove . 

This is the 2nd and last part CTF 6 l msg 310930. Subsequent 
examinations SARATOGA indicate all 4 shafts in good order. 
Proceeding at 14 knots on units A and C. Complete bushing 
and switching assembly on unit 3 burned. Other 3 assemblies 
damaged by arcing A and require thorough examination and 
test urior departure Sopac area. Number 15 fireroom and 14 
outboard tanks and voids flooded.. Number 13 fireroom leak¬ 
ing but under control. Flushing pump and torpedo compressor 
room (Compartment C- 601 E) and storeroom D-305A also partially 
flooded but under control. 
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June 23 



Adniral ITinitz returned from an Inspection of Palnyra 
and Immediately approved Contaskfor 8*3 general plan noted on 
the 22d. He also agrees with Comta3kfor 8 that, due to sending 
troops to Home by air, there is no need for his main body to 
escort the reinforcement supply ships except two DD for each 
AP. 


The 2d Regiment, reenforced, of the Amphibious Corps 
will be ready to sail on the 24th on 24 hours’ notice. This 
is in response to Cominch directive that it should be ready to 
move quickly to the South Pacific. A decision on its move will 
be made shortly. There is now under consideration a plan by 

O which a detachment of the eastern fleet including at least 2 

CV would seize and occupy Timor or other suitable place at the 
same time a U.S. task force with at least 2 CV would operate 
to seize and occupy Tulagi. The target date i3 August 1st. 

Except for Taskfor 8 In Alaska and Taskfor 11 enroute 
Kidway, own forces are in port resting, training, and refitting. 



Cincpac 240315 indicates the desire to use Noumea for 
CV task forces. The STJKNER will probably have to survey the 3.E. 
area inside the reef as her next job. She can be released from 
work in the Straw area any time. 


Cornsopac 232230 still does not like the idea of with¬ 
drawing New Zealand troops from Fantan. 



There i3 no further news of the er.emy. His major 
forces are believed to be operating north of Latitude 35°. A 
gues3 is that there Is an occupation force at Kiska and Attu 
covered by a force operating to the N.E. of the Kuriles. 


June 24. 


A preliminary scheme for carrying out the Idea noted 
yesterday for TULAGI operation was received from Cominch and 
Is attached. In that a directive for this operation will be 
sent later from Cominch the close examination of the development 
of the selected course Is deferred. It would appear that there 
will be difficulty in (l) getting the marine souadrons carrier 
trained, (2) getting a field where they can ope’rate. The troops 
seem adequate. Because of air difficulty It may not be possible 
to meet the August 1st date. 

Own forces continue to rest and train, except the 
SARATOGA group which arrives at KIDWAY tomorrow, and TF-8 In 
, ALASKA. There is no news from the latter. ^ 
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June 24 (Cont'd) 

The S-27 grounded at AKCHITKA ISLAND Aleutians and 
is probably a total loss. 

A new set-up for TP commanders was placed in effect. 
Rear Admiral Kincaid will act as commander of TP-17 until the 
return of Vice Admiral Halsey. 

The GENERAL GORGAS has reported that she was attached 
three times by a sub in the Eastern Alaska Bay. It has been 
known for several weeks that Jap subs are operating in Alaskan 
waters. There is nothing new from the enemy. 

June 25. 


Our forces continue rest, training, and preparation 
for further operations. TF-8 in Alaska is still quiet. 

The problem of the proposed offensive in the SOLOUOKS- 
BISMAECK area continues to receive careful consideration and 
study. While no decision can be reached until Cominch sends 
CinCPac a directive, active preparations for the operations 
are underway. Cominch has directed that two CV groups be made 
and kept ready on 12 hours notice. (Utmost Secret 251840 
attached). The 2nd Marine Regiment is on 24 hours notice. 

There seem3 no urgency in sending out the task forces except 
for the desirability of having more strength Immediately 
available in the south than Is there now. 

An army flight of three B-24s took off from OAHU this 
morning for Midway. They will fuel there and then go to 
bomb WAKE. The present schedule calls for their arrival at 
the target about dusk tomorrow. 

There is still no real evidence of enemy intentions. 

He i 3 known to be in Kiska and Attu. His submarines are 
active in the HE Pacific. There are indications that the 
Rabaul Area is being reinforced. 

The mining at BLEACHER has been completed. CinCPac 
recommended that a CUB be sent to FULCRUM. 

The Intelligence Center, Pacific Ocean Areas was 
established today at Pearl. Com-14 will administer the 
Center, but CinCPac will retain operational control. \J. 


670 











June 2Gth. 



Discu 33 ion 3 continued concerning plans for the 
offensive in the SOLOMON - BISMARK AREA. Our forces 
except TP 11 and 8 continue rest, training, and refit- 
Ing. The SARATOGA group has delivered the army and 
Marine Planes at MIDWAY. There is no further word of 
importance from the ALEUTIANS. 

In his 270302 General McArthur gives information 
on his command, and ComAirSoPac 260105 gives his views 
of air requirements for his command. 

The Air search for survivors at MIDWAY has ended 
and PBY '3 so employed will be returned to PEARL. 

There is no significant information of the enemy. 


June 27th. 


In a most secret message to Cominch (attached) 

Cincpac gave his plans for the employment of the Amphibious 
regiment and Marine air and air in Sopac. While the of¬ 
fensive in the SWPac is still under discussion all combat 
task forces, except TF8, are training, resting J and refitting 
as before. There is no significant news from the ALEUTIANS. 

An Army flight of three LB30s bombed WAKE by moon¬ 
light. Good results are reported. 

One CUB is to be moved to FULCRUM during July. 
Comairsopac says that three bomber landing fields could be 
built at ES^IRITO SANTO. 

TF8 now has 32 VP conducting search operations. Be¬ 
cause of operational losses he wants 18 more now. He also 
has need for one U engine seaplane. The S-34 was damaged 
by depth charges and bottoming and must go to a Navy Yard 
for repairs. Since the S-27 cannot be salvaged she will 
be destroyed. 

News of the enemy indicates nothing very important. 

In his 270735 Com SWPac rives an estimate of enemy ground 
strength in the SOLOMONS - BISMARK area. i c r 
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June 28 


As a result of deliberations extending over several 
days Cincpac 290409 and 290525 were sent. 

There have been no change in own forces during the 
day. TF 8 continues to remain silent, except to say that he 
plans to employ submarines in extreme NW Pacific and in the 
western Bering Sea. 

It is now planned to increase the SoPac PBYs to a 
total of thirty. 

There is nothing new from the enemy. 

June 29 th. 


Admiral Nimitz and Captain McCormick left today for 
a conference on the west coast with Admiral King. Various 
phases of current and projected operations will be discussed. 

It ha3 been decided to send TF 11, 10 and the 
2nd Marineto the South Pacific next week. They will 
rendezvous on the equator and then pass to Admiral Ghormley 
for operational control. Rear Admiral Fletcher will be in 
tactical command. 


As a result of Coninch despatch attached, the 
whole matter of the ALEUTIAN situation is again under review. 
Briefly the situation today is that the Amy is not &&& now 
prepared to move in and garrison KISKA as they would need 
strong intermediate points between there and DUTCH HARBOR. 
Occupation under present circumstances would, in Coninch opinion, 
create an opportunity for enemy attrition which we now have. TF 8 
in hi 3 300215 say3 that he needs reinforcements to proceed 
successfully. In view of Cominch despatch no CVs or raiders 
will be 3ent to TF 8. 


Comairsoupac 280830 deals with NOUMEA as a possible 
CV anchorage. The Sumner loaves SAMOA on the 1st for NOUMEA 
to further investigate the harbor. 

It now seems definite that a withdrawal of enemy 
surface forces from the North Pacific Area is underway. The extent 
of the move i3 not yet known. It seems probable that considerable 
reinforcements are enroute to the SOUTH PACIFIC. 


The plans section has an estimate underway for an 
offensive in the BISMaRK - SOLOMONS AREA. Lacking Cominch 
Directive any 3uch estimate must be rather indefinite. 
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June 30. 





Admiral Nimitiz’s plane crashed on landing at Alameda. 
The Admiral was slightly injured. 

The attached despatches, CinCPac 272341, 

302145, 010159, Comgen STRAW 292015, Gomsopac 300600 are noted 
as indicating preliminary marine plans for the offensive. 

CinCPac 290409, 302359 and Comalaska 300215 and Cominch 
291810 give the present Alaskan situation. In absence of Ad¬ 
miral llimitz, the Chief of Staff feels that no action is appro¬ 
priate here and that it Is a matter for conversations between 
Admirals Nimitz and King. 

Rear Admiral Fletcher has assumed command of TF-11 and 
that force will proceed to the South Pacific, a3 previously 
mentioned, on July 5th. TF-1G and 17 will continue training 
at Pearl for the present. 

In his 302010 Commander Amphibious r orce Pacific says 
that the Marines now desired for employment in the Southwest 
Pacific require* training and rehersal before ready for the 
offensive. They will not have time for that If they are to be 
ready August 1st. 

The project to place a landing mat on Tern Island, 
French Frigate Shoal, has been apnroved by Cominch and the 
time estimate is roughly three months. Thi3 project will 
permit VF to fly to Midway. 

Johnston Island can now be used for VF and the initial 
planes are now desired. 

Enemy submarines continue to be reported in the North 
and Central Areas but have done no damage. On the other hand, 
we have indications that Japan has resorted to much larger 
employment of convoys a3 a result of oxir sub activities. 

There Is no change in enemy dispositions worth noting. 
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30 0215 C OKA LA SEC TO 0 INC PAG , COM 14 






This is GTP 8 estimate on answer to Cincpac 290409. 

Air operations to date have shown that landing opera¬ 
tions at Kiska and Attn "both are beyond effective air 
support from any existing air field. The number of 
days required to effect seizure and destroy enemy 
installations or to capture and consolidate position 
Asho is permanent occupation decided upon cannot be 
foreseen. For either type of operation ships should 
remain in close support until operations ashore are 
fully completed. Enemy surface forces including car¬ 
riers may arrive to dispute sea control before with¬ 
drawal of our force is desirable. Without own carriers 
our surface forces from the beginning will be devoid 
of defensive fighter support and must suffer serious 
damage from enemy air forces in Attu-Iiiska area plus 
enemy air forces available from Paramushiro and car¬ 
riers. Without carrier support damage and losses to 
ships and troops will probably more than negative any 
gain that can be envisaged from destruction of enemy 
shore establishments. With strong carrier support 
temporary seizure of Kiska and Attu to destroy enemy 
forces installations and supplies considered feasible 
and desirable. In view of mutual air support afforded 
each other by two enemy bases they should be attacked 
simultaneously which consideration requires further 
increase in strength of supporting forces. Continued 
occupation by us appears highly undesirable at this 
time. Required logistic support would create very 
vtilnerable line of communication. Loss of supply ships 
and obligation of large naval force two protect the 
line would be inevitable. Believe Japs can be made to 
see that continued occupation by them is too costly. 
Offensive operation gives us full initiative in timing 
of attacks. Carrier planes can operate if on the spot 
taking advantage of even short breaks in the local 
weather. Patrol planes operating from tender at Adak 
could give scouting coverage. Enemy may be counted on 
to rush carriers to support surface force action. 
Strongly recommend attacks on two islands be made 
simultaneously and be undertaken only when stron car¬ 
rier and heavy cruiser support is avilable. 
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28 0830 


CCI.IAIR30PAC TO CINCPAC INFO 


COMSCPAC 




29 1810 


An supplementing my letter to you. My 270655. In 
light my conversation with Ghormley. 2 carriers can 
be berthed Great Roads Houmea which is best protected, 
anchorage. With most if not all supporting light 
forces. 1 carrier group can be based Plaines Des 
Gaiaes Field and 2nd group at Kommac Field both on 
west coast POPPY former abotit 100 miles and latter 
200 miles northwest Houmea. Latter affords no dis¬ 
persal. Is exposed and unprotected by AA guns and 
boasts poor communications but is serviceable. No 
housing or messing facilities exist for flight crews 
or service units. Either prefabricated Rousing must 
be provided including galley and mess equipment no 
complete advance base equipment similar to that for 
VP squadrons brought. Tontouia Field being reworked 
and not in commission until about 1 September. 

COMINCH TO CINCPAC INFO CTF-8 





Operations in South Pacific expected to require the 
use of 6 APDS and raider battalion. This In answer 
to your 290409. Para 2, in general, permanent estab¬ 
lishments in Kiska, Amchitka and Attu must be preceded 
by preliminary establishments in Atka and Adak. Army 
i 3 not now prepared to provide forces and equipment, 
in particular aircraft, for projecting establishments 
thi 3 far west in the Aleutians. Further we are not 
prepared at this time to support such projected 
establisjjients. Our occupation of the western Aleutians 
would inevitably bring about strong counter measures 
by the Japanese this would probably necessitate the 
support of our Fleet forces including carriers In a 
strength that would not fit in with °outh Pacific 
operation. Para 3, consider one raider battalion, 
even supported by additional troops on cruisers, prob¬ 
ably insufficient for this proposed operations. Para 4, 
occupation of Kiska by either side presents opportun¬ 
ities to other side for profitable attrition tactics. 

If improvement of conditions now warrants the project¬ 
ion of landing forces to Kiska even more would raids 
appear to be in order. Para 5, surface force opera¬ 
tions in immediate vicinity of Kiska harbor may now 
call for use' of fast minesweepers. Para 6, request 
advice of specific operations contemplated. 
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JUN 194-2 




29 0409 CINCPAC to COMINCH Info CTF 8 


Believe more aggressive action your 281635 practicable 
in near future v/ith means now available for those to 
be supplied in accordance proposals to follow and 
also because indications today that enemy carrier 
strength is in or near OMINATO and other strength 
units are estimated to be retired between OMINATO and 
PARAMUSHIRO x Para X Our modern submarines are just 
beginning to arrive X I expect to reenforce patrol 
nlane strength from Replpatronsnac X Request you 
urge army to add to their long range air which can 
be brought to bear X Para X On assumption that Army 
is prepared to take over KISKA and ATTU after they 
are recaptured and will occupy and construct airfield 
on AMCHITKA I pronose send the Second Raider Battalion 
to act as assault troops and nronose add thier four 
APDs and VINCENNES to Theobalds Force. 


29 0525 CINCPAC to COMINCH Info CTF 8 




Part 2 of dispatch 290409 from Cincpac, These ships 
would be withdrawn from Southern Expedition and latter 
would be relieved in Taskfor 18 by SALT LAKE CITY. If 
Raider Battalion considered insufficient for landing 
there will be room in cruisers and destroyers for Army 
troops for landing after raiders have obtained beach 
head. Para. Believe that weather conditions make 
inadvisable risk carriers or LONG ISLAND that area and 
latter urgently needed for training carrier pilots. 
Consider shore based air though unsuitable for close 
support of landing can supply on selected days suf¬ 
ficient for success of expedition provided no carrier 
opposition encountered. Para. Experience with PTs 
convinces that due to frailty short range and poor 
habitability they are unsuitable for suggested use. 
Para. Request your comments. 
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JUi: GOT 

30 2010 CTP 3 TO CINCPAC. 


Your 300015 2nd Marine Regiment reenforced is combat 
loaded but is not repeat not prepared for offensive 
operations without rehearsal of specific operation 
contemplated in locality approximating conditions 
expected to be encountered. 


30 2359 



CirCPAC TO CTP 6 I1IP0 OCMINCH . 

Your 30215 in view Coninch 291810 carriers and raider 
battalion will not be sent you. Request summary your 
contemplated operations. Do these require use DM5. 
Can make four available if 'urgently needed. 
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02 0150 



C0MTASKF0R 8 of July'42 

Till3 from CoinTaskFor 0 In answer to Gincpac 302359. 

Present plans of operation continues scouting against enemy 
advance In ALEUTIAN-ALASKA PENINSULA and against NOME with 
army air striking force disposed to attack located enemies 
in both area3. Continues bombing attacks on KISKA. 

Submarine plan stations 1 in PARAMUSHIRU-KURILE AREA 1 on 
PARAMUSHIRU - ATTU line 2 at ATTU, 2 at KISKA others in 
mid-Aleutians with 4 old submarines in UMNAK, DUTCH HARBOR 
AREA. All ordered to scout and take strong offensive action. 
Destroyers convoy and air provide close In coverage for army 
transports to NOME. Destroyers escort other transports and 
auxllliaries. Main body to exploit any opportunity for 
attrition attacks on detached enemy units. No enemy surface 
forces located outside KISKA-ATTU AREA since June 12th. 

Now appears probable thatair action in first week of 
campaign and results of MIDWAY VICTORY plus our western 
air striking concentration has discouraged for the present 
enemy advance east of KISKA. If campaign to date has 
restricted enemy to seizure of 2 barren islands the nearest 
575 miles from UMNAK submit that ALASKAN CAMPAIGN to 
date has successfully executed plan contained your Oplan 
20-42 In defending against enemy advance on vital postions 
in ALEUTIAN-ALASKAN AREA. Major test of the situation here 
will come when Japanese next know that our main forces in 
HAWAIIAN AREA are too far removed to flank their advance 
through ADAK and ATKA on UMNAK DUTCH HARBOR COLD 3AY AREA. 
Enemy position in the occupation at KISIUi can be rendered 
unprofitable when ever carriers and troops can be made 
available here for commando attack. Believe present 
operating plans require all that my forces are capable of 
accomplishing. Do not need dog mike sails at this time. 

To date enemy lias not mined waters used by our forces 

28 4584 GENERAL MARSHALL of June'42 


Cominch file A1G-3(00177) dated 12 March, 1942 Joint Basic 
Plan for occupation and defense of Bl:iACHER, contains pro¬ 
visions vhereby Navy Department provides necessary personnel, 
material and equipment necessary for construction land plane 
baseBleacher. Commanding General reports arrival constructio! 
personnel representing Department Engineer Hawaii. Also 
reports department Engineer has certain Amy construction 
equipment now at San Francisco earmarked for BLEACHER and 
requests that it be siiipped. He also recommends that 
construction this field bo joint task under supervision 
Hawaiian Department Engineer. It i3 desired that you in 
cooperation with CincPac determine single Agency responsible 
for supply of personnel, material and equipment for this 
entire project and notify War Department of your joint 
agreement. This necessary In order to eliminate confusion 
and duplication of effertH Commanding General BLEaCHERp Q 
being furnished paraphrase copy this rado. Cominch b fo 
concurs in above. Pass this radio Cincpac. 
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02 1928 CIKCPAC TO CCMSOPAC (Continued) 

FLORIDA Island. (g) Negatives and 10 contact prints 
of Stereo pairs all landing beaches FLORIDA TULAGI 
and GAVUTU Islands. (h) Written report by Intelligence 
Officers attached 1st MarDlv of visual air reconnais¬ 
sance by them of FLORIDA and TULAGI supplemented by all 
possible local information they can obtain from Australian 
and Hew Zealand authorities. 

2. Request also you endeavor assemble LONGBOW by 15 July 
several ship pilots familiar with waters around FLORIDA 
Island and several guides familiar with terrain and 
trails on FLORIDA and TULAGI suggest contact Burns Philip 
Company and Lever Pacific Ltd. as possible sources. 

02 2025 VICE CPHAV TO COK-3. COH-12 

CinCPac 260019 requests priority transfer 1 construction 
battalion of C U B Humber 1 to duty base FULCRUM. Com-8 
effect transfer 6th Construction Battalion consisting of 
17 officers 1071 men to Ccm-12 v/ho will arrange FFT. 

Com-12 notify Com-8 date and place embarbation. 
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02 0031 comgeh sai.:ca to coi.iairsopac 

STRAWBOARD now ready for 1 six plane VS squadron 
completely equipped and self sustaining. Should bring 
tents cots bedding and field equipment until better 
facilities constructed. Can mess initially with 
Naval administrative unit. Because of many calls for 
utility service should have at least 2 preferably 4 
J2F5 additional. Increased demands STRAWHAT and nan 
and considerations essential training make duties 
squadron VSD-14 as at present necessitating division 
of squadron unreasonably onerous. Fulltime service 
of 12 plane squadron at HAT also considered essential. 
Copy to CO STRAWBOARD by nail. 

02 0453 ALUSNA WELLINGTON TC COMSOPAC (COMSOPAC TO CINCPAC) 

CinCPac 230305 passed to General Horley who notified 
HZ Govt. Prime minister replies he passed info to 
High Commissioner for Western Pacific who has juris¬ 
diction over FAHRIHG Island. Only connection HE?/ 

ZEALAND had with FANNING was through small defense 
force put there now relieved by U.S. 

02 1351 VICE OPHAV TO COMTASKFOR 3 VIA COHALSEC 

Anglo Soviet recognition system provides signals your 
290048 and 300005. Status distribution to Russian 
forces has been requested. Has ASRS been distributed 
your forces. See my 091240 June Easegram. 

02 1928 CINCPAC TO COi oOPAC 

CinCPac (Admin) oass by hand to CTF-11. On recommenda¬ 
tion Rear Admiral Turner desire following be obtained 
for delivery to him at LONGBOW by about 15 July. (a) 
Charts and sailing directions showing FLORIDA-TULAGI- 
GUADALCAKAL and NDENI Islands and approaches with 
information obtained from Australian authorities which 
Is not shown in U.S. publications. (b) Topographical 
maps of same. (c) Information as to airfields and 
possible sites for airfields. (d) Eest information on 
strength, dispositions and defensive installations of 
Jan Ground, air and Naval forces in SOLOMONS particularly 
FLORIDA and TULAGI. (e) Negatives and 10 contact prints 

of overlapping reconnaissance strips of FLORIDA and 
TULAGI Islands scale 1 to 20,000. (f) Flat obliques to 

largest possible scale of north and south coasts of 
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02 0334 C0M50PACF0R TO OPNAV INFO CINCPAC 
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o 

02 22320 


Comsopac Ccnseronsopac C 0 first port embarkation 
FULCRUM in complete accord on policy for logistic 
maintenance South Pacific Area. Recommend Opnav 
and SOS Army promulgate following directive to all 
forces South Pacific Area quote Consopac will assume 
responsibility for logistic support all U S Forces 
in Sopac area as quickly as shipping becomes avail¬ 
able to meet requirements. Upon notification that 
Comsopac has assumed logistic responsibility FULCRUM 
will undertake automatic supply all fresh and frozen 
provisions for all bases no requisitions required. 
Dry provisions all bases less STRAW submit data port 
of embarkation San Francisco for automatic supply. 
STRAW same data to Comserforsubcom San Francisco. 
Comserforpac will be source supply for all bases for 
fuel and naval ammunition. Army ammunition. Army 
ammunition from San Francisco. All bases furnish 
respective sources of supply maximum information for 
automatic supply. For clothing all bases submit 
data appointed agencies San Francisco for automatic 
supply. Con-12 pass to Comgen San Francisco. 


COMSOPAC TO CNO INFO CINCPAC 




O 




This is part 2 of my 020334. General stores Army 
and Navy submit data to appropriate San Francisco 
supply points for automatic supply. Furnish Com¬ 
sopac copy all requirements on all sources of supply. 
Communication difficulties prevent general use item¬ 
ized requisitions. Develop automatic supply maximum 
possible degree. Utilize itemized requests only 
when essential to correct deficiencies automatic 
supply. Shipments from San Francisco to move direct 
to bases Wiranr>~ transshipment whenever possible. 

When direct delivery impossible FULCRUM will desig¬ 
nate transshipment point. Unquote. Com-12 pass 
to Comgen San Francisco. 

(underline probably means "without") 




681 

















JUL C-CT 
03 0202 

o 




04 1901 



04 2144 


COUPS SEN BLEACHER TO OIIIGPAC 

From Comdgen Bleacher NR 7x1 3rd Cincpac. Comair- 
sopac for information. SOD runways usable dry 
weather available as follows 1TW-SE 4273 feet/ With 
coral extension to 3000 feet by Aug 30 Yrutfo five 
two three hundred. HE-SW 3G00 feet with coral ex¬ 
tension to 3000 feet by October 15th. N-S 3600 feet 
no extension or improvement contemplated. Dispersal 
area for carrier group ready by Aug 15. Very limited 
repair gassing and arming facilities available by- 
personnel and eqxiipnent station pursuit squadron". 
Limited space in 40 by 100 foot shop can be made avail¬ 
able for equipment aircraft service units by Aug 30. 
Improvised housing and storing facilities can be made 
available for 250 officers and men for temporary 
period. Plan contemplated construction native huts 
for housing 350 officers and men of army bombardment 
group. This can be increased to provi ,e for housing 
of carrier aircraft service units if assigned here. 
Bedding and mess equipment not available. Lockwood. 
(Note: Underlined group garbled). 

COI,'INCH TO CINCPAC. 


British prepared to accept following proposals com¬ 
munications Canton and Christmas Islands (Afirm) 
close commercial circuits provided that suitable 
facilities available under control Cincpac period 
(Baker) Authorize British censorship British Offical 
Traffic and Transmission via U S circuits in British 
codes and cyphers on assurance security such cyphers. 
British advise cyphers used for transmission of this 
traffic is secure and that official messages will be 
originated, by administi’ation officers fully aware of 
necessity for exercising striejt vigilance. Comment. 

CINCPAC TO CONSGUPAC 




This from Cincpac to Comsopac for action and Cincpac 
adm for info pass to Ghornley. Your 230830 June 
desire you proceed immediately construction airfield 
at Espiritu Santo utilizing personnel and material 
from Roses. Landing mat will be 3ent from Copper. 
This project has highest priority. Desire field 
ready for operation heavy bombers not later than 
July 20. Desire you reinforce Espiritu Santo with 
one Army heavy weapons company and one third AA gun 
and machine gun group of Fourth Defense Battalion 
from Efate using first available transportation. 
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CTF 8 to CINCPAC 


Reouest you make representation to Washington to prevent 
Russian ships stoprdng by Pribilofs due to difficulty in 
determining friendly or enemy character. Station ashore 
at St. Paul always reports enemy transport approaching 
thereby to date causing needless alarms. We should know 
that vessels approaching are enemy. Comtaskfor 8 origin¬ 
ator. Comalsec by hand. 


05 0620 C0MS0PAC to CINCPAC 




In connection with possible future advances by Amphibious 
Forces this area careful study has been made of the problem 
of logistic support for such forces. Because of the non¬ 
availability of suitable vessel of medium size for this 
duty and the extreme vulnerability of larger ships in 
advance areas, above study discloses the need for (in 
addition to reefer type Tuna boats requested for ser¬ 
vicing bases my 290345 June) additional 15 Tuna boats 300 
tons refer capacity each for supplying Amphibious Forces 
in advanced areas lacking refrigerated storage. Request 
information of non refrigerated cargo capacity these 
boats in order prepare estimates additional vessels re¬ 
quired to support above Amphibious Forces. Also require 
at least 50 raider transport type boats accordance para 
4 King Annex Oeorge of William Prep Love 46 -Prep Cast, 
would be of inestimable value for prosecution offensive 
island warfare. 
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04 2205 MARSHALL TO CG HAWN DEPT 





05 0043 



Vj 


With further reference to joint directives on subject 
of Army command South Pacific and Pacific Mobile Air 
Force which was dispatched to you through navy com¬ 
munications and will reach you through CinCPac to 
prevent compromising codes period, Major General 
Millard F Ilarmon has been designated as Commander 
Army Forces South Pacific and will depart shortly 
to assume command under Ghormley in that area. You 
will designate one heavy bombardment group of the 
7th Air Force as the Hawaiian Mobile Air Force. 

This group will be administered, stipplied, and 
trained as a part of the 7th Air Force. While based 
in Hawaii, it will be available to you under CinCPac 
for operation without reference to the War Depart¬ 
ment, but will not be moved out of Central Pacific 
area except on orders of the Joint United States 
Chiefs of Staff. War Department does not repeat 
not contemplate augmentation your bomber strength 
over that currently authorized. The latter is in 
reply your 1229-2. 

MARSHALL TO CG HAWK DEPT 

Priority 47QQ 4th June 27 radio number 119 acknowl¬ 
edged. Birch, Holly, and Lampoon are your respons¬ 
ibility. Assumption of command of South Pacific Area 
by Admiral Ghormley of June 19 relieved Fantan and 
Bobcat from your command. Directive to Ghormely 
(See WD Radio Humber 3593-May 6) stated "matters of 
administration and supply pertaining to U S Army 
forces in South Pacific will be handled as War De¬ 
partment directs" previous instructions to Poppy 
and Bleacher making them responsible directly to 
War Department in matters of administration remain 
unchanged. Letter of instructions to General Beight- 
ler advised him that upon assumption of command all 
matters pertaining to supply and administration 
Fantan would be handled directly with the War Depart¬ 
ment. Letter of Commanding General San Francisco 
port of embarkation June 27, copy which ha3 been 
nailed you relieved you from responsibility for sup¬ 
plying Bobcat and charged CG SFPE with responsibility 
therefor. War Department letter Jtuie 25 AG 400 copy 
of which is being sent you by airmail sets forth 
supply plan for U S Army Forces in South Pacific 
area except Bobcat but does not charge you with any 
responsibility in connection therewith. 
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05 0043 
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MARSHALL TO 03 HAWN DEPT (Continued) 

Paragraph Tag has charged you with providing machine 
record service for Bobcat and Pantan. This is due 
to the available capacity of machine record facilities 
in the Hawaiian Department and lack of such facilities 
at Bobcat and Pantan. Effort is being made to remedy 
this situation and you will be advised when you are 
relieved from this responsibility. 

Paragraph '.7ar Department radio number 5636-l.Iay 11th 
dispatched to you from Commanding General Army Air 
Forces approved alternate South Pacific ferry route 
and advised you that 3 million dollars was being 
allotted for construction staging fields. These 
instructions did not make clear that an air field 
was being constructed by navy at Bleacher for Task 
Force there. Since one of the staging fields on 
alternate ferry route was also to be at Bleacher, 
some contusion apparently resulted as to responsibility 
for construction this air base. In order to eliminate 
confusion and duplication of effort, War Department 
radioed you on June 26 to confer with CinCPac and 
determine the single agency responsible for supply 
of personnel, material, and equipment for this entire 
air base project and notify War Department of your 
joint agreement. Subject of such agreement, you will 
continue to be charged with the construction of air 
fields on alternate South Pacific ferry route. De¬ 
fense forces for Ostler and Lineout are under study. 
7/hat i3 status of construction of airfields these 2 
bases as well as Norfolk Island query llarshall 
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08 0740 


COITTASHFCH ~ TO TASKTOR 8 


Army reports positive identification at KISIIA Harbor 

1 battleship or heavy cruiser at least 4 destroyers 

2 light cruisers 2 tankers or transports and 5 fast 
seaplanes (2 monoplanes and 1 biplane). 
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10 1250 101,HITCH TO UUCP AC 


The Joint US Chiefs of Staff direct the following. 
Subpara afirm. It is a function of commanders 
exercising unity of command to coordinate reports 
concerning combat operations of own or enemy forces. 
Subpara Baker. Originator will make all such re¬ 
ports to the commander, exercising unit; of command 
for coordination comment when appropriate and prompt 
retransmission as indicated below: Subpara baker 1. 
Tien the officer exercising unity of command i3 a 
member of the service other than that of the origin¬ 
ator of the report the report after application of 
the principles stated above will be retransmitted to 
the head of the service of the originator that is 
the Chief of ‘“'taff US Army..-or the Commander in Chief 
US Fleet. S\ibpara baker 2. If the originator is a 
member of the same service as the officer exercising 
unity of command the reports will be treated as re- 
qxiired by the practice of that service. Subpara 
cast. Originators of reports whether in Army or 
ITavy service who are not under the jurisdiction of 
the commander exercising unity of command in own 
sphere of activity concerned will by the most direct 
means available render reports of own or enemy 
operations to the commander responsible for taking 
action. 
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12 0419 CINCPAC to COMIUCH. Info: COMSOPAC. CG STRAW. GG BOBCAT. 
GO RAW ITGPT. 

Question of control civil radio stations and exercise 
censorshin has arisen at STRAWBOARD and 303CAT and 
may arise at other Free French Islands garrisoned by 
US troops. Varying local conditions and require¬ 
ments prohibit enunciating broad nolicy apolica'ole 
to all islands. Consider imperative for military 
security to have authority to exercise control French 
civil radio stations and exercise necessary censor¬ 
ship at my discretion. It is noted urser 00254 of 
April Third does not include Free French as having 
agreed to my authority in Pacific Ocean Areas. Re¬ 
quest you obtain necessary agreement from General 
DeGaulle stressing no desire to interfere with com¬ 
munication between him and his followers and recuest- 
ing he announce my authority to the High Commissioner 
and his chief local representative at each island. Am 
prepared to handle French official communications over 
our circuits except in Society groups. At this time 
believe it advisable to suppress civil radio stations 
BOBCAT and STRAWBOARD. Will defer reply your 041901 
until receipt renly this message. 
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CONVERSATIONS I 



1 AND CINCPAC 4 JULY . 


July 5, 1942 



1. Coninch gave the background for his serial 00581 of 2 July pointirg 
out amongst other things: 

(a) After accomplishment of Tasks 1, 2, and 3, the plan 
will be to proceed to Truk-Guam-Saipan. 

(b) That he (Corainch) had rejected the conception that the 
line between South Pacific area and Southwest Pacific 
area was a "Chinese wall." 

(c) As to paragraph 4a of the reference that MacArthur is 
thereby prevented from making unreasonable demands on 
Cincpac. 

(d) That paragraph 4d of the reference is perhaps superfluous 
but serves to clarify. 

(e) That paragraphs 5 and 6 of the reference arc not wholly 
satisfactory but, again, that paragraph 4a gives necessary 
leeway. 

2. Cincpac stated that he had already directed Admirals Choraley and Turner 
to proceed to Melbourne as soon as may be to discuss the entire operation 
with General MacArthur. 

3. Cominch discussed Bolero pointing out that this shift of front from 
U.K. to Europe was strongly backed by the President and the Array which 
accounts for difficulties in obtaining adequate forces for the Pacific 
campaign. 

4. As to mobile air forces, Cincpac emphasized the need for adequate 
ground facilities, nucleuses and fighters at each staging point and 
adv?-sed that General Orations had recently set up two groups of 21 planes 

each (8 B-17, 13 B-26) for Fiji and New Caledonia. 

— _ ' 

' —^ 

5. Adairax Jacobs stated that if necessary he woulu obtain presidential 



authority for a Vice Admiralty for Fletcher in advanco of formal notifica¬ 
tion. 
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6. Cominch and Chief of BuPers vdll process Cincpac*s letter of 24 Jhne 
as to appointment of Task Force Commanders (regardless of seniority). 

7. Cincpac stated that Task Forces 11 and 18 which are to give initial 
support to coming operations will be Joined by Task Force 16 departing 
Pearl about mid July. 

8. Cincpac advised that another landing field was being constructed at 
Midway (Sand Island) using a mat, which is already in the locality. 

9. Cominch repeated that he wanted sane means for fighter staging at 
French Frigate. 

10. Admiral Turner recommended consideration of a diversion towards 
Alaska (or in any other appropriate direction) about 10 days before 
commencement of the Tulagi operation. 

11. Admiral Turner stated that with respect to Lions and Cubs, he had 
taken the liberty of advising the logistic people at San Francisco that 
such units required for the organization operations should take precedence 
over units being assembled for Roses and other localities. 

12. Admiral Turner stated his view that with respect to captured islands, 
we should set a target period of one week for the establishment of an air 
field. 

13. Cincpac stated that he had been nursing the idea of knocking out 
Makin. 

14. It was decided that both raider battalions should be available for the 
Tulagi operation. 

NOTE: At this point Admiral Turner withdrew. 

15. Cominch and Cincpac discussed various phases of the Alaskan operations, 
are in accord that undue seriousness does not attach to the present situ¬ 
ation unless Kodiak is threatened and agreed to reserve judgment as to the 
command for a short time pending further developments. 

16. As to Alaska, Cominch mentioned that last Thursday, there had been an 
indication that Russians in .’ashington were prepared to undertake staff 
conversations with respect to projection of operations into Siberia. 











17• Personnel 


(a) Cincpac advised that; 

1. MUtschers* assignment is okeh. 

2. JAirray is to be Senior Navy Jiember of a Joint Board to 
pass on air fields in the Hawaiian area* 

3. Gunther be given consideration for promotion. 

4» If Halsey does not return, Fitch should be the Senior 
Air Flag Officer, PacFlt. 

(b) Cominch stated that Seligman and others involved in the 
affair were in "escrow." 

(c) It was decided that as a general proposition, PhibFor 
Commanders would be Rear Admirals and that the advance¬ 
ment of such a Commander to Vice Admiral would be deter¬ 
mined not only as the result of accomplishment, but also 
depending on whether he is a Task Force Commander direct¬ 
ly under a Fleet Commander. 

(d) The possible availability of Admiral Hoover for employment 
in the aeronautic organization was discussed. 

18. Cincpac stated that there had been procured in Oahu a small house for 

the accommodation of Senior Officers who needed rest and that consideration ^ 
was being given to the establishment of a rest camp on Maui. 

19. Vice Admiral Pye entered for the purpose of discussing employment of 
battleships. 

20. Cominch stated his general agreement with the views expressed in a 
paper as to the employment of battleships prepared by Admiral Pye. 

21. It was decided that: 

(a) North Carolina should join Task Force 16. 



<b) Cc^ntiuuqui; study should be given to the maintenance of a BatDiv 
in South Pacific. 


/- 




(c) In the interests of continued development of tactics for large 
forces (the necessity of which was pointed out by Admiral Pye) 
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when such BatDlv was established in the South Pacific and 
rotation became necessary relief would be accomplished at 
about a raid point between Pearl and the South Pacific 
station which would thus permit of periodic exercises for 
the whole of Task Force 1. 

(d) An additional BatDlv Commander will be ordered to Task Force 1. 

22. SecNav was requested by despatch to withhold release as to the award of 
a DS1I to Cincpac until 10 July. 

23. Cincpac pointed to tho need for a survey looking to the establishment 
of medical storehouses in the South Pacific area. 

24. Cincpac advised that Sumner will survey the large area behind reefs 
at the southern end of New Caledonia which appears to hold possibilities 
as a large and secure fleet anchorage. 

25. Admiral Jacobs advised that 3uPers was giving constant consideration 
to the problem of maintenance of submarine captains and have arrived at 
these tentative conclusions: 

(a) A Submarine Captain could be expected to hold up for three or four 
full patrols (total time of about one year) before he should be 
given a prolonged blow. 

(b) The 30 odd small submarines in LantFlt afford a pool for promotion 
of captains of these ships into large submarines. 

26. Cominch pointed out that Sea Frontier Commanders were available to 
Cincpac as Task Force Commanders. 

NOTE: Cominch will go into the details of directives bearing on this 
subject and will clarify if necessary. 

27. Cominch stated that Washington would be sent to Pacific about August ^ 
1st - when So. Dakota should bo ready. 

S Chock on -few**.**'* PacFlt and give Cominch memo on ID July. 


Check also on replacement of 19 knot tankers by 17 knot tankers. 

28. Cominch stated his view that oil storage should be placed in Tonga- 
Tabu for a full due before permanent storage was placed in other islands in 
that area. 
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29. Cincpac reaffirmed his view that all restrictions should be removed 

as to plane allocations to the end that each service should have available 
those types which it can most effectively onploy. 

30. Get copy of Churchill's speech of 2 July. 

31. Cincpac outlined his view that as a contingent operation while Task 
Forces were in the vicinity of Pearl without specific tasks it would be 
desirable to have carriers take B- 25 's to about 600 miles from .7ake, 
there to be launched, bomb hake and return Midway. 

32. Cincpac advised that Bellinger was to make an inspection of all Pacific 
air bases and would afterwards cone to Washington for conversations with 
Cominch. 

33. Cincpac stated his objections to the JAN Grid. Cominch pointed out 
that in the interests of obtaining a common grid we had modified our 
grid nomenclature to conform to those of the Army grid and ttet as a 
result, he and General Marshall had proscribed the JAN grid for use in 
all operations. 

Cincpac withdrew his objections. 

NOTEj Check to determine that modification has been made to General Signal 
Book - and issued. 

34. Cincpac stated that there were about 10,000 persons of Japanese extraction 
in the islands who are eligible for the draft which V.'ar Department intends 
not to call. Their being called will take a lot of "dangerous characters" 
out of the islands. His view is that so long as they are limited to units 

of a battalion and used on fronts outside of Pacific area, they will 
render good service. 

35. Cincpac expressed his satisfaction with the manner in which the 
military government in the islands is working out and urged that after the 

war, it sh ould continue, 

36. Cincpac advised tnat a trial was to be given to a modification of 
submarine operations in the Pacific whereby Fulton will be based at Midway 
and submarines will, after one patrol, return to Midway for upkeep and 
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rest of ten days to two weeks, will then make another patrol and then 
return to Pearl. Duration of patrols may be slightly reduced over the 
present 50-60 days. 

37. Cincpac stated that there was a plan on foot to repatriate alions from 
the islands to Japan via the West Coast. He stated that he now considers 
very little information gets out of the islands excepting perhaps by mail 
to the West Coast and then to the Empire by radio from South America and 
registered his objection to the method of repatriation contemplated, on 
the grounds that military security would thus be jeopardized. 


O 
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July 6, 1942 


CQNVKRSATIONS BETWEEN COMINCE AND CIHCPAC 6 JULY 1942. 

1. Cinopao questioned whether Begley would be made a Vice Admiral 

a 

as a Sea Frontier Commander. Cominoh pointed out that the oiroumstanoes 
in the Hawaiian Frontier differ materially from those in other large 
frontiers where the Commander has one or more flag offioers under his 
command. 

2. Cominoh raised the question as to how Admiral Dunn's organisation 
was working out and Cinopao expressed his satisfaction with the present set-up 

S. Cinopao stated that with the present expertness of the Salvage 
Unit at Pearl, he no longer feels it necessary to keep a dock available for 
wounded ships inasmuoh as any ship that oan be gotten into Pearl oan be kept 
afloat or temporarily grounded pending availability of a dock. 

4* Cinopao now requires that every ship in the Fleet have a salvage 
organisation made up from all departments* 

5. Cinopao oonsiders that the Pearl Harbor Salvage Unit should be 
kept intaot for the duration. 

6. The Publio Relations situation in PaoFlt is satisfaotory to 
Cinopao. In this oonneotion, Cominoh outlined the President's polioy that 
one representative of a news servioe and no others should be allowed to go 
out in Task Forces. 

7* Cinopao questioned whether seaplane fighters were to be made 
available. 

8. Cominoh stated that the problem at Ooean and Naru has been 
placed in the lap of the New Zealand -£) 

_ _ 9. Cinopao mentioned that the Gilbert Island natives on Christmas 
and Fa’Ciini islands nave given some trouble recently with respeot to labor 

problftas. 

are 

10. It was mentioned that there/eight to nine thousand Australian 
troo t * at Port Moresby. 
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11. Cinopao expressed a desire for heavier war-heads at the 
earliest possible date. 

12. In discussion as to the use of radio deception. Cinopao 
expressed the view that it was very much of a double-edged swordj that 
the Japs have tried it a number of times and have always been detected 
in its practice. 

13. In connection with the above paragraph numbered twelve. 
Cinopao repeated an observation that he had made during the April con¬ 
versations to the effect that the Jap radio direction finding system is 
excellent and that it is only necessary for our forces to open up and they 
are deteoted. By comparison, he considers that we are decidedly weak. 
Cominoh expressed the view that our RDF work in the Atlantic was rapidly 
improving and that perhaps the weight of this experience might well be 
made available in the Pacific. 

14. During the Midway action our people at Midway got morning 
and afternoon Honolulu papers. 


o 







s % 


-2- 











r\ 


oi 



A — 
Z 7 


June 29, 1942 

U 

FOR THE CflMAITOER XU CHIEF FOR COOTTREKCE WITH CINCPAC 

ABOUT 1 JULY. 


i* Bfld&,.anA, -Qentol JfostfAg S&JtoftUiau 

Attacks on MIDWAY and WESTERN ALEUTIANS probably had 
as part of the original Japanese objective preparation for 
attacks on EASTERN SIBERIA* KISKA, while not very tenable 
In winter months, would (and will) serve as a base for Jap* 
aneso patrolling the 130th* Meridian, north and south, would 
support further operations to cut ALASKA off from SIBERIA, and 
would, in conjunction with patrols from MIDWAY (if captured) 
and seagoing forces in the NORTH PACIFIC, serve to cover the 
approaches to JAPAN Itself. 

These Japanese operations against WESTERN ALEUTIANS 
and MIDWAY were given added Incentive by the TOKYO raid. 


In view of general situation In this area, continuance 
of two carriers in the NORTH PACIFIC is Indicated, 

If developments and distribution of Japanese forces 
indicate, a simultaneous widespread raid against Japanese 
patrols extending along the 160th, Meridian and against Jap¬ 
anese fishing In the KAMCHATKA Area should promise profitable 
results. - Should probably be made by well spread out des¬ 
troyers, supported to the eastward by carrier task forces. 

2. ftaasAan.£Qny,ft,£g.aUofta«. - (If undertaken). To 
obtain from Russians factual data as to facilities In EAST¬ 
ERN SIBERIA on which to base estimates as to the amount of 
VMUfiii* bTATtS ’assistance that c»n be projected through this 
area. 
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MSll .EAfifflG .QaarAttona*. 

Operations in SOUTH PACIFIC have largely been 
covered in exchange of despatches covering the inaugura¬ 
tion of plans for offensive operations in this area. 

We are in the process of setting up, in Washington, 
two or three officers to concern themselves solely with 


future plans, in the PACIFIC in general, and in the SOUTH 
and SOUTHWEST PACIFIC in particular, in order that the 


forces and materials can be planned, produced, and deliver¬ 
ed to meet situations and exploit opportunities as they 
actually and prospectively will arise in the future. It 
would be well that at least one officer on your Staff be 
specialized in the same duties. If this is done, the two 
groups can be kept in continuous touch by mail and occas¬ 
ional personal contact, so that the difficulties presented 
by the 5,000 miles separating PEARL from WASHINGTON can be 
overcome in the best manner possible. 

A case in point in regard to preparation for future 
operations is that of offensive mining (at the present time 
for that matter, as well as in the future) carried out by 
aircraft, including patrol planes, and by submarines, in 
order that proper plans for production of mines, distribu¬ 
tion and stowage, etc., can be oarrled out. 


4. EaMalfflgasak .aC. .taw. fiaatam 


The British are reluctant to do much more than to 
continue this large force relatively idle in the INDIAN 

OCEAN to protect against Inpaneso advances that they fear 

-~* s _ 7 —nr-i.-MMi—^ 

may bo undertaken in this area, British carriers woefully 

weak, - do not carry many planes, no dive bombers, torpedo 
planes obsolete. Not suitable for operations against 
Japanese carriers nor for operations against Japanese land 
objeatives, 
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In order to use them, have been giving consideration 
to making suggestion that one be used in conjunction with 
our Karine aviation. 

In view of the weakness of these carriers, it is dif¬ 
ficult to fit the British Eastern Fleet into profitable op¬ 
erations against the Japanese. 

5. Santa#. .p.C .QRqsflUaAfll 

The Chief of Staff, U.S, Army, and the Conanander in 
Chief, United States Fleet, have before them the following 
draft of a directive»- 



"(a) It is a function of commanders exercis¬ 
ing unity of command to coordinate reports concerning 
combat operations of our own and enemy forces. Such 
reports will be forwarded through the commander exer¬ 
cising unity of command, for coordination, comment 
when applicable, and prompt despatch. If Initiated 
by the opposite service than that to which the of¬ 
ficer exercising unity of command belongs the reports 
will always be forwarded as made to the head of that 
service, i.e., the Chief of Staff, U.S, Army, or the 
Commander in Chief. If initiated by own service they 
will be handled as required by the practice of that 
service. 


"(b) Commanders or officers of either ser¬ 
vice, who are not under the Jurisdiction of the com¬ 
mander exercising unity of command in a sphere of 


activity, will render reports of own and 

ations direct to the commander 





aaaaaa . < tarxta j fctaro xM^ 
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fi tes rcuitirra aodfc 

It is expected that this draft directive will be 
promulgated In the near future and will remedy the condi¬ 
tions regarding this matter recently reported by the Com¬ 
mander in Chief, U,S. Pacific Fleet, relative to MIDWAY 
operations. 




6 . 
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The organization of communications in the SOUTH 
PACIFIC and the establishment of joint command posts are 
receiving the consideration of the War and Navy Departments. 
A Joint committee is working on this matter and their study 
possibly will be furnished to the Commander in Chief, 
Pacific Fleet, and Commander, South Pacific Area, 

It is understood that Commander Curts (Staff of 
Clnopao) is making a study of the situation as it exists by 
visiting the positions in the SOUTH PACIFIC Area. 

Any recommendations that Commander in Chief, Pacific 
Fleet, may wish to forward as a result of Commander Curts' 
study will be of value to the Joint committee. 


7. BOLERO. 

BOLERO has to do with movement of troops to ENGLAND 
for cross channel amphibious operations next year, - orig¬ 
inally undertaken with the possibility that these operations 

-*- 

1 would be carried out this 


year. 






















The employment of shipping and of productive capa¬ 
city to meet programs in regard to special landing craft, 
and of training personnel to man these landing craft, all 
have Double A Priority. 

It is anticipated that some of the special landing 
craft such as the 318* tank carrying ship and the 155* 
personnel carrying ship or boat will prove very useful in 
our future PACIFIC amphibious operations. 

8. Anti-Aircraft Development. 

We anticipate that by the time our new carriers are 
coming along the development of anti-aircraft weapons, 
including directors, guns, new types of ammunition, will 
be such as to permit us to project our operations into 
the areas of enemy land-based air with less hazard than 
exists at the present time. If this is the case, we will, 
in the future, have greater flexibility in selecting points 
of attack against the widespread Japanese positions. 

9* grablm jLJiaagl JtaiaLu 

10. .fonfl Bfliqb.srq fa? .droning gea 

11. Erohlem.oX .B.Q.qbexa^ ..XaiMfla 

JJj&tes far., .qw> m lalanfl 

12. Mar.ft.,£lann.ll& 9 Qf 

To be thoroughly worked out in connection with our 
strategical and tactical operations. 
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13. Amphibious Force. PACIFIC. 

Our plans to build up a well organized and trained 
Amphibious Force, PACIFIC, while building one in the 
SOUTH PACIFIC, are constantly being interfered with by the 
necessity of meeting immediate demands* The thought has 
been, of course, to be prepared to carry out amphibious 
force operations in either area, both areas simultaneously, 
or concentrating rapidly CENTRAL or SOUTH, - probably SOUTH, 

The bad part of the problem has been the development 
of Marine amphibious aircraft squadrons. Present plan is 
to concentrate on the organization of Marine Air Wing One 
with a view to bringing it up to at least half strength in 
the early future. 

There have been many discussions with the Army re¬ 
garding their participation in future amphibious training 
and in amphibious organizations. The Army does not wish 
to be under the Marines and not very much under the Navy. - 

Though they were perfectly willing to accept unity of com- 

/ 

mand offered by the Navy for the BOLERO operations. 


14. Assignment ■of ..Naval Obaeryerg to Army Aircraft 
gaefl .for Patrolling and, .Reconnaissance JLn Coordination with 

.our.-Surface Forces^ 


15. ifrp cs oath..Paging. .tasWlnK 
Amy Gfifieral , Easlf 
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A SfilTlONAL . NO^ES FOQ . JOilMAKDER IN CHIEF'S CONFERENCE WITH 
Sm’MVW IN CHIEF. U.3. PACIFIC FLT~J!T 

!• CARRIERS FOB USE OF -MARI NE AIRCRAFT IN AttPHITU 
JLOPS OPERATIONS. 

This wsrs giving us quite a problem to,solve, inasmuch 
as we must keep our few existing carriers ready for opera¬ 
tions at all times against enemy carriers, as well as carry¬ 
ing on other tasks with the Fleet. 

Gilir 

One way would be to devote the QO^R AVG's to this 

mission. 

The second thought is the use of British carriers. 

At the present time the British have quite a number of car¬ 
riers v/hlch cannot be usefully employed because they have 
no dive bombers for them and no modern torpedo craft. The 
question of using one or two British carriers in Eastern 
Australian Waters for our Marine aircraft (involving the 
use also of some flight deck crews) has been taken up with 
the British and they are looking into it. They, the British, 
admit that these carriers are not now paying their way. 

2 - aiSCilSS. THE .QUESTION OF USING THE CARRIERS FOR 
mSmO PSKA AIID ATTU. 
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July 1st . 


Except for Task Force 0 the Fleet in the Pacific 
i3 resting, training and preparing for further operations. 
Task Force 8 o gives his siimnary of current operat¬ 

ions, This nessage was sent along to Admiral Nimitz. 

General Marshall's 4584 of the 28th regarding the 
joint construction of an airfied seems to present no 
special problem. We have asked Com So Pac for comment 
and on its receipt will take necessary steps to settle 
the matter. 


There are no significant changes in the enemy 
dispositions. 

July 2nd. 



Attached directive for the offensive was re¬ 
ceived by Cominch and those commanders concerned will 
talk it over tomorrow. Our present ulans are not changed, 
except that Marine Defense Battalions we suggest are 
not included. 


There is no new information of own Task Forces. 

Vice CNO 022025 gives plan for a construction 
battalion at FULCRUM. 

TOOTOUTA field at WHITE POPPY is now O.K. for 
one carrier group, if used with caution. Rebuilding is 
underway. 

C.G. STRAW 020031 says field at BOARD is now 
ready for up to six Vp. He also gives needs and recom¬ 
mendations regarding air for the STRAW area. 

Vice CNO 021331 states that the Anglo Soviet 
recognition signals provide means to work Russian ves¬ 
sels. However, as Opnav does not know whether or not 
Soviet ships have these signals on board, nor where 
signals are effective the net result is as stated in 
our despatch on the subject to CTF 8 this week. In the 
meantime Russian ships will be routed from Siberia thru 
the Bering Sea and to U.S.A. via Dutch Harbor, and all 
foreign vessels operating South of the Aleutians west of 
Dutch can be presumed enemy. 
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July 2nd. (Cont'd) 

ALU3NA 020453 states that the only interest New 
Zealand had in Fanning Island was their troops there. 

Cincpac 021928 gives requirements for Rear Admiral 
Turner in connection with the attack on Tulagi. 7/e 
are continuing to assemble material for use by the 
operating forces in that effort. 


The following were sighted by a weather plane: 

At Kiska, three cruisers, 3 VP, one unidentified vessel; 
at McDonald Cove Agattu, 3 AP, 5 DD; at Massacre Bay, 
Attu, 1 cruiser. B-17s have been ordered to attack. 


The NAUTILUS returning from patrol off Honshu 
reports that all merchantmen sighted are seing escorted 
by cruisers or destroyers. She sank one DD and one 1500 
ton PC, and fired at and may have hit one DD, one 17000 
ton AP, one 10000 ton A0. 

A sub was reported in Lat. 20-08 S, 163-04 E. 


July 3rd, 


There is nothing new regarding enemy deployments. 



Cominch 041632 (pink) directs that Comsopac 
cooperate in the evacuation of Ocean and Nauru Islands. 
There is no answer to CinCPac query regarding who is to 
be evacuated and where they are to go. 

CinCPac 040057 (pink) delays the departure of 
TF-11 until after the 6th of July. Rear Admiral Turner 
will be here by then to discuss the forthcoming offen¬ 
sive . 


Cominch 032255 (pink) establishes 2 mobile air 
forces. This does not 3eem to add to the total planes 
available in the Pacific Ocean Areas. 


Cominch 032254 (pink) provides for an Army 
general under Comsopac. We have not yet received 
Comsopac viev/3 on this. 

Comsopac 020354 0$o20 gives the logistic set up 
for his area. It is along the general plan suggested 
by CinCPac in conference with Vice Admiral Ghornely 
when lie was here in May. 


TF-16 and 17 are to undertake training off Pearl 
for the next 10 day3 or so. They will practice bom¬ 
bardment of 3hore objectives. 
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Jul:. 3rd (Cont'd) 

TF-0 surface vessels are inactive but the planes 
attacked enemy vessels at Kiska and Hear Islands. Results 
are uncertain. 

The OGLALA was placed in drydock - thus clearing 
10-10 dock for the first tine, since she was sunk there on 
Dec. 7, 1941. 

There are no significant reports of the enemy. 

July 4th 


There is no change in the Carrier Task Forces at 
Pearl; all three are on 12 hours notice. Task force 18 is 
enroute South Pacific. Task Force 8 submarines are active and 
report hitting three DDs at ATTU and one DD'at AGGATU. 

Cominch 041901 deals with radio at CANTON and 

CHRISTMAS. 


A E-17 reconnaissance of HC’TLAND and BAKER Islands 
produced negative results. 

CinCPac 043144 directs immediate construction of a 
landing field at ESPIRITU SAIIT0 for use in the conning offensive. 
The construction battalion will cone from RCSE3 and the mat will 
leave PEARL on the 6th. 

C.G. BLEACHER 030202 summarizes the air situation 
at that place. 


There is now some evidence of mines at KISKA. Be¬ 
cause of this 4 DhS are being held at PEARL to send north. Three 
go to SOPAC but a total of six are requested. 


There is no further 
in Japanese leployments. 


information of major changes 
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July 5. 


Rear itdxniral Turner arrived and an all day conference 
was immediately started to discuss the TULAGI operation. The 
immediate job is to get a landing field in operation at E3PIRITU 
SARTO. Admiral Turner’s plans, which have the general approval 
of Admirals Himitz and King, are to (l) rehearse the landing 
between Jul y 25 and 30 in the South Pacific (2) one rate land- 
based planes from ESPIRITU SARTO by July 28 (3) use the 1st 
Raider Dattalion and the 3rd Defense Battalion plus the 1st 
Marine Division, less the 7th Regiment, plus the 2nd Regiment - 
the latter to occupy NDEMI on A-2 day. (4) the present rather 
nebulous idea is that it will be a daylight assault with cruiser 
and DD shore bombardment (5) CVs close in will provide fighter 
coverage for APs (about 3 days) and will Live bomb defended 
positions before the landing. Task Force 11 will leave Pearl 
July 7th. Decision on other Carrier Task 'orces was not reached. 
However, the NORTH CAR0 T T1TA is enroute to Pearl. 

Task Force 8 continues a3 before, i.e., dependence on 
submarines and air to stop the Japs in the ALEUTIANS. The 
fleet subs (GRCTLER and TRITON, so far) are doing a fine job. 

ComTaskFor 8 060110 indicates some trouble with Russian 
merchantmen. CinCPac has requested Opnav to keep the forces in 
ALASKA fully informed of Russian movements. 

ConSoPac 050620 requests -’ditional small boat tonnage. 

His request will be studied an' h c will be given every con¬ 
sideration. ..s the program to meet his needs is far from com¬ 
pletion, CinCPec is unable to do more- at this time than urge 
Opnav to find ways and means to meet the needs of a very diffi¬ 
cult logistic problem for this offensive. The needs will be 
met one way or anotter and cannot be allowed to stop the offen¬ 
sive . 


There is the probability that units of Crudivs 6 and 18 
and one Dearon are in the TULAGI - GUADALCANAL area and that 
an airfield Is being constructed on the north shore of the 
latter Island. All Orange CVs are north of .the equator. The 
5TI0KAKU seems to be repaired and at sea training a new air 
group. There is no evidence of any change in employment of -r/ 

Jap units in the ALEUTIAN - RURILE area. ^ 
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Conferences continued concerning the TULAGI operation. 
It was decided to sail Task Force 11 tomorrow. Admiral Nimitz 
returned and generally approved ^reparations. 

Task Force S operations are confined to air and sub¬ 
marines. No more attacks are recorded but the GROWLER was 
damaged by depth charges to the extent that she must go to a 
navy yard. A plane reports no ships in KISKA harbor, but that 
2 destroyers were observed in South Pass and 2 destroyers at 
Little Kiska. 

In General Marshall’s 042205 and 050043 the directive 
for the Mobile Air Force and the Army General for the South 
Pacific is given. The latter relieves C.G. Hawaii for respons¬ 
ibility in the South Pacific. 

There seems to be considerable enemy activity on the 
North Coast of GUADALCANAL. Observed in the vicinity yesterday 
were 2 large AK, 1 cruiser and 1 destroyers. 


duly 7. 

Task Force 11 sailed for a rendezvous with TaskForce 18. 

After meeting, these forces under the command of Vice Admiral 
Fletcher will proceed tr the South Pacific and report to Vice 
Admiral Ghormley for Task ONE of the offensive (TULAGI Operation) 

Task Force 1C will proceed South Pacific about the 15th or ICth. 
Decision has not been reached on the employment of Task Force 17, 
and that force and Task Force 16 continues training in the OAHU area. 

Task Force 0 surface, submarine, and air elements continue 
scouting and waiting for favorable opportunities. The FINBACK 
attacked 2 DDs and probably sank one of them on the 6th south of 
KISKA Island. ComTaskFor 8 080740 summarizes enemy sighting at KISKA. 

The arrangements for logistics for the forthcoming canpai n 
in the South Pacific are underway. Except for enough tuna boats to 
comply with the request of ComSoPac there will be no difficulty in 
keeping four CV task forces supplied with fuel, ^vGas, diesel, and 
stores during the month of August. 

There continues evidence that the e emy is landing troops 
and workmen on the north coast of GUADALCANAL to construct a 
landing field. It appears possible that they will undertake the 
occupation of NAURU and OCEAN Islands in the near future. BatDiv 3 
seems to be headed for HONSHU from the vicinity of the KURILES. i 
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ESTIMATE 





An Offensive for the Capture and 

Occupation of TTJLAGI and Vicinity. 


July 6. 1942. 
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SECTIOi; I 

1. Summary of the Situation . 

As a result of the battles in the Coral Sea and off 
MIDWAY Japan has suffered heavy and disproportionate naval 
losses. The losses are considered sufficient to perp.it us to 
take the offensive in the Southwest Pacific Area. 

At present the only enemy activity in the Pacific 
Ocean Areas that threatens the accomplishment of tasks assigned 
to the Commander-In-Chief, U.S. Pacific Fleet, is the occupa¬ 
tion of positions in the Western ALEUTIANS. 

2. The following directive has been received from the 
Commander-In-Chief, United States Fleet: 

The United States Chiefs of Staff have agreed upon 
the following joint directive for offensive operations in 
the Southwest Pacific Area. 

Objective : Offensive operations will be conducted 

with the ultimate objective of seizure and occupation of 
the NEW BRITAIN - NEW IRELAND - NEW GUINEA area. 

Purpo.se : To deny the area to Japan. 

(a) Tesk l i Seizure and occupation of SANTA CRUZ 
Islands, 7ULAGI and adjacent positions. 

(b) Tas 1 3 : Seizure and occupation of the remainder 
of the SOLOMON Islands, of LAE, SALAMAUA, and 
Northeast coast of NEW GUINEA. 

(c) Task S: Seizure and occupation of RAEAUL and 
adjacent positions in the NIT’/ GUINEA - NEW 


IRELAND area. 
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General Instructions : 

(a) The composition of the forces to be used, 
the timing of the tasks, and the passage of 
command will be determined by the U.3. Chiefs 
of Staff. 

(b) For planning purposes a target date for task 
one is tentatively set as Au ust 1, 1942. 

(c) Direct command of the tactical operations of 
the amphibious forces will remain with the 
Kaval Task Force Commander throughout the con¬ 
duct of all three tasks. 

(d) The withdrawal of the^naval attached units of 
the U.S. Fleet may be ordered by the U.S. 

Chiefs of Staff upon the completion of any 
particular phase of the operation in the event 
that; (1) conditions develop which unduly 
jeopardize the aircraft carriers, (2) an emer¬ 
gency arises in other Pacific areas which 
dictates such withdrawal. 

(e) The Eastern and Western boundaries of the South¬ 
west Pacific area and of the South Pacific area 
respectively will, as of August 1, 1942, be 
Longitude 159° E. from the equator Southward. 
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Forces : 

(a) Ground, air and naval forces now under the 
command of the Supreme Commander Southwest 
Pacific Area. 

(b) At least two aircraft carriers with accompany¬ 
ing cruisers and destroyers, and the South 
Pacific Amphibious Force, with necessary 
transport divisions. 

(c) Marine air squadrons and available land based 
air support in South Pacific Area. 

(d) Army occupational forces now in the South 
Pacific Area to be utilized to garrison 
TULAGI and adjacent island positions; troops 
from AUSTRALIA to provide other garrisons 
required. 

Command : 

(a) Task 1 seizure and occupation of SA1TTA CRUZ 
Islands, TULAGI and adjacent positions. 

(1) Task Force Commander to be designated by 
Commander-in-Chief, U.S. Pacific Fleet. 

(2) llecessary naval reinforcements and land 
based air support will be attached by the 
Supreme Commander Southwest Pacific Area 
who will also provide for interception of 
enemy air and naval activities of the 
operating area. 
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(b) Task 2 seizure and occupation of the remainder 
of the SOLOMAN Islands and of LAE, SALAMAUA and 
Northeast coast of NEW GUINEA. The task forces 
engaged in this operation will be under the 
direction of the Supreme Commander Southwest Pa¬ 
cific Area. 

(c) Task 3 seizure and occupation of RABAUL and ad¬ 
jacent positions in the NEW GUINEA - NEW IRELAND 
area. The task forces engaged in this operation 
will be under the direction of the Supreme Com¬ 
mander Southwest Pacific Area. 

SURVEY OF MEANS AVAILABLE AND OPPOSED 
3. General Factors . 

(a) The above constitutes most of the 2nd stage 
of the Pacific Campaign. Remaining in that stage are strong 
attrition attacks on enemy positions in the CAROLINE and 
MARSHALL ISLANDS. The sooner we accomplish the Second Stage, 
the sooner the war, and its terrific drain on our national 
resources, will be brought to successful conclusion. This 
point is stressed here because there is too often the tendency 
of the military profession to wait until everything is 
absolutely perfect before any operation can commence. Con¬ 
ditions will never be perfect, and we cannot afford to miss 
any chance while waiting for perfection. 


1*4 


713 












O rs 


(b) The Japanese have recently been up against 
their first real opposition and have taken a bad beating. In 
their present extended and disorganized condition they are 
less apt to be ready to meet us than they will after only a 
short period of consolidation of their remaining strength. 

(c) Enemy morale must have suffered in the past two 
months. Ours can be considered excellent. 

(d) Our amphibious training is incomplete; and, of 
importance, those troops who have received training are untried. 
We have yet to get the full measure of coordination between the 
Army and Navy, particularly to obtain full benefit from Army 
air forces. 

In any island to island advance we will be most 
dependent on the strength and effectiveness of the Army air¬ 
craft unless the Navy can obtain landplane types. 

Our troops are brave and willing but their per¬ 
formance has yet to be tested in battle. On the other hand, 
the enemy is known to be skillful and experienced. Their co¬ 
operation between all branches of the Service seems excellent. 

(e) While we have had good success in the past mak¬ 
ing educated guesses as to enemy intentions, there are already 
indications that our sources of information are drying up. So 
far as we know our communications are secure. 
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4. Factors more directly applicable to armed forces , 

(a) Vessels, including aircraft : 

OVftl - On July 6, 1942, there will be available: 

At PEARL - Task Force ELEVEN - 1 CV, 3 GA, 2 DL, 6 DO. 

Task Force SIXTEEN - 1 GV, 1 CA, 1 GL, 1 DL, 

6 DD. 

Task Force SEVENTEEN - 1 CV, 3 CA, 1 GL, 

6 DD. 

Enroute to South Pacific - 

Task Force EIGHTEEN - 1 CV, 3 CA, 1 CL, 8 DD. 
On ViEST COAST - 

Task Force ONE - 8 3B, 1 CL, 7 DD. 

Note: Fleet oilers will be assigned to Task Forces. 
AMPHIBI0 T JS TROOPS - 

Offensively trained 

1st Marine Division less 7th Marines 

available NEW ZEALAND July 24th 14,000 troops 

2nd Marines (SAN DIEGO) ready now 5,000 " 

Total - 19,000 

Prospective offensively trained 

3rd Army Division (requires training 


and some weapons) 

15,000 

2nd Marine Division (requires 


training and equipment) 

10,000 

7th Marines (when relieved about 


1 September) 

4.000 

Total 

- 29,000 


1-6 


715 























A 




Defensively trained only 

5th Defense Battalion and 3rd Barrage Balloon 
Squadron due for transfer to NEW ZEALAND 


about 1 July. Available 1 August. 

3rd Defense Battalion ready PEARL July 15. 

In SOUTH PACIFIC - 
CRUISERS 

AniTTT ) 

LEANDEr' ) U P° n release from Pacific Fleet - . 

ASCANIA 

MONAWAI 

DESTROYERS 

LE TRIGMPIIANT 
LEOPARD 


GUNBOAT 


CHEVREUIL 
SERVICE UNITS 

SOLACE 

RIGEL 

ANTARES 

WHITNEY 

TERN 

SWAN 

TURKEY 

COMANGA 

7 YP3 

Small craft not listed 
12 YMS enroute 


AIR 

BALLARD 
CURTISS 
McFarland 
MACKINAC 
30 PBYs 
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(a) (Continued) 
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AMPHIBIOUS FORCE 


Transdiv Ejpht 

NEVILLE 

HEY7VOOD (enroute) 

G.V. ELLIOTT (enroute) 

FULLER 

FOMALHAUT (enroute) 

BELLATRIX 

Transdiv Ten 

I.ICCA7/LEY 

BARNETT (enroute) 

HUNTER LIGGETT 
AMERICAN LEGION 
LIBRA (enroute 7/l) 

In SOUTHWEST PACIFIC 

Task Force 1+2 - Rear Admiral Rockwell 

(Based Brisbane) 

GRIFFIN 


TULSA 


Subdiv 201 

Subdiv 

S-37 

S-42 

3-38 

3-43 

S-39 

S-44 

S-40 

3-45 

S-41 

S-46 


3-47 


Task Force 1+1+ - Rear Admiral Crutchley (RN) 

AUSTRALIA 

CANBERRA 

HOBART 

CHICAGO 

1+ destroyers of Desron 4 

Task Force $0 - Vice Admiral Leary 

Desron 1+ less 1+ DD 

ADELAIDE 

STUART 

ARUNTA 

TROMP 

WESTRALIA 

KAUIMBLA 

MANOORA 

GOLDSTAR 
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(a) (Continued) 

Task Force 50 (Continued) 

50.6 Service Group - Captain Paddock 

DOBBIN 
A & 0 Unit 
Aircraft Torp. Unit 
Aircraft Service Unit 

Task Force 51 - Rear Admiral Lockwood 

(Based Fremantle) 


PHOENIX 

VOYAGER 

LANAKAI 

ISABEL 

LARK 

WHIPPOORWILL 

TRINITY 

VICTORIA 

HOLLAND 

PELIAS (enroute) 


Subdiv 21 

Subdiv 22 

SAIMON 

SEAL 

SARGO 

SAURY 

SPEARFISH 

SKIPJACK 

SNAPPER 

STINGRAY 

STURGEON 

SCULPIN 

SAILFISH 

SWORDFISH 

Subdiv 202 

Subdiv 203 

SEADRAGON 

SEALIGN 

SEARAVEN 

SEAWOLF 

PERCH 

PICKEREL 

PORPOISE 

Subdiv 6l 


TAMBOR 

TAUTOG 

THRESHER (enroute) 

GAR 

GRAMPUS 

GRAYBACK 
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4. (a) (Continued) 

ENEMY - Estimated air strength in the area under review: 

Patrol Float 



YF 

VB 

Planes 

Planes 

VO 

Total 

New Britain) 
New Ireland) 

- 25 

33 

12 

10 

23 

103 

New Guinea 

39 

10 

0 

0 

0 

49 

Solomons 

0 

0 

4 

4 

8 

16 

Available 

outside 

area 

for quick 

reenforcement 

of 

area under 

study: 






Marshalls (inc.36 

24 

24 

36 

0 

120 

Gilberts) 

Truk-Ponape 

36 

18 

12 

18 

0 

84 


4 

3 

12 

4 
4 
8 

12 

2 

3-4 

4 

6-8 

3-4 


Estimate of probable seaborne strength 
(On 15 July under present known conditions) 


Crudiv 6 (4-AOBA) 

Crudiv 18 (1 KA3HIMA - 2 TATSUTA) 

Desron 6, reinforced 

Gunboar division 8 

Mine sweep division 16 

SC divs 51-53 

Subron 7 (reenforced) 

NOTORO, KAMOI 


CA 
CL 
DD 

XPG(XCL) 

XAM 
PC 

ss 

AV 

XAV - Air tenders (FUJIKAWA MARU, etc) 

(plus?) MTB - Motor torpedo squadron attached 8th 
Base Force RABAUL 

AP - 8th Base Force (reenforced) 

AK - 8th Base Force (reenforced) 



Also, 

the following 

could be 

in the SW Pacific by 


August 1st: 





Cardiv 4 

Cardiv 5 


3 

CV 

RYU JO 

ZUIKAKU 


2 

XCV 

JUNYO 

SHOKAKU 

(believed that repairs now 



ZUIHO 


completed) 



Batdiv 3 

Crudiv 8 

Desron 10 

2 

BB 

HARUNA 

TONE 

NAGARA 



KI RISEIMA 

CHIKUMA 

12 DD 



Crudiv 4 



6 

CA 

ATAGO 





TAKAO 
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4. (a) (Continued) 


Crudiv 5 

3 CL MYOKO 

36 DD (Inc. HAGURO 
plane guards) 

Desron 4 

2 AV SENDAI 

12 DD 

Subron 8 

12 SS 12 SS 


Desron 2 

JUITSU 
12 DD 


Airon 7 

CIIITOSE 

CHIYODA 


2-3 XAV Miscellaneous Air-tenders 

aux. Seaplane tenders. 


(b) Troops 


NEW BRITAIN 

12 

,000 

NEW IRELAND 


200 

ENANG ISLAND 


50 

MANUS ISLAND 


400 

LAE (New Guinea) 

800 

SALAMAUA " 


200 

TULAGI 


1400 

SOHANA ISLAND 

600 

KIETA (Bougain¬ 

500 

ville ) 


BUIN-VAI3I 


100 

Note: 

The 

troop 


the 

remai 


Forces. 


Marines. 


The following maximum troop strength is estimated 
in the area under consideration as of June 25, 1942: 

(Vicinity RABAUL and adjacent small islands) 
(KAVIENG and patrols at Cape St. George) 
(Southeast NIT// HANOVER) 

(LORENGAU) 

(Probably split into small patrols from 

FINSCHAVEN to BUNA) 

(Split in several nearby islands. Main 
strength and headquarters on GAVUTU) 
(SOLOMONS - Buka Passage) 


At LORENGAU the garrison is definitely 
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(c) Personnel 

We have two experienced Carrier Task Force Com¬ 
manders, plus one who has not yet had battle flag command, and 
one who has commanded cruisers in battle. 

Pilots with experience are spread very thin; 
and those recently in battle are shaken. All other personnel 
is adequate in experience and numbers. 

As noted before, our personnel is beginning to 
show fatigue from recent strenuous duty. 

The enemy has probably lost a number of experienced 
older officers including some of Flag rank, and must have lost 
a good percentage of their experienced pilots, and a large 
number of enlisted men. 

(d) Material 

There are some indications that our bombs are 
not as effective as they should be. 

Our torpedoes are not as effective as the enemy’s. 

No serious machinery derangements have been ex¬ 
perienced by our ships which prevents satisfactory mobility. 

We are beginning to find that our airplanes are 
not as advertized, always "the best in the world". For example, 
except for armor protection the zero fighter is better than any¬ 
thing we have; our PBYs are extremely vulnerable; our B-17s do 
not have the radius under war conditions that they were thought 
to have. 

The enemy material is generally good to excellent. 
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( e ) Logistics 

All our fuel, ammunition, weapons, aircraft, 
food, clothing, spare parts, repair materials, and general 
supplies must be transported to the area. While fuel may be 
a difficult problem if a large force steams at higher speeds 
than 15 knots more than a few days during the operations, it 
can be handled. 

There is no indication yet that the enemy is 
unable to support himself in this respect. 

One Construction Battalion can be made available. 

Troop replacements can be made by shifting less 
trained men to the more inactive positions to relieve fully 
trained troops for garrison duty in the active positions. Suf¬ 
ficient troops are available for the operation if used to max¬ 
imum advantage. It is not believed that the Army in the SOUTH 
PACIFIC can arrive at TULAGI on the first target date to take 
over defense. Marine defense battalions can be ready, and later 
relieved by the Army. 

Ample Jap troop replacements are considered 
available if the operation is prolonged. 

Facilities 

In the process of construction we have major 
advanced bases at BLEA.CHER and FULCRUM. Anchorages are avail¬ 
able for a large force at BLEACHER and PEARL. Anchorages for 
one Task Force and a smaller are available at POPPY, FANTAN, 
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STRAW, BOBCAT and FULCRUM. Reports now indicate that two CV 
Task Forces can be accommodated at 'WHITE POPPY. One CV air group 
can be landed at the airfield but must use caution as the field 
is under repair. 

There is no drydock for a CV south of PEARL. CA 
and smaller can be docked in AUSTRALIA and NEW ZEALAND. 

Tender renairs can be made available at any 
sheltered anchorage. Large repair can be accomplished at SYDNEY, 
but this will be hampered by lack of blueprints and spare parts. 
Moderate shore repair facilities are available at FULCRUM. 

One hospital ship is at BLEACHER and one mobile 
unit can be made available in NEW ZEALAND. 

Recreation is almost non-existent in the South 
Pacific except in NEW ZEALAND. 

There is no indication that lack of facilities have 
hampered enemy operations. Large repairs can be undertaken at 
TRUK. A floating drydock which may be able to dock a CA is there. 

5. Details of own and enemy positions . 

Information regarding own bases in the SOUTH 

PACIFIC is appended marked "A". 

Information on enemy positions is appended marked 

"B". 

6. Conclusions as to Relative Fighting Strength. 

Strength Factors 
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6. (Continued) 

Own 

1. Enemy bases at RABAUL, LAE, 
SALAMAUA and TULAGI are 
within range of our shore- 
based aircraft. 

2. Our bases supporting the 
operation are adequate ex¬ 
cept no air bases to east¬ 
ward or southward are in 
range. 

3. Ability to provide adequate 
logistics. 

4. Almost unlimited potential 
strength. 

Weakne 

Own 

1. Difficult problem of neutral¬ 
izing enemy shore based air 
so our carriers can approach 
the TULAGI area. 

2. Present weakness of SOUTH 
PACIFIC bases. 

3. Long lines of communications. 

1-15 


Enemy 

1. Excellent and experienced 
troops. 

2. Good air coverage of the 
area. 

3. Long range scouting. 

4. Superior VF. 

5. Better and shorter air 
route from home bases. 

6. Efficient aerial torpedoes. 


; factors 

Enemy 

1. General extended state of 
forces. 

2. At present difficulty in 
replacing ships and steel 
products. 

3. Recent losses resulting in 
new fleet readjustments. 
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(Continued) 


Weakness Factors (Continued) 


Own 


Enemy 


4. Difficult logistic problem. 4. Probably lowered morale. 

5. Untried amphibious troops. 

6. High percentage of inexper¬ 
ienced pilots. 

7. Difficult coordination with 
Army (land-based aircraft). 

8. Must establish new bases. 
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SECTION II 

1. Analysis of the Objective . 

The decision has been made to proceed at an early 
date v/ith the start of the Second Stage of the Pacific Cam¬ 
paign. It now remains to investigate hov/ and when. 

It is considered that the capture of bases in, and 
expelling the enemy from the SOLOMONS - BISMARCK ARCHIPELAGO - 
ADMIRALTY ISLANDS are and wills 

(a) Reduce the threat of AUSTRALIAN invasion to 
almost the vanishing point. 

(b) Reduce the threat to our communications to 
AUSTRALIA and to our South Pacific bases. 

(c) Permit us to Initiate strong attrition against 
enemy forces and positions in the CAROLINES and MARSHALLS. 

(d) Constitute a springboard for further extension 
of control. 

That objective will further the general plan of the 

campaign. 

2. Survey of Courses of Action . 

The methods by which we can drive the enemy out of 
the area and occupy it for our own purposes seem to be, broadly, 
two. 

FIRST - to advance step by step to the Northwest 
from our positions in NOUMEA, EFATE and ESPIRITU SANTO. 
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SECOND - to simultaneously hit all enemy positions, 
neutralizing those which interfere, and occupying those 
selected. 

3. At the outset it must be assumed that whichever the 
method to be adopted we cannot count on Allied troops, at least 
in the early stages. This will be an amphibious operation for 
which only Pacific Fleet troops are trained. General MacArthur 
has just advised that he is commencing preparations to train 
forces under him for amphibious warare. Until his troops are 
thus trained, and until operational cooperation is well devel¬ 
oped, there i3 definite danger in attempting to use Australian 
troops, including U.5. troops in Australia, or New Zealand 
troops, for the initial assault. But those troops may well 
be considered as a source of supply for garrisons when advance 
positions are captured. Later training may permit their use 
for assault. In any plan, the air support which General Mac- 
Arthur can give from AUSTRALIA and from PORT I.IORESBY is essen¬ 
tial to the success of the operation. If adequate air from 
laORESBY is not available we will be unable to neutralize enemy 
air at a very critical time. The naval forces assigned to the 
Southwest Pacific must also be fully employed In this operation. 

In the first met-od the entire strength of the effort 
is progressively concentrated on single positions, while in the 
second there is considerable dispersion. The enemy has been 
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quite successful in the tep by step operation. The general 
idea is well understood and requires no explanation here. The 
simultaneous assault and attack may be a very difficult opera¬ 
tion becuase until we can neutralize enemy air in the area 

% 

there seems no sure way of making a pproaches undetected. We 
are thus subjected to repeated air attack from shore-based 
air during at least the daylight period. 

As was amply demonstrated at MIDWAY, an attacker 
who has not neutralized shore-based air in advance is at a 
great disadvantage. He can expect early discovery well out¬ 
side his ovai carrier launching point. After discovery he has 
the choice of wading on in in hope of getting local air super¬ 
iority before he is sunk; or of retiring. 

Surprise in this operation is always a possibility, 
but the chances seem remote when possibilities of enemy search 
are considered. There is the possibility, however, that enemy 
air in the area can be sufficiently neutralized to permit a 
striking force to get within attack range undetected. This 
involves the large use of air from PORT MORESBY. 

Whatever the method, when vie are committed to the 
offensive and all that the offensive implies, we must expect 
and be able to afford disproportionate losses in gaining our 
objective. If we are not prepared to lose ships and men yet, 
then the time is not ripe. 


II-3 


728 












It seems reasonable to suppose that by the first of 
August we will have the necessary trained troops. But, judg¬ 
ing from the past, and from known plans to fight this war as 
a whole, the planes suggested above as necessary are not in 
sight. Take LABAUL alone - v/e should be able to send at least 
3G B-17 or E-24 over each air field in that vicinity two or 
three time in the 36 hours before bringing out carriers v/ithin 
reach. 

Between nov; and the first of August much may happen, 
but for this discussion we will adhere to an assumption that 
the general picture remains the same. That is, that the v/ar 
will go along without any major changes - such as an all-out 
attack on ALASKA, or the entrance of RUSSIA into the war 
against Japan, or the defeat of RUSSIA by Hitler, or the com¬ 
plete loss of the I.IEDITERRANEAI! by BRITAIN, or the collapse 
of CHINA. 
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SECTION III 




CAPABILITIES OF THE ENEMY 

1. Despite losses In the Coral Sea, MIDWAY, and seem¬ 
ingly over-extended dispositions, the enemy is well capable 
of exerting very great pressure at almost any point he decides. 
Thus, he is dangerous - and may be a bit reckless. The evil 
of under-estimating an enemy was recently shown at TOBRUK (if 
the press is correct). 


2. Summary of the Enemy’s Sit\iatlon . 

(a) As of the date of this estimate the enemy seems 
to have three things in mind primarily involving his Navy: 

(1) Operations in the Northwest Pacific, 
po33ibly, but not probably, including an attack on 
RUSSIA. 

(2) Extension of his holdings In the South¬ 
west Pacific to eliminate LORESBY and get near enough 
to strike at least at our AUSTRALIAN communications. 

(3) Keep his Western flank secure while he 
consolidates hi3 great and newly acquired possessions. 

(b) His now depleted carrier divisions are operating 
north of the equator. He has been reinforcing both his air 
and troops in the Southwest Pacific. Some needed unit3 are 
under repair. 

(c) If by his LIDWAY campaign, he expected to gain 
a free hand in both the Northwest and the Southwest Pacific, 
that plan failed. He must now make other plan3 on a reduced 
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U. The effect desired bp the Encrr- . 

(a) The nature and extent of the next enemy moves 
are uncertain. Therefore it may be profitable to briefly review 
the past and remark on what seem to be trends. On December 7, 
1941, the Japs effectively stopped us at the MIDWAY - OAHU line. 

We have only ventured past that line in the Central Pacific 
(generally the 180th Meridian) with submarine and air raids. 

Those raids have been only moderately effective. 'Ve were unable 
to divert him from his occupation of MALAYSIA and the PHILIPPINES. 
His first hurt came in the Coral Sea v/hen he was forced to turn 
back. He then conceived his grandiose scheme of digging in on 
the MIDWAY - OAHU line and in the ALEUTIANS at the same time. 

Very fortunately for us we were able to make a good ’’educated 
guess” and were ready at MIDWAY. In the ALEUTIANS not much has 
hanp ne- 1 one way or another. Me nay be hunting a weak spot or 
trying to set a trap. So far we have been able to keep the 
holes plugged. 

(b) Viewed broadly, Japan now has under her control 
almost every natural resource needed for not only her war, but 
to support her as a first rate power with undisputed hegemony 
in the Orient. She would probably like nothing better than to 
sit bacV and consolidate her gains. In fact a pea which would 
give her all places now occupied would be just right. Dut she 
see3 the danger of Allied interference and sees no way of com¬ 
pelling security desired without a bit more extension. She 


III-L 


731 


























also has a pact with Hitler which she cannot afford to break. 

In her present position her only salvation lies in a Hitler 
victory - or at least a European stalemate - and while the 

issue is in doubt she must better her position. She knows 

\» 

the United States i3 preparing to make a major effort in the 
European Theatre. And as long as we continue to make our major 
effort in Europe she feels that her chance is good to improve 
her Pacific position. 

(c) Enemy capabl1itie s . 

The enemy has the strength available to: 

(1) Continue the ALEUTIAN offensive to include 
an attempt to occupy the ALEUTIANS and possibly the 
ALASKAN mainland. 

(2) Attack the OAHU - MIDWAY line in force. 

(3) Attack o\ir air ferry routes from OAHU to 
the Southwest Pacific. 

(4) Continue her march from the RAEAUL area 
to the South. 

(5) Attack SIBERIA. 

(6) Make another attempt in the Indian Ocean 

Theatre. 

(d) Suit'! bill by , pk-g si. d! I ty an l Acceptability . 

Course (l) . This is not considered suitable nor feasible. 

It is believed that the enemy may attempt to gain security for 
course (5) by occupying only enough positions to prevent our 
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use of staging points from ALASKA to SIBERIA. If this is cor¬ 
rect, the occupation of ATTU and KISKA in the ALEUTIANS and of 
a position m the Si . LAWRE1 CE ISLANDS - NONE area would suffice. 
With our present deployment such a course seems feasible, suit¬ 
able and acceptable. 

Course (2) . How that the enemy has made one disastrous at¬ 
tempt in this direction it seems probable that further attempts - 
at least in the foreseeable future - will not be considered 
acceptable. 

Courses (3) Both are suitable but (4) seems to be the most 
and (4). 

logical as it would, if successful, do most 
dama e to our plans. With the enemy in NOUMEA, for example, 
he could be a great nuisance. 

Course (5) . Was mentioned above. Such action may be oart 
of the Axi3 grand strategy but there are indications at present 
that Japan Is unwilling. The naval forces involved would be 
minor. 

Course (6) . This again may be part of the Axis strategy for 
the purpose of supporting land operations to gain a stronger 
hold in INDIA and to eliminate the British threat to MALAY 
and N.E.I. 

If course (6) is adopted he must remain on the 
defensive in the Pacific. Conversely he cannot be on the offen¬ 
sive in the Pacific and In the Indian Ocean at the same time. 
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(e) Retained courses are (l) and (4). If he 


chooses between these courses, the latter is favored as the 
one he will adopt. He nay attempt bot but it is believed 
that his remaining carrier strength is insufficient for 
reasonable chance of success. 
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SECTIOK IV 




SELECTIOK OF THE BEST COURSE OF aCTION 

1. As our general course of action has been selected 
there now remains only an examination of the details which will 
permit a decision as to the method. 


2. Because the airplanes necessary to neutralize shore- 
based air thro\ighout the area are not now in sight, an attempt 
to make simultaneous landings and capture the whole area in a 
matter of hours probably can't be made. It is considered to 
be a fine method which was only regretfully given up after most 
careful consideration. 


3. The Adopted Course of Action . 

As previously stated we are committed to step by 
step method. In view of this a general plan for the capture 
of TULAGI and its occupation to hold that point is to be dis¬ 
missed. After the TTJLAGI Area is made usable for operations 
by land-based planes, it is understood that we will proceed 
with task $2. 

AK OTJTLUTE OF A PLAN FOR THE CAPTURE OF TULAGI 

4. (a) In the following, "A" Day is the day that troops 
will land at TULAGI, now tentatively set as August 1, 1942. 

(b) The following are assumed to be completely 
ready on A-5 Day: 
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(1) Task Porces 11 and IS in the NOUMEA Area. 

(2) FIRST Narine Division minus the 7th Regi¬ 
ment plus the 2d Regiment (reenforced) in transports 
within 1200 miles of TULAGI. 

(3) 1st Marine Raider Battalion embarked in 
6 APD In the NEW HEBRIDES - NEW CALEDONIA area. 

(4) 30 VPB tender based in the NEW HEBRIDES - 
HEW CALEDONIA area prepared to scout the approach to 
the SOLOMONS. 

(5) Australian ground, naval, and air forces 

ready. 

(6) Australian surface ships in the Coral Sea 

area. 

(7) Two defense battalions in the general area. 

(8) Three DMS; 1 AE; 1 AT (Salvage) in the 
NOUMEA Area. 

(9) One SS with raiders embarked within 500 
nile3 of TULAGI. 

(c) As there are probably not more than 1000 troops 
at TULAGI it i3 believed necessary to employ only one Raider 
Battalion to secure a beachhead and one regiment (2nd) for the 
landing. No shore bombardment by ships is contemplated. An 
estimate of the landing operation is appended marked "C". 
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G. 


Eroad schedule for the Plan. 


2*2 

-5 


Event 

(1) Task Forces 11, 18 and troops underway as necessary 
to reach Lat 18° S, 168° E at 11 hours local -5 Day. 

(2) Search the ISV sectors from the POPPY - ROSES bases 
to discover enemy craft. 

(3) Commence harrassing raid on TULAGI with 5 VPB. 

(4) Coramence harrassing raid on RABAUL and BUKA air¬ 
dromes with B-17 or E-24 from HOJtESBY. 

(5) Sotithwest Pacific submarines on station in the 
RABAUL Area. 

(6) Australian surface forces commence operations in 
the Ilortheast Coral Sea to locate and destroy infer¬ 
ior enemy forces. 

UOTE: This is not considered an essential operation 
based on present information of enemy forces. This 
force can be called on as escort of APs thus permit¬ 
ting Task Forces 11 and 18 to cover only. 

(7) Defense battalions embarked. 


Day 

-4 (1) Continue search and harrassing raids. 

(2) Covering and landing forces enroute rendezvous. 


















I 
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Day Event 

-3 (l) Rendezvous just south of EFATE. Lat 18° S, 

Long 163° E, fueled except DDs. Commence approach. 

(2) Continue search and harrassing raids. 

(5) Submarine raiders destroy seaplanes in TULAGI harbor. 


Day 

-2 (l) Continue approach. CV task forces in covering 

position. APs maintain speed of advance 12 kt3. 
APDs speed up to arrive TULAGI just before dawn. 

(2) Knock out VB landing fields at RABAUL and BUKA. 

(3) Continue search. 

(4) Fuel DDs as necessary. 


Day 

-1 (l) Concentrate heavy air pounding of landing strips 

knocked out to prevent repairs. 

(2) Continue air search. 


"A" Day 

(1) APDs land raiders just before dawn. 

(2) DI.'IS sweep approaches. 

(3) CVs continue covering operations and provide 
VF protection as close to APs as possible. 

(4) At about 1000 local commence landing from APs. 

(5) Continue search. 
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"A" Da" (Gont’d) 

(C) Continue air pounding of landing strips to 
prevent repairs. 

(7) When landing completed APs withdraw. 

(8) hove up one AVD to vicinity GUADALCANAL. 


O 


o 


Day 

A / 1 (l) Continue search. 

(2) Continue B-17 attack on airdromes. 

(3) Land defense battalion. 

(4 )Commence unloading gear and preparation for 
building an airfield. 


A / 5 (l) Relieve landing force with defense battalion. 



As soon os possible 

(1) I-Iove in Narine air when landing ship is ready. 

(2) Relieve Narine defense battalion by Army 
garrison. Suggest colored troops. 

(3) Commence task No. 2. 


0 
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DISCUSSION CF EACH EVEITT 


A-5 event (l) . It is assumed that the CV task forces will have 
been in the NOUMEA area for several days. During that time the 
task force commanders will have had an opportunity to discuss 
the plan for the capture of TULAC-I as adopted by Commander, South 
Pacific Force. By day A-5 all command preparations will have 
been completed, including the communication set-up. As the APs 
have not room enough at NOUMEA they must leave from other bases 
for rendezvous with CVs. Those not participating in task #1 
will remain in port. 

A-5 event (2) . The primary purpose of the PBY search is to pre¬ 
vent oxir striking forces from being surprised by an enemy carrier 
group. We can have available four seaplane tenders - the CURTISS, 
MACKINAC, McFARLAND and BALLARD. The latter two can only pro¬ 
vide search fuel for 12 planea for 2 searches. The MACKINAC 
can fuel 12 planes for 4 searches. As the search cannot be 
effective from NOUMEA the tenders must be put in advance posit¬ 
ions. Advance positions which seem favorable are at EELEP 
ISLAND, North NEW CALEDONIA; IIAVANNAH HARBOR, EEATE: the South¬ 
east Coast of ESPIRITU SANTO; and NDENI. At first, it would 
seem desirable to use IIAVANNAH HARBOR and EELEP. Later NDENI 
is to be considered. Because of gas limitations of the tenders, 
some will probably have to be put ashore in drums. Also, crews 
may have to live ashore. The CURTISS can go to EFATE with 
safety. 
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A-5 event (5) . It uld seem feasible to now commence a dally 
harrassing of positions In TULAGI area. This also has the 
definite reconnaissance purpose. Three PHY from HAVANNAH 
HARBOR are suggested. 

A-5 Event (4) . The VB at airfields at RAEAUL and BUKA are a 
definite threat to any ships within 600 miles. While present 
ORANGE strength of long range planes will hardly permit long 
range search and attack at that radius, the threat is a real 
one and must be neutralized if possible. It gets worse as the 
CVs get in closer. The start of this effort would be with 
abo\i.t 50 100-lb demolition bombs landed on dispersal areas, 

shops, hangars, etc., at VUNAXANAU; the 3ane number ar LAKUNAI, 

• 

and about 25 on MALAGUNA. At BUKA, about 25 100-lb demolition 
should be landed on the same type target. Later information 
may show better targets. Photos would also be taken on these 
flights. VB from AUSTRALIA, via MORESBY, would be employed 
and the attacks must be pressed home. In all these attacks 
the B-17s should bomb from 75 to 100 feet altitude. 

A-5 Event (5) . It will be assumed that only the S-boats are 
available. These will be placed - In ST. GEORGES CHANNEL - 
one boat; the remainder on a line NE of NEW IRELAND between 
BOANG and PUNA. 

A-5 Event (C) . The object of this is to eleviate operations 
of like enemy forces. But as noted before, the most profit¬ 
able employment of these ..forces is escort of the APs. 
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A-5 Event (7) , As noted before, it is not believed that there 
is any chance of the Army being ready on the target date to 
move into the TULAGI area. The landing forces have no weapons 
for AA defense and are vulnerable to air attack. The defense 
battalion must provide almost immediate defense of both the 
seaplane area and the landing field area. A balloon barrage 
for the latter is provided during the construction stage. 

A-4 Event (l) . The search and harrassing open tions continue 
as before. Weather may reduce this from that herein planned. 

A-4 Event (2) . The CVs take up covering position as the situa¬ 
tion demands. The speed of advance is assumed to be 12 knots 
for the transports. 

A-5 Event (l) . The rendezvous just south of EFATE is out of 
any enemy aircraft range except carrier borne. Fueling can 
be undertaken if needed with impunity, except that sub attack 
is always a possibility. This is probably too far from the 
objective to fuel DDs. 

A-5 Event (2) . As on previous days. 

A-5 Event (5) . This is an operation which we have never tried 
before. The submarine would gradually work its way into the 
immediate vicinity of the seaplanes moored at TULAGI . During 
darkness the raiders would get close enough to the seaplanes 
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in boats and from the deck of the sub to produce a simultaneous 
large volume of fire on the enemy seaplanes. While the deck 
gun may also be used, the min reliance would be placed on 
large volume small caliber fire. The operation requires much 
study and is only noted here as a reminder. If successful, 
the approach to TULA 1 !I by the troops may be a complete surprise. 

A-2 Event (l) . ho further remarks. 

A-2 Event (2) . This operation is of great importance and the 
success of the venture hinges, to large extent on its effec¬ 
tiveness. Here we must have pilots who will lay 1000-lb bombs 
right on the runways. 2000-lb bombs are fine for this but the 
probability of hitting is such that the double number of 1000-lb 
is best. It will probably do no good to try this from the 
customary 25,000 feet release point. In Europe it has been 
shown that 100 foot altitude of release Is safer than very 
high altitude. If this operation is a success, the task is 
a cinch. If not, we may lose a carrier. 

A-2 Events (3) and (4) . The search is the same, and DDs are 
now fueled before being in land-based air bombing range. 

A-l Event (l) . The object here is to prevent repair. Every 
effort must be made to make repeated low level flights over 
these fields to be sure that they remain out of commission. 
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July Oth 


Task Force 11 and 18 are enroute to the South 
Pacific. Task Force 16 is training off PEARL and preparing 
to depart about for the South Facific on the 15th. Task 
Force 0 continues a3 noted yesterday. Task Force 17 is 
training at PEARL. 

Preparations have been nade to send about 225,000 
barrels fuel oil per CV task force per month to NEW CALEDONIA 
AREA. 

TUTUILA air fi]\ed is not yet ready for Army 7B. 

They desire use of that field in emergency only. 

There is considerable malaria at ROSES. Sickness 
there at this time could have an important bearing on the 
planned operations. 

Vice Admiral Ghormley has returned to FULCRUM 
from his conference with General McArthur. 

The Jap activities at GUADALCANAL continue. 

On the other end of the line own submarines are very busy. 

The FINBACK i3 credited with sinking a DD. In as much as the 
Japs do not seen to have much strength at KISKA, CINCPAC 
(pink) was sent to Cormander Task Force 0 to urge action ' 

there by his surface forces. 
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July 9. 


During a conference conducted by Admiral Hinitz, and 
attended by the G.G. Hawaiian Department and Commander Hawaiian 
3ea Frontier, the proposed tasks in the South and Southwest 
Pacific were discussed at length. It was decided to immediately 
send 26 Ti-17s to the Fantan-Poppy area, the transportation of 
ground personnel being provided by the Havy. 

TF-11 and 10 will cross the equator tomorrow, and when 
they cross they will report to Commander South Pacific for duty 
In connection with Task One of the offensive. TF-16 and 17 are 
training in the Hawaiian area. The latter will be retained in 
or near Pearl pending developments. 

TF-j in his 100145(pink) replied to CinCPac 090339(pink) 
generally accepting the idea of a bombardment of ships and* 
shore facilities at Iliska. The 4 DMS reque -.ted will be sent 
to him. His PBY patrol will move to Atka to give better search. 

The airfield at Hoses is now ready for heavy bombers. 

The airfield at Johnston is now 3000 ft by 300 feet. 

Two subs were sighted, one at 5C-20 H, 134-30 ’7 and 
the other near Pago Pago. 


The THRESHER at 'Votje believes ■ that she sank 1 AV and 
1 AC. Probably while on the bottom she was located by a mag¬ 
netic sweep, and was grappled for. Depth charges landing close 
aboard did some damage and she may have to return to Pearl for 
repair. 


There is nothing significant in enemy deployment. 


July 10 . 



Task Forces 11 and 10 reported to Comsopac today for 
Task One of the offensive in the S’,7 Pacific. TF-16 is out 
shooting, and will probably go south the 15th. TF-17 is being 

kept in the Pearl area for eventualities. TF-3 in his 100145 
(pink) o\itlines his plan to bombard ICiska and vicinity with 
his surface forces. This is in response to a bit of urging 
by CinCPac (090339 pink). 

CinCPac 101959 (pink) directs the transfer of 26 P-17s 
from Hawaii to the POPPY-FAHTAR -area for use in Task One. 

Coninch 102100 (2 part pink) gives the views of the 
Combined Chiefs of Staff on the coning offensive, in reply to 
the estimate of Ghormley and MacArthur. The gist is that we 
will go right ahead with Task One. 
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July 10 (Continued). 

The 3-27 has been destroyed in the Aleutians. Com¬ 
plete destruction was not accomplished. 

The ARGONHE left for the South Pacific to act as 
flagship for Vice Admiral Ghormley during the forthcoming 
offensive. Some Army personnel, ammunition, and equipment 
for B-17s in the POPPY-FANTAH Area went forward in the ARGONKE. 


Comlncla 101250 describes the method of contact reports 
in joint operations by the officer exercising unity of command. 


It Is just possible that a CV is operating in the 
FANTAIT-POPPY Area. Enemy land planes there were reported todaj^ 
but the report is apt to be erroneous. There are Initial signs 
of large enemy operations about to build up in the ST Pacific. 
These operations can hardly take place for two or three weeks <- 
at the earliest. W' 


July 11 provided SouWei W 

Comsopac 112000 (pink) believes that he has enough 
forces 'e x cept for interdiction hostile aircraft activities in 
the RA3AUL Area. In his 110045jflie says that he has insufficient 
intelligence facilities and must lean heavily on Cincpac and 
Comsowespac during forthcoming operations. 

There is being started a plan to exercise TF1 and 17 
together, winding up with a bombardment of the south tip of the 
Island of HAWAII. Corfmianders involved will work up a plan for 
this. The main idea is to boost BB morale. 

TF 16 has been training in the Hawaii area for support 
of amphibious operations. 

,!>W 

TF 8 is quiet. Amateur,, Army radio deception in the 
Alaskan area recently brought censure from Opnav. 

Cinooac 120419 refers the matter of release of Free 
French radio in the South Pacific to Oominch. 

There is great need for tuna type vessels in the entire 
Pacific. The 14th District has been robbed of four to send south. 
This situation will not improve until fall. At that time about 
50 small ships will be ready. 

There is nothing new about the Japs. The SWORDFISH re¬ 
ports that in June the Japs were not engaged in salvage of the i 
PRINCE OF ’VALES and RENOWN. * 
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12 1489 


EMMONS TO CHIEF ARMY AIR FORCE 


Proposed operations of Hawaiian Mobile Air Force of 
one heavy bombardment group will require augmented 
air transport facilities. Request one long range 
transport squadron be assigned Hawaii with C-54 type 
aircraft or equivalent. 
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•JULY 12 

13 0211 C IN’CP AC to COM INCH. .Info C0K50PAC. 




Prospective needs antiaircraft artillery units in 
South Pacific advanced positions within range enemy 
shore based air far exceed present available units. 
Antiaircraft group Uth Defense Battalion is now 
being divided between ROSES and BUTTON resulting in 
inadequate protection both places. Present plans 
provide for dividing antiaircraft groups 3rd and 5th De¬ 
fense Battalions to provide protection 3 places. This 
basically unsound and will result in reducing effective¬ 
ness of all elements of divided units. Survey of Army 
antiaircraft units now in Soupac Area shows them in¬ 
adequate for present bases and therefore not available 
for relieving Marine AA units at new bases. To pro¬ 
vide adequate AA defense at new bases within range 
enemy shore based air and to provide mobile defense to 
support further offensive movements of which our at¬ 
tack elements are cauable recommend expediting readiness 
of 10th and 12th Defense Battalions and immediate trans¬ 
fer of 3 Army antiaircraft regiments to Soupac Area. 

13 0035Z MARSHALL TO COMGENHAWDEPT 



4849-12th Movement directed by Cincpacs reurad 1463-11 
was authorized by paragraph 3 of Joint Chiefs of Staffs 
directive July 10 to be passed to you by Nimitx. You 
were informed in War Department radio 4695 July 4 that 
replacement group designated as Hawaiian Mobile Air 
Force was not contemplated. Your request for replace¬ 
ment of units ordered to South Pacific by Clncpac is 
therefore not considered. Additional LB 30’s or B-24's 
as requested by you for proposed attacks on Berry can 
not be made available in time. LB 30 with avs equip¬ 
ment now on West Coast enroute to you. Additional 
planes of this type not immediately available. 
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15 0237 CINCPAC to PACIFIC FLEET. 

Amphibious Force South Pacific hereby established 
effective zero hours OCT 16 July. Composition 
Transdivs 8, 10, 1st Mardiv less 7th ulus 2nd 

Regiment. Rear Admiral Richmond K. Turner com¬ 
mands. In addition following units are temporarily 
assigned duty with Amohibforsopac Transdiv 12 
CRESCENT CITY, PRESIDENT IIAYES, PRESIDENT ADAMS, 
PRESIDENT JACKSON, ZEILIN, ALIISNA, ALCIIIBA, 

BETELOUESE, 1st Marine Raider ,3attalion, 5th 
Marine Defense Battalion, 3rd Marine Barrage 
Balloon Squadron. 

14 1445 COMINCH to CINCPAC . 

Although not stated in my letter serial 00254 of 
3 April Free French have concurred in your designa¬ 
tion as CinC Pacific Ocean Area and recognize this 
as sphere of United States strategic responsibility. 
Your 120419 DeCaulle being advised that you are 
proceeding with suppression of civil radio stations. 

16 0705 CINCPAC to COMINCH. Info COMGENHAWDEPT. 

Refer Urdis 041901. At conference with me today 
prospective British High Commissioner for Western 
Pacific who will exercise administrative control 
of Canton and Christmas agreed to following. 

Military security is paramount consideration. 

Close British radio circuits and use facilities under 
control Cincpac. Our personnel to encode outgoing 
messages for which British codes and cyphers will 
be made available to us. Incoming messages will be 
delivered without decoding. 
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17 2209 COMSOPAC to CINCPAC Info QPTTAV, COMAIRSOPAC. COHINCH . 


In regard Cominch 1211516 Fox ITR 68 Comsopac sends. 
Following is summary airmailed via Cincpac aviation 
strength, facilities and potentialities Auckland 
Area. Have been advised NZ Government ready and will¬ 
ing to organize train and reequip RNZAF to meet our 
requirements. Estimate available personnel sufficient 
to man, operate and maintain 20 combat squadrons during 
1943 if required equipment can be made available. Recom¬ 
mend Affirm aviation for LION Base for AUCKLAND Baker 
sub depot for Army aircraft at NANDI be not delayed Cast 
If NANDI sub depot is out combine Army facilities with 
LION at AUCKLAND Dog Equip RNZAF as soon as aircraft 
available for duty outside MZ area Easy Equip RNZAF 
Singapore Squadron at SUVA with 9 Catalinas. Existing 
airfields AUCKLAND Area can accommodate carrier squadrons 
in addition to existing squadrons as follows: 4 fighter, 

4 bomber, 2 torpedo, but no facilities available for ad¬ 
ditional personnel maintenance or overhaul. Require 
skilled mechanics machinery and technical personnel. 

This for info in advance receipt my letter. Further 
info gives existing organized combat squadrons as 4 Hudson 
and 2 Vincent general reconniassance 4 Kittyhawks fighter 

2 Vincent and 1 Hind Armv cooperative. Of these 1 Hudson 
and 1 Vincent AC nlus 3 -inranore boats in FI-TIS. 1 ad¬ 
ditional Hudson forming for NOUMEA. 

17 2247 C.O. STRAW to 0Q TT S0PAC Info CINCPAC . 

Radio AUCKLAND to Comsopac NWM info Cincpac. STRAW 
Force Comdr. My 162038 and antecedents same subject 

3 additional messages filed this date. Originator holds 
11 1st dated 6 July. This matter becoming quite acute 
Governor thru nonreply his disnatches suspects same not 
forwarded and has stated CO STRAY/BOARD he intends re¬ 
sign as he obviously is not trusted by American author¬ 
ities. His messages filed this date probably resigna¬ 
tion. Originator should and desires visit STRAWBOARD 
but waiting solution this matter to avoid embarrassment. 
Cincpac 160435 noted. Since application provision trans¬ 
fer outgoing to our code involves additional delay suggest 
not apply this case. If authorized transmit NOUMEA 
direct in French code can feed gradually beginning with 
first filed which appears desirable solution. Meanwhile 
communication to MATTEI from his own superior explaining 
situation desirable to reestablish cordial relations. 
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18 0723 CTF 8 to TASKFORCE 8. Info CIITCPAC. COMINCH, 

Reconnaissance KISEA Harbor today reveals one 
cruiser 3 DD’s 1 large AP 2 A-engined patrol planes. 

2 or 3 landing boats. Overcast. Old camp enlarged. 
New camp south of bay and west of 3outh Head. B-24's 
made unprofitable attacks on vessels. Opposed by 
5 single float planes. Moderate to heavy antiair¬ 
craft from north and south head and cruiser at and 
above twenty thousand feet. Large buildings seen 
on North Head. Photos obtained. 1 B-17 shot down. 

17 2026 COMINCH to CINCPAC Info C0 T 'SQPAC. 

In connection your 130211 Army antiaircraft cannot 
be made available from United States in time and 
suggest antiaircraft regiments at BORA BORA and 
TONOATABU be used. Army will furnish one reels ce¬ 
ment antiaircraft regiment as soon as can be assembled 
in United States and shipping provided. Replacement 
additional antiaircraft regiments reouested probably 
can not be made due to prior Any commitments. Chief 
of Staff Army informed. 
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18 0226 COMINCH TO COMSOPAC INFO CINCPAC 





Munitions assignment board Washington has prepared 
list of deficiencies of critical items New Zealand 
ground forces. United States and New Zealand re¬ 
presentatives in England are placing this before 
London munitions board which should take care initial 
equipment for New Zealand forces. Since it is desir¬ 
able that requisitions for all items of any category 
of finished military equipment and munitions be sub¬ 
mitted to one place it is recommended that further 
assignments for New Zealand forces be handled as 
follows: (a) Initially send to London requisitions 
for all munitions except for air forces and motor 
vehicles for ground forces which will be submitted 
to Washington (b) Munitions for U S forces will be 
provided by U S in normal manner (c) All requisitions 
to London or Washington to be approved by you or your 
authorized representatives, and allocations of sup¬ 
plies so furnished to be made by you or above desig¬ 
nated subordinates (d) In obtaining concurrence of 
New Zealdnd authorities for proposed procedure, 
inform them that this Is method fBrxprBpnxKdtxprcjaKiiHXE:* 
in operations for requisitioning supplies for Australia. 
Chief of Staff Army informed. 
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18 1825 COMTASKFOR 8 TO CINCPAC, COMINCE 

Cumulative reports from aircraft over Kiska indicate 
ships present 1 BB 2 CA 3 DD 1 AO 1 large 2 small AK. 
Increased antiaircraft plus boldness fighters makes 
tough opposition. Fighters release apparently harm¬ 
less balls fire and smoke. Seems certain enemy con¬ 
structing landing strip approximate location recom¬ 
mended H 0 187. Photos will be forwarded when de¬ 
livered to originator. 

19 0249 COMALSEC TO COMINCH INFO CINCPAC . 

From Comtaskforce 8. This is my answer to your 
182106 to Comalsec. Contemplated operations in 
accordance with Cincpac 090339 is bombardment of 
Kiska about July 22 by cruisers and destroyers of 
Taskforce 8. Recommend decision on future opera¬ 
tions await the results of present move. Commitment 
for bases as far west in Aleutians as Tanaga will 
involve naval support for supply line that will 
appromate twice the naval strength now stationed 
in this area plus carrier for continued aerial support. 

19 0515 COMSOPAC TO CG POPPY BOBCAT STRAW INFO CINCPAC 


The present situation is such that for reasons of 
military security It ha3 become necessary for radio 
communications in this area to be placed under my 
direct control. At zero hours GOT July 21st you will 
therefore suppress all civil radio stations and exer¬ 
cise censorship over all outgoing civil messages at 
all Free French Island garrisoned by U S troops. In¬ 
form Free French authorities General DeGaulle has 
recognized entire Pacific Area as sphere of United 
States strategic responsibility. He has been advised 
of this suppression of radio. You will transmit French 
official messages in their codes after encoding by our 
personnel. It is therefore necessary Free French make 
their codes available for transmissions. Incoming 
messages will not be decoded by United States personnel 
but will be delivered as received. French commercial 
messages may be handled if deemed expedient in indi¬ 
vidual cases but they shall only be handled If military 
load allows. No charges are to be made for any service. 
Messages now being held may be forwarded to destinat¬ 
ions prior to application above policy. Desire the 
above policy be put into effect in such manner that 
if possible cooperation of Free French officials and 
cordial relations with them may be preserved. 
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19 1751 GOMIKCH TO CINCPAC 


Instructions are being issued by the War Department 
to the appropriate Army commanders directing the 
immediate discontinuance of radio deception^and 
interference by Army radio stations in ALASKA during 
the continuance of the present status of command in 
ALASKA, i.e., "FLEET-OPPOSED INVASION". These in¬ 
structions will permit the use of Army radio facili¬ 
ties in ALASKA for this purpose only upon request of 
the Naval Officer exercising unity of command in 
ALASKA. 

20 0715 COMSOPAC TO COI/IINCH INFO CINCPAC 

The procedure relative to the handling of New Zeal and 
military requisitions recommended in Cominch 182026 
will require a considerable addition to my Staff and 
would be a most probable source of friction with the 
New Zealand authorities where excellent cooperation 
now exists. This opinion based on unofficial discus¬ 
sions with New Zealand Army and civilian authorities. 

The situation here is different than in Australia as 
I am not in command of the land defenses of New Zealand. 
Reasonableness of requisitions submitted can be judged 
as we11 in London or Washington as here unless it is 
expected I, although not in command, investigate New 
Zealand defense plans and conditions of New Zealand 
equipment and supplies. To allocate here supplies 
furnished on New Zealand requisitions would be an 
especially excellent source of friction. I have given 
careful consideration to this subject since my arrival 
and earnestly recommend that final decision be held in 
abeyance pending the arrival in Washington of Colonel 
WESTBROOK of the Joint Purchasing Board who has been 
sent from here to discuss this and in view of the above 
and other subjects with War and Navy Departments. Pend¬ 
ing further instructions from you I am not submitting 
the proposed plan to the New Zealand authorities. 
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20 2215 C0MTASKF0R 1 to CINCPAC info COMAMPHIBFORPAC 

It was originally intended to hold bombardment with 
Amphibious Force at SAN CLEMENTE resulting in exercise 
in most important phase of fire support and troop 
landing and better analysis due to accessability of 
area. Your 120337 changed site but after conference 
with Commander Voegeli repeat Voegeli recommend bom¬ 
bardment exercise be shifted to SAN CLEMENTE. Limited 
ammunition prevents both. 



21 0721 COMALSEC to COMINCH. CINCPAC. COMNORWESEAFRON 

Summary by ComAlSec for Cominch, Cincpac Comnorwestseafron. 
2 light cruisers vicinity KISKA Sunday with pair of 
destroyers patrolling entrance no batteries observed 
Orient point. Says Wing 4. Monday GILLIS found ADAK 
untenable and under close observation. Was attacked 
repeatedly by trio of 4 engine bombers whose work was 
excellent and patterns good. Undamaged. 2 near misses. 
Retired towards NAZAN Eay trailed by 4 engined bomber. 
Entire area well scouted. 


21 1019 COMALSEC to COMINCH. info CINCPAC. CTF 8. ETC . 

Based on reasonably complete information on KULUK Bay 
and meager information on TANAGA recommend former as 
having definitely better harbor and probably better 
site for landing field. Cominch 202205. Minimum 
additional naval support considered necessary 2 carriers 
6 CL 12 DD 8 SS and motor torpedo boats plus necessary 
train and supply. DUTCH pass to ComPatWing 4 who is 
requested to comment if personnel knowledge these 
localities available. 
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21 1531 COMINCH to COMNAVEUROPE Info CINCPAC. COMSOPAC. 

My 141440 and 181324 Cincpac has directed Comsopac 
suppress and civil radio stations at discretion and to 
exercise censorship at all Free French Islands gar¬ 
risoned by U. S. troops and to directly control Free 
French Govt stations in NM CALEDONIA, BORA BORA, and 
WALLIS. In exercising this control official French 
radio communications will be transmitted for them in 
their codes. Outgoing messages will be encoded by 
our personnel to whom necessary codes must be made 
available. Incoming messages will be delivered as 
received without decoding. French commercial traffic 
will be handled as military load permits. No charge 
will be made for any service. This is policy which 
British have agreed to in FIJI, CANTON and CHRISTMAS. 

It appears to be in accord with DeGaulles wishes as 
given in your 171418. It is imperative that Dargenlieu 
be instructed accordingly without delay. 

21 1536 COMINCH to Cincpac. Comsopac for Info. 

Refer to this as Comnaveu 171418 passed by Coninch to 
you for info. Urdis 141440 communicated to General De 
Gaulle who reouests further information as to measures 
already taken or planned for control of radio communica¬ 
tions in South Pacific. French National Committee inquire 
(first) whether their agreement is sought for the closing 
of civil radio stations (2) What stations are to be 
closed. No information is available here concerning any 
commercial radio stations in NEW CALEDONIA or the WALLIS 
ISLANDS. French state TONGATABU is in British territory. 
They report existence of two official French Government 
stations in NOUMEA, one in WALLIS. All were taken over 
before end of 1940 and have since been operated by 
militarized personnel. Only messages passed by military 
censorship are accepted. If Commander in Chief Pacific 
has closed, or proposes to close, French official sta¬ 
tions at NOUMEA the National Committee can not agree. 

They would consent to closing French station WALLIS. 

But they insist shutting down French official stations 
in NEW CALEDONIA is no more necessary or appropriate than 
closing of British or Dominion official stations in NEW 
ZEALAND or AUSTRALIA. French Committee willing to accept 
stricter censorship or direct control of NEW CALEDONIA 
stations by U.S. Military Authorities. They would wish 
Admiral Dargenlieu to be' consulted. They are reouesting 
additional information from him. 
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PATCH TO COMSOPAC 


Patch to Ghormley follov/ing transmitted at request of 
Admiral Dargenlieu "I thank you for your answer. Here 
is the telegram of General DeGaulle which he asks me 
to communicate to you as well as to General Patch "i 
order you to keep under your control the radio stations 
of territories placed under your authority. Only an 
order from me could liberate you from this obligation. 
Radio stations of Noumea are to be occupied militarily. 
Conversations are presently taking place between the 
national committee and the American Government on this 
subject" consequently the traffic of our stations which 
have all been militarized and controlled since 8 months 
will continue until further orders signed Dargenlies" 
regardless last sentence Dargenlieus dispatch quoted 
above, all French radio traffic now closed including 
military. This is temper ary solution only. French 
will not surrender their code without fighting. Unless 
otherwise directed by you I will impose American 
censorship over all radio traffic leaving Poppy except 
French Governmental radios certified by Dargenlieu in 
writing as such and as containing no information of 
value to the enemy. I am satisfied this will attain 
desired censorship. In order to avoid possilbe open 
combat with French and to maintain friendly relation, 
recommend you indicate approval my proposed compromise 
in your reply to Dargelieu. 

COMINCH TO CINCPAC 


In view recent commissioning of naval submarine base 
at Midway, plan establish Midway as naval operating 
base with senior line officer in command. Comment. 

COMINCH TO CINCPAC 


Commandant Marcorps proposes to establish under Cincpac 
a command designated Quote Marine Aircraft Wings Pacific 
Unquote consisting of 1st Marine Aircraft Wind 2nd Mar¬ 
ine Aircraft Wing 4th Base Defense Air Wing plus a ser¬ 
vice group charged with distribution personnel and mater¬ 
ial. General officer commanding to have headquarters 
with Cincpac and to be charged with following duties 
(2) Organization, administration and distribution per¬ 
sonnel and supplies within the 3 wings, (b) Recommenda¬ 
tions to Cincpac covering plans for employment and dis¬ 
tribution of Marine aircraft units Pacific. (c) Command 
of all marine aviation units above except those assigned 
specific task organizations. Commanding General 1st 
Marine Aircraft Wing and Commanding General 2nd Marine 
Aircraft Wing concur. Please comment. 7c - 
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22 0048 C0MS0PAC (Via Comairsopac) to PATCH. Info Cominch.Cincpac. 

This is for action Patch from Comsopac. Comairsopac 
deliver. RDO Washington deliver to Cominch and Honolulu 
deliver to Cincpac for info. Your 211140. Situation 
relative your closing military radios not understood. See 
last sentence Cincpac 160435. My 190515 authorized you 
suppress civil radio stations and exercise censorship 
over all outgoing civil messages. Please explain situa¬ 
tion in full. Pending further clarification of situation 
I approve transmitting Dargenlieus official messages. 

We must accept such in good faith. It is not intended that 
Free French official governmental messages over Free French 
authentic military radios be censored. 

21 1450 COMSOPAC to CINCPAC. Info C0MAMPHI3F0R SOPAC. 

Plan to send Army antiaircraft regiment Cominch 182118 
directly into objective area upon arrival this area. This 
regiment could probably arrive in objective area as soon 
as could units from BOBCAT using shipping which will be 
available to me. This plan avoids deoleting BOBCAT and 
BLEACHER of any of their present inadequate antiaircraft 
and avoids confusion and delay incident to the exchange 
of units at those bases. 



O 
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22 1856 NAVF0REUR0PE to COMINCH Info CINCPAC. COMSOPAC. 

Urdis 211531 communicated to DeGaulle. In very friendly 
discussion he expressed full understanding of necessity 
for unified control of all communications in strategic 
South Pacific Area and agrees to American control of radio 
stations accordance system outlined in instructions to 
Commander South Pacific. General DeGaulles agreement is 
subject to three conditions. First, he proposes only one 
modification insisting that messages between him and 
Dargenlieu shall be known only to them and sent in their 
personal private code to which no other French Commanders 
have access. Such messages if handled by American operated 
stations shall be transmitted without delay. He will ap¬ 
prove of any technicalities or operating procedure which 
guarantees such secrecy between him and Dargenlieu. Second, 
representatives of French authorities will be designated to 
participate in censorship of all French messages. Third, 
General DeGaulle understands that the measures proposed are 
subject to adjustment if changing conditions warrant. 

Cominch agrees to these conditions. DeGaulle is sending 
instructions to Dargenlieu in accordance foregoing. He 
expresses hope that U.S. Military authorities in NEW 
CALEDONIA will reach agreement. 
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JULY (GCT) 

2 3 2315 COMSOPAC to BUPERS. Info COMINCH. CINCPAC. COMAMPHIBFOR. SOPAC 

FOR, 

I am informed by Comamphibforsopac that transports 
under his command are deficient in officer and enlisted 
personnel. This will be worse after forthcoming opera¬ 
tions. Only one set boat crews which will delay unload¬ 
ing. Transport duty involving amphibious operations 
considered excellent training for young officers. 100 
to 150 could be usefully employed and trained in 6 to 
9 months, Sopac area is critically short of Naval per¬ 
sonnel, I again urge establishment of personnel pool 
this area to man essential Naval activities and for 
replacements. 

24 1405 COMINCH to CINCPAC Info COMSOPAC. 

Your 220603 acceptance of strategic direction does not 
necessarily include obligation of assuming responsibility 
for provisioning equipping or supplying with arms. Fixed 
defense of territory wherever located other than territory 
in which United States bases are established is funda¬ 
mentally duty of the nation which has sovereignty over such 
territory. Specifically as regards TAHITI Free French 
Forces there have not in so far as known been organized 
into a task group and made available by Free French to a 
U.S. Commander for task assignment. United States has 
not assumed responsibility of provisioning equipping or 
furnishing with arms of Free French Forces in TAHITI. Ap¬ 
parently negatized authorities for purposes of their own 
previously assumed this obligation. Reasons for a change 
are not apparent. Provisions of lend lease have been 
extended to Free French. Requisitions have been received 
for clothing and a small amount of equipment for Free 
French Forces in TAHITI. These requisitions have been 
disapproved on grounds that strongly held U. S. positions 
cover defense of TAHITI and adjoining islands, and payments 
for small amount of clothing and equipment is within means 
of local Free French Government. If for military reasons 
you desire a modification on aforesaid policy request your 
recommendations. 

25 0309 Cincpac to COMINCH. Info C0MAIRV, r INGS 1 & 2. COMDT USMC. 

Recommend approval Marcorps proposals urdis 221504 subject 
following. Propose incorporate Marine Aircraft Wings Pac¬ 
ific in quote Air Pacific Fleet unquote recommended my conf 
serial 02077 of July 14. General officer commanding Marair- 
wingspac would probably have headquarters this area and deal 
with Cincpac through type commander air Pacific Fleet. 
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COMINCH to CINCPAC Info COMSOPAC 

Your 220603, acceptance of strategic direction does not 
necessarily include obligation of assuming responsibility 
for provisioning, equipping or supplying with arms. 

Fixed defense of territory wherever located other than 
territory in which United States bases are established is 
fundamentally duty of the nation which has sovereignty 
over such territory. Specifically as regards TAHITI Free 
French forces there have not insofar as known been or¬ 
ganized into a Task Group and made available by Free 
French to a U.S. commander for task assignment. United 
States has not assumed responsibility of provisioning, 
equipping or furnishing with arms of Free French forces 
in TAHITI. Apparently negatized authorities for purposes 
of their own previously assumed this obligation. Reasons 
for a change are not apparent. Provisions of Lend-Lease 
have been extended to Free French. Requisitions have 
been received for clothing and a small amount of equip¬ 
ment for Free French forces in TAHITI. These requisi¬ 
tions have been disapproved on grounds that strongly held 
U.S. positions cover defense of TAHITI and adjoining 
islands, and payments for small amount of clothing and 
equipment is within means of local Free French Government. 
If for military reasons you desire a modification on 
aforesaid policy request your recommendation. 

COMINCH info CINCPAC 

Agree absolutely with Foster report and recommendations 
DUTCH HARBOR. Vice Opnav 2nd Endorsement of 10B of 11 
July. Urge immediate action most Important points with¬ 
out awaiting letters on details as follows: 

(a) Need immediately all or part of fighter squadron for 
which runways approach suitable. 

(b) Require at once 1 additional squadron KINGFISHERS 
present convoy coverage totally inadequate. 

(c) For immediate needs require 2 PC boats for patrol in 
AKATAN and UNIMAK PASS, 4 YP boats for Harbor Patrol and 
same number for carrying men and supplies to section bases. 

(d) Approval and funds for breakwater between AMAKNAK and 
HOG Islands. 

(e) Expedite Motor Torpedo Boats understood to be enroute. 

(f) Provide within 3 months additional SeaBee battalion 
as most effective means of expediting construction. 

(g) Provide as rapidly as possible 1 Lieutenant Commander, 

5 Lieutenants, 16 Junior Lieutenants or Ensigns, 4 Supply 
Officers including 1 Lieutenant Commander or Lieutenant, 
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25 2000 


26 0248 


COMINCH Info CINCPAC (Continued) 

1 Captain and 2 Lieutenants MarCorps. Enlisted personnel 
nov/ aboard is barely sufficient for present needs Air 
Station without provision for Submarine Ease or Section 
Ease. For latter need following men by branches: 

Seamen - 347; Artificer:- 107; Engineer - 108; Special - 50/ 
Commissary - 23; Messmen - 20. New allowance Artificer 
which includes foregoing being requested. 

COMINCH to COMALSEC, COMWESTSEAFRONT info CINCPAC. ETC . 

From the Joint Chiefs of Staff to Commanding Genera 
Western Defense Command and ComAlSec. You are directed 
to make joint investigation as early as practicable of 
TANAGA and ADAK Islands with a view to establishment of 
Army Air Station in that area. Investigation will give 
primary consideration to suitability and strategic loca¬ 
tion of air field but will give careful consideration to 
suitability of harbors in regard to protection against 
hostile attack and weather. 

Joint report by despatch is desired. Report should in¬ 
clude the major items of equipment not now available in 
the ALASKAN Area but absolutely required for establish¬ 
ment of proposed base. 

Joint issuance of a directive for establishment of base 
is contemplated after receipt of report. This directive 
for reconnaissance is issued to ComAlSec in view of 
temporary absence of ComTaskFor 8. Reeves pass to 
Buchner. Greenslade pass to DeWitt. 

COMSOPAC to CINCPAC 


Have received ,rr ar Department letter 0PD384SPA (7-77-42) of 
10 July instructions for Major General Harmon designated 
ConGen" U.S. Army Forces, ^outh Pacific Area. Harmon has not 
yet arrived. Paragraph 2(a) of above reference says in part 
Harmon responsible "training of all US Army ground and air 
troops within the area". Paragraph 2(b) directs Harmon to 
make recommendations to the War Department in regard to the 
defenses of this area which Is a responsibility of ComSoPac 
to CinCPac and by paragraph 10(b) Enclosure (B) to SecNav 
secret letter (SC)A/l6-3(28) of 20 April ’42 subject United 
Nations Operations in Pacific Theater, Cominch is executive 
agent for Joint Chiefs of Staff. See paragraph 5 your 
letter instructions to me serial 090W of 14 May and your 
190839 of May. Harmon's orders from War Department and the 
above reference regarding training and command Army Air Units 
this area at variance. In order that I may effectually 
command the forces assigned to me Unity of Commandos neces¬ 
sary and clarification of responsibility for training aipb .] 
units is essential. Advise. ComSoPac sends this. 
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26 2127 CINCPAC to COMSOPAC 


Partial clarification requested urdis 260248 contained 
my 230039 which apparently you have not yet received. 

In order to keep you and me informed official recom¬ 
mendations affecting defenses your area suggest you 
handle at first meeting with Harmon matter recommenda¬ 
tions directed by War Dept. Believe Harmon now at FANTAN. 


26 1201 COMGENSOPAC to COMSOPAC Info CINCPAC. COMINCH . 

Pursuant letter of instructions from Commander in Chief 
dated July 12 I have this date assumed command U.S. Army 
Forces South Pacific Area except for administration and 
supply for which responsibility will be assumed later 
date. Propose to confer with Callahan and McCain Tuesday 
in SUVA and proceed NOUMEA Wednesday establishing pro¬ 
visional command post that place. Kind personal regards, 

27 0510 COMSOPAC to CTF 63. COMOENS ALL ISLAND BASES SOPAC. etc. 

Major General Harmon having reported this area as ComGen 
SoPac is responsible for training all units all Army 
ground and Air troops SoPac Area. Rear Admiral McCain 
as Comairsopac is responsible under Comsopac direct 
direction for operational control all shore and tender 
based aircraft South Pacific Area and for training and 
indoctrination Naval Aircraft SoPac Force. All addressees 
in SoPac Area please acknowledge. 

25 1728 OPNAV to CINCPAC. 


Russia has requested and Opnav concurs in establishment 
direct radio contact between Russian Navy controlled radio 
VLADIVOSTOK and Cincpac. Suggest initiate daily schedules 
between VLADIVOSTOK and Radio HONOLULU at 1300 and 0100 
GCT HONOLULU using 7760 and 14920 KC respectively. Mes¬ 
sages initially to be in crypto channels held by Taecker 
in office AmCon VLADIVOSTOK"and Alusna MOSCOW (CSP 1405, 
1406) use secret or confidential in first portion of 
text if applicable. Advise 
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31 0215 CINCPAC to COMINCH. Info OGHD . 

(Continued) 

enforcement South Pacific or even to 
reasonable defense Hawaiian Area when bulk of strik¬ 
ing power of Fleet is South. Request Army send Hawaii 
minimum of two heavy bombardment groups of 35 planes 
each at earliest possible date to provide reserve for 
Soupac operations which must not fail or reach stale¬ 
mate stage. 

30 2351 C0MS0PAC to CINCPAC . 

Your 262215 all components of LION except for defense 
forces desired for SPOONER projects. After approval 
of shipment of LION 1 assembly of materials will take 
some time as LION was stripped to form CUBS 1 and 13 and 
will probably be stripped and other urgent demands until 
orders for shipment to SPOONER are issued. Combase for 
CU3S. 231908 indicated that CUB 1 was stripped of barges 
and lighters so that unloading of CUB 1 materials must 
be handled by Comamphibsopac equipment. Therefore con¬ 
sider it extremely important that LION materials be 
authorized for SPOONER at once both to avoid further 
diversions and to get materials in area where they are 
needed. Furthermore reouests for LION and CUB materials 
should not be oostponed until materials are needed as 
it requires from 3 to 6 months to secure delivery. CUB 
1 was renuested by me on 28th on file in Washington and 
and shipment three months later is incomolete in essential 
items. Request for construction battalions not modified 
as 1st battalion/^ was requested with 1st shipment of 
materials. Furthermore construction detachments in So- 
pac area were too small for the jobs and numbers of ef¬ 
fectives have been greatly reduced by exhaustion and 
malaria. 


constitute 
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29 0800 COMDGEN ROSES TO COMAIRSOPAC 


Bomber landed satisfactorily at BUTTONS. No repeat 
no marston mat required there. Have directed DALE 
and SS HOLMES depart BUTTONS for ROSES and will 
unload all mat here. BUTTONS impracticable as 
transshipment port. 

30 2125 CTF 8 to TF 8 Info Cincpac. etc. 

PRESENT OPERATIONS MY OPPLAN NUMBER 8-42 DEFERRED. 
Resume normal operations pending reorganization of 
forces and necessary modification of plan. 

29 2345 OOMSERFORPAC to CINCPAC Info COMSERON 8. 

Directive mentioned Opnav 261639 not received. 

Request reconsideration Opnav 271539 establishing 
area petroleum officers as refers to Hawaiian Area 
and South Pacific for following reasons: (a) Highly 
satisfactory operation of existing arrangements with 
Army for joint needs in Hawaiian Area, (b) Unified 
control for supply of South Pacific Bases was estab¬ 
lished by Opnav secret serial 053312 of 15 July. 
Believe provisions Opnav despatch 261639 and 271539 
should apply only to such areas as Australia and pos¬ 
sibly New Zealand where several sources of supply 
must be reconciled with demands and available storage 
facilities. 


31 0113 CINCPAC to OPNAV. Info COMSOWESPAC. etc. 

Request reconsideration in effectuating your 271539. 
Needs Hawaiian Area now served by arrangement satis¬ 
factory to both services. Supnly of South Pacific 
Island Bases already covered by Opnav Secret Serial 
053312 of 15 July which nlaces sole responsibility 
on Navy. Believe provisions urdis 261639 particularly 
applicable Australia and possibly New Zealand but 
prefer delay in establishing area petroleum officer 
latter dace until further study made of necessity 
therefor. 

31 0215 CINCPAC to COMINCH. Info CGHD. 

Myser OI64W urser 00675. Numbers Army aircraft 
Pacific Ocean Area such that there is no reserve for 
situation expected to exist after completion of 
Task One in South Pacific. Available bombers at 
Oahu too low in numbers and shy sufficient trained 
flight crews to be considered as reservoir for re- 
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01 0233 CINCPAC TO COMINCK INFO COMSUBPAC, SOMSWPAC, ETC . 

Your 291315. Pending outcome of operations now started 
by Ghomley no change is recommended in present plan to 
operate twenty fleet submarines from 'Vest Australia. 
Developments may require consideration of an advance 
base in Rabaul area. 

Because of repair facilities Pearl now best suited main 
submarine base for entire Pacific with advance positions 
as situation demands. 

More submarine hours in major focal points of Jap 
communications can be achieved from Pearl using Midway 
than from Southwestern Australia. 

02 0141 CINCPAC TO VICE OPNAV INFO COMSOPAC. COM-12. ETC . 

Until later advised request no definite arrangements be 
made load and ship Lion 1 and Cubs 2 and 3. This in 
reference my 220349 your 251953 and Com-12 280632. 

Cub 13 not involved this recommendation and should go 
forward as planned. 
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20 0830 CTG 7.15 to C0MSUBPA0. 

This is novel. Primary objective raided result. Radio 
station, Avgas, 1 single float seaplane and 1 four 
engined VP destroyed. Submarine indirect gunfire sunk 
3500 ton AP and 1 PG and damaged enemy reserve area on 
shore. Heavy enemy air action encountered during day¬ 
light which attacked lap troops and installations al¬ 
most exclusively including secondary ocjective which we 
did not raid. Jap dead known 83, prisoners none. Own 
dead 1st Lieut. G. P. Holton, 13 men. Wounded 2 of¬ 
ficers 16 men. Missing approximately 20 men. Cleared 
area 2400 18th local date. 
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20 1407 C0MS0PAC to CINCPAC. COMSOWESPAC, fr Info Commands Concerned 


Following is summary of battle damage vessels Taskfor 44. 

A - General Descrintion. 3 - Temporary repairs made. C - 
Proposed final repairs. Para. MUGFORD (A) 100 pound 
bomb hits high order detonation on impact top after deck¬ 
house frame 145-6 number 3 gun shelter and surrounding 
structure wrecked. Structural strength not impaired. 

Number 3 5" gun jammed both train elevation completely 
useless all hydraulic motors piping beyond repair FC 
instruments circuits demolished. All other armament 
undamaged. Capable making full power 20% fuel tank 
capacity contaminated. Longest leg 3500 miles at 15 
knots steering engine gear operable. (B) Damaged gun and 
mount replaced by similar good gun removed from RALPH 
TALBOT and secured for sea. All holes weather deck 
blanked. (C) Recommend despatch in company CHICAGO 
STUART to Sydney for complete reconditioning. Para. 

RALPH TALBOT (A) Shell hit starboard shear frame 142 shell 
hit forecastle deck junction deckhouse side frame 54 
starboard direct shell hit each number 4 5" gun slide and 
1 torpedo tube mount shell hit after bulkhead quarter¬ 
master storeroom superdeck frame 68 gun 4 completely out 
guns 1, 2, 3 no automatic elevation train order torpedo 
tube mounts 1 3 jettisoned correct list. All FC and IC 
out of commission also both Radars and starboard torp 
director. Diesel generator completely submerged power 
cables outside machinery spaces cut degaussing cables 
submerged and damaged no sound gear or fathometer no 
power to bridge chart house gutted by fire. Capable 
making full power longest leg 4,000 miles at 15 knots 
steering engine gear Okay emergency radio working can 
drop depth charges. (B) All holes side and deck patched 
number 3 5" gun and mount exchanged for 1 removed MUGFORD. 
(C) Recommend despatch to PEARL or ’.Vest Coast via PEARL 
in company for complete reconditioning. Para. CHICAGO 

(A) Torpedo hit on stem which sheared extensive structural 
damage forward shell. Comoartments A 50402 and all for¬ 
ward flooded to water line. Keel deflected down from 
about frame 10 forward maximum 3 feet 9 inches below base 
line. Chain locker wrecked anchor windlass is out of line. 
Forecastle deck knuckled 2 cross lines forward windlass. 
Speed reduced to 12 knots on arrival. Gasoline can not 

be removed from starboard gasoline tank due broken stem cut 
out valve 4,000 gallons. All damage forward frame 15.. 

(B) A 402 dwwatered slow leak repairs bulkhead 10 showed 
between 2nd deck and 2nd platform both chain cables re¬ 
moved 1 bow anchor rigged over stern with wire cable 

for emergency use. Structural breakwater installed forward 


(Continued on next page) 
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(Continued) 

of chain pipes to protect bulkhead 10 all loose shell re¬ 
moved. (C) Recommend despatch to Sydney in company MUG- 
FORD, STUART to dry dock with view determine whether 
practicable rebuild bow sent port or install temporary 
bow prior departure Pearl. Projection keel below base 
line has not been removed. Vessel capable making maximum 
14 knots smooth sea. PATTERSON damage minor all urgent 
work comnleted and vessel returned active duty. All above 
discussed with Comtaskfor 42 who concurs. MUGFORD, RALPH 
TALBOT now ready proceed. CTTICAGO ready August 22 local. 
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July 12th. 

The FTJLTOTI arrived at MIDWAY to tend submarines 
operating in Japanese waters. The present planf| call for the 
subs to go to PFAPT^rvfrr*w ntl 


PEARL^Wery 
A 


other war patrol. 


aircraft 


CinCpac 

protection 


130211 requests 
for own Pacific 


considerably more anti¬ 
bases. 


The principle developments of the day have to do 
with ComSoPac preparations for the forthcoming offensive. 

In hi3 130414 (Pinlc) lie i3 concerned with Garrison troops 
and suggests that NEW ZEALAND be prodded to provide the 
TULAGI AREA requirements in part. His 120035 (p c}oT)cerns command 
arrangements, lie de3ire3 the ARGONNE to go to FULCRUM, and 
pick up 1113 staff, then to NOUMEA. It would possibly be 
sinpler and quicker for the ARGONNE to go to NOUMEA and report 
as Admiral Ghormleys flagship. This way his staff would have 
time to meet her before the active operations commence. 3u e h 
a oo t mn e wU. j ? ■ ho - "Our-tr eH- faa u-. to AAm by Gi n O p fr c. Ills 120332 
concerns with AvGas In drums for advance operations. Plenty f 
of this will be available to hin, but distrubition may be 
a problem. 

The delicate question of Free French Radio came up 
again in General Patch's 130621 (Pink). The general problem 
has already been presented to Admiral King 30 this message was sent 
along, emphasizing the need for naval control of Free French 
and other foreign radio stations in the Pacific Ocean Areas. 



Comairsopac 130021 gives distribution of the four 
army B-17 squadrons as 1 to FULCRUM, 2 to POPPY, and 1 to 
ROSES and hints at more advance positions when facilities are 
ready. 


In his 130035 General Marshall tells General Emmons 
that no plane replacement for the 35 sent south will be con¬ 
sidered. Thi3 probably not the final word, and planes may be 
expected if a good need can be shown. 

Task Force 8 remains quiet pending the arrival of 
4 Dlls which will permit active operations at KI3KA and ATTU. 

The reinforcements of air and troops continue In 
the RABAUL AREA. A good sized project for a landing field at 
GUADALCANAL SEEMS well underway. ^ 
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July 13 


The 7/ASP has developed engine trouble and her speed is 
reduced to 15 knots. Her Task Force commander plans to send her 
to BLEACHER for repairs which are estimated to take 4 days. It 
may be necessary to relieve Task Force 18 with Task Force 17. The 
latter force is preparing to operate with Task Force 1. There is 
nothing new from Task Force 8. 

Plans are underway to turn the search operations from OAHU 
over to the Commander Hawaiian Sea Frontier. 

General Emmons in his 1489/12 has requested one long range 
transport squadron for use by the Mobile Air Force. 

Cominch received a letter originating by the Army which 
indicates that there are good air base sites on ESPIRITU SANTO. 

We also got that information from ComAirSoPac several days ago. 

It is hoped to have an airfield in operation on that island by 
July 28th. 

There continue to be reports of occasional enemy cruisers, 
destroyers and MARUs in and near KISKA. The Army bombed a cruiser 
there yesterday but did not observe results. 

The 8th Fleet and 8th Base Force have been set up to 
operate primarily in the RABAUL area. Enemy reinforcements there 
continue. 


July 14. 


TF 11 and 18 are in the South Pacific. Comsopac will 
make modifications in their rendezvous, - the change being nec¬ 
essary due to a casualty to the './ASP. TF16 will depart for the 
South Pacific tomorrow to supnort the Task One. TF 17 remains 
ready for any duty in the Pearl area. TF1 continues training on 
the Coast. It is now expected that the TENNESSEE can be made 
available for about six months modernization commencing Sept. 1st.■ 
TF 8 continues quiet. 

Cinepac 150237 establishes the SoPac Amphibious Force. 

Cominch 12.2226 (pink) states that no troops from the US 
will be sent to garrison the TULAGI area. Also that NZ authorities 
may be approached on the question of the use of their troops in 
the TULAGI area provided this does not reopen the FIJI question. 

The question of the French and British radio stations 
in the Pacific theatre is still up in the air. See Cominch 14142+5. 
Cincpac desires that we take over their codes and code their mes¬ 
sages for transmission over our systems. Such a proposition is 

W' 
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(Continued) 
being sent to Cominch for approval. 

The McFARLAND probably sank a Jap sub just south of 

NOUMEA. 

No important enemy changes are recorded for today. 


July 1A. 


July 15th . 

Task Force 1G departed for the South Pacific to be under 
Vice Admiral Ghormley for Task One of the offensive, thus being 
in addition to TF 11 and 18.. Task Force 17 continues and is 
training at PEARL. 

T.F. 8 activities are limited to search and to air and 
submarine attacks in the ALEUTIANS. Admiral Theobald is waiting 
for DUS before making an attack with surface vessels on KISKA. 

Due to delays ComSoPac reports that he has moved the target 
date for the offensive along to August 7, 1942. IIi3 160612 (Pink). 

CinC Pac 160705 gives instructions for operation of foreign 
radio stations in the Pacific Ocean Areas. 

The TAFUNA airport, TUTUILA, will be ready August 1st. 

It seems indicated that Jap subs may have received orders 
to take offensive action rather than just observe. The movement 
of several combatant units from the ALEUTIANS is underway, and 
several Jap freighters are enroute to that area. 

The Japs are evidently quite busy strengthing their 
SOLOMON ISLAND positions. Work i3 underway on the airfield 
at GUADALCANAL, aa noted before. Also, there is 3one sort of a 
landing on SANTA ISABEL ISLAND. 


July 16th . 

In his 170602 pink ComSoPac briefs his operation order 
for Task ONE. 


Task Force 18 will be in BLEACHER tomorrow and soon there¬ 
after we shoTJld know the status of the WASP. Task Force 11 is 
east of SUVA enroute to the NEW CALEDONIA - NEW HEBRIDES area. 
There is nothing new from Task Force 8. Task Forces 1 and 17 
are preparing for a joint exercise. 


Major General Beightler will take command at FIJI on 
18 July. 


As 

V 
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July 16th (Continued) 


There is some doubt as to the location of Jap CVs 
that were thought to be in the vicinity of the KURILES. None 
are indicated south of the equator, but the JUNYO may be trans¬ 
porting planes to the MARSHALLS. 

It is indicated that there is considerable shortage 
of Jap shipping bottoms in the INDO CHINA area. 

July 17th 


During his informal morning conference Admiral Nimitz 
remarked on the possibility of the Japs making an attack on MID¬ 
WAY or JOHNSTON or CANTON while we have our main carrier strength 
in the South Pacific. That they might go further in their North 
Pacific campaign was considered possible but not so probable as 
the Central Pacific Area. With the sending of 35 B-17s south, 
our shortage of shore based air in the Hawaiian area becomes 
acute. In short, we are most vulnerable now with three fourths 
of our strength in the South. What we need, of course, is more 
carriers and attendant flotilla. Six CV striking groups could 
well be employed. Except for the RANGER (which is not too good) 
no additional CVs seem possible before next spring. Of course, 
the Japs may have no stomach for bringing CVs within our shore 
based air range. These generalities indicate arave concern caused 
by present shortages in the Hawaiian area. 

TF 17 was nlaced on 24 hours notice. If the WASP can be 
repaired at BLEACHER in the next six or eight days (the ship gave 
a preliminary estimate of 4 days) it will not be necessary to 
relieve TF 18 immediately. 

In his 180035 (pink) Comsopac changed the date for the 
raider battalion readiness from July 20 to July 23. In his 
172209 he indicates that nilots for 20 squadrons RNZAF can be 
ready in the spring if we supoly everything to them except their 
pay. 


C.G. STRAW 172247 complains of the Free French radio set 
up at STRAW30ARD. 

Cominch has established a new set up for Patrons. To 
relieve the squadron personnel of administration and maintenance 
geographical wing commands are set up and patrons are no longer 
assigned to any narticular wing. 

CTF 8 180723 gives his report on HISKA. One cruiser, 

3 DD 1 AP and Dianes are reported in that harbor. A Russian , 





















July 17th (Continued) 

ship was shelled by a Jan submarine SE of DUTCH HARBOR. The 
S.B. ARGATA was sunk by a sub in that general vicinity on the 
15th. 



O 


The WASHINGTON and about 3 DD will leave the Atlantic 
for the Pacific Fleet late in August. 

Cominch 172026 indicates that little AA for South Pacific 
bases can be expected from Army sources. 

B-17s are leaving from HA T, AII at the rate of one squadron 
a day for SoPac. Four squadrons are to leave. 

There is nothing new of enemy denloyments. 

July 18 . 

TF-8 in his 131025 reports sighting 1 BB, 2 CA, 3 DD, 

1 AO, 3 AK in Kiska harbor. Believe that the BB report is in 
error. In his 190249 he expects to shell Kiska about the 22nd. 

He also mentions the need of more forces to protect shipping 
from subs (which have been active the past week southeast of 
Dutch Harbor). Cominch 182106 (pink) requests comment on an 
army proposal for an airfield at TANAGA Island. CTF-3 sees 
logistic difficulties in such a plan which would require sub¬ 
stantial addition to his force including a carrier. 

TF-18 arrived in Bleacher yesterday in a gale. Admiral 
Noyes reports that the repairs to the starboard HP turbine of 
the WASP are almost completed. 

Comsopac 190515 implements Cincpac instructions regard¬ 
ing foreign radio stations in his area. If commercial traffic 
cannot be handled over navy circuits consideration can be 
given to reopening commercial stations under military control. 

Cominch 180226 deals with supply of munitions to New 
Zealand forces. 

There is little new of the enemy. Again Admiral Nimitz 
tried to deduce enemy intentions. He feels that it is of 
greatest importance to push the work of the landing mat on 
Sand Island Midway so that that place can be made stronger. 

It is at Midway where the Japs can do the most damage to our 
Pacific war effort now. Also, the need for RDF coverage in 
the South Pacific was discussed. 

The Japs are going right ahead with their project of 
strengthening positions in the SOLOMONS. 
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Cincpac File No. 
A16-3/(l6) 


UNITED STATES PACIFIC FLEET 
FLAGSHIP OF THE COMMANDER IN CHIEF 



0164 


W. 


17 July 1942 


From: Commander in Chief, United States Pacific Fleet. 

Tor Commander in Chief, United States Fleet. 

Subject: Supply of reinforcements to continue campaign 

in South Pacific. 


1. Requests made by the Commander South Pacific Force 
for additional troops and by the Commanding General, Hawaiian 
Department for additional aircraft to be used in prosecuting 
Task One in the campaign in the South Pacific have not been ap¬ 
proved by the Navy and War Departments. 


2. The Commander-in-Chief, U.S. Pacific Fleet, be¬ 
lieves that the forces being made available to the Commander 
South Pacific Force are sufficient in strength to permit Task 
One of the campaign to be undertaken with reasonable expecta¬ 
tions for its successful accomplishment. 

3. The military situation which will exist after the 
successful accomplisliment of Ta3lc One of this campaign will, 
hov/ever, be radically different from the one that has existed 
in the Pacific since the fall of the Netherlands East Indies 
into Japanese hands. 


4. Our forces, both land and air, will be in poten¬ 
tially close fighting contact with the enemy. The enemy will 
probably be in a position to move amphibious forces under cover 
of his shore-based aircraft for the recovery of the positions 
taken from him by our first step. The situation which has 
existed at Port Moresby is not analagous, because of the pro¬ 
tection afforded Moresby by the mountain range beyond it and 

by its nearness to Australia. 

5. It is unsafe to assume that the enemy will not exert 
every effort to recover the positions we may take from him. 

This will result in losses to us of troops and aircraft and prob 
ably of supporting ships. Unless these losses of troops and 
aircraft are made good by a steady flow of replacements from the 
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17 July 1942 


Subject: Supply of reinforcements to continue campaign 

in South Pacific. 


United States, not only will we be unable to proceed with Tasks 
Two and Three of this campaign, but we may be unable even to 
hold what v/e have taken. 

6. The Commander-in-Chief, U.S. Pacific Fleet, recom¬ 
mends that, if not already done, immediate steps be taken to 
provide an adequate flow of troops and aircraft to the South 
Pacific area. This flow may be expected to be necessary indefi 
nitely while seizure and consolidation of new positions are 
being undertaken. 

7. Transmission of this document via U.S. registered 
air mail is authorized. 


C. W. UIMITZ 


Copy to 


C.G. HawDept 
ComSoPac. 
ComAirSoPac. 


2 


775 


















July 19 . 


Admiral Nimitz left Pearl to inspect JOHNSTON Island 
and will return on the 20th. 

Task Force 13 at BLEACHER is riding out a storm which 
caused only minor damage. The 7/ASP seems o.k. and will have 
a full power trial at the earliest opportunity. 

Task Force 8 is preparing for the bombardment of KISKA 
about the 22d. The GRUNION operating off KISKA reports sinking 
3 DD there on the 15th. Also affecting the ALASKAN situation 
is Cominch 191751 which will stop Army attempts at radio decep¬ 
tion and jamming. 

ComSoPac 200715 gives his recommendations regarding 
procedure in handling munitions fcr New Zealand. 

Commander Amphibious Force South Pacific 200130 pink 
blocks out the forces he expects to use in Task One. 

ComSoPac 200100 pink gives objections to taking AA 
away from BOBCAT and BLEACHER. References (pink) are attached. 

ComSoWesPac 191034 pink gives a suggested plan for air 
operations from MORESBY and AUSTRALIA during the forthcoming 
offensive. 

The recent formation of the 8th Fleet in the RABAUL area 
can be taken to indicate that the Japs intend to make the 
SOLOMONS - NEW GUINEA area much stronger. It is now a race to 
see whether or not we can kick them out in time, and with 
present forces. 

The ZUIKAKU seems headed for SINGAPORE, possible for 
docking, but also possibly indicating a resumption of the of¬ 
fensive in the South Pacific. 

July 20 


The task forces in the South Pacific are proceeding to 
rendezvous for the coning offensive. TF ]8 is in BLEACHER. 

Admiral Nimitz returned from his inspection of JOHNSON ISLAND. 

CTF 8 is presumably enrouteto his bombardment of KISKA, In the 
INDIANAPOLIS. ComAlaslcan Sector 210721 gives a summary of the 
situation. AI30 his 211019 regarding advance air sities In the 
ALEUTIANS he visualizes the necessity for the employment of two 
carriers plus attendant flotilla. 
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July 20 Cent * d . 

GTP 1, 202215 gives his plan for a practice bombardment. 

He will eventually exercise off Hawaii with TP 17, - unless 
other needs for those forces appear. 

The Admiral again emphasized the need for making MIDWAY strong 
as soon as possible. He views another attack in force there a3' 
decidedly possible. He also believes that 13-17* s can be usefully 
employed against the enemy 4 motored seaplane3 who are now 
operating to the eastward of KISKA. 

A trip for the BOISE to raid the Jap patrol line about 
800 miles east of HONSHU will be coordinated with a bombing of 
WAKE , - as a diversion just before "D" day in the TULAGI AREA. 

The Japs continue to reinforce their positions in the South 
West Pacific and seem to be making good progress on the landing 
strip at GUADALCANAL. 
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JULY 21. 





The WASP made a successful full power trial and now 
TP-18 is ready to proceed westward. Comsopac is arranging 
conferences with representatives of the various task force 
and group commanders regarding both the training operation 
and the actual operation. 

CTF-l plan for an exercise with TF-17 in the Hawaiian 
Area has been approved. TF-1 will leave the coast August 1st. 

TF-8 continues silent as expected while approaching 

Kiska. 


Cominch 211531 approves inferentially CinCPac action 
on Free French radio. His 211536 goes further into detail. 
Comsopac 220048 says that the Free French military radio 
stations will not be censored. Thus, the matter is not yet 
entirely cleared up. 

The 3rd defense battalion and army ground crews and 
gear (for the B-17s being sent south) left Pearl today. 

Comsopac 211450 is planning on using the Army AA regi 
ment coming from the West Coast in forward positions as soon 
as they arrive. Apparently he will not move up any AA units 
from Bobcat and Bleacher. 

Admiral Nimitz desires that the Army use B-17s freely 
when opposed by zero fighters. None were damaged in 18 con¬ 
tacts at Midway while 10 Zeros were shot down and 2 damaged. 
This is fine indication of the capability of the B-17s. They 
probably can be used to shodti up the Jap 4-engine seaplanes 
in the Aleutians. 


Except for the intensified reinforcements and replace 
ments of Japs in the SW Pacific, no significant enemy moves 
were noted. Subs near Oahu are possible. Reconnaissance of 
Howland and Baker today was negative. 


The British system of assessing damage to enemy subs 
will be used by U.S. Navy. 
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July 22 . 

Task Forces 16 and 18 are in vicinity BLEACHER and will 
rendezvous with Task Force 11 south of FIJI on the 25th. Task 
Forces 1, 3 and 17 continue training. 

T a sk Force 8 was supposed to bombard KISKA today but no 
direct report of what happened there has been received. There 
was a dense fog in the morning at KISKA which cleared somewhat 
towards evening. 

General Patch's 211140 tells of more Free French radio 
trouble. Apparently the French will not make their codes 
available to us for censorship purposes. 

Cominch 221503 proposes setting up a Naval Operating Base 
at MIDWAY; and his 221504 proposes to set up a Marine Aircraft 
Wing under CinCPac. 

The Japs are again trying to set up commercial relations 
with Chile and Argentina. They have had some small success 
manning the blockade to France and are willing to try it in 
the Southeast Pacific. Yesterday they landed in small force 
at BUNA and GONA, New Guinea. This i3 only considered further 
consolidation of their position in the Southwest Pacific. 

Our offensive in the TULAGI area is still in the planning 
stage. The present target date is August 7. Rehearsals start 
at KORO Island, Fiji, July 28th. CinCPac has given ComSoPac 
authority to redistribute troops at SoPac bases. Probably 
some units will be moved up from the more distant bases to 
seized positions. 


July 23 . 

There is no change in any of our own Task Forces. Apparent¬ 
ly Task Force 8 is operating in poor visibility in the vicinity 
of KISKA waiting for an opportunity to shoot up the place. 

Preparations for the TULAGI operation continue. There is 
a possibility that the landing strip at ESPIRITU SANTO will be 
ready for bombers August 5th. 

Commander Naval Forces EUROPE 221856 gives General DeGaulle's 
agreement to our censorship of Free French radio. A prime con¬ 
sideration is that DeGaulle insists that he be able to communi¬ 
cate privately with Admiral d'Argenlieu. 

The airfield at FALEOLO, Samoa, Is now ready for VF. 
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July 23 (Continued) 


ComSoPac 232315 points out the need for more officers and 
men in transports. And he again renews his request for a per¬ 
sonnel pool in order to quickly fill vacancies. 

The Jap landing at GONA is not on a very large scale. Pos¬ 
sibly 1000 troops were landed. That number is wholly inadequate 
to go overland for an attack on MORESBY. 

In the ALEUTIANS the Japs are gradually strengthening their 
positions but show no desire to go further East. 

Major General Harmon, U.S.A., who is to be the Senior Army 
man in the South Pacific, passed through Pearl today. 

July 24 . 

The CV task forces in the South Pacific are heading for 
a rendezvous south of Fiji. TF-17 continues training and^stand- 
ing by at Pearl. TF-8 main body has encountered heavy fog and 
ha3 moved along his bombardment day to the 27th when he hopes 
for clear weather. Admiral Nimitz directed that 4 MTBs be sent 
from here for such use as may be possible in the Aleutians. 

Cominch 241405 states that CinCPac does not have the 
responsibility for clothing and supplying munitions to Free 
French Forces in the South Pacific. 

Also in the South Pacific the censorship problem re¬ 
garding Free French radio has apparently been settled to the 
satisfaction of all hands along the lines ordered by Cominch, 
and previously noted. 

CinCPac 250309 recommends approval of the formation of 
Marine Air Wings in the Pacific. 

The problem of supply of Canton came up in the Admiral's 
informal conference. The Admiral desires to use Midway as a 
yard stick for channel depths. Also, concern was expressed 
over what Jap CVs are likely to do in the next three or four 
weeks. It seems improbable that they will be used against 
Vladivostok. 

The Butch ship TJINEGARA was torpedoed south of Poppy. 
There haWbeen other enemy sub activities in the South Pacific 
during the past 10 days but their subs are generally ineffective. 

There is nothing significant in Jap deployment today. 
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July 25 . 

Task Forces in the South Pacific are preparing for the 
coming offensive. A rehearsal in the FIJI area Is scheduled 
for the 28th. Task Force 8 is still in a dense fog which 
Admiral Theobald thinks may clear sufficiently for him to bom¬ 
bard KISKA on the 27th. 


Cominch 252000 directs Army and Navy in ALASKA to in¬ 
vestigate and report on the establishment of an airfield at 
TANAGA or ADAK. The latter, at Andrew Lagoon, seems preferable. 
Also in his 241801 Cominch agrees with the Foster report (Secret 
file May 1942) regarding deficiencies at DUTCH HARBOR and in¬ 
dicates immediate steps to correct mo3t important deficiencies. 


O tjmiwr h 04140 -5-^l-I-e-~of— ^the--e upely -prob4-effl--a-t-- TAHI¥ * I . 
In— gen e r al ,-OinOPgn has vo y. 

ComSoPac 260248 comments on General Harmon's duties in 
connection with training of Army Air and Defense dispositions. 
CinCPac despatch of yesterday, 262127, answered this. 


The FLYING FISH returning from patrol off HONSHU re¬ 
ported sinking 1 DD, MINIKAZE class, and hitting 1 5,000 ton 
tanker with 2 torpedoes. 

There is nothing new of enemy deployment. 



July 26. 

There has been no change in the employment of own task 
forces. TF 11, 16, & 18 are in the South Pacific to support the 
TULAGI operation. TF 17 remains ready at PEARL. TF 8 is wait¬ 
ing for good weather, expected tomorrow, to bombard KISKA. 

Comgensopac 261201. General Harmon took over command; 
and Comsopac 270510 relieves Admiral McCain of Army air training 
and nuts this under General Harmon. 

The Russians seem to need our help. Onnav 251728 in¬ 
dicates closer trade relations. The nress renorts of the Russian - 
German war indicate that the German all out drive between MOSCOW 
and the Black Sea is meeting with very considerable success. The 
outcome of that campaign is bound to have profound effect on the 
War. 


Admiral Ghormley wants a "LION" moved to FULCRUM. As the 
ultimate destination is not yet determined, and cannot be until 
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July 26. (Continued) 


the conelusion of the current offensive, Cincpac is not yet 
ready to permit its movement to the South Pacific for storage. 

Vice Admiral Halsey cannot return here before the middle 
of September. Thus the Admiral will recommend Rear Admiral Fitch 
be promoted to Vice Admiral and ordered as ComCarPac - eventually 
"Air Pacific". Murray will relieve Fitch as CTF 17 . 

The CUTTLEFISH made contact with an enemy sutaarine off 
LAYSAN Island. The SILVERSIDES reported the Jap sampan patrol at 
500 miles east of Japan in Lat. 33-30 N. 

There were no significant moves of the enemy reported. 

During the month Admiral Nimitz has continued his con¬ 
ferences with General Emmons to ensure close cooperation between 
the Army and Navy. At these conferences there were also present 
usually the Army Chief of Staff and the Senior Army Air Commander 
and the Commandant of the Fourteenth Naval District. Conferences 
held this month were on July 9, 13, IS and 23 . At the last con¬ 
ference General Harmon, who was passing through HONOLULU enroute 
to assume command of Army forces in the South Pacific, was also , .. 

present. 

July 27. 

Task forces are employed as shown yesterday. TF 8 still 
has not good enough weather for the planned bombardment. The 
clearing weather predicted only produced a 2 mile visibility. 

The BOISE departed to raid the enemy sampan patrol line 
reported 500 to 800 miles east of HONSHU, in order to create the 
impression that a striking force is enroute JAPAN. This diversion 
effort is set for August 4, PEARL date. 

There are now at least two enemy subs thought approaching 
OAHU. These could be the harbingers of another raid on PEARL, 
but are probably only on routine reconnaissance. In any event, 
Admiral Nimitz feels that another raid in force is possible and 
urges the early comnletion of the landing strip at SAND ISLAND, 
MIDWAY, and the VF staging field at TERN Island, French Frigate 
Shoals. 


As the Japs have mentioned some move to take place on 
"Y Day" and stated that this is July 29 th, Vice Admiral Ghormley 
suggests omitting the rehersals for Task One in his 272211 (pink). 
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July 27. (Continued) 

General Meade, who was recently in command of NZ troops 
at FIJI, has evidently been lost in a plane about 10 miles from 
TONGA. 


There has been a carrier reorganization by the enemy. 

It is now indicated that the CVs are completing training in 
Empire waters. The Japs continue to consolidate their positions 
in eastern NEW GUINEA and are apparently constructing two air¬ 
plane fields on the North coast of GUADALCANAL. 


July 28 . 


No definite word has been received from Admiral Ghormley 
regarding anticipating his target date of August 7 for Task One. 
Bearing on this, however, is ComAirSoPac 281440 pink and 290041. 
In a despatch from ComGen ROSES 290800, the field at BUTTON is 
now ready so ConSoPac may decide to bomb TULAGI and GUADALCANAL 
on the 31st. Cominch 281830 pink states that the target date 
must not be delayed beyond August 7 and should be anticipated. 

There is no further word of the bombardment of KISKA. 
Evidently the weather is not good enough to execute Admiral 
Theobald's plan. Planes observed a cruiser there and bombed 
shore activities today. 

JOHNSTON Island is now considered satisfactory for B-17s, 
while WALLIS will be ready for the smaller types aircraft on 
August 15th. 

There is now good evidence that Jap cruisers have Radar. 
The Japs are going right ahead with the& strengthening of their 
positions in GUADALCANAL and Eastern NEW GUINEA. In the latter 
place they are penetrating inland. At GUADALCANAL three air 
fields are now reported under construction. 

There is no news of changes in the deployment of major 
Japanese units. 
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AN ESTIMATE OF ENEMY INTENTIONS 


MONTH OF AUQUST - 1942. 


Preliminary 

This 1s not a formal Estimate of the Situation In 
that much data usually Included In the establishment of the 
basis for solution of a problem 13 omitted. Also, own Courses 
of Action and the Docision (Leading to planned action) is 
beyond the scope of this papor. Wljat is sought here is a. 
complete examination of Enemy Capabilities insofar as the Pacfic 
Theatre is concerned. 

2« The Situation 

( a ) Energy . As a result of the Coral Sea action and 
the Battle of Midway, Japan lost five carriers and had one damaged 
They also had losses involving cruisers and destroyers. Some 
damage was inflicted on other units, including at least one 
battleship. 

Shortly after the Battle of Midway, the Japanese 
carrier strength concentrated in Qnpire Waters, the last units 
coming from the Aleutains about the middle of July. During 
the latter part of July it is estimated that the carriers wore 
reorganized and refitted. On August 1st it is believed that 
six C7 and two XCV are available for employment. It is not to 
be expected that these carriers are as well trained or equipped 
as those encountered at Midway, nor can their screen be as 
complete. However, as there is danger in underestimating their 
present capabilities, it will bo assumed hereinafter that they are 
in all respects ready for any task. 

There has been no recent change in Japan’s battle¬ 
ship strength which effects this study. Ten battleships are 
available. 

While little information is at hand regarding 
Japanese amphibious troops, largo numbers who are well 
trained and equipped are believed available. It is known 
that Japan’s shipping i3 already overtaxed and probably unable 
to undertake an additional major transportation and logistic 
problem. 
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(b) Own. Becauae of the employment of three carrier 
task forces In the South Pacific only one carrier task force 
is available on August 1st in the Central Pacific. Concen¬ 
tration of our carriers at Pearl from the South Pacific would 
take about twelve days. To move them to the Aleutains would 
involve about eight days more. Thus, to meet an advance of 
an enemy raiding or occupation force in the Central Pacific we 
would require over two weeks notice; and the North Pacific 
over three weeks notice. 

Our battleship strength in the Pacific is still 
inferior to the enemy. TP-1 will operate near Hawaiian Area 
during part of August, but is not ready for battle because of 
lack of adequate screen and air coverage. 

Air strength in the Hawaiian Area is inadequate 
to repel a determined raid. Midway is being strengthened 
by the addition of a landing strip on Sand Island. When that 
strip is completed, the entire present heavy bombing strength 
in the islands can operate from Midway. At present fighters 
can be brought into Midway by ship. The fighter staging 
project to Midway via French frigate Shoals will not be com¬ 
pleted before October. 

A cruiser task force plus fairly good air strength 
is operating in the Aleutains. So far it lias been ineffective, 
mainly because of bad weather and lack of air coverage in 
advance areas. The effort there is limited to attrition, using 
submarines and long range bombing.- Effectiveness of long 
range bombardment of Japanese held positions In Kiska and 
Attu lias not yet been demonstrated. 

Our submarine offensive in Jap waters is now at low 
ebb because of the employment of submarines at Truk and in the 
Aleutians. This condition will continue during August. 

3. Background . 

(a) Merely aa a reminder, certain points of Japanese 
ambitions and trends are set down in the briefest sort of a 
way. As far back as the early nineties the Japs were not 
satisfied with their lot and determined to do something about 
it. To raise living standards and to care for their population 
pressure, they decided (1) to become an industrial nation, and 
(2) expand. For the first they needed ready access to raw 
materials. For the second they needed land suitable to Japanese. 
Their progress in attaining those goals have been steady. If 
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slowj but they have consistently stuck to the main idbas. Now 
that they have overrun the vast stretches of Malaysia!need only 
to consolidate their gains to accomplish hegemony in the Orient. 
This being the case, it would seem reasonable that their one 
and only desire at present is to prevent outside interference 
until their exploitation of captured regions has made them im¬ 
pregnable in what they call their sphere of influence. Their 
attack on Pearl Harbor is further evidence that they desire 
above all to prevent our interference with Asiatic.operations. 
The targets picked indicated only a desire to immoblize our 
Fleet. 


(b) With the above in mind it seems logical to 
consider Japanese courses of action as limited for the present 
to making secure their extensive gains, rather than considering 
possible expansion not closely related thereto. 

4. Tlireats to Japan . 

Interference with Japanese plans can come from 
the following: 

(1) China . The Sino-Jap war has been dragging along 
since 1937. While Japan dominates the richest part of China, 
there is no proof yet that this military gesture has paid 
commercial dividends. However, they cannot afford to lose 
that war and might be well satisfied with a strong and con¬ 
trolled puppet government and existing boundaries." As long 
as the China venture continues Japan must continue to pour 
in men and materials which they would probably rather use 
elsewhere. 


(2) England , (including India.) Today England 
is only a minor threat mainly because of her preoccupation 
with Germany. Her Far Eastern Fleet is not now able to pene¬ 
trate the Malay barrier. Nor can her Fleet be of much use 

in the Bay of Bengal. Burma is sufficiently occupied by Japan 
to prevent an overland threat to the Irjdo-China rice. India is 
hardly pro-British. While British sea power is always a danger 
to Japan, There is nothing to indicate even a mild threat to 
Japan during August. 

(3) Australia. At present Australia cannot take 
the offensive. Thanks - to the United States there is the 
definite probability that Australia will become the jump off 
point for an offensive destined to defeat Japan. To make this 
possible the supply linos to Australia must be kept open to the 
United Nations. Of Immediate Intoro3t Is the Australian air activity 
In the SW Pacific. This is, so far, decidedly of minor proportions 
but enough to cause Japan some trouble and delay in consolidating 
her positions In the New Guinea, New Britain-Solomon Area. 
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(4) United States . Lacking troops and bottoms for 
an offensive thru the Mandates (even if we had the required 
types combatant available) there i3 little wo can do now 
except in the South Pacific. Of course, Japan may not know 
this. She knows that wo have an enormous building program, 
and that potentially (and eventually) we can muster the re¬ 
quisite strength to move thru the Central Pacific and gradually 
gain and maintain control of the sea areas vital to Japan. Her 
idea may be that before we are ready for such a mcve, Japan 
will bo strong enough so that the game will not be worth the 
candle. In the meantime our greatest threat is the supplies, 
equipment, and men we are sending to the Southwest. Except 
for submarines. Pearl is too far away for use as an offensive 
Jump off point, and we are too weak to gain nearer positions 
north of the equator. 

(5) Russia . Here the danger lies in the proximity of 
air in the Vladivostok region to industrial Japan. Japan can 
hardly feel secure while this threat exists. Certainly she will 
not provoko war until she thinks that Russia is beaten by 
Germany, and until that beating takes 3hape in the removal of 
Russian aircraft from Siberia to the German front. 

5. Broad Courses of Action . 

Based on the idea expressed above, i.e. that Japan 
must now prevent interference with her exploitation in the 
Orient, the following are her broad courses of action: 

(1) Step up military operations in China with view 
to obtaining a satisfactory stalemate in the Sino-Jap War. 

Any increase in such military operations will be 
primarily an Army project. But it would have effect on other 
fronts because it would involve further demands on her national 
strength. Now that Japan lias effectively stopped nearly all 
occidental reinforcements she is in a bettor position to offer 
China a compromise peace. The masses of Chinese may well be 
glad to end the struggle. The loaders may become discouraged 
if they continue to receive promises, but little real support. 
Especially if the war continues favorable to the Axis, and if 
Japan can administer some 3ort of a major local defeat on the 
Cliinese, and if Oriental intrigue can be reasonably successful, 
there is the possibility of sufficient Japanese withdrawal from 
Chinato be acceptable to the Chinese. 


As this is not expected during August it will not 
be considered as bearing on the immediate problem. 
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(2) A major effort to continue the offensive In 
the Indian Ocean. 


If Japan could now occupy Ceylon their strategic 
position would be considerably enhanced as they would be in a 
position to better dominate the Bay of Bengal and the approaches 
of Singapore. Off-hand, it would seem logical that no such step 
would be taken unless Japan felt sure of the socurity of her 
eastern flank. And this is especially so now when the Par Eastern 
Fleet seems to have no idea of any action which will cause Japan 
trouble. On the other hand there is the bright prospect of win¬ 
ning India over to the Axl3 side. The effort would not be an 
attempt to conquer India, but to make a show of strength tc dis¬ 
credit the British, and to bring the military, economic, and 
political fronts more nearly Into alignment in that area. If 
Ceylon were captured, the stranglehold on India would be complete. 

(3) Operations tot first, gain a foothold in 
Australia and; second, to extend their positions within striking 
distance of the U.S. - Australia supply line. 

Jap positions in New Guinea will never be entirely 
secure as long as Port Moresby is strongly held and can continue 
as an air base. It Is assumed that the Australians for the present 
will continue their sporadic and nuisance-value bombings. If the 
Japanese capture Port Moresby they will continue to be within 
bombing range of Australian air fields. Such a condition could 
continue a long time without serious Injury to either side. 

With the elimination of the Port Moresby nuisance, though. Japans 
positions In the Solomons and their capability to advance to 
Noumea would be considerably enhanced. 

It does not seem reasonable that Japan will, in 
the foreseeable future, make a serious attempt on the Australian 
mainland. 


o 


Because of their many good positions and rela¬ 
tive security north of Timor Sea, the Japanese are well placed 
for operations In northwestern Australia. That area is fairly 
well Isolated from the populous eastern Australia by the great 
stretches of wasteland. In order to better secure Timor, and 
Java by denying Australia Jump off points such as Darwin and 
Broome, and to reduce the submarine menace from Western 
Australia, Japan nay very possibly plan landings in force in 
that region. Such a move could conceivably take place in August. 

On the other hand, many signs point toward 
their desire to occupy Port Moresby and to expand down through 
the Now Hebrides and to New Caledonia. For the occupation of 
Port Moresby they must go overland unless they are willing to 
make another and stronger attempt via the Coral Sea. If they 
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are going overland they must use many more troops than have 
been reported In New Guinea up to now. A possible indication 
that such is intended is the information of large army forces 
probably enroute. If they are thinking of a sea borne attempt 
they would probably want to be stronger than they were in May. 
And if the 3ea borne attack is conton plated we could reasonably 
expect it to take place only after airfields are completed in 
S.E. New Guinea and at Guadalcanal. That done, they could oper¬ 
ate their carriers under an air umbrella to the S.E. and S.W. 

They may be content to defer the Port Moresby 
project for a while and go ahead into the Santa Cruz Islands 
and New Hebrides. Tills sort of an operation would seem to call 
for considerable carrier strength, but not a comparatively large 
number of troops. If it were done step by step (and it prob¬ 
ably would have to be as landing fields cannot be captured but 
must bo built) the operation could hardly be more than started 
during August. 

(4) Raids on our line from Midway to Suva. 

Those are always possible and well within 
Japan*s capabilities. Oood Jumping off places are available 
to them in the Marshalls. Such operations South of Hawaii 
would not have to be in force, and would be hit and run in 
order to delay our efforts. It does not seem probable at the 
moment that Japan could seriously try to occupy and hold any 
positions oast of the 180th meridian in the South Pacific. In 
the Hawaiian Area the most damage thoy could do would be at 
Pearl Harbor. Another successful surprise raid at Pearl is 
always a possibility. 

(5) Seizure and occupation of the Hawaiian Islands. 

While there is good reason for Japan to want 
to do this, her available strength for the operation is not in 
sight. It Is true that she can bring to bear a force large 
enough to cover the necessary troop movement if most of our 
strength Is elsewhere. But there Just does not seem sufficient 
tonnage available to her to transport and support any such ef¬ 
fort. It Is true that if she could arrive at a time when our 
task forces are absent and when the Hawaiian air force is weak, 
Japan could probably gain a foothold on outlying Islands. After 
gaining such a foothold she could easily lose the war In trying 
to dig in. It would offer the finest sort of attrition possi¬ 
bilities to us. We have only to remember that we could find no 
way to support Guam and Wake. In fact they were considered by 
many as a liability. 
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Tlie seizure and occupation of Midway was 
undoubtedly a plan of the Japanese in early June. What their 
ultimate objective was in that campaign is not known. If 
they were satisfied merely to occupy it to deny it to us they 
would thereby, (1) restrict our westward air search; (2) deny 
Midway to us as a fuel topping off place; (3) eliminate our 
chance of bombing Wake with present planes. Maybe tills, plus 
undoubted value to them for the same purpose to the eastward, 
is considered enough to cause them to make another attempt. 

But again, they would have an almost impossible situation. 
Holding Pearl, we could undoubtedly make their logistic problem 
impossible. And they could not defend the place against in¬ 
evitable recapture. Yfe conclude, then, that the Japs will not 
attempt to occupy Midway except as part of a campaign to cap¬ 
ture all of the Hawaiian Islands. 

(6) A further advance to the Eastward In the 

Aleutians. 



Here It all depends on the estimate of why 
they went there In the first place. If they went there to 
cause a diversion they have succeeded in immobilizing a crui¬ 
ser task force, and no further effort is Immediately necessary. 
If they want a base to operate from to protect northern fisher¬ 
ies they may need only to strengthen present positions. If 
they want to interrupt a possible air ferry route to Siberia 
via the Aleutians they need go no further. But If they want 
to cause U3 serious worry in that region they must move con¬ 
siderably more to the east. As this is not a good CV operating 
area It would seem that the chances of large scale CV covering 
forces operating against shore based air now known present are 
small. Nevertheless, such a course Is possible. 

(7) An attack on Russia. 


This depends so much on European operations 
now underway that It serves no useful purpose to guess. Suf¬ 
fice to say that CVs could be employed. 
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6. 


Remarks 


(a) We are no longer reading the enemy mail and 
today (August 1) we must depend almost entirely on traffic 
analysis to deduce enemy deployment. There Is a chance that, 
during August, we will Improve in this respect. 

(b) We have only the flimsiest sort or a surface 
picket line to warA.us of hostile approach, and must rely on 
air search and radar. 

(c) As there are so mahy possibilities open to 
Japan there does not seom to be any profit in making wild 
guesses as to their next move. Prom a purely strategic point 
of view the only move during August which seems likely is 
expansion in the direction of the New Hebrides. 


-0- 


791 










July 29 th 






In hi 3 292335 (Pinl:) ComSoPac indicates his desire to 
anticipate his target dare of August 7th. The sooner he can 
launch his attack the easier the job should be, as the Japs 
are making strong and apparently rapid progress in strengthening 
their positions. 

Task Force 8 is still unable to bombard ICISKA. Further 
scouting there indicates DDs and auxiliary types in the harbor. 

A New command "Naval Air Forces Pacific" has been set ud. 
Admiral Fitch will be the first Commander. 

A recent photo reconnaissance of MAJCIN ISLAND (GILBERTS) 
fails to show suspected enemy air or other activity there. 
Nevertheless Ilarine Raiders will be landed there by submarines 
about August 17th to destroy possible fuel, 3 tore 3 , and other 
Installations. If no resistance is net it is still a good 
training exercise in a new kind of warfare for us. 

Admiral limits i3 anxious to get the Commander Hawaiian 
Sea Frontier started on conducting'the dally routine search 
from OAHU. 

Apparently the CinC 8th Jap Fleet has taken over command 
In the RABAUL AREA, where defense is being speeded up. 

There are no changes in location of major Jar units. v-O 

V-' 

July 30th . 

^ ^ ^ ^ 

Because of two collisions in dense fog involving two 
DI.1S and -two DD, and because weather has made bombardment In 
accordance with his plan impossible Theobald has retired to 
Kodiak. (His 302125) His future plans are not known. Admiral 
Nimitz favors sending him some encouragement and a suggestion 
that a sweep along the Jap communications line to the westward 
of Attu may be profitable. 

Admiral Ghormley has not yet set his day for the Tulagi 
operation but it Is assumed that it will not be later than^ 

August 7th. 

Serfor 292345 recommends on present petrol&um supply 
system for Pac Fleet; and ClnCPac 310113 desires to maintain 
status quo for logistics for present, with the possible ex¬ 
ception of New Zealand. , 
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July 50th (Cont'd) 

Despite the desire of the C.G. at Fiji to retain some 
New Zealand troops there, Comsopae has directed that they 
return to their homes as planned. 


CinCPac recommends an army air reserve of 70 


planes be sent Hawaii now for possible use in the Pacific. 
The present number is wholly inadequate. 

Comsopae 302351 desires that the Lion now assumed 
ready for shipment be sent to him now. 


The Japanese seem to be stepping up their air rein¬ 


forcements to the Rabaul Area. In their operations in Eastern 
New Guinea they managed to destroy five of seven Army dive 
bombers which attacked their landings. So far as is known, 
there is no change in the location of their major units. Most 
of their Navy seems to be in empire waters. 



July 31 . 


In his 010301 pink ComTaskFor 8 answered CincPac 312145 (?^- 
concerning KISKA operations. Since the 22d, when Admiral Theobald 
arrived for his bombardment, the weather has been bad. There has 
never been the needed surface visibility. Finally, the double 
collision referred to yesterday made a retirement and modification 
of plan necessary. Now, ComTaskFor 8 wants to go ahead with his 
bombardment in spite of little hope of success. Admiral Nimitz 
feels that a radar sweep to the westward might be profitable. 


There is nothing to remark about other task forces. 


CinCPac 010233 recommends no change in the pattern of 
Pacific submarine operations pending the outcome of Admiral 
Ghormley's present operations which are to start on the 7th. 

Army photo reconnaissance planes at WAKE were attacked 
by "zero" fighters. 

The Japs have decided that they can see no profit in 
making war on Russia now as ha3 been requested by Germany. 

Apparently the Japs are taking air from the Marshall’s 
to strengthen their positions in the Southwest Pacific. In 
that area enemy activity is being stepped up a bit. 
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03 0427 


04 2355 

O 


o 


05 0601 



CINCPAC TO OPNAV INFO SOMSOWESPAC 


In reply last part your 011939 invite attention my 
312231 not to all addees. As indicated therein 
arrangements have been made for supplying fuel to 
U.S. forces based New Zealand with tankers now 
assigned CinCPac. Question of taking on civil and 
military fxiel requirements that dominion is one of 
policy and availability of British tonnage on which 
no opinions are expressed. 

CTF 8 to CINCPAC 

My OPlan 9-42 essentially same as iny 8-42 with same 
bombardment objective. New plan deletes offensive 
tasks of patrol planes until Baker ulus two day. 

Plane and submarine action altered to produce more 
effective assistance to main body with minimum dis¬ 
location of effort due to delays. Have ordered alter¬ 
nate operation two cruisers in event of delay in 
separate letter of instructions. 

CINCPAC to COMINCH. Info VOonav. Comsopac(Adm) Serforsubcom . 

My 220349 Comsonac has now requested LION 1 complete 
for SPOONER projects. Also total 6 construction bat¬ 
talions for SPOONER and 2 OAKS for Sopac. Recommend 
approval OAKS and such construction battalions as can 
be provided. Former to take precedence over CUBS 2 
and 3. Am opposed to storage any LION components 
SPOONER and unless there are projects of which I am 
unaware believe many components LION unneeded there. 

Request your comment and dispatch or airmail outline 
of approved projects for SPOONER. Your 161635 Feb. 
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06 2235 


O 
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06 2240 



COMAMPHORSOPAC to COMSOPAC 

This message consists of three parts. Following 
recommended. Cub 1 and 7th Construction Battalion 
be definitely routed to Cactus and Cub 13 to Apricot. 
11 th Construction to Apricot instead of Straw see 
Cincpac 310915 July. Cominch 081856 July one aviation 
engineer battalion to Straw vice construction battal¬ 
ion. One barrage balloon squadron to Apricot. 2nd 
Division Headquarters and 8 th Marines to Longbow. 

Cominch 031230 August. September 30 defense battalion 
to White Poppy for temporary use prepared for immediate 
withdrawal for offensive. One construction battalion 
to White Poppy for employment but as reserve for offen¬ 
sive. One construction battalion to Fantan for same 
purpose. 

October 30 Headquarters Amphcorpsopac and 6 th Marines 
to Longbow. Defense battalion to Fantan for temporary 
use prepared for immediate withdrawal for offensive. 
Aviation engineer battalion to White Poppy ready to 
accompany offensive. Division troops 2 nd Division to 
Longbow. End part one. 

Part two. 

November 30 division troops 2nd division to Longbow. 

1 barrage balloon squadron to Cactus 1 to Button. 

Guns of foregoing defense battalions not repeat not 
to be employed if 5 inch. 

7th Marines reinforced on relief by 22nd Marines embark 
combat loaded in Transdiv 2 and conduct amphibious 
training in Bleacher if not immediately required in 
forward area. 


O 


Marine aircraft group 23 plus one half VMO 251 to 
Cactus as soon as possible. Other half VMO 251 to 
be retained at White Poppy and trained and employed 
as observation aircraft ready for next offensive. 

Of next 2 marine aircraft groups 1 to Apricot and 1 
to be held at White Poppy in reserve for offensive 
both groups to be given carrier training. 

All shore based VF airplanes Navy and Marine to be 
equipped with droppable fuel tanks with 200 percent 
spare tanks. Finish part 2 . 
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06 2246 


o 


COUAMPHORSOPAC to COMSOPAC (062235)(C on t»d) 

Comnence part 3. Further recommended that following 
be established and trained as soon as possible in 
Straw. (a) Two additional raider battalions (b) One 
additional parachute battalion (c) Replacement and 
reserve cadre adequate for replacements for two 
marine divisions on continuously active serive. 

Parachute battalion of first Marine Division should 
first be brought to full strength. This is the end 
of the three and last part. 


O 


O 
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AUG GCT 


07 1443 CofS. U.3.A. to COMGENHAWDEPT Info CINCPAC 

5368-7th. Improper application of Joint Chiefs of 
Staff directive concerning procedure to follow in 
reporting combat operations and intelligence in your 
command indicated by report of recent operation of 
B-17 against Jap fighters at WAKE. Action took place 
July 31 but War Department not notified until late 
August 4th. Para . 

Clarification OURAD 4945 of 17 July Indicating proper 
procedure follows (pass to CinCPac). Para . 

1st, the report should be addressed to Chief of Staff 
not to CinCPac. Para. 



2ndly, the report should be sent through CinCPac for 
comment if he deems comment necessary. However, he 
has no authority to alter your original report. Para . 

3rdly, the report should be transmitted promptly by 
CinCPac direct to Chief of Staff, not to Cominch. Para . 

Cominch concurs in this interpretation. 



o 
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09 0553 C0MTASKGR0UP 8.6 TC CCIJTASKFOR 8 


My 080741. First attempt to bombard made at 1745, ap¬ 
proach being made by Radar and sounding. Launched spot¬ 
ting planes at 1750. At 1755 ran into thick fog that 
persisted inside hundred fathom mark and forced turn 
away. Spotting plane cruising at 1500 feet gave excel¬ 
lent information of shipping in KI3KA and visibility 
conditions, although under attack by float fighter and 
antiaircraft and hit repeatedly plane maintained station. 
Second approach by Radar and soundings at 1945. About 
5 minutes before executing Roger fog lifted and permitted 
navigational fix but ceiling too low to permit plane spot 
or observation of damage. Firing groups adjusted po¬ 
sitions and opened up. First salvos mistaken by Japs for 
bombs and replied to by antiaircraft barrage. Battery on 
South Head firing fixed projectiles, possibly 6 inch, at 
destroyers silenced by NASHVILLE estimated range 9,000 
yards. 

09 0540 Part 2 of above. 


Fire of shore battery showed excellent control possibly 
by spotting plane. Four-engine seaplane bombers (2) 
yellow, avoided heavy ships. Observed one unload entire 
rack of bombs at ELLIOT, missed astern. Float plane 
fighters very accurate with cannot, damaged SOC at 500 
yards through fog patch, strafed destroyers one believed 
shot down. Huge white chemical flare possibly for artil¬ 
lery ranging dropped over INDIANAPOLIS. Plane report of 
KISKA harbor before firing included one very large auxil¬ 
iary several smaller ships at least 4 subs at least one 
CL and 2 DD. After firing observation one large fire, 
tanker leaving harbor, shore battery silenced, many hits 
in target area. Only causualties one plane and crew mis¬ 
sing, one pilot wounded in foot by shrapnel, numerous 
hits on plane. No damage to ships other than minor due 
to own gunfire. Firing CA not completed due to forced 
turn about from reoorted periscope. Ammunition expended 
8 inch 631, 6 inch'3534, 5 inch 2620, small amounts 1.1 
20 millimeter and machine gun. Shadowed until dark but 
not attacked by four engine seaplane. No contact our Eaker 
plus one flights. 
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12 1G20 COMIHCH to CIKCPAC Info COI.iSOPAC, CTF 8, CIHCLANT 

While it is deemed mandatory that communications 
essential to the conduct of operations actually in 
progress against the enemy shall have the first 
priority, that part of operating organizations concerned 
with constant assembly, evaluation and summary of 
operating information must include arrangements whereby 
pertinent information as to state of affairs can be 
sent to you and to me as opportunity offers, or can be 
made, without undue interference with the conduct of 
such active operations. 

13 1258 COI.ITASKFOR 62 to COMSOPAC, CTF-61, info VARIOUS 

Delayed in transmission due to circuit congestion and 
radio silence is this situation summary as well as 
yesterday's and also report on GUADALCANAL air base. 
First Detachment this force departed GUADALCANAL through 
LENGO Channel late afternoon local 9th with part of 
transports escorted by wounded vessels and minesweepers. 
Final Detachment formed off TULAGI after dark and passed 
out same route. No contact with enemy since night action 
previous night except DDs dropped depth charges on 3 
reported sound contacts vicinity CinCPac Grid LOVE 536063 
about 0200 GOT 10th. Location JARVIS not known request 
ComAirSoPac cover as possible and inform me if sighted. 

It seem3 probable enemy unaware our losses recommend no 
publicity. Some evidence has appeared that enemy also 
suffered in the night action. Nothing further as to 
developments on shore. Para. 

At 2300 GCT 10th plan to unite both detachments near 
Grid GEORGE 913634 thence course 157 at 13.5 knots 
toward POPPY, and to detach Transdivs 2 and 12 to arrive 
BUTTON morning of 12th local preparatory further opera¬ 
tions. ComTransdiv 12 will deport available troops for 
reenforcement garrison on arrival. Para. 

Plan arrive BULAPT Pass about 0200 GCT 13th request Com- 
SoPac make necessary pilot and berthing arrangements. 

This is final summary for present. 
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13 2214 COKALSEC of August '42 


CTF 8 sends In reply to ClnCpac 102205. Tentative plan, 
covering force 2 heavy 1 light cruiser, 3 destroyers to 
westward of advance. Lighters and tugs with heavy freight 
screened by 4 destroyers departing CHERNOFSKI dog minus 
4 day land in FIREPLACE RAY weather permitting. Speed 
about 5 knots. Continuous anti submarine patrol by 
destroyers during unloading. Three transports escorted by 
2 light cruisers, 4 destroyers pass UNALASKA dog minus 
2 days land troops food essential light supplies in own 
boats eastern side commencing evening twighlight dog minus 
1 day. All awhtwoxhsltrth and clear of chain. 'Then troops 
and essential immediate equipment landed transports screened 
by 3 destroyers retire to northward to await availability 
of lighters for discharge heavy equipment when two light 
cruisers 1 destroyer join covering force. Motor torpedo 
boats held initially in vicinity of FIREPLACE to attack enemy 
forces threatening FIREPLACE. At desirable time in operation 
will use for low visibility attack on KISKA HARBOR. Sub¬ 
marines observing and attacking ATTU KISKA AREAS and for 
observation and attack in north and south approaches FIRE¬ 
PLACE. PBY*s with tenders based KAZAN for protective 
scouting of approaches FIREPLACE and provide close screens 
to forces as practicable. Army P-38’s defensive screen 
NAZAN and maximum concentration bombers at UMNAK for 
offensive operation at KISKA and against enemy surface 
forces threatening FIREPLACE. Waters east FIREPLACE totally 
unsurveyed. Prior operation intend submarine fathometer 
survey with sounding of beach approaches from small boat. 
Submarine sounding WESTERN BAY accomplished 11th. 

Above subject to modification after conference 
with troop commander now awaiting return 3 officers survey 
party due back from FIREPLACE next 48 hours. 

14 0131 CTF 8 of August'42 . 

From Rear Admiral Smith Quote CinCPac 130003. Heavy ship 
bombardment by direct fire from between LITTLE KISKA and 
SOUTH HEAD not practicable. Water shallow poorly charted 
and perhaps mined. Firing area 30 limited as to require 
ships to slow or stop. Could hit main camp only by indirect 
fire over north head. NORTH HEAD heavily hit 7 Aug. Fur¬ 
ther risk of cruisers in a repeat bombardment KISKA not 
justified unless coordinated with landing attack to capture 
and hold island. Report on 7 Aug. bombardment in mail. 

Attack in low visibility. Ships in harbor by motor tor¬ 
pedo boats supported by destroyers practicable and hirhly 
recommended. Unquote. CTF 8 concurs and sends this. My 
010301 stated that NORTH HEAD and camp at southwest end of las: 
harbor only direct fire targets from eastward. PBY pilot 
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14 0131 ( CONTINUED) 

after observation from 2000 feet reports all north 
head area heavily hit bombardment 7th. Early repeitition 
of identical operation which depends for success largely 
on surprise believed an uhsound war operation. 

14 0646 COMSOPAC to VICE OPNAV, Info Various Commands . 

Recent events emphasize absolute necessity have facilities 
for rapid unloading CU3 materials at advanced bases. These 
islands have nothing in line unloading equipment and 
therefore nothing can be provided at destination. This 
problem does not refer to that of unloading during initial 
landing force attack operations where items small and 
can be men handled but refers to subsequent operations 
where many heavy items equinment have to be handled. Each 
base where a CUB to be landed should have standard pontoon 
wharves and barges as follows: 2 wharves and 4 bridge 
sections, 3 barges 100 tons, 3 barges 50 tons. Each barge 
to have outboard motor. Each wharf to have 5-ton derrick. 
For rapid establishment weight handling facilities ashore 
require either tractor and 2-wheeled gooseneck crane which 
can be carried on deck of vessel or must tow a flat deck 
barge from nearest advance base carrying crawler crane 
and tractors on deck. These would walk ashore from beached 
barge. Recommend first method with duplicate tractors and 
cranes on 2 ships in case one damaged altho\igh second 
method permits earlier use heavy equipment and worked 
efficiently at island bases before war. For immediate 
needs urgently renuest 3 complete sets oontoon units as 
described above. 1 set to be used BUTTON second at CACTUS 
third for next advanced ^ase. Any units enroute for CUBS 
1 and 13 may be considered as partial fulfillment require¬ 
ments. In addition to foregoing facilities for unload¬ 
ing large ships the availability of 1000-ton covered 
barges similar those used between PEARL and outlying 
islands would permit transportation food ammunition to an 
advanced base in combat area without risking large vessel. 
Tug NAVAJO type made 12 knots with such a barge good wea¬ 
ther. Could tow barge to destination leave at beach and 
return immediately without remaining in danger area. Max¬ 
imum draft barge 9 feet but average draft loaded usual 
type materials 6 feet. Therefore torpedoes generally pass 
under. Recommend 4 be sent earliest practicable with 4 
more later. 9 believed now available at PEARL but more 
should be built. Again desire emphasize importance all 
essential items for initial establishment of Airbase be 
sent in first convoy even if ships have to wait at load¬ 
ing port for certain items. Less risk and delay thereby 
than have ships spend many days unloading with primitive 
facilities in combat area. OUJ 
















AUGUST (GCT) 

15 0720 CTF8 to CINCPAC. 


From additional information obtained by recent survey party 
indicating good possibility of uncharted rocks and shoals, 
consider it inadvisable and too hazardous to make survey and 
take soundings eastern Bays of FIREPLACE by submarine. My 
132214 will therefore be modified accordingly. Will use 
TEAL or similar AM to take soundings and make as complete 
survey as oracticable in ueriod remaining prior to landing 
of initial garrison. 

14 2358 COMALSEC to CITTCPAC. COM INCH. COMCEN ALASKA DEFENSE, etc. 

Following is the concensus of opinions of recent action against 
KISIvA. Targets covered: Shots main camp 2 thousand 286-6 
inch, 1 thousand 101-5 inch 38, results large fire. South 
camp 69O-6 inch shots no observation results. North head 
180-8 inch, 1020-5 inch 38 shots heavy smoke and dust. South 
head 60-6 inch, 40-5 inch shots: Jap surface and AA bat¬ 
teries silenced. Harbor area 451-8 inch shots. Ship first 
reported as tanker now identified as destroyer - T 0 M 0 ZURU 
Class - seen leaving harbor on fire disappeared later, pos¬ 
sibly sunk. Large auxiliary beached on south shore of har¬ 
bor with decks awash. Prior to bombardment 10 auxiliaries, 

4 submarines, 1 large destroyer or small cruiser force one 
4 engine patrol plane, were reported in the harbor with 1 
destroyer and patrol boat patrolling off the entrance. Dur¬ 
ing firing observing nlanes reported 8 inch fire in harbor 
as very accurate. Every reason to believe from analysis 
ranges and deflections used that light cruiser and destroyer 
fire on main camp was equally effective. Afterwards no 
reports from submarines of any ships leaving harbor. On day 
following bomboardment only ships reported were 2 auxiliar¬ 
ies, 1 destroyer, 2 or 3 natrol boats in vicinity of South 
Pass with possible 2 destroyers in harbor. Both auxiliaries 
were hit by 2-500 round bombs and possibly 1-1000 round. 
Observation from 2000 feet upon August 8th reported North Head 
area very heavily hit all over. Flying at this height was no 
anti aircraft fire from North Head which was most heavily 
armed area. Good possibility that excepting the ships bombed 
the following day, other ships in harbor during bombardment 
were sunk. Comtaskfor 8 has summaried this. 1 S0C INDIANA¬ 
POLIS plane not recovered probably shot down. Other S0C 
planes hit by seaolane fighters. 1 INDIANAPOLIS plane receiv¬ 
ing 157 holes. 1 ST. LOUIS pilot foot injury from shrapnel. 

No casualties to ships. ELLIOT struck by fragments from 
bomb or projectiles with few small minor holes. No Army Air 
Force planes bombed target area on bombardment day or day 
following. Visibilit 3 r since has been poor preventing other than 
sketchy photographs. Appears now that any photographs will 
be too late to give any positive evidence of total damage. 
Coninch pass to Chief Staff Army. 
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AUGUST (GCT) 

15 0340 CTF 8 to CINCPAC. 


This is first part of a two part message from Comtaskfor 8. 
Deliver to Cincpac. Survey required your 052213 completed 
by experienced board. Summary of report follows terrain 
excellent for creation air field and land transportation. 

TANAGA Bay Truncated Funnel in which seas pile up during 
weather from south southwest to northwest. Even with light 
northwesterly wind of 10 knots heavy swell was running in 
TANAGA Bay when inspected. Logs and other debris thrown 70 
to 100 feet beyond high tide mark. It is reasonable to as¬ 
sume that beached lighters under these conditions will be 
permanently stranded. Lighters should be towed to eastern 
side of island if approaching westerly gale can be predicted 
in sufficient time and all shipping will have to leave 
TANAGA bay. Task of landing supplies and equipment has 
been gravely underestimated and possibility of losing a 
considerable part of the equipment is strong. Completion 
summary. And end part one. 

15 0357 Second part Comtaskfor 8 150340 to Cincpac. My 050520, 050556, 
050625, 092040. Phase two is three times as comprehensive as 
phase one. Will cover fall and early winter. Period of worst 
weather in area. Refer page 11 and 201 HO 187. Waters to east¬ 
ward of island totally unsurveyed with one long projecting 
reef and many rocks. See pa?e 373 Coast Pilot Volume Two. 

There is no wharf. Navigation on eastern side dangerous as 
nothing but very sketchy survey possible. From conference 
deduce Army estimate problems transportation and unloading 
largely derived from experience at Umnak where cargoes trans¬ 
ferred to lighters in land locked CHARN0FSKI and short haul 
to lee shore Umnak made on calm water days. Enemy opposition 
aside operation disregards fundamental considerations of 
navigational dangers, weather and seamanship. See Overesch 
report cargo handling in open sea b Army at Canton and 
Christmas. If not complete failure for these reasons length 
of time to completion phase two gives enemy every chance. 
Unanimous opinion of all local senior naval officers entirely 
disregarded in favor of local Army opinion in planning opera¬ 
tion for which seamanship and navigational dangers are govern¬ 
ing factors. Consider ADAK KEY position in middle ALEUTIANS. 
Occupation during fall presents none of foregoing seamanship 
and navigational problems. Array plans for fixed positions 
to westward of Umnak Dutch Harbor area must include plans for 
development of Adak as advanced naval base. End part 2. 
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16 0545 C.G. CACTUS TO COMSOPAC 

Party referred to your serial 130623 arrived ready to 
function. Tulagi reports all well and mopping up com¬ 
pleted at Ilalavo Port, Purvis and Bungana Island. No 
slant eyes encountered. Large dump avgas at Halavo. 
Natives that area friendly and delivering some prison¬ 
ers. Situation Guadalcanal no change. Consolidation 
of area continuing. Patroling being conducted by 
I-Iarines and Natives. Awaiting air support for opera¬ 
tions against outlying detachments. Mopping up of 
distant detachments will require APD's. Next vessel 
arriving should take off prisoners. Request recon¬ 
naissance plane passing drop message giving info ob¬ 
tained. Request 2000 silver Australian shillings for 
intelligence. 
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17 0925 CTF 62 to CQ’TSO PAC. Info COMINCH. CTNC^AC. etc. 

Situation report Guadalcanal Tulagi sector. August 
11-16. Guadalcanal bombed by 3 Orange bombers high 
altitude on 12th and 14th 6 on 15th no damage 1 nlane 
damaged AA fire. SS fired into oosition on 13th and 
14th. No damage. 1 SS reported hit by 75 on half 
track. Tulagi situation excellent. Mopping up com¬ 
pleted Halavo point Port Purvis Bungana Island. Pat¬ 
rolling and mopping continued Guadalcanal. Some Marine 
casualties. 50 enemy killed or captured 13th. Snemy 
planes dropped food ammunition by parachute. 15th 
Marines captured four of 6 loads seen dropped. Ground 
crews for aircraft arrived 16th. 
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AUG. GCT 

18 2340 C0MIVESSEAFR0N TO CINCPAC 


Following paraphrased radio sent by me (General 
Dewitt Oi’iginator) to Commander Task Force 8 fur¬ 
nished for your information begin paraphrase CG 
ADC has been instructed to confer v/ith you refer¬ 
ence directive Joint Chiefs of Staff for further 
recommendations and comments fireplace stop develop¬ 
ment Adak not considered impracticable but as stated 
to you during conference in Alaska location of air¬ 
field Adak involved too long construction period and 
when accomplished is too distant from Kiska for pro¬ 
tection and for neutralization and reduction Kiska 
stop except for possible difficulty in accomplishment 
task one, seizure and occupation, Tanaga meets all 
requirements stop this unexpected turn of events is 
deeply disappointing since decisions made and pre¬ 
parations for fireplace far advanced stop troops have 
been selected and equipped for fireplace mission and 
arrive Kodiak today stop if operation limited to 
occupation Adak my concern that possible reaction by 
enemy will be occupation of Tanaga or neutralization 
that place by construction of field on Amchitka with 
resulting local enemy air superiority during long 
period of time required for construction of Adak air¬ 
field stop If enemy accomplished this it will be 
difficult to ascribe sound reasons for the Adak 
occupation stop this attitude in fact would be unten¬ 
able from military standpoint as a solution to the 
control of the Aleutians stop respect your views as 
to adverse unloading conditions Tanaga but feel such 
difficulties must be expected in operations of this 
character is war and overcome stop if you still feel 
unwilling to accept responsibility for naval support 
fireplace operation request you and General Buckner 
consider landing eastern Tanaga as last resort and 
with purpose of taking at least positive action tov/ards 
consolidation our positions in Aleutians v/ith expecta¬ 
tion of ultimate control stop I can not repeat not 
conscientiously consent to abandonment fireplace end 
paraphrase stop above my viev/s this subject and 
presented to you In compliance v/ith directive joint 
Chiefs of Staff August 18th stop Hope you concur. 
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202248 COKWSSTSEAPRON TO CINCPAC 

Following paraphrased radio sent to Joint Chiefs of 
Staff 20 August furnished for your information. No 
reoly received to ny dispatches August 18th to Cincpac 
and Comtaskfor 8 but paraphrased message received sent 
by Comtaskfor 8 for Cominch. You agree to modification 
of directive for fireplace operation through substitu¬ 
tion Adak Island for Tanaga Island because of necessity 
for speed in development of airfields in support of 
offensive operation towards ultimate objective since 
Comtaskfor 8 lias agreed to support Adak operation. Do 
not consider and never have considered airfield con¬ 
struction on Adak impracticable. Initial landing force 
now at Kodiak ready to move. Recommend Adak occupation 
earliest possible date. Enemy reaction to Adak opera¬ 
tion may be occupation of Tanaga or neutralization of 
that place by construction of field on Amchitka. This 
will result in enemy local air superiority during longer 
period required for construction of Adak field over that 
required for Tanaga field. Considering this possibility 
recommend issuance joint directive assigning mission to 
navy of furnishing constant protection for project until 
Adak field can be used by planes and also mission of 
preventing enemy action aimed at occupation and estab¬ 
lishment of airfields east of Kiska. Suggestion of 
Comtaskfor 8 for development fighter strip Atak not 
considered feasible a3 part this operation due to 
necessity for dispersion available construction means 
both men and material and requirement of additional 
garrison for protection. Commanding General Alaska 
defense command agrees signed Dewitt. 

21 1120 FLETCHER TO C0MS0PAC 


Sighted submarine in lat 10-30 S, long 162-30 E, August 
20th. Dived before being bombed. Shot down 1 enemy 
float type patrol plane on 20th and 21st. Believe this 
force sighted from time to time. Does your intelligence 
confirm this. Communications most unsatisfactory own 
ships and enemy ships in Cactus area received very late. 
Referring Comgen Cactus 202013 consider it inadvisable 
to send cruisers and destroyers into Cactus nightly. 

Must retire on 24th for fuel and redistribution of pro¬ 
visions. 
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22 0910 GOMSOPAC TO CTP 61 


Indications point strongly to enemy attack in force 
on Cactus area 23-26 August. Prom available intelli¬ 
gence believe following enemy forces now within radius 
of about 600 miles from Kavieng. 1 possibly 2 other 
BB, 10 CA, 5 CL, 10 or 11 Desdiv, 8 or 9 Subdivs in- 
ccuding South Pacific. An undetermined number PT and 
other small craft additional to those previously known 
island based and sea planes New Britain and southeast 
probably increasing steadily over current estimate of 
00 fighters and 80 to 100 bombers all types. Land 
forces include 1 division available Rabaul. 1 from 
Truk and a force enroute from Davao. Presence of 
carriers possible but not confirmed. Only evidence 
sighting you is Cincpac 140159. Realize communications 
not satisfactory. Making every effort to improve. 
Important fueling be conducted soonest possible and 
if practicable one carrier task force at a time retir¬ 
ing for that purpose. Your 211120. This from Comsopac 
to Comtaskfor 61 info Comtaskfors 62, 63 and Cincpac. 

Am sending Platte and Cimarron from Roses daylight 
tomorrow Sunday accordance by 220911. 
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24 2305 CINCPAC to COMINCH. 

Fletchers 241014 Ghormleys 241102 McCains 241333 all 
passed to you give best information I now have of carrier 
actions and dans for today. Intercepts indicate two carrier 
groups generally northeast of MALAITA and last night within 
150 miles that dace. RYUJO in western group damaged and 
reported burning fiercely. SHOKAKU and ZUIKAKU in eastern 
group. Photos show no hits attack on RYUJO with 500 lb 
bombs. CACTUS reports bombing attack yesterday afternoon 
which was intercepted by our fighters there enemy losses 5 
twin engine type 97 bombers 5 single engine bombers be¬ 
lieved CV based Mitsubishi 11 land zeros against own loss 
3 F4F. During night 7 DDs shelled CACTUS. Para. Believe 
MAKIN reoccupied. 

*24 1333 Comairsopac to Comsopac Info CTF 61. 62. 

From pilots report of 3- 17 s 4 hits made on large enemy 
CV with 500 pound bombs position lat. 06-35 Long 161-00 at 
0625 GOT. Believe this CV to be one reported dead in water 
at 0713 OCT by 23 PII. 2nd Group 3-17*s attacked small car¬ 
rier position latitude 06-02 longitude 162-45 at 0710 GCT 
believe 1 300 pound bomb hit. 

24 1102 COMSOPAC to CTF 17. Info CTF 61.62.63. CINCPAC. 

Our carriers attacked by enemy carrier planes about 0540 
GCT 24 August in approximate position latitude 09 degrees 
south longitude 163-15 east. 1 enemy carrier reported 
latitude 0550 south longitude 161-25 east at 0300 GCT 
August 24. Fuel your Task Force as soon as possible. 

Send GUADULURE to WHITE POPPY with DD escort to refill. 

Be prepared for offensive operations to westward of grid 
posit previously designated. Further orders will be is¬ 
sued. 

24 1014 CTF 61 to COMSOPAC Info CINCPAC. COMSOPAC. COMAIRSOPAC. CTF 18 . 

Attacked by carrier groun at 1712. ENTERPRISE received 2 
bomb hits aft. Fire under control. Some underwater damage. 
Proceeding to southward toward fueling rendezvous. Cancel 
request for tug ENTERPRISE steering under control. SARA¬ 
TOGA group attacked RYUJO extent damage unknown left burning 
badly. ENTERPRISE attack groun proceeded CACTUS no informa¬ 
tion results of that groun. Other attack groups attacked 
cruisers and a battleship some hits made. 2 large carriers 
4 CA's 6 CL 8 DD lat 05-45 long 162-10 east course 120 speed 
25 at 1530. Not located in time for attack. Task Forces 11 
and 16 must fuel tomorrow. Taskforce 18 fueled today will 
stand toward CACTUS to sunnort that place in accordance onera- 
tion order. ENTERPRISE planes at CACTUS remain there untilnq 
further orders. ^ JJ 
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AUGUST (GOT) 

26 0307 FOMALAUT to CTF 61. Info Comsopac, Com Transports Sppac . 

Discharged to CACTUS about 1500 tons or 3/4 cargo on ooard 
including 95 nercent that taken at WHITE POPPY. Major items 
not left ammunition of 20 millimeter and larger sizes also 
barbed wire and miscellaneous gear. Estimated total now on 
hand 600 tons. Torpedo from submarine barely missed ship 
few minutes before clearing unloading area. Considered not 
advisable attempt tow BLUE due her location near SAVO Island 
at 21 hours L (-11) 23rd reported locations with movements 
enemy forces and recommendation Div Comdr. Una Die get 300 
prisoners prior departure today all casualties intended for 
us except 6 picked up patrol plane which delivered BUTTON 
where HENLEY MANLEY STRINGHAM and FOMALAULT arrived 800 L 
(-11) 26th. Fuel aboard 238000 gallons good 13000 miles at 
14 knots provisions available 19 days crew plus 180 pas¬ 
sengers. Personnel with me: Marines 4 officers 149 enlisted 
in special detail. 4 officers for WHITE POPPY. Navy medical 
unit 1 officer 6 men also 28 men evacuated as not suitaole 
duty CACTUS. ,:> atients 1 officer 13 ratings. A deceased 
Marine. 

26 1930 CTF 61 to Comsopac. Info Cincpac. Gomairsopac. CTF 16.17,18 . 

An sending repeat of my twenty five zero blank blank blank 
which apparently went astray. Noyes rejoined 26th and re¬ 
ported destruction three patrol planes on 25th. REKATA Bay 
searched and empty. No enemy sighted by searches 26th. My 
posit 0800 27th Lat 10-40 South Long 163-45 East operating 
that vicinity until contact TF 17. From CTF 6l Action Com¬ 
sopac Info Cincpac, Comairsopac, CTF’s 16, 17 and 18. After 
further study believe bulk of attack group of SH0KAKU and 
ZUIKAKU lost in attack on ENTERPRISE. RYUJ0 hit. One 
torpedo and 4 bombs 1000 lbs by SARATOGA group at 0440 GCT 
24th. 

26 1336 COMSOPAC to CINCPAC. Info CTF 62. 63. 

Enemy submarines in RINGBOLT-CACTUS area are a threat to 
ships unloading supplies. Urgently require PC boats based 
at RINGBOLT enuiooed with listening device for continuous 
as patrol and defense that area. The same need exists at 
BUTTON which is staging point for supplies to CACTUS. Re¬ 
quest 12 boats of the 110 foot type or similar be sent at 
earliest moment. 6 to be stationed at BUTTON and 6 at 
RINGBOLT. This with knowledge your 310121 <Tuly as need is 
most urgent. 
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27 0226 C0HS0PA0 to CINCPAC, Info COMINCH. CTF 61.62.63. Comgenaopac . 

Special attention invited Coma;en 1 st MarDiv 25735 . Comso- 
pac sends Cincpac action Cominch, Corataskfor 6 l, 62, 63 info. 
Corngensonac by hand. In addition to aircraft reinforcement 
required this area as renuested by Comsopac, Comairsopac and 
Comgensopac. Regular renlacement nrogram must be initiated 
immediately as one of the essentials necessary in order that 
present nositions may be maintained and nreuarations made for 
a further advance. Reference despatch is only definite in¬ 
formation on front line attrition rate so far available. By 
copy of this despatch 0 O mairsopac is requested inform ad¬ 
dressees and originator next information available on at¬ 
trition rate PBY’s, B17’s and other types not covered by 
reference. 

26 2120 GTF 8 to Cincoac. Info Gomseron 6 . 

My 260203 in order comolete mining project FIREPLACE es¬ 
timate total 1000 additional Mark 6 Mod 3 mines will be 
required for secondary project. Priority for areas as fol¬ 
lows. Bay of Waterfalls one standard leg. Bay of Islands 
and Skagak Bay 1 standard leg whose southern extremity shall 
be north of Cascade Rock to permit ready access to both 
channels into expedition harbor with entrance landfall on 
Eddy Island. Three Armbay 1 standard leg. Beyer Bay one 
half standard leg. Landrum concurs entire mining olan 
FIREPLACE. 
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25 0955 CG 1st Mardiv to COMSCPAC info GTF G1. 62. 65 

CinCPac T'd to Cominch 

DDs shelled position at 2400. Casualties 2 killed 
3 rounded. No material damage. 3 SBD contacted at 
0210 L (minus 11) my 242057. 2 SED went out at 0245 

L (minus 11) no contact. 3 SBD rent out at 0245 no 
contact. 3 SBD went out 0300 scored 1 hit on destroyer. 
Ensign Uilliam E. Brown of ENTERPRISE failed to return. 
Large oil patches seen in area of contact after daybreak. 
At 0357 2 small planes bombed and strafed position. At 
1150 21 twin engine 97 bombers dropped over 40 bombs on 
position from 27,000 feet. 4 killed 5 wounded no mater¬ 
ial damage. My 242335 and 242230 additionally. 1 trans¬ 
port hit on or near miss under stern with 1000 pound 
bomb and 2 25 type seaplanes shot down. At 1400 3 scout 
bombers flight 300 ENTERPRISE and 6 scout bombers VKSE 
232 scouted 70 miles to north of floats marking contact. 
Large oil patches seen but no vessels. Destroyer al¬ 
ready leaving oily trail bombed off North Coast SAN 
CRISTOBAL Island. No hits but all bombs fell close. 
Patrols to each flank of position developed no contact. 

26 1336 COKSOPAC to CINCPAC info CTF 62. 63 . 

Enemy submarines in RINGBOLT - CACTUS area are a threat 
to ships unloading supplies. Urgently require PC boats 
based at RINGBOLT equipped with listening device for 
continuous A/S patrol and defense that area. The same 
need exists at BUTTON which is staging point for supplies 
to CACTUS. Request 12 boats of the 110 foot type or 
similar be sent at earliest moment. 6 to be stationed 
at BUTTON and 6 at RINGBOLT. This with knowledge your 
310121 July as need is most urgent. 

27 0211 MARSHALL to CG I IAWD EPT info CINCPAC 

5710 Status air reinforcements South Pacific follows 
REURADS 2468-23rd and 2504 of 25th: 1st, MacArthur 
instructed provide all possible support ComSoPac. 2nd . 
Ghormley has authority to shift aircraft assigned South 
Pacific at will. 3rd. Harmon authorized August 9 to 
temporarily divert bombardment airplanes and crews en- 
route SUMAC providing he can use more effectively in 
South Pacific. 4th. ^N.jmitz has war department approval 
for movement any aircraft and crews including fighter 
pilots your air force considered necessary to siiccess 
of SOLOMON operation. 5th, 19th bomb group under orders 
for COPPER about September 10th. Para. 

Further Army reinforcement heavy bomber aircraft Pacific 
theater in support of present action impossible. 15 B17s 
requested not available. Para. 

Cominch has been notified of above summary. 
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27 0226 GOKS0PAG to CINCPAC info COMINCH, CTF 61.62.63. CGSOPaC 

Special attention invited ComGen 1st Mardiv 250735. 

ComSoPac sends CinCPac action Cominch Comtaskfor 61, 62, 

63 info. ComGenSoPac by hand. In addition to aircraft 
reinforcement required this area as requested by ComSoPac 
ComAirSoPac and ComGenSoPac. Regular reolacement program 
must be initiated immediately as one of the essentials 
necessary in order that present positions may be maintained 
and preparations made for a further advance. Reference 
despatch is only definite information on front line at¬ 
trition rate so far available. By copy this despatch 
ComAirSoPac is requested informaddressees and originator 
next information available on attrition rate PBYs B-17s 
and other types not covered by reference. 


813 
















AUG GCT 


29 1240 


29 1304 


30 2032 


mm 




CCKINCH to CINCPAC, CCI.1S0PAC Info VARIOUS 

Army 43rd Infantry Division Reinforced with 1 Regiment 
antiaircraft 1 Battalion 155 millimeter 1 Regiment 
Engineers combat 1 Company Engineers maintenance 
1 company ordnance (ammunition) miscellaneous services 
including hospitalization total aboiit 21,000 sailing 
from 7est Coast for SoPac latter half September and 
early October. Troops and equipment will be dispatched 
as ships and escorts available. This is part 1 of 2 
parts. Troops not necessarily in same ship as own 
equipment therefore a place for equipping and organizing 
necessary at destination. 


SAME 


Part 2 of 291240. ComSoPac advise destination selected. 
Largest ships COOLIDGE and MOUNT VERNON. This movement 
will not interfere with departure Marines Cominch des¬ 
patch 021230 August or with ACORNS 1 and 2 early Sept. 
ACORNS 3 to 8 delayed until shipping available probably 
November also no other personnel transport available 
until then. Prompt return of shipping particularly 
transports important. 

COMTASKFOR 8 to CIKCPAC info COMSERRON 6 


Objections raised by your mining experts precludes 
defensive mining of own v/aters or advanced bases and 
does not accord with mining recently completed here at 
KODIAK or world war German and British practice. Ac¬ 
cording to mining officer here German and British are 
using same defensive mining technique in this war. '.Vhile 
submarines can dive under knowledge of presence of mine 
field has deterrent effect. Recognize will not stop MTB. 
During next foiir months there will always be transports 
and cargo 3hips discharging at FIREPLACE which is wide 
open to Northward for quick raid by surface forces. In 
addition several navigable straits must be kept under 
continuous destroyer observation unless mined. A field 
effective for 3 months would be of great value. Use of 
A3UKSAK Pass will route own shipping. Five miles from 
nearest line of ines with excellent navigation fix for 
approach. Dip due to current may lower efficiency but 
would have to be accpeted. Currents not greater than at 
KODIAK. 
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SEPT GGT 

01 0105 COMTASKFOR 3 to CIIiCPAC. CTF-7 (Td to Conlnch) 

In view of the highly successful action of the modern 
submarines in the Alashan Area coupled with the fact 
that this type of ship offers the only solution for 
continuous observation during prevalent low visibility 
of the KISKA - ATTU areas request early replacement of 
the FINBACK and GRUNION. In this connection attention 
is invited to CinCPac 180145 of June. 
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August 1 


Admiral Ghormley will announce August 7th, local date, 
as DOG Day unless Admiral Fletcher cannot meet that date. Also 
in his 020240 (pink) he suggests a method for VF coverage at 
TULAGI beginning D -f- 3 Day. 

The Army proposes to build an advance airdrome near 
ADAK but will only do so if there is a GV sent to protect them. 
CinCPac 020237 (pink) says that he is unable to comply at this 
time. 



Task Force 8 has been directed to make a cruiser sweep 
along Jap communications west of ATTU (CinCPac pink). 

CinCPac 020141 holds up the Lion shipment to Ghormley 
for the time being. 

The LAFFEY grounded at SUVA and damaged one propeller. 
This sort of thing emphasizes the need of spare propellers, tail 
shafts and other spare parts in the South Pacific. Also, it 
indicates the need of a floating drydock, possibly at BLEACHER. 

It is evident that the Germans need rubber and other 
supplies from Jap conquered territory. 

There is considerable strengthening of Jap air in the 
Southwest Pacific but no indications yet of the employment of 
carriers in that area. 


The Army B-17 which went to WAKE for photos was attacked 
by six fighters. Four were shot down, of which three were "zeros 
and one resembled a Heinkel 112. 

August 2. 


ti 



Admiral Ghormley has set August 7th, local date, for 
Dog Day of the TULAGI operation. 

No further word has been received from TF-8. It Is 
expected that a cruiser bombardment of KISKA will be undertaken 
about August 4th. On that date the BOISE should commence the 
raid on the Jap sampan patrol east of HONSHU. 

CinCPac (030427) will undertake the supply of fuel to 
the military forces at NEW ZEALAND, but expresses no opinion 
as to civil supply. 
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August 2 (Continued) 


There is evidence of fuel trouble in the South Pacific. 
The trouble seems in distribution rather than a lack of fuel. 

The photo reconnaissance pictures of WAKE taken July 31st 
reveal continued strengthening of that island by the Japs. At 
all occupied places the Japs seem to be working very hard to make 
their positions secure. 


There i3 still no indication that Jap CVs have left 
Empire waters. 




August 3 


During his morning informal conference Admiral Nimitz 
brought up the following points: 

(a) He desires that continued effort be made to commend the 
Army for good work done, and to be meticulous in recommending 
medals and giving them official credit when due. 

(b) B-17s are very good against zero fighters and should be 
brought in contact every time conditions favor. 

(c) The subject of use of our subs in the Japan Sea was dis¬ 
cussed; objections raised; no decision reached or necessary at 
this time. 

(d) The employment of air strength in the Hawaiian area was 
mentioned. 

(e) It wa3 decided that two planes, instead of one, should 
be used for long distance photo reconnaissance. 

Task Force 1 is enroute to the Hawaiian Area for exercises 
with Task Force 17. Task Forces 11, 16, 18 are participating in 
the TULAGI operation under ComSoPac. Task Force 8 is preparing 
for further operations in the ALEUTIANS; cruisers to again attempt 
a bombardment of KISKA about August 7, and oonduct a raider sweep 
to the westward. The KANE at ATTU was bombed by three 4-engine 
seaplanes with no damage. 

The TUCKER, entering 2d channel at ESPIRITU SANTO, hit 
one of the mines that had just been laid (presumably) by Mindiv 2 
and is a complete loss. Such salvage as is possible will be under 
taken by the NAVAJO. 

The BISIIOPDALE (XAO) hit a mine when leaving NOUMEA via 
Bulari Channel but apparently suffered little damage. 

There is still no indicati-n that the Jap CVs or BBs are 
underway from home v/aters. Signs, however, point to coming 
operations either in the Southwest Pacific or Indian Sea. 

NAURU and OCEAN Islands are looked over daily now by Jap 
planes. This nay be the forerunner of occupation there. ^ 
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4 AUGUST 


The combined chiefs of staff have decided to seize, 
occupy, and build an Army airfield on TANAGA Island in the 
ALEUTIANS (Gominch 050003 pink). The Commanding General, Western 
Defense Command and Comalsec seem to agree that TANAGA is better 
than ADAK and General DeWitt is anxious to go ahead with the pro- 
ject (CTF 8 050105 pink). CTF 8 050520 (pink) strenuously objects 
to the entire proposal. Two CVs are reauested to cover the opera¬ 
tion but are not now available. Comalaska Sector 051237 (pink) 
gives his opinion of the difficulties which will confront this ex¬ 
pedition. 


CTF 8 042355 gives his modified KI3KA bombardment plan. 



P-3Ss near ATKA shot down two Jap 4 engine seaplanes, 
leaving only two of these known to be at KISKA. 

TF 11, 16 and 18 are engaged in the TULAGI operation. 

TF 1 is enroute the HAWAIIAN area for training with TF 17. 

Cincpac 050601 recommends on LIONS, OAKS, and construc¬ 
tion battalions for the South Pacific. 


Satisfactory arrangements have been made for censorship 
of British radio stations at CANTON, CHRISTMAS, and FANNING. 

There is still no word from the ESSO LITTLE ROCK. That 
tanker is now overdue at NOUMEA three days. 



The Japs continue to strengthen their defenses in the 
SW Pacific and are showing interest in the Bay of Bengal. So far, 
however, there has been no known move of major units from Empire 
Waters. 

5 August 


There is no change in the major task forces in the past 
24 hours. Operations mentioned yesterday continue. 

The BOISE operation is still unre sorted either by the 
Japs or by that ship. 


In his 050750 (pink) Comsopac concurs in the recommenda¬ 
tions of General Harmon for increased defenses of South Pacific 
_/ bases. 

Evidently the ESSO LITTLE ROCK arrived/safely in SUVA, 
having been diverted there by SoPac authorities. 

W 
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5 AUGUST (Continued) 


An AV or CV was sighted just NE of NEW IRELAND. It is 
probably a Jap plane transport bringing air reinforcement to the 
RABAUL area. 


units. 


No change was noted in the deployment of major enemy 




6 August 


The offensive against TULAGI and adjacent islands started 
this morning as planned. Fragmentary reports from both own and 
enemy sources indicate that the landing v/as preceded by bombard¬ 
ment and that it was a complete surprise to the Japs. ComSoPac 
did not report during the day. 


No word has been received yet from the BOISE. 


Task Force 8’s action at KISKA is expected tomorrow - 
weather permitting. 

The GREENEING on patrol off TRUK reports sinking 24,000 
ton3, including the BRAZIL MARU. 

The CUMMINGS definitely claims to have sunk a Jap sub 
at Meli Bay, EFATE. 

ComAmphibForSoPac 062235 recommends on disposition of 
Cubs and Construction Battalions, and troops in the South Pacific. 

The High Commissioner for the Western Pacific now does 
not want to evacuate OCEAN and NAURU Islands. CinCPac will ask 
General MacArthur to release two ex-DD banana boats to supply 
these islands. The Japs surely intended some action there soon, 
but Admiral Ghormley’s offensive may again cause them to post¬ 
pone the project. 


The Japs were not sufficiently perturbed today to order 
any major units for the defense of the SOLOMONS Area. Submarine 
and air already there were ordered to attack. There were no 
changes noted in the deployment of major Jap units. 


s 
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August 7 


The TULAGI operation summary is found in ComTaskGroup 
61.2 071030 (oink) and 000330 (pink). Evidently the operation 
is proceeding satisfactorily. As the landings may permit fur¬ 
ther extensions in the SOLOMONS to the Northwest which would 
increase security in the TULAGI area, CinCPac sent 081955 to 
Cominch. Admiral Fletcher’s carriers are being withdrawn for 
fuel. Also they are vulnerable to shore based air in the com¬ 
bat area where they have been providing CV coverage. 

Toward evening TaskForce 8 main body bombarded KISKA 
and withdrew. No results are yet known to CinCPac. Only minor 
damage was sustained by our force. 

There has been no word from the BOISE, but no fear for 
her safety has been felt. 

Our search plane from MIDWAY drove off a Jap Mitsubishi 
four-engine type 97 plane 520 miles Southwest of MIDWAY. 

oper&^s 071553 to CG HawDept, General Marshall complains 
about c-on-tae-t reports. The Army here did not make proper report 
via CinCPac. 

MARAMASIKI" has been mined by our forces - probably to 
protect a seaplane tender. 

The Japs are thought to be operating a seaplane tender 
at REKATA BAY, St. Isabel Island. This, if true, is too near 
TULAGI for comfort and we will attack them "in such a manner as 
to ensure destruction" of the AV. 

Our PTs for ALASKA will arrive SAN FRANCISCO August 10. 
Even though the bombardment of KISKA is over. Admiral Nimitz 
decided to replace two DMS that were damaged in a collision in 
the ALEUTIANS last week. 

There has been a large increase in Jap radio activity 
due mainly to our South Pacific offensive and our diversion at 
KISKA. The Japs are even apprehensive of our photo reconnais¬ 
sance of WAKE. So far, however, they are not thought to have 
started major forces toward the active areas - relying on shore 
based air and submarines to repel attacks. 
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AUGUST 8 


The fragmentary account of the days operations at TULAGI 
is in Comsubpac 090830 pink, 091212 pink, 091230 pink, 091000 
pink, 090950 pink, 090750 pink; CTF 62 090725 pink, 090508 pink; 
Fletcher 090315 pink. 'While there is not enough information 
available to Cincpac to reconstruct accurately the last three 
days events, it is evident that serious losses were incurred. 
Admiral Ghormley has adequate surface forces remaining but in¬ 
sufficient air. 

There is no further news from the ALEUTIANS. 

The BOISE completed her job of raiding the sampan patrol 
line east of HONSHU and is returning to PEARL. 

The PERKINS damaged a propeller in the South Pacific 
and will be docked in NEW ZEALAND. The MORRIS and MUSTIN of 
TF 17 collided about midnight enroute exercises with TF 1 in 
the Hawaiian area. Although the damage to these DDs was appar¬ 
ently slight, it further denletes our DD strength at a time when 
they cannot be spared without embarrassment. 

A recent renort indicates that, of the GILBERT Islands, 
the laps only now occuny MAFCIN and LITTLE MAKIN. The ARGONAUT, 
NAUTILUS, and marine raiders will only’rai^'those two places. 

Aside from heavy air movement to the RABAUL area there 
is no indication of moves of major Jap units. 


August 9 . 

In reply to Vice Admiral Ghormley's request for air 
replacements and further air strength CinCPac 091957 (pink) 
was sent. The strictly limited air available to CinCPac will 
not be able to satisfy ComSoPac needs. 

ComSoPac 101006 (pink) indicates that reinforcements 
of the enemy are expected at GUADALCANAL. Such a successful 
move on the part of the enemy would seriously jeopardize our 
chances of accomplishing Task one. In the meantime, the 2nd 
Marines have not landed at NDENI, nor is any present intention 
of so doing indicated. Radio contact v/ith landing forces has 
been established but the situation is far from clear. E3PIRITU 
SANTO has been selected as the present strong point (CinCPac 
102059 (pink). 

In his 100340 (pink) ComSoPac outlines the planned 
reinforcement of Admiral Ghormley' 3 forces by New Zealand troops 












Au-'ust ? (Continued) 







Admiral Smith describes the bombardment of KI3KA in his 
090553. Pop; hindered the approach and low ceiling prevented 
spotting the indirect fire and observation of damage. 

Gominch states that for what appear to be several good 
reasons the Army will establish an airfield at TANAGA, Aleutians. 
Admiral Nimitz agrees with the plan. 

Task Forces 1 and 17 are engaged in exercises off the 
Southern end of the Island of HAWAII. 
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Both the WASHINGTON and SOUTH DAKOTA are enroute to the 
Pacific. CinCPac has not assigned either yet. 


It is very evident that the Japs are going to make a 
determined effort to defend their Southwest Pacific positions. 
While the CVs have not been started South yet there is some 
indication that at least some of them may start soon. In the 
meantime air strength in the MARSHALLS and CAROLINES has been 
sent to the RABAUL Area, and Jap subs are concentrating to hit 
our forces in the SOLOMONS. 



August 10. 


The good news of the day is contained in Comsopac 
102230 pink which indicates landing at TULAGI area is successful. 
General Vandegrifts position at GUADALCANAL is generally satisfact¬ 
ory as shown by CTF 62 110650. Fletcher will complete fueling 
tomorrow afternoon and will then operate as shown by Comsopac 
110206. As a landing of Jap reinforcements on the west end of 
GUADALCANAL is expected by Admiral Ghormley, and as further Jap 
surface air and troop reinforcements can be expected in the area 
soon, it is evident that the supply of the occupation forces is 
of utmost urgency. Admiral Ghormley has renuested transport 
planes in his 110226 pink. The surface forces must now risk 
enemy air attacks in the delivery of supplies to the Marines. 


Our S-boats have managed to sink one maru at RABAUL. 

It is known that they are not very efficient but will continue 
that vicinity for the present. The long range bombers of the 
SW Pacific Forces have not yet been able to deny to the enemy 
almost complete freedom in the use of his airfields at RABAUL 
and BUKA. 


The BOISE arrived at PEARL. No enemy patrol sampans were 
sighted. She lost two search planes, and as radio was freely 
used in the attempted recovery, the BOISE withdrew. The planes 
landed on the water at sunset and may have been picked up by 
the Japs. ,v 
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August 10. (Continue d) 

There is nothing new from the ALEUTIANS. 

The strong probability exists that the JAPS are form¬ 
ing a typical B3, CV striking force for employment in the 
BISMARK- SOLOMONS area under the CinC 2nd Fleet. A rough guess 
is that such a force could arrive in that area bout August 24th. 


August 11. 

The action of the surface screening forces northwest 
of GUADALCANAL on the Oth are summarized in CTF-62 090715 pink. 
Consopac^112220 pink gives summary further losses. CinCPac 
112209^1^1 ves estimate of enemy intentions and suggests what 
now must be done. 

Our carriers are still in a retired position presumably 
av/aiting necessity for covering reinforcements to the TULAGI area. 

The captain of the ASTORIA, which blew up shortly after 
action, describes the great fire hazard because of planes on 
this type cruiser (Greenman 120220 pink). 

Cominch 112030 pink feels that TF-17 should not relieve 
TF-18 on station as it thus unduely exposes the Hawaiian 
Islands. In his 121750^ie suggests sending some old BBs from 
TF-1 to the South Pacific. CinCPac will probably not desire 
to do that. 

Transport divisions 2 and 12 have arrived at ESPIRITO 
SANTO to reinforce the garrison there. 

Comsopac 120216 pink gives his plan to send aviation 
supplies to GUADALCANAL. In hi 3 121056frTo MacArthur he re¬ 
quests action against the large number of Jan ships reported 
at RABAUL. 

A PBY5A landed at the Jap made field at GUADALCANAL. 

In three days B-17s may be able to use it. 

As the picture in the South Pacific is not yet com¬ 
pletely understood here. Admiral Ghormley has been requested 
to furnish a brief narrative as soon as possible. 

The SOUTH DAKOTA is due at the Canal Zone August 19th 
enroute CinCPac. Ju-follow/ 

There is nothing new from the North Pacific. 

The enemy continues to strengthen his air in the South 
Pacific. 40 ships including 8 cruisers are reported sighted 
at RAEAUL. A strong striking force may leave Japan for the SW 
Pacific in the near future. 
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August 12. 


The consolidation of captured positions in the Southwest 
Pacific continues. 4 APDs will be sent to CACTUS with AvGas, lub 
oil, ammunition and air ground personnel, to arrive the 15th, 
local date. Presumably the troops that landed are in urgent need 
of food. 


ComTaskfor 62 131258 and 101220 (pink) give a summary of 
his moves since the 9th. 

The Southwest Pacific Air are stepping up air operations 
at RABAUL and claim hitting four ships in that harbor. 

The Second Karines, less three battalions, landed at 
ESPIRITU SANTO to reinforce that place. ( Sop hay 

Coninch 121620 states his needs for information on c\ir- 
rent operations. Communication difficulties in the South Pacific 
makes up-to-the-minute news hard to get. 

It has been decided to bring Task Force 1 to PEARL, ar¬ 
riving the 14th. CinCPac 122337 (pink) gives his views on the 
employment of BBs at this time. 

There is no significant information from the North 

Pacific. 


Indications continue that a Jap striking force composed 
of BBs and CVs will soon depart for operations in the NEW BRITAIN 
SOLOMONS - NEW GUINEA Area. 

August I5th 


ComSoPac eleven part 13140b (pink) is a narrative of the 
first part of the TULAGI operation. The excellen^o:? ^ae^Jap 
3hips in night attack is of special interest. Current operations 
in the TULAGI area continue to be consolidation of captured 
positions. 


CTF 8, 140131 recommends against further bombardment 
of KISKA. ComAlaskia Sector (132214) gives plan for covering 
the Army move to TANAGA ISLAND. No date for the commencement 
of this operation has been given yet. 

The GRENADIER reports having hit a tanker off TRUK with 
two torpedoes. For some time we have had five fleet subs off 
TRUK and six in the KISKA area. As a result only five of our 
submarines are on patrol off JAPAN today. To hit the shipping at 
KAVIENG, two of our submarines have been moved to that place from 
TRUK. 
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Auerust 13 th (ContM) 


ONE will enter PEARL tomorrow morning and TP 17 
the following dary. For the present TF ONE will be kept at PEARL 
to be in a position to oppose an enemy landing in the HAWAIIAN 
AREA. 


The marine pilots being sent to the South Pacific are 
reported insufficiently trained, and six weeks training time in 
the area is requested. Opinion here is that no squadron is ever 
sufficiently trained and that those enroute are as well trained 
as can be expected under the circumstances. In any event they 
are well enough trained to go to work down south. 

The Japs found one of the BOISE planes and seem quite 
apprehensive lest a BLUE striking force be"enroute JAPAN. They 
have hurridly loaded three CVs to bolster up their defensive 
line. At present at least two CVs seem about ready for operations 
and a move to the South West Pacific is quite possible. 


August 14 . 


Task Forces One and Seventeen arrived at PEARL from 
Joint Exercises in the Hawaiian Area. Task Force 1 will probably 
remain at Pearl about a month. Task Force 17 is scheduled to 
leave Pearl the 17th to relieve Task Force 18 on station in the 
South Pacific. 

i »n « e 1 * t 

During the day ComSoPac eleven part 131400 (pink ), n came 
in giving the report of the TULAGI operation (as noted yesterday). 
ComSoPac 150746 (pink) and ComAirSoPac 130623, 140803 (pink) gives 
plans to provide food and reinforcements to the Narines in the 
TULAGI - GUADALCANAL area. 

The JARVIS has not been located and an air search of 
her probable position was ordered. The ship is badly damaged and 
trying to reach NOUMEA. 

ComSoPac requests fleet subs in the GUADALCANAL area, 
but CinCPac replied that none are now available. 

Because of the many news items now originating in 
Australia and New Zealand and which give the Japs information 
they would not otherwise obtain, Ci n CPac has requested that 
Cominch and ComSoPac dry up the news sources. 

Air reconnaissance of the New Georgia Islands including 
GIZO does not disclose enemy activities. 
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August 14 (Continued) 

ComSoPac 140646 gives needs to unload Cub material. 

So far in this war little thought has been evidenced in providing 
for unloading ships at their destinations where harbor facilities 
are nonexistent. 

ComTaskFor 8 150340, 150357 and 150720 gives the report 
of his survey of TANAGA. He does not approve the Army plan for 
an airfield there because of the seamanship difficulties in un¬ 
loading and transporting material to the airfield site. 

In his 140040 ComTaskFor 8 gives the results of his 
recent bombardment of KISKA. No doubt some damage to the enemy 
was caused but bad weather makes a photo check impossible. 

There continues to be considerable evidence that a Jap 
striking force is about to move from the Empire to the South 
Pacific. Possibly the CinC 3d Fleet will be in command. However, 
it seems reasonably sure that the movement has not yet started. 

A 3 the Japs put in a new cipher last night, our hopes 
of reading their important traffic in the near future is remote. 
They are giving careful study to communication security. This 
may be due to so many U.S. Press stories about our reading their 
mail. 


The SOUTH DAKOTA and 3 DD will transit the PANAMA 
CANAL about August 19th enroute duty in South Pacific. The 
WASHINGTON and 3 DD will follow about 10 days later. 

August 15 . 


The South Pacific Forces continue to consolidate 
their positions in the TULAGI area. Losses of those landing 
are probably smaller than estimated. For example, an Intercept 
from Cactus gives following losses - Killed: officer^ marine 7, 
navy 1; enlisted, marine 89, navy 2; missing officer^ marine 4, 
navy 1; enlisted, marine 64. 

C.G. Cactus 160545 gives general situation in the 
TULAGI area. 


Jap submarines are active in the SOLOMONS and at 
least one floating contact mine was sighted in the NEW HEBRIDIES 
area. 


TF-1 and 17 are in PEARL for recreation, fuel, sup¬ 
plies, and minor repair. 

There is no news of importance from the ALEUTIANS. 
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August 15 (Continued) 

The SOUTH DAKOTA returned to Philadelphia for 
turbine repairs. 

Cominch I «> • pink suggests that now is the tine 
to recapture the N.E. Coast of NEW GUINEA and desires conment 
fron Vice Adniral Ghornley and General MacArthur. 

The transports of the Amphibious Force are to be 
moved to the east coast after August 18th. 

There is still no word from the JARVIS. Air search 
was negative. 

A possibility exists that the CinC 2nd Fleet with a 
striking force is enroute to the S.W. Pacific. 
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SECRET 


16 AUGUST 

The consolidation of nositions captured in the TULAGI 
area continues. Comsopac 16114-6 pink and 161156 oink reviews 
the present situation. Consopac 170230 pink states that no 
further advance is possible until he is able to secure firmly 
his present position and requires reinforcements. 

The LONG ISLAND will fly off planes for GUADALCANAL 
August 20th. 

Apparently the Marine raiders landed at MAKIN as planned 
Lap radio reported their arrival. 




Cincpac 170141' 1 point s out that he does not desire to 
send the Amphibious Force transports to the East Coast. 

CTF 8 170015 pink requests fighter planes to give air 
coverage for the establishment of an Army airfield at TANAGA in 
the ALEUTIANS. 

The Japs continue to show signs of making a large effort 
to recapture GUADALCANAL and to hold their NEW GUINEA - BISMARK 
SOLOMONS positions. If a force without carriers is to attack 
GUADALCANAL it could reach that place around August 20. But 
if CVs are to be used they cannot attack before the 25th - if 
todays estimate that all Orange CVs are still in home waters. 

It seems indicated that the Japs are interested in GIZO Island, 
NEW GEORGIA Group. 

17 August . 

CinCPac 172047 (Pink) gives information of enemy in the 
TULAGI area. The despatch is referred to in ComSoPac I 8 O 646 
(pink) requesting more action from General MCArthur; and 180916 
which briefs his Opord #2-42. The APD’s which had been sent to 
GUADALCANAL with gas, stores, and air personnel arrived and 
departed safely. Plans are now underway to supply needed food 
to the landing troops. Apparently the process of digging in 
continues in a satisfactory manner and all serious opposition 
by enemy troops stationed there has ended. CTF 62, 170925 
summarizes the situation at GUADALCANAL. 

1/ (pwV) 

CinCPac 130215 gives directives for the relief of TF 18 
by TF 17. The later left PEARL for the South Pacific Today. 



Cominch 181420 V plans to change the site of the proposed 
Army landing field from TANAGA to ADAK because adverse landing 
facilities at TANAGA. TF 8 seems to be marking time. 










17 August (Cont’d) 


It is not at all certain that the lap CV’s are still in 
home ’waters. They may be using a bit of Radio deception. It 
is certain, however, that the lap will soon make a determined 
effort to recapture GUADALCANAL. There are no indications of 
enemy moves toward the North or Central Pacific Areas. 




18 August 


Admiral Ghormley's 190710 generally summarizes the 
TULAGI operation. There is no major change in the situation 
there yet but all indications point to an"all out Jap effort 
to retake the captured positions. 

Because of the difficulties of landing equipment for 
an airfield at TANAGA the Chiefs of Staff now contemplate chang¬ 
ing the site to ADAK - but only if the Army considers ADAK 
feasible. If they do not consider it feasible the project may 
be cancelled. See ComWesSeaFron 182340. 

The GRUNNION which was last heard on patrol in the 
northern approach to KISKA on July 30th nay be lost. 

MAIANA in the Gilberts was reconnoitered by a Jap 
plane yesterday. Apparently the enemy is sending a relief 
force to MAKIN. 

There are still no definite indications that the Jap 
CVs have left hone waters. But strong indications of 30-40 
DDs destined to the BISHARK area are noted. 

19 August 

Further light is shed on the night action off SAVO 
Island in Comsopacs 200220 pink and 200230 pink. Our losses were 
heavy and there is still no explanation of why. The enemy seems 
to have suffered little or no damage. 

The food situation there has not yet been cleared up. 

In fact since the initial landing not much of anything has been 
done by our Task Forces. And the air under General MacArthur has 
been of little help except for reconnaissance. 

The LONG ITLAND flew in the Marine fighters and bombers 
as planned. 

The target which a B-17 reported hitting on the stern with 
one bomb yesterday now is reported as being a destroyer. DDs have 
been intermittently shelling our shore positions and small boat 
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19 August (Continued) 

patrols for the past two days. Enemy cruiser type seaplanes 
based on SAVO Island also have been attacking our small -boat 
patrols. 


Comsopac 192320 pink is preparing for an attack in the 
GUADALCANAL - TULAGI area between 20 and 23 August. 

The Marine Raiders evidently found stiffer opposition 
at MAKIN than expected. Nevertheless the ARGONAUT 200830 in¬ 
dicates that they did a fine job. 

Sdp D i o 

The A transports of the Amphibious Force have been ordered 
to the east 'coast departing at once. 

TF 1 continues at PEARL. During the next 30 days 
groups of that force will exercise at sea off OAHU. 

No news was received from TF 8. 


Cincpac 200041 pink gives an estimate of enemy moves 
toward the SW Pacific. There is still no indication that Jap 
CVs have left home waters. 



20 August . 


Consopac 211156 pink gives the general situation of 
the TULAGI operation. It is noted that the enemy ships which 
landed troops east of the Tenaru river, GUADALCANAL, got 
away before daylight and were not attacked by our forces. 

The air strength at GUADALCANAL will be reinforced 
by 5 army fighters tomorrow. E3PIRIT0 SANTO is receiving 
vital supplies from NOUMEA via B-17s. 


Only the APDs and the ALHENA (AK) are now scheduled 
to bring logistic supplies to the TULAGI area. The F0RMALHANT 
was temporarily turned back as the C.G. there said that because 
of the landing mentioned above he cotild only handle one large 
3hip at a time. 

Comsopac 201407 gives the battle damage to the ves¬ 
sels of TF-44 and means to be taken for repair. 

Comairsopac 200310/i'deal with the 
logistic problem at TULAGI. Apparently the food problem will 
be met before anyone goes hungry. 


CTF-62 19032s1tand 


Subron 9 will go to IRELAND. This takes two new 
submarines from Subron 10, thus further reducing the already 
snail number of modern submarines available to CinCPac. 
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20 August (Continued) 

15 B-24s are to be sent to HAWAII starting next 
month. Even this small number will help the rather critical 
air shortage in the HAWAIIAN Area. 

There is nothing new of note in the North and 
Central Areas. 

Indications of enemy moves to reinforce the RABAUL 
area and to prepare for an attack on our recently captured 
positions continue. However, although three CVs have not 
been definitely located 3ince the ICth, there is no good 
reason to believe that they have sailed from home waters. 

The MACKINAC was almost hit by one of our SBD at y 
NDENI. No serious damaged was reported. ^ 


21 August 

ConSoPac 221056 (pink) reports on days operation. The 
annihilation of the 700 attacking troops is good news indeed. 

dmiral Ghormley feels the need of motor torpedo boats and 
has asked the SW Pacific area for any that can be spared. 

This need may have been shown by the damage done to the BLUE. 

Fletchers 211120 states that he must withdraw to fuel 
on the 24th. There is plenty of fuel in the vicinity of his 
force. 


ComSoPac 220910 gives his estimate of enemy forces 
now approaching the NEW BRITAIN AREA. 

The NARWHAL arrived at MIDWAY from patrol off north 
HONSHU AND reports having sank 4 AK and 3 sampans totalling 
18000 tons. 

Cominch 211830 directs CTF 8 to commence the move to 
construct an army airfield at ADAK insteadof TANACA as originally 
planned. 


Con'.Ve3ternScaFrontier 202248 ^ives General DeWitts 
comments on placing of an airfield on ADAK as compared to 
TANAGA. 


It now scorns most probable that two striking forces 
arc at TRUK enroute to the SOLOMONS AREA and that the suspected 
all out attempt to recapture positions in the TULAGI AREA starting 
as early as August 25tli, Honolulu date. 
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August 22 . 




The consolidation of positions in the TULAGI area 
continues with Fletcher's striking forces standing by to pre¬ 
vent Jap reinforcenents. A comparatively large number of enemy 
cruisers, destroyers, transports, and freighters have been 
sighted recently in the RABAUL area. This constitutes a threat 
to our Marines, but also offers a fine target for Fletcher if 
they ever come within his reach. A force of 1 CL 2 DD and 4 AKs 
was thought heading toward GUADALCANAL. Attack planes took off, 
but as the force turned away, no contact was made. The BLUE was 
ordered scuttled as she could not be towed. 


The S-44 of the Southwest Pacific force sank a Jap 
cruiser off NEW IRELAND on the §2*2. Heretofore these S-boats 
have not been very successful in the RABAUL area. 

A B-17 landed at GUADALCANAL. 

Admiral Fletcher will fuel his forces on the 25th. 

In the North Pacific the day for commencing the opera¬ 
tion to build an airfield at ADAK ha3 been set as August 30th. 


It i3 now Indicated that enemy striking forces pre¬ 
viously mentioned as heading toward the Southwest Pacific are 
in the TRUK area. This being the case, they cannot arrive in 
the TULAGI area before the 27th or 20th, local date. 




August 23rd . 


The arrival of enemy carriers in the SOLOMON AREA 
occured yesterday. The CVs were a bit ahead of radio intelligence 
schedule as that source of information placed them in TRUK AREA. 
CinCPac 242305 with references mentioned attached give as 
clear a picture of the action as was available at the end of the day. 

Rear Admiral Theobald reports that the Army has 
insufficient equipment to install an airfield at ADAK and aTKA 
simultaneously - as suggested by Cominch. The North Pacific 
continues quiet. 


Except from the about sightings noted there is little 
known of major Japanese deployment. Everything continues to point 
to an all out attempt to recaoture our positions in the TULAGI- 
GUADALCANAL AREA. ,SIS 
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August 24 . 




Admiral Ghormley's 251326 (pink) gives a summary of the 
day’s operations. The forces to the North and East of MALAITA 
Island have retired to the Northward. There is a force still 
heading South in the TROBRIAND Island area. Cominch now believes 
that the enemy will strike at either the FIJI'S or SAI.iOA. CinCPac 
has nothing to indicate such a move. The Japs have landed a small 
force on GIZO Island in the NEW GEORGIA group, and are operating . 
seaplanes from REKATA on SANTA ISABEL Island*. The ENTERPRISE TgCS('f9& 
three bomb hits and some near misses but the vessel is under con¬ 
trol and reports being able to operate as many as 50 planes in an 
emergency. A report of survivors from ships present at the TULAGI 
area landing shov/s a relatively large number of killed, wounded 
and missing. Generally, about 60$ were saved from the cruisers 
which v/ere sunk. 

It is now reported that both NAURU and OCEAN Islands 
were shelled by cruisers on the 22nd. 


area. 


Task Force 1 is preparing for exercises in the Hawaiian 



While the logistic supply to the active areas involves 
a great amount of administrative traffic, there is no worry over 
food and fuel here. On the other hand, the supply of airplanes 
to HAWAII and to the South Pacific i3 inadeoAiate for urgent needs 
and no proper movement of replacements and reinforcements is in 
sight. 



Three Jap CVs and most of their BBs are still indicated 
in home waters. The movement of the CVs is of importance to 
CinCPac now, but the chances of learning very much definite about 
this seem only fair. 

Vr 
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A~u.Gru.3t 25 , 

Ho further contact was made with the enemy forces except 
that a search plane which was shot down reported a CV well to the 
North of yesterday’s position. That CV may have been the RYUJO. 

GUADALCANAL had an air raid. Our planes shot down 7 VB 
and 5 "Zeros'* with a loss of only 1 VF. Only minor damage and 
casualties were reported. 

CinCPac 260239, ComSoPac 260342, ComTaskFor 16 260639 
and ComSoPac 260750 (all pink) refer to the withdrawal of the 
ENTERPRISE due to her bomb damage. It Is expected that she will 
be repaired at PEARL. 

CinCPac 252241 (pink) urges Cominch to provide the re¬ 
inforcements requested by Admiral Ghormley so that the offensive 
can continue to Ikt successful conclusion of Task ONE. 

In answer to Cominch message in which he expressed his 
"growing conviction" that the enemy are now massing to attack 
SAMOA or FIJI, CinCPac (252205) pink) replied that he does not 
agree with that idea. 

The enemy made a landing at MILNE BAY, New Guinea. B-17s 
attacked the convoy but did not prevent the landing or the with¬ 
drawal of the convoy after the landing. General MacArthur has a 
division of Australian troops in that area but there is no report 
showing that they opposed the landing. 

ComTaskFor 8 proposes to mine at KULUK BAY, ADAK, as a 
defensive measure and requests four light mine layers. These will 
be sent from PEARL. 

There is still no definite word of the departure of Jap 
Cardiv 2 from home waters. As they are known to be about ready 
to go, the possibility of an undetected departure exists. 

Admiral Ninitz Informed General Emmons and Admiral Bagley 
of the general situation in conference today. Present also were 
Vice Admirals Pye and Calhoun. Th"s supplemented the usual 
Thursday luncheon conferences which General Emmons always attends. 


834 













August 26. 





A delayed message from Fletcher (250646 pink) gives 
his plans for the next couple of days, and his actions and 
recommendations. 

Comsopac 261812 pink directs TF-1C, as modified, to 
proceed to Bleacher. There a detailed examination of damage 
to the ENTERPRISE will be made and urgent repairs accomplished 
with the assistance of the VESTAL and divers from the SEMINOLE. 
Some ENTERPRISE planes will land at NANDI the 28th local, and 
the modified TF-16 (ENTERPRISE, PORTLAND, 3 DD) will arrive 
Bleacher about the 30th local 

(- 

Comsopac 271416^gives a summary of the day. The 
carriers seem outside our search and may be fueling. The force 
sighted at about the northern limit of our search planes does 
not seem to have any immediate objective. 

Comsopac 270350 pink used Cominch's idea of a Jap 
move tar; ard Fiji or Samoa to plea for more planes at those 
places. His request for a patrol wing headquarters at both 
Fantan and White Poppy will be met by Cincpac. 

In his 271026 pink Comsopac gives his concept of 
present operations. The last sentence does not indicate much 
hope of reinforcements. 

The F0RMALHAUT 260307 is an example of the difficulties 
of unloading at places where facilities do not exist. Present 
AKs are built to unload at docks. The shortage of even elemen¬ 
tary lighterage facilities results in being unable to unload any 
more than very limited cargo. There must be decided improvement 
in this situation. When more small vessels are available there 
will be an improvement. At present the logistic supply of cap¬ 
tured positions is critical. 

CTF-61 261930 gives a report of his current operations. 

Comsajcpac 261336 requests PCs to patrol unloading 
v/aters in the TULAGI area against submarines which are known 
to be present and which are a definite threat. Three small 
patrol boats are enroute from Poppy but they have no listening 
gear. One NZPC now at Suva has been requested. 5 New Zealand 
PCs which recently passed thru Pearl enroute south seem well 
equipped for this duty but are coal burners. 

Comsopac 270226 again urges that his ai 
reinforced. 


r forces be 
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A\;gust 26 (Continued) 

CTF-8 262120 gives his general plan to nine the 
approaches to ADAK. This defensive mining is open to question. 
At any rate it cannot be done now as only four light minelayers 
carrying approximately 360 mines are immediately available. 
While Admiral Theobald is engaged in covering the operation to 
build an airfield at ADAK there is a possibility that he may 
also be able to take some offensive action. Admiral Nimitz 
desires to urge him to some sort of offensive operations even 
if it is only sending the IvITBs, v/hich just arrived at the 
Aleutians, to attack vessels that may be at KI5KA. He will be 
asked what plans he has for the next few weeks. 

There are continued indications that the Japs intend 
to make a very strong effort in the Southwest Pacific. It is 
possible that BBs and CVs have recently left home waters for 
that area. If these indications are correct, the danger to 
our Midway-Oahu line is non-existant for the present, Also, 
there is little danger of much addition to their combatant 
strength in the Aleutians. 

Pres3 reports of the Russian situation are very gloomy. 
It looks like STALINGRAD must fall shortly. The press also 
talks a lot about a second front in Europe. N n thing definite 
is known here about projected operations in Europe. However, 
our difficulty in obtaining men and munitions for the Pacific 
can be traced to very large movements to Europe. 


August 27 


The South Pacific was fairly quiet. Our Task Forces, 
less modified Task Force 16, are operating Southeast of GUADALCANAL 
covering the logistic move to that area. No contact with enemy 
carriers was made. A ^roup of four enony DDs were attacked by the 
Guadalcanal air north of KALAITA and one DD was probably sunk and 
two others damaged. 

Aside from minor air reconnaissance by both our own 
planes and those of the enemy, the ALEUTIANS area was quiet. 

In response to Admiral Ghormley's request fcr PCs, 
three will leave from PEARL for the South tomorrow. This cuts 
dov/n the already small number in this area. 

Indications that the enemy is going ahead v/ith his 
preparations for an all out attempt to oust us from the TULAGI 
area continue. No new moves of major units from the Empire are 
known with any degree of certainty. v t 
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August 28, 


Ghormley's 281026 summarizes the TULAGI operation. 

As his carrier groups are now busily engaged in covering, 
that operation he cannot comply with MacArthur's request for 
fa »e reinforcements in the Eastern NETC GUINEA Area. (ComSoPac 
290310 and Cominch 281240). CinCPac generally concurs in the 
position taken by ComSoPac. 

The ENTERPRISE has furnished the Service Force a list of 
material needs so that her repair can be expedited. ComTaskFor 
16 281805 indicates that there was no real need for the ENTERPRISE 
to go to BLEACHER. 

Air replacements for the South Pacific are now able to 
keep planes at present levels, but the future is not clear. Mar¬ 
shall’s 270211 says that after the 19th Bombardment Group con¬ 
sisting of 35 B-J<fs arrives at Hawaii about September 10th that 
no more can be sent. ComAirSoPac 290607 gives an estimate of his 
air replacement needs. 

As there are several small enemy detachments with radios 
in the TULAGI area ComTaskFor 62 will attempt to clean them out 
between September 1st and 3rd. Three APDs v/ill provide transpor¬ 
tation. 


TaskForce 61 is short of both food and fuel and one CV 
group at a time will retire to NOUMEA to replenish. The supply 
of the troops ashore is being accomplished in spite of great dif¬ 
ficulty. 


CinCPac 290125 comments on the mining plans of ComTaskFor 
8. Because of several objections the mining of ADAK as planned 
is not considered a good thing to do. 

There is still no definite word that additional carriers 
have left Jap home waters. The possibility that they departed 
undetected continues. The enemy striking forces in the SOLOMONS 
area have not been seen in the past two days and are possibly 
just outside our air search getting ready to battle again. 

There are indications that OCEAN ISLAND has been occupied 
by the Japs. 

A report indicates that the Japs are operating landplanes 
in the ALEUTIANS. If this report is correct they must have con¬ 
structed some sort of a landing field in the KISKA - ATTU Area. 

V- 
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CTF 16 282355 pink gives details of the ENTERPRISE 
engagement on the 24th. The ENTERPRISE VP-6 did a very fine 
job in knocking down 29 attacking enemy planes with small loss. 

As indicated yesterday ComSoPac will retire one car¬ 
rier task force at a time to NOUMEA for food and fuel. (His 
291442 pink). He summarizes yesterdays operations in his 
291113 pink. Most of this information was received separately 
from intercepts. 

Corninch has suggested that Ghormley release Leary's 
units to cover MacArthur's communications to MILNE BAY. 

GinCPac will indicate his approval of this in principle to 
ComSoPac. 


The Undersecretary of the Navy has added his voice 
to the pleas for more air strength in the SOLOMONS. We have 
indications that the Army is going to try to send a good 
number of fighters to the Pacific for distribution to Admiral 
Nimitz. 


Corninch 291240 states that the 43rd infantry reinforced 
is to be sent to the South Pacific leaving the U.S. aboiit the 
middle of September. 

During a bombing raid at GUADALCANAL the CALHOUN was 
hit and sunk. While the W.W. BURROWS was trying to unload 
at TULAGI she grounded heavily. 

Complete repair to the CHICAGO cannot be made handily 
in Austrailia 30 ComSoPac suggests that she be sent to Mare 
Island. It is now estimated that repairs and certain desired 
modernization items will require three months. 

There is still no definite word as to whether or not 
OCEAN Island has been occupied. 

Admiral Nimitz had Lt. General Emmons and Rear Admiral 
Bagley in for a conference to acquaint them with the situation. 
It was decided to send 25 fighter pilots to the South Pacific 
from those available in the Hawaiian Department. 

CTF-8 292340 pink gives his plans for the operation to 
construct an airfield at ADAK. He estimates that he will be 
active in covering the movement from now to October and that 
completion of the object cannot be expected before the first 
of the year. In the meantime his surface units will require 
repair. 


Nothing significant was heard today of enemy moves. 
The striking forces now south of the equator are thought to 
be someplace northeast of the SOLOMONS. 
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The situation in the South Pacific is summarized in 
Admiral Ghorley's 311046 (pink). The extent of damage done to 
the SARATOGA is not known. She will proceed to BLEACHER for 
emergency repairs. The NAVAJO has been ordered to meet up with 
the SARATOGA to render 3uch assistance as is practicable. 

ComSoPac 310242,4gives his plans for the next few days 
operation of the Carrier Task Forces. Incidentally, this mes¬ 
sage indicates that Admiral Ghormley is having a hard time find¬ 
ing out what his forces are doing. 

ComAirSoPac 270411 (pink) comments on the employment of 
New Zealand Air. He also desires a Patwing under him at ILE NOTJ, 
which is being done. 

CinCPac 302123 p and ComSoPac 302240 (pink) directs the 
return of the Southwest Pacific cruisers and destroyers to 
Admiral Leary. 

Admiral Ghormley (310845 pink) suggests the employment 
of submarines to operate against an enemy screening force thought 
to be northeast of the S0L0L0NS. The few submarines available 
would have a hard time locating a good target in such a large 
area. 


Cominch 271320 (3 part pink) gives the Army plan for 
reinforcements to the Pacific. This was mentioned yesterday but 
only the second part of the despatch was received then. 



Difficulties in unloading ships at the advance positions 
in the South Pacific continue. This makes the prompt turnaround 
of the AKs Impossible. 



There was hard luck in the ALEUTIANS also. The CASCO 
was hit by a torpedo in NAZAN BAY and load to be beached. Off 
AMLIA Island the ’VILLIAKSON v/as accidentally damaged by own 
seaplane depth bombs. ComTaskFor 8 302032 gives his views on 
the mining at ADAK. He still wants to mine there and CinCPac 
still doubts the wisdom of the plan. Captain Hull will be sent 
North from here to investigate and report. The first wave of the 
supplies and equipment to build an airfield at ADAK has arrived 
at that olace. 


There is nothing new to record of enemy moves. 
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Corainch 011315 pink is unal^le to understand how the 
recent DD bombardments and landing could approach GUADALCANAL 
unmolested. 

, f 

Comsonac 010305 pink and Comairsopac 3104-02 gives 1h«ir 
ideas on the imoortance of GUADALCANAL to the Pacific War and the 
necessity of holding the place, - for which air strength is ab¬ 
solutely essential. 

CTF 61 310930 pink gives disposition of the Task Forces. 
And Comsopac 011256 summarizes the days operations in that area. 

TF 8 010105 desires that two fleet submarines now in the 
ALEUTIANS be replaced. Not only will Gincpac be unable to re¬ 
place those submarines, but will also have to withdraw one more 
in the near future. It is now expected that only three fleet subs 
plus S-boats will be available in the ALEUTIANS. Better targets 
are presented to -Fleet subs in other areas. 

It now appears that the CASCO is oeing towed to DUTCH 

HARBOR. 


The best guess now is that Cardiv 2 is still training in 
home waters. Only two ships of Batdiv 2 are indicated in the 
RABAUL area. It seems probable that the Japs have occupied both 
OCEAN and NAURU Islands. 

At MILNE Bay the Japs may have been forced to retire to 
their ships by Australian ground troops. 
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July 24, 1942. 


Subject: Japanese Naval Operations; Estimate of. 


1. GENERAL 



(a) There has been no mention of Midway in the 
radio traffic since the middle of June. Kiska and vicinity 
have been repeatedly mentioned as has Dutch Harbor, the 
latter place in connection with Radio Intelligence reports. 

No other American areas have been mentioned. Various areas 
in the Solomons have been very prominent including Guadalcanal 
and a place name designation believed to be Buna or possibly 
Gona. There have been many new place name designators assign¬ 
ed, including Woodlark Island, Daussy Island and several new 
unidentified Australian places. The assigning of place name 
designators has in the past been invariably followed by naval 
operations either surface or air in those localities. 


(b) There has been no significant connection noted 
' t:v; between any of the major forces with Malaya or the Indian 
* h „ Ocean, or with any American areas. There have been several 

Task face. messages or fragments of messages connecting the Second 
2 .ca vi crudw r > Fleet and Firs't Air Fleet with both Palao and the Solomons. 
3 There is still a close connection between the Second Fleet 
an d the Fourth Fleet. 

OiFA*- 
MAiAY 



(c) The CinC First Fleet recently issued a radio 
operation order to a group of destroyers but this probably 
ordered them to detached duty, either to convoy or to relieve 
the destroyers now in Malaya. It will be recalled that CinC 
First =±r Fleet also has the task of screening the homeland 
and whenever units of the fleet return home for recreation, 
repairs, etc., they come under his command and upon their 
departure are ordered to return to their regular or special 
duties. 


o 


(d) The Acting CinC First Air Fleet or Chief of Staff 
First Air Fleet was at Palao recently, apparently for 
inspections and conferences with local officials. The carriers 
are still in the vicinity of Japan. 

2. CONCLUSIONS 

» 

Based on Radio Intelligence and fragments of messages 
the most probable operations of the Japanese Fleets in the 
immediate future are as follows: 

(a) Further consolidation of gains in the Aleutians, 
and further advances to the ea-stward unless offensive 
action is taken by us. 
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Forces involved will not exceed 1 CA, maximum of 
1 DesRon with leader, and one SubRon (operating in 
entire Aleutian area) plus aircraft and tenders, supply 
ships, etc. 

(b) Further consolidation of gains in Solomons and 
eastern New Guinea with immediate objective as Port 
Moresby. In view of the new place name designators 
in the Louisiade Archipelago and Australian areas it 
is evident that the Japanese are planning further 
operations to the south and west. This office does 
not believe that, at least in the immediate future, 
any large striking force will be involved. Any 
offensive operations by the Allied Nations in this 
area should be expedited. 

Forces Involved - CruDiv Six, CruDiv Eighteen, 

DesRon Six, Gunboat Division Eight, maximum of one 
SubRon (operating to southward) plus the normal shore 
based aircraft groups, Army forces, and supply vessels. 

(c) Strong indications of offensive action from Java 
and Timor areas have been recently noted. The objectives 
are not clear but the sudden increase of the Third Fleet 
activity plus presence in Palao of Chief of Staff First 
Air Fleet is significant. 

Forces Involved - Probably no more than normal 
Third Fleet augmented by CruDiv Five. 

(d) Persistent indications of a movement toward 
Singapore and Indian Ocean lead to the conclusion that 
a large increase in convoys may be expected there. 


^uhcrkJ sTiif 

(uAxcjiiA UJ 


Forces Involved - ZUIKaKU, two CA's, and present 
Malay Force of destroyers, submarines, etc. 




3. It will be noted that no mention is made above 

of the ^atDivs and CarDivs. At present the CarDivs which are 
the key to the situation are in the Empire. The direction of 
movement of these carriers will indicate the next operations. 
If the carriers move to Palao, Takao area the next operation 
will be to the south and west. If the carriers move toward 
Saipan the direction of operations will be toward the east 
and south. It is hoped and expected that information will 
become available to forecast the movement in sufficient time. 
Apparently plans have not progressed to the point where the 
fleet is preparing to move as yet. In other words, the forth¬ 
coming operations of the Japanese Fleet have not progressed 
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Subject: Japanese Naval Operations; Estimate of. 

to the point where they are discussed in messages between 
fleet commands and units, nor to the point where the scope 
or area is indicated to Radio Intelligence. It is, of 
course, possible that no operations other than those 
mentioned in Paragraph 2 are planned for the immediate 
future. 
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AIT ESTIMATE OF INEMY ITTTENTIONS 


O 


MONTH ON AUGUST - 1942. 


1. Preliminary 

This is not a formal Estimate of the Situation in 
that much data usually included in the establishment of the 
basis for solution of a problem is omitted. Also, own Courses 
of Action and the Decision (Leading to planned action) is 
beyond the scope of this paper. What is sought here is a 
complete examination of Enemy Capabilities insofar as the Pacfic 
Theatre is concerned. 


2 . 


The Situation 


( a ) Enemy . As a result of the Coral Sea action and 
tne Tattle of Midway, Japan lost five carriers and had one damaged, 
They also had losses involving cruisers and destroyers. Some 
damage was inflicted on other units, including at least one 
battleship. 


O Shortly after the battle of 

fiio Jo (***) carriGr> strength concentrated in Empire 
cv C*w-*-»)coming from the Aleutains about the" middle 


t'/ iulkto I 
C/ HiTMcA 

i.C'J 


Midway, the 
./a ter 3, the 
of July. 


Japanese 
last units 
During 


iUlHO 

O 


the latter part of July it is estimated that the carriers were 
reorganized and refitted. On August 1st it is believed that 
six CV and two XCV are available for employment. It is not to 
be expected tnat these carriers are as well ti’alned or eouipped 
as those encountered at Midway, nor can their screen be as 
complete. However, as there is danger in underestimating their 
present capabilities, it will be assumed hereinafter that they are 
in all respects ready for any task. 

There has been no recent change in Japan's battle¬ 


ship strength which effects this study, 
available. 


Ten battleships are 


While little information is at hand regarding 
Japanese amphibious troops, large numbers who are well 
trained and equipped are believed available. It is known 
that Japan's shipping is already overtaxed and probably unable 
to undertake an additional major transportation and logistic 
problem. 
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(b) Ovm. Because of the employment of three carrier 
task forces in the South -Pacific only one carrier task force 
is available on August 1st in the Central Pacific. Concen¬ 
tration of our carriers at Pearl from the South Pacific would 
take about twelve days. To move them to the Aleutains would 
involve about eight days more. -Thu3, to meet an advance of 
an enemy raiding or occupation force in the Central Pacific we 
would require over two weeks notice; and the North Pacific 
over tliree weeks notice. 

Our battleship strength in the Pacific is 3till 
inferior to the enemy. TP-1 will operate near Hawaiian Area 
during part of August, but is not ready for battle because of 
lack of adequate screen and air coverage. 

Air strength in the Hawaiian Area is inadequate 
to repel a determined raid. Midway is being strengthened 
by the addition of a landing strip on Sand Island. When that 
strip is completed, the entire present heavy bombing strength 
in the islands can operate from Midway. At present fighters 
can be brought into Midway by 3hip. The fighter staging 
project to Midway via French Frigate Shoals will not be com¬ 
pleted before October. 

A cruiser task force plus fairly good air strength 
is operating in the Aleutains. So far it has been ineffective, 
mainly because of bad weather and lack of air coverage in 
advance areas. The effort there is limited to attrition, using 
submarines and long range bombing. Effectiveness of long 
range bombardment of Japanese held positions in Kiska and 
Attu has not yet been demonstrated. 

Our submarine offensive in Jap waters is now at low 
ebb because of the employment of submarines at Truk and in the 
Aleutians. This condition will continue during August. 

3. Background . 

(a) Merely aa a reminder, cernain points of Japanese 
ambitions and trends are set down in the briefest sort of a 
way. As far back as the early nineties the Japs were not 
satisfied with their lot and determined to do something about 
it. To raise living standards and to care for their population 
pressure, they decided (1) to become an industrial nation, and 
(2) expand. For the first they needed ready access to raw 
materials. For the second they needed land suitable to Japanese. 
Their progress in attaining these goal 3 haj$/ been steady, if 
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slow; but they have consistently stuck to the main idejns. Now 
that they have overrun the vast stretches of Malaysia^need only 
to consolidate their gains to accomplish hegemony in the Orient. 
This being the case, it would seem reasonable tliat their one 
and only desire at present is to prevent outside interference 
until their exploitation of captured regions has made them im¬ 
pregnable in what they call their sphere of influence. Their 
attack on Pearl Harbor i3 further evidence that they desire 
above all to prevent our interference with Asiatic operations. 
The targets picked indicated only a desire to immoblize our 
Fleet. 


(b) With the above in mind it seems logical to 
consider Japanese courses of action as limited for the present 
to making secure their extensive gains, rather than considering 
possible expansion not closely related thereto. 

4. Threats to Japan . 

Interference with Japanese plans can come from 
the following: 

(1) China . The Sino-Jap war has been dragging along 
since 1957. While Japan dominates the richest part of China, 
therei3 no proof yet tliat this military gesture has paid 
commercial dividends. However, they cannot afford to lose 

that war and.might be well satisfied with a strong and con¬ 
trolled puppet government and existing boundaries, as long 
as the China venture continues Japan must continue to pour 
in men and materials which they would probably rather use 
elsewhere. 

(2) England , (including India.) Today England 
i3 only a minor threat mainly because of her preoccupation 
with Germany. Her Far Eastern Fleet Is not now able to pene¬ 
trate the Malay barrier. Nor can her Fleet be of much use 

in the Bay of Bengal. Burma 13 sufficiently occupied by Japan 
to prevent an overland threat to the Indo-China rice. India is 
hardly pro-British. While British 3ea power is always a danger 
to Japan, ^hore i3 nothing to indicate even a mild threat to 
Japan during August. 

(3) Australia . At present Australia cannot take 
the offensive. Thank3 to the United States there Is the 
definite probability tliat Australia will become the jump off 
point for an offensive destined to defeat Japan. To make this 
possible the supply lines to Australia must be kept open to the 
United Nations. Of Immediate interest is the Australian air activity 
in the 3W Pacific. This is, so far, decidedly of minor proportions 
but enough to cause Japan some trouble and delay in consolidating 
her positions in the New Guinea, New P.ritain-Solomon area. 
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(4) United States . Lacking troops and bottoms for 
an offensive thru the Mandates (even if we had the required 
types combatant available) there is little v/e can do now 
except in the Souch Pacific. Of course, Japan may not know 
this. She knows that we have an enormous building program, 
and that potentially (and eventually) we can mister the re¬ 
quisite strength to move thru the Central Pacific and gradually 
gain and maintain control of the sea areas vital to Japan. Her 
idea may be that before we are ready for such a move, Japan 
will be strong enough so that the game will not be worth the 
candle. In the meantime our greatest threat Is the supplies, 
equipment, and men v/e are sending to the Southwest. Except 
for submarines. Pearl is too far away for use as an offensive 
jump off point, and we are too weak to gain nearer positions 
north of the equator. 
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(5) Russia . Here the danger lies in the proximity of 
air in the Vladivostok region to industrial Japan. Japan can 
hardly feel secure while this threat exists. Certainly she will 
not provoke war until she thinks that Russia Is beaten by 
Germany, and until that beating takes shape In the removal of 
Russian aircraft from Siberia to the German front. 

5. Broad Courses of Action. 




Based on the idea expressed above, i.e. that Japan 
must now prevent interference with her exploitation in the 
Orient, the following are her broad courses of action: 

(1) Step up military operations in China with vlew 
to obtaining a satisfactory stalemate In the Sino-Jap War. 

Any increase in such military operations will be 
primarily an Army project. But it would"have e 'feet on other 
front 3 because it would involve further demands on her national 
strength. How that Japan has effectively stopped nearly all 
occidental reinforcements she is in a better position to offer 
China a compromise peace. The masses of Chinese may well be 
glad to end the struggle. The leaders may become discouraged 
if they continue to receive promises, but little real supnort. 
Especially if the war continues favorable to the Axis, and If 
Japan can administer some sort of a major local defeat on the 
C’ Ine 3 e, and if Oriental intrigue can be reasonably successful, 
there is the possibility of sufficient Japanese withdrawal from 
Chinato be acceptable to the Chinese. 



As this is not expected during August it will not 
be considered as bearing on the immediate problem. 
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(2) A major effort to continue the offensive in 
the Indian Ocean. 


If Japan could now occupy Ceylon their strategic 
position would he considerably enhanced as they would be in a ' 
position toj-hette rj , do minate the Bay of Bengal and the approaches 
of Singapore. Off-hand, it would seem logical that no such step 
would be taken unless Japan felt sure of the security of her 
eastern flank. And this is especially so now when the Par Eastern 
Pleet seems to have no idea of any action which will cause Japan 
trouble. On the other hand there is the bright prospect of win¬ 
ning India over to the Axis side. The effort would not be an 
attempt to conquer India, but to make a show of strength to dis¬ 
credit the British, and to bring the military, economic, and 
political fronts more nearly Into alignment in that area. If 
Ceylon were captured, the stranglehold on India would be complete. 

(3) Operations to: first, gain a foothold in 
Australia and; second, to extend their positions within striking 
distance of the U.S. - Australia supply line. 

Jap positions in New Guinea will never be entirely 
secure as long as Port Moresby is strongly held and can continue 
as an air base. It is assumed that the Australians for the present 
will continue their sporadic and nuisance-value bombings. If the 
Japanese capture Port Moresby they will continue to be within 
bombing range of Australian air fields. Such a condition could 
continue a long tine without serious injury to either side. 

With the elimination of the Port Moresby nuisance, though. Japans 
positions In the Solomons and their capability to advance to 
Noumea would be considerably enhanced. 

It does not seem reasonable that Japan will, in 
the foreseeable future, make a serious attempt on the Australian 
mainland. 


Because of their many good positions and rela¬ 
tive security north of Timor Sea, the Japanese are well placed 
for operations in northwestern Australia. That area is fairly 
well isolated from the populous eastern Australia by the great 
stretches of wasteland. In order to better secure Timor, and 
Java by denying Australia jump off points such as Darwin and 
Broome, and to reduce the submarine menace from V/estern 
Australia, Japan may very possibly plan landings in force in 
that region. Such a move could conceivably take place in August. 

On the other liand, many signs point toward 
their desire to occupy Port Moresby and to expand down through 
the Hew Hebrides and to New Caledonia. For the occupation of 
Port Moresby they must go overland unless they are willing to 
make another and stronger attempt via the Coral Sea. If they 


- 5 - 


849 















S—■ 


are going overland they must use many more troop3 than have 
been reported in New Guinea up to now. A possible indication 
that such is intended is the information of large army forces 
probably enroute. If they are thinking of a sea borne attempt 
"they would probably want to be stronger than they were in May. 
And if the sea borne attack is conten plated we could reasonably 
expect it to take place only after airfields are completed in 
S.E. New Guinea and at Guadalcanal. That done, they could oper¬ 
ate their carriers under an air umbrella to the S.E. and S.W. 

They may be content to defer the Port Moresby 
project for a while and go ahead into the Santa Cruz Islands 
and New Hebrides. This sort of an operation would seem to call 
for considerable carrier strength, but not a comparatively large 
number of troops. If it were done step by step (and it prob¬ 
ably v/ould have to be as landing fields cannot be captured but 
must be built) the operation could hardly be more than started 
during August. 

(4) Raids on our line from Midway to Suva. 

These are always possible and well within 
Japan’s capabilities. Good jumping off places are available 
to them in the Marshalls. Such operations South of Hawaii 
would not have to be in force, and would be hit and rim in 
order to delay our efforts. It does not seem probable at the 
moment that Japan could seriously try to occupy and hold any 
positions east of the 180th meridian in the South Pacific. In 
the Hawaiian Area the most damage they could do would be at 
Pearl Harbor. Another successful surprise raid at Pearl is 
alyays a possibility*^ (y-t— ^ 

(5) Seizure and occupation of the Hawaiian Islands. 

While there is good reason for Japan to want 
to do this, her available strength for the operation is not in 
3ight. It I3 true that she can bring to bear a force large 
enough to cover the necessary troop movement if most of our 
strength is elsewhere. But there just does not seem sufficient 
tonnage available to her to transport and support any such ef¬ 
fort. It is true that if she could arrive at a time when our 
task forces are absent and when the Hawaiian air force is weak, 
Japan could probably gain a foothold on outlying islands. After 
gaining such a foothold she could easily lose the war in trying 
to dig in. It would offer the finest sort of attrition possi¬ 
bilities to us. We have only to remember that we could find no 
way to support Guam and Wake. In fact they ’were considered by 
many as a liability. 
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The seizure and occupation of Midway wa3 
undoubtedly a plan of the Japanese in early June. What their 
ultinate objective was in that campaign is not known. If 
they were satisfied merely to occupy it to deny it to us they 
would thereby, (1) restrict our westward air search; (2) deny 
Midway to us as a fuel topping off place; (3) eliminate our 
chance of bombing Wake with present planes. Maybe this, plus 
undoubted value to them for the same purpose to the eastward, 
is considered enough to cause them to make another attempt. 

But again, they would have an almost impossible situation. 
Holding Pearl, we could undoubtedly make their logistic problem 
impossible. And they could not defend the place against in¬ 
evitable recapture. We conclude, then, that the Japs will not 
attempt to occupy Midway except as part of a campaign to cap¬ 
ture all of the Hawaiian Islands. 


Aleutians. 


(6) A further advance to the Eastward in the 


Here it all depends on ■ ^ > ». ^r r-rst why 

they went there in the first place. If they went there to 
cause a diversion they have succeeded in immobilizing a crui- 
in A 3er task force, and no further effort is immediately necessary. 
/BT nC€ > If they want a base to operate from to protect northern fisher- 
^ es may need only to strengthen present positions. If 

they want to interrupt a possible air ferry route to Siberia 
co„s c i.<uhor> via the Aleutians they need go no further. But if they want 

fvTro-KcsKA. to cause us 3eriou3 worry In that region they must move con- 
M r < i <■-tr siderably more to the east. As this Is not a good CV operating 
"J" y$rea it would seem that the chances of large scale GV covering 
' forces operating against shore based air now known present are 
3mall. Nevertheless, such a course is possible. 
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(7) An attack on Russia. 

This depends so much on European operations 
now underway that it serves no useful purpose to guess. Suf¬ 
fice to say that CVs could be employed. 
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c. 


Remarks 



(a) We are no longer reading the enemy nail and 
today (August 1) we must depend almost entirely on traffic 
analysis to deduce enemy deployment. There is a chance that, 
during August f we will improve in this respect. 

(b) V/e hnve only the flimsiest sort or a surface 
picket line to warn us of hostile approach, and must rely on 
air search and radar. 
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(c) As there are so mahy possibilities open to 
Japan there does not seem to be any profit in making wild 
guesses as to their next move. From a purely strategic point 
of view the only move during August which seems likely is 
expansion in the direction of the Hew Hebrides. 
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ISTIL'ATE 0/ JAPuBbSS Lti TD ’PROPS 


C6M iviPAC. 
£*Xi nltje 


New Britain (Rabaul and Vicinity) - - 
Admiralty Islands (Lorengau) - - - - 
New Ireland (less Kavieng patrol) - - 
New Guinea: 

Salamaua ------------ 

Lae -------------- 

Gona - Buna - Ivokoda ------ 

Dutch New Guinea (8 detachments) 
Solomons: 

Buka -------------- 

Kieta ------------- 

Paisi - Buin ---------- 

Malaita ------------ 

Rekata (Santa Isabel) - - - - - 
Tulagi - Gavutu - Florida - - - 
Guadalcanal - Lunga - Kukum - - 


15,000 

400 

200 


\Z ooe> 

3o a 
r n«o 

** 700 


1,100 

plUS Sao 

400 

natives 

800 

3-Too 

4,000 

»2-«c/ - XA.0 c? 

800 


600 

bo ° 

500 

boo 

100 


200 


500 

__ 

1,600 

Ifcoo 

3,000 

iSso - ioatj 


Total 26,100 plus 400 

natives. 


Recent reenforcements in area have come via Truk. Army 
in Davao appears to be showing interest this area. Present 
forces appear to be committed where now located, except 
Rabaul. Scattered land forces are incapable mutual support. 
I estimate maximum that could be assembled as a striking 
force in area without abandoning present positions is about 
5,000, provided shipping and assault equipment is available. 
These could be taken from Rabaul. Reenforcements from out¬ 
side area are subject only to available shipping and escort 
forces but could probably not reach area in less than 20 
days. 


0. T. PFEIFFER. 
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U. S. FORCES I: 7 SOUTH PACIFIC AREA 

1. Present Defense forces: 


Efate ------------- 6936 

Esoiritu Santo -------- 610 

Fiji ---- - ______ 17673 

New Caledonia --------- 23000 

Tongatabu ----------- 8501 

Tutuila ------------ 10730 

Upolu- _____ - 4260 

Savaii ------------ 189 

Wallis --------- - - 2426 

Borabora ----------- 4978 


Total 79,303 

2. Mobile Defense Forces : 

3d Marine Defense Battalion 982 

5th Marine Defense Battalion 1165 

3d Barrage Balloon Squadron _ 220 


Total 2,375 

3. Mobile Attack forces : 

1st Marine Division(les37th) 13403 

2d Marines (Regt) Reenforced 4736 

1st Marine Raider Battalion 900 


Total 19,039 

4. Present Forces South Pacific Area 

Aggregate 100,717 


5. Prospective increases by \ ctober st (Picador & Opium): 

1 Army AA Regiment - - - - 
7th Marines (reenforced) - 
8th Marines (reenforced) - 

2 Barrage Balloon Squadrons 
1st Av. Engineer Battalion 
1 Pioneer Company - - - - 

Total 11,734 


- - 1800 

- - 4300 (Approx.) 

- - 4300 ( " ) 

454 

- - 677 

- - 203 
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6. 


Contemplated Garrisons : 


(Y 


2. dw\ d 



Ndeni ----------- 5124 

Tulagi - Porida ------ 4541 

Guadalcanal -------- 1762 



Total 11,427 

7. Remaining for offensive or defensive action (less 
combat losses) after operations contemplated in 
Phase 1-9987 (2 plus 3 less 6 but not including 5) 


NOTE: Present contemplated distribution will have to 

extend to ilalaita and Santa Isabel Island. This 
will probably be accomplished by using AA regi¬ 
ments and defense forces now in present bases 
plus the Army AA regiment in prospect. 
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ESTIMATE op enemy intentions 


September 1, 1942. 


1. Preliminary . 

This is a continuation of the Estimate of enemy 
capabilities for the month of August. Much contained in that 
estimate will not be repeated. Events to September 1st, 1942, 
are reflected herein. 

2. Brief of Events during Aurust, 1942 . 

South Pacific . The offensive in the SOLOMONS 
started on August 7th. All enemy positions in the TULAGI area 
were captured. About 15,000 Marines were landed. An airfield 
at GUADALCANAL was captured and air search advanced to NDBNI 
and ESPIRITU SANTO. Since that time our forces have been con¬ 
solidating positions under the protection of carrier task for¬ 
ces and shore based air. As was to be expected, repercussions 
were immediate. On the 9th an enemy cruiser and destroyer force 
sank four of our screening cruisers and damaged one cruiser and 
two destroyers off SAVO Island. One good sized enemy landing 
attempt was annihilated on GUADALCANAL. Our positions in the 
area have been bombed frequently, and minor landings continued 
to the end of the month. The bombing raiders have been attacked 
very successfully by our air forces at GUADALCANAL causing the 
enemy considerable losses. A large number of submarines con¬ 
tinue to attack our line of communications to the TULAGI area. 

On the 24th (local) four large groups of enemy ships were dis¬ 
covered north and west of MALAITA approaching the TULAGI area. 
One group contained 2 CVs; another contained 1 CV; another was 
thought composed of 1 BB, 4 cruisers and several destroyers; 
and the fourth was probably made up of 2 or 3 APs escorted by 
cruisers and destroyers. Our carriers and shore based air en¬ 
gaged in an air duel with these enemy vessels. As a result the 
enemy sustained damage to her carriers and other vessels, the 
extent of which i3 obscure, and returned to the northward. The 
Japs lost a large number of carrier based planes in the duel. 

The ENTERPRISE received bomb hits which will keep her out of 
action for a long time. On the 30th the SARATOGA was torpedoed 
and seriously damaged by a Jap submarine - reducing our carriers 
available in the Pacific to two. 

Gilbert Islands . On August 17 (local) a Marine 
Raider group made a very successful landing on I.LAKIN Island from 
submarines. While stiffer opposition was encountered than was 
expected, the raid stirred up the enemy considerably and was 
well worth whi1e. 




















ESTIMATE OP EIIEIiY INTENTIONS (Cont'd) 


Central Pacific . The BOISE was sent toward Japan 
to attack an enemy sampan patrol line estimated to be 500 to 
800 miles east of HONSHU. No patrol vessels were sighted, but 
due to an error in navigation the BOISE lost two search planes. 
One of these planes was found four days later by the Japs and 
apparently created the impression that a BLUE striking force was 
enroute Japan. At any rate, the enemy hurriedly sent out a force 
built around 3 CVs to investigate. 

North Pacific . On August 7th the main body of Task 
Force 8 bombarded KI3KA. The firing was indirect and low ceil¬ 
ing prevented spotting or observation of results. No enemy re¬ 
action has been noted following this attempted diversion. It 
has been decided to build an Army airfield on ADAK Island. Task 
Force 8 will cover this operation which began on August 30th. 

The CASCO was torpedoed by a Jap sub at NAZAN Bay and severely 
damaged. 

3. The Situation . 

(a) Enemy . Our offensive In the TULAGI area has 
produced severe repercussions in Japan and all signs point to 
an early and major effort on their part to recapture the posi¬ 
tions we have taken. Indications are that a large portion of 
enemy air and surface units throughout the entire Pacific Theatre 
are being concentrated in the South Pacific. The estimate of 
strength of these forces changes from day to day and Is not in¬ 
cluded herein, but is available on short notice. Strong striking 
forces consisting of at least 3 CVs (one may be badly damaged), 
1-2 BEs, cruisers, destroyers, submarines, and good sized shore 
based air are operating in the South Pacific. Additional car¬ 
riers, battleships, cruisers and destroyers now may be enroute 

to that area. Troops are being transferred to the RABAUL area 
from as far west as the N.E.I. and PHILIPPINES. The enemy ha3 
made a new landing at MILNE BAY which now seems unsuccessful. • 
His efforts In NEW GUINEA have been small since the Coral Sea 
Battle. The enemy occupied OCEAN, NAURU, and APAMAMA islands 
during the last part of August. 

(b) Own. Two carrier task forces are now operating 
in the South Pacific. The ENTERPRISE and SARATOGA will either 
be repaired at PEARL or on the West Coast. They cannot be in 
service in the area during September. 
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ESTIMATE OF ENEMY INTENTIONS (Cont'd) 


(b) Own (Continued) . 

The positions in the TtJLAGI-GUADALCANAL area are 
being improved gradually. The supply of food and ammunition to 
the forces ashore is proceeding under great difficulties. Un¬ 
loading facilities are primitive in the extreme. 'Vhile enroute 
and unloading, our ships are constantly vulnerable to enemy sub¬ 
marines, shore based air, destroyers, cruisers, motor torpedo 
boats. The enemy striking forces and submarines threaten the 
line of supply from the South. There is a great shortage of 
shore based aircraft in the area. Army types are particularly 
desired. 


Two new BBs, the WASHINGTON and SOUTH DAKOTA plus 
1 OL and 6 DDs are now enroute to the South Pacific. They are 
expected to arrive in the active area about Seotember 5th and 
15 th. 


As there has been no improvement in the Army air 
situation in the Hawaiian Area, the extreme vulnerability of 
the MIDWAY-HAWAII line continues. It must be assumed that for 
the next 30 days a raid on that line could not be prevented. 

One group of B-24s are scheduled to arrive at HAWAII about Sep¬ 
tember 10th and the Army has advised that no more heavy planes 
are to be expected in September. To reduce the possibilities 
of a successful enemv landing. Task Force 1 is being kept at 
PEARL. 


Task Force 8 continues to operate in the ALEUTIANS. 
The net result to date has been the Immobilization of the sur¬ 
face forces. Our Fleet submarines there have probably sunk at 
least six enemy DDs. We have lost one submarine and a number 
of airplanes. 

Our submarine offensive in Jap waters continues to 
be at a low ebb because of withdrawals to ALASKA and to TRUK 
and KAVIENG. 


Our convoy operations continue to be satisfactory 
as no losses have resulted. The escorts employed are urgently 
needed elsewhere. 

4. Threats to Japan . 

(1) China . No additional remarks. 

(2) England. No additional remarks. 
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(3) Australia. The air sttacks in the Southwest 
Pacific continue to be of a minor character. No substantial 
increase^in the threat from Australia during the month is 
noted. However, as time goes on the forces in Australia should 
become considerably better trained and equipped. As long as 
our submarines continue to base on both the west and east 
coasts Japan will be uneasy about them. 

(4) United States. The present offensive in the South¬ 
west Pacific is the only active threat. It is now too early to 
say whether or not this threat will become critical. The long 
pull threat of the United States continues. 

(5) Russia. Because of the deterioration of Russia's 
position on her western front the threat to Japan is remote. 

The potential danger of hostile Russian action against Japan 
still exists. 

5. Broad Courses of Action. 

At thi3 time It seems almost a certainty that there 
v.’ill be an all out offensive to recapture lost positions in the 
SOLOMONS and, if all goe3 well, to extend positions toward NEW 
CALEDONIA. 


But as we can never be sure, the following must be 
considered within Japanese capabilities: 

(a) Another attempt to capturp KIDWAY. 

This is not considered possible as long as the 
Japs are engaged in a major effort in the South Pacific. But 
Japan can now break off in the south and muster a large force 
off MIDWAY before we can bring in sufficient forces to prevent 
a landing. If the enemy arrives off MIDWAY In force undetected 
MIDWAY would probably fall. 

(b) A further extension of effort in the ALEUTIANS. 

This is considered possible but not probable. It 
seems more probable that her effort there will be tso supply 
present positions for the winter. 

(c) An attack on Western AUSTPJvLIA . 

This possibility would cause us serious embarrass¬ 
ment and might do large damage to our TTJLAGI venture by the 
draining off our surface and air to repel such an attack. It 
must not be discounted and should be regarded as a diversion 
attempt. 
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(d) Raids on our positions from MIDWAY to NOUMEA. 

These would be to cause diversion and must be 
considered quite possible. They would be in connection with a 
main effort in the SOLOMONS. 

(e) An offensive toward ITDJA. 


This would reqtiire a strategic defensive attitude 
in the Pacific. Possible, but improbable. 

(f ) An at to cl: on KU13IA. 


Mainly an army effort and would not greatly 
effect current estimated intentions in the Pacific. 

6. Most probable enemy Intention. . 

As stated above the most probable enemy intention as 
of September 1, 1942, is to recapture the SOLOMONS and extend 
further to the South. The capture of eastern NEW GUINEA, in¬ 
cluding Pt. MORESBY, is considered a part of the plan. His 
effort may be visualized as follows: 

1st, preceeding and during an all out attack in the 
GUADALCANAL-TULAGI area the enemy may be expected to (in that 
area): 


(a) Continue his submarine reconnaissance in that 
area and along our lines of communications, and attack prime 
targets. 


(b) Continue air attacks on our ships and positions 
using shore based air. 

(c) Occasionally shell our shore positions. 

(d) Attack our transports and freighters with 
cruisers, destroyers, and motor torpedo boats bothday and 
night; especially while unloading. 

(e) Make minor repeated landings-. 

2nd, during a major attack in the GUADALCANAL-TULAGI 

area to: 

(a) Raid our positions in the NEW HEBRIDIES. 
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ESTIMATE OF ENEMY INTENTIONS (Cont'd) 



6. (continued) 

The purpose of this would be to break up our 
lines of supply and destroy advanced airfields, airplanes, 
and supplies of all kinds. 


(b) Occupy NDENI. 


This would be to deny it to us, give them an 
advanced position for further moves south, and~protect recap¬ 
tured positions. 


7. There are listed below possible diversion attempts 
^ • which might preceed the major attack or be timed with the attack. 
As these are considered not probable they are not discussed 
further. 



(a) A raid in force on FIJI or SAMOA. 

(b) A light raid on OAHU. 

(c) A light raid on our air staging positions 
south of OAHU. 

(d) A raid on MIDWAY or JOHNSTON. 


8. Except for events since August 24th, this estimate 
was completed that day. Since then captured documents and 
events have shown the estimate to be substantially correct. 
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01 0305 C0MB0PAC to CINOPAO Info COMINCPr GTE 63 61 62 C0MGEN°0PAC . 

Most Secret. Fully concur with Oomairsopac 310402. CACTUS 
not only a base of major value to nation holding but is first 
foot of ground taken from an enemy who has some cause to con- 
. sider his armies invincible. The strength of his forces in 
and enroute to the area plus additional availa >le forces in¬ 
dicated as being prepared to move in and the relatively short 
line of communications leave no doubt of an all out offensive. 
Repeated and sometimes successful attempts to land infiltra¬ 
tion or advance troops clearly indicate CACTUS as a major 
preliminary objective. It is my considered opinion that at 
this time the retention of CACTUS ismore vital to the orosecu- 
tion of the war in the Pacific than any other commitment. 
CACTUS cannot be held unless strong air forces of types of 
planes requested in reference and in other dispatches of 
like import ulus inshore patrol forces previously requested be 
promptly supplied. Coragensopac and Comtaskfor 62 have by 
hand. 

01 1315 0OMIUOH to C^TCPAO info COMBO?AC. 


Handle this with the greatest secrecy. At this distance it 
is difficult to understand how enemy operations such as are 
reported in Comgen 1st Mardiv 310200 and the destroyer bombard¬ 
ment in his 250955 can approach and proceed relatively un¬ 
molested . 


01 1256 COIuSOPAC to COMIKCH, CINCPAC CTFs 11.16.17.18 Info LEARY etc . 

Operations September 1st. Handle as most secret . Enemy 
force estimated at least 2 cruisers 2 CD located by SBD- 
2 miles 'Vest TAIV0 Point GUADALCANAL 0050(-11) 31st. 

1 cruiser JINTSU class. Planes attacked 1 near miss on 
cruiser. 10 3BDs took o f f but lost contact when ships 
dispersed. 3 F4 planes failed to return from patrol went 
in response air raid alarm GUADALCANAL 51st. Fletcher states 
SARATOGA able to make 14 knots but damage makes it necessary 
return her PEARL. Leaving large part of her planes here for 
carrier replacement. 3 YPs arrived GUADALACANAL. 
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01 1237 CTF 62 to COMSOPAC Info COMAIRSOPAC. COMINCH. CINCPAC. 

Comamphorsopac fully supports the opinions expressed by 
Comairsopac in his 310402 and recommend that the air sup- 
he desires be provided. Para. While always in favor of 
the move to TULAGI it may be remembered that I warned that 
such a move to be permanently successful would entail con¬ 
tinuous support by strong Naval and air forces. Para. Here 
in the SOLOMONS we now have an unsinkable aircraft carrier 
which I believe may finally be multiplied into an invincible 
fleet adequate for a decisive move, cut this will require 
. patience, and the determined support by forces of a strength 
and character which you do not now have under your control. 
Para. The enemy is now hampered by his adventures in the 
ALEUTIANS and Eastern NEW GUINEA. I believe that the im¬ 
mediate consolidation and extension of our CACTUS position 
is now possible and advisable, and is a molden military 
opportunity that ought not be missed. 


01 2331 CINCPAC to COMINCH Info C0NS0PAC. COMAIRSOPAC. CTF 61 CGHD. 

Comairsopac 310402 Comsopac 010305 all aircraft that can be 
spared from ENTERPRISE SARATOGA jeing transferred Comsopac 
for use present campaign. Employment carrier aircraft and’ 
pilots from shore bases necessary because of lack suitable 
Army type planes for GUADALCANAL fighting but such use car¬ 
rier pilots most uneconomic from military viewpoint and our 
present shortage trained carrier air groups. To ensure suc¬ 
cess present campaign steady flow to SoPac of suitable Army 
eircraft with trained pilots must be instituted at once. 
Consider P-38 A-24 B-25 3-26 suitable present types. My 
252241 and my serial OI 64 W of July 17, ’42. Let’s give 
0ACTUP. the wherewithall to live up to its name. Something 
for the Japs to remember forever. 

02 0300 COMSOPAC to MacARTHUR. Info COMINCH. CINCPAC CGSOPAC. 

Handle as most secret. Cominch 271320 (in 3 parts) refers 
me to you for emergency assistance my air effort. Situation 
CACTTT C is most difficult and becoming critical due heavy and 
frenuent air attacks to meet which do not have fighters in 
sufficient numbers or adequate performance. Army P-400 sent 
CACTU 0 from POPPY exhausted. Replacements enroute cannot 
be made available CACTU" prior late September and will be 
?-39 type. Can you send me small force of P-38 fighters with 
pilots and few' key mechanical personnel. I can provide trans¬ 
portation. 
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02 0400 COIiSOPAG to CGMIMCH Info StfAIRSOPAC. CINCPAC. COMSCV/ESPAC . 

~ a 

Your 271320 in 3 parts. In so far as 1 can determine I 
have no information as to tvpes of aircraft embarked in ves¬ 
sels enroute SUMAC . Nor have I been a )le to interpret the 
instructions to Harmon such as to give me authority'to divert 
aircraft in ships for use this area. What I have urged and 
Harmon has likewise urged is that I be reenforced with air¬ 
craft (particularly fighters) of suite ole types for effective 
use in present operations. I am asking iviacArthur for such 
P-38’s as he can spare from his present operations. I again 
urge that my renuests and requests of Harmon be given favoraole 
and prompt consideration for the reasons previously given that 
other types of fighters not effective as evidenced that out 
of 14 P-AOO’s sent'to CACTUS only 2 remained effective yester¬ 
day. In present operation we must have planes suitaole to 
effectively combat the enemy and P-39 series is not effective 
against his high altitude operations. Authority for diversion 
of SUMAC bombers in transit by air is fully understood and 
has been and will continue to be applied with the most care¬ 
ful consideration requirements Sopac and Sowespac. 

. 01 2313 C.G. CACTUS to OTP 62. Info C0M70PAG. 

To CTF 62 Info ^omsopac from CACTUS. My 202013 and Comsonac 
201132. Appears enemy is building up striking force by con¬ 
tinuous small landings during darkness. Due to difficult ter¬ 
rain areas are beyond range of land operations except at ex¬ 
pense of weakening defense of airfield. We do not have a 
balanced force and it is imperative that following measures be 
taken: Afirm. Rase olsnes here capable of searching beyond 
steaming range during darkness. 3aker. Provide surface craft 
DD's or motor torpedo boats for night patrolling. Cast. Pro¬ 
vide striking force for active defense by transferring 7th 
Marines to CACTUS. If not prevented by surface craft enemy 
can continue night landings beyond our range of action and 
build up large force. 

03 1231 COMSOPAC to CTF 11.16.13.17.COKINCH. OITICPAC, COMMOWESPAC, 

Handle as most secret. Operations 3rd. B 17 on patrol made 
1 500 pound bomb hit on AO or AY Lat 7-16 South Long 158-3 
East liOO 2nd. Ship stooped. Fire forward. Large oil slick. 
PBY on patrol rot near miss on DD nossibly escorting SS at 
2-40 South 160-18 East 1100 L (-11). At 0500 L (-11) 2nd 
several hostile planes bombed GUADALCANAL. 1 killed 1 wounded. 
No material damage. At 1140 L (-11) 2nd 18 twin engined bomb¬ 
ers dropped bombs GUADALCANAL. 1 killed 5 wounded. 1 S3D 
destroyed also some Avgas and ammunition. Our planes brought 
down 3 bombers 4 zeros. AA shot down 1 bomber. All our 
ulanes returned. Leary pass to MacArthur. Afternoon 3rd 
TF 18 arrived NOUMEA. WILLIAM WARD BURROWS unloaded and 
floated off 3TLVIA reef after being aground for 3 days. 
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03 0736 GOMSOPAG to CTF 17 info Offi 11.18.63.62. 







GINCPAG. 



While Taskforce 18 is engaged in replenishment and pending 
reorganization on carrier task forces the directive assigned 
carrier task forces in Mydis 271026 of August is modified 
as follows: Task force 17 operate generally south of lat¬ 
itude 12 degrees. Avoid remaining in same locality to 
prevent concentration of enemy submarines against you. De¬ 
stroy promising targets whenever located. Your freedom of 
movement as may oe required by the presence of enemy sub¬ 
marines or other is not limited by any general restrictions 
herein given. 


04 1116 GOMSOPAG. to CTF 16.17.18.62.63.11.CIJICPAC. C0M o 0'.VESPACP0R . 

COMING!!. MacAKTrtJR. 

Operations 4th. At 0200 L (-11) 3rd 3 hostile SS shelled 
GUADALCANAL. No damage. No casualties. Our planes 3rd 
straffed several boats and parses on and near beaches south¬ 
east TAIYU Point. SORROWS departed GUADALCANAL 1645 L (-11) 
4th. 


04 0300 GOMSOPAG to GINOPAC. 

Your 032013 for your information I Plan to put the 7th 
Marines into GUADALCANAL probably Southeast TAIVU Point as 
soon as plans and arrangements can be made. Desire but 
small force on TREVANI0N Island possibly from a battalion 
of Army troops to permit preliminary work on air field that 
station and as deter&nt to enemy action against AVP opera¬ 
ting planes from ORACIOGA Say SANTA CRUZ. Comsopac to 
Cincpac. 
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°4 0610 CIKAM^HIBIOUS 50PAC to CONTRANSDIV 2 Info GO?.!INCH. CINCPAC - 

oomsopag'. ’ 

Ultra secret from Comgenforsopac those not addressed stop 
decoding. Beginning about 13 September under my command 
your unit ulus embarked troops plus raider battalion in 
APDs plus approximately one third of 5th Defense Battalion 
will hold 2 battle rehearsals of landing on beach GREEN 
against opposition for establishment of strong supporting 
position. Troops will be commanded by a general officer to 
be named later. Para. Prepare detailed troop and material 
landing and tactical plans suitable for rehearsals generally 
similar to CACTUS landing my Op^lan Afirm 3 Annex Dog ex¬ 
cept assume beachhead will be established by Raider Bat¬ 
talion during darkness. Propose withdraw surface vessels 
at tne of 14 hours therefore plan must be carefully drawn 
to ensure landing only essential personnel and material and 
rapid unloading at beach. Para. Following points are 
emphasized jifim country is jungle with many streams.. 

--otor vehicles must be few. Amphibian tractors and rubber 
boats will be required. Baker Engineering equipment largely 
hand operated. As many machetes shovels axes brush hooks 
intrenching tools as possible plus wire and stakes. Sand¬ 
bags in bundles of 100. Camouflage nets. Large supply 
radio batteries all types. Paulins and flys for protect¬ 
ing stores. Nil tents except shelter hanves and few hos¬ 
pitals. Water filtration plants but nil distilling appara¬ 
tus. Cast. Carefully balanced stores for 30 days. Rations 
30 days class baker 10 days cast or king and 5 days dog. 
gasoline kerosene in tins MeCAWLEY will land fuel in drums. 

• 3 units of fire but maximum amounts grenades canister 
demolitions charges and land mines. Para. You will be able 
to land some excess vehicles prior to rehearsal to clear 
access to cargo. Para. You are aware of errors we made 
at CACTUS and RINGBOLT, Avoid them in this operation. 


05 1156 C0MS0PAC to C0MINCH. COHSC/E3TPACF0R. CINCPAC CT* 1 n 17 
18. 62 . 6 3' C I!TOPQUWESPAC . -- 1 - 1 - L ’ 

Handle as most secret. Operations 5th. 13 boats southeast 
_ ^ ] _ CL Is l a nd and 30 landing craft southwest coast 
*- AI JORCa Island were discovered by GUADALCANAL air patrol 
3rd, were bombed strafed, most were left sunk or ourning. 

L 5th 5 hostile DD’s shelled GUADALCANAL, ’sank 

LlTiLE and GREGORY. Casualties not. vet. ifnnwn KoiioiroH 
heavy. 


Casualties not yet known relieved 
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CINCPAC to COHTASKFOR 1 info 00MINCH 

Utmost secrecy . In the event of threatened enemy landing 
in Hawaiian Sea Frontier Task Force 1 v/ith maximum avail¬ 
able screen will probably be ordered to sail Immediately 
to repel the attack. Maximum available cover by land 
based aircraft will be furnished. Current plans for 
your operations and training must be based on this con¬ 
tingency . 

COMTASKFOR 11 to COMSOPAC info CINCPaC, CTF-18. CCMAIRSOPAC 

Arrived BLEACHER. Following ships to accompany SARATOGA 
Pearl: NEW ORLEANS, ATLANTA, PHELPS, DE’VEY', ’.VORDEN, 

CUMMINGS, WILSON, Commander Cruisers Task Force 11 on 
MINNEAPOLIS. That ship with MACDONOUGH FARRAGUT MONSSEN 
GRAYSON being provisioned to capacity and awaiting your 
orders. No fuel available. Ships remaining in area have 
enough fuel to reach WHITE POPPY. Necessary this force 
fuel prior departure or enroute to Pearl. Transferring 
remainder aviation material BLEACHER. SARATOGA still has 
six officers including flight surgeon and 86 men to trans¬ 
fer to her squadrons at ROSES and BUTTON. Am forwarding 
via airmail report as requested your 030600. Temporary 
repairs being effected. Will advise later when ready depart 
probably 3 or 4 days. Expect to make 15 knots enroute 
Pearl. No deaths and only few slight Injuries as result 
of torpedoing. 

COMSOPAC to CINCPAC. COMINCH, COMS'VPAC, CTF 11.16.17.18.62.63 

Handle as most secret . Operations 6th. Two B-17s bombed 
three enemy DDs 5th position 06-30 south Long 158-38 east 
results negative. 12 officers 226 enlisted from GREGORY 
and LITTLE reported rescued. Enemy force which sank them 
now reported at least one cruiser two DD. Morning patrol 
from GUADALCANAL fifth sighted 15 large Jap landing boats 
each carrying about 75 men approaching northwest GUADALCANAL. 
Straffed boats three sank. P-400s attacked v/ith bombs and 
light machine guns. Appeared to cause many personnel casual¬ 
ties. Bombs sank one boat. SBDs straffed boats on beaches. 
Believed to have destroyed several. 1245 L(-ll) 5th 26 twin 
engined bombers covered by 20 zeros approached our position 
GUADALCANAL. Only few our fighters intercepted due previous 
alert. These caused bombers to drop bombs ten miles west¬ 
ward LUNGA POINT. Two bombers one zero shot dovr . One F4F 
lost during boat straffing operation. Ghormley sends. Leary 
pass to MacArthur. One F4F missing three damaged one pilot 
wounded. Lieut F.C. Riley on patrol in PBY at 1310 Love 
5th shot down one Kawanishl type four engined patrol boat 
Lat 05-35 Couth Long. 163-02 east. Confirmed by second 
plane which saw Jap olane burning In water. 
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Geptember (GCT) 

06 1720 COKITTGH to Cincpac. GTF 8. and other commands concerned. 

The Joint Chie^ of Staff are addressing. Crreenslade pass to 
De'hitt and furnish him copy of OTF 8 01+2027. ost secret. 

The occupation of PRI3IL0FF approved subject to provision 
last sentence Comtaskfor 8 04202?. Modification of occupa¬ 
tion of TANAGA as set forth in GTF 8 052130 also approved. 



06 1950 GTF 8 to GINCPAG. 


Lost Secret. Ly 042027. Am in receipt of message from 
BUCKNER stating he has orders from DeWitt to occupy PRI3IL0FF 
and will advise me when to supply escorts and length of time 
they will be required. My present orders obligate all my 
surface forces in FIREPLACE operations as stated in reference. 
DeWitt has never asked me whether or not local naval forces 
are prepared to support PRIBIL0FF move. When PRI3IL0FF 
fighter strip is installed DeWitt apparently expects fighting 
planes stationed there without again consulting me although I 
command Alaskan air forces. I am in effect being ordered by 
DeWitt to take certain action although in no way subject to 
his command. Shall take no action nor reoly to Buckner until 
I have your directive in premises. 

07 0452 Gomsonac to BOISE, MacDONCUGH. and various others. 


Handle as most secret. A screening and attack force 
designated Task Force 64 is hereby established composed 
initially as follows "• Rear Admiral Wright in MINNEAPOLIS 
Task Force Commander with BOISE HKNZS LEADDER DESDIV 22 FARRA- 
OUT and MacDONCUGH. Task Force 64 assigned temporarily to 
Gomtaskfor 62 for operational control, units now at BLEACHER 
to act as escort for transport movement from BLEACHER to 
BUTTON as directed by Comtaskfor 62. BOISE and LEANDER will 
join Task Force 64 at BUTTON. Comtaskforce 62 and LEANDER 
have for action Comtaskfor 18 for Info. 

07 1150 C0MNOPAC to C0MITTCH. CINCPAC. COMSOWEGPAG. Mac Arthur. 

GTF~62. 11. 17. 63. 16. 

Operations 7th. Handle as most secret. On 6th 2 PBYs at¬ 
tacked serial 43 lat 05 south long 163-50 east getting hits 
but no visiDie damage. B-l? attacked serial 43 on 6th at 
latitude 07-30 south long 157-40 east. Many hits but -Jap 
escaped in rain squall. 11 SBDs escorted by 6 fighters 
bombed installations and buildings south side OIZ0 harbor 
6th. Serious damage caused. No ships or planes seen. No 
AA. Reconnaissance shows 36 Jap landing boats were sunk 
SAN JORGE Island and CAPE ESPSRANCE in attacks previously 
reported. During 6th and 7th Task Force 17 attacked 3 enemy 
SS’S. Results twice promising one negative. 
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September (GOT) 


07 2305 CINCPAC to CO?,I 12 Info COI ITTCH. 

Most Secret. For Admiral Niraitz only. During 6 th and 7 th 
TF 17 attacked 3 enemy subs vicinity 13-20 south 162-40 
east results 2 promising 1 negative. 11 SID with 6 VF at¬ 
tacked installations and buildings 0170 causincr serious 
damage 2 SBD lost in storm failed to return. No ships or 
planes seen and no AA. 36 lap landing boats destroyed NY/ 
coast GUADALCANAL in previously reported attack. Para. 

TF 64 Rear Admiral Wright MINNEAPOLIS BOISE LEANDER Desdiv 
22 FAHRAGUT MacDONQUGH established as screening and attack 
force under Turner. Para. Ghormley requests establishment 
advance supply base WHITE POPPY. Has moved 3owman and staff 
to POPPY and requests additional personnel for AUCKLAND. 

SOUTH DAI/OTA hit uncharted 35 foot pinnacle off entrance LAKE 
channel 5.5 miles bearing 321 from MALINOA light. Damage 
to fuel oil and reserve feed tanks estimated time in dry 
dock for repairs 2 weeks. Because of possible speed re¬ 
duction to 20 knots Gho.-mley recommends her coning to ’NSARL 
which have approved. Para. 450 prisoners enroute LONGBOW 
in ZEILIN. CG CACTUS reports 600 casualties to date 
requests early replacement program. Para. Sub reconnais¬ 
sance results NAURU positively occupied by Japs land planes 
there. OCEAN negative. No shipping either place. Para. 
Theobald is unloading 1200 tons daily at FIREPLACE completion 
first chase about September 13th. Urges CG ALASKA push 
fighter field project ATKA now for completion 00 th same 
time . 

08 114G COMSOPAC TO COI.ilNCH CTF 62 ,G3.64.11.17.10 CINCPAC . COI.ISOWESPAC 

Handle as most secret. Operations 8 th. In attack on GIZO 
6 th 2 SBD’S lost in storm on return trip. B-17 which 
attacked serial 43 6 th had 1 engine and upper turret put 
out of action but continued search on 3 engines and strafed 
Jap landing boats south end ISABEL Island. Enemy SS was 
attacked by patrol plane 7th lat 07-12 south long 165-14 . 
East with bombs and mg. Did not dive but returned with 
AA. No damage. In view probable attack tonight 8 th by 
1 Jap CL 10 DDs, fuller and Bellatrix directred stop un¬ 
loading GUADALCANAL proceed to eastward through Lengo 
Channel. 
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SEPT GOT 
06 2210 


03 1736 


08 2237 




COKCrEK ALASKAN DEFENSE to CGMALSEC 

C0EAL3EC t'd on to COMINCH, CINCPAC 

Since sending my 060250 received following from GG WBC 
begin received message from CTP 3 outlining his object¬ 
ions to garrisoning PRIBILOFS which Admiral Nimitz con¬ 
curred in. If you (Buckner) agree with Hieobald and 
CinCPac movement to Pribiloffs will be can celled MOSES 
POINT garrison going to ATKA as previously planned end 
paraphrase. I replied to Dewitt saying would not occupy 
PRIBILOFFS at this time but would send MOSES POINT gar-" 
rison to ATKA. At later date contonplate sending gar¬ 
rison St. PAUL. 

CINCPAC to COL!SO?AC info CCkSO'VLSPAC . CIaCPaO-CCMINCH ADMIN ) 

hake ready to turn over to MacArtbur one regiment of 
3 crnbat teams of experienced amphibious troops plus 
quota of auxiliary troops and 1 division of combat 
loaded transports with attached AK. Leary pass to 
KacArthur. This at direction of Coninch who is with 
me. Cominch headquarters pass to Army Chief of Staff. 

COMINCH to CINCPAC. CCMSCPAC info COLISOWBSPAC 

Handle with utmost secrecy. Following from War Department 
is forv/arded for information: War Department records 
show Army planes in central and south pacific under iiimitz 
control as of September 2nd as follows Heavy bombers on 
hand 75, enroute or being prepared 44 of which 6 are 
enroute SoWesPac. Medium bombers on hand 24, enroute or 
being prepared 11. Plight bombers 7 on hand. Fighters 
on hand 270, enroute or being prepared 202 of which 30 
are being transferred from Australia. Para 2. 

Replacements set up for October are 12 heavy borbers, 

15 medium, 44 fighters. Para 3. 

War department considers that it is not possible to move 
3 hort range aircraft from United States to GUADALCANAL 
in time to meet present requirements there. Para 4. 

The ?-40 type is considered by War Dept, as apparently 
suitable for use against Japanese types. Para 5. 

Above information subsequent to and supersedes Parts 2 
and 3 Cominch 271320. 
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CQLSGPaC to CCMIKCH. CINCPAC, CTF 62.17.18.11.64.63.etc . 

Operations 9th. Handle as most secret. 0100 (-11) 9th 
TULAGI shelled by 1 hostile surface craft. Ho damage. 
Convoy unloading TULAGI bombed 1900 (-11) 8th and again 
1140 (-11) 9th by 26 bombers which apparently also 
dropped bombs TASIKBOKO. ' Hear misses but no damage our 
ships. Our raiders and paratroops landed TAIVU POINT, 
GUADALCANAL daybreak 8th striking enemy position. After 
some skirmishing Japs withdrew to Southwest leaving large 
amounts food ammunition 4 75mm guns 1 S^mm gun consider¬ 
able radio equipment at least 27 dead Japanese. Village 
of TASIMEOKO was burned. Narine casualties 2 dead 4 
wounded. Planes supported operation throughou by bombing 
and strafing enemy positions. Our troops withdrew before 
dark. Estimate that enemy had a reinforced Battalion of 
not less than 1000 in area. Documentary evidence cap¬ 
tured not yet examined. 
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Sentember (GCT) 

09 1016 COMSOPAC to TF 18.17.62.64,11.63 & Info comds concerned. 

Handle as most secret. This is part 1 of 2 part dispatch. 
OpPlan 3-42. Task Organization of (A) Task Force 6l, SoPac 
striking force, Rear Admiral Noyes consists of Task Force 
17 and Task Force 18 (B) Task Force 62, SoPac Amphibious 
Force plus 5 DNS’s. Reneat of Minron 1 Rear Admiral Turner 

(C) Task Force 63, Air Scouting and attack force Rear 
Admiral McCain consists of SoPac area aircraft and tenders 

(D) Task Force 64, screening and attack force Rear Admiral 
Wright as initially constituted in my 070452. Para 1. 

Enemy action and changes in the situation since August 27 
have necessitated regrouoing of certain Task Forces and 

a modification in the general concept expressed in mydis 
271026 of August. Since our seizure of CACTUS - RINGBOLT 
the enemy has attacked regularly by air and conducted night 
raids by surface forces. On two occasions approaches jy 
hostile transports have been turned back. A hostile land¬ 
ing attack in force has not developed out remains a strong 
possibility. Para 2. This force, by a combination of our 
shore based aircraft, carrier aircraft, surface vessels and 
defending troops, will (A) Defend and strengthen the CACTUS- 
RINGBOLT position and existing bases and (B) Destroy prom¬ 
ising enemy targets when they anpear while remaining in 
readiness to prevent a landing in force. Comgensopac has 
by hand. Leary pass to MacArthur. 

09 1018 This is part 2 of above. 

This is part 2 of my 091016. Most Secret. Para 3. Afirm. 
Sopac striking force operate generally south of latitude 12. 
Destroy promising targets wherever located in order of prior¬ 
ity carriers transports battleships cruisers destroyers ship- 
ning. Freedom of movement this force as may be required by 
presence of enemy submarines and other vessels not limited 
by general instructions herein given. Baker. Amnhibious 
Force defend and strengthen CACTUS-RINGBOLT nositions and 
expedite development of airfield CACTUS, mop uo adjacent 
enemy outnosts, nrepare to occuny APRICOT on further directive, 
maintain the flow of sunnlies. Cast. Air Scouting and At¬ 
tack Force continue search designed f’or timely location of 
the annroach of enemy in force, gain control of the air over 
CACTUS-RINGBOLT, destroy enemy ships located. Dog. Screen¬ 
ing and attack force operate in supoort of other task forces 
as directed but initially under operational control of CTF 
62. Para XRay. Task groups will be assigned to various 
forces for the accomnlishment of special operations as the 
need occurs. In carrying out this plan which leaves much to 
the initiative of Task Force Commanders keep in mind that 
there is no quicker means to ultimate victory than the sink¬ 
ing of enemy ships. Para 5. Communications accordance Pac 
70 and other special arrangement. All Taskforcoms CACTUS 


(Continued on next page) 
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September (OCT) 

09 1018 CCMSOPAC (Continued) 

and other newly established land forces initially on Task- 
forcoms frenuency. This nlan cancels the directives con¬ 
tained in my dis 271026 of August and my dis 030736 of 
September and is effective on signal. 

10 0255 COHSOPAC to JTF 64.61.63.62. 17.18. Info C0MIUCU. CINCPAU . 

COLGENrCPAO. 


Enemy information additional that given para 1 my Op Plan 
3-42 follows: indications of strong landing force sailing 
from TRUK on 9th for CACTUS via BUKA. Can arrive CACTUS 
area by 12th. Ultra. 1 CV and several DDs only naval units 
thus far associated this move. 7 XCV’s ana CV’s excluding 
one damaged strongly indicated as in or close to TRUK, some 
possioly further south. Believe 4 available for task forces. 
Other 3 ferrying, REKATA Bay believed either in use as sea¬ 
plane base or detachment there to service planes which may 
arrive during pending operations. Comairsopac pass to Ctol- 
gen CACTUS verbally by pilot first opportunity. Comgensopac 
has by hand. 

10 1156 C0MS0PA0 to COMINCH info CINCPAC. COMGENSOPAC. 

Handle as most secret. Your 08237. Situation SOLOMONS not 
viewed as transitory. Anticipate intensive air action for 
months to come and movement of fighters from United States 
to this area should be continuous. Suitability is relative. 
Unquestionably the high altitude performance of P-38’s and P- 
48*s make the more suitable than any of the P-39 or P-40 
series. Will make maximum possible use Army fighters of 
whatever type available this area. Of P-40 series the P-40L 
with V1650- 1 engine considered best. Although War De;* states 
that the P-40 type is considered as apparently suitable for 
use against Jap types there are no P-46*s this area or 
enroute except a few P-40 E-l at BLEACHER. Refer Harmons 
despatch to Marshall of Sept 8 Comairsopac 310402 and my 
270226 Aug and 020400 Sept. 









September (GCT) 

11 0516 CCHSOPAC to CINCPAC Info COMINCH. 


Handle as most secret. Situation as I view it today ex¬ 
tremely critical. Ultra information indicates enemy Naval 
Military forces in superior strength in TRUY SOLOMONS PLAU 
area. Same source indicates powerful effort against CACTUS 
area. Pain has reduced efficiency CACTUS field to point where 
several planes crashed in take off. We hope hostile attack 
will find us with dry field. Marston mats being moved to 
CACTUS slowly. Even with mats it may be necessary, judging 
from experience other fields, to rebuild field laying a firm 
base although information lacking this respect. Turner en- 
route CACTUS today for first hand information. Food situation 
CACTUS not good. Cur transportation problem increases stead¬ 
ily as Laps perfect their olockade methods. Becoming increas- 
ingly apparent that ships can remain in area only during day¬ 
light and then unloading frequently interrupted by air raids. 
Sooner or later we are bound to lose some of our valuaole 
AK’s on this duty. Hue to operational and combat losses our 
effective air strength CACTUS yesterday was 11 F4F4’s 22 SBD's 
3 P400's. Arrival plane reinforcements this area as we see 
it: 58 single engine Army fighters in TILERY and WHIPPLE 

20 pilot replacements, 12 Navy PBY5A’s from central pacific 
if replaced from T J S but positive information lacking, 19 
Marine F4F4’s and 19 Marine S3D3's in HAMM0NDSP0RT, 21 Marine 
F4F4 's and 12 Marine SBD3»s in COPAHEE. Difficulty landing 
planes from ship to field but expect to find a way. Due 
reduction in our carrier strength their relative effectiveness 
as a striking force has been greatly reduced. Great free¬ 
dom of action must be allowed Task Force Commanders in order 
to get better than an even exchange of losses. Due to this 
lack of effective striking force, threat of hostile attack in 
great strength, and Lap infiltrations in unknown strength am 
planning to employ 7th Marines to augment strength CACTUS , 
however this can oe done in time ohly if hostile attack de¬ 
layed beyond date now anticipated. Referring Cincpac 081736 
relative having experienced amphibious troops ready to turn 
over to MacARTHUR, it appears at present time that only 
regiment is 8th Marines which will be ready about 1 October. 

11 1320 C0MS0PAC to COMINCH. CTF 61.62.63.64.CINCPAC . C0NS0;7KSPAC . UacA. 

Operations 11th. Handle as most secret. PBY on patrol 10th 
lat 05-30 south Long 162-52 east attacked serial 43. Some hits 
but no apparent damage. At 0015 and again at 0130 L (-11) 10th 
hostile DD shelled TULAGI harbor. Hit and destroyed YP previous¬ 
ly damaged. Our SBD’s bombed sceened village vicinity VISALE 
GUADALCANAL believed occupied by Japs. At 1225 L (-11) 10th 
27 twin engin bombers dropped bombs on position GUADALCANAL. 

11 killed 14 wounded. Attacked by F4F4's. 4 bombers shot 

down. Our losses 1 fighter missing 1 badly damaged. 24 F4F4 
to fly SANTO to GUADALCANAL today 11th patrol plane 1053 L 
(-11) 11th after reporting 1 DD and 1 AK lat 02-05 south long 
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11 1320 OOMSOPAC (Continued). 


long 160-40 east in vicinity was attacked by enemy plane type 
unknown and was apparently shot down. Presence enemy carrier 
that vicinity a possibility. 

09 2300 COMAMPHFORSOPAC 70 C0MSGP...C INFO CINCPAC COM INC II 







Treat as ultra secret to be decoded only by adee. T> E only 
experienced amphibious troops in Sopac are those in Cactus 
and it_ is impracticable to withdraw them para 7th regiment 
left the east coast in March and has since engaged in 
establishing a garrison defense in straw. The last time it 
received. Amphibious training was in August 1941 and presum¬ 
ably it has received little field training in 5%raw. There¬ 
fore it is not ready for amphibious combat. It can be made 
ready for a comparatively simple landing such as Taivu Point 
in 1 week, and can probably be placed in a reasonable state 
of effectiveness to face real opposition in.about 1 months 
uninterrupted amphibious and field training. The 7th regiment 
has no amphibious tractors and no antiaircraft elements para 
C'resent City Hayes Adams Jackson Alchiba now carrying this 
regiment probably require considerable reloading of cargo to 
meet combat conditions. Alchiba should have services of 
Whitney to repair generator for about 1 week. Otherwise 
vessels are available para while not required by your 082140 
I respectfully invite attention to the present insecure posi¬ 
tion of Cactus and Kingbolt. Adequate air and naval strength 
have not been made available to ensure their security, and 
in the absence of these forces much greater dependence must 
be placed on troop defense. Vandergrift consistently has 
urged he be reenforced at once by at least 1 more regiment 
as essential to clearing enemy out of north Guadalcanal and 
I concur. In addition it is essential that v/e occupy Ndeni 
as soon as possible and establish numerous outposts in other 
positions if we are to have a reasonable expectation of 
bringing the southeast Solomons under a firm control which 
is the prerequisite for any successful offensive against the 
enemy in the Rabaul-Bougatnville region either from here or 
Australia. This will require more troops that we have or 
have in prospect. 


11 2130 CTF-3 TO CINCPAC 






Most secret. Contaskfor 8 reports progress of Fireplace. 

3 transports 1 cargo vessel and 15 barges unloaded. 2 more 
cargo vessels will be unloaded in about 2 days. This will 
complete phase 1 and task 1 of project. 4th"transport de¬ 
parting Kodiak for Fireplace about 12 September. 2nd convoy 
barges left Chernofski on 10th. Next ship convoy leaves 
Chernofski 17th for fireplace with 1 transport scheduled 
for cavern. Army has constructed flying field by draining 
Sweeper Creek reports 9000 feet long and average width 500 











4as J? tf ?r • 

.September (GGT) 


11 2130 (Continued) 

hard sand. First place E 10 pilot Colonel Eareckson landed 
yesterday 10th reports field best in Alaska. P 38s being 
sent fire pice today to base and operate from there. Believe 
movement still not known to enemy. 

12 0313 CIIICPAC TC CGMIHCH IFFO C0M5CPAC 



In view of Ghormleys 11051C I consider his plan to use 
3th Marines if necessary to reinforce MacArthur is best 
that can be done under the circumstances. 

12 0330 CCr,-AMPIiOnSOPf.C TO CCM30PAC IliFO CTF 61.62. £3 CIFCPAC COMINCH 

.Ultra secret. From Comanphorsopac. Personal reconnaissance 
and a careful review of situation with Comgen 1st Mardiv 
confirms opinion expressed my 032300 that at least 1 more 
regiment is essential to defense Cactus now. Vanlergrift 
and I agree that control of north coastal plain requires 
dispersed strong points with troops and coastal antiaircraft 
artillery and additional airfields, but snvlly immediate 
threat shown your 100255 air confirmation by Opnav are of 
opinion Kukum should be reinforced at once para urgently 
recommend approval my departure from Button for Cactus 
morning of 14th local with MeCawley transdiv 2 7th Marines 
Task Force 64 covered and supported by Task Force 61 and 63. 
7th Marines will disembark tc east of Tenaru River. CJW 
front will be CI.ILU para later deployment will depend on 
- developments. 

12 1241 CCMSOPAO TO OOHIIiCH CIFCPaC COMS’VPACFOR e tc. 

Operations 12th. Handle as most secret. 1240 L (-11) 11th 
26 bombers covered by zeros bombed Guadalcanal. 6 killed 

29 Wounded. 1 P-400 burned 1 F4F badly damaged. 6 bombers 
1 zero shot down. 1 F4F lost pilot reco area. B-l? on 
photo mission over Guadalcanal 1300 L (-11) 11th shot dov/n 
4 zero. 1200 M (-12) 11th SBD’S attacked'Gizo with 8 500 
pound bombs. Biiildin^s destroyed. Strafed and sank small 
boat near Gizo on return trip. At 1330 L (-11) 11th 11 
SBD’S went to attack cruiser 2 DDs tearing 300 from Guadal¬ 
canal. Contact made but no hits due low celling. At 0217 L 
(-11) 12th Mackinac in Graciosa Bay Melon i Island was shelled 
by presumed 33. 6 Shots no damage. Ghormley sends. 

Carpender pas3 to HacArthur. 
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13 0540 COMSOPAC to OTF 6l. 62. 63. 64. Info OOUINCH. CINCPAC . 


Most Secret. Execute reinforcement CACTUS proposed by 
Comamphibsopac 120530 subject to following directives. 

Close air coverage of CACTUS area b3'- CACTUS based planes. 

Task force 61 support operation by destroying threatening 
hostile vessels with special attention hostile carriers. 

Task Force 63 intensify search operations with due regard 
physical and material limitations. Task Force 64 under 
operational control of Task Force 62. Comsopac OnPlan 3-42 . 
remains in effect. 


14 0133 CTF 63 to CTF 61 Info COMSOPAC. 

Ref your msg to me via patrol plane reruesting info 
Turners plan. Turner departed 0600 L (-11) today Monday 
to arrive 0500 L (-11) 16th off Tenaur Point CACTUS. Route 
via east and north SUTTON south and west SAN CRISTOBAL 
east and north CACTUS. Task Force 64 operates within 100 
miles to westward transports until rendezvous lat 11-20 
long 161-50 at 1600 L (-11) 15th. Ilis force will land 
7th Marines between TEITARU and block 4 rivers CACTUS com¬ 
pleting operation by 2000 L (-11) 16th. Above from his 
Oplan A15-42 of 13 September. Aircraft on CACTUS will 
provide close coverage this force and at moment are suf¬ 
ficient this purpose. You and I to support operation as 
indicated Comsopac 130540. 

12 0544 COMSOPAC T O CCMINCH IUFO CIHCPAC CTF 61 CTF 17 BUAER 


Follov/ing i3 encipherment Comgen Cactu3 mailgram 050600. 
Action Comsopac info Comairsopac and Comtasl-rfor 62. 

"Your 300259 oince installation 90mn antiaircraft Jap 
bombing operations conducted from 24 to 27,000 feet. 
P-400's service ceiling precludes their use for inter¬ 
ception at these altitudes. In fighter combat at lower 
altitudes they cannot turn with zeros due heavy wing 
loading. F4F4's able fight or intercept altitudes up 
to 30,000 feet. In combat with zeros here they have 
proven equally maneuverable and superior in fire power. 
Zeros arrive here with heavy gas load and avoid full 
throttle maneuvers. This factor increases apparent 
superior performance of F4F4 , s". 
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14 1350 COLIS OP AC TO COKIKCH CIKCPAC COh'S0UE5PACFQR MACARTHUR etc. 













15 0039 


Operations 14th. Handle as most secret. Iiekata 3av 
13th E-17 on patrol attacked 4 serial 33 * s on water”. 

1 burned 1 damaged. Sane plane attacked by 2 serial 33’s 
in air believe 1 shot' down. Sowespacfor S3 reports 
oelieves sank enemy CL 2 Sept off Savo Island. Curing 
night of 12th-13th and,during 13th Guadalcanal under 
continuous attack including night bombardment by at 
least 1 cruiser and 4 DCs both TULAGI and GUADALCANAL, 
probable landings west of Taivu Point and active 
patrolling in or near our positions. Some casualties 
.and light damage from naval gunfire. Eire returned of 
our 5 inch. 1 enemy ship believed hit. Enemy main¬ 
tained continuous air patrol over area until dawn. 

051D 1 (-11) 13th plane formation reported approaching 
Guadalcanal from northwest. Our olane3 took*off but 
enemy turned back. 1020 L 13th 2C zero's over Guadal¬ 
canal engaged by 2B Grummans. 1335 L 2C twin engine 
bombers covered by Zero's intercepted by 20 Grumman3 
caused bombers to Jettison bombs 15 miles a wav,. 1730 
Ll3th 2 single float planes shot down 1 SgD.” Enemy 
air losses 4 zeros 4 bombers. 2 Grummans erased 2 
missing. On ground our losses 4 killed 12 wounded. 

Jap losses exceeded 40. Enemy’ force consisting 3 BBs 
4 cruisers, 4 DDs, 1 A? sighted 1030 L 14th lat 7-40 S 
long 163-50 east course 140. "/as attacked at 1515 L 
by 9 B-17s. First report states 2 hits 4 near misses. 
Another hostile force 1 GV, 3 cruisers, 4 DDs reported 
lat 06-30 south long 1G4-Iy east at 1140 L 14th course 
160. Throughout day Guadalcanal attacked by enemy 
ground forces all sectors. Last report states situa¬ 
tion satisfactory. 3rd ’Battalion 2nd Marines shifted 
from Tulsgi to Guadalcanal. Usual daily bombing raid 
14th was by 26 twin engine bombers. At”0930 L 4 zeros 
on floats approached field and were destroyed by VF 5 
pilots. 25 land zeros 3 Fokkewulff bombers over field 
at 1340 1 zero 1 bomber shot dovm. 12 single engine 
land planes delivered bombing attack at 1830 L 14th. 
Todays attack believed to indicate heavy bombers being 
saved for special mission. 

C7F-8 TO CINCPAC 


Longview with bomber and fighter field is key of 
further Aleutian operation but it stands alone 330 
miles from Happylark the nearest supporting oosition 
of strenrth. Securely held it is springboard of our 
future offensive and safeguard against further enemy 
advance. Its loss would at once give enemy staging 
land fields as far east as Cavern whose capture would 
inevitably follow that of Longview. This would create 
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150039 (Continued) 

immediate enduring threat to Kappylark and Whirlaway. 
Recognize defense of Longview is Army job but is matter 
of serious concern to Navy as all operations in this 
area must be joint. In long period of low visability 
so frequent here or if our comparatively weak offensive 
air forces should be neutralized, mobile ground defense 
must be strong enough to garantee to U.S. security of 
this base. Reenforcement after an enemy attack is launched 
would be extremely difficult if not impossible. Consider 
full strength triangular division plus specialized units 
with strong tank support in addition and*decided early 
reenforcement of Army Alaskan offensive air forces is 
essential. Present plans a3 new known to be provide by 
end of October mobile ground troops of approximately one 
third this infantry and artillery strength and no tanks. 

Am of opinion that even these forces are arriving at 
Longview at a rate which is endangering operation as 
planned by neglecting consideration of time factor so 
essential to success despite the favorable start which 
apparent lack of enemy observation and consequent enter¬ 
prise has permitted to date. The last troop echelons 
arrive the end of October. 

15 0929 CTF-17 TO QCK30PAC INFO CINCPAC COHINCH etc. 


Handle with utmost secrecy. At 1440 WASP torpedoes lat 
12-32 long 104-15 burning fiercely. Believe casualties 
heavy. From TBS intercepted partial report from Duncan 
tc Juneau that Captain .and Admiral were on bridge of 
WASP when bridge blew up. TF-19 remaining with WASP. 

North Carolina received one torpedo hit frame number 60 
port at 1452. Is with me and can make 24 knots. OBrien 
received one torpedo hit damage local he can make 15 
knots. Ordered to Button. At 1730 in lat 12-43 165-03 
course 085 speed advance 10. Win continue on present 
course until 0700 local tomorrow then 145 T. Am sending 
15 SBD to Button to make room for recovery .Wasp aircraft. 
From CTF-17 passed by Comalrsopac. 

300TT TO 0B0RI.XFY INFO MCCAIN MURRAY TURNER. 

Handle with utmost secrecy. Necessary to destroy Wasp 
completing destruction about 200 fi (-12) 15th. Have lost 
touch with Hurray. Unable to entirely break his 150929. 
Request rendezvoiis he designated. This from Scott to 
Ghormley info McCain Surrey Turner. Have assumed temporary 
command will arrive 25 miles north Lspiritu Santo at 1700 
T.T (-12) 10th. Will send in plane to make arrangements 
land badly, wounded from DDs. Request instructions other 
survivors. Total number not known but in 5 DDs. Loss of 
life believed small. Noyes and Sherman in Farenholt 
apparently good qhape. 




15 1255 


879 








- 330R aC __ 
September (GOT) 


16 1220 C01.:S0PAC to COHSWPAC. CTF 62.63.61.17.64. CONLUCH. CI1TCPAC. 

Operations 16th. Handle as most secret. 15th 2 B-17's 
bombed enemy base RUKATA Bay started fires. Light AA at 
1000 Love (-11) 16th 13 SBD*s and 5 TBF's attacked 3 enemy 
CL T s 4 HD’s lat 07-37 south long 156-55 east. 1 torpedo 
hit on CL. l bomb hit 2 near misses on 2nd CL. 37 eneraj' - 
land planes approached to within 100 miles GUADALCANAL 
bearing 290 but turned back at 1200 love (-11) loth. 

Ghormley sends. Carpender pass to MacArthur. 

17 1216 CCTISOPAC to Cominoh. CINCPAC. COMSOV/ESPAC. CTF 17.62. etc. 

Operations 17th. Handle as most secret. 16th 2 B-17’s 
bombed dock area GIZO. No shins present. 1 B-17 strafed 
shore installations RAKATA Bay 1 enemy plane on beach. 

On GUADALCANAL 16th active patrolling continued by 
Narines. Only 1 light contact. Enemy troops there ap¬ 
pear be awaiting reinforcements. 14 BBD’s bombed 1 CA 
believed KAKO class and ? PD’s at 1750 (-11) 16th Lat 
08-07 south Long 150 east. No hits. Several near misses. 

’ Ships continued on course 120. 

18 12 31 GHOHMILY to 0 INC BAG. OOHINCII. COMSY.TAC. etc. 

. Operations 18th. Handle as most secret. 17th 3-17 

bombed ships GIZO at 0355 Love (-11). Nil hits. Another 
3-17 bombed shore installations GIZO at 1110. No ships 
present. 3-17 bombed shore installations REKATA Bay. Result 
undetermined. From GUADALCANAL four planes made-inef¬ 
fective attack on two enemy CA’s lat 07-50 south long 157- 
30 east at 1810 love 17th. Active patrolling continued 
by Marines at GUADALCANAL. Several contacts with enemy 
patrols to south of position. Ghormley sends. Carpenter 
pass to MacArthur. Task force 65 began landing 7th 
marines reinforced at 0600 love 18th at GUADALCANAL. No 
hostile activity air or ground up to 1835 love 18th. 

18 1140 CO! ro 0?AC to CINCPAC info OOMINCK. 

Handle as most secret. Brief summary CO Y/A. 8 P preliminary 
report. Y/hile covering movements TF 65 enroute CACTUS 
YJANP had just finished launching 200 mile afternoon search 
and was turning to base course when at about 1444 mike (- 12 ) 
15 th 3 torpedoes sighted close aboard 3 points forward 
starboard beam 4th torpedo passed ahead. Two hits well 
below water line between bow and cridge. Third torpedo 
broached then submerged and hit close to surface 50 to 75 
feet forward, bridge. All hits vicinity gasoline tanks 
and magazines. 45 planes lost with shin. Bad fires below 
decks and in hangers. Starting immediately with torpedo WU n 
continuous explosion ready ammunition particularly noted.BoU 
About 1505 M severe internal explosions followed shortly 
by severe explosion in hangar. °evere fire throughout shin. 
Y/ASP finally destroyed by torpedoes. Comsopac sends. 













3K?iT.::nin (got) 

is 2200 cckincu to cincpag i::fo cq::scpao comsoatspac kacartiiur 

Threat as ultra secret. MacArthurs G508 to Marshall 
quote in case the enemy launches a sea air and land, 
attack at New Guinea what assistance may I expect from 
the Pacific Fleet. The naval forces at my disposal 
are minor in strength, practically half were lost or 
seriously damaged in the Solomons operations, and my 
air and ground troops are entirely inadequate to meet 
a balanced attack from the enemy comprising large sea 
elements. In my C3G7 August 28 I suggested that the 
naval force under Admiral Ghormley include in its 
mission the covering of the southeastern tip of New 
Guinea but this was disapproved both by him and by 
Admiral Ninitz. It is absolutely essential that I be 
informed as to what the Navy contemplates in case of 
a seaborne attack on New Guinea so that I can plan 
accordingly. I regard the potential situation with 
the gravest concern unquote. Comment. Carpender pass 
to MacArthur. 

20 1240 JOITSOPAC to COMINCII. CINCPAC. OOIiSWPAC. CTF 17 62 63 64. etc . 

Operations 20th. Handle as most secret. Estimated 4 DD*s 
bombarded GUADALCANAL from 2400 to 0100 L (-11) 19th. 2 

killed 2 wounded. Jap ground patrol was wiped out in only 
contact 19th. 19th 3-17 bombed A0C0 area GIZ0. B-17 
bombed another strafed REKATA Bay. 7 enemy killed in 
moaning up operations FLORIDA Island 20th. P-400’s bombed 

and strafed near EfPERANCE. Indications there that con¬ 
siderable enemy stores destroyed in strafing of 17th. 6 

SBD 6 Grunmans attacked shore installations REKATA 3ay 
20th. No afirra no shins no nlanes. Carpender pass to 
MacArthur. 



20 1542 00MIN0H to Cl NOP AC Info CG'TOPAC. 

Utmost secrecy. Desire early detailed report of tactical 
situations existing at the times of recent successful Jap¬ 
anese submarine attacks. It is ob' ious that nrotracted 
operations of our task forces on a strategically static 
bases in submarine infested waters is proving increas¬ 
ingly hazardous. The determination of escort require¬ 
ments as demonstrated by tactical experience, particularly 
for carrier onerations, has an innortant bearing on other 
operations in prospect and on the destri )ution of destroy¬ 
ers. 


Vv 
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20 0145 CINCPAC to SCNINUH. Info to 00~ 'SO PAG. COMSOWErPAC. Mac ARTHUR. 

Tour 182200. Retention our present holdings in SOLOMONS 
and NEW GUINEA vital to success future offensive operations. 

If enemy uses transports under naval escort or covering 
force to make attack from seaward against MORESBY consider 
this should afford Ghormley onnortunity to attack enemy 
expedition. Success of such attack would denend unon timeli¬ 
ness and accuracy of information of enemy obtained by SOViTESPAQ 
air reconnaissance cma relative strength of enemy naval 
forces involved.and losses inflicted by SOWESPAC” air at¬ 
tacks. Until direction of enemy movement has been definitely 
determined to be against MORESBY with no concurrent attempt 
on GUADALCANAL consider present conditions make first duty 
of Sopac Naval Forces protection of GUADALCANAL and its 
communications from attack while it is ^eing consolidated. 
Later best employment would orooaoly be to cover our ex¬ 
pansion along SOLOMONS when it is undertaken. If we can 
maintain sufficient pressure in SOLOMONS I oelieve this will 
prevent landing attack in force against MORESBY particularly 
if allied aircraft based in NEW GUINEA remain active. 

20 1322 C0MS0PAC to CTF 17 Info CINCPAC. CTF 18.62.63.64 COMSOWSSPAG .. 
I0L3ATDI7~irr 

Handle as most secret. Mission to support withdrawal task 
force 65 completed. Pending arrangements for task force 
reorganization the carrier task force with attached units 
will operate in the retired area defined )elow prepared for 
offensive action ap-ainst suitable enemy tar-ets located within 
striking distance. Operate in general area bounded by 
latitude narallel 13 and 20 decrees south meridians 165 and 
177 east. Avoid direct routes POPPY - BUTTON and ^OPPY - 
FANTAN insofar as practicable. Rendezvous for task force 
units now at UNITE -> 0 7r ?Y and Task Force 64 units from BUTTON 
to join you will be designated later in order effect re¬ 
organization of task forces in accordance with instructions 
to be issued. 


LJ 
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20 2100 



CTF-Q to CG ALASKAN DEF INFO COMINCH CINCPAC 




O 


20 2147 



21 0730 


I gathered from our conference yesterday that Alaska 
Army Air Forces should be somewhat Increased especially 
the B-25 for use as torpedo planes with eventual number 
of latter type set at 3 squadrons or 43 planes In full 
operation. Butler now reports that your Chief of Staff 
told him air force strength would remain unchanged 
until completion Fireplace operations. Thereafter 
Alaska air forces would be reduced as follows: Fighters 
from 6 squadrons to 4, loss 50 planes. Medium bombers 
from 3 squadrons to 2 and 13 operating planes per 
squadron, 26 crews total. This would give 26 operat¬ 
ing medium bombers and Q spare planes. Heavy bombers 
cut from 3 to 2 squadrons loss 8 planes. Also losing 
the medium bombers used for coastal patrol on eastern 
Gulf of Alaska. My 150039 stated that Fireplace re¬ 
quired permanent increase Alaska air forces. Consider 
minimum requirements of planes in full operations for 
Alaskan air forces are following: Heavies 32 and 
mediums 48, fighters 150 with 13 old mediums for 
coastal patrol with adqquate spare planes of each 
type to permit overhaul and repair. 

COKSOPAC T'O CQf.IINCH 

Your 201322. Desire consideration be given anchoring 
carrier task and other covering and striking forces 
at White Poppy or other protected anchorages except 
when employed for specific tasks. This will decrease 
hazard from subs conserve fuel save wear and tear and 
give air groups better chance to train. Request re¬ 
ports required by Cominch 201542 be obtained from Task 
Force Commanders remaining your area. Also your comments. 

COM3OPAC TO CINCPAC INFO COMINCH 


21 1221 




To be handled most secretly. Your confidential letter 
32CL-42. Am I authorized retain Murray as carrier 
task force commander with Lee in Washington part of 
that force. 

CONSOPAC INFO COMINCH CINCPAC CTF 17.62.63.64.65. 

Operations for 21st. Handle as most secret. On Guadal¬ 
canal 20th during day only 1 contact along Lunga u iver 
where ground patrol killed 19 with loss 2 wounded Marines. 
At 2100 L(-ll) 20th enemy launched nuisance raid against 
forward southern strong point. Contacts continued 
throughout night. Our losses 2 killed 7 wounded. Many 
Jap dead left in wire. 2 SBD's on evening search bombed 
Gizo. At 1735 L 20th 10 SBD’s attacked enemy cruiser 
150 miles northwest Guadalcanal. 4 near misses. Believe 
some damage. Ghormley sends. Carpender pass to MacArthur. 
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22 1256 CGII30PAC to MACARTHUR. CCKINCH. CINCPAC. etc, etc. 

Operations 22nd. Handle as most secret. On GUADALCANAL 
continued patrolling but no hostile contact during day 21st. 
2345 (-11) 21st 3 SBD’s bombed and strafed 4 DDs landing 
boats vicinity CAPE ESFERANGE. No hits on DDs which left 
on Northwest course. 21st installations REKATA Bay bombed 
and strafed 3 times by single B-17's. Dock area GIZO 
bombed by 3-17. Near misses on buildings. Plane sighting 
enemy CA near FAISI proceeding slowly with long oil slick 
to Southeast indicates may have been damaged in SSD attack 
of evening 20th. 

22 1226 C0MS0PAC to GINCPAC. Info USMC. COMINCH. C0MAMPHI3F0RS0PAC, etc . 

Refer Cincpac 220035. Propose following plan for occupa¬ 
tion (a) about 4 155 guns, 4 90 mm guns, 10 50 caliber 
AA, 5 tanks with personnel and administrative units from 
5th Defense Battalion to embark WHITE POPPY. (b) 2 company 
infantry from 3rd Marines SAMOA. (c) Tender and 6 patrol 
planes from OAHU as none can be spared here. Tender also 
bring from OAHU for use 5th Defense Battalion 4 twin mount 
20 mm guns with 10 units fire. (d) Escort of about 2 
cruisers and 4 to 6 destroyers from SoPac. Units rendezvous 
near HOORN I°LANDS. (e) Occupation about 2 October zone 
M(-12). (f) Command logistic and construction responsibility 

then pass to ComGen STRAW. An ACORN too large for purpose. 
Construction personnel to part from STRAW to be replaced. 
Infantry from SAMOA to be replaced from States. Need 
immediate REELO . Above proposals subjeot minor changes as 
details are worked out. 

22 0035 CINCPAC to C0MS0PAC Info COMINCH. CG SAMOAN AREA. 

Have reason to believe enemy may move into ELLICE ISLANDS 
about October first with weakly escorted forces similar 
to his GILBERT Operations. Ultra. Consider FUNAFUTI 
should be denied immediately by Marine Force from SAMOA. 

Suggest about 900 men four 155 mrn guns 8 heavy AA one 
platoon tanks and one half special weapons group of 
defense battalion one infantry company one SCR dash 270. 

For subsequent development of defenses and airfield a 
defense battalion and an ACORN now allocated to you could 
be employed. Comment. 
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26 0826 COMSOPAC TO CTF 63. CGSSTRAW, CTG 62.6 INFO CTF-62 CINCPAC 

Handle as most secret. Comsopac sends action Comtasfor 
63 CO STRAW Comtaskgroup 62.6 Info Comtaskfor 62 Comlnch 
Clncpac only addressees decode beyond this. Comtasfor 
63 cover Fetlock operation. On dog minus three and dog 
minus two day by B-17 and Hudson search from Fantan and 
PBY search from Button. On Bog minus one day discontinue 
Hudson search and transfer PBY^s to Fetlock basing on 
destroyer tender searching enroute. On dog day conduct 
B-17 search from Fantan, PBY search from Button and 
Fetlock plus local search by SOC with B-17s from Fantan 
furnishing local fighter support. On dog plus two day 
withdraw PBY and tender from Fetlock maintaining strik¬ 
ing group of B-17s on call at Button and Fantan. Com¬ 
mander task group 62.6 transfer 4 scout planes with 
beaching gear and small stock supplies for local patrol 
at Fetlock. CG STRAW provide flight crews and small 
service detachment. Comtaskfor 63 provide moomings, 
bombs, ammunition and matting for ramp. Modifications 
in above as necessitated by circumstances authorized. 

26 1156 COMSOPAC TO CTF 63. CTF 62.6 CG STRAW INFO CINCPAC etc. 

Most secret. Comsopac sends action CTF 63 CG STRAW 
CTF 62.6 Info CTF 62 Cominch Cincpac addressees only 
decode further. Change that part of mydis 260026 re¬ 
garding transfer of cruiser planes to Fetlock as 
follows. CG STRAW furnish 4 scout seaplanes, necessary 
crews and material. Crescent City available for em¬ 
barkation material and ground personnel on not to 
delay basis. Planes to be flown to Fetlock ready 
for operation on dog plus one day. 
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24 0206 C0MS0PAC to CTF 62. 

CQklNCH. CdMcSNSQpJte 


COMA.IRSOPAC. CG SAMOAN GROUP . CINCPAC. 

. dOAirOV/SSPACFOR. kacARTtRfft. CG FANl 1 ^. 


Handle as most secret. Coragensopac has by hand. Carpender 
pass to MacARTHUR. Other than addressees decode no 
further. Task Force 62 occupy FETLOCK about 2 October with 
about 4 155-mm, 4 90mm, 5 40mm, 10 50 cal AA guns, 5 tanks 
and appropriate service and administration units of Amphib- 
force SoPac, and 2 infantry companies of 3 rd Marines. Com- 
gen STRAW direct 2 infantry companies of 3rd Marines re¬ 
port at once to Comamphibforsopac for FETLOCK operation. 

See my 231120. Details of air support later. After de¬ 
barkation and withdrawal of ships of Task Force 62 command 
and logistic responsibility for FETLOCK pass to Comgen 
STRAW, Comtaskfor 17 and 64 informed for info by another 
dispatch. 


24 1630 COMINCH to CINCPAC. COMSOPAC. Info NAS DUTCH HARBOR. 

Handle this with the greatest secrecy. Cincpac 222327 
concur your understanding that transfer Marine combat 
teams dependent on developments. Assume that you plan 
use 8 th Marine regiment to garrison NDENI. Confirm. 

Para 2. Subsequent to the arrival of the Army 43rd 
division in Sopac area desire further consideration be 
given to transfer of combat teams. Inform me your plans 
for the employment this division. Para 3 . Carpender 
pass to MacArthur. 

25 1124 COMSOPAC TO CG FANTAN AND STRAW info CINCPAC 

This is most secret. Comsopac sends. Actions Comgens 
Pantan and Straw. Info Cincpac. Communication plan for 
Fetlock occupation is contained my serial 0055E to Com¬ 
amphibforsopac with copy fifth defense battalion and 
Comgens straw and Fantan. Requires radio silence except 
for special use of coast watcher radio channel to Suva 
where Comgen Fantan reenciphers in Santa. Will be for¬ 
warded next air to Suva and Samao. Fetlock will use 
Fepek only until silence lifted then joins Straw circuit. 
Temporary call Z 6 F. 

25 1228 C0MAIRS0PAC TO COMSOPAC INFO RADM WRIGHT 

Ultra secret from Comairsopac. Agree Cincpac 242207. 
Believe 4 SOC planes sufficient. Recommend they come 
from Minneapolis Chester less crews. 4 sets beaching 
gear and small stock spare parts from same source. CG 
Straw provide flight crews small service detachment 
servicing equipment. Ballard will provide moorings, 
bombs, ammunition and Summerfeld matting for beaching 
ramp. Have conferred Radm ’’/right who has this by hand. 
Comairsopac does the sending. 886 
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27 0800 MACARTHUR to MARSHALL, info GINGPAC, COMSQPAC, COMINCH . 

Super secret from MacArthur Caroender passing. NSS pass 
to Marshall for action for info to Adm Nimitz and Adm 
Ghormley. There are growing indications that the enemy 
intends to throw large ground reinforcements into NEW 
GUINEA from the north by means of numerous small incre¬ 
ments using usual Marine infiltration technique. A 
golden opportunity is being lost by not anticipating the 
enemy through clearing the coast as far as BUNA by trained 
amnhibious combat teams operating in conjunction with 
projected enveloping movement by infantry over the trails 
of the OWEN STANLEY Mountains. Earnestly request recon¬ 
sideration of previous decision not to make available such 
forces until later developments. Small craft for landing 
and maintenance of supply are a necessary adjunct of the 
combat teams. 

29 0256 C0MS0PAC to COMINCH. Info COMSOWESPAC. CINCPAC ADMIN. 

Your 241630. Most secret. Present plan employ portion 
8th Marines initially at APRICOT. This regiment needs 
special training before it can be considered an Amphibious 
unit. Cincpac and Comsopac have conferred with General 
MacArthurs representatives. What he requires are troops 
capable of operating along northeast NEW GUINEA coast 
from medium sized shallow draft troop barges or small 
troop carriers. To use highly trained amphibious units 
on such work not economical. There are no troop oarges 
or small troop carriers of the required type in this area. 
At this time all trained amphibious units in this area 
are employed at CACTUS-RINGBOLT. The 43rd division re¬ 
quires organization and training on its arrival here. 
Tentative plans subject to change contemplate employing 
this division in garrisoning present bases to relieve 
more experienced troops for forward area. This area at 
present has no reserve. Cincpac who is with me concurs. 
Carpender pass to MacArthur. 
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01 1302 COMSOPAC TO CTF-17. 63 INFO COMINCH CINCPAC etc. 

Handle with utmost secrecy. Comsopac sends. Enemy 
Information contained in Daily Bulletins and additional 
dispatches addressed to task force commanders. Task 
Force 17 proceed to fly off position south of BUIN- 
PAISI and at sunrise dog dag attack enemy shipping that 
area with air striking force. Priority of targets car¬ 
riers, transports, other combatant types, oilers, cargo 
ships. Recover aircraft and retire to White Poppy at 
best speed consistent with fuel limitations. Comtask 
force 63 will provide B-17s to act as fighter cover from 
about 8 to 12 hours love (-11) on dog day. Comsowespac 
has been requested to provide maximum reconnaissance dog 
minus two and minus one days and to hit Kieta and Duka 
sunrise dog day with air striking force. Depart White 
Poppy fueled to capacity. Comsopac will send fleet 
oiler to rendezvous with task force enroute to White 
Poppy during retirement. Fuel available at Button. 

Dog day five October unless otherwise ordered. Car- 
pender pass to MacArthur. 
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02 0050 COMAIRSOPAC TO COMSOPAC INFO COMSWPAC CTF-17 





Most Secret. Action Comsoupac. Others cease decoding. 

To obtain full benefit B-17s operating accordance your 
011427 and in creating diversion and neutralization 
enemy aircraft at source suggest following modification 
of plan. Your 011302: Afirm Sowespac air striking force 
hit both aerodromes at Rabaul instead Buka Kleta. Baker 
Sopac B-17s hit Buka Kieta sunrise dog day thence proceed 
vicinity carrier to arrive about 0800 love (-11) and pro¬ 
vide air support according to plan until 12 hours love 
(-11). Attention invited to fact that while B-17s have 
excellent defensive qualities neither in speed,maneu¬ 
verability, diving characteristics nor positioning of 
armament does it possess capability successfully inter¬ 
cepting and carrying its gunpower offensively to attack¬ 
ing enemy aircraft. CTF-17 should thoroughly understand 
this in forming his plan of action. 


03 0244 


O 

04 0330 



COMAIRSOPAC to CTF-17 INFO COMSOPAC 

Action Comtaskfor 17 info Comsoupac. Originator Com- 
airsopac assumes that you will launch at 0500 L (minus 
11) GCT 5th in position 120 miles bearing 180 true from 
Buin and that thereafter point option moves at 20 knots 
along 135 true until 0800 L (-11). B-17 air support 
after daylight attack Buka will attempt rendezvous at 
about 0800 L (-11) on basis foregoing assumptions with 
IFF operating. B-17 caln of leader 0V40 will use call 
quote Blue Base unquote for carrier. Voice frequency 
6970 kcs. Key 4435 kcs. Will maintain radio silence 
unless called. If foregoing assumptions and arrange¬ 
ments incorrect or unsatisfactory advise by whatever 
means practicable. 

CTG 62.6 to COMSOPAC. CTF 62. CG STRAW. COMAIRSOPAC. etc . 

FETLOCK occupation completed. Handle as ultra secret. 
Taskgroup less landing unit withdrawing at 18 hours mike 
(-12) third. Pass through following points all south 
and east. 10 and 179-30. 15 and 178-30. 23 and 168. 

Will refuel destroyers to permit all vessels arrive 
NOUMEA with 20 percent fuel. Expect dissolve task group 
organization at about 14 hours mike fifth. Expect ar¬ 
rive NOUMEA cruisers and 5 destroyers afternoon 7th. Radio 
NOUMEA pass to Comsopac and Oomtaskforce 62 for action. 
Radio SAMOA pass to Comgen STRAW. Comairsopac has this 
and will pass to Comtaskforce 64. No evidence enemy 
discovery prior to departure. 
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02 2110 CTF 62 to CTG 64. 6 Info CTF 63 17 64. CINCPAC. COMINCH. 

CQKPQPAC. - 

Troops of 1st MarDiv will be transported by CACTUS boats 
from KUKTJM to KOKTTMBONA for landing: and attack about day¬ 
light October 5th. From CTF 62. Task Group 64.6 GRAYSON 
GWIN arrive off boat landing KUKUM at 4 hours L (-11) 
October 5th and emcark officers from 1st MarDiv who will 
deliver attack clan. Para. Provide gunfire support for 
landing during 5th and 6th as requested by ComGen CACTUS. 
Consistent with supporting mission exploit any favorable 
opportunity to destroy enemy surface or submarine forces 
in CACTUS area. Giving due consideration to information 
concerning location and strength enemy surface forces 
you are authorized at your discretion to retire to RING¬ 
BOLT or to eastward through LENGO CHANNEL during night 
October 5th-6th. Para. When action commences October 
5th break radio silence and inform originator your fuel 
situation. Para. On completion assigned task and not 
later than 2000 L (-11) October 6th return to BUTTON ad¬ 
vising by radio prior departure CACTUS ETA BUTTON. Com¬ 
Gen CACTUS has in another system. 
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05 1202 


06 2000 


07 0306 


COMSOPAO to CTF 64 Info CINCPAC. CTF 62. CTF 63. 

Handle as most secret. Following tasks are in prospect 
for Task Force 64 during period 7-27 October. (a) Pro¬ 
vide escort for COPAHEE to fly off point and return. This 
movement under operational control of Commander Task Force 
63 my 050552. (b) Beginning soon as practicable have strik¬ 

ing force operate in position of readiness to attack enemy 
vessels landing reinforcements at CACTUS generally in 
accord idea proposed your dispatch 040600 returning BUTTON 
for fuel as necessary. (c) Provide escort consisting of 
2 CA and 4 DD APRICOT occupation force departing WHITE 
POPPY about 17 October. The forces available to you dur¬ 
ing this period will be Task Force 64 as organized my 
221002 September plus Fletcher O’Bannon. Additional 
details covering these operations will be furnished later. 
Comsopac originator. 

COMINCH TO CINCPAC INFO COMSOPAC. 


This to be handled with greatest secrecy. Question has 
been raised as to whether fighter squadrons at Birch and 
Bleacher are essential and would better be employed else¬ 
where. Also whether fighter squadron at Holly should not 
be replaced by light or medium bombers. Further whether 
medium bombers in Cactus would not be helpful in knocking 
out enemy ships which are landing enemy troops and bom¬ 
barding our positions there. Comment. 

COMSOPAC TO CG ARMY SOPAC INFO COMINCH CINCPAC etc. 


Handle as most secret. Request you dispatch earliest 
practicable 1 army infantry regiment to Cactus consult 
Comamphibforsopac relative details including transporta¬ 
tion to be furnished by him. Regiment will report to 
Comamphibforsopac for duty under principle unity of com¬ 
mand. Replacement rations a naval responsibility. Also 
request your recommendations relative early reinforce¬ 
ment Button garrison to total Infantry strength of 1 
Infantry regiment reinforced. 
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08 1229 COMSOPAC to CINCPAC Info COMAIRSOPAC. HARMON. 

Most secret. In view use BLEACHER as advanced Fleet 
Base consider air production essential Cominch 062000. 

My plan contemplates movement forward from BLEACHER all 
personnel American fighter command and replacement by 
RNZAF which will take over American equipment. This then 
to be considered .as one of the 10 NEW ZEALAND Souadrons to 
be enuipped in accordance approved plan. Medium bombers 
will be definitely helpful CACTUS area. Have 2 squadrons 
B-26s now available and 1 flight B-25s reported as avail¬ 
able near future. Pronose emnloyment these from CACTUS 
earliest opportunity but cannot do so until improvement 
and expansion runways and airdrome facilities now under¬ 
way is accomplished. Comsopac sender. Harmon has by 
hand. 

08 0333 CINCPAC to COMSOPAC Info COKAIRPAC. 

Cominch 062000 most secret consider fighter squadron 
BLEACHER could be better employed forward areas but 
should be replaced by 6 light or dive bombers. For 
CACTUS medium bombers would be most useful for both at¬ 
tack and search missions. Do you agree. 

14 0230 CTF 8 to CINCPAC Info COMINCH. COMNV/ESTSEAFRON. etc. 

Comtaskforce 8 sends. Station addressed deliver to 
Cincnac for action. Cominch and Coradr Westseafron for 
info. Most secret. My earlier estimates, particularly 
with respect consolidation LONGVIEW (my 292340 of August) 
revised in light of effect of enemy commitments in 3o- 
westpac UDon his intentions North Pacific as set forth 
your 130139. After increment combatant troops arrives 
LONGVIEW about October 23rd bringing strength there to 
9000 troops, Army now plans to move 4000 troops to AMULET 
before further strengthening LONGVIEW (My 122234) static 
situation of main middle ALEUTIAN gaps will thus be 
reached with unloading of FILLMORE about 1 November. 
Revised estimate is thus this situation can be maintained 
with Seafrontier forces augmented by cruiser escorts 
specially assigned for important troop movements plus 
certain additions enumerated below. Therefor recommend 
Task Force 8 be withdrawn from North Pacific about 1 
November and Naval effort in task of holding enemy to 
present positions, opposing his efforts to further con¬ 
solidate those positions, while strengthening own posi¬ 
tions be assigned Sea Frontier Forces as contemplated by 
Comnowestseafron Op Order 2-42 dated September 10. In 
addition returning LOUISVILLE about October 17 relieved 


(Continued on next pa/?e) 
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14 0230 CTF 8 to CINCPAC. Info COMINCH. etc. (Continued) 

specifically as follows. Afim. Withdrawal surface 
ys units on following approximate dates. October 23 INDIANA¬ 

POLIS October 28 Canadian Naval Units, November 1 SAINT 
LOUIS, NASHVILLE, BANCROFT, BAILEY, CCUHLAN; Minelayers 
on completion LONGVIEW mining project. Baker. Withdrawal 
Fleet submarines end of present patrols Captain Colclough 
being relieved. Commander Gray in command submarines. 

About November first submarines, DMS’s, Patwing 4, old 
destroyers be assigned to Nowestseafron and operation con¬ 
trol of these forces nass to the Comnowestseafron. With¬ 
drawal of Task Force 8 be considered complete as of that 
date. Comtaskforce 8 answering. Pending decision have 
had no discussion with local Army authorities. Request 
early information of contemplated action in order to pro¬ 
vide Army with as much advance notice as possible of changes 
in Naval dispositions this area. 

1£ 1025 CTF 8 to CINCPAC. COMINCH. 

Most Secret. Addees only decode. Comtaskforce 8 reply to 
Cominch 141325. Bombardment practice )le as follows. A. 

From Eastward using direct fire against North and South 
Heads and Submarine Base and nev; installations Southwest side 
of harbor and indirect fire against main camp and shipping 
both of latter screened by high land on and near North Head. 
B. From Southward using indirect fire. Damage from air 
action or gunfire should be negligible. Some menace pos¬ 
sible in Eastern attack but improbable to Southward in view 
recent operations our submarines along South Coast out 
consider fast mine sweepers desirable in either case. Con¬ 
sider submarines constitute main enemy threat against re¬ 
petition of bombardment and recommend strong anti submarine 
screens. Unless BROOKLYN class cruiser is in close support 
for counter battery fire recommend against employment of 
additional destroyers for bombardment due to proximity of 
destroyer firing lanes to possible shore batteries. Sug¬ 
gest use dive bombers and torpedo planes from AVG against 
shipping immediately following bombardment. Lessened chance 
of fog at this time of year increases possibility of air spot 
which will need fighter protection, ^ianes should include 
coordinated land base bombing and fighter support but should 
recognize uncertainty of accomplishment due weather condi¬ 
tions. 
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OCTOBER (GOT) 

16 0455 CINCPAJ to COT.'INCH. Info CTF 8. COMNORWSSEAFRON. 

Iiost Secret. Operation your 141325 considered practicaole 
and its morale and training value for the 033s and psycho¬ 
logic effect on country are recognized. However do not 
recommend it for following reasons. Afirm. Consider air 
attacks are already making KISKA untenable to enemy there¬ 
fore even small risk to CBBs from subs mines and aircraft 
hardly .justified. Baker, bombardment of important sec¬ 
tion of KISKA must be by indirect fire and air soot for 
this usually imoossible due to low ceiling. Cast. While 
enemy attack against MIDWAY is not considered probable the 
OBBs in this area are, due to our concentration to south¬ 
ward, our main reliance against such an attack. Para. 

If operation is directed NEW MEXICO and MISSISSIPPI would 
be only units available as there are no 16-inch high 
capacity shells availaole. Amount 14-inch this type would 
permit 30 rounds per gun. Rebagging powder and shifting 
ammunition would require about 8 days. Believe air cov¬ 
erage should be furnished by shore aircraft especially 
P-38’s from bases within range. ACV cannot be counted upon 
as combatant carrier as it is slow in handling aircraft 
and cannot conduct flight operations unless there is at 
least a 10 knot wind. Hirst ACV to train with own aircraft 
is NASSAU which has just commenced training. Para. Re- 
ouest early advice. 
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16 9937 CINCPAC to C SMUTCH 

For Adniral King only. Ultra from Oincoac. i:l alsey his 
Chief of Staff and Intelligence Officer will be witli 
Ghormley sixteenth our date. In view Ghormley’s 160440 
and other indications including some noted during my visit 
I have under consideration his relief by Halsey at earliest 
practicable time. Request your comment. If Halsey becomes 
Comsopac would exDect him utilize Ghormley as long as"needed 

16 0245 COMIITCH to CIUCPAC 


For Adniral Nimitz only personal and secret. Most secret. 
Your 160937 aonroved. 


O 



o 
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October (GOT) 


18 1350 COI.ISOPAC to ALL TF 001 IS SOPAC. ALL COHOENS SOPAC AKSA. etc. 

Handle as most secret. Action all Taskforcoms Sopac all 
Congens Sopac area Comtaskfors 16 and 17 Prom Oorasopac. 

Host Secret. ^ice Admiral william F. Halsey has this date 
relieved Vice Admiral Robert L Ghormley as Commander South 
Pacific Force and South Pacific area. Carpenaer pass to 
UacArthur. 0 O mairsopac pass to Oomgens BUTTON, CACTUS and 
ROSES by mail. Consopac Adiain pass to MEW ZEALAND Chiefs 
of Staff and to U3S CLARK for delivery by her to Comgen 
BLEACHER via President JACKSON and to Comgen BOBCAT on 
arrival. 

19 1954 COMINCH to COMSQPAC. CINCPAC. COHSWPAC. 

Handle with greatest secrecy. In order that urgently 
needed submarine support may be furnished to and coordin¬ 
ated with forces now operating in the SOLOMONS the Joint 
Chiefs of Staff direct that TP 42 be olaced temporarily 
under the operational control of Consopac during the con¬ 
tinuance of Task 1 and that TF 47 be built up to 12 fleet 
submarines in transfer from Western AUSTRALIA as soon as 
possible. This force may base and/or operate in either 
Sopac or SWPAC area in accordance with naras. 7 and 10 B 
of the basic directives to Cine Pacific Ocean Areas and 
Supreme Commander SWPacific Area as amplified by Cominch 
and Army COP 112150 of last May. Carpender pass to Mac- 
Arthur. Deployment of submarines should be so adjusted 
that sufficient number can ie readilv moved to oonose pos¬ 
sible Japanese concentrations against NET. 1 '/ GUINEA. This 
from Chief of Staff Army and Cominch. 

20 1540 COMINCH to CINCPAC. 

Treat as very secret. Cominch 191954 consider greater 
concentration of Pacific Fleet submarines in SOLOMON IS¬ 
LANDS Area than indicated in your 180245 should be made. 
Comment and advise me of action taken. 
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20 2215 CINCPAC to COMSOPAC Info COMINCH. COMSONESPAfr; CtftlSURPA0. 

Most secret Oominch 201540. Will sail PacFleet subs to 
Sopac as follows all to proceed as indicated from present 
locations toward BUTTON passing vour operational control 
on crossing equator: (a) SKIPJACK and SILVERSIDES now TRUK 
at once remaining endurance 10 and 13 Nov respectively. 

(b) POLLACK and PLUNGER now 5 days out from MIDWAY to 
JAPAN at once endurance 22 and 26 Novem)er. (c) GRAYLING 
sailed PEARL 19 for Sopac as permanent transfer. (d) TARPON 
departed PEARL today for TRUK will now divert to Sopac. (e) 
To depart PEARL for SOPAC GROWLER 22nd, FL V ING FISH 23rd, 
STINGRAY 26th, GATO and WAHOO about 30th. (f) AL3AC0RE and 
GROUPER from MIDWAY for Sopac about 30th. (g) AM3SRJACK 
already in area under Comsopac. Para. FULTON to SOPAC as 
soon as possible. Captain ftoper on board for employment 
advisor or command as you desire. 


20 2309 CINGPAC to COMINCH info COMBTJBPAC. 


Most secret. Your 201540. Unless otherwise directed will 
reinforce Sopac submarines as indicated my 202215. This 
and Comsowespac 200635 will total 24 subs under Halsey. 
Leaves 10 Pacflt subs for ’Western Pacific patrols, 9 of 
which are now on or near station. Of these WHALE has mines. 
Remainder mining program will be deferred. 


21 1540 COMINCH to COTtUS NAVFOR EUROPE. Info CINCPAC. COMSOPAC. 



Ultra secret. Say to General DeGaulle that it is necessary 
that Comsopac establish Headquarters ashore at NOUMEA im¬ 
mediately and that due to overcrowded conditions there I 
have authorized him and staff General Vogel and Staff and 
the Army on basis of urgent military necessity to occupy 
certain buildings left vacant by departure of Dargenlieu and 
his mission. Para. I urge that DeGaulle delegate full 
authority to local governor Montchamp to negotiate with 
Comsopac concerning additional matters that may arise. This 
authority should be independent of movements of Dargentlieu. 


21 1400 COMINCH to ADMIRALTY. Info CINCPAC. 

Pass to Admiralty for action. Highest secrecy. Following 
from Cincpac ouote Present Japanese concentrations of all 
services in SOLOMONS area with consequent deduction to 
minimum in other areas offers golden opportunity for posi¬ 
tive action ae-ainst enemy by Allied or British action in 
RAY of BENGAL or along MALAY BARRIER. In my opinion our 
situation in SOLOMONS urgently requires easing of pressure 
which would result from such action unquote. I concur. 
Oincnac informed. 
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21 1631 COHINCH to CINCPAC Info 00MS0PA0 . 

Very secret. Gomsopac 171230 motor torpedo boats in 
areas as follows: Sopac 8 , Hawaiian 8 , Norwestseafron 4, 
Paseafron 6 . Enroute Sopac 16 of which 12 arriving about 
13 Nov. 8 more in PANAMA awaiting shipment. 49 assigned 
Sopac ready when ships available from TJ. S. January to 
March. Assigned Sowespac 12 , now ready for shipment, and 
20 more in January. Shipping is limiting factor in delivery. 
Para 2. Subchasers 2 enroute Sowestpac. Others assigned 
Sowestpac^ready for sea 4 each month October through January. 
Assigned Sopac ready average four monthly November through 
February. Hawseafron 3 on station and 3 enroute. Reassign 
to Sopac at your discretion. Para 3 . 173 LPCS 3 in Sopac 

no others assigned. 6 assigned Sowestpac ready for sea by 
end of year. Assigned Hawseafron one enroute and 3 on 
shakedown. Reassign to Sopac at discretion as they report. 

27 0251 CINCPAO to CCHINCII Info GOMSOPAC . 

Most secret. Halsey has requested reenforcement by 1 or 
more carriers of the British Eastern Fleet. In view ur¬ 
gent and immediate need for every possible increase par¬ 
ticularly of carriers I recommend that this idea be ex¬ 
plored to utmost. 

26 0814 C0HS0PA0 to COMINCH Info CIHCPAC. 00 HAIRS 0 PAC. CCMGSNFCPAC . 

Comsopac to Cominch info Cincpac Coraairsopac. Handle as 
most secret. Following plan employment Army fighters and 
medium bombers, CACTUS dash SUTTON area, '"’our 241520. Main¬ 
tain CACTUS one single engine and one P-38 fighter squadron 
dash total 50 airplanes. Maintain CACTUS dash 3UTT0II area two 
medium oomb snuadrons dash 26 3-26 or 3-25. To be maintained 
from reserves POPPY which should be 50 percent for fighters 
and 25 percent for medium bombers. Attrition at rate of 20 
percent’per month for medium bombers and 50 percent per month 
for fighters. Above in no way reduces total requirement 
fighters and medium bombers Sopac area which has been pre¬ 
viously reported as 7 snuadrons fighters and 4 squadrons 
medium bombers. Comgensopac has by hand. 

28 0215 CTF 8 to CITTCPAC 


This is part 1 of 2 parts from CTF 8 . My 150039 September. 
LONGVIEW, securely held, guarantees our northern flank and 
its loss to the enemy could cause irretrievable harm. While 
enemy commitments elsewhere rive us complete freedom of action 


(Continued on next page) 
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28 0215 CTF 8 to CIUCPAC. (Continued) 

in the ALEUTIANS assuring the impregnability of LONGVIEW 
should be our primary aim. If and when enemy commitments 
elsewhere east sufficiently it is inconceivable that the 
enemy will endure our constant air attacks upon KI3KA with¬ 
out counter action. The expansion of our position in the 
middle ALEUTIANS by the occupation of AMULET and the crea¬ 
tion of air fields there must be a further invitation to 
early enemy reaction to these new middle ALEUTIAN happen¬ 
ings. My 150039 September recommended full strength triang¬ 
ular division. Due to non availability more troops the con¬ 
ference with DeWitt and Buckner produced a compromise ac¬ 
centing 2 combat teams instead of the 3 which were my original 
and still preferred figure. Cominch despatch 022120 stated 
Joint Chiefs of Staff considered 11,000 adequate. Army will 
now have 9200 at LONGVIEW on October 30 of which 3100 are 
infantry, 1297 field artillery, or one combat team plus ad¬ 
ditional artillery. After that date the occupation of AMULET 
by 4200 troops has priority in local .lrmy plans. Part 2 
follows. 

28 0225 CTF 8 to CITTCPAC . Part 2 of above despatch. 

This is part 2 of my 280215. This situation does not meet 
the local Army-Navy compromise agreement, does not meet 
number troops approved by Joint Chiefs of Staff, is one third 
the number of combat teams originally recommended, and one 
half the number of combat teams mentioned as basis of agree¬ 
ment in DeWitt-Theobald conference. Eventually LONGVIEW gar¬ 
rison is to be reenforced by additional infantry regiment. 

Firmly believe that primary position of LONGVIEW in ALASKAN 
situation should be recognized by bringing the defense force 
at that Place to accepted strength before initiating AMULET 
operation. Adenuate ground troops at LONGVIEW far more vital 
to LONGVIEW defense than a second or dispersal air field 55 
miles away which is all that AMULET means to LONGVIEW in a 
military sense. Two. Due to reduced numbers of planes in 
A.rmy souadrons, the Alaskan Air Force, instead of being rein¬ 
forced as recommended in ay 202100 September, is actually 
reduced in combatant strength. Reiterate my opinion that with 
less than the minimum ground strength of two combat teams at 
LONGVIEW we can lose that vital position of the middle ALEUTIANS 
at any time during these next months whenever either neutraliza¬ 
tion of A.rmy air forces or period of low visibility would per¬ 
mit the enemy to effect the landing there. Comtaskforce 8 
sends to Cincpac. 

28 1735 COMINCH to CINCPAC. Info C0N7GPAC . 

Very secret. Increasing use of enemy submarines for scout¬ 
ing and general information purposes is indicated. We do not 
appear to be making enough similar use of own submarines. 
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October 30th. 

31 0206 COMSOPAC to COMGENSOPAC. Info C0HAIR7QPAC. CTF 61. CTF 64. 

Handle as most secret . Request you disnatch earliest 
practicable one Any -i-nfantry Regiment reinforced less 
one battalion infantry to CACTU8. Consult Gomamphibfor- 
sopac relative details including transportation to be 
furnished by him. Regiment will renort to Comamnhibfor- 
sopac for duty under urineinle unity of command. Reulace- 
ment rations a Naval resnonsibility. Comgensouac has for 
action all others are info. 

01 1312 COMSOPAC to CCMINCH. Info CINCPAC . 

Most secret. CTF 17 renorts as follows quote HORNET 
completely immobilized a xmt 1010 CCT 26 by two torpedoes 
starboard side at forward engine room plus bomb hits for¬ 
ward and aft resulting complete loss power, light, water. 
Thereafter unable reestablish. Towing operations attempted 
by NORTHAMPTON throughout day unsuccessful. First wire 
parted. Second cast off due repeated enemy attacks. By 
late afternoon damage so comnlete from these torpedo hits 
five bomb hits two crashed enemy planes all possibilities 
towing and salvage operations exhausted. In lat 09-41 
Long 167-35 two DD’s fired 16 torpedoes at HORNET 9 hits 
followed by 300 rounds 5 inch shells to sink her. At 2030 
6 DD’s withdrew from area with HORNET still afloat burning 
fiercely for full length. Subsequent air search indicated 
no trace. Unquote. At 1730 CTF 17 had renorted his pro¬ 
posed action to destroy with which I concur and which I 
had anticinated. 



01 1050 COMSOPAC to CJMCPAC. 


This is most secret. From best information now available 
re your 010501. Halsey talking. Enemy nlanes shot down 
115 certain. 46 orobable total 161. Own losses from all 
causes VF 27. VSB 24. VT 13 total 64. Personnel losses 
from two airgrouos 24. Preliminary out more detailed in¬ 
formation with MeFALL now enroute by air to PEARL. 

02 1618 COMINCH to CINCPAC Info COMSOPAC. 

Handle with greatest secrecy. Your 012115 Office of ’Mar 
Information states that Associated Press despatch from 
NOUMEA dated October 28th passed by Censor there contained 
news of loss of ship. News released here with approval 
of highest quarters. Loss anticipated but not positively 
known here until receint of Halsey 011312 in renly to my 
311800. 


etc. 
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04 0235 OTF 16 to COEFOPAO. CIITCPAC. 

This is ultra secret. From CTF 16 to Cincpac. Comsopac 
has by hand. Captured enemy code and note book and de¬ 
coded messages give following information relative to 
action 26 October. (a) An aviator’s notebook reveals he 
left KOBE on board UTTYOU 2 5 Sept. He sent acoard ZUUCAKU 1 
Oct. His route was KURE to SAIPA1I to TRUK. V, r hether by 
ship or plane unknown. (b) Senior officer probably Com- 
cardiv 1 was in SHOKAKU. (c) Oomcardiv 2 present in HAY- 
ATAKA. (d) Carriers present SHOKAKU, ZUIKAKU, ZUIHO, 

HAYATAKA. (e) According to notebook planes from 3 car¬ 
riers were composed as follows: CVl," 17 torpedo, 21 
bombers, 25 fighters. CV2, 19 torpedo, 21 bombers, 24 f 

fighters. End of part 1 of 2 parts. 

04 0252 CTF 16 to-CINCPAC . 

This is second part from Comtaskfor 16. Ultra Secret. 

CV3, 18 torpedo, nil bombers, 7 fighters. (f) Planes ? oin 
REKATA HAY took part in action probably search planes 
horizontal bombers. (g) One of surface ships present as 
IIAGI. (h) After launching enemy carrier believed SHORKU 
kept Planes informed his position about every half ho r * 

(i) Presence our carrier search planes reported to er m Y 
cruiser. (j) Planes reported weather our vicinity, ik) 

Enemy air group commander in our area appeared to di^ct 
attacks by each wave as it arrived and also reporter w i- n< ^ 
frequently. (1) After dark enemy surface vessels s a rched 
for HORNET assisted by flares from more than one p3 ne » 

(m) Partly decoded message included what may be wo is 
"Operations postponed", (n) Captured documents for a rded 
you by air mail. End of second part. 
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05 1524 COMIWCH to CINCPAC. Info GOI.PQPAJ . 

I ain becoming disturbed about multiplication of special 
commands such as Commander Bases Sopac Area when work 
done is inextricably linked with that of Subcomserforpac. 
This is HiCom. Para 2. It seems to me that Comserforpac 
should have appropriate number of deputies one of whom 
should do much of work Comserfor is now doing thus en¬ 
abling him to exercise more overall supervision. In case 
of ^opnc should include all logistic matters including 
bases. Para three. Be prepared to discuss these matters 
when we meet. 

06 1345 CO 1 ''7 CPA C to CT'CIAC info CONINCH . 

Planning and development bases this area is a major prob¬ 
lem. Functions of logistic supclv and battle repair and 
maintenance provide full load for Seronsonac. T Inder these 
circumstances considered essential relieve Comseron of 
base development and command. Conditions here such that 
prompt action was and is necessary to prevent spread of 
chaotic conditions particularly V.'HITE POPPY. ' our 060217. 


08 1505 COKINCH to CINCPAC Info C0V..7QPAC . 

Handle with utmost secrecy . After consultation with 
Admiral Boyd regarding employment of ILUTSTRIOUS in 
Pacific Fleet submit recommendation as to immediate employ¬ 
ment in Sopac (Afirm) with present complement (Baker) 
necessity of proceeding to PEAKL or other T T.3. Base for 
modifications and outfitting of torpedo souadron with 
TBF’s. View held here based on Halsey’s despatch that 
services of carrier urgently required now and consequently 
immediate problem is employment of TLLTT3TKI0U3 if and 
when she is made available. 


08 2145 CINCPAC t-o C0 v 'B0PAC . 

After consultation with Boyd and Towers, lost secret. 
Believe period of about "our weeks at P.SAKL for equipping 
with TBE’s indoctrination and training is essential to 
meet the laps. Do you consider your present situation 
will permit this. Cominch 081505. 


09 2107 CINCPAC to CGIBOP AC . JONAIKTOPAC . ALT. TF COIN 1 °0?AC. OONiV.'P . 


Excellent. Ultra. Indications that major operation as¬ 
sisted by carrier striking force slated to support movement 
Army transports to GUADALCANAL. Cine Third (Carrier 
Striking) now proceeding fueling rendezvous near one north 
one fifty seven east. Cine Eleventh Air Fleet to operate 
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09 2107 CITTCPAO to CO SOPAC. etc . 

(Continued) 

against CACTUS from Zed minus three days. Eight fleet 
to eseort Army convo3 r . Large movement enemy planes to 
KAHILI base near BUT TT . Striking force to hit CACTUS Zed 
minus one day. Army AA Unit to embark eleven November 
proceed land CACTUS. .Tap sub to attack SLUE plane tender 
VANIKOHO and NDEiH. Zed day not known but research con¬ 
tinues. Air attacks on CACTUS to be augmented by Army 
Air on Zed Day. All aircraft under command of striking 
force probably on Zed minus one day. Estimate availaole 
combat carriers Zl’IHO, HAYATAKA, transport carriers HOSHO, 
OTAKA, TJNYO, but last two have not had combat air groups 
assigned in past. While this looks like a jig punch I 
an confident that you with your forces will take their 
measure. 

12 0031 CINCPAC to COMINCH Info C0MS0PAC . 

Further conference with Boyd and Towers on Comsopac 
110954. Most secret. Assuming ILLUSTRIOUS renorts 
direct from Eastern Fleet with complement 36 fighters 
15 Swordfish or Albacore. Pronosals your 081505. Af¬ 
firm. Require replacement of British planes with Grum¬ 
man TBF, Baker. U.S. squadron acceptable but British 
pilots with TBF preferred. Cast. Only in view urgent 
need indicated by Halsey consider carrier could be 
equipped and personnel indoctrinated at Sopac base pro¬ 
viding necessary planes available there. Para. Should 
point out small offensive power this carrier with approx¬ 
imate complement 36 VF 15 VT3. Alternate may include 6 
SBD as deck park at cost about 9 VF. Para. In lessened 
urgency or if British Atlantic carrier furnished it should 
definitely equip and indoctrinate at Pearl or U.S. Base. 
This would be much more efficient considering minor but 
essential modifications necessary in ship and in British 
planes. Para. Boyd comments that if INDOMITABLE has large 
elevator capable taking SBD planes this ship would be in¬ 
valuable in Pacific operations. 

12 2037 CINCPAC to COMINCH . 

Our forces in action with enemy off SAV0 ISLAND about 
0230 L (-11) this morning. Most details lacking but ap¬ 
parently ATLANTA and JUNEAU damaged and PORTLAND steer¬ 
ing inoperative from torpedo hit. At least one enemy 
unit sunk and several burning. ULTRA. Enemy relief be¬ 
ing sent from BUIN and his Zed day postponed. Para. 

SEAW0LF unable to catch carrier off PALAU. 
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17 1255 COM INCH to C INC PAG Info COf.IP.QPAC CINCLANT OPNAV . 

Utmost secret. Begin. ^inCLant direct WICHITA CLEVE¬ 
LAND SUWANNEE SANGAMON JENKINS MURPHY RADFORD WALLER 
CONWAY proceed Panama preferably but not necessarily 
in one group as soon as they can be made ready. Also 
CHENANGO when other destroyers assigned Pacflt are 
available for escort. Upon arrival Panama report 
Cincpac for duty. Advise expected departure dates. 
Para. Cincpac send 30CUE and CARD to Lantflt as early 
as practicable. Present intention assign BOISE to 
Lantflt and keep Lant modern cruiser strength up to 
6 including those shaking down by holding MONTPELIER 
until BOISE ready. Opnav informed. 

22 2241 CINCPAC to COMSOPAC. 


Most Secret. Your despatch 220120 indicates plan for 
relief 1st Marine Division. KIWI "C" will soon be in 
POPPY. Your despatch 210436 indicates command relations 
CACTUS not yet settled. In order that I may have infor¬ 
mation required for own planning and as basis for repre¬ 
sentation to higher authority request early advice your 
plans for following based on forces now available to 
you. A. Relief of Marines at CACTUS. B.' Final command 
organization CACTUS indicated your despatch 210436. 

C. Commander CACTUS after relief 1st Marine Division. 

D. Commander CACTUS after relief all Marines. E. Com¬ 
mand organization and Base Commander POPPY after ar¬ 
rival KIWI "C" and departure American Division. Also 
request your plans under A. to E. above based on 25th 
Division Army being made available to you with first 
Echelon of 1 regimental combat team ETD PEARL November 
25 followed by 3 other increments ETD PEARL December 
6, 15, and 31. 

23 0032 COMINCH to COMSOPAC Info CINCPAC COMSOWESPAC MACARTHUR . 

Treat as ultra secret. Chief of Staff Army has by 
hand for info. Army has received urgent despatch from 
MacArthur "Is it possible to give me some Naval support 
for the North coast of NEW GUINEA. My submarines on 
east coast are no longer available, operational control 
having passed to South Pacific. PT boats would be in¬ 
valuable in existing situation. If nothing can be done 
please let me know at once as the Increasing enemy Naval 
pressure may force me to revise my plan of campaign". 

Para. 2. Return 6 submarines to operational control of 
Comsov/estpac area. Para. 3. Place at least 6 prefer¬ 
ably 8 PT boats at disposal of Consowespac area for 
NEW GUINEA operations pending arrival of boats assign¬ 
ed to Sowestpacfor which depart Canal Zone about mid on* 
December. Para. 4. Carpender pass to MacArthur with -J'Jd 
the suggestion that time could be saved by taking up 
coordinating arrangement such as this directly with Halsey. 
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24 0330 COMINCH to CINCPAC 



t 


This is a reencipherment of Comsowestpac 231113 referred in 
our ZMT2 (NPM 5351/23) Which you had to ZPL1 correction 
ZML1 begins .. Handle this as super secret.. Prioi? receipt 
cominch 230032 L had no knowledge MacArthur*s despatch. 

At 0600 Love (-11) 23rd 3 submarines stationed directly 
assist defense northeast coast New Guinea namely off Cape 
Ward Hunt. 1 off GASMATA and 1 north TROBRIAND enroute 
VITIAX. MacArthur was Informed of this on 19 November. 

Prom Comsowespacfor action Cominch. In addition 3 subs 
south NEW IRELAND and 3 west and south BOUGAINVELLE 
directly assist in defense NEW GUINEA. Consider contin¬ 
uance present method operational control submarines under 
Soupac increases flexibility and permits more adequate 
defense NEW GUINEA than would be accomplished by assignment 
of 6 submarines this area. Prior to start of BUNA campaign 
L explained to MacArthur that because most authentic 
navigational in formation shows that draft in excess 12 feet 
cannot proceed deyond Cape NELSON toward BUNA and because 
of inaccurate charts destroyers cannot be sent via this 
passage beyond Cape NELSON from MILNE BAY. X further 
explained that surface forces could not be sent into this 
general area north of the TROBRIANDS unless adequate air 
cover was available. 1 concur that PT boats are required 
at earliest date . 


O 


25v2330 COMINCH to CINCPAC . 

Handle with utmost secrecy. Contemplate taking up with 
Army practicability relief by Army of Marine Corps ground 
and air units now on garrison or defense duty in SAMOAN 
v and HAWAIIAN AREAS. If such relief were effected follow¬ 
ing would result: APIRM. 2 reinforced infantry regiments 
would be available for assignment to First MaramphCor as 
elements of a new division. BAKER. Release/Sfefense Battalions 
in these areas would permit their assignment to advanced 
zones of action. CAST. This relief of' defenseBattalions 
would obviate necessity for organization of new defense 
and airdrome battalions in United States as now scheduled. 
DOG. Personnel thus saved would be diverted to new division 
and advance its availablity to summer 1943. EASY. Release 
of defense air grouos would permit their assignment to 
offensive operations in other areas. Para. Request your 
comment and recommendations. MarCorps informed. 
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25 2030 CTF 8 to CINCPAC 

CTF 8 replying to Cincpac 242319. Estimated total of 
7500 to 10000 mixed troops consisting of engineers, const¬ 
ruction, infantry and artillery on BOODLE, ^1 Battallion 
82nd Infantry of from 500 to 1000 on JACKBOOT. Possible 
coast watcher force of about 10 on western end FORMULA. 

Same number (10) may be on AL_ID In SEMICHI. No other 

forces believed on any other islands. Ultra. 

26 ol55 CTF 8 to CINCPAC info CPMINCH 

your 252227. Am despatching surface striking force 2 cruisers 
4 modern destroyers at best sustained speed accordance my 
260014. 1 cruiser 3 destroyers sent forward from KODIAK 

yesterday at best speed to fuel LONGVIEW where other cruiser 
and destroyer join. When your ultra secrets received 
yesterday they were departing KODIAK with delayed convoy 
and were immediately detached from this escort duty. Have 
intensified air search to westward and have alerted air force 
for strongest possible air attacks to supplement surface 444 
attacks. Have alerted air and Navy at western bases 
against possible enemy diversive action advising Buckner of 
this. Only submarine in ATTU area alerted against enemy 
approach. Ultra. CTF 8 sends to Cincpac and for Info to 
Cominch. 

26 2305 CINCPAC to COMINCH 

Utmost secrecy. Agree in principle with relief Marine 
ground and air units Urdis 252330 to provide amphibious 
troops aircraft and defense battalions for further of¬ 
fensive moves. In HAWAIIAN area consider such relief 
should not be made until assured organization of Army 
units permit present scale and effectiveness of defenses 
with approximately same number of troops (about the max¬ 
imum that can be supported on these islands). In SAMOAN 
area incliading FETLOCK agree that relief be effected as 
soon as Army can made available troops of equivalent 
training and experience to marines now there. It is 
recommended Army units for that area also be especially 
organized for the various tasks to avoid increase in 
personnel with attendant logistic demands. Para. In 
line with basic proposal the assignment 25th Division 
to Sopac for use CACTUS would make available almost 
immediately one Marine Amphibious Division for further 
offensive action. 
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29 1906 JOINT CHIEF OF STAFF’S to CINCPAC, COMSOPAC,COMSOWESPAC . 

This from Joint ChleS ofstaff to Cincpac, Comsopac,Comsowes- 
pac area. Carpenter pass to KacArthur. Nimitz pass to 
Emmons. Halsey pass to Harmon. Para 1. 25th Army Division 
is assigned to Sopac area and will proceed to WHITE POPPY. 
Para 2. 1st Marine Division is to be relieved without 
delay, as assigned to Sowespac area and will proceed to 
AUSTRALIA for rehabilitation and employment. The purpose 
of this transfer is to provide an Amphibious Division 
for the future formation of an Amphibious Porceto carry 
out amphibious operations under the commander Sowestpac area. 
Para 3. Halsey arrange with MacArthur details oftransfer 
1st Marine Division. Chief of staff Army and Comdt Marine 
Corps informed. 

30 2350 CTF 67 to COMSOPAC Info CCMINCH. CINCPAC . 

Corataskforce 67 reports opened fire on four ships be¬ 
lieved transports at CAPE 5SPERANCE. Hit and fires were 
seen, oix minutes later three and perhaps four heavy 
cruisers struck by torpedoes believed fired by destroyers 
and submarines, dinee then have been unable communicate 
with other shins. NORTHAMPTON burns total loss. Believe 
PENSACOLA same NEW ORLEANS proceeding to TNLAGI 5 knots 
MINNEAPOLIS same with bow jlown off three firerooms 
flooded believe HONOLULU all right. No information of 
destroyers. 

30 2350 CTF 67 to COMSOPAC Info CINCPAC. COT:INCH. COMSOWESPAC . 

At TULAGI are following: PENSACOLA torpedo hit and severe 
fire damage aft. NEW ORLEANS bow blown off back to 
number 2 turret. PERKINS, MAURY assisting above ships 
undamaged. MINNEAPOLIS as previously reported. LARDNER 
and LAJSCN are with Tisdale and undamaged. No further 
word of NORTHAMPTON. FLETCHER and DRAYTON reported 
separately by FLETCHER. 1 Jap cruiser seen to blow up 
and it is known additional Jap ships were destroyed as 
well as others damaged. Am collecting data. Last NPM 
number received was 604. Am unaole decode messages in 
crypto channels 7 and 19. Can guard Task Force Commanders 
circuit only. 
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fN 30 1915 COMINCH to G INC PAG , G PI'S C PAG . 

To be decoded by Nimitz and Halsey only. Ultra High Command. 

Para 1. Final decision cancelling AOLA BAY project in CTF 
62 260458 brings to climax my uneasiness of several weeks 
duration lest we continue to use up our fighting strength in 
virtual "Frontal" operations such as are involved in expulsion 
of enemy from CACTUS which if followed in principle throughout 
CACTUS-RABAUL area will keep us busy for years. Para 2. 

It seems to me that there are now -- see my 291906 -- adequate 
Army troops in Sopac to garrison CACTUS and secure airfield 
there and "contain" enemy forces which should enable us not 
only to withdraw First but also Second Marine Division latter 
for use in seizure of enemy position further northwest in 
SOLOMONS preferably one where enemy has airfield. Para 3. 
Conception sketched in preceeding para looks to "Flanking 
operation" relative to CACTUS by seizure of enemy base used 
for operations in support of CACTUS whereby latter be made 
untenable for enemy and what is more important enables us to 
get on with the job of clearing enemy from SOLOUONS-RABAUL. 

Para 4. Request your comment on premise that next step will 
be done by Afirm Comsopac Baker Comsowespac. 

CINCPAC- to C0MS0PAC . 

01 0931 For Admiral Halsey only from Cincpac. Utmost secrecy enjoined. 

(fuC) I contemplate making following reply to Cominch 301915. Quote. 

' Am in complete accord as to necessity for readying our amphib¬ 
ious troops preparatory to pushing along the SUSAN area. I 
asked for the 25th Division so that it could relieve the 
Second Marine Division. Halsey is relieving 1st Marine Divisior 
with American Division from POPPY. I had not contemplated 
, that the 1st Marine Division would join Sowestpac for I esti¬ 

mate that provided we have the necessary Naval and Air superi¬ 
ority we will require at least 2 Divisions to capture BUIN 
(The nearest enemy base with an airfield unless he builds one 
at MUNDA or REKATA). Para. As the 1st Marine Division can 
hardly be ready until 1 Mar. there will continue to be a phase 
In which CACTUS remains an area of strong contention. All 
indications point to continued enemy moves to land reenforce¬ 
ments there and I believe these will Include at least one 
more major effort. Also during this period we must develop 
CACTUS-RINGBOLT as a secure Naval and Air base from which to 
launch our offensive. The foregoing plus the ALEUTIAN situation 
stresses necessity for much stronger land sea and air forces 
than are in sight for the Pacific. I urge immediate action 
to obtain them. Para. I strongly recommend that Task 2 in 
the SOLOMONS SEA area be revised to provide that Comsopac 
contimie to command the forces which will extend control up 
the SOLOMON CHAIN. I estimate that the bulk of the Pacific 
Fleet will continue to be required and I consider that a 
change of command of these forces which Halsey has welded into 
a working organization would be most unwise. Para. Unquote. 
Request early comment. 
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03 1141 G 01 TO PAG to COI.iFO'.T-SGPAC. MacAPTHUR. Info CINCPAC. COMINCH . 

GTE bj. 6?T~fa3~ ! 

During operations of allied forces in the CAC TUT -RING 30 LT 
area on 8 August a warning originated by the coast watcher 
on BOUGAINVILLE informed our forces of an impending .Tap air 
attack. The timeliness and completeness of the warning was 
of inestimable benefit and enabled our vessels to take proper 
defensive nositions in the repeat in advance of the attack. 
Please express to the Coastwatcher my deep appreciation and 
that of the officers and men engaged in the subject opera¬ 
tion. Well done. 




02 1958 COMINCH to G0MG0PAG. Info 00MAIRSQPAC. GQMS',/PAG. CINCPAC. 

lour 020400 information my 271320 as to fighter planes which 
are part of cargo of certain ships was given to show status 
and location of replacements command to let you know aoout 
when and by what transportation those planes are due to ar¬ 
rive in ports indicated. Para 2. Breakdown of cargoes 
reported my 271320 as follows: ELLER V has 9 P38’s, 24 others. 
GOODHUE 9 P38» s . Lee 9 P38*s. WINGATE 2 P38’s. STEELE 8 
P3Q’s, 1 other. LANE 9 ?38's, 8 others. ASHE 6 P38’s, 8 
others. "ALE 8 P38's 28 others. Para four. Leary pass to 
MacArthur. Para. 30. Your basic recommendations are fully 
understood by me and are under consideration of the War 
Department. 

03 1313 COMINCH to CINCPAC and Info commands concerned . 

Prospects for organization of additional raider battalions, 
your 010309, for present appear limited to: (A) Organiza¬ 
tion of a 3rd raider battalion at STRAW from CADRES of 2 
officers and 25 men each transferred from 1st and 2nd raider 
battalions with remainder of personnel recruited from units 
of defense force STRAY/ without replacements. (B) Establish¬ 
ment of raider replacement training detachment on West Coast 
in October, personnel a )out 200. Marcorps advised. Your 
comment requested. 



02 0337 CTE 16 to CINCPAC Info GTE 62.17.18. CQMSOPAC. COMINCH. CTF1 . 

The present of a fast battleship in task force 16 during 
past several weeks and particularly during action on 24 August 
was a distinct asset because of her demonstrated fire power 
against attacking aircraft and her inherent strength against 
possible surface contacts. From Comtaskfor 16 action Cincpac. 
Because of slight deficiency in speed and acceleration and 
slight inherent slowness in starting a turn the station of 
the NORTH CAROLINA in cruising disposition and particularly 
in tight screening disposition during air attacks should be 
down wind from carrier as was the case on 24 A ug with thorough- 
lv satisfactory results. 
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04 2027 CTF 8 to CINCPAG. 




PRIBILOFF move by Japs would be totally contrary to their 
technique of advance to date and contrary to sound strategy. 
Such an outlying base for them flanked from DUTCH HARBOR 
and sueject to repeated bombing attacks from COLD BAY 
UMNAK and NAEIMk supported as necessary by P-38’s using 
belly tanks for approach flights would always be difficult 
if not impossible to support logistically and could quickly 
be rendered untenable to enemy. PRIBILOFF airfield of 
little use to ALEUTIAN air operations while NAZAN stagi 
field will oe of greatest aid as it provides additional ^ 
field in direct line of operations nossibly fog free in an 
area of constantly shifting local visibility conditions. 
NAZAN should be given highest possible priority consistent 
with earliest possible consolidation of FIREPLACE. At 
present stage of FIREPLACE move can not spare cruiser 
escort for PRIBILOFF operation which is so eccentric to 
FIREPLACE as to mean withdrawal of some cruisers from FIRE¬ 
PLACE operation. Covering FIREPLACE and NAZAN is single 
operation. At least 4 destroyers antisubmarine screen 
desirable in close support of discharging cruisers at 
PRI3IL0FFS anchored in open sea for days. 2 destroyers are 
ample at NAZAN. Weather may seriously hamper and lengthen 
period of discharge at PRIBILOFFS. If PRIBILOFF move 
decided upon recommend that priority be given FIREPLACE 
which has inadeouate surface naval support at present 
against any move in force by enemy and that risk of PRIBI¬ 
LOFF move be accepted with 2 destroyer antisuamarine 
screen and no cruiser escort. 
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COMGEN CACTUS to COMSOPAC info CTF-62. COMAIRSOPAC 

T'd to CINCPAC by Cn.'.SCPAC 

ComGen CACTUS to COMSOPAC. My 041510, 042001. Twelve 
officers and 226 members crews LITTLE GREGORY reported 
rescued. Enemy force consisted of at least one cruiser 
two DD. Morning patrol sighted 15 large landing boats 
each carrying about 75 men approaching northwest coast 
CACTUS. Strafed boats sunk three. P-400s attacked them 
with bombs and light'machine guns. Appeared to cause 
many personnel casualties. SBDs strafed bombed boats on 
beach. Believed to have destroyed several of them. One 
boat was destroyed by bombin’-. 

26 twin engine bombers covered by 20 zeros approached 
position at 1245. This was second alert and only several 
fighters reached proper altitude. These intercepted 
planes dropped bombs 10 miles westward LUNGA Point. Two 
bombers one zero shot down. One P4F4 missing three 
damaged. One pilot wounded. One additional F4F4 and 
pilot lost during boat strafing operations. 

COMTASKFOR 8 to JOINT CHIEFS OF STAFF 


After consideration general Buckner and I jointly recommend 
against ADAK occupation TANAGA for purposes of possible 
diversion reference para 3 cominch 211830 of August, "/hen 
FIREPLACE position consolidated with bombing and fighter 
planes operating therefrom the establishment of force at 
TANAGA and creation bomber airfield would be highly desir¬ 
able and next logical move in ALASKAN campaign. fith 
troops and equipment for TANAGA assembled at FIREPLACE 
and continual observation sea conditions In TANAGA Bay 
can occupy this place by Infiltration using period of 
favorable weather and sea to effect short haul from FIRE¬ 
PLACE. Move would be covered at all times by close air 
support from FIREPLACE supplemented by required Naval 
screening forces. With such an operation in contemplation 
it appears highly undesirable to evidence interest in 
TANAGA in advance thereof 
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05 0626 00MS0PAC to CINCPAC ft- info Commands Ooncerned. 


Refer Cominch 031313 and Cincpac 042210 nature of opera¬ 
tion and enemy infiltration tactics make additional raider 
battalions necessary. °tren^th of defense force STRAW 
should not be diminished. Urgently need 2 divisions APD's 
whose value for island warfare has been proven. What is 
status of APR'S. Info radio deliver Comgen STRAW. 

06 2246 CTO 2.9 to C0US0PAC Info COT'INCH. CINCPAC . 



SOUTH DAKOTA struck uncharted 35 foot Pinnacle bearing 321 
true from MALINOA light distant 5.5 miles. This an extension 
to lead in A'TPEXLAIII passage. Extensive contamination with 
salt water of fuel and feed water oottom tanks. Divers re¬ 
port numerous dents and several holes. Largest 2 square feet 
in outer skin between frames 32 and 90 starboard side. Now 
serious leakage several inner bottoms principally due dis¬ 
placement sea connections. No apparent derangement pro¬ 
pulsive machinery except clogging 1 condenser. Anticipate 
no difficulty maintaining 20 knots. No vibration observed. 

To accomplish estimate about 2 weeks in dock. Ready for sea 
morning local 8th. Recommend proceed PEARL that date. DD 
escort recommended during daylight local 8th and DD escort 
last 24 hours prior arrival PEARL. 


07 1020 C0MS0PA0 to CTF 17 Info C0MAIR°0PAC. CTF 18. CINCPAC. 



Your 070212 and 070834. v our attention is called to my 
030736 NPM number 573 which gives you entire freedom of 
movement. In order that I may be sure you have reference 
I have had it repeated for you. My suggestion is that you 
move east of APRICOT BUTTON line at good speed. 

07 0217 CTF 17 to CON^ORAC. Info C0MAIRF0PAC. CTP 18. 


© 

U 


Mv 070212. Analysis of DP contacts this area and HORNET 
contacts past ?4 hours warrant following conclusions. Afirm 
presence of large task force in geographical area 10 to 15 
degrees south 164 to 165 degrees east known to enemy. Baker 
approximately 9 enemy subs this area. Para. In absence of 
important targets consider current direc 4 ive unduly restrictive 
and unnecessary hazard. To heavy ships unprotected by 
adeouate number DDs as screen. Para. Foreging situation will 
be accentuated upon return Task Porce 18 this area. Para. 
Recommend Afirm task forces operate within 300 miles radius 
CACTUR south lat 8 and east long 160 east and in southeast 
direction as necessary to guard CACTUR BUTTON APRICOT 3UTT0N 
lines. Baker. Provide two DDS per heavy ship as soon as 
practicable. Cast. Provide large number anti submarine type 
vessel to hunt subs this vital area. 
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06 2040 CTF 8 to COMOEN ALDEF FT RI0HARD8QN. and Info commands concerned 

Based on discharging rate at FIREPLACE of 1200 tons daily 
present vessels there should :>e discharged by September 13 
completing first phase. Assuming vessels could arrive at 
FIREPLACE as soon as their discharge can commence increments 
of second phase could be discharged by following dates based 
on your cargo estimates for each colon 1st Sept 21, 2nd 
Sept 30, 3rd Oct 8, 4th and final October 17. Your T-IL ADO 
Ft. Richardson 052328 improves previous time schedule but 
bottleneck now appears to oe transports and loading times at 
points of departure. Desire to help, if possible. Is there 
anything further that can be done to assist in saving time 
so vital to success of whole operation. Radio stations 
deliver. 

0G 2210 COPOEM ALASKAN DEF TO COMALSEC 



Since sending my 060250 received following from CG WDC begin 
received message from CTF 8 outlining his~objections to 
garrisoning Pribilofs which Admiral Nimitz concurred in. 

If you (Buckner) agree with Theobald and Cincpac movement 
to Pribilofs will be cancelled Moses Point garrison going 
to Atka as previously planned end paraphrase. I replied to 
Dewitt saying would not occupy Pribilofs at this time but 
would send Moses Point garrison to Atka. At later date 
contemplate sending garrison St Paul. 


07 2206 COMSOPAC TO CGs BUTTON. CACTUS.etc. INFO COMINCH. CINCPAC. etc. 



sJ ' 


Comairsopac pass this to CG BUTTON. Fuller pass by hand to 
Comcubone and. CG CACTUS who is to acknowledge. Comcub 13 
has. All the above are action addressees. CG SOPAC and all 
other addressees info. From Comsopac. Plan for employment 
Cub 1 and 15 and 6th and 7th Construction Battalions follows: 
Afirm generally Cub 1 and 6th Construction Battalion at 
Cactus Ringbolt. Comcub 1 report to CG CACTUS as commanding 
officer advanced naval base CACTUS RINGBOLT. Units of Cub 1 
and 6th Const. Bn. move from BUTTON to CACTUS RINGBOLT as 
required latter place. Hospital unit Cub 1 establish at 
BUTTON. Baker generally Cub 13 and 7th Const Bn at BUTTON. 

Cub 13 unload and establish storage and forwarding camp at 
WHITE POPPY. Forward material and per ;onnel to BUTTON only 
as required latter place. Consult Staff Comsopac in this 
respect. After establishment storage and camp at WHITE POPPY 
Comcub 13 proceed to BUTTON and report CG BUTTON, under prin¬ 
cipal of unity of command, as commanding officer advanced 
naval base BUTTON. Hospital unit Cub 13 remain WHITE POPPY 
until further orders. Cast for guidance this general prin¬ 
cipal is established that rigid adherence to cub organization 
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07 2206 (COMSOPAC Continued) 


cannot be maintained. Personnel and material must go 
where most needed. Consult Comsopac staff freely this 
re-ard and consult Comairsopac relative Cub aviation 
personnel and material and construction aviation facil¬ 
ities. Dog. When initiated, construction activities 
at apricot will be under Comcub 13 in addition to duties 
outlined above. Easy. Comcub 1 and Comcub 13 submit 
early recommendations for development respective bases 
to Comsopac via base commanders and Comairsopac. Comcub 
1 relieved of all duties in connection with Cub 13. 


08 1556 HQ I.IARCORP TO COES OP AC INFO COHINCH CINCPAC etc. 


Urdis 070356 assembling 5 officers 000 enlisted ACPF for 
transfer Sopac fagtrans after 25 Sept. Also 8 officers 
and 1200 enlisted available San Diego about 20 Oct. 
Parachutists for 1st div available initial rate 30 per 
week beginning 1 Oct. Further replacement will be sent 
as available and required. Comment requested on early 
program of withdrawal of FMF officers excess in rank to 
meet urgent needs U.S. 


C 

08 1^36 iWESPi 



08 2234 COMINCH TO CINCPAC INFO COMSOPAC 


This part 1 of 2 part message. Part 1 is being transmitted 
as 032234 and 082240 and part 2 is being transmitted as 
032355. With reference Secnav secret letter April 20 1942, 
subject United Nations operations in Pacific theater, 

Cominch has approved deletion paragraph 10 (c) of directive 
to CinCPacific Ocean areas and i3 recommending substitution 
of the following: Quote 10 C (l) in the exercise of command 
over armed forces v/hich the New Zealand government has 
assigned, or may assign, for the local defense of New 
Zealand, the New Zealand Chiefs of Staff will be the agency 
through which such local command is exercised. COFS USA 
informed. Quote (2) in the exercise of command the prin¬ 
ciples of command as set forth in paragraph 14 of ABC 1 
are applicable, ^rote (3) v/ith regard to the possible 
movement of New Zealand forces out of New Zealand terri¬ 
tory, the following by the U S Chiefs of Staff to the 
president is self explanatory: 
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08 2240 Quote proposals of the U S Chiefs of Staff (for opera¬ 
tions In the Pacific Ocean Areas) made to the President 
as U S Commander in Chief are subject to review by him 
from the standpoint of higher political considerations 
and to reference by him to the Pacific War Concul in 
Washington when necessary. The interests of the nations 
whose forces or whose land possessions may be involved 
in these military operations are further safeguarded by 
the power each nation retains to refuse the use of its 
forces for any project which it considers inadvisable 
unquote the New Zealand Government has accepted change 
and the matter is being referred to °nited States Joint 
Chiefs of Staff, whose concurrence is expected. 

Part 1. Refer to this as Cominch 002234 



08 2355 



Part 2 of 2 part message. New Zealand Government in 
accepting modification pointed out that the following 
reservations must be borne in mind: (l) New Zealand 
army equipment is of British type. (2) They must keep 
up their middle east forces. (3) They have overseas 
air force commitments for (a) training program in 
Canada, (b) New Zealand squadrons in the United Kingdom. 
(4) Consultation with the Prime Minister in New Zealand 
if required for future movements. Upon approval by 
United States Joint Chiefs of Staff change to directive 
to CinC Pacific Ocean Areas will be issued. T. nc j 2 
part message. Refer to this as Cominch 082234. 
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09 1215 C0HAIPP0PAC to COHCOPAC info CP-TCPAC. 



O 


08 0935 COMGEN 1st MARDI7. to CTF 62. Info C0MS0PAC. 

Urdis 070348. Boats landed vicinity P0038 (not Gincpac 
Grid). 3 miles west of CAPE ESPERANCE. Jap force thought 
possibly 1000. Infoimation of strength and exact location 
oeing gathered by Coast .'atcher. Area distant 2 days. 
Movement by trail not feasible for forces with necessary 
arms. Intend to attack as soon as APD's or other suitable 
water transportation made available to this division. 

Raiders and para troops made attack at TAIVU today. Full 
report on their return. In view this move no further action 
jeing taken your 031652 pending conference your arrival. 


Comcub ONE from CACTUS recommends SANTA ANA proceed there 
soon as possible and unload. C 0 mgen CACTUS 080251. In that 
ship is 700 bundles marston and 1200 rolls sommerfield mats. 
3000 drums avgas. Both gas and water tankage. Power shovel. 
All urgently required. Cub ONE executive has verified local¬ 
ly. Estimated 4 -"ays required to unload working 24 hours. 

-le will put on board some miscellaneous equipment recently 
requested. Foregoing seems p-ood solution if unloading time 
acceptable and I concur. Proposals my 08706 become alter¬ 
natives.. 9 planes crashed yesterday attempting to use 
CACTUS field which today Wednesday is practically inopera¬ 
tive. Situation serious and quick action necessary. 


08 2030 COMINCH to CINCPAC Info C 01, IS OP AC . COMA' Pill 3F0RS0PAC. 



Cincpac 062015 Marcorps directed to comply my 031313. Re¬ 
placements for personnel assigned raider battalion from units 
in STRAY/ will be made at time transfer is effected (about 
1 December) if situation warrants. Latest estimates on 
completion dates for APR's (referred to in Cominch serial 
01500 of July 23 1942 as APC's) are as follows September 
dash 23 October dash 20 November dash 7 total number involved 
50. Estimate 2 months from date completion for arrival on 
station Sopac. 


10 0202 CO' tVEST r "1A~'RC T ' T to CI"QRA3 info COMINCH. 




Comwestseafron originates. RD0 Hono pass to Cincpac for 
action. RD0 Uashn pass to Cominch for Info. From General 
DeY/itt. Following is paraphrase of personal report from 
Commanding General Alaska Defense Command on FIREPLACE 
Operation: Aumist 26th one Army reconnaissance force landed 
from submarine in KULTTK Bay ADAK Island. Aurust 27 th one Army 


(Continued on next page) 
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10 0202 C0HWEST3BAFR0M (Continued) 

reconnaissance force landed from submarine at SHAGAK Bay. 
Reconnaissance force on ADAK observed one enemy single 
motor float plane on August 27th. Plane passed from 
Northeast to Southwest and return but apparently did not 
observe our reconnaissance force. No other reports of 
enemy observation or units. Initial garrison transported 
on BELL. SAN MIHIEL and BRANCH arrived KULUK Bay August 
30th. All troops landed on that day. Unloading of 
transports completed September 6th. Troops this incre¬ 
ment consist of one infantry regiment less one battalion. 
One antiaircraft gun battery. Three antiaircraft auto¬ 
matic weapons batteries. One antiaircraft searchlight 
battery. One battery coast artillery 155 millimeter gun. 
One battery field artillery 105 millimeter howitzer. One 
battery field artillery 75 millimeter pack. Force head¬ 
quarters. Aircraft warning platoons, and Station com¬ 
plement. One battalion aviation engineers less one 
company and two platoons quartermaster corps company 
arrived via barge August 31st. Total garrison now ashore 
consists of 1G4 officers and 4372 enlisted men. Four 
thousand foot landing strip expected to be ready for 
operation September 10th. End paraphrased. 


10 0725 C0I.AMPHF0RS0PAC to COMSOPAC 
T*d by Comsopac t o CINCPAC 



The situation forecast in your 100725 and nightly bom¬ 
bardment CACTUS-RINGBOLT indicates urgent need for 
several PacFlt submarines that area. If these are sent 
recommend SoWesPac submarines operate on line NEW 
GEORGIA ISLAND - MANNING STRAIT'. 


10 1152 COMSOPAC to CINCPAC 


J 

O 


This is for Admiral Nimitz from Comsopac. Assume your 
091844 refers only to combatant naval forces which are 
organized as of 11 September as follows units designated 
as indicated in PacFlt Con notice 18CN-42 dated Aug. 8r 
Task Force 17 Rear Admiral Murray in HORNET, NORTH 
CAROLINA Cruisers Rear Admiral Good in NORTHAMPTON, 
PENSACOLA SAN DIEGO and Desron 2 plus DALE. HUGHES and 
WALKE at present absent on escort assignments will be 
ordered join Taskfor 17 as soon as practicable. Task 
Force 18 Rear Admiral Noyes in WASP Cruisers Rear 
Admiral Scott in SAN FRANCISCO, SALT LAKE CITY, HELENA, 
JUNEAU and Desron 12 less WOODWORTH and MCCALLA plus 
CLARK last named temporarily absent escorting. 


(continued on next page) 
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10 1152 GOMSOPaG to CINCPAC ( Continued) 

Task Forces 17 and 18 together comprise Task Force 61 
Rear Admiral Noyes. Task Force 62 Rear Admiral Turner 
Transdivs 8 and 10. Transdiv 12 less CALHOUN GREGORY 
LITTLE. Transdiv 2 less ALMAACK HARRIS. Transdiv 4 
less PROCYOK and ALCYONE plus ALCHIBA. Following units 
of Minron 2: Cominron 2 in HOPKINS, ZANE TREVER,' 
SOUTHARD, HOVEY. Transdivs of Task Force 62 are organi¬ 
zed into Divs in accord my approved dispatch 170841^of 
August. Task Force 63 near Admiral McCain CURTISS, 
MACKINAC, KACFARLAND, BALLARD with attached aircraft. 

Task Force 64 Rear Admiral Wright in MINNEAPOLIS, BOISE, 
LEAKDER Desdiv 22 plus FARRAGUT MACDONOUGH. Combatant 
units available SoPac area not assigned to Task Forces 
ATLANTA, HULL, AYLWIN, BENHAM Desdiv 15 less WILSON all 
of which currently or prospectively on escort assign¬ 
ments but later intended in part to augment task forces. 
Also GAMBLE, BREESE, TRACY currently employed in inter- 
base and aircraft tender escort assignments. Not in¬ 
cluded are Task Force 11 as constituted for return to 
Pearl my 080342 and Task Group 2.12 which I intend 
assign to Task Force 18 as soon as available, with 
Combatdiv 6 in WASHINGTON. ACHILLES made available 
2 months refit FULCRUM commencing mid September. MONOWAI 
utilized for special missions of short duration. 



11 1028 COMAIRGOPAC to MACKINAC info OONGOPAC. CTF 61. 

At 0500 L (-11) tomorrow Saturday MACKINAC BALLARD depart 
APRICOT retiring to South. All flyable planes take off 
daylight. Those on search proceeding on mission. Remainder 
as a group operate in general area to South and within 60 
miles APRICOT. If no threatening enemy contact received 
from search planes by 0830 L (-11) Task Group 63.5 less 
search planes return APRICOT. As replacement am sending 
one plane from SUTTON forenoon tomorrow call 46 V 35 . A 
second plane call 45^35 will arrive after completing search 
sector 5. Return any 2 your plane crews via BALLARD. 
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11 1302 COMIUCH TO CIKOPAC COMSOPAC INFO COM 12 COMSEFOR SUBGOM 




It v/ill be possible to embark 1 Army regimental combat 
team of 43rd infantry division approximate strength 5000 
in such a manner as to permit direct routing to White 
Poppy or diversion by you enroute. Estimate this regi¬ 
ment ready depart U.S. early October. Advise if this 
modificatJon in loading Army units specified in my 
291240 August desired by you. CofS U.S.A. informed. 

13 0933 Comairsopac to COMSOPAC Info CINCPAC. COMINCH. 

When I left at 0645 L (-11) today material situation 
OACTIF OKav except for gas shortage and no Marston mat. 
Personnel very tired - no rest at night account bombard¬ 
ment by surface craft or by day account air alerts. 
BUTTON normal. Turner and McCain at BUTTON. 


14 1045 CG CACTUS TO COISOPAC INTO COMINCH CINCPAC 





Enemy attacked throughout night striking at both flanks 
and rear of position. Attack on rear made in strength 
and repulsed only after severe fightings. Contact and 
mopping up operations continued throughout day. Our 
casualties approximately 35 dead 160 wounded. Enemy 
dead exceeded 500. At 2300 cruiser and 2 Dj^s bombarded 
Dukum area little damage no casualties. Enemy' zeros 
over at 0700 0300 and 1745. 4 shot down. Our losses 1 

F4. Pilot saved. All times L (-11). 

C.0.MAR 1st Div to COMSOPAC. CTF 62, 

15 0726 /Your ILoiPo. My 141045. Enemy struck in three areas. 

Cantured operation man indicated attack sent off as nlanned. 
Success of either thrust would have given him temoorary 
possession of air field. Thrust at rear was main effort. 
Difficult to determine numbers in nisiht attacks but forces 
on rifht flank and rear nro )ably exceeded 2000. Suspect 
destruction of )oats by aircraft at SAN JORGE Island and 
CAPE E°PSRANCE as cause. At 1200 love (-11) today al¬ 
though numerous snipers in nosition patrols to flank and 
rear had only one contact. Main effort made along narrow 
ridge was stopoed by 400 raiders and paratroops under 
Edson supported by intense artillery fire only after 10 
hours hand to hand firhting during which our troops suffered 
over fifty per cent casualties. We have lost three tanks. 
Our casualties to date are 363 some of which are only 
slightly wounded. 
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14 2247 CINOPAC to COMflQNEFPAC Info OOriNCK. CCMSO biC. C0HSU3PAC. 

For MacArthur from Nimitz. Plan to place one tender and six 
modern submarines under operational control Ghorraley. For 
best employment these and'in view disposal of S-boats made 
by Cominch 131830 request that as 7_boats withdraw you make 
available for Pacflt sub operations that portion your area 
bounded as follows. On South by lat 23 S. On west by long 
155-F to lat 11 S thence alone: a line to East Cape on 
southeast NEW GUINEA. Thence northwest along NEW GUINEA 
coast to longitude 142 E. Thence north to equator. 

16 0900 COMSOPAC to CTF 64. 65. Info CTF 63.17.18.CINCPA0. 

I T y information indicates ■'ossible slackening enemy effort 
against CACTUS for next day or two while reinforcing troops 
ashore for combined repeated attempts. Consider safest 
time entrance CACTUS next 2 days. At your discretion and 
provided sufficient fuel vessels transdiv 2 to make trip 
in and then out to rendezvous, proceed CACTUS reporting 
via DD your intention and ETA CACTUS. Am dispatching 
tanker daylight 17th grid posit G 4370 (Long 160-45 E lat 
20-00 S) to arrive 10 hours L (- 11 ) 18th thence to Grid 
Posit G4390 (Long 160-45 E Lat 15 - 00 ) arriving daylight 
next morning. Will issue further orders to tanker based 
on your intended movements 

15 0144 COMSU3PAC to CINCPAC - T’d COMINCH for action. 

In view of questionable value ARGONAUT as a mine-laying 
submarine in enemy waters due to great noise of mine gear 
and vulnerability of mine tube doors and recognized future 
need for combination submarine raider unit and cargo car¬ 
rier propose converting to an APF by removing mine racking 
equipment welding tube door Plantes and installing bunking 
facilities to provide for approximately 176 raiders with 
equipment. Submarine now at yard due to fuel tank leaks. 
Immediate approval desired to effect work without delay in 
Navy v ard. No further extensive alterations or Navy Yard 
work than removal mine racks welding mine tube doors and 
reballasting intended for present. 
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15 1905 OTF 8 to TF 8 Info COEINCH. Cr^AC, FREE'IAN. GREEN LAPS . 

DeWITT. 


12 B-24’s 14 ’-3^’s and 14 P-39's conducted coordinated 
low altitude bom)ing and strafing attack on installations 
KISKA Harbor and on shins in harbor and vicinity. Results: 

2 mine sweeners at submarine net sunk, direct hits and near 
misses on 3 large cargo vessels, hits on several small ves¬ 
sels and barges, lar^e fires in camp area and base, 4 
float zero fighters and 1 enemy oiolane shot down in flames, 
1 Jap 4 engined patrol plane burned on water, 3 submarines 
strafed by P-39’s with 37 milimeter guns, stores near dock 
strafed and exploded, all installations around harbor 
repeatedly strafed, total enemy casualties estimated at 
about 500, 1 enemy zero and 1 biplane possibly escaped. 

Own casualties: 2 P-38's collided in midair and crashed 
while attacking zero fighter, both pilots missing. Com- 
taskforce eight sends. Cominch Cincpac Freeman and Greens- 
lade all for info. Latter please inform DeWitt. 

15 1235 OTF 17 to COI'.ISOPAC. 



This supplements my 1st report. 33 55 escorted by DALE 
and ANDERSON ordered to BLEACHER at 2015 M (-12). Damage 
not serious. About 12 fuel tanks contaminated 120,000 
gallons unusable. Leaving heavy oil slick. None killed 
2 injured 3 unaccounted for. O'BRIEN ordered BUTTON. 

Damage localized forward chiefs quarters. No casualties. 
WASP had 8 fighters and 16 scouts in air. Now on HORNET 
less 1 scout water landed alongside DD. Pilot and pas¬ 
senger believed recovered. Para. Will send WASP planes 
BUTTON today and recover ITCRNET 15 scouts now there. Para. 
Condition WASP about 1800 M 15 observed from air. Burning 
fiercely forward of island and slightly down by xjw with 
list to nort. Believe shin being abandoned. Remainder 
task force 18 standing by. Para. Will operate north and 
east from BUTTON until completion fueling Friday. 
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19 0225 


CTF 8 to CINCPAJ Info COMNqWESTSEAFRON. 




Contaskfor 8 answers Cincoac 180215 with Comnowestsea- 
fron info adee. TALBOT now at yard BROOKS arriving 
shortly. Suggest conversion of these 2 ships begin at 
once. ’-Vi 11 release DENT HUMPHREYS SANDS WATERS to 
nroceed designated W e st Coast yard about October first 
or as soon as possible after arrival LONG CHANDLER LEMBER- 
TON. Am sending ELLIOT with HONOLULU deoarting about 
September 20th as this DMS in urgent need of structural 
renairs to be returned this force on comnletion overhaul. 
Must also return LAWRENCE to Conwestseafron by October 
15th. Am having conference DeWitt BUCKNER tomorrow sub¬ 
ject unknown to me. Comnletion nresent nhase FIREPLACE 
operations about end October should reduce cruiser com¬ 
mitment but will comment more fully after conference. 

For normal operations consider four modern destroj'ers 
adequate screen for four cruisers so GILMER KANE SANDS 
can frequently be made available for escort duty unless 
further joint commitments develons for fall and winter. 
Copy by hand to Comalsec. 
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20 1949 CTF-8 TO CINCPAC COMINCH 




Troops cargo debarking AUOM SKP transports at climate 
screened by 2 DD since forenoon 19th. Troops cargo 
debarked cavern completing occupation. No report yet 
as to status of work of construction of fighter field. 
Buckner and I agreed task one of Fireplace project 
"Seizure and occupation" in accordance Joint Chief Staff 
directive contained in Cominch 050003 completed. Pro¬ 
ject now in phase of Task 2. Army forces at Longview 
have terminated statoidus task group under my command 
and assumed statoidus unit of ADC. Force nov/ at strength 
approximately 5,000. My supporting operations air and 
surface continue unchanged. 

21 0030 CTF-8 TO CINCPAC COMINCH 


CTF-8 sends to Cincpac Cominch. Intend repeated low 
altitude bombing attacks of Kiska but weather has pre¬ 
vented repetition since September 14th attack. Kiska 
harbor now netted on line from north head to south 
head prevents for present contemplated MY boat attack 
on shipping there. 

C ' ' Ji 
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22' 1002 C0M30PAC to CTF 17. 64. CINO^AC. CT? 62. 63. COMINCH. OBDIV 6. 

The following reorganization of Taskforces 17 and 64 is 
effective upon joining of Task Grout) 66.4 with Task Force 
17 and attached units ray 201242. Tactical distri nation of 
units V HT new taskforces will be effected when practicable 
as directed by senior task force commander. Afirra. Task 
Force 17 striking force Rear Admiral Murray in HORNET, 
WASHINGTON, NORTH A T IPTO N, PENSACOLA, ATLANTA, °AN DIEGO, 

JITNEAH, Desron 2 less O’BRIEN nlus BENHAJ , BARTON and MEADE. 
Baker. Task Force 64 screening and attack force Rear Admiral 
Scott SAN FRANCISCO, KINNEAP0LI 0 , SALT LAKE CITY, CHESTER, 
BOISE, HELENA, Desron 12 less WOODWORTH nlus NICHOLAS. 

Absent units will be directed join Taskforces soon as prac¬ 
ticable . 

to 

21 2207 COMAZ.TPHFORSOPAC. /CONINCH. TIDOS HSMC. Info CINCPAC. etc. 

Amnhibious combined with juncle warfare in South Pacific 
shows following. Comamohforsopac sends. Need for rapid 
means to cut trails clear fields of fire and construct field 
fortifications in dense undergrowth. Japanese are making 
major attacks at night by ruse infiltration and direct 
assault. Japanese control is excellent due to effective use 
of small portable radio transmitters and receivers which are 
much superior to our own. Our yellow painted munitions are 
easily spotted by enemy. Aviation bombs are hard to conceal. 
Japanese see our briehtly nainted grenades either day or 
night and throw them back. Need for reducing volume of 
construction materials to be transported. Para. In view of 
foregoing recommend following. Afirra. Provide following 
tools each company three double fitted axes, nine heavy duty 
pack mattocks, nine heavy duty short handled shovels, six 
heavy duty long handled shovels, two cost hole diggers, two 
cross cut saws, two dash man. 3aker. Double present 
allowance brush hooks. Cast. Provide two commercial raacheetes 
v/ith broad hea ?y blade for each snuad. Dog. Increase allow¬ 
ance nails assorted by one ton ner division. Easy. Provide 
trip flares of at least one minute duration and long burning 
illuminating orojectiles for use in 60 and 81 millimeter mor¬ 
tars. Fox. Replace oresent oortable radio transmitters and 
receivers with efficient waternroof li^htwei -ht tyne. George. 
Increase allowance of these radios so olatoon leaders have 
them. Ilyno. Provide efficient oortable receivers for snuad 
leaders. Inter. Eliminate yellow, red and other bright 
colors. Paint bombs, grenades, fuel drums, and vehicles with 
nonrefleeting oaint. Army combat vehicles naint suita )le 
except color should be mettled green. Jig. Provide one 
small oortaole sawmill with newer unit per regiment. King. 
Double orespnt allowance hand carts. Mike. Three utility 
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21 2207 0OMAT.’PHIBFORSOPAO (Continued) 

part for second Mardiv recommended as follows. Love. Leave 
scout car company and one fifty five millimeter howitzer 
battalion in United States. Mike. Grours three and five 
enuinment and nersonal oaagage particular neuter clothing be 
reduced to minimum. Negat. Vehicles be only those suitaole 
for rough terrain no sedans nor station wa/rans. Option. 

Plan for five units of fire fifty days rations accompany 
troops in landings clan f or equal amounts as reserve with 
second base deoot LONGBOW. 

20 2130 CTF 8 to MONTGOMERY, CI TT C?AC. TO ft. PRUITT. °ICARD t RAMSAY. 

This is OTF 8 Op Order 11-42, Organization. Task Group 
8.12. Mike Division 1, PPTJITT, PIG ADD, MONTGOMERY, RAMSAY. 
Information. Own Army Forces have occupied ADAK and ATKA 
Islands and are garrisoning and constructing landing fields 
thereon. Considerable movement of friendly shinning includ¬ 
ing transnorts cargo and submarines vicinity of ALEUTIAN 
Chain. Japanese have seized KISi LA and ATTU Islands. Enemy 
base on KI°KA Harbor. Enemy forces in vicinity may include 
combatant ships all types nlus land and seaplanes plus 
several types auxiliaries. Code name LONGVIEW is ADAK, and 
CAVERN is ATKA. Plan. Mine designated approaches to 
LONGVIEW and provide antisubmarine screens and escorts as 
directed. Task. Mine Division 1 lay mines in approaches to 
KULUK Bay in accordance with instructions which will be 
received upon arrival LONGVIEW. Provide anti suomarine 
coverage and escorts as directed. Proceed LONGVIEW via AMUKTA 
PASS, thence through point 20 miles north of NORTH CAPE 
ATKA ISLAND, thence through point 20 miles north of SWALLOW 
HEAD on GREAT SITKIN ISLAND, and thence to LONG VIE'" 1 '. Enter 
KULUK BAY only through northern entrance and during daylight. 
Report arrival LONGVIEW via first airplane returning to 
DUTCH HARBOR or UMNAK. Communications. Accordance Pac 70 
exceut eruard NPG Fox instead of NPM Fox. Maintain strict 
radio silence. Obtain standard communication plan LONGVIEAT 
and comnly. 
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23 1326 COMSOPAC to C0MCU3 1 and 13. COMAIRSOPAC. etc. 





The following policy is established relative to the 
employment of CUB ACORNS and Naval Construction Battalions 
in the WHITE POPPY BUTTON CACTUS RINGBOLT areas: (a) 

All materials and personnel of CUBS 1 and 13 and construc¬ 
tion battalions 6 and 7 now in BUTTON CACTUS RINGBOLT are 
available for any one of those bases. ACORN ONE less its 
construction battalion will be landed at BUTTON and will 
be available for same bases. Decision as to priorities of 
needs between those bases as effects aviation construction, 
facilities and operations is a function of Comairsopac. 

(c) Option ACORN ONE on arrival report to CG BUTTON under 
principle unity of command as CO Naval Advanced Base 
BUTTON. 'b) CO CUB 13 designated as CO Base Construction 
Depot WHITE POPPY which includes materials and personnel 
of CUBS 1 and THIRTEEN now at WHITE POPPY and the construc¬ 
tion battalion accompanying ACORN ONE. This depot will 
be employed for construction of WHITE POPPY base. (c) In 
general additional construction material and personnel sent 
this area will be received by the Base Construction Depot 
WHITE POPPY and will be available for movement forward by 
increments as needed, however present and future needs of 
personnel and material and extent of unloading facilities 
and congestion of port will be factors in deciding the port 
of debarkation of future shipments. Advanced areas will 
advise Comsopac as to requirements not available at BUTTON 
or in ACORN ONE. My 072206 modified to accord with above. 
Action COMCUBONE,COMAIRSOPAC, COMGEN CACTUS, COMGEN BUTTON. 
COMCUB 13 has by hand for action. Anderson pass to COM 
ACORN ONE for action. Action addees acknowledge by air- 
mailgram. Following have by hand for info COMSERONSOPAC, 
COMGENSOPAC, COMAMPHIBSOPAC. 

23 1251 COMSOPAC to VICEOPNAV. CINCPAC. Info COM 12 COMSERONPAC. 

BUDOCKS. 



WHITE POPPY has of necessity become extremely active and 
congested port. Unloading handling storing and housing 
facilities totally inadequate or non existent. Urgent 
requirement of extreme importance to present operations is 
equipment to get large quantities of cargo from ship to 
shore. Request earliest nossi )le shipment of following 
items robbing all available LION CUB ACORN or other stocks 
with immediate shinment of availa >le items. Twenty self 
propelled barges of each of three sizes 50 ton, 100 ton 
and 250 ton. After cargo congestion of this oort has been 
relieved some of these barges will ?e moved forward. All 
barges desired selfpropelled type. 20 wharf units five by 


(Continued on next page) 
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23 1251 COMSOPAC (Continued) 

twelve standard. 20 bridge units. 12 five ton truck 
spares. 12 five ton crawler cranes. 6 fifteen ton 
crawler crsnes. 20 five ton dump trucks. 40 ten wheel 
trucks ten pickup trucks. 20 jeeps nuarter ton. Five 
5 ton HYSTER trucks. Two automotive repair shops. Two 
floating pile drivers complete. Piles lumber and hardware 
for foray by 500 foot pier with 60 foot piles. All above 
items to be complete with auxiliary equipment tools spare 
parts with two sets of general hand tools. Of a Dove items 
pontoon and weight handling equipment will be of greatest 
immediate usefulness. 

23 2249 CIN0PAC to COMINCH. COMDT MARCORPS. Info COMSOPAC. OPNAV. etc . 

Concur recommendations Comamphioforsopac 212207 except 
leaving 155 mm howitzer battalion in U.S. Although im¬ 
mediate operations do not require this artillery because 
enemy had not yet consolidated his positions future opera¬ 
tions against defended places will beyond doubt require 
powerful artillery. 155 mm should be in area when needed. 


927 















-SEGfiEg- 

^ SEPTEMBER (GOT) 

24 2311 C0M50PAC to COMINCH. CINCPAC. COMSWPAC. CTF 17 62 63 6k. 


0 

Ghormley sends. Operations 24th. k enemy DDs attacked by 

8 SBDs 150 miles northwest GUADALCANAL. No damage. 1215 

L (-11) 24th bombed enemy transports SHORTLAND Island and 
TONOLEH HARBOR with B17s. 22 enemy vessels including CL 

there. Ceiling 15,000 feet. Three hits 6 near hits. 20 
enemy fighting clanes defended. 1 sure 3 possibly shot 
down. On GUADALCANAL 23rd extended ground patrols indicate 
no enemy vicinity position except stragglers. 1 Ian killed 

1 prisoner. Continued air strafing TASSAFRONGA to SAFURU. 
Carpender pass to MacArthur. 23rd 1 of 5 single engines 
single float planes at Manning Strait attacked B17 and was 
shot down. Bombed REK^iTA with incendiaries and 100 nound 
bombs. 

25 1456 

COMSOPAC TO COMINCH COMSWPACFOR CTF 62-17-63-64 CINCPAC 

O 

Operations 25th. On Guadalcanal 24th 1 battalion on ex¬ 
tended patrol made contact 4 miles to south of position 
at sunset. Fighting continued into night when enemy with¬ 
drew* Our losses 7 dead 25 wounded. Enemy losses not 
yet reported. 4 enemy DDs towing landing boats were 
attacked by 2 SBDs 2100 L (-11) 24th. Despite repeated 
attacks by other SBDs and TBFs enemy ships continued 
toward Guadalcanal until 0130 when within 8 miles Cape 

Esperance were turned away. Damage unknown. Rekata Bay 

24th B-17 encountered 3 float zeros one type 95 single 
float seaplane. Latter shot down. Carpender pass to 

MacArthur. 

25 1950 

CTF-8 to TF-8 info CINCPAC COMINCH etc. 

c 0 

Reconnaissance Chichagof Harbor and Holtz Bay by B-24 on 

22 and 23 September drew no gun fire from either place 
planes flying as low as 200 feet. No vessels in harbor 
no sign of life ashore. Pilot reports installations 
between Chichacof and Holts have been abandoned. No guns 
observed in emplacements. Photographs verified this ob¬ 
servation and in addition show dock in Chichagof Harbor 
has been removed. Original houses of village remain. 

These observations indicate that the Japanes have aban¬ 
doned Attu. The presence of light nine layers recently 
at Attu indicate the possibility that harbors have been 
mined. Action of enemy probably influenced by the vul¬ 
nerability of small outlying garrisons. Have Issued 
orders to destroy the remaining buildings and installa¬ 
tions on A ttu. This from CTF-8. NPM pass to Cincpac 
and NSS pass to Comlnch both for info. 

0 
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26 0434 COMSOPAC TO CG POPPY INFO CINCPAC COMINCH etc. 




26 0645 



For action CG Poppy info CG Sopac CG White Poppy 
Comgenseronsopac and Captain Dudley have by hand. 
Comsopac sends. Captain Roy Dudley is herewith tem¬ 
porarily designated as Commanding Officer US Naval 
Advanced Base White Poppy will report to CG Poppy for 
this duty under principal of unity of command and 
will proceed with the organization and development 
of the base which is to include the following naval 
shore activities in the port area port directors office, 
Base construction depot, Receiving Station, Naval 
supply depot, Naval aviation supply depot, naval 
ammunition depot. Mobile hospital, section base. Naval 
radio station, Radio material office, Public Works 
Office, Fleet post office. Naval dispensary andother 
naval activities that may be assigned. 

CTF-8 TO CINCPAC COMINCH 

CTF-8 sends. Considerable increased activity at Kiska 
many large ships in the harbor one large ship probably 
submarine tender observed south of the island. Cause 
this increased activity not yet apparent. Am intensi¬ 
fying offensive air and submarine operation and tight¬ 
ening coverage Fireplace while increasing scouting 
observation until enemy intentions are determined. 
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26 1256 COMSOPAC to CINCPAC. COMSOWESPAC. CTF 17 62 63 64 . COMINCH. 

Operations 26th. REKATA BAY 25 th B17 strafed beach silenc¬ 
ing 2 machine gun emplacements damaging 1 single engine 
float Bi-plane on water. Same day TONOLEI HARBOR 2 317’s 
bombed ships. Believe 1 500 pound bomb hit stern CA. In 
harbor 15 miles southeast BUKA PASSAGE 1 317 bombed 3 ships 
Believe 1 500 pound hit stern AV. TONOLEI HARBOR 25 th B17 
saw 12 single engine float biplanes and float zeros. Shot 
down 3 in flames. Another probably. GUADANCANAL 25 th 
extensive air and ground patrolling continued. Area from 
KOLI POINT to MATANIKOU RIVER free of enemy forces. All 
approaches and entire coastline covered by air search 
from 1500 to 0130 L (-11) 26th but no contact. VBCOGE 
area bombed. Ghormley sends. Carpender pass to idacArthur. 

26 1259 COMSOPAC to CINCPAC Info COMINCH. VICE OPNAV . 

Recommend decision as to location of South Pacific ad¬ 
vanced base depot be deferred as situation is changing too 
rapidly. SUVA not favored as administration would be 
difficult. An emergency advanced base deoot is being set 
up at WHITE POPPY for CUB materials which could not be 
delivered at forward bases. Vice Opnavs 241938 is the des¬ 
patch on which this is comment. 


26 1302 COMINCH to CINCPAC. Info COM 12. C0MGENDEFF0R SAMOAN GROUP. 



Consider that Army and Marine units which may oe moved up 
to forward positions should receive Amphibious training. 
Anticipate estaolishing limited number of Amphibious train¬ 
ing groups (as equipment and personnel become available) in 
key locations in central and South Pacific areas, each to 
consist of 1 standard landing craft unit organized as 
directed Cominch serial 00811 of August 16 1942. Should 
you concur, suggest locate your groups as follows, STRAW, 
FANTAN or V/HITE POPPY, SPOONER, and COPPER. Training 
groups in South Pacific Area under general control of Com- 
amphforsopac. War Department concurs in above plan and 
suggested locations. Advise. Comsopac pass to C of S 
US Army (Sopac Theater) for info. 

26 2020 CTF 8 to TF 8. Info C0MWESTSEAFR0N. COMINCH. CINCPAC. etc. 


sj 


Comtaskfor 8 sends. 15 bombers and 28 pursuit attacked 
KISKA September 25. Preliminary results as reported by 
PBY: 1 AK left burning, 1 seanlane fighter shot down and 

6 out of 10 seanlane fighters destroyed on water. Photo 
KISKA HARBOR show 2 AK’s or AP’s, 2 minelayers. 8 smaller 
craft and many motor launches. Amplifying report will be . 
made when full particulars are known here. 
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26 2330 CTF 8 to TF 8 . Info COMINCH. CINCPAC. COM 12. Etc. 

Comtaskforce 8 262020 amplified. 9 B-24's took part in 
attack with 11 P- 39 ’s and 17 p -40's, 1 3-17 and 1 B-24 
photo shins. Renort hits on 1 transnort 2 suomarines 
strafed, 1 float nlane shot down and from 5 to 8 float 
nlanes out of 20 caught on surface. Shore installations 
strafed. Enemy casualties estimated 150. Only minor 
damage to our nlanes. 2 nd attack attempted in afternoon 
forced to turn back due to weather. 3 B-24’s bombed shore 
installations on previous day. Extent of damage to enemy 
unknown. Stations addressed deliver locally for info to 
Cominch, Cincpac, Admirals Greenslade and Freeman and SanFran 
also to General DeWitt. 

27 1436 OOMSOPAC TO COMINCH CINCPAC COMSWPAC CTF 64 63 62 17 . 

Operations 27th. 26th 8 B-17s struck shipping Faisi 
Shortland. 1 large AP hit heavily left burning probably 
sunk. 1 CA hit on stern left afire. 3 float zeros and 

3 float biplanes shot down. B-17 on patrol at Faisi 
attacked by 4 float zeros. 1 damaged forced land in 
water. B-17 on patrol Rekata Bay strafed single engine 
float biplane on beach. 26th small enemy force was con¬ 
tacted west Matanikau river. Was being encircled morn¬ 
ing 27th. Patrols on Florida killed 9 captured 3 . 

Ghormley sends. Carpender pass to MacArthur. 27th at 
Guadalcanal 1355 Love (-11) 18 Jap bombers escorted by 
13 fighters were engaged by our fighters. Enemy losses 

4 bombers 5 fighters. All our planes returned. 1 SBD 
on ground destroyed. 

28 1326 C0MS0PAC to COMINCH. CINCPAC COMSWPAC, CTF 62 63 64 17. 

Operations 28th. While on patrol 27 th plane shot down 1 
single float biolane 35 miles south GIZO. Same day B-17 
near NANFNAGA ISLAND attacked by Jap seaplane. Ghormley 
sends. Carpender pass to MacArthur. GUADALCANAL had its 
49th air raid 28th. 25 Jap bombers 18 zeros at 1345. Our 

fighters intercepted. Japs jettisoned bombs. Jap losses 
23 bombers 1 zero. Our losses no pilots no planes no damage. 


931 
















^ -seen et"~ 

SEPTEMBER (QCT) 



29 1226 CQMSOPAC to COMINCH. CINCPAC. COMSWESPAC. CTF 17 62 63 64. 

Operations 29 th. On GUADALCANAL during night 26th-27th 
enemy reinforced his position at MATANIKAU, Operations 
continuing at last report but enemy not yet dislodged. 
Ghormley sends. Carrender pass to MacArthur. Air opera¬ 
tions impeded bad weather. 


30 0030 CTF 8 to TF 8. COMINCH, CINCPAC. COMGEN WDC. COMV/ESTSEAFRON.etc , 





Attack on KISKA Sept 27 th by 6 B 24*s: Dropped 48 500 pound 
bombs from altitude of 1 to 3000 feet on ships in harbor and 
shore installations, shot down 1 float zero, no further 
damaged reports as yet, no losses, most AA fire received 
from ships in harbor. Also 27th Sept 3 bombers attacked 
enemy transport and destroyer 100 miles north KEMICHI, near 
misses in stern causing transport to stop. Night attack 
on KISKA 28 September by 8 B24’s supported by 17 fighters: 

4 float zeros shot down, 1 submarine reported sunk with 
500 round oomb, hits and near misses by 8 500 pound bombs 
on 1 transport considered badly damaged and sinking, all 
bombing at 5000 feet, 64 500 pound bombs dropped on ships 
and shore installations, AA opposition stronger than on 
previous attack, our losses one P 39 down at sea 5 miles 
southeast LITTLE KISKA pilot believed lost, one B-24 
hydraulic system damaged by gun fire andcracked up on 
landing 1 of crew slightly wounded, 3 destroyers left KISKA 
harbor during attack. 2nd attack launched 1058 W (plus 10) 
no reports as yet. Catalina drooped 2 charges 28th along¬ 
side small enemy freighter 50 miles north of BULDIR with 
possible damage to freighter. Also 28th September bombers 
burned and photographed ATTU village no opposition however 
weather plane reported being fired on from ATTU, no amplify¬ 
ing report but possible indication presence of lookout 
station. 




932 















SEPTEMBER (GCT) 

30 2335 CTF-8 TO TF-8 INFO CINCPAC COMINCH COM-14 etc. 




Comtaskfor 8 amplified report of operations 28 Sept. 

3 B-24s destroyed with thermite bombs all buildings 
Attu village except church, heavy explosions among 
houses during fire, bombers then dropped 4 thermite 
bombs astradle freighter north of Buldir Island also 
strafed ship silencing AA guns. 5 B-24s supported by 
16 fighters in afternoon attack on Kiska bombed shipping 
at 9000 feet, near misses, no interception, no battle 
damage. 3 B-24s bombed freighter north of Sirius Point 
at 1 to 4000 feet, near misses. Observation south of 
Kiska reports tents, stores, excavation, auxiliary 
vessel and boat in Gertrude Cove, encountered 37mm fire. 
No morning mission 29th due to weather. Deliver locally 
to Cominch Cincpac Freeman and Greenslade all for info. 
Latter to inform Dewitt. Buckner has by hand. 


30 1022 COMAMPHFORSOPAC TO BUSHIPS OPNAV INFO CINCPAC COMINCH Etc. 




This is part 1 of Comamphforsopac 301030. Following 
despatches not to all addees are referenced. Comtrans- 
groupsopac 232350 August. Buships 022231. RDO Washing¬ 
ton 032120. Com 12 230120. My 232249, 250607 and 290604. 
Incident to operations August September following land¬ 
ing craft have been left at bases Cactus Ringbolt Button 
Fetlock and are necessary to their operation maintenance 
and support: Tank lighters 26 tare roger 55 tare 74. 

Due weather and enemy action others have been damaged 
beyond repair. Replacement boats actually received 
form negligible proportion of above total. In addition 
to actual existing deficiency of approximately 150 boats 
(33 percent) in 18 ships of transgroups boat engines 
and spare parts are being depleted at an alarming rate. 
This due to continuous necessity utilize large number 
boats in loading unloading and shifting cargo without 
dock or adequate water transport and lack boat repair 
and maintenance facilities at forward bases. 


30 1030 


U 


Part two. Some boats not operatable due lack of neces¬ 
sary engine parts. This force as a whole therefore 
not now ready for large scale task by reason boat 
deficiencies. Para none of references indicate any 
replacement tank lighters enroute this area and this 
type is essential. Para previous request have been to 
small and have failed to envision past present and pros¬ 
pective needs. Para in addition to replacement existing 
deficiency of 150 landing craft, replacement plans should 
provide starter stock 50 percent spare boats latter to 
be increased to 100 percent within next 6 months plus 
additional numbers for training pools. Corresponding 

increase in repair and maintenance facilities afloat and 
at bases this area also required. Para request this be^, 
threated as urgent requisition and that movement boats ^ 
and parts to this force be expedited. End. 














OCTOEER (GCT) 

01 0454 COMSOPAC TO COMINCH INFO CINCPAC OPNAV. 




Request acorns 3 and 4 be shipped to White Poppy. Cominch 
172240. Recommend plans be held in abeyance for shipment 
to Sopac area of remaining 4 acorns. Request 1 complete 
Yards and Docks component of Cub including 1 construction 
battalion be sent to White Poppy. Lion components depend 
on approval of projects for spooner but the current im¬ 
portance of bases in spooner has decreased and White 
Poppy development i3 of the greatest urgency in view of 
extremely limited shore facilities. Critical items are 
equipment for unloading and weight handling, water 
transportation, tugs, and spare parts for all such equip¬ 
ment. Following additional recommendations are also in 
answer to Vice Opnav 241725 regarding escort vessels. 

For major maintenance base Auckland directive for which 
has been issued by Opnav recommend surface ship repair 
component of Lion including also 1 flating drydock ARD 2 
type. For voyage repairs Borabora Samoa Tongatabu and 
Noumea recommend repair facilities equivalent to an AD 
plus an ART 2 dock at Tongatabu. Vice Opnav letter 
020803 August 17 not received. 
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30 1300 COMSOPAC to CINCPAG, COMSV/PAC. COMINCH. MacARTHUR. TG 62.6. etc . 



Operations 30th. On GUADALCANAL during 28th and 29 th con¬ 
tinued patrol activity out no contact. Enemy remains in 
occupation MITANIKAU line. FLORIDA patrol killed five Japs 
at HAROVO. No casualties our patrol. 29 th at 1400 love (-11) 
about 20 zeros followed by small group bombers approached from 
•northwest. One squadron our fighters intercepted zeros. 

Bombers jettisoned northwest SAVO and fled. Two zeros prooably 
four shot down. Our loss one plane one pilot. 30th ALHENA 
reports being torpedoed while returning from CACTUS Lat 10-47 
south long 161-16 east. Shaft sprung. NAVAJO enroute to tow 
her. Ohormley sender Carpender pass to MacARTHUR. 


01 1716 COMSOPAC to COMINCH. CINCPAC. C0MS0WE5PAC. CTF 17 62 63 64. 


Fires started Jap gasoline storage REKATA BAY 30th by 9 
quarter ton bombs. Operations first. 29 th GUADALCANAL patrol 
activity only. No ground contact. Search planes destroyed 
2 float biplanes bombed AA installations REKATA Bay. 4 enemy 
boats landing supplies VISALE attacked by our search planes 


later by P-400’s and SBD’s. P-400’s bombed strafed enemy 


trucks and troops near KOKUMBONA. Yesterday's report air 
action GUADALCANAL should read 4 shot down probably 6. 
GHORMLEY sends. Carpender pass to MacARTHUR. GUADALCANAL 


30th usual patrols. SBD's attacked REKATA BAY damaging 2 


float planes and burning dump. SBD's and P-400's attacked 




supply dump KOKTJMBONA and TENARU. No plane losses. 


01 2100 CTF-8 TO TF-8 INFO COMINCH CINCPAC COMWES & NORWES SEAFRON 



Attack on Kiska September 30th made by 9 B-24s at altitude 
of 15000 ft. Photographs show one possible two direct hits 
one near miss on transport left burning. Three fires started 
in camp area. AA fire heavy but inaccurate. One bomber 
attacked by two pursuits. No damage to own planes. Septem¬ 
ber 29th photo ship dropped bombs at low level and strafed 
deck of small cargo ship which was bombed 28th north of Attu. 

No opposition or sign of life. Possibly abandoned. Photos 
taken. Comtasfor 8 sends. NSS pas 3 to Cominch. NPM to 
Cincpac. NPC to Comnorwestseafrontier and NPG to Comwestseafron. 


01 0812 COMSOPAC TO COMINCH INFO CINCPAC. 


( ) 

W 


Com3opac replying to Cominch 181236. Carrier task forces have 
now used White Poppy as replenishment anchorage on two accasions. 
Carrier anchored Great Road just inside anti torpedo net 
cruisers generally berthed Dumbea Bay due necessity use Great 
Road berths to facilitate unloading cargo ships with limited 
dock and barge facilities. Only one berth inside Great Road 
feasible for carrier or battleship. Dumbea Bay affords large 
number BAT ships berths satisfactory except no underwater 
protection. Material on hand for 2 individual anti torpedo 
nets not yet prepared for use due employment net detail in- 
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01 0812 (Continued) 

stalling Grdat Road and Little Entrance nets. 2 nets 
on hand expected ready within 2 weeks. Following under¬ 
water defense equipment requires to make safe anchorage 
for single carrier task force. A. material for 3 additional 
individual anti torpedo nets. B. Sound equipped gate 
barges to detect sub attempting entry behind ship. C. 

Small craft sound equipped to patrol in vicinity*of loop. 
Simultaneous use of ’White Poppy as replenishment anchor¬ 
age by 2 carrier task groups not considered advisable. 

30 0049Z C OF S ARMY TO CG HAWDEPT INFO CINCPAC . 

397/29th - To provide amphibious training for units your 
command in preparation for possible assumption offensive 
action in Pacific, Cominch contemplates dispatching your 
area one standard landing craft unit capable of trans¬ 
porting reinforced infantry battalion (Cominch dispatch 
261302 NCR 9532). Your comments desired on the following 
plan for establishment of amphibious training center: 1. 
Initial location on Island of Hawaii with a view to giving 
training to units of 27th division without unnecessarily 
interfering with accomplishment of assigned mission. 2. 
Movement of training center or combat units so as to 
provide rotational training of all divisions your command 
for Hawaiian Department (signed Marshall). 3. Amphibiously 
trained units echeloned forward as needed for offensive 
action. 4. Forces echeloned forward to be replaced by 
mainland units which will in turn be trained in amphibious 
and jungle warfare. Complexity of defensive organization 
on island of Oahu fully appreciated by war department. 
However, deemed necessary to train 24th and 25th divisions 
with view toward their possible utilization elsewhere on 
offensive missions and assumption their present functions 
by less well trained division. Priority radio reply 
desired to Include requirements In Army boat and shore 
units necessary to augment navy landing craft unit to 
provide training on scale you feel essential. Marshall. 


936 















o 


^S EGRE^ 

OCTOBER 


02 1436 


02 2025 


02 2120 


03 1356 




COMSOPAC TO CTFs 17.62.63.64 CINCPAC COMINCH COMSOWESPAC 

Sopac operations. October 1st 5 SBDs 5 TBFs from GUADAL¬ 
CANAL attacked 4 Jap DDs lat 09-05 S, Long 158-05 E, at 
1900 L (-11). 1 DD damaged left dead in water. 3 TBFs 

failed return. Ghormley sends. Carpender pass to Mac- 
Arthur. 

CTF-8 to TF 8 info CINCPAC COMINCH etc. 

7 B-24s from 15,000 feet bombed seaplane base and other 
installations Kiska Harbor and main campwtih incendi¬ 
ary and demolition bombs during morning October one. 

Fires observed. Photos taken. Enemy shipping evidently 
now being routed well north of Kiska and close to track 
of Russian ships. From CTF-8. Stations addressed 
deliver locally to Cominch Cincpac West and Norwest Sea 
Frontier Comdrs and Comgen West Def Command. 

COMINCH TO CINCPAC INFO CTF 8 COMWEST & NORWEST SEAFRON 


If you are not an addressee do not decode further. 

Dewitt and Theobald have agreed on the following garri¬ 
sons: (A) Adak about 11,000 including 2 regimental 
corrtoat teams 1 regiment AA artillery 15 light tanks 
8 155mm guns and 8 105mm or 75mm field guns. (B) Tanaga 
about 4,000 including 1 battalion infantry reinforced 

2 batteries auto weapons AA 4 155mm CA guns and 4 105mm 
or 75mm field guns. Para 2 War department considers it 
impracticable at this time to increase present commit¬ 
ments to 11th air force which are 30 heavy bombers 40 
medium bombers and 155 fighters. Pars 3 The chief of 
Staff Army and I consider that under present circum¬ 
stances the aforementioned forces are adequate for area 
in question. 

COMSOPAC to CINCPAC. COMINCH, C0MS7/PAC. CTF 62.63.64.17. 

Daily dope. Sopac operations. GUADALCANAL 1st October 
only one ground contact. One prisoner. P-400 f s and 
artillery straffed small hostile groups from KOKUM BUNA 
to VISALE. Hostile plane over GUADALCANAL 2130 Love (-11). 

3 more at 0405 love 2nd. Dropped few bombs igniting gas 
dump. 80 foot boat with antenna and radio equipment 
straffed set on fire by B-I7*s reconnaissance at GREEN¬ 
WICH ISLAND. Reconnaissance planes REKATA BAY 2nd dropped 
ten 100 pounders. Large explosion in palm grove. October 
2nd usual ground patrols. No contact. One prisoner. 30 
zeros followed by small group bombers our area at 1310 

no bombs dropped four zeros shot down. Our losses 6 
fighters four pilots. One SSD landed in water. Gunner 
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03 1356 COMSOPAC (Continued). 




resscued pilot killed. Two SBD's failed to return search. 
Single hostile plane over area at 2100 and 0430. Japs 
attacked by P-400 at NARAB0, TENAR0, KOKUM and POINT CRUZ. 
Crews of three TBF's lost on first reported rescued. Morn¬ 
ing search disclosed large group enemy landing boats well 
camouflaged inside VIRU repeat VIRU HARBOR south coast NEW 
GEORGIA. On afternoon third 9 enemy DD one CA sighted 
northwest of CACTUS. 7 SBD and TBF attacked cruiser and 2 
DD lat 08-32 south long 158-15 east at 1715 love with no 
apparent damage. Ships observed to continue on course 120 
speed 30 until 1800, Ghormley sends. Carnender oass to 
MacARTHUR. 




03 2010 11 B-24’s and 6 P-39’s attacked KISKA HARBOR and installa¬ 
tions morning of October 2nd. 25 1,000 demolition bombs 
dropped from 10,000 feet on 2 cargo ships, no direct hits 
observed. 71 500 pound demolition bombs dropped in camp 
area, hits throughout area, direct hit on hangar at seaplane 
ramp. 1 -Tan biolane destroyed by B- 24 , 4 zero float fighters 
shot down by P-39’s. Our losses 2 killed in head on attack. 
AA fire heavier and more accurate than usual particularly 
from north HEAD. Shore stations deliver info copies. NSS 
to Cominch NPM to Cincpac NPC to Comnowestseafron. NPG to 
Comweseafron and Comgen V/DC. 


05 0211 CQMSO'TESPACTOR to COMINCH Info CINCPAC. COHSTT BSQ'VESPAC. 




Plans now developed advance base EXMOUTH GULF with further 
plans move bases northward soon as nossible. Part 2 from 
Comsowespacfor action ^ominch Info Cincpac Comsubsowespac. 

2 vessels Subdiv 201 have reported Cincpac and last 2 ves¬ 
sels this division depart SUMAC about 19th October. Recom¬ 
mend as follows (A) Complete transfer to Southwest Pacific 
Force of Subron 6 and 8 total 24 submarines as proposed in 
Cincpac Serial 0192 of 26 August. (B) Transfer Subdivs 21, 

22 and 202 in exchange accordance schedule proposed same 
reference. (C) Retain 3 tenders (PELIAS, HOLLAND and 
GRIFFIN) in Southwest Pacific area. HOLLAND to be trans¬ 
ferred Cincpac in exchange for FULTON at date to be determined 
later. (D) In addition retain Subdiv 53 (6 S type subs) until 
additional division fleet submarines arrives to relieve 
them. (E) Complete assignment at least 30 fleet submarines 
this area at earliest date. This number to be increased to 
36 soon thereafter as possible. 
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05 0150 C0MS0V/E Q PA C FO R to COMINCH Info CINCPAC. C0HSU3S0WESPAC . 

Cominch Serial 00928 of 6 September 1942. Minimum 30 
fleet subs plus 3 tenders required this area to comply with 
the provisions above reference as applied Southwest Pacific 
Area. 20 Fleet submarines plus 2 tenders inadequate. 
Minimum 12 subs plus 1 tender renuired adobe to support 
offensive operations in the Solomon area where major Jap 
forces and effort now concentrated. Reference ComSWPacFor 
160419 of Sept in which Cominch concurs by his 161345. 

This action Cominch info Cincpac Comsubsowespac from Com- 
sowespacfor. Consider Griffin plus docking facilities 
adobe capable cope with all logistic and repair problems 
except major overhaul and modernization. Minimum 18 subs 
plus 2 tenders required cover major supply routes Indo 
China Philippines plus strategic shipment routes by blocade 
runners to and from Europe. Completion marine railway 
Pinafore where 1st sub just docked gives equal facilities 
that port as Adobe. Part 2 follows. 


03 2201 CQMGEH 1st MARDIV to C0MS0PAC Info C0MAIRS0PAC. CTF 62. 

No ground contact. 15 landing boats attacked at VTRU HARBOR. 
All destroyed or damaged. 30 zeros overhead at 1300. 7 

Grummans made contact shooting down 9 certain 1 probaole. 

AA shot down 2 certain 1 probable v/hen 3 zeros attempted 
strafe field. Our losses 1 Grumman pilot rescued. Jap 
bombers following zeros turned back 85 miles CACTUS. 9 
DDs 1 CA sighted 1500 by evening search Lat 08-30 South 
Long 158-20 East. Force protected by over 20 zero land 
planes. Striking force attacking 1715 opposed only by float 
biplane. No hits. Ships attacked during night. 1 hit on 
CA near SAV0. 3 DDs at MARAV0V0, 3 at VISALE, 3 at TASKAF0R- 
0NGA believed unloading troops and supplies. All were at¬ 
tacked out damage unknown. 1 S3D failed to return. Scat¬ 
tered bombing during night by single Jap planes. Hostile 
groups totaling 7 DD 1 CA heading Northwest picked up by 
morning search 120 miles CACTUS. Speed 20. CA smoking at 
stern. Our planes now on strike. 

05 2030 CTF 8 to TF 8. CG ALASKA DEF. RDO BREMERTON. SAN FRAN, etc. 

Comtaskfor 8 summary action Oct. 3rd. Six B-24's supported by 
4 P-38's 8 P-39*s in attack on KISKA. 5 bombers concentrated 
on hangar and camp area drooped eighty 100 pound incendiaries 
and 12 500 pound demolition bombs from 10 to 11000 feet ob¬ 
served hits on target. One bomber dropped 5 1000 pound bombs 
on cargo ship beached near TROUT LAGOON results unobserved. 

Our fighters shot down six twin float Jap fighters 5 at 16000 
feet and one which attacked bombers. AA fire light and in¬ 
accurate. All our planes returned without damage. Shipping 
observed KISKA. one medium AK beached one mile West South Head. 
One large AK beached near TROUT LAGOON. One medium AK West of 

(Continued on next page) 939 
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05 2030 CTF 8 (Continued) 

North Head. Two small DDs patrollin.fr entrance. One AK 
second cove West TWIN ROCKS. One AK off REYNARD cove. 

Enemy planes^dropped 39 bombs on LONGVIEW at OLOO W (plus 10) 
no damage. Info radio stations pass to following local com¬ 
mands for info Cominch, Cincpac, Comnorwesseafron, Comgen WDC 
and Comwesseafron. 

MacARTHUR 

05 1226 COMSOPAC TO COMINCH CINCPAC COMSWPAC CTF 17.62.65.64 info/ 

Sopac operations. Guadalcanal 3rd no ground contact. 15 
Jap landing barges at Viru harbor New Georgia attacked by 
our planes. All destroyed or damaged. 30 zeros overhead 
1300 (-11) 3rd. 7 Grummans contacted shot down 9 certain 
1 probable. AA shot down 2 certain 1 probable when zeros 
attempted strafe field. Our losses 1 plane pilot saved. 

Jap bombers followed zeros turned back 85 miles from Guadal¬ 
canal. Jap ships consisting 1 CA 9 DDs landed reinforce¬ 
ments during night 3rd - 4th. Our planes attacked through¬ 
out night. Reported 1 hit CA near Savo. 1 SBD failed re¬ 
turn. Enemy 3hips found by morning search 120 miles north¬ 
west Guadalcanal. Consisted 1 CA smoking at stern 7 DDs. 
Ghormley sends. Carpender pass to MacArthur. Striking 
force after them secured 2 torpedo hits on CA. During 4th 
October 2 small ground contacts along Matanikau. Jap 
losses 2 killed 3 wounded 1 prisoner. No marine casualties. 
SBDs and I?-400s attacked Jap installations West Cape Tagura 
Point. 

06 2114 CTF-17 TO COMSOPAC INFO CTF 62.63.64 COMINCH CINCPAC etc. 

Results of attack Buin Faisi Tonolei area 5 October. 
Originator CTF 17. 16 fighters 18 dive bombers 15 torpedo 

planes participating. Dropped 8 1000 pound bombs 32 500 
pound bombs. Extremely unfavorable weather prevented re¬ 
mainder attacking. Hits as follows. 1000 pounders 1 heavy 
cruiser 1 transport. 500 pounders 10,000 ton cargo 1 sea-" 
plane tender 1 cargo. Near misses 1 1000 pound and 3 500 
pound on heavy cruiser. Remainder unobserved. In addition 
put 3 1000 pound bombs on runway and buildings Kieta field. 
Shot down 1 zero seaplane and 1 float type seaplane in 
target area. Strafed 10 4 engine seaplanes on water at 
Faisi believe 4 sunk . Strafed 1 cruiser and 1 destroyer 
in Shortland harbor. During TF retirement fighter combat 
patrol destroyed 2 twin engine type 97 Mitsubishi bombers. 
All aircraft recovered. No damage no losses this force. 
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06 1410 C QMS OP AC to CINCPAC, COMINCH, COMSV/^AC, CTF 17.62.63.64. Mac Art hm 

Sopac operations. 3-17s on strike morning 5th turned back 
by weather. One nlane penetrated to BUKA bombing parking 
area. Twenty 100 lb bombs. Planes on ground reported 
damaged. Eighty eight 100 oound bombs dropped on GIZO. No 
observed results. REKATA BAY attacked by eight planes from 
GUADALCANAL morning fifth. One small plane and motor launch 
destroyed in water. Two of six enemy planes shot down. 

Beach bombed and strafed. Ghormley sends. Carpender pass 
to MacArthur. One S3D forced down SANTA ISABEL. Prep four 
hundreds attacked boats and installations TASSAFARONGA and 
MAR0V0V0 during day fifth. Enemy force six dog dogs ap¬ 
proaching from north west were attacked throughout night 
fifth - sixth. One DD sunk and one reported damaged first 
attack. Two TBF failed return from night search. Usual 
ground patrols GUADALCANAL. Several small contacts in 
MATANIKAU RIVER area. Our casualties one killed six wounded. 

Jap losses exceed 10 killed. 

07 2025 CTF 8 to TF 8 Info CINCPAC. COMINCH, COMNWSEAFRON. etc . 

Oct 6th attack on KISKA by 8 B-24s supported by 10 P-39s and 
8 P-38s. Bombing from 10 to 12,000 feet with 500 lb demoli¬ 
tion bombs, 28 on hangar area, 33 on GERTRUDE COVE camp area, 

8 on large AK in harbor, 12 on large AK and corvette in 
GERTRUDE COVE. Pursuit strafing harbor area set fire to 
one of 5 zero float planes on water damaged another also 
damaged radio station, reported ship in harbor on fire and 
sinking also fire in camp area as result of bombing. All 
planes returned with minor damage to 1 B-24 and 1 P-39. 
Reconnaissance ATTU and AGATTU showed no signs of any enemy 
occupation. This is from CTF 8. NSS pass to ^ominch NPM 
pass to Cincpac. NPC pass to Comnorwestseafron NPG pass to 
Comwestseafron and CGADC repeat CGADC. 

09 0125 CINCPAC to COMINCH 

Details of additional information urdis 071630 on existing 
situation between Military and Naval Governors SAMOA not 
available nor even brought to attention Cincpac. On basis 
first hand information obtained from officer temporarily at 
PEARL from SAMOA believe existing situation reouires no change 
in recommendations made my serial 0202W of Sept 6. Only known 
basis of unsatisfactory situation is that present Naval Gover¬ 
nor does not have unrestricted prestige and authority of his 
predecessors. As in HA'.VAII this condition follows logically 
from present military situation and unavoidable during emer¬ 
gency. Believe it undesirable to add civil administrative 
duties to military governor who is also in command of combatant 
troops and should be free to move to another area at a moments 
notice. My recommendations to specific changes nroposed are 
negative to Afirm Baker and Cast. If my recommendations are 
approved will issue instructions to both governors with view 

to clarifying situation. 941 
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07 1246 COMSOPAC to COM I NCR. CINCPAC, C PIT OUESPAC. CTF 17. 62. 63. 64 . 

Sopac operations. Morning 5th in extremely unfavorable 
weather Task Force 17 struck BIJIN-FAISI-TONOLEI area with 
16 fighters 18 dive bombers 15 torpedo planes dropping 8 
1000 pound combs 32 500 nound bombs. Hits resorted: 1000 
pounder each on CA and AP. 500 uounders on 10000 ton cargo 
ship, seaolane tender, cargo shin. Near misses with 1000 
rounder and 3 500 rounder on CA. Remainder unobserved. 

Also drooped 3 1000 pounders on runways and buildings 
FIETA. Shot down 1 zero seaolane 1 float type seaplane 
in target area. Straffed 10 4 engine seaplanes. Later 
believed 4 sunk. Strafed 1 cruiser 1 DD SH0RTLAND HARBOR. 
During Taskforce retirement fighter ratrol shot down 2 
twin engine type Mitsubishi bombers. No losses no damage 
our forces. Ghormley sends. Caroender pass to MacArthur. 

Tap SS was attacked by our patrol rlane with 4 depth bombs 
at 0850 love (-11) 6th Lat 11-22 south long 162-20 east. 

Oil and cubbies arpeared. On GUADALCANAL 6th active pat¬ 
rolling continued. No contacts on ground. P-400’s bombed 
strafed probable enemy positions vicinity K0KUM30N0. Air 
striking force located 3 returning hostile DD's 225 miles 
northwest GUADALCANAL morning 6th. Did not attack due 
heavy enemy fighter coverages. 

10 0150 CTF 8 to TF 8 Info CINCPAC. COMINCH. COMf-ENALADSF. etc. 

Comtaskforce 8 sends summary offensive air operations 
against KISKA Oct 8th. 6 B-24*s, 2 B-17’s supported by 
12 P-38's at altitude of 3400 feet dropped 12 500 lb 
demolition bombs and 57 incendiary bombs on camp area 
starting at least 3 fires. Also dropped at 3800 feet 
12 500 lb demolition bombs on cargo ship in GERTRUDE COVE. 

4 P-3S’s strafed AA installations and hanger also a 
freighter and a corvette. Another mission 3-D24's dropped 
10 1000 lb demolition bombs at 4000 feet on same ship in 
GERTRUDE COVE, photos taken damage still unrenorted. Own 
casualties minor injury by machine gun bullet to waist 
gunner, 1 B-24 damaged on landing, minor damage from AA 
fire to 3 P-38 , s. All nlanes returned. No enemy aircraft 
encountered. Shore stations deliver for info. Bremerton 
to Comnorwestseafron. San Fran to Comwestseafron and CG 
WDC. Honolulu to Cincnac and Annanolis to Cominch. 
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11 1006 COM3 OP AC TO CINCPAC INFO COMINCH COIvIAMPHIBFORSOPAC 


Cominch 261302 Sept Cincpac 272039. Comsopac to Cincpac. 
Turner at sea and am unable discuss subject with him. 

A most important and difficult part of Amphibious Train¬ 
ing is the training of officers in the intricate planning 
necessary. This cannot be accomplished in a few months. 
Of equal importance is training in the coordinated em¬ 
ployment of troops boats groups transport divisions 
naval gunfire support and air support. There must be 
training in the special communications technique in¬ 
volved. Officers must have a knowledge of transport 
loading and close acquaintance with supply problems 
prior during and after landing. Specialized equipment 
is necessary. The formation of amphibious training 
groups in Sopac area as in para 4 cominch serial 001006 
would be but a minor step in a difficult problem. Offi¬ 
cers of the experience necessary for conduction the re¬ 
quired training cannot be spared as they are already too 
thinly spread through the Marine Divisions. Plans now 
on hand for the training of Marine Divisions Sopac area 
will actively employ all available transports. There 
will be plenty of active combat employment in this area 
other operations than effecting landings against opposi¬ 
tion for all army troops made available. It is believed 
that the training suggested might convert well trained 
army divisions into half trained amphibious divisions. 

If amphibious training is necessary for army troops sent 
to the Sopac area it is recommended that it be thorough 
and be done in the United States where personnel and 
facilities perhaps are available. 

11 1930 CTF-0 to TASKFORCE 8 INFO CINCPAC COMINCH etc. 


Six attack missions flew to Kiska 9 October. Total 
planes for six flights: 10 B-24, 8 B-17, 4 P-39 and 
8 P-36. Bombs dropped from low altitude, numbers and 
observed results as follows: 52 500 pound demolition 
on AK in Gertrude Cove no hits, 25 500 pounders on two 
small AKs in KISKA harbor posible hit, 40 bomb3 of 100 
pounds on north head also 20 of 100 pounds and 16 of 
500 pounds in hangar camp area some hits observed. 4 
P-39s strafed freighter and two gun emplacements. No 
enemy aircraft observed. Own damage: 4 bombers minor 
damage, 2 fighters damaged by AA fire, all returned to 
base. Preliminary report for 10 October 3 B-17s and 
4 P-38 attacked camp hangar area from 100 feet dropping 
45 magnesium fire bombs report large fires started, damage 
will be verified by photos taken. Three enemy planes 
observed on water. No change in enemy shipping over pre¬ 
vious reports. From CTF 8. Info stations pass to follow¬ 
ing local adees, Cincpac Cominch Comnowesseafron, Corn- 
west seafr on and Comgen WCD. 
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09 1316 COMSOPAC to COMINOH. CINCPAC. OOMSOWESPAC . CTF 62.63.74.etc. 

Sopac operations. B17 on search SHORTLAND ISLAND 1225L 
(-11) 8th was attacked sustained minor damage shot down 

I zero. From 01JADLGANAL 8th 7 SBD’s 4 TBF’s escorted by 

II Grummans attacked CA KINUGASA Class 5 DD’s at 1800 L 
(-11) Lat 08-45 South, Long 158-30 East. 1 sure torpedo 
hit 1 probable bomb hit 4 near misses on CA reported. 3 
of 10 float binlanes shot down. 1 other probable. 1 SBD 
1 Grumman failed return. 2 search Dianes which made 
original contact shot down 1 float binlane one probable. 

Both our nilots wounded but returned to base. At 1315 L 
(-11) 9th search nlane reports 1 Jap BB on fire aDnroach- 
ing BIT IN HARBOR with 4 DD escort. Ghormley sends. Car- 
pender pass to MacArthur. 20 Grummans from COPAHEE ar¬ 
rived GUADALCANAL 1510 (-11) 9th. 

11 1314 COMSOPAC to COMSOPAC (Adnin). Info CINCPAC. 

Your 102324. Flexible situation necessitates employment 
troops where and when available and precludes formulation 
fixed future policy. 

10 1946 COMSOPAC to CINCPAC COMINCH COMSWPAC CTF 17.62.63.64. 

Sopac operations. Two enemy CL 4 DD lat 07-50 South 
long 157-40 E attacked by Guadalcanal air striking force 
at 0640 L(-ll) ninth. One hit on CL several near misses. 

Ship left down by bow. Probable hit reported on second 
CL but damage unknown. 3 of 15 escorting float planes 
shot down also on 9th search planes from Guadalcanal 
3trafed 5 byplaines bombed AA installations Rekata Bay. 
Results unknown. Guadalcanal ground forces supported by 
P 400s concluded on 10th a 2 day attack to west Matanikau 
river. Completely mopped up area Matanikau village - 
Point Cruz. Our troops have withdrawn to main positions 
except for strong force holding east bank Matanikau River. 
Early reports states our casualties less than 100 Jap 
casualties heavy. During night 8-9th single Jap planes 
over Guadalcanal in relays from 2200 to 0215. 2 Jap DD 

attacked by 9 SBDs escorted by 12 Grummans lat 07-55 S, 
157-50 E at 1120 L(-ll) 10th. No hits. Ghormley sends. 
Carpendar pass to MacArthur. 

12 0329 CINCPAC to COMSOPAC. COMINCH . 

While in agreement with Comsopac 111006 consider proposal 
Cominch 261302 is a step in right direction to provide 
basic training without diverting AP T S from combat tasks and 
will expedite ultimate readiness of Amohibious troops for 
active combat. Concur STRAW, SPOONER and COPPER should each 
have group. Comsopac advise which of FANTAN and' WHITE P0PPY r 

(Continued on next page) 
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12 0329 vFINCPAC to COIvISQPAG, GOMINCH. (Continued from preceding page) 

should have group. Attention Cominch invited that ooats 
are now required to fill authorized complements of combat 
AP and AK in .’opac area. Recommend those complements be 
filled prior assignment boats to amphibious training groups 
in order have .IP and AK ready further offensive operations. 

12 2010 CTF 8 to TF 8 Info COMINCH. CINCPAC. C0HN0RWESTSEAFR0N. etc . 

Info stations pass to following local addees Cominch Cincpac 
Comnorwestseafron Comwestseafron and CG WDC. CTF 8 sends. 
Amplifying attack on KICKA 10 October by 5 B17's and 4 P38’s. 
In addition to 45 incendiaries which started large fires 
camp area dropped 15 demolitions 100 pound bombs in camp 
area and 6 same type on ship East of TROUT LAGOON. Fighters 
strafed AA installations, lap planes on water reported 
wrecked, 2 ships in harbor beached, 2 medium AK’s South of 
NORTH HEAD 1 small camouflaged shin in GERTRUDE COVE. Re¬ 
port for 11 October 6 B24's from 8 to 10 thousand feet 
bombed shipping and shore installations KISKA. 40 - 500 
pounders on ship East of TROUT LAGOON and ship West of SOUTH 
HEAD no hits. 27 same type bombs on camp area damage unknown. 
Only above 2 previously damaged ships still in harbor also 
1 still in GERTRUDE COVE. Catalina on search mission South 
of KISKA contacted small enemy AK and attacked with 2 500 
pound bombs and machine guns bombs missed received an AA hole 
in wing. Another Catalina on search North of KISKA contacted 
enemy small AK. 4 heavy bombers drooped 24 500 pounders from 
1,000 feet no hits. Catalina drooped 1 oomb which also 
missed then strafed decks with machine guns. HALIBUT on 
patrol in this area then made contact and attacked on sur¬ 
face with torpedoes at 1600 yards. Torpedoes did not de¬ 
tonate. Enemy vessel was Queen ship equipped with 3 guns 
forward and submerged torpedo tubes. Torpedo missed HALIBUT 
10 yards to oort. HALIBUT retired undamaged. 

12 2234 CTF 8 to CINCPAC . 

Comtaskforce 8 reply to your 112155. Garrison strength LONG¬ 
VIEW now 7500. Will be approximately 9000 about October 23rd 
at which time original FIREPLACE project will be approximately 
completed. CLIMATE and CAVERN 756 each of which is ultimate. 
AMULET 0. When garrison at LONGVIEW reaches approximately 
11000 about 15 November plan is to start garrison at AMULET 
by movement of troops from LONGVIEW. Additional troops from 
ALARKAN sector will eventually bring total to 11000 troops at 
LONGVIEW and 4000 at AMULET. Estimate fighter strip at CAVERN 
will be completed about November 10 . Work continuing on ad¬ 
ditional stria at LONGVIEW. Landing area 3300 by 100 feet 
will be finished by October 18 at CLIMATE. 
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13 0139 CINGPAO to GTE 8 to COMlNCii. 00111 TORWSSE APR0NT. 

In view changing situation in Pacific Ocean Areas adjust¬ 
ment of forces must be made. -Believe enemy deeply committed 
in Sopac and not prepared to carry out more than minor raids 
chiefly by submarines in Northern area. V/e must continue 
pressure and replace losses in Sopac and this requires all 
forces that can be assembled. The above factors and im¬ 
pending bad weather point reduction in Northern Force. Para. 
Propose following for your comment. A. On completion present 
patrol reduce surface forces to those actually needed for 
escort. Do not consider cruisers will be needed except as 
escorts supplied by Cincpac for important troop movements. 

3. In view 4 more S boats shortly will be added to squadron 
A5 retire large submarines after present patrols completed. 
Would also return Captain Oolclough to Pearl if you con¬ 
sider duties can be performed by Comdr. Cray. C. Return 
F4F4’s for employment carriers or Sopac. 

12 1316 COiiSQPAC to COM INC !I. CINCPAC. COH^VEPPAC. CTF 1? 62 63 64 . 

Sopac operations. GUADALCANAL 11th had no ground contacts. 
Patrol found abandoned -Tap 75 MM 2 p-un battery East of own 
nosition. 2 hour air alert beginning 1240 L (-11) 11th. 

Enemy planes in waves. 16 0 f s then IS bombers and 4 0’s then 
8 bombers 4 0 T s. Bombs dronped on KOLI POINT. Shot down 8 
Jap bombers 4 0’s. We lost 1 P-39 1 Grumman. Grumman pilot 
rescued. Our Task Force intercepted enemy surface vessels 
near SAVO ISLAND about midnight 11th. Preliminary and in¬ 
conclusive reports indicate enemy suffered considerable dam¬ 
age but details not yet confirmed. Air attack on 2 Jap 
cruisers at 1020 L (-11) 12th Lat 09 South 157-15 East re¬ 
sulted 1 torpedo hit several near bomb misses on 1 CA left 
dead in water burning. Ghormley sends. Carpender pass to 
MacArthur. 60 hundred pound and 2 1000 combs dropped BUKA 
airdrome by B-17 striking force. 5 of 15 0’s on runway 
destroyed. Many fires started. 

14 1410 CORGCPAC to 3TNGPAG Info COEINCU. 


Situation midnight 14-15 local. Estimate that 6 enemy AP 
heavily sunnorted by surface ships will land large number of 
troops on CACTUS tonight. Enemy carriers and a force of 
cruisers were reported today about 250 miles north of MALAITA. 
Our carrier group is refueling north west of POPPY. And Task 
Force 64 is at BUTTON after their recent action. Intend to 
employ the carrier group and available surface forces to pre¬ 
vent further large scale landings feeling that the situation 
is critical and enemy reenforcements must be stooped if our 
position in CACTUS is to be held. Estimate our carrier group 
can be in position to strike late afternoon 15th and Taskgroup 
17.8 can join Task ^orce 64 and reach the CACTUS area after¬ 
noon of the 16th. 
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13 2000 COMINCH to CINCPAC Info OofS ARMY. 

v our 07014-1 movement 12 B-17’s cleared earlier today. Para. 
This HTQ.GR must be considered special case incident to 
certain general allocations of Army aircraft. Para. Whole 
situation as to Army aircraft in Pacific theater is ap¬ 
proaching settlement which when promulgated should enable 
you to make effective dispositions but without expecting 
each allocation to involve replacement from here. Chief of 
Staff Army has by hand. 


15 0212 C0MS0PAC to'CTF 17.8. CTF 64 . Info CINCPAC. CTU 62.A.5. etc . 


CTF 64 and CTG 17.8 .join forces vicinity Cincpac grid posit. 
C 6295 (Long 165-30 E Lat 13-45 S) about 5 hours GCT 15 
Oct. Rear Admiral Lee assume tactical command combined 
force designated T 64 . Send TG 17 destroyers to BUTTON 
for fuel when considered advisable. Combined TF proceed to 
operage general area to South and West of SOLOMONS chain 
in position to intercept enemy forces approaching CACTUS 
area from westerly direction with apparent intent land 
forces or attack our position during night. Available 
enemy info is broadcast addressed all ships and bases. This 
changes my 141442. Detach units to proceed to BUTTON for 
fuel as necessary. Carpender pass to MacArthur 



15 0246 C0MS0PAC to CINCPAC Info COMINCH. ALL SHIPS SOPAC . 


Urgently need this area 1 additional Army Infantry Division. 
Present forces including 43rd Division reenforced insufficient 
to garrison present bases and therefore obviously inadequate 
support offensive operations. Have neither on hand nor in 
sight sufficient force to render CACTUS secure against pre¬ 
sent infiltration tactics. Essential that CACTUS be gar¬ 
risoned with a force sufficient to provide protection dis¬ 
persed air fields and to take a sustained and decisive of¬ 
fensive against hostile forces on the Island. Although full 
division with all components is required urgency of need is 
such that division should be sent out by regimental combat 
teams as ready. Plans being prepared for use NEW ZEALAND troops 
to garrison AZTEC and BLEACHER and to reinforce POPPY. Com- 
gensopac in complete accord. Copy by hand to him. 


14 1325 COMINCH to CINCPAC. CTF 8. Info COMNOWEFTGEAFRQN. 

Addressees only decode. Highest nuarters interested in 


practicability of making attack on BOODLE using 2 or 3 OBB 
for bombardment with an AVG and some DD's in support and 
with land based air coordinated in attack. Comment. By 
hand to Admiral Leahy. 
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16 0035 OOMCrEN 1st MAR PI V to COHSOPAC Info CTF 62 . 

Morning air searches negative enemy land concentrations 
along coast between K0EUM30NA and CAPE ESPEEANCE. Air is 
striking at them. Request 2 destroyers be made available 
at once for shore bombardment that area during daylight 
hours. Profitable targets exist and psychological effect 
on personnel here would be excellent. 

15 2125 COMINCH to COMSOPAC Info CINCPAC. 

Assume your^110214 refers to evacuation transports desig¬ 
nated as APH’s. These ships are convoy loaded AP’s intended 
transport troops from United States and evacuate wounded 
from base hospitals on return. They do not enjoy the im¬ 
munity of the Geneva Conference and therefore should not 
be used as hospital ships in advanced areas except emergency 
and with escort. Normal troop capacity 112 officers 1200 
troops and evacuation capacity 166 serious cases remainder 
troop space for minor cases. No regular hospital ships 
available. Sopacfor authorized retain TRY0N APH 1 for es¬ 
sential purnoses and to be returned to United States earliest 
practicable date. TR v 0N now under NTS departing West Coast 
in PHALANX 19 October. Suggest consideration demilitariz¬ 
ing STRATFORD for operation under Geneva Convention. Advise. 

15 17A4 COM 12 to VICE OPNAV Info CINCPAC. COMINCH. SUPERS, etc. 

In view of urgency move large number Navy personnel con¬ 
struction battalions replacement personnel to Pearl Harbor 
South Pacific Bases and to Comsouwestpac imperative to 
start program of converting EC2’s to carry 50 officers 1000 
troops. All transports not necessarily employed in named 
movements. Recommend 1 EC2 be allocated by War Shipping 
Administration immediately followed by additional alloca¬ 
tions every 3 weeks until situation relieved. To relieve 
immediate situation recommend MOUNT VERNON be employed for 
shuttle trip to PEARL before assignment to designated 
movement. Fleet personnel officer reports at least 8000 
enlisted personnel to move. Cincpac pass Serforpac. 

Info 

15 2050 CTF 8 to TF 8,/CG ADC. COMINCH. CINOPAO. COKSO.VESKAFRON. etc. 

9 B-24's supported by 5 P-38 T s attacked KISKA 14 Octooer. 
Drooped 180 incendiaries in camp area, made large fires 
throughout camp. P-38’s destroyed 3 enemy float planes on 
water, no other enemy planes seen. 1 3-17 took photos and 
combed submarine area with 6 500 pound bombs. Ships in 
harbor reported as follows: 2 beached vessels previously 


(Continued on next page) 
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15 0921 COMAIPJ'OPAC to CO?. IS OP AC. 

Comairsopac sends. KERNODLE brings this message from 
VA1TDERGRIFT. That Jap has moved in and emplaced artillery 
of longer range than his which is shelling him positions 
and airfield at will. That enemy surface craft move at 
will in surrounding waters and shell his nositions destruc¬ 
tively both day and night and that he will be unable in¬ 
definitely to hold these positions if this continues. 

Ceiger states that he can use no more aircraft until avgas 
situation improves and until destructive enemy fire on 
airfield from both land and sea is halted. So long as 
enemy ships patrol the sea area off LUNGA day and night 
I cannot see how McFARLAND or PAB barge can be brought in 
with reasonable chance of success and until this is 
changed the avgas situation cannot be improved to any 
extent. Offensive air operations limited now to strikes 
from BUTTON. 

16 0005 COMGEN 1ST MAR PI V to COMSOPAC info CTF 62. COI.IAIRSOPAC . 

At daylight 15 Oct 5 enemy AP's sighted unloading along 
coast from KUKUMBONA Westward. Escorted by 11 combatant 
vessels with constant fighters over. Our air made repeated 

attacks. Set fire to 3 AP’s one of these now sunk other 

still burning. Remaining 2 FPA but stood out with encort. 
B17*s also attacked and were observed to hit at least 1 
AP and 1 large combat ship. Air raid at 1130 AA shot down 
3 bombers. Some damage to olanes and runways. 5 zero 
binlanes shot down in air fighting. Our combat losses 3 
FA's 3 SBD's 1 P-39. 4 engined seaplane bombed position 

twice during night. Naval gunfire 0030 to 0130. 3 ships 

firing. Damage to runways planes and dumps. Casualties 
12th and 13 th 41 dead 15 injured. Planes available ap¬ 
proximately 9 F4 's 11 SBD’s 7 P-400's and P- 39 *s. 

16 0025 COMGEN 1st MARDIV to COMSOPAC Info CTF 62: 64. CINCPAC. 

Despite destruction of 4 hostile transports and departure 
of remaining 2 estimate enemy landed a^out 10,000 troops 
yesterday on CACTUS with considerable equipment and supplies 
bringing total force ashore to at least 15,000. Our force 
exceeds that number but more than half of it is in no condi¬ 
tion to undertake a protracted land campaign due to inces¬ 
sant hostile operations and labor connected with develop¬ 
ment of this base over period of 10 weeks. The situation 
demands two urgent and immediate steps; Afirm. Take and 
maintain control of sea areas adjacent to CACTUS to pre¬ 
vent further enemy landings and enemy bombardment such as 
this force has taken forthe last 3 nights. Baker. Rein¬ 
forcement of ground forces by at least 1 division in order 
that offensive operations may be initiated to destroy hostile 
force now on CACTUS. Q a o 
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16 0812 C0M3QPAC to GTE 64. Info CINCPAC. CTF 17 62 63. 

Comsopac sends. Your 160330. No contemplated air opera¬ 
tions CACTUS Area by Task Eorce 17 Saturday. See my 160032. 
Comairsopac and Comgen CACTUS will inform you their air 
operations as practicable. No shore bombardment by your 
force contemplated at present except as directed in my 
160722. In view of one and possibly more enemy carriers 
operate generally South of Latitude 11-45 until air search 
information from CACTUS or olanes of Task Force 63 indica¬ 
tes accroach of suitable target. 

16 0722 COMSOPAC to UTF 64 Info TF 64 CINCPAC. CTF 17 62 63. 

Send 2 destroyers designating them Task Unit 64 .5.1 to 
proceed CACTUS arriving via LENGO CHANNEL daylight 17th. 

Direct Task' Commander contact Comgen CACTUS on arrival 
LUNGA roads to receive info bombardment targets then 
bombard enemy positions as directed by Comgen CACTUS. 

Upon completion bombardment same day Task Unit withdraw 
by most expeditious route to South and East of RENNEL 
ISLAND awaiting further instructions. Caution enemy mines 
may be laid close inshore LENGO CHANNEL and in minable 
waters CAPE ESPERANCE-SAVD. MacFARLAND MEREDITH and VIREO 
with PAB barge in tow may be in CACTUS area or retiring 
via LENGO CHANNEL during night. 

16 0032 COMSOPAC to CTF 17 Info CINCPAC. CTF* 3 62. 63. 64. 16. CTG17.8. 

Sighting of one enemy carrier group and information of pos¬ 
sible presence of second group on North flank off BUTTGN- 
CACTU 0 supply line indicates enemy effort sever that line. 

Task Force 17 operate in general area to Eastward of BUTTON 
proceeding thence by route South of ROSES to avoid detection 
by enemy carrier scouts. Strike enemy carriers when favor¬ 
able opportunity affords. ’Vhen practicable inform me by 
plane your fuel situation. This modifies my 150402. 

16 0440 COMSOPAC to CINCPAC Info C0MINCH. 

From Comsonac. RD0 CANBERRA 160233 and 160145 also 1 CY 
to westward of NDENI. This appears to be all out enemy 
effort against CACTUS possibly other positions also. My 
forces totally inadeouate meet situation. Urgently re¬ 
quest all aviation reenforcement possible. 
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15 2050 GTE 8 (Continued) 

reported, the one reported west of SOUTH HEAD now reported 
stripped of reraovable gear, 2 sunken ships in harbor 1 
of which has been previously reported. 3 B-26’s made 2 
torpedo attacks on ships in GERTRUDE COVE, 1 erratic run 
observed others probably hit bottom due to shallow water at 
launching point. Our losses 1 P-38 and pilot. Comtaskforce 
8 sends. Radio stations addressed deliver locally to info 
addees as follows Cominch, Cincpac, Comsowest and Norwestsea- 
frontiers Cora Generals Western Defence Command CG ADC. 

15 1346 C0MS0PAC to COMINCH. CINOPAC. COHSOV/ESTPAC. GTE 17 62 63 64. 

Sopac operations. 1040 L (-11) 14th search plane machine 
gunned 9 biplanes on beach REKATA. Believed all damaged. 
During night 13th-14th GUADALCANAL shelled for 1 hour 20 
minutes by BB cruisers and DD’s. Shells identified as 14, 

12 and 8 inch. Our 5 inch scored direct hits on 3 DD’s. 
Cruiser planes overhead all night. Occasionally land bat¬ 
tery shelled position during night. Morning search showed 
2 large oil slicks debris and boats v/here CA and DD where 
attacked on 12th. Shelling damaged runways bomber fields 
bomber fields destroyed 1 3-17, 5000 gals gas. 2 0’s 1 
bomber shot down. At 1600 L (-11) and again at 1820 L 
(-11) 14th enemy landing force attacked by SBD’s. Near 
misses only on AP’s. 1 Grumann missing. GUADALCANAL 
shelled again night 14th - 15th. Shelling ceased at 0315 L 
(-11) 15th. No detailed report. At 0300 L (-11) 15th 
enemy force 4 cruisers 7 or 8 DD attacked by 4 MTB vicinity 
SANDFLY passage. L nrobable hit on cruiser. At 0624 L 
(-11) 15th GUADALCANAL reported enemy landing force in 5 
AP’s 1 AP or AK supported by 1 BB 2 CL's 4 DD’s 15 miles 
northwest SAV0. Shortly after enemy began landing troops 
to westward K0KUMB0NA. Air strik of 5 B-17's contacted at 
1145 L (-11) 15th. Rerorted 3 direct hits on transnorts. 

2 transnorts burning. BB cripnled. Shot down 1 0. At 
1445 L (-11) 15 th 5 S-17’s out for strike against enemy CV 
reported Lat 09 S L 0 ng 165 E at 1351. No report yet. At 
1533 L (-11) 15th Task Unit 62.4.5 attacked by 9 dive 
romb'rs Lat 13-18 South -^ong 163 East. No damage. Ghormley 
sends. Carpender pass to KacArthur. At 1430 L (-11) 15 th 
GUADALCANAL reports 3 transports beached and burning fiercely. 
Near SAV0 Island 1 33 or CA which was hit by B-17 bomb, 1 CL 
and 5 DD’s 
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16 1326 COMSQPAO to CINCPAC. COMINCH. COMSUPAC. OTF 62 63 64 17. 

Sopac operations. Comgen GUADALCANAL estimated about 
10000 Jap troops landed GUADALCANAL during morning 15th. 

Morning air searches 16th from GUADALCATAL negative. Enemy- 
land concentrations observed along coast from ESPERANCE to 
KOKTJMBONA. Ghormley sends. Ca -pender pass to MacArthur. 

0200 L(-ll) 16th VP's on search for enemy CV reported at¬ 
tack on enemy cruiser Lat 09-50 South Long 164-55 East. Be¬ 
lieve hits scored on cruiser bow. During afternoon 16th 
McFARLAND delivered 32,5000 gallons avgas to GUADALCANAL. 
McFarland bombed 1745 Love 16th. Stern damaged proceeding 
RINGBOLT. Two Jap AP’s seven DD Lst 08-50 South Long 156-10 
East attacked by SBD’s. One AP hit left burning. Other AP 
near misses. Continued course toward GUADALCANAL. 

16 2138 COUAIRPQPAC to CINCPAC Info C0MS0PAC. COMINCH. SUAER. 

Comairsopac sends. Strongly recommend earliest formation of 
Navy shore based air striking group for long range offensive 
operations this area. Groun to consist essentially 2 squad¬ 
rons each B-24's. fighters and torpedo-dive bombers. Last 
2 equipped with latest types now beginning production. In 
meantime consider highly desirable assignment to CACTUS as 
replacement for carrier squadrons now in process being with¬ 
drawn 1 each fighter. Dive bomber and torpedo snuadrons. 

These to be drawn from carrier replacements of sufficient 
operation basic training. Actual carrier experience not 
essential. To be assigned operationally as a group under 
air commander CACTUS. Combat experience thus gained in 
shore based status will be ^nvalua ile information future 
air striking groups which definitely necessary to successful 
war this area. 

16 0106 COMP OP AC to CO 4th DF BTN. COMGFN ROSES. CINCPAC. COHAMPIII3F0R3P 

Comgen R0SSP pass to CO 4th Defense Battalion action. Upon 
arrival ROSES 9th Defense 3attalion report Comgen ROSES for 
duty defense base ROSES under principle unity of command. 

Relieve 4th defense battalion which embarks same vessels. 5 
and 3 inch batteries with ammunition and present installations 
remain intact at ROSES. 155 and 90 ram batteries complete 
with ammunition remain a >oard ship. Battalions authorized 
exchange serviceable tentage at discretion. Rations will be 
exchanged. An other eouipment including vehicles and tanks 
remain with own organization. 

17 0800 COHSQVfESPAC to CINCPAC Info OO^PQPAC. COMINCH . 

Cinooao 170123. An 6 fleet submarines now based ABODE are 
in northeast area as follows: South NEW IRELAND between 
RABATTL and KAVT’NG, PAINT GEORGE CHANNEL, FAISI, SOUTH NEW 
GEORGIA, between NEW GEORGIA and CH0IPEUL ISLAND, one pro¬ 
ceeding southeast along north coast of SOLOMONS to round nro 
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17 0800 COMSOWESPAC (Pontinued) ^ 

east and IRA3EL ISLAND enroute to baseM^'b'br of these 
directly supporting Soupac operations in CHOISEUL SHORTLAND 
area. No additional fleet subs can be moved by this area 
within reasonable time although two more enroute from PINA¬ 
FORE. My 300818 Sent and 140640 October. 2 S class sub¬ 
marines with 12 torpedoes each can be sent patrol CACTUS 
area ETA 27 October 12 days on station thence return ABODE 
for overhaul prior transfer your command accordance first, 
reference, alternative see Cincpao 092205 October and my • 
11653 . 3 subs of Subdiv 53 can depart ABODE 20 October with 

12 torpedoes each ETA CACTUS 28 Octo >er remaining on station 
12 days thence proceed SUVA and join GRIFFIN plus other three 
submarines that division. After overhaul there tender and 6 
subs proceed PANAMA. Must know immediately if either plan 
desired in order permit modification torpedo loadings. Mac- 
Arthur has this. 


16 2221 CINCPAC to CTF 8 Info COT'INCH. CONGO RTEFEAFROII. 


Propose to reduce your cruisers to 2 . Advise when present 
commitments permit and name 6 inch cruiser to go. Due to 
overwhelming need for strength in SoPac comment on relief of 
remaining 2 by RALEIGH and DETROIT. 


17 1536 C0MS0PAC to COMINCH, CINCPAC. CTF 16.17.62.63.64. C0MS0WESTPAC . 



\J 


Sopac operations. Later report PBY attack 0245 Love (-11) 
16 th states 1 torpedo hit on bow of 1 cruiser of 10 cruisers 
and DDs Lat 09-50 South, Long 164-55 East. MacFARLAND was 
attacked at 1745 Love (-11) 16th by 8 type 99 2 place dive 
bombers. Stern was blown off aft of after deck house. Nov/ 
anchored TULAGI. 4 zeros shot down. 7 3-17*s at 1750 Love 
(- 11 ) 16 th dropped 44 500 pound bombs on enemy supplies 
K0KUMB0NA BEACH. Several fires started. 5 zero attacked 

1 3-17. 1 zero shot down. All our planes returned. B-17 

on search Lat 08-55 South, Long 160-46 East shot down serial 
43. No ground activity GUADALCANAL 16th. Our air struck 
troop concentrations supplies and battery positions inces¬ 
santly throughout 16th. 14 Aichi type dive bombers and 8 

zeros over GUADALCANAL at 0745 Love (-11) 17th. 8 bombers 

2 zeros downed by planes. Unknown number others shot down 

by AA. Our loss 1 plane missing. No other damage. Ghorraley 
sends. Carpender pass to MacArthur. 15 twin engine bombers 
accompanied by many zeros bombed position at 1315 Love (- 11 ) 
17th. Our planes unable gain altitude in time intercept. 

1 bomber probably shot down. Our losses none. 
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18 1426 COMSOPAC to Com 12. COMINCH. CINCPAC. CO^O'/ESPAC. etc, etc . 

Sopac operations. CTF 17 reports shot down 1 Kawanishi 
type 97 twin tail 4 engined flying x>at Lat 1 -20 South, 

Long 162-47 at 1255 L(-ll) 15th. -“-Iso 1 Mitsubishi type 
97 twin engine land bomber at 0945 L (-11) 16th. In Jap 
attack 0745 L(-ll) 17th reported yesterday AA got 6 
oombers. Morning 17th 2 our DD bombarded enemy positions 
’< T est of KOKUTIBONA. 2000 rounds fired. At least 2 ammuni¬ 
tion dumps set off. Many other fires started. Afternoon 
17th ST ADALCANAL search planes RSKATA BAY attacked by 6 
float biplanes 1 float zero 1 enemy plane shot down. One 
SBD missing. GUADALCANAL planes made 4 attacks against 
Jap positions. GUADALCANAL reported being shelled by 
single cruiser or DD night 17th-18th. Fire ceased 0010 
L(-ll). Again reported heavy fire 0013 L(-ll). 1250 

L(-ll) 18th GUADALCANAL attacked by about 20 combers 20 
zeros. 8 bombers 11 zeros shot down. 2 Grummans missing. 
Halsey sends. Carpender pass to MacArthur. Delayed report 
T7 17 states in daylong operations 16th strafed burned 12 
float clanes REKATA, destroyed fuel dump aa positions. At 
GUADALCANAL made 4 direct hits on beached transports set 
fires succly dumps strafed silenced AA fired lsnding barges 
KOKTTMBONA to U°DURANCE. No damage no casualties own force. 

18 2359 CINCPAC to COMSOPAC. Info CONITTCII. C.G. 1st MarDiv. 

* 

Suggest earnest consideration sending 9 th Defense Battalion 
direct to CACTU 0 instead relieving 4th Defense Battalion 
at ROSES. This move will give Vandegrift double number 
155 MM guns he requested which are badly needed. Will 
double antiaircraft crotection for fields, supnlies, and 
installations by both heavy and automatic weapons which 
in secondary role will tremendously increase ground 
defense against tanks and troops. T 'nit also has powerful 
ground defense cower in thirty caliber machine guns. Per¬ 
sonnel involved much less than if units of equal fire power 
but organized for mobile offensive operations were sent 
in. Unit in ships r^ady for immediate movement and per¬ 
sonnel already acclimated to tropics. Relief 4th Defense 
would be costnoned but move considered impelled by 
critical situation end am sure personnel of 4 th will 
gladly contri>ute their part to ensure success CACTUS. 
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19 12 56 COMSOPAC to COMINCH. CIUCPAC. COYSWPAC. CTF 16 17 62 63 64 . 

Sopac operations. GUADALCANAL 18th no ground activity. 

1250 L(-ll) 20 bombers 20 zeros dronned bombs vicinity 
defense lines. Our fighters intercepted shot down 11 
zeros B bombers. Two Grummans lost. 7 killed IB v/ounded 
by bombing. From 2000 to 0100 love maintained S3D and 
PBY natrol over Jap nositions strafing bombing. Three 
enemy CA’s lat 07-45 South Lon# 157-05 East at 1700 Love 
19th bombed by search planes. No hits. B-17’s out for 
strike afternoon 19th followed by PBY strike at night. 

No renort on these. Halsey sends. Carpender pass to 
MacArthur. 

20 1321 co!"S opac to cohinch. cincpac, comsoy/espac. ctf 62 63 6 4 16 17 . 

Sopac operations. 1810 Love (-11) 19th 3 DD’s with 10 float 
biplane escort northwest SAVC bombed by SBD’s. One DD ap¬ 
peared damaged but continued on course. One enemy plane 
destroyed. All our planes returned. Due to cad weather 
only two of 6 PBY’s reached target 2 CA’s 2 DD’s one mile 
West P0ITJT CRUZ at midnight 19th. From 2000 feet one plane 
got direct hit on cruiser. Two heavy explosions heard. 

Other PBY’s bombed beach POINT CRUZ to TASSAFAR0NGA. All 
our planes returned. On GUADALCANAL little ground activity 
19th. 15 zeros over position 1330 L (-11). 2 shot down. 

One Grumman lost. 0100 (-11) 20th borabed enemy DD off 
K0KUMB0NE. HALSEY sends. Carpender pass to MacArthur. 30 
zeros over airfield at 1045 (-11) 20th followed by 16 bombers 
at 1145. 7 zeros 1 probably plus 2 combers shot down. 2 

our nilots missing. 

20 0407 COMMANDING 1 to C0UAIRB0PAC. Info C0US0PAC. GINCPAC. etc. 

Essential that reserve aircraft be maintained BUTTON area 
for replacements at CACTU°. Past experiences have required 
50/o renlecements SBD’s and F4F's every 10 days. Should Jap 
pressure continue CACTUS will require IB and IB SBD with 
lOO'l flight crews every 10 days. Pass to Commarairwingspac. 
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21 1630 

21 1523 COMINCH to CINCPAO Info COMSOPAC. COHAIRPAC. 

Part 1 of 3 my 211630. Hi bom. "/our 172359. Concern¬ 
ing aircraft. Joint Chiefs of Staff have approved following 
forces by 1 January. 19A3. For NEV/CAL-FIJI-EFATE-NDENI- 
GTJADALCANAL area: 2 groups Army heavy bombers total 70 
planes. 2 groups Army fighters total 150. 1 group Army 

medium bombers total 52. 5 squadrons VP3 total 60. Four 

18 plane squadrons VMF. Four 18 plane squadrons VMS3. 1 
squadron VMT3, AO VOS planes. 13 Army and 36 Navy trans¬ 
port planes. 3 snuadrons RNZAF Hudsons and RNZAF Vincents 
and Singapores now at SUVA. 

21 1723 Part 2 of above. Para 2. Jig Cast Sail directive also 
provides for flow of replacements personnel and material 
to meet actualities of expenditures and attrition. Para 3. 
Navy part of these increases in air strength is under con¬ 
trol of Clncpac. Copy of JCS directive forwarded by mail. 

To meet these and other requirements. PacFleet pool dur¬ 
ing October will receive following approximate totals: 

80 VF. 85 VSB. 50 VT3. 20 VP3. 7 VR and inshore patrol 
VOS 

21 1630 Here is last part of three my 211630. Hicom. Curing 
November: 12 5 VF. 75 VS3. 50 VT3. 75 VPB and 10 
inshore patrol VOS. Foregoing includes VOS planes for 
new squadrons VS7D 1A and VS 8 D 1A. Para four. Informa¬ 
tion as to availability of planes and personnel now in 
area and now enroute is known to you. Information as to 
dates of Army reenforcements and flow of Army replacements 
other than that you have not now available but will be 
forwarded when received. Para five. C once rning other 
craft in separate despatch. Para six Halsey pass to Harmon. 

21 0517 COMSOPAC to VICE OPNAV, Info CINCPAO. Com 12. 3UDOCKS . 

Recent developments have intensified the need for immedi¬ 
ate shipment of all items in ^ice Opnav 131255. The unload¬ 
ing situation has been decidedly improved and there are 
now only 6 ships in the harbor for unloading. Com 12 
152320 to Vice Opnav states that LONGFELLO’.V, ALDRICH and COLT 
will be used for shipment of construction materials. Addi¬ 
tional cargo ships on 'Vest Coast must be made available im¬ 
mediately for further shipment of materials including the 
complete Yards and Docks component of a CTJB requested in 
my 010A5L. The large numbers of personnel afloat and ashore 
and the ships to be supplied from this base require that a 
major supply depot be established here instead of the 
Advanced Base Supply Depot originally contemplated. The 
total covered storage reauired for laval supplies is now 
estimated at one million square feet instead of the two 
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21 0517 OOMSOPAC (Continued). 
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hundred thousand square feet first recommended. Paymaster 
General concurs in this estimate. Request 200 more" store 
houses 40 by 100 feet be furnished for this purpose, and 
10 more refrigerator storehouses. Request complete lumber 
and hardware for 160 by 600 foot pier, and 3 complete sets 
of battalion hand tools for WHITE POPPY, BUTTON and CACTUS. 
Large number of developments Planned at /HITE POPPY re¬ 
quires construction of all types of shore facilities for a 
complete Naval base including facilities for over 20,000 
men. The maximum possible urgency must be assigned to the 
development of this base. To plan and direct the activities 
of the 19th ; 20 and 24th Construction .Battalions which will 
be temporarily used in this area and to be Public Works Of¬ 
ficer of the Naval Base at ’.HITS POPPY request that a Captain 
or Commander in the Civil Engineer Corps be immediately as¬ 
signed for this duty. 


21 2300 C0MAIRS0PAC to C0MFAIRWESTC0AST. Info 3UAER. CINCPAC. etc. 




Heregoes account critical shortage fighters Couth Pacific 
consideration being given to proposal load ALTAMAHA with 
aircraft to proceed direct from SAN DIEGO. It may be nec¬ 
essary to: (a) Reduce AVC units to one third allowance. 

(b) Reduce VF 11 to half allowance. (c) Take some F4F's 
from Marine Fighter Squadrons. Based on foregoing request 
recommendation as to date of readiness and approximate 
composition of cargo for ALTAMAHA aircraft to be in fly 
off condition. Recommendation also requested concerning 
equipping one Karine Fighter Snuadron with F4 units and best 
pilots available for early service in Sopac. Originator 
Comairpac for action Comfairwestcoast. NPG pass. NSS give 
to Buaer for info. Cincpac has. 


0 
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/ COMSOPAC to COLINCH. Info CINCPAC. CTF 16 17 62 63 64 42. 

22 2246 / Sopao operations. At GUADALCANAL 21st 7 bombers 15 to 20 

zeros over field 1115 L(-ll). 6 zeros shot down by Grumans. 

1 bomber by AA. 2 bombers left smoking. 2 Grumans mis¬ 
sing. 4 others damaged by enemy fire. 9 killed 44 wounded. 
GUADALCANAL ground forces 21st small contact MATANIKAU. 

Japs used some 9 ton tanks. These withdrew under artillery 
fire. Our planes continued harassing missions against enemy 
ground forces. Occupied village on RUSSELL ISLAND bombed 
strafed by 3 SBDs. 22nd several grouns enemy planes over 
GUADALCANAL 13 to 1400 L9-11). Made contact with only 5 
due to weather. These were fixed landing gear dive bombers. 

All 5 shot down. Airfield SUTTON shelled by enemy sub 0230 
L(-ll) 23rd. Halsey sends. Carpender pass to MacArthur. 

21 0956 CO?!AMPHIBFCRPQPAC to CINCPAC. Info COM INCH. COMSCWESPAC. etc. 

Following additional information obtained from prisoners and 
diaries. Force engaged off SAVO ISLAND night October 11/12 
was proceeding CACTUS to bombard airfield. Officer prisoner 
states FURUTAKA was second cruiser in column and not third. 

Rear Admiral Zon.ji Goto Oigaaba commanded force. Some indi¬ 
cation from nr5soners statements that A03A KINUGASA FURUTUKA 
and accompanying 3 DDs were .joined by 2 light cruisers and 
other DDs. Ensign from FURUTAKA states he saw another crui¬ 
ser sinking while his ships was going down. FURUTAKA sank 
stern first. Discrepancies in statements o^ prisoners claim¬ 
ing to be from SKIRAXUMO indicate possibility that they may 
be from different 3 DDs. Comamphibforsopac sends. Comsopac 
has this. 

21 0942 COMAMPHIBFORSOPAC to CINCPAC. Info COMSOPAC. COMAIKSOPAC. etc . 

From prisoners statements and diaries learned that CHORAI 
KAKO AOBA KINUGASA FURUTAKA TATSUTA TENRYU and 1 of 2 DDs 
took part in attack on our forces night August 8-9 off SAYO IS¬ 
LAND. This force came around west side SAVO ISLAND and veered 
continually left till it retired. Firing was initially to 
starboard. No Japanese ships sunk or hit by torpedo. AOBA 
had damage to forward turret. KAKO damaged. Statement na de 
that force came from KAVIENG or RABAUL. Routes of approach 
and retirement not known. 1 prisoner says that no land was 
visi )le during daytime considered probable that at least part 
of force came south of Island chain which area not air scouted 
on 8 th. Para. KAKO received 3 torpedo hits and sank about 
0700 love (- 11 ) on August 10 . Diary says 651 men rescued 
before KAKO sunk. Diary states AP KINRYU MARU and DD MUTUII 
were sunk on Auerust 25 . Comaraphforsopac sends. Comsopac has. 

22 2129 CINCPAC to COMINCH . 

Request aporoval exchange DETROIT and RALEIGH for cruisers in 
TF 8 in view Theobald's 172343 and critical need for maximum 
strength in Sopac. 
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25 1450 COMAIRFOPAC to COMSOPAC Info CTF 62 64 61 COMSOV/ESPAC. 


Comairsopac sends. Results 3-17 strikes today. All planes 
armed with four five hundreds. 5 nlanes sent to intercept 
enemy LONG victors at Lat 03-05 long 164-30 failed to in¬ 
tercept. 2nd flight 6 planes sighted 12 enemy ships 1430 
love (-11) lat 07-50 long 163-LO course 000 speed 25 drop¬ 
ped at 1510 from 15500 feet on BB nil hits. Other ships 
this force not identified but no CV. Opposed by land plane 
VF and AA. Third strike 6 planes altitude 13500 at 173.0 
hit force of 2 CA and 4 DD in lat 0317 long 160 2 hits 
certain on undamaged CA. Ship reported left dead in water 
burning heavily, 4 explosions noted after attack. Leader 
reports his attack was preceded at 1700 by Dauntless at¬ 
tack which also obtained one hit on other cruiser. All 
planes returned. Please pass to Coragensopac. 

25 0216 COMSOPAC to COMINCH CINCPAC COMFQW33STPAC CTF 62 61 63 64. etc . 

Sopac operations. 3 Catalinas made night torpedo attacks 
on Lap ships SHORTHAND TONOLEI area at 0245 L (- 11 ) 23rd. 

Two torpedoes at CL anchored off MOILA POINT one hit certain. 
One hit probable. Also 500 pound oomb hit on another CL or 
DD. Third plane attacked probable B3 one torpedo vicinity 
ERVEN3A ISLAND results unobserved due to AA and searchlights. 
All planes returned. Night 23 rd search plane contacted two 
groups enemy Naval force. 2027 L 23 rd one group Lat 04-55 
South -Pong 164-52 Fast CV CL DD. One group CA CL and 2 
DD. CV described as flat top no island about 600 feet long. 
One Catalina with torpedo made contact with CA CL and 3 DD’s 
at 0110 L 24th Lat 06-09 South Long 164-14 Fast. Torpedo 
dropped at 400 yards on CA described as MOGAMI class. Force 
opened with AA after attack. Large explosion which may have 
been torpedo hit noted during retirement. On GUADALCANAL 
beginning 1300 L 23 rd Japs laid heavy barrage on our front 
lines along MATANIKAU RIVER. All calibers including six inch. 
’Then barrage lifted Japs attempted river crossing in force 
with tanks and massed infantry. Four attacks thrown back with 
five large enemy tanks destroyed. Our air and artillery took 
under fire Jap force observed early morning 24 th attempting 
outflank left MATANTVAM RIVER line. One TBF shot down by 
Jap AA. Pilot gunner rescued passenger missing. Halsey 
sends. Carpender pass to MaoArthur. 
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24 0041 COMSOPAO to COMINCH. OINCPAQ. COMSOWSrPAC. CTF 16 17 62 63 64. 



Sopac operations. GUADALCANAL reports 16 Jap combers about 
20 zeros over airfield 1120L (-11) 23rd. 20 zeros 1 bomber 

destroyed. 3 bombers left smoking. All our pilots safe. 
Halsey sends. Carpender pass to MacArthur. 1315 L 23rd our 
search plane at INDISPENSI3LE STRAIT shot dovm Jap 4 engine 
flying boat. Small groups enemy planes over GUADALCANAL 
1300 L 23rd. Group of 5 dive bombers sighted shot down. 1 
S3D crashed take off pilot gunner killed. On ground only 
activity artillery fire. Our artillery and air concentrated 
on enemy 155 mm position which believed damaged. 


26 0440 CTF 61 to 00HSCPAC. 

My 260200. Damage ENTERPRISE more extensive. 2 bomb hits. 
Number 1 elevator out of commission. Can operate reduced 
number planes. More details later. SOUTH DAKOTA bomb hit 
on turret 1. PORTLAND steering gear unreliable. SAN JUAN 
2 small compartments flooded. PORTER sunk. Other DD’s 
damaged. Request tanker lat 14 south, 170 east soon as 
practicable. From Comtaskfor 6l to Comsopac. 



26 0210 CTF 61 to COM°0PAC . 

1 carrier of SH0KAKAU Class hit by 3 1000 lbs. Other car¬ 
rier of same class hit by 2 500 lbs bombs. That carrier 
smoking and being attacked by 3-17’s in position latitude 07- 
05 South Longitude 161-56. M0GAlii CA hit by 2 1000 lb bombs. 
1 hit and 2 near misses on 33. ENTERPRISE landing HORNET 
planes. This report will be amplified. ENTERPRISE attacked 
4 times. No serious damage. From Comtaskfor 61 to Comso¬ 
pac. Flight deck immobilized due to portion of HORNET group. 
Will endeavor to send extra planes to BUTTON. Comtaskgroup 
17.2 252340 gives information oh HORNET. 


26 


0210 COMSOPAC to C0M3WPA3 


CTF 62 42 61 63 64 CINCPAC. COMINCH. 




Sopac operations. During 25 th Jap naval forces approached 
GUADALCANAL from southwest north west and north. Others 
operating to northeast GUADALCANAL. Few reports yet received 
from our striking forces. 1115 Love (-11) 25 th lot 07-50 
south, long 160-28 east our search plane shot down Jap fly¬ 
ing boat. 1052 love 25 th GUADALCANAL reported receiving naval 
gunfire from 2 cruisers 1 DD. 1300 love 4 S3D’s from GUADAL¬ 
CANAL scored 1 hit 1000 pound bomb on forecastle of enemy CA 
also damaging hit or near miss on CL. CA dead in water. 

Enemy force consisted 1 CA 1 CL 3 LD. 2nd S3D strike scored 
hit on CA and near miss on CL same force at 1700 love. B-17 
strike of 6 planes also hit this Jap fbrce at 1710 love. 2 
500 pound borne hits certain on CL. Left dead in water burn- 


(Continued on next page) 
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26 0210 COMSOPAC to GOMSV/PAC. etc. (Continued) 

ing heavily. 4 explosions noted after attack. At REKATA BAY 

2 small AK's with deck load vehicles and ooxes strafed by 

search plane. Plane attacked by 2 float biplanes. 1 bi¬ 
plane shot down. Cn ground 24th little action along MATAN- 
IKAU where our position intact. Beginning midnight'continu- 
ing through early morning 25th Japs attacked toward airfield 
from south. Army battalion reinforced Marines and position 
held during night. Halsey sends. Carpender pass to Mac- 
Art hur. Japs still attacking this area morning 25th. In 
air over GUADALCANAL 25 th enemy fighters throughout day at 
irregular intervals. 17 Jap fighters shot down. 16 Jap 
heavy bombers over at 1435 love 25 th. 5 combers shot down. 

9 dive bombers Aiohi type attacked position at 1500 love. 

Only minor damage by bombs. 2 our fighter pilots jumped and 
rescued. 

27 0426 Comsopac to Cincpac. Cpminch. CT? 61 62 63 64 42 . etc. 

Sopac operations. B -17 on search 1020 L(-ll) 25th was at¬ 
tacked by 6 Nagoya landplane zeros with bellytanks. 1 zero 
down in flame. Bombardier killed. Cur plane returned. 
Taskforce 64 made offensive sweep through area west GUADAL¬ 
CANAL evening 25 th. No surface contact with enemy. Pre¬ 
liminary reports from Task -Force 61 indicate that force got 

3 1000-pound bomb hits on 1 enemy CV. 2 500-pound bomb hits 
on another CV. Both CV's SH0KAKU class. 2 1000-pound combs 
on CA M0GAMI class. 1 hit 2 near misses on Jap BB. Halsey 
sends. Carpender pass to MacArthur. PBY reported at 0215 

L 27 th had torpedoed Jap carrier result not seen. Jap force 
1 CA 1 CL 4 DD which was reported under attack 25th by SBD 
twice and B-17 strike once was again attacked by SBD's and 
P- 39 's at 0700 L 26th. P-39 got 1 500 -pound bomb hit on 
CA. Very near miss on CL by SBD. Both cruisers proceeding 
slowly leaving large oil slicks. Jap DD which shelled 
SEMINOLE morning 25 th were strafed by 4 Grummans. 1 DD also 
hit by 3 5-inch shells from LUNGA battery. At GUADALCANAL 
Japs attacked in force during night 25th-26th. Main attack 
down L TT 1TGA River from South. 1 attack this sector by Jap 
29 th infantry penetrated lines south of airfield. Our lines 
here restored by strong counterattack of 1 64 th infantry. 
Along MATANKAU River 7th Marines drove Japs to south. During 
25 th our AA shot down 1 bomber 3 zeros. Ground troops got 
1 zero. 
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27 0031 OOMAIRSOPAC to SONrOPAC. Info CTF 62 6l 64 . 

Amplifying report 51 P 6 261540. At 0055 enemy force 
2 CV 1 BB 2 CA 2 CL 1 DD lat 06-51 long 165-06 course 
030 speed 20. 1 CV very large v/ith small island other 
CV smaller with flush deck. No planes on deck either 
carrier. Fish dropped at 500 yards at largest carrier. 
Results unobserved due heavy AA. Other Catalina armed 
with 4 contact 500’s made steep glide bombing attack on 
CA at 0105 L (-11) lat 04-25 -^ong 164-35 course 080 speed 
30. 2 bombs under stern threw water over ship and into 

tunnel hatch. 2 direct bomb hits fell aft stack lit up 
ship permitting identification. After retirement 2 large 
explosions seen at same location. Attack opposed by heavy 
AA until after both hits. Plane damaged but returned 
safely. No other ships in area. 3rd Catalina no contact. 

27 0045 GTF 61 to COMCQPAC. 

My (Comtaskfor 6l’s) 260440. This action to Gomsopac. 

Damage now determined requires following ships proceed to 
port for further examination and temporarv repairs. ENTER¬ 
PRISE PORTLAND SAN -TUAN SMITH MAURY. SHAW with survivors 
of PORTER not damaged. Commanding Officer SOUTH DAKOTA 
seriously wounded. Duns of turret 2 nicked by fragments but 
may be services ile. Following undamaged CONYTTGHAM PRESTON 
MAHAN CUSHING. Also JUNEAU now with me. Additional dam¬ 
age ENTERPRISE. Forward gyro out. 4 feet down by the 
head. Frament holes in sides. Number 3 and 4 bomb 
elevators out. -Also 5 inch ammunition hoists to groups 1 
and 2. Forward 50 feet hanger deck bulged. 3 radio trans¬ 
mitters out. 1 DF loop shot away. Degaussing cables cut. 
Personnel casualties SNTSP.PRI C E 30 dead 60 wounded. PORT¬ 
LAND 1 steering unit out other unreliable. Vessels task 
force 17 are about to join me. 

26 0814 COMSOPAC to COMINCH Info CINCPAC. C0HAIRS0PAC. C0MGENS0PAC . 

Comsopac to Cominch Info Cincpac Comairsopac. (See Pinks) 

27 0437 COMSOPAC to CINCPAC Info Opnav. Comserforpac. Cominch.Bupers . 

A base command separate from Seronsopac is essential this 
area for planning construction and administration. Your 
210225 and my 230837. Long known need for base construc¬ 
tion on large scale now reemphasized by damage to ships and 
lack of facilities for adequate support of land based air 
and amphibious operations. If approved I nlan to assign 
Captain V R Carter now in this area as Commander Naval Bases 
South Pacific Area. Request following additional personnel 
report by air: 1 Capt for aviation planning, 1 Colonel 
Marine Corps for nlanning land and AA defenses 1 Captain 


(Continued on next page) 
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27 0437 COMSOPAC to CINCPAC, etc . (Continued) 

CEC for advanced base planning and construction and 1 
Commander or Lt Comdr Specialist in each of the follow¬ 
ing: Aircraft maintenance. Aircraft supplies. Aerology, 
Ship Maintenance, Radio Material , Radar degaussing loops 
and sono buoys, mines, nets and booms, torpedoes, ord¬ 
nance plus appropriate officer personnel for operation 
of South Pacific Advanced Base Depot. Ref Opnav 241938. 
Additional assistants to the Commander ^aval Bases will 
be furnished from this area or requested by desnatch if 
recommended organization is approved. Early action re¬ 
quested. Opnav deliver Ceminch Bupers and Budocks for 
info. 

28 0311 CINCPAC to COMINCH 


For Admiral King only. While not havin' 1- complete picture 
believe 7/ASP announcement somewhat premature unless cer¬ 
tain that Japs had full knowledge of it. Also immediate 
release of PORTER’S name was hard on morale of dependents 
therefore on o"r personnel. Recommend previous policy of 
withholding name of ship until it can be announced that 
next of kin have been informed. 

23 0326 COMSOPAC to COMINCH, CINCPAC, CTF 61. COMSOWESPAC, etc . 

Further report. Sopac operations. PBY attacks early 
morning 27th states enemy force consisted 2 CV, 1 BE, 

2 CA, 2 CL, 1 DD lat 06-41 south long 165-06 east. 1 CV 
very large small island. Other CV smaller with flush 
flight deck. No planes on deck either carrier. Torpedo 
was-dropped 500 yards at larger carrier. Heavy AA. An¬ 
other PBY with 4 contact 500 pound bombs made steep glide 
on CA at 0105 love (-11) 27th lat 05-25 south long 161-35 
east. 2 bombs under stern throwing water over ship. 2 
direct hits aft stack. After retirement of plane, 2 large 
explosions seen. Heavy AA until after bomb hits. Plane 
damaged but returned safely. Halsey sends. Carpender 
pass to MacArthur. On GUADALCANAL during night 26th-27th 
numerous smal". attacks by Jap land forces. All repulsed 
outside our wire. Last 5 days our casualties 86 dead, 

109 wounded. Jap losses 9 tanks (14-18 tons), one reg¬ 
imental battery, many heavy and light machine guns. At 
least 2000 Japs killed. TREVER, ZANE report being attacked 
by 3 new Jap DD while returning from GUADALCANAL 25th. 
Scored at least four hits on DD’s. They report at least 
2 of these Jap ships sunk by GUADALCANAL bombers. 

28 0351 CINCPAC to COMSOPA C Info COMINCH 

Am concerned over each of defenses of BUTTON and desire 
to assist you in every way to improve them. As there 
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28 0351 CINCPAC to CCMSOPAC INFO COMINCH 


was no basic joint plan for its establishment suggest you 
have one drawn up for its defenses and I will submit it to 
Cominch for aoproval and implementation. Enroute to you 
is copy of Joint Chiefs of Staff Aircraft Plan which sets 
BUTTONS aircraft complement by January 1st as 13 Army med¬ 
ium bombers, 25 Army fighters, 18 VSB, 8 VOS, and 18 VF. 


28 0921 COKNAVUNIT BUTTON to COMSOPAC INFO COMAIRSOPAC, CINCPAC 




COOLIDGE struck two mines 0930. Sank SEGCND CHANNEL 1050 
local October 26 in about 20 fathoms. Vessel and cargo 
total loss. Army personnel on board 4604. Known loss 1 
officer, 3 men. 27 additional missing but reported seen 
ashore. Navy personnel on board 2 officers, 50 enlisted; 
all saved. Crew ship reported 290. Only loss 1 fireman. 
Survivors being temporarily based ashore. Channel open 
to normal traffic. Ship entered Channel through mined 
entrance. Master states was not notified of existence 
mine field. Picket boat with pilot stationed proper ent¬ 
rance could not attract attention of ship or overtake. 
Signal station ashore warned ship but ship could not kill 
headway before hitting mine. Beached turned over to port 
and slid off coral ledge into deep water one hour twenty 
minutes after hitting mine. Letter report follows. 
Comairsopac has by hand for information. And passes. 
Comnavunit BUTTON originates. 


28 1001 MACARTHUR to COMSOPAC INFO CINCPAC 




Can utilize to advantage from airdromes this area any 
available B-24's. Re Comsopac 272330. Assume planes 
belong 90th Group. Squadron just arrived here from that 
group grounded about four days for replacement nose v/heel 
collars. Due to lack protection underneath where Inter¬ 
ception is normally expected consider this type di ould 
be used in night missions. Otherwise operational losses 
and damage will soon reduce v/eight of attack below that 
wh'ch can be regularly sustained in night operations. 
Pilots of squadron just arrived here not yet competent for 
night operations under adverse weather conditions encount¬ 
ered here, but expect to have them ready in ten days. 

Every effort being made and v/ill be made to hasten train¬ 
ing oeriod for pilots here on arriving. Above facts given 
In order you may have complete picture of situation. Let 
me know your decision. From MacArthur to Halsey. Info 
Nimitz. 
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28 2225 CINCPAC to SONFCPAC Info COMINCH. 

Ground situation at CACTUS can be turned in our favor 
only by offensive action. Our present forces have per¬ 
formed magnificently but their present strength appears 
to have restricted them to the defensive which may be 
fatal if enemy succeeds in building up sufficient super¬ 
iority on Island. -Japs have favored dark: of moon for 
reinforcing their troops. Lull after intense activity 
appears to give us opportunity now for placing strong 
reinforcements on CACTUS that will permit offensive 
operations. Comment. 

29 0130 CQHSQPAC to CINCPAC. Info COMINCH . 

In complete agreement your 282225. Supplies now enroute. 
From Comsopac to Cincpac info Cominch. Force consisting 
2 raider companies, Army infantry battalion, small AA unit- 
and ACORN 2 shortly at AOLA SAY CACTUS to develop support¬ 
ing airfield there. Above to be increased in strength as 
field develops. 8th Marines land soon at KTJKUM, landing 
coordinated with offensive launched by nresent garrison 
if then feasible. Marine aviation engineer battalion end 
2 batteries 155 guns now enroute FUKUM. Marine replace¬ 
ments 1 Army regiment American Division moves to CACTUS as 
transnortation available. Onenina chase above operations 
begins morning 30th L (-11) with ships gunfire on hostile 
installations. CACTUS will not crack. 

29 0106 COMSOPAC to COMINCH. CTF 6l 62 63 6A. CINCPAC. etc, 

WASHINGTON subjected 2 submarine attacks early morning 26th. 
SoPac operations. Several torpedoes seen each attack. All 
missed. Torpedoes apparently set to explode at end of run. 
On GUADALCANAL Japs attacked 3 ooints on perimeter at night¬ 
fall 27th. Halsey sends. Carpender pass to MacArthur. One 
attack penetrated but position restored by counter attack. 
Other attacks stopped outside wire. GUADALCANAL air forces 
attacked Jap 8 gun AA battery at KOKTJIBONA with SBD's and 
PAOO’s. Battery silenced and ammunition dump and stores 
destroyed. Continued attacks on suspected field gun posi¬ 
tions/ No fire from these 26th. GUADALCANAL air dropped 
11 100 oound 3 300 pound bombs on Jap oivouac area REKATA 
BAY 0920 L (-11) 27th. Fuel or ammunition dump set afire. 

7 float planes strafed on water. Four of theseburned. 

One our pilots parachuted northwest tip Y8ABEL J-8LAND. 

28 0330 CTF 16 to CINCPAC Info COHINCIL COMSOPAC. CTF 17 . 

Your 262351 following from Comtaskforce 17 Quote NPM 803 
Oct 18. Action addressee incorrectly decoded as Comtask¬ 
force 17 resulted in disnatchinp- shins of this task force. 




(Continued on next page) 
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28 0330 CTF 16 to CINCPAC 



(Continued). 



Mission unsuccessful. Letter and MORRIS action reoort 
forwarded when practicable. Unquote. Comdesron 2*in MOR¬ 
RIS raided patrol line about four hours 15 minutes prior 
raid by Comdesdiv 9 in LAMSON with MAHAN. This originated 
by Comtaskforce 16. NPM deliver to Cincpac for action and 
NSS for info Cominch. -“-Iso pass to Comsopac. By visual to 
Comtaskforce 17. 


28 2240 CTF 8 to TASKFORCE 8. Info COMITTCIT. CriCRAC. COI'FBrTBEAFRON.etc . 


Comtaskforce 8 reports reconnaissance October 27. SEGULA: 
Uortheast coast negative, one shack on west slone which was 
in ruins. GARELO: Orev shack observed. No traces enemy 
occupation either island nor on ATTU also scouted. Damaged 
ships TIFKA HARBOR and GERTRUDE COVE as previously reported. 
.Afternoon mission of 6 B-24's found ""I^EA closed in and re¬ 
turned with bombs. Info stations deliver to usual local 
adees Cominch Cincpac Comwestseafron Comdcen WDC and Comnor- 
westseafron. 




29 0251 COMSOPAC to C0MAIRS0PAC. Info CINCPAC, C0MAIRPA0. etc . 

Your 240221 concur necessity establishment subordinate com¬ 
mand. Eventually propose Comfair each important base in 
Sopac area. At present WHITE POPPY only such activity in 
being. Until separate C.O. provided necessary Compatwing 
1 continue functioning as Comfair WHITE POPPY. This by 
mailgram with copy of reference for all info adees. 

Ref: Comairsopac 240221 : The rapidly increasing importance 
and employment of Naval Aviation in' the South Pacific Area 
makes it essential that a shore based aircraft subordinate 
command be established as soon as practicable. It would 
seem logical that this command be a part of Aircraft Pacific 
Fleet, that organization being the source of aircraft supply 
in this area. Para. The duties of Commander Aircraft South 
Pacific are 3uch that it is impracticable for that officer 
to carry out properly the administrative functions of a sub¬ 
ordinate command. Compatwing ONE for the present is function¬ 
ing as such for patrol aircraft within the limitations of 
his organization which is in process of establishment. 
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30 0150 CQT'SOFAC to CCi'ITTC!;. ClilCPAO. CQtgKmrPAC. CTF U7 61 62 63 64 . 


o 

$ 


Sopac operations. Search plane lat 13-15 South Long 162- 
45 East dropped 2 ^ombs on Jap pub submerged at 0735 L 
(-11) 29th. Larse oil slick. Ground action at GUADALCANAL 
confined to small pati*ol contacts and mopping up vicinity 
our position. Patrols operating West ILITANIKAU report several 
hundred Jap dead vicinity POINT CRUZ. 3 additional Jap tanks 
found destroyed. Hostile order of battle established as 
OKA Regiment 4th Infantry 29th Infantry 15th Heavy Artillery 
. Regiments and additional units not yet identified. P-400’s 

attacked Jap troops West MATANIKAU. 1730 L 28th 2 P-400* s 
destroyed 2 float planes RLKATA BAY. 2 Jap heavy bombers 
overhead at 0400 L 29th. ^ombs fell in water. At 0030 L 
30th PT boat reported torpedo hit on Jap DD between ESPER- 
ANCE and SAV0. Left dead in water. Halsey sends. Car- 
pender pass to MacArthur. 

30 0602 COM SOP AG to OOP A IRQ OP AG . COMOEN 1st IvlARDIV. COUSO'.TESTPAC . etc. 

Task Force 65 (3 cruisers 10 destroyers 3 transports) will 
land 8th Marines reinforced at CACTUS on 3 November to re¬ 
inforce garrison. My 291007. Details in CTF 65 OpPlan Cl 
which Comairsopac and units of TF 65 have. In air mail to 
other addressees. CTF 63 provide all practicable supnort 
by air scouting and striking opnosing enemy forces. Oom- 
gen CACTUS provide air coverage for TF during approach, 
retirement and while in CACTUS area. Carnender pass to 
MacArthur. Reciuest Sowespac air supnort by continued 
strikes against enemy forces northwest SOLOMONS area. 

Priority of targets carriers, battleshins, other combatant 
units. Action addees acknowledge. 


Q 30 1819 CINCPAC to CTF 8 Info C0MS0PAC. COI'INCH. 

PacFlt experience to date with defensive mining not repeat 
not conducive to extension such measures. Take every prac¬ 
ticable step to insure that your defensive minefields are 
less dangerous to own ships than to enemy. 
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31 0534 COMSQPAO to COM I ITCH. CINCPAC. CQMSQWEPPAC. GTE U2. etc. 




Searcholane reports. Sopac operations. Attack on Sub lat 
13-10 south long 163-44 east. Results negative. On GUADAL¬ 
CANAL 29th no important ground contacts. We continued mop¬ 
ping up operations. Small patrol captured and damaged 2 
Jap 75 mm guns west MATANUCAH. Our planes continued attack 
missions on Jan nositions. 2235 L (-11) 29th S3D on patrol 
sighted 2 Jap DDs vicinity TASSAFAROIIGA and dropped bombs. 

No damage but DDs proceeded toward RUSSELLS. 0015 L 30th 
3 S3D’s bombed DDs west RUSSELLS. No contact thereafter. 

1 SBD missing. 0510 L 30th 7 Grummans attacked REKATA BAY. 
Destroyed 3 biplanes on water 3 zero float planes 2 bi¬ 
planes in air. Set fire to and strafed main building and 
fuel dump. Strafed camp results unknown. Halsey sends. 
Caroender pass to MacArthur. 0030 to 0845 L 30th 1 cruiser 
and 4 DDs bombarded Jap positions GUADALCANAL. Destroyed 
artillery boats buildings. 


31 0355 CINCPAC to COMINCH info C0MS0PAC. C0MSU3PAC. 




Your 281735 believe our situation different from enemys 
in that area os his operations against CACTUS is quite 
thoroughly scouted by our aircraft while he has difficulty 
in projecting aircraft to southward and southeastward of 
CACTUS. Aircraft are so much more efficient as scouts 
and submarine offensive role is so much the most effective 
emnloyment that I consider it correct to keep the majority 
of submarines in focal areas and make information mission 
secondary to attack. However, due to repetitious enemy 
denloyment during his advances I believe that emnloyment 
suggested by Halsey's 300416 offers excellent nossibilities. 
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31 0%6 GTF 62 to STURUIR, CARNEY, MCKEAN, Info CINCPAC. etc. 

Mission AOLA BAY occupation group is to construct fighter 
strip soon as possible to be followed by bomber strip and 
to deny AOLA BAY to enemy. CTF 62 sends for delivery to 
STURGIS and CARNEY. Command passes to O 0 mgen CACTUS on 
completion of debarkation. Para. Plan to reinforce with 
following units: Afirm - Remainder ACORN ONE. Baker - 
One five five millimeter guns as soon as available. Cast - 
Additional infantry to bring total of one regiment less 
one battalion. Log - One battalion field artillery. 

31 2126 COMSOPAC to CINCPAC . 

Recommend following reorganization Sopac Force. Afirm. 
Detach first Marine Corps from Amphibious Force. Baker. 
Establish Corps Commander on same echelon of command as 
Commander Amphibious Force. Cast. Joint planning between 
two commanders under control Comsopac. Dog. Comsopac 
assign units of First Corps to Amphibious Force as nec¬ 
essary for operations or training. On conclusion of train¬ 
ing exercises such units revert to Corps. When deemed 
advisable after conclusion of landing phase of an opera¬ 
tion a task organization for the shore phase of the opera¬ 
tion will be established, or the Corns units will revert 
to the Corns, when and as directed by Comsopac. 
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C0I.1S0PAC to COMINCK, CINCPAC, COMSOWESPAC etc . 

Sopac operations. 0530 L (-11) 1st 7 Grurnraans at 
REKATA BAY destroyed all 5 Jao planes on beach. 

Many wrecked planes about. Straffed all buidlings, 
started fire in cocoanut grove. AA very heavy and 
accurate. Our planes damaged but returned. 5th 
Marines crossed KATANIKAU at daybreak 1st. Attacked 
to west. Supported by B-17's. Continuous attacks by 
P-400's and SBD’s throughout day silenced Jap artillery. 
Enemy withdrawing slowly. We have advanced about 2 
miles with relatively light casualties. Halsey sends. 
Carpender pass to MacArthur. 

COMGEN 1st MARDIV to COMSOPAC info CTF 62 etc . 

5th Marines crossed MATANIKAO at daylight this morn¬ 
ing and attacked to the west. Attack supported by 
B-17 bombardments. Constant attacks by P-400's and 
SBD's throughout the day silenced Jap artillery. 

Enemy withdrawing slowly taking advantage of rough 
terrain to reduce effect of air and artillery attack. 

We have pushed forward approximately 2 miles with re¬ 
latively light casualties. Attack followed up by 
large reserve force for use in event enemy make de¬ 
termined stand this side POM river. 

COMNARDIV 1 to COMSOPAC info CCMAIRSOPAC etc . 

Bomber field graded 5400 feet. Take off end 1700 
feet being crowned to receive mat. Mat laid last 
3500 feet. Fighter field one rolled grass surface 
4G00 feet long completed. Fighter number 2 graded 
3250 feet. Soil stabilization in progress prior to 
laying somerfield mesh. 

CINCPAC to COMINCH 


Unless there is evidence not at hand here that the 
enemy actually saw the HORNET sink, I feel very strong¬ 
ly that yesterday's announcement was of considerable 
assistance to the enemy and correspondingly harmful 
to us in a very critical situation. 
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03 0130 COHFQPAC to CINCPAG. 00MIN0II. COMSONESPACFOR. etc. 

3opac operations. Patrol returning from AOLA on 
GUADALCANAL reported only contact with small groups 
Japs to eastward our position. No ground activity 
during night first-second. SID’s harrassed Jap positions 
during night. Our destroyers assisted attack west 
MATANIKAU RIVER morning 2nd by bombardment. Later 
report of damage to Jap naval forces by TF 61 26th 
states: Add 4 1000-pounders on 2nd TONE Class CA. 

Change 1000 pounder on unidentified BB to 500 pounder 
on CL. ^ Add 1 additional torpedo hit port side same 
NACIII Class CA. Halsey sends. Carpender pass to 
MacArthur. 

04 0146 C0MS0PAC to COMINCH. CIUCPAC. CON^QNESPACFOR. etc . 

On GUADALCANAL. Sopac operations. Our attack continued 
with slow nrogress during second. One 75, 6 37 mm and 
many machine guns captured. All units advancing morn¬ 
ing third. Two fighters lost due operational crashes 
but allots safe. BSD's and P-39's completed numerous 
missions sucoorting ground troops. One enemy gun and 
three trucks destroyed by bombing. 3 S^D’s off 1730 
L (-11) second to attack hostile force 4 CL, 17 DD. 

None returned. 1 SBD reported enemy DD vicinity NONUN¬ 
ION A at 2130 L (-11) second. Plane failed return. 

Halsey sends. Carpender pass to NacArthur. 

04 0725 Retiring CACTUS transports for night to South INDISPENSA¬ 
BLE STRAIT to return tomorrow entering SEALARK CHANNEL 
at 0430 November 5th. Require 6 more hours. A0LA BAY 
group will continue unloading tonight estimate complete 
late tomorrow. 4 cruisers 6 destroyers remain south 09 - 
12 in INDISPENSABLE STRAIT ready to strike favorable 
targets tonight. This from Callaghan. 

04 0235 CTF 62 to CTG 65.5 Info CTF 65 63. CONSQPAC. C0L1GSN CACTUS . 

Comsopac has directed Carlson and two companies second 
raiders renain A0LA BAY for present and be reenforced with 
two additional companies. Para. Direct McEEAN, MANLEY on 
completion debarkation raiders proceed at best speed to 
arrive BUTTON during daylight refuel embark two companies 
second raiders. Orders as to logistics and further move¬ 
ments will be issued later. Inform STURGIS and Carlson. 
Pass to McKEAN and MANLEY by hand. C 0 mgen CACTUS informed 
in another system. CTF 62 originator. 
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03 0015 CINCPAC to 0Of.:INCH. 


For Admiral King only. Believe Army should retain 
defense HOLLY and increase effectiveness thereof in 
accordance with recommendations being sent you separately. 

We need for amphibious purposes all the Marines that can" 
be made available. 1 note from enclosure your ser 00935 
of 7 September that Army troops are only used for amphibious 
work due to lack of Marines. 



05 0522,. C0 MS0PAC to CINCPAC. COM INCH. COMSWPAC. GTF 1 , 2 . 61. 62. 63 . 

Friendly 3S renorts. Sopac operations. 2 torpedo hits in 
NATORI Class cruiser INDESPSN7A3LE STRAIT 0415 love (-11) 
3rd. On GUADALCANAL our attack west MATANIKAU continued 
successfully. 350 laps killed one nosition west POINT 
CRUZ. 3 field nieces twelve 37 mm, 30 machine guns cap¬ 
tured. lap positions K0KUU30NA shelled by our naval 
forces. Night third - fourth laps landed force 7000 
yards east K0LI POINT. Attacked at dawn by battalion 7th 
Marines. Attack driven back by superior forces with artil¬ 
lery. Our ground troons concentrating afternoon fourth to 
destroy this hostile force. Beginning 1630 love 2*th three 
planes bombed strafed area east K0LI POINT. Halsey sends. 
Carpender pass to MacArthur. 
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05 2358 C0MS0PA0 to COHINCU, CINCPAC. COHSVnrPAO. CTF 61 62 63 64. . 

On GUADALCANAL Sopac operations. Marines holding captured 
positions west MATANIKAU. Enemy made strong counterattack 
this area nie:ht 4th-5th. Repulsed with heavy Jap losses. 

On east sector Marines holding vicinity KOLI POINT while 
2 battalions Army move to envelop enemy left flank from 
south. Fighting this sector during 4 th limited to patrol 
actions. Our air maintained continuous patrols over 
enemy nositions. Strafed known hostile positions includ¬ 
ing mobile gun with ammunition trailer on road east K0KUM- 
BONA. Halsey sends. Carpender pass to MacArthur. 8 th 
Marines landed reinforced GUADALCANAL position 4th-5th. 

AOLA SAY detachment now ashore. Congenlst MarAmph Corps 
and ComGenSoPac have. 

07 0150 C0MS0PAC to CI’ T C?AC t CO! ■'INCH. CONSV/PAC. CTF 42. 6 l, etc . 

During October. Sonac operations. Sonac airforces de¬ 
stroyed 369 hostile aircraft. No nrobables or damaged in¬ 
cluded. At 0400 love (-11) third MCCALLA sighted neri- 
scope close aboard submerging lat. 10-50 south long l6l- 
20 east. Attacked with death charges. Loud underwater 
explosions after depth charges exploded. Sub possibly 
sunk. On GUADALCANAL morning 6 th, 164 th Infantry had com¬ 
pleted passage MALirBTU river and advancing to north to 
envelop hostile south flank. No large contacts this area. 

On west our position second marines repulsed light attacks 
west of POI'T CRUZ during night 5th - 6 th. TULAGI marines 
completed successful operation against Jap outpost CAPE AS¬ 
TROLABE. 19 enemy killed, one captured. All radio eouio- 
ment documents arms and ammunition cantured intact. Only 
two unarmed Japs escaned to bush. No marine casualties. 

1130 love 5th 27 bombers and zeros over GUADALCANAL positions 
Our fighters made no contact due cloud conditions. Bombs 
drooned near defense li ies killing one, wounding five. Our 
air continuously over Jan nositions. Five attacks by P-400's 
one by GBD’s on enemy nositions. Halsey sends. Oaroender 
nass to MacArthur. 

06 2139 VO^NAV to CG'^GRAC info CI'LCPVC , COM.VE7EAFR n N, etc. 

Following nlanoed (A) Sail MOUNT VERNON for ’VHITE POPPY 
from SAN "'EDR0 about 24 November with nersonnel for voy¬ 
age renair facilities enuivalent 1 AD, 20th, 24 th, 26th, 

27th, °eebees, "obile ' r osnital Number 7 and casuals plus 
bag*a^e tentage and galleys for all embarked personnel. 

°ail -TTrpiTER from THTENEME about 19 November with essen¬ 
tial Seebee material and medical sun^lies and equinnent 
followed b; another shin with remainder Seebee carp-o and 
equivalent ad cargo. Shin 'obile Hospital Number 7 cargo 
later when will not interfere with vital military sunolies 
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06 2139 VOPNAV to C^TT’AC info CIUORAC. C^U/F^EAFRON, etc . (Pont 1 d) 

and eauipment. Eta MOUNT VER'TON 6 December. HJPITER 5 Dec¬ 
ember. (3) Sail coalmine as scheduled (C) Rail ACORNS 3 
and U when construction equipment diverted to AD’s is re- 
nlaced requiring 30 days, and transnorts are available 
estimated middle December. Do you a-mrove ' 5 Request im¬ 
mediate renly in order start loading. NFL oass to Mobile 
Hospital 7 for info. 

07 2358 COUAMPHORSOPAC to CINCPAC, Info COMINCK, C0I.IS0PAC, etc . 

Documents captured CACTUS indicate presence our naval forces 
has prevented landing that part 38th Div. embarked on trans¬ 
ports and general attack planned for Nov. 3rd therefore not 
possible. Sickness and shortage of food and ammunition in 
enemy forces noted in diaries. Our naval gun fire and air 
attacks appear very effective and decline in morale noted. 
Indications continue of presence 17th Army Headquarters on 
CACTUS. Enemy tank ynit identified as 1st Independent Tank 
Company. 

08 0101 C0MS0PAC to COMINCH, CINCPAC. COMSV/PAC. CTF 16.42.62.63.64.65 . 

No activity, Sopac operations, on west flank GUADALCANAL 6 th. 

On east flank we advanced to METAEONA RIVER, 4 miles east 
KOLI POINT. No contact enemy forces. Advance to east continu¬ 
ing morning 7th. P-400's made 7 attacks on Jap positions. 
Destroyed large ammunition dump and boat with gas drums. Con¬ 
tinuous SBD patrol over Jap positions. PT boats reported 2 
Jap DD off LUNGI POINT 0200 L(-ll) 7th. Claim 1 DD sunk. 

Our air reported later large oil slick boxes liferafts and 
debris vicinity NUGU ISLAND SKYLARK CHANNEL. MAJABA while 
unloading supplies to GUADALCANAL striack amidships by one 
torpedo 2 miles east LUNGA 0930 L 7th. Halsey sends. 

Carpender pass to MacArthur. At 1730 L 7th air strike con¬ 
sisting 7 SBD 3 TBP 8 P-39 22 F4 attacked 1 CL 10 DD at Lat. 
07-10S Long. 159-40East. 2 torpedo hits 1 1000 pound bomb 

hit 1 near miss on CL. 1 torpedo hit on DD. P-39's shot 
down 5 float biplanes. F4's shot down 5 float Zeros 2 float 
biplanes. 4 F4's failed return. One pilot rescued. Enemy 
headed east 1800. Planes saw explosion after ships no longer 
visible. 
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09 0126 COMSOPAC to COMINCH. GINCPAG, CON^OWSSPACEOR. CTF 4?. 16. etc . 




GUADACANAL morning search strafed bombed 3 beached float 
biolanes REKATA BAY. Destroyed 3 landing boats south CAPE 
EfPERANCE. Destroyed 3 landing »ats west TA3SAEAR0NGA. 
Evening 8th. Sopac operations. Sifted bonbed strafed 
destroyed a 2 nan Jap S3 CAPE ESPERANCE. GRAYLING reports 
2 torpedo hits in CIIIYODA type aircraft tender. 1500 L 
(-11) 7th LAN7DC'. TE bombarded suspected Jap positions east 
ROLI POINT. On GUADALCANAL 7th no activity in west. Our 
forces moving east from KETAPONA RIVER but*no contact. In 
attack on CL and 10 DD reported yesterday GRU1.1L1ANS scored 
additional 2 hits 2 near misses with 100 pound bombs on Jap 
DD.. P-400*s executed 5 attacks missions Jap ground instal¬ 
lations. Halsey sends. Carpender pass to MacArthur. Com- 
gens Sopac and 0 O mgensopac have by hand. 

08 0020 CTG 62.4 to COMSOPAC. Info CINCPAC. CTE 16, 64. 62. 63. 65. 


G 


Por operations against Jap light forces submit necessity 
for guns larger than 5 inch. Jap strength in torpedoes 
necessitates early effective hits which can only be made 
by larger runs. Effectiveness of 5 inch AA for sinking DD 
is doubtful. ATLANTA carries only about 10 percent common 
mark 37. In order make best use of our doubtful torpedoes 
DD’s with 2 or more mounts should be assigned striking 
groups. Para. For nirht November 2nd I would necessarily 
have called off my operation due PT boats western end SEA- 
LARK and at K0LI POINT. Was ready to enter 3EALARK and 
nroceed vicinity K0LI POINT vjhen info received that PT 
boats were stationed at both nositions. Originator Scott 
in ATLANTA 




09 0347 C0MS0PAC to COMING!!. Info CINCPAC . 

Comsopac answers your Cominch 081500. Can now make full 
power operate 30 fighters 27 SBD’s, 9 VTs on 24 hours 
notice. Expect complete number 1 elevator and hanger deck 
November 21st. Thereafter vessel capaole operate full 
power complete air group operations indefinitely. Cog¬ 
nizance should be taken longitudinal slit starboard shell 
below side armor frames 123 aft to 134 . 3 fuel ballast 

tanks open to sea. After pedestal number 2 hypo prep 
turbine stronger than before break. Similar strengthening 
being done all other pedestals. Info Cincpac. 
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10 0316 CGMSOPAC to COMBO’,■. r EETPAC. 


CINCPAC 


COMINCH 


CTF 4.2.61.62.etc . 


At 2150 L(-ll) 8 th PT’s got hit on 1 of 2 Jap DDs off 
ESPERANCE. Sopac operations. 1 PT slightly damaged by 
gunfire. On GUADALCANAL no activity in west. On eastern 
flank contact with enemy 3000 yards east METAPONA RIVER. 

Action continuing. Horning search bombed straffed R3KATA 
BAY. Results unknown. 1 plane failed to return. Addi¬ 
tional Jap landing boats filled with supplies sunk vicinity 
ESPERANCE. Evening search 8 th sighted bombed straffed 2 
man SS beached at ESPERANCE. Halsey sends. Carpender pass 
to MacArthur. Additional enemy air losses 7th not pre¬ 
viously included Sopac summary 3 zero float planes, 1 float 
biplane. 

09 2359 COMGEN 1st MARDIV to CONSOPAC. Info CTF 62. COMAIRSQPAC.CG SOPg 

On east flank a Jap force of undetermined size has been 
surrounded near TETERE. On west flank advance toward KOKUM- 
BOiTA resumed at daylight this morning with 2 regiments at¬ 
tacking in column. Morning search yesterday found 2 CL and 
3 DD bearing 300 distance 180 course 300 speed 20. SANTA 
ISABEL search located 2 masted schooner radio enuipped and 
camouflaged. 4 attack missions by P- 39 s in support of 
ground troops. Evening searches negative. Planes avail¬ 
able F4F4 34, SBD 3 20, P-400 2, TBF 13 , F 4 F 7 1 , P -39 13 . 
Reencipher my 092248. 

09 2045 CTF 8 to CITTCPAC. Info C0MSERF0RSUBC0M. C0MSERF0RPAC. etc . . 

CTF 8 sends. Mining project LONGVIEW completed. My 
110437 Sept. Except magnetic mines in KAGALASKA STRAIT 
and UMAX PASS in which fields mines exploded prematurely. 

Do not propose to remine these fields at this time. NPM 
pass to Cincpac for action and Comserfor for info. NPG 
pass to Comserfor Subcom for Info, NSS pass to Vice Opnav 
and Cominch for info. 


11 0251 COMSQPAC to CTF 17 42 63 67. COMINCH. CINCPAC. C0MS0WESPAC. etc 

On GUADALCANAL. Sopac operations. East flank a Jap force 
of undetermined size has been surrounded near TETERE. On 
west flank resumed advance toward K0KUMB0NA at daylight 
10th. 4 attack missions during 9th by P39's. SOUTHARD 

reports sighted attacked enemy SS lat 10-13 south, long 
161-09 at 0230 love (-11) 10th. At 1110 love 10th 2 
Grummans dived through formation of 15 zeros at 27,000 
feet. Shot down one. Halsey sends. Carpender pass to 
MacArthur. Comgensopac has. 
















QEORET ■ 

November (GOT) 

10 2102 COMSOPAC to CTF 16 Info CINCPAC. C0M50WESPAG. CTF 63. 67. 

Task Force 16 sortie with all units present when ready 
about 23 hours zed 10 November. Order of sortie and zero 
hour as directed by Task Force Commander. Local mine¬ 
sweepers will sweep channel to one hundred fathom curve 
prior sortie. Task force provide own air coverage and 
surface antisubmarine protection. After sortie fly on 
air group. Proceed via route to west of POPPY toward 
CACTUS arriving vicinity Cincpac grid posit G 469 4 (Lat. 

14-00 S, Long. 161-30 E) about 21 hours zed 12 November. 

Be prepared strike enemy targets CACTUS Area. 

10 2156 CG FIRST MARDIV to COMSOPAC info CTF 62. C0MAIRS0PAC. NOUMEA . 

On West flank advance continued slowly in fact of increas¬ 
ing enemy resistance. On East flank our troops engaged 
in mopping up Jap position near TETERE. Raider battalion 
has reached BINIU and is patrolling between BALESUNA and 
METAP0NA rivers. Morning search negative. Enemy planes 
approached at 1015. Fighters intercepted. One zero hot 
down. Evening search sighted five DD’s 210 miles CACTUS. 
Striking force of 17 fighters and 8 SBD’s got three near 
misses on each of two destroyers at 1815. One plane lost 
after takeoff. Pilot and gunner rescued. One pilot lost 
last week also recovered. 

11 0954 COMSOPAC to CINCPAC info COMINCH. 


Consider situation here such that reenforcements required 
earliest possible time. Highly desirable use own air¬ 
craft, bombs, torpedoes, and ammunition along with our 
landing signal officers, key deck personnel, maintenance 
crews and torpedomen. If above is done believe 2 weeks 
training will suffice. Augmentation by Sopac Squadron 
will be dependent upon timely arrival of additional such 
this area. 

10 2030 CTF 8 to TF 8 . Info COMINCH. CINCPAC. CGWDC. etc. 

Four P-38 ’s escorted by B -17 strafed and destroyed 7 float 
zeros in HOLTZ BAY ATTU 9 November. Two exploded all 
burning. Ten or 12 men observed on beach. No opposition 
no damage to own planes. Two 3-26*s made low level attack 
on AK in GERTRUDE COVE resulting in near misses. Two 
P-38 's strafed cargo ship in KISKA harcor and beach area. 
Heavy AA fire from cargo ship shooting out one engine in 
P-38. All planes returned. No changes in enemy shipping 
at KISKA. CTF 8 sends. Info statipns pass to following 
local addes Cominch Cincpac Comwesseafron CGWDC and 
ComNWSeaFron. 
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09 0334 FANTAN to COMAIRSOPAC Info CINCPAC. 





Field renort on NANDI NAREV/A field follows. No runway 
construction in progress. New dispersal area is 70% 
completed. Five heavy bomber hardstandings and three 
dispersal roads totaling 4000 feet have been completed. 
Three roads totaling 3000 feet are being stabilized. 

The last 2000 feet of road is being cleared. Renort on 
DRASA follows. The number two runway is 50% completed. 
Allow seven weeks to complete. Cat and fill work is be¬ 
ing done on the last 2000 feet. Gravel is oeing placed 
on the first 2000 feet. Gravel stabilization is 15% com¬ 
pleted. Report on NAUS0RI aerodrome follows. The one 
four runway is completed to 5000 feet. The tile drain 
is 47% completed. The open drains are 90% comnleted. 

The 48 inch culvert has been completed. Stabilization 
is 17% completed. 





12 0635 CINCPAC to C0MS0PAC Info COMINCH. C0MAMPHI3F0RS0PAC. et c. 

Amphibforpac at SAN DIEGO faced with necessity of rapidly 
training for amphibious warfare third Marine division and 
possibly one Army division. Only combat loaders now 
available to Amphibforpac are two transports one freighter. 
Training cannot be carried forward at reasonable rate nor 
progress beyond elementary stage without sufficient combat 
loaders for at least a reenforced regiment preferably for 
a division. Spearhead for next Sopac advance cannot be 
sharpened without this training. Believe completion troop 
movements now in hand in your area and delivery of ten 
liberty class freighters to you of which first is now 
enroute will materially ease your shipping situation. There 
fore I desire that the combat loading transports and 
freighters which are permanently assigned Amphibforpac but 
doing temporary duty at present in Amphibforsopac be re¬ 
turned to SAN DIEGO as soon as this can be done without 
serious prejudice to your current operations. First two 
transports and first freighter should arrive SAN DIEGO by 
20 December if practicable. It will be satisfactory for 
ships returning to leave in Amohibr’orsopac all serviceaole 
landing craft and boat crews for them these shortages to 
be made good after arrival in SAN DIEGO. Advise. 

12 0059 C0MS0PAC to COMINCH. CINCPAC. COMSWESPAC. CTF 42 16 17 63 . 

Referring SOUTHARD attack on Jap SS. Sopac operations. 
Later reports states attack blew sub stern out of water. 

Sub surfaced 1 minute later then slid under stern 1st 
after 1 4" hit in about control room. Search made after¬ 
ward by H0VEY and PBY. Result negative. Halsey sends. 


(Continued on next page) 
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12 0059 C0M50PAC (Continued) 

Carpender pass to MacArthur. Comgensopac and ComgenSUMAC 
have. On GUADALCANAL 10th our advance continued on west 
flank. Enemy resistance there increasing. On east flank 
our troops engaged in mopping up Jap positions near 
TETERE. Evening search 10th sighted 5 DDs 210 miles from 
GUADAIO ANAL. Striking force of 17 fighters 8 SBD's got 
3 near misses on each of 2 DDs. 1 plane lost after take¬ 
off. Pilot and gunner rescued. At 0930 L (-11) 10 Aichi 
Type 97 dive bombers and 12 zeros attacked ships GUADAL¬ 
CANAL. ZEILIN damaged by 3 near misses. No other damage. 

Our planes shot down 5 zeros 1 dive bomber. 2 zeros 1 
dive bomber additional probables. At 1135 L (-11) 11th 
5 zeros and 25 twin engine bombers attacked GUADALCANAL. 

Our planes shot down 6 bombers. AA downed 1 bomber. Our 
losses 7 Grummans. 2 pilots saved. Also 5 Grummans 
damaged. No other damage. 

12 2322 PORTLAND to C0MS0PAC Info CTF 67. 67.A. CINCPAC. COMINCH . 

Damage night action 12-13 November off GUADALCANAL. PORT¬ 
LAND. Torpedo hit aft frame 137 starboard blew large hole 
in side destroying stern. No means of steering. Minor 
damage caused by 5-inch shell hit starboard hangar no fire. 
Can use 2 outboard engines. Rudder appears jammed hard 
right. Eollowing garbled account from ATLANTA damage as 
result of night action. 6 turrets out of commission. Both 
fire rooms and forward engine rooms flooded. After engine 
room gradually flooding. Have only diesel auxiliary cower. 
Steering gear operating. Foremast gone. Ship received 
many 8-inch hits and 1 torpedo hit. Latter in number 1 
engine room port. Bridge struck. Have renuested assistance 
from CACTUS. Intend to send WORDEN and others NECUJRS 
to garble garble in case available for garble garble. If 
not available conditions of ship warrants sinking. Request 
instructions regarding. Following observed. CUSHING large 
fire visible under formast from waterline. 2 other friendly 
destroyers near TULAGI damage unknown. 

13 0115 CTF 67 to C0MS0PAC. CINCPAC. ALL TF COMDRS PACIFIC, etc. 

Following essential for your information includes originator 
CTF 67 120522 refused 10 times by circuit Monitor. Para. 

Task Force 67 on arrival KUKUM 12th received fire from 
enemy shore battery. This is part one of CTF 67 130200. 

Our cruisers and destroyers heavily shelled enemy positions 
silencing battery causing many large fires and explosions. 

At TASSFAR0NGA found 75 landing boats some previously 
damaged. Our ships gunfire destroyed 30 large damaged others. 
Fire stopped due to enemy air attacks. 
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13 0140 CTF 67 to COMSOPAC Info CINCPAG. All TF COMS PAG. COMINCH. eto . 

This is part 2 of CTF 67 130200. At 1414 12th ships this 
force plus BETELGEUSE LIBRA SOUTHARD HOVEY while underway 
in close disposition were attacked by about 21 Mitsubishi 
97 torpedo bombers which approached low over FLORIDA during 
high and dive bombing attack on CACTUS. 9 enemy planes 
seen shot down by ships and boat gunfire others by fighters 
only 1 enemy plane seen to escape. SAN FRANCISCO was side 
swiped stern to bow by heavily burning plane battle 2 after 
control and radar destroyed causing 30 casualties. BUCHANAN 
struck by one 5 -inch shell some materiel damage 6 casualties. 

A few casualties other ships from own fire. No other damage 
to our ships. Para. All troops debarked from convoy Mc- 
CAWLEY JACKSON completely unloaded, ADAMS 80%, CRESCENT 
CITY 50$, BETELGEUSE 40%, LIBRA 20%. 

13 0200 CTF 67 to COMSOPAC. etc. 

This is part 3 master reference 130200. At 1830 force 
withdrew to east, Turner with transports and AK’s SHAW 
McCALLA, BUCHANAN, SOUTHARD, HOVEY for BUTTON, Callaghan 
with Task Croup 67.4 5 cruisers, 8 destroyers, intending 
strike force reported in CTF 63 120030. If enemy was 
found in Straits Callaghan expected reenter SAV0 SOUND 
through SEALARK between 2300 and 0100. We were aware of 
enemy forces reported NPM 200 and CACTUS 120625. Para. 

After arrival BUTTON SHAW McCALLA, BUCHANAN available to 
you after fueling latter requires some repairs. Comsopac 
pass to Comgensopac. 


13 0428 CACTUS to COMSOPAC Info C0MAIRS0PAC. CTF 67. NOUMEA, etc. 

First intelligible picture this cockpit. At 1200 love (-11) 
KONGO Class BB with 7 torpedo hits and 1-1000 pound bomb 
after part of ship burning fiercely 10 miles north SAVO 
ISLAND. 5 enemy DD's attempting assist her. 1 ship be¬ 
lieved hostile DD beached and smoking north coast OLEVUGA 
ISLAND. 2 vessels possibly DDs steaming circles trailing 
oil just east NUGU ISLAND identity unknown. Large vessel 
INDISPENSABLE STRAIT type and identity unknown. CUSHING 
burning 5 miles southeast SAVO ISLAND. MONSSEN dead in 
water near CUSHING both abandoned. ATLANTA and PORTLAND 
badly damaged 10 miles southeast SAVO ISLAND proceeding 
slowly eastward. ATLANTA in tow by BOBOLINK. LAFFEY was 
sunk. 700 survivors picked up 25 percent of which wounded. 
Much oil and debris and some survivors in water south of 
SAVO ISLAND. Some enemy survivors taken being questioned 
to determine name of vessel. 


980 















-seeftgT- 

N0VEM3ER (GCT) 


o 



13 1730 COM80PAG to CTF 16 Info ALL TF COMP SOPAC. CINCPAC. COMSY/Pac . 

Proceed northwesterly remaining about 100 miles from 
SOLOMON ISLAND chain. Your objective transnorts expected 
moving from FAISI area toward CACTUS. See NPM Fox Number 
349 TOR 130110. Intention send iee similar objective 
parallel to you near Island chain. Supnlement BUTTON and 
CACTUS searches by your own as necessary to locate and 
destroy AP’s. CACTUS has essentials. CARPENDER pass. 



14 1020 COMSOPAC to GUADALCANAL Info CINCPAC. 

Taskfor 16 VF shot down 4 engine seanlane at 1030. Scouts 
reported 10 enemy planes encroaching us out no attack 
developed. Sent attack group hit enemy near NET./ GEORGIA 
to land CACTUS. Retiring south to fuel DDs tomorrow. If 
there is an air group available CACTUS can return to pick 
it up but not advisable. No information regarding number 

that arrived_from Kinkaid. Number 1 elevator out of 

commission. Has trouble with number 3. MUSTIN separated 
due change orders proceeding nearest port for fuel. 16 
VF remaining on board. No (last three groups garbled). 

This is Comtaskfor 16 140122 passed to you in another sys¬ 
tem by Comsopac. 

14 0716 COM NAV UNIT CACTUS to RDO TULAGI t Info COMSOPAC, COMAIRSOPAO . 

etc . 

My 140122 air strike from CACTUS have seriously damaged 
many transports but force may proceed in reduced numbers. 

Task Force 64 may be in area this evening. Info PT's. 




* 4 ? 


14 1058 SAN FRANCISCO to CINCPAC. COMSOPAC. CTF 17. Info C0MAIRS0PAC . 

HELENA. 

Preliminary report battle damage night action 12-13 Nov. 
Captain Young. Comdr. Crouter. Oomdr. Hubbard dead. Comdr. 
Arison (navigator) seriously wounded. Lt.Comdr. Schonland 
in command. Officers dead 11. Missing 1. Wounded 8. En¬ 
listed dead 63. Wounded 88. Missing 10. Staff reported 
separately. Numerous shell hits (several 14 inch bombard¬ 
ment) above and below water line. Superstructure riddled. 

Nav bridge battle 2 both after directors out of commission. 
Turret 2 out due flooded handling room and nossibly flooded 
magazines. Plotting room untenable due lack of ventilation. 

4 5-inch guns 3 1.1-mounts and 4 20-mm out. Engineering 
Dept, in good condition except for numerous ruptures of 
cables including degaussing 4 leaky fuel tanks and no engine 
room ventilation. After gyro out. Ship control from (onn 
and Central only. T3C transmitter olus SC and after Radars 
out. No fighting lights. Fighting efficiency about 25 per¬ 
cent. G ot numerous hits on lap cruiser which blew up and 


(Continued on next page) 
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14 1058 SAN FRANCISCO to CINCPAC . (Continued) 

got 18 main battery hits on KONGO Class battleship at 
2000 yards. 5 inch battery sank a DD. SAN FRANCISCO 
paren night boat to TULAGI originates. Comairsopac and 
HELENA have. 

14 1115 SAN FRANCISCO to COMSOPAC. CTF 17. CINCPAC. Info COMAIRSOPAC . 

Originated by SAN FRANCISCO, during air attack afternoon 
Nov 12 following casualties. Dead 1 officer 10 enlisted. 
Wounded 5 officers 22 enlisted. Missing 5 enlisted of whom 
1 picked up by LAFFEY and on her during subsequent night 
action. All wounded transferred to transports except 
Comdr Grouter who later died of additional wounds received 
in night action. Torpedo plane flew into control aft 
putting that station after FC Radar and after machine gun 
platform out of action and damaging battle 2. CO HELENA 
and Comairsopac have this. 

14 1406 HELENA to COMSOPAC. Info CINCPAC. CTF 67. COMAIRSOPAC. 

Your 140925. JUNEAU torpedoed and sunk by submarine at 
1109.love (-11) 14th posit 10-32 south 161-02 east. HELENA 
originating this. This information transmitted visually 
to B-17 patrol plane with instructions to forward to Com- 
sopac at 1121 love. Buchanan joined this group from Turners 
force at 1215 love. 

13 2233 CG 1st MARDIV to COMSOPAC. Info CTF 62. COMAIRSOPAC. etc. 

Ground action confined to east flank where raiders con¬ 
tinued to attack Jap groups southwest of TETERE. At least 
eighty Japs killed in three contacts. 0730 fighters shot 
down eight of group 10 zeros near SAVO with loss one 
fighter. KONGO Class B3 attacked 7 times by TBF's and 5 
times by SBD’s. Seven torpedo hits and two 1,000 pound 
bomb hits. At 1850 BB still afloat although burning and 
smoking very little way with five DD escorting. Fighters 
straffed DD at zero nine thirty and twelve thirty. 2 recon¬ 
naissance flights for reported enemy CV’s negative. 1745 
near miss by SBD on probable Cast Love circling damaged 
BB. Other SBD’s failed make contact due zero weather 2 
SBD's lost 1900 Dog Cast 3 crashed off KUKUM. Crew lost 
zero one thirty dash zero two forty enemy surface craft 
bombarded airfield. Two hits on fighter strip. One S3D 
two ?4F destroyed. 17 F4F damaged but majority repairable 
today. Personnel casualties light. Pass to Comgen First 
MarAmphCorp for Info. 
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15 0355 GTF 64 to COMSOPAC. Info CINCPAC. COMAIRSQPAC . 

Enemy damage considerable but data incomplete. WALKE, 
PRESTON lost south SAVO. BENHAM, GY/IN seriously damaged 
proceeding slow speed west and south GUADALCANAL toward 
BUTTON at 0245 (-11) 15th. Present status not known. 
SOUTH DAKOTA by gunfire hits 30 dead 60 wounded. Serious 
damage battery. Fire 0 O ntrol. Radar. Catapult and 
planes. 5 tanks ruptured but is capable 27 knots. Navy 
yard repairs required to make effective. WASHINGTON un¬ 
damaged except washed out kingfishers by own gun blast. 
Now in company SOUTH DAKOTA proceeding to meet DD's your 
142358. Unless otherwise directed will send SOUTH DAKOTA 
to WHITE POPPY escorted by 2 DD’s. Request air coverage 
BENHAM and GWIN and search for survivors south and west 
of SABO. Air attack reported my 142344 planes withdrew 
before attack developed. 

15 0355 COMSOPAC to CINCPAC. Info COMINCH. COMSOWESPAC . 

At 1030 L 14th a convoy of 25 ships comprising 12 AP, 
and the rest escort 115 miles northwest CACTUS course 
southeast. At 1600 L (-11) 14th CACTUS reported 6 AP 
seriously damaged several DD milling around 60 miles 
northwest of SAVO ISLAND. At 600 L 15th, 3 AP are re¬ 
ported burning and abandoned in position of first con¬ 
tact. The same hour 4 AP unloading at TASSAFARONGA and 
CAPE ESPERANCE. At 1600 L 14 th a large enemy force of 
cruisers and DD's reported at 6-52 south 160 east course 
165 speed 17 verified by submarine. At 200 L 15 th this 
force identified as 1 CL 4 CA 10 DD. At 800 L 15 th 1 
CA 1 CL 2 DD 150 miles north course 0 speed 12. 3 CA 

and 8 DD missing at 1030 L 15 th. Task 64 in 11-00 south 
160-45 east. My 122314 ATLANTA M0NSSEN and LAFFEY sunk 
CUSHING and BARTON missing. 1400 survivors at CACTUS. 
Aircraft losses 1 fighter 2 F 4 F 3 SBD 1 DC-3. Enemy 
lost 8 of 10 zeros. JUNEAU torpedoed and sunk by 3S 
1109 L 14 th at 10-32 south 161-02 east. Enemy appears 
to have suffered the following damage 1 DD sunk 1 cruiser 
blew up 1 BB KONGO or FUS0 Class heavily damaged and 
unreported since afternoon 13th. Another BB damaged. 

3 cruisers heavily damaged possibly sunk. 3 ED damaged 
1 unaccounted for. This does not include damage to 
convoy and its escort nor large force cruisers and DD’s. 
Reported at 1600 L 14th in 06-52 south 160-00 east. 
Comsopac originator. Carpender pass to MacArthur. Com- 
gensopac Coragenamohib-°orsopac info by hand. 
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15 1310 C0M30PAC to CINCPAC Info COMINCH. COMSOWESPAC. MacARTHUR . 

COMGENSOPAC . 

In addition to my 150355 regarding 12 AP. i’ive sunk 
three burning dead in water northwest of SAVO. Four 
reported unloading at GUADAI£ANAL are beached and burn¬ 
ing there. Comsopac sends. Lee reports much damage to 
enemy but no specific information. Carpender pass to 
MacArthur. SOUTH DAKOTA requires Navy Yard repairs but 
still capable of 27 knots. Comgensopac has by hand for 
info. WASHINGTON unharmed. WALKE and PRESTON sunk. 

BENHAM and GWIN seriously damaged. PORTLAND sank 1 
SHIGURI type DD night action early morning 13th. 

14 1926 VOPNAV to COMSOPAC. Info CINCPAC. 

Delivery of aircraft and aviation material to NEW ZEALAND 
air force has been limited by combined agreements to 10 
combat squadrons for period ending Aqril 1943. Now under 
consideration is question of allocation of aircraft pro¬ 
duction to various united nations for period ending April 
1943. NEW ZEALAND considers herself capable of training 
air and ground personnel up to 30 squadrons for service 
in SoPac and would prefer to emnloy them in that area 
rather than continue to send them overseas to EUROPEAN 
and AFRICAN theaters. Present outlook indicates feasi¬ 
bility of increasing all allocations aoove present levels. 
NEW ZEALAND’S share of increase would be on the order of 
50 percent which would give a grand total of 15 squadrons 
by April 1943. Any disproportionate increase in alloca¬ 
tion of material to NEW ZEALAND must be set by correspond¬ 
ing decrease of allocations to other services now in South 
Pacific. Your views on this matter are desired at an 
early date in view of studies now being made. In parti¬ 
cular desire your estimate of attrition based on the 15 
squadrons strength having in mind your plans for their 
employment. NEW ZEALAND air force is being queried on 
the subject by their representatives in Washington. 

15 1012 CTF 62 to COMSOPAC. Info TF COMRDS SOPAC etc . 

Preliminary report by HELENA of night action 13th by Task 
Group 67.4' now in airmail. From CTF 62. As result con¬ 
ference today with commanding officers ships of this groun 
present BUTTON. My preliminary evaluation enemy strength' 
and losses and certain other details follows. A enemy 
in 3 grouos totalling 2 KONGO battleships, 2 CA, 4 CL, 
about 10 destroyers. Our force oassed between right and 
center groups. Most of the firing was at ranges of 1500 
to 4000 yards. 3 1 battleship was struck with 2 torpedoes 
seen to detonate also heavily hit set afire by 8 inch. 

This probably shin found and attacked near SAVO during 
next day. Am (not clear what finally became of this vessel. 
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15 1012 GTF 62 to COMSOPAC (continued) 

5 destroyers seen about noon assisting believed not to have 
been in this action). Other battleship hit with 2 torpedoes 
and gun fire. This probably ship seen at dawn with 3 des¬ 
troyers 40 miles distant. 

15 1015 Part two of master reference 151012 from CTF 62 . 

C 2 CA seen to blow up and sink from torpedoes and gunfire. 

D 1 NATORI seen to sink, 2 additional TENRU or NATORI 
heavily hit and aflame; possibly these were the vessels 
seen later near NUGU ISLAND. E 1 3U3UKI, 2 or 3 other 
destroyers blew up, several set on fire, probably one of 
these later seen beached on OLSVUGA ISLAND. F Center and 
left enemy groups apparently engaged each other, then all 
remaining ceased fire and withdrew. G 3elieve all enemy 
vessels that escaped were hit. H. Action started at 0148 
LAFFEY seen to sink from gunfire at 0153. BARTON seen to 
blow up from gunfire and torpedo hit. At 0156 T Callaghan 
and most of staff killed within 10 minutes of start of 
action. This fact not known to other ships until action 
was over. 

Neither Fletcher nor Obannon were hit but latter dam¬ 
aged by underwater explosion possibly depth charge from 
LAFFEY. 

16 1124 C0MS0PAC to CINCPAC, COMINCH. C0MS0WESPAC . 

Summary of enemy damage. Evaluated by Comsopac. From 
November 8th to 16th inclusive. Carpenter hand to 
McArthur. Sunk or destroyed 1 33, 3 CA, 2 CL, 5 DD, 

10 AP, 3 AK, 2 SS. Damaged 1 33, 6 DD. Congensopac 
and Comgenamphibsopac have for info by hand. Comsopac 
sends. SOLOMON, NEW 3RITAIN area from all sources so 
far reported. Neither lees score nor possible bag by 
our subs included. CACTUS reports raider patrol captured 
large quantity ammunition and supplies including personal 
effects Major General Kawacuchi. 15th November bombers 
with 8 zeros; over 6 zeros shot down, 2 others probable 
bombers turned back. Our air losses nil. Heavy losses 
of enemy personnel suffered from beached transports. 

Their operations unsuccessful. Our continuous bombings 
started series of fires still burning at dawn November 16th. 

15 2246 COMDGEN 1ST MARDIV to COMSOPAC. Info CTF 62 etc. 

Daily dope part one. Raider patrol destroyed nip NARAUDER 
BASE V0UTEA 5 miles southwest of BIIJIU killing five and 
capturing large quantities of ammunition supplies and 
documents. Material recently captured near TETERE includ¬ 
ed personal effects Major General Kawaguchi. Morning 
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15 2246 C0MDGEN1ST MARDIV to COMBO°AC (continued) 

search reported enemy force 4 CL and DDs bearing 350, 
course 330, distance 80. O 63 O 3 enemy AK and 1 AP be¬ 
tween POHA RIVER and GAPE ESPERANCE. All destroyed by 
noon, 1 sunk, 3 completely ablaze. 1530 8 zeros and 
10-12 dive bombers intercepted by f^hers. 6 zeros cer¬ 
tain and 2 probables shot down. Bombers turned back. 

No fighters lost. 


14 1921 COMINCH to CINCPAC. Info C0MS0PAC 




From GOES Array and Cominch. Addressees will deliver this 
despatch to army and navy commanders as necessary. 

Army and navy air organizations assigned to the Central 
and South Pacific areas and navy air organizations as¬ 
signed North Pacific are subject to deployment and re¬ 
distribution by Cincnac at his descretion. Jig, cast, 
sail confidential despatch 041819 of May is modified 
accordingly. 

The purpose of authorizing Cincnac to dispose all navy 
and array air organizations in the Central and South Pac¬ 
ific areas at his descretion is to allow the commander on 
the spot entire freedom in the disposition of available 
forces for t he defense of positions for which he is re¬ 
sponsible. Redistributions under this authority are 
limited to the forxes allotted by the war and Navy De¬ 
partments and therefore will not be ordered on the basis 
of creating requirements for additional units. 



14 1928 Part two of 141928 . 

Necessary delegation to Comsonac of your mentioned au¬ 
thority is authorized. 



Any redistribution of air organizations made or planned 
should be reported to the War or Navy Department as ap¬ 
propriate for information and logistic purposes. 

War and Navy Departments will keep Cincpac informed of 
planned replacements and allocations of aircraft and per¬ 
sonnel when in all respects ready for delivery can be 
loaded or flown to destination desired oy Cincoac. A 
similar procedure will be followed in regard to air 
organizations made available by V.'ar or Navy Department. 
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16 0830 PORTLAND to CTF 64. etc. (Continued) 

open fire. Rolled over and sank in 30 seconds. WALKE 
hit by heavy calibre shells forward and in waist and 
possible torpedo, sank in about 5 minutes. MEADE, BOBO¬ 
LINK and YP recovered about 24 officers and about 220 
men. By hand to Comnavact SOLOMON ISLANDS. 

15 OIL5 MEADE to COMP OPAC. CTF 62. Info CINCPAC. COMINCH. etc. 

Bombarded 3 enemy transports beached on GUADALCANAL 
morning of 15th (MEADE SENDS). 600 rounds expended no 
opposition believed personnel landed prior to bombard¬ 
ment. Left transports burning fiercely. Recovered 
following survivors from waters off SAVO ISLAND from 
WALKE Executive and 5 officers 129 men, from PRESTON 
10 officers 121 men,from 3SNHAM one man, landed all at 
RINGBOLT. Straffed by zero 3 my crew minor wounds. 

Senior naval officer GUADALCANAL has in another system. 

16 1144 C0MC0PAC. to All COMGENS SOPAC. etc. 

Following effective this date. Afirm. Marine units de¬ 
tached from Amphibious Force. Baker. For coordination 
of operations joint planning will be conducted by Comgen 
First Marine Amphibious Corps and Comamphibfor Sopac under 
control Comsopac. Cast. All Marine Corps organizations 
Sopac Area except Marine aviation regular ships detach¬ 
ments and units in STRAW area and FETLOCK assigned First 
Marine Amphibious Corps. Dog. Transportation of rein¬ 
forcements replacements relief units and supplies and 
eouipment to CACTUS RINGBOLT remains responsibility Com- 
amphibforsopac. 

14 0358 RDO CACTUS to COMSOPAC. COMAIRGQPAC. Info CINCPAC. etc. 

Captain Jenkins senior survivor CACTUS sends. Results 
action TF 67.4 off SAVO 0200 13th. Believe BARTON and 
LAFFEY sank early in action ATLANTA sank 2015 love (-11) 
fair search 14th failed to locate M0NSSEN and CUSHING lat¬ 
ter seen fast burning southeast of SAVO dark 13th. Rear 
Admiral Scott and entire staff killed in action except 
Lt. Murdock badly wounded. Lt. Thomas Ranr also killed. 
Commanding officers ATLANTA, CUSHING, M0NSSEN and Comdes- 
div 10 among survivors here. Approximate percentage sur¬ 
vivors officers and crews above vessels ATLANTA 60, CUSH¬ 
ING 70, LAFFEY MONSSEN 30, BARTON 10. About 25 percent 
survivors wounded many seriously. Known Jap losses two 
destroyers sunk, one badly damaged and beached. One BB 
badly damaged and later information indicates sunk by air¬ 
craft. 
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16 1133 CTF 62 to COMSOPAC. Info ALL TF COMDRS SOPAG. COMINCH. CINCPAC. 

Whatever the enemy plans with regard to major offensive 
measures it is clear that he now will do what he has here¬ 
tofore neglected to do: Concentrate on damage to our sup¬ 
ply lines to CACTUS by the use of submarines, minor surface 
vessels and aircraft. Para. As the maintenance and build¬ 
ing up of our CACTUS position is the cardinal feature of the 
Sopac campaign, it is recommended that every effort be 
exerted to obtain protection of our communications in the 
features and forces which we now lack. These are: About 
20 subchasers based in RINGBOLT for direct protection and 
to operate as hunting groups in INDISPENSABLE STRAIT 12 
VOS seaplanes in RINGBOLT and 12 in MARMASIKE STRAIT for 
the same purpose, minefields off RINGBOLT and in LENGO CHAN¬ 
NEL, l alternate carrier air group at AOLA BAY as soon as 
the field is ready, and reinforcements of destroyers with¬ 
drawn from regions of less imminent importance. Para. It 
is unnecessary to mention to you the requirement of carriers 
long range aircraft cruisers battleships and troops and 
their transport which Cincpac has recommended for offensive 
employment and for broadening our base of operations. Such 
forces have been indicated as available but so far have 
not been sent. Para. It is my belief that the Navy has now 
the forces which we require for our job, and I hope that 
the Navy will be able to send us these forces, here when 
they are needed in the South Pacific, to forward our final 
victory. 

17 0400 PORTLAND to COMSOPAC Info CINCPAC . 

Part two. Action and info same except Buord not info this 
part. Still from PORTLAND. After action positively iden¬ 
tified one NACHI Ci aS s burning until gutted and sank about 
0330 L (-11) 13th. Tentative identification one TENRYU 
Class did same. After action there were nine burning ships 
lying to of which only three could have been friendly. At 
daylight saw one Jap DD off FAVO previously reported sunk 
my 142100 and one IL4HUNA and unidentified Jap cruiser on 
horizon, during action in addition to sinking one HI3IKI 
Class DD PORTLAND hit BB many times with 4 salvos about 
4000 yards and several hits 2 salvos one unidentified cruis¬ 
er. Action report follows air mail. 

(Note: Part 2 received 1st, part 1 not yet received). 

16 0830 PORTLAND to CTF 64. Info COMSOPAC. CINCPAC. COMNAYACT SOLOMONS . 


Action Comtaskfor 64 info C 0 msooac and Cincpac from the 
PORTLAND. Senior uninjured survivor PRESTON Lt. (jg) Gibson 
states most of action night 14 - 15th neither PRESTON nor 
WALKE saw target when BBs opened. Both opened fire on be¬ 
lieved cruiser targets about 3 minutes after BBs PRESTON 
hit by 8 inch salvo plus possible torpedo 3 minutes after 


(Continued on next page) 
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17 0804 PORTLAND to COMSOPAC Info CINCPAC BtJORD. 




Here comes part one of two parts. Action Gomsopac info 
Cincpac with Buord info first part only. PORTLAND sends. 
Examination two fourteen inch hits PORTLAND ANBWFJD 
AARON WARD clearly indicates Japanese battleships were 
loaded with bombardment shells instantaneous fused. 
Practically no penetration and little damage. Half of 
one fourteen inch projectile base ring recovered stamped 
3687520 with 22 under last two digits' Also 142 with 
inverted 4 over center digit QQ thats all part one. 

18 0655 COMSOPAC to CINCPAC Info COMINCII. COMSOWESPAC. COMGENSQPAC. 

Action Cincpac info Cominch and Comsowespac from Comsopac. 
From incomplete reports ENTERPRISE planes made repeated 
attacks on enemy ships between November 13 and 15 in¬ 
clusive inflicting following damage. Carpender pass to 
MacArthur. 8 torpedo hits on BB. 3 torpedo hits on a 
CL. 4 torpedo hits 3 bomb hits 2 near misses on trans¬ 
ports. Comsopac forwards. On troops and equipment 2 
500 pound bombs and 25 incendiary bombs. By hand to 
Comgensopac and First Maramphcorps for info. 


17 2205 COMDOEN 1st MARPIV to COMSOPAC Info CTF 6? RADIO NOUMEA, etc 

No important ground activity with ref enemy landing near 
TETERE two November now estimated fifteen hundred troops 
landed. Eight hundred have been killed. Remainder dis¬ 
persed into groups working back into jungle. Force no 
longer considered to be effective due disorganization pur¬ 
suant to loss of supplies and repeated attacks air and 
ground. Morning searches negative except large fires 
northern tip of NEW GEORGIA. P-38’s and SBD’s attacked 
mission station northern NEW GEORGIA near ROVIANA ISLE 
reported occupied by Japs. Bombs dropped but no activity 
noted. Evening searches negative. RDO WHITE POPPY pass 
to Comgen First Marphcorp. 


etc 
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18 2131 

CINCPAC to COMSOPAC Info COMSUBPAC. 

© 

In view. A. Effectiveness of past patrols in Empire 
waters. B. Very low present strength these patrols. 

C. Lull In enemy activity and improved situation CACTUS 
area. Propose return to Empire patrol Subron 10 subs 
now based PEARL and withdraw SILVERSIDES, FLYING FISH, 

WAH00 from Sopac for far western patrol on completion 
present patrols and refit by SPERRY at BRISBANE. Would 
then return SPERRY to PEARL. On assumption twelve 

Sowespac submarines continue base northeast AUSTRALIA 

O 

you will have available that number for patrols SOLOMONS 

SEA. Comsowespacfor to retain a number of submarines 
from Squadron 2 to keep at 20 the total based AUSTRALIA 
pending arrival remainder Subrons 6 and 8. I also plan 
send you ARGONAUT on 23rd. English will send you her 
new characteristics as APS. Comment. 

19 0659 

CTF 64 to COMSOPAC Info ALL TF COMDR SOPAC AREA. CINCPAC. etc. 

O 

Summary by Comtaskfor 64 of data available from WASHING¬ 
TON, SOUTH DAKOTA concerning night action SAVO ISLAND 

14-15 November indicates following enemy sunk. 1 heavy 
cruiser or battleship. 3 large cruisers probably heavies. 

1 destroyer. Additional enemy ships damaged. 1 14-inch 
gun battleship hit repeatedly by 16-inch and some 5-inch. 

One cruiser and 1 destroyer burning. Observed rapid and 
accurate gunfire from own destroyers which contributed 
to sinking of 1 enemy DD and damage to other as reported 
above. 

18 2338 

O 

COMGEN 1ST MARDIV to COMSO^ACFOR Info C0MAIRS0PACF0R.etc. 

Bomber field graded 5400 feet mat laid 3900 feet. Crown¬ 
ing complete to additional hundred feet. Mat construction 
to terminate at 400 feet for time being. 5 revetments 
complete and sixth under construction. Drainage system 
under construction. Fighter field 2 graded four thousand 
feet. Approaches 90$ cleared. 1’our retments(probably 
revetments) under construction. Runways being graded and 
four hundred feet matted. Road system at bomber field and 
fighter field 2 being graded. One bomb resistant command 
post and two oersonnel bomb resistant shelters completed 
at bomber field. Weekly reoort. 

0 
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20 1135 COMSOPAC to CINCPAC Info COMINOH. COUSOWES^AC. etc . 

Jan oatrols were active and aggressive during the 18th. 

Our forces pushing strong outoosts preceded by oatrols 
across the MATANIKAU RIVER to oositions west of POINT 
CRUZ preoaratory to general attack. Comsooac relays.. 
P-38*s from CACTUS escorted B-17 and 3-26*s on raid to 
TONOLEI morning 18th. former shot down 3 zeros in ad¬ 
dition to damage of enemy reported yesterday. Carpen- 
der pass to McArthur. Ground action GUADALCANAL 19th 
limited to patrol activity covering advancement of out¬ 
post line. About 35 Japs killed; own casualties light.. 
Burned out enemy cargo ship not previously recorded, sank 
close in shore CAPE AST0RLA3E, MALAITA after an explo¬ 
sion time 0330 GCT/19. Comgensopac and Comgen IMAC have 
by hand for info. 

20 0021 COMSUBPAC to C0MS0PAC Info CIWCPAC. COMINCH. CTF 42 . etc . 

ARGONAUT departs PEARL for ‘-’opac November 23rd. Has fol¬ 
lowing characteristics. In addition to crew can carry 
164 fully equipped enlisted and 6 officer troops. Avia¬ 
tion gas capacity 22,000 gallons. Armament 2 6 inch 53 
caliber, 5 20M'l, 4 submerged and 4 deck firing tubes, 

4 deck stowage tubes, 8 interior toroedo stowage racks. 
Ammunition 200 rounds 6 inch bombardment, 200 rounds com¬ 
mon, 15,000 rounds 20MM, 20 torpedoes. If only 6 torpedoes 
are carried, approximately 100 tons bulk cargo can be car¬ 
ried in cargo space of approximately 14000 cubic feet. 

Cargo must be able to pass through circular hatch 26 inch 
diameter. 9000 miles radius at maximum surface speed 13.5 
knots. Stowage for 24 marine rubber landing boats. 3.0 
days subsistence when carrying troops. Particularly suit¬ 
ed as raider transport with six inch gun landing support, 
advance base seaplane tender, fueling seaolanes at sea, 
cargo carrier, bombardment of enemy positions and general 
submarine duties against bombardment of own forces. 

Cincpac has for info. 

20 0923 CINCPAC to COMINCII Info COMSOPAC, COMGENHAWDEPT. 

Status bases OSTLER and LINEOUT not entirely clear. 
Understand garrisons have arrived or about to. Re¬ 
commend commanding officers report to Comsopac and assume 
status of other Sopac bases. Will forward in a few days 
my recommendations c mcerning ultimate defenses. Com¬ 
manding Officer AZTEC should also reoort to Comsopac if 
he has not already done so. 
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21 0600 COMSOPAC to CINCPAC Info COMSOWESPAC. COMINCH. etc. 

CACTUS announces for 21 November. Local operations by 
Army unit vicinity POINT CRUZ in preparation for general 
attack. Numerous patrols contacts along upper MATAN1KAU. 
Comsopac daily. P-39’s carried out 11 attack missions 
against enemy installations. MacArthur from Carpender. 
Comgensopac and Coragen 1MAC have by hand for info. 

21 0643 COMSOPAC to CINCPAC Info C 0MSU3PAC. CTF 42. COMSOWESPAC. 

Your 182131. NEW BRITAIN - SOLOMONS areas are most fertile 
hunting grounds so long as RABAUL - FAISI - KAVEING remain 
in enemy hands and enemy forces on GUADALCANAL. Recom¬ 
mend no reduction in Sopac subs at present. If reduction 
is made strongly urge 14 subs minimum for patrols in 
SOLOMONS area divided 7 on patrol and 7 enroute or refit¬ 
ting ABODE. Comsopac sends. 

20 0925 Cincpac to Vice Ounav. Info COMSERFORSUBCOM. C0MSER0NS0PAC. etc 

Subject following comments concur fully objectives suggested 
your 171939. Slow tankers to numbe required best fitted 
for COPPER run where convoys still in effect. Intermediate 
fast and remaining slow ships are in ALASKA cma coastal and 
Sopac services. Five or six fast Fleet tankers have been 
kept available in Sopac area for task forces. Incident of 
ESSO RICHMOND regrettable but was primarily due to lack of 
any shore storage in forward area. We are now employing 
J. C. DONNELL as mobile storage for black oil Sopac area 
and contemplate same use for KANAWHA when current repairs 
completed. Hulk ERSKINE PHELPS will also help that regard. 
Principal relief will be afforded by shore tanks under con¬ 
struction at WHITE POPPY ROSES and BUTTON. Unless trans¬ 
portation of PT boats of immediate concern do not need any 
more tankers for present other than those now in prospect. 
Namely. WHITE PLAINS KAISER (AO) and PATUXENT when ready. 
Situation may change by February as per Cincpac secret ltr 
serial 0246 of 13 November to VOpnav. In addition forego¬ 
ing and in furtherance your suggestions Comseronsopac here¬ 
by requested consider. Adopt and report on such of follow¬ 
ing measures as are practicable. Retain clean tanker FRANK 
G DRUM now in area as mobile storage. Do same for such 
black oil slow commercial tankers as may be required. Do 
not use fleet tankers for mobile storages unless absolutely 
necessary and reduce those held for task forces to reasonable 
number. Employ fleet tankers so released for freighting. As 
implied by VOpnav the guiding principle should always be to 
employ the faster ships on the long hauls. 
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21 1238 Combatdiv 6 to GOMSOPAC. Info COMINCH. CQMBATPAC. CINCPAG. OPNAV 

Part 1 from Combatdiv 6 . Tremendous value and some limita¬ 
tions radar demonstrated night of 14-15 November. SB’s ob¬ 
tained excellent fire control results using radar range and 
radar spot plus optical bearings. Strong signals from enemy- 
ships' permitted ouicker and more accurate solutions and spots 
than on target practice. Opening range 1st phase 16 and 
18000 yards illuminated by setting moon both ships hitting 
selected targets on 2 nd salvos. Opening 2 nd phase 6000 to 
900 yards we used some star shells which functioned properly 
but did not add to accuracy of fire. No indication enemy 
used radar. When denrived artificial illumination he appar- 
ently ranged inaccurately on gun flashes. Hits on B 57 ob¬ 
tained when that ship illuminated by enemy searchlights at 
about 6000 yards. 

21 1242 Part 2. Second and final part Oombatdiv 6 . Accuracy own 

fire definitely better than -Japs and superiority increased 
rapidly with range. SG radar invaluable in finding surface 
targets and coaching fire control radars on. As currently 
installed Batdiv 6 SG has wide blind arc astern. Single 
instrument found insufficient to meet fire control needs and 
supply adenuate ship control and tactical information. Most 
urgent and most important need for improvement night fighting 
efficiency BBs is provision additional SG to permit visual 
access to plan position indicator by flag and conning of¬ 
ficer. Elimination blind arcs also urgent and important. 

SG type radar of little value in enclosed waters as targets 
are lost in asparagus patch of land signals. Neither SC SG 
nor fire control radars could discriminate Jap DD known to 
be lying in against SAVO ISLANDS. 

22 0120 GOMSOPAC to CINCPAC. Info COMINCH. 

Your 120635 if ships detached from Sopac in accordance with 
reference there would remain 7 AP 4 AK of which BBLLATRIX 
temporarily out due to battle damage LIBRA slightly damaged 
and needs docking FULLER temporarily out due to collision. 
MoCAWLEY urgently requires docking. Present shortage re- 
auires sending chartered ship to CACTUS. Am sending remainder 
American Division plus 6 th Marines to CACTUS and withdrawing 
1st Marine Division. Plan storing material CACTUS in pre¬ 
paration for next offensive move. 1 st Marine Djvision upon 
withdrawal must go into amphibious training. Desirable Army 
and New Zealand troops this area also receive some amphibious 
training. Even provided no further losses received ships 
now this area totally inadequate for present and planned 
operations. Liberty freighters will materially ease cargo 

• shipping situation but are not transports or equipped for 

amphibious operations. Cannot transfer now or in future any 
combat loading transports or freighters without prejudice to 
operations. Comgensopac Comgen FMAC and Comamphib:"orsopac . 
have by hand for info from Comsopac. qqo 
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21 0052 COMSOPAC to GINCPAC Info COM INCH. 

Reauest all practicable efforts speed delivery PC's and 
other listening equipped craft for base patrol and local 
escort duties Sopac. Comsopac (originator) refers Cominch 
151657 of September (Action Cincpac and Info Cominch) need 
for these units to combat submarine menance in CACTUS area 
and vicinity established bases increasingly acute. 

21 1800 COMINCH to CINCPAC. Info COMSOPAC. COMAIRSQPAC. COMAIRPAC. 

Cincpac 180159. Indicate proposed relationship of sub¬ 
ordinate command to Comairsopac and responsioilities to¬ 
ward Marine aviation in Sopac. Would additional personnel 
be required. If proposed command is established a more 
distinctive title will be required. 

22 1037 COMSOPAC to CINCPAC Info C0M0ENS0PAC, COMINCH. etc . 

In face of the stubborn resistance. Comsopac sends. 
MacArthur via Carpender. Our advance is continuing 
slowly on west flank. No activity on other sectors. 

Action Cincpac. Comgensopac, Comgenspac have for info. 
Enemy positions west of MATANIKAU RIVER under continuous 
attacking missions by P-39's, TBP's and SBD's. 1 near 
miss was made on an AK in vicinity of DUNAI, NEW GEORGIA. 

22 1541 COMINCH to CINCLANT Info CINCPAC. COMSOPAC . 

Transfer to Pac Fit for duty soon as practicable 4 
combat loaded APs, one of them suitable for division 
flagship, plu 3 2 combat loaded AKs. Advise expected 
date ready to depart and names of vessels. 

22 2125 CINCPAC to COMINCH Info COMSOPAC. C0MS0WESPAC. COMSUBPAC . 

Shift of submarines to Sopac in recent emergency required 
practical abandonment of our patrol of Jap waters which 
was very effective. As of this date none of these patrol 
stations is filled and no sub is yet enroute to them. 
Consider the most critical period for CACTUS has passed. 
Unless otherwise directed I will distribute Subs Pac Pit 
as foilows. ARGONAUT plus one to bring to fourteen the 
number of sub3 available operations SOLOMONS SEA. Subron 
forty-five of 15 S boats for ALASKA and Sound School. 
Remainder Subrons POUR and TEN for Empire and TRUK patrols 
comprising about 17 submarines not under navy yard over¬ 
haul . 
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22 2357 COMSOPAC to CINCPAC Info COMINCH. VOPNAV. 



COMSERPORPAC 


ETC . 



Consopac send3 to Cincpac info Cominch, VOpnav, Comser- 
forpac, Comdespac. STERETT sustained 11 shell hits port 
side including 1 major caliber bombardment all above 
waterline. Number 3 handling room, gun shelter and Number 
4 handling room holed. Resultant fires with ready service 
powder explosions caused extensive damage. Both after 
guns out necessary replace. Also both torpedo mounts out 
due direct hits require renewal. Recommend PEARL. Re¬ 
pairs make seaworthy completed. Vessel capable full power. 
BUCHANAN being repaired WHITE POPPY completion December 6. 
Repairs O’BANNON minor damage completed. Comseronsopac 
by hand. Cincpac please deliver to Comdespac. 





23 0612 COMSOPAC to ALL TF COMDRS SOPAC CTF 16.11.62.65.64. Info etc . 

Task Forces under operational control of originator Com- 
sopac are reorganized as follows? Task Force 11 Rear Ad¬ 
miral Ramsey in SARATOGA, SAN JUAN, COMDESRON 6 in BALCH, 
GRIDLEY MCCALL CRAVEN DUNLAP FANNING. Task Force 16 Rear 
Admiral Sherman In ENTERPRISE, SANDIEGO, Desron 2 MORRIS, 
ANDERSON HUGHES MUSTIN RUSSEL ELLET CLARK. Task Force 
64 Rear Admiral Lee In WASHINGTON, Batdiv 6 plus screen¬ 
ing units as assigned. Task Force 65 Rear Admiral Hill 
in MARYLAND, COLORADO, NASSAU, ALTAMAHA, FARRAGUT, DALE 
AYLWIN, HULL, MACDONOUGH, MONAGHAN. Task Force 67 Rear 
Admiral Kinkald (Rear Admiral Tisdale second in command) 
NORTHAMPTON, PENSACOLA, NEW ORLEANS, HONOLULU, HELENA, 

LAMSON, NICHOLAS, O’BANNON, FLETCHER, GRAYSON, MAURY. 

The following units are assigned Task Force 66 (Escorts): 
LANSDOWNE, WOODWORTH, LARDNER, MCCALLA, MEADE, SHAW, 

STACK, BUCHANAN. Units not now in company will be direct¬ 
ed to join Task Force Commanders by originator Comsopac 
as soon as practicable. Units assigned Task Forces 62 
and 63 remain unchanged. Additional assignments to Task 
Forces will be made from units now enroute. Combatant 
units In Sopac area not assigned to Task Forces will op¬ 
erate under orders of Comsopac. The organization herein 
prescribed is effective zero hours 24 November. 


i \ 
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24 0145 C0MS0PAC to CINCPAC Info COMGENSOPAC. 






Your 222241. Comsopac sends for action Cincpac. Based 
on forces now available, garrison CACTUS after relief 
now planned will consist of American Division and 2nd 
Mar Div (6th, 7th, 8th Marines) plus attached units. 

Command to senior troop commander under principal unity 
of command. Command organization be separate despatch. 

Base Commander POPPY Major General Lincoln, USA commands 
all defense forces including KIWI CAST under principal 
unity of command. If 25th Division made available plan 
send CACTUS relieve 2nd Marine Division in preparation 
further offensive action. Comgen Sopac concurs and has 
for info. 

24 0525 An enemy encampment .. Reports GUADALCANAL .. On the north 

slope Mambulo was contacted by patrol of 30 men First Marines. 
ComSoPac Forwards.. Orange lost 5 machine guns plus 
70 killed. Our casualties 2 wounded. While reorganizing 
have temporarily halted operations on west flank. On 23rd 
SBD and F4F4 strike at MUNDA, NEW GEORGE scored IDirect hit 
on warehouse at LAMBETI. Sighted no shipping. Air reports 
indicate Nips unloading at LIU LIU CHOISEL on 21st. Also 
1 AK unloading near MUNDA 20th and 21st. Weather prevented 
planes from reaching MUNDA. ComGenSoPac ComGen 1MAC and 
CTF 62 have by hand for info. 


25 1215 COMSOPAC TO CINCPAC info Comlnch t CTF62.Comsowespac.Comgensop ac 



Comsopac relays from GUADALCANAL. At three hourse love (-11) 
one enemy plane dropped bombs to the south of the field killing 
and wounding several. No ground activity of importance past 
twenty four hours. Shore positions of enemy harassed by nine 
individual P-39 missions. Four bomb hits on buildings 
LAMBETI not LOMBEJI as previously reported yesterdays despatch 
NEW GEORGIA on 24th. Ten Zeros attacked bombers without damage 
our planes.. ComGenSoPac and ComGenlMAC have by hand. 


232222 COMINCH TO CINCPAC info COMSOPAC. 



Your 200923 Garrisons OSTLER,LINEOUT each total 45 officers and 
827 men and consist Headquarters Detachment, 1 Coast Artillery 
Battery automatic weapons antiaircraft with searchlight platoon, 

1 engineer company aviation, 1 airways detachment, 1 signal anti¬ 
aircraft warning company plus miscellaneous service units. Both 
SS KOTA AGEONG arrived OSTLER November 8 1'hence to LINEOUT. 
Report ComGenSoPac by dispatch. New Zealnd joint staff mission 
assumes commanding officer Aztec already reported Comsopac. 
Comsopac confirms. Cincpac give to ComGen Haw DeDt for info.COa 
Army has by hand. 
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26 1300 COMSOPAC to CINCPAG Info COMINCH. COMSQWESPAC. COMGENSOPAG. etc 

Front lines area GUADALCANAL witnessed only ground activity 
for the day. Our patrols engaged in cleaning out isolated 
groups offering resistance. Daily Comsopac info. 4 3-17s 
dropped 8 500-pound bombs enemy convoy 2 DDs and 2 AKs 1 
AO vicinity PILOPILC GANONGGA. No hits observed. Our 
bombers intercepted by 4 enemy zeros no damage resulting. 

At 0410 L (-11) 26th 2 enemy bombers over CACTUS dropped 
bombs without resultant damage. Our 33D continued nightly 
patrol over enemy lines. Comgensopac and ComgenIMAC have 
by hand. Action Cincpac Info Cominch. 

26 0458 CTF 62 to C0MTRAN5P0RT DIV 8 . Info COMINCH. CINCPAC. etc. 


Abandonment AOLA project approved. Form Task Unit 62.4.6 
Captain Ashe in NEVILLE, HEYWOOD, PRES. HAYES, FORMALHAUT, 
Comdesdiv 24 in LANSDOWNE, GRAYSON, SHAW, NICHOLAS. From 
CTF 62. Task unit depart BUTTON earliest daylight Nov 
27th proceed CACTUS via east and north of SAN CRISTOBAL 
and LENGO CHANNEL to arrive 0530 L (— 11 ) 29 th. Unload on 
beach extending 3000 yards east of TOGAMA POINT. Embarked 
personnel establish base at VOLINAVUA as directed by Com- 
gen CACTUS. On completion unloading NEVILLE, HAYES, HEY- 
WOOD return to BUTTON via same route escorted by 2 DD’s. 
When FOMALHAUT unloaded at TOGAMA direct her proceed AOLA 
RAY accompanied by remaining 2 DD’s and load about 75,000 
cubic feet heavy cargo for transfer to TOGAMA POINT and 
RINGBOLT as designated by Comgen CACTUS, FOMALHAUT and 
escort return to BUTTON on comoletion. Op Plan Afirm 24 
covering this movement being forwarded Comadnavbase by 
air for delivery to you on arrival. 


25 0609 COMSOPAC to CINCPAC Info COMAIRSOPAC. COMINCH. COMAIRPAC . 

Cincpac 180159 Cominch 211800. In order clarify situation 
urge following action. Afirm. Fitch’s title to be only 
Commander Task Force 63 . Baker. Establish Comairsopac at 
WHITE POPPY in order discharge functions outlined para 5 
of PacFlt letter 33 L-42 in Sopac area. Comsopac the 
sender. Cast. Order aviation Rear Admiral to command 
same. The Commander of the Task Force comprising the 
combatant elements of land based aviation is a full time 
joo and must be filled by the most experienced Naval aviator 
available in this area. 
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26 0247 CINCPAC to COMINCH. Info COMSOPAC. COMAIRSOPAC. COMAIRPAC . 

Commander Fleet Aircraft NOTJMEA short title Comfair NOUMEA 
considered most distinctive title new commander. My 
180159 Cominch 211800. See Comairsopac 240221 Comsopac 
290251 October now passed to you which basis original 
recommendation. Also Comairsopac 242331 Comsopac 250609 
which comment vour 211800. Prooose duties Comfair NOUMEA 
within Sopac area to parallel and extend those now assigned 
Comairpac for entire Pacific Ocean Area would concern all 
Naval air units and air base facilities and would for Marine 
aviation include sunply of aircraft and aviation material 
ulus other administrative assistance as directed by Comsopac. 
Agree Halsey urouosal that Fitch as Comtaskfor 63 exercise 
operational control over such Army Navy and Marine aircraft 
as assigned by area commander but consider present inoppor¬ 
tune time to reassign title Comairsopac. Additional Flag 
Officer and Staff necessary to free Fitch of widespread 
administrative responsibilities. 

26 0632 COMSOPAC to VICE OPNAV info COMNAV. CINCPAC . 

Prior receipt of Vice Opnav serial 123739 of Oct. 13 and 
Cincpac serial 4235 of Nov 16 Comsopac originator directed 
by his serial 5356 of November 10th all commanding generals 
at established island bases to designate a U. S. Naval 
Officer as Port director where no Port Director had been 
regularly assigned. Port Director's have also been in¬ 
structed to act as routing and reporting officers for 
merchant shipping British route and Vesca arrival signals 
are prescribed with NZNB as reporting center responsible 
to pass them to regular US and British Adees. Authority 
hereby requested for Port Directors so designated to draw 
publications listed in paragrauh 3 subparagraphs A through 
F of Vice Opnav Serial 0127320 of May 2nd. Mobile issuing 
office USS ARG0NNE and issuing office NOB FULCRUM will be 
directed to make issues subject your approval. Names of 
Port Directors designated will be communicated to the 
Director Naval Transuortation Service. Action Vice Opnav 
Information Cominch C and R Cincpac. 

25 1659 COMINCH to CINCPAC. COMSOPAC. COMAIRSOPAC, COirOYESPACFOR. etc . 

Refer to this as Admiraltys 1726A/24. Your 1350 21st not 
to all addressees. Engadine should not complete patrol 
systems 2 she is to proceed to N0 T WEA via AUSTRALIA as soon 
as she is ready for sea. She is not required to embark 
Martlets from KTLF T DINI. 3 ATHENE is also to be sailed for 
same destination as soon as ready. 4 Other ships are to 
come under operational control of Cincpac on arrival in 
South Pacific Area. 
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25 1415 COMINCH to CINCPAC Info COMSOPAC CINCLANT OPNAV BUPERS etc. 




Opnav Bupers Marcorps Informed. 4 APs and 2 AKs escorted 
by 4 PacFlt destroyers expected depart Base H mid December 
for CANAL ZONE where report Cincpac for duty. NTS now plan¬ 
ning load ALLEN with 3rd Marine Replacement Battalion and 
2nd Garrison Replacement Battalion for STRAW and cargo for 
WHITE POPPY. GEORGE CLYMER, JOHN PENN, TITANIA, ALGORAB, 
with SeeBees 25 and 37 Pontoon Assembly Depot other personnel 
and urgent cargo for WHITE POPPY. THOMAS JEFFERSON with 
personnel for CANAL ZONE thence West Coast or Army personnel 
to Sopac as desired by you. Comment. Advise also desired 
division assignments APs and AKs unless you wish retain in 
new Transdiv 18. This movement direct to Sopac should be 
considered in connection return APs and AKs to Amphforpac. 

26 2230 NAVAL ATTACHE WELLINGTON to CINCPAC 



Afirm 416-26 November. From Goddard. Just returned from 
visit to Halsey and Fitch. Neither had been able to con¬ 
sider RNZAF development but hope now to have time to com¬ 
plete my directive and formulate future requirements for 
RNZAF. Para 2. Was informed Vice Opnav has stated inten¬ 
tion to expand RNZAF from ten squadrons to fifteen by April 
1944. This is no expansion since we already have sixteen 
squadrons. Under this arrangement mostly all our future 
output trained personnel will continue to be sent to England 
contrary to your wishes. Para 3. Vice Opnav further sug¬ 
gested that if intended allotments of aircraft to South 
Pacific are exceeded the surplus should go exclusively to 
American Squadrons. This would effectually prevent employ¬ 
ing New Zealand personnel resources. Para 4. Please re¬ 
gard this as advance information only am sending letter by 
airmail. Please accept congratulations on great successes 
and regrets at loss of Callaghan. 0645Z/26. 


27 1254 COMSOPAC to CINCPAC 


50 Japs killed number of machine guns captured In local 
operations west of POINT CRUZ. There were no other ground 
activities ComgensopaC Comgen IMAC info by hand. At 2400 
26th 7 B-17's struck aerodrome at KAHILI no opposition en¬ 
countered. Large fires resulted at dispersal area plus 16 
hits on runway. During the night. Comsopac forwards daily 
summary from GUADALCANAL area. 2 enemy bombers dropped 
l j missiles near mouth of LUNGA RIVER no damage. On the 23rd 

and the 24th CACTUS bombing of K0K0NG0L0 mission NEW GEORGIA 
destroyed all houses that area. Nips reported hiding in bush 
during raids. Enemy explorations toward the eastern side of 
NEW GEORGIA are continued. On the 21st barge with 50 Japs 
was reported in BALFOUR CHANNEL near RENDOVA. Good native 
report states 3000 ORANGE at REKATA BAY. 
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14 OOOl TG 67.4 engaged apparently 2 enemy forces containing BBs 


and cruisers plus DDs to SE of SAVO about 0124 bearing 
312 range 27100. We approached in long column 4 DDs, 

1 CLAA, 2 CAs, 1 CL, 1 CLAA, 4 DDs via LENGO CHANNEL on 
280 along north coast close in. Changed course to about 
310 True then 000 then 315 at 0137, then 270 closing to 
about 3000 yards of enemy. Enemy force believed coming in 
to south of SAVO from NW in 2 or 3 groups. Eearing and 
distance of groups by sail george radar from HELENA: 5 
ships 250 True range 4200 course 120 speed 20, 6 ships 315 
True range 7000, 4 large ships 290 true range 10000. At 
0143 DDs instructed to launch torpedo attack. At 0145 
ordered to stand by to fire. At range of about 3000 yards 
to group on port bow while turning to course 270 commenced 
firing at 0148. Enemy turned on searchlights and commenced 
firing at short range just prior to our opening fire. 0158 
changed course to 000 on signal and speed 28 knots. ATLANTA 
fell out to left and believed on fire at 0210. SAN FRANCISCO 
hit heavily especially bridge area and Rear Admiral Callaghan 
and all staff but one killed. JUNEAU hit by torpedo forward 
engine room time unknown. PORTLAND believed hit by torpedo 
and lost steering control prior to 0218. Melee resulted in 
which events uncertain but destroyers both sides very active. 
Numerous ships afire including one large ship capsized and 
one large BB or CA stopped and completely enveloped in flames 
and passed both close aboard. At 0212 attempted to assemble 
forces remaining. At 0226 gave course 092 True speed 18 
Form 18 to ships able to comply. At 0240 contacted SAN FRAN¬ 
CISCO on port bow and she formed up. FLETCHER reported in 
SEALARK CHANNEL. 3TERRETT and O'BANNON in LENGO CHANNEL, 
at 0310 reported condition PORTLAND to radio TULAGI and re¬ 
quested tow and air coverage. After transiting SEALARK 
destroyers formed screen. At daylight picked up JUNEAU in 
INDISPENSABLE STRAIT near MALAITA Island. Instructed to 
join up. Took course to southward and speed 10 knots until 
SAN FRANCISCO made temporary repairs. Transferred medical 
assistance to SAN FRANCISCO and sent O'BANNON to position 
to transmit report on force position and intentions. O'BANNON 
rejoined at 1530. At 0826 course 180 speed 17 knots Zigzag 
No. 8 all speed JUNEAU could make. At 1101 torpedo fired 
from about 260 relative running on or near surface passed 
astern of HELENA and ahead SAN'FRANCISCO and hit JUNEAU (then 
down 4 feet by head) on port side of fantail (location of hit 
debatable but aft) as she was Zigging 15 deg. to the right. 
JUNEAU was third ship in formation about 800 yards on 
quarter of SAN FRANCISCO due to steering difficulty using one 
3crew and as requested by commanding officer. There was a 
single enormous explosion filling the area with debris and 
large cloud of yellow black and brown smoke. Debris fell to 
such an extent and volume a3 to cause belief of high level 
bombing attack. Remaining ships increased to maximum speed 
and radical course changes. As only FLETCHER and STERRETT 
screening and ships crippled continued on course and reported 
events by visual for further transmission to Comsopac via 


(Continued next page) 
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14 0001 (Continued) 

B-17 sighted at 1121. Within minute after explosion 
JUNEAU had completely disappeared. Debris fell and smoke 
remained for about 9 minutes. No sight or sound contact 
on submarine. SAN FRANCISCO worst material and personnel 
casualties including Captain Young. Lt. Comdr. Schonland 
now commanding. STERRETT extensive personnel and material 
casualties. Material and personnel damage various extent 
remaining ships. SAN FRANCISCO and probably STERRETT will 
require navy yard overhaul. HELENA and O'BANNON tender 
availability. All times mentioned are minus 11. 

28 0309 CTF 62 to CTU 62,4.7. CTU 62.4.6. CTU 62.4.8 Info CINCPAC etc . 

MAJABA and ALCHIBA have been torpedoed vicinity LUNGA POINT. 
From CTF 62. Indications that Jap subs are also operating in 
INDISPENSABLE STRAIT. Possibility that subs enter SAVO SOUND 
at night and lie on shelf near beach at CACTUS awaiting early 
morning return of ships to anchorage. Suggest part of screen 
make sweep close in CACTUS beach prior daily arrival APs and 
AKs in unloading area. On retirement to eastward recommend 
units of screen made sweep INDISPENSABLE STRAIT ahead of 
transports. If retire to RINGBOLT desirable that units of 
screen patrol SAVO SOUND during night with view Intercepting 
subs on surface. 

28 0145 COMSOPAC to MAC ARTHUR VIA COMSOVESSPAC Info COMINCH. CINCPAC . 

This despatch to General MacArthur from Admiral Halsey. 

Your 270055 and 271136. Our common objective is RA3AUL. 

Until Jap air in NEW BRITAIN and northern SOLOMONS has 
been reduced, risk of valuable naval units in middle and 
western reaches SOLOMON SEA can only be justified by major 
enemy seaborne movement against south coast NEW GUINEA or 
AUSTRALIA itself. Seaborne supply of bases we take on north¬ 
ern coast of NEW GUINEA not feasible until we control SOLO¬ 
MON SEA, in other words RA9ATJL. Pursuant foregoing and with 
history oast months in view, consider RA3AUL assault cam¬ 
paign must be amnhibious along the SOLOMONS with NEW GUINEA 
land position basically a suooorting one only. I am cur¬ 
rently reinforcing CACTUS oosition and exoediting means of 
ooeratin^ heavy sir from there. It is my belief that the 
sound orocedure at this time is to maintain as strong a land 
and air oressure against the Jaoanese BUNA oosition as your 
lines of communication oermit, and continue to extract a 
constant toll of Jaoanese shiooing, an attriti)n which if con¬ 
tinued at the oresent rate he can not long sustain. I be¬ 
lieve that my greatest contribution to our common effort 
would be to strengthen my oosition and resume the advance 
up the SOLOMONS as soon as oossible, while continuing to 
maintain a naval force in being on the flank of any oos¬ 
sible Jaoanese large scale advance against AUSTRALIA or 
Southern NEW GUINEA coast. Carpender oass. 
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29 1050 C0M50PAC to CINCPAC 





This is MacArthur's 271136 you asked for in your 290709. 
"MacArthur sending to Oonsopac. Ultra. In connection 
with my radio of this morning it is reported from our naval 
sources that the enemy will attempt landing at GONA 5 AK's 
on the night of November 29 and 4 AK’s on November 30 and 
repeating on the nights of December 3rd and ^ecemcer 4th. 
The escorting naval force is reported as one cruiser and 
4 destroyers. Or n you help me by a diversionary move to 
threaten his flank query? Admiral Carpender, please pass. 




29 1100 MACARTHUR VIA COTISOPAC to CINCPAC 



o 


o 


MacArthur’s 270055 follows. Reference your 290709. Com- 
sopac passing. This dispatch is for Admiral Halsey from 
General MacArthur. In ray operations in NEW GUINEA my ground 
forces have driven the enemy back to a shallow beach head in 
the BUNA GONA area. The air force has provided close support, 
has transported large numbers of troops and has supplied the 
entire operation. Pending the establishment of seaborne 
line of communications, the number of tr >ops I can employ 
is definitely restricted by limited capacity of air trans¬ 
port. The enemy is making every effort to reinforce and 
supply the garrison by sea and despite losses from air attack, 
has recently succeeded to an extent sufficient to orevent 
my destroying his beach head. He is evidently increasing 
his efforts and is in position tomake a move of consider¬ 
able magnitude against NEW GUINEA. The Chief of Staff of 
the Army after discussion with the Navy in 'Washington, has 
suggested that I take up with you the detailed naval re¬ 
quirements for the support of my immediate operations in 
order to reach an agreement as to the practicable measures 
to be taken with the naval forces now available in our 
respective areas. I would aonreciate an expression of 
your views. Carpender please pass. 


28 1235 COMINCH to CINCPAC Info CONAIRPAC. CQ'SOPAC, COMAIRSOPAC.etc . 



Cincpac 260247 approved. Cincpac hereby authorized to 
establish new flag officer command in South Pacific "Fleet 
Air Command NOUMEA". Short title Faircomnoumea will be 
a subordinate command of Comairpac and Comfairnoumea. Will 
report for duty to Gomsooac. Bureaus and officers of Navy 
take necessary action. 

29 0035 CTF 8 to Cr T CPAC, C0MN0RWESSEAFR0N. ITYTil, OPNAV, etc . 


%S0+ 


Radio HONOLULU, pass to Cincpac - refer Cominch 272156. 
Following status of CTF 8 destroyers. 15 at present op¬ 
erating with TF VIZ four modern, II o including sweepers. 
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29 0035 (continued) 

Essential duties. 3 old on oermanent escort duty between 
OCEA' T 3U T E and " r UTRLAWA v . 2 old anti-submarine natrol 

LONGVIEW. 3 to 4 will be as igned AMULET MOVE. Two for 
anti-subnarine ~>atrol. 1 to 2 screen! ig moves between 
LONGVIEW and AMULET. Minimum 3 required for screening OCEAN 
BLUE to LONGVIEW for transports and imnortant carp-o shins. 
Movement of iranortant cargo ships will continue indefinitely. 
At infrequent intervals and neriods lasting month must main¬ 
tain anti-submarine oatrol at CAVERN to protect discharging 
ships. Four modern destroyers now in striking force with 
cruisers. Operational breakdowns old destroyers frequent. 
Present status king at BREMERTON urgent reoairs. KA1IE must 
follow for same when king returns. WASMUTH, PERRY opera¬ 
ting with cracked reduction gears which should be repaired 
when shios can be soared. LAMHERTON has boiler completely 
burnt out. Destroyers have been operating practically con¬ 
tinuously without opportunity for upkeep. Margin with respect 
to prospective demands now zero. Recent net reduction in 
escort vessels to the force including Canadian is nine. 

Renuest retention TALBOT dent with this taskforce until 
reliefs can be provided or at least until one January. 

CTF 8 sends. Radio BREMERTON pass to Comnwseafron and 
MYPS X RDO SanEran pss to Comwesseafron and IT MI X RDO An¬ 
napolis pass to Opnav and Cominch. 

28 1708 COMINCH to COMSOPAC Info CINCPAC COMAIRSOPAC COM 12. 



Comairsopac 240557 from Comnavbassopac. Do you approve 
development of BUTTON into LION Base as recommended? If 
so does this base supplement or replace development here¬ 
tofore stressed for WHITE POPPY? See your 210517 October 
next to last sentence. If BUTTON development is in ad¬ 
dition you must balance large shipping requirements against 
other shipping needs Sopac. Little additional shipping in 
prospect. If not approved as recommended specify location 
of approved components. What is to be division of base 
functions between BUTTON and WHITE POPPY? Rdo NOUMEA pass 
to Comnavbassopac. 
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29 1755 COMINCH to CINCPAC CINCLANT COMUSNAVFOREUROPE, COMSOWESPAC etc. 


Addressees promulgate following to extend commands need to 
know. Para. In event usage gas by enemy is suspected. 

Afirm. Make immediate dispatch report addressed for action 
to entire chain of command. Baker. Conduct immediate in¬ 
vestigation on spot by qualified personnel. Cast. Make 
amplifying report confirmed or not confirmed. Dog. No not 
retaliate with gas until authorized by Cominch and Cast Negat 
Option. Use of toxic gas will not be initiated by any units 
Sail commander. Undertake instruction and training to insure 
that retaliation if authorized will be effective. In pre¬ 
caution against Initiating use of gas under stress offensive 
materials are to be kept in ready reserve but not issued to 
combatant units. Buord will keep addressees advised regard¬ 
ing availability of materials. VCNO has for action Comdt 
Marcorps, Buord, Buaer informed. 

29 1811 COMSOPAC to COMINCH Info CINCPAC. COMSOWESPAC . 

Answering Cominch 261230. Unless sterilizers more reliable 
than indicated by statements Doctor Michels, use of aircraft 
mines offensively this area subject same tactical drawbacks 
as mustard inland warfare. From Comsopac. Action Cominch. 
Infor Cincpac, Comsowespac. Basically propose use aircraft 
mines offensively first in passages much used by enemy traf¬ 
fic and in which later resulting menace to our forces is 
acceptable; second, as anvil to interdict enemy passage in¬ 
cident to specific attack. First of above dependent upon 
continuing adequate reconnaissance enemy traffic at his 
bases, which lack of aerial photo reconnaissance equipment 
this area has so far prevented. No suitable opening for 
second use has presented itself up to now. Unable be more 
specific until compaign features more clearly defined. 

30 0841 COMSOPAC to CINCPAC. info nOUA^HIB’-ORSOPAC. COMINCH. etc. 

Urdis 2701A5. Comsopac sends. Torpedoing of ALCHI3A leaves 
SoPac area with 4 Ail’s, 1 of v/hich is under repair. Neces¬ 
sity for moving large quantities construction equipment and 
material to CACTUS and resulting from interruntions and 
damage by enemy action, results CACTUS food and ammunition 
supply critical. Even with temporary addition 4 noncombat 
cargo vessels, several essential cargoes would still await 
transportation. No AK’s can be spared without endangering 
CACTUS position. Further losses must be expected. All 
operable AP’s except MeCAWLEY (SPOONER drydocking) are engaged 
transporting troops. McCAV/LEY essential as force flagship 
due adequacy radio installations. Following is schedule for 
amphibforsopac ships. Afirm. JACKSON, ADAMS, CRESCENT CITY, 
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30 0811 CC~ i SOPAC (Continued). 

loaded troops for CACTUS return trip evacuate troops first 
mardiv. If 6th Marines to CACTUS these ships occupied until 
January 25. Baker. NEVILLE, HEYWOOD, BARNETT occupied 
transporting Americal Division and 9th Defense Battalion to 
CACTUS until December 20. Cast. FULLER under repair col¬ 
lision estimated ready December 25. Dog. ZEILIN departs 
for West Coast about 1 December time of repair estimated 3 
weeks. Easy. HUNTER LIGGETT enroute CACTUS with troops 
returning BUTTON about 10 December. AMERICAN LEGION to load 
18th Construction Battalion for CACTUS to return BUTTON about 
December 15. Fox. McCAWLEY due WHITE POPPY about December 
20. Additional movements anticipated are relief remainder 
First Mardiv, movement Army troops from WHITE POPPY and 
BLEACHER to CACTUS, movement Third Raiders from STRAW to 
BUTTON, training Sopac troops for amphibious operations. 
Providing movements mentioned in preceding sentence are post¬ 
poned, estimate that transports can arrive SAN DIEGO on fol¬ 
lowing dates. HUNTER LIGGETT on December 26. AMERICAN LEGION 
on January 1. NEVILLE, HEY'OOD, BARNETT on January 8. FULLER 
and McCAWLEY on January 12. Four ships of Transdiv 2 on 
February 10. 

01 0335 CINCPAC to C0MS0PAC Info COM INCH. COMA^TPIII RFORSQPAC. etc . 

Urdis 300841. NEVILLE^ HEYW00D, BARNETT designated for 
return Amphib orpac. °ince KENM0RE made available for trip 
to CACTUS assume this takes care of 9th Defense Battalion 
your item Baker. Therefore sail one of the 3 designated 
ships for SAN DIEGO now and the other two upon completion 
Item Baker to arrive about 8 January. Appreciate situation 
as regards freighters. When 2nd LIBERTY Class freighter ar¬ 
rives Sopac area transfer 1 combat loader to SAN DIEGO and 
when 3rd arrives send 2nd combat loader. In addition I will 
direct retention ZEILIN on West Coast on completion repairs. 
Advise division organization desired by you. Ships which 
will remain Sopac including 5 enroute from Atlantid and 10 
liberties. Direct ships ordered SAN DIEGO leave all land¬ 
ing craft in Sopac area. 

01 1321 C0MS0PAC to Clncpac Info COMINCH. CCMSOWESPAC. CTF 62 . 

Yesterday’s .activities comprised numerous patrols First 
Marines captured 6 machine guns on MAIBUL0 killing 15. 

Patrol 164th Infantry killed 11 captured 70 mm gun. Marine 
raiders on upper LUNGA killed 25 captured 1 75 nun gun and 
1 30 mm. Oomsopac reiterates. 4 attack missions carried 
out by P-39’s against ORANGE positions. 3 biplanes and 2 
flying boats sighted REKATA BAY by morning search plane drew 
AA fire. B-I7’s sighted 5 ships near KIETA 10 AK or AP 
5 DD and possible CV BKWN T0N0LEI evening 30th. Friendly 
task force engaged with enemy near °AV0 beginning 2300 love 
(-11) 30th. Unidentified planes overhead CACTUS at 2300 love 
30th and again 0400 love 1 December. C 0 mgensopac Comgen 1st 
Mar CTF 62 all info by hand. 1005 
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01 0645 OINGPAG to CQMINCH. Info COLISOPAC, COMSQV/ESPAC, CTF 8 . 










Lacking suitable target areas within reach there are no plans 
in immediate prospect for use of aircraft mines in central 
Pacific. This in reply your 261230. For all other areas in¬ 
cluding Sowespac am strongly of opinion that this weapon should 
be used without too much stress on probable failures of steril¬ 
izing features hazarding our future actions. This view based 
on definite experience of British with favorable damage ratio 
of mines versus bombs even under admittedly different circum¬ 
stances. We should harass the enemy with every conceivable 
means. Further of note is certainty that as Japs are driven 
from any locations now held by them we will encounter more 
mine opposition. Sweeping measures undertaken concurrently 
with offensives will therefore give some degree os protection 
against own mines previously laid. 

30 0255 SrAv GUADALCANAL to CQHSQPAC Info COMAIRSOPAQ. CINCPAC. etc . 



Construction of 1000 lineal feet more coral. 15,600 lineal 
feet taxiway 8000 lineal feet road. 37 plane revetments. Com¬ 
mand post shelter. Heady room shelter 67,200 lineal feet 
drainage ditch. Preparation of campsite. Installation gaso¬ 
line tanks necessary to complete fighter 2 field. Construc¬ 
tion of 4000 lineal feet of Marston mat. 29,350 lineal feet 
taxiway. 36 plane revetments 8000 lineal feet roads. Com¬ 
mand post shelter. Heady room shelter. 67,000 lineal feet 
drainage ditch preparation of camp site. Installation gaso¬ 
line tanks necessary to complete fighter 1 field. Reconstruc¬ 
tion of 500 lineal feet Marston mat. Construction of 23,100 
lineal feet taxiway. 41 plane revetments. Command post 
shelter. 50,200 lineal feet drainage ditch. 10,000 lineal 
feet road improvement. Air base office. Repair shop instal¬ 
lation gasoline tanks. Necessary to complete bomber field. All 
of foregoing must be completed before prolonged rains estimated 
middle December if fields are to operate. No work started 
fighter 3 or YOLINAVUA fields. 


29 0110 CTF 8 to CQMINCH. Info CINCPAC. VQPNAV. 


Taskforce commander has 25 each Nark XII Mod 1 and Mark XIII 
aerial mines at DUTCH HARBOR. No others enroute. Plan use 
Mark XIII’s against enemy shipping concentrations CHICHAGOF 
HARBOR, 0TKRITI BAY and Pass between SOUTH HEAD and LITTLE 
KISKA. Mark XII-l»s same purpose HOLTZ BAY, MCDONALD COVE, 

Pass SOUTH HEAD to NORTH HEAD KI°KA and possible anchorages 
Sj in SSMICHI? if more accurate charts received. Strong anti¬ 

aircraft installations KI°KA HARBOR prevent mining mission 
that area until these installations reduced by bombing or 
other means. The lack of shipping in KISKA at the present time 
also militates again t use mines that location. Failure mark 
'w' XII’s recent mine plants KAGALASKA STRAIT and UMAX PASS attri¬ 

buted strong ocean currents and 600 foot spacing. Believe cur- 
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29 0110 CTF 8 to COMING!!, Info CINCPAC. 70PNAV. (Continued) 

rents reduced magnitude in areas claimed for future use and 
revised directive for 1000 spacing will insure more successful 
perfoimance by aerial mines. Pass Vice Opnav for info. Com- 
taskforce 8 originator. Cominch for action. Cincpac info 
addee. 
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September 1. 

The damaged SARATOGA is enroute TONGATABU with two 
cruisers and seven destroyers, and will arrive there the 6th. 
Her power plant i3 uncertain and she can only make 10 knots. 

To enter the harbor she v/ill probably need the NAVAJO and 
SEMINOLE, both of which are available to her. All her sur¬ 
viving planes except G VF, 8 VB, and 4 VT have been flown to 
the ROSES-BUTTON area for distribution. It seems probable 
that the sub which torpedoed the SARATOGA wa3 sunk by the 
MONSSEN before it could get off a report of hitting. 

With the ENTERPRISE and SARATOGA out of action for 
some time to come the WASP and HORNET groups will have to re¬ 
main in the SOL ON ONS-NEW CALEDONIA area indefinitely. The 
addition of the WASHINGTON and SOUTH DAKOTA will greatly add 
to our strength In that area. Nevertheless, the Japs are 
capable of placing superior forces in the area. 

Three Jap DDs landed troops and supplies about 20 
miles east of our position on the north side of GUADALCANAL. 

It has not yet been learned how such operations can take place 
without sati3factory^counter action on our part. 

CTF-62 011237 pink joins other commanders there in 
a plea for more air in the GUADALCANAL area. Thus every major 
commander in the South Pacific and the Under Secretary of the 
Navy have urged that the flow of planes in adequate pumbers 
be Stewfelto that area. CinCPac 012331^TTrges specific types of 
Army planes and pilots to fly them. / 

In a letter to Cominch today CinCpac disapproves 
the use of carriers to support landings when they are vulner¬ 
able to enemy shore based air and when the job can be more 
properly done by our shore based air. The letter is designed 
to prevent the use of our carriers to cover landings in Tasks 
Tv/o and Three. 

•J 

Comsopac 020300 pink request^ MacArthur to supply 
P-38s to the TULAGI area. And his 020400lTmake3 a further plea 
for aircraft reinforcements, particularly fighters. 

C.G. CACTUS 012313 / ^xplains his fear of the enemy 
building up a large striking force by repeated small landings 
during darkness and recommends adequate search by aircraft 
and DDs or MTBs and the 7th Marines as a striking force. 

Submarines continue active in the South Pacific. 

One was seen off TULAGI today. 

In the ALEUTIANS CTF-8 reports that the REID sank 
the RRo 61 and took prisoners from her. 
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September 1 (continued) 



The Jap forces thought northeast of the SOLOMONS 
have not been sighted for several days. It seems possible 
that the RYTJJO has returned to the Empire and that one CV is 
enroute south to replace her. The recent occupation of OCEAN 
•and NAURU now seems a fact. A PA MAMA in the GILEERTS was prob¬ 
ably occupied today. Cardiv Two is still indicated in home 
waters. 

CinCPac continues to keep the Army here fully in- 
formed of the current developments. 
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S EC R E T 


September 2. 




ComSoPac 03r2ol^gives a summary of operations for the 
day. The bombings on Cactus took place the day before. Evi¬ 
dently the BURROWS went aground a second time off TULAGI and 
was hauled off by the GAMBLE. His 030736 pink gives the employ¬ 
ment of TP-17 while TF-18 is at Noumea for fuel and supplies. 

TP-18 arrives at Noumea tomorrow. 

ComSoPac estimates that on August 24th local an enemy 
CV received a torpedo hj.t. Damage to other units is not clear. 

ComSoPac 031141 justly praises the fine work of the 
Bougainville coast watcher in giving timely warning of an 
approaching air raid. 

«/ 

Cominch 02195S indicates that 60 P-38s in addition 
to other planes are enroute Pacific bases. 

The DRUM in Midway from patrol off Truk and Kavieng 
reports poor hunting both places. 

Air reconnaissance of the Gilberts by the Japs con¬ 
tinued today. 

The C.O. at Fanning Island reports serious labor 
trouble and requests that the trouble makers be departed. 

Ihe Army reports 6 APs at Kiska, 2 of which are over 
20,000 tons. This report by Alaskan G-3 stirred up the Com¬ 
mander Western Defense. CTF-8 doubts this report as does 
CinCPac. Steps are being taken by the Army to garrison the 
Pribilof s. 

There is nothing significant about enemy moves. 

September 3 . 

y 

J Cpmsopac 0AHl6^gives a summary for the day in his area. 
His 040300'f'Tndicates his plan to put the 7th Marines in GUADALCANAL 
and to put a battalion of Army troops on TREVANION Island (Santa 
Cruz). 

Cominch 031313 does not give much encouragement for 
large development of raider battalions. 

/ 

CTF 16 020337 comments favorably on the employment of 
the new BBs in the carrier task forces. The best place seems to 
have them down wind from the carrier. 


u 




1010 
















September 3. (Continued) 

The TAMBOR reports sinking 22000 tons off TRUK. 

There is further confirmation of the enemy occupation 
of OCEAN and NAURU Islands. This being the case, Cincpac will 
not attempt to send food to OCEAN Island. 

As the laps are apparently occupying TARAWA Island in 
the GILBERTS, the AL3AC0RE, which was close by, was diverted to 
that place to take any appropriate action possible. 

The first three transports have unloaded undetected at 
ADAK Island. At Bay the CASCO is still aground and a sal¬ 

vage tug is enroute to assist. There is complete disagreement 
between the Army and the Navy concerning the activity at KISKA. 
An Army report of 2 20000 ton APs in that harbor is not relieved 
jy CTE 8. 


Cardiv 2 is still indicated in home waters. All signs 
continue to point to an all out enemy attempt to recapture TULAGI 
and GUADALCANAL. ^ 

September A. 


Admiral Ghormley's 051156 summarizes the South Pacific 
situation. 


The SOUTH DAKOTA will join Task Force 18 on the 8th. 


So far in their operations in the South Pacific the 
combat and operational losses of P3Ys run 23$ a month. 

There is some fear by CTF 62 that the enemy will raid 
SAMOA tonight or tomorrow. 

Comsowestpac requires replacements of ships lost in the 
TULAGI operation. This involves 1 CA and 3 DD. In addition he 
wants one destroyer division. These ships are requested to keep 
the lines open to NEW GUINEA. 

To rectify landing mistakesmnade in the initial TULAGI 
landing, Comamohibious SoPac 0L06l0f l pl a ns an extensive rehearsal 
of a landing on September 13th. 

CTF 8 0A2027 objects to the Army proposal to garrison the 
PRIBIL0F Islands. 


The lap submarines continue to be active in the South 
Pacific. One was reoorted off TULAGI yesterday and one off BLEACHER 
today. 


A major move of Japanese units from the Empire to the South 
Pacific in the next few days is indicated. Cardiv 2 seems in¬ 


volved in the move. 
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September 5, 1942. 

ComSoPac 061146 (pink) gives the summary of his opera¬ 
tions for that day. 

The SOUTH DAKOTA group which included the JUNEAU and 
3 DD were ordered to leave BLEACHER today to rendezvous with 
TaskPorce 18 on the 8th. "/hen clearing the harbor the SOUTH 
DAKOTA hit a pinnacle rock and will probably require drydocking. 

The SARATOGA group arrived at BLEACHER (CTF-11 052052). 
When temporary repairs are made and certain spares and stores are 
unloaded to be left there that ship will proceed to Pearl with 
1 CA, 1 CL and 5 DD as escort. ComSoPac plans to send Vice Ad¬ 
miral Fletcher north with the SARATOGA and make Rear Admiral Noyes 
ComTaskFor 61. 

The WASHINGTON and 3 DDs will arrive at BLEACHER Sept. 13. 
It now appears that each Task Force 17 and 18 will have a new BB 
with them by around the 17th of September. 

Commanding Gaieral, CACTUS 051050 reports another small 
landing. It is probable that these will continue. 

The flurry caused by a report of CVs off SAN.OA yesterday 
was found to be the result of an error. 

CinCPac 052005 reminds ComTaskFor 1 that the BBs are 
now at Pearl to break up any attempted enemy landing in the Hawai¬ 
ian area. It is now probable that Task Force 1 will remain at 
Pearl during September. 

The FLYING FISH on patrol off TRUK was damaged by depth 
charges and is returning to Pearl. She reports hitting a BB and 
setting it on fire. 

ComTaskFor 8 052130 advises against the occupation of 
TANAGA at the 3ame time that the move is being made to ADAK. He 
suggests that when air support is available from ADAK the TANAGA 
occupation will be much simplified insofar as escort is concerned. 
CinCPac concurs with ComTaskFor 3 t at the Pribiloffs should not 
be garrisoned at this time. 

There is indication that at least five Jap carriers are 
in or enroute t- the RAPAUL area. This, together with continued 
evidence of large reinforcements to the area point to a major 
effort to recapture positions in the GUADALCANAL - TULAGI area. 
Activity in the GILBERTS continues. It now seems probable that 
most of that group are now or will be occupied by the e emy. 
ComTaskFor 8 suspects mining in the ALEUTIANS but no mines have 
been encountered there. 
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September 6th. 



Comsopac 050626 expresses his desire for more Marine Haiders. 
The 2nd Marine Raider Battalion left PEARL today for the South 
Pacific. 

Cominch 061720 pink approves the project to garrison the 
PRIBILOFS and to delay the occupation of TANAOA. 


GTF 8 feels that he has been dven orders by G-eneral DeV/itt 
to provide escort to the PRI3IL0FS and registered a protect to 
Gincpac. He had not yet received the directive above from Coninch. 
Thus, a few hours delay on the part, of CTF 8 would have cleared 
up the matter and made his protect unnecessary. Army - Navy com¬ 
mand relations in the North Pacific are not pood. 


Admiral Nimitz left PEARL for San Francisco to confer with 
Admiral King. Developments in all areas since his departure are 
summarized in CincPac 0 _ j23oS’ pink. 

There are no new enemy developments. 




September 7th. 


The day was generally very quiet. Comsopac 081146 pink 
summarizes operations that area. The transports were ordered 
to return to GUADALCANAL at daylight. 


450 Jap prisoners from the SOLOMONS will arrive in NEW 
ZEALAND on the 11th. That Government will accept and be respon¬ 
sible for any prisoners we deliver to them during the current 
offensive. 


Comsopac 072206 gives plans for the employment of Cubs 1 
and 13. 

The SOUTH DAKOTA will come to Pearl with the SARATOGA, 
NEW ORLEANS and 5 destroyers. 


C.G. Alaska 062210 states that he v/ill defer the garri¬ 
soning of the PRIBILOFS. Admiral Theobald strenuously objects 
to the plan as he considers it strategically unsound. 





Fairly good information states that the Japs plan to 
attack INDIA at the end of the present monsoon season; and that 
the MILNE BAY occupation is the first step in the attack on 
AUSTRALIA. 

The Japs are now concentrating nearly all of their sea¬ 
going forces for the expected attempt to recapture their posi¬ 
tions in the TULAGI area. 
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COHFiCRERCB HOTKS 


September 3, 1342. 
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1. Recapitulation of forces at the disposal of ComSoPac made. 
Verification requested of CooSoPao. 

2. Coixnents on employment of forces by CoaSoPao: 

(a) (Laj2^JL+J>U-^ 

(b) Operations not closely knit. 

(o) Refueling accomplished at inopportune times. 

(d) Delay in setting up TF 64. 

(e) Surprise attack should not have been possible. 

(f) Distribution of Flag Officers. 

(g) Disadvantages of mixed forces. 

3. Discussion of the use of Hew Zealand troops, etc., also 
replacement of squadron under MaoArthur and his refusal to pormit. Effect 
of Lend-Lease arrangements to be R e n t'shortly. The goal is to have all 
American equipment in Australia and Sew Zealand. CorainCh related his 
efforts to get Venturas and explained the situation regarding air oraft 
service units, namely that How Zealand has surplus units and Australia 
has none. Plan is to make surplus units available to Ghormley. Australia 
is short of air fields and facilities. The saturation point must be main¬ 
tained. 

4. Comment on use of Copahee to supply planes. 
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CONFERENCE NOTES 


Sept. 9, 1942 


5. Comments on Andini foroo — 7th Regiment. 

S. CinCPao to prepare Press Release covering Brown’s 60-day 

cruise and Fletcher’s 101-day cruise. Fuelling arrangements to be soft- 
pedalled. 

7. Discussion of material condition of ships and their over¬ 
haul. CorainCh expressed the view that routine overhaul should be abolished 
as it is a peace time practice. Overhauls during War should be made only 
when necessary. 

8. KJRTH CAROLINA and WASHINGTON permanently in the Pacific 
Fleet. SOUTH DAKOTA is in a different status. Disoussion of employment 
of near BB's — one more to go to Pacific Fleet as soon as available. 

9. Pr o babl e- oompl e ti ea of Cruiser - Carrier groups. Big DD’s 
will not do as substitutes for cruisers. Effectiveness of small carriers. 
Employment of PT boats and 110 - footers. Transfer of two 173 - footers 
to Brasil. 

10. CooinCh spoke of the DE building program and discussed the 
characteristics of DE’s. (F-2 to submit memo to Admiral on the question 
of whether or not the Anqy 90/Vflf gun can be adaptod to ship board use. 

11. Russo-Jap relations. Possible Jsjp stoves. Plane ferry 
route. Nome - Siberia. Reluctance of Russians to put out information. 
Experiences of Murmansk oonvoys . German air fields in Norway. 
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CONFERENCE NOTES 


Sept. 9, 1942 


«-»-e-irT!rT“ 


12. Capabilities of cruisers. Relative advantages of large 
versus small cruisers. 

13. Change of membership of General Board and effeot thereof. 

FOLLOWING POINTS BROUGHT UP BY REAR ADMIRAL JACOBS* 

14. CinCPao to oheoic on salvage personnel. 

15. Survivors of ships should not be sent to shore bases. 
Instead they should go to new construction. (This is being done). 

13. Aviation under now orgainzation "ComAirPao" - orders to 

aeronautical organization. (F-05 to check on title "Commander U.S. 

Naval Air Forces". 

17. Discharge of MoCaleb. 

18. Reliof for Anderson. Are four Admirals necessary in TF 1? 
CinCPao says "No". 

19. Fitness reports to be more descriptive of the dutios per¬ 
formed by officers reported upon. 

20. Is CoaoDosPao freezing his personnel? Answer* Temporarily 
only* matter is now in hand. 

21. Simplification of ration allowances. Many ships to go 
straight money allowances. Saving of volume of food stuffs. 

22. Cut down passengers going to Pearl Harbor by Clipper. 

Space needed for mail. 
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CONFERENCE NOTES 
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25. Recuperation Center for Flag Officers in Hawaii. 

24. Employment of negro personnel — will do well in Afrioa. 
(Roar Admiral Jacobs has no more items.) 

25. as a matter of policy. Flag Officers are not to take their 
staffs with them when transferred. 

2G. Repairs to California: Eleotrioal material delayed. 

Predicted date of completion October 1st. WEST VIRGINIA had seven torpedo 
hits. Completion depends on repairs to rudder post, about January 1st. 
Will not require further docking until that tine. Oglala goes to ooast to 
be refitted as a mine layer. OKLAHOMA will be righted in November, 
followed by the UTAH. Guns and powder being removed from ARIZONA. 

27. (Admiral Halsey now present.) Discussion of aircraft. 

Fleet air wings, groups, etc. 



28. Establishment of new air fields and facilities. Why not 
use kray fields where arrangements can be made? Discussion of trainiig 
program for 27000planes — all hands need not be trained simultaneously. 

29. Priority of repair work at Seattle. Should it be given 
to AVG's in proferonoe to BB's? 
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CONFERENCE NOTES 
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September 8, 1942 


1, Dispatch sent to Ghormley telling him to get ready one regi¬ 
ment of Marines (three combat teams) and stand by to transfer them to 
MacArthur along with one Division of combat loaded transports and attached 

AK. Admiral King remarked that Tasks 2 and 3* go out the window. 

A 

2. General DefTitt to be told that Amy troops used in occupying 
various islands in the Aleutians^Hust be under Navy control. 




Vice Admiral Fletcher, now en route to Pearl, is to come to 

"finrc uv u. / o 


3. 

Washington, reporting to CominCh for temporary duty for about 
Halsey to take over ENTERPRISE group. 

4. The Fleet Air Command at Seattle was discussed, CinCPac 
stated that the job was important chiefly because of the reported delays in 
the manning, commissioning, and fitting out of AVG’s. (This question solved 
temporarily by issuing orders to Captain Cinder to report to Com 15 for 
additional duty in this connection.) Admiral Freeman notified by telephone, 

5. In connection with the Seattle Command, the status of Naval 
Air Centeriand Naval Air Training Center*was discussed with particular 
reference to whether or not they should be commanded by Flag Officers, 
Incident to the Seattle situation, CominCh announced that aviators must be 
qualified for advancement in these cases and that they were to be promoted 
to fill billets only. Methods of determining who should be promoted were 


also explained. 
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CONFERENCE NOTES 


Sept. 8. 1942. 
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6. Personnel items: 

(a) CominCh inquired as to whether or not Hoover could be 

usefully employed in the Pacific Fleet. CinCPac re¬ 
plied "No billet at present". CominCh said he brought 
up the matter at this time merely for possible accom¬ 
plishment at an undetermined date. 

(b) Assignment of Fletcher. Probability of various jobs in 

Washington for him was discussed. 

(c) Bernhard or McWhorter could relieve Hoover, and Buck- 

master could be used to fill in where needed. 

(d) Status of Mason, Ramsey, Bogan, and Wagner touched uponj 

also rotation of Flag Officers in general. 

7. CominCh related his efforts to reorganise the Navy Department 
and explained the present situation in that respeot. 

8. To b^aken up upon return to Washington* 

Should the supervision of the making ready of AVG's be exer¬ 
cised at CominCh Headquarters? 

9. CinCPac dwelt on the method of providing escorts in the 

Pacific Fleet, also whether or not Leary's request for more ships should be 
suited upon at this time. Decision made to do nothing about the despatch 
request but instead, Ghormley to lend them as a cover^force. if> a*.,, '. 

/0<W(X_ / 
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CONFERENCE NOTES 


Sapt. 8, 1942 
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10. CoininCh discussed prospective additions to the Fleet and stated 

his opposition to overhauls in Australia. lie also spoke of the efi’eot of 
Second Front operations and the small boat building program. Inconneotion 
therewith, CominCh spoke of the functions of the Army-Navy Munitions Board, 
their position with respect to priorities, and how the; work. CominCh also 
explained Mr. Nelson's position as oorapared to General Soramerville*s. Expan¬ 
sion of the Army has resulted in surpluses in non-oritical materials. These 
surpluses ought to be used. (Also, Army fighting planes located in various 
parts of the Country). 

11« The formation of Task Force 64 was reviewed. Admiral King 

remarked that it was about one month late. 

12. Consideration given to the possibility of VicCAdmiral Ghorm- 
ley being unable to stand up physically. Possible reliefs for him were 
mentioned. CinCPac stated that he preferred Turner. (Subsequently, CinCPac 
stated that he would check up on Vice Admiral Ghormley's physical examination 
and notify CominCh of the results.) 

13. Tulagi operations - Criticisms of* 

(a) Day dispositions all right; night dispositions look bad. 
Was the best use made of the forces available, particu¬ 
larly Flag Officers; that is, why were they absent from 
both groups? And why was not consideration given to 
the question of fatigue? 
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CONFERENCE NOTES 



Sept. 8, 1942. 


(b) When Turner retired to Choraley. Vender griff left to 

hold out by himself. 

(c) Was the surprise attack a result of inefficiency, and 

why were not means taken to prevent Jap forces from 
getting in? 

(d) Tactical dispositions discussed by CinCPac. Captain 

McCormick stated that the delayed despatch made no 
difference, that is, it was received in time to be 
acted upon. 

(e) Over-all responsibility was Ghoraley's; immediate 

responsibility was Turner*s; final judgement to be 
left until receipt of completed reports. (At this 
point Major General Upshur called, followed by General 
Dewitt). 

14. (Vice Admirals Halsey and Greenslade present.) Vice Admirals 
Halsey and Greenslade explained the situation at the Supply Depot at Oak¬ 
land. Despatch sent to the Chief of the Bureau of Supplies and Accounts to 
send a personal representative to dear the log jam there. CominCh agreed 
that this would not solve the problem permanently. 

15. Vice Admiral Halsey spoke of the situation with respect to 
AVG’s in Seattle. (This point previously covered.) 
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CONFERENCE NOTES 


Sept. 8, 1942, 
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16, Vice Admiral Halsey suggested that the Commander of the 
Fleet Air Detatohment at Alameda be given quarters. This proposal met with 
an emphatic negative. Short discussion relative to status of Fleet Air 
Detatohments, 

l/fu. * ( r /J*4**-f «-*-< k4m€c 

17. Additional comment with reBpeot to the Supply situation, with 
reference to the possible establishment of more subordinate commands. 


Decision made that Commander Service Force could have representatives at 
Seattle, San Diego, Washington, and perhaps elsewhere, but that these repre¬ 
sentative s could not build up an organization. 

Should material be assembled at Aujdand or Bleacher? CinCPac 
remarked that this question is academic at this time because material is 
being sent to the place where it is used as fast as is possible. McCain's 
proposal touched upon. Captain UcCormiok read letter from Rear Admiral 
Turner to Rear Admiral Spruance. 

Id, Should submarine type Commanders and their staffs draw sub¬ 

marine pay? CorainCh read memo on this subject. Decision made to recommend 
yea, if the new law leaves it up to the Secretary of the Navy, otherwise 
this question to bo answered in the negative. In other words, if the now 
law merely increases the figure and says nothing about any other change in 
the prior law, the same personnel now drawing this pay, and no others, will 
draw it, 

20. ConinCh remarked on the necessity of freezing certain people 


o 


J 


o 
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CONFERENCE NOTES 


Sept. 8, 1942. 


in their jobs for the duration of the war, such as Intelligence, Aviation, 
Submarine, and Communication jobs. As food for thought, CorainCh mentioned 
the possibility of establishing "Services", the idea being to detail officers 
in and out of these "Services". CominCh went on to explain the uses of 
radio intelligence and stated that it is essentially a communications 
matter and not a proper function of ONI. Copy of the treatise prepared by 
the Ensign in Redman's office to be given CinCPac and CinCLant. 

21. Upon return to Washington take up with the Army, in connec¬ 

tion with their route to the Southwest Pacifio, what do if Canton Island is 
knocked out? 


FOLLOWING ITEMS BROUGHT UP BY CINCPAC: . 
MacArthur's discussion of Tulagi's operations;. 



22 . 


23. 


Rear Admiral Byrd's letter regarding Ghorraley 


and Tasks 2 and 3. 


24. 


MacArthur's release of news. It is obvious that the informa¬ 


tion he releases is obtained only from Secret despatches. 

25. Assignment of submarines in the Pacific. (Covered yesterday 


and now fully understood by CinCPac). 

26. Fitch to be ComAirPac; Halsey to be TF Commander. (Also 


covered yesterday.) 


27. 


Releases of War news. CinCPac states that he is bedeviled by 


reporters. Wishes Elmer Davis to know that he assumes release of war news 
to the Press means release to the enemy. CominCh replied that he fought that 
battle at le»st once a day. 
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Sept. 8, 1942. 


28. Should there be a Civil Engineer on CinCPao's Staff? 

Answer: Ho need for one now, but possibly later. Thomas already given 
additional duty as such at request of Moreell. 

29. Fraser wants a Liaison officer with Hew Zealand forces and 
Ohormley. Hew Zealand man is a Lieutenant General. CominCh replied that 
the matter is up to Ghormley. Short discussion as to i ^d » l e functions of 
Liadson officer. 

SO. Army reinforcements to SoPac and SoffPac. Fourteen Squadrons 

earmarked. (Hote: General DdWitt says assignment of 37 medium bombers to 
Western Defense Command has been cancelled.) 

31. Upon return to Washington: Take up with the Army the propo¬ 
sition of putting at the disposal of CinCPao another Army Division for 
amphibian training to replace the Third. This division would <±o to the 
Amphibious Force Pacific. CinCPac has no more items. 

32. CominCh discussed raider battalions, also the situation in 
the Karine Corps in general and disposition and distribution. 

33. Land based planes are to go to CinCPac. CinCPac notified that 
there are no more restrictions on the type of plane considered necessary. 
B-17's are all right. 

34. Should mining operations be undertaken in the Aleutians? 

Theobald has proposed, CinCPac is opposed, but is investigating. Should the 

£ 

mining be done by submarine? Answer: Supply of torpedop is a factor. 
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35. CinCPac has been requested by Ghormley and others to set up 
an Airplane replacement program. As all available planes will be sent, 
there is nothing to plan at this time. 

36. The question of whether or not Fulcrum should be major air¬ 
plane repair base was brought up. Not feasable at this time. 

37. Brief discussion of the characteristics of P-400's and the 
best way to employ them, 

38. Prospective battle damage repairs to be effected. CinCPac 
gave approximate dates. 

39. Upon return to Washington: F-l follow up day by day the 
forwarding of material to repair the ENTERPRISE. 

40. Kaneohe projects: CinCPac furnished a letter. F-33 comment 
to F-0, 

41. Ways and means b get the Army to bomb from lower altitude. 
Upon return to Washington request Army Air Force Headquarters to furnish a 
digest of High Level Bombing Instructions. When received, s^end copy to 
CinCPac and circulate to all other forces with Army units a»d cooporation. 

42. Forwarding of casualty lists - classification thereof to be 
Seoret. (Also other routine lists). 

43. CinCPac to furnish Cominch tomorrow with complete list of 
forces at the disposal of CoraSoPac. 
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CONFERENCE NOTES 


Sept. 8, 1942 


44. CominCh remarked that in effecting battle damage repairs, 
bringing ships to the Nest Coast, thereby permitting contact with families, 
is a factor. Puget Sound now filled up. The question of where to overhaul 
the PENNSYLVANIA recently arose. The Pearl Harbor gang is excellent. 

45. CominCh told CiuCPac that loss of cruisers is off-set by one 

extraJB. Short discussion followed in regard to other BB's, the TJICHITA 
and also as to how many cruisers Theobald should have. Decision 

made to make no changes until the weather gets bad. CominCh assured CinCPac 
that he would have more tools as soon as they became available. 

46. CominCh inquired as to how Dunn’s organization is working. 
CinCPac replied that it is working all right but that he has too many 
people, namely, 13 officers and 28 men. Can Navy Yards be trusted to look 
out for the interests of the sea going forces? Answer: No. Similar situa¬ 
tion existing between Fleet Maintenance in OpKav and BuShips illustrates 
that the technical people and the sea going people do not talk the same 
language. 
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1. Shift of Aviation Flight Commands discussed. Decision 
made that Tower* should bo relieved by UoCain, tho former to become 
CoaAirPac with rank of Vice Admiral. Fitch to relieve UoCain. Halsey 
to be Task Force Commander, retaining his rank of Vico Admiral but to 
bo subordinate to Ohormley. 

2. Command relations in the Aleutians wore discussed. 
Incidents included Theobald's report against Buckner and the reliefs of 
both Buokner and Butler. In this connection. Admiral King road a 
letter from Vice Admiral Freeman who recently made a tour of inspection. 
The jist of the letter is that bad feeling exists because of bombing 
limitations placed on Army aviators, which has resulted in the lack of 
effective Army air support. Vice Admiral Freeman reconunends complete 
support of Theobald, Despatch, originated by CinoPao, sent to Theobald 
to the effect that the J.C.S, directive is interpreted by him and CominCh 
to give him the authority he desires with respect to the PribolofB. 

3. Admiral Niraitz discussed the Aleutian situation in general 
and some points of it in particular, namely the occupation of Kiska and 
what should be done about it, also the Adak move. Admiral Nimitz does 
not feel that the occupation of the Pribolofs by the Japs would be 
profitable, hence does not believe they will undertake it. 

4. Admiral King read a letter covering reassignment of sub¬ 
marines in the Pacific Fleet. This covered the transfer of SubDiv 53 to 
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CONFERENCE NOTES 


Sept. 7, 1942 


CincLant. Various Second Front operations discussed. SubDiv 201 con 
go to ComSoPac. 

6. Admired Himitx stated that the docking situation at 

Pearl has improved tremendously - special credit due Salvage Party. 

6. Personnel items: 

(a) Monroe to relieve Anderson (not decided). 

(b) Should Anderson relieve Holmes? 

(c) Who should relieve Newton? Hewitt a possibility. 

(d) Should Anderson become Cam Eleven? 

(e) Discussion regarding casualties following 58 year 

old physical examination. 

7. Authority for ComSoPac to make awards on the spot. 

8. It was agreed that it would be desirable to change the 
boundary line between ComSoPac and ComSaWPac to give Ghormley more free¬ 
dom. but the decision was made not to do it because of possible compli¬ 
cations arising from certain protests from General McArthur. 

9. Admiral King discussed the Commands in the SoWPac Force. 
Also explained the duties to be performed by Vice Admiral Willson. 

10. Admiral King explained Admiral Leahy's duties as Chief 
of Staff to the President. 

11. Admiral Nimits brought up the question of employment of 
battleships of Task Forco 1. Gave Admiral King a copy of his despatch 
to CoraTask Force 1 on this subject. 
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COHFKRENCE NOTES 


Sept. 7, 1942. 


12. Admiral Niraitz announced that the development of Midway 

field has progressed satisfactorily, ile also stated that B-17's are 
now operating from Johnson Island. Be sure to tell Admiral Bloch. 


13. 


Admiral King brought up the subject of Canton Island in 





an 


connection with the possibility of 
alternate route - BoraBora - Tongatabu. 

14. The details of the Makin raid were related by Admiral 
Rimitz. The captured sword (with blood still on it) goes to the Naval 
Academy Museum. The captured machine gun to the Marine Corps Museum. 
In this connection Admiral King stated that a Third Raider Battalion 
will be formed in the South Pacifio. the nucleus to be men taken from 
the first and second Raider Battalions. Admiral Niraitz stated that he 
had recently given orders to round up the Marinos in the 14th District 
who were not doing a man's work to form such a nucleus. Admiral King 
questioned their suitability to which Admiral Niraitz replied that they 
could be used to ropl&oe those who were suitable. Admiral King said 
there would bo a fourth after a while. 

15. The Under Secretary having mado some comment about the 
supply situation, and having intimated that it might be desirable to 
have another agency in Washington, it was decided that Admiral Calhoun 
should have a representative in the Navy Department to act in the same 
capacity there as Captain Eason docs for the Atlantio Fleet. Admiral 
King remarked that the supply situation in genoral is a matter for the 

SECRET 




- 3 - 


1029 












CONFERENCE NOTES 


Sept. 7, 1942 


«-B-e-inrT 


Paymaster General, who, although not formally designated as such, acts 
in the capacity of Fleet Supply officer. 

16. Complications in the Command relations under General 
McArthur together with his compliance with the directive ho received: 
Items under the foregoing were the failure of General Brett to get 
along, and speculation as to what Kenny will be able to do in that capa¬ 
city. In this connection, the employment of New Zealand ships and troops 
and a question of who was responsible for the local defense of New 
Zealand was touohed upon. Also, what information is due the New Zealand 
Government and to what official should it be given. 

17. Captain McCormick read a letter from CinoPac to CoainCh 
dated September 2nd on the subject of prospective employment of carriers. 
Copy of the letter delivered to CominCh. 

IB. Revision of Tasks 2 and 3 Tulagi operations to be made. 

Admiral King explained how these tasks were originally decided upon and 
what the various considerations were, including the part played by the 
J. C. S . 

19. Distinction drawn between communiques and press releases. 
Admiral Nimitz is to issue communiques but if he feels a press relaese 
is desirablo it should be submitted to Admiral King. 

20. General UpShur has appointment at 10:45 followed by 
General DeWitt at 11:00. 
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September 8. 



Cominch 082234 gives the pi n for employment of New 
Zealand forces in the viar. 

Cominch 082237 pink summarizes the Army airplanes in 
and presently £n route to the Pacific Ocean Areas. tic reiter¬ 
ates that all these planes are under control of Admiral Nimitz. 


Cincpac 081736 directs Sopac to make ready to turn over 
one regiment of experienced amphibious troops and 1 division of 
APs to MacArthur. 



Cominch believes that MacArthur has a squadron of A-24s 
which are not being used for combat and suggest Ghormley get them. 

Investigation shows that the entrance to Bleacher is safe 
for the WASHINGTON. The 5 fathom coral head which the SOUTH DAKOTA 
hit has been buoyed. The SUMNER is not needeinov; to clear out the 
entrance. 


Comsopac 091146 summarizes the operations for the day in 
his Area. 




The SARATOGA can now go ahead on 4 shafts and back on 3. 

Hendquarters Marines 081556 is planning a replacement 
program for the South Pacific. 

Task forces 17 and 18 will join under Admiral Noyes on 
September 11th just east of the NEW HEBRIDIES. 

l 

The POMPANO returning from off Japan reports sinking 
1 AK, 1 DD, 1 PY. A 

In the north a su^rine was reported at SITKA and another 
off DIXON. General Dewitt stated that his message concerning the 
garrisoning of the Pribilofs was not a directive to Admiral 
Theobald. The incident could and should have been avoided. A 
submarine on patrol sighted two destroyers at ATTU. 



The Japanese continue to build \ip forces in the South 
Pacific. There are indications that the 17th army left Truk 
yesterday for Guadalcanal. The APs are escorted by DDs only. 
If this be true that army can attack Guadalcanal as early as 

3e^>-fenvbr«T3th. 
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September 9th . 

Comsopac 091016 and 091018 plus 100255 all pink give the 
new operating plan for the South Pacific Forces. It will be put 
in effect by despatch, presumably on the eleventh. 

There were no contacts in the South Pacific area yesterday 
and all forces are busily engaged in strengthening positions. 

The landing field at CAOTUS is inoperative today (Comairsooac 
091215). 

At least 1000 laps are estimated to have landed on NW 
GUADALCANAL (0.0. 1st Marine Division 0^0935). Thus about 2000 
have been landed on that island recently. The second group is 
in the vicinity of TAIY0. 

Cominch 082030 says that the 3rd Marine Raider Battalion 
will be formed at SAMOA. 

The ENTERPRISE will arrive at PEARL for repairs tomorrow. 
The SARATOGA group, which includes the SOUTH DAKOTA, will fuel 
at BLEACHER tomorrow and depart immediately thereafter for PEARL. 
That carrier believes she can make an engine speed of 15 knots 
for the trip. 

TF1 continues training at PEARL. The force is constantly 
ready to break up any attempted enemy landing in the HAWAIIAN 
area. 


Comnowestseafron 100202 gives the progress of the FIREPLACE 
operation. The ALEUTIANS are otherwise quiet. , *- 


September 10th 

The operations for the day in the South Pacific are sum¬ 
marized in his 111320 (pink). 

Because of the serious situation which now confronts Admiral 
Ghormley and because he needs the 7th Marines now at GUADALCANAL, 
he plans to make the Oth Marines available to General MacArthur 
when ordered to do so by CinCPac. That regiment will not be ready 
until October 1st (Comsopac 110516 (pink)). 

Admiral Ghormley*s 101156 (pink) stresses the need for more 
VPs. And his 101152 gives the organization of the South Pacific ^ 
Force as of September 11th. 


(continued on ne^t page) 
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September 10th (continued) : 

Admiral Turner (100725) suggests that Pacific Fleet sub¬ 
marines now be employed off the eastern NEW GUINEA coast. In 
this connection, the only submarine now immediately available 
was offered to General MacArthur for patrol off SKORTLAKD Island. 
The offer was not accepted as ComSWPac is employing his own sub¬ 
marines to the westward of the SOLOMONS. 

There was no news from the ALEUTIANS. 

The ENTERPRISE group arrived at Pearl. The SARATOGA group 
should depart BLEACHER today. 

Task Force 1 departs tomorrow for four days training off 

Oahu. 


There is some evidence that the forces for the counter at¬ 
tack on GUADALCANAL are now approaching that area. If our in¬ 
formation is correct, they can be exoected to arrive there in 
great strength. There is no indication of prospective Jap effort 
in any place exceot the South and Southwest Pacific. 


September 11 . 

CinCPac 120315 (pink) states that sending the 8th Marines 
to reinforce General MacArthur is the best that can be done un¬ 
der the circumstances. 


GUADALCANAL 120530 (pink). Admiral Turner agrees with 
General Vandeipgrift that GUADALCANAL must have at least one more 
regiment for defense. Admiral Turner proposes to sail the 7th 
Marines to that place from ESPIRITU SANTO on the 14th, covering 
the move with all task forces. His 092300 (pink) gives status 
of the 7th Marines and stresses need for troops to bring the 
Southeast SOLOMONS under* firm control. 

ComSoPac 121241 summarizes the operations for the day. One 
enemy carrier and one enemy cruiser was sighted by our patrol 
plane during the afternoon in Lat 7-20S, Long 168-50E. This 
group v/as probably seen further South later in the afternoon. 

A flight of 15 B-17s were ordered to attack, but have not yet 
reported results. During the ni ht at least one cruiser and 
four destroyers shelled the Marines on GUADALCANAL. 


Admiral Nimitz returned from his conference with Admiral 
King in San Francisco. It seems very difficult to interest the 
Army in the war in the Pacific. Cominch 111802 gives the status 
of one Army regiment of the 43rd Division. It can be expected 
to be ready to leave the Test Coast early next month. 
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September 11th (Continued.) 

The GUARDFISH reports sinking 50,000 tons of enemy shipning 
along their ore route. 

In his 112150 (pink), CornT'askFor 8 reports progress In the 
ADAK airfield operation. The Army found a quick way to make an 
airfield by draining Sweeper Greek. The field is 9,000 feet long 
and averages 500 feet wide. A B-13 landed there today. It was 
expected that the construction of this field would take months. 

In his 112120 he ^ives his escort plan for the garrisoning of the 
PRIBILOFFs. 

CinCPac has aoproved a plan for quite extensive defensive 
mining at ADAK. 

The enemy continues to assemble his forces for an attack on 
GUADALCANAL. There are indications that paratroops will be em¬ 
ployed in an effort to capture the airfield. There is no new 
evidence of changes in the Jap deployments. 


September 12th. 


There continues to be considerable enemy surface and air 
activity in the Central and Northern SOLOMONS. During the after¬ 
noon a patrol plane sighted a good sized group of enemy cruisers 
and destroyers about 200 miles northeast of MALAITA, GUADALCANAL 
was shelled again last night by at least one cruiser and two 
destroyers. The situation at that place is shown in Rear Admiral 
Turner’s 130933. A major attack on GUADALCANAL is to be expected 
in the near future. 


The plan to land the 7th Marines on GUADALCANAL, dawn Sept. 
16th, has been approved by Cominch and CinCPac. (ComSoPac 130540 
(pink) gives the general directive). 

The first ACORN is now enroute the South Pacific and the 
second should leave the "test Coast September 17th. 

The ALEUTIANS were generally quiet. 


Further enemy activity in the GILBERTS is noted. 


Radio Intelligence indicates that Cardiv 2 is still in home 
waters. The SIIOKAKU and ZUIKAKU are still unheard. It is still 
uncertain as to whether or not the RYUJO was badly damaged and 
possibly sunk on August 24th. CinC Combined Fleet continues to 
show much interest in the SOLOMONS situation. 
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September 13. 


During the late morning our search planes discovered 
two enemy forces in the area to the eastward of the SOLOMONS. 

One force was composed of three BBs, four cruisers, four DDs, 
one transport heading southeast. When last seen the force was 
on a northerly course. 14 B-17s attacked and claim 2 hits. 

The second force was located about 120 miles north of the BB 
group, awa. a. I C V , Cro»j«ir * , T)0 . 

For the past two days the Japs have been attacking the 
Marines on GUADALCANAL from the rear and flank. The attacks 
were repulsed, - enemy dead over 10 to our 1. It is believed 
that the enemy will attempt to surround the Marines and try to 
capture the airfield. An enemy bombing raid was repulsed. 

Due to approaching hostile forces our transports and 
tenders were withdrawn to the south. 

Rear Admiral Turner’s plan to land the 7th Marines 
(CTF-63 140133 pink) may be delayed because of the enemy ships 
sighted during the day. 

Comsopac 120544 again comments on the fact that P-400s 
are of little use to him. Comairsopac desires about 12 B-17Es 
from Hawaii at this time. These will be sent. Eventually, when 
they can be handled in the south about 15 more will be sent from 
Hawaii. 


Twenty fleet subs and two tenders will be maintained 
at present in the Southwest.Pacific. The S-boats now there will 
be withdrawn. 

In the ALEUTIANS a sub was reported off SEGUAM Island. 
The CASCO has been refloated and will be towed to DUTCH HARBOR. 

The enemy continues to assemble large forces of all 
kinds for attack In the South Pacific. At least five CVs and 
four BBs may now be in the BISMARCK-SOLOMONS area. The Japs 
seem to be concentrating almost everything they have except 
their battleline in that area. A small force Is now to land 
in the GILBERTS. TARAWA may be the first 
is probably the best place in that island 


landing point. It 
group. 
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September 14th . 

TF 61 composed of the WASP and HORNET groups under 
Rear Admiral Noyes was proceeding to the westward, speed 12, 
to rendezvous with TF 64 and 65 (7th Marines in APs and escort 
under Rear Admiral Turner). The carrier groups had been ordered 
to cover the landing of the 7th Marines to reinforce our position 
on GTTADALCANAL. At 1440 local 15th the WASP was torpedoes. Twelve 
minutes later the NORTH CAROLINA received one torpedo hit. Rear 
Admiral S^ott 151755 pink and CTF 17 150929 pink described the 
action and give future moves. The torpedoing was certainly done 
by one or more submarines and the subs are indicated as having 
reported results by radio. 

Comsonacs 141350 pink summarizes the operations for 
the 14th. Much of this has been recorded before. 

C.G. Marines 1st Dj.v 141045 rives the details of fight¬ 
ing on the 13 th and 14 th. His 150226 amplifies the first re¬ 
port and goes on to say that after severe fighting his posi¬ 
tion continues to be satisfactory. If the disaster to TF 61 
does not change our plans, the 7th Marines will be landed tomorrow 
in the vicinity of the LUNGA river. A group of 7 enemy DDs 
was heading toward GUADALCANAL in the afternoon and it seems 
probable that they will land reinforcements there tonight. It 
must be recorded that our surface forces in the M ou th Pacific 
have done nothing the past 30 days to prevent or interrupt these 
night landings and shellings of Marine positions. 

Cincpac 142247. It is planned to send one tender and 
six fleet submarines to operate under Vice Admiral Ghorrnley. The 
message also recuests part of General MacArthur's area for sub¬ 
marine operations. 

The WASHINGTON group leaves BLEACHER today for the 
active area. 

TF 1 returned to Pearl from a training cruise south of 

OAHU. 

There was a possible submarine sighting off the 

FARALL0NS. 


Rear Admiral Nitch will relieve Rear Admiral McCain 
as Comairsopac. Vice Admiral Leary will relieve Vice Admiral 
Pye as CTF 1. He may also relieve Rear Admiral Anderson as 
Combatships. 

The GR0 TER returning from patrol reports sinking 
20,000 tons and damaging 6000 tons. 
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September 14 (Continued) 

In the ALEUTIANS photo reconnaissance shows 4 3S, 

3 AK at KTSKA and 1 S3, 1 CM and DDs at ATTU. CTP -8 150039 
gives his views concerning the strategic location of airfields 
and the need for Army troops in the North Pacific. 



At least 17 enemy submarines are operating in the 
SOLOMONS area as advance screen and attacking group for the 
enemy surface forces thought to the north and eastward of the 
SOLOMONS. While enemy strength in that general area cannot be 
stated accurately, it Is possible that major units include as 
many as 5 CVs and 3 BBs. The NAGATO may be in the SOLOMONS. 

September 15th . 



Comsooac 161220 pink summarizes operations for the day. 
The need for avgas at GUADALCANAL is acute and the BELIATRIX will 
be sent there tomorrow to supnly this need. Comsopac 160900 gives 
his estimate that the next two days are favorable for unloading 
stores, etc., in the GUADALCANAL - TULAGI area. Because of the 
threatening situation Rear Admiral Turner did not bring in the 7 th 
Marines for the planned reinforcement of our Southern SOLOMONS 
positions. 


TF 17 and units of TF IS were combined to rendezvous 
September 17 (local) and will operate to westward of the longitude 
of EFATE and within 200 miles of that base awaiting further develop¬ 
ments. Cruisers and DDs of TF 18 arrived at ESPIRIT0 SANTO where 
they will land hospital cases, then proceed to NOUMEA. 

General MacArthur sees many difficulties in PacFleet subs 
operating in his area. If any go there he would desire operational 
control. The plan to send one tender and 6 SS to Comsopac is thus 
held in abeyance for further study. The AMBER JACK has been moved 
from patrol of KAVIENG to the north and east of the BOUGAINVILLE 
STRAIT area. 

Our submarine on patrol in lat 24-25 N, long 139-01 E 
sighted an enemy CV escorted by 2 DD. 

Comsubpac proposes and Cincpac approves the conversion of 
the ARGONAUT to a troop carrying submarine (Comsubpac 150144). 

The CUTTLEFISH in the CHINA SEA renorts sinking a 10,000 
ton passenger freighter and a 19,000 ton tanker. 

In the ALEUTIANS the Army air made a very successful air 
raid on KISKA (CTF 8 151905). Thus the new airfield at ADAK has 
started to pay dividends. 

It nov/ annears that Cardiv 2 (IIITAKA and T IAYATAKA in¬ 
cluded) have left home waters for the South Pacific. There are no ^ 
other important enemy moves. 
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September 1C. 




Consopac 171216 pink summarises the day in the South 
Pacific. The WORTH CAROLINA is not seriously damaged (CTF-17 
151235 pink) and will arrive at TONGATABU the 19th local date. 
When temporary repairs are completed she will sail for Pearl. 
The 7th Marines are expected to arrive at GUADALCANAL tomorrow. 
reports of large numbers of enemy vessels, mostly destroyers 
and auxiliaries, continue to be received from reconnaissance 
planes over the central and north SOLOMONS. 


There is continued minor enemy activity in the GIL-. 
BERTS. Because of this^consideration will be given to estab¬ 
lishing a landing field in the ELLICE Islands. 



The U3S CRYSTAL grounded at MIDWAY when shifting 
berth in the lagoon. 

TF-1 continues training in the OAHU area and remains 
ready to oppose an enemy landing in the HAWAIIAN Area. 


A PBY on patrol from MIDWAY was attacked by a 
MITSUBISHI twin engine plane 445 miles southafcst of MIDWAY. 

No damage was done to either plane. 

Cominch proposed to convert G ODD now v/ith TF-8 to 
APDs. Replacements would come from the Pacific Fleet. 


There is nothing new concerning enemy moves. Inter¬ 
est of the enemy continues to be centered in the South Pacific. 
As long as this continues there seems little chance of an attack 
on the MIDWAY-OAHU line. 



General Enmon3 was brought up to date on current 
happenings at a conference held by Admiral Nimitz this morning. 

General Emmons just returned from a visit in the South 
and Southwest Pacific., jJj &.ljffd j j, Agp r talk v/ith General LacArthur 
the gist of which hat^flT NHTglblNIilA can be taken by the 

Taps any time they are ready, (2) he thinks our positions in the 
SOLOMONS is.very precarious, and (3) as soon as the Taps clear . 
us out of the SOLOMONS they will attack HAWAII. lju- 
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September 17th 
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Comsopac 181231 pink summarizes operations in his area 
for the day. The 3-17 attacks and the 33D attacks were particularly 
ineffective. The NORTH CAROLINA is not badly damaged, as noted 
before. She was examined at BLEACHER and the Captain reports her 
ready for further active service but with speed reduced to 24 knots. 
The O’BRIEN was examined at ESPIRITO n ANT0 and is badly damaged. 

She will be escorted to NOUMEA. The loss of the WASP is briefly 
described in Comsopac 181140 pink. 

The enemy radio at GUADALCANAL reported the arrival of TF 64 
and 65. About midnight surface forces arrived and bombarded the 
marine position. Presumably our surface forces had departed 
shortly after dark. The unloading of fuel, food, and other needed 
material in this area is severely handicapped by enemy activity. At 
present the only solution seems to keen our shins away during dark¬ 
ness and to get them underway when day air attacks are reported 
coming in. And until a better solution is found our situation will 
continue unsatisfactory. 

The HADDOCK returning from patrol in the East China Sea re¬ 
ports sinking 26,000 tons of freighters. 

The landing mat on SAND ISLAND, MIDWAY, is now ready for 
emergency use. 

The Central and North Pacific areas are general quiet. 


The COPAHEE left PEARL today with fighter and dive bomber 
replacements for Sopac. She is also transporting personnel for 
Patwing ONE. Vice Admiral Ghorraley will oe given authority to 
retain her there as a carrier, otherwise to return her to SAN DIEGO. 


"read 

sure. 


No changes in Jap deployment are noted. The inability to 
the mail” leaves us in the dark. We can guess, but are never 
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September 10. 

The Pacific Ocean "reas are generally quiet. With 
the landing of the 7th Marines at GUADALCANAL there are about 
15,000 troops there. TP-17 was ordered to cover the retire¬ 
ment of TP-C5. The main problem in the TULAGI-GUADALCAITAL 
area now is to build up the airfield so that land based planes 
can cover ovm shipping there. 

Vice Admiral Leary arrived from AUSTRALIA and brings 
a rather depressing view of the situation there. The Austral¬ 
ians seen to .have little enthusiasm for fighting the Japs in 
GUINEA ttfAsb can probably prevent use of the PORT MORES 
airfields. 


The NORTH CAROLINA is now reported able to make only 
18 knots and has been ordered to PEARL. 

Cominch 182200 pink gives General MacArthu.r's present 
estimate and wants to know what the Pacific Fleet will do to 
prevent a seaborne invasion in hi3 area. There are now about 
20,000 troops in the PORT MORESBY area and around 10,000 in 
the MILNE PAY area. 

Since the start of the war our submarines in the 
Pacific Ocean have sunk approximately 1,016,000 tons of Jap 
ships. 


The Hawaiian Sea Frontier will take over the direction 
of the daily Hawaiian search on September 24th. Up to now it 
has been run by the Patrol Wings under Cincpac's general direction. 

The ALEUTIANS are quiet. 

The locations of Jap carriers continues indefinite. 

It is assumed that at least four are in the area south of TRUK. 

There i3 no good indication of the objective of the Japs next 
move except that it will be in the Southwestern Pacific. 

I/ 1 " 
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September 19. 

Comsopac 201240 pink summarizes the day in his area. 
TP-17 will be reorganized in the near future. Meanwhile it will 
operate in the general area bounded by 13 and 20 degrees south, 
165 and 177 east prepared to take offensive action against suit¬ 
able enemy targets within reach. In his 201542 pink Comlnch 
questions the employment of striking forces on a strategically 
static basis in submarine infested waters. 

The question raised by General MacArthur regarding 
the employment of the Pacific Fleet to repel Jap landings in 
NEW GUINEA was answered by CinCPac 200145 pink. 

Minor enemy surface and plane movements continue to 
be observed by our search planes in the Central SOLOMONS and in 
the general area to the east of the SOLOMONS. Major units a«W/ t 
not observed within the limits of our search. 

A drydock at AUCKLAND capable of taking a damaged B3 
is under consideration. 

Vice Admiral Leary will relieve Vice Admiral Pye as 
CTF-1 and also assume Combatships on September 20th. 

CTF-0 summarizes his need for destroyers in connection 
with the withdrawal of ODDs for conversion to APDs (his 190225). 
The first phase of FIREPLACE will be regarded as completed to¬ 
morrow. 


There is no new information of enemy deployments. The 
carrier locations are very much in doubt. There is some possi¬ 
bility that the enemy may make a raid similar to our MAKIN raid 
on our staging route to the South Pacific. i, 


September 20. 


Only minor enemy activity is noted in Comsopac daily 
summary (211221 pink). 

CTF-8 210030 states that bad weather has prevented 
further attacks on KISKA. His 201949 reports the landing of an 
Army garrison at ST PAUL in the PRIBILOFS, and of an Army land¬ 
ing at ATKA. His 202100 objects to reported reduction of Army 
planes in the Alaskan Sector and gives his estimate of current 
army plane requirements. 

CinCPac 202147 pink suggests that our striking forces 
anchor at NOUMEA except when employed on specific attacks. 

APAIANA and TARAWA in the GILBERTS report continued 
enemy activity. This indicates that those atolls are not yet 
completely occupied. CinCPac is now considering occupying 
FUNAFUTI in the ELLICE Islands where the Jap3 are indicated as 
going around the first of October. 1041 

K, 

No change in enemy deployment was noted during the day. \, 
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September 21 

The reorganized task forces under Vice Admiral Ghormley 
are as shown in his 221002. Rear Admiral Murray retains com¬ 
mand of TF 17 in spite of the fact that Rear Admiral Lee in the 
7/ASinIiGTON is senior. 

Operations in the South Pacific are as shown in 
Comsopac 221256 pink. 

Admiral Nimitz expects to arrive in NOUMEA September 
28 for a conference with Admiral Ghormley. He will also inspect 
various South Pacific activities. 


Rear Admiral Turner 212207 tells of Japanese methods 
of firhtinp- ashore and lists some of our shortcomings and makes 
recommendations to correct deficiencies. 


The 2nd Raider Battalion will initially disembark at 
E°PIRIT0 SANTO. 


OTP 8 202130 rives the mining plan for ADAK. 

The SOUTH DAKOTA and SARATOGA group arrived at PEARL 
for repairs. The NORTH CAROLINA is due at PEARL for repairs 
September 30th. 


There is no new information on location of major Jap 
units. Carrier deployment is most uncertain. There continues 
to be strong evidence of a larre scale attack to recapture the 
Southern SOLOMONS. . 

Cincpac 220035 is a proposal for the occupation of FUNAFUTI. 
September 22 


There were no important contacts or developments in the 
South Pacific during the day. 


General MacArthur seems to expect one Marine regiment about 
October 1st. On September 8 Cincpac ordered a regiment made ready 
for duty in the SWPac but it is not yet certain that the Marines 
will be sent. All available troops in the SoPac are urgently 
needed by Admiral Ghormley at present. 

Admiral Nimitz invited General MacArthur to a conference 
in NOUMEA next week and General MacArthur invited Admiral Nimitz 
to extend his trip South to Brisbane. Neither of these officers 
feel that they can be away from their commands long enough to 
cross the Coral Sea, 


The 3rd Marine Raider Battalion was formed at SAMOA on 
September 20th. i A/ 


(Continued on next page) 
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September 22 (Continued) 

The first of 12 B-17s from OAHU to SoPac are now enroute 
and 12 more are being prepared for early despatch. 

Comsopac 221226 pink gives his plan for the occupation 
of FUNAFUTI. 

The AM HERJACK on patrol off BOUGAINVILLE STRAIT reports 
sinking one 5000 ton freighter. While there she grounded and 
suffered damage to her sound gear. 

The ALEUTIANS continued quiet. 

There is continued doubt regarding present deployment of 
Jap major units. A large number of subs are in the South Pacific 
and a good number of cruisers and destroyers are sighted in the 
SOLOMONS - NEW BRITAIN area. All evidence continues to point to 
a lar^e attack in the near future to recapture the Southern 
SOLOMONS. 



September 23 

Comsopac 240206 pink orders the occupation of FUNAFUTI 
about October 2nd. Under Rear Admiral Turner, Rear Admiral 
Wright will command the expedition. 

Comsopac 231326 gives the general plan for the employ¬ 
ment of CUBS, ACORNS, and construction battalions. 

Comsopac 231251 states that the harbor of NOUMEA is very 
congested and requests weight handling and other equipment. As 
operations progress in the present offensive it becomes more and 
more apparent that facilities and equipment needed to support 
the operation were not made available initially. Cincpac 232249 
generally concurs with Rear Admiral Turners recommendations to 
perfect our amphibious efforts. 

There is some indication that GIZ0 and FAISI are mined. 
While the day was quiet in the GUADALCANAL - TULAGI area, all 
our moves were promptly reported by Jap radio on GUADALCANAL. 

There were possible submarine sightings by Army planes 
today - one off FANNING ISLAND and one 240 miles SW of CANTON 
ISLAND. 

The ALEUTIANS continue quiet. 

Indications continue of Jap plans to recapture the 
southern SOLOMONS and eastern NEW GUINEA. There is some evidence 
that this operation may be delayed. 
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September 24. 

Jfc''»d I ACJ 

Cominch 241630 pink concurs that A a Marine regiment 
experienced in amphibious warfare to General MacArthur will 
depend on developments. The message also reouests plans for 
the employment of the Army 43rd Division. 

The South Pacific is generally quiet. This may be 
the lull before the storm as all indications continue to point 
to major Jap operations there in the very near future. TF 17 
is about to enter NOUMEA,while the WASHINGTON group is approach¬ 
ing T0NGATA8U. The unloading at GUADALCANAL has greatly im¬ 
proved in the past few days and critical shortages in the area 
have been supplied. 

The ALEUTIANS continue quiet. 

There are no changes in Jap major deployments. Ap 
parently small garrisons are being left on the atolls in the 
GILBERTS and allied coast watchers are being captured, 

September 25 . 

Arrangements for the occupation „of fc F UNAFUTI.regarding 
air coverage are shown in Comsooac 260826fand 261156/'and Comair- 
sopac 251228.'* w - 8 -- 

Comsopac 251456 gives operations for the 24th in his 
area. There were no major developments or contacts. The per¬ 
formance of the SBDs from CACTUS against approaching enemy DDs 
was not good. 

Admiral Nimitz and party were delayed at PALMYRA due 
to engine trouble in his plane. 

Plans are going forward to establish an advanced base 
at NOUMEA along the lines described in Comsopac 260434. 

CTF 8 251950 and 260645 indicate that the Japs have 
abandoned ATTU. Increased activity at KISKA might possibly 
indicate an abandonment there also. It is hard to see where 
the Japs have profited in their ALEUTIAN adventure. 

Indications of preparation for a major Japanese of¬ 
fensive in the South Pacific continue. Best guess is that they 
plan to recapture the Southern SOLOMONS , PORT MORESBY and attack 
AUSTRALIA. They are thought to be making a major effort to as¬ 
semble the means for this in the RABAUL area. This being the case, 
no move on the OAHU-MIDWAY line is exnected. Nor will they be 
able to launch a major attack toward INDIA. 

Ay 

\y 
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Cincpac File No. 
Pac-IG-Es 
A16(6) 

Serial 02798 


UNITED STATES PACIFIC FLEET 
FLAGSHIP OF THE COMMANDER IN CHIEF 




SECRET 


September 24, 1942 


From: 

To: 


Commander in Chief, 
Commander in Chief, 


United States Pacific Fleet. 
United States Fleet. 



Subject: Amphibious Training of Army Troops for Operations 

in Kiska Area. 

1. Weather conditions in the Western Aleutians since 
the occupation by the Japanese of Kiska and Attu have been 
such that neither aircraft bombing or surface ship bombardment 
of Kiska nor submarine operations off that port have been able 
to prevent the enemy from consolidating and strengthening his 
hold in that area. 



2. There is no indication that weather conditions will 
be such as to ensure the ejection of the Japanese from Kiska 
as a result of aerial bombing to be conducted from Adak. 

3. The current stalemate has caused the neutralization 
of the considerable naval strength now assigned to Task Force 
EIGHT without a corresponding holding or reduction of Japanese 
naval forces. 



4. Information received from Commander Task Force EIGHT 
states that he has arranged with General DeWitt for Army 
garrisons of 15,000 men for Adak and 5,000 men for Tanaga. 


5. It is believed that a satisfactory solution for the 
Aleutian situation can be reached only through the ejection 
of the Japanese from Kiska and Attu. Such ejection can be 
effected only by a landing of amphibious troops. 


6. It is therefore recommended that the Army at once 
begin the amphibious training of a suitable contingent of 
troops now in the Alaskan Area (including Adak and Tanaga) 
with a view to retaking Kiska and then Attu when suitable ships 
^ are available for this operation. 


O 

Copy to: 

Comtaskfor 8 
Comnorwesseafron 


C. W. NIMITZ 
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September 26. 


Operations for the 26th in the South Pacific are 
summarized in ComSoPac 26125&. Air offensive operations, 
particularly against enemy shipping in the SHORTLANDS and 
RABAUL areas, have been stepped up by both ComSoPac and Com- 
SWPac. Our Task Forces there, except those in the FUNAFUTI 
operation, are in port. 

Vice Chief of Naval Operations suggests SUVA as an 
advance base depot for storage of Cub and Acorn material. 
ComSoPac 261259 requests that the decision on this be deferred. 

The mail situation has, and continues to be bad in 
the South Pacific. Officers and men go for months without 
mail. The job has been sadly bungled. 

Cominch 261302 suggests that troops to be moved to 
forward positions be given amphibious training in the Central 
and South Pacific. He suggests training centers at OAHU, 
WELLINGTON, SAMOA, and NOUMEA or FIJI. 

ARD-2 will be towed at once from OAHU to NOUMEA. 


CTF-8 262020 and 262330 describes another successful 
air raid on KISKA. The ADAK field is paying good dividends. 


General MacArthur wants the marines to clean out the 
northeast coast of NEW GUINEA. He has about 15,000 troops in 
that area now and seems to 5,000 marines to—he necessary 

in addition. As previously noted, the despatch of amphibious 
troops to the Southwest Pacific from the South Pacific will 
depend on developments. No present developments indicate that 
such a plan is suitable. See his 270800 pink. 


C .G. SAMOA urges prompt action in furnishing 2500 
marines to bring his garrison up to strength and ComSoPac 
concurs. 


There are no major changes in Jap deployments. 
September 27. 






The general situation In the South Pacific is improv¬ 
ing. Admiral McCain, who has just been relieved as Comairsopac, 
told the morning conference that GUADALCANAL can be held if 
sufficient fighter planes and pilots can be brought in to main¬ 
tain present levels. The Japs are afraid of our F 4 F and will 
not attack them consistently. Unfortunately, the requisite 
number of VF and trained pilots are not yet in sight. Admiral 
Ghormley's 271436 summarizes the day except that during the day 
25 enemy VB covered by 0 fighters approached GUADALCANAL and 
were Intercepted by our fighters v/ho shot down 23 VB and several 
with no loss to themselves. A magnificent performance. 
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September 27 (Continued) 

TP-17 is in port at WHITE POPPY. The WASHINGTON 
group is at TONGATABU. The ENTERPRISE group may be able to 
leave Pearl for the south about October third. 

TP-1 continues to conduct minor training exercises 
in the OAHU area. 


TF-3 continues comparatively inactive as they are 
hampered by lack of APs for training. In a recent letter Vice 
Admiral Greenslade reported that our landing boat personnel are 
definitely inferior to the Army. This is another manifestation 
of naval growing pains. 


TF-8 was quiet. 

While there are indications that the Japs will make 
an all out effort in the Southern SOLOMONS and possibly NEW 
GUINEA, there are also many 3igns which point to troubles that 
he is having. It seems reasonable to suppose that we have nov/ 
destroyed the cream of his naval air pilots. Also, our attri¬ 
tion attacks on his ships and planes must be causing them ex¬ 
treme difficulties. Our submarines are causing increasing' 
shipping shortages. 


Admiral Nimitz and party arrived during the after 
noon at NOUMEA. 



September 28 . 


Operations on the 28th in the South Pacific are sum¬ 
marized in Comsopac 281326. Admiral Nimitz apparently com¬ 
pleted his conference with Vice Admiral Ghormley and with 
General MacArthur's Chief of Staff and with his Air Force 
General and went on to ESPIRITO SANTO. Among the things dis¬ 
cussed was the employment of the 8th Marines which are ear¬ 
marked for the NDENI garrison and the 43rd Army division for 
the TULAGI-GUADALCANAL area (see Comsopac 290256 pink). 


The ALHENA completed unloading at GUADALCANAL. 

The unloading follows the same pattern each day: the AK with 
a DD escort unloads during daylight and departs each evening 
via the LENGO channel, returning that way in the early morn¬ 
ing. The Japs have observed and reported this procedure. 


The COPAHEE is having some troubles in shaking down. 

There are labor troubles at WELLINGTON. Waterfront 
workers refuse to work overtime and unloading is being unduely 
delayed. 


1047 












rs 


rs 

-SEeiffi?— 


September 28 (continued) 

The TROUT reports hitting a large CV off TRUK with 
two torpedoes. This may be the ZUIKAKU. Another Jap carrier 
reports being attacked by a submarine. • As this latter is 
thought to have occurred off NEW IRELAND and as the TROUT was 
definitely off TRUK, it seems probable that two Jap carriers 
are in trouble. 

The Central and North Pacific areas are quiet. 

There is nothing to confirm the suspicion that the Japs plan 
to evacuate KISKA. 

Fw-.it 

A good RDF cut places the CinC itth Air Fleet in 
the vicinity of the GREENWICH Islands. While some CVs seem 
to be leaving the South for the homeland there is no major 
change in Jap intentions noted. V 

September 29. 

SoPac 291226 summarizes operations on the 29th in 
his area. The ALHENA was torpedoed leaving GUADALCANAL but 
not sunk. She will be towed to BUTTON. Our AKs are continu¬ 
ally exposed to this submarine menace. TF-17 continues in 
port waiting for suitable targets. 

Minor activity continues in the GILBERTS. All islands 
there can be considered visited by the Japs and small garrisons 
have been placed on the principal atolls. Planes were reported 
over the ELLICE Islands. 

The Central Pacific is generally quiet. Good progress 
is being made at PEARL in repair of damaged CVs and the SOUTH 
DAKOTA. 

The Army bombed KISKA again on the 27th and 28th. 

CTF-8 30030 summarizes known results. It seems confirmed 
that the Japs have abandoned ATTU and AGGATU. Withdrawal of 
some ships of TF-8 from the area may be possible soon. 

The Japs are suffering attrition losses of planes 
and ships in the SOLOMONS. They continue to land troops on 
GUADALCANAL. And they continue to bring in planes and ships 
to the general RABAUL area. KAVIENG is becoming an important 
airplane center. 
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September 30, 

There were no important contacts in the South Pacific 
during the day. Comsopac plans to employ TP-17 to strike the 
shipping in the SHORTLANDS Area on October 5th (local). His 
011302 pink. 

Comamphiblousforsopac 301022 and 301030 gives the 
need of landing boats for his operations. At present there is 
such a shortage that further major operations can not be under¬ 
taken. 

Comsopac 010454 gives the dlspostion of Acorns 3 and 
4. He outlines the needs of equipment and repair facilities to 
support his operations. 

The 8th Marines are now assembled at TUTUILA and are 
being trained in amphibious warfare. 

Admiral Nimitz plans to arrive at NOUMEA tomorrow and 
at SUVA the day after. 

CTF-0 302335 amplifies the report of army bombing at 
KISKA. As an enemy plane dropped 1 - 100# bomb at ATKA yester¬ 
day it must be assumed that the FIREPLACE operations has been 
discovered. 

The enemy has changed his communication systems com¬ 
pletely. Thus, for some time now we can expect very little 
information from radio intelligence. ^ 

October 1. 


Comsopac 301300 and 011716 give operations in his area 
for the past three days. There were no unusual happenings re¬ 
corded. Other sources report that an enemy DD was hit by our 
bombs and damaged north of the NEW GEORGIA group and an enemy 
cruiser is aground on a reef in TONOLEI harbor. During the past 
weeks our aircraft and submarines have inflicted quite satis¬ 
factory damage on enemy ships in the South and Southwest Pacific. 
During the day enemy fighters and bombers appeared over GUADAL¬ 
CANAL. Our fighters intercepted but lost 6 VF to the enemy's 
4 Zeros. Comairsopac 020050 pink suggests that B-17s from 
GUADALCANAL bomb in the SOLOMONS when the HORNET group attacks 
the BUIN area and that MacArthur hit the RABAUL area. He also 
notes that B-17s are not entirely suitable to give a CV fighter 
coverage. Comsopac concurs if the airfield at GUADALCANAL can 
take B-17s. 

Admiral Ghormley 010812 describes the use of NOUMEA 
as a carrier replacement harbor and gives needs. 
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October 1 (continued) 


KI5KA was again attacked by Army air yesterday. 
Results were not impressive and are shown in CTF-8 012100. 

General Marshall 0049Z/30 directs amphibious training 
for army units be commenced in the Hawaiian area. 


The ZUIKAKft is probably now in Japan. Traffic analysis 
indicates that only three CVs are in the TRUK-RABAUL area. 

There are no indications as to when the enemy expects to launch 
a major attack on the Southern SOLOMONS. Change in all his 
call signs makes it impossible for R.I. to analyse current Jap 
move s. -"'C'- 

V" 


October 2. 


Comsopac 021436 gives operation summary for his area 
on the 1st. Nothing extraordinary happened. 

Comairsopac 030244 pink gives his plan of cooperation 
with TF 17 for the 5th. 

OTF 62 022110 pink gives plans to attack Jap positions 
from seaward on the 5th. 

Cominch 022120 pink gives troops and planes agreed to 
for the FIREPLACE operations by the Joint Chiefs of Staff. No 
mention is made of the ATKA garrison. 

CTF 8 022025 reports Army bombing of KISKA with minor 
results. He also reports that ADAK was bombed by an enemy plane. 
No damage resulted but the airfield project there was definitely 
discovered. 

No changes are noted in Jap deployment. 

Admiral Nimitz arrived at SUVA. 

October 3 . 

ComSo Pac 031356 gives operations in that area for the 
1st. The usual shipping was noted in the SHORTHANDS AREA. 

FUNAFUTI was occupied as described in TF 62.6 - 040330. The 
planned landing of marines to the westward of the GUADALCANAL 
position was posponed at the request of CG 1st Marines. GREENWICH 
was observed by plane. Only one small non-combatant ship was 
seen In the lagoon and no air field was discovered. Thus the 
belief that this place is being used as a fleet anchorage or 
as a plane staging point is shown incorrect. 

CTF 8 - 032010 reports another Army bombing of KISKA on 
the 2nd. ^ 
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26 September 194 2 • 

1* The following estimate of location of Orange strength 
in the Pacific is submitted. Locations ere of 27 September 
1942, 


ALlflJTlANf 


Six submarines. NaCHI and CruDiv 22 are in the northern 
area but probably not in vicinity of Aleutians. About one 
DesDiv is operating between Aleutians and Zmpire. Attu has 
probably been abandoned. No definite estimate of troop strength 
is possible, but troop movement out of Kiska area is indicated. 
Hot more than twenty planes of all types. 

:MPIH2 


HITAKA and HAYaTaKA remain in the Empire. 

SOLOMONS 

CruDiv 6, Uesiion 3, part of DesAon 4, 2 minelayers, 11th 
Seaplane Tender Division, a considerable number of subchasers 
and light oraft. There are twelve submarines in the eighth 
fleet area. Sasebo #6 Landing ?oroe is in transports in the 
Shortlands area. 

NS.V OUINLA 

CruL'iv 18 and a few destroyers. Air strength about 50 
planes. Troop strength 5,000-6,000, 

NL.V BRITAIN APJ-A 

OTAKA arriving in this area. SHQKaKU and ZUIKAKU are 
probably to the south of Truk. One battleship indicated in 
New Britain area and two or possibly three more are at least 
as far south as Truk. CruDiv 4 is in the Truk Rabaul area. 
CruDiv 8 is unlocated but probably still .in the southern area 
with CarDiv Ono. CruLiv 16 is in the Rabaul area. The air 
strength is estimated at 142 planes in the whole New Brltain- 
Solomon area. Troop strength ^400—-4,009-ln New Britain. 

1/9 400 

LAST INDIES 


uiet. 

UAhrhALLS 

Estimate air strength 130-140 planes. Three submarines 
in the urea. 


1 
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No change since last rej>ort. 
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Flag Cine Combined 


YAUOTO 


BATTLESHIPS 


CluC Combined In Truk area. 
Part of Staff in SKKDaI in 
Solomons. 

No reoent information. Truk 
area 9/16. 


mt 1 


MUTSU 





YAMACHIiiO 


JL 


HYUOA 

FU30 

MUSASHI 


No information. 

Indicated in itebaul area by 
as^ociationa. 

Ho information. 


No information. Indicated Truk 
area 9/16. 

No information. 

No information. 

Empire. 


O KONGO 

KxaxnKiUA 

HIEI 

KAHUNA 


Truk area - or south. 

No late information. 

No late information. 

No late information. Indicated 
Truk 9/19. 
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CarDiv 1 

Si&KAKU 

ZUIKAKU 

CUIHO 

CarDlv 2 

HAYATAKA 

EITAKA 

KYUJO 




Truk area. 

At least as far south as Truk. 
Anrouta Truk to Aapirs. 


inspire. 

Kapire. 
Probably sunk. 


KA- OCA MAHU 

OTAKA 

H03H0 

YA .V’ATA 2aSA.HU 

UNYOU 


i iay be sa^se ship as OT/JCA. 
Vicinity of Kavieng. 

Mo information, 
tiny be same ship as UMYOU. 
ILnroute Kure to Truk via 
Chichijina and "aipan. 


4 - 
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\R\S1SSB3 


Crullv 4 

AT.GO 
TaKAO 
MAYA 


Crullv 5 

NAGURO 

KYQKO 

CruPlv 6 

Toba 

KINUGaSA 

FUUUTaKA 

KAKO 

CruDiv 7 

miS 

SUZOYA 

iuOGAiGC 




CillEUEA 


Truk area or south. 

Truk - Kabaul area. 

Probably arriving Suspire from Truk. 

Some Indication CruDiv 5 in Palau 
area. 

No information. 

No information. 


Ho information. 
No information. 
Solomons 
Possibly sunk. 


Probably damaged. 

Ho information. 

Under repairs in empire. 


still in Truk area or aouth. 
Probably still in southern area. 



No information. 
No information. 


OgfPlY 10 

NAGARA No late information. 

CruDiv 11 

AGANO lio information. - (^oaa^ 


CruDiv 16 

Empire. 

I^USU kabaul area • 

KINU Kabaul area. 


18 Involved in New Guinea campaign. 

TATFUTA Kabaul area. 

TEN it YD Kabaul area. 

KASHINA Flag of 4th fleet. 


- 5 ~ 
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C RUI -.n ( Conti quad) 


Division 19 (Minelayers) 

TokW k 

TSTJQARU 

OKINOr.HIJtA 

Truk area 9/19, no late Infonsation. 
Truk area 9/19, no late information. 
Definitely sunk. 

OruDiv 22 

Tama- 

XISO 

Northern area. 

No late information. Ominato area, 
9/19. 

Unassisued _SA 

A2HI0AHA 

CHOKAZ 

MACill 

No information. 

No reoant information, ‘olcuaona 9/16 
Northern area. 

Unassigned CL 

xuj& 

YURA 

JUTORI 

KA5HII 

Indies area. 

No late information. Truk area 9/19. 
Truk area. 

Hongkong. 
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Ss&m l 

ADUkUMA 


DesDiv 6 
DesDiv 21 
DesDiv 24 
DesDiv 27 


DDDTaoYDRn 


No late information. Northern area 9/15. 
May be enroute Empire to Truk. 

Northern area. 

New Britain area. 

YUGUAfl in Truk area. BHIRAT SUYU In Palao, 
SnlGXJUR in Truk, ARlADi durj&ged. 



DesDiv 15 
DesDiv 16 
DesDiv 18 
DesDiv - 


PeaNon 3 

oiiNBAI 

DesDiv 11 
DesDiv 9 
DesDiv 20 

M 2 ^ 


DesDiv 2 
DesDiv 4 
DesDiv 8 


DesDiv 9 

mm 


DesDiv 22 


DesDiv 34 




DesDiv 23 
DesDiv 29 
DesDiv 30 





us sac 


10 


DesDiv 7 

DesDiv 10 
DesDiv 17 


k&baul area. 

No information. 

No late information. 

One unit in Aabaul area. 

2 units with CarDiv 2. One in Saipan 
area,! one northern area. 

Comdearon 3 in Solomons. 

Shortland - Gizo area. 

No late information. Probably Solomons. 
Shortlands. 

No late information. Probably Solomons. 

Coredecron 4 in Shortlands area. 

No definite information. 

Truk area. 

South of Truk. 

One unit Truk. One Yokaeuka. One un- 
looated. 

One unit Penang. Two unlooated. 


Ambon area, possibly escorting toward 
Truk. 

No lata information. Probably East 
Indies. 

Solomons. One unit ioarshalls. 


No late information. 

No information. 

Two units enroute to Knke. 
Two units New Guinea. 


In .^aboul area with otaka. 
Associated with CarDiv One. 
Aabaul area. 
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(Continued) 


UfU, I GIL. L 


DesDiv 1 
NeaLiv 31 
Desldv 13 
DeaLiv 32 
LesL'iV - 


Northern area. 

Truk None. 

Formosa area. 

Saigon area. 

One unit Aleutian*, two units 
Yokosuka. 


















^UBMAnlMDS 









ubKon 

SubDiv 


1 

15 


SubDiv 2 


SubDiv 4 


Two units Truk* Ons Saigon. 

Two units 8th fleet, two units 
Truk, one Jaluit* 

Unlocatod. 



iubDiv 7 

Subi iv 8 

ubAon 3 
rubbiv II 

SubDiv 12 


Two units 8th fleet, one unit 
Aleutians* 

One unit Jaluit. Two Empire* 


Two units 8th fleet area, three 
units Truk. 

One unit 8th fleet area, three 
units inspire. 


:Ub.lV 1 


9 



SubDiv 30 

EubRon 6 
Sub;, iv 13 


One unit 8th fleet, 2 units 
unplaced* 

Two units Saigon 


Throe units 8th fleet area. 


r> 



SubDiv 26 
SubDiv 33 


DubAon 

sufc'-'iT 


SubDiv 

SubDiv 


8 

I 

3 

14 





Two units Truk* 

Two units Aleutians, one Empire. 
Three units Aleutians. 


Three units Empire. 

One dnit Jaluit, Two Empire. 

Three units enroute Saigon to Kure* 


8th Fleet area - 

Truk 

Jaluit 

:^aigon 

Northern area - 
Enroute 
Empire 
Unknown 
Total 


12 

10 


3 

3 
6 

4 
13 
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AIH TfcNLiSRS 


AliCOKU HARU 
AKITSAFBIMA 
CHITO.'-K 
CHIYODA 
FUJIKAWA MARU 
003HU MriKU 
■5 HTHO MAHU 
KAWIKAWA MAHU 
KAMIT30 JV.RU 
Kamo I 

KAH*0 VAHU 
KATSUJO fc'ABU 
KIYOKAA >'AHU 
LYONS UARU 
NAGIFON mahu 
MAPUTO MAKU 
NIHON JlAiOJ 
NI SHUN MAHU 
HI; SHIN tAKD 
KOTO AO tlniiU 
OLITSU UkHU 
SALUKI k.iHU 
SANYO MAHU 
*5 SEIJU LAiiU 
SKNDAI UkSBB 
8BXXSB0 MARU 
TOKI MAHU 
f 2 TONAH KARU 


No late Information. Believed Rebaul area. 

No late Information. Believed New Britain area. 
Shortlands. 

Empire. 

No Information. 

Empire. 

No late information. 

Saipan area. 

No Information. 

Truk area. 

No Information. 

No information. 

Marshalls. 

No late information. 8th fleet area 9/19* 

No information. 

No late information, Truk-Paleu 9/17. 

Solomons 
Ha haul area. 

Kavieng area. 

New Britain. 

No information. 

Rabaul area. 

In-Truk area* £-**>4 Xi*~**-> &***-— 

No information. 

Rabaul• 

Ho information. 

No late information. Solomons 9/16. 

No definite information. 
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AIK 


ARKA DISTRIBUTION Of JA! l ANF£>E AIK FORCE 


ALEUTIANS 

While very little information is available, it is pos¬ 
sible to make a fair guess from the absence of Orange air 
activity that the Japanese do not have more than 25 planes 
in the Aleutians. The 5th Air Group still appears at Kiska. 
Attu Island, which with Kiska was rated as a seaplane base, 
now appears to have been abandoned. The land based VHB re¬ 
ported over <^dak in august have not appearod since. A lib¬ 
eral guess of Japanese air strength in this area by plane 



types is: 


2 - Kawanishl 97 four engine flying boats. 
5 * Float type reoonnaissanoe planes. 

10-15 - Float type 0VF. 

Total - 17-22 planes. 


IeU\LA5r_^/uAAi 



There is not sufficient information available to estimate 
the Japanese air atrength in this area. The 40th Air Group 
appears in this area and possibly also the 33rd Air Group and 
35th Air Group, which are eigher in Malay or the Dutch Last 
Indies. There is some slight indication that these groups may 
also move east. No other information on this area is available. 

DBTSh PAST INDIE:; ARf,A 

No recent information exists on the 23rd Air Flot which 
has been in this area except that from association it nay 
operate in the Solomons. The ooccander of Takao Air Group 
was still at Kendari 9/24 with a detachment of the group at 
Truk 9/22. 3rd Air Group lias not been heard from since be¬ 
lieved enroute New Britain about 9/12. The first attacks on 
Darwin since August 30th (27VF and 27 VHB) took place September 
25th (2 planes) and eptember 26th (3 VHB). The absence of 
Japanese air attacks in this area and the previously reported 
covenant of planes to Dew Britain make it probable that the 
former strength of about 45 V?' and 45 VHB has been greatly 
reduced. Reconnaissance of Koepang on September 23rd revealed 
2 VHB and of Dllli on September 24th and 25th revealed 1 VF 
and 4 VF respectively. 
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KZ'*: fiUlMLA hiiSA 

New Guinea must be considered with New Britain because 
Japanese TOB bombing rort Moresby and other Allied bases in 
thia area as a general rule operate from kab&ul airfields. 

Only VF and reconnaissance planes have been permanently 
based in hew Guinea. The 25th Air Flot still appears to be 
in oosmaand of New Guinea air operations, but the 21st Air Plot 
may also be operating some planes there. There is no recent 
information on 4th, Tainan and Yokohama ,iir Groups of the 
25th i.ir Division except that Yokohama seems to be arranging 
for flying boat replacements from the inspire. The Japanese 
air strength in this area pi*obably does not exoe^d: 

10 - Typ® 0W usually based at Lae or buna. 

10 - 12 - eoonnaissanoe seaplanes. 

2 - Kawanlehl 97 flying boats. 

27 - Mitsubishi types 96, 97, or 1 VKB operating 
from hahaul. 

Total 49-51. 

Fnroute: i robably one full fighter group of 45 type 
0Y7 is enroute hew Guinea to replaoe the 
heavy losses inflicted during August. 


U-,.L,u,4* - h. B-JTaIK - 

Mew Ireland is principally a supply, repair, and 
assembly base for planes cooing from the Jjapire or damaged 
in operations. The 21st Air Flot R.*. Is presently at Kavieng, 
and that Air Flot is associated with both the Solomons and 
New Guinea. The 26th Air Flot still appears to be the 00 m- 
tnander ;f air operations in the ol arson 3 ; while the 11th es- 
platepiv Is a most important seaplane oor^ md in that area. 

The 12th oa/J.ate^iv la also in the olor.ons. The 1th ir 
Fleet Commander appears to be in this area. The oox. nnder 
and a detachment of 6th .ir Group (probably VF) is in the 
ologons, while additional planes of this Group are being 
or are soon to be ferried from Klsaretsu to the south by the 
Yodor.awa ,..aru and the i-uiho. The 2nd Air Group and Ksnoya 
Air Group appear to be reoeiving >laues (probably VF) from 
Lav&o vis the Otaku . Toko .ir Group (VI ) is at 5 hortlands 
laland. 108th ir Group is at Kabaul. Other groups that 
may be in this area have not been heard during the pest week. 
The Japanese air strength in hew Ireland, exclusive of planes 
being assembled, repaired Mid forwarded to hew Hrituin and 
the .olomons, by jianes and types probably does not exceed: 

12-18 - enplanes - recounaiusance and float type VF. 

2 - Four engined VF. 

Total 14-20. 1062 
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Japanese planes by mucber and types in Hew Britain and 
the Coloeou3 probably do not exceed: 

45 - land type 0VF • 

24 - float type 0VP. 

24 * Reconnaissance seaplanes, 

12 - hawanishi 97 four engine VP. 

27 - Mitsubishi types 96, 97, or 1 VHB (exclusive 
of the 27 ViiB based at iUibaul end used to 
botch Port Moresby), 

Total - 132. 

Rnroute: Probably 45 type 0VIT. 

54 - Mitsubishi type 1 ViiB. 
a scattering of other types. 


MA3SKALLT GIUP .t?4 

The 24th Air Flot and its Groups, 1st, 14th, end Chitose, 
were this week placed on the alert for a U.S. offensive in 
this area. There is no speciflo recent information on these 
air ooramands, but they are shown still to be in the Marshalls. 
19th Air Group is still in the Marshalls and concerned with 
the Gilberts infiltrations. The total air strength in this 
area probably does not exceed: 

9-12 - Kawanishi 97 four engine VP. 

18-24 - -ieconnaiaaance seaplanes with soae 
possibly VF. 

54 - Mitsubishi types 96 and 1 VKB. 

50 - (ap rox.) type 0VF assigned to defense of 
airfields. 

Total: 131-1 40 . 

iinroute: Probably none. 
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AL-i FLOTi:.,^ r.iil »Xa GnOUDS 

NOTE; Air divisions are now termed Air Flotillas. The 21st - 
26th Air Divisions appear in this report as the 21st - 26th ir 
Flota. The 11th and 12th *ir Divisions, because they ars^see- 
plane tender units, are called, the 11th and 12th eapxatedivs. 

The nuaber of planes shown in any group is the largest 
number of planes known to have operated in that group at any 
time. 



11th yiir fleet - Cmdr. is very active in the c olorons, par¬ 
ticularly in connection with Guadalcanal. 
u»dr. may have been at Tenian 9/23. 

11th eaplatendiv - Important oom. and in olocions. II. • appears 
* to be at Shortlands. 


fo 



o 


12th Peaplatendiv - Also ap ears to be in Dolontons. 

21st Air Flot - H. . now at kavieng. Is receiving planes from 

Dhilippines and say already have operated some 
planes over Kew Guinea. Associated with both 
hew Guinea and olomons. 


K&noye Air Croup 


Toko Air Group 


,.7VP, 36VHB 


12 VP. flying 
boats 


22nd Air riot - No recent infomution. 
Vihoro nir Group 27VHB 


Oenzan Air Croup 


27VIID 


Cmdr. at Kavieng 
and group receiving 
planes from Dhilip- 
pines via Otaka. 

Comdr. at hortlands 
Is. Operating in 
Golomons. 


No recent information 
on location. Associated 
with Miaawa Air Group 
and may furnish it with 
planes. 

Tokyo to ^ruk for 
delivery 9/23* 


23rd Air Flot - From a.sociation is to operate in the olonons. 

3rd Air Group 45VF, 6V0 Ko recent information. 
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Takao Air Croup 

45VKB 

Coadr. At hendari 9/25. 
Detachment at Truk 9/22. 


24th Air ?lot - Marshalls 

s 



1st Air Group 

27VHB 

Still in Marshalls. 


14th Air Croup 

12VP flying 
boats; 3VJ 
transports. 

still in Marshalls. 


Chitose Air Group 

27VKB 

'till in Marshalls. 


25th Air Flot - Continues to be actively associated, with ?<ew 

Guinea and bases and commands there. 


4th Air Group 

27VHB 

Traffic routed by Tokyo 
to Truk for delivery 9/23. 
Unit probably south of 

Truk near Kabaul. 


Tainan Air Group 

45VF, 6V0 

n m 99 

0 

Yokohama Air Group 12VP flying Arranging for VI 3 to be 

boats, 6 float flown from Empire, 
type VP 

26th Air Flot - Remains very active in Solomons and in command of 

air operations there. 

O 

w 

6th Air Group 

VF and VB 

Coadr. and detachment in 
Hew Britain or Solomons. 

Other planes of the group 
about to leave Kisnatsu, 
probably on Zulho. 


Hisawa Air Group 

27VHB 

South of Truk. May reoeive 
reinforcements from Blhoro 
nir Croup. 


Klsaratsu Air Group 

27VHB 

Ho reoant information. 


2nd Air Group 

vy 

Associated with Danoya 

Air Group end Ctaka, and 
liay also be receiving 
planes from that vessel. 


5th Air Group 

!>ea planes 

T.till at Kiaka. 


17th Air Group 

Seaplanes 

Ho recent information. 
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19th All* Croup 


21st Air Croup 


Seaplanes 


Seaplanes? 


33rd Air Croup 


? 


s oro,w 

40th Air Croup 


? 


? 


108th Air Group 
252nd Air Croup 

O 

Saeki Air Croup 


Souplanes (?) 

? 

? 



Sasebo Air Group 


? 


Shlnohuohu Air Group Training Unit 

or VHB 


Suzuka Air Group 
Yokosuka Air Croup 

,/ wh 


? 

13 eaplanes 


Marshalls - Active in 
Gilberts infiltration. 

At Truk. Active with 
ferrying of pianos to 
Rab&ul area. 

Indicating possible 
shift to Rabaul. Hot clear 
whether this unit in 
Inspire, :ialay, or D£I. 

- robably in I*alay or 
DEI. Possible that shift 
to asbaul is scheduled. 

In itelay. loasible that 
shift to iiabaul is 
scheduled. 

At iiabaul. 

Appeared for first time, 
on 9/27 at Kisuratsu Air 
Station. 

In ?&mpire probably supply¬ 
ing looal air oover for 
southbound convoys. 

Detachment may have moved 
e uth and appears in 
association vith Habaul and 
Chartlends. 

Tokyo has routed traffic 
to both Truk and Takao for 
delivery. 

No recent information. 

!;ay be aboard Chitose in 
vicinity of Lhortlands. 
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Japanese air plane losses 

( ept. 19-26th incl.) 


6 


SOLOaOMS - Destroyed - Float Type VF - 7 (also 3 probable. 

Kecoo. Floatplanes - 4* 

Damaged - kecoo. Floatplanes - 3. 

HEW GUINEA - Destroyed - Land type VF - 1, 

TlliOh - Destroyed - Land type VF - 2 (probable). 

ALEUTIANS - Destroyed - Float Type VF - 7* 

Total - Destroyed - Float Type VF - 14 (3 probable) 



Land type VF - 1 (2 probable) 
Recoo. Floatplanes - 4. 


Damaged - kecoo. Floatplanes - 3* 


O 




o 
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COMBAT INTBILIOJaiCE 
FaOETEXITCH NAVAL DISTRICT 



r\ 


'■N 


O 

OF r'J.:>-■■ k OF &-TL»fc A h k7. 19L2 

AitW - 


Attu and niska. oadio traffic has indicated that some¬ 
thing abnormal is in progress bare, and it has been interpreted 
to be that the enemy Xbroes are withdrawing. aerial visual 
reconnaissance of Attu by Task Force ight revealed no si&is 
of enemy and all works abandoned. Traffic has connected the 
liaizuru No. 3 Special Landing Faroe, which was part of the 
occupation force, with the Aabaul area, - ros.ure in the 
Solomons and the isolated position of the Attu - Kiake forces 
say account ibr this withdrawal. 

UIB&BT5 - 


Islands occupied by the No. 2 Combined handing Force, the 
Yokosuka No. 3 Speoial Landing Force and Yokosuka No. 6 Special 
Lauding Foroe, plus additional antiaircraft troops, guard units, 
eto. 


Beru 

kalna 

Tarawa 



BRITAIN - 


.-.aided on 26th and probably occupied. 
Oooupled. 

Oooupied. 



xiadio traffic indicates a steady influx of re inforoements 
for the Solomons area. Information is insufficient to make a 
new estimate to replace last week’s figure of troop strength, 
but it is probable that more troops have arrived there. 

The following units are at, or are oonneoted with, tabaul: 


17th ^rmy Division (part here, part at Buna and part in 
Guadalcanal). 


Davao 1st Landing Force (Army) is sending amphibious troops 
to Aabaul. 


8th Ease Foroe is main identified Naval garrison of Aebaul 
and adjacent areas. 



iiabaul--- 30,000 to 35,000 

Foado-Ulamoao 

Goscata-’Mllaumez 

Peninsula -------------- 3,000 (old estimate) 


o 
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COMBAT IKTELLIOHNCE 
FOURTEENTH NAVAL DISTRICT 


N£n GCIfiRA - 

r> Buns-Guns-Kokoda-ifogi area - Occupied toy .Tasebo No. 5 

V: , Dpeolal Landing Force, Yokosuka No. 5 pecial Landing Force, 
and unite of the 17th Army Division (cavalry and probably 
Infantry) - Total troopa --------- 5,000 to 6,000. 

Lae-iJarkham Valley area ------- 2,000 to 3,000. 

;alamoua - Busaa hirer area — - - - 2,000. 

l;ubo (oavalry patrols) ------- 900 . 



iiilne Bay 


NEW Xi-SUMS - 


remnants of Eure No. 3 
.pecial sanding Force. 


This area is under the 8th Base Force. 


Kavieng - -- -- -- -- -- -- -- 800. 

Hereaindor of island and nearby islands are guarded by 
patrols and small detachments therefrom. 

30L0M3N8 - 


Reinforcements are bound for this area. The main unite 
headed there are the totizuru No. 4 Tpedal Landing Force 
(probably destined to go there) and the Sasebo No. 6 Landing 
Force, which is in transports in the Thortlanda area. 



Bougainville ------ - --- -- 1,600. 

buin-Kaiai -- ---------- - 200. 

Oizo Island - -- -- -- -- - - -- 300. 


Cu&dalcanal 

(Taivu Point) ----- - - - - - 1,400. 

(Cape Eaperanoa) - -- -- -- -- - 1,200 


Traffic has indieatec considerable activity at Kamlnbo Bay 
(not ahown on H.0* Chart Causae. No. 1689, but it is a bay be- 
V tween aul hoals and Fish beef and is about 3 miles west of 
Cape Asperunoe). This bay is the main landing place for rein¬ 
forcements and supplies for the Cape spe ranee Force. At present 
this force is repeating supplies of food as their stuples are 
sufficient for five days. 




The Taivu Point Force apparently consist© of Navy troops 


under the command of lieutenant Kawaguchi. 
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SOLOMONS (Contd) - 


COKBaT IKTaLLIQJKOK 
FOURTEENTH HAVmL DISTRICT 



The Cape -speranoe Foroe is «aue up of Navy troops, ace 
battalion (Aoba Unit) of army and a pioneer unit. Lieutenant 
Kawamoto is in charge of tne navy there. 


Dalai ta - Small ciete client total ------ ioo 

Santa Isabel 

(Mufu Point) - -- -- -- -- - ..... 150 

(Vikanara Point) - - --...-- j,qo 

(iiekata Lay) -- - ------- - - - - 10 G 





Total Troops --48,850 to 55,850 

LOCATION of specific UKits 

Naval Special Landing Forces (each about 1200 men ) 

£2 Combined---Gilberts. 

Kura No. 3 ---------- - Parts at Guadalcanal and 

Dilne Hay. 

Kure Mo. 5 - -- -- -- -- -- Guadalcanal 

Vaizuru No. 1. -------- - No information. 

Dai sum No. 2---- - — - - - No information. 

Maizuru No. 3 - - * - - - - -- - ;as at 1 iska now may be 

bound for liabaul. 

iiaizuru No. 4--- —--May be bound for Guadal¬ 

canal. 

asebo No. 1 ---------- No information. 

asefco No.2 ----------No information. 

asebo No. 3 ----------No information. 

Sasebo No. 5- -At Buna. 

Sasebo No.6 ---------- In transports in Short- 

lands area. 

Sasebo No. 8 - -- -- -- -- - .ay be in hanghai. 

Yokosuka No. 3 --------- Gilberts area. 

Yokosuka No. 4 - -- -- -- -- in Taka (Formosa) on 23?d. 

Yokosuka No. 5 --------- buna. 

Yokosuka No. 6 --- - Gilborts. 


AfttiY UNITS 



16th Division 


17th Division - -- -- -- - - - 
Davao I peclal landing Farce - - - 


No new information but was 
conn?, cted with Ambon and 
Palau. 

Parts at - Guadalcanal-tuna- 
isubo-;iabaul • 

ending amphibious troops to 
Lahaul. 
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ESTIMATE OF ENEMY CAPABILITIES 

October 1, 1942. 


1. Preliminary . 

Much of the Estimate of Enemy Capabilities for the 
month of August continues to remain valid and is not repeated. 

2 • Brief of Events during September. 1942. 

SOUTH PACIFIC. 


The SARATOGA was torpedoed on August 30 and proceeded 
to PEARL for repair. On September 5 the SOUTH DAKOTA hit a 
pinnacle rock at BLEACHER and also came to PEARL for repair. 

On the 16th the VASP was hit and sunk by Submarine torpedoes 
and the NORTH CAROLINA received one torpedo hit and proceeded 
to PEARL for repair. 

In the Southern SOLOMONS our position has been 
strengthened by landing the 7th Marines on GUADALCANAL. Plane 
strength there is now nearly at a satisfactory level. The 
maintenance of logistic supply to the TULAGI area continued 
to be difficult. On September 29th the ALHENA was torpedoed 
leaving GUADALCANAL. We have been unable to prevent the Japs 
from bombarding our positions and from landing troops on either 
flank of the Marine GUADALCANAL position. Jap bonb lng of the 
position has been almost completely prevented. 

The enemy mopped up the GILBERTS Islands and landed 
small garrisons on the main Islands. 

On September 13th enemy major forces made their only 
appearance In reach of our search to the east and north of the 
SOLOMONS. The enemy turned back before our land-based air 
could attack with satisfactory results and before our striking 
forces could reach them. 

Large enemy reinforcements to the RABAUL area con¬ 
tinued throughout the month. Except in NEW GUINEA and the 
landings on GUADALCANAL, they remain in the general RABAUL area. 
Indications continued that they were assembling forces for an 
all out effort in the South Pacific. 

During the month it has become almost certain that 
RYUJO was sunk on August 24th. On September 28th one of our 
submarines probably badly damaged one carrier. Planes have re¬ 
ported hitting cruisers, destroyers, and auxiliaries but the 
amount of damage done is uncertain. 
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The enemy used the FAISI-BUIN area as an assembly 
point for cruisers, destroyers, transports and other auxil¬ 
iaries. This area was the jump off point for troop carrying 
destroyers bound for GUADALCANAL. Airfields at KAVIENG, BUKA, 
and KIETA were being improved. 

The Japs advanced over the OWEN STANLEY mountain 
range in Eastern NEW GUINEA to within about 15 miles of the 
PORT MORESBY airfields. At that point allied resistance 
stiffened, and by the end of the month the enemy was retreat¬ 
ing. At MILNE BAY the enemy landed in some force but were 
unable to capture the airfield, and later withdrew. 

CENTRAL PACIFIC. 


The area was generally quiet during the month. Good 
progress was made in strengthening defenses at MIDWAY. Those 
defenses will serve as a model for JOHNSTON, PALMYRA and CANTON. 

Our submarines have been very successful in destroy¬ 
ing enemy shipping but the numbers on patrol in enemy home 
waters continues small. 

NORTH PACIFIC. 


The airfield on ADAK was first used on the 11th, and 
the first phase of the FIREPLACE operation was completed on 
September 20th. The Army has placed a garrison on ST. PAUL 
Island and plans to garrison TANAGA Island. Each time weather 
has permitted, KISKA has been successfully bombed and strafed 
from the new field at ADAK. The Japs have evacuated ATTU and 
AGGATU. 


3. The Situation. 

(a) Enemy. For the past six or seven weeks the Japs 
have been assembling planes, troops and ships in the general 
RABAUL area. There are no indications whatever of a move in 
any other direction. 

While the Japs may wish to start such an effort in 
the near future, there is evidence that they are having their 
troubles. Our planes and submarines are taking increasing 
toll of their forces. On GUADALCANAL our Marir.es invariably 
have thrown back attackers with heavy enemy losses. The Japs 
may have lost the services of 3 CV, 1 BB, several cruisers, 
destroyers and auxiliaries during the month. Their aircraft 
losses have been heavy in August and September. All this has 
definitely slowed up their preparations. 
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An estimate of Japanese strength in the Pacific as 
of September 28, 1%2 is appended. 

The enemy is copying our communication methods with 
good success. As a result, we continue to be unaole to read 
his mail to any great extent. 

(b) Own . We retain TF-1 at PEARL for the purpose of 
breaking up any enemy landing in the HAWAIIAN SEA FRONTIER. 

As of Octooer 1st the ENTERPRISE, SARATOGA, SOUTH DAKOTA, and 
NORTH CAROLINA are under repair at PEARL. With them are’cruiser 
and destroyer escorts. The ENTERPRISE group can reach the 
SOLOMONS area by about the middle of October. In the South 
Pacific TF-17 waits in port for a suitable target. 

While we think that our OAHU-MIDWAY line is vulner¬ 
able to raids, there seems little probability of a major land¬ 
ing. The battleships at PEARL probably could prevent a land¬ 
ing in the area. This situation will improve when more air 
striking forces, properly trained and indoctrinated, are 
stationed in the Hawaiian Islands. 

The situation in the ALEUTIANS is obscure. It has 
always been hard to understand how Japan could profit much in 
the occupation of KISKA and ATTU. Complete evacuation there 
would be no surprise. Meanwhile TF-8 will continue to cover 
Army seaborne movements while remaining ready to strike any 
enemy within reach. 

While the situation in the South Pacific has im¬ 
proved considerably in the past month, it is far from satis¬ 
factory. We are strengthening our positions in the Southern 
SOLOMONS but the logistic and personnel replacement programs 
remain to be put on a satisfactory basis. It is hoped that 
the Army 43rd Division can relieve the Marines in the TULAGI 
area soon, but probably not during October. No additional 
marines will arrive in the area until after the end of the 
month. The harbors at NOUMEA and ESPIRITU SANTO are overcrowded 
and unloading facilities are most primitive. Measures to im¬ 
prove this condition will hardly be effective in October. Un¬ 
loading facilities in the TULAGI area are meagre, and to date 
we have been unable to provide adequate protection for our AKs 
during the unloading period. There are no planes in sight to 
take care of combat and operational losses in the area beyond 
about October 30th. The airfield at GUADALCANAL with necessary 
facilities such as underground gas storage, dispersal areas, 
repair facilities, etc., will not be complete during October. 

It is, however, now in good use. 
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Our submarine offensive against the Jap trade in 
her own waters continues at a low ebb because of the shortage 
of Pacific Fleet Submarines, which is aggravated by necessary 
diversions of boats to ALASKA and the MANDATES. In October 
we hope to commence laying mines In focal points of Jap trade. 

4. Threats to Japan. 

The UNITED STATES continues to be the only real 
threat to Japan. The start of our offensive in the South 
Pacific evidently has caused serious repercussions, and prob¬ 
ably cuased the enemy to abandon plans In any other theatre 
until that threat is removed. There is good reason to believe 
that our own offensive nipped in the bud the Jap plan to cut 
our lines of communications to AUSTRALIA. As our greatest 
threat to Japanese Interests now is via the South Pacific, it 
seems most unlikely that they will move toward INDIA or SIEERIA 
or toward any other place in the Pacific until their South 
Pacific flank is secured. 

HAWAII Is always a threat to Japan in that it is an 
advanced base for supplies and operations. They will always 
desire to damage our MIDWAY-OAHU-SAMOA line in order to decrease 
our overall Pacific capabilities. 

It does not seem probable that Japan takes the 
threat from the UNITED STATES via the ALEUTIANS very seriously. 

Whether Japt< knows It or not, they need have no fear 
from AUSTRALIA at the moment. The Australians do not even 
feel sure of being able to hold NEW GUINEA now. However, Japan 
knows that eventually large forces can get underway from AUS¬ 
TRALIA and threaten seriously all of their gains inside the 
MALAY BARRIER. 

GREAT BRITAIN, at present, is unable to threaten 
Japan's Indian Ocean Front. That front only can become danger¬ 
ous when GREAT BRITAIN is free of her commitments in EUROPE and 
the Near East. 

Today RUSSIA is entirely too occupied with GERMANY 
to permit her to open the SIBERIAN front. But should the GERMAN 
situation change radically in favor of the RUSSIANS, there would 
be a chance of a threat by opening SIBERIAN air bases to the 
Allies. It is significant that RUSSIA has opened a radio chan¬ 
nel with us and has finally begun an exchange of Information. 

Because of the many uncertainties throughout the 
world today It is hard to speculate very far into the future. 
Suffice to say that for October Japan considers our activities 
in the SOLOMONS her major threat while still remaining very 
sensitive to possible moves for bombing the Empire. i rj7 
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5. Broad Courses of Action. 


There is overwhelming evidence that the enemy's in¬ 
tention is to try to cut us off from AUSTRALIA and then capture 
or neutralize that continent. 

Other broad courses of action within enemy capabili¬ 
ties remain the same as for September, and include: 

(a) An attempt to capture MIDWAY. y 

(b) An extension in the ALEUTIANS. 

(c) An attack on Western AUSTRALIA/ 

(d) Raids on our positions from MIDWAY to NOUMEA./ 

(e) An offensive toward INDIA. 

(f) An attack on RUSSIA. 

6. Most Probable Enemy Intention. 

The enemy's most probable next moves are the recapture 
of the Southern SOLOMONS, and the extension of control in NEW 
GUINEA. 


It now seems that the effort in the SOLOMONS and in 
NEW GUINEA will be in the nature of a gradual infiltration 
followed by a major assault. Whether the final effort in the 
SOLOMONS will be concurrent with that in NEW GUINEA is not 
known. 


Before any grand assault we can expect the following 
to continue: 

(a) Submarine reconnaissance in the SOLOMONS AREA 

and along our lines of communications to the South. 

While the submarines may now have the primary duty of 
reconnaissance, it has been shown that they can and will attack 
important targets. During October the enemy is estimated to be 
capable of maintaining no less than twenty submarines in the 
area for this purpose. It is indicated a total of 52 submarines 
could be made available for this duty. 

(b) Air attacks on our positions and shipping 1 ; using 

shore based air. 


Our recent successes in repelling bombing attacks on 
GUADALCANAL has reduced the enemy capacity to continue this 
form of attack, but has not eliminated the danger. 
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As of October 1st the following shore based air is 
indicated as in or enroute to the NEW BRITAIN-SOLOMONS area 
and could be made available for this duty: 

108 - VHB 
90 - VP 

To these it is possible to add, from the MARSHALLS and GILBERTS, 
about:- 

54 - VHB 
50 - VF 

It is difficult to estimate the ability of the enemy 
to maintain such levels In the area as that ability depends on 
rate of losses and other circumstances. If losses are exessive 
they v/ould have great difficulty. 

(c) Occasionally shell our shore positions in the 

SOLOMONS. 


This has been possible in the past and will undoubt¬ 
edly continue. The shelling usually takes place at night and 
may be incidental to landing of small numbers of infiltration 
troops. 


As many as 16 cruisers could be made available for 
this duty but only If the usual striking force escort were to 
be employed. The same situation applies to eighteen Desdivs 
estimated in the TRUK-RABAUL area on October 1st. While no 
such numbers are believed possible, the main thing Is that 
there are ample cruisers and destroyers for this job. Sub¬ 
marines may be employed likewise also. 

If we are able to cause sufficient losses to the 
enemy cruisers and destroyers at their jump off points, and 
enroute, it seems probable that operations of this type will 
cease to be profitable. 

(d) Attacks in the general area from ESPIRITU SANTO. 

north, on our transports, freighters and escorts. 

both day and night; especially while unloading. 

or at anchor. 

These attacks are always to be expected from sub¬ 
marines. It is quite possible that the enemy will employ 
cruisers, destroyers, and motor torpedo boats, if he thinks 
circumstances warrant. Should he detect a large enough target 
within reach of a CV or BB striking force he may attempt a 
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raid. However, it does not seem likely that he will risk any 
major striking force within reach of our effective shore based 
^•Tr. The most likely attempt would be to make a high speed 
attack with cruisers or destroyers based on advance information 
of our movements. 

During the all out attack we should expect carrier 
raids on our advance positions such as ESPIRITU SANTO and ROSES 
to break up our line of supply. The all out attack most prob¬ 
ably would include a determined effort to neutralize the 
GUADALCANAL airfield. 

As matters now stand, it does not seem necessary for 
ORANGE to employ carriers to cover the landing of troops on 
the east coast of NEW GUINEA. The Japs have the capacity to 
make a large landing on eastern NEW GUINEA, and at the same 
time make an assault on the Southern SOLOMONS. If they con¬ 
tinue to land sizeable forces at night on GUADALCANAL they will 
build up a force which can assist in an assault by attacking 
on all sides of our position there at the same time. If this 
were a night attack they would hardly emoloy carriers to cover 
the landing at GUADALCANAL. 

When and if an all out attack occurs it seems most 
probable that:- 

(1) The landing will be at night, the transports, 
barges, etc., escorted by cruisers and destroyers. 

(2) CV striking forces covered by BB groups and 
preceded by submarine scouts will attack our air¬ 
fields, shipping,and installations at BUTTON and 
possibly ROSES. 

(3) SANTA CRUZ Islands will be occupied if we 
are not already there, - in which case the enemy 
would be expected to attack that position. 

There are many varieties of such an operation and 
it would only be a guess to set down details. 

V. In spite of the fact that enemy intentions appear 
clear it is desirable to list other operations within the 
capacity of the enemy during October. 

Our estimate of enemy locations shows that it is 
possible to concentrate sizeable forces almost any place in 
the Pacific Ocean Areas during October. We know that the 
great part of hi3 Navy is serviceable and that logistic and 
other considerations make it possible for him to do much harm 
in widely separated places. While the following are not con¬ 
sidered probable they are discussed briefly. 
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(a) A raid on PEARL HARBOR. 

At the moment fine targets are presented at PEARL. 

Our defenses have improved but there is no assurance that a 
well timed raid could not get in. We might well suppose that 
the cost to the enemy would not be acceptable. On the other 

hand, if he could hit our ships in dry dock and our tank farms 

he might be willing to accept anything our Army air could give 

him. We have not, on October 1st, a force adequate to repel a 

strong carrier raid. Nor will we be able to meet 4 enemy CV 
groups in the HAWAIIAN area on equal terms during the month. 

But to make such a raid the Japs would have to give 
up or postpone any powerful attack in the SOLOMONS. They could 
do this; and because of the RI situation we would hardly find 
out what was up until too late. 

Although this is again stated as not probable, the 
mere possibility indicates stiffening- the search and alertness 
conditions^at least until the enemy further commits himself. 

It must be remembered that major forces have not been located 
for some time. 

(b) A raid on MIDWAY or JOHNSTON. 


Such an operation would be in the nature of a 
diversion, but unless made in strength which he can hardly 
afford at this time, there would be little profit in the ad¬ 
venture . 


(c) At attempt to capture MIDWAY. 


This has been a Jap objective and still must 
figure in their plans. While he must know that we have im¬ 
proved our defenses there, he may think that his moves in the 
South Pacific have diverted sufficient forces to permit success 
on the second attempt. 

(d) Light raids on our staging points south of OAPIU. 

These are always within enemy capabilities. In 
fact they are easily possible as a diversion now. 
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October 3rd Cont’d. 


The central pacific was quiet. The BBs of TP 1 are 
at sea off OAHU for training and will return to PEARL tomorrow. 


No changes of enemy deployments were noted. 
October Lth . 


W 


So far as is known TF 17 did not attack shinning in the 
BQIN area today as planned. Bad weather may oe the reason. The 
COPAHEE will fly in reinforcements of VFs to GUADALCANAL during 
the coming week. The enemy continues to land reinforcements at 
GUADALCANAL during the night from destroyers. It is not known 
here why our surface forces have been unable to break this up. 


In his 2 part 050211 General MacArthur explains his 
need for a minimum of 30 fleet submarines in his area. These 
cannot be supplied by Cincpac without severe reduction of patrols 
off JAPAN. 

The occupation of the PRI3IL0FS was completed. Midget 
subs on a marine railway were seen at KISKA. 


As the old BBs of TF 1 urgently require modernization, 
Cincpac will recommend a program to start in the near future. 
Among other things, the removal of the 5"/51 battery, conning 
tower, and boat cranes is to be accomplished. 


There are no changes noted in enemy deployments. 
October 5th. 






Admiral Nimitz returned from his inspection trip in the 
South Pacific. In general he feels that the situation is favorable. 
He desires continual pressure on the Japs to prevent them from 
thinking of adventures in other areas and to prevent them from 
getting set to re-capture the Southern SOLOMONS. There are quite 
a few rough soots in the South Pacific set up. The expeditious 
handlying of supplies is the greatest need at the present. 
Communications are poor, - the Japs have not yet been prevented 
from landing troops on GUADALCANAL. This later fault may be 
corrected by Admiral Scott when he arrives in the area (see 
Comsopac 051202 pink for operations of CTF 64) 


No word has been received regarding the planned attack 
on the shipping in the BUIN-FAISI area by TF 17. The weather may 
have prevented air operations. Reports of that area Indicate that 
all ships left the area yesterday but returned in greater numbers 
to-day. 


Com Gen 1st Marines 032201 gives a summary of his 
activities on the 3rd. 
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October 5th (Cont't) 


It seems probable that our occupation of FUNAFUTI has 
been discovered by the enemy as one of his 4 engine patrol 
planes was sighted from there. 

CTF-8 052030 gives the results of an Army bombing of 
KISKA on the 3rd. In the ALEUTIANS the CALDWELL was damaged in 
a collision with the SPICA and will have to be docked. 

There is no new of Jap deployments. . 

\j^ 

October 6th. 

At his regular morning conference, which was attended 
by General Emmons and Vice Admirals Halsey, Leary and Calhoun, 
Admiral Nimitz recounted his visit to the South Pacific in con¬ 
siderable detail. The jist of the remarks was to the effect 
that the general situation is not bad and the many difficulties 
are being overcome gradually. 

Comsopac 070306 pink -requests one army regiment, for 
use at GUADALCANAL. He also expresses his desire to increase 
the army garrison at ESPIRITU SANTO to strength of one infantry 
regiment. 


Cominch 062000 questions the employment of VF at 
CHRISTMAS, TONGATABU and CANTON. Cincpac believes that plenty 
of VFs should be in advanced areas. 

Comsopac 051226 gives the summary for the 4th and 
CTF-17 062114 gives results of the bombing of the BUIN area. 

At that place results were modest, probably because of adverse 
weather. 


Task Force 17 has been ordered by Comsopac to operate 
generally between NEW ZEALAND and AUSTRALIA. Thus that force 
is a running sub target and is too far south to be used offen¬ 
sively. The Cincpac would be pleased to see that force at 
anchor in ESPIRITU SANTO until needed for further offensive 
operations. 

Task Force 64 has been ordered by Comsopac to operate 
to the south and east of GUADALCANAL. As it has the job of 
breaking up the enemy landings at GUADALCANAL, it looks like 
it is poorly placed. A better initial position would be gen¬ 
erally to the westv/ard of GUADALCAN. 

The ALHENA arrived at ESPIRITU SANTO where an examin¬ 
ation of her damage is being made. This again demonstrates 
the need of salvage vessels in the active areas. 

CTF-8 reports an unsuccessful attack on a freighter 
north of KISKA by three B-24s. 
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October 6th (Cont’d) 



Continued lack of information regarding enemy moves 
because of call sign changes makes it difficult to make good 
predictions regarding the timing of enemy moves. However, 
there is nothing to indicate that he has abandoned the idea 
of recapturing the Southern SOLOMONS as soon as possible. 

October 7. 




The day was generally quiet. In the South Pacific 
the usual movement* of cruisers and destroyers were sighted by 
our search planes in the Central and North SOLOMONS Area. 

Admiral Ghormley's 061410 summarizes the 5th and 6th of October. 

The query concerning the uses of fighters in rear 
positions which was made by Cominch is partially answered by 
Comsopac 081229 pink and Cincpac 080333 pink. 

CTF-17 does not believe his ships were sighted on his 
recent trip to bomb the BUIN area. 

An examination of the ALHENA shows that she will re¬ 
quire docking. 

TF-8 072025 gives the results of bombing KISKA on the 
6th. Results were minor. 


Call sign recoveries still do not permit traffic 
analysis. This condition may improve during the next month. 
As long as this condition continues we will not expect much 
from RI. 




1081 














October 8. 





Comsopac 081326 gives the summary in his area for 
the 7th. The daily arrival of troop carrying destroyers at 
GUADALCANAL continues in spite of our air attacks. During 
the afternoon of the 7th one CA was reported hit by one 
bomb and one torpedo. The repeated movement of enemy light 
vessels into range of our shore based air despite recent^ 
damage is an indication of the determination of the enemy 
to land troops and supplies on GUADALCANAL. Large numbers 
of cruisers, destroyers, and auxiliaries in the SHORTLANDS 
area show that place as the advanced jump off point. TF-64 
is not yet in position to intercept these approaching ships. 

Rear Admiral Turner will command an expedition to 
land an Army regiment at GUADALCANAL and is scheduled to 
arrive there the 13th. TF-61, 63 and 64 will cover the move. 

On the 15th the VIREO, JAMESTOWN, a MTB division will arrive 
and be stationed in the TULAGI area. 

TF-1 continues at PEARL, conducting training off 
OAHU and prepared to repel landings in the HAWAIIAN area. 
TF-16 is preparing to sail for the South Pacific on about 
the 16th. 


TF-8 is quiet. It has been suggested to Cominch 
that the LOUISVILLE of that force be sent to the Southwest 
Pacific to replace the CHICAGO. 

Traffic analysis of the enemy is still not possible. 
However, sightings in the NEW BRITAIN - SOLOMONS Area shov/s 
the presence of a good number of cruisers, destroyers, trans¬ 
ports, freighters and miscellaneous smaller types. The major 
units are not located by any means, but 4 BB and 3 CVs with 
screening vessels are believed in the TRUK - RABAUL general 
area. 

October 9 


Comsopac 071246 gives a summary of operations. These 
are new two days late, but intercepts here keep us well informed 
The pressure by air attacks on the enemy shinning in the central 
SOLOMONS continues with gratifying results. However, the in¬ 
ability of our surface groups to intercept the enemy apnroach- 
ing GUADALCANAL is disappointing. It is hoped that MTBs arriv¬ 
ing in the area the 12th or 13th will be able to get in some 
attacks. 


The CHICAGO will be renlaced by a CA from the Pacific 

Fleet. 

The Commandant, Marine Corns, will send 20 officers 
and 1000 recruits monthly to SAMOA to nrovide renlacements in 
the South Pacific. 
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Cincpac File No. 


UNITED STATES PACIFIC FLEET 
FLAGSHIP OF-THE COMMANDER IN CHIEF 


Octobar 10, 1942 


MEMORANDUM FOR WAR PLANS: 


Subject: Suggested Changes In Air Strength — Alaska. 

1. The Army (ELEVENTH Air Force) now have in 

Alaska: 

146 Fighters 

50 Medium bombers (including 22 attached from 

R.C.A.F.) 

28 H eavy bombers 
224 Total 

As components of the ELEVENTH Air Force these aircraft are not 
within the jurisdiction of CinCPac. Aside from this fact, however, 
the present strength oan certainly not be called a generous pro¬ 
vision to resist sudden attaok or to maintain present soale of 
effort against the onemy. 

2. The area of Alaska is provided with a fairly adequate 
airways system permitting the ready transfer of all types of air¬ 
craft throughout the area. This has the effect of reducing the 
over-all total required to maintain an adequate defense. Unless 

and until some important change occurs in the strategic situation,-#*—* 
it is recommended that the present Army air strength be maintained. 

3. The Navy now has in Alaska a total of 

12 F4F-4 Fighters (ex-COPAHEE) 

35 PBY-5 and FBY-5A Patrol Planes (PatWing 4) 

These latter oomprise 4 squadrons of which it is the indicated 
intention of ComPatV/ing /UiTfc. to return one squadron to the West 
Coast during the bad winter weather period beginning about 
1 November. 

4. Again considering the importance of the area, 
it is considered decidedly unwise to reduoe the patrol plane 
strength available there. In the event of a threat fj;om the 
westward the Defense Foroes would undoubtedly rely Completely 
on Navy VP planes for search operations. Dependence could not 
be properly placed on aircraft of this type, if available, being 
flown up from the West Coast after the threat had developed. 
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Cincpac File No. UNITED STATES PACIFIC FLEET 

FLAGSHIP OF THE COMMANDER IN CHIEF 

o 

Subject: Suggested Changes in Air Strength — Alaska. 


5. On the other hand, the basing of carrier type 

fighters in the Alaskan Area is not Justified except to meet 
some immediate urgency. That situation has long since ceased 
to exist and the Navy fighters should accordingly be returned 
to their normal employment in the carrier force at the earliest 
possible date. 



R. A. 0F3TTE 




O 
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PROPOSED REDUCTION OF NORTHERN FORCE 


&■ 


October 11, 1942. 


4 


1. The Northern Force, Task Foroe EIGHT, was formed by ' 
direction of Comlnoh to oppose an expected enemy major attack 
against Dutch Harbor and possibly Alaska. The composition and 
force commander are as assigned by Cincpao who was governed 
largely by the restriction of employing forces which had not 
been sent to the Coral Sea. 

2. Though the enemy occupied three Western Aleutians, no 
major enemy threat developed. In fact he soon reduced his sur¬ 
face forces to a very weak nucleus and has never been able to 
maintain aircraft of suitable types and numbers to constitute 
much of a threat. He has now abandoned ATTU and AGATTU and is 
beaten down regularly at KISKA by strong air attacks. He is 
deeply involved in the South Pacific and we have every hope of 
keeping him so. 

3. Therefore there is little liklihood of a strong enemy 
effort in the Northern area for some time to come. Feasible 
operations of the enemy appear to be: 

(a) Air operations from KISKA employing seaplane types, 
and, if he is able to complete a landing field, land planes. 
(The feasibility of completing a field suitable for heavy 
bombers i3 very doubtful.) 

(b) Submarine patrols off our bases and on our line of 
communications. 

(c) Cruiser raids for bombardment and against our com¬ 
munications. (Destroyers might be used if fueled at KISKA.) 

(d) Mining off our bases and/or to deny unoccupied 
base sites. 

(e) Commando raids. 

4. Our air base at ADAK may be considered to be well 
established and is held by a strong garrison (11000). A strong¬ 
ly held outpost (4000) is being placed on TANAGA and another 
(about 2000) on the PRIBIIDFS. There may be a garrison and 
fighter strip on ATKA. These and the Army aircraft appear 
ample to handle the minor activities the enemy may undertake, 
with the exception of submarine and surface raider attacks on 
communications. Wp should also keep some pressure with our 
submarines on the enemy's communications. Now that there is 
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PROPOSED REDUCTION OF NORTHERN FORCE 

only one terminal for enemy shipping the number of submarines 
which oan be profitably employed in this way has been decreased. 
Also any defensive deployment of submarines would have little 
chance of encountering targets. 

5. A factor not yet mentioned is the weather. This will 
have a tendency to decrease all operations, and will shortly 
prevent operation of seaplanes. 

6. This all leads to the conviction that the Northern 
Foroe should be reduced and perhaps abolished as such. Enemy 
submarine action is regarded as certain. Therefore A/S escorts 
must be provided. 

(a) It is considered that Rear Admiral Theobald’s 
estimate on the number required must be obtained and given full 
consideration. 

(b) The threat of surface raiders is so small that 
there is doubt whether any cruisers should be left in the area. 

If, say two, were based at PEARL they could act as effectively 
against raiders as they could from KODIAK. 8" cruisers would be 
preferred. We need the 6" for our night work against Japanese 
light forces in the GUADALCANAL area. 

(o) Navy aircraft should be reduced. 95 is studying 
this. Compatwing FOUR has recently made proposals for a rota¬ 
tion of squadrons. 

(d) C ( omsubpac will make recommendations as to submarines. 
The S-boats offer quite a problem. There are nine of them being 
rotated between GAN DIEGO and DUTCH HARBOR. They have been very 
ineffective but they may have been "pepped up" some and have not 
been able to demonstrate it because of lack of targets. In any 
case, If we remove all large submarines we would be decreasing 

our submarine strength there much more than mere numbers would 
show. There Is only one good submarine "beat" and that is the 
vioinity of KISKA. The S-boats ought to be able to handle it, 
but perhaps we should keep one oertainly effective unit on sta¬ 
tion in the ALEUTIANS. With such a reduction it must be deter¬ 
mined whether Captain Colclough will continue to be needed. 

(e) Should the Northern Foroe be abolished and Rear 
Admiral Theobald be withdrawn? I believe the regular sea fron¬ 
tier command set-up can handle the reduced forces. If "fleet 
opposed invasion" status Is continued it should be made con¬ 
sistent with other sea frontiers - Navy control Army bombers and 
scouts; Army control the fighters. 
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October 9 (Continued) 

Ten EC2 type ships will be sent to the South Pacific 
at the rate of three per month, starting October. 

KISKA was bombed again on the 8th as shown in CTF 8 

100150. 

No changes in enemy plans or intentions are noted to¬ 
day. Jap interest continues to center in the NEW BRITAIN - -f ,- 

SOLOMONS area. O' 

October 10. 


Shortly before midnight TF-G4.2 intercepted an enemy 
force thought to contain 2 cruisers and 6 destroyers west of SAVO 
Island. Restults are not in yet. During the day the Japs made 
strong but harmless bombing attacks on GUADALCANAL. Their plane 
losses were roughly the ratio 4 to 1 of ours. Our Marines now 
have their battle position on the west of the MATANIKAU river. 

The operations for the Sth and 9th are summarized by 
ComSoPac in his 091316. His 111314 states that the situation will v&t 
permit him to give a fixed policy in the assignment of troops. 

He also has a shortage of communication personnel in his area and 
requests CinCPac to supply deficiencies. 

Acorn One has been assigned to NDENI and Acorn Two to 
E3PIRITU SANTO. 

The AMBERJACK sank the No. 3 T0NAU MARU (whale factory 
ship) in KAVIENG Harbor. As a result of DI the AMBERJACK was 
also ordered to intercept an AK enroute P0NAPE. The AK was sunk. 

The ZUIKAKU, escorted by one cruiser and one destroyer, 
was sighted by one of our submarines to the northwest of TRUK 
and heading toward that place. 

In the SW Pacific the Japs are trying to evacuate re¬ 
maining troops at MILNE in submarines. Also, there is reported 
a serious lack of torpedoes in that area and the submarines are 
now being sent on mining missions. 

C.G. SAMOA has inspected FUNAFUTI and finds that the 
defenses are coming along fine and that preparations are going 
ahead to construct a landing strip. 

The North Pacific was quiet. Admiral Theobald com¬ 
plains that air bombs supplied to him are poor. He reports that 
three hits on ships at KISKA last month were duds. 
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October 10 (Continued). 


The Japs continue to suffer losses and damage from 
our air attacks in the NEW BRITAIN - SOLOMONS Area, but in spite 
of that indications continue of preparations for an assault on 
GUADALCANAL in the near future. The sighting of the ZUIKAKU 
confirms the belief that she made a trip home. 


October 11. 


The results of the engagement between Task Force 64.2 
off SAVO Island yesterday are not known completely today. It 
appears that the DUNCAN was sunk, the BOISE severely damaged, 
the other cruiserg j^Ightly damaged. The enemy may have lost 
four DD and one CA^damaged. During the following daylight 
period our air from GUADALCANAL may have sunk one cruiser, and 
damaged two destroyers. TF-64.2 is retiring to ESPIRITU SANTO. 

Comsopac 101946 summarizes the activities of his area 
for the 9th and 10th. There were no important developments 
reported. 


Comsopac 111006 and Cincpac 120329 comment on amphib¬ 
ious training in the South Pacific. 

As the situation has now changed materially in the 
Pacific Ocean Areas, and especially in the North Pacific, con¬ 
sideration is being given to a reduction of TF-8. Attached is 
the whole 3tory. CTF-8 111930 amplifies the report of the 
bombing of KISKA on the 9th. Army bombing was very poor in 
spite of favorable circumstances. The HALIBUT ran into what 
he reports as a decoy (a maru type, guns, 2000 tons) 50 miles 

now t h - of A 1 ?HA Island. His torpedo attack was not successful. 

neir- fTTT U 

The CALIFORNIA left PEARL for BREMERTON yesterday. 

The WEST VIRGINIA will follow in about a month. The NYPS 
thinks they can put these ships in service after 5^ months 
overhaul. 


There are some Indications that the Japs have under¬ 
estimated our strength in the SOLOMONS, and are now gathering 
considerably more army strength from the PHILIPPINES and the 
NEI. In this case they would not attempt an all out attack 
for some time. Meanwhile our attrition successes are bound 
to effect seriously any plans they may have. In any event we 
feel quite sure that Japan is so deeply committed in the °outh 
Pacific that they cannot undertake any major adventures in any 
other area. 
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October 12 


Fragmentary reoorts do not permit accurate assessment 


of the damage inflicted on the enemy intercepted by Rear Admiral 
Scott’s Force in the 2nd battle of SAVO I°LAND. The estimate to¬ 
day is one cruiser sunk, one cruiser damaged, four destroyers 
sunk or damaged, small transport nrobably sunk. Our damage was 
DUNCAN sunk; BOISE badly damaged; HELENA, SALT LAKE CITY and 
FARENHOLT slightly damaged. 


Rear Admiral Turner brought one Army regiment to GUADAL¬ 


CANAL in the early morning and was able to unload the transports 
and depart in the evening. He was interrupted by two air raids, 
and shelling from enemy shore positions on his ships and our shore 
positions. No damage was done to ships but the GUADALCANAL air¬ 
field was damaged by bombs to the extent that heavy bombers could 
use it only in emergency. Toward midnight enemy ships commenced 
a bombardment of the Marine position. 


Comsopac 121316 gives the summary for his area. 

TF 17 was evidently sighted '.Vest of RENNEL ISLAND and 


reported by the enemy. The WASHINGTON group Northwest of SAIT 
CRISTOBAL was sighted and reported also. 


Cominch has not yet replied to Cincpac request for clar¬ 


ification of his status resulting from General Marshall's order 
to C.G. Hawaii to stop the move of the second group of B-17s from 
HAWAII to the South Pacific. A follow up was sent. 


KISKA was bombed on both the 10th and 11th as reported in 


CTF 8 122010. The new Army garrisons in the ALEUTIANS and PRIBILOFS 
are shown in CTF 8 122234. We now find that the Army plans an 
airfield on St. PAUL ISLAND. Cincpac 130139 crystalizes views 
here on a reduction of TF 8. 


A large concentration of enemy ships is reported in the 


BUIN-FAISI area. There continues to be no doubt in the mind of 
Cincpac that the enemy is proceeding along the lines shown in 
the Estimate of Enemy Capabilities dated October 1, 1942. 



October 13 


On the 11th (local date) a marine battalion from TULAGI 


landed to the eastward of our main position on GUADALCANAL and 
successfully attacked small enemy outposts. Also on that day 
our CACTUS planes (l) bombed 3 DD badly damaging one, (2) attacked 
a CA getting one torpedo hit, (3) again attacked the same CA and 
2 screening DDs causing the CA to be abandoned and badly damaging 
one DD. 
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October 15th (Continued) 

On the 12th local B-17 s bombed BUKA causing minor damage. 
Again on the 13th (local) B-17s bombed the BUKA airfield and 
attacked shipping in the BUIN harbor. Of the 36 vessels reported 
in that vicinity one AK was damaged. All of theses vessels were 
seen still there the npxt morning by a coastwatcher and included 

2 CA, 3 CL, 10 DD, 1 AV. 

The heavy gunfire on GUADALCANAL noted yesterday continued 
for 70 minutes during the night 13-14th local causing very heavy 
damage to planes on the field. During the middle of the day there 
were two bombing attacks on the airfield causing additional damage, 
but the field was in service for all but the biggest planes. 

T0r62.was enroute GUADALCANAL with supplies including 
avgas. Due to approaching enemy the AKs were turned back and the 
VIREO towing PAB barges loaded with avgas and escorted by the 
MEREDITH was ordered to continue to GUADALCANAL. The McFARLAND 
was also ordered to bring in a deck load of avgas. 

During the morning search planes discovered three enemy 
forces. One consisting of 6 AP, 1 CL, 7 DD and covered by 1 BB, 

3 CL, 4 DD wa3 tracked along the east coast of SANTA ISABEL ISLAND 
and heading for GUADALCANAL. Six B-17 s attacked this force in 

the late afternoon. T hgfl second force about 400 miles N.E. of 
GUADALCANAL, and on sou rm^ i^y courses consisted of carriers es¬ 
corted by BBs, CAs, and DDs. That force was not sighted again 
during the day. A third force consisting of cruisers and DDs 
apparently scouting in advance of the carrier group was sighted 
during the morning about 225 miles northeast of GUADALCANAL. 

As a result of these sightings Comsopac ordered: TF-64 
(SAN FRANCISCO, CHESTER, HELENA, LANSD'OWNE, LARDNER, McCALLA, 
BUCHANAN, AARON ’WARD, LAFFEY) to proceed toward GUADALCANAL 
(got underway daybreack 15th local); TF-17 to proceed toward 
GUADALCANAL as soon as fuel permits; TF-17.8 proceed ESPIRITU 
SANTOS for fuel and report readiness to depart. 

The above indicates that the enemy has commenced his 
major offensive. Because our surface forces need fuel, our 
lack of adequate avgas at GUADALCANAL (to be flown in), and 
recent heavy loss of planes, our position is not favorable to 
prevent a major enemy landing. Planes left areJ7 3BD, 4 P-400, 

2 P-39; 10 SBDs were flown in during the afternoon. 

' VH F 4 f 

The positions of our forces in the area hafrebeen discovered 
by the enemy. 

The TROUT reports that she got two hits on the OTAKA on 
September 28th in the TRUK area. 

The ACHILLES and LEANDER are to go to ENGLAND for a 4^ 
months refit. 

1090 












-SECRET. 






October 15th (Continued) 

Comlnch 132000 indicates that there will soon be an 
agreement on the use of Army airplanes in the Pacific Ocean 

areas. 73— 17 ^ <- -to S»|vaa. , 

TP-1G is at sea off OAHU training and will probably de¬ 
part for the South Pacific on the 16th. TP-1 continues train¬ 
ing and readiness for PEARL. 


CTF-8 140230 pink recommends withdrawal of TP-8 from the 
North Pacific about November 1st and turning over the job to 
Comnorwestseafront. 



October 14-th 

After midnight an enemy force commenced shelling our 
position on GUADALCANAL heavily. Damage done was not reported. 
During night the six enemy transports started landing tp the 
westward of our position. The landing was covered by a 4* 33 g rou p 
west of SAV0 and screened by cruisers and destroyers. During 
the morning search the CV striking force seen yesterday was 
located Northeast of SAN CRISTOBAL ISLAND. 

|Qv_:kaa-wa t*— 

During the morning a group of^B-17s attacked the trans¬ 
ports and ships at GUADALCANAL setting three on fire so badly 
that they were beached, and hitting a B3. 

As the day ended all enemy forces in the GUADALCANAL area 
were retiring. The CV group moves are not clear and may be 
moving on ESPIRITU SANTO. 

TF 17 was probably fueling during the day and may be in 
a position to strike tomorrow. TF 17.8 fueled at ESPIRITU SANTO 
and departed at 8 p.m. (local) to rendezvous with TF 64, where 
the forces will merge as TF 64 under Rear Admiral Lee. Comsopac 
150212. This force cannot get to the GUADALCANAL area before 
day after tomorrow. Because of a possible enemy raid, all ship¬ 
ping at ESPIRITU SANTO got underway toward the South. 

The gasoline situation at GUADALCANAL continues critical. 
The VIREO towing a PAB barge, and screened by the MEREDITH, can 
arrive there tomorrow morning. 

Motor torpedo boats attacked the DDs protecting the enemy 
APs at GUADALCANAL. Results were not observed. ^ 

■ 

A submarine shelled ESPIRITU SANTO last night. 

Our AKs which were turned back from the TULAGI area yes¬ 
terday were bombed but not damaged. 
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October 14th (Continued) 



Comsopac 150246 feels that he needs another Army division 
for present operations. Cincpac concurs. 

Our cruiser action in the GILBERTS (PORTLAND and SAN JUAN) 
caused the laps some uneasy moments. Results have not been re¬ 
ported. 



Highest quarters would be pleased to have KISKA shelled 
by our old BBs. (Cominch 141325). CTF 8 151025, in answer to a 
query on the operation from Cincpac, states that it is feasible. 

The Japanese may be expected to reorganize their forces 
during the next few days. There is no indication that they have 
abandoned their efforts to recapture the Southern SOLOMONS, or 
that they are planning anything in other areas. (x’ 

October 15th 

The days reports indicate that the enemy now has two major 
forces in the South Pacific. In the central and northern SOLOMONS 
forces are: 

Off NE BOUGAINVILLE ISLAND: 

1 BB, 2 CA, 2 DD, 1 AV. 

At BUKA: 

2 CA, 2 CL, 8 DD, 3 AV, 10 auxiliaries 


\ 



At BUIN - FAISI: 

3 BB, 2 CV, 


3 CA, 5 CL, 10 DD, 14 auxiliaries 




Along the 165th meridian (east) as far south as 11-00 S: 

2 BB, 1 CV, 17 cruisers and destroyers. 

In view of the above enemy deployment TF 64 was ordered 
to operate generally South of Lat 11-45 S. Comsopac 160812. He 
is also sending two DDs to bombard enemy at GUADALCANAL (his 
160722). Comsopac has asked that the vessels in the BUIN-FAISI 
area be attacked by SWPac air, which General MacArthur promises to 
do. Comsopac 160032 orders TF 17 to operate to eastward of ESPIRITU 
SANTO. Comsopac 160440 considers his present forces inadequate 
for his tasks. 



w' 


There is some indication that the LTJNGA area may have 
been mined by the enemy on the 12 th (local). 

The H0VEY reports capturing 4 officers and 70 men, survivors 
of the 2nd Battle of SAV0. Preliminary statements of these prisoners 
are not credjjfable. 
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October 15th (Continued) 

Comairsopac 150921 gives the critical situation at GUADALCANAL. 
Comgen 1st MarDiv 160005 describes action on yesterday; and his 
160035 tells of enemy land concentrations. Also his 160025 tells 
of needs to relieve his present situation. He requests 1 battery 
of 155 mm guns be sent to him as soon as possible. 

Air strength at GUADALCANAL was increased today by 7 SBD and 
four R4D1. The shortage of planes and gasoline there now will 
almost preclude offensive action. 

It now appears that we are unable to control the sea area 
in the GUADALCANAL area. Thus our supply of the positions will 
only be done at great expense to us. The situation is not hope¬ 
less, but it is certainly critical. 

The McFARLAND did a splendid piece of work in delivering 
gasoline and ammunition to GUADALCANAL today. As she was about 
to leave she received a bomb hit on her stern which knocked out 
her steering gear. It now seems probable that the MEREDITH was 
lost and the VIRE0 towing avgas to GUADALCANAL was damaged by 
enemy ai r. 

Cominch 152125 describes APHs. They are not hospital 
ships under the Geneva Conventions. Com 12 151744 tells of send¬ 
ing EC2 ships to Sopac. 

CTF 8 152050 describes a bombing attack on KISKA the 14th. 
Results were minor. 

Cincpac 160455 pink does not recommend use of B3a to shell 

KISKA. 

There is no doubt now that Japs are making an all out effort 
in the SOLOMONS, employing th< ' if their Navy. 




O cl 


October 16th 

Just as the McFARLAND was ready to leave GUADALCANAL in the 
evening she was hit by a bomb on the stern. 350 drums of avgas in 
a barge alongside was also exploded. About 20000 gals, reached the 
shore. While enroute GUADALCANAL towing a barge with 2000 drums 
avgas the VIRE0 was damaged by an air attack and unable to continue 
the tow. The MEREDITH, escorting, is unreported and suspected miss¬ 
ing. The the acute avgas shortage continues. The H0VEY and SOUTHARD 
are scheduled to arrive with deck loads of avgas on the 19th local. 
There is also a critical shortage of bombs - which may have to be 
flown in. The AM3ERJACK is now enroute ESPIRITU CANTO to be fitted 
to carry gas. 

During the night the Marines at GUADALCANAL were shelled by 
a cruiser or a destroyer. The results of our bombardment of enemy 
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October 16th (Continued) 
positions by 2 DDs is not yet known. 

Sopac 151346 gives his summary for the 14th and 15th, and 
his 161326 summarizes the situation to the 16th local. 

Comairsopac 162138 describes air needs for his command and 
Comsopac 171230 gives what he considers necessary to reinforce his 
position. 

The New Zealand Army has agreed to garrison BLEACHER and will 
have a reinforced KIWI ready about November 7th. 

The TSLLATF.IX arrived at ESPIRITIT SANTO and reports some damage 
from an air attack two days ago, which also forced her to cast a 
PAB barge adrift. 

Comsopac 160106 deals with the relief of the 4th defense bat¬ 
talion with the 9th at EFATE. 

It has been decided to send about 50 Army fighters from the 
Central Pacific area to the South Pacific in the immediate future. 

Comsopac 170800 is a proposal for the employment of submarines 
to support Sopac current operations. Two Pacific Fleet subs will 
be sent to General MacArthur to assist his coverage of the SHCRTLANDS- 
FAISI area. 

Cincpac 162221 pronoses a reduction of TF 8 forces in ALASKA. 
Cominch approves an immediate reduction of the cruisers to two. 

This will permit reinforcement to Sopac. CTF 8 reports that 3 3-26’s 
got hits on a ship in GERTRUDE COVE, KI3KA. Also that Army bombers 
probably sank one DD and damaged another just north of KISKA. 

The deployment of the -Tap forces in the South Pacific is un¬ 
certain. Some forces have left the BUIN area and the CV striking 
force thought north of NDENI is unreported. 
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October 17th . 

The Admiral's conference this morning was attended 
by General Emmons and Rear Admiral Bagley. These officers 
were brought up to date on the situation in the Pacific Ocean 
Areas. 


The day in the South Pacific is summarized in 
Comsopac 171536. 

Our DDs, previously mentioned, report having fired 
1000 rounds per ship into the Jap positions at GUADALCANAL. 
Also, during thftXday TF17 planes attacked the same positions 
incessantly. REKATA was also attacked by TP17 planes. Admiral 
Nimitz will urge Comsopac to repeat the bombardment daily when 
feasible. 


The Japs launched what must be to them a very dis¬ 
appointing air attack on GUADALCANAL today. Of the 14 bombers 
attacking, 0 were shot down by our fighters and 6 were shot down 
by AA. 


A total of 50 Army fighters will be sent to the 
Sopac from the Central Pacific. 25 were ordered sent by General 
Marshall and 25 will be sent by Cincpac. 

The VIREO will be towed to port and her barge will 
be towed to GUADALCANAL by the SEMINOLE arriving the 19th local. 

Comsopac is flyinK emergency gas and ammunition to 

GUADALCANAL. 


It 3eems most probable that T^'64 was seen by the 

enemy today. 


The SAN JUAN reports sinking two small Jap patrol 
boats when retiring from their raid on the GILBERTS and the 
patrol lines to the South. Two officers and 14 men were cap¬ 
ture. ’Ve will continue to raid that l^ne wi th our ships en- 
route to and from the Sopac. 

The S’VPac bombers are having much better success 
in bombing enemy ships in the SOLOMONS and NEW BRITAIN. 

TF16 is enroute to the South Pacific via a point 
to the westward of FUNAFUTI where it will fuel. 

Two fleet subs from PEARL may be sent to operate 
under General McArthur in the near future in order to provide 
denser coverage of the SHORTLAND - FAI3I area. 

The position of the main enemy forces in the South 
Pacific is obscure. It is not thought, hov/ever, that they have . ^ 

withdrawn from the general area. 0 
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October 18th 



Comsouac I 81350 rink. Vice Admiral Halsey relieved Vice 
Admiral Ghormley as Commander South Pacific Force and South Pacific 
Area. On the evening of the 15th Admiral Nimitz conferred with 
members of his staff concerning relieving Admiral Ghormley. It 
was felt that Admiral Ghormley has not been successful for several 
reasons and that the critical situation there requires a more ag¬ 
gressive Commander. The following morning, after having received 
authority from Admiral King to make the change, a decision was 
made to efjfect^the change uuon the arrival of Admiral Halsey who 
was enroute^by*hir. Rear Admiral Kinkaid will thus .retain com¬ 
mand of TF 16 . See. Ci^rpco 

The C.G. Hawaiian Department has been directed by General 
Marshall (October 16th) to select one infantry division from his 
command for movement to the South or SW Pacific and to report 
earliest date of readiness of the first regimental combat team. 

Also General Marshall prefers General Collins as division com¬ 
mander as General Pennel is too old. Early replacement this 
division will not be possible. 

The Sopac situation to the 18th was summarized in Cornso- 
pac 181426. Generally the day (19th local) was quiet. There were 
no contacts ashore on GUADALCANAL reported. While 40 vessels were 
sighted in the 3H0RTLANDS area, the location of major enemy units 
was in doubt. 4 cruisers and 4 destroyers were reported enroute 
to attack GUADALCANAL and CTF 64 was ordered to intercept. How¬ 
ever, he was fueling West of ESPIRITU SANTO and was unaole to 
comolv. The SOUTHARD delivered almost 10,000 gallons avgas to 
GUADALCANAL. The SEMINOLE towed the VIREO barre with 2000 drums 
of avgas aboard into the area but went to TULAGI because of the 
approaching enemy. No bombardment was reported last nirfit, but 
some troops and supnlies may have been landed. Apparently the 
VIREO was abandoned by her crew because of fear of an air attack. 
The crew embarked on the MEREDITH which was sunk by aerial tor¬ 
pedoes and bombs shortly thereafter. The abandoning of the VIREO 
is not understood. It looks like a disgraceful procedure. TF 64 . 
■continues to be trailed by enemy nlanes. RENNEL and SAV0 I°LANDS 
Sccupied by small enemy garrisons. 

The SW Pacific air sent 22 13-17’s to bomb the enemy in 
the SH0RTLANDS area. Results were minor. The SCULPIN reported 
sinking two tankers on the 18th. 

CTF 64 estimates that in the second battle of SAV0 he 
sank 3 CA, 4 DD, and possibly 1 CL and one more DD. These figures 
seem high because of the number of cruisers and destroyers seen 
and attacked by planes the following day. 

The PORTLAND reports engaging two DDs and two rnarus in her 
raid of the GILBERTS. No sinkings were reported. The attacks 
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October 18th (Continued) 


were not pressed hone because of fear of air attack. 

The Army jn Washington has annroved Admiral Nimitz’s 
orders to send 25 P-39’s from CHRISTO'AS to the South Pacific. 


TF 1 has been ordered to prepare a plan to bombard WAKE 
at an early date - the date dependent unon availability of 1 XAV 
and 1 CL(AA) to be added to the bombardment group. 

Cincpac 182359 urges that the 9th defense battalion be 
sent directly to GUADALCANAL instead of relieving the 4th at EFATE. 

CTF 8 gives the minor results of a bombing of KISKA on 
the 17th. Cominch has approved the immediate reduction to two 
of TF 8 cruisers but reserves decision on withdrawal of other 
forces and of Rear Admiral Theobald. The Army plans to increase 
the garrisons at ADAK and TANAGA to 1500dand 5000 respectively. 


There are no changes noted in enemy deployments. 
October 19th 



Sopac operations to the 20th are summarized in his 191256. 

About 9 p.m. local the CHESTER was torpedoed South of SAN 
CRISTOBAL. She reports being without power and a tug and DD es¬ 
corts were provided. 

CTF 64 sent oart of his force to ESPIRITU SANTO to fuel, 
and the remainder will fuel there in the next few days. CTF 17 
is operating to the East of ESPIRITU SANTO. TF 16 is enroute 
South. 


In his 191954 Cominch directed Comsowestpac to olace and 
maintain 12 fleet subs under operational control of Corasonac. Also 
in his 201540 he desires Cincnac to reinforce Sopac submarines. 

There were two air raids on GUADALCANAL. Of the 30 zeros 
and 16 bombers involved 7 zeros and 2 bombers were shot down. We 
lost two pilots. 

The O’BRIEN broke in two and sank today while enroute 
PEARL for repairs, after being torpedoed last month. 

While the supnly of avgas and >ombs to GUADALCANAL is still 
critical, enough is ceing sent in to nernit operations to continue. 
The AL3ERJACK will arrive with a small cargo of gas on the 25 th. 

The 12 .3-17*s for the Sopac have left OAHU. This brings 
the total transferred recentljr up to 24. Also from OAHU was the 
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October IQth (Continued) 

first of the 19th bombardment group (B-24's) froing to AUSTRALIA. 

In the BUIN area yesterday were at least 1 S3, 1 AV, 

8 cruisers, 8 DD, 8 AK's. At RA3AUL were 34 lar^e vessels and 
22 of medium size. In that group was 1 CV and 1 AV. Thus we now 
have the nosition of most strength in the area except it is 
probable that 3 33s, 2 CV, with usual flotilla are somenlace in 
the general TRUK-RA3ATTL area. 

W 

October 20th 


Sopac operations for the 20th are summarized in his 

201321. 


The CHESTER is making 6 knots under own steam and at 
that rate should arrive at ESPIRITU SANTO day after tomorrow. 

Comair ONE 200407 indicates the shortage of planes at 
GUADALCANAL. The rate of attrition there is extremely high. 

Much damage to planes was caused by recent enemy shelling. 

Yesterday the Marines repulsed a minor attempt to cross 
the MATANIKAU RIVER. 

Cincpac 202215 and 202309 describe a plan to send 12 
Pac Fleet subs to the Sopac. This is an emergency move to pro¬ 
vide dense coverage in the active area, and complies with Cominch 
desire noted yesterday. 

RENNELL ISLAND is not occunied by the laps. 

The Fighting French High Commissioner has left NOUMEA 
for good, jrft-^t- h e ooi - nion of -G omn cpa o . A 

The GROUPER returning from patrol in the EAST CHINA SEA 
reports sinking 12,000 tons of marus (2 shins). 

The very large concentration of Jan shins at RA3AUL ap¬ 
parently continues. Photos do not show a CV there as reported 
yesterday. There is very good indication that the Japs are hav¬ 
ing to slow up their nlans for an attack in force on GUADALCANAL 
because of large attrition losses. 

Cincpac nointed out to Cominch that now is a golden 
opportunity for the British Eastern 7 leet to take action on the 
Jap west flank. 
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October 21st 
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Vice Admiral Halsey will move ashore at NOUMEA occupy¬ 
ing: certain buildings vacated by the Fighting FraaodA High Com¬ 
missioner. Gominch auoroves talcing over this French property as 
a military necessity (his 211.540 pink). 

Gominch concurs in Cincpac oronosal for British action 
(Cominch 211400 pink:) and passed the message along to the Admiralty. 

In a 3 part (211630) Cominch gives the present nlan for 
Army and Navy air supoort to the Sopac operations. 

TF 16 and TF 17 will join as TF 6l under Rear Admiral 
Kinkaid at 0300 GCT October 24th and make a sweep around north 
SANTA CRUZ ISLANDS, thence southwesterly east of SAN CRISTOBAL to 
the Coral Sea area in oosition to intercept enemy forces approach¬ 
ing our oositions in the Southern SOLOMONS. 

The INDIANA, COLUMBIA, DeHAVEN, and SAUFLEY have been 
ordered to the Pacific Fleet and will depart Atlantic ports for 
the Canal Zone no later than November 10th. 

Cominch 211631 pink summarizes the MT3 situation in the 

Pacific. 

Comsopac 210517 tells of needs of a major supply base 
at NOUMEA. Comairsopac 212300 tells of needs of VF planes in 
the forward areas. 

There is a shortage of Marines in the STRAY/ area and at 

FUNAFUTI. 

The 25th Army Division at OAHU has been ordered to move 
to the South or SWPac starting November 15. 

The PORTER sighted an enemy merchant type vessel of about 
5,000 tons, apparently armed with several guns, 4" or larger, near 
the GILBERT ISLANDS. In an engagement which followed the PORTER 
fired about 1200 rounds without sinking the vessel. No damage was 
done to the PORTER. 

Cominch has approved the withdrawal of the C0PAHEE VF 
snuadron from ALASKA and cancelled the directive to maintain one 
fighter division in ALASKA. 
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Cornsopac2?2246 summarizes operations in his area. The 
use of tanks and small artillery by the enemy on GUADALCANAL in¬ 
dicates the ability of the Japs to land good sized weights. There 
have been indications of towing lighters to GUADALCANAL by destroyers. 

PBYs attacked shipping in the SHORTHAND area early in the 
morning. Although one olane reported a torpedo hit, DI indicates 
no damage. 

A search plane reported sighting an enemy task force about 
350 miles NE of MALAITA about 10 in the morning (local). This was 
indicated to be a CV striking force on southerly courses. The search 
kept the force fairly well under observation during the day. Dur¬ 
ing the following night a search plane reported making radar contact 
in that general vicinity. One hour later the same plane reported 9 
ships, of which one was believed to be a CV, and that he dropped his 
torpedo but failed to get a hit. Vtfhen last observed the force was 
reported on course 260 speed 20 - which would permit it to be in a 
fly off position for GUADALCANAL next daylight. This is the first 
time in several days that we have been able to get much light on 
Jap deployments. The RABAUL and SHORTHANDS areas continued to be 
well filled with Jap ships, most of which were auxiliaries. The 
Combined total in those areas was 93 vessels. Prom all indications 
the enemy seems about ready to start his long expected all out at¬ 
tack on GUADALCANAL. The next three or four days are critical. 

GUADALCANAL renorted three flights of planes coming in 
from the northwest during the middle of the day but no report of 
bombing was received. 

Comairsopac welcomes the Army P-39's but noints out that 
if they are not the T'ITTG series they are no good as fighters but 
excellent for ground strafing. While the flow of olanes to the 
area cannot be considered satisfactory, it is improving. In the 
GUADALCANAL area there is enough avgas (over 100,000 gals) to keep 
General Geiger’s planes filled, there is not enough to operate 
B-17’s; nor is there any immediate prospect of so doing. Avgas 
and ammunition still arrives there in driblets. 

A crew was put on the VIRE0. That ship, with PA3 #6 in 
tow, is now enroute ESPIRITU SANTO. 

TF 6X will hardly be in a position to intercept enemy forces 
in the SOLOMONS before late afternoon of the 25th local. TF 64 
could be off GUADALCANAL on the 25 th. Thus, should the enemy strike 
tomorrow air and submarines will be the only opposition. 

Comamphibforsopac 210956 gives information from prisoners 
on the 2nd Battle of 3AV0. General DeCaulle has fully agreed to 
the assignment of necessary buildings at NOUMEA to Comsopac. Gover¬ 
nor Monchamps was authorized to negotiate any other matters with 
Comsopac. In a very cordial conversation with Comnaveu he empha¬ 
sized his desire for full cooperation with U. r . About time. 

(Continued on next page) 
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October 22nd. (Continued) 

1 t is nossible that the poor shooting reported yesterday 
and attributed to the PORTER was bone by Oomdesron TWO in the MORRIS. 

TF 1 continues at PEARL engaged in training and upkeep 
while being prepared to repel landing attempts in the Hawaiian Area. 

In the ALEUTIANS enemy submarines were active. One fired 
torpedoes at the DOLPHIN which missed. The S-32 reports hitting 
2 AKs with torpedoes in the vicinity of PARAMUSHIRO and claims 
one probably sunk and one damaged. The cruisers of TF 8 completed 
a 10 day sweep as far west as ATTU. Results were negative. Cinc- 
pac 222129 requests Oominch aporoval to exchange the DETROIT and 
RALEIGH for cruisers of TF 8. 

rvsoAty 

We are still without definite news of tfee^major units of 
the enemy which are thought to be in the general oopac area. If 
our guess is correct they can throw more ships, planes, and troops 
into the vital area than we can. And this situation will continue 
for the next few weeks. Having inferior forces we must count 
heavily on attrition, but losing no chance to come to grips with 
the enemy under the nrinciple of calculated risk. '• 

October 23rd . 

Operations in the South Pacific are summarized in Comso- 
pac 240041. The very fine work of our Marine pilots in shooting 
down the enemy planes is most encouraging. Rain during the day 
made the airfield unsuitable for heavy planes. There is much work 
to be done to provide all-weather fields in the area and several 
other locations are under consideration. 

General MacArthur reports good success in air raids in the 
RABATJL area. Among other targets claimed hit he reports setting 
a tanker on fire. If this is verified it is bound to slow up the 
enemy somewhat. 

The submarine concentration in the active area is begin¬ 
ning to shape up with the arrival of two Pacific Fleet subs from 
TRUK. Ten more are to follow from PEARL, leaving before the end 
of this month. 

Both TF 61 and TF 64 will be in position to strike the 
enemy in the Southern SOLOMONS by late tomorrow. 

The logistic support of our positions in the Southern 
SOLOMONS is proceeding, but the difficulties of unloading and the 
great risk to ships involved continues. 

The CHESTER probably arrived at SS^IRITU SANTO for emergency 
repairs today. 


(Continued on next page) 
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October 23rd (Continued) 

Our search plane from OAHU reported sighting a submarine 
about 500 miles southwest of that place. If this can be verified 
it may be the forerunner of projected enemy operations in the 
Hawaiian Sea Frontier. R. I. also gives indication of some sort 
of a raid. A raid in the near future, probably at MIDWAY, is con¬ 
sidered a possibility. All signs continue to noint to the commence¬ 
ment of major operations in the South Pacific within the next two 
or three days. If these siras are right, a raid in the HAWAIIAN 
area or along our exposed positions to the South will be a minor 
hit and run affair. 

The exchange of the DETROIT and RALEIGH for TF 8 cruisers 
has been approved by Cominoh and will be effected as soon as pos¬ 
sible . 

October 24th. (V'*'" 

Reports of enemy contacts from search planes in the South 
Pacific during the morning were confusing. One force composed of 
3Bs, CAs, and DDs was reported 140 miles HE of the GUADALCANAL air¬ 
field. 130 miles to the eastward of that group a second force was 
reported. This was reported to be 2 BB, 2 CV, 2 CA, 2 CL, and at 
least 4 DD. A third force stated to be composed of nine ships was 
reported 210 miles HE GUADALCANAL. Off the east coast of SANTA 
ISABEL ISLAND a force composed of 1 3B, 3 CL, and 2 DD was reported. 
Off the west coast of MALAITA a force of two cruisers and three 
destroyers was reported. While the picture is not clear, enough 
was reported to show a typical major enemy move toward the south. 

TF 61 was too far to attack. TF 64 was ordered to strike any 

forces encountered in the viciuLty, of GUADALCANAL. That force made 
a sweep of the GUADALCANAL area out railed to make contact with the 
enemy and withdrew. B-17’s were ordered to strike the forces nearest 
GUADALCANAL, probably because they were the immediate threat. Re¬ 
sults are shown in Comairsopac 251450. During the morning our posi¬ 
tion on GUADALCANAL was shelled by two cruisers and one destroyer. 

As that group was retiring to the northward Marine SBD’s attacked 
and reported one cruiser obviously damaged. As enemy might attempt 
night landings, General Vandergrift ordered motor torpedo coats 
from TTJLAOI to strike the enemy approaching GUADALCANAL after dark. 
During the afternoon enemy planes were reported heading toward 
GUADALCANAL. 

A Catalina night radar search and torpedo strike was ordered 
from EGPIRITU SANTO to the NW. 

One snuadron of the 90th combardment group (3-24’s) pre¬ 
viously ordered to AUSTRALIA is to renort to General Harmon for 
temporary duty by orders from General Marshall. 



(Continued on next page) 
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October 24 th. (Continued) 


The 8th Marines have been ordered to EFATE and 
should arrive there October 30th. 


Sopac 250216 gives the summary of operations in that 


area to the 24 th. 

Admiral Ohormley arrived at PEARL today enroute to Wash¬ 
ington. 

A submarine was reported 320 miles west of OAJTU. This 
may be the same one sighted yesterday about 500 miles SW of OAHU. 


Two DDs from TF 16 raided the enemy patrol line south of 


the GILBERTS on the 22nd and sank two small patrol vessels. It 
now appears that a DD of TF 17 also raided the same patrol line 
on the same day. 


The Army olanes made a minor air attack on FISKA during 




the day 




October 25th . 


In the early morning TF 61 was about 150 miles southeast 


of the enemy striking forces noted yesterday in the area to the 
eastward of the SOLOMONS. Both forces had good knowledge of the 
approximate position and composition of each other. Our position 
and strength seemed quite favorable. Shortly before 7 a.m. local 
an enemy shore based patrol plane made an accurate contact report 
of TF 6*1. The enemy immediately launched a carrier strike which 
was able to find TF 6l without further search. Presumably our 
carrier strike was launched at about the same time but there is 
some evidence that it hed to search before locating the target. 

A little after 9 a.m. local the enemy started air attacks on TF 61. 
The HORNET was severely damaged by bombs and torpedoes and was 
taken in tow by the NORTHHAMPTON. A preliminary report of damage 
to other vessels is p’iven in CTF 61 260440. Damage inflicted by 
our CV planes is shown in CTF 61 260210. B-17 T s from E3PIRITU 
SANTO were also ordered to attack but the account of damage in¬ 
flicted is not in. .After the first attack TF 61 commenced retire¬ 
ment to the southeast. Durinv the afternoon the enemy CV olanes 
attacked the HORNET again with bombs and torpedoes causing such 
serious damage that CTF 17 decided to sink the carrier with own 
torpedoes. As the day ended the enemy I to be retiring to 

the northwest and all of our task fore 3 retir ing on southerly 


courses. 



except for one force con¬ 



taining BB’s which was attempting to intercept our 

■— --s- ---r ‘ during the 

(continued on next pageJ norm 
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October 25th. (Continued) 


For the first time in the Houth Pacific our CV task forces 
were able to operate under^a^eal^cm umbrella and the enemy 
strength and disposition was reported frequently. The Japs have 
always had thi3 advantage in the area. During the past two days 
there has been a front along the northern part of the search area 
which has reduced the efficiency of the search. 


No report of enemy plane losses has been received but they 
must have been very heavy. If the percentage of loss approaches 
that of previous recent engagements (and it should as we have 
been loading our ships with AA), the three enemy CV's thought to 
have been in the battle today will be unable to do much more 
damage soon. 


At daylight TF 64 presumably was retiring from GUADALCANAL. 
During the morning Comsopac ordered all TF to strike the enemy. 
Later in the day TF 64 was ordered to retire to the southward. 

The enemy group which shelled GUADALCANAL on the 24th also 
sank the SEMINOLE and a YP at TULAGI. The SEMINOLE was fitted 
for salvage and her loss is serious. 

While entering ESPIRITU SANTO the COOLIDGE, with one reg¬ 
imental combat team of the 43rd Army Division embarked, struck 
one or more mines and sank. While she probably struck our own 
mine field, there is a possibility that enemy mines are respons¬ 
ible as a Jap sub was in the vicinity recently. 

General Harmon is holding usable B-17's at FANTAN for 
emergency combat. Those held were enroute from AUSTRALIA to 
OAHU. 

Operations preceeding the battle in the South Pacific are 
summarized in Comsopac 260210. 

The SARGO returning from patrol off the CHINA coast reports 
sinking one 7000 ton freighter with torpedos and gunfire. The 
STURGEON returning from patrol in the FAISI - ST GEORGES channel 
area reported sinking one loaded 10,000 ton tanker and one 7000 
ton freighter. The NAUTILUS clearing patrol area off Eastern 
HONSHU reports sinking 22000 tons enemy shipping. 

The CHESTER will be able to leave ESPIRITU SANTO about 
October 29th under her own power. Due to extensive damage she 
will be able to make only seven knots. She will go to SYDNEY 
for temporary repairs. 

There were no important contacts in the Central or North 
Pacific Area. The landinr strio on ST PAUL ISLAND is now 100 
feet wide by 2300 feet long. The SPERRY and FULTON leave PEARL 
for the South Pacific tomorrow. 


Although the enemy has suffered considerable damage recently 
in the general SOLOMONS area there is no indication that he has 

(Continued on next page) 
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October 25th. (Continued) 

abandoned his plan to recapture GUADALCANAL. The Jap subs are 

O ordered to search for and attack our forces in the area. Due 
to the strength in the South, no major operations in any other 
area are considered probable at this time. Small nuisance 
raids in the Central Pacific area are possible. 



October 26th. 


The Chief of Staff, Hawaiian Department, and the Commander 
Hawaiian Sea Frontier, were present at Cincpac morning conference 
when events of the previous day were reviewed. Admiral ITimitz 

• continues to keep his principal subordinates fully informed of 
developments in the Pacific Ocean Areas. 



The morning search from B OT:> IPITU SANTO discovered groups 
of the enemy about 360 miles to the eastward of GUADALCANAL. At 
least two B3s, 1 OV, several cruisers and destroyers were reported. 
All were on northerly courses at fairly high speed. Operations 
in the Sopac area are summarized in Consopac 270426, which includes 
a night attack by PBYs on an enemy carrier, which is also reported 
oy Gomairsopac in his 270031. TF 61 reports further details 

of damage to his force in his 270045. After delivering PTs and 
avgas to GUADALCANAL the TRHV7CR and 3AI3E engaged three enemy DDs at 
long range and escaped with minor damage mainly because the l.arine 
pilots joined the battle and are credited with sinking two of the 
enemy DDs. TF 6l and TF 64 retired during the day toward fueling 
positions. 


TF 64.2 (Hear Admiral n cott in ATLANTA, 4 DDs) is ordered 

O to bombard enemy positions on GUADALCANAL on the morning of the 
29 th and 30th (local). 


General MacArthur is renuested by Admiral Halsey to make 
maximum bombing effort day and night against shins in the BUIIT-FAISI- 
T0N0LEI area. 


Admiral Halsey requests carrier reinforcement from the 
British Eastern Fleet. Cincpac concurs and urges Cominch to ex¬ 
plore the idea (Cincpac 270251 pink). 

Durlnr the afternoon 14 B-17 s attacked the enemy east of 
^ the SOLOMONS. Nil hits. 

Comsopac 260^14 gives the ^ian for the employment of Army 
fighters and medium bombers in the OUADALCA' T AL-ESPIRITU SANTO area. 



(Continued on next page) 
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October 26th . (Continued) 

Corasopac 270437 sets forth his views for setting up a 
base command separate from Seronsopac. 

There were no developments of note in the Central and 
north Pacific areas. 

During the day a force coinnosed of battleships and other 
combatant vessels was renorted by our olanes in a oosition to 
the eastward of the SANTA CRUZ I C LA!TDS. The force was reported 
to be enemy, but was later identified as units of Task Force 61. 

October 27th. 



Lieut. General Emmons, Rear Admiral Bagley, and Vice Admired 
Towers attended the morning conference held by Admiral Nimitz. 

✓ 

Consopac 280326 amplifies his report of operations for the 
previous days. The enemy reported that a unit had received a 
torpedo hit about the time of the P3Y attack. While the enemy 
usually reports "no damage" or "minor damage" in such cases, we 
know from past experience that damage inflicted is often much 
greater than reported. 

T.G. 64.2 (Rear Admiral Scott in ATLANTA, AARON WARD, HENIIAM, 
LARDNEK, FLETCHER) will be unable to shell the Laps on GUADALCANAL 
on the 29 th as requested and is now ordered to shell on the 30 th 
only. 

The McFARLAND will be used to service seaplanes,' hi el and 
gas storage,'- be an alternate radio station, and other services at 
TULAGI. it is planned to mount her 4 inch guns on shore for har¬ 
bor defense. There are indications that she has been discovered 
by the enemy. 

TF 6l is proceeding to NOUMEA, fueling enroute. TF 64 less 
TG 64.2 was enroute to a fueling rendezvous west of ESPIRITU SANTO. 
At 3:20 a.m. and at 5:30 a.m., 27th local, the WASHINGTON was at¬ 
tacked by submarines. Several torpedoes were fired in each at¬ 
tack and all missed. Because of the known submarine menace east 
of ESPIRITU SANTO Consopac ordered the WASHINGTON and 2 DD to 
N0 TT MEA -for fuel, and the other vessels in company to ESPIRITU SANTO 
for fuel. TF 64.2 will also fuel at ESPIRITU SANTO on their ar¬ 
rival there November 1st (local). 

The inexcusable loss of the COOLIDGE is described in Comnav- 
unit BUTTON 280921. The existence of a mine field at ESPIRITU 
SANTO has been made known widely, especially after the loss of the 
TUCKER in the same locality. 


(Continued on next page) 
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October 27th. (Continued) 

Comsopac offered B-24s from his area to General KacArthur 
to increase bombing of enemy ships in the NEW BRITAIN-SOLOMONS. 
General MacArthur renlied that he could use the nlanes to ad¬ 
vantage with reservations listed in his 281001. 

The anproved -Joint Chiefs of Staff aircraft nlan for the 
active Sopac area has been received by mail. Cincpac 280351 sug¬ 
gests that Comsopac have a nlan drawn un for the defense of E3PIRITU 
SANTO -,;hich Cincnac will subnit to Cominch for annroval and im¬ 
plementation. The lack of strength there is cause for concern. 

The logistic support of our nositions in the Southern SOLO¬ 
MONS continues, but the risk and difficulties are great. 

The Commandant, U. S. Marine Corps, inaugurated the auxiliary 
landing strip at WALLIS ISLAND when he landed there in a P3Y5A 
on October 26th (local). 

Cominch has stated that as a general rule exchange of in¬ 
formation will be direct between our liaison officer and the CinC, 
Eastern Fleet. 

The TRIGGER returning from patrol off 3UNG0 CHANNEL reports 
sinking one 10,000 ton A0 and one 5,000 ton AN. While our sub¬ 
marines have had fine success, there are a few spotty performances. 
For example, recently off TRUK two of our submarines each missed 
a fine chance to press home attacks on enemy carriers. 

CTF 8 280215 and 280255 (pinks) expresses his views on the 
needed strength and disuosition of Army troops in the ALEUTIANS. 

somewhat premature announcement of the loss of the WASP, and of 
the loss of the PORTER before it could be announced that next of 
kin informed. 

Cominch 281735 (pink) deals with the use of our submarines 
for scouting and general information uurnoses. 

Although the main enemy strength has retired to the north 
beyond our air search there is no indication that the -Japs have 
abandoned plans to recapture GUADALCANAL. It seems probable that 
damage inflicted and fuel needs have made it necessary to retire 
for the time being. Further attempts to land troops on GUADAL¬ 
CANAL are to be expected. 





hot 










October 28th, 


Events of the previous day were discussed at Admiral 
Nimitz's morning conference. Lieut. General Emmons and TF Com¬ 
manders now at PEARL were present. 

Cincpac 282225 remarks on the present lull in the Couth Pac¬ 
ific area which arrears to rive us the oprortunity for rlacing 
strong reinforcements on GUADALCANAL. Comsopac 290130 is in 
complete agreement and rives his clans for troop movements start¬ 
ing on the 30th (local). 

Comsopac 290106 is a summary for his area. Land opera¬ 
tions on GUADALCANAL during the 27th (local) are described. 

The logistic supoort. of Southern ^CL'LONS positions is 
being stepped up. On the 28th (local) there were 45,000 gallons 
avgas at GUADALCANAL and 4,900 gallons avgas at TULAGI. 

The SCULPIN, returning from patrol in the NEC BRITAIN - 
BOUGAINVILLE area, reports the probable sinking of 1 - 9200 A0, 

1 - 10000 AP, 1 - large A0, 1 - 4000 AK. 

A total of 43 ships including 2 B.B, 1 XCV, 2 A VPs, 1 (re¬ 
ported) GO, 2 CA, 8 CL, 1 DD, 12 marus were reported in the SHORT- 
LANDS area. 


We now have the story of our destroyer raids on the enemy 
patrol line south of the GILBERTS: GTE 16 280330. 


The DRUM reported sinking four AK while on patrol off 

HONSHU. 

It appears that the KENDRICK on a shakedown trip was at¬ 
tacked by a submarine off the WA.SHINGT0N Coast. 

CT? 8 282240 gives results of reconnaissance in the Western 
ALEUTIANS. 


Some of the enemy strength in the South Pacific is located 
in the SHORTLANDS area and the remainder is believed to be refuel¬ 
ing and reorganizing to the northward of our searches. It con¬ 
tinues to snpear nrobable that the enemy will continue with plans 


to recapture GUADALCANAL. 


















October 29 th 

As is usual, present at Admiral Ilinitz’s morning con¬ 
ference were the principal subordinate commanders now 8 t PEARL. 
TF commanders at PEARL are thus given a good picture of current 
operations. 

The day was quiet in the South Pacific. Gomsopac 300150 
summarizes the 29 th local. 

Plans have been completed to reinforce GUADALCANAL, and 
to construct an alternate landing strip in the vicinity of AOLA 
BAY. It is nlanned that the Bth marines will be landed to rein¬ 
force the rarrison November 3 rd (local) and that cart of the 5 th 
Marine Defense Battalion, 1 BN lL7th Infantry, 1 battery FA, 

2 COs 2nd T'^rine raiders, and 500 ACORN personnel will be landed 
at AOLA the same day. (See Gomsopac 300602 for escorts and co¬ 
operation by other Sopac and SWPac forces). 

The 0.0. LION ftl will oroceed to Sonac and assist in 
formulating recommendations and execution of a graduated move¬ 
ment of that LION to the South Pacific. 

The Central Pacific was nuiet. TF 1 continues training 
in the HAWAIIAN Area, basin." at PEARL. TF 11 has been formed 
under Rear Admiral Ramsey and will be ready to nroceed South in 
the near future. 

Cincpac 301B19 deals with defensive mines. Experience 
to date is not conducive to extension of this method of warfare. 

Three enemy cruisers were sirhted well to the westward 
of the ALEUTIANS and were observed on a westerly course. These 
cruisers may have made a sweep into the Bearing Sea. 

Nothing new is reported concerning enemy deployments or 
intentions. 
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October 30th . 

Following the usual morning conference the question of 
sending certain old ^Bs of TF 1 to the South Pacific was discussed, 
/mile no decision was reached it was considered feasible to send 
two BBs to ouerate either with or without ACVs. If BBs are sent 
the MARYLAND and COLORADO probably will be the first to go. 

The day was extremely quiet in all areas. In the South 
Pacific our forces were refueling, refitting, and reorganizing. 

The enemy is presumed to be doing the same. Comsopac gives a 
summary to the morning of the 30th (local) in his 310534. The 
SW Pacific air continued attacks on enemy shins in the SHORTHAND 
and RABAUL areas. Two direct hits are claimed on a probable CA 
in the former nlace. These attacks are valuable for several 
reasons. .Army nilots are trained in navigation and combing; re¬ 
ported hits and near misses may inflict imoortant damage; the 
enemy is not permitted to rest secure in the harbors. 

Oincpac 310355 gives views on the employment of submarines 
in the SOLOMONS area. 

Comsopac 310206 pink requests Comgensooac to dispatch 
earliest practicable one Army infantry regiment reinforced, less 
one battalion,to GUADALCANAL. 

Due to shipping, the departure of the first combat team 
of the 25th Army Division from OAHU to the South Pacific is now 
delayed until November 25 th, and the second team should leave 
early in December. 

There is no news of enemy major units in the South Pacific. 
Five enemy DDs are scheduled to land reinforcements at GUADALCANAL 
November 2nd (local). Cominch points out that enemy actions may 
well be linked with our national elections due next Tuesday. 

&f>C 
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October 31st 

The Chief of Staff, Hawaiian Denartment, and TF comman¬ 
ders at PSARL where -present at the morning conference held by 
Admiral Nimitz. 

The story of the loss of the HORNET is told in Comsopac 
011312 pink. The noor torpedo shooting by our DDs is not under¬ 
stood. Also, as the two enemy and nine own torpedoes failed to 
sink the carrier, there is a suggestion that we should push sal- I 
vage measures in the hope of saving wounded ships. Comsopac 
011050 pink gives his estimate of enemy plane losses and a summary 
of own plane losses in the October 26th engagement. ’.Ve still are 
not fully informed of our own damage on that day. For example, 
it was learned today for the first time that the MAHAN has serious 
damage forward, and the SAN JUAN requires docking. 

Comsopac is now giving his submarines good information of 
enemy movements. This should be beneficial. 


Tomorrow two AKs and one AP will arrive at GUADALCANAL 
with supnlies including 8 - 155 ram guns. 


A task group has been sent to intercept 5 enemy DDs ex¬ 
pected to arrive at GUADALCANAL tomorrow night. 


CTF 62 3109^-6 describes the AO LA RAY project. A fighter, 
then a bomber strip will be constructed as soon as Dossible. 

Comsopac 312126 recommends a reorganization of this force. 
This has to do with the Amohibious Force. 


The landing strin at FUNAFUTI is now 3500 feet long. This 
is a very cmick construction job. 

The KINGFISH reports sinking 12.000 tons of enemv shin¬ 
ning off HONSHU. 

A submarine was reported by a plane 120 miles SW of CA T IU. 
There are no new enemy developments. (.v- 
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November 1st 


General Emmons and the TP commanders present at PEARL 
attended the usual morning conference held by Admiral Nimitz. 

The events of the previous day were reviewed. 

Comsopac 012359 is an operations summary. Comgen 1st 
MarDiv 010515 renorts the crossing of the MATANIKAU RIVER by 
the 5th Marines. A large force of enemy cruisers and destrojrers 
was sighted by our search planes during the afternoon about 
100 miles NE of ISABEL ISLAND. Comsopac estimated that the 
force intended to make a sweep through INDISPENSABLE STRAIT to 
attack our surface forces. TP 65 was ordered to attack but was 
unable to intercept the enemy during the night, and so rejoined 
the transport grouo. The transport group had been ordered to 
retire toward ESPIRITU SANTO. In the absence of enemy contacts, 
the landings planned for the 3rd will take place on the 4th (local). 

During the night the FULLER and C0N v NGHAM were in col¬ 
lision. The destroyer has a flooded fireroom and speed reduced 
to 10 knots. She was directed to seek shelter inshore at MALAITA. 
The FULLER damage was slight. 


Commardiv 1 010501 gives the progress of landing strips 
at GUADALCANAL. 

Cincpac notified Comsopac of the probable use of MOHAWK Wgk 
BAY in the SWALLOW ISLANDS by the enemy during the .last enemy 
advance. This information was noted in RI and may have been 
seen by Comsopac. A 

The SUMNER will complete the survey and have new charts 
ready November 5th. A 


Cincpac 012115 gives views on the press announcements 
regarding the HORNET. 

The sighting of enemy forces to the eastward of the 
SOLOMONS is not good evidence of the resumption of the all out 
offensive toward the SOLOMONS. As the enemy knew of our moves 
off GUADALCANAL the day before it seems likely that the force 
sighted v/as ordered to make a sweep to the south in order to 
destroy inferior forces. No CVs or BBs were observed within 
our search area yesterday. 
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Uovtnber 2, 1342, 



~x- following catinato of location of Orange strength in 
the Pacific la suibsaitted by Coribat Intelligence, Fourteenth ITaval 
District* 




' 


L'oat or the Information on location of orange surface and 
air units la now too old to bo of any ;reat value* .Ilia in- 
formation should be usod with caution and with regard to dates 
given* atea sot opposite the information indicate date of last 
location* 
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DQiiP^n .r-iTOC 




Condosran Thro e' In Golonon 10/20# 
:>h irtlcnde .;/30# 


DesDIv 11 

”r™m 

raarasri 

socnAmx 

K^iAKOKO 


C->a codlv 11 Salomons 10/20# 
At Guadalcanal 3/C# 

Sp.vo Islmd 10/lli 
3avo Island lO Al# 
liliaal area IC/i# 


DojiBlV 10 




I,,K.SI 
AgAS&fX 
u. iaiza i 


Cervical iv 10 S&ortlenda 0/C7# 
llo InToita&tictti#' 

ith ..urxo 3 / 20 . • 

2r.btul area j/l7. 

.’lia/t lands J/20* 


D^aDIv 20 

A3A1AH1 

TUG/iil 


Cosaiasdiv 2C In /cagahi# 
Shortland D/23# 

Posalbl^ sunk# 

Barouta Kuro 3/23# 




Cac^lear-jn 4 in Solomns 10/1# 
a.-obably carrying flat Coniccron 4# 


JeaJiv 2 

XUTJAcai 

SASlIDSm 

HAIUJSiSSi 


Condeculv 2 in’lruk aron 9/25# 
®PUk area 0/20 • 

IrUk area 0/20# 

Truk area 9/24 i 
-’rul: :a*oa 3/20# 


9o99.lv 4 

BCWAKI 

HAOUCAili 

ABASH 


Coadasdlv 4 Jlabaul 9/50# 
Oth Ploefc aroa'9/19# 
Truk area 3/24. 

Dcnagikl or sunk# 

Truk area 3/29. 


DoSDiv 0 

Aiil/Wuxvl 

ASA3OTQ 

0,31110 

Kicmsmo 


Con esuiv 0 Yokosuka 9/lC# 

Truk area 9/25# 

:aco • tlrr Yokosuka’to .1. lpan 10/1# 
i&kaa&ar in August# 

Poe Ibly ciaSSc# 


OeaOiv 9 

sJfc-*W 


JUBI330E0 
A3A09K; 


Coracioadlv 9 oacortixV Bin tapore 3/33# 
Truk art:a in August# 
ire area in .'. ucust# 

Sunk 1050 lu^ust 20 Ui in Glomus# 


* 
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HATS 1CAZE 

auttx&ss 


Condo acliv 5 In A^tbon area D /20 . 
jaipan ar«a 10/1*. 
ai ; ;on area ‘n August• 

Sal on In Aurasi. 
laluo area / 25 . 


DoeDIv 22 

•IJfpww*- 

« a. *.j Lu.iX 

SdaArsssi 

KUJATSUKI 

SATSUKI 


In Salmon a£ea D/27. 

2.spire j/lv. 

a.'-Uv L' ^in^apore to Inspire 9/19. 
;a2o D/SO. ' 

Salmon 0/12. 


O DoaDlv 24 

HA1CA2E 

AKHttZB 

TQKAZE 

mA2B 


Solamns 9/24. 

Solacnona - Bow Guinea 9/30 i 
Solos ims - IZav Guinea D/30. 
Jtolonono 10/c. 

With 20 .no io/u 

2a "Shall* 9/27 . 


SosHem 0 

DoaDiv 25 

^ . . . 

X v)viUlk 

HDCAZUKX 

KX3ARAQX 


Oeoron C disbanded 17 July. 
Palao 0/00. 


Sunk at Talari, 
a tii China In Aur.net • 
Possibly s in);. 


OeoSIv 29 

— 

A3ARA0I 

yur&oi 

W i ^Sg2-SL 

OmDIy 30 

' 1 ryj”; 

UtlUEI 


jscorfcixjG rhino’- Rabaul 10/1* 

1 'ol&o area ley'I. 

.'r-C: area 10/4. 

.tares* 10A-. 

C, daabonded but lafenL»r'^^W<S?fcbd liar© to 

““ account Tea* tlioso SOs. 

2 nln a 0/27 i 
.un . 9/27. 


Joslton 10 

JosJlv 7 

■jAitAuAiia 

UABAFAZE 

Q uasio 
■xDoiro 

DoflDlV 10 

HAEI02H0 

KASACt&O 

Yoouao 


‘sfsco: * 

•iRb . r D/22. 

.nfc . / 27 . ' 

2r:* 1 ./Ol. 

' 7 . U-t. 

CxV.eaciv 10 Yokosuka 9/30. 

. '.ai- .•: /7. 

■-■ . la Aurast. 

okos’i^ 10/1. 

11. Cordiv 1 in August. 


























Der.-2.lv 17 



tfflAKAZ2 



.1 -ied DoaDlva 

Das-'ly 1 

IK3KASS 

SAEIE&ZS 

HTSLMfAZC 

KAIIIKASB 

JesDlv — 

T 31 TA 

Bi.il/ 



xmsm/L 

3ASAS 

2tiuDlv 32 

, , <T I . ■ ■»*»« 

peso ~ 

ASAC AO 



DoaDiv — 

-^wi n iw »in«iw 

SATSAJOIZS 

C&XKADI2 

3 HIQKASS 

(B'^0 








OOUGLHO 

ECfODORJ 

IUTADOOA 

OHAJiX 


roana/vsi 

XXXQB/&X 

1' u-»* ill- w- --k 

AHATSCKI 

DAXATSOEC 

II/.rSUDUKI 

70HU23UEI 

31T ’ vrn ' :l -^ Mr 

MO.TSTJZX 



Dorado gdiv 17 Dhok area 9/27. 

Do IrtTorsaatlon# 

/ a. 

•/..'••>; Dr. C rib Qua laic anal 3/2G. 
IKjOuI 0/07. 


C :D rlv 1 2 r & 3 / 03 . 
I *o liv xma tirea. 

Dor: r.,'D..> a/DO. 

a ic/1; 
-tiirv o area 10/1* 

!7o ira ormfcion. 


Do Inforrsa t ioeu 
Do InToi^jc-tioai 
Do Di'n-'-r loii* 


Domosa araa assorting 9 /;:o. 

A'ewsf ai’cn 9/f2. 

Ho information. 

Ktortlag In .. .a • 

• #- . 

Condoollv 30 escorting In s#D. Asia 3 / 20 . 
Saigon 0/27. * ' 

I Jo uiforr:atIon. 

Singapore area 3/14 • 


Saimaa 9/Doi 
lipirc 0/07» 
ihipira 0/27. 

Palao ©aoortlng IC/1. 
Dor A: am area 0/CD. 


A’o’.;- :.'/■• A-. ,-c.’o >/: • 

South diina 9/ A. 

■Din aporc In J^ko. 

' :o infomati on# 

Do iifr .- rr A Ion. 

1 -foiriatlon. 

Do infornafcion. 

Do infomatiem# 

Do -m'orras.tloni 
Do Info vaat Ion. 
iplrc 3/1. 
northern area 0/20 m 
Itarslialls 0/21. 


0 » 
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O Sublfem 1 

—133 s — 

OubOlV 1 

' 1 " "* 


1-02 
1-23 

1-17 
1-13 
1-25 

Aue. 

SubQon 2 

1-4 




SttoDiv 7 

~!=I- 

1-2 

1-3 

1-7 

1-5 


O 

1—175 
I-170 
I-7C 
1-3 

« 

1-172 

I-16C 

1-103 

OubBon 5 

Z.-1C5 




5^iv20 

I-15G 

1-150 


i:m v o area 10/4 

• 

’Jruk area 10/4 • 
al::oa area 10/4# 
area 10/4 • 

Jrtluit 10/4. 

At or now Julult on 10/20* 
dot? Srit/ In - Aoloaona 10/4. 

Jruk 10/4. 

1-25 and I-2C 3:&>Div 2 and SubDly 4 dole tod. 

— 

UJaJocafcod. 


0 oodono’A '1 Island 10/15 . 
Goouanoiy Island 1C/20 • 
Itabaul 10/30. 


roI:o:r..L.:: 10/4. 

OolOES OB 10/7. 

Hens JrltAln - Solotions 10/4. 

' • r.M abaul area ic/ll. 

IlXT'C 10/4. 

Trufe 10/4. 

!?ruk 10/4. * 

BSu c : ... Pcmolbly Truk - •' in 10/ 

. 4 

r 0mk 10/4. 

:aaolx> 10/4. 

- .ul - olanono 10/4. 

reus*© 10 / 4 . 

10/4. 


Unlocatod• 


Rabaal - dolxnno 10/4 . 

TAllOC G. LrOu a 

Onlocatt 

-10- 1122 


























Qhbn n c 


1-122 

1-123 


3ubn>a 7 

- 


HO-34 


ZUv 26 

w— 


nO-63 

P.0-6G 

no-ci 


-r. 

no-64 

no-CD 


33 


si&n 




1-13 

I-1C 


3 


Olv 3 

Sr 


1-22 

1-24 


3”' 


■N 


#ii 

I—28 

I-CO 

1-30 


o 




I—3C 

no-ioo 

1-103 

no-ioc 

1—152 


- 11 - 




Gallon 10/4, * 

7!o iofanaatlon. 
3a Icon 10/4 • 


flabaul - Solorana 10/4. 
n«baul - Oolocaons 10/4. 
Ra auX - Oalonana 1C/4. 


Kara 10/4* 
Pure 10/4. 


Onlaato area 10/i • 

t:uto 10 / 4 . 

Qttin&to area 10/4. 

hjnk. 


:;oi‘ 2 ;orn area 10/4 • 
northern area 10/4 • 
northern area 10/4. 


Yokosuka 10/4 • 


Yokosuka 10/4; 

Yokosuka 10/4# 

In- -lflpensable 5 traits Patrol 10/20. 


Yokosuka 10/4. 
Jalult 10/4. 
4r^plre 10/4. 


0airman I 0 / 4 . * 
::o Infamutlan* 

Saloon 10 / 4 ; 

A-Jctm 10 / 4 . 


:m it in;. lut in Juan, 
kittlr.; v’t in T i&y. 

. in .1 t. 

->ol >u 11S 10/2 • 

■nlocaood. 
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13x8 stricken Tron the Bavy List 0/1/42. 































AIKOICU KAHU 
AICET3USH2BA KAHU 
C3UT03S 
cimrooA. 

FUJIKAWA KAHU 
Goairu barb 
HIUO BAHU 
EAH2K&A BAKU 
KABXTilU BIA.HU 
EAKOI 

? r -Aiiro baku 

KATSUJO BASU 
EOTXAftA 2SAJ1U 
XattSS SSARU 
BA&XSOS EAI8J 
BAHUTO liAHU 
IT2H0U ttAaU 
SIS30B BAKU 

uorono 

HJ3SHIU 
0K3T3 BAKU 
SAU'JKI MAHU 
3AJRE0 tlAHU 
#0 Sr.IJU BAKU 
SHIEAV/A EARU 
CTDAI BARB 

aazasso bajsj 
(< ; 2 sjaAa MArar 


Rabaul 3/2Q. 

.'-)i ?i:i >nc, O/gO . ■ 

Solononsi IG/IG. 

Hr ilt 10/3. 

Yokooulm 2/9. 

'.arsballa 10/ci. 
k>lonona 9/10 i 
Yolcoouke. 10/1. 
ttort'iem area 0/13. 

jalp/in area 10/27 probably t>nrouto Japan 

Kendari j/:: 1 . 

.1 IQ/l. 

Yokoou’ a; O/OC. *!ay be ‘ danced* 

Uibeul - ^olosapod 0/19. 

How .'Britain /l2 . 

Tr k aroa‘0/17. 
r'jro loA* * 
ftebaul 10/1; 

Habaul 10/C* 

>olaaDns lo/lJ. 

Oasebo 0/li^. 

Yokosuka lo/co. . 

3uin croa 10/0. 

::ir utc to R-y.idUl 0/19. 
aul In July* 

To arrive H«b«ul ll/b fron ohortlends. 
Harsballs in July. 

Truk area 10/04 enroute to binc&porc. 
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ALgQgjlftffi 

V'tnasufc njjp ^ sarV0( ^ ®* October 24, tliore */or»c ® till no Japan© oo 

Ho inform t ion# 

~ . *k8Ufcl2cionl inUraatlon for an eniiaato of Japanese air strenrth. 

vfilch however, Is not bollv Vod to bo Croat# Jit* Costdr* or t!i© 2£rxl ’ 
/*?* **" «*® -ckoo Alx* Group appeared to be at Truk 10/2C. 2h§ 

^xjzXi aroup still 111 toe D«h»I. 1C^7, and 3 5 th Air Group y«c.s 
at Aaoon possibly enrmte How Britain 10/7. Darwin was raided October 
-- 24th and 25th by inly 3 pianos and October 20 by 1 plane. During 

October very few pianos b&v© been soon on Tlnor and Anbon* The largest 
nusbor soon at my me tins was Q /VP at Dill! on October G and 
October 10 and G jpVP at Koepang on October 7 end 0# 


JLV>--Af 


o 


O 


gUBEA 

~ ~ r 113 ' * -'-‘Rt Info rant Ion tor an o otiaa to or Japanese air str w i rth 

-* 1 area* The 25 th Air riot \£->.Ieh lormrly had eooaand of opora— 
«lsns lii this area lads noved to the Golonons and no Air'Plot appears to 
■ ; - • ' •• — : . , ; 
cse air raids m Tort Tiarooby during: October were on October 2 2(3 VT3) - 
October 25 (2 VHD) and October 23 (2 VUB)* There was on- raid on 
n!..lno Jay on October 22 (3 VKD) by orobably the sane pianos tshich 
raided Port itorosby that some day* n October 5- there a-noarod to 
be as xseny as 20 /VP at Buna and Lac, but since then, 4 has been 
the xcrcoot mrfccr seen at ny one tine. It appears that p -ac tic ally - 
ull Japanese pianos to marly in Hew Guinea have noved to the Solasaans, 

• ■-* " ■ -^24^ 

The Cotii Air Plat app ars to have asouE»d coanand of operations 
an t ic Solomons. The Coioir. of tho 2Gth Air Plot appeared t Tr ie 
10/30. Hath ng has boon heard fr :a the Clot Air - lot during the 
past'week but it is robably still in this area. Since October 
aDt i., the Japanese air attacks on Guadalcanal a-pear to have slowed 
do«n considerably* This nay bo due o bad weather or to the de¬ 
struction of 37 /VP over G adalcanal on October 23 cad 25th* "he 
: **vy lease c suffered by Jjo Ju>&n cso a*»-j©ar to have had sor» offoct. 

At Buka on October 30th, there \,oro 21 /fP arid G VUB (7 of the 27 
reported Gane-ged) as oxapored with CC on October 3rd* Boa -.ich con¬ 
centration aa tho 71 /VP at Lalruntii October 9 th I vis been coon 



ci Haviooc airfield n October 1C a d 3 VP and 13 VPB an October 23 th. 
It is possible that the Japanese ere now flying VHB to Havl n to 

on Habcul. 


•r>- 
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2!iore is not ouf: icicnt info roe. ti on to ©otiaate Japan©so dr 
strength in ills amA 'out it probably ic no Greater or not as great 
•:.s r port ' l-.~ vc:;k. 


CO type t.T 
40 VHB 

1C Tour onrino VP 
24 float plans 3 

total ;E*7 

IToto that tills ‘oca not Inoludo carrier said other ship-baa d circroft 



14th, 19th and Cliitoee A.tr Groups 


arc* still very active in this area. 2b© 14th and 19th appear to bo 
condos ting extensive search operations fbr 'S.s.Fleot units from 
the- Gilberts -if-- tl:• t ra i yp Ihl3 u ivity at l.’nkixw 

Chi tone Air Group appears at llillc. Ihe 24 th Ah' riot is closely 
associated with seaJ'GT corroandt hi the Golonone but this is robably > 
due to scorch operations and not to the movouenfc a* planes from this 
area to toe 3olaa,>ns. Ghoro ia no Indication of any increase or 
docroacc hi air strength, in tils area uhich Tor booo tlno has been 
reported to bet 

12 four engine flying boats 
24 seaplanes 
54 twin engine VHB 
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Kuoh of the latonuatian on the®* air units 13 too old to be of 

O ^S value and'should >* accepted ith caution uaa«rith record to 
th© antes given* 







o 


Hull Air noot 

llGi -capiat -rally 

lUfi . u^lat-iidiv 

21st Air ; lot 

Kanoya Air Group 

2oko Air Group 

SOni Ul> . jot 

3rd Air Group 
Tskao Air Group 

25rd Air Hot 
Bilioro Air Gryop 
G«nzan Air Group 

24th Air Flot 




:ir up nt any no 

Continue s to be on active i^ajor coruiand in th* sol¬ 
as ins with its control atation at Sabaul. 

Continues active in the Solonons. 

Solaaons 0/22* 

Solomons 10/21 at ihich tira© it Indicated that it 
had only 15 planes available fbr attacking Ouad- 
«ilc anal * 


27 VF, 36 VH3 


Coadr# at Havienc 9/20- * 

c'otachoont at Goben-; 9/20. 


12 V? flylnr boats Caradr* in 3abaul 10/2S. Group 

operating hi the Oolacons* 

Appeared to be at lioopanc 10/1 but traffic routed 
to 2rUk 10/26. 


45 VF, C V0 
45 VIS 


At Buka Passage 9/30. 

Indicat 'd us bein'; at Truk 
10/26- 


Indicated a possible novo south frou inpir® on 10/30 

27 V3B Hobaul area 3/13. 

27 VH3 Cocadr. at Hebaul 0/1 but group 

indicated in .sipiro 9/17 and 
possibly IT & or south 9/25* 

Gtill aotlvo in the Haro?i&lls and Gilberts but 
also no closely associated ®i 'lx roe tor corsiandi 
in th* Golonons probably In connection wi th scout¬ 
ing but possibly moving oono units to that area. 


1st Air Group 1£ VI , 27 VEXJ 




Still in Karnialls. Asnoci- 
ntod with Ituotto and ;>ooci- 
bly a '.lotach'wnt at Itakln* 
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***' 


11th Air . lot (c nt.) 



14til Air G-ro*3> 


12 VP flylrr boats 
3 VJ transports 


Chitos® Air Croup 27 VHD 




C air. at Kokin 10/23, Do- 
taclmcnt at ake 10/22. Con¬ 
ducting searches south from 
the Gilberts# 

Cjn-'r. at Kills 10/20. 


j^h.y-kv lot Soln una* Appear c to have charno of at tael a on 

C-uathlc a; ml • a 10/lC either Ilicaretau or 1'isawa 

Air Group was triuaaforrvd fron the 20th Air Plot 
to tho 23th. 



4th Air Group 


27 VEB 


Vo-nan Air Group 43 AT, C V0 

YohcSicjas. Air ::-rp» 12 VP flylae oats 

C VF float planes 


JvdLmul a rea 0/23. On 0/14 
it was propoaod to return till* 
unit to -nplr© for latest typo 
planes on ccnplotion of the 
horosby Cimqpaign* 

Con r. in labaul eu-aa 0/23. 
Probably still oporatinc 2A 
How Guinea cr ttio Colon’-is. 

Aobaul aroa 0/ 0. >i c/14 It 
aas proposed to return this 
unit to the ifcpire for latest 
ty e pianos on completion of 
f jc Moresby Canpalcn* 


GGlh Air Hot 



Oth Air Group 


Has probably boon replaced by T.C li AIr'ITot as the ] 

mono. Condr* at 2r dc i/30. 

VF, VD Still active in Soloeions 10/10 « 


Elaara'ma Air Grp .27 VIE At Habftul lO/'iO nd on 13/1C 

oithor t : is croup or il3&wa 
Group was trariaferred to 
the 20th Air Plot. 


Kioava Air Group 27 VIE 


^ A.I lit lor 


ml Groups 


2nd Air Group 


VF, V2 


In H.abaul area ab at 0/23, and 
>n 10/16 cither this croup or 
Kisaratau Croup was trano** * 
ferred to Go© 25th Air Flot* 


At 1 .‘a. a::oc. / D. 


5th Air Croup 


Seaplanes 


10/1. 


11th Air Group VP flyipp 'joato 

- 10 - 


■ .1 .■ 

kV to ;o to liar cl ml Is 3/20. 
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Audit l oral Gru ig>a 


16th Air Group 

Seaplanes 

hellovod at .* J ulao, 

17 tli Air Group 

3c^> lanes 

Believed at Truk* 

18th Air Group 

Seaplanes 

Bello vod at Saipan* 

12 th Air Group 

Coop lanes 

Very active In Bar avails and 
Cllho. to, Detaclsuent at 

Bakin 10/22, 

21st Air Group 

Ho data 

Goadr* at Truk 10/15 and croup 
probably still active In fer¬ 
ry operations iron aspire to 
Habaul, 

51st Air Group 

NO data 

Siilippln© "nil* Feasibility 

of transfer to How Britain 
area 3/23, 

53rd Air Group 

Ho data 

itill in D*' •!., possibly 

Jo Jakarta, 10/7, 

35th Air Group 

21 VHB 

D, h,I, unit. Probably still 

there but indicated at 

Anbon 10/7 and possibly staving 
to fthaul, 

• 

40th Air Group 

ITo data 

!lclay area 3/10* 

OOSnd Air Group 

ITo d ta 

0 1 ..; . at "isaratcu 3/30, 

Bay bo an air banc and not 
an air roup. 

751ot Air Group 

Ho data 

Casadr* Indicated at Habeul 
10/19 but Group ndt t’-cro and 
locution doubtful* 

752nd Air Group 

ITo data 

;n 10/23 a poarod to bo 'a now 
"T up or, ibly at alao* 

733rd Air Group 

No data 

On 10/35 appeared to be d new 
Croup possibly ufc .labaal* 

Clinical Air Group Ho data 

uhder tie nhmto 'Defense 
r'ci 2 ‘co Coaaond 0/0• 

Saeki Air Group 

ITo data 

In .rxplre n c nv y luty 0/23, 

3asebo Air Group 

Ho data 

At least a dotachrasnt In * 
haul- olot.iric area j/27. 
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U.-.3 

Shinohlku Air Grp* VHB or a traln- 
* las nit 

SusuSgq. Air Groi^> Ho ata 

XokosruSn Air Grp» Aaaplenos 



Possibly mfc O/aG* 

3 'utli of rruk 10/lm 

Probably at Hobaul or in 
Gol roous# 


O 




o 
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n 

<r> 

h4 

fcS 
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5S 
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or tfARU 


utniuos 



iV> if Owid M, 3I7.T 1012 

jC*v.iis auHsaary Is rsa le up fror. data available up to 12.X), October 31, 
13--2 and only concerns vessels of 500 tons or* ovor as far as can 
bo verified end only vessel: tibiah arc primrily nsrakantaan {ves elo 
itfioa© mass carry‘ die "Ilaini" suffix), altkouc2i asoo of then or© 
naval auxiliaries. 


Tko Xbllowto^ elnkioca ar<r all verified, either by reliable witness, 
cap tired docupenta or translated anony dispatches. Duplication 
ban been eliminated aa far as osoiblo and "probable ri einklnca are 
not listed. 


1AJL, j?. 


DHA3IL UAfSJ 
3. UIFTEU KAUU 

4; i-a**««Bunr 

3. SIKO ZdAFOJ 
G. BAKQDATb KARXT 



7. Hojomim 
o. no... ii*;iu 

. 

10. F5UAIT 17. .TJ 

11. E5IJ0 MU 



is; eeieai: uaru 
is. zauHHJ jSAiitr 
1'. KOttHEC 32A2U 

. 

ic. kauo mnu 
17i LX3303 It MU 
lb. l :• 'A!nr 
l . rr.:.r.:i :r:u 
oo; Mr.;;. ::ru 

. 

23. .If: ::. rj 


23. kOKAGlil MAHU 

24. EOBIETOfiO KAHU 

25. tr-itr JvIaru 
2G. HroeiA ’MBU 
27. BAGA&ASZ HARU 
1X3. ItMIKAl IIAHU 

20. BIS AH HASH 
30. HlbUUJ MRU 

21. kai.**&a:za ua.ru 

32. rani... BAKU 

33. RAKUXO llARU 

34 ; oninsno karu 
35 ; loaxosax sabu 

20. 3F! HAST 2ARU 

57. MMUMMO I.! *iU 

so; :asyo r ru 

50. TAT JO r MU 
40; TALAGA3JA BAKU 

41; 1 t:imj ^ • m . :c 

2. 

43. rmuCTursau) rrru 

44 ; 0 ? JSAH 52AHU #2 

46. ' •: mu 


LI: 



r **rr' ' **** n T*? r T'"*'t ft <5 


70 IV.KZ 



G aliips 

3 Flips 
10 skips 

0 ships 
20 skips 

4 chips 
G skips 

10 ahipa 
15 lilps 
32 s lilpo 

121 TOTAL 


sunk in January 
sunk in february 
sunk in Hurck 
sunk in April 
sunk in ttt.y 
sunk in Jma 
sunk in July 
sunk in Auniofc 
sunk in bep tanker 
surf: in October 
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U XJU 


a; 


TOOKHAMA BAH? 
SASTAXCT BAITJ 


4wXV 


UACT ,/7 


da?i:d: atu;L\ 

7 MARU 


? MAHU 

DAISItET SARt7 
TEIEQ KAmr 



UAirZAI 15AJTU 
mi BARB 
BATAVIA S&AHU 



AR9UIT UAIUJ 


T0HA3 BAH r J2 


siiAi?sau barb 



BIUDUK IWIflJ 

mem bahu 

AFRICA BARB 


ITAX03A5ASI KARB 
's^ 3ATJOBI BARIT 


L.VTJ 3071. 



iati 



A-round on reef 340°, SCOO Kto* 
fror; UJao la* 

330 tone, Arriv s Tarawa Jet. Glut 
A«B* 9 departs Tarawa Oct* 31 ?• • 
Arrlveo Jaluifc Bov* 3rd* 

os* FT. -rived Beru .Is* Oct. CGti .1 
for recomaisaanoG or patrol (tenp*) 


Oct* 23 th enroute Yokosuka via 

Chlc!iijk'.uu 

>opartod dalpen Oot* 30th arriving 
Irak :'ov. 2nd. 

Boparta Dankok for Osaka Oct. ? 
with cargo of "7200 tons cold ore. 
-oporto -anlrok for hob© Oct* ? 
with 1QCC general cargo, 7500 tons 

g old ore. 

cpcj-ta Bankote for Fob© Oct* ? 
with cargo 3000 tons rice, 
departs daalrok for Qsolui Oct. ? 
tilth 4000 tons of rioe* 

(Regular Indo China - Qapire run) 
/arrived Osaka frosa 3«nl:ok Oct ? 
with 13120 torxo rice and general cargo* 
departs ? cap Ire port for ? Indo China 
port (Oct. 30 th? ) • 

departs ankok for Qpaka - Kobe Oct.? 
'-'ith 3000 to:i3 of rice. 

(Regular liner - Japan to viouthaeoa - 
Indo China). -<as onroute South o&s to 
Bur© - laaebo Oct* 15th with 9700 tons 
of rivo. Arrivi ir. rooro Fov.? frOn 
Truk via Tolao, . lkpapeo 9 doerr. .. 
sports IIov. 13th ha asaki for 
Yan.tao river port* 
departs i^aikok late Oet. for Yokoharaa 
with 9200 tons of rise, 
departs snlook late Oct* for Tokyo 
with 3100 tons of rice, 
departed Saigon Oct* 2Cth for Tokyo 
rclth 4000 tons of rice and 3120 tons 
general cargo* 

Departed dankofo Oct.? for Ydkohnoa 
vlth 3500 tons rico* 
rrlved Yokosuka vicinity Oct. 30th. 
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Dorr: B\ 3 U 

KTOETO HARU 


•awa 


o 


irippon hahu 

PDTOKAViA UAP/J 

‘DyomaA rAHu 
HBiasasAH sabs 

>AI MBU 


inn'll 


as sus&:qsi 


epai’ted ?'»a^saki Oct# 20th for 
Ahanchkl* Ja;-!an - China ferry. 
Arrived Yokosuka, area Oct# 30 th. 


Truk vicinity Oct# 2Gth. 
uliorticnd Oct* 30 th* 

J ifiba-.il vicinity Oct# 20th# 

Greeted to arrive Rabaul Oct* 31st# 
Due arrive ’iabaul fron Ahjortland 
r-Jov. 2nd via 5-07S - 153-20::. 


Sifted in harbor Oct. 29 th 11 , 3000 ton-class AKc, 1 , 15000 
ban cIgkg ATI* Oct. 3 Qth 1 , AO, 2 , A 3 , 2 , A?* 


l?ALAY AR.A 



»•—Goxrsan blockade 
GteeaMP 


Deported bonkofc Act. 30th yith corco 
of rubber, tin, copper, Shellac and 

t recto:u 







s-> 
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ITia’ai - no c!ian:;©* Occupation Tore© ap¬ 
pears to consist of one infantry reginont, 
reinforced, on© naval landing force (lla- 
isuru ,. o) and uard units* 


droop strength 


2. 


ftTf I tPT WW I 


3,000 - 


3hd©r the Cth 3a3© Force, these islands 
ore occupied by the Yokosuka Z and a 
snail part ctf tiie YokosuSta ,/G Special 
Landinr. Forces, and the 02nd, G3rd, C4tl; 
and C3th G uard ForcoD. 

MaVlm 

C2nd Guard Puree --------- 

hth >poc'al I; I'in rco (;:m> 
station unknown) - — 

Total - 


Abersam j 

C2nd, (33rd, and G4th O’jarC . orces 


Billot 

C2nd Guard Force ---------- 

dohono;; a:: ja 

Laol: or ground activity by 11m Japanese on 
Guadalcanal since ‘die ropuleo of their 
attacks on our linos and a loop ted mow- 
nont ox noro re inf ore or.on ta to Guadalcanal 
indicate that tide Japanese uave lost the 
Initiative* 


4,000 


00 


g oo 

^U5 


270 


120 


Seferoncos to tic Tacts that very few now 
units apjiearod in radio traffic during 
tlxe past week and that as roc la tlona with 
convoys were rare so oris to lad 1 cat© that 
the forces to fight the battle in the 
Solonxns are already ir. this area * 

Vayuo indications of novenonts of troops 
via Palao were aoen, but ■ so la- 
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Captured documents leTInlfeely placed th© 
21 b t Independent rLscd Brigade In the 
J'ohoda aroa, end thus eliminated that 
Brigade no a rein* n*co: sent tor the Jap¬ 
anese for cos in the 3olCEnona* 

7 c r.oril Defcadbmnt (1st Datafaalion 220th 
iifantry, 30th Division) which was Jioted 
frequently as being on board cruisers 
earns lo be asr > h the Dune* 

Koko&a araa then with luxdalcanal. 

Horo of the 2nd Division lias b .cn Ident¬ 
ified as being on Guadalcanal. 

lovoral landings of’ i*e inforeextents on 
Guadalcanal wore a tcrapted, and were ro- 
pulaed and whether or not any fresh 
troops £ot ashore is not ascertainable. 

units of the Ahataukl Fore©, the nature 
of which is undeteminod, still ap oar 
at Palao and arc on unperdietable factor* 

. (A) ISilts recently drived in this aroa: 

Done • 

(3) unite already in the area and capable 
of reinforcia; tijo 3olorioiia: 

At ;abaul: 





17tii Anv (Ions units in TJew Guinea 

and Guadalcanal) ---------- 20,000 

2nd Army Division (lcaa units on 

Guadalcanal and earoute there) - - - 4500 10,000 


(Spread In eirerirth uo to uncertainty 
as to vjhnther it is a triangular or a 
square divleion) 


2 units of the Akateuki Fore© (Dos* 

2045 Girl C1C7)- ? 

flkaaefel Anti-Air era t Daiu (pt'obably 

a rap Incut or less) - — - -- -- - ? 

r.urc Ho. C Spocial Landing Force - - 1,500 

No* 1 Tobu Brigade--- 7,000 
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in Duin-Fai si-dlnrblende Areas 

Ak&tsuki Uhit (bollevod o bo onrlno'-r 
reyinent or 2nd Division) 
iasebo j-G Opclcul Lru-dJiv;' 7o?»co 
x&kosulia !«o# C Special Lcndlnc oroo 
Saaobo SRo* 20 G'lclaod) .".nodal Land¬ 
ing . arc© 



500 

liDOO 

1,500 

1.500 1.500 


otal roinforcenenls readily available 50,700 43,000 


(c) Uhl to associated trith this area Indi- 
catirJG thoir possible transfer* to 
tills area: 


Davao 1st land try; Dorco (/ any) ? 

16th Jivtaiacrx (Mo ncr. Information on 

tills unit) 25.000 


Total possible rolnforcenonto ----- 25,000 


(Shis fl,;uro riot incl'Klcd In total 
troop s.rcn . .. -Mr. area)# 


(D) Unit o already on Guadalcanal# Organization Tablo 

Strength 


Units of Second 1 vision# 

4th n© liaent (Infantry) ------- 

COfch To pinout (Infa try) ------ 

2nd . lold Artillery Royinonfc - - - - 
124th (QJsa) Do li*>nt (Infantry) of 
10th Division ------------ 

15th Heavy Artillery r:e Irani - - - - 
28til (nd) nogtonl of 7 th bivloion- 
Slscallanooufl Units. 

Aoba Da t alien — - -- -- -- -- 
laar.ia ore© ,/lodD (Do Merit ?)---- 

lava. uchl Detachment -------- 

Hiborrore. Detachaent -- ------ 

JOBra&aoto otaebsaenfc --------- 

daoaki :atb;llon — - ----- 

Units i C170 and C171 nl IkatatCri . orcc 

. a: lya hflnc r do. — ----- 

Davy Apodal Landin orcos: 

2ure Do. 5 - - — - -- -- - 

Zlaizuru 5 • 4 ----------- 

.ion-or s (dotsuci) --------- 

Less eatiraated los os-*- - - — - - 
Droop strength - -- ------- 
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2;000 

2,000 

2,500 

0 

2,000 
2,TOO(?) 

2,000 

600 

2,000 

? 

? 

? 

600 

? 

170 



:’lUS 

lus 
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( ) C-arriaona In Bittaaz^-Aolonono Area. 


u Britain 

Gaanata - -- -- -- -- -- -- -- 50 

Tabaul -4,000 

Talaroa - -- -- -- -- -- -- -- 50 

Tli*re art probably otbar snail lo— 
tac?ir»nts at ?*ondo aml on the 
‘A’UlftUBftz poninsul*. 

"otal - 4,100- 4200 

!*©« Ireland 

EKYlflOg - - - - --- 000 


Hqnalndcr of island and naorby islands 
mtwtod by snalT lo and ds» 

tadhncnto. 


SaCLcnona 
Boxicalnvill© 
(Buka) 
(Cabana) - > 
(£lota) - - 
( Bain) - < 


1,000 

COO 

100 



Heir Georgia 

I Vial Harbor) - - 
ncndova Island) - 
bieldion Anchor a'-e) 

Irlnrjola) - - 
Glzo) - - - 


200 

50 

50 

50 




Halalta (snail datacanonfcs to tailin' ) 100 

Russell Island ----------- 50 


Santa I said. - 
(::ufu Point) 
(Vlkenarc Point) 
(Rabfcta Bay) - 


150 

100 


S22 


"otal Oarr laoaa Troops - -- -- -- - 9,100 to 9 f 200 

Total Troone in lolonons area proper 

(Totals of D and ) -21,100 to 21,200 


'Total troops In Tlasarcks - 

Solxtons area (Totals of 3,9 and S) 59,000 to 70,200 
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: jriii— ana- '.oScoda uroa. rroops lien© arc 
the 21st Independent Brigade consisting 
of fan infantry regiments 104 th and 41 b t, 
or.o engineer regiment (15th), cavaliy, 
and the one nountain rnm .artillery rc;- 
Inont (3rd), 1©S3 loasoo, and two Ikxvy 
dpeeial laming Forces (Gasobo i5 and 
rohOBUloa *,’5) ^ \ich are probably In Gio 
3una area* Ho iruorcsesonbs havo boon 
moving up to the front here and one be. ,- 
fcnlion (ist battalion (Sori) of the 220th 
Inf* 30 th blv) is ap arc ;tly bound hero* 

Total troops --------------- 

Lae - Farldwra Valley ----------- 

:*ubo ----------- 

3alasMR3& - ;usnn diver ---------- 

Ferrusan Island (Sasebo £5 G*L* .)---- 



C,000 

2.000 3,000 

1^000 
2,000 
200 


Total troops - -- -- -- -- -- -- -- 11,000 - 32 ,000 
Total troopn in South --------- - 70,200 to 02,200 


Poaci lo Reinforoaaents 
TOTAL 


20.000 

00,000 to 107,000 




Havy Special 
r!uro 3 - - 

Bare ,/C - - 
Pure ;G - - 
Malzuru .'3 
ISaisuru 4 
Sasebo #5 - 

Sasebo #6 - 
Sasebo j/8 - 
Yokostflca 1 
Xoboouka JZ 
Yokosuka . 4 
Yokosuka „ b 
Yoltosuka J ; G 

Sasebo f20 


Landing’: Forces (about 1000 non each}* 
---------------- - Ineffective due to 

casualties* 

---------------- - Guadalcanal 

---------------- - nabaul 

- Kick* 

---------------- - Guadalcanal 

- --------------- nuna area, Fcrruson 

Islmd* 

---- - -- -- -- -- -- -- Juin 

------ - - - - -- -- -- - .diiangbai 

--------- - - -- -- -- Uakassar area* 

---------------- - Gilberts 

----------- - -- -- - Takao 

----- - -- - — - -- -- - ^ma 

---- - — - -- -- -- -- - ?urt at Buin and 

part in Gilberts 

- - -(Picked)----:>ain 
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Assay unite: 
17 wi Artsy 

Parte at 


Divisions 

2nd (Sandal or old.) -------- 

naauq- sartors - - - --- 

4th Infantry He lixr.t ------- 

20 lx Inffcntry Ho Inont ------ 

2nd Field Artillery r.c/lnent - - - 
ralca'inolii ;v . Do;;L-»at ------ 

Balance - — --- - - - - 

-lot Imkrr.sndont hlnod hri :a ;o - - - 
loth --- - - -- -- -- - 

13 th 


124 th (Oka) Infantry Do Inrnt - - - • 
30th 

let C'ori) Battalion, 220th Infantry 
do.-Inont 


abaul 

Guadalcanal, Duna- 
Kokoda 


Guadalcaiml 
Gua&al canal 
Guadalcanal 
• uadalcanal (?) 
Guadalcanal 
buin - falsi 
’.abaul 

Kokoda Area 
Phillipinee por- 
haps pert at 
Palao 

Guadalcanal 


on crulsoro in 
hla' : :arcl:s area 
boon. for Buna 


Detaciuscnfce (af varying sizoe) 

Aoba Battalion - -- - ------------ 

Akatook! Fare© 

Con anil nr Officer - -- -- -- -- -- -- 

unit Ho. 2040 - ---- 

unit i:o. 2042 - 

Halt Bo. 2043 - 

unit no, rac7 -- - 

amt :io. cisa -- 

unit ito. a7i- 

unit no. 6173 - 

lean Force 

Ccrivane-in: 0.'lieor - -- -- -- -- -- -- 

Unit Ho. 1330 (Do-,?)--- 

nnr&£UQht Dotacfcrxmt -- ------- 

Ilitaaura ’orco -- ------------ 


Davao First Lending rare© 

'Zakiya :v:in-..ur Co.- 

He-. 1 Yohu Brigade — - 
Oicasaki -\nfci-Aircraft Unit 


Guadalcanal 


Itabaul 

Dnplr© 

Barilla 

Dabaul 

.iabaul 

iiplr© 

Guadalcanal 
Shortlando area 


.’abaul 

Guadalcanal 

adalccnal 

Oiridolccnal 

Palao 

Cmdaleimal 
GabmCL 
Aboard chip, 
Solar* ^ns area. 
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ESTIMATE OF ENEMY CAPABILITIES 

/NlovJ !, 

1. Brief of Events during October, 1942 . 

SOUTH PACIFIC . (All dates Hawaiian Time) 

On October 1 it was estimated that 3 enemy CVs 
and 4-6 BBs plus cruisers and DDs were operating in the TRUK - 
RABATJL area. FUNAFUTI was occupied by us on that day. Admiral 
Nimitz and certain members of his staff returned to PEARL from 
an inspection of the South Pacific on the 4th. TF 17 carrier 
planes raided the BUIN - FAISI area on the 5th. Damage to 
enemy was only moderate because of extremely bad weather in 
the target area, but we suffered no losses. On the night of 
10-llth TF 64.2 intercepted an enemy force off SAVO ISLAND. 
Damage inflicted seems to be - 1 cruiser sunk, 3 cruisers bad¬ 
ly damaged or sunk, 4 DDs probably sunk. We lost the DUNCAN; 
the BOISE was badly damaged; and some other ships involved were 
slightly damaged. On October 12th one army regiment arrived to 
reinforce GUADALCANAL garrison. On the 13th large forces were 
sighted east of the SOLOMONS approaching GUADALCANAL. No strik¬ 
ing force engagement resulted, but during the next day six APs 
landing troops on the NW coast of GUADALCANAL were attacked by 
our planes setting three on fire so badly that they had to be 
beached. On the 15th the enemy was estimated to have the fol¬ 
lowing combatant ships in the general RABATJL - SOLOMONS area: 

6 BB, 3 CV, 7 CA, 7 CL, about 30 DDs. On the 16th the McFARLAND 
at GUADALCANAL was severely damaged by a bomb hit. The VIREO, 
towing a PAB barge load of avgas to GUADALCANAL, and escorted 
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by the MEREDITH, v/as abandoned due to fear of an air attack. 

The VIREO crew cut the tow adrift and embarked in the MEREDITH. 
Sometime thereafter, the MEREDITH v/as lost in an air attack. 

The VIREO and barge v/ere salvaged. On the 17th the SAN JUAN 
and PORTLAND raided a Jap patrol line south of the GILBERTS. 

On the 18th Vice Admiral Halsey relieved Vice Admiral Ghormley 
as Comsopac. The CHESTER was torpedoed south of SAN CRISTOBAL 
on the 19th. Also on that day the O’BRIEN, enroute to PEARL 
for repairs, broke in tv/o and sank. On the 21st three DDs 
raided the enemy patrol line south of the GILBERTS. TPs 16 
and 17 joined up as TP 61 on the 22nd. On the 23rd a major 
move of the enemy toward the southern SOLOMONS was discovered. 
The next day the forces were within our search. The SEMINOLE 
at TULAGI v/as sunk by gunfire. On the 25th air contact v/as 
made between the approaching enemy and TF 61. In the air duel 
v/hich followed damage inflicted is estimated as: 2 CV, 1 BB, 
several cruisers and destroyers damaged. (Later reports indi¬ 
cate fair chance of 1 large CV being sunk.) Our damage was: 
HORNET lost, PORTER lost; SOUTH DAKOTA and ENTERPRISE damaged; 
several other vessels slightly damaged. The enemy is believed 
to have lost twice as many planes as we: 130 to 65. After 
this battle both sides retired to fuel and reorganize. 

On October 20th it v/as decided to send 12 submarines 
from Submarines Pacific to the South Pacific. These, plus 
12 from SW Pacific, were placed under CTP 42 who In turn v/as 
placed under Comsopac for operational control. 

During the month the enemy continued to land reinforce- 












A 

^ SECRET - 

ments on GUADALCANAL; make air raids on our positions there; 
shell our airfield; and several times attempted to penetrate 
our positions. The marines did a splendid job of repulsing all 
attacks and keeping the position and airfield intact. Marine 
pilots and own submarines inflicted severe attrition losses on 
the enemy in the SOLOMONS area. SW Pacific planes were of as¬ 
sistance in scouting and damaging enemy shipping. Toward the 
end of the month these activities plus our surface action had 
greatly reduced the surface activity in the vicinity of GUADAL¬ 
CANAL. But in spite of this the enemy has established, and been 
able to support in some degree, a strong force on the island. 

Our difficulties in providing logistic supply to the GUADALCANAL 
area continued throughout the month. We have been able tempo¬ 
rarily to control the sea off GUADALCANAL. Our control of the 
air there has been temporary. Lnemy submarines were extremely 
active along our supply line to the southern SOLOMONS. 

As the month ended there was no indication that the 
enemy had abandoned plans to recapture GUADALCANAL. 

NEW GUINEA . 

The Jap offensive over the STANLEY MOUNTAT NS toward 
PT. MORESBY was stopped only when the advance had reached within 
a few miles of the northernmost PT. MORESBY airfield. During 
the month this offensive has been beaten back slowly and at 
the end of the month allied troops had recaptured KOKODA and 
were advancing toward BUKA. Some American troops have been 
transported to the battle area by air. 

After repulsing a Jap landing in the MILNE BA/ area, 
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the allied forces on the eastern tip of NEW GUINEA and adjacent 
islands have been engaged in mopping up small enemy detachments. 


Several small enemy landings have been made during the 


month on northeastern NEW GUINEA but at no point have new im¬ 
portant positions been established. 

CENTRAL PACIFIC. 


The area was generally quiet during the month. Our 


submarine successes on patrol in Japanese home waters continued. 
During the month 12 fleet submarines were ordered to the South 
Pacific to operate under Comsopac. The Army was ordered to 
transfer the 25th Division from the Hawaiian area to the South 
or SW Pacific. The Army -Hawaiian Air transferred 24 heavy bomb¬ 
ers and 50 fighters to the South Pacific. 

NORTH PACIFIC. 


In the ALEUTIANS the major activity was bombing of KISKA 


by Army planes from ADAK. While some success was achieved, the 
Japs were not forced to abandon KISKA, nor were our submarines 


able to find many targets. The^difi .however, abandon ATTU and 
AGATTU. Some pressure was brought on Cincpac to use EBs to 
bombard KISKA. Authority to reduce the cruisers in TF 8 to 
two - the RALEIGH and DETROIT - was approved by Cominch. The 
garrison at ST. PAUL- was established. 


At the end of the month the Japs hold KISKA but their 


position is believed to be almost untenable. Our positions 
seem reasonably secure with fairly sizeable garrisons. 

2. The Situation. 


(a) Enemy . 


ince the middle of August the Japs have 
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been assembling troops and ships in the general RA3AUL area. 
During the last days of Octo ier they were turned back, tempo¬ 
rarily at least, in what appeared to be another start of an all 
out offensive in the South Pacific. 

There is good reason to believe that the enemy will con¬ 
tinue the attempt to recapture the Southern 3OLOK0NS, and if 
successful, will try to extend his control along the island chain 
to NEW CALEDONIA. Also, he may be expected to attempt to capture 
the remainder of NEW GUINEA. 

Our continued pressure in the SOLOMONS area by all 
forces has caused the enemy losses and delays, but in spite of 
that he may consider himself in a favorable position. Our 
pressure also has the effect of forcing him to a maximum effort 
in the South Pacific and thus prevents him from undertaking any 
sizeable operations elsewhere. 

An estimate of enemy strength as of November 2nd is 
appended. 

(b) Own. TF 1 continues at PEARL for the purpose of 
opposing attempted enemy landings in the Hawaiian area. TF 11 
is at PEARL, and will be ready to depart for the South Pacific 
about the middle of the month when tornedo damage repairs to 
the SARATOGA and NORTH CAROLINA are completed. TF 17 has been 
broken up due to the loss of the HORNET and damage to the SOUTH 
DAKOTA. TF 16 is not fit for battle as a GV striking force 
until the battle damage to the ENTERPRISE is repaired. The WASH¬ 
INGTON, undamaged cruisers and destroyers, and land based air 
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in the 'South Pacific are available to keep the lines of communica¬ 
tions open to the GUADALCANAL area, and to intercept the enemy 
approaching that area. We have 24 submarines available for opera¬ 
tions in the South Pacific under Admiral Halsey. 

Our air strength in the South Pacific is not adequate 
to meet completely all demands. We can, however, provide an 
adequate search and can defend the GUADALCANAL air field. We are 
unable to count on the Army pilots to find and severely damage 
the enemy. Improvement in the air situation is to be expected 
as times goes on. When adequate numbers of planes in the area 
becomes a fact and when the GUADALCANAL airfield is ready in all 
respects for all-weather operations, and when supporting fields 
are constructed, the situation may permit the resumption of the 
offensive. 

Most of the Marines in the GUADALCANAL area are tired 
and require relief as soon as possible so that they can rest, 
reorganize, and reequip. The present strength (November 1st) at 
GUADALCANAL will not permit an offensive to wipe out the enemy 
on the island, but this nay be possible after the arrival of re¬ 
placements and reinforcements of about 14000 troops by about the 
10th, - making a total of around 35000 on the island. There are 
several movements of troops toward the Couth Pacific in the offing, 
but as troops arriving are needed for offensive, adequate relief 
for tired troops does not seen probable during November. 

The logistic problem in the South Pacific continues to 

be cause for serious concern. Movements of fuel, food, and 
equipment to the GUADALCANAL area are extremely difficult and 
are undertaken with considerable risk. Handling facilities at 
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all South Pacific ports and beaches are far short of renuire- 
ments. Small fast freighters to run supplies to CACTUS from 
3UTT0N do not exist; therefore large and valuable combat loaded 
freighters have to be employed. 

While our situation in the Southern SOLOMONS is far from 
satisfactory, it is far from hopeless. It is critical, but the 
determination, efficiency, and morale of our people there is so 
fine that even the most pessimistic critics must concede that 
we will win out in the end. 

The OAHU - MIDWAY - FIJI line is still vulnerable to 
raids, but no probability of serious landing attempts is seen. 

The ALEUTIAN situation should give but little concern 
during November. 

3. Broad Courses of Action. 

Overwhelming evidence continues to point to but one 
broad course of action at this time, i. e. to cut us off from 
AUSTRALIA and then capture or neutralize that continent. How¬ 
ever, in spite of this belief, it is necessary to list and brief¬ 
ly to discuss other feasible courses. 

If the enemy continues present large concentrations in 
the TRUK - RABAUL - SOLOMONS area he will be unable to strike 
in force elsewhere. But the enemy has the capacity to make minor 
raids elsewhere in the Pacific and still retain superiority in 
the active area. 

Assuming that major forces are moved to another theatre 
during November, the following courses of action are within 
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enemy capabilities: 

(a) An attempt to capture MIDWAY. 

Always a suitable target, but in view of the bitter 

experience in June, the enemy will be unlikely to make such 
an attempt unless under more favorable circumstances, i.e. 
assured absence of, or after defeat of, our striking forces, 
plus security in the South. It seems most improbable that 
the enemy can assemble necessary forces and arrive off MID¬ 
WAY during November. Nevertheless, major enemy forces are 
unreported since October 26th. It is thus physically pos¬ 
sible for the following to be at MIDWAY on about November 
seventh - at least 6 BB and 3 CV, with supporting cruisers 
and destroyers - escorting and covering a major landing 
force. 

(b) An attack on Western AUSTRALIA. 

The enemy can shift his strength to the westward and 
to jump off from the NEI toward NW AUSTRALIA. This might 
happen if the enemy found losses too great in the SOLOMONS 
to be acceptable. Such a course seems most improbable. 

(c) Raids on our positions from MIDWAY to NOUMEA. 

The advantages which might accrue include: damage 
to our positions and installations of such magnitude as to 
disrupt temporarily our lines of supply to the South Pacific; 
and, to force a diversion which would relieve our pressure 
on the SOLOMONS and thus delay seriously our offensive. 

Raids on points near the active area are quite pos- 
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sible, but as the distance from RABAUL increases the proba¬ 
bility of raids decreases. 

(d) An extension in the ALEUTIANS. 

Considered most improbable because (l) coming bad 
weather; (2) merely holding KISKA may require ali available 
resources; (3) the enemy is aware of our ADAK position. 

(e) An offensive toward INDIA. 

No doubt this is an ultimate aim of the Japanese. 

It cannot take place (with naval support) until the Pacific 
flank is secure. Therefore, we can dismiss this course 
for the month of November. 

(f) An attack on RUSSIA. 

The stiffened Russian defense, especially at STALIN¬ 
GRAD, must have caused repercussions in JAPAN. V !e do not 
think that JAPAN will attack RUSSIA until a German victory 
over RUSSIA, in EUROPE is a sure thing. And even then there 
is no assurance of such an attack. 

4. Most Probable Enemy Intention . 

For the month of November we conclude that the most prob¬ 
able move continues to be the recapture of the Southern SOLOMONS, 
and the extension of control in NEW GUINEA. 

It is now definite that the enemy suffered heavy attri¬ 
tion losses during October, and considerable damage to strik¬ 
ing forces on October 25th. Thus, they could not continue what 
seems to have been the start of a grand scale attack on GUADAL¬ 
CANAL. On the 1st of November the striking forces are to the 
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northward of our search. Some major enemy units will have to 
retire for repair and will be out of action during the month. 
Enemy plane losses in October were excessive. 

While the enemy may still retain the balance of sea 
power in the SOLOMONS area, the margin seems too small to risk 
a grand offensive. It is considered more probable that the 
enemy will - for November - be content to: 

(a) Strengthen positions and continue fighting on shore 
at GUADALCANAL and NEW GUINEA. 

(b) Make air attacks on our oositions and shipping in 
the SOLOMONS, NEW GUINEA, and that part of AUSTRALIA in 
reach. 

(c) Attack our communications to the SOLOMONS with 
submarines and surface vessels. 

(d) Shell our shore positions in the SOLOMONS. 

(e) Possibly raid^ our position at ESPIRITU SANTO. 

These operations will be along the lines discussed in 

last month’s estimate, - remembering that the capacity of the 
enemy to conduct such operations has been reduced by October 

I 

losses. The remark applies to the operations listed in para¬ 
graph 7 of the October Estimate. 
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November 2nd. 

Lieut. General Holcomb, IJSMC, was present at the usual 
morning conference. 

Sopac operations are in his 030130. Unloading of our AKs 
in the TULAGI-GUADALCANAL area proceeded during the day without 
serious.interruptions. As noted yesterday, the landing of the 
8th Narines and the ACORN group is now planned for the 4th (local). 
During the night the enemy succeeded in landing a -g a - ir mxmbo y—^f Sot>s& 
troops in the vicinity of KOLI, GUADALCANAL. 

The PLUNGER reported two hits on an enemy CL in INDI3PENSI- 
BLS STRAIT. 

The SUMNER has been ordered to survey FUNAFUTI. At that 
place four PTs arrived for duty there. 

The Central and North Pacific Areas were ouiet. 

There is no new information regarding enemy deployments 
or intentions. 

Cominch 021618 pink is an explanation of the release of 
the news of the HORNET sinking. ^ 


November 3rd . 

Lieut. General Holcomb, UST.TC, Lieut. General Enmons, USA, 
Major General Lutes, USA, and TF commanders were present at the 
usual morning conference held by Admiral Nimitz. Captain McFall 
told of the HORNET engagement on October 25th. 

The operations in the Sopac are reported in Gomsopac 
040146. The transport group arrived at GUADALCANAL without meet¬ 
ing opposition and commenced unloading. (CTF 65 040725 and CTF 62 
040235)• The Marines were moving troops to deal with the enemy 
landing made near KOLI yesterday and are holding the line to the 
west of our position. 

CTF 61 040235 pink gives information on the enemy line-up 
for the battle of October 25th. 

The general situation at GUADALCANAL is not unfavorable. 

We have had no real interruption in providing logistic support 
and sending in reinforcements. Apparently the enemy knows exactly 
what we are doing but is unable to do much about it. Planes 
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November 3rd. (Continued) 

reported approaching in the past two days are not reported as 
having arrived. It is hoped that our escorts arriving with the 
transoorts and freighters will shell the enemy positions as 
often as possiole. The situation will not always permit this, 
out whenever done it helps our Marines. 

ARD-2 arrived at NOUMEA. 

Both the CHESTER and SAN JUAN are being sent to SYDNEY 
for repairs. 

It now appears that the C00LIDG3 cannot be salvaged, but 
a properly equipped expedition can salvage much of the cargo. 

General Marshall has ordered General Emmons t o move 
immediately to AUSTRALIA for permanent assignment 15 replacement 
B-24s w r ith 17 combat crews. 

Cincpac 030015 pink deals with increase of effectiveness 
of defense at CANTON. 

The WHALE has completed the first Pac Fleet offensive 
mining mission by making a plant of contact mines in the eastern 
part of Nil UTIDO. That sub also reports five torpedo hits in 
four freighters. 

It seems probable that T T 345 foundered in the vicinity 
of LAYSAN ISLAND. 


There are some indications that the enemy will attempt to 
resume his all out attack on GUADALCANAL in the near future. Y/e 
believe that he has superior sea power in the area, but may not 
know it. 


I/" 
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November 4th . 


At his morning; conference, which, was attended by General 
Holcomb and TF commanders at PEARL, Admiral Nimitz read extracts 
from a letter written by Admiral Halsey on October 31st. The 
following were high points: (a) The day before the battle of 
October 25th, the ENTERPRISE had operational losses which amounted 
to 12 planes; (b) fighter control during the battle was not too 
good; (c) heavy damage is believed inflicted on the enemy during 
the battle - maybe a CV was sunk; (d) the PORTER was lost due to 
a battle freak - hit by a oroaching circling enemy torpedo; (e) 
an enemy plane landed on the forecastle of the SMITH causing an 
enormous fire but the ship kept right on fighting; (f) while en- 
route NOUMEA the MAHAN collided with the SOUTH DAKOTA; (g) the 
SOUTH DAKOTA is not seriously damaged, but may have to return to 
PEARL because of collision damage; (h) Admiral Halsey will not keep 
CVs and 33s at sea continuously in submarine infested waters; (i) 
logistics in the South Pacific is a headache. 

The day in the South Pacific was generally quiet. We 
were engaged in reinforcing our SOLOMONS nositions and the enemy 
was thought to be reorganizing for another southward push. Comso- 
pac 050524 is a summary to the evening of the 4th (I 008 I). During 
the night two enemy shins were reported in the vicinity of CAPE 
‘ESPERANCE. Comsopac has reouested the NEW ZEALAND authorities to 
provide NEW ZEALAND troops for the reolacement of one U. S. in¬ 
fantry battalion and regimental headnuarters at TONGATABU. This 
is in addition to NEW ZEALAND troops previously requested. Trans¬ 
portation could be available at WELLINGTON on November 18th. 

It seems indicated that the loss of the COOLIDOE was due 
to negligence and disobedience of orders on the part of the Master 
of that vessel. Comsopac is investigating. 

There was a nossi ole sub contact 10 miles south of K0K0 

HEAD. 


The 3-31 reports sinking 1 large CM off PARAI.IU3HIR0 - 
again demonstrating that S-boats skillfully handled can inflict 
important damage on the enemy. 

A nightly dispersal from the anchorage in the 3UIN-FAI3I 
area is reported. A photograph shows a CV at RA3AUL on the after¬ 
noon of the 5th (local). There are no further indications of 
major enemy moves. 

The following is a summary of damage inflicted by car¬ 
riers of TF 6l on October 25th, as reported by CTF 6l: 

SHOKAKTJ Class CV - 2 - 500# bomb hits 
2nd Do - 4 to 6 1000# bomb hits 
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Noveraber 4th. 


(Continued) 
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KONGO Class B3 
Unidentified CL 
ATAGO Class CA 

TONE Class CA 
2nd Do 
NACHI Class CA 


2 

1 

1 

1 

5 

U 

3 


1000# bomb hits 
500// bomb hit 
possible torpedo hit 
possible 500# bomb hit 
500# bomb hits 
1000# bomb hits 
torpedo hits 


Planes destroyed: 

Certain 67; probable 23, total 90. 

There is still doubt as to the source of the press re¬ 
lease concerning the HORNET. 

U' 




o 
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November 5th . 

Comsopac 052358 is a summary of operations in that area 
to the 5th local. As there is increasing delay in receiving 
action and battle reports from Admiral Halsey he was requested 
to pass these along promptly in addition to his daily summary. 
Communication facilities available to Admiral Halsey are not 
good but constant effort for improvement is being made. 

The day was quiet, so far as is known. A flight of 
enemy planes reported heading for CTTADALCANAL is unreported. A 
enemy group of 1 cruiser and 16 DDs was sighted heading toward 
the SHORTLAND area during the day by search planes. One XCV, 

4 DD, several smaller combatant craft, and 31 maru type were 
reported at RABAUL. 


There is urgent need for 3000 men 


(Wavy) 

in.or 


in the Couth Pacific Area. 


balanced ratings 


Two enemy ships, thought DDs, were reported about 10 
miles north of our nosit ion at GUADALCANAL, 

Unloading of all APs in the CTTADALCANAL area was com¬ 
pleted by early morning of the 6th (local). Further movements 
of troops and sunnlies to the area are underway. 

The C0NYNGHAI’. is being matched by the NAVAJO at MALAITA 
and should leave for ETIFiITU SANTO in the next day or so. 

Cominch (051524 pink) is disturbed about the multiplica¬ 
tion of special commands in the Sopac area and desires Admiral 
Nimitz to discuss the matter with him at the next meeting. 

At the request of Comsopac the SUTJNER will report to 
him for survey duty - probably at ESPIRITU SANTO. 

Comsopac assumes that the 3rd Raider 3attalion will be 
ready for duty assigned on December 1st. 

The Central Pacific and North Pacific areas were quiet. 
In the ALEUTIANS CTE 8 reports that weather conditions have 
become so severe that fueling at sea is now rarely possible. 


There are no new enemy developments. 
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November 6th. ^ Kj0 

General Emmons and the usual Task Force Commanders were 
present at the morning conference held by Admiral Nimitz. The 
general situation in the Pacific Ocean Areas was reviewed. 

During the late afternoon planes from GUADALCANAL attack¬ 
ed an enemy force of 1 CL and 10 DDs discovered approaching GUADAL¬ 
CANAL about 60 miles northeast of ISABEL ISLAND and obtained 2 
torpedo hits and one 1000# bomb hit on the CL, 1 torpedo hit on 
a DD, and shot down 12 enemy planes. Our losses were four F4F4s 
and three pilots. It is indicated that enemy ships had on board 
a relief force to be landed near TAS3AFAR0NGA POINT. 

The MAJABA was torpedoed while discharging cargo in the 
vicinity of LUNGA POINT, and was beached. All ammunition had been 
landed. Eye witnesses believe a midget or very small enemy sub 
was responsible. 

Comsopac 070150 gives operations to the morning of the 
6th (local). 

Comsopac 061345 is comment on Cominch message regarding 
the multiplication of base commands in his area. 

During the day Comsopac reorganized two major task forces. 
TF 16 under Rear Admiral Kinkaid is the new CV force and TF 65 
under Rear Admiral Callaghan is the new cruiser force. 

Vice Opnav 062139 gives the loading of Seebees, etc., 
in the MT. VERNON and JUPITER for NOUMEA to arrive early in 
December, and the plans for sailing the COALMINE movement and 
ACORNS 3 and 4 for Sopac. 

The 147th infantry less two battalions is scheduled to 
arrive at AOLA BAY from TONGATABU during the last half of Novem¬ 
ber. When this outfit arrives there will be over 2000 Army troops 
at AOLA BAY. 

A submarine was reported off the North Coast of CALIFOR¬ 
NIA. 


Present indications are that the planting of minefields 
at ADAK v/ill be completed tomorrow. Photographs indicate minor 
enemy activity at ATTU. 

The enemy continues to reinforce and supply troops at 
GUADALCANAL. It may well be that when the number of troops landed 
is considered sufficient, the enemy will make a coordinated at¬ 
tack on our positions, employing surface ships, air, and ground 
troops to the limit of their resources in the general area. (p- 
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November 7th. 

At 1730 local a force of 4 CL's and 5 DD’s was sighted 
about 125 miles north of GUADALCANAL and apparently headed for 
that place. Last night and again the night before PT boats off 
GUADALCANAL report hitting enemy DD's. Comsopac 080101 summarizes 
operations in his area to the afternoon of the 7th local. A 2- 
man sub is claimed sunk by a plane off CAPE ESPERANCE. This may 
be the sub that hit the MAJABA off LUNGA. Rear Admiral Turner 
will command TF 67 and expects to land reinforcements at GUADAL¬ 
CANAL on the 12th local. This move involves one Army regiment, 
one Marine aviation engineer battalion, and 2000 Marine replace- 
ments--a total of about 6000 men. Two companies of Marine 2nd 
Raider Battalion were landed at AOLA BAY during the day. Good 
progress is being made on the airfields at GUADALCANAL, and the 
tank farm for avgas there should be unloaded in the near future. 

Comamphibforsopac 072358 deals with enemy troops at 
GUADALCANAL as learned from captured documents. 

Comsopac 290251 gives plans for air base commands in 

his area. 


There is some evidence of mining off LUNGA and the 
HOVEY has been ordered to sweep the area on the 10th (local). 
She will also deliver a deck load of avgas to add to the meagre 
supply. 


In the Central Pacific the only activity above routine 
is the search for a PBY5A down off JOHNSTON and a B-24 down en- 
route OAHU to CANTON. 

Seven float 0 VF were sighted at HOLTZ BAY, ATTU, 
yesterday. This is not taken as a resumption of enemy activi¬ 
ty there. Enemy subs continue small activity in the central 
Aleutians. There are indications of some personnel trouble 
with merchant vessels in ALASKA which is being investigated. 

The GRAYLING reports getting two toroedo hits in a 
CHIYODA class AV off TRUK. 

There is nothing new concerning enemy deployments or 
intentions. It continues almost certain that main enemy interest 
is in the Southern SOLOMONS. , 
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Noyenber 8th 


At the usual morning conference held by Admiral Nimitz, 
and attended today by General Emmons and TF Commanders, Hear 
Admiral Hurray, who was recently CTF 17, told of his activities 
in October - especially on the 5th and 25th. The poor performance 
of our DD torpedoes was commented on and is a matter of serious 
concern. Admiral Nimitz congratulated Admiral Hurray for the 
fine work done by TF 17. 

The day in the South Pacific was quiet. Comsopac 090126 
is the operations summary. Admiral Scott comments on the present 
employment of the ATLANTA in his 080020. Also, he points to a 
disadvantage in the emnloyment of PTs north of GUADALCANAL. The 
EDGAR ALLEN POE is reported to have been torpedoed south of 
NOUMEA. 0onso < fb90?17 gives further details on the condition of 
the ENTERPRISE. Vice Admiral Halsey has closed his administra¬ 
tive office at AUCKLAND and is consolidating his staff at NOUMEA. 

The RALEIGH made a sweep along the reported position 
of an enemy patrol line south of the GILBERTS with negative re¬ 
sults. • 


There is strong indication of a grand scale' offensive 
aimed at GUADALCANAL to be undertaken by the enemy in the very 
near future. 

The following is an estimate of the maximum enemy sur¬ 
face combatant force that can be emnloyed in the SOLOMON area for 
the offensive in the next week: 

4 BB, 2 CV, 5 CA, 6 CL, 21 DD. 

It must be noted that some of these units may have some damage. 

Our surface force available to opnose that offensive 
is: 


2 BB (one damaged), 1 CV (damaged), 4 CA, 4 CL, 

33 DD (some required for escort). 

Cominch 081505 pink and Cincpac 082145 pink deals with 
the employment of the ILLUSTRIOUS in the Pacific Fleet. 


Cincpac 092107 pink gives an estimate of enemy inten¬ 
tions in the SOLOMONS. 
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November 9th. 


At the usual morning conference Rear Admiral Mason told 
of the attack on the HORNET which resulted in her loss. 

Comsooac 10Q316 is the operations summary for that area. 
Safi Army q " tmmVi t- . ho pnnfe f 

days hasfe succeeded in surrounding a Jap force of undetermined 
size in the vicinity of TETERE. (Comgen 1st Marines 092359). 

A group of 5 CD’s was sighted and attacked by the evening air 
search just off the northeast coast of NEW GEORGIA and these 
ships arrived in the vicinity of CAPE ESPERAKCE at 2230 (local). 
The ATLANTA group will arrive at GUADALCANAL tomorrow, and Rear 
Admiral Turner's group of reinforcements are scheduled to arrive 
the day after. His support group is preceding the AP's and is 
due to arrive one hour before midnight. The SOUTHARD reports the 
probable sinking of a Jap sub between SAN CRISTOBAL and GUADAL¬ 
CANAL. The FLETCHER reports a possible sub contact to the east 
of SAN CRISTOBAL. 

General MacArthur will comply with the request of Con- 
sopac for maximum air effort against shipping in the BUIN-FAISI- 
TONOLEI area during the period 11-14 November (local) inclusive. 
Today at least 61 ships were reported by a coast watcher in that 
area including six cruisers and 33 DD's. Another coast watcher 
report from that area states four probable BB's there. 

Comsooac has requested that eight P-38's be flown from 
AUSTRALIA to GUADALCANAL at once. 

During the day subs were reported sighted off SAN PEDRO 
and near DUTCH HARBOR. CTF 8 reports the ADAK mining project 
completed in his 092045. 

It is generally believed that Zed day for the landing 
of enemy Army troops on GUADALCANAL is November 13th local. This • 
is expected to be a major effort to recapture GUADALCANAL. TF 61 
has been put on one hours sailing notice at NOUMEA, but if the 
attack starts as believedjit will have to get underway at once 
to intercept. 
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November 10 th . 

Sopac operations through the 10 th local are in Comsopac 
110251. Comsopac 102102 ordered TF 16 to sortie at 10 a.m. today 
from NOUMEA and proceed toward GUADALCANAL. Two air attacks were 
made by the enemy this morning. The enemy lost a total of 5 zeros 
and 8 bombers out of 17 zeros and 35 bombers attacking. We lost 
7 F 4 F 4 and five pilots. The ZEILIN was damaged by three near mis¬ 
ses in the first attack but was able to start for ESPIRITU SANTO. 

No other damage was reported. Comgen 1st Mardiv 102156 reports 
ground activities and the air strike on 5 DDs 210 miles north of 
GUADALCANAL on the evening of the 10th (local). Just before mid¬ 
night Rear Admiral Callaghan’s force arrived off the Marine posi¬ 
tion and continued to the westward of GUADALCANAL without making 
enemy contacts. The APs under Rear Admiral Turner are due at 
GUADALCANAL at dawn tomorrow. TF 67 approaching GUADALCANAL has 
been sighted and reported by enemy search planes. 

Comsopac has ordered three of his subs to the vicinity 
of a point 75 miles northeast of ISABEL ISLAND. 

TF 66 has been formed as an escort force. CTF 66 will be 
the administrative type commander for destroyers, South Pacific. 

Comsopac 110954 believes that two weeks training for a 
British CV will suffice if we use our own aircraft, bombs, key 
personnel, etc. 

The 9th Defense Battalion which arrived at NOUMEA today 
has been assigned to TF 62 for duty at GUADALCANAL. 

Enemy submarines continue active in the SOLOMONS area. 

One was reported 15 miles east of LUNGA POINT. 

Cominch has approved the reorganization of the Sopac Mar¬ 
ines as outlined in Comsopac 312126 . 

The SEAW0LF reported sighting a large CV and 2 DD depart¬ 
ing from PALAU for the South during the late afternoon. 

CTF 8 reports an air attack on enemy planes at ATTU and 
a minor air attack at KISKA. There are indications of renewed 
enemy activity in that area. This may be in the nature of a diver¬ 
sion. ATTU is mentioned and minor activity reported by sub recon¬ 
naissance on AMCHITKA. 

If our reading of the mail is correct, today is Z minus 
2 day and the striking forces will attack GUADALCANAL tomorrow. 

There are no indications of raids or other major enemy activities 
in the Pacific except as noted above in the ALEUTIANS, 

As a result of our landing in North Africa on the 7th, 

Vichy France broke diplomatic relations with us at 1930 on November 
8 th. -C- 
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November 11th 


General Emmons and TF commanders at PEARL attended the 
usual morning conference held by Admiral Nimitz. 

Comsopac 120059 is the operations summary for that area. 

The good news of the day is that 20 to 25 enemy torpedo bombers 
escorted by 8 zeros were shot down by our planes and AA when 
they attacked our shipping off GUADALCANAL. Rear Admiral Turner’s 
force arrived as scheduled and was attacked in the early afternoon. 
Other flights were reported coming in but it is not reported whe¬ 
ther or not they arrived. Rear Admiral Callaghan’s force made two 
sweeps to the westward then took a covering position to the west¬ 
ward of SAVO. The APs and AKs were expected to retire from the 
area during the night of the 12th (local). 

Our search planes reported the following enemy forces 
during the day: 2 33 or CA, 1 cruiser, 6 DD, 270 miles northeast 
of ISABEL ISLAND; 5 DD 110 miles north of ISABEL; 2 CV, 2 DD west 
of GUADALCANAL. There were several enemy search plane contacts in 
the SOLOMONS area. An enemy sub was reported north of LUNGA POINT. 

Fragmentary reports have begun to arrive indicating a 
battle near SAVO during the night. The PORTLAND steering engine 
was disabled and a tow recuested, and the ATLANTA said she needed 
assistance. Other known details are in Cincpac 122037 pink. 

Cincpac 120031 pink is further information on the employ¬ 
ment of the ILLUSTRIOUS. 

FANTAN 090334 is a report of airfield construction at SUVA. 

ComSWPac reports that a small Allied corvette engaged 
two enemy raiders at 19-50 S, 92-40 E. One raider was reported hit 
and afire and the corvette was damaged. 

The landing field at FUNAFUTI was nut in commission by 
ComGen STRAW on November 8. It is now 250’ x 3500’, and will be 
extended to 300’ x 6000 *. 

The 147th Infantry is now loaded in the PRESIDENT HAYES 
at BLEACHER. 

The first section of TF 11 will depart PEARL for the 
south tomorrow and the second section will leave when the NORTH 
CAROLINA is ready - about the 17th. 

CTF 8 reports a medium tanker and one DD at HOLTZ BAY. 

There are several indications of renewed enemy activity in the 
ALEUTIANS, but because of great enemy activity in the SOLOMONS it 
is believed that no major effort is probable in the north. 

Cincpac 120635 indicates the need for APs and AKs 
training purposes on the West Coast. 


for 
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November 12th 


General Emmons and Task Force Commanders at PEARL were 
present at the usual morning conference held by Admiral Nimitz. 

All present were brought up to date regarding current operations. 

The day in the South Pacific was one of great activity. 
As noted yesterday, a battle was working up in the vicinity of 
SAVO ISLAND. CTF 67 had completed a good percentage of unload¬ 
ing and departed during the evening. His three part 130115 reports 
the shelling of enemy positions by cruisers and destroyers at 
GUADALCANAL during the unloading, and of air attacks, and of 
percentage of unloading. Rear Admiral Callaghan's cruiser and 
destroyer group were to intercept the enemy approaching GUADAL¬ 
CANAL. Rear Admiral Scott in the ATLANTA with 4 DD of Desron 12 
joined Rear Admiral Callaghan. 

At 0310, local, off LUNGA POINT, the PORTLAND requested 
air coverage and tow, having been hit by a torpedo. At 0705, local, 
the HELENA originated a message, as senior ship, saying that the 
HELENA, SAN FRANCISCO, JUNEAU, 0 1 BANNON, FLETCHER and ST^PETTwere 
proceeding toward ESTIRITU SANTO at 15 knots. All these ships are 
reported damaged. By 10. a.m. local, Comsopac had accounted for all 
his ships except the ATLANTA and 5 CDs. Shortly thereafter Comsopac 
gave details of the demage to the PORTLAND and ATLANTA in his 122322. 
By 1100 the AARON WARD reported being towed to TULAGI for examination 
of damage to engines and boilers. By the afternoon the ATLANTA was 
sinking and had to be abandoned* Comsopac aave those on the spot 
authority to use discretion in destroying tne ALTANTA. The PORT¬ 
LAND was being towed to TULAGI at this tine. At 1755, local, 
there were about 1400 survivors of Rear Admiral Callaghan's force 
ashore at GUADALCANAL. During the evening RDO TULAGI asked 
whether or not to torpedo the MONSSEN. The extent of damage to 
two other DDs is not completely reported. Preliminary information 
of damage inflicted on the enemy includes the disabling of one 
KONGO Class BB and one CL by toroedoes and bombs. One enem^ship 
was reported blown up. 

As the results of the morning a'r searches came in, the 
following enemy forces were reported: 

KONGO Class BB vicinity of SAVO. 

1 BB, 3 DD - 40 miles north of GUADALCANAL. 

1 CV, 1 EB, 3 DD - 230 miles northest of GUADALACANAL, 
with 3 cruisers and at least 4 DDs about 50 
miles to the eastward of this CV group. 

10 AP, 12 cruisers and destroyers heading toward and 
about 50 miles from EUIN. 

1 BB, 3 DD - 45 miles north of LUNGA with 1 BB, 1 cruise 
4 DD near that position about 1-i hours lateral. 
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November 12 th (Gont'd) 



2 CA, 1 DD - 330 miles northeast of MALAITA. 

In the afternoon there was reported: 

1 BB, 1 DD - 150 miles north of and heading toward 
GUADALCANAL. 

1 CV east of MALAITA. 

A large ship 60 miles north of GUADALACAKAL. 

TF 16 had been ordered to support GUADALCANAL and the 
withdrawal of our damaged units, operating to the south of SOLOMONS. 

As a result of these sightings TF 64 was formed with 2 BBs and 4 
DDs to prevent the bombardment of our GUADALCANAL position during 
the coming night. The remainder of TF 16 was directed to continue 
operations to the southwest of GUADALCANAL,striking suitable 
targets. TF 64 cannot reach an intercepting position before 0800 
local tomorrow but the ENTERPRISE group will be in a position to 
strike in the GUADALACANAL area at daylight tomorrow. The 
ENTERPRISE flew in some planes to GUADALACANAL, probably because 
her damage ( 70 /j effective estimated) will not permit her to 
operate all of her planes effectively. 

Comairsopac stated he would attack enem' T cruisers if 
they approached VANIKORO with SBDs and TBFs from ESPITIRU SANTO. 

During the day two strikes of B-17s were launched. 

The first strike of 8 B-17s failed to get hits on the BB northwest 
of GUADALCANAL, and the other strike is not reported. 

At least five enemy plane strikes were made on GUADAL¬ 
CANAL. None were reported reaching that place. 

During the day it became doubtful if there were any 
enemy CVs in the SOLOMONS area. 

Air forces from the S’V Pacific attacked shipping in the 
BUIN area with good results, and Admiral Halsey requested further 
attacks on the APs. He also requested that 18 B-24s be alerted 
in the SW Pacific for a flight to ESPIRITU SANTO, or EFATE, or 
NEW CALEDONIA, as designated later. 

During the evening GUADALCANAL directed the sinking of 
the ATLANTA tomorrow at daylight. 

Shortly after midnight GUADALCANAL reported being heavily 
shelled by naval gunfire. The last shelling there caused serious 
damage and so thl 3 report causes much concern. 

The enemy has postponed Z day until the 14th (Local). 

Thus tomorrow may be another very exciting day. We continue to 
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November 12 th . (Continued) 

be optimistic. Our forces will be in good position to come to 
grips witn the enemy, and if gunfire did not put HENDERSON field 
out of commission, our Marine pilots should make the landing 
extremely costly. b 


to 


.. The PINBACK reports sinking 27,000 tons enemy shipping 

the east of FORMOSA. 6 7 


The pilot of the Rickenbacker plane which landed at sea 
three weeks ago was rescued today off FUNAFUTI. As other personnel 
are thought in rubber boats near the position where the pilot was 
rescued, there seems some chance of saving them. 


November 13th . 

Continuing with the narrative of yesterday Comsopac 
130428 describes some results SAVO action. The ATLANTA was 
sunk by our forces after damage received from the enemy had 
completely wrecked her. It is found from enemy survivors that 
our forces may have engaged two enemy groups, - 1st 2 BB, 1 CL, 

6 DDs; 2nd 2 BBs, 2 CAs. The PORTLAND and AARON WARD arrived 
at TULAGI for temporary repairs to permit them to withdraw. The 
MONSSEN probably was torpedoed by our own forces. 

Morning searches discovered the following enemy forces: 

(1) A convoy of 12 AP off the northern coast off the north 
coast of NEW GEORGIA headed southeast. 

(2) A group of 25 ships southwest of ISABEL ISLAND headed 
southeast. 

(3) 5 ships (one damaged) 75 miles northeast ISABEL ISLAND 
headed northwest. 

(4) A "large force” of cruisers and DDs 60 miles northeast 
of ISA’BEL ISLAND headed south. 

(5) 2 BB, 1 CL, 11 DD just off the east coast of NE.'/ GEOR¬ 
GIA on southeast heading. 

(6) 1 BB, 1 CL, 2 DD 60 miles south of SHORTLAND ISLAND and 
heading to that place. 

(7) Several enemy patrol planes. 

Other minor contacts were made. 



(Continued on next page) 
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November 13th . (Continued) 


Photos yesterday show one direct hit and two near mis¬ 
ses by 3-17s in first drop on 33 of the FU50 Ci aas> and a second 
drop claims three hits. 

The orders for TF 16 and TF 64 are shown in Comsopac 

131730. 

Both the planes from the ENTERPRISE (See Comsopac 14- 
1020) and from GUADALCANAL attacked enemy forces approaching in 
the vicinity of the NEW GEORGIA group. As a result of these air 
attacks Comgen CACTUS reported 11 enemy AP, 6 of which were dam¬ 
aged, and several DDs were milling around 60 miles northwest of 
SAVO at 1600 local and asked CTF 64 if he could strike. The re¬ 
sults of B-17 and PBY strikes during the day waaunot reported. 
ComNavUnit CACTUS 140716 is his belief of enemy conditions. 

As GUADALCANAL planes operated successfully during the 
day it is assumed that last nights shelling did not seriously 
damage the airfield. 

The FLYING FISH made an unsuccessful attack on the force 
of cruisers and DDs northeast of ISA3EL. CTF 42 readjusted sub 
positions in the hopes of getting the crinnles, or any other 
prime targets. 

At 1903 local CTF 64 stated he would enter east of RUS¬ 
SEL at 2200. At 2000 a plane reported a naval battle to the 
westward of RUSSEL ISLAND. This report is not understood. CTF 
64 reported being off IIINGA at 2245. At 2322 CTF 64 reported 
"engaging enemy". 

SAN FRANCISCO damage and casualties are reported in 
his 141053 and 141115. The loss of the JUNEAU by enemy torpe¬ 
does is reported in the HELENA’S 141406. It is certain that 
Captain Young of the SAN FRANCISCO was killed, but no report has 
been made concerning Rear Admiral Callaghan. 

Comgen 1st MarDiv 132233 reports activities on the 12- 

13 local. 


The first NEW ZEALAND troops to garrison NOUMEA should 
arrive there November 16th. 

The PRESIDENT HAYES with Army troops from BLEACHER em¬ 
barked has been ordered to ESPIRITU SANTO. 

For the first time in this campaign P-38s and B-26s are 
reported at GUADALCANAL. 


(Continued on next page) 
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November 13th . (Continued) 

The personnel of the Rickenbacker plane, except one man 
who died at sea, have been saved. 

The Central and North Pacific areas were quiet. 

As the day ends it seems most probable that while we 
have suffered severe losses in ships and personnel, our gallant 
shipmates have again thwarted the enemy. If so, this may well 
be the decisive battle of this campaign. , 

w 



were present at Admiral Nimitz's morning conference. 

As previously noted our BB group had been ordered to 
parallel the SOLOMONS 50 miles to the westward and the ENTER¬ 
PRISE group to parallel 100 miles to the westward. The subse¬ 
quent action of our BB group is described in CTF 64 150355. 
Probably because the ENTERPRISE damage would not permit her 
planes to operate efficiently, 54 were flown off to GUADALCANAL. 
At the end of the day the BBs and the ENTERPRISE were returning 
to NOUMEA and the ENTERPRISE planes will proceed to ESPIRITU 
SANTO as soon as conditions warrant. Comsopac 150355 and 151310 
give damage to own and enemy forces. The MEADE and air bombard¬ 
ment are credited with the destruction of all four enemy AKs 
beached in the vicinity of TASSAFAR0NGA POINT. While a great 
many of the details of the events of the day in the general GUAD¬ 
ALCANAL area are not yet known, it is certain that TF 67, 64, 
and 16 inflicted such heavy damage on the enemy that the push 
was completely broken up and the enemy was forced to retire. 

During the retirement of TF 64 the WASHINGTON and SOUTH 
DAKOTA were attacked by enemy air. 

A summary of our losses and damage is: 

Lost: ATLANTA, JUNEAU, M0NSSEN, WALKS, LAFFSY, PRESTON. 


Probably lost: BARTON, CUSHING. 


Severely damaged: SOUTH DAKOTA, SAN FRANCISCO, 

Damaged: HELENA, FLETCHER, O’BANNON, STERRETT, 
GWIN, AARON WARD. 


PORTLAND. 

BENIIAM, 


1186 


(Continued on next page) 












SECRET- 



o 


November 14th. (Continued) 

Personnel loss is not known, but includes Rear Admiral 
Callaghan and three of his staff, and Captain Young - all of 
whom were in the SAN FRANCISCO and were killed during the night 
action of TF 67. 

The enemy losses are not accurately known. It is safe 
to assume at least the following: 

3 

Sunk: 12 AP(AK), 3 CA, 9 DD. 

Severely damaged: 1 BB. 

Damaged: 1 BB, several cruisers and DDs. 

SW Pac air is expected to strike damaged ships reported 
entering the BUIN-FAISI area. 

We still have to hear of what was accomplished by TF 
63, TF 42, GUADALCANAL air, and the PTs. 

The INDIANA group arrived at BALBOA and will proceed at 
once to the South Pacific. 

Batdiv 4 has been diverted to NANDI. The SARATOGA 
group will cross the equator next Monday. 

The MANLEY and McKEAN will land 2 companies of the 2nd 
Raider Battalion at AOLA BAY and will also tow 4 PTs to TULAGI. 

We are two days behind on reports from General Vande- 
grift. No major land action is reported. 

Vice Opnav 141926 gives plans for NEW ZEALAND air em¬ 
ployment and requests CinC Pac and Comsopac views. 

The Central Pacific area was quiet. 

In the North Pacific AA fire was encountered by our 
planes at ATTU and landing barges were sighted. Possible enemy 
radio activity was reoorted at AMCHITKA. / 
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November 15th. 


General Emmons and the Task Force Commanders at Pearl were 
present at the usual morning conference. 

It Is now definite that the enemy offensive was completely 
stopped. It is probable that damage we inflicted on the enemy 
is greater than received by us. As striking forces of both 
sides have retired from the GUADALCANAL area and can hardly be 
in large scale action in the near future, it appears that now 
is the time to move in supplies and to relieve the tired Marine 
amphibious troops. CTF 62 has already started a movement of 
supplies to GUADALCANAL. 


The ENTERPRISE, SOUTH DAKOTA, WASHINGTON, and screening 
DDs are enroute NOUMEA. The NORTHAMPTON, PENSACOLA, and 3 DDs 
(TF 16.6) are at ESPIRITU SANTO waiting orders where they will 
be joined by the LEANDER. The PORTLAND and AARON WARD are mak¬ 
ing temporary repairs at TULAGI. The BENHAM and GWIN are limp¬ 
ing toward ESPIRITU SANTO and are being escorted by the SHAW 
and NICHOLAS. 

CTF 62 151012 (2 parts) gives results of recent action 
after conference with commanding officers engaged. Comsopac 
161124 also summarizes results of the battle. 


Comgen 1st Marines 152246 reports action on GUADALCANAL, 
including air activity. 


C.O.S. Army & Cominch 141928 (2 parts) gives procedure 
for distribution, allocation, and replacement of aircraft in 
the Pacific Ocean Areas. 

Because of a report of sighting an enemy land plane by 
our search plane 675 miles NW OAHU, condition ONE was ordered 
at midnight. The enemy threat did not materialize and normal 
conditions of alert were resumed about eight hours later. 


Except for two reports of enemy submarines the Central 
and North Pacific areas were quiet. 
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November 16th. 


As the Commanding General, Hawaiian Department, the 
Commander, Hawaiian Sea Frontier, and Task Force Commanders at 
PEARL are either present in person or represented at the daily- 
morning conference held by Admiral Nimitz, notation will not be 
made except to note absentees. 

There was no action with the enemy in the Pacific Ocean 
Areas yesterday except minor air and submarine contacts. During 
this lull in the South Pacific both the enemy and ourselves are 
commencing to regroup, and to plan for the repair of damaged ships. 
Major logistic support for the GUADALCANAL area is underway. 

Rear Admiral Turner expresses his views regarding the 
force necessary to protect our lines of communications to advance 
positions in his CTF 62 161133. 

The action of the PORTLAND in the 3rd Battle of SAVO 
is in his 2 part t1°8°+ and 170400. The PORTLAND also sends 
(160830) the account of the senior survivor of the PRESTON. Cap¬ 
tain Jenkins, senior survivor on GUADALCANAL describes other 
losses and personnel casualties (RDO CACTUS 140358). The MEADE 
150145 reports bombardment of enemy APs (AKs?) and the rescue of 
survivors. 



An enemy AK was reported stopped and smoking just west 
of SAVO ISLAND. 


The Marine reorganization in the South Pacific is made 
effective by Comsopac 161144. 




Cincpac has delegated to Gomsopac authority for deploy' 
ment and redistribution of Army and Navy air organizations in 
the South Pacific Area. 

Two enemv submarines were reported sighted off CAPE 
HINCHEN3R00K, ALASKA. 



There is indication that the enemy is again becoming 
active in the BUNA area. So far the move of forces to that area 
is of a minor nature. It is believed, however, that if the enemy 
can find the means, they will plan to capture all of NEW GUINEA. 
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November 17th . 

The only enemy action of note in the Pacific during 
the day is the movement of troops and air to the vicinity of 
BUNA, NEW GUINEA, It appears that the enemy is reinforcing 
the position there. 

The report of ENTERPRISE plane operations between 
November 13 and 15 inclusive is in Gomsopac 180655. 

Coragen Mardiv 172205 reports GUADALCANAL operations. 

The PORTLAND will require the services of a tug when 
she leaves TULAGI. That ship recommends repairs be accomplished 
at SYDNEY. 


The delivery of supplies of all kinds to the GUADAL¬ 
CANAL area is now underway on a large scale. 


The WICHITA, CLEVELAND, SUWANNEE, SANGAMON, JENKINS, 
MURPHY, RADFORD, V/ALLER and CONWAY have been ordered to pro¬ 
ceed to the Pacific for duty at an early date. The BOISE will 
remain in the Atlantic. Cominch 180255 pink. 


CTF 8 has been directed to submit a plan as early as 
practicable for expulsion of Japs from the ALEUTIANS. The plan 
will also include consideration of early occupation of AMCHITKA 
to deny it to the enemy as an air field site. 


Aside from minor enemy moves toward KISKA and 3UNA, 
there is no new information of enemy deployment or intentions. 


November 18th. 


Cm 



Again the day was quiet in the South and Southwest Pa¬ 
cific except for minor activity in the BUNA area. Our logistic 
movements to the SOLOMONS are proceeding satisfactorily accord¬ 
ing to plan, and when completed and bulk avgas storage Instal¬ 
led much greater strength of our positions will result. 


In his 190659 CTF 64 reports damage inflicted during 
the night of 14-15 local. As some of this was predicted and 
reported by Comsopac, we are not yet ready to estimate enemy 
losses. It seems quite probable that damage inflicted is con¬ 
siderably greater than the preliminary fragmentary reports in¬ 
dicated. It may even be that our forces in the south have In¬ 
flicted decisive damage for this phase of the campaign. In any 
event we can reasonably assume that with the arrival of TF 11 
in the near future and the strengthening of GUADALCANAL now in 
progress that we can expect to control both the sea and air in 
the Southern SOLOMONS. If the 25th Army Division can be sent 
in to GUADALCANAL to relieve the 1st Marine Division, the Marines 
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November 18th . (Continued) 

can rest, reequip, and prepare for the next step. As the sit¬ 
uation now stands there seems to be a good chance to starve 
out the Japs on GUADALCANAL. 

There were no new developments in the Central or North 
Pacific areas. 


In Cincpac 182131 is a plan to withdraw Pacific Fleet 
submarines from the South Pacific area in order to increase 
patrols in Empire waters. 


November 19th . 



The South Pacific continues quiet. Logistic support 
of GUADALCANAL is oroceeding according to plan. The present 
development of airplane fields at GUADALCANAL is in Comgen 1st 
Mardiv 182338. Comsopac 201135 is a summary to the 19th local. 
It is now learned that damage inflicted on the enemy on Nov¬ 
ember 14-15 by TF 64 was not included in prLar damage reports 
made by Admiral Halsey. On this basis a tentative estimate 
damage to the enemy November 8-16 is 



Sunk 


Damaged 



Tyne 

(a) 

(bj_ 

Total 

(a) 

(b) 

Total 

BB 

1 

1* 

2* 

1 

1 

2 

CA 

3 

3 

6 

- 

2** 

1 

CL 

2 

— 

2 

— 

— 

— 

DD 

5 

1 

6 

6 

1 

7 

AP 

10 

- 

10 

— 

- 

- 

AK 

3 

— 

3 

— 

— 

— 

SS 

2 

— 

2 

31' 

— 

- 

10 


* BB or CA 
** Tyne not stated 


The remodeled ARGONAUT will leave PEARL about the 23rd 
for the South Pacific. Her new capabilities are shown in Com- 
subpac 200021. 

The Central and North Pacific areas were quiet. Cinc- 
nac 200923 requests clarification of the status of the bases 
OSTLER and LINEOUT. 


The center of enemy interest in the South has shifted 
from GUADALCANAL to the BUNA area, but there is nothing yet to 
indicate anything like a major move toward NEW GUINEA. There 

6 ^ 
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November 19th . (Continued) 

is nothing new learned of enemy deployments or intentions, 
except some activity at MUNDA, NEW GEORGIA and the indica- \ 
tions of further strengthening at BUKA. 



November 20th 


The day in the South Pacific was et. Some enemy 



submarine and air activity was noted but main interest con¬ 
tinued to be the logistic supply of our SOLOMONS positions and 
the repair of damaged combatant units. Comsopac 210600 refers 
to plans for the 21st (local). A flight of enemy planes were 
reported coming in to CACTUS but no arrival report was received. 
Comsopac urges that Pacific Fleet submarines remain in his area 
(his 210643). 

The tanker situation in the Sopac area is discussed in 
Cincpac 200925. 


The Central and North Pacific areas were quiet. 

Rear Admiral Giffen’s force will leave the east for 


the Canal Zone, enroute to the Pacific, on December 5th. 
There are no new enemy developments. 





November 21 


The South Pacific continues quiet, as is also the case 


in the Central and North Pacific areas. The logistic supnort of 
GUADALCANAL is proceeding according to plan without opposition. 
No report of land operations on GUADALCANAL was received during 
the day. Minor enemy activity continues in the BUNA area. The 
enemy is landing some troops and materials at MUNDA, NEW GUINEA. 
The Laps are to try to land troops and supplies on GUADAKJANAL 
from submarines. 


Combatdiv SIX 211238 (2 parts) discusses the gunnery of 


his part in the 3rd Battle of Savo and stresses the importance 
of radar in night action. 

Comsopac 220120 comments on need of present APs and AKs 
in his area. 


Comsopac 210052 reouests speed in delivery of PCs to his 


area 


Cominch 211800 desires further information on Cincpac 
proposal to establish ComairsopacSolxo**. 


Consideration is being given to convert 5 additional ODDs 


to APDs for use in the South Pacific. 

There were no new enemy developments 
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November 22 


The South Pacific continues quiet. Air searches were 
negative. Complete coverage was not possible due to bad 
weather. 


Comsopac 221037 is a summary of the day at GUADAL¬ 
CANAL. Logistic support is going in, including”turkeys for 
Thanksgiving. 

The BENHAM received a torpedo hit during the night 
of 14-15 November off SAVO. During the following afternoon 
the ship was thought breaking up and the crew was transferred 
to the GWIN who sank the BENHAM by gunfire. 

There is the possibility that the Japs are using 
captured Allied planes to trail our forces. 

Comsopac 222357 gives progress of repair to STERETT, 
BUCHANAN, and O’BANNON. The PORTLAND is underway for SYDNEY 
after temporary repairs at TULAGI. 

Comsopac 230612 is the Task Force reorganization of 
the forces under his command. 

Cominch 230032 pink directs the return of 6 subs to 
Comsowespac and that 6 preferably 8 PT boats be placed at the 
disposal of MacArthur in response to the latter's request. 

Cincpac 222125 is a proposal for redistribution of 
Pacific Fleet subs. 

Cincpac 222241 requests information of - troo p command 
relations at GUADALCANAL. 

Cominch 221541 directs the transfer of 4 APs and 2 AKs 
from the Atlantic to the Pacific Fleet. This will ease the 
training problem of TF 3. 

The enemy continues active in the BUNA and MUNDA area. 
There is some indication that Jap CVs have returned to JAPAN 
for reorganizing, refitting and training. \y 

(ma 
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November 23rd. 


There were no new developments in any Pacific Ocean Area£ 
today. Because of expected enemy submarine poerations off 
GUADALCANAL, Com Gen 1st Marines requests £ m5l£i forces in 
additional to the PT's. 

The SOUTH DAKOTA will go to NEW YORK for battle damage 
repair, and the SAN FRANCISCO will go to MARE ISLAND. 

The proposed command set up at GUADALCANAL is shown in 
ComSoPac's 240145. 


The enemy is planning reinforcements to the BUNA, MUNDA, 
and GUADALCANAL area by destroyers. As previously mentioned, 
subs have been ordered to bring supplies and troops to GUADAL¬ 
CANAL. It is evident that the enemy is in no position to 
dispute our command of the sea area in the Southern SOLOMONS 
at this time. U-A 


November 24th . 

As has been noted for several days, the eneray__jj*fe-grest in 
the South and Southwest Pacific concerns: (1) The BUNA relief 
force, (2) Logistic support of GUADALCANAL by submarines and DDs, 
(3) strengthening the MUNDA position. 

Our logistic support of GUADALCANAL continues in a satis¬ 
factory manner. Gomsopac 240525 and 251215 summarize activities 
in the Southern SOLOMONS. At 0320 the 26th (local)enemy planes 
were reported over GUADALCANAL. 

Comsopac believes that the SANTA CRUZ ISLANDS occupation 
should "Se continue^ to be held in abeyance because of construc¬ 
tion difficulties and desirability of avoiding dissipation of 
effort. 

In the 3W Pacific the allied troops are pressing the enemy 
in the BUNA area. Of a reported group of 1 CL and 4 DDs attacked 
by SWPac air to the southwest of NEW BRITAIN, two DDs are reported 
hit and burning. 

The NORTH CAROLINA has been sent to SUVA to join other 33s 
there. The MINNEAPOLIS, PERKINS, and Dj&YTON will join TF 67 
at ESPIRITU SANTO. 

The LOUISVILLE, FRAZER, and GANSEV00RT depart PEARL for the 
South tomorrow escorting APs loaded with the first combat team 
of the 25th Infantry Division. 
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November 24th (Continued) 

Cominch 232222 describes the LINEOUT and OSTLER garrisons. 

Cincpac clans for the seizure and occupation of KISKA, and 
an estimate for the resumption of the Sopac offensive are under¬ 



way 



November 25th . 

There were no major activities in the Pacific today. 

Comsopac 261300 is a summary for hisdrea. The AOLA project 
has been abandoned. Apparently the new unloading point is 3000 
yards east of TO GAMA Point. (CTF 62 260458). Comsopac 250609 
urges that Admiral Fitch's title be CTF 63 only and a rear admiral 
be ordered as Comairsopac at NOUMEA. Cincpac comments on this 
in his 260247 to Cominch. The port director setup in the South 
Pacific is outlined in Comsopac 260632 . 

The master of the C00LIDGE will be brought to trial. Both 
Army and Navy have jurisdiction. 

Cominch 240330 (pink) relays SWPac despatch to Cincpac show¬ 
ing that Admiral Carpender was not consulted by General MacArthur 
prior to his recent request to .Washington for Naval forces. It 
also gives sub distribution in support of NEW GUINEA. 

Cominch 252330 (pink) suggests possibility of relief of Marines 
in SAMOA and HAWAII by the Army. 


A tanker was attacked off San Francisco 3ay today by an enemy 
submarine. 

CTF 8 252030 (pink) gives his estimate of enemy troop strength 
in the western ALEUTIANS. The estimate seems a bit high. Cominch 
desires a report and recommendations of landing field possibilities 
on AMCHITKA. The Army recommended against occupation for that 
purpose in the early fall. CTF 8 will make a survey as soon as 
possible. 

CTF 8 260155 (pink) 2 CLs and 4 DDs to intercept a convoy 
indicated now enroute KISKA. 

Cominch 251659 indicates British units may soon report to 
South Pacific for duty. 

The .Army Signal Corps seems to think action imminent at RARAUL, 
Here it is believed that no major enemy activity in the South 
Pacific can take place in the next two or three weeks. 
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November 26 


Comsopac 271254 is the dally summary of his area. 

The report of 3000 Japs at REKATA is a much larger force than 
had been estimated there. At 0434/28th local (-11) enemy planes 
were reported over CACTUS. There is some doubt concerning the 
combat readiness of the 43rd Division, location of the Americal 
Division and 9th Defense Battalion, and the 1st Raider Battalion. 
Comsopac has been requested to keep Cincpac informed of these and 
the organization and strength of future troop movements. 

Cominch 251415 is sending 4 APs and 2 AKs to the Pac¬ 
ific, leaving the east coast mid December. As 3 AP and 2 AKs are 
to be loaded for the South Pacific it seems best to send them as 
planned. The need for APs and AKs in TF 3 for training is urgent. 
Until the planned training there is completed no troops will be 
available to oust the Japs from the ALEUTIANS. Because of this 
Admiral Halsey has been asked to comment on the immediate release 
to TF 3 of 3 AP and 2 AK. 

NA WELLINGTON 262230 gives Commodore Goddards views 
on New Zealand air. 

The reported submarine sighting off SAN FRANCISCO 
yesterday now appears quite doubtful. 

Cincpac 262305 pink agrees in principle with the re¬ 
lief of Marine ground and air units at SAMOA and HAWAII mentioned 
yesterday. 

In the ALEUTIANS, the enemy convoy believed enroute 
to SEMICHI has been delayed 2 or 3 days. CTF 8 is attempting to 
intercept with 2 CL and 4 DD, working with PBY search. 

W 

There are no new enemy developments. 


November 27 




There were no major contacts with enemy units during 
the day. Various sightings indicate an AK afire to the westward 
of NEW GEORGIA. This damaged ship is in a small group of DDs and 
Marus apparently standing toward the SHORTHANDS area. The ALCHIBA 
was torpedoed off LUNGA today. The ship was beached and when last 
reported was on fire forward but unloading continued from the after 
hatches. CTF 62 280309 suggests sweeps to reduce the hazard of un¬ 
loading . 

The INDIANA will join up with other BBs at FIJI and the 
COLUMBIA will go to ESPIRITU SANTO to join the force under Rear 
Admiral Wright. 




(Continued on next page) 
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November 27 (Continued) 


The HELENA 140001 gives additional details regarding 
the 3rd Battle of Savo, including details of the loss of the 
JUNEAU. 

Ground activity continues in the BUNA area. Neither 
side is indicated having the upper hand. 


In the North Pacific Rear Admiral Smith with 2 CL and 
4 DD is making a sweep toward ATTU in the hope of intercepting an 
enemy convoy which is indicated bringing reinforcements and sup¬ 
plies to the Western ALEUTIANS. B-26's were ordered to attack a 
small AK reported in HOLTZ BAY. The planes reported 3 hits leav¬ 
ing the AK on fire and sinking. The air search which covered 
ATTU and SEMICHI reported negative results except for sighting 
the above AK aground. A possible sub was also reported. 

Cm* 

There are no new enemy developments. 


November 28th. 



The South Pacific v/as generally quiet during the day. 

As it is believed that an enemy convoy indicated as eight DDs and 
6 APs will attempt to land food at GUADALCANAL tomorrow, CTF 67 
was ordered to proceed from ESPIRITU -ANTO with available cruisers 
and DDs to intercept. 

■by Cc»+ io pqt- 

ENTERPRISE engine repairs are now comnleted and the 
ship can make full cower. As battle damage repairs are not yet 
permanently made, there will be some reduction in the reliability 
of air operations. No yard overhaul is proposed at this time. 

The COLUMBIA at BLEACHER has turbine trouble which reduces her 
speed to 20 knots. The ship will arrive at NOUMEA December 2 
(local). 


Comsopac 2801A5, 291050 (passing MacArthur’s 271136), 
and MacArthur’s 291100 discuss Naval requirements to support NEW 
GUINEA operations. 

The enemy continues to receive damage from SWPec air 
in attempts to run convoys to the B 7 HJA area. A DD was reported 
hit west of NEW 3RITAIN and the group, of which this was one, 
turned back. 


Cominch 281235 authorizes "Fleet Air Command, Noumea". 

CTF 8 290035 outlines destroyer needs for the North 
Pacific Force. Those vessels are now operating at maximum canacity 
and without a reserve number to nermit needed overhauls. A sub 
was reported southwest of Q ITKA. 

The German auxiliary "RAMSES” enroute KOBE to Germany 
was intercepted by the ADELAIDE. The Germans scuttled their ship. 
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November 28th , (Continued) 


Aside from the Jap attempts to feed and reinforce posi¬ 
tions at NEW GUINEA, GUADALCANAL and the ALEUTIANS, there is 
nothing new known of enemy denloyments or intentions. „ 


November 29th 


During the night the first reports, came from Rear Admiral 
Wright (CTF 67). That force had been ordered from ESPIRITU SANTO 
to intercept an enemy force of eight DDs, plus possible 6 APs, off 
GUADALCANAL. Action between surface forces commenced about 1030 
p.m. local. Of Adi'rals Wright’s force of 4 CA, 1 CL, 6 DD, the 
first damage records are: MINNEAPOLIS, 2 torpedo hits; NORTHAMPTON, 
on fire aft looks like total loss; NEW ORLEANS, torpedoed; 
PENSACOLA, uncertain; HONOLULU, not reported. As is usually the 
case we get bad newsfirst; enemy damage Is not reported. ComSoPac 
ordered CTP 11 to proceed at once toward GUADALCANAL (SARATOGA, 

SAN JUAN, DESRON 6). TP 65 (MARYLAND, COLORADO, NORTH CAROLINA, 
HULL, MONAGHAM) were placed on 2 hours notice. 

¥he MAC PARLAND, which was badly damaged sometime ago in 
an air-, attack off LUNGA, is enroute ESPIRITU SANTO. 

The ALCHIBA is still afire forward, and aground off LUNGA. 
Salvage is being investigated. 

COMINCH 291906 (Pink) gives the destination of the 25th 
DIVISION. It also states that the 1st Marine Division will be 
sent to AUSTRALIA. 


COMSOPAC 291811 gives his plans for aerial mining. He is 
not ready now for such an offensive compaign. 

COMINCH 281708 discusses base developments in South Pacific. 
ComSoPac is asked whether or not he approves the development of 
BUTTON into a LION base. 


COMINCH 291755 deals with the employment of gas In warfare. 
Gas warfare is forbidden to be initiated by any U.S. Commander. 

The extent of the enemy move to the ALEUTIANS is in doubt. 
Five convoys are believed to be enroute. Except for this move, 
and the known activities in the NEW GUINEA area nothing significant 
Is known of enemy olans or developments. . ^ 
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'ECRET 


November 30th 



Comtaskfor 67 301730 and 302350 pink describes what is 
now known of yesterdays action. Many important details are yet 
to be reported. Rear Admiral Tisdale will arrive at BUTTON in 
the HONOLULU tomorrow and will be able to make further report. 

Cominch 3oiqi S' pink is uneasy regarding^tne sleuth Pacific 
campaign and requests comment from Gincpac. A tentative answer 
to Cominch is in Cincpac 010931 pink to Oorasopac, - sri nq for the 
latter’s comment. 

In answer to Cincpac proposal to sail 3 AP and 2 AK to 
San Diego to meet urgent training requirements, Comsopac sent 
his 300841. Because of the necessity for CTF 3 to start train¬ 
ing on a much larger scale than now underway, Cincpac directed 
3 APs to return to San Diego in his 010335. 

Comsopac 011321 gives CACTUS activities. 

The PORTLAND is making satisfactory progress toward 
SYDNEY. The NAVAJO, which was accompanying the PORTLAND, has 
been ordered to CACTUS for salvage. 

Cincpac 0106A5 gives views on aerial offensive mining 
in the Pacific. It is believed that we should harass the enemy 
with every conceivable means. 

The work remaining to be done on the CACTUS airfields 
is in GUADALCANAL 300255. 

The SARATOGA has turbine trouble which reduces ship 
speed to 27 knots. Repairs are beyond the capacity of the ship’s 
force. So far as is known today the SARATOGA task force is still 
proceeding to CACTUS, but other SoPac combatant units have been 
returned to 12 hours notice. 


Returning from patrol off NEW GEORGIA the GRAMPUS re¬ 
ports (1) 18 October - possible hit in CL; (2) 6 November - 1 hit 
in DD; (3) 9 November - 2 hits in DD. The TROUT fired 5 torpedoes 
at a BB north of MALAITA on 13 November but all missed. 

CTF 8 290110 gives his aerial offensive mining plans. 

Some evidence is beginning to come in of another push 
toward CACTUS. It may be that the enemy will employ CVs when 
and if it takes place. The enemy continues to be active in the 
NEW GUINEA area rnt no large scale move in that direction is 
noted. 


In the ALEUTIANS the enemy moves are not clear. It seems 
probable that convoys now enroute the Western ALEUTIANS are bring¬ 
ing in reinforcements and replacements. Photos show that the 
enemy is there to stay until ousted by troops. 

















03 0521 CIKCPAC to COMINCH 


For Admiral King only. Highest secrecy. Had given full 
consideration to disadvantages raised by your 011605 as 
to operating Eatdiv 3 in Sopac. Logistics can be met. 

I have had the AA batteries of Eatdiv 3 increased by ad¬ 
dition of 2 40 MM quads and 46 20 KM guns per ship, mak¬ 
ing them comparable to those of Batdiv 4. These AA bat¬ 
teries will of course be improved when they receive their 
remaining 40 MM guns and replace 5"-25s with 5"-38 but 
their underwater defense will not be satisfactory until 
third deck centerline compartments are made watertight. 

It was with all t is in mind I decided in view of the mili¬ 
tary situation these ships should go to Sopac. My 252047 
and Halsey's 250522. It is probable that the enemy will 
make at least one more powerful move against CACTUS in¬ 
cluding more of his battleships than he used last time. 

The need for additional gun power to defeat this move has 
been accentuated by recent losses in heavy cruiser strength. 
I consider this situation more acute than those in the past 
which led to suggestions for use of 0B3. Your 272058 of 
April and 121750 of August. Para. I believe that decision 
should be made now whether we shall lay up all OBB for 
lengthy modernization or whether we shall keep available 
and utilize some in situations where their hitting power 
may be the deciding factor. Will await your further advice 
before cancelling transfer of Batdiv 3 one ship at least 
of which will be required as part of escort for troop con¬ 
voy departing December 6. 

02 2155 CINCPAC to COMGEKHAWDEPT. C OMHA'V 3EAFR ON Info ASP PEaRL etc . 

While situation at present does not indicate probability 
any major Jap attack Hawaiian area op. first anniversary of ! 
Battle of Pearl Harbor, possibility exists of acts of sabot 
tage by misguided local Japanese or of minor shelling by 
submarines. Desire modified alert effective from prior 
dark 5 December to after daylight 7 December with special 
emphasis on sabotage directed against ships or shore in¬ 
stallations. Blackout exceptions made to expedite work 
on damaged ships and movements Important cargoes are not 
rescinded but excepted activities be particularly alert 
to blackout promptly if later ordered. 

C0M9QPA0 to CON-INCH Info CINCPAC . r - 

02 0637 To be decoded by Cominch and C ; ncpac only. Ultra high 

command. Your 301915. Concur conception therein. BUIN 
at present key ORANGE position in SUSAN. To take this near 
future requires:A CACTUS, RINGBOLT development ot support 
planned surface operations.B Neutralize or take MUNDA and 
REKATA as may be needed later. C Increased air surface 
and shipping available. Para. Relative above, enemy 


(continued) 
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02 0637 (continued) 


continues efforts reenforce CACTUS. He has not abandoned 
it. Securing all development that position and RINGBOLT 
continue absorb available Sopac effort and are progressing 
too slowly. Reenforcement and more shipping needed now. 

Lack anti-sub craft is grave weakness. Jap activity MUN- 
DA, REKATA, BUIN obscure due inadequate reconnaissance 
which difficult and slow due lack of means and v/eather. 
Consider Mardiv 1 required for move on BUIN. Para. Army 
troops now here plus 25th Division adequate to garrison 
back areas and CACTUS provided BUIN offensive is gotten 
underway promptly. In this connection it is essential that 
next offensive will not be undertaken until ships and troops 
are available to exploit immediately initial landing and 
follow through otherwise a 2nd CACTUS may result. Para. 
Operations involve directly and mainly Sopac forces, bases, 
and communications. Command should be located accordingly 
regardless of who It Is. 


03 1740 COMINCH to CINCPAC 


Decode only for Admiral Nimitz. Ultra Secret. Last para¬ 
graph your 030521 think only sound course is to continue 
modernization and rehabilitation of OBB's as underway in 
TENNESSEE and CALIFORNIA which must be adjusted to Navy 
Yard capabilities after consideration new construction and 
battle damage repairs. Para. However only acute needs 
such as now exist in Sopac should cause us to unduly expose 
OBB's which have not been modernized. 

04 0253 CINCPAC to COKSOPA C Info COKIIICH. CTF 1 

Treat with utmost Secrecy. Due to non-water tightness of 
centerline compartments of 3rd deck of NEW MEXICO and MISS¬ 
ISSIPPI, I desire that they not be unnecessarily exposed 
to underwater damage unless they are required in an urgent 
situation. Under present conditions I consider that opera¬ 
ting them west of FANTAN one would result in such exposure. 
Their AA battery now consists of 8 5"-25s, 4 1.1 quads, 

2 40 MM quads and 46 20 KM guns. Half of their secondary 
battery has befn removed. Para. Suggest on his arrival 
FANTAN you have Leary confer with you on BB employment. 
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00 0112 CTF 0 to CINCPAC 

Radio HONOLULU pass to Cincpac from Comtaskforce 8. 

Ultra. Ordered late afternoon air attack 2 ships ex¬ 
pected ATTU today without awaiting scouting contact. 

Secondary objective KISKA shipping and land instal¬ 
lations in event ATTU attack not made. Weather prevent¬ 
ed operation now scheduled early tomorrow. Cruisers 
fueling LONGVIEW tonight. Weather holds. McMorris 
UMNAK today. Unless enemy info requires differing ac¬ 
tion, will return flagship ADAK tomorrow night to ac¬ 
complish flag relief. 

090502 COMSOPAC to ALL US NAVAL SHIPS SOPAC. Info CINPAC COMINCH ETC . 

The following reorganization of Sopac task forces is 
effective immediately for all units in company with Task 
Force Commanders. Absent units v/ill be directed to join 
by Comsopac, originator, as soon as practicable. Task 
Forces 11 and 1G, no change from organization in my 230612 
November except delete CLARK from Desron 2 and Task Force 
16. Task Force 64, Rear Admiral Lee in WASHINGTON, NORTH 
CAROLINA, INDIANA, MAURY, CUMMINGS plus additional destroy¬ 
ers as may be assigned. Task Force 65, Rear Admiral Mason 
In NASSAU 1 , ALTAMAHA, Combatdiv 4 in MARYLAND, COLORADO, 
Comdesron 12, WOODWORTH, BUCHANAN, LANSDOWNE, LARDNER, 

MCCALLA, GRAYSON. Task Force 67, Rear Admiral Ainsworth 
Task Force Commander in LOUISVILLE, Rear Admiral Tisdale 
second In command In HONOLULU, HELENA, COLUMBIA, Comdesron 
5, SHAW, LAMSON, PERKINS, DRAYTON, NICHOLAS, FLETCHER, 

OBANNON, DE HAVEN, SAUFLEY. The following units will oper¬ 
ate directly under Comsopac PENSACOLA, MINNEAPOLIS, NEW 
ORLEANS, HULL, MONAGHAN, FARRAGUT, MEADE, STACK, LANG, 

FRAZIER, GANSEVOORT. Comsopac will act as Comtaskfor 66 
using group and unit designations that force for units 
operating under his direct control. Task Forces 62 and 63 
are not affected by this reorganization. Comseronsopac 
and Comdespac have by hand for info. Interested Bases 
Sopac have also for action In another system. 

09 0506 COMSOPAC to CINCPAC Info COMINCH 

Handle as most secret. Mining plans vicinity CAPE ESPERANCE 
CACTUS recommended for approval as follows, one standard 
field of 340 Mark Six mines fitted with five hundred fathoms 
mooring wire, floats and mines at standard depths against 
surface ships as soon as prepared at 'TEST LOCH be loaded on 
four light minelayers and sent WHITE POPPY soon as practic¬ 
able. Comsopac sends to Cincpac action, Cominch info. 
Recommend approximate location of field one mile northeast 
entrance of TENAMBA RIVER long axis field 040. Foregoing 
after consultation Captain Hull. This field designed cur¬ 
tail Infiltration Jap troops and supplies northwest our 
position on CACTUS. 
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09 2145 COMINCH to CINCPAC Info COMSOPAC. COUGEN 1ST I.IARANPHCORPS etc 


Utmost secret. In connection my 191645 October you are 
authorized to transfer 10th Defense Battalion to Sopac as 
relief of 4th nov; in ROSES when transportation can be ar¬ 
ranged. If 10th is utilized, Marcorps will make available 
to you SAN DIEGO abo\it 10 January; 12th for transfer to 
PEARL as replacement for 10th. 12th will be retrained to 
full strength in January. Should you utilize 10th, inform 
desired date to sail in order arrange transportation. 

NPM deliver; action Cincpac. NXZ for info, Comsopac, Com- 
gen 1st Maramphcorps. Marcorps has by hand; originator 
Cominch. 


11 2007 CINCPAC to COMSOPAC 

Utmost secret. Request comment Cominch 092145. Tenth 
Defense Battalion consists mainly personnel with year or 
more experience bases Hawaiian area and expected ready 
depart PEARL 1 January. Equipped with 155, 90, 40, and 
20 MM, plus machine guns, tanks, and other Defense Battalion 
equipment; strength 50 officers, 1113 enlisted. 

14 0932 COMSOPAC to COHGZN CACTUS Info CTF 62 63 COKGIIU'OPAC. etc. 

It is imsortant. Ultra. That action resorts be promptly 
made, by preliminary and one or more amplifying dispatches 
when necessary. v D ur 122352 was first report on action 
off 5AV0 night of 11th? 26 hours earlier than your time 

group we had fairly comslete resort from zeal sources. 
Necessary that Zed 6 Zed Class 5 Addes be advised in ad¬ 
vance of use of surface forces in GUADALCANAL - FLORIDA 
area. This not to restrict your discretion but to avoid 
sossibility of conflict between forces your command and 
those of other commanders. Prior to receipt of your 130320 
regarding ground reconnaissance at KAMIM30 had received 
resort through TOKYO that 3 BLUE DD covered by ?T bombarded 
the area and landed raiders at MARVOVO the morning of 12th. 
If true originator should have been informed of plan or 
orders to our force. Pass to Comaunavbase CACTUS by hand. 
Action to Comgen CACTUS from COMSOPAC who has given to 
Gomgen Sopac and CTF 62 for info. 


KJ 
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16 0424 COHSOPAC to CINCPAC 

Highest secret. Critical shortage destroyers herewith out¬ 
lined. Due limited unloading areas beaches and equipment 
CACTUS, RINGBOLT movements cannot be lumped In large convoys. 
Small frequent groups Into and out of that area make heavy 
drain on escorts. Tills situation unavoidable for some time 
to come and the movements must continue. Lack of maintenance 
opportunity increasingly apparent in material casualties. 
Further serious consequence of hand to mouth condition is 
impracticability retaining any emblance of division and 
squadron organization. Comdespac suggests Desron 29 be 
ordered here for escort work. If you can do so earnestly 
• recommend this at once. Relief 30 afforded v/ill permit some 
permanency in destroyer assignment and training with task 
forces and will be reflected in marked increase in battle 
effectiveness of those forces. I know that you are acutely 
aware my need for the shins, however, the foregoing may clarify 
your picture somewhat. At present part of our heavy strik¬ 
ing forces are immobilized and remainder suffer gravely re¬ 
duced battle efficiency due to what I have outlined. 

16 0435 CINCPaC to CONSCPhC Info CONING;: 


Am sending 190 mines in JAMES RUMSEY (most secret) Depart¬ 
ing 17th. Comindiv 1 in TRACY and MONTGOMERY both loaded 
with mines accompany. I do not approve plan proposed your 
090506 as it appears to restrict cur possible future move¬ 
ments in that area. I v/ill approve fields laid off enemy 
landing beaches which you v/ill not want to use in future 
yourself and in depths of not over 200 fathoms. 


15 1959 CINCPAC to CTF 0 Info COMINCH 

Utmost secret. Expect directive from joint chiefs of staff 
canceling occupation TANAGA and ordering occupation AMCHITKA. 
Be prepared carry out latter task at earliest practicable 
date after receipt of orders. 

15 1650 COHINOII to CINCPAC Info C0I..50PACF0R 

Ultra secret. Advise Cominch as to strength of all units of 
all services, less aviation, which are now in CACTUS-RINGEOLT 
When various units are relieved inform Cominch as to their 
Strength and the amount and type of organizational military 
equipment not withdrawn. This information essential for 
material and personnel planning. Limited supplies amphibious 
material available for MarDivs necessitates serviceable equip 
ment and weapons this type should be withdrawn if and when 
practicable. MarCorps Informed. 
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17 0510 G 01.150 PAG to COI.ISO'.TESPAC Info CINCPAC , COM INC H . 

This from Comsopac. Strategic location of WOODLARK ISLAND 
as advanced air base for operations Northern CORAL SEA be¬ 
lieved to offer possibilities. Such preliminary information 
as available here indicates relative ease of establialiment 
field. Subsequent logistic support does not appear to 
present too great difficulties. Request I be furnished, 
for information, any recent topographical survey information 
visual and photographic reconnaissance information also any 
other useful data available. This is ultra. 

17 0527 CINCPAC to COMSOPAC 


Your 160424. Have reduced vessels assigned ocean escort to 
minimum compatible with task. I will continue policy of 
sending you all I can but regret none in sight except DD's 
nov/ under repair. 

18 1315 COMINCH to CINCPAC Info COMWESEAFRON. COMNORWESEAFRON. etc . 

Treat this as most secret. The Joint Chiefs of Staff direct 
that if reconnaissance of AMCHITKA shows that a satisfactory 
airfield can be constructed thereon in a reasonable time, the 
following directive will be executed: Comwestseafron pass 
to DEWITT. Objective. Occupation of AMCHITICA at earliest 
date. Purpose. O^e, to render KISKA untenable as an operat¬ 
ing base for the enemy. Two, to provide an advanced base for 
possible operation against KISKA. Tasks. Afirin, seize and 
occupy AMCHITKA and build airfield thereon. Baker, train force 
for assault and occupation of KISKA. The Army assault units 
as assigned by the War Department can be trained in SAN DIEGO. 
No Marine amphibious units are available for this operation. 
General instructions. Cincoac in conjunction with Comgen 
Western Defense Command form plan for occupying AMCHITKA to 
be executed on earliest date. Cincoac furnish CTP 8 immediate¬ 
ly 1 AP combat load for first troops to land in occupation of 
AMCHITKA. Report target days for AMCHITKA occupation and 
outline of plan and means required for this operation and 
for future occupation of KISKA. Code name for AMCHITKA op¬ 
eration is CRCWEAR. Occupation of TANAGA suspended in 
accordance with Cincpac. 

18 2321 CINCPAC to CTF 8 Info COMINCH, COM' ORWESTSEAFRON. etc . 

Utmost secrecy. Cominch 181315. On assumption that TERRAIN 
at AMCHITKA proves suitable and that directive for its oc¬ 
cupation will be issued by Cincpac and ^omgen Western Defense, 

I desire you continue detailed plans in conjunction with such 
Army agency as may be designated by Lieut. General De Witt. 
Consideration will be given to requests by you for forces in 
addition to those now at your disposal but beyond the one AP 
very little Is immediately available. De Witt is being ad¬ 
dressed separately regarding troops. Greenslade pass to De 
Witt. 
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18 2345 CINCPAC to COMWESEAFRONT Info G OMN 0RWESEAFRONT, etc . 

For General De Witt* Most secret. Referring to Cominch 
S 181315 and my 182321 to Theobald which is being passed to 

you. After final approval of AMCHITKA project and determ¬ 
ination of forces to be employed, I visualize that our joint 
directive for that project will assign the task and make 
available the forces decided upon. GTF 8 will be assigned 
the naval task by me and I presume will command all forces 
until the amphibious phase is completed. If you concur, 
please inform him of the agency with whom he will deal in 
preparing detailed plans. Would also aopreciate information 
as to your plan for the garrison and whether all units are 
now available to you. 

19 0320 COM 12 to CINCPAC 

Pass to Cincpac for action; treat as most secret. Com 12 
sending. Paraphrase of despatch sent by Lieut. General 
DeWitt to Chief of Staff as follows after conference with 
Cincpac and staff, Admiral Klnkaid and staff, officers Corn- 
inch, recommend adoption following General Plan as basis 
preparation detailed clan for reduction and occupation 
BOODLE. Occupy FORMULA at once with garrison formerly 
destined for AMULET supplemented by additional units from 
LONGVIEW if necessary. Plan to use 184th Infantry after 
BOODLE is reduced with units from LONGVIEW, FORMULA and 
other ADC garrisons as occupational force, BOODLE. 35th 
Division to be designated task force BOODLE reduction and 
brought up to full strength. General Corlett and General 
Landrum to be returned from BRONZE and assigned as division 
and ass’t. division commanders that division, both having 
served with division in amphibious training. Second part 
follows four minutes later. 

19 0324 COM 12 to CINCPAC 

Most Secret for action Cincpac; second part my 190320 says 
Com 12. Both officers familiar with Alaskan conditions and 
have worked joint exercises with Marine amphibious forces. 
Present location 35th Division, LOS ANGELES and its early 
relief from Western Defense Command will facilitate train¬ 
ing of specific force for reduction of BOODLE. Training can 
be initiated Immediately under Admiral Rockwell provided 
given first priority by Cincpac. 184 Infantry now intensive 
training should be sent OCEAN BLUE immediately for accli¬ 
matization and training In preparation occupational task. 
Recommend approval of above as basis for preparation de¬ 
tailed plan. Request authorization take necessary measures 
implement plan coordination and collaboration with Kinkaid 
and Rockwell who have seen this message and concur para¬ 
phrase ends preference Cominch 181315 War Department direct¬ 
ive therein your concurrence requested in working out plans 
directly with Admirals Kinkaid and Rockwell subject to your 
approval. DeWitt. 
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19 0215 CINCPAC to COMWE3EAFROK Info COMINCII, COKAMPHIFCRPAC 

For General De’Vitt. Most secret. Studies by my staff and 
CTF 8 indicate probable 10,000 enemy at KISKA and thar 2 
divisions will be required for its captxxre. Request your 
comment and that I be kept informed of situation as to 
availability of troops for the KISKA operation. Rear Ad¬ 
miral Gpruance, my Chief of Staff, will confer with you im¬ 
mediately on his arrival SAN FRANCISCO tomorrow. 

19 2048 DEWITT toCINCPAC 


This from DeWitt to Cincpac. Answering your 182345 concur 
in designation Comtaskfor 8 as commander all forces FORMULA 
project until amphibious phase is completed. Conferring with 
Admiral Kinkaid here today and will inform him detailed 
plans will be worked out between him and Commanding General 
Alaska Defense Command. All units are now available to me 
for occupation FORMULA and are assembled LONGVIEW except bat¬ 
talion of general service or combat engineers. Initial gar¬ 
rison to consist 1 battalion infantry, 2 AW batteries AA, 1 
battery 105 MM howitzer, 1 battalion engineers combat or 
general service, 1 battalion construction engineers aviation, 
1 battery 155 MM gun. Engineer battalion general service 
or combat will be made available in Alaska Defense Command 
for movement to FORMULA. 

22 0557 CI NCPAC to C0MWE5EAFR0NT 

For Lieut. General DeWitt. As indicated in my 212137 I 
concur your 202304. Following is tentative text of dispatch 
which I propose that we issue as our joint plan. "Objective, 
occupation of AMCHITKA at earliest date. Purpose, to im¬ 
mediately deny AMCHITKA to enemy and utilize it as soon as 
possible in air operations against enemy forces and KISKA 
installations. Task, seize and occupy AMCHITKA and build 
airfield thereon. In command. Commander Northern Force 
(TF 8) Pacific Fleet. Forces assigned, Task Force Eight 
plus INDIANAPOLIS, DEWEY, WORDEN, KALK, GILLESPIE, MID¬ 
DLETON. Army garrison of about blank thousand plus con¬ 
struction and transportation forces as designated by CG 
Western Defense Command. Para. Target date January blank. 
Command of Army forces less aircraft will revert to Army 
when CG FORMULA informs CTF 8 he is ready to take over. 

Code name of this operation is CROWBAR." Request you 
give me information to substitute for above blanks and also 
any other suggestions to make the plan acceptable to you. 

If no appreciable disagreement exists, I suggest you in¬ 
clude your approval and I will Issue the dispatch as com¬ 
ing from us both. 


1187 








-S BOR gL . 
December (GCT) 


r*s 




21 2238 CCMGEN ALASKAN DEFENSE COM CTF 8 to CINCPAC. C0MWE3T3EAFR0N.etc , 

Buckner and Theobald concur that enemy discovery of CROW- 
BOW operation must be almost immediate. Threat"to BOODLE 
created thereby assures early and continuing maximum enemy 
reaction. With force herein recommended, shape of island 
confines our held position within fairly narrow limits 
near southern end of island. Subject only to our air ac¬ 
tion enemy thus has opportunity to infiltrated forces at 
will by barges, submarine and other transportation in low 
visibility to unoccupied middle and northern sections of 
island. It is recognized that our supporting naval surface 
forces will be weak. Our occupation force must therefore 
be strong enough to assure our control of area within 
artillery range of contemplated airfields. These con¬ 
siderations dictate that minimum force desirable is 2 full 
regiments of infantry, 2 batteries of 155's, 4 batteries 
75*s, 1 regiment anti-aircraft plus construction and ser¬ 
vice troops. This full strength must be fully available 
Dog day. Commanding General Alaskan Defense Command and 
Commander Task Force 8 jointly send. Most Secret. Radio 
HONOLULU deliver to Cincpac for action and Comwestseafron 
deliver to Commanding General Western Defense Command for 
action. 


19 1906 COMINCH to CINCPAC I„fo CCMSQPAC. 1ST EAR A' PHIBIOUS CORPS.etc . 

Handle this as super secret. Non addressees do not decode 
begin Cincpac 170545 and 180151 Comsopac 181056. Disregard 
my 162115. NTS provide transportation for Twelfth Defense 
Battalion with its normal equipment and supplies from SAN 
DIEGO to COPPER and if transportation can not be furnished 
by Cincpac for Tenth Defense Battalion from COPPER to port 
in Sopac designated by Cincpac. Twelfth Defense Battalion 
will load SAN DIEGO 4th January or as soon thereafter as 
transportation can be made available. Marine Corps issue 
necessary movement order Twelfth Defense Battalion. Cincpac 
advise whether transportation Is or is not required for 
Tenth Defense Battalion. Marcorps and Opnav Informed. 


23 0016 DeWITT to CIIJCPAC Info COMWESKAFRON . 

Concur entirely your 22055? pass this to Cincpac handle as 
most secret Com 12 sending for Gen DeWitt. Army Garrison 
strength at FORMULA 6,000 including approximately 800 in 
engineer aviation construction battalion and same number 
in air combat and service units expected to be stationed at 
V FORMULA upon completion construction air base. Engineer 

construction battalion aviation armed organically with 
rifles machine guns both 30 and 50 caliber and 37 millimeter 
guns and available for combat if needed. Tarret date 
January 5th in which Adm Kinkaid concurs. Comweseafron has 
by hand. 


1188 











•SE CRET — 

December (GCT) 


25 2050 C0M0EN WEST DEF COMMAND to CINCPAC . 

C 12095 this answers your 242149. To Admiral Nimitz from 
Gen De Witt. C of S from Alaska Defense Command here a few 
days ago and brought Buckner's estimate of minimum force 
desirable for FORMULA project which was approximately same 
strength and composition as outlined in Theobalds dispatch 
212238 sent jointly to you and me. Consider minimum garrison 
necessary as outlined in my reply to your 182345 and so in¬ 
formed Buckner. This is force of Six thousand strength as 
contained in our joint dispatch implementing CROWBAR project. 
In discussion with Kinkaid just prior to his departure for 
north, which was attended by Admiral Smith who had just re¬ 
turned from ALASKA, various matters connected with CROWBAR 
project were discussed including the possibility of prompt 
retaliation by enemy. It was consensus of all present at 
conference that enemy would doubtless attempt to interfere 
with CROWBAR operation utilizing all possible means includ¬ 
ing submarines and possible barging of troops from KISKA. 

No one at any time expressed confidence that movement would 
be unopposed or that Navy could prevent anything coming to 
either FORMULA or LONGVIEW. Kinkaid stated it was Navy job 
to do everything possible to prevent enemy action interfering 
with movement and occupation of FORMULA and both he and 
Smith considered that effective measures with Naval forces 
available could be taken to seriously Interfere with possible 
enemy barging operations from KISKA. It may become necessary 
to augment FORMULA force later. This can only be done at 
expense of other ALASKAN garrisons and in absence of present 
unloading facilities FORMULA reinforcements should not be 
scheduled pending change in present estimate of immediate 
enemy capabilities. 

26 0612 COMSOPAC to COMSOWESPAC Info COHAIRSOPAC, CINCPAC . 

In regard to Cincpac 250303. Comsopac speaks. CACTUS ga3 
situation will not yet permit repeated heavy long range 
strikes from there. Further impracticable give fighter 
coverage CACTUS to RABAUL hence night strikes only can be 
made. Can send you 18 fortresses, 9 B-26 and 8 Lightenings 
to operate temporarily from Sowespac against RABAUL shipping. 
Request your opinion and desires in this regard. Very secret 
Comgensopac has by hand for info. 

27 1750 COMINCH to CINCPAC 


Hicom Hicom. Only for addressee. Your repeated and long 
continued indication of carrier training activities in 
ORANGE waters may repeat may involve rehearsals of operations 
directed against HAWAII - MIDWAY line or elsewhere other 
than South or Southwest Pacific. 
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COMSOPAC to COMTASKFOR 67 Info CINCPAC. CTF 62. CTF 42. etc . 

30 0602 Addressees only decode. Most secret. Be prepared carry 

out shore bombardment against MUNDA airfield on NEW GEORGIA 
during night of 4 January with three (3) CL and probably 
2 DD. Use own planes for illumination and spotting retir¬ 
ing them to RINGBOLT. GRAYBACK available for navigational 
or other aid desired CMA information to be provided her 
through Comtaskfor 42 by January 2. Prooose to employ VP 
coverage from CACTUS. Obtain air photos of target area and 
sea approaches to firing position from Comtaskfor 63. This 
operation to support landing of own troops CACTUS. Advise 
ships designated. Comsopac sends. CTF 42 and GRAYBACK 
have for info in another system. 

31 0341 CINCPAC to COMINCH Info COMSOPAC 

Handle with utmost secrecy. It Is apparent from Halsey’s 
300350 that the estimated dates of readiness of amphibious 
troops contained myser 0259’V of 8 December are much too 
optimistic. Therefore recommend before any directive by 
Joint Chiefs of Staff be issued that the objective and 
target date be referred to Cincpac and Comsopac for 
comment. 

31 1015 COMINCH to CINCPAC. COMSOPAC Info CSA*, VCNO . 

Very Secret. Only for addressees. Comment on contemplated 
set-up whereby Deputy Commander Sopac area relieves Comsopac 
of administrative and local operational matters including 
bases except advanced so that Comsopac Is free to give full 
attention to enemy especially as SUSAN campaign progresses 
when command relations with Comsowestpac area will develop 
importance. Chief of Staff Army, VCNO informed. 
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01 0655 CTF 67 to COMSOPAC Info C0M50NESPAC. COMINCH. CIWCPAO . 

Preliminary survey results night action 30 Nov - 1 Dec. 
from CTF 67 who has not yet consulted Admiral Tisdale and 
COs HONOLULU and 4 DD's. -Tap ships sunk 2 AP f 1 AK, 2 
CL (YU3ARI or SENDARI Class) 4 DD’s. 2 other AP’s damaged. 
Dome indication that GA was present out escaped undamaged. 
About 5 destroyers escaped. Am convinced no landings were 
made from any ship, -tap force believed comnosed of 5 A? 
or AK 3 cruisers 9 destroyers. Action commenced 2320 fol¬ 
lowing torpedo attack on transport group by our DD’s from 
5,000 yards. Gunfire at ranges 12 to 5 thousand yards. 

PC Nadars of great benefit. Jap gun fire umimpressive 

01 2252 TISDALE to COMSOPAC. Info CINCPAC. COMINCH. All TF COMDRS . 

Part 1 of 2 parts. Partial preliminary narrative 4th SAVO. 
Tisdale sends. 4 DD’s 2 miles ahead cruisers ordered 
launch torpedo attack followed shortly by gun fire from 
cruisers at targets already along beach area. This at 
2323 . All time L(-ll). HONOLULU commenced fire at 2324 
range 8300 closing raoidly. Order in column MINNEAPOLIS, 

NEW ORLEANS, PENSACOLA, HONOLULU, NORTHAMPTON, LAl/iSON, 
LARDNER. First hit I saw was on NEW ORLEANS, second PEN¬ 
SACOLA. MINNEAPOLIS, NORTHAMPTON hits not noted. At 
midnight Wright with 2 torpedo hits and rapidly failing 
TBS ordered me take charge. Gunfire now desultory or over. 
PENSACOLA half way SAVO to RINGBOLT speed 8. NEW ORLEANS 
retiring toward RINGBOLT speed 5 knots. NORTHAMPTON im¬ 
mobilized and burning advised was abandoning. MINNEAPOLIS 
making 5 knots toward LUNGA POINT. Location DD’s unknown. 
Large fire along stretch of beach seemed fully half mile 
long. Ordered all destroyers to stand by crippled cruisers. 
HONOLULU at about 0230 cleared area to westward to await 
daylight due 0530 when returned via South of SAVO hunting 
crippled enemy ships south of RUSSEL ISLANDS enroute. None 
located. LARDNER, LAM SON joined inside SAVC. End of part 
1. CT‘ R ’ 6? pass to Comgen CACTUS. Info to Comairsopac by 
hand. Comsopac pass to Comseronsopac. 

02 0011 Part TWO of CTU 67.2.3 (TISDALE). 

Part 2 of 4th SAVO. CTU 67.2.3 originator. MAURY patrol¬ 
ling TULAGI advised PERKINS and all 3 cruisers inside TULAGI 
HAR30R. Only MINNEAPOLIS visible. Circled off harbor to 
signal Wright in endeavor arrange convoy to BUTTON but con¬ 
tact broken when MINNEAPOLIS shifted berth behind island. 
MARUY then advised no disabled cruisers able make trip. 
DRAYTON, FLETCHER already departed. My group started for 
BUTTON. Extent damage to enemy PENSACOLA, NEW ORLEANS, 
PERKINS, MAURY unknown. LAMSON, LARDNER, FLETCHER, DRAYTON, 

1191 


(Continued) 













—i -—i m 

' S ^ { Wr 




r ^ 


02 0011 Part TWO of OTU 67.2.3 (TIP DALE) (Continued). 

HONOLULU undamaged except HONOLULU naximum speed 28 until 
granted 24 hours availability repair one engine. All re¬ 
quire ammunition. 10 cruiser olanes if none lost now at 
TUIAOI 10 others HUTTON. Fitts in DRAYTON advises his ship 
sunk 0257, 57 officers including Cantain, Executive, Navi¬ 
gator, Gunnery, Supelv, Medical, 1st Lieut, all Comcrudiv 5 
staff 1 British and 667 enlisted arrived HUTTON in FLETCHER 
DRAYTON. Only 3 enlisted seriously injured. Understand 
more survivors in RINGBOLT area. 3elieve entire enemy at¬ 
tack force destroyers and submarines. 

02 0600 CTF 8 to TP 8 info CINCPAC . 

This is CTP 8 Operation Order Number 15-42. Information. 
SEMICHI convoy and KISKA convoy enroute these destinations, 
one at least scheduled to arrive early evening December 2nd. 
Escort probably consists 1 TAMA and small number of destroyers. 
Another force speed 24 arrived in an objective area above 
time or about 0600W (-12) Dec 3rd approaching on course 040. 
Assumptions. (l) Task Force is covering escort for SEMICHI 
convoy. (2) This force is carrier raiding force or surface 
raiding force objective probably LONGVIEW for early morning 
air attack or night shelling. Plan. This force will locate 
enemy accroaching LONGVIEW and FEMICHI - ATTU on afternoon 
2 December or as early as possible 3 Decern>er and will destroy 
fast enemy force by receated air attacks in vicinity of LONG¬ 
VIEW or full scale primary attack by air in SEMICHI area and 
will utilize surface force attack to comclete destruction enemy 
combatant surface force and SEMICHI convoy in order to pre¬ 
vent establishment of enemy on SEMICHI ISLAND while safe 
e-uarding forces and installations at LONGVIEW. Tasks. Air 
Group. Air search unit. Locate enemy force accroaching 
SEMICHI and LONGVIEW ss late as possible in December 2nd con¬ 
sistent with credark return to bases and as early as possible 
on December 3rd. Determine type and number enemy combatant 
units. As consistent with criraary task, assist in attacks on 
enemy combatant forces and SEMICHI convoy. Air striking 
unit. Destroy as primary target, fast enemy combatant units 
protecting SEMICHI convoy. If and when search eliminates 
probability of presence enemy near LONGVIEW on 3 December, be 
prepared to dispatch force as early as cossible against enemy 
located in ATTU SEMICHI area. Consistent with tasks against 
enemy combatant forces, assist in destruction of transports 
and auxiliaries of SEMICHI convoy. With due regard for of¬ 
fensive tasks, while awaiting information of enemy, safeguard 
air force at Western 3ases to maximum possi3le especially on 
early 3 December. Surface striking group. Destroy SEMICHI 
convoy when search intelligence indicates favorable situation 
or when ordered. Destroy or drive off enemy combatant units 
interfering with primary task. Consistent with primary task 


(Gontinued) 
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02 0600 CTF 8 to TF 8 Info CINCPAC. (Continued) 

and as situation warrants complete destruction of enemy 
combatant units. Xray. If not located until after arrival, 
SEHICRI convoy may be found dispersed at SEMICHI, in TEMNAC 
MASSACRE SARANA CHICHAGOF or HOLTZ BAYS ATTU or in lee of 
AGATTIJ. SEIvIICHI convoy is primary convoy objective. No 
action against KISKA convoy must interfere with or delay 
destruction SEMICHI convoy. Organization of groups and units 
and commanders thereof are set forth in my OPlan 14-42. Tasks 
of groups not mentioned herein are covered by my CPlan 14-42. 
This Op Order effective on receipt. Senavoff LONGVIEW as¬ 
sure delivery to BUTLER and LANDRUM. 

04 0459 COMSOPAC to CINCPAC Info COMAIRSCPAC 

Your 270149. 2 bomber, 2 fighter strips planned for CACTUS. 

Complement aircraft desired including attack group, 80 VF 
and pursuit, 40 VSB, 18 VTB, 30 heavy bombardment, 20 med¬ 
ium bombardment, 12 Hudsons, 6 photo and utility. Comsopac 
sends to Cincpac for action. 

032127 COMSOPAC to COMINCH Info CINCPAC COMSERFORPAC COMSERONSOPAC . 

272203 X SALVAGE OPERATIONS COOLIDGE WITH VIEW TO RAISING not 
practicable during war activities on account large force of 
personnel and equipment diverted from salvage and battle 
damage repairs to combatant vessels. As bow is 66 feet under 
water and stern 138 feet under water ultimate salvage considered 
questionable. Present program is cut holes In sides for re¬ 
moval urgently needed military materials of special value. 

This program will be continued as fill In, when- work on combat¬ 
ant vessels permits. Action Cominch. Info Cincpac, Comserfor- 
pac. Comsopac originates. Comseronsopac has by hand. 

04 1153 COMSOPAC to CINCPAC Info COMSOPAC COMGENSOPAC COMGEN 1MAC etc . 

West of POINT CRUZ 164th Infantry patrol killed 5 Japs 
destroyed machine gun. On upper LUNGA Marine Raider patrol 
captured 1 mortar some ammunition several machine guns and 
killed 16 orientals with loss of 4 wounded. Comsopac summary. 

3 CAs arrived BIJIN from north at 1100. All times Love (-11) 
December 3rd. Left at 1700. Last seen at 1825 north of 
CHOISEUL course northeast. 10 DDs left BUIN 1300 course south¬ 
east. Probable these ships same as those engaged by CACTUS 
air at 1830, 150 miles, bearing 300°. Hits: 2 1000 pound hits 
on 1 vessel, 1 1000 pound hit on 2nd vessel, 2 torpedo hits on 
DD and 2 possibles on another. By hand to Comgensopac, Congen 
1st MAC, NSS give to Cominch info. Cincpac is action. 
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04 1750 COIvlIKCH to CINCPAC Info COMSOPAC, CTF 8. COHNWSEAFRON. etc . 

Addressees only decode. It is considered possible even 
probable that enemy will make definite effort to effect 
surprise even suicidal attack perhaps of air raid character 
on some of our positions and/or forces on or about 7th 
instant. Para. When you pass this despatch along make 
sure of adequate paraphrase. 

04 2153 CTF 0 to TASK FORCE 8 Info COI.UNCH. CINCPAC. COMGENALDEFEKSE . 

From Task Force Commander. Search plane contacted enemy 
force Lat 49-11 N, Long 180. Composition: 2 CL, several 
CDs and many transports. Course north. Speed 12. Disposition 
number 1. Search plane trailing enemy. 

05 1441 COM INCH to CINCPAC. Info CINCLANT. COHSQPAC. COrrOY/ESPAC. etc . 

4 AP’s and 2 AK’s in addition to those my 251415 November to 
all adees expected depart base hyoo late December for MERCURY 
where reoort Cincpac for duty. Now nlanning embark 158 
Infantry Combat Team (trained in jungle warfare) at MERCURY 
for ASODE in JOSEPH DICKMAN CHARLES CARROLL THOMAS JEFFERSON 
ARCTURUS also Army Navy personnel and cargo at base hvoo in 
WILLIAM PIDDLE ORERON for WHITE POPPY. Comment. Early reply 
necessary in order arrange loading. Onnav has by hand. 

06 0143 Comsonac to Cincpac Info C0MIN3H. COMSQWESPAC. COMGERrOPAC. etc . 

Night of 4th after remarkable 30 day operation through moun¬ 
tainous jungle 2nd Raiders reached LUNGA. Oomsopas passes. 

They destroyed 5 lap bases killed 400 enemy. Suffering only 
17 dead their own force. West of MATANIKATJ 164th infantry 
killed 7 nips. On 6 missions P-39*s strafed 15 enemy landing 
barges and rafts vicinity TASSAFARONGA. Jap supplies lashed 
to drums drifted toward beach. Cincpac action. Cominch 
info. Comgensopac and Conp-en First Maramphoorps have by 
hand for info. 
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06 2031 CINCPAC to COMINCH . 

PENSACOLA scheduled depart RINGBOLT 6th local for BUTTON 
speed about 8. Comsopac ordered following moves yesterday 
afternoon, TP 16 proceed toward Lat. 15-00 S, 160-00 E, 
engine speed 22, NORTH CAROLINA v/ith DD escort from PANTAN 1 
toward same position, speed 20, CTP 64 in WASHINGTON with 
INDIANA, COLUMBIA, and DD escort from WHITE POPPY toward 
same position speed 20. HONOLULU, HELENA available DDs at 
BUTTON placed on 2 hours notice. 

06 1929 COMSOPAC to COMINCH Info CINCPAC. COMAIRSQPAG. CTF 62. 

Your 281708 Nov. The development of BUTTON as an advance 
operating base of LION dimensions is approved. NOUMEA is 
too far from present and prospective active combat areas 
to answer all requirements. NOUMEA however is desirably 
situated for supply. Provisions. Hospitalization. Train¬ 
ing groups and battle damage repairs in conjunction v/ith 
drydocking tender and shore facilities equivalent to one 
destroyer tender. Comsopac sends. Cominch action. Cincpac 
info. 

29 Nov COMSOPAC to CINCPAC 

Urdis 270841. Afirm . At BUTTON; 172nd combat team with 
103rd Field Artillery Battalion plus attached medical com¬ 
pany and engineer platoon. Enroute SPOONER to POPPY; one 
battalion 103rd Infantry, one battery 152nd Field Artillery, 
one battalion 169th Infantry, detachments of division ser¬ 
vice troops. Remainder 43rd Division, in POPPY, consists 
of 103rd Infantry, 169th Infantry, 152nd and 169th Field 
Artillery Battalions, 43rd reconnaissance troop, attached 
medical quartermaster, ordnance, engineer units. Entire 
Division reported as ready to combat except BUTTON con¬ 
tingent which is lacking considerable equipment. Baker. 

At CACTUS; 164th Infantry (3150), 182nd Infantry less one 
battalion (3075), 245th Field Artillery Battalion (570), 
246th Field Artillery Battalion (486). Enroute CACTUS due 
3 December; 132nd Infantry less one batralion (2100), 

247th Field Artillery Battalion (400). At BUTTON; 3rd 
Battalion of 182nd Infantry (900). At POPPY; 1st Bat¬ 
talion 132nd Infantry (900), 221st Field Artillery Bat¬ 
talion (500), reconnaissance squadron (196). All service 
elements at CACTUS or enroute. Cast . 9th Defense Bat¬ 
talion enroute CACTUS last elements arriving 3 December. 

Dog . 1st Raider Battalion, present strength 16 officers, 

613 enlisted; now based WHITE POPPY. Of these 511 en¬ 
listed now NEW ZEALA' D for recreation, rehabilitation to 
return about 20 December. Easy . 6-155 MM guns and 4-155 
MM howitzers. Enroute v/ith Defense Battalion; 6 additional 
155 MM guns. Marairv/ing ONE; headquarters WHITE POPPY, 
forward echelon CACTUS. Group 11 at CACTUS.and BUTTON 
(moving to CACTUS). Group 14 at CACTUS. Group 25 at . Q 
TONTOUTA. VMO 251 at BUTTON. YMF 212 enroute USA. 11 d 
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07 1251 COMINCH to COMSOPAC Info CINCPAC . 

As Sopac has first priority your request for shipments 
are being met and will continue to be met to the full 
extent that shipping can be made available after denying 
much needed support to areas of lower priority. In ad¬ 
dition to the ships now at NOUMEA and BUTTON ships en- 
route and loading for NOUMEA will arrive throughout De¬ 
cember at rate exceeding 1 per day. Request you reaffirm 
that this accumulation shipping your area is wanted. 

COMSOPAC to COHGEN 1ST MARDIV, COMGEN FMAC. COMAMPHFORSOPAC. e tc. 

07 0446 Effective 10 December the GUADALCANAL - TULAGI position 

will assume a status generally similar to other island bases 
in South Pacific. The base to be known "CACTUS" will embrace 
the airfields on GUADALCANAL the seaplane base at TULAGI and 
the Advanced Naval Bases and Naval Local Defense Forces at 
GUADALCANAL and TULAGI, and all troops and installations in 
the general area. ComGen CACTUS will command the base under 
Comsopac. The principal of unity of command will be observed. 

The administration and operation of aircraft will be respon¬ 
sibility of Comairsopac is covered in "Organization of air¬ 
craft Sopac" promulgated by Comsopac serial 285 of August 4, 

1942. Naval Advance Eases and Naval Local Defense Forces 
under Comnavbase CACTUS. For purposes of planning, admini¬ 
stration, and development following presponsibilities are 
established: Afirm. Airfields, seaplane bases, advanced 
naval bases, and naval local defense forces, Comnavbasds 
Sopac. Baker . Troops Comgen FMAC (Passes to Comgen Sopac 
when Army forces assume defense responsibilities). Com- 
amphibforsopac relieved responsibility defense CACTUS but 
retains responsibility for transportation of reinforcements 
replacements relief units supplies and equipment until Com- 
seronsopac is able to assume thi3 responsibility. MTRon 3 
plus JAMESTOWN, MTRon 2 assigned to operational control 
Comadnavalbase CACTUS. Comgen FMAC, Comamphforsopac, Com- 
navebasesopac have for action. Comgensopac, Comseronsopac 
for info all by hand from Comsopac. 

08 1225 COMSOPAC to COMINCH Info CIHCPAC . 

Accumulation shipping, your 071251, considered warranted. 

With arrivals December, plus installation pontoon dock expect 
materially improve turn around which is main bottleneck at 
present. This will be further materials expedited by better 
loading now apparent in recent arrivals. Comsopac sends to 
Cominch for action, Cincpac information. 
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09 0405 CTF 8 to CINCPAC 

Present garrison ADAK, 16,056; TANAGA garrison 0. Fol¬ 
lowing future arrivals ADAK 12th, 600; 14th, 1264; December 
28th, 550 completing troop movement to ADAK. January 5th 
TANAGA troop movement from ADAK begins. Expected date 
completion January 15th. Eventual garrison ADAK 14,361. 
Eventual garrison TANAGA 4,109. Have no knowledge of ap¬ 
proved preliminary plan for AMCHITKA occupation. Army 
survey party proceeds there at early date. CTF 8 answers 
Cincpac 071049. 

11 2025 CINCPAC to COM 14 Info CCMI V CK 


For Admiral Nimitz. B-17 strike reported was in BUIN area. 
Photos 9th local show MUNDA airfield 90 % completed with 
taxi-ways revetments bomb blast shelters 4 gun positions. 
Halsey orders Fitch make repeated attacks there. On de¬ 
parture RINGBOLT, MINNEAPOLIS ordered BUTTON; NEW ORLEANS, 
ACACIA. PT reports sinking Jap sub off KAMIMBO night 
9th local. Tentative Comsopac plan counter Jap subs 
CACTUS, PBY locate with radar, cruiser planes illuminate 
area, PTs or available DDs strike. Vandergrift relieved 
by Patch, arrives BRISBANE 12th. Halsey advises Mac- 
Arthur 75 % 1st Mardiv have malaria. Time rehabilitation 
3, possibly 6 months considers climate of SYDNEY or further 
South necessary. RAdm. Wright ordered U.S. temporary duty 
by Halsey. Radar and sound by DD last night indicate 2 
probable subs 20 miles from NE end MOLOKAI. Being hunted 
today by 2 DD VPBS. No word yet of 11 DD T0KY0-Expre3S 
expected CACTUS last night. 

11 2147 V OPNAV to COMSOPAC INFO CINCPAC COM 12. COMNAVBASESOPAC 

To facilitate planning orderly flow of base materials as¬ 
sign relative priority on outstanding and future requests 
for base materials and organizations using decimal system. 
Pending receipt of priorities intend ship as follows: A. 
AC0RNS~3 and 4 in December. B. Communication component LION 
1 to BUTTON, FAGTRANS, CINCPAC 090109. C. Material for 
development WHITE POPPY and piling requested Comnavbasepac 
040421 as space available. D. First echelon LION 1 early 
January Comnavbasepac 240557, BOAKE assisting. L. Stevedore 
battalions as requested my 072053. F. Will modify CUB 2 
to include all material requested your serial 0089130 and 
send with its organized and trained personnel to CACTUS and 
RINGBOLT. Progressive assignment of priorities will greatly 
assist Integrating concurrent development of WHITE POPPY, 
CACTUS, BUTTON and shipment subsequent ACORNS. Pass to 
Comnavbasopac 
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10 2220 COMINCH Info CINCPAC,COMSOPAC, COMSOWESPAC 

This is option, negat Inter Intelligence Bulletin Number 
1 resumes former ORANGE Navy summary informative of trends 
and new developments when noted here. Zeal. Believe CinC 
3rd enroute South and will command striking force of CV's 
supported by CinC 2nd with available CA*s and some CL's 
plus DD’s. In coordination with indicated strong land 
based aircraft forces in RABAUL-SOLOMONS believe primary 
objective will be to gain control of air first, sea com¬ 
mand second. CinC 8th now considered in subsidiary holt 
concerned logistics GUADALCANAL and HJNA with forces limit¬ 
ed to DD's, S3's and small number CL’s. Info concerning 
BB’s too fragmentary hazard opinion. CinC Combined be¬ 
lieved to retain strategic control impending operations. 
Indication MUNDA further reinforced on 10th. 

11 2025 Cincpac to Cominch. 


For Admiral Nimitz. B-17 strike reported was in BUIN 
area. Photos 9th local show MUNDA airfield 90 w ^ completed 
with taxiways revetments bomb )last shelters 4 gun posi¬ 
tions. Halsey orders Fitch make repeated attacks there. 

On departure Ringbolt MINNEAPOLIS ordered BUTTON, NEW 
ORLEANS ACACIA. PT reports sinking lap sub off KAKIMBO 
night 9th local. Tentative Comsonac plan counter lap 
subs CACTUS PHY" locate with radar cruiser planes illum¬ 
inate area PTs or available DDs strike. Vandegrift re¬ 
lieved by Patch arrives BRISBANE 12th. Halsey advices 
MacArthur 751st Mardiv have malaria time rehabilitation 
3 possibly 6 months considers climate of SYDNEY or further 
south necessary. RAdm Wright ordered U.S. temporary duty 
by Halsey. Radar and sound by DD last night indicate 2 
probable subs 20 miles from TO end MOLOKAI. Being hunted 
today by 2 DD YPBs. No word yet of 11 DD Tokyo Express 
expected CACTUS last night. 

12 1501 COMSOPAC to ALL INLAND BA°ES BQPAO, CTF 42. etc. Info COMINCH . 

CINCPAC. 

Refer Comsopac (originator) 070446. Hearafter follow¬ 
ing designations will apply: Connavbase CACTUS includes 
Subordinate Commands of Connavbase LUNGA and Connavbase 
TULAOl. Comgensopac and 1MAC have. Also Comseronsopac 
and Comnavadvbase Sopac. j-nfo Cominch and Cincpac. 

12 2112 CINCPAC via C on jp to CTF 8 Info COMINCH. CINCPaO ADMIN . 

This from Cincpac. Following has been sent by DeWitt with 
concurrence of Cominch and Cincpac "Suspend all action in 
connection with occupation of TANAGA pending further 
instructions from this headquarters. Retain troops des¬ 
tined for TANAGA at ADAK taking all measures possible to 
contri mte to their comfort and use them to maximum to 
expedite construction dispersal areas harbors and stora-ga qq 
facilities ADAK, Further information later. 
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11 1629 CONINCH to BUAER. CINCLANT. CINCPAC. Info BuOrd. Opnav, etc. 

Plan eventually to return all PBY planes from advanced 
combat areas, and to replace with squadrons equipped with 
PBM3C planes. About 14 new P3M3C squadrons should oecome 
operative on East Coast by July 1943. Of these half are 
assigned Cinclant and half Cincpac. Cinclant designate 
and arrange for transfer to Pacific at least 1 PEM3c 
squadron per month beginning January. These squadrons as 
received will replace PBY squadrons now in Pacific. 

Cincpac designate PBY squadrons to be returned and arrange 
for their return to Continental U. S. as appropriate. 

Cincpac is authorized to delay return of these squadrons 
at discretion X Upon return, PIT:' squadrons will become 
available for redistribution by Coninch. Snuadron per¬ 
sonnel to be transferred will consist of 1 and 1/2 combat 
flight crev/s per aircraft assigned, Plus 2 ground officers 
and 6 enlisted technicians per squadron. Transfer of 
headouarters squadrons or other ground personnel not in¬ 
volved in this movement. Any readjustment of such ground 
personnel is to be handled through normal channels. 3uaer 
initiate advance flow of supporting material to operating 
areas as designated by Cincpac. 3uaer has this for action. 
BuCrd and VOpnav for info. 

15 0422 COMSOPAC to CINCPAC Info COHS’VPAC. ALL TF COMS SOPAC AREA 

Catalina bombed and strafed MUNDA for three hours night 
of 13th from 2000 feet. Fortresses and CACTUS planes con¬ 
tinued attacks on 14th reporting that runway appeared well 
bombed. Scouts report any casualties MUNDA*area from bomb¬ 
ing of 12th also that Japs have 5 inch AA gun there. Some 
sources indicate no Japs on CIIOISEUL except radio post on 
northwest tip at MALAVAGA. Two B17's bombed KAHILI RPT 
KAHILI on 14th meeting no AA or fighter opposition. From 
Comsopac. Ground forces continued patrols in GUADALCANAL 
on 13th and reconnoitered Mount KUSTIN prior to intended 
occupation. 2 MG positions and crews destroyed. Several 
ORANGE planes dropped bombs near HENDERSON FIELD fighter 
strip with damage. Destroyer SAUFLY depth charged sub 
resulting in oil slick east of GUADALCANAL night of 13th. 

B 17's reports 3 DD's, 3 tankers, 4 AK's, 1 passenger 
liner possibly AH at BUIN. 3 destroyers south of BUKA; 

one v/ith stern blown off being towed by another. 

10 2147 CONINCH to CINCPAC. COMSOPAC. COHWESEAFRON Info MARCORPS . etc. 

Para 1. Marine Corps make following units available for 
loading at SAN DIEGO beginning 10 January, 1943, and trans¬ 
fer as soon thereafter as practicable to Sopac area: (Afirm) 
Advance echelon headquarters 3rd ^ardiv, 12 officers, 100 
enlisted men and 200 measurement tons. (Baker) 9th Narine 
Regiment reinforced, 243 officers, 5400 enlisted men and 
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10 2147 COMINCH to CINCPAC etc . (Continued) 

25,000 measurement tons. Para 2. Ultimate destination 
of units as Cincpac directs. Para 3. NTS provide sea 
transportation issue necessary instructions regarding 
loading of vessels, and inform other action addressees of 
names of vessels involved in movement, date available for 
loading, and approximate date of departure UNITED STATES 
ports. Para 4. Marcorps (Afirm) Assist in preparation 
of loading plans as necessary. (Baker) Provide normal 
weapons and equipment, 90 days supply, 10 units of fore 
all units. Para 5. Code name this movement Tiresome.. 
Marcorps and Opnav have by hand. NXZ give to Comgen 1st 
MAC. Com 11 pass tc Comgen FMF, SAN DIEGO area. Para 6. 
Execute thi3 plan on receipt. 

15 2350 COMSOWESPAC to CINCPAC Info COMSOPAC 

Information very meager and old concerning DUTCH NEW GUINEA, 
following best available: positions (Comsowespacfor sending, 
action Cincpac, info Comsopac) at SOAONG BANO and PAK-PAK 
total strength 6-000. Allied ship attacked in eastern ARA¬ 
FURA SEA 15th by plane presumed from DOBO in AROE ISLANDS 
where garrison estimated 140 In September. 7000 troops 
Portugese TIMOR covering north coast thoroughly, 26-4600 
Dutch TIMOR mostly KAMPANG area. TORRES STRAIT open but 
some passes great barrier reef mined according of" despatches. 
Northeast NEW GUINEA, WEWAK and MADANG occupied, no estimate 
strength.KOLLAbDIA not occupied December 4th; native police 
pro Japanese. LAE SALAMAUA unreliable, estimate 4000 In¬ 
cluding construction workers and aircraft ground crews. 

CAPE ’.YARD HUNT area 1400. BUNA area 1400. " 3000 along 
SOPUTA track (leads inland about halfway between BUNA and 
GONA) 

16 2115 COMINCH to CINCPAC Info COMGEN FMF AT SAN DIEGO 

Reference my 092145. Plan send 12th Marine Defense Battalion 
to COPPER early January to relieve 10th Defense Battalion 
which will embark same vessel for ROSES. Plan to exchange 
12th and 10th equipment thus avoid unloading copper. Remain¬ 
der of 12th Battalion equipment unable to load in vessel 
provided by NTS will be sent from West Coast direct to final 
destination for assignment 4th Defense Battalion on its with¬ 
drawal from ROSES.. Do you concur? Request Immediate reply 
in order to arrange transportation. 
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17 0812 C0MS0PAC to CINCPAC Info CQMSOWESPAC. All TF COMS SOPAG . 





CACTUS ground forces extended patroling on 15th. Comsopac 
puts out the dope. 24 Japs killed. 6 Marines wounded. 

MUNDA bombed by Catalina night of 15th and twice by B-17's 
on 16th. In the morning strike 3 of 12 attacking float 
zeros were destroyed and 1 B-17 shot down near TETAPARI, 

NEW GEORGIA. Crew rescued. At 2240 L (-11) SBD's on strike 
against 6 DDs seen approaching MUNDA. 1 SBD hit 1 destroyer 
with 500 lb. bomb near miss with 200 pounders. 2nd SBD 
bombed same target fut failed to return to base and results 
unobserved. Other SBD's failed to locate target and bombed 
runway. Portress bombed KAHILI runway morning 16th. 

Dauntless and Wildcat silenced anitaircraft positions bombed 
and straffed REKATA area evening of 16th. KINGFISHER sank 
midget sub GUADALCANAL area. Small schooner destroyed in 
RUSSELL ISLAND by CACTUS air. On 15th MUNDA craters appeared 
to have been filled. Photos on 16th show BALALLE coral 
surfaced fighter strip 2000 feet long 75 percent completed* 
Local sources report 2 subs at REKATA 4 different nights 
during December. 12 DDs, 6 APs AKs, 2 Tankers, 5 float zeros 
and 7 flying boats reported at BUIN 16th. Damaged tanker 
still anchored there. 8 of the Destroyers arrived BUIN from 
north during morning and 6 left for south late in afternoon. 
HARUNA and KONGO according to captured documents left SOLOMON 
action October 14th at speed of 29 knots. 


18 0151 CINCPAC to COMINCH Info COMSOPAC 



My objection to arrangement your 162115 is that in spite 
concurrence my 170545 to tentative destination ROSES for 
10th Defense Battalion I think that situation might require 
Halsey to change employment this battalion to a forward area. 

It is the only such organization uncomnited and suitable for 
this use during the next few months. I had therefore contem¬ 
plated asking Halsey to consider retiring the 4th Defense 
Battalion without relief or to fill its place with Army per¬ 
sonnel. Due to freedom from malaria 10th will be more effective 
than 4th even after latter has been rehabilitated. Experience 
shows undesirability of exchanging weapons particularly when 
differences exist. Also it has been found most desirable 
where spare parts are immediately available. To summarize the 
foregoing I think 10th Battalion should leave HAWAII with its 
own weapons and thus ready to land and fight in a forward area 
if required. Request action your 162115 be withheld until 
Halsey's further comment obtained 
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18 1056 COMSOPAC to CINCPAC Info COMINCH 



Your 180151 to Cominch. Cominch 162115 not received. 
Until your reference was received have planned: Afirm. 
10th Defense Battalion relieve 4th ROSES. Baker. 4th 
LONGBOW rehabilitation; Cast. 11th (now arriving in 
area) temporarily to BUTTON pending further probable 
duty TULAGI-PORT PURVIS; Dog. 3rd now being relieved by 
Army CACTUS to LONGBOW rehabilitation. Result availabi¬ 
lity, 11th depending results reconnaissance and develop¬ 
ments, 3rd and 4th available about March for employment 
new areas. Will proceed on above basis unless otherwise 
instructed. Comsopac to Cincpac for info ^ominch. 





19 2206 SENAV CACTUS to COMAIRSOPAC Info CINCPAC. COMSOPAC etc. 

Summary of flights from dawn yesterday until daylight this 
morning. 12 SBD*3 escorted by fighters hit MUNDA 1330 L)- 
11) destroying several building and received no opposition 
from enemy planes or AA. 7 B-17's bombed MUNDA 1715 L start 
ing several fires. Anti-aircraft fire light. Runway has 
several bomb craters from previous raids. These planes, 
sent to attack shipping at BUIN were met by at least .20 
enemy planes in air over SHORTLAND ISLAND. Some were 0's, 
some float 0's and other float biplanes. Japs did no damage 
with phosphorous bombs but 1 B-17 and 5 P-38 received damage 
from bullets. About 25 float planes and 4 flying boats were 
in KULITANAI BAY, SHORTLAND ISALND and AA was received from 
K0R0R0. Weather bad in vicinity and our striking force 
turned back and bombed MUNDA. All planes returned. 1 B-17 
over KIHILI for 2 hours starting 0045, 1 over MUNDA from 
midnight until 0400, 1 spent 2 hours over BUKA leaving 
there at 0300. They dropped 20 hundred pound bombs, several 
flares, and many empty bottles at irregular intervals from 
BUKA; 1 large fire was left burning at south west end of 
runway; 1 DD at northeast end BUKA passage. 3 SBD’s,one 
PBY dropped flares and searched unsuccessfully for transport 
reported at TASSAFARONGA at 2300 L(-ll). No signs of enemy 
activity seen. Small groups of Japs straffed during day on 
coast road between TONEGI RIVER and TASSAFARONGA. RDO 
BUTTON pass to ^orngen 1st Mar for info. 




20 2207 SENAV GUADALCANAL to COMAIRSQPAC. Info CG ARMY FORCES SOPAC. 

Condensed version of 24 hours preceding 0600 Love (-11) 
today. Attack on MUNDA by 4 3-17’s with indifferent results 
at 0700 received little AA. Planes over local Jap territory 
during entire day saw few signs of activity. Single 3ogie 
on screen at 2350 came to CAPE ESPERANCE and v;ithdrew track 
300. 2 3-17’s attacked two AKs East of KIHILI airdrome with 

500 lb bombs from 0200 until 0345. Direct hit 2 near misses 


etc 


(Continued) 
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20 2207 SENAV GUADALCANAL to C0MAIRS0PAC. etc♦ (Continued) 

started fire on one ship. 3 near misses on 2nd. Strafed 
both vessels. Damaged ship settling by stern when last 
seen. Small calibre AA from ship and airdrome. One Port¬ 
ress harassed MITNDA for three hours beginning at 0100 
dropped 20 100 pounders from 4000 feet. Results unobserved. 

No sign of Jap activity. One similar type plane spent hour 
over BUKA dropping 100 lb. bombs. Hit wharf SOHONA TSSPAND (?) 
and north east jetty starting fire latter place. Small 
calibre anti aircraft ineffective. Another fortress molested 
KIHILI from 0200 to 0400 with same armament. Dropped two 
bombs on NADI village and two on landing strip on BALLALE 
ISLAND. Daily searches all completed. Air observation 
indicates field on BALLALE ISLAND ready for use. Request 
photo reconnaissance. Pass to Comgen 1MAC for information. 

20 2304 DEWITT to CINCPAC 


Prom General De Witt to Cincpac. Preliminary report FORMULA 
reconnaissance indicates suitable fighter field strip at the 
head of CONSTANTINE HARBOR 150 feet wide by 3,000 with metal 
mat can be constructed in from 2 to 3 weeks. Sites exist 
for fields more than 5,000 feet long suitable as main field 
and can be constructed in period estimated as from 90 to 120 
days and provide some dispersion. I interpret this report 
as meaning construction of airfield on FORMULA is feasible 
and as placing Joint Directive in effect. Do you concur? 

21 0215 CTF 8 to CINCPAC 


To Cincpac for action. Originator CTF 8 considers additional 
forces required for escort and covering in CROWBAR operation 
(your 182321) are three modem cruisers, one of which should 
be 8 inch and one squadron new DDs. Recognize probable un¬ 
availability but state estimated requirements as suggested in 
reference. Consider early discovery of movement by enemy air 
and submarines certain threat to BOODLE must result in im¬ 
mediate and maximum possible enemy reaction. First and in¬ 
complete report from FORMULA survey party establishes that 
Japs have dug test holes east end of island within past month 
and are keeping area under close air observation. Am prepar¬ 
ing plans on basis of present local naval strength as any 
reenforcement can be absorbed with very minor alteration. 

21 0830 CTF 8 to CINCPAC Info COMINCH COMWESEAFRON, C OMN 07/E SEA FR ON . 

FORMULA Survey Party returned LONGVIEW December 19. Report 
concerning construction air fields follows. Metal mat fighter 
strip 150 by 3000 feet head of CONSTANTINE HARBOR feasible by 
aviation batallion in 2 or 3 weeks after starting construction. 
Sites exist for main airfield with some dispersion. 90 to 120 
days estimated to complete field 5000 by 200 feet by 1 aviation 
batallion. Tracks and test holes indicate enemy has investi¬ 
gated southern end of island for suitable airfield. Island 
scouted by enemy air both days but survey party believes they 
were not sighted. Addees pass to Cincpac for action. 1 h U 
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21 2307 CTF 8 to CINGPAC Info COMINCH. CG ADC 

CTP 8 reports. Coordinated air attack shore installations 
KISKA HARBOR 1345 to 1350 W(-10) December 20 by 5 B-24's, 

4 B-26's, 4 B-25's, and 9 P-38's. 52 500 pounders on Sub¬ 

base area with hits heavy explosions and flames observed 
in buildings south of Marine railway. South and north 
heads strafed and bombed with 48 100 pound demolition. 

Direct hit on gun emplacement and on building AA battery 
area. Camp area strafed and bombed with 16 each 100 
pound incendiaries magneizum and general purpose. Results 
not observed except hit on munition sheds with heavy ex¬ 
plosion. P-38's strafed camp area south and north head 
and beached cargo ship. All planes returned. Light bat¬ 
tle damage from heavy AA. 1 pilot, 1 crew member minor 
injuries. For Cincpac action, Cominch info, CG ADC by hand. 

23 0407 CINCPAC to C CMWESEAFRONT Info COMINCH 

For General DeWitt. Concur your 211820 as basis for 
initiating training. Request you send me your suggested 
draft of the joint directive we should issue in carrying 
out task B of Cominch 181315. Foregoing based on assump¬ 
tions. Afirm. That troops have been or will be made 
available to your. Baker. That location of amphibious 
training is satisfactory to Rockwell. Cast. That neces¬ 
sary transports for the indicated combat loading can be 
made available for the actual operation against BOODLE. 

23 0016 DeWITT to CINCPAC Info COMWKSEAFRON . 

Concur entirely your 220557 pass this to Cincpac handle, 
(copies in oinks as this despatch is Most Secret). 

23 2215 CINCPAC to CTF 8 Info COMINCH CTF 3 COMWESEAFRON etc . 

Execute the following plan which is issued jointly by Cincpac 
and CG Western Defense Command. Objective. Occupation of 
AMCHITKA at earliest date. Purpose. To deny AMCHITKA im¬ 
mediately to enemy and utilize it as soon as possible in air 
operations against enemy forces and KISKA installations. 

Task. Seize and occupy AMCHITKA and build airfield thereon. 
In Command. Commander Northern Force (CTF 8) Pacific Fleet. 
Forces Assigned. Task Force 8 plus INDIANAPOLIS, DEWEY, 
WORDEN, KALK, GILLESPIE, MIDDLETON. Army Garrison of about 
6000 plus transportation forces as designated by ComGen 
Western Defense Command. Target Date. January FIFTH. Command 
of Army Forces less aircraft will revert to Army when CG 
FORMULA informs CTF 8 he is ready to take over. Code name 
of this operation is CROW-BAR. Addressees pass for info to 
interested Army Commands. 
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23 2359 CTF 17 to CINCPAC Info CONGEN 7th AIRFORCE . 

CTF 17 speaking. Pass to ComGen 7th Air Force, initial 
estimates of attack are approximately 90# of projectiles 
were placed in target area. Every indication attack 
complete surprise. No AA fire until after passage of 1st 
Airplane. Many fires started which were visible 75 miles. 

No injury to personnel, only minor damage to aircraft. 

Photo airplane departed 0420 Y (Plus 12). 

24 0616 COMSOPAC to CINCPAC Info ALL TFC SOPAC COMSOWESTPAC NZNB . 

Day long strafing Nip positions GUADALCANAL featured activity 
there 23rd. SBTs, SBDs and fortresses hit MUNDA noon same 
day concentrating areas just north and east of field and on 
coastal gun positions and west end runway. 7 zeros downed 
by fighter escort. Photos this strike show clearing under¬ 
way for possible extension eastern end of strip, which ap¬ 
pears useable. Single B-17 harassed MUNDA prior dawn today. 

1 AK, 8 other ships BUIN yesterday with 20 planes on KAHILI 
field. At 230535 GCT 1 CL, 1 DD between FAISI and VELLA LA- 
VELLA on southeast course. From Comsopac. NWX pass to NXNB 
for info. 

24 0225 CTF 8 to CINCPAC 


Comtaskforce 8 sends. Radio Honolulu pass to Cincpac for 
action. DeWitts orders to Buckner establish CROBAR Army 
force as follows: 1st Echelon total 2952 composed of 1 
Battalion infantry, 1 Battery 75's, 1 Battery 155's, 2 
Antiaircraft Batteries, plus regiment engineers; 2nd Echelon 
probably 2 weeks later total 1600 composed of 1 Battalion 
of infantry, plus engineers. lOOOmiscellaneous troops not 
yet assigned to echelons. Total 5560. Buckner's chief of 
staff reports from personal conference with DeWitt in San 
Francisco that latter realizes larger garrison more desir¬ 
able but has decided against increased force for the fol¬ 
lowing reasons: A. Additional freight tonnage involved. 

B. "The Navy is confident the movement will be unopposed 
and that they can prevent anything coming either to FORMULA 
or LONGVIEW/'. 
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25 0303 CINCPAC TO COMSOPAC INFO COMSOWESTPACFOR, COMAIRSOPAC .COMINCH . 

Present concentration over 100 Jap ships in RAEAUL offers 
best chance of war to date to strike crippling blow at enemy 
overseas transportation service. Request your ideas and 
specific comments as to planes and munitions available for 
all out air strike combining low altitude bomb and torpedo 
attack on shipping by medium bombers and lightning fighter 
escort from BUTTON via CACTUS coordinated with maximum effort 
by heavy bombardment aviation against adjacent airdromes and 
AA installations in RABAUL area. Coordination with Sowespac 
forces necessary in order to provide maximum effort. Suggest 
you take up with Mac Arthur. Also believe this enemy concen¬ 
tration warrants greater number of our submarines in RABAUL 
approaches. Carpenter pass to MacArthur. 

25 0449 COMSOPAC to CINCPAC Info COMINCH COMAIRSOPAC COMGEN CACTUS ETC 






Comsopac sending. Current night nuisance raids over CACTUS 
are lowering combat efficiency of our troops through loss of 
sleep and increased exposure to malaria during hours of dark¬ 
ness spent in fox holes and dubouts. Recommend that a 
minimum of 6 night fighting aircraft with homing radars and 
personnel now undergoing night fighter training plus ground 
equipment be dispatched CACTUS earliest time. Best available 
altitude determining intercepter radars with night fighter 
directing personnel should accompany. Advise. Action Cincpac 
info Cominch, Comairpac, Comgen CACTUS, Comairwingspac, 
Comgensopac, Comfair NOUMEA by hand, Comairsopac, please pass 
to Comairwing 1. 

26 0224 COMAIRSOPAC TO COMSOPACFCR Info CINCPAC. COMSO'VESPACFOR 

Christmas photos BALLALE ISLAND show landing strip to be 
surfaced 3500 feet with 500 feet north east end unfinished. 
Clearing extends complete length island from northeast to 
southwest beaches. Dispersal lane southwest end much im¬ 
proved. 1 Revetment finished 7 more under construction. 
Similar dispersal area started to northeast end. No planes 
observed but strip looks serviceable. Large concentration 
stores southwest tip of island. Previous dispatch erroneously 
reported strip to be shorter. Careful check show these 
measurements more accurate. 
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30 0350 COMSOPAC to CINCPAC . 

Urdis 270841 November. Following planned. A. By 10 Jan. 
entire Americal and 25th Divisions in CACTUS. 2nd Marine 
Division in CACTUS. 1st Marine Division in AUSTRALIA. 

214th Coast Artillery Regiment embarking WHITE POPPY for 
CACTUS. 1st Raider Battalion and 2nd Parachute Battalion 
from SPOONER embarking at POPPY. 6th Construction Battalion 
enroute CACTUS to FULCRUM for rehabilitation. B. About 
25 January 2nd Marine Regiment embark CACTUS for LONGBOW, 

27th Construction Battalion embark WHITE POPPY for CACTUS. 

C. Debark 3rd Raider Battalion from STRAW at BUTTON. D. 

30 January embark 8th Marine Regiment at CACTUS for LONGBOW. 

E. 20 February embark 6th Marine Regiment at CACTUS for 
LONGBOW. F. About 14 January 11th Defense Battalion unload 
RINGBOLT for gradual transfer to PORT PURVIS. More detailed 
info regarding movements by airmail. 

30 0627 COMSOPAC to CINCPAC info COMSOWhSPAC, ALL TF COMS SOPAC etc . 

CACTUS Marines killed 110 Japs 27th and results artillery 
fire plus minor clashes raise total enemy slain GUADALCANAL 
past few days to 155-165. Pair of small AKs at WICKHAM 
left blazing exploding total wrecks after 2 BLUE air strikes 
29th. Early CATS harassed MUNDA 29th and 30th dropping bombs 
and mortar shells. Comsopac daily dope. Rdo AUCKLAND pass 
to NZNB, Heavy AA 29th from point and shore emplacements 
toward K0KENG0L0. Further reports much barge activity and 
unloading southeast KOLOMBANGARA. KUNDU POINT west GANONGGA 
also may be staging point MUNDA supply. Barges small AKs 
there 27th and 100 men ashore. Native patrol SANTA ISABEL 
jumped 24 Japs December 28th only 3 escaped alive. 29th 
t air search REKATA saw construction continuing PAPATURA 

ISLAND strafed 3 float planes on water. 

30 1223 COMSOPAC to CINCPAC Info COMINCH . 

Cincpac action Comsopac originator Cominch info. Cominch 
151650 . Cincpac 170505. Following units CACTUS-RINGBOLT 
area by unit. Officers strength, enlisted. A. Army. 246th 

F. A. Battalion 25, 418. 164th Inf. Regt. 123, 3325. 182nd 

Inf. Regt. 125, 2511. 247th F.A. Battalion 26, 369. 245th 

F.A. Battalion 29, 524. 132nd Inf. Regt. 126, 3536. 

Americal Division service troops 102, 1235, reconnaissance 
Squadron 12, 470. B. Navy. Advanced Bases 138, 604. 6th 
Construction Battalion 17, 955. Acorn Red 150, 1368. C. 
Marine. First Marine Division service and special detach¬ 
ment 25, 1000. 7th Marines reinforced 241, 4202. Second 
marines reinforced 209, 4435. 8th Marines reinforced 140, 
2808. 3rd Defense Battalion 241, 4202. 5th Defense Battalion 
79, 272. 9th Defense Battalion 51, 1139. 3rd Barrage Balloon 
Squadron 11, 220. 18th Construction Battalion 14, 523. 

155 mm Battery Corps Artillery 7, 148. Info military equip¬ 
ment not withdrawn follows by airmail. on -» 
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31 0836 COMSOPAC to CINCPAC Info COMSWPAC. ALL TF COMS SOPAC . etc. 

Daily dope from Comsopac patrols killed 20 more Japs and 
single dive bomber demolished heavy gun behind their lines 
the 30th. 1700 love (-11) same day SBD's and F4F's raid¬ 

ed REKATA scoring bomb hits new buildings PAPATIRAGIA 
ISLAND and other structures SUAVANUA POINT. Only slight 
AA. Special RECCE VILA area southeastern KOLOMBANGARA 
1140 love 30 negative. WICKHAM HARBOR empty oil slicks 
evidence almost certain destruction AK’s bombed there 
29th. P-39's and F4F's destroyed 5 small barges another 

point on south VANGUNU 1300 love 30th. CW reports DD 
close inshore CH0I3EUL BAY 30th and DD patrols off north¬ 
ern entrance TONOLEI area said daily late afternoon routine. 
Nips hot breath on North SOLOMONS watchers and 1 in 
CHOISEUL made forced move yesterday. Shipping still light 
FAISI-BUIN area but 91 vessels seen RABAUL 1000 love 30th. 
Medium bombers now using MUNDA where PBY’s made nuisance 
raids this morning. At 0600 love 31 search from CACTUS 
sav; 5 submerged possible midget subs in MAROVO LAGOON. 

Strike despatched. BLUE subs report following successes: 
ALBACORE got 6,000 ton AK or AP just off MADANG December 
k8th. GREENLING sank 2 AK's northeast of ADMIRALTYS and 
DD north by BOUGAINVILLE STRAIT. 

31 0830 CO MARAIRWING 2 to COMIRSOPAC Info CINCPAC. COMSOPAC etc. 

6 B-26's protected by 4 Lightnings CMA, 4 Cobras CM, 

4 Wildcats dropped 6 500 and 42 100 pound bombs MUNDA 
field 1630 L (minus 11) CMA altitude 8000. No enemy 
planes seen on ground or in air. AA heavy b\it not ef¬ 
fective. 1 P-39 landed in v/ater on way up CM pilot 
ashore safely RUSSELL. About 8 large caliber AA guns 
now at MUNDA, Wildcats had difficulty maintaining speed 
of bombers. Hand for info to Comgen FMAW. 

31 0459 CINCPAC to COMINCH Info COM GEN HAWDE P T 

Presume you have been informed of Emmons 282325 to Chief 
of Staff, U.S. Army. I plan to give maximum employment 
to bombardment aircraft as suggested by your 261315. 

This is not only effective action against enemy but ex¬ 
cellent training for all concerned. In addition believe 
important to add to long range search and striking forces 
here while there is threat to outlying bases this area. 
Addtional bombardment group is most desirable. 
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31 1100 C0MS0PAC to CTF 63. CTF 67 Info COMGEN CACTUS, etc. 

311100 part 1 of 3 parts. Comsopac Operation Plan 1-43. 

Task Group 62.6 Captain Reifsnider consisting 6 AP's, 1 AK, 

5 DD's depart WHITE POPPY 1800 GCT December 31st to land troop 
reenforcements and cargo for GUADALCANAL and TULAGI embark 
personnel and equipment for further transfer in accordance 
Comtaskfor 62 Operation Order A26-42. Landings is scheduled 
to commence LUNGA POINT area by 1830 GCT January 3rd. Es¬ 
timate withdrawal of 5 AP's with personnel will be completed 
by local night January 6th. Task organization. Task Force 
63 Vice Admiral Fitch shore-based air units CACTUS, RING¬ 
BOLT, BUTTON. Task Force 64 Rear Admiral Lee Batdiv 6; 

DUNLAP, FANNING, MAURY, LARDNER. Task Force 67 Rear Admiral 
Ainsworth; LOUISVILLE, HONOLULU, HELENA, NASHVILLE, ST. LOUIS, 
COLUMBIA, ACHILLES, FLETCHER, DRAYTON, LAMSON, OBANNON, NICHO¬ 
LAS, GRAYBACK. Task unit 66.1.6 Commander Ryan: PLATTE, 
LANSDOWNE, no general task. This force will cover Task 
Group 62.6 until safe withdrawal of 5 AP's from CACTUS area 
as determined by Commander, South Pacific Force. End 
part 1. Addees who have all 3 parts by hand and otherwise 
stated in part 3. 

31 1112 COMSOPAC to CTF 63. CTF 67 Info CTF 42. CINCPAC. etc. 

This is part 2 of my Opplan 1-43. Tasks. Task Force 63 
provide close air protection for Task Group 62.6 from point 
Q until safe withdrawal 5 AP's, strike enemy forces and in¬ 
stallations repeatedly commencing 3 January as far north 
as and including BUIN area, provide air protection for approach 
and withdrawal of Task Force 67 MUNDA bombardment unit period 
(Comsowespac Plans to strike RABAUL every morning until and 
including January 7th). Task Force 64 depart NOUMEA 1800 
GCT January 1st arrive point S 0800 GCT January 3rd operating 
thereafter as practicable in general area point S until 
otherwise directed. Task Force 67 depart BUTTON 0300 GCT 
January 2nd contact Task Group 62.6 approximately 60 miles 
south of Point Q at 2100 GCT January 2nd, proceed independ¬ 
ently thereafter to operate 100 miles northeast of point Q, 
detach unit to bombard MUNDA airfield installation NEW GEORGIA 
the night of January 4th local date, be prepared to counter 
enemy threats aprainst landing and withdrawal ooerations of 
Task Group 62.61 Task Unit 66.1.6 depart WHITE POPPY 1800 
GCT January 2nd proceed to arrive point 0 at 2300 GCT the 
4th, operate to eastward passing through point 0 daily at 
2000 and 0700 all GCT for fueling rendezvous until further 
orders. Finish part 2. Adees who have all 3 parts by hand 
or otherwise listed in part 3 

31 1124 COMSOPAC to CTF 63. CTF 64, ALL TF COMSOPAC, GRAYBACK , etc. 

Part 2of 311100 started "This is oart 2 of my Opplan 1-43". 

’"/hat follows is part 3 of Comsopac 311100. Opplan 1-43 part 
3. Logistics fuel in battleships, cru!sers, PLATTE, WHITE 
POPPY, BUTTON. Communications in accordance Pac 70 TF Com¬ 
manders frequency 4205 KC3 series. In addition Comsopac^ 209 
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31 1124 (Continued) 
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will guard secondary series as follows: commencing with 
execution this plan. 4295 KC3 from 0700 to 800 GCT. 8590 
continuously. 12885 from 1800 to 0700 GCT. Employ secondary 
frequencies as necessitated by volumns of traffic or inter¬ 
ference on a primary circuit. Operation traffic will be 
paralleled on NPM fox and loted during period of operations. 
Point 0 latitude 14 South, longitude 164 East;point Q lat. 
12-30 South, long. 162-45 East; point S lat. 15 South, long. 

159 East. This Operation Plan effective on receipt. Com- 
sopacf or at NOUMEA . End Operation Plan. CTF 62, CTG 62.6 
and Comseronsopac have by hand for information. CTF 64 action 
and Comgensonac info by hand. Comgen CACTUS and Comnavbases 
CACTUS and RI1GB0LT info. GRAYBACK has in another system 
a3 an action addee. 



01 0514 COMSOPAC to COMNAVBASESOPAC, COMGEN CACTUS, COMGEN 1ST MAC . 

PORT PURVIS (FLORIDA ISLAND) development as fleet anchorage 
and transhipment point approved. Harbor survey and develop¬ 
ment of harbor facilities, underwater defenses, shore storage 
facilities responsibility Comnavbasessopac. Defense PORT 
PURVIS responsibility Comgen CACTUS. 11th Defense Battalion 
assigned as initial defense force. Responsible Commanders 
proceed with development PORT PURVIS earliest practicable 
date and make detailed recommendation for ultimate develop¬ 
ment and defense. Code name PINMONEY assigned PORT PURVIS. 
Carpender pass to MacArthur. Comsopac sends. Comnavbase- 
sopac has as action adee. Also action Comgen CACTUS, Comgen 
1st MAC, Comgen Sopac, CTF 62, Comseronsopac have by hand 
all info. Comnavbase CACTUS info. 


31 2140 CTF 8 to CINCPAC Info COMINCH, COMGEN ADC . 



Air action as follows. All times GCT. For action Cincpac 
Info Cominch. From CTF 8. 2130 December 30th 14 P-38's, 

3 B-25's found recently arrived AK’s or AP's KISKA HARBOR. 

Also 3 small subs probably midgets. 8 Lightnings proceed¬ 
ing for bombing and strafing attack engaged by 4 float zeros 
at 2000 feet. Attack broken up. 2 Lightnings shot down 1 
zero crashed water. 5 other float zeros seen in air. 1 
B-25 shot down (Probably AA fire). Other 2 attacked cargo 
ships with 4 500 pounders and 3 300's. Results unobserved. 

2nd attack at 0147 on 31st. 5 heavies 8 medium dropped 77 

quarter ton bombs and 5-300 on cargo ships. Observed results 
Include 3 hits one ship 2 on other with smoke and heavy 
explosion from 1. During afternoon attack bombers encountered 

1 Float zero. Catalina off KISKA attacked by 4 zeros evaded 
in cloud cover. Afternoon photographs show 6 zero (4 twin 
float 2 single float) on beach also show new ships are ap¬ 
proximately 465 and 300 feet in length. Former still loaded. 
Army Catalina during morning attack landed vicinity crashed 
B-25 and took off but not heard from since. All planes after¬ 
noon mission returned, minor damage, 1 tail gunner killed i n 

2 pilots minor Injuries from AA. 1(11 J 
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01 1136 COMSOPAC to CINCPAC Info COMINCH . 

For Cincpac Cominch only. From Comsopac. Cominch 311405. 

2nd Marine Division being withdrawn as rapidly as availability 
shipping permits. Plan loading 2nd and 8th Marines CACTUS 
25th and 28th. 6th Marines now enroute arrive CACTUS 4th for 
6 weeks combat experience. See also last sentence this despatch. 
Ships which land 6th will load 7th for ADOBE. Copy shipping 
schedule has been airmailed Cincpac. Last element Army 25th 
Division due CACTUS 4th. Present plans for cleaning up CACTUS 
situation: A. Seizure by Army of POINT AUSTIN a Jap held hill 
mass dominating present position from south. B. Landing re¬ 
inforced regiment vicinity TASSAFARONGA about 18th to sever 
Jap communications and pocket Jap main body. C. Subsequent 
cleaning up operations. For your personal information were it 
practicable to withdraw them earlier I would feel retention 
Second Marine Division CACTUS as outlined above essential until 
Army combat efficiency has been demonstrated. 
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December 1st 

Further reports of the l v th Battle of SAVO are contained 
in CTF 67 010655 (via Comsonac) and Rear Admiral Tisdale’s 
012252 and 020011. It is believed that our damaged cruisers can 
be patched un and sent to AUSTRALIA for preliminary repairs, 
then to U.S. yards. Rear Admiral Wright’s force has repulsed 
another push of the enemy and inflicted severe losses. We con¬ 
tinue to retain command of the sea in the Southern SOLOMONS. 

Twenty six Jap survivors of a Jap DD landed at CACTUS and 
stated that their shin was one of 5 DDs attempting to run sup¬ 
plies in to GUADALCANAL. 

TF 16 will go to FIJI and TF 11 to NOUMEA, both training 
enroute. The ACHILLIES will join TF 67 at ES^IRITU SANTO. The 
LOUISVILLE will go to Sonac instead of SWPac. 

Activity in the BUNA area continues, but is not of major 
proportions. 

CTF 8 020600 is his operation order to deal with enemy 
convoys approaching the Western ALEUTIANS. 

The MONTPELIER, LaVALLETTE, and CHENANGO are ordered to 
the Pacific Fleet from the Atlantic. 

It is still indicated that a major attempt to recapture 
CACTUS is making up. , 



December 2nd 


The Tokyo express, composed of 2 CA, 2 CL, 6 DD was inter¬ 
cepted 150 miles northwest of CACTUS during the late afternoon by 
planes from CACTUS. Our reports give 2 - 1000-oound bomb hits 
on one cruiser, 1 - 1000-pound bomb hit on second cruiser, 2 
torpedo hits on another shin, 2 possible hits on another ship. 

On the other hand, the Japs report no damage in this attack. It 
seems extremely difficult to assess damage inflicted by our 
planes. Damage is believed less than reported. 

There was only minor activity by patrols at CACTUS during 
the day. The fire in the forward holds of the ALCIIIBA continued | 
burning on the 1st (local). All undamaged cargo has been unloaded. 
Salvage possibilities are being investigated. Other logistic 
support of CACTUS is proceeding in a satisfactory manner. During 
the night enemy planes were reported overhead. 

Engine repairs to the SARATOGA and COLUMBIA will be at¬ 
tempted at NOUMEA. 


(Continued) 


1212 


















r\ 


December 2nd (Continued) 


The McEARLAND is now reported able to proceed to PEARL 
under own nower at about 10 knots. 


There were several reports of enemy submarines in the 
area to the south of the SOLOMONS yesterday. Sub reconnaissance 
and attacks on prime targets are to be expected. 

The First Marine Division at CACTUS will be relieved as 
soon as possible and sent to BRISBANE, reporting to Comsowesoac. 

Comsopac 020637 pink comments on Cominch's proposal for 
speeding up the campaign in the SOLOMONS. 

As^Cominch expressed doubt concerning operating Batdiv 3 
in SoPac, Cincpac sent his 030521 pink which reviews the need of 
033 gun nower in certain circumstances, and suggests that decision 
should be made now regarding lengthy modernization of 033s. 

The next section of the 25 th Division will move from 
PEARL to the South Pacific on December 6th, and the final section 
is expected to leave the 15th. 


To warn against minor Tap efforts at PEARL on December 7th 
Cincpac sent his 022155 to Comgenhawdept and Comhawseafron. 


There are no new major enemy developments. 




December 3rd. 


There were no major developments in the South Pacific 
during the day. Early in the morning 2 DDs and 3 other enemy 
ships were seen 100 miles northwest of CACTUS. No report of 
a strike on these was received, but it is known that the weather 
was bad. Ground action at CACTUS was limited to minor patrol 
actions. ComSoPac’s 040459 gives plans for landing strips and 
air at CACTUS. 

The GUDGEON returning from patrol in the NEW IRELAND- 
SHORTLANDS area reports sinking 3 AKs totalling 22,100 tons. 

Prisoners of war recently captured from DDs sunk off LUNGA 
indicate the I-IEYEL and KIRSHIKA were sunk in mid-November, and 
that 5 CVs are at TRUK and are damaged. 

There is a rather large concentration of shipping in the 
TULAGI - GUADALCANAL area today. Damaged cruisers are still there 
and several AKs are unloading. 
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December 3rd (Continued) 

The POMPOM movement is in part the transfer of Marine 
replacements from NORFOLK to the STRAW area. 

Minor activity continues in the BUNA area. A large number 
of SWPac planes attacked enemy DDs retiring south of NEW°BRITAIN 
but failed to get hits. 

Cominch 031740 pink answers Cincpac in regards to modern¬ 
ization and present employment of OBBs. Cincpac 040253 does not 
desire to expose unnecessarily the NEW MEXICO and MISSISSIPPI to 
underwater damage and considers that operations west of FIJI under 
present conditions would result in such exposure. These vessels 
depart from PEARL for the South on December 6th. 

Cominch has ordered four more APs and 2 more AKs from the 
Atlantic to Pacific Fleet during December. 

It is believed that the enemy is now making arrangements for 
another major effort to recapture the Southern SOLOMONS. Convoys 
are enroute to the Western ALEUTIANS, but the strength and purpose 
of this move is not clear. No major threat to the MIDWAY-OAHU line 
is seen. Minor raids in the Central Pacific continue to be possible. 



December 4th. 


Cl* 


The day v/as generally quiet in the Central and South Pacific 
areas. TF 11-and 16 are at sea training and will go to NOUMEA and 
NANDI respectively. TF 67 is at ESPIRITU SANTO. TF 64 Is divided 
between NOUMEA and NANDI with the NORTH CAROLINA at NANDI and the 
WASHINGTON at NOUMEA. TF 65 is at NANDI. The NEW MEXICO, with CTF 1 
embarked, and the MISSISSIPPI will proceed initially to NANDI. The 
INDIANA and COLUMBIA are at NOUMEA. 

There were no major sightings In the Southern SOLOMONS area. 
Enemy subs continue active in that general area, including midget 
subs believed using KAMIMBO as a base. 

The logistic supply of CACTUS Is being slowed down somewhat 
because of shortage of boats. 

Comsopac 041153 summarizes his day. 

Our damaged cruisers are still at TULAGI. Their condition 
today is not reported. The salvage possibilities of the ALCHIBA at 
CACTUS are being investigated. 

The KENMORE grounded when leaving TULAGI, but came off about 
ten hours later with no apparent damage. 


(Continued on next page) 
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December 4th . (Continued) 

Comsopac recommends asainst an attempt to salvage the 
COOLIDGE at this time (032127). 

An enemy force was reported about 200 miles south of 
AMCHITKA by a search plane. The report is complete as shown by 
CTF 8 042153. On return the pilot reported that no positive 
contact had been made. As we and CTF 8 have good information 
of enemy convoys approaching the Western ALEUTIANS, the contact 
was believed authentic. CTF 8 alerted his forces and sent out a 
search and strike to develop and attack the enemy. His forces 
resumed operations in accordance with his Op. Order 15-42 when 
the report-wa3 seen to be erroneous. It is not clear here why 
the report was made. 

Cominch 041750 alerts against a Jap move on December 7. 

No major Jap action on that day is considered likely. The enemy 
is continuing to gather his forces for another push toward CACTUS 
but there is no indication that he can move that soon. 

December 5th. 





Because surface units are expected to attempt to reinforce 
GUADALCANAL between the 6th and 12th, Admiral Halsey ordered 
moves indicated in Cincpac o(?'2o3l . It must be assumed that the 
SARATOGA is completing turbine renajrs as she was not ordered 
' to rendezvous with other combatant units. The PENSACOLA left 
TULAGI for ESPIRITU SANTO. The MINNEAPOLIS and NEW ORLEANS are 
not yet ready to leave TTJLAGT. 

The remarkable trip of the 2nd raiders at GUADALCANAL is 
described in Consopac 060143. 

TF 8 search of the Western ALEUTIANS today was negative. 

It indicates that the weather was good - mav_be rood enough to 
bomb KISKA. 

Cominch 0514A1 shows that 1+ APs and 2 AKs above those 
previously mentioned are to be sent to Cincpac from the Atlantic. 
Cominch proposes to renlace 1 OCL with 1 DL in order to make 
another OCL available for Task Force EIGHT. 

Indications of a major oush toward the Southern SOLOMONS 
continue. The time is uncertain. Because of this push no major 
activity by the enemy in any other Pacific area is considered 
possi )le. The move of troops to the ALU T TIANS continues. A minor 
raid in the Hawaiian Sea Frontier is nossible out not orobable. 
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December 6th 


Rear Admiral I'inkaid leaves here tomorrow to take com¬ 
mand of the North Pacific Force (TF 8). An intensive preliminary 
.study of the problem of seizing KISKA has been made here, and 
Admiral Kinkaid has been made fully acquainted with the present 
views of Admiral Nimitz on that subject. 

At GUADALCANAL our logistic supply of the Marines is 
proceeding. At eight in the morning the ALCHI3A was torpedoed 
for the second time; this time by a reported 2-man submarine. 

The ship (ma\\no>/ be a total loss. 

The HONOLULU and HELENA plus 2 DD have been ordered to 
join other combatant units of TF 64,mentioned yesterday, on the 
8th (local). CTF 64 in the WASHINGTON will operate in an area 
about 200 miles southwest of GUADACANAL. The NORTH CAROLINA 
and DD escorts also will join TF 64. TF 16 will fuel starting 
tomorrow evening about 200 miles southwest of RENNELL ISLAND. 

Late in the evening the TOKYO Express was sighted head¬ 
ing toward GUADALCANAL off the east coast of NEW GEORGIA. No 
further word was heard of this group, which was reported as at 
least 9 DDs. 


In the T0N0LEI area 2 3B, 5 CA, 3 CL, 12 DD, 5 AP or 
AK, were reported. At RABAUL at least 30 ships were counted. 

The S.S. EDISON is aground at VAUTA VAT0A. A tug is 
being sent to assist the GREBE in hauling off the ship. 


Either the CLARK or BALCH will relieve one 0CL in the 
SEPacfor. It is expected that the 0CL will be added to TF 8. 

Comsopac 061929 approves the development of BUTTON as 
an advance operating base of LION dimensions. 


The enemy is making large troop movements to .the RA3 aUL 
area. Combatant units, including CVs, are believed assembling 
for another major attempt to recapture the Southern SOLOMONS. 

In the meantime supplies are being brought into GUADALCANAL by 
submarines, and DDs seem earmarked for the same duty. As long 
as these operations continue,no threat to the MIDWAY - OAHU line 
is seen. Of course, minor raids on our advanced positions in 
the Central Pacific are always a possibility. 


The 'ALEUTIAN situation is obscure. 


C A^ 
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ESTIMATE OF THE SITUATION J>2c. 7> 1^ M-'L- 


I - SUMMARY OF THE SITUATION 

1. As a result of recent actions In the SOLOMONS area 
we are in command of the sea and air in the Southern SOLOMONS 
and approaches thereto. 

2. Our positions at GUADALCANAL and TULAGI are not apt 
to be recaptured. At GUADALCANAL there still remain the fol¬ 
lowing major items to be accomplished: 

(a) Eliminate the enemy troops thereon. 

(b) Construct alternate landing fields. 

(c) Provide for logistic supply; which includes bulk 
avgas storage tanks with pipe lines so that bulk 
carriers can discharge; roads; storage space; 
weight handling gear; etc. 

3. GUADALCANAL is our most advanced position. Its secur¬ 
ity requires the occupation and development of further advanced 
positions. 

4. The NEW GUINEA situation is not satisfactory but is 
not dangerous at present. The enemy Is attempting to improve 
positions on the northeast coast, but it Is unlikely that con¬ 
trol can be extended to the southern coast. This is particul¬ 
arly true if pressure continues in the SOLOMONS. 

II - THE PROELEM 


1. WPL-46-PC is the broad directive for the campaign. 
Task One, which is the seizure and occupation of the SANTA CRUZ 
Islands . TULAGI . and adjacent positions, has been completed 
except for the SANTA CRUZ operation which has been deferred. 

2. Task Two is the seizure and occupation of the remain¬ 
der of the SOLOMONS ISLANDS . LAE , SALAMAIJA and the north coast 
of NEW GUINEA . The Supreme Commander, Southwest Pacific was 
assigned to command for this Task. Due to the changing situa¬ 
tion it is evident that that Task, and the assignment of the 
Commander, must be reconsidered. 

3. Task Three involves the expulsion of the enemy from 
the BISMARK ARCHIPELAGO. As Is the case with Task Two, certain 
revisions to meet the situation are to be expected. 
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II - THE PROBLEM (Continued) 


4. The problem is to estimate the how, when, and where 
of the resumption of the offensive; to restate Task Two; and 
to suggest command to fit the restated Task. 

5. Other tasks assigned to the Commander in Chief, Pac¬ 
ific Ocean Areas are still effective. 

Ill - MEANS AVAILABLE AMD OPPOSED . 

1. Own . (Under Cincpac) 


(a) Surface t 

Nov. 24 

Feb. 20* 

May 

BB 

3 

5 

6 

OBB 

4 

8 

9 

CV 

2 

2 

7 

CA 

4 

7 

12 

CL 

3 

9 

9 

CL(AA) 

2 

2 

2 

DD 

42 

81 

96 

SS 

30 

38 

53 

A PD 

3 

10 

? 

AVD 

4 

4 

4 

ACV 

4 

9 

? 

AP 

14 

17 

1 

AK 

6 

7 

? 

AO 

19 

24 

28 

LC 

- 

Exact No. 

132 

LS 


in doubt. 

7 

72 


*No estimate of losses included. 
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(b) Air : (as assigned by Joint Plan) 


AAF 


NAVY 


OTHER 



Class 

Aircraft 

Class 

Aircraft 

Class 

Aircraft 

GUADALCANAL 







(Incl. TULAGI) 





RNZAF 





VTB 

12 

Hudsons 

12 




VOS 

8 






VSB 

18 




Ftr 

25 

VF 

18 



NDENI 







(When ready) 

M/B 

7 

VOS 

8 




Ftr 

17 





-ESPIRITU SANTO 

M/B 

13 





J 



VOS 

8 






VSB 

18 




Ftr 

25 

VF 

18 



EFATE 

M/B 

6 

VOS 

8 






VSB 

9 




Ftr 

25^ 

VF 

18 



NEW CALEDONIA 

“tt7b 

70* 

Vpb 

Zo* 

RNZAF 

12 






Hudsons 



M/B 

13 

VOS 

8 




Ftr 

33 

VSB 

18 




Trans 

13* 

VF 

18 






VR 

36* 



FT7I 

”M7b 

13 



tfNZAF 







Hudsons 

12 






Singa- 







pores 

4 


Ftr 

. 25 


:Vincents 

9 

to ZEALAND 





Ten Combat Sqds. 

J?ONGATABtJ 

Ftr 

25X 

VOS 

8 



SAMOAN Area (In- 







cl. FUNAFUTI, 



VOS 

24 



WALLIS, TUTUILA, 



VSB 

18 



UPOLU) 



VF 

27 



BORA BORA 



VPB 

3 






VOS 

8 



CANTON 

Ftr 

25 

~Tpb 

12 




o 


M/B or L/B-13. or VSB 


18 




♦Operating throughout NEW CALEDONIA - GUADALCANAL - NDENI 

FIJI Area. 

X To be manned by R.N.Z.A.F. personnel. 
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(b) Air ; (Continued) 


Explanatory Memorandum on Recommended Employ ¬ 

ment of Planes. 


GUADALCANAL, NDENI, ESPIRITU SANTO, and EPATE are 
considered front line positions. The first three are to be 
kept filled with light and medium planes to operating capacity, 
reserves to an aggregate of 150# or more in the back areas of 
flyable planes with pilots. The Army considers the planes in 
NEW CALEDONIA, FIJI and TONGATABU a part of this flyable reserve. 

As the capacity of GUADALCANAL, NDENI, and ESPIRITU 
SANTO increases, the number of planes assigned thereto must 
keep step with the capacity, with corresponding increases in 
reserves. This also applies to new positions seized. 

Half the Army fighters assigned to the forward posi¬ 
tions should be high altitude fighters. This matter was dis¬ 
cussed but not concluded. 

(c) Troops : 

Appended . 

(d) Logistics : 

There are no insuperable logistic difficulties. 

Adequate support of all kinds is available in the area. The 
usual difficulties, which are met when landing on beaches 
with no facilities, will have to be overcome. 
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2. Enemy 

Enemy Surface Strength: November 23, 1942. 

BB - 10 (2 were probably sunk; 2 probably damaged) 

CV - SKOKAKU - probably damaged. 

ZUIKAKU - probably damaged. 

RYU JO - possibly sunk 

ZUIH0 

H0SH0 

XCV - HAYATAKA 

HITAKA - damaged. 

OTAKA 

UNYO 

CHUYO 

AV - CHITOSE - damaged 

CHIYODA, NISSHIN, ATISUSHIMA 

XAV - 4-6. 

DD - About 105 in Navy. Not thought feasible to em¬ 
ploy more than 40 in the South Pacific. 

SS - About 40 available for use in the South Pacific. 

Enemy A ir Str ength - Naval Air. 

This does not include ship based planes. Also, 
there is insufficient information to estimate Army air 
strength. It seems probable that Army air is moving 
into the South Pacific. 

EMPIRE 

VP - 135 

VB - 36 

VHB --- 81 

VP --- 24 

Seaplanes 72 Total 348 


MARIANAS and CAROLINES 


VP - 

VK3 --- 

VP - 

Seaplane s 

RABAUL Area 

VP --- 

VB - 

VHB- 

VP --- 
Seaplanes 


45 

27 

6 

60 Total 138 


90 

18 

72 

18 

24 Total 202 
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Enemy Air Strength - Naval Air (Continued) 
MARSHALLS and GILBERTS 


VP 

50 


VHB — 

54 


VP 

12 


Seaplanes 

24 

Total 140 


Grand total which it is believed physic¬ 
ally possible to put in the South Pacific: 


VP 

320 


VB 

54 


VHB - 

234 

Total 608 


Note? Details of above in ICPOA estimate attached. 
Enemg_Troog_Stren^h - South Pacific 


GUADALCANAL -.- - - - 15,000 

Garrisons - BISMARK - SOLOMONS- - - 10,000 

Troops available for assignment - - - 35,000 

NEW GUINEA--7,500 

Total troops South and 

Southwest Pacific- - - - 80,000 


Note: Details of above are in ICPOA estimate attached. 

It is believed that the above are maximum fig¬ 
ures. Troops are continually moving to the area 
and a large and well trained reservoir of troops 
is thought to be available to the enemy from out¬ 
side the area. Of the numbers indicated not all 
are effectives; that is, some 50 % may be consider¬ 
ed engineers, laborers, ground personnel for air¬ 
planes, etc. 
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IV - CHARACTERISTICS OF THE THEATRE. 


1. In the advance up the S0L0M0N3 from GUADALCANAL, de¬ 
cision will be made whether to go all the way to <Jap positions, 
such as in the BUIN area, or whether to establish in inter¬ 
mediate positions. If the latter is decided upon the NEW GEOR¬ 
GIA group, ISABEL, and CH0I3EUL Islands offer a mid-position in¬ 
sofar as distance is concerned. 


From GUADALCANAL to 

North part ISABEL 
South part CHOISEUL 
Mid NEW GEORGIA 
TONCLEI 


TONOLEI to 

BUKA 

RABAUL 


150 miles 
180 miles 
175 miles 
290 miles 


120 miles 
275 miles 


The only places considered are those which seem to offer 
possibilities which include: 

Reasonably safe approach 
\ Good landing beach 

Adjacent airfield possibilities 

2. NEW GEORGIA 

VIRU~^B6k' 

APs could not be expected to enter the anchorage. Boat¬ 
ing in the harbor should be very easy. 

The undergrowth appears to extend to the water’s edge 
but landings could be made at piers on both the east and west 
sides of the harbor. 


Level country around the harbor appears suitable for 
a landing strip, but because of dense under growth clearing the 
site would be difficult. A coconut plantation on the west side 
may offer possibilities in this respect. 

The laps are reported here in small numbers. 

RENDCVA HARBOR 


At least equal to VIRU, but here again the APs could 
hardly expect to enter without a good pilot. 
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There are reasonably good beaches and water supply. 
Nearby coconut plantations seem to offer landing strip pos¬ 
sibilities. 


HATHORN SCTJND 


A fairly good anchorage which might be used by a div¬ 
ision of APs. Beaches are only fair and will present landing 
difficulties. ARUNDEL ISLAND has landing strip possibilities. 

lust around the coast to the west and north is MUNDA 
POINT. Recently laps have landed there. Almost nothing is known 
of the approach to this anchorage. Entrance is reported by way 
of a tricky passage through shoals. 

Because of adjacent noar hy flat terrain the following 
are possible sites listed: 

RICE, LEVER, and LINGUTU, all in NEW GEORGIA. 

Recently the Japs have used GIZC HARBOR in a small 
way. It seems suitable for limited seaplane operation only. 

In general, all islands of the NEW GEORGIA group are 
densely forested. The only roads run for short distances around 
coconut plantations. Native villages are located along the 
coasts and lagoons. Population of the group is around 2000. 

3. CHOISEUL ISLAND 


Very little is known of this island. Sailing direc¬ 
tions, and other meagre information indicate that no suitable 
landing sites for our purpose exist in the southern half of the 
island. 


4. ISABEL ISLAND 
REKATA BAY 


Seems to be a fine seaplane anchorage and could be de¬ 
veloped into a major airfield. It is 170 miles southeast of 
T0N0LEI. The landing of a large force seems to present no great 
navigatiqnal or other dangers. As it is now in use by the enemy 
as a seaplane base, the landing would be opposed. 

MARINGE LAGOON 


It is also suitable for landing and development but is 
only 85 miles due north of GUADAKJANAL. 

5. The SHORTLANDS area, which includes BUIN, FAISI, and 
T0N0LEI is adeouate for large forces and capable of considerable 


- 8 - 


1224 















-SB-QgaT 





development. A Jap landing field is under construction. As 
it is held in some strength and is under the guns of RABAUL and 
BUKA air, there would be enemy opposition to the landing by 
both air and shore defenses. 

V - ENEJ.fi’ CAPABILITIES 


Enemy’s Problem 

1. During the period since our occupation of GUADALCANAL 
the enemy has suffered severe losses in ships and planes. Re¬ 
sultant enemy strength has been noted. Because of these losses 
the enemy has been unable to carry out planned operations which 
included the recapture of GUADALCANAL. As the situation now 
stands the enemy is faced with the immediate problem of maintain¬ 
ing a supnly line to her GUADALCANAL troops. As there are in¬ 
sufficient enemy troops there to drive out the Marines, the 
enemy must (1) be reinforced heavily, (2) surrender, (3) starve. 
The latter seems probable as long as we retain local command of 
the sea. Submarines cannot provide adequate logistic support. 

2. The situation is somewhat better for the enemy at NEW 
GUINEA. We do not control the approaches to the LAE-BUNA area 
but Allied troops are actively opposing the enemy and Allied air 
has, and can cause considerable damage to shipping and positions. 
It seems possible for the enemy to land strong forces on the 
north coast, but to extend control to PORT MORESBY they must go 
over the mountains or around the eastern tip of NEW GUINEA by 
water. Determined Australian opposition should prevent the former 
and Admiral Halsey's force can oppose the latter. 

3. There is every indication that the enemy is on the 
defensive in the Central Pacific. This is not by choice, but 
because the South Pacific venture does not leave sufficient 
strength to do anything else. The occupation of the GILBERTS 
is a minor affair and further extension southward will be op¬ 
posed from FUNAFUTI. Should the enemy decide to assume defen¬ 
sive in the South Pacific enough naval strength could be with¬ 
drawn to attack in the HAWAIIAN area and/or our positions to the 
south of OAHU. 

4. The enemy is in good control of the PHILIPPINES and the 
MALAY barrier. No immediate threat in that region is seen. Here 
again, as long as the bulk of strength is committed to the South 
Pacific the enemy is unable to extend^nontrol in the direction 

of Western AUSTRALIA or INDIA. The latter is a land operation 
which does not involve large naval strength. The enemy has a 
strong hold on the PHILIPPINES, NEI, the MALAY peninsula, and 
INDO CHINA, and the sea routes from those places to JAPAN. To 
permit Japan to exploit that vast area and to transport the stra¬ 
tegic materials to Japan on a large scale would be to prolong the 
war, and might even make the outcome uncertain. 
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5. The defense position of Japan is nowhere seriously 
threatened at the moment. Although offensive has been stopped 
on all fronts, capacity for defense is not materially disturbed. 
It is known that JAPAN wanted to extend control to NEW CALEDONIA 
and neutralize AUSTRALIA in order to perfect her uosition in 
the South. There are some early indications that the southern 
defense outer position will be the 3ISMAEK ARCHIPELAGO. How¬ 
ever, it is too early to state this idea with any assurance. 

6. In the North Pacific, the enemy is intrenched at KISKA 
and will stay there until we occupy that area. There is no 
evidence of the desire or capacity of the enemy to extend con¬ 
trol eastward along the ALEUTIANS or to make major attacks on 
other ALASKAN positions. 

7. Off JAPAN the enemy maintains a comprehensive patrol 
line. The bulk of her battle line is always ready to repel 
raids on the Emuire proper. 

Probable Enemy Course of Action 

8. As stated above, it now appears that the enemy no 
longer has capacity for further expansion. The broad course of 
action, therefore, will be to maintain a strong defensive posi¬ 
tion on all present fronts until exploitation of gains have made 
her Asiatic position too strong for the Allies to do more than 
accept a stalemate, and thus give JAPAN her ultimate war aim - 
complete hegemony in the Far East. 

9. Such a broad course of action does not rule out of¬ 
fensive moves in selected sectors to enhance overall defense. 
These are to be expected, and may include:- 

(a) Further attempts to capture or at least 
neutralize GUADALCANAL. 

(b) Establishment and strengthening of outlying 
positions in the SOLOMONS and NEW GUINEA to 
provide defense in depth for the 3ISMARK 
ARCHIPELAGO, and to provide bases for attrition 
attacks on Allied shipping and positions. 

(c) Continued attacks on our lines of communica¬ 
tions employing submarines, air and surface 
forces. 

(d) Raids on our advanced oositions from MIDWAY to 
GUADALCANAL. 

(e) Troop movements toward INDIA. 
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(f) Political and 5th Column activities in INDIA. 

(g) Raids toward north and west AUSTRALIA. 

(h) Raids in the ALEUTIANS. 

10. We may continue to expect JAPAN to attempt the stabil¬ 
ization of the CHINA affair by political moves. The same applies 
to BURMA. 


VI - OWN COURSES OF ACTION 

1. As it now stands, our broad courses of action are set 
forth in current directives. The overall concept appears ac¬ 
ceptable i.e. to defend ALASKA; to hold the MIDWAY-OAHU-CANTON- 
FUNAFUTI-FIJI line, and, during the second phase of the war, to 
expel the enemy from the 31SHARK ARCHIPELAGO . Our immediate 
concern is the accomplishment of Task Two. Task Three will re¬ 
quire readjustments to fit circumstances as the war develops. 

2. For many good reasons, of which the appeasement of 
public opinion and prestige are of importance, the laps must 

be expelled from the KISKA area by our land forces and the area 
occupied. Plans for this project are underway. 

3. The MIDWAY-OAHU-FIJI line is secure against permanent 
capture. Nowhere is the line secure against raids, nor will it 
be so in the foreseeable future. 

4. Our lines of communications behind our present posi¬ 
tions are reasonably secure. Convoys must continue as at present 
and good air and surface coverage must be provided at focal 
points. 


VII - THE SOLOMONS OFFENSIVE 

1. As so little is known of the plans, strength, and in¬ 
tentions of the Supreme Commander, Southwest Pacific, that part 
of the Task Two which refers to the NEW GUINEA area is not dis¬ 
cussed. 

2. There are the following methods by which the SOLOMONS 
can be captured and occupied: 

(a) Step by step . In this method an intermediate point 
about half way from GUADALCANAL to 3UIN would be established as 
the first step. There are several suitable positions available. 
None are held in strength by the enemy and none are developed to 
any extent. The only immediate value of any are the anchorages 
which include advanced seaplane operating positions. All are 


- 11 - 


1227 














■ SECRET 


vulnerable to enemy air from the RA3AUL, SHORTLANDS, and BUKA 
areas. On the other hand CACTUS air could support our opera¬ 
tions to a limited extent. 

The great objection to such an intermediate position 
is the necessity to develop it. We have learned a great deal 
about how to go about constructing an airfield in the jungles. 

We have, or soon will have, adequate and competent construction 
personnel. We can have adequate material. Nevertheless, this 
construction must be undertaken under the guns of the enemy. 
Based on previous experience the enemy will react violently when 
our moves are discovered. Our auxiliaries, escorts, and cover¬ 
ing vessels will be subject to heavy attrition attacks. The 
situation during the time we are developing the position will be 
favorable to the enemy, insofar as they will be able to plan and 
execute attrition almost at leisure. We must expect to pay 
heavily for such a move. 

(b) Modified step by step . This method would in¬ 
volve the capture of the SHORTLANDS area first. The great ad¬ 
vantage is that we would capture an airfield which could be 
used in a very short time. The dangers and difficulties of the 
capture are increased: (l) because we move nearer enemy air 
from RABAUL and BUKA; (2) much stronger enemy forces to over¬ 
come; (3) the probability of the approaches being mined; (A) 
and the lack of VF support from GUADALCANAL. 

(c) Simultaneous capture of all major enemy positions 
in the SOLOMONS. This would involve the capture and occupation 
of the SHORTLANDS area, the BUKA area, REKATA BAY, and the neu¬ 
tralization of other enemy minor uositions such as MUNDA, GIZO, 
KIETA, and the eventual mopping up of enemy observation posi¬ 
tions . 

3. Course (a) is feasible. Of the positions investiga¬ 
ted earlier, REKATA BAY seems to offer the maximum advantages. 

It is 180 miles by air from the nearest enemy airfield at BUIN, 
and 180 miles by water and 1A0 miles by air from GUADALCANAL. 
Approaches permit ample sea room for any sized forces. Radar 
operation offshore should be efficient. Warning of the approach 
of the enemy from passes through the SOLOMONS may be possible by 
submarine and coast watcher observation. Seaplane operations 
can commence almost immediately. Probable enemy local troops 
should be relatively easy to overcome. The choice of REKATA 
does not eliminate the TIRU or HATHORN SOUND areas. But be¬ 
cause radar will be less effective at those places they are 
less desirable; and they do not seem to offer any advantages 
not possessed at REKATA. For the initial landing no more than 
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one amphibious marine regiment would be required. The move 
would have to be covered by sufficient surface forces to pre¬ 
vent successful enemy surface attack. The size of our covering 
force would depend on an estimate of enemy surface strength 
capable of attack at the time of the move. Air coverage seems 
possible from GUADALCANAL. Preliminary surface bombardment of 
enemy nositions is possible but not believed required on a 
large scale. After the initial landing the garrison troops 
should relieve the amphibious troops. Air field construction 
personnel and material would follow at once. 

There is considerable doubt regarding the suitability of 
this move. This is mainly because so little is accomplished 
until an air field is constructed. The immediate result is to 
deny a seaplane base to the enemy. Past experience indicates 
that shore based planes could not operate under a month from 
the date of the landing. 

The cost may be high. It will take at least one day to 
land the amphibious troops. Three or four days will be re¬ 
quired to land the air field construction personnel and material. 
Up to now we have been unable to prevent enemy use of his air 
fields by bombing. Unless we improve in this respect the ex-, 
pedition will be under air attack during the landings and dur¬ 
ing the air field construction period. And until antiaircraft 
weapons are placed ashore the enemy air activity will find little 
opposition. Surface raids must be expected at all times. Sub¬ 
marines would attack our line of supply. 

4. Course (b) is suitable as it denies a most important 
base to the enemy and permits as the use of an air field almost 
at once. 

It is only feasible when there is available two amphibious 
marine divisions. Because of this important limitation the 
operation cannot be scheduled before March 1, 1943. There are 
advantages in such a delay. Our surface forces available then 
are estimated to be strong enough to prevent any enemy surface 
opposition. Garrison troops to move in promptly can be avail¬ 
able. The disadvantage in delay lies in the expected strengthen¬ 
ing of the enemy defensive positions on the SOLOMONS during that 
time, 


Asthe SHORTLANDS area is a relatively strong enemy position 
the cost will be higher than at RUKATA. It is nearer to RA3AUL 
and BUKA which would indicate heavier air opposition. We would 
pay heavily for this fine prize, but it might be worth heavy 
losses. As at any place in the SOLOMONS, our losses will be in 
proportion to the effort of the enemy to oppose our plan. Should 
a slugging match take place between surface units, such as at 
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SAVO, we can expect to inflict at least equal losses. As time 
goes on our capacity to absorb losses, in relation to enemy 
capacity, will increase. We must dan to avoid a repetition 
of the WASP, SARATOGA, and NORTH CAROLINA affairs. 

Course (c) is suitable as it accomplishes the major part 
of our task. The feasibility is open to question. To do this 
we must land strong amphibious forces in the SHORTLANDS, and 
at BUKA, and smaller forces at KIETA, REKATA, and possibly 
MUNDA. Short of six months, the necessary troops do not seem 
available. We must, therefore, abandon this course for the 
present. If neither (a) nor (b) can be accepted, and if we 
are forced to wait until late sprint, the details of (c) must 
be considered in light of developments during the next three 
or four months. 

VIII - Selected Course of Action . 

Preliminary . 

1. As previously stated, information is lacking regard¬ 
ing the NEW GUINEA part of Task Two. V/e can only conclude that 
it will go forward simultaneously with the SOLOMONS operation, 
and that the Commander Southwest Pacific will make requests for 
naval support. 

2. In any move up the SOLOMONS, the operation will be 
a continuation of Task One, and the main forces will be those 
of the Pacific Fleet. It seems logical that the command for 
that part of Task Two which involves the SOLOMONS be retained 
by the Commander in Chief, U. S. Pacific Fleet. 

3. After consideration of the various factors involved 
in the three courses stated for the capture and occupation of 
the SOLOMONS, it is decided to adopt course (b). For purposes 
of planning the target date is March 15, 1943. 

Discussion 

4. The various phases of the course adopted are: 

Preparations. 

The capture of the SHORTLANDS area. 

The mopping up of intermediate positions. 

The assault and occupation of BOUGAINVILLE. 

5. Preparations . The three major items which must be 
disposed of before the attack on the SHORTLANDS can get under¬ 
way are: 


(a) The relief, rest, reorganization, and refitting 
of amphibious troops now on GUADALCANAL. This is covered in 
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the appended discussion of troops. 

(b) The improvement of the GUADALCANAL position. 

Major items are: 

(1) Installation of bulk aviation gasoline storage. 
This is underway at present but will not be on a satis¬ 
factory basis until there is at least two million gallons 
storage. 

(2) Building of a wharf, with weight handling de¬ 
vices. This is planned but not started. Materials are 
in the South Pacific. 

(3) Erection of housing for troops, stores, ammuni¬ 
tion. 


(A) Completion of alternate landing strips. 

(5) The ejection or other disposal of enemy troops 

on the Island. 

If we can retain command of the sea approaches for the 
next month sufficiently to prevent adeouate enemy logistic sup¬ 
port and the arrival of reinforcements, the enemy must either 
starve or surrender. There is every reason to expect that the 
laps will make at least one more major attempt on GUADALCANAL. 

If we can repeat the successes of mid-November, there can be 
little doubt of the ultimate outcome of this phase of the 
campaign. Enemy success, on the other hand, would reverse 
completely the situation. With reinforcements now arriving, 
our situation is favorable - except for carriers. 

While it would be desirable to have a landing strip in the 
SANTA CRUZ ISLANDS, that position is not considered essential 
to the capture of the SOLOMONS. 

The positions at CANTON and FUNAFUTI are not up to satis¬ 
factory strength and must be improved, principally by additional 
air strength. 

Reserve air strength to maintain GUADALCANAL fields sat¬ 
urated must be built up at ESPIRITU SANTO, EFATE, FIJI, and 
NOUMEA. 

6. The Capture of the SHCRTLANDS Area . 

There are so many unknown factors that it is impos¬ 
sible at this time to present a finished plan. It will suffice 
to outline the operation. 
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Forces. 1st wave . D day. 

Carrier striking groups. 

BB covering group. 

Cruiser and DD support group. 

Transport group - two division marine amphibious force. 

One defense battalion, plus one Acorn. 

Forces. 2nd wave . D / 14 days. 

Carrier striking groups. 

BB covering group. 

Transport and freighter group - one construction regi¬ 
ment and one defense battalion embarked. 

Rehearsal. On D -10 to D -5 day transport group, 1st wave, 
rehearse landing at BUTTON or ROSES. 

Embarkation points . Amphibious troops jumo off from NEW 
ZEALAND or AUSTRALIA for rehearsal. Defense .battalion, and Acorns 
embark at BUTTON by D -5 day. Construction battalion embark at 
BUTTON by D -12 day. 

Mooning up of intermediate positions . 

Raider battalions will be employed in these opera¬ 
tions. As no intermediate position is to be developed under this 
plan, no occupation troops are required. It may develop that 
MUNDA and REKATA will be too strong for raiders alone. In this 
case, amphibious troops may be necessary to assist. 

The capture and occupation of the remainder of BOUGAINVILLE 

will be completed by an amphibious division. 1116 attack on BUKA 

will be similar to but on a smaller scale than the attack on the 
SHORTLANDS. In each of these it will be of first importance to 
secure the landing field for our own use. KIETA will only be 
neutralized by a raid or short occupation. 

The final step is to garrison the SHORTLANDS and BUKA, and 
release amphibious troops for the capture of RABAUL. Lessons 
learned, plus availability of Army and Allied troops, should per¬ 
mit the accomplishment of this in two months from D-Day. 

Air support . It is essential that the RABAUL and BUKA air 
fields be neutralized from D -2 to D /4 day. This can be done 
only if our pilots are willing to get near enough to hit the air 
fields. It is well known that hedge hopping technique is ef¬ 
fective and not too costly. No attempt is made at this time to 
detail this operation. 


- 16 - 


1232 

















■S SGREg - 



r\ 


IX 

1. It will be seen that as long as the enemy does not 
capture eastern NEW GUINEA in the next three months, that the 
present status is acceptable. With the proposed increase in 
pressure in the SOLOMONS there can be no simultaneous enemy 
threat to NEW GUINEA. 

2. With the SOLOMONS in our hands we will be able to 
attempt the capture of RABAUL. That task is amphibious and is 
merely a continuation of the same operation. No reason is seen 
to shift the Supreme Command to the Southwest Pacific. To do 
so would place the Command in less experienced hands. 

3. Task Two is thus restated "Capture and occupy the 
remainder of the SOLOMON ISLANDS, while holding in NEW GUINEA". 

Instructions: Commander in Chief, U. S. Pacific Fleet will 

execute Task Two except for NEW GUINEA. The South Pacific area 
is extended to the equator at 145° East, thence to the center 
of VITIAZ STRAIT, to WOODLARK ISLAND, to ROSSEL ISLAND, thence 
South. 
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UNITED STATES PACIFIC FLEET 

FLAGSHIP OF THE COMMANDER IN CHIEF 


W. 



SECRET 

From: 

To: 




Commander in Chief, U. • Pacific Fleet, 
Commander in Chief, U. 3 . Fleet. 


Subject: Future Operations in the Goiotaona Sea Area. 


Referenoee: 


la) Cominoh Secret Despatch 301915 of Nov., 1942. 

(b) Cincpac Secret Despatch 010931 of Deo., 1942. 

(c) Joint Plan for Offensive Operations, Southwest 

Pacific Area, of 2 July, 1942. 

(d) WPL-46-PC, 23 April, 1942. 

1. Reference (b) commented, as requested by reference 
(a), upon certain features of the campaign in the Solomons. 

This letter is intended to amplify the comment in reference (b), 

2. The tenor of reference (a) was that, in exerting 
our strength against remaining Jap forces on Guadalcanal, we 
are in effeot becoming "bogged down" in a "frontal" operation 
when we might better out off the Jap Guadalcanal forces by seiz¬ 
ing the base from which they are being supported. 


3* The necessity for "getting along with the war" is 
well recognized by the Commander in Chief, U. S. Pacific Fleet, 
and Commander South Pacific Force, and every possible "short 
out" is being investigated. There are, however, certain condi¬ 
tions whioh delay us at this time, and I desire to desoribe the 
situation as Z now see it. 

4. In general I consider that Task One of reference 
(c) (the seizure and occupation of the Tulagi area) will not be 
completed until this area is sufficiently secure, and developed. 
I also consider that the forces ere not in hand for an immediate 
initiation of Task Two. It must be remembered that Task One 
was undertaken with the full knowledge of all concerned that the 
forces for the accomplishment of Tasks Two and Three were not 
in sight. Although the Guadalcanal oampaign has progressed 
favorably, I consider that we are now in the period which is, 
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as was foreseen, one of building up our strength while taking ad¬ 
vantage of every favorable opportunity to cut down the enemy’s. 

In regard to the latter, the enemy is apparently going to oon- 
«» tlnue to expose his forces in the Guadalcanal area - a situation 
r over which we should perhaps not be Impatient until we have ef¬ 

fected the superiority which will make it suitable to similarly 
expose our foroes in operations against his bases. 

5. In initiating Task Two, any considerable step for¬ 
ward will require a superiority in sea foroes, aircraft and 
troops, and our supporting bases must be sufficiently developed 
and reasonably secure. The superiority must not only be local, 
but there should be sufficient strength to support our new base 
and its supply lines against the forces the enemy will throw 
against than. We have learned from Guadalcanal that such efforts 
by him are liable to be up to the limit of his resources. 

6. ■ ea -forces . While we have been successful in exact¬ 
ing disproportionate losses on the enemy In the Quadaloanal cam¬ 
paign, I do not consider that we have yet a superiority in sur¬ 
face foroes. Such superiority will be brought about by our new 
construction end by further losses wo oauso the enemy, particu¬ 
larly in Ills further efforts against Guadalcanal. This super¬ 
iority may be considered to be eventually assured, but an esti¬ 
mate as to its attainment places it in the late spring of 1943* 

7. Alroraft . In general it is oonsidered that equal¬ 
ity in airoraft has been reached and can be quickly increased 
to superiority by allotting sufficient of our air production. 

The difficulty is to provide the air bases both ashore and afloat. 
However, we should capitalize on the ready availability of super¬ 
ior air foroes to overcome our weaknesses in other respeots. 

8. Own Troops . particularly those trained for amphib- 
lous operations, are considered to constitute a serious bottle¬ 
neck in our preparations for an offensive. Following is a brier 
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summary of this situation: 

1st. Karine Division - now being removed from 
Guadalcanal, and will require until about March 1st to 
be ready again for active operations. It is being as¬ 
signed to the Southwest Paoifio Force. Whether it will 
be available for future operations in the Solomons is 
not known. 
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gnu Marine Division - two regiments now at 
Guadalcanal; will probably be relieved by the 25th Amy 
pivision; should be ready 1 February. One regiment in 
I^ew Zealand which is probably ready now. 

Igj jiarlne Division - should be ready as a 
division on 1 March; one regiment ready 1 January; an¬ 
other on 1 February. 

Amy Divisions - none in training, or even 
assigned, therefore none can be ready in less than three 
months. 

If amphibious troops are assigned for operations in the 
Aleutians, this will, of course, make the bottleneck worse. 

9- Enemy Troops . Delays in our advance are made par¬ 
ticularly unfavorable by the abundance of troops that the enemy 
has available to strengthen his positions. He is showing every 
indication that he will use freely this component of his strength. 
Thus, the longer we are delayed the greater the strength in 
troops we will require. 

10. Bases . It is believed that Guadalcanal - Tulagl can 
be made into a suitable base from which to support our attack. 

It is, as yet, by no means such a base, either in development or 
security. Some of the items still required are: 

(a) Sufficient airfields with full comcleiuents of 
aircraft. 
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(b) Storage and unloading facilities, particularly 
for aviation gasoline. 

(o) Anchorages or berths secure against torpedo at¬ 
tack. 

(d) laproved shore batteries, surface and antiair¬ 
craft. 

11. Ot&er. ^eaftraasgs. Our contact with 

the enemy to date unices possible the following general oonpar- 
isons: 

(a) The Jap is our equal in his willingness to 

fight. 

(b) Surface units must be considered of equal abil¬ 
ity except that our fire control radar seems to give us e 
considerable advantage in low visibility, and our AA bat¬ 
teries are superior. We have no evldenoe for comparison 
in day surface Rotlon. 

(o) Our air forces are definitely superior in qual¬ 
ity. 

(d) U. 3. land forces in the Solomons have proved 
themselves better armed end more skilful than the Japs, but 
we oould hardly expeot a continuation of the dispropor¬ 
tionate personnel losses we have been able to inflict, and 
must realize that we will still require a superiority in 
numbers at our point of attack. 

(e) Our submarines have proved themselves to be more 
effective units than those of the Japs. 

(f) Our great inferiority is in use and performance 
of torpedoes. 
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12. Obleofclveg . 

(a) It la believed that the Japanese oosltlon In 
the Hew Britain area is a most difficult one to outflank. 
The bypassing of one or more of the enemy positions, even 
to the point of making Rabaul the first objective, offers 
strong temptation. However, the following factors point 
toward conservatism in this respect: 

(1) The system of bases that the Japanese hold 
outside of New Guinea - i.e. Kavleng, Habaul, Buka, Kieta, 
BuJLn, and ftaamata, are mutually supporting and none, even 
Habaul, may be considered a keystone, which if captured 
would cause the rest of the system to collapse. 

(2) Even if Northeast New Guinea were in Allied 
hands, it would not constitute the base of operations which 
its strategic position would indicate. This is due to its 
lack of land communications. Its real communications are 
flanked by enemy bases. 

(3) The real coomiunioation line of any base we 
seised would unavoidably be flanked by the enemy bases we 
bypassed. Thus it may be said that our advance cannot 
escape being of a frontal nature. 

(4) In order to establish a bass successfully 
with one or more enemy bases in our rear, or to seise two 
or more positions simultaneously, we would require a pre¬ 
ponderance of strength which is oertainly not in sight for. 
the near future. 

(b) With the forces we estimate will be available 
I believe our ouestion narrows down to whether our next 
objective is Buin (300 rullea from Guadalcanal), or one or 
more intervening positions between there and Tulagl. This 
deolaion depends on: 

(1) Relative strengths at the time we make our 

move. 
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(2) Activity of the enemy at the aforementioned 
Intervening positions, and our own counter-measures in 
connection therewith. Ueoent information shows that he 
is beginning the construction of an airfield at llunda. 

Hew Georgia (180 miles from. Guadalcanal). This should be 
int erf erred with as muoh as possible with our present 
means, and if the field ever reaches the point of being 
placed into use, we should strike to take it over with the 
amphibious forces we have at hand. This would delay an 
attaok on 3uln, but would greatly facilitate its success 
by the increased air support it would render. Three hundred 
miles is a rather long step to take, particularly before 
the radii of action of our dive bombers and fighters have 
been increased. 

13* Reserves . Aside from the strength to make this move 
we should have in sight the forces whioh will be required for the 
suooeedlng move. Otherwise we will have a delay similar to the 
one we are now experiencing. It appears that the sea foroes and 
air forces will be on hand, but there is no present assurance 
that amphibious troops will be. As has been pointed out. the 1st 
and 2nd Marine Divisions are the only amphibious troops in the 
area and the future employment of the 1st Division is in doubt. 
Time will inevitably be lost if we depend upon the troops which 
make one assault to be made ready for the next one. Keoessity 
for preparing additional amphibious troops is .obvious. 

14* Comnand . The reaction of the Japanese to our seiz¬ 

ure of Guadalcanal has been such that practically the whole of 
the Paolflo Fleet has been required for operations in oonneotion 
therewith. It is firmly believed that this naval force will be 
required in the operations in the Solomons visualized for Task 
Two. The present organization under Commander South Pacific has 
been built up with great difficulty and is only now approaohing 
its maximum efficiency. It is therefore considered vital that 
the present commend set-up of this organization be maintained 
for the prospective advanoe up the xslomons. 
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UNITED STATES PACIFIC FLEET 
FLAGSHIP OF THE COMMANDER IN CHIEF 


Subjeot: Future Operations in the -Solomons Sea Area* 






15. luanaation . 

(a) Task One will not be completed until Tulagi - 
Guadalcanal is secure and sufficiently developed as an air 
and naval base* 

(b) Task Two cannot be undertaken until a super¬ 
iority to the enemy in sea, air and land forces has been 
attained, and Task One completed as defined above* 

(c) One means of attaining superiority is to con¬ 
tinue to take advantage of the enemy's exposure of forces 
in the Guadalcanal area* Another means of overcoming our 
weakness in other respeots is to capitalize on our rapidly 
mounting aircraft production* 

(d) Various considerations require us to adopt a 
step-by-step advance up the Solomons* Due to the eneny 
ootivity in establishing an air base at iiunda, that will 
probably be our next objective. 

(e) Amphibious troops constitute a serious bottle¬ 
neck* Many more should be placed in training* 

(f) The operations for advancing up the jolamons 
should be under the same oomuand set-up as that for the 
seizure of Guadalcanal* 


c_ U> /V I M I TZ. 


Copy to: 

Corasopao 
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UNITED STATES PACIFIC FLEET 
FLAGSHIP OF THE COMMANDER IN CHIEF 





From: Coraraander In Chief, U, S. Pacific Fleet. 

Toi Commander In Chief, United States Fleet. 


Subjects 


Review of Aleutian Situation. 


References: (a) Cincpac Secret Despatch 290409 of June 1942. 

(b) Cincpac Secret Serial A16(6) 02798 of 24 
September 1942. 

(o) Cincpac Secret Despatch 221841 of Nov. 1942. 


1« It is considered that a careful survey of the 

Aleutian situation is necessary at this time - not only be¬ 
cause of its own aspects, but because of its bearing on future 
operations in the present major Pacific theater - the Solomons 
Sea area. 






2. Shortly after the Japanese occupied Klslea and 
Attu, I suggested in reference (a) that the 2nd Raider Bat¬ 
talion and APD's could be made available for offensive action 
provided the Amy supplied supplementary troops, and then took 
over the defense of the area Including the construction of an 
airfield on Amchltka. 

3. This project was not approved at the time. The 
views of the Commander in Chief, U. S. Fleet were that: 

(a) The Navy would be unable to divert forces 
from the South Pacific to counter the expected strong 
reaction of the enemy against the recaptured positions 
and their supply lines. 

(b) The move should not be made before the Army 
had occupied Atka and Adak, which it was not yet prepared 
to do. 


(c) The raider battalion plus Amy troops which 
could be carried in combatant ships was probably not 
sufficiently strong to accomplish the task; and in any 
case it would probably be required in the South Pacific. 
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Subject: Review of Aleutian Situation, 


4. The view of the Commander Northern Force (Task 
Force EIGHT) was that: 

(a) The Initiation of such an operation would 
be unwise unless naval forces Including carriers were 
available to cover the operation for a long period. 

(b) In any case it should be an operation for 
demolition and not for occupation because of difficulty 
of our supplying this area along vulnerable lines of 
communications, 

(c) Without such an operation, it was probable 
that the Japs could be made to see that continued occupa¬ 
tion was too costly. 

5. I believe that, at the time, all concerned thought 
there was a good possibility that Kiska, at least, could be 
made untenable for the enemy. Later, this appeared even more 
favorable after the Army occupied Adak and carried out some ef¬ 
fective air raids on Kiska. 

6. However, even by 24 September, the above-mentioned 
possibility became so doubtful that I wrote reference (b), recom¬ 
mending that plans be Initiated for the preparation by the Army 
of sufficient amphibious troops to eject the enemy from the 
Aleutians. 


7. Although the Japanese, since then, gave some slight 

indications of relinquishing their hold In the Aleutians, and 
undoubtedly did evacuate Attu at one time, this lasted for a 
very short period. For the last month they have been vigorously 
prosecuting the establishment of their position in the area. 

Kiska installations have grown by leaps and bounds, Attu is 
active again, and indications point to his occupation of Semichi, 
and possibly Amchitka. 
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8. On the assumption that there are favorable sites 

on Amohitka for airfields, I consider that it is the key to 
the situation. For that reason I sent reference (o) urging 
its occupation by the Army. I herewith repeat this as an 
urgent recommendation. 1 believe that the troops which the 
Army has earmarked for Tanaga could muoh better be moved for¬ 
ward to Amohitka. We would thereby place ourselves within 
really punishing distanoe of Klaka, and could render real sup¬ 
port with land-based air when amphibious operations against 
that place are undertaken. 







9« Reoently I have had studies made of the present 

problem of a landing attack against Klska. Commander Task 
Foroe EIGHT estimates that there are now 7500 to 10000 Japs on 
this island. This is confirmed by photographs now available. 

In addition, these photographs show the defenses to be well 
placed and of considerable strength. In faot it appears that 
a landing attack might be too costly an operation to undertake 
until our supply of amphibious troops is muoh greater than that 
now in sight. 

10. I believe that this problem of our early action 

in the Aleutians should be thoroughly reviewed in combination 
with that of making sufficient foroes available in the Solomons 
Sea area. It is already clear that the placing of many more 
troops in training for amphibious operations is one matter of 
great urgenoy. 



C. W.N\ MITZ- 
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December 7th 


On the first anniversary of the war no unusual activities 
of the Ians were reported. 

There were no major sightings in the Southern SOLOMONS. 
Ground activities at GUADALCANAL were routine. In the NEW GEORGIA 
group there was some patrol activity, the nature of which is not 
clear. 


TEs 16 and 64 are operating in the CORAL SEA. TE 11 con¬ 
tinues at NOUMEA, where the SARATOGA is believed undergoing tur¬ 
bine repairs. TF 42 submarines are covering the SOLOMONS chain 
and SOLOMONS SEA area with 16 subs on oatrol today. Reports to 
date indicate that these subs are not very effective. TE 65 is at 
NANDI. The RICHMOND will report to Cincoac for duty about Dec¬ 
ember 9th. 

The 5th Marines will be the first of the 1st Marine' Division 
to be relieved at GUADALCANAL and the relief will be accomplished 
now. Troon dispositions in the active area are shown in Comsopac 
mailgram of November 29 . About 9000 Kiwi C are in NEW ZEALAND" 
awaiting transportation to NOUMEA. It seems probable that from 
3 to 4 thousand New Zealanders have already reported for duty 
in NEW CALEDONIA. 

hjuA UA 

Cominch 071251 requests reaffirmation of the shinning 
concentration in the SoPac area. * 

CTF 8 080112 gives current operations. 

There are no new developments regarding enemy intentions 
or deployments. The build up for another push to the Southern 
SOLOMONS continues and maru movements toward the Western ALEUTIANS 
seem scheduled at least to mid-January. 

PXXxA ^ 

December 0th 

/ 

Admiral Nixnitz left for San Francisco by plane to confer 
with Admiral King. The agenda Includes many Important subjects 
among which are our offensive in the SOLOMONS and the expulsion 
of the Japs from KISKA. 

B-17's from BUTTON dropped 326 100# bombs on MUNDA. The 
landing strip there appears about ready for use. A planned B-17 
and P-3G strike on shipping at TONOLEI from CACTUS has been de¬ 
layed because rain has temporarily grounded these planes at CACTUS. 

TF 16 and the cruisers of TF 64 have been ordered to BUTTON. 
TF 64 BBs will train in the CORAL SEA for two days, then proceed 
to NOUMEA. The new Sopac task force set up is shown in Comsopac 
090502 pink. 


(Continued next page) 
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December Sth (Continued) 

Comsopac 090506 pink proposes a standard mine field in 
the vicinity of CAPE ESPERANCE. Mines are ready at PEARL now 
but four DMs requested cannot reach the area before January 5th. 

The SARATOGA, NASSAU, and ALTAMAHA air groups are on 4 
hours notice to proceed to BUTTON, CACTUS, or ROSES. 

The bases "CACTUS" set up is in Comsopac 070446. 

A plane reports sinking a two-nan enemy sub off LUNGA POINT. 

Comsopac 001225 tells Cominch that the shipping accumulation 
referred to yesterday is considered warranted. 

The GREBE grounded while assisting the THOMAS EDISON at 
TURTLE ISLAND and may be a total loss. “The MENOMINEE is proceed¬ 
ing there to conduct salvage. 

CTP 8 suggests that, as his search has not discovered 
convoys reported by DI in the Western ALEUTIANS, the enemy may 
be using radio deception on a large scale. While enemy radio 
deception is being practiced, this is not believed an example of it. 

MUNDA is rapidly developing as an airfield. Planes report 
the strip almost ready for use. There are no new enemy develop¬ 
ments, except that the report of CVs in the TONOLEI area was 
probably in error. 

December 9th . 

There were no major sightings or contacts in the South 
Pacific durinr the day. Other areas were quiet. 

TF 16 and the cruisers of TF 64 are returning to BUTTON. 
Admiral Lee is training his B3s in the Coral Sea and will leave 
the training area for NOUMEA tomorrow. The logistic supply of 
GUADALCANAL is nroceeding satisfactorily. 

The PENSACOLA arrived at BUTTON. It is expected that the 
damaged NEW ORLEANS and MINNEAPOLIS will be able to leave TULAGI 
in about four more days. Each ship hopes to be able to make 8 
knots. 




The B-17 and P-38 strike mentioned yesterday was made. Three 
hits were made on one large ship (reported possible CV, but 
identity doubted here) and two straddles were made on a tanker. 

For the second time this month Comsonac reports evidence 
of landing strip construction at NIB' A NUN A, BOUGAINVILLE. ^ i 

(V 
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December 9th (Continued) 

It is reported from CACTUS that our PTs are having "unbeliev¬ 
able success" in that area. Details are not given. 

Thought is being given by Cominch to the installation of 
torpedo baffles for unloading at CACTUS, and for an aerial recon¬ 
naissance of TRUK. Both of these projects have been considered 
by Cincpac. 


CTP 8 090405 describes troops at and enroute ADAK and 
TANAGA. An Army survey party will look over AMCHITKA soon. 


The enemy is expected to run the Tokyo Express to GUADAL¬ 
CANAL tomorrow night. At least eleven DDs will be employed. The 
major push toward the Southern SOLOMONS is still building up and 
should take place fairly soon. Because of this, no major threat 
is seen any other place in the Pacific. , 


December 10th 



Operations for the day are summarized in Cincoac Hto 'TgS . 


The salvage of the THOMAS EDISON is doubtful, but the cargo 
probably can be saved. 


The SABINE touched an uncharted shoal about 75 miles south¬ 
west of ESPIRITU SANTO. Minor underwater damage was sustained. 

The Fleet Maintainence Officer estimates that it will take 
two years and much labor and material to put the OKLAHOMA in 
service. The OGLALA had a successful dock trial on the 7th. 

The ARIZONA is,being scrapped in nlace. No work is being done 
on the UTAH. 


The North and Central areas are generally quiet. 

There is some indication that the move of 11 - 13 DDs to 
GUADALCANAL and the bombing of HENDERSON field scheduled for last 
night was cancelled. We still believe that the Ians intend to 
launch a major move to recanture the Southern SOLOMONS fairly 
soon. That being the case, no major threat toward the Hawaiian 
or Aleutian areas are seen. There have been no sightings of in¬ 
dicated convoys in the Western Aleutians. 
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December 11th 

The operations in the areas for the day are summarized in 
Cincpac 112025. It is not clear whether or not any part of the 
11 DD Tokyo Express arrived at GUADALCANAL. Present ultra infor¬ 
mation is that at least one enemy DD was sunk. 8 DDs were sighted 
by the next morning CACTUS search in the NEW GEORGIA area on NW 


courses. 


The first increment of the 25th Division which arrived in 


NOUMEA this week will proceed in the same ships to CACTUS arriving 
there the 17th. 


Cominch 092145 authorizes sending the 10th Defense Battalion 


to Sopac. Cincpac 112007 gives condition and strength of this bat¬ 
talion. 

Vice Opnav 112147 gives shipment plans for Sopac base mate¬ 
rials. 


Cominch 102220 is the first ONI Intelligence Bulletin. 
The guesses therein are not unreasonable. 




December 12th 


There were no major sightings in the South Pacific area 


today. Ground activities at CACTUS were limited to patrols. 
Shortly after midnight 11-12 local our PTs attacked the Tokyo 
Express off SAVO. One enemy DD was definitely sunk, a second is 
believed sunk, and a third was hit. We lost one PT. There were 
two air strikes on MUNDA from ESPIRITU SANTO during the day, and 
a similar daily strike is planned. 

The MINNEAPOLIS departed TULAGI, making 8.5 knots. The 
NEW ORLEANS will be able to depart for SYDNEY tomorrow. It now 
appears that the ALCHIBA can be salvaged, and that she can be 
floated within two weeks. The FLYING FISH reports sinking 2 DDs 
in the SOLOMONS area. 

Names for the Naval base set up in the GUADALCANAL area 
are in Comsopac 121501. 


The SUMNER has completed the survey of HAVANNAH harbor. 


The 4th Raider Battalion is assigned to Amphibious Force 
Pacific Fleet effective 1 January. 

Cominch 111629. All PBYs will be withdrawn from advanced 
combat areas and replaced with PBM3C planes. 


Cincpac 122112. With the concurrence of the Army, Cominch, 


and Cincpac all action in connection with the occupation of TANAGA 
is suspended. 

It is believed that the enemy has no Intention of giving 
up attempts to recapture positions In the Southern SOLOMONS. 

However, the next .large scale move, probably scheduled for December 
18, is peiafc&oement of WEWAK, NEW GUINEA. There is some indication 
of a plan to attack or attempt to occupy the KULUK BAY area of ADAK. 


This may be in the nature of a large scale diversion, 
the HAWAIIAN area is seen at this time. 
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December 13th 

In the oouth Pacific activities were limited to two 
strikes on LUNDA. The first was 7 3-17s from ESPIRITU SAIITO ar¬ 
riving in the target area at 10 a.m. The second was S3Ds escorted 
by P-33s and F4F4s from CACTUS arriving at noon. In the past 
three days five strikes have been made on LUNDA. While the land¬ 
ing field is believed ready for VFs, no report of such use has 
been received. 

The Central and North Pacific areas were quiet. 

CinC Eastern Fleet will land agents on the COCHIN CHINA 
coast by submarine between the 4th and 6th of January. 

Rear Admiral Giffen’s grouo expect to arrive NOUMEA 
January 4th. 


The Army plans to bomb WAKE with 30 B-24s between December 
21 and 24. 

Comsopac 140932 pink deals with delay in action reports 
in his area. 

From fragmentary DI it seems that the Japs plan some 
sort of a raid in the FUXUK BAY area from submarines. If true 
they must underestimate our strength there. Our search in the 
ALEUTIANS has failed to locate enern^r convoys often renorted by 
DI, but some landings are indicated. The unusual interest in the 
DUTCH - NEW GUINEA area, and from there westward to JAVA may 
mean a revival of activity - nossibly toward the northwest coast 
of AUSTMLIA. No troop move is seen at this time. This does 
not mean that there is any change noted in the enemy prime 
desire to recapture the southern SOLOMONS. Moves in NEW GUINEA 
and the ALEUTIANS may be regarded as diversion attentats. Also, 
in NEW GUINEA there is the suggestion that an attempt is being 
made to strengthen defense nositions in that area, and to facil¬ 
itate air transport to and from the NEI. 

No major threat in the direction of the Hawaiian Sea 
Frontier seems probable in the foreseeable future, although 
minor raids on OAHU and our outlying positions are always within 
enemy capabilities. ... * 
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TF 1G at E5PIRITU SANTO ha3 been placed on 4 hours 
notice, as have the BBs (TF 64) at NOUMEA. TF 11 is anchored 
at NOUMEA. TF 67 is at ESPIRITU SANTO. TF 65 is at NANDI. 


The CACTUS planes attacked the MUNDA area again to¬ 
day. No AA or enemy plane opposition was encountered. This 
may indicate successful bombing the past few days. 

Enemy planes were reported over TULAGI in the even¬ 
ing. 


The unloading of supplies at GUADALCANAL is proceed¬ 
ing under difficulties. There seems to be a shortage of craft 
to handle stores from the ships to the beach, and on the beach 
the facilities are inadequate. 

Comsopac 150422 is an operation summary. 

Cominch 102147 is the "Tiresome 11 Marine troop move¬ 
ment from the West Coast to the •topac. 

Crudiv ONE composed of the RALEIGH, DETROIT and 
RICHMOND has been formed under Rear Adm. McMorris. 


The Plans Section will reexamine MIDWAY for use as 
a stepping stone to the Jap positions in the Central Pacific. 


tions. 


There is nothing new of enemy deployment or inten- 



December 15th . 



TFs 11 and 64 departed NOUMEA today and TFs 16 and 
67 depart ESEIRITU 7ANT' tomorrow. All will operate in the CGRAL 
SEA for training and to await envelopments. TF 11 and 16 will 
continue as TF 6l under Rear Admiral Sherman. 


Both MUTTDA and RENATA are now daily targets for alanes 
from CACTUS and BUTTON in order to retard development of either 
place. A report today indicates that the bomb craters we made 
in the TiUNDA strip the nest few days apnear filled up. Harassing 
minor strikes are being made daily at the BUIN airfield. 

There is some indication of Jap occupation of RUSSELL 
ISLAND. A small AP was renorted unloading there today. 

The CRADLING reports two hits in a CHIYODI type nlane 
tender on November 6th and sank a small tanker on November 10th. 
Both attacks were made off TRUK. 


(Continued) 


1249 

















r > 


■q EORET— 

December 15th. (Continued) 

An 0S2U renorts sinking a midget sub near the NEW 
GEORGIA group. 


Comsonac 160424 rink outlines his critical DD shortage 
Cincpac 160435 nink does not annrove Comsopac clan 


for mines off GUADALCANAL but gives a suggestion which would be 
apnroved. 

The meagre information of WEST NEW GUINEA and enemy 
positions west of there is contained in Gonsowespac 152350. 

Cincpac 151959 pink orders CTF 8 to be prepared to 
occupy AMCHITKA at an early date. 


Captain Coman with the W.P. BIDDLE, CHARLES CARROLL, 


THOIJAS JEFFERSON, J.T. DICK MAN, HERMITAGE, KONTICELLO, OBERON, 
ARCTURUS, CONY, and escort leave Norfolk about December 27th. On 
arrival at the Canal Zone the APs and CONY" will report to Cincpac 
for duty. 


The enemy is making strenuous efforts to create and 


improve positions in the central SOLOMONS. As previously noted, 
positions at MBDANG and WEWAK are expected to be occupied in 
moderate strength about the 18th. Moves toward the Western 
ALEUTIANS, including KULUK BAY are indicated. None of these in¬ 
dicate a lessening in the enemy desire to recapture the Southern 
SOLOMONS. It seems probable that large enemy forces are now 
organizing and training for a major nush toward GUADALCANAL. It 
is believed that losses sustained in the past few months have 
caused the enemy to abandon plans to extend control beyond the 
SOLOMONS. UL 



December 16th 


Aside from routine air strikes on MUNDA the Pacific 


Ocean Areas were quiet. SBDs claim one 500 pound hit on the stern 
of a DD or CL off MUNDA bar. The only major unit sighted was a 
CV leaving TRUK on southerly courses by the SCULPIN. 

The E. «T. HINDS grounded in 3EALARK CHANNEL. This ship 
had about 1200 troops of the 25th Division on board. 


The INDIANAPOLIS and WILSON conducted firing tests 

I A TJTT ».. 4 4- U 4-1 n n -n., „ ~ ^ _ A *AA 


today off OAHU with the new A Mk. 32 fuze. Performance indicates 
great possibilities and battle distri ration of the fuze is under¬ 
way. 


Work on the OKLAHOMA will be limited to that necessary 


to prepare the vessel to be towed to the mainland for scrapping. 
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December 16th . (Continued) 

Cominch 151650 r>ink requests information concerning 
the strength of our forces in the CACTUS - RIIJG30LT area. 


In reply to Comsonac message concerning the critical 
DD shortage in the Sopac, Cincpac replied that all that can be 
done is being done (170327 pink). 

Comsopac 170510 pink believes WOODLARK ISLAND offers 
possibilities as an advanced air base and requests information 
on it from Comsowespac. 


DI shows that mines have been laid by the enemy at 
KISKA. The fields as reoorted will not hamper us to any great 
extent. These fields are just one more indication that the Japs 
are there to stay until thrown out. With the construction of a 
fighter strip on BALLALE ISLAND (SHORTLANDS area) underway, there 
is further evidence of the determination to defend RABAUL with 
considerable air strength. 


December 17th. 


(V 1 ' 




Task Forces in the South Pacific, less TF 65, continue 
operations In the eastern CORAL SEA. Two B-17 air strikes were 
made on MUNDA from CACTUS. The HINDS, which grounded two days 
ago in the SEALARK CHANNEL, was refloated. New Zealand patrol 
boats are now operating in the TULAGI-GUADALCANAL area. Comsopac 
170812 is an operations summary. 


Temporary repairs have been made to the COLUMBIA turbines 
permitting speeds up to 25 kts. 


In answer to Cominch 162115 regarding disposition of 
defense battalions Cincpac sent his 180151. 

The FLYING FISH reports sinking two DDs in the central 
SOLOMONS while on patrol there since early November. 

Orders were issued to the 7th Bomber command to attack 
WAKE with 24 B-24's during the night of December 22-23. 3 subs 

and one DD will be stationed between MIDWAY and WAKE to assist 
the Army and rescue personnel as necessary. 

Cominch is waiting on reports from a special survey of 
AMCHITKA before deciding whether or not to occupy that island. 

A report from the ELLIOT in the ALEUTIANS indicates her 
back broken. The damage probably was caused by heavy seas. 


(Continued next page) 
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December 17th . (Continued) 

The only^nemy activity noted during the day was a land¬ 
ing in the MADANG'-ar&a. This was predicted. Evidently Sowespac 
air was unable to prevent the convoy approach and no sizeable air 
attack on the convoy was reported. The CV sighted by the SCULPIN 
off TRUK, noted yesterday, may have returned to TRUK. It has never 
been clear why the Jap3 would want to use a CV in the operation to 
occupy MADANG and WEWAK. There is some evidence of Jap desire for 
a landing field in the HOLLANDIA area 3 ^ WAKDE ISLAND,*^. WoEMj. 

Nothing new is learned of enemy deployments or intentions. 

A strong push toward GUADALCANAL is still predicted, and no major 
threat in the HAWAIIAN area is seen. 

December 18th. 

There were^r^^^or sightings in the Pacific Ocean Areas 
today. Activity was^limined to the routine daily strike on the 
MUNDA area by SBDs from GUADALCANAL. 

Sopac task forces, less TF 65, continue operations in 
the east CORAL SEA. 

The CHESTER will be ready for sea at SYDNEY December 
24th, and the PORTLAND will be docked there that day. 

Cominch indicates that KIRIWINA and perhaps other islands 
of the TOBRIAND group may be suitable for an advanced air base 
for onerations in the Northern CORAL SEA area. 

CTF 8 reports a B-24 strike on KI°KA. Also, that a sur¬ 
vey party landed on AJ'CUITKA the 17th. 

Cominch 181315 oink is' a directive to occupy AMCHITKA 
if reconnaissance shows that an airfield thereon can be constructed 
TiT a reasonable time. Cincnac 182321 oink directs CTF 8 to con¬ 
tinue plans and to recommend forces needed. 'Cincnac 182345 pink 
says that CTF 8 will be assigned the Naval task. Admiral Nimitz 
and General DeWitt probably will issue a joint directive for the 
operation. 

Com 12 190320 (2 part) oink drives General DeWitt’s views 
on the capture of KI^KA. Cincnac 190215 pink states that belief 
here is that 2 divisions will be required. Rear Admiral Spruance 
will confer with General DeWitt on this tomorrow. 

Comsopac 181056 gives planned eraoloyment of Marine defense 
battalions in his area. 

The enemy was successful in landing at MADANG, ./EaAK, and 
FINCIiAVEN. With the completion of this operation we can expect 
stepped up effort towards GUADALCANAL. No other new enemy develop¬ 
ments are seen. , ( 
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December 19th . 

All Pacific Ocean Areas were generally quiet. A sum¬ 
mary of air strikes from CACTUS is in CACTUS 192206. 

TF 61 will split up into TF 11 and 16 tomorrow. TF 11 
will proceed to NOUMEA and TF 16 to ESPIRITU SANTO. TFs 64 and 
67 will continue operations in the CORAL SEA. 

While operating off GUADALCANAL the GANESVOORT damaged 
one propeller and her speed is limited to 23 knots. The E. J. 

HINDS is proceeding to ESPIRITU SANTO at eight knots. Her ground¬ 
ing damage is limited to propeller and shafting. 

In the Southwest Pacific it is reported that an air at¬ 
tack on a group of 1 CL and 4 west of NEW BRITAIN resulted in 
direct hits and possible sinking of the CL. 

General DeWitt’s 192048 pink gives further details on 
the occupation of AMCHITKA. 

The S-35 was attacked by two enemy float planes south of 
ANTIGNAK ISLAND yesterday. These probably came from KISKA. 

There are no new enemy developments. 

ftpc. 

December 20th . 

There were no major sightings or contacts in the Pacific 
Ocean Areas today. 

TF 67 has been ordered to ESPIRITU SANTO arriving there 
tomorrow. TF 64 will arrive at NOUMEA day after tomorrow. 

The first increment of the 25th division is still unload¬ 
ing at GUADALCANAL and the second increment of the same division 
is being held temporarily at SUVA. 

Routine bombing and harassing strikes were made on the 
enemy positions in the central SOLOMONS. GUADALCANAL 202207. 

A survey of AMCHITKA indicates the feasibility of con¬ 
structing a fighter strip within about two weeks of the commence¬ 
ment of the occupation, and of the construction of a bombing 
strip within about three months (CTF 8 210830). CTF 8 210215 
gives naval forces he believes required for the operation. General 
DeWitt (202304) believes that the survey renort will permit the 
operation to oroceed under the directive from Cominch. It now 
appears that the target date will be a?out January 5th. 


(Continued) 
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December 20th. (Continued) 


Our strikes on MUNDA undoubtedly have hindered the 
enemy, but not caused the airfield project to be aoandoned. At 
BliLLALE a landing strip is well underway. The Japs continue to 
make strenuous effort to improve their Central SOLOMONS posi¬ 
tion. Sixty-two vessels were sighted at RA3ATJL yesterday. Signs 
continue to point to another major drive toward the Southern 
SOLOMONS within the next two or three weeks. If this estimate 
is correct no major threat toward the Hawaiian area is seen. v 

December 21st . 

No surface or ground operations of significance were 
reported during the^day f , There was a strike on MUNDA by eleven 
SBDs from GUADALCANALf These planes were not opposed and were 
unable to see any ground activity. A few minutes later a B-17 
over the runway received AA fire. 

CTF 8 reports a strike on KISKA in his 212307. 



All Sopac striking forces are heading for or in port, 
as previously noted. 


> t<-«L € f' 

The 25th Division, 1st increment, ^disembarked 4 at GUADAL¬ 
CANAL today. The 2nd increment of that Division is waiting 
orders at SUVA. 


It is expected that the PENSACOLA will be ready to leave 
ESPIRITU SANTO about December 28 and the MINNEAPOLIS about 
January 5th. T hu NEW ~tr PLEAN S has a r rived a t OYDNB Y. The CHESTER 
will oroceed to Norfolk for complete reoair of battle damage. 

The Army planes which are scheduled to bomb WAKE the 
night of December 22-23 have arrived at MIDWAY. 

For the CROWBAR operation Cincpac will reinforce TF 8 
with the INDIANAPOLIS-and A DD. This will not give all the anti¬ 
submarine forces that could be used profitably, but no others 
are available. A proposal for a joint directive for this opera¬ 
tion is in Cincpac 220557 pink. CTF 8 212238 pink estimates 
the AMCHITKA troop requirements at about 13,500. This number 
raises the problem of logistic support and involves the Navy 
insofar as large escort demands can be expected. 

Cominch 191906 pink gives moves for the 10th and 12th 
defense battalions. Cincpac will reouire transportation for the 
10th, and combat loading is not essential. 


(Continued) 
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December 21st. (Continued) 




D£C US$IFlto 



Admiral Halsey proposes to return the NEW MEXICO and 
MISSISSIPPI from the Sopac to conserve escorts and to permit 
accomplishment of watertight integrity improvements to permit 
their use in forv/ard areas. Cincpac concurs. 


O 


The very large number of vessels seen at RARAUL yester¬ 
day is a fine target for air attack both from CACTUS and EUTTON. 

It seems probable that these vessels are involved in the ex¬ 
pected major push toward GUADALCANAL. It would be v/orth a great 
deal to break up this shipping concentration. It should be noted 
that our submarines in the SoPac area seem Ineffective. Just 
why this Is the case is not clear. Plotted patrol positions do 
not provide for maximum concentrations at the two main focal 
points, i.e. RABAUL and BUIN. 

The enemy today has at least four combatant CVs avail¬ 
able. Some are training In Empire waters. While it seems most 
probable that the next employment of the CVs will be in the 
South, the possibility of raids in the Hawaiian Area and on our 
staging points cannot be overlooked. No employment of CVs in . 
the ALEUTIANS or east of the Meridian of OAHU ^s seen. u/ 





December 22nd . 

12 SBD, 5 B-17, with VF coverage made strikes on MUNDA 
shortly after noon local. Specific damage inflicted Is not re¬ 
ported, but AA opposition was encountered by the B-17's. 

An extremely large concentration of shipping was 
observed at RABAUL. Ships of all types, including one or two 
cruisers and 20 DDs, numbered over one hundred. It would be an 
ideal set up for a BLUE CV strike, particularly while HYPOCRITE 
(JAPAN) probably could not oppose with more than one CV. The 
danger in such an operation is, of course, enemy shore based air. 
Comairsopac plans to strike RABAUL tomorrow with 6 B-17's, and 
the next day with at least 12 B-17’s. 

The B-24 strike on WAKE was made on schedule. All 
planes returned to MIDWAY safely. Damage inflicted is not yet 
reported. 


(^Aaa^ 


The CROWBAR operation (occupation of AMCHITKA) is 
shaping up. Cincpac 230407 requests General DeWitt to send his 
suggested draft for a joint directive. This despatch was answered 
in DeWitt’s 230016 pink. The joint directive to CTF 8 should be 
sent along tomorrow. 

There are no new enemy develooments. 

j> ' > 
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December 22nd (Continued) 


The press indicates that the BRITISH have raided 




SABANG with carrier based planes. The BRITISH have also 
started a land offensive against AKYAB. 




December 23rd. 


There were two strikes made on MUKDA during the day from 


CACTUS. It is evident that these almost daily attacks are hamper¬ 
ing Jap development. However, it was seen for the first time to¬ 
day that zero fighters are operating from the MUKDA field. 


No major sightings were reported in the Pacific Ocean 


Areas. The large assembly of ships at RABAUL, mentioned yesterday, 
still remains a most attractive target. The B-17 strike on RABAUL 
which was scheduled for today is not reported and may have been 
called off on account of bad weather. 


Comsopac 240616 is a summary for his area. 

CTP 17 232359 is the report of the successful Army strike 


on WAKE. The photo reconnaissance which followed the strike also 
w £&«S uccessful * 0n the day of this strike the TRITON sank abater 
bailie off WAKE. If bombing destroyed a few distillers ashore the 


Japs may have a serious water problem. 


Cincpac 232215 is the joint directive for 
of AMCHITKA. 


the occupation 


CTF 8 240225 gives forces proposed. 

There are no new enemy deployments noted. 


and nothing 



new is learned of enemy plans. 




December 24th. 


The Pacific Ocean Areas were quiet except for air strikes 


in the SOLOMONS. Eleven B-17»s started to bomb* RABAUL. Six 
reached the target and claim three hits on an AK or AP, and several 
near misses.^Other planes were unable to find the target area. 

s r^^-^Xbecause of bad weather. The large number of ships at 
RABAUL, plus a possible CV, previously mentioned, was reported 
by returning pilots. In this connection CinC Pac sent his 250303 
which suggests a coordinated air strike on this shipping concen¬ 
tration and the redistribution of submarines to cover RABAUL 
approaches more effectively. Minor contacts made during the day 
in the SOLOMONS area are of no special significance. 9 SBD's with 
VP cover attacked landing barges and the MUNDA airstrip. It is 
reported that the landing strip is considerably damaged from the 
past few days bombing. 
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December 24th (Cont'd) 

All task forces in the South Pacific are in port as 
follows; TP 65 at NANDI; TPs 16 and 67 at BUTTON; TP 11 and 
64 at 7/HITE POPPY. 

No ground action is reported from GUADALCANAL. The 
troops in that area have been quiet for some time. 

A Jap DD which was sunk at TULAGI is in rather shallow 
water. It may be possible to recover her charts and other 
papers of value. 

The photo reconnaissance plane sent to WAKE following 
the recent strike was unable to get pictures because of overcast. 

The Allies in the BUNA area are making slow but continous 
progress in cutting off the Jap troops and recapturing two 
airfields. 

The DRUM reports that an attack on a carrier on Dec. 12th 
off Southern HONSHU resulted in two torpedo hits. 

CTP 8 plans to make a sweep to the westward with cruisers 
and destroyers starting Dec. 28th. The S-35 at ADAK had a 
serious battery fire yesterday. 

There are no new enemy developments. 



December 25th O" 

At least two enemy submarines were reported sunk. The 
first was sunk off ST. GEORGE CHANNEL by the SEADRAGON while on 
patrol in these waters, and the second was sunk by a SWPac PT in 
the BUNA area. 

Two small enemy AKs were sighted off WICKHAM ISLAND, NEW 
GEORGIA during the day and v/ere attacked by CACTUS air. One of 
3000 tons was sunk. Reports from the SWPac indicate good success 
in air attacks on enemy shipping in the western SOLOMONS SEA. It 
seems probable that one victim was the ARIAKE (DD). It continues 
to be of first importance to sink enemy shipping. An efficient 
way to do this is by low altitude bombing. 

At GUADALCANAL current night nuisance raids are lowering 
our troop's combat efficiency as indicated in Comsopac 250449. 

The logistic supply of our southern SOLOMONS positions is proceed¬ 
ing satisfactorily. 

Admiral Halsey is discussing air strikes on RABAUL with 
ComSV/Pac. Comsopac 260612 pink. 


-(Continued) 
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December 25th (Continued) 


The present status of the BALLALE airfield is in Comair- 
sopac 260224. 

The MONTPELIER group will arrive at NOUMEA about January 
19. TF 65 less Batdiv 4 is ordered to ESPIRITU SANTO. The ACVs 
are warned to be prepared for further service. 


Further discussion of the AMCHITKA occupation is contained 
in General De Witt's 252050 pink. 


There are no new enemy developments. 




December 26th 


As has been the case for several days, the Pacific Ocean 
areas were generally quiet. SBDs with fighters made a routine 
strike on the MUNDA area. Some zero and AA opposition was encoun¬ 
tered. 

The WAHOO returning from patrol in the Central SOLOMONS 
area reports sinking one I class sub and one 5600 ton AP in mid 
December. 


There are now 161 planes of various types at GUADALCANAL, 
but full operation of these is not yet possible because bulk avgas 
storage is not yet completed. Completion of the tank farm now 
under construction is promised by January 15th. 

The 2nd increment of the 25th Division should arrive at 
GUADALCANAL about the 28th. 

Admiral King says well done to the WAKE bombers, and be¬ 
lieves that attacks should be repeated at irregular intervals not 
only for the effect on WAKE but as prospective cover if and when 
we may wish to follow the attack with assault. We are giving 
consideration to other air attacks on enemy Central Pacific posi¬ 
tions from JOHNSTON and FUNAFUTI. 


Admiral Hepburn will report to Cincpac in a few days to 
conduct an administrative investigation of the 1st Battle of SAVO. 


There are no new enemy developments. 


u 
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December 27th 

". . " 

There were no major sightings in the Pacific Ocean Areas. 

A Southwest Pacific plane saw at least 51 ships anchored at RABAUL. 

No large concentration in the BUIN area has been noted for sometime. 

It appears probable that four Jap subs have been sunk in 
the SOLOMONS SEA area in the past week. 

The NEW ORLEANS arrived at SYDNEY the 24th local. 

While enroute from WAKE to the South Pacific the TRITON 
sank an AK off MOKIL (CAROLINE ISLANDS). 

All Task Forces of the South Pacific Force are in port for 
upkeep and to await developments. 

Army planes over ATTN encountered some AA from that Island. 

A reconnaissance plane had reported float planes at ATTU, but a 
strike sent from ADAK to destroy them was unable to find them. This 
may have been due to radar warning from KISKA. 

Cominch 271750 pink suggests enemy CV employment against 
the HAWAII - MIDWAY line or elsewhere other than the SOLOMONS SEA 
area. This is, of coiirsa. y^lways possible--as was noted herein on 
December 21st. The most 1 ^employment seems to be in connection with 
another major attempt to recapture positions in the Southern SOLOMONS. 
Because of new airfields in the Central SOLOMONS and in NEW GEORGIA, 
the next southward push would involve use of considerable enemy shore 
based air with better fighter coverage than was possible from RABAUL. 

December 28th . 

During the day air strikes from GUADALCANAL sank two AKs at 
WICKHAM ANCHORAGE, NEW GEORGIA. The Pacific Ocean Areas were other¬ 
wise quiet. 

An Army photo reconnaissance plane returning from WAKE landed 
at sea 200 miles southwest of MIDWAY. Rescue is underway. 

The WASMUTH (DMS) broke in tv/o in heavy seas and sank off 
UMNAK ISLAND. 

The enemy probably is reorganizing and training for another 
push toward GUADALCANAL. The carriers are training in EMPIRE Waters. 
The bulk of other surface strength is not located but seems to be 
in the general area between TRUK and HONSHU. 
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December 29th 


There was very little activity in the Pacific during the 
day. GUADALCANAL planes made a strike on enemy installations at 
REKATA. Slight AA was encountered and there were few signs of 
activity there. Comsopac 300627 is an operation summary for the 
past few days. 

Cominch has directed that 6 to 12 PTs now in Sopac be 
sent to ComSWPac for temporary duty. 

Comsopac 300350 gives the plans for troops in the GUADAL¬ 
CANAL area, and his 301223 reports present troops in the GUADAL- 
CANAL-TULAGI area. There seem to be some omissions in the latter 
despatch. The second increment of the 25th Division has arrived 
at GUADALCANAL. 

Sopac Task Forces are still in port with TF 16 and 67 at 
ES'PIRITU SANTO and 11 and 64 at NOUMEA. TF 65 ACVs and escorts were 
due at ESPIRITU SANTO at noon today. Batdiv 4 is at NANDI. 

Comsopac 300602 pink gives a plan for a cruiser and 
destrover bombardment of MUNDA during the night of January 4th 
(local). 


The THOMAS EDISON, which grounded several weeks ago at 
TURTLE ISLAND, can now be considered a total loss. She broke her 
back the 19th. Most of t^ep^cargo, including 48 torpedoes, has 
been salvaged. Even better^salvage results may be expected with 
the arrival of the new salvage vessels in the South Pacific. At 
present ATs with makeshift equipment are employed. 

North Pacific cruisers and DD escort under ReaHT Admiral 
McMorris will make a sweep to the westward from KODIAK during the 
next few days. This is preliminary to the CROWBAR operation now 
scheduled to begin on January 5th. 

There is very little known of present enemy deployment 
and intentions. It is believed that the next major move will be 
toward GUADALCANAL, and that the recently noted developments in 
the NEW GEORGIA Group and the Central SOLOMONS are primarily to 
provide better shore based air coverage. At MUNDA, for example, 
it is now known that bombers can operate on the airfield. About 
half of the enemy carriers are believed about to complete an in¬ 
tensive training operation in the vicinity of HONSHU. The bulk of 
combatant surface strength is thought between TRUK and the Empire. 
Based on this, no major enemy move toward GUADALCANAL would take 
place before January 7th. But Cardiv ONE has been silent for the 
past three days. It may be enroute south. In that case a possible 
enemy target date may be somewhat advanced. Because of lack of 
definite information, the best that can be done is to predict as 
follows: 


(Continued next page) 
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O December 29th . (Continued) 



(a) No major move on GUADALCANAL is to be expected 
before about January 7th. 

Cb ) A ma - jor mov e- o n GUADALC A NAL is-mor e p r obabl e 

t - hat on e- toward NEW GU INEA . 




(c) It is possible, but not probable, that a raid 
in strength will be made in the near future on the 
MIDWAY-HAWAII line or outlying positions in the 
Central Pacific. 


(d) It does not seem probable that much strength 
will be in the North Pacific to interfere with the 
CROWBAR operation. 

u*. 

December 30th . 





Pacific Ocean Areas were generally quiet. Comsopac 
310836. Our submarines are beginning to show improvement in the 
SOLOMONS SEA area. Enemy sources indicate that one of our subs 
sank one ship of a convoy heading from the NEW 3RITAIN area toward 
PALAU and attacked another ship in the convoy about an hour later. 
(In this latter attack two torpedoes passed under the ship without 
exploding. This is further evidence of our very poor torpedo per¬ 
formance) . 


There are no major developments in the SW Pac. Ground 
forces continued to close in on Japs in the BUNA area. The enemy 
undoubtedly is improving and building air facilities on the North 
Coast of NEW GUINEA. 



The press reports increased air and ground action in the 
BURMA theatre. In RUSSIA extravagant reports of success against 
the Germans appear daily in the press. While the RUSSIANS must 
be successful in the present offensive, the degree of that success 
may not be as great as the RUSSIANS report. Little is known of 
our African Campaign. It seems probable that the advance from the 
West has been stopped now that stiff enemy resistance is encounter¬ 
ed. The advance from the East seems to be slowed down, possibly 
due to logistic problems. 


Comairwing WO 310830 resorts a typical strike on MUNDA. 


Our logistic susply and troop replacement program to 

O GUADALCANAL is oroceeding well. The second increment of the 25 th 

Division will be landed by January 3rd. Because of Admiral Halsey's 
300350, noted yesterday, Cincpac sent his 310341 oink to Cominch. 

In this connection it is recorded again that no troops are in sight 
or even contemplated (as far as is known here) successfully to 
complete tasks WO and THREE. We know that, after jungle duty, 

Vj 
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December 30th . (Continued) 

troops are not available again, because of malaria and other causes, 
for from three to six months. Until we have the requisite numbers 
of fresh troops to take and keen up the offensive our situation 
in the SOLOMON SEA Area will ie unsatisfactory from the viewpoint 
of getting along with the war. Results in 1942 are gratifying con¬ 
sidering the fact that we have not had enough tools to work with. 
While we have managed to stop Jap advances toward AUSTRALIA and 
the supply lines thereto, we have not impaired .Tap capacity to de¬ 
fend gains of 1942. To permit Japan to exnloit her present "Far 
East" holdings would prolong the war to the danger point. All 
this means only one thing for 1943 - more tools to work with than 
are now in sight. In addition, we must improve material, such as 
torpedoes and radio. Cincpac 310459 is one more plea for more 
tools. 



No new enemy deployments or intentions are noted 


UK 


De cember 31st . 

For the first time in several days a cruiser - destroyer 
group was sighted in the vicinity of the SHORTLANDS. Bad weather 
In the SOLOMONS area probably was the cause of an ineffective strike 
today on MUNDA and of only a part of the usual daily search. The 
large concentration of shipping continues at RABAUL. We have 81 
merchant type In the NOUMEA-ESPIRITU SANT0-GUDALCANAL area. 


Comsopac 311100(3 parts) is his Op Plan 1-43 in which he 


outlines cover for 6 APs and 1 AK in the GUADALCANAL area January 
3rd to about January 6th. 


Comsopac (010514) plans to develop PORT PURVIS, FLORIDA 


ISLAND as a fleet anchorage. His 011136 gives his plan to relieve 
the 2nd Marine Division at GUADALCANAL and to eliminate the enemy 
there. 

Cominch 311815 pink is a proposal to create a Deputy 
Comsopac to relieve Comsopac of administrative details. 


CTF 8 reports an air strike on KISKA in his 312140. 


Cominch states that the Army Is maintaining the ALEUTIAN P-38 
squadron at twenty-five airplanes. No additional P-38 squadron 
is available at present for assignment to the ALASKAN area. This 
plane Is believed the only pursuit which can ^iq^atisfactorily st 
employed in that area. 


There are no new enemy developments. 



C\T>^ 


•1262 














Command Summary of Fleet Admiral Chester W. Nimitz, USN 

Nimitz "Graybook" 

7 December 1941 - 31 August 1945 

Volume 3 of 8 

Running Estimate and Summary 
maintained by Captain James M. Steele, USN, 

CINCPAC staff at Pearl Harbor, Hawaii, 
covering the period 1 January 1943 to 30 June 1943 

The following document is a digitized representation of materials contained in Series I, 
Subseries A (original copies), of Coll. 505, Papers of Fleet Admiral Chester W. Nimitz, USN, 
maintained by the Archives Branch of the Naval History and Heritage Command, 
Washington, DC. The Command Summary, commonly referred to as the ''Graybook" 
contains the CINCPAC (Commander in Chief, United States Pacific Fleet) staffs "running 
estimate of the situation" and summary of command decisions, as well as key dispatches 
received or originated by CINCPAC headquarters. 

The 8 volumes are paginated as follows: 

Volume 1 (7 December 1941 to 31 August 1942): pages 1 - 861 
Volume 2 (1 September 1942 to 31 December 1942): pages 862 - 1262 
Volume 3 (1 January 1943 to 30 June 1943): pages 1263 - 1612 
Volume 4 (1 July 1943 to 31 December 1943): pages 1613 - 1830 
Volume 5 (1 January 1944 to 31 December 1944): pages 1831 - 2485 
Volume 6 (1 January 1945 to 1 July 1945): pages 2486 - 3249 
Volume 7 (1 July 1945 to 31 August 1945): pages 3250 - 3548 

Volume 8 (Selected dispatches concerning the period 30 December 1941 - 30 April 1942 
and pertaining to the Battle of Midway): pages are not sequentially numbered. Note: 

Volume 8 contains dispatch copies, many of which were poorly reproduced at the time of 
compilation. Some portions are illegible. 

Digitization of the Nimitz Graybook was carried out in 2012 as a cooperative effort between 
the Naval War College and the Naval History and Heritage Command. Digitization was 
overseen by the Naval War College Library. Funding was provided by the Naval War College 
Foundation, Newport, Rhode Island, with donations received from the Naval Order of the 
United States and several individual Foundation members. 

This PDF file contains a searchable text layer generated by OCR at the time of 
digitization. The OCR text is "uncorrected” and cannot be relied upon as an accurate 
transcript, but is included for whatever search utility it may provide. A future digital 
edition may include a complete and accurate transcription. 

Any previously classified content herein was reviewed and declassified appropriately at the 
Naval History and Heritage Command Archives, in accordance with U.S. federal 
declassification authority. This document is in the public domain. 


United States Naval War College, Newport, RI 
2013 







0 


O 


0 


'Vj 





•* ^ EC i ^ cC !F , F.O 


WAR PLANS 

CINCPAC FILES 

1*>E€RE¥- 

DECLASSIFIED 

Captain Steele’s "RUNNING ESTIMATE 

SUBJECT. and SUMMARY", covering the period: 


FILE 


1 January 19A3. to 30 June 1943 . 




H 

O 


VjJ 

o 


VO 

-F- 

VjJ 


JACKET NO.. FROM . 


























o 


£ PPM) f) bib ^y tom ft #y 

F/e.*/- fiJ/H.Vi/ C .Ui. N/'tort 2 — / 




e* 


3toX T/H/e- 

) <3>V /f/s - 3* «&* /W* 




mt* /.Jl 


^Hfts /j <s _ /6/U 























DECLASSIFIED 

-SECRET 
January 1st, 



rv 



For the first time in days a group of enemy combatant 
ships was sighted and attacked in the NEW GEORGIA area. During 
the afternoon a group of 10 DDs was sighted west of MUNDA on a 
southeasterly course. 6 B-17’s bombed from 20000 feet. This 
was a waste of effort. Probability of hits on DDs at such al¬ 
titude is about zero. About six pirn, (local) SBD’s from GUADAL¬ 
CANAL attacked and report one hit on two DDs and a near miss on 
a third. Toward midnight DDs were reported off CAPE ESPERANCE 
but no further clarifying report was received. The Japs planned 
to bomb GUADALCANAL during the night but no report of this has 
been received from our forces. TF 11 and 16 were placed on 4 
hours notice. 


Comsopac 020702 gives moves of TF 64 and 67 
AP unloading at GUADALCANAL next week. 


during the 


Comairsopac 020410 pink gives his latest nlan to cover 
the moves of the CL - DD group which will bombard MUNDA on the 
4th. Also, his 020720 and 020730 pink is the plan to cover APs 
enroute GUADALCANAL on the 3rd. 



Cincpac 012335 oink forms TF 19, which is mainly composed 
of APs, and directs the move to the SW Pac from PANAMA. 


Comsopac 010918 is an ooeration summary for J^is area. 

Most of the information contained therein was obtained'Tr&n inter¬ 
cepted traffic. 


After conversations between General MacArthur and General 
Vandegrift, permission was granted to move the First Marine Div- 

O ision to MELBOURNE for rehabilitation. The 7th Marines will be 
sent to MELBOURNE when withdrawn from GUADALCANAL in the next 
few days. 

General Marshall states that current nonavailability 
precludes the possibility of assigning an additional heavy bombard¬ 
ment group to the Hawaiian area, but that he heartily concurs in 
the desirability of continuing long range bombing missions with 
present means. It is noted that General DeV/itt is not satisfied 
with the refusal to send more P-38*s to ALASKA and offers to send 
some from his West Coast squadrons. He thinks his West Coast air 
strength is already too low. Just why this should be so is not 
clear here. Their combat employment within range of West Coast 
airfields seems the remotest kind of possibility at this time. 

CTF 8 012038 reports another strike on KISKA. 



(Continued) 
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January 1st . (Continued) 

Corainch 3H405 pink is concerned over the progress of 
' the war in the SOLOMONS. Cincpac 020217 pink again makes a 

plea for tools to work with. The bottleneck is troops adequately 
trained for our Pacific war. 



There is a possibility that CVs are now enroute from the 
Empire to the 3ISMARK area. If that is true we can expect another 
Southward push in the next week or so. , 

January 2nd . — 


Comsopac 021044, 030536, and 030703 are operation summaries 
for his area for the past two days. 


Commencing at 2340 flocal off northwest GUADALCANAL, eleven 
TULAGI PT's engaged eight enemy DDs. These DDs are presumed to 
be the "Tokyo Express" which had been attacked by our planes at 
1800 (local) near MUNDA the previous afternoon. 6 PT’s attained 
firing position, and of 18 torpedoes fired one hit was claimed on 
one DD and three probable hits reported on two others. The DDs 
dropped overboard a quantity of supplies in watertight containers 
in the hope that at least some would drift to the beach. No 
troops were seen landing. At daylight PTs and PCs destroyed all 
of these supplies sighted. 



Nine SBDs with fighter cover took off from GUADALCANAL at 
0500 (local) to search for and attack the DDs thought retiring 
from GUADALCANAL after the PT action. They were unable to locate 
the DDs out delivered an attack on the MUNDA airport at 0725 
(local). Heavy AA fire was encountered but all planes returned 
safely. a 

/ 

The morning search from GUADALCANAL found 8 DDs at 0700 
(local) between CH0ISEUL and NEW GEORGIA retiring towards BUIN at 
high speed. Thus the combined air and PT attacks are presumed to 
have sunk two enemy DDs. 


Last night two Catalinas were over MUNDA from 2300 to 0300 
(local). During that tine four 500 pounders were dropped to har¬ 
ass the enemy. The same night the enemy had 3 planes singly over 
GUADALCANAL from 2200 to 0120 (local) and dropped a few bombs on 
our positions. Damage was not reported. 


At 1220 (local) 6 326s from GUADALCANAL escorted by eight 
P39s dropped 15 500-oounders on MTTNDA from 17000 feet. Heavy AA 
was encountered and one B26 was shot down. 


At 1340 (local) 5 317s from GUADALCANAL made a strike on 
ships in the BUIN - T0N0LEI area. Of 23 ships reported at least 
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January 2nd . (Continued) 

eleven are thought cruisers or destroyers. All bombs were 
dropped on the largest combatant type, scoring near misses. 
Heavy AA was encountered from the ships but all planes returned 
to GUADALCANAL. 

Reports continue to be received of minor enemy activity 
in the NEW GEORGIA group. The landing strip at BALLALE (SHORT- 
LAND area) is now considered in commission. 

Comsopac has started a project, to lay a cable between 
GUADALCANAL and TULAGI, with an extension to PORT PURVIS. 

The PORPOISE on patrol northeast of HONSHU reports 
sinking at least one AK in a convoy which was attacked on 
January first. 


O 


o 





CTF 8 now estimates that the D Day for the CROWBAR 
operation cannot be earlier than January 11th. 

The RUSSIANS desire bunkering arrangements for both 
coal and oil at DUTCH HARBOR. The feasibility of this is be¬ 
ing investigated. 

We are still very much in the dark concerning enemy 
intentions and developments. However, many signs point to an 
early major push toward GUADALCANAL. No major threat in the 
Central or North Pacific seems probable. 

0 ^ 

January 3rd, 

Catalinas continued their nightly harassing over MUNDA 
from 2400 to 0200. The daily 317 sent to harass the BUIN area 
during the night was turned back by the weather out dropped 8 
500-pounders on MUNDA area at 0500. At 1714 (local) 12 SBD’s 
escorted by 16 fighters dropped 12 500-pounders and 24 100-pound¬ 
ers on AA positions, taxiways, and runways at MUNDA. AA fire 
was noticeably lighter than yesterday. All planes returned 
safely. A search plane saw 4 or 5 of the B26 crew shot down 
yesterday on the beach 10 miles south of REND0VA Harbor. 

On GUADALCANAL minor actions continued. Our forces 
captured a field niece in the AUSTEN area and gained high ground 
in the enemy rear. 6 Jap counterattacks were repulsed during 
which 150 of the enemy were killed. 

The final increment of the 25th Division has been landed 
at GUADALCANAL. 
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(Continued) 



Comsopac 040442 and 040322 are operation orders for 
Task Forces 16 and 65 . Task Force 11 was placed on 2 hours 
notice at NOUMEA. The fast battleships are operating to the 
south of GUADALCANAL to cover the retirement of the cruiser - 
destroyer bombardment of MUNDA. This bombardment is scheduled 
for midnight tonight (local). 


Coast watchers report 340 Japs in the vicinity of WICK¬ 
HAM anchorage. It has been evident for some time that small 
groups of the enemy have landed throughout the NEW GEORGIA group. 


A Jap plane reported a Blue force south of CRISTOBAL 
ISLAND. While this force can not be identified definitely, it 
is believed to be transports retiring from GUADALCANAL to ESPIR- 
ITU SANTO. 



The THOMAS EDISON and the GREBE were completely de¬ 
stroyed by a hurricane at TURTLE ISLAND on January 2nd. 

General Hannon suggests that instead of laying a cable 
between GUADALCANAL and TULAGI, needs can be fulfilled by use 
of M teletype links between GUADALCANAL, TULGAI, and PORT PUR¬ 
VIS. The War Department has been requested by General Harmon 
to ship 2 complete equipments to GUADALCANAL by air with neces¬ 
sary engineers and technicians to install and operate them. 


Comsopac’s reply to Cominch’s proposal for a Deputy Com' 
mander South Pacific Area is contained in his 030439 pink. 



The WAKE photo plane is now considered lost. Intensive 
search daily since December 28th has been negative. 

As the gasoline situation at GUADALCANAL is now satis¬ 
factory for the operation of B17’s, Admiral Halsey has requested 
the return from AUSTRALIA of the 5th and 11th groups (Comsopac 
032329). General MacArthur stated that he would return them to 
CACTUS on the 5th or 6th (local), weather permitting. 


There are no significant changes in the BUNA area. Ap¬ 
parently our forces trapped the Japs there three days ago and 
will eliminate them in due course. 


O 

o 


General DeWitt has ordered a squadron of P38's from his 
command to ALASKA to reinforce the pursuits in the ALEUTIANS. 

On entering CRISTOBAL, the CHARLES CARROLL, which is 
flagship of a transport group enroute to the Sopac, struck an 
Army mine. Her thrust blocks and steering gear were damaged to 
the extent that the ship can not proceed with the transport 
group. 
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January 3rd . (Continued) 

In a despatch to Cominch General MacArthur states his 
desire to supply medicine and ammunition to guerillas in the 
Philippines and NEI, and requests that 3 submarines be detailed 
for this duty. While this is a worth while employment for sub¬ 
marines and second only to sinking enemy ships, it does not seem 
desirable to divert our modern submarines now being employed on 
patrol in enemy waters. Cincpac will propose that the (Ex) VI, 

2 and 3 be made available for this duty. 


Indications continue that the enemy is now preparing 
for a major push toward GUADALCANAL. It seems probable that . 
one or more carriers are now in the vicinity of TRUK enroute 
further south. „ v 

January 4th. 


CTF 67 050405 describes his bombardment of MUNDA. Our 
harassing Catalinas over MUNDA observed the bombardment and re¬ 
ported it to be very effective. At 0940 (local) tho MUNDA Task fevce 
ftroup was attacked, south of GUADALCANAL, by 10 dive bombers and 
15 zeros. The report of 10 dive bombers was received from GUADAL¬ 
CANAL but the report of CTF 67 only records about five. The attack 
resulted in one hit on No. 3 turret of the ACHILLES. GUADALCANAL 
planes intercepted the attacking enemy planes and report shooting 
down 4 bombers v/ith 2 probable, - thus accounting for the difference 
noted above. 


CTF 64 reported being trailed by 4 Jap planes while 
operating SW of GUADALCANAL during the early afternoon. 

Comsopac 050045 is an operations summary for the day. 

At 1040 local nine B-26’s from GUADALCANAL made a strike 
on MUNDA. 7-500#, 7-120#, and 48-100# bombs were dropped from 
10,000 feet. No AA fire was received from MUNDA and damage was 
not observed. The crew of the B-26 shot down off MUNDA two days 
ago was rescued by the GRAYBACK. 

At 1600 local , 5 B-17’s escorted by 6 P-38's dropped 20 one 
thousand pounders on one CA at BUIN. The bombing altitude was 
18,000 feet and no hits were scored. The P-38'3 were attacked 
by about 25 float biplanes and zeros. The score was 3 sure and 
2 possible enemy VFs shot down against our loss of two P-38's. 

The 7th Marines have been withdrawn from GUADALCANAL 
and are now enroute MELBOURNE. 


Comsopac 040702 is the operation order for TG 66.7. 
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January 4th . (Continued) 
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Comamphforsopac 041242 notes the vastly improved unloading: 
of ships at GUADALCANAL. 8 



Cincpac 050009 suggests that Admiral Halsey’s plan to re¬ 
lease the NEW MEXICO and MISSISSIPPI In the next few days be re¬ 
considered as this may take them away before the Impending enemy 
6 f*f 02? t • 




Cincpac and Comsopac both believe the set-up for a Deputy 
Comsopac most desirable. Cincpac recommended early adoption to 
Cominch and requested Admiral Halsey to made his nomination. 

The comment requested by Cominch on the proposal to aid 
guerillas In the Philippines and NEI is contained in Cincpac 
050057. 


We continue to be In doubt regarding major enemy deploy¬ 
ments and intentions. We believe that some CVs may be south of 
TRUK and that the bulk of Jap combatant strength is in the TRUK - 
EMPIRE area. But as the Japs have changed nearly all ciphers 
our educated guesses are not a s reliable as they have been. 


Admiral Halsey is experiencing trouble in obtaining suit¬ 
able buildings for his headquarters from the French Governor at 
NOUMEA. The situation is explained in Cincpac 050757 to Cominch. 


January 5th . 


Cam* 


' 

W 


There were two major sightings during the day. The first 
at 1100 (local), just south of NEW BRITAIN consisted of 4 APs 
escorted by 2 cruisers and 4 destroyers, on course 240° speed 12. 
The second was report by the SARGO at 1500 (local) of a fleet 
carrier with 1 DD escort just east of the ADMIRALTY ISLANDS, on 
course south speed 17.5 knots. It is significant that only one 
destroyer was seen escorting this carrier. 


8 B17s with fighter escort attacked ships and shore instal¬ 
lations in the BUIN area at 1230 (local). 12 float biplanes 
followed the fortresses but did not intercept. 8 type 2-zeros 
were sighted over NEW GEORGIA but did not attack. 




A routine strike on MUNDA from CACTUS was turned back on 
account of bad weather. At 1020 (local) 7 F4Fs over MUNDA at 
18,000 feet received no AA and saw no planes in the air. The 
field was not observed. 

Most gratifying reports from submarines were received 
during the day. The PLUNGER reported that during landing opera¬ 
tions at MUNDA bar on the night of December 16th she sank 1 DD, 
and on the night of the 17th 1 more DD. The GRAYBACK sank 4 

( ^ 
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January 5th. (Continued) 

barges on Christinas Day with 50 caliber off SHORTLANDS and 
later sank: 1 submarine south of RENDOVA. The HALIBUT, on patrol 
off the north tip of HONSHU reports having sunk 1 AP and 3 AKs. 

Comsopac 060252 gives the dispositions of Task Forces 
which were covering AP operations in the GUADALCANAL area from 
the 4th to 6th of January. Comsopac 060712 gives the composi¬ 
tions of Task Forces 65 and 66.7. This modifies his 040322, noted 
day before yesterday, and results in the retention of the NEW 
MEXICO and MISSISSIPPI in the Sopac. Admiral H s a'& Sfy raised the 
question as to the length of time Batdiv 3 will remain in 
southern waters as he has stripped Batdiv 3 of considerable 
equipment in order to build up Batdiv 4. 

Comsopac 060732 provides for coverage by Task Force 65 
of damaged cruisers enroute to PEARL. 

Comtaskfor 19 has shifted his flag to the THOMAS JEF¬ 
FERSON because of previously reported damage by an Army mine 
to the CHARLES CARROLL, and will depart from BALBOA for the 
South and Southwest Pacific tomorrow. 

KODIAK 060450 reports an attack on an enemy AK approach¬ 
ing KISKA. 

The War Department has disapproved General DeWitt’s 
proposal to send an additional P 38 squadron from the 4th Air 
Force to ALASKA because of urgent demands from other theaters 
of higher priority. 

Comsowespac 050525 is the comment on the proposal to 
supply guerillas in the Phillipines and NEI by submarine. 

While the enemy appears to be strengthening positions 
in northeast NEW GUINEA there is no indication of any lack of 
interest in the southern SOLOMONS. Signs continue to point to 
an impending attack in the GUADALCANAL area. Based on this 
estimate, no major threat is seen in the Hawaiian area or in 
the North Pacific. 
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January 6th . 

Routine air strikes were made on the MUNDA, _BUIN, and 
RABAUL areas. F.V -Sac planes reoort direct hits on nRfrrff "' shins 
at RABAUL. The group of 2 cruisers, 4 DDs and 2 APs tracked 
from NE"' BRITAIN toward LAS was attacked by SW Pac planes and 
one AP was reported on fire. 

TP 65, escorting the damaged PENSACOLA and MINNEA¬ 
POLIS, departed from ESPIPITU SANTO in accordance with orders 
noted yesterday. TF 16 and 67 arrive tomorrow at ESPIRITU 
SANTO. 64 is enroute to NOUMEA. TF 11 will exercise 

at sea for three days in accordance with Comsopac 070402. 

The Central and North Pacific areas were quiet. 

Cominch 052215 revises the procedure in making 
damage reports to assist in earliest possible restoration 
of ships to service. 

Comsonac 060347 is a proposal to relieve the 4th 
Defense battalion now at ROSES with Army troops from BORA 
BORA. Cincpac 070731 renuests further information on the proposal. 

General DeWitt 052359 gives a plan to commence train¬ 
ing of two regimental combat teams in amphibious warfare at 
FORT 0RD on January 15th. 

There are no new enemy developments. 

January 7th . 

Activity in the South Pacific was limited to routine 
air strikes in the central SOLOMONS and minor patrol action on 
GUADALCANAL. A routine strike was made on KISKA. The central 
Pacific area was quiet. 

The MINNEAPOLIS lost power because of leaky tubes in 
her two serviceable boilers and is being towed to ESPIRITU 
SANTO by the VIRE0. 

Comsopac 072213 gives procedure for carriers operat¬ 
ing together when an air attack is imminent. 

Cominch 071245 proposes a commander for PT squadrons 
in the SoPac to supervise and coordinate training, tactical 
developments, and operational plans. Cincpac has requested 
Admiral Halsey’s comments on this proposal. 

General DeWitt reports troops to be trained and a pro¬ 
posal for a joint directive for the reduction and occupation of 
iCISKA in his 080220. The references in this despatch are in¬ 
cluded in this summary. 
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January 7th. 

The group of cruisers, destroyers, and transports noted 
yesterday approaching the LAE area apparently reached its des¬ 
tination. 


Cominch 071515 gives War Department readiness and 
material for Ferry Route Bases. 


Admiral Halsey has nominated Rear Admiral Wilkinson 
as Deputy Comsopac. 


It is beginning to seem possible that the enemy has 
changed from the offensive to the strategic defensive in the 
NEW GUINEA - NEW BRITAIN - SOLOMONS area. The completion of 
airfields, fortifications, and troop and nlane deployments in 
that area would release carrier striking forces for operations 
in other areas. On this basis, the threat of raids on our ex¬ 
posed positions may become more real in the next month or so. 

January 8th. 




The most Important development of the day is the request 
of the Joint Chiefs of Staff made to General MacArthur for his 
plans for carrying out Tasks 2 and 3 in the NEW GUINEA - NEW 
BRITAIN - SOLOMONS area. (See Gen'l. Marshall 090053 pink). 


Major Pacific Fleet reinforcements are seen in Cominch 
081600 pink. This totals one carrier, one battleship, one 
cruiser, seven destroyers. 


Comsopac 082234 pink is a proposal to build up two task 
forces, each around three ACVs. Also, he strongly concurs with 
Cominch proposal to set-up a Commander, PT Squadrons, and can 
supply all officers from his area. Three tenders for the PTs 
are recommended, 1 -e.d*- wktMa 1 lot'll or 

The Bureau of Aeronautics has requested the cooperation 
of a DD, ACV, and if possible a cruiser or battleship in Southern 
CALIFORNIA waters in producing a training film on abandoning ship. 
Cominch approves the project in principle. 

Activity during the day in the SOLOMONS was limited to 
routine searches and strikes on enemy positions. Comsopac 
080829 and 090638 are his operations summaries. 

From conflicting reports it is now estimated by Vice 
Admiral Carpender that the convoy sighted and attacked approach¬ 
ing LAE via the south coast of NEW BRITAIN day before yesterday 
consisted of 1 CL, 4 DD and 5 merchant type. In the repeated air 
attacks on this group in the past three days the following results 
are reported: one AP sunk enroute LAE; two AP sunk or severely 
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January Oth. (Continued) 

damaged at LAE; one direct hit on one AP while retiring; 69 VP 
definitely destroyed; 28 VP probably destroyed, 40 VP damaged; 
own losses 6 planes lost, 31 damaged. If correct this is a 
remarkable performance and any troops and supplies landed cost 
the enemy a high price. 

Comsopac proposes to lay a mine field just outside the 
100 fathom curve approximately parallel to the coast line be¬ 
tween TASSAPORANGA and CAPE ESPERANCE. 


Cominch 081930 is a plan for Karine reinforcements for 
the South Pacific Area during February. 

Because of need of yard overhaul for the SWORDFISH and 
SNAPPER immediately Comsubsopac requestgAone sub as replacement 
from Comsubpac. This was not approved by Cincpac as it is in¬ 
advisable further to reduce patrols in Jap Empire waters. 

't'ravAmg 

Cincpac 090342 is a joint plan for the assault and 
occupation of KISKA. A 


DOG day for the occupation of AKCHITKA is January 11th. 


Aside from continued Indications that the enemy is active 
in strengthening and developing positions in the SOLOMONS and 
Northern NEW GUINEA there are no significant enemy developments. 

. Ivfh- ^ 


January 9th . 


Routine air activities in the central SOLOMONS were 
hampered by bad weather. Comsopac 100614 is an operations 
summary for his area. The Tokyo Express of eight DDs was 
reported to be expected In the GUADALCANAL area about 2300 
local, but no report of its arrival was made. Ground activity 
on GUADALCANAL was limited to natrolling reconnaissance and 
disposition for an offensive. Minor bombing of enemy troop 
positions there was carried out. 


Comsopac 090432 and 100352 lAi- a reorganization of task 
forces in the South Pacific. His 100042 establishes a DD 
striking group based in the GUADALCANAL area. 

_ wlvck. 

Cominch 092009 gives development* approved for BOBCAT 
on October 28th. A 



fiAV\ 
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The Central and North Pacific areas were quiet 
There were no new enemy developments. 












January 10th. 


r\ 


r\ 


The Tokyo Express, mentioned yesterday, arrived off 
GUADALCANAL about midnight. Meagre reports show that our PTs 
intercepted in the vicinity of SAVO. Damage inflicted is not 
reported, but we lost two PTs. It seems probable that the 
enemy was partially successful in this operation. The 25th 
Division has commenced a reconnaissance in force in the MOUNT 
AUSTEN region on GUADALCANAL* The enemy dropped five bombs on 
our Marines during the night. Weather prevented a strike on 
the Express the following daylight. Other areas were quiet. 

The ACHILLES damage, received January 4th, is limited to 
turret 3. She will be retained with TF 67 for the present. 

Comsopac. has recommended that a Flag Officer be ordered 
to command land'^raft flotillas in his area. Cincpac approves. 

CTF 8 092354 is recommendation^ to reinforce ALASKAN Air. 

H.M.S. VICTORIOUS will sail from NORFOLK for PEARL about 
February 2nd. One month operational training at PEARL is planned. 

DOG Day for the AMCHITKA operation has been postponed until 
January 12th because of bad weather. 

Submarine operations in the JAPAN SEA are under consider¬ 
ation. The difficulty there will be keeping our subs from 
damaging the RUSSIANS and being damaged by them. 

After a conference with members of his staff today Admiral 
Nimitz decided to offer to confer v/ith General MacArthur and 
Admiral Halsey concerning plans for Tasks TWO and THREE. NOUMEA 
is the first offer by Admiral Nimitz for the meeting point, and 
he can arrive there by the 17th local. This date is suggested 
because of his desire to meet the Secnav, who arrives at PEARL 
the 12th. If General MacArthur refuses to go to NOUMEA, Admirals 
Nimitz and Halsey are willing to go to BRISBANE. General MacArthur 
replied to this offer stating that he is awaiting further advice 
from WASHINGTON with reference to the basic subject matter invol¬ 
ved which, he says, should precede any conference with regard to 
operational action. 

There are no new enemy developments. 
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January 11th . 

Ground activity on GUADALCANAL is progressing satis¬ 
factorily with air considerably assisting the reconnaissance 
in force now underway. The planned offensive is scheduled to 
commence January 17 (local). Bad weather curtailed routine 
air operations in the Central SOLOMONS. It is possible that 
one DD of the Tokyo Express, v/hich visited GUADALCANAL two 
days ago, was sunk. 

The SHAW grounded 1.5 miles S.E. of EULARI PASSAGE, 
NOUMEA yesterday and was severely damaged. Salvage is under¬ 
way. 


The GRAMPUS has reported sinking 2-3 APs, one AK and 
1 DD while on patrol in the SOLOMONS area. 


Reports continue to be received of Jap efforts to 
strengthen their positions in the SOLOMONS and NEW GEORGIA 
Islands. There are no new enemy developments. 


January 12th. 









The Secretary of the Navy arrived at PEARL where he 
will commence an inspection of the Pacific Ocean Areas. Accompanied 
by CinC Pac, he plans to leave the 14th by air for outlying 
positions and expects to make BRISBANE the western limit of 
his inspection. 

Again today routine searches and strikes in the central 
SOLOMONS were hampered by bad weather. There were no major sightings 
except large concentrations of enemy ships at RABAUL and in the 
SHORTLANDS area. Ground activity on GUADALCANAL is proceeding 
satisfactorily, preparing for the offensive scheduled for 
January 17th (Local). 

Taskforces 65 and 69 arrived at NANDI. TP 18 is 
scheduled to arrive at HAVANNAH HARBOR, EFATE the 16th, local. 

Cominch has deferred the program to replace PBY’s in 
the Pacific with PBM-3c airplanes. The War Department advises 
no air reenforcements for the ALEUTIANS are in prospect except 
for the 12 P-38's being winterized and the 8 B-25's enroute. 

(Cominch 122050). 

CTF 8 reports that the occupation of AMCHITKA is pro¬ 
ceeding on schedule. A plane reported that the ’WORDEN foundered 
at AMCHI7KA, 
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There v/ere no new enemy developments. 
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January 13th. 

The schedule for inspection of outlying positions by 
Secnav and Cincpac is in Cincpac 130445, except that the .BRISBANE 
visit probably is cancelled. 

The TOKYO express of 8 DDs was reported enroute GUADAL- 
CANAL but no word of its arrival has been received. It would 
be opnosed by the PT patrol near SAVO and 5 DDs based in the 
TTTLAGI area. Enemy planes were reported over GUADALCANAL last 
night. 


The BALLALE airstrip is now reported surfaced but no 
planes were seen on it. There are some indications of airfield 
construction underway near CAPE MABIRI, BOUGAI’TVILLE. The 
KAVIENG field is being improved. 

The ARTHUR MIDDLETON went aground at AMCTITKA. Troops 
of the CROWBAR operation had been landed. Efforts to float the 
vessel are underway. 

No new enemy developments are seen. 

Comsowespac 131131*is General MacArthur’s amnlification 
of his conception of his -July despatch regarding Tasks TWO and 
THREE. If a conference with Admirals Nimitz and Halsey is held - 
which General MacArthur discourages - BRISBANE is suggested as 
the meeting place. 

v An e^tima^e of th\ SOLOMON'S offerieive was ^omcleted to¬ 
day asjd willXe given to Admiral Pfelsev for\whatever\it ma^s.be 
worth. n ^ v N 

January 14th . 

The TOKYO Express of nine DDs ran last night as expected. 
While early reports give partial account of own attacks, it is 
not known whether or not the enemy was successful in making a 
landing at GUADALCANAL. During the night TULAGI Catalinas 
tracked and attacked the DDs. Beginning after daylight and con¬ 
tinuing during the day strikes were made from GUADALCANAL. Hits 
were claimed by GBDs and PBYs, and near misses by B17s. The net 
result seems to be two enemy DDs damaged. 

Ground action on GUADALCANAL is progressing favorably. 

Our submarine near PALAO attacked a convoy enroute from 
there to DAVAO and succeeded in sinking two marus. 
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'anuary 14-th. (Continued) 


No further word was received regarding the CROWBAR 
operation. 

It continues to be indicated that the enemy is forming 
up for major operations in the South. No major moves.in any 
other direction are seen. 

The Secnav and Admiral Nimitz departed for MIDWAY, - 
the first stop of their inspection trip. 

(V c 

January 15th . <^6- " 

Routine air strikes, searches, and photo missions were 
completed in the Central SOLOMONS. Our planes over MUNDA re¬ 
ceived heavy AA, and report the landing strip in use. Again 
it is demonstrated that bombardment and bombing of enemy air¬ 
fields can be expected to nut the fields out of commission for 
a few hours. 

Enemy harassing planes were over our GUADALCANAL posi¬ 
tions during the night. Land operations there are progressing. 
An offense is scheduled for the lBth local and will be pre¬ 
ceded by bombardment from four DDs. 

Admiral Halsey is not satisfied with the reception ac¬ 
corded to the last Tokyo Express. No interception was reported 
by the PTs and DDs and air failed to attack effectively during 
the approach. 

There is a shortare of torpedoes for the SoPac PTs. 

A command embracing ?T squadrons and their tenders in 
SoPac has been approved by Cominch. 

The 10th Defense Battalion will be sent from PEARL to 
ESPIRITU SAHTC, available for transfer to forward positions. 

The SHAW has been refloated and placed in the floating 
dry dock at NOUMEA. Damage was extensive and the ship will 
require navy yard repairs. 

The MIDDLETON which grounded at AMCHITKA is in a bad 
way. Enginerooms and firerooms are flooded, and the gale which 
caused her grounding has not abated. No further word has been 
received regarding the reported loss of the 'WORDEN. Aside from 
this the CROWBAR operation is' proceeding satisfactorily. 



There are no new enemy developments. 
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January 15, 1943* 


ESTIMATE OF THE SITUATION 

-sSYcMilf TsYaTO- 


I. ESTABLISHMENT OF THE BA3IS FOR SOLUTION OF THE PROBLEM . 

A. Suitability as to the Appropriate Effect Desired . 

(1) Summary of the Situation . 

By heavy surfaoe losses Inflicted, particularly dur¬ 
ing the last three months of 1942, carrier losses pre¬ 
viously inflicted, and continual victories over the 
enemy’s aircraft, we have secured effective oommand of 
the air and probable oommand of the sea In the GUADAL¬ 
CANAL area. 


The situation at the GUADALCANAL - TOLAGI base is 
favorable, but before It can be considered satisfactory 
the following remains to be done: 

(a) Relief of the 2nd Marine Division, and provision 
for orderly replacements of tired and siok Army 
troops. 

(b) Liquidation of remaining Japs (about 15,000). 

(o) Completion of storage ashore, particularly for 
aviation gasoline. 

(d) Completion of landing strips and facilities now 
underway and projected. 

(e) Provide aircraft to capacity of airfields and 
complete the program to maintain these fields 
saturated with aircraft. 

(f) Provide adequate unloading facilities at beaohes, 
with roads, vehicles, etc., to expedite distri¬ 
bution. 


(g) Develop PORT PURVIS as a large anchorage. 



- 1 - 


1277 












DM05 





Our 


(a) 


(b) 


other adjacent bases: 

E5PIRITU SANTO Is an excellent supporting point. 
Development there to major proportions is underway. 
It must be defended strongly. 

NOUMEA Is under development as a major base. With 
the development of E3PIRITU 3ANT0 and the comple¬ 
tion of projects in the GUADALCANAL area, NOUMEA 
will decrease in importance. 


(o) EFATE is a minor base overshadowed by E3PIRITU 
SAN^O and NOUMEA but offers dispersal facilities 
for aircraft and surface ships. 



(d) FIJI is of importance mainly as a staging point. 


Enemy bases: 


(a) A first class base at RABAUL with three airfields 
in the immediate vicinity^ plus one at GASMATA, 
south oentral coast NEW BRITAIN. 

(b) KAVTENG to the northward Is known to be under 
continuous development. 

(o) BUKA has an air strip and Is being developed fur¬ 
ther. 

(d) ICIETA is inactive but can be used with relatively 
small effort. 





(e) The BUIN - FAI3I - SHORTLAND area is a staging 
point of major proportions. An active airfield 
is located at BuIN and one has been completed at 
BALLAIE. 

(f) Development of unknown proportions is underway at 
NUMA NUMA. 

(g) In the NEW GEORGIA group, MUNDA is an active air¬ 
field and the area is being, developed. Other pro¬ 
jects are reported at VIRU f WICKHAM ANCHORAGE, 
GIZO, and other minor points. 

(h) REKATA BAY is an active seaplane base and is be¬ 
ing strengthened. 
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(i) Several bases are under development on the north 
coast of NEW GUINEA, such as FIN3CHHAVEN, MADANG, 
and WEWAK. The enemy oontlnues to operate from 
the LAE - 3ALAMAUA area. In the BUNA region It 
appears that our forces have effective control. 

During the past months the enemy has been developing 
the oentral XLOMONS area and the northeast coast of NEW 
GUINEA. Our forces have been developing the GUADALCANAL 
area and supporting positions. ViTien adequate forces are 
available we propose to continue our offensive with a view 
to the final defeat of the enemy. 

(2) Recognition of the Incentive. 

The broad tasks for the Pacific Ocean Areas are set forth 
in 'WPL-46-PC. 

Operations in the SOLOMONS Area are under the broad direc¬ 
tion of the Joint Chiefs of Staff. Their last directive, 
dated July 2, 1942, provided for the recapture of the NEW 
GUINEA - BISMARK - SOLOMONS AREA in three tasks; 

TASK ONE - seizure and occupation of 3ANTA Ci.UZ IS¬ 
LANDS’,' WlaGI and adjacent positions. 

TASK TWO - seizure and occupation of the remainder 
of the s'ti'iJOKfON ISLAND'', LAE, SALaMAUA and northeast coast 
of NEW GUINEA. 

TASK THREE - seizure and occupation of RABAUL and ad¬ 
jacent positions in the NEW GUINEA - NEW IRELAND area. 

(3) Appreciation of the Assigned Objective . 

Task ONE, not yet completed, ia under the direction of the 
Commander in Chief, U. S. Pacific Fleet. Authority was obtained 
by the Commander in Chief, U. S. Pacific Fleet, to delay the 
occupation of the SANTA CRUZ ISLANDS at discretion of Commander 
South Pacific Force. This project may be considered abandoned, 
at least for the time being. 

The Supreme Commander, Southwest Pacific Area, has been 
directed to submit a plan for Tasks TWO and THREE to the Joint 
Chiefs of Staff. 

The conception of working toward vital enemy territory via 
RABAUL is based on WPL-46-PC and this plan visualizes that the 
Pacific campaign would be in four stages: 
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01® - Consolidation of own bases, and preparation for 
offensive operations. 

TWO - Recapture of the SOLOMON SEA area followed by at¬ 
trition attacks in the CAROLINES and MarghaT,T,51 . 

three - Seizure of the CAROLINES and MARSHALLS . 

ROHR - Advance into the NETHERLANDS EAST INDIES or PHILIP¬ 
PINES. N - - 





Stage ONE is now merging with the initiation of stage 
TAO. Offensive operations of stage TAP commenced August 
7, 1942, but have not been projected farther than the 
area and along the northeast coast of NEW 

gWiMea . - 

(4) Formation of the Mission . 

It is expeoted that the directive for Tasks TtiO and 
THREE, if reissued by the Joint Chiefs of Staff, will 
contain the specific tasks and purpose of the second 
stage of the Pacific Campaign. No material change Is 
expeoted. 

(5) Scope of this Estimate . 

The course of the Pacific war to date has made the 
GUADALCANAL area the point of contaot with the enemy in 
the eastern SOLOMONS SEA area and the natural jumping 
off place for 'the advance up the SOLOMON ISLANDS. This 
estimate is limited to a study of the next step in that 
advance• 

B. Feasibility and Acceptabilit y as to Relative Fighting Strength . 

(1) Survey of Means Available and Opposed . 

(i) Political Factors . 


Japan Is a united nation determined to win this war. 
There Is no Indication of lack of public support of war 
aims. Being a dictatorship, Japan can mobilize efficient¬ 
ly all resources under her control. 

— 1 *' Relations with other Axis Powers have had little ef¬ 

fect on the Pacific War. 
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(li) Economic .Factors . 


Japan has an efficient organization to prepare and 
' supply the armed forces with the sinews of war. Her 

people are willing to accept great sacrifices. Her eco¬ 
nomic oapaoity, at this stage of the war, however, is 
greatly under that of America 



Only a small part of American war production is being 
allotted to the Pacific. 

(ill) Psychological Factors . 

The morale of the Japanese people can be considered 
high. There ia some indication of a lowering of the morale 
of troops in contact with the Allies in the SOLOMONS SEA 
area but this oan not be taken as indicating the morale of 
the bulk of her troops. 

In training and experience the Japanese armed forces 
have demonstrated themselves to be a formidable foe. Naval 
operations, in particular, are extremely skilful in both 
planning and execution. 


It would be a great mistake to underestimate the 
Japanese. 


The American people now support our war effort to a 
gratifying degree. Increased taxation and restrictions 
will tend to lower civilian morale. There is great danger 
in letting the war drag out. People will olamor for re¬ 
sults that they can understand. 

(iv) Information and Counter-Information. Measures . 

Because of a general tightening up of Japanese commu¬ 
nications we are not able now to obtain information of 
enemy plans and deployment from deoription analysis and 
must rely heavily on traffic analysis. Captured documents 
continue to be an excellent source of information of past 
events but rarely foretell the future. Lack of identi¬ 
fication of sending unit3 has reduced the value of direc¬ 
tion finding. Prisoners have been of little value in 
estimating the future. The natural tendency of the Japanese 
to keep important information to themselves is of great 
/ ■ sj benefit to them. 

On the other hand, our press kee )S Japan well posted 
on the progress of our war effort. 
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(b) FafiXorji_lLor e_Directly .Applicable to the Armed Forces . 
OWN. 



(i ) Surface. 






Jan. 15 

£2P».A5 

Lai 

July 15 (a) 

BB 

3 

5 

(4) 

6 

(?) (6)? 

OBB 

4 

0 

(8) 

9 

(9) 

CV 

2 

3 

(2) 

7 

(5) 

CA 

4 

8 

(7) 

8 

(6) 

CL 

7 

8 

(7) 

8 

(6) 

CLA.A 

2 

2 

(2) 

2 

(1) 

DD 

63 

80 

(76) 

118 

(110) 

S3 

31 

38 

(37) 

53 

(51) 

APD 

3 

10 

(9) 

15 

(13) 

AVD 

4 

4 

(3) 

4 

(3) 

ACV 

4 

9 

? 

11 

? 

AP 

14 

22 

(20) 

25 

(20) 

AK 

6 

7 

(5) 

10 

(9) 

AO 

19 

24 

(23) 

28 

(26) 

LOT(5 ) 

29 

? 


? 

90 assigned 






Paoiflc 

LCP 

277 

? 


? 


LCI 

201 

291 


291 

60 assigned 






Pacific 

LST 

9 

30 


47 

72 assigned 






Pacific 

LSI 

? 

? 


9 

• 


LCVP 

? 

? 


? 



(a) Figure in parenthesis takes account of expected 
attrition based on last 12 months. 
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(ii) Air. 




(In South Paoifio) Levelo only) 


NAVY 


Jan. 15 April 15 July 15 


VP 

155 

(137) 

135 

144 

VSB 

108 

(107) 

108 

144 

VTB 

24 

(41) 

36 

36 

VPB (sea) 

48 

(51) 

36 

36 

VPB (land) 

-- 


24 

36 

VPB (photo) 

6 

(2) 

12 

18 

VOS 

72 

(61) 

96 

96 

VR 

24 

417 

m 

24 

36 


TH Strengths for July 15 are purely oonjectural and are 
based on normal expeotanoy as to pilot and airplane 
allocations and on maintenance of present ratio a3 
between North, Central and South Pacific requirements. 


2. VP strengths includes one VMO squadron operating fighters. 


3. All strengths are unit equipment not including spares. 
Actual strength entered in parenthesis for Jan. 15 is 
based on last report plus those enroute with Karine Air 
Group TWELVE. 


ARMY 

J.C.S. 97/5, approved Ootober 27, 1942 is the only avail¬ 
able basis of strength estimation of Amy Air in South 
Pacific. This paper merely directs that "—the Var De¬ 
partment— (will) --insure the flow of replacements—(etc.) , 
and there is no di reotive for inorease beyond the figures 
for 1 January 1943. 


J.C.S. 97/5 Actual 

January 1 January 


VP 

175 

158 

MB 

52 

25 

HB 

70 

40# 

TRANS. 

13 

13 

PROTO (P-38) 

— 

12 


310 

240 


# Two full groups (70 planes) now assigned, of which 
an unknown number temporarily in SoT/esPac. 
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(iii) Troops . 

Available for offensive operations beyond GUADAL¬ 
CANAL in accordance with the table below. 


Amphibious, Army (Regt) 

Jan 15 

none 

Ajr.1.1 3,5 

? 

July 15 

? 

Amphibious, Marine (F’egt) 

none 

3 

6 

Defense Batt. Marine 

none 

1 

4 

Raider Batt. Marine 

none 

4 

4 

Garrison Rests., Army 

none 

3 

6 

A. Army Amphibious Troops: 

No Array troops In the South Pacific Area 

are now 


trained for amphibious operations and none there are undergoing 
such training. For the predictable future, therefore, no Army 
troops will be available for offensive action involving landing 
against opposition. It is quite probable that in future opera¬ 
tions Army troops can be used to infiltrate over an undefended 
beach and then proceed overland against a defended area. 

B, iferlne Amphibious Troops : 

All Marine amphibious troops in the South Pacific 
Area are committed at CACTUS. According to prospective dates 
of withdrawal and the period required for rehabilitation, it 
is estimated that regiments now in the area will become ready 
for further offensive operations as follows: 2nd and 6th Reg¬ 
iments - May l;8th Regiment - June 15, 

The regiments of the 3rd Marine Division, none of 
which have yet left the United States, should be ready for of¬ 
fensive action In the South Pacific Area as follows: 9th Regt. 
- Feb, 15; 21st Regt. - Mar. 15; 23rd Regt. - Apr. 15. The 
situation as to Marine anphibious troops may bo improved if the 
Army talcos over the defense of SAMOA. 

C. Marine Defense Fattallons t 

Marine defense battalions now In the area are as 

follow 3 : 


SAMOA : 

2nd, 7th, 8th. 

FUNAFUTI: 

5th. 

EFATE : 

4 th. 

GUADALC ANAL-TULAGI: 

3rd, 9th, 11th, 14th. 

PEARL HARBOR: 

10th, due leave for Sopac about 
Feb. 1. 12th arrives February 
and should be ready April 15. 
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The 3rd and 4th Defense battalions are to be re¬ 
lieved for rehabilitation. The 4th will not be again ready 
for employment until about April 15th and the 3rd about May 15. 
Other battalions are committed with no reliefs in 3 ight. The 
10th will be the only uncommitted battalion but only if it is 
not used to relieve the 4th. The 12 th, if organization and 
equipping is expedited night be ready by hayl. Other battal¬ 
ions will become available if the Army takes over the Samoan 
defenses. 





D. Garrison Troops : 

The Array has 13 infantry regiments plus 1 infantry 
battalion and 6 AA regiments less 1 battalion in the South 
Pacific Area, and there are 2 .Marine garrison regiments in 
SAMOA. All these troops are committed. to defense positions. 

If the Army takes over SAMOA, the 2 Marine regiments there will 
be trained for amphibious operations and will not be used for 
garrison purposes. The OUAPAr.CA'AL area will require from 6 
to 9 infantry regiments. However, if a northward move is made 
defense requirements will be lessoned in rear areas and the 
garrisons at NOUMEA, EFATE, and FIJI can be reduced. There Is 
also the possibility that additional NEW ZEALAND troops may be 
made available. The estlnatos in the table are based on all 
the foregoing contingencies and may readily be subject to 
change, 

(iv) LoKlatlos . 

There are no Insuperable logistic difficulties. 
Adequate support of all kl.nd3 is available in the area. The 
usual difficulties which are met when landing on beaches with 
no facilities will have to be overcome. 
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ENEMY. 

(v) Surface . 

Note: Figures are the be3t available and are 
subject to considerable error. This is 
particularly true of cruisers and destroy¬ 
ers. These figures are deliberately con- 



servative, 

Jan. 15 

Available Sodsc 

In Jao Navy 

Number believed 
sunk In oast year 

BB 

9 

10 

2 

CV 

6-7 

6-7 

5-6 

CA 

7-0 

14 

4 

CL 

10 

21 

Several 

DD 

40 plus 

111 

10 plus 

XCV 

3 

3 

None 

SS 

30 

75 

14 

AO 

10 

20 

? 

AV 

3 

6 

1 plus 

XAV 

6 

12-16 

? 


(vi) Air. - Naval Air. 

This does not include ship based planes. Also, 
there is insufficient information to estimate Army 
air strength. It seems probable that Army air is 
moving into the South Pacific. 


EMPIRE 

VF -135 

VB - 36 

VHB- 01 

VP - 24 

Seaplanes72 Total 348 

MARIANAS and CAROLINES 


VF - 

45 



VHB- 

27 



VP - 

6 



SeaplanesCO 

Total 

138 

RABAUL Area 




VF - 

90 



VB - 

10 



VHB- 

72 



VP - 

18 



Seaplanes24 

Total 

202 
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MARSHALLS and GILBERTS 

50 

54 

12 

24 Total 140 


VP 

VHB - 

VP 

Seaplanes 



Grand total which it is believed physio- 
ally possible to put in the South Pacific: 


VP 

320 


VB 

54 


VHB - 

234 

Total 600 


Note: Details of above in ICPOA estimate, 
(vii) Troops . - South Pacific. 


GUADALCANAL - 15,000 

Oarrisons - BISHARK - SOLOMONS- - - 10,000 

Troops available for assignment - - - 35,000 

NEW GUINEA-7,500 

Total troops South and 

Southwest Pacific - - - 80,000 



Note: Details of above are in ICPOA estimate attached. 
It is believed that the above are maximum fig¬ 
ures. Troops are continually moving to the 
area and a large and well trained reservoir 
of troops is thought to be available to the 
enemy from outside the area. Of the numbers 
indicated not all are effectives; that is, 
some 50^ may be considered engineers, lab¬ 
orers, ground personnel for airplanes, etc. 
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(2) Survey of the Characteristics of the Theater of Opera¬ 

tions. 

Information available to the Commander in Chief, U. 3. 
Paoifio Fleet, is strictly limited. 3ouroes are sailing direc¬ 
tions, charts, monographs of areas and other data received from 
NEW ZEALAND and AUSTRALIA, photographic reconnaissance, submarine 
reconnaissance, and meagre information from persons who have vis¬ 
ited the area. The Commander, South Pacific Area, may have bet¬ 
ter detailed information from various persons with local knowledge. 

For this estimate the study of the theatre is limited to 
the 30L0MONT', with stress on possible mid positions between 
GUADALCANAL and the BUIN - 3H0RTLANB area. Requirements for 
airfield construction are taken to be: reasonably safe approach; 
adequate landing beach; adjacent terrain capable of development 
with personnel and material probably available and within a 
reasonable time. Many other places are mentioned because of 
other possible military value. Still other plaoes are mentioned 
only because of the negative character of the information. 

NEW GEORGIA GROUP 

VIHU HARBOR is considered an airfield possibility only 
because of the adjacent level ground. Because of limited turn¬ 
ing space in the harbor it is not suitable for even moderate 
sized vessels. A vessel of 3300 tons is the largest reported 
there in the past several years. Photos show extremely dense 
woods which extend to the water*s edge, and no nearby sizeable 
coconut plantations are noted. The level ground is about 150 ft. 
above water level and the approach is steep exoept at small 
landings on both sides Just inside the harbor entrance. Be¬ 
cause of the dense woods and undergrowth the olearlng of an 
airfield would be a difficult and long undertaking. The Japs 
are reported to have used this as a seaplane base and staging 
point for small craft. No off shore anchorage is charted. 

MUNDA is not listed in the sailing directions as a 
good harbor. However, in the past two months the enemy has been 
able to construct a good landing strip in the coconut plantation 
at MUNDA POINT . Three entrances are possible but the one thru 
HAiTOrN Xfflfc) is the only one which can be used by vessels 
drawing over about eight or nine feet. In a flat calm greater 
draft could be carried over MUNDA BAR, but this condition will 
not be met with often. Breakers over this Bar are seen occasion¬ 
ally. The entrance via ROVIANA LAGOON is studded with coral 
heads and is suitable for small craft only. Photos show that 
there is enough space in the MUNDA coconut plantation for a 
bomber field, and this project is now underway by the enemy. 

* The terrain to the northward of the airfield is fairly flat but 
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heavily wooded. It seems possible to approach the landing field 
from the north, landing on the coast between WOODFORD ISLAND 
and LEVER H.J?BOR. "evoral suitable landing olaoes are seen. 

/■S 

LEVER HARBOR is reported to be the best harbor on the 
north coast or new GEORGIA ISLAND. .Adjacent coconut plantations 
on level ground are sites capable of development. 

RICE A? T CH(T AGE on NEW GEORGIA ISLAND is a possibility 
also but not enough is known about It to determine its military ■ 
value• 




HATHORN X'UND appears to be a good anchorage which 
might be used by a division of transports. The beaches are 
only fair and will present landing difficulties. ARUNDEL IS¬ 
LAND to the westward of the sound is reported capajle of air¬ 
field development in cooonut plantations. This sound provides 
an approach to MUNDA. 

LINCrUTU (NET./ GEORGIA) is by hearsay a development pos¬ 
sibility.It has been used rather extensively by trading 
schooners, and there is adjacent level terrain. 

No suitable anchorages are known b etween NJAI PASSAGE 
and VIHU HARBOR. 

VANGUNU ISLAND is interesting because of WICKHAM AN¬ 
CHORAGE. The western entranoe is reported deep enough for all 
vessels, but a turn to the right of about 160° In very restrict¬ 
ed water would embarrass medium and large vessels. The enemy 
had a cruiser or large destroyer in this anchorage in December 
1942 . Local knowledge might make the entranoe easier than the 
chart shows. Photos and descriptions show dense woods in the 
vicinity. No reasonably clear level site near the anchorage 
suitable for an airfield Is knwn, KOLO LAGOON whioh adjoins to 
the eastward is poorly surveyed and navigable only by small craft. 
No airfield sites seem probable on its bordering land. The 
MARQVQ LAGOON area to the north of VANGUNU INLAND seems a pos- 
sible anchorage. The many shoals would make navigation diffi¬ 
cult. The MBARIKI PENINSULA to the south of the lagoon Is 
mountainous and densely wooded. An inspection of the chart fails 
to reveal an airfield site. Very little is known of the south¬ 
western and southern sides of VANGUNU ISLAND. Approaches have 
not been surveyed. Like the western aide of this Island, this 
region is presumed to be densely wooded and rugged. 

MARQVQ ISLAND is reported to have coconut plantations 
on the north shore. Approaches have not been surveyed. 
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HONTGOMERY I' LAND is rugged and densely wooded to the 
water’s edge.The southern ooast is almost precipitous and is 
fringed with a reef. On the northern coast WAUGH BAY affords 
a small anchorage and WE1GALL BAY also is an anchorage. Neither 
seems suitable for any other purpose. 

KENDOVA ISLAND is entirely mountainous and densely 
wooded, J*o airfield site is seen. RENARD COVE and RENDOVA HAR¬ 
BOR are temporary anchorages, but the latter has a very tricky 
entrance called RENARD ENTRANCE. 


VELLA LAVELLA ISLAND is densely wooded and rugged. The 
shore line’ is inperfectly charted. Trading schooners were able 
to find indifferent anchorage in numerous small bays. Too lit¬ 
tle is known of this island to do more than 3ay it does not 
look promising for any military purpose. 

The chart indicates that KOLOMBANGARA ISLAND may have 
some possibilities. The sailing directions show several places 
that may be used by vessels having local knowledge. The village 
on the southwest ooast is near a coconut plantation and an ap¬ 
proach thru a coral reef is shown at two places. Mangroves are 
reported to the waters edge and the whole island densely wooded. 
Further reconnaissance is necessary in order to state more of the 
military value of this island. The Japs are known to be developing 
VILA on the south coast. 

SIMBO ISLAND is of no value as far as the present es¬ 
timate is concerned. 

GANONGGA ISLAND is too little known here to make any 
statements of value beyond 3aying that It does not look promis¬ 
ing. 


CH0I5EUL ISLAND 


CIIOISEUL ISLAND Is comparatively unknown. The MANNING 
STRAIT area nay be capable of development for air but not enough 
is known to state. 3ALIKANNA and V/AGINA ISLANDS, for example, 
have coconut plantations and small landings. Because local know¬ 
ledge would be neoessary, large vessels could not rely on charts 
or sailing directions. Development in this area as a small craft 
staging point seems feasible. CHOISEUL BAY in the northwest part 
is a fairly good harbor for small vessels. There are adjacent 
coconut plantations. 


ISABEL island 

REKATA BAY i3 the most interesting place on this island. 
The enemy has developed it as a seaplane base and may be build¬ 
ing airfields on nearby level ground which has several coconut 
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plantations. The bay is seven miles long and from 2-3 miles 
wide, easily entered thru the charted entrances. Several good 
anchorages are available and pictures show adequate landing 
beaches for all puroosea. There are numerous places which can 
be used as small craft staging points. M.YRINGE LAGOON is a good 
anchorage for vessels up to the size of cruisers. It is 85 miles 
north of GUADALCANAL. 


The SHORT LANDS AIWA , which includes BUIN, FAISI. and 
TGNOLKI is adequate for large forces and capable of considera¬ 
ble development. At least two landing fields have been con¬ 
structed in the area - at BUIN and at BALLALE ISLAND, TO NO IE I 
harbor is sheltered and suitable for a tender anchorage. No at¬ 
tempt is made here to set forth information contained in the 
sailing directions. Photo reconnaissance is not adequate to plan 
details of development or to oomplete plans for the reduction of 
the area. 


30UGAITJYIT.T.H THT.ATID and BUKA ISLAND have been used 
by the enemy and are under further development, KH5TA is now 
inactive but has a landing strip and seaplane anchorage. The 
harbor is not the best but can take one or two large vessels. 

The entrance should* be used with caution. At BUKA PASSAGE there 
has been an airfield for months and development is continuing. 

At NUMA NUMA airfield construction is reported. QUEEN CARGLA 
HARBOR and EMPEROR AUGUSTA HARBOR are staging anchorages. 


The whole of the SOLOMONS are most unhealthy for troops, 
malaria is rampant in oil parts. Exoessive rain and humid at¬ 
mosphere is not conducive to comfort. 

The southeast trades begin in May and continue to Octob¬ 
er. During this period more than 85 percent of the wind3 are 
easterly, and 60 percent are from the east to southeast. From 
November to April*the winds blow predominantly between northeast 
and northwest. Winds of storm force are practioally unknown at 
any time of the year, and tropical cyclones seldom affect the 
area. From December to March the rainfall is exceedingly heavy, 
although ample rain falls throughout the year. 
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Significant distances are: 








GUADALCANAL to: 


RABAUL to: 


MILNE BAY to: 


USPIRITU SANTO 565 


KUNDA 180 
REKATA 140 
BUIN 300 
KIETA 325 
BUKA 400 
RABAUL 565 

LAE 350 
BUNA 350 
MILNE BAY 38 O 
0A3MATA 170 

MUNDA 43 O 
REKATA 525 
BUHI 385 
KIETA 410 
BUKA 390 



O 


(3) Qo.nolu3_l_ons._a 3 to Relative lighting strength .' 

(i) The enemy has greater troop strength in the area 
at present. As time goes on and our training and rehabil¬ 
itation program takes effect and if more Army troops are 
made available for training, v/e will gain the advantage. 

At present the lack of ready amphibious troops is the 
bottleneck of our preparations for further offensive 
aotion. 

\ 

(ii) Enemy surface superiority will continue for at 
least three more months. 

(iii) Enemy 3 hore based air is no longer superior in the 
SOLOMONS and our advantage should inorease markedly dur¬ 
ing the next few months. 

(iv) The enemy has the advantage of positions in the 
SOLOMONS, and the islands to the northwestward thereof. 
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II. PETE HE*ITIATICN CF y^VlIBLS. AND ACCEPTAlia COURSES 

OF ACTION 

A. Analysis of the Assigned Objective . 


As this study concerns an advance by ua, own courses will 
be considered first. Though the enony nay be passing to the 
strategic defensive, as indicated by his strengthening of the 
northeast NEW GUINEA, it is quite possible, perhaps probable, 
that he will make further major efforts against GUADALCANAL. We 
know that he is still rounding up aircraft and Army troops from 
various other areas and bringing them to the SOLC®dON3 area. How¬ 
ever, this study is based on the assumption that such efforts will 
fail and in their failure will leave us at least as strong in 
comparison to the enemy as we now are. 

B. Survey of Courses of Action . 

We will base our study of own courses on one more assump¬ 
tion, viz: that the northeast NEW GUINEA operations oan be con¬ 
ducted without considerable diversion of strength from the South 
Pacific Area and Pacific Fleet. 


The choice of courses resolves itself into a choice of the 
next objective to be captured. The possible objectives are taken 
to be: 




(1) RABAUL 

(2) BUKA 

(3) KIETA 

(4) BUIN-FAISI 

(5/ Intermediate position between 3UIN and GUADALCANAL- 

TULAOI. (A study of the last is stressed in Section I). 

This list omits any unoccupied sites from FKJIN to the north¬ 
westward . 

There are strong reasons why enemy bases with airfields 
are our primary objectives, viz: 

(a) The difficulty of establishing ourselves and building an 
airfield close to an enemy airfield which is already in 
operation. 

(b) It is the quiokest way to get an airfield for ourselves. 
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Before proceeding with a consideration of these ob¬ 
jectives, the following "values’ 1 are set down: 

(a) Dive bombing is the most accurate fom of bomb¬ 
ing - radius of action of -resent dive bombers, about 300 
miles. 


(b) Effective radius of other bombers: U.S. Heavy 
700 miles, U.S, and Jap intermediate 600 miles, 

(o) When operating against a base defended by fighters, 
bombers require fighter escort. Average effective radius 
of fighters: Japanese 500; present U.S, 250 (P-38 f s 350); 
future U.S. (FLU) 500. 

(d) Fighters are by far the best defense against 
bombing. To be most effective, they need (a) farflung air 
warning net, (b) radar. 

(e) Initial air operations on newly seized air fields 
are greatly hampered due to lack of bulk storage for gaso¬ 
line and unloading facilities for gasoline and other sup¬ 
plies. 


(f) It is highly desirable for an air base, perhaps 
oritioally so, that there be a secure anchorage for surface 
ships from which the airfield is easily acoe33ible. 

(g) In the initial stages after seizing an airfield, 
most Important assistance can be furnished by air transport. 


(h) The threat to communications constituted by enemy 
air forces within range has been confirmed by this war. 
particularly when 3uoh forces flank the line of communications. 


(i) The logistic and military support for practically 
all of the allied effort in the SOLOMONS SEA AREA comes from 
the United States, 


(J) The land in the SOLOMON SEA AREA is practically 
devoid of communications. This condition Is accentuated in 
NEW GUINEA by the Owen Stanley Range. 
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c. Application of Tests . 

From a consideration of the forego!ng the following pre¬ 
liminary conclusions are drawn: 

(a) It is apparent, that the Japanese position in the 
NEW BRITAIN AREA is a most difficult one to outflank. The 
b2T>a3sing of one or more of the eneny positions, even to the 
point of making RA3AUL the first objective, offers strong 
temptation. Tlowever, the following factors point toward con¬ 
servatism in this respect: 

(1) The system of bases that the Japanese hold outside 
of NEW GUINEA - i.e. KAYIKNG, RABKUL, BUKA, KIETA, 
BUIN, and GASMATA, are mutually supporting and none, 
even RABAUL, may be considered a keystone, which if 
captured would cause the rest of the system to col¬ 
lapse. 


(2) Even if all of northeast NEW GUINEA were in Allied 
hands, it would not constitute the base of operations 
which its strategic position would indicate. This is 
due to its lack of land communications. Its real 
communications are flanked by enemy bases. 


(3) The real communication line of any base we seized 
would unavoidably be flanked by the enemy bases we 
bypassed. Thus it may be said that our advanoe can¬ 
not escape being of a frontal nature. 


(/*.) In order to establish a base successfully with one 
or more enemy bases in our rear, or to seize two or 
more positions simultaneously, we would require a 
preponderance of strength which is certainly not in 
sight for the near future. 

(b) It is believed that the need for continuing our of¬ 
fensive and keeping the pressure on the enemy will prevent us 
from waiting until we have such a large superiority that we 
can afford to take a step forward which would bypass any strong 
base of the enemy. It i3 also apparent that 300 miles is the 
present outside limit at which really effective air support 
(dive bombers with P-38 fighters) can be furnished from one 
of our air bases (in this case CACTUS). Inside of that range, 
the effectiveness of the air support will increase proportion- 
^ ally as the range decreases. 
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D. Retained Course of Action . 


It is therefore decided herewith that our next objective 
in the SOLOMONS will be BUIN or a position short of BUHJ. This 
will be further discussed in Seotion IV. 


III. examination into the capabilities of the enemy . 

A. Survey of the Enemy's Situation . 

In general it is believed that the enemy is capable of 
further offensive moves against our South Pacific positions, par¬ 
ticularly GUADALCANAL, but it is quite possible, that, due to 
the losses he has suffered in previous attempts.he nay have passed 
to the strategic defensive in this area. 

In the Central Paoifio area there is every indication 
that the enemy is on the defensive. This may not be by ohoioe, 
but because the South Pacific venture does not leave sufficient 
strength to do anything else. The occupation of the GILBERTS is 
a minor affair and further extension southward from there would 
be opposed from FUNAFUTI. When and if the enemy establishes a 
strong defensive position in the South Pacific whioh will permit 
employment of carrier striking foroes elsewhere, the probability 
of raids on our outlying Central Pacific positions will be in¬ 
creased. 


In the North Pacific the Japs are intrenched at KISKA 
and can be expected to stay there until we occupy that place. 

There is no evidence of 05 capacity to move eastward along 

the ALEUTIANS. 

The enemy is in good control of the PHILIPPINES and NEI, 
Complacent natives in occupied regions, except for parts of CHINA 
and the PHILIPPINES, plus propaganda will pemit and even facil¬ 
itate early exploitation unless the Allies can prevent. 

The defensive position of JAPAN is nowhere seriously 
threatened at the moment. Although their offensives have been 
stopped on all fronts, capacity for defense is not disturbed to 
any significant extent. 

B. Probable Enemy Courses of Action . 

As indicated above, it now appears that the enemy no 
longer has capacity for further large expansion. The broad course 
of action, therefore, seems to be to maintain a strong defensive 
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position on all present fronts until exploitation of gains have 
made her Asiatic position too strong for the Allies to do more 
than accept a stalemate, and thus give Japan her ultimate war 
aim of complete hegemony in the far east. 
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Such a broad course of action does not rule out of¬ 
fensive moves in selected sectors to enhance overall defense. 
These must be expected, and may include: 

(a) Further attempts to capture or at least neutralize 

GUADALCANAL. 

(b) Establishment and strengthening of outlying positions 
in the SOLOMONS and NEW GUINEA to provide defense in 
depth for the BIGMAHK ARCHIPELAGO, and to provide 
bases for attrition attacks on Allied shipping and 
positions. 

(o) Attacks on our lines of communications employing sub¬ 
marines, air and surface forces. 

(d) Raids on our advanoed positions from MIDY/AY to GUADAL¬ 
CANAL. 

(e) Troop movements toward INDIA. 

(f) Political and 5th Column activities in INDIA. 

(g) Raids toward north and west AUSTRALIA, 

(h) Raids in the .ALEUTIANS. 

It is considered certain that any offensive moves by us 
will oause a strong reaction on the part of the enemy and that 
he will resist our advance bitterly. 


O 
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IV. SELECTION OF THE BEST COURSE OF ACTION. 


The ohoioe for our next objective in the SOLOMONS has 
been narrowed to: 

(a) The BUIN-SHORTLAND-TONOLEI base. 

(b) In NEW GEORGIA Group. 

(o) In CHGI3EUL Island.. 

(d) YSAHRL ISLAND. 

With considerations of airfield, airfield site, and 
suitable hydrography in mind it will be seen from the information 
listed in Section I (admittedly incomplete) that the outstand¬ 
ing possibilities for our next objective cure BUIN, MUNDA and RE¬ 
KATA. These will be considered in detail. 


guiN-siiORTL/jros 

In this area the enemy is developing a major staging 
point and forward defense position for RA3AUL. There are two 
aotlve airfields, i.e., BUIN and BALLA1E, and some indications 
of another under construction near BUIN. Seaplane operations 
are feasible. The exact defenses and number of troops are not 
known, but enough is known to state that the area is held in 
force• 


SHORTLAND ISLAND is 300 miles from HENDERSON FIELD - 
the limit for SBDs. It is 265 miles from RABAUL - well within 
bombing range from there. It Is also within easy bombing range 
of BUKA, NUMA NUMA, KIETA, OAHMATA, R3KATA, and MUNDA. In other 
word8 the enemy can bomb with fighter cover, from nine active 
airplane operating positions as against our one at GUADALCANAL. 
This situation is made more favorable for the enemy if the total 
possible combatant carrier decks on eaoh side are placed within 
range. On this basis it Is reasonable to assume that we oannot 
hope for air superiority during seizure and development unless 
the enemy has been reduced to the point that he hasn’t the air¬ 
craft to put on the fields. With his ability to move in aircraft 
from other areas this situation will probably not be brought 
about prior to our advance. 

Our line of communication to BUIN will of course be 
'w' flanked by MUNDA or any other intermediate air base the Jap may 
develop. Also, as has been pointed out. It is barely in range 
for our air support. 
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The harbor area is adequate for any use we may contem¬ 
plate. While the chart indicates three good entrances, there is 
evidence that two of these are mined. Covering foroes to support 
a landing should have no navigational difficulties except when 
within 40 miles of T0W0IEI. They will, however, be subjected to 
all forms of enemy action when northwest of GUADALCANAL. 


If APAs are employed they (assuming a daylight landing) 
probably would be discovered by about 0900 of the day before the 
landing and would be under continuous air attack from then until 
dark. If enemy trailing is efficient, and if he takes prompt 
action, it would be oossible for the enemy to launoh a night DD 
attack on the approaching APs a little before dawn of the land¬ 
ing day. 


Even a later discovery would alert the defenses so that 
no such surprise as was effected on 7 August would be possible. 

Our employment of LST’s would put less eggs in each 
basket but woxild not have rouoh more chance of surprise than APAs. 


There is a possibility of transporting troops to the 
area from GUADALCANAL in landing craft. This offers some chance, 
of undetected approach, but very little, for the night movement 
of the large enough number of these oraft required, and the hid¬ 
ing by day, must be among enemy-held Islands. 


MUNDA 


• During December the enemy has developed at MUNDA a de¬ 
fended landing strip capable of operating bombers. Various air 
strikes and one bombardment by our forces have slowed down develop¬ 
ment but have not stopped the use of this strip. 

MUNDA can be considered within enemy bombing range from 
SH0RTLAND3 Area (two strips) , BUKA, NUMA NUMA, KIETA, and REKATA. 
This gives (if we include REKATA) six air positions to our one. 

Here again, and on the same basis as above, the enemy should 
have shore based air superiority as regards numbers. The employ¬ 
ment of CV based planes is somewhat more to our advantage than 
it would be at BUIN as enemy CV planes over MUNDA from eastward 
of the SOLOMONS group could be expected to strike only. Based on 
past performance, we would hardly expect the enemy to operate CVs 
in the Eastern SOLOMONS SEA. AI 30 , to get close enough to MUNDA 
to be effective, enemy CVs would have to come within range of our 
shore based air. 
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The approach to MJNDA presents many difficulties. Any 
force entering HATTIORN SOUND thru KCLA BAY must pass into restric¬ 
ted waters. Yet this seems the most favorable approach for APs. 

A frontal landing from the south would require landing craft to 
approach thru openings in the coral reef whioh can be covered 
easily from ashore, and whioh are narrow so as to prevent a broad 
approach. No good anchorage is seen to the south of MUNDA for 
transports or, later, for supply vessels. 


The position of MUNDA, if a southern approach is used, 
is favorable for operations of our covering force, as the SOLO¬ 
MONS chain gives cover from the northeast. We have the advantage 
of a clear approach and retirement to the southweatward whereas 
the enemy in acting against our landing must enter and leave the 
OOIOMONS SEA thru defiles. 


If our landing were made In the KOLA BAY area, this ad¬ 
vantage disappears. 


REKATA 


At present REKATA is only a seaplane base, but the large 
number of Japs there recently and a recent report from air recon¬ 
naissance suggests that they oontemplate a landing strip in the 
adjacent coconut plantations. If they do get well along with 
such an endeavor, and if we can take it as we did at GUADALCANAL, 
so much the better. In any event, the adjacent terrain seems to 
lend itself to rapid airfield construction. 

By air REKATA Is 120 miles from GUADALCANAL - within 
easy air supporting distance. It is 190 miles from BUIN and 280 
miles from BUKA. But, like MUNDA, it is probably beyond range 
of escorting fighters from RABAUL. There is little to choose be¬ 
tween MUNDA and REKATA regarding vulnerability to enemy shore 
based air. Enemy carrier based air can be employed more readily 
against REKATA than MUNDA. 

Neither side has the advantage in the off shore approaches. 
Major forces oan operate with navigational freedom to the eastward. 
With some navigational hazard - but possibly an acceptable one - 
our CVs could operate to the north of RUSSELL ISLAND in support 
of a seizure of HEKATA and with less probability of interference 
from enemy CVs. 

The approach to HEKATA offers a fairly wide choice for 
landing craft. No frontal attack is necessary. From meagre in- 
formation of the terrain, and from recent photos, it would seem 
entirely possible to land on acceptable beaches both to the north 
and south of the harbor area in order to envelop the defenders. 
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Onoe In control of the harbor, a fine anchorage is available 
which should be safe from submarine attack, and which would 
minimize night attack by DDs and smaller craft. The APAs and 
AKAs so anchored would, however, have little freedom of movement 
during an air attack. 

It should be noted that the southeast tip of ISABEL 
ISLAND offers an excellent staging point for landing craft. The 
run there is only 60 miles from GUADALCANAL, and the remaining 
run to REKATA of about 75 miles could be covered during darkness. 

OTHER POSITIONS 


These are generally described in the study of the 
characteristics of the theatre and are of interest mainly as 
staging points for landing craft, observation points, etc. Due 
to our lack of complete knowledge of the theatre under study at 
this time, we may find that the Japs have started development at 
points now not suspected. But we are forced to leave this pos¬ 
sibility to the future, and assume that we have now covered all 
suitable military positions between GUADALCANAL and 3UIN. 


V. CONCLUSION . 

(1) An attack for seizure of 3UIN, without converting * 
intermediate airfields to our own use, would probably 
result in unacceptable losses. 

(2) The choice between MUNDA and REKATA, for our next 
objective in the SOLOMONS, is a close one, but 
hydrography makes the latter preferable - even though 
we have to build a field there ourselves. 
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BRIEF ESTIMATE ON TASK 2 



TASK ; Seizure of the remainder of the Solomon Island^ 
Lae, Salamaua, and the northeast coast of New Guinea. 


O 


o 


APPRECIATION OF TASK : 

Our situation in the Solomons and an estimate of our 
capabilities in tho South Pacific area for reducing these 
islands is included in a separate estimate to which reference 
should be made. The task as stated mentions the Solomons first. 
This may be interpreted: (a) that operations there shall have 
priority over those in New Ouinea; (b) that operations in the 
Solomons and New Guinea should be simultaneous; (c) that 
operations in the Solomons will be subordinated to those in 
New Guinea. From the point of view of strategy, it is believed 
that the operations should be simultaneous for the following 
reasons: 

(1) Would occupy enemy forces on two fronts and prob¬ 
ably cause division of his forces and effort. 

(2) Enemy concentration against one front would facilitate 
our operations on the other front. 

(3) Would permit maximum effort being produced by both 
Sppac and Sowespac forces ai the same time. This is ex¬ 
tremely Important because inaction in either area by mere 
holding forces will debilitate them as much physically as 
if engaged in active operations. 
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(4) Our forces In the two areas will be mutually 

supporting and, except against surface forces approach¬ 
ing from the north and west of New Britain, our major surface 
forces from present bases can cover not only operations in the 
Solomon Sea but also be in position to furnish a measure of 
support to the MIdway-Oahu line, the holding of which is the 
Commander In C ief. Pacific Fleet’s primary task. 

(5) Will furnish a broad base for operations instead 
of requiring projection from one point which will produce a 
salient with vulnerable flanks. 

In view of the foregoing, the appreciation of the task 
indicates that operations in the Solomons and New Guinea 
should be simultaneous. 

COURSES OF ACTION s 

The remainder of this study will confine itself to con¬ 
sideration of the New Guinea area; that is, to the capture of 
Lae, Salamaua, and the northest coast of New Ouinea. 

The allied position on the northeast coast of New Guinea 
is that they hold the entire area east of Gona with the except¬ 
ion of one Japanese pocket in the vicinity of Sanananda. The 
reduction of this pocket is only a question of time, but it 
may require such effort that further debilitation of own forces 
In the area will result. As of this date, there are available 
for offensive combat 6 infantry divisions; 5 of these are not 
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immediately available for combat and will not be for several 
months; 1 division is Just now proceeding to the Buna area 
to relievo divisions that have been in combat there. Australian 
militia is considered unsuitable for any employment other than 
garrison duty. However, the militia should be employed to hold 
Milne Bay and the Buna area when it has been consolidated. There 
is no doubt that the troop situation is bad but this is not taken 
as conclusive that no offensive operations are possible for many 
months. This statement will be tested in the following. 

The Japanese are now in occupation of the Mambare River mouth, 
Salamaua, Lae, Finschafen, Madang, and Wewak on the north coast of 
New Guinea; and, definitely, at Cape Gloucester and Gasmata in 
.lew Britain. The strength at each of these places is not known 
but is probably not over one or two thousand; if the Japanese are 
following their usual method of holding with minimum forces until 
a place is actually threatened. Each of these places, except the 
Mambare River mouth, has an airfield and this is their only 
importance. Air distances in nautical miles of these places 
from Buna are approximately as follows: 


Mambare «... 



Salamaua . . . . 



Lae. 



Finschafen. . . . 


\ 

Madang. 



Wewak . 



Cape Gloucester . 
Gasmata ..... 

... 210 
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t-o must face the fact that from 6 bases the Japanese are 
within easy range of Buna. Any major effort involving com¬ 
batant surface forces in this area could be undertaken only 
if all these airfields were neutralized. Our available forces 
are incapable of accomplishing this, so we must reject the 
idea of a major effort in this area at this time. However, if 
we adopt a passive attitude on the northeast coast of New Guinea 
at this time, we will play into the hands of the enemy. We will 
give him opportunity to develop his airfields; bring in large 
amounts of supplies, ammunition, and aviation gasoline; improve 
the defenses of each base; and consolidate his holding on the 
entire area. The only way to prevent this is to maintain a 
continual pressure on the enemy. 



o 


What appears to be a suitable course of action, under the 
conditions stated, is to reduce enemy control and positions by 


infiltration; that is, to seize one position at a time, when 
arv - w ® have the forces available. This course should have 
great effect in upsetting enemy plans because he would not know 
where we would strike next; and it would retain an attitude of 
offensive for us. This last is an important morale factor, not 
only for troops but for the Australian and American people. 

The plan of operations under this course of action may 
be boldly outlined as follows: 

1. Improve own airfields so as to accommodate any type 
plane in any weather. Provide adequate logistic support, 
particularly aviation gasoline supply, bombs, and repair 
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facilities. This will involve movement of large volume of 
cargo by water. We have meager information on how forces 
in north eait New Guinea were moved and supplied but we 
do know that shipping was used to move tanks and other 
heavy equipment to the combat area. The vessels used were 
undoubtedly small because the waters do not permit the use 
of large vessels and there is no knowledge of losses of large 

ships. The chief requirements for this phase of the opera¬ 
tions is for a large number of small vessels which can move 
by night and hide during the day when under enemy air ran- e. 
If the vessels required for this movement are not now avail¬ 
able in the Sowespac area, they should be provided from 
LST, LOT, and LCI(L) and be augmented by vessels from 
Australia. The Sopac area is at the moment unable to furnish 
such vessels and its eventual ability to do so will depend 
upon the rate of flow to that area and the requirements in 
the Solomons. It is contemplated that the movement of these 
vessels to forward areas would be without surface support 
but that they would be given air cover when required. The 
Initiation of these operations should begin immediately 
within the means available and within 2 to 3 months should 
build our air bases to the point where they can support 
sustained operations. 

2. During the time when own bases are being built up, 
their secufrity against Japanese attack must be ensured. 
Apparently, the present intention is to retain infantry 
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of only 1 division in northeast New Guinea. The Australian 
militia i 3 considered suitable for garrison troops only, 
but this should permit their use at Milne Bay, Tufi, and 
the Buna area. With our air established in the area, the 
Japanese will send no major amphibious expedition to attack 
Buna or Milne Bay. Protection against infiltration would 
be the chief requirement. 

3. During the period in which our own positions are 
being consolidated, offensive troops will be resting and 
reorganizing. Amphibious training should be conducted 
during this period. This amphibious training should be 
directed to preparing troops for the kind of operations 
which are discussed in the following paragraph. When our 
positions are consolidated, several divisions of troops 
should be ready for further offensive combat. 

4. When the foregoing 3 phases have been completed, 
troops and vessels will be available for a move against 
Salamaua or Lae. It is contemplated that a move against 
either or both these places will be made in LST, LCT, LCI(L), 
APc, or similar vessels. Any great concentration of these 
vessels at one place would be seen by enemy air observation 
so dispersion and individual movement are indicated. The 
Japanese have had much success with such operations and have 
usually obtained their initial objective before they were 
discovered. Vessels are hidden by day or camouflaged to 
appear as islands. The last part of the advance to the 
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objective and the landing would be made at night* It is 
contemplated that the place selected for landing should 
be undefended and that there would be no necessity for naval 
gunfire to cover the landing. The actual attack against the 
objective would be orthodox land warfare. The plan of op¬ 
erations herein visualized would also make use of commando 
troops which are known to be under training in Australia, 
and parachute troops If such are available. u nce it has 
been determined to attack a place, the troops assigned to 

the task should be in such superior strength that they can 

become 

accomplish the task quickly and not/bogged down as has been 
the case in Guadalcanal and in New Guinea. 


The foregoing operations appear to be suitable and feasible 
and sufficient forces should be available at the time they can 
begin. It is not presumed that the foregoing Is an exact re¬ 
flection of the Intentions in Sowespac but it outlines what 
would be suitable under existing circumstances. 


ASSISTANCE BY CINCPAC : 

The present commitments of CIncpac will not be detailed here. 
What the requirements in the Solomons may become are problematical 
but it Is quite certain that the only assistance which the Sowespac 
area will give to operations along that island chain is sporadic 
air support. Despite present commitments and future requirements 
* n the Solomons, Cincpac should be able to assist an offensive 
. in the New Guinea area as follows: 
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1. By air operations from Guadalcanal. 

2. By providing cover to the eastward with surface 
forces and acting as a magnet to draw Japanese Surface 
forces toward the areas in which our surface forces 
operate. Appropriate targets for ships are other ships 
and neither side will subject its combatant ships to 
shore-based air attack unless there is prob^lity of in¬ 
flicting serious losses on enemy combatant ships. 

3. By making available to Sowespac such LST, LCT, 

LCI(L), APc, and other landing craft not required for 
operations in the Solomons. 

4. By making available navy dive bombers until such time 
as the army becomes proficient in the employment of this 
type. 

5. By making available APDs not required for operations 
in the Solomons. These vessels can readily be shifted 
from one area to the other for special tasks. 

6. By employing the Argonaut on special assignments 
when there is need for her in addition to the 3 cargo 
carrying submarines which are to be assigned to Sowespac. 

7. By making large AP and AK available to move troops 
and supplies in areas outside enemy air range. 
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I - General 


1. The Campaign is set forth in such general terms that 
several assumptions will have to be made in this examination. 
To be of value these assumptions must be realistic. 

2. This examination will test the plan for suitability, 
feasibility, and consequences as to cost. 


II - Suitability 


1. A plan which makes it possible to destroy the air and 
seapower of Japan is suitable. We should then first determine 
whether the taking of CIIICIII Jima will place our forces in 
contact with enemy forces in such ratios that we can destroy 
them. This plan assumes that CHICHI Jima is so vital to Japan 
that his entire Navy will be employed to defend or recapture it. 
There is no way of telling whether or not this assumption is 
correct. It may be that he will depend on shore based air and 
troops for its defense. While our plan requires our entire 
fleet to cover the seizure of the BONINo, there is no positive 
assurance that the enemy would interpose with his whole fleet. 
Likewise, there is no assurance that he would expose his whole 
air power. A good portion, under such circumstances, might be 
retained for the defense of HONSHU. It seems probable, however, 
that a thrust so close to the Empire would call forth all or 
nearly all of his available surface and air strength. 
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2. The next question is what use oan we make of GHICHI 
Jima. Assuming that CHICHI lima and necessary near islands are 
securely occupied by our forces, and that our lines of communica¬ 
tions are open to PEARL, and that we still have surface and air 
superiority up to that point, we are then In a position to: 

(a) Bomb Tokyo 523 miles away. 

Such a course alone will not destroy enemy sur¬ 
face and air strength or defeat Japan. London is about 
the same distance from Berlin, and much fewer planes 
oan bomb Tokyo from the BONINS than oan bomb Berlin 
from the London area. Tokyo is more susceptible to 
damage from bombs than Berlin. It seems more probable 
that the Japs would destroy our air in detail. 

The foregoing is predicated on the consolidation 
of CHICHI Jima as an adequate base in our hands. ONI 
Monograph #60 gives the best available information of 
enemy installations there, and of the topography. It 
would appear that the rugged nature of this and adjacent 
islands precludes the construction of extensive air¬ 
fields within a reasonable time. There is believed to 
be a naval airfield on the south side of FUTAMI-KO 
which could be made serviceable at once. The size of 
this is not known but the chart indicates that it can¬ 
not be over 5-7 thousand feet in length and 3-4- 
hundred feet wide. No other sites are seen which seem 
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to permit rapid construction. 

In view of this it appears probable that the 
bottleneck for a land based air offensive against 
Japan proper is at CHICHI Jima itself. It is hard 
to visualize more than two or three squadrons at a 
time taking off from there on offensive missions. The 
size of WAKE and MARCUS Islands will not permit large 
numbers of planes to be banked up waiting ferrying 
westward. Thus, regardless of the number of planes 
banked up at MIDWAY, it will be difficult to move 
substantial numbers forward. 

Our bombing operations, therefore, probably 
would be limited to minor raids. The bombers could 
have VF coverage the whole distance, but even at night 
the chances of bombers reaching the target area in 
substantial numbers seem doubtful. 

With enemy knowledge of our procable use of the 
airfield we could expect constant air attacks. These 
would further reduce our offensive effort. 







(b) Intensify our submarine patrols against enemy trade. 

An adequate base in the BONINS would be of value 
in that it would result in more submarines per day on 
station. The existance of a Jap sub base in the BONINS 
capable of quick conversion to our use is doubted. 
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While there are at least three places in the group 
which could be developed as an advance base, construc¬ 
tion of facilities ashore would be a matter of months, 

In the meantime, however, we oould support patrols with 
submarine tenders. The tenders anohored in FUTAHI-KO 
could be given some protection against enemy submarine 
and surface attack in a reasonable time. Acceptable 
AA protection would not be available for at least three 
months after occupation. 

(c) Make raids in force along Japanese trade routes. 

A blockade of Japan by a naval force basing at 
CHICHI Jima does not seem possible. Raids would inter¬ 
fere seriously with Jap trade but not stop it. 

There is no assurance that such raids would cause 
Japan to expose his fleet. The chances are that he 
would if he could bring it to bear on a part of our3. 

The only good harbor in the BONINS is at FUTAMI- 
KO. It is large enough to provide anchorage for approx¬ 
imately: 1 Div B3s, 2 CVs, and screen. There would be 
very little security for such a force and continued 
basing there would be most hazardous. All logistic 
support would have to be brought in. Until the main 
naval strength of Japan is destroyed or contained in 
other areas it does not seem feasible to employ this as 
a base for raids. 
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(d) Use it as a stepping stone to an invasion of Japan. 

No adequate force will be available in the fore¬ 
seeable future for such a project. 

CONCLUSION 

The plan is not suitable. 

Ill - Feasibility 

1. Present estimate of surface forces available on August 
1, 1943, in the Pacific are: (Attrition neglected) 

Own 



BB 

“ 5 ” 

4 


OBB 

9 

9 


CV 

7 

7 


CA 

7 

14 


CL 

8 

21 


CLAA 

2 

-- 


DD 

118 

111 


SS 

51 

75 

0 





APD 

15 

— - 


AVD 

4 



ACV 

11 

12 


APA 

25 



AKA 

10 



AO 

28 

20 


AV 


6 

0 
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2. The following differences appear as between our es¬ 
timate of ships available and those stated in the plan: 


Own Plan 

ACV ll 18 

BBs 9 8-10 

CV 7 8-10 

CAs 7 2/ 


3. A conservative estimate of enemy garrison troops are: 

WAKE - 3000 

MARCUS - 2500 

CHICHI lima - 6000 

11,500 

Our assault force estimated necessary to seize above 
mentioned bases would then be around 50,000. This would oall 
for about 40 APAs against 25 available. Ten AKAs available 
might do. 

4. The plan requires the ferrying of large numbers of 
planes westward from WAKE. Based on performance in December 
1941, the enemy can launch heavy air attacks on WAKE from the 
MARSHALLS. As there is nothing in the plan to neutralize this, 
it is assumed that this bombing will be accepted. Thus, severe 
damage to planes in transit must be expected. 

5. Due to time difference, the attack on V/AKE at daybreak 
will be known at MARCUS before the daybreak attack there. Like¬ 
wise, the attacks on WAKE and MARCUS will be known before the 
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daybreak attack on CHICHI Jima. The element of surprise can 
be considered lacking west of WAKE unless there i3 a readjust¬ 
ment. Indeed, tactical surprise cannot be counted on except 
possibly at CHICHI Jima. An undetected approach of the slow 
OBB 3 and ACVs 3eeras too much to expect. 

6. The plan requires that five task forces or groups 
attack simultaneously or nearly so, from position not mutually 
supporting, thus exposing each to superior enemy strength. 

7. The logistic considerations are appended. 

8. A study of the employment of land forces is appended. 

9. The plan Involves the employment of almost every com¬ 
batant type in the Pacific - all in a high state of training. 
This would mean the complete withdrawal of Sopao forces for 

at least two months. It does not seem probable that we can 
afford to depend on shore based air and garrison troops in the 
Sopac until that area is much stronger. Specifically, it would 
be reasonably safe only when we have completed Tasks TWO and 
THREE of the current campaign in the Sopac. August 1, 1943, is 
an early estimate for this completion. 

10. While the employment of ACVs is not stated in the plan, 
it is assumed that they will be required to provide air cover¬ 
age for the accompanying surface vessels and assist in the re¬ 
duction of shore defenses prior to the landing. This type has 
been in the Pacific Fleet only a short time. None has been used 
in actual combat to date. Their tactical employment in a task 
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force Is now under test. Oincpac oannot state definitely at 
this time that they oannot be employed as assumed above, but 
does feel that the prospects of development for such employ¬ 
ment and in such numbers by August 1, 1943, i3 questionable. 


CONCLUSION 

The plan is not feasible with strength now in sight 
available to Clnopac. 





IV - Consequences as to Cost . 

1. In substance, the plan proposes to fight a full fledged 
naval battle in the vicinity of the 30NINS; a hazarding of 

most if not all of our naval strength in a disposition of forces 
that allows piece meal defeat. 

2. If the enemy does not expose his fleet, and after we 
have taken the positions named, we are faced with a different 
logistic problem which offers Japan extremely favorable condi¬ 
tions for successful attrition tactics. 

CONCLUSION 

The plan i3 attractively bold and does not offer suf¬ 
ficient returns for the risk involved. 



V - Recommendations . 

(a) That the plan be keot alive until circumstances are 
more favorable. 

(b) That continued study be made of plans to short circuit 
the campaign WPL-46-PC, which now appears to offer Japan oppor¬ 
tunity to remain on the defensive long enough to exploit the Par 
East, gain hegemony there, and force us into a stalemate. 
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ESTIMATE OF LAND FORCES REQUIRED FOR SUNSET OPERATIONS 





w 


1. The aspect of the SUNSET Operation herein discussed 
is that affeoted by the number of land forces required for the 
entire operation. The most important factor from this viewpoint 
is that overall success of the operation depends upon assured 
capture of three widely separated places. Delay in obtaining 
complete possession of the airfields at WAKE, MARCUS, and CIIICHI 
Jima may jeopardize the entire operation; and failure to capture 
any one of those three islands will result in failure of the 
entire operation. Manifestly, the ground forces for the attaok 
of each of the three islands must be in sufficient superiority 
quickly to capture and eliminate Japanese ground forces. A small 
margin of superiority of force, which, given time, oould completely 
capture the islands, will not be acceptable. 

2. Heavy personnel losses must be expected where initial 
assault waves are compelled to land over beaches which are de- 
fended by obstacles and fire. At WAKE the whole seaward shore¬ 
line is known to be heavily defended and it is presumed that a 
similar condition obtains at MARCUS. At CHICIH Jirna there are 
few feasible landing beaches along the otherwise rock and cliff 
bound coast. These few beaches are assumed to be defended and 
opposition at the beach should be expected. Our only experience 
in landing against Jap opposition has been at TULAGI, GAVTJTU, and 
MAKAMBO. The initial estimate of forces for this attack was 

too small, but fortunately a reserve was available to turn the 


- 1 - 


1319 









declassified 


o 




o 




* «or? ¥- * 

tide. We employed about 6000 troop3 against about 1000 and 
fighting continued for several days. The foregoing is stated 
not for the purpose of deriving the ratio of attacking to de¬ 
fending troops required for success, but for the purpose of empha¬ 
sizing that the SUNSET Operation must have sufficient land forces 
assigned to accomplish the capture of each island quickly and 
completely. This factor is given its appropriate weight in the 
following estimate. 

3. Another vital factor common to capture of all bases is 
the amount of naval gunfire and air support to be given the 
landing forces. The four ACV allotted for WAKE and MARCUS will 
not have sufficient bombers to provide adequate support for a 
large scale daylight landing and for further troop operations 
ashore. One old BB can cover only 17,600 square yards with re¬ 
quired density of gunfire. Two old 3B will be incapable of pro¬ 
viding the required gunfire support at either WAKE or MARCUS, 
measured in terms of volume, distribution, and effectiveness. The 
foregoing statement on adequacy of air and naval gunfire support 
is made to show that the aircraft and fire support vessels as¬ 
signed in the 3T7N3ET plan are insufficient. However, it is as¬ 
sumed that our troops will not be employed in a landing opera¬ 
tion without giving them adequate fire support and no increase 
in landing forces is included in the below estimates because of 
these two factors. A revision in estimate of ACV and fire sup¬ 
port ships for the different operations seem indicated. 
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4-. As soon as the islands are seized, they will require 
base personnel for repairs, construction, maintenance, aircraft 
servicing, and defense. Only base defense personnel will be 
considered herein. Such base personnel will have to provide 
and man defensive coastal and AA weapons with whioh offensive 
troops are not equipped. Strong AA protection must be provided 
at each base if the general purpose is to be achieved. These 
requirements are additional to those for the initial seizure. 

5. At WAKE and MARCUS there are no harbors or even 
sheltered areas where debarking and landing of troops can be 
accomplished without interference from the weather. Subsequent 
unloading of supplies will have to be done by boat and barges 
and will require much manpower and time. Enemy air and submarine 
attacks can interfere with such operations to the greatest 
practicable extent. Heavy losses in men and material must be 
anticipated and provided for in the initial plan3. 

WAKE ISLAND 

The Marine Forces, 14-th Naval District, for several 
months, have been studying the reoapture of WAKE. Although 
their estimates have not been formally submitted and accepted, 
they will be used as a basis for the WAKE estimate herein. The 
troops required for the initial move to WAKE are estimated a3 
follows: 

(a) Assault troops 12,500 

(b) 2 Defense Battalions 2.500 


TOTAL 


15,000 
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The estimated enemy strength at MARCUS is about 
2,500 men. This island is considerably amaller than WAKE and 
has much less shoreline. The Japs have not had the incentive 
to defend this island as strongly as WAKE and its position makes 
it less vulnerable to attack than WAKE. Landing troops and 
supplies on this island will be a hazardous and laborious opera¬ 
tion. It is estimated that, based on the foregoing assumption, 
the following troops should be in the initial movement to 
MARCUS: 

(a) Assault troops 8,000 

(b) Defense Bn (Reinf with 

amall and medium cal. A A 2.000 

TOTAL 10,000 

CHICHI JIMA ISLAND 

CHICHI Jima is the southern of three islands that lie 
along a North-South line about 10 miles long. All three islands 
are fortified and mutually supporting by gunfire. To secure 
CHICHI Jima for our use, therefore, requires simultaneous opera¬ 
tions against three islands. Little is known of the strength 
of forces on these islands but what has been called a conserva¬ 
tive estimate places the garrison at about 6,500. The terrain 
on all three islands is rugged and diffj cult of transit except 
on established highways of which CIIICHI Jima has a good net¬ 
work. The coasts are generally rooky with cliff3 that prevent 
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landing from the sea. The estimate of forces required for the 
capture and subsequent defense of the CHICHI Jima area is: 

(a) Assault Troops 22,000 

(b) Defense Bn. 3.000 

TOTAL 25,000 

RECAPITULATION 

WAKE 15,000 

MARCUS 10,000 

CHICHI Jima 25.000 

TOTAL 50,000 
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1. The aspect of the SUNSET Operation herein discussed 
Is that affeoted by the number of land forces required for the 
entire operation. The most important factor from this viewpoint 
is that overall success of the operation depends upon assured 
capture of three widely separated places. Delay in obtaining 
complete possession of the airfields at WAKE, MARCUS, and CHICHI 
Jima may jeopardize the entire operation; and failure to capture 
any one of those three islands will result in failure of the 
entire operation. Manifestly, the ground forces for the attaok 
of each of the three islands must be in sufficient superiority 
quickly to capture and eliminate Japanese ground forces. A small 
margin of superiority of force, which, given time, could completely 
capture the islands, will not be acceptable. 

2. Heavy personnel losses must be expected where initial 
assault waves are compelled to land over beaches whioh are de¬ 
fended by obstacles and fire. At WAKE the whole seaward shore¬ 
line is known to be heavily defended and it is presumed that a 
similar condition obtains at MARCUS. At CHICHI Jima there are 
few feasible landing beaches along the otherwise rook and cliff 
bound coast. These few beaches are assumed to be defended and 
opposition at the beach should be expected. Our only experience 
in landing against Jap opposition has been at TULAGI, GAVUTU, and 
MAKAMBO. The initial estimate of forces for this attack was 

too small, but fortunately a reserve was available to turn the 
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tide. We employed about 6000 troops against about 1000 and 
fighting continued for several days. The foregoing is stated 
not for the purpose of deriving the ratio of attacking to de¬ 
fending troops required for success, but for the purpose of empha¬ 
sizing that the SUNSET Operation must have sufficient land forces 
assigned to accomplish the capture of each island quickly and 
completely. This factor is given its appropriate weight in the 
following estimate. 

3. Another vital factor common to capture of all bases is 
the amount of naval gunfire and air support to be given the 
landing forces. The four ACV allotted for WAKE and MARCUS will 
not have sufficient bombers to provide adequate support for a 
large scale daylight landing and for further troop operations 
ashore. One old BB can oover only 17,600 square yards with re¬ 
quired density of gunfire. Two old BB will be incapable of pro¬ 
viding the required gunfire support at either WAKE or MARCUS, 
measured in terns of volume, distribution, and effectiveness. The 
foregoing statement on adequacy of air and naval gunfire support 
is made to show that the aircraft and fire support vessels as¬ 
signed in the 3UNSET plan are insufficient. However, it is as¬ 
sumed that our troops will not be employed in a landing opera¬ 
tion without giving them adequate fire support and no increase 
in landing forces is included in the below estimates beoause of 
these two factors. A revision in estimate of ACV and fire sup¬ 
port ships for the different operations seem indicated. 
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4. As soon as the islands are seized, they will require 
base personnel for repairs, construction, maintenance, aircraft 
servicing, and defense. Only base defense personnel will be 
considered herein. Such base personnel will have to provide 
and man defensive coastal and AA weapons with which offensive 
troops are not equipped. Strong AA protection must be provided 
at each base if the general purpose is to be achieved. These 
requirements are additional to those for the initial seizure. 

5. At Y/AKE and MARCUS there are no harbors or even 

• sheltered areas where debarking and landing of troops can be 
accomplished without interference from the weather. Subsequent 
unloading of supplies will have to be done by boat and barges 
and will require much manpower and time. Enemy air and submarine 
attacks can interfere with such operations to the greatest 
practicable extent. Heavy losses in men and material must be 
anticipated and provided for in the initial plans. 


WAKE ISLAND 

The Marine Forces, 14th Naval District, for several 
months, have been studying the recspture of WAKE. Although 
their estimates have not been formally submitted and acoepted, 
they will be used as a basis for the 7/AKE estimate herein. The 
troops required for the initial move to WAKE are estimated as 
follows: 

(a) Assault troops 12,500 

(b) 2 Defense Battalions 2.500 

TOTAL 15,000 
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The estimated enemy strength at MARCUS is about 
2,500 men. This island is considerably smaller than WAKE and 
has much less shoreline. The Japs have not had the incentive 
to defend this island as strongly as WAKE and its position makes 
it less vulnerable to attack than WAKE. Landing troops and 
supplies on this island will be a hazardous and laborious opera¬ 
tion. It is estimated that, based on the foregoing assumption, 
the following troops should be in the initial movement to 
MARCUS: 


O 


o 



(a) Assault troops 8,000 

(b) Defense Bn (Reinf with 

small and medium cal. A A 2.000 

TOTAL 10,000 

CHICHI JIMA ISLAND 

CHICHI Jima is the southern of three islands that lie 
along a North-South line about 10 miles long. All three islands 
are fortified and mutually supporting by gunfire. To seoure 
CHICHI Jima for our use, therefore, renuires simultaneous opera¬ 
tions against three islands. Little is known of the strength 
of forces on these islands but what has been called a conserva¬ 
tive estimate places the garrison at about 6,500. The terrain 
on all three islands is rugged and difficult of transit except 
on established highways of which CIIICIII Jima has a good net¬ 
work. The coasts are generally rocky with cliffs that prevent 
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landing from the sea. The estimate of forces required 
capture and subsequent defense of the CHICHI Jima area 

(a) Assault Troops 22,000 

(b) Defense Bn. 3.000 

TOTAL 25,000 


for the 
is: 



RECAPITULATION 

WAKE 15,000 

MARCUS 10,000 

CHICHI Jima 25.000 

TOTAL 50,000 


O 
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To enable a study under this heading certain assumptions 
must be made In addition to those mentioned in the comments of 
the preceding text. 

The main assumptions are: 

1. That all surface units (exclusive of submarines, trans¬ 
ports and cargo ships) and carrier aircraft must be supported for 
thirty days exclusive of time required to reach initial attack 
positions. 

2. That surface units will proceed from PEARL to initial 
attack positions and return to PEARL at average speeds of 15 
knots. 

3. That distances travelled by task forces from PEARL to 
initial attack positions will be 20# in excess of shortest routes. 

4. That after reaching initial attack positions and for 
a period of thirty days thereafter surface units involved will 
average not less than one day in five at 25 knot3, for vessels 
capable of that speed, and at maximum sustained speed for other 
vessels. The return trip to PEARL is assumed to be included 
within this period. 

5. That the three occupation forces will be landed with 
initial stocks of supplies of food and ammunition for 60 days. 

6. That aviation gasoline in the amount of 500,000 gallons 
must be landed with or shortly after each of the three occupa¬ 
tion forces, and that a minimum of 1,000,000 gallons monthly 
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supply must be furnished to each of the seized bases. It is to 
be noted that this supply must be in drums for the initial oc¬ 
cupation and for a period of at least three months thereafter. 

7. That all cargo ships and transports will retire to 
PEARL immediately following the occupation and discharge of 
cargo. As noted in paragraph 1, this eliminates necessity of 
providing logistic support for transports and cargo ships dur¬ 
ing entire operation while away from PEARL. 

8. That tankers supporting the plan which proceed to 
PEARL for reloading will return to a median point at Lat. 30° N, 
Long. 150° E (arbitrarily selected for computation of distance 
only). 


© 

C 


Premised on the foregoing, the following estimates of 
fuel are submitted. For convenience this analysis is made in 
detail for each of the task forces involved and then summarized. 
It should be noted that in the absence of certain organizational 
details of the Plan regax-ding destroyer and cruiser escorts, an 
appropriate available number of these vessels has been added to 
eaoh of the task forces indicated. Combatant vessels remaining 
at sea for the thirty day period after Initial attacks are assum¬ 
ed to return with bunker capacities filled to 50$. 


10 ACV 

5 OBB Distance PEARL to Initial Point (/ 20*) 

42 DD 4000 miles. 

W* 20 APA 11.1 days at 15 knots. 

6 AKA 
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FUEL REQUIREMENTS (Bbis) 


Explanation of column headings: 


( 1 ) 

\a 


Type in Task Force. 

Average bunker capacity for type. 

3) Fuel required from PEARL to attaok position. 

(4) Fuel required for 24 days at 15 knots. 

(5) Fuel required for 6 days at high speed. 

(6) Sura of columns (3), (4) and (5) minus 1/2 column (2) x 



number type 

in task force. 



Uk 

ill 

33000 

127&5 

27^00 

1 U 00 

161 

209325 

ACV 

22100 

4440 

9600 

3600 

65400 

DD 

3400 

2997 

6480 

6000 

578634 






853359 

TF 7.1 

4 ACV 




(/ 2056) 

2 OBB 

Distance 

PEARL to Initial Point 


22 DD 

11 APA 


2400 miles. 
6.7 days at 

15 knot3. 



4 AKA 




OBB 

33000 

7705 

27600 

1800 

73610 

ACV 

22100 

2680 

9600 

3600 

19320 

DD 

3400 

1809 

6480 

6000 

276958 






369886 

TF 7.2 

4 ACV 




(/ 20#) 


2 OBB 

Distance 

PEARL to Initial Point 


17 DD 


3100 miles. 



9 APA 

8.6 days at 15 knots 



3 AKA 





OBB 

33000 

9890 

276 OO 

1800 

77980 

ACV 

22100 

3440 

9600 

3600 

26360 

DD 

3400 

2322 

6480 

6000 

222734 




327074 

TF 7.3 

4 CV (Ex CL) 

Distance 

PEARL to Initial Point 

(/ 20#) 

2 CA 


3700 miles 




12 DD 

10.3 days at 15 knots. 


CV (Ex CL) 14700 

7519 

17520 

15000 

130956 

CA 

20000 

8034 

18720 

16800 

67108 

DD 

3400 

2781 

6480 

6000 

162732 




360786 


TF 7.4 This submarine TF will require no logistic support while 
in area. 
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TF 7.5 5 CV 

6 BB 
5 CA 
8 CL 
2 CL 
27 DD 


(Essex type) 
(fast) 

(AA) 


Distance PEARL to Initial Point 
(/ 25) 3700 miles 

10.3 days at 15 knots. 




Essex) 


11^39 

BB (fast) 

40000 

9785 

CA 

20000 

8034 

CL 

14700 

6901 

CL (AA) 

8900 

3708 

DD 

3400 

2781 


27^20 

44L 

21600 

205795 

22800 

21000 

201510 

18720 

16800 

167770 

16080 

14100 

238248 

8640 

6000 

27696 

6480 

6000 

366147 



1208166 


Summary of Fuel Requirements 


TP 7 

853359 

20730 

Avg/Day 

TF 7.1 

369888 

10000 

ft 

TF 7.2 

327074 

8470 

ft 

TF 7.3 

360786 

8950 

It 

TF 7.4 

None 



TF 7.5 

1208166 

30000 

tf 

Total 

3119273 Bbls 

78150 

Bbl/day 




Tankers required to furnish the above quantity of fuel can be con¬ 
sidered from either of two standpoints; viz., a sufficient number 
assigned to carry the total requirement In one outbound voyage 
from PEARL, or by a combination of single trippers and those which 
oan make two deliveries to the Task Forces durine the period in¬ 
volved. The second of these schemes is the more economical but 
is definitely limited as to the number of tankers which oan make 
two deliveries. This follows from consideration of the fact that 
although the average consumption of all task forces is approx¬ 
imately equal to a tanker load per day that no fueling at sea 
except of destroyers would take place during the first ten days. 


4- 


1332 

















g-'N 









o 

0 






3inoe the turn around tine of a 15 knot tanker from the as¬ 
sumed rendezvous point of L 30° N and 150° E and PEARL is 18 
days by the shortest route, it is apparent that tankers making 
two deliveries during the whole operation would have to be re¬ 
leased to pick up their second loads at a time not over eleven 
or twelve days from Initial departure from PEARL. Again as¬ 
suming that the average rate of consumption is a tanker load per 
day for all forces, it follows that the maximum number of tank¬ 
ers which could make two deliveries is about ten. Actually this 
number should be estimated at not more than eight. On the basis 
of 80,000 bbl load for the average fleet tanker there will be 
required, therefore, the following number of these vessels: 

8 at 160,000 bbls (2 deliveries) 1,280,000 bbls 

23 " 80,000 " (1 delivery) 1.839.273 " 

Totals 31 3,119,273 " 

The present number of fast fleet tankers assigned to the Pacific 
Fleet is 15. This number (neglecting attrition) will be in¬ 
creased to 23 by August 1943. To meet the fuel requirements of 
the Plan, therefore, 8 additional fleet type tankers would be 
needed. In this connection it should be noted that commercial 
type allocated tankers are unsuitable because of lack of facil¬ 
ities for fueling at sea, and further that all of these now as¬ 
signed would have to be employed in replenishing stocks at PEARL 
and in other areas. 

In addition to the problem of supporting ships of the 
Plan with fuel during the active period consideration must be 
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Riven to topning off of bunkers prior to departure from and 
after return to PEARL. Assuming an average of 8000 bbls. for 
each of the 232 ships involved for the a>ove purpose there 
would be required, in addition to the 3,119,273 bbls for the 
main operation, about 2,000,000 bbls., or a total of 5,119,273 
bbls. Prudence would demand that most of this amount be ac¬ 
cumulated at PEARL in advance of the operation. Using a thirty 
day cycle and an average capacity of 80,000 bbls, it would take 
10 tankers five months to provide at PEARL 4,000,000 bbls of 
the above amount. If the Plan is to be undertaken the forego¬ 
ing 10 tankers should be assigned immediately in addition to 
those now available to the Pacific Fleet. 

Gasoline and Diesel Requirements 
No difficulty should be experienced in meeting these 
requirements except as indicated under the heading of general 
comments which follows. 

Provisions and miscellaneous 
Same remarks as under the preceding paragraph. 

General Comments 

At WAKE and MARCUS, and to an undetermined extent at 
CHICHI Jima, the oroblem of landing equipment and supplies of 
all kinds in large quantities will be extremely difficult. It 
would )e unwise to estimate discharge rates at more than 400 
ton3 per ship per day. On this basis the unloading times for 
APA*s will average 10 days and for AKA*s 15 days. Enemy sub- 
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marine and aircraft attacks may, and probably will, extend these 
periods. Attention should also be directed to the improbability 
of discharging cargo at WAKE and MARCUS from more than about 
four ships simultaneously. The formidable problem of getting 
equipment and supplies ashore quickly should, therefore, be 
thoroughly appreciated. Failure to do so might well spell 
disaster for the whole expedition. 

It should be stressed particularly that it is vital 
to the transfer and effectiveness of aircraft banked at MIDWAY 
to provide at all three seized points immediately on landing a 
sufficient quantity of aviation gasoline. This amount should 
not be less than 500,000 gals. (20,000 drums). The man power 
necessary to handle this quantity is alone of such magnitude 
as to clearly indicate the tremendous difficulty of establishing 
logistic supplies during the occupation period. 


Conclusions 

Logistioally the Plan can be met subject to the fol¬ 
lowing conditions: 

(a) That approximately 5,000,000 bbls of fuel oil be ac¬ 
cumulated in advance at PEARL. This will require five 
month8 and 10 more tankers than are now available to 
the Pacific Fleet. 

(b) That 8 more fast Fleet tankers be made available in 
addition to those now in sight (neglecting attrition) 
by August 1%3. A total of 31 are required. 
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In view of the acute tanker situation in other than Pacific 
areas it is extremely unlikely that either conditions (a) or 
(b) can be satisfied. This conclusion, coupled with the pre¬ 
viously mentioned difficulty of physically landing and handling 
the tremendous quantities of supplies during the occupation 
period, render the Plan impracticable from a logistic viewpoint. 


O 
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ADDENDA TO ESTIMATE OF T?iE SITUATION SOLOMON ISLANDS» DATED 

JANUARY 15. 1943. 

1. No change is made in the Estimate of January 15th. 
The problem remains the 3ame. Changes which result from 
progress made in the past 30 days are covered herein. 


February 15, 1943. 


|3^\aa^vvV'C > ^ / v ^ 


2. All organised enemy resistance on GUADALCANAL ceased 
on Feb. 9th. This makes possible the reduction of troops 
thereon. 


3. RUSSELL Islands are to be occupied about Feb. 21st. 
The only immediate effect will be to deny it to the enemy, 
"ork will be started at once to build an airfield on that 
Island. 



4. The enemy appears to be completing the construction 
of an airfield at VILA. 

5. During the past 30 days we have lost one CA and one 
DD. The enemy has lost several DDs. 
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January 16th . 

PBYs were over KAHILI from 2300 to 0100 (local) to 
harass the enemy. Earlier in the evening (2000 local) 5 
B17s dropped bombs on the airfield. Yesterday there were two 
raids on MUNDA, at noon and at 5^30 p.m. (local). Except for 
these raids and the preparations for the offensive on GUADAL¬ 
CANAL scheduled for the 18th (local), the Pacific Ocean Areas 
were ouiet. 

Except for T.G. 67.5 (4 CDs) enroute to GUADALCANAL for 
a bombardment mission, and the normal logistic moves, all 
major forces are in port. 

CTF 8 170935 gives the progress of the CROWBAR opera¬ 
tion. 


No new enemy developments were noted. 
January 17th. 





No major sightings were reported in any Pacific area. 
Usual air activity in the central SOLOMONS continued. Ground 
action on GUADALCANAL was progressing satisfactorily. 

Reports from our submarines on patrol are most encourag¬ 
ing. Sinkings are increasing as more submarines become avail¬ 
able along productive routes. During the recent Subpac con¬ 
centration in the RABAUL area there was a considerable drop in 
our sinkings along trade routes. It is interesting also to 
note that our mine plants off HONSHU are successful and well 
worth the effort. 

Bad weather in the ALEUTIANS stopoed air operations 
scheduled for today. 

Nothing has been learned today of the deployment of 
major enemy units or of enemy plans. large scale enemy opera¬ 
tions are expected in the SOLOMONS Sea area between now and the 
end of the month. 

ft 
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January 13th. 

Comsopac 191022 (four part) is his operations plan 
2-43 for the bombing and bombardment of the VILA area commenc¬ 
ing January 23 rd local. 

Routine air operations in the SOLOMONS were hampered 
by bad weather. On GUADALCANAL the reconnaissance in force has 
developed into a full scale offensive toward the westward. 




The S.S. LIPSCOMB LYKES grounded on DURAND REEF, to 
the eastward of NOUMEA, and may be a total loss. A salvage 
attempt will be made. 

Air Commodore Goddard, RNZAF, conferred at length with 
01 today regarding the command set up for NEW ZEALAND air operat¬ 
ing in the Pacific Theater outside of their homeland. The mat¬ 
ter will be considered further in a few days upon the arrival 
at PEARL of Rear Admiral Wilkinson (Deputy SoPac). 

CTF 8 states that lack of aerial photo planes in the 
ALEUTIANS is seriously affecting his plans for "future opera¬ 
tions. Unloading is progressing slowly at AMCHITKA but is im¬ 
proving. 


There was an air raid alarm on OAHU during the night. 
All clear was sounded at 1:00 a.m. The alarm was caused by a 
false radar contact. 


No new enemy developments were observed. 





January 19th. 


There were no major sightings in the area. A fairly 
large concentration is noted in the SHORTLAND area with consi¬ 
derable moves oetween the NEW GEORGIA group and 30UGAINVILLE. 
Several air strikes were made but only one hit was claimed - a 
500 lb. skip bomb from 250 feet on a DD. Bad weather continues 
to hamper air operations. 




Very fine reports were received from our submarines. 

Off TRUK the SILVER°IDES sank one A0, one submarine, and got five 
hits in three AKs. The surface vessels were in a convoy. It 
is interesting to note that the convoy was intercepted as a re¬ 
sult of decrintion analysis. The GREENLING sank one AK off NEW 
HANOVER. The SWORDFISH reports one hit on an AK off 30UGAINVILLE 
Strait. In the same vicinity the NAUTILUS got one hit on a 
MOGAMI Class cruiser. 

It seems probable that the T0KT0 Express of one cruiser 
and seven DDs ran yesterday, but was not intercepted. In this 


(Continued) 


1339 












DECLASSIFIED 

■s e e aBE 


January 19oh. (Continued) 

connection, the five 2100 ton DDs sent to TULAGI (TG 67 . 5 ) to 
operate from there as a striking force, are returning to ESPIR- 
ITTT SANTO.. The reason for this is not reported. 

No report has been received regarding around action to¬ 
day on GUADALCANAL. 

Unloading at AMCHITKA continues under difficulties. 

The MIDDLETON is being unloaded by man power. It is confirmed 
that the WORDEN sank on January 12 with loss of 14 enlisted 
men. Nad weather has prevented effective attack on enemy ship- 
pins: at KISKA. Of five B-2As sent to attack there none reached 
the objective and four were destroyed in crashes on return. 

The location of major enemy vessels continues obscure. 

It is probable that 2 CVs are in the TRUK area, and that 3 CVs 
have just about completed intensive training in Empire waters. 
Signs continue to point to major operations in the SOLOMONS Sea 
area in the near future. No major threat is seen in any other 
direction but raids in the HAWAIIAN area are still a possibility. 


January 20th . 

Again today our air operations in the Cen 
were greatly hampered by bad weather. Minor sightings in the 
BUIN area were reported. The large concentration of enemy ships 
at RABAUL continues. 

Task Forces 63 and 67 are operating in preparation for 
the bombing and bombardment of VILA (NEW GEORGIA) scheduled to 
commence the 23rd (local). Other task forces are in port. 

The enemy dropped eight small bombs on ESPIRITU SANTO 
today. There were no casualties or damage. 


& 


al SOLOMONS x 


Enemy planes were reported over GUADALCANAL last night. 
Thus, Secnav and Cincpac micht have seen a show as they were 
there on inspection. 

It seems probable that the ARGONAUT was lost in action 
off GASMATA January 10th (local). 


Enemy subs torpedoed two tankers off SYDNEY the 18th 
(local). One of these, the UOBILUBE, reached S V DNEY and the 
other sank. 


Comamphibforpac will prepare plans jointly with the Army 
for the reduction and occupation of KISKA on the assumption that 
he will, under the Commander Northern Force, command the opera¬ 
tion when and if it is ordered. 


There were no new enemy developments. 
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January 21st . 



Routine air activities in the central SOLOMONS con¬ 
tinue to be hampered by bad weather. However, the weather is 
improving. No important or significant sightings were reported. 

The GRAMPUS returning from patrol in the RABAUL area 
reports sinking one 7000 ton AK; one 8000 ton AP, one 10000 
ton AP. Also, she probably sank the DD ASASHIO. 

Enemy planes were over GUADALCANAL again last night 
on harrassing missions. 

The clipper which left PEARL for SAN FRANCISCO yes¬ 
terday is presumed lost. Embarked was Comsubpac and nine other 
key Pacific Fleet officers. 

In spite of unfavorable weather the unloading at 
AMCHITKA is proceeding. Work has been started on a fighter 
strip. 


Recent increased activities in the MARSHALLS suggest 
the possibility of a raid on our Central Pacific positions in 
the near future. This sort of operation is, of course, well 
within enemy capabilities. We are very much in the dark con¬ 
cerning major enemy deployments but believe their main interests 
continue to be centered in the south. An airfield is being 
constructed at VILA KOLOMBANGARA. 

January 22nd . 

In accordance with Comsopac Op-Plan 2-43, previ&btsiy 
mentioned, three strikes were made on MUNDA today. The first, 
at noon, was made by 6 B-26s followed immediately by 8 33D. The 
second, at 1400, was made by 8 B-17s. The third, at 1730, was 
made by B-26s and SBDs. These strikes immobilized the air strip 
for the time being at least. The TONOLEI field was also bombed 
by B-17s. Also, in accordance with the plan, the SARATOGA planes 
landed at GUADALCANAL for operations against VILA and to cover TF 
67 tomorrow. 

ESPIRITU SANTO was bombed again on the 22nd (local). No 
damage was done. 

Enemy planes were over GUADALCANAL again last night. 
Damage and casualties were very light. Ground activity there 
was limited to patrol. 

The Central and North Pacific areas were quiet. 

The enemy sub operating off SYDNEY has now torpedoed a 
total of two tankers (mentioned before) and one AK in ballast. 
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January" 22nd. (Continued) 

In the SW Pac our pressure on the enemy continues in 
the 3UNA area. 

The Army photo mission to WAKE was turned back because 
of bad weather. 


Cominch 222037 pink gives prospective assignment of new 
CVs to Pacific Fleet during the next six months. 


From 3 to A enemy carriers, several 33s, cruisers and 
destroyers are indicated at TRUK. At least one CA and DD screen 
are in the MARSHALLS. The-latter would be a good set-up for a 
hit and run bombardment of CANTON. 


January 23 rd . 



Two CL and three DD of TF 67 carried out the planned 
bombardment of VILA. This was followed by the planned strike by 
the SARATOGA air group. Results are reported to be very satis¬ 
factory. 


Routine searches in the 30L0M0N 0 did not sight anything 

unusual. 


Comsowespac reports a very successful air strike on RA3AUL 
shipping. Of eight bombers, three used skip bombing. Results 
reported: 2 AK sunk, 2 marus exploded, 1 maru left on fire. 

TF 11 is proceeding to NOUMEA. TF 67 is proceeding to 
ESPIRITU SANTO. Other SoPac combatant task forces are in port. 

A full scale offensive is underwav toward Jap positions 
on GUADALCANAL. 

Heavy gunfire was reported north of CANTON. Air search 
to investigate is not yet completely reported. Subs have been 
reported in the vicinity of CANTON recently. 

Enemy subs have been renorted south of OAHU the past 
week, but no definite contacts are reported. 

There were no new enemy developments. 

(V 
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Notes on the Conference held at Noumea 
1520 to 1700, January 23, 1943. 


Clncpac and two members of his staff; 

Comsopac, his C of 3, War Plans, Opera¬ 
tions, Intelligence Officers, and Chief 
of BuAer. 

Admiral Nimltz - The object of this conference is to review 

the situation in the South Pacific and to ex¬ 
change views. No decision will be reached. 
Indeed, we may not agree on all points. 

First, as to GUADALCANAL. What is Comsopac’s 
view as to progress, approximate date Japs will 
be eliminated. Shall we need more troops? 

What number should be left as a garrison on 
completion of the operation? 

Gen. Peck (War Plans Officer) - Based on no greater rate of 

Jap reenforcement we believe that Japs will be 
eliminated April 1st. We think that our force 
remaining after the withdrawal of the 2nd Ma¬ 
rines will be ample. After enemy elimination 
we should maintain two divisions plus service 
troops until we go further. We estimate a to¬ 
tal of 8,000 Japs with 4,000 effective. We do 
not believe Japs will strike further at GUADAL¬ 
CANAL but will hold the defensive in order to 
contain our force there in greater number to 
them. 

Admiral Halsey - Peck has not been there for two weeks. 

Admiral Nimltz - here sketched the operation at GUADALCANAL 
commencing on January 22nd. If we are suc¬ 
cessful, we will complete prior to April 1st. 

Gen. Peck - My estimate was conservative. The Japs may 

use delaying tactics which will prolong the 
business. 

Captain Browning - Gen. Patch hoped to hasten the operation 
by the U3e of an envelopment by sea, but he 
held this course of action In abeyance because 
of the shortage of boats, and the man power 
required both for land offensive measures, and 
for unloading ships. 
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Present: 


Admiral Halsey - Gen. Patch expects his enveloping movement 

(land) starting January 22nd to be successful 

















■ ' D®fF!ED 

Admiral Nimitz 

o 

Admiral Hal3ey 


© 


- That’s a good argument for placing stores at 
GUADALCANAL -- What use could be made of a pon¬ 
toon (cellular barge) dock at Cactus? 

- We are not sure of its value there. 





Gen. Peck - The L.C.T.*s and L.C.I.’s may solve this 

question. Capt. Carter (Comnavbases Sopao) 
is working on the problem. 

Admiral Nimitz - What is Comsopac f s ideas on future operations 
from Cactus-Ringbolt at the end of February with 
what you have, or on April 1st when planes will 
increase in number? 

Admiral McCain - Promised increase in supply of planes. 

Admiral Nimitz - Is the increase of planes proceeding? 

Captain Browning - Yes as regards Navy planes, not as regards 
Army planes. 

Admiral Nimitz - Will Comsopac originate a dispatch to Cominch 
info Cincpac requesting Army to carry out Army 
replacement and upkeep program? 

- - - Admiral McCain stated he would get behind 

this project on receipt of dispatch from Cominch 
i.e. Cominch usually passes a dispatch like the 
projected one from Comsopac to his desk for 
action — A rather protracted discussion here 
took place on Army aircraft, the only result of 
which was to call for the presence of Gen. Har¬ 
mon who at a later stage joined the conference. 

Gen. Peck - In the absence of Admiral Halsey, the staff 

lias been exploring the use of RUSSELL ISLAND 
(He here got the nod from Admiral Halsey to go 
ahead on his exposition). Our Idea is to take 
it with one raider battalion and part of a de¬ 
fense battalion and to use it as a staging point 
for our landing craft, for a P.T. boat base, and 
to deny it to the enemy. It will be in the na¬ 
ture of a minor movement preparatory to an advance 
on MUNDA, and its possession will add to the 
security of Cactus. RUSSELL Is CO miles from 
Cactus. It may possibly be used a3 a fighter 
field. 


Admiral Halsey - It sounds reasonable to me. 

vj 
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At this Junction Capt. Small and Col. Perrin 
explained Gen. Patch's scheme of maneuver. 
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Admiral Nimitz - There seems to be no dissenting opinion re¬ 
garding the operations. It is only a question 
of time when the Japs will be eliminated. 

When will KOLI strip be completed? 

Captain Browning - Thirty (30) days after the arrival of 
material. 

Admiral Halsey - About January 25th. 

Admiral Nimitz - What is the best date based on this discus¬ 
sion? 

Admiral Halsey - It should be ready for heavy bombers at the 
end of February but in emergency could be used 
the middle of February. 

Admiral Nimitz - How will Cactus be used next? 

Gen. Peck - It will be used as a supporting base for 

further advancing movements in the SOLOMONS. 

Admiral Nimitz - It is my idet that no permanent installations 

should be erected there. The only construction 
should be that necessary, and there should be a 
reduction in the rear areas. Everything should 
be based (predicated) on a forward movement. 

What are the essential features of the PORT 
PURVIS development? 

Gen. Peck - Moorings, submarine nets, and one defense 

battalion. We expect to pile stores up In 
floating equipment. 

Admiral Nimitz - But there is little space on the shoreline 
for storage. 

Gen. Peck - We expect to U3e KOLI POINT for stores, and 

PORT PURVIS as a safe anchorage for ships. As 
to defense we plan to place the 11th Defense 
Battalion at PORT PURVIS, the 5th to be scat¬ 
tered through TULAQI and GAVUTU, and one regi¬ 
ment on FLORIDA. 

Admiral Nimitz - What would the Japs want to go to FLORIDA 

for? 

Gen. Peck - Only to raid for it3 nuisance value. 
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Admiral Nimitz - Will it help you to go into MUNDA? 

Gen. Peck - Yea. By the time we expect to go into MUNDA 

it will require a division of troops, because 
the Japs will have land based aircraft by that 
time. 


Admiral Nimitz 


- You will need naval surface craft to get into 

RUSSELL? 


Gen. Peck - Yes, and after the landing we shall require 

ships for a few days to get supplies in. 



At this sta *e Gen. Harmon entered after which 
Admiral Nimitz explained the purpose of the 
conference in substantially the same words as 
given in the opening paragraph of this record. 

Admiral Nimitz - It is our understanding that the Army is be¬ 
hind in fulfilling 1t 3 plane requirements. 

Gen. Harmon - Yes. I have merely pointed out to the War 
Department that we are behind in our January 
deliveries. 


Admiral Nimitz - We desire a copy of the statement of the 
Army plane situation. 




This was promised. 

Admiral Nimitz - Go ahead with the exposition of plans beyond 

the middle of February. 

Gen. Peck - The 10th Defense Battalion will be necessary 

for the operation. 

(Note 1 Find out when 10th will arrive and notify Comaopac) 
I estimate the enemy strength in RUSSELL to 
be between 200 and a battalion. We plan to use 
the 3rd Raider Battalion against them. The 1st 
Raider Battalion will be ready on March 1st. 

The 2nd Raider Battalion could be used now al¬ 
though reported by the Corps to be only 25# ef¬ 
fective. However, I do not believe this. 
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Admiral Nlmitz - When do you think that you can move against 
MUNDA? 

Oen. Peck - April 1st. 

Admiral Halsey - How many men? 

Gen. Peck - One division - either the 2nd Marine Div¬ 

ision or a composite division composed of Army 
and Marinos, using part of the 43rd division. 
Some of the latter are to be trained here In 
Noumea In February for amphibious operations. 
The 2nd Marines will be out in plenty of time 
for this. 

Gen. Harmon - We will also train elements of the Kiwi Div¬ 
ision for amphibious operations. The reequip¬ 
ment of the troons who were in the COOLIDGE 
(172nd Infantry plus reenforcing artillery) has 
been completed, and they may be considered ef¬ 
fective now. 


Admiral Nlmitz - When the Japs are eliminated from GUADALCANAL 
between the middle of February and April 1st, 
we can consider Task I completed. — We have 
here a copy of a letter which I wrote Cominch 
requesting a revision of Tasks II and III. 

This is dated December 8, 1942. 

Note: Take copy of this letter to next conference with 
Cominch. 

At this time, Gen. Peck read the letter out 
loud omitting a few details. 

Admiral Nlmitz - Are there any objections to the letter? 

(There was none). 

You have seen by the dispatches in the mid¬ 
dle of January that there is no disposition to 
get a revision of command for Tasks II and III 
as originally laid down, however, I think that 
we may be able to get some concession as regards 
part of Task II at least. Then we are all satis¬ 
fied that Comsopac should retain command of op¬ 
erations in the SOLOMONS as outlined in my let¬ 
ter of December 8th, as read by Peck. 

Here Admiral Nlmitz outlined the present sit¬ 
uation regarding surface forces and stated that 
we should take every opportunity to strike at 
concentrations of Japanese ships by air and 
surface craft. I know that you will be on the 
alert. He referred to Murray’s operation in 
October 5th as one well planned and executed 
and only cheated by weather. 
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Admiral Nimitz then sketched the ALEUTIAN 
situation and developments including AMCHITKA 
and KISKA. He stressed the Jap concern with 
fishing as a food source. 

The next question brought up was the matter 
of the employment of the RNZAF. The letter re¬ 
garding unity of command in the Pacific areas 
and the changes thereto regarding New Zealand 
were read. This made Consopac responsible for 
the defense of New Zealand through the New Zea¬ 
land Chief of Staff. New Zealand has never 
notified Comsopac what forces have been assigned 
for its defense. Mention was made of Comsopac’s 
letter to the New Zealand Chief of Staff dated 
December 20, 1942 to which no reply has been re¬ 
ceived. (Copy of this letter was obtained). 

Admiral Nimitz - Send to me copies of all correspondence with 
the New Zealand government. When you receive 
an answer to the above mentioned letter make 
a specific request for forces you want, and 
tell them how you are going to employ each unit. 
Then you can devise the command set-up. 

The next matter covered was Cincpac’s serial 
96 of January 11, 1943. This touched a phase 
of censorship. Admiral Nimitz stated that Com¬ 
sopac was to handle censorship in his area and 
that when he returned to PEARL he would take up 
with Drake the project of writing a letter to 
Comsopac withdrawing the letter in question. 

This would be done in writing to keep the cor¬ 
respondence files straight. 
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January 24th. 

There were no major sightings in the Pacific Ocean 
areas today. Bad weather hampered routine air activities in 
the SOLOMONS Sea area. 

The offensive on GUADALCANAL has now progressed to K0- 
KUMBONA, which was captured today. The progress being made 
may effect olans to lay a mine field in the vicinity of KOMA 
reef. 


The WAHOO reports sinking a DD off WEWAK while enroute 
to patrol in the PALAO area. 

It is now certain that our occunation of AMCHITKA has 
been discovered by the enemy. Today bombs were dropoed by two 
float type zeros near the MIDDLETON which is aground in CONSTAN¬ 
TINE Harbor. 


So far as is known, there continues to be a major con¬ 
centration of combatant ships at TRUK. The force is thought 
to include three to four CVs, at least two 3Bs (YAMATO, MUSASHI), 
several cruisers and destroyers. The presence of a TONE Class 
cruiser in the MARSHALLS was commented on day before yesterday. 


January 25th . 



The Tokyo Express of one cruiser and seven destroyers 
was sighted by a search plane south off NEW GEORGIA in the early 
evening headed for GUADALCANAL. No arrival report was received. 

As a result of this report TF 67 was placed on two hours notice. 

5 DDs of this force are at TULAGI and the remainder of the force 
is at ESPIRITU SANTO. TF 11 and 64 were put on four hours notice. 


Senav GUADALCANAL 250639 describes air action near SAVO. 
It does not seem probable that our small number of planes were 
able to turn back the Jap planes. It seems more probable that 
the Japs were unable to locate their objective. Comsopac 250506 
is an operations summary. Bad weather prevented a planned strike 
against shipning seen in the K0L0MBANGARA area. 

Enemy planes were renorted over ESPIRITU SANTO during 
the night. 


Four A.rmy 3-24’s made a photo reconnaissance over WAKE 
today and all planes returned to MIDWAY. Clouds obscured part 
of WAKE making the photos of doubtful value. 

Cur forces at CONSTANTINE Harbor, AMCHITKA, reported 
that at 1020 (local) two float type zeros dropoed four bombs 
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January 25 th . (Continued) 



which did no damage. Unloading there is proceeding, but slowly. 
CTF 8 reports that heavy seas are takincr toll on his old DDs 
and on the INDIANAPOLIS. 


Nothing was learned of the plans of the combatant force 
believed to be at TRUK. The most probable employment of this 
force is considered to be soTne sort of an operation in the 
SOLOMONS Sea area. As time goes on there seems to be less prob¬ 
ability of an enemy major attempt to recapture GUADALCANAL. 
However, there is no indication of any lessening of interest in 
that direction. It may be that the force at TRUK is there to 
be employed in countering any advance they may think we are 
about to launch up the SOLOMONS. 


The nresence of subs off our outlying positions in the 
Central Pacific now seems a prelude to a raid, 

January 26 th. ^ ^ 


There were numerous minor sightings in the Central 
SOLOMONS during the day. Routine air activities in that area 
resulted in further bombing of MUNDA and a SWPac B-17 strike 
on RABAUL shipping which resulted in the sinking of one Mama. 
The black cat search from TULAGI picked up the Tokyo Express 
(noted yesterday) at midnight. After dropping four bombs which 
missed, the pilot lost contact but believes the Express was 
turned back. 


TF's 11, 63, 67 are preparing to cover the transport 
moves to GUADALCANAL scheduled to arrive there the 30th and 3rd 
local (SoPac Op Plan 3-43). 

The advance to the westward on GUADALCANAL continues 
slowly in spite of heavy resistance and terrible terrain. 

On the 25th local, between NEW GUINEA and TRUK, the 
WAHOO sank an entire convoy consisting of 2 AK, 1 AP, 1 AP in 
a running gun and torpedo battle lasting fourteen hours. 

The JAMES WILSON is aground in the ESPIRITU SANTO 
area. Salvage is underway. 

An enemy sub was reported off MOLOKAI. 

CTF 3 242101 pink gives plan for training and requests 
data on APs and AKs. Cincpac 260613 pink gives prospects on 
availability of these ships. This is further commented on by 
CTF 3 in his 262328 pink. 

H.M.S. VICTORIOUS with part of Desron 22 as escort 
should depart BALBOA for PEARL about February 8 th£+ 8 ) 

(Continued) 
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January 26 th. (Continued) 


rs 




Bad weather in the ALEUTIANS caused a cancellation of 
all air activity. 

Because of the possibility of a bombardment of CANTON by 
the TONE in the next few days that island was alerted. The alert 
was passed to other outlying positions in the Central Pacific as 
it is not definite that the target would be CANTON. 


Comgen GUADALCANAL 260855 is an 
of a captured document. 

January 27th. 


interesting translation 


Consopac 271145 is his Operation Plan 4-43 which moves 
all task forces except 65 to the CORAL Sea area. The reason 
given is that Admiral Halsey has indications of a Jap movement 
in strength toward the Southern SOLOMONS. While we believe here 
that there is a strong combatant force in the TRUK area, we have 
no indication that this force, or a large cart. of it, is moving 
South. Based on our information, SoPac task forces are unlikely 
to find suitable targets at this time, and may encounter enemy 
submarines. 






There were no major sightings by search planes in the 
SOLOMONS Sea area. Six DDs were reported off VELLA LAVELLA, 
Several AKs were seen in the central SOLOMONS area presumably 
employed in carrying supplies to new Jap positions. 

The offensive on GUADALCANAL continues but has been slowed 
down by very difficult terrain. There were eleven PTs on night 
patrol in the GUADALCANAL' - SAVO area. This is the highest number 
of thesa-so far renorted on this patrol. As was the case on the 
25th (local), a large grouc of enemy bombers approached GUADAL¬ 
CANAL rut retired without/drooping any bombs. B17s made a routine 
strike on MUNDA at 1600 (LoneiT. *Nine SBDs and five TBFs ,at- 8 
tacked one AK and one DD near VELLA NIVELLA at 1740 (XocaifT 
SBDs got 2 hits on the AK. and 3 near misses on the DD. Five tor¬ 
pedoes aimed at the AK missed. 

The WAKE photo reconnaissance group has returned safely 
to OAHU. No report has been made of the Army photo reconnaissance 
planned from FUNAFUTI to OCEAN and NAURU. 

Boiler tubes for the MINNEAPOLIS are in the JAMES WILSON 
which grounded the 26th (loca'l) at AM BRYN ISLAND (NEW HEBRIDES). 
This may delay MINNEAPOLIS repair. The PENSACOLA arrived at PEARL 
for battle damage repair. 

Cincpac has recommended against a Department plan to pro¬ 
vide 200 gliders for Sopac. No specific need for gliders in the 
South Pacific is seen at this time. 


(Continued) 
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January 27th. (Continued) 

Admiral Halsey is concerned about the shortage of Army 
planes in his area. (Comsopac 271210). 

The Japs made their third two-plane raid on our AMCHITKA 
position today. Again no damare was done. 


No further indication was received concerning a possible 
raid on CANTON but the alert continues. Lack of information 
concerning the location of enemy carriers continues. While they 
are believed in the area between TRUK and the Empire and probably 
destined for employment in the South, it is within enemy capabil¬ 
ity to raid our Central Pacific positions before we can place 
adenuate surface forces in an intercepting position. 


January 28th. (OaKu do-Vt") 




The Secretary of the Navy, Admiral Nimitz, Rear Admiral 
McCain and party returned to PEARL from an inspection of Pacific 
positions. The Secretary will leave for San Diego tomorrow. 


While operating 35 miles South of GUADALCANAL in ac¬ 
cordance with Comsopac Op. Plan 4-43, the cruiser - destroyer 
group under Rear Admiral Giffen ^CTF 18) was sighted and tracked 
by enemy planes during the afterno^ft^^ Fragmentary reports show 
that a large group of enemy planes commenced an attack on TF 18 
shortly after sunset. The CHICAGO received damage to her motive 
power and was taken in tow by the LOUISVILLE. The task force 
was subjected to hg av v from-hing for one hour and the attack was 
still going on at 2/jTjo° >R o a4. No air coverage from GUADALCANAL 
or from the ACV’s in company was possible during darkness. TF 16 
was ordered to proceed to cover TF 18. TF 18 was ordered to 
proceed to EFATE. 


Routine air activities continued in the SOLOMONS Sea 
area. Seven 3-17’s bombed the BUIN airdrome at 1920 $oo £ Q t-\\') 
Senavguadal 280838 describes a strike made by SBD’s and TSF’s 
on 6 DD’s, 1 AT, and 1 ^0.., *5 B-76’s with fighter coverage bombed 
the V ILA area at 13 50 Lpc g rl 7 Cr ' 0 


An air reconnaissance of HOWLAND and BAKER will be made 
daily unti 1 further orders. No activity was noted on those 
islands today. 

The photo reconnaissance of OCEAN and NAURU was success¬ 
fully completed today. 

On the 25th a 3-24 ohoto olane bound for TRUK from 

GUADALCANAL was unable to find TRUK but photographed PULTJWAT atoll 
and ^'LAP atoll. Another try at TR TT K will be made. 


(Continued) 
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January 28th. (Continued) 

CTF 3 27?2W7 -pink: renuests information from Cominch re¬ 
garding landing craft for the KIFKA operation. 

Admiral Halsey’s request to occupy RUSSELL Islands will 
be approved by Cincpac. 


The MASSACHUSETTES and three DDs are ordered to proceed 
to Pacific Fleet for duty. They will leave the East Coast on 
February 6th£ + S') 

No significant developments were reported in the Central 
and North Pacific areas. 


There were no new enemy developments. 


January 29th. /QaWu Aa.Ye,') 



At noon today Admiral Giffen was ordered to proceed to 
EFATE with his cruisers leaving the CHICAGO In tow of the NAVAJO 
with maximum DD escort with the ACVs and CHICAGO. At 1630 jf-lQ 

while the CHICAGO group was proceeding toward E3PIRITU SANTO, the 
group was attacked by nine enemy torpedo planes. As a result of 
this attack the CHICAGO was reported sinking and the LaVALLETTE 
hit. 


fChicoqo qyoop) 

TF 16 is providing air coverage for the remainder of TF 18. 
Other forces in the Coral Sea area were fueling. The air A groups 
of the ACVs of TF 65 were ordered to prepare to move to GUADALCANAL. 


During last night, the New Zealand corvettes KIWI and MOA 
destroyed a Jap sub carrying troops near KAMIMBO. 

No report was received regarding the land offensive on 
GUADALCANAL. General Patch plans to land troops from one APD and 
six LCTs at MAR0V0V0. 


Routine strikes on MUNDA and VILA received heavy AA fire. 
It is evident that the very heavy bombings on these positions, and 
shelling, are only able to inflict comparatively minor damage and 
do not immobilize these airfields for more than a few hours at a 
time. Vie cannot expect to cause the enemy to abandon positions 
by these means. 

RUSSELL ISLAND probably is occupied by a small number of 
Japs. The number of the enemy there should not prevent our oc¬ 
cupation . 

C-K& 

Photos taken a month after our December 24th raid on WAKE 
3how disappointing amount of damage inflicted. A 

Cincpac desires a Seabee detachment at CANTON for the re¬ 
habilitation of the NATS base. . „ _ 
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January 29th (Continued) 

The action of enemy air in the SOLOMONS Sea Area shows 
that our combatant vessels are prime targets. Although four APs 
were good targets at GUADALCANAL yesterday they were passed up in 
favor of TF 18. It would appear that the present enemy intention 
is to rely on shore based air and troops for the defense of the 
SOLOMONS Sea Area. This frees surface forces for action elsewhere. 
While we continue to believe that the enemy will make at least one 
more major effort in the SOLOMON 0 Area, his ability to strike in 
the Hawaiian Area and along our supoly lines constitutes a threat 
which must be kept clearly in mind. 

The Secretary of the Navy was prevented from leaving PEARL 
today by weather. He expects to leave tomorrow. 

:: (T ’Op, 

January 30th. (Oahu date) 

The Secretary of the Navy and party left for the West 

Coast. 


Later reports show that the CHICAGO was sunk by torpedo 
planes at 164L (-11) January 30 by enemy torpedo planes. 9 '6'fo of 
the personnel was rescued by the escorting DDs. At the time of 
the attack TF 16 was in a covering position 50 miles away. Of the 
thirteen enemy torpedo planes seen attacking, twelve were shot 
down by ENTERPRISE planes - but not until some had released their 
torpedoes. 

TF’s 11, 16, 64, 67 will fuel as soon as possible then 
operate in the eastern CORAL SEA. 

The ground offensive at GUADALCANAL is proceeding satis¬ 
factorily. Three of the four APs involved in Op Plan 4-43 have 
left GUADALCANAL. The remaining one should leave tomorrow. 

Routine air activities in the SOLOMONS SEA area were 
hampered by weather. At 1745 (-11) January 31st 12 S3D and 7 
T3Fs with VF coverage attacked 1 DD, 1 AK, 1.corvette south of 
the SHCRTLANDS. 2 direct hits with lOOOtf bombs and one torpedo hit 
was reported on the AK. 2 500/- direct hits on the DD was reported. 
Ten 0’s intercepted of which five were shot down. We lost two 
P-3S’s. Searches sighted numerous DD and Marus in the area, but 
no major units were seen. The VILA field was reported not yet 
ready for use. 

Cincpac is nlanning to reinforce air strength at FUNAFUTI 
to counter possible surface raids expected in the near future. 
Reinforcements for CANTON for the same purpose are underway. 

CANTON was shelled by two Jan subs (probably I class) 
about 0500 (/ll) January 30th. Damage was negligible. 


(Continued) 


1354 












declassified ^ ^ 


January 30th (Continued) 

The NAUTILUS returned from patrol off BOUGAINVILLE STRAIT 
and reports that she sank one DD, probably sank two AP, damaged 
one CA and one AO. (The CA was the MOGAMI class previously noted). 

Salvage of the MIDDLETON at AMCHITKA is progressing satis¬ 
factorily and it is expected to refloat the vessel on the SlstC^io") 
Cincpac has disapproved the request of General DeWitt to send LSTs 
to ALASKAN waters because of green crews and pressing needs else¬ 
where . 


CinC 2nd departed from TRUK on the 30th (-9). This im¬ 
portant news may mean an all out offensive directed at GUADALCANAL. 
On the other hand, and as remarked yesterday, dependence on shore 
based air and ground troops for the defense of the SOLOMONS SEA 
area may permit the employment of CinC 2nd elsewhere. Our forces 
in the South Pacific are being deployed to counter the enemy in 
the SOLOMONS SEA area. 

The enemy continues to run Marus into KISKA. Two ships 
are expected there very shortly. 

Air strips have been completed on both OCEAN 

ISLANDS. 

January 31st (Oahu Date) 

A "Tokyo Express" variously reported as composed of 16 
to 20 cruisers and destroyers was renorted departing from the 
FAIGI area at 1222 (-11) the 1st. The shins were seen by a coast 
watcher north of VELLA LAVELLA on course southeast at 1320 (-11) 
the 1st. A search plane reported the "Express" position, course 
and speed at 1515 (-11) February 1st, and at 1600 (-11) February 
1st. At 1820 (-11) February 1st, GUADALCANAL planes attacked the 
enemy ships between NEW GEORGIA and ISABEL ISLANDS without suc¬ 
cess. These planes renorted the force to be 12 CL or DL and 8 
DD, a much larger "Express" than usual. It is assumed that the 
enemy force arrived at GUADALCANAL during the nimht. 

Routine air activities continued in the central SOLOMONS, 
Five B-17 s with VF cover mot three hits on an AK just off SHORT- 
LAND Island at 0850 (-11) February 1st. Heavy AA from ashore 
damaged four fortresses. Four unescorted B-17s enroute to bomb 
shipping at BTJIN were attacked by 20 zeros a few minutes later. 
Three B-17s are missinm. Twelve 3BD and 1+ TBF with VF cover 
bombed MUNDA at 0800 (-11) February 1st. In this strike two SBDs 
were lost. A search plane reported approximately 35 ships in the 
BUIN area at 0820 (-11) February 1st. 


and NAURU 

/ > I. 


<D^ 
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January 31st (Oahu Date) (Continued) 

Our position at GUADALCANAL was bombed at about 1130 (-11) 
Februarj'- 1st by seven VB. Only one plane dropned bombs which did 
minor damage to the bomber strip. The enemy lost at least three 
bombers. 

3etween 1445 and 1530 (-11) February 1st, 10 enemy dive 
bombers covered by 30 zeros attacked the DeHAVEN betv/een 3AV0 
and ESPERANCE. The DeHAVEN sank five minutes after being hit. 

The enemy lost 12 zeros and 3 bombers. 'He lost two F4Fs. 

Our advance on GUADALCANAL has been slowed down at the 
BONEGI river by stiff organized enemy resistance. 

The GUARDFI8H reports sinking two enemy DDs off HANOVER 
and one AP northwest of RA1AUL. Continued excellent submarine 
work shows that they are a most effective weapon against Japan. 

To date, however, we have not made the most of this weapon. There 
has been no coordination between air and submarines noted here, 
for example. 

The S.3. J. 3. Y/ILSON was refloated January 31 (-11) and 
arrived at ESPIRITU SANTO the next day. 

As the YFD 20 was lost near Eureka, California, in a 
recent storm, the YFD 21 will be towed to SoPac next month. 

The attempt to float the MIDDLETON at AMCHITKA was un¬ 
successful but salvage continues. 

It is believed that a major attack on GUADALCANAL is 
materializing. It may well be that enemy strength will surpass 
anything previously seen in this area. Thus far no enemy trans¬ 
ports have been reported enroute GUADALCANAL. ’.Ye can expect the 
enemy to employ new tactics. The night torpedo attack from planes 
on the CHICAGO is a sample of enemy proficiency and ingenuity. In 
that attack there was introduced a new employment of marking 
flares, flashing float lights, and a marker plane. V le are deploy¬ 
ing our entire South Pacific naval strength to meet the enemy. 

In addition to TF 11, 16, 64, 67, a new task force (69) of 4 OBBs, 
3 ACVs, and a DD screen under Vice Admiral Leary has been ordered 
to operate to the northeast of ESPIRITU SAITTC, arriving in that 
vicinity February 3rd (-11). 
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January (GOT ) 

02 0702 C0MS0PAC to GTF 63. 64. 67. CTG 62.6. CTU 66.1.6 etc. 





About 1100 GOT January 3rd Task Force 67 proceed west of 
S0L0M0 S via point queen to arrive vicinity point tare at 
0800 GOT 4th. Detach MUNDA bombardment unit that point. 
Arrange junction Task Force on 5th along daylight retire¬ 
ment line toward point queen returning vicinity point tare 
at 1000 GOT 5th, retiring daylight 6th generally toward 
point queen. Task Force 64 proceed west of REKNELL to 
arrive vicinity point uncle at 0900 GCT January 4th making 
daylight retirement 5th generally toward point sugar re¬ 
turning vicinity point uncle at 0900 GCT January 5th, re¬ 
tiring south daylight 6th. Comtaskfor 63 provide air 
coverage as practicable for above daylight retirements 
Taskforces 64 and 67. Point tare lat. 09-30 south, long¬ 
itude 159 east. Point uncle latitude 10-30 south, longitude 
159 east. This is to Congen CACTUS and Comnavbase CACTUS 
have in another system. Comgen 5 0 pac has for info via hand. 


01 0918 COMSOPAC to CINCPAC Info ALT TF COMDRS SOPAC, etc. 




MUNDA raids as follows. 6 B-26's, 12 VF over at 1630(-11) 
31st. 3 Black cats harassing New Years Eve and 9 E-26's 

there again at 0700 (-11) today. AA heavy but not too ac¬ 
curate. About 8 large caliber guns in area. During strike 
the 1st no planes seen on field.no Japs airborne. On 
GUADALCANAL our SBD's bombed reported enemy division head¬ 
quarters near KOKUMBOKA but heavy jungle hid results. At 
0910 (-11)/lst our search saw heavy surface force underway 
course 070 3 miles north of SHORTLAND ISLAND. Comsooac sends 
BALLALE ISLAND fighter strip reported 3 weeks from completion 
DF noting heavy ORANGE sub traffic near RABAUL. GROUPER re¬ 
ports sinking 8360 ton AK off BUKA 12/17. RDO AUCKLAND not 
an addee pass to NZNB. 

01 2038 CTF 8 to CINCPAC Info COMINCH, COMGEN 

37 600 pound bombs were dropped by six liberators on 
AK’s KISKA HARBOR at 0040 GCT January 1. Photographs 
show staddle within 50 feet smaller ship with probable 
damage. Other bombs unobserved due clouds. Attack 
covered by 9 lightnings. 1 of 6 zeros in the air shot 
down. 4 twin two single float zeros on beach in harbor. 

2 recently arrived AK’s remain KISKA, larger showing 
evidences of fire. Cominch Info, Comgen ADC by hand 
Cincpac action. Adees pass. Reconnaissance FORMULA 
negative. From Oomtaskfor 8 
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02 1044 C0MS0PAC to CINCPAC Info ALL TFC SOPAC. C0MS0WESPACF0R etc. 




Our forces CACTUS concentrating Jap strongholds MT AUSTEN 
MATANIKAO areas forcing enemy readjust posits to avoid 
artillery. Japs engaged by BLUE patrols healthy 7/ell 
equipped. New Year's search reported several planes on 
NEW BALLALE strip. Sightings second BUIN-FAISI area 2 
CL's or large DD's, 5 DD's, 3 AK's. MUNDA strike today 
by 6 B-26, 9 dive bombers and 16 VP concentrated taxiways, 
AA defenses. 6 gun emplacements and building blasted. 
Search second REKATA 2 barges, 7 planes on water. Fore¬ 
noon first coast watcher VELLA LAVELTA saw large sub sur¬ 
faced west his island Comsopac daily info. Other watcher 
reports small nip party exploring islands ROVIANA LAGOON 
and FORAGING FO r D since 30th. At dawn 31st 20 man barge 
called OLILAVATA east coast GANONGGA departing dusk same 
day. Sopac fortresses hit large warship during RABAUL 
strike first. KAVIENG drome being further improved,53 
planes there 31st. Pass to NZNB. 


03 0536 COMSOPAC to CINCPAC Info ALL TF SOPAC. COMSOWESPAC . etc. 




This is part one of 2 parts of daily dope. TOKYO Express 
ran again night 2 DDash, 3D. 10 DD's course southeast 

seen 25 miles south of SHORTLAND at 1426 L (-11) /2 by 
5 B-17's and 5 P-38’s enroute to hit BUIN area. Drooped 
40 bombs on the DD's nil hits. At 1800 L SBD and fighter 
strike from CACTUS intercepted the 10 DD express just off 
RENDOVA scored direct hits 2 ships left 1 apparently sink¬ 
ing, 1 burning badly. Own air shot down 1 of 10 plane 
umbrella forced DD's change their heading. Express reached 
CACTUS however retiring northwest from ESPERANCE by 0200 
L today. Dawn air sent to hit them could not find but 
later search plane sav/ 8 surviving cans 25 miles from 
FAISI streaking back to base. Drums and boxes littering 
water off ESPERANCE dawn 3rd. During night second dash 
third while TOKYO Express near ESPERANCE 3 enemy planes 
separately over LUNGA dropped several bombs on field. 

Strike which failed locate nip DD's today hit MUNDA 0725 
L. Dive bombers destroyed 3 more AA guns. Radar located 
on hill north of runway. New Year photos MUNDA show new 
taxi loop also north of runv/ay similar battered loop 
to south. Comsopac sends. NWZ pass to NZNB. 




03 0703 COMSOPAC to CINCPAC Info ATFC SOPAC. COMSOWLSTPACFOK . etc. 

This is part two of daily dope. On CACTUS our infantry 
still working in Mount AUSTIN area usual patrolling and 
30-35 less Japs alive. 8 marauders, 11 fighters swept 
REKATA 2nd strafing float planes firing stores on beach. 
Natives and watchers report as follows: Apparent sub off 
NW MALAITA AMOSECON. Nip party prowline ROVIANA LAGOON 
took soundings KUVUKUVU ISLAND, also KOLOMBANGARA being 
occupied in force 400 men at VILA but no clearings seen.1 
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03 0703 (Continued) 

ORANGE parties landed TEOP NE BOUGAINVILLE 1st. 2 more 
barges KOLC LA GOON, NET,V GEORGIA morning 2nd. Ship sight¬ 
ings 2nd: B7 vessels at RARAUL. 4 DD, 3 AK and possible 
CL in BUTN-SHORTLAND area. Small AK at MUNDA wharf. 

Small sub off North MANGUNU where a midget sub base may 
exist. Comsonac sends. KWZ pass to NZNB 

03 2329 COMSOPAC to COMSOWESTPAC Info COMGEN GUADALCANAL 

Pass to MacArthur. The profitable targets offered by 
present concentration heavy combatant ships in BUIN area 
coupled with large reserve of avgas just now available 
at CACTUS, presents opportunity which I desire exploit 
to the fullest in covering CACTUS troop movement. Accord¬ 
ingly request Ports of 5th and 11th Groups be despatched 
CACTUS. Comgensopac Info by hand from Originator Comsopac. 

04 0442 COMSOPAC to CTF 16 Info COMGEN at GUADALCANAL, CINCPAC etc . 

Task Force 16 Rear Admiral Sherman in ENTERPRISE, SAN DIEGO, 
MORRIS, ANDERSON, MUSTIN, ELLET, depart BUTTON daylight 
local January 5th proceed arrive general area Point XRAY 
daylight 6th prepared for offensive operations. Comsopac 
sends. Point XRAY Lat 9-00 South, Long 162-30 East. 
Comseronsopac Subcom BUTTON pass to Port Director BUTTON 
for info. 

04 0322 COMSOPAC to CTF 65. PENSACOLA. MINNEAPOLIS. COMBATPAC, VIREO. 

Task Force 65 Rear Admiral Mason in NASSAU, ALTAMAHA, BUCHANAN 
MCCALLA, WOODWORTH, CUMMINGS, PENSACOLA, MINNEAPOLIS, VIREO 
depart BUTTON when ready about nineteen hours GCT. Six January 
proceed via SELWYN STRAIT to Point A. Lat. Sixteen degrees 
south, Long. One seventy seven degrees Ten minutes east. 

Task Group 66.7 Vice Admiral Leary in NEW MEXICO, MISSISSIPPI, 
MARYLAND, COLORADO, MONAGHAN, FARRAGUT, HULL depart FANTAN ONE 
In time to rendezvous with Task Force 65 at point A at a time 
designated by CTF 65. Upon joining reform Task organization 
as follows: Task Group 66.7 Vice Admiral Leary in NEW MEXICO, 
MISSISSIPPI, PENSACOLA, MINNEAPOLIS, MONAGHAN, HULL, VIREO. 
Task Force 65 Rear Admiral Mason in NASSAU, ALTAMAHA, MARYLAND 
COLORADO, BUCHANAN, MCCALLA, WOODWORTH, CUMMINGS. Further 
orders for Task Group 66.7 and Task Force 65 after rendezvous 
will be issued separate dispatch. ComTask Force 65 pass 
action to VIREO and Comseronsopac Subcon Info. Comseronsopac 
In info by hand. 
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January (GOT ) 

05 0405 TF 67 CCMSOPAC to C0MS0PAC. CINCPAC 





Tried for one hour and twenty minutes to clear the fol¬ 
lowing by radio GUADALCANAL and NOUMEA on 3 separate 
frequencies with no results. "042345. Night bombardment 
MUNDA successfully completed on schedule. No opposition. 
Catalina reports results fine. Expended 2800 rounds 6 
inch, 1300 rounds 5 inch all in target area. Task Force 
67 originator reports wi th regret that in attack by about 
five Jap dive bombers southwest of GUADALCANAL at 0935 
L (-11),fifth number 3 turret ACHILLES hit and out of ac¬ 
tion; six killed, seven wounded. Other bombs missed. 
Observed 2 Japs daot down by CACTUS fighters". Later 
info: ACHILLES turret badly hit but following from Cap¬ 
tain Mannergh "Our fighting value is only slightly re¬ 
duced and our fighting temper greatly increased." Quoted 
despatch also sent to TULAGI by plane because of refusal 
operators to answer up. 


04 0702 COMSOPAC to CTG 66.7. CTF 65. VIREO, TERN Info COMINCH etc. 




Task Group 66.7 after forming at point a accordance my 
040322 proceed PEARL via point s lat. 14 degrees 45 mins 
south, long. 170 degrees, 45 mins west thence via route 
passing between FANNING and CHRISTMAS ISLANDS. Estimated 
speed of advance 8 knots. Variation in route authorized 
on basis weather, condition of escort ships and enemy 
information. CTG 66.7 keep interested parties informed 
of movements as practicable. Fuel available at STRAWSTACK 
if required. Task Force 65 operate as directed by CTG 
66.7 to provide air coverage for Task Group 66.7 to point 
about 300 miles east of point a. When detached Task F orce 
65 proceed FANTAN 1 for fuel conducting training opera¬ 
tions for about 3 days enroute. Expedite fueling and re¬ 
port readiness to depart for BUTTON. TERN relieve VIREO 
vicinity STRAW as designated by CTG 66.7 and proceed to 
PEARL with Task Group. VIREO when relieved reverts to 
control of Comseronsopac. VIREO is action adee. Other 
action adees please pass. Info is Comgen FANTAN and SAMOA 
also Comgawseafron, Comserforpac. Comgensopac info by 
hand. TERN who is action has in another system. 


04 1242 COHAMPHORSOi'AC to Cr'TJAVACTSOL Info CO; TG 62.6 etc. 


It is with a full appreciation of the difficulties you 
face and are overcoming that Comamphorsopac notes the 
highly complimentary reports from TF 62 officers concern¬ 
ing the vastly improved effectiveness of your freight 
and personnel unloading organization, and also the smooth¬ 
ness of the naval tactical coordination now in effect. 
Please accept my sincere congratulations, also extend 
w to the Commanders of Array, Navy, and Marine units concern¬ 

ed, and to the splendid men of all services who have so 
strongly labored to bring about this important result. 
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06 0252 C0MS0PAC to GTF 67. 16. 65. 64 GTU 66.1.6 Info CTF 62 etc 






Comseronsubcoin deliver to Port Director BUTTON both info. 
Originator Comsopac hands to Comseronsopac,Comgensopac, 

Port Director WHITE POPPY, Comnavbasesopac all info. 

Comgen, Comnavbase CACTUS, also info. 5 AP's Task Group 

62.6 departed CACTUS 0330 GCT January 5th. Safe with¬ 
drawal these ships considered completed by end evening 
twilight the 6th at which time covering tasks my opera¬ 
tion plan 1-43 are terminated. At that time 4 AP's en- 
route SUMAC-SPOONER in approximate position lat. 14 South 
long. 162-30 East, 1 AP enroute BUTTON at about lat. 13-20, 
South, long. 165-30 East, estimated speeds of advance 14.3 
knots. Present intention return surface task forces to 
port. Unless otherwise directed. Task Force 64 proceed 
WHITE POPPY to arrive forenoon January 9th. Task Force 67 
proceed BUTTON to arrive forenoon January 8th contacting 
Task Unit 66.1.6 enroute at point oboe and taking in 
company. Task Force 16 proceed BUTTON to arrive during day¬ 
light January 7th or forenoon January 8th. Task Unit 

66.1.6 report to Comtaskfor 67 at point oboe at one of 
three daily times my Op Plan 1-43, proceed in company 
to BUTTON. On return to port Task Forces 16, 64, 67, 

and Task Unit 66.1.6 assume 24 hours condition of readiness. 

06 0712 COMSOPAC to CTF 65. PENSACOLA, MINNEAPOLIS. CO!/. BAT SHI PS etc. 


My 040322 modified. Comsooac talking. Add STACK to Task 
Force 65 departing EUTTON. Upon joining at point afirm 
reform organizations as follows: Task Force 65 Vice Adm. 
Leary on NEW MEXICO, MISSISSIPPI, MARYLAND, COLORADO, NAS¬ 
SAU, ALTAMAHA, BUCHANAN, MCCALTA, WOODWORTH, CUMMINGS. 

Task Group 66.7 Captain Lowe in PENSACOLA, MINNEAPOLIS, 
HULL, FARRAGUT, MONAGHAN, STACK, VIREO. CTF 65 pass to 
VIREO also an action addee. Comseronsopac info has by 
hand. Comgen FANTAN has in another system. 

06 0732 COMSOPAC to CTF 65. CTG 66.7, VIREO. TERN Info COHINCH etc. 


My 040702 cancelled. Comsopac sends. Task Group 66.7 
after forming at point afirm accordance my 060712 proceed 
PEARL via point baker lat. 14-45 South, long. 170-45 West 
thence via route passing between FANNING and CHRISTMAS IS¬ 
LANDS. Estimated 3peed of advance 8 knots. Variations in 
route authorized on basis weather, condition of escorted 
ships and enemy information. Comtaskgroup 66.7 keep in- 
terested parties informed, of movements as practicable. 

Fuel available at STRAWSTACK if required. G om taskfor 65 
provide coverage for cruisers of Task Group 66.7 to a 
point about 300 miles east of point afirm. Upon detach- 
ing Task Group 66.7 Task Force 65 proceed FANTAN One for 
fuel conducting training operations for about 3 days enroute. 
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06 0732 (Continued) 



Expedite fueling and report readiness to depart NEW HE¬ 
BRIDES area. TERN relieve VIREO vicinity STRAW as direct¬ 
ed by Comtaskgroup 66.7 and proceed PEARL with Task Group. 
VIREO when relieved reverts to control of Comseronsopac. 
Comtaskfor 65 pass to VIREO also action adee. TERN ac¬ 
tion adee has in another system Comseronsopac info has 
by hand. 


05 0442 C OMSOPAC to CINCPAC Info COKAIRSOPACFOR . etc. 




This from Comsopac. In response to appeal from Bishop 
Wade of BOUGAINVILLE relayed via Coast watcher system 
to evacuate party of seventeen American white women whose 
presence and whereabouts believed made known to Japs by 
natives, NAUTILUS was diverted from patrol in adjoining 
area to TEO? HARBOR where night of 31st were taken off 
seventeen women, nine men including one suspicious 
character and three children. Pursuers entered TEOP next 
morning. Sub Commander gave coast watchers storage bat¬ 
teries supplies and X-Mas stores. Sub then carried party 
vicinity FLORIDA ISLAND where they were transferred to 
PC 476 out of TULAGI daylight January 4 and put on board 
HUNTER LIGGETT for passage to AUCKLAND. Investigation 
reveals only four more white females, three of whom are 
missionaries left in SOLOMONS. Will release story to 
press locally. 


06 0450 KODIAK to COMINCH, CINCPAC Info Cpmgen ADC . 



Adees pass to Cominch and Clncpac. Lnemy AK three thousand 
tons, approaching BOODLE discovered and trailed by Cata¬ 
lina noon today. Three B-25's bombed and left ship burn¬ 
ing in approximate position lat. 53 degrees North, long. 

178 degrees East. Trailing Catalina reports ship sank. 
Liberator (weather plane) scored one direct hit, two near 
misses at one hour GCT 6th on another enemy ship type not 
yet reported lat. 53 degrees North long. 173-10 East. 

Comgen ADC by hand. 

07 0402 COMSOPAC to CTF 11 Info ALL CTF SOPAC. CG SUVA , etc. 




Task Force 11 get underway about 0530 GCT January 7th 
for 3 days tactical onerations. Comsopac sends. Proceed 
via route eighty miles south ISLE OF PI’IES to NEW HEBRIDES T 
FANTAN area remaining south of latitude 15 degrees south. 
Unless otherwise directed return WHITE POP’^Y during after¬ 
noon January 11th. Port Director NOUMEA, Comseronsopac, 
Comgensooac and Domnavbase WHITE P0 n ’Y have info by hand. 
Comnavbase EFATE and 3UTT0N info. 
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05 2215 COMINCH to US FLEET Info VICE Q'UIAV, 3USHIPS, 3U0RI) . etc. 

Subject damage reports. In all cases of serious damage 
whether in action or otherwise make 2 dispatch reports. 

(a) 1st estimate of damage and its cause. (b) all im¬ 
portant details including replacement items that can be 
determined in damaged condition. Include Cominch in action 
address of both. Supplement dispatches by letter after 
thorough examination. Originator of letter and of each 
endorsement send copy to Cominch direct using airmail 
when possible. Cominch will make immediate distribution 
to Vice Opnav and bureaus. Parallel letter and endorse¬ 
ments by dispatches if gain of time is apparent. Accom¬ 
plish foregoing with minimum addition of reports to those 
required by other authorities, '’uroose is earliest re¬ 
storation to service by expediting repairs and procure¬ 
ment of special material and units requiring replacement. 
Classify above damage reports secret. Vice Opnav, 3u- 
ships, Buord and Buaer have for info. 

06 0347 C OMSO^AC to OlNCPAC Info COMINCH . 

Sending is Comsopac,action Cincpac, info Cominch, Harmon 
concurs following proposals. Relieve 4th Defense batta¬ 
lion ROSES by moving 198th Coast Artillery AA complete 
with enuipment and personnel and the oersonnel of 27 oth 
Coast Artillery (GD) from BOBCAT to ROSES. 4th Defense 
battalion to remove all weapons and equipment except 5- 
inch/51 guns. 4th Defense battalion after rehaoilitation 
in SPOONER and replacement of enuipment will then be ready 
for offensive operations. No replacement coast defense 
weapons for this unit available in this area. All Army 
anti-aircraft and coast defense artillery now at BLEACHER 
which will become available after relief by NEW ZEALAND 
forces are required for adequate defense 3UTT0N-R0SES- 
V/HITE P0P T3 Y area. Proposed move will result in more 
homogeneous units at ROSES and reinforcement BUTTON with 
aimed minimum adequate personnel manning both defense areas. 
Considering needs of foward areas as paramount believe 
transient presence of fighter Plane?, 1 Army anti-aircraft 
auto-weapons, battalion (SE^) and 1 Army harbor defense 
battalion type D 155 guns which should be moved from 
UNITED STATES to BOBCAT soon as practicable must suffice 
for that base. Renuest approval. 

07 0731 Cr T CPAC to COMSOPAC 


Does urdis 060347 contemplate that recommended harbor de¬ 
fense CAC battalion bring 155 MM guns from mainland or 
man present eight 7 inchguns at 30BOAT. Due to unde- 
sirab ility making two shifts of personnel each requiring 
familiarization with new weapons have you considered per¬ 
sonnel direct from mainland for 5" ROSES, or the employment 
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07 0731 (Continued) 





nersonnel now manning BLEACHER 6 inch guns which ac¬ 
cording your secret serial 0098C are to be left for 
NZ troops. 


05 2359 COMGEIT " 'DC to CINCPAC 


Joint directive referred to in my dispatch December 
28 and reference your 292034. To Oincpac from DeV.itt, 

CG WDC C 01017. I olan for two regimental combat 
teams of the 7th Division to arrive at FORT ORD prepared 
to initiate amohibious training on January 15. In order 
that arrival at FORT ORD of landing craft unit made 
available to Oomamforpac may be coordinated with ar¬ 
rival of Army units, it is highly desirable that is¬ 
suance of joint directive referred to be expedited 
to permit organization of joint staff and begin train¬ 
ing of units immediately upon arrival. 

07 2213 COMBOPAC to all CTF SOPAC. Info CIMCPAC. COMINCH . 

When more than one large carrier being operated to¬ 
gether either in 1 Task Force or incident junction 
2 Task forces, it is directed that OCT provide for 
separation when an air attack imminent to permit 
complete freedom of individual maneuver by each car¬ 
rier. 


07 1245 COMINCH to CINCPAC Info C0MS0PAC. 



Propose order Commander PT Souadrons South Pacific to 
supervise and coordinate advanced training, tactical 
development, and operational clans for PT boats in 
that area. Commander also would coordinate adminis¬ 
trative and maintenance matters for squadrons and tenders 
as directed by Comsopac. Am considering assigning one 
or more converted AVP for duty as tender to give greater 
mobility those PT squadrons for operations South Pacific. 
Proposed PT squadrons commander would be Caotain with 
suitable staff. Comments and recommendations desired. 


V 
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07 0331 GINGPAG to CQMWESEAFRON. 


0 

1943 . 



For Lt. General DeWitt. Your 052359. Your despatch of 
28 December not received. Please repeat. I assume your 
reference to my 292034 is Cominch's despatch conerning 
landing craft which had that number. 




23 0407 (Dec) CINCPAC to COMWESEAFRONT Info COMINCH. 

For General DeWitt. Concur vour 211820 as basis for 
initiating training. Request you send me your suggested 
draft of the Joint Directive we should issue in carrying 
out Task B of Cominch 181315. Foregoing based on assump¬ 
tions. Afirm. That troops have been or will be made 
available to you. Baker. That location of amphibious 
training is satisfactory to Rockwell. Cast. That 
necessary transports for the indicated combat loading 
can be made available for the actual operation against 
BOODLE. 

21 1820 DeV/itt*s (See Pinks). 

07 1515 Cominch to Gjncpac. Info Comsopacfor . 

Reference your 0256 W of 26 November regarding defense 
Ferry Route Bases War Department reply states following 
"Material will be made available for distribution as 
recommended by you for general purpose for which it is 
allocated 12 155 mm guns available in three months 16 
40 mm AA with directors at once 8 90 mm AA with directors 
available in 2 months 20 90 MM AA with directors available 
in 6 months if still required 6 50 cal MG at once 6 SCR 
268 at once 7 fighters will be dispatched to Hawaii in 3 
months 16 A24A dive bombers will be dispatched to Hawaii 
in January ". Augmentation of personnel of present gar¬ 
risons of Ferry Route Bases from sources outside Pacific 
theater impossible at this time. Therefore manning of 
above items of ordnance must be an additional duty present 
personnel or authorized for each base. War Department is¬ 
suing directive for shinment ordnance items indicated above 
in accordance v/ith para 8 of your study as submitted to 
Cominch. Army cannot provide 20 mm AA. Information later 
on feasibility of Navy provision of 20 mm guns with Navy 
mounts. Advise Emmons and Harmon and confirm apnropriate- 
ness of Army directive regard shipment or of changes you 
may desire. Chief of Staff Army has for info. 0PD Pacific 
Theater informed. 
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08 0829 COMSOPAC to CINCPAC Info ALL TF COMSOPAC . 


etc. 




Coast watcher reports 2 new potential VF refueling strips 
NEW GEORGIA ISLAND. 1 located 1 mile north west SEGI 
(southeast tip NEW GEORGIA), other 4 miles SE VIRU. 
Watcher reports nips could be secretly developing with 
native labor. Both sites accessible small vessels easily 
defended. At 1800 l(-li)/7 our olane3 strafed camou¬ 
flaged sloop K0L0K0PE POINT south coast STA ISABEL ISLAND. 
Same afternoon sighted small boat MUFU POINT small twin 
masted craft anchored west KORIGOLE HARBOR and 10-J2 ap¬ 
parent old landing boats plus 2 large rafts ALBATROSS 
BAY. 6 Marauders, 12 P-39's swooped low over REKATA 
1545 1 (-ll)/7th started fire damaged 2 float planes,lost 
2 planes to AA fire. Morning search same day saw nil 
shipping in BUIN-FAISI area. Watcher reports BUKA drome 
quiet the 7th Japs have moved sawmill and building mat¬ 
erial to KILTA. Natives say recent BUKA bombings damaged 
11 twin motored bombers blasted brand new searchlight. 
CACTUS Hudson bombed native village unfriendly to 
BOUGAINVILLE watcher. 




vj 


09 0638 COMSOPAC to CINCPAC Info ALL TFC SOPAC, COMSOWESPAC, etc. 

During afternoon 8th 2 DD's, 1 AK were sighted heading 
east northeast from FAISI. At 1550 l(-ll) ships were 
20 miles north northwest of KOLOMBANGARA on course 160 
probably ran down to MUNDA or VILA evading strike despatch¬ 
ed from CACTUS. Air search saw same vessels 0850 l(-ll) 
today just off eastern VELLA LAVELLA course 030. Also 
north northwest KOLOMBANGARA BLUE sub saw 6 or more DD’s 
heading south southeast at 2030 l(-ll)/8. No further 
report this sighting. 5 fortresses without VF escort 
bombed 3 unfriendly native villages southeast BOUGAIN¬ 
VILLE on 8th and shot down 2 of 12 zeros attacking over 
friendship. All our planes returned. Two forts visited 
REKATA separately 8th dropping total 16 500 pound bombs. 
Searched same day, saw 2 DD's anchored west coast BUKA, 
another DD and small umident west coast BUKA headed south, 
may be duplication. BUKA watcher reported cruiser, 2 DD's 
in 7 ship convoy east of passage heading north also large 
AK going north via west coast all the 8th. North of 
RINGDOVE BAY was small patrol boat heading north. Black 
cat harrassed MUNDA with bomb flares darkness 8th-9th. 

One plane believes scored direct hit on 4 g\m AA bat¬ 
tery MUNDA POINT. Natives report VILA plantation house 
dismantled moved into BUSH Western boundary plantation. 
Comsopac again. 

09 0342 CINCPAC to COMTASKFOR 3. COMTASKFOR 8 Info COMINCH etc. 


The following plan issued jointly by Cincpac and Comgen 
Western Defense Command is to be executed on receipt. 
Para one. Task. Train force for assault and occupation 
of BOODLE. Para two. Forces. Army. 7th inf Div. 184th 
Inf. regt 507th. AA regt plus such Dortions of BRONZE 
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09 0342 (Continued) 

garrisons as are made available by Comgen West. Def. 

Con. Navy. Necessary training staff, transports and land¬ 
ing craft provided by Amphibforpac (Taskfor 3). Sup¬ 
porting craft to be made available v/hen appropriate by 
Cincpac. Para three. Units within territorial limits 
UNITED STATES other than those In BRONZE train at FORT 
ORD under direct supervision Comtaskfor 3. BRONZE units 
to be trained by Comtaskfor 8 and Comgen ALASKA Def. Com. 
as directed by Comgen West Def. Com. and Comtaskfor 3. 

Para four. Command. Comgenwestdefcom and Comtasfor 3 
will coordinate directly in carrying out training. 

Joint staff for training will be formed immediately by 
direct arrangement among Comgen ALASKA Defcom, Com¬ 
taskfor 8, Comgenwestdefcom and Comtaskfor 3 with view 
to same staff continuing for actual operation. Com- 
weseafron pass to DeWitt. Other addressees pass to ap¬ 
propriate Army commanders. 

08 1930 COMINCH to CINCPAC. MARCORPS. VICE OPNAV. Info C0M30PAC etc. 

Para 1. Marcorps will make available on West Coast during 
month February following units and their cargo for transfer 
to South Pacific Area, (a) 7th Replacement Battalion. 25 
officer, 1290 enlisted STRAW (On arrival STRAW embark re¬ 
placement Battalion for WHITE POPPY in same vessel). (b) 
Force Signal Co. 11 officer 178 enlisted STRAW. (c) 12th 
Replacement Battalion 25 officer, 1290 enlisted WHITE POPPY, 
(d) 21st Marine Regiment Reinforce plus portion of 3rd Div¬ 
ision special and service troops. About 400 officers, 

7300 enlisted.. Destination as directed by Cincpac. (e) 

1st Corps Medical Battalion 36 officers, 470 enlisted. 

WHITE POPPY. (f) 2nd Anti-tank Battalion 34 officers, 709 
enlisted WHITE POPPY. (g) 4th Raider Battalion 37 officer, 
857 enlisted. Destination as directed by Cincpac. (h) 
Aviation replacements 46 officers, 400 enlisted BUTTON. 

Para 2. Cincpac inform other action and info adees final 
destination of units listed in (d) and (g) above and 
change if any in destination of other units. Early reply 
requested in order to arrange transportation. Para 3. 

Vopnav will provide transportation when vessels are avail¬ 
able . 
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10 0614 COMSOPAC to CIMCPAC Info ALI TFC SOPAC. COMSOWESTPAC . etc. 


O 




3 Marauders, 6 dive bombers hit MUNDA separately forenoon 
9th starting 3 fires scoring direct hit on gun emplace¬ 
ment east of gill house and silencing AA end of point. 
Sighting 9th included following. At 1540 1 (-11) 1 CL 
with 3 plane cover,course 165 miles northeast CHOISEUL BAY 
1045 1 (-11), 2 DD's east north east KIETA on course 
230 plus 3rd destroyer outside TONOLEI heading toward 
KIETA and anchored, AK CHOISEUL BAY. RECCE noted pos¬ 
sible recent work unused KIETA strip. BUKA watcher saw 
medium AK arrive there noon the 9th unload in afternoon. 
Escorting DD departed to northwest. Airdrome quiet. In 
BUIN area natives report concrete road or runway con¬ 
struction but watcher feels natives now untrustworthy; 
loyal ones held only through fear retaliatory raids/ 

Japs told natives war now won but warned them take shelter 
during coming 4 day battle. 2 small AK’s and barges 
reported RIGI COVE near VILA plantation January 5th. 

CACTUS quiet, routine patrolling. 



O 




09 0432 COMSOPAC to ALL SHIPS SOPAC AREA, CCMSERONSOPAC . etc. 

Short title quote Sopacorg one unquote. Present inten¬ 
tion reorganize task forces South Pacific at 0000 hours 
GCT January 13th as follows: Task Force 11 Rear Ad¬ 
miral Ramsey SARATOGA, SAN JUAN, 6 Destroyers; Task 1'orce 
64 Rear Admiral Lee WASHINGTON, NORTH CAROLINA, INDIANA, 

5 destroyers; Task force 16 Rear Admiral Sherman ENTER¬ 
PRISE, SAN DIEGO, 6 destroyers; Task Force 67 Rear Ad¬ 
miral Ainsworth NASHVILLE/HONOLULU, HELENA, ST. LOUIS, 
ACHILLES, 9 destroyers including CACTUS striking group 
of 5 destroyers; Task Force 18 Rear Admiral Giffen 
WICHITA, LOUISVILLE, COLUMBIA, CLEVELAND, MONTPELIER, 
SANGAMON, SUWANEE, CHENANGO, 8 destroyers; Task Force 65 
Rear Admiral Mason NASSAU, ALTANA HA, COPAHEE, MARYLAND, 
COLORADO, 5 destroyers; special Task Force 69 NEW 
MEXICO, MISSISSIPPI Vice Admiral Leary, destroyers as 
assigned. Task Forces 63 Vice Admiral Fitch and 62 
Rear Admiral Turner remain unchanged. Destroyer es¬ 
corts and DM's remain under Comsopac in Task Force 66. 
Senior Officer of each type in Sopac will act as type 
commander. Propose initially base task forces as fol¬ 
lows: Task Forces 11 and 64 NOUMEA, Task Forces 16 and 
67 BUTTON, Task Force 18 ROSES, Task Force 65 and special 
Task Force 69 FANTAN 1. Assignment destroyers by separate 
despatch 
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10 0352 COI.iSOPAC to ALL TF COMS SOPAC, CCMSBRONSOPAC . etc. 

Refer Sopacorg 1. Destroyer assignments to Task Forces 
as follows: Task Force 11 SAUFLEY, CRAVEN, GRIDLEY, MC¬ 
CALL, MAURY, CASE. Task Force 16 MORRIS, ANDERSON, HUGHES 
MUSTIN, RUSSEIL, ELLET. Task Force 18 CONWAY, WALLER, 
EDWARDS, FRAZIER, MEADE, CHEVALIER, TAYLOR, LAVALLETTE. 
Task Force 64 DUNLAP, FANNING, CUMMINGS, RADFORD, JENKINS, 
Task Force 65 WOODWORTH, BUCHANAN, LANSDOWNE, LARDNER, 
GRAYSON, MCCALLA. Task Force 67 DRAYTON, LAMSON, PER¬ 
KINS, REID, plus CACTUS striking group 3ALCH, NICHOLAS, 
FLETCHER, OBAN’:ON, DEHAVEN. Necessary movement orders 
will be issued by Comsooac. Sopac escorts and DM's Task 
Force 66 LANG, SHAW, GANSEVOORT, WILSON, MAHAN, SMITH, 
STRONG, CONY, GAMBLE, TRACY, MONTGOMERY, PREBLE 

10 0042 COMSOPAC to CTF 67 Info 

Propose assign BALCH to TF 67 SAUFLEY with Comdesron 6 
to Task 11, and have vou provide striking group BALCH, 
NICHOLAS, DEHAVEN, OBANNON, FLETCHER to base CACTUS area 
under operational control Comnavbase CACTUS except when 
released by Comsopac for task force operations. This 
group will coordinate action with PT'SC as craft and 
aircraft for defense against Tokyo Express and sub¬ 
marine activities and provide bombardment or other sup¬ 
port required in CACTUS area offensive measures. Intend 
issuing orders this striking group less FLETCHER be in 
CACTUS area by January 15. Request you designate strik¬ 
ing group commander, his flagship and task group number. 
You will retain your present other four DD's. Will 
direct BALCH to report at BUTTON or CACTUS as you desire. 

09 2009 COMINCH to CINCPAC Info COMSOPACFOR. COMAIRPACFLT . etc. 

Project referred to in Cincpac 062157 for BOBCAT was 
approved by Navy on 28 October and includes following: 

(a) two landplane runways, one 5500 by 400 feet; (b) 
barge landing; (c) mess and housing facilities 75 officers 
400 men; (d) erect buildings for aircraft assembly plant 
all of above on MOTUMUTE. Navy personnel now on BOB¬ 
CAT constrvicting facilities, being supplied with ad¬ 
ditional material, etc. by Army. Estimate six months 
to complete. Army aircraft assembly squadron scheduled 
leave UNITED STAGES in May period no pertinent progress 
reports received from BOECAT so far. 
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09 2354 CTF 8 to CINCPAC Info COMGEN WDC. C ,G. ADC. COUWESTSEAFRON . 

In letter dated 31 December 1942, with which DeWitt is in 
agreement, Buckner recommends that for aggressive operations 
now starting ALASKAN Air Force be augmented as follows, 

A. 1 P-38 squadron be sent immediately to ALASKA for occupa¬ 
tion of FORMULA. B. 1 Additional squadron each of P-38's 
B-25’s and dive bombers be sent to ALASKA at an early date 
for training in this area for BOODLE operation. I repeat I 
strongly concur. With regard to dive bombers present air 
force is unbalanced for offense or defense without them. 

They will be particularly effective operating from FORMULA. 

If Army dive bombers not available recommend at least one 
squadron with 50 per cent spares of Navy dive bombers be 
sent here. New subject: Because of heavy operational 
losses, the necessity for winterizing planes before sending 
this area and the delays involved in flying planes to ALASKA 
there should be maintained in the PUGET SOUND area a pool 
of planes of each type, winterized and held in reserve ready 
to proceed this area when required. 

12 2050 COMINCH to CINCPAC info CTF 8, COMNOWESTSEAFRON,COMWESTSEAFRON . 

Your 102217 War department advises that at this time and in 
view of present limited opposing air strength no reenforce¬ 
ments contemplated beyond 12 P-30's now v/interizing and 
8 B-25's enroute. Understand ComGenADC authorized retain 
all present planes untilfurther notice, regarding future 
no additional squadrons of P-38's B-25's or Dive Bombers 
now in sight but suggest question is kept open pending 
development of situation. 

13 OLA5 CINCPAC to CCM^Qy/ESPACFOR. COMSOPAC. COHD. COM 1 A. etc . 

Seonav Cincpac Rear Admiral McCain with total in party 
of abdut 10 in 2 Coronados plan leave PEARL for BRISBANE 
1A January stooDing enroute one night each at MIDWAY, 

JOHNSTON, CANTON, ESPIRITU SANTO, GUADALCANAL, ESPIRITU 
SANTO. After 2 nights BRISBANE return with one night each 
at NOUMEA, SUVA, CANTON, PALMYRA. 

17 0935 CTF 8 to COMINCH. CINCPAC. BUCKNER, COMNOWESTSEAFRON .etc. 

2nd movement troops to FORMULA in 2 AP's enroute to arrive 
about 13 hours W(-10) 17th. Thereafter will fuel covering 
group in relays at Longview. Weather moderating. No change 
condition MIDDLETON. Unloading proceeding slowly due many 
damaged landing craft. No info WORDEN personnel except 
proceeding LONGVIEW in KALK and GILLESP IE. Incomplete 
searches 16th. Nil enemy sighted. 
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19 1022 GOMSOPAC to CTF 11.63.67. Info CO CACTUS OINCPAC. etc. 



Part One of Four Parts. Gomsopac operations plan 2-43. 
VILA, and STAN.10RE plantations on KOLOBANMARA ISLAND are 
staging noints for oarges and other small vessels carrying 
supplies enroute to MUNDA, supply and storage case and 
refueling point, possibly seaplane and float plane base, 
possibly 4,000 troops based there. Development and use 
of MUNDA airfield continues. Additional information by 
airmail to action addressees. General Task. This force 
will pulverize VILA-STANM0RE bases by bombing and bombard¬ 
ment and will destroy Jap IIUNDA air strength attempting to 
deny our attack on above bases. Task Organization. TF 
63 Vice Admiral Fitch shore based air units CACTUS, RING¬ 
BOLT, SUTTON. TF 67 Rear Admiral Ainsworth cruisers, 
destroyers TF 67 less ACHILLES, PERKINS, REID, olus HUGHS. 
TF 11 Rear Admiral Ramsey, carrier, cruiser and destroyers 
TF 11 less GRIDLEY plus FANNING. Part 1 ends. 



19 1024 This is part 2 my (Gomsopac) Op Plan 2-43. Task Force 63 
conduct reconnaissance SHORTHAND-FAISI area including 
northeast and northwest approaches about sunset January 
23rd, strike MUNDA airfield continuously during daylight 
beginning local noon 23 rd repeating this strike at local 
dawn January 24th and again about 3 hours later, cover 
Task Force 67 bombardment group until dark January 23 rd 
and during daylight the 24 th, provide bombardment group 
with services Black Cats for radar search, air spot, il¬ 
lumination and night coverage, (Comsowespac requested to 
augment late reconnaissance 23 rd by searching sector 017 
to 050 degrees 480 miles from MILNE BAY). End Part 2. 





19 1026 Part 3 Gomsopac Op Plan 2-43. Task Force 67 present UT- 
T0N less ACHILLES plus HUGHES depart January 22nd arrive 
point K about sunset the 23 rd, there form bombardment 
group 2 cruisers 3 destroyers utilizing ships Task Group 
67.5 as desired, retiring remaining ships to RINGBOLT to 
arrive after daylight the 24 th via route west of GUADAL¬ 
CANAL and north of SAN CRISTOBAL. Bombardment group pro¬ 
ceed with assistance Black Cats to bombard VILA-STANM0RE 
area in KTTLA GULF commencing about 1500 GCT January 23 rd 
completing in not more than one hour and retiring to RING¬ 
BOLT. Task Force 11 depart NOUMEA early morning January 
21st local arrive launching posit point S via point Q, 
about 1900 GCT January 22nd, launch striking group armed, 
to land and remain at CACTUS overnight. Ships retire 
toward BUTTON returning to point S at 0500 GCT 24 January 
for rendezvous and recovery air group. After recovery 
retire to southward. SARATOGA air group attack VILA- 
STANM0RE area shortly after local dawn 24th January. De¬ 
part CACTUS in time to rendezvous with and land on carrier 
at point S about 0500 GCT. No paragraph. End part 3. 
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19 1021 G0.1SCPAC (This is part 4 of Comsopac 191022). 

Fourth and last part my (Comsopac) Op Plan 2-43. logistics 
fuel in carrier cruisers NOUMEA f SUTTON, fleet oiler at 
BUTTON to sea if renuired. Communications accordance Pac 
70. Task Force Commandei*s and detached units guard 4205 
KCS series. In addition Comsopac will guard secondary 
series as follows commencing with execution this action 
4295 KCS from 0700 to 1800 OCT. 8590 KCS continuously. 
12885 from 1800 to 0700 OCT. Emuloy secondary series as 
necessary to clear traffic and reduce load on task ^orce 
commanders circuit. Operational traffic will be paralleled 
on NPM and °opac lotes broadcast during period of opera¬ 
tions. Southwestnac reconnaissance nlanes use 7310 KCS 
from 2100 to 0900 and 4675 KCS from 0900 to 2100 GCT. 3o- 
pac reconnaissance planes use 4435 KCS and 11290 KCS. 

Task force commanders guard and other units guard as 
practicable. Point K latitude 9-30 South, longitude 
58-50 East point Q, Lat. 17-45 South Long. 161-40 East 
point S Lat. 13-05 South Long 161-45 East. This opera¬ 
tion Plan 2-43 effective on receipt. 

25 0639 SE NAV GUADALCANAL to C0MAIRS0PAC Info CINCPAC etc . 

Condition red 1330 to 1502 l(-ll). 8 wildcats and 6 

P-38's contacted 40 Magoya and type 2 zeros between 
LUNGA POINT and SAV0 at 18,000 feet just under ceiling. 
Zeros who were above broken clouds would send 2 or more 
planes under Grunmans as lure but got no takers. Be¬ 
hind zeros were many dive bombers exact number unknown 
and 18 twin engine bombers. Twin engine bombers turned 
toward TULAGI and hid in clouds. Dive bombers were 
prevented from coming in bv position taken by our fight¬ 
ers. Harbor patrol of 4 individual Wildcats mixed up 
on this and shot down 3 zeros. Lightnings were right 
behind and above Grummans and shot down 1 zero. 40 
minutes after condition red an additional 8 Wildcats 
and 8 P-40’s scrambled. Only contact made was with 
screen of zeros, bombers never pressed home the attack 
and dropped no bombs. All our planes returned safely. 

Raid paeve 10 B-17’s take off for strike against ship¬ 
ping in SH0RTLAND area. 

25 0506 COMSOPAC to CINCPAC Info KXNB, ALL CTF SOPAC, etc . 

K0KUMB0NA fell to our CACTUS forces 23rd and strong 
Nip center of resistance is pocketed between left divi¬ 
sion and front of right division. Reduction of this and 
other enemy strong points underway. During 24 hour 
period 23-24 over 90 Japs killed, 40 captured. At 1530 
l(-ll) 24th search plane dropped four bombs on a Jap 
tanker enroute to VILLA but all four missed. Subse¬ 
quent 3BD and TBF strike dispatched against this target 
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25 0506 (Continued) 

encountered bad weather turned back to CACTUS. Sightings 
14th 17 vessels SIIORTLAND ^n A.M. 1 destroyer on AK 
or AP 7-10 S, 156-20 E, course east at 1540 1. CW re¬ 
ports steamer arrived VILA via BLACKETT STRAIT even¬ 
ing 24th. ^helling bombing of VILLA area demolished 
STANMORE plantation buildings, dock at VILA and 6 AA 
emplacements cleared area now 7000 feet long. After 
midnight 24th-25th prowling cat harassed VILA, MUNDA 
with 500 pounders and light fragmentation bombs. At 
1045 this morning (25th) plane counted 1 CL, 5 DD's, 

12 AK's in SHORTLAND area with another DD and 2 cargo 
ships 20 miles southeast of PAISI course unknown. 

26 0855 COMGEN GUADALCANAL to CCMSOPAC Info CINCPAC, etc . 

271-26th as matter of possible interest to your headquarters 
following extract from captured Jap document is quoted 
address of instruction signed Sano 38th Div commander 
dated December 25th classed very secret the Emporor is 
disturbed by great discomfort over the war situation. 

The darkness of the dawn about to break in eastern sky 
very deep. At present best of empires Army, Navy and 
Air force are gathering and will head sooner or later 
toward the SOLOMON ISLANDS, the area of a decisive bat¬ 
tle between JAPAN and AMERICA. Its development is close 
at hand unquote. 


27 1145 CCMSOPAC to IT? 11.16.63.61.67. QTU 66.1.5. etc, etc. 

Comsopac Operation Plan 4-43. Indications of Jap movement 
in strength toward Southern SOLOMONS. Also possible move¬ 
ment to take CANTON ISLAND. General Task. This force will 
destroy Jap forces advancing toward the Southern SOLOMONS. 

Task Force 11 Rear Admiral Ramsey SARATOGA, SAN JUAN, SAUFLEY, 
McCALL, MAURY, CASE depart NOUMEA 2300 GCT January 27th 
proceed arrive vicinity noint A 1500 GCT'29th. Task Force 
16 Rear Admiral Sherman ENTERPRISE, SAN DIEGO, MORRIS, 

HUGHES, MUSTIN, RUSSELL, ELLET depart BUTTON 0400 GOT Jan¬ 
uary 28th proceed arrive vicinity point E 0800 GCT the 
29 th. Task Force 63 Vice Admiral Fitch shore based air¬ 
craft CACTUS-BUTTON. Task Force 64 Rear Admiral Lee WASH¬ 
INGTON, NORTH CAROLINA, INDIANA, BALCH, FANNING, DUNLAP, 
CUMMINGS depart NOUMEA local daylight January 28th proceed 
arrive vicinitv point D 0800 GOT the 29 th. Task Force 67 
Rear Admiral Ainsworth NASHVILLE, HELENA, HONOLULU, ST. 

LOUIS, DRAYTON, LAUSON, REID, 0HANNON depart BUTTON 0600 
GCT January 28 proceed arrive noint F 0800 GCT the 29 th. 

Task Unit 66.1.5 Captain Ihrif CIMARRON, GRIDLEY depart 
NOUMEA 0400 GCT January 30th nroceed arrive noint G 0800 
GOT 31st. Paragraph. Coordinate efforts to destroy Jap 
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search and snooper planes. Further directives later. 
Reference points A Let. 16 degs 30 mins South, Long. 157 
degs East DOG Lat. 16 South Long. 159 East E Lat. 15-30 
South Long 161 East F Lat. 14-30 South Long. 162 East G 
Lat. 19 South Long 161 East. Logistics fuel in battle¬ 
ships, carriers, cruisers, CIMARRON, BUTTON, NOUMEA, 
HAVANNAH, other oiler to sea as required. Communications 
as in my Operation Plan 2-43 This operation Plan 4-43 
effective on receipt. 


27 1210 COMFQPAG to CINCPAC, Info COMINCH. COMGENBOPAC . 




Availability Army Aircraft Sopac falling far below -Joint 
Chiefs of Staff committment for 1 January which heavy 
bombardment 70 (now 36 ) medium bombardment 52 (now 17 of 
which 4 without crews) fighters 150 (now 107 of which 7 
without crews). Condition of Army planes and crews such 
that only about 50 per cent of all Army planes are oper¬ 
able at any one time. Actual operational planes 22 Jan¬ 
uary heavy bombardment 13 medium 10 fighters 69 . Estimate 
of overall losses in area will approximate not less than 
20 per cent per month. 

28 0838 SENAV GUADAL to COMAIRSOPAC Info CINCPAC, COMSOPAC. etc. 



12 Dauntless and 4 Avengers escorted by 2 P-38's. 6 War- 

hawks and 7 Wildcats on strike against shipping reported 
by coast watcher off north coast of VELLA LA VELLA. Made 
contact at 1520 (-11) Lat 7 deg 36 min South, Long 157 deg 
10 min East. Avengers saw 6 DD 20 miles to northwest and 
proceeded to attack these unescorted. Got 1 hit an 2nd 
DD in north column. Saw and heard big explosion. Ship 
settled in water and next DD in column came alongside. 
SBD's attacked 1 AK and 1 A0. Dropped 6 1000 pounders. 

4 500 and 4 100 pounders. 1 100 pounder hit on AK star¬ 

board beam. 1 1000 pounder near miss port bow. 1 1000 
pounder nicked port side of AO and another landed 5 feet 
off stern. AK stopped and AO smoking and dear in water. 
Possibility that escort vessel was a corvette. Received 
only light AA. 4 zeros came down to intercept SBD's. 

1 zero on tail of Wildcat was shot down by Warhawk. Saw 
total of 8 zeros. All our planes returned. 
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02 0410 COMAIRSCPACFQR to SENIOR AVIATOR AT GUADALCANAL. 

Most Secret. Cancel paragraph 3. My Oo Ord 1-43. Sub¬ 
stitute following "Detachment 3 CL, 2 DD of Task For 67 en- 
route MUNDA will be about 30 miles south of SAN CRISTOBAL at 
daylight 4th proceeding to northwestward past south coast of 
GUADALCANAL in afternoon. Speed fifteen increasing to twenty 
five at sundown. morning of 5th will be retiring from 
MUNDA at 25 knots toward point at lat. ten South, long, one 
five nine forty East arriving 0900 love (minus 11)". Provide 
fighter cover accordance paragraph 3A my Op Ord. Deny enemy 
aircraft any chance to track during approach. Comtask Force 
67 call 1V77 may vector fighters using call 1V80 for fighter 
patrol commander on 4500 KCS. 

02 0720 COMAIRSOPAC to SENIOR AVIATOR AT GUADALCANAL Info CINCPAC etc 

This is a Comairsopac tale in 2 parts which is most secret. 
This is my Op Ord 2-43. Information Comsopac Opplan 1-43 
his 311100 and Comtaskfor 67 Opord 1-43 copy by airmail 3rd. 
Task Unit 62.6 is expected arrive position 60 miles south 
point queen at ( 0800 love (-11) 3rd where will be joined by 
Task for 67. Whence proceeds via route north and east SAN 
CRISTOBAL to arrive LUNGA ROADS about 1800 GCT 3rd. Tasks. 
BUTTON aircraft provide A/S patrol for Task Group 62.6 
from 0800 until 1400 love (-11) 3rd. Para. CACTUS aircraft 
Brig. Gen. Mulcahey. Relieve BUTTON A/S patrol with 2 Black- 
cats at 1400 love (-11) 3rd continue patrol until after dark 
thence conduct radar search along route advance. Provide 
close fighter protection and A/S coverage Task Group 62.6 
during daylight when within range and until departure beyond 
range. Conduct all night radar search each night of circuit 
inside following points SAVO, CAPE ASTROLABE, CAPE VIKENARA , 
KORIGCLE HARBOR, BURAKU ISLAND, CAPE E3PERANCE . 

02 0730 COMAIRSOPAC to SENIOR AVIATOR AT GUADALCANAL Info CINCPAC etc 

This is part 2 of my 020720. Conduct additional day and 
night searches to northward and south west of SOLOMONS as 
tactical situation requires. Strike enemy forces and 
installations repeatedly commencing 3 January as far north 
as and including BUIN area. Support MUNDA bombardment by 
Task Force 67 accordance my Opord 1-43. Para. XRay. Point 
queen love latitude 11-30 south, long. 163-10 east. Com¬ 
munications normal Comtaskfor 63 in CURTISS at BUTTON . 

Pass for info to Comadnavbase CACTUS. 

01 2335 CINCPAC to COMPANSEAFRON Info COMIKCK. OPNAV. COMSOPAC . etc. 

Utomost Secret. Companseafront deliver following for action 
and copy of mydis 182355 December for info to Comtaskfor 39 
Lantflt upon his arrival base love 2 January. Para. Detach 
MONTICELI.O with orders report Companseaf ront for onward rout¬ 
ing SAN PEDRO under naval transportation service. Organize 
Task For 19 Pacflt. Capt. R.G. Coman commanding. Transgor^r 
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01 2335 (Continued) 

groun CHARLES CARROLL, JOSEPH T. DICKMAN, THOMAS JEFFERSON, 
ARCTURUS, WILLIAM P. BIDDLE, OBERON, HERMITAGE. Escort 
group CANAL ZONE to BORABORA CONCORD, WARRINGTON, STRONG, 
CONY. BORABORA to NOUMEA: SMITH, MAHAN, STRONG, CONY. Para. 
Information routing to NOUMEA communication plan and special 
instructions as contained in mydis 182355 December except 
change latitude route point cast to 23 degrees south. 

Separate despatch directs SMITH, MAHAN arrive BORABORA 16 
January. Para. When loaded and ready Taskfor 19 depart 
EALBOA proceed ERISBANE, AUSTRALIA via BORABORA and NOUMEA 
at best speed consistent fuel endurance. Transports enter 
BORABORA only if required by circumstances. At EORAEORA 
CONCORD, WARRINGTON, detached to orders Comsoutheastpacfor. 

At NOUMEA WILLIAM P. BIDDLE, OBERON report Comsopacfor for 
discharge and return routing to SAN DIEGO and upon arrival 
latter port report Comamphibforpac for duty. Comsopacfor 
ro\ite force NOUMEA to BRISBANE. Comsopacfor authorized 
revise escort at NOUMEA in vhich case escorts detached will 
report Comsopacfor for duty in Sopacfor. Arrival BRISBANE 
HERMITAGE released to orders Comsowestpacfor for discharge 
and future movement under direction naval transportation 
service. Remainder discharge as directed by Comsowestpacfor. 
Report departure from BALBOA estimated speed advance arrival 
at BRISBANE and estimated date readiness for return orders. 
This Opord number 1-43 effective upon receipt. Comsowest- 
pacfor inform MacArthur. Companseafront direct STRONG upon 
latter’s arrival further report Comtaskfor 19 for duty. 

31 1405 COHINCH to CINCPAC Info COKSOPAC 

For Naisey and Nlmitz only. Cincpac 310341 cannot readily 
comprehend delays in withdrawal 2nd Marine Division which 
v/as contemplated in my 301915 November. It now appears that 
campaign continues in current status of delay linger and 
wai t. 

02 0217 CINCPAC to COMINCH Info COMSOPAC 


For Admirals King and H a ]_ se y only. On the priciple that the 
man on the 3pot is better able to'recognize his own problems 
and plan their solution I approve Halsey's 011136. As stated 
in myser 0259W I do not think we can expect to seize more 
enemy territory and hold repeat hold it until we have a 
superiority In sea, air and land forces. The first two may 
be considered in sight for the South Pacific but I know of 
no suitable program for troops particularly those to be 
trained for amphibious and jungle warfare. The present 
situation proves that we have been too optimistic as to the 
readiness with which such trooos can be withdrawn from the 
areas which they capture and the time it takes to rehabilitate 
them after service in tropical jungles. Also as to the 
effectiveness of Army troops for jungle warfare unless 
specially trained. I believe we should face this realistical¬ 
ly and. If the strategic offensive is to be undertaken 137^ 
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02 0217 (Continued) 




when the surface and air forces are in hand, a commensurate 
assignment of troops should be made now for appropriate 
training. In line v/ith your view expressed at our last con¬ 
ference I urge that our Pacific effort, which we are im¬ 
patient to apply in a thorough going offensive, be al¬ 
located it3 proper proportion of the nation's strength. 

03 0439 COMSOPAC to COMINCH Info CINCPAC. VICE OPNAV . 

Speaking In connection Cominch 311815. Very Secret. Set 
up outlined highly desirable for SUSAN rpt SUSAN Campaign 
and readily adaptable here since Sopac headquarters 
organization has stressed decentralization outside of 
Combat zone. 

05 0009 CINCPAC to COMSOPAC Info COMINCH 


For Admirals King and Halsey only. Nimitz sends. From 
your 040322 and 200352 it appears that you are releasing 
NEW MEXICO and MISSISSIPPI in next few days. As this may 
take them away before the impending enemy maj or effort I 
suggest a reconsideration which will permit the cruisers 
to proceed PEARL without BB's v/hen well clear to eastward 
or to wait at NANDI, BLEACHER or TUTUILA if necessary. I 
consider enemy may employ strength this time which might 
create the emergency for which these BB's were sent to you. 

05 0057 CINCPAC to COMINCH Info COMSOWESPAC COMSOPAC. 





Utmost secret. Am heartily in sympathy with project to 
aid guerillas and as a submarine mission consider it only 
secondary to sinking ships. Consider the primary mission 
against ships is so important to the success of the Pacific 
war effort that I am reluctant to divert any of our present 
submarines except for occasional relief trips. Present 
assifmments are as follows. Southwest Australia 8. 

Solomons sea area 14. Actually operating in Subpac, which 
carries all those under Navy Yard overhaul, 19 of which 
16 are now at sea. Believe ARGONAUT and NAUTILUS are too 
valuable for combatant tasks in the SUSAN area to employ 
their otherwise suitable capacity in the suggested work. 

As I know of no submarine work more vital than that which 
can be done against Japan's ships I recommend a reexamina¬ 
tion of present sub assignments with a view to increasing 
the number available in the Pacific. From the little I 
know of their present status believe BARRACUDA Class would 
be excellent for relief trios. Carnender oass to Mac- 
Arthur. 
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05 0525 Comsowespac to Cominch info Oonisopac. Cincoac . 

Utmost secret ' ith this. Your 021625. Submarines should 
not be specifically diverted from naval control for full 
time employment on missions of nature described. Subs 
available now not sufficient provide full coverage all 
profitable areas particularly NEI-SOUTH CHINA SEA-PHILLI- 
PINES area and every possible effort should be exerted con¬ 
tinue whittling down Japs available shipping. Submarines 
making occasional transits to PHILLI p INES patrol stations 
are available carry not over ten tons depending on bulk 
for quick unloading at designated point in VISAYANS as 
opportunity permits. Any mission thus authorized should 
not interfere with regular patrols. Estimate that with 
number subs presently assigned one such mission possible 
about every TXN weeks. Impossible promulgate any regular 
schedule for this purpose in advance. 

08 0220 COMCEN WESTDEF COMMAND to CINCPAC . 

Handle as most secret. Comgen Western Defense Command 
talking about your 070331 via Com 12. Paraphrase of 
mydis Dec 28th replying your 230407 refer my 211820 
concerning training BOODLE mission following troops 
available me from War Department: 507 AA Regt., 7th Inf 
Div., 184 Inf Regt for training Ford Ord. Coordination 
directed between CTF 3 and my headquarters. To carry 
out task BAKER of Cominch 181315 following suggested 
draft joint directive to be issued paragraph 2: Comgen 
Westdefcom and CTF 3 to coordinate directly in carrying 
out training para one training of force for reduction 
and occupation BOODLE to be mission.para four to con¬ 
stitute without delay Joint Army Navy Staff for training 
BOODLE mission same staff continue for actual operation, 
when scheduled, by direct arrangement between these four 
Comgen ALA 'KA Defcom CTF 8 and Comgen Westdefcom CTF 3 
paragraph 3 units within territorial limits United States 
other than those in BRONZE to be trained at Fort Ord 
under direct supervision CTF 3. BRONZE units for use 
30DDLE mission be trained by CTF 8 end Comgen Alaska 
Defcom as directed by Comsren Westdefcom and CTF 3. Above 
paragraphs not numerical sequence constitute suggested 
joint directive recommend you issue based on assumption 
actual operations will fill surface vessels available. 

Adm Rockwell concurs selection Fort Ord best spot for 
training. Cominch is originator of reference in mydis 
of Jan 5th. Acknowledge. 
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21 1820 (Dec) DEWITT to CINCPAC. 

■"'v This for Cincpac from DeWitt. See last sentence my reply 

to your 190215. Paragraph 1 my estimate of strength 
and organization of force required for reduction BOODLE. 

1 infantry division, 2 additional infantry regiments, 

1 regiment AA, 1 regiment combat engineers, signal OPNS 
company plus small administrative and evacuation units. 
Paragraph 2 recommend infantry division with 1 additional 
infantry regiment AAA regiment and signal OPNS company 
be trained amphibiously at Ford Ord California under 
Commander Amphibious Force Pacific Fleet with training 
initiated earliest practicable date. Paragraph 3 combat 
engineer regiment now in ADC trained at Ocean BLUE utiliz¬ 
ing LST, LCI(L) and LVT in such numbers as required. 
Paragraph 4. 1 infantry regiment (less 1 battalion) now 

stationed at LONGVIEW to train for operation utilizing 
I£T and LCI(L) in such numbers as required. Paragraph 5. 
Force listed in paragraph 2 to constitute initial landing 
for.ce combat loaded and assembled at OCEAN BLUE to ar¬ 
rive D - 15. Force listed in paragraphs 3 and 4 to reach 
FORMULA in such time as to be available thereat as float¬ 
ing reserve when initial landing force strikes BOODLE. 
Paragraph 6. 1 battalion from regiment listed in para- 

W graph 4 to constitute initially part of occunation force 

FORMULA and to be available on FORMULA for use as part 
of BOODLE task force to be transported thereto by utiliz¬ 
ing water transnortation released by initial landing 
force or floating reserve after these forces have landed. 
Paragraph 7. ‘^otal strength of above forces 25,000. 
Paragraph 8. Request your comment or concurrence as 
basis for preparation of more detailed plans in coordi¬ 
nation with Comtaskforces 3 and 8. 

18 1315 COMINCH to CINCPAC. Info C0MWESEAFR0N. C0MN0KWESSAFR0N. etc. 

Treat this as most secret. The Joint Chiefs of Staff 
direct that if reconnaissance of AMCHITKA shows that a 
satisfactory airfield can be constructed thereon in a 
reasonable time, the following directive will be executed: 
Comwestseafron pass to DeWitt. Objective. Occupation of 
AMCHITKA at earliest date. Purpose. One to render KISKA 
untenable as an operating base for the enemy. Two. To 
provide an advanced base for possible operation against 
KISKA. Tasks. Afirm. Seize and occupy AMCHITKA and build 
airfield thereon. Baker. Train force for assault and oc¬ 
cupation of KISKA. The Army assault units as assigned by 
the War Department can be trained in San Diego. No Marine 
amphibious units are available for this operation. General 
instructions. Cincpac in conjunction with Comgen Western 
s w' Defense Command form plan for occupying AMCHITKA to be 
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18 1315 (Dec) COMINCH to CINCPAC. etc. (CONTINUED). 

executed on earliest date. Cincpac furnish CTF 8 im¬ 
mediately 1 AP combat load for first troops to land in 
occupation of AMCHITKA. Report target days for AMCHITKA 
occupation and outline of plan and means required for 
this operation and for future occupation of KISKA. Code 
name for AMCHITKA operation is CROWBAR. Occupation of 
TANAGA suspended in accordance with Cincpac (Com 12) 

122112. 

09 0053 GENERAL I.AR3IIALL to GENERAL EMMONS. MCARTHUR, Info CINCPAC etc 

Further on my 164 January 7 (for MacArthur from Mar¬ 
shall) Joint Chiefs of Staff now request your detailed 
plans for carring out Tasks 2 and 3 under'the provisions 
of joint directive transmitted to you in Cominch 022100 
July 2nd remodifications thereof with corresponding plans 
to carry out para exchange of views between yourself, 

Halsey and Nimitz preliminary to complinance with paragraph 

1 above area authorized to enable concurrence to be more 
readily obtained period It is strongly suggested that 

if conditions in your respective areas permit your plans 
be considered personally between you and Halsey or be¬ 
tween your personal representatives period your completed 
plans will be sent simultaneously to Joint Chiefs of 
Staff Command,Cincpac and Comsopac, latter to comment 
to Cincpac who will in turn comment to Joint Chiefs 
of Staff with yourself as addressee para Information 
copies of this radio are being sent to Harmon for 
Halsey and to Emmons for Nimitz. 

08 1600 COMINCH to CINCLANT Info CINCPAC. COMAIRPAC, etc. 

Handle with ultra secrecy. Hicom. Escorted by new 
destroyers assigned Pacfleet direct following movements 
to MERCURY on approximate dates and with minimum des¬ 
troyer escorts as indicated. 23 January DENVER 1. 

2 February HMS VICTORIOUS 3. After ALABAMA ready about 

6 February MASSACHUSETTS 3. Para. Upon arrival MERCURY 
all report Cincpac duty. Modify shakedown periods des¬ 
troyers force NYD 33 necessary to meet escort require¬ 
ments . 

08 2234 COMSOPAC to CINCPAC 

Most secret. Organizing newly arrived carriers. O^e 
Taskforce being built around 3 SANGAMONS initially and 
one around 3 NASSAU'S. Mason commands the latter. Need 
additional aviation flag officer command the SANGAMONS 
but with Giffen as Force commander. Recommend Bogan 
with temporary rank Rear Admiral. If aoproved request 
relief for Bogan as commanding officer SARATOGA. 
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Handle v/lth utmost secrecy. This is oart 1 of 5 parts 
from Consowespac who passes for MacArthur. For Nimitz 
and Halsey only from MacArthur. Reference Cincpac 110221. 
My conception of the successive steps for the capture of 
RABAUL is outlined in my joint dispatch with Ghormley 
to Coninch info ^incpac, Comsopac July 001012. Enemy’s 
present dispositions do not alter ny views regarding 
the general plan but due to his increased strength and 
development in the area, a much stronger force than 
originally anticipated will be required to destroy it. 

The plan is based upon the fundamental necessity for the 
progressive advance of airfields in order to provide 
land based air protection for naval movements, both tac¬ 
tical and logistical, and to bring heavy and medium 
bombers in force with fighter coverage over the objective. 
It is my firm conviction that an offensive following other 
methods or attempted with insufficient force and without 
sound preparation will inevitably lead to disaster para 
Admiral King’s premise that naval action might be dir¬ 
ected instantly against the Admiralty Island should be 
examined critically from the viewpoint of protection 
by land based air. All operations in these waters are 
drastically Influenced by land based aviation and re¬ 
sults have infallibly indicated the absolute necessity 
for local air superiority. End part 1. 

13 1145 This is part 2 of 5 parts of MacArthur's utmost secret 
dispatch. The plan as originally set forth in My radio 
would provide land based air coverage for al" operations. 

I do not believe that an attempt to eliminate any of 
these steps and m^ve abruptly Into the enemy's territory 
where the air advantare will be entirely on his 3ide 
will lead to success. I believe that the South Pacific 
area should exert every effort to clear GUADALCANAL and 
to develop adequate air bases from which effective and 
continuous air 3upoort can be provided. Thereafter the 
plan should be executed as originally contemplated. 

Tills now involves the capture of additional enemy posi¬ 
tions which had not been developed at that time; namely 
KUNDA, BUIN, T0U0LEI, KIETA, BUKA, FINSCHHAFEH and oer- 
haos others. Under the protection of the air thus pro¬ 
vided the fleet should operate offensively with the 
destruction of the enemy's fleet as Its primary mission. 

13 1143 This is oart 3 of LiacArthi r3 5 part utmost secret. Para 
It is not now immediately possible to undertake a further 
offensive in the Southwest Pacific area. I have avail¬ 
able or in prospect for offensive combat use 2 U.3. Army 
divisions the 1st Marine division and 5 Australian divi¬ 
sions. The 32nd Division after exhaustive campaign is 
nov; being withdrawn to AUSTRALIA to be reconstituted and 
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rehabilitated. The 41st Division is relieving the 52nd 
on the north coast of NEW GUINEA. 1st Marine Division 
is being rehabilitated. Vandergrift reports will be 
4 tr G months before available for use. The infantry of 
the 6th and 7th Australian divisions was exhaiist 1 vely 
used in the PAPUAN Campaign and is be r ng removed to the 
YORK PENINSULA to be reconstituted. The 9th Australian 
division, scheduled for return from the Kiddle East, 
will go through the same process and must be completely 
reequipped. End part 3. 

13 1150 Part 4 of 5 parts of MacArthurs utmost secret. The 

Australian militia is not of sufficient quality for em¬ 
ployment in the offensive. It can be used only for gar¬ 
rison duty. I have therefore no troops available at 
this time for offensive action para the air force as 
now constituted is not sufficient to 3 upoort the of¬ 
fensive which is contemplated. With present strength in 
medium and heavy bombardment it is possible to make an 
intense effort for only a 3hort period of time. For 
the continuous execution of the proposed action heavy 
and medium bomber strength must be greatly increased 
with corresponding increases in auxiliary echelons. 

A theoretical examination of the number of planes as¬ 
signed to this area, taken in conjunction with recent 
comparative operational losses in our own and the enemy's 
air, might lead to the opinion that present air strength 
would suffice. However our experience in offensive op¬ 
erations over the enemy's territory at maximum ranges 
over water and through the most difficult tropical 
weather orovides ample substantiation that existing 
strength is capable of only a short intense effort oara 
The great strength which JAPAN has already massed in the 
RABAUL area and the continuous flow of additional forces 
thereto, make this area a major Japanese stronghold 
to the defense of which she 1 s at present subordinating 
all other efforts. Its capture therefore becomes so 
important a phase of the Pacific war a3 to Involve con¬ 
centration of our own forces for its accomplishment. 

This will require lonm -^reparation and meat resources. 
End part four. 

13 1159 Part 5 and last oart of KacArthur's utmost secret. If 

predominant strength is not assembled by us for the pur- 
nose the attempt will certainly fail. Such an operation 
must now be regarded as a ma-'or campaign which might well 
become the decisive action in the Pacific zone of war 
para I have given the above fact3 and have expressed my 
views in order that you may have a clear picture of the 
situation here. An exchange of views may preclude the 
necessity for an Immediate conference that requires long 
journeys and nrolonged absence of higher commanders. 
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13 1159 (Continued) 

"le may thus arrive at basic decisions that will permit 
detailed planning after conference by Senior Staff Of¬ 
ficers. If conference is deemed necessary at this time 
I suggest that it be held at BRISBANE. Present cir¬ 
cumstances here involving current ooerations and the 
question of passage of command to an officer of another 
nationality prevent my leaving the area at this time. 

Lnd of part 5 and all parts. 

22 2037 COLTITTCII to CINCPAC. Info C0T1AIRPAC . 

Treat with utmost secrecy. Estimated in service dates 
CV’s assigned Pac Fleet orior 1 Julv. v our 212125. As 
follows: ESUEX 15 April, INDEPENDENCE 1 May, LEXINGTON 
1 June, PRINCETON 10 June. Respective air groups were 
commissioned March 1, September 30, November 16, November 
28, all 1942, are in training. Estimate equipment these 
groups with latest type planes will be accomplished in 
time assure readiness prior in service dates parent ves¬ 
sels, As additional info estimate in service dates BUNKER 
HILL and BELIEAU HOOD to be 15 and 16 July respectively. 
For estimated dates renorting physically in Pacific add 
10 days to each in service date above. 

24 2101 CTF 5 to CINCPAC Info COMGEK AMPHCORPSPAC, ACPF 

This is very secret. Your 090342. Result conference 
with General Smith and Commanding General 7th Army 
Division (General Brown). Informed Army members Joint 
Staff to reDort here after 27 Feb. Preliminary train¬ 
ing underway but division only 70 percent strength 
until about 10 Feb. All units not at FORT 0RD until 
1 Feb. First training embarkation planned 22 February. 
Believe earliest date of trooo readiness approximately 
1 May assuming 1 ^ivision of 4 APAS and 1 AKA were 
available 22 February and similar division 1 March. 

Present availability'follows': HARRIS, BELL, ZEILIN, 

EARNET, ALCYONE 22 February; NEVILLE, HEY.V00D, BETEL- 
GEUSE, approximately 1 March. MIDDLETON, BELLATRIX, 
DICKMAN, BIDDLE, ARCTURUS, CARROLL, JEFFERSON, OBERON 
unknbwn. DOYEN, FELAND probably not before late May; 
HARNIS still requires approximately 3 weeks to complete 
conversion and necessary alterations as force flag. 

Can 3 APAS be made available for training by 1 March 
question. 

26 0613 CINCPAC to CTF 3 Info COMGEN AHPHCORPAC 

Most secret. Urdis 242101. BELLATRIX due SAN DIEGO 4 
February. BIDDLE due NOUMEA 27 January. DICKiAN, ARC¬ 
TURUS, JEFFERSON, OBERON due BRISBANE 30 January. Will 
direct expeditious unloading and arrival SAN DIEGO prior 
1 March. CARROLT under repair CANAL ZONE completion 
indefinite. MIDDLETON still aground AMC1IITKA salvage 
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26 0613 (Continued) 

hopeful readiness for service indefinite. Will fore¬ 
going meet your requirements? 

26 2328 CTF 3 to CINCPAC 


This is most secret. Urdis 260513. Assuming BIDDLE 
requires no major overhaul on arrival she wil] be able 
to train troops with NEVILLE, HEYWCOD, BETEL GET.'SE about 
1 March. Consider readiness upon arrival of DICKKAN, 
JEFFERSON and CARROLL to undertake intensive train¬ 
ing with troops most questionable. Imperative I have 
one other APA ready to complete second training group. 
Can CARROL! be routed direct to th^ s area to arrive 
late February. 

27 2243 CTF 3 to COMINCH Info CINCPAC. CTF 8 . 

This is super secret. Part 1. Joint Staff planning 
COTTAGE Operation begins tomorrow. Preliminary esti¬ 
mates indicate extensive use LST, LCI LCT(5) types may 
be mandatory and possibility of employment will have 
decisive influence on reaching decision. Following 
references pertain to present commitment and desired 
employment these types; My serial letter 0010 on as¬ 
signment of LST’s dated Jan 6, Cominch despatch 130115 
(in reply), VCNO 261955 (As to availability) CTF 8 desp 
220016 (Asking for LST), Cincpac's desp 242355 (negative 
reply) 

27 2247 CTF 5 to COMINCH Info CINCPAC. CTF 8. 

Part 2 of 2 . For planning purposes earliest possible 
advise necessary as to whether these types can be con¬ 
sidered available. If answer affirmative request 2 
LST's be diverted from Sopac for immediate availability 
and that others of all types be earmarked for priority 
assignment this force as final decision demands propose 
employ all types on training this area and also execute 
my 222252. This is super secret. As the results these 
test will have vital effect on final places and obtain¬ 
ing equipment this must be concluded earliest possible 
date. 


































February 1st. (Oahu Date) 


It Is now known that the last Tokyo Express was made up 
of 20 DD. Results of our Interception attempts are in Comsopac 
020604. Routine day and night air operations continued in the 
SOLOMONS SEA area. 

Our SoPac task forces are operating to the south and 
southeast of GUADALCANAL waiting developments. Due to shortage 
of DDs T.G. 67.5 has been withdrawn from the TULAGI area and or¬ 
dered to operate with task forces above. 

Ground forces on GUADALCANAL have crossed the BONEGI 
RIVER. Enemy planes were over GUADALCANAL from 2055 to 2115 
and 2206 to 0400 (-11) February 2. All dropped bombs doing some 
damage to the bomber strip. 

The S.S. SAMUEL GOMPERS was torpedoed and sunk 115 miles 
south of NOUMEA about 1700 (-11) January 29. Salvage operations 
on the LIPSCOMB LYKES have been discontinued. 

Enemy submarines continue patrolling near CANTON ISLAND. 

There were two enemy air attacks on AMCHITKA. In the 1st 
attack at 1955 (/10) February 1st, 8 to 10 float zeros bombed 
and strafed the DALE and LONG who were on patrol off CONSTANTINE 
HARBOR. In the 2nd attack at 2245 (/10) February 1st, two float 
zeros strafed the DALE but no bombs were dropped. No damage was 
done in either attack. Comnopacfor 011855 (2 part) describes the 
progress of the CROWBAR operation. CTF 8 desires Canadian vessels 
for 2 or 3 months to replace his DDs which are in need of repair. 

There are no new enemy developments. 

(V>v © 
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February 2nd (Oahu Date) 


Our task forces in the South Pacific continue to operate 
in the general area Southeast of the SOLOMONS, awaiting develop¬ 
ments. TF ll will strike against enemv planes and subs believed 
basing at INDISPENSABLE REEFS on the 4th (-11). 

At 1500 (-11) the 1st, 1200 of our troops landed unopposed 
one half mile west of MCRCVCVO, GUADALCANAL. The main advance 
to the westward on GUADALCANAL continues favorably. 

Routine air searches and air strikes in the central 
SOLOMONS were made. Nothing of particular significance was re¬ 
ported. 


An amplifying report states that three instead of five 
PTs were lost in the action during the night of February 1-2 
(-11) near SAYO Island. Comsopac 030704 suggests that as many 
as three DDs of the last Tokyo express were sunk. Previous 
experience leads us to believe that such a figure may be optim¬ 
istic. 


The MINNEAPOLIS expects to complete boiler retubing and 
be readv to depart ESPIP.ITU SANTO for PEARL on the 8th or 9th 
(- 11 ). * 


Cincpac 022107 urges Cominoh to augment Army air strength 
in the Sopac. MacArthur 030719 states that he cannot send any 
bombers to Admiral Halsey at this time. 

Sowespac subs continue to sink and damage enemy ships. 

The TATJT0G returning from patrol in the BANDA Sea reports this 
bag: One small maru sunk, one 5,000 ton AK possibly sunk, one 
small naval auxiliary possibly sunk, one NA.T0RI Class cruiser 
damaged. 

Bad weather caused the cancellation of air activity in 
the ALEUTIANS. 

It seems possible that the enemy has sent a CV to the 
MARSHALLS for a diversion raid on our central Pacific outlying 
positions. If the enemy clans to deoend on shore based air in 
the coming offensive toward the S0L0M0NF Sea area CVs could well 
be operated in this manner. 

The Navy Department issued a press release during the day 
which stated that a major enemy offensive is believed underway 
toward the SOLOMONS Sea area. This release was most unfortunate 
as it practically tells the Laps that we are reading their mail. 
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February 3rd . (Oahu Date) 

The Tokyo Express ran again last night. The prelim¬ 
inary account of our air attacks on it during the afternoon is 
in Senav GUADALCANAL 040845. 

Routine air activities continued in the SOLOMONS Sea 
area. MUNDA was bombed by 12 SBD with VF cover at 0735 (-11) 
February 4. Night flying blackcats and B-17s dropped harassing 
bombs on MUNDA, KIHILI, and in the GIZO area. Comsowespac has 
been requested bv Admiral Halsey to concentrate available strikes 
on the BUIN - SHORTLAND - BUKA areas. 


Task forces in the SOPAC continue to operate to the 
southeast of the SOLOMONS waiting developments. 

Single enemy planes were over our air fields at GUADAL¬ 
CANAL from 1850 to 1945 and from 2056 to 2150 (-11) February 4. 
No damage was reported from bombs dropped. 

Cominch 021245 gives a plan to advance the date of 
readiness of the 4th Marine Division. 


Routine activities continued in the North Pacific. 

CTF 8 030700 gives the progress of the CR0UBAR operation. Com¬ 
inch 032053 pink states that further instructions will be given 
regarding the COTTAGE operation (seizure of KISKA). 


Cominch 031535 pink gives the status of Army plane 
reinforcements to the South Pacific. 


There were no new enemy developments. 
February 4th. (Oahu date) 




( s) 


As was expected from DI a search from GUADALCANAL 
sighted what is sunoosed to be the'Advance Force 400 miles south¬ 
east of TRUK at 1052 (-11) the 5th. The compositions is not 
definite but approximately 2 CV, 2-4 BBs, 4 -6 CAs, 12 DD. 

The courses reported were Southerly. It is believed that this 
force has been operating in this vicinity for the past^two days 
and will be emnloved to cover a major push toward the SOLOMONS 
Sea area. Today is the first time we have had search coverage 
of this area. 


Our task forces in the SoPac continue to operate to the 
Southeast of the SOLOMONS waiting developments. TFs 11 & £r 
completed fueling today and TFs 16 and 67 will fuel tomorrow. 

A routine strike was made on MUNDA by 9 TRF and 12 SBD 
at 0620 (-11) the 5th. 


(Continued) 
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February 4th . (Oahu date) (Continued) 

ov\ Qt<jctdfl.lcotvui( 

Our ground forces ft nave advanced to the UhANI river 
against light resistance. 

The damaged LaVALLETTE has arrived at ESPIHITU SANTO. 

It is expected that temporary repairs will be made there to 
permit her to proceed to a yard under her own power. 

No progress has been made in the salvage of the MIDDLE- 
TON. Oomserfor salvage expert will be sent to the scene via the 
MARKA3 leaving PEARL day after tomorrow. 


Major enemy forces are believed to be in jump off posi¬ 
tions in the South Pacific. Nothing further is learned of a, 
possible diversion operation toward CANTON or PALMYRA. While 
all signs point toward GUADALCANAL as the next major enemy 
objective, NET// GUINEA also is a nossible objective. 

^*3 & 


February 5th. (Oahu date) 


Search to the north of the SOLOMONS failed to sight 
the major enemy force reported yesterday. Minor sightings of 
no particular significance were reported in the SOLOMONS Sea area. 


Routine strikes were made on VILA (1100 (-11) Feb. 6) 
and MUNDA (1700 (-11) Feb 6). Damage inflicted was not renorted. 

On GUADALCANAL principal activity was patrol in the 
UMASANI River area. We have established a strong point near TITI. 
The minefield which we laid on the northwest coast of GUADALCANAL 
will be about doubled in length on February 10 (-11). 


Our SOPAC task: forces continue to await developments. 

TFs 11, 16, 64 , 67 are in the Eastern CORAL Sea. TF IS, 69 are 
southeast of the SOLOMONS, Comsopac 060636 is his daily operation 
summary. 


C.G. Haw. mailgram 4 February 1943 gives his views of 
the situation in HAWAII resulting from the move of planes from 
there to SOPAC. As heavy bombers are not very effective against 
enemy CVs, that type cannot be expected to repel a raid on OAHU. 

On the 4th (/10) five float zeros bombed AMCHITKA do¬ 
ing no damage. On that day at about l^OO 6 B-24s, 5 3-25s, with 
VF cover bombed land installations at EI3KA. Four of five inter¬ 
cepting float zeros were shot down. 

Cominch 042000 oink and 052125 pink transfers 5 APA and 
5 AKA from the Pacific to the Atlantic. This hamstrings our KISKA 


(Continued) 
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February 5th. (Oahu date) (Continued) 


effort for the present. Remaining APAs are sufficient to move 
only one reinforced regiment. No AKAs remain. It may effect n 

the plan to seize CHICHI JIMA, MARCUS, and WAKE which'is under ** 
consideration. 


There were no new enemy developments. 





February 6th . (Oahu date) 


The enemy advance force reported by our search planes 
700 miles north of GUADALCANAL on the 4th (Cahu date) has not 
been sighted by our search since then and is presumed to have 
retired beyond the search limit. 


A 19 DD Tokyo Express with 15 zeros covering ran last 
night. This enemy force was first reported by search plane at 
1342 (-11) February 7th. At 1735 (-11) the 7th 15 SBD with 20 
F4F's escorting attacked the enemy DD's 20 miles south of REN- 
DOVA Island. Hits were reported on 2 DD's and two zeros were shot 
down. No further reports of the progress of the Express were 
received. 


Our task forces in the South Pacific are cruising in 
the same general areas as before awaiting develonments. 


The GROWLER on patrol north of NEW BRITAIN reported 
being rammed. The bow and tubes were wrecked and the Captain 
and two others v/ere killed. The ship is now proceeding to 
BRISBANE. ( 

It is now known that the Japs have almost completed 
a fighter strip at KISKA. Bad weather in the ALEUTIANS halted 
all air activity and hampered operations at AMCHITKA. 


Cominch 061324 gives plans for heavy bomber groups in 
the Pacific Areas. 


There were no new enemy developments. 
February 7th . (Oahu Date) 






At 07A5 (-11) the tfth, there was a report from a plane 
of an enemy task force of 2 CA, 5 CL, 10 DD, 200 miles NE MALAITA 
heading south. Because of this renort, TF 69 was ordered to inter¬ 
cept and the ENTE' PRISE air group was sent to GUADALCANAL. At 
1135 (-11) the Sth, this report was found to be enemy radio de¬ 
ception so no further action was taken on the contact. 


(Continued) 
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Februarv 7th. (Oahu Date) (Continued) 

All SoPac task forces continued underway as before 
waiting developments. Corrsopac 080803 is an operations summary 
for his area. Admiral Halsey has ordered the GUADALCANAL forces 
to take more effective measures against the Tokyo Express. On 
GUADALCANAL ground forces continued to advance slowly. In his 
081115 C.G. CACTUS suggests that recent Tokyo Expresses may have 
evacuated some laps. 

Comsopac 072356 pink states that French forces in his 
area have never formally placed themselves under Comsopac military 
command. 


The tanker IRON KNIGHT was sunk off Sydney on the 8th 
(-11) by an enemy submarine. 

Bad weather in the ALEUTIANS halted all operations. 

Signs continue to point to the enemy’s possible adoption 
of the strategic defensive in the SOLOMONS Sea area. As noted 
several times before, such a course of action would free major 
enemy surface forces for operations elsewhere. It must be as¬ 
sumed that the laps now know our SoPac surface force deployment. 

And estimating that our strength will continue watchful waiting 
in the CORAL Sea, they may feel that they can attack or raid in 
force at any point along our line from MIDWAY to CANTON without 
being intercepted. (f) 

February 8th. (Oahu Date) 

Our forces on GUADALCANAL have now advanced against slight 
resistance and hold all the coast line except between VISALE and 
DOMA COVE. It seems probable that recent Tokyo Expresses have 
evacuated many Japs with emphasis on key personnel. Organized 
resistance on the Island seems about over. 

The extended mine field off the northwest GUADALCANAL 
coast, parallel to the shore line, was completed today. 

At 1730 (-11) the 9th, 9 S3D with VF cover made a routine 
strike on MUNDA. At the same time 2 B-26’s and 9 VF’s bombed VILA. 
Air searches in the area were generally negative. The ENTERPRISE 
air group has returned to the ENTERPRISE from GUADALCANAL. 

Our South Pacific task forces continue to operate in the 
CORAL Sea and to the southeast of the SOLOMONS. The forces in the 
CORAL Sea are in enemy submarine waters. It is not clear here 
why Admiral Halsey continues to accept this hazard in view of 
the almost certain knowledge that no major enemy forces are within 
or approaching striking distance of the Southern SOLOMONS. It 
seems that Admiral Halsey plans operations in the SOLOMONS com- 
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February 8th. (Oahu Date) (Continued) 

mencing February 13th (-11) as he has requested Comsowespac to 
make repeated attacks on Jap shipping in the BUIN area from that 
date. This may be in connection with the occupation of RUSSELL 
Islands described in Comsopac 070506 pink. The forces planned 
for this operation are greatly in excess of those mentioned in 
the recent conference between Admirals Nimitz and Halsey. 

At 1150 (/10) six heavy and five medium bombers at¬ 
tacked KISKA. CTF 8 082301 describes airfield possibilities in 
the NEAR Islands. 


Increased tempo of enemy activities in the MARSHALLS 
and GILBERTS suggests the preparation of jump off points for 
raids on our communications between HAWAII and the South Pacific. 
It is probable that the Japs have delayed or abandoned plans to 
make an all out attempt to recapture the Southern SOLOMONS. 


February 9th. (Oahu Date) 




Comsopac 100650 operation summary reports the defeat 
of the enemy on GUADALCANAL. Admiral Halsey is ordering Rear 
Admiral Mason as Commander CACTUS Air under Comairsopac in order 
to direct air operations against enemy shipping. 

At 1810 (-11) the 10th, 10 S3D, 5 TBF, escorted by 19 
VF bombed MUNDA. All our planes returned safely. 


Admiral Halsey requested that Comsowespac strike Jap 
shipping in the BUIN area commencing February 13th. Presumably 
in reply to this General MacArthur sent the despatch contained 
in Comsopac 092355 pink. 

BB and CV task forces in the Sopac have been ordered to 
return to their previous bases. Comsopac will return the NEW 
MEXICO and MISSISSIPPI to PEARL in the near future. 


Central and North Pacific areas were quiet. 

Now that the enemy on GUADALCANAL has been defeated 
decision must be made regarding our next moves. Cominch 092200 
pink requests comments on an operation to seize, occupy and hold 
GILBERT and ELLICE Islands. 

No new information was received today regarding enemy 
plans or deployment. 

Pa ^ 
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February 10th . (Oahu Date) 



All South Pacific task forces except TF 67 are return¬ 
ing to port. TF 67 will continue operations in the area north¬ 
west of ESPIRITU SANTO. The MINNEAPOLIS departs ESPIRITU SANTO 
the 12th (-11) for PEARL via SAMOA and escorted by the MISSISSIP¬ 
PI. Our long range searches from GUADALCANAL to the north of the 
SOLOMONS have been discontinued. 

On GUADALCANAL our troops are mopning up cases of in¬ 
dividual resistance. Native commandos are a big help in this. 

The organization of beach defenses and the collection and salvage 
of captured material continues. 

At 1700 (-11) February 12, 4 B-26s with 9 VF escorting 
bombed and started fires at VILA. Harassing black cats were over 
both VILA and MUNDA during the night. At 1045 (-11) February 12 
4 B-24s with 10 VF escort attacked MUNDA and started fires south 
of the bivouac area. All our planes returned safely from these 
operations. 



The ORTOLAN will attempt to tow the beached lap sub from 
GUADALCANAL to ESPIRITU SANTO. 

Comsopac 110547 is an operation summary for his area. 

About noon the 10th (/ 10) six heavy and 8 medium 
bombers escorted by 8 VF bombed KISKA. It is hard to evaluate 
damage done by such attacks from the despatch reports which 
usually state that "hits were observed in the target area" or 
"fires started". 

Comsopac 110421 pink express*!Admiral Halsey’s views on 
a campaign in the GILBERTS. 

The special alert ordered for our positions between 
JOHNSTON and FUNAFUTI was cancelled. 


S J 


There were no new enemy developments. 
February 11th, (Oahu Date) 


(Vv © 


Our task forces are returning to port, except for TF 67 
which continues to operate northwest of ESPIRITU SANTO. 


At 0740 (-11) the 12th, 17 SBD escorted by 15 fighters 
bombed MUNDA. At 1430 (-11) the 12th, 3 B-24s with 6 VF escort¬ 
ing bombed MUNDA. One black cat was over MUNDA end one over VILA 
during the night. Six aviators who previously had been forced 
down in the central SOLOMONS were rescued by planes from GUADAL¬ 
CANAL. 


(Continued) 
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Comsopac 112230 pink is his Operation Plan 5-43 for the 
occupation of the RUSSELL ISLANDS. 

Cincpac 102239 pink recommends steps to be taken in con¬ 
nection with Free French in the SOPAC. 


VOpnav 111340 (two part) states that the Board of Eco¬ 
nomic Welfare will set up an organization in the SOPAC. 

Developments in the ALEUTIANS are in CTF 8 111903 and 
Comnorpac 120630. 


Cincpac 112237 pink contains the reasons why Admiral 
Nimitz does not believe that operations in the GILBERTS are ad¬ 
visable now. 


There were no new enemy developments. 
February 12th. (Oahu Date) 





At 1130 (-11) the 13th, nine PB4Ys (Navy B-24s) escorted 
by 15 fighters attacked a large A(£ escorted by a DD and a CL or DL 
off FAISI without scoring hits. All these planes returned. Six 
B-24s escorted by eleven fighters attacked an anchored AK at BUIN 
at 1245 (-11) 13th, scoring one direct hit with a 1000 lb. bomb. 

In this strike, which encountered heavy AA and was intercepted by 
30 land Zeros and 15 float Zeros, we lost three B-243 and 3VF. 

The enemy lost eight Zeros. At 1720 (-11) the 13th, 17 SBD with 
16 VF escorting bombed MUNDA. Our planes returned saf&4v. 

On GUADALCANAL the salvage of enemy material and 
strengthening of beach facilities continued. Since the start 
of the final offensive on Ian. 15th our troops killed 6066 laps 
and made 127 prisoners. 


In his 121020 Comsopac urges that the ENTERPRISE be 
retained in the SOPAC for the present. 

Salvage has commenced on the I-One(which was sunk by 
the KIWI and MOA at GUADALCANAL). 


Coninch 122200 gives army night fighter# resources in 
Pacific Theaters. 


Cominoh 121315 suggests further dredging at MIDWAY. On 
Dec. 15, 1942 further studies of such a project were commenced 
here. The bottleneck is dredging equipment now in use on other 
Hawaiian projects and the need of a hooper dredge from the West 
Coast. 
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February 12th. (Oahu Date) (Continued) 

The North Pacific was quiet. 

Cominch 122028 (pink) is a directive for relations with 
the French in the SOPAC. 


There are indications that the enemy is about to start 
submarine attacks on our Pacific Shipping in' the NEW CALEDONIA 
and HAWAIIAN areas. 



ComAmohForPac 121918 (pink) indicates that no Array dive 
bomber squadrons will be available for use in the ALEUTIANS in 
the near future. 

February 13th. (Oahu Date) ^ ' '' ^ " 


All major SOPAC task forces are in port today. Rear 
Admiral Turner’s transoorts are standing toward GUADALCANAL as 
a preliminary move for the CLEANSLATE operation. The target 
date for that operation is February 21st (-11). As there 
are indications that enemy submarines are about to start attacks 
on our shipping off NOUMEA and in the NEW HEBRIDES, DD and air 
’’hunter - killer groups” have been formed at NOUMEA and EFATE. 


At 1200 (-11) the 14th, 9 PB4Ys escorted by 22 VF got 
three direct hits on an AK at BUIN. Of about 45 zeros inter¬ 
cepting eleven were shot down. We lost 2 P34Ys and four VF. 
Harrassing black cats were over VILA during the night. At 
0845 (-11) the 14th, 18 SBD and 3 TBF escorted by 11 VF bombed 
MUNDA. All planes returned. 



On GUADALCANAL mopping up continued. 

Rear Admiral Wilkinson (Deputy Comsopac) has returned 
to NOUMEA from BRISBANE. He arranged satisfactory collaboration 
with Comsowespac for the CLEANSLATE operation. 

Two dispatches of great, importance were received from 
Cominch during the day. His 131250 (pink) requests proposed 
plans for operations in the Pacific during the next four months. 
His 131400 (pink) is a partial agenda for a conference planned 
on the West Coast about Feb. 20th. 




Comamphibfor is now revising his plans within the 
framework of Cominch 042000, previously noted. Cincpac will 
approve sending 6 LCT(5) from the West Coast to the ALEUTIANS. 

About noon 5 3-24s and 6 3-25s with 10 P-38s escorting 
bombed KISKA. Hits were observed on enemy installations. Three 
float zeros were shot down. 


(Continued) 
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February 13th. (Oahu Date) (Continued) 

Almost complete lack: of information regarding the 
location of major enemy combatant strength during the past 
week is noted. We must remember that it is within enemy 
capability to raid our MIDWAY - OAHU - SAMOA - FIJI line 

in foroe - /W 0 ^ 

February 14th (Oahu time) 


TIME 

PLACE 

PLANES 

HE STITTS : £l. ane 

Losses 


:Enemy 

Own 

1005(-11) 15th 

“ VILA 

6 B-24. 10 VF 

Fires started:None 

None 

1125(-11) 15th 

MTTNDA 

9" TBF, 15 SBD, 

15 VF 

Not reported :None 

None 

1630(-11) 15th 

MUNDA 

11 SBD, 7 TBF, 

18 VF 

Not reported :None 

None 

During night 

VILA 

1 Slack Cat 

Not reported :None 

” Hone 

during night 

MUNDA 

1 Black Cat 

Large fire :None 

started : 

None 


TF 67 will operate on the 16th (-11) in the area to the 
southeast of the SOLOMONS. TF 6l transports are standing toward 
GUADALCANAL for the CLEAU°LATE operation. Other SOPAC forces are 
in port. 


The HADDOCK returning from patrol off TOKYO Bay reports 
sinking one AO and an AK for a total tonnage of 13,300.' The 
GUARDFISH patrolling the TRUK - BISMARCK area enroute from PEARL 
to the Sowespac between Dec. 20 and Feb. 15 reports the follow¬ 
ing bag: 2 DDs and one 9,000 ton AK sunk. In a remarkable patrol 
this submarine managed to penetrate RABAUL harbor, but because of 
enemy A/S operations, was unable to inflict any damage. In the 
BISMARCK ARCHIPELAGO the GUARDFISH was repeatedly suejected to 
severe depth charging and aerial bombing but managed to continue 
the patrol for the full time without suffering excessive damage. 

The Central and North Pacific areas were quiet. 

There were no new enemy developments. 

Cincpac 142209 pink delegates authority to Comsopac in 
broad allocation of war materials. 

Cincpac 142357 pink, 2 parts, requests Admiral Halsey’s 
plans for the next 4 months. 
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February 15th, (Oahu Date) 


Bad weather reduced air strikes in the SoPac. One B-24 
attacked KIHILI at 2300 (-11) 16th and one heavy bomber attacked 
BALLALE at 2245 (-11) 16th. 

TF 67 continued operating southeast of the SOLOMONS. 

All other major Task Forces in the SoPac were in port. 

The FLYING FISH reported sinking two AKs in the CARO¬ 
LINES for a total of 13,000 tons. The HADDOCK returning from 
patrol off HONSHU reported sinking 13,300 tons including a 
loaded AO. 




Pacific Ocean areas were generally quiet. 

There were no new enemy developments. 

February 16th . (Oahu Date) 

TF 67 continued to operate southeast of the SOLOMONS. 
Other major task forces were in port. The 3 OBBs with DD escort 
which have been basing at NANDI have been ordered to base at 
HAVANNAH Haroor, arriving there the 23rd (-11). 

At 1740 (-11) 17th 13 SBD escorted by 24 VF bombed MUNDA 
starting two fires. All planes returned. One black cat was 
over VILA during the night. 

At 1922 (-11) 17th flares were dropped by enemy planes 
over TG 62.7.2 (4 APA, 6 DD, 1 AO) 20 miles east of SAN CRISTOBAL 
while that group was proceeding to GUADALCANAL. A torpedo attack 
of seven enemy planes was reported coning in at 2005 (-11) and 
the attack was continuing at 2035 (-11). No further reports of 
this attack were received. 



G 


Code books and other papers have been recovered from the 
I-One and are being studied at NOUMEA. 

On the 15th (/ 10) six lap float planes dropped bombs 
on AMCHITKA inflicting superficial damage to the runway. Two 
men were killed and one wounded. CTF 8 170205 reports progress 
on the landing strip at AMCHITKA.. 

It seems probable that an enemy BB-CV force has left 
TRUK for Jaoan. While a strong combatant force is believed still 
in the TRUK area, this movement toward Japan may indicate that 
no major operation toward the SOLOMONS is contemplated by the 
enemy in the near future and strengthens the belief that, in the 
SOLOMONS Sea Area, the Japs have adopted the strategic defensive. 
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February 17th. (Oahu Date) 

Between 2305 and 0130 (-11) the 18th 7 PB4Ys and 
3 B-24s attacked shipping and shore installations in the BUIN 

area. 



TF 18 continued to operate to the Southeast of the 
SOLOMONS. Other task forces in the SOPAC, except TF 11, are 
taking positions to support the CLEANSLATH operation (Dog Day 
Feb. 21 (-11)). The SARATOGA is being held at NOUMEA because 
of lack of DD escort, but her air group will operate from 
GUADALCANAL. Admiral Halsey plans SOPAC task force reorgan¬ 
ization in his 180102. 

Additional items for conference agenda are in Cominch 

161445 (pink). 

The VICTORIOUS ETA at Pearl is March 4th (/9y). 

Comsopac 170617 (pink) comments on the GILBERT - ELLICE 

thrust. 


CTF 8 162302 gives dans for new airfields in the 
ALEUTIANS. 


There were no new enemy developments. 

February 18th. (Oahu Date) 

Between 0005 and 0400 (-11) 19th 6 Army B-24s and 6 
PB4Ys harassed the enemy at MIJNDA and VILA. Bad weather hampered 
other air operations in the SOPAC. 

Our SOPAC task forces continue to operate as noted 
yesterday. Cincpac 182221 cancels restrictions on operating 
Batdiv THREE ships west of FI.TI. 

Comsopac 190526 is a report of the lap torpedo attack 
on our transports the 17th (-11). 

North Pacific cruiser groups bombarded shore positions 
at HOLTZ Bay and CHICAGOF Har)or. Results were not apparent. 

There were no new enemy developments. 
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February 17, 1943. 


S ECRE T- 


MEMO FOR 1G. 


1. Preliminary study indicates the following: 


(a) It seems entirely feasible to make a simultaneous 
thrust up the SOLOMONS and in the GILBERTS. Capture of ob¬ 
jectives seems probable. Holding in GILBERTS seems doubtful. 

(b) Because of preparation time required. May 15, 1943 
is selected as the target date. 

(o) A study of both enemy and own ships and suggested 
employment is attached. 

(d) Until there is available in the WAKE - MARSHALL 
area a covering force equal to that set forth in (c) above. 




plus one CV attack force, the only thing that can be done 
by May 15th is to make a demonstration on WAKE. 

(e) Logistic requirements probably can be met but 
approval of the plan to this point is necessary for accurate 
estimate. 

2. Lacking Admiral Halsey’s plan we assume that: 

(a) He will attack MUHDA next and will employ one 
Marine Division. 

(b) That the bulk of his troops must be carried in 
landing craft. (As 7 APA will be required in the GILBERTS, 
CTF 62 will have 5 APA for preliminary moves and for the 
operation o^er and above the landing craft.) 


1 
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asGw&s- 

MEMO FOR 16. (ContM) 

3. Colonel Pfeiffer has made up a troop requirement 
estimate for TARAWA and MAKIN. 

4. Decision must be made on following: 

(i) Shall SHOULDER and COTTAGE be stopped. 

(ii) Can we use Army 7th Division in GILBERTS. 

(iii) Who will command GILBERT Occupation. 
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A. Major Covering Force (Operating between SOLOMONS and GILBERTS) 

BatDlv 6 Rear Admiral Lee 5 BB 

SOUTH DAKOTA 
NORTH CAROLINA 
WASHINGTON 
INDIANA 
MASSACHUSETTS 

CruDiv 6 Rear Admiral 3 CA 

INDIANAPOLIS 
SALT -LAKE CITY 
LOUISVILLE 

CruDiv 12 Rear Admiral Merrill 4 CL 

MONT PEL II R 
CLEVELAND 
COLUMBIA 
DENVER 

CarDlv Rear Admiral Sherman 2 CV 

ENTERPRISE 

ESSEX 

DesRon 2 (1500) 6 DD 

Dearon 5 (1500) 8 DD 

Dearon 22 (2100) 8 DD 

22 DD 

B. Reserve Covering Force (To South of Main Covering Force) 

BatDlvs 3&4 Vice Admiral Leary 6 OBB 

IDAHO 

MISSISSIPPI 
NEW MEXICO 
MARYLAND 
COLORADO 
NEVADA 

Auxiliary CarDlv Rear Admiral Ma3on 3 ACV 

CHENANGO 

SUWANNEE 

SANGAMON 

Dearon 12 9 DD 


4 
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C. First Attack ForcS (Operate in GILBERTS) 

CarDlv Rear Admiral 2 CV 

SARATOGA (All SBD except Combat Patrol. 
VICTORIOUS (All VP) 

CauDiv 6 Rear Admiral Giffen? 3 CA 

WICHITA 

SAN FRANCISCO 

BALTIMORE 



Crudlv 11 

SAN DIEGO 
SAN JUAN 


3 CL(AA) 


Desron 6 (1500) 


1 DL, 8 DD 



D. Second Attack Force (S) (Operate In SOLOMONS) 
CruDiv 9 4 CL 


HONOLULU 
HELFNA 
ST LOUIS 
NASHVILLE 



DesHon 21 (2100) 

Minecraft 


8 DD 

5 DM, 5 DMS 


E. Third Attack Force (W) (Operate off WAKE) 

BatDiv 2 Rear Admiral 2 OBB 

PENNSYLVANIA 

TENNESSEE 

CruDiv 13 2 CL 

^ SANTA FE 

BIRMINGHAM 

Auxiliary CarDlv 3 ACV 

NASSAU 
ALTA MA HA 
COPAHEE 

- 5 - 
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E. Third Attack Force (Continued) 
DesRon 24 (2100) 


8 DD 


P. Troop Movement Escorts 

(a) From West Coast 

DeaRon ONE (1500) 

(b) From SoPac 

DeaDlva 15 & 27 (1500) 

(c) Minecraft 

(d) Destroyer Transports 


1 DL & 7 DD 

8 DD 

4 AM & 3 DMS 
16 APD 


0. Miscellaneous Escorts 


(a) Trans-Paclflc 

DesRon 29 8 ODD 


<b) 

Tankers 






DesRon 

23 


(2100) 

4 DD 

(c) 

SoPac 






DesRon 

25 

) 




DesRon 

45 

) - 

(2100) 

9 DD 


DesRon 

46 

) 




H. Alaska 

Crudlv ONE 3 OCL 

DesRon 14 less DesDlv 27 4 DD 


- 6 
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Total Troop Bottoms 


APA 

15 

From Amphibforpac 

4 

From Amphibforsopac 

11 

AKA 

6 % 

From Amphibforpac 

0 * 

From Amphibforsopac 

6 % 

% 5 If repairs to ALCKIBA are not 
completed in time. 

AK (Tyne EC-Z) 

10 

From Serronsopac 

10 

LST 

34 % 


From Flot. 3, Amphibforpac 

4 

From Flot. 3, Norpacfor 

2 

From Flot. 5, Sopacfor 

28 

% This total 13 optimistic, based 

on delivery 

dates being met, and shakedowns 

completed 

without casualty. 

LCI(L) 

60 % 

From Flot. 3, Anphibforpac 

24 

From Flot. 5, Amphibforsopac 

36 

% Same note a3 LST. 

LCT(3) 

63 % 

From Flot. 3, Amphibforpac 

11 

From Flot. 5, Amphibforsopac 

52 % 

% Same note as LST. 

A Pc 

50 % 

‘ 

From Amphibforsopac 

50 % 

% Same note as LST. 

A PD 

16 

From Amphibforsopac 

16 


















Total Troop Bottome (Continued) 

Total troop cacaclty of above 


15 APA 

@ 

1400 


21,000 

6 AKA 

@ 

200 


1,200 

10 AK 

© 

50 


500 

34 LST 

© 

260 


8,840 

60 LCI 

© 

250 


15,000 

63 LCT(S) 

© 

50 


3,150 

50 A Pc 

© 

62 


3,100 

16 APD 

© 

144 

TOTAL 

2.304 

55,094 


6(b) 
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DECLASSIFIED WAKE 


MAKIN r TARAWA 


TOTAL 


Land Forces for Capture 

7 Inf. Bus. (Reinforced)'2 Inf. Bus. (Rein- *3 Inf. Bus. (Rein- *21,600 (Dlv plus 1 Rec;t) 
Total 12,500 forced) 1 Raider forced) 3 Raider ' 

.Co. Total 3650 ’Cos. Total 5450 ' 

__ * » i 


5 - OBB 
12 - DD 


Gunfire Support Ships 

' 1 CA * 2 CA 
* 4 DD * 4 DD 
« » 


‘5 - OBB 
'3 - CA 
*20 - DD 


Aircraft Support for Attack 

6 SED Squadrons f 2 SBD Squadrons , 3 SBD Squadrons Jll SBD Squadrons 

4 VF Squadrons f 2 VF Squadrons , 2 VF Squadrons T 8 VF Squadrons 


Garrison for Defense 

3200 Grd.Def.For * 1579 Grd.Def.For. ' 1494 Grd.Def.For. f 

|TO0 Air & Construction; 1500 Air Personnel; 2500 Air Personnel^,963(Includlng 4 Def 
6900 500 Const.& Maint. 500 Construction I n, a I 

3579 4494 


3 VF ron. 

2 SBD ron. 
1 TBF ron. 
1 VP ron. 


Aircraft or Facilities after Captur e 

2 VF ron. f 2 VF ron. *7 VF ron. 

1 VB ron. (medium) ’ 2 VB ron. (Medium) *5 VB ron. (Medium) 

’ 2 VB ron.(Heavy) ? 1 TBF ron. 

’ 1 VP ron. ’2 VB ron.(Heavy) 

I'2 VP ron. 


Available May 15th: 

Marines 2 Dlv. and 3 Def.Bus. 
Army 1 Div. (7th). 


Sopac requirements are estimated as 2 Divisions and 2 Def. Bus. 

From troops available, all three operations are not feasible. The Sopac and Gilberts 
operations can be carried out If the 7th Division is used or If the Army relieves 
Marines In Samoa and releases 2 Inf. Regts. and 3 Def. Bus. 
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February 16, 1943. 

Tiatliwite of own and enemy strength in Pacific as of present 
date, Knemy strength based on Radio Intelligence Section, ICPOA 
Report dated February 15, 1943, 


TYPE 


ova? ENEMY 



CV 2 

ACV (Ex-tankers in use as oombatont 3 

carriers) 

HMS VICTORIOUS (Training) 1 

Total Combatant Carriers 6 


ACV (NASSAU class, transports) 3 

^CV (LONG ISLAND, training) 1 

ACV (CORE, shakedown) 1 

X.CV (16,000 tons, 25-28 knots, 54 planes, 
used so far only as transports) 

Total Transport Carriers 5 


5 





JL. 

-5 



BB (New) (includes MASSACHUSETTS) 

4 

2 


BB (New) (S0,DA£CTA, ready 2/30 in N.Y.) 

1 

• 


Total BB (New) 

F 


o 

BB (Old) In Pacifio 

4 

10 

BB (Old) On West Coast 

3 

« 

BB (Old) TENNESSEE (Ready 3/15) 

Total BB (Old) 

+ 

lir 


(Does not include CALIFORNIA, WEST VIRGINIA) 



CA (2 Sopac, 1 Alaska) 

CA (SALT LAO CITY, at Pearl ready 2/20) 

3 

15 


1 



CA (SAN FRANCISCO, NYUI ready 2/25) 

1 


0 

CA (BALTIMORE, BOSTON, report(?) 

Total CA 

+ 

rr 


(Plus 5 in Navy Yards, extended repairs) 


CL (Old) 

3 

8 


CL (5500-6000 T.MU.3. ships are A,A,) 

2 

10 


CL (10,000 T.) 

8 

• 


CL (Converted) 

- 

1 


CL (ilinelaying 

m 

2 


Total CL 

rr 

21 


DD (Less than 1000 T.) 

.. 

6 


DD (1200 T.) 

9 

14 

9 

DD (1400-1500 T.) 

52 

60 

DD (1700-1850 T.) 

2 

24 


DD (2100 T.) 

Total DD 

if 

1ST 

O 

SB 

49 

61 


1 
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TYPE 


okk sauY 



DLI 

DM3 


8 ? 

12 ? 


AVD 

APV 

AV 

XAV (Air Tenders) 


Total Air Trana, 


and Tenders 




APA 

APD 

AKA 


17 

10 

9 


? 

? 

? 


O 


o 




2 
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TOTAL 

SOPAC 





ALASKA 

CINCPAC ATL 

OVERHAUL 

cv 

2 

2 

— 

1 (VICTORIOUS) - 


ACV 

8 

3 

— 

5 

_ 

B3(New) 

5 

4 

— 


1(NY) 

3B(01d) 

10 

3 

• 

4 - 

3 

CA 

12 

2 

1 

2 

7 

CL(Old) 

3 

- 

3 

— . 


CL(6,000) 

2 

2 


— — 

_ 

CL(10,000) 

8 

8 

— 

_ _ 


DD(1,200) 
DfUl, 500) 

I 72,100) 

9 

- 

- 

9 

— 

54 

18 

36 

14 

7 

4 

13 

DM 

8 

5 

1 

2 

— 

DMS 

12 

5 

5 

2 

— 


o 




4 

9 
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'SECRET 


February 19th. (Oahu Date) 


rv 


At 0820 (-11) the 20th, 12 TBF and 18 SBD escorted by 
30 VF bombed MUNDA starting fires and hitting AA positions. ’Ve 
lost one 3ED. Between 0136 and 0432 (-11) the 20th, 8 B-24s 
bombed VILA starting one large fire. All planes returned safely. 

Admiral Halsey's proposal to reorganize his task forces, 
upon completion of the CLEANSL..TE operation, is contained in his 
200023 (pink). 


Admiral Nimitz arrived in San Francisco today for a con¬ 
ference with Admiral King. 


The INDIANAPOLIS reported sinking an ammunition ship by 
gunfire in the Western ALEUTIANS area. 


There were no new enemy developments. 

February 20th. (Oahu Date) 





CTF 61 210551 pink describes the occupation of the 
RUSSELL Islands. SOPAC task forces, less TF 11, operated to the 
South and Southeast of GUADALCANAL in support of this occupation. 


Of 8 PB4Ys ordered to harass the enemy at VILA and MUNDA 
during the night February 21st (-11), five bombed MUNDA and only 
one was able to get through weather to bomb VILA. All planes 
returned safely. 


The TARPON leaving patrol off HONSHU reported that she 
sank one loaded 9000 ton AK. The PICKEREL, also returning from 
patrol off HONSHU also sank one AK. 

A fragmentary report states that the HALAVO (FLORIDA Isl.) 
ammunition durnn was bombed and set afire. 


There were no new enemy developments. 

February 21st . (Oahu Date) 

Sopac task forces less TF 11 continued to support the 
CLEAN^LATE operation. In the past two days a total of approximately 
7000 troops have been landed on the RUSSELLIslands. 

Between 0145 and 0305 (—11) 22nd 3 B-24s bombed MUNDA and 
2 B-24s bombed VILA. At 1645 (-11) 22nd a fighter sweep of REKATA 
was made by 26 VF. 

Comsopac 220016 deals with surveys in the SOLOMONS Sea 
Area. His 220558 requests intensified gunnery training of new 
combatant vessels to be sent to SOPAC. 


(Continued) 
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February 21 st . (Oahu Date) (Continued) 

Cincpac 220245 is a brief of a project to provide 
more harbor space at MIDWAY. 

At 1400 (/ 10) 20th 5 B-24 s, 7 B-25s and 7 P-38s bombed 
KISKA. Today the weather was bad in the Western ALEUTIANS and 
all air operations were cancelled. 

Cominch 192150 is a new numbering of Fleets and Task 
Forces to be effective at noon GOT March 15th. 

Photos taken on the 21st (-11) of airfields in the 
central SOLOMONS revealed a total of 82 VF and 15 VB. This is 
a small number to counter our moves in the SOLOMONS Sea area 
and cannot be taken as the maximum number available to the enemy 
in the area. Major enemy combatant strength is believed to be 
in the TRUK - Empire area, but we cannot say definitely that such 
is the case. It continues to be within enemy capabilities to 
raid our outlying positions in the Central Pacific. A raid on 
AMCHITKA also is a possibility. 

February 22nd (Oahu Date) 

r< 

S0PAC CV and BB task forces have been ordered to re¬ 
turn to port. Rear Admiral Giffen’s cruiser task force will con¬ 
tinue to support the CLEANSLATE operation in a position to the 
Southeast of the SOLOMONS. 





Comsopac 230541 is an operation summary which includes 
enemy air raids in the GUADALCANAL area. 

Rear Admiral Turner continues to land troops on the 
RUSSELL Islands. He plans to land 800 officers and men at 
PEPESALA from APDs^v leA 2^2.4 (?ll). 

Between 0030 and 0245 (-11) 23 rd 4 PB4Ys harassed MUNDA, 
and another group of 4 PB4Ys harassed VILA. 

RD0 NOUMEA 222146 refers to Admiral Halsey’s Desron re¬ 
organization plans. 

The POMPANO, returning from patrol in the CAROLINES 
and MARSHALLS, reported sinking 10000 tons and damaging 22000 
tons. Reconnaissance showed no landing field construction at 
R0NGERIK, R0NGSLAP, BIKINI. 

CTF 8 230715 (2 part) summarizes the day in the ALEUTIANS. 

There were no new enemy developments. 

U' 
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February 23 rd . (Oahu Date) 

Rear Admiral Giffen’s cruiser force continued to cover 
the CLEANFLATE operation. Other FOPAC task forces were in or 
returning to port. No reports were received regarding air oper¬ 
ations in the SOLOMONS area. 


The Central Pacific Area was quiet. 

On the 23rd (/ 10) six heavy bombers, ten medium bombers, 
and eight P-38’s attacked KIFKA. Results were not observed. 


There were no new enemy developments. 
February 24th, (Oahu Date) 





TF 68 is operating to the Southeast of the SOLOMONS 
in supsort of the CLEANFLATE operation. A routine air strike 
was made on VILA at 1145 (-11) 25th. A projected TBF strike on 
shipping in the BUIN area was cancelled because of weather. 

Comsopac 250616 pink gives clans for operations in the 
SOLOMONS Sea Area after the CLEANFLATE operation. 

Pacific Ocean Areas were unusually quiet. 


There were no new enemy developments. 
February 25th . (Oahu Date) 


fps* X< ^ 


At 1245 (-11) 26th 18 SBD escorted by 16 VF attacked 
MUNDA starting four large fires and silencing two AA batteries. 
26 VF made a sweep over KAHILI at 1215 (-11) 26th with negative 
results. 


Rear Admiral Giffen's cruiser force continues to 
operate to the southeast of the SOLOMONS. 

In his 261022 pink Comsopac gives needs for 60 trans¬ 
port planes for paratroops. 

Navat Wellington 252240 describes a riot yesterday at a 
Jap prisoner camp. 

KISKA was bombed by 6 heavy and 5 medium fighters the 
25th (/lO). Results were not reported. 


All areas continue to be exceptionally quiet. 
There were no new enemy developments. 
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February 26th . (Oahu Date) 

At 1600 (-11) 27th 17 SBD escorted by 15 VF attacked 
MUNDA, starting three fires. The target area was photographed 
by an accompanying PB4Y. Pictures were developed in the air 
and best targets radioed to the attacking planes. At 1740 (-11) 
27th 14 SBD escorted by 23 VF attacked one AP and 2 corvettes 
off the northeast tip of VELLA LAVELLA. Hits were reported on 
the AP and it was last seen burning fiercely. One corvette also 
was hit. We lost tt^VF. One zero was shot down. Comsopac 270540 
is an operation summary for the 26th (-11). 

TF 68 continued to operate to the southeast of the 
SOLOMONS. Other SOPAC task forces were in port. 

Comairsopac 270537 is a request for variable time delay 

bombs. 


Bad weather caused the cancellation of all air activi¬ 
ties in the ALEUTIANS. 

Continued lack of information regarding enemy plans 
and deployment is noted. Enemy radio security measures are, at 
the moment, effective. Again we remark that it is within enemy 
capabilities to raid our Central Pacific positions in force. r 

■ f u 

February 27th . (Oahu Date) 

Cruiser task force operations in the SOPAC for the next 
few days are in Comsopac 280040 and 280550. 

9 PB4Ys supporting a TBF strike in the BUIN area were 
over the target from 0415 to 0535 (-11) 28th. One AK was seen 
to blow up. A number of fires were started. At 0745 (-11) 28th 
15 SBD escorted by 24 VF attacked VILA. 

CTF 61 280827 describes progress of the CLEANSLATE 
operation. Today there are approximately 9V60" troops in the 
RUSSELL ISLANDS. £"P° (S) 

Cominch 271220 directs sending 6 P-70 night fighters 

to SWPAC. 


Admiral Halsey plans to plant aerial mines in the BUIN 
area starting about March 15. 

The cruisers of TF 8 have been taking a severe pounding 
while cruising off the ALEUTIANS this winter. All are now in 
urgent need of navy yard overhaul. 


(Continued) 
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February 27th. (Continued) 


The enemy is expected to place a new set of codes in 
effect March 1st (-9). When that is done our ability to "read 
the mail” will decrease sharply. In recent months Maru move¬ 
ments obtained from DI have been passed along to our submarines 
on patrol with gratifying results. This type of information 
will not be available to us for a considerable time after March 
1st. 

February 28th. (Oahu Date) 

Admiral Nimitz returned to PEARL from a conference in 
SAN FRANCISCO with Admiral King. Conference notes are attached. 

Between 0420 and 0432 (-11) March 1st 2 3-24s and 11 
TBF dropped bombs in the SHOHTLAND area. Shipping could not be 
attacked on account of haze. At 1715 (-11) March 1st 17 S3D 
escorted by nine VF attacked MUNDA starting several fires. All 
planes returned safely. Comsopac 280555 is an operations sum¬ 
mary for his area. 


© ' 


CTF 6l 271628 is a summary of the CLEANSLATE operation. 

Cincpac concurs in Admiral Halsey’s plan for offensive 
aerial mining in the SOLOMONS Sea area. Such operations have 
been contemplated here for months. 

Comairsopac 271116 (2 part) pink gives opinion regard¬ 
ing air operations and needs in the SOLOMONS area. 

Comsopac 010550 is proposed task force reorganization 
in the South Pacific. 

At 1300 (/ 10) 28th 6 heavy and 6 medium bombers attacked 
KISKA. Results were not reported. 

Cincpac has directed that Comhawseafront make all ap¬ 
propriate effort to interest natives in fishing in the Hawaiian 
Islands, and to encourage all kinds of food production. Every 
pound of food produced locally is in our favor as it results in 
decreased shipping demands. 
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01 1855 COMNORPACFOR to CINCPAC Info COMINCH COMNORWESTSEAFRON etc. 




Coming from Coxnnorpacfor this is Part 1 of 2 parts. Pass 
to Cincpac for action. Status CROWBAR operation January 
31st. Troops at FORMULA 3820. Major tactical units pres¬ 
ent are 1 Battery 75 mm FA, 1 battery 155 mm seacoast art¬ 
illery, 2 reinforced infantry battalions and 2 AA batteries 
37 mm. Situation critical for unloading barges due repeated 
storm damage. Available unloading equipment ALASKAN area 
being rounded up for use FORMULA and repair crews being 
sent there. AA defence not considered adequate will be 
reinforced. 1 radar landed not yet installed. Others will 
follow. Outpost established ALEUT POINT 12 personnel. 2 
entrance buoys 4 mooring buoys laid. Other navigational 
aids underway, a net protection for ships in harbor nearing 
completion. Continuing offshore patrol by DDs. Task Group 
8.6 covering operation. Combat and Anti S air patrol from 
LONGVIEW maintained during daylight as practicable. Ships 
in harbor kept to minimum. Port captain assigned. Radio 
guard ship maintained in harbor pending establishment Naval 
Radio Station.ashore. 




01 1905 COMNORPACFOR to CINCPAC Info COMINCH COMNORWESTSEAFRON et c. 

Part 2 of my 011855 . Construction fighter strip being 
pushed and is proceeding but less rapidly than expected 
due soggy nature of soil aggravated by heavy rains. Esti¬ 
mated date completion is now 22 February. Until strip 
completed Jap planes from KISKA may be expected to attack 
at times when fighter coverage from LONGVIEW is absent. 

3 planes greatest number in any attack to date but this 
morning 6 zeros sighted at JACKBOOT. Possibly flown in. ' 
Para. Additional for FORMULA in February. About 100 
infantry. 1 fighter squadron. 1 Airbase Squadron. 1 Bat¬ 
talion engineers with headquarters company. 1 platoon. 
Approximately 30,000 tons cargo. Estimate unloading 1000 
tons daily. Expect refloat MIDDLETON today. 


# 


02 0604 COMSOPAC to CINCPAC Info ALL CTF SOPAC. COMSOWESPAC etc . 

On night of 1st and 2nd Nips sent 20 DD express from FAISI 
to CACTUS. Incomplete reports indicate our forces sank at 
least one DD or possible destroyer leader, damaged several 
more. In day long air activity first at least 23 Jap planes 
destroyed to 10 of ours. Dive bombers sank DEHAVEN (DD 469) 
midafternoon and 5 PT's lost in night action off ESPERANCE. 
19 DDs including 1 under tow returned FAISI am second. 

Single bomb hit CACTUS bomber strip during noon raid first. 
Morning 1st Fortresses scored 3 hits large AK off SHORTLAND. 
SBDs avengers bombed MUNDA. Condition RED (Enemy planes 
overhead) at BUTTON 1951 to 2043 L (-11) 1st. REKATA photos 
1st show no evidence airfield construction suspected by 
watcher. Ground forces CACTUS continuing advance to north¬ 
west after frief slowdown due strong resistance. Killed 
sixty Japs first. ^4]U 
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03 0704 COMSOPAC to CINCPAC Info COHSOWESPAC, NZNB 

Additional info Express run 1-2. PT's report one DD 
definitely sunk another orobably sunk, hit on third. 

Our PT losses 3 not 5. Analysis all air reports plus 
MTB action indicates as many as three enemy destroyers 
may have been sunk. This if more than 20 participated. 

At 0840 1 (-11) second before Express returned to base 
following ships seen BUIN-SHORTHAND. 2 CA, 1 CL, 7 DD's, 

13 AK's. At 0620 1 second plane saw possible heavy cruiser 
115 miles north SAVO retiring north by west. At 1710 
1 second six forts scored three hits on big cargo vessel 
off SHORTLAND left ship burning listing. 20 Jap planes 
attempted interception and B-17's with VF escort shot 
down 9 zero plus one probable. SBD's and TBF's with 
Wildcat escort hit MUNDA evening 2nd caused 2 explosions 
several fires in target area. CACTUS had two air raids 
night of 2nd. 5 bombs dropped across fighter strip 
during first alert nil damage second. Native report 300 
Japs ashore VIRU HARBOR second. Possible landed from 8 
barges previously reported there. PM yesterday Cobra 
strafed 16 new landing boats beached near ARULIGO. Sub 
sank U.S. freighter south by west WHITE POPPY about 1700 
GCT 29th. 

02 2107 CINCPAC to COHINCH Info COMSOPAC. COMGENHAWDEPT. etc . 

My figures air strength Sopac substantially same as 
Comsopac 271210 and 312359 January. Your 301549 Jan. 
gives allocation 29 heavy, 23 medium bombers for January. 
Actual enroute from coast during month 7 B-24D and 8 B-25C. 
Detachments key flight personnel for service in other 
theaters have reduced effective flight crews below number 
required for full use of small number of aircraft avail¬ 
able. Para. Request two Army heavy bomber groups complete 
with combat crews be sent immediately and that JCS com¬ 
mitment for Army medium bombers be met fully. See 
Halsey's 021120. Inevitable attrition during current 
major operations requies immediate drastic action. 

This is a real punch coming up and it needs to be countered. 

03 0719 MACARTHUR to COMSO P AC Info CINCPAC. COHINCH 

My bomber resources are sc limited that it is impossible 
to detach elements thereof to your command without risk¬ 
ing disaster here. Replying Comsopac 021101. From their 
present bases I am using such as I have to maximum capa¬ 
city to supnort you and in addition they are in a posi¬ 
tion to protect my own front. At present therefore they 
perform the dual function which would not be the case if 
they were sent to your area. As stated in my 020241 I 
am giving you every possible support within the limits 
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03 0719 (Continued) 

of the exigencies and perils of my own position and the 
paucity of the forces assigned this area. The informa¬ 
tion available to me does not indicate that the enemy 


has yet committed himself to a definite zone of advance 
and point of attack. My own front nay still be the ob¬ 
jective. Let me have your specific mission requests and 
I shall do everything possible to fulfill them. 


04 0845 SENAV GUADALCANAL to CCKAIRSOPAC Info CINCPAC. etc . 

Preliminary report of two attacks on Tokyo Express. At¬ 
tack by 13 Avenger, 7 Dauntless escorted by 8 Cobras, 

4 Lightnings and 15 Wildcats attacked 20 DD, covered 
by 25 zeros, 200 miles up channel at 1600 1 (-11). Re¬ 
port one DD sunk and one badly damaged. Our losses 
4 Avengers, one Dauntless and one Wildcat. Seven zeros 
shot down, five probable. Second attack by thirteen 
Dauntless escorted by ten Wildcats and fo\ir Warhawks 
attacked eighteen destroyers covered by twenty five zeros 
At 1730 1. Report two hits one, one on another DD. One 
destroyer burining badly. Seen headed northwest in 
the distance result first attack. Our losses in second 
attack one Warhawk shot down, two Wildcats and one 
Dauntless missing. Ten zeros sure, two probable in this 
attack. 

02 1245 COMINCH to CINCPAC Info COMSOPAC, MARCORPS. 


Cominch desires to advance date of readiness of the 
fourth Marine division by detaching 23rd Marine regiment 
reinforced from 3rdMarine division and utilizing same 
as the principal nucleus from which to activate the 
fourth division. Para. As replacement for 23rd Marine 
regiment it is the Intention to assign one of the 
Marine regiments reinforced now on duty in the STRAW area 
to the 3rd Marine division and carry same on temporary 
detached duty therefrom. This regiment will be auge- 
mented as necessary to complete its organization as a 
normal reinforced regiment. Your comment and recommenda¬ 
tion requested. Marcorps informed. 


03 0700 CTF Q to CTUCPAC 


Comtasfor 8 answering Cincpac 022127. With Dog day 
January 12 original CROWBAR plan due to be completed 
February 23. Necessary changes since Dog day plus re¬ 
enforcements now continue intensive operations through 
May 1st. Until that time contemplate employment sur¬ 
face forces accordance my Co Plan 16-42 except KALK and 
GILLESPIE have been assigned TG 8.6 Vice 8.8 and ro¬ 



omnosed of 1 cruiser 
ed. Desirable if 
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03 0700 (Continued) 






practicable KALK and GILLESPIE remain until May 1st. 
Otherwise prospective date release these vessels in Feb¬ 
ruary 23. 

06 0636 C0r°PT>AC to ’AI Info ALL TFC o 0PAC. g0M°0YE o PAC. NZNB. 

Here comes Comsopacs daily summary. CACTUF observers re¬ 
port explosion off enemy held coast during Tokyo express 
visit fourth - fifth. Absence of PT strike or bomb hits 
from air plus presence oil slick south SAVC daylight 5th 
indicates 1 -Tap DD hit mine. Photo liberator over BUTN 
area AM 5th sae partially completed landing strip PAPUPATUI. 
Came plane reported 4 ACV’s anchored east KAHILI but sight¬ 
ing not confirmed. BLUE search plane 5th strafed enemy 
tender HNE of ONTOMG JAVA. Vessel was possible weather 
reporting ship. C/V reports A barges each arrived VIBU 
VILA predawn 5th. Final sightings Jap Task Force 5th in¬ 
dicated composition 2 carriers 4 BBs, 6 CAs, 2 CLs, 12 DDs. 
Search also reports NAURU airfield well developed. SARA¬ 
TOGA patrol destroyed 4 snooping Type 1 Mitsubishi bombers 
2nd to 4th. Planes from same CV strafed surface sub IN¬ 
DISPENSABLE REEF 4th. Air sighted gun emplacements under 
construction BAISEN Island RUSSEL group 5th. 

04 Mailgram. CGHD to UDCSA info CINCPAC. 





The following order from Gincpac ouoted for your information 
"Despatch to Sopac 307 heavy bomb group liberators. Move¬ 
ments of air echelons. 1st of 6 from HOLLY. 2nd from 
PEARL of 9 to Sopac plus 6 for HOLLY. Remainder on receipt 
effective replacements from States Cominch 031535. Ground 
echelon via surface transport. Request being made Cominch 
for heavy bomb group to replace 307 group" personal attention 
General Marshall please note this movement includes the 
group headnuarters ground echelon T/BA equipment and 35 
airplanes with combat crews and that this movement completely 
denudes us of bombardment snuadrons except for the remnants 
of a former li^ht bombardment squadron scheduled for HOLLY 
when its dive bombers arrive, furthermore we are short 7 
complete combat crews to man the 3^ liberators now on hand and 
short 4 complete combat crews necessary to effect the movement 
above ordered. Since it is strongly oossi>le for a minimum 
of 3 Jap operational carriers to raid OAHU at almost any 
time with the likelihood of serious damage it is urgently 
reouested that our heavy bombardment strength be iroufyht up 
as soon as oossi ->le to a minimum of 1 heavy oombardment 
group of 4S airplanes complete with combat crews, ground 
personnel and T r BA equipment. Replacements are essential 
for the group headnuarters, the T/BA equipment and the ground 
echelon as there will ie practically no personnel left in the 
Department for the service of heavy units. In addition it 
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04 Mai Ip- ran. CO-HD to WJCSA info CINCPAO. 

is requested that 7 complete B24 combat crews be ordered 
to the Department immediately to remedy the deficiency 
above mentioned. It is understood that the 96 th bombard¬ 
ment groun at '^ r CTE TEXAS is prepared for immediate move¬ 
ment. If this group cannot be supplied it is believed the 
urgency of the situation justifies the organization of a 
heavy group from qualified instructor personnel assigned 
the Second Air Force. 

06 1024 COMINCH to CINCPAC 



Cincpac 042211 and Congenhawdept 912 dated 5 February ad¬ 
dressed to Chief of Staff Army. It is not intention of 
WD to assign at present time more than 3 HB groups to 
Pacific area. Replacements in planes and crews to bring 
3 HB groups to strength assigned that area now underway 
or setup. See Cominch 031535. Replacement planes to bring 
Sopac to authorized strength and interchange of ground' 
echelons as between HAWAII and Sopac should be effected 
as soon as circumstances permit and by air to extent prac¬ 
ticable. With reference Emmons 912 what are your final plans. 




08 0803 COMFCPAC to CINCPAC J-nfo ALL OTF SOPAC. CCHSQv/ESTPAC. etc. 

Tokyo Express 19 DD’s took southern route HI 7th returned 
to FAI3I via ALLEY early 8th. SBD's with fighter escort 
attacked express south REDOVA 1735 L (-11) reported hits 
two ships shot down 2 of 15 covering zeros plus 1 more 
probable. Time element indicates all 19 DDs may not have 
gone to CACTUS. Some possibly called RUSSELS. All 19 got 
back. 20 barges seen off ESPERANCE early 8th. Morning 
strike despatched from CACTUS could not locate returning 
express hit MUNDA instead 0907 L today 8th. Following de¬ 
tails NAURU Island airfield from aerial Recce. Strip 
3500 by 105 feet. 24 AA posits on blast bays. Possible sea¬ 
plane ramp. Dock for 6000 ton ships. Natives report through 
coast watcher sound of subs charging batteries north east 
coast ANEITYUM NEW HEBRIDES. Last heard 31st. At l600 L/7th 
between BUKA-NEW BRITAIN 3 DD's escorting 4 All’s laid down 
smoke screens when plane came over. Recce saw possible land¬ 
ing strip BCATTO Island off northeast NEW IRELAND. 




08 1115 C.P. CACTUS to COMBOPAG info COHCEN^OPAC. 


Refer your 0^0544. Todays oro^ress of our attacks, both the 
detached force and the main attack, rive very strong indica¬ 
tions that last 2 Tokyo Expresses have been evacuating part 
of -Tap forces which have not yet been destroyed by our recent 
offensives. Expect to soon destroy Japs on this island and 
before he can attemnt major effort against us. No accurate 
estimate of numbers of his evacuees available, but believ|4jq 
evacuees can only be composed of personnel of higher head¬ 
quarters and the remnants of a badly defeated and disorganized 
force. 
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08 2301 CTF 8 to CINCPAC. Info COMINCH. C0MN0WESTSEAFR0N . 





Comtaskfor 8 sends reply to Cincpac 072135. AGATTU 
Island generally steep precipitous mountain range but 
with flat area vicinity CAPE SABAK. Not practicable 
establish air field there without excessive engineering 
difficulties. SHEMYA in SEMICHIS offers excellent 
possibilities. It should be our jumping off spot when 
we go West. Surface generally flat with about 200 foot 
contour along northern side gradually slopeing to sea 
level on southern coast. Landing beaches do not appear 
very good. Japs have made survey and appear to be pre¬ 
paring to build field but no physical evidence yet. Our 
search planes and weather plane make frequent recon¬ 
naissance SEMICHIS and AGATTU. 

C0MS0PAC to CINCPAC. All TFC's SOPAC etc. 

10 0650 February 9th marked complete defeat Jap forces GUADAL¬ 

CANAL. Main body attacking 3LUE troops joined forces 
with enveloping detachment just east ESPERANCE capturing 
or killing resisting Nips. Isolated cases resistance be¬ 
ing mopped up. 9 Dauntless with big VF escort hit MUNDA 
1730 L (-11) 9th starting large fire target area. 15 
minutes later 2 Marauders 9 fighters raided VILA. P-30*s 
strafed sank barge off HOOPER Bay RUSSELLS 9th. 2 trans¬ 
ports 1 DD arrived BUKA from south noon 9th according 
watcher. 1 DD 1 AP 1 small AK departed northwest 1711 L 
same day. Catalina harassed MUNDA night 9th-10th. CACTUS 
search plane shot down twin motored medium bomber over 
north CH0ISEUL today 10th. 

11 0547 C0MS0PAC to CINCPAC. All TFC* s S0PA0 etc. 





CACTUS search planes tenth counted 25 vessels 3UIN TONOLEI 
including 2 nossible CV’s or ACV’s 6 AD’s 17 DD’s. Off 
3ALLALE was big AK. At 1510L (-11) 10th 34 planes raided 
MUNDA dropping 18,700 pounds of bombs across strip. 

Pilots saw nip radio station KULA GULF 5 miles north VILA 
field which aopeared further cleared. Phot interpretation 
reveals following. BALLALE north side taxiway complete 
7 fighters 3 bombers on field date 7th. VILA 66 AA guns 
an increase of 30 over January 2nd coverage date 7th. 

MUNDA 10 serviceable planes on ground both ends stria 
damaged date 8th. BLUE Sub with detector reoorts noting 
radar shortland. Documents material salvaged (Prooably 
by WABJ0ER) from T0A MARU hit by air VELLA GULF first. 

Ship sand 4th off GIZ0. GAT0 sank cargo ship BOUGAINVILLE 
STRAIT January 29th. S0WESPAC plane unsuccessfully attack¬ 
ed enemy sub Southwest SHORTHAND 1425 L(-ll) /10. S\Ib 
toroedoed liberty ship 1Q24 GOT 9th 160 miles East by South 
SYDNEY. 
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11 1340 VOPNAV to CINCPAC Info COMSOPAC 














This is part 1 NSS 111345 in 2 parts. My 031630 to Cincpac 
and his reply 050255. As air travel not available for re¬ 
presentatives of BELY investigating consumer goods require¬ 
ments they will travel by surface vessel. It is now pro¬ 
posed that 2 senior BEY/ representatives proceed by air to 
HONOLULU for consultation with Cincpac and thence by air to 
NOUMEA for consultation with Comsopac. 1 of these repre¬ 

sentatives to then remain directly in contact with Admiral 
Halsey or in contact with Colonel Westbrook if desired by 
Halsey or purpose of consultation and advise on interim 
operations of the joint purchasing board covering exploita¬ 
tion of food resoxirces and consumer goods problem. He would 
also commence setting up the EEW organization which is 
eventually to take over these functions. 


11 1345 VOPNAV to CINCPAC Info COMSOPAC 


a 

o 


This is part 2 NSS 111345. It Is understood that after 
taking over these functions the senior BEW representative 
will continue as a member of Comso->ac's staff directly 
under his orders. After clearing general proposals both 
Halsey and Nimitz the other senior PEW representative v/ill 
return to WASHINGTON to direct this project for BFW here. 
Under this proposal no attempt will be made to submit one 
complete plan in WASHINGTON for aonroval but rather separ¬ 
ate units of the olan when ready for operation would be sent 
to WASHINGTON 1 together with comments from Halsey and Nimitz 
for approval from time to time. This proposal contemplates 
that at least 2 of present field mission will remain in 
field to assist senior representative which v/ill save neces¬ 
sity for air transportation now for tl eir expected return 
to WASHINGTON. Request your comment. 


11 1903 CTF 8 to CPMINCH, CINCPAC. C0MWE3TSEAFR0N, etc . 

CROWBAR report. Gen. Jones reports excellent progress fighter 
strip, estimates 7 more working days to make it usable. Air 
base organization prepared and ready. Strength FORMULA now 
two hundred officers, 4800 men. Another Seabee battalion 
landed but construction eqiipment will not arrive until 23 
February. Navy shore radio statior Installed and working 
36 hours after start. 17 additional 20 MM now set up man¬ 
ned by Army. 15 more soon, also to be Army manned. Un- 
loading still serious problem but clearing gradually. 

12 0630 C OMIT OR PA C FOR to CINCPAC. COMINCH. C CMN ORWEST SEAFRPN. etc . 

. ^ 
sJ 


Information concerning day's operations 11th February from 
Comnorpacfor. Searches limited due to weather as follows. 
Over Western ALEUTIANS from LONGVIEW covered 60 ner cent. 
Southern sectors from same place 80 oer cent. Nil contacts. 
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Anti sub plane over AMCHITKA but all attack missions were 
cancelled due to weather, No report on KISKA. No enemy air 
attack. New subject. Photos KISKA on 10 Feb. indicate two 
midget subs off sub base s”rfaced and under v/av. Also pro¬ 
bably two others same type moored together not xmderway. 

12 1020 CQMSOPAC to CINCPAC info CQMSERFOR^AC, CQHDESPAC, COMAIRPAC etc . 

Y our 102355. Strongly urge ENTERPRISE and destroyers be not 
withdrawn for overhaul at this time. The operation and mater¬ 
ial condition these shins generally satisfactory and they are 
efficient fightinsr units. Later when and if new construction 
brings forces to desired suDeriority believed suitable time 
for overhaul. SARATOGA will be held in port during forth¬ 
coming operations mainly because there are now to few destroy¬ 
ers in SOPAC to screen her at sea and carry out other required 
destroyer tasks. 

12 1315 COMINCH to CINCPAC. OPNAV. 3UD0CKS 

If dredging facilities are available in HAWAIIAN area I think 
it would be well to use them to extend and deepen anchorage 
area at 3ALSA not only to prepare for basing more and larger 
ships for likely operations to westward but to make use of 
spoil to increase land area for defensive purposes. Comment. 

12 2200 COMINCH to CINCPAC 

Army advises following resources a ’e available to Army Air 
Forces for night fighter operations in Pacific Theaters: 

3 trained crews in Hawaii 14 pilots, 13 radio observers (I), 

4 GCI controllers and 12 radio mechanics (I) trained in 
operation of P-70 aircraft and eouinment who left Army Air- 
Forces school of aoplied tactics on 5 February and will 
depart presently for Hawaii by ship. Investigate status 
P-70 aircraft now in Hawaii with view toward nracticability 
desnatch 4 P-70 airplanes complete with crews and 2 GCI 
controllers to each of South and Southwest Pacific areas on 
arrival above mentioned personnel and mobile radar equipment 
advise promptly. 




w 


1422 























declassified 


S ECRE T 

^ February (GOT) 

17 0205 CTF 8 to CINCPAC, COMINCH. COMN0 T 'TSFEAFRON, COMWESEAFRON, etc. 

300 feet fighter strip FORMULA without mat now useable. 

At 2140 OCT 1st fighter (P-40) landed and 7 more enroute. 
Laying of mat will proceed with field in use. Estimated 
completion 20th at which time full snuadron of 24 P-40s 
will be assigned. Plan maintain daily P-38 coverage from 
LONGVIEW using FORMULA P-40s for morning and evening patrol 
only until field fully ready. 


16 2302 CTF 8 to CINCPAC. 

In order provide emergency airfields to reduce operation 
losses Comtaskforce 8 renuested surveys various ALEUTIAN 
Islands. Results 2 sights offer relatively simple con¬ 
struction problems. 1 on OGLIUCA Island and another on 
SAMALGA Island. OGLIUGA is approximately half way between 
LONGVIEW and FORMULA. FAMALGA off Fouthv/estern end UMNAK. 
Amy (Comalsect) proceeding with assembling equipment in¬ 
cluding mat for OGLIUGA. Work to be undertaken by SEABEES 
will be started Q,DFD PAEM” estimated time of completion 3 
weeks. Amy will proceed with construction of SAMALGA Island 
as soon as other committments permit. 



18 0102 COMSOPAC to CINCPAC. 


Plan Sopac reorganization Task Forces after CLEANSLATE op¬ 
eration. Involves moving force now basing NANDI to HAVANNAH 
Harbor EFATE leaving NANDI as training area until arrival 
further forces reouires use as a Force Base. Request approval. 



19 0526 COMSOPAC to CINCPAC. Info NZNB. COMSOWESPAC . 

lap torpedo attack on transport group 2000 GOT 17th was 
complete failure. AP’s and screen destroyed at least 5 
attacking planes. No damage casualties 3LUE ships. Morn¬ 
ing search over BUIN-TONOLEI 18th reported 8 AK’s afloat 
in area 2 sunken vessels. PM recce saw 1 unident off FAUR0 
7 AK’s off Southeast BOUGAINVILLE shoreline 2 AK’s underway 
midway between BALLALE T0NQLEI and 8 probable DD's in SHORT- 
LAND Harbor. 10 dive bombers escorted by 14 fighters con¬ 
ducted VILA strike 1740 OCT 18th. 
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22 0016 CCI-'SO -AC to COI.ISCWESPAC Info COMINCH, CINCPAC . 


Cominch 141741. Believe survey of RUSSELLS and other 
localities to the northwest of CACTUS should follow close 
after occupation by our forces. Survey of TULAGI in pro¬ 
gress and highly essential. Additionai surveys at BUTTON 
and EFATE are desirable. In reply to Comsowestpac 180620 
extensive use of LOUISIADES by large surface forces does 
not appear probable though a brief survey including erec¬ 
tion of sufficient navigation aids to render JOI.IARD Pass 
easily navigable and to provide temporary sheltered an¬ 
chorage in DEBOYNE Lagoon for large forces is considered 
desirable. 






22 0558 COMSOPAC to CINCPAC Info COMINCH, CINCLANT . 

Prompt despatch new combatant vessels to Sopac continues 
to be necessity. Request intensifying gunnery training 
while enroute, major effort to be directed toward per-" 
fection with radar controlled surface and A/A gunfire. 
Consider trained combat operations center imperative. 
Especially require competent radar upkeep and operational 
personnel be on board each unit prior departure. 

22 0245 CINCPAC to COM 12 


For Admiral Nimitz. MIDWAY dredging study by Com 14 just 
completed reveals following. 30 foot depth and anchorage 
area to accommodate 4 CA, 5 S3, 2 AS and 1 ARD type dock 
plus v/idening present channel to 400 feet can be accom¬ 
plished by March 1st 1944 under these conditions. Pre¬ 
paratory work start immediately. Dredging projects at 
KANEOHE and runway Baker at KEEHI Lagoon be delayed 
neither of which considered serious. Army assign dredge 
SACREMENTO to which it is agreeable on Cincpac request. 
Assignment of HOPPER dredge from west coast which Army 
i3 requesting anyway for their projects and if allocated 
now can be made available to us by September. Date of 
31 Dec. 1943 can be met if in addition to foregoing con¬ 
ditions privately owned dredge McMullen now working in 
SAN FRANCISCO Bay is assigned. Increasing dredged depth 
in anchorage area to 35 feet considered clearly impractic¬ 
able from time standpoint. 


* 


19 2150 COMINCH to US FLEET 


This Part One of three of my 192200/2. Para one. Ef¬ 
fective noon GCT March 15th U.S. Fleet will comprise 
numbered fleets with Task Force Organization conforming, 
to following allocations of Task Force numbers. A. U.S. 
Fleet 00 to 09 and ninth fleet 90 to 99. B. Pacific 
(first) fleet 10 to 19, third f^eet now Sopac for 30 to 
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19 2150 (Continued) 


39 and fifth fleet 50 to 59 for assignment by Cincpac 
as desired for forces operating in Central and North Paci¬ 
fic. 


19 2155 


This is part 2 of 3 of Cominch 192200/2. C. Atlantic 
(second) fleet 20 to 29, fourth fleet now Solantfor 40 
to 49 and sixth fleet 60 to 69 for assignment by Cinclant 
as desired for forces operating in Central and North 
Atlantic. D. Seventh fleet now Sowespacfor 70 to 79. 

E. Eight fleet new Northwest Africa force. 80 to 89. 
Para 2. U.S. Fleet tasf forces are: A. 00,01 for as¬ 
signment by Cominch. B. 02 Eastern Seafrontier. C. 

03 Gulfseafrontier. D. 04 Caribbeanseafrontier. E. 

05 Panamaseafrontier. F. 06 Westernseafrontier. 



19 2200/2 This is part 3 and final of Cominch 19220/2. 

G. 07 Northwest Sea Frontier. H. 08, 09 blank. Para 
3. 9th fleet task forces..are: A. 90, 91 blank. 

B. 92 forces in European waters. C. 93 Southeast 
Pacific force. D. 94 Naval transportation service. 

E. 95 to 99 for assignment by Cominch. Para 4. Each 
fleet commander shall allocate at least 1 task force 
number to the equivalent of quote miscellaneous force 
unquote. For assignment of task force numbers to small 
groups operating directly under fleet commander. 


23 0541 COMSOPAC to CINCPAC Info ALL TF COMSOPAC. COMPOWESPAC. NZNB . 





Photos AM 22nd show 60 fighters 5 bombers KAHILI. 5 fighters 
BALLALE. 17 fighters 5 bombers BUKA. 21 float zeros 2 
flying boats KULITANI Bay area. Liberators harassed MUNDA 
VILA small hours 22nd. P34Y's repeated task this morning 
(23rd) on slightly larger scale. Natives report 57 nippers 
7 pro lap natives effected BAMBATAPA landing 20th. Pro¬ 
bably hunting watcher. CACTUS search plane scored depth 
charge hits on barge full of Japs SAMBI HEAD CIIOISEUL after¬ 
noon 22nd. Lightnings Cobras and Corsairs conducted fighter 
sweep to REKATA late afternoon yesterday thoroughly strafed 
area saw no enemy planes there. 1 man killed 5 wounded when 
lone Nip nuisance dumped 7 bombs on fighter one at CACTUS 
night before last. 5 killed HALAVO bombing but material 
damage light. Morning search saw 12 AK’s 3 CD’s BUIN SHORT- 
LAND 22nd. Patrolling Avenger depth charged possible sub 
off LTJNGA Point 1740 L (-11) 21 got oil slicks. Cat from 
BUTTON reports probable serious damage inflicted on enemy 
sub 300 miles Northeast CACTUS forenoon today. DF placed 
another submarine eastern entrance COOK STRAIT 0015 M (-12) 
today. 
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23 0715 COMNORPAC to COMINCH, CINCPAC. COMNOWESTSEAFRON, COMGSN 7/DC . 

This is part 1 Comnorpac*s daily report: 

Weather generally poor, too searches from UMNAK. Western 
Sectors from LONGVIEW averaged 35$. Contacts negat. 

Southern sectors from same place covered 65$. Negat con¬ 
tacts. Weather plane departed LONGVIEW at 1055 W (/ 10) 
unable observe KISKA due weather and returned to LONGVIEW. 
Bomber group underway at 1225 W (/ 10) for attack on KISKA 
returned to base no attack due weather. New subject. 

Report from McMorris states only enemy opposition during 
bombardment AUTTU was AA fire HOLTZ BAY A to 6 guns no 
larger than 3 inch observed. 2 Jap float planes which had 
been tracking did not interfere with our spotting planes. 
Little activity observed. 

23 0723 Part 2 of above. No personnel seen. Some damage probably 
inflicted but no large fires started. New subject. Pre¬ 
liminary report sinking Jap ammunition ship. Target 
brought into moonlight requiring no illumination. Nip 
endeavored fake reply to challenge. COUGHLAN, GILLESPIE, 
INDIANAPOLIS all engaged at average range 8000 yards. Close 
approach prior sinking prevented by explosions. No sur¬ 
vivors after search by COUGHLAN. Life jacket indicates 
probable Army transport. Jap appeared to be old coal 
burner four or five thousand tons. New subject. Field at 
FORMULA now 36 OO feet long. Surface good sand. Taxiways 
and parking areas now under construction. Fighters now 
on FORMULA will make daily sweep of KISKA as weather per¬ 
mits. Airfield construction party 0GLIUGA now unloading. 

25 2240 NAV AT WELLINGTON to C0MS0PAC Info OPNAV CINCPAC . 

February 25 during riot at Japanese prisoner camp it 
became necessary for guards to fire on prisoners. Dead 
42. Wounded 70. All sailors, soldiers, airmen. Court 
of Inquiry 1 March will send details then. 
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27 0540 COMSOPAC to CINCPAC. Info ALL TF COM3 80PAG. etc. 








18 Dauntless dive bombers escorted by Wildcats gave 
MUNDA the usual going over at 1240 L (-11) 26th. 5 1 Jap 

plane was destroyed on ground, bombs fell near others. 

4 large many small fires started and AA silenced both 
ends runway. GATO returning from patrol in SOLOMONS 
area reports sinking 3 cargo ships, 1 transport. All 
big ones. Also damaged possible cruiser with 2 torpedo 
hits. Same submarine reports persistent indication" 
enemy radar on beach at 0NT0NG JAVA. May have been radar 
equipped patrol planes. 0S2U depth charged possible sub off 
ESPERANCE PM 26th. Got oil bubbles but subsequent air and 
surface search negative. BUIN FAISI shipping relatively 
light 26th. 

27 0537 C0MAIRS0PAC to BTIORD. Info COMINCH. CINCPAC. OPNAV. etc. 

With our shore based air force now attacking in SOLOMONS 
at extreme range of longest range fighters in face of 
extremely heavy and accurate AA and preponderantly 
superior enemy fighter strength over their bases, it is 
essential that variable time delay bombs up to 100 hours 
be procured immediately in order to temporarily immobilize 
enemy landing fields and thus permit our strikes to be made 
with some measure of equality in fighter strength. See 
Comairsopac 140139 and BuOrd 182012 December. Situation 
warrants immediate procurement and direct shipment from 
ENGLAND if not available U.S. Urge consideration develop¬ 
ment acoustic and magnetic detonated bombs for use inter¬ 
spersed with time delay bombs this purpose. Advise 
feasibility adapting MK AA fuse to bombs for use as 
daisy cutters against AA. 

27 1220 COMINCH to CINCPAC 


Your 142337. Joint Chiefs of Staff direct you to send 
night fighter unit of 6 P-70 airplanes with appropriate 
personnel and associated equipment to southwest Pacific 
theater at earliest practicable date regardless of result¬ 
ant weakening of night fighter strength in HAWAII. 

28 0827 CTF 61 to COMSOPAC Info ALL TF COMSOPAC. CINCPAC. etc . 

Night of 27-28 landed at CLEANSLATE 440 officers and men 
of 43rd Division and Acorn 3 with 1100 tons of supplies 
and equipment. Tonight plan to land 550 officers and men 
and 750 tons supplies and equipment at TENARD and WERNHAM. 
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28 0040 COMSOPAC to GTF 18. CTF 68. CTU 66.1.9. EDWARDS, FRAZIER, etc . 

Task Force 68 operate generally along the KS line on March 
1st. Along the SQ line on the 2nd. Less CAs fuel from 
NEOSHO (A048) at fueling rendezvous commencing 2000 GCT 
March 2nd Lat 13-30 south. Long 164 ea3t. Orders In separate 
dispatch for new Task Force 68 Rear Admiral Merrill in 
MONTPELIER, CLEVELAND, DENVER, WALLER, CONWAY, CONY, FLETCHER, 
OBANNON, NICHOLAS, RADFORD. EDWARDS, FRAZIER depart HAVAN- 
NAH 2000 GCT March 1st proceed to make above fueling rendez¬ 
vous report to Comtaskfor 18 Rear Admiral Giffen in WICHITA, 
LOUISVILLE, EDWARDS, FRAZIER proceed to arrive HAVANNAH 
during daylight March 4th assuming 12 hour readiness status 
on arrival. Task Unit 66.1.9 depart BUTTON during day¬ 
light March 2nd make above fueling rendezvous. Fuel new 
Task Force 68 on completion returning to BUTTON to arrive 
during daylight March 4th. 


28 0550 COMSOPAC to CTF 68. 62. COMAIRSOPAC. Info COMINCH, CINCPAC. 



Comsopac Operation Plan 6-43. Jap aviation facilities in 
MUNDA - VILA STANMORE area have been reenforced. PT boats 
reported present. Additional information being forwarded 
to Comairsopac for distribution to arrive ESPIRIIU SANTO 
March 2nd. General task this force will bombard and bomb 
enemy installations at MUNDA-VILA STANMORE in order to re¬ 
duce their effectiveness. Task Force 68 Rear Admiral Mer¬ 
rill VILA detachment MONTPELIER, CLEVELAND, DENVER, WALLER, 
CONWAY, CON^, MUNDA Detachment FLETCHER OBANNON NICHOLAS 
RADFORD after completion fueling at sea March 3rd proceed 
to arrive ESPIRITU SANTO after daylight March 4th. Detach¬ 
ments depart ESPIRITU SANTO afternoon the 4th proceed via 
east and north of SAN CRI°T01AL towards RUSSELLS. After 
dark the 5th leave vicinity RUSSELLS. MUNDA Detachment 
proceed to bombard MUNDA, VILA Detachment proceed to oombard 
VILA STA T IM0RE area, bombardments to start at 1430 GCT the 
5th and to last not more than one hour. Destroy any enemy 
craft encountered. On retirement generall retrace routes 
to rendezvous off PORT PURVIS. Upon rendezvous report to 
me. Thence to Point K via SUGAR for fueling. Task Force 
63 Vice Admiral Fitch shorebased aircraft GUADALCANAL area 
provide air coverage for Task Force 68 from daylight March 
4th until withdrawal to Point S March 6th. Provide Black 
Cats to assit bombardment arranging liaison as necessary 
at ESPIRITU SANTO March 4th. Make dawn strike March 6th on 
MUNDA. Task Force 42 Captain Fife station two submarines 
off Western approaches to BLACKETT STRAIT afternoon March 
5th to remain generally on station until afternoon March 
6th to sink Jap shipping seeking to escape. Paragraph. 

XRAY reference points as in my Operation Plan 5-43. Logis¬ 
tics fuel LL cruisers, ERSKINE, PHELPS at PURVIS, ESPIRITU 
SANTO, HAVAflNAH, at Point K in AO to be ordered. Communica¬ 
tions as in my Operation Plan 5-43. This Op ^lan 6-43 ef¬ 
fective on receipt. Comsopac at NOUMEA. 1428 
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27 0628 CTF 61 to COMSOPAC Info COMINCH, CINCPAC. A LL OTF SOPAC . 

Summary of CLEANSLATE operation. Have landed at CLEAN- 
SLATE to date 8770 officers and men 6217 tons material 
representing supply levels from today as follows. Avgas 
for torpedo boats 10 days. White gas 20 days. Mogas 25 
days. Diesel 14 days. Rations 28 days. Ammunition 
infantry and artillery 5 units. Antiaircraft 7 units. 

Other supplies 25 days. Para. Estimate that in one more 
week can land all remaining personnel of 43rd Division 
less 172nd combat team, Acorn 3 and 35th Construction 
Battalion except personnel required to handle supplies 
at KOLI. Para. On conclusion of major personnel move¬ 
ment plan to retain Comdesdiv 24, WILSON, MAURY, MCCALL, 

Mine Group less SOUTHARD and HOVEY, and Transdiv 12 and 
release remaining destroyers and DMS. Para. Utilizing 
LCT's flat top and PAB barges with occasional night trips 
by cargo ship estimate 4 weeks required to complete move¬ 
ment all material Including 1500 bundles Marston Mat and 
build up supply level of 60 days and 10 units of fire. 

Para. Request as soon as practicable after arrival all 
LCTs and LSTs In South Pacific be sent to KOLI POINT 
report to CTF 61 for this operation. Para. Above estimate 
includes remainder of one defense battalion which will be 
required prior to completion airfield. In view Comsopac 
192255 and Comgen 1st Maramphfor 250512 information i 3 
requested as to units which will be assigned for augmenting 
anti-aircraft defenses of CLEANSLATE and probable time of 
availability for movement. Para. Estimate does not Include 
movement of Marine Aircraft Group understood In prospect 
for CLEANSLATE. Para. Apparently enemy still unaware our 
occupation. 





28 0555 COMSOPAC to CINCPAC Info ALL TF COMS SOPAC, COMSOWESPAC . 

15 SBDs with Wildcat escort unable find burning ship off 
VELLA after daylight 28th bombed VILA instead. Vessel 
wrecked by BLUE strike previous afternoon and probably 
sank during night. Report of Avenger strike against BUIN 
shipping predawn 28th indicated 1 large AK destroyed by 
bomb hits. 1 plane on KAHILI field blew up from bomb hit. 
Huge blaze started east that drome by return engagement TBF 
strike early first. Planes unable locate shipping because 
of haze bombed BALLALE. 1 plane dropped load on coast near 
KAHILI. Navy Liberators supported Avenger mission 28th 
with Army Liberators doing same today. Bombers dropped 
flares illuminate shipping for TBFs also sprinkle fragmen¬ 
tation clusters KAHILI BALLALE. Both TBF-Liberator strikes 
were preceded by single plane weather flights to BUIN with 
Hudsons returning via MUNDA to harass. Natives report Japs 
moving mechanized equipment BUKA to NUMA NUMA or KIETA and 
additional troops arriving BUKA. Dutch 75 millimeter 
projectile found at CACTUS had identical inscription as new 
type land mine previously reported. Indicates mine was 
Dutch manufacture. Jap subs may be using searchlights to 
attract nershipplng. Bams signal has warned shipmasterls4 2 3 
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03 2053 COMINCH to CINCPAC Info COMAMPHFORPAC 










Treat with super secrecy. Comanphorpac 022000 best esti¬ 
mate first AGC ready east coast 20 July assigned at later 
date. Further instructions re repeat re operation COT¬ 
TAGE will be issued in early future. 

03 1535 COMINCH to CINCPAC Inf or C 01,'SOP AC, COMGENHAV/DEPT 

Handle with utmost secrecy. Chief of 3taff U.S. Army 
advises action being taken expedite to South Pacific 
heavy bombers as follows: As of two February 4 arrived 
in theater, 2 departed HAWAII for theater, 3 in HAWAII 
and one Hamilton Field, 3 being prepared and ready de¬ 
parture any moment, 15 moving from SALINA today to de¬ 
part from U.S. about 7 February - total 20. Additional 
7 being processed for departure so^n as oossible. He 
suggests and I concur that subject your decision most 
practicable method reeinforce South Pacific at once is 
to despatch TIIRPUE from heavy group stationed HAWAII 
planes and trained crews and replace with planes and 
crews due HAWAII enroute * J outh Pacific as indicated above. 
He further advises every effort being made to send South 
Pacific 30 medium bombers with crews and anticinates 
they will depart U.S. by 16 February. Your 022107. 

Pass to Commanding General Hawai ian .Denartment. 

04 2000 COMINCH to CINCPAC Info CTF 8. CTF 3. etc, etc. 

This is most secret. Joint Chiefs of Staff desire that 
planning and training and other preparations for operation 
against ROODLE be modified in accordance with reduced ship¬ 
ping stated below and that revised estimate of forces re- 
auired for COTTAGE be submitted after situation resulting 
from and offensives based on FORMULA is apparent. Para. 
Other projected operations necessitate withdrawal from 
amnhibious force, Pacific ^leet, all AKA and all APA ex¬ 
cept 3 APA para. 1 damaged plus 1 new construction in 
April. Para. Estimate 12 LCI and 8 LST will report to 
Amphibious Force, Pacific Fleet by 1 April and 4 L3T later. 
Joint Chiefs of Steff and COs Army have by hand. 


05 2125 COMINCH to CINCPAC. CINOLANT. Info CO - - IPIIFCRF.vC . C0M70PAC . etc 


This is HiCom most secret. Oincpac transfer to Lantflt to 
arrive MERCURY not later than 1 March 5 APA and 5 ALA. In¬ 
clude DICKMAN, BIDDLE, JEFFERSON, plus 2 other APA now in 
West Coast area. AKA 0HERON, AROTURUS, BELLaTMIY, 3STELGEUESE , 
ALCYONE. In addition direct CHARLES CARROL report Cinelant 
for duty upon completion repairs about 1 March. Send as es¬ 
cort any new destroyers assigned Lantfleet which can be made 
ready reduction shakedown period authorized. 
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0? 2356 JOLSCPAO to 3IITJPAC. 

This is most secret. Area French v orces have never 
fomally placed themselves under my military command 
although professing cooperation. Local French I- : ilita^y 
Commander has informed American Island Commander that 
he considers himself under latter's military command for 
defense of Island. Cincpac 020129 . Have no information 
that local French military commander has been informed 
by his government as per reference. 

07 0506 COMSOPAC to COMAIRSOPAC. OGENSOPAC. COMAMPHIBFOR. etc . 

Handle as most secret. Task force 62 occupy RUSSELL 
Islands for the purpose of a strengthening defense of 
CACTUS of A: Strengthening defense of CACTUS. B: Deny¬ 
ing area to enemy. C: Establishing staging point for 
landing craft preliminary to further forward movement. 

D: Establishing advanced motor torpedo coat base. 

E: Conducting survey for landing field and radar site. 
Code name this operation and RUSSEL Islands CLEANSLATE. 
CTF 62 submit recommendations for naval support. Com- 
gensopac designate Commander landing force and make 
available two infantry regimental combat teams with 
future availability remainder of one division. Comgen 
1st AmohCorps make available one raider battalion and 
one third defense battalion. Comnavbases Sopac 
designate Commander Naval Base CLEANSLATE and make 
available one ACORN, Construction Units, necessary 
elements of CUB and personnel for naval base. Sub¬ 
sequent to occupation Comtaskfor 62 establish boat 
pool at Navbase CLEANSLATE. Comtaskfor 63 furnish 
air support, direct oualified personnel for airfield 
reconnaissance party report Comtaskfor 62. Upon 
completion of occupation and w T hen directed by Comsopac, 
command responsibility for defense and logistic supnort 
CLEANSLATE passes to Comgen CACTUS. At same time Com- 
navbase CLEANSLATE passes to command of Comnavbase 
CACTUS, Raider Battalion will be withdrawn subsequently 
upon order of Comsopac. In the interest of security 
addressees will keep orders and despatches preliminary 
to this operation to minimum with minimum distribution. 
Operation will be initiated earliest practicable, Dog 
day to be announced by Comsopac. 
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09 2355 COMSOPAC to COMINCH. CINCPAC. 

Following received from MacArthur. Quote. Information 
here seems to indicate that emergency anticipated by you 
in your previous despatches has failed to materialize. 
MacArthur to Comsopac 090440. My own operations envisage 
the maximum use of my air forces. I am in complete 
ignorance of what you contemplate. Before considering 
the dislocation of my plans and the diversion of my air 
force to your operations it is necessary that I have some 
knowledge of your intentions. Moreover effective support 
can only be given if sufficient information is available 
to me to permit of coordination. Unouote. Wilkinson 
proceeding BRISBANE first air for conference. Most 
secret. 

09 2200 COMINCH to CINCPAC . 

This is suoer secret, ^or Admirals Nimits and Halsey 
only. Para 1. MacArthur states that he is not in a 
nosition to continue offensive action in the solomons area 
at this time. Para 2. Desire your co iment on operation 
to seize occupy and hold ELLICE and GILBERT ISLANDS. 

Para 3. The objects of this operation would be to (1) 
make secure the line of communications from PEARL to 
WHITE POPPY (2) Divert Japanese war and shipping away 
from the SOLOMONS in preparation for (3) A continuance 
of the SOLOMONS campaign. Para 4. Infiltration and 
other offensive operations directed against RUSSELL 
Islands and NEW GEORGIA would continue to be carried 
out. Chief of Staff Army has. 

11 0421 COMSOPAC to COMINCH info CINCPAC . 

This is most secret. Rapid consolidation JAP positions 
in NEW GEORGIA emphasize need for earliest attack and 
seizure. He is likewise in RUSSELS in sufficient strength 
to require immediate occupation which I am undertaking 
about 21 February. Operations in GILBERT and ELLICE 
your 092200 would divert considerable forces and involve 
costly delay in SOLOMONS. Support of strong garrisons 
required to hold islands in GILBERT ELLICE area would 
constitute logistic and escort drain. Recommend continue 
with all possible pressure here. 
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11 22 30 COMSOPAC to ALL TF COMB SOPAC. COMCRUDIV 12. Info COMINCH. etc 

This is most secret. Commence Comsopac Operation Plan 
5-43• Tap forces previously in RUSSEL Islands now re¬ 
ported as evacuating. General task this force will 
occupy RUSSEL Islands in order to strengthen defense of 
CACTUS and to estaolish staging point for further forward 
movement. TF 61 Rear Admiral Turner with forces made 
available to CTF 62 my 070506 Feb occupy RUSSELL Islands 
on Dog day. TF 63 Tice Admiral Fitch shore based aircraft 
BUTTON - CACTUS as reenforced strike Jap shipping repeatedly 
in BUIN area commencing Feb. 13 th (coordinating strikes 
with those requested of Comsowespac for same period) sup¬ 
port TF 6l as in Annex A which follows shortly in separate 
dispatch. TF 68 Captain Merrill, Crudiv 12, FLETCHER 
0BANN0N,NICHOLAS, RADFORD arrive PINMONEY at 6 hours ’ 

L (-11) on Dog day, provide sunport for TF 61 subject to 
call CTF 61 . TF 16 Rear Admiral Sherman TF 18 Rear Admiral 
Gif fen WICHITA, LOUISVILLE, STTWANEE, SANGAMON, CHENANGO, 

CON./AY, V/ALLER, FRAZIER, MEADE, EDWARDS, TF 64 Rear Admiral 
Lee Batdiv 6 AULICK, DUNLAP, FANNING, 3ALCH, CUMMINGS, 

TF 67 Rear Admiral Ainsworth Crudiv 9 CHEVALIER, STRONG, 
JENKINS, TAYLOR, TF 69 Vice Admiral Leary NEW MEXICO, 

MARYLAND, COLORADO, WOODWORTH, McCALLA, LANG be prepared 
to depart bases as directed by despatch to arrive on Dog 
day in supporting DIJNANTE of TF 61 against major Jap 
forces. This is Part 1 of 2 parts my 112230. 

11 2234 This is 2nd part of Comsopac 112230. Most secret. Para¬ 
graph Xray code name this operation and RUSSELL Islands 
CLEANSLATE. Dog day is L time, commences at midnight and 
is day when 1st major troop landing is made. It will be 
set by originator by despatch and is expected to be about 
Feb 21st. Reference points as in my 031022 and 070612 
Feb. Logistics fuel in heavy ships, transports, TALLULAH 
and ER3KINE, PHELPS in RINGBOLT area, oilers at sea as 
ordered, BUTTON HAVANNAH NOUMEA. Communication accordance 
Pac 70. Comsopac, TF and detached TG and unit commanders 
frequency and in addition guard 4295 series as command 
frequency to be used for no other purposes than in con¬ 
nection with this operation. Information and operational 
dispatches will be paralleled NPM FOX and Sopac L0TES 
broadcast. This Operation Plan 5-43 effective upon re¬ 
ceipt. Comsopac at N0TJMEA. 
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10 2239 CIUCPAC to COMINCH Info GOMSOPAC. 

Coincidence intensified Jap activity against BUTTON and 
CACTUS during presence Secnav party there Comsopac con¬ 
cerned over possible presence enemy agents NEW CALEDONIA. 
Halsey experiencing difficulty in obtaining cooperation 
from NEW CALEDONIA military officers. Para. Halsey in¬ 
forms me Commander French forces has never formally 
placed himself under him as my representative as required 
by para 8 of Secnav Secret Serial pren sail cast pren 
A 16-3 Pren 28 Pren of April 20, 1942, although such 
action implied in your 141445 July. Recommend following 
solution. Able: You take steps to insure French Com¬ 
mander comply with paragraph 8 noted above. B: When 
this done I will delegate to Halsey my authority con¬ 
tained in para 5 same letter in his command theatre. 

Para. With this authority I believe Halsey will have 
sufficient cower to cope with any supply or security 
problems arising. 

11 2237 CINCPAC to COMINCH. COMSOPAC. 

For Admirals King and Halsey only. Concur Halsey’s 
110421. If situation permitted consider offensive de¬ 
signed to capture and hold TARAWA, MAKIN, NAURU and 
OCEAN would be most desirable in that it would make 
opening in outer perimeter of defense line now being 
set up by Japs, would furnish additional protection to 
HAWAII SAMOA line and would tend to contain enemy fleet 
and minimize possible raids on our trade routes and 
outlying island positions. Surprise capture of any or 
all of these positions would however bring vigorous at¬ 
tempts by enemy to recapture them with strong fleet and 
shore based air support. Japanese have numerous well 
equipped naval and air bases in MARSHALLS from which to 
operate with shortest distance MILI to MAKIN 200 miles. 

Our nearest anchorage with single landing strip is FET¬ 
LOCK 700 miles from TARAWA. Until present balance has 
been upset by further destruction of enemy’s naval and 
air forces and by growth of our own believe our experience 
in capture of GUADALCANAL indicates operations proposed 
your 092200 not now advisable. 
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12 1918 COMA1.IPHFORPAG to CINCPAC, CTF 8. 

This is most secret. ComGen WestDefCom 111728 paraphrased 
and passed for info: "War Department advises Army will 
not be able furnish three dive bomber souadrons duty 3R0NZE 
since the only two tactical dive bomber groups at present 
in US-are committed to high priority theatre". My 082116. 

12 2028 COMINCII to CIPCPAG, C0MS0PA0. 

Treat this with utmost secrecy. Admiral Dargenlieu in his 
letter to General Patch dated March 12, 1942 agreed that 
the superior command of allied troops French, Australian, 
American be exercised by General Patch and handed over the 
command of the troops based in NEW CALEDONIA and its depend¬ 
encies. Command of the troops to continue to be exercised 
by Lieutenant Colonel DeConchard or his successor. General 
Patch accepted the superior command in his letter to Admiral 
Dargenlieu of the same date. Para. Halsey negotiate with 
commander French forces NOUMEA to the end that he place 
himself in fact under Halsey accordance agreement and sol¬ 
ution Cincoac 102239 results to be satisfactory to Halsey. 
Para. Should Halsey be unable to complete a satisfactory 
negotiation and determine that local security is thereby 
not adenuate he is authorized to create a military district 
within the limits of which there will be American military 
control announcing that he does not consider the French 
authorities to be in effective control of the area. This 
authorization has not been communicated to the British or 
other foreign authorities. 

13 1250 COMINCH to CINCPAC info C3MS0PAC. 

Ultra High Command for Nimitz and Halsey only. Para 1. 
Comsopac 110421 appears not to see necessity of operations 
in central Pacific as well as in Southwest Pacific which 
are so timed and on such scale as to afford support for all 
three or at least to endeavor to whipsaw enemy ratherthan 
enable him to concentrate in SOLOMONS or attack on JaLUIT - 
GILBERT - SAMOA line or on MI WAY - PEARL line. Para 2. 

With above factors in mind, taking into consideration views 
expressed in my 301915 November which apply in principle 
throughout SOLOMONS, MacArthurs message to Nimitz dated 
13 January and my 121620, desire your proposed plan for 
operations during next 4 months, p lan should thoroughly 
consider the desirability of progressive extending of our 
positions 8long the ELLICE - GILBERT line in conjunction 
with operations in the SOLOMONS area. Para 3. Nimitz 
also see paper on Pacific situation brought by Ghormley 
which was presented to combined Chiefs of Staff at 
CASABLANCA. 
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13 1400 COMINCH to CINCPAC 


This is ultra secret. For admiral Nlmitz only. From 
Cominch. Partial agenda for forthcoming c nference 
follows. Assume you will bring ,r our planning officer. 

A. Strategical clan f r Pacific including SOLOMON Islands 
campaign, NM GUINEA campaign, ELLICE Islands - GILBERTS 
area, MARSHALL Islands area, ALEUTIAN operations and 
SURMA operations. S. Command relations in Pacific Area. 

0. US submarine operations in Pacific. D. Measures to be 
taken if and when Jap submarine attacks against our ship¬ 
ping are stepped up. E. Rase developments in Pacific 
including floating docks repair facilities etc. F. Amphib¬ 
ious Force Pacific. G. Shipping control. H. Analysis of 
actions. I. Offensive mining. J. Pacific air bases after 
the war. K. Relief of Marines by Army troops. L. Separate 
SeaFrontier and district for Alaska and Aleutians. M. 

Reliefs for Flag Officers retiring this year (Andrews, Simons, 
Downes, Snyder). N. Discussion of Cincpac serial 352 of Feb¬ 
ruary 3rd. 0. Possibility of reduction in total Naval person¬ 
nel due to manpower situation. P. Necessity for large numbers 
of personnel at advance bases. Q,. Possibility of relief of 
Small and Wiltsie for Flag Commands. R. Question of single 
agency to control assignment of personnel and cargo for 
Pacific areas. 

14 2209 CINCPAC to C0MS0PAC. Info COMINCH . 

Connection Ur 280913 refer my 102239 and comply Cominch 
122028. You are hereby delegated the authority to direct 
and coordinate the creation and development of administra¬ 
tive facilities and the oroad allocation of war materials 
in the South Pacific area. 

14 2357 CINCPAC to C0MS0PAC Info COMINCH. 

Most secret. For Admiral Halsey only for action and Admiral 
King info. This 1st of 2 parts. Para. Renuest your pro¬ 
posed operations for 4 months see Cominch 131250. Consider 
evacuation GUADALCANAL by Japs prooably indicates assumption 
of strategic defensive by them. If so they may intend op¬ 
pose us in SOLOMONS with Army troops shore based air naval 
light forces some submarines, releasing CVs cruisers sub¬ 
marines for raids on our outlying islands and our communica¬ 
tion lines. Can operations you contemplate be relied on to 
continue to pin down Jap Fleet to TRUK SOLOMONS area question. 
If not consider entire absence naval strength Hawaiian Area 
as now existing requires redistribution fleet by moving portion 
from Sopac. MOST SECRET. 
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15 0113 CINCPAC to COUSOPAC. Info COMINCH. (Part 2 of Cincpac 14 2357) 

Most Secret. Final part for Admiral Halseys action and 
Admiral wrings info only. Also desire your further views 
after conference Price on Cominch*s proposal for thrust 
into GILBERTS. Purpose this thrust to confuse Jap re¬ 
garding focal point of our action and support operations 
SOLOMONS Sea area. With this desired end should task be 
a raid or establishment permanent salient question. Also 
desire any alternative olan based on previously stated 
purpose and present forces available. Am arranging recce 
MAKIN to determine Dresence airfield. Please comment by 
February 17th. 

16 1445 CO MINCH to CINCPAC 

Treat this as most secret. For Admiral Nimitz only. 

Further items conference agenda my 131400. (S) Assignment 

of 2100 ton DD’s becoming available after June. Should 
they renlace 1600 tonners now in PacFit or be divided be¬ 
tween Atlantic and Pacific. (T) Establishment of "Naval 
Air Center Hawaiian Area" and aopointnent of Commander. 

(U) Assignment of 4 snuadrons of B- 24 s to Atlantic for 
Antisubmarine work versus Pacific reouirements. 

17 0617 C0MS0PAC to CINCPAC info COMINCH. 

Most secret for action Cincpac and info Cominch only. 
Desirability operations central and Sowespac to confuse Jap 
and for mutual support fully recognized and concurred in. 
Availability of forces is criterion. Orange position NEW 
GUINEA and Salomons is pegged by Rabaul. Strong offensive 
against Rabaul area is surest means of Dinning down Jap 
fleet strength to this area. Strike at Ellice Gilberts 
although diversionary does not advance us toward any 
critical objective, constitutes in fact a frontal attack, 
and sunoort of seized islands, unless prepared continue 
advance, would constitute constant tactical and logistic 
drain. We have initiative in Solomons area and my plans 
are to press against Rabaul area as fast as means permit 
correlating with MacArthurs onerations in New Guinea. Am 
occupying Russell on February 21st. Pronose to get troop 3 
into New Georgia by infiltration or other means at earliest 
nossible moment. With nresent forces I hope to take Munda 
Vila about mid April. Jan reaction to these operations 
will be indicative his attitude and the extent to which he 
dares withdraw fleet units. My estimate Jap cannot let 
Rabaul go since his entire Southern disoosition rests on 
Singanore Java Rabaul oosition. Jan has capability of 
making diversionary raids but I consider that for us to 
nermit him to force our disnersal frm focal noint Rabaul 
by such diversions at a time when we have gained initiative 
to go after it would be t) surrender that advantage, jll^ 
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17 0617 (Continued) 

on defensive not us. Reinforcement will permit me to 
step up tempo my operations. Withdrawal of fleet units 
will slow it down. Price not arrived yet, any additional 
views will be forwarded. 

13 2221 CINCPAC to C01,130?AC . 

Utmost Secret. Urdis 180102. Moving force now bases 
NANDI to HAVANNAH Harbor approved. This cancels restric¬ 
tion on operating Eatdiv THREE ships 'Vest of FIJIS. Ap¬ 
proval reorganization task forces now in Sopac area ex¬ 
cept for reconsolidation of squadrons and divisions into 
their normal tactical units held in abeyance pending 
receipt your proposals. 

20 0023 CQMSOPAC to CINCPAC. 


Reorganization proposed. Host Secret. Task Forces 11, 

16, 64, 67 as at present. Task force 18 Rear Admiral 
Hill BatDiv 4, 3 AC’s at HAVANNAH. Task Force 68 Rear 
Admiral Giffen, 2 CA’s, CruDiv 12 at HAVANNAH. All Task 
Forces except 18 with 8 DD’s 18 with 7. Destroyers being 
regrouped into own squadrons. 

21 0551 CTF 61 to COMSOPAC. Info COHINCH. CINCPAC. etc. 

Between 0530 and 1230 L (-11) 21st occupied RUSSEL 
ISLANDS with first eschelon of Army Navy and Marine troops 
totalling 4030 officers and enlisted. Third Raiders in 
PEPESALA. 2nd Battalion reinforced of 103rd combat team 
at RENARD SOUND. 43rd Division Headquarters First Bat¬ 
talion reinforced 103rd combat team light antiaircraft 
elements 11th Marine Defense Battalion at WERNHAM COVE. 
Naval base personnel and PT boats both at RENARD and 
WERNHAM. One months supplies 5 units of fire small amount 
engineering equipment landed. No enemy forces encountered 
up to 1500 L(-ll). All our naval vessels departed by 
1230 except 1 LCT with 2 damaged engines remained WERNHAM. 
Expect send one Army infantry battalion to PEPESALA to¬ 
night. This is ULTRA. It is considered highly probable 
that the enemy is not yet aware of this occupation and 
it is recommended that no public disclosure be made. 
CLEANSLATE will maintain radio silence for the present. 
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22 2146 RPC NOUMEA to CINCPAC. Gomdes 12. Comdespac. Ounav. etc . 

Reference proposed task force reorganization my 220025 
destroyers will be grouped by squadrons except as fol- 
lowes: Desdiv 15 and Desdiv 27 assigned to one task 
force. Desron 2 assigned as escorts to Comsopac pre¬ 
paratory to eventual NYD overhaul. Propose Desdivs 15 
and 27 be combined as temporary squadron (suggested 
snuadron number 3) with Captain Harold R. Holcomb present 
Comdesron 2 ordered as Comdesron 3. HiCom. Comdr. Arnold 
E. True now Comdesdiv 4 be ordered temporary command 
Comdesron 2. 

25 0616 CCHSOPAC to CINCPAC. CINCPAC ADMIN . 

Handle as most secret. Present plans contemnlate suf¬ 
ficient force available large scale operations NEW GEORGIA 
early April. For planning Dog Day is 10 April. Cincpac 
241628. Comsopac replying. However if reconnaissance 
now underway indicate feasibility infiltration troops 
into NEW GEORGIA will be initiated soonest practica)le. 


26 1022 CONSOPAC to CINCPAC Info CG SOPAC. CG 1st MAC, COMAIRPAC . 

Desire use the 2 battalions of paratroops now in Sopac 
during forthcoming operations. Lack of sufficient para¬ 
troops carrying air transports has limited jump training 
to individual qualifications. This is ultra. This being 
currently supplied by SCAT planes of MAG 25. In order 
provide air transport for simultaneous company and bat¬ 
talion jump training, for combat operation’s, and air 
logistic support up the SOLOMONS require 60 R4D1 planes 
be dispatched Sopac. Advise. 


27 1116 COMAIRSOPAC to COMSOPAC Info COMAIRSOLS, CINCPAC . 






This is my 271116 In two parts. This is part one . Treat 
this as most secret. Para 1. My opinion that Japs have 
established a major defense point In SIIORTLAND BUIN area 
protected from air attack by heavy concentration AA 
accurately controlled to above 20,000 ft. In addition over 
100 fighters stationed this area. Bulk of shipping is kept 
under combined protection of fighters and AA. Consider day 
heavy bombardment strikes against shipping so protected 
will result in prohibitive losses unless each strike of 12 
bombers or less is provided with 50 plane fighter escort, 

30 of v/hich employed as close cover. This will require 
assignment 160 fighters Corsair Lightning and Warhawk models 
to make two twelve plane strikes daily. As fighter opposi¬ 
tion reduced protective fighters can be reduced. Para 2. 

Day Liberator strikes are now opposed in force result neces¬ 
sity proceeding direct route due short fighter range. My 
opinion CLEANSLATE may permit some deception this connection 
but not decisive results. BUIN outside effective figh£4p£9 
range CLEANSLATE based Wildcats. End Part ONE . 












March 1st. 



(Oahu Date) 

The Pacific Ocean Areas were generally quiet. No 
strikes were reported in the SOLOMONS area. The CLEANSLATE 
operation continued according to plan. Today there are ap¬ 
proximately 9500 troops in the RUSSELLS. 

Bad weather in the ALEUTIANS caused a cancellation 
of all air activities. 


Cominch 011245 pink requests information on the CLEAN- 
SLATE operation. Cincpac 020117 pink requests information 
from Admiral Halsey. Comsopac 020455 pink is Admiral Halsey’s 
reply. 


There were no new enemy developments. 
March 2nd, (Oahu Date) 





Task Force 67 continues to operate Southeast of the 
SOLOMONS in support of the CLEAN°LATE operation. TF 68 will 
fuel tomorrow at ESPIRITU SANTO, then will proceed to bombard 
the VILA - MUNDA area. 


At 1030 (-11) March 3rd 10 SBD with 16 VF escorting 
bombed MUNDA. Between 0155 and 0500 (-11) March 3rd 10 PB^Ys 
bombed KAHILI and BALIALE. In this strike shipping was the 
primary target but the ships could not be seen on account of 
poor visibility. 

On March 2nd (-10) SWPac air made strikes on a convoy 
approaching the Northeast coast of NEW GUINEA and reported 2 
medium AKs sunk, one 7 to 9000 ton AP probably sunk, one small 
AK burning and possibly sunk, two medium AKs and one DD damaged. 

GTF 6l 020210 states airfield nossibilities in the RUS¬ 
SELLS. 

The MINNEAPOLIS and MISSISSIPPI arrived at PEARL today. 
After about one month of temporary reoair work at PEARL the 
MINNEAPOLIS will proceed to Mare Island for complete battle 
damage repair. The NEW MEXICO will leave EFATE for PEARL about 
March 8th (-11). 

Cincpac 030353 recommends that the Military Governor be 
discontinued at SAMOA upon the detachment of the present Mili¬ 
tary Governor - Brig. General Larsen, U.S.M.C. 

CTF 8 has asked for two or three OBB to bombard KISKA 
about March 12th.When highest quarters suggested such an opera¬ 
tion some months ago it was pointed out by Admiral Nimitz that 
that emDloyment of OBBs is not suitable. This view is still held 
here. 
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March 2nd. (Oahu Date) (Continued) 

CTF ft 030405 pink proposes the occupation of ATTU. This 
operation was studied by the Plans Section here in January (’43) 
and found to be suitable. The feasibility would depend upon 
commitments of transports elsewhere in the Pacific. 

Admiral Halsey informed Cincpac today that reliable in¬ 
formation based on ground reconnaissance indicates 10000 Japs 
now in the VILA area. If he bases his plans for a move into 
the NEW GEORGIA group on that figure we* can expect him to require 



all available Pacific troop carrying bottoms 




March 3rd. (Oahu Date) ^ 

Secret despatches describe repeated SWPac air strikes 
starting the 2nd (-10) on a Jap convoy approaching the North¬ 
east coast of NEW GUINEA. The information is not clear cut but 
it seems probable that 14 AK, 4 AP, and 4 DD were hit, and of 
these a number were sunk. Our air losses were remarkably small 
viz. 3 VB and 1 VF. ’ 

Comsopac 040631 describes air activities in the SOLOMONS. 
Two Jap planes were over GUADALCANAL from 2200 to 2305 (-11) 
the 4th. Four to six bombs were dropped which did no damage. 


Pacific Ocean Areas were generally quiet. 

Staff officers from SWPac and SoPac will arrive at PEARL 


March 6th [/ 9^) to discuss future operations in the Pacific 
Theatre. Preliminary discussions on this subject were con¬ 
ducted by Admiral Nimitz today. While no definite decisions 
were reached several proposals were explored. Cincpac 040341 
pink and 040315 deal with ALEUTIAN situation. 


There were no new enemy developments. 
March 4th . (Oahu Date) 

The planned bombardment of VILA and MUNDA 


fag, 



the night of March 5-6 (-11) by TF 60. Rear Admiral Merrill reported 
that he sank two enemy cruisers in that area, but uLhui uviaumuj bul 
other evidence indicates that these enemy vessels were large destroy¬ 
ers. At 0715 (-11) 5th 10 TBF escorted by 15 VF bombed MUNDA. Two 
of nine PB4Ys which bombed the BUIN area from 0400 to 0420 (-11) 5th 
failed to return. Of 15 PB4Ys recently sent to SOPAC at least six 
have been lost. 


TF 67 continues to operate to the southeast of the SOLOMONS. 


The carrier and battleship forces in SOPAC are in port. In connection 
with large fuel expenditures in the SOPAC, Cincpac 042315 Is a warning 
that fuel must be conserved. , 


(Continued) 
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March 4th , (Oahu Date) (Continued) 

Cincpac 022045 pink deals with plans for seizure of the 
VILA-MUNDA area. 

Admiral Halsey suggested sending the WASHINGTON to 
AUSTRALIA for installation of 40 mm guns. Both Cincpac and 
Cominch did not favor this plan. On several occasions Admiral 
King has intimated that our ships should not go to AUSTRALIA 
except for urgent battle damage repairs (Cominch 041410) (Cincpac 
050145 pink). 

Cincpac 050111 directs Com 14 to proceed with the MIDWAY 
dredging project. 


General De Witt’s 042017 pink requests views of ComGen 


ALASKA regarding an occupation of a position in the NEAR ISIANDS. 


We believe that main enemy combatant strength is in the 


general area between TRUK and the EMPIRE. Lack of w definite infor¬ 
mation continues to raise the possibility of an enemy raid in force 
on our Central Pacific positions. A raid in force on PEARL is 
possible but not probable. 

^ (a ^ 

March 5th . ^ ^ 6 -*^ 

Comsopac 060559 summarizes air operations in the SOLOMONS 
SEA area. Between 1347 and 1427 (-11) March 6th about 12 enemy 
dive bombers with 25 zeros escorting attacked our positions in the 
RUSSELL ISLANDS. Our losses were extremely light. Four enemy 
planes were reported shot down. 


Pacific Ocean Areas were otherwise quiet. 
Admiral Nimitz discussed Gene 

r O flnri TURTT'R * ^ 5nT minlio o 



Tasks TWO and THREE in the SOLOMONS S^n. 


from the South and Southwest Pacific will arrive at PEARL to¬ 
morrow for further discussion. What decision the Joint Chiefs 
of Staff will make as regards the large means called for by 
General MacArthur remains to be seen. In the meantime early de¬ 
cision must be made in WASHINGTON regarding Admiral Halsey’s 
present plan to move into the NEW GEORGIA group April 10th, as 
General MacArthur’s plan defers this move until operations in the 
HUON GULF area are completed. Furthermore, under General MacArthur’s 
plan, CinC SWPAC will set the date for the NEW GEORGIA move. 


There were no new enemy developments. 
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March 6th . (Oahu Date) 

Comsooac 070440 describes operations for the day in the 
Couth p acific. The Central Pacific was quiet. Bad weather in 
the ALEUTIAN? halted offensive air activity. 

Comairsopac 062147 pink refers to use of an ACV to move 
an ACORN. 


GTF P 070115 two cart nink approves an operation to 
establish an airfield in the HEAR Islands. Cincpac will direct 
CTF 3 to make the necessary study. 

Staff officers from the South and Southwest Pacific ar¬ 
rived in PEARL today. Admiral Nimitz will confer with them re¬ 
garding General MacArthur’s plan tomorrow. 

There were no new enemy developments. 

March 7th . (Oahu time) 

Staff Officers from the South and Southwest Pacific con¬ 
ferred with Admiral Nimitz today and left in the afternoon for 
WASHINGTON. Rear Admiral Spruance and Captain Small also left for 
WASHINGTON to attend the conference on General MacArthur’s plan. 
Admiral Nimitz expressed general views, on future moves in the 
Pacific campaign. It was agreed that the Joint Chiefs of Staff 
would be requested to approve Admiral Halsey's plan to move into 
MUNDA about April 10th without waiting for proposed operations in 
the HUON GULF. Admiral Nimitz pointed out that we must be most 
economical in fuel expenditures in the Pacific. Possible losses 
in the Atlantic this coming spring and summer may require tanker 
withdrawals from the Pacific. The pressing need of increased air 
strength in the Pacific Theatre also was mentioned. While no 
decisions were reached it is believed that all hands profited by 
the exchange of views. 

On the 6th and 7th (-11) the TRITON probably sank four AKs 
In a convoy of six north of the HERMIT ISLANDS. 

Between 2300 and 0032 6-7 March (-11) 3 B-24s harassed 
enemy shore positions at KAHILI, VILA, and MUNDA. At 2121 (-11) 
March 6th an enemy plane dropped four bombs in the water north 
of No. 2 fighter strip GUADALCANAL. No damage was done. 

Comsopac 080650 gives plans for TF operations for the next 
three weeks. His 080052 pink again requests 60 R4D1 planes for 
his area. 

Cincpac 072353 pink refers to employment of an ACV to move 
ACORN 5 and to the employment of the 12th defense battalion. 


,,VW\ 
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March 7th . (Oahu time) (Continued) 

At 1000 (/10) 7th, 4 P-40s attacked KISKA. During that 
afternoon 10 medium and 6 heavy bombers attacked KISKA. 

There were no new enemy developments. ^ UA\^ 


March 8th. (Oahu time) 


*jrrr( 


During the night 8-9 March (-11) three liberators har¬ 
assed enemy positions at KAHILI, RALLALE, MU1JDA, and VILA. At 
1010 the 9th (-11) 11 T3F, 18 3RD escorted by 31 VF attacked 
MTJNDA starting three large fires and hitting AA positions. 

TF 67 continues to operate to the Southeast of the 
°0L0M0NS. The force is covering logistic movements to the 
GUADALCANAL area. Other SOPAC task forces are in port. Today 
there are approximately 10,865 troops (including CBs) in the 
KUSSELLS. 


Reconnaissance showed approximately 300,000 tons of 
enemy vessels anchored yesterday at RABAUL. No major combat¬ 
ant units were seen there. 


The Pacific Ocean areas continue generally quiet. 

On the 7th (/ 10) Army planes bombed and strafed enemy 
installations at ATTU. The S-31 left for patrol against enemy 
fishing near KAMCHATKA. 

It appears that SV/PAC air has been very effective in 
attacks on enemy attempts to reinforce and supply positions on 
the northeast coast of NEV/ GUINEA. There are indications that 
the enemy is short of food and ammunition in that area. Also, 
indications continue that the enemy is having considerable 
difficulty in supplying sufficient planes to the SOLOMONS Sea 
area. At KISKA the landing strip is a )out 80$ completed. In 
the near future we can expect the enemy to attempt to bring 
land based VF to KISKA. 

March 9th . (Oahu time) 

TF 67 will fuel at ESPIRITU SANTO tomorrow and ttien 
continue to operate to the Southeast of the SOLOMONS. All other 
major SOPAC task forces remain in normal ports. 

At 0745 (-11) 10th 18 SBD, 12 TBF escorted by 31 VF 
attacked VILA. All our planes returned. PB4Ys continued to 
harass the enemy at KAHILI, MUNDA, and VILA. Comsopac 100534 
Is an operations summary for his area. 



(Continued) 


1444 
















DECLASSIFIED 


•segrst ^ ^ 

March 9th . (Oahu time) (Continued) 

At 1310 (-11) 10th about 10 enemy dive bombers escorted 
by 12 zeros attempted to attack the RUSSELLS. Our intercepting 
planes shot down 3 zeros and one dive bomber. Damage inflicted 
by the enemy was not reported. 

Combatdiv 6 090812 pink recommends postponement forma¬ 

tion Batdiv 8 as contemplated by Cominch 

The SU1IPISH reported two sure hits in a ship of the 
ASAMA MARU type off the east CHINA coast on March 9 (-8). The 
S-32 probably sank an enemy DD off HOLTZ BAY (ATTU) today. 

There were no new enemy developments. 


March 10th. (Oahu time) 

Sopac operations are covered in Comsopac 110635. PBYs 
harassed enemy positions in the central SOLOMONS early morning 
(-11) March 11th. 

The PERMIT on patrol off OMINATO reported a large ice 
pack at Lat. 41, Long. 144 East. It is unusual for ice to be 
this far south. The PERMIT also reported sinking two AKs and 
one samoan. 

Comnorpac 110720 is a description of an unusually heavy 
strike on KISKA made today. 

Rear Admiral Spruance will be directed to confer with 
General DeWitt regarding possible JACKBOOT operations (Comgen 
WDC 102038 pink). 

Comsopac 070911 and Cominch 082126, both pink, deal 
with the unsatisfactory situation at NEW CALEDONIA. 

An enemy raid in force on our outlying North and Central 
Pacific positions continues to be a possibility. ^ 




1445 















DECLASSIFIED 

■ssreiaT 


March 11th. (Oahu Time) 

TF 67, after fueling at ESPIRITU SANTO today, will operate 
to the Southeast of the SOLOMONS. All other major Sopac task 
forces remain in normal ports. Between 0115 and 0330 (-11) 

March 12 three Liberators harassed enemy positions in the Central 
SOLOMONS. 


The AULICK struck a reef near NOUMEA on the 10th (-11) and 
was badly damaged. She may have to be towed to PEARL for repairs. 

Comsopac 121105 is a directive for bombardment of VILA on 
March 16 (-11) by 4 DDs. 

Enemy Dianes dropped seven 100# bombs near the METAPATA 
river (GUADALCANAL) between 1947 and 2135 (-11) March 12. No 
damage was done. 

Comsopac 110315 is a directive to TF 11 and Crudiv 12 for 
training exercises March 15 to 17 (-11). 


The Russian SS ILMAN was sunk by three torpedoes in Lat. 
30-56 N., 136-30 E. Ip is just possible that the SAWFISH caused 
this sinking, but we hope not. 


Bad weather halted air operations in the ALEUTIANS. In 
his 111221 Dink Cominch states that the Joint Chiefs of Staff 
look with favor on the JACKBOOT operation. 


There were no new enemy developments. 

*f rrrf 

March 12th. (Oahu Time) 




At 2008 (-11) 12th 21 TBF attacked MUNDA with 1000# bombs 
starting two fires. One Diane failed to return. At 1020 (-11) 
12th 18 SBDs escorted by 23 VF attacked VILA. KAHILI and BALLALE 
were harassed by night flying B-24s. 


Comsopac 130247 pink tells General MacArthur of his plan to 
occupy MUNDA about April 10th. 

A Sowespac submarine expended four torpedoes to sink an 
abandoned AK. It is not clear why torpedoes were used instead of 
gunfire. We cannot afford to waste torpedoes. 

Cominch despatch favoring the JACKBOOT operation noted 
yesterday was imoleraented by Cincpac 130103, 130125, 130151, all 
pink. 


An aerial reconnaissance of HOWLAND and BAKER today was 
negative. 
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March 12th . (Oahu date) (Continued) 

Bad weather prevented major air operations 
There were no new enemy developments. 


in the ALEUTIANS, 

Cm l ^ 


March 13th. (Oahu date) 

Bad weather prevented air strikes in the SOLOMONS today. 
Pacific Ocean Areas were unusually quiet. Comnorpac 140605 is 
a summary for his area. 

Com US Nav Forces Europe 112332 pink describes General 
DeGtialle's action to improve Admiral Halsey's relations' with the 
French in NEW CALEDONIA. 

Comsopac 140413 pink gives aerial mining plans for the 
BUIN area. 


Coragen ’7DC 132210 three part pink raises the command question 
for the JACKBOOT operation. It was answered by Cincpac 
pink. 


There were no new enemy developments. 
March 14th. (Oahu date) 



At 1710 (-11) the 15th 12 S3D escorted by 25 VF attacked 
MUNDA. At 1735 (-11) same afternoon 12 S3D escorted by 4 VF 
attacked VILA. These strikes were made in order to neutralize 
the strips prior to bombardment by 4 DDs planned to follow about 
eight hours later. 


Cominch 122204 pink suggests employment of a tactical group 
of 4 to 6 submarines in the SOLOMONS Sea. 

CvO dj 

Because of one propeller shaft, the NORTH CAROLINA will 
proceed to PEARL for docking and repairs. 

Cominch 141507 pink approves Cincpac set-up for JACKBOOT 
except withdrawal of AKs from Sopac. 

Joint Chiefs of Staff 132021 requests comment on a pro¬ 
posal to set up a special staff to coordinate and handle all 
phases of radio and radar counter-measures. 


The enemy continued to improve his positions in north 
NEW GUINEA. There are some indications that three or four CVs 
are training in Empire waters. It is probable that Russian 
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March 14th. (Oahu date) (Continued) 

merchant ships are being routed to U.S.A. via TSUCHIMA STRaIT. 

If this^is true it will complicate our submarine activities 
off HONSrIU. . V/e are directed to conduct unrestricted submarine 
warfare against Japan. This does not mean that we can sink: 
an£ ship encountered. All reasonable precautions must be taken 
to prevent the sinking of neutral shipping. uU/^ 

March 15th . (Oahu date) 

During the night 15-16 March (-11) four DDs bombarded 
VILA. Our force met no enemy opposition and suffered no casual¬ 
ties. The following morning at 0635, 20 SBD escorted by 20 VP 
made a strike on VILA. Comsopac 160553 Is his operations summary 
for the 15th (-11). 

The Joint Chiefs of Staff have directed submarine oper¬ 
ations off MALACCA STRAIT (Comsowespac 160844). 

The S-32 on patrol in the western ALEUTIANS probably 
sank an I-class sub entering HOLTZ BAY and may have destroyed 
a DD or CM. 


Cominch 151620 pink requests Cincpac conclusion regard¬ 
ing maintaining a task force in the Central Pacific. Cincpac 
has already made the first move to do that as shown by his iLi-i- 1 *7 
pink. In the same despatch Cincpac gives a very brief estimate 
of enemy strength for Central or North Pacific operations anci 
estimated present enemy intentions. [Mu' 

March 16th. (Oahu date) ^IfYrv/' 


Bad weather in the SOLOMONS Sea area prevented all 
strikes. Usual harassing nlanes were over BALLALE KAHILI, 
I.TUNDA, VILA and VIRU during the night March 16-17 (-11). 


A coast watcher reports that the bombardment group 
which shelled VILA March 5 (-11) sank a ship off STANKORE plan¬ 
tation carrying 500 men for MUIJDA. Three survivors were 
liquidated. 


There are about 12,000 troops now in the LttJSSELL Islands. 

Comnorpac 160811 three part is a summary of heavy air 
attacks on KISKA the 15th (/ 10). 

Cincpac (170157 pink) considers it desirable to have 
an organization at PEARL to handle radio and radar deception. 


(Continued) 
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March 16 th. (Oahu Date) (Continued) 

Cincpac 162223 pink concurs in Coininch proposal to 


provide for the "Wolf pack" type of operation (previously 
noted) and in his 170121 pink he directed Comsubpac to plan and 
train for such operations. No reply has been received from 
Admiral Halsey to Cincpac request for his views on this sub¬ 
ject. 




There were no new enemy developments. UViM- 

March 17th . (Oahu date) 

During the night 17-10 March (-11) B-17s harassed 


KAHILI, BALLALE and VILA. At 1645 (-11) March 18 eleven SBD 
escorted by sixteen VF attacked VILA. 


At 1003 (/10) 16th 8 P-33, six heavy and six medium 


bombers attacked KISKA. Hits were observed on enemy installations. 
That afternoon at 1340 (/lO) eight VF from AMCHITKA engaged eight 
enemy planes 20 miles south of KISKA shooting down two sure and 
four probable. Our planes were not damaged. 


The TRIGGER on patrol between PALAO and RABAUL near the 


equator reported sinking an 7000 ton AP. Considerable enemy 
shipping was seen in this area. 


ComGen WDC 171900 pink 2 part requests authorization of 


the JACKBOOT operation. His 172239 seven part pink Is the proposed 
joint directive for the operation. CTF 51 180105 pink requests 
more naval forces than were contemplated by Rear Admiral Kinkaid 
for the JACKBOOT operation. He is particularly worried about AKAs. 
We are not sure that General DeWitt has solved the AKA problem and 
will query Cominch. Cincpac 1 1 > o7> I pink requests CTF 16 comments 
on the above despatches, and Cincpac 19 *2 o U pink recommends to 
Cominch that the JACKBOOT operation be ordered. 

There are some indications that the enemy is planning 
some sort of a move in the ALEUTIANS within the next six or seven 


weeks. 
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March 18th. (Oahu Date) 




Air activities in the South Pacific were limited to 
usual searches and a fighter sweep in the central SOLOMONS. 

Our light forces continue to operate in the southern SOLOMONS 
and in the area to the southeast of the SOLOMONS. 

Comsopac 180335 two part pink gives views regarding 
coordinated submarine operations. 

Comsopac 190532 is an operations summary. 

Cincpac 102202 gives plans and objectives for an 
army strike on TARAWA and NAURU. 

In the north Pacific bad weather balked planned air 
strikes and searches from ADAK. CTF 16 190300 pink concurs in 
CTF 51 naval force requirements for JACKBOOT. Cincpac 182333 
pink discusses forces for JACKBOOT. Cincpac also suggests to 
CTF 16 the desirability of additional bulk fuel oil storage in 
the ALEUTIANS. 


Photo reconnaissance of the RABAUL KAVIENG area on 
the lOth(-ll) showed 112 VF and 162 VB. This strengthens the 
belief that the enemy counts heavily on air for defense of /V 

positions in the SOLOMONS sea area. rryrf 


March 19th. (Oahu Date) ^ 

On both the 19th and 20th (-11) at 1650 S3Ds with 
VF escort made strikes in the NEW GEORGIA area. 1000/; "daisy 
cutters" now being used in these strikes are reported to be a 
great improvement over the standard bomb. 


Forty-two aerial mines were planted in the BUIN area 
by 42 T3F from GUADALCANAL beginning at 2040 (-11) March 20th. 

Nine B17's and 9 - B24’s attacked searchlights and AA instal¬ 
lations prior, during, and after the minelaying operation. 

Com 3rd Fleet 200613 is an operations summary. 

At 1105 CrCT 19th (/ 11) an unreported number of enemy 
4 engine flying boats dropped bombs on CANTON Island. Details 
of this aerial raid are not yet available. 

During the morning of the 19th four P3B’s, 12 lightnings, 
six medium and six heavy bombers attacked KITKA. On the 15th 
and 16th of March a total of 1B5,300 pounds of bombs were dropped 
on KIFKA. 


(Continued) 
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March 19th. (Oahu Date) 


(Continued) 


Cincnac 200147 pink expresses general accord with the 


views of Admiral Halsey on coordinated submarine operations. 
Comsubpac 192345 pink gives views on the same subject. 

CTF 51 190135 pink amnlifies his remarks on the JAGKBOOT 
operation, nctejL . 


CTF 16 will shift his headquarters to ADAK tomorrow. 


Cincpac 200237 directs increased AA protection at FUNA¬ 
FUTI. 



There are no new enemy developments. 


March 20th. (Oahu Date) 

At 1640 (-11) March 21st eleven S3D escorted by 15 VF 
attacked VILA and MUNDA. Heavy AA fire was encountered at MUNDA. 


All Pacific Ocean areas were ouiet. The TO under Rear 


Admiral Merrill continues to operate to the Southeast of the 
SOLOMONS. Major Sopac task forces are in normal norts. 

Had weather in the ALEUTIANS caused the cancellation of 
all planned air attacks. 


Cominch lS2000pink requests comment on 33 assignments 


in the Pacific. This despatch was generally concurred in by 
Cincpac in his 210242 pink. 

There seems a good nossibility that the Japs will order 
submarines to attack our lines of communication between the 
SAMOAN area and AUSTRALIA. Major enemy strength is believed in 
the general area between TRUK and the Empire. There is a rather 


large amount of shipning indicated in the MARIANAS. The sig¬ 
nificance of this is not yet clear. 
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March 21st (Oahu Date) 

Today was extremely quiet in both the South and Central 
Pacific areas. No strikes were made in the SOLOMONS SEA area and 
no important enemy forces were sighted by the searches. Five 
flights from AMCHITKA and one flight from ADAK bombed KISKA today. 
Results were not observed. 

Yesterday commencing at 2043 (-11) 40 SBDs each dropped 
one Mark 12 mine off BUIN. 

Crudiv 12 continued to operate to the southeast of the 
SOLOMONS. Major SOPAC task forces were in normal ports. 

It seems probable that the S-32 sank one DD and one I-class 
submarine during a patrol off ATTU just completed. 

There is good indication that the enemy plans to construct 
an airfield on ATTU in the near future. 

March 22nd (Oahu Date) 

Activities in the SOLOMONS Sea area were limited to 
normal searches and logistic moves. Crudiv 12 continues to 
operate to the southeast of the SOLOMONS. In answer to Cincpac 
Query on this type of operation Comsopac sent his 220400 pink. 
Cincpac is still not in agreement with this placement of the 
cruiser destroyer group to accomplish stated objectives and 
points out the advantages which accrue by the use of the anchor¬ 
age at PORT PURVIS. (Cincpac _ pink). 

Comairsopac plans to bombard NAURU with B-24’s during 
the daylight of March 25th (-11). 

Two enemy planes dropoed bombs on the bomber strip at 
GUADALCANAL between 2050 and midnight (—11) the 22nd. There 
were no personnel casualties reported but at least 3 B-24's and 
one B-17 were destroyed. Dispersal near that field is not good. 

It mav be that now we have too many planes at GUADALCANAL (over 

300 ). 

Comsowespac reports the loss of the GRAMPUS and AMBER- 
JACK while on patrol in the SOLOMONS sea area. Both submarines 
are now long overdue. 


(jjL^ 


Comsopac has recommended to Cominch that the project 
to lengthen the dry dock at WELLINGTON be cancelled. 

A submarine was sighted and attacked off FANNING ISLAND 
during the afternoon today. 


Joint Chiefs of Staff 221939 pink directs the occupa¬ 
tion of ATTU as soon as practicable. A modified version of 
General De'./itt’s proposed joint directive for this was requested 
(Cincpac 230425 pink). xi W 


(Continued) 
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March 22nd (Oahu Date) (Continued) 

Oomsubpacs pronosal for wolf rack operations is satis¬ 
factory to Cominch. 

Cincpac 230341 establishes a Central Pacific Force under 
Vice Admiral Leary. 

There were no new enemy developments. 

March 25rd (Oahu Date) 

Enemy planes were reported over TULAGI today but the time 
and number not reported. SOLOMONS sea activities were limited 

to normal searches and logistic moves. Comsopac 240600 is an 
operation summary. 

At 0805 (/9-g-) today officers and lookouts on board the 
PIKE sighted an unidentified periscope six miles southeast of 
BARBER’S Point (Oahu). This probably was an enemy submarine. 

In his 232109 pink, Cincpac suggests the use of Port 
PURVIS by cruisers and destroyers (see Comsopac 220400 pink, 
previously noted). 

In response to a query from Cincpac Comsubpac 240230 pink 
recommends against sending four sub 3 to SWPac at this time. Cincpac 
concurs in this in his 3 pink 

CGV/DC two part 231930 - 251940 states troops for JACKBOOT 
operation will be as previously noted. As certain changes are 
indicated because of reported airfield construction on ATTU the 
joint directive will be submitted to General DeWitt and Admiral 
King for concurrance before issue. 

Comnorpacfor 230801 is an operation’s summary for that area. 
March 24th (Oahu Date) 

Com 3 rd Fleet 250607 is an operations summary for his 
area. CTF IB with two cruisers and 4 DD will leave E3PIRITU 
SANTO about zero hours GOT March 29 to patrol southeast of the 
SOLOMONS. Bad weather halted air operations in the ALEUTIANS. 
Comnorpac 240B50 gives AMCHITKA airfield progress. 

Cincpac 242301 does not agree with Comsopacs recommenda¬ 
tion to cancel the project to lengthen the dry dock at ./ELLINGTON. 

Joint Chiefs of Staff six part 232357 pink gives planned 
additions to ground and troop strength in the SOPAC and SWPAC. 



w 


(V 


(Continued) 
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Larch 24th (Oahu Date) (Continued) 

Rear Admiral Rockwell apparently thought that the 
VICTORIOUS group would be available to him for the JACKBOOT 
operation. This is not the case and he was so informed. 

Cominch contemplates returning the VICTORIOUS to the 
British when the situation here can oe handled without her. 


It is probable that the enemy will make further nuisance 
raids on CANTON during the next few days. There were no new 
enemy developments beyond this. xrfrr 


March 25th (Oahu Date) 


From 0506 to 0610 (-11) the 27th 5 Airsopac B-24’s at¬ 
tacked NAURU INLAND. No strikes were made in the SOLOMONS Sea 
area. Enemy planes were reported over GUADALCANAL last night. 

Comsopac 260740 establishes a Marine aviation command 
in the South Pacific area. 


Two enemy planes dropped bombs on CANTON shortly after 
midnight the 27 th (/ 11). Minor damage was reported. 

The KINGFI3H returning from patrol off the East China 
Coast reported sinking one large loaded AP, one trawler, and 
the probable sinking of one AK. An enemy depth charge attack 
did considerable damare to the KINGFISH. 

Comnornac 260750 two part is an operation summary. 

The enemy is expected to escort some Marus to the 'Western 
ALEUTIANS to arrive st ATTU in the next day or so. This is not 
to be considered as a major enemy move. j 

\rcrr 
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March 26 th (Oahu Date) 

Connorpac 270805 tv/o part describes the action today in 
which the SALT LAKE CITY, RICHMOND, and DD screen engaged a 
superior enemy force reported composed of 2 CA, 2 CL, 4 DD, 2 
Marus. While we do not know definitely the Jap intentions, it 
is believed probable that this enemy force was en route ATTU 
with men and materials for airfield construction there. 

At 0144(/11) the 26th and 0216(/ll) single enemy planes 
bombed CANTON. 


The FINBACK sank one AK and damaged another AK in an 
attack on an enemy convoy near PALAO today. 

Enemy planes were over GUADALCANAL again last night. 
Slight damage from bombs dropped was reported. 

Six Catalinas bombed NAURU early the morning of the 
26th (-11). 

At 1312 (-11) 27th 9 TBF escorted by 12 VF bombed MUNDA. 
At 1317 (-11) the sane day 9 TBF with 10 VF bombed VILA. At 
1530 (-11) 27th 6 SBD escorted by 7 VF bombed and strafed UGELI 
(Rendova Island). 


In his 260535 Consopac remarks on the drydock lengthening 
project at WELLINGTON. 

Vm7 

There v/ere no new enemy developments. [ t*-Vv 

March 27th (Oahu Date) 


Air search to 200 miles west of ATTU failed to locate any 
part of the enemy force which was engaged by Rear Admiral McMorris’ 
group yesterday. It seems probable that the enemy was turned back. 
However, we must expect that they will return in the near future -- 
possibly with increased strength. Available to reinforce CTF 16 
are: Batdiv 2 and one Desdiv now on the West Coast; the SANTA FE 
and one Desdiv at PEARL, but not ready for about 10 days; units of 
SOPAC forces, which would take almost a month to transfer to ALASKA. 

No strikes v/ere made in the SOLOMONS SEA area today, and 
air searches were limited by bad v/eather. Comsopac 280137 pink 
comments on the deferment of the MUNDA operation as suggested by 
the Joint Chiefs of Staff. Cincpac concurs in Comsopac comments 
but will not comment on redeployment of the Pacific Fleet until the 
return of Rear Admiral Spruance from Washington. 

Four enemy bombers approaching FUNAFUTI were intercepted 
by two of our VF. One enemy plane was shot down and the others 
escaped to the north. 

Cominch concurs with Cincpac views that the completion of 
the Calliope project is essential. 145^ 

(Continued next page) 
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March 27th (Oahu Date) 


(Continued) 




On completion of the JACKBOOT operation the NEVADA will 
be sent to the ATLANTIC. The SOUTH DAKOTA will remain in the 
ATLANTIC until about May 1st. 


The enemy is indicated to be strengthening positions in 
the MARSHALLS and GILBERTS. Twelve fighters are to be stationed 
at MILLE, MAKIN, and TARAWA. 


March 28th (Oahu Date) 



In the North Pacific all air searches and strikes were 
cancelled due to bad weather. No further word was received re¬ 
garding the enemy force encountered west of ATTU day before 
yesterday. Rear Admiral McMorris* group is enroute DUTCH HARBOR. 
It seems probable that the SALT LAKE CITY and the BAILEY will 
have to go to a navy yard for battle damage repairs. It now ap¬ 
pears that the SANTA EE can replace the SALT LAKE CITY for the 
JACKBOOT operation. 

TF IS will make a sweep of the KOLA GULF area on nights 
of April 1-2 and 2-3 (-11). On the first night the force will 
only sweep for enemy ships. On the second night, if no enemy 
ships are encountered, VILA and MUMDA will be bombarded. 

Com 3rd Fleet 290635 is an operations summary. At 
0410 (-11) the 29 th 13 aerial mines were dropped in the BUIN area. 
This makes a total of 94 of these mines dropped in that area dur¬ 
ing the past month. 


Connaveu 251754 gives the status of the French Governor 
at NEW CALEDONIA regarding his relations with Comsopac. 


There were no new enemy developments. 
March 29th (Oahu date) 



At 1500 (-11) March 31, 16 SBD escorted by 23 VF bombed 
MUNDA. Part of TF 18 continues to operate to the southeast of 
the SOLOMONS. 

op+'t'c* +/• ns The Joint Chiefs of Staff 291803 is a directive for 
Ta- olc 2 in the SOLOMONS Sea area. * 

In reply to a Cominch euery Cincpac 300325Skives plans 
to reinforce CTF 16 . No further word was received regarding 
Rear Admiral McMorris’ force. 



@ 
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There were no new enemy developments 
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March 30th 


'Bad weather in the ^OLQMONS Sea area hannered air 
operations. Com 3rd Fleet 310635 is an operations summary for 
the 30th (-11). At least six shins including about three large 
DDs were tracked by our night search planes from 2255 (-11) 30th 
to OHO (-11) the 31st in the VELLA LAVELLA area. No landing 
was observed. 


Comsopac nronoses to lay a nine field in the LULA Gulf 
(Mark 6). Cincpac concurs. 

Admiral Halsey was asked for his estimate of Pac Fleet 
forces required by the NEW SOLOMONS Sea directive in Cincpac 
302013 pink. 


Cincpac 3118 4-1 pink is a joint directive for the 
seizure and occunation of ATTU and the construction of an air¬ 
field in the NEAR ISLANDS. 


There were no new enemy developments. 
March 31st (Oahu date) 




At 1040 (-11) April 1st 41 own VF engaged 30 - 40 zeros 
over the RUSSELLS shooting down 16 zeros. We lost six fighters. 
Com 3rd Fleet 010621 is an operation summarv for the 31st-lst 
(- 11 ). 


Comsopac 010111 pink is Admiral Halsey's estimate of 
Pac Fleet forces required prior to and during the proposed of¬ 
fensive in the SOLOMONS Sea Area. Cincpac has proposed to Corn- 
inch the withdrawal of 3 CA’s and one Desdiv from the S0PAC to 
reinforce CTF 16. Further withdrawals probably will be made to 
reinforce the Central Pacific Force. 

Comnorpac 310915 and 312025 describe attacks on KISKA 
on March 30th (/ 10). 

CTF 16 310322 two part pink gives an estimate of forces 
required at this time. The NAR.JHAL and NAUTILUS will be converted 
to troop carriers and sailed to the ALEUTIANS, arriving there 
about May 1st. Cincpac has offered the NEW MEXICO and MISSISSIPPI 
to CTF 16 for the LANDCRAB operation. CTF 51 plans to sail the 
NEVADA and IDAHO for the North Pacific April 7th. 

There were no new enemy developments. 
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01 0550 C0MS0PAC to ALL TFC SOPAC, SUBCOMSERONSOPAC. etc-r 

Short title SOPACORG 2. Present Intention reorganize 
SOPAC task forces as follows: 


Task Force 
Task Force 
Task Force 

Task Force 

Task Force 

Task Force 


11 - Radm Ramsey SARATOGA, SAN JUAN, 8 DDs. 

16 - Radm Sherman ENTERPRISE, SAN DIEGO, 8 DDs. 

18 - Radm Hill MARYLAND, COLORADO, SUWANNEE, 
SANGAMON, CHENANGO, 7 DDs. 

64 - Radm Lee WASHINGTON, NORTH CAROLINA, INDIANA, 
MASSACHUSETTS, 8 DDs. 

67 - Radm Ainsworth NASHVILLE, HONOLULU, HELENA, 

ST. LOUIS, 8 DDs. 

68 - Radm Giffen WICHITA, LOUISVILLE, Comcrudiv 

12 Radm Merrill MONTPELIER, COLUMBIA, 
CLEVELAND, DENVER, 8 DDs. 


TFs 63 Vadm Fitch and 62 Radm Turner remain unchanged. 
Destroyer escorts and DMs remain under Comsopac in TF 66. 
Senior officer of each type in Sopac will act as Type Com. 


Propose initially base task forces as follows, TFs 11 and 
64 at NOUMEA, TFs 16 and 67 ESPIRITU SANTO, TFs 18 and 68 
HAVANNAH. Assignment destroyers by separate despatch. 


SOPACORG 2 will be made effective by originator. 

02 0210 CTF 61 to COMSOPAC Info COMAIRSOPAC,CINCPAC.SENAV GUADALCANAL 


In reply your 280510. After 2 days In RUSSELLS Colonel 
Weir my staff expresses opinion airfield conditions are 
favorable. Consensus is that 3500 foot strip with Marston 
mat and some dispersal areas can be operating within 6 
weeks and that extensions to over 5000 feet can then be 
well in hand. Ample construction equipment and personnel 
for immediate needs are now here and will be pushed in as 
rapidly as possible. Para. Understand 21st Marine Air 
Group will be assigned CLEANSLATE. Recommend that group 
less planes and flight personnel be sent CACTUS on arrival 
Sopac. If this group plus 10th defense are assigned this 
force at an early date we should be able to transport them 
to CLEANSLATE by increments in time for them to prepare 
their installations and to be fully operable by the time 
the field is ready for planes to use. 
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03 0353 CIHCPAC to COMINCH Info COMSOPAC. COMGENSAMOA. COMDT MARCORPS . 

Urdls 082116. Marcorps 092017. Mydis 240032. Halseys 
010402. Recommend discontinue military governor from 
detachment Gen. Larsen authority Naval (Civil) Governor 
derived from President as Commander in Chief and comes 
from military source hence see no technical involvement 
for authority of senior officer exercising unity command. 
Unnecessary specifically designate either Comgen SAMOA 
or his Chief of Staff to exercise present functions mili¬ 
tary governor. Such functions would be discharged by 
present Naval Governor subject to military direction by 
officer exercising unity of command. 

04 0631 COMSOPAC to CINCPAC Info NZNB. COMSQWEPPAC. ALL TF COMS SOPAC. 

Sowespac air estimates 11 ships sunk as result determined 
strikes 2nd and 3rd against LAE bound convoy. Undermined 
number damaged. 6,000 enemy reported occupying MADANG. 
Liberator strike to BUIN area predawn 4th saw no shipping 
dropped bombs KAHILA BALLALE. SBD’s with Wildcat escort 
struck MUNDA 0720 love (-11) 4th starting 4 fires. Wild¬ 
cats strafed VIRU on return. Native scouts say Jap ves¬ 
sel hit by bombers off VELLA Feb 27th sank dawn 1st. Own 
air activities 3rd. 2 fighters strafed cutter off IRINGILL 
0740 love left craft aflame. 10 SBD’s gave MUNDA drome 
its daily pounding. 

04 0315 CINCPAC to CTF 8. 

Your 030355 negative. Operation does not - (See Pink). 

04 2315 CINCPAC to COMSOPAC Info COMSER 'ORPAC. COMSERONSQPAC. etc. 

Fuel expenditures in Sopac during past month plus re¬ 
quested deliveries for March emphasize urgent need for 
strong control measures. Without curtailing strictly 
necessary task force movements operations which do not 
interpose against enemy threats or further our advances 
must be drastically reduced. Coming spring and summer 
may find us with directive to transfer to Atlantic some 
tanker tonnage. In addition to foregoing it is impera¬ 
tive to speed up tanker voyages by following. Prompt 
discharge especially of remnant cargoes. Use slower 
tankers for the mobile storages. Erect shore tanks with 
dispatch. Status PEARL fuel stocks will soon require 
diversion some tankers now in your service. 

05 0111 CINCPAC to COMINCH. NOB MIDWAY. Info Com 14. 

Proceed with first priority work on MIDWAY dredging as 
outlined your sec ltr ser. 0060 of 19 Feb. 1943. Cominch 
is requested to assist in procurement dredge McMULLEN 
mentioned foregoing reference. 
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06 0559 COMSOPAC to CINCPAC Info ALL CTF SOPAC, COMSOWESPAC, NZNB . 

CTF 68 reports his VILA-MUNDA bombardment group sank 2 Jap 
light cruisers after midnight last night in KULA GULF. 

Enemy vessels left FAISI for KOLOMBANGARA 1910 L (-11) 
yesterday 5th came down through WILSON STRAIT. Black cat 
spotters for surface ships saw 20 minute naval battle then 
helped cruisers, destroyers shoot up airfields. Large fire 
started VILA and Jap guns silenced. At 0700 L (-11) 6th 
SARATOGA Air Group (69 planes) struck MUNDA dropped 30 half 
ton daisy cutters and strafed area. Reported runway absolute 
ly unserviceable result shelling. 5 Liberators hammered 
KAHILI predawn today while 3 dropped bombs BALLALE. Fires 
started dispersal area south runways at both fields. 2 
BLUE vessels enroute MAINYARD to LECTERN report unsuccessful 
attack by Nip high level bombers midday 5th. Additional 
air activity 5th. Hudson on weather flight to BUIN returned 
via MUNDA dropped 4 light bombs. 9 Navy Liberators over 
BUIN area 0400 L (-11) failed find shipping targets dropped 
bombload BALLALE. 2 aircraft failed return. Search plane 
bombed enemy activities VIRU . Patrolling sub has detected 
Jap radars RABAUL, WEWAK, EUKA, SHORTLAND and AITAPE (North 
NEW GUINEA). 2 dead, 11 wounded result air raid TULAGI 
night 5th-6th. Searchlight activity probably by sub con¬ 
tinues vicinity MANUAE ISLAND, COOK Group. Vessels in 
TASMAN SEA keep 20 miles clear CAPE EGMONT, NEW ZEALAND. 
Evidence enemy laid mine field there. 

07 0440 COMSOPAC to CINCPAC Info ALL TFC SOPAC. COMSQWESPAC. NZNB . 

12 Japanese dive bombers escorted by 20 zeros made first 
raid U S positions RUSSELL ISLANDS 1347 love (-11) 6th. 

1 man killed 12 wounded result strafing and anti personnel 
bombs. Material damage light. Small blue fighter patrol 
over islands destroyed 4 dive bombers plus probable 5th. 

Just prior attack 2 SBD’s on antisub oatrol near KUSSELLS 
jumped by zeros. 1 SBD shot down 1 of 3 attacking zeros 
other fought off 5 nips. Both our clanes returned. 2 
DD's 7 AK’s sighted B T 'IN area morning 6th. 5 Navy liber¬ 
ators off during morning darkness 7th to strike BUIN ship¬ 
ping were ^receded by advance flare nlane. Saw no vessels 
BUIN 1 AK KIETA. Striking nlanes solit to bomb KIETA 
vessel. BALLALE KAHILI VILA. Results generally unobserved. 


1460 


















DECLASSIFIED 

•S ECR ET 

March (GCT) 





08 0650 C0MS0PAC to ALL TFC'S. SOPAC, COMDESRON 12. 


COMCRUDIV 12. 


Assuming no major enemy activity during next 3 weeks 
desire utilize opportunity for training commensurate 
with concentrated upkeep program and state of readiness 
for action. Training exercises should be carefully 
planned so that minimum training time will produce 
maximum results along line of breaking in newcomers 
and of specific preparations for our next offensive 
which involves all phases of amphibious operations 
against shore opposition. 

10 0534 COMSOPAC to CINCPAC Info NBNZ, ALL CTF SOPAC. COMSOWESPAC . 

11 Torpedo bombers 18 dive bombers escorted by 31 Wildcat 
fighters struck MUNDI 1010 L (-11) ninth. Avengers dumped 
half ton bombs set for grass cutter action in supply bivouac 
areas starting large fires. Dauntless pilots worked over 
AA posits silencing all guns which opened fire. Coast 
watches saw two DDs approaching BUKA from east 0700 L (-11) 
10th. Air saw two small freighters SOHANA ISLAND ninth. 
Additionally sighted ninth. One AK north BOUGAINVILLE STRAIT 
8 AKs BUIN SHORTLAND area. Photos ninth placed 51 fighters 
KAHILI drome. Following from natives: 20 bombers being 
repaired BUKA ninth. Last week's bombing killed 20 Nips 
BUKA area. NUMA NUMA natives being stirred up to hunt 
whites Chinese loyal natives. Japs again evincing interest 
VELLA LAVELLA. Surveyed DOVELI COVE northeastern corner 
island 7th and next day looked over BILOA area southeastern 
VELLA possibly considering fighter strip site. Watcher 
say large oil fire result VILA bombing AM 10th/. 

11 0635 COMSOPAC to CINCPAC. Info COMSOWESPAC. NZNB. ALL TFC'S SOPAC . 

Sopac activity 10th centered RUSSEL ISLANDS. At 1310 L 
(-11) about 10 Aichi 99 dive bombers 12 Nagoya zeros at¬ 
tacked islands were intercepted by local patrol plus 
fighters from CACTUS. 1 Aichi 3 zeros destroyed. At 
2020 L (-11) RUS3ELLS had radar contact 7 unident ships 
north RAISEN Island. 25 minutes later saw gunfire on 
horizon. PT's despatched. Nil further reports as yet. 

VILA strike 07L5 L (-11) 10th was by avengers and daunt- 
lesses with Wildcat escort. 29 big combs in target area 
started several fires. Navy Liberators harassed KAIIILI 
MUNDA VILA early 10th. Similar mission substituted BALLALE 
for MUNDA early today 11th. Photo flight to BUIN area 
1600 L (-11) 10th saw 7 warships 7 merships. 
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11 0715 COMNORPAC to CINCPAC. COMINCH, CTF 3. COMNORWESTSEAFRON. Etc 


Days work March 10th from Gomnorpacfor. Part one of 2 
parts. All times W (plus 10). S-32 reported torpedoing 

1 DD off HOLTZ BAY 2360 9th. Depth charged by another with 
slight damage. No further info. Weather plane reported 
no new shipping BOODLE 1030 ATTU. 500 . 1438 weather plane 

on way home attacked by 5 float fighters off BOODLE causing 
minor damage. 4 FORMULA P-40 at 920 dropped 4-300 pound 
24-20 nound frig bombs sub base area BOODLE with hits 
observed. New subjects. Expect Ogliuga emergency steel 
landing mat ready 11 March with balance of work completed 
in 5 days. 8 additional P-40's now based FORMULA. First 
photo negatives taken during large scale attack 11 single 
float 3 double float monoplanes on beach BOODLE Harbor. 

Not sighted by attacking Planes. Weather generally good. 
Searches 'eported averaged 85 percent. Negat contacts. 

11 0720 Part 2 of above. First part is 110715. Comnorpacfors 
March 10th summary. 10 medium 6 heavies 12 P38's from 
VENTRILOQUIST attacked BOODLE at 1124. 7 Lightnings 

strafed radar installations and nearby ack ack battery. 

4 B25’s followed dropping 4 half tonners on each radar from 
deck level. Both targets and 1 nearby AA battery hit. 6 
B25 T s smacked NORTH HEAD v/ith two hundred 16-20 pound frag 
and 35 - hundred pound demolition from four to five thousand 
feet practically silencing AA many hits seen. Immediately 
thereafter 6 Liberators plastered main camp area with 36 
half tonners. 3 buildings seen hit and smoke that area 
afterwards. AA heavy against deck level attack but grew 
weaker with attack on NORTH HEAD. 1 each Mitchell Liberator 
Lightning and F-5 minor damage DICWD Gunner slightly wounded. 
All planes returned. All times W (plus 10). 

11 0515 COMSOPAC to CTF 11. COMCRUDIV 12. COMAY. PHILIP. WALLER. Etc . 

Task Force 11 Rear Admiral Ramsey after completion of 
scheduled exercises about noon 15 March proceed to rendezvous 
with CruDiv 12 plus action DD's Rear Admiral Merrill at 
2000 GCT 15th posit 19-30 South 167 East. CruDiv 12 depart 
EFATE late afternoon 15th. Thereafter combine force under 
Rear Admiral Ramsey conduct tactical exercise in area north 
of lat 19-30 South and West of long 167 East until 0300 GCT 
17 March, then Task Force 11 proceed to NOUMEA to arrive 
prior dark 18th. CruDiv 12 plus DD’s proceed to point F 
to operate along F-Q line. 
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12 1105 C0MS0PAC to CTF 67. C0MAIRS0PAC. G0MDESR0N 21 Info CINCPAC etc . 




o 



Effective on receipt. This is Comsopac operation Plan 7-43. 
Jap troop and logistic concentrations VILA STANMORE area 
heavy. Continuous night, reenforcement from BUIN-SHORTLAND 
area indicated. Additional information in dispatch to follow. 
General task this force bombard and destroy enemy troop con¬ 
centrations at VILA STANMORE. Destroy any enemy craft en¬ 
countered. Task Group 67.6 Comdr. Mclnerney in NICHOLAS 
0BANN0N RADFORD TAYLOR detached from Task Force 67 proceed 
via north and east SAN CRISTOBAL in time arrive TULAGI noon 
15th March for refueling. Depart TULAGI at moderate speeds 
in time to pass through latitude 0-54 south longitude 
159-16 east at 0845 GCT the 15th. Increase speed to arrive 
off VILA and commence bombardment at 1500 GCT 15th. Complete 
prior 1530 GCT. Return via north of GUADALCANAL and north 
and east SAN CRISTOBAL to rejoin Task Force at point Q, at 
2000 GCT 16th. Task Force 63 Vice Admiral Fitch shore based 
aircraft GUADALCANAL area provide air coverage for TG 67.6 
from daylight March 15th until local noon March 16th. Pro¬ 
vide Black cats to Assist bombardment arranging necessary 
liaison at TULAGI March 15th. Strike MUNDA and VILA^sunset 
15th. Paragraph. Reference points as in my operation plan 
5-43. Black Cats warned that unnecessary flying within gun 
range Task Group seriously interferes v/ith their mission. 
Communications as in my operation plan 5-43. TG Commander 
guard Task Force Commanders circuit. TG 67.6 becomes TG 
18.6 at 1200 GCT the 15th. Comsopac at NOUMEA. 


14 0605 COMNORPAC to CTF 3. CINCPAC. C0MN0RWEST5EAFR0N. COMINCH. etc. 

Summary for March 13th. Weather (rain low ceiling some for) 
again prevented air attack on BOODLE from VENTRILOQUIST. 
FORMULA closed in during most of morning also. Few searches 
made in middle of chain and to westward averaging 50%. Negat 
contacts. Weather plane returned early due weather. At 1415 
W (plus 10) 12 P-40's from FORMULA raided BOODLE dropping 144 
fragmentaries GSOTMAMP# area. Planes reported seeing Zeros 
on beach as per photos. All planes returned. No further 
details available. New subjects. Laying of Ogliuga mat 
finished 12th. Arrangements now underway to lay additional 
matting in order widen runway. 10 P-38’s now based FORMULA. 
Planes now based there are 31 fighters 4 mediums and 2 PBY’S. 
Comnorpacfors. # AS BROKE 

o 
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13 2021 JOINT CHIEF? OF STAFF, to GI^OPAC. CINCLANT. 


For Admiral Chester W. Nimitz and Admiral Royal E Inger- 
soll. Comment is requested on nroposal now before Joint 
Chiefs of Staff to provide officers with oroper background 
and training to be made available to theatre commanders 
where their operations reouire. These officers intended 
to constitute a special staff and coordination and handling 
all chases of radio and radar countermeasures including 
jamming anti-jamming and decent ion. Constitution of such 
staffs would depend on theatre and mission and oe flexible 
in all cases. Tynical staff for landbased operations might 
include representative of each service sufficiently con¬ 
cerned such as air, ground and signal, also naval opera¬ 
tions and intelligence. Book message to MacArthur, 3rereton, 
Eisenhower, Andrews, \ickner, Nimitz, Ingersoll, Emmons and 
Brett. Proposal also includes similar provision small counter¬ 
measures staff for task forces and defense commands whenever 
contemplated operations make such desirable. It is not in¬ 
tended that these staffs renlace countermeasures and deception 
officers now reporting for duty staffs Cincoac, Cinclant and 
other Fleet Commanders. Purpose of adding officers of other 
services as desired for these staffs is to insure better 
coordination where needed. Early reoly by dispatch desired. 


16 0553 COMSOPAC to CINCPAC Info NZNB, ALL CTF 3rd FLT, COMSOWESPAC . 

As prelude to surface shelling VILA STANMORE 12 SBDs, 25 
Wildcats hit MUNDA 1710 L(-ll) 15th. 25 minutes later same 

number dive bombers, 4 Grumman fighters raided VILA area. 

12 1000 pound daisy cutters exploded each target area. 

After dawn 16th 19 more SBDs blasted VILA from low altitude 
releasing bombs bivouac area. 1 additional Dauntless drop¬ 
ped on MUNDA. Report of bombardment Task Group not yet in 
but indications mission completed as scheduled and search 
plane morning 16th reported VILA runway quote Terrible shape 
unquote. Nip party at EANIU returned BUKA evening 14th. 
Another group at KUNUA also north BOUGAINVILLE with possible 
RDF for coast watcher hunt. ANEIT Y UM in NEW HEBRIDES again 
reports possible orange sub charging batteries off shore. 
This times 0700 L 13th. Barge exploration VELLA continues. 
AM search 15th saw only 2 3mall freighters BUIN area with 
15-18 barges off KAHILI. 2 Forts heavily harassed KAHILI 
early darkness 16th. Intense searchlight activity encount¬ 
ered 1 plane returned via VILA MUNDA dropped flares bombs 
got nil AA. 
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16 0844 C0MS0WESPAC to CTF 71 Info CIKCPAC. COMINCH. MCARTHUR. J.C of S 

Joint Chiefs of Staff have directed assignment 2 submarines 
for 1 patrol each between MALACCA STRAIT and MARTABAN BAY to 
sink enemy shipping enroute RANGOON for purpose reducing 
enemy reserves preparatory ANAKIM operation. 1st submarine 
to depart at early date. Information that Japs send 6 or 7 
supply ships monthly to RANGOON. Eastern Fleet submarines 
are employed on offensive patrol northern end MALACCA STRAITS. 
CTF 71 will assign submarines for this task and direct depart¬ 
ure 1st submarine earliest practicable date 2nd sub relieve 
on station at end of normal patrol. Communicate direct with 
Commander eastern Fleet to obtain additional information 
desired regarding movements Eastern Fleet. Inform me name 
vessel designated 1st Patrol and date of departure by 
priority despatch. 

16 0811 COMNORPAC to COMINCH. CINCPAC, CTF 51. COMNORWESEAFRON. etc . 

Results of field day 15 March from Connorpacfor. Part 1 
of 2 parts. No UMNAK searches due fog rain. Western searches 
comnleted averaged 98^. All times W (/ 10) unless otherwise 
designated. At 0945 8 FORMULA P-38’s slapped BOODLE with 
13 quarter tonners from 8000 feet and saw hits camp area. No 
enemy nlanes in air or on water. All returned base without 
damage. VENTRILOQUIST mission comprising 8 heavies 6 mediums 
12 P-38’s accompanied by 1F-5 photo plane hit BOODLE at 1115. 
Mediums on separate attack let NORTH HEAD have 36 demolition 
100 pound 216 frag 20 nound bombs. Hits observed. AA light. 
Heavies dronned 3-2000 pounders 12 half tonners on submarine 
base from 6000 feet with unobserved results and 12 1000 
nounders camp area hits observed. AA heavy SOUTH HEAD camp 
area NORTH HEAD all bombers returned base undamaged. 8 
Lightnings top cover 4 strafed beach. No enemy planes seen. 

Ack ack heavy scattered some firing at top cover. 1 fighter 
engine caught fire pilot landed near RAT ISLAND. Rescue 
planes and DD sent covered by FORMULA P-40’s. Believe rescue 
accomplished. Final report later. Other VENTRILOQUIST 
fighters returned base. 

16 0817 Here is part 2 of Connorpacfor March 15th summary. Another 
attack made by 8 FORMULA Lightnings at approximately 1300. 

16 quarter tonners dropped main camp and NORTH HEAD from 
9,000. Results unobserved. At 1303 weather plane attacked 
by 3 float planes. No damage. 4 P-40’s left FORMULA at 
1407 to locate aoove enemy planes. No further details. 

Still another BOODLE mission departed VENTRILOQUIST 1520 
composed of 6 mediums 5 heavies 5 lightnings. No report 
received of results. New subjects. S32 off JACKBOOT re¬ 
ported destroying Item Class submarine at 0900 GCT on 14th. 

No details available. Doubtful sub contact at 0835 near 
Lat 54 Long 167. Planes and shins conducted search. No new 
shipping seen BOODLE today. 
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16 2138 C01 HI0 RPAC FO R to GO WPG. CINCPAC. GTF 31. COMINCII. etc . 

Add this to Comnorpacfor 160811 and 160817 activities 15th 
March. 3rd FORMULA mission 4 P40's took off at 1407 W 
(plus 10) found no enemy fighters dropped 60 fragmentation 
20 pounders 2 incendiaries on NORTH HEAD. 4th FORMULA 
mission 8 P38's 3 B25's with photo olane took off 1815 
leaving 33-500 pounders on BOODLE. Summarizing. In 4 
attacks from FORMULA and 2 from VENTRILOQ.UIST total of 
687 bombs weighing 100,080 rounds dropped on BOODLE. There 
were 200 take offs and landings from fighter strip FORMULA. 
Have reported separate despatch sinking of I. class subcat 
HOLTZ BAY by S 32. New subjects. Rescue mission found 
P3B pilot on beach RAT INLAND dead from drowning. P BY suc¬ 
cessfully made 1st landing and take off OGLIUGA emergency 
emergency strip on 15th. Poor weather prevented observa¬ 
tion HOLTZ BA V and CHICHAGOF HARBOR by weather plane. 

AGATTTT negative. Photos taken 15th show 6 enemv planes on 
BOODLE BEACH at 1115. 

19 0532 COMGQPAC to Com 7th FLT. Info ALL TFC 3rd FLT. COM 1st FLT. 

11 dive bombers with VF escort attacked VILA bivouac area 
late afternoon 18th dropped 5 tons high explosives. All 
planes returned desoite concentrated accurate AA. Single 
nip plane unsuccessfully bombed BLUE DD and oiler enroute 
AliPERSAND from MAINYARD 18th. Watcher reports 3 barges 
loaded with Jap troops and natives departed NUMA for KIETA 
0930 Love (-11) 18th. TULAOI had condition red night of 
18th no report of damage. Morning searches 18th saw little 
shipning SUIN area. GROUPER returning from patrol reports 
counting 24 DD's in Tokyo Express run on 4th-5th February. 

30 Japs armed with machine gun landed D0VELI COVE VELLA 
LAVELLA AM 17th. 

20 0613 COM 3rd FLT to COM 1st FLT. Info ALL TF COM^. 3rd FLT COM,etc . 

Grumman fighter sweep 19th to MUNDA where earlier search 
same day has reported 15-20 planes on ground. Found only 
damaged aircraft. Strafed revetments, LAM3ETI area, and AA 
posits silencing 1. At 1650 (-11) 19th 9 USD's oombed VILA 
with half ton Daisy cutters. 2 BLUE planes hit AA fire 
but all returned. Search 19th saw nip camo BAMBATANA in 
Southwest CH0ISEUL 2nd camp 28 miles Northwest. Also 2 
small grouns tents near BAMBATANA. Dauntless on patrol 
near RUSSELLS death charged oossi )le sub 0730 (-11) 19th. 

BTJIN SH0RTLAND shipping AM 19th was 7 vessels including 
only 1 possible warship. 2 fortresses harassed KAHILI 
BALLALE early today 20th. Another unsuccessful bombing 
attack by lone Nipper took place forenoon today upon MAIN- 
YARD bound BLUE convoy east northeast of SAN CRI8T0RAL. 
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20 0237 CINCPAC to CQMFOPAC. Info COMOEN SAMOA. 

Present planned and future air operations from FUNAFUTI 
expected cause enemy reaction against that exposed posi¬ 
tion. Increased defenses particularly antiaircraft es¬ 
sential there. TJrdis 132324 noted. However am request¬ 
ing VOpnav send 8 90 MM and 8 40 MM AA FUNAFUTI with fire 
control equipment and Navy personnel for maintenance these 
equipments. Desire personnel two nrovisional companies 
FUNAFUTI be trained in operation 90 MM and 40 MM so as to 
man them from time of arrival until regular crews can be 
made available. 

23 0341 CINCPAC to COMBATPAG. 3ATDIV 3 LESS IDAHO. VICTORIOUS, etc. 

Central Pacific Force under command Vice Admiral Leary in 
NEW MEXICO hereby organized as Task: Force 50 Pacific Fleet. 
Initially composed of 3atdiv 3 less IDAHO HM3 VICTORIOUS 
SANTA FE PRINGLE BACIIE CONVERSE STANLY. Batships report 
for this duty immediately others when directed by Cincpac 
upon completion navy yard work: and type training under 
their respective type commanders. Previous task group and 
unit designations of action addressees hereby cancelled. 

Central Pacific Force will oppose any advance of the enemy 
in Central Pacific Area and will plan and train for of¬ 
fensive operations in that area and for support of of¬ 
fensive operations in contiguous areas. 

24 0600 COMSOPAC to COM 1ST FLEET. Info NZNB, ALL TF COMDRS SOPAC. etc . 

2 Nip planes raided MAINYARD bomber strip. Alert from 
232050 to 240017. No personnel casxialties but bomb hit 
runway others struck near grounded planes destroying 3 
Liberators 1 Fort by fire and damaged others. Native says 
radio located Doveli Cove Vella Lavella. Bombardment VILA 
160200 destroyed oil and shore dumps caused Japs to withdraw 
to bush north of plantation. Managers house destroyed. 

4 Lightnings strafed REKATA while another 4 screened. 

2 AK's 1 transport 1 AH sighted BUIN FAISI morning 23rd. 

Same day 1 AK at KIETA. All times L (-11). 
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23 0801 COMNORPACFOR to CINCPAC. COMINCH. GTF 51. COMNORWESTSEAFRON et c 

2 missions each from VENTRILOQUIST and FORMULA to BOODLE 
returned without dropping bombs due low ceiling solid over¬ 
cast 2-3000. Snow showers middle of chain. Searches middle 
and westward averaged 100 percent. HOLTS Bay CHICHAGOF 
SEMICHIS NORTH SHORE AGGATU scouted. Negative contacts. No 
new shipping no enemy planes sighted BOODLE. Cruiser Group 
comprising SALT LAKE CITY RICHMOND 4 DD's covering routes 
HOROMUSHIRO to JACK BOOT - BOODLE. Summary March 22. Addi¬ 
tional detail S32 attack on I class sub Mar 15. Large 
volume smoke seen above conning tov/er followed 6 minutes 
later by disappearance sub. This following sound of explo¬ 
sion indicates destruction. 

23 1930 COM GEN WDC 4TII ARMY to CINCPAC info COMAMPKFORPAC CTF 16 etc . 

Most secret. CG 0317. Reference Cincpacs 230425 designa¬ 
tion of troops as indicated in my 172239 discussed. 

23 1940 Today v/ith Chief of Staff War who concurs. Therefore Army 

troops required remain as Indicated in previous dispatch. 

T his part 2 of 2 parts our 231930. Request you issue joint 
directive. Problems indicated in Comamphforpac 190135 will 
be adjusted locally. Most secret. 

25 0607 COM 3RD FLT to COM 1ST FLT Info NZN3. COM 7TH FLT. etc. 

3 fords IB avengers raided KIHILI. At 242035 forts un¬ 
loaded 2 ouarter tonners in revetment area. 3 avengers 
followed dropping total 3400 pounds bombs bivouac area 
starting fire. 14 torpedo bombers then hit revetment area 
with 1 6600 pounds of bombs starting 4 fires. 1 avenger 
dropned 12 century bombs on small vessel unobserved re¬ 
sults. AA heavy also many searchlights. All planes re- 
truend. Photos 24th show 15 dive bombers 35 VF 3 VB on 
KIIIILI. Usual number planes other fields. Barge activity 
NOMA TENAKAU ARIGUA East Coast BOUGAINVILLE noted. AK off 
TENAKAU at 241300. DD or GL plus 3 AK’s at 3UIN-FAISI 
morning 24th. MAINYAPD alert at 250245. L (-11) time used. 

24 2301 CINCPAC to COMINCH. Info C0I1S0PAC. NOB AUCKLAND. 

Do not agree with Comsopac 220107 for following reasons. 
Arrivals of CA and 33 floating docks in Gopac ares are 
expectations not certainties. Floating docks are always 
vulnerable to attack both enroute and in harbor. If worst 
should hhppen we would continue to have available only the 
2 docks for CA’s at SYDNEY and a third of BB size now build¬ 
ing with renorted readiness about mid 1944. Original recom¬ 
mendation to lengthen CALLIOPE dock was premised as as¬ 
surance this work could proceed without interference con¬ 
tinued operation thereof. If this premise still holds which 
Comsopac'is renuested to verify recommend that planned ex¬ 
tension be undertaken at early date. 1488 
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24 0850 COMNORPACFOR to COMINCH. CINCPAC. CTF 51. COMUORVffiSTSEAFRON. et< 

Summary for 23rd from Comnorpacfor. Foul weather resulted 
cancellation attack: missions from VENTRILOQUIST and limited 
searches middle ALEUTIANS. Western sectors averaged 110 
percent including observation ATTTT AGATTU SEMICHIS. Only 
contact 1 Nakajima 97 southwest BOODLE sighted by Gatalina. 
Apparently searching. Did not attack. FORMULA figher strip 
now complete with sand and gravel surface and steel matted 
warm ut> pads and dispersal standings for 39 miscellaneous 
standings. New estimate completion date steel matted 
bomber strip 200 by 5000 ulus some dispersal is April 20. 


26 


0740 COUARAIILVINO 1 to CONARAIRVINGSPAC. 


Info CINCPAG, 


COMAIRPAG,et ( 




Comsopac has approved establishment under Airsopac of Mar¬ 
ine aviation command Sopac consisting first Marine Aircraft 
Wing, 2nd Marine Aircraft Wing plus such other Marine avia¬ 
tion units serving Sopac under command senior Marine Aviator 
Sopac, designation "Marine Aircraft South Pacific" short 
title "Marairsopac". Request you take necessary steps place 
this in effect and obtain authority to form effective 1 April 
"Headquarters Squadron, Marairsopac". 


26 0750 COMNORPACFOR to GIHCPAC. C0MS0UESTSEAPR0N. COMINCII. etc. 



Comnorpacfor sends 1st part of 2 parts March 25th summary. 
BOODLE attacks. From FORMULA. 0745 W (/ 10) 4 lightnings 
in low level attacks strafed beach hangar and camp area 
dropping 4 incendiary clusters and 2 quarter tonners. Com¬ 
plete surprise no ack ack great activity personnel camp 
area seeking cover while being strafed. 1650 W (/ 10) 
covered by 8 lightnings 3 mitchells dropped 12 quarter ton 
bombs with hits main camp and on ceach south of hangar. 
Heavy AA 20,000 little seen 8-10 thousand bombing altitude. 
Of 13 VENTRILOOTJICT liberators 2 turned back mech trouble. 

1 had rack failure. Others dropped 3 1 tonners suo base 
with hits. 256 century demos runway area with hits west 
end and south side runway. 34 century demos North Head. 

AA North Head end and North main camo. Slight damage 1 
plane. While returning this mission sighted 1 unidentified 
float plane FERULA. I°LAND approx 1615. 
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26 0800 C0MK0RPAC to COMIKCH CINCPAC CTF 51 COMNORWESSEAFRON etc. 

2nd part of 2 part summary 25 March . Pass to same adees. 

BOODLE weather and through chain variable during day scattered 
snow squalls. BULDIR AGGATU negative. No new activity 
SEMICHIS. Photographed HOLTZ and CHICHAGOF. 8 to 10 barges 
CHICHAGOF. Encountered AA some from village on FOX HARBOR 
upon which weather plane dropped 8 quarter tonners. Results 
unobserved. Sighted 2 cross lined objects on northwest beach 
CHICHAGOF. Too large for aircraft. No new shipping no enemy 
planes seen. 4 western search sectors averaged 500 miles from 
VENTRILOQUIST. Other 2175. New subjects. S-23 now returning 
from patrol east coast KAMCHATKA PENINSULA reports no contacts 
except Ice and RUSSIANS. Photos east arm HOLTZ bay 24th and 
25th reveal following. Additional 375 feet of rectangular 
ditches. These ditches extend 850 feet southwest from point 
900 feet from beach. Additional grading observed between above 
ditches and those previously reported. Construction activity 
covers total length of 2400 feet. Construction definitely 
identified as beginning of fighter strip. Upwards 500 fox 
holes counted in vicinity construction. 

27 0805 COMNORPAC to CINCPAC. COMINCH. C PUN PTE STSEAFRCN. etc. 

Summary March 26th from Comnorpacfor. First part of 2 parts. 
All times W (/lO). Cruiser Group SALT LAKE CITY RICHMOND 
BAILEY COGIILAN DALE MONOGHAN at 0803 made contact with two 
Atagos or Nachis two Kumas 4 unidentified DD’s 2 large AK’s 
or AP's lat 53 long 168-40 east. About 0930 after concentrat¬ 
ing McMorris engaged initially at extreme ranges courses 
generally northwest. Force Comdr suggested retiring action 
to allow opportunity off-setting enemy superior strength with 
air. Searching Catalinas formed scouting line. S23 enroute 
base diverted to HOLTZ Bay CHICHAGOF Area. Cruiser Group 
courses from northwest to south to east. Surface engagement 
broken off about 1220. Our forces then heading to eastward. 
Enemy last reported 20 or more miles to westward. No further 
contact between surface forces. One enemy heavy cruiser hit 
by gun fire and probably torpedo. Was firing only one turret 
when engagement broken off. Probably hits on one enemy light 
and other heavy cruiser. SALT LAKE CITY received at least 
6 hits 2 below water line. Has speed 22. Gyros out emergency 
steering in use and flooding after engine room being control¬ 
led with difficulty. Part 2 will follow . 

27 0810 Part 2 of March 26 summary. BAILEY damaged details.unknown. 
COGHLAN director and radar out several Injured. MONOGRAM 
casualty to reduction gear bearing limits speed to 25 knots. 

8 Lightnings 3 Mitchells left FORMULA 1329 having been delayed 
due Installation bomb bay tanks bombers. VENTRILOQUIST planes 
' delayed due beinr already loaded with miscellaneous bombs for 

BOODLE. 13 Liberators 8 Mitchells off from VENTRILOQUIST 1336. 



continued 
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27 0810 (continued) 


1450 Catalina reported 2 transports course 270 speed 10 no 
position. 1550 position this plane lat 52-45 166-55 east. 

1505 another Catalina picked up 1 AK lat 53-40 166-48 east 
no course or speed given. All Mitchells and Lightnings 
landed FORMULA 1905 to 1935. All Liberators landed VENTRILO¬ 
QUIST 2030. Bombers did not contact enemy. Weather plane 
scouted ATTU AGATTU SEMICHIS KISKA. No contacts or new 
activity. Weather middle chain blizzards VENTRILOQUIST to 
westward frequent snow squalls. 

26 0535 COMSOPAC to COMINCK info CINCPAC. NOB AUCKLAND. COMSERONSOPAC . 

Cincpac 242301 lengthening Caliope Dock could proceed without 
interfering dockings of ships but with crane service only 1 
side. Manpower situation now considerable more acute than 
when project was initiated. Prosecution of work would divert 
manpower from ship repairs and tug construction. These ship 
repair facilities now being utilized for vessels including 
combatant. Comsopac sends. Extent of work which can be done 
in 3hort overhaul period depends on number mechanics available. 
WELLINGTON floating dock capable handling heavy cruisers with 
bow and stern overhanging within safe limits. 

29 0635 COM 3RD FLT to CINCPAC Info ALL TF COM SOPAC. COMSWPAC. NZNB. 

7 Forts 5 Liberators dropped total 10,200 pounds bombs 
twenty clusters observing shots KAUILI runway revetment 
area at 290410. All times L (- 11 ). 1 Corsair 5 Light¬ 

nings strafed float zeros FAIGI seaplane base setting 5 
to 7 planes afire at 290620. On return strafed DD 10 
miles southeast of FAISI and left ship smoking. All planes 
returned. Charlie William reports BLUE raid UGELI RENDOVA 
on 27th caused heavy loss of food and equipment. 2 BLUE 
fighters intercepted 4 'Tan bombers 20 miles northwest 
FUNAFUTI ELLICE Orouo at 280954 shooting down one bomber 
dispersing others. 3 DD’s 4 AK*s at BUIN FAISI morning 
28th. Same time 1 AK at TEOP northeast BOUGAINVILLE. 
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25 1754 COMNAVEU to COMINCH Info CINCPAC. COMSOPAC. 

Admiral Dargenlieu has now confirmed information given 
nydis 112332 and nydis 211156 on instructions given to 
Governor Montchamps. DeGaulle and Dargenlieu have con¬ 
firmed powers by letter and despatch. First. Governor in 
absence of High Commissioner has full power to deal with 
American command on all local matters. Second. His powers 
are limited only by normal French laws and regulations and 
by specific directions not to release 3 named government 
office buildings and specific military quarters. Third. 

He has full authority over communications service which 
has no right to inspect or control his messages. Fourth. 

In any matters effecting French sovereign rights and caus¬ 
ing serious difficulties or disturbances in civil Dopula- 
tion Governor is advised to report such cases to National 
Committee. Admiral D'Argenlieu expresses full appreciation 
of oroblems faced by U.S. Command and earnestly desires to 
aid American forces in any nossible manner. He hopes 
American Command understand French difficulties and problems 
and will not ask the impossible. This refers particularly 
to housing crisis NOUMEA mentioned by MyDis 211156 and con¬ 
firmed in my letter serial 0083 of 22 March. 

31 0635 COM 3RD FLT to NZNB Info ALL CTF SOPAC. 


Munda raid at 301500 by 16 Dauntless 23 Wildcats. 8 tons 
daisy cutter bombs fell on runv/ay revetment area northwest 
loop and north edge LAMBETI starting fires. Light AA. 

All planes returned. Blue plane over MUNDA following raid 
says runway in bad shape. AK off KITTA at 301715. L (-11) 
times used. Small AK at NUMA east coast BOUGAINVILLE at 
310830 another ship arriving from north. Schooner at 
TERAKA BOUGAINVILLE. Large AK and 2 possible corvettes 
on easterly course 5 miles southeast OEMA Island at 311000. 
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tz war 291803 v irf^rro wvjn urgent 

/ 

3603-29th (March 1943) 




From: 

To: 


Joint Chiefs of Staff. 

MaoArthur, Nimitz, Halsey. (All acknowledge receipt) 


1. The Joint Chiefs of Staff directive communicated in 
Cominch Despatch 022100 of July 1942 is oanoelled and the follow¬ 
ing directive is substituted therefor. 




2. Command . 

(a) The operations outlined in this directive will be 
conducted under the direotioh of the Supreme Com¬ 
mander, Southwest Pacific Area. 

(b) Operations in the SOLOMON ISLANDS will be under the 
direct command of the Commander, SoPao Area, operat¬ 
ing under general directives of the Supreme Commander, 
Southwest Pacifio Area. 

( 0 ) Units of the Pacific Ocean Area, other than those 
assigned by the Joint Chiefs of Staff to task foroes 
engaged in these operations, will remain under the 
control of the Commander in Chief, Pacific Ocean 
Area (Cinopao). 



3. Foroes will be allocated for these operations as de¬ 
termined by the Joint Chiefs of Staff. 

4. Tasks . 

(a) Establish airfields on KIRIWINA and WOODLARK ISLANDS. 



(b) Seize LAE - SALAMAUA - FINSCHAVEN - MADANG Area and 
oocupy Western NEW BRITAIN. 

(o) Seize and oocupy SOLOMON ISLANDS to include the southern 
portion of-BOUGAINVILLE. 

5. Purposes . 

To inflict losses on Japanese foroes, to deny these 
areas to Japan, to contain Japanese foroes in the Pacific Theater 
by maintaining the initiative, and to prepare for ultimate seizure 

Of BISMARK ARCHIPELAGO. 



6. Plans . 

Supreme Commander, Southwest Pacifio Area, will submit 


- 1 - 
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Joint Chiefs of Staff (291803) (3603-2Qth) March '43. (Confd) 


6. Plana. (Cont * d) 

general plans including composition of task foroes, sequence and 
timing of major offensive operations to the Joint Chiefs of Staff. 

Foregoing directive has been embodied in Joint Chiefs 
of otaff paper 238/5/D whioh has Maroh 28th, 1943, for its date. 
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01 0621 COM 3RD FLT to COM 13T FLT. ALL TFC SOPAC. Info COM 7TH FLT. 

During night of 31st-lst'prowling cat contacted enemy force 
of 5 DD’s 1 AK off Southwestern K0L0MBANGARA returning from 
VILA. Cat dropped 2 500’s straddling 1 destroyer also 
dronned flares then led Army Liberators into low altitude 
attack. Results unobserved and later strike during night 
failed to contact. Nip DD’s laid smoke screen while under 
attack. Forenoon 30th 1 tv/in engine Nip bomber dropped 
several bombs missing 2 BLUE YP’s east of SAN CRISTOBAL. 

SBD’s with VE escort failed to find large AK reported by 
search plane north northwest REFATA 31st. Hit STJAVANAU on 
way back to base. BUIN SHORTLAND shipping AM 31st 5 DD’s 
1 AP 3 AK’s 1 patrol vessel other smaller craft. 

31 0915 COMNOKPACFQR to CINCPAC. CTF 51. COMINCH. COIUTOH./EBTPEAFRON . 

CG /DC. C0M ,r SSTRBA^ROU . 

March 30th. All times V/ {/■ 10). Attacks from FORMULA. 4 
Lightnings 1015 dropped 4 quartertonners 4 magnesium clusters 
LITTLE KIM'KA from 566 to 700 feet. 2 missions later in day 
with results unrenorted. From VSNTRIL0OUTST. 1st mission 
6 Liberators 6 Mitchells 4 Lightnings returned from BOODLE 
without dropping due to weather. 2nd mission 6 heavies 4 
Lightnings 2 photo planes approx 1230 dropped 208 demo hundred 
pounders from 2900 to 3300 feet enemy runway construction 
east arm HOLTZ Bay. Hits runway and tent area south thereon. 

AA both arms TI0LTZ 3AY and CIIICAGOF Harbor damaged 1 heavy. 

1 radioman injured. 2 float planes on water southeast shore 
CIIICAGOF. 3rd mission approx 1430 5 heavies 4 Lightnings 
left 118 demo centuries main camp area from 3400 feet. 1 
heavy shot down 100 yards east north head large volume AA. 

Plane caught fire before breaking up and falling into water. 
Part 2 follows. 

31 2025 Part 2 of above . More info attacks 30th from Comnorpacfor. 

At approx 1510 W (plus 10) 2 FORMULA Lightnings dropped 2 
nuarter tonners 2 mag clusters through overcast on camp 
area. Results unobserved but did observe fires burning 
LITTLE FI^KA from previous attack. 20 hours VI in an unusually 
effective attack 6 FORMULA Mitchells at altitude 25 to 50 
feet distributed 18 demo 300 pounders 9 quarter tonners as 
follov/s. RD0 stations. Radar believed destroyed. Tremendous 
explosion of smoke and flames sub base probably oil storage. 
Hangar and camp area. Poutheast end runway where 5 or 6 
trucks observed. Ninety MM emplacement near runway. Personnel 
seen and strafed all the way. Met very heavy ack ack. Battle 
damage three planes one making belly landing on partially 
complete F0Rf TTT LA bomber strip. Personnel injuries two minor. 
Photos taken. 
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27 1308 C0MAIR30PAC to COMSOPAC Info COMAIRSOL S , CINCPAC . 

This la 2nd and last part my 271116 . This is most secret. 
Para 3. PS OVLLY instructed Comairsol on 25 February to 
withhold day heavy bombardment strikes EUIN SHORTLAND ship¬ 
ping for present. Night horizontal bombing ineffective 
this purpose. Weather has prevented low altitude attacks 
since these conclusions reached and no opinion effective¬ 
ness this form attack reached. Para 4. Recommend as im¬ 
mediate measure increased long range fighter strength by 
requesting temporary transfer one squadron Lightnings 
from SOWESPAC accordance my 141341 and exchange of air¬ 
planes or units of 2 Marine Corsair equipped squadrons now 
at PEARL for Wildcats in SOPAC. End Part 2. 

March (GCT) - 

01 1245 COMINCH to CINCPAC Info COMSOPAC . 

HIcom for Nimitz and Halsey only. All others do not decode 
further. What useful purpose is being served by operations 
on scale indicated in Comtaskfor 61 despatch 270628. To 
what end are these operations a means. 

02 0117 CINCPAC to COMSOPAC 

For Admiral Halsey only. Hicom. Reply direct to me re¬ 
garding Cominch 011245. Para. My 241628 your 250616 
concur paragraph 2 Turners CLEANSLATE Plan able four dash 
four three but am impressed by large increase in number of 
troops involved compared with number mentioned in conference 
January 23rd namely one raider battalion and part of defense 
battalion. Request your reason for this expansion. What 
are present prospects of commencing NEW GEORGIA operations 
appreciably sooner than ten April. 

02 0455 COMSOPAC to CINCPAC. 


Most secret Hicom for Cincpac only. Operations on scale 
Indicated due necessity strong protection of fighter field 
which is being constructed as support for coming NEW 
GEORGIA operation, and probable extent hostile reaction 
unknown at time of initiation. Cominch 011245. Cincpac 
020117. Advancement to CLEANSLATE in excess of subsequently 
determined actual defense needs consists of troops and 
material headed in proper direction and thus completing 
first stage of next movement. I do not consider CLEANSLATE 
as anything but stepping stone for NEW GEORGIA seizure. 
Furthermore this type operation with landing craft Is first 
attempted and its comparatively large scale believed would 
give us invaluable experience and data needed for coming 
more critical operations. Logistic limitations indicate 
April 10 soonest practicable for large scale NEW GEORGIA 
movement. Reconnaissance Information still too meagre to 
indicate feasibility Infiltration. 
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03 0405 CTF 8 to CINCPAC. Info COMINCH. COMWESTSEAFRON. etc. 

Most secret. In view reduced shinning availsoility 
to Oomamphibforpac in Corainch 042000 recommend con¬ 
sideration be given to capture and occupation of 
JACKBOOT about 15 April or earlier if practicable in 
order supnort air field to be constructed on SHEMYA 
simultaneously with occupation of JACKBOOT. This would 
beat 1 way weather by providing airfield on either side 
of a front moving eastward permitting more frequent 
bombing of BOODLE, would permit searches to reach out 
to westward to pick up enemy supply ships, and would 
insure reduction of BOODLE unless relieved by strong 
force from Empire. Request CTF 3 comment direct to 
Cincpac info me. CG ADC concurs. 

04 0341 CINCPAC to CTF 8 Info COMINCH. C0MWESTS5AFR0N. etc. 

Most Secret. Your 030405. Do you have means now in 
hand or in sight to accomplish proposed task. If not 
what additional means do you consider necessary. What 
are possibilities constructing landing field ATTU or 
AOATTU. Lynd thought southeast end AGATTU looked good 
from air. Have you sufficient hydrographic information 
of area of contemplated operations. 

04 0315 CINCPAC to CTF 8 . (MOST SECRET) 

v our 030355 negative. Operation does not appear likely 
to be profitable at present time. In addition see my 
160455 October much of which still applies. 

02 2045 CINCPAC to COMINCH. Info COMSOPAC . 

For Admirals King and Halsey only. Hi-Com. Halsey is 
planning to take VILA MTTNDA with target date 10 April. 
Para. He plans use RUSSELLS as jump off for push and 
subsenuently as base for landing craft moving by night 
with supplies and men in large volume. Strongly held 
fighter strip RUSSELLS reduces round trip CACTUS VILA 
by 100 miles. Concur Halsey’s despatch same subject. 

04 1410 COMINCH to CINCPAC. Info COMSOPAC. 


Sopac 030057 question advisa >ility on score of time 
required and workmanship of having any but urgent 
battle damage repairs done in locality mentioned. 
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05 0145 CINCPAC to COMSOPAC Info C0H3ER0N70PAC. COMSERFORPAC. etc. 

Most secret. Urdis;030057. Navy yard PEARL designated 
for replacement (61.1) quads in Washington by ten forty 
millimeter quads. ^Mounts available now. Gan undertake 
work commencing about 1 Aoril completing in 30 days. 

Definite orders as to when ship is to be sent will be 
issued later. Do not desire this work undertaken in 
Australia. 

04 2017 DEWITT (COMGSN ’.7DC) to COMGEIJADC Info CINCPAC. COMAMPHFORPAC . 

Activity suggested by dispatch Oomtaskfor B’s 030405. 

CG 0302. Desire your views giving full consideration to 
logistical plan jased on strength of ground and air forces 
required which will 3e controlling factor. Your recommenda¬ 
tion on type and source of units, nlace of assembly, es¬ 
timated length time construction field SEMYA and avail¬ 
ability equipment for same. Clarification of details, 
including possibility of providing the required naval sup¬ 
port and strength of permanent garrison, essential prior 
to submitting to Joint Chiefs of Staff for consideration. 
Discuss matter fully with Admiral Kinkaid and give me 
your views as to feasibility initiation JACK 300T opera¬ 
tion prior completion FORMULA occupation and construction 
bomber strip that place. Also include estimate present 
enemy strength on JACK BOOT. Suggest that if Cincpac is 
favorable as result of reply by Kinkaid to his 040341 
Rockwell and 1 meet you and Kinkaid at SITKA for conference. 

07 0103 CTF ? to CINCPAC Info GOMPTCH. CQ?I ,r 5STFEAFR0N. C0? T GEN WDC .etc. 

This is nart one of CTF B’s 070115 in 2 parts. Handle- as 
most secret. Recommended consideration of operations 
against JACK BOOT contained in my 030405 nronpted by be¬ 
lief that shinning now availa )le Comtaskforce 3 is in- 
adenuate for COTTAGE. That short period of good weather 
normally beginning about 15 Anril should be utilized fully. 
That there is doubt about additional shinping being avail¬ 
able during such period because of demands other areas. 

That in any event revision of estimate of forces required 
for COTTAGE after effect BOODLE air offensive based on 
FORMULA becomes apparent will come too late to permit 
undertaking COTTAGE before summer f ops set in. In view 
above consider recommended operation effective substitute 
at this time. Barring major enemy counter action proposed 
operation can be accomplished with forces available plus 
certain additions to ships now at Rockwell’s disposal as 
noted in part 2. 

Note: Part 2 follows on next page. 
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07 0115 OTF 8 to CINCPAC. Info COMNOrESTFEAFRON. etc. 

Most secret is this part 2 and final of GTF 8’s 070115 
to same adees. Renlying specifically to Cincpac 040341. 
Assumption is assume about 500 Japs are on JACK ROOT. 

No coast defense e;uns and only few AA guns mounted in 
HOLTZ-CHICAGOF area. SARANA MASSACRE and TEMNAC BAYS 
believed not defended by shore batteries. Possible 
mined particularly SARaNA. Estimate 1 reinforced re¬ 
giment including mountain artillery from 7th division 
now being trained could effect initial landing and oc¬ 
cupation JACK BOOT. 4 APA plus 2 or 3 AKA should suf¬ 
fice. Reserve and garrison to follow promptly, composed 
troops now this area and using Army transportation. See- 
bees or Army Engineers now this area could build landing 
strip on SIIEMYA in about 3 weeks. SIIEMYA preferred be¬ 
cause of flat terrain, easy approach for planes and quick 
construction. Photographs indicate fighter strips could 
be constructed JACK BOOT but more work required and less 
desirable in thick weather due high hills in vicinity. 

Air field about 9000 feet can be built ARML0CK but presents 
difficult engineering problem because of rough terrain. 

Total of 3 or 4 cruisers and 2 or 3 battleships with 2 
snuadrons destroyers should suffice or for escort, bomb¬ 
ardment and covering force. Recommend that Joint Staff 
under Rockwell be directed study detailed requirements 
and make plan. Expect bomber field FORMULA be ready by 
middle May but operation should be undertaken earlier in 
order not waste any good weather. Buckner concurs in 
general. 

06 2147 COMAIRPAC to CINCPAC Info 00’'SOPAC . 

Comsooac 020450 and 060317 Cominch 051315. Auxiliary 
carrier can move only about 1500 ship tons cargo due to 
restricted hold space and limitations on total weight car¬ 
ried on hangar and flight decks. Employment to help move 
ACORN would be inefficient and is not recommended. Recom¬ 
mend auxiliary carriers assigned to combatant service but 
not immediately required Fopac be sent to yards for material 
improvement and then employed accordance my serial 00122 
of 3 March. 
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08 0052 C0MS0PAC to COMINCH. Info CINCPAC, COMAIRPAC. 

This is most secret. Planes requested my 261022 vital 
for April combat operations and air logistic support 
thereafter. Desire maintain 60 this area. Request 
that number be dispatched earliest practicable. 

07 2353 CINCPAC to COMINCH. Info COMSOPAC. 

Urdis 051315. Employment ACV to move ACORN 5 considered 
inefficient use because of restricted cargo space this 
type and not concurred in. Recommend employment PRESIDENT 
MONROE and MERCURY as planned. Para. Decision on employ¬ 
ment 12th Defense Battalion must be withheld pending decision 
possible other operations to be reached at forthcoming con¬ 
ference. Recommend Airdrome Battalion now training San 
Diego area be sent Pearl to complete training when shipping 
available. Para. Comsopac is requested to advise Cominch 
info Cincpac on questions raised last para of reference 
dispatch. 

09 0812 COMBATDIV 6 to COMSOPAC Info COMINCH, CINCPAC, COMBATPAC . 

Handle as most secret. In view prospective absence 
WASHINGTON during April to receive 40 mm guns in accordance 
Cincpac 050145 Combatdiv 6 sends and recommends postponement 
formation Batdiv 8 as proposed in Cominch 071646 until 
arrival SOUTH DAKOTA at which time he strongly recommends 
Captain Glenn B. Davis be ordered as Combatdiv 8. This 
recommendation based upon personal observation character 
and ability Captain Davis and his performance of duty as 
Commanding Officer WASHINGTON during past 6 months includ¬ 
ing night action 15 November. 

10 2038 COMOBN WDC to CINCPAC. C3MAMPH70RPAC, CTF 8 Info Off ADC. 

I have received a communication from ConGen ADC recommanding 
similar action and in general agree. Reference Part 1 
number 070103 and Part 2 number 07115 of Comtaskfor 8 to 
you relative proposed JACKBOOT operations. This is part 1 
of 3 part dispatch signed Gen DeWitt CG 7/DC and 4th Army 
Presidio of CAN FRANCISCO. 

10 2045 Part 2 of above. 0 CALIFORNIA CG 0304. With your con¬ 
currence 1 propose a meeting in near future of Comtaskfor 
8, Comanphforpac, Gomgen ADC and myself at SITKA or other 
convenient place for nurpose of agreeing on details of 

10 2049 Staff for action and unon which Joint directive can be 

based. Part 3 of 3 part dispatch 102038. Do you agree. 
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07 0911 COMSOPAC to CONINCII info CII TCP AC. 





Hi-Com. Situation here Goninch 12202B February marked 
by desire French Governor cooperate nit blocked by Dar¬ 
genlieu adherents. Instructions given Kontchamp by De 
Gaulle as indicated Coninch 221540 and Gomnaveu 221843 
October were evidently not adenuate to convince Montchamp 
his continuing authority to negotiate local matters. 
Possibly those instructions diluted in delivery by local 
Dargenlieu representative who alone holds codes. Kontchamp 
considers reference Dargenlieu necessary on many relatively 
MINOR items. Dargenlieu reolies dilatory and generally 
obstructive and anti American. Request presentations 
direct to De Gaulle to secure reissue general authority 
Montchamp arrange direct all local matters and specific 
authority turn over Naval school building to Comsopac. 
Montchamp will welcome those instructions. Request advices 
instructions resulting to check against dilution in del¬ 
ivery here. 


08 2126 COMITTCH to COM IJ° ITAVAL ^ORCSS EUROPE Info CINCPAG. COMSOPAC. 


This is HiCom. For Admiral Stark only. Reference Comsopac 
07011 which is being padded to you. Make necessary rep¬ 
resentations to DeGaulle to rectify unsatisfactory situa¬ 
tion. 

11 1221 CGMINCH to COMGSN WDC. CI~’CPAC. Info C0M./ESTS3AFR0N. etc. 

Most Secret. Reference CTF 8 030405 Joint Chiefs of 
Staff look with favor on this move provided it can be 
accomplished with means Cincpac can make available and 
those previously made available to Commanding General 
Western Defense Command for COTTAGE. No increase in ship¬ 
ping now available to the Army for ALASKA run can be made. 
This communication sent at this time in view of short 
time remaining available for preparation but is not to be 
a directive to execute operation. It is a directive to 
plan and train therefore. Employment of old battleships 
for bombardment purnoses approved. 
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13 0247 C0MS0PAC to COMINCH Info CINCPAC. 

Urdis 122140. This is most secret. Mydis 040601 to 
Comsowespac. Quote. Pass to MacArthur. Present plans 
contemn late seizure NEVJ GEORGIA commencing target date 
April 10th. This discussed with Kenny Southerland. Al¬ 
though anticipate requesting you for limited air action 
against SH0RTLAND FAISI area do not consider assistance 
from you on major scale will be required. Halsey. Uncuote. 
No renly received. 

13 0103 CINCPAC to COMGEN WDC Info GTF 8. COMAMPHISrORPAG . 

In view of Cominch 111221 concur your 10203#. 3 part. 

13 0125 CINCPAC to CTF 8. CTF 3. Info CO 7/DC. SOMv/ESSEAFRjNT. etc . 

Most secret. Cominch 111221. In collaboration with Comgen 
7/DC plan and train for JACK SOOT on basis move commanded 
by CTF 3 until amphibious 'lhase completed. If operation 
ordered it would be under CTF 8 general direction. Train¬ 
ing along lines Cincpac 090342 January taking into account 
reduced effort. Surface forces to be made available by 
Cincpac follow in separate despatch. Comgen 7/DC concurrence 
this despatch requested. 

13 0151 CINCPAC to COMINCH. Info CTF 3. 8. COMv/ESTSEAFRON. etc. 

Most secret. Cominch 111221. CTF 8 070115. Oan make 
available for JACKSOOT operation Batdiv 2 composed 
PENNSYLVANIA NEVADA I Dili 10. Crudiv 1 less RALEIGH plus 
SALT LAKE CITY. Desrons 1 and 14 totalling 16 destroyers. 

APA HARRIS JF BELL ZEILJN HE7N00D possibly DO^EN this on 
assumntion you do not order additional transfers to Lantflt. 
Three AKA can be made available only by diversion from 3o- 
pacfor which is possibly acceptable in view delivery in 
that area of 9 nartiallv converted tvne EC-2 freighters 
but regarding which decision held in abeyance bending 
decision of form spring SOLOMONS campaign is to take. Only 
alternative for JACKBOOT is to substitute for AKA such as 
are ready of the 8 EC-2 freighters ordered fitted out for 
NTS service and all available Amphornac LST. Transfer of 
Pesdiv 27 from Sopac acceptable due considerable number sub 
chasers and sound eouinned minesweepers now reaching that 
area to augment antisubmarine escort facilities. Early 
decision required in this respect permit Desdiv 27 proceed 
ALASKA with equivalent of tender refit at PEARL enroute. 
Further intend organize task force composed HMS VICTORIOUS 
SAITTA EE PRINGLE 3ACHE CONVERSE STANLY with U.S. Flag Of¬ 
ficer in SANTA FE and train this force in Hawaiian Area until 
JACK300T is well in hand as emergency reserve against un¬ 
foreseen eventualities. 
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11 2332 COM US NAV FORCES EU to COMINCH Info COMSOPAC. CINCPAC. 

Urdis 082125 replying Comsopac dispatch 070811. Degaulle 
expresses regret at delays in meeting requests of American 
authorities at NOUMEA. Instructions are being sent to 
Governor NEW CALEDONIA to place Naval School Building im¬ 
mediately at disposition Comsopac. National committee will 
issue new instructions defining powers of Governor to nego¬ 
tiate local arrangements with American authorities. Will 
inform you of these instructions when issued. 

14 0413 COMSOPAC to COMSOWESPAC info COMAIRSOPAC. CINCPAC, COMINCH etc. 

On eighteenth or first night thereafter weather permit (this 
is most secret) Sopac aircraft scheduled to lay aircraft mines 
EUIN area within 20 fathom curve from vicinity MOILA Point to 
POPOTALA Island to vicinity east point with random drops 
Inside this line as situation permits possibly repeating 
succeeding night or nights after first operation. Mine drop 
to be supported by Sopac bombing and strafing. Will proceed 
as above unless it conflicts with your plans' 

13 2210 COMGEN WDC to CINCPAC info COMNORWESTSEAFRON. CTF 8. CTF 3. 

Understand from your dispatch if operation ordered Comtask- 
for 3 will command all forces, surface air and ground, until 
landings completed after which command v/ill pass to Comtask- 
for 8. This is book message. Cominch 130125. CG 0308 
planning. 

13 2215 This is part 2 of 3 parts our MSG NBR 132210 Stop for oper¬ 
ation and training of troops earmarked for operation to con¬ 
tinue as at present stop if this understanding correct I 
concur your dispatch stop recommend operations officer Com- 
taskfor 8 remain available to Comtaskfor 3 in SAN DIEGO as 
long as deemed necessary by latter in connection 

13 2219 with preparation of plans for operation. This is part 3 of 
5 parts our MSG NBR 152210. New subject. Will arrange for 
conference Rockwell Kinkaid Buckner and myself at KODIAK 
immediately after conference of Admiral Rockwell and myself 
with Spruance. 
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14 2135 CINCPAC to C0MG5N V/DC. Info CTF 8 . 3. COIiNORWESEAFRON. GQM- 

MINCH. 


'"’our 132210 three part. CTF 8 will have supreme command 
and direction entire operation. Under CTF 8 CTF 3 will 
command all arrmhibious operations until landing comDleted 
when troop commander takes over command ashore and con¬ 
tinues under CTF 8 . Otherwise your understanding correct. 


12 2204 COMIITCH to CINCPAC. Info COMFOPAC. 


This is most secret. Effectiveness of operations and 
availability of submarines indicate desirability even 
necessity to form a tactical group of 4 to 6 submarines 
trained and indoctrinated in coordinated action for opera¬ 
tions such as now set un in SOLOMONS to be stationed 
singly or in groups in enemy ship aonroaches to critical 
area as in BOUGAINVILLE MANNING INDISPENSABLE STRAITS and 
slant or southward of BOUGAINVILLE Island or between lat¬ 
ter and NEW GEORGIA 


14 1507 COMINCH to CINCPAC. mfo COMWESTSEAFRON. etc. 

Your 130151 approved except for withdrawal of AK’s from 
Sopac. War Department and DeWitt investigating means of 
furnishing AK's and expect answer 15 March. 

15 1620 COMINCH to CINCPAC. 


Utmost Secret. For Admiral Nimitz only. ’What conclusion 
if any have you come to about maintaining a Task Force 
organization In Central Pacific area and what are your 
viev /3 about who shall head it. Part 2 . Assume you have 
noted RI indications of concentration In SAIPAN area such 
as preceded MIDWAY attack last June. 
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16 2217 CINCPAC to COMINCH Info III-COM. 

For Admiral King only. Your 151620. Last sentence my 
130151 is first move to establish a Central Pacific Task 
Force under Leary to which the NEW MEXICO MISSISSIPPI would 
be added. On completion JACK300T would also add IDAHO 
PENNSYLVANIA NEVADA. Employment ESSEX or strength from 
Sopac would depend on your decision of prospective Sopac 
operations but consider it unwise to so split forces that 
enemy can defeat us in detail. Para. My present estimate 
is that enemy will not operate in north or central Pacific 
except to make raids in force on our outlying nositions. 

There is possibility but not probability of simultaneous 
raid on MIDWAY OAHU FIJI line and in Western ALEUTIANS. 

This stresses need for ample air strength at outposts. Would 
expect total raiding force maximum strength approximately 
3 CV 2 US 4 CA nlus screen. Para. It is still within enemy 
capacity to repeat MIDWAY type operation anywhere in central 
or North Pacific with approximately 5 CV ^Jr^-4 BB 6 CA plus 
screen and train. As I estimate enemy now on strategic de¬ 
fensive Eastern Pacific line such an operation only pos¬ 
sible and not probable. 

17 0157 CINCPAC to JOINT CHIEFS OF STAFF . 

Most secret. Consider it desirable that Commander Pacific 
Ocean Areas have available to him necessary officers and 
men to handle proposal your 132021. Concur in general with 
views of basic principles this subject held by officer 
whose signal number is 405 ana who left PEARL for Washington 
by air March 15th. 


16 2223 CINCPAC to COMINCH. 


Concur in general with plan your 122204 and will implement 
in Pacific Ocean Areas. Most secret. 


17 0121 CINCPAC to 00" SU3PAC ^nfo C v °0PAC . 

This is most secret. Plan and train for coordinated action 
along lines Cominch 122204 in which I concur and which is 
being passed to you. Submit plan to me. 
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17 1900 COMGEII 'TOC to CINCPAC. COMAMPHFORPAC, CTF 16 . 

Authorization of JACKBOOT operation is subject. CG0310 
our number. Refer Cominch 111221 and Cominch 141507. 

Based on these 2 radios recommend you request Joint Chiefs 
of Staff immediate approval for JACKBOOT operation stating 
your request has my concurrence and v/ith tentative target 
date May 7th. This action essential in view of short time 
available for preparation in order take advantage favorable 
weather. 


17 1910 Tills part 2 of 2. parts our rad 171900. Assuming Joint 

Chiefs of Staff approval am sending by separate dispatch 
suggested Joint Directive to be issued by Cincpac and 
Comgen WDC. Have informed War Dept, that logistical support 
for JACKBOOT oprns can be furnished from shipping available 
this Command. 

17 2239 COMGEN WDC to CINCPAC Info COMPIIIBFORPAC . CTF 16 . 

Joint directive is subject. This is follow-up on my dis¬ 
patch 171900 and is most secret- CG 0311. Part 1 of 7 parts 
172259 - Recommend you issue following as Joint directive 
from Cincpac and Comgen WDC, details concerning Naval Force 
to be filled in by Cincpac. Objective . Reduction and 
occupation of ATTU and occupation of SHEMYA at earliest prac¬ 
ticable date. Part 2 of 7 parts . Purpose . To sever enemys 
lines of communication by seizing and holding ATTU. To deny 
SHEMYA to the enemy and construct airfield thereon for air 
operations against enemy forces, to render KISKA untenable, 
and to create base of operations for possible future reduc¬ 
tion and occiipation of KISKA. Task . Task, to land on ATTU 
followed without delay by landing on SHEMYA. Task B, to 
reduce and occupy ATTU. Task C, to occupy SHEMYA and build 
airfield thereon. Part 3 of 7 parts . Command. Supreme 
Command Comtaskfor 16. Comamphforpac to operate under CTF 16 
and command amphibious operations until landing completed. 

Army Commander Comgen 7th Division v/ith 2nd in command to be 
designated by Comgen WDC. Part 4 of 7 parts . Forces Assigned 
Navy: Task Force 16 plus blank. Army Forces, assault, 
reserve and initial occupation troops: Assault on ATTU 7th 
Division combat team consisting 17th infantry, 1 Bn field 
artillery, 1 Bn combat engineers for shores party, 1 battery 
AA automatic weapons, 3 detachments 75th Special signal 
company, 1 company 7th Division organic combat engineers, 

1 medical collecting company 7th Division. Part 5 of 7 parts . 
1 platoon 7th Division medical clearing company. Detachment 
Headquarters 7th Division medical Bn, Detachment 7th Division 
quartermaster Bn, Detachment 7th Division organic signal 
fc ompany. Initial occupation SHEMYA 10th Combat Engineers 
from ADAK^ Part 6 of 7 part . Floating reserve to be held 
aboard ship 1 regimental combat team consisting of 32nd In¬ 
fantry v/ith reinforcements similar to those for 17th Infantry 
indicated above. Garrisons for ATTU and SHEMYA to be desig¬ 
nated by Comgen WDC and to include 17th Infantry combat team 
32nd Infantry combat team, 78th CA AA and 2nd Bn 501st W . 

(Continued) 
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17 2239 COMOEN TOC to CINCPAC (Continued) 

Part 7 of 7 part dispatch 172239 . Target Date . 7 May 1943. 
Reversion of Command. Command of Army forces less aircraft 
will revert to Army when senior Army officer ATTU and SHEMYA 
inform Comtaskfor 16 Army is ready to take over. Code name 
Blank. This ends suggested Joint Directive. 

18 0105 CTF 51 to CINCPAC Info CTF 16. COMINCH. COMOEN Vi/DC . 

This is most secret. Your 130209. Following submitted as 
partial result plans now in progress. Para. Strategical 
considerations, VOLUBLE beaches, scarcity screen and combat 
loaders preclude simultaneous assault JACKBOOT and occupation 
VOLUBLE. Latter being considered as separate phase to follow 
JACKBOOT occupation and to be shore to shore movement. Para. 
Lack of AK's and attached landing craft will result jeopard¬ 
izing assault operation. This to be continued in a later 
dispatch. 

18 0126 Part 2 of most secret 180105 . Only landing craft available 
JACKBOOT appear limited those carried force APAs. This con¬ 
sidered critical. Present info ships ALASKAN run are un¬ 
satisfactory as substitute AK. 1 or more following, speed, 
cargo capacity, troop capacity. Para. Aside from 2 LST’s 
now enroute G00SE7/ING 1st LST available duty Comamphforpac 
will be april 9th 2 others May 1st and remainder later. 

DOYEN probable date readiness not before 15 May. Para. 3rd 
and final part later. 

18 0146 3rd and final part of most secret from CTF 51 . Request 
reconsideration assignment of AKAs this force. Require 
minimum of 1 with 2 highly desirable. Also considering 
normal escort requirements in GOOSFWING, Task Force 51 needs, 
and screen VOLUBLE operation request info possibility assign 
1 additional Squad DD. 

18 0335 COM 3RD FLEET to CINCPAC info COMINCH. CTF 72. 

COMINCH 122204 in 2 parts and from 2 viewpoints. This is 
Par t 1. For general operations am in thorough accord with 
principle and have utilized it when knowledge enemy movements 
and availability submarines permitted. My 30416 of October 
and 102350 and 140740 of November based on such conception. 
Mid January lined up SWORDFISH NAUTILUS GATO for TRUK-SHORT- 
LAND and it worked although resulted vacating other fertile 
areas. Having such a group to rove PALAU-RABAUL and TRUK- 
RABAUL routes or where convoy air coverage is thin and subs 
can pursue to destruction would be ideal. Notable examples 
effectiveness 1 sub wolf pack against slow convoys are 
WAHOO and TRITON performances. Handle this as most secret. 
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18 0337 Part 2 of Con 3 opac 180355 to same addees. Comment Coninch 
122204. Another story is operations In confined waters 
where sub activity soon reveals presence and location, air 
cover prevents surface chase or surface escorts keep sub¬ 
marine down while target goes over or around. Java campaign, 
Battle of Midway and Tokyo Expresses show relative ineffect¬ 
iveness submarines, one or many, against high speed radical 
zigging men of war v/ith or without surface and slant or air 
escort. If Cominch has in mind projected operations and 
comtemplates use of submarines against enemy offensive hold 
to opinion that judicious positioning of subs in probable 
active spots most promising of success. In any event em¬ 
ployment proposed tactical group not practicable until and 
unless additional submarines available Task Force 72. 

18 2203 CINCPAC to C0M30PAC Info to COMINCH. COMGEN KAWDSPT. 

This is most secret. 7th Bomber Command plans daylight 
strike from FUNA FlITI on TARAWA and NAURU near future. 

Inform Sir Philip Mitchell if strike made objectives will 
be enemy military installations and works useful to enemy 
taking precautions to do minimum damage to natives. 

18 2031 CINCPAC to CTF 16 Info COMGEN UPC. CTF 51. 

Most Secret. In view your 070103 request comment CTF 51 
180105 regarding Naval forces required. Also see Comgen 
V/DC 172239 and 171900. 

19 0300 CTF 16 to CINCPAC Info ROCKh^LL. CTF 51. DeWITT. CGWDC. 

Most Secret. Comment requested on Cincpac 182031- 
Strongly concur Comtaskfor 51 180105 regarding Naval forces 
required. Because of scarcity screen and landing craft it 
is highly desirable consider occupation VOLUBLE as separate 
phase to follow JACKBOOT promptly as shore to shore move¬ 
ment. 1 or more AKAs seems essential. An additional 
destroyer squadron would make the difference between opera¬ 
ting on a skimny minimum with no reserve for breakdowns 
and operating with adeouate screens 

18 2333 CINCPAC to CT? 16 Info COMINCH. CG 7 , 'DC. CTF 51 CTO 52.3. 

Most Secret. CTF 51 180105. Destroyers for JACKBOOT opera¬ 
tion will not be increased over mydis 130151 (130209). 
Minesweepers and layers now in Task Forces 16 51 remain so 
assigned throughout operation. From here and based on.cal¬ 
culated risk it looks like routine escorting is excessive. 
Suggest early orientation availaole forces including con¬ 
centration Desron 1 on West Coast and movement Desdiv 27 
from PEARL direct to ALEUTIANS when ready about six April. 

To this end Comtaskfor 16 hereby authorized dissolve Task 
Croup 52.3 and order it report for duty in either Taskfor 16 


(Continued) 
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18 2333 OINCPAC to OTF 16 Info to COMINCH. CO MDC. CTF 51. CTO 52.3. 

or 51 effective immediately. Para. Clarification situa¬ 
tion respect to freighters both convoy and combat loaders 
expected from Cominch per his 141507 unless Comgen WDC 
171910 is to be accepted as complete answer this question. 

18 2011 CINCPAC to COMINCH Info to CO WDC. CTF 16. 51. 

Most Secret. On basis ships my 130151 plus logistic sup¬ 
port Comgen WDC 171910 which is being passed to you recom¬ 
mend aporoval JACKROOT on lines Comgen WDC 172239 also 
passed. DeWitt concurs. Tentative target date May 7th. 

20 0147 OINCPAO to COMSOPAC. Info COMINCH. COMPUBPAC. C0MSQW.E5PAC. etc 

I am in general accord with views expressed your 180337 
however it is desirable to plan and train for coordinated 
submarine operations so that we can take advantage of 
opportunities presented. Most secret. Such training should 
include aircraft submarine cooperation when possible. Plans 
regarding TRUK PALAU RABAUL routes along lines you suggest 
are in prospect but operations must await further increases 
submarines. Plans will require cooperation along equator 
between Subspac and Subswespac. These will be forwarded you 
when complete. Cominch 141927 states submarines SW PAC will 
be increased to 24 by November. Believe further additions 
will be made before end of year. 

19 2345 C0M7UBPAC to CINCPAC Info COMSOPAC. COIISUBPQWESPAC. 

Handle as utmost secret. Reference Cominch 122204. Bubs- 
pac are trained and will intensify training for operations 
of type mentioned. For use in present areas around Embire 
and Mandates assignment of 2 or 3 submarines to an attack 
group in likely locations awaits only availability of suf¬ 
ficient submarines. This may be achieved by September. For 
use in special operations such as example given in reference 
typical operation clans and orders are being prepared. Com¬ 
munication and special type operation orders are chief prob¬ 
lems. During daylight submergence availability of high 
power low frequency shore radio is necessary to deliver 
orders etc. to submerged reception coil of submarines. Since 
telephones removed from submarines they will have to use 
radio for contact reports etc. or reinstall T3S’s. Do not 
plan hold group trained for such special operations in port 
but submarines now available enroute areas or at bases will 
permit movement of 4 to 6 submarines with tactical commander 
toward port nearest to contemnlated operation within 24 
hours. Would send tender to same place in order supply 1/1 on 
voyage repairs and logistic needs prior proceeding to st«-O J 
tions. I submit that use of any coordinated attack group 
in operation such as example given must be predicated upon 
assurance that sufficient targets will be present to insure 

result?.commensurate with offensive cower of submarines thus 
immobilized. 
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19 0135 CTF 51 to CINCPAC l n fo 00 7/DC. GTE 16. 

This amplifies mv 180105 and Oominchs directly to Comgen 
'Western defense Command 172239. Agree in general with 
assignment of arms forces but suggest directive allow 
adjustment, particularly of regimental reinforcing units, 
to meet requirements final tactical plan. An recommending 
to OomGen .Western Defense Command that 2 squadrons gliders 
be made availaole. Para. Consider 1 regimental combat 
team should be held VENTRILOQUIST as reinforcement. Not 
practical use this team as floating reserve because embarked 
civilian manned AP’s with no suitable facilities unloading 
and with no landing craft. Also lack of screens a governing 
factor. Para. Ability to meet proposed target date de¬ 
pendent upon following: (A) Satisfactory solution AKA 
problem. (B) Provision of necessary tugs and barges for 
VOLUBLE operation. (C) Availability of shinning to move 
above reinforcement combat team from SAN FPANCISCO about 
16 April. 

18 2000 COMINCH to CINCPAC. Info CIIICLAIIT. 

Bor HiCom only. Request your comment on contemplated as¬ 
signment of NEVADA to Atlantic and to your assignment of 
PENNSYLVANIA to your operational training command for gun¬ 
nery and other training functions. Contemplated assign¬ 
ments would leave available for combat services 3 IDAH0S 

2 CALIF0RNIAS and eventually 3 C0L0RAD0S 6 NORTH CAROLINAS 

3 IOWAS or 8 old and 9 new SB’s. 

21 0242 CINCPAC to COMINCH Info CINCLANT . 

HiCom reply urdis 182000. Concur except reassignment 
NEVADA PENNSYLVANIA to be deferred until completion JACK¬ 
BOOT oneration for which those ships have been trained. 
Estimated reassignment date 20 May. Noted that CALIFORNIA 
and WEST VIRGINIA will probably not be ready until near 
end of year, ’'/hen will '"’0UTH DAKOTA and ALABAMA arrive. 
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22 0400 C0M30PAJ to ADMIRAL 



From Oomsopac for Admiral Nimitz and King only handle as 
most secret. Your 202057 cruiser destroyer patrol being 
maintained to protect heavy traffic moving toward GUADAL¬ 
CANAL from possible surface raids and to prevent enemy 
bombardment of RUSSELLF which are considered highly vul¬ 
nerable until airfield completed and defenses consolidated. 
Current frenuent bad weather makes timely detection enemy 
force at BUIN unreliable and ECPIRITU SANTO entirely too 
far to permit interception of a bombardment force. This 
employment considered to afford realistic wartime training. 
With completion RUSSELL Field about April 15 propose to 
discontinue regular patrol HAT HL0CK. 


23 0425 C INCH AC to CG WPG Info COHINCH. CTF 16. 51. COMVnSSEAFRON. etc . 


Joint Chiefs of Staff 221939. As result your conference 
with Army request appropriate modification your 172239. 

On receipt this information I will fill in blanks and is¬ 
sue as our Joint Directive. Assume you and Rockwell will 
be able to solve problems mentioned his 190135. 


22 1939 JOINT CHIEFS OF STAFF via COHINCH to CINCPAC. CG WDC. 

Info COrrESTSSA^RCN. C0? .NC’.'/EGTSEAFRON. CTF 16. COHAVPHFORPAC. 

In view of indications of development of airfields in ATTU 
by Japanese Joint Chiefs of Staff desire LANDCRAB opera¬ 
tion be undertaken as soon as practicable. Refer Cominch 
111221. Para. 2. Army considers forces set forth in 
Comdg General Western Defense Command 172239 too great 
and are in direct conference with DeWitt on this matter. 

23 2109 CINCPAC to COMSOPAC 



For Admiral Halsey only. Hicom. Presume you have considered 
maintaining a cruiser destroyer group in Port PURVIS to 
accomplish objectives your 220400. Present air strength 
in the area plus ship.AA should provide acceptable defense 
against enemy bombing and the anchorage affords much natural 
protection from submarines. Another but less consideration 
is the res\iltant reduction in fuel expenditure. What is 
hat block. 
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Prom: Joint Chiefs of Staff. (232357 of March 1943) 

To: Cincpac action. 

Comsopao info. 

(MacArthur lias). 

1. Army ground and Army air forces additional to those present 
and enroute as of March 8th are to be moved to the South Pacific 
and Southv/est Pacific Areas in accordance with schedule given in 
following paragraphs. 


2. South Pacific. 


A. 2nd Quarter: 

Air Forces - 

Increase both heavy bomb groups to 4 squadrons /c 
12 planes each. Increase medium bomb group to 57 * , N 

planes, two troop carrier squadrons 13 planes each. 
Inorease photo squadron to 13 planes. 

B. 3rd Quarter: 

Air Forces - 

Increase night fighter detaohment to squadron 
12 planes, one observation squadron 21 planes. 

C. 4th Quarter: 

Air Forces - 

Increase both fighter groups to four squadrons 
25 planes each, one photo squadron 13 planes. 

3. Southwest Pacific . 

A. 2nd Quarter: 

Ground Forces - 

One division infantry (1st Cavalry) t 


Air Forces - 

Increase medium bomb strength to 2 groups 57 
planes each. Bring light bomb groups to 57 planes. 
Increase night fighter strength to 2 squadrons 12 
planes each. Increase present troop carrier 
strength to 3& groups 52 planes per group. 
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B. 3rd Quarter: 

Ground Forces - 

One infantry division. 

Air Forces - 

One heavy bomb group 48 planes. One medium 
bomb group 5V planes. One light bomb group 57 
planes. Two fighter groups 75 planes each. 

One troop carrier group 52 planes. Increase 
present observation strength by one group of 
about 84 planes. Increase photo plane strength 
to one group. 

C. 4th Quarter: 

Air Forces - 

One light bomb group 57 planes. One fighter 
group 75 planes. 

4* In addition to initial equipment prescribed above, a depot 
reserve of 25# in the area is planned. Replacement aircraft for 
attrition is planned at 20# of initial equipment per month exclu¬ 
sive of transports. Actual transport losses will be replaced. 

5. Distribution of ground forces indicated above between South 
and Southwest Pacific is tentative and subject to possible re¬ 
adjustments. In addition to major units noted herein, the move¬ 
ment of supporting and service units and replacements to South 
and Southwest Pacific is planned. 


6. Following total shore and tender based naval aircraft 
squadrons to be deployed in SOPAC by end of periods indicated: 


A. 2nd Quarter - 

Medium bombers 2, light bombers 10, fighters 
9, troop carriers 3, patrol planes 6, photo 2, 
observation 12. 


B. 3rd Quarter - 

Medium bombers 4, light bombers 10, fighters 
10, troop carriers 4, patrol planes 7, photo 3, 
observation 12. 


C. 4th Quarter - 

Medium bombers 6, light bombers 12, fighters 
12, troop cwrriers 4, patrol planes 8, photo 3, 
observation 12. 
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Southwest Pacific 

A. 2nd Quarter - 

Patrol planes 2, observation 1. 

B. 3rd Quarter - 

Patrol planes 4, observation 1. 

8* Squadron strength 18 planes except medium bombers, 
troop carriers, an# patrol planes 12, photo and observation 6. 
Patrol squadrons SOPAC include land type. 

9. After conference with representatives of Cincpac, 

Comsopac, and Comsowespac Area provision has been made to 
issue a directive to cover execution of operations generally 
contemplated under Task 2 of the July 2nd directive, Cominoh 
022100. Departure from Washington of staff representatives 
will be deferred until completion of this directive. 

10. In concurrence with the unanimous recommendations of 
staff representatives. Joint Chiefs of Staff desire the early 
development of air bases on KIRIWINA and WOODLARK Islands. 

South Pacific and Southwest Pacific staffs agree that air base 
construction on WOODLARK should be accomplished by construction 
battalions from South Pacific and aircraft complement for this 
base be provided by Comsopao. 

11. Prevailing opinion here indicates desirability of defer¬ 
ring projected MUNDA operations or other major operations in 
NEW GEORGIA until after establishment air base in WOODLARK and 
possibly after seizure LAE and HUON peninsula have been effected. 
Comments of this deferment desired from action and information 
addressees. 

12. Cincpacs comments also invited regarding redeployment of 
Pacific Pleat units in event of protracted deferment of offen¬ 
sive operations in the SOLOMONS. 
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24 0230 COMSUBPAC to CINCPAC 

Cincpac 232139. Coinlnch 141927 torch v/hich was considered 
satisfactory by Comsubpac provides for building up of sub¬ 
marines Sowespac to 24 by November. With present transfer 
of SILVERSIDES and DRUE to Southwest immediate transfer of 
4 additional subs to Southwest in accordance with desires 
of Com 7th Fleet 220503 torch would cause critical loss to 
this force. Unless Cominch considers military situation 
in Southwest warrants immediate action desired by Com 7th 
Fleet, urgently recommend that no more submarines be trans¬ 
ferred from Task Force 17. Present number of operating 
submarines this force insufficient to keep important and 
fruitful Empire areas properly filled. Also desire to 
augment own force in order to prepare to carry out opera¬ 
tions desired and necessary in Cominch 122204 torch. 

24 2203 CINCPAC to COMINCH Info COM 7TH FLEET. CQMSTJ3PAC. 

Most secret. Your 221938 do not recommend increase of 
submarines to Sowespac beyond those orovided for your 141927 
at this time. 2 submarines have been ordered to replace 
the GRAMPUS and AMBERJACK. The transfer of 4 more to the 
Sowespac at this time would result in an undesirable decrease 
in the nresent insufficient number of submarines on patrol 
in the imnortant and fruitful Emnire areas. As additions 
ere made to Subforpac in the coming months it probably will 
be possible to comply with the desires Com 7th Fleet 220503. 


23 2357 JOINT CHIEFS OF STAFF six part . 

See separate carbon pink attached herein. 


28 0137 COMSOPAC to JOINT CHIEFS OF STAFF Info CINCPAC 

Concur major operations against NEW GEORGIA by SOPAC forces 
be deferred until commissioning WOODLARK air base (If recon¬ 
naissance proves feasible to build) and that these be con¬ 
ducted concurrently with SOWESPAC large scale operations 
against LAE and IIUON PENINSULA. Will start WOODLARK recon¬ 
naissance first week April unless otherwise directed. 

Propose to continue pressure on NEW GEORGIA (VILA MUNDA 
principally) by air attack, occasional bombardment, mining, 
and the use of troops for raids on outposts and for infiltra¬ 
tion as further development of enemy strength and intentions 
may indicate. If as a result of pressure continuous combat 
bw' reconnaissance indicates Jap is withdrawing forces from 

NE’E GEORGIA or is being so weakened that VILA MUNDA can be 
taken without major operations and can be loglstically sup¬ 
ported and built up by us in strength for operations against 
BOUGAINVILLE, propose moving ahead. This is utmost secret. 
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3603-29th (March 1943) Jos 291803 


From: 

To: 


Joint Chiefs of Staff. 
MaoArthur, Nimitz, Halsey. 


(C ART>VHEEL) 

(All acknowledge receipt) 


1. The Joint Chiefs of Staff directive communicated in 
CaminCh Dispatch 022100 of July 1942 is cancelled and the follow¬ 
ing directive is substituted therefor. 


2. Command . 


(a) The operations outlined in this directive will be 
conducted under the direction of the Supreme Com¬ 
mander, Southwest Pacific Area. 

(b) Operations in the SOLOMON ISLANDS WILL be under the 
direct command of the Commander, SoPac Area, operat¬ 
ing under ge neral directive s of the Supreme Commander, 
Southwest PacTi lc Area. ' 



r 




(c) Units of the Pacifio Ocean Area, other than those 
assigned by the Joint Chiefs of Staff to task foroes 
engaged in these operations, will remain under the 
oontrol of the Commander in Chief, Pacific Ocean 
Area (CinCPac). 

3. Forces will be allocated for these operations as de¬ 
termined by the Joint Chiefs of Staff. 

4. Tasks. 


(a) Establish airfields on KIP.IWINA and WOODLARK ISLANDS. 


(b) Seize LAE - SALAKAUA - FINSCRAVEN - MADANG Area and 
occupy Western NEW BRITAIN. 

(c) Seize and occupy SOLOMON ISLANDS to include the southern 
portion of BOUGAINVILLE. 

5. Purposes . 


To inflict losses on Japanese foroes, to deny these 
areas to Japan, to contain Japanese forces in the Pacific Theater 
by maintaining the initiative, and to prepare for ultimate seizure 
Of BISMARK ARCHIPELAGO. 



1 - 
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J.C.S. 291803 
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(CARTa^HEEL) -Cont’d. 


6. Plana . 

Supreme Commander, Southwest Paoifio Area, will sufcmit 
general plans including composition of task forces, sequence and 
timing of major offensive operations to the Joint Chiefs of Staff. 


Foregoing directive has been embodied in Joint Chiefs 
of Staff paper 238/5/D which has March 28th, 1943, for its date. 
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Originator 87. 
Release 00 


FROM: CINCPAC 

TO: C TF 16. CQMAMPHFQRPAC 

INFO: COMINCH 

COMGEN WDC 
C OMWESEAFRON 
GOMNO KWESEAFRCN 


Show to 16_17 

86_Oil 

Precedence 


3U HI 


THIS IS A JOINT DIRECTIVE ISSUED BY CINCPAC AND COMGEN WDC PARA X 
OBJECTIVE X REDUCTION AND OCCUPATION OF ATTU AND OCCUPATION MOST 
SUITABLE AIRFIELD SITE IN NEAR ISLANDS AT EARLIEST PRACTICABIE 
DATE X PARA X PURPOSE X TO SEVER ENEMYS LINES OF COMMUNICATION TO 
WESTERN ALEUTIANS X TO DENY THE NEAR ISLANDS TO THE ENEMY AND TO 
CONSTRUCT AN AIRFIELD THEREON FOR AIR OPERATIONS AGAINST ENEMY 
FORCES X TO RENDER KISKA UNTENABLE AND TO CREATE BASE OF OPERATIONS 
FOR POSSIBLE FUTURE REDUCTION AND OCCUPATION OF KISKA X TASK AFFIRM 
TO REDUCE AND OCCUPY ATTU X TASK BAKER TO OCCUPY THE MOST SUITABLE 
AIRFIELD SITE IN NEAR ISLANDS AND BUILD AIRFIELD THEREON X PARA X 
COMMAND X SUPREME COMMAND CTF 16 X COMAMPHFQRPAC TO OPERATE UNDER 
QTF 16 AND COMMAND AMPHIBIOUS OPERATIONS UNTIL LANDING PHASE 
COMPLETED X ARMY COMMANDER COMGEN 7TH DIVISION WITH 2 ND IN COMMAND 
TO HE DESIGNATED BY COMGEN WDC X PARA X FORCES ASSIGNED NAVY X 
TASK FORCES 16 AND 51 X PARA X ARMY FORCES, ASSAULT RESERVE AND 
INITIAL OCCUPATION TROOPS COLON ASSAULT ON ATTU 7TH DIVISION COMBAT 
TEAM CONSISTING 17TH INFANTRY, 1 BN FIELD ARTILLERY, 1 BN COMBAT 
ENGINEERS FOR SHORE PARTIES, 1 BATTERY AA AUTOMATIC WEAPONS, 3 
DETACHMENTS 75 TH SPECIAL SIGNAL COMPANY, 1 COMPANY 7 TH DIVISION 
ORGANIC COMBAT ENGINEERS, 1 MEDICAL COLLECTING COMPANY 7TH DIVISION X 
1 PLATOON 7TH DIVISION MEDICAL CLEARING COMPANY, DETACHMENT HEAD* 
QUARTERS 7TH DIVISION MEDICAL BN, DETACHMENT 7TH DIVISION QUARTER¬ 
MASTER BN, DETACHMENT 7TH DIVISION ORGANIC SIGNAL COMPANY X INITIAL 
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OCCUPATION SELECTED SITE IN WEAK ISLANDS 18TH COMBAT ENGINEERS FROM 
ADAK, 4TH INFANTRY COMPOSITE REGIMENT FROM ADAK X FLOATING RESERVE 
1 REGIMENTAL COMBAT TEAM CONSISTING OF 32ND INFANTRY WITH REINFORCE¬ 
MENTS SIMILAR TO THOSE FOR 17TH INFANTRY INDICATED ABOVE X GARRISONS 
FOR ATTU AND SELECTED SITE IN NEAR ISLANDS TO HE DESIGNATED BY 
COMGEN WDC AND TO INCLUDE 17TH INFANTRY COMBAT TEAM, 32 ND INFANTRY 
COMBAT TEAM, 78TH CA AA AND 2ND BN 501ST CA AA X PARA X TARGET 
DATE MAY 7, 1943 X PARA X REVERSION OF COMMAND X COMMAND OCCUPIED 
AREA WILL REVERT TO ARMY WHEN SENIOR ARMY OFFICER NEAR ISLANDS 
INFORMS CTF 16 ARMY IS READY TO TAKE OVER X NAME FOR 

ENTIRE OPERATION- ELECTROCUTE X 
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30 0325 CIN0PA0 to COMPTON. 


An sending Desdiv 27 less ED' .ARDS about 8 April, SANTA FE 
and EDWARDS about one week later. Kinkaid has been told 
to move up Batdiv 2 and 4 DO from Coast if desirable. 

No other reenforcement available except from Gopac and 
there would be 24 days before arrival ALEUTIANS. This 
an answer to your 292003. This is super secret. 

30 2013 CIIICPAO to COITSOPAO Info CONINCH . 

Joint Chiefs of Staff 291803 what is your estimate of 
lac Fleet forces required prior to and during these 
operations. Overall Pacific situation makes it neces¬ 
sary to provide additional strength in both Central and 
North areas. _ I do not believe that planned SOLOMONS Sea 
operations will pin enemy fleet to that area. 

01 0111 COPSCPAC to CITTCPAC Info COMINCH. 

Estimate Pacific PLeet (most secret) forces required in 
SoPac Area prior to operations referred to your 302013 
should benot repeat not less than those now assigned. At 
present time one battleship 3 cruisers 14 destroyers 6 DMS’s 
and 3 APD’s are under overhaul and these figures'’will gen¬ 
erally apply until middle of May. This vitally necessary 
overhaul program after prolonged combat operations, plus 
recent withdrawal of 1 destroyer division for PEARL SAN 
FR.'uIMISoO escort duty, reduces task forces present to such 
extent that except in emergency 1 cruiser task force only 
can be kept in readiness to guard supply lines to RUSSELS 
and.GUADALCANAL. C 0 nvoy escort must be maintained, and 
until overhaul schedule is completed other task forces 
must . be exercised singly in rotation with light screen re¬ 
maining destroyers in training at sea and in landing exer¬ 
cises for forthcoming major operations. As result of fore¬ 
going status strongly recommend against additional with¬ 
drawal of units at this time unless Jap action necessitates. 
Consider at present time (due to movement of major forces 
into TRUK) he is pinned for any major operation to the 
SOLOMON 0 NE’ GUINEA area. By harassing him until our major 
operations are initiated I feel we can keep him occupied 
here in large part. V/hen major operations commence I estimate 
we will need the additional battleship and 3 carriers enroute, 
replacements for battle damaged cruisers now under Navy Yard 
availability, another squadron of destroyers. At that"time 
anticipate our progress up SOLOMONS and LacArthurs forward 
movement to ETT T~ITAITt will provoke strong Jap reaction 
necessitating superior U.s. Forces to insure success of both 
movements. 
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31 0313 GTF 16 to CINCPAC. Info CQHINCH. CTF 51. 
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CTF 16 renlying Cincpac 290031. Most Secret. Assumptions 
are that Japs immediately will try again to get supplies and 
reenforcements into JACKBOOT - BOODLE area and will continue 
trying until definitely and fully stopoed and drive out 
ALEUTIAN Chain. This is part 1 of 2 carts of my 310322. 

Each attemot will be made in greater strength and next at¬ 
tempt may include battleships, nossibly backed up by carrier. 
Due battle damage and operational casualties strength our 
surface forces at this moment reduced to point that scouting 
line to westward cannot be maintained and main reliance must 
be nlaced on air. RICHMOND DETROIT at VENTRILOQUIST 2 DD’s 
at FORMULA can be sent out in emergency. Within week expect 
have 3 additional DD’s available. 

31 0322 Final and 2nd part of my 310322. Most secret. Reenforcements. 
Rockwell has been requested send soon as oossible 2 BB’s with 
4 DD’s. 3rd will be requested when screens available. Need 
for carrier not felt at this time but do need dive bomber and 
torpedo nlanes to base at FORMULA. 1 or 2 CA’s while not es¬ 
sential after BB’s arrive are highly desirable to increase 
freedom of movement of cruiser force. DD situation acute now 
and has always been difficult. 1 Squadron in addition de¬ 
stroyers now assigned and contemplated would relieve continuous 
shortage this type. 2 fleet submarines highly desiraole, 
could use 4 to great advantage. When surface and amphibious 
operations are undertaken in KURILE area additional forces 
will be required. Strongly urge that 100 percent reserve 
crews be provided for all planes 11th Airforce in order main¬ 
tain maximum uounding of KISKA and ATTU. 100 percent reserve 
in fighter planes and 50 percent reserve in bombers are 
necessary to meet operating conditions this area. 
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April 1st . (Oahu Date) 

Thirteen VF attacked a small AK off VELLA LAVELLA during 
the day. The scheduled bombardment for last night of the VILA- 
MUNDA area by units of TF 18 was cancelled. 

Coninch has approved the withdrawal of 3 CAs and 4 DDs 
from SOPAC to reinforce NORPAC. 

Cominch 011010 directs Admiral Halsey to confer with 
General MacArthur regarding proposed operations in the SOLOMONS 
SEA Area. 


CTF 16 proposes the use of fleet subs -- one off PARAMU- 
SHIRO and one off the east coast of KAMCHATKA.,. His 020400 pink 
give3 an outline of the employment of surface forces during the 
LANDCRAB operation. 


It is possible that Cardiv OIIE is in the TRUK area. 
April 2nd . (Oahu Date) (£' 


6/K 


During the night 2-3 April (-11) two CL and 4 DDs of TF 18 
presumably made a sweep for enemy vessels in the KOLA GULF area. 

No results were reported. A SOPAC plane reported sinking an I-class 
enemy sub with bombs off the BUIN area at 1647 (-11) April 3. The 
fast BBs under Rear Admiral Lee will put to sea tomorrow for three 
days gunnery training in the South CORAL SEA. 


KISKA was attacked by 6 VF from AMCHITKA at 1005 (/lO) 
and again by 6 VF at 1240 (/lO). At 1355 (/lO) 5 heavy and 5 
medium bombers from ADAK attacked the KISKA area. At 1730 (/lO) 

10 heavy bombers from ADAK made a calculated run attack on KISKA. 
These"calculated run" attacks cannot be expected to produce good 
results. Even using a bombsight the planes have had little success 
in knocking out enemy installations. 


The WICHITA, SAN FRANCISCO, LOUISVILLE and 4 DDs under 
Rear Admiral Giffen are expected to sail from the SOPAC for PEARL 
to reinforce TF 16 about April 7th. In his Q7-> | vo pink CTF 51 
makes recommendations on the employment of BBs for the LANDCRAB 
operation. Rear Admiral Rockwell wants the PENNSYLVANIA a3 his 
flagship. Admiral Kinkaid feels that such employment unduly 
restricts that ship. Also, CTF 16 does not see the need of the 
NEW MEXICO and MISSISSIPPI, at this time, for the LANDCRAB operation. 


A considerable move of enemy air toward the SOLOMONS is 
indicated. Sizable air attacks are to be expected in the near 
future. Com 7th Fleet reports positive evidence of the enemy 
employing acoustic mines off BRISBANE. A? C :y>'. 
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April 3 rd. (Oahu Date) 


rv 


OTF IB made sweeps in the North NEW GEORGIA area on 
nights 2-3 and 3-L April (- 11 ) with negative results. Admiral 
Halsey has ordered these night operations to continue until 
further orders. On the 9th (-11) Rear Admiral Merrill's cruiser 
group will cover the laying of a mine field off KOLOUBANGARA. 

The fine performance of the WAHOO in sinking 37,000 tons 
enemy shipping in the YELLOW Sea is described in TU 17.1.2 010900. 

Comnorpac two part 032100 is an operation summary for 
April 2nd (/ 10). 

Cincpac 022341 pink gives additions to Norpacfor for 
the LANDCRA3 operation (3 CA, 4 DD, 2 SS). 

Indications of major enemy air activity in the SOLOMONS 
Sea area continue. It now seems probable that our positions will 
be attacked about April 11th (-11). 

April 4th. (Oahu Date) ' 

All Pacific Ocean areas were quiet. Oomsopac 050619 
is^ an operations summary. The second mining project off K0L0M- 
BANGARA mentioned yesterday has been postponed indefinitely. 

CinC Sowespac area reports remarkaole success in air 
attacks on enemy ships at KAVIENG on April 3 and 4 (-11). The 
reported bag is 1 CA and 1 CL sunk; 1 CL or DD probably sunk; 

2 DD badly damaged. The attacks were during darkness and made 
from low levels, - some being skip bombing. 

Bad weather caused the cancellation of air activities 
in the ALEUTIANS. The refloating of the MIDDLETON continues to 
be delayed by weather. 


Admiral Nimitz is exploring a redeployment of the 
Pacific Fleet which involves moving all 33s and CVs to the Cen¬ 
tral Pacific. This plan when evolved will be sent to Cominch 
for concurrence. 


There were no new enemy developments. 
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April 5th . (Oahu Date) 




CTF 18 has been ordered by Comsopac to bombard the VILA- 
MUNDA area the night of 7-8 April (-11). On completion that 
force will retire to ESPIRITU SANTO. Today 6 SBDs with 6 VF 
covering bombed VILA. 

Oincpac will hold the 12th defense battalion at PEARL 
until SOPAC plans for its use crystalize. 

IDAHO and NEVADA will proceed from the SAN PEDRO area 
to the ALEUTIANS April 7th (/s) . Except for the NARWHAL and 
NAUTILUS v/hich are being sent to CTF 16 as troop carriers, no 
Fleet subs will be made available for LANDCRAB. 

Sopac staff officers arrived at PEARL today enroute 
south from WASHINGTON. Views regarding the present and future 
SOPAC set-up were exchanged today and further informal discus¬ 
sions will take place tomorrow. 

It now appears probable that the enemy will conduct 
offensive air operations in the SOLOMONS SEA area April 12th 

(D 


April Gth. (Oahu Date) 

At 0G15(-11) 7th 14 SBD, 4 TBF, 11 VF attacked VILA. 

At 1215(-11) 7th 6 SBD, 6 TBF, 12 VF attacked REKATA. A direct 
hit destroyed 1 4-engine flying boat. At 1925(-11) the 7th 
three enemy planes dropped bombs in the bivouac area at GUADAL¬ 
CANAL. Damage was slight. 

During the latter part of the morning it was learned at 
PEARL that enemy air was expected to attack our shipping and 
positions in the GUADALCANAL area commencing in the early after¬ 
noon. This information was passed immediately to Comsopac. As 
a result all major shipping in the GUADALCANAL area was ordered 
to sail at once toward ESPIRITU SANTO and minor shipping was 
ordered to take cover. The mining project at KOLOKBANGARA was 
cancelled and CruDiv 12 was ordered to withdraw. The scheduled 
bombardment in the VILA area was cancelled and TF 13 was ordered 
to a patrol station to the southeast of the SOLOMONS. TFs 10 
and 14 were ordered to proceed to the CORAL SEA south of GUADAL¬ 
CANAL . 


At 1530(-11) April 7 the AARON WARD which was escorting 
two LST from the RUSSELLS received two hit3 and one near miss 
from enemy dive bombers. The ship was taken in tow by the ORTOLAN, 
but sank about three hours later off TULAGI. At 1445(-11) April 
7th enemy air attacked our shinning nff TULAGI sinking the M0& and 
damaging the KANAWHA ,ERSKINEjpiIELPS. Off the north coast 
of GUADALCANAL the TAPPAHANNOCK and WOODWORTH were attacked by 
seven planes but no damage was done. 
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Aprll 6th . (Oahu Date) 

246 enemy VF were reported in the northern SOLOMONS today. 
Comsopac urges an air attack on such a fine target. 

A possible enemy sub was reported by a search plane at 
0910 (/9^) today 105 miles bearing 40° from OAHU. 

In the ALEUTIANS Army planes attacked KISKA at 1410, 1415, 
and 1655^-10} 

April 7th . (Oahu Date) 

Task forces 10 and 14 are operating about 250 miles 
south of GUADALCANAL. TF 15 is operating approximately 160 miles 
northeast of TF 10 and 14. TF 18 is operating about 300 miles 
southeast of GUADALCANAL. Enemy submarines are believed to be 
in these areas in fair strength. Enemy reconnaissance planes can 
reach all of these T^ 1 operating areas. Beyond several cruisers 
and destroyers, no enemy surface strength is believed south of 
the equator and there is no indication that any appreciable sur¬ 
face strength intends to move toward the SOLOMONS Sea area in the 
near future. Admiral Halsey may have information not available 
here upon which he has based his present deployment. Not knowing 
his reasons, we are unable to understand this deployment. 

Complete results of the enemy air raid on our ships in 
the GUADALCANAL area have been reported as follows: 


Own 

aXEon ward 


Sunk 

KANAWHA 

_ 

Sunk 

MOA 

— 

Sunk 

ERSKINE PHELPS 

— 

Badly damaged 

ADHARA 

- 

Damaged 

FAREITHCLT 

— 

Minor damage 

TAPPHANNOCK 

- 

Strafing damage 

WOODWORTH 

- 

Strafing damage 

7 VF 

- 

Lost 

Enemy 

33 - 34 planes 

- 

Destroyed 

From the above 

it is 

seen that our air strength in the 

GUADALCANAL area cannot 

prevent serious losses and damage to our 

surface forces in those 

waters 

• 

Of 12 TBF on a 
seven are missing. 

strike 

at KAHILI at 0420 (-11) April 8th 

gwv 


(Continued) 
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April 7th. (Oahu Date) 




The GUDGEON arrived at FREMANTLE yesterday from patrol 
in the JAVA Bea and reported sinking about 29,000 tons enemy 
shipping, including a large naval tanker. 

On the 7th (/ 10) bad weather halted all ALEUTIAN air 
operations. The MIDDLETON was refloated April 6th (/ 10) and 
will be towed to DUTCH HARBOR. 

Except as noted above, there are no indications of 
enemy offensive operations anywhere in the Pacific Ocean Areas. 
Nevertheless, it continues to be within enemy capability to 
make raids in force on our MIDWAY - OAHU - CANTON line. 

April 8th. (Oahu Date) v 



The Pacific Ocean Areas were quiet today. Bad weather 
halted air operations in the ALEUTIANS. No air strikes were 
reported in the SOLOMONS. 


Sopac task forces are operating as shown yesterday ex¬ 
cept that TF IS has been ordered to BF’IRITU SANTO. 

Admiral Halsey is withdrawing SBDs and TBFs from GUADAL¬ 
CANAL as practicable and sending A5 VF from the ENTERPRISE and 
CHANANG0 to GUADALCANAL to meet an air raid expected in that area 
the 10th (-11). 


In his 082215 pink Cincpac raises the question of operat¬ 
ing major task forces as at present (see distribution noted 
yesterday). Comsopac 090601 is Admiral Halsey's reply. 

Admiral Halsey is proceeding at once to survey the 
feasibility of an early move into the 3UIN - SHORTHAND area, - 
presumably by-passing MUNDA. 

The TRITON, which has been on patrol in the area be¬ 
tween RA3AUL and the PELEW3, is over due and presumed lost. 

The TUNNY reported 7 hits in 2 ACVs off TRUK. 

Nothing new was learned today concerning the deploy¬ 
ment of major enemy forces. 
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(Oahu Date) 



April 9th. 



Major SOPAC task forces continue to operate in the 
northeast CORAL 3ea area. No targets for these ships can be 
seen from here. Bad weather in both the .SOLOMONS Sea Area and 
in the ALEUTIANS caused the cancellation of offensive air opera¬ 
tions . 


The STRONG- reported having sunk an 1-120 Glass enemy 
sub off the Northeast coast of SAN CRISTOBAL at 1100 OCT 7th. 


The POMPANO reported two possible hit 3 on a CV off the 
east coast of HONSHU. It does not seera probable that this CV 
is the SIIOKAKU Class. 

There were no new enemy developments. ^ a-dD 




April 10th. (Oahu Date) 

The Pacific Ocean areas were generally quiet. No major 
Japanese units were sighted. Except for Rear Admiral Merrill's 
cruisers which continue on patrol to the Southeast of the SOLO¬ 
MONS, all SOPAC major task forces are returning to port. 

At 0657 (-11) April 11th 12 SBD attacked MUNDA. The 
usual night harassing planes operated in the central SOLOMONS. 

A possible submarine was sighted today 200 miles South¬ 
west of CANTON Island. During the night a possible sub was 
sighted off KANEOHE Air Station, OAHU. 

At 1100 (/ 10) April 10 a plane sighted two enemy DDs 
in Lat. 5A-27, Long. 169-42. An unsuccessful glide bombing at¬ 
tack was made. 

Cincpac has approved the master plan 
pac 110321). 

There were no new enemy developments. 


’or LANDCRAB (Cinc- 


CwA 


K 
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April 11th. (Oahu date) 

Between 2120 and 2150 (-11) April 11th 6 B-17’s at¬ 
tacked 3ALLALE and KAHILI. Two of these planes are missing. 

At 0730 (-11) the 12th 6 SBD’s covered by 23 VF attacked VELLA. 

The TUNNY confirms the report of 4 hits in one ACV and 
3 in a big ACV or CV. The enemy reports no damage from one of 
these attacks. However, the attack has caused the Japs to in¬ 
tensify A/S measures in the TRUK area. 

By September the Pacific Fleet should receive 8 new CVs. 

At 1000 and 1850 (/ 10) April 11th Army VF from AMCHITKA 
attacked KISKA. Results were not observed. 

An expected air attack on GUADALCANAL today did not C-UU* 
materialize. - —, 

- 0 

April 12th. (Oahu Date) 

MUNDA was attacked at 0815 (-11) April 13th by eleven 
TBF escorted by 21 VF. 

All major SOPAC task forces are now ordered to bases. 

Admiral Halsey has requested that the 3rd Marines be re¬ 
placed in the SAMOAN area to permit it to join the 3rd Division. 

At 1000 (/10) April 12th 8 P-403 from AMCHITKA dropped 
8-500 lb. bombs on KISKA. 

There is good evidence that the POMPANO got two hits in 
the SHOKAKU (previously mentioned). 

Carrier planes operating from RABAUL made a large scale 
bombing attack on MORESBY during the day. S7/Pac air was able to 
destroy about one fourth of the attacking planes. Only minor damage 
was inflicted by the enemy. 

From all indications, the enemy continues to be on the 
strategic defensive in the South Pacific Theatre. 

(V* ® 
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April 13th 


(Oahu date) 



The Solomons Sea Area was generally quiet. A minor 
strike was made on camouflaged barges in VIRU Harbor, and the 
usual searches was completed. No strikes was reported in the 
KISKA area. There were no major sightings in the Pacific Ocean 
Areas. 


Our radio deception plan is calling enemy attention to 
the MARSHALLS - GILBERTS area with some results apparent. 

The enemy carriers that landed some of their planes in 
the KAVIENG - RABAUL area to raid PORT MORESBY are expected to 
reembark their planes in the next day or so. This operation 
indicates that the Japs are not now willing to expose their CVs 
to our shore based air. 



April 14th (Oahu date) 

At 1130(-11) April 15th 6 TBF escorted by 15 VP attached 
MUNDA. At 1535(-11) same day 2 TBF, 4 F4U covered by 15 VF 
attacked and sank an 80-foot boat or barge at REKATA. At 1608 
(-11) same day, 5 SBD escorted by 15 VF attacked VILA. 

On the 13th(/l0) 6 air attacks on KISKA were made from 
AMCHITKA and two air attacks v/ere made from ADAK. Numerous 
hits were observed.and several fires started. On the 14th 
(/10) 2 air attacks on KISKA were made from ADAK and six air 
attacks were made from AMCHITKA. The MIDDLETON arrived at 
Dutch Harbor on the 13th. 

The SOUTH DAKOTA will report to Cincpac for duty on 
May 10th at the Canal Zone. 

CinC Combined is going to inspect the BUIN Area on the 
18th(-9) arriving from RABAUL by plane. „ 

(V^ © 
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April 15th, 


(Oahu Date) 



The South and Central Pacific areas were unusually 
quiet. No major enemy forces were sighted. Our SOPAC task 
forces are at their bases. 


Two air attacks were made on KISKA from ADAK start¬ 
ing fires. One heavy bomber was shot down by enemy AA fire. 


The North and East Coast of NEW GUINEA continues to 
be the focal point of enemy interest in the South - Southwest 

Paeifl °- (V^, (s) 

April 16th . (Oahu Date) 


Eleven TBF, five B-17s. nine B-24s attacked the KAHILI 
area between 2004 and 2130 (-11) April 17. Two enemy planes at¬ 
tacked GUADALCANAL the night of the 16th (-11). Only slight 
damage was reported. 


12 SBD escorted by 13 VP attacked MUNDA at 1415 (-11) 

the 17th. 


Admiral Halsey Is in BRISBANE to discuss plans for the 
continuation of the NEW GUINEA - SOLOMONS offensive with General 
MacArthur. There is considerable newspaper discussion now ap¬ 
pearing regarding reenforcements for General MacArthur. 


CTP 16 reports 11 VP attacks on KISKA from AMCHITKA 
the 15th (/lO). A total of 91 tons of bombs were dropped on 
KISKA that day in 13 attacks. The first report of attacks 
made on the 16th (/lO) shows that 49 planes attacked KISKA. 
Considerable damage was Inflicted but will not be assessed 
until the photo interpretation is completed. 


fr An attempt will be made to intercept an enemy high 

l commander when he makes a projected visit to the BUIN area the 
ft\13th (-11). * 

V 0 s © 





1510 














DECLASSIFIED 


-S ECRE T - 

April 17th, (Oahu date) 




Con 3rd Fleet 180611 is an operation summary for his 


area. Major SOPAC task forces continue in port. It seems proba¬ 
ble that CinC Combined was shot down in a plane over the 3UIN 
area today by Array P-38s. 


It is possible that a lap sub is being towed toward the 


MARSHALLS by a DD and is now roughly half way between CANTON and 
FUNAFUTI. If the contact can be developed air attacks will be 
made. 


Large scale air attacks continue on KISKA from both 


AMCHITKA and ADAK. There are beginning to be signs of enemy 
distress from these attacks. The NEVADA and IDAHO are standing 
to the westward from ADAK to patrol to the Northwest of ATTU. In 
view of possible stepping up of Jap sub operations in the ALEUTIANS 
the use of BBs in this kind of an operation is not without risk. 



April 18th. (Oahu date) 

Com 3rd Fleet 190603 is an operations summary for the 
19th(-11). 

A total of 45 VF from AMCHITKA attacked KISKA during 

the day. 

There are good indications that the enemy is strengthening 
positions in the GILBERTS. 



April 19th . (Oahu Date) 

At 0740 (-11) April 20, 8 TBF and 12 Sffi attacked MUNDA. 
Other strikes are reported in Con 3rd Fleet 200616. 


Admiral Halsey states that he is required to provide a 


garrison for WOODLARK Island and desires the 12th Marine Defense 
Battalion from PEARL. 

On both the 18th and 19th KISKA was bombed by planes 
from both AMCHITKA and ADAK. 

There is evidence that Jap subs are moving toward our 
lines of communication to the southeast of CANTON. 




15.11 
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April 20th. (Oahu Date) 

Between 1840 and 1900 (-11) April 21 five B-24s at¬ 
tacked NUMA NUMA. An airstrip is under construction there. 

Com 3rd Fleet 210613 is an operation summary for the day. 

Major General Hale’s strike of 22 B-24a on NAURU was 
completed successfully. Damage was reported to phosphate in¬ 
stallations. At least five enemy intercepting planes were shot 
down. The planned strike of the same group on TARAWA will be 
on April 23rd {/ 9^). 


No report was received of ALEUTIAN activities for the 
20th (/ 10). Comnorpac 210802 two part pink gives changes in 
the operation plan for LANDCRA3. 


There were no new enemy developments. 
April 21st. (Oahu date) 





Com 3rd Fleet 220628 is an operational summary. At 
1600 (-11) April 22 6 T3F and 11 SBD attacked MUNDA. At 1715 
(-11) same day 4 VF strafed MUNDA and VILA air strips. 


Revised estimate of the NAURU strike indicates refineries 
and underground fuel supply completely destroyed, and only one 
zero definitely destroyed. At 0228 (-12) April 22 5 enemy bombers 
raided FUNAFUTI doing minor damage. 

On the 20th (/ 10) KISKA was attacked by one strike 
from ADAK and five strikes from AMCHITKA. An increase in sub 
contacts in the ALEUTIANS was reported. 


Comsopac 210654 two part pink deals with reassign¬ 
ment of troops. Cincpac 202217 pink requests policy of sending 
Sopac troops to SWPac at this time. This was answered by Cominch 

Q-i 1 ^ i > pink. 


A movement of air in the KURILES 


area is indicated. 
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Aprll 22th. 




(Oahu Date) 


r> 



Com 3rd Fleet 230721 is an operations summary for the 
day in the Sopac Area. 

Cincpac will authorize Admiral Halsey to provide the 
garrison at WOGDLARK in accordance with Cominch despatch on 
this subject noted yesterday. 

The SCORPION on patrol on the east coast of HONSHU 
reports having completed a mine plant and having damaged one 
large Maru. 



No report of ALEUTIAN operations for the day was 

received. 


The enemy continues to strengthen NE NEW GUINEA posi¬ 
tions. It continues to be indicated that this area is the focal 
point of enemy interest in the Pacific. However, these opera¬ 
tions do not require major fleet units and we must consider that 
the bulk of the enemy fleet is capable of operations in the 
Central Pacific. Raids in force on the MIDWAY - OAHU - CANTON 
line continue possible but not probable. 

April 23rd . (Oahu Date) 

At 1345 (-11) April 24th, 12 SBD and 12 TBF escorted 
by 16 VF attacked MUNDA. All major SOPAC task forces are at 
bases. One ACV is patrolling southeast of GUADALCANAL to cover 
logistic moves to the GUADALCANAL area. 

The bombing attack on TARAWA was completed at 1530 Zed 
today and Major General Hale, U. S. Army, who led the attack, is 
returning to OAHU with his Army bombers. 

Bad weather prevented air strikes in the ALEUTIANS. 
Lieutenant General De’.’.'itt is now at ADAK. 




Cominch 231632 pink believes it well to hold a task 
group in the Central Pacific. 


There were no new enemy developments. * rv/J 

Cv 1 ^- © 
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April 24th. (Oahu Date) 

During the day in the Central Solomons four Army VF 
jumped 10 Jap VB and 20 Zeros, shooting down 5 Zeros. We lost 
two VF. SOPAC task forces continue in port. No major enemy 
units were sighted. 

In the ALEUTIANS bad weather prevented all attacks on 
KISKA except for two VF from AMCHITKA. 

• 

Admiral Halsey has returned to NOUMEA from a conference 
in BRISBANE with General MacArthur. 


Cincpac 242345 pink desires that Admiral Kinkaid and 
General DeWitt explore future operations after LANDCRAB. 


There were no new enemy developments. 
April 25th. (Oahu Date) 


CAkW 


Usual air searches in the SOLOMONS were made, but bad 
weather prevented air strikes except the nightly harassing at 
KIHILI by 3 B-24s. There were no sightings of major enemy units. 

Cominch 251534 confirms Cincpac assumption that the 3rd 
Marines now at SAMOA will not be furnished relief from the main¬ 
land. 


Two, possibly three, Jap subs are operating off BRISBANE 
and during the day sank two freighters. 

KISKA was attacked by Army planes today from both ADAK 
and AMCHITKA. Rear Admiral Kinkaid suggests that it may be un¬ 
wise to employ the NARWHAL and NAUTILUS In LANDCRAB. (Comnorpac 
260124 pink) 

Four enemy CV known to have operated in the RABAUL-TRUK 
area as late as April 11th have not been located since that time. 

( 3 ) 
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April 26th. (Oahu Date) 

The SOLOMONS Sea area was quiet except for night 
strikes made on KAHILI, 3ALLALE and VILA between 0030 and 0515 
(-11) April 27th. Major task forces in the SOPAC are in port. 
Enemy submarines are operating off SYDNEY. The AOBA was sighted 
today on the reef at KAVIENG. 

Con 3rd Fleet 270510 pink is the proposed new SOPAC 
task force organization. 

On the 26th NORPAC light cruiser group bombarded ATTU. 
Several strikes were made on KISKA by Army planes and it is 
interesting to note that AA fire was considerably lighter than 
usual. 


Cincpac 270135 pink gives views on employment of the 
NAUTILUS and NARWHAL in LANDCRAB. CTF 51 262351 pink is on the 
same subject. 

Plans Section estimate of operations in the Central 
Pacific during 1943 was approved today by Admiral Nimitz as a 
general basis for future planning. 

There were no new enemy developments. 



April 27th. (Oahu Date) 

The South Pacific continues quiet. Air activity was 
limited to searches and minor harassing in the BUIN Area. The 
ENTERPRISE and VICTORIOUS are to relieve each other, both leav¬ 
ing present stations May 1st. 

A total of 49.8 tons of bombs were dropped on KISKA 
yesterday by Army and Canadian planes. Today air activities 
were severly reduced by bad weather. Only one attack was made 
on KISKA, which was a strike of 4 VF from AMCHITKA. The bomber 
strip at AMCHITKA will be able to accommodate 10 VB by April 
28 th. 

There were no new enemy developments. 
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April 28th. (Oahu Date) 



Comsopac 290610 is an operations summary. In addition 
to the operations thus summarized, at 0830 (-11) the 29th, 14 
VB escorted and assisted by 20 VF bombed and strafed enemy posi¬ 
tions .at K0L0MBANGARA. At 1545 (-11) the 29th KOLOMBANGARA 
positions were attacked again by 14 VB escorted by 16 VF. 

Cominch ^ c ? 1 pink suggests that the VICTORIOUS 
and NORTH CAROLINA be held at PEARL until the arrival here of 
the ENTERPRISE and WASHINGTON. It has been our thought all 
along that this is desirable in view of possible needs in the 
Central or North Pacific, but Cominch had previously held the 
view that two CVs should be kept in the SOPAC. Cincpac will 
concur with Cominch in this matter and hold the VICTORIOUS group 
at PEARL until the arrival of the ENTERPRISE group. Because of 
lack of screening DDs, the total force so retained at PEARL can¬ 
not be used with reasonable safety. 


Bad weather in the ALEUTIANS prevented air attacks 
on KISKA and curtailed searches. 

3ased on best available information of current enemy 
deployment it is possible for the enemy to employ as many as 
4 BBs in the North Pacific. This would form the center of a 
total force of: 4 BB (BatDiv 2), six cruisers, two CVs (con¬ 
verted marus),12-16 DDs. 

f M ^ r ,N 

April 29th. (Oahu Date) ^ 

Between 1840 and 1850 (-11) April 29, six 3-24s at¬ 
tacked KIETA. At 1125 (-11) April 30 nine SBD, nine TBF, and 
four VT escorted by 28 VF attacked VILA. Between 0424 and 
0510 (-11) April 30 five B-17s attacked KAHILI. Commencing at 
1300 Zed Mav 6th a mine field will be laid by 3 DM between 
MAKUTI Island and KOLOMBANGARA. 


today. 


Bad weather prevented air strikes in the ALEUTIANS 


There were no new enemy developments. 


(s) 
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DECLASSIFIED 

April (GOT) 

01 0900 TU 17.1.2 (Y/AHOO) to COHSUBPAC . 

vVAHO swop the broom for the nop and raopped up with 8 
ships sunk for 37,000. 6,000 tonner damaged due second 

hit dud. Trawler and 2 sanpans wrecked. Everything 
expended. 4 prematures. 3 ships off DAIREN 2 off 
CHilUJAMPO 1 off PORT ARTHUR 2 middle Yellow Sea 1 CHINETTS 
Strait. Torpex wonderful. Y/AIIOO returning base as cocky 
as boot seaman on leave. 81901953. 31 deg. North 147 deg. 

East. 

03 2054 C0HN0RPACF0R to COMINCH. Cl HOP AO. COMNORYZESTS EAFRON. etc. 

Part 1 of 2 parts my 032100. Part--2—of--2--part—Apririr-Pnd 

Nummary? 12 VENTRILOQUIST Liberators 1733 dropped 60 

quarter tonners North HEAD 136 centuries runway BOODLE 
from 12 to 14,000 feet. Hits observed. Unusually large 
volume medium but low AA from North HEAD, north and west 
of main camp, North of SALMON Lagoon and sub base. No 
planes damaged. No enemy aircraft or new shipping observed. 
Additional FORMULA missions to BOODLE. SCRON . 8 P-40’s 
approx 1000 dropped 6 nuarter tonners main camp near hangar 
from 7000. Results not observed. Broken overcast. Moder¬ 
ate AA. 

03 2100 This is part 2 and final of 032100. 3rd. 8 Lightnings 
approx 1000 left 7-1100 pounders 8 nuarter tonners mag 
cluster main camp from 8000 through hole in overcast with 
unobserved results. AA light. 4th. 8 P40’s approx 1250 
dropped 8 nuarter tonners main camp from 8000. Observed 
smoke from bombed area. 5th. 8 Lightnings approx 1400 
left 8 quarter tonners 7 mag clusters main camp from 3500 
to 8000 feet. Results unobserved. Heavy accurate AA some 
from GERTRUDE COVE. 8th. 8 P40’s approx 1600 from 6000 
feet dropped 8 quarter tonners main camp with unobserved 
results. Almost solid overcast, Still another mission was 
turned back later because of weather. No enemy planes 
seen. No new shipping. 1 Mitchell which took part in first 
FORMULA raid on BOODLE but landed at VENTRILOQUIST drooped 
2 nuarter tonners 1 half tonner BOODLE. Not previously re¬ 
ported. 
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DECLASSIFIED 

April (GOT) 

05 0619 COM 3HD FLT to 001,1 1ST FLT. ITZH3. Info ALL TF COM3 SOPAC. etc . 

U3S 0*HANNON credited destruction by gunfire depth-charging 
surfaced enemy submarine 0230 L (-11) today 5th. Attack 
took place in SOLOMONS ALLEY SOUTH SANTA ISABEL. At 1130 
L today small BLUE task unit reported under attack by nip 
bombers north of SAN CRISTOBAL. No details yet. Night of 
3rd - 4th Jap planes over HUS3ELL I°LANDS dropped two bombs 
near 3ANIKA fighter strio 3 more near MONEY ISLAND off 
northwest PAVTJVU. Nil damage. Reliable BOUGAINVILLE 
source renorts greatly increased Jap activity along coast 
that island northwest from CAPE MARBIRI area to BANTU. 

BUIN SHORTLAND shipping from AIRSHICHT 1445 L 4th. 2 CL's 
5 DE’s 4 A”’s 1 nossible AV. Black cats continue nightly 
patrols harassing. Dronned on VILA night of third - 4th 
on ENOOAI inlet east shore TOJLA GULF night of 4th. GRAY- 
BACK returning from oatrol renorts nutting 2 fish in 7,200 
ton freighter north of BISMARCK3 March 30th. 

11 0321 CINCPAC to CTF 16 Info COMGEN WDC. CTF 51. 

Cincpac replying your 100826 approves master plan as 
modified by your subject to following provisos. ABLE. 

Employ NASSAU per my 110045 and B decision as to oc¬ 
cupation of VOLUBLE should be held in abeyance until 
you determine whether more suitable location for field 
exists on JACKBOOT. 

18 0611 COM 3RD FLT to COM 1ST FLT Info NZNB. C0MS0WESTPAC. etc. 

Night of 16th saw biggest KAHILI raid in weeks as 11 
Avengers 9 Liberators 5 Forts hammered airdrome, offshore 
shipping and BALLALE strip. Over 25 tons high explosives 
plus hundreds fragmentation clusters and incendiaries fell 
on KAHILI. 12 times 500 on BALLALE. TBF’s scored bomb 
hit alongside 1 AK. Afternoon 17th 12 Dauntless 13 Wild¬ 
cats attacked MUNDA. Bomb hits on runway and dispersal 
areas. Mass strike BUIN KAHILI repeated night of 17th. 

2 Avengers scored 5 hits on 10,000 ton cargo vessel which 
was sinking on last pass. 2 other Avengers got 2 directs 
on another AK near misses on 3rd. Meanwhile Avengers 
followed by Forts, Liberators Dounded KAHILI strip with 
tons of bombs firing fuel munitions dumps and starting 
fires visible 30 miles. P 38 flight to KAHILI area 0930 
L (-11) 18th shot down 3 Jap bombers 3 zeros to loss of 1 
BLUE fighter. 
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- S EC RE T 

April (GCT) 

19 0603 COM 3RD FLT to COM 1ST FLT. Info COM 7TH FLT. ALL GTF 3RD FLT . 

CACTUS P70’s opened season on nocturnal raiders night of 
18th shooting down one of several enemy bombers which made 
harassing runs during 9 hours alert. 17 bombs drooped but 
no appreciable damage. Between 2115 and 2215 L (-11) 18th 
quartet of Liberators bombed MUNDA scoring hits on runway 
and blast pens and causing one large explosion in BUIN 
TONOLEI shipping morning 18th two destroyers 5 freighters 
and 4 patrol vessels. 

20 0616 COM 3RD FLT to COM 1ST FLT. Info COM 7th FLT. CG FIJI, etc . 

Fortresses raided KIETA 2030 L (-11) 19th dumped 1? tons 
bombs in target area. Meanwhile 10 Avengers were hammer¬ 
ing KAHILI airdrome paying particular attention to runway 
and blast pens on west side field. 3 hours later 7 more 
Avengers struck TONOLEI shipoing scored direct hit on AK 
northwest PUPUKUSE Point several near misses 2nd freighter 
near OVAU Island. Coastwatchers report continuing barge 
activity VELLA LAVELLA. Recent DF plots and sightings 
indicate eastward movement ORANGE subs along general line 
PHOENIX SAMOA FIJI groups. 2 sighted local 19th west PHOENIX 
Group. 

21 0613 COM 3RD FLEET to COM 1ST FLT. Info NZNB. ALL TFC'S 3RD FLT. 


8 Avengers 12 Dauntless carrying 7 one ton bombs 12 half 
tonners 4 quarter tonners raided MUNDA 0740 L (-11) 20th 
silencing ack ack posies Lambeti Gurusai starting large 
fire and messing up runway and dispersal areas. ORTOLAN 
reports finding Nip 2 man submarine resting on bottom in 
4 fathoms just off Visale. Preliminary looksee disclosed 
only minor damage and craft may be salvageable. Am 
searches 20th saw 1 AK down by stern with line to OVAU 
Island. This ship damaged by Avengers night of 19th. 

Also sighted 1 AK off Toikh Island south of BUKA Passage. 

22 0628 COM 3RD FLT to COM 1ST FLT. Info NZNB. GOPAC TF COMS. RDO AUCK . 

Afternoon 21st search plane scored near bomb misses Jap radio 
station vicinity CAPE ALEXANDER CHOISEUL. Fighter sweep to 
BOUGAINVILLE STRAIT then straffed same area leaving storehouse 
smoking and hitting radio shack. Avengers Forts and Libera¬ 
tors raided POPORANG Island near FAISI night 21st dropping 
large number vari-sized bombs plus fragmentation incendiary 
clusters. Fires visible 40 miles resulted. During POPORANG 
strike 2 Avengers scored probable hits on AK off POPORANG 
Point but nip night fighter interception made definite con¬ 
firmation impossible. Tojo Night Hawks incidentally seem to 
rely on searchlight crews. Night of 20th 5 3-24’s heavily 


(Continued) 
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22 0628 COM 3RD PLT 


(Continued) 


/-\ hit NUMA NUMA area BOUGAINVILLE. ORANGE sub called VILA 

night of 20th says Allied watcher. Unloaded supplies then 
left by FERGUSON PASS. PRESIDENT ADAMS reports underwater 
code transmission heard night of 21-22nd near ULAWA Island 
(North SAN CRISTOBAL). 







23 0721 COM 3RD FLT to COM 1ST FLT Info NZNB, ALL TFC 3RD FLT. Etc . 

Enemy Aircraft attacked FUNAFUTI twice prior dawn 23rd. 

First wave estimated 5 bombers started small fire caused 2 
personnel casualties only slight damage. Second flight 
about 6 planes moderately damaged radio station destroyed 
2 parked liberators. At 1600 L (-11) 22nd BLUE dive torpedo 
bombers hit MUNDA dumped 1 ton bombs squarely on runway 
silenced ACK ACK posits with ton and half ton loads. Corsair 
sweep followed hour later strafed area from tree top height 
firing 3 Nip planes on ground. Fighters continued to VILA 
set fire to motor truck caught on strip. All our planes 
returned. During night 22nd-23rd 3 Liberators harassed 
KAHILI v/ith 60 light bombs. Com 3rd Fleet dally dope . 

12 SBDs escorted by 14 Corsairs bombed and strafed REKATa 
and target area shortly after daylight 23rd. ORANGE sub 
unsuccessfully attacked tanker WESTERN SUN in posit 13-00 
south 167-51 west 2115 GCT 21st. Ship saw periscope of 
possible second sub 20 minutes later. 

25 1534 COMINCH to CINCPAC, MARCORPS Info COMSOPAC . 

Cincpac 222151 and 240227 assumption that no relief for 
3rd Marines will be furnished from the mainland at this 
time is correct. Marine Corps hereby directed transfer 
1 Airdrome Battalion to PEARL when shipping is available 
as replacement 12th Defense Battalion transferred to SOPAC 
area. 

29 0610 Com 3rd Fit, to Com 1st Fit. Info Cpm 7th Fit. TF Corns Sopac . 

3LUE troops surprised annihilated Jap officer 8 men 0530 L 
28th near BEAUFORT Bay GUADALCANAL. Nip patrol apparently 
attempting escape from GUADAL was staging from small boat 
and had landed preceding night. Liberator harassed KAIIILI 
early hours 28th while second plane same type failing find 
KAIIILI account weather returned via VILA dumped bomb load 
in bivouac area. Early today 29 th 2 Fortresses over KAHILI 
aimed bombs to land on both ends runway and across strip. 

Lone Mitsubishi type one bomber unsuccessfully attacked small 
BLUE task unit in usual area east of SAN CRISTOBAL forenoon 
today. Aircraft spotted possible sub posit 17-45 S, 179-08 
E time 1130 L 28th. Quantity of debris so far unidentified 
washed up on east coast MALEKULA Island NEW HEBRIDES 27th 
and 28th. Additional wreckage reported found north central 
coast SAN CRISTOBAL 28th. 
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April (GCT) 

01 1810 COMINCH to COMSOPAC Info CINCPAC, MACARTHUR . 

Handle as super secret. Para. Referring Joint Chiefs of 
Staff Directive War Dept. 2407 to Comsowespac Area. Rane 
4007 CG SOPAC area and 3603 to CG HawDept, desire Halsey 
confer with MacArthur in early future regarding composition 
xask Forces sequence and timing of major offensive operations. 
Para.2. Joint Chiefs of Staff consider that timing and 
sequence must be adjusted to situation regardless contents 
Para 11 Cominch 232357. Carpender pass to MarArthur. 

02 0400 CTF 16 to CTF 51 Inf o -CINCPAC. 

Most Secret. NEVADA, IDAHO with screens needed this area 
now. Please advance date departure as practicable. 
PENNSYLVANIA should be ready depart on short notice when 
additional screening DDs become available. Your 312359. 
Proposed use of PENNSYLVANIA as flagship not in accordance 
probable task organization. Without having seen LANDCRAB 
master plan my present concept Is briefly as follows. You 
and ComGen 7th would be in Transport Group and Op. Plan will 
provide for you operational control over close gunfire 
support, screening and other task groups participating in 
actual landing operations. Battleships and cruisers with 
their screens assigned to distant support and covering 
groups should have complete freedom of action to meet any 
situation arising. Adees pass 

02 2120 CTF 51 to CTF 16 Info CINCPAC 


This is most secret. Your 020400. Impracticable anticipate 
proposed departing date NEVADA, IDAHO and screens due load¬ 
ing ammunition, readiness DDs and test firing NEVADA. Con¬ 
sider use PENNSYLVANIA my flag mandatory due lack adequate 
radar, communication, fighter control and other command 
facilities In any other ship now in my force. New subject. 
For accomplishment of Task I consider 3 BBs essential at 
time of landing for bombardment, AA protection and close 
support. End of Part 1 . 


02 2301 


Part Two o f 

Cincnac's 


my 


022120. 


_However if you intend to accent * 

offer of NEW MEXICO and MISSISSIPPI with 4 DD which 
I recommend then IDAHO might be included in latter group. 

Task Group 51.1 (Ex T.G. 2.3) has been extensively trained in 
shore bombardment in conjunction with troop landings. Combat 
loading plans and landing force tactical plan now virtually 
completed utilizing all units assigned TF 51. Am conferring 
with Landing Force Commander (Gen. Brown) tomorrow (April 3) 
for final approval. Your agreement with my proposed employ¬ 
ment BBs considered xjrgent in order avoid confusion, revision 
of plans and probable delay target date. For your info master 
plan LANDCRAB is result conference with RAd Spruance Generals 
DeWitt, Smith, and Brown. All concur conception operation and 
Task Organization. Spruance has given approval to plan and 


Joint S 
you via 


:aff now 
ENTWISTLE 


preparing Comnorpac OpPlan for submittajcto 1 
E earliest possible date. 1-Dc L 
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April (GOT) 

02 23A1 CINCPAC to OTP 16. Info OTF 51. GOMITCH. 


r\ Following additions will be made to vour force for 

LANDGRAB. RAd Gif fen WICHITA, SAIT FRANCISCO, LOUISVILLE 
and four destroyers available to you at PEARL about 17th. 
NARWHAL at SAN DIEGO about 12th. * NAUTILUS at PEARL about 
18th. Subs fitted as transports, para. Forer.ientioned 
will report to you for orders approximately on dates shown. 
This is most secret. 







08 2215 CINCPAC to C0M3CPAC. 

03 - 

HiCom for Admiral Halsey. In current situation with 
MAINYARD firmly held by Ut^. but subject to enemy air 
attacks do not believe advantage of operating major 
task forces south and southeastward of that area worth 
risk from submarine action. Para. Request comment. 

Do you consider major enemy naval threat against MAIN- 
YARD still exists. 

09 0601 CONGO PAG to CrTOPAC. 

HiCom. Current concentration -Tap forces at TRT' in con¬ 
nection with present halt in our offensive makes estimate 
lap movement difficult. I am conducting Ions- range air 
search to detect possible indication his objectives. 
Consider major lap threat against RUSS ELLF-GUADALCANAL 
area should not find surface forces unprepared. They 
were sent to sea originally because of change in "X 
DAY" and lack of knowledge as to significance of "X DAY". 
Forces out of bombing range and out of suspected sub¬ 
marine areas are engaging in valuable training which 
has been difficult in last month because of overhaul 
program and reported presence of submarines vicinity base 
operating areas. 




/ 
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21 0733 C0KN0RPACF0R to CTF 15. Info CINCPAC. 

Most secret. Part 1 of ny 210802. Paras refer to those 
in proposed Op Plan delivered by Condr Entwistle. Other 
than minor changes not affecting plan, final draft changed 
as follows. Para 2. Seize and occupy JACK BOOT and occupy 
VOLUBLE constructing airfield thereon at earliest practic¬ 
able date in order sever enemy lines communications to 
Western ALEUTIANS, deny Near Islands to enemy, render 
BOODLE untenable, create base operations future reduction 
and occupation BOODLE. Para 3 Sub para 1. Occupy VOLUBLE 
and construct airfield thereon, embarking in transports 
and proceeding to VOLUBLE, as ordered, as soon as landing 
force well established on JACK BOOT. Para 3 Sub para J. 

In second sentence after quote threatening unquote quote 
assault and occupation JACK BOOT or occupation of VOLUBLE 
unquote. Para 3 Sub para K. Third sentence after quote 
supplies unquote quote clear vicinity JACK BOOT and pro¬ 
ceed VENTRILOQUIST north of chain. As soon as need for 
transports no longer exists they will be directed proceed 
West Coast unquote. Para 3 Xray. Only major change estab¬ 
lishes how hour with Comtaskforce 51 authorized change by 
despatch if circumstances require. 

21 0802 2nd and final nart Comnorpacfor 210302. Para 5. Change 
1st sentence to following. By order higher authority 
supreme command vested in Comnorpacfor. Comtaskfor 51 
(Comamphorpac) will operate under Comnorpac, commanding 
amphibious operations until landing phase completed. 
Thereafter landing force (Task Group 51.4) will become 
JACK BOOT occupation group (Task Group 16.11) operating 
directly under Command Comtaskforce 16. Task Group 16.11 
will revert to Army command when Commanding General reports 
that status of occupation of JACK BOOT warrants this change 
and when so directed by Comnorpacfor. New subject. Con¬ 
template Task Force 51 ships remaining ALEUTIAN Area only 
as long as their services required. In case of combatant 
ships period will be governed by enemy reaction to seizure 
JACK BOOT and occupation SHEMYA. Transports will be re¬ 
turned West Coast as soon situation Indicates services not 
required to move additional reserves to JACK BOOT. 
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April (GCT) 

20 2217 CINGPAC to 00MINCH . 

n 

Hicom to Adm King only. In two despatches Halsey states 
he is required to furnish one regimental combat team for 
garrison WOODLARK and one defense battalion for defense 
same island. Halsey states these requirements necessitate 
replacement these troops from outside SOPAC area. Para. 

See my 200217. ICS 291803 March para three implies alloca¬ 
tion forces presumably after ICS approve MacArthur’s general 
plans. Such approved plans not yet available to me. Advise 
your policy in meeting requirements made on Halsey. 

21 0654 C0MS0PAC to CINCPAC Info GOMINCH . 

This is most secret. Replying urdis 200217. Part 1 . 

Complete information not available until return Admiral 
Halsey but believe tentative arrangements made for con¬ 
struction airfield on WOODLARK and garrisoning that island 
by SOPAC. ACORN 5 enroute BRISBANE accordingly. This is 
part 1 of 2 narts . 1 regimental combat team and 1 defense 
battalion designated by conference as necessary combat gar¬ 
rison. Assume conference results subject to loint Chiefs 
of Staff confirmation for allocation forces 

21 0701 This is Part 2 Comsopac 210654 most secret. Appreciate 

partial protection afforded SAMOA by FUNAFUTI but in view 
possible detachment from this area of important fleet units 
recommend no reduction present garrisons UP0LU and TUTUILA 
Pact regarding utilization of New Zealand troops. In co¬ 
operation with New Zealand officials have recently made study 
New Zealand manpower Forc es . Only active units available 
are in 3rd Division NEW CALEDONIA. This division being 
increased in strength with agreement it will be used offen¬ 
sively. To detach units for garrison duties would detract 
from offensive power of division. 

21 1336 COI.IIUCH to CINCPAC Info CCI.ISOPAC. 


This is Hicom for Admirals Nimitz and Halsey only. Your 
202217 your reading of JCS 291803 March correct but relative 
proportion ground forces available in Sopac compared with 
tno ae in Souwespac for tasks in prospect warrant immediate 
action to garrison and defend WOODLARK in order to get on 
with campaign. 
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23 1632 COMINCH to CINCPAC. Info COMSOPAC. 

UTMOST SECRET . Your 230059 think it well to hold 
specified task group in Central Pacific for time 
being to await developments and because forces now 
in SoPac have been inactive for some time. There is 
however no objection to sending specified task group 
to Sopac provided equivalent group is moved into 
Central Pacific. 

23 0059 CINCPAC to COMINCH Info COMSOPAC . 

Propose sail VICTORIOUS with NORTH CAROLINA Task Group 
to SOPAC about twenty-eighth unless you have other plans 
for her employment. HI-COM . 

24 2345 CINCPAC to COMNORPACFOR. 


For Admiral KInkaid only. Desire you take advantage 
presence DeWitt to explore practicability future opera¬ 
tions after LANDCRAB. How can we liquidate Jap or at 
least keep him harried. How can we profitably employ 
General Browns amphibious troops other than as garrison 
JACKBOOT Para Immediate reply not required but desire 
you explore matter thoroughly with De'.Vitt. Advise re¬ 
sults . 

26 0124 COMNORPAC to ADM ROCKWELL Info CINCPAC . 

Most secret. Only for Admiral Rockwell and Cincpac info. 
Indication enemy submarine activity this area steadily 
Increasing. Therefore vitally important there be no 
antisubmarine restrictions in operating areas on D day 
and that every submarine contact be promptly and vigorously 
attacked. Presence NAUTILUS NAR’VHAL this area definitely 
increases 3ub menace to our transports and combatant ships 
by virtue restrictions necessarily imposed. Furthermore 
highly desirable flexibility offered by alternate landing 
plans considerably nullified by necessity for early com¬ 
mitment in order submarines will know where to land scouts. 
Delays in communicating with subs must be allowed for. 
Advantages of scout tasks fully appreciated but they are 
outweighed by vitally important disadvantages. Castner and 
others in full agreement that transport submarines can and 
should be eliminated from all landing plans. Additional 
gunfire preparation for landing battalion combat team RED 
Beach should compensate In large measure loss of services 
of scout company. Due scheduled early departure INCUBUS 
of submarines request prompt reply via destroyer sent clear 
your formation to break radio silence. If scouts vital 
to operation desire you consider landing from APD or DD. 
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SEOTTT 

April (GCT) 

27 0510 COM 3RD FLT to CINCPAC. 

Proposed modification Sopac Org 2 as follows. This is 
most secret. Task Force 10 Captain Davis (temporary) 

Batdiv 8 NORTH CAROLINA Desron 5. Task Force 14 Rear 
Admiral Ramsey SARATOGA, VICTORIOUS, SAN JUAN, SAIT DIEGO, 
DESRON 6. Task Force 11 Rear Admiral Hill Batdiv 4, Car- 
div 22, Desdiv 15, BACHE, CONVERSE. Task Force 18 Rear 
Admiral Ainsworth Crudiv 9, LSANDER, DESRON 21. Task Force 
19 Rear Admiral Merrill Crudiv 12, DESRON 22. Task Force 
36 (Sopac escorts) Desron 12, remaining units. Task Forces 
10 and 14 base NOUMEA. Task Forces 11 and 19 base HAVANNAH. 
Task Force 18 base ESPIRITU. Approval requested. 

27 0135 CINCPAC to CTF 16. Info CTF 51. 

HiCom only for Admiral Kinkaid action, Admiral Rockwell 
info. Subs mentioned UR 260214 were made available by me 
at considerable sacrifice and effort to assist the Army 
scheme of maneuver strongly desired by Brown and as strongly 
advocated by Castner. Understand present plans based on 
use of submarines. They are distinctive in appearance and 
are not now suitable for and cannot be used for combat 
patrols because of insufficient training of NARWHAL and 
material condition of NAUTILUS. Para. It should be feasi¬ 
ble to use them by restricting anti-submarine measures 
within a well defined narrow area for a definite period of 
time. Para. The decision in this matter is entirely yours. 
The purpose of this dispatch is to acquaint you with facts 
and background. 

26 2351 CTF 51 to CTF 16 Info CINCPAC . 

Most secret. Your 260124. Plans included transport subs 
because unique advantages: (A) Discovery in area would 
not indicate imminence landing. (B) Could locate correct 
beach daylight submerged thus permit night landing and 
necessary beach reconnaissance and marking. If these out¬ 
weighed must accept reduced probability successful landing 
and will require additional DD’s transport scouts. Scout 
mission vital in most plans. If subs ruled out request you 
designate 2 DD’s from your force embark scouts at INCUBUS 
and report to me at SEAWASP prior 2 May. My screen pro¬ 
tection critically weak in view increased enemy sub activity 
and request additional DD’s in any event. Advise. 
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April 30 . (Oahu Date) 


All SOPAC major task forces are in port.. Operations 
in the SOLOMONS today were limited to search. Forty-one ships 
over 1000 tons were seen at RABAUL yesterday and included 1 CL. 
6 SS, 1 AO, 24 AK. 

In the ALEUTIANS usual air searches were made, but 
strikes on KISKA were limited to two VF missions from AMCHITKA 
because of bad weather. The bomber strip at AMCHITKA is now 
ready and as soon as weather permits 10 VB will be moved in 
from ADAK. The BB group is at COLD BAY with TF 51. Norpac 
heavy cruisers are operating to the west of ATTU. The light 
cruisers are now enroute to that area. 


Cominch 291747 pink states that the SOUTH DAKOTA will 
not join Pacific Fleet as planned but that one BB will be sent 
to the Pacific early in July. 


Enemy 3rd Fleet CVs remain unlocated. 
May 1. (Oahu Date) 



During the day 6 T3F with 16 VF escorting attacked 
MUNDA. The SS JILLIAM Vv'ILLIAMS was torpedoed by an enemy sub 
240 miles SE of SUVA. It has been thought for several days that 
subs would operate in that general area. 


Improved weather in the ALEUTIANS permitted a resump¬ 
tion of air attacks on KISKA. Six attacks were made from AM- 
CKITKA and two from ADAK. Searches to the westward were generally 
negative. Nine heavy bombers were moved to AMCHITKA during the 
day. 


There were no new enemy developments. 

May 2. (Oahu Date) 

Between 0810 and 0830 (-11) May 3, twelve SBD, twelve 



TBF, and twelve VF bombed and strafed REKATA. Both 1000# and 


2000# bombs were used. 


The continued ORANGE sub activity between SUVA and 
TONGA which so far has resulted in the torpedoing of the WILLIAM 
WILLIAMS and the PETER HEARST and an attack on the PETER SYLVESTER 
ha3 caused a general traffic rerouting and intensified search. 

/FHoE&S 


(Continued) 
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May 2. (Oahu Date) -Continued- 

During an enemy strike on DARWIN yesterday, we lost 
14 VP against the enemy loss of 3 zeros. Only minor damage at 
DARWIN was reported. * * 

Comnorpac 020843 is a summary for April. 

Air strikes continued on KISKA from both AMCHITKA and 
ADAK. At 1700 (/l0) May 2 five bombers from AMCHITKA attacked 
ATTU. This is the first bomber strike from AMCHITKA. 

There were no new enemy developments. ^ ^ 

May 3. (Oahu Date) 


Com 3rd Fleet 040534 summarizes operations for the day 
in the South Pacific. At 1020 (-11) May 4th six T3F, six SBD, 
and 8 VF bombed and straffed enemy positions on K0L0MBANGARA. 
Submarines continue active in the SUVA - TONGA area but no new 
attacks on our shipping. 

Oominch 032037 requests comment on the A/3 situation 
in the South Pacific. 

The FLYING FISH returning from patrol in the TSUAGAHU 
STRAIT area reports sinking 28,000 tons enemy marus. The sub¬ 
marine reports heavy traffic in that vicinity. 

The WAH00 reported one hit in a loaded XAV off the 
Southern KURILES. The target did not sink. 

Early this morning the NECHES grounded at the entrance 
to COLD BAY. 

One strike from ADAK and two from AMCHITKA were made 
on KISKA during the day. AA was reported to be very light. 

It seems probable that two convoys are nov; enroute to 
the Western ALEUTIANS from JAPAN. It is possible that they will 
arrive at about the same time our force commences the attack on 
ATTU - May 7th. There are no other important enemy developments. 
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May 4th. (Oahu Date) 


Com 

3rd Fleet 050556 is 


day. It now 

seems probable that 


will be able 

to reach port. 


The 

Pacific Ocean Areas 


NImitz Inspected MAUI airfields 




an operations summary 
the torpedoed WILLIAM 


continue to be quiet, 
yesterday. 


for the 
WILLIAMS 


Admiral 


Because of bad weather D-Day for LANDCRAB has been 
postponed to May 8. The NECHES backed off the spot where she 
grounded yesterday and is anchored in COLD BAY. ‘ She will re¬ 
quire Navy yard repairs but is seaworthy and able to proceed 
under her own power at 10 kts. 











Location of major enemy units continues uncertain. 
Recent studies of enemy fuel capabilities made for the Joint 
Chiefs of Staff confirm our belief that the Japs are now unable 
to conduct major prolonged offensive operations to the eastward 
of their present lines, but that raids in force on our MIDWAY - 
OAHU - CANTON - FIJI line are feasible. 

May 5th. (Oahu Date) 

All oacific Ocean Areas continue quiet. The mining 
operation off K0L0MBANGARA previously noted is scheduled for to¬ 
morrow. 



Comnorpac 060903 oink requests NEW MEXICO, MISSISSIPPI 
and four DDs. Cincpac will be able to sail these ships except 
that only two DDs are available. The additional fuel require¬ 
ments can be met by withdrawal of two tankers from another area. 
Two possible enemy sub contacts were made by nlanes in the 
Western ALEUTIAN Area. 


There were no new enemy developments. 
May 6th. (Oahu Date) 



Comsopac plans to mine the western part of KTJLA Gulf 
on May 12th (-11). The mining operation on the western side of 
K0L0KBANGARA was completed successfully today although the forces 
involved were tracked by Jap planes during retirement. Com 3rd 
Fleet 070552 is an operations summary for the day. Comsopac in¬ 
tends to reinforce the aerial 1-eyed minefield in the BUIN area 
between 18 and 22 May. f«i«( 


Comnorpac has requested the MISSISSIPPI and NEW MEXICO. 

The NARWHAL and NAUTILUS are patrolling to the NW and 
SW of ATTU. It is hoped that they have not been directed to 
conduct offensive patrol, but are waiting to land troops on ATTU 
for LANDCRAB. Good weather permitted extensive searches to the 
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May 6th, (Oahu Date) (Continued) 


Y/estward of the ALEUTIANS. No new enemy sightings were reported. 
Army air strikes were made on both KI5KA and ATTU. 


There are continued indications of Tap movements to the 
ALEUTIANS. While we cannot tell the nature of these moves they 
are thought to be reinforcements destined to KISKA and ATTU. It 
seems probable that any convoy moving into the area will be es¬ 
corted fairly strongl”. CinC 5th is indicated having moved from 
his usual station at OMINATO to PARAMUSHIRO. There is some in¬ 
dication that the 5th Fleet is being reinforced by units of the 
2nd Fleet. A very poor DF shows a CV about half way between 
MIDWAY and HONSHU. The possibility of this being a raiding force 
approaching MIDWAY is not considered serious enough to retain 
the NORTH CAROLINA and VICTORIOUS in this area. However, air 
reinforcements will be sent to MIDWAY. ^ 

May 7th. (Oahu Date) 


o 

o 


Cincpac has congratulated General Eisenhower on the suc¬ 
cessful culmination of the North African campaign which was 
reported by the press today. 

Com 3rd Fleet 080538 is an operations summary for his 

area. 


Two very large air strikes were sent during the day to 
attack the enemy ships crippled by our mines in BLACKETT STRAIT 
but were unable to reach their targets due to bad weather. The 
first strike dropped bombs on MTJNDA and reported one 1000# hit 
on the bow of a DD at GIZ0. 

D-Day for LANDCRAB was advanced to May 9th [/ 10), pre¬ 
sumably because of bad weather. During the day strikes were 
made on both KISKA and ATTU. Cominch has requested aerial recon¬ 
naissance of ST. MATTHEW and ST. LAWRENCE Islands. 

Cominch 072006 reviews requirements for overseas trans¬ 
portation of Navy aircraft. 

Comsopac 080A30 Dink gives the schedule of moves for the 
occupation of WOODLARK. 




Cominch 081329 pink gives an outline of General Mac- 
Arthur’s plan for the SOLOMONS Sea offensive. 

Nothing further was heard of the possible enemy CV in 
the Central Pacific yesterday. Indications continue of enemy 
reinforcements believed enroute the Y/estern ALEUTIANS. _ 

© 
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May 8th . (Oahu Date) 

The LANDCRAB operation has been oostooned to May 11th 
(/ 10) because of bad weather in the Western ALEUTIANS. This 
bad weather prevented effective search operations and air 
strikes. 

Gom 3rd Fleet 090603 is a summary which gives further 
details on the <Tap DDs who ran into our minefield to the west 
of K0L0MBANGARA. PTs are ordered into that area, arriving to¬ 
morrow, to sink any surviving ships. 

Comsopac (090501) pink is in general agreement with 
General MacArthur’s plan for the SOLOMONS Campaign noted yester¬ 
day. Cincpac also concurs. 


There were no new enemy developments 
May 9th . (Oahu Date) 


Vmv & 


All major SOPAG task forces are in port except Rear 
Admiral Ainsworth’s cruisers which are enroute to the KULA 
GULF area to cover planned mining operations. 

The VICTORIOUS and NORTH CAROLINA departed yesterday 
morning for the South Pacific, and the ENTERPRISE and WASHINGTON 
arrived at PEARL yesterday afternoon. The NEW MEXICO and MI3SI- 
SIPPI will depart PEARL for the ALEUTIAN area tomorrow morning. 

During the day a total of 21+ 33D, 21+ TBF, covered by 69 
VF were despatched from GUADALCANAL to search for and attack 
damaged enemy vessels in the BLACKETT STRAIT area. No enemy 
vessels were seen so 21+ - 1000# bombs and 96 - 500# bombs were 
dropped on MITNDA. 

The North Pacific forces are standing by for D-Day, which 
is May 11th. Winds are reported decreasing followed by heavy 
fog. Search and striking aircraft were seriously hampered by 
fog. 

We now have a rival of the WAH00. On the 10th at 1000 
GCT the PLUNGER encountered a five maru convoy bound north be¬ 
tween TRUK and SAIPAN. Four of the marus were sunk and the 
fifth was damaged. 

There were no new enemy developments. The continued 
strengthening of enemy positions in North and West NI INEA 


is noted 
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May 10th. (Oahu Date) 

While cruising in dense fog to the northeast of ATTU 
at 2235 (/ 10) today the 8ICARD and MacDONOUGH were in col¬ 
lision. The SICARD was directed to tow the MacDONOUGH to ADAK. 
TF 16 and 51 are cruising off ATTU waiting for the attack which 
is scheduled for 1040 (/ 10) tomorrow. Rain, fog, and low 
ceiling prevented all air strikes in the Western ALEUTIANS and 
prevented effective search. 


The South Pacific area continues quiet. One air strike 
was made on REKATA at 0940 (- 11) the 'J.fth and night harassing 
planes were over the BUIN area. 





U 


The PLUNGER sank the fifth ship of the convoy,mentioned 
yesterday,with gunfire. In the same general area the’PERMIT 
reported sinking two marus. 


There were no new enemy developments. 
May 11th . (Oahu Da te) 




Connorpac 120105, 120614, and 120827 describe the first 
day of the LANDCRAB operation. In spite of dense fog which pre¬ 
vented planned bombardment, the operation is progressing satis¬ 
factorily. There is evidence that the landing came as a complete 
surprise to the enemy. 

At 0840 (-11) May 12 twelve SBD, twelve TBF, covered by 
24 VP attacked MUNDA. Harassing B-17s were over the BUIN area as 
usual during the night. Enemy submarines were located by DF off 
both TONGA and SAMOA. 

After due consideration CinCPac recommended to CominCh 
no change in the present set-up for the control of merchant ship¬ 
ping in the Pacific Theatre. CominCh had suggested CinCPac 
responsibility extended to AUSTRALIA CinCPac 120339. 

CominCh 111819 pink believes that existing task organiza¬ 
tions comprise too many task groups. The matter will be studied 
here. 

The deployment of major enemy units continues obscure. 

© 
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May 12th. (Oahu Date) 

By the end of the day nearly all troops were landed 
on ATTU and were advancing against strong enemy resistance. 

Low visibility hampered all operations. It was reported by a 
plane that an enemy sub fired a torpedo at the PENNSYLVANIA. 

It is expected that unloading of the AKs will be completed May 
15th. 


During the night 12-13 (- 11) surface units of TF 18 
bombarded the VILA MUNDA area. The mine field was planted in 
KOLA GULF as planned. At 1300 (-11) about 25 zeros were inter¬ 
cepted over the RUS3ELLS, 16 zeros were reported shot down 
against our loss of five VF. 

Once again the WAH00 has completed a highly successful 
patrol. This time off the Northeast coast of HONSHU 25,000 
tons of marus were sunk. An XAV escaped damage because of 
erratic torpedo performance. 

18 B-24s now at MIDWAY have been ordered to attack 
WAKE on May 15 (/ 9i). 


The enemy seems alarmed over our move into ATTU and 
has ordered units to the northern area. The exact nature of 
this move is not known. 

(c\ 

May 13th. (Oahu Date) / J 


The progress of the assault on ATTU is covered in 
Comnorpac 140745 (3 part). The news of this was made public 
by both Tokyo and Berlin. 

Activity in the SOLOMONS area was confined to minor 
night strikes. Our planes made a strike in the BUIN area, while 
4 enemy planes dropped bombs on GUADALCANAL doing minor damage. 

During the bombardment of MUNDA, noted yesterday, the 
NASHVILLE experienced an explosion in No. 3 turret which killed 
18 and seriously wounded 11. 

There are signs that the enemy is moving air strength 
to PARAMUSHIR0. No najor enemy surface units have been noted 
moving toward the ALEUTIANS. 
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May 14 th. 


(Oahu Date) 


rs 


The progress of the assault on ATTU continues favorable 
to us. Over 11,000 troops have been landed on the island. Bad 
weather continues to hamper operations and has prevented effec¬ 
tive air - ground coordinated attacks. A survey on the spot 
indicates the possibility of our constructing two VP strips on 
ALEXAI POINT within about four weeks. 


Com 3rd Fleet 150543 is an operation summary for his 
area. The Central Pacific was quiet. 

It is not believed that the enemy will send a strong 
surface force to repel our forces at ATTU. They will, however, 
employ submarines and land based aircraft for attrition. 

May 15th. (Oahu Date) ^ 

Unsatisfactory progress in the attack on ATTU is described 
in CTF 51 160602, 160915 and in Comnorpac I60630 and 160930. 

The SOLOMONS area was quiet. Gonsopac 160420 pink is 
the plan for offensive operations in the NEW GEORGIA area to 
start about the middle of next month. Several code names used 
are not understood here. 


The GUDGEON returning from patrol in the PHILIPPINES 
area reports sinking 27,000 lap shipping. So far in the war 
this submarine has sunk about 136,000 tons. 

Seven B-24s, of eighteen which started from MIDWAY to 
bomb WAKE, dropped bombs on the target. Results were not ob¬ 
served. We lost one plane forced .down at sea. Of 22 enemy VF 
intercepting two were reported shot down. 


There is some indication that units of the 3rd are en 
route to the North Pacific. 


May 16th. (Oahu Date) 




In accordance with Comnomac 161013 oink General Landrum 
relieved General Brown this afternoon. One battalion of the 4th 
Infantry will arrive HOLTZ Bay May 18th to reenforce the Northern 
group. Admiral Rockwell will cover this landing and will then 
sail "or ADAK in the PENNSYLVANIA. The Northern group has re¬ 
duced the West arm of HOLTZ Bay and at the end of the day was on 
the ridge between the East and West branches. The Southern group 
is about 4400 yards inland from MASSACRE Bay engaged in clear¬ 
ing the pass to HOLTZ Bay. Weather permitted minor local air 
activity but heavy planes were unable to bomb. Surface forces 
continue to cover the operation. An enemy sub was seen about 40 
miles Northwest of ATTU. In general, the situation is more 
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May 16th. (Oahu Date) (Continued) 
favorable today than it was yesterday. 

The °.S. "'.T . VANDERBILT was torpedoed 185 miles South¬ 
west of SUVA. Except for one nan billed, the crew was rescued. 

The SOLOMONS front was quiet excent for an air strike 
on REKATA at 0900 (-11) the 17th. 

The crew of the 3-2 U which was forced down while re¬ 
turning from the strike on WAKE was rescued except for one man 
killed in a crash landing. 

There are good indications that 1 33, 2 033, 1 CV, 2 
CA, 5 DD departed TRUK yesterday in a northerly direction. This 
strengthens our belief that (l) the enemy is on the strategic 
defensive in the South Pacific, (2) the bulk of the enemy fleet 
is not pinned to the South Pacific by present or enemy estimate 
of future operations in that area, ( 3 ) the enemy is shifting the 
bulk of his naval strength to the North of the TRUK - SAIPAN 
area. While it is possjble for the enemy to send considerable 
strength to the ALEUTIANS, this is not probable. This^ seems to 
indicate a redeployment concentrating his heavy ships in a 
central position prepared for eventualities, either North, Cen¬ 
tral, or South. This does not rule out raids in force on our 
MIDWAY - OAHU line, nor sweeps toward the ALEUTIANS. 

May 17th. (Oahu Date) 

^ Northern troops held position between east and west arms 
HOLTZ Bay against strong counter attack. Only slight gains by 
Southern troonS/but expect that Landrum will push the offense in 
that sector. Incomplete casualties to noon local 16th, 68 killed 
321 wounded 62 missing. Weather continues to prevent effective 
air operations. Japs are expected to bring landing barges to 
ATTU by submarine. Salvage of the 3P.' .S. PERIDA,which is aground in 
MASSACRE Sav, is underway. Operations are not unfavorable. 

Comsooac 180614 is an operation summary for the day in 
that area. The 33 and CV task forces under Admiral Halsey sailed 
from NOUMEA in the direction o 
these operations is not known. 

The Central Pacific was 

There were no new enemy 


the CORAL SEA. The purpose of 
quiet. 

developments. 
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May 18th (Oahu Date) 


m 


The entire HOLTZ Bay area was brought under our con¬ 
trol today and contact was established between the northern 
and southern troops. The enemy is concentrated in the 
CHICHAGOF area for a last stand, where an attack has been 
ordered for tomorrow. The landing phase has been completed. 
Rear Admiral Rockwell will proceed to San Diego in an APA 
from ADAK in the next day or so. If this fine progress con¬ 
tinues we should complete the seizure of ATTU this week. 

Then it will be necessary to establish our defenses there, 
construct a bomber field in the NEAR Islands, and commence 
the softening up of KISKA. 

During the afternoon a probable contact was made with 
an enemy sub about 22 miles west of BARBERS Point, Oahu. 

On the night of the 18th (-11) six enemy bombers 
dropped bombs on the RUS3ELLS and GUADALCANAL. No damage 
was reported. The 1st phase of augmenting the air laid mines 
in the BUIN area was completed the 18th (-11) and the final 
phase is planned for tonight. 

Rear Admiral Spruance has been ordered relieved by 
Rear Admiral McMorris. 

The enemy is worried about our move in the ALEUTIANS 
and expect that we will put pressure on the RUSSIANS to ob¬ 
tain bases in KAMCHATKA and nearby Russian Islands. 

May 19th (Oahu Date) 

During the day SURANA Valley was brought under our con¬ 
trol and the Taps were ninned to the CHICHAGOF Harbor area and 
approaches thereto. Our troops were taking positions during 
this evening and night for further advance tomorrow. Improved 
weather nemitted air support of the ground troops. Surface 
forces continued to cover the oneration and DDs were employed 
to provide bombardment supoort of troops. 

At least eight enemy planes were over GUADALCANAL dur¬ 
ing most of the night May 19-20 (-11) and drooped bombs on at 
least three runs. Fourteen men were reported killed and twenty 
wounded. Two enemy olanes were shot down. 

An enemy task force was reoorted off HONSHU by one of 
our submarines. This may have been one BB, one CV, 2 CA, 5 
DDs which left TRUK several days ago. 

SW. S) 


1538 


















DECLASSIFIED 

. SE G Rff P- 




Hay 20th (Oahu Date) 





The enemy occupies the high ground at the pass entrance 
to CHICHAGOF. Activity at ATTU during the day was mainly to 
overcome this point of resistance. 


In his 192327, General DeWItt proposes the capture of 
KISKA during September. CinCPac favors the plan and recommended 
approval to Cominch in his 210247. 


The South Pacific was generally quiet. The BB and CV 
task forces which have been operating to the northv/est of NEW 
CALEDONIA are returning to NOUMEA. 


The press announced that Admiral Yamamoto, CinC Combined 
Fleet was killed last month when the plane In which he was riding 
was shot down. It reported further that his successor is 
Admiral Mine!chi Koga. 


May 21st 


(Oahu Date) 


0 ^ 



Our troops continued to advance'through the CHICAGOF- 
MASSACRE-PARANA Pass and on the left advanced 2000 yards along 
the high ridge. The enemy continues stubborn resistance. 
Casualties reported to date -including sick - total 1014. Sur¬ 
face forces continue to cover and support the attack. 



There was a possible sub contact off the Oregon Coast. 
The South Pacific was quiet. 


The -Joint Chiefs of Staff will review the hospital ship 
situation in the Pacific. We suspect that the Japs are using 
hospital ships for military purposes. Day before yesterday a 
Jap sub sank an Allied hospital ship off BRISBANE. 


The TRIGGER reported sighting an enemy CV task force 
standing toward Tokyo Bay. ( c 
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May 22nd (Oahu Date) 

The situation on ATTU is generally unchanged. The Japs 
have retired to strong positions with their front line about 3000 
yards inland from the head of CHICHAGOF Harbor. At 1600 (/10) 
today the CHARLESTON and PHELPS were attacked off HOLTZ BAY by 
12 to 15 enemy land based torpedo planes. No torpedo hits were 
made and no casualties were reported. One plane was shot down. 

It is fairly certain that these planes came from PARAMUSHIRO. 

Aerial mining in the BUIN area was again undertaken last 

night. 

A despatch was intercepted which indicates that the 
NIAGRA and 6 PTs are on fire just south of GUADALCANAL. This 
group was enroute MILNE BAY. No other details are known here. 



There were no new enemy developments. 
May 23rd. (Oahu Date) 



Our troops continued to make slight gains toward CHICHAGOF 
against stubborn enemy resistance. Considering the difficult 
terrain and bad weather, progress is good. During the afternoon 
16 Jap bombers attacking our troops on ATTU were intercepted by 
6 P-3 Bs from AJIC.IITKA. The enemy lost five planes against our 
loss of two. There has been an increase in small boat casualties 
at MASUACRE Bay which is slowing up unloading. To provide for 
more orderly and better disciplined small boat operation there a 
naval port director has been appointed. 

CominCh 241336 pink_directs the planning and training 
phase for the capture of KIFKA. 

Admiral Halsey requests a submarine concentration at TRUK 
from June 11th in his 240526 pink. His 240531 is an operations 
summary for the day. The sinking of the NIAGARA by our own 
torpedo seems precinitate. In several instances during the war 
ships have been abandoned and/or sunk while there was still a 
reasonable chance for salvage. Details regarding the NIAGARA 
are insufficient "or judgment. 

There were no new enemy develoDments. 




1538 















DECLASSIFIED ^ 





May 24th (Oahu Date) 

On ATTU General Landrum continues to make preparations 
for a general assault toward CHICHAGOF planned for tomorrow. 
Taking advantage of good visibility during the day troops reached 
jump off positions facing an enemy strong position along the high 
ground to the southwestward of the head of CHICHAGOF Harbor. The 
local logistic situation has improved. The extent of air cooper- 
a 'tion during the assault will, of course, depend on the weather. 
MASSACRE BAY is recommended by Army reconnaissance for develop¬ 
ment as main port of the Island because It seems less exposed to 
the weather than HOLTZ BAY. 

At 0955 (-11) 24th 19 TBF and 4 VF attacked RINGI COVE 
(just west of VILA). At 0945 (-11) the 25th 13 bombers covered 
by 0 VF bombed and strafed REKATA. Com 7th Fleet has asked for 
4 Pacific Fleet DDs for his operations commencing June 15. 

There Is no change noted today in enemy major deployment 
or plans. It is indicated that the Japs will not undertake fish¬ 
ing off the east coast of KAMCHATKA during the coming season be¬ 
cause of the situation at ATTU. . 

0 ^© 


May 25th (Oahu Date) 

A coordinated attack along the ridge south of CHICHAGOF 
was started at 1045 (/ 10) today. By evening hard fighting 
continued on the ridge in a snow storm. The south force was 
able to penetrate the enemy position and considerable enemy 
casualties were believed inflicted. The CHARLESTON bombarded 
CHICHAGOF village area. Three air strikes were made on the 
CHICHAGOF area. 

The South Pacific area was quiet. Bad weather in the 
SOLOMONS hampered air operations. D-Day for the NEW GEORGIA 
infiltration and for the air field construction on WOODLARK 
and KIRIWINA v/as moved forward to June 30th. CinCPac 252319 
(pink) gives plans for employment of Pacific Fleet subs during 
these operations. 

There were no new enemy developments. 
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May 26th (Oahu Date) 

On ATTU our forces continue to make gains to caoture the 
heights overlooking CHICHAGOF. Enemy resistance is very stub¬ 
born. Our planes were able to provide effective assistance 
to the troops during the day. There are no indications of 
any enemy surface units enroute for the relief of ATTU. 

Bad weather in the SOLOMONS prevented all air activity 
except searches. The South Pacific was quiet, as was the 
Central Pacific. 



There were no new enemy developments 
May 27th. (Oahu Date) 


Admiral Nimitz left today for San Francisco for a conference 
with Admiral King. The agenda for the conference is in Cominch 
270001. 

On ATTU sharn fighting continued along the high ridge over¬ 
looking CHICAOOF. Difficult terrain and stubborn enemy resis¬ 
tance continues to make progress very slow. 

In the South Pacific 12 S3D, 12 TBF, 48 VF bombed MUNDA 
from low altitude. Heavy AA was renorted. Cominch has directed 
that four Pacific Fleet DDs be sent to 37/PacForce for the com¬ 
ing offensive. * 

DeWitt’s 281710 is a proposed joint directive for the 
capture of KISKA. , 

c\... ^ 

May 28th (oahu date) 

On ATTU our troops continued their attempts to drive the 
enemy from the heights overlooking CHICHAGOF. No substantial 
gains were reported. 

ComGen WDC 272330 is a directive for the KI3KA operation. 
These two plans are summarized in CinCPac 290115 pink which 
gives our version of the training directive. 

Cominch 271427 pink requests comment on employment of 
Canadians in the ALEUTIANS. 

The Central and South Pacific areas were quiet. 

There were no new enemy developments. 
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May 29th. (Oahu Date) 

Good progress is being made on ATTU as shown by General 
Landrum’s 301150 two part. The cumulative casualty total today 
is: killed 184, wounded 821, missing 78, sick and*injured 824. 
Thus the ineffectives in the two weeks fighting are roughly 14% 
of the total landed. 

The South Pacific was generally quiet. Bad weather con¬ 
tinues, to hamper effective air operations. Two airfields for 
VP are scheduled for completion by June 15th. All major SoPac 
task forces continue to be at normal oases. 

CinCPac 292113 pink explains CinCPac 290115 pink to 
Admiral Nimitz who is in San Francisco for conference. 

The enemy is sending considerable air strength to PARA- 
MUSIIIRO, but there is no evidence of major surface moves toward 
that area or toward the ALEUTIANS. 



May 30th . (Oahu Date) 

Our forces, by the end of the day, had reached the head 
of CHICHAGOF Harbor and had overcome all enemy resistance except 
small pockets of troops in the overlooking high ground to the 
east of the harbor. Thus, the capture of ATTU is practically 
completed. It Is expected that the first VF strip there will be 
ready for planes about June 10th. 

CinCPac 292240 pink is the proposed directive to plan, 
train for, and capture KISKA. 

The Central and South Pacific Areas were quiet. 

There ?/ere no new enemy developments. 



May 31st. (Oahu Date) 


The activity on ATTU was confined today to the searching 
for and mopping up of small groups of the enemy and to consoli¬ 
dating our defense positions. The initial move to SHEMYA has 
been completed and the bomber strip construction on that island 
should commence this week. Surface forces continue to cover the 
ATTU operation. It is estimated that about 1500 Japs have been 
killed on ATTU during the occupation. Our losses are: Killed 
208; wounded 1086; missing 71. 

The Central Pacific was quiet. Lieut. General Emmons 
was relieved today as C. G. Hawaiian Department by Lieut.General 
Richardson. 


p \\A A 
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May CGCT) 

02 0843 C0MN0RPAC to COMINCH CINCPAC CTF 97. 96, COMGEN WDC . 

During April our planes dropped on AMATEUR 5744 bombs 
weighing 637.8 tons. JACKBOOT received 60 tons 509 
bombs. Destroyed or damaged unknown number enemy planes 
on KISKA beach by bombing and strafing. Our combat 
losses: 1 Liberator shot down crew lost, 1 Warhawk re¬ 
turning from attack crashed pilot saved. 36 planes damaged 
varying degrees. 2 crew members received minor injuries. 
Comnorpacfor sends April monthly summary . AFFECTATION. 

Bomber strip completed. Army strength 10,800, Navy 820 
officers and men. BIRD ODPD radar installations estab¬ 
lished. OGLIUGA. Army has 70 officers and men based there 
including radar personnel. Radar working. Some emergency 
gasoline. 6 .50 caliber machine guns and small arm 3 for 
local defense. Strip already been found invaluable as 
emergency landing field. GREAT SITKII ISLAND. Construction 
of fuel oil storage by Sea Bees has begun. ACCENTUATE. 

Harbor facilities greatly expanded. Motor torpedo boat base 
in operation. KULUK BAY anti torpedo net partially completed. 
Sono Buoys laid. Light cruiser group bombarded JACKBOOT 
twenty-sixth April destroying ammunition dump starting fires. 
S-32 torpedoed one enemy AK off JACKBOOT April 10th believed 
sunk. PBY bombed 2 enemy DDs northwest of JACKBOOT April 
tenth nil hits. Army cable laid between AFFECTATION and 
ACCENTUATE now In use. MIDDLETON refloated CONSTANTINE 
HARBOR April sixth now at INCUBUS undergoing temporary re¬ 
pairs . 

03 2037 COMINCH to OlNCPAC . 

Your comment on antisubmarine situation SoPac and SWPAC 
is desired particularly with respect to desirability of 
making Cincpac responsible for protection of shipping from 
United States all the way to AUSTRALIAN ports as a means 
for making best use of escorts available. Above to apply 
only to through traffic local convoys to be handled by 
area command full study is being made of reassignment of 
escort vessels but there can be little reenforcement of 
your fleet 'in the immediate future. Do you need any of¬ 
ficers with experience in antisubmarine operations in the 
Atlantic. 
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May (OCT) 

04 0534 COM 3RD FLT to COM 1ST FLT. Info ALL TFC SOPAC. COM 7TII FLT. 

58 US aircraft struck REKATA BAY 0810L (-11) 3rd. Avengers 
Dauntless and Corsairs bombed strafed while 22 Wildcat 
Lightning Warhawk fighters covered. Ton and 2 ton bombs 
blasted bivouac areas buildings AA positions starting large 
blaze. 1 block buster leveled whole 5 acres trees in 
bivouac area. Airsight 3rd saw 1 DD 11 AK's in BUIN area. 
WILLIAM WILLIAMS torpedoed 2nd was still afloat and under¬ 
way 0100 OCT 3rd. AITUTAKI, CC0K ISLANDS had radar contact 
2 unidentified ships close to Island 0546 GOT 3rd. Ves¬ 
sels later departed Southwest. Evening 2nd unident lights 
moving West off North Coast SAN CRISTOBAL. Explosions 
heard shortly afterwards same area. 

t 

05 0556 COM 3RD FLT to COM 1ST FLT. 

Before dawn 4th 3 forts ordered KAHILI on harassing mission 
failed get through visited MUNDA instead. Dropped 24 times 
300 then over to REKATA for disposal 14 remaining same size 
bombs. At 1020 L (-11) same morning twin strikes consist¬ 
ing 6 Avengers 6 Dauntless 8 Corsairs raided VANGAVANGA 
RINGI COVE simultaneously. 6 half-tonners 24 quarter-ton 
eggs fell each area and thorough strafings followed. 1 
fire at VANGA. Smoke from barge and wharf area RINGI. 16 
Wildcats 8 New Zealand Warhawks formed fighter cover for 
both striking groups. Yesterday's dope sheet referred 
erroneously to 2-ton bombs in REKATA strike 3rd. 1-ton 
size was biggest used. 

07 0552 COM 3RD FLEET to CINCPAC. Info NZN3. COM 7TH FLT. etc. 

77 BLUE planes struck MUNDA 0830 L (-11) 6th blasting AA 
posits, runway, buildings, dumps with high explosive and 
fire bombs and thoroughly strafing area. Dauntless Avengers 
Warhawks under Corsair V/ildcat coverage participated. 
Coastwatcher reported explosions continuing to 1050 L and 
photo planes passing over at 1100 saw fires still blazing. 
Noon 6th Recce planes sighted 11 AK’s in BUIN anchorage 
area. Afternoon 6th search plane shot down ORANGE float 
plane Southwest NSW GEORGIA. Another searcher saw pos¬ 
sible sub 20 miles East 0NT0NG JAVA. Sub reported off 
DIXON reef MALEKULA at 0900 L today 7th. Following from 
the Coast Watch GRAPEVINE. 2 cargo ships called at VILA 
night of 5th returning FAISI early 6th. VANGA strike 4th 
left only 3 houses standing generally messed up the area. 
Indications Nips about to occupy TE0P Harbor. 
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08 0538 COM 3RD FLEET to CINCPAC 


Info ALL TFC 1 3 THIRD FLEET, etc. 


According KOLOMBANGARA coastwatcher recent BLUE operations 
in BLACKETT STRAIT paid off today May 8 when 2 damaged Nip 
vessels scuttled themselves at 0705 (-11). 1 CL or DD was 

standing by possibly damaged. Air strike despatched from 
CACTUS to catch this one. 2 Liberators heckled KAHILI FAURO 
Island and BALLALE night of 6th-7th. More dope from coast 
watchers. Jap landing on GOWER Island from sub is rumored 
C UGELI strength appears reduced. REKATA raid by BLUE planes 
3rd cost Nips 13 dead many wounded. Friendly scouts killed 
2 more Japs 


07 2006 COMINCH to CINCPAC info COMAIRPAC, VOPNAV. CHIEF OF STAFF TJSA . 




Review of requirements for overseas transportation of Navy 
aircraft in Pacific. Cominch 171402 February.. Indicates need 
for total of 2 ACV's now, 3 in July and 5 in September to be 
assigned paramount duty as aircraft transports and such assign¬ 
ment is authorized. To assist in transport of Army fighter 
aircraft arrange 1 ACV voyage to South‘or Southwest Pacific 
with Army fighters in June, 1 in Sept, and 1 a month thereafter 
to end of 1943. Provide Vice CNO about 20 days notice of 
availability dates on West Coast of ACV’s to be sailed with 
Army planes in order necessary arrangements with Army may be 
made. 


09 0603 COM 3RD FLT to CINCPAC info NZNE. COM 7TH FLT ALL TFC'S 3RD FLT 



SBD's accompanied by Warhawks scored 1,000 pound bomb hit 
on Nip DD in GIZO Anchorage forenoon eighth slightly damage 
1 of 2 other destroyers seen near GIZO. Results this strike 
plus reassessment coast watcher reports re mine damage in¬ 
dicates 1 DD badly damaged 1 DD slightly damaged. 3 Avengers 
32 Corsairs originally part of Blackett strike did not get 
through so bombed and strafed MUNDA. Afternoon 8 th 108 Blue 
aircraft off-tock from Henderson to finish Blackett remnants. 
Entire strike turned back by weather. DRUM sinking 3 AK's 
totaling 17,000 tons. 


12 0339 CINCPAC to COMINCH. 


Vj 

G - 


After conference with Captain Allen recommended no change in 
present set-up by which CinCPac controls escorts in North and 
Central and South Pacific through subordinate echelons. 
Consider present system of assigning escorts for convoys 
moving through Sopac and Sowespac areas by mutual agreement 
between Force Commanders those areas depending upon availabil¬ 
ity of escort vessels when required better than control by 
CinCPac from distance. Urdis 032057. 
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12 0105 COMNORPAC to COMINCH CINCPAC GTF 97.96 COMGEN TOC NORPACFOR . 

Heavy fog has delayed landings and prevented effective air 
operations LANDCRAB. Progress to present tine. Landings from 
subs and KANE on beach SCARLET successfully completed. 6 boats 
have landed beach RED. Present Plan CTF 51 is to force landings 
beaches RED, YELLOW and BLUE at 1530 W (/lO) weather permitting. 


12 0614 COMNORPAC to COMINCH CINCPAC NORPACFOR “USUAL ADDEES" 


Further information on LANDCRAB. Landings are progressing on 
beaches RED, YELLOW and BLUE in dense fog. ComTaskForce 51 
reported that CHICHAOF had been bombarded radar control and 
our troops were about 3,000 yards inland from beaches RED and 
YELLOW. This at 1840 W (/lO) 

O I 2 0827 COMNORPAC to COMINCH CINCPAC CTF 97.96 NORPACFOR COMOEN WDC . 




Comnorpac sends additional information May 11th summary. Wea¬ 
ther to westward ACCENTUATE dense surface fog or low ceilings. 
Wind at JACKBOOT initially northeast veering to northerly 5 
knots. Fog continued throughout day in JACKBOOT area. Submarine 
and KANE (DD235) personnel (400 men) landed beach SCARLET. 
Estimated 1100 landed beach RED, 2000 beaches YELLOW and BLUE 
by 20 hours W (/lO). Commenced main landing about 1530 W on 
beaches YELLOW and BLUE. CTF 51 reports 5 planes lost but no 
pilots. Troop casualties not known believed light thus far. 
AFFECTATION air bombardment groups unable see HOLTZ CHICHAGOF or 
other targets but on way home 1 flight mediums dropped 38 demo 
300's camp area run at AMATEUR. CHIRKOF GRANT (reenforcement 
troops) with escorting ships proceeding to area 50 miles north¬ 
east Point YELLOW on call from CTF 51 searches averaged 450 
miles northwest and southwest 615 miles west 400 miles south 
ACCENTUATE mostly radar. Unloading continues through night 
with cruiser groups and battleships in covering positions. 
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14 0745 COMNORPAO to COMINCII. Cl'TCP AC. CTF 96. 97. COMGEN WPG. NORPACFOR 



V» r est of ACCENTUATE continued fog rain low ceilings and re¬ 
duced visibility. Wind JACKBOOT Southeast 15 to 30 knots. 

Part 1 of 3 part May 13th summary. At 1357 W (/10) today 
Comtaskfor 51 reported following. PHELPS, IDAHO neutralized 
enemy batteries HOLTZ BAY which were preventing our artil¬ 
lery from firing. BLUE artillery from beach RED now moving 
up. Strong winds poor visibility slowing operations and 
prohibiting air support. General Brown reports "Our plan 
of attack indefinite awaiting visicility". Intend unload 
CIIIRIKOF beach RED. Little change troop positions since 
last report. New subject. Morning searches averaged 475 
Northwest and West 400 Southwest ACCENTUATE. Mostly radar. 
Northernmost sector (55-56 North) not yet reported. BELL 
and CHIRIKOF will continue unloading at Beach RED during 
night. PICARD and MacDONOUGH (damaged in collision) arrived 
ACCENTUATE. 4 heavies diverted from ATTU to KISKA by weather 
dropped 160 demo centuries main camp KISKA. Overcast pre¬ 
vented observation of results. 8 Warhawks dropped 7 quarter 
tonners from 3000 feet through hole in overcase on LITTLE 
KISKA. 3 bombs seen to exnlode in installation area. 2 
AFFECTATION motor torpedo boats made sweep off South coast 
AMATEUR night of May i2th. Negat contacts. For further 
info see CTF 51 dispatch 140729. Total land bases air at¬ 
tacks in sunport of our troops on ATTU involved 12 mediums 
10 heavies 24 lightnings. Times from local noon to 1615 W 
(dIus 10). Altitudes 70 feet to 7,500. Attacked designated 
targets HOLT and CHICAG0F. Total drooDed by land based air 
26.2 tons consisting centuries 300’s quarter tonners and frag 
clusters. Many fires started. 4 enemy barges turned. Sil¬ 
enced ack ack periodically.. Number attacks by Wildcats dur¬ 
ing day unknown but believed numerous. Comtaskforce 51 re¬ 
ported following 0901 W (nlus 10) today 13th. Enemy submarine 
reported by Catalina to have fired torpedo at PENNSYLVANIA 
afternoon 12th. Death charged 6 hours by FARRAGUT and 
ED"’ARDS. Surfaced about midnight. Fired on oy EDWARDS. 
Believed sunk. PERIDA hit rock MASSACRE now beached at 
Yellow and is now about 5 percent unloaded. APA’s average 
30 percent unloaded. Troop advance slow due fog and enemy 
resistance. Early visibility prevented air or naval gunfire 
support. Naval gunfire supoort has now commenced. 
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15 0543 COMTHIRDFLT to CINCFIRSTFLT. Info KZNB. ALL TFCS. SOPAC etc. 


Quartet of bombing TBF'S raided TOIOLKI shipping 2nd suc¬ 
cessive night 14th again scoring 2 hits on AK with aid of 
light from flare planes. Supporting Liberators harassed 
KAHILI airdrome were met by inept Jap night fighters. 
Other Liberators heckled EALLALE MUNDA. Para. Photos AM 
14th showed KAHILI Field to have only sizable concentra¬ 
tion of warplanes in entire SOLOMONS Area. 29 VF/5 VB 
and 2 dive bombers. 


16 0602 CTF 51 to CTF 16 info CINCPAC. 



Part 1 of 2 . Completed conference. Brown states as follows: 
All present forces committed. Does not have sufficient 
strength to take ATTU. Doubts if Culin can capture HOLTZ 
with present forces and believes his position insecure with¬ 
out reinforcements which Brown can not supply from local 
forces. Requests early conference if possible with you and 
DeWItt. Believes enemy strength greater than original esti¬ 
mate and possibly thirteen infantry companies plus special 
troops total number unknown. Enemy casualties unknown. 
Attributes difficulty to terrain and numerous concealed 
enemy machine gun positions. Requests immediate reinforce¬ 
ment by fort^ infantry plus artillery available and remainder 
thirty-second Infantry. Para. In view of emergency expressed 
by Brown have ordered BELL to remain unloading off RED Beach. 
Hope to complete tomorrow when she will be directed to 
recover boats proceed ADAK purpose load such troops as you 
may direct. CIIIRIKOF requires probably 5 day unload and 
have directed her MASSACRE to complete. 





16 0915 Part 2 and last of my 160602 . Supplies can then be ferried 
RED Reach by cane or small boats. Suggest LCT’s and barges 
be sent JACKBOOT assist unloading. HARRIS (APA 2) ZEILIN 
(APA 3) completed unloading now fueling DDs and will join 
BELL return ADAK. HEYWOOD remain MASSACRE for emergency 
evacuation Red Beach, Para. Request your approval my pro¬ 
posed ship movements am submitting suggested distribution 
naval forces this area by later despatch. Para. Situation 
today. Brown reports latest complete casualty list is as 
of 1700 May 13th: 4 officers, 40 men killed. 3 officers, 

160 men wounded, 74 missing. Weather poor. No carrier 
operations. Army heavies in area 4 hours could not drop 
At 1045 Lightnings attacking in HOLTZ BAY. Kingfishers 
and Catalinas on intensive anti-sub patrol. Kingfishers 
ferried bombs to Japs near target 33 ACJOUR northern troops 
at north side south PFREAG west and at 1030. Slight rains 
In south but situation generally unchanged. Supplies drop¬ 
ped for scouts. 
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16 0630 C0MN0RPAC to COMINCH CINCPAC NORPACFOR CTF 96. 97. COMGEN WDC . 



Following information from CTF 51 as of 1020 W (/lO) today. 

Part 1 May 15th summary . Previous report our Northern troops 
along ridge HOLTZ BAY in error. 2 battalion combat teams of 
Northern troops are about 600 yards northwest of beach in west 
arm HOLTZ with provisional battalion 1000 yards farther west. 
Net advance in this area afternoon 14th 500 yards. Yesterdays 
bombardment carefully controlled by shore spotters. No prog¬ 
ress is reported from Southern area where situation remains 
unchanged. APA percentage unloadingr HEYWOOD 100. ZEILIN 90. 
BELL 70. HARRIS 72. Expect complete unloading APAs late today 
or by tomorrow morning. PERIDA 30 percent unloaded, CHIRIKOF 
10, GRANT 50. Expect unload GRANT, PERIDA by 17th. CHIRIKOF 
20th or later. PERIDA expect completion tomorrow. Total 
Army wounded embarked from southern area 119. 2 torpedoes 

fired at BELL off RED Beach. Both missed and hunt is on for 
sub. Weather still bad this morning. Slight improvement this 
afternoon and air ground support missions from AMCHITKA are off. 


16 0930 COMNORPAC to CTF 51, Intercept . 




Your 152310. Due to unsatisfactory progress of LANDCRAB land¬ 
ing phase will not be considered completed upon withdrawal of 
APA’s, but will be held in abeyance while situation is being 
clarified. Air plan being set up for tomorrow same as last 
2 days. Ship movements proposed in your 160615 are approved. 

18 0614 CINC 3RD FLT to CINCPAC info N' T N3. ALL TFC* r. SOPAC. etc. 

Orange sub sank tanker STOREY posit 17-30 South 173-02 East 
at 1540 OCT 17th. Rescue planes in contact with nearly 60 
survivors in boats near scene. Para. Blue dive bombers at¬ 
tacked REKATA Bay 0850 L (-11) 17th. Search plane reported 
30 planes on MUNDA Field morning 17th aut fighter sweeo and 
photo recce disclosed no serviceable aircraft there. § 
freighters 3 escort vessels BTJIN FAISI same morning. GRAY- 
BACK reports 2 hits in big DD plus 2 hits in 2 medium Marus. 
Coastwatch boys say small craft traffic continues in and 
around BUKA passage area. 


4 / 
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-/ 19 2327 CGWDC to CINCPAC info CHIEF STAFF WDC 


1st of 2 parts Comnorpac 192545 being passed for General 
DeWitt. Reduction and occupation AMATEUR subject. Am¬ 
phibious training force number 9 consisting of 2 Rgts, 

1 Regt AA artillery, 1 Regt Combat Engrs with attached 
troops, total 16,000 men, Gen Corlett commanding, assembled 
since May 1 at Camp Ord and under training ComAmForPac 
since that date for AMATEUR operation pd This operation 
not yet approved as such by Joint Chiefs of Staff. To 
enable this force to be fully equipped with resulting 
maximum effectiveness of training without further delay 
suggest we join in dispatch to Joint Chief of Staff rec¬ 
ommending approval this operation. Message to be sent 
by you stating my concurrence. 





19 2345 2nd and last part Comnorpac 192545 . Appreciate this may 
be considered premature with LANDCRAB still active and 
with occupation VOLUBLE and construction airfield thereon 
for use in June dependent on early conclusion LANDCRAB 
but as result of action 18th and today am confident op¬ 
eration will now be ended promptly and successfully. 
Consider it imperative advantage be taken of time now 
available to perfect organization and training this force 
so as to be prepared to launch AMATEUR attack during next 
most favorable period weather conditions Aleutian area. 

As basis for planning suggest consideration be given use 
AFFECTATION, ACCENTUATE and INCUBUS for staging ground 
force using APA'S, LST'S, LCT'S and LCI'S. Operation to 
be set for first v/eek in September with training during 
month of August in a GOOSEWING area selected by CG ADC 
and Comnorpac. Experience LANDCRAB operation dictates 
prudence above action. CG ADC and Comnorpac and Comamphib- 
corpspac concur. 

21 0247 CINCPAC to COMINCH info CG WDC. CTF 16. 

I favor CGWDC 192327 which Is being passed to you. My 
090342 January initiated training and planning phase which 
Ss now well advanced but must be modified as result of 
changed situation and experience following LANDCRAB. On 
assumption that sufficient covering force and shipping will 
remain available to me after withdrawals for operations now 
planned in other areas I recommend approval. 
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24 0531 COM 3RD FLEET to OINCSOWESPAC. RDO AUCKLAND, CINCPAC, etc . 



During night 23rd-24th BLUE aircraft extensively bombed ORANGE 
posits iln SOLOMONS. Between 2350 and 0054 (-11; Army Liber¬ 
ators plus 14 Portresses hammered KAHILI and BUIN TONOLEI shore 
line area with 250 times 300 pounders. Avengers failed contact 
2 unident ships off MOILA POINT 1 plane this type bombed ERVENTA 
Island. All this in support and as diversion to successful 
mining operations. In addition 5 more liberators struck KAHILI 
BALLALE with half ton bombs scoring direct hits each strip also 
located 3 freighters BALLALE bombed 1 vessel results unknown. 
Time 2302-0100 (-11). 10 Forts out later carrying 1 ton bombs 

dispersed by weather raided KAHILI east point SHORTLAND, BALLALE 
MUNDA, REKATA. Para. PT tender NIAGARA hit by Nip torpedo due 
east SAN CRISTOBAL about 1430 (-11) 23rd. Subsequently aband¬ 
oned survivors reached CACTUS in PT’s. Tanker STANVAC MANILA 
torpedoed 1635 GCT 23rd south of AMADEE Light. GUADAL had 3 
plane raid night of 23rd nil damage 1 slight casualty. ESPIRITU 
SANTO had single nlane raid just after midnight same night 
bombs fell harmlessly in SEGOND CHANNEL. 
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28 1710 DeWITT to CINCPAC. Info CTF 16. JOIIGSN ADO. 

Communication of yours MSG 2A.2It.5. May 25 is referred to. 
005084. This is part 1, suggested Joint Directive: 

PAPA 1 . Oojective. Reduction and occupation of KISKA and 
LITTLE KISKA at earliest practicable date. 


PARA 2 . Purpose. To destroy last remaining hostile forces 
in the ALEUTIANS, to make impossible future enemy occupa¬ 
tion of ALEUTIAN territory, to create base for future opera¬ 
tions against Japan and against hostile shipping in North 
Pacific. 



i 


This is Part 2 of our MSG 281710. 

TASK A . To reduce and occupy KITCA and LITTLE KISKA. 

TASK E . To improve present enemy airfield thereon or con¬ 
struct suitable airfield on KISKA or LITTLE KISKA. 




Para 3 . Command. Supreme command CTF 16. Army Comdr 
ComGen Amphibian training force 9. 

PARA 4 . Forces assigned Navy, Task Force 16 and such ad¬ 
ditional forces as may be assigned thereto. Army Forces, 
Assault and Reserve Troops as follows: THIS PART 3 OF 
OUR MSG 281710: Assault Forces, present amphibian training 
force 9 augmented by one additional infantry regimental 
combat team with attached troops as designated by ComGen 
WDC. Reserve forces to be Inf Regimental combat team now 
in Alaska plus,Canadian troops approximating one American 
Inf Regimental combat team v/ith attached troops. This part 
4 of our MSG 281710. Permanent garrison for KISKA to be 
as designated by ComGen WDC. 

PARA 5 . Target date, on or about September first. 

PARA 6 . Command of occupied area will revert to Army when 
senior Array officer KISKA informs Comtaskforce 16 that Army 
is ready to assume command. This ends dispatch. 
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30 1150 LANDRUM to COMNORPAC. 





CASCO relays. Part 1 of 2 parts. The enemy attack up 
Chicagof Valley at dawn this morning was made by a force 
estimated to be approximately 250 men. It was checked 
as previously reported. This force overan the 3d batta¬ 
lion 17th Infantry and made a vicious attack on the bat¬ 
talion and deaf % regimental command post. The losses of 
command post and medical personnel are not definitely 
known but are probably heavy, losses in combat units not 
believed great. Reorganization of this battalion com¬ 
pleted. After passing through the command post area the 
enemy advanced toward the Sarana-Massacre Pass cutting 
all communication wires. In route they were hit by units 
of the force reserve and more than hundred enemy killed 
in a brief fire action. The remainder scattered as in¬ 
dividual snipers or holed up in small groups. The day 
was occupied in cleaning up these pockets, in 1 of which 
2 officers and 59 enemy were killed. At this hour the 
upper floor of the valley and approaches to the Pass 
have been cleared except for an occasional sniper 1 re¬ 
maining pocket, well up a draw on Cold Mountain, reported 
to be approximately 50 strong is isolated and is being 
worked on by 2 small companies Part 2 follows. . 

^Probably"Rear”. 

30 1155 This is Part 2 of 2. All details as to numbers are still 
subject to verification but this has been the biggest 
single killing day we have had. At this hour conservative 
estimates of enemy killed today is approximately 6 offi¬ 
cers and 200 men. Certain unusual features of this at¬ 
tack are: enemy carried rifles, no machine guns or light 
mortars (verified) some were reported to be only with 
bayonets tied to sticks. Not verified. Some reported 
to be under influence of liquor or drug. Not verified. 

Many rushed to food dumps and ate ravenously. Partially 
verified. My wire communication is now being restored. 

I plan to attack at earliest opportunity permitted by 
necessity for regrouping of troops used by me for todays 
mop up. In order to further the security of long diffi¬ 
cult supply lines from beach to forward area I am tem¬ 
porarily employing every individual that can be taken 
from service troops, engineers and AA artillery men. 
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29 1558 COMINCH to CINCPAC. 

ULTRA HIGH COM . I am concerned as to enemy's probable 
reactions to our heavy deployment of forces in the 
Western ALEUTIANS. He already has information of the 
presence of our light cruiser group, he will probably 
soon have information through planes or submarines of 
the heavy cruiser group, and possibly information before 
long of our battleship group. His interpretation of the 
significance of such heavy assembly of forces may well 
prompt powerful reactions. Para 2. I suggest for your 
consideration delay in departure of NORTH CAROLINA and 
VICTORIOUS until arrival of WASHINGTON and ENTERPRISE so 
that a task group of this strength is continuously avail¬ 
able for deployment by you as needed in the Central or 
North Pacific. 

* 

29 1747 COMINCH to CINCPAC. CINCLANT . 

Hicom. Prospective employment 2 battleships on special 
duty Atlantic will delay intended transfer SOUTH DAKOTA 
to Pacific. Present intention send that vessel or IOWA 
to Pacific early July. In vlew new situation Atlantic 
Cinclant hereby authorized retain 2 prospective PacFlt 
destroyers to maintain Task Force 22 screen at total of 
5. This is in addition to previous arrangements as to 
retention of PacFlt destroyers* 

06 0903 COMNORPAC to CINCPAC. 

Most Secret. In view apparent increased enemy activities 
Northern KURILES and to provide for strong striking force 
being continuously on station to westward during post 
LANDCRA3 period request NEW MEXICO and MISSISSIPPI with 
at least 4 destroyers be sent this area to arrive as 
soon as practicable. 

00 0430 COMSOPAC to CINCSOWESPAC info COMINCH CINCPAC COMSOWESPAC 

Handle as most secret. This is schedule for movement of 
SOPAC units less MTBS and Defense Bn to Sowespac for WOOD¬ 
LARK operation. Your 070158. Para 1 PRESIDENTS JACKSON, 
ADAMS, HAYES with troops and equipment of 134th Field Ar¬ 
tillery Bn, Company C 404th Engineer Bn, miscellaneous 
Army Service Units, 112th Cavalry less 1 troop and less 
animals, and ground personnel 1 Army pursuit squadron, es¬ 
corted by 3 destroyers depart NOUMEA about May 15 arrive 
TOWNSVILLE about May 19. Estimate will require 3 days to 
discharge troops and cargo. Request you then route these 
vessels to NOUMEA Para 2 CARINA with additional Army cargo 
escorted by 1 Destroyer departs NOUMEA May 21 arrives 
TOWNSVILLE about May 28. Estimate v/ill require 7 days to 
unload. Request you provide relief for CARINA escort 

- CONTINUED - 1553 
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08 0430 G0I.1SCPAC - Continued - 

AG CAPRICORN CHANNEL and route CARINA to NOUMEA after unloaded 
Para 3 Coi&transdiv 16 in GILMER is enroute TOWNSVILLE, BROOKS 
is enroute SYDNEY. These vessels are assigned operational 
control Comsowespac on arrival. BROOKS has 2 weeks availabil¬ 
ity for retubing condenser at SYDNEY already arranged. Para 4. 

6 LST's with naval base personnel and equipment escorted by 
HUMPHREYS and SANDS with 1 troop 112th Cavalry departs NOUMEA 
about May 14 arrives TOWNSVILLE about May 20. On arrival 
Sowespac 6 LST's HUMPHREYS and SANDS pass to operational con¬ 
trol Comsowespac. Para 5. Administration of 4 APD's and 6 
LST's remains under Comsopac. Para 6. If satisfactory to you 
plan to route all vessels for TOWNSVILLE via CAPRICORN CHANNEL. 
Assume you can provide barrier pilots. Para 7. In near future 
plan to send staff representatives of Army and Navy units by 
air to TOWNSVILLE to make bivouac and unloading arrangements 
Para 0. PRESIDENTS from anchorage within 1000 yards of beach 
at GUADALCANAL have unloaded similar cargo In six hours using 
own boats and embarked troops as stevedores. These ships 
draw 26 feet and consequently must anchor about 8 miles off 
TOWNSVILLE which will greatly increase loading time. Same 
applies to CARINA which draws at least 25 feet. If unloading 
time is governing factor recommend reconsideration PORT MORES¬ 
BY as destination for the foregoing SOPAC vessels if beaches 
suitable for landing craft are available. Advise. 
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08 1329 COMINGH to COMSOPAC. Info 0INC?AC. 

This is MOST SECRET Part 1 of 081355* In answer to V/ar 
Department despatch request for information MacArthur on 
Maj r 5 advises as follows. General plan of campaign to 
accomplish Joint Chiefs of Staff directive of March 29 th 
is briefly as follows: 

Operation l . 

The Western axis occupation of WOODLARK and KIRIWINA 
Islands. 


Operation A . 

Eastern axis infiltration into NEW GEORGIA/or SANTA 
ISABEL Island without commitment of major forces. 


Operation 2 . 

Western axis capture of LAE SALAMAUA FINCHHAVEN MADANG 

area. 


Operation B . 

Eastern axis capture BUIN-FAISI area. 

Operation 3 . 

Western axis occupation western NEW BRITAIN. 

Operation C, 

Eastern axis occupation KIETA and neutralization BUKA. 

Sequence and timing subject to fluctuations of 
tactical circumstances. 


x ASSUME : Operation A will proceed during operations 1 and 2 . 

Operation B will follow occupation and consolidation 

EXE. - 


Three task forces are planned: 

(1) Through SOLOMONS composed of South Pacific Forces. 

(2) To occupy KIRIWINA and WOODLARK and Western NEW 
BRITAIN composed of Southwest and South Pacific 
Forces. 

( 3 ) In NEW GUINEA composed of Southwest Pacific Forces. 
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OB 1329 COMINCH to COMSOPAC. Info CINCPAC. (Continued) 

The general details of employment of forces in operations 
along eastern axis and in Operations 2 and 3 western axis 
are essentially the same as plans which were presented by 
staff representatives at WASHINGTON. For the occupation 
of KIRIWINA and WOODLARK Islands a concurrent infiltration^ 
to both is planned covered by Southwest Pacific air forces 
from GOODENCUGH Island and South and Southwest Pacific air 
forces from MILNE Bay. Arrangements have been perfected 
with Comsopac to furnish an occuDying garrison for WOOD¬ 
LARK Island composed of apnroximately 8000 men exclusive of 
air units. The South Pacific also furnishes floating equip 
ment to facilitate the operations. A Southwest Pacific 
garrison of similar strength is to supply occupying force 
for KIRIWINA Island. The occupation of both islands is 
under a Southwest Pacific task force commander for coordina 
tion and control. Southwest Pacific air and naval forces 
support the operation. Detailed planning is now in pro¬ 
gress and June 15th is target date for the occupation al¬ 
though some advance parties may be Dlaced thereon at an 
earlier date. Unquote. 

Para 2. Captain Browning brings tentative plan for infil¬ 
tration occupation of NEW GEORGIA which indicates infiltra¬ 
tion of Eastern NEW GEORGIA in the middle of May. Browning 
further states that such an operation if desired by Halsey 
meets with MacArthur's approval. 

Para 3 . Prompt initiation of operations indicated in Para 
2 above will be strongly recommended by Cominch to Joint 
Chiefs of Staff. 

Para 4. Cincpac and Comsopac expedite comment. 
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09 0501 COMSOPAC to COMINCH Info CINCPAC. 

Handle as most secret. In general agreement parts 123 
of Cominch 081529. Tentative plan NEW GEORGIA envisages 
practically simultaneous seizure WICKHAM as staging point, 
VIRU HARBOR as staging point and if reconnaissance estab¬ 
lishes feasibility an advance air base, RENDOVA ISLAND as 
an advance PT base and as base of departure for attack on 
NitJNDA, Tentative date about 15 June, form plan and date 
to be submitted on return my representatives from BRISBANE 
about 15 May. 

11 1819 COMINCH to CINCPAC info COMSOPAC . 

Ultra for addressees only. It is my view that existing 
task organization comprise too many quote task forces 
unquote which are in reality quote task groups unquote 
and which are brought together at intervals to operate as 
quote task forces unquote. This process has had the result 
that we find ourselves making use of task force commanders 
with staffs inadequate as to size and as to experience in 
handling coordinated operations, so that the task force 
commander is unable to exercise the full scope of command 
and must therefore be told, not only what to do, but must 
be given too much detail as to how to do it. Para 2. 

The system of numbered fleets was partly adopted in order 
to make use of task echelons higher than quote task forces 
unquote which fact now requires full consideration of the 
creation training and use of quote task forces unquote as 
major not minor echelons of fleets with the consequent 
careful selection of task force commanders and organization 
of adequate task force staffs. Give this matter early and 
full attention. 

16 0420 COMSOPAC to COMINCH Info CINCPAC. CINCS07/ESPAC. 

Handle as most secret. My 090501 not to all Addes. Based 
on staff conference with representatives of Southwest 
Pacific and on ground reconnaissance APERIENT, TOENAILS 
plan envisages practically simultaneous seizure: ARMCHAIR 
as staging point, BLACKBOY and construction fighter strip 
thereon (30 day estimate), CAT3MEAT as staging point, 

DOWSER as an advance PT base and base of departure for 
later attack on JACONET. Date to be coincident with South¬ 
west Pacific seizure of LEATHERBACK BYPRODUCT earliest 
June 15. Plan places small forces ARMCHAIR CATSMEAT 
BLACKBOY emoloying light craft. Initial movement DOWSER 

1 infantry regiment reinforced employing 6 APD’s, 4 APA's, 

2 AKA’s all lightly loaded to arrive debark and depart under 
cover of darkness same night. 15j> guns DOWSER area neutral¬ 
ize JACONET. DOWSER force to be built by infiltration to 
43rd Division less 1 regimental combat team Marine defense 
battalion Marine raider regiment less 2 battalions, Naval 
and miscellaneous units. 
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16 1013 C0HN0RPAC to COMINCH Info OINCPAG. CTF 51. 

This is HICOM. CTF 51 152301 and 152310. My 160400. 

CTF 51 160602 and 160615. References which have been 
double headed to Cominch and Cincpac present the un¬ 
satisfactory tactical situation on JACKBOOT. Iten. 

Regret the necessity but feel compelled to have Com¬ 
mander Landing Force superseded. Accordingly General 
Landrum will proceed by plane to JACK X)CT May 16 to 
relieve General Brown. 

16 0400 C0MN0RPAG to ADMIRAL ROCKWELL, Info COMINCH. CIIJCFAC. 

Deliver this immediately to Admiral Rockwell personally. 

The despatch is for Admiral Rockwell's eyes only. All 
others stop here. Your 152301, 152310 and message 
received by BUCKNER from Brown requesting large shipment 
heavy engineer road building equipment indicate that 
Brown has stopped fighting and intends to consolidate 
his present position in MASSACRE Bay for an indefinite 
period. Evidently he does not intend to move his front 
line or to use his vastly superior numbers vigorously 
and aggressively until nrovided with a road net. This 
procedure ^’jeopardize the entire LANDCRAB operations. 

Brown's mission is based on necessity for speedy capture of 
HOLTZ Bay so as to secure base for prompt movement to 
VOLUBLE and construction of airfield thereon. Tactical 
employment of troops is Brown's responsibility. If re¬ 
enforcement by water from MASSACRE to RED BEACH is 
desirable it should be decided upon at once while land¬ 
ing force facilities are fully available. The view that 
the reduction of ATTTJ will be slow is not acceptable. If 
in your opinion Brown lacks stamina and aggressive spirit 
necessary for driving attack home at once I intend that 
he be relieved from command and be replaced by Landrum 
who has been made available. DeWitt and Buckner concur. 
Desire your recommendation immediately. Branch and Hoe 
will be sent v/hen escorts available. 

16 1016 CTF 51 to CTF 16. 

For Adm Kinkaid. Your 160400. My 160602 and 160615. 
Conference with Brown discloses his belief that present 
land forces are inadequate to prosecute a vigorous of¬ 
fensive. His reasons given in my references. Was not 
aware reouest was being made for road building equipment. 
Browns decision as to reenforcements by water from MASSACRE 
to beach RED was that troops could not be spared. Para. 
While lack of personal observation of the immediate tactical 
situation ashore prevents me from forming a positive opinion 
my feeling is that the offensive potentialities of our land 
forces are not being fully exploited. Col Weckerling and 
copy of Brov/n's estimate left by PBY today and I recommend 
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16 1016 0?? 51 to CTF 16. 

your decision be withheld until Brown’s difficulties 


are fully understood. Para. New subject. I consider 
the landing phase of LANDCRAB amphibious operation now 
completed and unless otherwise directed intend to with¬ 
draw May 16th with 3 APA’s leaving HEYWOOD as requested 
by CKM landing force. 


22 0211 Com 7th Pit to ConinOh. Info Comsubs 7th Fit. Cincpac. etc. 


This is Utmost Secret. Operating under Comtaskfor 71 
GRENADIER overdue and must be presumed lost. Departed 
Premantle 20 March arrived LEMVOALAU 1 April. Area as¬ 
signed by arrangement with CinC EF North uf 7 North and 
East of line NIC030R-ANDAJIANS-CAPE NEGRAIS. 15 April 
in 13-13 North 96-55 East GRENADIER reported damaging 
small ship 3 miles West of PILGRIM Island at 2200 H 
(-3) 6 April, no other contacts to 20 fathoms South¬ 
east RANGOON and West to Long. 96. Sub directed depart 
area dark 23 April oroceed THWARTWAY Island for 1 week 
patrol vicinity 5UNDA STRAIT and depart 1 + May for Fre¬ 
mantle reconnoitering CHRISTMAS Island 1 day enroute. 
Shin directed acknowledge when feasible. ETA EXMOUTH 
GULF 10-1L May or Fremantle 13-17 May. GRENADIER not 
heard from since 15 Anril. 


24 1336 CominCh to ClnCPac Info ComNorPac ConGenWDC CTF 51 etc. 



HiCon. Very secret. Joint Chiefs of Staff direct you pre¬ 
pare plan and train according your 210247 except consider 
target date should be earlier accepting problem low visi¬ 
bility condition. Decision relative to execution will be 
made upon receipt your detailed plan. 


25 0526 ComSoPac to CinCPac info ComSoWesPac ComSubsPac CTF 72. 


This is most secret. Commencing D minus 4 day my dis 160420 
request concentration 5 submarines covering all exits TRUK. 
In event major enemy force heading south desire deployment 
along TRUK-BUKA line. In latter case request temporary 
transfer operational control SoPac 
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25 0451 CINOPAC to COHNORPAC . 

Due JACK BOOT occupation <Tap fishing operations on 
KAMCHATKA called off. SHOHJ MARU and IBTJRI MARU my 
230507 not going KAMCHATKA will unload laborers and 
material Northern KURILES. SHINTO MARU which departed 
HAKO date 1? May after unloading men and material in 
North KURILES will proceed directly to PETR0PAVL0V3K 
under naval escort. 



w 
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25 2319 CCKSOPAC to COMSUBPAC, COMSOWESPAC. 

HICOM. Have given careful consideration plan proposed 
your 240526. Para. Our best educated guess and gazing 
into crystal ball leads to firm belief that bulk of 
enemy surface forces has its center of deployment in 
Empire Waters. Further believe that move you are about 
to make will draw on you enemy shore based aircraft and 
troops but will not in initial phases result in strong 
movement of enemy surface forces to your BAILIWICK. 

Para. Consider lack of targets, heavy A/S patrol and 
unfavorable operating con ditions make this area unprofit 
able hunting ground compared with others. Para. Will 
cover this area and others through which enemy may pass 
with sufficient submarine strength to give you probable 
timely warning of enemy forces and to subject enemy 
forces to submarine attack. 

27- 0001 COL;INCH to OIITCPAC. 

Handle as most secret. High Com from Cominch listing 
agenda items for forthcoming reference. 

1. Central Pacific Force Organization training employ¬ 
ment, Phioious Forces. 

2. Major Task Forces Organization and training in general 

3. Flag commands for task forces to be organized. 

4. Carrier night training. 

5. Future base requirements in the Pacific. 

6. Coordination of BURMA and Pacific Campaigns. 

7. General plans for the defeat of Japan. 

8. Organization for the coordination of antisuomarine 
measures routing of convoys San Francisco to Australia 

9. Submarine warfare method. 

10. Analyses of actions. 

11. Rotation of personnel. 

12. SOLOMON INLANDS NEW GUINEA Campaign. 

13. Command responsibility for development of Alaskan and 
Aleutian bases. 

14. Screening of requirements for PacFieet Aviation 
activities. 
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27 1427 COMINCH to COMPAGFLT Info COMNORPAC 


This is bigot hicom. Subject to final Canadian agreement 
Army approves sending 1 Canadian battalion infantry and 1 
AA battery of 40 mm guns to AFFECTATION about 15 June as 
garrison troops. These troops to be included within present 
troop ceiling established for the area as are the Canadian 
troops now on VINETTE ISLAND. Canadians have further of¬ 
fered to make available to equivalent of a regimental combat 
team for future amphibious operation troops to be moved to 
GOOSEWING for training both our troops about 1 month prior 
to operation. These troops to be a temporary task force in 
excess to troop celling unless later used to replace garrison 
troops. All supply and equipment except armament and am¬ 
munition will be by U.S. Comment on inclusion of Canadians ; 
as assault of floating reserve. 
tY 

29 0115 CINCPAC to COM 12 



Com 12 for Admiral Nimitz. HiCom from CinCPac Admin. 

Reference DeWItt’s 281710 which is being passed to Cora 12. 
Following is CinCPac version of Joint Directive to be issued 
action CTF 16 CTF 51 info CominCh ComGen WDC ComWesSeaFron 
ComNorwesSeaFron, if you and DeWitt concur.- This is Joint 
Directive issued by CinCPac and ComGen WDC effective on 
receipt and supercedes my 090342 of January. Para. 

Objective . Reduction and occupation KISKA and LITTLE KISKA. 
Purpose ♦ To destroy last remaining hostile forces in 
ALEUTIANS, to deny KISKA and LITTLE KISKA to enemy, to create 
base for future operations against enemy in North Pacific. 
Para. Task in collaboration with ComGen TOC plan and train 
for reduction and occupation of KISKA and LITTLE KISKA. 

Para. Command/ Supreme command CTF 16. Amphibious opera¬ 
tions CTF 51. Army commander ComGen Amphibian Training Force 
9. Para. Forces . Navy task forces 16 and 51. Army Assault 
and reserve troops as follows: Assault forces present 
Amphibian Training Force 9, augmented by 1 additional infantry 
regimental combat team with attached troops as designated by 
ComGen TOC. Reserve forces to be infantry regimental combat 
team now in ALASKA plus Canadian troops approximating one 
American infantry regimental combat team with attached troops. 
Permanent garrison for KISKA to be as designated by ComGen 
TOC. Para. Target date earliest practicable but not later 
that September 1, 1943. Para. CTF 51 submit plan to CinCPac 
ComGen WDC, CTF 16 at earliest practicable date. Command of 
occupied area will revert to Army when senior Army officer 
KISKA informs CTF 16 that Army is ready to assume command. 
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27 2330 C0M0EN TOC to CINCPAC Info GTF 16. COMGEN ADC . 

Classification of this MSG Secret Security C09063 communi- 
>/ cation of yours number 242145 May 25 referred to. Part 1 . 

This first part is suggested plan, 2nd part following is 
suggested joint directive, both for submission to Joint 
Chiefs of Staff for approval. 

Para 1 . Train force for assault and occupation of KISKA. 

Para 2 . Forces Army, Amphibian Training Force 9 now at 
Fort Ord plus 1 infantry regimental combat team proportion¬ 
ately augmented by necessary engineers, signal, medical and 
quartermaster troops as may be necessary to provide adequate 
shore part personnel and service elements, these additional 
forces are to be obtained by ComGen WDC and transferred to 
Fort Ord. In addition the above troops to be augmented by 
1 infantry regimental combat team now in ALASKA with their 
attached troops. Canadian forces approximating 1 American 
infantry regimental combat team will probably also be made 
available for this operation. Navy forces, those made 
available to CTF 16. 

Para 3 . Units within territorial limits United States other 
than those in ALASKA to complete training at Fort Ord and to 
be moved to ALASKA for approximately 30 days additional 
training. ALASKA unit to be trained by CTF 16 and ComGen ADC 
as directed by CinCPac and ComGen TOC. Canadian forces upon 
arrival in ALASKA to be trained also under CTF 16 and ComGen 
ADC. 

Para 4 . Command, CTF 16, ComGen WDC and ComGen ADC to co¬ 
ordinate directly in carrying out all phases of training. 
Joint Staff for training, planning and operation to be 
formed from those officers available to CTF 16 and ComGen 
Amphibian Training Force 9. This ends Part 1, Part 2 follows 

29 2113 CINCPAC to COM 12. 

Hicom for Admiral Nimitz only. CinCPac 290115 considered 

V ail that is necessary to cover training and planning phase. 
Believe plan developed by CTF 51 should be approved CinCPac 
C0WDC CTF 16 prior submission Joint Chiefs of Staff instead 
submitting DeWitts 272330 and 281710. CinCPac redeployment 
proposal and Halseys needs for APAs and AKAs in August and 
September affect composition of TF 16 and 51 for actual op¬ 
eration but means believed now available to CTF 51 for 
training. Note that DeWitt does not mention CTF 51 in 
either plan. Consider it essential that plans training 
and amphibious phase of assault be under CTF 51. 
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29 2248 CINGPAC COMGEN WDC to GOMINGH. WAR DEPT. Info. CTF 16. 

H n'/o BUCKNER. GQMGEN AMPHTRAFOR 9. GINCPAC ADMIN. CTF 51. 

I~l i C. a V\ 

Part 1 MyDls 292248. There are 3 parts. ^Desire to issue 
following Joint Directive and request immediate approval 
thereof by Joint Chiefs of Staff. Admiral King concurs. 
Directive follows: 




OBJECTIVE - Reduction and occupation KISKA and LITTLE KISKA. 

PURPOSE - To destroy last remaining hostile forces in 
ALEUTIANS, to deny KISKA and LITTLE KISKA to 
enemy, to create base for future operations 
against enemy in North Pacific. 

TASK A - To make plans and train force for reduction and 
occupation of KISKA and LITTLE KISKA. 


TASK B - To reduce and occupy KISKA and LITTLE KISKA at 
the earliest practicable date. 


TASK C - To improve present enemy airfield thereon or 

construct suitable airfield on KISKA or LITTLE 
KISKA. 

COMMAND - Supreme command CTF 16. For this operation CTF 51 
report immediately to CTF 16 and to thereafter 
function as a Task Group Commander under CTF 16. 
Army Commander ComGen Amphibian Training Force 9. 


FORCES - Navy Task Forces 16 and 51 latter to function as 
group under Task Force 16. These forces to be 
supplemented with such additional forces as may be 
assigned. In addition to air forces Task Force 
16, 2 squadrons of dive bombers to be furnished to 
provide support during these operations. Army 
assault and reserve troops as follows: Assault 
forces present Amphibian Training Force 9 augmented 
by one additional infantry regimental combat team 
with attached troops as designated by ComGen WDC. 
Reserve forces to be infantry regimental combat 
team now in ALASKA plus Canadian troops approx¬ 
imating 1 American infantry regimental combat team 
with attached troops. 


Permanent garrison for KISKA to be designated by ComGen WDC. 
Target date, August 15th 1943. CTF 16 to submit overall 
plan to CinCPac and C 0 nGen WDC at earliest practicable 
date. Command of occupied area will revert to Aimy when 
Senior Army Officer KISKA informs CTF 16 that Army is ready 
to assume command. Preliminary estimate of assault require¬ 
ments 5 APA’s, 5 AK's plus 12 LST's ulus 10 LCI’s plus 
36 LCT’s. 
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May 31st, (Continued) 


The South Pacific was generally quiet. At dusk the 31st 
(-11) three B-24’s bombed an enemy position on NE BOUGAINVILLE 
to encourage the natives and on request of a coast watcher. 


The following are indicated at PARAMUSHIRO: 4 CA, 3 CL, 

8-12 DD. This is believed only a defensive concentration. 

<&*** 

June 1st. (Oahu Date) 


Our troops on ATTU continued to mop up the remaining 
small groups of the enemy. Total known enemy dead is reported 
as 1791, which is almost double the number estimated by ICPOA. 


The Central and South Pacific Areas were quiet. 


The War Department has approved CinCPac 292248 (previously 
noted) except that decision regarding Tasks B and C will be 
rendered later. CG WDC is proceeding with the organization and 
equipment of troops involved. 

There were no new enemy developments. 

June 2nd. (Oahu Date) 




ATTU was quiet today. Our troops continue to find and 
eliminate small groups of the enemy. 

CinCPac 022248 pink orders the commencement of the train¬ 
ing chase for the capture of KISKA. 

The South and Central Pacific Areas were quiet. 

There were no new enemy developments. 

June 3rd (Oahu Date) 

On ATTU the job of disposing of small enemy groups continued. 
Norpac surface forces continue to cover ATTU, but there seems little 
probability that the enemy will send surface forces to that area 
in the near future. 


The Central and South Pacific Areas were quiet. Enemy subs 
continue to operate along lines of communications between NOUMEA 
and the FIJI-SAMOA-TONGA area. 


There were no new enemy developments. 
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June 4-th, (Oahu Date) 


The North Pacific was quiet except for radar guided 
air strikes on KISKA. Results were not determined. Nine Japs 
were killed on ATTU. 

There was a possible submarine reported off MIDWAY. 

At 1155 (-11) June 5th 18 SBD, 12 TBF, 53 VF attacked 
in the BUIN area. It was reported that 8 zeros and 6 float 
zeros were shot down. One DD was hit several times and reported 
sunk. A corvette and small AK were left burning. We lost 2 SBD. 
1 T3F, 1 VF. * 

OomNorPac 042200 pink gives a training clan for the 
KISKA operation. 


There were no new enemy developments. 
June 5th. (Oahu Date) 





On ATTU activity was confined to defense, airfield, and 
harbor development. The move to SHEMYA continues. On that island 
two air strips are planned. One strip is to be generally east 
and west near the South shore and about 10,000 feet long. The 
North and South cross strip will be on the Western side of the 
island and a length of 5,500 feet seems possible. Fighters will 
be able to operate from SHEMYA around June 21, and by July 15 th 
5,000 feet length is expected. Accumulated casualties reported 
today total 412 killed and 1141 wounded. 


At 1050 (-11) the 6th, 9 SBD, 12 TBF, escorted by 32 VF 
attacked MTTNDA. At 1545 (-11) the 6th, 18 VF strafed KAKASA 
Village, CHOISEUL, where a coast watcher reported that the Japs 
had considerable supplies. 


Batdiv 3 (KONGO and HARUNA) are believed en route TRUK. 


June 6th . (Oahu Date) 




MJW— 





Only a very small number of Japs now remain on ATTU and 
these are being rounded up and eliminated. Surface forces con¬ 
tinue to cover the operation. As many as eight enemy subs are 
now believed in the ALEUTIAN area, but no attacks have been made 
recently. This suggests that their mission is reconnaissance. 
AmphibTraining Force 061953 is a suggested procedure for planning 
the KISKA operation. 


At 1110 (-11) June 7th between 40 and 50 enemy planes 
were intercepted near the HUSSELLS. 19 zeros were reported 
destroyed against our loss of seven VF. 


(Continued on next page) 
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June 6th . (Oahu Date) (Cont’d) 

Plans section is engaged in a study of Joint Chiefs 
Staff Pacific Operations for 1943-44. 

There are no new enemy developments. 

June 7th. (Oahu Date) 

Admiral Nimitz returned to PEARL from a conference in 
San Francisco with Admiral King. One of the main problems con¬ 
sidered at that conference was a move into the MARSHALLS in the 
late fall of this year. Major General Smith (Comamphibcorpac) 
accompanied Admiral Nimitz to PEARL. 

The hunt for isolated Japs on ATTU continues. Today 18 
were located and eliminated. Our surface forces continue to 
cover ATTU and approaches thereto. The question now arises as 
to the forces necessary to support logistic moves in the western 
Aleutians between now and the KISKA operation, the employment of 
excess Norpac forces during that time, and the naval forces needed 
for the KISKA operation. (See CincPac). 

Comnorpac 070226 pink gives a change in the training pro¬ 
gram for Amphibian Force NINE. 

There were no new enemy developments. ^ 

(D 

June 8th. 

Mopping up operations continue on ATTU. The fighter strip 
at ALEXAI Point is now ready and one transport plane landed there 
today. ComNorPac has ordered a night DD anti submarine natrol off 
both the north and south entrances to KISKA. 

General DeWitt’s 082230 explains clans for equipment of 
Canadian troocs which will carticipate in the KISKA operation. 

In his three cart 080223, oink, Admiral Kinkaid sets forth 
plans for the training and planning chase of KISKA operation. CTF 51 
two cart 081910, pink, requests more information on CTF 16 clans and 
makes recommendations for loading assault troops and for the training 
of these troocs. ComGen ADC and ComNorPac 060040, pink, gives 
Alaskan training sites for the KI°KA oceration. 

CinCPac has asked CG WDC whether or not he will be able to 
get a firm commitment for two army dive bomber squadrons for the 
KISKA oceration. CTF 16 is anxious to have those squadrons arrive 
at ADAK by July 15th for indoctrination. 



1567 

















A 

85 0 Rff p - 

June 8th Cont’d. (Oahu Date) 





Comtrainact Atlantic 072039 gives date of arrival at SAN DIEGO 
of certain UST’s. 

It is not now planned to send the NARWHAL to SoPac for forth¬ 
coming operations as her completion date of overhaul has been delayed 
until June 25th. 

A study has been started to determine the feasibility of con¬ 
structing strips and operating VB from HOWLAND and BAKER Islands. 

The small land area seems to indicate the necessity of assisted take¬ 
offs. 

ComSoPac has ordered the 3rd Marine Division from AUCKLAND to 
GUADALCANAL commencing early July. The reason for the move was not 

given. f s ' ) (v^v\ 

Seven B-17’s covered by 16 VF bombed MUNDA at 1503 L (-11) 

June 9th. 

All major SoPac task forces continue in nort. CarDiv 2 
(ESSEX, ENTERPRISE) is at PEARL with Rear Admiral Sherman embarked 
in the ESSEX. The WASHINGTON continues at PEARL undergoing reoairs, 
with Rear Admiral Lee embarked. 


The bulk of the Japanese Fleet continues to hold extensive 
training exercises in Empire Waters. While this is believed to be 
designed to perfect defensive tactics, the fact that the Jap Fleet 
is capable of making a raid in force on our Pacific Island Bases 
and on our lines of communications cannot be overlooked. 


June 9th. 


(Oahu Date) 


0 


The detection of isolated Jap parties on ATTU continued 
resulting in 19 more killed including 1 officer and 5 made prisoners. 


Two B-24’s night prowled over KAHILI, found no ships, and 
dropped 4 - 1000 each on KAHILI and BALLALE. Ten B-24’s covered 
by 11 P-40’s and 4 P-38’s bombed VILA revetment and bivouac areas 
from 22000 feet. No results observed. 


Japs attempted attack on convoy going into GUADALCANAL 
commencing1100 (-11) in waves. They were intercepted by air from 
GUADALCANAL - 4 enemy medium bombers shot down and two others turned 
back. No report as yet from convoy. 

Cominch 091729 pink states his views as to some aspects of 
command organization. This was passed to Comsopac for comment. 


(Continued on next page) 
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June 9th. (Oahu Date) 


(Continued) 


ComPhibPac 100231 (pink in four parts) states his 
views to ComNorPac re: training and planning phase AMATEUR 
operation. 

Cominch 082128 pink refers to secret grid charts not 
yet received. 


June 10th . (Oahu Date) 


tx ^ 


66 more Japs killed on ATTU and 1 captured. Other small 
groups reported on same island. PC 487 depth charged, attacked 
with gunfire, and rammed Jap sub 40 miles Northeast of SHEMYA. 

In SoPac, convoy mentioned yesterday arrived undamaged 
GUADALCANAL in spite of waves of uncoordinated air attacks by 
enemy medium bombers. .Strike was made on VILA. 

TRIGGER put 4 torpedoes into enemy CV off YOKOHAMA. 

CGWDC 102245 pink comments on ComPhibPac 100231. 

CGWDC 100045 pink states no Army dive bomber squadron 
available for AMATEUR. Navy will try to provide. 

ComNorPac 100331 pink gives his views on naval vessels 
required in GOOSEWING. 

CominCh 091256 nink gives his views on headquarters ship 
for CTF 51 in next operation and asks recommendations. 




Admiral Nimitz left today for SoPac for conference with oj 
Admiral Halsey. _ ^ 

June 11th. (Oahu Date) 

ComNorPac dropped 29.4 tons bombs North Head, South Head, 
main camp, runway, Gertrude Cove area, and barges in KISKA harbor. 
Many hits on all targets. Bombing done from low altitude. 3 
medium bombers damaged, and 2 Lightnings and 1 Ventura lost. 

40 to 50 Jap planes were intercepted Northwest and East 
of RUSSELS and 25 sure and 8 probable zeros knocked down. Our 
losses 1 Corsair, 4 Wildcats, 1 Kittyhawk. Only two of our 
pilots missing. No enemy bombers were seen. 


date. 


ComSoPac 120517 is summary of the 11th (-11), (10th) Oahu 


(Continued on next page) 
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June 11th. (Oahu Date) (Continued) 

In SoWesPac 15 3-24’s heavily raided KOEPANG on TIMOR. 

CinCPac 120021 pink is reply to ComNorPac 100331 on 
naval vessels required in GOOSEWING. 

CinCPac 112105 pink to CominCh suggests possibility 
of converting CHILTON (APA 38) as headauarter’s ship for CTP 51. 
(See CominCh 091256 pink). 

DeWitt’s 112015 pink discusses Canadian forces in 
AMATEUR operation. 

ComNorPac 111700 pink replies to ComPhibPac 100231 
pink generally concurring. 

CominCh 101330 pink to CTF 51 explains special secrecy 
surrounding beach jumper unit. 


pink. 


Com 3rd Fit 110412 pink is comment on CominCh 091729 

There were no new enemy developments. —' 

June 12th. (Oahu Date) @ 

Weather bad in ALEUTIANS. 


In SoPac 7 Liberators and 3 Fortresses bombed KAHILI 
night 12-13th (-11) - no results observed. ’Weather generally 
bad. 


Nothing of great importance in SoWesPac. 

ComAirPac 130334-^recommends against assignment of 
Navy or Marine dive bomber squadrons to AMATEUIi operation. 

CTF 51 122151 pink recommends PENNSYLVANIA as his 
command ship for AMATEUR operation. 

ComAirSoPac 130341 (OpOrd 11-43) is plan to support 
Hale’s photographic mission. 


There were no new enemy developments. 
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June 13th. (Oahu Date) 

Fog hampere^d air operations in Aleutians. /sHEMYA 
fighter strip is 48/a complete. Casualty list to date at ATTU: 
514 killed, 1140 wounded, total 1654. FRAZIER (DD)jvery good 
evidence of destroying an enemy sub, 3000 yards east of KISKA. 
Believed another sub present. 


Com 3rd Fleet 140452 contain summary SoPac. Condition 
Red at GUADALCANAL at 2055 (-11) the 14th. One enemy bomber 
dropped 3 bombs at KOKUMBONA, no damage or casualties. 


Nothing of note in SoWesPac. 

Com 3rd Fleet 132125 pink is Op-Plan designed to back 
up infiltration move into NEW GEORGIA by shore bombardment by 
surface vessels*/ 

/ e) 

( b. < 

June 14th. (Oahu Date) 

Fog again prevented air attacks and searches in 
ALEUTIANS. Progress continued on SHEMYA fighter strip, now 
56 ?o complete. 

Com 3rd Fleet 150600 is his operation summary - strikes 
on SHORTLAND area by night and by day on VILA. 


Minor air operations in SoWesPac. 

Coninch 122212 pink states not possible to convert. 
CHILTON in time for use as ComPhibPac command ship. CinCPac 
150121 pink to ComNorPac gives his views on use of PENNSYLVANIA 
as command ship and Diaces matter in his hands. 

CinCPac 140623 pink to CominCh is recommendation for 
assignment 1 APA and 1 AKA from other areas for employment KISKA 
operation. 

CinCPac 150051 pink is renly to CominCh 091729 on 
command and Dlanning matters. 


J.C.S. approve in CominCh 142219 pink the joint direc¬ 
tives of CinCPac and CG WDC 292248 (May) for KISKA operation 
with proviso that CinCPac and CG Y/DC determine actual date of 
execution. 


CominCh 141557 pink desires comment on amphibious 
training requirements Hawaii area. 
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June 15th. 




(Oahu Date) 


ft 


Fog present ALEUTIANS. In afternoon (15th) local date 
dropped 8.5 tons bombs on KISKA vicinity main camp. SHEMYA 
strip now 6l+% complete. 

At GUADALCANAL at 1407 (-11) June 16 60 enemy fighters 
and 60 bombers swarmed over head. ComAirSols claims enemy losses 
thus: 32 dive bombers, 45 zeros destroyed, 12 damaged. 6 of 

our planes shot down with only 5 pilots missing. No report 
made of damage sustained by ships and ground installations. 

18 THF, 12 A-24, and 24 F 4 F bombed heavily BAER0K0, Jap 
supply center Western NEW GEORGIA. 

Comsopac 160545 is his operation summary. 

In SoWesPac various bombing missions accomplished. 

ComNorPac agrees in his 151014 pink to use of PENNSYL¬ 
VANIA as headnuarters ship for CoraPhibPac. ComNorPac 160033, 

CTF 51 - 142341 and 152241, all pink, have to do with allocation 
of ships to KISKA operation. 

CominCh O 92155 pink sets forth J.C.S. directive making 
it unnecessary to submit subsidiary plans for psychological 
warfare to J.C.S. once basic plan in theatre approved. 

CinCPac 160226 pink orders his staff to plan strike on 
NAURU by 7th Bomber Command on night 28-29 June (east longitude 
date). Presumably this is to divert Japs from Halsey’s in¬ 
filtration in NEW GEORGIA commencing 30 June. 

J.C.S. (A WAR 151655 Z) pink requests MacArthur to sub¬ 
mit his time schedule of operations and suggests one for him. 
Schedule is necessary in order to plan Central Pacific opera¬ 
tion. States planners contemnlate attacking MARSHALLS on 15 
November. It is here noted that we have no official description 
of MacArthur’s Operation I, A, II, B, C, III; only that contained 
in a personal letter from Halsey. * ^ 
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June 16th. (Oahu Date) 

Fog again hampered operations in ALEUTIANS. Weather 
plane reported no shipping at KISKA except 1 barge. McVEIGH 
(Army AK; grounded in fog on $IZKI Island, near SHEMYA. Sal¬ 
vage and unloading is proceeding. Strip on SHEMYA now 73 % 
complete. 

Com 3rd Fit's 170529 is his operations summary. It 
will be noted a Navy AK CELENO and 1 LST were damaged. A coast 
watcher reports that Japs state they have evacuated KIETA be¬ 
cause of our heavy bombing of that place. This seems doubtful. 

CominCh 152220 pink is J.C.S. directive to CinCPac 
requiring outline plan for MARSHALLS operation to be mounted 
15 November. 

CominCh 161309 pink is his reply to CinCPac 140623 
asking for one additional APA and AKA for KISKA operation. 

CinCPac (Admin) 162305 pink to CinCPac reports pro¬ 
jected 7th Bomber Command strike on NAURU 28-29 June with 22 
bombers. 


CinCPac 162247 pink explains further to CominCh his 
strike of 18-19 June. 

CinCPac 162145 pink allocates DD’s to ComNorPac for 
KISKA operation. 

June 17th. (Oahu Date) 

No air attacks on KISKA because of fog. SHEMYA strip 
now 78 /b complete. 

Com 3rd Fit's 180510 is his operations summary. Con¬ 
dition RED at GUADALCANAL from 2040-2224 (-11) 17th. Unknown 
number of planes dropped 2 flares and 3 bombs in water. No 
damage, no casualties. CELEN0 was hit by bomb and now beached 
at LUNGA PT. Probably can be salved. LST 340 beached TENARU, 
probably a total loss. 

iv/V~ ^ 
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June 18th. (Oahu Date) 

Admiral Nimitz returned to PEARL from a conference 
with Admiral Halsey in NOUMEA and an inspection of CANTON, 
WALLIS, SUVA, NOUMEA, ESPIRITU SANTO, GUADALCANAL, and PALMYRA. 

Planes of the 7th bomber command completed a photo 
reconnaissance of MILLE and JALUIT and a harassing strike on 
TARAWA. An air strike was made during the night 17-18 June 
(-11) on NAURU. Complete results have not been reported. At 
2110 (-11) 18th 9 B-2A’s bombed UAHILI. 

The Central and North Pacific areas were quiet. 

There were no new enemy develonments. , r\ky r 
June 19th. (Oahu Date) 

At 0805 (-11) 20th 18 TBF, 18 SBD, covered by 26 VF 
attacked VILA. All planes returned. 

Because of a report that a small number of Japs 
landed at SEGI, Rear Admiral Turner will land two companies 
of Marine raiders there tomorrow morning to eliminate the 
enemy in that area and hold it for the move scheduled for June 
30th. 


It is now planned to release the VICTORIOUS to the 
British on August 1st. 

CinCPac 200145 pink requests landing craft for 
amphibious training in the Hawaiian area. 

The North and Central Pacific areas were quiet. The 
landing strip on SHEMYA is now 88$ complete, - this is very 
fine construction progress. 

The enemy continues to strengthen the MARSHALLS. It 
is indicated that our current RI deception plan is having the 
effect of causing the enemy to believe we are a bout to strike 
in the Eastern MANDATES. 
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June 20th. (Oahu Date) 

Bad weather prevented effective searches and other 
air operations in the ALEUTIANS. The VF strip at GHEMYA is 
93^ complete. 

During the night June 20 - 21 (-11) 4 3-24’ s dropned 
bombs in the 3UIN area. The same night there was condition 
RED twice at GUADALCANAL but no enemy nlanes were sighted. At 
1600 (-11) 21st 18 SBD, 12 TBF escorted by 32 VF attacked 
MIND A. Tomorrow morning Rear Admiral Turner plans to land two 
additional companies of Marine raiders at 3EGI (NEW GEORGIA). 

The landing today caused some flurry in Jap communications. 

DARWIN experienced a raid by 20 enemy VF and 25 V3. 

49 Spitfires intercepted and shot down 9 sure and 3 probable 
with own loss of two - a better score for them than previously 
reported. 

ComSoPac 210951 pink gives troop employment for 
future operations in the SOLOMONS area. 

CominCh letter serial 3559 of June 17, 1943, gives 
instructions for revision of base developments in the Pacific 
Ocean Areas. While this letter does not say so, it is now 
believed (stated orally by Admiral King at last San Francisco 
conference) that CinCPac has authority to move troops as desired 
within areas, informing CominCh of the moves made. In this con¬ 
nection CinCPac 042259 (June) is pertinent. 


There were no new enemy developments. 
June 21st. (Oahu Date) 




The Central and South Pacific areas were quiet. Pre¬ 
parations for the forthcoming SOLOMONS offensive apparently 
are proceeding satisfactorily. Bad weather continues to 
hamper air operations in the North Pacific. 

The Army will supnly two dive bomber squadrons for the 
KISKA operation. ComNorWesSeaFron has been ordered to furnish 
all necessary sunDort for that operation. 

ComAirPac has been ordered to submit a plan for a 
photo reconnaissance of KWAJALEIN, WOTJE, and MALOELAP. 

At least two BBs, 3 XCVs, and 12 DDs have arrived at 
TRUK. It seems probable that this force will be employed de¬ 
fensively, and does not indicate a shift of the center of 
gravity of the Jap Fleet from the Empire to the Mandates. 

& 
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June 22nd. (Oahu Date) 

Because of fog most searches in the ALEUTIANS were 
radar to 200 miles. This kind of search does not give the 
coverage of visual search. CTF 16 suspects midget subs off 
KISKA. 

At 0455 (-11) 23rd an enemy sub torpedoed two escorted 
AKs about 50 miles South of SAN CRISTOBAL. One sank at 0953 
(-11) and the other was sunk by own gunfire later in the day. 

At 0845 (-11) 23rd 18 SBD, 12 TBF, 24 F4F attacked REKATA. At 
0920 (-11) 14 VB and 24 VF attacked BURI village, GANOIIGA. 

CinCPac 212021 pink is a proposed despatch to CGWDC 
to execute the KISKA directive (CinCPac 292248 May). CGWDC 
221905 pink concurs. CinCPac £3 Z 3 is the Joint order to 
execute the KISKA operation. 


There were no new enemy developments. 
June 23 rd. (Oahu Date) 


OVv^g 


Insofar as contacts with the enemy are concerned, all 
Pacific Ocean Areas were quiet. The movement of landing craft 
to GUADALCANAL for the next offensive is underway. 

CinCPac staff explorations of the move into the MARSHALLS 
have commenced. Preliminary raids in the Central Pacific also 
are under discussion. 

CominCh 231437 pink approves in general CinCPac recom¬ 
mended Fleet redeployment. 

CominCh 222145 pink proposes movement of Marine air¬ 
drome battalions to PEARL. CinCPac approves thi3. 

ComNorPac proposes a sweep against Jap fishing vessels 
off KAMCHATKA starting the 25 th employing 3 CA, 1 CL, 5 DDs. 

As ultra information indicates there will be no fishing in that 
area this summer, CinCPac will order cancellation of the opera¬ 
tion unless CTF 16 has further information on Jap fishing craft 
which is not available to CinCPac. 

There were no new enemy developments. 
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(Oahu Date) 

Com 3rd Fleet 250540 is an operation summary for the 
day in his area. Condition RED obtained at GUADALCANAL and 
the HU3SELL3 from 0413 to 0455 (-11) June 25. Minor damage 
was caused by 16 bombs which landed on the RU.33ELLS. The 
THORNTON was attacked by 4 - 5 Jap planes near the SANTA CRUZ 
Islands. No hits were made. 

Good progress is being made on the VB(M) strip at 
SHEMTA. Strikes were made on KI3KA during the afternoon by 
Army planes from AMCIIITKA. 

CinCPac 250115 pink recommends assignment of ad¬ 
ditional AKs to SoPac. 



June 24th. 


ComNorPac 242337 pink states that the sweep against 
Jap fishing in the KAMCHATKA area is being held in abeyance. 

Richardson (24 Pune) (pink) gives plan of strike on 
NAURU scheduled for night of 28-29 (-12) Pune. 


There were no new enemy developments. 

June 25th. (Oahu Date) 



It now appears probable that the full radar control 
shooting done by the MONAGHAN off VEGA POINT, KISKA on the 22nd 
resulted in the destruction of a small Jap sub as photos show one 
beached in that vicinity. Jap subs continue active in the 
ALEUTIANS. 


Condition Red was set at GUADALCANAL between 0438 and 
0520 (-11) the 26th. No damage was reoorted. Commencing at 
0402 (-11) 26th, 18 B-24s attack BALLALE. At 0834 (-11) 26th 
15 SBD, 13 TBP, 24 VF attack MUNDA. At about the same time 
12 SBD, 12 TBP, 23 VF attacked VILA. Thus, air strikes are 
being stepped up preparatory to the coming offensive. 1 CL and 
2 DD were sighted near NAURU today. A small convoy escorted by 
1 CA and 1 CL headed SE was sighted during the day about 40 
miles east of BOUGAINVILLE. Two CA and one CVE arrived at 
RABAUL. The Japs are making active preparations to meet our 
next move and seem to have some advance information—possibly 
by sightings only. 

While exercising off PEARL the No. 3 gun of the HUT¬ 
CHINS was fired accidentally into No. 2 stack. Several men 
were killed and wounded. 

CominCh 251303 deals with the employment of wing 
commanders in sea frontiers. 
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June 25th . (Oahu Date) (Continued) 




Cominch 241301 pink deals with amphibious training 
for Central Pacific Operations. 

CoraSoPac 250515 and 250518 deal with suggested with¬ 
drawal of one VB(H) and one VB(M) group for other operations. 

.Tune 26th. (Oahu Date) (yUA^ (S) 

At 0430 (-11) 27th seven B-24s attacked KAHILI; at 
0500 (-11) 27th one B-24 attacked MUNDA; at 0348 (-11) 27th 
six B-24s attacked BALLALE. At 0815 (-11) 27th 13 SBD, 9 TBF, 
and at the same time 12 3RD, ll TBF attacked VILA, both strikes 
covered by one group of 23 VF. Extensive combat searches were 
made in the Central SOLOMONS and in the NEW GEORGIA group. 

The FINBACK on patrol in the MANDATES reports sinking 
23176 tons enemy shipping. Our submarines continue to be very 
active and the patrols are productive to a most gratifying 
degree. Three subs departed MIDWAY on the 24th and 25th June 
to conduct a patrol in the JAPAN Sea. 


On the 25th two strikes were made on KISKA from 
AMCHITKA during the afternoon. Both ATTU and SHEMYA are now 
under Army command and no longer task groups of TF 16. 


CinCPac 260315 pink is a proposed bombardment of WAKE 
and a raid on the enemy patrol line East of HONSHU. 


June 27th . (Oahu Date) 


fV^ 


I AA/'''—’ 

A PBY sighted and attacked 3 enemy DDs in BLACKETT 
Strait at 0030 (-11) 28th. Extensive searches and offensive 
air operations in the Central SOLOMONS and NEW GEORGIA con¬ 
tinued in preparation for the forthcoming offensive. 


On the 26th seven strikes were made on KISKA from 
A 1 OHITkA during which 30.8 tons of bombs were dropned. On the 
27th 34.5 tons of bombs were dropped on the same target. 

FUNAFUTI 281628 pink cancelled part of the planned 
strike on NAURU because of operational losses. 


OominCh 271613 pink gives views on tentative August 
operations in the Central Pacific. 
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June 28th. (Oahu Date) 


Air operations in the SOLOMONS were seriously hampered 
by bad weather. Surface forces are taking position for D-Day 
tomorrow. The CV task force has taken a covering position in 
the Coral Sea. Rear Admiral Merrill’s force is expected to 
lay mines and bombard in the BUIN area early tomorrow morning. 
Rear Admiral Ainsworth’s cruiser force is operating to the N.E. 
of ESPIRITU SANTO preparatory to a bombardment in the VILA area 
on July 3rd (-11). Marine raiders are proceeding toward VIRU 
from the vicinity of SEOI Point. At 1600 (-11) 29th 18 3BD, 

12 TBF, 32 VF attacked REKATA; and at 1630 (-11) same after¬ 
noon 18 S3D, 12 TBF, 30 VF attacked MUNDA. 

Fog prevented air operations from AKCHITKA today. One 
strike on KISKA was made during the day from ADAK. Cumulative 
ATTU casualty report is: killed 552; wounded 1140. 

OinCPac 282315 pink sends apnroval to General DeWitt 
of CTF 16 outline plan for the KISKA operation so that a joint 
approval can be sent to Vice Admiral Kinkaid. 

There were no new enemy developments. ^ 

b*K © 

June 29th. (Oahu Date) 


The offensive Into the NEW GEORGIA group commenced as 
planned. Fragmentary reports indicate that landings were made 
at WICKHAM, SEGI, and VIRU; and that Rear Admiral Merrill’s 
bombardment/minelaylng operation in the BUIN area was completed 
successfully. At REKDOVA the landing commenced at 0656 (-11) 

30th and by 1450 (-11) the APAs were unloaded. A Jap torpedo 
plane attack resulted in a hit in the engineroom of the McCAWLEY 
at 1550 (-11). At 2024 (-11) the McCAWLEY was hit and sunk by 
two submarine torpedoes. Other vessels in the vicinity also 
were attacked by subs but no hits were reported. The GWIN 
received one hit from a 4.7 while bombarding MUNDA which re¬ 
sulted in disabling the port engine. At 1120 (-11) VILA was 
attacked by 16 TBF, 12 SBD. Bad weather hampered searches. 

The enemy launched three air attacks on our surface forces off 
RENDOVA during the day in which they lost at least 65 planes 
against our loss of 17. In their last attack they employed 
float zeros and float observation planes, indicating a lack of 
more suitable types. 

CinCPac 292053 requests air enlisted ground personnel 
for coming operations in the Central Pacific. CinCPac 292145 
pink directs Admiral Halsey to investigate airfield possibilities 
in the ELLICE Group. 

The North Pacific was comparatively quiet, with some 
enemy submarine activity in the ALEUTIANS reported. 
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June 30th . (Oahu Date) 

Information regarding the progress in the SOLOMONS 
offensive is still sketchy but that which has been received 
indicates that the operation is nroceeding according to plan. 

At 0833 (-11) July 1st 17 B-24s attacked VIRU. At 1330 (-11) 

18 TBF and 11 SBD attacked VILA, and at 1410 ten SBD attacked 
AA positions at LAMBETI plantation. 25 VB(M) , 18 SBD, and 
18 TBF attacked MUNDA at 1615 (-11). Cora 3rd Fleet 010630 is 
a summary for yesterday. Further information states that the 
enemy lost 101 planes in three strikes made on our force off 
RENDOVA yesterday. 

The Seventh Air Force will attempt further photo recon¬ 
naissance at JALUIT as soon as possible after 14 July. 

CinCPac 010035 requests a minimum of 3 advanced air 
base assemblies for the Central Pacific. 

CominCh 261309 gives a plan for a visit of a British 
Joint Service visit to the Pacific. 

The North and Central Pacific areas were quiet. 


(Copy - original with July group) 
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June (GOT) 

04 2259 OINCPAC to COMPQPAC Info COKINCH. C0MG3UT0PAC. 

v our 010723 affirmative. This is in conformity with 
CinCPac policy of reducing defense forces at bases in 
rear areas to minimum required by present situation 
in order to make available additional units for of¬ 
fensive employment. This can be accomnlished by 
reduction of base defense area to close defense of base 
installations and maintenance of beach head for rein¬ 
forcement of garrison in event hostile landings are 
effected in undefended areas. 
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June (GGT) 

06 1953 AMPHIBIOUS TRAINING FORCE to COMGEN WESTERN DEFENSE COMMAND. 

COMNORPAC. CTF 51. - 

Suggest following procedure in planning AMATEUR operation. 
Plan 1 . Assembly of* all troops Amphibian Training Force 9 
in combat area utilizing transportation made available. 

Plan 2 . Assign each battalion combat team to types of trans¬ 
portation when lists of ships and small landing craft are 
known so that each battalion will be prepared to land at a 
separate destination, combat loaded. 

Plan 3 . Tactical plan to be made in ALASKA. 

Relieve that Plan 1 and 2 can best be made in the United 
States with information received concerning units to be 
provided in ALASKA and their concentration points. Plan 3 
will be greatly simolified and should by all means be made 
at ADAK with all interested agencies participating. SGD 
Corlett CG ATF 9. Admiral Rockwell, General Sinith of the 
Marine Corps, and General Corlett have been in conference 
on this and are making every effort to determine the best 
method of utilizing each type of landing craft in the com¬ 
ing operation. In this planning the battalion combat team 
will be the basis combat unit. The regimental overhead will 
be used as a group or area headquarters which may or may not 
include the battalions of its regiment. Conception of bat¬ 
talion combat team (battalion landing group) is a self sus¬ 
tained unit including infantry field artillery shore party 
engineers coast artillery anti aircraft and supnly and 
evacuation services, combat loaded with 30 days maintenance 
and rations and 10 units fire for ground weapons. Snow jeep 
(light tank cargo tractor) is believed by those experienced 
in ALASKA suitable for tundra transportation and hauling. In 
connection with this we are developing cargo pallets that 
can be used as toboggans. This may effect the combat load¬ 
ing of both small craft and APA. Suggest if practicaole a 
member of Comnorpacfors staff come to ORD to observe prepara¬ 
tion for a few days and return ADAK. 

08 0057 CINGPAG to COMNORPAC. 

Request your estimate at earliest practicable time of 
naval forces required for support operations ATTU SHEMYA 
and blockade KISKA. How would you employ forces now under 
your command but not so required pending further operations. 
Desire return NEVADA with MULLANEY to San Francisco after 
arrival TENNESSEE for transfer to Lantflt. 


1582 



























June TgCT) 

08 2230 DEWITT to ADV CP. Info CTF 51. 


Difficulties Canadian participation AMATEUR well understood 
this Kq. CS 0604. Canadian Units being equipped with 
American equipment except for arms and ammunition. Canadian 
arms and ammunition will be used by units making up Canadian 
Combat Teams and maintenance of arms and ammunition will be 
by Canadian government through our supply system technical 
Canadian personnel being provided for this purpose. Signal 
equipment and procedures will be same as in American forces. 
Training in these procedures now being carried on. 

07 2039 COMTRAINACT & REAR ECHELON PHIBLANT to COMAMPHORPAC Info 
COMNORPAC, CINCLANT, CINCPAC. COMINClH 

Your 042227 to Cinclant. Earliest possible arrival LST's 
at San Diego estimated July 3d. All crews have had basic 
training but shakedown of LST have been reduced to a min¬ 
imum and these ships should be given at least 5 more beach- 
ings each. 

12 0517 C0M3RP FLT. to COM 7th FLT. COM 1st FLT. CINCS0W3SPAC. 

Destroyer escorted transport group arriving GUADAL morning 
11th reports Jap Bettys shadowed then unsuccessfully at¬ 
tacked ships night of 10th. This was force Nips were after 
all day 10th when BLUE fighters destroyed 4 Bettys off 
North MALAITA. Another 3LUE surface group unsuccessfully 
attacked by lone Betty noon 11th 60 miles South Southeast 
of SAN CRISTOBAL. Coastv/atcher reports 100 Japs landed 
HUIIURANGI village North Coast SANTA ISABEL night of 7th. 

7 Forts 8 Avengers visited BUIN area after nightfall 10th. 
Avengers failed contact shipping, Forts bombed KAHILI drome 
starting small fire. 1 Fort missing cause unknown, 1 
Avenger forced down returning by engine trouble. BUIN ship¬ 
ping morning 11th 1 unident South of TREASURY Island 2 
small vessels off SH0RTLAND 3 small ships off PUPUKUNA POINT. 
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13 0341 C0MAIRS0PAC to GOMAIRSOLS. COMFAIRWING 1. Info GOMSOPAC . 

CINCPAC, CO-HD. CG 13th AIR FORGE. GG SAMOA. CG 7TH AIR FORCE. 




OomAirSoPac OpOrd 11-43. Reconnaissance and fighter air¬ 
craft operate from Jap occupied NAURU Island airdrome. 
ComSoPac orders night harassment NAURU to increase Jap dis¬ 
quietude incident photographs JALUIT and MILLI and bombing 
of TARAWA by 7th Air Force. This force will attack with 
bombs in order destroy power plant, aircraft and airdrome 
installations. Task Unit 33.1.2 Admiral Mitscher despatch 
maximum practical B-24 strike to hit NAURU about 171430 GOT. 
Task Unit 33.1.1 Captain Kendall stage 6 Cats through 
VANIKORO strike NAURU about 171300 GOT. Para. Load cats 
500 nound daisy cutters and incendiary clusters, heavy 
bombers instantaneous demolition and incendiary clusters 
belly turrets strafe with incendiary ammunition. Cat flight 
advise comnletion of mission and pertinent info helpful 
following waves. Search and recco frequency. GUADAL flights 
use call flight 99 SANTO flight 96. 1 B-24 carry radar de¬ 

tection equipment. 




14 0452 CPU 3RD FLT to CINCSOWESPAG, COM 1ST FLT Info NZNB, COM 7T H 

FLT, ALL TFC *S, SOPACT ~ - 

7 B-24's, 3 B-17's raided KAHILI night of 12th-13th with 
unobserved results. 130 times 100 pounds less 67 fragmenta¬ 
tion clusters was the total bomb load. 6 Avengers started 
out on ship strike to EUIN but weather forced them back. 

Para. Fighters from SUWANEE report damaging Jap Betty snoop¬ 
ing around one of our small task units. Time about midday 
13th. Para. SOLOMONS planes noon 13th from limited photo 
coverage were 7 VF's, 2 dive bombers KAHILI, 5 VB's BALLALE, 
21 floatplanes FAISI. No ship sightings reported. 

15 0600 COM 3RD FLT to CINC30WESPAC. CINC 1ST FLT. COMSOWESPAC Info 

NZNB. COM 7TH FLEET. NOB AUCKLAND. ALL TF COM3 3RD FLEET. 


Fortresses Liberators raided KAHILI Area evening 13th re¬ 
peating performance last night 14th. First strike was by 
13 planes dropping 100's light bombs. 6 Avengers simul¬ 
taneously looked for shipping but found none. Bomber 
pilots saw fires BALLALE Island which claimed they didn't 
start. Last night's job by 11 planes who dumped ton 1/2- 
ton l/4-ton eggs KAHILI plus 9 l/4-ton size on SHORTLAND. 
At 0830 L (-11) 14th Mitchell medium bombers made debut in 
force this area when 18 of them bombed VILA Airfield con¬ 
vey centrating on runway and gun posits east of strip. 18 

Corsairs covered. GUADALCANAL had hour and quarter alert 
night of 13th for at least 1 enemy bomber which dropped 
3 bombs harmlessly near KOKUMBONA. Early today 15th 3 
\ J more niopers came over drooped 5 bombs near KOLI Point. 

W No damage reported. 
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16 0545 C0MS0PAC to CINCPAC. CINCSOWESPAC. Info NZN3. COM 7TH 
FTfr ALL TFC * 3 3RD FLT. N O 3 AUCKLAN D? -- L ~ 


16 Dauntless 12 Avengers screened by 24 Wildcats hit 
BAEROKO Western NEW GEORGIA supply center at 0745 L (-11) 
15th. Each Avenger carried single 1 ton bomb while 
Dauntless had half ton load. 2 fires started 1 combined 
with explosions. Para. Coastwatcher dope has it that 
Nip base at SANOIGAI CHOISEIJL 5 miles Northwest of BAM- 
BATANA mission is now complete. Japs in strength further 
reported MALSVOLII and KAKASA Southeast BAMBATANA. Guns 
at VANG VARSc A Southwest K0L0MBANGARA have been dismantled 
moved to VILA plantation. Para. Weather hampered photo 
recce 15th. BUKA only drome covered showed only 3 VE 
for unstated coverage. 1 medium 1 small vessels were in 
MATCHIN Bay. Para. GUADAL had raid night of 15th bombs 
fell in water. 


17 0529 COM 3RD FLEET, to COM 1ST FLEET. CINCSOWESPAC. Info Com 7th. 

Etc. 


Todays cig news is yesterday June 16th fiasco for the 
Japs when 104 Blue fighters destroyed 32 nip dive bombers 
45 zero’s over GUADALCANAL beginning at 1407 L (-11). 

This brings total Jap planes destroyed by SoPac forces 
that month to 146 and grand total since July 31st 1942 
to 1414. Our losses in yesterday’s fracus v/ere 6 
fighters. Jap bombs damaged Navy AK CELENO 1 LST. 

ORANGE aircraft participating estimated 60 each bombers 
fighters but may have been more. Para. At 0830 L 16th 
18 Avengers 12 Dauntless escorted by 24 Corsairs flattened 
Sangigai Choiseul where coastwatcher had reported Jap 
base set up. Ton and half ton bombs used. Para. Night 
15th 2 Mitchells, 1 Black Cat searched fruitlessly for 
BLACKETT STRAIT shipping. Dusk 16th watcher saw 3 ves¬ 
sels North of VELLA on Northwest course. Para. Addit¬ 
ional coastwatch dope. Natives report Japs say bombing 
forced KIETA evacuation. Scouts found no Japs on GIZ0 
or MAKUTI Islands (BLACKETT STRAIT). 200 Japs now at 
HUHURANGI 42 miles Southeast REKATA Bay. SAY they are 
from REKATA and intend early occupation ESTRELLA Bay area. 
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13 0510 COM 3RD FLT. to CPU! SUP. COM 1ST FLT. etc. 

19 SBD's each carrying one half ton Daisy Gutters raided 
REKATA BAY 1640 (-11) 17th. Hits were scored on SUAVANAU . 
POINT and nearby AA posits. 16 Wildcats covered. Further 
info on big doings over GUADAL 16th indicates total BLUE 
casualties afloat and ashore 25 killed 29 injured 22 
missing. Both damaged vessels will be returned to 
service. Coast Watcher reports 1 fighter following re¬ 
tiring enemy VF formation down in 1000 SHIPS BAY off 
Southern SANTA ISABEL. GUADAL had alert night of 17th 
for unknown number planes. 2 flares seen and 3 bombs 
fell in water off TULAGI with no reported damage or 
casualties. At 0545 (-11) today 18th LCI reported 
sighting sub 1 mile off TULAGI net. Patrol plane at¬ 
tacked surface sub VILA EFATE forenoon 17th. At 1115 
(-11) 16th auxiliary carrier task group operating South¬ 
east of SAN CRISTOBAL added 1 snooping BETTY todays 
plane bag. Night of 16th 8 Liberators hit BALLALE with 
fragmentation clusters. One plane failed return but 
dumbo mission next day picked up 8 of 10 crew members. 

Also rescued last pilot missing from June 7th action 
over RUSSELLS. 


25 0540 Com 3rd Fit, to CinGSoWesPac. CinCPac. Info Com 7th Fit, etc, 


During early dark hours today 25th 13 Army Liberators 
attacked KAHILI airdrome dropping hundreds fragmentation 
clusters West of runway and in camp areas North of 
JAK0HINA mission. 5 fires resulted. 7 additional B- 24 ’s 
bombed BUKA same time dropping similar clusters. Smoke 
seen rising from southern strip. Para. Avenger patrol 
off BOUGAINVILLE Mitchell off Northeast ISABEL found no 
targets last night. Para. After dawn today 25 and 24 
Dauntless Aveengers respectively covered by 32 Wildcats 
plastered Lambeti plantation area MUNDA vicinity with 
36 and one half tons of high explosives. All planes re¬ 
turned. Para. Late afternoon yesterday Wildcats strafed 
Jap barge at WICKHAM anchorage. Para. Shortly after 
local noon today USS THORNTON enroute GUADALCANAL to 
ESPIRITU was attacked from high level by 4 twin engined 
bombers. 3 or 4 bombs fell 600 yards on port bow nil 
damage. Para. Following are SOLOMONS planes from AM 
photos 24th. KAHILI 22 VF’s 6 VSB BALLALE 2 VF’s 3 VB’s 
FAISI 19 Float Planes. Photo planes saw 3 AK’s 1 small 
unident BUIN T0N0LEI. Para. Patrol plane sighted at¬ 
tacked enemv sub 0845 L (-11) todav posit. IQ-48 South 
174-47 East. 



1588 
















DECLASSIFIED 




June (GCT) 

25 1303 COMINCH to CINCPAC. CINCLANT, Info COMAIRPAC. COMAIRLANT etc. 

This modifies my alrmailgram 121739 of July 1942. It is 
directed that wing commanders within sea frontiers be util¬ 
ized in the capacity of task group commanders in exercising 
operational control of wing aircraft assigned to sea frontiers. 
Similar employment of air group or squadron commanders when 
appropriate in subordinate task group commands is also direc¬ 
ted. Operational control is defined as comprising those 
functions of command involving formation of task forces 
assignment of tasks designation of objectives and necessary 
coordination to accomplish the mission. It should be exer¬ 
cised where practicable through the responsible tactical 
commander of units assigned. It specifically does not include 
the administration discipline internal organization or train¬ 
ing of those units. 

29 2053 CINCPAC to COMINCH info COMAIRPAC BUPERS COMFAIRWESTCOAST. 


Prospective operations in the Central Pacific require a 
greatly accelerated expansion of shore based naval air groups, 
aircraft service unit3 and advanced air base units. Prelimin¬ 
ary estimates show that critical feature of accelerated 
program will be enlisted personnel of which availability has 
lagged behind that of airplanes and pilots. Fleet Air West 
Coast is now 2500 men short of July requirements under present 
plans. Fleet Air South Pacific is 3000 men short. Principal 
shortages are in general service ratings and non rated men. 

To meet new demands of accelerated program to be submitted 
recommend drastic action. Suggested remedy is to eliminate 
or reduce mainland and 15th Naval District shore activities 
of little value in present strategic situation. Typical 
activities which might release men are NAS Astoria, the 
combat drone project, section bases on Pacific Coast and 
training activities. Chief of Staff AirPac after conference 
with ComFairWest will bring to Washington estimates personnel 
requirements for fleet aviation program. 


26 1309 COMINCH to CINCPAC. COMPOPAC. 

British Chiefs of Staff wish to send British Joint Service 
Mission to investigate types of equipment and most suitaole 


organization of units and formations required for full scale 
operations against Japan. Mission will consist of aoout 10 
officers headed by Major General plus 2 U.S. officers in ad¬ 
visory capacity and will proceed on date to be communicated 
later from Washington to Sopac SouWesPac and India - Burma 
for visits with field forces. Mission desires to visit head¬ 
quarters of OomSoPac and to be afforded opportunities for 
attachment to troons in actual combat with Japanese. Com¬ 
bined Chiefs of Staff have approved the foregoing. Desire 
you facilitate the work of this mission all practicable. 
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02 2248 CINCPAC to CG AMPHIBIAN TRAINING FORCE 9. CG ADC. CTF 16 . 
CTF 51. Info: CG WDC. ComWesSeaFron. ClnGPac Admin. 

Chief of Staff WarDept. Cominch. Comalsec. 


/ 


This is Joint Order issued by CinCPac and CGWDC. HiCom. 
Execute our Joint Directive contained in CinCPac 292240 
except Task B and Task C which await approval Joint Chiefs 
of Staff. Target date remains same. 


04 2200 COMNORPAC to CTF 51. COMAMTRAINFOR 9. Info CG WDO. COMINCH . 

CINCPAC. 











07 0226 


This is HiCom from ComNorPac. Following is general plan 
for amphibious training of Amphibian Training Force 9. 

5 battalion combat teams and 1 battalion combat engineers 
to be trained to land from combat loaded APA’s. 4 battalion 
combat teams and 1 battalion combat engineers to be trained 
to land from landing craft (LST’s, LCI’s and LOT 5’s). Re¬ 
mainder force to receive sufficient transport training for 
landing from non combat loaded AP's and same troops to be 
trained to land from landing craft. Desire at least 1 
battalion combat team from each regiment be trained in APA’s 
and 1 from each regiment in landing craft. Commander Amphib¬ 
ian Training Force 9 (ComAmTrainFor 9) requested designate 
to ComTaskForce 51 battalions to be joined in accordance 
above. 

KlM^ 

COMNORPAC to CTF 51. COMAMTRAINFOR NOftS. Info COMINCH 

CINCPAC. COMGEN ’TOC. COL!GEN ADC (HAND)T 


Ilicom. In view decision to replace 17th Infantry JACKBOOT 
with 159th from Ord and to bring 17th to ACCENTUATE, change 
training program for Amphibian Training Force 9 (My 042200) 
as follows. 3 battalion combat teams in lieu 5 to be train¬ 
ed to land from combat loaded APA’s. 3 teams in lieu 4 to 
be trained to land from landing craft. Desire that landing 
craft training be expedited in order those battalions can 
begin movement to GOOSEWING at an early date. Comgen WDC 
has Indicated this movement will begin about June 20th. 
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08 0223 C0MN0RPAC to COMGEN WDC .. CTF 51. COMGEN ATF 9. Info CINCPAC . 

Hlcom. In order clarify atmosphere surrounding various 
aspects AMATEUR this despatch is sent in 3 parts. Ad¬ 
dressed to subjects as follows. Part I Planning and 
Joint Staff. Part 2 Training. Part 3 Shipping and Water 
Movements. ComGen ADC concurs. This is Part 1. Landing 
and Tactical Plans will be prepared at ACCENTUATE combined 
staff of Comgen ADC and Comnorpac undertaking preliminary 
planning. Comgen ATF 9 with staff arrive ACCENTUATE by 
July 15 and send members of his staff prior that date as 
they can be spared. CTF 51 requested send to ACCENTUATE 
by 1 July Comdr. Tucker, Lt.Comdr. McMillian, Lieut. Hauck 
and to arrive with remainder of operating staff by July 
15. Desire sufficient members General Smith's training 
staff arrive ACCENTUATE by June 21 to assist in training 
of GOOSEWING regiments and Canadians and General Smith 
and remainder training staff arrive by July 15. Prior 
arrival of Comgen AFT 9 and CTF 51 at ACCENTUATE, sugges¬ 
tions and desires regarding landing and tactical plans 
are requested by despatch officer messenger airmail as is 
most practicable. 

08 0232 This is Part 2 my 080223 on subject of training. Hlcom. 

My 042200 and 070226. Basic concept is that each regi¬ 
mental landing group will have 1 or more battalions 
trained to land from APA's and 1 or more from landing 
craft, in order provide for flexibility in developing 
plans while maintaining regimental organization where 
that proves desirable. On this basis, and with 5 APA's, 

2 battalions of 17th will be embarked for the operation 
in APA's,and 1 in landing craft. Of the 2 regiments 
from Fort Ord (omitting the 159th) 1 will have 2 batta¬ 
lions embarked in APA's and 1 in landing craft and the 
other regiment 1 battalion embarked in APA's and 2 in 
landing craft. Amphibious training should be so planned 
that each battalion receives maximum possible prior de¬ 
parture for ACCENTUATE, so as to reduce to minimum amphi¬ 
bious training and alloy/ maximum field training after ar¬ 
rival here. Comgen ATF 9 is requested to designate type 
of training for each battalion at Fort Ord in accordance 
with above 

08 0251 HiCom. Part 5 . Shipping and water movements. CinCPac and 
CG WDC Joint despatch 292240 of Tfey contemplates following 
shipping, in addition ATS Transports and exclusive of AK's 
5 APA's, 12 LST's, 10 LCI's, 36 LCT 's. Of this shipping, 
following now in ALEUTIANS: 1 APA (HARRIS) departing for 
West Coast about June 9, 4 LST's and 8 LCT's. CTF 51 re¬ 
quested to designate by name the 5 APA's to be used and 
remainder landing craft by numbers. Also give estimated 
dates when remainder landing craft ready depart from West 
Coast. LCI's and LST's should be used to transport troops 
and equipment as practicable from Fort Ord to ACCENTUATE. 
Loading and movement of APA's. All to be combat loaded prior 
departure from SAN FRANCISCO. 2 proceed ACCENTUATE to arrive 
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08 0251 Part 5 ComNorPac 080225 - Continued - 
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by July 3, transporting troops trained in landing craft. 

These 2 APA's will be used in the operation to transport 
2 battalion combat teams from 17th and such adjustments as 
necessary in their combat loading should be made to allow 
troops from Fort Ord with their individual and organizational 
equipment to be disembarked here and 2 battalion combat 
teams of 17th to be embarked. Remaining 3 APA's with combat 
loaded battalion combat teams arrive ACCENTUATE by July 15. 
Maintenance supplies all classes for Fort Ord troops while 
at ACCENTUATE will be Lurnished without disturbing transport 
loading. CG WDC requested make arrangements and provide 
transportation to move Canadians to ACCENTUATE, to arrive 
prior 1 July. 

08 1910 CTF 51 to COMNORPAC Info CG WDC. CINCPAC. CG ATF 9. CG AC SP . 

Part 1 of 2 parts . This is HiCom . Recommendations made by 
Corlett were made without my authority and are not concurred 
in by me. Plan conference with him Fort Ord tomorrow and 
will then forward suggestions. Final recommendations cannot 
be submitted until more is known of your assault plan, scheme 
of maneuver and assignment of troops. Present best estimate 
availability assigned forces follows: ZEILIN, HEYWOOD, BELL, 
HARRIS 5 July provided HARRIS returned immediately and final 
conversion postponed Indefinitely. DOYLE and FELAND not yet 
reported probably ready late July and August. 4 LST and 8 
LCT (5) now operating GOOSEWING. 7 LST, 10 LCI (L) and 5 
LCT(5) now operating Fort Ord to be joined by 1 LST about 
20 June. 6 LST each with 1 LCT(5) on deck presumably enroute 
from east coast state of training and date of arrival unknown. 

08 1924 CTF 51 sends part 2 of his 081910 to same adees as Part 1 . 

This is HiCom. Troops at Fort Ord have received no training 
in APA's although 159th and 184th have completed preliminary 
Amphibian training with 7th Division and are now training 
in LST and LCT(5). 87th Infantry being organized on arrival 
this week. Hew subject. Other trials commitments and 
responsibilities make it mandatory that General Smith and I 
be absent thi3 area short a time as possible. Training 
staffs already reduced to minimum nlvo would seem advisable 
that the 4 available APA'S and complementary troops Fort Ord 
train here until about 1 August where facilities, boat re¬ 
placements, functional schools etcetera are available and 
that other troops with LST's, LCI's and LCT's be sent GOOSE¬ 
WING. In this connection strongly advise consideration be 
given planning assault from APA's in orthodox manner with 
reserves and reenforcement troops embarked LST's, LCI's, and 
LCT's. 
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06 0040 CG ADC & COMNORPAC to GG WDC Info CTF 51, CG ATF 9. 




HiCom. On assumption 159th Infantry replaces 17th Infantry 
on ATTU following is designation of training sites in GOOSE¬ 
WING Your C 06013. 1 regimental landing group from ORD 

amphibioiisly trained accordance My 042200 to ATKA. Remain¬ 
ing regimental landing group from ORD amphibiously trained 
and Canadians to train at ADAK. 17th Infantry will be refit¬ 
ted at ADAK and if replacement 32nd Infantry by regiment 
from Fort ORD is approved, 32nd will also be refitted here. 

In latter case only Canadians plus regiment from ALASKA will 
be trained at ADAK. Engineers, field hospital, AA and miscel¬ 
laneous units should accompany respective landing groups 
proportionately in conformity with regimental assignment. 

No amphibious training is necessary for regimental landing 
groups sent from Fort ORD to ATTU. CG ATF 9 to ADAK when 
above movements are made. 

07 2039 COMTRAINACT & REAR ECHELON PIIIBLANT to COMAMPHORPAC Info 
COMNORPAC CINCLANT CINCPaC COMINCH. 

Your 042227 to CinCLant. Earliest possible arrival LST's 
at San Diego estimated July 3rd. All crews have had basic 
training but shakedown of LST have been reduced to a minimum 
and these ships should be given at least 5 more beachings 
each. 


09 1729 COMINCH to CINCPAC. Info COMSOPAC. CHIEF OF BUAER. CHIEF OF 
riAto PERSONNEL. - 

Most Secret Hi-Com. Proposals made to me which appear to 
have merit first put jurisdiction of air bases SoPac 
directly under Comairsopac second assign Naval and Marine 
Corps aviators to planning staffs of high commands third 
make full use of ComAirPac in consideration of operations 
involving air. 

10 0231 COMPHI3PAC to COMNORPAC. Info CINCPAC. CG WDC. CG AMTRAINFQR 9 
CG ANPilCORPAC. 

This HiCom. This is part 1 of 4 parts. Following represents 
best judgment Amtrainfor 9, Amphcorpac, and originator re¬ 
gards training and planning phase. Para. Subject move¬ 
ments and training 159th and 17th regiments. Move 159th 
to ATTU in FILLMORE CHIRIKOF V\Gt£ when ships available about 
28 June. Combat load above vessels plus branch at San 
Francisco with supnlies ammunition and maintenance items 
for 17th. direct to ADAK and remainder bring 17th 

to ADAK ETA about 22 July. 17th will then be designated 
for embarkation in above (ft AP’s supplemented with LST’s and 
LCT 5’s for operation. Para. Subject 184th Reg. Continue 

(Continued on next page) 
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10 0231 COIvPHIHPAC to COMNQRPAC . (4 parts) (Continued) 


train shore to to shore at ORD until next AP’s available 
at San Francisco about 7 J"uly. Then combat load LST's at 
San Francisco with equipment impedimenta ammunition and 
supplies for 184th Regiment. Part 2 to follow. 

10 0315 Part 2 of above. Route North and send all regiment except 
shore party in AP’s. Shore party will be sent on board 
LST’s. For operation 184 to be embarked in landing craft. 
Para. Subject 87th Regiment. Due arrive ORD about 15 
June. Reorganize indoctrinate and preliminary training 
until APA’s available about 5 J”uly. Then train landing 
exercises 15 days, rehabilitate, overhaul ordnance, combat 
load at San Francisco ETD 1 August. 87th to be embarked 
in APA’s for operation. Para. Subject Alaska regiment. 

Use AP’s which are to bring 184th to ADAK to embark Alaska 
regiment for operation. These vessels are IIQE class and 
will carry supplies to back up all assault teams with 
sufficient remaining space for Alaska regiment organiza¬ 
tional equipment and impedimenta. Para. Subject Canadian 
Brigade. Ships available ETD from 5 to 12 July. Propose 
combat load same type ship and in similar manner as for 
Alaska regiment. Canadians combat load at port of embarka¬ 
tion and remain embarked for operation. Part 3 to follow. 

10 0352 Part 3 of above . This is HiCom rpt HiCom. Para. Subject 
factors affecting plans: (A) ZEILIN, HARRIS, BELL, HEY- 
W00D permit combat loading only 1 regiment consisting 3 
battalion combat teams. If APA DC^EW becomes available 
suggest embarking units of 17th that vessel but capacity 
only about 850 troops and very limited cargo. (B) The 
110th and 104th combat engineer battalions are being 
trained as shore parties for the 87th and 184th regiments. 
(C) Consider LST, LCIS and LCT’s suitable only for landing 
at secured beachheads or at beaches where landing is un¬ 
opposed. Our carefully considered opinion is assault should 
be delivered from APA’s. (D) Only few tractors and track 
laying vehicles and special equipment and no heavy cloth¬ 
ing received at ORD. V/DC attempting expedite but movement 
supplies slow. May necessitate postponment target date. 

Will keep you advised. (E) Troop movements outlined above 
are based earliest uossiole availability transportation. 
Believe target date should be adjusted to allow 2 weeks to 
1 month field exercises and training all troops on Alaska 
terrain. (F) Total landing craft available. U LST in 
Alaska. 7 at ORD. One (l) to arrive ORD about 20 June. 

6 enroute from East Coast ETA unknown. 8 LCT5’s in Alaska. 

5 enroute or at ORD. 6 enroute from East Coast carried 
deck load in 6 LST’s. -^'inal part to follow. 


(Continued on next page) 
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10 0231 COMPIIIBPAC to CQMNORPAC. (4 parts) (Continued) 

10 0409 Part 4 and last part of 100231 above. This is HiCom. 

10 LCI’s at ORD. Maximum available 18 LST’s, 19 LCT’s, 

10 LCI’s. (G) Preliminary training indicates 11 L3T, 

9 LCI and 12 LCT necessary to transport 1 regiment com¬ 
prising 3 battalion combat teams. Suggest surplus craft 
if then available be employed implement landing of 17th 
from AP’s. Para. Subject recommendations. (A) Because 
DC3X limitations, transportation schedules training com¬ 
plications most strongly recommend all 3 battalion combat 
teams of any 1 regiment be similarly trained. (B) Sug¬ 
gest equip 7 SC 2’s of the HOE class being provided by 
Army with 6 landing craft each and ooat crews. Am pro¬ 
ceeding to accomplish this. (C) Recommend commanders and 
staff AT? 9, Amphcorpac and Taskforce 51 remain this area 
until departure 87th in APA’s and proceed by air. 

08 2128 COMINCH to CINCPAC. Info C0MS0PAC. C0MN0RPAC. COMSOV/ESPAC . 
MacARTliUR. C of S ARI.IY . 

HiCom. Have shipped you set of secret colored gridded 
chart maps scale 1 over 50000 mercator projection covering 
BOUGAINVILLE SH0RTLAND Island Area. Hydro now construct¬ 
ing similar series covering RABAUL area and another scale 
1 over 25000 polyconic projection covering KISKA. Hydro 
prepared continue this work as continuing job for secure 
group of selected personnel. Each series similar to 1 
shipped you requires apnroximatelv 2 months to complete 
and can be undertaken at rate of 1 per month. Consider 
this type chart map most desirable to enaale land sea and 
air forces utilize same reference in amphibious or shore 
bombardment operations. Comment desirability these chart 
maps indicating in order of priority other series you 
desire in Pacific Ocean Areas, projection to be used type 
and origin of grid to be overprinted. 

09 2059 CINCPAC to COMINCH. 

This is most secret for Admiral King only. Refer MySer 
0054 of 25 April (with enclosed ComGenHawDet letter of 
17 April) and our discussions on requirements for heavy 
bombardment aircraft in Hawaiian Area. Urgently request 
that you press to successful conclusion early assignment 
to Central Pacific of second heavy group both for reasons 
mentioned above references and to assist in accelerated 
offensive action this area. 
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09 1256 COMINCH to CINCPAC. Info CTF 51. COTCPAC. VICE CNO. 

MOST SECRET. Desire to provide headquarters ship for 
next operation to ComTaskForce 51 who stated at last 
Pacific conference that APA is unsuitable and specially 
equipDed B3 or DD is necessary. Next AGG delivery date 
1 September. Provision essential headquarters facilities 
similar to conversions recently accomplished in MONROVIA 
and 3ISCAYNE for NAVNAW can readily be made in PENNSYLVANIA 
and is possible in 2100 ton DD if contributed by CinCPac 
and available at West Coast yard by 20 June. Agree with 
ComTaskFor 51 headouarters shin should not carry assault 
troops or equipment or have nlanned part in combat or 
bombardment. Consider importance warrants temporary 
diversion PENNSYLVANIA or DD for this duty and possibly 
permanent diversion DD for repeated use as Amphibious 
headquarters ship. Converted DD can carry crew for only 
about half its battery and likely to prove unsatisfactory. 
Do you agree either proposal or have you other recommenda¬ 
tion? If in addition you can nominate 1 APA for conversion 
to modified headquarters for emergency relief purposes 
without encroachment on troop capacity, conversion will 
be accomplished by NY Mare Island in shortest possible 
time but will involve equivalent of at least A weeks 
availability. 


10 2245 CG WPG to 00MNURPAC. Info CINCPAC. AG ADC, A DV CG A LASKA . 
AG ATF 9. C0MPIIIBPAC. CG AUPH13C0RPACT 

Re CoraPhibPac 100231 June 10 in 4 parts. DeWitt sending 
CG 0608 HICOM to ComNorPac for action. Following are my 
comments each para thereof. 

Subject movement and training 159th and 17th Regts con¬ 
cur except that dates can be bettered by 2 days. 

Subject 184 movem ent concur. 

Subject 87th Regt concur. 


Subject Alaska Regt concur. 


Subject Canadian Brigade concur except ETD July 10th. 


Subject factors affecting plans (A) concur on use of 
DOYEN only rpt only if you consider this practicable as 
I consider this subject for local decision by you. 


(B) concur. (C) concur. (D) While only few tractors and 
track laying vehicles special equioment and heavy clothing 
yet received at 0RD receipt this equipment and other sup¬ 
plies not repeat not delay movement. This is part 1 of a 
2 part message. 


(Continued on next page) 
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10 2245 CGWDC to COIJNORPAC. etc, (Continued) 


WD rnt WD has given necessary directives and shipments 
TJEOABDN^OTS under way. Will not rot not be necessary 
postpone target date on this account. 

(E) Do not repeat not agree target date should be changed. 
Target date should be held to without fail but DOG day 
must by necessity be designated by you dependent on sit¬ 
uation that area. Designation DOG day is*your decision 
and I appreciate period training troops in Alaska must 
be adjusted by you to conform. 

(F and G) No comment this your decision. 

Subject recommendation (A) concur. (B) concur. (C) This 
is not repeat not subject that I can properly comment upon 
as decision yours but do consider it advisable that Com- 
PhibPac should send competent staff officer thoroughly 
familiar his views your HQ, by air without delay to assure 
clarification subjects connected all matters involved to 
movement, training and planning phase, my opinion is meet¬ 
ing of minds on subject matter very difficult to resolve 
by dispatches. 

New subject. First special training force approximate 
strength 2200 has been made available for AMATEUR opera¬ 
tion and Uoint Chiefs of Staff desire its use. This force 
considered most highly trained unit on amphibious and com¬ 
mando operations in U.S. All specially selected men. 

Coradg officer (Col Frederick) arrives this IIQ tonight or 
tomorrow for conference v;ith me. Will inform you more in 
detail after seeing him. Consider it extremely fortunate 
this fine unit made available to us for this operation. 
This is part 2 of 2 part MSG SRL NBR 102245 GCT and this 
msg SECRET SECURITY. 

10 0045 COMGEN WDC to CINCPAC. 


No Army dive bomber souadrons available for AMATEUR 
operation (C 06035) this SECRET SECURITY. REURAD 082355. 
Decision not yet reached but War Department advises that 
if dive bombers to be used they will be Navy planes. Am 
convinced this type of plane a definite requirement this 
operation and hone you can assure availability. 











June (GCT) 


10 0331 OOMNORPAC to OIHCPAC. 

OomNorPac replies to CinGPac 080057. HiOora. Naval forces 
required support occupations ATTU SHEMTA and blockade 
KISKA and allow for much needed overhaul and training 
exercises are approximately those now in this area. Pend¬ 
ing further intensive operations plan make about one third 
all types continuously available for material upkeep and 
training. Presence of ORANGE heavy and light cruisers 
PARAnJSHIRO indicates possibility cruiser raids on ATTU- 
SHEMYA area and supply lines thereto. Such raids might 
be supported by battleships and might be accompanied by 
attempts to run much needed supplies to KISKA. 3 battle¬ 
ships 4 to 6 heavy cruisers 4 light cruisers 2 squadrons 
destroyers considered adenuate prevent enemy attempts 
disrupt our rapid development ATTU and SHEMYA and break 
KISKA blockade. Now have 2 destroyers on A/S blockade 
KISKA. Desirable maintain 4 on blockade stations which 
could be done if 6 were available therefor. Should it 
be assumed enemy concentration and preparations Northern 
KURILE purely defensive above forces could be reduced. 

About 12 escort ships sufficient for A/S patrol and screens 
for ATTU SHEMYA shipping. To maintain this number neces¬ 
sary to release those similarly employed AMCHITKA and East¬ 
ward. Additional destroyers and ships suitable for escort¬ 
ing would be very useful. When situation permits diver¬ 
sion cruisers and destroyers from tasks in 7/estern ALEUTIANS 
exploratory raid Jap fishing grounds western BERING SEA 
can be made and when risk of enemy shore based air action 
is justified raids on enemy patrol stations, weather ship 
stations and shipping East of KURILES. . 

10 1330 COMINCH to CTF 51 Info CINCPAC. C0MS0PAC OOMNORPAC CINCLANT . 

Your 031950 requesting beach jumper unit not to all addees. 
Unit of 10 officers 20 men all Marines will complete train¬ 
ing 1 July. Employment of sonic equipment which is a prin¬ 
cipal item requires prior approval of plan by CCS whose 
policy is withhold until stake warrants first disclosure 
and success is probable. Handle this as utmost secret. 

For security intent is to retain unit at PhibLant training 
center for the present. Suggest you send an officer of 
your staff at convenient time to witness demonstration 
ALSO/LT Colonel Bare to evaluate progress. Advise employ¬ 
ment will require use of up to 10 large fast boats from 
area sources. PT SC PC and aircraft rescue types suitable. 
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11 0412 COM 3RD FLT to CINCPAC. 


i f 


This is HiCom. Present organization all airfields and 
seaplane bases on each island grouped as air center which 
like all other unit establishments on island are under 
direct military command of Commanding General and Administra¬ 
tive direction of appropriate senior. Thus naval bases are 
administered by ComSerRonSoPac, Army Service Commands by 
ComGen SOSPA and Air Centers by ComairsoPac. Placing air 
bases whether individual airfields or grouped as air centers 
under direct jurisdiction of ComAirSoPac would invalidate 
unity of command on island bases and highly desirable coordin¬ 
ation of activities thereon. CominCh 091729. Have Naval and 
Army air representatives on my planning staff. Assume air 
operations will be referred to ComAirPac by CinCPac as desired 
by latter. All matters concerning air operations in SoPac 
are referred to ComAirSoPac. 


11 1700 COMNORPAC to COMAMPHFORPAC Info CINCPAC. CG AMPHCORPAC. 

V CTF 51. CG WDC , CG ATF 9 . 

This is HiCom. Your comprehensive and highly informative 
despatch In 4 parts beginning 100231 is greatly appreciated 
and is approved in toto subject to following comments. A. 

While fully concurring that all troops should have 2 weeks 
to 1 month training on Alaskan terrain, desire present target 
date be retained until postponement is known to be absolutely 
necessary. B. Proposed time of departure for ALASKA of 
Commanders concerned and staffs is too late. Plans and train¬ 
ing should not and will not be completed until after their 
arrival. Commanders and staff members should come North as 
nearly as practicable in accordance request made in my 080223. 
Decision this question left to your discretion. C. Buckner 
concurs in the above and will send all communications to 
Corlett through ComNorPac in order to keep the record straight. 

/ 11 2015 DEWITT to CG ADC Info CINCPAC COMNORPAC COMAMPHIBPAC CG ATF 9 . 




Available for AMATEUR operation is 1st Special Service Force 
consisting United States and Canadian Troops total strength 
173 officers, 8 warrant officers, 2287 enlisted. C 06039. 
This is HiCom most secret. Composition of force: 3 Combat 
regiments and service battalion (42 officers, 8 warrant of¬ 
ficers, 635 enlisted); each combat regiment (39 officers, 

541 enlisted) comprises 2 combat battalions (17 officers 
258 enlisted each) of 3 companies (5 officers 84 men each) 
of three platoons (1 officer 27 men each); composition and 
armament was subject of conference between you and Col. 
Frederick (Force Commander) January 10th, 1943. Unit has 
completed training as follows: Amphibian, winter warfare, 
demolitions, parachute, assault and raiding tactics. 
Contemplate moving unit direct from United States to ADC 
to complete special training in ADC for operation. Desire 
you designate station for assembly and training. Prompt 
reply desired in order to arrange for movement. 
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11 2105 CINCPAC to COMINCH Info COMPHIBPAC. COTCPAC. VONO. 

Comlnch Ilicom 091256. Prom such info as is available 
v here believe CHILTON (APA38) now at San Pedro enroute 
East Coast to complete conversion. Suggest possibility 
holding CHILTON West Coast with 4 weeks availability at 
Mare Island for equipping as Headquarters Ship and as¬ 
signment Comphibpac until delivery 1st AGC in September. 

12 0021 CINCPAC to COMNORPAC. 


Hicom. Concur in general urdis 100331 but consider ex¬ 
posure heavy ships to possible submarine attack should 
be minimized by varying covering areas and retiring 
battleships to ADAK or COLD BAY whenever situation war¬ 
rants. Will endeavor to maintain destroyers in your 
area at 20 plu3 and as target date approaches make avail¬ 
able 1 squadron 2100 ton class for transport screen and 
close supporting fire. 

12 2151 CTP 51 to CINCPAC. 

This is most secret. HiCom. Your 110259. My comment 
on CominCh 091256. Have not been informed my role in 
prospective operation but if I am to command attack force 
strongly urge PENNSYLVANIA be given suggested conversion 
and assigned as flagship. This recommendation based on 
certain knowledge her present state of training and facil¬ 
ities. Consider reduction in fighting power and probable 
insufficient space in 2100 ton DD indicate inadvisability 
diversion this type at this time. However would like 
opportunity to study conversion plans with idea future 
employment specially for shore to shore operations. Am 
having CHILTON (APA 38) inspected to obtain information 
possible facilities as modified headquarters emergency 
relief and present status. However if she could be made 
immediately available as an APA for this operation she 
could be most effectively employed due to additional as¬ 
signment first special service battalion consisting 2200 
and probability assault will be made from APA’s. 

13 0334 OOMAIHPAC to CINCPAC. (Most Secret) 

Recommend against assignment Navy or Marine dive bombing 
squadron for operations in the ALEUTIANS because (A) none 
are available without diversion from SoPac or Central 
requirements. (B) Their use will require advanced base 
facilities not now planned and since they can not fly to 
area will add to shipping requirements. (C) They can not 
be operated from NASSAU Class ACV. (D) Reports of other 
operations indicate medium bombers better adapted to 
operating conditions including weather. Your 122127. 
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12 0127 CINCPAC to COMINCH . 

HiCom. Scheduled night June 17 GOT are minor 
bombardment and ohotograohic missions against 
TARAWA JALUIT MILLI. Sorties by 7th bomber 
command staging through FUNAFUTI. Daylight 
reconnaissance Southern GILBERTS to follow. 


HI COM 
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13 2125 COM 3RD FLT to CTG 36.2. CTU 36.5.2. CTF 31; CTF 32 Info 

CG SOPAC. WGAC . CONSERONSOPAC; REPCOHDESPAC NOUMEA , COM 

MTER0N5 SOPAC; C0H3NPAC. CINCPAC. ALL TFC 30PAC . CINC 

SOWESPAC . COMINCH. CG GUADAL, COMDESRON 12. COMCARDIV 22. 

Handle this as most secret. Reference my OpPlan 14-43 and 
CTP 31 OpPlan A8-43. At any tine after D day and when direc¬ 
ted by ConSoPac it may be necessary to bombard MUNDA, KOLUM- 
BANGARA and other enemy positions in connection with their 
capture or destruction. To this end a bombardment group 
consisting of following units is formed herewith* 2 CLs plus 
3 DDs nominated by CTG 36.2 and designated TU 36.2.9. 1 BB 

plus 3 DDs as directed by CTU 36.3.2 and called TU 36.3.9. 
Senior officer bombardment group is OTC and may expect to 
operate as directed by CTP 31. Use grid system as given in 
paragraph 5 (d) in 2nd reference. CTP 33 provide air cover¬ 
age and plane spotting as requested by CTP 31. 

12 2212 COMINCH to CINCPAC. Info VICE CNO . CQi.'IPHI 1PAC. COTCPAC. 

Your 112105. Not possible complete (IHILTON in available 
time. Vice CNO advises only conversion possibilities for 
next operation are PENNSYLVANIA as operating headquarters 
and ZEILIN as emergency relief with headquarters facilities 
on reduced scale not Including quarters extensive plotting 
rooms and the like. 

14 0623 CINCPAC to COMINCH Info CINCPAC ADMIN COMSOPAC CTF 16 CTF 51 . 

This is HiCom. Consider it necessary that ComPhibPac trans¬ 
port group be reinforced at earliest possible date by 1 APA 
and 1 AKA. At present only 4 APA's and no AKA's are avail¬ 
able to Rockwell for training. For move to ALEUTIANS and as¬ 
sault of KISKA 1 additional APA(DOYEN) now West Coast is 
remote possibility. Para. Carefull investigation SoPac 
situation reveals no withdrawal's APA's or AKA's possible as 
troop moves to combat areas accordance current directives 
will employ these types to their limit and preclude further 
amphibious training after July 1st. Para. Request 1 APA and 
1 AKA be made available to CinCPac from other areas at once 
and until September 1st. 

14 2219 COMINCH to CINCPAC Info COMNORPAC CTF 51 . 

Utmost Secret. Joint Chiefs of Staff approve Cincpac-ComGen 
WDC 29 2248 with the proviso that the actual date of execution 
of Task B will be determined by CinCPac and CG TOC. 

14 1557 COMINCH to CINCPAC Info VCNO . 


Following HiCom for Adee only. Comment on requirements look¬ 
ing to readiness for setting up and training amphibious 
forces in HAWAII Area for prospective operations to westward. 
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COM 3RD FLT to CINCPAC. 

HiCom. Present organization all airfields and seaplane 
bases on each island grouped as Air Center which like 
all other unit establishments on island are under direct 
military command of Commanding General and administrative 
direction of appropriate senior. Thus Naval bases are 
administered by ComSeronSoPac , Army service commands by 
ComGen SOSSPA and A.ir Centers by ComAirSoPac. Placing 
air bases whether individual airfields or grouped as 
Air Centers under direct jurisdiction of ComAirSoPac 
would invalidate unity of command on island bases and 
highly desirable coordination of activities thereon. 
CominCh 091729. Have Naval and Army air representatives 
on my planning staff. Assume air operations will be 
referred to ComAirPac by CinCPac as desired by latter. 

All matters concerning air operations in SoPac are 
referred to ComAirSoPac. 

CinCPac Admin to Admiral Nlmitz only . 


VERY SECRET HI COM. This reencinherment GominCh 111731. 
Quote. delivered to Chief of Naval Personnel for Info. 
What are your views about Commodore rank for senior 
naval officer in command at MIDWAY and if you concur is 
present incumbent recommended. End Quote. 




13 0507 CinCPac to CominCh. 


For Admiral King only from Nimitz. After conference 
with Halsey I recommend Shafroth relieve Wilkinson as 
Deputy ComSoPacFor and Area at once and that Wilkinson 
report to ComAmphibForSoPac with view to relieving Turner 
after completion first stage NEW GEORGIA Operation. 

Turner then report to CinCPac for temporary duty. Halsey 
concurs. 

13 0627 CinCPac to CinCPac Administration . 


Desire Captain Redman be ordered proceed without 
by air report GomSoPac for temporary duty and on 
tion thereof return resume regular duties. 

14 0833 HuPers to GomSoPac. Info CinCPac . 

RAdm John F. Shafroth Jr. hereby detached report 
duty Deputy ComSoPacArea and SoPacFor. 


delay 

comple- 


JomSoP 


ac 


Vi/ 


14 1243 GominCh to Admiral Nimitz. 






Personal for Admiral Nimitz Only. In case Brigadier 
General Lynd is detached your staff do you recommend him 
for an award. .~ n . 



















DECLASSIFIED 

gBeftBT 
June (GOT) 

14 2313 CinCPac to CominCh. 

Utmost for Admiral King only. Negative your 141243. 

15 0710 CinCPac to CominCh. Info CinCPac Admin . 

I recommend Captain Harold Mike (M) Martin your 
111731 senior naval officer at MIDWAY for promotion 
to rank of Commodore. 
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15 0051 CINCPAC to COMINCH Info COMSOPAC, CHIEF BUAER t CHIEF SUPERS. 

Hicom reply ur 091729. Concur with ComSoPac 110412 being 
passed to you. Naval aviators are assigned to staff this 
command and are consulted freely. Karine aviators are 
available for consultation. Full use is being made of 
ComAirPac in planning operations involving air. 

15 0121 CINCPAC to COMNORPAC Info COMINCH. COMPHI BPAC. COTCPAC, 

VICE CNO. C0K3ERVPAC, PENNSYLVANIA. - 



ComlnCh 091256. 122212. Mydis 112105. ComPhibPac 122151. 

All passed to you for info. Assignment PENNSYLVANIA as 
operating headquarters for ComPhibPac satisfactory to 
CinCPac originator. Use of ZEILIN as emergency relief 
with reduced facilities at discretion ComPhibPac if time 
for necessary installations can be spared from training. 

If you concur direct PENNSYLVANIA report ComPhibPac. 

Latter arrange necessary NYD availabilities direct Com- 
ServPac. 

09 2155 COMINCH to CINCPAC. COMSOPAC. COMSQWESPAC . 


Handle with utmost secrecy. The Joint Chiefs of Staff 
have informed the Director Office of Strategic Services 
in Washington that once an Office of Strategic Services 
Basic Plan for psychological warfare within a particular 
theater or area of military operations has been approved by 
the Joint Chiefs of Staff it is not necessary to submit 
subsidiary operational plans to the Joint Chiefs of Staff 
but that such subsidiary plans may be submitted by the 
Office of Strategic Services to its theatre or area repre¬ 
sentative for use in planning the psychological warfare 
program. 

14 2341 CT? 51 to COMINCH. Info COMOEN WPG. COMNORPAC. CINCPAC. 

This is most secret. Following ships in addition APA’s 
and landing ships proposed for use in AMATEUR operation. 

AP 29. AP 32. XAP PRESIDENT FILLMORE. RICHARD MARCH HOE. 
HENRY FAILING. CHIRIKOF. DAVID W BRANCH. WILLIAM L. 
THOMPSON , JOHN B FLOYD. TJISADANE . XAK’s HENRY WARD 
BEECHER. GOERGE JULIAN. ELI '.WHITNEY. GEORGE WYTHE. 

GEORGE FLAVEL. Anticipate it will be necessary furnish 
Naval Liaison Officer of suitable rank to each above except 
AP’s and following communication personnel and equipment 
to each: Personnel 1 junior officer. 1 radioman 1st class. 
1 radioman 2nd class. 4 radiomen 3rd class. 1 signal 2nd 
class. 2 signalmen 3rd class equipment 1 T1X. 2 T3Y. 

1 visual signaling kit. Necessary cryntographic aids. Re- 
nuest officer and enlisted personnel be ordered to report 
to originator at SAIT DIEGO for training and indoctrination 
prior 1 July. Request equipment be supplied by same date. 
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J2£Gmy June_1241. A WAR 151655 Z. 

15 1655 Z. A WAR. 

JOINT CHIEFS OF STAFF to CINCSY/PA FOR ACTION RICHARDSON 

AND HARMON PASH TO HIM IT Z ,J'TD ;iAL3EY NOR INFORMATION 

SIGNED MARSHALL . '—‘ 

GG WD FT SHATTER TH WASHINGTON DC. 

4952-15. Present Naval strength in the Pacific (This 
message is from Joint Chiefs of Staff to CINCSWPA for 
action Richardson and Harmon pass to tiimitz and Halsey 

for information signed Marshall) with prospective re- 

enforcements dictates increased tempo of operations 
against enemy in Pacific Areas. BURMA operations may 
require specific naval operations in Pacific in November. 
Joint Chiefs of Staff are now considering operations in 
Central Pacific based on following assumptions relating to 
CARTWHEEL: 

A - Operation ONE commences thirty June complete one 
August. 

B - Operation AEIRM complete fifteen September. 

C - Operation TWO commences one September complete / 

thirty November. ^ 

D - Operation BAKER commences fifteen October complete 
thirty November. 

E - Operation CAST commences thirty November complete 
thirty one December. 

F - Operation THREE commences one December complete 
one March. 

Tentative plans submitted by planning agencies contemplate 
employing Second MarDiv RPT MarDiv all combat loaders and 
major part of naval forces from South Pacific Area and 
first MarDiv from Southwest Pacific against MARSHALLS from 
PEARL or South Pacific port about 15 November. Arrival of 
last six LSTS repeat LSTS allocated to SoPac would be de¬ 
layed about two months till mid December. Urgently needed 
for immediate planning purposes is an outline of operations 
in South and Southwest Pacific areas giving dates that may 
affect present basis of planning for Central Pacific opera¬ 
tions. It is recognized that it will probably be necessary 
as the successive operations develop to alter these dates 
accordingly. However, unless they are established now for 
planning purposes it is not RPT not practicable to provide 
able Structure for our operations throughout the Pacific 
and Far East. Para. 


(Continued on next page). 
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15 1655 JOINT CHIEFS OF STAFF "A WAR 151655 Z" . (Continued) 

Desire following specific information: 

lPaCJL. 

A -AOperation BAKER not (repeat not) be commenced until 
after completion of Operation TWO. 

B - Composition of Task Forces for each operation, with 
particular regard to designation of major ground force 
units. 

C - What ship to shore and what shore to shore operations 
are contemolated with dates of commencement and completion 
and numbers and types of assault shipning and landing 
craft to be employed. 

15 1014 C0MN0RPAC to C0MPHI3PAC. PENNSYLVANIA. Info CINCPAC. COMINCH . 

CinCPac 150121. HiCom. PENNSYLVANIA report ComPhibPac 
as operating headquarters. ComPhibPac comply referenced 
despatch regarding conversion PENNSYLVANIA and ZEILIN. 

15 2241 CTF 51 to C01.TNGII. Info CINCPAC . 

Most Secret. Assume 6 LST and LCT your 141830 are in 
addition 6 LST and LCT your 021509. Latter together with 
all flotilla 3 ships and craft are committed to AMATEUR 
operation. Movement of these to GOOSEWING is scheduled 
commencing early July. Upon sailing of LST’s 485. 486. 

488 for SoPac about 5 July no LST’s will remain this 
coast and training of Gold Acorns in this type will nec¬ 
essarily be suspended. 

16 0033 C0MN0RPAC to CINCPAC. Info COMPHIBPAC . 

HiCom. Additional destroyers trained in shore bombard¬ 
ment highly desirable for future operations. Request 
consideration be given to assigning to NorPacFor ships 
reported in ComPhibPac 142347 as being so trained. 

16 0226 CINCPAC to CINCPAC Admin. Info COMAIRSQPAC. C0MS0PAC Admn. 

This is most secret. Desire ?th Bomber Command strike 
NAURU night 28-29 June (East longitude date) staging 
through FUNAFUTI from 'WALLIS. Suggest planes now in area 
be augmented as necessary to produce effective strike. 

Advise. 
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15 2220 COHINCH to CINCPAC 
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Most secret for Adee only. From Joint Chiefs of Staff 


toNimitz. As explained in War Dept 4952 of 14 June 
Joint Chiefs of Staff are now considering the emoloy- 
ment of forces to mount operations against the MARSHALLS 
from PEARL or South Pacific about 15 November. Joint 
Chiefs of Staff direct you submit an outline plan for 
the seizure of the MARSHALL ISLANDS to include following 
and occupation: 

A - List of forces required for seizure. 

B - Shipping required. 

C - Positions to be seized. 

D - Concept of plan. 

E - Proposed date for initiation of operations. 

F - Major favorable and unfavorable factors. 


y 16 1309 COMINCH to CINCPAC. Info CTF 51. CINCPAC ADMIN 


This is Hi Cora . Your 140623 TIIU3AN only AKA available 
assigned PhibPac to arrive West Coast by 20 July my 
111331. Understand DOYEN expected report for shakedown 
about 15 June. Consider both must be made ready to 
complete total 5 APA and 1 AKA for operation. No ad¬ 
ditional APA available from PhibLant or conversion program 
in time for operation. 


C0MN0RPAC. Info : 


J 


16 2145 CINCPAC to/COMPHI PAC. COMDESPAC. COTCPAC, COMINCH . 

UrDis 160033. ComAmphibPac 14234S. MyDis 120021. Present 
plan assign Desron 24 less DALY to NorPacFor duration 
AMATEUR operation. Squadron should be assembled and 
trained as such under own squadron commander. If you con¬ 
cur I will (ABLE) direct Comdesron 24 in BR0WNS0N report 
to you and ComPhibPac for duty on arrival SAN DIEGO from 
CANAL ZONE about 1 July. (BAKER) AMMEN MULLANY BUSH upon 
completion shakedowns during which all will have been 
trained in shore bombardment. (CHARLIE) HUTCHINS BEALE 
both bombardment trained now proceed PEARL to SAN DIEGO 
to arrive by about 10 July. It will be necessary for you 
to send BACHE A3NERREAD from your other forces without 
relief. Assignment BOYD, HALFORD not approved because 
total destroyer allocation cannot be increased and tactical 
undesirability of scrambling scuadrons. Intend ANDERSON 
relieve LANSD0WNE about mid July. No other changes nor 
increases contemplated. 
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16 2247 CINCPAC to COMINCH. 








HiCon. Exercises mentipned ny 120127 scheduled 
night 18-19 June (Ea3t Hong Date) includes simultaneous 
strike NAURU by Cats and heavies from SoPac. 

16 2305 CIIICPAc/lo^i^PAC. Info to: OOMSOPAC. COMAIRSOPAC. 

This is iliCom. With 22 bombers will strike target 
your 160226. All basing CANTON staging through 
FUNAFUTI. 






I 
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20 0145 CINCPAC to OOMINCH. Info VICE CNO. 


HiCom for Addees only. On assumptions that MarDiv 
is trained on Mainland CorainCh 141557 that minimum of 
one Army Div is trained Hawaiian Area that training 
this area must solve problems involved landing over 
coral reefs recommend that landing craft now available 
here 12 LCM. 45 LCV be increased by 100 LCR(L) with 
outboard motors. 15 LCM. 50 LCVP. 30 LVT. 1 LCT(5). 
1 LST. Boat crews and maintainance personnel with 
adequate spare parts should be furnished for these ad¬ 
ditional boats. These additional facilities to be made 
available by 1 August 1943. Recommend monthly replace¬ 
ment schedule of 15 percent of above boats to replace 
casualties in reef landings. Para. Foregoing con¬ 
stitute requirements for preliminary training only. 
Further details contingent on formulation of detailed 
plan which will probably require final training all 
troops this area in particular coral reef landing. 



21 0951 C0MS0PAC to CINCSOWESTPAC Info CINCPAC. C.G. SOPAC . 

HiCom handle as most secret. Following SoPac data 
is relevant to Joint Chiefs of Staff 151655. Major 
ground force units operation A to accomplishment seizure 
NE'7 GEORGIA. 43rd Division about' l/3rd 37th Division 
2 Raider Battalions 2 Defense Battalions supporting 
ar ^illery. All available Naval Units will be employed 
in supoort and covering onerations. Operation B 3rd 
MarDiv 25th Division, 2 Raider Battalions, 2 Defense 
Battalions, 1 AA regiment, supnorting artillery. Will 
employ all combat loaders and all available landing 
craft. All available Naval units in supnort and cover¬ 
ing operations. Timing in accordance with your direc¬ 
tive. As KIETA and BUKA situation cannot be foreseen 
at this time no details of operations have as yet been 
nrepared, it is believed however that above units less 


(Continued on next page) 
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21 0951 COMF-OPAC to CINCrowESTPAC. (Continued) 

combat loaders can handle the situation. Had tenta¬ 
tively selected 2nd MarDiv and NEW ZEALAND Division plus 
other lesser units for RABAUL in early 1944 contemplated 
detachment 2nd MarDiv and all combat loaders will result 
in NEW CALEDONIA having no infantry garrison after about 
August as intend START NEW ZEALAND Division to GUADALCANAL 
as reserve, will out severe strain on my logistics and 
will prevent relief in forward areas of any divisions 
suffering from battle and climatic spoilage. We are thus 
allowed no leeway in time manoower or transport for opera¬ 
tion B. After withdrawal of 2nd MarDiv and the initiation 
of operations B all my divisions including NEW ZEALAND 
Division will be stationed in S3L0M0NS with exception of 
1 division in FIJI. Harmon concurs. 

21 2021 CIIJCPAC to CO WDC. 


CorainCh 142219 being passed to you. Request your con¬ 
currence following Joint Despatch from CinCPac-CGWDC to 
CTF 16 "Execute our 292248 May. Target date remains 
Aug 15th. D date to be set by CoraNorPac". 

22 1905 COMGEN WDC to CinCPac . 

Concurrence is transmitted reference your 212021 (Secret 
Security Message signed DeWitt CG WDC and 4th Army) 

C06076 containing execution, target date and Dog day 
directive. 

CTF 16. Info : 

23 2359 CINCPAC to/ 001'WESEAFRQN , C0MN0RWESEAFR0N. COMINCH. CG 7/DC. 

--- 5i .— 

Execute our 292248 May. Target date remains August 
15th 1943. ComNorPac set D date. 

22 2145 COMINCH to CINCPAC . 

UrDis 170545 December. HANDLE AS SUPER SECRET. 1st air¬ 
drome battalion will be available for transfer to '’EARL 
in August if desired by you. MarCorps plans to form 155 
MM groups in second and first airdrome battalions succes¬ 
sively by assigning from United States with Ml gun train¬ 
ing 50 men monthly beginning August with view to changing 
designations later to 17th and 15th defense battalions 
respectively presence 2 airdrome battalions PEARL will 
expedite personnel rotation at outlying Hawaiian bases 
and will provide defense units for other operations. 
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23 1437 COMIHCH to CINCPAC. 

For Adee only . With offensive operations in Central 
Pacific in mind, your recommended redeoloyment of 
Pacific Fleet in CinCPac serial OO693 dated 8 April 1943 
is approved in general and as indicated in memorandum to 
CinCPac dated 26 May 1943; subject also to decision which 
may be reached by the Joint Chiefs of Staff for future 
operations. .Amplifying letter follows. 

24 1937 CinCPac to ComNorPac. Info CominCh. 

My 250451 indicates that fishing has been stopped off 
KAMCHATKA. Most Secret. Unless you have contrary in¬ 
formation that it is in progress cancel operation planned 
your 230651 and employ time for upkeep and training next 
operation. 

24 2337 ComNorPac to CinCPac. Info CominCh. 

Most secret. Your 241937. Decision to make sweep along 
fishing grounds based upon report from Soviet ship AHCTIKA 
that Jap DD and transport with alleged Jap fishing workers 
was sighted at PETROPAVLOSC on June 10. Do not consider 
this evidence conclusive and am holding operation in 
abeyance pending further information. 

24 June Richardson to CinCPac. 

General plan of attack reurad 202215 GCT as follows: 22 
B-24’s to base at WALLIS and CANTON stage thru FUNAFUTI and 
bomb NAURU with general purpose, fragmentation and incend¬ 
iary cluster. Task Force Commander will select targets 
after careful study of photographs of recent bombing of 
target by planes from SoPac. Commanding General 7th Mr 
Force will keep you fully informed. 

25 0115 CinCPac to Vice CNO Info CominCh. ComSoPac. ComServPao . 

ComServ^onSoPac, 

Most secret. ComSoPac 230412. Recommend approval ef¬ 
fective completion current assignments of ships concerned 
and upon completion first discharge in SoPac area. How¬ 
ever AK 90 to 97 should later be replaced in ServRonSoPac 
by freighters from subsequent program as those named have 
all been fitted with towing engines and are peculiarly 
useful to Com 12 in Transpacific towing. 
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23 0651 CPUNORPAC to CINCPAC. 


A 

HiCom. Present intention that TG 16.7 (ComCruDiv 6 with 
WICHITA, SAN FRANCISCO, LOUISVILLE, SANTA FE and 5 DDs) 
depart ADAK about 25 June to search for and destroy enemy 
forces and shipping Including fishing craft in Western 

BERING SEA. SANTA FE and 2 DD will make close in search 
from CAPE AFRICA to GULF of AKADIR. Task Group will re¬ 
turn ACCENTUATE about July 2nd. 

24 1301 

COMINCH to CINCPAC. 


HiCom. Allocation of Divisions for Central Pacific am¬ 
phibious operations has not yet been determined your 200145. 
Pending this allocation organizational preparation must be 
taken now to provide for execution of operations at earliest 
possible time. Para 2. My survey Indicates that regardless 
of objectives finally selected by you for attack provision 


for the following must be made: A. Basic training for am¬ 
phibious craft and troops on West Coast on increasing scale. 

B. Expansion of amphibious training in Hawaiian Area both 


basic and advanced for landing on coral islands. C. Am- 


phibious command with planning staff at PEARL to develop 
and integrate plans under Central Pacific Force for Central 

fi 

, 

Pacific Operations. This command organization at PEARL / 

should provide for the planning and execution of at least 

3 simultaneous attacks on separated objectives. D. Pro¬ 
vision for above needs must be made In immediate future and 
before completion of COTTAGE which may we11 continue through 
September. Para 3. Establishment of subcommand proposed 
by ComPhibPac 161641 will provide required training activ¬ 
ities in San Diego and is hereby approved. Para 4. Your 
comment and recommendations to provide for other needs set 
forth in Para 2 are desired. 

25 0515 

C0MS0PAC to CINCPAC. 

o 

Handle as most secret. HiCom. The following for your in¬ 
formation: n 5876 Urgent 22nd. Plan for operations against 

MARSHALL and or GILBERT ISLANDS in Implementation of trident 
decision is under consideration by Joint Staff Planners 
(from Arnold to MacArthur for action Kenney and to Harmon 
signed Marshall) proposal involves employment of 1 heavy y 

bomber and 1 medium bomber group In addition to Royal Air 
Forces as available. Request expression of your views as to 
specific effect on air operations in your area if these 
groups are withdrawn from either area for MARSHALL-GILBERT 
operations about 1 November or 1 December, taking into con¬ 
sideration probable specific effect proposed Central Pacific 
operations will have in diverting enemy air strength from 
your areas. Same question propounded relative to a later 
date, January or February next." 
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SHORE 1 ? DECLASSIFIED 

June (GCT) 

25 0518 COMSOPAC to CINCPAC. 


Handle as most secret. HiCom. The following for your in¬ 
formation: "To CinCSowesPac for Kenney (Action) Info to 

Chief of Staff War Dept. Info ComSoPac (By hand) 8519 of 
25 June. Following presents our views in connection with 
Marshall’s 5876 of 22nd (Harmon sends to MacArthur for 
Kenney action info to Chief of Staff War Dept, for Arnold 
AFAEP. ComSoPac has by hand for info) Regardless of the 
date of withdrawal of bombers, the specific effect would 
be to reduce the capabilities of our strategic air strik¬ 
ing forces. Realizing that a minimum allocation of air 
strength at dates mentioned is safely allowable. Refer¬ 
ence November/December diversion, assuming our operations 
proceed approximately on schedule, diversion of bombers 
would seriously jeopardize our chances of success at what / 
appears will be the most critical stage of the campaign. ^ 
Reference January/February diversion, not until we are 
firmly established in RABAUL, KAVIENG and North Eastern 
NEW GUINEA can we afford any reduction of our air strength. 

It is estimated that this situation will not exist until 
sometime subsequent to February next. The allowable scale 
of reduction in air strength at that time will depend upon 
factors which cannot be evaluated at present. Do not con¬ 
sider that the possible diversion of enemy air strenght 
which might result from Central Pacific Operations would 
diminish our requirements for landbased bombers. ComSoPac 
is in full accord. Harmon." 

26 0315 CINCPAC to COMINCH. 

Utmost for Admiral King only. It is ray considered opinion 
that once our effort is disclosed enemy will write off 
AMATEUR as a loss and attempt no reenforcement of any 
weight. But as a preventer I have studied the possibil¬ 
ities of McCain’s proposed operation as a diversionary 
raid and recommend against it as involving disproportionate 
logistic difficulties and incommensurate risk. v Para. In 
substitution thereof the following is planned which sur¬ 
mounts logistic difficulties minimizes risks yet should \/ 
produce the same effect as McCain’s proposal. (A) CVL-CL 
raid against Japanese patrol craft usually stationed about 
700 miles East of TOKYO provided intelligence at proper 
tine indicates patrol craft on station. (B) CV-surface 
ship bombardment of WAKE. Target dates both operations 5 to 
10 days prior AMATEUR target date (15 August). (C) Land- 
plane attack on V.’AKS just prior to surface force attack 
and followed by landbased photo coverage. 
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27 1613 COMINCH to CINCPAC. 


HiCom for Admiral Nimitz only. Concur with the views 
expressed first 2 sentences your 260315. Further 
cuestion the wisdom of any diversionarv operation in 
support of COTTAGE. Part 2. Operation (A) is con¬ 
sidered a desire )le operation in itself but not neces¬ 
sarily as a diversion in support of COTTAGE. 

28 1628 FUNAFUTI to HICKAM FIELD. 


Of 1st 8 off 2 crashed and burned so I cancelled 
further mission take offs. 3 crash victims already 
recovered good chance of recovery. 1 formation of 4 
will attack other 2 ordered to land daylight when 
remaining planes will return to operating base. I 
remain here until mission returns. 

28 2315 CINCPAC to CG TOC. 


HiCom for Gen. DeWitt approve ComNorPac secret serial 
0443 with the addition to paragraph 7 of "Task Group 
16.8 will revert to Army command when commanding general 
reports that the status of the occupation of AMATEUR 
warrants this change and when so directed by ComNorPac" 
Para. If you concur will issue joint approval of this 
overall plan. 

29 2145 CINCPAC to C0MS0PAC . 

HiCom for Admiral Halsey only. Seizure of MARSHALLS 
via ELLICE and GILBERTS is under consideration. Using 
this route additional airstrips will be required north 
of FUNAFUTI. At earliest date require for planning V 
photo recco followed by ground investigation Northern 
ELLICE atolls. Include NUKUFETAU VAITUPU NIUTAO NANOMEA. 
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June 30th. (Oahu Date) 


% 


% 

mo 


Information regarding the progress in the SOLOMONS 
offensive is still sketchy but that which has been received 
indicates that the operation is nroceeding according to plan. 

At 0833 (-11) July 1st 17 B-24s attacked VIRU. At 1330 (-11) 

18 T3F and 11 S3D attacked ir ILA, and at 1410 ten S3D attacked 
AA positions at LAN''BET I plantation. 25 VB(M) , 18 SBD, and 
18 T3F attacked rUNDA at 1615 (-11). Com 3rd Fleet 010630 is 
a summary for yesterday. Further information states that the 
enemy lost 101 nlanes in the three strikes made on our force 
off REND0VA yesterday. 

The Seventh Air Force will attempt further ohoto recon¬ 
naissance at JALUIT as soon as possible after 14 July. 

CinCPac 010035 requests a minimum of 3 advanced air 
base assemblies for the Central Pacific. 

ComlnCII 261309 gives a clan for a visit of a British 
Joint Service visit to the Pacific. 

The North and Central Pacific areas v/ere quiet. 

July 1st. (Oahu Date) 

The landing planned at Rice Anchorage (NEW GEORGIA) for 
D -l 3 day may be deferred. In general, operations in the Solomons 
are proceeding as olanned and there is a possibility of a troop 
attack on MNNDA about July 8th (-11). 

The North Pacific was quiet. 

It is indicated that the SOUTH DAKOTA will .loin Pac ^leet 
about the middle of August. 

CinCPac 020205 deals with the necessity of photo recon¬ 
naissance in the Central Pacific. V/DCSA 301803 requests nhoto 
Planes. 
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July 2nd. (Oahu Date) 


V. *■> 


The North Pacific was quiet. 




The picture of events in the Sout#Pacific is not 
clear cut in details. ComSoPac's 021047 and'030145 are sum¬ 
maries of events on 2 and 3 July (local). His (ComSoPac) 
022300 (pink) orders a delay of one day on all plans and 
fixes the MUNDA lancing on D plus- 10 day. 

Oorru.orPac 1 s 030151 (pink) indicates determination 
to meet the tentative target date for KISKA. 

Captain Steele and Sherman left for Washington to 
present CinCPac’s views re the MARSHALLS as per CinCPac’s 
030021 (pink). 

CominCh’s 021437 (pink) raises questions touching 
CinCPac’s area command function and the staff organization” 
best suited to assist him. 

CominCh 012123 (pink) informs of projected aerial 
mining operation on Asiatic Coast. 


& 


July 3rd. (Oahu Date) 


Belated information from the North Pacific states 
that a total of 40.7 tons of bombs were dropped on KISKA 2 
July, with damage to three of our planes and‘three officer 
crew members wounded. 


In South Pacific events are summarized' ComSoPac»s 
030534 and 031116. CTP 31’s 040122 gives later information. 

CG TOC’s 031755Z (pink) concurs in CinCPac’s ap¬ 
proval of ComNorPac's overall plan and CinCPac’s amendment 
thereto. CinCPac's 0 A 2013 (pink) approves the plan as amended 
in the name of CinCPac and CG ’TOC. > 
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SECRET -• 

July 4th. (Oahu Date) 

KISKA was clothed in fog - no strike there. Rat 
Island reconnaissance showed no enemy. SHEI.IYA medium bomber 
strip 87 % complete. Aleutian airfield construction is con¬ 
sistently rapid. 



ComAmphforSoPac 1 s three part 031235 is a detailed 
account of the enemy torpedo plane attack on his transports. 

ComSoPac's 040605 contains his summary of NET// GEORGIA 
operations. The shore operations appear to be progressing 
satisfactorily. 


CominCh 041851 (pink) states that his 
letter should arrive by courier in a few days. 

July 5th . (Oahu Date) 


re-deployment 

fyVjl'A (H 


No news from North Pacific, apparently quiet. 

In South Pacific, Rear Admiral Ainsworth with 3 CL and 
4 DDs engaged 7 enemy targets KULA GULF early hours of 6 th (-11). 
During this action HELENA was lost probably due to enemy torpedoes. 
Enemy composition and losses unknown but he thinks he got all 7 
ships except 1 or 2 cripples. He withdrew to TULAGI leaving 
NICHOLAS and RADFORD (DDs) to pick up survivors. 

While on this task CD3-21 in NICHOLAS reported that «/- 
1000 (-11) 6th he believes that he destroyed 1 enemy 4 stack 
cruiser with torpedoes, sank 1 destroyer and damaged another. 

His two ships had rescued 569 men and 50 officers when he had to 
desist because of enemy plane and sub attacks. 

The night of the 4th-5th (-11) date STRONG was tor¬ 
pedoed in KULA GULF while part of a bombardment task group. She 
survived until 0123 (-11) 5th when she sank. CHEVALIER rescued 
7 officers and 231 men. 

As vet only the banfe outline of action in KULA GULF 

is known. 


Ashore operations appear to be proceeding according 
to plan. CTF 31 (Rear Adm. Turner) 050322 and 060133 are sum¬ 
maries of the 5th and 6 th (-11). ComSoPac 060645 is his summary. 

CinCPac’s 052047, ComNorPac 060350 and CinCPac 060655 
all pink deal with plan to air strike PARAMUSHIR0 in order to 
discourage enemy from shuttling planes from there to SOLOMONS. 

0 >\ 
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SECRET 


July 6th. 



Eelated news from North Pacific regarding the 5th 
(/lO) gives no activity because of fog. On'the 4th recon¬ 
naissance group found no evidence of enemy occupation on 
SEkISOPOCHUOI Island but found suitable site for fighter 
strip near Sugar Loaf Head. On the 6th (/lO) Rear Adm. 

Giffen’s cruisers heavily bombarded coastal batteries KISKA, 
hampered somewhat by fog. Planes are being made ready for 
PARAMU3HIR0 air strike on the 7th. 


In South Pacific further details came in of night 
action previously mentioned, but results are still obscure. 

There were air strikes on BALLALE and KAHILI. Enemy launched 
heavy air attack on REHDOVA at 1345 (-11). 9 Zeros and 3 
medium bombers were knocked down, with one of our F4L T 's miss¬ 
ing. Apparently land operations are progressing satisfactorily. 
Enemy has numerous submarines in NE’V GOEOGIA Area, some of 
midget type. 


ComSoPac’s 070626 is his summary. 

ComSoPac's 070000 (pink) is a plea for more fighter 
aircraft in his area. 


July 7th . (Oahu Date) 


O v 



No activity in North Pacific because of fog. The air 
strike on PARAMUSHIRO was postponed because of terminal weather. 

In South Pacific, ComSoPac’s summary not received. 

Rear Adm. Merrill swept up NE'.7 GEORGIA STRAIT and encountered 
no surface craft. He was shadowed by an enemy plane. Daylight 
plane sweeps in same area revealed no enemy ships. 

CTF 31 (Rear Adm. Turner) 080121 is a summary of mil¬ 
itary situation. Col. Liversedge at RICE ANCHORAGE, KULA GULF 
appears to have lost touch with his seniors, and some concern 
is felt for his supplies. 


ComSoPac’s 010443 reviews his exchange of disoatches 
with G.O.C. New Zealand Military Forces re New Zealand divisional 
organization. 


CinCPac’s 080441 pink will sail ENTERPRISE to PUGET 
SOUND on 14 July to complete by 30 October, unless otherwise 
directed. 

mssm @ 

> 
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July 8th . (Oahu Date) 

Again PARAMUSHIRO air raid was Dostnoned because of 
weather. No usual summary of events from North Pacific. 

ComSoPac’s 0809A7 is his summary for the 7 th (- 11 ) 
and his 090600 for the 8 th (-11). Col. Liversedge in the RICE 
ANCHORAGE was in communication with a plane and supplies will 
be dropped for him. 

ComSoPac’s 090502 pink contains his plan to place a 
corps commander in command at NEW GEORGIA of all ground forces 
and attached naval units at an appropriate time. 

The increasing destruction of enemy tankers by our 
submarines is gratifying. 

—" (s) 



July 9th. (Oahu Date) 

ComNorPac’s summary for both 8 th and 9th indicated 
nothing unusual - fog interfered with operations both days. 

9 medium and 8 additional PEY’s began basing at ATTU. SHEI.IYA 
medium bomber strip is now 88/0 complete. Apparently the PARA¬ 
MUSHIRO air strike is still held up by weather. 

In SoPac the bombardment by T.G. 36.2 is postponed 
to night 11-12 (-11) due to Hester not being in desired*position 
for the assault. No summary from ComSoPac.^ CTP 31 - 100123 
in his summary for the 9th (-11). 

ComAIrPac’s 090455, CinCPac’s 100227 and CinCPac's 
100327 (all pink) are exploratory as regards getting more 
fighter aircraft for ComSoPac. 

CominCh 081210 informs that J.C.S. have reduced the 
category of defense in continental sea frontiers including 
Panama. This should operate to provide more personnel and 
material for fighting zones. 

Major General Alexander Vandegrift, USMC relieved 
Major General C.B. Vogel, USMC as 1st MarAmphCorps in SoPac. 

(V ® 
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July 10th . ($ehu Date) 

ComNorPac’s 110911 is his sumnary. 8 planes dropped 
bombs on PARAMUSHIRO STRAITS Area in d.r. run from Cape Lapatka 
because of heavy overcast - results not observed, and returned 
safely to base. Our aircraft struck heavily and turned back a 
four ship convoy headed for KISKA well to the westward of the 
latter place. One ship was sunk, one badly damaged, and two 



ComSoPac’s 100600 is his summary. Events are shaping 
for MUNDA assault tomorrow. 

ComSoPac’s 110421 (pink) is a proposed modification 
of his minor strategy in NEW GEORGIA involving a by-pass of 
VILA. He asks for comment from CTF 31 and ComAirSoPac. It 
appears both suitable and feasible. 

Two of our subs apparently severely damaged an XAV 

and XCL. 


PERMIT in a highly successful cruise against enemy 
unfortunately sunk a Russian trawler, killing 2 people. She 
will be directed to a port in the ALEUTIAN Chain to turn over 
survivors. 



July 11th. (Cahu Date) 

ComNorPac’s 112055 and 120929 are his summary for 
the 11th (/lO). 5 Liberators making a second attack on PARA- 

MUSHIRU were forced back by weather 200 miles short of goal. 

No sumnary from ComSoPac. The MUNDA bombardment by 
Rear Adm. Merrill was carried out according to plan. Col. 

Liversedge seems to have the Rice Anchorage - Enogai - Bairoko 
area in hand. No news of the expected assault on MUNDA. 

CinCPac 112347 (pink) informs CominCh of airmailed 
reply to his 021437 re command and staff organization of CinCPac. 

ComNorPac 120015 (pink) gives as his opinion no CVE 
necessary for KISKA operation. /o 
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July 12th . 

Activities in North Pacific were nil because of fog. 

In South Pacific fairly complete details were re¬ 
ceived of TG 36.1 (R.Adm. Ainsworth) night encounter, early 
morning 13th (-11) HONOLULU and ST. LOUIS each received a 
torpedo hit forward, LEANDER one amidships, and GWIN was ul¬ 
timately sunk as result of after engine room torpedo hit. 
Cruisers reached TULAGI. Damage to enemy unknown, but R.Adm. 
Ainsworth believes one cruiser and three destroyers sunk. 

AUSTRALIA and HOBART from 7th Fleet are to join Com- 
SoPac at suggestion General MacArthur. 



(Oahu Date) 


News of ground activity is scant. 
July 13th . (Oahu Date) 

No news from North Pacific. 


0 


Com 3rd Fleet 130846 is his summary for the 12th (-11) 
and his 140447 for the 13 th (- 11 ). 


CTF 31 140240 gives the MUNDA ground forces situation. 
The grid map referred is not available. This dispatch of R.Adm. 
Turner indicates that he is confident of the ultimate taking of 
MUNDA by ear marking defense forces for the place on its capture. 
It would appear we have now 9 to 10,000 troops about equally 
divided northeast and east of the MUNDA field. 

Com 3rd Fleet 140406 pink requests replacements for 
his damaged cruisers. 

CominCh 132058 pink orders return of VICTORIOUS to U-K 
to start not later than 1 August. 

CinCPac 132137 pink allocates area south of TRUK to 
ComSoPac for his submarine operations. 


G 
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July 14th . (Oahu Date) 

No news of importance from North Pacific. 

CTF 31 - 150254 is a summary of the ground situation 

at MUNDA. 

ComAirSols 151245 describes repulse of enemy air at¬ 
tack on RENDOVA with claims of shooting down 30 zeros and 15 
medium bombers with only 3 of our pilots missing. Evidence 
accumulates of aoparent decreasing skill on part of enemy 
aviators. 

R.Adm. T. S. Wilkinson relieved R.Adm. R. K. Turner 
in command of AmphibFor SoPac. 



CinCPac’s 150005 pink is his reply to Com 3rd Fleet’s 
request for cruiser replacements. 




July 15t h. (Oahu Date) 


ComNorPac’s 150629 is his summary for the 14th (/10). 
MONAGHAN bombarded GERTRUDE COVE, KISKA. ComNorPac's 160913 
is his summary for the 15th (/10). KISKA continues to be bom¬ 
barded from sea and air. 




Summaries are slow getting in from ComSoPac. Com3rd- 
Flt's 150547 is his for the 14th (-11). On 15th (-11) land op¬ 
erations NEW GEORGIA passed to Army Command, Major General Gris¬ 
wold. A task group of DD’s and APD’s successfully evacuated a 
large party (15 officers and 162 men), survivors from HELENA on 
VELLA LAVELLA plus 16 prisoners. Ships saw Jap naval personnel 
in water who resisted capture. 


Our subs to north of TRUK were unsuccessful in hitting 
enemy carrier s , bound there. 

A. 


ComlnCh 141300 (pink) 
planes from Army for SoPac. 


states his views re asking more 





1620 











-SECRET_ 

July 16th. 

ComNorPac’s 170639 Is his summary for the 16th (/10). 
Operations hampered by fog. 

In South Pacific CHINCOTEAGUE heavily bombed south of 
VANIKORO by enemy air probably from NAURU. 

CTF 31's 170422 is his summary of ground operations 
for the 16th (-11) in MUNDA area. Com3rdFlt 160545 is his sum¬ 
mary of the 15th (-11). 

A very heavy air strike on KAHILI shipping from 0920 - 
0940 on the 16th (-11) resulted in sinking following enemy ships: 
1 CL or DL, 2 DDs, 1 PC, 2 AKs, 1 AO and 1 AK damaged and beached 
according to preliminary report. Enemy lost 44 Zeros and we have 
5 planes missing. 

July 17th, (Oahu Date) 

DesRon 22 attacked three enemy DDs in the Vella Gulf 
and reports one enemy DD possibly sunk. This was a daylight 
action but the time of day was not reported. During the day 
large air strikes were made in the MUNDA Area to support the 
ground forces. A large air strike was made against shore posi¬ 
tions and shipping in the Buin Area at 0930 (-11) the 18th. 

One AK was reported sunk and 2 DD and 1 AK hit by bombs. 13 
Zeros were shot down, and our loss was 4 VF. LST 342 was sunk 
by enemy torpedoes on the 18th off Wickham (New Georgia). The 
CHINCOTEAGUE was badly damaged by bombs in the New Georgia Area 
but may be saved. 

The THRESHER reported sinking 20000 tons and damaging 
19000 tons of enemy shipping while on patrol in the Philippine 
Area. 





(Oahu Da te) 
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In the North Pacific plans are underway to bomb PARA- 
MUSHIRO tomorrow. Three flights will be made, the first taking 
off from ATTU at 0500. The GILLIS, TEAL, and CASCO will assist 
the planes. 


The Central Pacific was 
There were no new enemy 
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July 18th . 




(Oahu Date) 


% 




At 0830 (-11) 19th 20 SBD and 18 TBF attacked enemy 
positions north of MUNDA. Com 3rd Fit 190552 is an operation 
summary for the 18th (-11). Between 0137 and 0239 (- 11 ) 19 th 
9 B-17s attacked in the BUIN area. 


The CHINC0TEAGUE is being towed to port by the SONOMA. 
There was doubt yesterday as to whether or not she could be 
saved. 


The planned strikes were made on PARAMUSHIR0 from ATTU 
today. The S-35 reports two hits in a cannery ship off the 
west coast of KAMCHATKA. If this is a Jap ship it would indi¬ 
cate Jap fishing in the Sea of OKHOTSK. 


There are continued evidence of enemy reenforcements 
to the SOLOMONS, but no change in major Jap units. __ 

July 19th . (Oahu Date) 


A Tokyo Express of 3 CL, 6 DD, 2 APs were sighted by 
search planes in the VELLA GULF shortly after midnight the 20th 
(-11). The following morning the Express was attacked by our 
bombers and fighters. Reported results follow - 1 CL sunk, 

2 DD sunk, 1 DD probably sunk, 1 DD and 1 AP sunk; four own 
bombers were lost. It is doubtful if the cruiser was sunk. 
Between 0030 and 0258 (-11) 20th 18 B-24s attack KIHILI. At 
1610 (-11) 20th 36 VBM attacked enemy gun position near LAMBETI 
(NEW GEORGIA) in support of ground troops. 


The HOBART was hit by a sub torpedo at 2000 (-11) 20th 
about 150 miles west of ESPIRITU SANTO. Last reports indicate 
the ship proceeding to ESPIRITU at 7 knots. This again raises 
the question of surface vessels patrolling a line in known sub¬ 
marine waters. The fast BBs and two CVs are proceeding to a 
point 250 miles south of the RUSSELLS. Why this move is being 
made is not clear as information here does not show suitable 
targets for suchAformidable force in or near the North CORAL 
SEA or the SOLOMONS SEA. Enemy submarine activities continue 
along our lines of communication between ESPIRITU and NEW GEORGIA. 


Troops continue pressure on the MUNDA area but no sub¬ 
stantial gains are reported. Reenforcements are planned to 
REND0VA from GUADALCANAL the night of the 20th-21st (-11). 
Little troop activity is reported in the HU0N GULF area. Evi¬ 
dently the NEW GUINEA operation is not underway in force now. 
No recent reoorts have been received regarding progress in 
KIRIWINA and WOODLARK. 


As a result of recent enemy action Admiral Halsey sent 
his 200041 and 192349 both pink requesting DDs and SSs. Com 
7th Fleet 190821 pink requests DDs 
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July 19th . (Oahu Date) (Continued) 

Funafuti was raided by three enemy bombers last night. 
Only slight damage was reported. 

The DELLWOOD grounded while laying a cable between 
SHEMYA and ATTU today. Salvage seems probable. Bad weather 
in the western ALEUTIANS prevented air operations. 

© (V> 


July 20th. (Oahu Date) 

The South Pacific Area was comparatively quiet today. 
HOBART is making satisfactory progress toward ESPIRITU SANTO. 
Because the power lead in the cruiser floating drydock at 
ESPIRITU grounded out when preparing to dock the ST. LOUIS, 
two weeks delay may be expected in docking the cruisers damaged 
recently in the NEW GEORGIA area. 

The Central Pacific was quiet. The ground reconnais¬ 
sance of the Ellice Islands has been completed and members of 
the reconnaissance party are now at CinCPac headquarters with 
their report. There seems to be good possibility of construct¬ 
ing an air strip at both NUKUFETAU and NANOMEA. 

Rear Admiral Turner has arrived At Pearl and will start 
work at once on Central Pacific operations. The Joint Chiefs of 
Staff met today and may consider Central Pacific Operations. Al¬ 
though no directive has been received from the JCofS, plans are 
going ahead for the seizure of the MARSHALLS. 

CinCPac 21011S (pink) states that no additional Pac 
Fleet subs can be sent to the SoPac as requested yesterday. 

The DELLWOOD sank early this morning in the ATTU area. 
Two DDs bombarded KISKA at 0200 (/10) today. Results were not 
observed. Further bombardment plans are in ComNorPac 210055. 
Photos of PARAMUSKIRO show 1 CA, 3 CLs, 10 DDs.-PC's, 4 AK at 
the naval anchorage; and 6 DDs-PCs, 6 AKs and about 75 fishing 
boats at KATOAKA. 
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July 21st , 




(Oahu 






The summary of operations in the MUNDA area is contained 
in CTF 31 220307. The Army troops seem incapable of further of¬ 
fensive operations until the 25 th (-11) which probably is due to 
exhaustion from jungle fighting because they are not battle season¬ 
ed troops. A large group of our Dianes attack shipping in the 
BUIN area at 1600 (-11) 22nd and report sinking 1 ACV and hitting 
1 DD. At 1624 (-11) 22nd 16 Army VBH attacked 1 cruiser or DL 
and 2 DD in the BUIN area. Results were not observed. 


Captain E.A.M. Gendreau (MC) USN, Fleet Surgeon, was 
killed in action as a result of an enemy dive bombing raid at 
RENDOVA on the afternoon of the 21st (-11). 


A minor raid was made by the enemy on FUNAFUTI at 0545 
(/12) 21st. 


Our submarines continue to make successful attacks on 
enemy shiDping. The SAWFISH reports sinking one and damaging two 
ships of a convoy for 24,000 tons in Empire Waters; and the HADDOCK 
reports hitting all four ships of a troop laden convoy north of 
the PELEWS. 


JCS 202204 pink is a directive for operations in the 
GILBERTS and NAURU. 


The INDIANA and VICTORIOUS have been directed to proceed 
to PEARL. The INDIANA will go to the NYPH for additional AA guns 
and the VICTORIOUS will proceed to U-K via the PANAMA CANAL and 
East Coast of U.S.A. 

C. G. SAMOA has been asked by MarCorps what personnel and 
equipment is necessary for the early movement and operations of 
the 22nd Marines and the 2nd, 7th, and 8th Defense Battalions. 

There were no new enemy developments. 

July 22nd . (Oahu Date) ^ 

An attempt will be made to land supplies tonight at EN0GAI 
by APDs and DDs. TF 36.2 will cover. Com 3rd Fleet has issued a 
directive relieving DDs in TF 31. This should be completed by 1 
August. Summary of operations in the MUNDA area is contained in 
CTF 31 230420. 

A coordinated bombardment was made on targets on KISKA by 
TG of BBs, cruisers and DDs. Weather was good. Bombing missions 
were also carried out against KISKA targets. 

- Continued - 
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July 22nd . 




(Oahu Date) 



- Continued 



Our submarines continue to make successful attacks on 
enemy shipping. TROUT reports sinking an AO and damaging an AK 
in EAST INDIES waters. 


VD-3, basing at FUNAFUTI, will make a reconnaissance of 
OCEAN ISLAND about 26 July. (-11). 

Maj. Gen. Price, CG SAMOA, arrived at PEARL for conference 
on Central Pacific operations. 

In his 222230 pink Admiral Halsey requests that the 
WASHINGTON be sent to the SOPAC prior to the release of the 
INDIANA. 


Com 3rd Fleet, in reply to CinCPac 210119 stated that 
additional areas south of TRUK are not desired. 


ComAirSoPac 222112 pink discusses return of certain avi¬ 
ation units from SOPAC for Central Pacific Operations. 


There were no new enemy developments. 
July 23rd . (Oahu Date) 


O* & 


ComSoPac 240532 is a summary of operations in the MUNDA 
area. During last night troop reenforcements were successfully 
landed at ENOGAI and casualties evacuated. Two large air strikes 
were made in the MUNDA area during the day, one of which was in 
direct support of our troops in NEW GEORGIA. 

CinCPac 240115 requests ComSoPac comment on a proposal 
to use the 19th replacement battalion to bring the 22nd Marines 
at SAMOA un to comDlement. CinCPac 240221 states that MAG-13 is 
no longer available to ComSoPac. 


The INDIANA will be sailed north as previously directed. 
Admiral Halsey estimates that Jap strength in TRUK area by mid- 
August will require great surface strength available to him. 
Decision is pending regarding the relief of the INDIANA by the 
WASHINGTON. CinCPac 232131 pink and ComSoPac 2-H <-pink. 

The TINOSA reported 12 torpedo hits in the TONAN MARU 
#3. For some reason only one torpedo exploded. 

Com 3rd Fleet 230400 pink is a reorganization of SOPAC 

forces. 


The RUNNER, which had been ordered to patrol in Empire 
waters is overdue, and must be presumed lost. 

(sy 
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July 24th. (Oahu Date). 

Two very large air attacks were made by a total of 250 
of our planes on enemy positions in the MUNDA area during the 
day. Our DDs also bombarded the area. No report has been re¬ 
ceived regarding troop action although an offensive was planned 
for today. CTF 31 250158 is a summary for the day of the NEW 
GEORGIA operation. 

6 B-24s attacked WAKE today. One was lost by enemy 
action near WAKE and another crashed on landing at MIDWAY. The 
enemy was alerted and intercepted the bombers with about 22 VPs. 
AA fire was heavy and accurate. 

The PORPOISE reports sinking 17000 tons enemy shipping 
while on patrol in the MARSHALLS. 

The North and Central Pacific areas were quiet. 

The agenda for the next CinCPac-CominCh conference has 
been received. CominCh 241558 (pink). 

July 25th. (Oahu Date). 

The NEW GEORGIA area was generally quiet. Final push 
on MUNDA was scheduled for yesterday but no report has been re¬ 
ceived as to progress. Jap VF T s and VB’s intercepted our patrol 
dive bombed and strafed REKDOVA Beach but no reports have as yet 
been received. 8 Zeros were shot down. We lost 2 P-39's and 
4 P-40(s. CTF 31*s 260445 is a summary of the day's activities. 

Bombing of KISKA was resumed 24 July (/lO) with 15-g- 
tons falling on various targets. There seems to be some surface 
activity in the area but details are now lacking. Some enemy 
attempt may be made to reinforce KISKA. 

12 B-24's are scheduled to leave MIDWAY for a bombing 
mission against WAKE at 1645Z/26. 

The Central Pacific area was generally quiet. 

CinCPac 252007 requests CTF 16 plans in the North Pa¬ 
cific after the KISKA operation. 

CominCh's 251735 states that the SOUTH DOKOTA and 
ALABAMA plus BIRMINGHAM will proceed to the Pacific in the next 
month or so. 



Our lack of radio security of plane movements makes it 
possible for the enemy to get valuable information. Corrective 
steps are being taken. 


















Our bombers made heavy raids against the MUNDA area. 
Ground forces are advancing slowly. No report of casualties 
has yet been received. Com 3rd Fleet 260558 and 270622 report 
events in the general area. Photos show what apoears to be a 
concentration of air strength at KAHILI. 

Our submarines are still active. HADDOCK attacked 
two loaded tankers and forced them to return to PALAU, damaging 
one. 
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July 26th (Oahu Date) 


TG 16.7 fired on radar targets west of AMCHITKA for 
40 minutes. 13 bombing missions dropped 108 tons of assorted 
bombs on various KISKA targets. 


4 B-24's from MIDWAY carried out another bombing 
mission against WAKE. AA was accurate and intense. 20-30 
zeros intercepted of which 9 were shot down with 4 more probables 
and 5 damaged. Enemy pilots seemed to be experienced and highly 
trained. 


CinCPac 270455 (Pink) informs Admiral 
of plans for occupations in the ELLICE ISLANDS. 


July 27th (Oahu Date) 


Ring and Halsey 



Our planes attacked both the MUNDA area and 
VILA today. Aside from these, no activity has been reported 
from the NEW GEORGIA area. 


Our submarines still make encouraging reports. 
SAWFISH reports sinking 26000 tons and damaging 18000 during 
a recent patrol in the China Sea. Among those sunk was a 
loaded AP. 



Six bombing missions were able to operate today 
against KISKA. There are no indications of any enemy surface 
forces in the Alaskan Area, but our forces are operating upon 
the assumption that they are still within striking distance. 

The Pacific areas were quiet. 

CinCPac 281941 pink Is a directive to CG Samoa 
for the ELLICE ISLAND operation. 


move of 
CinCPac 


Cominch 272310 pink requests 
6 APA and 2 AKA to the Pacific. 
282135. 


recommendations for a 
This was answered in 


1 
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July 28th (Oahu Date) 

Light bombing and strafing raids were the only air 
activity reported in the NEW GEORGIA area. No report of the 
general area has been received. A heavy air strike against 
BUIN shipping and KAHILI was postponed a day or two because 
of weather. 


No report of the Alaskan area has been received. 

That area seems quiet. 

The Pacific Ocean is generally quiet. 

(Pink) 231941 CinCPac \to \Cfon3®n Samoa is a directive 
to occupy and defend NUKUFETAU^jrkH\NATTOMEA in the ELLICE ISLANDS. 

(Pink) 232135 CinCPac to CominCh recommends certain 
troop movements from the East to West Coast and from the West * 

Coast to Pearl in conjunction with the proposed assignment of 'rthj 

APA’s and AKA's to CinCPac as advised in (pink) CominCh 272310 
to CinCPac. ^ 

July 29th (Oahu Date) 


The only air activity in the NEW GEORGIA area con¬ 
sisted of two bombing raids on the v/est shore of Bflusroko. Two 
APC's delivered supplies to Enogai without incident. The con¬ 
dition of the ground forces is somewhat static with some success 
by tanks and flame throwers. The line of the 43rd division is 
approximately north and south. 


Activity in the Alaskan area was greatly curtailed be¬ 
cause of weather. Patrol plane radar contact disclosed 7 pos¬ 
sible ships Southwest of ATTU at 53-2G N, 167-30 E. Fog prevented 
any sightings. This may be an attempt to reinforce KI5KA. 

(Pink) 300250, ComGen Samoa to MarCorps states the 
strength of the various units under his command. 

(Pink) 291850, ComWesSeaFron to ComNorPac announces fa 
the sailing of T.G. 51.2. 

C. 
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July 30th (Oahu Date) 





Our planes heavily bombed MUNDA POINT and GURASAI on one 
mission and 3ALLALE ISLAND on another. Col. Liversedge has taken 
up a defensive position and is restricting movements to aggressive 
local patrols. Com 3rd Fleet 310636 contains a summary of ground 
operations. 


Offensive air operations against KI3KA were curtailed 
because of weather. Searches were also curtailed. FARRAGUT and 
HULL bombarded targets on KISKA with no return fire. 

ComSoPac 310052 (pink) gives some changes in his directive 
to the ground forces in the operations against NEW GEORGIA. 

CominCh 302157 (pink) designates the 27 th Army Division 
for the proposed operations against the GILBERTS and MARSHALLS. t 

July 31st (Oahu Date) 

Activity in South Pacific confined primarily to two heavy 
bombings of MUNDA area and one of the VILA STANMORE area. Little 
change in the ground situation except for movement at one point of 
our eastern attack force to within 1500 yards of MUNDA airfield. 






All air activity in the ALASKAN area stopped because of 

weather. 


KISKA radio not heard since 29 th. This may indicate either 
destruction of radio facilities by bombardments or bombing or the 
possible evacuation of the KISKA garrison radio personnel. 


Other than above Pacific Ocean Areas were quiet. 


Com 3rd Fleet 310630 and 310641 
SoPac Task Forces. 


contain reorganization of 
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There was much air activity in the NEW GEORGIA area today. 
Heavy raids were carried out against KAHILI, BAIROKO HARBOR and 
WEBSTER COVE. PTs and DDs operated in BLANCHE CHANNEL during the 
night. ComGen SoPac 010440 is a general summary of events in the 
area. 

Our submarines are still active. POGY reports scoring 
2 hits on an XAV in the Mandates. 

Air activity was confined to one radar controlled raid on 
KISKA because of weather. KISKA radio continues silent. 


The Pacific Ocean Areas were quiet 


011359 (pink) CinCLant to CinCPac announces the arrival of 
BIRMINGHAM, ALABAMA and SOUTH DAKOTA and 5 DD at t 1 " 
about 24 August. 



2 August (Oahu Date) 


Little has happened afloat in the NEW GEORGIA area. Ashore 


the 43rd Division has advanced on the left to the east end of the 
MUNDA airfield while the right has occupied BI30L0 HILL. The 37th 
Division is advancing along the entire line against stiffening 
resistance. No reports have been received concerning air activity. 


Two air missions bombed targets on KISKA. Battleships and 


cruisers, escorted by destroyers carried out an hour’s bombardment 
of KISKA targets while two destroyers carried out a later bombard¬ 
ment of the same targets. ComNorPac’s four part 021041 (not herein) 
is a summary of activities in the Alaskan Area for the month of 
July. 


The Pacific Ocean Areas were generally quiet. 


030915 (pink) ComNorPac to CinCPac sets D-Day for COTTAGE 
as 24 August which he considers is the earliest practicable date. 
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3 August (Oahu Date) 


Admiral Nimitz returned to PEARL from a CominCh-CinCPac 
conference at SAN FRANCISCO. 


Our PTs were active in BLACKETT STRAIT during the night, 
reporting several torpedo hits on enemy DDs. Our ground forces 
are advancing against strong enemy resistance. A combat patrol 
went through from ENOGAI to the southern lines today without 
meeting enemy resistance. 


Our planes bombed TARAWA on 28 July with no definite 
results reported. 


Area. 


No report has been received of any action in the ALEUTIAN 

Centval 


The ^Pacific Ocean Area is generally quiet. 

040708 (pink) Com 3rd Fleet to CinCPac offers suggestions 
for administration of certain areas in the Pacific. 


CinCPac 032211 (pink) expresses the necessity of meeting 
the COTTAGE target date (See ComNorPac 030915 noted yesterday)." . 

There were no new enemy developments. 

O' 

4 August (Oahu Date) 


Our planes have been active in the NEW GEORGIA Area, staging 
a bombing raid on REKATA while our VFs intercepted a large number of 
Zeros over REND0VA. These latter were driven off with heavy losses. 
Our loss was very light. Ground forces made better progress today. 
The Japs are now surrounded in the MUNDA area. It is planned to 
send the 35th Infantry to NEW GEORGIA, arriving 8 August. General 
Harmon returned to K0LI POINT this morning. 


Heavy bombing attacks have been carried out against KI3KA 
yesterday and today. Antiaircraft fire on the island seems progres¬ 
sively weaker. 


USS TUNA and USS GROUPER arrived in BRISBANE within the 
last week. Each reported having been depth charged by friendly 
planes in the S0L0M0NS-NEW GUINEA Area, which resulted in considerable 
minor damage. 

The Pacific Ocean Areas were generally quiet. 

Cominch has requested NARWHAL or NAUTILUS for operations in 
the Western Pacific. It is tentatively planned to have NAUTILUS 
available to ComSoPac by 1 October for this operation. 


IB 
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4 August (Oahu Date) (Cont'd) 


Rear Admiral C.H. McMorris relieved Vice Admiral R.A. 
Spruance as Chief of Staff and Deputy CinCPac. Vice Admiral 
Spruance assumed command of the Central Pacific Force. 

050432 (pink) Com 3rd Fleet to CinOSowesPac discusses 
the transfer of four submarines from TF 72 to TF71. 


ComNor^ac to CinCPac 050931 (pink;) discusses D-uay for 
the Operation against KISKA. CominCh concurs with CinCPac that 
D-day should not be postponed. 


CinCPac to CominCh 032125 (pink) requests that twenty 
small landing craft for use during Central Pacific Operations 
be obtained from the Army. 


5 August (Oahu Date) 





The MUNDA airfield has been captured after 12 days fighting. 
Mopping up operations are now in progress. There are 1671 known 
Jap killed, 25 prisoners. Limited air activity continued in the 
area. 


Bombing of KISKA continued with one mission of B-24s today. 
Photos show large scale damage to buildings including the 2 radio 
stations. This may account for the absence of any KISKA radio on 
the air as recently noted herein. DDs again bombarded KISKA targets. 

PETO reports sinking a naval auxiliary and damaging an AO 
during a recent patrol north of the BISMARCK ARCHIPELAGO. 

CinCPac to PacFleet 050301 designates the Central Pacific 
Force as Task Force 10 and lists its initial composition. 

More aircraft are needed in the continental U.S. for train¬ 
ing and forming new units. All shipments must be curtailed as much 
as possible commensurate with the need for combat replacements. It 
is impractical to divert VFs for support and formation of additional 
NEW ZEALAND units. 

CinCPac. to ComGenHawDept 052217 (pink) is a directive to 
make preparations to occupy and defend BAKER ISLAND. 

CinCPac to CominCh 060159 (pink) requests relief as soon as 
possible for Marines in SAMOA to permit their use in GILBERT-NAURU 
operations. 

CinCPac to CominCh 060341 (pink) requests action on changes 
in amphibious forces in the Pacific. 

The Pacific Ocean Areas were generally quiet. 

CinCPac 052255 pink and ComNorPac 050110 pink discuss 
for COTTAGE. 
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6 August (Oahu Date) 

Our planes bombed REKATA BAY heavily. All AA was reported 
silenced in the target area. T.G. 31.2 engaged 4 enemy ships, in¬ 
cluding a cruiser, in VELLA GULF and reported definitely sinking 
3 with the fourth probable. We suffered no damage or casualties. 
MUNDA airfield is now being cleaned and repaired and should soon 
be in operation. The 25 th Division is advancing northward and 
may develop enemy contacts. 

Searches operated from ADAK and ATTU. No bombing missions 
operated against KISKA. Two of our DD’s bombarded KISKA targets, 
each firing 50 rounds. No damage or casualties were sustained, as 
the enemy did not return the fire. Hits were reported in the tar¬ 
get area. 

The Pacific Ocean areas were generally quiet. 

CominOh to GinOPac 061952 discusses the movement of the 
6th Division. 

VCNO to Com-11, Com-15 061940 (pink) announces the depar¬ 
ture of troops and transports from NORFOLK on 24 August for SAN 
DIEGO. 


CinCPac to CominCh 062221 (pink) requests the movement 
of LOT’S to FUNAFUTI. 


CinCPac to CominCh 061945 (pink) suggests employment of 
BARACUDA, BONITA, and BASS to supply Filipino guerillas. 


NANDI. 

7 August 


ComSoPac 070551 gives estimates to move 2nd MarDiv to 
(Oahu Date) 


Our planes carried out two large bombing missions, one 
against BAIR0K0 Harbor and the other against VILA. Many hits were 
reported. A large force of lap planes attacked RENDOVA but were 
driven off. One hit was reported on an army hospital which killed 
6. There has been no report of ground activities. 


Weather prevented any missions against KISKA. Searches 
were carried out by radar plane from ADAK. 


A large bombing mission operated against SALAMAUA. Many 
hits were reported. 

CNO to CinCPac 061940 (pink) discusses the shipment of 
DUKW’s to the SOPAC area. 
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A/vvvvajP inCPac to ComGen SAMOA 080145 (pink) requests an estimate 
of ib&B A dbroops needed to relieve those in SAMOA. 

It seems probable that CinC Combined and CinC 3rd are at 
TRUK. No major move of enemy surface craft is expected south of 
TRUK in the near future. 

CG HawDept requests authority to move Army troops 

in the Pacific, and that CG HawDept be designated CG Army Troops Q, 
Central Pacific. 

n 

8 August (Oahu Date) 

Our planes carried out heavy bombing raids against VILA 
airfields. REKATA BAY was strafed. Our ground forces are advanc¬ 
ing north of MUNDA although hampered by rain and bad terrain. Work 
on the MUNDA airfield progresses. 

Searches in ALASKA were curtailed and bombing missions 
against KISKA were cancelled because of weather. 2 DDs again 
bombarded KISKA targets with no return fire. S-30 reports sinking 
1 AK with another probable in the vicinity of ARAIDO off PARAMUSHIRO. 

CinCPac to CominCh 090043 gives an estimate of additional 
non-combatant shipping required to support planned Central Pacific 
Operations. 

CinCPac 082049 (pink) directs diversion of DUKW’s to FUNAFUTI 
and estimates of these for the future. 


The enemy continues to strengthen positions in the MARSHALLS 
and GILBERTS. . QjL 

9 August (Oahu Date) 

Our VFs intercepted and turned back a large force of VFs and 
VB(M)s over the REND0VA-NEV7 GEORGIA area. One flank of the ground 
forces encountered some frontal resistance 7000 yards N NW of MUNDA 
while the other flank made contact with Blue patrols on the BAIROKO 
River 4000 yards south of BAIROKO Harbor. 


No report has been received from the ALEUTIANS. 

ComGen SAMOA to CinCPac 091940 (pink) is an estimate of the 
Army forces needed to defend the SAMOAN Area. 

SubComServPac to VCNO 091806 (pink) discusses sending 
amphibious trucks to FUNAFUTI. 


ComSoPac to Comdt MarCor 100357 (pink) is a recommendation 
as to the relief of Lt.Gen. Vandegrift. „ 

, , , lb o G 

ComNorPac to CinCPac 100615 (oink) sets the D-Day for 

COTTAGE. Q, 
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10 August (Oahu Date) 




Air operations were restricted throughout the NEW GEORGIA 
area because of weather. A small formation of B-24s bombed REKATA. 
Ground forces in the MUNDA area continue to advance against stiffen¬ 
ing resistance. The right flank has joined elements of our northern 
force near the headwaters of the BAER0K0 River. / 

Heavy bombing was carried out against KISKA today. Our 
DDs also bombarded the usual targets. 9 B-24s are scheduled to 
attack PARAMUSHIRO tomorrow D hour to be designated later. 

CinCPac to CominCh 110611 discusses the availability of 
transports and cargo ships for the Pacific Fleet. 

CinCPac to ComNorPac 102215 (pink) requests an estimate as 
to completion of the COTTAGE Operation so that assault shipping used 
therein may be used in other Pacific Operations. 


ComSoPac to CinCPac and CinCSoWesPac 100112 (pink) discusses 
the occupation of VELLA LAVELLA and sets the target date. 


In answer to CominCh 071538 (pink) CinCPac 110631 (pink) 
withdraws suggestion contained in 061945 (herein) for V-type sub¬ 
marines for special mission in the Western Pacific. Cs 


11 August (Oahu Date) 



The MEW GEORGIA area was quiet. 




A mission of 9 B-24s bombed targets on PARAMUSHIRO. 5 of 
40 intercepting aircraft were shot down. 2 own planes failed to 
return. A lone reconnaissance plane made a nuisance raid on KISKA. 

The Pacific Ocean Areas were generally quiet. 


CinCPac 120455 (pink) requests comment of ComSoPac relative 
to the relief of Marines in SAMOA by Army troops. 


The Army at SAN FRANCISCO has been directed to transfer 20 
DUKW’s SubComServPac. 


CominCh has directed a NAUTILUS class submarine be made 
available to Com 7th Fleet by 1 November for a special mission in 
the Western Pacific. 

Navy Yard, Norfolk has been directed to prepare MONROVIA as 
an APA transport commander flagship and emergency.relief AGC. © 
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12 August (Oahu Date) 

Our planes continue heavy bombing of targets in the NEW 
GEORGIA area. Ground forces in the MUNDA area advanced yesterday 
and today, the left column making 1500 yards. 

KISKA. was bombed yesterday and today causing many fires 
and much smoke. FARRAGTJT bombarded KISKA during the night. 

BatDiv 9, composed of SOUTH DAKOTA and ALABAMA, was formed 
and ordered to procede to CANAL ZONE with DD escort about 20 August. 

ComSoPac has directed ComGen FMAC to use 19th replacement 
battalion for shortages in the 22nd Marines. 

CominCh 111902 gives the reorganization of amphibious forces 
effective 15 August. 

ComGenSoPac has requested the 298th infantry be diverted 
from SAMOA to ESPIRITU SANTO and that the 147th infantry remain at 
SAMOA. 129th Infantry less one battalion will be sent to GUADALCANAL 
by the same shipping. 

CinCPac 122245 (pink) discusses the shipping of 20 DUKW’s 
to FUNAFUTI and the'plans for providing them with crews. 

ComSoPac 130044 (pink) discusses the relief of Samoan 

Marines. 



There are indications that the enemy has withdrawn a good 
number of troops from KISKA. If this is so we can expect early 
release of NorPac forces. At present it is planned to leave the 
major part of the forces involved in the KISKA operation in the 
ALEUTIANS throughout next winter. They are thus ready for a move 
to the KURILES whenever the necessary means can be found for that 
thrust. 


13 August (Oahu Date) 



& 


Our planes were active in the NEW GE0RGIA-3HORTLANDS area 
making several heavy bombing raids on enemy targets. One enemy flight 
was intercepted and turned back over MUNDA. The APA JOHN PENN was 
sunk by enemy planes off GUADALCANAL early this evening. Ground 
troops are advancing to the northward in the MUNDA area. It is re¬ 
ported that the MUNDA airfield will be ready at 1500 (L)/14. 


Heavy bombing raids were carried out over KISKA today. 

Single DDs bombarded KISKA once yesterday and twice today. A cruiser 
force also carried out a heavy bombardment yesterday. 


An enemy VP was reported over HOWLAND today. 


0 ^ 
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13 August (Oahu Date) - Continued - 

CinCPac 132345 is a directive for the formation of the 
Amphibious Forces, Pacific Fleet and is effective 15 August. 

General DeWitt 132125 requests support of his proposal 
to keep assault troops in the ALEUTIANS. 


There were no new enemy developments. 


£a> 
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14 August (Oahu Date) 


Com 3rd Fleet 150540 reported the torpedoing of the 
Liberty ship M.E. DeYoung, southeast of SUVA. 

DD bombarded targets on KISKA. No further information 
has been received from the Aleutians. 

CinCPac 150715 (pink) recommends that assault troops 
in the Aleutians remain there after the KISKA operation. 

ComNorPac 140401 confirms D-Day for assault on KISKA 
as 15 August. 

ComNorPac 142137 (pink) gives estimates of departure 
of APA’s, AKA’s and LST’s from KISKA after COTTAGE. 

Chief of Staff 6017 15th discusses the authority of 
Lt. General Richardson regarding troop moves as ComGenCentPac. 
General Richardson has been designated Commanding General, Cen¬ 
tral Pacific Area. 

CominCh 111715 and CinCPac 140325 (pink) discuss the 

allocation of AK’s and AO’s for operations in the Central Pacific. & 

15 August (Oahu Date) 

About 4600 of our troops have landed at BARAK0MA on VELLA 
LA VELLA. Some air opposition was encountered. CAPE ESPERANCE re¬ 
ported being shelled, possibly by a submarine. 

lap planes have been.engaged by our PVs in the ELLICE IS. 
and driven off. Heavy explosions were reported to the eastward bv 
NAN0MEA. 

, Our troops commenced landing on KISKA today and are advanc¬ 

ing as planned against no opposition. Air support was not possible 
because of weather at the bases. Bombardment was carried out accord¬ 
ing to plan. Weather conditions were good on the beaches and com¬ 

plete tactical surprise was reported. 




(Continued) 
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15 August (Oahu Date) - Continued - 

VCNO 112125 (pink) and CinCPac 160337 (pink) discuss the 
shipment of DUKW’s to the Pacific area and the rates and conditions 
of future shipments. 

ComGen SAMOA 152255 (pink) describes guns and automatic 
weapons available to the 2nd, 5th, 7th and 8th defense battalions. 

The movement of a task force of APAs, AKAs and DEs from 
the Atlantic to the Pacific has been directed. These ships are 
expected to participate in future operations in the Central Pacific •a 


16 August (Oahu Date) 


(JA\ 


Our planes made several strikes in the NEW GEORGIA Area 
yesterday and today. The 25 th and 43rd divisions are advancing 
slowly in the MUNDA Area. Our DD’s were attacked by dive combers 
upon completion of unloading at BARAKONA and suffered some minor 
damage. Our PC’s were active in the VELLA LAVELLA-RENDOVA Area 
during the night. 

Landing of troops is proceeding on KISKA against no on- 
position. It is estimated there are now 7000 in the northern 
sector and 9000 in the southern. 

ComSoPac 160502 described the position of Deputy SoPac 
in the organization. 

U.S.S. VIRGO (AFA20) will be added to the convoy which 
departs from NORFOLK 24 August for SAN DIEGO and was reported in 
CNO’s 061941 (pink) herein. 

CominCh 161451 and 161452 (pink) discuss the allocation 
of cargo shins to NTS for Central Pacific Operations. 

(W- 

17 August (Oahu Date) 

Our DDs attacked Jap DDs and barges off VELLA LAVELLA and 
report damaging 2 out of 4 DDs with one possibly sunk. PTs were 
also active. There has been no change in the position of ground 
troops. 

Landing of troops continues on KISKA with no opposition 
having been encountered, although all former enemy positions have 
been reconnoitered. Mine sweening of VEGA BAY has been completed 
with negative results. Our transports will complete unloading at 
KISKA Harbor and GERTRUDE COVE. 

ComGen SAMOA 172302 (pink) postpones D-day for NAN0MEA 
about 10 days. 

CominCh 171901 (pink) discusses the schedule of West Coast 
Amphibious Training. 

1G38 


(Continued) 




















■ggf^Ti’T 




17 August (Oahu Date) 


declassified 

- Continued - 




A force of 6 BB, 6 CV, 5 CA, 6 CL, 16 DD is now believed 
at TRUK. If the Japs are going to make a raid in force against our 
outlying positions, their chances of success are much better now 
than they will be later when the Central Pacific Force is organized 
and functioning. A raid on MIEWAY, for example, seems within enemy\Q 
capabilities at the present. ^ 

&IU*- 


18 August (Oahu Date) 

Our troops are slowly advancing on EAANGA Island in the 
New Georgia Group, while the 25th Division is preparing to make a 
final assault on BAIROKO, / 

The fantail of the U.S.S. ABNER READ was blown off by an 
unexplained under water explosion while she was patrolling off 
KISKA. The ship is now proceeding to ADAK in tow, 61 are reported 
missing and 26 injured. Patrols continued to search KISKA for 
Japs but none have been encountered yet. A landing was made on 
Little.Kiska today with similar results. Buildings on KISKA had 
been hit and sizeable amounts of ammunition and supplies were found. 
KISKA Harbor is being swept for mines. All planes were grounded 
because of the weather. 

CinCPac 182357 is a plan for the movement of LST*s and 
APA’s in the Pacific. 


CinCPac 182203 (pink) discusses equipment of defense bat¬ 
talions. 


CinCPac 190317 (pink) requests information relative to 
the supply of APA ’ s and AIOV’s to be used in future operations in 
the Pacific. 

-- 


19 August (Oahu Date) 


Our DDs and air have been engaged in minor activity in the 
Nil'll GEGRGIA-CHOISEUL area. The 43rd Division is now engaged in 
flanking operations against hostile resistance on BAANGA Island. The 
25th A reports no contact after active patrolling. Operations against 
BAIROKO now scheduled to start 21 August. 

KISKA is now considered in our hands weeks ahead of schedule 
with no Japs contacted. Patrolling continues. Booby traps and mines 
were reported in South Head area. Southern transports continue un¬ 
loading at GERTRUDE COVE while northern transports are en route to 
KISKA HARBOR. Reconnaissance in force on SEGULA ISLAND indicates 
same situation as on KISKA. 


CominCh 191758 (pink) directs the return of 1st Special 
Service Force from ALASKA to the U.S. 


- Continued - 
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19 August (Oahu Date) - Continued - 

CinCPac 200031 and 200045 (pink:) discuss the return of 
certain ships from ALASKA for repairs. 

VCNO 191825 (pink) discusses the organization and training 
of proper components for operations in the Central Pacific. 


CinCPac has approved a letter to CominCh regarding a speed¬ 
up of the Pacific Campaign. 

Outline plans for the seizure of the MARSHALLS have been 
completed and will be delivered to CominCh 23 August. 


Steps are underway to improve logistic planning. 
20 August (Oahu Date) 



Blue ground reinforcements have arrived at BARAK0MA on 
NEW GEORGIA. PTs operated against barges last night and sank one 
between VILA and BAIR0K0. No general report has been received from 
the South Pacific. 


Activity at KISKA was confined to unloading transports and 
mine sweeping. Weather prevented air searches. 

The Pacific Ocean areas were generally quiet. 

CominCh 210820 (pink) directs the reassignment of certain 
troops from IciSKA to the Central Pacific subject to CinCPac concur¬ 
rence . 

ComSoPac 210111 (pink) answers CinCPac 190317 (pink) 
relative to the former supplying APAs and AKAs for the movement of 
troops and supplies for Central Pacific operations. 

CominCh 210252 (pink) aporoves of the reassignment and 
reduction of surface force in North Pacific previously recommended 
by CinCPac 200031 (pink) herein. 
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21 August 
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(Oahu Date) 





There was very little activity in the NEW GEORGIA area 
except for operations of some PTs against barges around VELLA LA- 
VELLA. 


There have been reports indicating probable presence of 
lap submarines off OAHU. 

The Pacific Ocean Areas were generally quiet, except for 
definite sighting of enemy surface vessel with large superstructure 
and nossible escort, by one of our submarines in latitude 30°-44' N 
longitude 177-30’ E (310 miles NW of MIDWAY). 

ComGen SAMOA 212006 reports administrative changes of 
Marine units under his command. 

ComNorPac 220847 and 220936 (pink) discuss a Dossible 
operation against PARAMUSHIR0. 

CinCPac 220211, 212345 and 220445 (all pink) direct the 
movement of certain Army and Navy units from the ALEUTIAN area. 

CinCPac 220215 (pink) discusses the use of hospital 
facilities in the South Pacific Area. 

22 August (Oahu Date) / 


Activity in the NEW GE0RGIA-V3LIA LAVELLA area consisted of routine 
patrols and minor operations against Jap barges. Many of these latter were 
attacked and some sunk. The 25th division is patrolling actively preparatory 
to its attack on BAIROKO. The 43rd division captured 2—5” Jap guns during its 
occupation of BAANGA ISLAND. Artillery has been set up at ZIETA. 

ComNorPac 230651 is a daily summary of KISKA operations. 

Com 7th Fleet 230715 discusses a plan to redistribute the submarines 
in the Southwest Pacific Area. 

CTG 19.8 230844 describes fortifications and documents captured at 

KISKA. 


CominCh 221630 is a plan for training additional Marine and Army 
amphibious divisions. 


ComNorPac 230319 is a schedule for the movement of ships from the 
ALASKAN Area to the West Coast of U.S. 

ft* ^ 
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25 August (Oahu Date) 



rs 


Our DD's were active in the NEW GEORGIA-VELLA LAVELLA Area during 
the night as were the enemy air forces. These latter were intercepted and 
driven off VELLA LAVELLA and MTJNDA. The 25th Division is continuing its 
advance toward BAIROKO and the 43ra is actively patrolling on BAANGA ISLAND 
with no opposition. 

No report has been received from the ALASKAN-ALEUTIA!! Area today. 

An enemy observation plane was reported in the vicinity of HOWLAND 
ISLAND today. 

The Pacific Ocean Areas were generally quiet. 

CTG 20.15 240830 (pink) is a reencypherment of the directive orderinr 
APA's and AKA's from the Atlantic to the Pacific. 

ComNorPac 240G28 (pink) is a description of the movement of naval 
forces from ALASKA to 'Vest Coast norts. 


CinCPac 240341 (pink) directs 
training for future operations. 

24 August (Oahu Date) 


ComNorPac to continue planning and 



There was some DD and PT activity in the NEW GEORGIA area last night. 
DesRon 21 was bombed and PREBLE and MONTGOMERY collided while maneuvering but at 
last report were proceeding to port. No daily report has been recieved from 
Com 3rd Fleet. 


Unloading is continuing at KISKA. Reconnaissance of RAT ISLAND and 
BULDIR ISLAND disclosed no evidence of the enemy, past or present. Air searches 
were carried out from ATTU and ADAK today. 

The Pacific Ocean Areas were generally quiet. 

CinCPac 250215 (pink) directs ComNorPac to prepare a plan for the seizure 
of the North KURILES and the establishment of bases thereon. 

ComNorPac 250631 (pink) informs CinCPac that the 75th Signal Company has 
been formed for duty with landing forces and is now at KISKA available for further 
operations. 

CinCPac 250235 (pink) directs APAs and AKAs to proceed from the CANAL 
ZONE to SAN DIEGO thence to PEARL with the 6th Infantry Division. 
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25 August (Oahu Date). 

Our DD's and PT's operated in the HEW GEORGIA-VELLA LAVELLA Area 
during the night. Also last night our DD's laid a 'nine field west of 
KOLOMBANGARA ISLAND. Our planes we re active in the area, bombing various 
targets. Enemy resistance has ceased on NET, GEORGIA proper, much food and 
many vehicles being taken today. Islands south of ARUNDEL and west of BAANGA 
have been occupied by us without opposition. 

Unloading contines at KISKA. Air searches were operated out of ATTU, 
ADAK, and AMCHITKA today. Another Jap prisoner was taken today on ATTU. 

ComNorPac 250B58 (pink) directs a certain task 'ir.it of K) 1 CL 

and 3 DD's to proceed to PEARL from the Aleutian Area. 

CinCPac 260905 (pink) assigns certain APA's and AKA's to SoPac for 
the movement of the 2nd Marine Division from WELLINGTON, N.Z. 

CTF 11 250530 (pink) designated D-Day as 1 September for the opera¬ 
tion against BAKER ISLAND. 



26 August (Oahu Date). 

The fourth echelon completed unloading yesterday at BARAX01IA. PT's 
were active in the NEW GEORGIA Area with negative results. APD's and DD's 


are being sent to ElIOGAI today to evacuate 1st Raider Regiment and unload 


supplies. No report of today's operations has been received from Com 3rd 


Fleet. 


No report has been received of operations in the Aleutians. 


The Pacific Ocean Areas were generally quiet. 


ConFifthFhibFor 270727 (pink) directs Maj.Gen. Holland Li. Smith to 
proceed to PEARL with headquarters and corps troops. 

Vice CNO 262039 (pink) discusses the delivery of SWAN ISLAND tankers 
to CinCPac. 

ConinCh 262214 (pink) approves the assignment of 75th Signal Company 
to CinCPac. 


ComBatDiv 9 261533 (pink) is the routing of BB task group to PEARL. 
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27 August (Oahu Date) 



Our planes were active in the NEW GEORGIA-CHCISEUL area yesterday 


conducting bombing missions against KAHILI, REKATA, KOLCMBANGARA and GANONGGA. 
Jap air also made 6 attacks against VELLA LAVELLA causing slight casualties. 
Our naval forces operated in the area with negative results. 


KISKA runway was put in operation day before yesterday but can be used 


only by light planes because of soft condition. Air searches were out from 
ATTU, ADAK and AMCHITKA. 

Our submarines are active. Very satisfactory reports have been 
received from four of them today. 

A patrol craft reported an unidentified surface contact, possibly 
a submarine, in a squall off KIDWAY. 


ConNorPac 270625 and 270630 (pink) contain a directive to BBs and 
cruisers to proc^fyg to west coast ports. 




26 August (Oahu Date) 


Cur planes were very active over the entire Northwest Solomons Area 


with bombing and strafing missions against the enemy. Recent sweeps by our 
DD's and PT’s have resulted in no enemy contacts. The first Raider Regiment 
has arrived nt TETERE after its evacuation from ETTGCAI by APD's. The situation 
of the ground forces remains unchanged. 


Weather prevented any air searches in the Aleutian Area. Many land 


mines and wired grenades have been uncovered on the beach Northeast of 
WITCHCRAFT POINT,* KISKA. 

An enemy 4-motored patrol bomber was seen in the vicinity of BAKER 
ISLAND 26 August (Z). 


The Pacific Ocean Areas were generally quiet 


Com 5th Phib 282139 (pink) gives 3 September as the date of departure 
of General Smith for PEARL. 


Com 3rd Fleet 209440 (pink) requests information as to the cor 
of BB’s in T.G. 12.3 now enroute in the Pacific. 
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29 August (Oahu Date) 

Some PT activity was all that was reported today from the NEW GEORGIA- 
CHOISEUL Area. Com 3rd Fleet's daily summary did not arrive. 

A heavy gale in the Aleutians prevented any extended air searches 
yesterday and today and caused a few landing craft to be lost. Captured mate¬ 
riel is still being inventoried and studied at KISKA. 2900 feet of steel mat 
at Casco Cove, ATTU will now permit emergency landings. 


ComNorPac 300020 (pink) is a directive for TU 16.15.4 to proceed to 


o 


PEARL. 

The Pacific Ocean Areas were generally quiet. 
30 August (Oahu Date) 


The fifth echelon arrived on BARAKOMA today. PTs operated in the area 
but reported no contacts during the night. The NET/ GEORGIA-CHOISEUL area was quiet. 

Our submarines report satisfactory results in EMPIRE and PHILIPPINE Waters. 

Air activity was still curtailed in the ALEUTIAN Area because of the 


weather. 


The Pacific Ocean Areas were generally quiet. 

Vice CNO 301335 (pink) discusses the methods for manning and procurement 


of DUKWs 

31 August (Oahu Date) 




Our planes were active yesterday and today carrying out heavy strikes 
against KAHILI and VILA. Today our artillery bombarded VILA from ARUNDEL Island. 

The fifth echelon (local tactical) has completed landing at BARAKOMA. An uncon¬ 
firmed coastwatches report indicates REKATA is being evacuated. 

No report has been received today concerning any activity in the ALASKAN 
ALEUTIAN Area. 

Jap radio has broadcast an account of our raid on MARCUS ISLAND today. 

No information has been received as yet from TF 15. 

CG HawDept 011451 indicates that an operating team for SCR-588 will leave 
the Hawaiian Area for FUNAFUTI by first available surface transportation. 

CG CentPac 312130 (pink) discusses the forces necessary for the GALVANIC 
and BANKRATE Operations. 

NavAct WELLINGTON 312340 (pink) informs ComSoPac that Lieut. Webster RNZNVR 
has been released to CinCPac for 6 months to act as adviser on hydrographic and 
terrain conditions in the GILBERT-ELLICE Group. 


CominCh 311306 (pink) authorizes CinCPac to delay returning ASHLAND (LSD-1) 
until 20 November. ~ 1 C! A ^ 
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August 31 (Oahu Date) - Continued - 

TG 12.5 311901 (pink) is the routing of APAs and AKAs in the Pacific 


Vice CNO 311739 (pink) discusses the return of certain ships to the 
Army and WSA. 




1 September (Oahu Date) 


Our PT's operated in the NEW GEORGIA-CHOISEUL Area during the night 


■with negative results. The area was quiet. No report of the day's activities 
has been received from Com 3rd Fleet. 

Air searches in the ALEUTIAN Area were active but curtailed because 
of weather. Examination of material captured on KISKA continues. 


During the last two days Jap observation planes have been sighted 


off MIDWAY and off ATTU. 

No report has been received concerning the recent strike on MARCUS 

by TF 15. 


Vice CNO 011839 (pink) is a cancellation of VCNO 311739 (pink) 


herein and further discusses the return of certain ships to the Army and WSA. 

ComNorPac 020213 (pink) is an estimate of the departure of XAP's 
from ADAK. 

ComSoPac 020425 (pink) is a directive for divisional troop movements 
in the PACIFIC. 


Cominch and CNO 302210 (pink) authorizes CinCPac to proce< 
construction of base facilities at KISKA. 
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2 September (Oahu Date) 

Our PT's operated in the NEW GEORGIA-CHOISEUL Area with negative 
results. Our ground forces are advancing on VELLA LAVELLA. Coast watchers 
new believe SANTA ISABEL has been entirely evacuated. Air activity was 
curtailed yesterday because of weather. 

Preliminary landings were made yesterday on NANOMEA and NUKUFETAU 
in the ELLICE ISLANDS. The 1st echelon of the main occupation force moves 
forward in LCT and LST tomorrow. No enemy reaction has been reported yet. 

Only air activity in the Aleutian Area was carried out from ADAK 
yesterday. All other fields were closed in. 

ComNorPac 021040 (3 parts) is a summary of activity under his com¬ 
mand during the month of August. 

Our submarine scout reports MALEOLAP and 7J0TJE in the MARSHALLS are 
quiet but KWAJALEIN is very active with 12 AK's and 2 AO's in the lagoon as 
well as many patrol craft. Air and surface patrols are active. 

Our scout submarine reports heavy damage was imposed on MARCUS ISLAND 
during the recent raid. No planes are up and the radar is out of commission. 

Com 3rd Fleet 030519 (pink) is a plan for the reorganization of the 
task forces of the 3rd Fleet. 



Joint Chiefs of Staff 012115 (3 part - pink) is an operation order 
for the capture, etc., of the MARSHALL ISLANDS, WAKE, ENIWETOK, and KUSAIE. 

3 September (Oahu Date) 

Our planes were active in the NEW GEORGIA-CHOISEUL area yesterday and 
today, carrying out heavy bombing raids against KAHILI and VILA. Our troops 
continue to advance on ARUNDEL ISLAND against Jap delaying action. PTs and DDs 
operated against barge activity during the night, sinking several. Scouts have 
confirmed the Jap evacuation of SANTA ISABEL. 



Our submarines continue with their good work, ALBACORE and SNAPPER both 
reporting sinkings on the TRUK-RABAUL track. 


The initial landing was made on BAKER ISLAND according to plan. Supplies 
and ammunition is now being landed. A Jap 4 engine seaplane was shot down the 
first day of the landing, 1 September, apparently without getting off information 
radio. & 


Our troops made a landing in the CAPE CRETIN area near FINSCHHAFEN 
according to plan. 

0 - 
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4 September (Oahu Date) 



PT's operated in NEW GEORGIA-CHOISEUL waters last night with negative 
contacts. The 6th echelon is due to depart GUADALCANAL for BAR AZOVA on 6 
September. Preliminary translation of captured enemy documents indicate an 
increase in RABAUL and vicinity strength estimates*. Am February, placing 
79,901 troops there. January showed 61,501 and December 51,382. 

Routine searches were made in the ALEUTIAN AREA yesterday. A Jap 
observation plane was reported herein. 


TF 15 is now enroute to PEARL after completing the attack on MARCUS 
ISLAND. One TBF and 2 fighters were reported missing. Our submarines were 
requested to be alert for recovery of missing pilots. 

U.S.S. KINGFISH returned to FREMANTLE from a 57 day patrol in the 
PHILIPPINE, SOUTHERN FORMOSA, CELEBES, MOLUAKA and BANDA SEA Areas. Several 
contacts were made but no deimage was inflicted or sustained. 


Landing craft, covered by DD's, landed troops in the vicinity of LAE- 
H0P0I on NEW GUINEA. Our air supported this force by attacks on various targets. 


5 September (Oahu Date) 




Our PT's operated west of VELLA LAVELLA last night and broke up a small 
barge formation. The 6th echelon (local tactical) is en route to BARAKOMA and 
is due there at 0800 (L). Our planes were active against various targets in 
the NEW GEORGIA-CHOISEUL Area. The enemy continues to fight a delaying action 
on ARUNDEL with machine guns and light mortars. 

It is estimated that the widening, deepening and straightening of TE AVA 
FUAGEA Channel and anchorage at FUNAFUTI will be completed in 4 or 5 weeks. 
Channel will be buoyed. 


It is considered that U.S.S. NORTH CAROLINA will have to be dry docked 
for engine repair. 


Air searches were carried out in the Aleutian Area Yesterday and today 
from ATTU, ADAK and AMCHITKA. 


VCNO 012148 (pink) discusses the availability and suitability of AP’s 
for future CentPac operations. 


ComCenPac 052135 (pink) requests that NAUTILUS 
• 16 September for operations proposed by Com 5th Phib. 


be made available about 
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6 September (Oahu Date) 




IEQ 


Our PTs operated south of GANONGGA ISLAND while 2 DDs were scheduled 
to operate north of K0L0M3ANGARA. The 6th echelon (local tactical) landed at 
BARAKOMA according to plan. Our planes staged heavy bombing raids against various 
enenty targets in the NEW GEORGIA-CHOISEUL area yesterday and today. Our ground 
troops continue to engage the enemy on ARUNDEL and VELLA LAVELLA. 


An enemy air reconnaissance in force against BAKER ISLAND was turned 
back at HOWLAND 3 September. It is possible that the enemy plane shot down off 
BAKER, reported herein may have given a report of our landing. This landing is 
continuing slowly. 


Routine air searches constituted the only activity in the ALEUTIAN area. 


The Pacific Ocean Areas were generally quiet. 


CinCPac approved the headquarters 
Pacific Ocean Areas today. 


organization of the Pacific Fleet and 

O- Z 7 
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•S ECRET — 

7 September 1943 



After occupation of KISXA on 15 August the consolidation of that 
base and the withdrawal of naval forces from the North Pacific Force pro¬ 
ceeded. Most combatant units consisting of BBs, some CAs, ComCruDiv 1 and 
some destroyers proceeded to West Coast Ports for two weeks rest and re¬ 
habilitation. Four CAs remained pending the return of ComCruDiv 1, which 
is to be the permanent cruiser force in that area. The 7th Army Division 
which was not used at KISKA, due to the Jap evacuation, is proceeding in 
the assigned transports to PEARL for use in the Central Pacific. 

Assembly and training of the combatant units of the Central Pa¬ 
cific Force, under Vice Admiral Spruance, is proceeding from PEARL HARBOR. 
Rear Admiral Turner is organizing the Amphibious Force for the GILBERTS 
operation. 


Due to inadequate room at PEARL the training of the combatant 
units of the Central Pacific Force as a Fleet to meet possible major Jap 
Fleet opposition during occupation of the GILBERTS will have to be carried 
out elsewhere, possibly out of NANDI, or even by a concentration of the 
units a few days prior to start of operations. 

Major General Holland Smith, Com5thPhibCorps, reported at PEARL 
and organization and training of units of the Amphibious Corps is proceed¬ 
ing. 


Operations in the SOLOMONS and NEW GUINEA Area are proceeding in 
accordance with plan. 

The enemy continues on the strategic defensive. From the fact 
that no major combatant units have been used to oppose the Allied advance 
up the SOLOMON ISLANDS or in the NEW GUINEA Area, together with the evac¬ 
uation of KISKA and other intelligence, information, ,it may ba inferred 
that the Japs rely on air and troops!for'de?‘ens r e_ana ctofno£ consider our 
present advances sufficiently vital to cause them to resist with major 
combatant surface units. 

Strong enemy naval forces and most of Fleet high commands are 
in TRUK. In spite of logistic difficulties it is within enemy capability 
to make a raid in force in the HAWAIIAN ISLANDS. Thus, the HawSeaFron is 
maintained in a Fleet Opposed Invasion status. 

Cwvo 
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7 September 1943 (Oahu Date) 


Our PT's and DD's operated in NEW GEORGIA-CHOISEUL waters during 
the night with negative results. N 0 detailed report has been received from 
Com 3rd Fleet covering today's activities. 

On NUKUFETAU and NANOMEA, operations are proceeding according to plan. 
Rear elements for these places leave APIA 9 September. NANOMEA reported a 
12 plane raid with no damage or casualties. A Jap observation plane was also 
reported in the vicinity of BAKER ISLAND which escaped into a cloud before 
interception could be effected. 

No report has been received of today's activities in the ALEUTIAN Area. 

The Pacific Ocean Areas were generally quiet. 

It is planned to send ESSEX and YORKTOWN to SAN FRANCISCO on a quick 
trip to pick up aviation personnel and material. These should arrive on the 
West Coast 13 September and return to PEARL 19 September. 

Com 3rd Fleet 070012 is a reorganization of the task forces in the 
Third Fleet. 

VCNO 062025 (2 parts) requests certain information relative to the 
personnel and logistic support of Marine organizations in pending operations. 

Cominch 051912 (pink) requests information relative to the forces 
covering the ELLICE ISLANDS operation. 

o*- 
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9 September 1943 (Oahu Date) 


Our PT'b operated successfully against barges in KULA GULF last night. 

Our planes were active yesterday attacking supply dump east of RINGI GOVE. 

A submarine was reported and attacked off FUNAFUTI. It is believed the Japs 
intend to reinforce the BOKO MISSION area on VELLA LAVELLA. 

SUMNER (AG 32) 081836 discusses the various channels at FUNAFUTI and what 
will be necessary to make them navigable. 

Routine air searches were carried out yesterday and today from ALEUTIAN 
bases with negative results. 

To date two Jap planes have been shot down off BAKER ISLAND - one on 1 
September and one on 4 September. It is possible one of these reported on 
landing. A large strike was headed for BAKER but turned back when the second 
plane, mentioned above, was shot down. 

Cominch 081925 (pink) discusses the availability of AP's between now and 
June 1944. 

CinCPac 080203 (pink) - The redistribution of garrison troops at CHRISTMAS 
and PALMYRA. 

CinCPac 082131 (pink) requests the Army to furnish 3 defense battalions / 
for Central Pacific Operations. 


9 September 1943 (Oahu Date) 

Our PT *s operated against barges off KOLOMBANGARA during the night driving 
several back to port. Our ground troops repulsed another attempted Jap barge 
landing at BOMBRE VILLAGE on ARUNDEL ISLAND while advancing on the northeast 
side of the island. 

Unloading at NANOMEA and NUFUFETAU continues slowly. The NANOMEA stie strip 
is scheduled to be ready 22 September. ComGen SAMOA suggest action against 
nearby enemy bases as hostile moves may be forming against NANOMEA which opera¬ 
tion is in a very vulnerable stage at this time. 

A Jap bomber formation made a reconnaissance on NANOMEA 1 September and 
dropped 20 bombs resulting in 5 killed and 7 wounded. A single VB also ap¬ 
proached and was driven off. 

The BAKER ISLAND strip should be ready 11 September. Another Jap VP was 
shot down yesterday in addition tb 2 others previously reported. 

Routine air searches were carried out from ALEUTIAN bases in the face of 
an approaching front. 



(Continued) 
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9 September (Oahu Date) 


-Continue 


CinCPac 090615 assigns 5th Amphibious Corps directly to Central Pacific 
Force instead of to 5th Amphibious Force. 

Com 7th Fleet 090243 is a report of aircraft mine laying operations in 
the NETHERLANDS EAST INDIES Area and in the vicinity of S0R0NG, NEW GUINEA. 



10 September (Oahu Date ) 

Our planes in the NEW GEORGIA area were active yesterday, carrying out 
bombing missions against KAHILI, VILA and BALLALE. PTs operated against barges 
today in the KULA GULF, damaging some. 

Day before yesterday a Jap VP (Emily) was seen 135 miles southeast of 
BAKER ISLAND by one of our planes, apparently searching for our carriers. 

ComGen SAMOA reports that our LCTs are not well adapted for conditions 
at NAN0MEA. 2 have stranded on reef at NAN0MEA with salvage doubtful. 

NUKUFETAU fighter strip should be ready 30 September, and main field about 
1 November. 

No report has been received from NorPac. 

CominCh 091743 describes the procedure to be followed by Italian ships in 
surrendering. They have been ordered to procede to Allied Ports. 


0NA 


11 September (Oahu Date) 

A division of Jap DD's was sighted off Tinputs, BOUGAINVILLE which may be 
attempting to reinforce VELLA LAVELLA. Interception by our DD's has been ordered. 
Our PT's operated off VELLA LAVELLA in spite of bombing and strafing by Jap planes. 
No surface contacts were made. Our planes were active against the enemy. Our 
troops maintain contact with the enemy on ARUNDEL and are preparing for a final 
assault. 

Routine air searches in the Aleutians were curtailed because of squalls. The 
Army submarine cable has been completed from ADAK to ATTU via AMCHITKA and KISKA. 

CominCh 081B01, CinCPac 120359, and Com 7th Fleet 111227 (all pink) discuss 
the possibility of a British naval force being assigned to the Pacific and the 
uses to which it would be put. 

CinCPac 120251 (pink) discusses the assignment of EC-2's for the operations 
against the GILBERTS.and NAURU. 


NAURU. 


CinCPac 112353 (pink) to ComSoPac is a directive for an air strik< 
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12 September (Oahu Date ) 

Our DD’s and PT's operated in the vicinity of KOLOMBANCARA and the latter were 

n subjected to heavy enemy fire. Our planes were also active against targets on 
_southern KOLOMBAMGARA scoring several hits. Photos indicate air and surface acti¬ 
vity in the southern BOTTGAINVILLE-CHOISETJL Area. 

Our submarines continue active. PERMIT has sent in a report of 27,000 tons 
sunk and 14,000 damaged, while SPEARFISH reports 1 AK sunk and 1 damaged. 

Com 3rd Fleet has directed all task forces in port to assume a condition of 
two hours readiness. 

Routine air searches were carried out from the ALEUTIANS today. Yesterday an 
air mission of 8 B-24's and 12 B-24's bombed PARAMUSHIR0. Many hits on ground 
.targets and ships were reported. 5 D-24's and 5 B-25*s returned to base, all 
iamaged by enemy fire. 


Blue ground troops have occupied SALAMAUA. Progress is slow against LAE be¬ 
cause of enemy opposition and weather. 

Lt. Gen. D. C. Emmons will relieve Lt. Gen. J. L. DeWitt as ComGen TOC about 
15 September. 

CE gear has been delivered to NAN0HEA by LST and reloading is now in progress. 
Further personnel and supplies will be loaded at PAGO PAGO for both NAF0MEA and 
NUKUFETAU. Condition RED sounded at NAN0MEA for one hour and ten minutes today. 
Target was picked up by radar but turned back before coming within range. 

ComGen SAMOA 112216 is a report of the airfields in the SAUOAN-ELLICE Area. 

CinCPac 120607 discusses camp facilities for staging and training Marine units 
in the HAWAIIAN Area. 



2nd MarDiv 122350 discusses the training of Marine units. 


Cominch 111955 discusses the training of spare carrier air group 2. 

CinCPac 120251 (pink) discusses the use of 18 EC-2's in operations in the 
Central Pacific. „ 


(a/VL-"’ 
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13 September (Oahu Date ) 

O There continues to be the following at TRUK: 6 B3, 6 CV, 7 CA, 6 CL, 23 DD. 

..o indications are seen that this force, or a part of it, is preparing for offensive 
operations. Our sources of information may not be able to resort the departure 
or destination of this force in time to take effective counter action. Vie would 
bo unable to concentrate our units to meet such an enemy force in the CENTRAL 
PACIFIC in less than three weeks. This situation will continue until the planned 
redeployment of the Fleet is completed. Moreover, the Central Pacific Force must 
be trained as a team before it can meet the main enemy fleet with reasonable 
assurance of success. 

Our PT's were active in the KOLOMBANGARA Area with negative results. Our 
planes operated in the same area staging heavy raids against various targets yes¬ 
terday and today. 

15 Jap planes staged raids over FUNAFUTI for seven hours today with little 
damage. Yesterday 2 landing craft were salvaged from the reef at NANOMEA. An 
AK is due at NTJKUFETAU today to complete unloading. 

Routine air searches constituted the only activity +oday in the ALEUTIANS. 

The Pacific Ocean Areas were generally quiet, 

CinCPac 140305 answers certain questions concerning MarCorps personnel 
and logistic administration asked by VCNO 062025 herein. 

Cominch 132208 requests recommendations for the operation of LCTs and LSTs 
in areas of coral reefs. 

ComAirSoPac 140427 (pink) is a directive to ComAirSols for the strike on 

NAURU. 





CincPac 140829 (pink) discusses certain logistic oroblems connected with 
GALVANIC. 

Com 7th Fleet 111234 (pink) is the second part of 111227, herein, which 
discusses the possibility of certain British forces being assigned to the Pacific 
and the uses to which they will be put. 

CinCPac 132207 discusses the use of certain defense battalions in GALVANIC. q. 
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14 September (Oahu Date). 



Our PTs operated in the vicinity of VELLA. I.AVELLA destroying 
5 barges during the night. Our planes were also active against shore 
targets and ships. Planes attacked enemy submarines, reporting hits on 
two, one west of EMPRESS AUGUSTA BAY end one southwest of RENDOVA. 
U.S.S. SAUFLEY also reports a possible sub sunk today west of NDENI in 
cooperation with air attack. Blue ground forces are continuing to ad¬ 
vance on ARUNDEL ISLAND from the east and west. 


Com 3rd Fleet has put all his task forces in port on 6 hours 

readiness. 


Our submarines have also been active reporting more enemy 
ships sunk. SCULPIN scouted MARCUS ISLAND and reported it functioning 
but well battered. NARWHAL reported 1 YUBARI low in water escorted by 
1 SENDAI and 4 DD entering ROI IS. anchorage. 

ComGen SAMOA 142102 reports on air activity over FUNAFUTI. 

ComSubsPac 150615 is a directive to submarines on handling 
torpedoes when steep temperature gradients exist. 

CinCPao 150513 assigns certain LSTs to the 5th PhibFor. 


CinCPac 150059 requests the 4th MarDiv be assigned for duty 
with CentPac. 

t -t —y 

Radio deception plan is being carried out in the TRUK area 
either (l) to draw attention away from some other area (2) to create 
false volume and type of traffic to conceal a future sortie of a major 
force. A _ 

OuPt 


15 September (Oahu Date) 


Our PT's operated in the vicinity of VILA, BAM3ARI and North 
X0I.0MBANGARA during the night with no surface contacts but were bombed 
and strafed by planes with no resulting damage. Our planes conducted 
very successful heavy raids on various airfields in the NEW GE0RGIA- 
B0UGAINVIL1E Area yesterday and today. A Blue land patrol reports de¬ 
stroying much materiel on GAN0NGGA ISLAND yesterday. Light raids on 
GUADALCANAL yesterday and today caused slight damage and casualties. 


The mine field around NOUMEA has been enlarged. 


Additional personnel and supplies candyrtue\ to leave FUNAFUTI 


for NANOttfEA. Fighters will probably use 


wm 1 


p IB September. 


plane. 


An AP and escort was reported at NAURU today by a patrolling 
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15 September (Oahu Date) - Cont’d - 

Routine air searches were prevented at ATTU and AMCHITKA because 
of weather but were carried out from ADAK. A more complete report of the 
recent raid on IARAMUSHIRU indicates about 60 VF’s attacked our bombers and 
about 12 were shot down with 3 more probables. More were possibly shot down. 
An AP was observed on fire and an AE was seen to break in two. 

ComCentPac 160043 requests information as to amphibious tank 
available in the SAMOAN Area and whether certain landing craft can pass 
over the reef and enter the lagoon at NC1T0MEA. 

CinCPac 160315 requests early action on 080515 herein. 

CinCPac 160327 requests change of destination of LST Div 18 to 

SAN DIEGO. 



ComSoPac 150634, ComSoPac 150635, ComSoPac 150644, CinCSoWestPac 
160310 and CinCPac 160137 (all pink) discuss the time schedule for further 
CARTWHEEL Operations and diminishing of forces in SOUTH PACIFIC. 

Cun 

16 September (Oahu Date ) 

REND0VA PTs continue to operate but with no surface contacts. Our 
planes again made heavy strikes against KAHILI and BALLALE today. The enemy’s 
reaction to these strikes against Southern BOUGAINVILLE targets has been to 
reinforce his units in that area. Despite numbers of his planes destroyed in 
the air and on the ground it is believed his BOUGAINVILLE concentrations have 
increased slightly. 

In answer to a dispatch sent yesterday, ComGen SAMOA reports that he 
believes LCVP's and LCM3's can enter the lagoon over the reef at NAN0MEA at 
high tide with reasonably smooth sea. 

The bomber strip on BAKER ISLAND is reported 95 per cent complete as 
of yesterday. 

There was very heavy weather in the ALEUTIANS yesterday causing some 
materiel damage at MASSACRE BAY and preventing any air searches. Photos of the 
recent PARAMUSHIR0 raid indicate that the taxiways and airport facilities on 
KASHIWABARA Airfield have been greatly expanded since the last photo coverage. 

ComSowesPac reports Allied land forces made an unopposed occupation 
of LAE today. 

U.S.S. NAUTILUS departed PEARL today to assist in the reconnaissance 

of TARAWA. 

CominCh 161947 disapproves the formation of an independent TBF rocket 

squadron. 



& 
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17 September (Oahu Date) 


Late reports of our bombing missions in the NEW GEORGIA-SHORTLAND Area 
on the 15th indicate they were very successful. The runway at BALLALE appeared 
unserviceable from recent bombings and many old holes were still unrepaired. 

The bomber strip on BAKER ISLAND is now completed# Jap search planes 
have been reported in the vicinity of NANOMEA. The rear echelon, 7th defense 
battalion, has arrived at FUNAFUTI for transshipment to NANOMEA. One half 
squadron of fighters is to be brought into NANOMEA tomorrow. 

KISKA experienced a bad storm which prevented air searches and caused 
considerable loss and damage to landing craft and boats. 

Com 12 170112 is a plan for a movement of LST's from HUENEME to PEARL. 

ComAirPac 172322 discusses the movement of aircraft to the SOUTH PACIFIC. 

18 September (Oahu Date ) 

4 PTs operated east and west of K0L0MBANGARA during the night with negative 
results. A survey indicates LAMBU LAIJBU COVE will satisfactorily base 8 PT boats 
and it is planned to move them there about 22 Sept. Our planes carried out a suc¬ 
cessful heavy strike against targets on Southwest KOLOMBANGARA and also intercepted 
a Jap bombing mission off VELLA LAVELLA. High altitude attacks were made by the 
enemy on L'UNDA and BAROKOMA with very minor damage. 

Preliminary reports have been received on the TARAWA-NAURU strikes. SoPac's 
planes attacked NAURU from GUADALCANAL and Army planes attacked from CANTON and 
FUNAFUTI, while Carrier planes hit TARAWA during the day. 

3 Jap bombers were reported by our patrol planes southwest of ATTU. Routine 
air searches operated out of ATTU but all others were prevented by weather. 

CominCh 171431 assigns the 4th ’vlarDiv to CinCPac for duty with CentPac. 

ComFIFTHPhibFor 190829 discusses the supply of APAs and AKAs to be used in 
training FIFTHPhib. 

CinCPac 180355 and CominCh 182042 (both pink) discuss the 
and deepening of TE BUABUA Channel, FUNAFUTI. 


proposed widening a/ 
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19 September (Oahu Date) 

Our planes made a bombing raid over VILA today. Yesterday a 
large enemy strike of VB's and VF's was turned back over BARAKOMA. 12 
VAL’s and 5 ZEKE's were shot down. Ground forces on ARUNDEL continue 
to advance in the face of stiff resistance. 




Preliminary reports from CTF 15 indicates that TARAWA was ef¬ 
fectively bombed and strafed yesterday for seven hours. Minor raids on 
MAKIN and APAMAMA were made at the same time. Four planes were lost. 
Covering our withdrawal 20 Army B-24's from CANTON, FUNAFUTI again con¬ 
ducted a heavy raid on TARATiA today. One B-24 was lost and some others 
were damaged. 


The Aleutian Area was quiet. 

CinCPac 132347 (pink) requests that Rear Admiral Hill be not 
relieved until after GALVANIC and that MARYLAND and COLORADO operate 
under ComBatDiv 2, MARYLAND to act as Flagship. CominCh 191629 (pink) 
replies in the negative and states 16 in. BB's should not be given 
secondary combat duties. 



20 September (Oahu Date) 

The Pacific Ocean Areas were generally quiet. 

First echelon of Marine fighters started operations from 
fighter strip at NANOMEA on 19 Sept, (local time). 


ComSoPac directed T.G. 39 to operate North and West of VELLA 
LAVELLA and a force of about 6 DD to join during the night in an attempt 
to intercept enemy surface forces attempting evacuation or reinforcement 
of KOLOY3ANGARA. 


ComAirPac 202136 is a recommendation for the reorganization of 
carrier divisions in Pacific Fleet. The future organization of a division 
to be reach^in 1944 to include two CV and one CVL. 

There are several questions which arise because SoPac positions 
and troops are being used to support Central Pacific operations. The Com¬ 
mand set up and the responsibility for logistic support in that area are c 
now under study by the Joint Staff. 
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21 September (Oahu date) 





Task Force 39 made a sweep around VELLA LAVELLA last night to inter¬ 
cept any attempt to reinforce or evacuate KOLOMBANGARA area with no contacts. 

2 cruisers and 4 DD’s are scheduled to make a similar sweep tonight; PT's to 
remain in port. Our planes were active in the NEW GEORGIA-CHOISEUL area 
yesterday and today. The enemy made several raids on GUADALCANAL and NEW GEORGIA 
with little resulting damage. 

A submarine scout reports that TARAWA airfield was functioning after 
our recent raids. 


Recent photos indicate a concentration of enemy combatant ships, 1 CA, 
1 CL, 9 DD, 5 SS, 21 AK, plus other naval auxiliaries at RABAUL, as well as 
heavier than usual number of aircraft. 


Plans Division now has underway: exploratory studies for the capture 
of TRUK and the Northern KURILES; detailed planning for the capture of the 
MARSHALLS: follow through for the capture of the GILBERTS and NAURU; follow 
through for the occupation of the ELLICE Islands. 


The proposal to construct air facilities for two CV groups at 
HILO, previously disapproved by CominCh was submitted by CinCPac for recon¬ 
sideration and approved by Vice CNO in his 211924. 

ComSoPac 220426 (pink) informs senior commanders of his contem¬ 
plated plan of moving into northern and central BOUGAINVILLE about 1 November. 


CominCh 212219 (pink) is a rerly to CinCPac 210253 (pink) in regard ■ 
to availability of transports for GALVANIC. 


There were no new enemy developments. 

22 September (Oahu date) 


Ca*/vu~ 


Light cruisers of TF 39 will operate West and North of VELLA LAVELLA 
and 7 DDs of TG 31.2 will proceed "up the slot" to North of VELLA GULF tonight 
in order to intercept any enemy craft attempting reinforcement or evacuation of 
K0L0MBANGARA. Sighting of enemy combatant ships, cruisers and destroyers, at 
RABAUL is reaffirmed. Organized resistance on ARUNDEL ISLAND has ceased, mopping 
up continues. 

Normal air searches were carried out from the ALEUTIANS with negative 

results. 

At NANOMEA, nine fighters are now operating. The full field 400’ by 
8000* is now cleared with 300' by 6000’ surfaced promised by 15 October. 

Emergency landings can now be made by heavy bombers. It is estimated that 
entire garrison will be on the job about 8 October. 


At NUKUFETAU the fighter strip will be ready about 10 October and 
main runway 1 November. All garrison except Argus unit will be on job 24 September. 


The 4th Marine Division reports for duty to CinCPac 20 September. 


6J 


Our submarines continue to report sinkings. The TRIGGER reports 33,000 
tons sunk and a 7000 ton ship damaged. ^ ^ . 
















S E CR E T -- 


O 



rs 


23 September (Oahu date) 


T.G.'s 39.1 and 31.2 consisting of 2 CLs and about 10 DD made no contact 
with the enemy in their 3weep "up the slot" and north and west of VELLA LAVELLA 
last night. A similar sweep will be made tonight by 2 CLs and 4 DDs. A PT boat 
tender was sent to LAMBU LAMBU on VELLA LAVELLA to service PT boats to base there. 
Reenforcements of a battalion of NEW ZEALAND troops was landed on northwest VELLA 
LAVELLA to clear out northwest area of 300 Japs reported there. 


No report was received from the North Pacific. 


Submarines report continued good work. The SUNFISH reports 34,000 tons 


sunk, 7,000 damaged while the PARG0 claims 27,000 tons sunk 9,500 ton passenger 
vessel damaged with 2 hits. Otherwise the Pacific Ocean Areas were relatively 
quiet. 

CinCPac 240405 (pink) requests reconsideration of CominCh 191629 relative 
to employment of MARYLAND as assault flagship RAdm Hill. 


ComSoPac and various members of his staff arrived for conferences. 



24 September (Oahu date) V-aX/K 

ComNorPac reports that fog prevented usual searches yesterday and the 


day before except to the southward of ADAK. Diver entered Jap sub grounded at 
TWIN ROCKS on KISKA identified as 1-7 and found papers, note books, etc. Salvage 
will proceed as weather permits. Reconnaissance of MATSUWA Is. was made. 


No contacts were made during sweep of cruisers and destroyers around 


VELLA LAVELLA. Plan for tonight is for 2 CLs and 4 DD to go up the slot to 
VELLA and return to TULAGI. Another similar group to come up from southward 
of VELLA LAVELLA and pass around north of the island and return TULAGI. 
Aircraft were active on various strikes. 

Further sinkings by our subs was reported and damage to ACV which was 
slowed and is being pursued. 


Study is going ahead to substitute MAKIN for NAURU in the GALVANIC 
Operation. 


CinCPac 250359 (pink) assigns 4th MarDiv to Com 5th PhibCorps for 
duty and coordination amphibious training. 
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25 September (Oahu Date) 

No report was received from ComNorPac today. The North Pacifio 
is quiet. 

In the South Pacific our planes were active with strikes in KAHILI 
Area where damage was done and 9 Zekes destroyed. No report was received 
from the surface force sweep around VELLA LAVELLA last night. Information 
received indicates enemy is planning evacuation of KOLOMBANGARA soon. 

Reports from SoWesPac imply enemy contemplates withdrawal from 
FIHSCHAFEN Area where on 22nd 17 bombers and 33 fighters were destroyed 
with 29 probables. 

CinCPac 230349 (pink) defines and instructs as to the handling and 
stowage of the different classifications of despatches. 

CoraGenSamoa 252238 (pink) gives percentages of completion of various 
air fields in his area. 

CinCPac 260439 (pink) recommends substitution MAKIN for NAURU in 
GALVANIC, Cominch concurs. 

Cominch and members of staff arrived for conferences, ComSoPac also 
present. ^ q . 

Cm* a 



26 September (Oahu Date) 

ComNorPac reports that fog prevented most searches except south of 
ADAK. On 21 September a 60' fishing boat fired on Catalina search plane 
near BERING ISLAND. No other activity is reported. 

The sweep executed around VELLA LAVELLA ISLAND last night was un¬ 
eventful. Several torpedo tracks passed dose to the cruisers but none hit. 
Apparently enemy subs have been concentrated in this area. Tonight the same 
sweep will be made by destroyers only. As a routine procedure, other opera¬ 
tions permitting, nightly sweeps around KOLOMBANGARA will be made by at least 
3 destroyers. Our aircraft again hit KAHILI Area heavily. 

CinCPac 262331 from Rear Admiral W.W. Smith recommends obtaining and 
conversion of AKs for GALVANIC. 

Conferences with CinCPac and ComSoPac continue. 

Oe m Qe n ^ aa e a - and UomGenCentPac. -by copy of CinCPae 266439 (pink herein) 
w e r e i nf ormed of proposed change in objeotive NAURU to MAKIN. (9 

ivUV 
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September 27 (Oahu Date) 

The North Pacific was quiet. r~p" rt itn n rr ni^ -mri -f rrm thr> t nr r g . 


In the South Pacific our aircraft were active over southern BOUGAINVILLE. 
Night prowlers were also active along evacuation barge route between KOLOMBANGARA 
AND CHOISEUL BAY. The destroyers sweep last night resulted in sinking 3 or 4 
enemy barges North of VELLA GULF. Every effort is being made to prevent suspected 
evacuation of KOLOMBANGARA. 


Eight enemy DDs were sighted 60 miles north of BUKA ISLAND heading SE at 
30 knots. Our destroyers weee ordered up the slot to north of KOMOUBANGAGA 
tonight to intercept. 

In SowesPac progress is being made towards FINSCHAVEN. 

Corainch 271805 (pink) states J.C.S. approve CinCPac’e 260439 (herein) 
which proposed substitution of MAKIN for NAURU as objective in GALVANIC. Qy 

CominCh and CinCPac inspected MIDWAY installations. 

28 September (Oahu Date) Cm** 


The North Pacific was quiet. 

In the South Pacific Liberators on night search contacted 8 to 10 vessels 
NE SHORTLAND area and bombing resulted in near misses. Another B-24 picked up 
8 ships west of CHOISEUL but did not attack as identification was uncertain. A 
second attack on first convoy mentioned resulted in sinking one large ship pos¬ 
sibly CVE. Our DDs make no contact with enemy DDs reported yesterday as heading 
for KOLOMBANGARA which is believed as a probable diversionary maneuver. Our DDs 
and PTs will continue to operate at night on evacuation route between KOLOMBANGARA 
to CHOISEUL. 

Preliminary reports from scouting parties on BOUGAINVILLE Is. indicate 
landings at EMPRESS AUGUSTA BAY feasible with suitable beaches and terrain to 
construct 4000’ fighter strip. Beach can accommodate 12,000 men, 6000 tons. 

Report from NUMA NUMA states that beaches are suitable but swamps exist between 
beaches and prospective air field site. Reef formation will keep transports 
from 3 to 5 miles from beaches. In general report on NUMA NUMA not as favorable 
as EMPRESS AUGUSTA BAY. 

CinCPac 290139 (pink) informs ComGenCentPac, ComGenSamoa, ComCentPac and 
ComSoPac of substitution MAKIN for NAURU as objective in GALVANIC. 

CominCh and members of staff left for mainland. ComSoPac remains for 
further conferences. 
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29 September (Oahu Date) 

ComNorPac reports air searches made in clear weather 
to northwest and variable visibility in other directions with 
no contacts. 

ComSoPac is continuing operations of our DD’s in areas 
around KOLOMBANOARA at night in order to intercept enemy craft 
attempting evacuation that island. Last night one or more 
barges bound for KOLOMBANOARA were destroyed and 6 to 9 turned 
back to CHOISEUL. PATTERSON and McCALLA collided last night, 
each ship suffering damage to bow. Roth proceeding TULAGI. 

Five of our submarines on their last patrol reported 
sinking 12 ships damaging 4 others for a total of about 90,000 
tons of enemy shipping. The continued successes of our subma¬ 
rines in spite of a high percentage of torpedo duds unquestionably 
has the effect of limiting the scope of enemy offensive capabili¬ 
ties, and has increased enemy difficulties in maintaining and 
strengthening her perimeter defenses. 

ComSoPac 300239 gives troop requirements for the next 
six months. In that despatch requirements at P0NAPE and TRUK 
are included. As this is a Central Pacific problem, it seems 
desirable for troop requirements in the MANDATES be requested 
by CinCPac. 

CinCPac-ComSoPac conferences continued during the morn¬ 
ing. The main topic of discussion was the employment of Pacific 
Fleet units in support of both GALVANIC and CART’THEEL. No de¬ 
cisions were reached. Also under discussion was a major strike 
on TRUK (PEARL HARBOR in reverse). If we could succeed in sink¬ 
ing a good number of enemy combat units anchored in TRUK, it 
would solve many of our present difficulties. At the present 
we are not strong enough for such an effort. 

There are no changes in enemy deployment. The force 
now assembled at TRUK is capable of making a raid on our outlying 
positions. 

Caa/I'X 
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30 September (Oahu date) 

Our surface force activities in the South Pacific are mainly con¬ 
cerned with interception of enemy barges attempting evacuation of troops 
from KOLCMBANGARA to CHOISEUL BAY* For this purpose DDs, PTs and aircraft 
are employed with CLs used whenever there are indications of larger enemy 
ships in vicinity. While varying number of enemy DDs have been sighted NE 
of BUIN-FAISI Area, apparently headed for north KULA GULF, none have been 
contacted by ai’/’ surface forces. No Jap combatant ships larger than DDs 
have been sighted in this area for some time. 

Task Force 14 composed of 3 CV, 3 CVL, 3 CA, 4 CL, 2 AO and 24 DD 
is at sea proceeding to deliver an attack on WAKE with aircraft and ship 
bombardment in order to destroy installations, aircraft and any surface 
ships encountered. It will alBO serve to train and give battle experience 
to commanders and all personnel. During the air attack, CTF 14 has been 
directed to obtain photographic coverage. 

CinC Eastern Fleet 300631 (pink) is a reply to CinCPac message as¬ 
suring of Fleet Comdrs. determination to strike hard when his ships are 
withdrawn from MEDITERRANEAN. 

ComSoPac 010043 (pink) informs CinCSoWesPac that plan selected for 
post-CARTWHEEL operations was plan one which includes landings in EMPRESS 
AUGUSTA BAY, BOUGAINVILLE. 

CinCPac 010347 informs ComSoPac and interested commands that ELLICE 
ISLANDS will remain under present command organization and discusses logistic 
supply in these islands and other logistic matters. 

Our*^ 


1 October (Oahu date) 

In the SOUTH PACIFIC operations against the evacuation barges from 
KOLCMBANGARA continue with our DDs in night contact with the largest group 
seen to date, about 35 of assorted sizes, of which about 20 were destroyed. 
Although enemy DDs were reported in the vicinity, our surface forces mad* 
no contact with them. Intelligence reports state KOLOMBANGARA radio was 
going off the air permanently, which may mean the evacuation is about com¬ 
pleted. 


Rear Admiral Kirk delivered an informative talk on Amphibious opera¬ 
tions at SICILY. He and his staff will be available for consultation for 
about two weeks. 

The Planning Groups are completing the plans for capture of the 
MARSHALLS and operations against KUSAIK, ENIWETCK and WAKE. They are making 
exploratory studies of the Northern KURILES and revising the plans for 
GALVANIC. A preliminary study for the capture of TRUK is also underway. g, 
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2 October (Oahu date) 


Operations of our surface and air forces in the South Pacific 
continue to center around KOLQMBANGARA where extensive destruction of 
enemy evacuation barges has resulted. Mopping up of enemy ground forces 
on VELLA LAVELLA and other small islands in vicinity continue. 

Com3rd Fleet has directed T.F.C. in his force to execute Plan 
One on 1 November. This plan calls for occupation of TREASURY ISLAND 
and landing and establishment of air fields at EMPRESS AUGUSTA BAY. 

ComSoPac anticipates 22 LST will be available on Nov. 1 which 
he considers inadequate for projected operations. 

CincSowesPac reports the occupation of FINSCHAFEN and the sink¬ 
ing of the destroyer HENLEY off MAROBE, NEW GUINEA. 

Further developments in connection with enemy submarine reported 
off BARBERS POINT yesterday indicates possibility of attempts to contact <2 
shore to obtain information. 

3 October (Oahu date) 

The North Pacific since the occupation of KISKA has been quiet. 
Consolidation of bases and development of airfields is proceeding. The 
10,000* runway on SHIMYA will probably be the largest in the ALEUTIANS. 

The construction of airfields on the island of TANAGA has begun. 

In the South Pacific, operations by our DDs, PTs and aircraft 
against the evacuation barges from KOLQMBANGARA continue. Except for some 
DDs, no enemy surface forces of any size have been sighted in that area. 

The training in amphibious operations for GALVANIC.of the 27th Army 
Division in the HAWAIIAN AREA and the 2nd Marine Division ^n^V^f^tarts 
today. 



Admiral Halsey and party completed conferences at PEARL and departed 
for NOUMEA. n ^ 

— 


1667 













A 


■ SECRET - 


4 October (Oahu date) 




In the South Pacific, operations by our surface and air forces 
against the enemy evacuation barges from KOLOMBANGARA and CHOISEUL con¬ 
tinue, No contacts were made, either surface or air. Land operations in 
northwest VELLA LAVELLA are continuing. 


detected. 


Task Force 14 proceeding to WAKE apparently, so far, has not been 


There has been no further information of the enemy submarine re¬ 
ported off BARBER’S POINT, OAHU. Another enemy submarine has been sighted 
100 miles northeast of CANTON ISLAND. The extended distance of these two 
submarines from their usual areas may indicate a change in the enemy's 
policy of their employment. 

CinCPOA 050249 (pink) informs CominCh that D-Day for GALVANIC 
is 8 et as 19 November. CominCh 051605 (pink) approves 19 November as 
firm D-Day for GALVANIC. ComGenCentPac letter AG 093/4 of 4 October 
directs the placing of the 27th Infantry Division under the operational 
control of ComCenPacFor as of this date. The administration and supply Q- 
of the Division to remain with ComGenCentPac. 

5 October (Oahu date) 

Operations by our surface and air forces against the enemy 
evacuation barges from KOLOMBANGARA to CHOISEUL and from CHOISEUL to 
BUIN Area are continuing with several barges destroyed and others damaged. 
Ground force actions on VELLA LAVELLA are meeting with success. 

Nine enemy DDs were sighted 15 miles south of CAPE ST. GEORGE. 
Despatches indicate that our DDs in the VELLA LAVELLA area were in action 
of some kind. Three DDs were damaged and are retiring southward under 
fighter cover. 

At dawn today aircraft from carriers of T.F. 14 attacked WAKE, 
apparently achieving surprise. Cruisers of this force divided into North 
and South groups carried out an effective bombardment without aircraft 
opposition except for 2 Zekes. Casualties reported so far, one observation 
plane and 1 officer on S.S. SKATE wounded by strafing. Further air attacks 
and bombardments are scheduled for tomorrow. 

Com 7th Fleet recommends to Cominch against reduction of submarines 
on East Coast of Australia because of existing situation in the South and SW 
combat areas, and requests action to provide 30 operating submarines in West 
• AUSTRALIA-NEI Areas be expedited. 

CinCPac recommends against recruiting of Hawaiian Japanese for use in 
other areas as the best qualified and most loyal are already employed and any 
military information they have may be forcibly extracted in evont of capture. 

Admiral Halsey and staff will arrive BRISBANE 9 October for confer¬ 
ences with General McArthur. 


(Continued) 
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5 October (Oahu date) 


ConSoPac informed all his principal subordinates that target date 
of 1 November for EMPRESS AUGUSTA BAY and D-5 day for TREASURY ISLAND 
must be met because of importance to other operations in PACIFIC. 



CominCh 042043 provides a method for segregating desnatch traffic 
for ready reference by use of serial numbers. 


CominCh 042132 (pink) suggests consideration use of arresting and 
catapulting units on shore during time air strips are under construction. 0* 


6 October (Oahu date) 




Operations in the NEW GEORGIA area by our light surface and air forces 
against enemy barges and cargo ships continue. In last nights action northeast 
of VELLA LAVELLA the CHEVALIER, O'B ANNON and SELFRIDGE engaged five enemy DDs 
(one of which may have been a CL). The CHEVALIER was sunk. The SELFRIDGE was 
badly damaged and the O'BANNON slightly damaged. It is reported that the enemy 
lost 2 DD and 1 CL and that other enemy ships received damage. Other light 
forces of both sides were in the general area but did not get close enough to 
each other to engage. The surviving enemy withdrew. The O'BANNON picked up 
fourteen officers and about 85# of CHEVALIER crew. 


In the Central Pacific, carrier aircraft from TF 14 struck WAKE today 
for the second time but no details were received. Apparently several of our 
planes landed in the water about 60 mile3 NE of WAKE from which may be deduced 
that either an air battle took place or bad weather forced the landings. At 
dawn today 6 Navy VB from MIDWAY bombed and photographed WAKE encountering light 
AA fire and no aircraft. 


CinCPac 062251 informs CinCLant, CominCh that 6 DDs were lost by sinkings 
or battle damage in last week, that shortage of DDs is acute and requests expedit¬ 
ing dispatch of PaoFlt DDs covered by CinCLant 031950 and prior dispatches. 

CinCPac 070239 to CominCh, MarCorps, discusses employment of Marine Divs. 
and replacement battalions for future operations in Central Pacific. 

CinCPac 061801 directs ComCenPac submit plan to vigorously deny NAURU 
minimum requirement being strike about D minus two day with 1 CV and 1 CVL, 3 CA 
plus DDs. SARATOGA and MONTEREY will probably be available. 

JCS 021832 (pink) states the overall strategy in the Pacific and discusses 
the possibilities for CinCSowesPac advancing into the PHILIPPINES and perfecting . 
plans to accomplish this as quickly as possible. /Q @ 
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7 October (Oahu date) 

In the South Pacific our air Btrikes in the KAHILI-BUIN Area were 
intensified causing heavy damage to shore installations and aircraft on 
the ground. Operations by our aircraft and FT boats against enemy evacu¬ 
ation barges continue. The sweeping of our mine fields invicinity KOLOM- 
BANGARA and enemy mine fields in lower BLACKETT STRAIT will start about 
12 October. O’BANNON and SELFRIDGE* which were damaged in night action 
with enemy DDs, arrived alongside repair ship in PURVIS BAY. 

No further information from CTF 14 except that his task force has 
cleared the WAKE Area. HOE has been directed to join SKATE in search for 
survivors of planes forced down off WAKE. Preliminary reports from photo¬ 
graphic and bombing mission from MIDWAY and other sources indicate nearly 
all Jap planes on WAKE put out of action, total about 50, many enemy 
killed and considerable damage to installations. Our losses have not as 
yet been reported. 

Cora 3rd Fleet 072215 (pink) considers it desirable to have additional 
light cruiser Division plus screen of 4 DD from 25 October to 12 November 
or later, replacement 5 DDs damaged or sunk and 1 Division DDs to increase 
coverage for longer lines of communication. 

CinCLant 071720 (pink) in answer CinCPac 062251 (pink herein) states 
that 3 DDs will be sent to PACIFIC prior 12 October and others as soon as 
available. 

Planes conducting photo reconnaissance of MAKIN have been directed 
to give light token bombing to induce natives to leave for LITTLE MAKIN. 

There are no new enemy developments. Our attack on WAKE does not 
seem to have caused a move of any major ships in the MANDATES. It is 
increasingly evident that the enemy will not expose his fleet to battle, 
but will seize every favorable opportunity for attrition. 



8 October (Oahu date) v 

ComNorPac reports that our search planes sighted two enemy Bettys about 
275 miles to the West and Southwest of ATTU indicating an increase in air 
strength and intensification of air search from PARAMUSHIRU. 

There were no new developments in the Central Pacific resulting from our 
strike on WAKE. TF 14 is returning to PEARL HARBOR. 

In the SOUTH PACIFIC only minor air activity was reported with no contacts 
between surface forces. An increasing number of enemy surface ships including 
cargo ships have recently been sighted in EMPRESS AUGUSTA BAY. In view of the 
forthcoming operations on BOUGAINVILLE this activity should be regarded with 


concern. 
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9 October (Oahu date) 


Classified 


Reports received from SOUTH PACIFIC state that Jap resistance on 
VELLA LAVELLA has been eliminated and small boat patrols around entire 
shore KOLOMBANGARA ISLAND drew no enemy fire. Apparently the enemy has com¬ 
pleted evacuation of both islands. Further information received on the night 
destroyer action of 6 October indicates that only one enemy DD was sunk by 
torpedoes and that no CLs were present. 

C.T.F. 14 reports that 320 tons of bombs were dropped on WAKE and that 
operations were carried out according to plan except that one additional air 
strike was made on second day. Our air losses were operational 14, combat 13 & 
and 21 total flight crews missing. 



10 October (Oahu date) 

The NORTH PACIFIC area has been quiet. Routine air searches are 
carried out whenever weather permits. 

Action in the SOUTH PACIFIC has been confined to air and small craft 
surface patrols with a few minor air strikes on enemy positions. Two Jap 
planes hit two AK's unloading at GUADALCANAL with torpedoes, damaging both. 

CinCPac 110141 informs ComGen Samoa that no APA are available at present 
for training 22nd Marines but will be made available prior to employment. 

There are no indications that changes in the disposition of major Jap <0 
fleet units have been made. - 



11 October (Oahu date) 

The PACIFIC OCEAN AREAS, in general, were quiet. 

One heavy air strike was made on KAHILI Airfield and adjacent gun 
positions. Extensive damage was inflicted and many intercepting planes 
destroyed. Our plane losses were light. 

CinCPac 120450 deals with the requirements and availability of Army 
defense battalions. 

ComSoPac 120452 (pink) outlines tentative future plans of CinCSoWesPac ^ 
for BISMARCK-ADMTRALTY assault. 
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12 October 1943 (Oahu date) *S4/ 

In the SOUTH PACIFIC, another heavy air strike was made on the 
airfields in the KAHILI-BUIN Area starting the neutralization of this 
area preparatory to the advance into BOUGAINVILLE. CinCSoY/esPac is to 
start a similar campaign against RABAUL. 

Com 3rd Fleet 130416 (pink) purposes to lay defensive mine fields 
northwest of EMPRESS AUGUSTA BAY and to the northeast of CAPE FRIENDSHIP 
prior to next operation in BOUGAINVILLE. 

In ComNorPac 120012, Vice Admiral F.J. Fletcher relieved Vice 
Admiral T.C. Kinkaid as oommander North Pacific Force and assumed command 
of North Pacific Area on 11 October in accordance CinCPac 091911, 



13 October 1943 (Oahu date) 

For the first time since our capture of ATTU enemy bombing planes, 8 to 
10 Bettys, carried out a bombing attack in the ALEUTIANS. The attack was de¬ 
livered on MASSACRE BAY, ATTU from a high altitude but no damage was done. Our 
fighter attempt at interception was not successful. 

Two enemy light cruisers, the TAMA and the KISO, which have been based 
in the North KURILES are enroute to RABAUL. 

In the SOUTHWEST PACIFIC a very heavy strike was carried out against 
RABAUL which succeeded in destroying an estimated 100 planes, damaging 50 others 
on the ground and shooting down 26 fighters out of 40 in the air. Claims were 
also made for sinking or destroying 3 DDs, 3 AKs, 43 small ships, plus other 
harbor craft. 

ComSubsPac 140030 (pink) is a recommendation on Com 7th Fleet 060937 in 
regard to redistribution of submarines in SOWES PACIFIC area. 

14 October 1943 (Oahu date) 

The Pacific Ocean Areas were generally quiet. Air strikes in the SOWES 
PACIFIC were executed against the CAPE GLOUCESTER area with good results. 

Air reconnaissance of MAKIN and APAMAMA were completed and results from 
MAKIN should be received in a few days. No enemy activity or shore construction 
was noted on APAMAMA. 

CinCPac 150359 directs that on or about 5 November ComGen SAMOA report 
to ComAirCenPacFor (R.Adra. Hoover) for operational control Marine and Navy shore 
based aircraft and other facilities in SAMOA-ELLICE area in support of GALVANIC. 
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15 October (Oahu Date) 



Operations in the Pacific Area under CinCPOA were restricted to air 
strikes on the BUIN—KAHILI and BUKA airfields* Good results were obtained* 


As all land resistance in the NEW GEORGIA Area had ceased, ComSoPac 
formally terminated the assault phase of that campaign* Information received 
from POT/ indicates that KOLCWBANGARA garrison consisted of about 10,000 troops* 
About 3,000 of these reached CHOISEUL for further evacuation to BUIN Area 
and the remainder were evacuated by DD to RABAUL. VELLA LAVELLA was evacuated 
night of 6 - 7 October by DDs receiving troops from small boats. He further 
stated the enemy will not evacuate SOLCHONS west of line 156-20 east. 


There are no indications that the disposition of major enemy fleet a 
units have been changed. 


16 October (Oahu Date) 

Action in the South Pacific was limited to air strikes on enemy 
airfields and barges* 

In the Central Pacific a single unidentified float plane appeared 
off OAHU shortly before midnight from the southwest. It was illuminated 
by searchlights and made off in a southwesterly direction. It is possible 
that this was a plane from an enemy submarine. 

The Planning Groups having completed the detail plan for FLINTLOCK, 
outline plan for CATCHP0LE and preliminary study for capture of Northern 
KURILES are currently working on a detail plan for CATCHP0LE and preliminary 
study for an operation to by-pass TRUK and perhaps P0NAPE and capture SAIPAN- o 
TINIAN or the B0NINS. ^ 

17 October (Oahu Date) 

The Pacific Ocean Areas were generally quiet. Air strikes were made 
on enemy air facilities on BOUGAINVILLE and small craft in adjacent waters* 

Com 3rd Fleet 180257 directs ComGen Samoa to report for duty to 
ComAirCenPacFor (R. Adm. Hoover) when that officer arrives in ELLICE Area 
about 5 November in compliance with CinCPao 150359. 

Cominch 161830 quotes War Department directive that effective 
1 November 1943 the Alaska Defense Command is designated a separate theater 
of operations and renamed the Alaskan Department under direct control of the 
War Department. . 
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18 October (Oahu Date) 

Air activities in the SOUTH PACIFIC continued with resulting damage to 
enemy ground facilities and many planes shot down. Our air losses were slight. 

ComGenCentPac in conference called attention to the very profitable target 
presented PEARL HARBOR at this time with its heavy concentration of combatant 
ships and that the eneny will make every effort to interfere with the initiation 
of our forward movement in the CENTRAL PACIFIC resorting to suicidal type of air 
raids if necessary. He further stated that it is essential that everyone be 
particularly alert at this time and until the forces for GALVANIC depart. 0 

19 October (Oahu Date) 


Air strikes on airfields and facilities on BOUGAINVILLE and NEW BRITAIN 
and various barges and small craft in vicinity continue* 


ComAirPac raised the question as to adequacy of aviation gasoline that 
will be available in the GILBERTS for projected operations. As a result of 
conference, it was determined that enough gasoline would be there for opera¬ 
tions now planned, but that it would be desirable to increase the scale of 
operations if more gas could be brought in to support the increase. 


CominCh 191811 states MarCorps made available for transfer overseas 
various specialized units. 

20 October (Oahu Date) 



In the SOUTH PACIFIC, air strikes against the enemy air facilities in 
Southern BOUGAINVILLE continue at an accelerated rate. Many enemy troops are 
seen on the southwest coast of CHOISEUL ISLAND, probably awaiting evacuation. 

Work on clearing FUAGEA CHANNEL, FUNAFUTI has been completed. Report 
states 800' ship can negotiate channel with safety. 

CinCPac 210259 assigns 2nd and 8th Defense Battalions reinforced to 
5thPhibCorps. 


In reply to CinCPac query, CoraSoPac stated that he is unable to provide 
Army troops relief of Marine defense battalions in the ELLICE ISLANDS. General 
Richardson states that he cannot provide this relief unless authorized to do so 
by the War Department,—thus raising the question of CinCPac authority to move 
Army troops within the Pacific Ocean Areas. 
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21 October (Oahu date) 


The Pacific Ocean Areas were generally quiet. In the SHORTLANDS 
Area, our aircraft and PT boats were active on searches and minor strikes. 


There are indications that the enemy is carrying out extensive 
air and surface operations which are generally believed to be extensive 
searches extending from the KURILES to the SOLOMONS. Enemy submarines 
are extending their operations with one located southwest of HAWAII, and 
four sighted near NOUMEA. While it is generally accepted that the current 
enemy operations are limited to more extensive and intense searches, the 
fact remains that these activities may result in raids in areas offering 
sufficiently profitable targets to justify a hazardous attack. 


22 October (Oahu date) 



In the South Pacific, our air forces continued their operations 
against enemy air, land installations and shipping. In one air attack by 
RAAF planes on two light cruisers probably the KISO and TAMA, one cruiser 
was damaged. 


There was further evidence that air searches and submarine patrols 
were on a wider scale than heretofore. 


23 October (Oahu date) 



& 


The air strikes against aircraft and air ground facilities on 
BOUGAINVILLE were intensified yesterday. The neutralization of the BUIN- 
SHORTLAND area preparatory to the advance into TREASURY ISLAND and EMPRESS 
AUGUSTA BAY is apparently progressing favorably. 


Com 3rd Fleet 240115 Op. Plan 16A-43 sets up a covering force of 
the CLEVELAND, DENVER and 7 DD, T.G. 39.3, for the forces advancing on TREASURY 
ISLAND in accordance with his Op. Plan 16-43. 


ComGenCentPac 210501 relays policy of Combined Chiefs of Staff in 
regard to handling propaganda. 


ComGenCentPac has 
The whole command question 


raised various 
in the Pacific 


points regarding command for GALVANIC. 
Ocean Area is now under study. 


( 3 / 1 ^ 
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24 October (Oahu date) 

Our air offensive in the Southern BOUGAINVILLE area is continuing. 

Heavy air strikes were also made on RABAUL. 

Com 3rd Fleet 240601 is Op. Plan 16B-43 which directs T.F. 39, CruDiv 
12 and DesRon 23, bombard BUKA airfield 0000 L November 1 to render it temporar¬ 
ily ineffective during initial landing at EMPRESS AUGUSTA BAY. On return trip 
in passing SHORTLAND area they are to bombard FAISI, BALLALE and other facilities 
in vicinity. 

CinCPac Op.Plan 13-43 was modified so as to make it perfectly clear to 
the Army. The modification makes no change in any fundamentals of the plan. 
General Richardson, in a series of letters to CinCPac, has shown considerable 
concern over the command set-up for GALVANIC. There is no disagreement over 
fundamentals. 

CominCh 221319 (pink) requests broad recommendations concerning sequence, 
timing and nature of Pacific Operations for 1944. 

ComSoPac 250815 (pink) states ComSoWesPac is submitting Reno 3 Plan Q 
to JCS which covers employment of SoPac forces during 1944. 

25 October (Oahu date) 

In the SOLOMONS, heavy air strikes against KAHILI and surrounding 
airfields were continued. Heavy damage was inflicted. Reports received 
from yesterday's raid on RABAUL indicated that considerable damage was 
caused with many planes destroyed. 

C.T.F. 31 directed 3 M's to proceed to southeastern BOUGAINVILLE 
to lay minefield in BOUGAINVILLE STRAIT, November 2nd, east longitude date. 

Com 3rd Fleet Op. Plan 16C—43 directs CTF 38 with 2 carriers to 
strike BUKA airfields early morning of D-day and subsequently. ComAirSoPac 
planes will strike BUK# on D-3 or 2 day. CTF 39 will bombard BUKA 0000L 
November 1st. 


CTF 31 reports all echelons for TREASURY ISLAND underway on schedule. 


CinCPac 252100 directs CamGenCentPao to use serial 00198, which out¬ 
lines forces required for Central Pacific Campaign, as a basis for procure¬ 
ment of Army personnel and material. 


CinCPac 260519 (pink) to CominCh gives broad outline of Central 
Pacific Operations during 1944. 
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26 October (Oahu date) 

In the northern SOLOMONS, further air strikes were carried out against 
air installations in the BTJIN Area. 


Troop landings on TREASURY ISLAND were completed on schedule. Mortar 
fire, which was encountered on beach, resulted in a few casualties. 

Troops were also landed from 4 APD's on northwest CHOISEUL ISLAND, 
preparatory to establishing a PT boat base. A considerable number of Jap 
troops are still reported in CHOISEUL BAY. 


ComSoPac 270212 proposes to lay aerial mines in eastern entrance 
BUKA STRAIT and western channel to RAM UN BAY (west side BUKA STRAIT). 

As a result of anticipated raids or action against enemy Central 
Pacific islands, the main forces of Japanese Fleet left TRUK about 16 October 
for area northeast of there. This may be interpreted to mean that the Japa¬ 
nese may be expected (a) to station their surface forces now at TRUK in po¬ 
sitions to counter our moves into the GILBERTS or MARSHALLS, (b) to sortie 
from TRUK on suspicion of any air raid proceeding toward that base. The sur- / 
face forces returned to TRUK on 26 October. , 

27 October (Oahu date) 'JwiA — 


In the South Pacific, the occupation of TREASURY ISLAND is progressing 
favorably. An excellent PT boat base there will accommodate 20 boats. Enemy 
ground forces are retiring to the NE. No report was received from landing force 
on CHOISEUL. Air attacks on air facilities in BUIN area continue. 


CaminCh 261627 (pink) requests recommendations for greater use of sub¬ 
marines against enemy combatant ships. 

ComSoPac 280643 (pink) requests consideration of moving TF 37 to posi¬ 
tion to assist in interception any enemy force moving south and at same time 
be in position to carry out ComCenPac plans. 

CominCh 262039 (pink) requests recommendation for employment Com9thPhib- 
For and staff with CenPacFor and sets target date for operations against PARA- / 
MUSHIRO as Spring of 1945. 
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28 October (Oahu date) 

The occupation of TREASURY ISLAND and establishment of a PT base in 
part CHOISEUL ISLAND ar© proc©©ding satisfactorily# 

The air strikes on airfields in the BUIN Area and BUKA field have 
been intensified and major destruction accomplished. All airfields in 
Southern BOUGAINVILLE were unserviceable on 26 October. 

ComSoPac 290101 has directed laying of aerial mines in eastern en¬ 
trance BUKA STRAIT. 

ComSoPac 290302 (pink) is Op. Plan 16 D-43 and gives dates of moving 
of echelons into EMPRESS AUGUSTA BAY and TREASURY ISLAND. 

CinCPao 290450 gives intention to return BatDivs 6, 8, 9 and one car' 
rier group to SoPac after GALVANIC. 

CinCPac 290321 (pink) to ComSoPac is reply to request for stationing 
of new battleships as covering force for BOUGAINVILLE Operation. 

Enemy reactions to our move into TREASURY and CHOISEUL ISLAND have 
been minor in character. They apparently are preoccupied with the defense 
of BISMARCK ARCHIPELEQO NEW GUINEA /V/?/? s///?Z-C j/j 




29 October (Oahu date) 

The operations on TREASURY ISLAND and at VOZA on CHOISEUL are still 
well in hand. The various Task Forces for the seizure of EMPRESS AUGUSTA 
BAY and air strikes and bombardment of BUKA are underway on their missions. 

Cominch and CNO 221825 and 291645 (pink) gives the decisions of JCS 
in regard to (a) changes in "Category of Defense" for ALASKA, ALEUTIANS and 
HAWAIIAN ISLANDS, (b) garrison force requirements in ALASKA and HAWAIIAN 
ISLANDS (c) target date for PARAMUSHIP.U, (d) construction of bases and 3 air¬ 
fields in ALEUTIANS for B-29 bombers. 



(East Longitude date) in support of GALVANIC. A * 

IWV- 

30 October (Oahu date) — 

Operations on TREASURY ISLAND and CHOISEUL ISLAND, at VOZA and SANGIGAI^ 
are proceeding favorably. Air strikes on enemy air facilities on BOUGAINVILLE 
ISLAND continue daily with heavy damage inflicted. 

The very light enemy air opposition encountered confirms the destruction 
of many enemy aircraft in the RABAUL-BCXJGAINVILLE Area and indicates either the 
inability to make up losses or the reluctance to transfer aircraft from other 
are&B such as the MARSHALLS. 

Our transport group, 1st Echelon of the Landing Force, was sighted by 
enemy aircraft late this afternoon SW of NEW GEORGIA ISLAND and tracked con-# 
tinuously. No report has been received to date from any of our task forces 
engaged in this operation. 4 
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31 October (Oahu date) 2 

In the South Pacific, the initial landing at TOR0KINA, northern part 
of EMPRESS AUGUSTA BAY, was successfully carried out without opposition 
from enemy air or surface ships. 

The BUKA and BONIS airfields were bombarded by T.F. 39 (4 CLS and 
4 DDs) at midnight and T. F. 38 carried out air strikes on same fields 
at dawn. Large fires were started. T. F. 39 also bombarded the SHORTLAND 
area early this morning. Enemy surface units about 4 CL and 6 DD were 
sighted in ST. GEORGE CHANNEL south of CAPE ORFORD. 

The planning groups currently are preparing studies and outline 
plans for carrier raids on the MARSHALL ISLANDS and NAURU immediately 
after completion of GALVANIC and on TRUK sometime between GALVANIC and / 
FLINTLOCK. ' 



1 November (Oahu date) 

Operations in south BOUGAINVILLE and air strikes on BUKA were proceed¬ 
ing as planned with no interference with our landing at EMPRESS AUGUSTA BAY. 

An attempted enemy raid by surface forces on transports in the Bay was inter¬ 
cepted by TF 39 and driven off. Results of the battle have not been reported 
except that DD FOOTE was hit by a torpedo and is being towed to TULAGI. Later 
70 enemy planes attacked TF 39 and caused minor damage. 

CominCh 311400 (pink) directs passing CCS 329/2 to ComOenCentPac and 
planning, training for Central Pacific Campaign, requesting personnel and 
material in advance of specific JCS directives. 

ComSoPac 010057 (pink) gives latest trends in shaping of RENO 3 plans 
which involves MANUS ISLAND, KAVIENG. 




2 November (O ahu date) V*** 

Operations on TREASURY ISLAND and at EMPRESS AUGUSTA BAY, BOUGAINVILLE IS. 
are proceeding satisfactorily. The Marine para-troop battalion has been with¬ 
drawn from CHOISEUL. 

Information received from CTF 39 states that as a result of the surface 
battle a preliminary estimate indicates that the enemy had 1 cruiser and 4 
destroyers sunk; 2 cruisers and 2 destroyers damaged. Our damage was DD FOOTE 
torpedoed but towed clear and DENVER received 4 eight-inch hits, none serious. 
A heavy air strike on RABAUL following the surface battle reported sinking 
2 DDs, 1 DL, 6 Marus, 2 AK and several small craft, and damaging 2 CAs, one 
seriously, 2 DDs, 7 merchant ships and 2 tankers. 


(pIMKj 


ComSoPac 030100 A is a request for reinforcement of SOPAC forces with fast 
BBs and DDs as additional cover for operations on BOUGAINVILLE. This r 
resulted from the information that a force of cruisers and destroyers 


TRUK headed south 
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3 November (Oahu date) 

The operations in the EMPRESS AUGUSTA BAY Area and on TREASURY 
ISLAND are proceeding favorably. 

CinCPac 030915 (pink) assigns CruDiv 13 and DesDiv 49 temporarily 
to SoPac for use in current BOUGAINVILLE operations and to assist in repel¬ 
ling 5-8 enemy cruisers and destroyers reported southwest of KAVIENO. 

ComSoPac 040446 (pink) is a reply to above dispatch, giving 
reasons for requesting fast B3s. 

NASHVILLE replaced the damaged DENVER in TF 39. Com 7th Fleet 
made the following ships, at MILNE 3AY, available to ComSoPac: (CAs) AUSTRALIA, 
SHROPSHIRE; (DDs) ARTJNTA, WARRAMUNGA, HER!, RALPH TALBOT. 

Chief of Staff, Army 022303 clarifies directive to ConGenCentPac 
relative to ground forces in Central Pacific Area. 

The departure of most of the cruisers and destroyers from TRUK 
for the KAVIENG-RABAUL area leaves only the carriers and battleships at 
that base. The enemy cruiser and destroyer force near RABAUL is apparently 
for the purpose of taking advantage of any opportunity to interfere with 
the operation of our transports in the EMPRESS AUGUSTA BAY area. Due to 
our air coverage of RABAUL the force probably will not base there but may 
operate out of KAVIENG. The use of our fast BBs in the waters off EMPRESS 
AUGUSTA BAY within range of enemy shore based air and probable concentration 
of enemy submarines without adequate targets is not considered justifiable. 
CruDiv 13 and DesDiv 49 have been sent to assist the South Pacific Forces.^- 

4 November (Oahu date) 

Operations in the EMPRESS AUGUSTA BAY Area are proceeding favorably 
with the 2nd Echelon due tomorrow morning. Mopping up continues on TREASURY 
ISLAND. 


P]anes from TF 38 (SARATOOA-PRINCETON) with R. Adm. Sherman in com¬ 
mand struck RABAUL apparently shortly after the arrival of the cruiser-destroyer 
force from TRUE. The force of 23 torpedo planes, 22 dive bombers, and 52 
fighters reported the following damage: 5 out of 6 CAs hit by torpedoes and 
bombs, the 6th CA was torpedoed; 1 of 2 CLs was hit by torpedoes and bombs, the 
other by bombs; 2 DDs of 15 to 20 present were torpedoed; about 24 planes shot 
down plus 5 probables and several damaged. Our losses were 5 fighters, 2 tor¬ 
pedo planes missing, 1 dive bomber shot down and 32 planes with minor damage. 

The 2 CAs and several CLs and DDs reported north of KAVIENG retiring 
northward perhaps were the ships damaged by SoWesPac air force in RABAUL. 

CinCPac 030915 (pink) is further directive for temporary assignment 
of CruDiv 13 and DesDiv 49 to SoPac and present intention of detafcMng them 
about 12 November for GALVANIC. 

CominCh 042125 (pink) approves deferment FLINTLOCK target date to a , 
date as early as possible after 1 January, and not later than 31 January 1944. ( 
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5 November (Oahu date) 

The second echelon for EMPRESS AUGUSTA 3AY and 3rd echelon for 
TREASURY T SLAND arrived on schedule. Operations are proceeding satisfac¬ 
torily. 


There has been no further information on T.F. 38 air strike on 
combatant shipping in RABAUL. Two CL's and 5 DD's were sighted northwest 
of TOROEINA and one-half of T.F. 39 was proceeding to intercept. The other 
two CL's and DD’s after fueling in HATH CRN SOUND, southern end KULA C T JLF, 
were proceeding to join. 

CinCPac 052111 (pink) assigns T.F. 50.3, R. Adm. Montgomery with 
ESSEX, BUNKER HILL, INDEPENDENCE, and 3 DD, temporarily to SoPac for imme¬ 
diate strikes against damaged enemy shipping in RABAUL. Present intentions 
are to withdraw these units for GALVANIC. 


ComSoPac 060619 (pink) is a request for one and preferably two 
carrier divisions to augment SoPac forces in support of operations on BOU¬ 
GAINVILLE and retention of CruDiv 13 and DesDiv 49 until consolidation 
AUGUSTA BAY completed about end November. 


Information indicates that the following enemy combatant units 
are in the BISMARCK-SOLOMONS sxr at present: 6 CA (damaged), 3 CL, 18-20 
DD. The planes from the two large carriers are believed shore-based in 
this area. 



6 November (Oahu date) 


Operations in the EMPRESS AUGUSTA BAY Area and on TREASTTRY ISLAND 
are proceeding satisfactorily. Echelons are proceeding and unloading both 
places as per schedule and without interference. 

Further information on TF 38 air strike on shipping in RABAUL ob¬ 
tained during the attack indicates that the previously reported extensive 
damage to the cruisers and destroyers may be correct. Photographs taken 
during the attack show the following combatant ships present: 8 CAs, 2 M0GAI.il, 
2 NACIII, 3 ATAGO, 1 TONE Classes; 3 CLs, 1 each SENDAI, YUBARI, NATORI; and 
14 DDs. 


CinCPac 060320 (pink) delays Dog Day for GALVANIC one day to 20 
November W. Long. 

ComSoWesPac 070213 (pink) sets tentatively Dog Day for DEXTERITY 
as 5 December. 


C of S to ComGenCentPac (070220) gives War Dept, policies and in- / 

structions in regard to training, supply and movements of troops in Central 
Pacific Area. ' Q/ 

tMJA 


1G81 





















■ ssca g*- 

7 November (Oahu date) 

The seizure and occupation of EMPRESS AUGUSTA BAY and TREASURY ISLAND 
are proceeding in accordance with plan. Enemy air attacks damaged two of 
our transports unloading at EXPRESS AUGUSTA BAY with 1 bomb each. The 3rd 
Echelon at AUGUSTA BAY and 4th Echelon at TREASURY ISLAND are due 11 November 
(E. Long. date). 

Reports as to the damage inflicted on enemy combatant ships at RABAUL 
by carrier planes are still lacking. From intelligence information it appears 
that the damage may not be as extensive as first reported. The same informa¬ 
tion states that 3 CAs and 15 DD remain in RABAUL and that all other cruisers 
and destroyers retired to TRUK. ^ 

(V*- 

8 November (Oahu date) 

Operations at EMPRESS AUGUSTA BAY are progressing favorably. Enemy 
air attacks which damaged two transports also damaged the BIRMINGHAM (CL). 

The most serious part of the damage is to one turret and to hull plating which 
requires docking to repair. 

The two carrier task groups 38 and 50.3 are proceeding to stations 
from which to launch air attacks on RABAUL morning of 11 November (E. long.date). 

The most recent photo reconnaissance of RABAUL indicates a reduction 
in shipping there with about 3 cruisers, 7 destroyers and 1 battleship present. 
The presence of the latter ship is not considered probable. 

CominCh 081626 (pink) comments on delay in GALVANIC and use of sub¬ 
marines on TRUK-RABAUL route. 

CinCPac 090240 (pink) set the target date for FLINTLOCK as 17 Jan. 

1944, East Long. date. 

During a conference with those concerned this afternoon, it was decided 
to withdraw CentPac forces which had been sent to Admiral Halsey to bolster 
up his BOUGAINVILLE operation, and to order Sherman's task force to strike 
NAURU as originally planned. There does not seem to be any necessity for 
support from CentPac after the CV strike on RABAUL now scheduled for the l$th 
(local date). 

The Plans Division of CinCPOA Staff is considering a plan to defeat 
JAPAN twelve months after GERMANY falls. The assumption is that GERMANY will g 
fall in October 1944. (t. 


o 
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9 November (Oahu date) 


Our positions on EMPRESS AUGUSTA BAY and TREASURY ISLAND are being 
improved and conditions are satisfactory. YJork has started on airfields at 
TOROKINA POINT which will take about 30 days to complete. 

Our aircraft continue their attacks on enemy aircraft and airfields 
in BOUGAINVILLE area with good results. Airfields are kept out of commission. 
Some bombing of our positions in this area was minor in character and resulted 
in little damage. 

Latest reports confirm the fact that most of the enemy cruisers and 
destroyers have been withdrawn from the RABAUL area as only two cruisers, 9 DD, 
plus some auxiliaries and merchant ships were reported there. 

Reply to CominCh 262039 Oct. in regard to employment Com9thPhibFor and 
Staff was made by serial 001430 of Nov. 2 which recommended in effect that the 
Headquarters 9thPhibFor be sent to SAN DIEGO to complete Group 3, 5thPhibFor 
and remainder to PhibTrainPac to be organized as nucleus for future expansion 
into Force or Group Headquarters. CominCh 092220 dissolved 9thPhibFor and 
action recommended above was approved and will be carried out. 

CinCPac 092115 to ComSoPac directs that Montgomery's carrier force 
report V.Adm Spruance in time to carry out GALVANIC and Sherman's force 
carry out planned strike on NAURU. R.Adm DuBose’s cruiser and destroyer 
force was also ordered to join ComCenPacFor for GALVANIC. 


10 November (Oahu date) 

The consolidation of our positions in EMPRESS AUGUSTA BAY and on 
TREASURY ISLAND is progressing with but minor enemy interference at the former 
place. 



The carrier air strikes made by two groups of carriers on shipping in 
RABAUL were handicapped by a low cloud cover over that port. 

Five DDs were dive bombed and attacked with torpedoes off the entrance 
to the port with some hits and near misses reported. Carriers in R. Adm. Mont¬ 
gomery's force apparently received minor damage, although the ESSEX reported 
four air attacks delivered at her. Many enemy planes were reported shot down. 
Full report of Montgomery's strike is not in. He may have been able to strike 
RABAUL. 


CominCh 101609 (pink) calls attention to seriousness of shipping situ¬ 
ation in P0A suggesting making South and Central Pacific a single area for 
transportation of personnel with CinCPOA as coordinating agency of priorities. 
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11 November (Oahu date) 


The consolidation of positions on EMPRESS AUGUSTA BAY and TREASURY 
ISLAND continue as planned. With the completion of unloading of the 3rd 
Echelon at TOROKINA and 4th Echelon at TREASURY there have been landed 26,700 
personnel and 19,000 tons of cargo at the former and 7,700 personnel and 5,800 
tons of cargo at the latter place. 

NANOMEA reported being under attack yesterday by 12 bombers. Forty 
to sixty bombs were dropped causing minor casualties and damage. 

As a result of enemy air attacks on our carrier groups attacking 
RABAUL it was reported that about 100 enemy planes were shot down by our 
carrier aircraft. 


The results of R.Adm. Montgomery's carrier air strike on shipping 
in RABAUL are as given in CTG 50.3 dispatch 120321. 

12 November (Oahu date) 

The consolidation at EMPRESS AUGUSTA BAY continues with no interference 
subsequent to the landing. The 4th Echelon arrived there on schedule. 

As a result of enemy torpedo plane attack, 0500 local time, southwest 
of EMPRESS AUGUSTA BAY on T.F. 39 the DENVER was hit aft. With three shafts 
out of commission the DENVER was proceeding under tow of tug and on one shaft 
at 7 knots. The DENVER is thus under serious danger of enemy air attack. 

The BfaKSE movement of Marine defense battalions in the SAMOAN-ELLICE 
area was discussed with Lt.Gen. Vandegrift, U.S.M.C. 



During the morning Admiral Nimitz discussed the POA troop lift problem. 
Various views and difficulties were presented by those concerned. Admiral 
Newton will present a proposal on the problem at a conference tomorrow. 0 


13 November (Oahu date) 




The enemy's attempts at interference with our occupation of EMPRESS 
AUGUSTA BAY area and TREASURY ISLAND both by air and surface ships have decreased 
materially since the successful carrier air strikes on RA3AUL on the 10th W. Long, 
date. 


Task Force 74, consisting of the AUSTRALIA, SHROPSHIRE and 4 DD, have 
been directed to return to command of SoWesPac, but with the stipulation that 
it be available for call when needed. 

6 Bombers attacked FUNAFUTI during the night of 12 Nov. W. Long, date 
with no casualties, some material damage and 3 aircraft destroyed. 

CominCh 132035 (pink) quotes WarDept. directive to ComGen Alaska Sector 
to actively participate in the planning for operation against PARAMUSHIRU with 
ComNorPacFor on basis of mutual cooperation. 

-Continued- 
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15 November (Oahu date) -Continued- 

V.Adra Newton presented a solution of the priorities problem for study 
by the Staff. This problem will be discussed further before being sent along 
to Washington. 


Co*v\tfV\ttvjP’c r * ,n S Lt.Gen. Vandegrift conferred with various Marine Corps 

aeiivit-tefi on Marine problems in the Central Pacific. 


14 November (Oahu date) 


t^ 


In the South Pacific, the occupation of TREASURY IS. has been completed 
and organized land resistance has ended. 

The reinforcement and supply of our troops in EMPRESS AUGUSTA BAY contin¬ 
ues in accordance with schedule. Sporadic skirmishes in some sectors of our 
perimeter have taken place. Our air patrols and PT boat operations in the South 
BOUGAINVILLE area are concentrating on enemy barges and small craft with excellent 
results. 


There are no indications of changes in.the location of the major enemy 
combatant units in the TRUK-MARSHALL-RABAUL areas. 

The DENVER arrived in PURVIS BAY 0900 15th Nov. (E.Long.date). 

ComWesSeaFron in his serial 01866 of 3 Nov. has reduced the Category of 
Defense of the Western. Sea Frontier from "B" to "A". 

CinCPac 132235 (pink) states concurrence with ConinCh 101609 in regard 
to CinCPac & PDA acting as coordinating agency for combined priority list for 
Central and South Pacific Areas. 

Admiral Ilimitz and his Staff concerned, today discussed Marine Corps 
matters with General Vandegrift. It was decided that the present directive 
from CominCh to move Marine defense battalions forward is unduly restrictive 
and that a proposal to give CinCPac more latitude be submitted. It was further 
decided that General Vandegrift prepare a dispatch to the Marine Corps request¬ 
ing that no action be taken on MarCorps serial 003B26343 dated 23 Sept. 1943, 
until General Vandegrift gets to YTashington. 

General Vandegrift stated that it was his understanding that the KAVIENG 
operation is now scheduled for 1 March 1944. While we do not have RENO 3 (Gen. 
MacArthur's Plans for 1944 operations) it has been our understanding that the 
KAVIENG Operation would commence on 1 May 1944. As it is expected that the 
Central Pacific Force will be required to cover the seizure of KAVIENG and as 
the CATCHP0LE Operation will be scheduled for about that time, it would appear 
that the best coverage would be the largest possible carrier strike on TRUK q 
at that time. 
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IS November (Oahu date) 


The consolidation of our position at TORC&INA and movement 
of reinforcing echelons to that area and to TREASURY ISLAND continue 
satisfactorily. 

'•^he first air strikes by land-based B-24s preparatory to 
GALVANIC was made late afternoon of 14 November (E. Long. Date) on 
TARAWA and MTT I. E with 9 bombers at each objective. 1 he damage and 
casualties caused were apparently not extensive* Another attack by 
18 It24s on TARAWA was made late 15 November (W* Long*.) with unannounced 
results* 


Intelligence reports indicate rather extensive movement of Gy 
aircraft in the MaRSH All —GILBERT ISLANDS* v 

Uou 


16 November (Oahu Date) 

The reenforcement of our troops and position at TuRuKlNa 
continues. During the approach of the 5*h Echelon at TORUuNA the 
McKaAN APD with Marines on board was torpedoed by aircraft and sank* 

About 125 men were lost. The 6 DDs escorting the 5th Echelon proceeded 
to BuKa and bombarded air facilities ana enemy positions. Air strikes 
on BOUGAINVILLE airfields continue to keep them unuseable. 

In the North Pacific T.F. 94 composed of 3 CLs and 4 DDs 
will make a sweep towards the KQMANDOISKI ISLANDS and along the KAMCHATKA 
coast for the purpose of destroying Japanese patrol craft disguised as 
Russian fishing boats. 

Air strikes were carried out by B-24s from CANTON and ELLICE 
bases on JALUIT, MILLE and MaKIN. Considerable damage was done at JALUIT 
where light AA fire was encountered. Antiaircraft fire at MILLE was intense 
while at MAKIN it was light. No enemy interceptors were encountered and no 
damage was suffered by our aircraft. 

Air reconnaissance photographs have been obtained of MILLE, £ 
KUSAIE and MALOELAP. 

Cmy 
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17 November (Oahu date) 


In the South Pacific, air strikes on enemy air installations on 
BOUGAINVILLE and bombing and strafing of enemy troops and positions in vicinity 
of TOROK INA continue daily. Jap air bombings of our positions at TOROKINA are 
infrequent and have caused little damage. 

Aerial mines have been layed in BUKA PASSAGE and wll] be layed in re¬ 
maining open channel to western side SHORTLAND Area in addition to minefield 
west of TOROKINA and northeastern passage BOUGAINVILLE STRAIT. 

Air strikes by ELLICE ISLAND bombers on objectives in the GILBERTS 
and MARSHALLS continue as scheduled. Enemy bombers attacked FUNAFUTI early 
morning of the 17th of November inflicting minor damage. 

Com 7th Fleet 180641 (pink) states Dog Day for landing on GASMATA is 
2 December, and for CAPE GLOUCESTER will be between 22 and 30 December. 


Intelligence reports received to date indicate that no major task forces 
proceeding for GALVANIC have been sighted or reported. ^ 

18 N ovember (Oahu date) 

The consolidation of our position at TOROKINA continues. There were 
no outstanding incidents reported during the day. 

One of our task groups proceeding towards GILBERT ISLANDS was sighted 
and reported yesterday. Our carrier group was sighted and reported aoproaching 
NAURU, but delivered air attack as scheduled. Results were not reported. 

Another carrier group struck at TARAWA on D-2 day as scheduled. No report of 
results was received. Further carrier air strikes on GALVANIC Objectives are 
scheduled for tomorrow, D-l day. 


CominCh 18163 7 (pink) to CinCPac 
and patrol craft to Pacific Fleet. 

19 November (Oahu date) 


discusses assignments of destroyers 



G 


Operations in the South Pacific continued without any major incidents. 
Carriers and land based air strikes were carried out in the GILBERTS and MARSHALLS 
in accordance with schedule for D-l day, GALVANIC Plan. 


From intelligence information received, there appears to be no indication 
that the enemy is aware of a major amphibious operation approaching its objectives 
in the GILBERTS. 


CinCPac 201115 directs that elements of 27th Division not employed in 
GALVANIC revert to command of ComGenCentPac until further orders. 

MarCorps 181938 ref. CinCPOA 180025 effective 20 November, the 1st Armored 
Amphibious Battalion is attached to 4th Marine Division to permit early training. 

CinCPac 200312 (pink) to ComSoPac gives intention of assigning 51st Marine 
Defense Battalion to ComSoPac in February 1944 and withdrawal of all present 
Karines ELLICE ISLANDS for CentPac operations in late February 1944 with ComSoPac 
providing replacement battalions. 
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20 November (Oahu date) 

In the Central Pacific, the GALVANIC Operation involving assault of 
TARAWA and MAK^IN^ w^s carried out on schedule. The H-hour at each objective 
was set at 083lf and the first wave at MAKIN landed on timo, at TARAWA about 
45 minutes late. Operations on MAKIN progressed favorably, and last reports 
indicate that the success of the operation is assured. 

At TARAWA, due to difficulties in negotiating the reef on the lagoon 
side of BITITU ISLAND, the objective, small beach heads were secured against 
strong opposition. The use of a combat team from the reserves was necessary. 
The progress made during the first day was snail, but as about 5000 troops 
have been landed the capture is believed sure. The DD RINGGOLD furnishing 
fire support from lagoon at TARAWA was damaged by two shells, one below the 
waterline, and speed was reduced to 25 knots. 

As a result of a torpedo plane attack by 15 Betty's on the Southern 
Carrier Group southwest of TARAWA, the INDEPENDENCE was struck by one tor¬ 
pedo which damaged and flooded a fireroom reducing speed to 15 knots. She 
is proceeding to FUNAFUTI. An explosion in No. 2 turret of MISSISSIPPI 
killed 1 officer and 9 men wounding others. 

CominCh 191942 (pink) discusses shipping priorities for December. ( 1 / 



21 November (Oahu date) 


Operations in South BOUGAINVILLE are progressing favorably with heavy air 
strikes keeping enemy airfields unusable most of the time. The 7th Echelon to 
T0R0KINA is due tomorrow. 

Strong enemy resistance continues on TARAWA but a brief dispatch indicates 
that a turn for the better had occurred towards noon today. 

Conditions on MAKIN appear to be well in hand and most of the island is in 
our possession. 

Marines were landed on AFAI.IAI.IA dawn of the 21st and NAUTILUS reports situa¬ 
tion there satisfactory. 

CinCPac 220233 (pink) informs CominCh of practice of passing important opera¬ 
tional dispatches and summaries to him amh^that CominCh pass to General Marshall 
messages which relate to Army operations. xpects 

CinCPac 212225 informs ComCenPacFor of estimated reaction of enemy to GALVANIC 
in sending submarines to area and making air attacks on ships from MARSHALLS and 
NAURU and that planned area of operations of carrier groups were too restrictive. 

ComCenPacFor 220630 is a message of instructions to Task Force Commanders to 
carry out above dispatch. 
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22 November (Oahu date) 

In the GILBERTS, CTF 52 (RAdm Turner) reported the capture of MAKIN on D*2 
day. CoraGen 27th Div assumed command ashore. 

At TARAWA CTF 53 (RAdm Hill) reported that the greater portion of that 
island was in our hands with isolated pockets of resistance remaining behind 
our lines. The capture of the eastern tip of the island is progressing slowly. 
Information received from natives and P.o.W. indicate that there were 4500 Japs 
on TARAWA on D-day. Our estimate was 2500. Better reconnaissance and photo 
interpretation indicated. 

On APAMAMA the company of Marines landed by the NAUTILUS have the enemy 
force of 25 men isolated and have captured the Jap landing boats. 

In the vicinity of TARAWA one (and possibly two) enemy submarine was 
destroyed by DD. 

Intelligence reports indicate that the enemy is assembling aircraft in 
the MARSHALLS for attacks on our forces in the GILBERTS via MILLE. Our carrier 
strike on MILLE caused sufficient damage to interfere with these attacks. 

There are no indications that the enemy intends to use his carriers or 
other combatant ships at TRUK to interfere with the GILBERT operations. 


a 


Operations in the South Pacific are progressing favorably. 



23 November (Oahu date) 


In the South Pacific, operations are progressing satisfactorily. Our 
forces at TOROKINA hold an area 9,000 yards wide and 7,000 yards deep. An LST 
unloading on the beach was shelled by enemy artillery which caused some casualties, 
indicating that the depth of our holdings is inadequate. DesRon 23 on patrol 
last night west of BUKA PASSAGE intercepted an enemy force of five ships in two 
groups. The Squadron Commander reported first group of two sunk by torpedoes 
and while in pursuit of the other group one was sunk by gunfire. 

At TARAWA, the enemy conducted a heavy counter attack last night which 
was repulsed and all enemy resistance ended 0130 GCT, 24 November. 

On MAKIN, the occupation phase is completed and assault force commander 
will turn over command to Base Commander, Colonel Tenny, USA, at 2000 GCT 
24 November. 

Intelligence reports indicate that the enemy is frantically trying to as¬ 
semble aircraft in the MARSHALLS for assault on our forces in the GILBERTS. So 
far, air attacks have been few. There are some indications that an enemy Diversion 
Attack Force composed of about 4 CA, 1 CL and 6 DD is planning to sortie from TRUK 
to the eastward. 

CominCh 231754 (pink) requests study and report on means of maintaining - t 
our subs in the GULF OF SIAM. 
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24 November (Oahu date) 

Operations in the South BOUGAINVILLE area are progressing favorably. 
ComDesRon 23, Capt. Burke, reports that as a result of the recent night action 
off BUKA, 4 enemy ships were seen to sink and 2 damaged ships escaped westward. 
ComDesRon 23 arrived PURVIS BAY. 

At MAKIN minor isolated enemy resistance on outlying islands is being 
eliminated. Garrison troops are being landed and consolidation is going ahead 
under the garrison force commander. At about 0500 25 Nov. local date to the 
westward of MAKIN the LISCOMBE BAY was hit by one and possibly two submarine 
torpedoes which resulted in subsequent explosions and extensive fires. The 
ship sank in 23 minutes with a heavy loss of personnel estimated at about 52 
officers and 648 enlisted, including R.Adm Mullinix and Captain Wiltsie. 

On TARAWA the airfield will be ready to receive fighters at 1000 Nov. 
25th, Oahu date. The ComGen 2nd Marine Div. has assumed command of TARAWA 
morning of the 25th local time. 

Landings made on seaward beaches at TARAWA revealed that they were 
heavily mined and included barricades and wire. For all landings on enemy 
beaches hereafter boat channels to the beaches and landing areas on the beaches 
will have to be cleared of mines prior to landings. 

On APAMAMA minor enemy resistance still continues. 

In the North Pacific T.F. 94 returned to ATTU today from sweep around 
KOMANDORSKI Islands with no sightings and no contacts. 

CinCPac 250357 (pink) to ComCenPacFor directs that carrier air strikes 
be made on MARSHALLS with primary objective KWAJALEIN at earliest practicable 
date. 


Com 7th Fleet to CominCh 240621 (pink) designates first operation 
Western New Britain as landing at ARAWE AREA vice GASMATA with tentative 
Dog day as 15 December. Dog day for CAPE GLOUCESTER remains unchanged be¬ 
tween 22-30 December. 


The Division attack force reported yesterday apparently is proceeding 
towards KWAJALEIN. 


Caa-v*— 
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25 November (Oahu date) 

The consolidation by our occupation forces of TARAWA and MAKIN is 
progressing satisfactorily. No outstanding incidents occurred at either place 
during the last 24 hours. Submarine contacts have been made in the vicinity 
of TARAWA. 

Infantry has been directed to occupy APAMAMA not later than morning of 
the 27th, E. Long, date and naval forces are proceeding to cover this movement 
into that island. 

ComCenPac has directed some reorganization of his forces and the transfer 
of aircraft from certain carriers to combatant carriers remaining in GILBERT 
area. Some of the assault shipping used in GALVANIC with some assault troops 
have been started on their return voyage to PEARL under escort. 


In the South Pacific no major events occurred. 


The enemy is still endeavoring to augment his aircraft, submarine, and 
light surface forces in the MARSHALLS. Additional troops are also apparently 
going to be moved in. 

Admiral Niraitz and party, which included General Richardson, departed 
PEARL for an inspection of the ELLICE and possibly GILBERT groups. a 

26 November (Oahu date) 

Consolidation of our positions on MAKIN, TARAWA and APAMAMA continue. 
Fighter planes from the NASSAU and BARNES started to land on TARAWA airfield 
early afternoon of the 25th, W. long. date. Marines on APAMAMA believe that 
all Japs on that island have committed mass suicide. Eneny aircraft attack on 
our surface forces at MAKIN was reported but no information on damage, if any. 


received 


In the EMPRESS AUGUSTA BAY area enemy ground forces were reported on all 
sides of our position at TOROKINA and there are indications that an attack in 
force is to be launched. In view of the large enemy forces in South BOUGAINVILLE 
the security of our position there is not°all assured. 

The Diversion Attack Force reported heading for KWAJALEIN apparently was 
routed to ENTWETOK Atoll (BRCWN ISLAND) where an oiler was proceeding to fuel 
the force. Intelligence reports state that the BBs, and CVs at TRUK have been 
fueled but there were no indications of their probable movements. 

In NEW GUINEA, ground forces reported the capture of SATELBERG on the 
25th, E. long. date. 

Observers returning from the GIL3ERTS stress two things: (l) the bombard¬ 
ment and bombing does not prevent the Japs from putting up very stiff resistance. 
It is very helpful, but not devastating. (2) LVTs are essential to successful 
assault. Effort will be made to increase numbers of these for FLINTLOCK. Also, 
as one division was fully committed at TARAWA, it may be necessary to increase 
troops allotted for FLINTLOCK. k / 
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27 November (Oaliu date) 

The consolidation of our positions on TARAlriA and MAKIN are progressing 
satisfactorily. AA guns including 90nm have been set up and 155nm guns are 
being landed on TARAWA. Fighters are operating from the airfield but repairs 
to the field are still necessary and underway. Estimated casualties to da fe 
are: MAKIN 63 killed, 119 wounded; TARAWA 1000 killed and missing, 2500 wounded. 
It is reported that 60 Japs remain in the northern tip of TARAWA ATOLL. 

The occupation of APAJ.IAMA is proceeding according to plan. 

Carrier Task Group 50.2, west of MAKIN, was attacked by 30 to 40 planes 
last night. Three night fighters were launched and were largely instrumental 
in repulsing the attack. The TFC considers that 8 to 10 Betty's were shot 
down. There was no damage to our ships. 

ComCenPacFor reports that the carrier strike on EY7AJALEIN, TARQA and 
YTOTJE will take place 4 or 5 December. 

Intelligence reports state that troop reinforcements are being sent to 
MILLE and JALUIT. No further reports have been received as to the movements 
of the Diversion Attack Force last reported heading for ENIWTSTOK ATOLL. 


Steps are being taken to survey the availability of LY r Ts in both the 
Pacific and in the U.S.A. Q/ 


There were no major enemy developments. 
28 November (Oahu Date) 




There has been no enemy interference with our operations in the GILBERTS 
during the preceding day except for some enemy aircraft, over TARAWA during the 
night but reports did not state if attack was sade. The elimination of the 
enemy on the NE tip of TARAWA Atoll was apparently completed. 

The shore based bombers from the ELLICE bases hit MILLE and plan further 
air strikes on the MARSHALL bases. 


Operations in the South BOUGAINVILLE area continue favorably. 

Our submarine SEAL covering KW'AJALEITI reports 3 CI.s, 4 DDs, 8 AKs in 
harbor and the PADDLE at ENIWETOK reports that 4 CAs, 6 DDs had departed. 

There have been no reports on movements of other major enemy surface forces. 

Major General Holland Smith, USMC, made a brief report on GALVANIC to 
CinCPac morning conferees. He said that the TARAWA capture was unbelieveably 
difficult. For similar operations he recommends 450 LVTs per division; 
improvement in naval gunfire support. & 
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29 November (Oahu date) 

In the South Pacific there were no major developments. It is estimated 
that about 5,000 Japs remain in the northwest tip of CHOISEUL ISLAND. 

In the GILBERTS, unloading of supplies continues at all three islands 
occupied. Assault transports havo completed unloading and the majority are 
returning to PEARL under escort. 


There was no interference to our operations either by enemy aircraft or 
surface ships during the last twenty four hours. 

Reports do not indicate any changes in the dispositions of the major Q/ 
enemy surface units. 

n 

50 November (Oahu date) 

The consolidation of our defenses on MAKIN, TARAWA and APAMAMA continues 
without interference by the enemy. 42 fighters are operating from the field 
at TARAWA. The airfield at MAKIN is 10$ completed. 


There was no action or contacts with the enemy reported from the GILBERTS. 
The SOLOMONS area was relatively quiet. For purpose of reconnaissance and 
raiding, one paratroop battalion plus one company of Raiders landed against 
minor opposition on shore 1^- miles NW of K0IARIS (about 10 mi. east of T0R0KINA) 
during night of 27-28 Nov. (W.long.) after a strong Jap counter attack in which 
action our troops were supported by aircraft and LCI gunboats, our force withdrew 
at 2130 on the 28th (W.long.). 

Jap casualties were estimated at 200$ dead, probably additional number 
killed by bombing and bombardment. Our casualties 15 killed, 71 wounded. 


The PLUNGER off MILI Atoll reported 2 CLs and 1 DD leaving that base at 
high speed to the westward. There were no reports of movements of other major 
enemy surface forces. 


Admiral Nimitz returned from an inspection of TARAWA, 
bases and CANTON. 


the ELLICE ISLAND 



1 December (Oahu date) 


The consolidation of our bases in the GILBERTS is progressing favorably 
with no enemy opposition. At DAKIN, ground defenses are about 80$ operative 
with the air strip 15$ completed. 


At TARAWA, good progress is being made in unloading and searching out 
and eliminating enemy coast watchers and their stations in surrounding islands. 
Unloading at APAMAMA continues slowly. 


Ten CANTON B-24s bombed TAROA (KALOELAP) during the morning of the 30th 

of November causing damage and obtaining photographs. Out of 35 Zekes which 

intercepted 7 were reported destroyed, 12 probably destroyed and 4 damaged. 

Heavy AA fire was encountered and the B-24s were heavily damaged by fighter 

fire, but all returned. . . 

(Continued) 
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1 December (Oahu date) - (Continued) 

While operating independently East of TARAWA, our destroyers BRADFORD 
and BROWN were attacked by enemy torpedo planes. By skillful maneuvering all 
torpedoes were evaded. Three torpedo planes were shot down and 2 probably de¬ 
stroyed. 



The Northern SOLOMONS Area was generally quiet. 


2 December (Oahu date) 

Improvements of our positions in the GILBERTS are proceeding satisfactorily. 
At MAKIN ground defences are 80$ and comraunications 60$ effective. The fighter 
strip is 20$ complete. 

At TARAWA, the development of HAWKINS FIELD is proceeding satisfactorily. 

The unloading of the 2nd echelon Acorn 14 is 50$ complete and 1st echelon Acorn 
17 is 70$ complete. At APAMAMA unloading proceeds slowly due mostly to method 
of loading of transports. 

Four B-24s from FUNAFUTI bombed MILLI with 5 tons of bombs. Report states 
that 60$ hit target area starting explosion and fires and 5 Zekes in the air did 
not close. One of our planes is missing. 

There were no major developments in the SOLOMONS. It is now estimated that 
two to five thousand Japs are concentrated in the northwest tip of CHOISEUL Island 
apparently awaiting evacuation. Three destroyers are ordered to bombard the 
CHOISEUL BAY area for one hour at 0900 Dec. 5th, local time. 

Two search planes from the South Pacific bombed OCEAN Island and reported 
that the island appeared deserted. 



3 December (Oahu date) 

There were no actions or major developments reported from the GILBERTS 
during the day. At TARAWA, all assault troops with material will be embarked 
by 0400 C-CT, 4 December and the command of TARAWA will pass to the Island 
Commander, Captain Tate, at 2000 GCT, 4 December. 

The SOLOMONS area was generally quiet. The 8th Echelon to TREASURY and 
9th Echelon “-o TOROKINA arrived on schedule. The TOROKINA convoy was attacked 
by 20 to 25 torpedo and dive bombers during the night but suffered no damage 
or casualties. Three enemy planes were shot down with two or three probables. 

CorainCh 031835 (pink) states increasing demands and production of landing 
craft is critical, directs limiting use of this type of craft to assault 
operations and essential trailing, and directs their transfer from Sea Frontiers 
and Districts to the nearest fleet commander. 
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4 December (Oahu date) 

The development of our bases in the GILBERTS is proceeding 
satisfactorily. 

At MAKIN ground defenses are 85^ and communications 60^2 effective. 

The airfield is 25?2 complete. Information has been received that the 
field will accommodate fighters by 10 December. One enemy VF approached 
the island from over the lagoon but was driven off. 

At TARAWA, Commander Advance Base relieved Com0en2nd MarDiv of command 
TARAWA at 2000 GCT 4 December. Nine enemy bombers attacked TARAWA about 1800, 
local time. They dropped 36 - 100 lb. bombs causing the following damage: 

1 PV and 1 F6F destroyed, 2 PVs and 6 F6Fs damaged, 200 bbls. gasoline burned. 
There were no personnel casualties. 

At APAMAMA unloading is progressing. Commander Advance Base relieved 
Asst. Comdr. 2nd MarDiv at 0100 GCT 5 December. 

In the north SOLOMONS extensive air attacks were carried out against 
enemy positions throughout the area with good results. 

Preliminary intelligence indicates that carrier task forces carried out 
planned air attacks on MARSHALL Island bases. No report has been received from 
RAdm. Pownall the Task Force Commander. 




5 December (Oahu date) 

The consolidation of our positions in the GILBERTS is proceeding satis¬ 
factorily. 

ComCenPacFor reported that the airfield at MAKIN will be ready for fighters 
within 10 days provided that the supply of Marston mat is adequate. He also 
proposes to order combatant ships in the GILBERTS to leave and carry out remain¬ 
ing tasks on 7 December, E. long. date. 

CTF 57 reports that 8 Liberators bombed NAURU on the 5th, starting large 
fires. There was no enemy interception, AA fire was moderate and inaccurate. 

Thirty-five Liberators dropped 108 500-lb. and 511 100-lb. bombs on MILLE, 
about noon the 4th E. Long. date. AA fire was encountered but no enemy aircraft 
intercepted. 

SAILFISH reported sinking the ZUIHO (CV) about 2400 GCT 3 December in Lat. 
32°-20' N, Long 143°-45' E, while enroute to EMPIRE. 

CinCPac 050248 returns elements of 27th Division and attached troops 
employed in GALVANIC to the operational control of ComGenCentPac. 
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6 December (Oahu date) 

The consolidation of our positions in the GILBERTS is progressing. 

At MAKIN, ground defenses are 80;t, communications 70^5 and airstrip 40/o effective. 

At APAMAMA fighter strip is 50f4 cleared and partially graded. Seaplane 
moorings have oeen planted in the north end of the lagoon. 

Although aircraft are using the Japanese airfield on 3ETI0 Island in 
TARAWA Atoll reports indicate that considerable reconditioning of the field 
will be necessary to permit its use by heavy aircraft. The clearing of the 
new field in the SE corner of the Atoll is completed and grading is underway. 

On 7 December, East longitude date, CTF 57 relieved ConCenPacFor of 
command of the GILBERTS. 


Intelligence reports do not indicate any changes in the disposition of 
major enemy fleet units or locations of fleet commanders. 

CominCh OG2152 (pink) approves plan for operations of submarines in the 
Gulf of SIAM as proposed in CinCPac 030402. 


7 D ecember (Oahu date) 

Two enemy planes attacked TARAWA during the night of 5 December, K. Long, 
date, dropping 8 bombs. All bombs but one dropped in the water. Minor damage 
was caused by the bomb that hit. 

MAKIN was attacked by one enemy bomber night of 7 December, E. Long. date. 
Four bombs dropped in the lagoon causing no damage. 

On 4 December, W. Long, date, a carrier air attack was made by 4 CVs and 
2 CLs under R. Adm. Pownall on shipping, aircraft and land installations on 
KWAJALEIN and W0TJE Atolls. 

At KWAJALEIN, 2 CLs, 1 A0, 3 AKs were reported sunk, 3 AKs damaged or sunk. 
Ground installations and grounded aircraft were damaged and destroyed. A total 
of 51 enemy aircraft were shot down. Our losses were 2 F6Fs and 1 SBD. 

At W0TJE, one AK was badly damaged, 5 enemy aircraft destroyed. Many fires 
were started and extensive damage caused to hangars and barracks. We had no losses. 



A prolonged air attack by many medium torpedo-bombers the night following 
the strike resulted in one torpedo hit in the LEXINGTON on the starboard side aft. 
This caused considerable structural damage, breaking of No. 2 shaft, damage to 
turbine and reduction gears and disabling her steering gear. The LEXINGTON is 
returning to PEARL at 20 knots. 

<W ' 
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8 December (Oahu date) 

Seven B-24s from NUKUFETAU via NANOMEA dropped 10 tons of 500 lb. bombs 
on TAROA, 50% hit in target area. Of seven fighters which intercepted, one 
was shot down. One B-24 which missed TAROA bombed gun positions on MILLE. 
Squadron from BAKER was unable to take off due to lack of wind. 

At TARAWA, hard surfacing on 3ETI0 STRIP was extended 700 by 150 feet. 
All guns are ready for action, but permanent gun emplacements are partially 
completed. Clearing for B0NRIKI STRIP was extended to 6300 feet and grading 
partially completed. 

During the night of 7 December 4 enemy aircraft dropped bombs in the 
water near the ELLA strip. Night fighters failed to intercept. 

MAKIN airfield is 45% complete. APAMAMA airfield is 50% cleared and 
partially graded. 

CinCPac 070450 recommends that no further S-Class submarines be with¬ 
drawn from combat duty and discusses employments of submarines. 

CinCPac 090322 to Con7thFleet proposes to send all submarines of Squad¬ 
ron 18 and Division 121 direct from PEARL to SoWesPac and proposes other 
reallocations of submarines in the Pacific. 



9 December (Oahu date) 

In the Central Pacific, 22 NANCtlEA Army Liberators dropped 44 tons of 
500 pound bombs on JALUIT and 11 hit TAROA with 16 Tons of 100 pound bombs. 
There was no interception at JALUIT and 2 out of 10 intercepting Zekes we re 
shot down at TAROA. 

Aircraft from the ELLICE ISLAND bases are carrying out regular daily 
searches. One Navy search Ventura strafed MILLE encountering heavy machine 
gun fire. It destroyed several small craft in the harbor. 

During transit of Gaillard Cut, Panama Canal, the INTREPID struck the 
channel bank. The forward peak tank was flooded and bottom of ship damaged. 
Temporary repairs can be made at BAL30A. 

Rear Admiral Pownall's carrier force arrived at PEARL. 

Cominch 082150 states policy and agreement of State, Army and Navy 
Departments regarding release of control of airfields no longer needed for 
combat purposes. 
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10 December (Oahu date) 

In the Central Pacific, 19 Army Liberators from FUNAFUTI dropped 20 tons 
of bombs on MILLE during afternoon of the 9th. Clouds obscured results. Of 15 to 
25 intercepting fighters 4 were destroyed and 3 probably destroyed. Five of our 
aircraft were slightly damaged. Consolidation of our positions in the GILBERTS 
is proceeding satisfactorily. 

In the EMPRESS AUGUSTA BAY region our beachhead has been extended to an area 
about 12,000 yards wide and 9,000 yards deep. Y/e have approximately 42,000 troops 
in the area. The fighter strip is nearing completion. Some aircraft have been 
operating from it. 

sf ^e. 

On TREASURY ISLAND an airfield si ght - 4500 feet long and 300 feet wide has 
been cleared and 3,000 feet of matting laye4« . 

During the attack on NAURU on 8 December, details of which have not been 
received, a shell hit on the BOYD caused considerable damage to machinery. 

CinCPac 102338 assigned the 22nd Marine Regiment to 5th PhibCorps. 

CinCPac 110259 assigned the 7th Army Division and 1 Regimental combat team 
from 27th Army Division to operational control Com5thPhibCorps. 



11 December (Oahu date) 'V' 

The consolidation of our positions in the GILBERTS is progressing favorably. 
At TARAWA, BETIO airstrip is resurfaced 2400 by 150 feet. The new BONRIKI bomber 
strip is coral surfaced over area 3000 by 150 feet and the clearing for the fighter 
strip is started. 

At MAKIN, the ground defenses sure 80%, communications 70% and airstrip and 
taxiway 70% completed. 

At APAMAMA an area 4000 by 300 feet has been cleared for a fighter strip of 
which 3000 by 150 feet is surfaced. 

CTG 50.8 reports that during air and surface bombardment of NAURU on 8 Dec. 
51 tons of bombs, 810 sixteen inch and approximately 3400-5 inch projectiles were 
dropped on target. Heavy fires were started but dense smoke pall obscured results. 
Nine enemy aircraft were destroyed on the ground and one in the air. Our losses 
were two aircraft shot down and one from operational causes. BOYD was hit by one 
shell, causing some casualties and material damage. 

The 7th Army Division and 106th Regimental Combat Team and the 22nd Marines 
reinforced have been attached to the 5th Phib Corps for operational oontrol and 
amphibious training. 
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12 December (Oahu date) 

In the Central Paoifio, there have been no major developments. The 
consolidation of* our positions in the GILBERTS is progressing without enemy 
interference. 

Bad weather in the ELLICE area interfered with air operations. 

In the North SOLOMONS our air forces by continuous attacks oontinue to keep 
the enemy airfields inoperative, to destroy enemy installations on shore and to 
destroy and damage enemy barges. 

The POGY in the vicinity of the PALAUS reports sinking 2 6hips for 14000 
tons and damaging and probably sinking one ship for 5400 tons. 


13 December (Oahu date) 

In the Central Pacific, consolidation of bases continues. During the nights 
of 11th and 12th December about six enemy planes each dropped a 500 lb. bomb on 
fields at TARAWA. No damage caused; no enemy planes shot down. 

About noon 12 Dec. thirty-one Array Liberators from ELLICE bases dropped 47 
tons of bombs on EMIDJ IS. (JALUIT). Clouds obscured target. Three AKs in 
harbor, one attacked with unknown results. No enemy planes encountered;AA fire 
moderate. Some of our planes suffered slight damage. 

At APAMAMA runway cleared to 6500 and paved to 3900 feet. Work on taxiway 
started. Finger pier extends 1000 feet into lagoon, 20 feet of water at end. 

Airfields TARAWA have been named: BETIO ISLAND, HAWKINS FIELD; BONRIKI 
VILLAGE, MULLINIX FIELD. Airfield APAMAMA, O'HARE FIELD. 

14 December (Oahu date) 

In the Central Pacifio, ten Army Liberators from CANTON struck WOTJE with 

15 tons of bombs. Several fires were started and explosions seen. Four ships were 
seen in harbor and two planes on the ground. Omtof our planes was slightly damaged. 

At TARAWA, HAWKINS FIELD will be ready for full operation of bombers 21 Dec. 
MULLINIX FIELD will be ready for fighters 18 December and for bombers 25 December. 
Small enemy raids on TARAWA by about six planes nights of 12th and 13th December. 

No apparent damage caused by bombing. 

At MAKIN ground defenses are 80$, comm. 75$, airfield and taxiway 80$ 
completed. MAKIN was raided by about 2 enemy bombers on nights of 13th and 14th 
December. During the first raid throe officers and one enlisted man were wounded. 

No damage from the second raid. 

At APAMAMA, O'HARE FIELD is paved 4000 by 150 feet and 6000 ft. area is 
cleared. 

In the North SOLOMONS, operations are proceeding satisfactorily. The NEW 
BRITAIN operation commenced. 


- continued - 
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14 December (Oahu date) 

CinCPac 150433 directs CTF 57 to operate land based air against enemy 
forces at maximum rate it is practicable to sustain and designated objectives* 

CinCPOA 150312 (pink) direots CTF 57 to operate directly under CinCPOA. 

15 December (Oahu date) 

In the Central Pacific, Array bombers from ELLICE bases and CANTON I. con¬ 
tinued the bombing of MARSHALL ISLAND bases. Eight liberators from CANTON dropped 
15 tons on WOTJE morning of the 15th. Explosions were seen and fires started. 

No enemy planes were seen. 

During the afternoon of the 14th, seventeen Liberators from FUNAFUTI dropped 
12 tons on TAROA. Large fires in the hangar area were started. Of fifteen enemy 
aircraft that intercepted one was destroyed, 4 probably destroyed and 5 damaged. 
Three of our aircraft were damaged slightly. 

At MAKIN, one enemy medium bomber on 16 Dec., E long, date, reconnoitered 
the ocean area around MAKIN for two hours at low altitude. 

In the EMPRESS AUGUSTA RAY area, the progress of consolidation is satis¬ 
factory. The 11th Echelon departed on the 16th. To date there have been trans¬ 
ported 52,000 personnel and 60,200 tons of cargo to TOROKINA and 10,400 personnel 
and 16,300 tons cargo to TREASURY ISLAND. Minor skirmishes occur along the 
perimeter at TOROKINA daily. Our aircraft continue their daily assaults on enemy 
airfields, installations, barges and troops with good results. 

CominCh 151300 states that quote. Transfer to Pacific of Atlantic 
destroyers in addition to those ordered by IfyDis 062351 not contemplated in 
immediate future. 



There are no indications of ohanges in locations of major enemy combatant 

ahips. 

Enemy retaliation to our occupation of the GILBERT ISLANDS has been very 
slight to date. This may be a result of their inability to do more and their 
preoccupation in strengthening their MARSHALL bases and preparing their air forces 
for future operations. 


It is indicated that landings on NEW BRITAIN have been effected by the 
SOUTHWEST PACIFIC Forces. 
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16 December (Oahu date) 

In the Central Pacific, Army Liberators from ELLICE bases and CANTON I. 
continue their bombing of WOTJE and TAROA with good results. Twenty-one B-24s 
from NANOMEA dropped 25 tons on WOTJE. Of about 30 intercepting fighters 2 were 
destroyed, 8 probables and 8 damaged. Ten of our planes were damaged and one 
bomber was forced down near TAROA. Two bombers returning from strikes landed on 
HAWKINS FIELD, TARAWA. They reported the effective use of inoendiary antiaircraft 
bombs by Japanese fighters. 

Ten Liberators from CANTON I. dropped 17 tons on WOTJE at sunset of the 15th. 
No enemy interceptions but 3 VBM and 25 VF were seen on the ground. At MILLE bomber 
crews sighted 4 DDs, 4 AKs and many small craft. 

In the Northern SOLOMONS, reports indicate that many Japs are in northeast 
BOUGAINVILLE, along the Coast, with concentrations at PAPAS and TINPUTS. Two de¬ 
stroyers will bombard these concentrations at dawn 20 December, E. Long. date. 
Reports also state that evacuation of south BOUGAINVILLE is believed commencing. 

In NEW BRITAIN, American troops covered by air and naval bombardment occupied 
ARAWE Area, NEW BRITAIN, morning of 15 December, E. Long. date. Late same day 
enemy aircraft attacked the beachhead and shipping without damage. Initial reports 
indicate that our losses in the assault were slight. 

Information has been received that the Array fighters and c” ’ * i- 

pulted by the NASSAU are now operative at MAKIN ISLAND. 



17 December (Oahu date) 

In the Central Pacifio, weather interfered with air strikes on MARSHALL 
ISLAND bases. One Liberator dropped one ton of bombs on MILLE without opposition. 

At TARAWA, bomber strip of Mullinix Field has fine grading completed over 
area 4900 by 150 feet with 10 inch surfacing on 4000 by 150 feet. The tank farm 
on BETIO ISLAND is 15 percent completed. The north half of Hawkins Field runway 
is complete to dimensions 6000 by 150 feet and south half is 33% complete. Forty 
sorties were flown from Hawkins Field. 

In the North SOLCMONS, the first large fighter strike of about 83 VF from 
TOROKINA FIELD were over RABAUL morning of 17 December, E. Long. date. Of 30-40 
intercepting enemy aircraft, 6 fighters were destroyed and two of our fighters 


were lost. 


On TREASURY ISLAND the first fighters and medium bombers landed on the air¬ 
field 17 December, E. Long. date. Operations at EMPRESS AUGUSTA BAY area are pro¬ 
ceeding satisfactorily. Our aircraft carried out numerous attacks throughout 
BOUGAINVILLE ISLAND with good results. Enemy airfields are generally kept inop¬ 
erative. The DEXTERITY operation is apparently proceeding favorably with very 
few losses. 
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18 December (Oahu date) 

In the GILBERTS, the first fighter and light bomber strike by MAKIN 
based Army aircraft was made on MILLE 18 December E. long. date. Six Zekes 
were destroyed and 3 damaged on the ground. Our loss was one plane operational 
causes. No air opposition. MAKIN airfield and taxiway is 93$ complete. 

At TARAWA a small raid by about 2 enemy aircraft was carried out night 
18-19 Dec. Three bombs hit with no damage. 

At APAMAMA bomber strip is 76$, Taxiways 40$, jetty 55$ complete. 

Minor skirmishes occur daily in various sectors of our perimeter in the 
EMPRESS AUGUSTA BAY area. Our aircraft continue their daily activities against 
the enemy ashore and afloat. 


The PIVA airfield north of TOROKINA will be ready for use about 25 Dec. 
The airstrip on the coast at TOROKINA has been in use for about 10 days. 


19 December (Oahu date) 


1 u \j xv laajr o • 
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In Central Pacific, adverse weather deviated Army bombers from MALOELAP 
and WOTJE and they bombed MILLE instead. On the 19th fourteen liberators from 
NANOMEA dropped 19 tons of bombs on MILLE, starting fires. Of four intercepting 
fighters one was shot down, one probable. Our loss five planes damaged, 1 destroyed 
on landing. On the 20th nineteen liberators hit MILLE with 27 tons of 100 lb. 
bombs starting a large fire and dense smoke. One intercepting Zeke dropped aerial 
bomb damaging one liberator. One Betty and 3 fighters burning on ground. 


One Catalina on the 19th made experimental night attack on KWAJALEIN and 
left a large Maru burning. 

During forenoon of the 19th, 12 Array fighters hit MILLE. One Betty and 
2 Zekes were destroyed on ground. Of eight intercepting Zekes one was shot down. 
Our losses were two fighters over target. 

During the night of 19 December the s/s ASPRO attacked a 15 ship convoy 
heading for BASHI Channel. Four Marus were sunk and 2 damaged. 

Search planes on the 19th reported 6 large AKs, 6 small AKs, 8 PCs, at 
KWAJALEIN, 1 small AO at JALUIT and no shipping at WOTJE or MALOELAP. 

Com 7th Fleet reports increased energy naval air activity and float plane 
searohes from RABAUL and KAVIENG. Our convoyB returning from ARAWE were bombed 
by enemy aircraft daylight 13th. One APC was destroyed and 4 LCTs damaged. 

In the North SOLOMONS, 16 B-24s with 50 fighter escorts bombed RABAUL on 
the 19th. Damage was caused to shipping and land installations. One AK or AP 
exploded. The attack was intercepted by 40 or 50 fighters of which 4 Zekes were 
destroyed. Our losses 2 F4Us and 2 Kittyhawks. 

CominCh 142057 gives US JCS directive of 9 July 1942 in regard to unity 
of command and coordination of reports concerning combat operations. 


-continued- 
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19 December (Oahu date) -continued- 

CominCh 142055 1 b a restatement of CominCh policy and instructions in 
regard to use of gas. 


CNO 182138 is a request to inform Russian Fleet to supply markings on 
their fishing craft and areas of operations KAMCHATKA PENINSULA. 


20 December (Oahu date) 



In the Central Pacific, eleven Army Liberators from CANTON dropped 15 
tons of bombs on site of radio station and tank farm on unnamed island in 
MALOELAP Atoll 2 miles north of TAROA late PM 19 December* Of 25 intercepting 
fighters, 7 were probably shot down and 5 damaged* Five medium bombers and 7 
fighters were seen on ground at TAROA. Two of our planes were damaged. 

In North SOLOMONS, two DD bombarded TINPUTS-PAPAS Area in NE BOUGAINVILLE 
20 December starting fires and destroying some buildings. Mr spotters reported 
area well covered, but intelligence reports indicate that/. 1 QMhage was done* 

Our aircraft continue their intensive attacks on the enemy throughout BOUGAINVILLE 
ISLAND. 


Com 3rd Fleet issued orders for TF 39 composed of 3 CLs, 4 DDs, 4 DMs 
to bombard BUKA-BONIS Area at 1330 GCT 23 December for twenty minutes, then to 
retire at high speed and for TF 37.2 BUNKER HILL, MONTEREY and 6 DD to strike 
KAVIENG at dawn 25 December. 


At midday 19 December, local time, 16 Liberators with an escort of 
50 fighters struck RABAUL shipping. Three cargo ships were reported damaged, 
1 submarine and small craft blanketted by bombs and 4 out of approximately 50 
intercepting fighters shot down. 


Report from Com 7th Fleet states that enemy search float planes are 
active over Jap shipping lanes to RABAUL & KAVIENG. 


CinCPac 210221 sets Dog Day for FLINTLOCK as 31 January West Longitude 


date. 


21 December (Oahu date) 



In the Central Pacific, 16 Army Liberators from CANTON and NANOMEA on 
20 December dropped 24 tons on MALOELAP. Large fires and explosions in target 
area were started. Of 30 intercepting Zekes 4 were shot down and 5 probables. 
Our damage was 3 B-24s shot down and all planes damaged. 


At TARAWA two enemy high altitude bombers attacked predawn 20 December 
and started a small fire and damaged one plane. Results from night interceptors 
and searchlights were negative. 

At MAKIN predawn high altitude attacks by 4 planes on 19th and 6 planes 
on 20th resulted in no damage. Interceptors in the air on the 19th had negative 
results. 
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21 December (Oahu date) 

In the north SOLOMONS bad weather interfered with our air operations but 
otherwise progress is satisfactory. 

At ARAWE in NEW BRITAIN. Our operations are apparently progressing; 
satisfactorily. ^ e> & 

CominCh 142059 states authority of Commanders vested with unity of command 
in transfer of units of service to which he does not belong. 

CominCh 212031 assigns certain French combatant ships to duties in the Pacific 
and elsewhere. 

CinCPac 220041 gives plan of disposition of Marine, Army ground and air units 
in SAMOAN-ELLICE Area. 

CominCh 212144 assigns following 5 CVEs to Pacific Fleet 74 NEHENTA -BAY 76 
KABASHAN BAY 78 SAVO Island 81 RUDYERD BAY 83 SARGENT BAY. 




22 December (Oahu date) 

In the Central Pacific, 8 B-24s and 4 PB4Ys on a photographic reconnaissance 
flight to KWAJALEIN afternoon 21 December dropped 6 tons of bombs. Results at 
KWAJALEIN Island were unobserved but fires and explosions were started on ROI Island. 
Nine fighters intercepted and used aerial bombs. Twenty seven ships including 2 CLs 
were seen in the lagoon. Our planes were not damaged and no enemy planes were shot 
down. 

f 

The GRAYBACK on 22 December reported sinking 6 ships and damaging two for 
total of 34000 tons. 

In the North Pacific 2 PBYs attempted a bombing and photographic mission over 
PARAMUSHIRU night 20-21 December. One plane located target and dropped bombs on 
the SHIMUSHU side of Strait. Other plane was unable to identify target because of 
overcast and jettisoned bembs. Both planes returned ATTTJ at 1142 local time. 

There was no evidence of enemy opposition. 

Intensive air operations in the north SOLOMONS resulted in extensive damage 
to enemy installations, barges, etc. Operations in BOUGAINVILLE are proceeding 
satisfactorily. 

CinCPac 222141 directs ComAirCenPac (C.T.F. 57) to mine only WOTJE, MALOELAP, 
JALUIT, MILLS by air at earliest practicable date. 

Com3rdFleet 230447 states that unless otherwise directed he plans to repeat 
carrier strike KAVIENG about 29 December. The initial strike is planned for 25 
December. His proposal to move VYASHINGTON and NORTH CAROLINA with destroyer screen 
to sea in support was approved. 
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23 December (Oahu date) 

In the Central Pacific, our shore based air has been busy over MARSHALL 
ISLAND bases. 

On the 23rd 16 F6F, 16 P-39 and 11 A-24 attacked KILLE. One AK was left 
burning and settling. Shore installations were strafed and several fires 
started. Of 4 to 6 intercepting Zekes, 1 Bhot down 1 probable and 1 damaged. 
Slight damage to 3 of our planes. 

On the 21st 15 F6F and 17 A-24 hit EMIDJ I. (JALUIT) with 8 tons of bombs. 
One medium AK was left with stern awash. One SBD lost, 2 F6F received slight 
damage. No aircraft were seen. 

On the 24th, 19 Liberators dropped 28 tons of 500 lb. bombs on shipping 
and shore installations at KWAJALEIN. Two of three medium AKs were set afire. 
Nineteen tons of bombs were dropped on KWAJALEIN ISLAND. No enemy aircraft 
intercepted. 

MILLE was hit by 10 Army Dauntless and 20 P-39s on the 24th. The AK 
left awash yesterday received a direct 500 lb. bomb hit. Two of 5 or 7 inter¬ 
cepting Zekes were destroyed. No damage to our planes. 

In the North SOLOMONS, TF 39 successfully bombarded BUKA-BONIS Area. 

Large firee were started and ammunition dump destroyed. Ships participating 
received no damage. 

Com 3rd Fleet requests neutralization of enemy air at NAURU on 28 Deo., 

East Long. date. 

AmCon VLADIVOSTOK 232310 replies to CNO 182138 in regard to markings and 
operations of Russian fishing vessels in the KAMCHATKA-KCMMANDORSKI Area. 

24 December (Oahu date) 

In the Central Pacific, our aircraft bombed WOTJE on the 23rd, NAURU on the 
24th and carried out photographic reconnaissance over UJAE and LAE Atolls. Nine 
B-24s dropped 15 tons on WOTJE with good results. No shipping was seen. Of 35 
intercepting Zekes near TAROA, 3 were shot down, 1 probable and 6 damaged. 

Seven Navy Venturas from TARAWA dropped 73/4 tons of bombs on servioe and 
despersal area of NAURU. Entire area was in flames and smoke. There was no 
interception, but AA was heavy. One of our planes is missing. The staging of 
strike squadrons through TARAWA began 22 and 23 December. 

Photographic reconnaissance of UJAE and LAE Atolls revealed no enemy mili¬ 
tary installations on either island. 

The enemy carried out 2night raids and 1 day raid on MAKIN 24-25 December 
and five night raids composed of 2 to 4 planes each on TARAWA. At TARAWA 1 LPV 
was destroyed and 1 damaged. Night fighters failed to intercept. At MAKIN 8 men 
were injured and one truck damaged. One P-39 was an operational loss and two 
enemy planes were shot down. 


(Continued) 
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24 December (Oahu date) -Continued- 

CTF 57 232351 gives the progress summary of installations on TARAWA., 

APAMAMA and MAKIN. 

In the South Pacific, the carrier air strike by TG 37.2 under R. Adm. 

Sherman on KAVIENG on 25 December, E. Long, date, was reported as highly succes¬ 
sful. The aircraft dropped 32^- tons of bombs and 9 torpedoes on 2 DD, 2 large AKs, 
1 medium AK, 8 small AKs and 20 to 30 barges. The estimated results, with the 
help of photographs, were 1 DD, 2 large AKs, 3 barges sunk; 1 DD, several small 
AKs, many barges and 1 PT heavily damaged and possibly sunk. Eight to ten float 
planes at anchor damaged by strafing. Our losses were 1 damaged Avenger landed 
in water and several planes damaged. The Task Force was heavily attacked at 
dusk by about 18 Betty's. Gunfire and radical maneuvering prevented the attacks 
from causing any damage. 

Our planes were very active in the North SOLOMONS-BISMARCK Area shooting 
down many enemy planes including 58 planes in two days over RABAIJL. 

ComNorPac 250329 comments on AmCon 232310 in regard to operations of 
Russian fishing fleet. 



25 December (Oahu date) 

In the Central Pacific, our shore based aircraft struck WOTJE afternoon 
of the 24th and M T LLE on the 25th. Eighteen ELLICE B-24's via TARAWA dropped 
45 tons on WOTJE and started fires. There was no interception and our aircraft 
suffered no damage. One large AK and about 8 barges were sighted in lagoon. 

Ten P-39's and 10 A-24's presumably from MAKIN bombed and strafed MIT.LE. Light 
AA was encountered and 2 dive bombers received minor damage. 

Our search planes over the MARSHALLS sighted 7 AKs at KWAJALEIN, one AK 
near WOTJE, one AK and many small craft at MALOELAP and one large AK at JALUIT. 
Two small AKs and escorts near KWAJALEIN were bombed and strafed. One AK was 
left sinking. 

The SKATE reported that in an attack on the 25th one sure hit and one 
probable hit was made. The TERUKAWA MARU was sunk. The one hit in a carrier 
reported is believed to refer to a previous attack. 

In the Southwest Pacific, preliminary reports indicate that American 
troops landed at CAPE GLOUCESTER dawn 26th, E. long, date, without opposition 
on any of the beaches. Naval bombardment preceded the landing. About five 
hours after the landing enemy airoraft with 2 direct bomb hits and one near 
miss sank the new DD BROWNSON. The MUGFORD, SAMSON, SHAW and APC 15 were 
damaged. The ships were supporting the landings at CAPE GLOUCESTER. 

In the South Pacific Task Force 38 have been directed to carry out the 
bombardment of KIETA as planned at 1600 - 27 December, local time and to retire 
to the north and westward of BUKA Island. Com 3rd Fleet has directed the retire¬ 
ment of the carrier group T.F. 37.2 to ESPTRITU SANTO after fueling on the 27th. 
An enemy force of cruisers and destroyers have been reported as heading for 
KAVIENG with reinforcements. CinCPac 262033 (pink) authorizes Com 3rd Fleet to 
attack these cruiser targets with carrier aircraft at sea or in port. Also 
authorizes use of BBs in same general area with the carriers for effective 


support. 


—'1706 













SECRET 


25 December (Oahu date) 


Continued - 


Oblique photographs of NOMOI Islands (MORTLOCK) obtained 25 December show 
a serviceable airfield about 3600 by 300 feet on SATAWAN Island. 



26 December (Oahu date) 


In the Central Pacific except for air raid alarms during the night at 
MAKIN and TARAWA the area was quiet. 

In the South Pacific, the bombardment of KIETA, eastern central BOUGAIN¬ 
VILLE, was successfully carried out by 2 CLs and 4 DDs. The force retired north¬ 
ward around BUKA Island without incident. 

BUNKER HILL and MONTEREY supported by 2 BBs and accompanying destroyers 
are proceeding to stations northeast of BOUGAINVILLE for air attack on an energy 
force of 2 CAs and destroyers heading for KAVIENG. This force was attacked by 
one of our submarines without results and tracked by one of our search planes. 
Intelligence indicates the force has turned back to TRUK. 

In the Southwest Pacifio, reports state that the damage to the SHAW from 
enemy air attacks during the covering operation of the landing at CAPE GLOUCESTER 
was more extensive than at first reported and will require navy yard repairs. 

The MUGFORD and SAMPSON will require drydocking and the DALY’s battery realign¬ 


ment 


CinCPac 262130 (pink) discusses support of FOREARM and other operations by 
units and transports of 5th Fleet. 

CominCh & CNO 211610 (pink) states JCS decision relative to authority of 
CinCPOA to reassign Army and Navy air organizations in Central and Sout' ~ ' " 
area and Navy air organization in North Pacific. 



27 December (Oahu date) 

In the Central Pacific, five Venturas and 8 Hellcats bombed and strafed 
JALTJIT afternoon 26th. Several small vessels were probably damaged. Heavy AA 
fire was encountered from EMIDJ Island but caused no damage. 


Seventeen B-24's from NANOMEA via TARAWA dropped 51 tons of bombs on 
WOTJE late afternoon of 26th, local date. Fifty percent of bombs in target. 

Two near misses on medium AK. One of six intercepting Zekes were shot down. 

Our losses were 1 B-24 shot down, 1 exploded over target from heavy and intense 
AA fire. 

GUNARD returning from patrol reported sinking 2 AKs and damaging one for 
11000 and 7000 tons. Also, 2 hits in MARU or warship which was surrounded by 
10 escorts. 

Additional photographs of NAMOI Islands ta^en on the 27th show new airstrip 
on SATAWAN.Island is 4150 ft. by 210 ft. still unserviceable but s 
in progress. 
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28 December (Oahu date) 

In the Central Pacific, Venturas from TARAWA dropped 8 tons on NAURU at 
dawn 28th. Ammunition dump was destroyed and two fires started. One single engine 
aircraft was airborne. Intense AA fire was encountered. Three of our planes were 
damaged. 

Photographic reconnaissance of ENIWETOK was carried out successfully on the 
27th. Our planes sighted 3 AKs in lagoon and 10 Bettys on runway of ENGEBI Island. 
No fighters or AA fire were seen. 

In the South Pacific, our aircraft are continuing their very active and suc¬ 
cessful actions against enemy aircraft, barges and land installations. ComAirSols 
reports that since 23 December our aircraft shot down 113 planes. We lost 19 
fighters, rescuing 1 pilot. Our aircraft from EMPRESS AUGUSTA BAY airfields are 
intensifying their attacks against RABAUL and in vicinity. 

CTF 57 280735 gives the progress summary for GILBERT ISLAND airf 1 -' ,J — J 
base construction. 



29 December (Oahu date) ^ /f 

In the Central Pacific, fourteen CANTON B-24s noon 28 Dec. dropped 15^ tons 
of bombs on MALOELAP. They were intercepted by 10 Zekes. Sixteen B-24s from 
ELLICE bases for MALOELAP were intercepted in vicinity MALOELAP by 35 to 50 Zekes. 
Six B-24s dropped 18 tons on MAJURO and 10 others missed or jettisoned their bombs. 

A total of 2 Zekes were destroyed with 10 probables. Our losses were two B-24s shot 
down and 12 damaged. 

During the afternoon of 28th, 18 Army Dauntless, 20 P-39s and 9 B-25s pre¬ 
sumably from MAKIN dropped 23 tons on MILLE and strafed ground installations. No 
interception. Five of our planes were damaged. 

Photographic coverage of KWAJALEIN was completed on 28th by 3 PB4Ys with four 
planes as escort. Of 10 to 13 intercepting fighters, one was shot down 2 damaged. 
Our losses were 1 plane destroyed and 2 planes of escort damaged. Many ships were 
sighted in anchorage. Photographic coverage of AILINGLAPALAP and KILI Atoll was 
successfully completed. No enemy activity was observed. 

At TARAWA, two enemy bombers on the 27th dropped 8 bombs on HAWKINS FIELD 
with no damage. 

At MAKIN three enemy bombers on the 28th dropped 6 bombs in water. Inter¬ 
ception was not successful. 

SILVERSIDES on 29 Dec. reported attacking a southbound convoy and sinking 
3 ships and probably four including 1 tanker. 


The South Pacific area was relatively quiet 
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30 December (Oahu data) 

In the Central Pacific except for the usual air searches, no operations were 
reported. Photographic reconnaissance of KWAJALEIN on the 28th showed no landing 
strip on ENNYLABEGAN ISLAND. 

HERRING reports sinking a 14,000 ton transport and probably sinking a 7,000 
ton tanker. 

In the North Pacific 4 P3Ys are scheduled to make a bombing and photographic 
flight over PARAHOSHIRU tonight 30-31 December. 

In the South Pacific, our carrier force supported by BBs are proc— 
station east of NEW IREIiAND preparatory to launching air attack on enem 
composed of 2 cruisers and 2 destroyers probably bringing reinforcement 
Operations in the North SOLOMONS have been on a reduced scale. 

In the Southwest Pacific the two enemy airfields at CAPE GLOUCEST 



captured by our forces who are now consolidating their positions. 


31 December (Oahu date) 

Air activities in the Central Pacific consisted of strikes against KWAJALEIN 
and MILLE on the 31st and JABOR I. (JALUIT) on the 30th. Seventeen B-24s from 
NANOMEA via TARAWA dropped 51 tons on KWAJALEIN with primary target^ shipping. 

Forty percent of bombs hit island with 1 near miss on medium ship. No interception. 
One of our planes received slight damage. Planes sighted 2 CAs, 2 DDs, 3 medium 
AKs and 12 to 15 Harbor craft in harbor. 

MILLE was hit by 24 P-39s, 24 Dauntless who dropoed 14 tons of bombs and 
strafed AA positions. Two fires were started. No ships were sighted and no inter¬ 
ception encountered. Nine B-25s dropped 5 tons of 500 lb. bombs on JABOR I.(JALUIT) 
and shelled installations with 75mm canon from altitude of 55 feet. Hits were 
observed on radio, fuel dump storage. Our planes received no damage. 

GUNNEL reports sinking 10,000 ton unidentified passenger freighter on 3 Dec. 
with four torpedoes fired and 4 hits made. 

In the South Pacific, our carrier force and supporting BBs are retiring 
without launching air strike as enemy force was reported as again retiring to the 
North. 

In the North Pacific, four Catalinas completed a bombing and photo reconnais¬ 
sance strike on PARAMUSHIRU and SHUMISHU. All bombs dropped on the places stated 
but due to icing of photographic flash bombs, which prevented release of most bombs, 
the success of the photographic mission is doubtful. One night fighter war 
tered but all planes returned ATTU undamaged. 
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July (GCT) 

01 0630 CPU 3RD FLE ET to COM 1ST FLEET. CINC SOV/ESPAC. Info 
ALL T ? C 3EL ^LEET. COM 7TH FLEET. TIER. 

Further summary NEW CEORGIA activity follows. Bogey 
alarms delayed RENDOVA landings 2 hours. Jap air attacks 
which materialized came 1100 L (-11) 1515 L and 1715 L. 

About 110 total nlanes. During day long battles at least 
65 heavy bombers dive bombers fighters torpedo planes de¬ 
stroyed. 17 Slue planes missing. Para. 2nd major Blue 
air strike of day was on MUNDA. 25 Mitchells 18 each daunt¬ 
less Avengers dumped ton and half ton bombs plus fragmenta¬ 
tion clusters on defenses and bivouacs starting 1 fire. 

1 Avenger missing. Para. ZANE refloated from Onaivise 
Reef north of RENDOVA and under tow to TULAGI. GWIN re¬ 
ported after ships force repairs she could still make 28 
knots. At 1626 L MeCAWLEY while under tow Liura attacked 
15 dive bombers. No hits due fighter interception and 
ships gunfire. Para. 1 Rifle Company from 3EGI forces 
landed at mouth of CHOI River northwest of SEGI to rein¬ 
force land attack on VIRTJ by 2 Companies Marine Raiders. 

No contact v.ith latter since 28th. Para. No details 
WICKHAM situation. 

01 0035 CINCPAC to VICE CNO. Info COMPERIRAC. COMAIRPAC 

Your 281502. Desire minimum 3 advanced air base assemblies 
available for Central Pacific needs. Referring to enclosure 
A to ComAirPac Letter 00226 of 5 June nronose direct move¬ 
ment G (Casu and A.corn 1U) to Oahu ^or final training and 
then arrange for 2 similiar assemblies to be held on West 
Coast for direct movement to Central Pacific destinations. 
Chief of Staff AirPac will be available for conference this 
subject in Washington week beginning 5 July. 

02 0205 CINCPAC to COMINCH 


Satisfactory planning Central Pacific operations largely 
dependent on adequate photo reconnaissance of objectives. 
Equipment required includes medium range fighter conver¬ 
sion similar Army F5A. Have asked local Army Initiate ur¬ 
gent request on War Department for squadron this or com¬ 
parable type which I request you strongly support. Para. 

For very long range reconnaissance including night photos 
of heavily defended areas Liberator type in many cases is 
just short of range requirements although every effort being 
made extend this range to meet immediate demands. With dis¬ 
tances and operating bases as they are in Pacific there will 
be continuing major usefulness for photo reconnaissance 
planes of absolute maximum range. Request early investiga¬ 
tion looking to preparation and assignment here latest Army 
or Navy heavy bomber or patrol aircraft having such perform¬ 
ance . 
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July (GOT) 

30 1803 RICHARDSON (HDCSO) to WDCSA. Info CINCPAC. 



To provide information required for basic planning of current 
and future operations in Central Pacific Area CinCPac requests 
and I concur in prompt assignment to this Headquarters of 1 
photographic squadron reconnaissance T/C 1-757 equipped with 
P-38 or comparable long range planes. Need for this squadron 
is urgent at present and may be expected to increase. Nec¬ 
essary photographic reconnaissance is beyond the capacity of 
aircraft now available in this area. Importance of adequate 
long range photographic and reconnaissance airplanes cannot 
be over-emphasized to insure success of operations being 
planned. Requested at earliest practicable date favorable 
action. 



02 1047 CTF 31 to COMSOPAC Info ALL TFC SOPAC. CG GUADALCANAL . 

Summary war today 2 Jly. ZANE towed by RAIL arrived TULAGI. 
Report of ZANE damage separately. VIRU captured July 1st. 

A few Japs in hills at VIRU. 79 Japs drowned there trying 
to cross river. 2 own DDs bombarded WICKHAM targets for 15 
minutes commencing 1330 L today. Japs in foxholes on small 
point of land. ComGen RENDOVA reports situation quiet and 
muddy and one Jap killed total 65 Japs killed RENDOVA June 
30. Enemy air attack at RENDOVA 1245 L yesterday no damage. 
103 Field Artillary land DUME Island south of Onavaviai 
entrance. 18 bombers accompanied by Zeros hit RENDOVA this 
afternoon material damage apparently confined to diesel and 
ration dumps. No info as to personnel casulaties. 


03 0145 CTF 52 to COMSOPAC Info ALL TFC SOPAC. 



O 


Summary for today July 3rd. Estimated 3 CL's 4 DD’s fired 
about 100 rounds toward RENDOVA plantation from vicinity 
Renard Cove at 0245 L (-11) and retired through Balfour 
Channel at 0305. RENDOVA bivouac areas and roads in bad 
condition preventing rapid dispersal supplies. Air attack 
July 2 not intercepted killed possibly 30 wounded 200 troops 
no damage to ships. Good beach found at Zanana and Company 
A 169th plus reinforcement platoon landed there yesterday 
afternoon. Balance of first battalion 172nd planned land 
at Zanana early this morning. 103rd Field Artillery less 
Battery A plus 172nd anti tank company on Dume Island 
(Sasavele Island). Jap twin float plane over GWIN (DD 433) 
RADFORD (DD 446) and LST's off RENDOVA about 1900 L July 1st 
dropped float light which failed to ignite. Plane driven 
off by 3hips AA. RADFORD caught 1-1 class sub on surface 
at 2007 L July 1st Lat 8-39 Long 157-35 and sank (Yes I said 
sank) sub with gunfire. No reports from VIRU SEGI or WICKHAM. 
Plan to execute Rice Anchorage landing early morning 5 July. 
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03 0534 COM 3rd FLEET to CINC30WE5PAC. COM 1st FLEET, COM 7th FLEET etc . 



SoPac situation summary. Night 2nd -3 black cats tracked 
enemy surface force 7 DLs and DDs to just offshore southwestern 
RENDOVA. Possibility of troop landing exists. Vessels subse¬ 
quently attempted shell friendly posits on island. Began re¬ 
tirement 0305 Love (-11) additional RENDOVA details: Total Japs 
Killed there' 30th now 651 killed 1st. No damage from enemy air 
attack midday 1st. Another attack afternoon 2nd resulted in 
some damage to fuel and ration dumps. Field artillery regiment 
landed DUME ISLAND south of VONAVAISI entrance to ROVIANA LAGOON. 
Para. 2 BLUE destroyers bombarded enemy positions WICKHAM Area 
1330 Love (-11) 2nd. Para. VIRU secure with few Japs in nearby 
hills. 79 Nippers drowned there July 1st attempting to cross 
river. Para. USS RADFORD escorting LST’s RENDOVA to PURVIS 
engaged and sank surfaced Jap I class sub in BLANCHE CHANNEL 
2007 Love (-11) 1st. Para. Coast watcher reports renewed and 
increased activity at Jap barge staging points on south central 
CHOISEUL coast. Para. Aerial recce ONATOA and BEKU Islands 
GILBERT Group from tree top level July 2nd showed no signs 
military installations or enemy occupation. 


03 1116 C0MS0PAC to COM 1st FLEET. C0HS0WE3PAC Info COM 7th FLEET etc. 



Bringing you up to date on our NEW GEORGIA operations. CoraSaPac 
daily dope. At down today 3rd 12 Lightning escorted Mitchels 
searched unsuccessfully for ORANGE task force which shelled 
RENDOVA night of 2nd-3rd. Search strike then unloaded bombs on 
MUNDA ackack positions. 18 SBDs attacked WICKHAM in support 
ground operations at 0800 L(-ll) 3rd. Careful aerial inspection 
RENDOVA coastline today 3rd reveals nil enemy activity, indica¬ 
tion suspected enemy landing last night perhaps did not materi¬ 
alize. No report of damage from surface shelling. Para. Es¬ 
timated 30 killed 200 wounded result unintercepted Jap air 
attack RENDOVA July 2nd. Para. One reinforced infantry company 
landed at ZANANA BEACH on NEW GEORGIA mainland northwest of 
ONAVAISI entrance afternoon 2nd. Balance of 1st battalion 172nd 
Infantry planned land there early today. 


04 0122 CTF 31 to C0MG0PAC to C0H30WESPAC, CINCPAC . 



Herewith todays summary July 4th 1 year after ComAmphforSoPac 
sailed from San Francisco. ARMCHAIR VURA VILLAGE captured 
July 3rd approximately 300 Japs killed remainder on run. 

Search for better benches continues. Our losses relatively 
slight. BLACKB0Y expect fighter field in operation July 10th. 
CATSMEAT. Patroling continues against isolated Japs. Companies 
op 4th Marine Raider Battalion casualties 13 men killed 15 
wounded 5 missing. Other units CATSMEAT force no casualties. 
DOWSER. South Pacific Scout Company landed ZANANA morning 3rd. 
BCNNETT OP seized Jans had withdrawn. Patrol UGENI killed U 
Japs 10 took to bush. 169th Infantry moved last night to 1712 
RENDOVA. 270 casualties left DOWSER aboard L3T this morning 
majority result air raid 2 July. 1st Raider Regiment less 3 
battalions, 3rd Batt 145 Infantry and 3rd Batt 148 Infantry em¬ 
barked this AM for landing RICE ANCHORAGE tomorrow pushed^ to 
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July (GOT) 

03 1235 C0I.IAI,iPHF0R30PAC to C0I/IS0PAC. CINCPAC. COMINCH. Info ALL 
TFC'S, 50PAC. COKSOWESTPACFOR 

This Part 1 of 3 parts with master number 031255. Para 
The aircraft torpedo attack made on our forces in Blanche 
Channel NEW GEORGIA June 30 was of a decidedly higher 
character than the 2 other torpedo plane attacks expe¬ 
rienced by originator. About 25 torpedo planes came in 
covered in 3 levees to 20,000 feet by the same number of 
fighters. Our fighters attacked and shot down 5 enemy 
torpedo planes before they came close to the transports 
and another of our fighters courageously disregarded the 
ships bullets and shot down 1 more enemy plane while at¬ 
tacking. Our surface force comprised 6 transports and 
7 destroyers. These ships shot down about 11 enemy planes, 
and other enemy planes were later destroyed by our fighters. 
Few of their torpedo planes got through. 

03 1245 Part 2 of my 031255. Para Apparently enemy torpedo 
planes were Ruths or approximates for them. Speed of 
dropping torpedoes was estimated at 250 miles per hour 
height 20 to 50 feet. Every transport and several of 
the screen were separately attacked by from 2 to 4 enemy 
planes who seemed to know their objectives. Apparently 
they had a well planned attack and certainly they had a 
well trained squadron. Torpedoes ran straight without 
broaching but were of short range Para In accordance with 
custom the transports presented their broadside to suck 
in the Japs and then turned 90 degrees away. Apparently 
the Japs have not yet solved this tactical trick. 

03 1255 Part 5 ComAmphForSoPac 031255. Para The enemy planes 
finally attacked at an approximate total angle of 45 
degrees centered about astern of the transports Para 
The torpedo which struck the McCAWLEY was watched by the 
Task Force Commander as it came up. It was nearly at 
end of run when it arrived and hit port side abreast en¬ 
gine room at angle of about 15 degrees to keel. Less 
than 1 minute later another torpedo passed parallel to 
starboard about 20 feet away and shortly thereafter 
broached and stopped. During and after torpedo plane 
attack fighter planes strafed several of the ships. 

Fighters observed were not the old Zeroes but of a new 
type with narrow wings highly maneuverable and very fast. 
Their guns were 7.7. These fighters looked to the Task 
Force Commander to be similar to Freds or improved Nates 
but with folding wheels. Pilotage of both the torpedo 
planes and fighters appeared to be of a high quality. 

Para FARENH0LT was hit amidships by a torpedo which did 
not explode dropped from about 300 yards distance. End. 
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July (GCT) 

04 0605 COM 3RD PLT to CINCSCWLSPAC . CO M 1ST FLT Info COM 7TH FIT 
NZKB. ALL TFC 1 S SOPACT ----- 

According belated report dated July 2nd group of 7 Cor¬ 
sairs engaged 2 formations Jap Zeros totalling 50 planes 
east of Rendova early afternoon that day shot^down 6 to 
loss 3 F4U , s 2 pilots. Para. At 1445 L (-11) 3rd 10 
Lightnings contacted estimated 50 Jap Zeros over Rendova 
shot down 5. We lost 3 planes. 19 Avengers IS Daunt¬ 
less dropped ton and half-ton daisy cutters on MUNDA 
Bivouac area at 1540 L 3rd all planes returning despite 
intense AA. Para. CTF 31 reports Vura Village on south¬ 
east Vangunu in Wickham Anchorage Area captured July 3rd. 

Approx 300 Japs killed remainder on run. Blue losses 
relatively low. Expect Segi fighter field ready July 
10th. Para. At Viru Harbor patrolling against isolated 
Hips continues. Para. Rendova forces now control former 
Jap observation post on Banieta Point. Patrol from 
Ugeli killed 4 Japs on 3rd. Para. Coastwatcher dope 
places Japs at Vori and near Buri both on northern Ganogga. 

No Nips on Wana Wana. 

05 0322 CTF 31 to COMSOPAC to ALL TFC SOPAC etc . 

Summary 5 July from CTF 31. RENDOVA echelons 4 and 5 arrived 
4 July continuing unloading. 3rd Bn, 103rd Infantry less 1 
company arrived RENDOVA Plantation today with 1 company re¬ 
maining Poto. 192nd Field Artillery and 9th Defense Bn 
harassing MUNDA. Out post and patrol section RENDOVA negative. 
18 bombers hit RENDOVA 1410 Love(-11) 4 July with moderate 
casualties and damage. Several small boats destroyed and 2 
LCI’s hit by bombs were beached. Believe LCI*s can be salvaged 
Estimate 12 Bettys downed by AA. No report from ARMCHAIR. 
BLACKBOY normal. CAT3MEAT 0 and P Cos. occupying Co. B 103rd 
Infantry arrived 1000 Love(-11) 4 July the enemy withdrawing 
to north MUNDA area. 1st Bn 172nd Infantry ASD Co. AO I 
169th Infantry occupying beach head ZANANA patrolling to 
BARIKE River. Expect to comnlete movements of 172nd Infantry 
to ZANANA today. Light patrol action between ELELO and BARIKE. 

06 0133 CTF 31 to COMSOPAC Info ALL TFC GOPAC, INTERCEPT . 

CTF 31 summary for July 6. RENDOVA had Red alert 1215 to 1320 
L (-11) yesterday. 18 twin engine bombers attacked 9 shot 
down no ships hit. PT 3 operated west of RENDOVA last night. 

3 grounded on KUNDU KUNDU and were destroyed by gunfire from 
MUNDA. Codes and secret radar narts removed. 1 battalion 
145th departs for RENDOVA today to arrive 8th. For RICE 
Landing see my 050733. LIVERSEDGE reoorts no contact and 
unable attack at time olanned. Ref ComGen NEW GEORGIA 051135 
in 2 parts for ground situation at points. 


1714 


















°6 0645 COM 3 rd ELT to CINCGONESPAG. COM 1st FLT Info NZNB, ALL TFG 50P. 


Early today July 6th small Blue cruiser destroyer task group 
met engaged and believed virtually annihilated Japanese task 
force attempting to slin into KULA GULF. Battle began about 
0200 L (-11) v/ith our forces firing at 7 enemy CLs and DDs. 

By 0300 all enemy vessels were either sunk or criooled. Only 
Blue loss was CL HELENA believed hit by torpedoes. During 
rescue operations 2 Blue DDs observed 3 enemy vessels trying 
to leave the GULF sank 1 4-funneled light cruiser by torpedo 
fire, 1 DD with guns and damaged an additional DD. 'These 
shins may have been additional to 7 originally engaged. Para. 
Latest tally HELENA survivors aboard 2 rescuing DDs shows 619 
officers, men with many more still on rafts and in boats near 
scene of northeast K0L0TiBANGAHA, Bub and air attacks forced 
rescue shins to retire at daylight but additional rescue 
measures underway. Para. Early 5th 3 Blue PTs which grounded 
half mile south of HINDU KUNDU Island (Just South spst ) were 
destroyed by Jan light batteries at MUNDA. Personnel codes 
and radar parts recovered. Para. RENDOVA area fairly quiet. 
Fighter cover of 16 Jarhawks intercepted about 4 0 zeros over 
that island early afternoon 5th shot down 2 Japs. V/e lost 1 
plane pilot recovered. 18 Dauntless dive bombers hit BAER0K0 
north of MUNDA with half ton bombs 1555 L (-11) 5th. Friendly 
forces east of MUNDA on Southern NEW GEORGIA active patrolling 
and consolidating beach heads. Para. Landing craft credited 
with all 12 Betties shot down by Ack Ack at RENDOVA July 4th. 
Para. Evening of 5th Army Liberators failed to find shipping 
targets in BUIN-FAISI area where 16 warships 5 AK’s were seen 
that morning so unloaded bombs BALLALE. Jumped by 12 zeros 
but all bombers returned. Para. Searchplane today saw 1 CA, 

6 DDs course and speed not given 40 miles north KIETA at 0920 L 
(-11). Probably enroute to BUIN base. 

07 0626 COM 3rd FLT to CINCGOWES^AC. CINCPAC Info NZNB, ALL TFC SOPAC . 

Amplifying reports battle of KULA GULF early July 6th indicate 
minimum of 8 enemy shins on way out of GULF sunk by surface 
forces. Engagement consisted 2 major phases plus later des¬ 
troyer phase. First phase entire Blue broadside smashed into 
group of 4 or 5 enemy DDs all of which were destroyed or burn¬ 
ing within 5 minutes. Own shins then executed radical course 
changes took under fire second enemy group 3 or 4 CLs. These 
latter all sunk or afire within 15 minutes except 1 believed 
beached. Third phase occurred during rescue of HELENA survi¬ 
vors by 2 DDs. These ships destroyed 2 or 3 additional enemy 
ships trying to leave the GULF damaged the third. Para. 

During daylight 6 th Blue air heavily pasted 2 enemy destroyers 
stranded on east coast K0L0MBANGARA. 1 blew up. Para. Blue 
air operations 6 th. During morning 1 PB 4 Y attacked by 5 zeros 
returned to base after shooting down 2 zeros plus 1 probable. 

1 killed 3 wounded in bomber which had 1 engine shot out. 14 
Wildcats escorting strike to hit beached DDs forenoon 6 th shot 
down 4 of 7 Jap zeros encountered. Formations of heavy bombers 

(Continued) IT 15 
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hit KAHILI BALLALE BUKA evening 6th starting large fires on 
all 3 targets. 2 Liberators missing from KAHILI strike. Para. 
RENDOVA area quiet with Blue patrols on Southern NEV, r GEORGIA 
contacting their lap onnosite numbers along the BARIKE RIVER. 
No info conditions RICE ANCHORAGE but communications now 
established. Para. MUTUKI class DD landed 14 boat loads 
men at VILA early AM 6th. Then headed west. 

01 0443 OOMSOPAC to GINCPAC . 

Following briefed resume of correspondence between ComSoPac 
and GOC New Zealand Military Forces, is submitted for your 
information: 16 June - GOC New Zealand to ComSoPac. FIJI 
has offered, subject to your approval, a Fijian Brigade and 
asks that we accept under Command 3rd New Zealand Division. 
Manpower situation here makes it impossible to maintain 2 
divisions and expanded air force. 1 Fijian Battalion would 
be employed in each New Zealand Brigade. - ComSoPac to GOC 
New Zealand Military Forces. In conference and correspondence 
concerning reduction in home defenses in New Zealand , We 
understood that 3rd Division would be brought to full strength 
and that such strength would Hermit interchangeability with 
American Divisions, 'lie nrefer therefore and because of reduc¬ 
tion of FIJI Garrison, that the 3rd New Zealand Division be 
not expanded by use of Fijians. 19 June - GOC New Zealand 
military Forces to ComSoPac. You correctly stated the under¬ 
standing in your reply of the 17th. However, strong public 
opinion here demands either return of second New Zealand 
Division from Africa or furlough here for long term men of 
that Division. There is no nrospect of completing 3rd New 
Zealand Division from our own resources. This leaves us with 
the choice of keening the 3rd New Zealand Division on a 2 - 
brigade basis or bringing it to 3 - brigade basis by use of 
Fijians. 24 June - ComSoPac to GOC New Zealand Military 
Forces. Due to necessity of maintaining certain garrison in 
FIJI, use of Fijians in 3rd New Zealand Division would 
ultimately result in holding American units in FIJI to re¬ 
lease Fijians for offensive combat. It would also deprive 
us of use of Fijians now in the SOLOMONS. We prefer a 2 - 
brigade division to a mixed 3 - brigade division. 28 June 
- GOC New Zealand Military Forces to ComSoPac. Suggest using 
1 Fijian Battalion from FIJI with 3rd New Zealand Division 
for scouting and raiding. Would strengthen division and 
cause less disappointment to FIJI. Suggest that lower strength 
could be accepted in TONGA when American Forces leave FIJI, 
and we could despatch our battalion from there to FIJI. 28 
June - ComSoPac to GOC New Zealand Military Forces. Approve 
the use of 1 Fijian Battalion provided this will not reduce 
the Fijian troops present in SOLOMONS. 
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08 0121 CTF 31 to COMSOPAC Info C G SOPAC. ALL TFC’s 30PAC . 

Here cones CTF 31 summary for July 8th. Second Battalion 
145th Infantry arrived DOWSER morning 8th. Ground informa¬ 
tion in RENDOVA’s 072147. GWIN (DD 433) WOODWORTH (DD 460) 
returned MAINYARD with survivors as in CTU 31.2.2 062340. 
KELLY reports 3 PT’s previously aground and damaged KUNDA 
KITNDA salvageable . Unloading RENDOVA now. At CATSMEAT 
small natrol sniner action. PT refuel facilities near com¬ 
pletion. From BLACKBOY ARMCHAIR nothing. No news from 
Liversedge. RENDOVA is attempting contact Liversedge with 
instructions on low frequencies to break silence, air drop 
that morning and patrols. APD’s with additional supnlies 
in GUADAL waiting information from Liversedge 

08 0947 COMSOPAC to CINC 30WESPAC. COM 1ST FLEET. Info COM 7TH 
FLEET. NZNE, NOB AUCKLAND. 

19 Avengers 18 Dauntless plastered VILA anti aircraft 
defenses dumps and bivouac areas 1035 L (-11) 7th start¬ 
ing many fires. Bomb craters from previous raids were 
observed on strip. 16 Wildcats covered. At 1345 L (-11) 
same day Corsairs over RENDOVA engaged 56 enemy Zeros es¬ 
corting an unknown number of Betties. 9 Zeros 3 Betties 
knocked down to loss 1 missing Corsair. 9 Mitchells hit 
KILO again 1500 L (-11) dropping incendiary clusters. 5 
fires resulted. BUIN SHORTLAND shipping 1000 L (-11) 7th 
was 1 CL or heavy DD 6 DD’s 3 PC’s 7 AK’s (6 described as 
small) and 2 small oilers. Jap planes from photos same 
time were 60 fighters 1 bomber 15 dive bombers on KAHILI 
21 bombers BALLALE and 11 fighters 1 dive bomber 1 bomber 
BUKA. Para. Evening of 7th 3 Avengers with Hudson for 
flare plane unsuccessfully attacked Jap DD off Moila Point 
Southeast BOUGAINVILLE. Hudson missing and 1 Avenger 
crashed returning. 15 Liberators hit KAHILI same evening. 

1 plane missing believed operational loss. Part 2. Early 
morning 6th 2 bombs dropped RENDOVA by undetermined number 
planes caused slight damage casualties. Ground situation 
quiet. All artillery except 1 battery in position for 
I.RJNDA attack. NEW GEORGIA mainland forces being reinforced. 
Consolidation and patrolling continues with 1 clash July 
6th near Elelo (east of Lambeti). Japs repelled with no 
Blue losses. Estimated 60 Japs patrolling sniping east 
southeast Viru. No activity Segi or Wickham. 20 Japs 
landed Duglri Island off northeast RENDOVA but were driven 
off by Ugeli patrol. Para. Tokyo express stayed in the 
E YN night of 7-8. Blue cruiser destroyer task group up 
the slot to cover Rice Anchorage supply movement returned 
safely although Jap snooper dropped flares over force. 1 
destroyer this force engaged In gun torpedo duel with sur¬ 
face I class sub while returning down the alley. Results 
not In yet. GUADAL search plane was preparing attack Jap 
freighter 150 miles north of equator at 161-18 east 1031 L 
today 8th. PETO put 2 fish in Jap tanker bound RABAUL and 
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08 0947 CQMSOPAC to CINC SOWESPAC. COM 1ST FLEET Info COM 7TH FLEET. 
NZNB, HOB AUCKLAND: (Cont'd). 

believes she sank it. 2 Blue destroyers brought 81 HELENA 
survivors including Captain back to GUADALCANAL. 

09 0600 COM 3RD FLT to COM 1ST FLT. CINC SOWESPAC, Info ALL TFC 1 S 
SOPAC. COM 7TK FLT. NOB AUCKLAND. NZNB. 

Bombardment of MUNDA by 4 DD’s carried out early today 
July 9th. At 0800 (-11) 8th 16 Avengers 12 Dauntless 16 
Corsairs gave VILA Its daily going over using ton and half¬ 
ton bombs. Results unobserved. Bad weather generally 
hampered air operations 8th. No pictures or ship sights 
KAHILI or BUKA. BALLALE photos showed only 2 fighters 6 
bombers on strip MUNDA VILA had nil operative planes. 

GUADAL search plane missed with depth charges in attack on 
PC escorted AK 400 miles north of southeastern MALAITA 1106 
(-11) 8th. 2 more Betties added to Blue fighter score in 
action over RENDOVA July 7th. By 8th all Blue infantry and 
artillery in position for MUNDA attack. Our fiedl pieces 
picking off MUNDA AA positions. Rice Anchorage situation 
still obscure. Our troops may have contacted enemy about 
half mile south Enogai Inlet on 7th. Communication continues 
with this force and supplying underway. VIRU normal with 
only patrol sniper activity. PT staging base under con¬ 
struction there nearly finished. 1 of 3 PT's which ran 
aground south Kunda Kundu 6th now at RENDOVA other 2 will 
be similarly salvaged refloated repaired. 

10 0123 CTF 31 to CQMSOPAC Info ALL TFC's SOPAC. 

Summary 9th July from CTF 31. 2 condition Reds NEW GEORGIA 

area no damage. Artillery on Barulu Island strafed by 2 
Zeros and 4 Bettys no casualties or damage. Liversedge 
messages indicate Enogai Inlet area secured as far west as 
Leland Lagoon on his request will bomb Bairoko. 1 batta¬ 
lion has established a road block across MUNDA trail and 
has turned back 2 groups Japs enroute from Bairoko to 
-MUNDA. Ammunition medicine and ration fromnid afternoon 
9th south end Enogai. 1 plane drops medical supplies and 
rations 1600 L (-11) 10th at Leland Lagoon. Dumbo and Rice 
Anchorage ship supplies being held up pending further ad¬ 
vice. Hester apparently made scheduled advance. Our air 
bombed gun positions and bivouac areas MUNDA on his request. 
CATSMEAT normal. BLACKBOY fighter strip reported now suit¬ 
able for limited operations on 3300 3trip. ARMCHAIR no re¬ 
port shipment supplies satisfactory. Your 060645 12 Bettys 
credited by you to landing craft were shot down by 90 mm 
RENDOVA from 14,000 feet. 
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July (GCT) 

08 1210 COMINCH to ALL SEAFRON G01,IS EXCEPT CQMSOWE5TPAGSEAFRON AND 
CCMUQRROCCAN SEAFRON Info CINCLAKT. OIKCPAC. 

This is a reencipherment of CominCh 151536 of April. Joint 
Chiefs of Staff direct that category of defense be reduced 
from C to B in the Eastern, Gulf, Caribbean, Panama, Western 
and Northwest Sea Frontiers less Unalaska subsector. Re¬ 
duce defense forces and establishments to conform. HawSea- 
Fron and Unalaska subsector NorWestSeaFron remain in cate¬ 
gory of defense D. Revised Art 31 B FTP 155 forwarded by 
mail. 






11 0911 COLIN OR PA C to COMINCIi. CIKCPAC. CTF 51. 97. 9G. Info DEWITT 

8 AMNESIA Mitchells over PARAMUSHIRU at 1045 W (/lO) found 
overcast 3olid to 7000 feet but Cape Lupatka clear. On 
time distance run from Cape Lupatka from 9000 feet drooped 
32 quarter tonners in PARAMUSHIRU STRAITS Area with unob¬ 
served re-sult3. No enemy AA. No enemy planes seen. All 
Mitchells returned. At 1000 W (/lO) AMNESIA search plane 
reported 2 enemy auxiliaries lat 51-20 North long 165-55 
East oourse 090 speed 10. 6 mediums from PREFECT 7 heavies 

from PORRIDGE via AMNESIA off to attack. Contact later 
developed into 4 cargo ships accurate information size and 
type still lacking. At 20-35 W (/lO) Catalina reported 1 
ship sunk 1 badly damaged 2 hit. Cargo ships last reported 
in lat 51-09 North long 165-12 East on course 270. Cata- 
linas apparently assisted in attacks. PBY’s have maintained 
contact throughout day and v/ill continue during night. 1 
Mitchell unaccounted for. Part 1 of 2 parts. 

11 0934 Part 2 of 2 parts ComNorPac summary for same adees as my 
110911 . 4 Catalinas off from AMNESIA at 2015 W (/lO) to 

bomb PARAMUSHIRU. MONAGHAN (KISKA blockade) scheduled 
bombard GERTRUDE COVE Area and Little Kiska tonight. 

Searches averaged 300 miles west and southwest from AMNESIA 
Same for PORRIDGE search. Weather better than usual but 
some fog and low ceilings encountered. Weather plane found 
KISKA partly closed in with fog and mist. Saw no new ac¬ 
tivity. Received light inaccurate ack ack from North Head. 
Segula completely closed in. New subject. Following in¬ 
formation of interest connection AYLWIN bombardment of 
KISKA night 8-9 July. Enemy returned fire as soon as AYLWIN 
opened fire on Boch runs. Enemy fire from automatic weapons 
believed 40 mm and at least 3 guns believed 3 inch, all on 
southwest Sirerbakhti Point. Enemy shell bursts were about 
200 feet off water, well astern during first bombardment 
and 2000 yards over but on indeflection during 2nd run. 

Same fuse settings apparently used throughout. Apparently 
no guns located east side Bukhti Point since no gunfire 
observed from that location. 
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10 0600 COM 3RD FLT to CINC SOWESPAC. COM 1ST FLT Info COMSOWESPAC . 
NZNP, COM 7TH FLT. aLL TFC 3RD FLT. NAVAL SUPPLY DEPOT 

AUCKLAND. 

Night of 9th-10th Tokyo Express of at least 7 ships came 
down to Central Solomons from FAISI or possibly points 
further north. Picture incomplete but indications some 
vessels may have come in to VILA while screening force 
remained off northern entrance to KULA GULF. Last contact 
with Jap formation identified as 5 DDs 15 miles north by 
west of KOLOMBANGARA retiring up the slot with 2 CLs 6 miles 
ahead. Time 0325 L(-ll) 10th. We had no task force in area. 
Tracking done by GUADAL Cats. Para. Spotty weather limited 
photo coverage for enemy planes 9th. Only ship sights were 
1 DD, 1 AK off TONOLEI 1 DD off FAISI. Para at 0830 L(-ll) 

9th 110 Blue planes hit MUNDA, torpedo and dive bombers 
"literally plastering" entire target area with 70 tons of 
bombs while fighters covered. Same time 18 Dauntless struck 
ENOGAI BAEROKO in support our ground troops. Para. RENDOVA 
fighter patrol intercepted estimated 45 zeros at 1445 L shot 
down 4 Nips to loss 1 Wildcat fighter. Para. Ground situa¬ 
tion as follows: Northern Force was expected take ENOGAI 
POINT by night of 9th but no further info. Part of this force 
has blocked MUNDA trail turned back 2 Jap units enroute 
BAEROKO to MUNDA. Our casualties light at least 60 Japs 
dead. Elsewhere in NEW GEORGIA forward movements troops 
supplies progressing satisfactorily. SEGI POINT fighter 
strip now ready for limited operations. Strip is 3300 by 
150 feet. 18 hard stands on loop ready 9 with revetments. 

1 section of fighters was scheduled land there 1500 L today 
10th. Para. Coastwatcher scouts report 57 additional 
HELENA survivors at JAVK on northeast VELLA. Immediate 
measures to follow verification. Para at 1230 L today GUADAL 
search plane sees 2 CAs, 1 DD heading south 350 miles north 
of BUIN speed 15. 

11 20 55 COMNORPAC to COMINCH. CINCPAC. CTF 51.97. 96 Info DEWITT. 

Deliver same adees as my 110911. Part 1 July 11th summary. 
Contact with enemy cargo ships lost 1835 W (/10) 10th. 

Regained 1010 W (/10) this morning by Catalina searcher 2 
AK's lat 47 North long 163-15 East course 270 speed 5. 5 

Liberators were off from AMNESIA at 0618 with orders search 
for enemy ships enroute and KHXVLT bound to bomb PARAMUSHIRU. 

4 Cats on PARAMUSHIRU attack last night turned back 20 miles 
short due solid overcast from 0 to 12,000 feet. 2 returned 
AMNESIA 2 to PREFECT. Enemy ship previously reported badly 
damared was half underwater when last seen 10th. Enemy ship 
sunk was AK larger than other enemy ships which were reported 
about 150 to 175 feet long mounting automatic weapons. Cargo 
observed on decks and in water. MONAGHAN reported bombard¬ 
ment Gertrude Cove Area and Little Kiska completed at 0100 


(Continued) 


1720 



















5BCKET ’ 
"July (GCT) 




11 2055 C 0MN0RPAC to COIvlINCII (Cont'd). 

and 0315 'N (/lO) respectively today 11th. No return fire 
noted. New subject. Mitchells which were over PARAMU3HIRU 
10th report they first attempted minimum altitude approach 
but heavy fog to water prevented. Attack then made as pre¬ 
viously reported. 4 more Japs reported captured on ridge 
North Massacre-Holt Pass, ATTU. 

12 0929 Part 2 and final part ComNorPac July eleventh summary. 

Searches averaged 360 miles northwest to southwest of AMNESIA 
and PREFECT and 250 miles south PORRIDGE. Visibility varied 
from good to fog. 5 Liberators off for PARAMUSHIRU as re¬ 
ported in Part 1 turned back about 200 miles short due weather 
and returned AMNESIA. 3 PREFECT missions consisting of 6 

heavies 6 mediums with Venturas leading dropped using radar 
29.6 tons bombs through solid overcast Main Camp and North 
Head KI3KA. 1 mission received light ack ack others none. 

4 Warhawks scouted low level over Segula and Kiska. No 
enemy activity Segula. Several barges on beach near Sub 
Base. 4 in harbor new excavation in ravine just north Srednie 
Point. Received Aa. Catalina lost contact with remaining 
2 small enemy cargo ships 1015 W (/10). 5 AMNESIA mediums 

off for contact and failed to intercept. All mediums re¬ 
turned except 1 which got lost and landed out of gas. Crew 
sighted on Little Sitkin. Rescue operations in progress. 

New Subjects . Later info attack on enemy cargo ships 10th. 
Catalina pilots report following: Mitchells sank 1st ship. 
Catalina met Liberators above overcast and led them to 
second target which was soon crippled. Both Catalinas 
strafed crippled ship and attacked with depth charges, 1 of 
which was near miss off stern causing ship to settle. Bow 
35 degrees out of water settling fast when fog closed in. 

Other enemy ships came to rescue. No survivors from first 
ship. Mitchell previously reported unaccounted for in part 
2 of July 10th summary returned safely. If weather suitable 
FARRAGUT bombards KISKA Main Camp area tonight from northeast¬ 
ward . 
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July (OCT) 

13 0846 COM 3RD FLT to CINCSOWESPAC. CINCPAC Info COM 7TH FLT, etc. 

Daily dope. About 0130 L (-11) today 13th Blue Task Group 
of 3 CL’s 10 DD’s engaged Jap surface force estimated 10 
ships 15 miles off North K0L0MBANGARA definitely sank 1 
enemy CL 3 DD’s plus 2 more DD’s probably sunk. Orange 
vessels in 2 groups, 1st definitely 1 CL 5 DD's 2nd be¬ 
lieved 4 ships probably CL’s or DD's. We suffered torpedo 
damage to 4 ships of which USS GWIN (DD433) sank this morn¬ 
ing while under tow to TULAGI. Night of llth-12th APD’s 
successfully supplied RICE ANCHORAGE while cruisers DD's 
covered and cruisers destroyers additionally shelled MUNDA 
for an hour. During these operations USS TAYLOR (DD468) 
definitely sank large surfaced Jap sub in KULA GULF. Blue 
fighters intercepted about 20 Zeros north of MUNDA 0815 
(-11) 12th shooting down 5 to loss 1 friendly plane. 86 
torpedo dive bombers under fighter cover smashed at MUNDA 
again 0955 (-11) same day. 67 and half tons bombs fell on 
defenses and living areas. VILA hit by 10 Mitchells 0845 
L. 2 LCT’s report destroying barge and contents 50 Nips 
at Batuna Mission northeastern Vangunu. Landing parties 
accounted for 2 more barges similarly loaded. Advance 
against MUNDA continuing despite stiffening resistance. 2 
Jap strong points wiped out. Recce patrol killed 13 Japs 
at Banieta Point RENDOVA. 9 Jap bombs fell near our REND0VA 
positions evening 11th but no damage or casualties. 

14 0447 COM 3RD FLT to CINCSOWESPAC, CINCFIRST FLT Info COM 7th FLT. 

0n 13th SBD's and TBF's continued the MUNDA pulverization 
process dropping 32 tons bombs. 1 large fire started. Day¬ 
light strike for retiring express made no contacts but 15 
Corsair and Lightning fighters met 18 Vais 10 Zekes out to 
hit some of our retiring ships shot down 4 Zeros over VISU 
VISU northern NEW GEORGIA forced Vais to jettison bombs and 
retire without attack. We lost 1 plane pilot recovered by 
Blue DD. Para. Photos am 13th showed 39 fighters KAHILI 
for only partial coverage 11 bombers BUKA. 7 DD's off BUIN 
at 0845 L (-11) with possibly 4 more absent at time of sight¬ 
ing but currently in area. Para. Night of 12th 17 Libera¬ 
tors attacked BALLALE starting 5 fires while 2 more B-24*s 
raided VILA. Para. Indications 13th Japs may be running 
special air searches north and east of area possibly presag¬ 
ing surface movement through that area. Para. Rehash of 
Blue fighter operations July 11th Increases days bag by 4 
Zekes 1 Betty decreases our pilot losses by 1 as 4 of 6 Blue 
pilots downed now safe. Para. Coastwatcher reports 4 DD’s 
called at VILA predawn 13th arriving departing via BLACKETT 
Streit. Barges active northwestern VELLA. Night of 13th- 
14th GUADAL planes had 2 surface contacts. First with 3 
unidents 20 miles northwest VELLA second with 2 vessels pos¬ 
sibly of same group entering Wilson Strait on southeast 
course. Para. Ground dope meager. Resistance still tough 
but progress satisfactory. On 12th Blue troops about mile 
from Lambeti Beach but 2 battalions moving south to secure 
Lambeti Point. 
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Tuly (OCT) 

14 0240 CTF 31 to 00MS0PAG Info ALL TFC's SOPAC. 





Summary for July 14th. Coast watcher VELLA LAVELLA re¬ 
ports 20 Nips from OrNte in Lambu Area on July 12 search¬ 
ing for our survivors. Para. MUNDA forces unable ad¬ 
vance on July 12th beyond line Oeorge 92 at 0-35.2 ^outh 
flank G 91.1-36.0 North flank. Order battle: 2 Battalions 
172 moving south to secure Iliana Point. 2nd Battalion 
172 on South Flank. I 69 on North Flank in column of batta¬ 
lions 123. For situation 13th see RENDOVA's 131550. Para. 
1/2 24 th Seabees proceeding WICKHAM, Btry F 11th Defense 
proceeding VIRU and platoon radars 578 Signal AW Battalion 
embarked in RUSSELLS. All to proceed MUNDA upon capture. 

15 0254 CTF 31 to C0MS0PAC Info ALL TFCs SOPAC . 

Summary 15 July from CTF 31 . Liversedge situation little 
change. Pushing patrols toward ESTR0K0 and reconnoitering 
SHARK ISLAND. No enemy contacts these operations. EN0GAI 
and RICE ANCHORAGE bombed by 2 planes at 1930 yesterday and 
0100 (-11) today. No casualties or damage. Plan send 4th 
Raiders to EN0GAI in 4 APDs night of 17-18. VIRU and WICK¬ 
HAM no reports. 2 successful forced landings at SEGI. Hes¬ 
ters situation in his 141425 and 141430. Plan take off 
HELENA survivors from VELLA LAVELLA early morning 16th. 

15 1245 C0MAIRS0LS to C0MAIRS0PAC Info AIROPINTEL. 





Jap Flight of 27 Bettys 40 or 50 Zeros and at least 1 twin 
engine fighter intercepted over RENDOVA area by 44 of our 
fighters at 1430 L (-11). 15 Bettys 30 Zeros shot down 3 

of our pilots missing. 


15 0547 COM 3RD FLT to CINCSOWESPAC. COMIST FLT. Info COM 7TH FLT.etc . 

Daily dope. Total of 36 GUADALCANAL based Heavy bombers at¬ 
tacked KAHILI BALLALE BUKA night of 13th. KAHILI strip and 
dispersal areas thoroughly covered large fires started BALLALE. 
BUKA results unobserved. Morning 14th Mitchells destroyed 
small Jap AK in BEAGLE CHANNEL of Southwest VELLA 2 new type 
barges in HUNDA COVE west of VELLA. Para. Full photo cover¬ 
age KAHILI drome 1000 L(-ll) 14 th showed 54 fighters 16 dive 
bombers there. In BUIN FAISI area were 10 DDs 4 PCs 1 large 
3 small AKs 6 small tankers. 4 DDs departed north high speed 
at 1600 L same day. Para. Patrolling aircraft had contacts 
with 3 groups surface shins night of 13th-14th. First with 
3 unidents half way between FAISI and VELLA on 300T east 
course at 2230 L 2nd at 2342 8 miles west of BAGA ISLAND with 
2 patrol craft. 3rd 0020 L today with 2 stationary vessels 
11 miles south by east of position of first contact. Para. 
Land situation satisfactory. On NEW GEORGIA mainland Blue 
infantry regiment broke through to beach near LILI0 night 
13th where additional Blue forces landed next day. Advance 
continues to south and west against heavy resistance. Our 
artillery knocked out at least 4 Jap guns 14th and supported 
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^ECRHIT - 

July (OCT ) 

15 0547 COM 3RD FLT to CINCSOWESPAC - Continued - 

infantry in stopping Orange counter attack night of 14th. 
Northern force reports no change in general situation. 

Pushing patrols out towards BAEROLO. 

15 0629 COMNORPAC to COMINCH CINCPAC CTF's 51. 97 & 96 hands DeWITT . 

ComNorPac’s July 14th summary. Searches from ATTU averaged 
375 miles northwest 200 west 275 southwest thereof. No 
searches from ADAK or AMCHITKA and no attacks on KISKA be¬ 
cause of fog rain and low ceilings. MONAGHAN (DD354) bom¬ 
barded GERTRUDE COVE area at 0100 W (/10) 14th. During 
night 13-14th HULBERT (AVD 6) moved about 20 feet. Attempts 
to refloat continue. Contact was made with 4 more Japs 
KLESNITCOF area ATTU but enemy eluded. 

16 0913 COMNORPAC to COMINCH CINCPAC CTF’s 51. 97. 96. DeWITT . 

July 15th summary. Searches averaged 340 miles northwest and 
west 200 southwest ATTU, 300 northwest to southwest of AM¬ 
CHITKA, 100 miles south of ADAK. Some fog and low ceilings 
encountered. AMCHITKA closed in until afternoon. 8 Mitchells 
1 Liberator from ADAK and 3 AMCHITKA missions consisting of 
6 Liberators 5 Mitchells 2 Lightnings dropped 31.9 tons bombs 
on North Head and GERTRUDE COVE area with hits reported in 
target areas. Fires reoorted near ack ack batteries GERTRUDE 
COVE area. AA varied from light to intense. 1 plane received 
battle damage. At 0300 W (/10) today MONAGHAN bombarded 
GERTRUDE COVE area. Expended 100 rounds 5 inch. Fire not 
returned. Todays weather plane reported sighting rock tunnel 
shoreline VEGA POINT with what apoeared to be Jap occupant in 
entrance. Attempted to bomb tunnel but bombs long. 8 barges 
seen in KISKA harbor no shipping. 1 ADAK Liberator crashed 
soon after take off today. Details not fully reported. 

16 0545 C0M3RD FLT to COM 1ST FLT. CINCSOWESPAC. Info C0M7THFLT e tc. 

44 Allied fighters intercepted 27 Betties escorted by 40-50 
fighters over RENDOVA 1427 L 15th shot down 15 Betties 30 
Zeros to loss of 3 Blue pilots. During forenoon 15 Mitchell 
mediums destroyed 2 more small AK’s off Baga Island south¬ 
west VELLA. Corsairs set fire to barge near Pakoi Bay, 
northwestern VELLA. 36 Dauntless and same number Avengers 
dumped 54 tons HE bombs on VILA 1520 L 15th starting fires 
which were still burning hour and half later. 18 additional 
Dauntless bombed designated targets Eaeroko Area at 1555 L 
In support ground operations. 4 more Mitchells continued 
hunt for Nip shipping around Central Solomans late after¬ 
noon 15th strafing and sinking 2 barges on northeast J0HGS0H 
rpt GHNODNGA Coast. Shortly afternoon 15th GUADAL search 
plane scored bomb hit on fantail of small enemy vessel east 
of northern New Ireland. No new info ground situation early 
16th 2 APDs covered by 8 DDs rescued 14 naval officers 1 
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16 0545 C OM 5RDFLT to COM 1STFLT. (Continued). 

Army officer 160 enlisted men mainly HELENA survivors from 
northeastern VELLA. Also removed 16 Chinese and 1 Jap 
Army flier prisioner. Jap snooper plane shadowed our ships 
all night dropping flares continuously. 2 planes dropped 
bombs close aboard. Blue AVP Vanikoro reports flares drop¬ 
ped over her 1900 L 15th and radar contacted plane dropped 
small bomb 15 hundred yards off starboard bow at 0730 L 
today 16th. At 1110 L this vessel reported attack by 9 
enemy planes. Slight damage from shrapnel. 

17 0422 CTF 31 Info TF 31. ALL TFCs SOPAC. 

Summary for July 16th. Nips may have dropped supplies to 
MUNDA night 15th. 4th Raider Battalion moves to ENOGAI 
night 17-18. Our patrols active near Baeroko. For ground 
situation see RDO RENDOVA 151540, and 161522. Strong Nip 
position Ilangana Point north 3000 yards. Successful supply 
drop to our MUNDA forces. PT's blocked Ferguson Passage 
and Blackett Strait night 16 no report. Raider Battalion 
reinforced occupies ENOGAI, Enogai Inlet. 148 Infantry 
arrived RENDOVA morning 17th. 

17 0639 COMNORPAC to COMINCH. CINCPAC. NORPACFOR. CTF 51. CTF 96. 

CTF 97 Info DEWITT . 

Summary July 16th from ComNorPac. ADAK searches averaged 
300 miles south and southwest thereof. 1 AMCHITKA search 
plane went 400 miles to southwest. No air attacks on KISKA. 
Fog and low ceilings at AMCHITKA and ATTU. New subject. 4 
survivors from Liberator which crashed at ADAK yesterday. 

My 160913. Other seven occupants killed. 

19 0552 COM 3RD FLT to COM 1ST FLT, CINCSOWESPAC Info COM 7TH FLT. etc. 

190 Blue torpedo planes dive bombers heavy bombers and 
fighters struck at BUIN area 0930L 18th for second mass raid 
in two days. Heavies concentrated on KAHILI defenses strip 
and dispersal areas dive torpedo bombers then hit shipping 
sinking 1 AK and scoring hits on 2 DDs and 1 AK. 13 zeros 
destroyed with 4 Blue planes missing. Para. 36 Dauntless 
26 Avengers bombed LAMBETI area and inland Jap positions north 
MUNDA strip afternoon 18th dropping 31 tons bombs. Para. 

Our ground troops made limited advances 16th and 17th en¬ 
larging beachhead. No further advance contemplated at present 
in order consolidate position relieve tired troops before 
Dog day. Fourth raider battalion reinforced northern force 
at ENOGAI night of 17th-18th. During Jap raids on Blue 
ground positions east of MUNDA night of 17th estimated total 
179 Japs killed our losses 8. Para. Jap sub torpedoed LST 
south southeast KLIANA BAY early 18th. Para. CHINCOTEADGUE 
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19 0552 COM 3RD FLT to COM 1ST FLT . - Continued - 

(AVP24) damage under control. 3 Jap planes attacked ship 
in company with her afternoon 18th were all shot down. Para. 

6 Forts bombed KAHILI early today 19 th 2 more bombed BALLALE 
starting large fire. 1 Fort missing. Also predawn today 

7 Mitchells bombed BALLALE starting 2 more fires. 

21 0055 COMNORPAC to NORPACFOR Info CTG 16.6. 16.5 

My Op-plan number 2-43, effective 18 hours W (/10) July 
20, combined air and surface bombardment FIREARM. Task 
organization as follows Task Group 16.1 no change. Task 
Group 16.21 (3 CA 1 s 1 CL 4 DD's RAmd Giffen southern 
bombardment group). Task Group 16.22 (2 BB’s 1 CA 3 DD’s 
RAdm Griffin northern bombardment group). Task Group 
16.23 (Blockade destroyers MONAGHAN AYLWIN). B Day July 
22. B-hour to be prescribed by ComNorPac. 

22 0307 CTF 31 to 00MS0PAC info TF 31. ALL TFC SOPAC . 

CTF 31 sends summary for 21st in 2 parts . Part 2 follows 
as 220316. Condition Red RENDOVA 1710 to 1750 L (-11) 21st. 
Attack by 15 dive bombers 30 to 50 zeros. LST 343 hit by 
bomb starboard side abreast pilot house exploding in officers 
country. 1 dead 10 wounded no other details. Condition Red 
almost continuously 118 to 450 L (-11) 22nd mostly by individ¬ 
ual planes. 6 to 8 bombs dropped no casualties. Para. For 
ground situation see RDO RICE 211711 and RDO RENDOVA 212340 
and 210911 reenciphered as our 220330. For PTs see RDO 
RENDOVA 210645. 

22 0316 Part 2 and final 220307 CTF 31 summary . RICE ANCHORAGE 

situation as summarized orally by Griffith sent by Liversedge 
to KOLI follows. Northern force on 20th fought its way to 
within 300 yards east bank BAIROKO HARBOR where heavy machine 
gun mortar and artillery fire made their position untenable. 
Liversedge executed orderly withdrawal to ENOGAI burdened 
with 200 wounded and organized his defense. He is continuing 
active patrolling but reports his force unfit for further 
offensive action. Casualties in percent 1st Raider Battalion 
25 . 4 th Raider Battalion 30. In Army battalions casualties 
light but men exhausted by constant movement and carrying 
supplies. 3 captured 140 millimeter guns are in operating 
condition with limited supply ammunition for coast defense. 
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23 0420 CTF 31 to COMSOPAC Info TF 31. ALL TFC SOPAC. 




Summary for 22nd. 4 destroyers screening 4 APDs carry sup¬ 

plies to Liversedge tonight. CTG 36.2 with EMO CLs and 5 
destroyers covering to north of KULA GULF. For ground situ¬ 
ation see RDO RICE 221818 and RDO RENDOVA 212356 and 220740. 
PYs keep clear LNTSCTS night 22-23 and that they landed VELLA 
LAVELLA reconnaissance party morning 22nd without incident. 
ADRE riding APDs tonight to accompany casualties being evacu¬ 
ated. Expect 5 PTs operate southern KULA GULF from GRASSI 
LAGOON beginning night 24-25. Para. Prisoners state "Landings 
made Sunday inlet from KOLONBANGARA". " SHROS main north and 
south defense lines at MUNDA. Plan is to defend MUNDA to the 
last man. Documents confirm strength of 4 battalions on 
NEW GEORGIA." 

24 0115 CINCPAC to COMSOPAC. 



Desire release 19th Replacement Battalion now completing 
training Samoa plus personnel 2nd Barrage Balloon Squadron 
when disbanded to ComGen Samoa as replacements 22nd Marines 
for early employment. Reference CominCh 211414 adequate 
replacements for your command available in September. Your 
views requested. 

24 0221 CINCPAC to COMSOPAC. COMAIRPAC Info COMMARAIRWINGSPAC. COM- 
UARAIRSOPAC, COMGEN SAMOA. 



G 


Marine Air Group 13 is no longer available as source of re¬ 
placement of personnel aircraft or formed units for Marine 
Air Wings 1 and 2 except as specifically directed by ComAir- 
Pac. This action necessitated by preparation of Group 13 
for specific operations. 

24 0532 COMSOPAC to COM 1ST FLT. CINC SOWESPAC Info ALL TFC SOPAC.etc . 

Morning of 23rd SBD's attacked Jap batteries in MUNDA area. 
Midafternoon same day Dauntlesses Mitchells covered by War- 
hawks hit REKATA Bay dropping 9 tons bombs in surprise visit 
to Japs YDEVE . Para. Land situation unchanged. APD's with 
DD screen unloaded supplies evacuated wounded from ENOGAI 
early today 24th while striking force of Cruisers DD's lurked 
in slot for possible express. Black cat did contact 3 DD's 
30 miles west of VILA course southeast before midnight last 
night. Previous sightings indicate this group ran non stop 
RABAUL to NEW GEORGIA. Para. Indications from prisoners 
Japs landed reinforcements from VILA at Sunday Inlet. In 
BAEROKC area 23rd Japs were digging in on high ground along 
northeastern side of harbor. 2 planes bombed ENOGAI at 
dawn 23rd killing 1 and wounding 8. Para. No photos BUIN 
area yesterday. Visual recce reported 2 AK's of which 1 
burning. 7 possible MTB's noted. 4 mile oil slick seen 
off BUIN. 
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25 0158 CTF 51 to COMSOPAC Info ALL TFCs. SOPAC. TF 51. 




Summary for the 24th to noon 25th. Bombardment MUNDA con¬ 
ducted as scheduled. No report from destroyers as yet. 
Plane observer reports target and beach area smeared with 
bombs. RENDOVA PT's report sinking 1 damaging 2 barges 
loaded with supplies but no troops 1 and 1/2 miles off 
KOLOMBANGARA just north of Blackett Strait night 23-24. 
Enemy planes intermittently bombed and illuminated PT's 
during operation. Grassi PT's report no barge or other 
traffic south KULA Gulf last night. Suspect they were 
sighted. For ground situation see ComGen NEW GEORGIA 
240817 reencyphered as our 250156 and RDO RICE 241330. 
Oliana Bay bombed at 4 hours L 25th. No shipping there 
at this time and no damage or casualties. General Harmon 
to MUNDA this morning to drop personal bomb. 


26 0445 CTF 31 to COMSOPAC Info TF 31. ALL TF COMDRS SOPAC. 




Summary for 26th. For Destroyer bombardment MUNDA see CTG 
31.2 250234. Our gunnery officer observing in CONWAY re¬ 

ports target area thoroughly covered by Destroyers prior 
630 L (-11) at which time bombers came in and made visual 
observation impossible. Due to smoke and dust over entire 
area. Grassi PT's report no sightings or radar contacts 
last night. Additional 3 PT's due Grassi this evening. 
RENDOVA PT's report no surface contacts night 24-25. 
Numerous planes over boats throughout night dropping 8 
bombs numerous float flares. Ens. Phillip Hornbrock killed 
by bombing. Para. For ground situation see ComGen NEW 
GEORGIA 250040 and 250203. Para. Plan to supply ENOGAI 
by APC's commencing 28th staging through SEGI and proceed¬ 
ing via MONGO Entrance. 
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26 0558 COM 3RD FLT to COM 1ST FLT. CINC SOWESPAC. Info COM 7TH FLT 

NZNB, ALL TFC 3RD FLT. 

By midday yesterday 25th our troops driving on MUNDA had 
executed general advance all along line, varying from 200 
yards on left to 500 yards on right. This represents ad¬ 
vance against organized prepared enemy positions which 
could not be softened by bombing and shellfire due proxim¬ 
ity our lines. No reports casualities received. Entire 
operation progressing according expectation. Para. De¬ 
stroyers poured 4000 rounds 5 inch into MUNDA during bom¬ 
bardment yesterday. Para, at 1000 L (-11) yesterday 29 
Blue fighters intercepted 30 Jap fighters 35 Bombers# over 
RENDOVA shooting down 8 Zeros. Dive bombers be.lieved to 
have attacked our positions east of MTJNDA and at ENOGAI but 
no reports of damage or casualties received. Para. Photos 
yesterday reveal possible renewed airfield construction ac¬ 
tivity Masiri Plantation Cape Mabiri eastern Bougainville. 
This addition to possible strip being built at Tenekau 
Plantation. Weather hampered other photo coverage in SOLO¬ 
MONS. 7 Zeros attacked PB4Y photo plane which destroyed 
1 Jap before friendly fighters drove off rest. Para. Jap 
plane bag for SoPac forces now 354 since beginning campaign 
on June 30th. Para. 10 Liberators under fighter cover at¬ 
tacked Bibolo Hill positions yesterday afternoon. Para. 

Night of 23rd-24th PT’s sank 1 damaged 2 loaded barges at¬ 
tempting run supplies from KOLOMEANGARA to NEW GEORGIA. Jap 
floatplanes intermittently illuminated bombed our PT’s with- 
our success. Unstated number enemy planes bombed Oletna 
Bay 0400 L (-11) 25th. No shipping present at time and no 
damage or casualties sustained. 

% may be 30 dive bombers. 

27 0622 COM 3RD FLT to COM 1ST FLT Info COM 7TH FLT. etc. 

Our forces in MUNDA Area making slow but steady advance. 

As of dusk yesterday 26th 103rd Infantry on south flank had 
advanced past Tetere. Other regiments in line had either 
advanced or were assaulting centers of resistance some of 
which were passed and contained by our forward movement and 
are now being reduced. Para. To the north general situation 
unchanged. Patrolling continues with minor patrol clash and 
destruction of enemy outpost reported. Rice Anchorage and 
Enogai bombed early 25th with no casualties or damage. Para. 
Blue air activity follows. At 1650 L (-11) 25th 58 SBD’s 
and TBF's under fighter cover hit AA gun positions northeast 
of Kindu in MUNDA Area. At 0730 L 26th 61 SED's and TBF’s 
worked on AA positions around Bibolo Hill scoring 17 direct 
hits which started 2 fires silenced guns. 1 Dauntless lost 
but crew saved. At 0930 L (-11) yesterday 10 Liberators 
screened by 35 VF and preceded by a 21-plane Corsair sweep 
attacked KAHILI with fragmentation clusters. 3 Eoakos 
took off and pursued our retiring strike back to Kolombangara 

- continued - IT 23 















27 0622 COK 3RD FLT to COM 1ST FLT - continued - 


We lost 1 Corsair. 4 additional Liberators failed reach 
KAHILI 1 bombing VILA instead. 9 Mitchells 36 fighters 
hit Webster Cove Barge Center west of VILA 1445 L (-11) 
yesterday starting fires which burned for over 3 hours. 

At 1520 L (-11) 4 Mitchells 7 Corsairs failed contact AK 
reported off Simbo Island to south. Jap bivouac area 
there firing huts warehouse. Para. Photo recce yesterday 
revealed new strip under construction Bonis Plantation Buka 
Passage cleared additional 750 by 300 feet. BUIN SHORTLAND 
shipping was 2 large unidents 6 AK’s numerous small craft. 
Sightings yesterday and today indicate 3 warships probably 
all DD's called at Rekata last night departing for TRUK some 
time after midnight. 


27 1223 COMAIRSOLS to COMAIRSOPAC Info AIROPINTEL. 

Photos 27th, times L (-11). At 0740 KAHILI 39 fighters 9 
dive bombers 2 medium bombers, BALLALE i fighter 4 medium 
bombers, BUKA 3 fighters 4 medium bombers. Shipping Tonolei 
Harbor 1 medium and 1 small AK, 7 unidentified about 80 feet 
plus 4 barges 1 PC boat off Ambutei River. At Pupukuna Point 
1 AK, 1 unidentified. 2 barges off BALLALE. BUKA 1 barge 
Chinatown and 90 foot vessel. Tenekow Plantation Field 
shows slicht progress with possible taxiway being cleared 
1500 by 150 feet. 

31 0636 COM 3RD FLT to COM 1ST FLT. CINCSOWESPAC Info All TFC 3RD FLT . 


18 SBDs bombed A gun positions on west shore 3AER0K0 HARBOR 
0845 L (-11) 30th followed by 18 TBFs who hit same targets. 
Numerous good hits were scored in the vicinity and area was 
strafed. Para. Afternoon yesterday 36 TBFs attacked MUNDA 
POINT GURASAI from low level scoring 31 hits in area. Also 
yesterday afternoon 9 liberators escorted by 62 fighters 
heavily bombed BALLALE starting 6 fires along runway. 25 
zeros airborne between BALLALE KAHILI intercepted ineffecually 
some following our planes back down slot. 1 Corsair crashed 
off GIZO unknown whether shot down or operational loss. Para. 
Com 3rd Fit's daily dope. BUIN FAISI shipping seen by Libera¬ 
tor strike was 2 DDs 2 medium AKs 9 barges. Photo coverage 
incomplete and generally ooor yesterday due weather. BONIS 
PLANTATION runway had been cleared additional 1200 feet. 

TENEKATT strip showed slight progress in clearing surfacing. 
Para. On MUNDA front 30th no advance was made on north 
flank. Some progress on south flank and in center of 43rd 
Division line. '.Vith indications arrival Jap reinforcements, 
preparations are being completed for reduction contained 
strong point which recce shows to be much tougher nut to 
crack than originally believed. Para. Japs on GONONGGA con¬ 
centrated at BURI on north tip. Believed there in some 
strength. Para. Night of 30-31st PTs sank 100 ft. Jap auxiliary 
off MEHESU COVE southwestern KOLOMBANGARA. Previous ni 
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31 0636 COM 3RD FLT - (Continued) 



strafed and possibly sank 2 barges in same area. Para, 
coastal transports successfully supplied ENCGAI night before 
last. 





31 0630 COM 3RD FLT to ALL TFC’s SOPAC. ALUSNAV SOPAC. NAVBASE EFATE 
y F^IRlTU',' OOMNaVACTSOLS, Info 'COMP^h CIHCpAC etc :- 

ComSoPac sends in 2 parts his 310630 . This is part 1. 

SoPac task forces are reorganized as follows report title 
SOPAC ORG 3. Para. Task Force 37 Rear Admiral Hill, MARYLAND, 
COLORADO, SUWANNE, SANGAMON, BRETON, DesRon 12 SELFRIDGE, 

RALPH TALBOT, PATTERSON. Task Force 38 Rear Admiral Sherman 
SARATOGA, MASSACHUSETTS, NORTH CAROLINA, SAN JUAN, SAN DIEGO, 
DesRon 6 , DesDiv 5 DUS . Task Force 39 Rear Admiral Merrill 
CruDiv 12, DesRon 2j7~ Task Forces 37 and 39 Base ESPIRITU, 
Task Force 38 base HAVANNAH. Para. Task Force 34 (Operating 
directly under Com 3rd Fit) Task Group 34.1 Captain Ryan 
DesRon 21. Task Group 34.2 Captain Cooke DesRon 22. Task 
Groups 34.1 and 34.2 base initially at ESPIRITU and later 
will alternate between SOLOMONS area and ESPIRITU. Task 
Group 34.3 CortDiv 8 and Destroyers not otherwise assigned. 
Task Group 34.4 PREBLE, BREESE, MONTGOMERY, TRACY, MinDiv 3 
Task Groups 34.3 and 34.4 normally based NOUMEA. Para. 

* 

31 0641 Part 2 of Com 3rd Fit 310630 . Present Task Forces 31, 32 and 
33 not affected by this reorganization. ComSeronSoPac assign¬ 
ed designation CTF 35. Para. SOPAC ORG 3 effective 0700 GCT 
August 4th on completion tactical execises when CTG 36.3 
direct units in company proceed to bases assigned herein 
arriving during daylight 5 August. Originator will issue 
orders for detached units to join Task Force Commanders. 

Task Force 36 Task Group and unit designations my OpPlan 14-43 
will be changed by separate dispatch. 
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01 0440 COMGEN SOPAC to 7TH AIRFORCE. C0MGEN5 GUADALCANAL. ESPIRITU , 
EFATE. 13TH AF FIJI, BCRA3CRA. AITUTAKI. CCMGENHA'.TDSPT etc . 

Blue forces MUNDA area achieving success with tanks and flame 
throwers, line now runs north-south. Pair large nip barges 
damaged by PT boats night 29-30 between GIZO and KOLOMBANGARA 
next night same Blue craft sank small metal auxiliary vessel 
(100 feet long) same area. Slanteyed sub believed sunk 144 
miles SSW RENDOVA by Blue search plane 0722 L (-11) 30th, same 
plane received ACKACK fire from enemy tank at BIBOLO HILL. 

18 each Dauntless Avengers bombed 4 gun positions west shore 
BAIROKO HARBOR AYEM 30th scoring good hits on target. Same 
afternoon 36 avengers with escort 16 Wildcats dumped 18 tons 
MUNDA POINT and GURASAI. 6l planes seen course S& over MUNDI- 
KUNDI 1512 L (-11) 30th. Photos with partial coverage AYEM 
30th show 20-30 fighters KAHILI, 1 fighter 4 medium bombers 
BALLALE, 10 floaters FAISI, also 2 AKs plus some barges in 
area. Same afternoon 9 Liberators 62 fighters attacked BALLALE 
dropping 230 100 pounders target area starting 6 large fires, 

1 Corsair down off GIZO. Pictures BUK/l same morning show 10 
fighters 3 medium 3 dive bombers. BONIS PLANTATION runway 
cleared additional 1200 feet also some progress noted clearing 
ans surfacing runway at TENEK0W PLANTATION. Nip sub D/F even¬ 
ing 30th 50 miles 7VNW VANIKORO. Allied small arms fire des¬ 
troyed single Nip airborne plane BENA3EBA area 24/7. Blue 
ground forces occupied enemy position south CANERIDGE cut south 
0R0DUBI cut 27/7. Envelopment TAMBU PENINSULA now in progress 
with heavy HYPOCRITE casualties reported. 18 Mitchells 12 each 
Forts and Liberators dropped 94 tons enemy positions 3ALAMAUA 
29 / 7 . Allied PT boats destroyed 5/7 of 30 Nip barges in 
Vitiaz Strait 0130 L (-11) 30th. Final results Blue strikes 
against 3 enemy vessels off CAPE GLOUCESTER 28-29/7, 2 DD sunk 
1 Merchant vessel beached and burning 4 enemy olanes destroyed. 
3 DD, 1 AK, 1 AP (15,000 tons) seen 115 miles east KAVIENG 
with air cover AYEM 31st NW course. 

05 0301 CINCPAC to PAC FLT Info COM INCH, COMHAW .WES.&NOK.VES SEAFRONS . 

Central Pacific Force present designation Task Force 10 is 
formed as of 0000 GCT 5 August, VAdm Spruance commands. 

Ships now assigned: ESSEX, Y0RKT0WN, INDEPENDENCE, MOBILE, 
SPENCE, THATCHER, MC KEE, DASHIELL, SCHROEDER, BENNET, TERRY, 
ANTHONY, FULLAM. This does not change temporary assignments 
to type commanders for training. 
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06 1952 coy INCH to CITTCPAC Info COMAMPHIBFORPAC 

Desire transport remainder 6th Division 10,500 troops 
in 6 APA and 2 AKA which carry about 8088 combat loaded. 

This will require assigning troops to vessel beyond nor¬ 
mal convoy loading capacity by use of hot bunks and other 
measures. Army concurs. CINCPAC 050545 and 282135 July 
C0MINCH 272310. Also most desirable transport other per¬ 
sonnel on priority list to maximum capacity. Advise maxi¬ 
mum number personnel that can be lifted. 

07 0551 C0MF0PAC to CINCPAC 

Urdis 252209. (A) 2nd MarDiv can be accommodated NANDI 15 
days after arrival engineer regiment that Division.(B) Engi¬ 
neer regiment can embark WELLINGTON in 3 days. Embarkation 
remainder Division will require 7 days. NANDI is only area 
in FIJI at all suitable but it must be strongly pointed 
out that area is totally without real port facilities. 
Debarkation will present no serious problem but if reembarka¬ 
tion in APAs and AKAs is required it will be over an open 
beach and an exceedingly lengthy proceeding.(C) Shipping 
requirements for Division follow. 1151 officers, 17900 en¬ 
listed. General cargo less vehicles and wheeled equipment 
2247833 cubic feet, 21865 wt. tons. This includes inflam¬ 
mables 295000 cubic feet 2030 wt. tons, rations 276401 cubic 
feet 3644 wt. tons. Vehicles and wheeled equipment require 
2442886 cubic feet 318873 square feet 7695 wt. tons. Total 
4690719 cubic feet, 29562 wt. tons. This is most secret . 
SoPao schedule of trooo movements and supply forward areas 
apnear oreclude any assistance by SoPac combat loaders 
however definite answer must await your desired date for 
movement 2nd MarDiv. Advise. 

09 0043 CINCPAC to COMINCH Info VICE CNO, COMSERVPAC . 

To support Central Pacific Operations and excluding combat 
auxiliaries following shipping above that now operating or 
assigned Pacific is required. By 15 October 18 AK of EC 2 
type or equivalent, 2 AF, 7 A0, 6 A0G. By 1 December add to 
foregoing 15 AK of EC 2 type. Above oiler requirements are 
in addition to 3 of A0 80-88 also A0 51 and 52 and tanker 
GULF OF CARIBBEAN. 
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11 0611 CINCPAC to COMINCH Info VCNO. 

JCS 202204 July Part 2. 13 APA, 3 AKA, zero AP now avail¬ 

able Pac Fleet. My records show 4 APA DUPAGE, PIERCE, 
SHERIDAN, MIDDLETON 1 AKA VIRGO ready near future. 3 APA 
SUMTER ELMORE FAYETTE and 1 AKA AQUARIUS due complete con¬ 
version about 10 September. Request any corrections to 
above and names and probable date reporting duty CinCPac 
remainder namely 4 AKA 9 AP. 

11 1902 COMINCH to CINCPAC, CINCSOWESPAC, COMSOPAC. CINCLANT. COM- 

NORPAC. COMMWAV/, COMNAVEU. Info VICE CNO'I SUPERS, COS" ARMY. 

Effective 15 August Amphibious Forces reorganized as follows 

(A) Organize 5th Amphibious Force (5th-Phib) Rear Admiral 
Turner. 

(B) Change Amphibious Force South Pacific to 3rd Amphibious 
Force (3rd-Phib) Rear Admiral Wilkinson. 

i(C) Change Amphibious Force Pacific Fleet to 9th Amphibious 
Force (9th-Phib) Rear Admiral Rockwell. 

(D) Change Amphibious Force Southwest Pacific to 7th Amphib¬ 
ious Force (7th-Phib) Rear Admiral Barbey. 

(E) Change Rear Echelon of Amphibious Force Pacific Fleet 
to Amphibious Training Command Pacific Fleet (PhibTrain- 
Pac) Rear Admiral Davis. 

(F) Change Amphibious Force Atlantic to 6th Amphibious Force 
(6th-Phib) Rear Admiral Kirk. 

(G) Change Amphibious Force Northwest African waters to 8th 
Amphibious (8th-Phib) Rear Admiral Hall. 

(H) Change Amphibious Force Europe to 11th Amphibious Force 
(llth-Phib) 

(I) Change Training Activities and Rear Echelon Atlantic 
Fleet to Amphibious Training Command Atlantic Fleet 
(PhibTrainLant). Commodore Johnson. 

(J) Commander 5th Amphibious Force is Type Commander for 
all Amphibious Forces Pacific Fleet. 

(K) Commander 6th Amphibious Force is Type Commander for 
all Amphibious Forces Atlantic Fleet. 


o 
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13 2345 CINCPAC to ALPAC Info COMINCH, COM 12. 




Effective 1200 Zebra 15 August Amphibious Forces Pacific 
Fleet constituted as follows: 

(A) 5th Amphibious Force (5th-Phib) Rear Adm Turner, 

Task Force 55, forces to be assigned by later dispatch. 

(B) 3rd Amphibious Force (3rd-Phib) Rear Adm Wilkinson 
Task Force 32, forces now assigned AmphibFor SoPac. 

(C) Amphibious Training Command Pacific Fleet (PhibTrainPac) 
Rear Adm Davis, Task Group designation to be assigned 

by Com5thPhib, forces now assigned Rear Echelon Amphib- 
ForPac. 

(D) 9th Amphibious Force (9th-Phib) Rear Adm Rockwell, 
forces now assigned Task Force 51 less those in Rear 
Echelon, Task Force designation remains unchanged 
during COTTAGE operation. It is assigned to North 
Pacific Force. 

(E) ComPhibTrainPac report to Com5thPhib for operational 
control. 



14 0441 C0MN0RPAC to N0RPACF0R. 

Most secret. ComNorPac confirms August 15 as D-Day. 



15 0540 COM 3RD FLT to CINCPAC Info C0MNAVBASE FIJI. CNB T0NGATABU 

PORT DJR EPPTRITU, COM 10TH FLT Cfr.R, COOESGEAFRQN. 

Liberty ship M.'E. DeYoung torpedoes at 175-10 west 21-50 
south at 1753 GCT/14 August enroute Espiritu Santo. Tonga- 
tabu despatched sub chasers 667 and 677 to scene. Sub 
chaser 677 indicate DeYoung immobile in water 6 wounded, 

1 dead. CATALPA ordered from SUVA to assist. Tanker 
Quebec practically empty only available vessel in Tonga 
dispatched to tow vessel to port. Sub chasers escorting. 

16 0502 C0MS0PAC to CINCPAC. 


Your 150215 Deputy SoPac immediately Subordinate ComSoPac 
and acts for him in case he should be absent or incapacitated. 
Normally handles SoPac Administration. If shown in diagram 
would be immediately under ComSoPac. 
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August (GCT) 




18 2357 CINCPAC to COMINCH. GOMNORPAC Info COMWESBEAFRON, COMAR SAN 
DIEGO CQMP'ITBTRAPAC, CCM 5TH PHIP, COMSOPAC, CG 2ND MARDIV. 

Comlnch approval requested for following. When conditions 
permit route vessels as follows soonest possible. A DOYEN 
best speed direct to PEARL B all LST to PEARL on completion 
necessary repairs G 1 APA plus THUBAN to West Coast for 
voyage repairs thence San Diego load 1st Marine Airdrome 
Battalion destination PEARL D 3 APA to SanPran available 
ComWeSeaPron for joint priorities and arrival Wellington 
by 1 October report ComGen 2nd Mardiv for loading and train¬ 
ing. Provide escorts as practicable requesting air and sur¬ 
face coverage at destination where necessary. Anticipate 
arrival APA 1 s Wellington if possible. 

21 2006 COMGEN SAMOA to MARCORPS Info OINCPAC COMSOPAC . 

2nd Barrage Balloon Squadron and 19th Replacement Battalion 
disbanded August 21. 7th Defense Battalion detached from 
3rd Marine Brigade same date. Will operate independently 
as 7th Defense Battalion reinforced PHILISTINE in this 
command. 





P-5 0844 CTG 19.8 to CINCPAC, CQMNOPPAC, COMSOPAC. 


G-2 periodic report number 1 from 1701 W(+10) time 21 August to 
1700 7V time 22 August. Para 1 preliminary interpretation enemy 
documents hampered by lack of material Japs apparently careful to 
destroy all evidence however dispatch bard KISKA HARBOR indicates 
submarines used for evacuation as total 3163 29 July. Captured 
diary also lists warning order sent 8th July actual evacuation 
major forces 29 July. 1 of 3 pages evacuation order recovered list 
destination only as point XRAY. Portion of retrieved diary indicates 
subs of ITEM class entered KISKA HARBOR on average 1 every 4 days 
from 1st May to last July bringing cargo many well stocked supply 
dumps throug hout island testify to efficacy this means transportation 
Para 2 island defense plan similar to ATTU where guns emplaced to 
fire down valley however KISKA much better in artillery -placement 
example ROSE HILL where 37mm infantry cannon emplaced behind concrete 
oausual weak Jan practice siting weapons with limited fields of fire 
followed. Numerous galleries some resembling ancient catacombs hewn 
out of soft sand stone used as supply storage and shelter. Para 3 
Diaries indicate prolonged naval and air bombardment was breaking 
enemy morale particularly effective were delayed action bombs. 

Para 4 Enemy capabilities consist attack by air or sea forces. 

23 0715 Con 7th FLEET to COM 3rd FLEET, Info COMINCH, COM 1st FLEET, C0KSU3S 
7th i-'L^r/TO ' VS, CMiCsnV: he. - 




Referring Cominch 131630 July. Ti th concurrence CinCSoWesPac interJJJ20 
redistribute submarine Southwest Pacific A.rea to t rovide 12 in 

PHILIPPINE I HI SOUTH CHINA SEA sphere by mid September. Will accomplish 
by sending all newly arriving Squadron 16 boats to West Coast and by 
sending POMPON to game area leaving BRISBANE about 10 September. As 

Squadron 16 submarines arrive to keep quota filled to 12 will return 
boat. of Sena drop 8 tc Task Force 72. 
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August (GCT) 

23 0651 COMNORPAC to COMINCH, CINCPAC, CTF 97 & 96 Info C0MG2N WDC. 



August E2nd summary. Amphibious phase KISKA operation completed 
at 14 hours W (+10) tnio^r. Reconnaissance islands vicinity KISKA 
continuing. Landing GUNNERS COVE RAT ISIAND 1430 T7 from KANE. 

No opposition. Today's air activity consisted of AS patrols over 
KISKA and 3 ADAIC searches which averaged 350 miles to southward 
on radar. Other bases fog bound. 


22 1630 


COMINCH to CINCPAC Info OOPS USA, VICE CNO, COMGEN MARCORPS, C0MPHI3 
5th FLEET, Car-hlBTRAFAC. 


Joint Chiefs of Staff decision requires that 4th Marine Division 
be amphibiously trained by 1 December 1943 and *1 Division by 1 
March 1944 followed by 1 division every 3 months"~thereafter on the 
'<Test Coast of United States. Take necessary action. You will be 
advised later as to whether additional divisions will be liarine or 
Army. *Badly garbled. 


27 0625 COMNORPAC to COMNORWESSEAFRON COMWESSEAFRON NYD PS, NYD MI, Info numerous. 


(Most Secret written up in pinks) 



01 1451 CG HAW DEPT to CINCPAC. 


Answer to your message 292153 Re CG SAMOA 262041. Operating Team for 
SCR-588 FUNAFUTI leaving Hawaiian Department by 1st water transportation 
available. 


02 1030 COMNORPAC to COMINCH, CINCPAC, COMNORYTESTSEAFRON, COMWESTSEAFRON, COMGENWDC 



O 

021035 

w 


Monthly summary for August. Part 1 of 3 parts . All times and dates 
are W (/lO). Air Operations. During August 11th Air Force dropped 
559.4 tons bombs KISKA and in attack on PARAMUSHIRU-SHIMUSHU August 
11th dropped 19.7 tons. FlAirWing 4 dropped 6.7 tons KISKA. 2 Lib¬ 
erators missing in PARAMUSHIRU attac, 3 damaged. 5 of 50 intercepting 
enemy fighters shot down, more probables. 2 heavy 10 light surface 
bombardments on KISKA prior to occupation. Amphibious. On 15 August 
American and Canadian troops occupied KISKA without opposition, Japs 
having previously evacuated. Ground reconnaissance made Little KISKA, 
Little Sitkin, Rat Island, Segula and Buldir without encountering 
enemy. Air reconnaissance Agattu, no signs enemy. Weather station 
established Semisopochnoi. Submarine operations. Not reported July 
summary. S 30 reported 2 hits on escorted Maru probably sinking same 
July 27th and reported sinking 5000 ton AK west of Araido Island July 
28 th. 

Part two ComNorPac August monthly summary. KISKA. Army personnel 
initially landed 20738 Navy 420 including Seabees. Reorganization 
ground forces in progress construction begun one ship dock and one 
barge dock. Landing strips constructed by Japs 100 by 3000 feet 
rock and gravel without mat suitable for emergency landings. Four 
Kingfishers basing on tender. Navy construction begun South Head 


- cont'd - 
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September (GOT) 

02 1035 COMNORPAC to CCMINCH, CINCPAC, etc . - Cont'd. 

Area. Torpedo net and moorings installed KISKA Harbor. ATTU. One 
additional Jap prisoner captured. Amy personnel 14750 Navy 4562 
includigy V/YYE and Seabees. Preliminary Sub Base construction con¬ 
tinues, Two subs completing refits. MTB Base and torpedo circus op¬ 
erating. 1 army ship dock 1 Navy ship dock 1 Amy LST dock completed. 
Another Amy ship dock 95 percent complete and barge dock 90 percent 
complete. ALEXAI POINT matted runway 100 by 4700 feet plus 8 hard 
standings and taxiways. Matted cross runway 100 by 3000 feet com¬ 
pleted. CASCO Cove Navy runway construction continues with 2900 by 
100 feet ready with mat for emergency landings. 800 yards ground 
moorings laid for 1500 yard at net. 5-20 by 50 foot magazines com¬ 
pleted with road thereto. Naval guns include 4-90mm 8-40mm 4-20mm 
1^ fixed Cal with 4 additional 40mm guns enroute. Aircraft basing 
ATTU. Army 10 Mitchells with 10 crews. 11 Warhawks with 7 pilots. 

Navy. 12 Catalinas 8 Venturas 5 Kingfishers. 

02 l 040 ComNorPac sends part 3 and final part August monthly summary. 

SHEMYA. Amy personnel 6849 Navy 178. Main runway has 34 hard standings 
and taxiways. Cross runway 150 by 4000 feet to be'completed in October. 
Barge dock 95 percent complete. Aircraft basing SHEMYA. Army. 9 Lightn¬ 
ings with 10 pilots 17 warhawks with 17 pilots. Navy none. AMCHITKA. 
Matted cross runway 200 by 5000 feet with 31 hard standings and taxiways 
completed. 2nd 2 ship Amy dock estimate complete October 10th. Aircraft 
Amy 23 Lightnings with 23 pilots. 27 warhawks with 23 pilots. Navy. 12 
Catalinas. Sand Bay GREAT SITKIN. Personnel. Navy 1045 plus amphibious 
unit 392. Fuel dock practically complete and in use. 18-10,000 barrel 
fuel oil tanks completed. 2 more to be completed by September 5th. 10 
tanks full. Pumping plant completed. Heating system installed 7 tanks. 
5-20 by 50 foot magazine with concrete decks constructed. Small ams 
warehouse under construction. Fuel dock at Net complete. Harbor Net 12 
percent complete. ADAK. ComNinthPhib Force temporary headquarters under 
construction Finger Bay. Aircraft. Amy 6 Liberators with 8 crews 8 
Mitchells with 7 crews 1 Lightning with 1 pilot 33 Warhawks with 26 
pilots. Navy 6 Catalinas 15 Venturas. In addition following Amy planes 
without crews at bases indicated. AMCHITKA 4 Liberators 1 Fortress 19 
Mitchells. SHEMYA. 2 Liberators. ELMEND0RF 14 Liberators 13 Warhawks. 
UMNAK has 16 VYarhawks with 28 pilots (Canadian). 


1738 














Odcrd? — • 


September (GCT) 

06 2025 VICE CNO to CINCPAC Info COM 5TH PHIB CORPS, COMINCH, MARCORPS, 
COM 7TH FLEET, C0M30PAC, COMGEN SAMOA. 


Here is part 1 of 2 final 062031 . In order that the Marine Corps 
may intelligently administer logistic and personnel support of 
Marine organizations in pending operations, answers to the following 
questions are urgently needed, (l) What -Marine units will be logis- 
tically based on PEARL HARBOR. (2) When should such logistic support 
commence. (3) Would supplies for such units be loaded in the U.S. for 
delivery directly in the operating area, or must they be transshipped 
at OAHU. (4) If transshipped at OAHU what levels of supply in the 
various categories including days of fuel should be maintained there 
by the Marine Corps. (5) If any depot stocks are initially located 
at OAHU is it contemplated that this would be more or less permanent 
base or will the base be soon advanced. (6). Must camp sites be pre¬ 
pared in OAHU for any Marine units additional to those now there. 

If so, when, for what units, what length of time. (7) What Marine 
units operating under Central Pacific control will be logistically 
based in the South Pacific and will logistic responsibility remain 
in the South Pacific. (8) What will be the specific location of the 
logistic base or bases. 

06 2031 VICE CNO to CINCPAC Info MARCORPS, CG 5TH PHIBCORPS, COMINCH, COM 7TH 
^LEET, COMSOPAC, COMGEN SAMOA" 

Part 2 final. (9) When will logistic support from such base or 
bases commence. (10) What levels of supply must be maintained at 
such base or bases, (ll) Can any South Pacific Marine Base Depots 
and Base Depot stocks be moved to such base or bases. (12) If so what 
depots and what level of stocks will be so moved. (13) Can the level 
of supplies now maintained in the South Pacific be reduced. (14) To 
what extent will the existing joing logistic plans for Central and 
South Facific be modified for these operations. (15) What are the 
contemplated staging areas for personnel replacements for the various 
units. In view of the necessity of economizing on warehouse erection 
and because of time limitations, rigid economy is necessary in the 
amount of reserve stocks behind the operating units and outside of 
the UNITED STATES. 

070012 COM 3rd FLEET to ALL SHIPS S0PAC AREA, NAVBASE EFATE, MAVBASE ESPIRITU 

SANTO, ALL TFCS S0PAC Info C0MS0WESPAC, CINCSOWESPAC, CG S0PAC, COMINCH, 

CINCPAC, COMSOWESPACFOR, COMFAIRSOUTH, REPCOMDESPAC NOUMEA, COMDESPAC, 

COMFAIR NOUMEA, CQIMTRPAC, 3U3CCMSCRONSOPAC. 

Com 3rd Fit Task Forces are reorganized as follows effective 0000 GCT 
14th Sept. Short title SOPACORG 4. TF 37 Rear Admiral Davis SOUTH 
DAKOTA, WASHINGTON, MASSACHUSETTS, ALABAMA DesRon 45 SELFRIDGE, 

RALPH TALBOT, PATTERSON. TF 38 Rear Admiral Sherman SARATOGA, BRETON, 
PRINCE WILLIAM CruDiv 11 DesRon 12 DesDiv 15. TF 39 Rear Admiral 
Merrill CruDiv 12 DesRon 23. TF 37 bases HAVANNAH. TF 38 and 39 base 
ESPIRITU. TF 34 (operating directly under Com 3rd Fit) TG 34.1 Captain 
Ryan DesRon 21. Task Group 34.2 Captain Tuohe DesRon 22. Task Groups 
34.1 and 34.2 will normall be alternated between the SOLOMONS Area and 
ESPIRITU. Task Group 34.3 CortDivs 8 and 11 plus destroyers not other¬ 
wise assigned. Task Group 34.4 3REESE TRACY MinDiv 3 (PRUITT SICARY RALSA^ 
























September (GOT) 


070012 Com 3rd FLEET to ALL SHIPS SOPAC AREA, NAVBASE EFATE, etc. -- Cont'd. 

GAMBLE AND MinDiv 14 will be assigned this Task Group on arrival SoPac). 
Task Groups 34.3 and 34.4 normally base NOUMEA. Para. Present Task 
Forces 31, 32, 33 and 35 not affected by this reorganization. Composition 
Task Forces 37, 38 and 39 my OpPlan 14A-43 hereby modified to conform 
SoPac ORD 4. Movements of units to proper bases will be ordered by 
originator. 


08 1836 SUMNER (AG32) to CINCFAC Info COMPEL! SAMOA, CPMAIRPAC, CGMCENPAC. 


SUMNER answers CinCPac 070711, All passes have been investigated by 
diver. TE BTTABUA has hard coral bottom nearly level. Believe this pass 
would be easier to dredge than TE AVA. I DE LAPE and would be more ser¬ 
viceable the year around. TE AVA I DE LAPE has hard coral bottom nearly 
level, ^ocal information that ground swells as noted by PATHFINDER are 
frequent from November to March. Remainder of the year swells generally 
under 4 feet. TE AVA TE3UKA VILI VILI has irregular hard coral bottom 
with occasional coral heads reaching height of 10 feet and large patches 
of snad. No local information as to ground swells this pass but none 
running at present. This pass appears easiest to dredge to desired depth. 
Believe any of the passes could be dredged expeditiously with proper 
equipment. Blasting in TE FUAGEA progressing well with marked improve¬ 
ment already made. 1 7 
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09 0243 COM 7TH FLEET ADMIN to COMIHCH Info VIOL CNO, CINCPAC, COM 3RD FLEET, 

CTF 71, CTF 72, CINCSOWESPACM 

Report following successful aircraft minelaying operations in NETHERLANDS 
EAST INDIES. SORONG NEW GUINEA 26 and 30 August/ 8 Mark 12 Mod 1 and 
2 Mark 13 mines, in SORONG ROAD for channel approaches westward of 
longitude 131 degrees 13 minutes east. SCERABAJA JAVA. 26 and 29 
August. 16 Mark 13 mines. Along SOERABAJA STRAIT between latitudes 
6 degrees 52 minutes south and 7 degrees 15 minutes south. SEKAR BAY 
NEW GUINEA. 2 September. 4 Mark 13 mines. AIY BAY shoreward of 10 
fathom lane. KENDARI BAY CELEBES. 7 September. 4 Mark 12 mod 1 and 
4A Mark 1 to 4 assemb lies Mark 200 mines. In bay and channel approach 
westward of longitude 122 38 east. All Mark 12 Mod 1 mines contain 
M3 or M3 Mod 1 mechanisms. Mark 13 mines M4 Mod 1. 1 aircraft with 
2 Mark 12 Mod 1 mines equipped with M3 Mod 1 and SE1 mechanisms lost. 

Probable crashed on land in enemy occupied territory. No steriliters 
used. 

09 0615 CINCPAC to ALPAC Info COMINCH . 

M 0 dify my 261245 August. 5th Amphibious Corps is assigned directly 
to Central Pacific Force instead of to 5th Amphibious Force. 

09 1743 COMINCH to U.S. FLEET . 

ITALY has surrendered and all Italian Naval and merchant ships have been 
ordered (a) Approach United Nations Ports in full daylight at speed' of not 
more than 12 knots (3) To stop as soon as challenged and await instructions. 
(C) For purposes of identification to fly a large black or Blue pennant from 
the mainmast or only mast and to mark deck by large circular black disc at 
night to burn dimmed navigation lights and flash GA when sighted (D) To use 
500 kcs if necessary to use radio for communication with United Nations 
stations and to shift frequency if this deemed desirable by United Nations 
Station. Para. In MEDITERRANEAN orders of Commander in Chief, Mediterranean 
Fleet will govern action toward Italian Forces. In other areas attacks again¬ 
st Italian ships including submarines will continue unless the indicate un¬ 
mistakable signs of surrender either as outlined above or in some other 
manner. 

11 1955 COMINCH to CINCPAC Info COMPAIRWEST, COMAIRLANT, COMFAIR 
QUONSET R.I., CINCLANT, COMAIRPAC. 

Spare Carrier Air Group 2 will be operationally ready for 
assignment after 4 months training on 1 October. Request 
comment on desirability continuing advanced training in¬ 
cluding night operation East Coast or transferring to 
Pacific Fleet about 1 October. If latter recommend locality 
West Coast for initial transfer. 
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11 2216 COMGEN S AMO A to COMSOPAC Info CINCPAC, COMAIRSOPAC . 


PEONE Airfield 90$ complete TAFUNA complete. SAMOAN area 
landing fields. UPOLU complete. WALLIS fields complete. 
Satellite field. Additional nose hangar 75$ additional 
taxiway and plane hides total completed 16 x 7 new hides 
under construction 10 % main airfield. Relocating widen¬ 
ing and resurfacing new taxiway facilities and constructing 
hard stands 27$. FUNAFUTI Field complete taxiway 96$ 
complete blast pens 95$ complete. 


12 0607 COMMANDER PACIFIC OCEAN AREAS to COMGEN CSNTPAC Info 

COMINCH, MARCORPS, CSA, CG PHIBCORPS, COM 5TH PHIBFOR . 

Commander Pacific Ocean Areas expects to be in need of 
camp facilities and training for Marine units to be re¬ 
habilitated In or staged through the HAWAIIAN Area. These 
camps should be ready by the following dates for 1 division 
by 1 December. For 6 Defense Battalions by 1 January. For 
1 additional division plus a reinforced regiment by 15 
January and a camp for 10,000 transients on OAHU by 15 
November. Please advise me of the practibility of ComGen 
CentPac providing such facilities and areas. 




12 2350 2ND MARDIV to COMCENPAC Info CINCPAC. COMSOPACFOR. C0M5THPHIB- 
FOR, COMGEN STHPHIBCORPS, 1ST MAR AMPHCOfiPS. 



u 


Strongly recommend LLRVC IV landing exercises proposed 
CinCPac's 090117 be held this area not EFATE or FIJIS 
following reasons (A) Primary purpose training shore party, 
beach party and ships crews can be done here better than 
areas mentioned (B) Time and material difficulties inci¬ 
dent reloading from beaches (C) Previous experience indi¬ 
cates probability 20$ equipment and supplies not suited 
operational landing after wear, loss, breakage, and weather 
incurred training exercises (D) Wear and tear on boats with 
limited facilities repair or replacement (E) Plan entails 
troop embarkation four to six weeks attendant loss combat 
efficiency (F) Necessity begin combat loading not later 
1 October reach EFATE middle of month (G) Malaria hazard 
HEBRIDES. Suggest combat loading on completion logistical 
exercise here about 30 October proceed FIJIS or other 
designated area final tactical rehearsal troops on scheme 
of maneuver freight not to be unloaded until actual opera¬ 
tion. 

Ref: Request air ground and boat reconnaissance of beaches 
in FIJIS which may be suitable for rehearsals of combat. 
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13 2208 CCIMINCH to CIHCPAC 


ComGen SAMOA 110310 am concerned with difficulty encountered in LST 
and LOT operations on coral reefs. When sufficient experience has been 
gained desire your recommendations regarding landing ship and craft 
design special equipment and employment demolition units to meet this 
problem. Demolition units now enroute your area. 

14 0305 CINCPAC to VICE CNO Info COMFIFTHPHIBCORPS, COMINCH, COM 7TH FLEET, 

HARCORPS, C CM SOP AC, CCMGEN SAMOA," COM 14. 

UrDis 062025. The following answers are to questions indicated, (l) 2nd 
and 4th MarDivs. 22nd Marines reinforced. 7 defense battalions. Transient 
center for 10000. Following corps troops. Headquarters bn signal bn 
quartermaster bn motor transport bn labor bn construction bn. Marine 
forces at present in 14th Naval District plus any additional troops that 
may be authorized. (2) In operation by November 15 except for 4th MarDiv. 
and by January 15 for all units. (3) Transshipped at OAHU. (4) 60 days 
all categories less subsistence and petroleum products. Information am¬ 
munition and post exchange supplies later. (5) Permanent at OAHU except 
for such advance depots as may later be established in forward areas. Now 
expected Army will prepare camp sites. Information regarding shelter to 
be furnished by Marine Corps later. Units as listed in question (l). 

(7) None. (8) OAHU. (9) 15 November also see answer to (2). (10) See 

answer to (4). (11) Yes subject to concurrence by SoPac. (12) 1 base 

depot from NEW ZEALAND with all personnel and stock now held for 2nd 
MarDiv. Base depot at SAMOA after Marines are relieved. (13) Yes by 
1 MarDiv 1 reinforced regiment and 5 defense battalions. (14) See an¬ 
swers to (7)(8)(9). (15) HAWAIIAN Area. It is requested that Com 14 be 

directed to acquire a plot of land 1000 by 2640 square feet preferably in 
the vicinity of Camp Catlin and erection on it 360000 square feet of 
temporary covered storage to provide the necessary expansion of facilities 
for the base depot. 

13 2207 CINCFAC to C0US<TAC Info COMINCH, COMGEN SAMOA. 


Your 110341. Relief by units arriving from UNITED STATES too late to 
permit employment APOTHECARY defense battalions in GALVANIC. This 
relief must be accomplished by 15 October. In your 130044 you state 
relief of AA units can only be accomplished by stripping TRUCULENCE 
or CHERVIL. In view of present stage CARTWHEEL and strength at I.IAINYARD 
and AMPERSAND and estimated enemy capabilities consider TRUCULENCE rear 
area where enemy air attack least probable. CHERVIL and APOTHECARY are 
more exposed now and present AA at CHERVIL should not be reduced. If 
you cannot provide AA needs for APOTHECARY as recommended in CG SAMOA 091942 
and approved in your 130044 from rear area other than TRUCULENCE you are 
authorized to strip that island for APOTHECARY. 
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14 2102 COMGEN SAMOA to COMSOPAC, CINCPAC, CENTPAC, COMAIRSOPAC . 

t N 

Our dis 1945 aiaplification. 270 radar NANOMEA reports night planes sending 
old IFF at 0805 range 56 miles bearing 260 degrees circling. Target lost 
at 0836. FUNAFUTI reports all trackers on 1 only 268 observed radar identi¬ 
fication signal on 3 flights NCP bombers 3 similar but not QAMC old IFF. 

Once similar new type IFF. Other radar negative. No planes this area in 
air. All planes this area equipped Mark 3. All dates and times GCT 13. 
Further information air mail. 

15 0059 CINCPAC to COMINCH Info MAR CORPS COMGENCENTPAC CG 5TH PHIBCORPS, COM 5TH PHIB . 

Reference JCS 012115 not to all addees. It is requested that the 4th MarDiv 
be assigned to CinCPac for duty with CentPacFor immediately in order that 
Amphibious Training may be coordinated. 

15 0513 CINCPAC to COM 5TH PHIBFOR Info COMINCH COMGSHCENTPAC COMPHIBTRAPAC . 

Following LSTs hereby assigned 5th PhibFor. 19, 23, 29, 31, 69, 78, 169, 

179, 205, 213, 240, 476 dash 482, 484. Assign appropriate number to 
ComPhibTraPac for joint amphibious training. Latter deliver this dispatch 
by hand for info to LSTs listed above. 

15 0615 COMSUBPAC to ALL SUBS COPYING NPM FOX Info CINCPAC . 

Submarines operating in areas where temperature is considerably less than 
at PEARL or where steep temperature gradients exist are cautioned to check 
torpedoes for loose handhold plates and studs in steering and depth engines 
due to effect of change in temperature on dissimilar metal parts. SUNFISH 
heading home from 11 D with 7 torpedoes remaining reports 29 thousand tons 
definitely and 7 thousand tons probably sunk. Nice going Peterson. Serial 
42J. Apologies to Joe Williams. My message last night should have said 
SPEARFISH instead of SWORDFISH who did the dirty work on convoy leaving 
BUNGO SUIDO. 

10 0326 COMTRANSGR 3RD PHIB to USS ALHENA Info PD NOUMEA, OIC REAR ECHELON 3RD 
NEW ZEALAND DIV: CC ADVANCE NAV BASES NOUMEA^ CO 1ST PLATOON 49TH QM CO, 

conge:: sos spa, couserccm Noumea, cincfac, comscpac, cc’-oe^sopac, com 

3RD PHIB, COMGEN FNAC, COIiSERVRONSOPAC, CONGE" (PDADAL, C0MNA7ACTS0LS 

ALHENA, at NOUMEA on Sept 11, at dock assigned by port director, commence 
loading cargo and personnel from list furnished by ComGen SOS SPA to in¬ 
clude the following units, rear echelon 3rd NZ Div., 10 officers, 73 
enlisted (includes 3 US Army enlisted) approx 108,000 cu. ft. gen. cargo, 

13500 sq. ft. vehicles (6 lifts over 5 tons) advance naval bases, approx 
400 tons, construction equipment - 75000 cube. 1st plat. 49th QM graves 
registration co 1 officer, 24 enlisted 1,5000 cube gen cargo and 4 ve¬ 
hicles approx 500 sq. ft. In space remaining load vehicles from 1st Corps 
Motor Transport Bn FUAC. ATS requested to '’urnish loading details, pre¬ 
pare loading plan and cargo manifest for prompt airmail delivery to usual 
adees. ETD NOUMEA Sept 17. Units concerned requested to submit complete 
^shipping data to ComSerCom for purpose of effecting efficient loading. 


1744 






















C 1 TJ n "^TT ■ rp ^ 

September (JGT) 

16 0315 CINCFAC to CONINCH Info COKCENFACFOR, CO?: 5TN PHIBFOR . 

In view relatively short period before GALVANIC target date request 
early action on my 080515. 

16 0327 C IN CP AC to VICI’ CNO Info CaTirTHPillBFOR, CfElSERVPAC, C CMP AN fEAFRCN . 

In accord with request of ComFifthPhibFor desire destination of LST 
division 18 be changed to San Diego there to report to ComFhibTrapac 
to replace Division 15 required at PEARL by 25 October for combat on- 
erations. Remainder assignments my dis 260115 August as scheduled. 
Henceforth as a matter of policy all LST's LCT's and LCI's for 5th and 
8th Amphibious Forces proceeding from East Coast will be routed to San 
Diego for training. 

16 1947 COMINCH to CINCPAC Info COLA HIPAC COMFAIRWESTCOAST COMAIRLANT CINCLANT . 

My 012040 early formation independent TBF rocket squadron not approved. 

In lieu thereof designate Pacific Fleet Type ComFRon for installation this 
type equipment in the TBF component immediately following completion 
ComFRon 58 installation. 

17 0112 COM 12 to CCIIFIFTHPHIB Info COMPHIBTRAINPAC, VOPNAV, CINCPAC, ACORNTRADET 

HUENEME, PIER ^0 SANFRAN. 


Following LST's at SanFran undergoing voyage repairs readiness date for load¬ 
ing Sept. 19 LST's 23, 69, 169, 205. In accordance CinCPac Dis 100511 pro¬ 
pose loading this group HUEIIEKE with portion Acorn 14 personnel and cargo 
departing Sept. 23 to arrive October 3. LST 20 not assigned can be made 
available join this group. Advise. Remaining group LST's 19, 476 to d -82 
inclusive and 48 4 total 9 due arrive SanFran Sept. 20 towing 4 or 5 LCT's. 
Upon completion voyage repairs will complete loading Acorn 14 plus 4 or 5 
LCT's on deck and route to PEARL to arrive early as possible prior Oct. 15 
UrDis 160513. Will load division 15 Ur-Dis 160509 SanFran to depart Oct. 15 
ETA October 25 ComPhibTrainPac route 6 LCT's to arrive SanFran for loading 
prior Oct. 10. 

17 2322 COMAIRPAC to COMFAIR SOUTH Info CINCPAC, COMFAIRWINO 2, COUSOPAC, COMAIRSOPAC 
3CHFAIRNESTC0AST, CPITAIRWING 1 . 

Readiness CATALIHE PATRONS for S0PA.C being delayed by (A) slow Catalina 
deliveries incident to manufacturers changing from production Seacats to 
production Lar.dcats only (B) Small proportion of experienced personnel in 
new and reformer patrons arriving HAWAII from WEST C0AS ,p and consequent 
need for further training HAWAIIAN AREA (C) Necessity for meeting CentPac 
allocations in part with effective squadrons. Unless situation improves 
best anticipated schedule for transfers to SOPAC is PatRon 14 Seacats 
late September, PatRon 91 Seacats late October, PatRon 81 Landcats late 
November, I J atRon 12 Landcats late December, PatRon 44 Landcats earl 1 ' Janu- 
ary. Request comment on relative acceptability of deferment of planned in¬ 
crease in SOPAC Catalina strength or alternative of lengthening tour of 
squadrons in area also proposal for return of squadrons based on foregoing 
transfers. 
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17 1431 COM INCH to CINCPAC, CG 4th MARDIV, CG FI,IF SAN DIEGO ARSA Info HQ USMC 
DEPT PAC, C0M5THPHI3F0R, CG CENTPACFOR, MARCORPS. 


Effective September 20 4th Kardiv assigned CinCPac for duty with Cent- 
PaoFor. Units or personnel this division will not be transferred from 
United States until completion scheduled amphibious training except 
upon authority CominCh. 


19 0829 C0M5THPHIBFOR to COMPHIBTRAINPAC, Info CINCPAC, COMCENPAC, COMINCH, 
CQM5THFHIBC0RPS 




Due GALVANIC operation commitments no FifthPhib APA's or AKA's now in 
Pacific will be available for training on dates you desire your 162004 
not to all adees. 7 new construction APA's expected be ready depart 
East Coast early October for West Coast will be assigned to you for 
amphibious training on completion voyage repairs and operational train¬ 
ing. Other new construction APA's and AKA's due depart East Coast 
estimated dates Oct 20 to Jan 1 will be similarly assigned as practic¬ 
able. Now plan to assign you about 9 APA's and 2 AKA's latter part 
December after GALVANIC. 7/ill keep you advised of estimated West Coast 
arrival dates and probable length of availability to you. Under con¬ 
sideration is combat loading on West Coast of Fourth Mardiv for subse¬ 
quent operations. 

20 1031 CINCPAC to VICE CNO Info COMINCH, COMSERVPAC, COMAIRPAC. 


This refers my 161131. Underwater defenses revised as follows. Channels 
TE AVA FUAGEA and TE BUABUA latter to be dredged to 45 feet 600 feet wide. 
Hydrophones for both entrances and antisubmarine net with gate for latter. 
TE AVA I DE LAPE as before. Other passages to be mined. 



20 2136 COMAIRPAC to CINCPAC. 


Confirming recommendations my serial 00319 of 21 August based on tactical 
experience to date and on unsuitability of light carriers as Flagships 
recommend immediate reorganization CarDivs to meet requirements operations 
in near future as follows: 



CARDIV ONE 
CARDIV TWO 
CARDIV THREE 
CARDIV FOUR 
CARDIV FIVE 
CARDIV SIX 


SARATOGA 

ESSEX 

Y0RKT0V7N 

BUNKER HILL 

LEXINGTON 

ENTERPRISE 


MONTEREY 

COWPENS 

BELLEAU WOOD 

INDEPENDENCE 

PRINCETON 

CABOT 


RADM SHERMAN 
RAM MONTGOMERY 
RADM POWNALL 
RADM REEVES 
RADM RADFORD 

FLAG OFFICER TO BE ASSIGNED X 


Recommend future organization to be reached in 1944 include two CV and 
one CVL to a division. 
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25 0359 CINCPAC to COMGEII 4TII LIARDIV, COMCEHTPACFOR Info COMGEN 5TH PHIBCORPS, 

MARCORPS. 



4th I'.'.ardiv assigned Com 5th PhibCorps for duty to permit coordination 
of amphibious training subject to limitations CominCh 171431. 

26 2331 CINCPAC to VICE CNO Info COMINCH, COM 12, COMCENPAC, COMSERVPAC, CCM5THPHIB, 




From Admiral Smith. Regarding the whole subject of the 18 AK requested 
by CinCPac for GALVANIC and the 15 for BANKRATE. Of these request WSA 
deliver for conversion 15 of 1st 18 to be held for CinCPac. 5 shipB to 
be converted to carry approximately 1000 troops. 10 ships to carry neces¬ 
sary CB speoials to work ship and 6 landing craft in accordance with plans 
discussed with Port Director Com 12. Provide adequate fresh water. Pre¬ 
fer Navy manned. Must be ready San Francisoo 1 November therefore usual 
conversion features may require deferment of some items until later 
availability of ships. Immediate AK requirements for GALVANIC will be 
filled from list of vessels named in Com 12 220124 or such as may later 
become available after discharge PEARL. Same procedure will be followed 
in future of asking for AK only when and as required to lift cargoes 
awaiting shipment and releasing when no longer needed. Cominch and 
CinCPac approve. 


01 0347 


CINCPAC to COMSOPAC Info CCMINCH, MARCORPS, VICE CNO, C0M5THPHIBC0RPS, 
COMGEriCEiNTPAC, COMAIRPAC, dObCEFtTPACFORCE, COMGEN SAMOA, CCM 12. 




This concerns questions UrDis 210349 not to all addees on command and 
other problems SAMOAN Area. That area including FUNAFUTI, NUKUFETAU and 
NANCMEA will remain under present command organisation. Internal details of 
local command of islands in the area will be as ComSoPac decides. ComSoPac 
is expected to provide necessary service units, communications, supply 
and hospitalisation inoident to relief of Marine personnel. CoraGen SAMOA 
will advise ComSoPac of requirements to avoid duplication or paralleling of 
facilities and supplies. Logistic support of the SAMOAN Area as above 
defined will continue as the responsibility of ComSoPac. ThiB also em¬ 
braces support of additional Army and Navy shore based units of the 
Central Pacific Area which are to be located temporarily and mainly in 
the ELLICE group preparatory to and including GALVANIC. Estimated that these 
personnel will total not more than 2500 and will be accompanied by 30 
days supplies upon departure from PEARL. All logistic support for surface 
and air units of the Central Pacific Force operating in SoPao will nor¬ 
mally be provided by Central Pacifio supply agencies. ComSoPac will be 
expected to furnish to these such emergency assistance as available and 
conversely the logistic facilities of the Central Pacific Area are available 
for such aid as can be rendered to SoPac forces. Information concerning 
logistics supply for GILBERT Operations will be covered by later dispatehes. 
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03 1715 CINCPAC to ALPAC Info COMINCH, CINCLANT, COMSOWESPAC. COMGENCENPAC . 



Following changes effective 0000 GOT 15 October 1943. Tactical organ¬ 
ization of Fifth Fleet assigned CenPacFor. 9th Fleet tactical organ¬ 
ization as follows. Task Forces 90 to 94 assigned NorPacFor. TF 97 
Hawaiian Sea Frontier. TF 98 Hawaiian Department. Others reserved for 
CinCPac. All present 5th Fleet Task Force designations cancelled. 
Tactical organization 1st Fleet follows. TF 10 11 and 18 reserved for 
specific tasks as required. TF 12 miscellaneous groups in transit. 

TF 13 PhibTrainPac. TF 14 Operational Training Command Pacific. TF 
15 Cruisers and Destroyers and other units when operating under ComDes- 
Pac. TF 16 ServPac. TF 17 Submarine Force PacFleet. TF 19 Air Pacific 




03 2255 CINCPAC to COMGENCENTPAC Info COMGENPAC. 

Of 7 Defense Battalions referred to in my 080203 and 082131 September 
3 must be available by 1 December. Destination for 1st 3 Battalions 
(1st, 2nd and 4th) as indicated by Serial 00198 September 30. It is 
requested that the remaining 4 be available at the earliest time prac¬ 
ticable without disruption of shipping priorities. All of these 4 must 
be available by 15 January. If necessary, infantry components for Army 
Defense Battalions can be furnished temporarily from Assault Forces. 
Will inform you as to destinations last 4 Battalions upon receipt of 
their readiness dates. 

04 2043 COMINCH To US FLEET. 



Effective 1 October. To provide a method of segregating despatch traffic 
in accordance with the necessity for permanency and ready reference be¬ 
cause subject matter is one of policy or of long standing importance 
Fleet and SeaFron Comdr. shall incorporate in the text their short title 
followed by a serial number from 1 to 1000. Recipients shall maintain 
special files of such despatches in such manner as to have them per¬ 
manently and quickly available. This is Cominch 1. It is permissible to 
use the originators despatch serial number for reference purposes where 
all concerned are known to have received same. This in no manner changes 
the use of general messages as now existing. 


07 0239 CINCPAC to COMINCH Info MARCORPS COMSOPAC CG5THPHIBC0RPS. 




UrDis 042221. Present plans call for employment 3rd MarDiv 1 November and 
1st MarDiv 1 December. Consider 2 replacement battalions per month plus 
replacement pool now being set up adequate for SoPac requirements. Para. 

2nd MarDiv will be employed Central Pacific 15 November 4th MarDiv and 22nd 
Marines about 1 January. Estimated pool of 3 replacement battalions should 
be available to rehabilitate each of these divisions after employment. 33rd 
replacement battalion in Nov. and 2 additional battalions in Deoember will 
provide pool for 2nd MarDiv in Dec. Attrition in 2nd MarDiv will govern 
number of replacements that must be made available for expected attrition 
in 4th MarDiv and 22nd Marines in January. Para. Plain mount 4th MarDiv on 
Coast therefore it should be moved at T/0 strength. Tempo of campaign calls 
for employment of above units in CentPac about once each quarter. Provision 
of replacements should be made to maintain this tempo. Therefore request 
additional battalions my 020259 be provided. 
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11 0141 CINCPAC to COM GEM SAMOA Info COMCENPAC, CCM5TIIP1II3F0R, C0HGEN5THPIIIBC0RPS . 

UrDis 242145 September. No APA available at present. Transports for 
amphibious training will be made available prior to employment of 
22nd Marines. 

12 0450 CINCPAC to COMGEWCENPAC Info COMCENPAC, C0:, T 5THPHI3F0R . 

Following revision requirements and availability Army 
defense battalion referred to in my 032255 and 082049 Oct¬ 
ober. The required total of 7 remains unchanged. Only 
2 instead of 3 must be available 1 December. The 7th 
remains designated for employment at K0UR3ASH. Availa¬ 
bility balance of 4 remains unchanged. 

12 0012 CCMNORPAC To CINCPAC, CNO, NORPACFOR, COMINCH, BUPERS Info CCMNORWESSEAFRON, 
CCMWESSEAFRON, COMGEN ADC, COM 13. 


Vice Admiral Frank Jack Fletcher has this date relieved Vice Admiral 
Thomas C. Kinkaid as Commander NorPac Force and has assumed command 
of NorPac Area accordance CinCPac 091911. 

15 0359 CINCPAC to COMSOPAC Info COMGENCENTPAC COMCENPACFOR CG SAMOA COMAIRPAC . 

On or about 5 November when ComAeroCenPacFor (Read Adra. Hoover) in CURTISS 
arrives in ELLICE area request you direct ComGen SAMOA report to Hoover for 
operational control of Marine and Navy shore based aircraft in SAMOAN-ELLICE 
aroa and of such base facilities as may be needed in support of GALVANIC and 
subsequent operations. 


16 1830 COMINCH to COMNORWESTSEAFRON, COMWESSEAFRON, COMHAWSEAFRON, CINCPOA, C0MN0R- 
PACFOR, COMSOPAC, COMDT ALASKA SECTOR. 


Following received from War Department is quoted for your information: 

"Effective Novemberl, 1943 the Alaska Defense Command is designated a 
separate theater of operations renamed the Alaskan Department and is 
placed under the direct control of the War Department. Such authority 
affecting ALASKA as has been decentralized by the War Department to the 
ComGen WDC will be invested in the Alaskan Department". 

18 0257 COM 3RD FLEET to COMGEN SAMOA Info CINCPAC, COMCENPAC, CG CENTPAC, CCMAIRCENTPAC 

Upon arrival ComAirCenPacFor in ELLICE Area on or about 5 November report 
to that officer for duty as specified in CinCPac 150359. 
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r^> 19 1811 COMINCH to COM12 CINCPAC MARCORPS Info MARBAKS NEW RIVER, COMSOPAC, etc. 



Para 1. MarCorps will make available during December following units for trans¬ 
fer overseas. Here is Part 1 of CominCh 191827 Part 2 final will follow A. 

37th replacement battalion. B. 12th Marine Aviation Replacement Detachment. 

C. 16th Marine WMPMT Company (colored). D. 1st Ammunition Company. E. 2nd 
and 3rd Marine War Dog Platoons. F. 1st Joint Assault Signal Company. G. 
Stewards branch personnel (colored). H. 11th Garrison Replacement Detachment. 
I. Amphibian Tractor Company 22nd Marines reinforced. J. Pioneer Company 
22nd Marines reinforced. K. Rotation personnel 14th Naval District. L. 
Casuals for CenPac. M. 36th and 38th Replacement Battalions. N. 15th Marine 
Depot Company (colored). 0. 4th Radio Intelligence Platoon. P. Stewards 
Braich personnel (colored). Q. Casuals for SoPac. 


21 0259 CINCPAC to CG5THFHIBC0RPS CG SAMOA Info COMINCH MARCORPS C0MS0PAC COMCENPAC etc. 



2nd Defense Battalion reinforced by two 90mm batteries, 1 Platoon 40mm AA -—« 
1 Platoon 20mm AA from 2nd Airdrome Battalion, one 90mm battery from 5th Def¬ 
ense battalion and the 8th defense battalion reinforced by one 90mm battery 
and 4 SL sections from the 7th Defense Battalion, assigned to 5th PhibCorps 
as of 21 October. Reinforcing units should remain present stations until 
date desired for movement in GALVANIC. 

CTF 39, CTG 39.3 

24 0350 COM 3rd FLEET to/ciNCPAC COMTNCH~ALL TF COMS SOPAC, CINCSOWESPAC, etc. 




Com 3rd Fit Op Plan 16A-43. Southern Landing Force will land on GOODTIME in 
accordance with my Op Plan 16-43. Other information later. General Task. 

This force will destroy enemy craft attempting to interfere with Southern 
Force landing. Task Organization. Task Group 39.3 Captain Shepard CLEVELAND, 
DENVER, DesRon 23 (7 DD's). Task Force 33 Major General Mitchell shore based 
aircraft SOPAC. T.G. 39.3 fuel to capacity TULAGI-PURVIS area. Depart TULAGI 
1100 L (-11) October 26 proceed clear of T.G. 31.1 units to arrive latitude 
8 degrees South, longitude 156 East at 2400 L (-11) the same date. Thereafter 
cover approach to GOODTIME of T.G. 31.1. If weather conditions are adverse 
for flying at sunrise the 27th remain as cover for landing craft otherwise 
return on reverse route to PURVIS to arrive prior dark. Task Force 33 furnish 
air cover for T.G. 39.3 during daylight October 26th and 27th. Provide night 
fighters for anti snooper work from sunset to moonset October 26th. Furnish 
Black Cat for slotting night 26th and B-24's for night search and attack and 
timely warning of approach of enemy surface forces. Communication is in my 
Comm Plan 16-43. This plan effective on receipt. ComSoPac is at MAINYARD. 


21 0501 (MARSHALL) COMBINED CHIEFS OF STAFF to STILLWELL info DEVERS EISENHOWER etc. 


o 


Combined Chiefs of Staff consider that existing machinery for coordination of 
Anglo-American propaganda policy neither functions with sufficient speed nor 
avoids contradiction when operating under conditions of emergency. CCS also 
consider present procedure, used to obtain agreed decisions on propaganda 
policy from appropriate authorities of the US-UK governments, is too protracted 
to guarantee the unified action required by developments in cases of emergency 
Para. In order to remedy thi3 situation, the President and Prime Minister 
have authorized the CCS to establish 3 anglo-amorican committees of equal 
membership in each of the following theaters for the purpose of emergency 
coordination of Anglo-American propaganda policy: 1, Pacific Theater includ¬ 
ing CHINA and INDO-CHINA in WASHINGTON; 2 EUROPEAN Theater in LONDON; and 3 
SOUTHEAST ASIA Theater in NEW DELHI. Para. These committees are empowered, 

(Continued) 1Tb C 
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21 0501 (MARSHALL ) COMBINED CHIEFS OF STAFF (Continued) 

in emergency, to make ad hoc decisions when necessary or desirable, and to 
issue special directives on propaganda policies for appropriate agencies of 
the theater commanders and US-UK governments. Committee decisions and 
directives will be binding for all propaganda operations directed to theaters 
concerned until revised by normal process of consultation between US-UK 
governments. CCS are charged with the responsibility of establishing all 
3 committees at the places designated. Priority will be given for the 
immediate creation of the committee to be responsible for propaganda in con¬ 
nection with impending operations in the MEDITERRANEAN. Para. Committee 
meratership in each case will consist of 1 representative each of US Chiefs 
of Staff, British Chiefs of Staff, State Department, British Foreign Office, 
~ff 4ce °f ^ ar> Information and British Political Warfare executive. Committees 
are authorized to call in further assistance when necessary. Para. In con¬ 
formity with above, U.S. Chiefs of Staff have designated Major General G.V. 
Strong for Washington Committee and Admiral H.R. Stark for London Committee. 
Para. U.S. Chiefs of Staff desire that you designate appropriate US military 
representative to serve on New Delhi committee and notify the War Department 
of your selection. 

24 06 °1 COM 3rd FLEET to CTF 33, CTF 39 Info COMINCH CINCPAC CINCSOWESPAC TFCs SOPAC . 

This is Com 3rd Fleet Op Plan 16B-43. BUKA Airdrome is threat to our RAVENOUS 
Operation. Additional information later. General Task. TVs force will 
bombard BUKA airfield (primary targets aircraft) for purpose of rendering it 
temporarily ineffective during initial landing CHERRY BLOSSOM. Destroy enemy 
surface forces encountered if threatening landing at CHERRY3L0SS0M. Bombard 
SHORTLANDS area. Task Organization. TF 39 RAdm Merrill CruDiv 12, DesRon 23. 
TF 33 Major General Mitchell shore based aircraft SOPAC. TF 39 fuel to capa¬ 
city TULAGI-PURVIS area. Depart TULAGI in time to pass through Lat 09-10 S, 
Long. 160 E at 0400 L (-ll)/31 October. Proceed south of RUSSELLS west of 
RENDOVA and SIMBO ISLANDS passing through Lat 08 S, 156 E at 1700L/31 at which 
time increase speed to about 28 knots proceeding west of TREASURY ISLAND and 
BOUGAINVILLE clear of reefs to arrive off southern tip BUKA Island by 0000 
hours L/l November. Bombard BUKA airfield for a period of about thirty 
minutes. Additional targets shipping in MATCHIN BAY supply dumps BUKA. On 
completion bombardment retire at best practicable speed west of BOUGAINVILLE 
keeping clear of giEVIIIAALGJOTALTCE and proceeding north of TREASURY ISLAND. 
Upon passing SHORTLANDS at about 0600 L 1 November for a period of about 15 
minutes bombard eastern SHORTLAND ALU POPORANG FAISI and throw a few at 
3ALLALE all while maintaining high speed. Upon completion retire east of 
VELLA LAVELLA and KOLOMBANGARA. Enter ICULA GULF fuel from DVL barge in HATHORN 
SOUND and await further orders. TF 33 furnish air cover for“TF 39 during day¬ 
light October 31st and November 1st. Provide night fighters for anti-snooper 
g.a.Y9r from sunset until 2130L/51st. Furnish Black Cats for bombardment spot¬ 
ting and B-24s for night search and attack and giving warning of approach of 
enemy surface forces. Communications as in my Comm""Plan 16-43. This form 
effecti-^3 on receipt. 
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25 2100 CINCPAC to COMGENCENTPAC . 

You are hereby directed to use my serial 00198 of 30 September 
1 1943 as a basis for procurement of Army personnel and material 

for the Central Pacific Campaign. 

27 0212 COMSOPAC to CINCPAC. 



Desire lay aerial mines on eastern entrance to BUKA STRAIT and in 
western channel to RAMUN BAY northwest of MADEHAS ISLAND between 
November 9th and 15th. Approval requested. 

29 0101 CCU 3RD FLT to COMAIRSOPAC Info CCMAIRSOLS, COMGENSOPAC, ALL TFC'S , 
SOPAC, COMGEN FMAC, CINCPAC, CINCSOWESPAC, C QMS COTES PAC. 


Lay aerial mines in Eastern Entrance to BUKA STRAIT and in western 
channel to RAMUN BAY northwest of MADEHAS ISLAND between November 9th 
and 15th. Submit dispatoh plan to me for approval. Be prepared on 
short notice to shift from mine to torpedo load. 



29 0450 CINCPAC to COMSOPAC Info COMINCH, CCMCENPACFOR . 

Present intention is to return BatDivs 6, 8, 9 and one carrier group 
probably ENTERPRISE,PRINCETON to SoPac after GALVANIC and to keep them 
there until required for FLINTLOCK. Do you wish them to base at EFATE 

November (COT) 

2 23303 MARSHALL to RICHARDSON Info CINCPAC, HARMON, MCARTHUR. 



u 

o 


Directive clarification to Cornm'-nding General, US Army 
Forces, Central Pacific Area, contained in '7D RAJ) 6004, 

August 14 to Richardson follows in paragraph beginning 
"As Commanding General, TTS -army Forces in the Central 
Pacific Area, you will be, etc" change last phrase 
reading "For the employment of Army Forces in that area" 
to read "for the employment of Army Forces in the Cen¬ 
tral Pacific Area" Para ’Aar Department conception of 
your responsibility for administration and training of 
Un Army Ground end Air Troops within the Central Pacific 
Area in that, in fullest coordination with CinCPac you 
will continue the training of forces to the extent that 
time and facilities are available or are made available 
to you. Troops ear-marked for specific operations should 
pass to the command of CinCPac. Central Pacific Force, 

Fifth Amnhibious Force, ^ifth Amphibious Corps, or other 
task ^orce organisations set up by direction of Commander 
in Chief, Pacific, at the tine when, at the discretion of 
CinCPac, they are renuired for specific operational training 

or rehearsal under the force, corps, o^ task force commander 
in preparation for their eventual" utilization. The exac^f 52 
determination as to when such training responsibilities 
will ness from you to CinCPac or his r, pr>^opriate subordinate 
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29 0450 CINCPAC to CCMSOPAC Info COMINCH, COMCENPACFOR. 



Present intention is to return BatDivs 6, 8, 9 and one carrier group 
probably ENTERPRISE PRINCETON to SoPac after GALVANIC and to keep them 
there until required for FLINTLOCK. Do you wish them to base at EFATE. 


30 0116 COI'SOPAC t o CINCPAC Info COMINCH, CINCSOWESPAC, COl.CQWESPAC, CONCENTPAC . 
BatDivs (your 290450) at EFATE. Carrier group at ESPIRITU. 



o 



o 
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commancler must, in all cases be decided by CinCPac after 
consultation with you as his Army adviser. 

MARSHALL to CCMGENCENTPAC Info CINCPOA, CO h? INCH 

7812-7th Dispatch, Cominch, 311400/October to CinCPOA directs CCS 329/2 to 
be passed to ComGenCentPac• CCS 329/2 covers operations in the Pacific 
to include December, 1944 para Cominch 311400 is also directive to CinCPOA 
to formulate plans and train for campaigns in the Central Pacific, to 
include estimates of troop and material requirements for operations sub¬ 
sequent to BANKRA m E. para. This radio adknowledges your W6731 October 28. 
Your study, now in preparation in accordance with TVD letter, subject: 
Theater Troop Basis, dated 27 Sept., will of necessity be reviewed in 
the light of present and future availability of forces, and in conformity 
with the deployment of forces set up by CCS directive 329/2. para. JCS 
dispatches 202204/July covering GALVANIC Operations and 012115/September 
covering the BANKRATE Operations are controlling for a major Army ground 
force units and major army air force combat units set up for these opera¬ 
tions. With reference last paragraph urad 6556 November 2, attention is 
invited to paragraph 2, Annex D, CCS 329/2. The deployment of forces 
outlined by the combined Chiefs of Staff fixed the overall allotments of 
major units for operations in the Bacific. In this connection maintenance 
in Central Pacific of 2 heavy and 1 medium bomber groups plus 2 fighter 
groups fulfill CCS firm allocations during 1944. Para. Further reurad 
W 68/November 2, your restudy of signal requirements should be so co¬ 
ordinated with the Navy as to bring the requirements which are to be met 
by Army personnel and equipment within the directive of JCS 488 dated 
8 September 1943. The urgent necessity for rigidly screening requirements 
for technically trained personnel, individuals or units, such as are in¬ 
volved in formation of signal communication units, has been brought to 
your attention. Para, with regard to your " 6762 October 29, the avail¬ 
ability of air force service units included therein will be as b y 
ourad 7770 November 4 to you indicated. 

COMINCH to CINCPAC info MARCORPS CINCLANT SUPREME CONOR SOWESPAC, COMSOPAC 
CONNORPAC COD ARMY . 

9th Phib hereby dissolved. Modify ItyDis 111902 August accordingly. 

Orders to RAdm Rockwell will be issued by Bupers. Members of his staff 
will be divided between 3rd Group 5thPhibFor and FhibTrainPac in accor¬ 
dance your recommendation. Your serial 001430 November 2nd approved and 
copy furnished BuPers. 
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12 0321 CTG 5 0.3 to COMSOPAC info CINCPAC COMINCH CINCSOWESPAC TF GO!,IS SOPAC etc. 

This is CTG 50.3 112151. Report of 3 Group attack on RABAUL shipping Nov. 

11. Aircraft on strike. ESSEX 29 VF, 19 VT, 28 VB. BUNKER HILL 27 VF, 18 
VT, 23 VB. INDEPENDENCE 15 VF, 9 VT. Aircraft arming VT torpedoes, VB 
1000 lb GP and SAP 1500 lb AP few 500 lb GP. Attack commenced 0905 completed 
0935 L (-11). Rain squall at harbor entrance. Enemy ships claimed sunk 
BUNKER HILL 1 CL or large DD and 2 DD’s. Ships damaged ESSEX 1 CA believed 
MOGAMI 1 sure torpedo hit 2 probables. 2 other CA or large DD 1 torpedo 
hit each plus 1000 lb bomb on 2nd. 3 CL or large DD 1 torpedo hit each. 
3UNKER HILL 1 CL 3 DD. INDEPENDENCE torpedo hit 1 CA. Enemy aircraft shot 
down certain. ESSEX 13 Zekes, BUNKER HILL 6 Zekes. INDEPENDENCE 5 Zekes. 

No enemy aircraft destroyed on ground. Own losses operational BUNKER HILL 
1 VF, 3 VB, INDEPENDENCE 1 VF. Combat losses ESSEX 1 VF, 1 VB. BUNKER 
HILL 1 VF, 2 VT. INDEPENDENCE 2 VF. Personnel losses ESSEX 2 pilots 1 man 
BUNKER HILL 3 pilots 2 men. INDEPENDENCE 2 pilots. Own aircraft being laun¬ 
ched for 2nd strike when Task Group was attacked by enemy aircraft. After 
raid beaten off time did not permit completing launch and sending in 2nd 
strike. Report of enemy attack in separate despatch. 

18 1938 MARCORPS to 1st ARMORED AMPHIB BN. Info COMINCH CINCPAC CG5thPHI3C0RPS etc . 

Ref CinCPOA dis 180025 not to all addressees. Effective 20 November 1st 
Armored Amphibian Battalion is attached to 4th Marine Division to permit 
combined training for early operations. 

20 1115 CINCPAC to CGCENTPAC COMCENTPACFOR C0M5thPHIBF0R CG5thPHI3C0RPS . 

27th Div less elements employed in GALVANIC hereby directed revert to 
command of ComGenCentPac until further orders. 

21 2225 CINCPAC to COMCENPACFOR info COMINCH CTF 50 . 

Reaction by enemy to GALVANIC clearly indicates opposition by submarines 
and by air attack from MARSHALLS or NAURU. Use of surface craft unlikely. 

In the circumstances operating area for carrier groups prescribed in 
Pownall's order are too restrictive. If carriers continue too long in such 
narrow confines they become subjected to progressively greater torpedo 
hazard. Take corrective action to insure them greater freedom of movement, 
consistent with their mission. 

22 0630 COMCENPACFOR to ALL TF COMS GALVANIC info CINCPAC . 

Action addees extend or shift their present operating areas to afford maxi¬ 
mum practicable protection from enemy air and submarine attacks. CinCPac 
212225. This will be done with minimum interference with assigned missions. 
Task Groups of Task Force 50 operating against MARSHALLS or in support of 
MAKIN remain north of latitude 2 degrees north. Those in support TARAWA 
south of 2 degrees North. During darkness keep clear of areas in which 
other Task Forces or Groups are known to be operating or moving. CTF 52 and 
53 advise carrier task group comdrs of their night operating areas. 
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05 0248 CINCPAC to COMGENCENTPAC COHCENPACFOR C0M5THPHIBF0R C0M5THPHIBC0RPS . 

Elements 27 division and attached troops employed GALVANIC that have 
returned to HAWAII hereby directed revert to command of ComGenCentPac 
until further orders. Others returning similarly revert on arrival HAWAII. 

07 0450 CINCPAC to C® INCH Info C IN CLAN?, CCMSUBFORPAC. COTCPAC. COTCLANT 
C0KSU3F0RLANT . ~~-—-- 

Recommend no further S class submarines be withdrawn from combat duty 
with SubRon 45 prior June 1044. UrDis 031837. Believe Northern Patrol 
should be maintained during winter and spring to attack targets in 
vicinity PARAMUSHIRO and fishing industry along coasts KAMCHATKA as ice 
conditions permit and to force enemy to maintain anti submarine activities. 
Also desire continue base these submarines A m TU and DUTCH in order 
complete development repair facilities there. Submarines available in 
TF 17 are insufficient to replace S class in ALEUTIANS without handicapping 
coverage of more profitable areas and cooperation with projected surface 
operations. By June hope to base Tender on ATTTT and operate fleet 
submarines from there in same manner as from MIDWAY. Suggest possibility 
of using French and Italian submarines for ASW training purposes thus 
releasing U.S. Subs to sub school. Present distribution FacFleet S Boats. 

2 in South Pacific. 2 at PEARL. 8 with COTCPac. 6 available for 
combat patrols. 

09 0322 CINCPAC to COM 7TH FLEET Info CTF 71, CTF 72, COMINCH, CCfiSUBPAC . 

To expedite arrival of new submarines in southwest propose to send all 
submarines of Squadron 18 and Division 121 direct from PEARL to south¬ 
west operational areas. If you agree also propose recommend to CCMINCH 
sending remaining 4 submarines of SubRon 18 now on east coast direct to 
AUSTRALIA from PANAMA instead of via PEARL where they were schedule for 
about 3 weeks training. These last mentioned subs have had only basic 
training. If above plan carried out, there will be 30 submarines in 
your operational areas by January 13^ 1944 counting 7 remaining subs in 
squadron 8 which it is desired be exchanged with 4 subs of Division 121 
and 3 of SubRon 18 as they arrive. Replacement for CORVINA if roquired 
will leave FEA.RL for your areas in latter part December. Request comment. 

08 2150 COMTNCH to CINCPOA, COHNA VETJ, C0MNAVEAR info C0MS0PAC, C0M7TH FLT, 
CO’fTORSEAFRQN, CQIJ 4TH ELT, 0PD US ARMYl 


8 y agreement between state war and Navy Departments no release of control 
or abandonment shall be made of any important naval airfield outside US 
Continental limits, territories or possessions, constructed in whole or 
part by US funds, but no longer of immediate naval or military use, without 
reference to and approval by Navy Department. 8uch action necessary to 
protect national interests. Important air fields n^e those which by reason 
of facilities, location or suitability for postwar purposes are of particular 
significance. Temporary combat '’ields not of above characterisecs are not 
included. War Department has issued similar directive regarding Army airfields 
This is ConinCh and CNO Humber 7. 
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10 2338 CINCPAC to COMCENTPAC•C0M5thPHI3F0R C0M5thPHIBC0RPS COMGEN 22nd MARINES (REINF ) 

22nd Marine Regiment with attached units hereby assigned to 5thPhibCorps. 

11 0259 CIHCPOA to COMGSNCENTPAC Info COMCENPAC COMSthPHIBFOR C0M5thPHIBC0RPS . 

Please assign 7th Division with attached units also 1 Regimental Combat 
Team from 27th Division with attached units to operational control of 
Com5thPhibCorps effective immediately. 

15 1300 COMINCH and CNO to CINCLANT, CINCPAC Info COMDESPAC, COMDESLANT . 

Transfer to Pacific of Atlantic destroyers in addition to those ordered 
by Mydis 062351 not comtemplated in immediate future. 

14 2055 COMINCH & CNO to CINCLANT CINCPAC COMSOWESPACFOR ALL SEAFRON C0MS,C0MNAVNAW . 

In event use of gas by enemy is suspected (A) make immediate despatch report 
addressed for action to entire chain of command (B) Conduct immediate investi¬ 
gation on spot by qualified personnel (C) Make amplifying report confirmed 
or not confirmed (D) No not retaliate with gas until authorised by CominCh 
and CNO. Para. Use of toxic gas will not be initiated by any United States 
commander. Undertake instruction and training to insure that retaliation if 
authorized will be effective. In precaution against initiating use of gas 
under stress offensive materials are to be kept in ready reserve but not 
issued to combatant units. BuOrd will keep addressees advised regarding 
availability of materials. This is restatement CominCh polioy and instruc¬ 
tions on this subjeot and is CominCh <fe CNO Number 8. 

14 2057 COMINCH k CNO to CINCLANT CINCPAC COMSOWESPACFOR, ALL SEAFRON COMS, etc. 

On 9 July 1943L the US Joint Chiefs of Staff directed as follows: "Sub-para 

A. It is a function of Commanders exercising unity of command to coordinate 
reports concerning combat operations of own or enemy forces. 

B. Originators will make all such reports to the Commander exercising unity 
of command for coordination comment when appropriate and prompt retransmission 
as indicated below: 

Sub-para Bl. When the officer exercising unity of command is a member of 
the service other than that of the originator of the report the report after 
application of the principles stated above will be retransmitted to the head 
of the service of the originator, that is, the Chief of Staff US Army, or 
the Commander in Chief, US Fleet. 

Sub-para B2. If the originator is a member of the same service as the 
officer exercising unity of command the reports will bo treated as required 
by the practice of that service. 

. C. Originators of reports whether in Army or Navy service who are not under 
the jurisdiction of the Commander exercising unity of command in the sphere 
of activity concerned will by the most direct means available render reports 
of own or enemy operations to the commander responsible for taking action." 

This is CominCh & CNO Number 10. 
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18 2138 CNO to AMCON VLADIVOSTOK info ALUSNA MOSCOW, CINCPAC COMNORPAC. 


Inform Red Fleet. Imperative they advise US as soon as possible (A) 
Identification markings on fishing vessels both on hull and deck (B) 
whether they will fly merchant flag other identification hoists or lights 
also, that they advise whenever their fishing vessels leave territorial 
waters, including territorial waters bordering KOMMANDORSKI ISLANDS. Also, 
definite boundaries or fishing areas. Soviet vessels ea3t and west bound 
from prescribed fishing areas preferably, should remain close to KAMCHATKA 
coast and then if practicable, proceed along 55th parallel to and from 
KOMMANDORSKI ISLANDS. Inform Soviets indentification markings or displays 
are of primary importance and that US forces will assume to be energy any 
ships not showing identification markings or displays which will be agreed 
upon. 

21 0221 CINCPOA to COM GEN CENTPAC, FLAG OFFICERS PACFLT Info CINCSCWESPAC. CCM7THFLT. 

cai 14. --——— 

FLINTLOCK DOG DAY set at 31 January West Longitude. 

14 2059 COMINCH CNO to COMPASEAFRON CINCPAC CINCLANT C5SF COMCARIBSEAFRON 

COMGULFSEAFRON COMWESSEAFRON COMNORWESSEAFRON COMSCWESPAC info COMNAVNAW 

COMNAVEU. 

Commanders vested with unity of command will not permanently transfer units 
of service to which he does not belong from assigned stations or sub-divisions 
of his command without authority from War or Navy Department as indicated. 

This will not be interpreted to restrict in any way the authority of such 
commander to make temporary movements of mobile forces of either service 
required in execution of operations to meet a special situation. This is 
CominCh and CNO number 9. It is a reissue of a despatoh from Chief of Staff, 
Army and CominCh on 4 May 1942. 

21 2031 COMINCH to C^NCEF CINCMED FOCRAF COM 3RD FLT COMWESSEAFRON info ADMIRALTY 

COMNORSEAFRON BAD FRENCH NAVAL MISSION CCS CINCLANT NXNB COMPASEAFRON CINCPAC . 

On request of Chief of French Naval Mission one following reassignraents of 
certain French ships ane authorized by CominCh as executive agent CCS with 
concurrence of bad. Sub-para. 

A. CHEVREUIL assigned FOCRAF as replacement for LA GRANDIERE. ComWesSeaFron 
sail her when ready about 1 January to DAKAR via CANAL ZONE and NORFOLK. 

B. LA GRANDIERE assigned 3rd Fit. CinCMed is requested sail ship for NOUMEA 
when ready about 1 February. 

£. SAVORGNAN DE BRAZZA assigned temporary duty 3rd Fit until relieved by LA 
GRANDIERE. CinCTF is requested sail her to NOUMEA at earliest convenience. 
Vessels are available as escorts enroute. 

22 0041 KBXXKmms CINCPAC to COMINCH info COt'SOPAC MARCORPS CHIEF OF STAFF ARMY . 

Plan disposition of units Urdis 112050 as follows: To Central Pacific for 
employment all Marine air units and 5th, 7th and 17th Defense Battalions also 
Army air and air service units now temporarily based in ELLICES. Army ground 
units to be made available for SoPac operations. 
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21 2144 C CM INCH to CINCPAC info CINCLANT CCMAIRPAC COM 13 COMAIRLANT 

CCMFAIRWESTCOAST 

Assignments following CVE changed from LantFleet to PacFleet 74 
NEHENTA BAY 76 KABASHAN BAY 78 SAVO ISLAND 81 RUDYERD BAY 83 SARGENT 
BAY. Report CompRons now scheduled for CVE 65, 67, 69 and 72 so that 
complements other LantFleet type CompRons now on West Coast can be 
changed to Pac Fleet type. 

22 2141 CINCPAC to COMAIRCENPAC info CCMCENTPAC CCM 5TH PHIBFOR 

My 050219 and 150327. Mine only WOTJE MALOELAP JALUIT MILLE at earliest 
practicable date. Plans left by air 21 December. 

23 2310 AMCON VLADIVOSTOK to CNO Info CINCPAC, COMNORPAC, MOSCOW . 

CNO's 182138. Soviets advise impossible inform when ever fishing vessels 
leave territorial waters or define any limit fishing areas. State in¬ 
cident involving SS TAIGOROS occurred in USSR territorial waters therefore 
those limits could not be observed. They suggest fishing craft which 
includes whalers crab mother shipB and other RGE ships engaged in fishing 
as well as the smaller craft be permitted operate anywhere in BERING 
SEA north of the 55th (preferable) or 56th parallel provided they oarry 
appropriate identification markings which identification will be provided 
and displayed upon mutual agreement above question. They further desire 
info to within what distance fishing vessels will be allowed approach 
ALEUTIAN ISLAND Group. 

23 2351 CTF 57 To CINCPAC, COMCENPAC Info CCMSOPAC, COMAIRSOPAC . 

Progress summary. TARAWA as of 231633 GCT Helen tank farm 27$. Hawkins 
6000 by 300 complete. West taxiway surface 65$. Mullinix surfaces 4000 
by 150. 2100 by 150 additional partly finished. 21 hard stands done. 
Buildings 63$. Causeway almost done. APAMAMA as of 220957 GCT 100 bed 
hospital 50$. Chare 6000 feet but neap tides have slowed coral surfacing. 
Bomber strip 55$. Taxiways 35. Hardstands 10. Jetties 40. Camps 10. 

MAKIN as of 230600 GCT ground defenses 80$. Communications 75. Bomber 
strip and taxiway 69. 

25 0329 COMNORPAC to CINCPAC Info COMINCH, CNO. 

AmCon VLAD 212310 (232310 ?)• Recommend areas operation Russian fishing 
vessels as follows. North of Lat. 55 and West Long. 175 West. South of 
Lat. 55 and Ytest International Boundry line. While no difficulties 
previously experienced, because Russian fishing operations have not been 
conducted herein, consider Russian fishing vessels should not operate East 
Long. 175 West when North of Lat. 55, in order avoid any complications. 

New subject. My 180006. Repeat that proper and positive identification 
primary importance and areas lesser importance provided proper identifica¬ 
tion assured and that any type craft not showing proper identification 
will be presumed enemy. 
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21 1610 COMINCH & CNO to CINCPAC Info COMSOPAC. 



This is CominCh & CNO Number 11 and a reissue of 141928 November 1942. Ad¬ 
dressees will deliver this despatch to Army and Navy Commanders as necessary. 
Army and Navy air organizations assigned to the Central and South Pacific 
areas and Navy air organizations assigned to North Pacific are subject to 
deployment and redistribution by CinCPac at his discretion. JCS confidential 
despatch 041819 of May 1942 which was reissued as CominCh & CNO Number 9 i£ 
modified accordingly. The purpose of authorizing CinCPac to dispose all Army 
and Navy air organizations in the Central and South Pacifio areas at his dis¬ 
cretion is to allow the Commander on the spot entire freedom in the disposition 
of available forces for the defense of positions for which he is responsible. 
Redistributions under this authority are limited to the forces allotted by the 
War and Navy Departments and therefore will not be ordered on the basis of 
creating requirements for additional units. Necessary delegation to ComSoPao 
of aforementioned authority is authorized. Any redistribution of air organi¬ 
zations made or planned should be reported to the War or Navy Department as 
appropriate for information and logistic purposes. War and Navy Departments 
will keep CinCPac informed of planned replacements and allocations of aircraft 
and personnel to whole Pacific Ocean Areas so that airoraft and personnel 
when in all respects ready for delivery can be loaded or flown to destination 
desired by CinCPac. A similar procedure will be followed in regard to Air 
organizations made available by War or Navy Department. 


28 0735 CTF 57 to CINCPAC COMCENPAC Info COMSOPAC C0MAIRS0PAC. 


Progress summary. TARAWA MULLINIX bomber strip surfaced 6100 by 150. 27 

hard stands built. Bomber taxiway surfaced 400 by 60 and fine grading 50 
percent. Fighter strip rough grading 80 percent. HAWKINS tank farm 40. 
Buildings 65. Causeway 85. APAMAMA bomber strip 65 percent. Taxiways 45. 
Hardstands 20. Screened galleys 70. MAKIN ground defenses 80 percent. 
Bomber strip and taxiway 75. Communications 80. 
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CTF 57 to CINCPOA Info COMAIRPAC . 

Following from my representative Captain Johnson CEC USN. Quote. MAKIN 
runway 4,000 feet by 150 feet MARST0N mat surface essentially completed and 
in use. Shoulders each side 150 feet wide to tree line clearance in pro¬ 
gress. Both shoulders completely graded for length of mat surface. South 
shoulder completely paved with 6 inch depth coral. North shoulder about 50%, 
paved. Runway extension 2,900 feet to total 7,000 foot length be constructed 
as coral surface due lack available mat. This extension graded and coral 
surface started. Required hardstands, revetments and taxiways progressing 
very favorably. Runway construction below usual Navy standards. Marston 
mat laid on sand without coral foundation and has numerous transverse waves 
in surface. Shoulders have 6 inch compacted coral full width and are intended 
as taxiways along runway. Our standards would require 10 inch coral under 
mat and on shoulders. Time will not permit reconstruction to these standards 
with available force and equipment. Observation on 2 days landing and take 
off m a ny fighters and l B24 indicates that field will be satisfactory for 
fighters and will probably stand up for medium bombers provided heavy rains 
not encountered. Considerable maintenance and repair should be anticipated 
during long sustained operations. Recommend A construction 2,900 foot ex¬ 
tension 10 inch thick compacted coral surface, B_ repair waves in mat surface 
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^ 29 0750 CTF 57 to CIKCPOA Info COMAIRPAC. 



as practicable, C increase thickness shoulders now constructed and in progress 
to 10 inch coral,”P provide ample repair and maintenance force for runways 
after completion and during operations. Unquote. Request you advise shipping 
data additional one million square feet marston mat authorized for MAKIN. 

Have arranged plans for basing heavy bombers so as to avoid use of MAKIN as 
much as possible. Recommend instructions be issued to comply with Captain 
Johnson’s recommendations. 
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01 2123 COMINCH to ALUSNOB CHUNGKING. CINCPAC. COMSOWESPAC Info 
CHIEF OF STAFF ARMY. VICE CNO C0M7thFLEET COMSOPAC. 

HiCom handle as utmost secret. Chief of Staff Army advises 
that ComGen US Army forces CHINA, BURMA, INDIA plans for 
14th Air Force limited mining operations on ASIATIC Coast 
to force lap mine sweeping and push some Jar) shipping now 
using continental shelf to go out where our submarines can 
destroy it. Further that in foregoing close liaison will 
be maintained with Cantain M. E. Miles ALUSNOB CHUNGKING 
previously determined to be acceptable to CinCPac and Com 
7th Fleet. Accordingly Captain Miles hereby assigned ad¬ 
ditional duty as Navy liaison officer with Army for mining 
operations on coasts of CHINA and INDO CHINA. Radio HO CHI/AN 
is operated by ALUSNOB CHUNGKING and should be normal channel 
for mining traffic between CHINA and Fleets. 2 Technical 
officers for mining are being assigned 14th Air Force accord¬ 
ance Army reouest. 

02 1437 COMINCH to CINCPAC . 

HiCom. For Admiral Nimitz only. Expansion of operations in 
Pacific will involve large increase of Army ground and air 
attack units, garrison forces, as well as increase Naval 
units, particularly in Central Pacific area. This ever 
widening scale and area of Joint activities will necessitate 
overall coordination by Commander in Chief Pacific Ocean 
/ Areas as distinguished from the purely NavOp functions of 
/ Commander in Chief, Pacific Fleet. The overall functions 
will apply of course both to coordination of the 3 areas and 
to coordination of the activities of the two services. 

Desire your consideration and comment on establishing 
differentiation between staff work done for you as Commander 
in Chief Pacific Ocean Areas and that of Commander in Chief 
Pacific Fleet and further the relationship between the over¬ 
all command and annropriate Army and Navy commands in the 
three areas, North, Central and South Pacific. 

02 2300 COM 3rd FL T to CTF 31 Info CG SOPAC, CG FMAC. CINCSOWESPAC** 
CINCPAC. ALL TFC SOPAC . ~ 

This is most secret. With reference to my 020050 a delay 
of one day in all nlans therein dIus MUNDA POINT Landing 
on DOG plus ten day herewith approved. 

03 0021 CINCPAC to COMINCH . 

Most Secret for Adm King only. Outline plan information 
comment and recommendation required by ur 152220 and 241301 
will be delivered to you on 4 July by my planners Captains 
Steele and Sherman who are empowered to confer with your 
staff. 
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03 0151 COMNORPAC to CTF 51 Info GC ATF 9 , COMPHIBCORPAC, GO WDC 
^ CINCPAC . ~ 

Your 30194.1. DeWitts 012050 (CS0701). HiCom. Letter and 
spirit of CominCh 1 1831 govern FIREARM operation. I am 
proceeding on basis of present target date which will be de¬ 
layed only as may be absolutely necessary. Special features 
of tactical problem, the complicated staging and operational 
control of large numbers of transports and landing craft in 
the coming operation require thorough indoctrination and 
understanding of all commanders concerned. Early arrival 
PORRIDGE of commanders and staffs is extremely important. 
Their arrival should not be dependent upon completion date 
PENNSYLVANIA. Quarters and office space have been construc¬ 
ted and are available ashore. Late arrival of 87 th appears 
to be only factor in present schedule which may force delay 
of operation. Question. Can departure date 87 th be ad¬ 
vanced? 



03 1755 CG WDC to CINCPAC . 

Concur in your 282315 from DeWitt for approval of overall 
plan as changed by you. This is classified security, CS 
0702 . 



04 2013 CINCPAC to COMNORPAC info CG WDC . 

HiCom. CinCPac and CG ’.'/DC approve ComNorPac Serial 0443 
with addition to para 7 of "Task Group 16.8 will revert to 
Army command when Commanding General reports that status of 
occupation of FIREARM warrants this change and when so 
directed by ComNorPac" 

04 1851 COMINCH to CINCPAC. 

Your 052317 letter enroute by regular courier should reach 
you in a few days. Salient features were in my 231437. 
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05 2047 CINCPAC to C 01,31 OR PAG. 

HICom for Adm Kinkaid only. Our most ultra info indicates 
Kips shuttling air strength from North Kuriles to RABAUL 
purpose hit MUNDA RENDOVA. Is it within your capabilities 
to air strike PARAMUSIIIRO in order to discourage Jap move. 

06 0350 COI.IK OR PAG to CINCPAC. 

HiCom for CinCPac only in reply his 052047. Air strike 
!PAfclAMUSHIRO within capabilities of types as follows. B-24 
with bomb bay tank taking off from AMCHITKA or ADAK, B-25 
with bomb bay tank from ATTU and PBY from ATTU or ALICHITKA. 
Latter to be over target at night. Governing factor is 
terminal weather all types. AKCHITKA has not been usable 
due fog large proportion time for some weeks past. Plight 
plans for all 3 types being set up, including flying 9 B-25's 
to ATTU as soon as weather permits. Weather permitting can 
send 4 Liberators departing ADAK 4 hours W (/lO) tomorrow 
6 July. Request instructions immediately. 

06 0655 CINCPAC to COMKORPAC. 


HiCom for Adm Kinkaid. Your 060350 plan approved with dates 
your discretion. Include photos as practicable. 

07 0008 COM 3RD FLT to CINCPAC Info COMAIRPAC. COMAIRSOPAC. 


This is most secret. Anticipate following situation devel¬ 
oping concerning fighter aircraft South Pacific. Present 
assigned fighter level TOENAILS 256. Daily Operational 191. 
Predicted level early August 125. Daily operational 75 to 
90. Data includes carrier aircraft from 3 ACV's presently 
assigned to ComAirSoPac for operational control. Withdraw¬ 
als from TOENAILS must be started within 2 weeks covering 
a period of one month during which period Air Solomons in¬ 
cluding RUS3ELLS and NEW GEORGIA must be reduced to normal 
level of one third fighter and carrier type planes in com¬ 
bat zone. This level will only be capable of minimum day 
operations for defense and local ground support. With the 
above program effected the predicted level in early August 
will result In inability to maintain continuous fighter 
cover in strength and almost no shipping fighter cover. It 
is strongly urged in view above situation that a maximum of 
additional fighter strength be furnished this area as rapidly 
as possible. Any action you can take will strengthen our 
efforts to accomplish present and anticipated missions. 
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08 0441 CINCPAC to COMINCH . 

Present intention is sail ENTERPRISE about 14 July for 
NYPS availability commencing 20th with completion 30 
October. Conforming your April 040941. This is HiCom. 

09 0502 C0MS0 PAC to CTF 31. CG NEW GEORGIA Info CINCPAC COMAIRSOPAO 
CG 30PAC. CG 43RP DIVISION . 

This is HiCom. Because of increasing size of forces involved 
a corps commander with staff is being ordered by CG SoPac to 
assume command of all ground forces in the NEW GEORGIA Group. 
After the corps commander has arrived in the area he will an¬ 
nounce to these headquarters and to CTF el and CG SoPac when h 
he is prepared to assume command of land operations. On 
orders of ComSoPac all ground forces, including naval units 
attached to the forces of occupation will pass from the com¬ 
mand of CTF 31 to the corps commander who will assume the 
title of ComGen NEW GEORGIA. TaskFor 31 will continue in 
full sunport of the operations. ComGen NEW GEORGIA at appro¬ 
priate time in consultation with CTF 31 will prepare a plan 
for the capture of VILA. He will designate such of his for¬ 
ces as are to participate therein and will recommend a time 
when such forces should nass to command of CTF 31. At the 
discretion of ComGen NEW GEORGIA and if consistent with the 
factors then involved ComSoPac would like to have Gen. 

Hester, because of his demonstrated abilities, designated to 
command the VILA attack land forces. 

09 0455 COMAIRPAC to CINCPAC. 


HiCon. Squadrons in December. Early augmentation of Navy 
squadrons can only be accomplished by drawing from CV re-" 
placement groups, CVE groups now under training, or modify¬ 
ing plans regarding employment Breton Para Accepting Com-" 
SoPac predictions as reasonably accurate, recommend as first 
measure Breton embark its squadron plus best trained fighter 
component another CVE squadron and spare planes to capacity 
then proceed SoPac, discharge and return. Second measure 
dispatch to CominCh requesting units Narine Air Wing 3 be 
made available to Pacific Fleet as rapidly as trained, with 
priority on fighter squadrons. Consider in view great in¬ 
crease in scope land based air operations in SoPac alloca¬ 
tion Army fighter squadrons that area should be reconsidered 
by J.C.S. Commenting on your 071935 there are in SoPac area 
following number fighters squadrons 10 Marine, 7 Army, 5 
Navy, 2 RNZAF. These figures include 2 Narine at Samoa, and 
3 Navy normally aboard SANGAMON class but exclude squadrons 
of SARATOGA, VICTORIOUS and recently arrived group 12, 
scheduled to relieve SARATOGA group". The number of Marine 
and Army squadrons meet Joint Chiefs of Staff directives. 
Navy squadrons are supplemental. Adequate numbers of air¬ 
craft are in area to keep Navy and Narine Squadrons up to 
full strength. Information regarding spare Army and RNZAF 
aircraft is not available Para' The expansion of Marine 
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09 0455 COMAIRPAC to CIKCPAC. (Continued) 

aviation more rapidly than plans contemplated has resulted 
in critical shortage of pilots, which precludes any immed¬ 
iate further expansion above current plans, which provide 
for replacing 2 SoPac squadrons in August, 1 in September, 

2 in November, 2 plus 2 expansion. 

10 0227 CINCPAC to COL'INCH Info C0I.I30PAC. COMAIRPAC. 

HiCom for Admiral King only. Halsey expresses concern over 
reduced level of fighter strength (including shore based CV 
fighters) which he anticipates will exist beginning early 
August as result essential withdrawals for reorganization. 
Thereafter he believes he will be unable to maintain fighter 
cover in adequate strength over active positions and also 
over shipping during current and anticipated operations. 
Para. Central Pacific can provide little reenforcement ex¬ 
cept by employing VP squadrons from carriers immobilizing 
them for planned operations. Para. Request you explore 
possibility of obtaining more Army fighters to insure con¬ 
tinued active progress Solomons campaign. 

10 0327 CII.'CPAC to CCKNCRPAC. 


HiCom for VAd Kinkaid only. I contemplated furnishing CVE 
equipped as NASSAU for COTTAGE but need for more fighters 
has developed in SoPac which may require these aircraft. 
Desire comment. 




110421 C0M50PAC to CTF 31. C0I.1AIRS0PAC. Info CINCPAC. CINC 30’VLSPAC. 

cor, gen sopac. cohcek :.;ara:.:?iifor. 

This is most secret . Our natural route of approach from 
I.1UNDA to BOUGAINVILLE lies south of GIZO and VELLA LA VELLA 
Islands. Give consideration to the practicability of the 
following plan: (A) After securing MUNDA-ENOGAI Inlet Area 
and ARUNDEL Island, interdict VILA airfield by artillery 
emplaced in the above localities. (B) Cut supply lines to 
IV CE VILA Area by this artillery and by surface craft prin¬ 
cipally PT boats. (C) Bypass VILA Area and allow it to 
die on the vine. (D) Seize VELLA LAVELLA and establish 
fighter field thereon. Such a plan would depend to a large 
extent on the feasibility of establishing a fighter field 
on the southwest coast of VELLA LAVELLA for the purpose of 
giving close fighter aircraft support to the south BOUGAIN¬ 
VILLE operation. When practicable make aircraft reconnais¬ 
sance of VELLA LAVELLA to the above end. Your comments and 
recommendations requested. 
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11 2357 GINCPAC to COMINCH. 






HICom for Admiral King reply your 021437 being airmailed. 

12 0015 COMNORPAC to GINCPAC . 

This is HiCom. Kinkaid replies CinCPac 100327. Fighters 
available NorPacFor considered adequate for COTTAGE. While 
CVE could move about and search for areas clear of fog, the 
prospect of operating fighters either from PREFECT to east¬ 
ward of FELDSPAR to westward of FIREARM whenever conditions 
at target are suitable, is sufficient to make a CVE unneces¬ 
sary in the operation. 

13 2058 COMINCH to CINCPAC Info COMSOPAC. COMAIRSOPAC. COMAIRPAC, etc . 

Most secret. Admiralty desires HMS VICTORIOUS return TJKAY 
via East Coast. When operations permit but not later than 
1 August direct her proceed via PEARL and West Coast to 
MERCURY where report CinCLant for onward movement to HAMPTON 
ROADS. Use minimum 2 escorts. Authorized curtail shakedown 
LantFlt destroyers as necessary to escort to MERCURY. Ship 
to bring all Martlets but only 6 TBF planes to East Coast. 
Advise recommended disposition U.S. Naval personnel now em¬ 
barked and estimated date arrival MERCURY. 

13 2137 CINCPAC to COMSOPAC Info COMSOWESPAC. COMINCH. CTF 72. COM- 
SUBPAC. 


XX 



This is most secret. Area defined my 102337 available to 
you from 1600 GCT July 14th. 

14 0406 COM 3RD FLEET to CINCPAC . 

In view damage to Ainsworth’s remaining 3 cruisers as well 
as necessity regunning his 2 U.S. cruisers all requiring 
Navy Yard repairs, request cruiser reenforcement. This is 
most secret. Because of losses and battle damage to 
destroyers request earliest arrival destroyers with training 
period while enroute. 

15 0005 CINCPAC to COMSOPAC. 

NASHVILLE departs West Coast for SoPac about August 5th. 
Your 140406. Will expedite departure DDs not escorts my 
130103 where practicable. 
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14 1300 ADM KINO to ADM NIMITZ Info ADM HALLEY, TOWERS . 

HiCom for Admiral Nimitz from Admiral King Info Halsey and 
Towers. Am advised by Sherman that early return of person¬ 
nel of carrier replacements groups 21 and 11 for rehabilita¬ 
tion and re-equipment is essential for contemplated Central 
Pacific operations no movement of aircraft being involved. 
Your 100227. These units were not included in PCS commit¬ 
ments to SoPac which will be maintained. Your 122121 and 
ComAirPac 130258 seem to provide adequate reinforcement for 
near future. Withdrawal of fighters from active positions 
for reorganization in SoPac appears to be a matter within 
Halsey’s control. I prefer not to request Army increase of 
allocations above commitments until and unless situation 
requires. 

19 0821 COM 7TH FLT to COMINCH Info CINCPAC, C0MS0PAC, MACARTTIUR . 

With forces committed in execution Phases 2 and 3 ELKT0N 
"PLAN destroyers normally assigned this fleet are inadequate 
to provide requisite protection for movement troops and 
vital supplies. Futhermore should enemy threaten to westward 
TORRES STRAIT at such time surfaces forces would not be 
available counter this move. Reouest 1 additional destroyer 
division be made available this fleet not later than 15 
August. Retention DesDiv 7 plus MUGFORD will meet require¬ 
ments. 


19 2349 COM 3RD FLT to CINCPAC Info COMINCH C0MS0WESPAC CINCSOWESPAC . 

Handle this as most secret. Com 7th Fleet 190821. SOLOMONS 
naval actions and situation to date have required constant 
use of destroyers without relief. Strain on destroyer per¬ 
sonnel coupled with battle damage approaching critical stage. 
Jap cruiser and destroyer strength now centering in RABAUL 
dash BUIN area. Consider urgent that destroyers in referen¬ 
ced dispatch be returned SoPac now 

20 0041 COM 3RD FLT to CINCPAC Info COMSUBPAC. CTF 72. COMSOWESPAC, 

CINCSOWESPAC. 

This is most secret. In view situation SOLOMONS consider 
most effective employment of submarines this command is now 
against supply and reenforcement to this area. Desire to 
cover routes south from TRUK and southeast from PELEW3 
employing a number of submarines in coordinated tactics 
along each route. Submarines this command have had some 
experience this type attack and are under training for same. 
Consider that 1 squadron of 12 submarines can effectively 
cover these routes employing Wolf Pac Tactics. Recommend 
that minimum of 12 submarines be assigned this command and 
that the desired employment be anproved. 
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21 0119 CINCPAC to COMSOPAC Info COMSUBPAC. CTF 72. COMSOWESPAC. 

Most secret. No additional submarines can be allocated you 
by SubPac without withdrawal from more productive area. 

Your 200041. Wolfpack tactics considered suitable only 
against very large slow convoys which do not exist in Pa¬ 
cific. SoWesPac is receiving 3 additional new subs within 
2 weeks. If additional operating areas desired south of 
PALAU TRUK line advise. 

20 2149 JOINT CHIEFS OP STAFF to CINCPAC OCEAN AREAS Info 
CINCSOWESPAC, COMSOPAC. 

This is very super secret. This is Joint Chiefs of Staff 
Directive. Part 1 of 3 parts of 20 2204. Tasks: Originate 
and train forces for amphibious operations in the ELLICE 
and GILBERT “roups and against NAURU.B. Occupy such islands 
and develop airfields and facilities thereon as required 
to support the operations required by C below. C. Capture 
j occupy, defend, and develop bases in the Gilbert Group 
V and NAURU. D. Undertake the preparation of outline plans 

for follow up operations to capture, occupy, defend, and 
develop bases In the MARSHALLS about 1 January, 1944, to 
be submitted, together with a detailed estimate of forces 
required, to the Joint Chiefs of Staff before 1 Seotember, 
1943. End of i>art 1. 


20 2157 JOINT CHIEFS OF STAFF to CINCPAC OCEAN AREAS Info 
CINCSOWESPAC, COMSOPAC. 

Extra secret. Part 2 of 20 2204. 2. Purposes: To support 
the operations in the South-Southwest A acific and BURMA 
area by extending the pressure on the Japanese. To improve 
the security of the lines of communication. To prepare 
to gain control of the MARSHALLS. To inflict losses on 
the enemy . Concept of operations: That combat operations 
for capture of defended bases will be mounted at FIJI or 
PEARL and that separate objectives will be seized by 
simultaneous attacks. Forces Available: A. Surface Forces, 
1 acific Fleet (tentative estimated requirements 5 BB, 70BB, 
V 6 CV, 4 CVL, 7 CVE, 8 CA, 4 ck, 66 DD) ; 18 APA, 9 AKA, and 

9 AP and other amphibious craft assigned to Central Pacific. 
B. Air Forces: Pacific Fleet Naval Aircraft exclusive of 
those assigned for employment in South ans Southwest ^acific 
areas, plus such units of the 7th Air Force as can be made 
available from the Hawaiian department, plus 1 Army heavy 
bomb group and 1 Army me ium Bomb grout) (including 2 
squadrons heavy and 2 squadrons medium withdrawn from 11th 
Air Force) will be available for these operations, end of 2. 

20 2204 Extra highly secret, ^art 3 of 20 2204. C Amphibious 

and Ground troops: 2nd Marine Division, and 1 Army Division 
to be designated later, 3 Marine Defense Battalions now in 

•J Samoa (To be relieved by Army Troops), 3 Army Aviation 
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20 2204 JOINT CHIEFS OF STAFF (Cont’d) 


Engineer or Construction Battalions and 1 Post Battalion 
5. Command as specified by Commander in Chief, Pacific 
Ocean Areas. 6. Target Date for Task C above, 15 November, 
1943, is contingent upon the feasibility of withdrawing 
certain Naval Forces from the North and South Pacific and 
assault shipping from the North Pacific, which will be 
determined by the Joint Chiefs of Staff as early as practic¬ 
able. 7. In preparing Plans for both operations, assume 
continuance of currently planned CARTWHEEL operations in 
South and Southwest Pacific and the Post-CARTWHEEL operations 
will be initiated about February, 1944 for the capture of 
WEWAK, MANUS and KAVIENG. 




22 2112 COMAIRPAC to CINCPAC Info C0MS0PAC . 

HiCom. Readiness for planned Central Pacific operations 
will require immediate return of 1 carrier replacement group 
early return of the other and also adherence to schedules for 
rotation of Marine squadrons which are designed to maintain 
numbers allocated by the JCS but not to increase them. Your 
220359 while I believe ComSoPac now needs and would make 
effective use of more squadrons than this will leave with 
him delays in return of squadrons from his area will inevit¬ 
ably incur corresponding delays in preparations for operations 
elsewhere. 


22 2230 COMSOPAC to CINCPAC Info COMINCH . 

HiCom. In view threat to our advanced position in SOLOMONS 
request WASHINGTON be sent to me prior release INDIANA. Your 
220009. Speed and firepower this type of battleship consider 
ed necessary S0PAC area until we can be reasonably certain of 
w stopping Jap reenforcement efforts NEW GEORGIA. 

23 0400 COM 3RD FLEET to CINCPAC. 

This is most secret. Present intention reorganize SoPac 
task forces on August 1st as follow: TF 14 Rear Admiral 
Sherman SARATOGA MASSACHUSETTS NORTH CAROLINA SAN JUAN SAN 
DIEGO DesRon 6 DesDiv 15 based at HAVANNAH. TF 19 Rear Ad¬ 
miral Merrill CruDiv 12 DesRon 23. TF 11 Rear Admiral Hill 
MARYLAND COLORADO CVE's DesRon 12 SELFRIDGE PATTERSON RALPH 
TALBOT. TF 11 and 19 base at ESPIRITU. Forces directly 
under Com 3rd Fleet designated TF 34. TG 34.1 DesRon 21 

v_/ and Task Group 34.2 DesRon 22 alternate between SOLOMONS 

Area and ESPIRITU. TG 34.3 SAMPSON WARRINGTON 6 DE on re¬ 
porting and TG 34.4 consisting 4 DM's and 4 large AM's as¬ 
signed as escorts. Propose assign ComSeronSoPac designation 
TF 36. Approval requested. 
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Joint Chiefs of Staff • 808149 

Tot ClnCRae Qeesn Arses 

Info* Cir>C3o“'**?ao 
CotSoFU* 

This is ftry super secret. Part 1 of 9 of 808804 . 
This is Joint Chiefs of Staff Directive* 


TA3S3 A. 


,. i riCtnate- and train forces for aaphlbloua operations 
in the ELLICE and OILSCBT Groups and against RAUBU. 


B. Occupy such Islands end develop airfields and facili¬ 
ties thereon as required to support the operations 
required by C. below. 

C. Capture, oooupy, defend, end develop bases in tbs 

OHJSiyw Oroup sad BAUHtJ. 

D. Ttadertake the preparation of outline p l s n s for fel¬ 
low up operations to capture, oooupy, defend and 
develop oases in the MARSHALLS about 1 January 1944, 
to be submitted, together with a detailed estioate 
of forces required, to the Joint Chiefs of staff 
before 1 September 1943. 

pgRfoaio 

To support the operations In the 3outh-Southeest Pa- 
olf le and BURMA Area by extending the pressure on the 
Japanese. 

To lnprove the security of the lines of oooramioetion, 
To prepare to gain control of the MARSHALLS. 

To infllot losses on the eneny. 

ccaoKPT or. oranATiom 

That oonbat operations for capture of defended bases 
will be noun ted st PiJ: andUWARL and that separate 6b- 
w jeetlves will be seised by sisskltsneous sttaoke. 



- 1 - 
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rosera mam. 


*• flBfifiMt f9T9tl| Faaifie Fleet (tentative es tima te d 
eetloatod requirements 5 BE. 7 OB®. 6 CV. 4 C7L. 7 
CV£, 0 CA, 4 CL, CC DD) 10 AFA, 9 ^SA, sod 9 AP ud 
otbftr anphibioua craft assigned to Control Peoifio. 

c « £jr...r«fltl< Facifio :*loot Boom Air© raft exclusive 
or those assigned for ecploynent In South and South- 
«o«t Pacific amt. pluo ouch units of the 7th Air Fore# 
M ooa bo node available from the Hawaiian Department, 
plus 1 Alter booty bewfc croup and 1 Array nsdlua bodb 
firoup (including 8 squadrons booty ond 8 squadrons 
awdiun withdrawn free 11th Air Faroo) will bo avail* 
oblo for those operations. 


c. 


coimas 


Wig? KSu Wsr& uff 

Defense Battalion* now in 3 AmoT(__ _ 

Aw troops), 8 Army st 1st ion engineer or construction 
battalions end 1 Port battalion. 


8ad Marine Division, 
ated later. 3 Marine 
(to be relieved by 


Aa specified by Ccnaander in Chief, Pacific Ooean Areas. 


Targot date for Took C above, Koveuber 16, 1946, is 
contingent upon the feasibility of withdrawing certain 
Satal forces frost the Borth and Couth Faclflo and assault 
shipping tram the Borth Pacific, which will be determined 
by the Joint Chiefs of staff as early as practicable* 

In preparing flan* for both operations, assuac a onti nuance 
of currently planned CA RTgiflii- TL operations in South and Southwest 
Pacino and the Frat-CAJfrwnrSL operations will be initiated about 
February 1944 for the oapturw of WESKAK, MABB3 end KAVIEBO. 
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23 2131 CINCPAC to COMSOPAC Info COMINCH. 

HiCom. Sail INDIANA as directed my 220009. Consideration 
being given to your request for WASHINGTON. Your 222230. 
Before reaching decision desire further information how you 
propose use new BB's to prevent enemy reenforcement reach¬ 
ing NEW GEORGIA. Indications received here are that Japs 
will not use heavy combatant ships to support movement of 
reenforcements into contested area. 

24 1558 COMINCH to CINCPAC. 

Super secret. High Command Agenda for next conference. 

1. Command and Staff Organization. 

2. Central Pacific Operations, Logistics and forces to be 
employed. 

3. Amphibious Organization, Troops and Training 

4. North Pacific; present plans; post-COTTAGE strategy and 
organization. 

5. Extent of development ADAK, ATTU, KISKA. 

6. Burma requirements from Pacific Fleet. 

7. Submarine warfare. 

8. Anti submarine warfare. 

9. Plans to reduce ship complements particularly carrier 
squadrons. 

10. Flag officer assignments. 

11. Transportation of enlisted personnel from West Coast 
to forward areas. 

12. Distribution of destroyers.^ 

Request copy of such CinCPac plans as may be ready. 

25 2007 CINCPAC to COMKORPAC . 

HiCom for VAdm Kinkaid only. Current directives from higher 
authority do not envisage large scale operations against 
HYPOCRITE from PHAETON after COTTAGE. Your opinion desired 
by dispatch on kind and scope operations profitable there¬ 
after with estimate number and types forces required. Base 
reply on 3 assumptions. (A) Operations essential to insure 
positive security whole PHAETON Area. (B) Diversions and 
attrition against HYPOCRITE from Aleutian bases. (C) Op¬ 
erations limited only by capacity same bases against HYPO¬ 
CRITE. Para. This is brief myser 00117 in mail. 
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■ SECRET - PR I ORITY 


A A WAR 220200Z WTO WTJ 7/VJN 


WASHINGTON DC 



5587 - 21st Immediately following CARTWHEEL most feasible 

operations now appear to be the isolation of RABAUL by the seizure 
of KAVIENG and MANUS ISLAND and an operation to capture WEWAK paren 
To MacArthur signed Marshall Information copies to Richardson to 
pass to Nlmltz cma "Honuon to pass to lialsey paren for reTer 

to Uavy message number two naught two two naught four (202204) 
dated twenty July. If you concur in this conception cma outline 
plans to cover these operations together with a detailed estimate 
of forces required cma including Naval Forces cma are desired before 
one September for Joint Chiefs of Staff to consider. 


SECRET - PRIORITY 


A WTO 260210 


BRISBANE AUSTRALIA 


06642 26th Story following has been sent paren Richardson pass to 
Nlmltz, Harmon pass to Halsey for Information paren To General Mar¬ 
shall in reply paren Xrav Charlie Five Four Four Nine To ComGenSoPac 
and CG Hawaii from MacArthur paren His Five Nine Seven Two Twenty 
First quote Suggestion contained in your Five Nine Seven Two Twenty 
First contemplating capture of WEWAK prior to RABAUL would involve 
hazards rendering suooess doubtful stop Our plans for operations 
along North Coast of NEW GUINEA do not repeat not oomtemplate original 
amphibious move directly against WEWAK because of its heavy garrison 
and other difficulties but rather it3 initial isolation by capture 
of the comparatively lightly held locality west of WEWAK and the 
advance of our bomber line resulting from CARTWHEEL stop Outline of 
this plan and estimate of foroes will be forwarded to you shortly 
stop This operation is certain to be opposed by hostile Naval elements 
in full force end consequently must be supported by our major fleet 
units stop these are now based at ESPIRITU SANTO and NOUMEA cma too 
remote from the scene of action to permit of necessary support stop 
An adequate forward naval base must be provided which can not rpt 
not be met in ®3W GUINEA because hazards of VITIAX STRAIT would 
force major elements to sortie from SOLOMON SEA by route eastward 
of NEW BRITAIN thus involving excessive distances stop From point 
of view of physical characteristics and strategic location RABAUL 
is the only locality which lends itself to the development of such 

_ J a base and in consequence its oapture is a prerequisite to a move 

in force along the North Coast of NEW GUINEA stop It will also 
provide the facilities necessary for fleet support for subsequent 
operations 
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25 1735 COMINCH to CINCLANT Info CINCPAC. 


This is sealed. '.Vhen ready earliest practicable dates 
after arrival US direct SOUTH DAKOTA ALABAMA and COMCRUDIV 
13 in BIRMINGHAM proceed CANAL ZONE report CinCPac for 
duty. Advise estimated dates arrival CANAL ZONE. 

27 0455 CINCPAC fro COMSOPAC Info COMINCH. CO SAMOA . 

HiCom. To execute Task B of JCS 202204 (Not addressed to CG 
SAMOA) I intend to ocoupy, defend, and construct air fields 
for bombers and fighters on NUKUFETAU and NANOMEA. Target 
Date completion this operation 15 October 1943. Para. 

Purpose is to support further moves toward MARSHALLS. Para. 

CG SAMOA will have direct command of operations under CinCPac 
to permit you to devote your entire time and effort to CART¬ 
WHEEL but I desire that you support ELLICE ISLAND operation 
in every way practicable without prejudice to CARTWHEEL. 

Para. Present forces in SAMOAN-ELLICE ISLANDS will be moved 
only as directed by CinCPac. Current plan is to employ 7th 
Defense Battalion now at UPOLO, 2nd Airdrome Battalion now 
at PEARL an d SAM OAN aircraft reinforced from HAWAII for de¬ 
fense at NUKUFETAU and NANOMEA and 2nd CB now in SAMOA re¬ 
inforced and reequipped from PEARL plus 16th CB now at PEARL 
for airfield construction. Expect troops and SeaBees from 
PEARL will arrive SAMOAN-ELLICE area about 22 August. Para. 

U Except for temporary loan 2 LST and 6 LCT to be subject of 

later dispatch and assistance in moving 2nd MarDiv to NANDI 
do not expect any other withdrawal of ships from you. 



w' 
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27 2310 COMINCH to CINCPAC. 

HI Coin utmost secret . Early decision needed on your 
plans for use of 6 APA 2 AKA East Coast to Pacific 
destination my 241237. Several proposals are at 
hand 

(A) Army can use half lift and cargo East Coast to 
Pearl. Marines can fill part with 3000 officers and 
men 4th Marine Division East Coast to San Diego. 

(B) Army can use all troop lift and cargo East 
Coast to South Pacific. 

(C) Use all for troop lift and cargo East to West 
Coast then lift capacity of 6 th Army Division West 
Coast to Pearl . 6 th Army Division is scheduled to 
relieve 27th Army Division which is tentatively 1 
designated in Cominch 202204. 

(D) Lift 2nd Marine Division replacements West Coast 
to training and mounting area if required. Request 
your recommendation and plan 


28 1941 CINCPAC to CG SAMOA Info COMINCH. COMSOPAC. COMSQWESPAC. 

v 

This is very super secret. This is CinCPac directive 
to ComGen Samoa tasks (A) occupy and defend NUKUFETAU 
and NANOMEA in ELLICE ISLANDS at earliest practicable 
date . (B) Construct 9 b each island airfield for 
fighters and heavy bobbers. Para. Purpose. To sup¬ 
port further moves .toward MARSHALLS. Para. Forces. 

7th Defense Battalion, 2nd Airdrome Battalion, 2nd 
and 16th Construction Battalions,- Samoan aircraft 
reinforced, surface forces as assigned by CinCPac. 

Para. Target date for completion of airfields and 
defenses 15 October 1943 


28 2135 CINCPAC to COMINCH 


HiCom. Your 272310. Recommend maximum troop lift and 
cargo East Coast to West Coast incluidng 4th MarDiv 
that move. Then lift 6 th Army Division West Coast 
to Pearl. Subsequent employment to be decided later. 
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28 1941 CINCPAC to COMINCH 




HiCom. Your 272310. Recommend 
cargo East Coast to West Coast I 
move. Then lift 6th Army Divisi 
Subsequent employment to be deci 



roop lift and 
4th Mardiv that 


st to Pearl. 


28 1941 CINCPAC to CG SAMOA Info COMINCH. COMSOPAC, COMSOWESPAC. 

This is very super secret. This is CinCPac directive to 


ComGen Samoa tasks (A) occupy and defend NUKUFETAU and 
NANOMEA in ELLICE ISLANDS at t practicable date. 
(B) Construct on each island d for fighters and 



heavy bombers. Para. Purpoie' 


support further moves 


toward MARSHALLS. Para. Forces. 7th Defense Battalion, 

2nd Airdrome Eattalion, 2nd and 16th Construction Battal¬ 
ions, Samoan aircraft reinforced, surface forces as assign¬ 
ed by CinCPac. Para. Target date for completion of air¬ 
fields and defenses 15 October 1943. 


29 1850 COMWESTSEAFRON to COMNORPAC. COMNORWESTSEAFRON Info CONINCK, 

CINCPAC . 

Most secret arriving CHOP 31st Point T 0600 GCT August 4 
PORRIDGE 5th TG 51.2 ZEILEN HARRIS J. FRANKLIN BELL DOYEN 
THUBAN escorted by BUSH BEALE AMMEN MULLANY PRUITT SICARD. 
QPA 13. Sailed SanFran 1400 GCT 29th. Knots 15 via P 
37-58 126055 Q 43-12 136-50 R 47-35 150-25 S 49-54 161-01 
T 50-33 169-50. 

30 0250 COMGEN SAMOA to MARCORPS Info CINCPAC. 


Following personnel required. HiCom. Urdis 211839 and 
231550. Part 1 or 2 parts . 2nd Defense Battalion none. 
7th Defense Bn 254. 8th Defense Bn 134. 22nd Marines 
Rein 1119. Total shortage 1507. Estimated number avail¬ 
able for replacement from 2nd Battalion and Special Ser¬ 
vice troops Third MarBrig if authorized 540. Total needed 
to bring units to strength 967. 5th Garrison Detachment 
included above figures. Other garrison detachments cannot 
be considered available as they will be required to fill 
normal attrition losses 


30 0259 Total enlisted in area by island including 19th Replace¬ 


ment Battalion and Aviation Units. Part 2 of ComGen Samoas 
HiCon 300250 . Tutuila 4183. Upolu 1931. Wallis 2134. 
Funafuti 1408. Base Depot on Tutuila and Funafuti garrisons 
are only organizations showing appreciable overages. Base 
Depot overage is performing duties of service and transporta¬ 
tion companies for island and area. While units not au¬ 
thorized work must be done. Garrison Funafuti increased 
342 men with approval higher authority. This necessary to 
man additional weapons furnished by CinCPac. Equipment 
report being sent air mail. 
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30 2157 COMINCH to CINCPAC . 

My 202204 paragraph 5 C. 27th Division has been designated 
by Army. 

31 0052 COMSOPAC to CG SOPAC. CO NEW OH CHOI A, COMAIRSOPAC. CTF 31 etc. 

Handle as most secret. ComSoPac 110421. Cancel ComSoPac 
110421. Cancel any part of ComSoPac 090502 which conflicts 
with following: Change ComSoPac OpPlan 14-43 Para 2 to read 
"At the first favorable opportunity and on orders from Com¬ 
SoPac, capture JACONET, destroy enemy garrison, construct 
thereon airfields as directed by ComSoPac". Add Paragraph 
2 C. "Upon order of ComSoPac seize VELLA LAVELLA and/or 
such other island as may at the time be designated and con¬ 
struct thereon an airfield. In order to prepare for further 
operations up the ARTHRITIS." 

01 1359 CTNCLANT to CINCPAC Info CCMINCH . 

This is very secret HiCom. Estimate BIRMINGHAM 1 destroyer 
A.LABAMA, SOUTH DAKOTA each with 2 destroyers arrive CANAL 
ZONE about August 24. Cominch 251735. Dates may be antici¬ 
pated depending unon oossibility reduction yard availability 
details not known. Destroyers will probably be BURNS BULLARD 
MURRAY HUDSON BELL. 

25 2209 CINCPAC to COMSOPAC Info COMINCH 

This Is HiCom. JCS 202204. Early movement of 2nd MARDIV 
to NANDI required. Advise (A) when can accomodations be 
made available for that division there (B) earliest poss¬ 
ible date division can move from NEW ZEALAND (C) total 
shipoing required for move and amount of total you can 
supply. 

03 0915 COMNPRPAC to CINCPAC, COMGEN WDC Info COMINCH 

HiCom. Utmost secret. Headquarters COMPHIBPAC COMGEN 
ATP 9 established ashore PORRIDGE. All COTTAGE landing 
force units are in PHAEMON staging areas except 87th 
Infantry in APA's now enroute and due arrive evening 
August 4. In order adhere plan to allow Q7th 2 weeks 
familiarization training and complete rehearsal landings 
about August 24 considered earliest practicable D day and 
this date has been 3et. 
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No« C-4369 31 July 1943 NCR 13706 . MACARTHUR to CHIEF OF STAFF WAR DEPARTMENT, 


Complete and thorough Integration of ground air and naval headquarters with 
General Headquarters replying your 6138 27th is the method followed with 
marked success in the Southwest Pacific Area rather than the assembly of ap¬ 
proximately equal numbers of offioers from those components into General 
Headquarters Staff. (C-4369 to Chief of Staff War Department from GHQ SWPA 
signed MAC ARTHUR). Land forces air forces and naval foroeB each operate 
under a ooramander with completely organized staff. Naval and air commanders 
and staffs are in the same building with General Headquarters and land com¬ 
mander and staff are nearby. These commanders confer frequently with the Com¬ 
mander in Chief and principal members of this staff and in addition to oomplete 
functions as commanders operate in effect as a planning staff to the Commander 
in Chief. When operating in forward areas the seme condition obtains. Air 
offioers and naval officers are detailed as members of General Headquarters 
Staff and function both in planning and operations on exactly the same basis 
aB army officers similarly detailed. The problem in this area is complicated 
by the fact that it is an Allied effort and Australian and Dutch Army Navy 
and Air officers have been similarly assigned. The personal relationships 
established and the physical location of land air and naval headquarters at 
General Headquarters make possible a oonstant daily participation of the staffs 
in all details of planning and operations. Every member of General Headquarters 
from the Commander in Chief down is in intimate daily oontaot with appropriate 
members of the 3 lower headquarters. GHQ is in spirit a General Headquarters 
planning and executing operations each of which demand effective combinations 
of land sea and air forces and has successfully developed an attitude that is 
without service bias. It must be understood in contemplating such an organi¬ 
sation that although the physical location and staff procedures of all 4 ele¬ 
ments are of the utmost importance it is the indomitable determination that 
General Headquarters shall aot as such rather than as the Headquarters of a 
single servioe that will produoe the unanimity of action and singleness of 
purpose that for the successful conduct of combined operations is essential. 

No. W-6285 1 August 1943 . EISENHOWER to MARSHALL . 

Interim report on the organization of Allied Force Headquarters follows. 

For General Marshall from Eisenhower cite FHCOS. Reference your 3465 of 27 
July. 

A, Conmand, General Eisenhower occupies a dual oapaoity as Commander in 
Chief Allied Forces and American Theater Commander. He exercises his command 
functions as followsc 

(1) With Navy (Royal Navy and United States Navy) through the Commander 
in Chief Mediterranean. 

(2) With air (Royal Air Force and American Air Force) through Commander 
in Chief Mediterranean Air Command. 

(3) With ground forces and task forces through General Staff AFHQ. 

B, Coordination between Army, Navy and Air is effected as follows* 

(1) Heads of major Staff Divisions of FHQ exercise general coordination 
and supervision over corresponding Staff Divisions of Naval and Air Staffs. 

(2) A Joint Planning Staff composed of representatives from the Planning 
Staffs of AFHQ, and Naval and Air Staffs functions as a supporting agency of G-3 
AFHQ, The organization, membership and duties of this Planning Staff parallel 
closely those of the Joint Planning Staff in the Combined Chiefs of Staff organi¬ 
zation except that its recommendations are processed through G-3 AFHQ to the 
Commander in Chief Allied Forces. 
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No. W-6285 1 August 1943. EISENHOWER to MARSHALL. -Continued- 


(3) The Chief of Staff AFHQ presides at a Chief of Staffs Conference 
with the air and naval Chiefs of Staff, G-2 and G-3 which sits every morning. 

This is strictly a tactical conference for the coordination of air, naval and 
ground power and particularly to coordinate the employment of the strategic 
air forces under the policies outlined by the Commander in Chief. 

C, Organization and Procedure. 

(l) General Staff AFHQ. The War Department General Staff organization 
and procedure is the basis for the organization and procedufe used in AFHQ. 
Modifications to meet conditions peculiar to this theater have bben made and 
certain modifications will be necessary in any other theater where Allied forces 
operate. The principal modifications in this theater arei 

The Chief of Staff is assisted by 2 deputies, 1 Deputy Chief of Staff 
is charged with the general coordination of tactical matters, that is with G-2 
and G-3 functions. The other Deputy Chief of Staff (chief administrative officer) 
is charged with the coordination of supply matters. Under him function G-l 
and G-4 (Combined British and Araerioan). As the Supply Deputy is also the British 
chief administrative officer he is charged with the administration of British 
personnel and in this capaoity deals directly with the War Office. Special 
Staff Sections operating directly under the Chief of Staff have been organized 
to handle military government, French rearmament and other special problems. 

Coordination between Army, Navy and Air is effected through the medium 
of the Joint Planning Staff previously mentioned and through the Staffs of 
the Commander in Chief Mediterranean, the Commander in Chief Mediterranean 
Air Command, the General Staff AFHQ, and Staffs of task forces for operations. 

D, Personnel. Throughout the General Staff AFHQ both British and American 
Staff Offioers are integrated with the principal sections and subsections so 
that, in general the principal sections will be composed of both British and 
American officers. In those subsections where specialized knowledge of organi¬ 
zation, technique, and procedure is necessary the selection of personnel, 

British or American is made from the best qualified source without regard to 
Nationality of rank and without regard to maintaining an equal division of 
nationalities. In those sections which deal with administrative and supply 
matters it is necessary to some extent to duplicate personnel and to parallel 
functions since the American channel goes back to Washington and the British 
channel to London. 

E, American Theater functions. The Commander in Chief exercises his functions 
as Theater Commander through the Deputy Theater Commander NATOUSA. NATOUSA 

handles purely Amerioan personnel, supply and disciplinary matters and in this 
sense parallels the functions of the British Chief Administrative Officer 
mentioned above. No sig. 


No. 6138 CM-0UT-10478 (26 July 43) 2338. NCR 13704. For MACARTHUR from MARSHALL. 


Under consideration is formation of complete Joint Army-Navy Staff for Com¬ 
mander in Chief, Paoific as Theater Commander of Central and South Pacifio 
Areas (For MACARTHUR from MARSHALL). To assist in study as to appropriate group¬ 
ings, desire you submit with least practicable delay by radio full data as to 
integration of Army, Navy and Air Staff personnel in your planning and operational 
staffs, to inolude such Allied personnel as are currently assigned these staffs. 
Similar information being requested from other theatres having comparable or simi¬ 
lar Joint Staff organizations. Further request your radio reply be followed by 
dispatch of organizational chart to amplify and clarify information requested 
herein. 17 8 C 






3 August 1943 » 

No, 3465 CM-OUT 10477 NCR 13705. For EISENHOWER from MARSHALL cite FHGCT . 

Currently being considered is organization of a complete operational 
Joint Army-Navy Staff for the Commander in Chief* Pacific as theater commander 
for Central and South Pacific Areas (for EISENHOWER from MARSHALL cite FHGCT.). 

With the least practicable delay desire you submit by radio in detail full 
data as to the integration of Army, Navy and Air Staff personnel in your planning 
and operational staffs. This should include such Allied personnel who function 
as members of these staffs. Request your reply by radio be amplified and clari¬ 
fied by dispatch of organisational chart with least practicable delay. Above 
information iB also being requested from other theaters where oomparable or 
similar Joint Staff organisations exist. 
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■ SEC RE T - 


August (got ) DECLASSIFIED 

03 2211 CINCPAC to COMNORPAC Info COMINCH COMGEN 7/DC . 

IliCom. Target Date your 030915 is from my point of view 
unacceptable because it delays other operations in Pacific 
Theatre and does not meet Target Date CinCPac 292240 May. 

It apnears that only reason for delay is to give 87th In¬ 
fantry additional training while all other forces mark time. 
Comment. 

04 0708 COM 3PD FLT to CINCPAC Info C0MAIRS0PAC & ADM . 

Based on the assumotion that Central Pacific Forces will be 
operating soon in vicinity of FUNAFUTI under your command 
the following proposals submitted for consideration in order 
to avoid confusion and congestion. A. Control of search and 
reconnaissance out of FUNAFUTI to be assigned Central Pacific 
in order obtain proper coordination between strike and search 
operations. B. Establish dividing line between the two air 
operating areas. Suggest Area north and east of NAURU-WALLIS 
Line extended to 15 deg 3outh thence due east to 110 deg west 
plus area within 150 mile radius of FUNAFUTI and WALLIS be 
Central Pacific responsibility. C. Logistic support and 
ground forces for air operations be assigned by Central Pa¬ 
cific. D. VB 137 SoPac Squadron now operating FUNAFUTI be 
reassigned Central Pacific for FUNAFUTI searches. 6 Catalinas 
now operating that base be relieved by 6 Cats from Central 
Pacific. These Cats necessary in SoPac Area. 

03 2125 CINCPAC to COM INCH Info COMSERVPAC C0?.~ SERVE AC SUBCOM . 

For first phase Joint Operations Central Pacific there exists 
shortage small landing craft for ship shore moves. To assist 
meeting needs request you obtain release from Army to CinCPac 
for immediate shipment from SAN FRANCISCO to HAEMATITE twenty 
DUKW paren General Motors Amphibious Trucks paren. Understand 
fifty now available and craft in mass production West Coast. 

05 0432 COM 3RD FLT to CINCSOWSSPAC Info CINCPAC COMINCH C0M30WESPAC . 

This is most secret. Concur in ultimate transfer four subma¬ 
rines from TF 72 to TF 71 but in view imminent heavy concentra¬ 
tion Jap naval strength in TRUK-RABAUL area I strongly recom¬ 
mend that redistribution be deferred. Submarines constitute 
most reliable means of obtaining information in an area fre¬ 
quently denied to air search by weather and lack of fighter 
protection. Proposed transfer would result in net loss of two 
submarines normally at sea in effective areas and such reduc¬ 
tion deemed unwise while enemy intention as to use of powerful 
naval reinforcements is obscure. Submarine must also be used 
to land reconnaissance parties this month preliminary to ap¬ 
proved plans for advance. Para. I recognize that offensive 
submarine efforts have been less profitable recently in this 
area than the hunting grounds of TF 71 and at earliest moment 
consistent with security and status of hunting grounds I 
intend to effectuate proposed redistribution if you approve 
my present recommendation to defer transfer. 1782 
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/*N August (GCT ) 

to 

05 0931 COMHCRPAC to CINCPAC Info COM INCH CGNDC C-G ATF 9 COMPHIBPAC etc . 

ComNorPac replies specifically to CinCPac 032211 with an utmost 
secret HiCom. D-Day can be set for August 15, contingent upon 
scheduled arrival 11-12 August of 2 cargo ships bringing es¬ 
sential troop ammunition and equipment. This advance of 9 days 
in D-Day necessitates cancellation of planned exercises repre¬ 
senting first opportunity for rehearsal of COTTAGE landings 
which involve diversified types shins and landing craft at 
same beaches. With arrival of 10 LCIL’s about 7 August these 
ships of various types will be assembled for first time. 

Further training of Army commanders with their troop elements 
in specific tasks for COTTAGE is desirable. Any postponement 
of D-Day beyond 15 August, consistent with plan for coordination 
COTTAGE with other Pacific Operations, could be fully utilized 
for the above purposes and for highly desirable additional 
familiarization training on ALEUTIAN terrain. 

05 0110 COMNORPAC to CINCPAC Info COLINCH CG WDC, CG ADC . 

This is HiCom. D Day can and will be advanced. Upon return 
Corlett ADAK this evening specific reply will be made to CinC¬ 
Pac 032211. Date in My 030915 was set in accordance landing 
force training and logistic schedules which were based upon 
approved overall plan, ComNorPac secret serial 0443 of 19 June 
paragraph 6 B. 

05 1913 COMINCH to CINCPAC Info COM 3RD FLT COMAIRPAC C0MAIRS0PAC etc. 

This is HiCom. Com 3rd Fit 040242 to CinCPac. If excess 
fighter aircraft are on hand in SoPac regulate future ship¬ 
ments accordingly since fighter planes urgently required in 
training establishments and for forming new units in continen¬ 
tal United States. Impractical divert fighters for formationa d 
and support additional NEW ZEALAND squadrons above present 
commitments. 


05 2217 CINCPAC to COMGENHAWDEPT Info COMHAWSEAFRON C0MINCH 


This is most secret. Make oreparations to occupy and defend 
BAKER ISLAND, construct airfield. Initial landing about 25 
August and completion by 15 September. Naval Forces will cover 
by air and surface until defenses ready. Shipping tentatively 
available 1 AP, 1 AK, 1 LSD. 

05 2255 CINCPAC to COMNORPAC Info CGI.:INCH . 

HiCom. Important that prescribed D day be met unless weather 
or other unavoidable circumstance requires postponement. Com¬ 
NorPac 050931. Wour judgment after consultation with De'.Vitt 
and other concerned will be relied upon. If state of readiness 
of participating units is such that success of operations will 
be jeopardized unless date is postponed so advise me. 
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August (GCT) 

06 0159 CINCPAC to COMINCH Info COMGEN SAMOA . 

HiCom, Reference JCS 202149 July expect to employ 2nd and 
Bth Defense Battalions now at TUTU I LA and WALLIS about 1 Nov. 
Then can relief be expected. These units must be relieved 
at an early date to permit necessary preparation for embarka¬ 
tion. 





06 0341 CINCPAC to COLINCH . 

Utmost .ecret for Admiral King only. Request you promulgate 
as early as practicable changes agreed unon last conference 
regarding amphibious Corp. PacFlt, Amphibious Force PacFlt 
and.establishment of the Amphibious Training Command PacFlt 
Desire to place Amphibious Training Command under operational 
control of Turner at earliest date. 


06 1945 CINCPAC to COMINCH 

Believe substantial benefit will accrue if we can supply 
guerillas in Philippines with arms and ammunition on in- 

scale * Suggest effort be made to fit out BARRACUDA 
BASS BONITA for this employment. 


06 2221 gjJCPAC to COMINCII Info COMGEN S/-MQ& CONPHIBPAC REAR 
ECHELON. COM 15. —---- 

riiCom. Urdis 032202 desire 5 LCT delivered HAEMETITE by 
5 SoPac LST as proposed. Regarding ASHLAND will execute 
my dispatch 050045* This includes consideration your dis¬ 
patch 052131. Plan to remove LCT’s from Div 15 LST on 
Test Coast and transport to HAEMETITE possibly in LSD 2. 


06 19/f0 IJCK PPNA V to COM JL5_, COM 11 Info to COMTRGRPHIBPACFLT. 

°c lk K LA• C(?M * ROftpH *. ioM^E RVLANT. 


6 APA’s CALVERT. Hifcom. MONROVIA, NEVILLE, W.P. BIDDLE 
HARR Tr LEE, LEONARD m 00D, Also 2 AKA’s ALCYONE, BELLATRIX* 
will depart Norfolk 24 August ETA CANAL ZONE 30 August, then 
renort for duty CINCPAC and proceed to SAN DIEGO. 25th 
Marines 225 officers 3100 men will embark Norfolk in first 
3 APA’s and 10 officers 500 men will embard GUANTANAMO in 
BIDDLE all for SAN DIEGO. Marine equipment loaded in 2 
AKA s # Arrange with ComCen Canal Zone for embarkation of 
AKA’s personnel consisting of 222 officers 3888 enlisted 
for passage Canal Zone to LOS ANGELES. Following spaces 
available for Army personnel. ALCYONE 6 officers 225 men. 
BELLATRIX 14 officers 53 men. LEONARD WOOD 113 officers 
1B67 men. HARR V LEE 35 officers 928 men. W.P. BIDDLE 47 
officers 749 men. Total spaces for 214 officers 3822 men 
leaving balance Army personnel 66 enlisted to be assigned 
spaces on remaining ships. 
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August (GOT) 

06 1940 CNO to CINCPAC Info ARMY GHQ,. SERVPAC STJBCOM. COMSOPAC, etc . 

HiCora. 20 DUKW’s requested in your 032125 now available 
from 100 scheduled August shipment Army forces SOPAC in 2 
organized transport companies. Recommend your diversion to 
Central Pacific from SOPAC allocation. If you do not have 
trained personnel recommend further diversion of necessary 
Army complement as an organizational unit. Army concurs 
will replace for SOPAC early September. Information on 
your action requested. Para. Army states all DUKW produc¬ 
tion until early September allocated active areas schedule 
approved munitions assignments board. Request despatch 
estimate any possible additional requirements Central Pacific 
Operations through 1944. Tentative allocation production 
through January 1944 includes 150 for Army Forces SOPAC 
additional to 50 in area now and 100 scheduled August. 

08 0145 CINCPAC to COMGEN SAMOA Info C0MS0PAC CGHAWDBPT CGSOPAC. 





Request your estimate of Army Forces required to relieve 
22nd Marines reinforced, 2nd, 7th and 8th Defense Battalions. 
Headquarters and service troops connected with above units. 
Taking into consideration the fact that after contemplated 
operations SAMOA will be a rear area and its defenses should 
be materially reduced. 

08 2049 CINCPAC to CNO. SERVPAC STIBC0M Info ARMY GHQ, 0PD, C0MS0PAC 
COMSERVpAC .--- 

ServPac SubCom effect diversion including personnel CNO 
061940 for earliest possible delivery HA.EMETITE. Tentatively 
estimate 100 additional Central Pacific by 1 December 1943 
with probable large additions if first 20 demonstrate useful¬ 
ness operations Deculiar to Central Pacific Area. 

06 2105 COMINCH to CINCPAC Info COMSOPAC RICHARDSON HARMON . 

HiCom. Ur 060159. You are authorized to redispose Army 
forces now available in the Central and South Pacific Areas 
to accomplish the relief, when necessary, of the following 
Marine units: 

1 Marine Regiment reinforced (22nd Marines) 

4 Defense Battalions (1st, 2nd, 7th and 8th) 

1 Marine Fighter Squadron (PALMYRA) 

Marine headquarters and service troops connected with 
above units. 

Redistribution under above authority is not to create a 
requirement for additional units over and above those cur¬ 
rently allocated including forces set-up by CominCh 202204. 

CoS Army concurs. Pass to Richardson and Harmon. 
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AUGUST (GOT) 




EH 4907/6th RICHARDS O'! to GENERAL MARSHALL. 







Have beer, directed by CinCPac to build a bomber strip on BAKER ISLAND 
with Amy forces from which to operate long range photo TT '«phic and 
bombing missions covering the GILBERT and MARSHALL*ISLANDS cma The 
strip to be built and defended by troops of this command pd I have 
agreed to do so pending approval by the War Department pdThis will 
necessitate the movement of the following to 3AKER colon paren From 
Richardson for General Marshalls eyes alone paren Two dash Able Able 
gun batteries cma Ninety Mike Mike semicolon Two dash Able Able auto¬ 
matic weapons batteries paren Sixteen thirty seven Mike >like comma 
Sixteen fifty caliber machine guns paren semicolon One dash Able Able 
searchlight platoon semicolon One dash Medical detachment semicolon 
One dash Ordnance detachment semicolon One dash Signal detachment semi¬ 
colon One dash Hq and Hq detachment semicolon One dash Airbase squadron 
paren including aviation ordnance cma communication cma and Sai] 

Charlie Roger two seven Zero Radar personnel paren semicolon One dash 
fighter squadron paren Nineteen airplanes paren semicolon One dash 
Engineer battalion paren Aviation paren nren Ndte colon This engineer 
battn]ion will construct airfield and be withdrawn approximately five 
days after initial landing is made leaving only maintenance detachment 
paren para All units will be reduced to minimum strength consistent 
with operations to be performed para It v/ill be necessary for me to 
draw all of these units ^rom the OAHU garrison as time is a factor 
period I request authority to replace from CHRISTMAS ISLAND so much 
of these troops and armament as is deemed essential after a more de¬ 
tailed study para In view of the future operations which are to take 
place in this theater I recommend that I be given a directive as fol¬ 
lows colon paren Able paren Authority to utilise such troops as are 
under my command for the prosecution of the future operations by agree¬ 
ment with CinCPac where time is essential cma always of course notify¬ 
ing you immediately of contemplated plans pd At present as I understand 
my authority the War Department has fixed the garrisons of CANTON and 
CHRISTMAS and expects to be consulted before any permanent shifts of 
troops and armament are made paren Baker paren That I be designated as 
commander of all Army forces comma Ground and air comma in the Central 
Pacific period CinCrae has suggested that this designation be made cma 
in which I concur cma so that Army troops used in the forthcoming op¬ 
erations v/ill have a commander toward whom they can look for supply cma 
Administration cma and assistance pd I believe that such a designation 
is highly desirable para Ac soon as the units have been selected for 
the BAKFR bperation I v/ill radio their designation. 
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August (GCT ) 

09 1806 SUBCOMSERVPAC to V G NO Info CINCPAC, COMSERVPAC . 

HiCom. If you will negotiate transfer to originator 20 of 
Army amphibious trucks mentioned My 041716, can deliver 
them at HAEMATITE not later than September 12 which date 
is satisfactory to CinCPac. Trucks will be accompanied 
by 3 technicians from General Motors Corporation and opera¬ 
ted by personnel now at HAEMETITE. This arrangement also 
satisfactory to Cin CPac. If this proposal approved request 
you arrange with BuPers to authorize passage of the 3 
technicians. All other details this movement can be handled 
here. This takes into consideration your 061940 but is be¬ 
lieved best procedure to meet "Earliest possible delivery" 
requirement of CinCPac’s 082049. 


O 



09 1940 COMGEN .SAMOA to CINCPAC Info C0MS0PAC CGHD, CG SOPAC . 

Estimate following adequate UrDis 080145. First of 2 HiComs 
from CG SAMOA to CinCPac. A TUTUILA to be defended by 
present harbor defense group, not integral part 2nd Defense 
Bn, consisting of 3 batteries 3 inch AA. 2 batteries coast 
/ artillery and 24 machine guns 26 officers 490 enlisted, 

plus SAMOAN Reserve Bn of 500 men and Naval and Marine 
personnel of Naval Station and Base Depot. B UP0LU and 
SAVAII. Artillery unit to man 1 battery heavy AA. 6 40mm 
guns. 6 20mm guns. 1 battery 155mm guns. 





This is Part 2 My HiCom 091940 . C WALLIS. Artillery unit 
to man 3 batteries Heavy AA. 6 40mm guns. 6 20mm guns. 

1 battery 155mm guns. Detachments special and service 
troops as required to be added to garrisons on UP0LU and 
WALLIS. 1 Regiment infantry now in area to maintained at 
strength not below 2 effective battalions considered ade¬ 
quate for infantry components of Islands mentioned. 


10 0357 C0MS0PAC to COMDT MARCORP3 Info COMINCH, CINCPAC . 


Recommend that Lt.Gen Alexander A. Vandegrift be relieved 
by Maj.Gen. Charles D. Barrett on 15 September 1943. This 
is most secret HiCom. 

10 0615 C0MN0HPAC to CINCPAC. COMINCH . 


HiCom. D-Day for COTTAGE Operation has been set for August 
15th. 
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August (GCT ) 

07 1538 COT/INCH to CINC?AC. 



declassified 


as amended 


Handle with utmost secrecy. Admiral King sends HiCom to 
Admiral Nimitz for his personal opinion as to recommendations 
in CinCPac 061945 inviting attention to fact^ that submarines 
concerned have had main engines removed and £u«i^of auxiliaries 
which have not improved with age that diving time is same as 
in past and that oil leaks are as abundant as always. 


10 0112 C0MS0PAC to CINCPAC CINC50WESPAC Info CG SCPAC CTF 31 COMINCH . 

Plan to occupy VELLA LAVELLA for purpose of constructing air¬ 
field and denial of reinforcement and supply of enemy forces 
K0LOMBANGARA and NEW GEORCIA. Target date 15 August. Ground 
forces to be employed 35 th Combat Team, 4th Marine Defense 
Battalion. This is most secret. Construction personnel ini¬ 
tially 58 th CB. No APA or AKA involved in movement plan. 
ComTaskFor 31 in command. 

10 2215 CINCPAC to C0MN0RPAC Info COMPHIBPAC REAR ECHELON . 

HiCom. Other Pacific Operations require early release after 
COTTAGE all AmphibforPac APAs, AKAs, LSTs. Such ships as 
can be made ready by appropriate shifts of equipment and per¬ 
sonnel would be sailed PEARL direct for immediate employment. 
Those needing reequipping would, be sailed via west Coast to 
a South Pacific destination. For planning purposes request 
your estimate date release these ships. 

11 0631 CINCPAC to COMINCH 


Utmost secret. Your 071538. My 061945 was based on belief 
that in Y class we have 3 large hulls not performing useful 
service and on need for submarines which can perform intel¬ 
ligence and commando suoply services without diversion of 
Fleet submarines from profitable fields of tonnage destruction. 
I understood that purpose of conversion this class was to 
fulfil such needs. Am aware of present unsatisfactory features 
of their alterations. In my opinion proper conversion of 
these ships requires the following: Power plant in main 
engine room similar to NARWHAL, cruising speed about 12 knots, 
auxiliary charging engine, large capacity batteries, cruising 
radius about 9000 miles, no increase in toroedo tubes, 4 or 
5 inch deck gun with 20 millimeter guns, forward engine room 
and torpedo rooms adapted for cargo with necessary compensat¬ 
ing tanks, negative tank. Diving time was originally 60 sec¬ 
onds which can be improved by modernizing floods. Fuel tanks 
should be welded as in NARWHAL. Realize this large and 
expensive job cannot be performed without prejudice to program 
of new submarines and reengining of certain old submarines. 
Therefore I regretfully wiflfiBttosgjfl^uggestion in my 061945. 
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August (OCT ) 

12 0455 CINCPAC to COMSOPAC Info COMGEN SAMOA. 


D KMSS«f 0 

wdcS ’® 51 ®*"*m 


HiCom. Request comment GG SAMOA 091942. It is my present 
intention to direct relief as necessary of following SAMOAN 
Marines by Army troops your area about 15 October. 22nd 
Marines, 2nd, 7th and 8th Defense Battalions. 


12 2245 CINCPAC to COMGEN SAMOA 


This.is HiCom. Expect 20 DUKW’s paren General Motors Am¬ 
phibious trucks paren will arrive IIAEMETITE about 12 Sept, 
without crews but with 3 technicians fully qualified in 
maintenance and as instructors. Crews to be supolied from 
your command. Persons able to run standard trucks with 
small boat experience required. After suitable experiments 
request your opinion desirability obtaining these craft in 
large numbers for ship shore and shore shore moves thru 
surf over coral. 


13 0044 COMBO PAG to CINCPAO Info COMGEN SAMOA. COMGENSOPAC. 

This most secret. Urdis 120455. Requirements listed ComGen 
Samoa 091942 aopear adequate, however availability Army AA 
and HD in SoPac for this relief dependent on arrival this 
area of Army units already allocated but whose shipping date 
is unknown. ComGenSoPac now attempting to ascertain shipoing 
dates these units. Unless Oranges 1 to 4 arrive prior to 
date for Samoan relief, only means available for Samoan re¬ 
lief involve stripoing either Efate or Fiji entirely of AA 
and HD. 


11 1715 COMINCH to CINCPAC Info Vice CNO, COMSERVPAC. 



HiCom Utmost secret . Urdis 090043. Para 1. Probable near 
total requested EC2 freighters can be allocated under NTS 
civilian manned. Earliest practicable information required 
loading ports and dates. Para 2. No additional AF avail¬ 
able. Will continuance Flying Scud in Hawaii service (Vice 
CMC 101939) obviate this requirement. Para 3. AO 83-87 
(inclusive complete shakedown west coast and 53-54 east 
coast between 15 October and 25 November. Only additional 
possibility is allocation 4 WSA tankers 14.5 knots 138,000 
barrel capacity each ready West Coast early October. Con¬ 
sidering present favorable status Pearl stocks advise your 
exact requirements. Para 4. 2 AOG assigned SoPac complete 
shakedown 11 SeDtember. 2 SoWestPac and 1 PacFlt 1 October. 
All East Coast but can be loaded Gulf ports for combat zone 
direct. Para 5. Final action all items will follow receipt 
information and recommendations requested above. 

DECLASSIFIED 
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August (OCT) 


14 0325 CINCPAC to COHINCH Info VICE CNO. COMSERVPAC. 

HiCom Utmost secret. Para 1. In early September expect 
to furnish you loading ports and times for freighters. Ur- 
dis 111715. Most probable ports are San Francisco and 
Hueneme with few at Pearl. Para 2. Assignment Flying Scud 
helps but does not entirely solve AF problem. Suggest allo¬ 
cation 2nd vessel that type be deferred for present. Para 
3. Question of tankers was not fuel stocks Pearl which are 
rapidly reaching high level but for supporting operations 
to westward. Controlling need is about 13 Fleet type AO 
with but in rear of assault forces. There are or will be 
available sufficient A(’s this purpose but assembling and 
readying these for movement involves some idle time and 
loss to freighting service on which many now engaged. For 
that reason 7 additional AO were requested. If AO 83-87 
and 53-54 will definitely be available by dates you mention 
my request for 7 more AO can be held in abeyance. Para 4. 
Since need for AOG’s is urgent all areas recommend no change 
in assignments those you mention and that efforts be made 
to acquire more 

14 2137 COMNOPPAC to CINCPAC. 


Contingent upon favorable weather APA's should be unloaded 
and withdrawn from FIREARM by D plus 5 day, the 1 AKA by D 
plus 8 and LST’s by D plus 4 . Probably not more than 2 
APA’s can sail PEARL direct with full equipment. Others 
will require replacement of boats and special equipment. 
Repairs to LST’s will doubtlessly be required before de¬ 
parting this area. With docking facilities now available 
PORRIDGE plus recent experience considerable repairs can be 
accomplished locally. ComNorPac replying to CinCPac 102215. 
Every effort will be made expedite departure 3hips concerned. 
Will keep you informed as tactical situation develops and 
it can be determined how release of subjects ships is af¬ 
fected by weather, lack of protected anchorages, constricted 
souther beaches and evacuation wounded. 

15 0715 QINGDAO to COMINCH. C0MN0R p AG Info COMGEN WDC. 

Although I see no immediate probability of move to Kuriles 
from Aleutians because of commitments Pac Fleet in Central 
and South Pacific believe Army troops employed at ATTU and 
for COTTAGE should be retained in Aleutians as recommended 
by General DeWitt’s letter of 30 July to Chief of Staff 
Army. Moreover, these troops are equiDped, trained and 
acclimated for sub arctic duty. By keeping troops at the 
jump off points we may exploit promptly any situation per¬ 
mitting temDorary shift to north of major fleet strength. 
Substantial additions to Pac Fleet from other theatres 
would of course increase our offensive ability and tempo 
in all three Pacific Ocean Areas simultaneously. Recommend 
ADAK for main base above use in addition to my 070405 July. 
Increased activity of British Eastern Fleet off Malay bar¬ 
rier also would tend to create favorable situation. Kink^j-d 
deliver to General DeWitt. - 










August (OCT) 

^ 6017 15th IIARFTIALL to RICHARDSON Pass to CINCPAC . 

Construction and defense of bonding strip on BAKER ISLAND 
and necessary interchange of troops to form BAKER ISLAND 
garrison comma reference urad four nine zero seven August 
six comma is within authority delegated to you as ComGen- 
CentPac by Ourad six zero zero four August fourteen para 
For personal attention of Richardson from Marshall semi¬ 

colon pass to CinCPac . para authority delegated thereby 
will not repeat not serve to automatically create the re¬ 
quirement for additional troops within the Central Pacific 
Area para previous instructions re rpt re twenty seventh 
division and port companies for Central Pacific operations 
will remain in effect except for any changes recommended 
by you with concurrence CinCPac. 

11 2125 VICE CNO to CINCPAC . 

Its HiCom. Your 082049 and ComSuborComdServPac 091306 Army 
transferring 20 DUKWs no personnel immediately. In order to 
Assure availability procurement being initiated 100 DUKWs 
prior October 15 . Monthly rates follow. 100 in December and 
■January. 200 in February, March, April. 100 May, June, July 
August, September. Request comment adequacy against possible 
requirements Pacific areas not covered Army schedule SoPac 
listed my 061940 and recommendations as to operation by Army 
Navy or Marine personnel. 

16 0337 CINCPAC to VICE CNO . 

Pending results employment equipment UrDis 112125 in MOLEHILL 
am not prepared now to comment proposed procurement program. 
This is HiCom. It appears more than ample unless use else¬ 
where has demonstrated utility under conditions similar to 
those existing in Pacific. Consider immaterial which service 
provides operators but they should accompany vehicles until 
sufficient trained men in field are available. 

15 2255 COMGEN SAMOA to CINCPAC . 

HiCom. Following guns and automatic weapons available UrDis 
152033. Numbers refer to weapons in 2nd, 5th, 7th and 8th 
defense battalions in that order. 155mm: 4; 4; 4; 8 5. 

90mm guns; all battalions 12. 40mm guns: 0; 14; 8; 10. 

37mm AA guns: 4; 0; 4; 0. 20mm guns: 12; 8; 12; 12;. 

.50 caliber MG: all battalions 32 or more. .30 caliber MG: 
all battalions 30 or more. 2nd Defense has 8 Navy 5 inch 51 
caliber guns. 
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16 1451 COMINCH to VICE CNO Info CINCPAC, CQMSERVPAC. COM-12, 
SUBCPMSERVPAC. 

Hush Most Secret . CinCPac 140325 not to all adees (1) arrange 
7) BA allocation to TT T8 of 18 EC 2 freighters civilian crews. 

By 15 October place these ships at disposal CinCPac for Cen¬ 
tral Pacific operations. CinCPac in early September will 
designate loading ports (probably some each San Francisco 
Hueneme and a few at Pearl) and dates. (2) Similar alloca¬ 
tion and employment 15 additional EC 2 freighters to be avail¬ 
able to CinCPac by 1 December. (3) Arrange allocation to 
CinCPac 4 Swan Island type tankers to be ready West Coast 
loading norts in September or October. 

16 1452 COMTECH to CINCPAC Info VCNO. 

Most secret HiCom. Urdis 140325 paragraphs 1 and 3 action 
contained in mydis 161451 to Vice CNO. Paragraph 2 no fur¬ 
ther action pending receipt additional recommendations after 
adequacy present set up has been tested. Paragraoh4 4 pres¬ 
ent assignments AOGS will stand. Additional this type on 
order yet deliveries cannot be expected before second quarter 
in 1944. Possibility exists of obtaining oy 1 October 4 new 
810 ton 9 knot 1 product tankers from Army. If obtained do 
you want them in CentPac. 

17 1901 COMINCH to CINCPAC Info 4th MarDiv, 5thPhib, PhibTraPac . 

Present schedule for West Coast Amphibious Training requires 
4th Marine Division to complete by 1 December when training 
of Army Division yet to be designated will begin. 

17 2302 COKOEN SAMOA to CINCPAC Info C0MS0PAC 


HiCom. In view of delayed arrival of LSTs at FUNAFUTI all 
dates my revised Annex C to secret serial A0 956 for occupa¬ 
tion of North Island delayed approximately 10 days. Ref. 
ComTransGroup SoPac 171022. 

18 2203 CINCPAC to C0MGEN SAMOA. 



HiCom. My 152033 referred to combat equipment of defense 
battalions as they will be organized for future operations. 
Understand your 180530 as equipment that will be left in 
Samoan area available to relief defense forces. If this 
is true desire that all 155mm guns be assigned to defense 
battalions which are to be moved forward. Letter regarding 
groupment of these weapons being forwarded by officer messen¬ 
ger. 

19 0317 CINCPAC to COM 3RD FLEET Info COMINCH 


IIow many APA and AKA can you furnish CoipGen 2nd Mardiv at 
Wellington by 15 October for Galvanic. 
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13 2125 DEWITT to ADMIRAL NEvilTZ . 

Reference ConNorPac 120913 August 12. See para. 12 my letter 
to Chief of Staff Army July 30 as to agreement by us on loca¬ 
tion base ALEUTIANS. As ADAK fulfills all requirements and 
Kinkaid agrees, hope you will confirm selection and support 
retention of troops as recommended my letter and so inform 
CominCh. Favorable action by Joint Chiefs of Staff will 
profit only development proceed rapidly upon completion COTTAGE 
Have already initiated preliminary steps subject confirmation 
higher authority. For Admiral Nimitz only. 

19 1758 COMINCH to CINCPAC, CGWDC Info C0MN0RPAC . 

Handle this w'ith utmost secrecy. In as much as there has been 
no opposition in KISKA the Joint Chiefs of Staff direct that 
the 1st Special Service Force be evacuated to the United 
States without delay, utilizing transports immediately avail¬ 
able . 

19 1825 VCNO to CINCPAC Info COMSERVPAC . 

This is HiCom. Your 270349 luly. For procurement organization 
and training proper components require similar statement of 
your needs for GALVANIC in order to meet Target Date. While 
plans not sufficiently definite needs can be stated in 2 parts 
viz. Form and Forecast with proximate dates required on West 
Coast. 

20 0031 CINCPAC to COMINCH Info C0MN0RPAC . 

HiCom. JCS 202204 paragraph six. Propose ultimate NorPac 
Force.on completion COTTAGE 3 RICHMONDS plus DesRon 24 and 
CortDiv 14 general relief plan accordance my 200045. 

Approval requested. 

20 0045 CINCPAC to C0MH0RPAC Info COMINCH . 

If My Dis 200031 approved general relief plan is (A) BatDiv 3 
LOUISVILLE to NYPS. WICHITA MORRIS HUGHES MUSTIN, NYMI. 

Half DesRon 1 San Fran Area. SANTA FE PENNSYLVANIA BANCROFT 
CALD’TELL C0GHLAN to PEARL (B) BatDiv 2, Half DesRon 1 CruDiv 
1 DesRon 14 less BANCROFT C0GHLAN CALDWELL plus BACHE to NYMI/ 
San Fran Area. (C) Upon return CruDiv 1 and BACHE send 
PORTLAND SAN FRANCISCO (CA38) SALT LAKE CITY to a West Coast 
Area later determined. ANDERSON RUSSELL to PEARL. Modifica¬ 
tions above for providing escorts and to meet current situation 
authorized. Object of these moves to Coast repairs, personnel 
replenishment and short rest period. This, is HiCom. 
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21 0111 GCT.IS OP AC to CINCPAC Info COMINCH. 



T:sis is .ilon. Reply to your 190317 depends on action taken on 
ny 201000 to CinCSohesPac info CINCPAC and Cd’UTCH. 

21 0252 COMINCH to CINCPAC Info CCMNORPAC. 


IliCom. Your 200031 approved. 

21 0820Z C0I1 INCH to CINCPAC Info CO!,KEN WEST DEFENSE COMMAND, CHIEF OF 
STAFF -- 




Wish following message be sent CUICP C Info CONGE 1 ! WEST DEFENSE 
C OPERAND and CHIEF OF STAFF ARMY quote Joint Chiefs of Staff consider 
7th Division shoulu bo moved from KISKA to HAWAII for employment in 
MARSHALL ISLAND Campaign utilising combat loaders now at KISKA for 
transportation. Other troops except for special service force 
already ordered moved are to remain in the ALHHTIANS. Number 8 from 
Cominch. Para 2. Joint Chiefs of.Staff have decided PARAMUSHIRU 
Operation probably impracticable before spring 1944. Para 3. Desire 
you consult Richardson as to whether accommodations and training 
facilities for 7th Division can be provided until about January 1 
■when this division will be employed. The remainder of the 6th 
Division is now scheduled to arrive HAWAII during September. If 
division can be accommodated and trained and you approve Joint 
Chiefs of Staff direct you initiate movement without delay. 

Note: To be handled as HiCom per CWO. 


21 2355 CINCPAC to CCMNORPAC Info COMINCH 


HiCom. Modify my 200045 WICHITA to NYPS, LOUISVILLE remain NorPac for 
present, INDIANAPOLIS to San Fran Area report CinCPac for routing PEARL. 

22 0211 CINCPAC to COUNORPAC Info COMINCH, COMGEN WDC, CCNGPNHAW'DKPT, VCNO . 

HiCom . Direct MAP and XAK your area load 7th Amy Division with equip¬ 
ment proceed direct PEARL. Modify mydis 200045 as necessary to provide 
escorts. 3 AFA mentioned Para D mydis 182357 available if required. 
Advise names of vessels to VCNO who is requested to place them under 
temporary control CinCPac for this movement. Designation TG 12.6 as¬ 
signed. 


22 0215 CINCPAC to COUSOPAC Info COMGEN FMAC. 


Replying your 162357 and 060415. This is utmost secret. After opera¬ 
tions begin do not contemplate using hospital facilities your area ex¬ 
cept such as may be available over and above your needs at that time. 

It is expected that at least one of AP ! I now in SoPac will require di¬ 
version to CentPac when necessity arises. 

22 0445 CINCPAC to CCMNORPAC. 

- HiCom. Initiate movements my 200045 as modified by my 212355 as promptly 
as circumstances permit keeping me advised. Particularly desire early 
movement CruDiv 1 and BACHE to San Francisco for 2 weeks visit and return 
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21 2249 CIUCPAC to VICE CMO Info COMSERVPAC. 

Data requested Urdis 191825 in possession Captain 
Steele now enroute Washington. Utmost Secret. 
This matter will also be discussed in my reply 
Urdis 171839. 








August (GOT) 


22 0445 CINCPAC to CCI.INORrAC - (Continued) 


to NorPac so that they may relieve ships temporarily left that area 
latter being required elsewhere. In general expect to allow ships 
sent West Coast ports to remain 2 weeks except those given longer 
availability at navy yards. 

22 0847 CGMNCRTAC to CINCPAC Info COKINCH. 


This is IiiCom. Second and final part ComNorPac 220947. PARAMUSUIRO 
is about 630 miles from ATTU, about the sane distance from H0KK0ID0 
and little more from important industrial areas of Japan. From PARA- 
liUSHIRO B-24's can hit OMINATO and 3-29's can hit TOKYO and all way 
stations. All types planes including P-40's with belly tanks can be 
ilovra from AiTL to PARAMUSHIRO. The 3000 mile supnly route from 
Seattle to PARAI.TJSHIR0 is protected throughout 4/5 of the distance 
by strong chain bases. There are now in the Aleutians about 50,000 
troops, including the 7th Division, trained and equipped for amphib¬ 
ious operations in northern climates. This dispatch prepared before 
receipt your 220211 and is sent in order you may have my views. 

22 0936 COMNORPAC to CINCPAC, CPi:INCH. 

1 st of 2 parts my 220947. NiCom . Refers to Ci.nCPac 211717 which is 
same as RD0 'Washington 210820. Para 2 of reference indicates prob¬ 
ability FARA1.IUSHIR0 operation next spring with some possibility of 
undertaking prior thereto. ComNorPac is strongly impressed by fact 
that PARAMUSHIR0-SHIMUSHU Area is now in early stages of development 
which is progressing rapidly. Its capture and occupation would be 
far less costly now.than in the spring. Because of threat to Japanese 
mainland and industrial area, its capture would precipitate violent 
enemy reaction, possibly major fleet action, and v/ould draw enemy 
forces from the South Pacific. Following arc pertinent facts. Reason¬ 
ably good weather in the Aleutian-Kurile area ends about 15 November. 

23 0319 COMNORPAC to CINCPAC 


IiiCom. Initial movements your 182357, 200045, 212355 and 220445 
scheduled as follows X Departures from ADAK on dates indicated. 
CruDiv 1 INDIANAPOLIS, TENNESSEE, ZEILIN, J. FRANKLIN BELL, HARRIS 
GANS3V00RT, FRAZIER, EDWARDS, MEADE, 3ACHE for SAN FRANCISCO 24th. 
ZEILTN thence SAN DIEGO. WICHITA, NEW MEXTC0, MISSISSIPPI, IDAHO, 
MORRIS, MUSTIN, HUGHES to PUGET SOUND about 27th. MORRIS, KUSTTN, 
HUGHES thence SAN FRANCISCO. New subject. ComCruDiv 4 (Rear Admiral 
Wright) will transfer from INDIANAPOLIS temporarily to ID4H0 on 24th, 
then to LOUISVILLE 26th. 
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24 0341 CITTCI.'.C to COMEORl’AC. HiCon. 


Completion KISKA operations and. present relative inactivity NorPac 
Area does not lessen necessity of planning for future operations and 
continued training as forces are made available for amphibious or 
other operations. Ycir 232213. IlinthPhib which includes its commander 
is assigned UorPncForce. ComNorPac arrange as necessary for establish¬ 
ment ComNjnthPhibFcr headquarters afloat or ashore. 


24 0G28 


C0K’ T 0RPAC to G1NCPAC, COE 11, COTnVESTSrJAFROH Info CCMINCH, VICE CKO, 

CO!?SERVt AC, SITBCROC! :DSERVP AC. 






Utmost Secret . Times GCT. Lats Worth Longs V.ost. TG 16.14 as 
follows. ComBatDiv 2 in TENNESSEE, ComCruDiv 1 in RIC:n.!0!TD, ComDesRon 
14 in GAITS EVOORT, ConTrans 9th Phib in ZEILITI, [AH' IS, HEYUOOD, J. 
FRAI1KLIT: BELL, INDIANAPOLIS, RALEIGII, DETROIT, FRAZIER, FEEDS, EDWARDS 
BACIIE. When ready about 0100 August 25 TG 16.14 depart ADAK. Froceed 
in company at speed advance 15 as follows. Worth of chain and AVTJKTA 
PASS To Point A (Lat. 51-30 Long. 170) thenco Great Circle Route to 
Point B (Lat. 33-00 Long. 127-00). Upon arrival point B v.hen directed 
by TG Com, ComTrans 9th Phib in ZEILITI proceed San Diego to arrive 
about 1300 September 1st. Remainder TG proceed San Francisco to arrive 
about 1800 August 31st. ConV.estSenFron and Con 11 are requested pro¬ 
vide local escort in their respective areas for ZEILITI from Point B 
to destination and air coverage for all units. After arrival San 
Francisco CruDiv 1 operate accordance separate orders fron ComUcrPnc 
and other units accordance further orders from CinCPac. Communications. 
Accordance with USF 70 A and PacFlt supplement thereto. 


24 0330 COMTASKGR 20.15 to C0K1ITCH, CIKCPAC, CINCLATIT, CCNGULFSKAFRON, 

CGSiCARIBSEAFRON, CCMrAFSEAFROU, SODA 1AMFT0H ROADS, COLIIASTSEAFRON, 

GCT.: Sth f:iib. ■ 


o 





This is HiCom. Also reenciphermont my 240018. Task Group 20.15 
constituted as follows. LEONARD '..'GOD. CALVERT. NEVILLE, MON30VIA. 
WILLIAM P. BIDDLE. 'LARRY LEE. 5ELLATRIX. A:CYONE. VIRGO. POLLUX. 
TURNER. BEPAS, SLID. r.NGSTROF. 0_C0! r NELL. OSTSRHAUS. PARKS. 
DONEFF. Deport gate Hampton Ronds 0330 G.(+4) August 24 destination 
base LOVE. Speed of advance 13 knots. Route to destination through 


following points: 


(A) Lat. 35-24 
(C) Lat. 24-06 
(E) Lat. 22-00 

(G) Lat. 19-44 

(H) Lat. ]9-23 

(I) . Lat. IB-06 

(J) Lat. 10-00 


Long. 
Long. 


72-52 

74-06 


Long. 74-48 
Long. 74-00 
Long. 75-06 
Long. 75-06 
Long. 79-55 


ETA SeaFrontiers Gulf 2100 August 26 Carribbear. 0500 August 27 ranana 
0600 August 29 ETA BIDDLE, TURNER BASE UNCLE 0700 August 23 remainder 
Task Group passing through point H 1300 some date. ETA CRISTOBAL 1600 
August 30. Highest number rjUEETT messages held Q-JC 149 OJC 121 GJE 140 
QJF 5. Request air coverage. 
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25 0215 CINCPAC to COMNORPAC Info COMINCH . 

Desire you prepare plan for seizure Northern KURILES and establishment 
bases therein. Include forces required logistic support necessary, 
estimate of time required for preparation and execution, etc. Assume 
RUSSIAN neutrality, but provide for alternatives in case the Soviets 
enter the Japanese War. Amplifying letter will follow. 

25 0235 CINCPAC to CCI.IPANSEAFRON Info COMINCH COMSOPAC COMV.'ESEAFRON COM 11 C0M5thPhit 

Form TG 12.5: NEVILLE, LEONARD WOOD, MONROVIA, CALVERT, HARRY LEE, W.P. 
BIDDLE, ALCYONE, VIRGO, BELLATRIX, ENGSTROM, DONEFF, WILLIAM C MILLER 
(DE 259) route to SAN DIEGO unload. Best speed of advance consistent with 
logistics. Thence report ComWesSeaFron for reloading and onward routing 
6th Infantry Division to PEARL. 

25 0631 COMNORPAC to CINCPAC. 


Following message from Gen. DeWitt " 75th Signal Company specially organ¬ 
ized and equipped for communication purposes landing operations now at 
KI3KA strength 9 officers 157 men. Unit participated ATTU and KISKA. 
Available for coming operations but not organic unit 7th Division and 
not included in movement. This unit will be made available to you if 
desired”. HiCom. 


25 0530 CTF 11 to TF 11 Info CINCPAC, CtfUiAY.'SEAfRON 


’!y Op-Order 1-43. Subject to orders Dog Day is September J. How Hour 
is daylight local. Landing commences on signal from CTC. 


25 0356 


COKNCRFAC to CINCPAC, CTF 57, TASK 
SANTA FE, DOYEN, CALDWELL, COGHLAN, 

COME ATP AC, CCUINCH, VICE C!T0. 


FT IT 16.15.1 (Capt Corn) in PENNSA. 

Info CONS'RVNAC, irUCRUI’AO, COVINnSPAC, 


Times GCT. ’'ost secret. Lats North Longs T/est. Task Unit; 16.15.1 pro¬ 
ceed ADAK to PEARL HARBOR as follows. When ready about 4 hours August 
26 depart ADAK via route North of CHAIN thence A2IUKTA PASS to Point C 
(Lat 51-55 Long 171-25) thence via RHUMB LINE to Point D (Lat 21-35 
Long 158-40. Speed advance 14. Arrive destination about 1750 September 
1st. Upon arrival Task Organization cancelled and report to CinCFac. 
Communications. TJSF70A and PaoFlt supplement thereto. At 0 hours GCT 
August 27th cease guarding ’TG Fox and thereafter guard NFV Fox. New 
Subject. CincEae requested issue necessary instructions regarding 
freight mail and personnel for action ships. 


26 0305 CINCPAC to J i AC Info COU 2N HARDIV, COMF1FTHPHIB, COMCEHTPACFOR 




£ 


This is HiCom. 


first info adee, 
WOOD J.F. BELL i 


Present tentative assignment to you for employment by 


ANA'S with date arrival your area HARRIS ZEIL7.N HEY- 
TDPLi'.TON AKA THUBAIT 1 October APA FELAND 6 September 
ARMSBY 15 September. PIERCE 15-30 OCTOBER. DUI AGE 1 November cargo 
characteristics and troop capacities will be forwarded airmail by Com- 
Ceni acFor as data, available. 
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26 1533 CQMBATDIV 9 to CIHCPAC Info COLINCH, COMPASEAFRON, ALABAMA, COLDSSDIV 90. 


HiCom . All times GOT. Task Group 12.3 arrives PEARL buoy number 1 at 
2230 Sept 8 via route points longitude west latitude north following: 




G 

79-34 

08-02 

H 

79-33 

07-28 

I 

30-11 

06-39 

J 

81-52 

06-38 

K 

155-32 

13-02 

L 

157-57 

20-17 


GREAT CIRCLE to K 


Point of departure Point G 2300 26th August. Speed of advance 16 knots. 
Will shift to Honolulu fox sked 2000 August 31st. RAd Hanson in SOUTH 
DAKOTA ALABAMA BULLARD BURNS HUDSON and KIDD. 


26 2039 VICE C!JO to CIHCPAC Info COM 12, COMSS'iVPAC, C0M3ERVPAC SU3C0M. 


HiCom. In addition to 3 replacement SWA1I ISLARD tankers my 251739 four 
similar tankers will be allocated to you during October in complaince 
ConinCh sealed secret 161451 to Vice CNO. Commencing with October ST/ATI 
ISLAND tankers will be delivered equipped with meccano decks. Present plans 
do not contemplate equipping any of 7 foregoing tankers with fueling at 
sea gear unless requested by you. 

26 2214 COMINCH to CIHCPAC Info DEWITT, COMNORPAC, COMWBSSEAPRON. 


This is HiCom . Your 252201 Chief of Staff US Army and ConinCh approve 
assignment 75th Signal Co to you and transfer to PEARL with 7th Div. 


27 0727 C0MFIFTHFHI3FCR to NAJGEN HOLLAND K SMITH Info CQMPHIBTRAINPAC, COM 11 

I.1AR FAC, COMING;!, liARCORTS, V0P v AV, SUPERS, ARMY CIHCPAC (BY RAND) COMCEN- 

PACFOR (BYHAND) CCMCEN HAWAII. (BY HAND! 



CinCPac 261245 proceed with your Headquarters and required corps troops 
to PEARL report ComFifthPhibFor for command of troops for imminent amphib¬ 
ious combat duty. Release to other authorities the corps troops under 
your command you consider not required for these operations Para Head¬ 
quarters and personnel quarters for your staff and corps troops will be 
provided at Schofield Para Acknowledge. Advise as to your plans and date 
you desire a transport at SAN DIEGO giving numbers officers and enlisted, 
number and square footage of vehicles and mobile weapons, weight and cubage 
other freight Para Desire Gen Smith and principal staff officers proceed 
PEARL by air in advanco to arrive soon as practicable. This is most secret. 
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27 0625 COMNORPAC to C0UNQRWE53EAFR0N COHWESSEAFRQN NYD PS, NYD MI Info numerous . 

This is part 1 of ComNorPac 270630. Most Secret. Task Unit 16.15.3 
Rear Admiral Giffen in Wf CHITA, ComBatDiv 3 in NEW MEXICO, MISSISSIPPI, 
IDAHO, ComDesRon 2 in MORRIS MUST III. Times GCT. LATS NORTH LONGS ’.TEST. 
Task Unit 16.15.3 Plus RUSSELL and ANDERSON depart ADAX when ready about 
2 hours 29 August. Proceed via route north of chain and AMUKTA PASS to 
point S (Lat 51-10 Long 161). From Point C ANDERSON RUSSEL return ADAK 
via reverse track and Task Unit proceed to point HON (Lat 48-10 Long 129) 
to arrive 4 hours September 4th. 

27 0630 This is 2nd and final par t of ComNorPac 270630. Most Secret. At point H, 

when directed by Task Unit Commander, MISSISSIPPI IDAHO MUSTIN MORRIS 
proceed SAN FRANCISCO in company via Point I (Lat 38 Long 127) and thence 
direct to arrive destination about 22 hours September 6th. WICHITA and 
NEW MEXICO proceed Seattle to arrive about 23 hours Sept 4th. ComNorWest- 
SeaFron requested provide escorts for WICIIITA and NEW MEXICO from Point 
I. Communications. Accordance USF 70A and PacFlt supplement thereto. 

Upon arrival destination, ships proceed Navy Yards in accordance availa¬ 
bilities granted by ComServPac and as directed by local frontier commander. 
Task Unit designation expires upon arrival Point H. 

28 2139 COM 5TH PIIIBCORPS to COM 5TH PIUB FQR Info CMC 


Most secret. Your 270727 General Smith accompanied by 20 officers and 
9 enlisted plans depart San Francisco for PEARL 3 September. Desire 
transport at. San Diego any date subsequent to 10 September. Data re¬ 
garding final number officers enlisted and embarkation data to be fur¬ 
nished later. 


29 0440 COM 3RD FLT to CINCFAQ. 


This is most secret. For ’Tanning next move. Your 231025. Will 33's 
base SoPac 'under ny command. Question. 

30 0020 COMNORPAC to CINCFAC, CTF 57 Info COMSERVPAC, COMWESTSEAFRON, COMDESPAC, 
COMINCH VICE CNO. 


Task Unit 16.15.4 ComDesDiv 28 in BANCROFT SHASTA. Lats North longs west. 
Times GCT. Most secret. When ready about 3 hours Aug. 30 Task Unit 
16.15.4 depart ADAK. Proceed to PEARL HARBOR via route as follows. 
ABUKBAK Pass to Foint U (latitude 51-50 Long 175-55) thence via RHUMB 
line to Point K (Lat 22-10 Long 158-55) thence to destination to arrive 
about 18 hours September 5. Upon arrival task organization cancelled 
and report to CinCPac. Communications USF 70A and PacFlt supplement 
thereto. At $ hours GCT August 31st cease guarding NPG Fox and there¬ 
after guard NPM Fox. New subject. CinCPac requested issue necessary 
instructions regarding freight mail and personnel for action ships. 


1800 















‘SEUHET 


August (GCT) 

30 1335 VICE CNO to CINCPAC Info ARMY COMGENCENTPAC COMS E RVPAC . 

Your 1G0337 and 082049. HiCom. believe Army procurement and manning of 
any DUIOTs needed Central Pacific most efficient method. Army will make 
available ComGenCentPac 100 DUKWs prior December 1 if desired any additional 
requested thereafter and will arrange with him provision trained personnel# 


31 1306 COMINCH to CINCPAC . 

A HiCom. This modifies my 052131. 
ASHLAND (LSD-1) until 20 November. 


You are authorized to delay returning 


31 1739 VCNO to CINCPAC Info COM 12 CGWDC ComNorPac CornGenHawDept CHS F. 

Treat as HiCom. Ref your 302041 and my 251840 not to all addressees. 

Army and WSA desire vessels returned as follows: San Francisco - WYETH 
TJISDANE, HOE, FAILING, PERIDA, CHIRIKOF, SACAJAWEA, Seattle - FILLMORE, 
JULIAN, BRANCH, WHITNEY. CinCPac pass Info to Gen Emmons and To Ghormley. 

31 1901 TG 12.5 to COM 15, COMINCH CINCPAC C0LB7ESTSEAFR0N COMPANSEAFRON ETC . 

This is HiCom. TG 12.5 in LEONARD WOOD with MONROVIA, CALVERT, HARRY LEE, 

TVM P BIDDLE, ALCOYNE, VIRGO, BELLATRIX, NEVILLE, ENGSTROM, DONEFF, MCCONNELL, 
ETA station vessel BALBOA channel entrance 1530 R (/5). Route to destination 
through following points. 

(B) Lat 07-29 Long 79-30 (H) Lat 23-32 Long ' 112-27 

(E) 07-03 81-48 (j) 28-07 115-57 

(G) 17-57 103-45 (K) 32-22 116-20 

Speed of advance 13.8 knots. ETA WestSeaFron 1600 GCT Sept 3rd. ETA 
entrance gate SAN DIEGO 1400 GCT Sept 9. QSA 7. QPD 18. Fox schedule 
shifted from NBA to NPG at 0000 GCT Sept 3rd. Request air coverage in 
areas where available. 

31 2340 NAVACT WELLINGTON to COMSOPAC Info CINCPAC . 

This is most secret. Lieut. Webster RNZNVR released by NZ Government to 
CinCPac for 6 months duty. UrDis 300031. Request priority air travel 
AUCKLAND to PEARL. 


31 2130 CG CENTPAC to WDCSA Info CINCPAC . 

RemyRad 5274 dated 27 August 42 and Urad 6277 dated 29 August 43. The 27th 
Division is marked for GALVANIC Operation. In addition and for planning 
purposes CinCPac has indicated 5 divisions, of which 1 or 2 will be Marine, 
will be needed for GALVANIC and BANKRATE Operations. All six divisions will 
be staged and rehabilitated in this department throughout those operations. 
10 Army defense battalions each of approximately 1200 men are to be organ¬ 
ized and trained here for the occupation and defense of captured bases. 

The 7th Air Force is to be prepared to operate 4 advanced Army air bases. 
Preliminary studies indicate that the combined Army defense battalions and 
service personnel required to execute the above plans on schedule will 
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31 2130 CG CENTPAC _ * Continued - 

total approximately as indicated in MyRad 5274 dated 27th Aug. 43. At 
the moment the plans not sufficiently crystalized nor have I had sufficient 
information from CinCPac to integrate into my recommended priority lists 
the units required. The shipping situation is appreciated but it was not u 
until receipt of Urad 6277 of the 29th that probable numbers of available 
spaces had been indicated it is assumed that the shipping you refer to as 
available for troop lift Central Pacific for October, November, and December 
includes both A r ny and Navy personnel. MyRad 5274 of the 27th was to keep 
you informed of the probable requirements for Central Pacific Operations 
as indicated by plans to date and based on missions assigned in projected 
operations. Upon completion of my studies at the earliest practicable date 
you will be furnished with best possible firm list for November and December 
priorities and requests for changes in October priorities will be kept to 
a minimum. 


30 2210 COMINCH & CNO to CINCPAC Info VCNO, COMNORWESTSEAFRON, COMDALASKA SECTOR, 
C0MN0RPAC. 


Very Secret HiCom. ComNorPac 190820 VCNO hereby authorized to go 
ahead with plan ComlJorWestSeaFron 082259 or such changes in it as 
CinCPac may recommend, bearing in mind that KODIAK continues to be 
main ALASKA base and that ADAK is principal advance base and that 
duplications of facilities at other bases must be avoided. 

01 1839 VICE CNO to CINCPAC Info COM 12, C01IGEN WEST DEFENSE COM, C0MHAWSEAFR0N, 
COMGENHAWDEPT, C0MN0PACF0R. 

Cancel my 311739. This is HiCom. Army and WSA desire vessels returned 
as follows: SAN FRANCISCO: '.VYETH, TJISDAN5, HOW, PERIDA, CHIRIPOR, 
FILMORE, WHITNEY. SEATTLE: JULIAN, BRANCH, FAILING, SACAJAWEA. 

02 0213 COMNORPAC to CINCPAC . 

Most Secret HiCom. My 262350. New estimate departure XAP's from 
PORRIDGE. September 5th. PRESIDENT FILLMORE BRANCH JULIAN WYETH 
SACAJAWEA PERIDA TJISVDANE HOE CHIRIKOF. Escorts. PHELPS DALE HULL 
MONAGHAN SICARD PRUITT. Contemplate covering above movement with 
NorPac cruiser group as far south as 45th parallel and furnishing 
air coverage, weather permitting. Departing ADAK about September 15 
JOSIAH D WHITNEY and GEORGE FLAVEL. Esoorts PERRY LONG and CHANDLER. 


02 0425 COMSOPAC to COMGEN NEW GEORGIA, COMGEN GUADAL, COMTRANSGROUP, CTF 31, 

FMAC, COMGENSOPAC.Info COMINCH, CINCPAC, CINCSOWESPAC, COMGEN SOSSPA, 

COMSERONSOFAC . 

This is Most Secret . Take necessary action to effect following divisional 
movements. 3rd NEW ZEALAND Division relieves 25th, 37th, 43rd in Central 
SOLOMONS. Upon relief by 3rd NEW ZEALAND Division, 37th to GUADALCANAL, 
43rd to GUADALCANAL, 25th to NEW CALEDONIA. AMERTCAL available at FIJI 1 
November. ComGenSoPac after conference with action adees submit proposed 
plan for movement of units concerned, including arrangements for command 
support timing and sequence. Make maximum exchange equipment to reduce 
shipping burden. For next operation make preparations use 3rd MarDi^ §r$',’ 
Target Date 1 Nov.37th Division in assault with AMERICAL DIVISION at FIJI in support. 
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HIGHLY MICOM 

Joint Chiefs of Staff - 012116 (September) 
tot CinCP&o. 


TASKS A* Organise and train forcea for aaphibious operations in the 
Central Paoifio. 

B. Secure control of the MARSHALL ISLANDS by capturing, occupying, 
defending and developing bases therein* 

C. Upon completion or during the accomplishment of Task B seise or 
control WAKE, EWIWETOK, and KUSAII. 


PURPOSES 

To prepare to gain control of the CAROLINES. 

To inflict losses on the eneny. 

To improve the security of the lines of communications. 

To support other operations in the PACIFIC and INDIAN OCEANS 
by extending the pressure on the Japanese. 


CONCEPT OP OPERATIONS 

That coming operations for capture of defended bases will be 
mounted at PEARL and selected positions in the SOUTH PACIFIC Ares 
and that separate objectives will be seised by simultaneous attacks. 


FORCES 


A. Surface forces , combatant Pacific Fleet (tentative estimated 

requirements $ BB, 7 OBB, 6 CV, 6 CVL, 7 CVE, 12 CA, S CL(AA), , 
96 DD, 16 AM, S DB) and amphibious ships and craft assigned by ‘ 0 
Fifth Phib. Non-combatant (to be added to Paoifio Areas above 
current levels) 33 AK, 2 AF, 4 AO, 6 AOG. 



Tv*' 

W^' 


B. Air foroes , Paoifio Fleet naval aircraft exclusive of those 
assigned for employment in the SOUTH and SOUTHWEST PACIFIC Areas, 
plus units of the 7th Air Force. 

C. Amphibious and Ground Troops , 4th Marine Division, 22nd Marines 

reinforced, 7th kray Infantry Division, 4 Marine Defense Battal¬ 
ions or Army equivalent, 4 advanced air base assemblies, / %&2) 

iso; 

-i- 
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HIGHLY HICQH 


J.C »S• - 012115 (September) -Continued- 


Ossified 


FORCES •Cont’d 


4 Naval base personnel units# 4 Argus units# 2 Marine Group 
Headquarters and Service Squadrons, 4 Army Air Service Squadrons# 
3 A ray Aviation Engineer Battalions# 1 Port battalion. 


COMMAND 


As specified by Commander in Chief# U.S. Paoifie Fleet 


TARGET DATE 


Target date for Task B, 1 January 1944 contingent upon the 
sueoeesful completion of the GILBERT Operations# Assume contin¬ 
uance of currently planned CARTWHEEL Operations and that Post- 
CAR TWHSEL Operations will be initiated about February 1944 for 
further advances in HEW GUIHKA and against HEW IRELAND and the 
ADMIRALTY ISLANDS. 
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September (GCT) 

03 0519 COM 3RD FLT to CINCPAC. 


declassify: 


Lhjs is most secret . Present intention reorganize 3rd Fleet Task Forces 
as follows effective about 14 September. Task Force 37 Rear Admiral 
Davis BatDiv 6 MASSACHUSETTS ALABAMA Desron 45 SELFRIDGE RALPH TALBOT 
PATTERSON. Task Force 38 Rear Admiral Sherman SARATOGA BRETON PRINCE 
WILLIAM CruDiv 11 Desron 12 DesDiv 15. Task Forces 31. 32. 33. 34 and 
39 unchanged. Task Forces 38 and 39 base ESPIRITU. Task Force 37 bases 
HAVA.NNAH. Approval requested. 


01 2148 VICE CNO to CINCPAC, COM 12, Info COMSERVPACSUBCOM. 


Para 1. In other correspondence the Joint Chiefs of Staff have indicated 
the availability of 9 AP for future joint Central Pacific operations. 

This is HiCom . Para 2. It is requested that CinCPac inform Com-12 of 
his requirements and arrange with him for the designation of the vessels 
subject to final approval of the Vice CNO. Para 3. By this method and 
early action it is anticipated that Com-12 can arrange the most satis¬ 
factory solution. Para 4. The following should be considered in select¬ 
ing vessels: SubPara A. Suitability for support combat operations. Sub 
Para B. Effect on transporting personnel of the joint priority list. 

Para C Probable desirability of having as many as practicable Navy manned 
NTS transports included. Para D. Assigning desired vessels to PEARL 
run in order to keep them in position. Sub Para E. Returning transports 
from South and Southwest Pacific direct to PEARL, or as designated by 
CinCPac. Para 5. Army and WSA vessels allocated to Army will be con¬ 
sidered in selecting vessels. Para 6. Keep Vice CNO informed of per¬ 
tinent matters in making above arrangements. 

05 2135 COMCENPAC to CINCPAC Info COMSUBFAC, COM 5TH PHIB. 


Request NAUTILUS be made available about 16 September for operations to 
be proposed to ComSubPac by Com 5th Phib. HiCom . 

05 1912 COMINCH to CINCPAC Info C0MS0PACF0R . 

HiCom . Your 270355 of July. Cominch requests information forces 
covering ELLICE ISLAND Operation. 

08 0203 CITTC POA to COMGENCSKTPAC Info COMINCH, MARCORPS, COM 14 . 

For operations JCS 012115 not to all addressees desire you secure four 
Army equivalent of Marine Defense Battalions. New Subject. To provide 
Marine Defense Battalion for BANKRATE desire Army relieve 1st Marine 
Defense Battalion at PALMYRA by 15 October. Consider present garrison 
at CHRISTMAS can be redistributed to provide adequate defense for both 
CHRISTMAS and PALMYRA. 

08 1925 COMINCH to CINCPAC . 

HiCom. Preliminary study by Joint Chiefs of Staff indicates Pacific troop 
lift critical until at least June 1944. Effect of shortages on operations 
being examined. For use in this connection request immediate estimate your 
troop lift required in AP's referred to in VCNO 012148 together with location 
date and total time AP's may be required. In view of above it is essential 
that the demands upon AP availability be kept at a minimum. 
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08 2131 CINCPCA to CCMGENCSNTPAC Info COMINCH, MARCORPS, COL! 14 . 

Desire you furnish by 15 December 3 Army Defense Battalions for 
Centra] Pacific operations. These are in addition to units mentioned 
in my 080203. This is HiCom. 

03 1801 C01IINCK TO ADMIRALS NIUITZ, HALSEY, C ARPENTER; GENERAL "CARTHUR Info 
CINCPAC, COKSOWESPACFPR, COMSOPACFOP. 

IliCom. For Admirals Nimitz Halsey Carpenter only latter pass to 
General McArthur. British may offer use of 2 NELSONS 2 VALIANTS 3 to 
5 cruisers and 7 to 9 destroyers in U.S. Pacific theater of operations 
from about November ]st for 3 to 4 months. Addressees comment on use 
which each could make of these ships during stated period. 




11 1227 COM 7TH FLT to ACTION Info COM 3RD FLT, CINCPAC. 


Addressees only decode. HiCon. After conference with General MacArthur 
and with his concurrence submit following comment requested your 081801. 

As assignment craft outlined in your despatch closely related to current 
and future operations this area following analysis is presented. Dexter¬ 
ity contemplates 2 strong amphibious movements through Vitiaz Strait for 
simultaneous occupation of Saidor and Cape Gloucester. Anticipated 
strong enemy surface air and submarine reaction will require stronger 
escort forces to cover increased length and density our lines of commun¬ 
ication. Para. Require for accomplishment above tasks: A. 2 US Desrons 
for close support and cover of amphibious operations. B. 4 cruisers and 
8 destroyers to provide strong cover against surface forces in Solomon 
and Bismark Seas and necessary additional strength for ocean escort. C. 

4 Australian destroyers continue escort east Australia. End of Part 1 
Part 2 follows. 


11 2353 CINCPAC to C0MS0PAC Info ComGen SAMOA, CCUINCH, CTF 15. 


To support action of my OpPlan 14-43 briefed in my dispatch 112225 desire 
if practicable you strike NAURU night of 19 Sept East Long date. Purpose 
to deny air operations. 

12 0251 CINCPAC to VICE CN0 Info COMINCH, CGMS0PAC, C0MCENTPAC, C0MSERVPAC, C0M-12, 
CCMAIRPAC, COMFIFTHPUIB, S T TB0RDC0??SERVPAC, C0U0EN SAMOA. 




Mydis 140325 Aug and in reply urdis 092039 neither of which to all adees. 
Desire the 18 EC-2 assigned as follows. (A) As many as required to be 
made available to ComTwelve for cargo loading of GALVANIC advanced base 
assemblies. Destination FRAY. These to be allocated to meet earliest 
possible readiness dates of Base Components for loading and two of them 
should be of converted type for troops, (p) Number as necessary for 
landing craft unit mydis 040639 urdis 091904 plus filler cargoes of drummed 
petroleum products and dry provisions later to be designated. Destination 
Samoan Area probably WALLIS. (C) At FRAY in early Oct one of troop con¬ 
verted type for which J. H. Kincaid then due is suggested. Request Com¬ 
Twelve advise estimated number of EC-2's remaining after above needs are 
met and will then either make this balance available for joint priority 
cargo list to FRAY or for other CentPac needs not now predictable. 


1808 
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32 0359 CINCPAC to COHINCH Info COHSOWESPACFCR, COHSOPAC, GENERAL MCARTHUR . 

JliCon . For Admirals King Halsey Carpender only latter pass to General 
UacArthur. If force mentioned your 081801 is assigned Pacific Fleet it 
should operate as a unit and not as a mixed force. If in Central Pacific 
it might be used as a separate covering or supporting force on the south¬ 
ern Plank of GALVANIC or latter operations. Logistic support including 
ammunition supply would add to complexities. Preferable assignment would 
be to SoFae Area and withdraw additional U.S. units to Central Pacific 
for employment there. Believe best use units mentioned is to bolster 
eastern :'leet for attack on Japan's western defense perimeter 
thereby widening their front that must be vigorously defended. If that 
is practicable then assignment to 7th Fleet for similar purpose is in¬ 
dicated as more profitable than use in Pacific Ocean Areas/ Such arrange¬ 
ment might permit greater freedom in moving units of the U.S. Pacific 
Fleet. 

12 0251 CINCPAC to VICE CFO Info COMINCH, CO’VOPAC, COMCENTPAC, CONSERVEAC, 
CC'.UTELVE, CCV.AI^iAB, 'VUFIFTlrHIU, SVBCRDCnuSERVFAC, CONGER SAMOA. 



MyDis 140325 Aug. and in reply Urdis 092039 neither of which to all 
adees. Desire the IS EC-2 assigned as follows, (a) As many as required 
to be made available to ComTwelve for cargo loading of GALVANIC advanced 
base assemblies. Destination FRAY. These to be allocatted to meet 
earliest possible readiness dates of base components for loading and 
two of them should be of converted type for troops. (B) Number as neces¬ 
sary for landing craft unit MyDis 040639 TJrDis 091904 plus filler cargoes 
of drummed petroleum products and dry provisions later to be designated. 
Destination SAMOAN AREA probably WALLIS. (C) At FRAY in early Oct. one 
of troop converted type for which J.II. KINCAID then due is suggested. 
Request ComTwelve advise estimated number of EC-2's remaining after 
above needs are met and will then either make this balance available 
for joint priority cargo list to FRAY or for other CentPac needs not 
now predictable. 

11 1234 COM 7TII FLEET to COM INCH Info COM 3RD FLT, CINCPAC. 


illCom . This is part 2 and last part of my 111227. D. Craft on West 
Coast AUSTRALIA perform tasks now assigned. Para. This will require, 
refer to subparagraphs in order given above: A. DesRon 5, retention of 
DesDiv 7 now temporarily assigned, plus 1 additional US DesDiv. B. 3 
British cruisers and 8 British destroyers*from craft available your 
despatch, plus SHROPSHIRE available this area in October, 2 of cruisers 
requested required to replace AUSTRALIA and HOBART due for overhaul and 
modernization, C. 4 Australian destroyers now available for escort 
East Coast AUSTRALIA. D. Craft now available West Coast AUSTRALIA. Also 
require retention 4 APD's now temporarily assigned for amphibious opera¬ 
tions. NELSONS and VALIANTS not suitable for current and pending opera¬ 
tions this area. 


1807 
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14 0427 CC lT 'AIRS Ob AC to CO’IAIRSOLS Info CIITCPAC, CGUSOFAC, COMGEN SAMOA, CTF 15 . 

This is most secret . Op Grd 12-43. In order to reduce capacity enemy 
to hinder our Central Facific operations this force will strike NAURU 
on night 18-19 September local date. Air Solomons attack with all 
practicable bombers air facilities and aircraft at NAURU Airdrome. 

14 0829 SINCPAC to COUINCH Info COMSKRVPAC, COM 12, COHFIPTUPIHBPAg, COMCENTPAC , 
V ICE CUC, SUPCOMSFRVFAC, ARMY C OF S. 


HiCom. Using the same item letters in UrDis 111603 this answers the 
questions therein not already covered by my 120147 and 120251. (A) San 
Francisco area to meet earliest possible readiness dates for loading of 
GALVANIC advanced base assemblies estimated to be between dates 22 
September and 6 October. (B) For units mentioned under (A) preceding 
plus items of joint priority list for vihich remaining space may be 
available. (D) None. (E) Desire all 7 APA proceed direct to Vi'est 
Coast or via there to PEARL from where they will be returned to West 
Coast for training by ComPhibTraPac. Concur in availability during 
foregoing voyage or voyages for joint priority list items whose desti¬ 
nations are not beyond PEARL. It is expected that the 18 AK's requested 
in my 090043 August will be fully employed to support CentPac operations. 
Should circumstances not now foreseeable permit any of these to be 
used temporarily for general pool service in PACIFIC OCEAN AREAS appro¬ 
priate action will be taken by CinCPac. 

10 0526 COMTRANSC-R 3RD FUI3 to TTg S ALKENA (AKA9) Info FD TIOTPXA. CIS REAR EC'HZLON 

3RD I'EV: ZEALAND DIV; CC ADVANCE ?TAV BASES NOITUIA: CO 1 ST PLATOON 49TN QNCO. 

etc, . 

ALTTFNA, at NOUMEA on Sept 11, at dock assigned by Port Director, commence 
loading cargo and personnel from list furnished by ComGen SOS SPA to in¬ 
clude the following units; Rear Echelon 3rd NZ Div, 10 officers, 73 en¬ 
listed (includes 3 US Army enlisted) Approx 108,000 cu. ft. gen. cargo, 
13500 sq.ft, vehicles (6 lifts over 5 tons) Advance Naval Bases, approx 
400 tons, construction equipment -75000 cube. 1st Plat 49th QM Graves 
Registration Co 1 officer, 24 enlisted 1,5000 cube gen cargo and 4 ve¬ 
hicles approx 500 sq.ft. In space remaining load vehicles from 1st Corps 
Motor Transport Bn FMAQ. ATS requested to furnish loading details, pre¬ 
pare loading plan and cargo manifest for prompt airmail delivery to usual 
adees. ETD NOUMEA Sept 17. Units concerned requested to submit complete 
shipping data to ComSerCom for purpose of effecting efficient loading. 


15 0634 CCN30PAC to MACAR^TIUR Info NIUITZ, KING. 


Most score 4- . Communications received this date indicate that CominCh 
still contemplated BUIM FATSI operation he conducted 15 October - 30 
November and that KIETA BUKA operation be conducted 1 December - 31 Jan¬ 
uary concurrently with your East ern* NEW BRITAIN operations. Such con¬ 
cept precludes the possibility of providing any but most extreme range 
fighter protected day strikes and unescorted night strikes on RAEAUL 
during your CAPE GLOUCESTER operation. Para. The KILTA BUKA require¬ 
ment also precludes, practical consideration of seizure of airdrome sites 
in EMPRESS AUGUSTA BAY Area. Para. I am further advised by Nimitz that 


(Broke: XMMTERN") 
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15 0634 C0MS0PAC to MACARTHUR Info NIMITZ, KING (cont'd) 

there is an overall shortage of ATA and that he hopes to be able to use 
’’’"N in the 15 November MARSHALLS operation 5 of those now in SoPac Area. 

Para. From the foregoing you will see that I am in a most difficult 
position as to planning. As the SoPac dirce is aimed at the same Jan 
Area as your ITN BISMARK push I am most anxious to achieve the closest 
possible teamwork with you in order to confuse and destroy our enemy and 
would gladly undertake to implement any plan you deem necessary. You 
will appreciate that in order to proceed with my plans I must have clai— 
ification as to my responsibilities. I refer your further to my 150644 
addressed to Nimitz. Para. I am sending General Harmon and Colonel 
Riley to report to you to present additional aspects of my study of So- 
Paos forward movements. 




XN 


15 0635 C0HS0PAC to CINCPAC Info CINCSOV.'ESPAC, COMINCH. 

Host secret. This is Part 1 of 2 my 15064^. For Nimitz . Referring 
your letter of 6 September and to my 150634 addressed to MacArthur. 
Revised estimate of South BOUGAINVILLE situation indicated direct at¬ 
tack definitely undesirable so therefore offered for MacArthurs con¬ 
sideration an alternate plan involving strangulation South BOUGAINVILLE 
by occupation TREASURY ISLAND and CH0ISEUL Bay Area. On basis of his 
recently expressed interpretation of ELKT0N 3 MacArthur desires neutral¬ 
ization of RA3AUL by SoPac air during his landing on CAPE GLOUCESTER in 
December and therefore asked me to review situation with view to obtain¬ 
ing airdrome sites in BOUGAINVILLE from which fighter escorts could op¬ 
erate against RABAUL in December. This automatically would require land¬ 
ing or 30UGAINVILLE about 1 November to permit timely construction of 
airfields. Fighter radius would impose the necessity of location some 
northwest of 3UIN Area. Tie st Coast more feasible than East Coast for 
direct jump and northern EMPRESS AUGUSTA Bay Area tentatively selected 
as most likely site. Believe EMPRESS AUGUSTA Bay project possible but 
it would be a hazardous major operation and is not in accord with graphic 
timetable enclosed in King's letter of 6 September. Para. I ernest.ly 
recommend that my command relations be clarified at once in order that 
both MacArthus and I may know whether SoPac is committed to RUIN KIETA 
BUKA objectives and timetable or shall carry out operations deemed by 
MacArthur to be best suited to the overall success of SowesPac-SoPac 
campaign. 





15 064^ Handle as most secret this part 2 and final of my 150644. Paragraph. 

i’i'th reference to your use of APA's. Amphibious assaults in this area 
should be conducted during dark of the moon for considered reasons and 
if 5 of SoPacs 8 APA's are used in the MARSHALLS 15 November the 3 r will 
not be available here 1 November nor 1 December. And unless all are 
returned to SoPac promptly major landing operations will not even be 
possible during the Christmas new moon. Early advice in the premise is 
requested so that I may plan accordingly and inform MacArthur. Para. 

No additional Pacific Fleet support of south BOUGAINVILLE operations 
required other than such strategic dispositions of carriers with screens 
as you may consider necessary to counter Jap dispositions. Fara. In 
order to give you the best possible picture of various aspects of the 
SoPac situation repropose to sned Cagney to PEARL early next week^igr>q 
you approve. 1 O U o 
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16 0137 CINCPAC *o OEMSOPAC Info COMINCH, COHSOWESPAC. 

i or Halsey Ling MacArthur. Your 150644 I do not consider the graphic 
time table prepared by CominCh Flans Division and sent to me with copy 
to you by King's letter dated 6 September to be a directive. As King's 
forwarding letter to me states, it merely sets forth the tremendous 
planning problem for the conduct of the Pacific Campaign. It is mv 
understanding that your directives for post CARTWHEEL as well as CART¬ 
WHEEL will flow ^rom the Joint Chiefs of Staff thru NacArthur as in 
JCS 290183 .arch. I have not and do not propose to issue directives 
which will conflict with those flowing from the Joint Chiefs of Staff, 
ily letter to you dated 6 September included one paragraph exploring 
the possibility of using five 3rd Phib APA's for the MARSHALL operation. 

The targer date for that operation is 1 January 1944. 

16 0310 CIFCS0T7ESTPAC to HALSEY Info FIMITZ, KING. 

HiCom for Halsey only for action for Nimitz and King only for informa¬ 
tion. King pass to Marshall with reference despatches. Reference Com 
3rd Fits 150634 and 150644. Appreciate the difficult position in which 
3 ou ai e placed, bill be glad to confer with Harmon. It. was my under¬ 
standing that your resources were not to be diminished beyond your needs 
during the operation except by direction of the Joint Chiefs of Staff. 

The order of the Joint Chiefs of Staff is ,-> lear and explicit on unifying 
the command direction of our campaign. Any deviation therefrom not only- 
places you in an extremely embarrassing position but threatens the future 
success of the entire operation. I am sure that both Admiral King and 
Admiral Nimitz will clearly recognize this fact. 

18 0355 CINCPOA to COMINCH Info COMGENCENTPAC, COMSERVPAC, C0MCEHTPACF0R . 

Propose widening and deepening TE BUABUA CHANNEL FUNAFUTI to 45 feet by 
600 feet to permit entrance Major Fleet units thus providing new secure 
anchorage supporting initial phases Central Pacific Campaign. TE AVA FUAGEA 
control depth now 40 feet but channel tortuous. Army engineers state 
dredging conditions best at TE BUABUA. Estimate completion 1 January 1944 
using Army engineers and Army dredges PACIFIC and MACKENZIE to move about 
half million cubic yards. PACIFIC now available at CANTON and MACKENZIE 
probably available at MIDWAY end October. Para. Those and possibly other 
dredges may be required later in MARSHALLS. CG CentPac has made despatch 
request to V.'&r Dept for authority control employment all Pacific Army dredges 
as situation demands. Para. Request your approval. 

18 2042 COMINCH to CINCPOA Info C0KCENTPACF0R , COMSERVPAC, COMGENCENTPAC . 

Your 180355 approved. This is HiCom. 


181C 
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18 2347 CINCPAC to GOMINC H Info SUPERS, COMCENTPAC, C0HFIFTHPHI3F0R, COMFIFTHPUIBCORPS . 

Request no relief be ordered for RAd Hill as Com3atDiv 4 until after 
GAL.ANIC. If approved Hill will use MARYLAND as his flagship for that 
operation. MARYLAND COLORADO will operate under ComBatDiv 2. No transport 
with required communications available for Hill to use as assault group 
commander. 

19 1629 COMINCH to CINCPAC, COllCENTPAC Info BUPSRS . 

Handle this with utmost secrecy . Use of MARYLAND purpose mentioned your 
182347 not satisfactory. 16 inch battleshios should not be giver, secondary 
combat duties. Assign vessel of BatDiv 3 as Flagship for Hill. 

21 2219 CCr.IUCH to CIHCPAC Info CQMPHIBTRAPAC, COMSOPAC, CCUCENPAC, CINCLANT, 

COH5THPHIB, COM5TIL\NPUI3COR . 

. Very secret. HICCXI. Urdis 210253 not to all info adees. Expect APA’s 
77AYNE, DUPAGE, ELMORE, 3011 VAR can arrive San Diego by 1 November. 

SIR,ITER, CAj LAV:AY by 8 November. FAYETTE by 25 November. Last 3 can be 
expedited only by reducing shakedown. If you consider warranted will 
authorize reduction not exceeding 1 week. Expect BELLEGROVE (LSD2) and 
EFFING FORREST (LSD4) each equipped with 14 LGM (3) available at San 
Diego by 15 November. Regarding 5 XAF your term "above current levels" 
not clear. However, the 9 AP's being assigned you in accordance Vice 
CTIO airmailgram 012148 are maximum number that can be made available 
• without unacceptable further delay in movement of joint priority list. 

Unable reply request C wit lout complete information interlocking training 
commitments involved. If decision by me is essential amplify your request. 

22 0426 COMSOPAC to CincSoUesPacFor Info CCHINCH, CINCPAC. 



This for MacArthur, King, and ’ T imitz only. This is most secret. I have 
issued warning order ('copies by mail) mounting offensive operation to 
commence about 1 November in accordance with 1 of 2 plans. Plan 1 calls 
for seizure and occupation of TREASURY ISLAND for installation Radar, 
advance FT base, and staging area and North EMPRESS AUGUSTA BAY area 
(vicinity PURTJATA Mission) for construction of airfields in vicinity 
latter area. Plan 2 (alternate) in 2 phases; Phase 1, seizure and occu¬ 
pation TREASURY ISLAND and CHOISHUL BAY area, for installation Radars, 
establishment advanced PT bases and construction airfields in CH01SEUL 
BAY area in preparation for Phase 2; Phase 2, seizure and occupation 
airfields in NUMA NUMA (TENUKAU) area, BOUGAINVILLE ISLAND, during latter 
part of December 1943. Forces for this phase to be assigned later. 

Final selection of plan dependent on result of reconnaissance despatched 
via submarines 21 September to NUMA NUMA, KIETL and E’TRESS AUGUSTA BAY 
areas . 


S«?®® 58asamended 

hq useucom 
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210253 CINCPAC to Cominch Info COMBOPAC, COMCENTPAC, COM 5TH PHI3F0R, 

COM 5TH Air-::-'COP., \pac . 

Hicon. It appears training 4th Mardiv for Barikrate Operations 
may be so delayed by late arrival on west coast of APA's that 
target date Bankrate operation 'Kill be affected. All nresent 
PacFleet assault shipping fully committed to Cartwheel and Gal¬ 
vanic. Indications are thn 4 - next 7 APA's will not be available 
4th Mardiv until mid-November . Optimum for training is 12 APA's 
and 3 AKA's in San Diego by mid-November. Para. It is most 
desir^able that tempo of Central Pacific Campaign not be slowed 
down by the lack of adequate number of assault bottoms. Request 
(A) readiness Sumpter, Wayne, DuPorge Elmore Bolivar Callaway 
Fayette be expedited to permit all arri’-o San Diego by 1 No- 
vember (3) 5 XAPS above current levels and 2 LSD's equipped 
with landing craft be made available CinCPac at San Diego 
prior 15 November. (C) 4th Mardiv be assigned 1st priority 
training went coast. If the above is done the 4th Mardiv can 
sail from west coast by 15th December. 

24 0405 CINCPAC t6 COMINCH Info COMCBNTPACFOR . 

This is HiCom. Request reconsideration your 191629. MARYLAND preferred 
to ship BatDiv 3 for following reasons. Had planned use TENNESSEE with 
BatDiv FOUR to operate with assault of 2nd Marines and PENNSYLVANIA with 
BatDiv 3 with assault of 27th Division. Necessity for assembly of ships 
of each assault group for training and rehearsals makes interchange battle¬ 
ships or ships of assault groups very difficult account present location 
ships and Navy Yard status and mounting operations at widely separated 
points. As MARYLAND has alow speed while all ships BatDiv 3 have good 
speed the substitution of a ship from latter division is considered tac¬ 
tically undesirable. Early decision requested in order permit installation 
necessary additional communication facilities in selected ship. 

25 0359 CINCPAC to COMGEN 4th MARDIV, COMCENTPACFOR Info COMGEN 5th PHIBCORPS, MARCOR. 


4th MarDiv assigned Com 5th PhibCorps for duty to permit coordination of 
amphibious training subject to limitations CominCh 171431. 
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RPr.PTiT DECLASSIFIED 

Authority: E0 12958, as amended 

23 0349 CINCFAC to ALPAC . HQ USEUCOM 

UTMOST SECRET . Recapitulated definitions and instructions for hand- i ■ $ 
line dispatches of special classifications follow. Quote IliCom. . 
Designation for messages which should be shown only to senior officer 
in each command addressed and given only absolute minimum internal 
distribution directed by him in each specific case. 'Quote Utmost 
Secrecy or Highest Secrecy, normally reserved for messages concerning 
important future operations and shall be given minimum current dis¬ 
semination. Quote Ultra or Super. Material gained from decryption 
enemy despatches and important non obvious deductions from their 
special communication security methods. Extreme secure methods of 
handling pnd minimum internal distribution required. Only narrowest 
distribution machine cryptographic systems or one time cipher will 
be employed With exception in instances where absolutely necessary 
and operational directives will not serve in which case use only 
highest security minimum distribution system v/itb barest essentials 
and least use of exact dates times positions and names of units in 
order to avoid any connection with source. Words ultra or super in 
text required to identify this classification of message. Except for 
safe stowage on shore by area commanders all others burn as soon as 
possible never carrying into combat. When unavoidably combined with 
other material this intelligence to be removed from dispatches before 
filing substituting word super therefore in blanks. File this despatch 
with material designated for first priority destruction in the event 
of possible sinking or capture maintaining only reference and location 
in normal files. Destroy all translations of MyDis 212345 Feb. 

200717 Mar. and 020257 April. 


25 2238 C0MUE1T SAMOA to CCMSOPAC Info CINCFAC, C0YAIRS0PAC. 


SAMOAN area airfields. UP0LU complete. TUTUILA TAFU1TA complete 
LEONE 95% complete. WALLIS fields complete SATELLITE field additional 
taxiways and plane hides total complete 16. 10 under construction 

ll/» complete. Relocating widening and resurfacing new taxiways and 
hardstands 40?S complete. 27 hardstands now ready. FUNAFUTI field 
complete taxiway 97% complete blast pens 99% complete. NANUGEA fighter 
runway 2% complete temporary fighter runway 80^ usable except extreme 
wet weather. Bomber runway 25%. Hardstands for 30 VF or VSB 20^. 
FUKUPETAU fighter runway 25%. VF housing and facilities 5%. Bomber 
runway 5% complete. V3H housing and facilities none. Taxiway west 
end of fighter strip to each end bomber strip 5%. 

26 0439 CINCFAC to COMINCH Info CCNOKNCENTPAC, C0M3EN SAMOA. 


Ref Task C JCS 202204 July. As a result of extensive detailed study based 
on further photo reconnaissance and questioning competent British engineer 
who lived on NAURU 18 years prior Jap occupation, I consider that the cap¬ 
ture defense development and logistic support of that island as part of 
GALVANIC will involve losses of jersonnel and material and a logistic bur¬ 
den which outweigh advantages. Para 2. I concur with Army Marine amphibious 
commanders concerned that capture requires employment 1 division and prob¬ 
ability of losses which makes success doubtful. Para 3 shipping available 
for GALVANIC is short 2 APA and 5 AKA indicated to be available by JCS 
directive. This necessitates assault employment 5 AP. Para 4. As alterna¬ 
tive I recommend the capture and development of MAKIN plus vigorous 
denial NAURU during oi eration. This task is within assault shipping capacj.ig ,^ ^ 











September (GCT) 


26 .0439 GIIICPAS to GCM INCH Info CONGEHCENTPAC, COMGEN SAMOA . -Cont'd- 

provides acceptable alternate search and striking base and reduces 
losses and logistic burden to acceptable figures. Tara 5. After oc¬ 
cupation MARSHALLS consider situation NAURU will become similar to 
that of KISKA after our capture of ATTU. Lara G. Cominch concurs 
in foregoing and recommends approval by Joint Chiefs of Staff. 

27 1805 COMINCH to CINCPAC Info WAR DEPT. 


HiConu Joint Chiefs of Staff approve paragraph 4 your 260439. In 
forwarding concurrence the Chief of Staff US Army states the Commanding 
General, Army Air Forces, however, wishes to point out the implications 
(which may have already been considered) in abandoning the seisure of 
a single island which oontains air base facilities ready for immediate 
use and, instead woiwa taking an island with only potential air base 
capabilities, especially since the latter action includes the possibility 
of losses to our Fleet from the Japanese land bases air forces in 
the MARSHALLS. 

29 0139 CINCPAC to COMGENCEHTPAC, COMGEN SAMOA, COMCENPAC, COMSOPAC . 

KOURBASH has been substituted for AMPHORISM as GALVANIC objective. 

This is HiCora. 

30 0239 COMSOPAC to CINCPAC Info COMINCH, COMGEN SOPAC . 

Cominch 181430. This is roost, secret . On basis of known air¬ 
craft commitments, completion base and airfield construction, 
effect of operations outside theater upon SoPac defenses and 
assuming post CA^TVIIESL mission for SoPac will be seizure NEW 
INLAND PE”' HANOVER requirements for entire present SoPac geo¬ 
graphical area are given for phases described below. For 
brevity and disregarding some differences in organization and 
functions, all infantry is in terms Arms’- units, antiaircraft 
in AA gun groups, seacoast artillery in harbor defense bat¬ 
talions, construction units in Seebees or Navy base mainte¬ 
nance units. Area reserve and Army service units necessary to 
sustain garrisons not included. Part 1 of 2 my 300243. 

1st Phase (present positions and preparation assault BOUGAIN¬ 
VILLE) . For garrisons: 4 Divisions plus 2 Bns. IB gun groups, 
13 harbor defense bns., 21 and 1/2 SeaBee3, B and 1/2 special 
SeaBees, 21 and 3/4 maintenance units. For BOUGAINVILLE as¬ 
sault: 3 Divisions, 3 gun groups, 2 harbor defense bns., 7 
SeaBees plus l/2 special SeaBee. 2nd Phase (completion BOU¬ 
GAINVILLE operation and initiation 1 'AVI ENG assault) for gar¬ 
risons: 3 Divisions plus 4 sep. regts, 13 and 1/4 gun groups, 
13 harbor defense bns, 14 SeaBees, 8 and l/2 special SeaBees, 
37 and l/4 maintenance units. For KAVIENG assault: 3 Division, 
3 gun groups, 3 harbor defesne bns, 5 SeaBees, 2 special Sea¬ 
Bees . 

30 0243 COMSOPAC to CINCPAC Info COMINCH. COMGEN SOPAC . 



Most Secret . Part 2 and final my 300243. Part 1 was 300239 . 
Para. 3rd Phase (seizure PONAPE and consolidation NEW IRELAND) 
(Cont’d. next page) 181^ 
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30 0243 COMnOPAC To CITTCFAC Info COMINCH, COHOBN 30?AC - Continued- 


For garrisons: 3 Divisions plus 4 separate regts., 12 gun 
groups, 15 harbor defense bns, 13 SeaBees, 10 and 1/2 special 
SeaBees, 44 maintenance units. Para. 4th Phase (seizure TRU$ 
For garrison: 31/2 Divisions, 91/4 gun groups ,8 harbor de¬ 
fense bns, 11 SeaBees, 10 special SeaBees, 43 maintenance 
units. Pars. Schedule movements to rear area for rehabili¬ 
tation. Prior to 2nd Phase 2 Divisions. Between 2nd and 3rd 
Phase 2 Divisions. Between 3rd and 4th Phase 3 Divisions. 

30 0631 CINC EASTERN FLEET To CINCPAC. 


Most Secret . Col© has given me your message which I greatly appreciate. 
You” may be assured that "STRAIT STRIKES" are very much in my mind and 
will oertainly be executed directly my ships are withdrawn from MEDITER- 
q a. ^^l^ANEAN where they have been employed to very good advantage. 

01 0043 A EM. HALSEY to MACARTHUR Info COMINCH, CINCPAC, COMSOPAC. 


HICOM . For MACARTHUR only. Admiral HALSEY originates. Based on in- 
Tomation obtained by reoent reconnaissance Northern IMPRESS AUGUSTA 
BAY Area, have selected plan No. 1, my 001901 of 22 September and my 
220426. Dog day 1 November. Request your concurrence. 


05 0249 CINCPOA To COMINCH . 

Study most recent photographs and hydrographic information shows neoessity 
for making initial assaults GALVANIC near high tide. Expeditious and 
eoonomic accomplishment air and gun fire support missions require suitable 
daylight period. Maximum time for landing troops equipment and supplies 
and for establishing beachhead 1st day is of utmost importance. As 19 
November west longitude date will best meet those requirements plan 
that day as D Day. Plan air strikes and operations against NAURU prior 
D Day. 

05 1605 COMINCH TO CINCPAC . 

HiCom. For Admiral Nimitz only. 19 November as recommended your 050249 
approved as firm date. 

04 2132 COMINCH To CINCPAC Info CCMAIRPAC. 


In view change in plan of forthcoming operations which presents problem 
of air protection of an advanced position during construction of airfield 
suggest consideration be given to use of HE arresting and catapulting 
units this connection. Experience gained would be of great help in 
evaluating usefulness this gear in connection planning future Pacific 
operations. 2 units now available at Port Hueneme and 2 at Naval Air 
Material Center Philadelphia. 
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declassified 


02 1832 JOINT CHIEFS OF STAFF to MACARTHUB Info NIMITZ, HATLEY . 

QUADRANT decisions as set forth in CCS 319/5 insofar as they pertain to 
the war against JAPAN were projected only so far in the future as the 
situation permitted when the decisions were made• Until the defeat of 
GERMANY occurs# the Combined Chiefs of Staff have decided to push the war 
against JAPAN by maintaining unremitting pressure against her from every 
direction, subject to the availability of the means at our disposal. This 
pressure initiated by you in the SOUTHWEST PACIFIC and through Halsey in 
the SOUTH PACIFIC is now to be extended to the CENTRAL PACIFIC and to BURMA. 
We hope to gain some advantage from operations in CHINA, particularly air, 
in order to keep CHINA in the war and to maintain constant pressure from 
that direction. A thrust from the NORTH PACIFIC is also a possibility 
though at a much later date. The dispositions taken by the Japanese to 
meet our efforts will have considerable influence on the ultimate decision 
as the main effort for the forces from the PACIFIC and SOUTHWEST PACIFIC 
areas. The important thing is constant pressure from all directions until 
means become available for the kill. 

Although decision has not been made by the Chiefs of Staff covering opera¬ 
tions in the SOUTHWEST PACIFIC beyond those set forth for the seizure of 
the ADMIRALTY ISLANDS, BISMARCK ARCHIPELAGO and the North Coast of NEW 
GUINEA as far west as VOGELKOP, plans must be perfected for further opera¬ 
tions beyond those phases. It appears that the next logical objective for 
the SOUTHWEST PACIFIC Forces is the seizure of MINDANAO. However, it may 
be found practicable to make this effort from the CENTRAL PACIFIC or to 
concentrate our effort in a thrust farther north through the BONINS. Our 
rapid expansion and immediate availability of naval surface forces including 
carriers is giving us a decided advantage in naval strength. Not repeat not 
to make full use of this would be a serious error. We must seek the best 
method and the most fruitful area in which to utilize this asset. 

The significance of your impending discussions with the Australian Govern¬ 
ment is appreciated. We hope you will point out that our best chance of 
a quick defeat of the Japanese can only be obtained by applying the greatest 
possible effort with coordinated timing along each of the avenues of approach. 
Any let-down on the part of the Australians can only result in a drag on 
operations. It is of the greatest importance that they continue supporting 
you to the utmost. 

In order to capitalize on any weakening in the Japanese resistance in your 
area, it appears of great importance that your plans for the re-entry into 
the PHILIPPINES be perfected as quickly as possible. With the ground work 
you have already laid there, you have an excellent chance of suocess in 
such an operation as soon after you reach VOGELKOP as means become available, 
assuming that the naval carrier offensive has made anticipated progress. 

These plans should be developed on 2 assumptions: 

1st on the basis of a gradual build-up of the strength in SWPA generally 
at the present rate, and 

2nd on the basis that the main effort will come in your area. 

Decision as to the ultimate plan to be adopted must necessarily be deferred. 
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SECRET 

October (GCT) 

06 2251 CINCPAC to CINCLAHT Info COMINCH. 


HatJ S£UC0M 258 ' as *mera ei] 


HiCom. Have lost services 6 destroyers by sinking or battle damage during 
last week. Present shortage acute and affects present and pending operations 
Request you expedite dispatch of PacFlt destroyers covered by your 031950 
and prior dispatches. Modified shakedown acceptable. 


06 1801 CINCPAC to COMCENTPAC Info COMSOPAC . 

Reference CinCPac Op Plan 13-43. Desire at early date your plan to vigor¬ 
ously deny NAURU. Para. Minimum requirement is an attack on NAURU about 
D minus two day with 1 CV, 1 CVL, 3 CA and appropriate DD screen. Subse¬ 
quent denial dependent on circumstances. Para. Expect that SARATOGA and 
MONTEREY will be available for this strike. 

07 0326 COMAIRPAC to C0MPH0T0R0N 3 Info CINCPAC C0MFAIRT7ING 2 . 

This is most secret. Incident to photographic reconnaissance of MAKIN 
conduct a light token bombing of MAKIN ISLAND for the purpose of inducing 
natives to leave that island for LITTLE MAKIN. No not molest LITTLE MAKIN. 
Delivery to all addressees is to be effected by officer messenger only. 

07 1720 CINCLANT to CINCPAC Info CCMINCH. 


This is HiCom. Handle with utmost secrecy. Your 062251 LUCE (PD522) 
will be ordered direct from TRINIDAD where she arrives 12 October. 
COTTEN (DD609) from HAMPTON ROADS as soon as practicable. CAPERTON 
(DD 650) from BOSTON Area 9 October. I shall endeavor to dispatch 
others as soon as rraoticable but this is dependent upon committments 
over some of which I have no control. 

07 2215 CCft! 3RD FLEET To CINCPAC Info COL'CENTPAC, COMINCH, GINCSONESPAC, 
CCHSOWESPAC . 

This jp most secret . CinCPac action pass info to COMCENTPAC . 
Referring to recent PEARL discussions now consider it desirable to 
have 1 additiohal light cruiser division plus minimum screen of 4 
destroyers to alternate with CruDiv 12 from 25 October until 12 Nov¬ 
ember or later if Jap dispositions warrant. In addition to foregoing 
request (a) immediate replacement of 5 DDs recently sunk or damaged 
(B) 1 division of DDs to bolster up coverage for longer communication 
lines incident to DIPPER operation. 
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-SECRET. —. 

October (GCT) 

12 0452 COMSOPAC to CINCPAC, 


COMINCH Info CINCSOWESP AC, 



BADGER. 


HICOM. Conferred 9-10 October with CinCSoWestPac concerning 
salient points BISMARCK-ADMIRALTY assault informing Mac- 
Arthur of highlights of PEARI conferences. SoWestPac and 
SoFac planners now preparing OBERLINE plan. Next week 
SoPac base plans and SeronSoPac representatives will visit 
SoWestPac to collaborate on plans for facilities and logis¬ 
tics. 


Tentative plan contemplates (A) SoPac assault on KAVIENG 
supported by carriers and heavy units of PacFleetj(B) 
assault on MANUS mounted NEW GUINEA assault forces to be 
determined later; (C) RABAUL to be initially by-passed; 
(D) selection of BISMARCK fleet base site deferred until 
after occupation; (E) Lion.assembled and staled as recom¬ 
mended by later despatch; (F) pooling of maintenance and 
supporting shipping and facilities to be made subject of 
recommendation about 1 November. 


Mac Arthur desires assurance of fleets protection during 
his subsequent movement along NEW GUINEA coast beginning 
about 1 May. He was informed that subject to CinCPac 
approval fleets strategic disposition and operations would 
be such as to deter attack in force by any considerable 
component of Japanese fleet. 

13 0416 CO! 3rd FLEET to UNKNOWN (PROBABLY CINCPAC) . 

Most Secfet. On about D Day in connection next operation purpose 
lay standard 3 row defensive mine field northwest of EMPRESS AUGUST 
BAY and 2 row offensive field northeast of CAPE FRIENDSHIP. Latter 
to be reinforced as soon as available mine layers can be reloaded. 
Request approval* 


14 0030 COMSUBSPAC to CINCPAC . 

HiCom. Your 130455 and Com 7th Fit 060937. Concur as to need for more 
submarines on West Coast AUSTRALIA but do not concur with necessity keeping 
12 submarines on East Coast where targets are few and where chief value of 
submarines lies in scouting and landing or evacuating personnel. Believe 
6 submarines on East Coast AUSTRALIA is maximum that can be profitably 
employed at present and this number can be gradually reduced as our land 
and surface forces advance in NEW GUINEA-S0L0M0NS area. Recommend increase 
in number submarines assigned West AUSTRALIA be made by transferring from 
East AUSTRALIA as strategic situation permits and not by increasing total 
submarines assigned southwest Pacific which would be at expense of Task 
Force 17. My present number submarines available is still insufficient to 
adequately patrol all productive areas available in Central Pacific. 
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October (GOT) 

22 1319 COMINCH to CINCPAC Info COMSOPAC, COMNORPAC. 

HICOM ONLY In view probability of another .conference similar to 
quadrant in near future, request your broad recommendations concern¬ 
ing sequence, timing and nature of Pacific operations as outlined in 
quadrant for 1944. 

25 0015 COMSOPAC to CINCPAC Info CinCSoWesPac, COMINCH. 

HICOM. Your 230315 on request of JCS General Llacarthur is submitting 
Reno 3 Plan which covers the employmait of SoPac forces during 1944. 

HiCom. SOPAC Operational and Logistic Planners have collaborated at SOWEST 
GHQ in matters pertaining to SOPAC Forces and have been consulted as to 
probable reactions in Central Pacific. When authorized by General llacArthur 
to do so I will send a representative to PEARL with copy of proposed RENO 3. 
Halsey. 

26 0519 CINCPAC to CCMINCH. 

Your 221319. My serial 00198 dated 3® September 1943 is a broad 
indication of sequence timing and nature of Central Pacific Operations 
during 1944. The bulk of Pacific Fleet strength will be required to 
support each assault. It is expected that FLINTLOCK will invblve 
the simultaneous seizure or control of the MARSHALLS. An extension 
of that control to include ENIWET0K and KUSAIE will be a simultaneous 
operation. WAKE, P01TAPE and TRUK will be seized in successive phases. 

YAP and the PELEWS will be seized in a simultaneous operation. All of 
these operations will be a combination of ship-shore and shore-shore 
moves. It now appears that we will not gain control of the MARSHALLS 
before early February 1944. However experience gained in GALVANIC and 
FLINTLOCK should permit more rapid progress later so that we can expect 
the MANDATES to be in our hands by the end of 1944. Para. Means for 
an advance into the KURILES in 1944 are not in sight, but plans and 
preparations for that operation are going forward. Para. South Pacific 
operations are referred to in ComSoPac 250815 which you are information 
addressee. 


26 2039 COMINCH, CNO to CINCPAC. 


HiCom. Treat this with greatest secrecy. Target date for offensive opera¬ 
tions against PARAMUSHIRU has been set for the Spring of 1945. Desire your 
recommendation regarding employment of Com 9th PhibFor and staff with 
Central Pacific Force, possibly with 7th Army Division. 


28 0643 C CM SOPAC to CINCPAC Info COMINCH CINCS0J7ESPAC CTF 37 CCMCENPAC. 



This iB most secret. Enemy forces now in TRUK may move south in reaction 
to our present operations. Request consideration immediately moving present 
TF 37 to a position where it may assist interception of such move and at 
same time be in position to carry out assignment under ComCenPac. If enemy 
moves south in strength recommend reassignment this task force to me. 
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22 1825 CCMINCH & CNO to CINCPOA, COMNORPAC, COMNOWESSEAFRON, CCMWESSE AFRON, 

COMALSEC, CCMHAV7SEAFRON Info C O MCENTPAC, COMSO P AC, WAR DEPT CCMGENCENTPAC 

Treat the following as sealed secret . XIX The following decisions 
of the Joint Chiefs of Staff are forwarded for your information and 
necessary action: (A) The category of defense in ALASKA (exclusive of 
the ALEUTIANS) is reduced from "B" to "Modified A". That of the 
UNALASKA subsector of the ALEUTIANS is reduced from "D" to "B" and 
that of the ADAK subsector is reduced from "D" to "C". As regards 
naval and air defense the category of defense for HAWAII should be 
category "D" but as regards ground forces not less than 2 divisions, 
including ground forces in transit or training, should be considered 
adequate. (B) The garrison of ALASKA will be reduced to a ceiling of 
80000 by 1 July 1944, or sooner if shipping and construction require¬ 
ments permit. (C) The target date for planning purposes for the cap¬ 
ture of PARAMUSHIRU will not be earlier than the Spring of 1945. (D) 

Construction of base facilities in the ALEUTIANS for the capture of 
PARAMUSHIRU is restricted to providing staging area and facilitating 
supply for that operation. (E) 3 air bases in the ALEUTIANS will be 
prepared for the operations of B29 bombers not later than Spring 1944. 

Para 2. A definition of category of defense "Modified A" referred to in 1A 
aboVe will be forwarded later as a separate communication. Para. 3. 

This is CCMINCH & CNO number 4. 

29 1645/6 CCMINCH & CN O to CINCPAC, CINCLANT, ALL SEAFRONS COMS Info ALL NAVEIST 

£CT.1DTS, COMDT ALASKAN SECTOR, CCWNORPACOFR," CTG 26.1, COf.'DT COAST- 

GUARD, CTF 24, CHIEF OF STAFF ARMY. “ 


Category of defense A has been modifiod and redefined. Revise part 
31 A F T P 155 being forwarded by mail. Joint Chiefs of Staff direct 
that upon receipt this revision the category of defense in ARGENTIA, 
BERMUDA, and in EASTERN, BULF CARIBBEAN, WESTERN AND NORTHWESTERN SEA 
FRONTIERS (less ADAK and UNALASKA subsectors) be reduced from B to A. 
Reduce defense forces and establishments to conform. PaSeaFron remain 
in Category B. Changes in category of defense for ADAK and UNALASKA 
subsectors contain modification for HAWSEAFRON promulgated to adees 
concerned by separate despatch. CominCh and CNO number 6. 

30 °450 CCMSOPAC to CTF 72, COMAIRSOPAC Info CINCPAC, CINCSOWESPAC, COMSOWESPAC 

Most Secret . ComAirSoPac strike NAURU with such power as within your 
mean6 on 20 November. ComTaskForce 72 place submarine your force at 
disposal ComAirSoPac as navigational aid and rescue ship arranging 
details direct with ComAirSoPac. 
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SE CR ET jtfgr; !\C 

October (GCT) 

26 1627 C CM INCH & CNO NO.5 to CINCPAC info COMSOPAC COMSOWESPACFOR. 


Handle this as Utmost secret HiCom. Para 1. Suggest that the time has come 
for 6ubs to pay more attention to the Jap Fleet and its movements which might 
affect our own operations. This could be attained by using coordinated sub¬ 
marine groups (not necessarily against combatant ships exclusively) in areas 
where units of the Jap Navy are likely to be met. Para 2. Halsey’s use of 
Task Force 72 has brought this idea to mind. Scheme is sound but might be 
expected to work better if a division or squadron commander were embarked in 
1 of the subs to coordinate the operation. Para 3. Let me have your views 
as to use of coordinated submarine groups such as that now operating under 
Momsen to extend offensive capabilities against Jap Fleet. Idea is to inter¬ 
pose such a group between Jap base and our Fleet when latter is on the of¬ 
fensive or station group on probable line of advance of any Jap move that is 
estimated to be impending. Para 4. 

27 2123 CINCPAC to CCMSUBPAC, CCMCENPACFOR . 

This is HiCom. Make comment and recommendation on ConinCh 261627 No. 5. 

29 0302 COM 3RD FLT to CTF 39, CTG.31.3, 31.6, 31.7, CTU 31.1.5 Info CNB AND COMGEN 

FORWARD AREA, COMGEN FMAC, CTG 31.1," COMINCH, CINCPAC, SUPREME COMDR SOWBSPAC, 

COMAIRSOLS, NAYBASE TULAGI, ALL CPMUENS SOPAC, CCMDESRON 23, ALL TFC’S SOPAC . 

This will be Qommander 3rd Fleet Operation Plan 16 D-43. GOODTIME has 
been occupied by blue. 3rd Echelon to GOODTIME enroute to land there D 
plus 5 daylight. 1st of 2 parts 290302 . Composition 3rd Echelon Southern 
Landing Force was unit 31.1.5 is 4 LCI’s 2 LST’s 3 DD's Task Unit Comdr. 
Conway. 1st Echelon Blue Northern Force will land at CHERRYBLOSSCM D Day. 

2nd echelon will land CHERRYBLOSSCM daylight D plus 5 day and 3rd 
echelon daylight D plus 10 day. Composition northern force 2nd and 
3rd echelons described in CTF 31 Oporder A 15-43. Tracks of all fore¬ 
going echelons will be supplied direct by originator. General task. 

This force will destroy enemy surface craft, aircraft and submarines 
attempting to interfere with approach, initial landing and withdrawal 
of northern force beyond end 3rd echelons and southern force 3rd echelon. 

Task organization. Task Force 39 Rear Admiral Merrill CruDiv 12 DesRon 23 . 
Task Force 33 Major General Mitchell shore-based aircraft SoPac. Task 
Foroe 39 fuel depart TULAGI-PURVIS area in time to permit arrival off 
SIMBO ISLAND ahead of northern force 2nd and 3rd echelons. 

29 0321 CINCPAC to COMSOPAC Info COMINCH,COMCKNPACFOR, CTF 37 . 

HICOM . Your 280643 carefully considered. My views on employment heavy 
ships remain as expressed my secret serial 00975 of 28 July. Desire 
compliance my 131942 regarding designated battleships and destroyers 
reporting ComCenPacFor 0000 GCT 29 Oct. Present intention they depart 
EFATE about 29-30 October hold specified exercises and arrive NANDI 
6 November fuel and depart for GALVANIC on 10th. Change of schedule 
would interfere with preparations for GALVANIC without in my opinion 
increasing safety your forces. Your situation will be closely followed 
and support furnished if it appears necessary and feasible. 
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October-November (GCT ) 

31 1400 COMINCH <t CNO to CINCPOA Info 7/AR DEPT, CNO 

HICCM. Pass CCS 329/2 to ComGenCentPac. Reference paragraph 18 
Xnnex 1 that paper as executive agency of Combined Chiefs Of Staff 
CominCh directs you to plan and train for Central Pacific Campaign 
and to request personnel and material in advance of specific JCS 
directives giving timing and objective of each operation. War De¬ 
partment concurs. 

01 0057 CCMSOPAC to CINCPAC, COMINCH, CNO, OPNAV Info C IIICSOWESPAC. COMSOPAC 
ADMIN, CCMOENSOPAC . ' -- 

This is HiCoim . Latest trends in shaping of RENO 3: (a) Assault on 
MERCANTILE will be under SoWesPac Command launched through BOILING POINT 
from SoWesPac bases and employing a majority of SoWesPac assault 
troops. (B) Subsequent development of air and naval facilities and pro¬ 
vision of units for paocvation of such development at MERCANTILE io 
be a function of SoPac. (Cj Assault forces MERCANTILE to be replaced 
by garrison from SoPac or SoWesPac to be determined later. (O) SoPac 
will immediately detail 3 SeaBees to be staged in DIMINISH for eventual 
transportation to MERCANTILE. These SeaBees will initially develop 
DIMINISH staging and base facilities for forces employed in MERCANTILE 
Operation. Propose organizing SeaBees as regiment which will report 
to SoWesPac for temporary duty. (E) SoPac will be responsible for sei¬ 
zure and development of FOREARM with SoPac forces augmented b£ CinCPac 
and CentPac as may be directed by CinCPac. (F) Details of subsequent 
supply of FOREARM now under study. Adees will be advised as early as 
practicable. (G) Propose install Lion (modified as necessary) in 
MERCANTILE-FOREARM-SOMNAUBULIST Area. Location to be determined after 
post-assault survey. (A) in separate despatch will request first 
echelon of Lion arrive in SoPac waters by lb March. 

03 0100 COMSOPAC to CINCPAC Info CINCSOWESPAC, Com 7th FLT, COMINCH . 

HiCom. Your 022026 indicates reinforcements enroute RA3AUL against 
which forces now available to ComSoPac will be at dangerous disadvantage 
Imperative for success of CHERRYBL0SS0M landing that subsequent echelons 
move as planned. Task Force 39 although still effective is reported as 
having received some minor damage and will require rearming after each 
extensive engagement. In addition to expected cruiser augmentation I 
strongly urge that Third Fleet be at once reinforced with fast battleships 
and destroyers now in SOPAC area. If enemy reinforcement base RABAUL, I 
intend interpose appropriate covering forces to prevent attacks on 
convoys or T0R0KINA. Halsey. 
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3 0915 CT^nr-wC to 90?-* iQPAC , 00!"3ATTAC 


PiCon. Orudiv 13 DesDiv 49 temporari! 1 '- assigned 
ComDoPac . Currently plan detach them from CcnSoPrc 
about 1. November for CALVANIC. 2nd addressee direct 
units mentioned proceed best speed toward EfTPIPITlT. 
ConSoPnc alter d stiration as desired. My 022026 
current information indicates improbability opposition 
by enemy carriers and battleships. Paragraph Tour 030100 
consider that. battleships should not be employed in enemy 
air and submarine operating areas unless suitable targets 
may reasonably be expected. Paragraph In circumstances 
believe reinforcements being furnished ccunled with heavy 
air superiority held by ComSoPac and CinCSo" r esPao will 
meet your requirements . 2nd action addressee inform otlier 5 
concerned in his vicinity. 


4 0446 Op-nppAC to CTUCPAC . 

Tills is PiCom . Your 030915 I requested use of battleships 
as most quickly accessible reinforcements which would 
give SoPac superiority at probably point of contact. 

1 our information concerning < T ap reinforcements nov; en- 
route south leads me to believe that we will still be 
inferior to Jap strength even with addition of CruDiv 
13. finally with reference to air superiority held by 
bom^oPec and 0in0So T 'esPac 2 important point - re offered 
fo?’ your further consideration (A) C-eogrephy and distances 
from bAPAUL and DoPac bases are such that surface actions 
will certainly be fought at night when air superiority 
cannot be aprlied (B) Uxisten.ce other fronts usually pre-' 
vent comUoPac air from consistent attacks on RA3AUL or 



bABATfL can be reinforced fvr>m m ^UK faster than the slot 
^orce can from CentPnc . -Para. As in the pant we will 
hurt Asps and attack them with everything \.e have but 
hate to gi _, e them an even break. Halsey 
° R f • CruDiv 13 and DesDiv 4D temnorsrily assigned ComSoPac . 
Currently plan dot-ch them from ComSoPac abrut 12 November. 
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03 0915 CINCPAC to COMSOPAC, C0M3ATPAC Info CCMINCH, CCMCENPACPOR, C0M5THPHI3FCR. 
CONGROUP 2" 5TH PHIBFOR 


HiCom . CruDiv 13 and DesDiv 49 temporarily assigned ComSoPac. Currently 
plan detach than from ComSoPac about 12 November for GALVANIC. 2nd addressee 
direct units mentioned proceed best speed toward ESPIRITU. ComSoPac alter 
destination as desired. My 022026 current information indicates improbability 
opposition by enemy carriers and battleships. Para. Your 030100 consider 
that battleships should not be employed in enemy air and submarine operating 
areas unless suitable targets may reasonably be expected. Para. In circum¬ 
stances believe reinforcements being furnished coupled with heavy air superiority 
held by ComSoPac and CinC SoWesPac will meet your requirements. 2nd action 
addressee inform others concerned in his vicinity. 


04 2125 COMINCH t o CINCPOA Info COMSOPACFOR, C0MSC0R0N 89 (VS-88), VICE CNO, WAR DEPT, 
SECRETARIAT ~JCS, CINCSOWESPAC AREA. -- 


HiCom. Referring to your secret security serial 00247 of 25 October not to / 
all information addressees the Joint Chiefs of Staff direct you to undertake / 
task B in JCS despatch Q12115 of September as early as possible after 1 January 
and not later than 31 January 1944. 



2111 CINCPAC to COUNOPAC, CTG 50.3 Info COHINCH, COMBATPAC, CINCSWPAC, CQMCARDIV 12, 

COMCEIJPACrOP., COM 5thPHI3, COM GROUP 2 5thPHIB FOR, COECARUfTX 

HICOM . Task Group 50.3 Rear Admiral Montgomery consisting ESSEX, BUNKER HILL, 
INDEPENDENCE, and 3 destroyers hereby temporarily assigned ComSoPac with 
viow earliest possible strikes repeat strikes on damaged and other ships 
in and around RA3AUL. Montgomery proceed immediately at best speed toward 
ESPIRITU SANTA. Halsey issue further instructions. Present intention 
withdraw these reinforcenen'ts immediately after aforementioned operations 
for GALVANIC as planned. ComSoPac guards 4205 and 4295 kilocycles series. 
Special air operational intelligence broadcast to zebra 5 tare on 4385 series. 


06 0619 COMSOPAC to CINCPAC Info COMINCH. 



HICOM . Until we have an operating airfield in DIPPER (about mid-December 
at earliest) I considered it essential that SoPac air should include 
minimum of 1 combatant carrier division and would prefer 2 divisions in 
order to keep one on the firing line. Strike of SARATOGA PRTNCETON groups 
on RABAUT. has temporarily reduced somewhat the constant threat of night 
surface raids in force against our DIPPER echelons and landing area. How¬ 
ever, the Japs have enough undamaged cruisers and destroyers to make our 
consolidating operation tenuous. Further strikes on their combatant ships 
en route to and in this area can only be made effectively at present by 
carrier air. Our cruiser destroyer strength can only be used defensively. 
This strength, with the addition of CruDiv 13 and DesDiv 49, and with the 
temporary operational loan from CinCSoWesPac of 2 CA’s and 4 DD's on call 
from MILNE BAY, is satisfactory at the moment. Any reduction would be 
serious as it would permit of no relief from continuous steaming or alert¬ 
ness against enemy pressure until our position is consolidated in DIPPER 
(about the end of November). I request (A) that CruDiv 13 and DesDiv 49 
be retained SoPac until that tine or until the situation CentPac warrants 

thoir return to that theater. (3) that carrier strength SoPac be incre 
to 2 Division. 
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06 0320 

07 0213 

09 0240 

V/ 

08 1626 


09 2115 


10 1609 


(GOT) 

GINCPAC to CSMP AGFOR Info COMINGS. CCMGENCENPAC, COMDOPAC, COM 14, 
CPfCSOnESPAC, coy 7 th FLEET, COM GEM SAMOA, COMAINPAC, COMSUBPAC, 
CCUSERVPAC. ' * 


Dog Day for GALVANIC is delayed one day and now becomes 20 November 
West Longitude date. 

COMSOWESPAC to COMINCH Info C0M3rdFLT, CINCPAC . 

is HiCom . Your 111301 and my 170301 both October latter to Com 3rd 
Pit Cominch "Info addressee. D Day DEXTERITY now tentatively 6 December. 

CINCPAC to COMCENTPACFOR CG CETJTPAC, COMAIRPAC, COMSERVPAC Info COMINCH etc 

This is HiCom. Target date for FLINTLOCK is 17 January 1944 East Longi¬ 
tude date. Adjust plans and procurement of materiel to accord. 

COMINCH to CINCPAC, ComSOPACFOR. 


Admirals Ilimitz and Halsey only. CinCPac 072333. Further delay in 
GALVANIC wholly undesirable from my point of view not only as to taking 
first step in the Central Pacific but because it will serve to whipsaw 
enemy and decrease his capability of concentrating on any of RAVENOUS, 
GALVANIC, DIPPER or DEXTERITY. Para. Am disappointed at available 
information re paucity of results of sub dispositions to intercept rein¬ 
forcements TRUK to RABAUL. 

CINCPAC to COMSOPAC info COMINCH COMCENPACFOR CENPACFOR (HOLDERS CLASS 3) 
COMAIRPAC COMSUBSPAC COMSERVPAC . 

Most Secret. Direct Montgomery with his task group upon completion op¬ 
erations of your 080016 replenish AMPERSAND. Report to Spruance and 
depart in time to carry out GALVANIC as scheduled. Para 2. Order Dubose 
with his task group after replenishing report to Spruance and proceed in 
time to rendezvous POINT N 16 1900 GCT and enroute to remain outside 600 
mile circle from APHORISM. Para 3. Instruct Sherman with his task group 
carry out ComConPacFor Operation Plan 2-43 without bombardment, reporting 
to ComCenPacFor prior leaving port. Para 4 attention invited to fact 
that GALVANIC D-Day is now 20 November west longitude date. Para 5. 
Halsey acknowledge. 

CCMTNCH & CNO to CINCPAC . 

HiCom Nimitz from King . I need not tell you that the shipping situation 
in the POA is critical. Seemy 022220. It is *Nirther involved because of 
the conflicting estimates of requirements between areas and services. Give 
consideration making South and Central Pacific a single area for transpor¬ 
tation of personnel \vith you as CinCPCA submitting combined priorities 
after your Joint Staff haR evaluated Joint requirements. Submit comment. 
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13 2035 COMINCH to CINCPOA , COHNC RTAC . 

This is HiCcta. The following despatch from the War Department to 
the Commanding General Alaskan Department is quoted for your infor¬ 
mation and guidance: Quote In order to permit the development of a 
tactical plan for the PARAMUSHIRU Landing Force the target date for 
planning purposes of which is Spring 1945 it is desired that you 
continue to actively participate in the planning for the operation 
with the Commander North Pacific Force and-North Area on the basis 
of mutual cooperation. This is necessary in order to take advantage 
of any unforeseen events. Unquote. 

13 2235 CINCPAC to COMINCH & CNO . 

HICom ITimltz to King . Concur UrDis 101609. Combined priority list for 
Central and South Pacific Areas will be initiated and 1st Joint List sub¬ 
mitted as soon as details of preparation can be worked out satisfactorily. 
Am forwarding air mail a synopsis of the plan and policies I propose be 
established. Request approval od plans by despatch. 

18 0641 COM 7TH FLT to COMINCH. Info: CQiiCPAC. COM qRD FLT. CtNCSOWESPAC 

HiCom . Dog Day Lazaretto landing is 2 December. This operation will be 
conducted with forces now assigned. Para. Dog Day Backhander landing will 
be between 22 and 30 December. Now estimate following additional foroes 
required. Will confirm upon completion plans. 1 Squadron Destroyers* 

1 Division of which required CruDiv 15 Taskforce and 1 Division supplement 
escort for landing and resupply as outlined ay O 803 H October. 6 APD'S 
in addition to 4 now in area until completion landing 24.000 troops. 

Com 3rd Fleet will be requested loan the additional APD'S until movement 
completed. MacArthur concurs. 

18 1637 COMINCH to CINCPAC I 


This is HiCom . Com 3rd Fleet 152235. Have initiated program to expe'dit© 
repassing to you of PacFlt destroyers building East Coast. Have directed 
transfer MinDiv 19 (5 MS) to PacFleet and transfers of some LantFlt 
destroyers as additional DE's are delivered. Captain Collins enroute Pearl 
has detailed info. Para. 27 SC 19 PC are being transferred from various 
sea frontiers to PacFleet to report during remainder TI 0 vember and December 
for such assignment as you nay prescribe. 
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20 0312 CINCPAC to COMSOPAC Info COMINCH COMGEN SAMOA. 



HiCom. Concur your 312334 not to all addressees. Plan to assign 51st 
Marine Defense Battalion to you Feb '44. Also plan withdraw all present 
Marines ELLICE ISLANDS for CentPac operations late Feb ’44 with ComSoPac 
providing replacement garrisons from forces available to him. These 
garrisons probably can be greatly reduced in weapons and numbers due to 
expected relative security those positions at that time. 


19 1942 COMINCH to CINCPAC Info COMSOPAC. 


Answering your HjCom . The priority list for December is the result of 
numerous compromises. The requirements of all areas totaled over 210,000 
for December while pooled shipping for lifting new units in December 
varied from 60 to 70,000 men. To include vessels under your operational 
control and miscellaneous unexpected ships the A list was finally set 
up as follows: CentPac 26,000 plus 16,300 of 4th Marine Division in APA's, 
SoFac 16,500 plus 10,500 of 40th Army Division, SoViesPac 26,000. This 
will include down to item 63 on your 041100. If this does not include 
all of your FLINTLOCK requirements submit revised list within your space 
allocation. 


22 0233 CINCPAC to COMIHCH info COMGENCENTPAC . 

HiCom. Nimitz to King. It is my present practice to pass immediately 
to you all important despatches regarding operations in the Pacific Ocean 
Areas that are not addressed to you for information by the originator. 
Also operational summaries are sent by me to you when appropriate. I 
assume that you pass this traffic to General Marshall insofar as it 
relates to Army operations. 

23 1754 COM INCH to CINCPOA, COMSOKESPAC, HDQTRS ( COM INCH) Info CINCSOVYESPAC. 

Cominch passes 23 1458 GCT. EXTRA SECRET . For headquarters from Coninch 
. number 5. Transmit to CINCPOA and ComSoY/esPacFor latter to inform 
MacArthur. "Examine and report within 10 days on ways and means of main¬ 
taining concentration of submarines in GULF' OF SIAM to interrupt traffic 
to BANGKOK to cut enemy sea communications beginning not later than 
January 1st in support of operations in Southeast Asia Command." 

24 0621 COM 7TH FLT to COMINCH Info CINCPAC, CINCSOWESPAC, COM 3RD FLT. 


1-fyr 180641. First operation dexterity modified to landing ARAWE 
area vice GA3MATA with Dog day tentatively 15 December. Dog day 
Backhander unchanged. IIICOII. 
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25 03 57 CINCPAC to COMCENPACFOR info COIIIBCH CMIATRPAC CCMSUB PAC, 

cdmservpacY'ivf. z't.drs cenpacpor. 

£ .*’* '% ■ Ilicom. Indications many profitable targets assembling K7TAJALEIN. 

Successful attacks in MARSHALL area may be expected to give in¬ 
creased protection to our ELLICE Forces. Para. Smnloving all 
CV and CVL less SARATOGA, PRINCETON, INDEPENDENCE and those de¬ 
signated below for So p ac plus appropriate CA and CL AA support 
and DD screen strike MARSHALLS primary objective KWAJALEIN at 
earliest practicable date. CASAPOK and KASKASKIA escorted by 
ELDEN and CANFIELD will depart PEARL 1800 plus 9 l/2 25 Novem¬ 
ber proceeding toward point W latitude 15-05 north longitude 
179-05 west at 15 knots speed of advance. Further instructions 
these vessels as prescribed by you. Para. Vfhen GALVANIC situa¬ 
tion permits direct BUNKER HILL plus 1 CVL designated by you 
plus BatDivs 689 plus Desron 46 and Resdiv 15 strike NAURU then 
report ComSoPac for duty and routing. Para- ComSub D ac is pre¬ 
pared provide subs as desired when advised. Para. Advise es¬ 
timated dates of strikes. 


Ossified 


03 1835 COM INCH to C CMS ALL NUMBERED FLEETS, ALL SEAFP.^N COMS, ALL NAVDTST 
COMS 1 I ESS IQ COM 15 COM 14 info CHIEF OF STAFF ARMY. 


IliCora. Increasing demands for landing craft are ahead of any possible 
increased production. This situation is critical and will continue so 
for some time to come. It is therefore directed that every landing 
ship and craft shall be available for and applied to maximum battle 
effort. Fleet commanders will rigidly restrict the use of all types 
of landing ships Rnd landing craft to (a) amphibious assault operations 
(b - ) Tndispensablo followup of amphibious operations and (c) Amphibious 
training com-'.ands at minimum scale r or larger types. Except for 
LCM(2) , s and gasoline powered LCV's which are not considered suitable 
for combat use but may be used for other purposes and landing craft 
awaiting assignment or onward routing all landing craft and ships of 
every kind and their personnel will be immediately and completely 
transferred from sea frontiers and continental naval districts to 
the nearest fleet commander. 



06 2152 COMINCH to C1NCPAC, CINCSOWESPAC, CO? 7TH FLT info ARMY CHIEF OF 
STAFF, JOINT CHIEF OF STAFFS. ' * 




IliCom. Plan proposed in CinCPac, 030402 approved by Joint Chiefs of 
Staff. Operations to be conducted by submarines assigned 7th Fleet. 
Coordination air reconnaissance and aircraft mining in Gulf SIAM and 
INDO CHINA coast with submarine operations must be arranged direct 
between MacArthur and Mountbatten. CinCPac expedite transfer of subs 
already directed by -iydis 241526 October from SubPac to SoWesPac as 
practicable. K Ref: 030402(F1)....Recommend: (A) Gulf of SIAM be heavily 
mined by subs...(B) Sub patrols of SoPac subs be intensified. ... (C) Pac 
Fit subs continue operation FORMOSA and LUZON straits. 
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16 0433 CINCPAC to CTF 57 Info COMGENCENTPAC COMAIRPAC CCMCENPAC COMINCH COMSOPAC . 

This is HiConw Commencing now operate offensive aircraft against enemy forces 
and installations at maximum rate it is practicable to sustain* Increase 
intensity as FLINTLOCK operations are initiated. Primary objectives CORDIAL 
and ADIPOSE. Secondary objectives CARILLON, CADDIE and ARCHBISHOP. Destroy 
shipping engaged in supporting objectives. First 2 Info addressees arrange 
maximum practicable support these operations. 

15 0312 CINCPAC to COMCENPACFOR CTF 57 Info CCMGENCENPAC COMSERVPAC COMAIRPAC 
COMSOPAC COM GEN SAMOA. "" ' -- 


HiCom. In accordance subparagraph 5-D my OpPlan 13-43 ComCenPae relieved 
of responsibility for the GILBERTS. Until further orders CTF 57 will operate 
directly under CinCPOA. Assignment of units to Cora TF 57 and other 
ComCenPacFor directives remain in effect. 

15 1525 COMINCH CNO to CINCPOA info COS ARMY . 

Handle with Greatest degree of secrecy. For Admiral Nimit,, only. HiCom. 
Certain papers which will be delivered to you shortly by Captain Doyle of my 
staff contain sextant decisions covering operations against the Japanese. 

It is requested that you forward by 15 January Outline Plans for your advance 
.westward during 1944. These plans should include requirements of major units, 
assault shipping and landing craft. Insofar, as practicable requirements 
should not exceed resources in assault shipping and landing craft to be 
allocated through 1944 to the Pacific Fleet. This information is necessary 
for the integration of operations in your areas with operations in the 
Southwest Pacific. 

23 0447 CCM 3RD FLT to CINCPAC info. 


Unless otherwise directed. This is HiCom. Plan to repeat carrier strike 
KAVIENG about 29th. 

26 2033 CINCPAC to CO?,IS OP AC . 

HiCom. ]fiy 252309 modified in that carrier strike authorized against cruiser 
targets your 251430 at sea or in port. Likewise use of battleships authori¬ 
zed in the same general area with the carriers for effective support. 
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26 2130 CINCPAC to COMINCH Info CINCSOWESPAC COMSOPAC 


HiCom. Movements of carriers* fast battleships and attached light forces 
w ill be governing factor. Your 242123. They should cover newly seized 
positions in MARSHALLS until shore installations permit effective operation 
of our aircraft then return to Central and South Pacific bases for voyage and 
battle repairs and rehabilitation of air groups and preparations to make the 
HAILSTONE Operation as effective as possible since it is the best opportunity 
now in prospect to bring enemy fleet to action. Movements of APA's and fire 
support ships can be adjusted as necessary to meet 20 March date. Consider 
estimate of April 1st more in accordance with probable developments but concur 
in earlier date for planning purposes in order to be ready to capitalize on 
more favorable developments. Much depends on extent of damage inflicted on 
enemy in all areas in next 2 months. 

21 1610 COMINCH & CNO to CINCPAC Info COMSOPAC . 

This is CorainCh & CNO Number 11 and a reissue of 141928 November 1942. Ad¬ 
dressees will deliver this despatch to Array and Navy Commanders as necessary. 
Army and Navy air organizations assigned to the Central and South Pacific 
areas and Navy air organizations assigned to North Pacific are subject to 
deployment and redistribution by CinCPac at his discretion. JCS confidential 
despatch 041319 of May 1942 which was reissued as CorainCh & CNO Number 9 is 
modified accordingly. The purpose of authorizing CinCPac to dispose all Army 
and Navy air organizations in the Central and South Pacific areas at his dis¬ 
cretion is to allow the Commander on the spot entire freedom in the disposition 
of available forces for the defense of positions for which he is responsible. 
Redistributions under this authority are limited to the forces allotted by the 
War and Navy Departments and therefore will not be ordered on the basis of 
creating requirements for additional units. Necessary delegation to ComSoPac 
of aforementioned authority is authorized. Any redistribution of air organi¬ 
zations made or planned should be reported to the War or Navy Department as 
appropriate for information and logistic purposes. War and Navy Departments 
will keep CinCPac informed of planned replacements and allocations of aircraft 
and personnel to whole Pacific Ocean Areas so that airoraft and personnel 
when in all respects ready for delivery can be loaded or flown to destination 
desired by CinCPac. A similar procedure will be followed in regard to Air 
organizations made available by War or Navy Department. 
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1 January (Oahu date) ' A ^ 


DECLASSIFIED 

Authority: E012958, as amended 
HQ USEUCOM 


The Central Pacific was generally quiet. Photographic coverage was completed 
of BIKINI, WOTJE, UJAE and LAE Atolls. Nine hundred pounds of bombs was dropped on 
ENYU I., BIKINI Atoll. 


HERRING reports sinking one DD at 
ship of 9,000 tons and probably sinking 


end of old year and one freighter passenger 
one freighter 5,500 tons in New Year. 


CTF 57 010851 gives progress report of construction in GILBERTS. 


CTF 57 290750 describes details of airfield construction at MAKIN which is 
considered inadequate for use by heavy bombers. 



In the North SOLOMONS our carrier search planes located 2 CAs, 2 DDs outside 
KAVIENG at 0830 L 1 January. At 1100 L carrier planes attacked this force reporting 
following hits: 4 heavy bomb hits plus at least one torpedo hit on 1 CA, 2 heavy 
bomb hits and at least 2 torpedo hits on 2nd CA, both were left burning, one 
heavily. One DD is believed to have been sunk and one heavily damaged. Shore based 
bombers were directed to make air attack on cripples to complete their destruction. 


CominCh 012335 permanently allocates 2 full squadrons of destroyers to 7th 
Fleet effective at once. At least 1 squadron to be 2100 or 2200 ton class to be 
provided from PacFlt. 


In the Southwest Pacific our forces were landed at SAIDOR, NEW GUINEA from 
APDs and LCIs without opposition. This point is about 90 miles beyond,to the NW, 


from our previous position at the BLUCHER Area. 
2 January (Oahu date) 






In the Central Pacific, usual searches were carried out over the MARSHALLS. 
One small AK was attacked and was left settling and listing. Planes over JALUIT 
saw seven 200-ton craft and two 4,000 ton AEs. 



Photographic coverage of UJELANG ATOLL was completed. A near miss was 
scored by 300 pound bomb on possible radio installation on UJELANG ISLAND* 
Return fire from light machine guns. 



Air raid alarms were sounded last night at TARAWA, APAMAMA, and MAEIN. 
No details were given. 


In the South Pacific, Task Group 37.2 (Carrier Group) was directed to 
make an air attack on KAVIENG on 4 January, East Longitude Date, with a 
primary target cruisers which on good indications are expected to be there 
on that date. Heavy bombers of TF 33 are also directed to hit KAVIENG on the 
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3 January (Oahu date) 

Army bombers in the Central Pacific continued their attacks on MARSHALL 
Island bases. 

On 2 January 16 B-24's from ELLICE bases and 6 from CANTON took off for 
attack on WOTJE. CANTON planes -were turned back by weather and 2 others by 
mechanical trouble. Five B-24's bombed WOTJE with results unobserved. Thirty 
Zekes intercepted of which 8 were destroyed and 5 probables. 

Nine B-24's bombed alternate target TAROA and dropped 27 tons from 17000 
feet. Hits were observed in NW area. Thirty Zekes also intercepted this flight 
of which 2 were destroyed and 2 probables. 

Our losses both strikes were 3 B-24's. One exploded, 1 spun in on return 
flight and 1 water landed. Dumbo resoue mission sent 3rd. Four planes were 
severely damaged and 3 had minor damage. 

At noon the 3rd, 9 B-25's attacked JALUIT installations with 75mm. and 
straffing. No shipping was seen. Fires were started. One B-25 was lost over 
target. 

At APAMAMA on night of 3 January ten enemy planes attacked. One PB4Y was 
destroyed, 2 damaged, 2 men killed. Air raid warnings were sounded at MAKIN and 
TARAWA same night with no details given. 

In the a outh Pacific, our carrier air strike on KAVIFNG was oarried out but 
no combatant ships were found in harbor. Two destroyers were attacked north of 
KAVIENG and hit by bombs and torpedoes. Reports state 1 was surely sunk and the 
other probably sunk. Search planes reported other enemy shipping north of KAVIENG 
including 2 CLs escoring small convoys. One CL was reported as hit with bombs. 

Our carrier and battleship force are retiring at high speed. 

While covering landing at SAIDOR January 2nd, E. Long, date, DDs SMITH and 
HUTCHINS collided. SMITH has damage to side plating but speed is not reduced. 
HUTCHINS bow is bent over requiring docking. 

CinCPac 040120 directs BatDiv 7 (RADM Hustvedt) and DesDiv 38 to proceed 
best speed of advance to FUNAFUTI and report Com 5th Fleet for duty. 



4 January (Oahu date) 


In the Central Pacific, 18 Liberators from PHILISTINE dropped 22 tons on 
alternate target, JALUIT instead KWAJALEIN because of weather. Results were not 
observed. There was no interception, AA moderate. Four planes received minor 
damage. 

Ventura's from TARAWA attacked 2 medium AKs at JABOR (JALUIT) with 20 
250 pound bombs. One AK was sunk, other not observed because of weather. 

Twenty-four Army Dauntless with 24 Aircobras as escort dropped 17 tons 
on MILLE. No air opposition or shipping. One Aircobra was lost over target. 
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4 January (Oahu date) -Continued- 


Photographic mission over KWAJALEIN obtained low obliques of NW point of 
Atoll. Intercepted by 12 Zekes and 1 Liberator was shot down. Three small ves¬ 
sels were seen anchored off ROI. 

Enemy bombers were over GILBERTS evening of 3 January as follows: One 
ovdr TARAWA dropped 6 bombs, 1 over MAKIR 8 bombs, 8 over APAMAMA. Two over 
TARAWA dropped 8 bombs evening 4th. Minor damage at APAMAMA. only. 

TAUTOG reports sinking 2 ships on the 3rd and hitting 1 or 2 ships on 
27 December. Results of latter hits unknown. 

In the north SOLOMONS our aircraft remain very active. 

Reports indicate that due to logistic difficulties the enemy will 
attempt gradual evacuation of his forces from south BOUGAINVILLE. ComSoPac 
had directed TF 38 and 33 to attack the area by bombardment and bombing. TF 38 
composed of 2 CLs and 5 DDs will bombard the SH0RTLAND-3UIN Area about midnight 
8 January. 

Com 10th Fleet 042052 Z defines new median line for Russian tr“' p * > ' ! '‘ 
the North Pacific. 



5 January (Oahu date) 

In the Central Pacific, no surface or air activities were reported. 

CTF 57, 052113 gives the progress summary of airfield and base development 
which is progressing favorably. 

In the South Pacific our air forces are very active doing considerable 
damage to the enemy. 

In the Southwest Pacific, air forces are active in support of our troops at 
ARAWE, CAPE GLOUCESTER and SAIDOR. Consolidation of our positions in these s 



are progressing favorably. 



6 January (Oahu date) 


In the Central Pacific, MALOELAP strike by B-25s and MILLE fighter sweep 
were turned back by weather north of MAKIN. Close reconnaissance of MAJURO Atoll 
disclosed no gun or defense positions. 

Photographs of ENIWETOK Atoll disclosed that the defenses were minor and in 
general the Atoll undeveloped. The airstrip is in use but at present appears to be 
used as a staging field. 

In the South Pacific, our air forces continue their operations with no major 
actions. 

Admiral Nimitz and members of his staff returned from conference with CominCh 
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7 January (Oahu date) 

In the Central Pacific, six B-24’s from NUKDFETAU via TARAWA dropped 
10f tons of bombs on TAROA and 8 B-24's dropped 15 tons on 7VOTJE at midnight 
the 6th. Large fires were started at both targets. There was no interception 
and AA was weak. Our planes were not damaged. 

Photographic coverage of RONGELAP and AILINGINAE Atolls were completed. 
No enemy activity or installations were observed. 

At NAURU, reconnaissance plane saw only one Betty 20 miles NE of island 
and reported that new airfield was not operational. 

Air raid alarms were sounded at TARAWA and APAMAMA last night with no 
details given. 

There were no major developments in the South or Southwest Pacific. 

8 January (Cahu date) 

In the Central Pacific, twenty-two Army Dauntless and eleven Hellcats 
dropped 9 tons of bombs and strafed EHIDJ ISLAND (JALUIT) morning of the 7th. 
Fires were started. There was no air opposition but AA was heavy. Three 
Dauntless were damaged. 

At TARAWA, three enemy planes evening of the 8th dropped 18 bombs 
but caused no damage. 

MUSKALLUNGE reports making 2 hits in one tanker apparently damaging 
it only on 6 January and sinking 1 ship similar to MIJRATO on 28 December. 

Also, she made a probable hit in 7000 ton AK on 22 December. SILVERSIDES 
is still tracking tankers which passed through MUSKALUNGE's position. 

In the South Pacific preliminary reports state that our cruiser and 
destroyer force completed a successful bombardment of SHORTLAND, FAISI, 

POPERANG area at 2219 local time, 8 January. Fires were started with small 
amount of opposing fire from shore batteries. 

In the Southwest Pacific intelligence reports indicate that our 
landing at SATDOR (NET/ GUINEA) has cut off about 14,000 Jap troops between 
SI0 and C-ALI who are short of supplies and ammunition and with no other way 
of obtaining replenishments except via supply submarines. It is expected 
that the troops will try to break through to MADANG prior 11 February. 
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9 January (Oahu date) 


In the Central Pacific, 17 Liberators from NANOMEA via TARAWA took off for 
strike on T70TJE night 10 January. All but two B-24s were turned back by weather. 

Two bombed target results were not observed. 

The same night 7 VP and 7 PB4Y carried out mining project WOTJE successfully. 
Eight planes flew over Island at 150 ft. and strafed planes, installations and 
vessels. Large fires were started and 1 plane destroyed, 1 probably destroyed, 1 
small tanker and 1 patrol vessel were destroyed. Our forces suffered no losses or 
casualties. 

Two Fhotron 3 planes covered by 4 PB4Y completed photographic coverage of 
KWAJALEIN Island. They encountered no interception and light to medium AA. All 
planes returned safely. About 10 medium ships 14 small vessels were sighted in 
KWAJALEIN anchorage. 

SEAWOLF reports attacking a 9 ship convoy on the 10th of January. One 
freighter was sunk. Another attack on vessel under tow is planned for next day. 


tons. 


FLYING FISH reported sinking 1 freighter, 1 tanker in December for 15,000 




10 January (Oahu date) 



In the Central Pacific our planes made no strikes at enemy bases in the 
MARSHALLS. At TARAWA and APAMA11A air-raid alarms were sounded but no details 
were given. 

CTF 57 (RADm Hoover) 100555 gives status of special mining project in the 
MARSHALLS. 

Accumulating evidence indicates that the enemy B3 MUTSU was sunk by an 
internal explosion about July 1943 in Empire waters. 

11 January (Oahu date) 

In the Central Pacific, sixteen B-24s from ELLICE bases via TARAWA on night 
11th dropped 31 tons, 100 lb. bombs, on TAROA starting many fires and explosions. 

Nine B-24s took off from BAKER for TAROA. Three were turned back by weather 
and one jettisoned its bombs. The remaining 5 planes bombed MILLE, night of 11th 
with 5 tons. Results were not observed. We suffered no losses or casualties. 

Ten PB4Ys including 2 photographic planes in a special low level strike 
KWAJALEIN Island against shipping and to obtain oblique photographs, hit at 1300 
local time. Two small AKs were sunk and 4 damaged. Bomb hits were made on gun 
positions on each end of island and docks, headquarters, radio station, ENUBUJ I. 
store houses burned. All planes returned with no damage or casualties. 

One enemy bomber over TARAWA 10th dropped 4 bombs in lagoon causing no 
damage. On the night 11 January £ight bombs were dropped in water near MAKIN 
causing no damage and enemy planes over APAMAMA dropped bombs in area SW of strip 
with no damage. 
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11 January (Oahu date) - continued - 


SEAWOLF reported sinking crippled ship and towing ship for 16,000 tons 
from convoy previously attacked. 

STURGEON reported obtaining 1 hit in 7,000 ton tanker in a 7 ship escorted 
convoy on January 11th. 

CominCh 112148 quotes JCS approved policy that no action wiy. be taken by 
them which could be construed as a basis for any nation other than*U.S. obtaining 
sovereignty in Japanese Mandated Islands. 

(V^ 


12 January (Oahu date) 




In the Central Pacific nine B-25s from TARAWA carried out a low altitude 
attack on shipping and installations at MALOELAP at dusk 11 January. Results 
of strike are: one 500 ton AK probably sunk, 1 DD or CL damaged, installations on 
several islands of atoll damaged. Of 5 to 7 intercepting Zekes 2 probably damaged. 
All of our planes returned with two slightly damaged. 

Eight PB4Ys from APAMAMA with PhotRon 3 completed low altitude strike on 
shipping at KWAJALEIN and photographic coverage of several landing beaches on 
KWAJAIjEIN ISLAND and adjacent islets. Four medium cargo vessels and two 150 ft. 
vessels were hit and left burning. Bomb hits were also made on installations at 
KWAJALEIN ISLAND, ENUBUJ, ENNYLABEGAN and GEA. All planes returned, one slightly 
damaged. 

TARAWA was attacked last night by 12-15 high altitude bombers. Damage 
was caused as follows: At Hawkins Field 1 dead 2 wounded, 1 PV severely damaged, 

6 PV and 1 LB-30 received minor damage. At Mullinix Field, CB machine shop 
was destroyed. Three minor casualties on USS SUMNER from bomb fragments. 

Four P-39s were over MILLE on reconnaissance missions 10th and 11th Jan. 
Bombs were dropped on target and installations strafed. One P-39 was shot down 
on 10th but pilot was rescued by PBY. 

CinCPOA 120503 (pink) to CTF 57 directs that Army heavy bombardment units 
be placed in rest status until 20 January in order to insure adequate effectiveness 
later. 

CTF 57 130213 replies to above in affirmative and states that 3 medium and 
4 heavy squadrons are being flown into GILBERT bases on the 15th. . 
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13 January (Oahu date) 

An air strike composed of 21 Dauntless and 20 Aircobras from APAMAMA 
dropped 6 tons on North end of MILLE Islands in the storage area on the after¬ 
noon of 12 January. A small fire was started. There was no interception but 
AA was heavy. Two Dauntless were slightly damaged. No shipping was sighted. 

Photographs taken of the B-25 strike on UALOELAP made on the 11th reveal 
a 3,000 ton AK on fire and sinking and a destroyer on fire. 

ComSoPac 140202 (pink) states SoPac Aircraft W ready to strike NAURU as 
situation dictates and requests designation of days on which strikes should be 
made. 

SEAWOLF reports blowing up medium freighter loaded with gasoline on 

14 January, All torpedoes are expended but SEAWOLF is trailing remainder of convoy 
of 3 Marus and 2 escorts. 



14 January (Oahu date) 


In the Central Pacific our aircraft made several strikes: 


Twelve Liberators bombed R0I and NAMUR Islands night of 14 January with 


12 tons of one hundred pound bombs and some incendiaries. Judging from explosions 
and large fires great damage must have been inflicted. There was no interception 
and no losses or casualties in our force. 

Three B-25s attacked shipping in W0TJE daylight the 14th. One medium AK 
was sunk and 2 possibly damaged. All of our planes returned with one plane damaged 

Nine B-25s from TARAWA bombed and strafed installations on W0TJE at dusk 
of 13 Jan. Several small vessels were hit. Our planes suffered no damage. 


Sixteen P-39s and 21 Dauntless midmorning 13th dropped 14 tons on MILLE. 


Fires were started in southern barracks area and 4 twin engine fighters strafed. 
All planes returned with slight damage to 1 Dauntless. 

CTF 57 Dis. 150321 gives further details on mining in MARSHALLS stating 
that the 2nd Phase of the mining operations there was completed. 


CinCPac 141953 (pink) to ComSoPac outline tentative plans for use of 
carrier divisions in support of SoPac operations. 
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In the Central Pacific our air activity was limited to search patrols. 

Air raid alarms were sounded last night at MAKIN, TARA7/A and APAIiAHA 
with no details given. 


The SEAHORSE reports sinking a loaded medium transport escorted by 
2 PCs and 2 Trawler type escorts last night in area north of TRUK. Number of 
escorts and persistent depth charging frustrated daylight attack but indicated 
valuable target. 


ComSoPac reports the following results from a damaging air strike on 
ships in SIMPSON HARBOR 15 January: Direct hits on 7 AKs with 9 bombs and 16 
damaging misses on same ships, one direct hit plus 4 damaging misses on possible 
DD, one direct hit on possible CL. Our aircraft encountered 30 Zekes over NEW 
IRELAND - DUKE OF YORK area and 60-70 Zeros, Oscars and Tony*s during attack. 

Our aircraft destroyed 29 fighters 16 probables, while our losses were 2 F6Fs, 

6 F4Us, 1 SBD and 1 TBF but 4 pilots were rescued. 

16 January (Oahu date) 

In the Central Pacific several bombing strikes on MARSHALL ISLAND bases 
were carried out. 




Twenty five Army Dauntless, 16 Aircobras, 8 Warhawks dropped 90 percent 
of 21 tons on MILLE noon of the 16th and all planes strafed. One Aircobra was 
lost over target and pilot of another bailed out on return flight. Four planes 
received minor damage. 

Four MAKIN Aircobras using intruder tactics shot down 2 Bettys that were 
circling the field at MILLE dawn the 16th. 

Nine B-25s from TARAWA dropped 8 tons of bombs on shipping and installations 
at MALOELAP from 50 ft. afternoon of 16th. One medium AK and one small AK were 
possibly sunk. Damage was also done to ground installations. Of 40 to 50 inter¬ 
cepting fighters 2 were probably destroyed. One B-25 was shot down, 1 received 
major and 7 minor damage. 

Search planes destroyed small AK at LIKIEP Atoll and left a small AK 
sinking near JALUIT. 

Enemy air raids were carried out on our bases in the GILBERTS by flights 
of 8 planes each from 25,000 ft. on nights of 15-16 January. Three flights over 
MAKIN and two over TARAWA resulted in a total of 46 casualties. At MAKIN 5 are 
dead 7 seriously injured. There was no material damage. One enemy plane shot 
down by MAKIN night fighter. Marine night fighters from TARAWA had negative 
results. 


Airfield conditions permitting PBY and PV PARAMUSHIRU bombing and photo 
flight will be undertaken night of 16-17 January. 

CTF 57 120120 gives progress report of developments on GILBERTS bases. 

In the South and Southwest Pacific the consolidation of our positions at 
EMPRESS AUGUSTA BAY, SAIDOR, NEW GUINEA and ARAWE and CAPE GLOUCESTER, NEW BRITAIN 


are progressing favorably. 
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* Intelligence reports indicate that the enemy surface forces at TRUK on 

the target date of FLINTLOCK will be considerably below the average strength. 



17 January (Oahu date) 


In the Central Pacific, one search plane hit a small freighter 15 miles 
NE of KWAJALEIN ISLAND and was attacked by 4 Zekes. One Zeke was°probably de¬ 
stroyed. 

Air raid alarms were sounded at TARAWA and MAKIN last night but no details 
were reported. 

FLASHER reports sinking a 6000 ton freighter with 2 hits on the 18th, 

E. Long, date, NW of MARCUS ISLAND. 

SEAV'/OLF reports that she watched WHALE sink the third ship of a convoy 
that SEAWOLF had attacked previously and trailed after all her torpedoes had 
been expended. 

In the North Pacific the flight to PARAMUSHIRU was postponed one day 
due to weather. 

ComAirSoPac 172246 delineates the boundary between SoPac and SoWesPac 
aerial responsibilities in the Northern SOLOMONS and BISMARCK ARCHIPELAGO. 

CinCPac 180350 (pink) is a directive to ComSoPac and jTF 57 for conduct¬ 
ing pre-FLINTLOCK strikes on NAURU. 



18 January (Oahu date) 

In the Central Pacific, nine B-25’s bombed MILLE afternoon 17 Jan 


causing damage to installations and starting explosions and 2 large fires. No 
aircraft were seen but medium AA fire was accurate and damaged 3 Mitchells. 

Six Photoron 3 planes escorted by 12 P34Y's obtained vertical photo¬ 
graphic of KUSAIE and bombed installations at LELE HARBOR. Our planes encountered 
no aircraft or AA fire and saw no shipping in harbor. One twin engine plane was 
seen about 35 miles east of KUSAIE. Airfield was not operational. 

Three enemy planes over HAWKINS and two over MULLINIX Fields early eve¬ 
ning 17 January dropped 29 bombs into TARAWA lagoon from high altitude causing 
no damage. There was no interception. 

HADDOCK reports sighting 2 CV, 1 CL and several DD Southeast of GUAM on a 
NW course and obtaining 2 hits possibly 3 or 4 on one CV which intelligence states 
was the UNYO. 

In the North Pacific, the flight to PARAMUSHIRU was again postponed due to 

weather. 
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19 Jar.uary 1944 (Oahu Date) “ustuouM 

In the Central Pacific our medium bombers and fighters concentrated on 
MILLE and JALUIT. Fifteen Army Dauntless and 8 Warhawks dropped 16 tons on JABOR 
I. (JALUIT)'on 18 January. Fires were started. Intense AA fire shot down 2 
Dauntless but one crew w«3» rescued by Dumbo 10 mi. south of JALUIT. 

Also on the 18th twelve B-25s dropped 9 tons of bombs and strafed MILLE 
from low altitude. Nine B-25s received minor damage and 3 men were injured. There 
was no interception. 

On 19 January 17 3-25s from TARAWA dropped 11 tons of bombs from 100 ft. on 
MILLE. Good fires were started and 5 planes of 6 on ground were damaged. There 
was no interception but AA was intense and accurate. Two B-25s were shot down, 3 
received major damage and 4 minor. 

The same morning 9 Warhawks from MAKIN strafed JALUIT and left a small 
corvette burning and probably sank a small sailing vessel. There was no intercep¬ 
tion or AA fire. 

BATFISH reports sinking 1 Maru and probably another of a 4 ship convoy with 
two escorts south of HONSHU. BATFISH is making sure that the 2nd ship sinks. 

Coml.orPac 090020 corrects previously announced (on 4 Jan.) Russian shipping 
route in North Pacific. 

CTF 16 200034 states anti-submarine attack restrictions during the FLINT¬ 
LOCK operations. 



20 January 1944 (Oahu Date) 

In the Central Pacific our heavy bombers again started the bombing of 
enemy MARSHALL Island bases. 

On 20 January air strikes were made as follows: Thirteen 3-24s dropped 
25 tons of bombs on W0TJE from 4 to 10,000 ft. There was no interception and 
AA fire was weak. One plane was lost but there were no other damages or casual¬ 
ties. 

Twelve PVs dropped 11 tons from low altitude on EMIDJ (JALUIT). Results 
were unobserved. One plane was lost and 2 damaged by AA fire. 

Eighteen B-25s took off for TAR0A but were turned back by weather. Re¬ 
sults believed to be negative. 

Six B-25s on special attack on AKs reported NW of JALUIT were turned back 
by weather. 

Search planes bombed 2 small cargo ships damaging them and obtained one 
direct hit on a 4,000 ton AK. 

There is no change in the conditions of the submarine FLIER and rescue ship 
MACAW aground in channel at MIDWAY. Salvage officer and craft are working to re¬ 
float them when weather improves. Ships suffered no serious ar. 
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21 January (Oahu date) 

Air strikes from the GILBERTS on enemy bases in the MARSHALLS consisted 
of the following: 

Fifteen B-24s dropped 30 tons on ROI and KWAJALEIN Islands in early 
morning. There was no interception and AA fire was light which caused slight 
damage to one plane. Two planes crashed on midnight take-off at HAWKINS FIELD 
killing 17. 

Nine B-25s bombed MILLE at noon from low altitude with 8 tons and strafed 
installations. No interception, but intense AA fire. Three planes were damaged. 

Twenty-three Army Dauntless with 11 Warhawks bombed JALUIT with 12 tons 
and strafed EMIDJ and TINIET Islands morning 21st; two Dauntless were damaged. 

Twelve B-25s did not find the target, TAROA and several jettisoned bombs 
on AUR Atoll. 

SEAHORSE reports sinking both freighters of 2 ship convoy on 21 January 
with 3 escorts in Lat 3-19 N, 137-02 E. Two hits were made by electric torpedoes. 

In the North Pacific, air strikes were made on two successive nights 
19-20 January and 20-21 January on the PARAMUSHIRU Area. The first attack was 
made by 4 Catalinas. Two PBYs bombed the KASHIWABARA and MUSASHI WAN areas. 

Each dropping two 500 lb. bombs, eight 100 pounders, 14-15 20 lb. fragmentation 
bombs. AA fire was encountered from several batteries. The other 2 PBYs failed 
to find target and jettisoned bombs. All planes returned safely to ATTU. 

Three Venturas the same night bombed the KASHIWABARA area and took photo¬ 
graphs. All planes returned safely with good pictures. 

The night of 20-21 January 3 PBYs and 3 Venturas bombed the PARAMUSHIRU 
area all but one plane found the target. AA fire was encountered from various 
batteries. Bomb loads were 2-250 lb. by PBYs and 3-250 lb. by PV-1. Both 
types carried 14 to 20 fragmentation bombs per plane. 

Several reports of enemy submarines during the past week were made south¬ 
west of OAHU but no positive sightings. The last reported contact was of a 
possible periscope bearing 208°, distance 12 miles from BARBERS POINT LIGHT. 



22 January (Oahu date) 

In the Central Pacific, air searches were carried out from GILBERT 
Island bases. One plane attacked two ships and left one burning. No details 
were given. 


At MIDWAY, the submarine FLIER was refloated. Work is going ahead to 
free the MACAW. 
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In the Central Pacific, air strikes were carried out on enemy bases 
in the MARSHALLS on 22 January as follows: 

Ten B-24's dropped 20 tons of bombs on ROI. Damage wrs caused to ground 
installations and to some 20-25 two engined bombers on ground. Of 12-15 inter¬ 
cepting Zekes 1 was shot down, 4 probables, 3 damaged. Three Liberators received 
minor damage from AA fire. 

Seven B-24's and 5 Ventura's bombed U5IDJ (JALUIT) with 21 tons from 
10,000 feet and 4 tons at low level in late afternoon. Hits were obtained on 
installations and fires were started. There was no interception and no damage 
to our planes. 

Nine B-25's bombed WOTJE at noon from low level with 9 tons and strafed 
with 75mm cannon. Ground installations were damaged and one medium AK probably 
sunk. Three of our planes received minor damage. 

Twelve 3-25's dropped 24 tons on KAVEN I. (MA.L0ELAP) by mistake for 
TAROA at noon. Twenty-five to thirty Zekes and Ramps intercepted of which 2 
were destroyed and 1 damaged. Three B-25's were lost, one crew being rescued 
by Dumbo. 

One B-24 dropped 2 tons on MILLE in barracks area. 

On 23 January 21 B-25's dropped 14 tons and strafed TAROA in two waves. 
Damage was caused and 3 intercepting Zekes shot down and 2 probably shot down. 

Searchplanes on 22 January damaged 2 small AKs at AILINGLAPALAP and left 
one burning. Light AA fire was encountered. 

No activity was seen at EBON and NAMORIK Atolls. On the 23rd, search 
plane bombed and left a 8000 ton AK sinking 35 miles SE of KWAJALEIN. 

ARCHERFISH reports sinking of one large AK from a convoy of 4 ships with 
3 escorts off CHINA Coast on 22 January. 

An enemy submarine was attacked by 2 fighters from one of our carrier 
groups (58.2) about midway between BAKER and APAMAMA,. There are no indications 
that any reports have been made of the possibility that our carriers are in the 
area. 


The FLIER under tow of the FL0RIKAN for PEARL encountered a heavy storm 
but is apparently riding it out well. 

In the North Pacific, a night air attack on 22-23 January was made in 
the PARAMUSHIRU Area by 3 Catalina's and 3 Ventura's. Areas on which bombs 
were dropped were KASKIV/ABARA, KAKUMABETSU, KATA0KA, ARAHATA ZAKI and SHB'USHU. 
Sporadic AA fire was encountered. Photographs were taken. 

Joint Chiefs of Staff to CinCSoWesPac 231510 (pink) is a directive for 
operations in the South and Southwest Pacific and the support required from the 
Pacific Fleet. 

Joint Chiefs of Staff to CinCPOA 231515 (pink) is a directive to CinCPOA 
for support of operations in the South and Southwest Pacific. 
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23 January (Oahu date) - Continued - 

JCS 231520 (pink) directs that the conference to be held on 27 January 
at PEARL take up question of Naval Support and Assault shipping required for 
BISMARCK ARCHIPELAGO Operations. 


24 January (Oahu date) 

In the Central Pacific, twenty-four B-24's dropped 48 tons on WOTJE 
evening of 23rd from 8 to 11 thousand feet. FireB were started. There was no 
interception a-id AA fire was moderate. Our planes were not damaged. 

STURGEON returning from patrol reports sinking 2 unknown ships of a 
3 ship escorted convoy during the night of 24th. On 16 Jan. the STURGEON sank 
a 7000 ton freighter and made a "bulls eye" on a large single stack destroyer. 

In addition she got a hit on a tanker which was previously reported. 

All task groups are proceeding towards their initial stations for 
FLINTLOCK. Except for the attack by two fighters on an enemy submarine about 
midway between BAKER I. and APAMAMA no incidents or contacts with the enemy 
have been reported. 

ComlJorPac 250653 reports that three 8600 ft. airfields are under 
construction in the Aleutians. One each on SHEMYA, AMCHITKA and UMNAK which 
can be finished by 1 March. 

CufH. 

25 January (Oahu date) ^, 

In the Central Pacific, the following air strikes were made on enemy 
bases in the MARSHALLS on 24 January. 

24 Army Dauntless, 12 Aircobras, 7 Warhawks bombed and strafed MILLE with 
17 tons. There was no interception but 3 Dauntless were damaged by AA fire. 

8 B-25s bombed WOTJE with 7 tons and strafed installations. Large fires 
were started. There was no interception but 5 planes were damaged by AA fire. 

9 B-25s hit TAROA and small craft in harbor with 9 tons and straced instal¬ 
lations. Fires and explosions were started. Of 30 intercepting Zekes one was shot 
down and one probably destroyed. One B-25 crashed north of ARNO auid one was 
damaged. 

13 B-24s, night of 24th, dropped 24 tons on TAROA. Many fires were started 
and damage was estimated as severe. No interception or damage to our planes. 

One B-24 at MILLE and one at WOTJE each dropped 2 tons of bombs. 

Search planes sighted 2 DDs and 1 PC in AILINGLAPALAP afternoon 24th. 

A speoial air strike dawn 26th failed to locate this force. Other search planes 
on the 24th attacked small freighters, one to westward of UJAE Atoll and one in 
UJELANG Atoll. The latter was probably damaged. 




The STURGEON reports a probable hit on 1 AK of 2 ship convoy under 1 es¬ 
cort on 26 Jan. SKIPJACK is working on a 2 AK convoy apparently heading for a, 
ENIWETOK. 

Our forces proceeding to FLINTLOCK are still apparently undetected. ±xj- ‘ 
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26 January (Oahu Date) 
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In the Central Pacific the following air strikes were made on enemy 
bases in MARSHALL ISLANDS on 25 Jan. 

Eighteen B-24s dropped 36 tons at dusk on KWAJALEIN from 10,000 ft. 
Target area was in flames. There was no interception but 1 plane was damaged. 
Planes sighted 1 to 3 warships numerous AKs and small craft in harbor. 

Nine B-25s dropped 5 tons on TAROA from low level mid afternoon. Air¬ 
field and installations were hit and fires started. One grounded Betty was 
destroyed. Of 30-35 intercepting Zekes and Hamps 1 was destroyed 3 probables 
and 5 damaged. Pour of our planes were damaged. 

23 Dauntless 12 Aircobras bombed UILLE in forenoon with 14 tons starting 
4 fires and explosions. There was no interception but 4 Dauntless reoeived 
slight damage. 

At 2230 GCT on the 25th Marine Fighting Squadron 422 took off from 
TARAWA in formation for FUNAFUTI via NANOMEA. One arrived FUNAFUTI one landed 
safely at NIUTOA I. and a number parachuted near NUI I. when gas gave out. An 
intensive search of 2 Desdivs and many planes is underway. No plausible ex¬ 
planation can be made according to CTF 57. 


ComNorPac 262045 quotes American Consul Vladivostok 250010 in regard 
to Russian wishes for operation of whalers in Bering sea north of 63°. 


27 January (Oahu Date) 




6*v 


In the Central Pacific, Air strikes from GILBERT Island bases were 
carried out on Jan. 26th as follows: 

Nine B-25s bombed and strafed TAROA from low altitude dropping 4 tons 
of bombs and using 75mm canon. Large fires were started. Of 20 intercepting 
Zekes, 6 were destroyed in the air, 5 on taking off and 1 probable. Zekes 
followed B-25s to 50 miles to southward where they were met byj^MAKIN P-40s in 
accordance with plan, who destroyed 4 Zekes, 1 Tony, 1 Kate and probably destroyed 
4 Zekes, 1 Kate. We had no losses and slight damage. 

Nine B-25s dropped 7 tons and strafed with 75ram EMIDJ I. (JALUIT) from 
low altitude. AA intense results unobserved. We had no losses or casualties. 
Weather prevented strike on R0I Island. 

Regular searches were carried out by GILBERT planes who sighted only 
1 small AK near KWAJALEIN. 

SWORDFISH reports sinking the following ships: 7000 ton AK on the 13th, 
6000 ton AK or AP on the 15th and 9000 ton AK the 17th. 

Results of search conducted for pilots of MarFitRon 422 as reported 
2100 - 27 January were 1 pilot rescued, 12 pilots located 100 mi. WSW FUNAFUTI; 

1 body recovered. Sixteen pilots are accounted for and 7 still missing. Search 
is continuing. 


-continued- 
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27 January (Oahu date) -continued- 

ComCenPac 270615 reports that MAKIN Lagoon will be available for use 
by all types of ships during FLINTLOCK. There is ample anchorage area and 
least depth in a fairly straight 500 ft. wide channel is 43 feet. 




28 January (Oahu date) 


Air strikes by land based aircraft on enemy bases in the MARSHALLS was 
intensified. 

MILLE was hit by 23 Army Dauntless. 10 Airoobras with 14 tons on gun posi¬ 
tions and radio tower. One Dauntless was lost over target and 6 were damaged. 
There was no interception or shipping. 

WOTJE was struck with 6 tons from 9 B-25s. Large fires were started but 
no interoeption. One B-25 was brought down with crew in raft 10 miles N of WOTJE. 

NAURU was bombed with 6 tons morning 27th by 6 B-25s. Results not observed 

TAROA barracks area reoeived 21 tons in early part of night from 7 B-24s. 
Fires were started. TAROA was again hit by 7 B-25s at 1600 local 28th, with 4^ 
tons and strafing. Damage to barracks and hangars was observed. One B-25 was 
lost over target. 

Night strikes on ROI, KWAJALEIN, WOTJE and TAROA by land based aircraft 
are reported in progress in accordance with plan. 

Searoh planes on 27 Jan. saw no shipping in WOTJE, MALOELAP, JALUIT, MILLE, 
AILINGLAPALAP, EBON, NAMORIK, AUR or MAJURO. At MAJURO no increase in enemy ac¬ 
tivity was observed since 10 December. 

A special searoh of 10 Venturas for enemy picket boats produced negative 
results. 

ANGLER returning from patrol reports sinking 1 large tanker, 1 medium 
tanker, 1 patrol boat from which they got 1 Nip prisoner and damaging 1 medium 
freighter. 

FINBACK returning home reports having sunk 1 large tanker on 2 January 
with 6 hitB out of 6 shots. 

Our forces proceeding to FLINTLOCK operations are still apparently 
undetected. 




29 January (Oahu date) 

The night strikes by shore based air which were scheduled to proceed our 
carrier air strikes were carried out night 28-29 Jan. as follows: 


ROI was bombed by 5 B-24s with 13 tons 
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KWAJALEIN I. received 12 tons from 4 B-24s. 


WOTJE was hit with 27 tons from 9 Liberators 
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29 January (Oahu date) 

JALUIT was bombed by 2 B-24s with 3 tons. 

TAROA was hit with 2 tons from 1 Mariner. There was no AA fire or inter¬ 
ception but one B-24 was missing as a result of these strikes. 

A Mitchell mission to WOTJE was attacked by carrier F6Fs at dusk on 29th 
and 1 Mitchell was shot down others damaged. Similar scheduled strikes were 
cancelled. 

Three photo planes got pictures and dropped bombs on TAROA afternoon of 
the 28th. Good recent oblique photographs of MAJURO were also obtained. 

Search planes in the MARSHALLS reported a convoy composed of 3 AKs, 2 DEs, 
2 small escorts and 2 fighters covering 70 miles west of ROI on course 300 
speed 8. 

THRESHER reports sinking 3 AKs and 1 AO for 25000 tons and damaging a 
10000 ton A0 with one hit. 


SEAHORSE reports sinking an additional AK for 7500 tons. 


While no reports from our forces have been received, intelligence reports 
indicate that our carrier strikes on TAROA, WOTJE, KWAJALEIN and ROI preliminary 
to FLINTLOCK have been carried out as planned at dawn 29 Jan. west longitude date. 


30 January (Oahu date) 



In the Central Pacific, shore based air carried out attacks in the MARSHALLS 
in support of FLINTLOCK. 


Flights of B-25s composed of nine planes each bombed outlying islands in 
MALOELAP Atoll with 4 tons and 76mra canon and WOTJE where large fires were 
started. 

EMIDJ I. (JALUIT) was attacked by 18 Dauntless and P-40s with 9 tons of 
bombs and strafing. 


Air strikes by shore baaed air in GILBERTS night 29-30 Jan. were oarried 
out as follows: 7-324s dropped 21 tons on ROI, eight Liberators bombed 
KWAJALEIN with 24 tons, four B-24s hit TfOTJE with 9 tons, five B-24s and 
3 Venturas dropped 20 tons on MILLE, 2 Catalinas hit TAROA with 1 ton, one 
B-24 dropped 3 tons on JALUIT. 


Five members of B-25 crew shot down by F6F were rescued immediately but 
one went down with plane. Seven pilots from VMF 422 are still missing. 

Fleet Air Wing 2 in a flight of 18 Coronados bombed WAKE night 30-31 Jan. 
All bombs landed on or near field. All planes returned to MIDWAY safely. 

The limited reports received from TFC engaged in FLINTLOCK indicate that 
operations are satisfactorily proceeding in accordance with plan. 

The only damage to ships reported so far was one shell hit in CIC of the 
ANDERSON during the bombardment of WOTJE which killed the Commanding Officer, 

2 other officers, 3 enlisted men and injured 8. 


-oontinued- 
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CTG- 58.1 reported losing 6 VF and 4 VT in D-2 days operations. 


There have been no reports, so far, of any enemy air attaoks or submarine 
attacks on our forces. No enemy combatant ships have been sighted in the 
MARSHALL area. 

31 January (Oahu date) 


FLINTLOCK operations in the MARSHALLS are proceeding very satisfactorily 
so far and in accordance with plan. 

Reports indicate that our air attacks both by shore based and carrier based 
planes have been very effective and that enemy aircraft in the area have been 
destroyed or shot down. Bombing by aircraft and surface ship bombardment have 
caused heavy destruction on all enemy air bases in the area and airfields are 
being kept not operational. 


The Channel Islands near ROI and KWAJALEIN Islands have been captured 
shortly after dawn, as planned, and artillery mounted thereon to provide close 
supporting fire for the main assault tomorrow. Losses were reported as light. 

MAJURO Atoll was found free of the enemy and its occupation provided im¬ 
mediately a large and deep anchorage. 

Complete detailed photographic coverage of ENIWETOK Atoll is being obtained 
which indicates that consideration is being given by Cora5thFhlbFor to the possi¬ 
bility of executing CATCHPOLE immediately after FLINTLOCK should conditions 
permit. 

Two more pilots of VMF 422 havo been rescued leaving 5 still unaccounted for. 


APOGON reports sinking 1 large AP or tender and smother unidentified ship 
night 31st. 

SEAHORSE reports sinking a 7000 ton AK carrying gas. Total sunk for this 
patrol 5 ships for 31000 tons. 


CinCPac 312259 is a reply to Marshall's 120107 in regard to reduction of 
Army forces in rear areas in CentPao and SoPac and the possibility of supplying 
CentPac needs from SoPac bases. / 7^ 

Ov * 

1 February (Oahu date) 


Heavy naval and shore battery bombardment and bombing and strafing by 
carrier aircraft from dawn until hour of landing permitted troops at ROI-NAHUR 
and KWAJALEIN to land without opposition. By dark ROI was completely in our hands 
and all but l/3 of northern part of NAMUR as well. At PORCELAIN troops encountered 
resistance at western end of air strip but continued advance. A secondary landing 
near wharf advanced toward northern end of island. No reports of casualties were 
received but for the initial stages of occupation are believed to be light. 


It appears probable that all objectives will have been captured by D42 day 
with mopping up to be done on outlying islands of atoll. 


-oontinued- 
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1 February (Oahu date) -continued- 

The VfASHINGTON and INDIANA which were in collision at 0430 local time are 
proceeding under escort to MAJURO where repair ships will assist in initial 
repairs. 

Effective neutralization is being carried out of WOTJE, MALOELAP airfields 
by a cruiser group and of MILLE and JALUIT by shore-based air from GILBERTS. 

While no report was received from the carrier aircraft strike on ENIWETOK 
it is believed to have been successful and reinforcement planes destroyed on the 
ground. 

MAJURO lagoon is being used as an anchorage for oilers, ammunition ships 
and repair ships. 

There have been no air or submarine attacks on our surface forces so far. 

CominCh 011810 advises that a Russian Convoy Officer stated that beginning 
31 January Russian ships will not use TSUSHIMA STRAITS this winter and that 
confirmation was being obtained from MOSCOW. J, 

r (Vru 

The seizure and occupation of KWAJALEIN is progressing favorably. ^ 


2 February (Oahu date) 

The seizure and occupation of KWAJALEIN is progressing favorably. 

At 1400Y February 2nd all organized resistance on CAMOUFLAGE and BURLESQUE 
was overoome. 

ComGen 4thMarDiv assumed command ashore at 092SY (/l2). The seizure of 
other islands in Atoll is started with ALTON, ALVIN, ANDREW and ANTHONY wee oc¬ 
cupied without resistance. Unloading is underway and defenses being organized. 
Preliminary estimated casualties of 4th MarDiv to date are less than 100 killed 
and 400 wounded. 

At KWAJALEIN I. the 7th Army Division has taken the southern 2/3 of the 
island up to 1300Y 2 February. Resistance has stiffened but is being reduced by 
ship's guns and artillery. Enemy dead are 1250 and 43 prisoners. Army dead 27, 
wounded 190, missing 9. The estimated strength enemy troops is placed at 2000. 
Unloading is proceeding. The seizure of BURTON I., a fortified island north of 
KWAJALEIN started at 0930(/l2) 3 February. Other small islands are being occupied. 

CTG 58.3 (RAdm Sherman) reports effective neutralization and destruction of 
ENIWETOK airfield and installations commencing dawn D-l day until dark 2 February. 
Great destruction with no worthwhile air targets is reported. Complete photographic 
coverage of ENIWETOK and UJELANG was obtained. 

BURNS (DD) returning from search encountered 1 medium AO, 1 medium AK, 2 
smaller ships at 0100(/l2) 30 January near UJAE and sank all four with gunfire. 

Airfields on WOTJE, TAROA and MILLE continue to be kept neut— 1 * — 1 
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3 February (Oahu data) 
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The seizure and occupation of the remaining islands in the KWAJALEIN 
Atoll is proceeding* Considerable progress in this regard has been made in 
the ROI-NAMUR Area but no report has been received from the PORCELAIN Area. 

The Task Groups of TF 58 are being assembled at MAJURO for fueling and replace¬ 
ment of ammunition and aircraft in preparation for a carrier aircraft strike on 
ships in TRUK about 9 February, 


Plans are being made by TF Commanders for an early seizure of ENIWETOK 
Atoll as soon as forces can be organized* The seizure of many secret and confi¬ 
dential Jap charts of most of the Mandate Island Areas including ENIWETOK and 
TRUK will expedite planning for the above tasks. 

ComAirSoPac has been directed to obtain photographic coverage of TRUK 
and PONAPE which he will do on 4 February (E. Long, date). 

The neutralization of airfields and facilities on EHIWETCK, WOTJE, TAROA, 
MILLE and JALUIT by oarrier, shore based air and cruiser and DD bombardment is 
being continued. 

So far there have been no enemy air attacks and one enemy sub was sighted 
and attacked with good results to the NW of JALUIT, 

The WASHINGTON and INDIANA rather severely damaged in collision have ar¬ 
rived at MAJURO where temporary repairs are being made prior to their departure 
for PEARL, It is hoped that a speed of 12 and perhaps 15 knots may be maintained. 
Both require drydocking. 

In the North Pacific, FlairWing 4 sent 3 land Catalinas from ATTU for 
attacks on PARAMUSHIRU Area 2-3 February. One returned due mechanical trouble. 

The other two dropped bombs on SURIBACHI WAN - CKCMAYE WAN Area with doubtful 
results. 


CTG 94 reports bombardment of MUSASHI Area, PARAMUSHIRU completed with 
no damage to the 2 OCL and ^ DD composing the force. Inaocurate but rapid fire 
from shore batteries was encountered. 



/ 


4 February (Oahu date) 


The capture of KWAJALEIN, BURTON, BURNET, and BLANKENSHIP Islands by the 
7th Division was completed today. Our losses to date in the Southern Attack Force 
is reported as 32 killed, 239 wounded, none missing. The enemy lost 1240 killed 
and 51 prisoners. 


There was no report from the Northern Force but the occupation of the 
remaining small islands in the atoll is proceeding. 

The capture and occupation of MAJURO is completed and Commander Advance 
Base MAJURO assumed command, 1600 local time 4 Feb. RAdm Jones is proceeding 
MAJURO to act as CTF 57 Sub-Commander. 


ENIWETOK was bombed by aircraft of carrier group 4 Feb. with 35 tons on 
runways and fuel storage. Two concealed Kates were strafed and destroyed. 

Report states no effort is being made to repair runways. Carrier group will 
make strikes as necessary to keep field inoperative. (*/WW 
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4 February (Oahu date) - continued - 
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WAKE was bombed by 18 Coronados from MIDWAY night 4-6 Feb. All planes 
returned to MIDWAY. 


Initial reports from ROI I. state that enemy runways are Doorly constructed 
and need major rebuilding with coral. Source of coral is not visible in prelimin¬ 
ary inspection. 


2 Photo-Liberators carried out reconnaissance of TRUK 4 Feb. and report 
from pilot interrogation states that probably 2 CV, 3 BB, 6 CA, 20-26 CL and DD 
are anchored west of DUBLON Island and 19-22 AKs and APs east of DUBLON Island. 
There appear to be 2 bomber fields and 3 fighter fields with the possiWLity of 
two others. ComAirSoPac 050623 (pink). x 

5 February (Oahu date) 


At KWAJALEIN, all islands except GODFREY I. in the NW corner and a few 
adjacent islets to the SE are in our hands. Offensive operations in the south 
part of the Atoll have ceased. Reembarkation of troops and departure of ships 
is proceeding. 

The neutralization of enemy airfields in the MARSHALL Islands is continu¬ 
ing with carrier aircraft attacking ENIWETOK and land based air bombing WOTJE, 
MALOELAP, MILLE on 4 Feb. and JALTJIT on 5 February. 

ComFltAirWing 2 will strike WAKE Island on 9 and 10 February with 9 
Coronados on each strike. 

Admiral Nimitz and party departed for the MARSHALL Islands on 4 February 
and are due at KWAJALEIN at noon 6 February. 


Preparations and plans are being made for early seizure of 'INIWETOK and a 
carrier air strike on TRUK but no target date has as yet been set for either. 

Photographic interpretation of TRUK photographs show only 1 BB in harbor 
and a reduced number of cruisers and destroyers. The two ca-riers reported 
present are apparently 2 CVE. There is a possibility that a force composed of 
cruisers and destroyers are at sea. 

In the North Pacific, 6 Catalinas and 3 Venturas of FlAirWing 4 conducted 
armed photo-reconnaissance mission over PARAMUSHIRU night 3-4 February. One 
Landcat turned back but 3 over NW coast SHIMUSHU encountered light AA. One 
Landcat crossed central SHIMUSHU and one over KURA8UZAKI. Three Venturas over 
KURABUZAKI. All planes dropped bombs causing some damage. 


Another photo-reconnaissance was carried out night 4-5 Feb. by 2 Catalinas 
and 2 Venturas. Bombs were dropped by radar thru solid overcast. All planes 
returned. 


O'/ 


DECLASSIFIED 

Authority: E0 12958, as amended 
HQ USEUCOM 


1850 









DECLASSIFIED ^ 

■mUiP Authority: E012958, as amended 

•n USEUCOM 

6 February (Oahu date) 

At KWAJALEIN Atoll, the preparation for withdrawal of assault troops is 
proceeding rapidly and defense deployments are well in hand. 

Apparently a good coral bed on ROI-NAMUR has been discovered from which 
coral for repairs to poor airfields on ROI can be obtained. 

Final figures for casualties subject to minor changes: Southern Attack 
Force own killed 157 own wounded 712 own missing 17, enemy prisoners Japanese 
48 Korean 125, enemy dead 4650; Northern Attaok Force own killed 129 own wounded 
436 own missing 65, enemy prisoners Japanese 51 Koreans 40 dead 3472. 

Visual reconnaissance of PONAPE was carried out Feb. 6, E. long. date. 

Our planes encountered no interception or AA fire. One AK was sighted in harbor 
plus several small craft. 

An airfield was seen on JOKAJ Island composed of 2 strips intersecting 
at 45 degrees, which is serviceable. No aircraft were sighted. 

/ 

7 February (Oahu date) 

The capture and occupation of KWAJALEIN Atoll having been completed, at 
2000 GCT 8 February, Comdr. KWAJALEIN Atoll, Island Comdr. ROI and Island Comdr. 
KWAJALEIN I. will assume co’inand of their respective assignments. Until further 
orders of ComCenPac, Comdr. KWAJALEIN Atoll will remain responsible to CTF 51 in 
regard to defensive measures in the Atoll area. 

Searches in the MARSHALLS T sland were carried out and small craft destroyed 
at TAONGI Atoll and JALUIT. Sporadic AA fire was encountered at ENIWETOK but no 
planes or ships were sighted there. A Ventura over NAURU received intense AA fire 
and reports runways looked usable. 

Interpretation of photo, coverage of PONAPE revealed airfield of 2 inter¬ 
secting runways each 2500 by 300 ft. located on TITIEN3ARAU south of JOKAJ Island. 
No aircraft were seen on field. Planes sighted 2 large AKs, 4 PC south LANGARS 
I., 75 barges PONAPE town, numerous buildings on LANGAR I. and possible seaplane 
base on west side. Several batteries of coast defense and heavy AA guns. 

The bombardment anl bombing of airfields on WOTJE and TAROA continues daily 
but intelligence reports state that fields are reported operative shortly after each 
shelling or bombing. The land based planes continue to keep MILLE and JALUIT well 
pounded in addition to strikes on TAROA and WOTJE. 


Preparations for early operations against ENIWETOK and an early carrier 
strike against TRUK continue. No target date has been set for either as yet. 
Apparently difficulty is being experienced in replenishing combatant ships with 
ammunition from AEs at MAJURO. 


Due to the relatively small number of enemy combatant ships sighted in 
TRUK 4 February, Com7thFleet reports that he interprets this fact together vA th 
enemy's reaction to GALVANIC as indicating a substantial enemy force at sea to 
the north eastward of TRUK composed of possibly 3 BBs, 5-6 CA, 2 CLs about 12 DDs 


DECLASSIFIED 

Authority: EO 12958, as amended 
•*n USEUCOM 
















DECLASSIFIED 

Authority: E012958, as amended 
’OiiSEUCOM 




8 February (Oahu date) 


r\ 


The neutralization of enemy bases on WOTJE, TAROA, JALUIT and MILLE by land 
based air is being continued. In addition cruiser and destroyers bombarded TAROA 
afternoon of the 8th. Antiaircraft fire encountered at all places but reported as 
light and inaccurate. 

One CVE maintained a/s and Cap over MAJURO while another patrolled over 
WOTJE and MALOELAP and dropped 9 tons on TAROA. One fighter was shot down in 
MALOELAP lagoon but pilot was rescued by sea plane from SALT LAKE CITY. 

On Feb. 6th, carrier group 58.4 attacked ENIWETOK runway and fuel dumps. 
Report stated planes saw no aircraft and very little signs of life on any island 
except ENGEBI. Attempt was made to repair runway damaged by previous bombings. 


Nine Coronadoes from MIDWAY successfully bombed WAKE night 8-9 Feb. Eight 
planes were returning to MIDWAY and one with one engine disabled to KWAJALEIN. 

Admiral Nimitz and members of staff returned from inspection of newly jf 
captured bases in the MARSHALL ISLANDS. ^ 

6 ^. 

9 February (Oahu date) 


In the Central Pacific, nineteen GILBERT based B-24s dropped 42 tons on 
TAROA and 15 tons on MILLE evening 8 Feb. WOTJE was not reached due to weather. 


SALT LAKE CITY and destroyers shelled WOTJE with 100 rounds 8” HC noon 
9 Feb. One destroyer patrolled and bombarded each night 7th and 8th with no enemy 
activity observed. 


Search planes in the MARSHALLS saw no ships or planes at KTTSAIE and no 
activity at ENIWETOK. One plane strafed buildings UJAE and UJELANG. No activity 
was seen at NAURU but MILLE runways were being repaired. 

All Coronados participating in the WAKE strike 8-9 Feb. arrived safely at 
their destinations. The strike on WAKE scheduled for tonight is postponed due to 
weather and is now set for tomorrow night. 

Aircraft from carrier group at ENIWETOK are scheduled to strike that atoll 
on 11 and 12 February, E. long. date. 

TRIGGER operating to westward of TRUK reports sinking 1 large transport and 
1 destroyer in 2 night surface attacks on 16 knot convoy bound for TRUK composed of 
3 APs and 2 DDs. 


A POW statement obtained from civilian air corps employee on ROI I. reports 
new air base NW of PONAPE and near CROLUK on an island named by the Japanese as 
BARAGUN. The air base there is reported to have huge stores of gasoline, bombs and 
ammunition but only 7 planes based there now. Japanese propose to use this base / 
for raids against our bases in the future. This island could not be identified /*' 


on the charts. 
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10 February (Oahu date) 
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The land based aircraft in the GILBERTS are keeping the enemy airfields 
and bases in the MARSHALLS neutralized. In addition the Neutralization Force 
of oruisers and destroyers have a schedule of bombardment whereby the cruisers 
bombard WOTJE and TAROA in the daytime and destroyers do so at night. 

CTF 57 plans to strike PONAPE at noon local -12 February with about 
5 squadrons of heavy bombers. 

The PERMIT operating NW of TRUK reports 2 MOGAMI 4 SIIIGURE class ships 
night 10th 8-19N 149-29E course 300 speed 19. PERMIT reports 1 or 2 hits in 
cruiser. Later, same night in 8-11N 149-44E PERMIT sighted large CV 2DD course 
110 speed 17 and reports 3 probable hits at extreme range in carrier which 
continued on course. 

The SPEARFISH reports sinking 2 freighters 1 passenger freighter 1 escort 
and 2 freighters damaged south of FORMOSA. 

ComCenPac has set 17 February as the tentative D-day for CATCHPOLE with 
an early HAILSTONE probably proceeding that by one day. These dates to be 
anticipated if practicable. 


CoraSoPac has directed that the seizure and occupation of GREEN ISLAND 
will start on 15 February. 


A further report in regard to the new enemy airbase referred to 
yesterday as named BARAGUN states that reference is probably made to GARAGUN 
ISLAND which is near the PALAUS. 


11 February (Oahu date) 





Additional bombing strikes were made on WOTJE, TAROA and MILLE by land 
based air. No details were reported. 


C.T.G. 58.4 reported that runway on ENGEBI I., ENIWETOK was thorougiy 
covered with craters but there were some indications that few repairs had been 
made. No new installations or signs of activity were observed on any island of 
ENIWETOK. No AA fire was observed and few if any targets remain. 

The 2nd Echelon of FlAirWing 2 bombed WAKE 0040 (/l2) time 11th. Two 
Coronados were turned back by engine trouble, 7 planes bombed target thoroughly. 

No AA fire was observed. All planes returned safely. 

The first enemy air raid on KWAJALEIN was made by about 12 enemy planes at 
0330Y 12 Feb. ROI I. only was attacked. Fires were observed from other islands. 
No details of attack were received. Planes apparently came from PONAPE. 

Island Commander of ROI I. reports that by 14 February a fighter strip 
150 ft. by 4000 will be available for limited operations of 1 VMF squadron. 


The five squadron plane strike on PONAPE planned for 12 February has been 
postponed to 14-18 February. DECLASSIFIED 
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11 February (Oahu date) - continued - 
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JCS 081621 approves CinCPOA's allocations of naval vessels to the 3rd and 
7th Fleets for the BISMARCK ARCHIPELAGO operations as given in serial 00014 of 30 
January. 


CinCPac 120505 calls attention to the fact that the views expressed in recent 
conference with representatives of SoPac and SoWesPac were infonative views of 
individuals only. 


CominCh 102212 states definition of operational control as agreed to by 
British Admiralty and Air Ministry. 

12 February (Oahu date) 




Commander KV7AJALEIN Atoll reports assuming the Military Governorship of the 
atoll as the representative of CinCPOA. 


ROI airfield is 15# complete and it is estimated that it will be ready for 
1 fighter squadron 14 Feb. KWAJALEIN I. is 10# complete and will be ready for 1 
fighter squadron 20 February. 


o 


o 





Eight night fighters of VMF 532 will proceed from TARAWA to ROI on 13 Feb. 

An Avenger from Coral Sea made a successful forced landing on KWAJALEIN Island 
airfield at 0725 (/l2) 12 Feb. 

Intelligence reports indicate that the attack on ROI at 0230Y (/l2) Feb. 12th 
was carried out by 12 to 14 seaplanes probably from PONAPE. The attack was deliber¬ 
ate and accurate and resulted in killing 25 and wounding 130. Material damage was 
estimated as 80# supplies and 20# construction equipment. Two LCTs were burned but 
believed salvageable. 


There have been no recent indications of the location of enemy surface 
forces which reports state at sea in the vicinity of TRUK. / 

13 February (Oahu date) 


Enemy airfields on TAROA, WOTJE and MILLE continue to be kept inoperative 
by land based aircraft from GILBERTS. In addition, cruisers and destroyers are 
continuing their bombardment of TAROA and WOTJE. 

Further reports from CTF 51 state that the enemy seaplanes which bombed ROI 
ISLAND on 12 Feb. came from ENIWETOK, but one plane appeared to retire towards PONAPE. 
Extensive use was made of radar counter measures which gave saturation pips on scopes. 

Photographic reconnaissance of PONAPE on 11 and 12 Feb. show runways are rough 
and appear unserviceable. No aircraft were seen. Four coastal defense guns were seer 
on JAPUTIK ISLAND, 3 on JCKAJ I. and 2 heavy and 3 light AA guns on LANGAI I. No 
shipping was sighted in anchorage but one small ship off PONAPE HARBOR ENTRANCE and 
85 barges at PONAPE TOWN. 


An unidentified submarine was sighted by eastbound clipper and ship between 

HAWAII and SAN FRANCISCO. The clipper reported a position of 25-54N 151-18W, and 
the ship 20-35N 134-56W on 13 February. 
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13 February (Continued) 

C.T.G. 58.4 bombed ENIWETOK on the 10th, 11th and 12th of February and 
states that runway is unusable at least for 48 hours. All visible installations 
have been destroyed and no profitable targets remain. This force also bombed 
UJAE on 12 February and reported destruction of installations. 

GUDGEON reports sinking a large AP in 27-38N 121-15E. on 11 February 
(E. long. date). 


The MACAW, which was aground on the east edge of channel to MIDWAY, slid 
off the reef and sank with masts only showing. Salvage officer reports further 
salvage impracticable, but clearance of channel is practicable. Present estimates 
are that the Commanding Officer and 4 men from MACAW and 3 men from NOB are missing. 


ComCenPacFor 130013 states that during absence of this Commander on CATCHPOLE 
CTF 57 will assume duties of ComCenPacFor in GILBERTS-MARSHALLS Area. 



14 February (Oahu date) 


Dog day for the assault on ENIWETOK is definitely set for 17 February 
with carrier air strike on TRUK on D minus 1 day. Transports carrying the assault 
troops and other units depart KWAJALEIN anchorage on 15 February. 

The neutralization of WOTJE, TAROA and MILLE is being continued. The 
MARYLAND enroute PEARL HARBOR will bombard WOTJE assisted by 2 DD early morning 
16 February. 

A total of 10 enemy mines have been swept to date at KWAJALEIN in AMBO 
CHANNEL. They are all of the horned moored type. 

The usual searches were carried out over the MARSHALL ISLANDS with no im¬ 
portant sightings. 


In the Southern Pacific Area reports state that the assault on GREEN ISLAND 
commenced as scheduled on 15 February (E. Long. date). No details were given. 

ComAir MUNDA reports that enemy base on ANT ISLAND, close and to westward 
of PONAPE, will be bombed daily from MUNDA between 12 to 19 February. 

With the early execution of CATCHPOLE it will be possible to speed up the 
operations in plan GRANITE. Planning and initial implementation towards this end 
are now underway. 


Intelligence reports indicate that our carrier strike will find enemy com¬ 
batant ships in addition to cargo craft in TRUK although some of the enemy units 
appear to be at sea. 
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15 February (Oahu date) 

C.T.G. 50.15 has bombarded TAROA daily from 13 Feb. and WOTJE from 14 Feb. 
WOTJE and TAROA airstrips are intermittently operational. Enemy flying boats are 
probably touching at these bases. The General Plan is to bombard WOTJE and TAROA 
aircraft facilities from sea and air to prevent their use and to deny enemy 
entrance and exit to those lagoons. 

Air Strikes against MILLE are continuing. 

Forty-two liberators from T.F. 57 dropped 56 tons on PONAPE on 15 Feb.(L). 
CinCPac 150220 establishes the Central Pacific Forward Area. 


PLUNGER reports 3 AK's (tonnage total 15,000) believed sunk in 33-00 N. 
136-00 E on 15 Feb. (E. long. date). 

ComSoPac reports occupation of GREEN ISLAND on Feb. 15 (E. long date) 
according to plan, and without opposition. 


Intelligence reports indicate the possibility that CinC combined is at 
PALAU and that the BB MTJSASHI is tentatively located there. 


Intelligence indicates torpedoing of light cruiser AGANO afternoon of 16th 
in 10-10 N, 151-40 E, by USS SKATE left AGANO in sinking condition. 

y 

16 February (Oahu date) _—-■ 


Land-based air strikes (under TF 57) continued against MILLE, JALUIT, 
MALOELAP, and WOTJE. A search plane attacked AK and DD off PONAPE, leaving the 
AK damaged and possibly grounded outside harbor. 


SEAHORSE summarizes results of patrol, as follows: Sank one AP (6,500 ton) 
and 4 AK (total 24,350). 

There has been a recent heavy influx of Jap shipping in RABAUL. Both RABAUL 
and EAVIENG are receiving severe poundings by air forces from the SOUTH and SOUTHWEST 
PACIFIC Areas; their claims of vessels sunk and/or damaged are considerable. 

Intelligence reports indicate that CinC Combined is now in or approaching 
EMPIRE waters. 


Although no reports have been received from our forces, preliminary intelli¬ 
gence indicates that Carrier Task Forces hit TRUK on schedule, approximately 100 
fighters attacking between 0800-0900. One of our Task Groups was sighted by an 
enemy plane in the morning bearing 048°, 92 miles from TRUK. The enemy ordered a 
dusk search and attack (using 4 reconnaissance planes and 9 medium bombers from 
TINIAN) and preparations for night landings at TRUK. Strikes by our Carrier Task 
Force continued and part of our surface forces (reported as two BB and two CA) 
closed TRUK Atoll and took some enemy units under gunfire. Enemy planes maintained 
contact with out Carrier Task Group northeast of TRUK, and night torpedo attack by 
planes based in the RABAUL-KAVIENG area also was ordered. Japanese submarines in 
the area were to expedite attacks, particularly on Battleships and Cruisers close 
in to the northeast of TRUK. It appears that a convoy departing TRUK was hit by 
our Carrier planes with good results. Damage indicated thus far: 
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Training Cruiser KATORI afire 

Three MARUS sunk by bombing 

Five Destroyers damaged; two seriously 

No violent reaction other than air reinforcement, has been noted to the HAILSTONE 
strike, surface reinforcement indications being conspicuous by their absence* 

It is believed that the search planes for the night torpedo attack made contact, 
and that the attack was initiated - results unknown. 


17 February (Oahu date) 




The PENSACOLA (from TF 50.15) hit REUTER, satellite island of TAROA, 
with 8 and 6 inch at minimum range of 5400 yards; bombardment caused 19 explosions; 
flames reached 2855 feet; fires were burning 3jb- hours later. No apparent enemy 
activity, except attempts to repair runway ABLE. 


Dog-Day operations against ENIWETCK Atoll progressed according to plan. 
Artillery was landed on RUJIYORU and the adjacent island to the north. Heavy naval 
bombardment and air strikes continued throughout the day; there was no return fire. 
BODON ISLAND will be occupied after dark February 17, Captured natives stated that 
Jap forces on the 3 main islands of the atoll were reinforced last month. DEEP 
entrance was easy to negotiate, and is well marked;; the lagoon anchorage is ample. 
Moored mines were encountered in the South Channel; sweeping continues in the 
Anchorage. W-Hour for PHASE II (DOG plus 1) is 0845Y 18 February. 

During the operations of air task groups against TRUK, the INTREPID was 
struck by one torpedo on 17 FqH.; speed reduced to 20 knots; steering room flooded, 
requiring that ship be steered by main engines. Torpedo hit in starboard quarter. 

5 known dead; 1- seriously injured; 6 missing. The INTREPID is returning to PEARL. 

No reports on the results of the TRUK strikes have been received. The 
SEARAVEN rescued 3 aviators close to the TRUK Northeast Passage on the morning of 
17 February. 


CTF 57 plans to strike PONAPE with 3 squadrons of Liberators at noon 17 
Feb., and again with same force at noon 19 Feb. 

On 16 Feb. Vice Admiral Raymond A. Spruance appointed Admiral; to rank 
from 4 February. 

CinCPac 180538 directs organisation of 1st Group Fleet Air Wing 2 in 
forward area. 


Although reports from our Task Force are lacking, intelligence sources in¬ 
dicate that the carrier air strikes on TRUK were continuing on the 17th according to 
schedule. Considerably less reaction on the enemy's part was noted, suggesting the 
probable expenditure of the majority of his air strength in the area, including 
available trained reinforcements. Enemy air reconnaissance and possible tracking of 
our Task Force was noted: one position giving 07-07N, 153-23E at 12 hours plus 12. 
Some, or all of this air reconnaissance is from TINIAN. 


Enemy submarines were again ordered to attack our surface units to the 
northeast of TRUK. 















18 February (Oahu date) 
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Following intense naval and air bombardment, the D/l assault on ENGEBI 
proceeded according to plan, RCT 22 meeting only weak opposition at the beaches; 
the assault troops moved rapidly inland completing capture of the Island by 1600Y 
18 February, except for mopping up operations which are continuing. Our casualties 
though undetermined, are believed light. Equipment losses are negligible. All 
Islands in the atoll are now secure from BOGALLUA Island to the unnamed island 
immediately north of AOMON Island, inclusive. The attack against ENIWETOK Island 
will be launched at 0900Y 19 February. Sweeping operations in the southern lagoon 
continue. 

On 18 February land-based air strikes (under TF 57) were directed against 
PONAPE Town where warehouses and docks were effectively bombed; against KUSAIE 
where the airfield area, LELA Harbor, and Port LOCTIN wore bombed with moderate 
success; and against JALUIT where results were unobserved. 


SNOOK reports sinking one 6000 ton APK and one 1500 AK on 14 and 15 Feb. 

30 miles SW of TSUSHIMA; and damaging two 6000 ton AK's in a southbound convoy 
8 February GOT. 

Upon arrival PEARL, GUARDFISH reports having sunk 1 large DD of the AMIGIRI 
class on 1 February, and 1 large tanker on 14 January in the area between NEW 
GUINEA and the CAROLINES. 


ComGen SAMOA 182120 announces transfer of command to Commandant Naval 
Station on March 1. 


Significant is the bombardment of the RABAUL and KAVIENG areas conducted 
on 17 February by destroyers from TG 38.4 and TG 39.4. This follows a series of 
successful and sustained air strikes against those bases, and appears to indicate 
quite definitely the waning of Japanese sea and air power in the BISMARCK ARCHI¬ 
PELAGO. 


Intelligence sources indicate that CinC FOURTH FLEET at TRUK anticipated 
further attacks by our carrier task force yesterday, the 18th, and at least 6 and 
probably 9 torpedo bombers of Air Group 582 were flown into TRUK from TINIAN. The 
withdrawal of certain service forces, including the Repair Ship AKASHI to the 
PALAU area from TRUK was noted yesterday. CinC SECOND and ComDesRon TWO at PALAU 
aro intimately concerned with these movements. CinC SECOND is definitely establish 
ed in the PALAU area with a faint suggestion he might be located at ULITHI, KOSSOL 
PASSAGE (PALAU), or NGULU. 

Other than the ordering of submarines in the area to attack, there is still 
no indication that the enemy intends to use surface forces to intercept our Task 
Force, or to reinforce the TRUK area. Withdrawal of certain convoys to the SAIPAN 
area as a result of our TRUK strike has been noted. 


At 190455 (plus 12 zone) an enemy plane sent a contact giving a position, 
presumably of our carrier task force, at 9-30 N, 160-10 E. This report has been 
widely recirculated and sent to submarines. 
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Followed by heavy naval and air bombardment the D plus 2 (19 Feb.) assault 
on ENIWETCK Island was launched as planned at 0900Y, the 2 Assault Battalions of 
RCT 106 meeting only weak opposition at the beaches. Enemy opposition in deep 
fox-holes with considerable mortar and machine gun fire slowed the progress of the 
attacking forces. The reserve battalion (22nd Marines) was committed at 1330Y. 

At 2000Y the western half of the island was in our possession except for a pocket 
of resistance on the western tip of the island. One battery of the 104th Field 
Artillery was landed, and continues to support the attack. Complete capture of 
the island is expected on 20 Feb. All islands in the atoll are now secure except 
ENIWETOK and PARRY. The assault against PARRY will be launched on 21 Feb. with 
2 battalions of the 22nd Marines in the assault and the 3d in regimental reserve; 
one battalion of RCT 106 will be in group reserve; this assault will be supported 
by the 75 mm. Pack-Howitzer Bn. from positions on JAPTAN Island. Casualties so 
far reported are 64 dead, 180 wounded on ENGEBI, and 14 dead 58 wounded on ENIWETOK. 
The death of Mr. John Bushemi of Yank Magazine was reported. 

Preliminary reports on results of TRUK air strikes give the following 
estimate of ships sunk: 2 CL, 1 AE, 1 AV, 3 DD, 2 AO, 2 PC, and 8 AK; and 
the following estimate of ships probably sunk: 1 CL or large DD, 2 AO, and 4 AK. 

A total of 272 aircraft waB observed. Of these 127 were shot down in the air, 
and 74 were destroyed on the ground or water. 71 other aircraft of various types 
were observed on the ground and of this number an estimated 50 to 70 % were unser¬ 
viceable. On the 2nd day of the strike no hostile aircraft were observed in the 
air over the target. Our losses were 8 VF, 6 VT, and 3 VB; 14 pilots and 12 crew¬ 
men were missing; 3 crewmen were killed. CTF 50 went after cripples with the 
NEW JERSEY, IOWA, MINNEAPOLIS, NEW ORLEANS, and 4 DD’s, making a counter-clockwise 
swing around the atoll; this force sank 1 crippled Katory class CA, 1 crippled 
Shiguri class DD, and 2 PC; 6 prisoners were taken from one PC. None of our ships, 
other than the INTREPID, sustained any damage. In addition to the damage inflicted 
upon the enemy's ships and aircraft, considerable damage was done to the ETEN, MOEN, 
and PRAN fields and the DUBLON seaplane base; fuel oil tanks and an ammunition dump 
were also destroyed. 


Land based air strikes (under TF 57) were made against KTJSAIE Harbor, 
WOTJE, JALUIT, and MII.LE. Light AA was received from EUSAIE and MILLE; no AA 
from WOTJE; intense AA from JALUIT. 


ComCenPacFor reports that task group 5^.2 *nd 58.3, under RAdm. Mitscher, 
are proceeding to strike SAIPAN and TINIAN. 




Intelligence reports indicate that a major reshuffling of air groups in 
the Japanese Naval Air Force is taking place. There is a strong suggestion that 
CinC First Air Fleet has assumed tactical command of all air units in the MANDATES 
area. It appears that the MANDATES are being reinforced by drawing upon EMPIRE, 
SOUTHEASTERN and SOUTHWESTERN air resources. 


The Japanese strength in the SAIPAN-TINIAN area is estimated as 25 fighters, 
18 medium bombers, 15 dive bombers, 15 torpedo bombers, 5 float planes, and 6 
float fighters; 6 large Maru's, 8 medium Maru's, 12 small Maru's, 30 picket patrol 
boats, 3 sub-chasers, 3 coast defense vessels, 3 destroyers, and 4 mine layers; 

1 carrier and 1 destroyer are enroute, probably with convoy arriving SAIPAN 221100 
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20 February (Oahu date) 

D plus 3 (20 Feb) operations against ENIWETOK Island resulted in the 
island being over-run by our assault forces who are now engaged in unearth¬ 
ing the Japanese from numerous well concealed and interconnecting foxholes. 

The combined estimated Japanese strength on ENGEBI and ENIWETOK Islands is 
1000 (open to interpretations of wording); indications are that PARRY Island 
is somewhat more heavily garrisoned than ENIWETOK. The assault against 
PARRY Island has been deferred until 22 Feb. A revised report of casualties 
estimate 76 dead, 173 wounded, and 2 missing on ENGEBI; estimate for ENIWE¬ 
TOK Island is approximately the same. 25 prisoners have been taken. Per¬ 
formances of troops reported as outstanding. Some difficulty has been ex¬ 
perienced in getting LST's on the beach at ENGEBI, but blasting operations 
are now in progress. (Command of) ENIWETOK passed to Colonel Jones, USA, 
on 20 Feb. Aerial and naval bombardment of PARRY Island continues. 

POGY reports sinking one 6000 ton AK and damaging one 5000 ton AK 
off the East coast of FORMOSA. 

SEARAVEN reports that 17 AK's and 1 DD were bottlenecked trying to 
escape from TRUK South Pass on the morning of 17 Feb. but few escaped; TRUK 
North Pass did not appear to be in use; glow of fires was visible over TRUK 
during the nights of 17 and 18 February. 

BatDiv 3 completed its bombardment of TAROA on 20 February. All firing 
was at minimum range with top and plane spot. Targets were well covered, but 
only one very small fire started, due it was reported, to the efficacy of pre¬ 
vious bombardments. 

Land based air strikes (from CTF 57) were again directed against MILLE, 
TAROA, and WOTJE on 20 Feb.; these blows were directed against runways and 
aircraft installations. 

ANPB 191307 refers to non-availability of Navy special fuel oil for 
loading at California ports after 1 April '44., 

Intelligence reports indicate that a Japanese offensive may be brewing 
in the SINGAPORE Area. There are various indications that the Japanese are 
massing important naval commands and fleet units in the SINGAPORE Area. It is 
estimated that the following commands and fleet units are probably enroute to 
or in the SINGAPORE Area as of 20 Feb.: Commanders 1st and 3rd Fleets, Com- 
BatDiv 2, ComCruDiv 7, ComCruDiv 16; carriers ZUIKAKU and possibly SHOKAKU; 
battleships NAGATO, ISE, YAMASFTRO, and possibly FUSO; heavy cruisers KUMANO, 
SUZUYA, TONE, ASHIGARA, AOBA; light cruisers KUMA, 01, KINU, KITAGAMI (damaged); 
and an unknown number of DD's. It is believed that the Commander 1st Fleet 
is Vice Admiral Nagumo, who commanded the carrier striking force from PEARL 
HARBOR to MIDWAY including the BENGAL BAY attack in April 1942. It is es¬ 
timated that the enemy is preparing for offensive surface and air operations 
possibly in the BENGAL BAY Area in the near future. 
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On d/ 4 (21 Feb) final mopping up of remaining Japs on ENIWETOK Island was 
in progress. The battalion of RCT 22 was withdrawn on 20 Feb to rest, reorganize, 
and repair equipment preparatory to the assault on PARRY Island; the 10th Marine 
Defense Bn. will constitute the Group Reserve in this assault. Unloading of LSTs 
at ENGEBI is practically complete; unloading has started at ENITCETOK. Throughout 
the day and night of 21 Feb PARRY Island was pounded by air, naval, and field 
artillery bombardments. 35 Japs and 13 Koreans have been captured; this was facili¬ 
tated by the use of loud speaker system installed on the island. 


On 21 Feb BatDiv 3 completed bombardment of WOTJE without casualties, using 
own plane spot; ranges 8 to 14,000. Numerous buildings were hit and a fuel dump 
was fired. The island was reported as a poor target due to previous effective 
bombardments; in view of this, the scheduled bombardment of V70TJE on 22 Feb has 
been cancelled. 


SPEARFISH reports sinking a Maru in the CHINA SEA; 4 electric torpedoes 
were fired, two of which were hits. Her total is now 5 sunk and 2 damaged for a 
total of 40,000 tons. 


ASPRO reports sinking an 1-9 class sub north of TRUK after a chase on 15 
Feb; she obtained 2 hits out of 4 torpedoes fired. 

Single searchers were over JALUIT, RONGELAP, and KUSAIE on 20 Feb. Large 
fires were observed on JALUIT; 2 quarter ton bombs destroyed a building at RONGELAP; 
and the radio station KUSAIE was damaged. 

A report from the SUNFISH indicates damage to the CHITOSE (CVE); report 
states carrier believed stopped, course 290°, distance 35 miles from SAIPAN. 


In the South Pacific DesDiv 45 and DesDiv 46 carried out effective bombard¬ 
ment missions in the STEFFAN STRAIT and KAVIENG areas. DesRon 23 pursued and sank 
the CLAUDIA (?) MARU in 08-54 N, 148-38 E. The Maru was loaded with aircraft 
personnel totalling about 400; 73 of 100 survivors were captured. 


Intelligence reports indicate that Task Groups 58.2 and 58.3, in their 
approach toward SAIPAN-TINIAN, were sighted on 21 Feb and were shadowed during the 
night. As yet there are no reports on the results of the strike scheduled for 


22 Feb. 


22 February (Oahu Date) 




Complete capture of ENIWETOK Atoll was completed at 1930Y 22 February with 
the fall of PARRY ISLAND. Major General Nishuda and his crack 1st Seaborne Mobile 
Brigade went to their death. The Japanese troops were strongly entrenched and were 
well trained; the total number of Japs on the Atoll is estimated in excess of 3,000, 


Land based air strikes (from TF 57) were made on 21 February against 
PONAPE, KUSAIE, WOTJE, TAROA and MILLE; 30 tons considerably damaged PONAPE 
waterfront and town; remaining places hit with less tonnage and with only moderate 
damage reported. Single searchers strafed and bombed RONGELAP and UTIRIK; a 
searcher reports trenches and barb wire in vicinity of SOUTH POINT at OCEAN. 


DECLASSIFIED 

Authority: E012958, as amended 
IQ USEUCOM 


- Continued - 


1861 










^ > OECLASSIRED 

Authority: E0 12958, as amended 

22 February (Continued) H<Q USEUC0M 

Rear Admiral Mitscher reports approximately 8 of our fliers down in 
rubber boats off the western coasts of SAIPAN-TINIAN but we have no report on 
the results of that strike. 

ALBACORE upon returning from the Southwest reports adding one freighter 
and one destroyer to her pouch; not previously reported. 

PLUNGER reports sinking the largest ship of a southbound convoy in EMPIRE 
waters between the BONINS and the EMPIRE. 

Cominch 011230/05 establishes rules for assessing enemy aircraft losses. 

The capture of BARAHUN ISLAND on 21 February completes the capture of 
GREEN ISLAND. 

- SBCRST 

27 > February (Oahu Date) 

T.G. 58.1 (SARATOGA, PRINCETON, LANG1HY) struck JALUIT twice on 20 Feb, 
concentrating on the main islands in the SE of the atoll; a total of 60,550 
pounds of bombs was dropped. IMIDJ was the most heavily hit; direct hits were 
obtained on both the N and S hangers, on the radio station, and on the barracks 
and on munition buildings. The storage area at ENY30R, the power plant and boat 
yard area at JABOR, and the radio station S of SYDNEY PIER were bombed. Heavy 
accurate AA damaged 4 planes; we suffered no losses. 

SUNFISH reports that in addition to damaging a carrier on 21 Feb, she 
sank one medium AX. She reports that Mitscher*s strike caused many fires; and 
that the TENIAN air area was in operation at 1600 K(-10) at which time the Japs 
started flying in bombers. As yet we have no report from Rear Admiral Mitscher 
on the results of his strike. 

GRAY3ACK reports maru (believed TATUTA) burned and sank on 23 Feb; another, 
identified as TARAYASU, was sunk on 19 Feb. She reports damaging a large AK and 
an A0 on 23 Feb. 

SNOOK reports sinking on 23 Feb. in the BONINS area a 6000-ton AK with two 

hits. 


24 February (Oahu Date) 

Task Groups 58.2 (ESSEX, Y0RKT0WN, 3ELLEAU WOOD) and 53.3 (BUNKER HILL, 
MONTEREY, CCWPENS) of Rear Admiral Mitscher*s Task Force (58) made two air 
strikes against SAIPAN-TINIAN on 22 Feb and, concurrently, a 12-plane fighter 
strike on GUAM. The task force, having been sighted during its approach on the 
afternoon of 21 Feb, received almost continuous air attacks throughout the night 
of 21 Feb and during the forenoon of 22 Feb; the force relentlessly pushed its 
attack against the opposing defense, and bombed and strafed aircraft and radio 
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installations, iuel oil storage, and shipping in the harbors. Reports give the 
following estimate of ships sunk: 4 AK and 1 PCj 2 tugs and 5 small escorts were 
damaged. A total of 136 aircraft was reported destroyed. Of these, 87 were des¬ 
troyed on the ground; of the remaining 48, 29 were shot down in combat over the 
target, 14 were shot down by ships' gunfire, and 5 were shot down by CAP. Cur 
losses were 1 VF(N), 4 VF, and 1 TBF. The force started its retirement at 1600, 
22 Feb. Our ships suffered no combat damage; however, the ALA3AMA*s 5-inch 
Mount 9 fired into the back of Mount 5; this accident resulted in 5 being killed 
and 11 wounded, 2 seriously. Rear Admiral Mitscher states: "This battle^is 
historic for courage and determination of purpose." 


Land based air strikes (under TF 57) on 24 Feb were directed against 
KUS4IE, WOTJE, TAROA, MILLE, and EMTDJ. 19 tons of bombs were dropped in the 
barrack, radio station, and wharf areas of KUSAIE, resulting in large explosions; 
25 tons fired the barrack area of EMIDJ; the remaining bombings were of moderate 
intensity and produced moderate damage; no plane loss was reported. A searcher 
over NAURU received heavy a/a and reports runways 1 and 2 operational. 

TAMBOR reports sinking 3 AKs for a total of 20,500 tons and 1 9500-ton 
A0 during the period 29 Jan to 3 Feb on the route between JAPAN and the PHILIP¬ 
PINES. 


GRAY3ACK reports two more MARTJs sunk on 24 Feb in the same general area 
as that of the TAMBOR. 


In the South Pacific, bombardment by destroyers continued in the KAVIENG- 
RA3AUL-DUKE OF YORK 


25 February (Oahu date) 

Land based air strikes (under TF 57) continued against the enemy occupied 
islands of the MARSHALLS. 

During their bombardment of the EAYIENG Area on 24 February the destroyers 
FARENHOLT and BUCHANAN each received one hit from shore artillery; minor damage 
was sustained. 

HAKE, operating in the southwest during the period 12 January to 1 February 
reports sinking 1 AP, 1 AK and 1 large sampan; and damaging 1 AO and 1 AK. 
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26 February (Oahu Date) 

Based on photographs, CTF 58 revises his estimate of results of TRUK 
strikes as tabulated below: 


SUNK 


19 


PROBABLY SUNK 


23 


1st Estimate 

Revision 

1st Estimate 

: Revision 

2 CL 

2 CL 

1 CL 

: 1 CL 

1 AE 

1 AE 

2 AO 

: 1 AO 

1 AV 

0 AV 

4 AK 

; 4 AK 

3 DD 

3 DD 



2 AO 

7 A0(4L, 1M, 2S) 



2 PC 

2 PC 



8 AK 

8 AK 




In addition to the above, 2 large AOs and 1 large AP were burning 
furiously; 3 AKs were burning; burning and beached were 2 AKs and 1 small AO; 

2 AKs were beached. This gives a grand total of 4CL ships sunk, probably sunk, 
or badly damaged (if dispatch is properly interpreted)» 

Land-based air strikes (under TF 57) continued against the enemy occupied 
islands of the MARSHALLS. 

24 Liberators hit PONAPE with 30 tons, effectively concentrating on the 
dock area, seaplane base hangar, and full storage area. One Liberator hit KUSAIE 
with ljg- tons, results unobserved. A single searcher dropped 3/4 ton on the NAURU 
runway. 

PRESIDENT GRANT, enroute from San Francisco to MILNE BAY, grounded on 
ULUMA reef at 11-07S, 150-58E early morning 26 February. Ship reports double 
bottom forward half of ship punctured; damage to inner bottom undetermined. 
Salvage vessel and tugs standing by; ships standing by to remove troops if 
necessary. 

TANG, operating northwest of SAIPAN, reports sinking 1 large naval tanker, 
1 ammunition ship, and 3 freighters, for an estimated 40,000 tons. 




27 February (Oahu Date) 


Daily reports from the South Pacific indicate that construction of the run¬ 
way on DUKE OF YORK ISLAND is continuing. 


ConNorPac reports that a daylight bombardment of Southern PARAHTJSHIRU 
('TJSHASHI-SURA3ACHI Area) with 5 DDs and the RICHMOND is planned for 3-5 March. 


IJAaJV-' i , 
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28 February (Oahu date) 
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On 27 Feb land based air strikes under CTF 57 were resuned against the 
enemy occupied atolls of the MARSHALLS; moderate AA fire was encountered; 4 planes 
were damaged, but none lost. Single searchers each dropped about 1 ton of bombs 
on RONGELAP, UTIRIK, and MEJIT. 20 Liberators hit PONAPE with 30 tons; observed 
results showed large fires accompanied by two heavy explosions; AA fire was in¬ 
tense; 2 planes were damaged, none lost. 


SS CAPE UGAT (AK) enroute from the West Coast to the South Pacific, 
suffered heavy engine room damage from an explosion; 2 men badly burned; she 
proceeds to HONOLULU on 1 engine. 


ComSoPac reports that all personnel, except 1 company of troops and the 
ship's complement have been removed from the PRESIDENT GRANT; cargo is being 
discharged to LCMs; assistance is standing by; salvage is problematical. 


CERO, operating in the Southwest, 
16 Feb; and heavily damaging one 8600 ton 

29 February (Oahu date) 


reports sinking one 6100 ton Maru 
freighter on 21 Feb. 




on 


Following a naval and air bombardment elements of the 1st U.S. Cav.Div. 
landed on LOS NEGROS ISLAND (ADMIRALTYS) at HAYNE HARBOR at 0815 (l) 29 Feb; 9 
DDs and 3 APDs participated. Concurrently 2 CLs and 4 DDs bombarded enemy in¬ 
stallations on MANUS ISLAND. The landing was unopposed; MOKOTE air strip and 
the dispersal areas were captured with light opposition; our casualties were 
1 killed, 4 wounded. Participating naval forces have returned to CRETIN; a 
second echelon, enroute from CRETIN, is due at HAYNE HARBOR 1 March (l). 

Land based air strikes (under CTF 57) hit WOTJE and MILLE on 28 Feb, 
concentrating on runways and aircraft installations. 7 Liberators photographed, 
strafed, and hit WAKE on 28 Feb; all buildings and installations were well revetted 
and sand-covered; many "types of AA artillery and many troops were seen. 


Rear Admiral Hill reports that occupation phase of ENIWETOK will be com¬ 
pleted on 2 March; he recommends that command pass to Commander ENIWETOK Garrison 
Force as of 0800 that date. 


INTREPID, enroute to the West Coast, became unmanageable believed due to 
loss of fin area as a result of complete removal of rudder. She has returned to 
PEARL. 


SARG0 operating off West Coast of PALAU reports sinking 1 7,000 ton AK, 
and damaging 2 AKs for 21,000 tons. 


ROCK reports both periscopes damaged by a shell hit in the shears, on 
28 Feb, while attacking a fast south bound convoy on the route between JAPAN and 
the PHILIPPINES. 
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1 March (Oahu date) 

After leaving further units of the 1st U.S. Cav and USN SeaBees, the 
second echelon (6LSTs, 3 DDs), is returning from HAYNE HARBOR; it is due at 
SUDEST late 3 March (L). Our reported casualties to date: 5 killed (3 USA, 

2 USN); 6(?) wounded (4(?) USA, 2 USN). Early on the morning of 1 March (L) 
the Japs attacked our MOMOTE position; the attack was repulsed, and 60 Japs 


killed. 


The fighter strip on GREEN ISLAND has been completed to 5,000 feet. To 
date, 14,200 personnel and 22,800 tons of cargo have been delivered to GREEN 
ISLAND. 

Reports of the past few days show an absence of shipping in KAVIENG; also 
an absence of Jap interception over RABAUL Area. 

On 1 Mar (L) 2 DDs (PRINGLE, CONWAY) reconnoitered and shelled the SW 
coast of BOUGAINVILLE; return shore battery fire caused minor damage to the 
superstructure of both ships, and slightly wounded 1 offi' , “’* 



2 March (Oahu Date) 


More complete reports state that 2d. Squadron, 5th Cavalry, made the 
initial landing on LOS NEGROS; the ground situation remains unchanged. Addi¬ 
tional forces will be landed on 3 March from 9 DDs and 3 APDs. A covering 
force of 1 CA, 2 CLs, and 4 DDs takes position to North of MANUS. 4 DDs 
stand off HAYNE to render close fire support or to bombard, if required. 

Land based air strikes (under CTF 57) hit TAR0A, JALUIT, and MILLE on 

1 March, concentrating on runways and aircraft installations; excellent results 
were reported. 

Definite sub contact at 10-22 N, 177-23 E (Eastern MARSHALLS) at 1752(Y) 

2 March caused rerouting of convoys in that general area. 

Admiral Nimitz, Rear Admiral Sherman, and other staff members, departed 
for WASHINGTON, D.C., on afternoon of 2 March. 

JCS 022941 (pink) establishes strategical objectives in our war against 
JAPAN, and directs planning for all probable operations. 

SANDLANCE, operating in KURILES reports sinking 1 AK on 28 Feb, and 2 on 

2 March. 

5 Venturas from FAIRWING 4 made an armed reconnaissance of PARAMUSHIR0- 
SHIMUSHU on night of 1-2 March. Owing to solid overcast over target area the 
mission was generally ineffective; no pictures were taken. 9 Liberators from 
11th AF, attempting strike against KURILES on 2 March, were forced back on account 
of bad weather. 

CREVA.LLE, operating in the Southwest, reports sinking with torpedoes 

3 AKs for 19,646 tons; sinking by gunfire 1 5-ton sailboat and 1 150-ton patrol 
tug; probably sinking 2 6000-ton AKs; and damaging 2 4000-ton AKs; a grand total 
of 39,801 tons sunk, probably sunk, or damaged 
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3 March (Oahu date) 
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There are no additional reports on the land action on LOS NEGROS. On 
the afternoon of 1 Larch 8 squadrons of attack bombers struck enemy positions 
outside our MOMOTE perimeter. 


On 2 March moderate land based air strikes were made against WOTJE, TAROA, 
K1JSAIE and POKAPE. The damage inflicted upon PONAPE during recent raids is as¬ 
sessed as follows: Over half of PONAPE TOWN, including radio station and one- 
third of the dock area, destroyed; LANGAR IS. seaplane hangar and shop destroyed, 
ramp apron and other buildings damaged, with huge fires indicating probable 
heavy additional damage; 2 buildings destroyed on JAPUTIK IS. 

ASPRO reports 1 hit on large tender enroute TRUK on 3 March; damage 
unobserved. 


CominCh 031655 directs category of defense for ALASKA and the ALEUTIANS. 

o^ ,/ 

4 March (Oahu date) 'ey 


Our troops are still engaged with Jap forces in the MOMOTE area; however, 
the situation appears to be well in hand. To include the evening of 3 March we 
have lost 61 killed, 244 wounded; the Japs have lost 700 killed. We landed 
additional troops in the MOMOTE area (probably one squadron) on the morning of 
3 March. No air opposition has been encountered since 2 March, when 4 enemy 
planes ineffectively bombed 4 DDs patrolling NW of LOS NEGROS. B-25's and 4 DD's 
continue to support our ground forces. The covering force bombarded enemy gun 
emplacements near the entrance to SEADLER HARBOR, on 4 March, and then retired to 
take station to the N of MANUS. An echelon (5 LSTs, 4 DDs, 1 APD), enroute from 
CRETIN, is due at HAYNE HARBOR early on 5 March. 


Moderate land based air strikes continued against WOTJE, TAROA, PONAPE, 
and KUSAIE. As on the previous day, the greatest weight (23 tons) was directed 
at PONAPE where the harbor and warehouse areas were bombed effectively. 

FLASHER, on its first war patrol, operating in the southwest from middle 
of January to end of February, reports sinking 3 AKs (17,442), 1 AO (7,269), and 
1 Sampan (40), for a total of 24,751 tons; and damaging one Sampan (40). 

Tentative itinerary SARATOGA and escort (E Long, dates) 


Depart 

March 

Arrive 

MARSHAL,LS 

5 

ESPIRITU 

ESPIRITU 

9 

PORT PHILIP 

PORT PHILIP 

15 

FREEMANTLE 

FREMANTLE 

22 

TRINCOMALEE 
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There are no additional reports on the situation in the ADMIRALTYS. 

Moderate land based air strikes continued against TTOTJE, EMIDJ, and 
TAROA, concentrating on air fields and aircraft installations. CTF 57 reports 
that constant repair of damaged fields is in progress, and that usually one 
strip on each field is operational. 

The planned bombardment of Southern PARAMUSHIRU by 5 DDs and the RICHMOND 
(Summary, 27 Feb) was attempted, but weather conditions reduced visibility to 
zero; the task force returned to base 




6 March (Oahu date) 

The ADMIRALTIES situation remains well in hand. Latest reports announce 
occupation of SALAMI PLANTATION (northern LOS NEGROS) and PORIAKA VILLAGE 
(MOMOTE area) on 5 March; also destruction, by a patrol, of 2 concrete-installed 
12-cm coast defense guns on SE shore of LOS NEGROS. 1000 known enemy dead 
reported. The Japs unsuccessfully attacked in the MOMOTE area on 4 March. 

Enemy engaged estimated as 3 battalions, with machine guns and light tanks, a 
large force being located in the SALAMI PLANTATION area. Casualties to SeaBees 
reported as 13 killed, 95 wounded. The NICHOLSON (DD) while bombarding a 
shore battery near the entrance to SEADLER HARBOR sustained 1 hit in No. 2 
Handling Room, killing 3 and wounding 2. 4 DDs continue to render close support 

night and day. The 2nd Sq, 5th Cav, and the 2d Sq, 7th Cav, are on LOS NEGROS. 

The PIC1JDA, operating NW of TRUK, reports sinking a 10,000-ton AP on 
2 March (4 Mk 18 hits). 

GREEN ISLAND air strip was reported in use on 5 March, with 35 planes 
landing. 

CTF 57 040228 reports construction progress on airfield and other 
installations on KY7AJALEIN (PORCELAIN), and MAJURO. 

Land based air strikes contimaed against WOTJE, EMIDJ, and TAROA; MILLE 
was also hit. 13 Liberators placed 30 tons on the airfield and dock areas of 
POITAPE; huge explosions were observed in the airdrome area. Tfe lost 2 Hellcats 
(F6F) in these operations. 3 search planes dropped 3jr tons on NAURU with 
unobserved results. 

In NEU GUINEA the 1st Bn, 126th Inf, completed an unopposed landing at 
YALAU (29 miles 7T of SAIDCR). 

In the North Pacific an armed reconnaissance over PARAMUSHIRU on night 
of 5-6 March was mostly ineffective owing to solid overcast. 
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The only report on the ADMIRALTYS announces the occupation by our ground 
forces of the PAPITALAI MISSION area on evening of 6 March; occupation was pre¬ 
ceded by bombardment of enemy shore installations near SEADLER HARBOR entrance 
by the Covering Force (1 CA, 2 CLs, 4 DDs). 


On 5 March elements of 1st MarDiv landed on WILLAUMEZ PENINSULA at 
VOLUPAI(?) PLANTATION (Near TALASEA, NEW BRITAIN); opposition is stiff. 

Land-based air strikes against enemy occupied atolls of the MARSHALLS 
continued. 


From artillery positions NE of our TOROKINA perimeter the Japs heavily 
shelled the PIVA "Y" air strip on 7 March; 17 planes were damaged* and 6 personnel 
injured; aircraft have been evacuated from the field. The PIVA "U" strip and the 
TOROKINA strip remain undamaged; the shelling, though slackened, continues. 

HOE, operating in the Southwest during February and early March, reports 
sinking 3 AKs (18,873), and 1 AO (10,526), for a total of 29,399 tons; and damaging 
1 AO (10,052). 

Cv- 

8 March (Oahu date) 

CTF 57 reports that for l£ hours, commencing at 0410Y 8 March, ENIWETOK 
Atoll received a Jap bombing attack by several groups of planes. ENIWETOK ISLAND 
suffered no damage; ENGEBI ISLAND had a large fire and many explosions. Other 
details lacking. 


Land based air strikes continued against enemy occupied atolls of the 
MARSHALLS. A single Liberator hit KUSAIE with 1^ tons. Single searoh planes 
dropped ^ ton on RONGELAP and on PINGELAP. 

Our ground troops occupied LOMBRUN POINT (1 mile W of PAPITALAI POINT, 

LOS NEGROS) on 7 March. Our total casualties to date reported as 104 killed, 

444 wounded; 1231 dead Japs have been counted, with many more not counted. With¬ 
out opposition, our ships swept the SEADLER HARBOR ohannel on 7 March; 4 magnetio 
mines were detonated. 

Present indications, as interpreted by SoPac forces, are that a Jap attack 
against our TORCKINA perimeter is developing. SoPac air forces oonoentrate on 
Jap troop concentration areas and installations near our perimeter, as well as on 
other points on BOUGAINVILLE ISLAND. 

Rear Admiral Richmond K. Turner assumed additional duty as ComPhibsPac 
on 8 March in compliance with BuPers dispatch 071403. 

(Mh^\ 
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9 March (Oahu date) 
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Assessed damage as a result of bombing of ENGEBI on 8 March by 8 
BETTY'S (VBM) dropping 24 500-pound bombs: Casualties - 1 enlisted man 
killed, 2 officers and 8 enlisted men seriously wounded, 13 enlisted men 
moderately wounded; property damage - 921,000 rounds 50 cal. and 98,000 
rounds 30 cal., all air combat ammunition; 600 drum6 petroleum products; 

4 2500 gallon distillation units; and some aircraft damage, but field 
undamaged. 

Landbased air strikes continued against enemy occupied atolls of the 
MARSHALLS. 7 Liberators dropped 10 tons on P0NAPE, concentrating on airfield 
and dock installations. 4 Liberators hit KUSAIE with 6 tons. 

In the TALASEA Area, the Marines advanced southward on 8 March and occu¬ 
pied the "old airstrip" (presumably, the TALASEA Airdrome). 

In the AEMIRALTYS, reports indicate that 2nd Sq., 7th Cav., by shore-to- 
shore movement, landed at LOMBRUN POINT, LOS NEGROS on 7 March. On 8 March an 
eohelon of 6 LSTs, 6 DDs, 1 AK and 12 LCIs entered SEADLER HARBOR without opposi¬ 
tion, and departed the following day. 

SoPac air forces made 117 sorties on 8 March, striking Jap gun positions 
near our TORCKINA Perimeter. 

Rear Admiral Richmond K. Turner appointed Vice Admiral, to rank from 4 
February 1944. Brigadier General Edmund H. Leavey appointed Major General, 
to rank from 29 February 1944. Colonel Joseph J. Twitty appointed Brigadier 
General, to rank from 22 February 1944. 

MARSHALL 100126 (pink) discusses use of NEW ZEALAND armed forces to 
alleviate manpower shortage on farms of NEW ZEALAND, and the employment of 
NEW ZEALAND forces in the PACIFIC Theater. 



10 March (Oahu date) 

NAUTILUS, operating in BONINS-MARLANAS area reports that on 5 March she 
obtained 2 hits on an 8000 ton AO, and 2 hits on a 6000 ton AP; the AP believed 
sunk; all shots were with MK 18, with excellent performance. 

Land based air strikes continued against PONAPE, KUSAIE, and enemy occupied 
atolls of the MARSHALLS. 

The situation in the ADMIRALTY'S continues favorable. On 9 March medium 
and heavy bombers heavily pounded the LORENGAU area (MANUS ISLAND), where buildings 
and supplies were destroyed. Another echelon (6 LSTs, 2 DDs) is due at LOS NEGROS 
on 12 March. 

Com 7th Fleet reports capture of TALASEA VILLAGE, NEW BRITAIN, on 8 March. 
Enemy barge activity in that area indicates probable evacuation. 

On BOUGAINVILLE, night of 7-8 March, the Japs made a shallow penetration of 
our last perimeter (TORCKINA), but our position was reestablish 
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10 March (Oahu date) continued 

Our casualties were 5 killed, 93 wounded; the Japs lost 100 killed. Heavy air 
support of our ground forces continues. 

ROBALO, operating in the Southwest from latter part of January to early 
March, reports damaging a JOHORE type Maru (6,182) 



11 March (Oahu date) 


Land based air strikes continued against enemy-occupied atolls of the 
MARSHALLS. Searcher reports air strip on TA ISLAND, SATAWAN Atoll; heavy AA 
fire badly damaged the plane. Searcher over ORULUX LAGOON received heavy AA 
fire. Searcher destroyed PINGELAP radio station with one bomb hit. 

On 9 March a detachment, 22nd Marines, occupied WOTHO Atoll; flag-raising 
ceremony proclaimed establishment of military government under Admiral Nimitz. 
During occupation a crashed BETTY crew of 12 committed suicide. 

Reports indicate that mopping up of LOS NEGROS is nearly completed. 

During 9-10 March considerable action took place in the E sector of 
TOROKINA perimeter. On the 9th the 182nd Inf. clashed with an estimated 250 
Japs; in this engagement we lost 14 killed, 118 wounded. Early on the 10th a 
Jap attack in force was repulsed by the 145th Inf, and our counter attack 
restored the line; our casualties are unreported. In these actions the Japs 
lost many killed. Sporadic Jap artillery firing obtained a few hits on the PIVA 
airfield; no damage or casualties resulted. 



12 March (Oahu date) 


Land based air strikes continued against TAROA and YfOTJE. 2 2 liberators A 
hit WAKE with 51 tons on 11 March; 80^ of bombs in target area started large fires; 
AA fire was moderate, inaccurate. 5 liberators hit NAURU same date with 11 tons; 
all bombs in target area; AA fire heavy; moderately accurate. 

A reconnaissance unit occupied LIB Island on 11 March without opposition; 
no Japs were present; flag raising ceremony proclaimed establishment of military 
government under Admiral Nimitz. UJAE was also occupied same date; of 6 cornered 
Japs 5 committed suicide and 1 was captured. 

Following artillery, air, and surface ship bombardment, our ground forces 
occupied west half of HAUJEI Island, SEADLER HARBOR, on 11 March. To date 1432 
Japs have been buried on LOS NEGROS where only patrol activity is reported. 

4 DDs in close support of the landing on HAUWEI shelled the east end of the 
island. 

The situation on VilLLAUMEZ PENINSULA progresses favorably. On 11 March 
our troops landed at ELEONORA BAY, NEW BRITAIN, against light opposition. 
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12 March (Oahu date) 


In the TOROKINA area SoPac air forces continued to heavily bomb enemy 
gun positions in the vicinity of our perimeter. Intermittent shelling of PIVA 
airfield continued throughout the day and night of 11 March; the shelling resulted 
in the destruction of one CUB plane, 50 rifles, and a metalsmith shop; a radar 
shop was damaged and the runways sustained 12 hits; casualties 1 killed, 14 wounded. 


JCS 122319 (pink) directs procedure for the conduct of the war in POA 
against JAPAN. 

Marshall 120110 outlines status of 33rd and 38th Inf Divs, and refers to 
training policy for jungle and amphibious training prior to utilization outside 
CPA. 


CinCSWPA (Via Com 7th Fit) 131107 (pink) cancels FOREARM, apd directs 
seizure, occupation, and defense of BEEFSTEAK. 





13 March (Oahu date) 


-/ 


Moderate land based 0 strikes were made on 12 March against enemy occupied 
Atolls of the MARSHALLS, the heaviest blows being directed at JALUIT (12 tons) 
and TAROA (l&g tons). Three Mitchells hit KUSAIE with 3 tons. 


Occupation of BUTJU LUO ISLAND (in SEADLER BAY near MANUS IS.) is reported. 
Com7thFleet reports that the SEADLER Coast from MCKERAN Village (northern tip of 
LOS NEGROS) to BEAR POINT (north coast of MANUS IS. near BUTJU LUO) has been oc¬ 
cupied. 


During 11 - 12 March 226 light bombers supported our ground action in repel¬ 
ling the Japs from the east TOROKINA Perimeter where liquidation of ocoupied Jap 
pillboxes within our perimeter accounted for 349 dead Japs. During this phase of 
Japanese offensive action, they made 3 major assaults against our eastern perimeter. 
Enemy casualties were estimated to be in excess of 1,000 dead. Our losses on 10 
March were reported as 22 killed, 187 wounded; this brings our total reported 
casualties for 9-10 March to 36 killed, 305 wounded. 

In the Southwest Pacific Area our air forces have concentrated heavily on 
the WEWAK, NEW GUINEA, Area. 

JCS 132147 (pink) directs transfer from SoPac Area to control of CinCPOA 
certain Marine Units assigned for the FOREARM-MERCANTILE Operations. 

CinCPOA 140144 (pink) outlines carrier-attack plan in support of HOLLANDIA 
and operations in BISMARCK Area; requests concurrence of CinCSWPA for employment of 
CarDiv 22j; requests cooperation of air forces in SWPA. 











14 March (Oahu date) 
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On 12 March land based air strikes (under CTF 57 operating from MAJURO 

and the GILBERTS) were directed against JALUIT, WOTJE and MILLEj the heaviest 

tonnage (24^ tons) was dropped on MILLE. 15 Liberators operating from the 
GILBERTS dropped 22 tons on PONAPE concentrating on the air field area and on 
the ore plant. 2 Liberators from the GILBERTS hit KUSAIE with 3 tons. Searchers 
harassed OROLUK and NAURU. 

SA1TDLANCE, operating south of YOKOHAMA, reports 1 AK sunk, 1 AK probably 

sunk, and 1 CL damaged; this is in addition to score reported 2 March. 

Army reports state^ that Jap troops are now evacuating GASMATA and TALASEA 
areas by overland routes. In the action following the ELEONORA BAY area landing 
55 Japs were killed and 12 were captured; our casualties were unreported. 

Following a 2 hour bombardment by 4 destroyers in close support, an Army 
Task Force of 2000 men landed at LORENGAU from LOS NEGROS on 14 March. The 
first echelon, led by YM's sweeping, consisted of 1 LST, 1 LCT, 6 LCV's, 10 LCM's, 
6 LVT's. By 1100 (L) our troops were half-way to LORENGAU airstrip. Reports 
indicate "Perfect cooperation between Army, Navy and Air". 1473 dead Japs had 
been counted by the evening of 12 March, with more dead still uncounted. Army 
forces estimate 2831 enemy combat troops remain in the area. Another echelon 
of 1 AK, 7 LST's, 6 DD's is due to arrive LOS NEGROS on 15 March. 

On 11 March the Japs launched an attack in force against the northeast 
sector of the TOROKINA perimeter. After a slight penetration of our defenses 
the attack was halted, and by 12 March the position was completely reestablished 
and wired; restoration was effected by launching 3 counter attacks with tanks. 
Following the defeat of the enemy's attempt on 9-10 March to penetrate our east 
perimeter our forces were busy on 11 March mopping up that sector, with many 
Japs reported killed during this phase.^ 

COur casualties during 11-12 March were reported as 72 killed, 359 wounded, 

20 missing. Our total casualties for the period 9-12 March are 108 killed, 

664 wounded, 20 missing; during the same period the Japs lost at least 1173 
killed, with this estimate not including those killed beyond visual range of 
our front lines 

^SoPac air forces continue heavily hammering Jap positions near our peri¬ 
meter. Jap artillery continued its intermittent shelling of the PIVA air field 
on 11-12 March, but its effectiveness was reported as being considerably reduced 
by artillery counter battery fire and by bombing. However, ComAirSols reports 
that on 14 March the hostile artillery resumed its shelling of the PIVA air field 
area, placing 14 shells on the PXVA "Y" area, and 30 on the unit area causing 
slight damage to the matting; this was quickly repaired. 
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MacArthur 140845 request D-day for RECKLESS operation be postponed to 
April. 

ComSoPac AdVon 150538 (pink) announces 20 March (east longitude date) 
D-day for seizure of BEEFSTEAK. 


CinCPOA 150306 (pink) queries re aircraft search operations in 
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14 March (Oahu date) - continued - 

CinCPOA 150525 (pink) points out that movement of 5 Army Divisions to and 
from Hawaiian Area during March, April, May and June presents certainties of 
conflict with and hazard to mounting dates of CentPac. 



15 March (Oahu date) ' 

Admiral Nimitz and members of his staff returned to PEARL 15 March. 

Prior to daylight on 15 March, 11 Liberators operating from KWAJALEIN hit 
TRUK Atoll with 66 500-pound bombs, attacking the islands of DUBLON and ETEN 
for 50 minutes. The enemy was caught completely by surprise and was not blacked 
out. Generally excellent results were obtained; seaplane base hangers, ammuni¬ 
tion dumps, and oil storage areas were hit; large fires resulted. 11 other 
Liberators belonging to the same group intended to hit TRUK, but owing to weather 
conditions, hit alternate targets, PONAPE and OROLUK; results unreported. During 
the above operation, there were no losses or casualties. In the TRUK area, our 
planes encountered intense AA fire from ship and ground batteries with possibly 
1 fighter intercepting. The enemy operated searohlights. 

On 14 March, 10 Dauntless bombers hit JALUIT with 4-^ tons, and 12 Mitchell 
bombers dropped 10 tons on WOTJE, concentrating on barracks, aircraft installations, 
and the magazine area. The bombers probably operated from bases in the GILBERTS. 

CTF 57 reports that photos of PONAPE reveal construction of a new runway 3 
miles SW of present field; grading in progress; length estimated over 3000 feet. 

There are no additional reports on the tactical situation in the SoPac and 
SVfPac areas. 

CominCh 142030 announces agreement between British Admiralty and CominCh for 
assessment of coordinated attacks in which U.S. forces are involved with other 
United Nations forces. 

CinCSVi/PA (via Com 7th Fit) 160614 (pink) comments on utilization of SoPac 
searoh planes on SWPac airdromes, replying to our 150306 (pink), March. 

ComAirSoPac 161051 (pink) comments on capabilities of searchers from 
ADMIRALTY'S, replying to our 150306 (pink), March. 
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16 March (Oahu date) 
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Landbased airstrikes operating under CTF 57 from bases in the GILBERTS, 
continued against TAROA, WOTJE, and MILLE; WOTJE received the heaviest tonnage 
(15 tons). Single searchers over PINGELAP and ORULUK dropped tons on each 
place; ORULUK appeared deserted, it was reported. 

SILVERSIDES, operating south of the PALAUS, reports sinking 1 ship of 
a 4 ship convoy on 15 March. 

TAUTOG, operating in the KURILES, reports 1 AK (TAGU MARU class) sunk on 
13 March, and a sister ship left burning and Sinking; obtained 2 torpedo and 
about 15 shell hits. On night of 16 March, she attacked a 7 ship convoy, 
and believes that she sank 3 ships, damaged one, all unidentified. 


Reports from the South Pacific disclose that Jap offensive action con¬ 
tinues against the east and northeast TOROKINA sectors of our perimeter. After 
a 3-day lull in the east seotor, the Japs attacked in that area on 14 March, 
making a slight penetration; positions were restored by a tank counter attack. 
During the 13th and 14th, the Japs were reported entrenching themselves opposite 
our northeast sector; at noon on the 15th they made a light attack in that area, 
but were repulsed after losing 125 killed. Our casualties during the period 
13-14 March are reported as 29 killed, 262 wounded; our total casualties during 
the period 9-14 March are 137 killed, 926 wounded, 20 missing; Jap losses are 
estimated in excess of 1325 killed. Sporadic shelling by Jap artillery of our 
runways continues. SoPac airforces are directing heavy counter blows against 
the Jap offensive measures. 


Both the RABAUL and KAVIENG areas are being heavily beaten down by pound¬ 
ings by SoPac airforces. On 14 March large numbers of heavy, medium, light, 
and fighter bombers concentrated on the airfields and harbors in the RABAUL 
area, inflicting severe damage; few Jap planes were in evidence. On the 15th, 

65 dive and torpedo bombers, staging through GREEN ISLAND, hit the KAVIENG area. 

The ADMIRALTY'S situation progresses favorably with LORANGAU airdrome now 
in our hands. It is disclosed that the unit making the landing in the LORANGAU 
area on 14 March was the 2d 3rigade, 1st Cavalry. 

CominCh and CNO 151548 establishes the 17th Naval District, effective 15 
April 1944. 

17 March (Oahu date) 

Landbased air strikes (under CTF 57) continued against enemy occupied 
atolls of the MARSHALLS . 



JACK, operating west of PHILIPPINES during Feb and early Mar reports 
sinking on 19 Feb 4 large new-type gasoline loaded AOs which exploded when 
hit, and 1 small Maru; and reports sinking on 1 Mar 2 AKs; total tonnage sunk 
estimated as 57,500. 

COD, operating north of MALAY BARRIER, reports sinking one XAO (7,350) 
on 23 Feb, 1 AK (2,473) on 27 Feb, and 1 Sampan (30)(by gunfire), date not 
given; total tonnage sunk estimated as 9,853. 
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17 March (Oahu date) - continued - 

On 16 March the Japs attacked in force against our north perimeter ,to*owva, 
effecting a slight penetration, a counterattack restored the position; 195 
dead Japs were counted; our losses unreported. Our casualties on 15 March are 
reported as 15 killed, 76 wounded; our total casualties during the period 9-15 
March are 152 killed, 1002 wounded, 20 missing. ComAirSols reports that Jap 
artillery shelling of our perimeter airfields was much reduced during the 24- 
hour period ending 17 March; however, 1 shell hit a small bomb dump east of the 
PIVA "U" strip, the dump being 15$ destroyed. Heavy air support of our ground 
forces continues. 

In the ADMIRALTY'S our ground forces were reported to be closing in on 
LORANGAU VILLAGE. 


In the SWPac our planes struck V7EWAK on 16 March without meeting fighter 
interception. Com 7th Fleet reports that eneny air activity indicates that 
army bomber and fighter reinforcements have been steadily moved into the 
HOLLANDIA area. 


In the North Pacific, Fleet Air Wing 4 made an armed reconnaissance flight 
over PARAMUSHIRU-SHIMUSHU area on night of 16-17 March. No pictures were taken 
owing to a solid overcast, and a few bombs were dropped with unobserved damage. 

3 Liberators from 11th Air Force dropped 18 100-pound bombs on SHIMUSHU with 
unobserved results. 


JCS 170809 (pink) 


18 March (Oahu date) 


approves delay in RECKLESS target date to 22 April. 


Landbased air strikes (under CTF 57) continued against EMIDJ and TAROA. 
11 Liberators operating from KWAJALEIN hit PONAPE on 17 March with 8 tons, plus 
incendiaries; many fires were observed. 6 Liberators started fires and explo¬ 
sions by dropping 5 tons on KUSAIE. 


LAPON, operating south of HONG KONG reports sinking on 17 March 1 AO, 
and obtaining 3 hits on a loaded AK. 

CTF 57 122200 reports progress of construction on KWAJALEIN IS, ROI IS, 
ENGEBI IS, ENIWETOK IS, and MAJURO. 


In the TOROKINA area there was intensive patrol activity around our 
perimeter, continuation of our counter-battery fires, and air and surface bom¬ 
bardment of hostile positions on 17 March; considerable activity along our north 
perimeter indicates that the enemy is reorganizing to continue the attack which 
was launched on 16 March. Our casualties for 16 March are reported as 5 killed, 
117 wounded; this brings our total casualties during the period 9-16 March to 
157 killed, 1119 wounded, 20 missing. 


ComAirSols reports that the Japs continue intermittent artillery shelling 
of our TOROKINA fields; on 18 March 65 shells dropped in the PIVA area; only 
minor damage was sustained. 
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18 March (Oahu date) - continued - 

In the ADMIRALTY'S our ground forces completed occupation of LORANGAU 
Township. 

In the Southwest Pacific 12 Liberators on the night of 16-17 March 
dropped bombs on the naval base and factory area of SOERABAJA, large fires and 
explosions were observed. A reconnaissance party at GASMATA reports finding 
numerous land mines, but states that the enemy apparently evacuated the area 
one week ago. Heavy and medium bombers continued to concentrate on the TIEWAK 
area. 


In the North Pacific 3 Venturas of Fleet Air Wing 4 completed successful 
armed reconnaissance of PARAMUSHIRU on 17 March; pictures were obtained, and 
bombs and incendiaries were dropped. 

19 March (Oahu date) 

Landbased air strikes (under CTF 57) continued against enemy occupied 
atolls of the MARSHALLS. 2 Mitchells hit PONAFE with 2 tons on 17 March report¬ 
ing the sinking of a small AK and starting large fires on JAPOTIK Island. 

On 18 March BatDiv 7 escorted by DesDiv 1 bombarded, and LEXINGTON 
escorted by DesDiv 28 made 2 carrier group attacks on MILLE; results appeared 
satisfactory; IOWA received two hits, estimated to be 6" caliber, at about 
15,000 yards range, suffering moderate damage; 3 men were wounded, none seriously. 

CTF 57 reports first landing on the ENIWETOE 4,000 ft. airstrip on 19 
March; beginning 28 March it is expected that 2 or 3 heavy squadrons will be op¬ 
erating therefrom. 

ComSoPac ADVON (pink) 180836 recommends certain dispositions in support 
of FULLCRY operation. CinCSoWesPac (Via Com 7thFlt) 200331 (pink) replies to 
foregoing dispatch. 

CTF 31 reports that on 17 March our forces landed on EMIRAU Island without 
opposition. ELO MUSAO seized with slight opposition. No casualties were reported. 
Unloading is proceeding, but beaches are difficult. 

CoraAirSols reports that during the night 17-18 March several Jap artillery 
shells fell in the TOROKINA area inflicting only minor damage. 

On 19 March BatDiv 3 (plus TENNESSEE) with DesRon 25, covered by TG 36.3 
(NATOMA BAY, MANILA BAY, DesRon 25) bombarded KAVIENG for 3^- hours. No shipping 
was present in the harbor; however, heavy damage was inflicted on shore instal¬ 
lations. A premature 5” 51 Cal. burst just outside muzzle wounded 2 seriously 
and 2 slightly on the MISSISSIPPI; a second similar accident slightly wounded 
2 on the NEW MEXICO. Enemy fire was reported as ineffective during the approach 
and none existed thereafter, except for occasional AA fire. 1080 rounds of 14” 

HC and 12,275 rounds of 5" were expended. 
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19 March (Oahu date) - continued - 

The situation in the ADMIRALTIES progresses favorably although our 
ground forces were still meeting resistance southeast of LORANGAU. The close 
support group of 4 DDs continues to support our ground forces. As of 17 March 
the total Jap dead in the ADMIRALTIES is reported as 2000 counted, with esti¬ 
mated 500 more dead. It is estimated that the total Jap forces remaining in 
the area is 1518, of which 600 are combat troops. 


There are no additional reports of land action in the NEW BRITAIN area. 
Natives report that the Japs remain in the JACQUIN0T BAY area but are withdrawing 
from areas further west. They also report that Jap subs are using JACQUIN0T BAY 
area as a hideout during daylight. 

5 DDs conducted a strike against shipping along the north NEW GUINEA 
Coast in the vicinity of VfflWAK. They destroyed a small AK, a large barge and 
numerous small craft, and started numerous fires in the TfEWAK area which were 
visible for 30 miles. 

20 March (Oahu date) 

The usual air strikes were made against enemy occupied atolls of the 
MARSHALLS. Liberators operating from GILBERTS bases dropped 40 tons on WAKE on 
19 March; owing to an overcast, most of the bombs landed in the water. 

B0NEFISH, operating in SOUTH CHINA SEA reports sinking a medium AK and 
damaging a very large A0 on 6 Feb; and sinking a large XA0 on 9 Feb. Estimate 
total tonnage sunk, 21,272; damaged, 19,425. 

The only report on the EMIRAU ISLAND states, "Situation on shore satis¬ 
factory, with no opposition reported". 

M0M0TE airstrip on LOS NEGROS is now usable without landing mat for all 
types of aircraft. Our ground troops continue mopping-up operations in the 
ADMIRALTIES, supported by close-support group of 4 DD's and by air forces. 

On 18 March a merchant ship, the S.S. ORIENTAL, struck a mine just off 
East ESPIRITU SANTO; she made port safely. 

There are no additional reports of land action in the TOROKINA area. 

Cominch; CNO 201301 concerns NEW ZEALAND GOVERNMENT request for release 
of 17,500 men from her armed forces to relieve manpower shortage for production 
of essential war materials. 




W 


Com 10th Fit C&R 181541 establishes the ALASKAN SEA FRONTIER Merchant 
Ship Control Area to replace NORTHWEST SEA FRONTIER Merchant Ship Control Area, 
effective 15 April 1944. 
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21 March (Oahu date) 

Air strikes continued against eneny - occupied atolls of the MARSHALLS. 


CTF 57 reports completion of occupation of LAE Atoll on 17 March. A 


reconnaissance force departs for AILINGLAPALAP Atoll same date. 

PICUDA operating in YAP-PALAU Area reports sinking 1 6500 ton AP on 20 
March with 2 hits, and obtaining 4 hits on 1 empty 7500 ton AO on 18 March, with 
unobserved results. No landing field, construction work, or aircraft were sighted 
at YAP. 

CinCPac 220356 (Pink) proposes that target date for ST AL EMATE be tenta¬ 
tively set. for 8 September 1944. 

CinCPOA 220352 relieves Com5thFleet of all responsibilities for adminis¬ 
tration of the Forward Area Central Pacific, but he retains certain operational 


control. 




Rear Admiral John M. Hoover^ 
mander Forward Area Central Pacific. 


Hoover.detached as ComAirC 


ComAirCenPac, and detailed Com- 


In the TOROKINA area there was no Jap artillery shelling of our perimeter 


airfields during 18-19 March. Cleaning up operations continued along the east 
perimeter on the 18th, with 90 Japs reported killed; our casualties were 17 killed, 
95 wounded, 2 missing. We suffered no casualties on the 17th; our total casualties 
for the period 9-18 March reported as 174 killed, 1214 wounded, 22 missing; Jap 
dead for the same period estimated in excess of 1610. 

Occupation of the ADMIRALTIES progresses favorably though resistance con¬ 
tinues south of LORANGAIJ. Parties from PTs went ashore at LONLU (MANUS) and 
recovered many naval documents. 

Following our occupation of EMIRAU Island, natives report that the Japs 
evacuated the area about two months ago. 


Reliable native reports indicate certain Jap installations on MUSSAU and 


ELOAUE Islands; these include 2 gasoline dumps, manned radio station, 2 dual mount 
guns, and a bcnib dump. Two DDs from DesRon 47 will destroy these installations 
by bombardment commencing at 1200 L 23 March. 


Southwest Pacific air forces continue heavy bombing of the WEWAK Area. 

(V^ 
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22 March (Oahu date) 


Air strikes continued against enemy occupied atolls of the MARSHALLS. 


Fifteen Army and four Navy Liberators dropped 15 tons on PONAPE on 21 March; 
large fires were started in the barracks area. Two Liberators hit KUSAIE as 
an alternate target; 2 tons dropped in ^he warehouse area starting large fire. 

The airfield at ENIW3T0K ISLAND is named STICKELL FIELD in honor of the 
late Lieutenant John Harlan Stickell, A-V(n), USNR, 281816. Lt. Stickell was an 
outstanding pilot and naval officer whose performance of duty in repeated fearless 
attacks against the enemy was an inspiration to personnel of his squadron and of 
the U. S. Naval Service. 


CinCPOA 230126 announces intention of establishing the Shore Based Air 


Force Forward Area as a joint task force, effective 1 May; nomination of Major 
General Hale as TF Commander approved. 

CinCPac 222315 designates Rear Admiral LI.A. Mitscher as Commander Fast 
Carrier Task Forces Pacific. 


Operations on EMIRAU ISLAND proceed satisfactorily. All ships of the 


Attack Group returned to GUADALCANAL without incident. The Second Echelon is 
expected to depart EMIRAU for GUADALCANAL on 24 March. The Third Echelon will 
depart GUADALCANAL on 24 March and proceed to EMIRAU. 


The bombardment by destroyers of Jap installations reported on HUSSAU and 


ELOAUE (summary 21 Mar.) was carried out on 23 March (L) as scheduled. Target areas 
on ELOAUE were thoroughly covered at ranges from 3500 to 4000 yards; 500 rounds were 
expended; owing to dense vegetation, no evidence of destruction was visible from 
ships or spotting plane. On MUSSAU ISLAND it was estimated that 150 drums of gaso¬ 
line were destroyed; 166 rounds were expended. 


In the T0R0KINA Perimeter Area there is no report to indicate that the 


ground situation has changed. SoPac air forces continue to heavily pound Jap 
installations near our oerimeter. 


In the Southwest Pacific, there are no reports to indicate change in the 


tactical situation. Total enemy casualties in the ADMIRALTIES Operation reported 
as 2,076 dead.- Report of^icastialties to include March 20 in the NEV7 BRITAIN Area 
is as follows: GLOUCESTER-REIN BAY - 3,686 dead, 75 prisoners; ELEANORA 3AY - 
149 killed, 39 prisoners; TALASEA - 141 dead, 13 prisoners; APAWE - 371 dead, 3 
prisoners, 100 found dead. In the SAIDOR Area of NEW GUINEA, a patrol found 200 
enemy dead south of SAIDOR. 
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23 March (Oahu date) 

Air strikes continued against enemy occupied atolls of the MARSHALLS, 
dropping from 6 to 8 tons each on WOTJE, TAROA, and EMIDJ; 8 Corsairs and 2 
Mitchells performed two missions each, rearming at MAJURO, and dropped a total 
of lljj tons on MILLE, where for the 3rd straight day no AA fire was encountered 

TUNNY operating west of the PALAUS reports 2 Mark 14 hits on an I-Class 
sub on 23 March. Prior to this action she obtained 1 and 3 hits respectively 
in two large Marus, probably AO's. 3 out of 4 Mark 18's found their target in 
a MINEKAZE Type DD; after the attack she received 87 depth charges and 8 bombs. 

The President has designated Rear Admirals Willis A. Lee Jr. and Mark 
A. Mitscher as Commander Battleships, Pacific Fleet and as a Task Force Com¬ 
mander, Pacific Fleet respectively, with rank of Vice Admiral effective 21 
March (Quotes BuPers 222132). 

CominCh 141800 autiiorizes special arrangements for the exchange of 
planning information between the Joint Staff Planners (Wash. D.C.) and the 
U.S. Members of the planning staffs of theater and area commanders. 

In the T0R0KINA area Japanese offensive action during the period 19-21 
March has slackened considerably. During this period action was limited to 
extensive patrol activity and to patrol clashes. No Jap artillery fire has 
been received since 18 ’larch. There are some indications that the enemy again 
masses his forces along our north perimeter in preparation for a resumption of 
his attack. SoPac air and surface forces continue to concentrate on hostile 
installations around the perimeter. Our casualties during the period 19-21 
March are reported as 16 killed, 112 wounded, 2 missing. This brings the 
total casualties during the period 9-21 march to 190 killed, 1326 wounded, 24 
missing. 


In the ADMIRALTIES the situation progresses most favorably. It is re¬ 
ported that all known resistance on LOS NEGROS has been surrounded by the 1st 
Cavalry Brigade. On MANUS the enemy resorts only to defensive actions except 
for light infiltration by suicide squads. 


Southwest Pacific air forces continue to concentrate heavily against 
installations in the 77EWAK area. An air sweep along the coast started at 
WEWAK and carried as far as AITAPE; along the route barges and other traffic 
wae2attacked. On 21 March 7 Liberators without bombs executed a search mission 
extending to, and including, the HALMAHERA-CERAM area. 

Admiral Niraitz, Rear Admiral Sherman, and other staf: 

PEARL for BRISBANE, Atfc$W* 



members departed 
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24 March (Oahu date) 

Air strikes continued against enemy occupied atolls in the MARSHALLS. 

18 Army Liberators staging from KWAJALEIN dropped 49^ tons on WAKE on 23 March; 
barracks and oil storage areas were the objectives of the attack; AA fire was 
intense; one crewman was killed; 5 planes were damaged, though all returned to 
base. 7 Mitchells operating from bases in the GILBERTS dropped 6 tons on the 
barracks area of PONAPE. 3 Mitchells dropDed 3 tons on alternate target, ANT 
ISLAND. 


On 23 March 2 dead, 12 seriously wounded and numerous minor injuries 
resulted from an explosion on ENIWETOK ISLAND. This explosion of approximately 
150 tins of ammunition resulted from a fire of unknown origin aboard LOT 315 
which was unloading at the beach. 

In the TOROKINA area during the period 23-24 March the Jap artillery 
placed one shell on the PIVA "Y" strip and 12 northeast of TOROKINA strip; no 
damage or casualties resulted. There is no report of land action; air and 
surface bombardment of enemy installations continues. 

During air operations over RABATJL and KAVIENG areas on 23 March, all 
air strips in those areas reported unserviceable except one at KAVIENG. Planes 
over the RABAUL area encountered small white parachutes with dangling wiresj o^e. 
nicked the propeller of a plane^J&lso observed were 2 blue parachutes with 
suspended objects resembling buckets; these were reported to have been dropped 
from planes although the dropping planes were not sighted. ^ 

25 March (Oahu date) 

The usual air strikes were conducted against the enemy occupied atolls 
of WOTJE, MALOELAP, and JALUIT; from 6 to 10 tons were dropped on each place. 

The airfield at PONAPE received 7 tons from 13 Mitchells operating from the 
GILBERTS; this force also destroyed a building on ANT ISLAND. 

POLLACK operating against a large convoy enroute from the EMPIRE to the 
MARIANAS reports sinking 1 medium AK and 1 DD; probably sinking 2 large AK's; 
and damaging 1 unidentified ship. At 2000 GCT 24 March both the POLLACK and 
the WHALE were attacking the convoy; the WHALE results are as yet unreported. 

A delayed report from ComSoPac states that in the TOROKINA area during 
22-23 March a Jap infantry battalion made a determined attack against our north 
perimeter; they succeeded in making a shallow penetration of our lines, but the 
attack was repulsed and our positions restored by counterattack. An estimated 
300 dead Japs were left inside our lines. Our casualties on 22 March reported 
as 4 killed, 47 wounded, 1 missing; total for period 9-22 March now stands at 
194 killed, 1373 wounded, 25 missing. Our ground forces continue to be supported 
by air and surface bombardment. 

The situation in the ADMIRALTIES appears well in hand, although the Japs 
continue to occupy a defensive position south of LORANGAU. To date, 2323 dead 
Japs have been counted; it is estimated that about 1000 effectives remain. 
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25 March (Oahu date) 

Southwest Pacific Air Forces continue to hammer the Y/E17AK area, and are 
meeting no fighter interception and but meager AA fire in that area. Reports 
place 274 Jap aircraft in the HOLLANDIA area; they are listed as 132 fighters, 

45 medium bombers, and 97 light bombers. 

In the North Pacific 3 B-24's and 5 PV*s executed an armed reconnaissance 
over PARAMUSHIRU; results were unobserved and rather ineffective owing to adverse 
weather conditions. Of the 5 PV’s participating, 1 crashed on take off, 2 turned 
back on account of weather, and 1 failed to return. The B-24's returned safely. 

26 March (Oahu date) 

Air strikes continued against enemy occupied atolls of the MARSHALLS. 

On 25 March 13 Mitchells (VBM) from TARAWA staged through ENIWETOK, and struck 
PONAPE with fragmentation and incendiary bombs. 16 Marine fighters from ENGEBI 
escorted the Mitchells. Of 15 intercepting Jap fighters 4 were destroyed and 1 
probably destroyed; 1 Mitchell was damaged. Barracks and other buildings 
pertaining to both the old and the new airfields were attacked and set afire; 
fighters strafed both fields. The new field is inoperative. Heavy AA fire was 
intense though inaccurate. Our returning planes strafed UJELAHG, where new tent 
activity was noted; there was no AA fire. All planes returned. 

On 21 March a reconnaissance force visited ALINGLAPALAP; 38 Japs were 
killed, 3 prisoners taken; our casualties were 3 wounded. Occupation of EBON 
on 24 March resulted in death of 16 Japs, including 1 woman; 1 man and 2 children 
were taken prisoners; we lost 2 killed, 8 wounded. At NAMU which was occupied 
also on 24 March, 2 adults and 4 children were taken prisoners. , 

HERRING operating off KYUSHU reports damaging a DD with 1 hit for 3 
torpedoes fired. Also reports 6 misses on 2 23-knot DDs owing to low power 
performance of Mk 14 torpedoes. 

In the TOROKINA area there has been no Jap offensive action since 22-23 
March. Our casualties for 23 and 24 March are reported as 35 killed, 151 
wounded; total for period 9-24 March stands at 229 killed, 1524 wounded, 25 
missing. Jap dead for the same period estimated at 2384. 

vw\ ^ 
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27 March (Oahu date) 
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Air strikes continued against enemy occupied atolls of the MARSHALLS. 
20 Marine dive bombers, escorted by 23 fighters, took off from ROI and MAJURO 
on 26 March, and hit WOTJE with 13 tons; we lost one fighter plane, but the 
pilot was rescued. 


12 Mitchells covered by 18 Corsairs staging from ENIWETOK and ENGEBI 
again hit PONAPE on the 26th dropping 12 tons; of 15 intercepting Jap fighters 
9 were shot down, and 3 others probably destroyed; we lost one Mitchell. 

Marshall 262235 (pink) summarizes conclusions and recommendations for 
redeployment of SoPac combat and service forces following RECKLESS Operation. 

In the TOROKINA area only patrol clashes were reported. Our casualties 
on the 25th were 8 killed, 43 wounded; our total casualties during the period 
9-25 March are 237 killed, 1567 wounded, 25 missing. Because of washouts 
caused by heavy rains, the PIVA ”Y" air strip will be unserviceable for about 
48 hours from 0800 L 28 March. 

28 March (Oahu date) 

There was a continuation of air strikes against enemy occupied atolls of 
the MARSHALLS. 

CTF 57 reports that on 24 March DDs and DEs operating about 40 miles south 
of YTOTJE on anti-sub operations attacked and badly damaged or sunk one enemy sub¬ 
marine; although no wreckage was obtained, a 5 mile fresh oil slick was observed. 

Dur iTTg^the occupation of. EBON ofT''£4 March, the Ja}>s, after raising^arwrtrtW 
flaghas token ol\surrenoer, firedNu&thout waming\ipon ourvforc^a, kiJMing'2 
MarinesC-arid woundirig- 8.L oiiiai ftfmu : fZe.port vs fee 

2 PBY5’s operating from a NEW GUINEA base executed a bombing mission 
against WOLEAI on 28 March. Intense light inaccurate AA fire was recieved from 
TVOLEAI and from an estimated 15 boats in the east lagoon; each of the 2 planes 
dropped 2 half ton and 2 quarter ton GP bombs and 3 clusters of incendiaries; 
several large explosive fires were started; the conflagration and explosions were 
still continuing one half hour later when the planes left the area. 



CominCh and CNO 282109 dissolves CarDivs 21 and 23 and assigns ships to 
transport and training duty. 


In the TOROKINA area there is still an absence of Japanese offensive 
action against our perimeter; however, our patrols continue to make hostile 
contact in all areas around our perimeter. 


SoPac Air Forces continue to support the TOROKINA ground forces and to 
heavily pound the RABAUL and KAVIENG areas. All airfields in the RABAUL and 
KAVIENG areas are reported as unserviceable, except the concrete runway at 


VUNAXANAU. 
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28 March (Cont'd) 

Reports indicate that the situation in the ADMIRALTIES progresses 
favorably; an estimated 890 effective Jap troops remain* 

Southwest Pacific air forces heavily bombed the WEWAK and HANSA BAY 
areas* The blow at HANSA BAY and the nearby island of KAIRIRU was severely 
curtailed because of adverse weather; however, 3 heavy squadrons reached the 
target and hit personnel and stores in the area. On 27 March 4 Liberators 
struck airdromes in the HOLLANDIA Area and attempted to take pictures; the 
photographic results were unsatisfactory owing to adverse weather* 



29 March (Oahu date) 

Air strikes continued against the enemy occupied Atolls of the MARSHALLS. 

15 Mitohell's from TARAWA, after dropping 15 tons on JALUIT, rearmed at MAJURO 
and hit TAROA and MILLE, respectively, with 10 tons and 4 tons; at TAROA large 
oil fires were started. 3 Mitchell’s also hit EMIDJ with 3 l/3 tons* 20 
Marine Dauntless bombers from MAJURO, excorted by 23 Corsairs and Hellcats, 
dropped 10 tons on WOTJE, concentrating on heavy AA positions and radar stations. 
Again no AA fire was encountered at MILLE; none was encountered at EMIDJ. AA 
fire from TAROA and WOTJE was moderate; from JALUIT meager* No plane loss was 
reported; two were damaged* 

17 Liberators (underCTF 57) hit TRUK on 28 March* 6 planes dropped 9 
tons on MOEN ISLAND starting 1 large fire and several smaller ones* 6 planes 
dropped 8 tons on ETEN, results being unobserved owing to overcast* The re¬ 
maining 5 planes have not reported results. AA fire from each target was in¬ 
tense, but inaccurate. Our force incurred no damage or casualties. 

ComAirSols reports a very effective raid on ETEN ISLAND (TRUK) on 28 
March by 20 Liberators from PIVA (TOROKINA Area) dropping 20-30 tons* 200 
direct hits were obtained, the majority being in the shop and hangar area; 
others on aprons and runway* 49 aircraft (35 fighters, 4 medium bombers, 10 
dive bombers) on runway believed destroyed* Photos showed 16 exploding. Large 
fires were observed in hangar and building areas* AA fire was received from 
ships and islands. 90 Jap fighters intercepted with aggressive persistence, and 
pursued to a point 90 miles south of TRUK. Uncoordinated reports olaimed 6 to 
20 enemy fighters shot down* One Liberator was downed, possibly by an aerial 
bomb 90 miles west of N0M01* 2 Liberators crash landed GREEN ISLAND; 4 crewmen 

were killed 5 wounded* On 29 March two B-24s hit DUBLON (TRUK) concentrating 
on oil storage areas; large fires which resulted were visible for 50 miles with 
smoke rising to 8,000 feet* 

A single searcher made a low-level attack against PONAPE with two 500-lb. 
and three 100-lb* bombs, and 4 incendiary clusters; fires were started in the 
hangar, radio station, and town areas* 

TUNNY reports attacking a BB leaving TOAGEL PASS (PALAU) at 290840 GCT, 
and obtaining 2 probable hits* Base course of BB was 330, speed 16; it was ac¬ 
companied by 1 KUMA CL and 2 DD’s. A large convoy of 19 miscellaneous AKs depart¬ 
ed PELAU at 290030 GCT on course 310, speed 9. 


STINGRAY reports sinking GINYO MARU type ship northwest of PAGAN. 
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29 March (Continued) 


PICUDA operating in the MARIANAS Area, reports 1 empty 7000 ton AK 
sunk on 29 March with 2 sure, possibly 3, hits. 

FLYING FISH, operating in the FORMOSA-NAHA Area, reports at 301113 GCT 
that 6 hits sank a 2000 ton AK, probably sank a 5000 ton AK, and damaged a 7000 
ton AK. 

GAR, operating SE of PALAU, reports picking up on 29 Maroh 4 crew members 
of a plane forced down in the TF 58 strike; 1 member went down with the plane. 

BARB, operating east of FORMOSA, reports 2 Mk 14 hits sank a SYCWA Class 
Q-ship at RASA ISLAND at 1430 GCT 28 March. 

RAY, operating in CHINA SEA, reports 1 hit on 3 March on a large tanker, 
part of a convoy of 9 ships with 3 escorts. On 18 March obtained 1, possibly 
2, hits on a CHIDORI type TB. 

A reconnaissance force occupied without opposition the Atolls of NAMORIK 
and KILA on about 27 March. 

ComDesDiv 94 reports bombarding KAPINGAMARANGI Atoll on 28 March, expend¬ 
ing 572 rounds 5-inch and 430 rounds 40-mm. 

In the TOROKINA Area our ground forces report that hostile forces have 
been cleared from the east sector with numerous dead Japs being found in the 
area. Reconnaissance patrols operating north of the perimeter encountered many 
dead Japs. There are indications that the enemy has broken close contact and 
may be withdrawing to KIETA (East Central BOUGAINVILLE). Our casualties on 26 
March reported as 8 killed, 44 wounded; total for the period 9-26 March 245 
killed, 1611 wounded, 25 missing. 

SoPac air forces continue their air operations against the RABAUL and 
KAVIENG areas, and in support of the TOROKINA ground forces. 

Southwest Pacific air forces were directed against WEffAK and HOLLANDIA 
on the north New Guinea Coast and also against JACQUINOT BAY south NEW BRITAIN 
and against GAROVE ISLAND, north NEW BRITAIN Coast; 7 B-24’s constituted the 
force directed against HOLLANDIA. Reports indicate 264 planes (126 fighters, 

96 light bombers, 43 medium bombers) in the HOLLANDIA Area. 




30 March (Oahu date) 

Usual air strikes continued against the enemy occupied atolls of the 
MARSHALLS. 

Three Mitchell’s, escorted by 16 Marine Corsair's, made a low-level 
attack against PONAPE with 28 100-lb. bombs at 292130 GCT; large fires were 
started in the warehouse area; no hostile planes were encountered; AA fire 
was moderate; neither our planes nor personnel incurred damage. 
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30 March (Oahu date) (Cont'd) 


On 28 March 4 Liberators struck ETEN (TRUK) with unobserved results; 
heavy AA fire was meager; light AA fire intense; neither planes nor personnel 
inourred damage. On 29 March, 19 Liberators hit TRUK with 32 tons concen¬ 
trating on -the islands of DUB LON, MOEN, FEFAN, PARAN, UMAN; explosions and 
fires were observed at DUBLON; large fires were observed on MOEN and UMAN; 

AA fire from all targets was reported as moderate and inaccurate. 


GAR, operating southeast of PALAU, reports making a second rescue on 
30 March; 4 plane crew members were picked up; 2 others went down with the 
plane. 


In the TOROKINA Area all reports tend to substantiate previous de¬ 
ductions that the enemy has abandoned his offensive taotics against our 
perimeter and withdraws toward east central BOUGAINVILLE. 

The situation in the ADMIRALTIES progresses most favorably, with no 
contact with organized enemy forces of which less than 600 effectives sur¬ 
vive. The count of enemy dead in the area stands at 2,628. 

SoPac air and surface forces continue to harass Japanese concentra¬ 
tions in the BOUGAINVILLE Area and the air forces continue their heavy 
pounding of the RABAUL and KAVIENG Areas. 

SoWesPac air forces continue their heavy air strikes against HOLLANDIA. 
On the night of 28-29 March, 4 Liberators hit HOLLANDIA dropping 960 20-lb. 
fragmentation bombs; 16 planes were believed destroyed or damaged. On 29 
March, 65 Liberators hit the area with 15,600 free-falling 20-lb. fragmenta¬ 
tion bombs. Conservative estimates list 25 enemy planes destroyed, 67 
damaged. Of 40 intercepting fighters, 10 were definitely shot down, with 
7 others probably shot down. We had no losses on this strike. On 30 March, 

68 Liberators again struck HOLLANDIA and CYCLOPS Areas with 140 tons of 
various types of bombs, including incendiaries which were carried by all 
planes. A summary of the strikes on 29 and 30 March lists 162 planes de¬ 
stroyed on the ground (determined by photo) and 23 definitely destroyed 
in the air, with 12 other probables. Our loss for the two strikes was 
one fighter. 

On 29 March, 23 medium bombers struck TEDJI dropping 34 tons of 500-lb. 
bombs; the airstrip was rendered unserviceable. 

On the night of 29-30 March, 1 Liberator and 3 Catalina's struok 
WOLEAI dropping 6^ tons on the runway and other areas. This strike follows 
one made the previous night by 2 B-24's and 2 PBY's which was reported as 
very effective. 
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The usual land based air strikes continued on 29 March against JALUIT, 
WOTJE and MILLE. 12 Mitchells hit JALUIT with S& tons, starting small fires. 
WOTJE was struok by 21 Marine Corsairs which silenced AA positions; 20 Marine 
Dauntless bombers dropped 9 tons with unreported results, accompanied by 4 
Hellcats which strafed the airfield; 1 Dauntless was downed by AA fire, the 
crew being rescued by a DD. 6 Marine Corsairs placed 3 tons on MILLE. 

On 30 March 21 Liberators, staged from ENIWETOK, dropped 42 tons on 
TRUK targets including the MOEN airstrip and barracks, ETEN and DUBLON; heavy 
AA fire was weak and inaccurate; large fires accompanied by delayed explosions 
were observed in all target areas; 2 planes were slightly damaged. 

In the South Pacific air forces continued to bomb Japanese installations 
on BOUGAINVILLE, concentrating on the TOROKDIA and NUMANUMA areas and the 
SHORTLANDS area; 68 SBD and TBFs hit RABAUL on 30 March. 

Adverse weather conditions reduced the scope of Southwest Paoific air 
strikes in support of RECKLESS on 31 March. HOLLANDIA area was not hit; however, 
44 B-25's struck TADJI and AITAPE areas, dropping 50 tons of quarter-tonners on 
storage and personnel areas; fires were started, and 2 large buildings were 
demolished. 2 PBY's attacked WOLEAI during the night of 31 March, dropping 4 
half tonners and 4 500-pounders on supply and personnel areas; results unreported. 
Not previously reported was a strike on 30 March against WEWAK and TADJI areas 
by 99 B-25's and A-20's, with unreported results. 

Photos of WAKDE on 30 March show 58 planes (24 fighters, 13 light and 21 
medium bombers). At SEWAR air strip (18 mi. W of WAKDE) there were 7 fighters 
and 1 light bomber. 


1 April (Oahu date) 

First report on results DESECRATE states that TF 58 hit PALAU on 29 March 
and WOLEAI on 31 March; TG 58.2 and 58.3 hit PALAU on 30 March; TG 58.1 hit YAP 
on 30 March. Complete reports of our aircraft losses have not been received; 
losses thus far reported are 8 VF, 11 VB and 8 VT. Ho damage fron enemy air at¬ 
tacks was sustained on the nights of 28 March and 29 March. Reports also indicate 
that many enemy aircraft were destroyed and that all ships present in anchorages 
were sunk or damaged. Three smallVshi^s were sunk at sea; 1 near PALAU and 2 
near WOLEAI. 

Land based air strikes continued against enemy occupied atolls of the 
MARS'rlALLS. Effectiveness of bombing by 3-25's from TARAWA is greatly increased 
owing to their practice of re-arming at MAJURO. 

11 Mitchell's and 14 Marine Corsair's hit PONAPE on 31 March; 8 tons were 
dropped with unobserved results. 



r' 


31 March (Oahu date) 


Shore based aircraft continue to concentrate against TRUK. On 31 March 
14 Liberator's (CTF 57) hit DUBLON with 24 500-lb. GP bombs and 54 500-lb. incen¬ 
diaries; large fires were started; antiaircraft fire was inaccurate, the light AA 
intense and the heavy AA fire being meager. Four squadrons of 
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1 April (Cont'd) 

Liberator's from SoPac hit DUBLON on 1 April with 54 tons of incendiary clusters 
and 18 tons of high explosive; results unreported. 

On 30 March CTF*reports occupation of BIKINI Atoll; 5 Japs were killed. 

ComAirSols reports that all enemy airfields in the BISMARCK ARCHIPELAGO 
are now unserviceable. South Pacific air forces continue their heavy attacks 
against the RABAUL Area. VUNAPOPE and RATAVAL supply areas were heavily hit. 

In the ADMIRALTIES the Islands of NDRILO and KORUNIAT (immediately west 
of the northwest tip of LOS NEGROS ISLAND) were occupied on 1 April by our ground 
troops; the successful landings were supported by a squadron of PT boats in com¬ 
pany with 1 AGP and 1 ASS. Complete occupation of PITYILU was also reported. 

2 April (Oahu date) 

Land based air strikes continued against enemy occupied atolls of the 
MARSHALLS with forces being directed against MILLE, EMIDJ, TAROA and WOTJE; 9 
Mitchells from TARAWA hit TAROA, then rearmed at MAJURO, and struck EMIDJ. 

On 1 April 6 Mitchells and 8 Marine Corsairs made a low level attack (500 
ft.) against PONAPE; 4 tons were dropped in the barracks and service areas where 
fires were started; AA fire was meager. 

Strikes against TRUK were made by air forces from both the Central Pacific 
area and South Pacific area. 22 Liberators (under CTF 57) hit DUBLONlancl ware¬ 
houses on the island with 144 500 lb. GP bombs and 10 500 lb. incendiaries; 
large and small fires were started in the area; 3 fighters intercepted; AA fire 
was meager and inaccurate. 31 Liberators (SoPac) dropped 46 tons of high explo¬ 
sive and incendiary bombs on DUBLON, concentrating in the area DUBLON TOWN-TURA- 
TINA BEACH (Southern DUBLON); considerable damage was inflicted on warehouses, 
piers, and barges; one large shop building was also reported destroyed. 20 
serviceable fighters were reported on ETEN; 20 dive bombers, 3 float planes, 2 
fighters and one flying boat were reported on DUBLON assembly area. The striking 
force was intercepted by from 40 to 60 enemy fighters whioh pressed their attack 
for 45 minutes and were reported to have dropped many phosphorous bombs in an 
effort to destroy our bombers. Of the intercepting fighters, 7 were destroyed, 
with 2 other probables. Our losses were 4 Liberators; the crew of one was 
rescued north of GREEN ISLAND. 

POLLACK, operating in EMPIRE Waters reports one large AK probably sunk 
from a very large convoy apparently proceeding toward the MARIANAS. 

There is no report of land action to indicate any ohange in the tactical 
situation previously reported. 

SoPac air forces continued their support of our ground forces on BOUGAIN¬ 
VILLE, and their concentrated attacks against the RABAUL and KAVTENG areas. 
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2 April (Oahu date) - continued - 

Southwest Pacific air forces were again prevented by adverse weather from 
making large scale strikes in support of DESECRATE. KAIRIRU ISLAND was hit with 
12 tons; 13 barges were destroyed, and oil dumps and supplies were destroyed. 

128 tons were dropped on HANSA BAY with unreported results. A SoWesPao summary 
states that of 288 enemy planes present in the HOLLANDIA area on the morning of 
29 March practically all have been destroyed or permanently damaged; the 3 air¬ 
dromes in the area have been rendered temporarily unservioeab]®- 




3 April (Oahu date) 


Shore based aircraft (under CTF 57) continued their Btrikes against enemy 
occupied atolls of the MARSHALLS and against PONAPE. After hitting JALUIT, 7 
Mitchells rearmed at MAJURO and then struck TAROA. The strike against PONAPE 
was conducted by 6 Mitchells which dropped 36 120-lb fragmentation clusters, 36 
100-lb bombs and 59 rounds of 75mm ammunition; attack was made at an altitude of 
200 to 500 feet and was directed against both the new and the old airfields; AA 
fire was moderate and accurate, there was no interception, no planes or ships 
were sighted; 3 of our planes were slightly damaged. 

CTF 57 reports completion of reconnaissance of islet AILUK Atoll. He now 
labels as false his report of Japanese firing from under white flag of surrender 
upon our occupation forces at EBON (summary 28 March). 

20 Liberators (under CTF 57) hit TRUK on the night of 2-3 April. Bombs 
were dropped on ETEN airfield and on the DUBLON seaplane base; owing to overcast, 
results were unobserved. Several large ships in the Harbor were reported to have 
been observed through the clouds. 

The air strike against HOLLANDIA, which was planned by Southwest Pacific 
air foroes for 3 April, was turned back because of adverse weather; instead, 52 
heavy bombers concentrated against storage and personnel areas at WE17AK, with 
generally excellent results; no AA fire was encountered, there was no Jap inter¬ 
ception, and we suffered no losses. 




4 April (Oahu date) 'ff 

Shore based aircraft (under CTF 57) continued their strikes against 
enemy occupied atolls of the MARSHALLS and against PONAPE. 15 Mitchells, 
after dropping 15 tons on JALUIT, reamed at MAJURO and struck TAROA with 15 
tons. 6 Mitchells making a 500-foot low level attack against PONAPE, dropped 
3g tons on the new airstrip; 3 planes were damaged and 1 crewman injured. 

SWORDFISH, operating NNW of the MARIANAS, reports damaging two Maru's 
of a homeward bound 5-ship Jap convoy. 

B05VFIN, operating in the Southwest Pacific Area, reports sinking one 
Maru and damaging one during the period 10-14 March. 

Blue reconnaissance forces which returned to EMIRAU from MUSSAU report 

the capture of many enemy documents, 800 pounds of radio gear and 3 machine 
guns; they also report the destruction of 8 buildings, a quantity of bombs 
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4 April (Oahu date) (Cont'd) 
and 243 drums cf gasoline. 

In the BOUGAINVILLE Area, our ground forces report the continued with¬ 
drawal of the Japs from our north and east sectors of the TOROKINA Perimeter; 
they are being pursued by our forces; our losses during the past 2 days are 
reported as 15 killed, 35 wounded. 

Covered by FT boats, our forces from the ADMIRALTIES occupied without 
opposition the Island of RAMBUTYO (30 miles east of LOS NEGROS ). The hostile 
strength in tho ADMIRALTIES is now estimated as 400-450 effects ‘* • * 

Jap losses total 2,810 dead. 



5 April (Oahu date) 

Shore based aircraft (under CTF 57) again struck enemy occupied atolls 
of the MARSHALLS. 

Six Mitchell's, escorted by 7 Marine Corsair's, dropped 6 tons from 500 
feet on PONAPE; hits were obtained on hangar, runways and installations of the 
old airfield; AA fire was moderate; 1 Mitchell sustained minor damage. 

On 4 April 20 Liberators (under CTF 57), striking in two waves, dropped 84 
500-lb. and 220 100-lb. incendiaries on the tank farm on DUBLON ISLAND and LIOEN 
ISLAND; numerous fires were observed. Two Navy Liberators on a reconnaissance 
mission over TRUK dropped 4 1000-lb. bombs which straiiled a tanker near MOEN IS.; 
tanker was believed sunk. 

HALL (DD 583), while searching for and rescuing a Marine fighter pilot 
shot down over WOTJE, received fire from at least 5 shore batteries for a period 
of twenty minutes; ship sustained two 6-inch shell hits. 

HADDO, operating in SOUTH CHINA SEA, reports damaging 2 small coastal 
freighters and 1 large unidentified ship. 

BOYIFIN (additional to report summary 4 April) reports attacking 5 cargo 
ships escorted by 2 DD's in the area south of MINDANAO; with 7 torpedoes she sank 
1 large AK with 3 hits and a medium AK with 2 hits, damaging a 3rd AK with 2 hits. 
A summary of her first 4 patrols shows sunk and damaged 158,110 tons; fired 113 
torpedoes for 56 hits; executed 3 special missions. 

Adverse weather restricted SoPac air forces to the BOUGAINVILLE Area where 
targets in the southern part of the island and around our TOROKINA Perimeter were 
hit. Photos of the RABAUL Area show 1 VF runway at LAKUNAI and 1 VLB concrete 
runway at VUNAKATTA to be in serviceable condition. 

«» 

In the Southwest Pacific bad weather cancelled all daylight strikes for 5 
April. On the night of 4 April 11 heavy bombers and 4 Catalina's bombed the V/AKDE 
Area; results were reported as excellent with hits in the plane parking areas at 
each end of the runway, in personnel areas, and on AA positions. During the day 
of 4 April an unspecified number of heavy and attack bombers hit targets in the 
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HOLLA! 1 DIA Area; reports indicate heavy damage to many buildings, AA positions, 
possible coast defense gun positions and to storage and fuel dump areas; under 
cover o. this strike, complete excellent low-level oblique photo coverage of the 
s tore and terrain in the areas of TANAHMERAH BAY and southwest portion of HUMBOLDT 


6 April (Oahu date) 

Results of DESECRATE Summarized: 

1. Enemy Losses. 


_a. Planes - 160 destroyed; 29 probably destroyed; 25 damaged, 

b. Combatant Ships-- 3 DD destroyed; 1 DD damaged, 

c. Other Ships 

(1) Sunk : 2 large AK, 6 medium AK, 9 small AK; 3 large AO; 1 medium AO; 
1 small AO; 1 APC; 1 PC; 2 100'-200' boats; miscellaneous small craft, 

(2) Damaged : (Beached and burning; burning; beached) - 1 large AK; 2 
medium AK; 9 small AK; 1 medium AO; 2 small AO; 1 large AR. 

_d« Ground Installations Destroyed - 45 large buildings, 9 hangars; 13 fuel 
dumps; 33 warehouses; 3 barracks; 1 ammunition dump; 2 radio stations; 1 
meteorological station; 2 loading piers; wharfage; numerous small buildings. 

2, Our Losses. 


a.. Planes 

(1) Lost in Combat - 10 VP, 1 VFN, 9 VB, 5 VT; 8 pilots, 10 air crewmen. 

( 2 3 ) Lost Operationally - 8 VP, 4 VB, 6 VT; 5 pilots, 3 air crewmen. 

Id. Ship s - No loss or damage. 

3. Miscella^ous - PALAU is reported to be a vast supply base. 

Shore based aircraft (under CTF 57) continued to strike eneny occupied 
atolls of the MARSHALLS. No AA fire was encountered at Y/OTJE; that from TAROA and 
EMIDJ was meager. 

On 5 April, PONAPE was again hit by 6 Mitchells; 80 500-lb. and 6 100-lb. 
incendiaries were dropped on the new airfield from an altitude of 500 feet; 
large fires resulted; AA fire was weak. 

On the night of 5-6 April 20 Liberators (under CTF 57) in two waves struck 
WAKE with 44 tons of bombs which were concentrated in the storage, maintenance 
and repair areas; fires were started accompanied by large explosions; AA fire 
was meager; we suffered no casualties. 
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6 April (Cont'd) 

CTF 57 reports that LIKIEP ATOLL was reconnoitered without opposition. 

The occupation of UTERIK was also announced; 14 Japs were killed and 1 Marine 
wounded. This completes clean-up operations of the islands. 

FLYING FISH reports sinking on 1 April 1 3500 ton AK north of BORODINO 
ISLAND (26 N, 131 E). 

LAPON operating in SoW e sPac (S. CHINA SEA) reports sinking 1 large AC 
(10,000), 1 XAO (10,020), 1 AP-AK (3,360), 1 small'AK (4,000) for a total of 
32,380 tons; damaging 1 AK (7,390) and 2 Jap fishing vessels by gunfire for 
a total of 7,490 tons. 

On 5 April 24 Liberators (from SoPac) hit DUBLON with 51 tons of quarter-ton 
incendiaries and GP's; results were reported as excellent resulting in fires and 
explosions; later arrivals found observation of target area difficult owing 
to the great amount of smoke from numerous fires; one of our Liberator's was be¬ 
lieved shot down over the target. 

SoPac air forces continued their strikes in support of 
forces and against the RABAUL-KAVIENG Areas. 



7 April (Oahu date) 

The usual air strikes continued against enemy occupied atolls of the 
MARSHALLS. 

8 Mitchell's hit P0NAPE on 6 April dropping 8 tons on the airfields and on 
the Bauxite Plant; results were unobserved. 

SoPac air forces continued heavy strikes against the RABAUL-KAVIENG Areas. 

RASHER, operating in Southwest Pacific, reports results of third war patrol* 
fired 38 torpedoes, obtained 13 hits; sank 1 AP (6,893), 1 AP-AK (6,484), 1 AP-AK 
(4,797), 1 AK (5,860) and 1 AP-AK (4,468) for a total of 28,602; damaged 1 AK 
(7.064) - grand total 35,666 sunk or damaged. 

On 6 April a two-engine bomber arrived undetected over SAIDOR and dropped 
3 bombs killing 16, wounding 34, 

Admiral Nimits, Rear Admiral Sherman, and other staff members departed 
PEARL for MAJURO. 
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8 April (Oahu Date) 

Shore based aircraft (under CTF 57) continued strikes against enemy occupied 
atolls of the MARSHALLS, against PONAPE, and against TRUK. 4 Mitchells escorted 
by 8 Marine Corsairs dropped 16 500 lb bombs on the old airfield at PONAPE and 
strafed the runway; AA fire was moderate; we lost 2 corsairs. 12 Army Liberators 
dropped 12 tons on DUBLON TOWN, concentrating on wharf and fuel storage areas; 

2 explosions resulted. 1 Liberator dropped 3 tons on the airstrip at MOEN. 

At 1200 GCT April 6 CTF 57 formed TG 57.8 (EVANS, HALLIGAN, HARADEN, NEWCOMB, 
HALL). This TG will blockade the atolls of MILLE, JALUTT, WOTJE and MALOELAP 
during darkness, retiring during daylight. It will continue "Hunter-killer" op¬ 
erations against enemy submarines, and will execute bombardment missions if direc¬ 
ted; it will base on MAJURO. 

SoPac air forces continued their strikes against hostile installations on 
BOUGAINVILLE and against the RABAUL-KAVIENG areas. 

PUFFER operating in the Southwest Pacific (SINGAPORE Area) reports sinking 
on 22 -ilafeiW, 1 troop laden AP (15,105 tons); 4 hits were obtained with 6 torpedoes 
fired. 

SoWesPac air forces struck the HOLLANDIA area with 24 Liberators dropping 
152 tons on storage and fuel areas; there was no energy interception. Lesser 
strikes were directed against WEWAK and HANSA BAY areas. Single PBY searchers 
covered WOLEAI. 

CinCSWPA states that relief of the 1st Marine Division by the 40th Infantry 
Division will be undertaken without delay, utilizing shipping from the South 
Pacific and under the direction of Commander South Pacifio. 



9 April (Oahu Date) ^ 

Shore based aircraft (under CTF 57) continued to strike enemy oocupied 
atolls of the MARSHALLS and PONAPE. 

TRIGGER reports obtaining 2 hits in a large loaded tanker at 071500 GCT 
in 19-06N, 142-31E (Northwest MARIANAS). 

SCAMP reports 2 CAs, 4 CLs, 4 DDs on course 055, speed 22 at 070000 GCT 
in 05-18N, 125-50E (South of DAVAO). The force was covered by a large air 
umbrella which forced the submarine down. A later report states that the SCAMP 
was badly damaged by a bomb hit (dropped by a float plane) on a ballast tank. 

In the BOUGAINVILLE area ComSoPac reports that during the period 6-7 April 
our ground forces encountered only scattered resistance east of the TOROKINA 
RIVER, with some Japs dug in on a hill in this area; only stragglers were re¬ 
ported in the hills northeast of the perimeter. ComAirSols reports that for 10 
minutes on the morning of 10 April (L) Jap artillery dropped 12 shells on the 
PIVA "U" landing strip damaging 11 fighters, 4 being seriously damaged. SoPac 
air forces continued their strikes against hostile installations on BOUGAINVILLE 
and against the RABAUL-KAVIENG areas. 


(continued) 


189 ^ 












© 


DECLASSIFIED 

Authority: E012958, as amended 
HQ USEUCOM 



9 April (Oahu Date) 


Com 7th Fleet reports that our troops made an unopposed landing on 8 April 
on PAK ISLAND east of LOS NEGROS* SoWesPac air forces report an effective 
strike in the HANSA BAY, WEWAK, and TADJI areas. 



PEARL. 


10 April (Oahu date) 

Shore based aircraft (under CTF 57) continued to strike enemy occupied 
Atolls of the MARSHALLS and PONAPE. 

PAUPANITO reports damaging 1 AK with 2 hits at 101500 GOT in 09-40 N, 

143-28 E (WOLEAI-GUAM Area). Damaged AK was part of convoy consisting of 2 large 
AK'e, 3 DD's, 1 small escort on course 125. The sub sustained damage by depth 
charges and was forced to pull clear to effect repairs. 

On the night of 8-9 April a reconnaissance party visited KUSSAU ISIA1ID 
and found no Jap activity. 

An intelligence party landed on NUGARIA ISLAND (60 miles NNE GREEN IS.) 
on 8 April. Friendly natives stated that no Japs have been on the Island for 
several months. 

ComSoPac reports total count of dead Japs in the TOROKINA Area for the 
period 8 March - 8 April to be 5,370. While report does not summarize our 
casualties during the same period, our records indicate that our dead numbered 
less than 300. 

SoPac air forces continue their attacks against enemy installations on 
BOUGAINVILLE and against the RABATJL-KAVIENG Areas. One Liberator snooper 
started fires in the DUBLON warehouse area; a night fighter was evaded. 

On 9 April 3 DD's bombarded the HANSA BAY Area, and upon retirement the 
UDIGAN and MADANG Areas; no shipping or enemy planes were encountered. With¬ 
drawal was covered by 61 Liberator’s which pounded the areas previously bom¬ 
barded by the destroyers. Two Catalina's attacked WOLEAI with unobserved 


results. 
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11 April (Oahu date) 

Shore b&Bed aircraft (under CTF 57) continued to strike enemy occupied 
atolls of the MARSHALLS. 

23 Amy Liberator's (under CTF 57) hit TRUK on 10 April dropping 230 
500-lb. GP bombs on DUBLON TCWN, MORN airstrip, on PARAM and on several small 
islands on southeast side of Atoll: 1 large explosion and fires were reported 
at DUBLON TOWN, and an explosion at MOEN. 2 Liberator's were lost after leaving 
the target; cause unknown. 1 Liberator hit alternate target PONAPE with 2^ tons. 

SEAHORSE reports sinking 2 large freighters off GUAM enroute WOLEAI on the 
morning of 7 April; sinking another west of and enroute SAIPAN on afternoon of 
April 8. Since the latter date, sub has been kept down by night patrols and 
radar equipped destroyers. 

On 10 and 11 April, Jap artillery shells fired from positions east of 
TOROKINA RIVER fell in the TOROKINA Area; 1 plane was slightly damaged and 1 
man was slightly wounded. 

ComSoPac reports considerable enemy activity in the area north of SAUA 
RIVER (3 miles east of TOROKINA RIVER); trench systems and shelters had been 
established. 

SoPac air forces continued operations in support of TOROKINA ground forces 
and continued strikes against RABAUL-KAVIENG Areas. 

ANGLER reports successful evacuation from PANAY on night of 20 March 
(East longitude date) of 48 civilians (men, women and ohildren) and 10 service 
personnel. Condition of evacuees was reported as poor; they were debarked at 
FREMANTLE. 

SILVERSIDES operating from Southwest Pacific Area reports sinking 1 AK 
(4500) on 16 March west of the MARIANAS; sinking 1 AO or AK (3000) off north 
NEW GUINEA Coast on 28 March. 

Com7th Fleet 050623 reports U.S. Naval Base, MANUS ISLAND established 4 
April, SEADLER HARBOR, ADMIRALTY ISLANDS. 

On 10 April Southwest Paoifio air forces hit the HANSA BAY Area with 
54 heavy bombers; a total of 421 1000-lb. bombs were dropped on AA artillery 
positions and on storage areas. 36 attack bombers bombed and strafed AA artillery 
positions and personnel areas at WEWAK-BOLAM; this attaok was followed by strike 
of 46 medium bombers. Fighters making a sweep along the north NEW GUINEA Coast 
sank 10 barges. 

In the North Paoifio 3 Liberator's from the 11th Air Force executed an 
armed reconnaissance over PARAMUSHIRO on 10 April; 13 photos were taken: bomb 
loads were dropped through overoast with unobserved results. 
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12 April (Oahu date) 


Shore based aircraft (under CTF 57) continued to strike enemy occupied 
atolls of the MARSHALLS and PONAPE. 

/y/rtA/ 

FINBACK reports attack on enemy convoy north of MCLAUGHLIN BANK? hits 
obtained in at least 2 ships; sub was forced to submerge and was held down 
for 2.5 hours. 


In the South Pacific, PT boats operating near the BOUGAINVILLE Coast 
are encountering fire from enemy shore batteries. 

SoPao air forces continued operations in support of our ground forces on 
BOUGAINVILLE and continued to attack the RABAUL-KAVIENG Areas. 


Southwest Pacific air forces heavily attacked HOLLANDIA Area on 11 April 
with 142 bombers escorted by 67 fighters. 322 tons of bombs were dropped and 
89,000 rounds of caliber .50 ammunition were expended; quantities of stores 
including fuel, buildings, shipping and AA positions were destroyed; 1 damaged 
freighter was sunk, another burned and exploded, and two others were damaged. 
Of 20 intercepting fighters, 7 were definitely destroyed with 10 probables; 
we lost one heavy bomber. Diversionary attacks were made against personnel 
areas in the vioinity of WEffAK and HANSA BAY. 

In the North Pacific, armed reconnaissance missions were flown over the 
PARAMUSHIRO Area on 11 April and 12 April. On 11 April 3 B-24's and 3 PV’s 
participated; on the 12th, 3 8-24*8 and 4 PV*s. Several good photographs 
were taken and fires resulted when bombs were dropped in the area. . 


13 April (Oahu date) v 

Shore based aircraft (under CTF 57) continued to strike enemy occupied 
atolls of the MARSHALLS and PONAPE. 



On April 13, 21 Liberator's (CenPao) and 23 Liberator’s (SoPao) struck TRUK, 
concentrating on the Islands of DUBLON, ETEN, MOEN, FEFAN, UMAR and PARAM; there 
was no report of damage or casualties to our force. 

SoPao air forces continued operations in support of ground forces and again 
concentrated on the RABAUL-KAVIENG Areas. 


Southwest Pacific air forces executed a diversionary attack against the 
WEWAK Area on April 12; 63 heavy bombers concentrated on the BUT and DAGUA Areas 
dropping 503 1,000-lb. bombs on personnel areas and AA artillery positions. 
Personnel areas were 75 % destroyed; 4 AA artillery positions were destroyed or 
heavily damaged, 2 ammunition dumps were blown up; fires which were started in¬ 
cluded a probable fuel dump. 33 light bombers dropped 126 500-lb. bombs on 
TADJI and straffed with 58,000 rounds of caliber .50 ammunition. On the night 
of 12-13 April, 6 heavy bombers attacked WAKDE obtaining hits in the personnel 
area and on the runway; 1 large explosion resulted. 
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Shore based aircraft (under CTF 57) continued to strike enemy oocupied 
atolls of the MARSHALLS; PONAPE and KUSAIE were also hit. At PONAPE 10 Mitchells 
escorted by 8 Marine Corsairs dropped 9 tons on workers camp near the old air¬ 
field, starting fires in the area; 1 fighter pilot was rescued after being forced 
down. Piers, gun positions and warehouses were attacked at KUSAIE; at JALUIT 
12 Mitchells with 12 tons caused a large explosion in the magazine area. 

From 141210 GCT to 141500 GCT 8 to 10 Jap bombers flying at 20,000 feet 
attacked ENIWETCK. Four night fighters intercepted and claimed 2 enemy bombers 
destroyed, with one probably destroyed; we lost 2 fighters. The hostile group 
came from and retired to the southwest. All bombs missed the island. 


On 14 April 18 SoPac Liberators each armed with 6 quarter ton bombs hit 
TRUK. 42 bombs were dropped on ETEN and 18 on PARAM and 2 smaller islands; the 
remainder were dropped through olouds on dead reokoning; results were unobserved. 

In the BOUGAINVILLE area reports continue to indicate Jap activity in the 
areas to the east and to the northeast of our TOROKINA perimeter, with the enemy 
still managing to employ his artillery against our airfields. At about midnight 
on 12 April (L), 25 Jap artillery shells firod a fuel dump north of the TOROKINA 
strip; other shells badly damaged 4 VLBs and lightly damaged 5 other planes; one 
man was injured. 


SoPac air forces continued operations in support of our ground forces on 
BOUGAINVILLE, and also continued with their bombing of the RABAUL area. 

In the North Pacifio 3 PVs and 3 B-24s made an armed reconnaissance of 
PARAMUSHIRU on 13 April; results of bombing were unobserved; photos were partially 
obsoured by clouds. Again on 14 April an armed reconnaissance of the same area 
was carried out by the sane forces; results were unobserved. No planes were lost 
on either day. 

In the Southwest Pacifio area air strikes against HOLLANDIA were cancel¬ 
led because of adverse weather. A Navy Liberator attacked shipping 250 miles 
northwest of HOLLANDIA and reported sinking a 350 ton fuel ship and a 150 ton 
freighter; another 150 ton freighter was left beached and burning. 

Advance Echelon GHQ STYPA opens at PORT MORESBY at 1800K(-10) on 21 April; 
Rear Eohelon opens at BRISBANE same hour, same date. 

BLUEFISH, operating in SOUTH CHINA SEA reports sinking one medium AO on 
4 March, AO was sunk with 3 hits from 3 torpedoes in the area northwest of 
BORNEO. 
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Shore based aircraft (under CTF 57) continued to strike enemy occupied 
atolls of the MARSHALLS and PONAPE. At the latter place, 6 Mitchell's dropped 
6 tons on the old and new airfields, Mitchell's attacked and sank a small AO 
near f’ONAPE; 2 escorts which accompanied the AO were beached on ANT ISLAND. 

Single searoh planes hit NAURU, PAKIN, OROLUK and ULUL. 

In the North Pacifio, one 11th Air Force Liberator on 15 April dropped 6 
100-lb. bombs and 10 photo flash bombs on MATSUWA. Two other planes dropped 
bombs by radar through solid overcast with unreported results, 

SoPac air forces continued operations in support of our ground forces in 
the TOROKINA Area and continued to strike the RABAUL-EAVIENG Areas. On 15 April, 
a Liberator snooper hit DUBLON with 6 500-lb. magnesium incendiaries; a terrific 
explosion and numerous fires were reported. 

In the Southwest Pacifio, 121 bombers executed a very successful and de¬ 
structive attack against TADJI and against the offshore islands in that area. 

284 tons of assorted bombs including 332 one-thousand pounders were dropped on 
stores and personnel areas; the areas were also strafed, 

/ 

16 April (Oahu date) 


Neutralization of enemy occupied atolls of the MARSHALLS by shore based 
airoraft (under CTF 57) continued with strikes against WOTJE, MILLE, MALOELAP and 
JALUIT. 





15 April (Oahu date) 


16 Army Liberators (under CTF 57) hit TRUK on 16 April with 32 tons GP 
bombs and 6 tons inoendiaries oonoentrated on MOEN, DUBLON and FEFAN; explosions 
said fires resulted. 2 Liberators dropped 5^ tons of bombs and incendiaries on 
PONAPE, concentrating on PONAPE TOWN and the old airfield; explosions were ob¬ 
served; one Liberator was reported missing. 15 heavy bombers from South Pacifio 
hit SATAWAN with 136 5001b bombs. Cloud conditions hampered the bombing; however, 
30 hits were reported across the oenter of the dispersal area and in the personnel 
area and several on the runway, which was rendered unserviceable; there was neither 
interception nor AA fire. 


SoPac air forces continued to support our ground forces in the TOROKINA 
area. Heavy bombing of the RABAUL area continued with 193 sorties. Bombing of 
leBS intensity was directed at KAVIENG, BUKA and North CHOISEUL. 


On 15 April 28 squadrons of bombers (SoWesPao) hit the HOLLANDIA area; 
although complete reports are lacking, there is evidenoe to indicate that the 
result of the bombing by approximately 300 planes was most effective; buildings, 
jetties, and 9 store dumps were hit and one small AK was left burning in the 
harbor. On the night of 14-15 April WAKDE was hit by 5 heavy bombers which 
dropped 40 instantaneous demolition 500 lb bombs in personnel and storage areas 
and on the runway; fires and one heavy explosion reported. In the two above op¬ 
erations there was no interception and AA fire was slight. WAKDE was again 
bombed on 15 April by 6 Liberators which dropped their bombs on the airdrome; one 
large explosion resulted. 1 Q Q Q 


(oontinued) 
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16 April (Oahu date) - continued 

At dawn 16 April 12 raediun bombers escorted by 11 fighters struck the 
KOEPANG area; large fires resulted* 

Naval Liaison Officer at BOMBAY, INDIA 150645 reports damage resulting 
from explosions on ammunition ships in the BCMBAY area. 

17 April (Oahu date) 

Neutralisation of enenjy occupied atolls of the MARSHALLS (under CTF 57) 
continued on 16 April with strikes against WOTJE, MILLE, JALUIT and TAROA. A 
single searcher strafed radio tower on PINGELAP. Single searchers bombed PAKIN 
and ANT Islands, and bombed and strafed the radio tower on ULUL Island, 

SEARAVEN reports sinking one medium AK on 16 April in area just south of 
the BONINS. 

THRESHER bombarded OROLUK on 16 April with 30 rounds; also obtained good 
photo coverage of the area at ranges of less than 1000 yards; she struck a reef 
of SATAWAN with no apparent damage, 

BARB and STEELHEAD report that they coordinated to bombard RASA Island 
(midway between FORMOSA and the BONINS) on 16 April, 

On 16 April 20 B-24s (SoPao) bombed SATAWAN Island dropping 109 500 lb 
bombs; 20-25 hits were observed on the runway and in the personnel areas* Other 
SoPac air forces continued operations in support of the TOROKINA ground forces and 
continued to strike the RABAUL-BUKA areas; single snooper hit KAVIENG. ML NEW 
IRELAND airfields are reported unserviceable. 

Of 50 Japanese troops reported intrenched in the area to the east of the 
TOROKINA Perimeter, 43 were eliminated on 16 April; our casualties were 6 killed, 

8 wounded. 

Air strikes scheduled by SoWesPac air forces on 17 April were cancelled 
owing to adverse weather conditions; a single search plane hit WOLEAI dropping 
bombs on runway and supply area causing explosions and fires; one Tony was sighted 
on the runway; 20 Zeros were airborne. On 16 April 24 Liberators attacked stores 
and personnel areas on KAI Island; fires resulted. 



Australian and American land forces have joined at BOGADJIM. Patrols have 
operated to a point midway between BOGADJIM and MADANG without making enemy contact; 
natives report that since 10 April the Japs have been withdrawing to the westward. 
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18 April (Oahu date) 
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Neutralisation of enemy occupied atolls of the MARSHALLS by shore based 
aircraft (under CTF 57) continued on 17 April with strikes against WOTJE, MILLE, 
and TAROA. Six Mitchell’s struck PONAPE with 6 tons concentrated on the old 
airfield area. Two Ventura’s made a close photo reconnaissance of TAONGI ATOLL 
(300 miles southeast of WAKE); two tons were dropped in the radio station area 
of the most southerly island. Single searchers bombed PAKIN and ULUL. 


On 17 April STURGEON reports capture of 2 Japanese prisoners hiding in 
a motorboat 1 mile from a small Japanese craft which had been thoroughly shot 
up, was awash and had been abandoned. OfcO twi * °f wake) 

At 1246 on 18 April 14 B-24's (SoPac) hit SATAWAN ISLAND; 135 500-lb. 
bombs were dropped on the runway and revetment area; a large oil fire was started 
west of the runway. Partial photo coverage was obtained. Air strikes by 
SoPac forces against RABAUL were cancelled owing to adverse weather; instead, 37 
dive bombers escorted by 24 fighters hit personnel and supply areas along the 
NEW BRITAIN Coast to the east of RABAUL. Other SoPac air forces continued sup¬ 
port of ground forces in the T0R0KINA Area. 

In the Southwest Pacific, scheduled air strikes by 5th Air Force were 
cancelled owing to adverse weather. Heavy bombers from the 13th Air Force 
(operating from the ADMIRALTIES) hit W0LEAI on 17 April; explosions and fires 
were observed on the runway and in the supply areas. 

19 April (Oahu date) 

Land based air strikes (under CTF 57) continued with strikes on 18 April 
against MILLE, JALUIT, WOTJE and TAROA. PONAPE was also hit by 6 Mitchell's 
which dropped 6 tons on the new and old airfields, and sank 1 76-foot boat; by 
3 Liberator's which dropped 3 tons of GP bombs and 6 tons of incendiaries; and 
by 1 search plane which dropped 3 600-lb. bombs on buildings, and strafed gun 
positions. One Liberator hit the runway area of WAKE with 3 tons. 

Early on the morning of 19 April, 17 Liberator's dropped 19 tons of GP 
bombs and 27 tons of inoendiaries on MOEN barracks and airstrip, and on DUBLON 
TOWN and 0ANK0 Areas; large fires were observed on DUBLON, as well as numerous 
small fires and explosions; heavy AA fire was meager and inaccurate. 

HARDER, operating W0LEAI-SATA7/AN Area, reports sinking 1 FUBUKI Class de¬ 
stroyer on 13 April. On 17 April, she reports one hit on another FUBUKI destroyer 
and sinking one AK. 

On 19 April 21 SoPac Liberator’s struck SATAWAN ISLAND with 198 500-lb. 
bombs; bombing was described as excellent with an estimated 20 to 30 hits on the 
runway which was already well cratered; 2 fires were started. 

Other SoPac air forces continued to support our T0R0KINA ground forces, and 
to bomb the RABAUL-NEW IRELAND areas; tke> large#* concentrated bombing against 
RABAUL was carried out by 56 TBF'e and SBD’s operating from GREEN ISLAND. 
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19 April (Continued) 


Adverse weather on 19 April again prevented scheduled strikes ty 5th Air 
Force against WAKDE-HOLLANDIA Areas* An unspecified number of B-24's hit MANOK- 
WARI and UTERCM airdrome with unobserved results. An unspecified number of B-25's 
hit SOR VILLAGE (TIMOR) causing large fires. 

Heavy bombers from 13th Air Force (from MANUS) hit WOLEAI on 19 April for 
the second successive day; large fires resulted; neither AA fire nor fighter inter¬ 
ception was encountered. 


In the North Pacific, 3 11th Air Force Liberator's made an armed reconnais¬ 
sance flight over PARAMUSHIRU-SHIMUSHU Area; only 1 plane was able to drop its 
bombs, and results were unobserved; no photos were taken. 


20 April (Oahu date) 



Shore based aircraft (under CTF 57) continued on 19 April to neutralise 
enemy oocupied atolls of the MARSHALLS by striking WOTJE, MILLE, JALUIT and 
TARQA. PONAPE was also hit by 6 Mitchell's which dropped 5 tons on the new air¬ 
field and revetments. Twelve B-24's dropped 12 tons on WAKE; reporting 6C$ of 
bombs in target area; also a special search B-24 dropped 12 500-lb. incendiary 
clusters in the fuel area on PEALE ISLAND starting fires. A single searcher 
dropped two 500-lb. incendiary dusters each on UJELANG ATOLL and ANT and PAKIN 
ISLANDS. 


TAM30R reports small Jap craft, encountered northwest of WAKE, was shelled, 
boarded and searched. The craft was left afire and with pilothouse awash. The 
second officer was taken prisoner; all other personnel found were killed. A pack¬ 
age of mail and a green covered book were recovered. This oraft is the same one 
referred to in the STURGEON'S report contained in summary 18 April. 

FINBACK reports shelling OROLUK on 16 April. 

On 19 April, SoPac air forces concentrated 52 SBD's and TBF's against 
RABAUL, dropping 35 tons on supply areas and gun positions; photos showed the 
entire supply areas covered with smoke from many fires. 22 B-25’s also hit the 
RABAUL area with 132 500-lb. bombs, claiming destruction of 25 buildings in burn¬ 
ing out 4 areas. 17 dive bombers supported by 4 fighters patrolled the T0R0KINA 
Perimeter. 


ComSoPao reports indicate that some Japs still remain in the areas to the 
north and east of our TORCKINA Perimeter, with patrols clashing in those areas 
on 18 April. We landed tanks at MAVAVIA (East sector) to support aotion against 
an unestimated number of Japs in that area. 

Scheduled strikes by Southwest Pacific air forces on April 20 were again 
prevented by poor weather; only diversionary strafing attacks were made along 
the north NEW GUINEA Coast. The 13th Air Force (from MANUS) sent 3 squadrons 
of heavy bombers against WOLEAI, reporting destruction of parked planes, damage 
to runway and starting several fires. 
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21 April (Oahu date) 




Landings by 24th and 41st Infantry Divisions at TANAHMERAH BAY, HUMBOLDT 
BAY and AITAPE were completely successful and on schedule on 22 April (K). No 
opposition was encountered at TANAHMERAH and HUMBOLDT BAY; only slight opposition 
was encountered at AITAPE. All LST‘s were on the beach by 0806 (K). Our casual¬ 
ties to 0900 (K) were 1 killed, 4 wounded; 15 Japs were killed and 100 NEI natives 
were captured. By 1000 (K) both sides of the entrance to JOTEFA BAY had been 
captured. The air cover and naval bombardment of all beaches was reported as 
excellent; convoys arrived off-shore without incident. No enemy air reaction 
had been noted up to noon 22 April (k). 


Neutralisation of enemy oooupied atolls of the MARSHALLS continued on 20 
April with strikes (under CTF 57) against 1T0TJE, TAROA and JALUIT. WOTJE was 
severely pounded by 11 B-24's and 20 Dauntlesses, escorted by 25 fighters, with 
39^- tons causing large explosions and several fires in the magazine areas; one 
fighter was lost. PONAPE was also hit by 6 Mitchell’s which dropped 6 tons on the 
old and new airfields; large fires resulted. 


The atolls of ERIKUB and AUR have been reconnoitered without Jap opposition. 
Reconnaissance of UJELANG is now in progress. 

At 180045 OCT, 5 Army Liberator's and 5 Navy PB4Y's, under CTF 57, executed 
an armed reconnaissance over the MARIANAS; pictures were taken and 21 100-lb. 
bombs were dropped on TINIAN and SAIPAN. Numerous planes were seen on the air¬ 
field; a new field was under construction on SAIPAN. 8 to 10 ships (2 possible 
warships) were in TANAPAG HARBOR at SAIPAN. Of 25 intercepting fighters, 1 was 
shot down with 1 other probable. Enemy radar pioked up the group 65 miles out 
and tracked during the last 25 miles. One Liberator was missing, 1 PB4Y was 
damaged. 


From 181600 GCT to 181830 GCT, 9 Liberator's (under CTF 57) bombed TRUK, 
dropping 9 tons on MOEN, ETEN and DUBLON; 76# of the bombs were reported in the 
target area. 

In the South Pacific, 24 B-25's struck MATUPI ISLAND on 20 April, dropping 
144 500-lb. bombs; large fires and heavy smoke resulted. 41 SBD's and TBF's 
(from GREEN IS.) hit supply and personnel areas in KABANGA BAY; good coverage 
was reported. Poor weather frustrated other strikes. 

The^Sth Air Force successfully hit objectives in NEW GUINEA on 20 April 
dropping ei-wtons. All four WEVIAK airstrips were rendered unserviceable by 
54 heavy bombers. The TADJI-AITAPE areas were thoroughly bombed and strafed by 
31 heavy, 47 medium and 71 attack bombers. 

The 13th Air Force (from MANUS ISLAND) suooessfully hit WOLEAI on 20 April; 
details are not available. 


An unspecified number of heavy bombers operating from DARWIN attacked the 
airstrip on NOEMFOOR ISLAND; 4 fighters unsuccessfully intercepted. 

/. iN 



19 


m 


DECLASSIFIED 

Authority: E012958, as amended 
HQ USEUCOM 








22 April (Oahu date) 


DECLASSIFIED 

Authority: E0 12958, as amended 
HQ USEUCOM 


r\ 


The RECKLESS Operation progresses satisfactorily. By 1242 on 22 April 
(K), the TANAHMERAH Forces had reached a point 3 miles south of DERAPRE; our 
casualties were 2 wounded. By 1500, same date, the HUMBOLDT BAY Force had 
occupied the east, west and north sides of JAUTEFA BAY; our losses were 5 killed; 
the Japs lost 25 killed. The AITAPE Force had captured half of the TADJI air¬ 
drome by early afternoon of 22 April (K); our losses were 3 killed, 14 wounded; 
the Japs lost 25 killed and 15 captured. On 22 April (K) support of the TADJI 
landing was furnished by attack bombers; diversionary attacks were made by heavy, 
medium and attack bombers in the WEWAK-HANSA BAY areas. On 23 April (K) heavy 
bombers hit the WEWAK airdromes; 3 squadrons of B-24s, 4 squadrons of B-25s, and 
4 squadrons of A-20s hit the HANSA BAY area; 3 squadrons of fighters provided 
air cover. 


Shore based aircraft (under CTF 57) continued on 21 April to strike 
enemy occupied atolls of the MARSHALLS; those hit were MILLE, MALOELAP, JALUIT 
and WOTJE. PONAPE was also hit by 5 Mitchells which dropped 4 tons of bombs on 
the runways of both airfields, and damaging installations at the old airfield. 

TRUK was hit on 21 April by 6 B-24's (under CTF 57) and by 21 B-24 ’b 
from GREEN ISLAND (SoPac). Bombs were dropped on the Islands of DUBLON, ETEN 
and MOEN. Hits were obtained on runway and dispersal areas of MOEN causing 
large fires and Beveral explosions. Results of damage to DUBLON and ETEN 
had not been determined at time of report. 

A search plane (under CTF 57) destroyed 3 small AXs and damaged 2 
at RUO ISLAND (HALL ISLAND Group); another search plane destroyed a small 
AK and damaged a small AK and a 175 ton patrol vessel at MURILU ISLAND (HALL 
ISLAND Group). 

SoPac air forces continued to strike RABAUL-East NEW IRELAND Areas; and 
to operate in support of our TOROKINA ground forces; 48 TBFs and SBDs concentra¬ 
ted against KAVTENG. 

Other action of SoWesPac air forces included a strike on 21 April by 
7 PBYs against BALIKPAPAN, and a strike, same date, by 15 B-24a against N0EMF00R. 

The MOKERANG airstrip on LOS NEGROS Island will be complete to 8,000 ft. 
by 21 April, and will be ready to receive the 307th Bombardment Group on 25 April. 

At 191242 GCT the liberty ship JOHN STRAUB (operated by Alaska Steamship 
Company for the account of WSA and allocated to the Army), after a violent 
explosion, sank in 54-15 N, 163-30 W (100 miles east of DUTCH HARBOR). Cargo 
included 9.000 drums of 80 octane gasoline stowed below decks, plus 25,000 drums 
of diesel fuel. The disaster was believed not due to enemy action. 15 survivors 
were picked up by the USS ALBUQUERQUE, which arrived on the scene approximately 
10 hours after the ship sank. 
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23 April (Oahu date) 

Reports indicate that the RECKLESS Operation continues to progress most 
favorably and entirely according to schedule with only minor opposition being 
encountered and with only few casualties being suffered by our forces. The 
TANAHMERAH BAY force haB adv&noed past PAIPAU Village (about 3 miles inland) 
on the road toward the airfield areas; this force is being supported by artil¬ 
lery, In the HUMBOLDT and AITAPE areas the land force commanders have assumed 
command. The HUMBOLDT BAY force had no difficulty in reaching its first objec¬ 
tive phaaeline whioh extended approximately 2^- miles inland. The AITAPE force 
has completed the seizure of the landing strips, one of which has been reported 
ready for operation. To support the attack in the AITAPE Area, the outlying 
islands of TUMLEO and SELEO were oocupied without opposition. TF 58 continued 
to support the operation; however, owing to negligible enemy resistance and to 
the absence of suitable targets, planes were on a standby status on Dog plus one 
day. The force exeouted intermittent strikes against WAKDE and SAWAR. A olose 
reconnaissance indicates that the HOLLANDIA airfields have been abandoned; many 
wreoked planes were on the 3 fields. Coordinating its efforts with those of 
TF 58, the Fifth Air Foroe continued heavy diversionary attacks against the 
WEWAK and HANSA BAY Areas; a total of 193 bombers dropped 348 tons of bombs and 
expended 150,000 rounds of 50 caliber ammunition and 136 76mm shells; all four 
WEWAK airstrips were kept unserviceable; all escape routes from the two areas 
were heavily bombed. 

Shore based aircraft (under CTF 57) continued neutralization of enemy oc¬ 
cupied atolls of the MARSHALLS by striking WOTJE, MILLE and TAROA. PONAPE was 
hit by 6 Mitchell's whioh dropped 4^ tons on the LANGAR ISLAND barracks area 
and on the old airfield; fires and explosions resulted. Two B-24's having been 
diverted from the TRUK strike hit PONAPE. 


From 231319 GOT to 231619 GCT 19 B-24's (under CTF 57) were over TRUK bomb¬ 
ing the airfields on ETEN, MOEN and PARAM ISLANDS; explosions and fires were 
observed in all areas. From 221607 to 221741 GCT 17 B-24’s (from SoPac) were 
over TRUK concentrating on the seaplane base, tank farm area and the west and 
oentral part of the town on ETEN* damage was also inflicted on DUBLON and PARAM. 

A Central Pacific search plane bombed the radio station on UUOL ISLAND. 
Another sighted 10 men in 4 rafts about 300 miles NNE of TRUK; these are thought 
to be the crew members of a missing B-24; rescue operations are underway. 

In the South Pacific adverse weather again restricted air operations; major 
aotivity was restricted to the bombing of TALILI by 21 dive bombers (operating 
from GREEN ISLAND) escorted by 9 fighters and to a strike by 24 B-25's against 
the island of MATUPI. A minor strike was made against the TOBERA airfield. 

Ground activity in the TORCKINA area was restricted to patrol oontaots in 
the sector NE of the perimeter where Jap mortar and rifle fire was encountered. 


Other activity of Southwest Paoifio air forces included a strike against 
the 2 airstrips on NOEMFOOR on 22 April by 22 B-24's; and to a strike same date 
against WOLEAI by an unspecified number of B-24's. 
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The RECKLESS Operation continues to progress favorably and according to 
schedule. The TANAHMERAH BAY Force continuing its advance, reached a point 5 
miles from the airdrome area; artillery which supports this force is shelling 
CYCLOPS airdrome, easternmost of the 3 fields. The HUMBOLDT BAY Force has ad¬ 
vanced to within 2 miles of the east end of SENTANI LAKE. The AITAPE Force having 
seized the landing strips, proceeds towards the village of AITAPE. The island of 
ALI whioh lies off AITAPE has been occupied. 5th Air Force continued their diver¬ 
sionary attacks in support of RECKLESS by heavy strikes against WEWAK airdromes, 
and against personnel and storage areas in the HANSA BAY region. A PB4Y attacked 
3 small AKs and small craft on 23 April killing many Japs and leaving 2 freighters 
badly damaged. 

ft 

At 1940(K) 23 April a single Jap plane bombed the landing beach in the 
HUMBOLDT BAY area; serious fires which resulted were not under control until 24 
hours after the bombing. 

Owing to adverse beaching conditions at TANAHMERAH BAY, 3 supply echelons 
for that area have been diverted to HUMBOLDT BAY. 

P-38s and P-47s oommenoed operating from TADJI airdrome on 23 April. 

Delayed report of operations of TF 58 on D-l states that scheduled 
strikes against HOLLANDIA, WAKDE and SAWAR neutralized all airfields in those 
areas. 101 enemy planes were destroyed and 17 damaged. Fuel, ammunition, and 
supplies were destroyed; 2 AKs, several barges, and small craft were sunk. 


WHALE, operating in the EAST CHINA SEA reports sinking 1 medium AK. 


Reconnaissance of UJELANG was carried out on 22-23 April; during the 
operation 18 Japs were killed. 

The destroyers BENHAM and UHLMANN, while operating with the ESSEX 80 
miles southwest of PEARL, collided at 2150 24 April; the UHLMANN had both fire- 
rooms and #1 engine room flooded; casualties were 2 dead, 3 slightly injured. 

Night of 23-24 April, 17 B-24s (SoPac) hit TRUK; results unreported. 
Weather continued to hamper operations of SoPac air forces; all scheduled 
strikes were cancelled except for 2 fighter-bomber strikes against RABAUL. 

At noon 23 April, 23 Liberators (SWPac) attacked WOLEAI. Of 25 to 30 
intercepting planes 17 were destroyed; one B-24 was lost. A pre-dawn strike on 
23 April by 17 B-24s against TRUK caused many fires and explosions on the islands 
of ETEN and PARAM. 

f ,UAV 
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RECKLESS Operation continues to progress most favorably. The AITAPE 
Force having seised the airstrips continued their advanoe and occupied TADJI 
VILLAGE on 24 April; up to that time the Japs had lost 102 killed and 17 cap¬ 
tured; 1 squadron of P-40's is now based at the TADJI Airdrome and is furnish¬ 
ing air cover for the HOLLANDIA Operations. The HUMBOLDT BAY Force has con¬ 
tinued its advance against medium opposition centered at the northeast tip of 
SENTANI LAKE; utilizing amphibious craft a force crossed the lake and seized 
CYCLOPS Airdrome at 1430 (K) 25 April; during this advance 100 Japs were killed. 
The TANAHMERAH BAY Foroe continues its advanoe to the southeast and expects to 
occupy the HOLLANDIA Airdrome by April 25 (K). Scheduled air strikes in support 
of RECKLESS were weathered out on 24 April except for a strike by 12 Mitchells 
against the suspected escape route leading westward from the southwest edge of 
SENTANI LAKE. The only enemy air action reported was an attaok by 12 torpedo 
bombers at 2045 (K) 25 April against a DD in position 20 miles north of HLMBOLDT 
BAY; the ship sustained no damage. 

Australian forces occupied MADANG on the afternoon of 24 April (K) after 
defeating small rear guard forces south of the town. 

A delayed report from CTF 57 announces continuation of strikes on 23 
April against MILLE, JALTJIT, TAROA, WOTJE and PONAPE; in addition TAONGI Atoll 
was bombed and strafed by 3 Venturas. On the following day strikes of greater 
intensity continued against the same objectives; the heaviest strike waB directed 
at WOTJE by 23 B-24's, 11 B-2B’s and 23 Marine Corsairs which dropped a total 
of 09 tons and strafed with 23.000 rounds of ammunition. 

ComPhotRon 3 reports to CTF 57 at 252235 (K) that photo coverage of GUAM 
waB accomplished. Airfields were observed on OROTE PENINSULA and east of AGANA 
(a field not previously reported). Planes were observed on both fields; fighters 
took off from OROTE, but did not intercept. 

DRUM, operating in the Southwest Pacific Area (SOUTH CHINA SEA), during 
March and April reports obtaining 3 hits from 24 torpedoes fired, and damaging 
one large AK and 2 small AK’6 for a total of 11,000 tons. 

On 24 April, 15 B-24»s (SoPac) hit TRUK with 90 500-lb. GP and inoendiary 
bombs, concentrating against the Islands of DUBLON, MOEN, FEFAN, UMAN and FALO; 
results were unobserved owing to undercast. Other SoPac air forces continued 
strikes against the RARAUL Area and against the BORPOP Airdrome, NEW IRELAND. 

TOROEINA ground forces clashed with an enemy force in the sector 3 miles 
east of our Perimeter; 46 Japs were killed; our losses were 3 killed, 3 wounded. 

In the North Pacific an armed reconnaissance by 4 PV’s and 1 B-24 was 
made over PARAMUSIIIRU on 24 April; bombs were dropped and photographing was 
accomplished; results were unobserved. 
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From 250941 to 251712 GCT 16 B-24 ’b (under CTF 57) were over TRUK, concentra¬ 
ting 37 tons of fragmentation dusters against the islands of PARAM, ETEN, MOEN, 
and DUBLON; explosions occurred on PARAM and DUBLON. During the same period 3 
B-24»6 dropped 6 % tons of fragmentation clusters on the old air strip and the town 
at PONAPE. A single searcher bombed the new airfield on ALET ISLAND, PULUWAT ATOLL, 
starting fires. 


TRIGGER reports attacking a northbound 5-ship, 5-esoort convoy east of PALAU 
on night 25-26 April; sark 4 Marua and 1 DD; remnants of convoy headed back toward 
MALAKAL PASS. 

SEAHORSE reports attacking a 4-ship, 4-escort convoy at 161516 GCT SW of 
TINIAN; sank 1 large AX. Also reports sinking 1 RO Clas submarine on 20 April. 

BLUEGILL, operating in Southwest Pacific Area, reports 1 positive hit and 1 
probable hit in a MOGAMI Class cruiser at S0NS0R0L ISLANDS (.190 miles SW of PALAU) 
.t *70100 OR. 

On the night of 25-26 April, 19 B-24's (SoPac), staged from GREEN ISLAND, 
bombed TRUK ATOLL; details are unreported. Other SoPac air activities included 
176 sorties against landing fields in the RABAUL Area, 10 sorties against the 
KAVIENG Area, and 28 sorties against the BOUGAINVILLE-BUKA Area. 






On 25 April, in the North Pacific Area, 4 PV’s and 3 B-24's made an armed 
reconnaissance over the KURILES; results were unobserved. 

No late reports on progress of RECKLESS have been reoeived; AITAPE force 
reports capturing (on D-day) a radio station, 13 trucks, and many stores at TADJI. 
While TIMLEO ISLAND was occupied without opposition, Cora7thFleet reports that a 
patrol met some opposition. A report states that 25 destroyed planes were found 
on the TADJI air strips. The main air strikes scheduled for support of RECKLESS 
were cancelled owing to poor weather; however, 8 squadrons of A-20's bombed and 
strafed the 4 WEWAK airdromes# spreading destruction and oausing fires among ap¬ 
parently repairable planes on the runways; 60 tons of 500-lb. bombs and 100,000 
rounds of .50 caliber ammunition were expended. The 13th Air Force attaoked 
WOLEAI, but results were unreported. 

Australian land patrols found the MADANG air strip badly cratered and free of 
Japs on 23 April. Investigation indicates that the enemy evacuated the MADANG Area 
over a month ago. 

A search plane, operating on 24 April 10 miles east of SORONG, sank 1 SC, 
beached another and destroyed 10 troop-laden barges. 

TF 58 completed direct support missions on D plus 2 Day. WAKDE was neutralised 
each day by daily bombing and by maintenance of fighter patrol over the area. All 
bombings by planes of TF 58 were directed by oontrol parties ashore. The Task 
Force has refueled, and stands by in the general vicinity of Equator-150 E. Until 
further directed, the foroe will attempt interception of enemy flights toward our 
forces, and will provide cover against enemy surface forces. Thus far, our ships 
have suffered no damage. 
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27 April (Oahu date) 




Task Foroe 58 announces plans for strikes against TRUK, PONAPE, and 
SATAWAN during its return trip to the MARSHALLS (West longitude dates). The 
force will strike TRUK from the southwest for 2 days starting at dawn 29 April. 

It will bombard with cruisers and strike SATAWAN on 30 April. It will bombard 
with battleships and strike PONAPE on 1 May. 

No activity by CenPac air forces was reported. 

On 27 April 16 B-24s (SoPac) hit TRUK concentrating on the islands of 
DUBLON and ETEN. The DUBLON seaplane base and the central part of the town were 
bombed effectively, with fires and explosions being observed. A large fuel fire 
was started near the ETEN air strip. Other SoPac air force operations included 
strikes against the RABAUL-KAVTENG areas and a fighter sweep in the BOUGAINVILLE- 
BUKA area. 


A SoPac searcher bombed SATAWAN runway; the runway was observed to be 
unserviceable with over 30 unrepaired craters. 


CinCSWPac considers RECKLESS Operation to have been virtually completed. 
The HOLLANDIA and TADJT airfields are now in our hands. An estimated 1800 Japs 
remain scattered throughout the area with an effort being made to escape to the 
southwest. Enemy air action continues to remain negligible. 


Australian troops announced occupation of ALEXISHAFEN. 


28 April (Oahu date) 



Shore based aircraft (under CTF 57) continued on 26 April and on 27 April 
the neutralising air strikes against enemy occupied atolls of the MARSHALLS and 
against PONAPE. 


On the night of 26-27 April 20 B-24's (under CTF 57) bombed the important 
islands of TRUK Atoll, dropping 30 tons of GP bombs and 24 tons of incendiaries. 
Two B-24’s which did not reach TRUK bombed PONAPE. 


In the South Pacifio unfavorable weather again curtailed air operations 
on 28 April. The only activities reported were strikes by 2 squadrons of B-25's 
against RAPOPO and VUNAPOPE airfields in the RABAUL Area. 

On the night of 27 April the ETAMIN (AK 93) was seriously damaged at 
AITAPE when 1 of 3 attacking enemy planes dropped 1 medium bomb on the number 5 
hatoh; 1 of the attacking planes was shot down; we suffered 8 known personnel 
casualties. Com7thFleet reports that on May 3rd the HOLLANDIA airstrip (4500 
feet long) will be ready for fighterB. 

On the night of 27-28 April and during the day of 28 April, 5th Air Force 
bombers conducted eatensive and effective air strikes against WAKDE, SAWAR, BIAK, 
and WOLEAI. 11 B-24's and 21 B-26’s caused large explosions and started fires on 
WAKDE; many planes were destroyed on the ground. 35 B-25's and 36 B-24’s heavily 
hit AA positions and personnel and storage areas on SAWAR. 47 B-24’s started many 
fires and explosions on BIAK where many grounded planes were reported destroyed* 
of 8-10 fighters, 3 were shot down with 2 other probables. 23 B-24's bombednq 
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the runway and dispersal areas on WOLEAI. Other air activity included fighter 
sweeps along the NEW GUINEA Coast from CAPE CROISILLES to WEWAK; P-3S’s and 
P-^’s participated. 


Thus far, effective bombing of the WEWAK Area has forestalled any enemy 
attempt to land planes in that area; all four airfields remain unserviceable. 

The only ground activity reported in the HOLLANDIA Area consisted of 
sniper fire which our patrols encountered from scattered enemy groups. 
Missionaries report that on 22 March 2800 Japs passed AITAPE headed toward 
WEWAK. 

J v* 

29 April (Oahu date) 

Shore baBed aircraft (under CTF 57) continued neutralisation of enemy 
oocupied atolls of the MARSHALLS by strikes against JALUIT and TAROA. Strikes 
were also made against PONAPE and against TAONGI• 

18 B-24's (under CTF 57) bombed the important islands of TRUK ATOLL 
on the night of 28-29 April. 

In the South Paclfio all air strikes against the POHAPEr area were can¬ 
celled because of adverse weather on 28 April. The only air aotivity reported 
consisted of strikes in the BUKA-BOUGAINVILLE Area and the uBual fighter sweeps 
along the coast of BOUGAINVILLE. A single searcher hit KAVIENG. 

On 29 April, 6 B-24's and 18 B-25’s bombed the WAKDE Area and 16 B-25's 
hit SARAMI just to the westward of WAKDE. A-20's struck the WEWAK Area and re¬ 
ported the 4 airfields in that area as still unserviceable. A-20 , s also attacked 
the SEPIK RIVER Area (60 miles east of WEWAK). B-25's bombed TIMOR. On 28 April 
7 B-25’s bombed JAPAN ISLAND (northwest NEW GUINEA) where 16 enemy planes were 
destroyed on the ground; 10 Jap planes attempted interception but were unsuccess¬ 
ful. 


Com7thFleet reports that early on the morning of 26 April a blue sub 
attaoked a southbound convoy of 7 AK’s and 8 escorts off northwest tip of LUZON 
and sank 4 AK’s and damaged 1; on the following 2 days the sub sank 2 trawlers. 
CTG 17.15 (Wolfpack) reportB an attack at 30000iD GCT against a ten-ship convoy 
in position 18-30 N, 119-20 E (SOUTH CHINA SEA) and sinking 2 ships and damaging 
3; the remainder of the convoy was believed enroute MANILA. 

On 28 April planes from the South Pacific attacked 2 friendly PT boats 
off the northeast coast of NEW BRITAIN; the boats were sunk and 2 of the attack¬ 
ing planes were shot down; several boat personnel were reported as killed or 
missing; a Dumbo plane rescued 13 survivors of the 2 PT boats. 

In the HOLIjANDIA Area our ground forces are encountering no opposition 
except from scatterod remnants of Japanese forces which have taken to the nearby 
mountains. Muoh war material has been captured; this includes aircraft engines, 
and gasoline. A blue force landed at DAM7A (10-15 miles west of TANEHMERAH BAY). 
The purpose of this landing was to intercept Japanese forces which are believed 
to be retreating from the HOLLANDIA Area via the trail which leads from the 
southwest tip of SENTANI LAKE to the westward, thence northward to DAMTA. 

ibio 
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29 April (continued) 


Intelligence estimates indicate that the enemy force intends to withdraw 
SABI I. 


Reports state that the Jap forces have evacuated the 60-mile coastal 
region which borders on JACQUINOT BAY. The total enemy casualties in the 
AIMIRALTIES is reported as 3,088 killed. Our patrols are operating to the north 
of ALEXISHAFEN and have made no enemy contacts. ^ 

30 April (Oahu date) ' '''• 


Central Pacific shore-based aircraft continued on 29 April the neutralisa¬ 
tion of enemy occupied atolla of the MARSHALLS,and PONAPE. A searoh plane re¬ 
ported damaging a probable CL anchored NE of ETEN ISLAND (TRUK); 3 1000-lb GP 
bombs were dropped. 


On 29 April SoPac air forces concentrated with 151 sorties against air 
fields and supply areas in the RABAUL sector; SBD's, TBF's and B-25’s partici¬ 
pated. Fighter sweeps were conducted along the coasts of BOUGAINVILLE, BUKA 
and NEW IRELAND. 12 SBD's patrolled the TOROKINA perimeter. 


BLUEGILL reports attacking 3 ship, 2 esoort convoy in area about 250 
miles W of PALAU on 30 April; 2 or 3 hits were obtained; one ship was left 
sinking and blazing furiously. 


Being again hampered by poor weather, the only major air strike in the 
SWPac area on 30 April (K) was executed by 23 B-24's of the 13th Air Foroe 
against TOLEAI. Other air activity included strikes by B-25's and A-20*s against 
the WEWAK area, by P-47's and P-38's against the HANSA BAY area, and by 7 B-24's 
against N0EMF00R. 3 PB4Y's, reoonnoitering GEELVINK BAY area, were intercepted 
by 15-18 enemy fighters who attacked with aerial bombs; 6 attacking planes were 
shot down; 2 of our bombers were damaged. 


Ground action in the HOLLANDIA-AITAPE area continues on a small scale. 
Of 200 Japs encountered, 7 miles SW of TADJI, 59 were killed, and the remainder 
retreated. An enemy strong point NE of HOLLANDIA Airdrome has been reduoed; 79 
of 150 Japs were killed. The known Jap dead, to include 29 April, totals 970. 
Our air transports are landing on the CYCLOPS Airdrome. 


On 29 April sin Austral ism land patrol reached REMPI RIVER (7 miles north 
of ALEXISHAFEN), no enemy contact was reported. 

Advance echelon of GHQ, SWPA, closed at PORT MORESBY 1800 K 1 May; opened 
same hour same date at BRISBANE. 

3 PV's and 1 B-24 on 29 April carried out armed reconnaissance over the 
KURILES; results were unobserved. 

/ (V^ 
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TF 58's strike on TRUK on 29 and 30 April resulted in 66 enemy planes being 
down^ and 60 destroyed on the ground; of these, 5 were shot down by ships gunfire. 
Only one Jap plane was encountered on the second day. Operating against intense 
AA fire, and under a low ceiling, our forces dropped 800 tons of bombs which caused 
extensive damage to shore installations; much shipping will be required to reestab¬ 
lish the base. No important ships were encountered. One submarine was believed 
definitely sunk by the MACDONOUGH (DD). Cruisers bombarded SATAWAN for two hours 
on 30 April; except for statement that bombardment "caused havoc", details are 
lacking. Battleships bombarded and our carriers hit PONAPE on 1 May; results are 
unreported. Our losses were about 20 pilots and 15 crewmen, some of whom were 
recovered by the "courageous and efficient TANG to whom we are most grateful"; 
our ships suffered no damage. On the last day off HOLLANDIA (26 April), at the 
convergence of Jap search areas from 3 bases, the force shot down 5 enemy search 
planes; Jap aviation personnel with some important papers were recovered. 

On 30 April shore-base aircraft (under CTF 57) continued neutralization of 
enemy occupied atolls of the MARSHALLS. 42 B-24's hit WAKE with 94 tons, causing 
a large explosion on the north end of the island; there was no interception; two 
of our planes were slightly damaged by AA fire. 

On 30 April SoPac air forces flew 139 sorties against gun positions and 
supply areas in the RABAUL seetor; SBD's, TBF’s, and fighter bombers participated. 
62 sorties (B-25's and P-39's) were flown against BORPOP, and other NEW IRELAND 
targets. Fighter sweeps were also conducted along the BUKA-BOUGAINVILLE coasts. 

BLUEGILL reports sinking an additional AK from the convoy previously re¬ 
ported (Summary, 30 April) W of PALAU. 

HAKE, operating in SWPac (S China Sea) during latter part of March,and 
April, reports sinking 2 AO's for a total of 20,405 tons, and damaging 1 6000- 
ton AK. 


The 5th Air Force on 30 April continued aggressive sweeps in the HANSA BAY- 
WEWAK areas, attacking bridges, stores, and personnel areas. On 29 April a PB4Y 
search plane obtained a 500-lb bomb hit on a large AK off GEELVINK BAY; the plane 
was later forced down at sea. 

Com 7th Fit reports that increased fighter interception N of GEELVINK BAY 
indicates arrival of numerous enemy air reinforcements at Western NEW GUINEA air¬ 
fields. 


Our ground forces in the HOLLANDIA - AITAPE areas are reported to be opera¬ 
ting against almost no opposition. The HOLLANDIA airfield will be operational on 
2 May. 
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2 May (Oahu date) 


SoPac air forces, employing SBD’s and TBF’s flew 113 sorties against the 
RABAUL area on 1 May, concentrating against gun positions, runways and buildings 
on TOBERA airdrome; 2 of our planes were lost, and 7 damaged. 12 SBD’s attacked 
gun positions on the BUKA coast. 24 P-39’s and 8 P-40's conducted fighter sweeps 
along the SE coast of BOUGAINVILLE. 

Heavy strikes by SWPac air forces were prevented by adverse weather on 
1 May. Activity was limited to coastal shipping strikes by 8 B-25's in the SARMI- 
TAKAR area, the bombing of MOKMER airdrome (BIAK IS) by 2 B-24’s J and to bombing 
and strafing attacks in the WEWAK-HANSA BAY area by medium and attack bombers, 
and fighters; there was no enemy interception over any of the targets, and we suf¬ 
fered no loss of planes or casualties. 

JCS 012144Z (pink) establishes a basis for uniform understanding by all 
concerned of the command relationships involved in staging, mounting, and opera¬ 
ting force8 in one theater from bases in an adjacent theater. 

JCS 030237Z (pink) directs Stillwell to prepare plans for employment of 
air forces under his command to operate in support of our advance to FORMOSA from 
the MARIANAS-PALAU-MINDANAO line in February 1945, by neutralizing enemy air action 
against that advance; and to furnish such indirect support as is practicable for 
the attack on MINDANAO in November 1944; plans to be coordinated with CinCPOA and 
CinCSWPA. 

CinCPOA 302317/54(April) announces establishment MARSHALL ISLANDS Sub-Area, 
said CinCPOA serial 00039 effective 1 May; assigns Rear Admiral Alva Bernhard as 
Sub-Area Commander. 



3 May (Oahu date) 


Central Pacific shore based aircraft continued on 1-2 May neutralization of 
enemy occupied atolls of the MARSHALLS. On 1 May 18 B-24s hit the major islands 
of TRUK Atoll with 50g tons of bombs. On the same date 1 B-24 hit PONAPE dropping 
3 tons in the town area. 

CTF 57 reports that daily reconnaissance of NAURU for ships and planes has 
been negative; photo of 4 April showed construction at northern airfield to have 
been abandoned; the 2 southern fields appear to be operational; moderate heavy 
and intense medium AA fire has been encountered. The reconnaissance of OCEAN on 
7 March was negative; no activity was noted and no AA fire was encountered; search 
planes will continue to cover OCEAN periodically. 

Peterson Wolfpack (PARCHE, BANG, TINOSA) operating south of FORMOSA reports 
at 041315 GCT the annihilation of a northbound convoy in a coordinated attack 
which sank 1 AO, 5 AKs, and 1 DD and damaged 2 AKs; PARCHE has 10 torpedoes remain¬ 
ing; BANG and TINOSA have expended all torpedoes and are departing from the area. 

SKATE, operating SE of KYUSHU reports attacking an 8500 ton Maru at 030822 
GCT, course 342, speed 14; sound results indicated at least 2 hits and the Maru 
was believed to have been sunk, though unobserved; 1 large Maru with 

2 escorts remain in the c- U 
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GUAVINA, operating in the BONINS area reports destroying 1 trawler by gun- 
tire on 22 April, sinking with 3 hits one large AK on 25 April, and sinking on 
26 April with 5 hits 2 medium Marus• Submarine was depth charged without damage. 
At 040953 GOT sighted well lighted hospital ship heading NW, posit 26-45N, 142-30E; 
also sighted across CHICHISHIMA smoke from at least 3 ships which approached from 
the northward and were believed to have entered the harbor at 040100 GOT. 

HALIBUT, operating NE of FORMOSA reports sinking 1 medium AK, 1 coastal 
mine layer, and 1 sampan; and damaging 2 medium Marus; KUMESHIMA was bombarded. 
Action with fleet of cargo sampans wounded 3 men, 1 with possible intestinal wound; 
commanding officer suggests rendezvous with surgeon from MIDWAY. 

On 2 May SoPac air forces flew 160 sorties (92 SBDs and TBFs, 24 B-25s, 44 
fighter-bombers) against the airfields and supply areas in the RABAUL sector. 

38 sorties (11 SBDs, 27 P-39s) were flown against targets in the BOUGAINVILLE- 
BUKA area. A fighter sweep was also made along the east coast of NEW IRELAND. 

8 SBDs patrolled the TOROKINA perimeter. 


On 2 May SWPac air forces maintained unserviceable the WEWAK and BORAM 
airdromes by a strike employing 23 B-24s which dropped 184 1000-lb bombs; 45 A-20s 
lead by 4 B-25s bombed dispersal areas at these airdromes dropping 253 500-lb 
bombs; supply dumps were hit and several small fires started. Bivouac and supply 
dumps on KAIRTRU ISLAND were bombed and straffed by 31 A-20s which expended 27§ 
tons of 500—lb bombs and 2400 rounds of ammunition; many buildings and huts were 
hit and 2 large fires were started. No enemy opposition was encountered in the 
WEWAK area. 21 A-20s bombed and straffed personnel and supply areas in the HANSA 
BAY sector. WAKDE and MAFFIN were bombed and straffed by 8 B-25s. P-47s and 

P-39s continued to patrol over the WEWAK area; they attacked targets of opportunity 
from HANSA BAY to ULIGAN HARBOR; huts, motor trucks and buildings were damaged 
and small fires were started. 

_ fU-TT, WiMvr-u, atiA crtV\e.r ~*-n« 

PBAKL **r ‘JAW PdijUv.c*. ’ 

4 May (Oahu date) 



Central Pacific shore based aircraft continued on 3 May with neutralization 
of enemy occupied atolls of the MARSHALLS and PONAPE. 8 Navy medium bombers hit 
the southern airfields on NAURU dropping 8 3/4 tons of bombs on runways and bar¬ 
racks areas. 


CoraBomRonM9 (Commander Miller) entered TRUK Lagoon on 29 April and dropped 
2 1000-pound bombs within 15 feet of a light cruiser anchored northeast of ETEN; 
the cruiser was blown from the water, turned 90° from its original position, and 
listed badly to the starboard; the ship is believed to have been sunk. 


At 050822 GCT HADDOCK reports witnessing destruction by TUNA of Jap 
sampan which was enroute to WAKE on morning of 4 May; the craft blew up immedi¬ 
ately. The HADDOCK and TUNA made a thorough coordinated search of the floating 
wreckage which yielded numerous books and documents, some of which are red 
covered. Of prisoners now aboard the HADDOCK, 1 badly wounded may be an officer. 
The TUNA suffered one casualty by drowning. Prisoners state that the craft was 
the WAOTIKIMA MARU (87 tons) enroute from the BONINS to an unknown destination. 

It is reasonably certain that the craft was unable to get out a radio transmission 
before sinking. No survivors were left 
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4 May (Oahu date) - Continued - 

On 3 May SoPac air forces hit the BORPOP airdrome with 26 SBDs. MATUPI 
Island was struck by 24 SBDs and 17 TBFs. 69 sorties (24 B-25s, 43 Fighter-bombers 
and 2 B-24s) were flown against airfields and supply installations in the RABAUL 
area. 47 sorties (6 SBDs. 3 B-24s f 38 P-39s) were flown against targets through¬ 
out BOUGAINVILLE. 12 SBDs patrolled the TOROKINA perimeter. 

REDFIN, operating in SWP area (SULU SEA) during April reports obtaining 
12 hits from 20 torpedoes fired. The following ships were sunk: 1 FUBUKI class 
DD (1700), 1 large AO (10,000), 1 medium AK (4000), 1 large AK (7500), and 1 large 
AK (7190); total tonnage sunk, 30,390. 

HARDER, operating in SWP area (GUAM-WOLEAl) during April reports sinking 
1 FUBUKI class DD and 1 medium AK for a total of 5,260 tons. Another FUBUKI class 
DD was reported damaged and probably sunk. 

On 3 May SWP air forces continued to maintain unserviceable the BORAM air¬ 
drome by an attack by 17 B-24s which dropped 136 1000-lb bombs. An unspecified 
number of A-20s started very large fires with resulting explosions on WOM POINT 
in the WEWAK area. 6 medium bombers fired many huts at the seaplane base on 
KAIRIRU ISLAND. B-24s from the 13th Air Force bombed the airfield on BIAK ISLAND 
causing large fires and destroying airplanes in the dispersal area; 12 enemy fight¬ 
ers intercepted without damage to either side. A reconnaissance squadron bombed 
and strafed storage and personnel areas near the TOR RIVER mouth and in HAFFIN 
VILLAGE (WADKE Area). The usual fighter sweeps were conducted along the north 
NEW GUINEA Coast. 

In the North Pacific, 3 PV's from Fleet Air Wing 4 bombed PARAMUSHIRU 
through broken clouds at 041245 GCT; large fires and expl 



5 May (Oahu date) ' ' 

Central Pacific shore based aircraft continued on 4 May with neutralization 
of enemy occupied atolls of the MARSHALLS. On the afternoon of 4 May an unusually 
heavy strike by 39 B-24's dropped 87^ tons of bombs, the majority of which were 
concentrated on PONAPE TOWN and in the adjacent dock area; fires and explosions 
resulted; 1 B-24 is missing. Early morning of 5 May 10 B-24’s hit TRUK dropping 
30 tons on the major islands of the Atoll; 1 B-24 is missing. 

TANG, operating on lifeguard station off TRUK, on 29-30 April reports 
having rescued, during those two days of operations by TF 58, 22 downed airmen; 

11 were officers and 11 were enlisted men. 

SoPao PT boats operating along the coast of BOUGAINVILLE encountered enemy 
armed barges; 1 PT boat was destroyed and 1 was damaged. 

ComThirdFleet reports completion of laying a two-row minefield west of 
TAIOF ISLAND (west BUKA PASSAGE). On 4 May SoPao air forces flew 92 sortiea 
againBt the airfields of TOBERA and LAKUNAI in the RABAUL Area; 39 SBD's and TBF'a, 

6 B-25's and 47 fighter bombers participated; we lost 1 B-25, shot down by AA 
fire and had 4 P-38's damaged. 24 SBD's were directed against BORPOP in the 
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KAV1ENG Area. In the BUKA-BOUGAINVILLE Area, 110 sorties were flown against enemy 
installations; 24 B-25's, 18 SBD's, 49 P-39's, and 19 P-40's participated; no plane 
loss was reported. 

Unfavorable weather hampered operations of SWP air forces on 4 May; an un¬ 
specified number of B-24's from the 13th Air Force struck BIAK ISLAND; 12 to 15 
enemy fighters intercepted. During the night of 3-4 May, 2 B-24's bombed the 
SARMI Area. An unspecified number of A-20's and night fighters made coastal sweeps 
in the vicinity of MANAM ISLAND to BUT, strafing targets of opportunity alone the 
NEW GUINEA Coast. & 



6 May (Oahu date) 

On 5 May a total of 78 sorties were flown by shore based aircraft (under CTF 
59) against PONAPE and enemy occupied atolls of the MARSHALLS. PONAPE was hit by 
8 B-25*s which dropped 8 tons on the seaplane base and both airfields. WOTJE was 
hit by 9 B-24's, 1 B-25 and 1 FV; JALUIT by 10 B-25's and 4 F6F's; MALOELAP by 16 
SBD's and 10 F6F's; MILLE by 19 F4U's. 

ComForwardArea, Central Pacific, reports that 2 native scouts who were stranded 
on JALUIT for 3 days were recovered on 4 May. They report that they visited relatives 
who were anployed on EMIDJ ISLAND; that the Jap strength is 2,030 of which 1200 are 
military, 800 are laborers and 30 are civilians; that all are located on the SE part 
of the lagoon. They also stated that food had been rationed, that water was adequate 
and that supplies and ammunition were still available though none had arrived since 
January. They reported health conditions to be good, that the combat forces were not 
downhearted and that they still possessed a will to resist. Underground shelters 
have been constructed and all personnel lived in them. The natives had not been told 
of our occupation of the MARSHALLS. They stated that our raids had caused many casual* 


ties 


On 5 May SoPac air forces flew a total of 209 sorties. 38 (24 B-25's, 12 P-39te 
2 P-38's) were directed against the TALILI supply area; 3 B-24's against the T0BERA 
Airfield; 45 SBD's and TBF's against the RATAVAL supply area; 48 SBD's against the 
BORPOP (KAVIENG) Airfield; 36 (14 SBD's and TBF's, 1 B-24, 12 P-39's, 9 P-40's) 
against enemy installations in the BUKA-BOUGAINVILLE Area. 28 P-39's conducted 
fighter sweeps along the BUKA, BOUGAINVILLE and NEW IRELAND Coasts. 14 SBD's patrol¬ 
led the T0R0KINA Perimeter. 

CREVALLE, operating in the Southwest Pacific Area (NW of BORNEO) during April 
and early May, reports sinking 1 T0NAN MARU number 2 on 6 April, 1 large Maru on 25 
April, and amedium A0 on 3 May; a total of 34,000 tons sunk. 

Unfavorable weather again restricted operations of Southwest Pacific air 
forces on 5 May. An unspecified number of B-24's from the 13th Air Force hit BIAK 
ISLAND where a large fire and explosion, and several small fires resulted. 71 A-20's 
struok the WEWAK Area with more than 50 tons of bombs and thoroughly strafed the 
area; buildings were destroyed and fires were started. 13 B-24's bombed TIMOR. 8 
B-25's hit airfields on the KAI ISLANDS. 107 troop carrier planes negotiated dif¬ 
ficult weather to bring in supplies for troops which participated in the H0LLANDIA 
Operation, 
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6 May (Cont'd) 

In the North Pacific, 3 of 5 starting PV's from Fleet Air Wing 4 executed 
an armed reconnaissance over PARAMUSHIRU on the night of 5 May* The mission was 
reported as successful; SURI3ACHI and a previously undetected airfield in central 
SHIMUSHU were bombed, as was KURABU ZAKI; photographs were taken; all planes re¬ 
turned safely. 

7 May (Oahu date) 

Central Pacific shore based aircraft continued on 6 May with neutralization 
of enemy occupied atolls of the MARSHALLS; 3U sorties (12 B-25s, 2 PVs, 23 F4Us) 
were flown against WOTJE, 12 (B-25s) against JALUIT, 18 (10 SBDs, 8 F6Fs) against 
TAROA, 6 (F4Us) against MTLLE. 6 photo planes of Fleet Air Wing TWO, accompanied 
by 10 7th Air Force Liberators, photographed and harassed GUAM; cloud cover was .5 
with vital areas clear; of 25 intercepting Jap fighters, 7 were destroyed, 3 probab¬ 
ly destroyed and 2 damaged; enemy plane strength on the island was estimated as 25 
single engine and 15 twin-engine planes. 14 B-24s hit TRUK on the night of 6-7 May 
dropping over 400 fragmentation clusters on the major islands of the atoll. On 
6 May 6 B-26s struck PONAPE dropping 8 tons of bombs on the 2 airfields. PONAPE 
was again hit on the night of 6-7 May by 5 B-24b diverted from the TRUK strike. 

SILVERSIDES reports that on 7 May there were 11 APA or AKAs in APRA HARBOR 
(GUAM); of these 4 arrived during the day of the 7th. She obtained 1 hit from 4 
mark 18 torpedoes fired on 1 ship type unstated. 

On 6 May unfavorable weather caused cancellation of all strikes^by SoPac 
air forces. 24 SBDs bombed shore battery positions along the coast of CAPE 
MAMARODU (west coast south central NEW IRELAND). 42 P-39 and 2 P-38s conducted 
the usual harassing strikes along the BUKA-BOUGAINVTLLE coast. 3 snoopers bombed 
the KAVIENG area. 15 B-25s dropped 157 100-lb bombs on reported coastal gun areas 
at CAPE FRIENDSHIP and on the BOUGAINVILLE coast west of RANTAN ISLAND. 


HOE, operating in SWP area reports sighting at 072200 GCT a large convoy at 
19-12N, 120-18E (north of LUZON), course 170, speed 12 (1 small CVE accompanied the 
convoy); the HOE damaged 1 AK. 

On the night of 5-6 May an unspecified number of B-24s from 13th Air Force 
hit BIAK ISLAND; fighters from HOLLANDIA fields covered the formation; heavy explo¬ 
sions occurred and several fires were started in the revetments and dispersal areas 
of MOKMER Airdrome; of 12 intercepting fighters, 9 were shot down; we lost no 
planes. 62 B-24s, preceded by 37 B-25s attacked personnel and supply areas in the 
MAFFIN BAY area; 43 A-20s hit the bivouac areas in the vicinity of BUT. P-47s and 
P-39s conducted the usual fighter sweeps along the northern coast of NEW GUINEA. 

On 6 May in the North Pacifio Area 15 PVs and 1 PBY5A bombed KASHIWABARA, 
SURIBACHI, and central PARAMUSHIRU; bombs and incendiary 
1 plane is missing. 
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Neutralization of enemy occupied atolls of the Central Pacific Area was 
limited to strikes by B-25s against WOTJE, JALUIT and PONAPE; 12 planes each hit 
the former two, while 6 were directed against the latter. 


A search plane over NAURU dropped two 500*lb bombs in the barracks area; 
the #2 runway contained unfilled craters. A reconnaissance of WAKE and OCEAN was 
negative. 


Commander Sub-Area MARSHALLS 060145 announces assumption by Rear Admiral 
Alva D. Bernhard of the military governorship of the MARSHALL ISLANDS. 

In the South Pacific 77 sorties (29 SBDs and TBFs, 1 B-24, 47 fighter bomb¬ 
ers) were flown against the RABAUL area on 7 Mayj concentrating on the TOBERA and 
VUNAKANAU airfields, with the B-24 concentrating against the town. 46 SBDs hit 
shore battery positions in the vicinity of NViMARODU (west coast south central NEW 
IRELAND) and BORPOP. A total of 80 sorties (24 B-25s, 18 SBDs and TBFs, 35 P-39s, 

3 P-408) were flown against enemy installations in the BUKA-BOUGAINVILLE area. 

In the SWP Area the 13th Air Force continued on the night of 6-7 May and 
during the day of 7 May the bombing of MOKMER Airdrome on BIAK ISLAND. Unfavorable 
weather continued to hamper air strikes by SWP air forces; however, 18 British 
Beauforts got through and hit the WEWAK area where fires were started in storage 
areas. Air observers reported 4 planes remaining on BIAK. 12 B-24s hit WOLEAI 
dropping 35 tons on the runway and dispersal area; 2 Betty’s were reported destroy¬ 
ed on the ground. 


Admiral Nimitz, Rear Admiral Sherman and other staff members arrived PEARL 
from SAN FRANCISCO. 

9 May (Oahu date) 

Neutralization by Central Pacific shore based aircraft of PONAPE and 
enemy occupied atolls of the MARSHALLS continued on 8 and 9 May. On each of the 
two days Army Liberators enroute from and returning to the ADMIRALTIES also bombed 
PONAPE. 

TAMBOR, operating NW of MARIANAS, reports 2 hits in a 6000-ton AK at 100900 
GCTj ship was part of an 8 ship, 5 DD, 2 or more other escort convoy on a south¬ 
easterly course; TAMBOR continues the pursuit. 

SARGO, operating SE of YOKOHAMA, reports sinking a medium AK and possibly 
sinking another; she missed with 4 electrics on 4 AK 5 escort convoy proceeding 
on a southerly course at 082000 GCT. 


In the South Pacifio unfavorable weather again restricted air operations 
against the RABAUL Area, the only strike being made by 33 fighter bombers against 
the LAKUNAI Airdrome. 47 SBD's and TBF's hit NEW IRELAND targets. 101 sorties 
(30 SBD's and TBF's, 26 B-25'b, 33 P-39's, 12 P-38's) were flown against enemy 
installations in the BUKA-BOUGAINVILLE Area. 
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In the SWP Area bombers from the 13th Air Force again on the night of 
7-8 May bombed the MOKMER Airdrome on BTAK ISLAND. On the 8th over 100 A-20’s 
and 17 British Beauforts dropped 100 tons of bombs and strafed storage and supply 
areas along north coast of NEW GUINEA, concentrating in the WEWAK Area. 97 trans¬ 
port planes flew supplies into the HOLLANDIA Area. The usual fighter sweeps were 
made along the N. NEW GUINEA Coast. On forenoon 8th, 12 B-24's hit the LANGGOER 
and FAAN airstrips on KAI ISLANDS. 


10 May (Oahu date) 



Neutralization by CenPac shore based aircraft of PONAPE and enemy occupied 
atolls of the MARSHALLS continued on the evening of 9 May. 14 B-24's hit the 
major islands of TRUK ATOLL, concentrating on the airfields; 1 possible cruiser 
and 3 other vessels were sighted in the lagoon. One B-24 hit OROLUK ATOLL. On 
the night of 9-10 May 3 B-24’s dropped 6 tons on WAKE; results were unobserved. 

ComForwardArea, CenPac, 072020 summarizes operations for the period 1-5 
May, inclusive. 

TINOSA returning from patrol enroute MAJURO from FORMOSA Area reports 
sinking a trawler with gunfire on 8 May; 1 wounded prisoner was picked up; all 
others were unwilling to surrender. 


SoPac air forces flew 82 sorties against the RABAUL Area. 30 SBD’s and 
TBF's and 41 fighter bombers concentrated against the airdromes at LAKUNAI and 
TOBERA; from the former field our planes encountered intense, accurate, heavy 
and automatic AA fire which shot down 1 S3D and 1 TBF; 6 others were damaged; 
this AA fire was described as the heaviest of any received in recent weeks. 

11 B-25's bombed enemy installations on MATUPI ISLAND. 42 SBD's attacked the 
landing field at KAVIENG; AA fire was intense and accurate; 7 of our planes were 
damaged. Enemy gun positions along CAPE NAMARODU (west coast of south central 
NEW IRELAND) were attacked by 24 SBD’s. Enemy installations in the BOUGAINVILLE- 
BUKA Area were hit by 16 B-25's; 61 P-39's and 12 P-40's conducted fighter bomber 
sweeps over the same area. 

On 9 May the Fifth Air Force made its first strike against TRUK when an un¬ 
specified number of B-24's hit MOEN ISLAND; 20 enemy fighters intercepted; 1 of 
our planes was damaged and forced down at 3ea on the return route. On the night 
of 9 May, BIAK ISLAND was bombed by 8 B-24's which started fires on both airstrips. 
On 10 May 45 A-20's bombed and strafed the WEWAK Area; they were followed by 20 
B-24’s. Usual fighter sweeps were made along the NEW GUINEA North Coast by P-39's 
and P-47’8. The major strikes and supply missions were prevented by unfavorable 
weather. 


A summary of land activities in the HOLLANDIA-AITAPE Area states that 
the enemy losses in the HOLLANDIA Area total 977 killed, 259 captured; in the 
AITAPE Area 525 killed and 31 captured. In the HOLLANDIA Area 621 former prisoners 
of the enemy have been recaptured; these included 462 SIKHS, and the remainder, 
Americans, Australians, Dutch, Chinese, Filipinos, Poles and Czechoslovaks. In 
the AITAPE Area 86 former prisoners of the enemy (nationalities unstated) have 
been recaptured. 
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CINCPOA 070355 (pink) announces completion of conferences with repre¬ 
sentatives of the 20th A.F. on VLR program CenPac Area; mentions requirements 
Army service troops to support the program. 

CINCPOA 050123 (pink) confirms verbal statement of representatives at 
conferences with representatives of the 20th A.F. designating ComGenCentPac 
as theater agency to furnish all necessary support for 20th A.F. in CenPac 
Area, with certain exceptions. 


11 May (Oahu date) 

CenPac shore based aircraft continued on 10 May with neutralization of 
PONAPE and enemy occupied atolls of the MARSHALLS. 

SoPac air forces on 10 May flew 144 sorties (99 SBD’s and TBF's, 12 B-25*s, 

3 B-24's, 8 P-38's, 10 P-39’s, 12 P-40's) against airfields, supply installations, 
and gun positions in the RA3AUL Area; effectiveness was lessened by inability to 
hit pre-selected targets because of unfavorable weather. 26 SBD’s and TBF’s 
bombed Coast guns in the B0RP0P Area of NEW IRELAND. Fighter sweeps over the 
BUKA-BOUGAINVILLE Area were made by 61 P-39’s, 14 P-40’s, and 3 P-38’s. 

On 10 May SWP air forces concentrated mainly against WAKDE and BIAK ISLANDS, 
and against the WEWAK Area. 61 B-25’s and 22 B-24’s hit WAKDE; 27 B-24’s struck 
the WEWAK Area; and B-24's from the 5th AF and 13th AF bombed MCKMER Airdrome on 
BIAK. 4 squadrons of A-20's made low level attacks along the N. Coast of NEW 
GUINEA from SEPIK RIVER (about 30 miles W. of HANSA BAY) to W0M POINT (WEWAK Area). 
17 British Beauforts, P-47's and P-39's conducted fighter sweeps along the N. NEW 
GUINEA Coast in the general area from HANSA BAY to AITAPE. 

COD, operating in SWP Area (NW of MANILA), reports attacking a KAN ILA- 
bound convoy of 10 AK’s and 10 escorts at 100600 GCT, and sinking a KAMIKAZE 
Class DD; hits were scored on 3 AK's. 

CREVALLE (SWP Area) reports at 111600 GCT the successful evacuation of 
40 persons from W. Coast of MINDANAO. 

12 May (Oahu date) 

21 B-24's of the 7th AF were over TRUK from 111219 GCT to 111619 GCT in 
two flights. 29 2000-lb. bombs and 66 1000-lb. bombs were dropped on the airfields 
of MOEN, PARAM and ETEN and on DUBLON; fires and explosions resulted; 2 planes were 
damaged. 1 B-24 bombed the old airfield on PONAPE. A searcher reports NAURU run¬ 
ways possibly operational. Another searcher dropped 2 bombs on the KUSAIE air¬ 
strip. All other searches were negative. 

TAUTOG, operating in the KURILES and EMPIRE waters, reports 1 Maru on bot¬ 
tom in shallow water at MATSUWA with 2 hits. 3 other Maru's were sunk with 2 hits 
each at the following places; east of URUPPU ISLAND; at ESAN SAKI, HOKKAIDO; and 
at KURO SAKI, HONSHU. Shipping was remaining close inshore making attacks dif¬ 
ficult. 
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In the South Pacific on 11 May coordinated air strikes were made against 
AA positions ringing RABAULjand barges in west SIMPSON HARBOR and KERAVIA BAY; 64 
SBD's and TBF's hit the AA positions while 5 SBD's (rocket equipped), escorted by 
12 P-39's concentrated against barges, 30 to 40 of which were sunk, 74 sorties 
(12 3-25*8, 36 SBD's, 6 P-38's, 20 P-39) were flown against the TOBERA airfield. 
Enemy installations in the BOUGAINVILLE-BUKA Area were attacked by 45 SBD's and 
TBF's and 47 P-39’s. 3 snoopers bombed KAVIENG. 


JACK, operating in the SW Pacific (west of LUZON), reports sinking two 
trawlers (200tf); probably sinking 1 AK (7500) and 3 AK's (4000 each); damaging 1 
AK (4000). 




On 11 May, major air strikes by 5th AF were again cancelled because of un¬ 
favorable weather. On the night of 10-11 May and during the day of 11 May an un¬ 
specified number of B-24's hit BIAK; cover was provided by P-40's operating from 
HOLLANDIA; the crew of 1 B-24 which was forced down in the water was rescued. 13 
British Beauforts and 6 B-25's bombed BORAM on 11 May. Fighter sweeps were again 
made along the north coast of NEW GUINEA between SEPIK RIVER and WOM POINT. Small 
strikes by B-24's were made against TIMOR, AMBON and NAHELA; TIMOR was also hit by 
9 B-25's escorted by 7 British Beauforts. A new radio station located near LAKE 
PANIAI (western NEW GUINEA) was destroyed by 6 B-25's. 


On 11 May, 3 DD's bombarded 29 gun positions in the WEWAK Area; some 3-inch 
fire was received from shore batteries at DAGUA and BUT; we suffered no damage or 
casualties. 

13 May (Oahu date) 

On 11 May and night of 11-12 May Central Pacific shore based airoraft con¬ 
tinued neutralization of enemy oooupied atolls of the MARSHALLS. PONAPE was also 
bombed by 3 B-25's. 



From 122115 GCT to 130040 GCT 22 B-25’s of 7th AF dropped 12 2000-lb. 
bombs and 180 100-lb. bombs on NAURU, concentrating against the SW runway, phos¬ 
phate buildings, power plant and ammunition storage; 1 explosion and 1 fire were 
observed; 2 plane6 received minor damage. 

BOWFIN reports sinking 1 large AK at 132100 GCT in a position approximately 
120 miles NNW PALAU; the submarine is pursuing the remaining AK plus 2 escorts 
which are on course 320, speed 9 at 141325 GCT. 

In the South Pacific a total of 88 sorties were flown against the RATAVAL 
and TALILI supply areas in the RABAUL Sector; 24 SBD's, 21 B-25's and 43 fighter 
bombers participated. In the BCXJGAINVILLE-BUKA Area, 35 light bomber sorties were 
flown against enemy installations. 


PADDLE, operating in the SWP Area (HALAIAFIERA-CERAM-SULU Area) during April 
and early May, reports sinking 1 AP-AK (9419) and 1 DD (HATSUHARU Class - 1368); 
damaging 1 XAO (7300). 




In the SWP Area an unspecified number of B-24*6 dropped 200 tons of bombs 
on WAKDE ISLAND on 13 May; gun positions on the southern peninsula were struck and 
large fires were started. 39 B-24's attacked personnel and storage areas west of 
MAFFIN airstrip with 134 tons of bombs. 10 B-24»s struck the NAMBER airstrip on 
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NOHIFOOR ISLAND with ineffective results. 8 B-24's successfully bombed MCMEI 
Airdrome (west coast GEELVINK BAY); observers report clearing on NOEMFOOR to 
accommodate a 5200 foot airstrip. Light bombers struck the WEWAK-RANSA BAY Area. 
P-47•s made the usual fighter sweeps along the north coast of NEW GUINEA. 
Reconnaissance over the PHILIPPINES on 12 May report at MANILA 1 possible ACV and 
9 merchantmen totalling 73,000 tons; at CAVITE 16 seaplanes and 2 small vessels 
were observed. 

14 May (Oahu date) 

Prior to daylight 13 May and during the day and night of 13 May Central 
Pacific shore based aircraft continued to strike enemy occupied atolls of the 
MARSHALLS. Late on the 13th 6 B-25s and 3 B-24s hit PONAPE. Early on the 13th 

15 B-24s bombed the major islands of TRUK Atoll. 

ComForwardArea CenPac 120050 summarises operations 6-10 May. 

STURGEON reports sinking on 10 May 3 medium AKs totalling 13,700 tons in 
area about 170 miles NNW of the BONINS. 

SEADRAGON operating on rotating patrol in EMPIRE waters reports damaging a 
3000 ton AK with one mark 14 hit on 23 April, and probably sinking a medium AK 
with one mark 18 hit on 27 April. 

On 13 May SoPac air forces hit VUNAKANAU airfield and vicinity with 42 SBDs 
and TBFs, and 44 fighter bombers. Enemy installations in the BOUGAINVILLE-BUKA 
area were hit by 12 SBDs and TBFs; 44 P-39s and 4 P-40s. 

BONEFISH (SWP area) reports sinking at 131900 GCT 1 of 3 large southbound 
AOs escorted by 3 DDs in area NE of BORNEO. She reports sighting at 140500 GCT 3 
BBs, 1 CV, 3 CAs and 1 CL, plus a DD escort, in position 5-30 N, 119-40 E (off NE 
tip of BORNEO); headed south for SIBUTU PASSAGE; heavy DD patrol near that passage 
indicates that the force anchored in TAWITAWI BAY. 

RAY (SWP area) reports sighting off DAVAO at 140800 GCT 1 NACHI CA, 1 TENRYU 
CL, 3 HATSUHARU DDs, and 1 HOSHO CV. 

On the night of 13-14 May and early on 14 May SWP air forces exerted their 
maximum effort against BIAK ISLAND, WAKDE AREA, MAFFIN BAY area, WEWAK area, and 
HANSA BAY area. During the day and night of 13 May an unspecified number of bomber 
hit the SORIDO and BOSNEK airdromes on BIAK; the bombing caused explosions and 4 
large fires. In the VJAKDE area 23 B-25s escorted by an unspecified number of P-40s 
bombed the airfield on WAKDE ISLAND; 23 B-24s and 29 3-25s hit shore positions op¬ 
posite WAKDE. In the MAFFIN BAY area 37 B-24s hit AA positions and storage and 
personnel areas. In the WEWAK area 1 squadron of B-24s escorted by 2 squadrons of 
British Beauforts hit BORAM airfield; an unspecified number of B-24s bombed ijJ/LNDI 
Plantation road and storage areas south of CAPE MOEM; 1 group of A-20s struck 
dumps and bridges between BUT and DAGUA (west of WEWAK). Another group of A-20s 
struck the HANSA BAY area. C-47s flew 88 missions to HOLLANDIA. 
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In the North Pacific area on 13 May 7 FVs from Fleet Air Wing 4 undertook 
an armed reconnaissance mission over PARAMUSHIRU. Of the 7 starting planes 2 
reached the objective; 4 turned back and 1 was lost. The 2 planes dropped 4 500 
pound GP bombs and incendiary clusters over central SHIMTJSHU; pictures were also 
taken; several small fires were started around the airfield. 14 B-25s from 11th 
Air Force strafed 2 picket boats 100 miles off the east coast of SHIMUSHU; results 
are unknown. 

o'*-' 

15 May (Oahu date) 

The heaviest concentration of shore based air power in the Central Pacific 
was staged against JALUIT from 142055 GCT to 151800 GCT by Army, Navy and Marine 
planes; 284 sorties were flown, and 240 tons of bombs were dropped; B-24's, B-25's, 
F4U's, SBD's and F6F's participated; CTF 59 estimated bombing results as 60$ ef¬ 
fective; we lost no planes, though 1 B-24, 5 SBD's, and 3 F4U's received minor 
damage* During the same period moderate Btrikes (4 - 10 planes) were made against 
MILLE, W0TJE, and TAR0A. A single searcher over TRUK dropped 4 1000-lb. bombs on 
a 5000-ton AK, with unobserved results; 8-12 vessels were anchored W of DUBL0N, 
and same number W of UMAN. The same searcher dropped 5 100-lb. bombs on PULUWAT 
air strip, and strafed the field and lighthouse area; the airfield appeared opera¬ 
tional, though no planes were present. 



* TILEFISH, operating in EMPIRE waters, reports damaging 1 NITTA Maru and 1 
WAKATAKE DD; other details lacking; the submarine was attacked and damaged, and 
was departing from the area* 


CREVALLE, operating E of CELEBES, reports having been depth charged and 
severely damaged, with destruction of radars and both periscopes, and leaks on 
deep dives; submarine returns for repairs. 

Com5thPhib 152122 gives details of loss of 3 LCT’s from LST in ALENUIHAHA 
Channel on night of 15 May. 

SoPac air power was concentrated against the KAHILI Area (S. BOUGAINVILLE) 
on 14 May when, in a little over one-half hour, 110 planes dropped 606 bombs (95 
tons) on supply and personnel areas, and on gun positions; 41 SBD's and TBF's, 

24 B-25's, and 45 fighter bombers participated. The usual BOUGAINVILLE fighter 
sweeps were made by 47 fighters, and 11 SBD's hit enemy installations along 
MATCHIN BAY. KAVIENG was hit by 17 SBD's escorted by 4 fighters. Fighter sweeps 
and patrols were made over the RABAULArea; 13 barges in KERAVIA BAY were strafed. 

SEAHORSE (S7/P Area), operating in MARIANAS Area during April and early May, 
reports sinking 4 Maru's for a total of 25,667 tons, and damaging an R0 Class 
submarine. 


SWP air forces sent 60 B-24's and 24 B-25's against enemy installations in 
the SARMI-KAFFIN BAY Area on 15 May, destroying Jap headquarters, demolishing 
several large buildings, and causing explosions and large fires throughout storage 
and personnel areas; 200 tons of bombs were dropped; B-24's also attacked gun po¬ 
sitions near the MAFFIN airstrip. An unspecified number of B-26's attacked dumps 
and storage areas on WAKDE ISLAND. On the night of 13-14 May, 4 B-24's struck 
storage areas along the south of S0RID0 Airdrome on BIAK ISLAND; on the 15th, 
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14 P-40's which were escorting a B-25 photo mission over BIAK were attaoked by 
15-20 enemy fighters, 5 of which were definitely destroyed, while we suffered no 
loss. One group of A-20's, with an unspecified number of B-24 'b, again hit BORAM 
airfield. A-20’s also attacked in the BUT-DAGfUA Area. 

Land activity in the AITAPE-HOLLANDIA Area was restricted to patrol activity. 
Jap casualties in the AITAPE Area now total 625 killed, 2? captured; in the HOL- 
LANDIA Area, 1162 killed and 360 captured. 

In the North Pacifio Area 1 of 4 starting PV'e reached the E Coast of 
SHIMUSHU on 14 May, and dropped 2 500-lb. bombs and 1 incendiary civ 
were unobserved. On the preceding day 1 B-24 bombed and photograph* 



16 May (Oahu date) 

CenPac shore based aircraft continued on day and night of 15 May with 
neutralization of enemy occupied atolls of the MARSHALLS; PV's, F6F's, SBD's and 
F4U's participated, with from 15 to 20 planes each hitting JALUIT, MILLE, WOTJE 
and TAROA. 

BONEFISH reports that at 171023 GCT the 3 BB’s, 1 CV, 3 CA's, 1 CL, plus 
DD's, previously reported (summary 14 May) were still anchored in TAWI TAWI BAY. 

Final report of casualties resulting from loss of 3 LCT'6 (summary 15 May) 
lists 2 dead, 16 injured, 17 missing; of the 3 LOT'S involved, 1 is being salvaged. 

COLORADO, engaged in training activities, reported aground off west end of 
KAHOOLAWE ISLAND at 1403 16 May; re-floated at 0231 17 May. 

SoPac air forces flew over 100 sorties against the RABAUL Area on 16 May; 

22 SBD's and TBF's, and an unspecified number of training B-24's attacked the 
T0BERA Airfield; 48 fighter bombers hit installations in the vicinity of VUNAKANAU; 
an unspecified number of bombers from GREEN ISLAND hit the RATAVAL supply area; 
fighter patrols operated over RABAUL and JACQUINOT BAY. In the NEW IRELAND Area 
27 SBD's and TBF's, escorted by 4 fighters, attacked gun positions and ammunition 
dumps. In the BOUUAINVILLE-BUKA Area, 30 SBD's and TBF’s attacked enemy installa¬ 
tions, concentrating against BONIS Airfield; fighter sweeps over the area were 
flown by 34 fighter bombers; as on the two previous days, SBD's continued to spray 
with diesel oil gardens being cultivated by Japanese troops. 

The only report of land activity in the BOUGAINVILLE Area states that T0R0- 
KINA patrols operating east of the perimeter located on 14 May 2 Jap hospital areas 
containing an estimated 200-250 Jap bodies. 

First phases of the WAKDE ISLAND Operation were completed without opposition 
and without casualties on 16 May with simultaneous landings on INSOMANA ISLAND 
(^ mile S. of WAKDE) and at ARARA (on coast of NEW GUINEA opposite WAKDE). The 
landing at ARARA was preceded by bombardment by 5 cruisers and by 10 DD's. Ele¬ 
ments of the supporting air forces hit SAWAR and SARMI. Command has passed from 
Attack Force to Landing Force Commander. 
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On the night of 15-16 May and during 16 May, SWP air forces continued heavy 
strikes in those areas which have received severe pounding for the past several 
days, 34 B-24's concentrated against the 2 airfields and enemy installations on 
BIAK ISLAND, 16 P-38's encountered 3 Oscar's over NOEMFOOR; the 3 Jap fighters 
were shot down, 18 B-24's and 21 B-25's bombed the MAFFIN airstrip and gun posi¬ 
tions in that vicinity. 25 B-24’s with 23 B-25's hit WAXPE ISLAND resulting in 
many fires; targets at ISOEMANI ISLAND were also hit during the same strike, 

A-20's attacked bridges and coastal roads from BUT to WEWAK. 45 C-47's flew sup¬ 
plies to HOLLANDIA and 11 were routed to TADJI. On 15 May heavy units of the 
5th Air Force bombed enemy installations on WOLEAI starting many 
no interception. 

17 May (Oahu date) 


es; there was 






During the day and night of 16 May CenPac shore based aircraft continued 
neutralization of enemy occupied Atolls of the MARSHALLS and also delivered 
strikes against NAURU, PONAPE and WAKE. 12 B-25's of 7th AF hit NAURU with 12 
tons of bombs which were concentrated against AA positions, the east phosphate 
plant, dispersal areas and against the power station; a large explosion and fire 
resulted. 9 B-25's and 5 Navy photo Liberators bombed PONAPE; both airfields, 
dock installations and PONAPE TOWN were hit; both airfields appeared operational; 
ihe Navy Liberators hit buildings and the ramp in the seaplane base area. WAKE 
was visited by 23 8-24's which dropped 54 tons on WILKES ISLAND and PEACOCK POINT; 
large fires were observed. 

A PB4Y search plane over TRUK on 16 May dropped 3 500-lb. bombs on a 500 
ton AK; a direct hit and a Btraddle were obtained. 3 500-lb. bombs were dropped 
on a 10,000 ton A0; 1 direct hit was obtained. 12 ships were observed in the 
harbor. The searcher continued to PULUWAT where 2 500-lb. bombs were dropped on 
the radio station. Both pilotB were wounded, though they returned safely to their 
base in the MARSHALLS. 





SPEARFISH reports sinking 1 large AK and 1 medium AK with 5 torpedoes in 
the area about 320 miles northeast of the B0NINS. 

SANDLANCE, operating off SAIPAN, reports sinking 5 Marus for a total of 
29,000 tons. 

P0GY, operating south of HONSHU, reports sinking a Jap submarine on the 
night of 29 April, outbound from FUKA SHIMA on course 135. She also damaged and 
probably sank 2 medium Marus, 1 of which carried gasoline. She has aboard 5 
prisoners taken from a sampan. 

STEELHEAD, operating in EMPIRE waters, reports 1 trawler sunk with gunfire. 

In the South Pacific, on 16 May, much air activity was reported, most of 
which was concentrated against the RABAUL Area. 42 SBD's in conjunction with 43 
fighter bombers attacked the runway and gun positions of VUNAKANAU Airfield and 
other installations in the vicinity. 35 SBD's (6 equipped with rockets) and 12 
TBF's struck LAKUNAI runway and attacked with rockets oil barges on the east side 
of SIMPSON HARBOR. P-38's which strafed along ST. GEORGE CHANNEL received intense 
and accurate automatic fire. T0BERA airfield was hit by 25 B-25's and RAP0P0 by 
3 training B-24's. Fighters and light bombers patrolled the RABAUL Area. In the 
above operations we lost 1 SBD and had 2 P-38's damaged. 
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17 May (Oahu date - Cont'd) 


The KAVIENG Airfield was hit by 18 SBD's and 7 TBF's; gun positions in the 
area were also attacked. One heavy AA gun was destroyed by a direct hit. 

A PB4Y search plane o^er LAMOTREK ISLAND (120 miles E. WOLEA?) reports 
destroying 6 float planes and damaging 3 others and setting fire to an oil dump. 

One engine of the plane was shot out by AA fire. 

Com3rdFleet reports laying a two-row minefield at the eastern entrance to 
BUKA PASSAGE. 

GURNARD, operating south of MINDANAO, reports an encounter with 2 DD's and 
1 cruiBer at 180010 GOT during a rain squall. Two hits were obtained on the 
cruiser. Speed of convoy at time of attack was 23 knots; after the attack, the 
ships departed at speed of 15 knots, course 180. 

In the SWP Area on 17 May, 5 groups of heavy bombers struck BJ.AK ISLAND 
leaving stores and personnel areas along the shore from MOKMER Airdrome to BOSNEK 
in flames with tremendous explosions. An unspecified number of B-24's and A-20's 
bombed and strafed WAKDE ISLAND in support of landing forces. Two groups of B-25's 
attacked personnel areas at MAFFIN BAY; other B-24's, escorted by 15 British Beau¬ 
fort's, heavily hit 30RAM Airdrome. An unspecified number of A-20's attacked AA 
positions at the DAGUA Airdrome, and hit AA positions, stores and personnel areas 
at HANSA BAY. Usual fighter sweeps by P-39’s and P-47's were made along the north 
ooast of NEW GUINEA. 

The second day of the HOLLANDIA Operation proceeded according to schedule 
with landings on the Island being made by a shore-to-shore movement from T0EM, 
directly south on the NEW GUINEA Coast. Opposition was encountered. LCI gunboats 
closed the beach and delivered effective rocket fire support. Our troops are 
progressing across the Island airstrip, but are receiving enemy mortar fire and 
some sniper fire. Total casualties thus far reported are 2 dead, 28 wounded. 

Australian troops have reached a point 33 miles north of MADANG without 
encountering opposition. 



18 May (Oahu date) / 

CenPac shore based aircraft continued on 17 May the neutralization of enemy 
occupied Atolls of the MARSHALLS with strikes against W0TJE, JALUIT and TAR0A; the 
weight of these strikes was directed against W0TJE. 5 B-25's hit P0NAPE on the 
17th dropping 5 tons of bombs on J0KAJ ISLAND and on the new airfield. 18 B-24's 
of the 7th Air Force struck WAKE on the 17th dropping 106 500-lb. bombs on PEALE 
and 240 100-lb. bombs on HEEL POINT with Q0% effectiveness; 1 Liberator with 11 
men aboard was shot down over the target in flames; 2 others received minor damage. 

ft 

CTFA170350 summarizes operations for the period 11-15 May. 

BILLFISH, while operating in vicinity of W0LEAI, reports having been nar¬ 
rowly missed by bombs dropped from planes on a dark night; indications are that 
attacking planes used radar. An investigation is underway to determine if the 


planes were hostile. 
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In the South Pacific, air strikes on 17 May against the RABAUL Area were 
cancelled owing to unfavorable weather. Enemy installations on NEW IRELAND were 
attacked by 28 SBD's and 3 TBF's, concentrated mainly along the southeast coast. 
43 fighter bombers, 17 TBF’s and 12 SBD's bombed enemy installations in southern 
and southeastern BOUGAINVILLE. 10 F4U’s conducted fighter sweeps along the 
BOUGAINVILLE Coast. 


ENGLAND (DE) reports almost certain kill in attack on enemy submarine at 
190238 GCT, 150 miles east of BUKA PASSAGE; 3 hits in hedgehog attacks were made 
on the second run at 100 feet and 1 hit on the fourth run at 270 feet; a terrific 
explosion followed the last hit. Certain debris came to the surface; this in¬ 
cluded a rubber bag of rice, a life jacket, a prayer mat, chopsticks and muoh wood 
and cork. 

ComSoPac reports that on 16 May our land patrols operating north of the 
TOROKINA Perimeter encountered 50 Japs; rifle and 90-mm mortar fire wounded 3 of 
our patrol, which withdrew as artillery fire was placed on Jap positions. 

In the SWP Area, air forces continued heavy strikes against important ob¬ 
jectives. Heavy bombers of the 13th AF struck BOSNEKv storage areas on BIAK 
ISLAND, while B-24’s from NEW GUINEA hit SORIDO VILLAGE on the same island; 
neither interception nor AA fire was encountered. A-20’s supported the WAKDE 
ISLAND landing with bombing and strafing attacks against assigned targets. One 
squadron of B-24's, escorted by 2 squadrons of British Beauforts, rendered the 
3ORAM airstrip unserviceable. 24 B-25's and 36 A-20's bombed and strafed the 
coastal areas west of WEWAK, hitting OREP VILLAGE and coastal roads and bridges 
in the area. A-20’s also attacked gun positions and storage areas at HANSA BAY. 
The usual fighter sweeps were made along the north coast of NEW GUINEA. 

7 Liberator's made a pre-dawn strike against SURABAYA on 18 May (L) start¬ 
ing fires and explosions; 1 enemy fighter was encountered in the air; 2 fires 
were observed still burning from the carrier strike on the previous day (no 
despatch has yet been received, but the carrier strike mentioned refers to one 
made by a striking force from the Eastern Fleet comprising the SARATOGA and 
ILLUSTRIOUS and other warships). 

On 17 May, enemy aircraft dropped 15 bombs in the HOLLANDIA Area between 
the CYCLOPS and the SENTANI Airfields; 2 men were wounded and slight material 
damage resulted. 

The third day of the WAKDE Operation progressed according to schedule. 
Landings were made at LIKI and NIROEMOAR ISLANDS (25 miles NW of WAKDE ISLAND)» 
no enemy opposition was encountered and we suffered no casualties. Considerable 
gunfire is still being encountered from the vicinity of the WAKDE Airstrip, the 
edge of which is still held by the enemy. Supply echelons are arriving WAKDE 
Area on schedule. 

CinCSWPA reports total of enemy known casualties to date in the AITAPE- 
HOLLANDIA Area to be 2,120 killed and 441 captured. A total of 720 Japanese 
prisoners have been recaptured. j 
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On 18 May CenPac shore based aircraft continued neutralization of enemy 
occupied atolls of the MARSHALLS. 36 F4Us, 18 PVs and 3 PB2Ys dropped 20 tons 
on WOTJE; 23 B-25s, 20 SBDs and 16 F6Fs hit TAROA with 40 tons; 14 tons were drop¬ 
ped on MILLE by 6 PVs and 12 P-39s; JALUIT was hit by 2 FVs, 7 SBDs and 3 F6Fs 
which dropped 7g- tons. 


SEADRAGON returning from patrol and enroute MIDWAY from EMPIRE Waters 
reports sinking with gunfire an armed trawler NE of BONINS. 

SoPac air forces on 18 May attacked targets in the RABAUL area and in NEW 
IRELAND and BOUGAINVILLE. 18 SBDs and TBF, and 19 B-25s harassed the airfields 
in the RABAUL vicinity and attacked gun positions and supply area at TALILI; 44 
fighter bombers struck enemy installations on MAKADA ISLAND (DUKE OF YORK Group); 

8 New Zealand P-39s strafed along the north GAZELLE coast. In NEW IRELAND 28 SBDs 
bombed coastal roads along the eastern coast and in the KAVIENG area; P-39s con¬ 
ducted fighter sweeps along the coast. In the BOUGAINVILLE area 70 fighter bombers 
and 5 SBDs attacked enemy installations; 2 TBFs continued to spray cultivated 
areas. 


In SWP area on 18 May 12 A-20s escorted by 14 P-38s attacked shipping and 
aircraft in the MANOKWARI area; 1 large AK and 2 small AKs were sunk and 6 enemy 
planes were destroyed. 174 sorties (27 B-25s, 70 A-20s, 59 P-3Ss, 18 Beauforts) 
hit targets in the BOSNEK area of BIAK; bombing and strafing demolished buildings 
and caused destruction throughout bivouac area including enemy headquarters. Dur¬ 
ing the night of 17-13 May an unspecified number of B-24s attacked targets on BIAK 
ISLAND causing fire3 and explosions among storage areas along the shore. TRUK was 
hit by an unspecified number of B-24s from the 13th Air Force operating from MANUS. 
The usual fighter sweeps were conducted along the north coast of NEW GUINEA. 

HOE, operating in SWP area reports damaging 2 AKs on 8 May, obtaining 2 hits 
on 2 others on 18 May and sinking 2 on 19 May. 

The 4th day of the WAKDE operation proceeded favorably and according to 
schedule. The enemy force on WAKDE has been mopped up; landings of personnel and 
equipment on LIKI and MIROEMOAR ISLANDS have been completed without encountering 
opposition or suffering casualties. Supply echelons continued to operate on 
schedule. 

CinC SWPA summarizes results of PT boat operations during the period 7-8 
May through 17-13 May; these boats which operated from AITAPE and SAIDOR destroyed 
18 barges. 

Results of the carrier strike against SURABAYA by the combined American- 
British carrier force (Eastern Fleet) at dawn on 17 May (L) were highly effective, 
with the enemy being taken by surprise. Nine merchant ships and possibly one DD 
were reported hit for a total of 35,000 tons; 2 floating drydocks were badly 
damaged; the refinery at W0N0KR0M0 and the BRAAT naval engineering works were 
completely destroyed; 19 enemy planes were destroyed on the ground and 2 in the 
air; we lost 3 planes. 

Pictures taken over HALMAHERA on 17 May show a total of 170 enemy aircraft 
on 3 airfields. 
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19 May (Oahu date) - continued - 

In the North Pacific on 18 May 6 PVs from Fleet Air Wing FOUR executed 
an armed reconnaissance mission over PARAMUSHIRU; large fires were started at 
SURIBACHI and KURABU ZAKI airfields, and on TOMARI ZAKI ; 10 photographs of enemy 
installations were obtained; all planes returned safely. 



20 May (Oahu data) 


On 19 May CenPac shore based aircraft continued neutralization of enemy 
occupied atolls of the MARSHALLS; strikes were also made against NAURU and PONAPE. 

5 PVs and 24 F4Us hit WOTJE with 9 tons; 21 tons were dropped on TAROA by 6 PVs, 

12 F6Fs and 5 PBY5As; 6 SBDs and 12 F4Us hit MILLE with 3 tons; 2 PVs, 7 SBDs and 
4 F6Fs dropped 4^ tons on JALUIT. 

Nine B-25s bombed PONAPE on 19 May dropping 36 500 lb bombs on the new 
airfield. 

Twelve B-25s hit NAURU on 19 May with 144 100 lb bombs being concentrated 
against the power and phosphate plant areas; an explosion and several fires 
resulted; AA fire was reported as accurate and intense and inflicted minor damage 
to 4 planes. 

STURGEON on lifeguard station off MARCUS reports at 210848 GCT 3 downed 
airmen aboard; 1 officer and 2 enlisted men. 

SoPac Air Forces on 19 May operated against the RABAUL and NEW IRELAND areas, 
but with much less intensity than on previous operations. Except for bombing of 
TOBERA by 3 B-24s and harassing strikes by an unspecified number of B-25s against 
LAKUNAI, activity in the RABAUL area was limited to patrolling. In NEW IRELAND, 
bridges and other installations were hit by 36 SBDs and TBFs escorted by 8 F4Us; 
other activity was limited to patrolling. 

19 May SWP Air Forces sent 11 B-24s against the KAMIRI Airdrome on N0EMF00R 
ISLAND; the runway and dispersal areas were bombed. Both airfields on BIAK ISLAND 
were hit by 12 A-20s. The heaviest attack in the area was directed against enemy 
concentrations at WEWAK and in the area west thereof; 2 groups of B-25s and 95 
A-20s bombed and strafed. P-40s operated in close support of our ground troops in 
repelling a hostile ground attack against the TOR RIVER beach head (WAKDE Area) 
P-39s conducted fighter sweeps along the north coast of NEW GUINEA. C-47s flew 
90 missions to HOLLANDIA. The airfield on WAKDE will be usable on 20 May. 

BONEFISH reports that at 0700 21 May H(-8) the enemy force previously 
reported was still anchored at TAWI TAWI in the channel east of SIMUNUL ISLAND; 
the CV previously reported could not be positively identified. Also observed at 
anchor were 2 fleet oilers and 3 DDs which entered the bay from the south on 
19 May. Additional small craft were observed to be present. 

Preliminary estimate of casualties in the WAKDE Operation lists 676 Japs 
killed; our casualties: 16 killed, 2 missing, 83 wounded. 
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In the North Pacific area on 19 May 7 PVs from Fleet Air Wing FOUR and one 
8-24 from 11th Air Force bombed the central SHIMUSHU airport and HIGASHI TAKI; 
large fires were observed. 8 photos of enemy installations were obtained. 


21 May (Oahu date) 



At about 1518 (VW) 21 May, while handling ammunition in a nested LST in 
WEST LOCH, an explosion occurred in LST 353 resulting in fire and total loss of 
6 LST'b; complete details are lacking. A preliminary survey indicates that ap¬ 
proximately 442 persons, including 21 civilians, were hospitalized. 


CenPac shore based aircraft continued neutralization of enemy occupied 
atolls of the MARSHALLS on 20 May with strikes against WOTJE (19 tons by 4 PV's, 
30 F4U's and 3 PB2Y's) and against TAROA (21 tons by 7 PV's, 13 F6F's and 4 
PBY5A's). PONAPE was also hit by 6 B-25's which dropped 6 tons. 

The weight of SoPac air force strikes on 20 May was concentrated against 
southern and southeastern BOUGAINVILLE; 30 B-25's, 31 SBD’s and TBF's and 74 
fighter bombers attacked AA positions and bivouac and storage areas. 2 SBD's 
continued to spray cultivated areas. In the RABAUL Area 3 B-24's, 44 SBD's and 
TBF's and 36 fighter bombers bombed VUNAKANATJ Airfield and the vicinity thereof. 
4 B-25's heckled KAVIENG. 


On 20 May, SWP air forces continued to hit the KAMIRI Airdrome on N0MF00R 
ISLAND and the airfields on BIAK ISLAND. 12 A-20's, escorted by P-38's, strafed 
the KAMIRI Airdrome, destroying 7 enemy planes and damaging 6 to 8 others, and 
firing fuel dumps. 34 B-24's dropped 34 tons on BIAK ISLAND. Two groups of B-25's 
with 55 A-20's, escorted by 2 squadrons of Beauforts and 1 group of P-38's, at¬ 
tacked troop concentrations in the BUT and WEWAK Area. 


An unspecified number of B-24's from 13th AF struck PARAM and MOEN ISLANDS 
of TRUK ATOLL; 35 to 40 enemy planes intercepted; we lost 1 bomber. 

22 May (Oahu date) 

On 21 May CenPac shore based aircraft made a coordinated concentrated 
aerial assault by Army, Navy and Marine aircraft against WOTJS ATOLL. 217 sorties 
were flown during the period 211924 GCT to 220230 GCT. A total of 230 tons of 
bombs were dropped and observations by members of TF 59 staff indicate results 
as 70$ effective. Heavy AA fire was reported as meager and inaccurate; automatic 
fire was meager with varied accuracy. 10 planes received minor damage and two 
crewmen were injured. Enroute to the staging base, 16 F4TJ's hit MILLE with 8 
tons, concentrated against the radio station area with unobserved results. 

Four photo planes from Fleet Air Wing TWO, with an escort of 9 B-24's, com¬ 
pleted a special photographic mission of ROTA ISLAND. Bombs were dropped on the 
runway. No enemy aircraft were observed and no AA fire was received. 

CINCPOA 230321 summarizes report after preliminary investigation damage 
resulting from explosions of LST'b at WEST LOCH on 21 May. 
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SAWFISH, operating in EMPIRE waters, reports at 220847 GCT sinking a medium 
AK with 2 Mk. 14 hits; two cases of chicken pox are aboard. 

POLLACK, operating in the BONINS Area, reports sinking 1 DD and damaging 
1 AK on 22 May; Ensign Holland reported as sick aboard since 19 May with symptoms 
indicative of spinal meningitis. 

FENNO Wolfpack (PICUDA, PETO, PERCH) operating east of FORMOSA, reports 
sinking a passenger freighter on 21 May. 

SoPac air forces on night of 20-21 May harassed the RABATJL Airfields with 
4 B-25's, and during the day of 21 May patrolled the same area with 4 F4U's. 24 
SBD's and TBF's, accompanied by 44 fighter bombers, pounded gun positions and 
supply areas at TALILI dropping 12 tons of bombs and 45 incendiary clusters. 

The northern tip of NEW IRELAND was bombed by 30 SBD's and TBF's escorted by 14 
F4U's. 1 T3F and 44 P-39's hit the BONIS supply area and bridges in the vicinity 
of KIETA. 

Com3rdFleet reports probable sinking by a destroyer of enemy submarine 
in the area about 180 miles northeast of MANUS. 

On 21 May, SWP air forces attacked personnel and storage areas at MANOKWARI, 
employing 11 B-24's in a pre-dawn attack. 


A heavy attack against the airfields on BIAK ISLAND was made by 56 B-24's; 
SORIDO VILLAGE and storage areas along the south shore were also hit; 150 tons of 
bombs left the areas covered with smoke and dust and a fuel dump burning. In¬ 
tensive strafing and low level bombing attacks continued against enemy troop con¬ 
centrations in the WEWAK, BUT and DAGUA Areas; B-25's, A-20's, P-38'8 and P-47's 
participated. Enemy installations in the SEPIK RIVER area were also attacked by 
A-20's. C-47 'b flew a total of 93 missions and supplied our forces in the IIOL- 

LANDIA and WEWAK Areas. A bomber strike was made against BABO, but reports of 
the strike have not yet been received. /w, K 


23 May (Oahu date) 


7 


Major strikes of CenPac shore based aircraft on 22 May were cancelled 
because of unfavorable weather. Activity was limited to the strike on PONAPE by 
8 B-25s which dropped 16 500-lb bombs on JOKAJ ISLAND gun positions. 5 photo 
Liberators of Fleet Air Wing TWO photographed both airfields on PONAPE; good 
photo coverage was obtained and 45 100-lb bombs were dropped on the airfields. 

A single search plane dropped 3 1000-lb and 2 100-lb bombs on the radio weather 
station at PULUWAT ISLAND; direct hits were obtained and the housing area destroy¬ 
ed. 


BURRFISH, operating in EMPIRE Waters reports at 231437 GCT one medium AO 
sunk with 3 hits. 


SKATE, operating in BONINS area reports at 241333 GCT one sampan sunk and 
3 prisoners recovered. 
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23 May (Oahu date) - continued - 

SoPac air forces on 22 May flew 131 sorties against the RABAUL area 
concentrating against TOBERA airfield and against enemy installations and gun 
positions in the RABAUL area; fighter-bombers, light and medium bombers, and 2 
B-24s participated. P-39s conducted barge sweeps and 4 B-25s harassed RABAUL 
during the night. Enemy installations in BOUGAINVILLE were attacked by 59 fighter 
bombers. 2 TBFs and 2 P-39s bombed a small island off KAVIENG. 

Operations of SWP air forces were hampered on 22 May by unfavorable 
weather. An unspecified number of A-20s bombed and strafed both airfields on 
BIAK ISLAND. 3 B-24s from 13th Air Force bombed MANOKWARI. 2 B-24s and three 
squadrons of A-20s bombed personnel and storage areas at HANSA BAY. P-40s 
attacked enemy bivouac areas at ARZO Village (South of HOLLANDIA). 

RATON (SWP area) operating east of SINGAPORE reports attacking on 22 May 
a convoy consisting of 3 large APs and 4 large DDs; 1 DD was sunk and 1 AP was 
damaged. 



In the North Pacific on 23 May 5 PVs from Fleet Air Wing FOUR took off 
for the KURILES; 1 plane crashed and exploded after take off; 3 failed to reach 
the target; the remaining plane dropped 2 500-lb bombs and 1 incendiary cluster 
over Central SHIMUSHU. 2 B-25s from 11th Air Force sank a 140-ft picket boat 
in position about 75 miles east of PARAMUSHIRU. A delayed report states that 
on 22 May 3 of 6 starting PVs from Fleet Air Wing FOUR bombed Central SHIMUSHU 
and PARAMUSHIRU by radar through overcast with unobserved results. Each plane 
dropped 2 500-lb bombs and 1 incendiary cluster; 3 planes failed to reach the 
target, though all planes returned safely. 


24 May (Oahu date) 

Results MARCUS strike on 19 and 20 May by TG 58.6 (ESSEX, WASP, SAN 
JACINTO with BALTIMORE, CANBERRA and BOSTON, DesRon 52 and DesDiv 92): 373 sorties 
over target dropped 148 tons, destroying an estimated 15 % of the buildings, in¬ 
cluding possible water distillation plant; 1 AA position and 1 ammunition dump 
were destroyed, and loose stores and 3 revetments were damaged. One Betty was 
shot down and 1 inoperational twin motored plane was damaged on the ground; no 
other enemy aircraft were seen. One armed AK was left burning and sinking 56 
miles north of MARCUS; 1 armed patrol boat was left sinking 375 miles north of 
MARCUS. Our combat losses were 2 F6F's and 2 SB2C's, and 2 pilots and 1 crewman. 
Low clouds and poor visibility affected bombing performance and in some cases 
prevented aircraft from reaching target. 

Results WAKE strike 23 May by TG 58.6: 354 sorties over target dropped 
148 tons, burning out a fuel tank, destroying 20 buildings, and damaging 12 build¬ 
ings and 2 revetments; an observation tower was knocked over; 4 to 6 earth covered 
dumps were hit without visible damage. No enemy aircraft were seen. We had no 
combat losses; our operational losses were 1 SB2C and 1 VFN, and 1 pilot. 

On 23 May CenPac shore based aircraft continued neutralization of enemy 
occupied atolls of the MARSHALLS with strikes against WOTJS (43 sorties, 11 tons) 
and against JALUTT (23 sorties, 22g- tons). PONAPE was also hit by 3 B-24's and 
5 F6F's which dropped 5g- tons on the ore plant and radio station. 
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FENNO Wolfpack (PICUDA, PERCH, PETO) reports PERCH scored 4 hits on 
unidentified ship on night of 23 May. Also reports PICUDA sank the passenger 
freighter previously reported (summary 22 May). 

On 23 May South Pacific air forces hit gun positions and other enemy 
installations in the RABAUL Area with 66 tons employing 41 SBD's and TBF’s, 22 
B-25's and 19 fighter bombers. 24 F4U's blockaded RABAUL during the day; pilots 
reported repairs being made to runways at TOBERA and VUNAKANAU. 51 fighter bom¬ 
bers hit targets in the B0UGA.INVILLE-3UKA Area, including the airfield at BUKA. 

Our ground patrols operating north of the TOROKINA Perimeter on 23 May 
destroyed a large enemy ammunition dump; 70 enemy bodies were found and the bodie 
of 500 others interred. 





(Oahu date) - Cont'd - 


BASHAW (SWP Area), operating southeast of PALAU, reports sinking 1 60-ton 
trawler and damaging 1 Maru and 3 trawlers. 


On 23 May, SWP air forces hit N0EMF00R airfields with an unspecified num¬ 
ber of A-20's, escorted by P-38's; 11 enemy aircraft were destroyed and 4 others 
damaged; 3 fuel dumps were fired and 1 barge and 3 motor vehicles destroyed. For 
the second successive day unfavorable weather caused cancellation of scheduled 
strikes against BIAK ISLAND. Our ground force operations in the NEW GUINEA Area 
south of WAKDE were supported by P-40's and 100 medium and attack bombers and 47 
P-38's. The HANSA BAY Area was attacked by P-39's which started a large fire. 
C-47•s completed 43 missions to WAKDE ISLAND and 46 to HOLLANDIA. 4 3-25's hit 

the east coast of SOEMBA ISLAND and the northeast coast of TANIMBAt? ISLAND. 


CinCSWPA reports that our ground forces operating in the WADKE-SARMI 
Area have crossed the TOR RIVER and are advancing toward a partially constructed 
airfield in the MAFFIN BAY Area. In the HOLLANDIAArea only demoralized enemy 
remnants havo been contacted; patrols have found many dead bodies and natives 
report that other trails are littered with dead bodies; cause of death is appar¬ 
ently starvation. In the WEWAK-HANSA BAY Area our ground patrols report sharp 
clashes with enemy units west of the DANDRIWAD RIVER (25 miles east of AITAPE). 


25 May (Oahu date) 



CominCh and CNO 251326 (pink) states shipping requirements to mount end 
support STALEMATE based on target date of 8 September will be met. 


CTF 57 220300 summarizes operations 16-21 May. 


SoPac air forces on 24 May hit LAKUNAI and RAPOPO Areas with 3 B-24's 
and 8 P-38's, dropping 18 tons. 12 B-25's hit the TALILI supply area with 144 
100-lb. bombs. The KAVIENG airfield and gun positions in the vicinity were 
hit by 30 SBD's and 4 TBF's which placed 19 bombs on the runway; a total of 19 
tons were dropped. In the B0UGAINVILLE-8UKA Areas, gun positions and other 
enemy installations were hit by 30 SBD's, 10 TBF's and 36 fighter bombers. 

Photos show all enemy airfields in the BISMARCK ARCHIPELAGO to be unserviceable, 
except VUNAKANAU, TOBERA and LAKUNAI (RABAUL Area). 


- Continued - 


DECLASSIFIED 

Authority: EO 12958, as amended 
HQ USEUCOM 


1933 









25 May (Oahu date -Cont’d-) 


^ DECLASSIFIED 

Authority: E012958, as amended 
HQ USEUCOM 


SWP air force’s major strikes were again cancelled on 24 May because of 
unfavorable weather. B-24's from 13th AF (MANUS) bombed the BOSNEK Airfield 
on BIAK ISLAND. 3 B-24's from the same force hit MANOKWARI during the night, 
and 2 B-24's hit the MAFFIN BAY Area. Gun positions, and personnel and storage 
areas in the BUT-30RAM Sector were attacked by 24 B-25's, 68 A-20’s and 48 
fighters. C-47’s flew 30 missions to WAKDE ISLAND, and 50 to HOLLANDIA. 


Observer’s report on 23 May shows in TAWI TAWI Anchorage 40 warships and 
medium AK's, plus 6 CV’s (probably including 1 CVL); 10 BB’s/CA's (probably 3 
BB's, 7 CA's); 1 large AO present. 

CinCSWPA reports total enemy casualties in the AITAPE-HOLLANDIA Area to 
be 3,222 dead. 


In the North Pacific, 4 of 6 starting PV's from Fleet Air Wing FOUR 
bombed Central SHIMUSHU on 24 May; 1 large and several small fires were ob¬ 
served; photographs were obtained; all planes returned safely. 


26 May (Oahu date) 





On 24 May CenPac shore based aircraft made strikes against MILLE (6 tons 
by 12 F4Us), JALUIT (16^ tons by 10 B-25s, 7 SBDs, 3 F6Fs, 2 PVs), WOTJE (30tons 
by 38 F4Us, 7 PVs, 7 SBDs, 11 B-25s), and PONAPE (7.6 tons by 9 B-25s). On 25 
May the above objectives, with the exception of MILLE were again hit with ap¬ 
proximately the same force and tonnage. 


PERMIT reports sinking 1 of 2 enemy submarines leaving OTTA PASS (TRUK) 
with mark 14 torpedo. Also reports finding Japanese rubber raft with chart 
showing search sectors from TRUK along medians 070 and 110 for 350 miles. 

(p/niC) 

Marshall 242030Z discusses command situation of Army Forces in the 
Pacific Ocean Areas. 


During practice firing the THATCHER (DD 514) #3 gun fired into 40-mm 
mount killing 5 and seriously injuring 9. The materiel damage will be repaired 
by the CASCADE (AD 16). In progress is an investigation which was ordered by 
ComBatPac. A preliminary and incomplete report indicates firing cut-outs 
function at 008 and 310 instead of 030 and 330. 


On the night of 24-25 May four pairs of Marine Mitchells contimied to 
harass RABAUL. On the 25th unfavorable weather restricted air activities in 
RABAUL area, the activities being limited to a strike by 12 B-25s against the 
TALILI supply areas; 144 100-lb bombs started 1 large and many smaller fires. 

12 other Mitchells and 34 fighters, being unable to penetrate the weather front 
blocking RABAUL, bombed BUGAINVILLE targets. Fighter sweeps were made along the 
coasts of NEW IRELAND, BUKA and BUGAINVILLE. 

ComCortDiv 40 reports that at 2323 L(-ll) 26 May the ENGLAND (DE 635) 
assisted by the GEORGE (DE 697) sank a Japanese submarine in position 00-36 S, 
148-24 E (NE of MANUS). 
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26 May (Oahu date) - continued - 

SWP Air Forces continued heavy attacks against enemy forces in the BUT- 
BORAM area; 1 group of B-25s, 2 groups of A-20s and 8 P-47s bombed and strafed 
storage and personnel areas and roads. B-24s from 13th Air Force bombed SORIDO 
airfield on BIAK ISLAND and hit installations along the south shore; explosions 
and fires resulted. 3 British Beauforts made a night attack against the WEWAK 
airstrip starting fires. An unspecified number of B-25s bombed enemy installations 
at MIOBO in AROE Islands on 26 May; Allied air forces supported the landing on 
BIAK ISLAND and report no enemy air reaction. 

LAPON reports sinking 2 large AKs and damaging 1 large AK due north of 
NATUNA ISLANDS (N.E.I.). 

The assault by SWP Amphibious Forces against BIAK ISLAND was initiated 
early 27 May (East longitude date) and at midday the operation was proceeding 
according to schedule. The landing was accomplished in the face of enemy mortar 
fire. The LCTs made wet landings 200 yards from the beach. DUKWs and vehicles 
were discharged from the LSTs at 0715 K(-10). CG Landing Force assumed command 
at 0930 K. During the initial bombardment the HUTCHINS sustained a 5" shell hit; 
the foremast was cut half through and the shell penetrated 4 feet of the main 
deck; radars were decommissioned; 3 men were injured. 

In the North Pacific on 25 May 1 PV from Fleet Air Wing FOUR flew an armed 
reconnaissance mission over central SHIMUSHU; 5 planes took off, but 2 returned 
due to mechanical difficulty, and 2 due to unfavorable weather; all returned 
safely. One of 2 starting B-24s of 11th AF bombed MATSUWA, 1 Liberator turned 
back because of engine trouble; both returned safely. 

27 May (Oahu date) 

ASPRO, operating northwest of PALAU, reports sinking 2 AK’s on 14-15 May. 

CominCh 251859 (pink) raises 3 major points with respect to possible fleet 
engagements during FORAGER. 

CinCPac 272136 (pink) replies to foregoing despatch. 

CominCh and CNO 251156 (pink) assumes submarine deployment in TAVYI TAWI 
Area sufficient to exploit any sorties attempted by Japanese Fleet during FORAGER. 

CinCSWPA via Com7thFleet 280121 (pink) replies to the foregoing despatch. 

On 26 May the weight of strikes by SoPac air forces was directed against 
the RABAUL Area with 207 sorties dropping 92 tons of 100-lb. and 1000-lb. bombs on 
AA positions and other enemy installations; TOBERA Airfield was also hit with 13 
tons by 4 B-24's which obtained 4 hits on the runway. 66 fighter bombers bombed 
enemy installations in the BOUGAINVILLE Area. Night patrols continued to harass 
RABAUL; they also operated over NEW IRELAND and northern BOUGAINVILLE. 

On 26 May, 81 B-24's escorted by 2 squadrons of P-38's, dropped 238 tons of 
bombs on enemy installations and gun positions during the landing operations at 
BIAK ISLAND. Targets on the Island were also bombed by B-24's from the 13th AF 
prior to the landings. As our ground troops on BIAK moved westward along the 
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south shore, several squadrons of A-20's attacked enemy gun positions at the MCKMER 
Airdrome and the nearby jetty. As our landing craft moved in to the beach, an um¬ 
brella cover was provided by P-47's. Of several intercepting Jap fighters, 4 were 
definitely destroyed. During the afternoon of the initial landing, 12 Helen's at¬ 
tacked our shipping off BIAK; 4 were shot down; 1 crashed on SC 699 setting the 
ship on fire; the ship was abandoned byt at last report was still afloat; casualtie: 
on the SC were 9 burned, 4 seriously. The BUT-30RAM Area was again pounded heavily 
by a strike executed by 18 B-25's and 56 A-20 'b; P-47's also strafed the BUT and 
WEWAK Areas. The A-20's returning from BIAK bombed targets along the MOEWAR RIVER 
west of MAFFIN BAY; several villages in the same area were also hit. 12 Mitchell's 
attacked village^ in north central TIMOR and 10 other Mitchell 'b hit BABO. 

PARGO (SWP Area), operating west of the PHILIPPINES, reports sinking 1 AK 
(2101) and damaging 1 AK (3168) and 1 AO (10,052). 


CABRILLA (SWPArea), operating in CELEBES SEA, east of BORNEO, reports damag¬ 
ing 1 airplane tender with 1 hit for 6 fired, and sinking 1 pD^ | 7 


Latest reports indicate that the BIAK Operation progresses satisfactorily 
and according to schedule. In the WAEDE Area our forces advanced to the westward 
through MAFFIN VILIA.GE: during this advance 225 Japs were killed; total Jap casual¬ 
ties in this area stand at 1135 killed and 6 captured. 

28 May (Oahu date) 





CenPac shore based aircraft continued neutralization of enemy occupied atolls 
of the MARSHALLS with strikes against T70TJE (7 tons by 7 F4 U'b, 4 F6F's, 7 SBD's), 

JALUIT (45 tons by 45 B-25’s), and MILLE (5 tons by 4 FGF's, 8 SBD's). 9 B-25's 
also strafed enemy installations on POTTAPE and PAKIN ISLANDS. 


Richardson 280842Z (pink) replies to Marshall 242030Z (pink); subject per¬ 
tains to command situation of Army forces in the Pacific Ocean Areas. 


On 27 May SoPac air forces employing heavy, medium, and light bombers, and 
fighters made 143 sorties against targets in the RA3AUL Area dropping a total of 
123 tons of bombs; the weight of the strikes was directed against the LAK1JNAI and 
TOBERA Areas with a lesser weight being directed against the VANUKANAU Area; our 
losses were 1 T3F and 1 SBD destroyed, and 1 F4U and 1 TBF damaged. An unspecified 
number of fighter bombers hit enemy installations on BOUGAINVILLE. 

On 27 May ST/P air forces continued to pound enemy concentrations in the WE- 
WAK Area and to the west thereof, employing B-25's, A-20's and P-47's; and to hit 
personnel and storage areas at SARMI with A-20's. Fighter sweeps were made in the 
HANSA BAY Area. Fighters and A-20's provided close support for our ground forces 
on BIAK ISLAND, and B-25's closely supported our ground forces in the MAFFIN BAY 
Area. Heavy bombers hit enemy buildings on JAPEN ISLAND, and bombed the RANSIKI 
Airfield on VOGELKOP, and the two airfields on N0EMF00R ISLAND. B-24's from the 
13th AF harassed WOLEAI and 3 islands of the TRUK ATOLL. 9 B-24’s staged from 
DARWIN bombed BOETA on CERAM ISLAND. C-47's flew 50 supply missions to HOLLANDIA, 
186 to Y/AEDE, 8 to MARAUKE. 

On D plus 1 two DD's rendered close fire support to our ground forces on 
BIAK ISLAND, who were overcoming Jap resistance at the eastern edge of MCKMER 
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28 May (Oahu date - Cont'd) 

Airdrome. Three DD's bombarded BIAK early morning of D plus 2. The STOCKTON 
(DD 646) received 1 4-inch or 5-inch shell hit causing slight material damage, 
with casualties of 1 killed and 1 wounded; PT 339 beached and was destroyed by 
our own gunfire without casualties. On the evening of 26 May 1 Jap plane dropped 
bombs on WAEDE killing 6 and seriously wounding 5. 

The initial landing on BIAZ ISLAND was made at BOSNEK by the 162 Infantry 
and 186th Infantry Regiments of the 41st Division. The movement westward toward 
MCKMER Airdrome proceeded with slight opposition. At BOSNEK the Landing Force 
captured two 6-inch guns, four 5-inch guns, and two 3-inch guns. Numerous reports 
from natives indicate that the Japanese position in the HOLLANDIA-WEWAK Area is 
desperate, that the enemy's morale is severely shaken, that the force is disinte¬ 
grating into small detachments, and that all are critically short of food. In the 
area approximately 5 miles southwest of the exit from LAKE SENTANI our ground 
patrols found 300 dead Japs who apparently had suffered death from starvation. 



29 May (Oahu date) 


CenPac shore based aircraft on 27 May continued with strikes against POHAFE 
where hangar, barracks, and warehouse areas, and both airfields, were severely 
pounded by 24 B-24's and 52 B-25's whioh dropped 101 tons of bombs and incendiar¬ 
ies; against T70TJE where 50jr tons of bombs were dropped on the major islands of 
the atoll by 46 SBD's, 107 F4U's, 7 F6F's, and 1 PV; against JALT7IT where 7 PV's 
dropped 7-g- tons on EMIDJ; and against MILLE where 15 F4U's dropped tons of bombs 
in the barracks area. Two F4U's returning to MAJURO collided in mid-air in the 
traffic circle; both pilots were presumably lost. On the following day (28 May) 
strikes were continued against WOTJE (by 12 SBD's, 23 F4U's, 2 PV's), JALUIT (29 
B-25's), MILLE (13 B-25's, 6 TBF's, 12 F4U's), and TAROA (6 SBD's, 4 F6F»s). 

8 photographic plane6 accompanied by 14 B-24's staged from ENIWETCE completed 
a successful photographic mission of SAIPAN on 28 May. Of 12 intercepting fighters 
2 were probably destroyed and 2 damaged. Sighted in TANAPAG HARBOR were one pos¬ 
sible BB, 2 CL's, 8 AK's, and 6 seaplanes; at ALISTO Field were 25 VF's, and 12 
VB(M)'s. One B-24 was shot down 40 miles east of SAIPAN with the loss of 4 offi¬ 
cers and 6 enlisted men; 2 parachuting crew members were strafed by an enemy 
fighter. 

CTF 57 270320 summarizes operations 22-26 May. 

SILVERSIDES, operating in the MARIANAS, gives results previously unreported: 

4 ships sunk, one probably sunk, and 2 damaged (types unstated). At 300600 GCT 
she was chasing a convoy at 16-10 N, 144-45 E (NW of SAIPAN), course 310, speed 8. 

PERCH, operating east of FORMOSA, reports at 301036 GCT obtaining 4 probable 
hits from 6 Mark 14's fired at target that appeared to be a diesel tanker. 

C-A 

• Unknown o r iginat or- (HARDER ?) reports at 301122 GCT one each TTAGATO, FUSO, 
KONGO Class BBLs and 3 other BB's, plus smaller craft, departed southern SIBUTU 
STRAIT — ^ 0 ^), course 160, high speed; no carriers were sighted, but 

were believed to be present. Originator is searching toward DAVAO; both peri¬ 
scopes are damaged. 
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29 May (Oahu date - Cont'd.) 


On 28 May SoPac air forces made 101 sorties against gun positions and other 
enemy installations in the RABAUL Area. 40 sorties hit enemy targets on BOUGAIN¬ 
VILLE. 6 TBF's continued destruction of enemy's cultivated areas. 


On 28 May (D plus 2) our ground forces on BIAK were held up by enemy oppo¬ 
sition east of MOKMER Airdrome; 29 B-24's dropped 80 tons of bombs on enemy posi¬ 
tions in the MCK1IER Area; A-20's and B-25's rendered continuous support. Enemy air 
action in the area was limited to attacks by groups of 2 to 3 fighters; 2 were shot 
down by ships' gunfire, one by ground AA fire, and 3 by our fighters. 


One group of B-25's again struck BABO, burning one fuel dump and starting 
other fires. Medium bombers and fighters struck Jap gun positions in the WEWAK 
Area. B-24's from 13th AF bombed SATAWAN ISLAND; details are unreported. 23 B-24'i 
on 27 May hit W0LEAI; 2 large oil fires were started and 2 enemy planes were desroy- 
ed. Fighter sweeps were made against the HANSA BAY Area. 


In the North Pacific on 27 May 5 PV's from Fleet Air Wing FOUR made an armed 
reconnaissance over the KURILES; solid overcast prevented observation of results. 


30 May (Oahu date) 




CTF 57 reports that native scouts were landed on MALOELAP and interviewed 
natives. They report Jap garrison strength to be 2000 (mostly navy) and 500 
Koreans; these were concentrated at TAR0A and REUTER ISLANDS. The air bombing 
and surface bombardment have inflicted an estimated 2500 casualties; all above 
ground installations exoept mobile artillery have been destroyed. They report 
native food only available and scarce; water is adequate. The natives did not 
know of our occupation of the MARSHALLS. Jap morale was reported as still good 
and that they are expecting help. 


TAMB0R reports sinking 1 6500-ton diesel freighter with two hits NW of the 
MARIANAS; she states that a radar equipped DD and radar equipped planes foiled a 
night attack on 2 Maru's on 27 May. Air natrols were active in the vicinity of 
the MARIANAS. 


Additional submarine reports of sightings of Japanese Warships have been 
received, and are summarized chronologically as follows (all times H(-8)): 

(1) 1400,30 May, by CABRILLA ; 1 each KONGO, NAGAT0, FUS0, and possibly 3 
other BB's, departed S SIBUTU (near TAWI TAV/l), course 160, high speed. 

(2) 1500, 30 May, by BLUEFISH:1 BB, 4 CA's, 3 DD's posit 04-40 N, 120-08 E 
(43 miles E of S SIBUTU, 33 miles S of E TAWI TAWI), course 090, speed 19. 

(3) Dawn, 31 May, by BLUEFISH : In TAWI TAWI BAY were 3 CV's, 2 BB's, 2 CA’s, 
2 large unidentified warships, and other smaller craft; believes 1 additional 
carrier possibly present. 

(4) 1025, 31 May, by GURNARD: 3 BB's with unidentified screen posit 5-19 N, 
125-40E (lS miles SE of SARANGAMI) course 050, speed 18. 

(5) 12 00, 31 May, by RAY : 1 YAMASHIRO BB, 3 DD's, 2 CL's (unidentified, but 
not YUBARI or EATORI Class) passing 10 miles S of SARANGANI, course 060, speed 19. 

(6) 1200-1600, 31 May, by PUFFER : Over 100 carrier aircraft forming up in 
vicinity of TAWI TAWI; incficates sortie by at least 3 CV’s. 
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30 May (Oahu date - Cont'd) 

CominCh & CNO “X92206 redesignates amphibious forces of the Pacific Fleet and 
assigns commanders. 

On 29 May SBD’s and TBF’s dropped 31 tons of bombs on the KAVIENG runway, 
rendering the field unserviceable; intense, accurate AA fire shot down 3 SBD’s 
and damaged 1 T3F; 2 pilots and 1 gunner were rescued. 23 B-25’s hit TOBERA with 
276 100-lb. bombs; results were unobserved. 43 fighter bombers started fires in 
TALILI supply area with 54 500-lb. bombs. 41 fighter bombers struck enemy instal¬ 
lations along the northern and eastern coasts of BOUGAINVILLE and bombed the BUKA 
airstrip. During the night 3 B-25's heckled RABAUL, though major strikes against 
the town were weathered out. 

ComSoPac reports the landing of a reconnaissance party on TINGWON ISLAND 
(W of NEW HANOVER ISLAND). The party recovered several machine guns, and destroyed 
Jap mortar ammunition and 20 drums of gasoline; no enemy were encountered. 

Unfavorable weather on 29 May prevented air support of our ground forces on 
BIAK ISLAND. On the night of 28-29 May TRUK and W0I.EAI were bombed by B-24's 
from the 13th AF. Neither interception nor AA fire was encountered. B-24's, A-20’s 
and B-25's hit the WEWAK Area bombing enemy installations and gun positions. The 
SARMI and MAFFIN BAY Areas were attacked by A-20's and B-25's. P-39's made fighter 

sweeps over the HANSA BAY Area. C-47's flew 69 missions to HOLLANDIA and 13 to 
WAKDE. 11 B-25's bombed TIMOEKA airstrip (SW NEW GUINEA), silencing AA fire; the 
strip was believed to be serviceable. 

Our ground forces continued to meet resistance along the eastern edge of 
MOKMER Airdrome which is covered by enemy shore defensive guns and mortars. The 
162nd Infantry on the west flank was still heavily engaged with a force estimated 
as 1 Infantry Battalion reinforced with tanks and naval guns. 

In the MAFFIN BAY Area fighting continues against an eneny force SE of the 
MAFFIN airstrin. 75 of the enemy attacked our perimeter near TOEM; 53 were killed. 
Total enemy casualties in the MAFFIN BAY-SARMI Area stands at 1,329 killed 6 cap¬ 
tured; an estimated 2000-3000 enemy remain in the area. 

Enemy movements continue westward from WEWAK. 

In the North Pacific on 29 May 2 B-24’s from the 11th AF and 5 PV’s from 
Fleet Air Wing FOUR made an armed reconnaissance over MATSUWA, SHIMUSHU, and 
HASHIWABARA; bombs were dropped but results were unobserved 



31 May (Oahu date) 


CenPac shore based aircraft continued on 29 May with strikes against MALOELAP 
(10 ton by 8 F6F's, 14 SBD’S), MILLE (4 tons by 7 F4U’s, 7 SBD), WOTJE (3 tons by 
24 F4U's, 12 S3D's, 3 PV's). Two B-24’s obtained partial photographic coverage 
of WOTJE, MILLE and JALUIT. 

The airfield on ENGEBI ISLAND (ENIWETOK) is named WIGLEY FIELD in honor of the 
late Lieutenant Colonel Ray Clark Wigley, 0-337221, AUS. Lt. Col. Wigley was former 
Commanding Officer, 531st Fighter Bombardment Squadron; he was killed in action 18 
January 1944 while leading his squadron on ugc0fi$j)*f£b mission over JALUIT ATOLL. 
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The SS HENRY BERGH, enroute from PEARL to SAN FRANCISCO* encountered fog 
and grounded SE of FARALLON ISLANDS at 1205 GCT 31 Kay. 1,216 passengers were 
aboard. Rescue and salvage operations are in progress. All crewmen and passengers 
have been removed except the Captain and 14 men. 

A South Pacific search plane reports 3 DD's in position 05-10 N, 152-42 E, 
course 170, speed 20 (150 miles SSW of TRUK;.DesDiv 41 (4 DD) has been despatched 
to intercepting position on Equator at 154 E. 

A summary of results of South Pacific anti-submarine operations in the area 
generally NE of MANUS during the period 20-26 May liBts 3 enemy submarines as prob¬ 
ably destroyed, 1 damaged, and 1 attacked. On 30 May an additional enemy submarine 
was believed to have been sunk. 

S0PAC air forces on 30 May made 100 sorties against the RABAUL Sector concen¬ 
trating against supply areas; lighter bombers, TBF's, SBD's, PV’s, and Army and 
Marine Mitchell's participated; 1 TEF was shot down by AA fire over TALILI; pilots 
reported observing several small parachutes released by bursting AA shell at 4,000 
feet, F4U's continued to harass KAVIENG. 36 F4U's returning from RABAUL attacked 
barges along the 30UGAINVILLE Coast. 

On 29 May 1 of our Infantry Battalions landed on the north bank of the 
TEXESSI RIVER (15 miles SE of T0RCKINA RIVER); they secured a position in which one 
of our artillery battalions emplaced their guns. 

RAY reports sighting 1 CA (A0BA Class) and 1 CL (NAT0RI Class) at 1300 H(-8) 

1 June in position 5-40 N, 125-49 E, course 020, speed 18, (S of DAVAO GULF). 

On 30 May SV7P air forces bombed and strafed BAB0 with 3 squadrons of B-25's; 
fires were started among buildings on taxiways and in fuel dumps; 15 enemy fighters 
intercepted, but results of interception were unreported. An unspecified number of 
B-24's bombed CAPE M0EN. B-25's and A-20's continued to give close support to our 
ground forces on BIAK, and medium bombers closely supported our forces in the MAFFIN 
BAY Area. P-39's and Beauforts bombed and strafed TJEWAK and HANSA BAY Areas. On 
29 and 30 May B-24's from the 13th AF hit W0LEAI; neither interception nor AA fire 
was encountered. On the night of 29-30 May 1 enemy plane bombed WAKDE without in¬ 
flicting damage. A-20's and P-38's attacked RANSDCI, south of MANIKW0RI. 

In the North Pacific on 30 May 4 PV's from Fleet Air Wing FOUR carried out an 
armed reconnaissance over SHIMUSHU; solid overcast obscured results and prevented 
photographing. Two B-25's attacked picket boats about 150 miles ESE of PARAMUSHIRU; 
1 picket boat was sunk and 1 damaged; 1 B-25 was seriously damaged. 




31 May (Oahu date - Cont'd) 
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1 June (Oahu date) 


Activities of CenPac shore based aircraft on 30 May included strikes 
against PONAPE, TRUK, WAKE and enemy occupied atolls of the MARSHALLS. 10 B-25s 
hit PONAPE with 8 tons concentrated against the new airfieldjand gun positions on 
JOKAJ ISLAND. 7 B-24s dropped 12 tons on 3 islands of the TRUK Atoll. 18 B-24s 
hit WAKE with 42 tons concentrated on WILKES ISLAND, PEACOCK and HEEL POINT. The 
other objectives included WOTJE (4 F6Fs, 32 F4Us, 19 SBDs, 2 PVs) and TAROA (8 F6F 
14 SBDs). 1 PV reconnoitered TONGI Atoll; no enemy activity was observed. 


14 B-24s escorted several PB4Y photographic planes (from SoPac) in a 
photographic mission over GUAM at 290130 GCT May. Of several enemy fighters which 
intercepted, one is believed to have been destroyed. 15 to 20 single and twin 
motored planes were observed on the OROTE Airfield. 4 AKs were observed in OROTE 
Harbor. 


During the night of 30-31 May SoPac air forces continued to heckle RABAUL. 
On the 31st operations were conducted in unfavorable weather with results being 
generally unobserved. 94 sorties of various types of aircraft hit TOBERA, VUNAPO- 
PE, TALILI, DUKE OF YORK ISLAND and RABAUL TOWN. 3 SBDs bombed SOHANA ISLAND and 
the BONIS area. 

72 P-39 sorties were flown in the BOUGAINVILLE area hitting the coast 
opposite the NE tip of SOHANA ISLAND. 

Two infantry battalions which have been landed on the north bank of the 
TEKESSI RIVER (15 miles SE of TOROKINA RIVER) advanced to the northward without 
making enemy contact. 

FLASHER (SWP area) operating in N.E.I. and PHILIPPINES area reports sinking 
1 large AK (7500), 1 medium AK (4000), 2 small AKs (1065 e%) for a total of 
12,565 tons; and damaging 1 7500-ton AK. 

CREVALLE (SWP area) operating north of MALAY BARRIER reports sinking one 
large AO (16,764), 1 AK (6989) for a total of 23,753 tons; and probably sinking 
1 7499-ton AO. 


U 


ANGLER (SWP area) operating SOENDA STRAIT reports sinking one 5704-ton AK; 
owing to 75$ of the crew suffering with sickness, the patrol was terminated. 

On 31 May SWP air forces supported our ground forces on BIAK ISLAND by 
hitting the MOKMER area with 33 B-24s which dropped 80 tons of bombs and with 
medium bombers directed against gun positions and other enemy installations; 
fighters also patrolled the area without encountering enemy interception. 

RANSIKI (south of MANOKWARl) was hit by 2 squadrons of A-20s escorted by P-38s. 
Our ground forces in MAFFIN BAY area were given close support by B-25s and P-47s 
which strafed armored vehicles and bombed bivouac and supply areas. 2 groups of 
A-20s and 12 Beauforts bombed and strafed villages south of DAffUA and at WEWAK. 
Fighter sweeps were made in the HANSA BAY area and along other portions of the 
North Coast of NEW GUINEA. Targets on PULUWAT and WOLEAI were bombed by 4 B-24s 
from 13th Air Force; results were unobserved. C-47s flew 65 supply missions to 
HOLLANDIA and 26 to WAKDE. 


- continued - 
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1 June (Oahu date) - continued - 

6 DDs remained at BIAK to furnish close supporting fires for our ground 
forces. An echelon of 8 LCTs, 1 AK and 5 DDs arrived BOSNEK from HOLLANDIA; it 
is scheduled to return to HOLLANDIA on 4 June. 

Report of land activity on BIAK ISLAND indicates no change in the situation 
Total force on the Island consists of the 41st Division and 1 RCT of the 40th 
Division. 3 enemy counter-attacks against the forward elements of the 162nd Inf. 
Regiment in the MOKMER area forced our troops to withdraw to a defensive position. 
Total enemy casualties in the BIAK area are reported as 679 killed, 2 captured; 
our casualties are unreported. 

In the MAFFIN BAY area the 158th Infantry Regiment forced to withdraw 

to MAFFIN VILLAGE where it established a perimeter defense. Enemy parties con¬ 
tinue to infiltrate through our lines. Enemy mortar fire continues against our 
forces. 


In the HOLLANDIA area the total enemy casualties stand at 2561 killed, 

550 captured. 

On 31 May 4 PVs from Fleet Air Wing FOUR executed an armed reconnaissance 
over SHIMUSHU; bombs were dropped and photographs were taken. 
safely. 

2 June (Oahu date) 

A MARSHALLS search plane over TRUK reports sinking 1 7000-ton AK; the 
seaplane base at MOEN was strafed; two small AK's were set ablaze and an ammunitio 
dump on the west side of DUBLON was set afire. TRUK was also hit by an unspecifie 
number of B-24's from the 13th AF; 8 fires and explosions resulted in the fuel 
storage areas; 15 enemy fighters intercepted, but results of interception are un¬ 
reported. 

BARB reports sinking 2 AK's with 3 Mk. 14 hits each on 31 May in the 
OKHOTSK SEA; 1 petty officer was taken prisoner and used as pilot; information 
on minefields and anti-submarine defenses was obtained from the prisoner. 

GUITARRO reports sinking 1 large AK on 30 May and 1 10,000-ton AO on 1 
June off the southeast coast of FORMOSA. 

PICUDA, operating with the GUITARRO (FENNO Wolfpack), reports damaging 
1 large AK with 2 hits, and a small AK with 1 hit on 1 June in the area SE of 
FORMOSA. 

BALAO reports 1 5,000-ton AO sunk with 2 Mk. 14 hits on 1 June in the area 
180 miles NE of HALMAHERA. 

Information received from the American Red Cross states that 13 men from 
the SCULFIN are prisoners of war in JAPAN. 


All planes returned 
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2 June (Oahu date - Cont'd) 
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On 1 June SoPac air forces flew 68 sorties which concentrated against 
RABAUL TOWN, TODSRA and VUNAKANAU; 4 B-25's, 16 SBD's, 48 fighter bombers parti¬ 
cipated. 24 B-25's hit enemy installations in the BORPOP Area of FETf IRELAND. 

38 fighter bombers attacked enemy installations in the BOUGAINVILLE-BUKA Area. 
Planes continued to heckle RABAUL and KAVIENG during the night. Destruction of 
cultivated areas on BOUGAINVILLE continued. 

I 

CREVALLE (SWP Area), operating N. of 30P.NE0, reports sinking 1 AK with two 
hits from 6 torpedoes fired. 

ROBALO (SWP), operating off FRENCH INDO CHINA Coast, reports probably sink¬ 
ing 1 7,500-ton AO. 

Following reports of sightings of enemy surface ships are listed chrono¬ 
logically (all times K(-10))i 

(1) 0300. 2 June, by plane ;- Enemy DD (5 ships) posit 03-15 N, 130-45 E 
(155 miles tfE of HALNAHERA), course 240, no soeed given. 

(2) 0130, 3 June, by plane ;- 15 ships, types unstated (in 4 groups), 
mean posit 05-39 N, 126-15 E (just S. of DAVAO GULF), course 150, speed 15. 

(3) 0440, 3 June, by RASHER :- 2 CA's, 4 DD's posit 04-27 N, 126-57 E 
(10 miles E of N. Centra] TALAUD IS.), course 150, speed 22. 

(4) 1424, 3 June, by plane :- 2 BB's, 3 CA's, 1 CL, 9 DD's posit 04-18 IT, 

128-30 E (90 miles E of Central TALAUD IS. ) ,co»ree \se>, jlo. 

(3) 2020, 3 June, by plane :- 3 large AK's, 7 armed atfTlll.il)iaries, course 300, 
speed 10, posit 7-l0 W, 150-10 E (90 miles W of TRUK). 

(6) 2330, 3 June, by plane:- Attack completed on 1 DD posit 00-40 S, 133-47E 
(off NEW GUINEA Coast, NW of MANCKY/ARl). 

(7) 0003, 4 June, by plane :- 10 ships (types unstated) posit 01-50 N, 

130-00 E (110 miles ENE of HALVAHERA), course 115, no speed given. 

(8) 0138, 4 June, by plane :- 2 DD’s posit 04-00 N, 129-45 E (180 miles E 
of S TALAUD IS.); 1 direct hit and 2 near misses left DD in sinking condition. 

(9) 0243, 4 June, by plane :- Bombed DD sank. 

(10) (1)300, 4 June, by plane:- 8 ships (types unstated) posit 02-10 N, 

130-00 E (lTO ENE of HALMAHERA), no course or speed given. 

SWP air forces on 1 June attacked enemy targets on BIAK ISIAND with 1 squad¬ 
ron of B-24's; medium bombers closely supported our ground forces on 3LMC ISLAND 
and assisted our 1TAFFIN BAY forces by bombing and strafing bivouac areas in rear 
of enemy in the MAFFIN BAY Area. An unspecified number of B-25's, escorted by 
P-47's, attacked N0TMF00R ISLAND. 23 B-25's, turned back from BABO because of un¬ 
favorable weather, attacked the airdrome and nearby villages at TBIOEKA (SW NEW 
GUINEA), fuel dumps were fired and buildings destroyed; accurate AA fire damaged 
1 plane; there was no enemy interception. Air operations in the BUT-30RA1! Area 
were cancelled because of unfavorable weather. C-47's flew 24 supply missions 
to HOLLANDIA and 4 to WAKDE; 44 others were cancelled because of bad weather. 

Enemy flierB bombed and strafed the 3IAK Area causing only slight damage; 7 planes 
were reported definitely shot down by AA fire with 3 probably shot down. 

In the North Pacific on 1 June 2 11th AF Liberator's executed an armed 
reconnaissance over SHBUTSHIRU with unobserved results. 4 PV’s from Fleet Air 
Wing FOUR made an armed reconnaissance over SHBUTSHU and EASHIWABARA. All planes 
from both of the above missions returned safely. 
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3 June (Oahu date) 


CenPac shore based aircraft struck WOTJE on 31 May (4 l/3 tons by 28 F4U's, 
12 SBD's, 2 PV'b), on 1 June (7 tons by 12 SBD's, 3 PV's, 22 F4U’s), and on 2 
June (3.3 tons by 2 P^’s, 25 F4U's); TAROA on 31 May (6* tons by 21 SBD's, 12 
F6F's), on 1 June (7 tons by 15 SBD's, 12 F6F's), and on 2 June (2^- tons by 6 SBD, 
4 F6F's)j REUTER (MALOELAP ATOLL) on 31 May (2^ tons by 6 SBD's, 4 F6F's); JALUIT 
on 31 May (3 tons by 2 PV's); MILLE on 1 June (8-g- tons by 9 SBD's, 8 F4U , s); 

NAURU on 2 June (11 tons by 11 B-25's). Two PV's made a photo reconnaissance 
over NAURU and OCEAN ISLANDS on 2 June; heavy AA fire at NAURU was moderate; at 
OCEAN, intense. 


On 2 June 17 B-24's from 7th AF dropped 40^ tons on 3 islands of TRUK ATOLL* 
hitting warehouse and dispersal areas, and runways. TRUK was also hit on 1 June 
by 16 B-24's from 13th AF; of 20-40 intercepting fighters, 10 were shot down; 10 
B-24's sustained damage; 3 crewmen were killed and 4 wounded. 

CTF 59 reports search plane sighted 7 armed auxiliaries, 1 DD, 2 medium AKs 
and 1 large AK at 030840 GCT in position 07-10 N, 150-10 E (90 miles W. of TRUK), 
course 270, speed 10. A large AK was reported as probably sunk and all auxiliar¬ 
ies were severely strafed. 


BLAIR IVo If pack (PINTADO, SHARK, PILOTFISH), operating NW MARIANAS, reports 
at 031716 GCT sinking of 1 large Maru with 5 hits from 6 torpedoes fired by the 
PINTADO, and the damaging of 2 AK's with 2 hits in each by the SHARK. 


CominCh 031330 gives locations of echelons of ComGen USAF CHINA-BURMA-INDIA 
and of ComGen 14th AF; clarifies situations such as that delineated in ComNavUnit 
14th AAF and related despatches (pertains to operations projected from one area 
into another without the prior concurrence of and coordination with the Area 
Commander concerned). 

All SoPac air strikes against RABATJL were cancelled on 2 June owing to un¬ 
favorable weather. 4 Marine Mitohell's continued to heckle RABAUL during the 
night of 1-2 June; fighter planes also continued to heckle KAVIENG during the 
night. 48 fighter bombers hit enemy installations in BOUGAINVILLE, with unre¬ 
ported results. 

Our ground forces on BIAK ISLAND are engaged in dislodging the enemy from 
defended positions, and have occupied the open ground to the N. of BOSNEKi an 
enemy counter attack was repulsed and 81 of the enemy killed; an additional 100 
dead Japs were found in 1 of the captured caves overlooking the coastal road. 
Attack and fighter bombers continue close support of our ground forces. Elements 
of our ground forces landed on OWI and WOEDI ISLANDS (S. of BOSNEK). At 1100 K 
(-10) 3 June, 13 to 20 Japanese fighters and dive bombers strafed and bombed 
beach positions and shipping off BOSNEK; the REID (DD) received several near 
misses and machine gun hits resulting in 1 being killed and 5 being wounded; 
there was minor structural damage to the ship; there was no damage to other ships, 
though the BACHE and MUSTIN (DD's) were attacked. Our intercepting P-40's shot 
down 7 of the enemy attacking planes. 

The covering force off BIAK during the ni$it of 3 June (K) consisted of 
1 CA, 3 CL, and 10 DD. Close support was provided by 4 DD and 1 PF (Frigate). 

An echelon of 10 LST's, 1 AK, 5 DD, and 1 PF is due at BOSNEK 4 June (K). 
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On 2 June an unspecified number of A-20's bombed and strafed RANSIKI (S. of 
MANIKWORI) where 4 unidentified enemy planes were destroyed on the ground; A-20's 
also struck KAMIRI. P-38's on an escort mission with 3-25's enroute to BABO were 
intercepted by 15 to 20 Jap fighters; 11 of the enemy planes were shot down; we 
lost 1 P-38. A-20's provided close support of our ground forces in the MAFFIN 
BAY Area, and B-24’s and B-25's hit enemy targets in the same area. 55 A-20's 
and 8 Peauforts bombed and strafed personnel and storage areas at BORAM, DAGUA 
and TYEWAK. P-47's hit the HANSA BAY Area. 9 B-24's bombed the LIANG Airstrip 
on AMBON; large fires resulted. C-47's flew 86 supply missions to HOLLANDIA 
and 14 to WEWAK. 


In the North Pacific on 2 June 2 11th AF Liberator's bombed MAFSUWA after 
being turned back by bad weather from an attack against SHIMUSHU; results were 
unobserved owing to overcast. 4 PV'b from Fleet Air Wing FOUR dropped bombs and 
incendiaries on SHIMUSHU and EASHIWABARA; 2 large fires were observed on SHIMUSHU. 
From the above missions all planes returned safely. J 

4 June (Oahu date) - -- 


CTF 59 reports a search plane sighted 1 AK, 1 possible DD and 6 naval aux¬ 
iliaries in position 07-25 N, 148-28 E (210 mi. 7/ of TRUK) at 040945 OCT, course 
260, speed 10; searcher attacked and sank 1 auxiliary and seriously damaged 
another (apparently the same convoy reported in the summary 3 June). 


CTF 57 010730 summarizes operations 27-31 May. 


TUNNY, operating in rotating patrol MARIANAS Area, reports 1 5000-ton AK 
sunk on 17 May. 


FLIER (SS 250) reports attacking convoy on 3 June position 22-55 N, 

136-44 E (360 mi. SW of BONINS), and obtaining 3 hits in 2 medium AK's, sinking 
one and damaging the other. 

Intelligence indicates that: 

(1) The enemy believes that wo have a striking force, including two car¬ 
riers, operating northwest of HOLLANDIA, 

(2) The enemy considers it possible that another striking force sortied 
from MAJURO during the night 4-5 June, 

(3) The enemy still intends to reinforce BIAK using CruDiv 16, 

(4) An oiler group left TAWI TAWI 3 June for the SURIGAD STRAITS Area, 

(5) The CinC Combined Fleet has issued an urgent order to the Striking 
Force and to FUSO plus CruDiv 5, 

(6) This order may involve movement of the Striking Force to sea to the 
eastward of MINDANAO. 

Intelligence also indicates that enemy air strength is being rushed to 
western NEW GUINEA. BABO and SARONG are the principal bases for air attacks on 
our forces at BIAK, and are being directed by ComAirFlot 23 at SARONG. 

For the second successive day all scheduled air strikes on the RABAUL Area 
were cancelled on 3 June owing to unfavorable weather. 4 Marine Mitchell's con¬ 
tinued to heckle RABAUL during the night of 2-3 June. 58 fighter bombers strafed 
and bombed enemy installations on BOUGAINVILLE, concentrating mainly on the 
southern portion of the Island. 
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4 June (Oahu date - Cont'd) 

BONEFISH (SV/P Area), operating in the STJLU SEA, reports sinking 1 AK 
(4,124), 1 AK (4468), 1 AP (8,812), and 1 AO (10,020) for a total of 27,424 tons; 
probably sinking 1 500-ton AK. 

RASHER reports sighting a TAKAO Class cruiser entering DAVAO GULF at 1000 K 
(-10) 4 June, and 2 destroyers departing at 1800 K (-10) 4 June, speed 22. 

A night search plane reports sighting at 0110 K(-10) 5 June 15 ships 
(types unstated) in position 00-31 N, 129-05 E, course 360, speed not given; 
searcher attacked and damaged 1 ship. 

Com7thFleet reports situation of Jap southbound surface force HALMAHERA 
Area remains unclarified. 

Our ground forces on BIAK continue to meet strong enemy resistance, but 
report some advancement to the westward toward MCKMER Airdrome. At 1735 K(-10) 

4 June, our force covering BIAK from a position 50 miles NE of BOSNEK was at¬ 
tacked by 10 Jap planes; a near bomb miss slightly damaged the NASHVILLE, but 
she remains with the force; the PHOENIX received only superficial damage. At 
0115 K(-10) 5 June the same force was attacked by an unknown number of Jap tor¬ 
pedo planes; no damage was sustained by the force. 

On 3 June 1 group of A-20's struck MANCKWARI firing fuel dumps; the re¬ 
turning A-20's also strafed the KAMIRI Airfield on N0MF00R. P-47's, while 
escorting shipping E of BIAK, shot down 4 Jap fighters. 6 B-24's bombed supply 
areas at MAFFIN BAY. P-47's and P-39's bombed the WEWAK and HANSA BAY Area. On 
the night of 2-3 June, an unspecified number of B-24's from MANUS bombed TRUK 
with unannounced results. 

Two 11th AF Liberator's made an armed reconnaissance on 4 June over the 
Central KURILES; results were unobserved owing to overcast. 1 PV from Fleet 
Air Wing FOUR bombed KASHIWABARA through overcest with unobserved results. 



5 June (Oahu date) 


On 3 June CenPac shore based aircraft continued strikes against 'ffOTJE, 
MILLE, and TAROA; a special strike, made on 5 June against JALUIT, destroyed 
4 single engine seaplanes on the water. 13 3-24's hit 3 islands of TRUK ATOLL 
with 37^- tons of bombs. 2 B-24's hit PONAPE with llg- tons. 

BILLFISH, operating SW of GUAM, reports sinking 1 passenger freighter on 
21 May. 

BLAIR Wolfpack (PINTADO, SHARK, PILOTFISH) reports at 051028 GCT SHARK sank 
1 AP and 2 AK's from convoy position 17-39N, 140-51 E, course*120, speed 8; 5 
AK's and 7 escorts remain. A 5th convoy consisting of 3 ships and 4 escorts 
arrived at the same position, course 235, speed 7; the Wolfpack is after them. 

CominCh & CNO 051300 designated commanders of Fleet Marine Ground Forces, 

POA. 
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SoPac air forces on 4 June directed 85-100 sorties against the RABAUL 
Area; SBD’s, TBF's, B-25's, and fighter bombers participated. Of 28 SBD's and 
TBF's which hit VUNAPOPE supply areas, 1 TBF was shot down, and 2 SBD's and 3 
TBF's were damaged. 1 of 23 B-25's which hit RABAUL TOWN was lost. 5 NEW 
ZEALAND PV's attacked targets along the NEW IRELAND Coast. 38 fighter bombers, 
6 SBD's and TBF's, and 1 PV hit enemy installations on BOUGAINVILLE. 


On successive days elements of a FIJI Battalion on BOUGAINVILLE have made 
landings at TEKESSI RIVER, JABA RIVER, and MUPEXA RIVER; patrols advanced as far 
south as MAWARAKA (S. end of EMPRESS AUGUSTA BAY); only sporadic enemy artillery 
fire was encountered. 


PUFFER (SY7P Area), operating N. of TAWI TA7/T, reports sinking 1 large un¬ 
identified AO, leaving 1 sinking when last seen, and damaging a 3rd. 

COD (SVfP Area), operating N. of MALAY BARRIER, reports sinking 1 DD 
KAMIZAZE Class (1,270) and 1 AP-AK (8,812) for a total of 10,082 tons; probably 
sinking 1 AP (6,003) and 1 AP-AK (5,423) for a total of 11,426 tons. 

Our ground forces at ATIAPE report increased enemy pressure against the 
east perimeter. 

Our ground forces on BIAK on the morning of 5 June (k) reached a position 
NE of MOKMER Airdrome; strong opposition still held up the advance westward 
along the coast. Air support of ground operations on BIAK continued; 18 B-24's 
bombed Jap positions. 

BABO Airfield was bombed by 1 group of A-20's; several enemy planes were 
destroyed on the ground; escorting fighters made no contacts. B-24's, A-20's, 
and Beaufort's bombed the WEWAK Area. 7 B-25's bombed T0EAL Airfield on KAI 
ISLAND. 


On the afternoon of the 5th (K), 2 Jap planes bombed and strafed BIAK with¬ 
out damage. 

At dawn on 5 June BLUEFISH reports 3 CV's, 6 CA's, and 10 medium and small 
unidentified ships, plus 2 probable BB's, at TAWI TAWI. 

Intelligence indicates that: 

(1) At 042210 CinC Combined sent a most urgent message to Commander Strik¬ 
ing Force. 

(2) Enemy has ascertained that we have no carriers in forces northwest of 
HOLLANDIA, but shipping in the CAROLINES, NEW GUINEA, and HALMAHERA Areas re¬ 
mains alerted. 

(3) Enemy plans air attack on U.S. force 500 miles bearing 145° from 
WOLEAI, aircraft from GUAM to stage through WOLEAI. 

Com7thFleet estimates Jap Fleet disposition to be near his area on the 
morning of 6 June (K); this estimate is based on recent sightings as follows: 

(1) 2 BB, 5 CV, 6 CA, 1 CL, 10 DD in vicinity of TAWI TAWI. 

(2) 1 BB, 2 CA, 5 DD in DAVAO GULF. 

(3) 4 DD at HALMAHERA. 

(4) 1 CA, 1 CL, 5-6 ^ c ^ ss ^ nit y SORONG-CERAM. 
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6 June (Oahu date) 

One Army and 3 Navy photo Liberator's, escorted by 5 Army Liberator's (under 
CTF 59), photographed GUAM at 060140 GOT; good results were believed to have been 
obtained with vertical-Eoblique coverage; 10 to 15 planes of various types were ob¬ 
served on 0R0TE Airfield and 4 to 5 medium AK's were present in the harbor. CenPac 
shore based aircraft also attacked MIILE, NAURU, and PONAPE. A MARSHALLS search 
plane sighted at 060145 GOT 2 AO's, 3 AK's, and 5 armed auxiliaries in position 
12-20 N, 147-14 E (140 mi. SE GUAM), course 330, speed 10; 1 trailing AE believed 
damaged by 4 500-lb. bombs. 

BLAIR Wolfpack summarizes results of operations for the nast week; this sum¬ 
mary includes, adds to, and amplifies the 2 previous reports contained in CenPac 
summaries 3 June and 5 June. SHARK sank 1 A0, 1 AP, 2 AK's, and damaged 1 AK. 

PINTADO sank 3 AK's. Minimum total tonnage sunk 46,000; damaged 6,000 tons. 

GUITARRO, operating E. of FORMOSA, reports sinking a MINEKAZE Class DD on 
night of 2 June (intelligence reports indicate this to have been a frigate). 

TUNA reports bombarding FAIS ISLAND (E. of ULITHI ATOLL) on 14 May with 24 
HC shells. 

Though hampered by bad weather, SoPac air forces on 5 June made 45 sorties 
(11 B-25's, 22 SBD & TBF, 5 PV's, 7 P-38's) against targets in the RABAUL Area. 
BOUGAINVILLE targets were hit by 37 P-39's and 2 T3F's which concentrated against 
artillery (estimated as about 6 pieces with prime movers) moving north at HARI (SW 
BOUGAINVILLE, midway between MOILA PT. and S. edge EMPRESS AUGUSTA BAY). F4U's con¬ 
ducted fighter sweeps in the BOUGAINVILLE Area. 

In the AITAPE Area the enemy continues to exert strong pressure against our 
east flank. The ground situation on BIAK ISLAND remains unchanged; B-24's and B-25's 
continue to support the ground forces. 

On 5 June, SVJP air forces hit MANORWARI with 43 A-20's, concentrating against 
shipping supplies, and the harbor and jetties; the returning planes strafed EAMIRI 
Airdrome on N0EMF00R ISLAND. Fighter bombers hit enemy installations in the BUT- 
BORAM and WEWAK Areas. B-25's made an armed reconnaissance of the MAPIA ISLAND GROUP 
(N. of WEWAK). C-47'n flew a total of 78 supply missions to HOLLANDIA, 10 to TADJI, 
and 5 to V/AKDE. B-24's from the 13th AF bombed TRUK with unreported results. B-25's 
which made a shipping strike against WAIGEO ISLAND on the evening of the 6th (K) re¬ 
port 1 possible hit on the bow of an AOBA Class CA. 

Com7thFleet reports that damage to the PHOENIX and NASHVILLE will require dock¬ 
ing for repairs for periods of 8 days and 5 days respectively. 

Marshall 062045Z (pink) directs command of U.S. Army Forces in the South and 
Central Pacific Areas will pass to Commanding General, U.S. Army Forces, Pacific 
Ocean Areas at such time as mutually agreed by Harmon and Richardson. 

CinCSWPA 210747 May (pink). General MacArthur and Admiral Halsey recommend 
that assumption of command of forces west of 159 E. pass CinCSWPA effective at 
0001 L(—11) 15 June. 
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MARSHALLsearch plane reports sighting at 070900 GOT 3 AKs with 2 escorts 
position 07-56 N, 147-32 E (50 miles east of PULUV7AT ISLAND) course 090°, speed 
10 . 

RASHER operating CELEBES SEA reports at 080900 GCT sinking one large AP 
with 5 hits. 

In the SoPac area on 6 June unfavorable weather cancelled all bombing 
missions except for 2 B-25s which heckled RABAUL on the night of 5-6 June. Air 
activity was limited to fighter patrols over the RABAUL and KAVIENG areas, and 
over BOUGAINVILLE. During the above operations 1 B-25 and 1 F4U were lost. 

HOE (SWP area) operating CHINA SEA reports sinking one 4000 ton AK and 
damaging 4 AKs totalling 19,500 tons. 

HAKE (SWP area) reports sighting at the entrance to DAVAO GULF at 0230H 
(-8) 8 June 2 CAs and 2 DDs, course 170°, speed 18; the submarine sank 1 DD. 

Com 7thFleet reports searcher sighted at 0245K (-10) two 7000 ton AKs and 
one 1000 ton AK, position 03-30 N, 127-30 E (60 miles SE TALAUD ISLAND), course 
140°, speed not given; 1 DD at 0030K position 00-16 N, 128-48 E (off east coast 
HALMAHERA), course 340, speed 23; 7 APs loaded with troops in DAVAO GULF on 7 June 
(K). 


rs 


7 June (Oahu date) 


CinC SWPA reports capture of MOKMER Airdrome on 3IAK ISLAND; however. 

Com 7thFleet reports enemy strongly entrenched around the airfield. B-25s contin¬ 
ued to support our advancing ground troops by bombing and strafing assigned 
targets. Unfavorable weather greatly curtailed SWP air activities. Strikes by 
the 5th Air Force included, in addition to the B-25s at BIAK, A-20s and Beauforts 
against WEV7AK area,and fighter bombers along the north coast of NEW GUINEA from 
WEWAK to HANSA BAY. B-24s from 13th AF bombed TRUK through bad weather on the 6th 
with unreported results. C-47s flew 50 supply missions to HOLLANDIA and 42 to 
WAKDE. 

8 June (Oahu date) 

CenPac shore based aircraft on 7 June conducted strikes against MILLE, 
TAROA, WOTJE, PONAPE, and NAURU; a photo reconnaissance was made of PAKIN ISLAND. 
On the 8th strikes were made against MILLE and TRUK; 4 Liberator’s which did not 
get through to TRUK bombed PONAPE TOWN. 

CTF 57 060400 summarizes operations 1-5 June. 

FLYING FISH, operating SW PALAU, reports hits sank 1 6,000-ton AK and 
damaged another at 250100 GCT. 

Unfavorable weather prevented operations of hecklers over RABAUL on the 
night of 6 June. On the 7th, 51 sorties were made against airfields and supply 
areas in the RABAUL Area. 38 fighter bombers attacked enemy occupied positions 
in the BOUGAINVILLE Area. Two Avengers struck in the DUKE OF YORK GROUP. 
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8 June (Oahu date - Cont'd) HQ USEUCOM 

The following summary is given of enemy surface activity in the area 
north and northwest of BIAK (All times are K(-10)): 

(1) At 1330, 8 June, 10 B-25's attacked an enemy task force of 2 CL's 
(these may have been minelayers) and 5 DD's; report sinking 4 DD's and damaging 
a 5th; when last seen the force was on a northwesterly course; escorting P-38’s 
shot down 5 of 10 attacking enemy fighters. (Com7thFleet assesses above damage to 
DD's as 1 sunk, 1 left in sinking condition, 1 burning heavily, and 1 with a small 
fire). 

(2) At 2330, 8 June, the above force was engaged by one of ours consisting 
of 1 CA, 2 CL, 14 DD. 

(3) At 0100, 9 June, being unable to close the range, our cruisers and 6 
DD's abandoned the pursuit, while the 8 remaining DD's continued the chase. 

(4) At 0230, 9 June, the 8 DD's abandoned the pursuit. 

(5) At 1000, 9th, our force assembled and returned toward HOLLANDIA. 

(6) At 2029, 9th, a search plane reports 3-5 ships about 85 miles NW of 
BIAK, proceeding to the SE at 20 knots. 

Our ground forces on BIAK continued on 7 June mopping up the enemy force 
in the vicinity of MCKMER Airdrome and consolidating positions. 25 B-25's and 22 
A-20 's continue close support of our ground troops; they also bombed SORIDO Air¬ 
field. 


On 7 June, 24 A-20's bombed the airfield on N0EMF00R ISLAND and hit energy 
gun positions. A-20's and Beauforts attacked targets in the 3UT-B0RAM and WEWAK 
Areas. Fighter bombers continued sweeps along the north coast of NEV7 GUINEA, con¬ 
centrating on the MAFFIN BAY and WEWAK Areas. C-47's flew 38 supply missions to 
HOLLANDIA, 36 to VYAKDE, and 19 to TADJI. During the past 2 days several raids by 
1 or 2 planes each have been made by the enemy against our positions on 3IAK and 
WAKDE; no damage to our forces resulted. 


9 June (Oahu date) 

CenPac shore based aircraft on 8 June struck TAROA, WOTJE, MILLK, JALTJIT, 
and NAURU. Early on the morning of the 9th 1 squadron of B-24's from 7th AF bombed 
TRUK ATOLL. A single B-24 bombed PONAPE. A search plane bombed installations on 
FULUWAT reporting radio station demolished and gun positions knocked out east 
POINT ALET; observed increased AA positions and new taxistrip parallel to runway; 
Heavy, medium, and light AA fire was intense and accurate; the plane sustained 
damage. 



SNAPPER, operating off TRUK, was strafed by a Jap fighter; 1 man war killed 
and the Commanding Officer and 2 men were seriously wounded; bad oil leaks and 
minor damage required SNAPPER to retire to MAJURO. 

On night 7-8 June Marine Mitchells continued to heckle RABAUL. Or. the 8th 
64 sorties were made against enemy installations in the RABAUL Area, concentrated 
mainly against supply areas in the vicinity of RABAUL and TALILI; SBD's, TBF's, 
B-25's, and P-38's participated. 
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9 June (Oahu date - Cont'd) 

48 fighter bomber sorties were made against enemy occuoied positions in 
the BUKA-BOUGAINVILLE Areas. 

On the night of 9-10 June (K) our surface forces searched for the enemy 
force reported proceeding south from a position about 85 miles NT; of BIAE; no 
contacts were made. 





HARDER reports an enemy force of 3 BB's, 4 CA's, plus CD's heading south 
from SIBUTU at 1800 H(-8) 10 June. Also reports sinking two more DD's at 2130 
H(-8) on 9 June while proceeding southward through SIBUTU PASSAGE (based on a 
report from Com7thFleet, this submarine apparently reported sinking 2 DD's on the 
7t’n) . 

DARTER (SWP Area), operating E. of HALMAHERA, reports sinking a 5900-ton 
AK on 13 May. 


On the night of 8-9 June (K) 3 B-24's hit PALAU; on the following morning 
PALAU was again hit by at least 2 squadrons of B-24’s; 15 to 20 Jap fighters inter¬ 
cepted. B-24's from 13th AF hit TRUK and SATAWAN on the 9th(K); 15 to 20 fighters 
intercepted. On the night of 8-9 June (K), an unspecified number of B-25's damaged 
47 enemy planes in revetments at BABO Airdrome. On the morning of the 9th (K), 17 
A-20's attacked 3 AE’s (under 1000 tons) at MANCfTVYARI; 1 was sunk, 1 left sinking, 
and a 3rd left burning. B-24's and B-25's heavily hit the WEWAK and HANSA BAY , 
Areas. 


The ground situation on BTAK remains substantially the same as previously 
reported. Medium and heavy bombers continue to sunport our ground forces. 

A pre-dawn strike on 9 June (K) by 2 Jap planes against our airfield on 
V7AKDE destroyed and damaged several planes. 

10 June (Oahu date) 

Intelligence reports indicate that TF 58 struck MARIANAS on the afternoon 
of 11 June (E. Long, date); and that our force has been under enemy air attack 
since about 0200 12 June (E. Long. date). 

BANGUST (DE 739) reports destroying Jap submarine 10-00 N, 168-20 E 
(75 miles NE of ROl) at 101300 GCT after sight contact; hedgehog explosions were 
followed 1 minute later by a heavy explosion with a large area of oil on the sur¬ 
face. 



VJ 


In the SoPac area Marine Mitchells continued to heckle RABAUL during the 
night of 8-9 June. On 9 June 78 sorties were made against supply areas in the 
vicinity of RABAUL; the weight of the attacks was directed against RATAVAL, VUNA- 
POPE, and KERAVIA; SBD's, TBF's, P-25's, and P-39's participated; in addition to 
the above sorties, 12 fighter bombers assisted by hitting AA positions. 6 fighters 
bombed and strafed KAVIENG. 60 fighter bombers attacked eneny occupied positions 
in the BUEA-BOUC-AINVILLE Areas. P-38's skip-bombed underground storage areas 
along KERAVIA BAY. 

SANDLANCE (SWP Area), operating off SAIPAN, reports sinking 3 AK's for a 
total of 14,200 tons, and damaging 2 AK's for a total of 10,500 tons. 
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SWP air forces on 9 June sent 10 B-25's against MANOKWARI which hit the 
town and shipping in the harbor; 1 small freighter (500-1,000 tons), 6 luggers, 
and 1 barge were sunk; 3 buildings in the town were destroyed and fires were 
started. For the fourth consecutive day B-24's from 13th AF bombed TRUK; for 
the first time in recent attacks, enemy interception was not encountered. An 
unspecified number of B-24*s hit barracks and the operations building on PELELIU 
Airdrome; this was a night attack which followed a heavy daylight bombardment. 
A-20’s bombed and strafed BABO starting fuel fires and damaging installations. 
Coastal installations and stores in the BUT-B0RAM Area were attacked by 2 groups 
of A-20's. The usual fighter sweeps were made along the north coast of NEW GUINEA 
in the WEWAK and KANSA BAY Areas. Reports state that the bombing of WAKDE by 2 
Jap planes (summary 9 June) destroyed 10 of our planes. 

^ y 

11 June (Oahu date) 


CTG 58.1 120037 summarizes results of D-4 operations over GUAM and ROTA. 

A total of 160 sorties were flown. Enemy damage was assessed as 41 planes downed 
in the air with 1 probable; 6 planes destroyed on ground and 5 probably destroyed; 

1 large AK, 1 large A0, 1 medium AK, 2 trawlers, and 1 barge were damaged by 
strafing. The revetments and dispersal areas at AGANA were strafed as were several 
trucks on ROTA. 

CTF 58 reports air opposition against our force to have been reduced to 
such an extent as to be negligible; approximately 130 enemy planes have been de¬ 
stroyed. Report also states that on purple beaches (MAGICIENNE BAY) there is 
moderate surf; on western beaches there is practically no surf. The only dis¬ 
covered changes in known enemy installations are 4 additional automatic AA guns 
and 2 occupied dual purpose gun positions. Cane fields have been fireA and were 
burning nicely. A search plane from the YCRKT0WN sighted a convoy of 3 DD’s and 
3 1,000-ton AK's 130 miles due west of 0R0TE POINT (GUAM) at 0900 K (-10) 12 June, 
course 180, speed 10. 

CenPac shore based aircraft on 9 June hit JALUIT, W0TJE, and TAR0A. On 
9 and 10 June OCEAN, NAURU, and MULE were attacked. On 10 June 2 Liberators, 
diverted from TRUK strike, hit POMAPE. On 10 and 11 June, B-24's bombed major 
islands of TRUK ATOLL. 

While handling Torpex warheads at about 111430 VW (plus 9 i;) an explosion 
occurred involving loading platform and 1 tunnel at WAIKELE GULCH Annex. A total 
of 78 warheads exploded while they were being unloaded from a truck onto a plat¬ 
form for transfer to an underground tunnel. Two enlisted men and 1 civilian are 
known to have been killed; 1 warrant officer and 3 enlisted men and 3 civilians 
are missing. Investigation is in progress. 

Marine Mitchells continued to heckle RABAUL during the night of 9-10 Jiine. 

On 10 June 136 sorties were made against AA gun positions S and SW of RAPCP0 in 
the RABATR. Area; SBD’s, TBF’s, B-25's, P-39's, and P-38's participated in the 
dropping of 87 tons of bombs. 8 fighter patrols bombed the KAVIENG runway while 
5 PV's hit other targets in the NEW IRELAND Area. 6 B-24's, during a training 
exercise, bombed RAP0PD Airfield with 22 tons of bombs. 44 A-20's bombed enemy 
occupied positions in southern and eastern BOUGAINVILLE. The usual fighter sweeps 
were made along the coast of BUKA and Bf)UGA 5Ml^dSfF!ED 
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11 June (Oahu date - Cont’d) 



HARDER reports sighting anchored in TAWI TAWI BAY on 11 June (K) the tops 
of 3 or 4 FUSO type BB's, about 6 CA's, and several DD's. She definitely 
identified 1 BB southbound on 10 June (K) as MUSASHI Class and believes the other 
2 are the same class. Ho carrier based planes were seen in the area. 


HAKE, on the morning of 11 June, reports sighting 1 KUMA type CL, 2 DD's, 
and 1 XCVS with a deckload of planes entering DAVAO GULF. 

LAPON (SWP Area), operating in SOUTH CHINA SEA, reports sinking two 7,500 
ton AK's and damaging one 7,500-ton AK. 

A search plane from SWP Area reports sighting on 11 June (K) 1 CL and 2 DD 
off PELELIU ISLAND (PALAU). Another searcher reports that 1 CA. and 2 DD were 
sighted in the TRUK Area at mid-day 12 June (K). 

Intelligence indicates that: 

(1) There is as yet no enemy reaction involving movement of major fleet 

uni ts . 

(2) Reaction thus far involves principally shore based aircraft and sub¬ 
marines. 

(3) 3atDiv ONE is still involved in operations connected with the LfENADO- 
HALMAHERA-WESTERN NEW GUINEA Area. 

(4) CinC First Mobile Fleet is still at TAWI TAWI. 


Our ground forces on BIAK report that Japanese artillery fire has been 
placed upon MCKMER Airfield; our troops are advancing to the west in an effort 
to eliminate this threat. The covering force of 1 CA, 2 CL, and 14 DD has de¬ 
parted from the BIAK Area and is due to arrive MANUS on 12 June. 

The EALK (DD) was attaoked by 4 Zekes at 121045 K (-10) while escorting a 
barge tow into BOSNEK; 1 engine room and fire room were placed out of commission; 
main power was regained after 6 hours. The ship is proceeding in convoy to *- 

HOLLANDIA; personnel casualties were believed light. 

On 10 June 24 B-24's heavily attacked PELELIU Airdrome at PALAU; many 
explosions resulted, fires were started, and an ammunition dump was blown up; 

40 to 50 enemy fighters intercepted, but details of interception are unreported; 

2 of our planes were lost and several were damaged. During the preceding night 
PALAU was also raided by an unspecified number of B-24's; neither interception 
nor AA fire was encountered. During the night of 10-11 June B-24's from 13th 
AF bombed DUBLON ISLAND (TRUK ATOLL); 1 B-24 was lost. B-24's continued to bomb 
concentrations of enemy troops and the SORIDO and 30RAK0E Airfields on BIAK. A-20’s 
made a shipping strike in the GEELVINK BAY Area. Coastal positions on BIAK were 
attacked by A-20’s. Fighter bombers attacked enemy positions in the BUT-BORAM 
Area; other fighter bombers hit the ILANSA and NIGHTINGALE BAY Areas. C-47’s 
flew a total of 33 supply missions to HOLIANDIA, 33 to TADJI, and 21 to WAkDE. 
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CTG 58.1 130615 summarizes results of D-3 operations over GUAM and ROTA. 

A total of 543 sorties were flown. Enemy damage was assessed as 18 planes downed 
in the air with 3 probably downed, and 1 damaged; 23 planes were destroyed on the 
ground and 14 damaged; 1 medium AK was probably sunk, and 1 medium AK and 1 sampan 
and 1 60-ft. ship were damaged by strafing. The Group's combat losses wore 4 
F6F’s and 1 TBF; operational losses were 3 SB2C's and 1 T3F; 5 pilots and 2 crews 
were lost in combat, and 1 pilot operationally; 1 crewman was seriously injured. 


CTG 58.1 121230* contains information concerning enemy installations on GUAM 


CTG 58.1 reports results of air attack against G-ship convoy reported yes¬ 
terday 245 mi. 7 1 of GUAM. 20 VF's loaded with 500-lb. bombs, plus 1 VF1T and 1 
SB2C for navigation and rescue, made the attack. 2 AK's, 1 Large DD, 2 medium 
DD's, and 1 DE were heavily strafed; 2 near misses left a 5,000-ton AK burning 
fiercely. 1 large DD was fired by a direct hit; a near miss on a medium DD 
caused fire and trailing oil; position of convoy 11-30 N, 140-00 E (290 mi. WSW 
of GUAM). 

J 

CTG 58.4 130410 summarizes results of D-4 operations over SAIPAN. A total 
of 105 sorties were flown. Enemy damage was assessed as 15 planes downed in the 
air with 1 probably downed, and 1 damaged; 10 planes were destroyed on the ground 
and 7 were probably destroyed on the ground; 1 small AK was probably sunk. Our 
combat losses were 4 VF's and 3 pilots; operational losses were not given. 

CTG 58.4 reports results of 2 strikes on a large convoy approximately 175 
miles W. of PAGAN ISLAND. Reoorted sunk: 1 large AK, 1 medium AK, 3 small AK's, 

1 large A0, 1 new type DD, 3 Corvettes; 2 medium AK's were left burning; 3 medium 

AK's were dead in the water, 1 of which was listing badly and 1 was down by'the stern; 

1 AK was making 3 knots, but no damage was apparent; 5 Corvettes were left smoking 
and dead in the water. On the following day remnants of this convoy were again 

attacked; 1 small AK, after being bombed again, was a complete wreck though still 

afloat; 1 AK dead in the water was apparently abandoned; another AK previously 
damaged was sunk. 


CTG 58.4 reports sighting and attacking another convoy of 3 small AK’s 
and 2 escorts, position 16-48 N, 143-17 E (170 mi. SW of PAGAN), course 315, 
speed 10; 1 medium AK was upset and left burning and was being abandoned by the 
crew and a small AK was strafed and sustained a direct bomb hit and was being 
abandoned. 


Com5thFleet reports that estimated air strength in the MARIANAS, extent 
of enemy air searches, and advisability of change in pattern of attack on enemy 
bases caused change in plan of initial carrier strikes which resulted in launching 
fighters on D-4 instead of D-3. 

While results of TG 58.3 operations are lacking, this group lost in combat 
1 F6F, 2 SBD's, 1 TBF, and 3 pilots and 3 crewmen; operational losses were 1 F6F 
and 1 SBD, and 1 pilot. Also reports sinking of 1 A0 15 miles NW of SAIPAN, and 
at least 2 AK's in TANAPAO TIAR30R. The D-2 day bombardment commenced on schedule; 
no enemy air opposition was encountered. 

V 
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Com5thFleet 130615 contains intelligence information obtained by Commander 
u r . I. Martin, Com VT-10 (EI3TERPRISE) , who landed by parachute in water 300 yards 
off SAIPAN beach. 





CTF 58 130520 contains intelligence information. 

Harmon 29012V (pink) pertains to disposition of personnel becoming excess 
in the South Pacific and discusses the command setup. 

BATPISH, operating in Empire waters, reports sunk to date 1 medium Mam 
off 3UNG0 STRAIT (32 N, 133 E). 


BARB, operating in SEA of OKHOTSK, reports on 11 June gunned and sank 2 
trawlers, and fired 9 Mk. 14's to sink 1 large AP and 1 medium AF with 2 and 4 
hits respectively. 


ComForwardArea, CenPac 110400' summarizes operations 6-10 June. 

CenTac shore based aircraft on the night of 9-10 June maintained heckling 
patrols over MILLE and TAROA. On 10 June MILLE was attacked and on both days of 
10 and 11 June strikes were made against NAURU and OCEAN. On 11 June MALOELAF, 
WCTJE and PONAPE were bombed. Early on the morning of the 11th and early on the 
morning of the 12th, B-24's bombed major islands of TRUK ATOLL. 


Marine Mitchells continued to heckle RABAUL during the night of 10-11 June. 
On 11 June 91 sorties were made against enemy installations, principally supply 
areas, in the RABAUL Area. 44 fighter bomber sorties hit enemy occupied positions 
in the BUKA-30UGAINVILLE Areas. 


A SoPac Catalina on a navigational training flight reports sighting at 
131235 L (-11) 9 ships believed by pilot to be 2 BB’s, 4 CA’s, and 3 DP's in 
position 04-50 S, 161-38 E (80 miles SW of KUSAIE), course 320, speed not given; 
immediate diversion of searches has been made in order to verify sighting.^^ 52 ^^ 

SoPac reports destruction of enemy sub by TAYLOR (PD 468) on 10 June in 
the area N. of EMIRAU; identified as I-Class. 

REDFIN reports that 4 BB's, 6 CV's with planes on dock, 8 CA's, and about 
6 DD's sortied at 130100 GCT through north SIBUTU PASSAGE, course 320, speed 18. 

SWP air forces on 11 June sent an unspecified number of A-20's, escorted 
by P-38's, against NCEMFOOP. Airfield; large fires resulted; escorts encountered 
no enemy interception. B-25's hit shipping along the NEW GUINEA Coast 60 miles 
W. of MANQKWARI, sinking 1 large lugger and damaging 1 2,000-ton AK. On the 
night of 10-11 June B-24's heavily bombed FELELIU Airdrome concentrating against 
dispersal areas; explosions and large fires resulted. B-24's from 13th AF also 
attacked PALAU during the night starting fires, 1 of which was in a fuel dump. 
B-24*s from 13th AF also hit TRUK on 11 June starting firos and large explosions. 
Our fighters intercepted 6 enemy planes which were bombing 3IAK, and destroyed 
3 of them with 2 others probably destroyed. A-20's attacked enemy personnel 
areas and gun positions in the vicinity of 3ORAM; other A-20’s bombed and strafed 
targets in the Y7EWAK Area. Usual fighter sweeps wore made along the north coast 
of NEW GUINEA, concentrating in the WEWAK and IIANSA BAY Areas. Our ground forces 
in the MAFFIN BAY Area were supported by P-47's. Medium and attack bombers and 
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fighters continued to support our ground forces on BIAK where the land situation 
is substantially the sane as previously reported. C-47's completed 31 supply mis¬ 
sions to HOLLANDIA, 15 to WAKDE despite unfavorable weather which caused cancel¬ 
lation of 50 missions to HOLLAITDIA. On the night of 11-12 June 22 B-24's bombed 
the airfield on AMBON. 


13 June (Oahu date) 





CTG 50.1 131212 reports on beach defenses GUAM at end of D-2 day. 

CTG 58.2 130358 summarizes results of D-3 operations against TINIAN. A 
total of 505 sorties were fl own./y^ - 

^-Enemy damage was assessed as 2 planes downed in the air, 1 destroyed on 
the ground, 1 probably destroyed on the ground and 6 damaged on the ground. The 
groups combat losses were 2 TBFs and 1 F6F, and 3 pilots and 4 crewmen; 1 TBF was 
lost operationally. 


CTF 53 140048 summarizes results dM^Sperations of CTG 58.3 on D-2 against 
SAIPAN. A total of 405 sorties were flown. Enemy damage was assessed as 1 plane 
destroyed on the ground, one probably destroyed on the ground and 1 damaged on the 
ground; one 60 ft trawler was probably sunk; 5 trawlers and 3 luggers were damaged, 
The groups combat losses were 3 VTs, and 2 pilots, 1 observer and 5 crewmen. 


CTG 58.4 130412 v summarizes results of D-3 operations over SAIPAN and PAGAN. 
A total of 197 sorties were flown. Enemy damage was assessed as 3 planes destroy¬ 
ed on the ground and 1 probably destroyed on the ground; damage to enemy shipping 
as previously reported (summary 12 June). The groups combat losses were 3 VFs, 

2 VTs and 1 VB, and 2 pilots, 2 crewmen; operational losses were 1 VB and 1 VT, 
and 1 pilot. 


CTG 58.7 (via CTF 58) 132313 gives 


results of naval bombardment on D-2. 


Com5thFleet reports 66 prisoners recovered from NTCH00 MARU which was sunk 
15 miles NW of SAIPAN. One Jap enlisted aviator who was shot down on 13 June was 
also recovered. 

Com5thFleet 140526'estimates capabilities of enemy fleet; directs TG 58.1 
and TG 58.4 to proceed toward 1710 JIMA to carry out scheduled strikes; directs 
refueling and replacement of aircraft of TG 58.2 and TC 58.3 on D/l. 

ComSubsPac 141001 and 141004 (Ultra--not copied into book) issued by Com- 
SubsPac in conformity with verbal instructions of Cincpac, redispose^ submarines 
in positions to intercept Jap Fleet units moving from the PHILIPPINES to the 
MARIANAS. 

Reports indicate that the work of the underwater demolition teams off the 
beaches of western SAIPAN was very successful. Reefs were reported as flat on 
top two to four feet underwater which would permit Dukws to cross at certain 
places. No mines were discovered and no underwater obstacles. 
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13 June (Oahu date)-continued- 




BANG reports at 140848 GOT damaging 1 AO with 1 hit north of MARIANAS; AO 
was northbound and apparently fleeing from the striking forces.^Marine Mitchells 
continued to heckle RABAUL during the night of 11-12 June. On 12 June 111 sorties 
were made against enemy installations in the RABAUL area, weight of the attacks 
was directed against AA positions. 43 fighter bombers hit enemy targets in the 
BUKA and BOUGAINVILLE area. 


BLUEGILL (SVTP area) operating north of HALMAHERA reports sinking 1 2900- 
ton cruiser and 2 AKs for a total of 13,600 tons (summary of 30 April reported 
the AK as sinking and burning furiously; summary of 26 April reported 1 positive 
and 1 probable hit in the cruiser). 

CABRILLA (SWP area) operating NE of BORNEO reports sinking 1 XCVS,o8360-ton 
AK, 2 60»ton schooners and 1 5500»ton obsolete converted cruiser (summary of 27 
May reports the obsolete converted cruiser as an airplane tender, and credits 1 
hit for 6 fired; summary same date apparently erroneously reports the sinking of 
1 DD). 


On 12 June B-24s from 13th AF bombed TRUK; 20-25 enemy fighters intercepted 
but results of interception are unreported. On the llth-12th of June an unspeci¬ 
fied number of B-24s hit PALAU where fires were started on the PELELIU Airdrome. 

2 squadrons of A-20s attacked gun positions along B0R0K0E RIDGE in close support 
of our BIAK ground forces. Fighter bombers set fire to enemy supply and fuel 
dumps near MAFFIN BAY. Enemy patrol planes harmlessly raided WAKDE under cover 
of darkness. Medium attack and fighter bombers struck enemy installations in the 
WEWAK area starting fires and scoring hits on gun positions. Air patrols harassed 
enemy bivouac area west of BUT, while others swept coastal sectors eastward to 
HANSA BAY. 

In the North Pacific on 12 June 5 PVs carried out an armed reconnaissance 
over PARAMUSHIRU and SHIMUSHU. 


CTF 94 reports bombardment of MATSUV/A 
according to plan. 


14 June (Oahu date) 


completed and retirement begun 



Successful landings were made on red, green, blue, and yellow beaches on 
western SAIPAN from 0843 K(-10) to 0910 K(-10) 15 June against opposition from 
machine guns and mortars; a few shore batteries fired at ships and approach areas 
but were generally ineffective; supporting fire by ships and planes was excellent; 
there was considerable opposition on shore but by 1000 the advance elements ad¬ 
vanced halfway to the first phase line, though heavy fighting continued in isola¬ 
ted areas. Troops continued the advance and by 1800 had reached the first phase 
line exoept the left center just east of LAKE SUSUPE. All assault infantry ex¬ 
cept 1 BLT and part of the artillery of both MarDivs landed by 1800 getting a 
total of about 20,000 troops ashore; advance of assault troops was supported by 
naval and air bombardment. Practically all coast defense guns and nearly all AA 
guns on SAIPAN and north TINIAN seemed destroyed though considerable field artil¬ 
lery was still in evidence. Mortar and machine gun fire caused heavy casualties 
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14 June (Oahu date - Cont'd) 

in some units and retarded landings, and some beach areas are still receiving 
artillery and mortar fire. Several enemy counter attacks with tanks were repel¬ 
led, Several enemy boats which were anchored off shore as strongpoints were si¬ 
lenced. There have been some casualties on the LCI's and the TENNESSEE sustained 
4 hits from a 4.7 shore battery on TINIAN. Losses of LVT's and tanks have been 
light. Enemy troops have been identified as belonging to units of the 13th and 
296th Divisions. Prisoners resoued at sea include 126 naval personnel, 5 Koreans, 
and 5 children. CVE fighters shot down 5 of 12 approaching Jap dive bombers. 

TF 51, during retirement for the night, was attacked at 1846 by 4 enemy VF's; this 
suggests possibility of airfields or. ROTA or GUAM still operational. TG's 58.2 
and 58.3 were seen under attack at about the same time. 3LACK reported at 1735 
that she was being attacked by several torpedo planes. During the afternoon of 
D-day the enemy set fire to several beached ships in TANAPAG HARBOR. The channel 
between SAIPAN and TINIAN was swept during the day with negative results. 

Com5thFleet directs landings on GUAM be effected 18 June K; this is W-day. 
Air and gun bombardment will begin 16 June. CTF 51 has requested that air strikes 
on 16 June by CTG 58.2 and CTG 58.3 be alternated as far as possible between SAI¬ 
PAN and GUAM with first strike on SAIPAIT. 

Sightings of enemy surface forces are enumerated chronologically as follows 
(all times are K(-10): 

(1) 140800:- HADDO reports anchorage at TAWI TAUT completely empty. 

(2) 141100:- Com7thFleet reports 2 AO’s, 4 large AP's, 4 DD's heading SE 
position 06-05 N, 126-05 E (at mouth of DA7A0 GULF). 

(3) 151900:- FLYING FISH reports large task force slipped past her at SAN 
3ERNARDIN0 STRAIT; closest range 22,000 yards, but definitely identified 1 HAGAT0 
BB and escorts with more BB's plus 3 carriers plus several CA’s and DD’s; course 
080, speed 20. 

(4) 152330:- SEAHORSE reports enemy task force in position 10-11 N, 129-35E 
(200 mi. E of SIARGA0 IS.), course 045, speed 16.5. The radar indicates 6 ships 
at ranges from 28,000 to 39,000 yards; believes CA's and DD's probably could not 
be detected at those ranges. 

As result of sightings, ComSoPac has disposed submarines to intercept and 

attack. 

PAMPANITO (SS 383) at 151050 GOT from position 29-58 N, 140-42 E (192 mi. 
NNW of CHICHI JIMA) reports barometer dropping rapidly with strong indication of 
typhoon. 

Com5t1vFleet at 142355 C-CT directed CTG 58.4 and CTG 58.1 to limit air 
strikes on TWO JIMA to D plus 1 Day only; all ships of both task groups to proceed 
toward MARIANAS on completion, and to be prepared for action against enemy forces 
on D plus 2 Day; Groups ordered to report fuel and bomb situation during D plus 1 
Day strikes. 

At 150712 GCT CTF 58 recommends to Com5thFleet that TO 58.4 and TG 58.1 
rendezvous with oilers at 1100 K(-10) 17 June in position 18-00 N, 144-00 E (105 
mi. V/ of PAGAN) and fuel as situation permits; estimates TF 58 will have follow¬ 
ing percentages of bombs available night 16 June: 100$ AP; 85$ SAP; 45$ large 
caliber GP; 25$ small caliber GP; adds, "It's plenty for a battle or so". 
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14 June (Oahu date - Cont'd) 

CTG 58.4 142243 summarizes results of D-2 operations against SAIPAN and 
PAGAN. A total of 217 sorties were flown. Enemy damage was assessed as 5 planes 
downed in the air; 2 small AK's (1 previously damaged) were sunk; 2 coastal ves¬ 
sels were sunk by the THATCHER and AUSBURNE while on rescue mission. 2 small AK's 
and 1 small vessel were probably sunk and 6 other small vessels were damaged. 

The Group's losses were not reported. 


CenPac shore based aircraft on 12 and 13 June continued strikes against 
WOTJE, MALOELAP, JALUIT, PONAFE, OCEAN and NAURU. On 12 June 19 B-24's hit TRUK. 
On 13 June MILLE was bombed. 


Marine Mitchell's continued to heckle RABAUL during the night of 12-13 
June. On 13 June 87 sorties were made against supply areas in the vicinity of 
RABAUL TOWN and VUNAPOPE; S3D's, TBF's, 3-25's, P-38's, and P-39's participated. 
28 fighter bombers made harassing strikes over the BOUGAINVILLE Area. 

CNB MANUS reports at 140511 GCT that the PITYLLU ISLAND carrier field is 
now ready with facilities for carrier planes; the 4,500-foot landing strip and 
parking areas will accommodate 2 CV Groups; there is a tower control, and field 
lighting and mooring facilities are available; a CAS 1 and an Acorn are operating. 


On night of 12-13 June 3-24*s fron 13th AF bombed the YAP Airdrome starting 
large fires. On 13 June 3-24's frcn 13th AF bit TRUK where 8 explosions and 3 
large fires were observed in the target area* 10-15 Jap planes intercepted. A-20'a 
fired 1 fuel dump, several buildings, and several grounded planes at BABO. 2 
squadrons of B-24's started fires and explosions on KAMIRI Airdrome, NOEUFOOR IS. 
Jap concentrations in the vicinity of AITAPE were attacked by 70 A-20 'f escorted 
by P-39»s and Beauforts. Fighter bombers were active in the WEWAK Area. 12 3-25% 
staged from DARWIN bombed the LAUTEN1 Airdrome on TIMOR. On the night of 12-13 
June 8 3-24's bombed the HALONG seaplane base at AMBON. Fuel and supply dumps 
in the MAFFIN BAY Area were hit by P-40'c. C-47's completed 96 supply missions 

to HOLLANDIA and 14 to WAKDE. 


15 June (Oahu date) 





No additional reports have bo9n received concerning progress of our 
ground forces on SAIPAN, nor have there been any additional reports of sightings 
of the 2 enemy task forces previously reported heading toward the MARIANAS. The 
general effect of the typhoon reported forming in the CHICHI JMA Area points 
toward the forming of an equatorial front with a 150-mile band of showers with 
variable visibility, mostly below 2 miles and with SW force 2 wind^ lying between 
YAT and PALAU, and extending NW to FORMOSA; west of this front weather will be 
overcast, 1,000-foot ceilings, visibility 5 to 8 miles, wind SW force 4; east of 
this front partly cloudy to cloudy skies, 2,000-foot ceiling, visibility 10-12 
miles, wind SE force 4; equatorial front expected to move slowly westward on 18 
or 19 June and shower activity to weaken. 


In view of the enemy situation W-Day, previously set for 18 June, has been 
indefinitely postponed. Upon recommendation of CTF 58, Com5thFleet has detached 
from TF 51 and attached to TG’s of TF 58 the following units: 
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(1) To TO 58.2: CruDiv 6, DesDiv 1, DesDiv 106 less WEDDERBURN (DD 6S4) 
plus MONSSEN (DD 798). 

(2) To TO 58.3: CruDiv 12 less COLUMBIA (CL 56) and DENVER (CL 58) plus 
BIRMINGHAM (CL 62), DesDiv 12 plus SELFRIDGE (DD 357), DesRon 45. 

These units are directed to rendezvous with TG 58.2 and TO 58.3 in vicinity of 
15-00 N, 144-30 E (60 mi. W of TINIAN) at 1600 K (-10) 17 June. ConDesDiv 12 
will designate 2 DD's to report to INDIANAPOLIS (CA 35) at SAIPAN at 1200 K(-10) 
17 June as escort to same rendezvous. 


The above redisposition of forces augments TG 58.2 by 4 CA's and 4 DD's; 

TG 58.3 is augmented by 1 CA, 3 CL's, and 13 DD's., The total battleline then be¬ 
comes 7 CV’s, 8 CVL's, 7 B3's, 8 CA's, 9 CL's, 4 CL(AA), and 78 DD's; estimates 
place strength of opposing Jap fleet to approximate 9 CV's, 5 BB's, 11 CA's, 2 
CL's, 2 OCL's, and 27 DD's. 

Arrangements have been made to extend search areas to the maximum. 
port groups have retired to the eastward under cover of CenPac shore based air¬ 
craft. 

CTG 58.1 150109 summarizes results of D-2 operations. A total of 240 
sorties were flovn. Enemy damage was assessed as 1 enemy plane destroyed on the 
ground; 1 sampan sunk. The Group lost in combat 1 F6F, the pilot being rescued; 
lost operationally were 1 F6F and 4 SB2C's. 


CTG 58.1 160628 summarizes results of D-Day operations. A total of 237 
sorties were flown'. Enemy damage was assessed as 33 planes downed in the air, 2 
probably downed in the air, planes destroyed on the ground (these may have 
been hit also by TG 58.4), and 4 planes probably destroyed on the ground. The 
Group's combat losses were 1 SB2C, 1 TBF, and 2 F6F's, and 3 pilots and 1 crewman 
plus 1 pilot and 2 crewmen missing (last seen in a rubber boat); lost operational¬ 
ly were 2 TBF, 1 F6F, and 1 SB2C. The HORNET has aboard 112 Jap survivors from 
a medium AK which was sunk; reported damaged were 6 luggers and 6 small AK's. 

CTF 58 152314 summarizes operations of TG 58.3 on D-l. A total of 327 
sorties were flown. Damage to enemy was assessed as 1 plane downed in the air 
and 3 planes destroyed on the ground, with 1 other damaged on the ground; 1 small 
AK was sunk and 1 landing barge and 1 small AK damaged. The Group lost 8 planes 
in combat; operational losses were not reported, 

SWORDFISH, operating east of the BONINS, reports 1 FUBUKI DD destroyed at 
081900 GCT and 1 4,800-ton AK sunk at 141600 GCT. 

STINGRAY, on lifeguard station off GUAM, reports at 160150 GCT having 
rescued 5 downed airmen (4 officers and 1 enlisted man). 

CTF 57 reports destruction by HASTINGS (DE 19) of an enemy submarine in 
position 11-10 N, 164-25 E (120 miles E of ENIWET0K) at 351516 GCT. 

Chief of Air Corps reports force of 67 B-29's bombed YAWATA at 151555 GCT; 
further details will be passed as they become available. 


CTF 94 151807 GCT summarizes results of bombardment of MATSUWA between 
1513 and 1543 GCT 13 June. ncr , Accicirn 
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Marine Mitchells during the night of 13-14 June heckled RABATJL and EAVIENG. 
120 SBD's, TBF's, B-25's, P-38's, and P-39's attacked AA positions between 
RAPOPO and TOBERA on 14 June; results v/ere generally unobserved; 1 S3D was lost, 
NEW IRELAND targets v/ere hit by 3 NEW ZEALAND PV's. An unspecified number of 
fighter bombers hit enemy occupied areas in BUKA and BOUGAINVILLE Areas. SBD’s 
continued their daily task of spraying diesel oil on Jap gardens, 

A search plane (ST7P Area) reports at 161325 GOT sighting 3 warships and 
unknown number of 4,000-5,000-ton AK's in JEFMAN HARBOR (just west of the V0GEL- 
KOP). 


15 June (Oahu dai,e - Cont’d) 


c. 




Another searcher reports 3 large AK with 3 escorts in position 07-00 TT, 
129-00 E (160 mi. E of MINDANAO) course 220, speed 12. 

CERO (SWP Area), operating E of HALMAHERA, reports damaging 3 AK's for a 
total of 15,500 tons. 

SWP air forces on 14 June attacked MANOKWARI shipping with A-20's, es¬ 
corted by P-38's; 1 lugger and 1 barge were sunk; 1 small AK and several luggers 
were damaged; there was no interception, B-24's hit N0EMF00R starting fires in 
a number of storage areas, A-20»s, B-25’s, and P-39’s pounded enemy concentra¬ 
tions and supply areas from AITAPE to WEWAK. C-47's flew a total of 109 supply 
missions to HOLLANDIA. 

The airstrip on OWI ISLAND (S of BIAK) is ready for daytime emergency 
landings. The MQKMER Airdrome is serviceable, but awaits mopping up of enemy 
artillery located on the ridge NW of the drome. 

16 June (Oahu date) 

Late afternoon and night of 15 June (K) front lines previously established 
by 2nd and 4th Marine Divisions were withdrawn to the west to facilitate defense 
and because of continued severe enemy artillery and mortar fire. During the 
night of 15-16 June strong naval harassing and interdiction fires continued. By 
noon 16 June enemy pockets of resistance along Beach Green 3 and the pier wa**_ 
largely overcome; however, casualties continued to mount from artillery fire which 
prevented the landing of equipment and supplies. By 1230 16 June the beaches, 
pier and lagoon were open for traffic. By the end of 16 June the 4th MarDiv had 
advanced 800 yards beyond the first phase line; the advance was halted by enemy 
artillery and mortar fire. The 2nd MarDiv made only slight gains. One RCT of 
27th Div landed at 1915K 16 June/,12 battalions of artillery were ashore. On 14 
June the CALIFORNIA was hit on the fire control platform by one enemy minor cali¬ 
bre projectile which killed 1 enlisted man, and wounded 1 officer and 9 enlisted 
men; considerable damage was inflicted to radio and fire control apparatus. 

20,000 enemy troops were estimated to be on SAIPAN. 

During the night of 16-17 June (K) enemy mortar and artillery fire contin¬ 
ued climaxed by a heavy counterattack on our north flank beginning at 0300K; our 
troops held their positions and destroyed 30 enemy tanks and inflicted many 
personnel casualties. On the morning of 17 June our assault forces pushed their 
attack forward steadily in spite of strong artillery fire and several counter¬ 
attacks on the center and south. At 1800 17 June (d/ 2) elements of the 4th Div 
front advanced to a distance of about 3000 yards from the beach; only slight gains 
were made along the front of the 2nd Div. Strong Naval gunfire continued during 
the day and air support groups continued to bomb and strafe enemy occupied areas; 
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our artillery provided strong support for the infantry. While beaches are 
completely free from enemy artillery fire, this fire continues to be heavy against 
the 4th MarDiv and the 27th Div. Bad beaches slowed debarkation of troops, equip¬ 
ment and supplies. 27th Div (less 1 RCT) is now ashore and occupies a sector to 
the south of the 4th MarDiv. As of 1700K 17 June 2426 casualties were in trans¬ 
ports (of these 34 died and 929 were ambulatory). Preliminary estimates of our 
casualties are 1500 killed, 4000 wounded; enemy killed estimated at 3000; these 
figures are admittedly unreliable. 

On 16 June GILMER (APD ll) sank 5 small AKs north of and headed for SAIPAN; 
29 prisoners were recovered. MELVIN (DD 680) and Y7ADLEIGH (DD 689) claimed 
probable sinking of submarine during early darkness 17th in position 15-00N, 144- 
17 E (60 miles W of TINIAN); several other submarine contacts have been reported. 
Several enemy planes bombed and strafed LST groups and PBMs on the water; LST 84 
was set on fire (final damage not known); these planes are believed to have landed 
in the MARIANAS to support operations of enemy fleet. Most of the APs and LSTs, 
with 4 CVEs are withdrawing temporarily to the eastward. 


TG 53.16 underwent enemy aerial torpedo attack at 1800K 17 June position 
13-35 N, 148-07 E (170 miles ESE of TINIAN); 4 Kates attacked, 3 were downed; 
LCI 68 was torpedoed, and in tow but will not be available for operations on 
W-Day. 


CTF 52 170452 is OpOrder A20-44 of CTF 52; the force will support Northern 
Landing Force, retire temporarily to eastward transports not required at SAIPAN, 
and cover SAIPAN and retirement groups against enemy surface and air attacks. 

One large AO, 1 unidentified ship, and 3 escorts (believed DDs) sighted 
at 0510K 17 June position 13-29 N, 130-45 E (440 miles NE of SIARGAO IS.) course 
120°, speed 15. 

CAVALLA reports sighting at 2155K 17 June 15 or more ships (looked like 
large combatant ships) position 12-23 N, 132-26 E (810 miles due TT of GUAM; 314 
miles NNW of BABELTHUAP) zig-zag course estimated 090°, speed 19. 

Reports from the PHILIPPINES coast watchers substantiate submarine sight¬ 
ings previously reported. 

CenPac Shore based aircraft on 14-15 June bombed MILLE, WOTJE, TAROA and JALUIT. 

On 14 June they bombed TRUK, PONAPE, NAURU and OCEAN. On the 14th the pilot of a 
downed FV was rescued from thWSY^goon by a Navy Catalina. 

Marine Mitchells continued to heckle RABAUL during the night 14-15 June. 

On 15 June 73 SBDs, TBFs, B-25s, P-39s, P-38s and B-24s bombed warehouses and 
buildings in the RABAUL area. 22 New Zealand fighters continued sweeps over the 
FLABAUL area. Fighter patrols from EMIRAU operated over KAVIENG-14 fighter bombers 
attacked enemy occupied positions in the BUKA-BOUGAINVILLE area. 

SWP air forces on 15 June struck JEFMAN and SAMATE airdromes in NW NEW 
GUINEA with 2 groups of B-25s; 40 to 50 enemy planes were destroyed; fires were 
started and explosions resulted which covered both areas with smoke from burning 
planes and dumps; much shipping was observed in the harbor; escorting P-3Ss 
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accounted for most of the enemy planes downed in the air. A-20s hit enemy ship¬ 
ping in MACCLUER GULF and off KAKOS. 

3 B-24s hit YAP during the night bombing the airdrome; 1 B-24 attacked the 
PELELIU airdrome. Fighter bombers and A-20s hit enemy occupied positions in the 
DAGUA, WEWAX and HANSA BAY areas. The usual fighter sweeps were made along the 
North coast of NEW GUINEA. 

In the North Pacific on 15 June 4 B-24s from 11th AF made an armed recon¬ 
naissance of MATSUWA and PARAMUSHIRU; 19 enemy fighters were sighted over PARAMU- 
SHIRU and several made attacks; all planes returned safely though one was damaged. 
7 PVs from Fleet Air Wing 4 bombed PARAMUSHIRU and SHIMUSHU on 15 June; 1 plane 
was lost and another indicated that it had landed on RUSSIAN territory; 5 planes 
returned safely though 3 suffered damage. 2 B-24s from 11th AF made an armed 
reconnaissance over SHIMUSHIRU; both planes returned safely. 

Joint Chiefs of Staff 141935 (pink) modifies JCS 713/5. 

HANSELL signed ARNOLD 160854 summarizes results B-29 strike against 

JAPAN. 

17 June (Oahu date) 



There are no additional reports of progress of operations of our ground 
forces on SAIPAN. CTG 52.2 reports that prior to daylight 18 June (K) the enemy 
attaapted an amphibious attack just south of GARAPAN; this attack was repulsed by 
LCI's and LVT's which destroyed 13 enemy barges. During the action 1 LCI was 
damaged; the PHELPS (DD 360) was struck by 2 8-inch hits which damaged the number 
3 boiler, repairs to which are underway and will require an estimated 2 days. 
Beaches White 1 and 2 (SV7 SAIPAN) were swept with negative results. 

CTF 51 reports at 180134 (GCT) FANSHAW BAY (CVE 70), operating with the 
Northern Attack Force, was hit by a bomb; she is proceeding to ENIWETOK. 

TG 50.17 (fueling group) was attacked in position 14-45 N, 146-10 E (28 
mi. ESE of TINIAN) receiving air attacks by 2 waves of enemy bombers from 1655 (K) 
to 1942 (K) 18th. The number of attacking planes has not been established owing 
to conflicting reports. The NESHANIC (AO 71) sustained superficial cargo deck 
and gear damage; no structural damage and spare gear is available; 3 men missing, 
probably overboard from blast. SARANAC (AO 74) had main steam line ruptured, the 
sick bay, wardroom, and galley wrecked. Estimate repairs will require 8 hours; 

1 officer killed, and 1 officer and 25 men injured. SAUGATUCK (AO 75) reports 
numerous small holes about 3-inch diameter in crew's compartment and number 4 
tank on port side; after port fueling hose out of commission; all holes above 
waterline; 1 man killed, 1 man injured. Planes attacking this group did not hit 
escorts. 


PCMPON reports 1 small AP sunk on 13 June position 32-00 N, 141-00 E (180 
miles S. of HONSHU). 
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CAVALLA makes further report at 0645 (K) 18 June on enemy force previously 
reported by her at 2155 (K) 17 June. The submarine was in submerged position 
under the force position 12-29 N, 134-30 E (590 mi. W. of GUAM). Course varied 
between 060 and 100 with speed 19. Formation believed led by CV on starboard 
flank; 2 units of 3 ships in column were believed to be BB's or CA’s or both on 
port flank; other units astern not identified. 

Probable CinC 1st Mobile Fleet was DF’d (grade 1l) in position 13 II, 136 E 
(500 mi. W. of GUAM) at 2023 (K) 18 June; he sent a most urgent despatch addressed 
to all commanders Combined Fleet, all commanders Central Pacific Fleet, and Com¬ 
mander 5th Base Air Force; Imperial Headquarters was information addressee. 

FITIBACK at 2010 (K) 18 June reports sighting searchlights at approximately 
14-25 N, 135-45 E. (vicinity of DF'd position); searched at full speed for 4 hours 
with no results; she is returning to station; reports numerous unidentified planes 
during the day. 

ComGenCenFac 180900 (pink) directs preparation of 1 RCT, 77th Division, for 
immediate movement to MARIANAS Area for possible employment in FORAGER Operation. 

TF 58 has been withdrawn by Com5thFleet from support aircraft missions. 

Has refueled and received replacement aircraft from transport CVEs. 4 combat CVEs 
with Northern Group furnishing support aircraft at SAIPAN with 2 others conducting 
C.A.P. and A.S.P. for tractor groups. 2 CVEs conducting C.A.P. and A.S.P. for 
Southern Tractor Group. 3 others conducting fighter sweeps GUAM, ROTA, TINIAN. 

6 PBM's basing on U.S.S. BALLARD at SAIPAN ordered to conduct night radar search 
sectors 235 to 295 to 600 miles. 2 damaged 17th by enemy a/c strafing. 

CenPac shore based aircraft on 16 June hit PONAPE, JALUIT and MILLE. 

Marine Mitchells continued to heckle RABAUL during the night of 15-16 
June. On 16 June 110 SBD's, TBF's, B-25’s, and P-38's dropped 90 tons of bombs 
in the RAPOPO and TOBERA Areas. EMIRAU F4U's operated over KAVIENG. 

Air operations over BOUGAINVILLE were confined to routine garden oiling 
and patrolling. 

S?IP air forces on 16 June a^in struck the JEFMAN-SAMATE Area, concentrating 
on SORONG HARBOR shipping; 2 groups of B-25's bombed and strafed; results reported 
as 3,000 tons sunk, 3,000 tons left afire, 1,000 tons damaged, 500 tons bombed 
and strafed, 1 unidentified ship destroyed, 2 other cargo ships left sinking, and 
other small craft and shore installations damaged; there was no enemy interception. 
2 groups of A-20's heavily attacked the V.'EWAK-HANSA BAY Area including DAGUA, 

BORAM and MUSCHU ISLAND. Fighter bombers made sweeps along the north coast of 
NEW GUINEA. B-24's from 13th AF dropped 89 tons of bombs on DTJBLON ISLAND; 
a fuel storage tank was destroyed, direct hits were made on installations and 
buildings, and many fires and explosions occurred in the target areas; 20 enemy 
fighters ineffectively intercepted and droppea/Jbnour formation destroying 1 of 


their own planes by accident. 
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Qy 1200 (K) 19 June our ground forces had captured ASLITO Airfield and CB's 
were working on it. Our foroes hold a general line extending from AGAAN ENE to a 
point approximately 4,000 yards N. of NAFUTAN POINT, thence NW along MAGICIENNE 
BAY for a distance of about 2,500 yards, thence If to a 1,000-yard E-W line 
(1600 yards S. of GARAGAN); in the oenter of our zone of action the enemy holds 
a pocket of resistance the oenter of which is about 2,000 yards E. of CHARAN KANAO. 
Upon recommendation of CTF 56 the 106th RCT (remaining Regiment, 27th Division) 
will be committed; the 1st Bn. (less artillery) will land on RED 3 Beaoh whioh is 
2,000 yards N. of CHARAN KANAO and in zone of 2nd MarDiv; remainder of RCT (less 
artillery) will land on BLUE Beaches which are west of CHARAN KANAO and in sector 
of 4th MarDiv; the artillery will be landed on YELLOW Beaches whioh extend from 
AGINGAN POINT 2,100 yards to the northward. Several hostile counter attacks were 
reported as ineffective; morning and evening hostile air attacks have occurred 
daily until 19 June without particular effect, with many enemy planes being de¬ 
stroyed in the air and on the ground after landing on MARIANAS airfields. 1 PBM 
returning from night patrol was shot down by F6F's W. of SAIPAN on morning of 19 
June. ASLITO Airfield is expected to be ready for 1 VF squadron on 21 June and 
1 Squadron has been direoted to land on that date. CTF 56 recommends that TF 53 
return to ENIWETCK in view of the delay in operations of that foroe against GUAM. 

At 0115 (K) 19 June a PBM search plane sighted a large enemy foroe of about 
30 ships headed east position 13-40 N, 136-48 E (about 520 mi. W. of GUAM); another 
group of 10 ships was about 10 miles further westward. Unfortunately, thiB sight¬ 
ing was not received by Cam5thFleet until 0915 (K) 19 June. A Navy Liberator 
sighted 2 enemy CV's, 2 CA's, and numerous destroyers at 1120 (K) 19 June position 
12*30 N, 137-00 E (about 500 mi. W. of GUAM) course 170, speed 25. At 0530 (K) 

19 June TF 58 made a 325-mile night search from 186° to 345° with no contacts. 

Commencing at 1045 19 June enemy air attacks were made on TF 58, the planes 
coming in initially from the westward; the attack was continued for several hours. 
Some enemy planes landed at GUAM and ROTA but these fields were hit by TF 58 
planes several times to prevent use of airfields by hostile aircraft. Over 300 
enemy planes are reported destroyed by our planes and AA fire; our own aircraft 
losses are not yet reported. The only known damage to our ships was 1 bomb hit 
in the SOUTH DAKOTA; bomb damage does not affect her fighting efficiency. Com5th- 
Flt reports that enemy may have made long strikes depending on ROTA and GUAM fields 
for reaervicing; if so, his plane losses may be greater than reported. When the 
attaok started TG 58.3 sent out a searching and striking force to locate and at¬ 
tack enemy carriers; no force was encountered. 

CAVAULA reports 3 hits from 6 torpedoes fired in a SHCKAKU Class carrier 
at 1215 (K) 19 June position 11-50 N, 137-62 E (about 500 miles W. of GUAM). The 
CV was accompanied by 2 ATAGO Class cruisers, and at least 3 DD’s; oourse 116, 
speed 25. CAVALLA reports hearing 4 terrifio explosions in direction of attack 
2§ hours later; believes CV was sunk. 

There is strong evidence to Indicate that enemy fleet is retiring toward 
DAVAO GULF. 


TG 58.4 will fuel at 0600 (K) 20 June; 1 carrier group will fuel eaoh day 
thereafter in designated fueling area; the oarrier group fueling will deny GUAM 
and ROTA to enemy aircraft. 
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18 June (Oahu date - Cont’d) 

CTF 57 161020 summarizes operations for period 11 - 15 June* 

CTF 57 has ordered remainder PatRon 16 to SAIPAN to conduct night radar 
searches to a distance of 700 miles. 

On night of 16-17 June Marine Mitchells continued to heckle RABAUL* Fighter 
bombers, staged from EMIRAU, operated over the KAVIENG Area. 76 B-26's, SBD’s, 
TBF's, B-24'8, F-39 ’b, and P-38’s attacked enemy targets in the RABAUL Area. 

6 PV’s bombed targets in NEW IRELAND. Fighter sweeps were conducted over BOUGAIN¬ 
VILLE. 


8 B-24 squadrons from 13th AF bombed TRUK at 1122 (K) 19 June; results of 
strike were unreported; there was no interception though 4 enemy planes were ob¬ 
served in the air. 




58 A-20»s attacked coastal installations along the NEW GUINEA Coast in the 
WEWAK, DAGUA, and HANSA BAY Areas. Effective fighter sweeps were also made along 
the NEW GUINEA Coast. C-47's flew a total of 123 supply missions to HOLLANDIA, 
TADJI, and WAKDE; 111 were to HOLLANDIA. 


A single PV from Fleet Air Wing FOUR bombed SURIBACHI on 18 June; bombing 
was by radar and results were unobserved. 


19 June (Oahu date) 



Progress of land operations on SAIPAN continued satisfactorily on 20 June 
(K). The 106th RCT was landed according to plan. Supported by continuous air, 
ground and naval bombardment our troops advanced to a new line which now includes 
all of Southern SAIPAN except the NAFUTAN PENINSULA on the SE tip of the island; 
thence north along the shore of MAGICIENNE BAY to a point at about the center of 
the bay; thence generally northwest to the west shore at a point approximately 
4000 yards north of CHARANKANAO. The pocket of resistance in the center of the 
zone of action was well organized and put up severe resistance. The ASLITO and 
CHARAN KANAO air strips are both available for emergency landings and it is ex¬ 
pected that fighters will be flown in on 22 June. Our losses are estimated as 
follows: 


UNIT 

KIA 

WIA 

MIA* 

TOTAL 

2nd MarDiv 

278 

1526 

488 

2292 

4th MarDiv 

291 

2271 

714 

3276 

27th InfDiv 

15 

78 

0 

93 

Total 

584 

3875 

1202 

5661 


(♦The figures on missing in action are unreliable owing to difficulty 
in checking personnel on board ships at sea) 


WHITE BEACH (Southern shore of SAIFAN) was heavily mined with anti-boat 
and beach mines; these are now being removed. The supply situation ashore is 
satisfactory; distillation units are in operation. The damage sustained by LST 
84 on 16 June (bomb hit) reported as non-vital; 10 were wounded. 


While a report has not been received from Com5thFleet covering operations 
20 June, there are several indications that groups of TF 58 struck major units 
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19 June (Oahu date) -continued- 


of the enemy fleet during the day of 20 June. Several DF locations from 1756K 
to 2150K 20 June, and 2 sightings from search planes at 1005K and 2330K on 20 June 
locate the center of the hostile force approximately 850 miles west of SAIPAN. 

A report from Com5thFleet at 2330K 20 June reports many pilots down in the water 
from gas shortage approximately 420 miles west of SAIPAN; Dumbo search and rescue 
was requested for 21 June; 1 DesDiv from each TG has been directed to remain in 
the area for rescue purposes. ComSubsPac has redisposed submarines to effect 
rescue and to intercept and attack the hostile force. 

ComAF 5 reports sighting by search plane a 15 ship convoy of unidentified 
ships at 0015K 21 June position 08-11N, 134-45E (just north of PALAUS), course 
250°, speed not given; one ship was reported as sunk. Ip On 18 June CenPac shore 
based aircraft made strikes against TAR0A, W0TJE, MILLE, P0NAPE and NAURU. 14 
B-24s bombed TRUK. 

Marine Mitchells continued to heckle RABAUL during the night 17-18 June. 

On 18 June 87 SBDs, B-25s and P-38s bombed supply areas in the vicinity of 
RABAUL concentrating against VUNAPOPE, RALIJM and PRAED POINT. Two flights of 
7 New Zealand Pvs hit enemy occupied areas along eastern coast of BOUGAINVILLE. 
EMIRAU fighters operated over KAVIENG. 

NARWHAL (SS 167) (SWP area) operating off east coast of MINDANAO reports 
damaging 1, possibly two, unidentified 4000-ton ships on 21 May. 

On 18 June A-20s again attacked ?1A1J0KWARI shipping and coastal areas to 
the south, the airdrome at MANOKWARI was also strafed. Other A-20's strujc the 
airfields on N0EMF00R ISLAND. A-20s bombed personnel areas at DAGUA; other 
targets in the WEWAK area were hit by P-47s, P-39s and Beauforts. C-47s flew a 
total of 107 supply missions to HOLLANDIA, TADJI and WAKDE. 15 B-25s bombed 
northeast TIMOR. 



20 June (Oahu data) 

At 201640 (K) carrier searoh planes made contact with enemy fleet position 
15-35 N, 134-30 E (645 mi. W of TINIAN). At 201553 (K) TF 58 launohed full deck 
load for attaok from position 13-56 N, 139-06 E (386 mi. W by S from TINIAN); at- 
taok was delivered against hostile force at 201842 (K) in position 15-30 N, 

133-55 E (about 30 mi. W of Jap position given above); there were 6 CVs, 6 CAs, 

4 BBs present. As result of the long flight and night recovery many planes landed 
in the water; some pilots were recovered during the night; the search and recovery 
continues• 

Our carrier search planes were again over the enemy fleet at 210700 (K), but 
strike was launched at dawn from position 15-20 N, 136-66 E(545 mi. W of TINIAN); 
this strike failed to reach the target which was in position 17-30 N, 131-60 E 
(about 170 mi. NW of Jap position previously reported on the 20th, and about 300 
mi. to west of our foroe's launching point); our force continued to the westward 
during the day searching for cripples but with negative results. In the absence of 
a report from CTF 58, results of the force's strike against the enemy fleet are 
unknown. 
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The last reported position of enemy fleet was 17-34 N, 131-40 E at 200650 (K) 
course 300, speed not over 20; reported position is about 655 miles SE of FORMOSA. 
The reported composition was 3 medium carriers (1 leaving oil slick) escorted by 
3 DD's; 11 CAs and 8 DDs were to the northward of the carrier force; 15 miles to 
the south of the carrier force were 4 BBs (2 of which were YAMATO Class); 6 DDs were 
35 miles astern of BBs. 3 CVs and 2 fleet oilers which were sighted during the at¬ 
tack night of 20 June were unlocated. 

Progress of land operations on SAIPAN on 21 June (K) was satisfactory though 
slow, with heavy fighting continuing during the day on all Division fronts. The 
pocket of resistance in the oenter of the cone of action was eliminated; the 27th 
Division extended their line on NAFUTAN PENINSULA to the south for a distance vary¬ 
ing from 200 to 1,000 yards; the line to the north was extended about 1,000 yards. 

At 0600 (k) 22 June the 2nd and 4th MarDivB will launch a coordinated attack to 
seize the high ground overlooking MAGICIENNE BAY. No additional reports of casual¬ 
ties have been received. 

1 Army VF squadron will land on ASLITO Airfield on 22 June; 2 additional 
squadrons will land on the 23rd. 12 artillery observation planes have been operat¬ 
ing daily from CHARAN KANQA Airstrip. CTF 51 has directed CTF 53 to send 1 CVE 
plus screen to strike PAGAN airfields early morning 22 June; on completion this 
strike to rejoin own force. Combatant ships attached to TF 58 during threat of 
Fleet engagement have been returned to TF 51. Fifth Fleet is returning from pur¬ 
suit of enemy fleet which is believed to be retiring toward FCRMOSA. TransDivs 18 
and 28 will depart for PEARL before dark 22 June (K). 

On 19 June CenPac shore based aircraft bombed TRUK, PONAPE, MILLE, WOTJE, and 
TAROA. 



-V 


Weather restricted the number of Marine hecklers over RABAUL to 1 plane on the 
night of 18-19 June. On 19 June 97 B-25's, SBD’s, TBF's, and P-38's attacked AA 
gun positions S and SW of RAPOPO; 4 B-24's bombed VUNAKANAU Airfield. EMIRAn P-39 
patrols operated over the KAVIENG Area. Fighter bombers made sweeps over BOUGAIN¬ 
VILLE, attacking targets of opportunity. 

Ccm7thFleet reports sighting by observer of 1 possible CV, 1 DD, and 3 medium 
AP's anchored NW of SURIGAO PROVINCE, MINDANAO; approximate position 09-35 N, 125- 
44 E; sighting reported early morning 21 June. 

GURNARD (SWP Area), operating CELEBES SEA, reports sinking 1 large AK, 2 medi¬ 
um AK's, and 1 large AO for a total of 26,900 tons; damaging 1 BB, believed NAGATO 
Class, and 1 medium AK for a total of 36,700 tone. 

SWP air forces on 19 June sent 22 B-24's against KAMIRI Airdrome and dispersal 
and bivouac areas on N0EMF00R ISLAND; the areas were heavily bombed, 40 tons being 
dropped, and a large fire started. A-20's attacked shipping along N coast of 
VOGELKOP; other A-20's conducted a barge Bweep along the north coast of JAPEN IS. 
Pressure was maintained on enemy troop concentrations E. of AITAPE by light bombers 
which attacked LUAIN and SUAIN Villages; CAPE MOEM and DAGUA storage areas were also 
bombed by A-20's. Usual fighter sweeps were made along N coast of NEW GUINEA, in¬ 
cluding the Islands of MUSCHU and KAIRIRU. C-47*s flew a total of 93 supply mis¬ 
sions to HOLLAHDIA, 14 to TADJI, and 9 to WAKDE. 

In the North Pacific on 19 June 2 B-24's from 11th AF bombed SURIBACHI with un¬ 
observed results. 3 PV's from Fleet Air Wing FOUR bombed PARAMUSHIRO with unobserv¬ 
ed results. A delayed report states that on 17 June 3 PV’s from Fleet AiriY(i^gpFOUB 
bombed SHB5USHU by radar; 2 fires were observed. -*■ ^ '-Ouu*. 
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CTF 58 summarises operations during 19 and 20 June (K). On 19 June 
enemy planes were shot down, 18 by gunfire. We lost 21 planes in combat and 4 
operationally; 13 pilots and 6 crewmen were lost in combat, and 1 pilot and 1 
crewman were lost operationally. The BUNKER HILL and the WASP received near 
misses resulting in 1 officer and 2 enlisted men killed, 4 officers and 81 en¬ 
listed men wounded; the SOUTH DAKOTA received a bomb hit (previously reported). 

On 20 June 15-20 enemy planes were shot down; our losses were 49 pilots and 59 
orewmen killed or missing in combat, 2 pilots and 6 orewmen lost operationally. 
Enemy ship damage reported as follows; sunk; 1 CV (HITAKA Class), 3 AO’s; probably 
sunk: 1 CV (HITAKA Class), 1 DD; badly damaged: 1 CV (SHOKAKU Class); damaged 
by at least 1 hit: 1 CVL, 1 BB (KONGO Class), 1 CA, 2 DD, 2 AO's. 

At 1955 (K) 22 June MARYLAND was hit by torpedo or skip bomb; damage is be¬ 
lieved not excessive. 

Indications continue to point toward retirement of enemy fleet to EMPIRE. 

Com5thFleet at 220525 GCT directed CTG 58.4 to prooeed with his group as now 
constituted to vicinity SAIPAN; to deny GUAM, ROTA, and PAGAN to enemy aircraft; 
to assist in air defense and air support of SAIPAN. Directed that 2 carrier TG's 
with CA aid DD screen be sent to ENIWETCK; the 3rd carrier group with fast BB's 
to remain in covering position in SAIPAN Area with restricted air operations. 
Com5thFleet will proceed with TG 58.4 to SAIPAN. 


TU 52.17.7, Rear Admiral Kingman in TENNESSEE with CALIFORNIA, escorted by 
2 DD’s and 1 DE ordered to depart SAIPAN for ENIWETOK 221800 (K) where unit will 
fuel, provision, and take on ammunition preparatory to returning to SAIPAN. 

CTF 58 at 220634 GCT directed CTG 58.2 in BUNKER HILL with CV’s, CA’s, and 
DD's of TG 68.1 and 58.2 to depart MARIANAS upon completion of fueling about 23 
June (K), and to proceed to ENIWETCK. Enroute each TG to make 1 heavy air strike 
on PAGAN to put runways and air facilities out of commission, using heavy GP bombs 
with long delay fuzes. Upon completion of the strike TG 58.1 to fly replacement 
planes to TG 68.3. 

Shipping has been made available to move 1 RCT of 77th Division to ENIWETCK 
on about 2 July. 

CenPao shore based aircraft on 20 June conducted strikes against PONAPE TRUK 
VTOTJE, and TAROA. 




On 20 June bad weather caused cancellation of major strikes against the RABAUL 
Area, air operations being restricted to strikes by 4 PV's against DUKE OF YORK 
ISLAND and 5 B-24’s against VUNAKANAU and vicinity. 

ASPRO (SWP Area), operating off PALAUS, reports sinking 2 AK’s for a total of 
11,500 tons. 

FLIER (SWP Area), operating west of LUZON, reports 2 hits in a 10,000-ton 
tanker at 131500 (h). 

On 20 June 5 squadrons of B-24’s heavily attacked NOEMFOOR ISLAND bombing 
enemy stores and personnel areas near KAMIRI and KORMASOREN Airdromes; though 
heavy cloud cover prevented ob 8 ervation, smoke from fires and explosions rose 
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above 5,000 feet* B-25's and fighter bombers continued air operations against 
enemy occupied positions along north NEW GUINEA. Coast; unfavorable weather re¬ 
stricted operations. 8 B-24's bombed WOLEAI on 19 June with unobserved results* 

On 20 June 4 B-25's made a shipping Bweep off TIMOR. 

The 3 airfields on southern BIAK are reported in our 
22 June (Oahu date) 

Land operations on SAIPAN on 22 June (K) continued against strong opposition* 
On the south, an advance varying from 200 to 1,000 yards was made; our forces 
hold all of NAFUTAN PENINSULA except the last mile. On the north, our foroes 
advanced approximately 1 mile along the entire front which extends generally from 
southern edge of GARAPAN-TAPOTCHAV (exclusive)-LAULAU on MAGICIENNE BAY; this line 
is believed to olosely parallel the enemy main line of defense* A considerable 
quantity of enemy materiel has been captured; this includes 41 75-mm guns and vari¬ 
ous other calibers. Among oaptured documents are those indicating strength of ene¬ 
my to be about 23,000; plans for the defense of GUAM (dated 25 Maroh) were also 
oaptured. CTF 51 believes 1 submarine was sunk by the BENHAM (DD796) and the 
CHANDLER (ffiS 9) position 15-50 N, 147-05 E. 

CTG 58.1 230458 supplements summary of 20 June (K) to CTF 58* Reports 3 of 
our planes shot down in oombat and 2 still unaccounted for; 3 pilots and 6 crewmen 
were lost in oombat with 2 crewmen still missing. Lost operationally were 40 
planes; 1 deck officer and 1 crewman were lost operationally. 1 enemy plane was 
destroyed in the air and 2 others were probably destroyed. 

The YORKTOWN claims 2 sure torpedo hits on an unidentified small carrier and 
1 DD sunk by a stray torpedo* A BELLEAU WOOD survivor just returned reports CV, 
HAYATAKA Class, burning and listing from internal explosions as she passed him. 

The previously reported torpedo hit on an ATAGO Class cruiser by the HORNET group 
is now believed to be CHOKAI or MAYA Class. 

CTG 58.1 222337 summarises operations 21 June (K). A total of 79 sorties were 
flown over the target area, but the enemy fleet was not found. The group lost 1 
F6F and 1 pilot operationally* 9 men were rescued by rescue planeB* 

At 231230 (K) TG 58.1 launched a strike against PAGAN reporting no air tar¬ 
gets; plans to make a long range fighter sweep against IWO JIMA at daylight 24 
June* 





21 June (Oahu date - Cont’d) 


At 231205 (K) the MANILA BAY was attacked by 4 hostile fighter bombers about 
60 miles E. of TINIAN; no damage was incurred. 

ARCHERFISH (SS 311) reports counting on IWO JIMA on 23 June 47 medium bombers 
and 36 fighters on the ground; 7 500-ton craft were off the west shore. 

CTF 51 reports at 231612 (K) that enemy AP and 2 DE's were unloading troops 
at ROTA; CTG 52.14 was direoted to attack during the afternoon. (Report was origi¬ 
nated by ASP plane). 
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CTF 57 210520 summarizes operations 16-20 June. 

CenPac shore based aircraft on 21 June conducted strikes against WOTJE, TARQA, 
PONAPE, and TRUK; in the strike on TRUK the PARAM Airstrip was believed to have 
been extensively damaged by 13 B-24's which dropped 114 500-lb. bombs. 

On 21 June B-25’s, escorted by P-38's, attacked enemy shipping off SORONG; 
other B-25's hit shipping in SELE STRAITS. During the night, an unspecified 
number of B-24's bombed PALAU with unobserved results. A-20’s bombed and strafed 
KAMIRI and NAMBER Airdromes on N0EMF00R; other A-20's bombed enemy positions in 
the vicinity of SARMI. 2 groups of A-20's heavily attacked enemy targets between 
AITAPE and BORAM, hitting LUAIN VILLAGE and storage areas at WEWAK. the usual 
fighter sweeps were made along the north coast of NEW GUINEA. C-47's flew a total 
of 73 supply missions to advance bases. The airfield on YAP ISLAND was heavily 
bombed by B-24's from 13th AF; a total of 12 enemy planes was definitely destroyed. 
4 B-24's from the same force bombed SOROL ISLAND. 

CTF 53 230832 (pink) outlines plan for landing on GUAM. 

23 June (Oahu date) 

On 23 June (K) the 27th Inf. Div. (less 1 RCT) went into the front line be¬ 
tween the 2nd and 4th MarDivs; the RCT remains in the NAFUTAN PENINSULA with the 
mission of cleaning up that area. At 231005 (K) after a 30-minute preparation con¬ 
sisting of an artillery barrage and supporting fires from ships and planes, a co¬ 
ordinated attack was launched directed toward the enveloperaent of TAPOTCHATJ MT. 

The enemy resisted stubbornly and progress of our foroes was impeded by enemy 
mines and booby traps. By 1500 our front lines had been extended approximately 
700 yards on eaoh side of TAPOTCHAU MT. An enemy battery on TINIAN oame into 
action during the night and dropped shells intermittently among transports and on 
the beaoh; LST 115 sustained a hit which decommissioned the power steering though 
the vessel can move under its own power. On 18 June YMS 323 was hit by 6 enemy 
shells with considerable damage; temporary repairs are now near completion. 3 
aviation POWs, who were shot down while trying to land on TINIAN, are now enroute 
PEARL; they Btate the following carriers were in the enemy fleet: SHCKAKU, ZUIKAKU, 
HITAKA, HAYATAKA, RYUHO, and ZUIHO. 

CTG 58.1 240163 summarizes operations 23 June against PAGAN. A total of 101 
Borties were flown over PAGAN. Enemy damage was assessed as 6 planes downed in 
the air, 4 destroyed on the ground, and 2 probably destroyed on the ground; 1 
sampan and 4 small AKs were sunk; 2 small AKs and 12 sampans were damaged by stra¬ 
fing. The group lost 1 F6F and 1 pilot. 

CTG 58.4 reports considerable fighter opposition at GUAM on 23 June; we lost 
2 planes and shot down 3 enemy planes. 

ComBatPac describes air attaok against TG 58.7 on 19 June. Action began at 
0608 when a diving enemy plane was shot down by YARNALL (DD 541). At J.002 ALABAMA 
reported large bogies approaching from 265 distance 130 miles; TG formed in circu¬ 
lar disposition with heavy ships and destroyers alternating on oircle 6; INDIANA 
was at center; DesDiv 106 as pickets oircle 16 to westward. Raiding planes were 
intercepted by fighters, but remnants made a determined strafing and bombing at¬ 
taok at 1045 (R) followed by a torpedo attack. Well executed attackes continued 
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until about 1500 (K); most attacks were stopped beyond the soreen but some pene¬ 
trated and were destroyed. DesDiv 106 was effective in breaking up approaches. 
The INDIANA which was repeatedly attaoked with bombs and torpedoes shot down 9 
enemy planes. MINNEAPOLIS was damaged by a 10-ft. near miss; the INDIANA was 
dented on the side by a orashing enemy plane; the HUDSON (DD 475) was hit by a 
5-inch shell. 





On 24 June (K) TG 58.1 made a 240-mile fighter sweep over IWO JIMA. 60 enmy 
planes, mostly fighters, were shot down; 10 to 20 others whioh were on the field 
were not destroyed beoause of enemy interoeption. The HORNET CAP shot down 11 of 
12 KATES attempting to attack the foroe and the 12th was shot down by BELLEAU WOOD 
CAP. We lost 4 fighters. 

CTF 51 reports that at 241925 (K) 3 enemy planes dropped bombs on the beach 
at SAIPAN; planes apparently oame from GUAM or ROTA; planes retired on course 200. 
At 242040 (K) about 10 enemy planes were picked up by radar bearing 210 distance 
60 miles; a direct approach was made and flares were dropped over the ships whioh 
were covered by a smoke soreen. So far as known, planes did not drop bombs or 
torpedoes; they ciroled southern TINIAN airfields but apparently did not land (thes 
fields were heavily bombed and shelled during the afternoon and were probably not 
usable). Planes finally retired at 2140 (K) on course 245. 

CTG 52.14 reports completion of photographic mission over GUAM; strong AA 
fire was encountered. Photographio flight leader estimates that operations over 
GUAM will be difficult until the area has been neutralized by bombardment. 

CTG 52.14 reports sinking by bombing a 4 to 5,000-ton AK at ROTA. 

Cara5thFleet at 240100 GCT authorized and directed Commander Northern Troops 
and Landing Force to relieve Major General Ralph Smith from oommand of the 27th 
U.S. Army Division and to plaoe Major General Jarman in command of the Division; 
this aotion taken in order that the offensive on SAIPAN may proceed in accordance 
with the plans and orders of the Commander Northern Troops and Landing Force. 

Major General Jarman at 240426 GCT requested of CinCPOA that Brigadier General 
Edgar B. Calliday be sent to SAIPAN by first available air transportation with 
highest class air travel priority. 

CenPac shore based aircraft on 22 June conducted strikes against WOTJE, 

TAROA, PONAPE, and TRUK; MOEN ISLAND airfield and dispersal areas were hit by 14 
B-24's which dropped 140 500-lb. bombs. 

Marine Mitchells continued heckling of RABAUL during the nights 20-21 June ani 
21-22 June. On 21 June 64 B-25's, SBD's, TBF's, and P-38’s concentrated against 
supply areas at NORDUP and RALUM. On the following day 79 planes hit AA positions 
south and southwest of RAPOPO, and 6 B-24's bombed TOBERA. On 21 and 22 June 
fighter sweeps were conducted over KAVIENG and the usual fighter sweeps were made 
over BUKA and BOUGAINVILLE. 



On 22 June severe fighter activity over GEELVINK BAY and over north central 
NEW GUINEA coast interrupted 5th AF operations in those areas. A-20's bombed dis¬ 
persal areas and gun positions on KAIJIRI and KORNASOREN Airfields on N0HMF00R IS.; 
other A-20’s closely supported our ground forces in the SARMI Area. Usual fighter 
sweeps were made along north coast of NET/ GUINEA. 4 C-47»s landed on the MCKMER 
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23 June (Oahu date - Cont'a) 

airdrome to complete the first missions to BLAE ISLAND, while 33 other missions 
were completed to HOLLANDIA, TADJI, and WAKDE. 

In the North Pacific on 22 June, 3 PV’s from FA?/ 4 bombed KATOAEA; 3 large 
and s everal small fires were observed; all planes returned safely, 

Richardson 230950 (pink) covers recommendations of Richardson and Hannon that 
command of U.S. Army Forces in South and Central Pacific Areas pass to command of 
ComGen USAFPOA; discusses other command relationships. 

CinCPOA 240929 (pink) announces decision to employ 96th Infantry Division in 
STALEMATE in preference to use of 38th Division. 

CinCPOA 240514 (pink) disousses and makes recommendation pertaining to employ¬ 
ment of 96th Infantry Division in STALEMATE. 

CTF 61 232020 (pink) explains reason for delay in estimation of W date for 
landing on GUAM. 



24 June (Oahu date) ' 

The coordinated attack launched by 2nd and 4th MarDivs and 27th Inf. Div. on 
23 June (K) continued on 24 June with^double^ envelopment of TAPOTCHAU MOUNTAIN; 
progress was slow and stubbornly contested by the enemy over terrain which was 
rough and precipitous. The second day of the attack saw our forces under way 
at 0800 and by 1400 a general advance of about 800 yards had been made along the 
front with pronounced salientft/being developed on either side of the objective. 

At 240030 (K) 2 small groups of enemy planes approached from the northward and 
from high altitude dropped sticks of bombs in the inner transport area; naval 
casualties were 10 killed, 22 wounded on LST 222, LCT 998, PCS 1402, PCS 1461, and 
PHAON (ARB 3)> there was minor material damage. At 241935 3 enemy planes approached 
apparently from GUAM and dropped sticks of bombs on shore; no report of damage has 
been received. 

CTF 58 reports final results of air operations on 19 and 20 June. Final re¬ 
port for 19th credits an additional 49 enemy planes destroyed of which 15 were de¬ 
stroyed on the ground. Our plane combat losses for the 19th were 27 (increase of 
6), and our pilot combat losses were 18 (increase of 5); loss of crewmen remains 
at 6. On the 20th, 26 enemy planes were downed (increase of 6); we lost 22 pilots 
in oombat (decrease of 25); 27 crewmen were lost in combat (decrease of 32); a to¬ 
tal of 95 planes was lost. Revised estimate of damage to enemy ships is consider¬ 
ably heavier than that previously reported, now listing as sunk, probably sunk, 
badly damaged, or damaged the following: 1 BB, 3 CV, 3 CVL, 2 CA, 4 DD, and 5 AO. 

CTG 58.2 241018 summarizes operations for 24 June against PAGAN. A total of 
128 sorties were flown over the target. The group lost 2 planes and destroyed 3 
enemy planes. Shipping damage was assessed as 3 small AK’s sunk, 2 probably 
sunk, and 3 luggers damaged. 

Final report by CTG 58.1 on results of strike against IWO JIMA on 24 June (K) 
increases to 116 number of enemy planes downed in the air (increase of 56) and 11 
others probably downed in the air; we lost 5 planes instead of 4. 
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CTG 58.4 250047 summarizes operations against GUAM on 24 June* 151 sorties 
were flown over the target* Enemy damage was assessed as 2 planes downed in the 
air and 6 destroyed on the ground; a landing barge loaded with 40-50 soldiers was 
left burning and sinking. We lost 1 plane. 

CoraSthFlt 240622 (pink) announces conference with Turner and Holland Smith 
concludes that situation ashore does not permit withdrawal of any troops now com¬ 
mitted, nor can date for such withdrawal now be set; additional reserves may be 
required and 1st Marine Provisional Brigade will be kept afloat in the area for 
that purpose; ships of TP 63 not required in current operations on SAIPAN to be 
sent to ENIWETCKj etc* 

PINTADO, operating Nw of MARIANAS, reports total score during this patrol 5 
loaded AK's sunk for a total tonnage of 37,000; this includes 3 AK's previously 
reported in summary 6 June. 

CenPac shore based airoraft on 23 June bombed WOTJE, TAROA, PONAPE, and TRUK; 
MOEN Airfield was hit by 15 B-24's which dropped 37^ tons on strips and dispersal 
areas* 

Search plane reports sighting 3 small AK’s with 3 auxiliaries at 242300 GOT 
position 19 N, 143 E (170 miles WNW of PAGAN), course 350, speed 8* ComNavGroup 
CHINA reports that on 23 June an Army reconnaissance unit observed in TAKAO HARBOR 
28 vessels (200-250 feet), 1 BB (600-700 feet), and 1 AO (500 feet)* A coast 
watoher reports in ZAMBOANGA HARBOR on 22 June 1 BB, 2 CA'b, 2 DD's, numerous AK's, 
and many seaplanes including 11 4-engine flying boats* 

On 23 June unfavorable weather handicapped air operations over RABAUL and 
BOUGAINVILLE. During the night of 22-23 June 2 Marine Mitchells operated in bad 
weather to heckle RABAUL. Fighter bombers patrolled the RABAUL Area on 23 June 
and bombed VUNAKANAU. Fighter bombers from EMIRAU operated over KAVIENG. 

On 23 June 19 B-24's from 13th AF dropped 55 1,000-lb, bombs on YAP; the air¬ 
field was accurately and heavily bombed as were buildings and installations near 
the field* 

An unspecified number of B-24's attacked JEFMAN Airdrome on 23 June starting 
fires and explosions in the dispersal areas; there waB no interception. 31 A-20's 
attacked targets on N0EMF00R bombing and strafing the 2 airfields and hitting storei 
and personnel areas* 12 B-26's closely supported our ground forces on BIAK, and 
A-20's hit enemy occupied positions in the SARMI-MAFFIN BAY Area* 2 B-24's struck 
PELELIU Airdrome during the night* Fighter bombers attacked bridges and storage 
areas in the vicinity of WEWAK. C-47's continued supply missions to BIAK, complet¬ 
ing 106 missions to HOLLANDIA and other forward bases and 3 to MQKM! ome. 
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The 3 division attack against TAPATCHAU Mountain was resumed at 0730 25 
June (K). 2nd MarDiv advancing northward about 500 yards and inland to a distance 
of 1200 yards entered southern part of GARAPAN Village; other elements of the 
division reached and occupied the peak of the mountain. 27th InfDiv (in the 
center) met severe resistance from a very strong point 1000 yds SE of the mountain; 
within the strong point the enemy occupied caves on the sides of cliffs; the 
strong point is now surrounded and being subjected to point blank artillery fire. 
4th MarDiv attacking on the right (East) wing met only light opposition and hafts 
now occupied the entire KAGMAN PENINSULA. A small amount of ground was taken on 
NAFUTAN PENINSULA where one RCT of 27th Div is operating. Few prisoners have been 
taken though numerous civilians are in our custody. A total of 36 enemy tanks 
have been destroyed and 40 have been captured; 3 coastal defense guns have also 
been captured. Our artillery maintains heavy harassing fire in SAIPAN sectors, 
particularly in GARAPAN. An enemy air attack at 241935 (K) caused no damage as 
bombs fell in the water. 


There is no further estimate on number of enemy dead. The estimate of our 
casualties follows: 


UNIT 

KIA 

WIA 

MIA 

TOTAL 

2nd MarDiv 

350 

1804 

516 

2670 

4th MarDiv 

536 

3041 

662 

4239 

27th InfDiv 

81 

364* 

22 

467* 

Total 

967 

5209 

1200 

7376 


♦Includes 2 from Corps Troops. 


CTG 58.1 260114 gives complete summary of strike against IWO JIMA on 24 
June. Task Group Commander states that complete surprise was effected and 
believes that strike broke up a large enemy raid which was assembled and was in 
the process of hitting southward. Many planes were loaded with torpedoes, had 
fighter escort and were airborne, on arrival of our fighter sweep. 


In order to oonduct anti-shipping strikes in GUAM and ROTA, and in south¬ 
western approaches thereto, CTF 58 directs formation of TU 58.4.6 Rear Admiral 
Baker in MIAMI with CruDiv 14 and DesRon 23; this unit to depart TG 58.4 at 0600 
(K) 27 June. If practicable the unit will attack coastal defense batteries and 
AA batteries on western end of OROTE FIELD. Unit rejoins TG 58.4 by 0800 (K) 28 
June. 

CTG 58.4 252325 summarizes operations on 25 June against GUAM and ROTA. A 
total of 102 sorties was flown over the target. Enemy damage was assessed as 8 
planes destroyed on the ground, and 11-12 probably destroyed on the ground; one 
large AK in APRA HARBOR was damaged for the 2nd time. The group lost 2 planes 
operationally. 

CenPac shore based aircraft on 24 June bombed WOTJE and TAROA. 

BARB (SS 220) reports on 13 June fired 2 torpedoes to slowly sink one large 
AP with 2 hits; submarine was operating OKHOTSK SEA. 


DECLASSIFIED 

Authority: E0 12958, as amended 
HQ USEUCOM 


- continued - 


1975 













o 


DECLASSIFIED 

Authority. E0 12958, as amended 
HQ USEUCOM 


25 June (Oahu date)-continued- 


Qn the night of 23-24 June 4 Marine Mitchells continued to heckle RABAUL. 
GREEN ISLAND and EMIRAU Corsairs patrolled the RABAUL and KAVIENG areas. 68 TBFs, 
SBDs, B-25s and P-38s bombed targets in the RABAUL area concentrating the weight 
against VUNAPOPE. 16 fighter bombers made sweeps over BOUGAINVILLE. 

RAY (SS 271)(SWP area) operating CELEBES SEA reports sinking 1 AO (10,200), 

1 AK (5850), 1 AK (8160), 1 AP (8670), 1 AP (8360) and 1 CM (1345) for a total of 
42,476 tons. 

A coastal observer reports 3 CAs and 2 AOs position 11-09 N, 123-10 E (north 
of SAN BERNARDINO STRAIT) at 250930 (K), course SW, speed not given. 

On 24 June 45 B-24s bombed gun positions, stores, and personnel areas on 
N0EMF00R ISLAND from KAMIRI to KORNASOREN airfields; a total of 80 tons of 260 and 
300-lb bombs was dropped; explosions resulted in gun positions and fires started 
throughout the area. 31 A-20s and 12 B-26s strafed enemy bivouacs for 20 miles 
along the TOR RIVER, and bombed division quarters and villages in the MAFFIN BAY 
area. Fighter-bombers attacked enemy westward troop movements east of AITAPE. 

A-20s bombed enemy installations in the vicinity of DAGUA and SUAIN. Fighter- 
bombers hit enemy positions in the BUT and BORAM areas. 

In the North Pacific 3 B-24s from 11th AF attacked KAURABU ZAKI early morn¬ 
ing 24 June; results were unobserved; all planes returned safely. 4 PVs from Fleet 
Air Wing 4 attacked KASHIWABARA-KATAOKA early on morning of 24 June; fires visible 
for 80 miles from the target; all planes returned safely 



26 June (Oahu date) (y 

Com5thFleet 260207 (Pink) comments upon impressions gained upon visiting 
ashore with Lt.Gen. Holland Smith* 

CTF 51 270400 summarizes air operations and enemy air attacks during the 
last two days. 

CTU 58.4.5 reports results of ROTA-GUAM anti-shipping strike which was made 
on 27 June (K) in accordance with instructions from CTF 58 (summary 25 June). 1 
small tug and 2 sampans were destroyed in APRA HARBOR; 1 medium AK was observed 
on the bottom. Coastal defense guns on OROTE POINT were heavily shelled without 
receiving return fire. All fuel tanks on south shore of APRA HARBOR wore blown 
up, and the ones inshore at the end of the breakwater were left burning. The CAP 
reported 10-12 planes on the ground at OROTE Airfield were destroyed and a large 
fire was started on the field; there was no AA and no air opposition. No shipping 
was observed at ROTA; a sugar mill there was set afire and 1 large metal building 
on the south shore was damaged* 

Com5thFleet concludes that IWO JIMA is being filled with aircraft from the 
Empire and that these are staging through ROTA and GUAM to attaok our forces; 
directs CTF 58 to make strike on IVTO JIMA, leaving enough strength to deny ROTA 
and GUAM fields to enemy aircraft. 


(Continued) 
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CTG 52.14 (CVE Group) organizes 3 task units* 2 with 3 CVEs each, and 1 with 
2 CVEs, with screen, as anti-submarine patrol to cover our forces at SAIPAN. 

CTF 51 reports that enemy planes took off from ROTA at 271854 (K) and raided 
our forces at SAIPAN; these planes began landing again at ROTA at 272020 (K). 
Com5thFleet has directed CTF 51 that beginning 28 June and until further orders 
he will make late aftemnon strikes on ROTA Airfield with P-47's. 

Laying of torpedo net to protect TANAPAG HARBOR was begun at daylight 28 
June (k). 

SEAHORSE (SS 304), operating between FORMOSA and LUZON, reports attacking 
a 10-ship oonvoy at dawn 27 June (K) position 21-19 N, 120-25 E, course 340, speed 
9; 1 large AO and 1 medium AK were sunk, and 1 medium AK was damaged. 

CenPac shore based aircraft on 25 June, bombed WOTJE, MILLE, TAROA, and TRUK; 
10 B—25's hit PARAM Airfield with 20 1,000—lb. bombs with unobserved results; 1 of 
6 Zekes which intercepted aggressively was destroyed. 

Com7thFleet reports an observer sighted at 260910 (K) in SARANGANI BAY (S. 
MINDANAO) 7 AP, 3 PG, and 7 launches. 

Land operations on BIAK ISLAND were limited to patrol activity. Enemy casual¬ 
ties there reported as 2,370 killed in aotion and 11 oaptured. 2 enemy planes bob¬ 
bed MOKMER Airdrome at 252137 (k), injuring 6 men but inflicted little material 
damage. 

21 B-24's successfully bombed YAP at noon 25 June (K); 8 of 26 interceptors 
were shot down; 1 B-24 was lost. Concurrently with strike against YAP 2 B-24's 
bombed SOROL ISLAND. 4 B-25's bombed CAPE CHATER Airstrip on TIMOR while 9 Beau¬ 
fort's hit TIMOEXA (W. NEW GUINEA). 12 P-38's badly damaged a medium AK in the 
SORONG Area ahile 12 B-25's attacked a small AK and several luggers at MANOKWARI. 
B-25'6 hit enemy installations on N0EMF00R. Our ground forces on BIAK and in the 
MAFFIN BAY Area were closely supported by A-20's. Usual fighter sweeps were made 
along north coast of NEW GUINEA, concentrating mainly in the WEWAK Area. 

CTF 94 announces completion of surface bombardment of KURABU SAKI At 0432 (W) 



26 June. 


27 June (Oahu date) 

Our 3 Divisions on SAIPAN continued to attack during 26 and 27 June (K). 

The 4th MarDiv (on the east) advanoed rapidly to the northward reaching a point on 
the east coast about 2300 yards north of an east-west line.through MOUNT TAPOTCHAU. 
27th Inf. Div. (in the center) bypassed the strong point whioh was holding up their 
advance, but they continue to meet heavy resistance and have nade slow progress. 

2nd MarDiv (on the west) advanoed further into GARAPAN VILLAGE and now controls 
MOUNT TAPOTCHAU. The 3 Divisions now hold a "U w -shaped front, commencing on the 
west ooast at a point in the lower third of GARAPAN VILLAGE, advancing generally 
eastward to include MOUNT TAPOTCHAU, thence southward to a point opposite the 
southern slopes of MOUNT TAPOTCHAU, thence eastward 2,000 yards, thence to the 
northward 2300 yards, thence to the east coast. The RCT of the 27th Inf. Div. 
has occupied all of NAFUTAN PENNINSULA, exoept the last 250 yards. During the 
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night of 27 June about 400 eneny broke through our lines on NAFUTAN PENINSULA 
and pushed northward to attack Hill 500 (4^ miles north of NAFUTAN POINT); 200 
of the enoay were killed with the remainder being dispersed in our rear areas* 

On night of 27 June a party of enaray snipers attacked ASLITO Airfield and succeeded 
in burning 1 P-47 plane and damaging 2 others; 13 of the enemy were killed. On 
night of 25 June our LCI's engaged in action against enemy barges south of TANAPAG 
HARBOR sinking 1 barge; we lost 1 killed* 4 wounded* euid some material damage to 
LCI's 438 and 456. On the afternoon of 27 June 41 P-47's made a thorough fighter 
sweep on ROTA without finding enemy planes; however* during the night beginning 
at 1845 planes were seen by radar to be oiroling ROTA and appeared to be taking 
off. Enemy air attacks harrassed our transports during the entire night of 27 
June* except for a 45—minute lull; some bombs were dropped in the water* others 
were dropped aBhore; 1 bomb hit close aboard the CAMBRIA wounding 1 man but caus¬ 
ing no material damage to the ship. Early morning 27 June enemy planes dropped 
8 bombs on the living quarters on ASLITO Field killing 1 and to unding 4. MINRON 
FOUR is sweeping MAGICIENNE BAY; about 20 moored mines have been swept thus far; 
some of the mines were found near the shore in 5 feet of water. 


Our forces report 1943 enemy 

dead 

have been buried; 135 prisoners 

3710 civilians are 

in custody. Our 

casualties to include 1600 26 June* 

Unit 

KIA 

WIA 

MIA 

Total 

2nd MarDiv 

556 

2639 

455 

3650 

4th MarDiv 

560 

2893 

421 

3874 

27th Inf.Div. 

129 

697 

39 

865 

Corps Troops 

7 

47 

6 

60 

Totals 

125? 

"6276 

32T 

8449 


o 

27 June (Oahu date - Cont'd) 


There is evidenoe to indicate that enemy planes have been oarefully oon- 
cealed on GUAM and ROTA and are continuing to operate from those places. Instruc¬ 
tions have been issued to photograph both GUAM and ROTA for the purpose of locating 
camouflaged aircraft. The PAGAN Airfield is reported as still unserviceable with 
many unfilled craters and no evidence of efforts to repair it. 

*7 

TG 58.4 struck ROTA and GUAM on June, flying a total of 50 sorties over 
the target areas; airfields were bombed and strafed. 10 VF's (only 2 possibly 
operational) were observed on the ground. A large barrack and 2 fuel dumps were 
destroyed. 

CorainCh 271845 discusses movement of 96th Inf. Div. to PEARL about 15 July. 

BATFISH (SS 310) reports sighting convoy of 2 AK's, 2 or 3 LST's, and 3 DDs 
at 280258 GCT position 3 miles bearing 205 from MIYAKE-SHIMA, course SE speed 10; 
also reports sinking 2 more small AKs. 

RATON (SS 270) (SWP Area), operating west of BORNEO, reports sinking 2 large 
escort vessels, 1 AK, and 3 small craft for a total tonnage of 7,238; damaging 1 
large 10,000-ton AP. 

Unfavorable weather greatly restricted air operations over NEW BRITAIN on 
25 June and considerably handioapped operations on 26 June. On the 25th, 10 P-39's 
and 24 B-25's bombed targets in the WARASU RIVER Area (near RABAUL); results were 
unobserved. 16 P-39's and 24 SBD's hit the RABAUL Area. 32 P-39's made fighter 
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sweeps over BOUGAINVILLE. On the 26th 93 B-25's, SBD's, TBF's, P-39's, and P-38 'b 
bombed with unobserved results AA positions south of RALUM. 24 P-39's bombed 
warehouses at KARAVAT and TALILI, and bombed the revetment area at VUNAKANAU. 39 
P-39's oonducted fighter sweeps over BOUGAINVILLE.1? On 26 June 1 group of B-24's 
bombed JEFMAN Airdrome starting several fires in dispersal areas and causing large 
explosions; there was no interception. £ A-20's hit KAMIRI storage areas and gun 
positions. P-40's supported our ground foroes on BIAK. Strikes oontinued to oon- 
oentrate against enemy ooeupied positions in the vioinity of MAFFTN BAY, WAKDE, 
DAUGA, BUT, and CAPE MOEN; MUSCHU and KAIRIRU ISLANDS were also hit. On the pre¬ 
ceding day 27 B-24's heavily bombed KAMIRI, NAMBER, and KORNASOREN Airstrips; 
median and attaok bombers bombed and strafed NOEMFOOR targets. 3 bombers from the 
13th AF ineffectively hit WOLEAI on 26 June. 

Philippine observers report considerable shipping we6t of PANAY on 25 June(K) 
sightings included 3 cruisers, 11 AP's, 4 loaded AO's, and 7 unidentified warships; 
there exists the possibility of duplication in the report. ComNavGroup CHINA re¬ 
ports 4 convoys of 9, 12, 6, and 3 ships respectively in the area between FORMOSA 
and the CHINA COAST; sightings made morning 28 June GCT. 

In the North Pacific on 26 June 2 B-24's from 11th AF bombed by radar KURABU 
ZAKI; fires were observed through the overcast. 


o 

27 June (Oahu date - Cont'd) 


On the 26th, 4 PV's from FAW 4 bombed KASHIWABARA and SHIMUSHU; fires were 
observed through the overcast. 1 plane photographed KAKUMABETSU Airfield 
(PARAMUSHIRU); this plane was attacked by 11 Hamp's, 2 of w\ich were damaged; 
pictures show rapid construction on the airfield. 




28 June (Oahu date) 

Our ground forces on SAIPAN made slight advances oi^28 June; enemy resistance 
continues strong. NAFUTAN PENINSULA is now in our hands and organised resistance 
has ceased. Vigorous anti-sniper patrols are aotive throughout the garrison area 
in eliminating isolated enemy resistance. Our total casualties to date stand at 
1363 killed in action, 6806 wounded in action, and 843 missing in action. Our 
troops report burying approximately 4040 oneny dead. Sweeping of MAGICIENNE BAY 
continues; mines are 4-horned moored type recently laid; BROWN Beaches north of 
KAGMAN POINT reported mined. Our planes which struck airfields on TINIAN found 
several well concealed planes in a cane field some distance from the airfield. 

The airfield at ROTA was believed to be unserviceable on night of 28 June. 


From 2040 to 2137 28 June 3 groups of enemy planes coming from SSW attacked 
SAIPAN; bombs were dropped but damage is not known; 1 enemy plane was shot down 
and 1 other was probably shot down; planes are believed to have been seaplanes. 
One of our planes carrying 4th MarDiv observer mistook mortar flash for marker 
bomb and fired rockets into our troops killing and wounding several. Air and 
surface units continued to support our ground forces. 

TG 58.3 hit GUAM with 37 tons on 27 June (K) concentrating against runways. 
The TG pioked up 4 groups of Bogies (estimated total 8 planes) all apparently 
enroute YAP to GUAM, course 050, altitude 12,000 ft. 
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Between 2300 (K) 26 June and 0010 (K) 27 June TG 52*14 was attacked by two 
enenqr planes believed to be multi-engined flying boats or Bettys. Two torpedoes 
were dropped. CVEs sustained no damage; one enemy plane was shot down. TG's 58.1 
and 58.2 will sortie from ENIWETOK on 30 June and will proceed to the MARIANAS 
area. Enroute thereto they will oonduct strikes on IWO JIMA and CHICHI JIMA until 
aircraft facilities thereat are wrecked. 

TG 58.3 will strike GUAM from the east on afternoon 29 June; group will 
operate south of GUAM early evening, retiring SE during night. TG 58.4 operating 
west of MARIANAS will strike ROTA afternoon 29 June, and will keep night fighters 
over ROTA until 2300. 


CTG 58.4 290450 summarizes operations on 28 June. 

At about 2305 (K) 22 June LST 119, while beached on SAIPAN and unloading, 
received one medium caliber hit from an enemy battery on TINIAN; damage to hull 
and wiring sustained has been repaired and the vessel is now seaworthy. 

CenPac shore based aircraft on 26 June bombed MILLS, TAROA, WOTJE, PONAPE, 
and NAURU; AA positions at the later place were hit by 16 B-25s, 4 of which receiv¬ 
ed minor damage and a 5th was forced down in the water; crew was rescued. On the 
27th MILLE, JALUIT, WOTJE and TRUK were hit; at the later place 16 B-24s dropped 
45 tons on both MOEN airfields. 

BANG (SS 385) reports attacking a large convoy consisting of 10 Marus with 
6 escorts, plus 1 possible CVS at 290600 GCT, position 17-15 N, 118-20 E (120 miles 
west of LUZON) course 205, speed 14. 2 large AKs were sunk with 2 and 3 hits 
respectively; 3 more hits probably sank another; 126 depth oharges inflicted no 
damage. 

GROUPER (SS 214) operating Empire Waters reports knight surface attack 24 
June believes 3500 ton AK sunk with 2 hits; possibly one or two smaller ships also 
hit. 


PUFFER (SS 268)(SWP area) operating north of MALAY BARRIER reports sinking 
1 large AK and 2 AOs for a total tonnage of 24,336; and damaging 1 AO and 1 CV 
(best identified as similar to KAGA olass) 26,900 tons for a total tonnage of 
34,209. 


On 27 June 59 B-25s, P-38s and P-39s dropped 60 tons of bombs on AA positions 
east of TOBERA airfield. 39 SBDs, TBFs and B-25s dropped 30 tons on supply areas 
SE of VUNAPOPE. 4 FVs started fires in the KABUNGA BAY aroa. During the night 
26-27 June, 3 Marine Mitchells dropped 39 100-lb bombs on RABAUL targets. 16 P-38s 
and 22 B-25s on the afternoon of 27 June hit ERVENTA ISLAND (off south coast of 
BOUGAINVILLE) with 49 tons of bombs. 7 P-39s attacked KAVIENG. 18 P-39 b harassed 
BOUGAINVILLE. 

Photos indicate that on 27 June TOBERA, VUNAKANAU, KAVIENG and PANAPAI run¬ 
ways were all serviceable. RAPOPO runway was unserviceable. 24 heavy guns had 
been removed from VUNAKANAU. 


- continued - 


DECLASSIFIED 

Authority: E0 12958, as amended 
HQ USEUCOM 


198C 










- 


i 

o 


o 



28 June (Oahu date)-continued- 


DECLASSIFIED 

Authority: EO 12958, as amended 
HQ USEUCOM 


Photos of SOERABAJA on 25 June showed 1 DD, 1 CM, 1 PG, 1 SC and 1 MTB 
apparently under repair; 3 DDs and 3 SS were in drydock. Merchant shipping 
totaled 65,000 tons including 1 AO. 3 burned out merchant ships totalling 13,000 
tons were observed. Extensive damage had been inflicted on a refinery and engin¬ 
eering works. 9 float planes, 15 bombers and 10 fighters were in the area. 


Submarine reports sighting one TENRYU class CA and 2 DDs westbound through 
SALAJAR STRAIT (SW CELEBES) at 1000 (K) 27 June. 

SWP Air Forces on 26 June hit YAP through clouds with 19 B-24s; 7 of 25-30 
interceptors were shot down; 4 of our planes were damaged. Also on the 25th, 10 
B-24s bombed TRUK, shooting down 1 of 4-5 interceptors. 


On 27 June SAMATE airdrome (SORONG area) was bombed by a group of B-24s; on 
the preceding night 2 B-24s bombed PALAU. 9 A-20s with P-38 escorts bombed KOKAS 
Village, fighter-bombers hit KAMIRI and NAMBER airfields. Fighter-bombers sup¬ 
ported our ground forces on BIAK and in the MAFFIN BAY area. 36 A-20s and 3 B-25s 
bombed personnel areas near WEWAK. Other fighter sweeps were made along the north 
coast of NEW GUINEA. C-47s completed a total of 108 supply missions to forward 
bases. 

29 June (Oahu date) 

Our ground forces resumed the attack on SAIPAN at 0730 (K) 29 June; the 
attack was pushed forward against strong resistance for an advance of 1,000 yards 
on the front of 27th Inf. Div (center of line); enemy resistance reported stronger 
than during 2 previous days. The terrain is extremely rough and vegetation is 
dense. The occupation of Hill 774 (3,300 yards NE of MT. TAPOTCHAU) by 4th MarDiv 
gives us commanding observation to the north and to the east; as a consequence 
of this conditions for our advance on 30 June are very favorable. The attack on 
the 30th will be launched at 0700 and will be supported by heavy air and ship 
bombardment of strong points in TANAPAG HARBOR. The enemy troops which infiltrated 
from NAFUTAN POINT have been mopped up. 200 enemy dead, including 100 civilians, 
were found on NAFUTAN POINT. During enemy air attacks 27 June (K) bombs were drop¬ 
ped near our front lines and in ASLITO Airfield Area, and in -the corps artillery 
area; no casualties resulted. On night of 28-29 June, bombs were dropped on 
shore near ASLITO; 2 were wounded, but no material damage resulted. 75 land mines 
were found on Purple Beaches (MAGICIENNE BAY); there were also numerous shallow 
water anti boat mines in MAGICIENNE BAY. Enemy heavy AA was very active for a 
short period on 29 June (K), shooting down 1 TBM and badly holiqganother; guns were 
silenced and did not fire during remainder of the day. 

CTG 52.14 (CVE Covering Group) reports that an enemy submarine torpedo passed 
close aboard during forenoon 29 June; ASP plane reports dropping special bomb 
which exploded after 1 minute. At 2045 (K) 29 June same TG reports that 3 torpe¬ 
does passed through the formation. Gunfire against TINIAN continues. Dawn and 
evening sweeps were made by P-47’s against TINIAN airfields and against MARPI POINT 
(N shore of SAIPAN). TINIAN fields are still cratered; the enemy is making fresh 
attempts to repair MARPI POINT Field. VF's and VT's hit 8 3-inch or 5-inch guns 
on TINIAN. A noticeable decrease in AA fire over southern TINIAN has been noted. 
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Total enemy dead burled by our troops reported as 4949; our oasualties to 
include 1800 (K) 29 June; 


UNIT 

KIA 

WIA 

MIA 

TOTAL 

2nd MarDiv 

653 

3154 

360 

4167 

4th MarDiv 

625 

3171 

462 

4258 

27th Inf. Div. 

185 

1023 

51 

1259 

Corps Troops 

11 

62 

6 

68 

TOTAL 

~rm 

“7406 

8i$ 



CTF 52 announces that beginning 26 June (K) TINIAN will be bombarded daily 
by air and naval gunfire and shore artillery with the object of destroying all 
shore batteries, AA guns, artillery, and known defenses* Coordination between 
air and naval gunfire will be effected by providing 2 sectors of operation. 

On 29 June (K) TG 58.4 flew a total of 50 sorties against ROTA. P-47's 
also made fighter sweeps over the island. 

After strike against PAGAN on 28 June (K) CTG 58.4 reports the airfield 
badly damaged with no efforts to repair being made; few worthwhile targets re¬ 
main and the Island appears virtually deserted. 

CTF 57 262300 summarises operations 21-25 June. 

CenPac shore based aircraft on 29 June bombed TAROA, WOTJE, MILLE, and 
JOKAJ (PONAPE). 

The airdrome at ASLITO on SAIPAN ISLAND has been designated "ISLEY FIELD” in 
honor of Commander Robert H. Isley, late commander of Torpedo Squadron 16, who on 
13 June gave his life gallantly leading an attack on that airdrome, then in the 
hands of the enemy; during this action he was shot down by AA fire. 

STURGEON (SS 187) reports large convoy with many escorts including air cover 
at 282226 GCT position 27-44 N, 129-05 E (just E of OKUNA SHIMA, AMAMI Group), 
course 220, speed 8; after sinking a 9,000-ton AK with 4 hits, she received 137 
depth charges with minor damage. 

SWORDFISH (SS 193), operating in BGNINS Area, reports at 292347 GCT destroy¬ 
ed by gunfire a 300-ton trawler and slightly damaged another. 

GROWLER (SS 215) reports 3 hits disintegrated and sank 1 large AO at 281731 
GCT position 19-10 N, 120-37 E (40 miles N of LUZON). 

On the night of 27-28 June 6 Marine Mitchells continued heckling blockade 
of RABAUL and bombed LAKUNAI; 1 B-25 crashed and burned with no survivors. EMIRAU 
Corsairs patrolled over KAVIENG. 108 B-25’s, SBD's, TBF's, P-33's, P-39 's heavily 
bombed AA positions south of RALUM. 34 P-39 , s and 6 TBF's bombed and strafed 
BOUGAINVILLE targets. 

On 26 June PRESIDENT TYLER grounded while departing TOROKINA; bottom was 
damaged in numbers 10 and 11 deep fresh water tanks, fracturing shell and salting 
water; vessel expected to be docked ESPIRITU SANTO early July if inspection de¬ 
termines docking necessary. 
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29 June (Oahu date - Cont'd) 

SWP air forces flew in excess of 200 sorties against enemy positions and 
installations; weight of strikes was directed against enemy oocupied villages 
west of SARMI, against enemy troop concentrations E. of AITAPE, and against the 
WEWAK and HANSA BAY Areas* C-47's flew a total of 82 supply missions to forward 
bases* 


CTF 94 reports more completely on bombardment of KTJRABU ZAKI between 1400 
and 1420 GCT 26 June. The approach and firing were made by radar, firing range 
being 13,000 yards at speed 20. Heavy fog greatly reduced visibility. Enemy 
shore battery return fire was entirely ineffective; we suffered no casualties 
to ships or personnel. No shipping was present in the harbor, but 5 fishing 
craft were reported as probably destroyed. 

30 June (Oahu date) 

There was little enemy aotivity on SAIPAN during night of 29-30 June (K). 
The attack whioh was launched morning 30 June met strong resistance on the fronts 
of the 2nd MarDiv and 27th Inf* Div.; advance was slow and at the end of the day 
our front line remained approximately the same as that at the end of 29 June, 
though 2 pockets of resistance were eliminated. TBFJ^e'on observation mission 

shot down by enemy AA fire and crashed among our own troops causing 7 casual¬ 
ties. 




There were no air alerts on night of 29-30 June (K)* During the ni$it of 
30 June - 1 July several bogies appeared and dropped several bombs on shore. 1 
enemy plane was shot down by a night fighter. There wre strong air and ship gun¬ 
fire attacks throughout the day against TINIAN. Fighter sweeps at ROTA were made 
during the morning and evening. TG 53.2 (TransDivs 4 and 6, and DesDiv 30) and 
TG 63.17 (Tractor Group) were ordered to ENIWETCK to await further orders. Mine¬ 
sweeping of MAGICIENNE BAY was completed. 

Our own dead buried totals 1624; incomplete reports show 5692 enemy buried, 
including civilians. 220 prisoners of war have been taken. 

ComDesDiv 46 reports 2 AA batteries on AGANA Field were shelled on 30 June; 
extent of damage was not observed; firing commenced at sunset and continued at 
intervals during the night. 

23 Zeke's and 1 Kate have been captured at SAIPAN; all planes are in good 
condition and the Kate is radar equipped. 

CTG 68.4 302342 summarizes operations for 30 June (K)* 

Com6thFleet directs CTG 58.2 to mine CHICHI JIMA at discretion; group is 
ordered to remain long enough to give IW0 JIMA a good "going over". Photos just 
received show small craft used for unloading at IW0 JIMA as valuable target. 

PLAICE (SS 390) reports firing 4 torpedoes at convoy of 2 AK's escorted by 
1 trawler position 28-22 N, 141-17 E (90 miles NW of CHICHI JIMA), course 220, 
speed 10 at 300730 GCT; 2 hits in 1 AK and 1 hit in the other are believed to have 
sink both AK's* 
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ALBACORE (SS 218) reports shelling phosphate works on FAIS ISLAND on 30 
June; 57 rounds 4-inch fired at dawn and 24 at sunset at average range of 1500 
yards; several buildings were deroofed and fireB were started; there was no 
opposition. 

FLOUNDER (SS 251) (S11P Area) reports 4 hits in a large AP on 17 June. 

CERO (SS 225)(SWP Area) reports sighting at 010430 GOT July 1 BB with 
several unidentified ships position 5-00 N, 125-20 E (S. of MINDANAO), course 
270, speed 20. 

On 29 June unfavorable weather greatly restricted scheduled air strikes 
against the RABATJL Area; only 36 sorties were flown and results were generally 
ineffective. 10 P-39's operated over KAVIENG, and 24 SBD’s and 13 P-39 'b bombed 
LAKURAFANGE (NEW IRELAND). 9 B-25's and 14 P-39's again bombed ERVENTA ISLAND 
(off S. coast of BOUGAINVILLE). 27 SBD’s, 17 PV's, and 20 fighter bombers hit 
eneny targets on BOUGAINVILLE. 


30 June (Oahu date - Cont’d) 


On 29 June 1 group of B-24's from 5th AF and an unspecified number of B-24's 
from 13th AF bombed the airfields on N0EMF00R ISLAND. Fighter bombers conducted 
fighter sweeps along the north coast of NEW GUINEA and hit several small islands 
including BIAK and MAPIA. Other attacks made against targets in the WEWAK and 
SARMI Areas. C-47 'b flew a total of 33 supply missions to forward bases. On 
28 June 40 B-24's hit YAP; of 20 intercepting fighters 8 were shot down,with 1 
probable. 


In the North Pacific on 29 June 3 PV's from Fleet Air Wing FOUR bombed 
KASHIWABARA-KATAOKA with unobserved results; all planes returned safely. 


1 July (Oahu date) 




Our ground forces on SAIPAN resumed the attack at 0730 (K) 1 July, employing 
2nd MarDiv and 27th InfDiv, while 4th MarDiv consolidated lines and petroled to the 
northward. Opposition continued strong, the only advance recorded being a 500 yd 
extension forward of the center of our line. Patrols of the 4th MarDiv ad-ijagced 
1800 yds to the north without making eneny contact. 6016 enemy dead have/ouried, 
and 227 prisoners have been taken. 80 enemy tanks have been captured or destroyed. 
During the last 2 days naval gunfire and aircraft have strongly supported our troops 
by bombarding troop concentrations and defenses, particularly in GARAPAN and 
TANAPAG where buildings and installations are now nearly all destroyed and heavy 
oil fires are continuous. The usual early and late sweeps of ROTA were made. 

Gunfire and bombs against TINIAN appear to have destroyed several guns. 


Aviation engineers have begun work on KAGMAN POINT fighter strip; prelimin¬ 
ary report indicates site favorable for bomber field. All roads are very heavy 
with fine dust and have poor foundation; road reconstruction is being undertaken 
but will require a very large amount of work. Garrison forces have taken over 
shore party and port functions. 

TG 58.4 hit ROTA on 1 and 2 July (K); on the 3rd it departs for ENIWETOK. 

A preliminary report of ROTA strike states that eastern end of runway has been 
repaired. A narrow gauge railway appears to run north from the field. 
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1 July (Oahu date)-continued- 


SWGRDFISH (SS 193) reports destroying by gunfire on night of 30 June 1 out 
of 3 100-ton trawlers at 28-02 N, 153-24 E (northeast of BONINS); other trawlers 
escaped. 

CenPac shore based aircraft continued neutralization of enemy occupied 
atolls in the Central Pacific area on 29 and 30 June. On the 29th strikes were 
made against NAURU, PONAPE, WOTJE, TAROA, MILLE and TRUK; JALUIT, TAROA and WOTJE 
were harassed during the night. On the 30th strikes were made against TAROA, MILLE, 
JALUIT, WOTJE and TRUK. 

On 30 June a total of 121 sorties was flown against supply areas and AA 
positions at and in the vicinity of RABAUL; B-25s, SBDs, TBFs, and fighter-bombers 
participated. Heckling of RABAUL during the night was continued by 7 Marine 
Mitchells. EMIRAU Corsairs continued fighter patrols over KAVIENG. 18 fighter- 
bombers hit enemy targets in the BOUGAINVILLE area. 

PIPEFISH (SS 388) stationed SURIGAO STRAIT reports that to date the only 
traffic observed using the STRAIT was a convoy that arrived at 010300 GCT; sub¬ 
marine was unable to close the convoy. At 020000 ROBALO (SS 273) reports sighting 
a FUSO class BB with 2 escorts and air cover, position 03-29 N, 119-26 E (CELEBES 
SEA, east of BORNEO) course 250, speed 18. At 302230 GCT June, 1 large AO (heavily 
loaded) and 1 CA were reported eastbound off north end DENAGAT ISLAND SURIGAO 
STRAIT. 

Com7thFleet reports assault forces from SWP area landed on N0EMF00R ISLAND 
on 2 July (K) without opposition. Heavy bomber strikes against N0EMF00R had been 
made on 30 June and 1 July. On 30 June 130 tons of bombs were dropped. On 1 July 
an extremely heavy bombing was delivered by 47 B-24s, 47 A-20s, 12 B-25s, 14 P-38s 
and an unspecified number of B-24s from 13th AF. 

B-24s bombed PELELIU airdrome on the night of 30 June—1 July (K). 35 A-20s 

supported our ground forces at AITAPE by bombing enemy concentrations at CHAROV 
Village; 35 other A-20s hit YAKAMUL area with 30 tons. Fighter-bombers attacked 
storage areas and gun positions in the WEWAK and CAPE MOEM areas. The usual 
fighter sweeps were made along the north coast of NEW GUINEA. C-47s flew a total 
of 83 supply missions to forward bases. 



2 July (Oahu date) 1 

All 3 divisions on SAIPAN resumed the attack at 0830 (K) 2 July and pushed 
forward under cover of air, ship, and shore artillery bombardment; the objective 
is the seizure of the enemy line through MUTCHO POINT-GARAPAN-TANAPAG within the 
next two days. Offensive was pressed hard and satisfactory advances were made 
along the entire front, all elements advancing in accordance with the pre-arranged 
plan. By nightfall the front of the 4th MarDiv had been advanced 1,500 yards; 
that of the 2nd MarDiv and 27th Inf.Div. had been advanced from 2 to 500 yards. 
Much enemy material and supplies have been captured in enemy evaouated caves in 
the rear areas. A few low flying enemy planes molested our forces, but caused no 
material damage. Considerable annoyance and interference has been caused by radio 
jamming by the enemy. 
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While details are lacking, CTF 51 reports that on 3 July (k) all divisions 
made good advances* Morale is high and our troops expect to complete occupation 
of SAIPAN in the near future* The enemy appears disorganised* 

ARCHERFISH (SS 311), operating in BONINS Area, reports attacking 5-ship, 
5-escort southbound convoy at 020200 GCT position 27-10 N, 142-05 E, speed 8. 

4 timed hits were made in a large AP and 1 hit in a small AK* The convoy contin¬ 
ued south inside the 100 fathom curve of BONINS. 

BATFISH (SS 310), operating Empire waters, reports at 021200 GCT additional 
sinkings by pinfire of 1 trawler and 1 patrol boat. 

GUAVINA (SS 362) reports 1 AK, 4 DD's position 07-50 N, 131-53 E, (W of 
PALAU), at 030700 GCT, course 100, speed 9; submarine maneuvers to attaok* 

Heokling of RABAUL continued by Marine Mitchells on night of 30 June - 
1 July. On 1 July 116 sorties were directed against AA positions and supply areas 
northeast of TOBERA and at RALUM; B-25's, SBD's, TBF's, P-38's, and P-39's partici¬ 
pated. ERVENTA ISLAND was again hit by 14 P-38's« 23 fighter bombers operated 

over BOUGAINVILLE and over KAVIENG. KAVIENG was also heckled by Marine Mitchells 
during the night. 

Amplifying report on the operation against N0EMF00R states that the landing 
of the 158th Infantry Regiment was successfully effected at 0800 (K) 2 July; 
landing was covered by 1 CA, 2 CL's, and 10 DD's; extremely heavy air support was 
provided before, during, and after the landing by numerous heavy medium and attack 
bombers and fighters. The first troops landed without opposition other than enemy 
mortar fire from the interior. The landing force commander assumed control at 1025. 
CA's are now retiring to HOLLANDIA to replenish; 5 DD's stand by for close fire 
support. KAMIRI Airdrome has been oocupied Bouth to the river. Our casualties 
have been very light, reported as 2 killed, 22 wounded. Thus far there has been 
no enemy air reaction to the operation. 

Com7thFleet reports continued indications of enemy intention to launch 
offensive operations in the AITAPE Area. 

In addition to the heavy strikes in support of the N0EMF00R Operation, 

SWP air forces attacked VOGELKOP supply lines with 11 B-25's, and sent 61 A-20's 
against enemy installations in the areas between WEWAK and AITAPE. Fighter sweeps 
were also made along the north coast of NEW GUINEA. C-47'e flew 83 supply missions 
to forward bases including BIAK and OWI ISLANDS. 


3 July (Oahu date) 

On 4 July (K) our ground forces captured GARAPAN and TANAPAG, and advanced 
to a new line north of TANAPAG and about 4 miles from the northern edge of the 
island. During the night 100 Japs in the rear area attacked the 165th Infantry 
but inflicted no casualties; 25 Japs were killed, including commander of 135th Jap 
Infantry Regiment. 23rd Marine Regiment (4th MarDiv) reported counting 1,000 
enemy dead in a ravine to the north which had been heavily strafed by our P-47's. 

On the high landB juBt captured, have been discovered several caveB which contained 
huge quantities of ammunition and supplies; 1 cave contained an estimated 1,000 
tonB of food. 
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Total enemy troops buried to date stands at 7312. Our revised casualties 
to dates 


Unit 

KIA 

WIA 

MIA 

TOTAL 

2nd MarDiv 

836 

3794 

315 

4945 

4th MarDiv 

696 

3565 

341 

4602 

27 Inf.Div. 

322 

1682 

47 

2051 

Corps Troops 

16 

52 

3 

71 

Totals 

1870 

9093 

706 

11669 


Large numbers of enemy troops and civilians are reported to be gathering in an 
area 1600 yards SE of MARPI POINT. 

Sweeping operations of TANAPAG HARBOR will begin 6 July (K). 

1 LVT moving near the dock at GARAPAN HARBOR was blown up by a shallow 
water mine; apparently there are many others in the vioinity. During the night 
3-4 July (K) there were no air alerts. The usual attacks against ROTA and TINIAN 
were made. Our troops were effectively supported by air and ship bombardment. 

TG 58.4 is now enroute ENIWETOK after striking ROTA. TG 58.3 takes over 
strike missions and will hit daily ROTA and GUAM. TG 58.1 sighted at 040745 
(K) 12 AK's position 260 miles N. of CHICHI JIMA, course north. 




3 July (Oahu date - Cont'd) 


TG 58.1 made a successful strike against IWO JIMA on 3 July (K). A total 
of 63 sorties was flown over the target, the attack came as a complete surprise 
to the enemy. Their losses were assessed as 39 planes destroyed in the air and 
16 others probably destroyed; 24 planes destroyed on the ground; 1 small vessel 
and 1 barge were strafed. The enemy made no effort to attaok our force. An esti¬ 
mated 40 serviceable enemy planes remained on the ground. 

In the strikes against ROTA by TG 58.4 on 1, 2, and 3 July, no AA or inter¬ 
ception waB encountered. These strikes were supplemented by others made by our 
land based P-47's. ROTA was also hit by TG 58.3 on 2 July, and the same group 
hit ROTA and GUAM on 3 July. 

CenPac shore based aircraft on 1 July bombed MILLE, TAROA, WOTJE, and TRUK. 
On 2 July WOTJE, TAROA, JALUIT, and TRUK were bombed. 

GAR (SS 206), operating BONINS Area, reports destroying a 1,000-ton vessel 
and damaging a 500-ton vessel by gunfire. 

PARCHE (SS 384) reports a 300-ton patrol vessel sunk by gunfire E. of BONINS. 

ALBACORE (SS 218) reports at 030130 GCT, position 08-21 N, 136-15 E (100 mi. 
NE of BABELTHUAP), destroyed with gunfire an inter island diesel powered steamer 
and took 5 prisoners aboard, 1 badly wounded. 

JACK (SS 259) reports 6 hits sank 1 AO and 1 AK at 241900 GCT June, position 
16-07 N, 119-44 E (just W. of LUZON); with 18 torpedoes sank 3 AK's and damaged 2 
AK's from convoy at 291900 GCT June position 14-25 N, 119-47 E (just W. MANILA BAYi 
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At 031600 GCT PARCHE reported 3 unidentified ships, probably 2 CA's with 
1 DD, at 19-50 N, 120-36 E (N. of LUZON), course 215, speed 24* 

On 2 July 120 B-25's, SBD's, P-38's, and P-39's bombed AA positions SW of 
TOBERA. 28 other sorties hit targets in the RABAUL Area, and the usual heckling 
of RABAUL during the night by Marine Mitchells was continued. 37 TBF's and fightec 
bombers attacked BOUGAINVILLE targets. EMIRAU Corsairs continued to patrol over 
the KAVIENG Area. 

On 2 July C-47's dropped paratroopers near KAMIRI Airdrome on N0EMF00R IS.; 
landing was made behind smoke screen laid by A-20's; during the operation 12 B-25's 
bombed KORNASOREN, covoring the area by bombing and strafing. 1 group of B-24's 
bombed SAMATE Airdrome (western end of NEW GUINEA); many fires were started and 
numerous explosions resulted in dispersal areas. Fighter bombers concentrated 
against storage areas and enemy concentrations at YfEWAK and DAGUA; other targets 
were hit along the north coast of NEW GUINEA between AITAPE and WEWAK. 0-47*8 
flew a total of 83 supply missions to BIAK and HOLLANDIA bases. 



4 July (Oahu date) 


4th MarDiv and 27th Inf. Div. on 5 July (K) launched a coordinated attack 
at 1300; 2nd MarDiv was placed in reserve with mission of mopping up enemy forces 
in the area reported as occupied by our forces on 4 July. The attack advanced 
about 500 yards. 4th MarDiv encountered only medioore resistance; 27th Inf.Div. 
met strong resistance from pillboxes along the beach. Night of 4-5 July (k) was 
quiet except for continuous fighting in 1 pocket of resistance in 4th MarDiv area; 
pocket reduced after 50 Japs had been killed. Minesweeping and hydrographic 
units are engaged in operations in the GARAPAN and TANAPAG HARBORS and approaches 
thereto. The usual air and ship bombardment continued against SAIPAN and TINIAN. 

Strike by TG 58.2 against IWO JMA on fa July (K) reported as highly effect¬ 
ive. Island reported as wrecked by machine guns, rockets, bombs, and cruiser and 
destroyer bombardment; warehouse and harbor installation areas were heavily hit 
and set afire. Damage to enemy was assessed as 3 DD's sunk or beached, and 
another stopped and burning; a large AK and a medium AO sunk; several small AK's 
were sunk or damaged; 25 enemy planes were shot down and many on the ground were 
damaged. Our ships suffered no damage; we lost 6 planes in combat and 1 operation¬ 


ally. 


TG 58.3 on 4 July (K) 8 upported photo Liberators, hit GUAM AA positions, and 
the ROTA, AGANA, and 0R0TE Airstrips; AA fire at GUAM shot down 2 SBD's; 4 crew¬ 
members were rescued, 2 of them amidst heavy gunfire by daring rescue plane. On 
5 July (K) TG 58.3 will strike GUAM and ROTA and retire to NW of ROTA to rendez¬ 
vous on morning of 6 July (K) with TG's 58.1 and 58.2. 

Com5thFleet directs CTF 58 to refrain from bombarding GUAM objectives by 
CA's and DD's except for such night harassment of airfields as may be required 
to keep them inoperative; prevention of reinforcements from CAROLINES to GUAM is 
desired.. 

GUAVINA (SS 362), operating W. of PALAU, reports 3 hits sank medium AK on 
4 July. 
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SUNFISH (SS 28l) reports on 5 July GCT sank small anchored AP loading from 
sampans position 51-34 N, 156-24 E (SW of KAMCHATKA). Also sank unidentified 
AK in fog position 52-12 N, 154-30 E (W. of KAMCHATKA). 

SEAHORSE (SS 304) reports 1 large AK and 1 medium AK sunk at 031600 GCT 
position 19-27 N, 115-41 E (190 miles S. of HONGKONG). Also sank 1 large AP 
and 1 medium AP, both loaded with troops at 040400 GCT position 20-19 N, 114-54 E 
(130 miles S. of HONGKONG)« 

ALBACORE (SS 218) amplifies report contained in CenPac summary 3 July; 
states steamer destroyed was carrying 80 passengers from YAP to PALAU. 

RASHER (SS 269)(SWP AREA), operating SULU SEA and CELEBES SEA, during May 
and June reports sinking 1 obsolete CA and 4 AK’s for a total tonnage of 24,455; 
and damaging 2 AK's, 1 AP, and 1 minelayer for a total tonnage of 20,931 (in sum¬ 
mary 7 June RASHER reported at 080900 GCT sinking 1 large AP with 5 hits). 

CenPac shore based aircraft on 3 July conducted strikes against TAROA, WOTJE, 
MILLS, and JALUIT. 


4 July (Oahu date - Cont'd) 


Operations of our ground forces on N0EMF00R continue to progress satisfact¬ 
orily; KORNASOREN Airdrome was occupied at 041300 (K), as was peninsula south KAMIRI 
RIVER with negligible opposition. 2 DD*s fired harassing fire during the night, 
and after dawn 3 DD's fired 300 rounds each on special targets preliminary to the 
Infantry attack. During night 4-5 July (K) 3-5 enemy planes reconnoitered NOEM- 
FOOR, but dropped no borabB. 


SWP air forces on 3 July (k) hit YAP with 23 B-24's; YAP was again hit on 
4 July (k) by 15 B-24's; on each occasion from 15-20 Jap planes intercepted. On 
4 July 5 B-24's bombed WOLEAI at 1341 (K) . 2 B-24’s bombed SOROL ISLAND with un¬ 
observed results. 


JCS 13154E$1fpink) considers the possibility of expediting the Pacific Cam¬ 
paign by any or all of three courses; directs presentation of views and directs 
submission of recommendations. 

CinCSoWesPac 180935^tpink) contains MacArthur's reply to JCS 131545, which 
refers to possibilities of expediting the Pacific Campaign. 


CominCh & CNO 232002^ tpink) requests connent on following proposal as a pos¬ 
sible means of meeting requirements CinCSWPao as stated in his 160218 without un¬ 
duly interfering with lift for STALEMATE. 

CinCPOA 252246^fpi.nk) replies to foregoing dispatch. 

CominCh & CNO 29174 6?fp\nk) requests an interim reply to JCS 131545. 


CinCPOA 020504 (pink) relates to desirability of air strikes against PALAU 
ISLANDS and YAP ISLAND when such will not interfere with more urgent requirements. 

Com5thFleet 030601 (pink) recommends 25 July as W-day for assault against 

GUAM. 
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CinCPOA 032109 (pink) replies to foregoing, stating selection of 25 July 
as W-day for assault against GUAM is unacceptable and directs re-examination with 
the view to finding ways and means of meeting earlier date. 


CinCPOA 040400 (pink) replies to JCS 131545. 

Com5thFleet 051425 (pink) replies to CinCPOA 032109 after re-examination 
of the feasibility of speeding up date of W-day for assault against GUAM. 


5 July (Oahu date) 



No additional reports have been received from our ground forces on SAIPAN. 


On 4 July (X) TG 58.1 effectively struck in the BONINS, sending a total of 
371 sorties over the target area and dropping a total of 176 tons of bombs. The 
Group lost 7 planes in combat and 3 operationally, and 5 pilots and 4 crewmen. 
Enemy damage was assessed as 9 planes shot down in the air, 1 destroyed on the 
ground, and 2 damaged on the ground; damage assessment to shippings 
(1) At CHICHI JIMA: 

Sunk Probably Sunk 

1 small AO 1 DM 

1 Trawler 
4 Luggers 


small AO 
mod AX 
med AE 
DE's 


Damaged 

Y large AX beached 

2 small AX’s beached 

3 med AX’s beached 
1 DM 

1 DD 

2 Small AO’s 


(2) At HAHA JIMA: 

3 small AX's and 9 Luggers were damaged. 

At CHICHI JIMA a large seaplane hangar was destroyed and buildings and a radio 
station were damaged; at HAHA JIMA, buildings and a fuel dump were damaged. 


On 6 July (X) TG 58.1 made a minor strike against PAGAN, dropping 7 tons 
of bombs on runway and buildings; no ships were seen and only 1 parked plane 
was observed. 


TG 58.3 on 5 July bombed supply and troop housing areas at GUAM with in¬ 
cendiaries and small bombs. Some fires were started, and 1 of our fighters (from 
PRINCETON) was shot down by AA fire; pilot was lost. 


CTG 50.17 reports enemy submarine believed sunk at 041800 (X) position 
15-25 N, 147-40 E (110 miles E. of SAIPAN); BIDDLE (DE 185) and D.W. TAYLOR (DD- 
551) made the attack. 


TG 58.1 will strike assigned targets on GUAM on odd days, TG 58.2 will strike 
on even days. ROTA will be neutralised by the group not hitting GUAM. 

PLAICE (SS 390) reports sinking a 9,500-ton AX at 041700 GCT; the ship, 
which was in the BONINS Area, blew up as though loaded with ammunition. 
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S-28 (SS 133), while training near OAHU, was lost on 4 July at 1730 (VW) in 
21-20 N, 158-20 W; all hands are considered lost, 

CTG 57 010950 GOT summarizes operations 26-30 June, 

CenPac shore based aircraft on 4 July bombed MILLE, TAROA, W0TJE, and TRUK. 

On 3 July 20 fighter bombers bombed KAVIENG; and BOUGAINVILLE targets re¬ 
ceived 106 tons of bombs from planes which concentrated against ERVENTA ISLAND 
and CAPE FRIENDSHIP coastal guns. 

Operations on N0EMF00R continue to progress satisfactorily. Our forces 
there report 307 enemy dead; our forces lost 1 killed, 6 wounded. On 5 July (K), 
following naval bombardment, our troops occupied MANIM ISLAND; 8 Japs were killed 
while we lost 1 wounded (MANIM ISLAND is SW of N0EMF00R ISLAND). Engineers esti¬ 
mate KAMIRI Airstrip (N0EMF00R) will be ready for transport planes on afternoon 
5 July. There were no Jap air attacks during the 5th (K). 6 DD’s continued 

close fire support of our N0EMF00R ground forces; they are also supported by 
attack and fighter bombers from 5th AF. 

On 5 July (K) YAP was attacked by 2 flights of 8 and 11 B-24's; 409 frag 
clusters were dropped on runways, taxiways, and revetments; results were unob¬ 
served. Of 25-30 enemy interceptors, 2 were shot down; 1 B-24 was shot down by 
enemy fighters about 180 miles E. of MINDANAO; 5 parachutes were seen to open, 
and 3 rafts were seen in the area. 3 B-24's bombed SOROL ISLAND. 3 other B-24's 
hit WOLEAI. Minor strikes were also made against AMARAI Airdrome (CERAM), PELELIU 
Airdrome (PALAU), and LIANG Airdrome (AMBON). Fighter bombers operated along the 
N. coast of NEW GUINEA attacking enemy installations in the WEWAK, DAGUA, and BUT 
Areas. 




5 July (Oahu date - Cont'd) 


CinCPOA 060236 (pink) authorizes delay of W-Day for assault on GUAM until 
arrival of 77th Division in the combat zone. 

CinCPac 060252 (pink)expresses intention of issuing on 7 July Warning Order 
for occupation MARIANAS-PALAU Line in accordance concept indicated in previous 
despatch (040400). 

6 July (Oahu date) 

Ab of 1800 (K) 6 July (d/ 21) our ground foroes on SAIPAN had advanced to 
the general line: Point 1,000 yards N of TANAPAG VILLAGE, thence E 1,000 yards, 
thence paralleling the N shore line to a point approximately 2 miles from end of 
island, thence E to shore line. This represents an advance for 4th MarDiv during 
the past two days of about 2 miles; for the 27th Inf. Div. from 100 to 1,000 
yards. 27th Inf. Div. met stiff resistance on left flank from beach defenses 
consisting of pillboxes, caves, and strong points in difficult terrain. Approx¬ 
imately 200 troops and civilians reported on NW Coast loading into barges; barge 
groups were dispersed by artillery fire. 27th Div. now has mission of clearing 
out resistance from the enemy occupied corridor along NW Coast to a point 2,000 
yards beyond present front line. 2nd MarDiv takes position on left of 4th MarDiv. 
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6 July (Oahu date - Cont'd) 

There were several air alerts during night 5-6 July by enemy planes raiding 
singly or in pairs. 2 planes dropped bombs on ISLEY FIELD without damage. Our 
night fighters shot down 2 enemy planes, while an attack bomber accounted for 
another. Most of TANAPAG HARBOR has been swept; 2 mines were found. The harbor 
is not badly congested by hulks which are mostly on reefs. Survey inside reefs 
S of GARAPAN completed; good boat channels found. 

8914 enemy troops buried to date and 409 prisoners taken; 6901 civilians 


interned. Our 

casualties 

as of 1800 (K) 

5 July? 


Unit 

KIA 

WIA 

MIA 

TOTAL 

2nd MarDiv 

888 

3950 

301 

5139 

4th MarDiv 

742 

3960 

343 

5036 

27th Inf. Div. 

361 

1771 

45 

2177 

Corps Troops 

17 

55 

3 

76 

TOTALS 

2008 

9726 

692 

12426 


CTG 68.2, amplifying previous report on results of strike against IWO JIMA 
on 4 July (K), states that a total of 142 enemy aircraft were on the ground; 53 
were twin engine, 89 single engine. Of this number 19 twin engine and 13 single 
engine were definitely destroyed; 34 twin engine and 62 single engine were left 
inoperational; only 14 serviceable planeB remained. 

On 6 July (K) TG 58.2 attaoked ROTA and GUAM. On 7 July (K) the group hit 

ROTA. 

Rear Admiral Reeves in ENTERPRISE with LEXINGTON, PRINCETON, SAN JACINTO, 
ALABAMA, NORTH CAROLINA, RENO, and DesRon 60 departed MARIANAS 6 July (K) enroute 
ENIWETCE to replenish; ETA daylight 9 July (k). 

CenPac shore based aircraft on 5 July made strikes against WOTJE, TAROA, 
MILLE, JALUIT, and TRUK. 

SUNFISH (SS 281) reports at 070630 GCT caught sampan convoy position 47-28 N, 
152-29 E (KURILES); after 3-hour gun fight sank 12 and left 2 wrecked. 

SKATE (SS 305), operating KURILES, reports at 071226 GCT 1 FUBUKI DD sunk 
and 1 AK probably damaged. Reports 2 FUBUKI DD's, about 4 Maru’s enroute PARAMU- 
SHIRU• 


WHALE (SS 239), operating NE of BONINS, reports at 061413 GCT 1 AP and 1 AK 
damaged. 

GUITARRO (SS 363)(SWP Area), operating E. of FORMOSA, reports sinking 1 
9,500-ton AK, 1 10,500-ton AO, 1 MINEKAZE DD for a total tonnage of 21,200. 

BLUEFISH (SS 222)(SWP Area), operating N of MALAY BARRIER, reports sinking 
2 AK’s for a total tonnage of 7,000 tons. 

MINGO (SS 261)(SWP Area), operating W of MANILA BAY, reports sinking with 3 
hits 1 FUBUKI DD that sighted and attacked the submarine. 
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Com7thFleet reports that by 1330 (k) 6 July all 3 NOEMFOOR ISLAND airdromes 
were in our hands, and that only mopping up operations remain* 

On 6 July (K) 16 B-24’s, 18 A-20's, and 3 A-26's, escorted by P-38 'b, 
heavily bombed SAGAN Airfield, concentrating against runways and dispersal areas; 
several enemy planes were destroyed on the ground; there was no interception. 

At the same time A-20's bombed 0TAWIR1 Airfield to the E of SAGAN. Several 
strikes in support of our ground troops were carried out against MAFFIN BAY and 
VfEVJAK Areas and against NOEMFOOR. At mid-day 6 July (K) 24 B-24's bombed YAP; 
fires were started and the radio station was damaged; 10 interceptors failed to 
press the attack; 8 enemy planes were observed on the ground. On 5 and 6 July (K) 
3 B-24's bombed the airstrip on V/OLEAI. 



7 July (Oahu date) 


At 0510 (K) 7 July (d/ 22) 3000 of the enemy on SAIPAN made a heavy counter¬ 
attack against the front of 27th InfDiv. The attack overran 1st and 2nd Battal¬ 
ions, 105th Inf to a depth of about 2000 yards; elements overrun included "H" and 
"Service" Companies, "H" Battery and 10th Marine Artillery. By 1100, 105th Inf 
had retired to vicinity TANAPAG POINT where some troops were forced to seek re¬ 
fuge on the reef after all ammunition had been expended; destroyers and boats 
rescued a considerable number. The attack was halted at 1130 by 3rd Battalion, 
105th Inf, and elements of 106th Inf. By 1300 our troops were reorganized, and 
slight advances were made during the afternoon; by nightfall, while the situation 
was not good, the enemy offensive effort appeared broken. Our casualties, though 
unreported, are estimated as heavy; incomplete reports indicate 1500 enemy killed 
by 105th Inf. 4th MarDiv continued the advance to the N against light resistance. 
As of 1800 (K) our front line was generally as follows: On front 4th MarDiv about 
1500 yards N of 6 July line; on front 2nd MarDiv a little S of 6 July line; on 
front 27th InfDiv left half generally along 4 July line, and right half generally 
along 6 July line. 




ISLEY FIELD reoeived about 15 shells from TINIAN batteries at 0045 (K) 7 

July, damaging 2 planes and injuring 1 man; enemy guns were silenced by DD and 
artillery fire. During night 7-8 July (K) the enemy made 4 air raids by 9 groups 
2 to 3 planes each; bombs were dropped on SAIPAN, and near our soroen; no damage 
was reported. The raids lasted from 1945 to 0012; one raiding plane was shot down. 
CTF 51 attributes lack of damage to our ships to effectiveness of smoke screen. 

On 7 July (K) TG 50.1 hit GUAM where the Governor's Palace (reportedly a 
Jap headquarters) was destroyed; AA positions, buildings, and other installations 
were bombed. Photos show extensive underwater barriers at AGAT BEACH and a 
noticeable increase in beach fortifications. 

On 8 July (K) TG 58.1 hit GUAM and ROTA. A grass sodded runway not 
previously reported was observed on ROTA. 

OBBs will bombard GUAM from 12 to 16 July (K). 

CenPac shore based aircraft on 6 July conducted strikes against WOTJE, 

TAROA, NAURU and TRUK. 16 B-24s made the TRUK strike; 11-15 enemy fighters inter¬ 
cepted and 5 were shot down; 1 B-24 was lost on the return flight. The strike 
against NAURU was a heavy one made by 47 B-25s; 4 B-24s followed the strike on a 
photographic mission over the island. 
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7 July (Oahu date)(continued) 

At noon 7 July (K) 18 B-24s effectively bombed YAP Town and barrack areas. 

3 B-24s hit SOROL ISLAND and 3 hit WOLEAI. Photos of both YAP and SOROL were 
taken. Airdromes of MOEMI, RANSIKI, and WAREN (VOGELKOP) were heavily hit by one 
group of B-24s. NABIRI airdrome in western NEW GUINEA was bombed and strafed by 
24 A-20s. P-47s bombed and strafed enemy positions in the SARMI and SAWAR areas. 
At midday 7 July (K) 6 B-24s bombed MAOEMERE airdrome on FLORES ISLAND. Weather 
cancelled strikes against enemy concentrations in the WEWAX area, but fighter 
bombers hit barge traffic off shore from WEWAK. C-47s flew a total of 49 supply 
missions to BIAK and other forward bases. On night 6-7 July (K) B-25s heckled 
RABAUL. On the 7th strikes against RABAUL were weathered out, but 16 P-39s 
operated over KAVTENG. 

Com7thFleet reports no further effective enemy resistance on NOEMFOOR. As 
of 7 July (K) our casualties were 6 killed, 46 wounded and 3 missing; the enemy 
had lost 363 killed and 6 captured. 

CominCh & CNO 061840 (pink) approves issuance on 7 July of Warning Order 
for occupation MARIANAS-PALAU Line. 

8 July (Oahu date) 

All organised enemy resistance on SAIPAN ceased on afternoon 9 July (K). 

On night 7-8 July (K), following the Jap suicidal charge, our patrols moved for¬ 
ward all along the line to maintain enemy contact. On the 7th the 2nd MarDiv 
took over responsibility for the left of the line; 27th InfDiv (less 165th Inf) 
reverted to landing force reserve; 165th Inf was attached to 2nd MarDiv. Our 
attack on the 7th, initiated at 0630 (K), was a wheeling movement, with 4th MarDiv 
attacking to the W; opposition was cleared to the shore line. Hq Co, 105th Inf, 
and some anti-tank units, though surrounded by the enemy on the 7th, were found 
to have maintained a pocket of resistance; our attack on the 8th reached their 
position. Supported by naval and artillery bombardment, our forces were enabled 
to advanoe rapidly and mop up isolated strong points and clear troop concentra¬ 
tions from caves and cliffs. No information yet available on our or enemy's 
casualties during past 48 hours. CTF 51 at 2244 (K) 9 July: "To our brave 
troops who have captured SAIPAN, the naval forces who have strived to assist them 
make a bow of respect". 

On night 7-8 July (K) enemy planes dropped about 25 bombs on SAIPAN apparent¬ 
ly with little damage. 

TG 58.2 hit GUAM on 8 July (K) dropping a total of 35 tons of bombs; build¬ 
ings, gun emplacements and AA installations were attacked. 9 Zekes were downed by 
CAP at 0710 about 40 miles from ships on course from GUAM to YAP. Six enemy 
planes were destroyed on the ground, and 2 others probably destroyed on the ground] 

4 others were damaged on the ground. We lost 1 F6F with pilot in combat; 1 SB2C 
was lost operationally but pilot and crewman were rescued. 

TG 58.2 hit ROTA on 9 July (K) with 8 tons of bombs; several buildings were 
reported destroyed. 

TG 58.1 hit GUAM on 9 July with a total of 21 tons of bombs and 76 rockets. 
Buildings, gun installations and AA positions were attacked. We lost in combat 
1 TBF with pilot and 2 crewmen; 1 SB2C was lo3t operationally. 
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TP 53 departs ENIWETOK 11 July. nu uocuouiv, 

CTF 57 060450 summarizes operations 1-5 July. 

CenPac shore based aircraft on 7 July conducted strikes against TAROA, 
JALUIT, MILLE, WOTJE and TRUK. 

SDNFISH (SS 281) reports 1 large AK sunk with 2 hits and one medium AK 
probably sunk with 2 timed hits at 090100 GCT, position 20 miles north of ARAIDO 
TO. 

TANG (SS 306) operating EAST CHINA SEA reports sinking 8 ships for a total 
tonnage of 60,000; took one prisoner. 

PARGO (SS 264)(SWPA) operating BASILAN STRAIT reports damaging one AK at 
271400 (H) June; believes 1 AK sunk and 1 damaged at dawn 28 June. 

FLIER (SS 250) operating west of the BONINS and later in the CHINA SEA 
reports sinking one large AK and 3 medium AKs for a total tonnage of 19,500; 
damaging 1 4000-ton AK and 1 9500“ton AO for a total tonnage of 13,500. 

SWP air forces on 8 July (K) attacked MOEMI airdrome prior to dawn with 8 
fighters; many enen^r casualties were reported; at the same time many fires were 
started on PELELIU airdrome. At noon on the 8th 3 B-24s bombed WOLEAI with 
unobserved results. WEWAK stores and personnel areas were attacked bv aircraft, 
type and number unspecified; one ammunition dump exploded. 



9 July (Oahu date) 

No additional reports on the situation at SAIPAN have been received. A 
captured chief petty officer states that he personally witnessed suioide of 
Vice Admiral NAGUMO and Rear Admiral YANO at 1030 (K) 7 July at temporary 
headquarters inland from MATONSA, SAIPAN; Admiral NAGUMO was Commander CenPao 
Area; Commanded the attaok foroe whioh struck PEARL HARBOR on 7 Dec. 1941, 
and was in command at Battle of MIDWAY; prior to arrival SAIPAN on 8 March, he 
commanded SASEBO Naval Base. 

TGs 58.3 and 58.4 depart ENIWETOK enroute MARIANAS on 15 July; ETA 19 July. 

TG 53.16 (Tractor Group) departs ENIWETCK enroute MARIANAS on 15 July; ETA 
21 July. 

At 090630 GCT 15 B-24s (Under CTF 59) hit TRUK with 30 tons of bombs 
concentrated against AA positions and airfield installations on PARAM ISLAND. 

SWP Air Forces on 9 July (k) sent B-24s with fighter escort against 
storage areas and shipping on S VOGELKOP. Night patrols operated in the SORONG 
Area and over PALAU. Fighter bcmbers hit the MOEMI airdrome. B-25s, A-20s and 
fighters dropped 58 tons of bombs in the AITAPE - WEWAK area. Airdrome and 
defense installations on W0LE1AI were bombed. 

In the RABAUL Area on the 8th medium and light bombers dropped 103 tons of 
bombs on defense and Bupply installations near VUNAPOPE, MATUPI, and LIGUAN BAY. 
Patrols swept BOUGAINVILLE and BUKA coast,, 1 sectors. I 
over KAVIENG. 
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On 10 July (K) a foraal flag raising ceremony was held at shore head¬ 
quarters of Lt. General H. M. Smith. During the previous night small enemy groups 
made forays against our troops; they were killed or dispersed. Hopping-up con¬ 
tinued during the day with many civilians and a number of prisoners being taken. 

A considerable number of Japs took refuge on hulks in TANAPAG HARBOR and on the 
reefs during the night 9-10 July (K); they were hunted down during the day of the 
10th. Uany swimmers were seen off MARPI POINT; some were rescued by our DDs. 


On the 8th 24 P-47s which struck PAGAN received intense large and small 
calibre AA fire; taxiways were of such site and condition as to permit fighters to 
take off; the only enemy plane observed was one damaged seaplane. During the 10th 
our planes-continued softening-up strikes against TINIAN. During night 11-12 
July it is planned to land reconnaissance troops and one underwater demolition 
team on TINIAN to examine conditions and defenses of beaches. CruDiv 6 continued 
bombardment of GUAM which was initiated 9 July (K). 

Our casualties reported as of 1800 9 July (K): 


Unit 

KIA 

WIA 

MIA 

TOTAL 

2nd MarDiv 

991 

4126 

186 

5303 

4th MarDiv 

785 

4280 

318 

5383 

27th InfDiv 

415 

1957 

46 

2418 

Corps Troops 

21 

81 

5 

107 

Totals 

2212 

10444 

555 

13211 


Figures do not include recent casualties of 105th Inf. Enemy troops buried as of 
1800 9 July, 10,026; civilians interned, 8,430; prisoners of war, 631. 

On 11 July (K) mopping-up continued. Reconnaissance of TINIAN beaches 
on night 10-11 July was not very successful and will be repeated on night 11-12 
July; there were no casualties however. Bombardment of GUAM continues. Forward 
movement from ENIWETOK of forces assigned to the capture of TINIAN and GUAM got 
underway on the 11th. McCALL (DD 400) rescued from GUAM Chief Radioman G. R. Tweed 
who had been on the island since 1939. 


Our casualties as of 1800 10 July (K) (includes estimates by 105th Inf)t 
KIA: 2359; WIA: 11,481; MIA: 1213; Grand Total: 15,053. Total eneny buried 
as of 1800 10 July, 11,948; civilians interned, 9006; prisoners of war, 736. 
Considerable numbers of enemy dead remain to be buried. 

ROTA was hit by TG 58.1 on 10 July (K) and by TG 58.2 on 11 July (K); 
during the 2 days 73 sorties were flown over the target area end 21 tons of bombs 
were dropped. Defense installations were attacked. None of our planes was 
reported lost. 

GUAM was hit by TG 58.2 on 10 July (K) and by TG 58.1 on 11 July (K). 

A total of 175 sorties were flown over the target area; 42 tons of bombs were 
dropped and 72 rockets were fired. We lost 2 planes and one pilot operationally; 
none lost in combat. 
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10 July (Oahu date)(continued) 


Delayed report from CTF 59 states that on 8 July our shore based aircraft 
bombed JALUIT, TAROA, MILLE, WOTJE and TRUK. On 9 July the same objectives were 
again bombed. 

BREAM (SS 243)(SWPA) operating near HALMAHERA reports damaging three 4000- 
ton AKs. 

SWP air forces hit YAP on successive days 8, 9, and 10 July (K)| a total 
of 66 B-24s participated; enemy defense and supply installations were hitj as 
were both airfields; a total of 18-25 fighters intercepted; 8 enemy planes were 
shot down; 5 B-24s were slightly damaged. During the same 3 day period B-24s 
bombed WOLEAI and PALAU (PELELIU and NGESIBUS). On the 9th and 10th 43 A-20s and 
3 3-25s hit bivouac and supply areas in the WEVTAK area; on the 10th Beauforts and 
P-39s strafed enemy stores in the same area. On the 9th 16 B-24s bombed NAMLEA 
airdrome (BOEROE ISLAND, west of CERAM). Other strikes on the 9th included 16 
B-24s against JEFMAN airdrome, 23 A-20s against BABO, and 2 B-25s against SAGAN 
and MOEMI. On the 9th 6 enemy planes dropped 75 bombs on N0EMF00R ISLAND; a 
gasoline dump was hit but no casualties resulted. 

In the North Pacific on 10 July 5 PVs from FAW 4 flew an armed reconnaissan¬ 
ce over KURABU ZAKI and SURIBACHI in southern PARAMUSHIRU; 2 fires were observed; 
all planes returned safely. 



11 July (Oahu date) 


On night 11-12 July (K) enemy activity on SAIPAN was limited to sniper 
activity. On the 12th mopping up continued, with many civilians and some prisoners 
being taken into custody; prisoners now total 1010. WHITE Beaches 1 and 2 (NW 
TINIAN) were successfully roconnoitered night 11-12 July. Decision has been made 
to effect main landing on TINIAN at WHITE Beaches 1 and 2; the beaches sire small 
but can be improved rather quickly, and neither mines nor obstructions were found. 

On 10 July (K) an enemy submarine, which was discovered beached in UMATAK 
BAY (GUAM), was destroyed by PALFORD (DD 480). 

CenPao shore based aircraft on 10 July conducted strikes against WOTJE, 
TAROA, and TRUK. 

TAUTOG (SS 199), operating EMPIRE waters, reports at 111304 GOT having sunk 
1 small AK, and sinking with gunfire 1 trawler. 

On night 10-11 July (K) B-25's bombed and strafed stores and barrack areas 
at MANOKWARI, WARSN, and MOEMI airdromes; during the same period 2 B-24's bombed 
NGESEBUS ISLAND (PALAU). On the 11th B-24’s effectively dropped 33 tons on the 
BABA Drome, hitting revetments and gun positions. A-20's struck VOGELKOP targets, 
and fighter bombers attacked barge traffic in GEELVINK BAY Area. 6 B-25's hit 
HALMAHERA. 2 A-26's fired BIAK VILLAGE with 16 250-pounders. Heavy and attack 
bombers hit stores and hostile troop concentrations in the SARMI, SAWAR, and WEWAK 
Areas. Fighter sweeps were made along the N NET/ GUINEA Coast. 3 B-24's attacked 
the WOLEAI Airfield. C-47's flew 87 supply missions to forward bases. 
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12 July (Oahu date) 


The situation on SAIPAN has been generally quiet during the past 24 hours. 

On 13 July (K) small enemy groups searching for food and water and harrassing our 
troops were being eliminated. Elements of the 2nd MarDiv landed on MANIAGASSA ISLAND 
at 1100 (K) 13 July. ISSANA was secured at 1145 with 16 enemy dead and 5 prisoners; 

1 of our men is missing. Naval gunfire and Corps artillery continue bombardment of 
TINIAN. Survey parties from TF 51 have completed preliminary survey of TANAPAG HARBOR; 
entrance channel has been dragged to 25 feet; wrecks will not greatly hamper use of 
the harbor, though several must be removed; we have several pontoon causeways inside 
the harbor and in a few days our engineers hope to be able to dock 2 ships simultan¬ 
eously. 


At 1000 (K) 12 July, Major General Harry Schmidt, USMC, was assigned as CG 
5th Amphibious Corps with additional duty as CG Northern Troops and Landing Force, re¬ 
lieving Lt. Gen. Holland Smith, USMC, who retains command of all expeditionary troops. 
Major General Clifton B. Cates, USMC, was assigned as CG 4th MarDiv. 

15,978 enemy troops have been buried; many bodies still remain on land and at 
sea. 10, 415 civilians have been interned*including: Japanese, 6,267; Koreans, 1,123; 
Chamorros, 249; Carolinians, 776; Spaniards, 8. Our casualties as of 1800 (K) 12 July: 


Unit 

KIA 

WIA 

MIA 

TOTAL 

2nd MarDiv 

1,076 

4,530 

169 

5,775 

4th MarDiv 

854 

4,658 

316 

5,828 

27th Inf.Div. 

574 

2,286 

535 

3,595 

Corps Troops 

21 

81 

5 

107 

TOTAL 

2,525 

11,556 

1,025 

16,105 


On 10 July (K), in addition to the strike by TG 68.2, 4 VF and 4 VT from the 
C0RREGID0R bombed and strafed AGAT (GUAM). On the 11th planes from CarDiv 24 dropped 
14 tons on GUAM, hitting the pier, buildings, AA emplacements, and construction equip¬ 
ment; 4 parked planes at AGANA and an equipment dump were strafed. 


On the 12th GUAM was hit by TG 58.2 and on the 13th by TG 58.1; 139 sorties weri 
flown and 67 tons of bombs were dropped; we lost 2 planes; 1 enemy plane was shot down. 
ROTA was hit by TG 58.1 on the 12th, and on the 13th by TG 58.2; a total of 65 sorties 
were flown and 5 tons of bombs were dropped; unfavorable weather cancelled scheduled 
strikes on afternoon of the 13th. 

On 10 and 11 July (K) CruDiv 6 effectively bombarded hostile defense installa¬ 
tions on GUAM. 

On the night of 11-12 July 8 B-24's (under CTF 59) bombed major islands of TRUK 
ATOLL; 78 500-lb. bombs were dropped with unobserved results. 

' C0BIA (SS 245), operating B0NINS Area, reports 1 medium AK sunk with 2 hitB at 
122230 GCT. A 400-ton patrol vessel was sunk by gunfire N. of MARCUS ISLAND. 

AP0G0N (SS 308), operating N. of LUZON, reports at 121550 GCT fired 6 torpedoes 
at large convoy in night periscope attack; 3 timed hits were obtained though results 
are unknown; during this attack the submarine was rammed by an AK resulting in damage 
which requires return of submarine to PEARL. 
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8 B-24's from SWP air forces bombed LAHA Drome on AMBON on night 10-11 July (K)j 
on the 12th 16 B-24's silenced 6 AA batteries at MANOKWARI, while 7 B-24'8 fired the 
CERAM Airdrome. On the 12th AITAPE was hit by 12 B-24's which dropped 555 100-lb. 
bombs; 10 to 15 enemy fighters aggressively intercepted; 3 enemy planes were shot down 
and 5 others were probably destroyed; our planes returned safely. Enemy concentrations 
in the AITPAE-WEWAK Areas were attacked on the 12th by 22 A-20's, 2 B-25's and an un¬ 
specified number of fighter bombers, heckling strikes continued against WOLEAI and 
PELELIU. Minor strikes were made against NAMLEA (BOERE IS.), TIMOR, TANIMBAR, ASIA 
ISLANDS (HALMAHERA Area), and KAIRIRU and MtJSCHU ISLANDS. 


CinC SWPA reports that reconnaissance of the AITPAE-WEWAK Area indicates 
the 18th Japanese Army, Commanded by General Adachi, which is trapped on the north 
coast of NEW GUINEA between WEWAK and AITAPE, is concentrating for battle in a desperat« 
effort to break our of the net to the west. The original strength of this Army was 
reported as 60,000; attrition is believed to have reduced this number to 45,000. Open¬ 
ing skirmishes with our outposts and reconnaissance groups are now taking place. 

15 July (Oahu date) 



There are no additional reports from our ground forces on SAIPAN. On July 
14 (K) TG 53.1.13 (NEW MEXICO, PENNSYLVANIA, IDAHO) bombarded GUAM. TG 53.1.14 
(2 DDs, 1 APD, 4 LCIs) reconnoitered along west shore of GUAM. Night harassment 

by DDs continued. TG 58.2 has been directed to deny ROTA and GUAM to the enemy, 

and to strike GUAM as requested. 

On the 14th TG 58.1 attacked ROTA; a total of 46 sorties were flown over 

the target area and 14 tons of bombs were dropped. 


On 11 July CenPac shore based aircraft bombed MILLE, TAROA, WOTJE and TRUK. 
On the 12th JALUIT, TAROA and TRUK were bombed. 



NARWHAL (SS 167)(SWPA) operating north of MALAY BARRIER reports damaging 
one 7300-ton AO and one 100-ton unidentified vessel; with gunfire damaged fuel 
storage center at BULA, CERAM. 

On 13 July (K) 20 B-24s effectively bombed YAP. 12 B-24s hit gun positions 
and revetment areas at BABO. 5 A-20s using rocket bombs for the first time attacked 
MANOKWARI gun positions. 12 B-25s bombed and strafed KOKAS VILLAGE (S. GEELVINK 
BAY); storage areas and gun positions were hit. Enemy concentrations from AITAPE 
to WEWAK were heavily hit by 2 squadrons of A-20s and 11 fighter-bombers. 3 B-24s 
heckled WOLEAI. C-47s flew a total of 89 supply missions to forward bases, includ¬ 
ing 67 to BIAK. 


CinCSWPA reports that our outposts inflicted heavy casualties in a prelimin¬ 
ary engagement with an enemy force moving westward apparently to attack our AIT 
position. 
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There are no additional reports from our ground forces on SAIPAN. Naval 
bombardment of shore installations on GUAM continues. Clearance sweep for 
mines has been completed in the entire area surrounding SAIPAN which lies inside 
200-fathom curve. Reconnaissance by LCI was made 1,000 yards off East and West 
shores of TINIAN. TG 58.2 hit GUAM on 14 July (K) with 85 sorties which dropped 
26 tons on buildings, gun positions, and ammunition and gasoline storage areas. 

CenPac shore based aircraft on night of 13 July bombed NAURU, PONAPE, TAROA, 
WOTJE, and TRUK. 

SEALION (SS 315), operating YELLOW SEA, reports at 131533 GCT 4 AK's sunk 
for total tonnage of 20,000. 

POMFRET (SS 391) reports 3 timed hits in FUSO BB at 131830 GCT position 
31-52 N, 133-02 E (S. of BUNCO CHANNEL). 

GUAVINA (SS 362) reports 4 downed airmen rescued at 140520 GCT position 
08-43 N, 138-39 E (60 miles SE YAP). 

HARDER (SS 257)(SWP Area), operating SULU and CELEBES SEAS, reports sinking 
5 fleet type 1700-ton DD's. 

75 A-20's bombed and strafed BOELA (CERAM) oil storage tanks, installations, 
and derricks; large tankB were blown up and entire target area was left covered 
with huge fires; burning oil flowed from hill storage area through buildings and 
installations; 1200 100-lb. bombs were dropped; we lost 1 plane. Night fighters 
on 13 and 14 July bombed and strafed the VOGELKOP Airfields and AA possigions at 
MANOKWARI, MOEWI, WAREN, and SAGAN. A-20’s and P-39's bombed enemy concentrations 
in the AITAPE-WEWAK Area. B-24's hit YAP on the 14th with 223 500-lb. bombs; 
of 15 interceptors, 2 were shot down, 3 were probably destroyed, and 1 was damaged. 
C-47*s flew a total of 96 supply missions to forward bases including 57 to BIAK. 

On the 12th over 200 sorties were flown against targets in the RABAUL Area. 

Our ground patrols have overrun the SAWAR Airfield without opposition and 
enemy resistance in this area has practically collapsed. Our seizure of N0EMF00R 
to the west, following that of BIAK, cut the line of supply of the enemy's forces 
in the SARMI-MAFFIN BAY Area and with our frontal pressure made his position un¬ 
tenable. He is apparently trying to withdraw the remnants of his forces overland 
to the west, a hazardous movement of doubtful success due to the difficulties of 
jungle and swamp. The fierce resistance of our outpost in the AITAPE-WEWAK Area, 
the continuous harassment of his rear areas by our naval and air forces and the 
natural obstructions of the terrain are making it increasingly difficult for the 
enemy to dispose his forces to launch an attack in force. The initial effort of 
his advance elements in the DRINIUMOR RIVER VALLEY, failing of surprise, has 
dwindled and he is already being forced to reorganize and readjust his dispositions. 
268 of his abandoned dead have been buried by our outpost troops. 
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On 16 July (K) OBB's effectively bombarded the western part of GUAM to the 
north and south of OROTE PENINSULA. Bombardment will continue on the 17th of 
western shore beaches with heavy concentrations against beach defenses. Commenc- 
ing night 17-18 July (K) and continuing until 20 July underwater demolition teams 
will reconnoiter landing beaohes and destroy underwater obstructions. 

On 15 July (K) TG 58.1 hit GUAM with 74 sorties over the target area, ex¬ 
pending 21 tons of bombs and 80 rockets; the group lost operationally 2 planes 
and 2 pilots. ROTA was hit on the 15th by TG 58.2 and on the 16th by TG 58.1; 59 
sorties over the target area dropped 12 tons of bombs and fired 64 rockets; we 
lost in combat 1 plane, and 1 pilot and 2 crewmen; 1 plane, and 1 pilot and 1 
crewman were lost operationally. 

On 14 July (K) 2 search planes (PB4Y's from FAW 2) over IWO JIMA at low 
level reported successful bombing of shipping; explosion and fire on 1 6,000-ton 
AK; fired by strafing, 1 3,000-ton AK; 1 direct hit on DD with 500-lb. bomb; 
strafed 1 DE, 1 coastal vessel, and 12 small craft starting 5 fires. 30 to 40 
operational single and twin engine aircraft were observed on the south field; 
estimate 3 destroyed and 10 damaged by strafing. 

CTF 57 110450 summarizes operations 6-10 July inclusive. 

CenPac shore based aircraft on 14 July bombed TAROA and WOTJE. 

On 15 July (K) 17 B-24's struck JEFMAN Airdrome dropping 28 tons on runway 
and along sides of strip. 12 B-25's bombed enemy concentrations at KARIBO BAY 
(SW BIAK)• A-20's attacked gun positions on MANSIMAN ISLAND off MANOKWARI. 

18 A-20’6 and 2 B-25's attacked enemy concentrations in the WEWAK Area. Fighter 
bombers operated along north NEW GUINEA Coast between AITAPE and WEWAK bombing 
personnel and storage areas. C-47's flew a total of 86 supply missions to for¬ 
ward bases including 62 to BIAK. 

In the AITAPE-WEWAK Area the enemy has not renewed his unsuccessful at¬ 
tempts to thrust forward with his advance elements in the DRINIUMOR RIVER VALLEY 
and appears to be regrouping his main forces. Our medium units and fighters hit 
concentrations and bivouac areas in close support of our ground forces, while 
attack plane6 and naval units bombarded coastal targets and harassed enemy barge 



traffic. 


j6 July (Oahu date) 


CTF 53 reports continued air strikes and ship bombardment of GUAM has 
produced excellent results; opposition from shore batteries is negligible. After¬ 
noon reconnaissance on 15 July (K) of reef edge at southern beaches (GUAM) pro¬ 
voked considerable fire of up to 5 or 6-inch caliber; 1 offioer was killed and 5 
enlisted men were slightly wounded; resulting disclosure of enemy emplacements 
enabled BB gunfire at 3,000 yards to demolish battery on BANGI POINT, while ships 
plus LCI's with rockets and automatic weapons beat down fire from beaches. Recon¬ 
naissance showed coral heads obstructing approach to Yellow and White beaches 
(immediately south of OROTE PENINSULA), especially the latter; reef edge is ir¬ 
regular; coral heads can probably be cleared successfully to provide approach for 
LCM's and LOT'S. 


- Continued 


2001 










■S HORET - 

— 

16 July (Oahu date - Cont'd) 


DECLASSIFIED 


^ Authority: E0 12958, as amended 
HQ USEIJCOM 


On 16 July (K) TO 58,2 flew 74 sorties over GUAM target areas dropping 
28 tons plus 24 rockets and 20 incendiary clusters; we lost 1 plane but pilot 
and crew were saved. 

Com5thFleet reports airstrip on KAGMAN PENINSULA expected to be available 
for use by 20 July. 

W.C. MILLER (DE) reports enemy submarine definitely destroyed on morning 
14 July (K) at 15-17 N, 144-20 E (65 miles W of SAIPAN). 

CenPac shore based aircraft on 15 July bombed WOTJE, MILLE, and TRUK. 

MICKEY FINN WOLFPACK (GUARDFISH (SS 217). THRESHER (SS 200), and PIRANHA 
(SS 389)), operating NW LUZON, reports heavy damage to enemy on night 16 July. 
GUARDFISH sank 4 ships for total tonnage 29,000; 1 probably sunk and 1 damaged 
for 7,500 tons; all from a 9-ship oonvoy. THRESHER wiped out 6-ship convoy by 
sinking 3 AK's, 1 AO, and 1 escort; 1 remaining escort damaged. PIRANHA sank 
1 AO. Total score: Sunk: 7 AK’s, 2 AO's, 1 escort; Probably sunk: 1 AK, 1 escort; 
Damaged: 1 AK. All attaoks in general vicinity 18-45 N, 119-45 E (50 miles W of 
NW tip of LUZON). 

SKATE (SS 305), operating in KURILES, reports 2 AK’s sunk 15 July. 

PLAICE (SS 390), operating BONINS Area, reports 1 of 4 radar-equipped 
escorts sunk at 171500 GCT. 

PAMPANITO (SS 383), operating EMPIRE waters, reports a 6,000-ton AK 
probably sunk with 1 hit on 6 July. 

YAP TOWN wa6 heavily banbed by B-24's on 15 and 16 July (K). On the 15th 
an unspecified number of B-24’s dropped 235 250-lb. bombs and 12 600-lb. bombs, 

60$ being in the target area; large explosions and fires resulted; 14 to 17 enemy 
planes intercepted aggressively; 2 B-24’s collided and orashed 8 miles S of YAP? 

1 other, crippled by fighters, made a water landing 200 miles off N NEW GUINEA 
Coast; 8 enany fighters were shot down. On the 16th 20 B-24’s dropped 50$ of 
their bombs in the target area; 10 enemy planes weakly intercepted, 1 being Bhot 
down; one of our planes was damaged. 2 other B-24's bombed the YAP runway with 
20 260-lb. bombs; results unobserved. 

Bombing of WOLEAI was continued on 15 July (K) by 3 B-24's, and on the 16th 
by 4 B-24's. Night heckling of PALAU also continued on the 15th and 16th. A 
single B-24 hit SOROL ISLAND on the 15th. MANOK77ARI AA positions were heavily 
hit on the 16th by 18 B-24's which dropped 480 100-lb. bombs; targets were covered 
and buildings were demolished. Minor strikes were made along W shore GEELVINK BAY 
and against BABO shipping. 23 A-20's and 13 fighter bombers attaoked hostile 
troop concentrations in the AITAPE-WEWAK Area. Usual fighter sweeps were made 
along N NET/ GUINEA Coast. C-47's flew 81 supply missions to forward bases, in¬ 
cluding 56 to BIAK. On the 16th 11 B-24's and 3 B-25's bombed the LAUTEW west 
drome on TIMOR. Meager reports indicate that air forces continue their active 
role of neutralization of NEW BRITAIN, NEW IRELAND, and BOUGAINVILLE. 

In the AITAPE-WEWAK Area, our ground forces report a further 344 enemy dead. 
We have moved supporting troops up and have established line of battle along the 
DRINIUMOR RIVER. This movement cut off advance elements of the enemy which were 
attempting to operate to the west of the river. Enemy prisoners have been taken 
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and 2 enemy divisions, the 41st and 20th, have been identified forward with a 
third, the 51st, in support. Our naval forces have gone into aotion on our 
coastal flank and are shelling enemy concentrations and targets. Our air forces 
are operating in close support of the ground troops, 

17 July (Oahu date) 

Mopping up and anti sniper activity continued on SAIPAN during 17 July (K). 
All Divisions are now in the rehabilitation areas preparing for TINIAN assault, 

DD gunfire was conducted during the day against selected TINIAN targets; during 
the night harassing fire was delivered on SUNHARON TOWN. 13 battalions of artil¬ 
lery (156 guns) emplaced on southern SAIPAN are concentrating their fire against 
TINIAN, Air strikes against TINIAN are being conducted by SAIPAN based planes. 
18,011 enemy troops have been buried to date. 13, 822 civilians have been in¬ 
terned; nationalities are: Japanese 9,624, Koreans 1,159, Chamorros 2,257, 
Carolinians 782. 1,620 prisoners have been taken; 809 are Japanese, 811 are 

Korean* 



During 16 and 17 July (K) ship bombardment of GUAM was effectively conducted. 
CTF 53 considers that damage to coast defense and dual purpose guns is now suf¬ 
ficient to permit uninterrupted approach to landing beaches when supported by 
counter battery fire. On the 17th bombardment was directed against defensive works 
on and close behind the beaches; ooast defense and dual purpose guns were not neg¬ 
lected, Removal of underwater obstacles is underway. During the nights of 18 
and 19 July 1 CA and 3 DD's will take station off GUAM landing beaohes to inter¬ 
dict repairs to beach defenses and reef obstructions; 3 DD’s in each area will 
combine screening duty with support of night demolition operations as required. 

On 17 July (K) TG 58,1 hit GUAM; 71 sorties were flown over the target 
area and 38 tons of bombs plus 37 rockets were dropped; the group lost 2 planes 
with pilots and crewmen. On the same day ROTA was hit by TG 58.2; 46 sorties 
were flown over the target area and 12 tons of bombs were dropped; no plane losses 
were reported. 

On 16 July CenPac shore based aircraft bombed MILLE, WOTJE, and TAROA. 

GUARDFISH (SS 217) sank 1 9,800-ton naval auxiliary out of a large convoy 
at 180922 GCT in position 20-25 N, 119-12 E (135 miles NW of NW tip of LUZON); 
course 215, speed 15; convoy was composed of 2 CV's, 2 AO's, several AP's and 
naval auxiliaries. No chase was possible owing to 30-foot seas, 

REDFIN (SS 272)(SWPA), operating CELEBES SEA and off SIARGAO STRAIT, sum¬ 
marises 3rd war patrol; 1 large AO and 1 AP were sunk for a total tonnage of 
16,100; 1 9,300-ton AP was damaged, 

FLYING FISH (SS 229)(SWPA), operating W of PALAU and off SAN BERNADINO STRAIT, 
summarizes 10th war patrol; sank 1 4,000-ton AK and damaged 1 4,000-ton AK, 

FLOUNDER (SS 25l)(S57PA), operating vicinity HALMAHERA, summarizes 2nd war 
patrol; sank 1 4,000-ton AK, 

HAKE (SS 256)(SWPA), operating CELEBES SEA, summarizes 5th war patrol; sank 
1 1,600-ton DD and 1 5,500-ton AK, 1 7,500-ton AP and 1 10-ton craft for a total 
tonnage of 14,510; damaged 1 10,000-ton XAV. 
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On 17 July (K) MANOKWARI gun positions were again bombed by 2 squadrons of 
B-24's, while 8 other B-24'a attacked the MOEMI Airdrome. 3 B-26's attacked ship¬ 
ping off southern VOGELKOP. 18 A-20's, and 3 B-25's hit enemy concentrations E of 
TADJI. Fighter bombers continued heavy bombing and strafing attacks against enemy 
positions and installations between AITAPE and WEWAK. C-47's flew 98 supply mis¬ 
sions to forward bases, including 73 to BIAK. Night harassment by 3 B-24»s 
continued against WOLEAI and PALAU. 

In the ATIAPE-WEwAK Area the enemy made weak attempts to penetrate our po¬ 
sitions along the DRUNIUMOR RIVER; these attempts which were made at night were 
repulsed; our naval units in support shelled enemy installations along the coast* 

On NOEMFOOR vigorous patrolling continues. 

18 July (Oahu date) 

On 18 July (K) dawn and afternoon air strikes were made against PAGAN by SAI¬ 
PAN land based planes; 1 enemy plane was destroyed on the ground; the field was re¬ 
ported inoperational. Systematic naval and artillery gunfire and air strikes con¬ 
tinue against known installations on TINIAN. As of the 18th 19,793 enemy troops 
had been buried. 

CTF 53 reports good progress being made on clearance of obstacles on reefB 
off all landing beaches on GUAM. The landing beaches and adjacent areas have been 
thoroughly covered by naval and air bombardment. Opposition to all operations still 
is negligible. Clearance of reef obstacles and intensive bombing and gunfire on all 
beach defenses OifKLcontinuing* 

On 18 July (K) all TG's of TF 58 concentrated against GUAM; 1,020 sorties were 
flown over the target area, and 400 tons of bombs and 140 rockets were dropped; we 
lost 5 planes and 3 crews. On the 19th strikes by TF 58 continued against GUAM; 
reports from TG's 58.2 and 58*3 show 635 sorties over the target area expending 
225 tons of bombs; no plane loss was reported. 

CenPac 6hore based aircraft on 17 July bombed WOTJE, TAROA and PONAPE. 

CominCh 061900 directs that in the event of an attack having been made upon 
a hospital ship the theater commander concerned will convene a Board of Investiga¬ 
tion to obtain the circumstances in the case. 

COD (SS 224) reports sighting at 172240 (H) 2 heavy unitB plus 5 DD'6 position 
12-24 N, 116-27 E (off SE coast of MINDORO), course 270, speed 19. 

COBIA (SS 245), operating BONINS Area, reports at 181229 GCT sank 1 large and 
1 medium AK. 

PLAICE (SS 390), operating BONINS Area, reports at 181546 GCT sank 1 DD in 
southbound oonvoy. 

WILKINS WOLFPACK (SAWFISH (SS 276), ROCK (SS 274), TILEFISH (SS 307)), 
operating LUZON STRAIT, reports at 171845 GCT convoy in position 22-23 N, 119-02 E 
(65 miles W of TAKAO, FORMOSA), course 180, speed 14. At dawn the following ships 
were sighted* 2 small carriers, 1 heavy cruiser, 6 AP's, 6 AO's, 1 DD, and 1 PC; 
ships were in 2 columns with CA on center ahead and 1 carrier in each column; es¬ 
corts were patrolling on the flanks. In a submerged attack the SAWFISH got 2 hits 
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in a 10,000-ton AO for 9 torpedoes fired. ROCK got 5 timed hits for 10 fired; 1 
in AK, 2 in AP, and 2 in AO. TILEFISH, with 2 hits for 7 torpedoes fired, sank 
1 DD. 

FLASHER (SS 249)(SWPA), operating SOUTH CHINA SEA, reports 1 medium Maru 
sunk off CAPE VARELLA, FRENCH INDO CHINA, on night of 7 July with 2 hits. At 
191130 GCT she reports 2 hits in KUMA Class cruiser; knooking her mainmast off but 
believes CA departed from position 12-45 N, 114-20 E (300 miles E of CAPE VARELLA) 
at about 191030 GCT, course 245, speed 17. 

RAY (SS 271)(SY<PA) reports at 181300 GCT sank large AO in position 05-20 S, 
112-22 E (midway between BORNEO and JAVA). 

On 16 and 17 July (K) minor air strikes were made against YAP; on the 18th 
a heavy strike was made by 19 B-24's. On the 18th and 19th SOROL and WOLEAI were 
hit by 3-5 B-24’s. Medium, attack, and fighter bombers continue heavy attacks 
against enemy concentrations and installations in the AITAPE-WEWAK Area. 

Our ground forces in the AITAPE-WEWAK Area are mopping up isolated enemy 
parties west of the DRINIUMOR RIVER; an additional 175 Japs have been killed and 
25 taken prisoners. 2 CA's and 4 DD's are furnishing close support. 



19 July (Oahu date) 


Task Force 53 commences landing operations against GUAM at 0830 (K) 21 July. 
1st Marine Division lands regiments abreast on beaches at ASAN with immediate 
objective of securing APRA HARBOR. 1st Marine Provisional Brigade (4th and 22nd 
Marine Regiments) with one RCT (305th) of 77th Inf Div will land on beaches at 
AGAT with )SMHtjp1?bjective of seising OROTE PENINSULA. 77th Inf Div (less one RCT), 
remaining as floating reserve, is scheduled to land on 23 July (K). 

CTF 53 reports excellent progress being made on obstruction clearance and 
preparation of reefs. Heavy interdiction fire has continued day and night to 
prevent replacement of obstacles. Destruction of shore defenses has proceeded as 
scheduled with heavy close range gunfire and powerful air strikes. Opposition to 
our operations continues negligible and CTF 53 believes that very few fixed 
defenses remain in the vicinity of the landing beaches; the most serious opposition 
is expected to be from mobile artillery which has not fired and which has not been 
located. 

With reports from TG 58.1 and 58.4, TF 58 sent a total of 1008 sorties 
against GUAM on 19 July (K); over 400-tons of bombs were dropped; we lost one plane, 
TF 58 continued its strikes against GUAM on the 20th; the only group thus far 
reported is TG 58.3 which flew 341 sorties over the target area and dropped over 
300-tons of bombs and 83 rockets; we lost 1 plane with crew. 

CTG 12.2 (HOGGATT BAY with 4 DEs) reports enemy submarine believed definite¬ 
ly destroyed at about 182310 (K) in the MARIANAS area. 

CTF 57 162330 summarises operations 11-15 July inclusive. 

CenPac shore based aircraft on 18 July bombed MILLS, WOTJE, and TRUK. The 
TRUK strike was executed by 22 B-24s; weather obstructed observation of results. 
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19 July (Oahu date) - continued - 


On 19 July (K) 3 PB4Ys from SAIPAN bombed CHICHI JIMA and HAEA JIMA. At 
CHICHI JIMA a 5000-ton AK was bombed and 3 of 6-8 coastal vessels were fired by 
strafing; no other ships were present; barracks, naval installations, radio station 
and seaplane base were damaged by bombing and strafing; one direct hit (1000-lb 
bomb) was observed on hangar at SE corner of airfield. At HAHA JIMA a 200-ton AK 
was sunk and 4 of 19 coastal vessels were left ablaze; several fires were started 
among buildings and installations by strafing; 11 of 26 enemy planes were damaged. 
The 3 planes returned safely. 

ComSoPac 140227 (pink) liBts air squadrons of RNZAF which can be made avail¬ 
able for transfer to SWPA; lists type squadron available date, and present loca¬ 
tion. 

Richardson 170205 (pink) announces that 24th Army Corps with attached units, 
and 81st Division with attached units, pass to operational control CTF 36. 

CinCPOA 190519 (pink) requests ComSoPac to arrange directly with CinCSWPA 
transfer of RNZAF aircraft units to SWPA; relates to ComSoPac 140227. 

GUARDFISH (SS 217) reports sinking 1 6100-ton AK and damaging 1 4000-ton AK 
in 6-ship northbound convoy at 182243 GCT position 20-05 N, 118-23 E (150 mi NW of 
NW tip of LUZON). 

TINOSA (SS 283) operating YELLOW SEA reports at 191235 GCT sank 1 large AP 
and 1 AK; with gunfire sank 1 schooner, 1 trawler, and 1 sampan. 

ASPRO (SS 309)(SWPA) reports attacking escorted convoy of 4 AKs on 19 July 
(E long.date) in position 02-40 S, 127-05 E (25 mi N of BOEROE IS). 2 observed 
and 4 timed hits obtained on 2 AKs. 

JACK (SS 259)(SWPA) operating N of MALAY BARRIER summarizes 5th War Patrol. 
Sank 1 10,000-ton AO, 1 7000-ton AK, and 2 4000-ton unidentified ships, for total 
tonnage 25,000; damaged 3 4000-ton unidentified ships. 

GUAVINA (SS 362) during 18 end 19 July picked up 8 downed airmen near YAP. 

On 19 July (K) 2 waves of B-24s heavily bombed YAP; 15 to 18 enemy planes 
aggressively intercepted for a period of 20 minutes and accurately dropped from 
10 to 14 phosphorous bombs; 2 enemy planes were shot down and we lost 1 B-24, the 
orew of which was seen to parachute into the water. SOROL ISLAND was hit by 7 
B-24s which dropped 120 100-lb bombs and 60 fragmentation dusters with unobserved 
results. Heckling of PALAU and WOLEAI continued. 11 B-24b attacked enemy ship- 
• ping in the TAWTTAWI area. 

In the AITAPE-YfEWAK area the enemy, having been frustrated in his initial 
frontal attempt at infiltration of the DRINIUMOR RIVER sector, is now attempting 
to by-pass our right flank through the foothills of the TORRICELI MOUNTAINS. 

Our ground forces report an additional 582 killed. Our medium bombers and fighters 
harrassed the enemy's rear areas while naval units shelled coastal traffio. 

Adverse weather conditions hindered air operations in all sector*- 
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20 July (Oahu Date) 


Landings on GUAM took place on all beaches according to schedule cornraencing 
at 0830 (K) 21 July* Landings were made against light opposition only and mostly 
on southern beaches. CTF 53 in a despatch to CTF 58 stated that air strikes during 
the past four days had left nothing to be desired. On 20 July (K) TF 58 senfc1302 
sorties over GUAM target areas, dropping 894 tons of bombs and 115 rockets; we lost 
2 planes with crews in combat and 3 planes operationally. On the 21st TG's 58.1, 
58.3, and 58.4 flew 582 sorties over GUAM target areas and dropped 215 tons of bombs 
and 67 rockets; 1 plane with crew was lost in combat and 3 planes (2 with crew) were 
lost operationally. TG 58.2 stands by for call strikes. 

Bombardment of TINIAN has been intensified. 

CenPac shore based aircraft on 19 July bombed TAROA and WOTJE. 

On 20 July (K) 4 PB4Y's, operating from SAIPAN, bombed IWO JIMA and CHICHI 
JIMA from 1950 to 2045; details are lacking. 

WILKINS (in TILEFISH) reports at 210800 GCT 1 AO, 2 to 4 AP*s, and 4 DD's 
in position 21-00 N, 123-06 E (180 mi. NNE of APARRl) course 210, speed 14. In 
submerged attack ROCK (SS 274) got 3 timed hits for 4 fired, 2 in AO and 1 in AP. 

GUAVINA (SS 364) reports that she has a total of 12 downed airmen who were 
pioked up near YAP; 4 were rescued on 12 July and 8 on the 18th and 19th. 

HADDO (SS 255)(SWPA), operating CELEBES SEA, summarizes 6th war patrol; sank 
with gunfire 2 small 250-ton craft and 1 landing barge; fired no torpedoes. 

On 20 July (K) 12 B-25's maintained air blockade of the VOGELKOP by attacking 
barges near SORONG and bombing buildings, jetty, and oil tanks on KASIM ISLAND in 
SELE STRAITS. Fighter bombers destroyed a barge and several canoes loaded with 
supplies on the GEELVINK BAY Coast. 23 B-24's heavily hit MANCKWARI on the 20th (K) 
dropping over 60 tons of bombs on the airdrome and gun positions; several large fires 
were started and an ammunition dump exploded. 2 B-24's bombed gun positions at 
MOEMI. Heckling attacks were made against YAP, WOLEAI, and PALAU. Heavy bombers 
dropped 19 tons of bombs on NAMLEA Airdrome (SW NEW GUINEA), while fighter bombers 
operated over TANIMBAR. 

Our ground forces in the AITAPE-WEWAK Area continue to counter enemy attempts 
to probe our southern flank. Medium and light bombers dropped 20 tons on enemy 
installations while air patrols harassed the enemy on inland trails and in coastal 
sectors. Shore positions were bombarded by naval units. 
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CTF 63 reports that our assault forces have landed on GUAM with absolute 
precision and according to schedule; all assault units and their weapons, includ¬ 
ing tanks and artillery, had been landed by 1800 (K) 21 July. Initial opposition 
was nominal but stiffened as troops advanced. Initial waves at southern beaches 
received some mortar fire prior to the landing; on the northern beaches such fire 
was not received until after several waves had landed. Casualties are unreported 
but believed moderate. Gunfire and air support which preceded the landings was 
reported by CTF 53 as being unsurpassed. TG 68.2 which supported the landing did 
much to keep enemy artillery fire to the minimum; during the day this group drop¬ 
ped 90-tons of bombs and expended 248 rockets. Called fires from fire support 
ships have been used freely; illumination and harassing gunfire will be furnished 
during the night 21-22 July (K). Good beach heads have been secured, though it is 
expeoted that enemy artillery fire on the beach heads may be troublesome during 
the night. Unloading of essential supplies will continue to capaoity of beaches. 
RCT 305 (77th Inf Div) was landed afternoon 21 July (K) over southern beaches; it 
is planned to land remaining 2 RCTs of 77th Inf Div over the same beaches on 22 
July (K) if beach conditions and the tactical situation permit. 

On 22 July (K) TG 58.2 continued to support the landing force; 180 sorties 
operated over the target areas and dropped 63-tons of bombs plus 80 rockets. 

Night fighters patrolled over SAIPAN, TINIAN and GUAM. 

On 24 July (K) the Northern Landing Force will assault TINIAN; landings will 
be made on the WHITE Beaches on the NW tip of the island approximately 3 miles SW 
of USHI POINT. Initial landings will be made by 4th Mar Div, to be followed by 
2nd Mar Div; 27th Inf Div will remain on SAIPAN prepared to embark on 4 hours 
notice, and to land on the 2 WHITE Beaches or such other beaches as the situation 
may dictate. The artillery of the 24th Corps (less 76mm guns) remains on southern 
SAIPAN to support the landings; 76mm guns will accompany the assaulting forces. 
Softening-up of TINIAN continues with heavy artillery bombardment by the shore 
based artillery on SAIPAN and by the air units based on SAIPAN. 


On 20 July 12 B-25s of 7th AAF bombed PONAPE hitting gun positions on 
JOKAJ Island. 

STURGEON (SS 187) reports sinking a 9200-ton AP in an Empire bound convoy 
north of AMAMI 0 SHIM on 3 July with 3 hits out of 4 electric torpedoes fired. 
COBIA (SS 245) operating BONINS area reports at 221202 GCT one 600-ton patrol 
vessel and 2 trawlers sunk by gunfire. 

On 21 July (K) 20 B-25s bombed YAP Island, dropping 460 100-lb bombs on the 
runway and dispersal areas; of 11 enemy interceptors, 6 were shot down and one was 
probably shot down; 3 of our planes were damaged. Heckling strikes continued 
against WOLEAI, PALAU and SOROL. 2 B-25s attacked shipping along south coast of 
VOGELKOP while 4 others hit shipping in SELE STRAITS. 26 B-24s bombed MANOKWARI 
airdrome and AA gun positions. 6 A-20s destroyed barracks at NABIRE while two 
fighter-bombers destroyed a large oil barge off CAPE MOEM. P-39s bombed caves and 
barge centers along north BIAK coast. 

In the AITAPE-WEWAK area our ground forces repulsed a small scale probing 
attack at night on the southern flank DRINIUMOR RIVER line; an additional 105 
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21 July (Oahu date ^continued- 

enemy dead are reported. B-25s, A-20s and fighter-bombers expended 41-tons on 
troop concentrations, lines of communication and supply areas from YAKAMUL (east 
of AITAFE) to WEWAK. Our naval units (2 CAs and 4 DDs) in support of our ground 
forces bombarded enemy positions and blockaded coastal traffic. 


CinCSWPA 210801Z July contains warning order for operations against 


MOROTAI 



22 July (Oahu date) " 

The GUAM operation is proceeding satisfactorily. As of 1800 (K) 23 July - 
2 RCTs of 77th Inf. Div. and all of corps artillery had been landed* In the 
south our beachhead extends from a point on the shore line 600 yards north of 
AGAT and from a point on the shore line 4200 yards south of AGAT thence extending 
eastward to form a perimeter averaging 3,000 to 4,000 yards in depth. In the 
north our beachhead extends from a point on the shore line 4400 yards northeast 
of PITI and from a point on the shore line 200 yards south of PITI thence east¬ 
ward forming a perimeter averaging 1,000-2,000 yards in depth. Occupation of 
CABRAS ISLAND was completed on evening 22 July (K). During the night 21-22 July 
(K) both beach areas received intermittent rifle and mortar fire; on night 22-23 
July (K) this fire continued to harass the northern area. Early morning 22 July 
(K) the enemy counter attacked the southern force with 1 infantry company sup¬ 
ported by several tanks; 5 enemy tanks were destroyed and 268 enemy dead were 
left within our lines. Early morning 22 July (E) a heavy enemy counter attack 
against the eastern part of our northern beachhead caused a critical situation 
for a brief period, but was repulsed after daylight with effective air, naval 
gunfire, and artillery support. Onr beachhead on the south includes HT. ALIFAN; 
in the north CTF 53 reports that we control the road leading from AGANA to PITI, 
and the road leading to MT. TENJO. Our casualties as of 231600 (K) are: killed 
in action, 348; wounded in action 1,500; missing in action, 110; these figures 
are possibly incomplete. Enemy known dead, 948; undoubtedly there are many more. 
Naval gunfire and air strikes continue strongly in close support of our troops, 
and continue to harass the enemy rear areas and to interdict movements therein. 

CTF 52 reports that assault troops of 4th MarDiv would be loaded on 23 
July (K) in preparation for the assault against TINIAN. The continued destruction 
of enemy gun and troop positions on TINIAN has been greatly intensified by naval, 
artillery gunfire, and aerial bombardment. 

During the nights of 21 and 22 July (K) night fighters operated over GUAM, 
SAIPAN, and TINIAN. On the 22nd SAIPAN based P-47’s flew 52 sorties against 
TINIAN. P-47's struck PAGAN without meeting opposition. On the 23rd a plane on 
A/S patrol strafed ROTA; the enemy were observed repairing the airfield and there 
was evidence that a plane had recently landed on it. 

On 26 July (Ea6t Longitude Date) TF 58 (less TG 58.4) will make photographic 
strikes against YAP, PALAU, and ULTTHI. 
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CTG 56.1 
Operation: 

reports revised 

list of casualties 

to date for 

the SAIPAN 

UNIT 

KIA 

WIA 

MIA 

TOTAL 

2nd MarDiv 

1,142 

4,917 

106 

6,165 

4th MarDiv 

966 

5,456 

141 

6,563 

27th Inf. Div. 

901 

2,485 

112 

3,498 

Corps Artillery 

7 

17 


24 

Corps Troope 

18 

130 

4 

152 

Totals 

“3,034 

T3,00“5 

~ZS5 

16,402 


The SAIPAN Garrison Force have lost 15 killed in action, 44 wounded in action, 
and 2 missing in action for a total of 61 casualties; the combined total of 
Garrison and Combat Troops casualties is 16,463. Enemy buried to date; 20,720; 
our burials to date: 2nd MarDiv, 1,168; 4th MarDiv, 1,027; 27th Inf. Div, 1,007 
for a total of 3,202. Of the total hospitalized, 5,016 have been returned to 
duty. Civilians interned: Japanese 10,009; Koreans 1144; Chamorros 2261; 
Carolinians 778; grand total 14,192. Interned civilians sick and wounded: 
Japanese 1381, Korean 286, Chamorros 133, Carolinians 75; grand total 1,875. 
Prisoners of war to date: Japanese 879; Korean 828; for a total of 1,707. 


At 221000 (K) 27th Inf. Div. assumed control of the area formerly occupied 
by 4th MarDiv on SAIPAN. 1st Battalion, 29th Marines, (les6 Company C) moved 
into the area formerly occupied by 2nd MarDiv on SAIPAN, and assumed responsi¬ 
bility for patrols and seourity of that area. 


CenPac shore based aircraft on 21 July bombed the major islands of TRUK 
ATOLL; 27 participating B-24's dropped 75 tons of bombs concentrated against 
airfields, warehouses, and docks; 2 airborne fighters made no attempt to intercept 

In the AITAPE-WEWAK Area our ground forces report only patrol activity. 

1 CA and 5 DD*s continue to furnish close support. Medium, attack, and fighter 
bombers continue to hit enemy troop concentrations and supply installations in 
the AITAPE-WEWAK Area. 

On 22 July (K) 22 B-24's heavily bombed YAP Airdrome with reportedly 
excellent results; of 4-6 intercepting fighters, 1 was shot down and 2 were 
damaged; 2 of our planes were damaged; the enemy fighters inaccurately dropped 
8 phosphorous bombs. 


On the 22nd 4 B-24's bombed W0LEAI. On the night of 21-22 July (K) 
heckling snoopers continued their operations against YAP and PALAU. B-24*s 
bombed installations and shipping in the V0GELK0P Area. 15 B-24’s heavily bombed 
BAB0 Airdrome while others hit the RANSIKI Drome. 8 B-24's effectively bombed AA 
gun positions at MAN0KWARI. B-25's attacked enemy shipping off east coast of 
M0R0TAI. C-47*s flew a total of 74 supply missions to BIAK airfields. 
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Operations of our ground foroes on GUAM proceeded rather slowly on 24 July (K). 
Resistance continued to be heavy on the eastern flank of the northern area, and 
though many enemy were killed both by troops and by intensive naval gunfire and 
naval bombing, progress was slow* Better progress was made in the southern area 
where OROTE PENINSULA was completely cut off despite considerable opposition* Front 
lines as defined on the preceding day remain substantially the same, exoept that 
in the north our line has been pushed forward approximately 1,000 yards along the 
NE perimeter; in the south the perimeter was extended approximately 400 yards in 
the NT? portion to dose off OROTE PENINSULA* The area between our north and south 
beachheads has been almost entirely covered by patrols operating along the shore 
line; very few of the enemy were found remaining in that area. 77th Inf. Div. 
proceeded with relief of Marines in the southern area in order to permit 1st 
Provisional Brigade to reorganise and prepare for a concentrated attack on OROTE 
on 26 July (K)* RCT 307 (77th Inf* Div,) which constituted the Corps Reserve is 
being landed over southern beaches. Unloading progresses satisfactorily. 

Commencing at 0760(H) 24 July, our assault foroes landed on white beaches, 

(HW tip of TINIAN about 3 miles SW of USHI POINT), against light opposition; by 0930 
(K) our forces had advanced 600 yards inland. Progress ashore is satisfactory. 
During the bombardment of SW TINIAN the COLORADO (BB 45) and the NORMAN SCOTT 
(DD 690) sustained damage from enemy shore batteries. The COLORADO received about 
15 hits believed to be from 6-inch caliber; 2 officers and 35 enlisted men were 
killed, and 1 officer and 77 enlisted men were wounded; material dana ge to ship is 
considerable. The hit on the NORMAN SCOTT killed the Captain and caused heavy 
casualties. 

BUSH (DD 529) while training in looal area (KAHOOLAV/E ISLAND) sustained serious 
gun casualties during AA phase of shore bombardment when gun number 3 exploded over 
after starboard 40-mm director; probably oaused by hitting starboard radio antenna 
suspension arm on after staok, or by possible premature explosion; 5 are dead, 1 
is fatally injured, 2 are seriously injured, and several others suffered minor in¬ 
juries; vessel will require tender or yard availability. 

TF 58 (less TG 58.4) is now enroute to conduct photo strike against YAP, 

PALAU, and ULITHI. TG 58.4 remains to support our assault forces on GUAM and 
TINIAN. 

On 23 July (K) TG 58.4, in support of our forces assaulting TINIAN, dropped 
80 tons of bombs and fired 80 rockets. On the 24th the Group continued this support, 
expending 56 tons of bombs and 27 rockets; the Group also hit GUAM with 18 tons of 
bombs and ROTA with 8 tons. CTF 51 has directed that neutralization of ROTA by 
air strikes and surface bombardment be assigned CTF 53. 

Night fighter patrols from SAIPAN continued to operate over GUAM and SAIPAN. 

On 23 July (K) P-47's from SAIPAN flew 96 sorties in executing call missions over 
TINIAN; enemy concentrations and installations were attacked with bombs and rockets 
and were strafed; support was reported as very effective. 

CenPac shore based aircraft on 22 July bombed PONAPE; 12 B-25*s attacked gun 
positions on JflKAJ ISLAND, and strafed PONAPE TOWN and harbor installations with 
50 caliber And 75-mm cannon. 
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23 July (Oahu date - Cont'd) 

SHARK (SS 314), operating BONINS Area, reports at 231105 GCT probably sinking 
1 AK in a convoy previously attacked by the COBIA and the PLAICE. 

In the AITAPE-TJEV7AK Area our ground forces repulsed small scale enemy recon¬ 
naissance attacks on our DRINUIMOR RIVER line where the enemy is apparently still 
trying to effect a large scale concentration of forces. B-25's, A-20's, and fighter 
bomber b dropped 27 tons of bombs on bivouac and supply areas in support of our 
ground forces. Air patrols and naval units shelled supply area near BUT and the 
coastal roads. 

On 23 July (K) YAP was again heavily attacked by 23 B-24's; of 8 enemy inter¬ 
ceptors 2 were shot down; 3 of our planes were damaged. Heckling of PALAU and 
WOLEAI continued. 

On 23 July (K) BABO taxiway and revetments were hit by 3 B-24's, while 3 
others struck the MO&II runway. A small number of B-25 'b conducted shipping 
strikes along west V00ELK0P and south shore of GEELVINK BAY. 2 B-24's heckled YAP 
airdrome on night of 22-23 July (K). C-47 's flew 48 troop carrier missions to 

BIAK • 

Recent photographs reveal that on 22 July (K) the airfields at KAVIENG, 

PANAPAI, LAKUNAI, TOBERA, and VUNAKANAU were serviceable. 

In the North Pacific on 22 July 4 PV’s from FAff 4 bombed northern KURILES; 

8 enemy fighters intercepted; 1 PV with engine shot out reported intention to land 
on KAMCHATKA. 

CorainCh 021631 (pink) contains planning message from Joint Staff Planners to 
CinCPOA Planners requesting certain information reference CAUSEWAY Joint Staff 
Study. 



CinCPOA 240957 (pink) replies to foregoing despatch. 


24 July (Oahu date) 

On 25 July (K) operations of our ground forces on GUAM proceeded satisfactorily, 
In the northern area the enemy resistance inland from ADELUP POINT is being over¬ 
come and our progress there has accelerated. Near the base of OROTE PENINSULA the 
enemy has organized a center of resistance to oppose its occupation; the forces 
comprising this resistance are isolated from the remainder of enemy forces. Our 
troops in the extreme south are meeting little resistance and their advance is 
limited by considerations of over extension rather than by opposition. Naval gun¬ 
fire and bombing continue active in close support of our troops. 1st Provisional 
Marine Brigade will launch a coordinated attack against the hostile forces on OROTE 
PENINSULA on 26 July (K). 

The left flank of our northern perimeter rests on the shore line at ADELUP 
POINT; the right flank at a point 2,000 yards south of PITI; the depth of the perime¬ 
ter averages about 2,000 yards. The left flank of our southern perimeter*at a point 
on the shore line 1,800 yards NNW of AGAT; it then extends across the base of OROTE 
PENINSULA, follows the shore line to the north, resting at a point 2,600 yards NNE 
of AGAT. Right flank of the perimeter rests at a point on the shore line 4,000 
yards S of AGAT; the deepest point of penetration of the perimeter is 4,600 yards 
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24 July (Oahu date Cont'd) 

E of AGAT. Between the two perimeters our patrols operating from both areaB have 
made contact. 

Our GUAM casualties as of 241600 (K): killed in action, 443; wounded in action. 
2,366; missing in action, 209, There are 2,399 enemy known dead, and there are un¬ 
doubtedly many more. 

At the end of the second day of operation of our forceB against TINIAN, the 
situation was developing most favorably. 4th MarDiv, which led the assault, has 
been landed with 4 battalions of 76-mm Howitzers which aro furnishing direct sup¬ 
port; most of the 2nd MarDiv has been landed (second and eighth RCT’s plus 1 bat¬ 
talion of sixth RCT). At about 0430 (k) on 25 July the enemy strongly counter at¬ 
tacked. The effort was repulsed, with many Japs and 5 tanks being destroyed. 

Thus far opposition has been generally light. The left flank of our perimeter rests 
at a point on the shore line 1,600 yards SXI of USHI POINT, right flank rests at a 
point on the shore line 8,000 yards SW of USHI POINT, deepest point of penetration 
of our perimeter is 2,800 yards in the center. Our casualties as of 251600 (K): 
killed in action, 15; wounded in action, 225; missing in action, not reported. As 
of 251200 (K) there wore 1,324 known Jap dead. 

TG 58.4 supported the TINIAN action on 25 July (k) with 137 sorties over the 
target area; 69 tons of bombs were dropped; we lost 1 plane operationally. Night 
fighters from SAIPAN operated over GUAM and SAIPAN during the hours of darkness. 
P-47’s from SAIPAN flew 55 sorties in support of the TINIAN action strafing AA and 
machine gun positions and dropping 500-lb. bonbs on mortar positions. P-47's also 
bombed and strafed ROTA airstrip scoring 11 well spaced hits on the runway. 

CTF 57 210430 summarizes operations 16-20 July inclusive. 

CenPac shore based aircraft on 23 July bombed W0TJE, MILLE, NAURU, and TRUK. 

CAVALLA (SS 244) reports at 251245 GOT no shipping except a few sampans along 
E coast LUZON; sank 1 Jap sampan with gunfire. 

CTF 52 241658 defines status of KOREAN laborers captured during SAIPAN opera¬ 
tion. 


D-day for operation against CAPE SANSAPOR will be 30 July (E. Longitude Date). 

In the AITAPE-V/EWAK Area the enemy made another attempt to breach the DRINIUMOR 
RIVER line, in frontal assaults, combined with flank envelopment from the south. 

The main attacks broke down under our artillery fire; footholds gained by the in¬ 
filtration of isolated detachments are being liquidated in local counter attacks 
now in progress; the fighting is sharp. In these successive assaults on narrow 
frontages, in column of companies, over a period of days, the enemy shows an ap¬ 
parent inability to deliver a concentrated effort with hiB combined forces. His 
piece-meal attacks result in localized combats in which he is rapidly dissipating 
his strength. In his roar, every bivouac and supply point has been pounded by air 
bombardment and his carrier lines, absorbing the bulk of his service elements, 
have been strafed incessantly. The relentless interdiction of our light naval forces 
has destroyed the bulk of his barges and reduced his truck traffic along the coastal 
road to inappreciable volume. Prisoners of war give a vivid picture of deteriora¬ 
tion on the line of communications to WEWAK and the starvation level of his supplies 
forward. His casualties already run into the thousands and his fight for survival 
is becoming more acute. 
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On night 23-24 July (K) 2 B-24's heckled PALAU by striking both the PELELIU 
and BABELTHUAP airfields. Support of our ground forces in the AITAPE Area was 
carried out by 18 A-20's, 1 B-25, and an unspecified number of P-47's, P-39's, and 
Beauforta. C-47»s flew 95 supply missions to forward bases including 83 to BIAK 
and 1 to NOEMFOOR. Heavy strikes were conducted against eastern NEW BRITAIN and 
NEW IRELAND; enemy installations in southern BOUGAINVILLE were also hit. 


In the North Pacific on 24 July 8 PV's from FAW 4 conducted an armed reconnais¬ 
sance over the northern KURILES; enemy fighters aggresively intercepted, preventing 
1 plane from executing its bombing mission and extensively damaged another. 1 
picket boat was reported sunk. 

25 July (Oahu date) 

On 26 July (K) operations on GUAM proceeded satisfactorily? 1st Marine Provis¬ 
ional Brigade launched its attack against the enemy occupying OROTE PENINSULA early 
on morning 26 July (K). Prior to this attack the enemy during the night made an 
attempt to escape from the peninsula by heavily attacking to the south along the 
harbor side; this attempt was largely broken up by artillery fire which left 400 
enemy dead. Our attack progressed up the peninsula and as of 1800 (K) 26 July our 
line extended across the peninsula in an east-west direction bordering on southern 
edge of the landing field. Elsewhere our troops consolidated their lines and 
strengthened their defenses; therefore the front lines previously reported remained 
substantially the same except that the front lines of the Northern and Southern 
Forces have now joined along the west shore. Our casualties to date: KIA 587; 

WIA, 2798; MIA, 191. 2783 enemy are known dead. Unloading continues to be excellenl 
; an average of 10,000 tons of cargo was unloaded during each of the first 4 days. 

Operations on TINIAN proceeded satisfactorily on 26 July (K). Remainder of 
2nd Mar Div landed at dawn and took over left flank of the line. Our troops launch¬ 
ed a general assault at 0800 (K) and advanced rapidly against light opposition 
during the day. Our front line extends from a point on the west shore line 1000 yds 
south of FAIBUS SAN HILO POINT thence through MT. LASSO, thence to the east shore 
line at ASIGA. Our casualties as of 1700 (K) 25 July (all 4th Mar Div): KIA, 98; 
WIA, 356; MIA, 27. Corrected figures for casualties on the COLORADO list: KIA, 39; 
WIA, 109; MIA, 4. 1958 enemy dead have been counted thus far; 3 prisoners have been 

taken; 43 civilians have been interned. Unloading of 7000 tons of preloaded food 
and water and ammunition is practically completed, together with most organizational 
equipment of both divisions. 

TG 58.4 on 26 July hit GUAM and ROTA; 41 sorties over GUAM target area; 18 
over ROTA target area. 25 tons were dropped on GUAM, 6 on ROTA. No plane loss was 
reported. 

Night fighter patrols (based on SAIPAN) operated over SAIPAN and GUAM during 
hours of darkness. On 25 July (K) P-47s actively supported our ground forces on 
TINIAN. P-47s from SAIPAN also bombed airfields at ROTA and PAGAN where no opera¬ 
tional aircraft were observed. 

Major General Geiger assumed command on shore at GUAM at 1300 (K) 26 July. 
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25 July (Oahu date)-continued- 

CenPac shore based aircraft on 24 July bombed PONAPE, JALUIT and TAROA. 
MILLE, JALUIT, TAROA and WOTJE were harassed during the night 23-24 July. One PV 
on reconnaissance mission heckled NAURU. 

STERLET (SS 392) reports at 251330 GOT observed 21 enemy planes on IWO JIMA, 
also reports probably sinking a coastal vessel off IWO JIMA with gunfire. 




HOE (SS 258) reports firing 6 torpedoes at northbound enemy submarine at 
242330 GOT position 13-38 N, 115-39 E (315 miles west of MANILA); all were misses. 

SAWFISH (SS 276) reports sinking enemy submarine at 260755 GOT position 20-12 
N, 121-55 E (112 miles north of APARRl). The position of this sinking is 477 miles 
distant from position of attack by HOE; time lapse is 32 hours and 55 minutes; 
possibility exists that SAWFISH sank the enemy sub that had been unsuccessfully 
attacked by the HOE. 

In the AITAPE-WEWAK area the enemy has recoiled from the DRINIUMOR RIVER line 
and is apparently trying to reform his shattered units south of AFUA. Our medium, 
attack and fighter bombers dropped 54 tons and heavily strafed in enemy rear areas,, 
starting many fires. Naval units bombarded shore positions and, with air patrols, 
riaded enemy supply lines wrecking 5 barges and traffic on the coastal road. 

On 26 July 24 B-24s heavily attacked WOLEAI where supply areas, installations, 
and the airfield wore hit. 18 B-24s bombed the airfield at NAMLKA. B-25s attacked 
barge shipping east of KAI ISLANDS. Unfavorable weather cancelled scheduled strikes 
against the VOGELKOP and the long range reconnaissance missions. Despite unfavor¬ 
able weather, C-47s flew 48 supply missions to BIAK and one to HOLLANDIA. 



26 July (Oahu date) 


During night 26-27 July (K) our troops on TINIAN had a quiet and uneventful 
night. At 0700 (K) 27 July the attack to the southward was resumed. The advance 
was rapid against light opposition and the objective was reached early in the 
afternoon. Right flank of our perimeter rests on a point at shore line 1200 yards 
south of FAIBUS SAN HILO POINT, thence ESE to a point 2200 yards SSE of MT. LASSO, 
thence eastward to a point on the shore line 3900 yards south of ASIGA. Our casual¬ 
ties as of 261300 (K)» EIA, 159; WLA, 441; MIA, 32. As of the same date there were 
2,089 known enemy dead; 62 prisoners had been taken; 80 civilians had been interned, 
many of whom surrendered using surrender tickets. Enemy captured document indicates 
that Commander 31st Army (Lt.Gen. Obata) arrived GUAM 24 June. 

CTF 58 reports that it is anticipated that photo missions being executed 
by TF 58 (less TG 58.4) against PALAU, YAP, and ULITHI will be completed on 27 July. 
CTG 58.1 reported at 271351 (K) completion of mission assigned his Group. The TF 
made an afternoon fighter sweep on Y-l Day (25 July (K)) which netted 5 airborne 
enemy planes; no enemy airborne craft have been encountered since that time. 21 
enemy planes were burned on the ground and many others were damaged by strafing 
but did not burn. The following shipping was reported sunk: 1 DD, 1 DE or DM, 1 
small AO, and 7 small AK's. The force lost 5 planes and 1 pilot in combat and lost 
10 planes and 1 pilot operationally. 



DECLASSIFIED 

Authority: E0 12958, as amended 
HQ USEUCOM 


- Continued - 


201 5 













DECLASSIFIED 

Authority: EO 12958, as amended 
HQ USEUCOM 


TG 58.4 continues close support of our ground forces on TINIAN* Night fighters 
(based on SAIPAN) patrolled over SAIPAN and GUAM night 25-26 July (K). P-47's 

from SAIPAN sent 124 sorties over TINIAN targets in execution of call strikes; AA 
guns, coast defense guns, enemy troop concentrations, and defense installations 
were hit. 

CTF 53 270136 reorganizes support units to coordinate all gunfire support 
and air support. 

CTF 57 reports at 270421 that BomGroup 30 with Headquarters Bomber Command 
59.2 is moving to SAIPAN in preparation for prospective STALEMATE operations. 

CTG 59.3 reports that daily seaplane service from SAIPAN to GUAM and return 
will start 27 July (K). Schedule follows: leave SAIPAN 1300, arrive GUAM 1400; 
leave GUAM 1500, arrive SAIPAN 1600. 10 passengers and 2,000 pounds of mail can 

be carried. 

IsCom SAIPAN announces that 1,249 POW's are scheduled to depart SAIPAN for 
PEARL on 28 July (K); of this number 723 are Koreans, impressed into Japanese mili¬ 
tary service. IsCom SAIPAN recommends that these Koreans be considered civilians 
and left at SAIPAN for employment on that Island; CTF 51, CTF 56, and CTG 51.1 
concur in this recommendation. 

CenPac shore based aircraft on 25 July hit WOTJE with 31 fighter bombers which 

dropped 73 500-lb. bombs on gun positions. TRUK was hit by 24 B-24's which concen¬ 

trated against DUBLON Naval Base with 288 500-lb. bombs. 1 Navy landcat harassed 
JALUIT and MILLE. 1 PV harassed NAURU. 

Submarine Wolfpack from STVPA (ANGLER (SS 240), CREVALLE (SS 291), FLASHER 
(SS 249)) attacked enemy convoy in LUZON STRAIT on night of 26 July (K). ANGLER 

reported 2 hits on large merchantman. CREVALLE reported sinking 3 large AK's. 

FLASHER reported sinking 1 large AO and damaging 2 AK's. 

COD (SS 224)(SWPA) reports 1 hit in a ship (type not stated) in MOLUKKA SEA. 

Rear Admiral Sherman (via Com7thFleet) 270245 (pink) announces target dates 
for operations against SARANGANI and LEYTE as 15 November and 20 December respective¬ 
ly; recommends CominCh be informed as target date for CAUSEWAY 1 b somewhat affected. 

Com7thFleet 260609 summarizes Japanese surface, ground, and air strength in 
certain areas in SYVP Area; believes there will be no enemy naval reaction to opera¬ 
tion against CAPE SANSAPOR. 

In the AITAPE-WEWAK Area the enemy continues to probe the southern flank of 
our DRINIUMOR RIVER line in several places. Medium and light bombers and fighters 
attacked enemy concentrations south of YAKAMUL and lines of communication eastward 
to WEWAK. Naval patrols swept the coastlines disrupting barge and coastal road 
traffic. 
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26 July (Oahu date - Cont'd) 


On 26 July (K) 22 B-24's heavily bombed with 40 tons the runway and revetment 
area of BABO Airdrome. 7 B-24's hit the MOEMI Airstrip with 20 tons and 8 B-24's 
dropped 25 tons on the RANSIKI runway. 9 A-20's hit enemy stores at NABIRE with 36 
250-lb. bombs. C-47's flew 45 supply missions to forward bases; adverse weather can¬ 
celled 18 other missions. Eastern NEW BRITAIN, NEW IRELAND, and BOUGAINVILLE were 
hit by bombers and fighter bombers in continuation 0 f air neutralization and block¬ 
ade of those areas. | V '2 01B 
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27 July (Oahu date} 

A delayed report from our ground forces on GUAM tells of heavy fighting on 
morning 26 July (K) in vicinity of northern beaches resulting from JAP infiltrations 
with at least 6 battalions during the previous night. Though our lines held, infil¬ 
tration reached the Division CP (3rd MarDiv) and within 100 yards of Red Beach 
(east beach of the 3 on which we landed on northern shore). During this counter¬ 
attack the enemy attempted to roll TNT charges downhill onto our artillery emplace¬ 
ments. The attack was repulsed after dawn on the 26th and our lines were reinforced 
by employment of all rear area troops; an estimated 2,000 of the enemy were killed. 
On 27 July (K) our troops advanced slowly in the northern area against stubborn 
and strongly emplaced opposition. By the end of the day our northern perimeter 
remained substantially the same as on the preceding day thou^i the right flank was 
withdrawn about 1800 yard6 and contact was apparently lost between the northern 
and southern areas. The southern perimeter remained unchanged. The attack on 
OROTE PENINSULA continues very slowly in the face of many pillboxes, dugouts, mines, 
and an estimated 2,300 defenders who are supported with many artillery, mortar and 
automatic weapons. Location of our front line on OROTE PENINSULA on the 26th was 
erroneously reported along southern edge of the OROTE Airfield; on the evening of 
the 27th the corrected location of our front line was approximately 700 yards S of 
the airfield and extending across the Peninsula. Harbor clearance proceeded on 
the 27th in advance of capture of OROTE, particularly on the N side where PITI 
CHANNEL and PITI HARBOR are now clear, and removal of a sunken ship at the oil 
dock is well underway. Carrier based planes further cratered ROTA and AGANA Air¬ 
fields on the 27th, while gunfire, including rockets, from LCI gunboats close 
inshore continued to support our troops. Formal flag raising ceremony took place 
on afternoon 27 July (K) at the Corps CP. Our casualties as of 271800 (k ): KIA, 

996; WIA, 3640; MIA, 309. 

On 28 July (K) our GUAM forces pushed aggressively forward and reached the 
final beachhead line exoept in the extreme southern area. Our front line now in¬ 
cludes MTs. CHACHAO, ALUTAM, TENJO, and ALIFAN; it is anchored on north shore line 
at a point 600 yards W of AGANA, and on the west shoreline as previously reported 
(4,000 yards S of AGAT). Operations on OROTE PENINSULA continue to move slowly; 
our troops have advanced to a line just south of the airfield. CTF 53 believes 
that many of the enemy are concentrated in the general area MT. CHACHAO-FONTE 
VILLAGE (3,000 yards SW of AGANA). An estimated 4,700 of the enemy have been 
killed on GUAM and 27 prisoners taken. DADI BEACH (W of AGAT) iB now prepared and 
in use at major unloading point for airfield and garrison supplies. Practically 
all assault shipping has been unloaded; 77th Inf. Div. shipping 85% unloaded. 

Our TINIAN forces on 28 July (K) resumed the attack at 0700* ^ivottfRJon the 
left (E flank) ; the advance was rapid against continuing light opposition,,and the 
airfield N of GURGUAN POINT was overrun early in the afternoon. By 1730 (K) the 
advance had oarried southward to a point on the shore line 1,300 yards S of eastern 
edge of GURGUAN Airfield. From this point the line extended in a general NE direc¬ 
tion to the original left flank of our line. There are no additional reports of 
our own or enemy casualties. CTF 52 states that 2 of the coastal guns south of 
TINIAN TOWN have been definitely destroyed. Unloading progressed satisfactorily 
during the past 24 hours but a swell developed on the unloading beaches which com¬ 
pelled temporary cessation of unloading operations at 1800 (K) on the 28th. 

As of 271800 (K) a total of 21,036 Japanese had been buried on SAIPAN. Of our 
casualties on SAIPAN 5,434 have been returned to duty. y 
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No additional reports on results of photo strikes against PALAU, YAP, and 
ULITHI have been received from CTF 58; Com7thFleet reports that as a result of the 
fighter sweep by TF 58 on 25 July (K) over PALAU, 54 float planes and 21 land planes 
were destroyed, and that only 6 enemy aircraft got into the air, 

Com5thFleet 271127 reorganizes TF 58. 

On 28 July (K) TG 58.4 bombed GUAM and ROTA. CTF 53 has requested TG 58.4 to 
strongly support the GUAM action on morning 29 July (k) from 0600 to 0730 with 
maximum number of aircraft. 


At 281400 (K) 3,000 feet of the USHI POINT Airstrip (TINIAN) was useable. 

CTG 12.2 (HOGGATT BAY with 4 DE's) reports another enemy submarine definitely 
sunk in the MARIANAS Area. 


CenPac shore based aircraft on 26 July bombed PONAPE, WOTJE, and JALUIT. 1 
reconnaissance Ventura bombed NAURU while 1 Navy Liberator flew low over TRUK 
LAGOON claiming 2 1,000-lb. bomb hits on an AK and 3 1,000-lb. bombs dropped on a 
group of LCT’s. 

BALAO (SS 285) reports at 271430 GCT 2 downed airmen from the BUNKER HILL 
rescued off PALAU. 


CABRILLA (SS 288)(SWPA) reports attacking a convoy in the SULU SEA on 16 and 
17 July (K); 1 medium AP believed sunk with 2 hits at 1700 on the 16th; at 0130 
on the 17th a medium AO and a large AK were sunk and a large AK was damaged. 

CinCPOA authorizes IsCom SAIPAN to retain 723 Koreans at SAIPAN. Status of 
these prisoners to be determined after consultation with higher authority. 

CINCEF 270603 (pink) summarizes results of bombardment of SABANG on 25 July. 


In the AIT APE -WEV7AK Area the enemy is continuing his attempt to envelop our 
right flank near AFUA; elsewhere only active patrol activity is reported. Our 
medium attack and fighter bombers dropped 37 tons in support, striking troop con¬ 
centrations near the DR IN I TIMOR and HARECH RIVERS and installations at WEWAK where 
fires were started in supply areas. 


On 27 July (K) 24 B-24's from 13th AF bombed WOLEAI. 37 B-24’s operated in 
the HALMAHERA Area where the LOLOBATA, MITI, and the GALELA Airdromes were hit. 

6 B-25’s attacked AA positions in southern VOGELKOP. P-39’6 strafed villages in 
the GEELVINK BAY Area. C-47 ’b flew 76 supply missions to BIAK, 4 to NOIMFOOR, and 
25 to other bases. Air neutralization of eastern NEW BRITAIN, NEW IRELAND, and 
BOUGAINVILLE continued. 
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No additional reports have been received of land action on GUAM or TINIAN. 

TG’s 58.2 suid 58.4 will rendezvous west of SAIPAN and refuel on 30 July (K); 
other two TG's will refuel on 31 July (K). 

During night 27-28 July (K) night fighters (based on SAIPAN) patrolled over 
GUAM and SAIPAN. On the 28th P-47's (based on SAIPAN) made 129 sorties over TINIAN, 
bombing and strafing enemy troops, coastal gun positions, and ammunition and supply 
dump 8. 


CenPac shore based aircraft on 27 July bombed JALUIT, WOTJE, and TRUK. One 
reconnaissance Ventura heckled NAURU. 

DRUM (SS 228) and BALAO (SS 285), operating off PALAU, in coordinated gun attack 
on 29 July GOT, each sank one motor sampan; both were loaded with Jap Marines. 

PERCH (SS 313) reports 1 small trawler sunk with gunfire on 29 July GCT in 
vicinity of 10-40 N, 125-51 E (E of SIARGAO STRAIT). 

CERO (SS 225) reports sighting NATURI Class CL at 290830 GCT off CAPE SAN 
AUGUSTIN, course 080, speed 27. 

CREVALLE (SS 29l)(SWPA) reports 2 hits in naval auxiliary in northbound convoy 
off CAPE BOLINAO (W Coast LUZON) at 280930 GCT. 

Joint Staff Planners (Washington, D.C.) 271956 (pink) requests views on meeting 
target date 15 November for LEYTE ISLAND by by—passing objectives or by compressing 
intervals between presently contemplated operations. Expresses belief that 1 December 
is latest acceptable target date for LEYTE ISLAND. 

In the AITAPE-WEWAK Area there was active patrolling only by our ground troops 
in the DRINIUMOR RIVER VALLEY. Medium bombers dropped 44 tons of bombs on enemy 
positions S of YAKAMUL, while air and naval patrols attacked supply and defense 
areas eastward to WEWAK. 

On 28 July (K) B-24 *s from 13th AF bombed WOLEAI; 600 100-lb« bombs were drop¬ 
ped on the runway and revetment areas, on taxiways, and on supply areas. 35 B-24's 
on the 28th hit MANOKWARI Airdrome with 32 tons. 24 A-20's attacked enemy bivouac 
areas in the vicinity of BABO; other A-20's conducted a shipping strike along S. 
VOGELKOP. Fighter bombers strafed villages along the GEELVINK BAY shore. C-47's 
flew 71 supply missions to forward bases including 60 to BIAK. 

150 sorties were flown in continuing air neutralization and blookade of eastern 
NEW BRITAIN, NEW IRELAND, and BOUGAINVILLE. Minor strikes were made against AMBON 
and TIMOR. 

29 July 1944 (Oahu date) 

On GUAM, capture of OROTE PENINSULA was completed on afternoon 29 July (K); a 
naval patrol roamed the harbor on night 28-29 July, preventing Japs swimming across 
harbor to the mainland. The port and airfield programs are now in full swing. Else¬ 
where on GUAM, our front lines remain unchanged, activity being limited to patrolling; 
patrols are reaching out to a distance of 2500 yards along the entire front and are 
meeting few enemy. One patrol reached the E central shore without encountering the 
enemy. Much enemy materiel has been captured or destroyed; this includes 37 75-mm 
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Cuns, 20 5 or 6-inch guns, and 15 8-inch guns; 28 Jap tanks have been destroyed, with 
6 others probably destroyed. Captured motor vehicles are being put to good use, 
assisted by 50,000 gallons of captured gasoline. Our casualties as of 291600 (K) 
(probably incomplete): KIA, 918; WIA, 4380; MIA, 324. No count yet of additional 
enemy dead. 

On 30 July (K) our GUAM ground forces limited their activity to patrolling, 
mopping up, and preparing for resumption of the attack at 0630 (K) 31 July; this at¬ 
tack starts the second phase of the GUAM Operation. The attack will be launched from 
present positions with 3rd MarDiv on left (N), and 77th Inf. Div. on right (s); direc¬ 
tion of attack will be to the E. 1st Mar. Prov. Brig, will relieve 77th Inf. Div. of 
defense of Final Beachhead Line in southern area. Patrols which reached the E shore 
at TOGCHA BAY and YLIG BAY reported no enemy contacts. 


Our GUAM casualties to date (probably as of 1800 (K) 29 July): 



UNIT 

KIA 

WIA 

MIA 

TOTAL 

3rd MarDiv 

555 

2650 

138 

3343 

77th Inf.Div. 

51 

277 

1 

329 

1st Prov.Brig. 

331 

1739 

150 

2220 

Corps Arty 

4 

16 


20 

Garrison Trps 

7 

27 

1 

35 

TOTAL 

“5Te 

t m 

T5o 

“5947 

4543 enemy dead have 

been 

counted; 44 prisoners have been taken. 

100 Chamorros entered 

our lines during the 

day; 

their condition was 

good. 



1 TBF landed on the OROTE Airfield on the afternoon of 30 July (K), and took off. 
Pilot reported field satisfactory, except that heavily loaded planes might have diffi¬ 
culty in taking off. 


Our ground troops on TINIAN resumed the attack at 290700 (K), with rapid progress 
on right flank, and somewhat slower progress on left flank; opposition is increasing. 

O Indications are that the enemy main strength has been withdrawn to southern end of 

the island. As of 1800 (K) on the 29th, our line extended from W 6hore to E shore, 

averaging 1500 to 2000 yards in advance of line established on the 28th; the right 
(west) flank is now 1300 yards N of TINIAN TOWN. Our casualties as of 281800 (K): 

KIA, 163; WIA, 512; MIA, 37. There is no recent report on enemy casualties. Swells 
prevented all unloading on the 29th except by DUKWs and LCMs. 1 LST, attempting to 
dock, broached; salvage operations are in progress. 

At 0745 (K) 30 July our TINIAN forces resumed the attack and advanced rapidly 
against increasing opposition, with 4th MarDiv capturing TINIAN TOV/N during the after¬ 
noon. Prisoner of war reports southern tip of TINIAN cluttered by enemy dead. Our 

front line was advanced approximately 2500 yards all along the front; it extends from 
a point on the W shore 400 yards S of TINIAN TCVfN, thence NE to a point on the E shore 
j line 2800 yards S of MASALOG POINT. Heavy swell on landing beaches still hinders un- 
'*** loading, but despite this, good progress with DUKWs and LVTs has prevented supply 

situation from becoming critical. Casualty evacuation by aircraft from USHI POINT 
is underway. Minesweeping continues in AS IGA BAY where 16 moored mines have been 
destroyed. Salvage operations on LST 340 (broached on 29th) are continuing, but 
, prospects are not good. Our casualties as of 1800 (K) 29 July: KIA, 124; WIA, 594; 

MIA, 33. POW's as of same time and date: 181; 494 civilians have been interned. 

There is no recent report on enemy casualties. The attack on 31 July (K) will be 
supported by heavy naval gunfire, aircraft, and artillery support. 
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TG 58.2, having refueled on 30 July (K), proceeds to ENIWETOK on 31 July (K). 

TG 58.4 returns to the MARIANAS Area to continue support of our land operations on 
GUAM and TINIAN. TGs 58.1 and 58.3 which refuel on 31 July (K) will proceed on 1 
August (K) to conduct strikes against IWO JIMA and CHICHI JIMA on the 4th, 5th, and 6th. 

On 29 July (K) TG 58.4 dropped 18 tons of bombs in support of our ground troops 
on GUAM. A squadron of B-25's (which arrived at SAIPAN a few days ago) operated 
against TINIAN in support of our ground forces; P-47's also supported the TINIAN 
operation. 

As yet no report on the SANSAPOR Operation has been received. 

CTF 57 260240 summarizes operations 21-25 July. 

CenPao shore based aircraft on 28 July bombed WOTJE and JALUIT. Heckling strikes 
were made by 2 Navy Landcats against TAROA and MILLE. Two Navy Liberators conducted 
a shipping strike in the TRUK LAGOON where 4 small craft were strafed. 

In the AITAPE-WEWAK Area the situation in the DR IN I TIMOR VALLEY is generally 
quiet with our patrols and artillery continuing to inflict casualties upon the enemy. 

The count of enemy dead in the AFUA TRACK Area is steadily mounting. Our medium and 
light bombers in support of ground forces attacked supply dumps and communication 
routes from the HARECH RIVER to WEWAK expending over 37 tons of bombs. Air and naval 
patrols along the coast destroyed 2 fuel-laden barges and damaged others. 

On 28 July (K) 10 B-24's struck BOELA where fires wore started among installa¬ 
tions and in dispersal areas. Also on the 28th, 7 B-24's bombed MOEMI drome, and 4 
others hit the AAOAN and OTAWARI dromes. On the 29th (K) 24 B-24's heavily attacked 
WOLEAI, while 6 others bombed PINGELAP. On the 30th, B-24's again hit WOLEAI, dropping 
110 100-lb. bombs on supply areas. Heavy bombers struck the UTAROM (W NEW GUINEA) dis¬ 
persal area, starting several large fires. 4 B-25's bombed and strafed villages along 
E coast of MOROTAI ISLAND; 4 others destroyed buildings and an oil derrick at CAPE 
KARAKRA (McCLUER GULF); 9 others made shipping strikes in the VOGELKOP Area. C-47’s 
flew 68 supply missions to BIAK, 4 to N0EMF00R, and 6 to other forward bases. There 
was a continuation of air neutralization and blockade of E NEW BRITAIN, NEW IRELAND, 
and BOUGAINVILLE. 



30 July (Oahu date) 

There are no additional reports on the MARIANAS Operation. 

Com7thFlt reports that SVJP forces made unopposed landing at SANSAPOR on 30 July 
(E Longitude date) and that operation is proceeding according to plan. 

The OROTE Airfield will be ready for operation on 4 August (K). 

On 29 July 25 B-24's (under CTF 59) hit ETAN airfield, and bombed the town and 
waterfront areas on DUBLON ISLAND; 74^ ton6 were dropped; of 4 to 7 Jap interceptors, 
1 was destroyed, 1 probably destroyed, and 2 damaged; 4 of our planes were damaged, 

3 by AA fire, and 1 by enemy fighter. 

HAMMERHEAD (SS 364), operating LUZON STRAIT, reports sinking 8600-ton passenger 
freighter and damaging or sinking 2 small AK's. Sank with gunfire 80-ton Sampan patrol 
craft. 
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o BASHAW (SS 241)(SWPA) summarizes 2nd war patrol; 1 medium AP damaged by 1 hit, 

possibly 2 others, at 250224 OCT June in vicinity of TALAUD ISLAND. 


In the AITAPE-WEWAK. Ai a active patrolling continues along the DRINIUMOR Line. 

© Ground forces continue to mop up scattered enemy parties west of the river. Cumulative 
reports from front line units list a further 1,386 known enemy dead in the area; total 
enemy oasualties to date are 3,951 killed and 54 capturod. Medium units, attack planes, 
and fighter bombers in support of ground troops dropped 55 tons on enemy concentrations 
south of YAKAMUL and supply lines eastward to WEWAK. Air and naval patrols damaged 
two barges and wrecked several motor vehicles. 



On 30 July (K) B-24 's hit BOELA (CERAM) for the third straight day, with results 
unreported. 12 P-39's hit barge traffic and bombed IDORE VILLAGE in GEELVINK BAY area; 
other P-39's strafed enemy concentrations at SAORI VILIAGE on E coast of BIAK ISLAND. 

6 A-20's, 1 B-25, and 10 P-47's hit targets in the V0GELK0P Area. Air neutralization 
and blockade of E NEW BRITAIN, NEW IRELAND, and BOUGAINVILLE continued. 

On 29 July 2 PV's from FAV/ 4 made an armed reconnaissance over the KURILES; 1 FV 
over S FARAMUSHIRU, the other over SHIHUSHU. 



31 July (Oahu date) 


O 


Our GUAM assault forces on 31 July (K) carried out their attack as planned, 
and by 1800(K) had cut completely across the island to PAGO POINT, meeting practically 
no opposition; our line extends from PAGO POINT, thence NW and N to the N shore line 
at a point about 1400 yards E of AGANA. Patrols operating through southern half of 
the island have encountered only small scattered enemy patrols or stragglers. Naval 
gunfire support groups are now operating on both sides of the island. No recent 
report of our casualties has been received. 6,205 enemy dead have been counted. 701 
civilians entered our lines during the day; 775 are now being oared for. 

At 0700(K) 1 August our GUAM assault forces resumed the attack toward the 
north, with no opposition. As of 1200 our line had advanced all along the front; the 
left (N) flank was advanced 300 yards, and the right (e) flank 1000 yards. Our 
patrols operate well to the front. 77th Div artillery (less 1 bn.) will move to 
PAGO BAY area during the afternoon. Unloading in APRA HARBOR was begun; PITI BEACH 
was being used. 




By 1800(H) 1 August our lines had made a further advance; the left (N) flank 
advanced 900 yards, and the right (E) flank advanced 4200 yards; the total advance 
for the day was 1200 yards on the left (N) and 5200 yards on the right (e). Mopping 
up on OROTE PENINSULA was completed, and is now in progress in the southern part 
of the island. 6773 enemy dead have been buried. 1900 additional Chamorros sought 
safety within our lines. Large concentrations of enemy reported and observed in the 
SANTA ROSA area (NE section of island). Chamorro report indicates from 10,000 to 
12,000 enemy in that area and badly demoralized. They are being hit by naval gunfire 
and naval bombing. 




Our TINIAN assault forces resumed the attack at 0830 (K) 31 July; the attack 
was preceded by 2jr hours of naval gunfire and air preparation; the advance was slow 
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againat moderate opposition and extremely difficult terrain. By 1800(K) a general 
advance of about 2000 yards had been made. Enemy troops (estimated by a PCW as 
2600 effectives remaining) are reported dug in along the high ground which faces 
our front line, and are possibly preparing for a counterattack. Unloading diffi¬ 
culty continues, owing to the swell condition. Sweeping of dose approaches to 
TINIAN HARBOR found no mines. There are many mines on landing beaches. As of 
1800(K) 31 July our casualties: KIA, 140; WIA, 632; MIA, 31. Enemy casualties 
reported as 2800 killed. 909 civilians have been interned. 

On TINIAN during night 31 July—1 August (K) the enemy made numerous small 
covinterattacks along the left (E) of our lines; an estimated 300 Japs were killed. 
Progress throughout the day was satisfactory against light to moderate resistance 
and difficult terrain. Weather forced stoppage of all unloading on the two north¬ 
ern beaches (original landing beaches), but the supply situation remains satisfac¬ 
tory. LOT'8 commenced unloading on beaches at pier and on beaches in TINIAN TOWN 
during the afternoon. General unloading of garrison force will start on the 2nd. 
Clearing of large number of hulks from beaches and piers inside harbor has been 
started. Minesweeping of harbor completed with negative results. Harbor provides 
excellent anchorage for small craft, including LCT's and probably LST’s. 

Our TINIAN front line extends from SW shoreline (900 yards NW of LALO POINT) 
to NE shoreline (2000 yards N of MARGO POINT), being from 200 to 300 yards from 
the S and SE shoreline. Our casualties: KIA, 172; WIA, 904; MIA, 31. 1980 of 

the enemy have been buried to date, with many remaining unburied. 2272 civilians 
have been interned. 

Unfavorable weather has interfered with y rearming of TG 58.1, and may delay 
the scheduled strikes against IWO JIMA,on August 4, 5, and 6 (K). 

TG 58.4 continued with support of GUAM forces on 1 August (K). 38 sorties 
were sent over target area on call strikes, and 9.5 tons of bombs and 28 rockets 
were expended. 

13 C-47's are now available on ISLEY FIELD (SAIPAN) for supply missions. 2 
trips will be made daily to TINIAN, and later to GUAM when the fields are operable. 

CenPac shore based aircraft on 30 July sent 3 B-24's against TRUK Atoll. 
Heckling operations were directed against TAROA, JALUIT, and MILLE; weather hamper¬ 
ed operations. JALUIT was also hit by 2 B-25's in a low-level attack. 12 other 
B-25*s bombed PONAPE. 

MINGO (SS 26l)(SWPA) summarizes 4th war patrol; sank fleet type 1700-ton DD 
on 3 July with 3 hits in area 120 miles WSW from MANILA BAY. 

PERMIT (SS 178) reports at 010945 GCT August one 800-ton AK sunk off YAP 
with 1 torpedo set at 5 feet. 

7500 troops of 1st U.S. Inf landed at SANSAPOR on morning 30 July (K). By 
H/3 hours all D-Day objectives had been attained; 20 minutes later the command 
post was established ashore. Close support wbb provided by 1 CA, 2 CL's, and 9 DDs 
CinC SWPA comments on this operation: 
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"W© have seized the coastal area of SANSAPOR, and the nearby islands of AMSTERDAM 
and MIDDLEBURG, at the western tip of DUTCH NEW GUINEA* nearly two hundred miles 
beyond NOEMFOOR and slightly more than six hundred miles southeast of the PHILIP¬ 
PINES. The movement was undetected by the enemy and little opposition has as yet 
developed. The operation was an amphibious one, the ground troops acting in co¬ 
ordination with naval and air forces. The enemy base at MANOKWARI, the pivot of 
the defenses of the VOGELKOP PENINSULA is now bypassed and useless. Its garrison 
fifteen thousand strong, composed of elements of the 35 division, base and service 
troops, commanded by Lt. General Ikeda, is now isolated with its only possible 
escape route to the south over hazardous terrain of swamp and jungle. Our air 
bases are now established from MILNE BAY along the entire coast of NEW GUINEA. 

The enemy is no longer able to operate in this area, either by air or sea, beyond 
the HALMAHERA-PHILIPPINE line which is the main defense cover for his conquered 
empire in the southwest Pacific. Should this line go, all of his conquests south 
of CHINA will be imperiled and in grave danger of flank envelopment." 

In the DRINIUMOR Valley the situation remains unchanged. Our attack planes 
and light bombers struck bivouacs and supply depots to the east starting fires. 

Air and naval patrols harassed coastal traffic destroying 3 barges, damaging 
others and wrecking trucks. 

On 30 July (F.) 2 enemy bombers attacked NOEMFOOR; damage was minor. 

On 31 July (K) 11 B-24s from 13th AF hit WOLEAI with 84 500-lb bombs, and 
20 100-lb bombs; 50% of bombs reported in target areas. Navy bombers struok 
GALELA dispersal areas, destroying several enemy planes and damaging others. P-39s 
bombed and strafed FEGUN VILLAGE on MAPLA ISLAND; others attacked MIOS wharf on 
GEELVINK BAY. 2 B-24 b damaged the BOELA airfield. PB4Ys attacked shipping in the 
HALMAHERA-TALAUD ISLAND area. C-47s completed 27 supply missions, including 21 
to BIAK and 1 to NOEMFOOR. 



1 August (Oahu date) 

On 2 August (K) our GUAM assault forces made a substantial advance all along 
the front, averaging about 2400 yards. Enemy resistance in the BARRIGADA Area 
was quickly overcome. Our line extends from E edge of TUMON (6000 yds. NE of 
AGANA), thence S and SE to the shore line at a point 2600 yards NE of FABIAN POINT; 
this places the TIYAN Airfield in our possession. CTF 53 considers that PHASE I 
(securing Final Beachhead Line) and PHASE III (occupation of southern part of the 
island) are now complete. Heavy swells continue to hinder unloading, but it goes 
forward in the harbor, the development of which is progressing according to sched¬ 
ule. Our casualties to date: KIA, 1022; W1A, 4946; MIA, 305. 7419 enemy dead 

have been counted. 

CTF 52 announced that all organized resistance on TINIAN ceased at 1855 (K) 

1 August, but that mopping up continues. On the 2nd our troops were engaged in 
mopping up enemy pockets, and cleaning out caves and ravines on southern tip of 
TINIAN. The public address system was proving effective in inducing civilians to 
come out of hiding; a captured census reveals 16,030 civilians on the island in 
April. Thus far, 2468 civilians have been interned. Total enemy dead, as of 
1800(F) 1 August, estimated as 4858; 2075 have been buried. Our own casualties 
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as of 1800 (k) 2 Augusts KIA, 208; WIA, 1121; MIA, 32. The weather continues un¬ 
satisfactory for unloading over exposed beaches. Minesweeping continues inside 
the 200-fathom curve; completion estimated by 2 August (K)*2000 garrison personnel 
put ashore from AP's off TINIAN TOWN by use of LCT's. 

CTF 52 reports that mopping up of SAIPAN continues, and that during the past 
24 hours fending at 1800(K) 2 August) 147 Jap soldiers had been killed. Since the 
cessation of organized enemy resistance on 9 July (k) an average of 50 Japs had 
been killed each day. Intensive clean up operations are now in progress, and are 
expected to clear up all remnants of the e-tie™. 

On 1 August (&) 50 planes were used to batter the enemy forces in the MT. 
SANTA ROSA Area. On the 2nd TG 58.4 flew 32 sorties against GUAM; 12 tons of 
bombs and 47 rockets were expended. 

CTF 51 directs that beginning on 3 August (K) land planes (less heavy bomber 
groups) on SAIPAN under CTF 59 will: (a) Provide day fighter cover for forces at 
SAIPAN and TINIAN; (B) Provide night fighter cover for forces at SAIPAN, TINIAN, 
and GUAM; (C) Neutralize enemy air bases on PAGAN and ROTA as directed by CTF 59 
(ADVON); (D) Support our troop operations and provide photo missions on GUAM under 
local control of CTF 53; (E) Provide logistic support and carriage of personnel 
and freight between SAIPAN, TINIAN, and GUAM. 

The ROTA airfield remains inoperable. 

TG 58.1 and TG 58.3 are enroute to BONINS; strikes will probably be one 
day later than originally scheduled. 

OROTE airfield has 5000 feet of runway in usable condition. 

CenPac shore based aircraft on 31 July heavily bombed TRUK and NAURU. 1 
Navy landcat harrassed MILLE and JALUIT. 4 PV's bombed MILLE, while 2 medium 
bombers hit WOTJE. 

Lieutenant General RICHARDSON assumed duties of COMGENPOA on 1 August. 

STEELHEAD (SS 280) and PARCHE (SS 384) made coordinated attack on S-bound 
convoy at 301912 GCT June in position 19-02 N, 120-56 E (off N Coast of LUZON). 
STEELHEAD sank 1 AK, and damaged 1 AO, 1 AP, and 1 AK. PARCHE sank 1 AP, 2 AO^, 
and 1 AP or 1 AK. 

PADDLE (SS 263)(SVJPA) summarizes 4th war patrol. Operating CELEBES SEA - 
DAVAO GULF Area, sank 1 DD MINEKAZE Class and damaged 1 7500-ton AK. 

Our forces 'are expanding their positions in the SANSAPOR Area where we now 
control 10 miles of coast line. 

Our ground forces in the lower DRINIUMOR VALLEY have crossed the river on a 
two and a half mile front and are driving eastward through the jungle. An earlier 
night clash is reported in the AFUA Sector while an additional 409 enemy dead have 
been counted. Our medium, attack, and light bombers expended 35 tons on rear areas 
bombing troop concentrations and supply lines as far east as the SEPIK RIVER. Air 
patrols and light naval units destroyed 9 trucks. 
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On 1 August (K) 11 B-24* s bombed WOLEAI. NAMLEA was hit by 15 B-24»s. 

Strikes were made against CERAM (11 B-24‘s) and FLORES ISLAND (25 B-25’s). 1 B-24 

heckled PALAU. Medium bombers attacked targets in the VOGELKOP Area. C-47's flew 
76 supply missions to forward bases, including 50 to BIAK. Air neutralization 
and blockade of E NEW BRITAIN, NEW IRELAND, and BOUGAINVILLE continued. 

On night 31 July - 1 August (K) 2 enemy bombers dropped 10 to 12 bombs on 
OWI ISLAND, killing 9 and wounding 15. 



2 August (Oahu date) 


On 3 August (K) our TINIAN troops conducted mopping up operations against 
scattered enemy groups in caves and ravines. Improved weather conditions per¬ 
mitted effective unloading operations. Formal flag-raising ceremony held at 
1500 (K) 3 August. Reembarkation of assault units for return commences 4 August 
(K). Latest estimate of enemy dead is 5,334; 2,683 have been buried; increasing 
numbers are reported committing suicide. 53 Prisoners have been taken. Our 
troops report numerous cases of Jap military refusing to permit surrender of 
civilians, and several cases in which civilians have been killed by troops, 
rather than permit their surrender. 3,973 civilians have been interned. POW 
reports indicate that both Vice Admiral KAKUTA (Com 1st Air Fit) and Colonel 
OGATA (Regimental Commander) were killed by artillery fire on 24 July (K). 

As of 1800 (K) 3 August our casualties: KIA, 235; WIA, 1310; MIA, 27. 

Our GUAM forces on 3 August (K) advanced nearly 2 miles all along the front, 
bringing the important road junction of FINEGAYAN within our lines. 3d MarDiv 
began to encounter resistance; 77th InfDiv advanced against increasing resistance. 
OROTE Airfield is now suitable for all type planes; land plane shuttle service 
with SAIPAN has been instituted. Swells are subsiding, and unloading has acceler¬ 
ated. Our casualties to date: KIA, 1058; WIA, 5066; MIA, 306. Enemy dead 
oounted, 7,893; POW's, 68. 7,000 civilians now being cared for within our lines. 

IsCom SAIPAN reports that successful mopping up operations continue on 
SAIPAN. The 27th InfDiv is sweeping the area NE of an E-W line through GARAPAN. 
For the 24-hour period ending 1800 (K) 2 August 145 Jap soldiers were killed 
(previously reported); during the same period 6 prisoners were taken, 40 civilians 
were killed and 51 were interned. 

CTF 58 reports that strike against BONINS will adhere to original schedule 
(4,5,6 Aug. (K)). 

On 2 August (K) shore based aircraft (from SAIPAN) hit PAGAN with unreported 
results. On the 3rd TG 58.4 hit GUAM in support of our ground troops; areas at¬ 
tacked were SW of MT. SANTA ROSA, and in the NE tip of the island; 19 tons of 
bombs and 77 rockets were expended. 

CenPac shore based aircraft on 1 August attacked PONAPE, WOTJE, TAROA, and 
JALUIT. 

TARPON (SS 175), operating off TRUK, reports at 030950 GCT 1 fishing boat 
probably sunk and 3 patrol boats damaged, all by gunfire. 
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BONEFISH (SS 223)(ST7PA) operating SULU SEA reports 
GOT June. 


1 tanker sunk at 300100 


Our ground forces at SANSAPOR are expanding and consolidating their positions. 
12 enemy have been killed. Medium bombers attacked BIRA VILLAGE on the northern 
shore of MACCLUER GULF, and sank 2 coastal vessels at islands off the western 
coast. 


Mopping up operations continue on BLAK and NOEMFOOR. 


Another enemy attempt to turn our AFTJA flank has been repulsed while our 
forces in the coastal sector cleared the area one mile east of the DRINIUMOR RIVER. 
Enemy casualties in all sectors were heavy. Medium and light bombers continue 
to disrupt the enemy lines of communication attacking bivouacs, supply dumps, 
and coastal installations. Light naval units shelled bivouacs and sank or damaged 
four barges. 


On 2 August (K) 19 B-24's hit YAP Airdrome with 535 100-lb. bombs; excellent 
results were reported; 2 planes were believed destroyed on the runway and 2 in 
revetments; 20 unidentified planes were observed on the ground; there was no 
interception. 24 A-20's bombed NABIRE. 2 B-25's made a shipping strike at CERAM. 
C-47’8 flew 76 supply missions including 60 to BIAK. 


3 August (Oahu date) 



Our GUAM assault forces on 4 August (K) continued the attack to the north. 

Progress was slight on left (w) of line, but furthered our control of road junc¬ 

tions around FINEGAYAN. The right of our line advanced 1200 yards against light 
opposition. The farthest advance - 2800 yards - was made in the center of the 
zone of action. Garrison aircraft of Marine Air Group 21 landed on OROTE FIELD 

from the SANTEE (CVE) which then entered the harbor to discharge personnel and 

equipment. Unloading has accelerated owing to better sea conditions; the harbor 
is being worked to limit of its present capacity which is being expanded as rapidly 
as possible. Our casualties to date: KIA, 1091; V/IA, 5211; MIA, 316. 7945 enemy 

dead have been counted; 71 prisoners have been taken. 

Our troops on TINIAN on 4 August (K) were still engaged in mopping up opera¬ 
tions. Enemy troops are reported changing into civilian clothing and mingling 
with civilians. Plans are progressing for withdrawal and rehabilitation of as¬ 
sault troops. Unloading was satisfactory during the day with a pontoon causeway 
being installed; an LST docked at the causeway during the afternoon. Our casual¬ 
ties to date: KIA, 262; V/IA, 1399; MIA, 25. An estimated 5734 of the enemy have 
been killed. 7964 civilians have beon interned. 

On SAIPAN final mopping up continues with 168 enemy troops killed and an 
additional 91 captured during the 24-hour period ending at 1800 (K) 4 August. 

TG 58.4 on 4 August (K) supported our ground forces on GUAM concentrating 
against targets in the northern part of the island. 33 sorties were flown and 
10.6 tons of bombs and 76 rockets were expended; numerous targets were strafed. 

CenPac Shore based aircraft on 2 August hit NAURU with 3 Venturas. 3 land- 
cats harassed TAROA, V/OTJE, and MILLE. 
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3 August ( Oahu date - Cont'd) ^ HQ USEUCOM 

SHARK (SS 314) on lifeguard station N of IWO JIMA reports at 040741 GOT 
the rescue of pilot and radioman of LEXINGTON Air Group. 

GATO (SS 212) reported 4 AK, 4 escort convoy position 27-40 N, 141-48 E 
(40 miles NW of CHICHI JBLA) course 300, speed 6, was being attacked by our planes 
at 040445 GCT; 1 damaged ship was streaming oil. At 041230 OCT GATO reported that 
this convoy was being well taken care of by our planes and surface force. 

Our ground forces at SANSAPOR report an entire group surrender of 92 of the 
enemy, bringing the total number of prisoners to 126. 

In the AITAPE-WEWAK Area 4 separate enemy attacks on our AFUA flank positions 
have failed. Point-blank artillery, mortar and raachinegun fire was followed by 
consecutive waves of enemy in suicidal charges on a narrow front attempting to 
penetrate our position. Heavy casualties were inflicted with an additional 602 
enemy dead biiried by our troops and the entire battle area littered with abandoned 
and uncounted enemy bodies. Our medium and light bombers, continuing the daily 
destruction of enemy rear areas, dropped 46 tons of bombs on bivouacs, supply 
dumps and assembly sectors. Natives report enemy casualties and damage in his 
rear to be assuming alarming proportions. 

CinC SWPA reports enemy killed to date: at NOEMFOOR, 970; at BIAK, 3851; at 
WAKDE, 3252; at HOLLANDIA, 3650. At the above places 1330 captives have been 
taken; this figure includes 400 Formosans taken at N0MF00R, but nationalities 
of other captives was not given. 

On 3 August (K) 12 B-24's bombed WOLEAI. 13th AF raided YAP on 3 August (K) 
with 11 B-24's with unobserved results; single B-24*s from this force hit SOROL 
and FALIK ISLANDS with unobserved results. AH heavy strikes scheduled by 5th AF 
were cancelled owing to unfavorable weather. Despite poor weather C-47's flew 65 
supply missions to forward bases. Air neutralization and blockade of E NEW BRITAIN, 
NEW IRELAND, and BOUGAINVILLE continued. 

4 August (Oahu date) 

Our GUAM forces on 5 August (K) continued the attack to the north; 77th Inf 
Div advanced nearly 3 miles up the east coast on the extreme right of their line? 
the left of the line made a general advance averaging 1200 yards; no advance was 
reported in the center of the line. During night 4-5 August (K) an enemy platoon 
identified as naval counterattacked unsuccessfully; 11 enemy dead were left behind. 
Personnel and equipment for MAG 21 has been unloaded; this together with supplies 
and material already ashore completes basic elements needed for military air opera¬ 
tions. Our casualties to date: KIA, 1107; WIA, 5286; MIA, 330. 22,000 civilians 

are now within our lines; 17,000 are in camps and 5,000 are at their former homes. 
8,129 enemy dead have been counted. 

TINIAN troops continued on 5 August (K) with mopping up operations, reorganiz¬ 
ing, and reembarking assault elements of 4th MarDiv. Unloading of garrison ship¬ 
ping and reloading of assault troops are progressing satisfactorily. Our casualties 
to date: KIA, 277; WIA, 1491; MIA, 26. 5,124 enemy bodies have been buried to 

date; 178 prisoners have been taken. 8,491 civilians have been interned. 
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4 August (Oahu date;-continued- 

Our SAIPAN troops report that since 15 July a total of 1,748 Jap soldiers 
have been killed and 159 captured; 850 civilians have been killed or interned. 

TG 58.4 on 5 August (K) continued to support our ground forces on GUAM. 79 
sorties were flown, and 7-g tons of bombs and 62 rockets were expended. On night 
4-5 August (K) 4 PB4Ys harassed WO JIMA, CHICHI JIMA and HAHA JIMA; one plane was 
damaged and one is 5 hours overdue. A PB4Y from 13th AF heckled ANGAUR. 

CTF 57 010320 summarizes operations 26-31 July inclusive. 

CenPac shore based aircraft on 3 August hit WOTJE with 57 Corsairs and TRUK 
with 27 B-24s. 

STERLET (SS392) operating north of BONINS reports at 051015 GCT with 3 hits 
disintegrated a small AK. Submarine has one prisoner aboard. 

COPIA (SS245) operating north of BONINS reports at 042165 GCT with one hit 
sank a 500-ton patrol vessel loaded with marines. 

BARBEL (SS316) operating EAST CHINA SEA reports at 051412 GCT sinking 1 AK. 

TAUTOG (SS199) operating EMPIRE Waters reports sinking one 200 ton coastal 
vessel on 18 July and one small AK on 2 August. 

CominCh A CNO 042050 establishes 1st Carrier Task Force Pacific and 2nd 
Carrier Task Force Pacific. 

On morning 3 August (K) one of our Infantry Battalions landed on north coast 
of BIAK at KORIM BAY; landing was supported by PT boats and was made without 
opposition. 

CinCSWPA reports that from MANOKWARI, from NABIRE, and from all his strong¬ 
holds in GEELVINK BAY and the upper VOGELKOP, the enemy is in full retreat. He is 
apparently withdrawing towards the south and west in the hope of ultimate evacua¬ 
tion of his troops from Western NEW GUINEA. The natural difficulties of the move¬ 
ment are great and with the added hazards of our ground, naval and air activities 
his losses at best cannot fail to be calamitous. The practical effectiveness of 
the 2nd Japanese Army, commanded by General Teshima, which was charged with the 
defense of DUTCH NEW GUINEA, is rapidly approaching an end. Our losses continue 
to be negligible. 

In the AITAPE-WEVTAK area our ground forces are exploring to the south and 
east. Medium, attack and light bombers and light naval craft bombed and strafed 
assembly areas supply dumps and communication routes, expending over 30-tons of 
bombs« 

On 4 August (K) 24 B-24s from 13th AF bombed YAP; there was no enemy inter¬ 
ception. 2 groups of B-24s from 5th AF bombed BOELA (CERAM). 1 B-25 damaged 10 
small boats and one lugger off AMBOINA. 4 B-25s bombed and strafed west VOGELKOP 
oil centers. 2 B-24s hit MITI airdrome on H AT.MA HERA. 12 A-20s bombed and strafed 
NABIRE airdrone. 3 P-39s strafed installations on MAPIA ISLAND while 5 B-25s 
bombed north BIAK. C-47s flew 66 supply missions to forward bases including 29 to 
N0EMF00R and 21 to BIAK. 
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5 August (Oahu date) 

Results 30NINS Strike by TG's 58.1 and 58.3, 4 and 5 August (K). 





(l) Damage to Enemy Shipping:- 


Assessment By Air Forces 

By Surface Forces 

Total 

Sunk 4 AK's (4000- 

5000 T Ea.), 

3 ODD’S (or DE’s) 

4 barges. 

1 DD (New typo), 

1 AK (4000-5000 |), 
,1 ODD (or DE), 1 
Sampan, 1 small 

AO, 5 barges, 2 
small ships. 

5 AK's (4000-5000 T 
Ea.), 4 ODD’s (or DE%) 
1 DD (New type), 1 
Sampan, 1 small AO, 9 
barges, 2 small ships. 

Probably 

3 Luggers, 2 

3 Luggers, 2 

Sunk 

small AK's 

small AK's 

Possibly 

1 CL (3-stack) 

1 CL (3-stack) 

Sunk 

Damaged 1 ODD (or DE), 

1 Landing Ship, 

1 ODD (or DE), 1 

1 DE, 1 SC, 2 

1 Lugger, 2 Sam- 

DE, 1 SC, 2 small 

small AK's, 3 

pans, 5 barges 

AK's, 5 Sampans, 

Sampans, 3 Lug- 

(2 loaded with 

4 Luggers, 3 Landing 

gers, 2 Landing 

personnel). 

Ships, 1 small inter- 

Ships, 1 small 


island steamer, 10 

inter-island 


Barges (2 loaded with 

steamer, 5 barges 

• 

personnel). 

(2) Damage to Enemy Air Force:- 

Planes destroyed airborne: 

6 


Planes destroyed on ground: 

7 


Planes damaged on ground: 

5 


(3) Damage to Our Force:- 

Planes lost: 

16 


Pilots lost: 

12 


Air Crewmen lost: 

7 



Our GUAM assault forces on 6 August (K), pivoting on the right flank and executing 
awheeling movement, made a substantial advance against stiffening opposition which 
centered mostly along roads where many strong defensive positions were encountered and 
reduced. Our line advanced 4500 yards on the west flank, and 2600 yards in the center, 
2 enemy tanks and 9 field guns were destroyed by our ground forces. 1st Marine Pro¬ 
visional Brigade completed movement into assembly area preparatory to taking position 
on the left of the line (there is no statement to indicate that 3rd MarDiv is to be 
withdrawn; owing to the lengthening line, it may be contemplated that 1st Marine Pro¬ 
visional Brigade take position on left of 3rd MarDiv). Our casualties to date include 
1,119 killed in action (wounded and missing not reported), 8,622 enemy dead have been 
counted. 



A 6,000-foot runway is now available on ISLEY FIELD (SAIPAN). 
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TG 58.4 on 6 August (K) continued support of our GUAM assault forces; 95 sorties 
were flown and 18 tons of bombs and 205 rockets were expended. 

CenPac shore based aircraft on 4 August bombed JALUIT, NAURU, WOTJE, and PONAPE. 

2 landcats harassed WOTJE, TAROA, and MILLE. 1 Navy B-24 harassed WAKE. 

GATO (SS 212), on lifeguard station off BONINS, reports at 061203 GCT rescued 

3 downed pilots from TF 58. 

CinC SWPA reports that in the AITAPE-WEVTAK Area our forces east of the DRINIUMOR 
RIVER are pressing down from the north. 441 additional enemy dead were overrun in 
the movement. Medium, attack, and fighter bombers supporting our ground units dropped 
52 tons of bombs on eastward assembly areas and supply dumps. Air and naval patrols 
blockaded the coast. The completely integrated teamwork of naval surface craft, aerial 
bombing and strafing attacks, over the past weeks, has resulted in a systematic de¬ 
struction of the enemy's lines of communication. The sinking of a constantly shrinking 
number of barges, the destruction by direct hits of truck columns, roads, and bridges, 
the burning and firing of supply dumps have undoubtedly been contributing factors to 
his tactical failure to deliver a successful combined and coordinated attack. His 
main staging and bivouac areas from DAGUA to BUT, MATAPAU, MARUBIAN, and YAKAMTJL pre¬ 
sent a picture of attrition and disaster in his rear. It is estimated that 20,000 of 
his force have been employed on this perilous line of communication, with heavy person¬ 
nel losses. 


On 5 August (k) 23 B-24's again heavily bombed YAP without enemy interception. 

On night 5-6 August (K) 2 enemy planes raided KORNASOREN Area on N0EMF00R without dam¬ 
age; an enemy bomber which preceded these 2 was shot dorm over N0MF00R by our night 
fighters; on the same night 1 enemy plane unsuccessfully attacked south of BIAK a re¬ 
turning echelon; a single enemy plane bombed MCKMER without damage. In the strike by 
2 groups of B-24's against BOELA, 1 of our B-24's was shot down ty AA fire; 7 airborne 
fighters refused to attack. On morning 4 August (K) the RABAUL Area was hit by 105 
aircraft; 30 B-25's raided OHOISEUL BAY as fighters harassed BUKA and KAVIENG. 


6 August (Oahu date) 



Our GUAM assault forces on 7 August (K) continued their Attack to the north. 

A substantial advance was made all along the front and the enemy occupied area was 
reduced by l/3. YIGO which controls the road net in the north east part of the 
island was captured at 1300 (K); with it were captured stocks of food and ammunition 
and 23 pieces of transportation; most of the heavily fortified positions that were 
taken during the day were encountered in the vicinity of YIGO. Now included within 
our line is a large enemy grave yard showing evidence of recent mass burials. 1st 
MarProvBrig has taken position on the left of our line; both divisions and the bri¬ 
gade are abreast. On the extreme right (E) an advance of 1600 yards was made; in the 
center the advance was 6000 yards; on the left (W) flank of the line reported (the 
left of the line ended at a point 4000 yards from the west shore line; no report 
indicates front line held by 1st MarProvBrig) an advance of 4000 yards^mlide. Our 
casualties to date: KIA, 1128; WIA, 5373; MIA, 331. 8833 enemy dead have been 

counted. 


Reembarkation of assault elements of 4th MarDiv and transfer of units of 2nd 
MarDiv to SAIPAN continues; unloading of garrison troops and equipment proceeds con¬ 
currently. Loading of 4 transports with Corps and 4th MarDiv personnel has been 
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6 August (Oahu date)-continued- 

completed. Our casualties on TINIAN as of 1800 (K) 7 August: KIA, 291; WIA, ll|^. 
MIA, 24, 5527 enemy have been buried. 9703 civilians have been interned. 178 

prisoners have been taken. 

TG 58.1 and 58.3 are now enroute ENIWETOK. TG 58.7 is refueling. TG 58.4 
remains in support of our assault forces in the MARIANAS. TG 58.4 on 7 August (K) 
flew 46 sorties over the target area in support or our GUAM assault forces. 18 tons 
of bombs were dropped on enemy concentrations and defense installations in the 
northern part of the island. 

CenPac shore based airoraft on 5 August executed a heavy photo reconnaissance 
over TRUK; 8 Navy and 3 Army photo Liberators, with 10 strike Liberators of Group 1, 
FAW 2, participated; 2 of 8-12 enemy interceptors were shot down; 2 of our planes 
were damaged. Harassing strikes were made against PONAPE and NAURU. 

GABILAN (SS252) operating Empire waters reports sinking Jap DD early morning 
17 July ten miles NW of ZENIZU with 1 hit. 

Richardson 012336Z (pink) recommends category of defense for HAWAII, upon 
successful completion of MARIANAS operation, be set as Category B, in accordance 
with paragraph 31 B, "Joint Action of the Army and the Navy" with certain additional 
specifications. 

ComSoPac 020435 (pink) recommends dates on which RNZAF squadrons will become 
available to report to CinCSWPA, and discusses logistic support. 

Richardson 050457Z (pink) states that in view of ultimate necessity of com¬ 
pletely occupying FORMOSA, there is a need in P0A for one Army Corps Headquarters 
in addition to the XXIV Corps presently assigned. 

GHQ SWPA 050910 (pink) opposes an establishment of arbitrary date of 1 Sept 
for termination of transfer of array troops from SoPac to SoWesPac. 

CinCPOA 061023 (pink) answers queries as to contemplated employment of A and 
B divisions after arrival in P0A. 

CominCh & CN0 061447 (pink) approves ComSoPac 020435 (pink). 

CinCPOA 070116 (pink) passes CinCPOA 240957 June (pink); requests that any 
divergent views concerning concept of GRANITE II operations for which CinCPOA is 
responsible be submitted to CinCPOA. 

CinCSWPA reports that in the SANSAPOR area statements from prisoners of war 
and from friendly natives, substantiating our own air observations^ emphasize the con¬ 
fusion and dislocation in the rear areas of the Second Japanese Army; the enemy 
apparently expected an attack at MAN0KWARI and had thoroughly prepared an elaborate 
defense system. When the enemy’s defenses were by-passed and enveloped by the 
unsuspected landing at SANSAPOR, his main coastal communications were cut and he has 
been thrown back upon the jungle.Jn his effort to extricate himself, his forces are 
reported in a state bordering on demoralization. This operation can now be regarded 
as completed. 
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Authority: E012958, as amended 
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In the AITAPE-WEWAK area our attack force east of the DRINIOMOR RIVER contin¬ 
ued itB advance southward and reached and cut the main AFUA-HARECH RIVER trail 
which has been the principal enemy supply route. Our maneuver threatens to isolate 
the enemy forces in the AFUA area and west thereof. The toll of enemy casualties 
is rising. The total of oounted dead, largely from his combat infantry, is now 
5935, and includes only those abandoned outside of his lines. 

YAP was again hit on 6 August (K) by 23 B-24s; there was no enemy interception. 
4 other B-24s bombed WOLEAI with unobserved results. The phosphate plant on FAIS 
ISLAND was bombed by 4 B-24s. The north coast of CERAM was attacked by 7 B-25s. 
B-24s made a shipping strike in the HALMAHERA area where one AX was sunk and one 
escort was strafed. On a shipping strike south of CERAM 4 B-25s sank one AX and 
one lugger. On 5 August (X) 63 RAAF P—40s operated in close support of our ground 
troops at SANSAPOR. The usual heavy strikes by medium,attack and fighter bombers 
were made in the AITAPE-WEWAX area. Heavy strikes were also made in continuation 
of the air neutralization and blockade of east NEW BRITAIN, NEW IRELAND and BOUGAIN¬ 


VILLE 



7 August (Oahu date) 


Our GUAM forces on 8 August (x) continued the attack to the north. By 1800 (x) 
the enemy had been driven into the extreme northeastern part of the island; a thrust 
by the center of our line has driven a wedge which practically divides the enemy 
remnants into 2 groups. MT. SANTA ROSA was taken in the day's advance and with it 
the enemy lost his main source of water. The right (E) flank of our line rests 
on the shore line at a point 6200 yards south of PATI POINT; the left (N) flank of 
our line rests on the northwest shore line at RITIDIAN POINT; the center of the line 
is 1400 yards from the northern shore line. Our casualties to date: XIA, 1154; 

WIA, 5497; MIA, 326. 10,100 enemy dead have been counted. 

Capture and occupation phase of SAIPAN and TINIAN have been completed! all 
forces on these 2 islands pass to respective Island Commanders at 1200 (X) 10 
August. Responsibility for the defense and development of SAIPAN and TINIAN will 
pass from CTF 51 to CTF 57 at 1200 (K) 12 August. 

TG 58.4 on 8 August (X), in support of our GUAM assault forces, flew 32 
sorties over targets in the northern part of the island expending 13.4 tons of 
bombs and 44 rockets. This group's duty with TF 51 will be completed at 1800 (X) 

10 August at which time the group will proceed to ENIWETOXin accordance with 
orders of ComFifthFleet. 

CenPac shore based aircraft on 6 August bombed MILLE, JALUIT, NAURU, WOTJE, 
and WAKE. 

GUITARRO (SS 363)(SWPA) reports at 071303 GCT 1 FUBUXI Class DD sunk with 
3 hits in night surface attack off MANILA. 

On 7 August (X) 24 B-24's effectively bombed YAP TOWN and AA positions to 
the northeast; 530 100-lb. bombs and 18 500-lb, bombs were dropped. 2 B-24's hit 
WOLEAI with 40 fragmentation clusters and 30 100-lb. bombs. 19 B-24's bombed 
GALELA dispersal areas destroying 6 enemy aircraft and damaging many others; 7 
enemy airborne fighters refused to intercept. 12 other B-24's bombed the LALOBATA 
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Airdrome destroying 7 grounded planes; there was no enemy interception. 2 B-24's 
bombed the naval airdrome at DAVAO. Minor strikes were made in the VOGELKOP Area. 
Heavy strikes continued in the AITAPE-WEVYAK Area. C-47's flew 58 supply missions 
to forward bases, including 43 to BIAK. 


In the Forth Pacific Area on night 4-5 August 8 PV's from FAW 4 struck the 
northern KURILES; 4 planes hit PARAMUSHIRU while the ott«r 4 hnmhoa ‘Knci-f-c 
100 to 150 miles off the eastern coast of PARAIIUSHIRU. 


8 August (Oahu date) 



On 9 August (K) resistance on GUAM rapidly approached its end as our forces 
covered without major opposition all remaining territory except a small section S 
and SE of TAEOPE; our troops were approaching this area at sundown and intend to 
eliminate it on 10 August (K). A close patrol of enemy held coast from seaward 
has been maintained since early in the campaign, and it is believed by CTF 53 that 
very few enemy have escaped from GUAM; none escaped during the final phases. 

Large scale departure of combatant ships began during the 8th with virtual cessation 
of calls for fire support. Our casualties to date: KIA, 1184; WIA, 5627; MIA, 

336. 10,793 enemy dead have been counted; 73 prisoners have been taken. 


CenPao shore based aircraft on 7 August bombed W0TJE, JALUIT, and TAR0A. 
Harassing raids were made against NAURU, PONAPE, TRUK, and WAKE. 


CTF’ 59 announces that his headquarters close KWAJALEIH 111400 GCT and open 
SAIPAN same time. 

SN0CE (SS 279) operating EMPIRE waters reports one timed hit in a 6500-ton 
AK off SHICMI SAKI on 12 July. 

CER0 (SS 225) (SWPA) reports a medium AK or AO sunk by four hits on 5 August 
off BANOS POINT (S MINDANAO). 

On 8 August (K) 24 B24's bombed UTAROM area with unreported results; 24 
other B24's started fires at BABO airdrome. A single B25 strafed enemy personnel 
at DOROEBA (MOROTAI IS.). 21 324's without interception again bombed YAP airdrome 

starting fires. 4 B24's destroyed buildings at MANQCWARI• Harassing strikes were 
made against WOLEAI and PALAU. Heavy strikes were made against SE BOUGAINVILLE 
on 7 and 8 August (k); 58 planes struck the area on the 7th while 81 attacked on 
the 8th. Fighter bombers heckled NEW IRELAND coast and northern GAZELLE PENINSFILA. 
Heavy strikes were again made in the AITAPE-WEWAK area. C47's flew 46 supply 
missions to forward bases, including 31 to BIAK and 8 to NODiFOOR. 

Com7thFlt reports that on 7 August (k) our troops found 1003 dead Japs in 
the AITAPE area. At 0405 (K) on the 8th one enemy bomber \ 
without damage. 

Admiral Nimitz and party departed PEARL for MARIANAS. 


lit FAMBER (N031F00R) 
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9 August (Oahu date) 


DECLASSIFIED 

Authority: E0 12958, as amended 
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CTF 52 announced at 101131 (K) that all enemy organized resistance on GUAM 
had been eliminated. Mopping up activities were proceeding. 


CTF 57 060230 summarizes operations 1-5 August. 


CenPac shore based aircraft on 8 August bombed NAURU, PONAPE, TAROA, MILLE, 
and TRTJK. TRUE was heavily hit by 26 B24's. 


o 

o 


On 8 - 9 August (k) a single B24 bombed LASANG airdrome at DAVAO with un¬ 
observed results. In a shipping strike into the HALMAHERA area one AK was sunk 
and five were damaged. On 9 August (K) 25 B25's attacked LANGGOER (KAI IS.) with 
unobserved results. 12 324's bombed Old NAliLEA airdrome (BOEROE IS.) with good 
results. 12 B24's heavily hit BOELA tank area (CERAM IS.). 12 other B24's attacked 

LEANG airdrome (AMBOINA). 24 A20's hit enemy concentrations on ASAP ISLAND in 
the BABO aroa, while 18 others started fires at NABIRE. YAP airdrome was heavily 
hit by 23 B24's which started large fires. On 8 - 9 August (K) 2 B24’s bombed 
MALAKAL (PALAU). The usual strikes were made in the GEELVINK BAY area and in the 
AITAPE-WEWAK area. 

frm, 

10 August (Oahu date) 

Our GUAM forces are proceeding with aggressive combat patrol action to mop 
up enemy remnants and to prevent scattered groups from organizing. On 11 August (K) 
300-400 dead Japs were found in a concrete cave structure in northeast tip of the 
island. Our casualties to date: KIA, 1219; WIA, 5726; MIA, 327. 11,121 enemy dead 

have been counted; 87 prisoners have been taken; 7 Jap civilians have been interned. 
14,862 natives are now in camps; the others have returned to their homes. 




CTF 52 reports in his final SAIPAN-TINTAN summary that our casualties as of 
1200 (K) 10 August are: KIA, 190; WIA, 1515; MIA, 24. 5584 Japs have been buried; 
404 prisoners have been taken, including 150 Koreans. 13,262 civilians have been 
interned. Reembarkation of 4th Division has been completed. 




r 


Recapitulation: 



KIA 

WIA 

MIA 

TOTALS 

SAIPAN 

3,049 

13,049 

365 

16,463 

TINIAN 

190 

1,515 

24 

1,729 

GUAM 

1,214 

5,704 

329 

7,247 

TOTALS 


£6,268 

TUT 



Enemy 

Buried 

POW’s 

Jap 

POW’s 

Korean 

TOTALS 

SAIPAN 

20,720 

879 

828 

22,427 

TINIAN 

5,544 

254 

150 

5,948 

GUAM* 

11,121** 

87 

— 

11,208 

TOTALS 

37,385 

f,220 

973 

39,583 


*The GUAM figures will doubtless change considerably as mopping up operations 

have just gotten underway. onoc 

’♦Total counted; no figures on burials. - Continued - CAJ J ' 
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10 August (Oahu date - Cont'd) 

CenPac shore based aircraft on 9 August heavily bombed MTLLE with 68 
Corsairs and 57 Dauntlesses. 6 PV's hit both airstrips on NAURU. 3 Navy landcats 
conducted night harassment of JALUTT, MILLE, and V70TJE. 

At noon on 10 August (K) 18 B-24's bombed airfields and installations on 
IWO JIM dropping 440 120-lb. fragmentation bombs and 84 500-lb. bombs. 40 to 50 
enemy aircraft were observed on the ground. 5-7 unaggressive fighters dropped 
phosphorous bombs. 3 of our planes received slight damage. 20 P-47's hit PAGAN 
Airfield with 40 500-lb. bombs. 3 P-47's assisted mopping up forces in southern 
TINIAN. 


BALAO (SS 285) reports at 101100 GCT sinking a sampan loaded with 50 Marines 
in position 09-20 N, 133-18 E (off NW PALAU), course 320. 

GUITARRO (SS 363)(SWPA), operating CHINA SEA west of LUZON, reports at 
101620 GCT obtaining 1 hit, possibly 2, in KATORI Class cruiser; and 1 hit in a 
medium AK. Sank a DD with 2 hits and a 700-ton coastal vessel with gunfire. 

On 10 August (K) 4 squadrons of B-24's bombed GALELA and L0L03ATA Airdromes 
on HALMAHERA with good results; there was no enemy interception. 16 B-24's hit 
LAHA Airdrome on AM30N. 29 B-24's bombed YAP TOWN, the YAP runway, and AA positions 
UTAGAL ISLAND (WOLEAI Group) was bombed by 2 B-24's with unobserved results. 

On 9 - 10 August (K) 2 B-24's started large fires at MALAKAL (PALAU) and sighted 
a possible new airstrip at URUKTHAPEL. KOROR ISLAND (PALAU) was bombed by 2 B-24's 
on the 10th. Heavy strikes against enemy concentrations and installations continued 
in the ATTAPE-WEWAK Area. Air neutralization and blockade of E. HEW BRITAIN, NEW 
IRELAND, and BOUGAINVILLE continued. 

Extensive patrolling continued in all occupied areas in DUTCH NEW GUINEA. 

In the AITAPE Area our forces report that major combat elements of the Jap 18th 
Army have been thoroughly defeated, and that survivors are scattering to the E. 
and toward TORRICELLI MOUNTAINS; they are making no attempt to oppose our forces. 

In the DRINIUMOR RIVER Area 6500 enemy dead have been counted and 50_prisoners 
have been taken. 


11 August (Oahu date) 

Our GUAM forces on 12 August (K) continued mopping up operations. Our total 
casualties to date: KIA, 1227; YJTA, 5752; MIA, 327. 11,502 enemy dead have been 

counted; 102 prisoners have been taken; 8 Jap civilians have been interned. 14,532 
civilians are now in camps; others have returned to their homes. Major General 
Geiger departed GUAM 0623 (K) 12 August. Major General Turnage assumed command 
Southern Landing Force that time. 

CenPac shore based aircraft on 11 August sent 86 sorties against MILLE; no 
other action against the enemy-occupied atolls of the MARSHALLS was reported. 

PUFFER (SS 268) (SWPA) operating NW of MINDORO reports on 12 August one large 
AK sunk and 2 large AO's damaged; the AO's were drifting helplessly toward the 
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11 August (Oahu date - cont'd) 

beach and it was believed the typhoon weather would make towing very improbable. 

FARGO (SS 264) (SWPA) summarizes 4th war patrol. Operating SULU and CELEBES 
SEAS reports sinking one 6600-ton AK and damaging two 4000-ton AK's. 

Com7thFleet reports that pictures of ANGAUR ISLAND (PALAU group) taken on 
5 August reveal 6500 feet of underwater obstacles along the S!W and others along 
the SE end; SW tip of island has 600-foot anti-tank ditch. 

On 11 August (K) 37 B25's on a shipping strike in the HALMAHERA area sank 
one 500-1000 ton AK, 2 luggers, 4 barges, and 10 seaplanes; damaged one 2000-4500 
ton AK, 3 luggers, and several barges. 

11 B25's bombed LANGGOER (KAI IS.) with unobserved results. 23 A20's in a 
shipping strike in vicinity of UTARCK sank two 500-1000 ton AK's and several barges 
20 other A20's hit enemy bivouac areas S of SAWAR. 24 P40's bombed the EANOFTWARI 
airdrome while the coastal area from Y7EWAK to AITAPE was subjected to the usual 
low level attacks. On 10-11 August (k) single bombers harassed PALAU, FAIS ISLAND, 
and DAVAO. 125 sorties were flown against enemy installations in the RABAUL area 
while 16 fighter bombers hit KAVIENG. 

Cincpoa 100133 (pink) makes command assignment for planning purposes in con¬ 
nection with CAUSEWAY operation. 

Cinopoa 100125 (pink) announces intention to continue the responsibility of 
Com5thFleet for the forward area including the MARIANAS until relieved thereof by 
Com3rdFleet at a time to be determined later by Cincpoa; now estimated as about 
26 August. 



12 August (Oahu date) 

Our GUAM forces on 12 August (K) continued mopping-up operations. All cave 
entrances were located and sealed; they will be investigated later. Our casualties 
to dates KIA, 1217; WIA, 5722; MIA, 327. 11,502 enemy dead have been counted. 

CenPac shore based aircraft heavily bombed MILLE on 10 August (91 Corsairs 
and 65 Dauntless) and on 11 August (32 Corsairs and 36 Dauntless). V/OTJE, TAROA, 
and JALUIT were also attacked on the 11th. ROTA and PAGAN were bombed on the 11th 
by 31 P-47's and 10 B-25's, respectively. 16 B-24's hit CHICHI JIMA shipping and 
the seaplane base. 

FLASHER (SS 249) (SYilPA) summarizes third war patrol. Operating SOUTH CHINA 
SEA sank 1 KUMA CLASS CL (10,000), 1 7500-ton AK, 1 4000-ton AK, and 1 10,000-ton 
AO, for total tonnage of 31,800; damaged 1 8800-ton AK and 1 6900-ton AK, for a 
total tonnage of 15,700. 
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10 B-24's on 12 August (k) bombed BABO runway with 27 tons on strike from 
ONI ISLAND. On night 11-12 August (K) a single reconnaissance plane from OWI sank 
a freighter transport in S DAVAO GULF. Small night strikes were made in the HAIMA- 
HERA area. 6 B-25's and 3 P-39's bombed and strafed the HABIRE drome. Small strikes 
were made in the GEELV1HK BAY and N VOGELKOP areas. 2 squadrons of A-20*s bombed 
enemy concentrations in the SARMI area, while the usual heavy attacks were made 
in the AITAPE-WEWAK area. KOROR ISLAND (PALAU) was heckled during the night. C-47's 
flew 87 supply missions to forward areas, including 69 to BIAK. 11 B-24's started 
fires at LANGGOER (KAI IS.). 


On night 11-12 August (K) 2 to 5 enemy bombers bombed ONI ISLAND, killing 1 
and wounding 2; 1 P-38 was destroyed, and 11 other planes were damaged (6 P-38's, 
5 3-24's). 

In the North Pacific Area on 11 August 2 11th AF B-25's, in an attack on 2 
picket boats, sank 1 and damaged one. 


I9 August (Oahu date) 

At 140503 GCT Com5thFlt reported capture and occupation phase of GUAM completed. 
At 1200(K) 15 August Com5thPhibFor will pass command of all GUAM forces (except as¬ 
sault forces) to IsCom GUAM. 'CTF 51 will pass responsibility for defense and develop¬ 
ment of GUAM to CTF 57. CG 5thPhibCorps and CTF 51 will report to CTF 57 for duty. 

TF 51 is dissolved. ComPhibsPac will proceed PEARL in ROCKY MOUNT at his discretion, 
mien released by CTF 57 (not later than 20 Aug.) TF 53 is dissolved. ComGroup 4 
PhibFor will proceed PEARL in the GEORGE CLYMER. Com5thFlt will retain overall re¬ 
sponsibility for defense of forward area CenPac, including MARIANAS, until relieved 
by Com3rdFlt. 

At 132346 GCT Com5thFlt announced release of Lt. Gen. Holland Smith from com¬ 
mand of expeditionary troops and dissolution of the task force as of 1600 (K) 14 
August. CG 5thPhibCorps assigned command of all elements of 5th PhibCorps remaining 
in the MARIANAS Area, except those assigned to IsComs SAIPAN and TINIAN. v CG 5thPhib 
Corps will retain responsibility for defense and development of GUAM until IsCom GUAM 
is directed to relieve him. Lt.Cen. Holland Smith is authorized to proceed PEARL by 
air. 

BARBEL (SS 316), operating EMPIRE waters, reports sinking 1 AP, 3 AK's, and 
1 whale factory ship for total tonnage 41,000. 

PLUNGER (SS 179) reports at 140813 GCT 2 sure hits and 2 probables in empty 
4,000-ton AK aground E side MINTO REEF (E of TRUK) while salvage operations were 
underway. 

MUSKALLUNGE (SS 262)(SWPA), operating NW of MINDORO ISLAND, reports at 140930 
GCT 1 hit believed to haw sunk a DD that was trailing by 15 miles a 10-ship, 2 or 
more escort, convoy on course 215, speed 7. 

- Continued - 
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A delayed report from CTF 59 announces bombing of NAURU on 11 August by 17 
B-25's and 2 P r, s. On 12 August 1 PB4Y on a special shipping strike NVf of CHICHI 
JIMA bombed by radar 2 groups of 3 ships each on northern course; results were un¬ 
observed. 


On night 12-13 August (K) 1 B-24 heckled KOROR ISLAND (RALAU)’; this was fol¬ 
lowed on the 13th by a strike by 2 B-24's, with unobserved results. Other strikes 
on the 13th included: 38 B-24’s against personnel and supply areas at MANOKWARI; 12 
B-25*s against LANGGOER (KAI IS.); 6 B-25’s against WASILE BAY; 9 B-24's against CAPE 
CHATER (TIMOR); and P-40»s against Yf. coast of GEELVINK BAY. The usual heavy 
strikes were made in the ATIAPE-WEWAK Area. Air neutralization and blockade of E. 

NEW BRITAIN, NEW IRELAND, and BOUGAINVILLE continued. C-47's flew 80 supply missions 
to forward bases. \ J 

14 August (Oahu date) 

CenPac shore based aircraft on 12 August bombed MILLE gun positions with an 
unspecified number of Corsairs and Dauntlesses. 3 PV’s hit runways on NAURU. On 
the 13th 4 PV's concentrated against the runways on NAURU. 

Farther west TF 59 was active against IWO JIMA, ROTA, and PAGAN on 14 August 
(K). 22 B-24’s, operating from SAIPAN, hit IWO JIMA with 147 500-lb. bombs and 360 

100-lb. fragmentation clusters; several enemy fighters aggressively intercepted and 
dropped phosphorous bombs; 1 B-24 crashed 40 miles SE of IWO JIMA, and another 
crashed 16 miles short of SAIPAN; 10 of the crewmen parachuted; 4 were rescued off 
SAIPAN* 8 P-47's bombed and strafed AA positions on ROTA, while 12 B-25’s pounded 
runways and gun positions on PAGAN. 

TAUTOG (SS 199), operating EMPIRE waters (off S coast of HONSHU), reports 
being fired at by 4 torpedoes which missed. ComSubsPac reports that captured docu¬ 
ment gives sketches of enemy submarines on anti-submarine patrol in EMPIRE waters 
showing sails rigged forward to present the appearance of a sampan or sailing junk. 

LAPON (SS 260)(SWPA) summarizes 5th war patrol. Operating in SOUTH CHINA SEA, 
sank 2 4,000-ton AK's, 1 10,000-ton AO, and damaged 1 19,400-ton AO and 1 4,000-ton 
AK. 


CREVALLE (SS 291)(SWPA) summarizes 4th war patrol. Operating SOUTH CHINA SEA 
and W. OF LUZON, sank 1 9,300-ton AK, 1 7,600-ton AK, 1 8,800-ton AK, and 1 6,700-ton 
AK for a total tonnage of 32,400. 

Heckling of KOROR ISLAND (PALAU) continued on night 13-14 August (K) and on 
night 14-15 August (K). On the 14th 4 B-25’s attacked shipping in TIMOR ISLAND BAY, 
NW of KAI ISLAND GROUP; during the same day 5 to 8 of 12 large enemy sailboats off 
western CERAM were sunk. Air neutralization and blockade of E. NEW BRITAIN, NEW 
IRELAND, and BOUGAINVILLE continued; pictures taken on the 14th show VUNAKANAU and 
TOBERA runways serviceable. 

On night 12-13 August 4 B-24's and 2 photographic planes conducted an armed 
reconnaissance over PARAMUSHIRU STRAIT and SURIBACHI airfield; of 15-20 intercepting 
fighters, 3 were shot down, 5 were probably shot down, and 2 were damaged; 2 B-24's 
received minor damage; all planes returned safely. 4 PV's from FAW 4 attacked enemy 
installations and patrol craft at ARAIDO ISLAND. 
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outlines certain requirements for base development in 


announces command setup for STALEMATE II. 



15 August (Oahu date) 

CenPac shore-based aircraft on 13 August bombed NAURU, PONAPE, TRUK, and an 
unidentified island N of SAIPAN. Harassing strikes were made against WOTJE and 
TAROA. 

At 2226 (L) 9 August a PB4Y crashed on take-off at Stickell Field, ENIWETCK. 

8 members of the plane were killed and 9 men were injured fighting fires that 
resulted. 110 of 340 parked carrier planes were destroyed or damaged. 

On night 15-16 August (K) 2 B-24's continued heckling operations against 
KOROR ISLAND (PALAU), while another plane bombed wharves at DAVAO. On 14 August (K) 

16 B-24's started fires and explosions along 7/ASILE BAY personnel areas. 8 B-25's 
hit W HAIMAHERA starting fires and explosions. 12 B-24's struck A/A positions at 
BABO. 32 B-24's destroyed 5 planes on the ground at LOLOBATA airfield (HALMAHERA) 
and started large fires and explosions. 12 B-25's destroyed 3 large warehouses 
and jetty at TERNATE (W HAIMAHERA); 6 other B-25»s sank a small AK and several 
luggers in the HAIilAHERA area and 3 stores-laden sailboats on the N coast of CERAM. 
Air neutralization and blockade of E NEV7 BRITAIN, NEW IRELAND, and BOUGAINVILLE 
continued. On 15 August (K) 2 B-24»s bombed MANOEWARI personnel and storage areas. 
Fighter bomber sweeps were made in the GEELVINK BAY and VOGELKOP areas. C-47's 
completed 77 supply missions to forward bases, including 65 to BIAK. ,, 

. y, 

16 August (Oahu date) 


Shore based aircraft (under CTF 59) on 15 August bombed TAROA and NAURU. 

Further west, the force hit CHICHI JIMA with 17 B-24's, and made minor strikes 
against PAGAN and MAUG ISLANDS. 

On night 15-16 August (K) a snooper bomber sank a 500-1000 ton AK in DAVAO 
GULF. On the 16th 34 B-24's and 12 B-25's hit dispersal, personnel, and storage 
areas at MITI ISLAND. 4 B-24's and 6 B-25's which were turned back from the 
HALMAHERA strike bombed enemy installations on AJOE ISLAND. Enemy concentrations 
in the SARMI area were heavily attacked by 63 A-20's from HOLLANDLA. Enemy positions 
on BIAK were hit by 8 P-39's and 16 P-40's, while other P-39's struck in the WEWAK 
area. 


CoradthFlt 170217 reports that on 17 August (K) £TF 59 assumes responsibility 
for bombing YAP and WGLEAI. 
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17 August (Oahu date) 


CTF 57 130500 summarizes operations 6-11 August. 

On 16 August 25 B-24's (under CTF 59) caused large fires and explosions 
in the DUBLON (TRUK) warehouse and storage areas; of 6 intercepting fighters, 1 
was shot down and 3 were damaged; 2 B-24's sustained minor damage. A search 
plane dropped 2^- tons on PONAPE TOWN with unobserved results. 3 PV's cratered 
the NAURU airstrip. Marine Corsairs and Dauntlesses hit coastal defense posi¬ 
tions on MILLE. 

On 17 August (K) 19 B-24's pounded buildings, storage areas, and airfield 
installations at IV70 JB1A; our planes suffered no damage from 4 uneager enemy 
fighters. On the preceding day IWO JU1A was hit by 1 B-24. 24 Marine Corsairs 

strafed ROTA airstrip and gun positions on 16 August (K). On the 17th 20 P-47's 
hit PAGAN. 

HARDHEAD (SS 365) reports at 172045 GCT 10 possible hits out of 15 torpedoes 
fired in BB at 12-23N, 129-49E (240 miles E of SAMAR). The damaged BB was pro¬ 
ceeding at speed 03. A clarifying dispatch at 180955 GCT states that in two 
surface attacks 5 Mk 23's and 4 Mk 18’s were fired at a 10-foot setting, and 
6 Mk 23's at 6 feet. Corrected position of attack given as 12-23N, 129-59E. 

During a daylight approach against the BB, it disappeared at a range of 6000 yards 
while periscope was housed for 6 minutes; breaking up noises were heard. 

BILLFISH (SS 286) operating W of LUZON with GREENLING (SS 213) and SAILFISH 
(SS 192) reports at 171600 GCT sight CA or BB with 2 escorts position 18-57N, 
116-10E (252 miles W of NW tip of LUZON) course 220, speed 20. At 181245 BILLFISH 
reports SAILFISH sank 1 CM and 1 escort (probably DD of heavy cruiser group); 
GREENLING sank 1 trawler. 

BONEFISH (SS 223) (SWPA) summarizes 5th war patrol. Operating SULU SEA 
sank 1 10,000-ton AK, 1 10,000-ton AO, and 5 miscellaneous craft totalling 800 
tons, for a total tonnage of 20,800; damaged 1 7500-ton AK. 

RASHER (SS 269) (SWPA) reports many damaged vessels remain at 18-10N, 

119-55E (30 miles off 1IW coast of LUZON.) 

JCS 152100 (pink) requests recent intelligence,maps, and photographic 
coverage concerning Japanese inner zone, especially BONIN and IZU ISLAND chains, 
RYUKYUS, and JAPAN proper. 

Cincpoa 180437 (pink) recommends that Joint Chiefs of Staff issue a directive 
now for the progressive advance of SWPA forces into the Central PHILIPPINES to 
be followed by the establishment of POA forces in the FORMOSA STRAIT region, 
with a target date of 15 February (1945). 

MacArthur 180849Z (pink) is warning order for GOSSIPMONGER. 

B-24's operating from OWI and BIAK ISLA1IDS struck in the CERAM IS]AND area 
on 17 August (K). 26 3-24's attacked IIAROEKOE, dropping fragmentation clusters 

which destroyed an undetermined number of enemy planes, and started many fires 
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17 August (Oahu date - cont'd) 

and explosions. 20 other B-24's bombed LIANG, dropping 1000-lb. bombs in revet¬ 
ments and on the airstrip. 15 enemy fighters were airborne over AMBOINA, but 
refused to intercept; they were pursued by escorting P-38’s which shot down 7, 
probably shot down another, and damaged another. An airborne SALLY (twin-engine 
bomber) was shot down, and a flying boat was strafed and damaged. 

23 B-25's (from BIAK) hit the town and dispersal areas at HAMLEA on 17 
August (K). ■ ighter bombers made strikes in the MANOKWARI area, and along 

V.cCLUER GULF. 33 P-40's operated in close support of our BIAK forces. The usual 
strikes continued in the TADJI-LEWAK areas. 1 B-24 obtained 3 hits on an uniden¬ 
tified ship in DAVAO GULF. 



18 August (Oahu date) 

On 18 August (K) P-47 's from SAIPAN hit heavy AA positions on PAGAN with 
8 tons. 4 PV's hit dispersal areas at NAURU. 

At about sunrise on 19 August (K) a second acoident occurred at STICKELL 
FIELD (ENTWETOK) . A Corsair making emergency down-wind landing crashed into Navy 
Liberators parked clear of runway. 1 Corsair and 3 Liberators were destroyed; 

1 Liberator was extensively damaged; 3 others received minor damage. Pilot and 
Field Operations Officer were killed; 2 men were badly injured; 8 others received 
minor injuries. 

STERLIT (SS 392) operating BONINS area reports at 191227 GCT sank large 
AK with 4 hits and probably sank medium AK with 2 hits. 

ComSthFlt 170252 (pink) conveys proposal of CTF 59 that CVE be provided 
to furnish fighter escort for B-24's striking in the BONINS area. 

Cincpoa 182112 (pink) replies to foregoing dispatch. 

Heckling of KOROR ISLAND (PALAU) continued on night 17-18 August (K) and 
18-19 August (K). On 18 August (K) 23 B-25’s and 18 B-24's (from DARWIN) attacked 
dispersal areas at NAMLEA airfield; several enemy planes were destroyed on the 
ground; 3 airborne enemy fighters refused to intercept. 52 A-20's bombed and 
strafed enemy concentrations and installations S of SARMI. Minor strikes were 
made against HALMAHERA, DAVAO, the VOGELKOP, and KAI ISLANDS. 

CinCSWPA reports that 1st Bn, 186th Inf supported by naval and air bombard¬ 
ment landed near WARDO (W BIAK) against light opposition; 15 enemy were killed. 
Total enemy casualties on BIAK to date: 4,468 killed; 290 Japs and 597 Indonese 
captured. 
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19 August (Oahu date) 

Shore based aircraft (under CTF 59) on 18 August (E) bombed ROTA, MILLE 
and NAURU. On 19 August (K) MILLE, NAURU, and WOTJE were bombed, P-47*s dropped fire 
bombs to aid mopping-up operations on TINIAN; other P-47's bombed installations on 
ANATAHAN ISLAND (60 mi. N of SAIPAN). 

PINTADO (SS 387), operating S of KOREA, reports at 191346 GOT sank 2 AK’s. 

Marshall 112110Z (Pink) states policy of War Department on assignment of 
air service units to POA. 


Heckling of KOROR ISLAND (PALAU) continued on night 19-20 August (E). Heavy 
strikes (120 sorties) were made against the RABAUL Area on 18 August (K); enemy instal¬ 
lations at KAVIENG and S BOUGAINVILLE were also hit. Elsewhere in the SWP Area, re¬ 
ports indicate that activity was limited to searches. 




20 August (Oahu date) 

CTF 57 200905 summarizes MARIANAS ground operations 12-18 August (K). 

CTF 57 171110 summarizes air operations 12-16 August inclusive. 

CenPac shore-based aircraft on 20 August (K) bombed NAURU, MILLE, and WOTJE. 

On the same day in the MARIANAS P-47's bombed the dock and AA positions, dropping 
8 tons through intense AA fire. One B-24 bombed ALAMAGAN ISLAND (30 miles S of PAGAN). 
In the first 7th AAF raid on YAP 20 B-24's on the 20th dropped 40 tons of 100 pounders 
on air installations and barracks W of the airfield; AA fire was meager and there was 
no interception. 

On 20 August (k) 41 B-24's attacked stores and personnel center of TOBELO 
(5 miles S of MITI, HALMAHERA); warehouses and other buildings were demolished; 3 
airborne enemy fighters refused to intercept. Heckling of KOROR ISLAND (PALAU) was 
continued by 4 SB-24's; there was no AA and no interception. TALAUD was hit on the 
20th by 23 B-25's which attacked KARAKELONG ISLAND in the TALATTD group; warehouses 
and other installations were hit and a small AK was set afire in BEO BAY. Minor 
strikes were made against CERAM, BOEROE, and CELEBES. 12 B-25's hit KAI ISLAND con¬ 
centrating against LANGGOER airfield, while 9 Beauforts started fires in the barracks 
at SOE (TIMOR). Beaufighters destroyed an AK and damaged 2 others on a shipping 
strike E of UTARGM, while 4 P-39's made fighter sweep along McCLUER GULF. The WEWAK 
area was heavily hit on the 19th and 20th by medium attack and fighter bombers. 
MANOKWARI was also hit on the 20th by 19 P-47's and 7 P-40’s which concentrated against 
personnel areas and villages. 

RAY (SS 271) (SWPA) operating S CHINA SEA during the period 4-20 August 
reports sinking one medium AP, 2 large AO's, 2 large AK's, and possibly sinking one 
medium AK. 


CincSWPA 190733 (pink) requests carrier air support of operation against 
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TALAUD. 
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20 August (Oahu date - cont'd) 
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Cincpoa 210237 (pink) states that it is planned to leave 6 CYE's with 7th Fleet 
through the TALAUD operation, as requested by CinCSYVPA in the foregoing dispatch. 

Cincpoa 210816 (pink) makes further reply to CinCSWPA's 190733. 

M^vapo 

Com7thFlt 200533 (pink) requests carrier strikes against -;.3 DDAV O, CELEBES during 
operation against MOROTAI ISLAND. 


Cincpac 210741 (pink) replies to foregoing dispatch. 
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21 August (Oahu date) 


o 


CenPac shore-based aircraft on 20 August heavily bombed DUBLON and MOEN with 27 
B-24's which concentrated against warehouses, AA positions, and communication facilities 
Search planes bombed WAKE and PONAPE; the latter place was also hit by B-25’s which 
bombed the airfields. MILLE was heavily bombed by SBD's and TBF's, while PV's bombed 
runways at NAURU. Landcats harassed TAROA and WOTJE. 2 PB4Y's attacked a 2000-ton 
and a 700-ton ship 120 miles NTif of MARCUS en route to MARCUS; the larger ship was left 
afire, listing and dead in the water; the smaller ship was left smoking. 

Further west CenPac shore-based aircraft on 21 August (K) heavily bombed barracks 
and air installations at YAP with 20 B-24's. 19 P-47's hit AA positions on PAGAN. An 

unspecified number of Corsairs bombed and strafed ROTA. 


CROAKER (SS 246) operating S of KOREA reports at 221203 GCT all torpedoes ex¬ 
pended. Sank a KUMA class cruiser, one small AK, one large ore ship (or AO), and one 
PC. At 220200 GCT sighted 10 AK's with 4 escorts at 29-30N, 129-27E (110 miles SSW 
of KYUSHU). 


O TAMB0R (SS 198) reports missing a tanker with 4 torpedoes at 150440 GCT, position 
48-29N, 147-49E (OKHOTSK SEA). The AO was inspected at range 2000 tut no identifying 
marks were observed on her. On other attacks the submarine sank one AK and reports 
2 hits in an unseen Jap ship. 

SANDLANCE (SS 381) (SWPA) summarizes 3rd war patrol. Operating N of MALAY 
BARRIER sank one 7500-ton AK and damaged 2 4000-ton AK's. 

DARTER (SS 227) (SWPA) summarizes 3rd war patrol. Operating off HALMAHERA and 
southern MINDANAO sank one 4400-ton CM. 


GUITARRO (SS 363) (SWPA) reports at 211400 GCT sank one large AK with 2 hits 
off CALAVITE (NW extremity of MINDORO ISLAND). 

HAMMERHEAD (SS 364) (SWPA) summarizes first war patrol. Operating S of FORMOSA 
sank one 8600-ton AK and one 100-ton craft; damaged 2 6200-ton AK's. 


& SWP air forces on 21 August heavily bombed HALMAHERA; 52 B-24's attacked stores, 

personnel areas, and AA positions along WASILE BAY; 23 3-25's attacked KAOE airdrome 
and town by strafing and dropping parachute fragmentation bombs; an estimated 8 enemy 
planes were damaged or destroyed; KAOE was also hit on night 20-21 August (K) bv one 
B-24. 2U4^ 
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2 A-20's on a shipping strike E of CERAM set afire 2 sailing vessels and damaged 
2 barges. Beauforts operating in the VOGELKOP S of UTARCM sank one AK and 2 coastal 
vessels and damaged 6 barges. On night 20-21 August heckling of DAVAO and KOROR (PALAU) 
was continued. Heavy attacks by medium attack and fighter bombers continued along the 
N coast of NEW GUINEA with strikes against enemy stores on SARMI POINT, personnel areas 
and fuel dumps in the FVEWAK area, and AA positions at MARIPI village. 4 P-39's bombed 
and strafed the Y<AREN airdrome while 21 P-47's bombed and strafed buildings and stores 
in the MANQKWARI area. On the 19th 8 Beauforts bombed fuel dumps at BORAM starting 
a large fire. Air neutralization and blockade continued against E NEW BRITAIN, NEW 


IRELAND, and BOUGAINVILLE. , 

JO e * 



22 August (Oahu date) 



On 22 August (K) an unspecified number of B-24's (under CTF 59) bombed barracks 
and air installations 7/ of the YAP airfield. On the same day one B-24 hit ASOR ISLAND 
on ULITHI. On 23 August (k) 2 Navy Liberators (from TF 59) attacked a convoy of 2 DD's, 
one large AK, and 2 small AK•s off W coast of CHICHI JMA; bombing at masthead height, 
one large AK and one small AK were sunk, and a small AK was left smoking; one Liberator 
crashed and sank 2000 yards north of the convoy with no survivors observed. 


HARDER (SS 257) and HADDO (SS 255) (both from SWPA) report at 221230 GCT results 
of attack against convoy W of LUZON. HADDO obtained 5 hits in 3 AO's on 21 August. 

At dawn on the following day the HADDO and the HARDER wiped out 3 ships remaining in a 
convoy; HARDER sank one DD and one loaded AP; HADDO sank one DD. 


ASPRO (SS 309) (SWPA) summarizes 4th war patrol. Operating CELEBES area sank 
2 4000-ton AK's, one 4000-ton AP, and one 7500-ton AK; damaged one 4000-ton AK and one 
2000-ton AK. 

r 

CTF 57 230125 reports commencement of systematic neutralization by air and small 
surface vessels of military installations on AGUIJAN ISLAND, MARIANAS; this with view 
to capture if found possible without undue losses. 


Cincpoa 230227 directs Com3rdFlt to assume responsibility for forward area and 
all forceB except INDIANAPOLIS then under control of Com5thFlt at 2130 GCT 26 August. 

Weather seriously curtailed scheduled strikes by SWP air forces on 22 August (K); 
the only sizeable strike being one by 19 B-24's against CERAM. Single bombers on 
search missions concentrated mainly against shipping. A PB4Y reports a seriously 
damaged DD unloading at PALAU; this plane strafed a 160-foot tender in that area. 

^^Another PB4Y sank a 100-foot AK N of MINDANAO. Hecklers operated over DAVAO and PALAU 
during the night 21-22 August (K). Search planes operating in the CELEBES area on 
22 August (K) report sinking one 2500-ton AK, one 100-foot AK, and beaching another AK; 
3 60-foot schooners were bombed and strafed. On 21 August 60 P-47's heavily bombed 
and strafed all day long in the VOGELKOP. Strikes were made along the N NEFF GUINEA 
coast in support of our ground forces. Attacks were reported in southern BOUGAINVILLE 
in the vicinity of KAHILI. , 

fa* 
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CenPac shore-based aircraft on 22 and 23 August (K) bombed PAGAN, ROTA, 
NAURU, and VtOTJE. TAROA was harassed on 22 August by Navy Landcats and on the 
same day coast defense positions on MILLE were hit by Corsairs and Dauntlesses. 

On 23 August (K) 19 B-24's heavily bombed personnel and air installation areas 
on YAP. P-47's bombed enemy command post on AGUIJAN ISLAND (S of TINIAN). 

RONQUIL (SS 396) operating N of FORMOSA reports completed at 232200 GCT 
30-hour attack on 16 lightly loaded AK convoy from EMPIRE with 8 PC and DD radar 
equipped escorts. Results of 2 night attacks included 5 probable hits with 6 
torpedoes in low visibility with unknown damage; following this attack 3 torpedoes 
missed a DD while one hit was obtained in an AK. A dawn attack sank one large 
AK with one hit, while a DD and an AK were missed by 3 torpedoes fired at each. 

HADDO (SS 255) (SWPA) operating V/ of LUZON reports an attack on an enemy 
DD on morning 23 August (i); at a range of 600 yards the bow of the DD was blown 
off; damaged DD was in tow at last report. 

Cincpoa 232108 (pink) requests issuance now of a directive for the CAUSEWAY 
operation. 


On night 23-24 August (K) heckling of KOROR ISLAND (PALAU) was continued. 

On the 23rd a photo plane operating over PALAU took 100 pictures; 2 intercepting 
fighters prevented a second photo run. On 23 August (K) 53 B-24's heavily bombed 
GALELA (HAIMAHERA); results were excellent; there was no interception; AA fire 
was heavy but inaccurate. 93 sorties were flown against the NABIRE runway and 
dispersal areas; dive bombing was reported as effective and rendered the runway 
unserviceable. P-40's from NOEMFOOR, in dive bombing attacks against the BABO 
airdrome, left all 3 runways unserviceable. 6 bombers hit personnel areas at 
MANOKWARI; damage was unassessed. Medium attack and fighter bombers gave close 
support to our ground forces in the SARMI and WEWAK areas. A PB4Y strafed a 
heavy shipping concentration at LE2/BEH STRAIT (N CELEBES). 

On 20 August 4 of 9 starting PV's from FAW-4 attacked southern PARAUUSHIRU; 
direct hits were obtained in storage areas at MASUGAWA, and one 50-foot picket 
boat was sunk and one 75-foot picket boat was damaged. 5 PV's failed to reach 
the target, 3 due to mechanical difficulties and 2 due to errors in navigation; 
all planes returned safely. 



o 
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24 August (Oahu date) 

CenPac shore based aircraft on 23 and 24 August (K) heavily bombed MILLE, 
concentrating against gun positions, bivouac areas and the radio station; Marine 
Corsairs and Dauntlesses participated on the 23rd while Marine Corsairs executed 
the missions on the 24th. On the 23rd search planes bombed the airfields at WAKE 
and PONAPE. On 24 August (K) 12 B-25's bombed the new airfield and AA positions 
on PONAPE. On the same day 18 P-47's demolished buildings on AGUIJAN ISLAND (S 
of SAIPAN) scoring several near misses on gun positions and starting small fires 
in storage areas. 2 B-24's hit IWO JIMA on the 24th with 20 500-pound bombs. 

POMPON (SS 267) operating OKHOTSK reports at 251225 GCT attacked Jap convoy 
at 50 degrees North SAKOALIN coast. Sank AK with 2 hits and damaged AO with 2 
hits. Gunned one trawler. 
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24 August (Oahu date - cont'd) 

PICUDA (SS 387) operating LUZON STRAIT with SPADEFISH (SS 411) and REDFISH 
(SS 395) reports at 232348 GCT SPADEFISH sank one large AP, probably sank one large 
AO, and damaged another large AO now resting in PASALANG BAY, LUZON, guarded by 
MUTSUKI DD. Has one prisoner from REDFISH and one PICUDA aboard. REDFISH damaged 
one AO with 2 hits and got one probable hit in 13-ship convoy. 

CTF 71 reports score of HADDO (SS 255), which operated off MANILA BAY, as one 
AO and one DD sunk, one AO probably sunk, and one DD damaged. 

Cincpac 242034 (pink) delineates command relationships and responsibilities 
in sub-areas and islands, with particular reference to control of shore-based air 
forces; emphasizes noncontravention of inherent right of senior naval or military 
official on the spot to employ all forces in his vicinity to meet a serious 
emergency. 

CominCh 241736 (pink) announces approval by Joint Chiefs of Staff of changing 
the category of defense for the Hawaiian area to Category B, plus certain speci¬ 
fications. 

Rear Admiral Sherman, with other staff members, departed PEARL for WASHINGTON, 
D.C., at 1700 (V-W). 

On night 24-25 August (K) 2 SB-24's continued heckling of KOROR ISLAND 
(PALAU) without opposition. On night 22-23 August (K) 31ack Cats bombed unidenti¬ 
fied ship in DAVAO GULF with unobserved results. On 24 August (K) approximately 
50 B-24's effectively bombed LAL03ATE airfield (HALMAHERA); many buildings were 
destroyed, fuel fires were started, and explosions resulted. In LEMBEH STRAIT 
(NE CELEBES) 18 3-25's attacked enemy shipping; 5 merchant vessels were sunk, one 
light cruiser which was left burning was probably sunk, 2 merchant vessels were 
damaged, and many luggers and barges were damaged by strafing. UTAROM airfield 
was dive bombed by 32 P-40's which left the runway unserviceable; other GEELVINK 
BAY airdromes were consistently dive bombed by fighters with good results. One 
SB-24 damaged and left burning a freighter transport in the CELEBES area. A 
coastal sweep by P-39's west of BUT caused an estimated 17 enemy casualties. 18 

B-24's bombed KAI ISLAND concentrating against LANOGOER town and airdrome. 

(jJM-S 
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25 August (Oahu date) 

CTF 57 222350 summarizes operations 17 to 21 August in< 

CenPac shore based aircraft on 24 and 25 August (K) bombed NAURU and PAGAN. 

On 24 August (K) ROTA was bombed. On 25 August (K) MILLE, IWO JIMA, and AGUIJAN 
were attacked. One B-24 hit YAP barracks with 40 100-lb, bombs on the 25th; tho 
sane plane passing over WOLEAI observed the runway there to be inoperational, 
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25 August (Oahu datt - Cont'd) 

SAILFISH (SS 192), operating Y!. of LUZON, reports at 251345 GOT sank 2 AK's. 

PICUDA (SS 387), operating with REDFISH (SS 395) in LUZON STRAIT, reports in¬ 
tercepting convoy of 10 merchantmen and about 5 escorts to westward of BABUYAN CHAN¬ 
NEL at 250130 GCT; sank 1 AK. REDFISH hit the same convoy off CAPE BOJEADOR at 
250400 GCT, and sank 2 AK's. 

CABRILLA (SS 288) (SV.'PA) summarizes 5th war patrol. Operating SULU SEA sank 1 
10,000-ton AO and 2 4,000-ton AK’s, and damaged 1 9,900-ton AP. 

13th AF continued the heckling of KOROR TOYJN (PALAU) on night 25-26 August (K). 
During the day of the 25th 36 B-24's bombed the PALAUS, 24 planes hitting KOROR TOWN, 
and 12 attacking MALAKAL HARBOR. Of 8 intercepting enemy fighters, 2 were damaged. 

1 of our B-24' s was shot down by fighters 25 miles south of the target; 3 parachutes 
were seen to open, but were strafed. 30 miles south of the target 2 B-24's collided 
and crashed; 1 parachute was seen to open; cause of the collision was unknown. 

On 25 August (K) 17 B-24's from OVYI ISLAND struck dispersal areas at the 
HAROEKOE Airdrome (S of CERAM), while 11 other B-24's from COTI bombed the LIANG 
Airdrome (AMBOINA). 38 fighter bombers from N0EMF00R continued bombing of the 
VOGELKOP runways, dropping 19 500-lb. bombs at JEFMAN, 12 at SAMATE, 10 at MANOK- 
WARI, 8 at MOEMI, and 6 at WAREN. The BABO runway was also bombed with 8 tons by 
35 RAAF P-40's from NOEMFOOR. 8 RAAF A-20's bombed and strafed the SAGAN Airdrome. 

10 P-39’s attacked west VOGELKOP buildings, destroying buildings, and causing a large 
explosion. Medium, attack, and fighter bombers attacked enemy troop concentrations 
and installations along the N NEW GUINEA Coast; attacks were made against SARMI, 
WEWAK, DAGUA, and BUT Areas. 



26 August (Oahu date) 

On 25 August (K) 29 B-24's from KY/AJALEIN hit TRUK with 64 tons; of 7 to 9 

interceptors, 1 was damaged; 5 B-24's were damaged, 3 by enemy fighters and 2 by 

AA fire. On the same day 20 F4U's bombed gun positions on YfOTJE, while 86 SBD's 
and TBF's dropped 32 tons in MILLE building areas. On night 25-26 August (K) 

Y70TJE, MALOELAP, JALUIT, and MILLE were harassed. 

On 26 August (K) 19 B-24's from SAIPAN hit the airfield and other installa¬ 
tions on IWO JIMA with 42-g- tons; of 8 to 10 enemy interceptors, 2 were shot down, 

2 damaged, and 1 probably shot down; AA fire was reported as intense and accurate; 

12 B-24 1 s were damaged. On the same day 11 B-25's from ENGEBI dropped 11 tons on 
the two PONAPE airfields, and AA positions on JOKAJ ISIAND. P-47*s continued 
bombing and strafing of AGUIJAN ISLAND. F4U's hit MILLE and MALOELAP, while PV's 
bombed runways and personnel areas on NAURU. 

13th AF continued the heckling of KOROR TOWN (PALAU) on night 26-27 August 
(K). During che day of the 26th the PALAUS were again bombed by B-24's; 22 planes 
concentrated against KOROR TOVrfN, while the remaining 11 attacked the PELELIU air¬ 
drome; there was no enemy interception, and no plane loss was reported. 

On 26 August (K) 23 B-24's hit LIANG (AMBOINA) runway and dispersal areas, 
while fighter bombers continued neutralization of the VOGELKOP airfields. 16 P-38's 
started a large fuel fire at MITI, HAIi.IAHERA, meeting no interception. Fighter 
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26 August (Oahu date - cont'd) 

bombers again operated against gun positions and fuel dumps in the WEWAK area. On 
night 25-26 August, a single Liberator bombed DAVAO without opposition. On the 
25th, 70 F4U's and 17 SBD's hit RABAUL barges and installations; other planes 
damaged 5 piers at TONOLEI HARBOR (BOUGAINVILLE). 



27 Aug ust (Oahu date) 

CenPac shore-based aircraft on 26 and 27 August (K) heavily attacked MILLE 
with SBD's and TBF's, while PV's bombed runways and gun positions on NAURU. JALUIT 
was harassed during night 26-27 August (K). On 27 August (K) P-47's attacked PAGAN 
while one B-24 on reconnaissance bombed WOLEAI and YAP. 

TANG (SS 306) operating south of HONSHU reports at 271052 GCT sank 1 naval 
transport, 1 diesel tanker, 1 gunboat, 1 medium freighter, and 1 escort vessel; 
damaged 1 freighter and 1 patrol yacht. 

RONQUIL (SS 396)reports at 271912 GCT in attack off east shore FORMOSA missed 
Maru with 4 torpedoes and missed trawler with one. 2 of the torpedoes hit in 
waterfront causing some damage. 

BLUEGILL (SS 242) (SWPA) summarizes 2nd war patrol. Operating CELEBES SEA 
sank 2 4000-ton AK's, 1 500-ton TB, and 1 100-ton craft. 

Heckling of KOROR ISLAND (PALAU) was continued on night 27-28 August (K) by 
2 SB-24's from 13th AF. 

5th AF on 27 August (K) continued with the bombing of VOGELKOP airdromes and 
villages, while fighter sweeps were made along McCLUER GULF. Medium attack and 
fighter bombers also continued their strikes along north NEW GUINEA coast concen¬ 
trating against enemy troops and installations in the L/EWAK and SARMI areas. Single 
PB4Y search planes continued to attack enemy shipping in the vicinity of CELEBES, 
MANADO, MORO GULF, DAVAO, and TAWI TAWI. Air neutralization and blockade of east 
NEW BRITAIN, NEW IRELAND, and BOUGAINVILLE was continued on the 26th. 

On 26 August 3 B-24's from 11th AF executed an armed reconnaissance of 
KASIiriVABARA; all planes returned safely. On 27 August 4 of 12 starting PV's from 
FAW-4 bombed shore installations on PARAMUSHIRU and attacked small cargo boats 
off the island; all planes returned safely. On the same day 6 B-24's from 11th AF 
also attacked shore installations on PARAFUSHIRU; all planes returned safely. 2 
B-25's from 11th AF sank one Jap picket boat. 



28 Augu st (Oahu date) 

On 28 August (K) B-24's from SAIPAN bombed during daylight IWO JIMA (13 B-24's) 
and PAGAN (3 B-24's); 1 B-24 harassed IT/0 JIMA on night 27-28 August; 1 B-24 made 
a photo reconnaissance of YAP and WOLEAI. PAGAN was also hit on the 28th by 16 
P-47's from SAIPAN, while 3 other P-47's bombed ALAMAGAN IS (S of PAGAN). In the 
MARSHALLS, MILLE was attacked by SBD's and TBF's, and V/OTJE by F4U's. 
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28 August (Oahu date - cont'd) 

CorainCh & CNO 261545 (pink) approved establishment of PHILIPPINE Sea 
Frontier. 

CERO (SS 225) (SWPA) summarizes 5th war patrol. Operating S MINDANAO sank 
1 8000-ton AO. 

PERMIT (SS 178) (SWPA) sumarizes 13th war patrol. Operating on lifeguard 
station off YAP and YLOLEAI sank 1 800-ton craft. 

ANGLER (SS 240) (SYfPA) summarizes 4th war patrol. Operating off LUZON sank 
1 8800-ton AK. 

RAYTON (SS 270) (SWPA) operating Y/ of LUZON reports damaging large AO with 
one hit on 4 August. 

28 B-24's from 13th AF heavily attacked the PALAUS on 28 August (K); 18 
planes hit KOROR TOWN, while the remaining 10 bombed PELELIU, EIL MALK, MALAKAL, 
and ARAKA3ESAN. There was no interception. AA fire damaged 5 planes and shot 
one down over KOROR TOWN. 

On 28 August (K) 5th AF conducted heavy and widely scattered strikes. 62 
B-24’s and 27 P-38 fighter bombers bombed barracks and other installations along 
S perimeter of AMBON, and the seaplane base. 48 fighter bombers hit the airdrome 
and runways at UTARCM. 2 SB-24's heckled DAVAO. Search planes continued to 
attack shipping in the vicinity of CERAM, HAIMAHERA, and LAMBEH STRAIT. Strikes 
continued along N NEW GUINEA coast, mainly concentrated in the WEWAK area. Strikes 
also continued in E NEW BRITAIN, N NEW IRELAND, and S BOUGAINVILLE. 



29 August (Oahu date) ^ 

On 28 August (K) 7 7th AF B-24's bombed IWO JBIA airfield with fragmentation 
clusters, while 4 other B-24's hit air installations on PAGAN. On the same day 
Navy Landcats harassed TAROA and WOTJE by bombing personnel areas, while SBD's 
and F4U's heavily bombed gun positions on MILLE, and PV's continued pounding 
NAURU runways. 

On 29 August (K) 16 P-47's from SAIPAN strafed AA positions on PAGAN, meet¬ 
ing no return fire. TRUK was hit heavily by 21 B-24's which concentrated against 
both MOEN airfields. SBD's and F4U's attacked gun emplacements on TAROA and 
MILLE, while Army 3-25's bombed PONAPE airfields. 

COD (SS 224) (SWPA) summarizes 4th war patrol. Operating north of MALAY 
BARRIER sank 1 4000-ton AK, 1 2000-ton AK, 1 2000-ton naval auxiliary vessel, and 
1 1000-ton auxiliary transport; damaged 1 4000-ton AK. 

JCS 262156 discusses confinement of Japanese POW's and civilians in American 
captured territory; also discusses use of Koreans for labor purposes. 

On 29 August (K) 2 SB-24's from 5th AF continued heckling of DAVAO. 39 
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29 August (Oahu date - cont'd) 

B-24's and 23 B-25's from 0571 ISLAND heavily bombed storage and personnel areas, 
and AA positions along WASILE BAY, and at KAOE TOWN (HALMAHERA). 31 F-38’s 
(loaded with 1000-lb. bombs) attacked barracks and oil tanks at BOELA (CERAM). 

23 P-47' s from NOEMFOOR ISLAND bombed the UTARCM runway and MANCK5TARI storage 
areas; 30 other fighter bombers (from BIAK) hit the BABO and RANSIKI airdromes. 
Other fighter sweeps were made along west GEELVINK BAY and south VOGELKOP. 
Attacks continued in the AITAPE-5VE5iAK area. Search planes continued to attack 
shipping east of MINDANAO, and in vicinity of KAI ISLANDS, MANADO, TIMOR, and 
CELEBES. Strikes also continued against E HEW BRITAIN, N NEW IRELAND, and S 
BOUGAINVILLE. 

On 28 August 5 of 6 starting PV's from FAW-4 bombed shore installations 
(by 2 PV’s) and shipping (by 3 PV's) at PARAMUSHIRU and SHIMUSHU. 2 B-25's 
attacked picket boats 10 miles N of SHIMUSHU. One PV landed in KAMCHATKA after 
being damaged by enemy fighters. On the 29th PARAMUSHIRU was again bombed by 
3 11th AF B-24's and 4 PV's from FAW-4. 



30 August (Oahu date) 

CenPac shore-based aircraft on 29 August (K) hit the PAGAN airfield, meeting 
neither interception nor AA fire. A reconnaissance B-24 operated over WOLEAI 
and YAP, encountering only meager AA fire. On night 29-30 August (K) 2 B-24's 
bombed IWO JIMA with unobserved results. 

On 30 August (K) P-47's (from SAIPAN) strafed PAGAN automatic weapons and 
storage areas. A single B-24 reconnaissance plane again operated over WOLEAI and 
YAP on the 30th; moderate AA fire.was received. MILLE was heavily hit on the 30th 
by 65 F4U's and 43 SBD's which concentrated against gun positions; the only oppo¬ 
sition was meager AA fire. On night 29-30 August (K) 1 Catalina harassed NAURU, 
while on the following day 36 Army B-25's heavily attacked gun positions and air 
strips on that island. 

GHQ SWPA 290911 states plans for reduction of U.S. forces at EMIRAU and other 
stations on SOLOMONS-EMIRAU axis; requests consideration be given to continuation 
of SoPac logistic support pending readjustment of these forces. 

In the SWPA on 30 August (K) heavy frontal activity cancelled 5th AF long 
range strikes, and hampered VOGELKOP and WEWAK area operations. On night 29-30 
August (K) heckling of DAVAO was continued by 3 SB-24's; during the same period, 

2 PBY's on a MANADO shipping strike destroyed 2 SC's, sank a small AO, and possibly 
sank a small AK or AO. In the LEMBEH STRAITS a damaged minelayer was bombed by a 
PBY and left sinking after a direct hit and several near misses. 12 NOEMFOOR-based 
RAAF P-40's bombed TDORE VILLAGE on GEELVINK BAY. 5 P-47's bombed storage areas 
at SARMI POINT. 

SEALION (SS315) operating north LUZON reports at 311235 GCT sank 1 AP and 1 
unidentified DD. Probably sank AO with 2 hits. 
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30 August (Oahu date - cont'd) 

BCUYFIN (SS 287) operating RYUKYU-CHINA coast area reports at 301101 GCT sank 
2 MINEKAZE DD's, 2 large AK's, and destroyed a trawler by gunfire. Damaged a large 
AP or AK in night surface attack. Demolished new concrete pier and 1 auto bus 
at 25-50N, 131-12E (S BORODINO) with 6 torpedoes. 

13th AF on 29 August (K) sent 3 squadrons of P-38's (32 planes) to dive bomb 
both NAMLEA airdromes. On the same day 12 RAAF P-40's bombed the BABO airstrip, 
while 3 other RAAF P-40's bombed NOEM VILLAGE on McCLUER GULF. 

13th AF on 30 August (K) struck PALAU with 33 B-24's; KOROR TOWN and MALAKAL 
HARBOR were hit; there was no interception. 10 B-25's hit 2 villages in the 
northern TANIMBAR group. On the 29th 147 F4U's, B-25's, and SBD's hit personnel 
areas on west GAZELLE PENINSULA. 

CinCSWPA reports only minor patrol contacts in the BOUGAINVILLE, WAKDE, and 
AITAPE areas; in the latter area 160 Jap bodies were found; starvation had caused 


death 



0 


31 August (Oahu Date) *, - 

On 31 August (K) 8 P-47's (from SAIPAN) used 48 rockets on automatic weapon 
positions on PAGAN, while other P-47's strafed enemy defenses on PAGAN; meager AA 
fire damaged 1 plane. A single B-24 dropped 40 125-lb. fragmentation bombs on AA 
positions and the radio station on PAGAN. MILLE gun positions were hit on the 31st 
by F4U's and SBD's while a single Navy landcat bombed NAURU. A single PBY operating 
between HAHA JIMA and IWO JIMA on the 31st, reported sinking 1 small AK and 3 
powered sampans, and badly damaging another small AK. 

ComFwdArea CenPac 272310 summarizes operations 22-26 August inclusive. 

On evening 31 August (E. Long. Date) large Jap convoy northwest LUZON inter¬ 
cepted and attacked simultaneously by wolfpack BARB (SS 220), QUEENFISH (SS 393), 
and TUNNY (SS 282) and wolfpack GROWLER (SS 215), SEALION (SS 315), and PAMPANITO 
(SS 383). BARB sank 1 6500-ton AK and 1 2,500-ton AK. QUEENFISH sank 1 AO with 
2 hits and got 2 hits in AK with results unobserved. TUNNY unable attaok. GROWLER 
sank 1 fleet DD and 1 AO and damaged 2 AK's. SEALION (reported in yesterday's 
summary) sank 1 AP and 1 unidentified DD and probably sank AO with 2 hits. PAMPANITC 
results unknown. 

BATFISH (SS 310) operating NW PALAU reports at 311200 GCT August sank 1 
MINEKAZE DD with 3 hits. 

REDFIN (SS 272)(SWPA) reports picking up on 30 August Commander J.D. Crowley 
and 16 other crew members of the FLIER (SS 250) which sank in BALABAC STRAITS (N. 
of BORNEO) after hitting a mine on 23 August. 

On 31 August (K) 24 B-24's (from DARWIN) hit the LIANG airfield, and an air¬ 
strip on TIMOR. 3 SB-24's bombed the MATINA airdrome (S. MINDANAO) and dispersal 
areas, starting large fires. 48 A-20's and B-25's, from HOLLANDIA, and 16 P-47's, 
from N0EMF00R, heavily hit AA positions and other installations at UTAROM. 12 P-47't 
attacked JEFMAN and RANSIKI airfields in the VOGELKOP. 18 Beauforts and 4 P-39's, 
from TADJI, bombed villages and fuel dumps on KAIRIRU and MUSCHU ISLANDS. 


Continued - 
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31 August (Oahu late - Cont’d) 


12 RAAF P-40's, from NOEMFOOR, bombed KOKAS with 5 tons, causing a fire and large 
explosion near a jetty. 6 other RAAF P-40‘s strafed shipping in MACCLIJER GULF, 
while 4 fighter bombers hit enemy stores on SE CERAM. 42 F4U’s hit the RABAUL 
supply Areas; usual strikes continued against KAVIENG, and against S. NEW IRELAND 
and S. BOUGAINVILLE. A single PBY search plane in a night strike in the CELEBES 
Area reported sinking 1 freighter transport in MINADO BAY, a large schooner off 
CAPE KALAPA, and destroying several of 30 bargos nested at AMOERANG wharf. 





1 September (Oahu date) 


CenPac shore-based aircraft on 31 August (K) hit building areas and gun 
positions on MILLE with 69 tons; an unspecified number of F4U's and SBD's, and 2 
B-25's participated. On the same day one B-24 dropped six tons on PAGAN against 
no opposition, while one reconnaissance B-24 operated over YAP and WOLEAI. On 
1 September (K) an unspecified number of P-47's strafed and fired 30 rockets at 
PAGAN AA positions against meager light AA fire. A reconnaissance B-24 again 
operated over YAP and WOLEAI. 

BATFISH (SS 310) on 31 August (E Long, date) destroyed a beached FUBUKE DD 
with 2 hits on NW PALAU. 

DACE (SS 247) (SWPA) summarizes 4th war patrol. Operating CELEBES SEA sank 
one 2000-ton AK and one 1200-ton vessel; damaged one large AP. 

On 31 August (F.) 33 B-24»s from 13th AF bombed the PALAUS concentrating 
against KOROR TOWN (9 B-24's), PELELIU airdrome (22 B-24's), ANGAUR ISLAIN) (1 B-24), 
and BABELTIIUAP airdrome (1 B-24); heavy AA was intense and accurate over KORCR 
TOWN; 4 of our planes were damaged. On 1 September (K) B-24's from 13th AF again 
bombed the PALAUS; the 34 planes which participated concentrated against KOROR 
TOWN; there was no interception, but AA fire was intense and generally accurate; 
one place was shot down and crashed in KOROR TOWN; 2 parachutes were seen to open. 

On 31 August (K) 24 P-38’s bombed runways at both NAMLEA airdromes with 34 
500-lb bombs; 12 other P-38's attacked SAMATE runway and strafed JEFI.1AN airstrip. 

12 RAAF P-40's from NOEMFOOR again bombed KOKAS, striking the saw-mill area and 
destroying buildings; 10 other RAAF P-40's bombed BABO hitting the airstrip with 
18 500-lb and 250-lb bombs. Fighter bombers hit enemy installations in TADJI, WCM, 
and WEWAK areas. On night 31 August - 1 September (K) 3 B-24's bombed LICANAN, 

SASSA, and MATINA airfields in the vicinity of DAVAO. 

On 1 September (K) the first heavy strike was made against DAVAO airdromes 
with 57 B-24's from the 5th AF bombing LICANAN, SASSA, and MATINA, destroying 
an estimated 22 planes on the ground and blowing up installations and starting 
fires. Of 9 enemy fighters which intercepted at LICANAN, one was probably destroyed; 
our losses to interception were none; intense, accurate, heavy AA fire over MATINA 
shot down two of our B-24's. MATINA was attacked by 19 planes which dropped 34 
tons and destroyed 4 planes on the ground. 16 planes hit LICANAN with 39 tons; 
explosions resulted and 4 planes were destroyed on the ground. SASSA was attacked 
by 22 planes which dropped 37 tons and destroyed an estimated 14 planes on the 
ground. 5 B-24's which were unable to strike the DAVAO airdromes bombed BEO on 
TALAUD ISLAND. 
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1 September (Oahu date - cont'd) 

On 1 September (K) 32 P-47's from NOEMFOOR attack BOELA, dropping 8 tons 
and starting 7 fires. BOELA was also attacked by 11 P-38’s from 0571; the dive 
bombing planes dropped 1000-lb bombs. 10 P-40's from 3IAK dive bombed NAKLEA 
hitting runways and barracks areas in the old drome area, while UTARCM runways 
were again hit by A-20's. 47 A-20’s and B-25's operating from HOLLANDIA cratered 

the BABO runway with 26 500-lb bombs. The S NEW GUINEA coast from ETNA BAY to 
WAJDOE was attacked by P-39’s from BIAK. 



2 September (Oahu date) 

CenPac shore based aircraft on 1 Sept. (K) sent an unspecified number of F4U's 
to bomb gun positions and housing areas on ROTA with l,000-£fln bombs. On 2 Sept. (K) 
16 P-47's and an unspecified number of 3-24's bombed and strafed AA positions on 
PAGAN; AA fire was meager. YAP and Y70LEAI were again reconnoitered by 1 3-24. 

IsCom GUAM reports at 020910 GCT Captain Yanaga Moriji, Japanese Navy, was 
made POW; he was in charge of Weather Bureau, Central Pacific. 

RAY (SS 271)(SWPA) summarizes 5th war patrol. Operating N of MALAY BARRIER, 
mainly W of LUZON, sank 3 10,000-ton AO’s and 1 6,400-ton AP; damaged 1 7,500-ton 
AK, 1 4,000-ton AK, and 1 6,900-ton AK. 

STINGRAY (SS 186)(SWPA) reports picking up on 31 August 1 officer and 3 en¬ 
listed men who are apparently survivors from the Jap cruiser NATORI which was sunk 
on 18 August. 

In the North Pacific on 1 Sept. 3 3-24’s from 11th AF and 6 PV’s from FAW 4 
flew a bombardment mission against northern KURILES; only 1 plane of each type 
reached the objective and bombed with unobserved results) all planes returned safely. 

On 2 Sept. (K) 33 B-24's from 13th AF bombed KOROR TOWN (PALAU); 2 planes 
were damaged and 1 failed to return; 1 small AK, 2 medium AK’s, and 2 large AK's 
were observed in the PALAUS. 

The only operations reported by 5th AF were activities of search planes which 
continued their daily strikes against enemy shipping. A PB4Y sank an oil barge 100 
miles N of PALAU. A small AK was damaged near CELE3ES. A small AK was sunk off 
W CERAM. At DAVAO a small unidentified vessel was bombed and left in a sinking 
condition. A PB4Y attacked 12 small AK’s SE of MINDANAO driving several of them 
toward the beach. 



3 September (Oahu date) 

CTG 12.5 040738 reports results of training strike against WAKE. Group con¬ 
sisted of cruisers CHESTER, PENSACOLA, and SALT LAKE CITY, CVE MONTEREY, and 3 
DD's. 
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CTG 38.4 031229 summarizes results of strikes against the BONINS during the 
period 31 August-2 September (E. Long. date). Group consisted of 2 CV's (FRANKLIN, 
ENTERPRISE), 2 CVL's (BELLEAU WOOD, SAN JACINTO), 1 CA (NEW ORLEANS), 1 CL (BILOXI), 
and 12 DD's (DesRon 6, DesDiv 12, DesDiv 24). 633 sorties were flown over target 

areas. We lost 5 planes in combat and 4 operational; 1 pilot and 3 crewmen were 
lost in combat. Damage to enemy shipping was assessed as 8 ships sunk, 3 probably 
sunk, 4 damaged, and 6 oil barges sunk. 11 e nemy planes were shot down in combat, 
35_w§.re~clestroyed on the ground, 19 were probably destroyed on the ground, and 12 
were damaged on the ground. ' 


CenPac shore-based aircraft on 2 September (K) bombed MILLE with 33 tons, 
WOTJE with 22|r tons, MALOELAP with 8 tons, TRUK with 55 tons (27 B-24's), and 
PONAPE with 11 tons. On 3 September (F.) 40 B-24's from SAIPAN hit TWO JIMA with 
96 tons; 1 B-24 crashed but all crew members bailed out and were believed to have 
been picked up by TG 38.4; 3 other B-24's were damaged. Other strikes on the 3rd 
were made against NAURU runways and gun positions by B-25's which dropped 15 tons; 
P-47's fired rockets at enemy installations on PAGAN and MAUG while F4U's bombed 
ROTA. 

PINTADO (SS 387) operating S of KOREA reports sinking 2 large AO's and 1 
large whale factory (this submarine on 19 August reported sinking 2 AK's). 

RASHER (SS 269) returning from patrol SOUTH CHINA SEA reports having sunk 
5 ships for 45,000 tons and damaging 4 others for 22,000 tons. 


In the North Pacific at 012305 one B-25 from 11th AF sank one 90-foot Jap 
vessel moored to dock at KAPARI ZAKI (SW tip of FARAMUSHIRU). A building alongside 
the dock was also destroyed. 

Heavy strikes were made on 3 September (K) by 5th AF against enemy air in¬ 
stallations and shipping along northeastern CELEBES, with 60 3-24's dropping 150 
tons. At LANGOAN 22 B-24's destroyed 15 planes in revetments with 100 1000-lb 
bombs; 1 B-24 was lost in this operation while one enemy interceptor was shot down 
and another was probably shot down. 38 B-24's hit LEHBEH with 100 tons, destroy¬ 
ing warehouses and other buildings. A small freighter transport was destroyed. 

Of 8-10 enemy interceptors 2 were destroyed and 3 were probably destroyed; no B-24's 
were damaged. 


On night 2-3 September (K) MATINA (airfield near DAVAO) was hit by one B-24 
which damaged the taxiway with 5 500-lb bombs. On the same night another B-24 
damaged one small AF. (300-700 ton) at DAVAO. On the 3rd a second heavy strike was 
made on DAVAO when 58 B-24's struck with 130 tons; P-38's provided escort; 3 enemy 
planes were shot down; all of our planes returned safely. Also on the 3rd one 
PB4Y search plane sank a small AK (150-ton) N of MINDANAO; and set fire to another 
in SARANGANI BAY. 


In attacks by single search planes in the N. E. I. area, 4-5 small AK's and 
schooners were sunk and at least six were damaged. 9 P-38's bombed oil tanks and 
the radio station at B0ELA (CERAM) with 9 1000-lb bombs. On night 1-2 September 
(K) B-24's from AUSTRALIA attacked stores and dispersal areas on TIMOR; fires 
and explosions resulted. 
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In the NEW GUINEA area on 2 September (K) KOKAS was heavily attacked by 121 
P-40's armed with 102 500-lb and 250-lb bombs. On the 3rd 42 A-20's and B-25's hit 
the airfield at NABIRE. 


Air neutralization in the BISMARCKS-SOLOMONS area continued on 1 September 
with 65 SBD’s and F4U's hitting NEW IRELAND, and 30 F4U’s attacking KAHILI in 


southern BOUGAINVILLE. 







4 September (Oahu date) 

On 4 September (K) 16 F-47's from 7th AF launched rockets and strafed gun 
positions on PAGAN. On night 3-4 September (K) a single Navy search plane heckled 
NAURU. On the 3rd and 4th a single B-24 continued reconnaissance of YAP and WOLEAI. 

On 3 September (K) 11 B-25's strafed gun positions near PITOE airdrome (NORO- 
TAI); on the same day 11 other B-25's made a shipping strike in LEMBEH STRAITS 
where 2 of the B-25's were shot down. 

On night 3-4 September (K) search planes attacked shipping at DAVAO, AMBON, 
wEST HALWAHERA, and AUOERAUG BAY. At DAVAO a 1500-ton AK v/as fired, later exploding 
and sinking; of 8 barges sighted in the gulf 3 were sunk and 3 were damaged. At 
AMBON a medium AFC was bombed and beached. Off 77EST HALMAHERA a 4000-ton AK or AP 
was sunk. In AHOERANG BAY 5 of 12 craft (80-100 foot) were destroyed. 

On 4 September (K) 35 B-24's from 13th AF bombed the PALAUS concentrating 
against KOROR TOWN, MALAKAL HARBOR, and the RABELTHUAP airdrome. On the sume day 
a PB4Y sank 3 and damaged 5 personnel barges off north tip of CELEBES. 

Air neutralization in the BISMARCKS-SGIDMONS area continued on 2 September 
with 93 F4U's and SBD's hitting supplies and buildings in the RABAUL area; 100 other 
planes swept the east coast of NEW IRELAND hitting stores, bridges, and bivouac 
areas. 

s/ 




5 September (Oahu date) 

Operations of TF 59 (E. Long, dates): On the 4th MARCUS was bombed by 2 B-24's, 
ROTA by 8 F4U's, PAGAN by 1 B-24, and ITTO JIMA by 1 B-24. On the 5th MARCUS was 
heckled by 1 B-24; PAGAN was bombed and strafed by 17 P-47's, and IWO JIMA was bombed 
by 19 B-24's. Reconnaissance of YAP and WOLEAI was continued on the 5th by 1 3-24. 
Neutralization of enemy-occupied atolls of the ItARSHALLS continued on the 5th with 
strikes against WOTJE, TAROA, and MILLE. 

BOWFIN (SS 287) reports sinking 1 small armed gasoline loaded AK at 050200 GCT 
in position 31-54N, 152-01E (540 miles NNW of MARCUS). 

BARB (SS 220) operating NW of LUZON reports encountering considerable diffi¬ 
culty with enemy aircraft on anti-submarine patrol. Reports additional sinking of 
1 Jap sampan. 

2056 














■S EORB ? 



5 September (Oahu date - cont'd) 


jr\ DECLASSIFIED 

Authority: E012958, as amended 
HQ USEUCOM 


HAKE (SS 256) (SWPA) operating off west coast of LUZON reports 1 hit in an 
ASASHIO DD with unobserved results at 060300 GCT; DD was escorting a southbound 
convoy of AK' s. 


On 5 September (K) heavy strikes were made against NE and S CELEBES. 55 3-24*s, 
escorted by P-38's hit revetment areas at LANGOAN against minor opposition. 23 other 
B-24's attacked the KENDARI airfield. 3 B-24's struck in LEMBEH STRAITS, scoring 
near misses on a freighter transport. On the preceding day a PB4Y off NE CELE3ES 
obtained hits on 3 small AK's, and sank 1 of 4 barges. 

Single search planes continued to attack shipping on night 4-5 September (K). 

At ZAMBOANGO 2 minelayers were hit by bombs, with resulting fires and explosions. 

2 SC's were sunk in SARANGANI BAY. An SB-24 heckled shipping in DAVAO GULF, while 
another sank a 3000-ton AO 80-miles SW of BOEROE ISLAND. 


99 sorties were flown by B-25's and fighter bombers on 5 September (K) against 
HALMAHERA targets. 16 B-25's bombed and strafed DJAILOLO airdrome, starting many 
fires and explosions in the target area. 54 P-38's hit GALELA airdrome with 23 tons, 
while 14 P-47's attacked the KAOE drome. 15 B-25's hit several luggers in S KAOE 
BAY, and attacked building areas in KAOE TOWN, starting large fires. 

Heavy strikes were also made on the 4th and 5th against targets in the VOGEL- 
KOP, concentrating against the JEFMAN, SAMATE, WAREN, and MOEMI airfields. On the 
4th 12 P-47's hit oil tanks and other installations at 30ELA (CERAM). 

Minor strikes were made on the 5th by 2 A-20's and 9 P-39's against enemy 
installations and bivouac areas in the vicinity of SARMI and WEWAK. 


6 September (Oahu date) 

CTF 38 070336 summarizes results of strikes against PALAUS on 6 and 7 September 
(K) by TG's 38.1, 38.2, and 38.3. 

Operations TF 59 (E. Long, dates): NAURU and PONAPE were bombed on the 5th 
by B-25's. On the 6th 17 B-24's hit IWO JIMA, while 3 B-24's fired rockets at PAGAN 
AA positions on the 6th. 

FLUSSER (DD 368) was taken under fire by a shore battery on southern tip of 
WOTJE ISLAND at 062250 TCT, suffering minor damage that will require tender avail¬ 
ability. 

In the North Pacific 4 of 6 starting PV's from FAW 4 bombed SE PARAMUSHIRU on 
4 September with unobserved results. 

GHQ SWPA 020803 (pink) issues general instructions to minimize destruction of 
life and property of Filipinos residing in metropolitan areas. 

Com3rdFlt 032209 (pink) recommends dawn D-Day fighter sweep on KITCHEN! !AID 
(MANADO, CELEBES) from position between INTERLUDE (MOROTAl) and GOSSIPMONGER (TALAUD) 
by TG 38.1. 



Continued - 
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6 September (Oahu date - cont'a) 

CinCPOA 042339 (pink) approves foregoing recommendation. 

CinCPOA 050314 (pink) replies to ComGenAAFPOA's request that he be fur¬ 
nished (A) Objectives and target dates for conceived operations following CAUSEWAY, 
and (B) Acceptability by CinCPOA of a total of 25 air combat groups by December 
1944 increasing to 76 such groups including supporting air force ground units by 
September 1945. 

On 6 September (K) 44 B-24's from 5th AF bombed SAUTA CRUZ in DAVAO GULF 
without opposition; 200 1000-lb bombs destroyed several warehouses, starting large 
fires and explosions; all planes returned safely. 11 B-25's, with fighter escort, 
bombed the airfield at BUAYAN on DAVAO GULF; there was no interception, though AA 
fire from all calibers was intense; one enemy transport plane was shot down by the 
P-38 cover. One SB-24 heckled the LICAfTAN airfield (near DAVAO). 

39 B-25's and P-38's, loaded with 1000-lb bombs, hit HALMAHERA on 6 Sep¬ 
tember (K). The B-25's hit personnel areas at GALELA, while the P-38 1 s attacked 
the runway at DJAILOLO. 6 other B-25's bombed and strafed S MOROTAI coastal vil¬ 
lages. 15 B-24's bombed RAINIS on the east coast of VARAKELLANG ISLAND (TALAUD 
group). 

The VOGELKOP airdromes at MOEMI, RANSUCI, and WAREN were bombed and strafed 
by 15 P-39's on the 6th. 30 A-20's and B-25's attacked personnel and storage areas 
at NABIRE. On the preceding day 32 RAAF P-40's cratered the JEFMAN and SAMATE air¬ 
strips and fired the SAMATE drome. Strikes continued against enemy concentrations 
in the WEWAK and SARIuI areas. 

A delayed report announces the bombing of NGESEBUS drome (PALAUS) on 4 
September (E) by 34 B-24's; on the same day 33 B-25's bombed the UTARCM runways. 

On the 3rd and 4th air neutralization of the BISMARCKS-SOLOMONS area was continued. 

CinCPOA 210123 (pink) expresses desire that personnel replacements for 
Army units to be employed in Phase 2 STALEMATE II be organized and prepared for 
transfer to YAP. 

RICHARDSON (ComGenPOA) 290901 (pink) replies to foregoing dispatch. 

CinCPOA 020200 (pink) cancels CinCPOA's directive for replacements for 
Phase 2 of STALEMATE II. 


7 September (Oahu date) 

CTG 38.4 071245 summarizes operations against YAP and ULITHI on 6 and 7 
September (K). 252 sorties were flown over the target area. The group lost 3 

planes in combat and one operationally; 3 pilots were lost in combat and one crew¬ 
man was lost operationally. 

CTG 38.4 081135 summarizes operations against YAP and ULITHI on 8 Septem¬ 
ber (K). 152 sorties were flown over the target area. The group lost one plane 
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in combat; pilot was observed in a raft. During the 3-day strike by this group 
no enemy interception was encountered, no enemy airborne planes were observed; no 
operational aircraft were on the ground, and the 2 damaged airfields at YAP had 
not been repaired. The last 2 missions scheduled by the group were cancelled owing 
to absence of suitable targets; in view of this, the group intends to hit PALAU 
one day earlier than previously scheduled. 

ComFwdAreaCentPac 022350 summarizes operations 27-31 August, inclusive. 

Operations of TF 59 (E. Long, dates): On 7 September MILLE was attacked 
by 12 F4U's and 20 SBD's, WOTJE by 40 F4U«s, AGTJIJAN by 8 P-47«s, and PAGAN by 8 
P-47's. Reconnaissance of MARCUS was continued by 3 B-24's. 

ALBACORE (SS 218) operating EMPIRE waters reports at 081208 GCT sank 1 A0 
and 1 AK-type patrol vessel; destroyed a floating horn-type mine with 20-mm gunfire. 

On 7 September, 8 survivors from a crashed PBM were rescued by the S. S. 
JAMES D. DOTY between CANTON and NANCMEA; survivors were not identified and purpose 
of flight was not clear; search continues for other possible survivors. 

In the western CAROLINES 36 B-24's on 5 September (K) bombed runways on 
PELELIU and started fires in a town on ANGAUR. On the 7th one PB4Y strafed an SC 
180 miles NW of YAP. 

On 7 September (K) a PB4Y made 6 strafing runs on a lugger and 2 small 
AE's (300-700 tons) outside SARANGANI BAY; the vessels were left burning and listing. 

On night 5-6 September (K) a search plane sank 2 luggers and damaged one 
sailboat in the vicinity of CERAM. On the 6th 5 A-20's bombed BOELA runway and 
strafed SAGAN on their return. 8 P-40’s on a shipping strike in the KAI ISLANDS 
on the 6th damaged one coastal vessel, 12 barges, and other small craft. On the 
same date 27 P-40's bombed and strafed the airstrips at JEFMAN and SAMATE. Air 
neutralization of the BISMARCKS-S0L0M0NS area continued on the 5th and 6th. 

vUk-.A\vcn6ir. 


8 September (Oahu date) 

CTF 38 080209 summarizes results of bombardment of PALAUS on 7 September 
(K) by CruDiv 14 and DesDiv 100. 

Operations of TF 59 (E. Long, dates): On 7 September both airfields on 
MOEN were effectively bombed by 26 B-24's, while 1 S3-24 harassed the airfield on 
IWO JBIA. On 8 September IWO JU.'A was bombed by 9 B-24*s, CHICHI JIMA by 6 B-24's, 
PAGAN by an unspecified number of P-47’s. NAURU was harassed by 1 search plane, 
while an unspecified number of F4U's bombed V/OTJE and JALUIT. 

SEAL (SS 183) operating OKHOTSK SEA reports at 080735 the sinking of 1 
small vessel. 

GURNARD (SS 254) (SWA) summarizes 6th war patrol. Operating north of 
MALAY BARRIER reports damaging 1 4000-ton AK. 
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8 September (Oahu date - cont'd) 

Com7thFlt reports that on 6 September (K) a reliable report indicates that 
40 enemy ships were in the harbor at MANILA BAY; included were 2 BB's, 4 CA's, 5 
CL’s, 9 DD's, 8 patrol craft; the remainder were cargo vessels. On night 6-7 Sep¬ 
tember (K) a night search plane attacked shipping in SARANGANI BAY; 1 500-ton AK 
and 1 barge were sunk, 3 500-ton AK’s and 4 barges were damaged. On the 7th a PB4Y 
sank a SIlINONOMI-class DD 180 miles E of LEYTE ISLAND. 


Com7thFlt reports that 34 B-24's bombed PALAU on 6 September (K) concen¬ 
trating against PELELIU airdrome; there was no interception although 6 planes we re 
sighted on the ground. On night 6-7 September (K) a night search plane on a ship¬ 
ping strike near CERAM reports probably sinking 1 2000-ton AK and 2 smaller vessels. 


9 September (Oahu date) 



Operations of TF 59 (E. Long, dates): On 8 and 9 September an unspecified 
number of F4U’s and SBD's attacked gun positions on MILLE. On the 9th WOTJE was 
bombed by 3 B-24's, P.ONAPE by 12 B-25's, and JALUIT by an unspecified number of 
F4U’s and SBD's. 3 B-24's were turned back from a reconnaissance flight over MARCUS 
owing to weather on the 9th; one of the planes bombed PAGAN with no interception. 

On the 10th a PB4Y search plane attacked ano left sinking a medium AO 75 miles N of 
IWO J3MA. 


SPADEFISH (SS 411) chased 8 A?: ’ s with 4 escorts from SAHUCHO KAKU (HE 
FORMOSA) for 17 hours; sank 4 AK's and damaged 1 AK in 2 night surface attacks. 
Remainder of convoy entered bay at 24-24N, 124-03E (13C miles E of FORMOSA) at 
081900 GCT. 

BANG (SS 385) attacked a convoy of 2 AK's, 1 AO, and 2 or more escorts 
at 090630 GCT, position 28-5311, 137-42E (240 miles F of BONITIS), course 180, speed 
8; sank 1 medium AK and 1 medium AO with 2 hits each. 

PIAICE (SS 390) reports 1 timed hit in KONGO MARU converted to auxiliary 
cruiser at 090140 GCT, position 27-2611, 126-54E (300 miles E of north tip of FOR¬ 
MOSA), course 020, speed 16. 

GROUPER (SS 214) on lifeguard station off PALAUS reports at 091400 GCT 
has 6 downed aviators aboard; all are in good shape; these were from the only 3 
crashes reported to her. 

BARB (SS 220) reports convoy with large continual air coverage, with inner 
and outer anti-submarine escorts, position 19-30N, 121-05E (50 miles N of LUZON) 
at 082000 GCT, course 135 to 210, speed 8. 

In the North Pacific on 7 September 2 of 11 starting PV's succeeded in 
bombing KAKUMABETSU; results were unobserved. On the 10th a B-25, attacking a 
4-ship convoy near PARAMUSHIRU, hit the mast of a ship and crashed; the crew was 
reported in a raft 15 niles SF of SURI3AC1II FAN; rescue measures were underway. 

On 8 September (K) 53 B-24's attacked buildings, docks, and warehouses at 
MANADO (CELEBES); oil fires and explosions resulted; there was no interception. 

On night 6-7 September (K) 2 SB-24's hit the MANADO waterfront, starting fires. 
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On 8 September (K) 24 B-25's hit stores and strafed gun positions along 
S WASILE shores (HAIMAHERA.). On the 9th a group of B-24's bombed airfields at 
GALELA VILLAGE (HAJKAHERA). On night 7-8 September (K) 3 SB-24’s bombed revetments 
on NGESEBUS (PALAU). 



10 September (Oahu date) 

CTF 57 080410 summarizes operations 1-5 September, inclusive. 

CTG 38.4 101221 summarizes operations of TG 38.4 against PALAU on 10 Sep¬ 
tember (K). 254 combat sorties were flown, and 80 tons of bombs and 48 rockets 

were expended. The group lost 4 planes, all from AA fire; ^ pilots and 3 air crew¬ 
men were lost. 

MINDANAO was hit on 9 September (K) by TG's 38.1, 38.2, and 38.3 which 
concentrated against enemy airfields. Only 6 enemy planes were observed airborne 
and they were shot down; 60 planes on the ground were destroyed or damaged. There 
were but few installations on most of the airfields; scattered barracks and ware¬ 
houses and a few trucks were destroyed. Shipping sunk: 9 AK’s (700-1300 tons), 

1 medium AK, 7 small AK’s, 1 patrol craft, 32 loaded SC's (300-700 ton AK's), and 
20 sampans. Ships damaged by being set afire: 1 AK (700-1300 ton), 1 AK (1500- 
2500 ton), and at least 17 luggers and sampans. 

Operations of TF 59 (E. Long, dates): On night 9-10 September an SB-24 
heckled IWO JIMA by dropping 40 100-lb bombs on runways; on the following day 16 
B-24's hit airfields and adjacent installations on IWO JIMA; of 7-10 interceptors, 

5-6 were shot down, 1 was probably shot down, and 1 was damaged; 2 of our crewmen 
were killed and 5 were wounded; 3 B-24's were damaged, one of which crash-landed 
at the base. On 9 September NAURU was bombed by 7 B-25's and WOTJE by 36 F4U's. 

ROTA was hit on the 10th by an unspecified number of F4U's which concentrated against 
the airstrips; at the same time 3 B-24's bombed 2 AK's and 1 DD W of CHICHI JIMA 
with ineffective results. 

SEAL (SS 183) operating OKHOTSK SEA reports at 101530 GCT the sinking of 
1 DD and 1 AK. 1 AK was probably sunk; when last seen it was burning and exploding. 

1 AK and 1 AP were damaged. 

GROUPER (SS 214) reports at 110945 GCT picking up another downed airman 
off PALAU. 

Com3rdFlt 091830 (pink) is warning order for modification of OpPlan 14-44 
if information and results of first MINDANAO strikes make modification desirable. 

Cincpoa 101955 (pink) replies to foregoing dispatch. 

Cincpac 062136 (pink) outlines plan to leave CruDiv 5 in TF 57, at least 
until after STALSIATE. 
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Com3rdFlt 100705 (pink) in conformity with foregoing dispatch issues in¬ 
structions re employment of CruDiv 5. 

Cincpoa 102333 (pink) requests comment or concurrence in Cincpoa Joint 
Staff Study of INSURGENT operation as basis for detailed planning of Pacific Fleet 
cover and strategic support of SWPA operations to occupy the SARANGANI BAY and LEYTE 
-SURIGAO STRAIT areas. 


In the North Pacific on 9 September 2 photographic Liberators, escorted by 
4 B-24's, carried out an amed reconnaissance mission of EARA3U ZAKI; 1 of 6 inter¬ 
cepting fighters was probably damaged; all planes returned safely after a successful 
photographic mission. KASHIWABARI was bombed on the 10th by an unspecified number 
of Navy planes; fires and explosions resulted. 

On 9 September (K) 59 B-24's bombed MAPANGET airdrome in NE CELEBES, hit 
personnel areas and AA positions with 150 tons of 500-pound and 250-lb bombs; there 
was no enemy interception; all planes returned safely. On night 7-8 September (K) 
a PBY left 1 small AK listing. HALMAHERA was heavily bombed on 8 and 9 September 
(K); on the 9th 27 B-24's bombed the LOLOBATA dromes, while on the preceding GALELA, 
KA0E, DJAIL0L0, and LOLOBATA were attacked by 22 B-24's, 38 3-25*s, and 12 P-47*s. 
GALELA was bombed on the 9th by 20 B-24's. 24 P-38's bombed the HAR0EK0E drome (S 

of CERAM)* while 6 A-20's attack BOELA and 71 fighter bombers hit the LIANG airstrips 
in AMBON. 23 B-25's cratered an unidentified runway in the KAI ISLANDS group on the 
8th, while 9 Beauforts bombed barracks areas on TIMOR. 


Search planes continued to attack shipping in the PHILIPPINE areas. On 
7 September (K) 2 PB4Y's attacked 2 small AK's and 1 lugger in SARANGANI BAY; 1 
vessel was left afire. On night 8-9 September (K) a PBY probably sank 1 10,000-ton 
AO in MALUSO BAY on the west coast of BA5ILAN. On the same night just S of BASILAN, 
a 1500-2500 ton AK was left burning from 2 hits by a PBY. 


On night 8-9 September (K) several Jap bombers attacked the BORCKOE air¬ 
strip on BIAK; 2 men were killed and 12 wounded; our night fighters shot down 1 
enemy bomber and a second enemy bomber was apparently shot dovm by other Jap planes. 


Airfields in the VOGELKOP area were attacked on 8 September (K) by B-25's, 
A-20's, and fighter bombers. 3AB0 was hit by 4 squadrons of 3-25's, UTARCM by an 
unspecified number of A-20's, and RANSIKI and MANOKWARI by an unspecified number 
of fighter bombers. Air neutralization of the SCLOMONS-BISUARCKS area continued 
on 7 and 8 September (K). 




11 September (Oahu date) 


CTC- 38.4 111332 summarizes results of air strikes against PALAUS on 11 
September (K). 249 sorties were flown over the target area. The group lost one 

plane operationally. 1 SC was sunk and one was damaged. 


CTG 38.4 121245 summarizes results of strikes against PALAUS on 12 Septem¬ 
ber (K). 270 sorties were flown over the target area. One plane with pilot was 

lost operationally. 
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11 September (Oahu date - cont'd) 

Operations of TF 59 (E. Long, dates): On 11 September 29 B-24's bombed 
TRUK concentrating against STEM ISLAND and the seaplane base; of 5-6 aggressive 
interceptors, 1 was destroyed and 1 was damaged; 3 B-24's were slightly damaged. 

On night 10-11 September 17/0 JIMA was heckled by 1 SB-24. MALOELAP and JALUIT were 
bombed by an unspecified number of F4U's, while F4U’s and SBD's hit MILLE. Attacks 
against PAGAN continued on the 11th by P-47's from SAIPAN. 

CTG 32.5 reports that operations on 12 September (K) went according to 
plan, except for a collision between the FULLAM (DD 474) and the NOA (APD 24) which 
resulted in the sinking of the latter ship without loss of life. The group encoun¬ 
tered no return fire from shore except that from light machine guns and rifles. 

The waters around PELELIU and ANGAUR have been swept; 12 chemical horn mines were 
swept from the area S of ANGAUR; 2 mines were observed just outside the reef to the 
W of PELELIU. 

ALBACORE (SS 218) operating E of KYUSHU reports at 110950 GCT in night 
submerged radar approach sank an unidentified escorted AK. 

On 10 September (K) SWP Air Forces heavily attacked the CELEBES with 58 
B-24's; there was no interception and the only AA fire encountered was at MANAD0. 

24 B-24's hit headquarters and barracks buildings at N0NAPAN with 84 tons of 1000- 
lb bombs. LANG0AN airdrome was hit by 16 B-24's which dropped 56 tons of 1000-lb 
and 2000-lb bombs. 13 B-24's bombed the runway at MAPANGET with 45 tons of 1000-lb 
and 2000-lb bombs. 5 B-24’s dropped 17 tons of bombs on the MANADO waterfront; on 
the preceding night the waterfront was heckled by 1 SB-24. The revetment areas at 
KENDARI were heavily hit on night 8-9 September (K) by 20 B-24's. 

Heavy strikes were also made against HALMAHERA on 10 September (K) by 4 
squadrons of B-24's; there was no enemy interception, though heavy AA fire was in¬ 
tense. L0L0BATA was hit by 2 squadrons, HATETABAK0 by one squadron, and WASILE 
BAY by one squadron. On the same day a single photographic plane operated over 
MITI. 


On 10 September (K) both NAMLEA airdromes were attacked by 42 B-25’s which 
concentrated against Dersonnel areas; 1 3-25 was shot down by AA fire. On the same 
day 11 P-38's bombed and strafed NAMLEA TOWN airdrome and revetment areas. 

CERAM was attacked on 10 September (K) by A-20's and P-38's. 1 group of 
A-20’s hit the airdrome at AMAHAI; there was no interception, though 2 planes were 
shot down by AA fire. 12 P-38’s fired oil tanks at BOELA. 

On night 9-10 September (K) 1 SB-24 harassed NGESEBUS airdrome, while 1 
PBY attacked 2 freighter transports off ZAMBOANGA inflicting damage to one. 

Attacks continued against airfields in the VOGELKOP and against enemy 
troop concentrations and installations along the north coast of NEW GUINEA. 
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12 September (Oahxi date) 




Operations of TF 59 (E. Longitude dates): On 11 September 15 B-25's bonbed 
TWO JIMA airfields dropping 40 500-lb. and 420 100-lb. bombs; large fires resulted; 
1 of 4 intercepting fighters was destroyed; 2 B-24's were damaged. On the 12th 
storage and magazine areas on JALUTT were hit by an unspecified number of F4U's, 
while 1 PBY bombed an ammunition dump on NAURU. P-47's from SAIPAN continued to 
attack PAGAN on the 12th. 


An Underwater Demolition Team cleared large boulders from 2 DUKW lanes over 
ORANGE THREE BEACH (SW PELELTU). On night 13-14 September (K) obstacles will be 
removed from ORANGE BEACH TWO. Obstacles will be cleared from WHITE BEACHES (N of 
ORANGE BEACHES) on night 14-15 September (K). 

GROWLER (SS 215), operating CHINA SEA, attacked a 9-ship 5-escort convoy 
at 111654 GCT. 1 unidentified DD was sunk and 2 large AK's were damaged; 5 hours 
later a FUBUKI DD was sunk. 


PIPEFISH (SS 388), operating EMPIRE waters, reports at 131331 GCT 1 medium 
AN probably sunk and 1 AGS damaged. 

GUITARRO (SS 363)(SWPA) summarizes second war patrol. Operating N of MALAY 
BARRIER (mostly W of LUZON) sank 1 AMIGARI DD, 1 HIBIKI DD, 1 4,000-ton AK, 1 
2,000-ton AK, and 1 700-ton miscellaneous craft; damaged 1 KATORI CL and 1 4,000-ton 
AK. 

CinCSoWestPac 111637 (Pink) refers to CinCPOA 210816 (Pink) August relating 
to fast carrier strikes in support of the TALAUD Operation. 

CinCPOA 130131 (Pink) replies to the foregoing dispatch. 

Com3rdFlt 130230 (Pink) reports results of carrier strikes against CENTRAL 
PHILIPPINES by TG's 38.1, 38.2, 38.3 on 12 September (E.L.T.). 50 airborne planes 

shot down, and over 150 planes destroyed on the ground; several AK's and many small 
vessels sunk. Downed carrier pilot rescued from LEYTE informed by natives that 
there are no enemy on LEYTE, BOHOL, APIT, or small islands in the vicinity. 

Com3rdFlt 130300 (Pink) believes that PALAUS not now needed to support oc¬ 
cupation of PHILIPPINES, and that Yiestern CAROLINES, except ULITHI, not essential 
to our operations; believes LEYTE fleet base can be seized immediately. 

CinCPAC 130747 (Pink) replies to foregoing dispatch. 

CinCPOA 130813 (Pink) announces that forces for STALEMATE II will sail as 
planned, that if occupation of YAP is eliminated, 24th Corps (including 7th, 77th, 
and 96th Divs.), plus corps troops and garrison forces for YAP, would be potentially 
available to exploit favorable developments in the PHILIPPINES. 

In the North Pacific on 11 September 6 PV's from FAW 4 bombed coastal posi¬ 
tions and picket boats along SE coast of PARAMUSHIRU. On the 12th 4 PV's from FAW 4 
bombed NW and SW PARAMUSHIRU. 2 B-25’s from 11th AF attacked shipping off SHIMUSHU; 

1 medium AK and 4 small cargo vessels were sunk and 2 other small ships were damaged. 


- Continued - 
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On 11 September (K) HALMAHERA was again heavily attacked by 25 B-24’s. 

13 B-24's hit the GALELA runway with 37 tons; there was no interception though 2 
planes were damaged by AA fire. 12 B-24's bombed MITI runway with 30 tons; there 
was neither interception nor AA fire. 

On 11 September (K) a PB4Y on a shipping strike near CELEBES hit a lugger 
with a 100-lb. incendiary bomb; another PB4Y sank a 100-ft. schooner. On the same 
day 22 B-25's attacked the KAIROTOE airfield on CERAM, while 34 P-38's cratered the 
AMAHAI runway; fighter bombers destroyed buildings at BOELA and left a snail AK 
sinking near HAROEKOE. On night 10-11 September (K) 2 PBY’s destroyed a large 
barge off western CERAM, probably destroyed 1 AK (300-700 tons), damaged 2 similar 
AK's, and drove a medium AK onto a reef. Heckling of PALAU continued on night 10-11 
September (K), with 4 3-24's bombing the 2 PALAU airstrips. 

J 

13 September (Oahu date) 

32.j reports that operations for 14 September (K) proceeded according 
to plan. Despite efforts of our flamethrowers and gunfire, efforts to uncover the 
enemy's heav\ defenses have failed. Underwater demolition teams have done an ex¬ 
cellent job on clearing reefs and approaches to beaches at PELELIU and AilGAUR. 
f.any tank obstructions were observed bank of the beaches. Minesweeping of KOSSOL 
PASSAGE proceeds satisfactorily. The PERRY (BMS 17) while sweeping off SE coast 
of ANGAUR hit a mine and sank; there we re 11 casualties including 2 seriously 
wounded. 


Com3rdFlt 140800 summarizes results of 3-ciay carrier strikes on PATIAY, NEGROS, 
CEBU, LEYTE, SAJ1AR, southern LUZON, and smaller islands around the VISAYAN SEA. 

156 enemy planes were shot down and 272 were reported destroyed on the ground 
(probably high); photos indicate 150-175 pianos destroyed on the ground. 40 enemy 
ships were reported sunk, including 2 large AK's, 1 medium AP, 2 DE's, and 35 
smaller ships; 38 were reported damaged and possibly sunk, including 5 AK's, 1 
medium AO, 30 small ships, 2 UTS's, and many sampans; 5 small ships were reported 
damaged. Our plane losses were described as relatively very light; no figures were 
given. Enemy air reaction was weak. Considerable damage was inflicted upon ground 
installations. 


CTF 57 110C20 summarizes operations 6-10 September, inclusive. 

CTG 38.4 131248 summarizes operations of TG 38.4 against PALAU on 13 Septem¬ 
ber (K). PO tons oi bombs, 164 rockets, and 14 Napalm fire bombs were placed in 
the target areas. The group lost 1 plane with crew in combat, and 5 planes 
operationally. 


Operations of TP 59 (E. Long, dates): On 12 September an unspecified number 
of F4TI's bombed WOTJE gun positions and radio station, v/hile SBD's hit MIL1.E biv¬ 
ouac areas; both strikes mot only meager AA fire. A single B-24 bombed a building 
area on MARCUS on the 12th. On the 13th MARCUS was hit by 2 B-24's, WOTJE by an 
unspecified number of F4U's, NAURU by an unspecified number of B-25's, and PAGAN by 
an unspecified number of P-47's. 


OPD-WDGS Amer Theater 121816 outlines mission of the Alaskan Department 
with respect to forthcoming operations in the Pacific. 
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13 September (Oahu date - cont'd) 

CinCSWPA 140316 (pink) replies to Com3rdFlt 130300 (pink) and Cincpoa 
130813 (pink). 

Cincpac 140835 (pink) requests copy OCTAGON 24. 

Cincpoa 141000 (pink) replies to CinCSWPA 140316 (pink) requesting clarifi¬ 
cation and amplification of dispatch. 

On 12 September (K) 48 B-24's cratered runways on 3 NE CELEBES airdromes 
(unnamed), meeting neither AA fire nor enemy interception; at the same time P-38's 
damaged 12 small AK's in MANADO BAY. HALMAHERA airdromes were heavily attacked on 
the 12th by 4 squadrons of B-24's which hit LOLOBATA and HATETA3AK0, while other 
B-24's with P-38 escorts struck EAOE and GALELA. An unspecified number of B-25's 
attacked MOROTAI on the 12th, hit radar installations and destroyed a number of 
buildings. 15 P-38’s against struck the NA}ILEA runways on the 12th, and a PB4Y 
sank 3 supply-laden small boats off the north coast of BOEROE. On 11 September (K) 
24 B-24's struck LAHA (ANBON) dispersal areas, runways, and barracks; 3 large fires 
which resulted caused extremely heavy explosions. On night 11-12 September (K) 
PALAU was heckled by 2 B-24's which hit the PELELIU and NGESEBUS airdromes. Air 
neutralization of the BISMARCKS-SOLOMONS area was continued on the 10th. 


0 ** 


14 September (Oahu date) 

1st UarDiv on 15 September (K) landed on beaches SW PELELIU according to 
schedule at 0830. As of 1800 the division had advanced to base of high ground at 
northern limits of airfield; elements fought their way across the southern limits 
of the airfield; other elements were forging ahead to the southern tip of the island 
where strong opposition has developed. The depth of the perimeter is shallow, being 
generally from 200 to 600 yards with deepest penetration of 1300 yards. Beaches 
were under intermittent artillery and mortar fire all of D day. Enemy opposition 
was stiff on all beaches, with loss of a number of LVT's after landing. Tanks were 
ashore within 2 hours after the leading wave landed. Enemy made several counter¬ 
attacks during the day but all were repulsed. Our casualties are reported as 27 
KIA and 422 WIA. Sweeping of KOSSOL PASSAGE has been completed to a depth of 30 
feet; 100 mines have been swept up. 

CinCSWPA reports that landings were effected on MOROTAI according to plan 
on 15 September (K); assault forces which landed to the N and S of the airfield 
advanced to the northern and southern edges of the field without encountering enemy 
opposition. Low flying aircraft circled the island at 100 feet, reporting no sign 
of enemy activity. 

TG 38.2 has aboard 46 enemy POW's taken during operations off the PHILIPPINES 
(details unknown); POW's were transferred by DD to CTF 32. 

CTG 38.4 141415 summarizes operations against PALAU on 14 September (K). 

262 sorties were flown over the target area; 87 tons of bombs, 272 rockets, and 12 
Napalm fire bombs were expended. No plane losses wore reported. 
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14 September (Oahu date - cont'd) 


CTG 38.4 151349 summarizes operations of TG 38.4 against PALAU on 15 Sep¬ 
tember (K). 220 sorties were flown over the target areas; 65 tors of bombs, 307 

rockets, and 16 Napalm fire bombs were expended. The group lost one plane with 
crew in combat. 

Operations of TF 59 (E. Long, dates): MILLS was bombed on 13 September by 
13 F4U's and SBD's ard again on the following day by an unspecified number of same 
type planes. An SB-24 heckled TWO JIMA on the 13th; on the following day IWO JIMA 
was heavily bombed by 28 B-24's. On the 14th strikes were made against gun posi¬ 
tions at JALUIT and personnel shelters at WOTJE; 2 B-24's bombed MARCUS. Neutrali¬ 
zation of ROTA and PAGAN was continued on the 14th by P-47's from SAIPAN. 

SUNFISH (SS 281) operating YELLOV. SEA reports at 141120 GCT sank 1 AO and 1 
AK; probably sank 1 AO and 1 AK; damaged 1 AO. 

PAMPANITO (SS 383), SEALION (SS 315), and GROWLER (SS 215) made coordinated 
attacks against a large Jap convoy on nights 11-12 and 12-13 September (E. Long, 
dates) in the CHINA SEA. PAMPANITO sank 1 large AP and 1 medium AK; damaged 1 
medium AK. GROWLER results reported in CenPac summary 12 September as 2 DD*s 
sunk and 2 AK's sunk should be changed to 2 DD's sunk and 2 AK's damaged . SEALION 
sank 1 large AO and 1 AP; 1200 Australian and British POVT's were in the water after 
the AP sank; PAMPANITO has rescued at least 60 Australian British POW's, and is 
still picking up survivors; SEALION has rescued 53 others and reports all are in¬ 
fected with malaria, beri beri, and pallegra; BARB (SS 220) and QUEENFISH (SS 393) 
have been ordered to the scene to assist in rescue. 

GUAVINA (SS 362) (SWPA) attacked KATORI CL anchored at PACU3AS (S MINDANAO, 

SARANGANI STRAIT) at 150326 GCT (3 hits) and at 150855 GCT (4 hits). Target was 
destroyed; the ship broke into three parts and the wreckage was burning fiercely. 

RATON (SS 270) (SWPA) summarizes 5th war patrol. Operating CHINA SEA sank 
1 large AO (9200 tons). 

3LUEFISH (SS 222) returning PEARL from operations in SWPA under CTF 71 
reports sinking 1 19,500-ton AK (believed to be converted seaplane tender), 1 
10,000-ton AO, and was given 50 percent credit for sinking another 10,000-ton AO 
(PUFFER received 50 percent credit for damaging the AO and forcing it aground on 
MINDANO ISLAND). 

JCS 090314 (pink) directs Cincpoa and CinCSWPA, in furtherance of strategic 
concept set forth in JCS 713/4, to conduct certain operations and to submit plans 
for the operations which are directed. 

Cincpoa 132100 (pink) outlines purpose of occupation of PALAU and TJLITHI. 

Cincpoa 140101 (pink) states that to exploit fully the favorable developments 
to date, it now appears feasible to use the YAP force to assist in an early move¬ 
ment into LEYTE; or if MacArthur should not desire to move, it may be feasible to 
take IWO JIMA in mid-October, using the YAP force. 

Cominch 141325 (pink) states that Joint Chiefs of Staff are of the opinion 
that elimination of the occupation of YAP and the uti lization of that force to 
occupy LEYTE are highly desirable. 
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14 September (Oahu date - cont'd) 

CinCSWPA 142359 (pink) states that CinCSWPA is prepared to move immediately 
to the execution of K-2, with target date 20 October. 

JCS 150258 (pink) authorizes MacArthur to execute the LEYTE operation, with 
target date of 20 October. 

In the North Pacific on 13 September (K) 2 of 6 starting PV's from FAW-4 
bombed east-central SHIMUSHU; the other 4 PV's were forced back by enemy fighters; 
all planes returned safely. On the following day 3 B-24's from 11th AF bombed 
KURABU ZAKI (S PARAMUSHIRU); results were unobserved; all planes returned safely. 

TG 38.1, operating in support of the landings on MOROTAI on 15 September (K), 
bombed the 4 HALMAHERA airfields; no results have as yet been reported. On the 
preceding day the HALMAHERA airfields of L0L03ATA and HATETAKOBO were hit by 8 
squadrons of B-24's; 6 squadrons hit the former field and 2 squadrons the latter; 
weather turned back other heavy strikes directed at MOROTAI and GALELA. 

Heavy attacks were made against the CELEBES on 14 September (K) by 57 3-24's 
which hit the MAPANGET airdrome with 185 tons of 2000-lb and 1000-lb bombs; there 
was neither AA fire nor interception. On the preceding night 3 SB-24's started 
large fires at AMOERANC- BAY; at the same time PBY's bombed and damaged an AK (2000- 
4500 ton) at MANADO. 

On 14 September (K) 8 fighter bombers attacked the 30SLA airfields on CERAM. 

On night 13-14 September (K) 3 SB-24's bombed the airdromes at PELELIU and NGESEBUS. 

Attacks were made against BABO, VOGELKOP, and Y/EY/AK on 14 September (K). The 
3AB0 runways were hit by 25 A—20's and 3 B-25's. 31 P-40's attacked SAliATE, JEFMAN, 
and MOEMI airdromes in the VOGELKOP; near SORQNG P-40's fired 5 of 9 sailing vessels. 
The WEWAK airdrome was hit by 19 fight bombers. 

On 11 and 12 September (K) air neutralization of the BISMARCKS-SCLOMONS area 
continued. 156 sorties hit bivouac and supply areas on W GAZELLE PENINSULA, while 
minor strikes were made in BOUGAINVILLE and NEV7 IRELAND. 



15 September (Oahu date) 

At 0800 on 16 September (I) 1st UarDiv resumed the attack, capturing the 
airfield. The enemy made several counterattacks between 0300 and dawn; one was 
heavy, but all were repulsed. As of noon on the 16th the front line extended from 
beach NY/ of the airfield thence along northern border of the field to the swamp, 
thence southward along edge of swamp and beach to necks of both southern peninsulas. 

On 16 September (I) TG 38.4 continued its support of assault forces on PELE¬ 
LIU, making full use of rockets and Napalm fire bombs; 1 plane was lost operationally, 

F-day for assault operations against ANGAUR will be 17 September (I). 

The MOROTAI operation continues without enemy opposition; landing force com¬ 
mander assumed command of forces ashore at 1000 16 September (I). 
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15 September (Oahu date - cont'd) 

Operations of TF 59 (E. Long, dates): On 15 September TRUK was heavily hit 
by 29 3-24's which concentrated against DUBLON and MOEN; 5 unaggressive intercep¬ 
tors were encountered, one of which was damaged; 1 B-24 was damaged. PONAPE was 
attacked on the 15th by B-25's and V/OTJE by F4U's. P-47's from SAIPAN continued 
attacks on PAGAN AA positions. 

FINBACK (SS 230) operating off BONINS reports sinking 1 small PiAJRU on 11 
September. She has aboard 5 downed airmen (3 from FRANKLIN, 1 from SAN JACINTO, 

1 from ENTERPRISE). 

SEADEVIL (SS 400) operating E of HONSHU reports at 161136 GCT the sinking 
of 1 I-class submarine with 2 hits. 

/ 

BATFISH (SS 310) (SViPA) summarizes 4th war patrol. Operating NW PALAU sank 
1 MINEKAZE DD and 1 FUBUKI DD (previously reported). 

CASE (DD 370) has been directed to rendezvous with the PAJ.IPANITO and the 
SEALION at 16-00N, 140-00E (330 miles W of MARIANAS) to effect transfer of Austra¬ 
lian and British POL's aboard the 2 submarines. The CAS 1 *' will proceed to SAIPAN. 

Cincpoa 152044 (pink) modifies OpPlan 6-44 to delete YAP from positions to 
be captured; orders governing employment of troops and garrison forces heretofore 
intended for YAP will follow. 

CinCSTTPA 160125 (pink) replies to Cincpoa 102333 (pink) which requested com¬ 
ment or concurrence of Joint Staff Study of INSURGENT Operation. 

Cincpoa 160346 (pink) gives information of forces to be made available to 
Com7thFleet for support of LEYTE Operation (to comply with directive of OCTAGON 
31A; see JCS 150258 pink). Cincpoa 160535 and A 161119 also relate. 

twi"*** 

Cincpoa 160410 (pink) assumes that ships and troops employed (in support of 
LEYTE Operation) will be returned to operational control of Cincpoa as soon as 
situation permits. 

In the North Pacific on 13 September 3 B-24's from 11th AF bombed SURI3ACHI 
with unobserved results. On the following day 2 PV's from FAW-4 bombed southern 
PARAMUSHIRU; several fighters ineffectively intercepted; all planes returned safely. 

On 15 September (i) SHP air forces bombed the VOGELKOP airfields; other 
reports of activity have not been received. 

Com7thFleet states that reliable reports indicate that our guerrilla forces 
on MINDANAO have occupied main enemy positions at MAUGPO (50 kilometers north of 
DAVAO CITY) and GARGTO. They have established a main line of resistance E from 
TAGUM RIVER at BINCOHGAN to MADAUM. They have requested no bombing north of this 
line and east of TAGUM RIVER. 
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An additional report from CTF 31 states that 1st MarDiv continued the attack 
on PELELIU against strongly prepared defenses organized in depth along the entire 
front and including many pill boxes; in the advance the infantry used flame 
throwers and were supported by tanks, artillery, anu naval and air bombardment. 

16 to 20 enemy tanks were reported destroyed. Enemy known killed: 1458. 

Our casualties (incomplete): KIA 84; WIA 1519; OA 9. CGlstf.IarDiv moved ashore 
at 0815(l) 16 Sept. Preliminary reports for operations on 17 Sept (I) indicates 
satisfactory progress; the attack was resumed at 0800 and material gains were 
made on the north, and advances were made on the south within the southern pen¬ 
insula. 

After heavy preparatory naval gunfire and air strikes on 17 Sept (I), 

81st Infantry Division landed at 0830 on beaches on NE and E coasts of ANGUAR 
against light opposition. Landing was effected by LVTs followed by boats; tanks 
have landed also. Troops have advanced to approximately the first phase line 
400 yards inland; contact between elements from the respective beaches is expected 
to be made shortly. TG 38.2 supported the AlIGUAR landing. 

TG 38.1 has been released from its assigned mission of supporting the NOROTAI 
operation; all task groups of TF 38 are now in the PALAU area. 

Operations of TF 59 (E. Long, dates): On 15 Sept IY/0 JB'A was heckled by a 
S3-24; on the following day IL'O JE.;A was heavily attacked by 15 B-24s which hit 
the airfield with 147 500 lb bombs; fires and large explosions resulted. An 
unspecified number of F4Us attacked ROTA gun positions on the 15th; on the 
following day 32 F4Us bombed the ROTA runway and gun positions. On the 16th 
PAGAN was bombed by two B24s and P47s, while T/DTJE was attacked by an unspecified 
number of F4Us. 

The submarines PA! PA! ITO and SKALIOU vail reach the rendezvous area with the 
CHASE (DD370) at 1300(1) 18 Sept. UJ.IPANITO carries 72 survivors all of whom are 
in extremely poor physical condition after enduring many months of Jap atrocities; 
there are 15 stretcher cases, two of whom are in critical condition; one survivor 
died. SEALIOH reports that 3 survivors have died ana that 6 others are in critical 
condition; the remaining ones are improving. 

SEA 1 ORSE (SS304) operating east of PHILIPPI 1 T3S as part of submarine screen 
reports that she has aboard one Jap POW who was picked up from the water on 14 
Sept, east of LEYTE; POW was radio operator of a chrashed 3et.ty. 

CTG 59.3 reports that facilities for seaplane and ASW searches will be ready 
on 18 Sept (I) in Kt*JOL PASSAGE. 

At MOROTAI on 15 Sept (i) 6 325s sprayed the landing area with insecticide, 
in coordination with beach head operations; on the following day two of our planes 
were shot down, one by a Jap fighter and one by AA over HAIilAHARA. The runway 
at KAOE and the town and jetty were bombed and strafed on 14 Sept (i) by 14 B24s 
and 31 A20s. nAUADO town (CELEBES) was h i.t on the 14th by two B24s; on the 
previous night search planes obtained a probable hit on a medium AK in MANADO 
harbor. 10 fighter bombers and attac'r pianos bombed the BOELA airfield (CERAM) 
on the 15th. Fighter bombers in a shipp.ng strike in the vicinity of KAI islands 
sank -*• barge and damaged 5 smaller craft. 
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Strikes were continued against enemy installations and concentrations in the 
YvEWAK area on the 14th and 15th. On the 15th 26 fighter bombers attacked airfields 
and gun positions in the VOGELKOP, concentrating against MOMI, MANOKWARI, and 
SAT. ATE. 


Air neutralization of the SOLOMONS - 3IS1ARCK area was continued on 14 Sept 
with 212 sorties against the usual targets. 

GHQ*150419 (pink) issues warning instructions (designated as Number 5/1) 
governing operations against LEYTE. 

GHQa 150707 (pink) refers to CinCPOA 141000 (pink); outlines plans for employ¬ 
ment of 24th Corps (less 77th Div) and a corps of 2 divs from SWPA for conduct of 
operations against LEYTE. 

CTF 31 161515 (pink) announces preparations made, if and when tactical situa¬ 
tion at PELELIU and ANGAUR permits diversion of RCT of 81st Div from PALAU area, to 
take ULITHI, and to meet 77th Div date in CinCPOA 160346 (pink), with certain 
provisos. 

Com3rdFleet 170135 (pink) directs that arrangements be made for transport and 
movement of TF 31 units to SYYPA, keeping Com3rdFleet informed. 


17 Septem ber (Oahu date) 

On 17 and 18 September (i) operations on PELELIU by 1st MarDiv continued 
against strong enemy opposition. There was light activity during the night 16-17 
September, while during the night 17-18 there was mortar and artillery fire on 
our left flank throughout the night. As of 1800 on the 13th all resistance had 
been overcome on the southern part of the island and our linos had been advanced 
to the N to a general east-west line extending from west edge of NGARDOLOLOK to 
the west shore. A battalion of the Corps Artillery is in position on PELELIU and 
supporting the ANGAUR attack. A TBF made a successful emergency landing on the 
PELELIU airfield which is expected to be in operation within 3 days. TG 38.4 
continued support of our assault forces on PELELIU. At 1920 on the 18th 2 enemy 
planes dropped bombs in 1st LarDiv area; there were no casualties. F0SS0L PASSAGE 
is now 3/4 swept and completion is expected shortly; 56 additional mines were 
swept up. 

Operations on ANGAUR by 81st InfDiv proceeded satisfactorily on 17 and 18 
September (i). During night 17-18 there was intermittent mortar fire on the N 
beach and early on morning 18th the enemy launched 2 counterattacks against the 
S flanks of our 2 RCT’s; these counterattacks were repulsed. TG's 38.2 and 38.3 
provided air bombardment as preparation for the landings. As of 1800 on the 18th 
the division had seized nearly half the island and had penetrated within 200 yards 
of the west-central shoreline. 

Casualties as of 1800 (I) 18 September: 


207 ’ 














DECLASSIFIED 

Authority: E0 12958, as amended 
HQ USEUCOM 


17 September (Oahu date - cont'd) 


Unit 

KIA 

WIA 

MIA 

Total 

1st MarDiv 

343 

2231 

266 

2840 

81st InfDiv 

10 

120 

_9 

139 

Total 

353 

2351 

275 

2979 


5495 of the enemy have been killed on PELELIU and 48 on ANGAUR; 3 POW’s have been 
taken. 


WADLIEGH (DD 689) while engaged in detonating mines in E KOSSOL PASSAGE 
hit an uncut mine incurring serious damage; damage is under control. 

TG 33.13.1, augmented by additional minesweepers, will depart KOSSOL PASSAGE 
on the 19th and will arrive off ULITHI ,on the 21st. 

CTF 31 has directed CTG 32.2 to proceed at discretion and on anproval of 
CTF 32 with forces assigned to seize ULITHI on 23 September (E. Long. date). 

A delayed report has been received from CTG 38.1 covering operation of the 
group on 15 September (I) in support of the M0R0TA1 operation. The group which 
operated against the CELEBES reports shooting down one enemy bomber and destroying 
30 enemy planes on the ground. 

QUEENFISH (SS 393) and BARB (SS 220) operating CHINA SEA report results. 
QUEENFISH on 9 September sank 1 DD and 1 large AP with 3 hits and probably sank 
1 AO with 2 hits; on night of 16th damaged 1 large wiidentified ship. BARB on 
night of 16th got 2 hits in a heavily loaded AK and 3 hits in a probable OTAKA 
CVE. BARB picked up 31 British Australian survivors from the AP sunk by the 
SEALION on night 12-13 September. Survivors state that an enemy DD rescued Japan¬ 
ese; a 30-knot wind and high seas scattered rafts; many corpses and empty rafts 
were observed. Spirits of survivors appear to be high but their strength is low. 

PICUDA (SS 382) operating BASHI CHANNEL (S FORMOSA) reports sinking 3 medium 
AK’s of an 8-ship convoy at 0432 on 16 September. 

REDFISH (SS 395) on the 16th damaged 1 AO with 2 hits in a 4-ship convoy 
off SE ORMOSA. 

PIPEFISH (SS 388) reports at 171842 GCT damaged 1 AK with 1 hit approximately 
500 miles N of MARCUS. 

CINCSVdA 170308 (pink) refers to Cincpoa 160346 (pink), discusses utilization 
by SWPA of shipping originally set up to mount 77th InfDiv and further discusses 
disposition of 1st MarDiv. 

CinCSWPA 170550 (pink) replies to Cincpoa 160410 (pink). 

Operations of TF 59 (E. Long, dates): WOTJE was bombed on 16 September by 
an unspecified number of SBD's and on the following day by 37 F4U's. On night 
16-17 September (J!) a single Catalina harassed NAURU. 
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17 September (Oahu date - cont'd) 

On 16 September (l) planes from a CVE group operating in support of the 
MOROTAI operation attacked IIALUAHERA airdromes; 1 enemy plane was shot down and 2 
were destroyed on the ground; 1 large barge was sunk and 10 to 12 others were 
damaged; direct hits were obtained on buildings, AA positions, and a fuel oump; 

6 of our fighters were lost. On the same day the H0PS)/ELL (DD 681) was attacked 
while en route MOROTAI by 2 dive bombers, one of which was shot down; DD was un¬ 
damaged. 

EENDARI repair buildings and other shops were heavily hit on the 16th by 
15 B-24's; 2 intercepting fighters were‘shot down; it was estimated that 2/3 of 
the buildings in the area were destroyed or damaged. 13 B-25’s hit NE CELEBES 
on the same day, destroying a large warehouse and starting fires. Single search 
planes on shipping strikes in the CELEBES area on night 15-16 and night 16-17 sank 
a 3000-ton freighter transport and damaged or destroyed a 7000-8000 ton AK. Small 
strikes were made on the 15th and 16th against the BOELA oil tanks, and on the 16th 
against KAI and AR0E ISLANDS where 7 barges and several smaller craft were damaged. 

On the 16th the usual strikes continued in the YfElVAK area and against air¬ 
dromes in the VOGELKOP. Routine raids continued in the BI S’' ARCK S - S OLOM ON S area 
on the 15th. 
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In the North Pacific on 17 September 1 of 8 starting PV's from FAW-4 bombed 
SU3MUSHU. 3 B-24's from 11th AF bombed western SHIMUSHU with unobserved results. 


18 September (Oahu date) 




1st UarDiv resumed its attack on PELELIU on morning 19 September (I). The 
enemy continued to resist stubbornly from trenches and pillboxes. Steady progress 
was made to the north securing the east coast except for an isolated finger to the 
northeast. Activity during the night 18-19 was confined to sporadic mortar and 
small arms fire. Count of enemy planes found on PELELIU Airfield: 28 T/E medium 
bombers, 8 T/E light bombers, 77 s/E fighters, and 4 transports; all were badly 
damaged except 5 fighters. 


81st Inf. Div. resumed its attack on ANGAUR on morning 19 September (I). 

The advance was made against continued light resistance consisting mostly of scat¬ 
tered pillboxes and mortar fire. By early afternoon MIDDLE VILLAGE and SAIPAN 
TOWN were captured. The advance on the left flan): was retarded by beach defenses 
on the east coast, but approximately two-thirds of the island is now in our pos¬ 
session with NW and S tips isolated. CG 81st Inf. Div. assumed command ashore at 
181200 (I). A POW states that there are 1,000 Army troops on ANGAUR and no Navy 
personnel present. 

Our casualties to date: 


Unit 

KIA 

WIA 

MIA 

TOTAL 

1st MarDiv 

423 

2622 

302 

3347 

81st InfDiv 

22 

167 

0 

189 

Total 

445 

7789 

302 

3536 


No change has been reported in the number of enemy killed on PELELIU; 173 have 
been killed on ANGAUR, making a total of enemy reported dead of 5,668. 


- Continued - 
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LCI(G) 459, while gallantly furnishing close fire support at 1220 on the 
19th, struck a rrune off the reef edge V. of PELELIU and sank 20 minutes later in 
about 30 fathoms, casualties were reported as 2 wounded. 


64 additional mines were swept at KOSSOL ROADS on the 18th making a total 
there to date of 249. 


TG's 38.1, 38.2 and 38.3 are enrcute to launching area off E LTJZON prepara¬ 
tory to striking that island at 0600 on the 21st. 38.4 is enroute to MANUS for 
rehabilitation. 

Operations of ?F 59 (E. Long, dates): WOTJE was bombed on the 17th and 18th 

by SBD's. B-24's hit JALUIT on the 17th while an SB-24 heckled IW0 JBIA. On the 

18th MARCUS was bombed by 4 B-24's on armed reconnaissance, and NAURU was bombed 
by an unspecified number of B-25's. 

BANG (SS 385) attacked an 8 AK, 5 escort convoy at 182315 GCT off NE tip 

of FORMOSA; 1 AK was sunk and another probably sunk with 2 hits each. 

TANTIVY (British sub under CTF 71), operating off JAVA, sank 1 4,000-ton 

AK. 


No reports of activities of ST/P air forces have been received. 

1 9 Septe mber (Oahu date) 

On 20 September (l) 1st MarDiv resumed the attack on PELELIU. 5th Regt on 
the right was cleaning up remaining resistance on eastern coast including small 
island south of NGABAD ISLAND. 1st Regt on the left continued slow but relentless 
struggle to drive enemy from hill pass to its front. This rugged terrain is honey¬ 
combed with reinforced caves, pillboxes, and dugouts from which the enemy continues 
to resist with grim determination. In one regimental sector 11 guns (70 - 120-mm), 
73 machine guns, and 23 mortars have been captured. Effective counterbattery fire 
has destroyed several enemy guns and is succeeding in reducing enemy artillery 
fire. 



On 20 September (I) 81st InfDiv resumed its attack against light resistance 
and our troops rapidly gained the southern beaches. The island contained many 
defensive positions on the beaches but most of them were unmanned. All organized 
resistance ceased at 1034 and the island was secured at that hour. The division 
is now engaged in mopping up remnants of the enemy. 

Our casualties to date: 


Unit 

KIA 

WIA 

M-IA 

Total 

1st MarDiv 

445 

2728 

323 

3496 

81st InfDiv 

46 

491 

0 

537 

Totals 

491 

3219 

323 

4033 
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6445 of the enemy have been killed on PELELIU and 600 on ANGAUR; POW's remain at 3. 

The A/S net at east entrance KOSSOL PASSAGE was carried away by tidal current 
on the 19th. KECKUK (AKN 4) is laying floats without net across entrance as a 
deceptive measure pending replacement of the net. 

Survivors rescued by PAMPANITO and SEAL I ON are now in the SAIPAN Amy hos¬ 
pital. Of the total (122) 53 are British Army, 66 Australian Amy, 2 Australian 
Navy, and 1 Australian Air Force; all are enlisted. None of the survivors is 
critically ill. Survivors report that next convoy coming from SINGAPORE was 
scheduled to bring prisoners from the U. S. S. HOUSTON. 

Operations of TF 59 (E. Long, dates): YJOTJE was bombed on 18 and 19 September 
by an unspecified number of F4U's and SBD's. On the 19th PONAPE was attacked by 
13 B-25* s, PAGAN by 2 formations of P-47's, MARCUS by 2 3-24's, and CHICHI JIMA 
by 29 B-24's. 

ComFwdAreaCenPac 160100 summarizes operations 11-15 September, inclusive. 

SCABBARDFISH (SS 397) at 190100 GCT in position 27-35N, 127-07E (off NW 
GKINAY/A) probably sank a southbound 5100-ton submarine tender with 2 hits. 

CinCSWPA reports at 180835 GCT that landings at MOROTAI are now fully 
established. On the 18th enemy planes raided the landing beaches and harbor area; 
a near miss on the K03JACK (AGP 7, Auxiliary MT3 Tender) wounded 1 man; there was 
no other damage. 

On 17 September (I) 45 B-24's with P-33 escort bombed and strafed LANGOAN 
runway, destroying 3 parked planes; at AM3ESIA drome, near KENDARI, 21 DARWIN-based 
B-24's cratered the airstrip and destroyed 1 parked plane. On the preceding day 
the CERAM-AMBON area was attacked by 2 squadrons of B-24's which hit LIANG and by 
1 squadron of B-24's which hit I AHA; 1 group of B-24's started large fires on the 
airfield at HAROEKOE, while 39 P-38's bombed KAIRATOE drome and village; 14 P-38's 
hit an ammunition dump in eastern AMBON. TIMOR and KAI ISLANDS were bombed on the 
17th by 8 B-25’s and 9 P-40’s. A delayed report states that on the 16th 24 B-25's 
and 8 P-38's attacked the NAULEA airdrome on BOEROE ISLAND. 

SAMATE (western VOGEINOP) was hit on the 17th by 66 fighter bombers v/hich 
dropped 23^- tons on the airfield. 

MacArthur 201302 (pink) outlines plan for effective reduction of enemy air 
on LUZON in support of an attack on FORMOSA by FOA forces, if conducted prior to 
occupation of central LUZON. 
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2 0 September (Oahu date) 

On 21 September (l) 1st , arDiv resumed the attack on PELELITI. 1st and 7th 
Regts attacked abreast along western am of island, while 5th Regt continued the 
attack up eastern arm and on nearby islands (NGABAD ISLATTD and the island just 
south thereof). The attempted advance on the west was halted by heavy enemy 
resistance located on precipitous cliffs and in deep ravines which prohibited 
maneuver of our forces. 5th Regt was successful in occupying remainder of east 
coast including NGABAD ISLAND. Enemy weapons captured included 6 15-cm trench 
mortars and 31 machine guns; an additional 10 destroyed enemy planes were found. A 
captured man indicates entire IV coast ridge line to be honeycombed with caves and 
pillboxes. Sporadic artillery and mortar fire was received on 1st MarDiv front 
during night 20-21. Enemy float planes, believed to have been operated from KOROR, 
bombed PELELITI night of 18th and K0SS0L PASSAGE night of 19th; the airstrip is 
reported unserviceable; planes from CVE's will endeavor to locate concealed float 
planes and destroy them. 

81st InfDiv on 21 September (i) continued mopping-up operations on ANGATTR. 
Captured or destroyed enemy weapons included 1 75-mm AA gun and 3 machine guns. 

Our casualties to date: 


Unit 

KIA 

WIA 

MIA 

Total 

1st MarDiv 

505 

2975 

340 

3820 

81st InfDiv* 

46 

491 

0 

_537 

Total 

551 

3466 

340 

4357 


* Old figures; new report not received. 

6792 of the enemy have been killed on PELELIU and 850 on ANGAUR; POW's 4. 

TG's 38.1, 38.2, and 38.3 struck MANILA on the 21st (i); no report from 
CTF 38 has been received. The 3 groups will move to the south and hit in cental 
PHILIPPINES on the 22nd (i). Minesweeping group (33.13.1, as augmented) arrived 
U1.ITHI on the 21st (I). The fire support group will arrive TJLITHI on the 22nd (I). 
The CVE group has departed PELELIU and is en route TJLITHI. 

Operations of TF 59 (E. Long, dates): On 19 September TRUK was heavily hit 
by 28 B-24's which concentrated against the north MOEU airfields and installations; 
4 timid interceptors slightly damaged 3 planes. On the same date 1 SB-24 bombed 
IWO JIMA. On the 19th and 20th neutralization of ROTA was maintained by an un¬ 
specified number of F4U's and SBD's. On the 20th V/OTJE was attacked by F4lT's and 
SBD's, while PAGAN continued to be hit by P-47's. 

BANG (SS 385) at 201415 GCT position 25-30N, 124-OOE (115 miles E of NE tip 
of FORMOSA) attacked a 6-ship, 3-escort convoy on course 070, speed 8. Sank 1 
large AO and 1 AK; damaged 1 unidentified ship. 

CinCSWPA 191442 (pink) requests approval of certain arrangements in connec¬ 
tion with LEYTE operation, including non-employment of 77th InfDiv, use of assault 
shipping from PHASE I of STALEMATE, and evacuation of 1st MarDiv from PELELIU. 
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CinCSWPA 201330 (pink) requests all forces listed as available in Cincpoa 
160346 (pink) and 161119 (pink), with certain exceptions. 


MacARTHUR (CinCSWPA) 211042 (pink) outlines plans for proceeding directly 
from LEYTE to the main assault against LUZON, leaving the APARRI area to be secured 
at a later date. 


On 18 September (i) 30 B-25's with P-38 cover bombed LANGOAN personnel areas 
and destroyed 4 grounded planes. An SB-24 sank a snail AK off NE tip CELEBES. 

CVE planes pounded HALMAHERA fields, destroying 6 planes on the ground and damag¬ 
ing oil dumps and bivouacs. A group of B-24's met no opposition on the 18th while 
attacking the AMBON airfields of HAROEKOE and LAHA. In a shipping sweep off CERAM 
P-40's damaged several snail craft. 66 P-40's bombed UOEMI gun positions, while 
other planes heckled SAMATE and MANQKWARI. Air neutralization of the BISMARCKS- 
S0LCH017S area continued on the 18th. 10 B-25's operating SE of PITLUV7AT attacked 

2 AK's and 1 trawler; 1 AK was left dead in the water and another was believed 
damaged. 


21 September (Oahu date) 


another was oelieved 


Results of strikes against LUZON on 21 September (i) by TG's 38.1, 38.2, and 
38.3 which, in a surprise attack, hit CIA.RK FIELD Area, NICHOLS FIELD Area, CAVITE, 
MANILA BAY shipping, SUBIC BAY shipping, convoys, and swept N and S: 


(1) Enemy planes destroyed;- 205; 110 in the air, 95 on the ground. 


(2) Damage to Enemy Shipping :- 
Sunk 


1 large DD 
4 large AO's 

1 small AO 

2 large AK's 

1 medium AK 

2 small AK's 

1 unidentified DD(by HADDO) 


Damaged (includes probably sunk ) 

1 unidentified DD 

2 large AO's 

1 large AP 
10 large AK's 
12 medium AK's 

2 luggers 

1 floating drydock 


(3) Other damage :- Many hits were obtained on the airfield, and on buildings 
and other installations. 


(4) Our Losses :- 15 planes, from which several of the flight personnel were 

recovered. 

TF 38 has planned to repeat the strike against LUZON on the 22nd (l), to 
refuel on the 23rd (I), and to strike again in the VISA V AS on the 24th (I). 

On 22 Sept. (I) 1st MarDiv continued the attack on PELELIU against heavily 
fortified positions; no appreciable gains were made although patrols probed well 
to the front on both flanks of the mountain range on the 17 of the island. RCT 321 
(81st InfDiv) wus ordered moved from ANGAUR to PELELIU to reinforce 1st MarDiv; 
regrouping of our forces for continuation of the attack has been initiated. Enemy 
equipment captured during the day included 5 5-inch guns. 


- Continued - 
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21 September (Cahu^ate - Cont'd) Authority: EO 12958, as amended 

' “ HQ USEUCOM 

81st Inf. Div. continued mopping up enemy remnants on ANGAUR. Enemy re¬ 
sistance is confined to opposition by scattered elements in caves along NW tip 
of the island. 


Our casualties to date: 


Unit 

KIA 

WIA 

MIA 

T0 T AL 

1st MarDiv 

524 

3075 

341 

3940 

81st Inf.Div. 

74 

566 

0 

640 

Total 

598 

3641 

341 

4580 


Five POVT's have been taken; there are no new figures on enemy dead. 

A single Jap floatplane alerted our forces at PELELUJ but made no attack. 

1 CA, screened by 2 DD's, bombarded a seaplane hangar located on ARAEABESAN ISLAND. 
Planes from CVE group attacked suspected hiding places of enemy floatplanes. 

CTU 33.19.10reports that on 22 Sept. (l) SORLEN and FASSARAI ISLANDS of 
ULITHI ATOLL were secured without opposition. The minesweeping group is now pro¬ 
ceeding with occupation of MOffl'.OG. PAG is still unoccupied. Sweeping and demo¬ 
lition is proceeding on schedule. 

Operations of TF 59 (E. Long, dates): MARCUS was hit on 20 Sept, by 1 B-24 
and on the 21st by 3 B-24's. On the 21st NAURU was bombed by B-25's, JALUIT by 
B-24's, ROTA by F4U»s and PAGAN by B-24's. 

PICUDA (SS 382) and REDFISH (SS 395) at 202200 GCT overtook a Jap convoy of 
3 AK's, 2 AP's, 1A0 and 6 escorts; this convoy was first spotted by PICUDA V/ of 
BASHI CHANNEL (S. FORMOSA) at 190300 GCT. PICUDA, off PASABENG BAY, sank 1 medium 
AK and damaged 1 medium AP with 2 hits in each. REDFISH, off CAPE BOJEADOR, sank 
the other AP, and damaged the AO and 1 of the 2 remaining AK's. 

PARGO (SS 264)(SV/PA) reports sinking 1 AK on 10 Sept. N of BORNEO. On the 
22nd in the JAVA SEA obtained 3 hits on a southbound convoy of 8-10 ships. 

GHQ STJPA (MacArthur) 220220 (Pink) summarizes plan for K-2 operation, occu¬ 
pation of LEYTE GULF-SURIOAO STRAIT Area, providing for major amphibious assault 
from NEW GUINEA bases supported by 3rd Fleet, target date 20 October 1944, with 
10th Corps (1st Cav. and 24th Inf. Divs.) and 24th Corps (7th Inf. Div. and 96th 
Inf. Div.) and 98th Ranger Battalion. 

MARSHALL 201833 defines combat zone of new campaign entitled "Air Offensive, 
JAPAN”. 

In the North Pacific on 19 Sept. 7 PV's from FAW 4 bombed SE coast of PARA- 
MTJSHIRU. On the sane day 1 B-25 from 11th AF attacked TOMARI ZAFI (NE PARAJTNSHIRU). 

Single search planes on night 19-20 Sept. (I) and night 20-21 Sept. (I) made 
shipping strikes in the PHILIPPINES Area. 1 AK (300-700 ton) and 1 AO (1500-2500 
ton) were sunk. 1 AK (2000-4500 ton) v/as attacked with unobserved results. 

Heavy attacks were made in the CELEBES Area on 19 and 20 Sept, (i) by B-24's, 
B-25's, and P-38's which made heavy raids on personnel areas, fuel dumps, gun 
positions, and small craft in NE CELEBES; there v/as no interception. Bivouac areas 
and gun positions in the f AHADO Area were attacked by 43 B-25's. LANOOANAirdrome 
ana LEM3 EH STRAITS were attacked by 22 B-25's and 31 P-38’s. On night 20-21 a PBY 
sank 1 large AK and 1 medium AK in CELEBES SEA. 9 DTP 

- Continued - c U i a 

























21 September (Oahu date - Gont'd) 




DECLASSIFIED 

Authority: E012958, as amended 
HQ USEUCOM 


On 20 Sept. (i) B-24's, A-20's, and P-47's hit DJAILOLO and KAOE, on HALMAHERA 
damaging airfields and stores. On the preceding day CVE planes flew 108 sorties 
over northern HALMAHERA, destroying 3 planes at GALELA, 1 at MITI, and probably 1 
at L0L0BATA; 16 other planes of unknown serviceability were damaged on the ground. 

On MOItOTAI on nights-of 19-20 and 20-21 Sept. (I) small Jap raids took place 

without damage. On the 19th and 20th CERAM was heavily attacked; AMAHAI was hit 

by 20 3-24’s on the 19th; on the 20th 15 attack and fighter bombers hit 30ELA, 

while B-24's bombed LAHA, LIANG, and AMAHAI. TIMOR was hit on the 20th by 12 B-24's 

and BOEROE by an unspecified number of medium and fighter bombers. 


Reconnaissance reports from ST/FA covering the last two weeks indicate that 
enemy shipping, other than small freighters and luggers, has been effectively 
cleared from the BANDA, CERAM, and M0LUKKA SEAS, and from east part of CELEBES SEA 
probably as far west as longitude 120 east. Jf / 

o 


22 September (Oahu date) 


A 


KxJ 


On 23 Sept (i) 1st MarDiv maintained pressure against enemy on PELELIU and 
by late afternoon GAREEORU VILLAGE and the unnamed island 800 yards north of 
A^GABAD ISLAND were occupied. Regrouping of our forces continued and RCT 321 
(81st InfDiv) relieved 1st MarReg on left. Under cover of rain squalls 7 Japanese 
barges, heading south, were sighted in boat channel north of PELELIU at dawn; 
when fired upon by our patrol vessels they dispersed to NGESEBUS and PELELIU; 1 
barge was sunk and the remaining 6 were later destroyed on PELELIU beaches by 
bombing and strafing and by ship's gunfire. A total of 323 mines have been swept 
from KOSSOL PASSAGE. The net at west entrance of the Passage has been completed. 

A P34Y landed on the PELELIU airfield, effected repairs, and took off. 

Elements of 81st InfDiv continued mopping up enemy remnants on ANGAUR on 
the 23rd. 


Our casualties to date: 


Unit 

KIA 

WIA 

MIA 

TOTAL 

1st MarDiv 

547 

3170 

344 

4061 

81st InfDiv 

74 

566 

0 

640 

Total 

62T 

3736 

344 

47oT 


7,020 of the enemy have been killed on PELELIU and 950 on ANGAUR, making a total 
dead of 7,970. A captured document indicates a total of 10,138 Japs on PELELIU; 
this includes all arms and services. 


ULITHI ATOLL was occupied on 23 Sept (I) without enemy opposition; the 
small enemy force previously reported on the Atoll had been evacuated. TG 33.19 
(Sweeping Group) on the 21st and 22nd had landed forces on FASSARAI, MANGEJANG, 
and SORLEN ISLANDS to obtain information from natives. Troops which arrived 
on the 23rd occupied ASOR, SORLEN, M0GM0G and POTANGERAS ISLANDS. The INIBAI 
entrance channel and the northern anchorage were swept and buoyed, and are ready 
to receive ships. Minefields were located according to previous intelligence; 

99 mines have been swept up. TG 33.12.2 (ULITHI GVE Group) made a fighter sweep 
over YAP while enroute ULITHI; no planes or shipping were observed; the main air¬ 
field was full of holes; the new airfield was inactive but appeared to be i& 70 

fair shape. _ g on tinued - 























o 


S EU R AT 


22 September 
Cont'd. 




DECLASSIFIED 

Authority: E012958, as amended 
HQ USEUCOM 


Operations of TF 59 (E. Long, dates): On 22 Sept 15 B-24's struck CHICHI 
JBiA, sinking a barge and scoring near misses on an AK; explosions were observed 
in the harbor area. On the sane day strikes were nade against IIARCIJS by 2 R-24's, 
PAGAN by 4 P-47's, ROTA by F4U's, PON ALE by B-25's, and JALUIT by F4U's. 

ComGenPOA 230030 (pink) connents on CinCSWPA 201330 (pink) in accordance 
with CinCPOA 211048. 

JCS 222230 (pink) outlines plans for the provision of land-based air support 
from CHINA. 


SEARAVEN (SS 196), operating KURILES, attacked an enemy convoy on night 
15 Sept; sank 1 AK and obtained 2 possible hits out of 4 torpedoes fired at an 
AK and 1 DD escort; 1 fishing trawler was sunk by gunfire on the 4th. 

IIADDO (S5 255) reports rescuing 1 downed aviator from LANGLEY (CVL 27) 
on morning 22 Sept; pilot was uninjured. 

Only search plane activity was reported by SWP air forces on 21st and on 
night 21-22. On the 22nd 62 F4TJ's and SID's attacked and destroyed a number 
of huts in the RA3AUL Area. \ 


23 September (Oahu date) 

At 0245 (I) on 24 September the enemy, using 13 barges and 1 motor sampan, 
attempted resupply and reinforcement (700 men of 2nd Bn, 15th Inf Regt) of PELELIU 
from KOROR ISLAND. The barges were sighted TT E of PELELIU, and were engaged by 
the H. L. EDWARDS (DD), 4 LCl(G)'s, and LVT(A)'s stationed on the reef. 8 barges 
were observed to explode; 10 wrecked barges were observed after dawn on the reefs 
NE of PELELIU, and some enemy stragglers who were on the reefs were strafed. All 
barges were believed destroyed, though some stragglers probably reached shore 
without equipment. 1st FarDiv continued its attack maintaining pressure on right 
front and pushing forward on left front to include GAREKORU VILLAGE and the wes¬ 
tern section of the mountain range extending southward therefrom. 

On AHGATJR 81st InfDiv continued mopping-up operations, and initiated the 
base development plan. * 


Our casualties 

to date: 




Unit 

KIA 

WIA 

MIA 

Total 

1st MarDiv 

544 

3497 

397 

4438 

81st InfDiv 

82 

699 

2 

733 

Totals 

626 

4196 

399 

5221 


7148 of the enemy have been killed on PELELIU, 865 on ANGAUR, for a total of 
8013. 9 prisoners have been taken (4 on PELEI.IU, 5 on ANGAUR). 

8 planes of VMF-541(N) plus 3 transport planes, 1 TBF, and 4 PBY-BA's 
arrived PELELIU and are now based on the airfield. The NV7-SE runway is available • 
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for takeoff and landing; limited gas is available; NE runway is 5 percent com¬ 
pleted. 25 nines have been swept up off A1IGAUR during the past 2 days. YMS-19, 
while sweeping along E coast of ANGAUR struck a nine and sank; casualties were 
9 missing. 


Com3rdFlt 240124 summarizes results of strikes by TG’s 38.1, 38.2, and 38.3 
against LUZON on 21 and 22 September (I); gives total box score of 3rd Fleet 
damage inflicted on the enemy during the period 31 August (I) to 22 September (i), 
inclusive. 




'■J 


Operations of TF 59 (E. Long, dates): On 22 and 23 September 1'ILLE was 
attacked by F4U's and HALOELAP by SBD's. On the 23rd strikes were made against 
NAURU, JALTTIT, WOTJE, PAGAN, and TWO JBIA. 10 B-24*s hit CNICHI JIMA on the 23rd, 
with some of the effort being directed against AMI JBIA and HAHA JBIA. 

SHAD (SS 235) operating S HONSHU reports in 7 attacks sank 1 medium AP, 1 
CHIDORI DD, and 1 SAGA-type PG; damaged 1 snail AK, 1 medium AK, and 1 unseen 
medium ship. SHAD was missed by 2 torpedoes which passed very close to the bow; 
this attack took place N of HACHIJO JBIA. 

APOGON (SS 308) sank by gunfire 1 trawler-type patrol vessel 640 miles N 
of MARCUS on 23 September. ■ 

PLAICE (SS 390) at 232240 GOT position 29-1211, 129-40E (135 miles HE of 
OKINAWA) attacked enemy force of 2 FUSO-class BB’s and 4 DD's on course 230 speed 
16; obtained 4 hits in one of the BB's. 

PLUNGER (SS 179) (SWPA) summarizes 12th war patrol. Operating on lifeguard 
station off TRUK sank 1 5000-ton AK on morning 13 August which was aground on 
MINTO REEF (E of TRIJK). 

RICHARDSON 231022 (pink) submits remarks and recommendations on memorandum 
to CINCSWPA and CINCPOA dated 21 September 1944, subject: "Coordination of 
Operations." 

No recent reports of SWP air force activities have been received. 

(fUM/ 

24 September (Oahu date) 

1st MarDiv resumed the attack on PELELIU on 25 Sept (i) with 321st infReg 
(on the left) attacking to the eastward. Only light enemy resistance was encounter 
ed. The ridge line was secured to the north as far as GAREKORU VILLAGE. Our 
line was then extended 2600 yards to the north following the road which parallels 
the coast,being 200-400 yards inland. 


Our casualties to date: 


Unit 

KIA 

VIA 

MIA 

Total 

1st MarDiv 

562 

3558 

398 

4518 

81st InfDiv 

98 

737 

3 

838 

Total 


4595 

40T 

5356 


7313 of the enemy "have been killed on PELELIU, 975 on A1IGAUR for a total of 8288. 
11 prisoners have been taken (6 on PELELIU, 5 on ANGAUR). 


- Continued - 
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CTG 33J9 reports that evidence from natives and general appearance of 
islands indicate Japs evacuated ULITHI several months ago. Unloading is practically 
complete. Six mines have been swept up. CTG 33J9 expects to turn the command 
of ULITHI over to CTG 10.15 on the 25th. 

0 

CTF 57 210330 summarizes operations 16-20 September inclusive. 

Operations of TF 59 (E. Long, dates): On night 23-24 Sept NAURU was heckled 
by 1 Navy Landcat. MARCUS was bombed on the 23rd and 24th by 2 B-25’s. On the 
24th strikes were made against ROTA, D'OTJE, and JALUIT. 

BARBERO (SS 317) reports neutralization by bombardment of radar station 
on BATAG ISLAND (ll. SAMAR) on nights 23 and 24 Sept. 

NAUTILUS (SS 160)(SLPA) reports that she is aground in MINDANAO DEEP. An 
attempt will be made to refloat at 0300 on the 26th; if unsuccessful the submarine 
will be destroyed. 

SULTAN 241225 (pink) discusses employment of aircraft of 14th AF and 20th 
Bomber Command October, 1944 - February, 1945. 

GHQ, SNPA (MacArthur) 241551 (pink) discusses air attacks in support of 
operations against the PHILIPPINES. 

CinCPac 250131 (pink) directs breaking up present submarine "Zoo" (screen 
established off LUZON prior to and during STALEMATE). 

CinCPOA 250856 (pink) assigns tasks to forces of MARSHALLS-GILBERTS Area, 
effective 1 October. 

CinCFOA 250919 (pink) furnishes information re rehabilitation of 24th Corps, 
disposition and future employment of 81st InfDiv and 77th InfDiv. 

Shipping strikes were the only reported activities of SUP air forces on 
the 22nd. A 700-ton vessel was probably sunk in DARVEL BAY, NE BORNEO. -1 2,000-tor 
vessel and 1 700-ton vessel were sunk near west shore DAVAO GULF. A 3,000-ton 
vessel was damaged by strafing off NW coast of LEYTE ISLAND. 5 sailing boats 
(80-90 feet) were damaged off N coast BOEROE ISLAND and 1 was sunk. On the 21st 
1 700-ton vessel was sunk off N coast of BORNEO. 



25 September (Oahu date) 

On 26 September (i) 5th Mar Regt completed its movement to west arm of PKLE- 
LIU, and by nightfall had completed seizure of the radio station, cutting off all 
communication from the N to enemy forces resisting on UUUR8ROGOL MT. During the 
night heavy caliber mortar fire from NGESEBUS fell in the 5th Mar Regt perimeter, 
causing some casualties. 5th Mar Regt succeeded in widening its position to a 
depth of 600 yards, extending S from the radio station to a distance of 1500 yards; 
the enemy from positions on the high ground offered heavy resistance, employing 
artillery and many automatic weapons. Further south the 321st Inf continued to 
eliminate enemy pill-boxes on the main ridge, and captured two prominent peaks. 

Still further south, 7th Mar Regt continues its effort to encircle UlS&OGOL MT 
where our advance has been impeded for four straight days. * 
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PELELIU fighter strip and parking area for 50 planes have been completed. 

The bomber strip is 20 percent complete. The ANGADR site is suitable for a 6200- 
foot runway which will require 15 days to complete. 

Our casualties to date: 


Unit 

KIA 

WIA 

MIA 

Total 

1st MarDiv 

580 

3639 

401 

4620 

81st InfDiv 

106 

769 

5 

880 

Total 

686 

4408 

406 

5500 


7313 of the enemy have been killed on PELELIU, 979 on ANGAUR, for a total of 
8292. 

McCOY REYNOLDS (D0) reports at 252130 GCT sank enemy submarine NE of PALAU, 
position 09-14N, 13S-40E. 


Merchant ships MISSIONARY RIDGE and DON MARQUIS collided on the 26th in 
position 02-25S, 147-15E (SE of MANUS); the latter ship was afire; a rescue vessel 
(BURDEKIN) at 261136 GCT was picking up survivors, reporting ship on fire forward 
of bridge; requested salvage tugs be sent immediately. 


Merchant ship ELIHU THOMPSON, en route EFATE to NOUMEA ran into minefield 
S of PORCUPINE ISLAND (SE coast NEW CALEDONIA) at about 252130, striking two mines. 
ComSoPac at 260557 GCT reported that ship was successfully towed into GREAT ROADS, 
and beached. Casualties were undetermined, but believed to be light. 

Operations of TF 59 (E. Long, date): On 24 September 16 B-24’s bombed harbor 
facilities and small shipping at CHICHI JIMA, while 1 3-24 hit HAHA JIMA. On the 
same day MILLE and JALUIT were attacked by SBD's. 


Cincpac 242346 establishes procedure governing the use of surface escorts 
in the POA; effective on receipt and cancels all previous directives. 

Cincpoa 250421 directs ComFwdArea to establish a command designated "Naval 
Air Bases GUAM", about 15 October. 

GHQ SWPA 250715 approves agreements Memorandum No. 21, September 1944, signed 
by Rear Admiral Sherman and Major General Chamberlain. 

Cincpoa 251705 merges the MARSHALLS and GILBERTS sub-areas, effective 1 Octo¬ 
ber, and to be designated the MARSHALLS-GILBERTS Area; defines limits; establishes 
TF 96. 


In the CELEBES on 23 September (i) an unspecified number of B-24's and B-25's 
dropped 56 tons on MAPANGAT and SIDATE; 3 ineffective fighters intercepted. 
CERAM-BOEROE area was hit on the 23rd and 24th. B-25's attacked AMAHAI on both 

days and the NAMLEA airdromes were hit on the 24th. B-24's dropped 66 tons on 

LIANG. 30ELA and small shipping off SE CERAM were hit by 4 B-25's and 6 Beau- 
fighters; 3 barges were destroyed. 12 P-47's cratered the KAOE runway on HALMA- 
HSRA on the 23rd, while 1 B-24 hit TANIMBAR. Attacks continued on the 23rd against 
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25 Septembe r (Oahu date - cont'd) 

the VOGELKOP airdromes; 60 fighter bombers participated in the attacks. 3 PBY 
search planes attacking in the PHILIPPINE area on night 23-24 September (I) 
report sinking 2 DE's, 1 seaplane tender, and firing 1 lugger. 

26 September (Oahu date) 

Assault forces on PELELIU continued the attack on 27 September (I), and by 
1800 had completed occupation of the island except for a small portion in the 
HE tip and UMURBROGOL MT. Enemy remnants on ANGAUR attempted infiltration of our 
lines without success. Unloading is being hampered by rough seas. 



Our casualties to date: 


Unit 

KIA 

WIA 

MIA 

Total 

1st MarDiv 

599 

3793 

369 

4761 

81st InfDiv 

130 

912 

7 

1049 

Total 

729 

4705 

376 

5810 


7517 of the enemy have been killed on PELELIU, 1020 on ANGAUR, for a total of 
8537. 


Operations of TF 59 (E. Long. Dates): On 25 September TRUK was heavily 
attacked by 26 B-24's which concentrated against ETEN and shipping in the harbor; 
results were unreported. On the same day 13 8-24* s hit IUO JR.IA, encountering 
intense AA fire and 4 aggressive fighters; one enemy fighter was shot down; 3 
B-24's were damaged. On 26 September reconnaissance strikes were made against 
PONAPE, MARCUS, and WAKE• F4U*s attacked MILLE on the 26th, while neutralization 
of PAGAN and ROTA was continued. 

THRESHER (SS 200) operating SW of KYUSHU reports results. Sank one submarine 
tender, one medium AK, and one medium AO; damaged one AO. 

PARGO (SS 264) (SWPA) operating off N tip BORNEO reports 3 hits in 1 plane- 
loaded AV at 252000 GCT. 

MUSKALLUHGE (SS 262) (SWPA) summarizes 4th war patrol. Operating S CHINA 
SEA sank 1 WAKATAKE DD; damaged 1 7500-ton AK and 1 10,000-ton AP. 

In the North Pacific on 25 September 8 3-24's bombed PARAMTTSHIRU; 13 enemy 
fighters intercepted, of which 1 was shot down and 7 were damaged; 1 -3-24 landed 
on KAMCHATKA while the remaining 7 returned to base. 1 of 4 starting PV's bombed 
SURIBACHI; 3 planes were forced back by fighters; all planes returned safely. 

CinCSWPA (MacARTHUR) 260523 (pink) discusses capabilities of 14th Air Force 
and employment of 20th Air Force; suggests that CG of U.S. forces in CHINA-3URMA- 
INDIA be authorized by CG USAAF to coordinate strikes by 14th and 20th AF in 
support of SWPA and 3rd Fleet operations in the FORMOSA area; coordination of 
land-based and carrier-based aviation to bo arranged directly between Cincpoa 
and CG of US Forces in CIIINA-BURMA-INDIA. 
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Cincpoa 262316 (pink) outlines employment of submarines in support of K2 
operations. 

On 24 September (I) 11 P-40's bombed and strafed a small craft and village 
along SE coast of CERA}.' , while 1 B-24 fired an oil dump at KENDARI (CELEBES). 

On the same day 21 P-40's bombed runways in UTARCM; on the preceding day 8 barges 
on the N coast of BATANTA ISLAND (W VOGELKOP) were attacked with unreported 
results. Air neutralization of the BISMARCKS-SOLCMONS area continued on the 23rd 
with attacks against BOUGAINVILLE by 100 planes and against RA3AUL by 7 planes. 

Com3rdFlt 230424 (Pink) outlines plans for employment of TF 38 prior to 
and during LEYTE Operation. ^4-7 

27 September (Oahu date) 

Com3rdFlt 272330 summarizes results of strikes by TG's 58.1, 38.2, and 38.3 
on 24 Sept (I) against the VISAYAS. 

The UW-SE airstrip on PELELIU is now operational for 3900 feet; estimated 
date of completion of runway and dispersal area required by Base Development Plan 
is 5 Oct. The AGANA Field, south strip, will be asphalt surfaced 150 feet by 6,000 
feet with completion date 15 Oct; north strip will be reconstructed to 7,000 feet 
coral surface following completion of south strip. 

Operations of TF 59 (E. Long, dates): On night 26-27 Sept 2 B-24's heckled 
WAKE, dropping 5 tons with unobserved results. On the 27th *ingle planes heckled 
TWO JULA and YAP. Neutralization of PAGAN and ROTA was continued on the 27th. 

On the same day, strikes were conducted against NAURU, JALTUT, WOTJE and MILLS* 

GUARDFISH (SS 217), Operating YELLOW SEA, reports at 281015 GCT destroyed 
2 floating mines and sank 1 small AO. 

PLAICE (SS 390), operating NANSEl 5H0T0, reports sinking 1 large AP and 
1 escort with 5 hits at 261650 GCT. 

In the North Pacific on 27 Sept 4 B-24's from 11th AF bombed SURIBACHI 
without opposition with unobserved results. 

CinCPOA 271520 (Pink) outlines program of VLR construction at TINIAN. 

DepCom Air Force 271946 (Pink) discusses VLR construction at TINIAN. 

Com3rdFlt 272150 (Pink) concurs in MacArthur's recommendations for support 
by CHINA based aircraft (refers to MacArthur 260523 Sept). 

CinCPOA 280150 (Pink) requests operational completion dates of VLR strips 
on TINIAN. 

On 25 Sept (i) LANGOAN (CELEBES) runways were hit by 16 B-25»s, escorted 
by 11 P-SS's. The KENDARI airfields and bivouac areas were attacked by 20 B-24's 
with P-38 escort. In these two strikes 8 enemy fighters intercepted; 3 were shot 
down; 1 P-38 was lost. The bombers sank 1 small AK. On the following day 2 B-24's 

bombed the KENDARI Airdrome. 
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On the 24th and 25th 11 B-24's bombed LAUTUI (TIMOR), causing fires in 
the town and among defensive positions. CAPE CHATER was hit by 3 B-24's. On 
the 25th the LOI,GRATA (HALMAHERA) Airfield, and storage and bivouac areas in 
west EAOE BAY were attacked by 32 A-20's and 15 P-38's; at the same time 3 sea 
trucks in VJASILE BAY were destroyed. 

On the 24th BOEIA. (CERAM) fuel tanks, waterfront, and jetty were bombed 
by 26 B-25's and 12 P-38's. 16 P-38's dive bombed the KAIRATOE Airfield on the 

24th, while 5 B-24's hit HAROEEOE. On the following day 5 P-40's conducted a 
shipping strike off SW coast of CERAM, while 18 B-24's cratered the old EAMLEA 
(BOEROE) airstrips. On the 26th 6 B-25's bombed LIANG, 9 P-40's attacked 11 
small craft S of CERAM, and 4 fighters and 2 B-24's hit other AEBON targets. 

On tlie 24th and 26th medium, attack, and fighter bombers hit enemy instal¬ 
lations along north coast of NEW GUINEA, concentrating against VJEWAK and UTERCI1. 
Small strikes were continued against VOGELKOP targets. Neutralization of the 
BISMARCKS-SOLOMONS Area continued on the 23rd, 24th, and 26th. 

Admiral llimitz. Rear Admiral Sherman, and other staff members departed 
PEARL for SAN FRANCISCO. 

(M* 

28 September (Oahu date) 

Preceded by heavy naval and air bombardment, and artillery preparation, 5th 
Mar Regt on 28 September (i) landed on NGESEBUS IS] AND in a shore-to-shore move¬ 
ment. Leading waves were preceded by amphibious tanks and were supported by 
General Sherman tanks. The attack proceeded against light opposition and by 1800 
all of the islands of NGESEBUS and KOUGARU had been taken except a small portion 
of TIE tip of PONGARU where remnants of the enemy were being mopped up. Other 
elements of 5th Mar Regt continued operations on PELELIU to seize the northern 
portion of PELELIU; by 1800 all but one peak and a small adjacent area in the 
northern part of PELELIU had been secured. 321st Inf Regt continued its advance 
S against UMURBROGOL MT where the enemy continues to resist. 81st InfDiv on 
ATIGAUR continued reduction of enemy pocket on NW tip of island where enemy 
continues to fight with automatic weapons from caves and pillboxes. Heavy rain 
squalls with westerly winds stopped unloading on western beaches, and unloading 
on eastern beaches has been retarded. PELELIU bomber strip is 35 percent complete, 
east taxiway 30 percent complete, 2nd south taxiway 75 percent complete, and first 
south taxiway is complete; space is available for 96 fighters. 

Our casualties as of 1800 28 September (l): 


Unit 

KIA 

171A 

MIA 

Total 

1st MarDiv 

633 

3935 

369 

4937 

31st InfDiv 

143 

1061 

10 

1214 

Total 

776 

4996 

379 

6151 


8450 of the enemy have been killed on PELELIU, 1030 on ATIGAUR, for a total of 
9480; 126 prisoners have been taken on PELELIU, 5 on ANGAUR, for a total of 131. 
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28 September (Oahu date - cont'd) 

On 29 September (I) 5th Mar Regt completed capture of KONGARU ISLAND and 
occupied the small unnamed island to the east of KONGARU ISLAND. On PELELIU some 
of the enemy are still hiding out in caves in the northern portion where cleaning 
up operations by 5th Mar Regt are underway. Enemy positions on UMURRROGOL 1IT 
continue to resist stubbornly and but little progress was made during the day. 
During the night 28-29 September (I) infiltrating enemy carrying grenades caused 
some casualties to 7th Kar Regt (7th Mar Regt was operating against S slopes of 
UMURBROGOL. MT). Operations to clean up caves and pillboxes in NW lake region 
ANGAUR are progressing slowly. Bad weather continues and unloading is difficult. 
10 mines were swept during the past two aays off S and SE coast of ANGAUR. 16 
F4U's cratered the BABELTHTJAP airstrip with 11 hits. PELELIU bomber strip is 40 
percent complete. 


Our casualties as of 1800 29 September (I): 


Unit 

EIA 

WIA 

MIA 

Total 

1st Mar Div 

656 

4035 

364 

5055 

81st Inf Div 

165 

1176 

10 

1351 

Total 

821 

5211 

374 

6406 


8717 of the enemy have been killed on PELELIU, 1055 on ANGAUR, for a total of 
9772; 158 prisoners have been taken on PELELIU, 5 on ANGAUR, for a total of 163. 

Operations of TF 59 (E. Long, dates): On 27 September 2 B-24's dropped 5 
tons on WAKE. On the 28th PAGAN was struck by 22 P-47*s, while 18 B-24's hit 
naval installations on CHICHI JIMA. 

SKATE (SS 305) operating off E coast of OKINAWA reports at 291429 GCT ob¬ 
tained 1 hit in a 5-ship, 7-escort convoy on course 010. 

FLASHER (SS 249) reports that she was unable to close 2 BB's at 270530 (H) 
position 15-50N, 117-00E (100 miles U of LUZON) course 195, speed unknown. 

On 27 September (I) MANADO and MAPANGET, CELEBES, were attacked by 23 B-24's, 
starting fires in building areas; there was no interception. On the same day 18 
3-24's bombed HAROEKOE (CERAM)> cratering the runway and destroying 2 grounded 
planes. 9 B-25's bombed the OLD NAMLEA (BCEROE) airdrome, while 17 B-25's fired 
oil tanks at 30ELA (CERAM). Enemy installations on AMBON and small shipping in 
the AMBON area were attacked by 2 B-24’s, 6 B-25’s, and 18 P-38’s. Single search 
planes continued to attack shipping in the PHILIPPPTES area, near BORNEO, and in 
the CELEBES area. 



29 September (Oahu date) 

CTF 36 (Major General Julian Smith) reports at 300132 GCT that all objectives 
assigned his force have been occupied except that isolated enemy groups continue 
stubborn and fanatical resistance from caves on TLUJRBROGOL MT on PELELIU, and in 
a small area near the lake region in NW ANGAUR; assault forces are clearing these 

caves; base development has been initiated and can proceed without local enemy 
interference. 
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CTP 57 260740 summarizes operations 21-25 September, inclusive. 

Operations of TF 59 (E. Long, dates): On 28 September TRUK was hit by 14 
B-24's which concentrated 33 tons against the airfield and installations on FARM. 
SBD's hit TAROA gun positions on the 28th, and a single reconnaissance plane 
heckled NAURU on the preceding night. On the 29th strikes were made against 
WOTJE and MARCUS, and neutralization of FAGAN continued. 


On 1 October (I) Rear Admiral Alva D. Bernard assumed command of MARSHALLS- 
GILBERTS Area and command of TF 96. 


GHQ STJPA (MacARTHUR) 280238 (pink) outlines plans for LEYTE operation. 

MARSHALL 281252 (pink) discusses provisions for bases for eventual British 
Fleet operations in the PACIFIC. 

War Department 290357 (pink) discusses operations of 20th Air Force; confir¬ 
mation paraphrase of 36341 passed by HARMON to Admiral McMORRIS for NIMITZ in 
original form by hand. 

ARNOLD 292317 (pink) announces that operations of 20th Bomber Command in 
support of PACIFIC operations will be directed try Hq 20th AF, in same manner as 
strategic operations are directed. 


On 28 September (I) minor strikes against shipping were made at ILLANA BAY 
(PHILIPPINES), SW HAIMAHERA, and CERAM; a 1000-ton AK and 1 barge were sunk; a 
1000-ton AK and an 80-foot vessel were damaged* 4 small craft were sunk. 12 B-25’s 
and 1 PBY caused a large explosion and silenced a gun position at MAOSIERI (FLORES 
ISLANDS), while 2 fighter bombers strafed enemy troops at CAPE LILI (TIE HALMAHERA). 
Minor strikes were made against LANGGGER (EAI ISLANDS) and against SAUL!LAKE I 
(TAND.!BAR ISLAND). On the 26th and 27th 32 sorties were flown against VOGELKOF 
airdromes and against the MANCKWARI area. On the 28th 8 fighter bombers hit CAPE 
MOEM in the 7ilEWAK area. On 26th and 27th neutralization of the 3ISMARCES-SOLOMONS 
area continued with strikes against KAVIENG, RABAUL, and BOUGAINVILLE. 

30 September (Oahu date) 


CTF 32 (R.Adm. Fort) report of 1800 30 Sept states that PELELIU, ANGAUR, 
NGESEBUS and KONGARU have been captured and occupied. 1st Marines commenced 
loading for evacuation of PELELIU. 


Our casualties as of 1800 30 September: 


Unit 

KIA 

WIA 

MIA 

TOTAL 

1st MarDiv 

669 

4019 

356 

5044 

81st InfDiv 

181 

1282 

10 

1473 

Total 

850 

5301 

J66 

6517 

Enemy killed 

. 

9076 

(PELELIU), 

1070 (ANGAUR) - 

P0W's: 


180 (PELELIU), 

5 (ANGAUR) - 
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50 September (Oahu date - cont'd) 

TREPANG (SS 412) reports at 301815 GCT attacking a 3-ship, 3-escort convoy 
in position 30-3211, 138-17E (M of BONINS), course 210, speed 7.9. Reports sink¬ 
ing 1 large AO. 

SNAPPER (SS 185) reports 1 hit in AK at 010013 GCT Oct in convoy position 
28-22N, 139-30E (Y7 of BONINS), course 160. 

MacARTHUR 301127 (pink) confirms conference SNP Area and 3rd Fleet, 29 
Sept, re coordination of air operations for K-2 operation. 

GTIQ SWPA (MacARTHUR) 301315 (pink) leaves further coordination to Cincpoa, 
DepCom 20th AF, and ComGen CBI, as suggested in ARNOLD 292317 (pink); re operations 
of 20th Bomber Command in support of Pacific operations. 

On the 30th at PELELIU F4U»s attacked Jap caves on T3MURBR0G0L MT with 500 
and 1,000-lb bombs. On the night of 1st - 2nd an ASP plane reported attacking 
a positive submarine 60 miles NW of PELELIU with no results from special armament. 

Friendly forces through Com7thFleet report destruction from the VISAYAN 
attack by planes of TF 38 on the 13th and 14th of September; on M EGR0S ISLAND 
137-147 planes were destroyed on the ground; extensive oil and gas dumps were also 
destroyed. On PANA:' ISLAND 23 planes and 2,000 drums of gas were destroyed. On 
LEYTE ISLAND 4 planes were shot down and 35 hit on the ground; 9 merchant vessels 
were sunk, burned, or beached, and 1,000 drums of gas destroyed. 

On the 29th a PBY destroyed a schooner off the N coast of MINDANAO. 

On the 29th 1 PBY off ,T E BORNEO reports destruction of a 4,000-ton freighter- 
transport, 3 small AK’s, and 6 heavily laden cargo barges. On the 20th a 3-24 
attacked a DD off the SE CELEBES and on the 29th a PBY attacked a large AP off 
NW CELEBES. 

In NEW GUINEA, air strikes continued against enemy fields at VOGETZOP and 


In the Central Pacific Area on the 29th a B-24 snooper dropped 1 ton on the 
airfield at E70 JB T A. 9 tons of bombs were dropped on the island of PAGAN on the 
30th. On the same day VF dropped 15 tons on JALUIT and TJOTJE, and VB dropped 25 
tons on KILLE and ! ALOELAP. 

In the North Pacific 2 B-24's from 11th AF bombed SHB.UJSHU with unobserved 
results. 




1 October (Oahu date) 

CTF 32 (Rear Admiral Fort) report of 1800 1 October states that it is a 
slow and difficult process reducing caves on both islands, with slight progress 
being made. 

Our casualties to date: 
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1 October (Oahu date - 



Unit 

KIA 

WIA 

MIA 

Total 

1st MarDiv 

692 

4151 

358 

5201 

81st InfDiv 

210 

1357 

13 

1580 

Total 

902 

5508 

371 

6781 

9076 of the enemy have 

been killed 

on PELELIU 

, 1075 on 

ANGAUR, for a total of 


10,151; 180 prisoners have been taken on PELELIU, 7 on ANGAUR, for a total of 
187. 


Weather is moderating but surf still hinders unloading. Estimated date of 
completion of the runways and taxiways on ANGAUR airfield is 20 October. Estab¬ 
lishment of military government on ANGAUR took place in the presence of Com3rdFlt. 

The attack and occupation phase at ULITHI officially terminated at 0800 (I) 

3 October. ComTaskFor 57 assumes responsibility under Com3rdFlt for its develop¬ 
ment in conformity with Cincpoa directives. 

ASPR0 (SS 309) reports at 300430 GOT September obtained 2 hits in a large 
MARU of a 7-ship southbound convoy off the W coast of INIZON. 

BAILEY (DD 492) reports being severely strafed in 3 successive attacks at 
2045 (i) 1 October at PALAU; 3 officers and 6 men were killed. 


Com3rdFlt 021612 (pink) indicates practicability of striking entire FOR) OSA 
area with carrier planes during attacks of 12 and 13 October and desires 14th 
and 20th Air Forces concentrate on CHINA coast. 


DepCom 20th AF 012138 

Cincpoa 020035/outlines scheduled fast carrier strikes in October and 
requests coordination by strikes with the 14th and 20th Air Forces on appropriate 
targets other than those under attack by the fast carrier forces. 


outlines dates for completion of VLR strips on TINIAN. 


SULTAN 011017Z (pink) refers to land-based support of HacArthur’s operations 
by the 14th AF. 

A B-24 strike of 9 planes was directed against IW0 JB1A on the 1st; 7-J tons 
were dropped on the airfield; 8 enemy fighters intercepted. One B-24 was destroyed 
prior to reaching the target, and 4 officers plus 6 air crewmen are missing. Each 
of the remaining eight planes was slightly damaged; one officer killed and one 
wounded. A PB4Y bombed and strafed a small AK 330 miles 17 of CHICHI JIMA on the 
2nd; results negative. In the ZAMBOANGA area (W of MINDANAO) a P3Y on the 30th 
probably sank a 10,000-ton oiler. 


Rear Admiral C. II. McMorris appointed to temporary rank of Vice Admiral, 
USN, to rank from 23 September 1944. | / 


fU/K/ 
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CTF 32 (R. Adm. Fort) report of 1800 2 October states that there was a two- 
hour red alert commencing at 1956 (I), caused by a single enemy float plane. 2 
bombs were dropped causing no damage. The enemy attempted to infiltrate during 
the night but was repulsed with considerable casualties. The enemy is continuing 
the refusal to surrender on both islands. Unloading ceased due to sudden severe 
squalls and winds from the SW. 3 LST's and 1 LCT were caught while beached and 
are reported to be in serious difficulty. 

The PELELIU bomber strip is reported to be 63 percent complete. 


Our casualties to date: 


Unit 

KIA 

WIA 

MIA 

Total 

1st KarDiv 

716 

4345 

270 

5331 

81st InfDiv 

228 

1378 

13 

1619 

Total 

944 

5723 

283 

6950 


9363 of the enemy have been killed on PELELIU, 1075 on ANGAUR, for a total of 
10,438; 193 prisoners have been taken on PELELIU, 7 on ANGAUR, for a total of 200. 

HAMMERHEAD (SS 364) reports contacting 5 KARU's plus escorts off UW BORNEO 
coast, resulting in the sinking of 4 ships. 

YMS 385 struck a mine while engaged in minesweeping operations at TTLITHI. 
Casualties are reported as medium. 

One submarine was attacked 75 miles EHE of PELELIU by the CAPERTOM (DD 650) 
with unknown results. 


ComSrdFleet dispatch states that the typhoon in the ULITHI area has neces¬ 
sitated fleet units putting to sea. 

46 3-24's attacked BALIKPAPAU (BORNEO) shipping, runway, and paraffin refin¬ 
eries; 25-30 Jap anese planes intercepted, 3 enemy fighters being shot down. 3 
B-24's were likewise destroyed. 

3 October (Oahu date) 

CTP 32 (R. Adm. Fort) summary as of 1800 (I) 3 October indicates that there 


was little change in 
are: 

the situation 

on PELELIU. 

The casualties 

as of this date 

Unit 

KIA 

WIA 

MIA 

Total 

1st MarDiv 

724 

4413 

269 

5406 

81st InfDiv 

239 

1408 

13 

1660 

Total 

963 

5821 

282 

7066 

Enemy killed to date; 
213, ANGAUR 7, total 

: PELELIU 9542 
220. Interned 

, ANGAUR 1101 
civilians: 

, total 10,643. 
6 on ANGAUR. 

POW’s: PELELIU 
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Heav y weather continued and prevented unloading. Estimated completion date 
of the PELELIU bomber strip is 6 October. 


SHELTON (DE 407) was torpedoed by a submarine at about 0830 (i) 3 October 
in the vicinity of LIOROTAI. casualties are reported unknown but the survivors are 
aboard the ROWELL (DE 403). 


Cincpoa 040305 (pink) requests 20th Air Force attack on OKAYAMA (FORMOSA) 
either prior to or after the fast carrier attacks on that target. 

Cincpoa 040309 (pink) requests 14th Air Force to make no attacks on FORMOSA 
while fast carriers are attacking target. 

ARNOLD Vi’ARX 40740 (032220Z) (pink) outlines schedule of 20th Bomber Command 
strikes in support of forthcoming fast carrier attacks. 

Photographic coverage by B-29's of OKINAWA JBIA on the 1st showed a total 
of 101 enemy planes. 


Supplementary reports of the raid on BALIKPAPAN (BORNEO) outlined in 2 
October summary indicate 70 B-24's took part in this strike, instead of 46. 

Admiral Limits, together with staff members, returned from a conference 
on the West Coast. 

4 October (Oahu date) 


Cxi* 3^ (R. Adm. I'ort) summary as of 1800 (I) 4 October reports continuance 


unloading. An LET (579) 
sank. 

struck 

a floating 

mine < 

Our casualties to 

date: 



Unit 

KIA 

WIA 

MIA 

1st MarDiv 

749 

4563 

267 

81st InfDiv 

247 

1421 

13 

Total 

996 

5984 

280 

Enemy killed: PEI.ELIU 9870, A-GAUR 1109, total ] 


Total 

5579 

1681 

7260 


ANGAUR 7, total 220. 

POMFRET (SS 391) reports sinking 1 medium AL and 2 hits in a large AK in a 
southbound convoy S of FORMOSA on the night of 2 October. 


Supplemental report received on the torpedoing of the SHELTON (DE 407) off 
HOROTAI states that she sank v/ith a loss of 11 dead or missing. 

Cincpoa 050543 (pin!;) refers to advisability of inflicting lasting damage 
on facilities at FORMOSA in view of the change in objectives for future operations. 
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Cincpoa 050644 (pink) advises that CAUSEWAY operation 
target dates for IW0 JIMA and OKINAWA operations. 


5 October (Oahu date) 


is deferred and gives 


f*' tuM, 


CTF 32 (R. Adm. Fort) sunnary as of 1800 5 October (I) states that reduction 
of enemy pockets on PELELIU continues with slow progress being made. Unloading 
resumed on both PELELIU and ANGAUR although the surf still interferes. Rations 
were carried to PELELIU by both plane and LOT and the shortage is reported to be 
no longer critical. VF dropped 8 tons of bombs on the RABELTHUAP airfield and 
reported no evidence of repair to the airstrip on which are 18 craters. 


A report on storm damage at ULITKI indicates that 65 LCVP were lost and 14 
LCM were on the beach, probably not salvagable. An LOT (1052) was sunk and 2 addi 
tional LCT’s are on the beach but may be salvaged. 

Our casualties to date: 


Unit 

KIA 

17IA 

MIA 

Total 

1st MarDiv 

771 

4650 

267 

5688 

81st TnfDiv 

251 

1465 

13 

1729 

Total 

1022 

6115 

280 

7417 


9931 of the enemy have been killed on PELELIU, 1112 on ANGAUR, for a total of 
11,043; 214 prisoners have been taken on PELELIU, 7 on ANGAUR, for a total of 
221. Interned civilians, ANGAUR 6. 

Cincpoa 052014 directs OonAirPac to keep CarDiv 11 (SARATOGA, RANGER) poten¬ 
tially available for combat duty. 

ConFwdArea 052243 outlines his recommendations for infantry defenses in the 
MARIANAS. 


Cincpoa 060202 (pink) states that his submarine dispositions are such as to 
cover movements of enemy carriers believed to be in the EMPIRE and requests infor¬ 
mation from CinCSWPA as to location of his submarines for interception of fleet 
movements from LINCGA and BRUNEI BAY. 


Cominch 031655 outlines proposed modification of defense in ALASKA. 

ComAlSeaFron 052357 indicates concurrence in proposed modification of 
defense in ALASKA. 


Heavy air strikes were again 
strike was directed on 3ALIKPAPAN. 
refineries and were attacked by 40 
shot down; 7 B-24's were lost. 


carried out in the AM30N-CERAM area and another 
In this latter mission 40 B-24’s attacked the 
intercepting fighters. 19 enemy fighters were 


l 
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CTF 32 (R. Adm. Fort) summary as of 1800 October 7 (i) reports continued 
attacks on UMUR3R0G0L MT. from both the north and south. Attack was supported 
by artillery and tanks; some progress being made. PELELIU bomber strip is com¬ 
pleted and useable (6,000 feet). 


Our 

casualties to date (1800 Oct. 

7) . : 


Unit 

KIA 

WIA 

MIA 

TOTAL 

1st MarDiv 

779 

4685 

265 

5729 

81st InfDiv 262 

1518 

13 

1793 

Total 

1041 

6203 

278 

7522 

PCSW's to date: PELELIU 214, 

ANGAUR 10, 

total 224. 

Interned civilians 

ANGAUR 6. 

Enemy killed to 

date: PELELIU 

10,083, ANGAUR 1,128, total 11 


ASPRO (SS 309) reports sinking 3 AK's and possibly 1 large tanker in 
the past four days off the west coast of LUZON. 

WHALE (SS 239) on the 6th put 5 torpedoes in a large tanker south of 
FORMOSA (confirmation of this sinking follows). 

SEAHORSE (SS 304) on the 6th sank a DD engaged in picking up survivors 
from the WHALE' s victim in the area south of FORMOSA. 

CinCPOA 070433 outlines the decision to entrust air defense of groups 
of islands to a single Air Defense Command. 

CinCPOA 071125 (pink) covers the Yearning Order on the strike against 
the Japanese homeland. 


CinCPOA 070650 outlines the establishment of the Naval Operating Base, 

GUAM as a subordinate command of the Island Commander, GUAM. 

CinCPOA 070236 (pink) requests recommendations from ComNorPac as to 
objectives to be seized in the operations against the KURILES. 

. 9 ^ 

7 October (Oahu date) 

CTF 32 (R. Adm. Fort) summary of 1800 8 October (i) indicates that the 1st 
MarDiv is continuing a coordinated attack on UMURBROGCL MT supported by VF (Corsairs) 
carrying 1000-lb bombs. The 81st Div continues mopping up ANGAUR. The flow of 
supplies coning ashore has improved. Our casualties to date: 


Unit 

KIA 

WIA 

MIA 


Total 

1st MarDiv 

830 

4775 

249 

% 

5854 

81st InfDiv 

263 

1580 

13 


1856 

Total 

1093 

6355 

262 


7710 

Enemy killed: PELELIU 

10,083, 

ANGAUR 1150 

, total 

11,233; 

prisoners: PELELIU 214, 

ANGAUR 11, total 225. 

Interned 

oivilians. 

ANGAUR 

93. 
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7 October (Oahu date - continued) 



CABRILLA (SS 288) reports sinking in the past week off the W coast of LUZON 
1 medium cargo transport, 1 medium freighter, and hits in 2 tankers. 

SAWFISH (::S 276) reports sinking 1 large unescorted AO at 1S30 GOT 8 Oct off 
the W coast of LUZON. 


Cincpoa 080645 (pink) directs the assignment of officers for planning the 
ICEBERG operation (OKINAWA). 

Cincpoa 080719 (pink) requests information from CinCSoWesPac as to the 
logistic facilities CinCSo’ esPac plans to establish in WHITEWASH (LUZON) and sug¬ 
gests a conference at SWP headquarters between staff members on this subject. 

Cincpoa 080519 requests nomination for Army Air Corns general as Island 
Commander, TINIAN, and deals with disposition of certain units (Army and Marine) 
in the MARIANAS. 

Cincpoa 080835 concurs in category of defense for KODIAK-SITKA-UNALASKA 
sector as proposed by War Department. 


Com7tliFlt estimates that tnere are 223 combat planes plus more than 600 
single and twin-engine trainers on FORMOSA. 


Cincpoa 080642 (pink) directs the assignment of officers for planning the 
DETACH!ENT operation (IWO JIMA). 


8 October (Oahu date) 




CTF 32 (R.Adn. Fort) summary as of 1800 9 October (i) reports that one 
company from 321st Infantry landed on GAR-AKAYO ISLAND (about 2 miles north of 
NGESEBUS), patrolled perimeter, and proceeded inland meeting little opposition. 
Operations continued against enemy pockets on PELELIU and a number of caves 
were sealed. The 81st Division continued to mop up on ANGAUR. The food shortago 
is no longer critical on PELELIU and ANGAUR, rations being dropped by plane and 
being brought ashore by surface craft. 


MARCUS ISLAND was bombarded on 9 October (I) by CTG 30.2 (R.Adn. Smith) 
(CHESTER, PENSACOLA, SALT TAKE CITY, plus supporting DD's). Hits were reported 
on the radio station, operations and administration buildings. Bombardment was 
completed one hour after dark. As of 090953 GCT, no damage to our own personnel 
or ships was suffered. 

Two merchant vessels, the SS ANTIGUA and the SS E.A. CHRISTENSON, collided 
at 0015 9 October (VW) about 80 miles east of PEARL (final report has not been 
received). 


Joint Chiefs of Staff 032255Z (pink) sets forth the Joint Chiefs of Staff 
directive for CinCSWPA and CinCPOA to conduct operations against LUZON, NAUSEI 
SHOTO, and NANPO SHOTO. 


ComNorPac 072155 (pink) recommends the seizure of ETOROFU (NE/ of HOKKAIDO) 


and MATSUWA (Central KURILES). 
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9 October (Oahu date) 



Aircraft from TF 38 made 4 strikes and a fighter sweep on OKINAWA on 10 October 
A preliminary report of the results of this operation are outlined in Com3rdFlt 
100930. A more complete report will follow. 

Operations summary from CTF 32 (R. Adm. Fort) as of 1800 (I) 10 October indicates 
that GARAKAYO (N of NGESEBUS) was completely cleared of the enemy and is now being 
organized as an outpost. 6 

Our casualties to date: 


Unit 

KIA 

WIA 

MU 

Total 

1st MarDiv 

850 

4884 

227 

5961 

81st InfDiv 

221 

1609 

13 

1843 

Total 

1071 

6493 

240 

7804 


Enemy killed: PELELIU 10,256, ANGAUR 1165, total 11,421. POW's: PELELIU 234, ANGAUR 
11, total 245. Interned civilians - ANGAUR 184. 


A further report on the SS ANTIGUA indicates that she was unable to make port 
and was beached at KEAHI POINT, NW of channel entrance (PEARL). 

Cincpoa 092200 (pink) covers the warning order directing initiation of prepara¬ 
tions for the IWO JIMA operation (20 Jan). 

Cinopoa 092300 (pink) covers preliminary warning order to initiate preparations 
for the OKINAWA operation (1 March). 

Arnold 101523Z (pink) states that 20th Bomber Command strike against FORMOSA 
on 11 October has been postponed because of weather and that they plan to attack on 
14 and 16 October against same targets. 

Cincpoa 100330 (pink) requests further information from ComNorPac as to prospec¬ 
tive objectives ETOROFU and MATSUWA. 


10 October (Oahu date) 

Report of CTF 32 (R. Adm. Fort) states that landing was made without opposition 
on BAIRAKASERU ISLAND (2 miles N of NGESEBUS). 



Unloading at PELELIU continues to improve; however, loading conditions at ANGAUR 
have been somewhat retarded due to beach conditions. Report indicates that there are 
hardstands at the PELELIU airfield with finished surface for 59 fighters and a tempor¬ 
ary surface for an additional 50 fighters. 


HADDO (SS 255) summarizes 7th war patrol. 
FRB/LANTLE 3 Oct from 57-day patrol. This report 
for a total of 17,100 tons. 


Left FREMANTLE 
indicates that 


8 Aug and returned to 
the HADQO sank 6 ships 


y 


4 


DDC 
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CTF 33 strikes were carried out against FORMOSA on the 12th and 13th (i) but 
no details as yet have been received. 

TREPANG (SS 412) operating in waters S of HONSHU sighted 2 BB's and 2 DD's at 
1230 GOT 12 October. 2 hits were made, 1 in a BB and 1 in a DD; the BB was slowed 
down from 23 to 16 knots and the DD sank. TREPANG stated that she was out of tor¬ 
pedoes but was tracking the force. 

DARTER (SS 227) sighted a 10-ship convoy on the 12th (i) in BALABAC STRAIT (N 
of BORNEO) and made 3 hits in 2 tankers. 


CoraGenAAFPOA 111957 (pink) outlines the disposition of the VLR wings (313 and 
314) to be 3et up on TINIAN and GUAM. 

TF 36 will be disbanded effective 14 October. 


MacArthur 041340 directs CoraGen 6th Army and Commander Allied Naval Forces to 
clear the N tip of SURIGAO PENINSULA and DINAGAT ISLAND in order to open SURIGAO 
STRAITS to shipping. 

A heavy B-24 strike was carried out on BALIKPAPAN the morning of 10 October (i) 
on the oil refineries in that area; huge fires were reported. 4 B-24's were destroyed 
by 35 to 45 enemy fighters. , * / 

12 October (Oahu date) 

Com3rdFlt 130955 outlines the results of the strikes on FORMOSA on 12 and 13 
October (I). 396 aircraft were destroyed both on the ground and in the air. Con¬ 

siderable shipping was sunk including 14 AK's and numerous small craft. Our plane 
losses numbered 45. The entire FORMOSA-PESCADORES Area was thoroughly bombed with 
concentration on airfield installations, utilities, shipping facilities and oil dumps. 

Preliminary report from Com3rdFlt on the fighter sweep at APARRI on 11 October 
(I) states that there was no airborne opposition, but 10 to 15 aircraft were destroyed 
on the ground; fires were started in buildings and installations. 

Com3rdFlt 130048 outlines the results of the OKINAWA strike on 10 October (I). 

93 planes were destroyed in the air and on the ground. Extensive damage was caused 

to shipping. Five pilots and 4 crewmen were lost in this operation. 

A further report from Com3rdFlt states that beginning at dusk 12 October (i) 
snoopers were around the force from 1930 until 0200 the 13th (i). Attacks were made 

on the force by groups of from 2 to 6 planes using flares. Night fighters shot down 

3 of these snoopers and AA guns of TG 38.2 destroyed 8. A report was received from 
Com3rdFlt (131137) stating that the CANBERRA (CA 70) had been torpedoed and was being 
taken in tow. 

Three groups are attacking FORMOSA on 14 October (I). Another group will con¬ 
duct a fighter sweep directed against the APARRI Area. 

The attack and occupation phase at PALAU and ANGAUR terminated at 1200 14 Oct. 
(I). The command passes to CTF 57 (V.Adm. Hoover) at this time. 


- Continued - 
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Com3rdFlt 120127 (pink) covers request for additional fighterB to be assigned 
for the HOTFOOT Operation* 

CinCPac 130348 (pink) answers Com3rdFlt's request for increased fighter strength* 

Com3rdFlt 130338 (pink) outlines the Warning Order for the HOTFOOT Operation. 

CinCSWPA 120632 (pink) outlines plans for the MIKE-ONE (CENTRAL PLAIN-MANILA Are* 
of LUZON), MIKE-TWO (DINGALEN BAY Area of LUZON), and LOVE-THREE (SOUTHERN MINDANAO) 
Operations* 

CinCPOA 130813 covers the proposed relationship between NatsPac and PAA. 

Com3rdFlt indicates that he proposes to direct Admiral McCain to relieve 
Admiral Mitscher at ULITHI about 1 November. 



13 October (Oahu date) 

Dispatch received from CTG 38.1 (V. Adm. McCain) states that the HOUSTON (CL 
81) was torpedoed Lat 22-31, Long 124-05 (about 180 miles E of FORMOSA) on 14 October 
(I). Dispatch stated that the BOSTON was taking her in tow and that they were under 
continuous attack. The forward engine room was reported flooded and the after engine 
room was abandoned. It was indicated that there was a 7 degree starboard list. The 
PAWNEE (ATF 74) was directed to relieve the BOSTON of tow and the BOSTON was to re¬ 
join TG 38.1. 

CANBERRA (CA 70) was proceeding toward 17N, 130E, from 22-34N, 123-26E (posi¬ 
tion 14 October 0700 (l)) at a speed of advance of 4.5. She was being towed by the 
WICHITA (CA 45) and escorted by TG 30.3 consisting of CruDiv 13 (BIRMINGHAM, SANTA FE, 
MOBILE) plus CABOT (CVL 28) and 6 DD’s. MUNSEE (ATF 107) is to intercept the task 
group at dawn 15 October and relieve the WICHITA of tow. TG 30.2 (CruDiv 5 and 6 
DD's) has been ordered to position 18-55N, 127-40E to escort the damaged CANBERRA. 

Com3rdFlt has directed CTG 38.4 (R. Adm. DAVISON) to proceed to striking position 
on the E coast of LUZON and launch strikes on central LUZON area during the daylight 
hours of 15 October. 

Report received from the 20th Bomber raid carried out against FORMOSA on 14 
October (I) indicates that the target was pulverised by about 125 8-29*8. No filters 
were encountered and AA was weak and ineffective. 

AdComNorPac 132035 (pink) states that TF 94 (R. Adm. MoCrea) (CONCORD, RICHMOND, 
TRENTON) will bombard MATSUWA at 1240 GCT 17 October. 

At 0517 (V-Vf) in position Lat 20-39 Long 158-45 the HOWARD F. CLARK (DE 533) 
was in a collision with the SARATOGA. Considerable damage was caused to the HOWARD 
F. CLARK and minor damage to the port side of the SARATOGA above the waterline. 

Cinopoa 140445 (pink) outlines the ships to be assigned to Com3rdFlt for duty 
during the HOTFOOT operation. 

R. Adm. Reeves has been designated Commander Western Carolines Area, CTG 57.14, 
as of noon 14 October. Designation of CTG 10.15 has been terminated 
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Incomplete reports from Com3rdFlt indicate that 20 Japanese aircraft were 
destroyed during the dusk attacks on the 13th (i). There was a dawn fighter sweep 
on the 14th (I) directed against FORMOSA and LUZON to cover the withdrawal of the 
CANBERRA. There was little air opposition over FORMOSA; 11 planes were shot down 
and 30 destroyed on the ground. No report of the LUZON sweep has been received. In 
an attack on the task force mid-afternoon of the 14th (I) 30 enemy planes were des¬ 
troyed by TG 38.2. No reports have been received from other task groups; however, 
our plane losses are believed to have been light. 

The HOUSTON, which was torpedoed at dusk on the 14th (I), is being towed by the 
BOSTON. It is reported that the PAWNEE (ATF 74) will relieve the BOSTON on 16 Octo- 
(l)* The CANBERRA is being towed by the MUNSEE (ATF 107) and both damaged ships 
together with their escorts are retiring toward ULITHI. Reports indicate that this 
force was under attack by snoopers for 6 hours on night of the 14th (i). 

Cincpac 142219 (pink) outlines the possibilities and composition of expected 
enemy attack. 

Cora3rdFlt 150149 (pink) states that he is disposing all forces for a fleet 
action and that no fast carriers will be available for the KING TWO operation until 
further notice. 

Com3rdFlt 150252 (pink) states that he intends to attack in strength and that 
upon completion of fueling the force will be concentrated at a reference point of 
22N 128E 400 miles E of the southern tip of FORMOSA) 

Cora7thFlt 150542 states that the Central Philippines Attack Force will proceed 
with the scheduled KING TWO operation and requests assistance from the fast carriers 
a3 soon as possible,consistent with developments. 

Dispatches relative to disposition of submarines and aircraft reconnaissance 
follow; Cincpoa 150932 (pink) outlines disposition of submarines to be made. Cinc¬ 
pac 150301 (pink) requests CinCSWPA to make maximum air reconnaissance covering the 
exits at SURIGAO and SAN BERNADINO STRAITS beginning daylight 16 October (i). Cinc¬ 
pac 151230 requests ComNavGroup CHINA to arrange for daily reconnaissance of the 
SOUTH CHINA SEA (N of CAMRANH-LINGAYEN line) by the China-based air force for the 
purpose of detecting possible enemy fleet movements toward area in which 3rd Fleet is 
operating. ComNavGroup CHINA 151755 (pink) states that the 14th AF will undertake 
this mission with 4 Liberators daily. Cincpac 150136 directs ComFairWingONE to ex¬ 
tend the search from the MARIANAS to the maximum range in order to cover assumed 
enemy approach from BUNGO CHANNEL (between KYUSHU and SHIKOKU). CTG 30.5 151343 out¬ 
lines search to be covered (1150 miles) to look for Jap fleet; Cincpoa 150651 (pink) 
requests Deputy Commander 20th AF to provide maximum action against enemy air forces 
in FORMOSA until the situation clarifies. DepCom 20th AF 150736 (pink) recommends to 
Com 20th AF that a minimum of one strike per day be oarried out on FORMOSA, even at 
the expense of the striking force, rather than infrequent strikes of heavier forces. 

BESUGO (SS 321) reports that at 2300 GCT 14 October 3 heavy cruisers and 1 light 
cruiser were sighted Lat 32-30N, 132-36E (SE of BTRJGO CHANNEL) course 140, estimated 
speed 18 knots. 

A report from ComNavGroup CHINA states that a photo mission plane reported 2 
battleships plus 15 other vessels at TAKAO (0600 GCT 15 October). 

CwvV 
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On 16 October (I) there were various sightings of enemy surface forces. At 
1730 (I) 16 October Com3rdFlt issued a report that forces consisting of 1 CV, 2 BB’s, 
1 CA, 2 CL's, and 8 DD's was located at 26-27N, 130-28E (about 140 miles E of N tip 
of OKINAWA), course 250, speed 20 knots. At 2050 (I) 16 October SKATE (SS 305) re¬ 
ported 3 large ships, 1 DD, and 2 DE’s, course 010, position 28-01N, 130-45E (about 
90 miles N of position of Com3rdFlt's report). At 2245 (I) 16 October the BESUGO 
(SS 321) sent out a contact report stating that 2 heavy cruisers had sortied from 
BUNGO SUIDO and that she had damaged one. Report stated that both cruisers were re¬ 
turning to port. 

A report received from CTG 38.4 indicates that there was little action on the 
fighter sweep carried out the morning of the 14th. No airborne enemy aircraft were 
observed; they destroyed 5 planes on the ground. On the morning of the 15th a strike 
was carried out against the MANILA BAY airfields. It was estimated that 50 fighters 
intercepted this strike. An estimated 30-40 airborne enemy planes were destroyed 
and 15-20 planes were destroyed on the ground; our losses were 2 VF. The dispatch 
indicates that persistent attacks were made on TG 38.4 during the day of the 15th 
and prevented launching more than one strike. 30 Jap planes were reported shot down 
in the vicinity of the task group. 

At 1422 (I) 16 October the HOUSTON was torpedoed in the stern at 20-45N, 125- 
24E (about 180 miles NE of the NE tip of LUZON). Report stated that she was being 
towed at a speed through the water of 3 knots. 9 Japanese aircraft were shot down 
by the CABOT (CVL 28) combat air patrol. 

The following outlines the disposition of the 4 task groups: 38.1 is to pro¬ 
ceed to 21-00N, 127-OOE to arrive at 0600 (I) 17 October and search to the W and NW 
at dawn. TG's 38.2 and 38.3 are proceeding to 18-30N, 126-30E (about 250 miles E 
of NE tip of LUZON) to arrive 0600 (I) 17 October and will operate in that vicinity 
ufibil further notice. 38.4 is scheduled to proceed to a position to strike the 
central LUZON area commencing at dawn on 17 October (I). They are also to strike 
LEGASPI and maintain a reconnaissance of SAN BERNADINO STRAIT. They will continue 
to strike the central LUZON area on the 18th and 19th. 

A photographic interpretation report has been received covering the damage on 
the CKAYAMA aircraft assembly plant. Of the 34 major buildings, 26 were reported 
either destroyed or damaged. 

B-29's are scheduled to attack EINANSHO airfield (FORMOSA) at 1300 (I) 17 Octo¬ 
ber. This strike will be made by approximately 25 B-29*s. Reports indicate that 
lack of gasoline and bombs will preclude further strikes by this command at the pre¬ 
sent time. 

Commander Allied Air Forces 161125 (pink) outlines special reconnaissance 
orders relative to search of SURIGAO and SAN BERNADINO STRAITS. 

ComNavGroup CHINA 160953 (pink) outlines search to be made of the SOUTH CHINA 
SEA area commencing 2000 (I) 16 October. 

Cincpoa 160342 (pink) outlines allocation of shipping for the LUZON operation. 

The airfield at ANGAUR is expected to be ready for operations on about 20 
October. 


Brig. Gen. H. D. Campbell, USMC, has been designated Island Commander PELELIU; 
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designation CTU 10.15.3 terminates. Col. R. A. Dunn, USA, has been designated Island 
Commander ANGAUR; designation CTU 10.15.4 terminates. 


16 October (Oahu date) 





CTG 77.2 (R. Adm. Oldendorf) reports that landings were made on SULUAN without 
opposition on 17 October (I), D-3. jv 

A tropical disturbance of near-typhoon intensity made it impossible to carry 
out air operations and it was reported that carriers were retiring to the south. 

A report was received from CTG 38.1 (|K Adra. McCain) stating that this group 
(while operating near 30.3) shot down 96 of 191 planes attacking both night and day 
(14-15 October). Our losses were 5 VP in oombat and 2 VF lost operationally. On 
the 16th the CABOT and the COWPENS (covering the same group, 30.3) Bhot down 50 out 
of 60 planes attacking the cripples. Search planes and combat air patrol from TG's 
38.2 and 38.3 shot down 15 enemy aircraft of various types on the 16th. 

The two damaged cruisers, HOUSTON and CANBERRA, are proceeding under tow toward 
ULITHI. 


TG'S 38.1 and 38.4 are scheduled to make strikes on LUZON on 18 and 19 October 
(I). TG 38.2 is scheduled to make a strike against the northern LUZON area on the 
morning of 18 Ootober (I) and then proceed to join TG 38.4. TG 38.4 is to refuel 
and maintain a covering position on the 18th and 19th. 

Photographs obtained on 15 October (I) by the 14th AF of the southwestern tip 
of FORMOSA reveal a total of 157 planes destroyed or damaged and 359 operational 
planes. 

ComNorPac 170817 (pink) indicates that TF 94 has postponed the bombardment of 
MATSUHA until about 181240 GCT. 

Report from CTF 57 indicates that NGULU ATOLL (60 miles SW of YAP) was secured 
without resistance on 16 October. 

17 October (Oahu date) 

Report was received from C.T.G. 77.2 (R. Adm. OLDENROF) stating that 
successful landings were made 3 islands, DINAGAT, H0M0NH0U, and SULUAN on D-3, 

(17 October (I)). 

Com3rdFlt reports that 565 enemy planes were destroyed by task force 
38 during the period 10 October through 16 October. 296 planes were shot down in 
vicinity of the task force (256 by aircraft and 40 by gun fire). 



Report from Com7thFlt indicates that the estimate of enemy air strength 
in the PHILIPPINES as of 16 October is as follows: 54 in the MINDANAO area, 

103 in the VISAYAS area, 265 in the LUZON area making a total enemy air strength 
in the PHILIPPINES of 422 various types of planes. Com7thFlt estimates approxi¬ 
mately 230 aircraft of all types in the FORMOSA area. 


3 carrier task groups carried out strikes against LUZON on the 18th (I). 
No reports have been received as yet. 

210' 









■Sfi ORB f 


DECLASSIFIED 

Authority: E0 12958, as amended 
HQ USEUCOM 




17 October (Oahu date continued) 

A total of 20 Aviation personnel have been rescued in the past 8 days 
by submarines. 

STERLET (SS-392) reports sighting two heavy cruisers, one light cruiser 
and 6 DDs about 70 miles N. of OKINAWA at 1116 18 October (I). c.T F 71 
report indicates that 3 large ships were sighted at 0300 18 October’(i) in 
the MAKASSAR Straits rin course « 035,speed 23. ComNav G r oup CHINA states 
that a 17 ship convoy was sighted at 2120, 18 October (I) 60 miles W. of NE 
HAINAN, course 30 , speed 15 knots. 

MONTGOMERY (DM-17) on 17 October struck an enemy moored mine in NGULIJ 
Lagoon causing considerable damage to the ship. One officer and 3 enlisted 
men were reported killed. 

CINCPOA 171955 (pink) recommends assignment of an Amy Corps Commander 
and staff to conduct preliminary plans and be available to command army troops 
for the KEELBLOCKS operation or similar operation. 

CGMNORPAC has cancelled the scheduled time of the MATUSWA bombardment 
for the present due to unfavorable weather conditions. Report indicates that 
the force is returning to base to await improved weather conditions. 

Naval air base APAMAMA was decommissioned 16 October. 

18 October (Oahu date) 

A report has been received from CTG 77.2 (RAdm Oldendorf) summarising results 
of the LEYTE operations on 18 Ootober, The weather was reported as being excellent, 
the sea moderate to smooth. Landings were made at DINAGAT ISLAND and HOMnNHON. The 
bombardment and fire support groups entered LEYTE GULF at 0900 (I). Bombardment of 
the southern beaches of DULAG TOWN and the airfield was carried out from 1400 to 1745. 
The town was reported as being a wreck. Only 2 small enemy air attacks were reported* 
the first directed against a minesweeping group in the forenoon, and the last on a 
hydrographic group at dusk* no damage was sustained from either attack. 

Guerillas came aboard the CHANDLER (DMS 9) conveying the message that nearly 
all the Japanese aircraft on LEYTE had been destroyed by recent blue raids and that 
the Japanese troops were concentrated at TACLOBAN and ABUYOG. 

ROSS (DD 563) was reported to have struck 2 mines in the GULF of LEYTE on 19 
October (i). The report indicated that prospects of salvage were good; however, they 
would beach the ship if necessary on the west side of H0M0NH0N. 

TRIGGER (SS 237) reported sighting 4 heavy cruisers and 5 DD's ea3t of FORMOSA; 
estimated course 270, speed 15 knots. 

A report from ComNavGroup CHINA states that a plane sighted 1 carrier, 2 
cruisers and 3 DD's east of HAINAN; speed 25 knots, course 330 at 1405 19 October GCT. 

BESUGO (SS 321) sighted 1 heavy cruiser and 1 "larger ship" east of KYUSHU. 
Report indicates that these ships were returning to port. 
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18 October (Oahu date - Cont’d) 

BARBEL (SS 316) reports that on 25 September sank 1 AK and damaged another; on 
13 October sank a destroyer and damaged an oiler. 

Com3rdFlt 190540 outlines the basic plan for the increase in fighter complement 
for each large carrier. All CV's are to have a complement of 54 VF with the exception 
of the BUNKER HILL which will have a special group of 100 fighters. 

ComNavGroup CHINA 191836 (pink) states that the DELAWARE strike is scheduled 
for 1500 25 October (I). The target is to be the Qmura Aircraft Factory (KYUSHU). 

CinCPOA 181851 (pink) states that target information will be available to the 
carriers prior to the INDUCTION Operation (support of M-l). Dispatch further states 
that entry of major forces into EAST CHINA SEA is not contemplated. 

CTG 38.4 (RAdm Davison) reports the destruction on the 19th of 45 enemy planes 
in attacks on the airfields in the MANILA Area. In an attack on shipping in the 
MANILA HARBOR 1 floating drydock, 4 medium AK's and 1 AO were reported sunk. In this 
action we lost 15 planes, 9 pilots and 7 air crewmen (11 planes were lost operationally) 



19 October (Oahu date) 

A report received from General MacArthur states that all landings on LEYTE were 
made on schedule and with extremely light losses. 

Com3rdFlt has cancelled all existing orders and TF 38 will be kept intact pend¬ 
ing developments as a result of enemy surface contacts on the 19th (i). On 21 and 22 
October (i) TG's 38.1 and 38.4, upon completion of fueling will proceed to 15-OON, 
127-00E to arrive at 0600 (I) 22 October and will be joined by TG 38.2 upon completion 
of the strikes against the VISAYAS area on the 21st. TG 38.3, upon completion of the 
VISAYAS strike on 21 October (I) is scheduled to refuel. 

CTF 77 (V. Adm. Kinkaid) has requested Com3rdFlt to retain one fast carrier 
group in the objective area after A-day in order to keep the western Visayan airfields 
neutralized. 

At 1603 (I) 20 October the USS HONOLULU (CL 48) was hit by a torpedo (aircraft). 
Report indicated that the engineering installations were intact and the ship was on an 
even keel, though down 4 feet by the bow. The dispatch indicated that they were ready 
to proceed to the nearest repair base on the 21st (I). 

Dispatch from Com3rdFlt states that if luck holds out the CANBERRA and HOUSTON 
can be brought into ULITHI about 27 or 28 October for emergency repairs prior to 
returning to PEARL. 

A dispatch from Con3rdFlt states that submarine sightings on 19 October and DF 
on 18 Ootober indicate the possibility of at least 3 subs approaching the present 
track of the "cripples" from the north. 

A report from the 14th AF states that the gasoline difficulties have been over¬ 
come and that the scheduled search of the SOUTH CHINA SEA has been made and will 
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continue to be made until orders are received from CinCSWPA to cease. (Prior report 
received indicated that scheduled search could not be made due to shortage of 
gasoline). 

A report from Army sources estimates the Japanese monthly combat aircraft pro¬ 
duction at 2,000 planes as of 1 October 1944 (1200 fighters, 540 bombers, 260 recon¬ 
naissance planes). 

Com7thFlt 140348 (pink) reports that the SEAWOLF (SS 197) on a special mission 
to eastern SAMAR has been overdue at rendezvous since 6 October and indicates that 
the circumstanoes are such that she must be presumed lost. 

Cincpoa 201849 states that the Forward Area and TF 57 will revert to the direct 
control of Cincpoa as of 1500 GCT 23 October (Fleet Air Wing 1 and Seron 10 based 
in the MARIANAS and western CAROLINES will continue to operate as task groups of the 
3rd Fleet). 

Cincpoa 192215 (pink) outlines the facilities desirable in the PHILIPPINE 
ISLANDS to support future operations of POA forces. 

Cincpoa 192225 (pink) outlines the tentative scheduled employment and rehabili¬ 
tation of major Marine units. 

GHQ SWPA Advanced Echelon opens at LEYTE at 1200 (i) 20 October. GHQ SW^A 
and Rear Echelon GHQ SWPA remain at HOLLANDIA and BRISBANE respectively, 

fuw 

20 October (Oahu date) 

A report received on the LEYTE operation indicates that all operations are 
proceeding on schedule with extremely light losses. Minesweepers as of 20 Oct. (I) 
swept 186 mines. Heavy mortar fire was received, however no heavy shore guns 
have been looated. The northern area was bombarded by 3 OBB, 2 CA, 2 CL and 19 DDs. 
The southern area was bombarded by 3 OBB, 2 CL, 3 CA and 13 DDs. The landing on 
PANAON ISLAND was effected without opposition. HMAS AUSTRALIA received a hit on 
the bridge during the dawn attack of 21 Oct. (i). 1 officer killed and 7 others 
seriously injured. No further details received. 

The torpedo attack on the HONOLULU was carried out by a single plane. Reports 
indicate that 2 salvage tugs are alongside and that counter flooding is in progress. 

A further report from the USS ROSS (DD 563) which struck 2 mines on the 18th 
of Oct. (I) states that 23 persons are either killed or missing. 

An aircraft sighted 1 carrier, 4 DDs and 3 heavy cruisers at 210630 GCT west 
of F0RM0SA(near the PESCADORES ISLANDS), course 0445 speed 15 knots. 

A submarine reports 3 large unidentified ships estimated to be cruisers off 
NW coast of BORNEO, course 020 speed 21. 

BARBEL (DD 316) reports sighting an enemy submarine position 22-46 N, 132-21 E. 
The submarine was painted black and smoking heavily. BARBEL reports that she waB 
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unable to close for gun battle prior to dark. This submarine has no torpedoes 
left at the present time. 

Photographs of a H0NK0NG HARBOR as of 20 October (I) showed 31 ships, an 
estimated 127,000 tons. There were also reports that in drydock, at HONKONG, 
there were 11 naval craft and 22,150 tons of shipping. 

Com7thFlt has requested Com3rdFlt to make fighter sweeps of all airfields 
in the PHILIPPINES (north of latitude 12°) and states that they Array is covering 
all airfields south of this line. 

SULTAN 211130 (pink) proposed a conference to be held at either HOLLANDIA 
or HONOLULU for the purpose of determining assistance to be rendered by units of 
the CBI area. 


Cincpac 211852 (pink) indicates to Admiral Halsey the general plan and tasks 
assigned by OpPlan 8-44 will continue in effect and further that movement of major 
units of the 3rdFlt through SURIGAO and SAN BERNADIN0 STRAITS will not be 
initiated without orders from Cincpac. 


Commanding General 6th Army states that the CORON BAY area will be kept 
under close observation for enemy fleet units. Beginning night of 22 October (i) 

1 B24 staging through MOROTAI will be employed in this mission. Strikes by B24 
groups cannot be employed until planes are based at MOROTAI. 

Com3rdFlt 210645 (pink) requests information from CinCSWPA regarding period 
when certain naval units can be withdrawn from the present operation. 

Com3rdFlt 210454 (pink) requests information regarding the clearance of 
SURIGAO and MINDORO STRAITS for possible entry of naval units into SOUTH CHINA SEA. 


A report from the Commander Eastern Fleet states that during the week 
commencing 17 October units of the Eastern Fleet, including BBs and carriers, 
carried out operations in the NICABOR area. Operations were directed against 
airfields and small harbors in the area. 


Total enemy plane losses from 3rd Fleet operations, 
including those reported in this summary, are: 


from 10 October to date. 


21 October (Oahu date) 


Shot down 600 

Destroyed on ground.. . 418 

TOTAL DESTROYED 1T5I3 



Reports indicate that the LEYTE operations continue in accordance with schedule. 
The majority of transports have been unloaded and are departing. The AK and LST un¬ 
loading is proceeding satisfactorily. Report from CTF 77 (V. Adm. Kinkaid) indicates 
that bulldozers are working on the TACLOBAN airstrip. An early morning air raid on 
the 21st (I) took place with a small number of planes participating. Several casual¬ 
ties were reported on the HONOLULU (CL 48) as a result of 20-mra gunfire from our own 
ships which were under smoke cover. Low-flying planes under fire from many ships 
crashed into the forward staok of HMAS AUSTRALIA (CA). The SANGAMON (CVE 26) was 
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21 October (Oahu date - cont'd) 

slightly uamaged by a small bomb. The HONOLULU and AUSTRALIA are to proceed to 
MANUS on 21 October (I). 

TG 38.1 plus the HANCOCK and TG 38.4 plus the WASHINGTON, ALABAMA, and Des- 
Div 100 are to proceed to ULITHI to arrive at 0600 (i) 25 October and are to be 
ready for sea at dawn 29 October. 

SEADRAGQN (SS 194) reports one carrier and unidentified warships at 211435 
GCT west of the south tip of FORMOSA, course 210, speed 18. Reports placing 2 
timed hits in a carrier. Results were not observed due to the fact that they were 
forced down by escortB. 

SEADOG (SS 401) reports a large convoy with numerous escorts SW of KYUSHU 
at 212230 GCT, course 210, speed 9. 2 hits were reported in one AK. 

SHARK (SS 174) put 2 timed hits in a small carrier at 212130 GCT at 20-28N, 
117-50E (SE of HONG KONG). 

DARTER (SS 227) sighted 3 probable battleships at 0100 (i) 23 October SW of 
PALAWAN ISLAND, course 040, speed 18. 

Com3rdFlt 220517 (pink) states that present intention is to send 2 carrier 
groups to ULITHI 25-29 October and 2 groups to ULITHI 29 October - 3 November, and 
that only the BUNKER HILL will be sent to MANUS. 

MacArthur 212240 (pink) and Cominch 211535 (pink) concern Com3rdFlt's 210454 
(relative to estimate for safe route to SOUTH CHINA SEA via SURIGAO and MINDORO 
STRAITS). 

Com3rdFlt 220344 answers dispatches referred to above. 

CinC Eastern Fleet 220537 outlines the current disposition of the Eastern 

Fleet. 


Cincpoa 212240 (pink) indicates concurrence in conference proposed by Com- 
Gen Army Forces, CHINA-BUHMA-INDIA Area relative to support from units of CBI 
theater. 


Report from CTG 57.14 (R. Adm. Reeves) indicates that the runways of the 
airfield at PELELIU are completed and that the landing strip at ANGAUR is 80 per¬ 
cent complete. 


Cincpoa 220100 authorizes ComGenFMFFac to establish Forward Echelon in SoPac. 

f (M \ 
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22 October (Oahu date) 

An enemy task force of combatant ships probably consisting of 
3 BB’s, 2 possible carriers, plus an undetermined number of cruisers 
and DD’s was contacted by the DACE (SS 247) and DARTER (SS 227) at 
0600 H (-8) on the 23rd. The DACE placed 4 torpedo hits in a KONGO 
class battleship at 09-29N, 17-20E (W of central PALAWAN). The task 
force was on course 040, speed 15 knots. DACE reported hearing 
"breaking-up noises" and believes the BB was sunk. DARTER at 0530 (H) 
on the 23rd sank 1 ATAGO class heavy cruiser and placed 4 hits in an¬ 
other ATAGO class heavy cruiser at 09-24N, 117-11E. DARTER reports 
that this latter cruiser is stopped at this position. A report from 
the DACE states that the DARTER was aground on BOMBAY SHOAL and that 
she was discontinuing the attack to aid the DARTER. Report stated 
that the damaged ATAGO cruiser reported above, plus 2 DD’s, was on 
course 210, speed 6 knots (09-18N, 117-02E). 

GUITARRO (SS 363) reports 3 definite battleships and 2 possible 
carriers headed south in MINDORO STRAIT at 0330 (I) on the 24th. 

ICEEISH (SS 367) reports 2 heavy cruisers and 3 DD’s position 
19-44N, 118-OOE at 220030 GCT, course 160, speed 16 (NW of northern 
LUZON). Report stated that the ICEFISH was unable to close. 

APOGON (SS 308) operating NE of HOKKAIDO reports sinking 1 AK. 
Prisoners picked up identified the ship as the CHINA MARU (5870 tons). 

CTF 77 (V. Adm. Kinkaid) requests that CruDiv 4 less INDIANA¬ 
POLIS plus MINNEAPOLIS be retained until local defense forces are 
firmly established at LEYTE. Cincpac has granted this request. 

CTG 3S.1 (V. Adm. McCain) has been directed to launch one deck¬ 
load strike on YAP on the way to ULITHI. TG’s 38*2 and 38.4 are to 
launch strikes to the westward at dawn on the 24th and strike targets 
of opportunity. Planes from TG 38.2 are to search the CORON BAY area. 

Arnold 211905 (pink) outlines targets for the first strike by 
the 21st Bomber Command on the EMPIRE from the MARIANAS. The primary 
target is to be the NAKAJTMA Aircraft Engine Factory (MUSASHINO plant, 
western TOKYO); the secondary target will be port facilities in the 
TOKYO area. This operation is called "SAN ANTONIO-1". The 20th 
Bomber Command is being directed to attack the OMDRA Aircraft Factory, 
KYUSHU, on D plus 1 and D plus 3. 

MacArthur 230511 (pink) states that the MINDORO operation will 
be conducted between 1 and 5 December. Land-based VF are expected 
to be installed 5 days later. 



23 October (Oahu date) 

At 0745 (I) 24 October a carrier search plane contacted 4 enemy 
BB's, 8 CA’s, 2 CL’s, and 13 DD’s 13 miles S of MINDORO. Upon receipt 
of this report, TG 38.2 (R. Adm. Bogan) launched strikes on this group 
during the day. TG’s 38.3 (R. Adm. Sherman) and 38.4 (R. Adm. Davi¬ 
son) struck the same force. Reports of damage are incomplete at the 
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present time. TG 38.3 was under heavy air attack during the morning 
of the 24th and this group alone is reported to have shot down about 
150 planes. During these attacks the PRINCETON (CVL 23) was reported 
as being heavily damaged and dead in the water. The BIRMINGHAM (CL 
62) was reported as being alongside the PRINCETON when a magazine 
explosion took place on the CVL; damage is reported as follows: No. 

1 screw damaged and locked to prevent vibration; topside chewed up 
and 5 machine gun mounts out of commission. BIRMINGHAM reports indi¬ 
cate about 150 dead and 400 wounded; 134 officers and 1227 enlisted 
men are reported as survivors from the PRINCETON. DD’s MORRISON and 
IRWIN were also damaged in this explosion. The 3 damaged ships are 
to proceed to ULITHI. Later report from CTF 38 states that the 
PRINCETON was sunk. 


On 24 October TG 38.4 struck an enemy force SE of NEGROS, con¬ 
sisting of 2 BB’s, 1 CA, and 4 DD’s. Reports indicate that 2 bomb 
hits were made on each of the BB’s and rocket hits on the CA and 2 
DD’s; one of the DD’s was reported as sunk. 

Report from CTF 77 indicates that an enemy air attack was car¬ 
ried out on our forces at LEYTE from 0750 to 0825 on 24 October (I). 

50 of our fighters from CVE’s intercepted approximately 40 enemy 
fighters and dive bombers, 15 to 20 of which were shot down. Our 
losses were 2 fighters and no pilots. Damage to shipping from this 
raid is as follows: SONOMA (AT 12) was hit by a bomb, LCI 1065 was 
hit and was subsequently abandoned and burned. FREMONT (APA 44) was 
strafed causing minor casualties. At 1120 (I) another raid on ship¬ 
ping in the LEYTE area was carried out. Approximately 40 shore-based 
planes attacked (no details of interception as yet). 1 Liberty ship 
was hit and severely damaged in this raid. 

CVE strikes on the VTSAYAN area on the 24 th (I) resulted in 25 
enemy planes being destroyed on the ground and an additional 30 being 
damaged. Our losses were 2 fighters. 

CTG 77.2 (R. Adm. Oldendorf) reports that on the night of the 
24th (I) a surface engagement took place in the 5URIGA0 STRAITS. The 
enemy force (as reported by the McGOWAN, DD 678 ) consisted of 2 bat¬ 
tleships, 1 or 2 heavy cruisers, and 1 destroyer, plus a second group 
of 2 large and about 5 smaller craft. Final results of this engage¬ 
ment have not been received, but report indicates that about 8 craft 
were probably sunk. 

DARTER (SS 227) went aground off western PALAWAN. DACE (SS 247) 
endeavored to demolish the DARTER without success and is standing by 
to attempt to board her the night of the 24th. 


SNOOK (SS 279) sank 3 AK’s on the 24 th (I) off northwestern 

LUZON. 


CROAKER (SS 246 ) reports hitting a large convoy on the 24th, 
sinking 1 AK and damaging 2 other AK’s. Report indicates that the 
CROAKER had previously sunk 1 AK and 1 minesweeper. 
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weather appears favorable and proposes 
TF 94 at about 1200 27 October. 


24 October (Oahu date) 

There were 3 separate and distinct naval engagements in the 
PHILIPPINES area on 25 October; 2 in LEYTE area and one east of LUZON. 
Detailed information including damage inflicted and losses suffered 
is lacking at this time. 

(All times -9) 

The first engagement took place in SURIGAO STRAIT pre-dawn on 
the 25th. 2 groups of enemy warships, one consisting of 2 BBs, 1 or 

2 GAs, and 1 DD and the other consisting of "2 large and about 5 
smaller craft” these forces were engaged by those of the 7th Fleet. 

The enemy was first sighted by FT boats stationed at the south 
end of the strait at about 0200. The enemy retired westward at about 
0500 pursued by our light forces which ”sank or repelled all enemy 
ships”. TF 77 (VAdm Kinkaid) claims that at least 8 lap ships were 
sunk, which is based upon sighting that number of ships ablaze, 7 of 
which sank as our ships approached. Survivors^^ere picked up but the 
identity of the enemy ships in this force hasAyet been revealed. The 
only casualty of our force thus far reported is the ALBERT W. GRANT 
(DD 649 ) which was reported as being damaged. 


Another separate engagement east of LEYTE took place shortly 
after 0700 25th when TU 77.4.3 (RAdm Sprague) was attacked by a 
substantial Jap surface force consisting of estimated 3 BB, 2 CA and 
9 DD. This force had apparently come through the SAN BERNARDINO 
STRAIT some time during the night. During the first encounter the 
enemy force apparently was firing upon CarDiv 25 (FANSHAW BAY , MIDWAY, 
WHITE PLAINS, KALININ BAY) and CarDiv 26 (KITKUN BAY, GAMBLER BAY) — 
RAdm Ofstie. This attack persisted for about hours at which time 
the enemy is reported on a northern course. Results of damage to 
our forces have not been received, however, a report at 1800 indicates 
that 5 LCIs and 2 PCs were dispatched from LEYTE to pick up survivors 
from DDs and a CVE. 

About noon on the 25th CTF 77 (VAdm Kinkaid) sent 3 OBBs, 3 CAs 
and DDs to assist the CVEs which had retired into LEYTE GULF. CTF 77 
reported that the expenditure of fuel and ammunition in repelling the 
attack through SURIGAO STRAIT the previous night and early morning 
had reduced the effectiveness of his supporting forces and that the 
attacks on the CVEs had disrupted his air support. 

CTF 77 made repeated calls on Com3rdFlt for assistance but the 
latter*s forces were engaged to the northward. TG 38.1 (VAdm McCain) 
which was fueling at the time was ordered by Com3rdFlt to aid the 
forces around LEYTE and at 1030 on the 25 th launched its first 
strike from an undisclosed position. 


continued 
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TG 38.2 which had been operating with 38.3 and 38.4 east of 
LUZON morning of 25th joined TG 34.5 (NEW JERSEY, IOWA, VINCENNES, 
MIAMI, BILOXI, Desron 52) and headed toward the LEYTE area at about 
1100. At 2140 a night snooper reported that an enemy force of 14 
ships was entering the eastern entrance of SAN BERNARDINO STRAIT on 
a westerly course. TG 34.5 was expected to arrive off SAN BERNARDINO 
STRAIT at 0100 26th. TG 38.2 (RAdm Bogan) was expected to join 
TG 38.1 (VAdrn McCain) east of SAMAR at 0600 morning of the 26th. 

Com3rdFlt reported at 2024 on the 24th that he was proceeding 
north with 3 carrier groups to attack an enemy carrier force reported 
headed south off eastern LUZON and would attack this carrier force 
at dawn. At that time TF 34 had been formed under VAdrn Lee which 
consisted of BatDiv 7 (IOWA and NEW JERSEY) plus the MIAMI, VINCENNES, 
BILOXI, Desron 52 less one DD plus the WASHINGTON, ALABAMA, WICHITA, 
NEW ORLEANS, DesDiv 100, DDs PATTERSON and BAGLEY. This combined 
force engaged the enemy carrier force at about 0900 some 200 miles 
east of LUZON. Reports are not complete as to the results, however, 
they indicate that one carrier was sunk and two other carriers left 
dead in the water. (on*™y) 

TF 38 other than those units detached to aid TF 77 were reported 
to be hunting the escaping ships and would continue to do so until 
2000, at which time our subs would take over the task. 

A report from CTF 38 indicates that at 2300 TGs 38.3 and 38.4 
were on course 130 after having sunk 1 CVL and a large DD (or CL) and 
were returning to join the Oiler Group at 0900 on the 26th. 

At 2303 JALLAO (SS 368 ) reports sinking a NATORI class light 
cruiser with 3 hits at 21-20N, 127-20E, PINTADO (SS 387) saw this 
target sink. 

At 1843 on the 25th the HALIBUT (SS 232) placed 5 timed hits in 
a BB which was reported as possibly sinking at 20-35N, 126-30E. This 
submarine also reports at 0015 on the 26th he was trailing 2 large 
ships probably BBs, course 0°, speed 20, at 21-45N, 120-26E. 

Com3rdFlt states at 0200 26 Oct position 15-12N, 125-52E the 
sinking of a CA or CL straggler. 

CTG 38.1 and CTG 38.2 are to send a dawn strike to the MINDORO 
area in search of possible cripples or in search of ships possibly 
retiring through SAN BERNARDINO STRAIT. 

25 October (Oahu date) 

The Japanese carrier force which was located by TF 38 planes 
some 200 miles E of northern LUZON on the morning of the 25th is esti¬ 
mated by CTF 38 as consisting of either 16 or 17 ships. Planes from 
3 task groups (38.2, R. Adm. Bogan; 38.3,R. Adm. Sherman; and 38.4, 

R. Adm. Davison) attacked this force in the morning. They found very 
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few planes on the carriers and shot down a few that were airborne. 

TG's 38.3 and 38.4 made additional strikes in the afternoon after 38.2 
and TG 34.5 left for LEYTE GULF. A summary of the results of the 
strikes against this carrier force, as reported by CTF 38 , is as fol¬ 
lows: 1 SHOKAKU Class CV (identity revealed by photos) sunk by our 

planes. 2 CVL’s (Photos show 1 was CHIYODA or ZUIKO Class) both sunk 
by our planes. One exploded and sank during the first strike. 1 CVL 
or CVE - sunk by cruisers and destroyers, after planes left her dead 
in the water. 2 BB’s (photos show 1 FUSO Class; pilots report the 
other ISE with flight deck aft) - 1 BB heavily damaged by a minimum 
of 2 and probably 4 torpedoes plus many bombs, last seen heading north 
at 8 knots; the other BB seen heading north at 20 knots. 1 3-stack 
CL hit by torpedo, headed north alone at 5 knots. 1 DD sunk by planes 
and 1 other large DD or CL sunk by surface forces after the plane 
attack. No report has been received of our plane losses in effecting 
the above outlined destruction. No attacks were made on CTF 38 during 
this engagement. 


In the LEYTE area the 7th Fleet CVE escort force was attacked 
during the day of the 25th by land-based planes. Planes from our 
CVE’s shot down 46 enemy aircraft over the LEYTE beaches during the 
day. The enemy surface force that appeared off LEYTE on the morning 
of the 25 th was under repeated air attack by planes of the CVE’s and 
planes of TG 38.1 (V. Adm. McCain). Of the reported force of 4 BB’s, 
7 CA’s, 2 CL’s, and 12 DD's, CTG 38.1 estimates that 1 CA was sunk 
and 1 DD probably sunk. In addition, 3 BB’s, 3 CA’s, and 1 DD were 
damaged by bomb hits. Aircraft from the CVE’s and from TG 38.1 made 
use of TACLOBAN and DULAG airfields during the day. The following 
summary of damage to ships in the LEYTE area during attacks on the 
25th was announced by CTF 77: ST. L0 (Ex-MIDWAY) - believed sunk; 
GAMBIER BAY - believed sunk; HOEL (DD 533)» I0HNST0N (DD 557), and 
SAMUEL B. ROBERTS (DE 413) believed sunk. SUWANEE - severe structur¬ 
al damage to the flight deck; bridge out of commission; 55 dead, ”not 
including those lost in the attack just received.” SANTEE - severe 
structural damage, including a torpedo hit, but in full operating 
condition; 9 dead. SANGAMON - 2 dead. Other vessels - only minor 
damage. Plane losses: About 130 planes are reported by CTF 77 as 
lost on the 25th, including crash landings on LEYTE fields. This is 
the ”total for oarrier groups now present.” 


CTF 77 made a request to TG 77.4 (R. Adm. Sprague) to retain 
6 CVE’s in the LEYTE area to provide fighter coverage. The remaining 
CVE’s will be sent to MANUS. CTF 77 also made request to Com3rdFlt 
to provide a 12-VF combat air patrol to be maintained over the LEYTE 
area from dawn to dusk. He stated that an estimated 200 enemy planes 
were over the objective area during the 26th (I). CTF 77 made a re¬ 
quest to CinCSWPA to send land-based fighters to LEYTE fields on 26 
October. No reply to this dispatch has been received. 


Com3rdFlt 261235 (pink) to MacArthur states that 2 carrier 
groups will furnish support at LEYTE on the 27 th and requests infor¬ 
mation as to the date shore-based air will take over the defense of 

LEYTE. 


TG 38.3 is scheduled to return to ULITHI on 28 October and be 
ready for sea on 4 November; TG 38.1 to proceed ULITHI 29 Oct^and^be 
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A report has been received on the bombing of the OMURA Aircraft 
Factory in KYUSHU. 56 B-29's bombed OMURA visually, with good to 
excellent results; 2 bombed SHANGHAI storage areas; 1 hit HANKOW 
docks; 8 hit targets of opportunity, and 8 failed to bomb. The only 
loss reported is one plane which crashed immediately after take-off. 
Two other planes are missing, one of which may have crashed. The 
total bomb tonnage was 182. Over OMURA strike photos show 2 direct 
hits on the aiming point, with the bomb pattern centered thereon, and 
direct hits and near misses on numerous buildings. At OMURA the 
B-29’s report 9 enemy interceptors destroyed, 5 probables, and 22 
damaged. 

SEADRAGON (SS 194) on the 24th sank 3 AK’s between FORMOSA and 
northern LUZON. 

BURRFISH (SS 312) probably sank 1 MARU SW of KYUSHU on the 26th. 

DRUM (SS 228) sank 2 AK’s in a night attack and damaged 2 more 
in a day attack on a large south-bound convoy just north of LUZON on 
the 26th. 


SILVERSIDES (SS 236 ) reported TRIGGER (SS 237) in sight contact 
with 2 BB's at 260030 GOT, position 24-07N, 125-41E, course 040, 
speed 18; SILVERSIDES and SALMON (SS 182) chasing 30 and 60 miles 
astern. Additional report at 260145 GOT stated BB’s had changed 
course to 310, speed 20, and TRIGGER had lost contact. 

Marshall 252232 outlines the division of the CHINA-BURMA-INDIA 
theater into 2 separate theaters: The CHINA Theater and the INDIA- 
BURMA Theater. 


Cincpac 251935 directs Com3rdFlt to include copies of all mes¬ 
sages pertaining to combat operations along with the action reports 
for the period commencing 22 October and ending on next return to 
port. 

MacArthur 260750 authorizes Allied Air Forces to attack hostile 
air and shipping in the VTSAYAS west of 124-05 E Longitude. 

Com3rdFlt 260814 (pink) recommends that target date for HOTFOOT 
be deferred from 11 November to 17 November.Long) 

26 October (Oahu date) 

2 supplementary reports have been received from CTU 77.4.2 
(RAdm F. B. Stump) and CTU 77.4.3 (RAdm C. A. F. Sprague). Each of 
these task units consisted of 6 CVE’s plus escorts. RAdm Stump’s 
report follows: 
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26 October (Oahu date - coat’d) 

Jap BB’s and CA’s began straddling the CVE's with gunfire from 
15 miles at 0850 I (-9) 25 October. In subsequent attacks the CYE 
planes sank the following ships: 1 TONE Class CA, identified by 
pilots, sunk at 0905, 60 miles NE of SULUAN ISLAND. 1 TONE Class CA, 
identified by a photograph, sunk at 1440, 62 miles NNE of SULUAN 
ISLAND. 1 DD stink near the second TONE CA. The following were 
damaged: 1 BB, with 1 torpedo and 2 bomb hits near the 2nd TONE CA, 
in the morning. 1 BB, by bomb hits south of PANAON ISLAND at 1530. 

1 BB, hit by a torpedo. 1 CA, by bomb hits south of PANAON ISLAND 
at 1530. 1 MOGAMI Class CA and several DD’s hit with rockets, .50 

cal. strafing, and bombs as the force retired. During the day’s 
fighting the CVE planes of TU 77.4.2 expended 48 tons of bombs, 49 
torpedoes, and 104 rockets, and shot down 31 planes, with 4 others 
destroyed on the ground. Combat losses of these CVE’s were 9 FM and 
7 TBM with 14 pilots and 12 aircrewmen missing. Some of these may 
have been rescued. 3 FM and 1 TBM were lost operationally. RAdm 
Sprague’s report follows: The main body of the enemv was sighted by 
an anti-sub patrol plane at 0653 I (-9). For over 2j hours after that 
the group was subjected to enemy BB, CA, and DD gun and torpedo at¬ 
tacks, and numerous hits were scored. The GAMBIER BAY (CVE 73) had 
1 engine put out of commission, dropped back, and must have been sunk 
by enemy gunfire. Similar fates met the H0EL (DD 533), JOHNSTON (DD 
557), and the SAMUEL B. ROBERTS (DE 413). The remaining 5 CVE’s 
emerged from this ordeal damaged but able to maintain lo knots. About 
1 hour and 20 minutes later (about 1045) the ST. L0 (CVE 63 ) was sunk 
by a 6-plane Jap suicide attack that ”had to be seen to be believed.” 
Three of the planes, hit by AA, narrowly missed the ships. The 4th 
plane hit the port catwalk of the KITKUN BAY (CVE 71). The 5th 
skidded the length of the KALININ BAY (CVE 68) flight deck and slid 
over the bow. The 6th went through the deck of the ST. L0, which 
shortly thereafter blew up. CTU 77.4.3 estimated the casualties on 
the ships remaining with him at 10 killed and 59 wounded. He reports 
having been informed that 800 survivors from the ST. L0 were picked 
up. 


On the morning of the 26th B-24’s from M0R0TAI attacked the 
retiring enemy force to the westward of PANAY. 14 B-24 f s bombed a 
YAMAT0 BB from 10,000 feet and reported 2 direct hits. 13 other 
B-24 f s reported scoring 2 direct hits on another BB in the same 
approximate location. These ships were in convoy with 5 CA or CL 
and 5 DD, course 150, speed 20. As the force retired southward 19 
B-24’s attacked a KUMA class CL and 1 DD 25 miles W of southern tip 
of NEGROS on course 030, speed 15-20 knots. It is reported that 4 
direct hits were made on this CL. 

The ALBERT W. GRANT (DD 649) reports damage caused by the Jap 
task force in SURIGAO STRAIT the early morning of 25 October (I). 

12 direct hits from 6 and 8-inch caliber shells were made; however, 
the after engine room is reported in operation and a maximum avail¬ 
able speed of 10 knots is reported when 6 of the waterline holes have 
been patched. 

DENNIS (DE 405) in the same engagement (early morning 25 Octo¬ 
ber) received 4 direct hits from 8-inch shells, all above the water 
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26 October (Oahu date - cont f d) 

line. The hull damage is reported as being extensive; 5 men were 
killed during this action, but in spite of this they were able to 
rescue 435 survivors from the CVE's that were sunk. 

WARHAWK (AP 168) while retiring from the transport area at 
LEYTE collided with the TENNESSEE on 21 October. The damage to the 
TENNESSEE has not been reported as yet, nor has a complete report 
as to the extent of the damage to the WARHAWK been received. 

ICEFISH (SS 367 ) stated that on 27 October (I) she received 
severe depth-charging north of LUZON and suffered considerable deunage. 
She reported 2 hits in a large AP loaded with troops and believed 
sunk. 


TG’s 38.2 (RAdm Bogan) and 38.4 (RAdm Davison) are scheduled to 
operate E of SAMAR on 28 and 29 October. 

CarDiv 29 (RAdm Durgin) has been assigned Com7thFlt in lieu of 
original orders to 3rdFlt. 

MacArthur 270652 announces that Commander Allied Air Forces 
will assume the mission of direct air support in the LEYTE area as 
of 1600 (I) 27 October; also that operational control of land-based 
naval aircraft in the LEYTE area will pass to Commander Allied Air 
Forces at the same time. 

MacArthur 271329 states that effective upon receipt of this 
message attack of all land targets in the PHILIPPINE archipelago 
is allocated to the Allied Air Forces of the SWP area and that 3rd 
Fleet air forces, including the 7th AF will not attack land targets 
in the PHILIPPINES except after specific coordination with GHQ, SWPA. 

CTF 77 271045 requests from CTG 33.4 a 16-VF combat air patrol 
to be maintained over the LEYTE area from dawn to dusk. In addition, 
VAdm Kinkaid requests strikes on enemy airfields to reduce the air 
strength (see MacArthur 270652 and 271329). 

Com3rdFleet 271640 refers to GHQ, SWPA dispatches mentioned 
above and directs CTF 38 plus the 4 task groups to comply. 

Cincpac 270649 refers to embarkation of CVG 81 and outlines 
the aircraft status as of 30 October in the Forward Area. 

CTF 77 270221 states to Com3rdFlt that support of at least 
one and preferably two fast carrier groups is required until control 
of the air in the LEYTE area is established and further that on 28 
October the remaining CVE’s in the immediate area must refuel and 
can supply no planes. Report further states that Army air squadrons 
are moving into the fields on 27 October, but expresses doubt as to 
when their operation can become effective due to difficult field 
conditions. 

Cincpoa 270353 summarizes the status of arrangements for 
replenishment at ULITHI. 
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26 October (Oahu date - cont'd) 

Com3rdFlt has directed CTF 57 to make maximum air effort 
against the BONINS commencing 16 October. 

(V 

27 October (Oahu date) 

Following is a recapitulation of the enemy striking forces in 
PHILIPPINES area 23-27 October: 

9 BB, 1 CV, 3 CVL, 10 CA, 8 CL, 28 DD 

Damage inflicted by our forces on those appearing above is estimated 
to be as follows: 

Sunk: 1 CV, 3 CVL, 2 BB, 5 CA, 3 CL, 8 DD 

Severely damaged and probably sunk: 

1 BB, 3 CA, 2 CL, 7 DD 
Damaged: 6 BB, 2 CA, 1 CL,10 DD 

From the above estimate, it would appear that practically every 
major combatant enemy ship was either sunk or damaged. 

CL BIRMINGHAM arrived at ULITHI on 27 October (I). Report 
indicates that 236 were killed, 6 missing, and about 400 wounded. 
PRINCETON survivors arrived at ULITHI aboard the IRWIN (DD 794), the 
MORRISON (DD 560), and the GATLING (DD 671). 123 officers and 1189 

enlisted men survived this sinking. 

The damaged cruisers HOUSTON and CANBERRA arrived at ULITHI 
27 October. 

SEADOG (SS 401) sighted 2 battleships NE of OKINAWA on 28 
October (I), but lost contact late in the afternoon. 

t 

STERLET (SS 392) reported at 0600 (I) 29th that the contact 
was lost with 2 battleships and 4 escorts at 30-34N, 133-33®, which 
presumably were the same 2 BB’s that the SEADOG had sighted the day 
before. 




KINGFISH (SS 234) sank a small freighter and a medium tanker 
near CHICHI LIMA on the 28th. 

HOE (SS 258) summarizes 6th war patrol, which consisted of a 
37-day patrol. The following damage was reported as being inflicted 
on the enemy: Sank 2 AK f s of 7,500 tons each for a total of 15,000 
tons; damaged 1 medium AK and 2 large AK’s for a total damage of 
12,500 tons. 

CincSWPA 271856 directs Com3rdFlt and the 4 task groups not 
to attack land targets in the SWPA unless requested by CinCSWPA or 
on receipt of request which states specific concurrence of CinCSWPA. 
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14th Air Force indicates that it has only enough gasoline to 
conduct the SOUTH CHINA SEA search until 1 November. 


VIRBURNUM (AN 57) struck a mine in a channel at ULITHI and re¬ 
ports the material damage. Casualties: 1 killed, 5 injured, and 
2 missing. 

CTF 77 (VAdm Kinkaid) 271147 outlines the action in the current 
SURIGAO STRAIT and LEYTE GULF engagement. 

Com3rdFlt 271700 summarizes the results of the TG*s in their 
actions E of LUZON. 


CTF 38 (VAdm Mitscher) 280537 summarizes the results of their 
actions. 


CTU 77.4.3 280001, 280006, 280012 summarizes their action 
during the engagement off LEYTE GULF and SAMAR. 

0 ^ 
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28 October (Oahu date) 

In the LEYTE GULF area on the 28th (I) enemy air activity 
continued. CTF 77(VAdm Kinkaid) estimated that 50 planes were 
over the area during the day until 1700. Suicide attacks by enemy 
dive bombers and torpedo planes were reported. Dives were made 
on the U3S LOUISVILLE (CA28), USS CALIFORNIA(BB44) and USS DENVER 
(CL58). 


17 Enemy planes were shot down during the 28th (I) in the 
LEYTE area. 

According to reports the ground situation at LEYTE is being 
carried out according to schedule. 

CTG 77.2 (RAdm Qldendorf) reports that a Val (dive bomber) 
attempted a suicide dive on the DENVER and crashed about 25 yards 
off the starboard quarter. No personnel casualties resulted, 
however, preliminary investigation shows considerable damage to 
the DENVER. 

2 Japanese prisoners were rescued and confirmed the sinking 
of 2 BB*s (YAMA3HIR0 and FUSO) and 4 DD’s (MIGHISHIO, A3AGUM0, 
YAMAGUMO, NOWAKS). These sinkings took place in the southern 
LEYTE GULF during the early morning of 25 October (I). 

GAt!BIER BAY (CVE73) sank 65 miles east of BUNGA POINT (SAMAR) 
at 0900 on the 25th as a result of 20 hits from 8" guns from about 
6 CA’s at 2,000 yards range. 18 VF and 8 VTB from this CVE were 
airborne at the time and their present status is unknown (they may 
have landed on 1 of the 2 fields, DULAG or TACLOBAN. It was re¬ 
ported that about 650 officers and men have been rescued from the 
GAMBIER BAY. (It would appear that about 200 officers and men are 
missing from the ship, based on the October 1 ships roster). 

The SUWANEE (CVE27) reports having been hit on the 25th by 
3 bombs. Her flight deck and hangar deck are badly holed. Her 
catapults and its machinery are destroyed and the after elevator 
is demolished. 

HELM (DD388) laid depth charges in 5 attacks on a Japanese 
submarine, (location not given). The 4th attack brought a heavy 
explosion followed by 2 smaller ones with oil and splintered 
planking rising to the surface. The GRIDLEY (DD380) also made 
3 attacks but CTG 38.4 (RAdm Davison) credits the HELM with the 
kill. 


The scheduled bombardment by TF 94 has been cancelled due 
to unfavorable weather and the Task Force is returning to ATTU. 
MATSUWA was the scheduled target for the bombardment on the 29th. 

The 21st Bomber Command operating from the MARIANAS will 
carry out the 2nd shakedown mission of B-29's against TRUK 29 
October, 2300 GOT. 
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CinCPOA 282242 (Pink) covers the advisability of the return 
of the Fast Carrier Task Forces to ULITHI in order to prepare 
for and conduct the HOTFOOT Operation and further authorizes 
Com3raFleet to reduce the covering force to one carrier task group. 
Concurrence of CINCSV/PA is also requested for withdrawal of TF 38. 

CinCS'.VPA 290844 (Pink) concurs in the terms of the despatch 
outlined above. 

CinCPOA 291828 (Pink) states that operation INSURGENT is 
completed and directs Com3rdFleet to retire carrier task groups 
to advanced bases at his discretion. , 

cav-triet- 

Effective 1 November proposedCTF 38organization is 
as follows: 

TF 38 VAdm MCCAIN in HANCOCK. 

TG 38.1 RAdm MONTGOMERY in YORKTOWN with HORNET, WASP, 

CO .’/PENS, MONTEREY. 

TG 38.2 RAdm BOGAN in INTREPID with HANCOCK, BUNKER HILL, 
CABOT, INDEPENDENCE. 

TG 38.3 RAdm SHERMAN in ESSEX with LEXINGTON, TICONDEROGA, 
LANGLEY. 

TG 38.4 RAdm DAVISON in FRANKLIN with ENTERPRISE, BELLEAU 
WOOD, SAN JACINTO. 

RAdm RADFORD will be in BUNKER HILL for present. 



29 October (Oahu date) 

CinCPac Official Communique No. 168, covering the 
PHILIPPINE engagement from 23 October through 27 October 
appears in the back of book. 

3 Fart summary of Com3rdFlt covering engagements in 
the PHILIPPINES from 24 through 26 October appears in back 
of book. 


On the 29th (I) TG 38.2 (RAdm Bogan) directed strikes 
on the MARIANAS area and southern LUZON. Reports indicate 
that 65 Japanese planes were shot down. 12 Additional planes 
were destroyed on the ground at various LUZON airfields. 

TG 38.2 losses for the same day (29th) numbered 27> however, 
only 4 pilots and 2 air crewmen were reported as being lost. 
Most of the losses were due to operational causes. 

Pilots from this same TG reported about 100 twin-engined 
planes at CLARK FIELD. Bombs started 5 fires on this field. 

40 Other planes were observed on 2 other fields. 

2 Vais made suicide dives on the INTREPID (CV-11), one 
of them striking a 20mm gallery killing 10 men and wounding 6 
others. 
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TG 38.4 (RAdm Davison) reports shooting down 8 Japanese 
planes on the 28th and 3 on the 29th. Combat losses of this 
group for the 2 days, 28tn and 29th, were 2 VF planes and 3 
VF pilots. 

A report from CinCSWPA reports that the COMFORT (AH-6) 
has been sighted and is apparently undamaged. Prior reports 
indicated that the COMFORT was under air attack on the 24th (I). 

A plane reported sighting 1 merchant ship exploding 
and another on fire midway between SAN FRANCISCO and the 
HAWAIIAN ISLANDS (30 N, 142 W). Fragmentary reports indicate 
that both ships were torpedoed by an enemy submarine. Further 
details will be reported upon receipt. 

STERLET (3S-392) and TRIGGER (S3-237) put 8 torpedoes 
in a large AO SE of KYUSHU in the afternoon of the 30th (I). 

The DULAG strip (LEYTE) is reported serviceable as of 
the 29th (2500 feet). 

2 Kaiser class CVE’s with air groups have been ordered 
from the Atlantic to the Pacific Fleet for duty. 

VAdm McCain relieved VAdm Mitscher as CTF 38 on 30 Oct (I). 



30 October (Oahu date) 

Com3rdFlt reports that the FRANKLIN (CV-13) and the 
EELLEAU WOOD (CVL-24) have both sustained battle damage. 

CTF 17 has ordered submarines to discontinue sweep 
for more enemy cripples and to resume normal patrols. 

3ARGC (SS-188) at 30 N 149 E on 25 October damaged 
2 picket boats with gun fire. 

STERLET (SS-392) reported at 302110 GCT the SALMON (33-182) 
was badly damaged by enemy gun fire and could not dive. At 
302000 GCT her position was 29-25 N 132-45 E, course 130, 
speed 12. 5 Submarines were standing by to assist her. At 

302334 GCT CTF 17 directed 3ILVER3IDE3 (SS-236), TRIGGER (SS-237), 
STERLET (SS-392)and SALMON (33-182) to proceed in close company 
to SAIPAN. 

Further details of enemy submarine activity between 
HAWAII and the WEST COAST have been received. The ARGUS 
(PYC-14) acting as plane guard station reported SS JOHN A. 

JOHNSON of American Lines, complement 71 officers and men, 
enroute SAN FRANCISCO to PEARL, loaded with ammunition, was 
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30 October (Oahu date - Cont'd) 

torpedoed at 292105 (plus 8) in position 29-52 N 141-42 W. 
Resulting fire caused ammunition to explode. Enemy submarine 
surfaced and shelled ship and life boats; 13 men in one 
life boat were all killed by machine gun fire. The ARGUS has 
58 survivors aboard. The attack caused re-routing of shipping. 

In the LEYTE GULF area 3 OBB’s, 1 CA, 3 CL’s, and 12 DD’s 
remain as covering force. Reports from friendly force on 
MINDORO state that at 311400 (minus 9) 3 enemy CV’s were moving 
east at 25 knots through VERDE ISLAND passage. Also at 1430 
(minus 9) 5 CL’s, 5 DD’s, and 5 AP’s were reported at same 
position at slow speed. 

CTG 38.2 amplifies previous report of results of strikes 
against the MANILA area on 29 October. 240 Sorties were flown. 
65 Airborne enemy planes were shot down by CAP (45 over target 
area, 20 over the group); 18 airborne enemy planes were probably 
destroyed (17 were over the target area). Our plane losses 
were 11 in combat and 17 operationally. 13 Pilots and 6 air 
crewmen were lost. 

A recapitulation of Japanese planes destroyed by carrier 
based aircraft during the period 9 Sept - 29 Oct shows a total 
of 1451 airborne planes destroyed, 1097 destroyed on the ground, 
and 195 probably destroyed or damaged. 

Considerable enemy air activity continued in the LEYTE 
area during the period 28-30 Oct. Search planes continued 
to make shipping strikes KE of BORNEO. On the 28th 14 B-24’s 
bombed MAKASSAR. 

On 29 Oct 9 B-24's attacked barges in the harbor 
at HAHA JIMA with negative results. On the 31st 3 small 
AK’s were sunk at I«Y0 JIMA by a PB4Y. Neutralization of 
ROTA continued on the 29th and 30th by strikes by 34 F4U's. 

14 P-47’s attacked PAGAN on the 30th. 

17 B-29’s from the 21st BOMBER COMMAND at SAIPAN 
raided DUBLON IS (TRUK) on 30 Oct, dropping 41 tons of bombs. 
Reconnaissance flights continued against YAP on the 29th. 

On the 29th and 30th F4U’s continued support of ground troops 
at PALAU. 

Land operations against LEYTE proceed satisfactorily 
and according to schedule. CinCS'.VPA reports that all interior 
lines of communication are now in our hands. Our casualties 
to date are reported as 706 killed in action, 2245 wounded in 
action, and 270 missing in action. Enemy casua] J " , * _ - 


estimated as 24,000 
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Considerable enemy surface activity was reported in the 
PHILIPPINE area on 31 October and 1 November (I). At 0230 on 
the 31st 4 CA’s and 3 DD’s were reported at 11-ION, 115-22E (240 
miles W of N tip of PALAWAN IS). 35 minutes later 3 CA’s were 
reported at 10-20 N, 117-35E (90 miles W of N PALAWAN IS), course 
25, speed 25. At 1300 on the 31st 1 CA was reported at 11-05N, 
119-00E (20 miles W of N tip of PALAWAN IS). LEYTE air base re¬ 
ported 2 BB T s, 3 CA’s with DD’s at 1510 on the 1st in position 
08-12N, 118-00E (40 miles SE of S PALAWAN IS). At 1840 on the 
1st a guerilla reported 3 large ships proceeding at high speed 
W of LEYTE on southerly course. At 2245 on the 1st a badly 
garbled dispatch from an Army plane indicated 4 very large AP’s, 

3 DD’s, and blank DE’s at 10-blank N, 124-20E (W of LEYTE), course 
120, speed 10. 


At 1437 on the 1st CTG 77.1 reported his group under air 
attack. ABNER READ (DD 526), while screening the damaged CLAXTON 
(DD 571), was hit by an aerial torpedo, blew up, and sank. At 
1603 CTF 77 reported our air situation in LEYTE GULF area to be 
deteriorating owing to constant enemy reinforcement and withdrawal 
of fast carrier task groups. Only 60 Army fighters were in the 
area. Resumption of carrier strikes in the MANILA and VISAYAN 
areas was requested. At 2057 CTF 77 reported that on the 1st 1 
DD had been sunk by enemy air attacks, and at least 4 other DD’s 
damaged. 

As a result of the enemy activity outlined above, Com3rd 
Fit, commencing at 1830 on the 1st, directed return of TG 38.3 
(en route ULITHI to MANUS) to proceed to point KEROSENE (11-15N, 
130-20E); directed TG 38.1 at ULITHI to expedite logistic measures 
directed TG 34.5 to arrive at 10-3GN, 127-20E by 020800 (I), from 
which point to move to support TF 77 and TG 77.1, if enemy surface 
threat developed in the LEYTE GULF; directed TG 38.2 to proceed 
to center area KEROSENE, from which point to provide air cover 
for TG 34.5 during daylight on the 2nd; stated that he would pro¬ 
vide morning and afternoon search over SAN BERNADIN0 on the 2nd; 
and requested SWP forces to keep him informed as to their coverage 
of SURIGA0 STRAIT. 


BESUGO (SS 321) reported sinking new type DE in convoy on 
24 October at 30-00N, 134-OOE. 

CinCSWPA reports that 13 enemy planes were shot down on 29 
October during harassing raids against shipping and shore instal¬ 
lations in the LEYTE area. On the 30th TG 38.4 shot down 4 enemy 
planes over the group, while AA fire accounted for 6 others. 

During the period 26-28 October, our PT boats, while operat¬ 
ing off N MINDANAO and in JUANIC0 STRAIT were attacked by enemy 
planes. PT boats 132, 523, and 526 suffered damage and casualties 
(29 killed, 14 wounded). 

An enemy submarine was reported sunk on the 28th 143 miles 
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31 October (Oahu date - cont’d) 

NE of SAMAR, and another sunk on the 29th 85 miles E of SIARGAO 
IS (off NE MINDANAO). 

SAN ROQUE drome (LUZON) and BACOLOD drome (NEGROS) were 
bombed on the 30th by 12 B-25 f s and 7 P-47's (SAN ROQUE) and 2 
groups of B-24*s (BACOLOD). 

Usual neutralization strikes were made in the MARSHALLS, 
CAROLINES, MARIANAS, and BONINS during the period 30 October - 
1 November. Strikes also continued in the NEI, NEW GUINEA, and 
BISMARCK8 - SOLOMONS areas. 

Land operations on LEYTE continued satisfactorily. Our 
casualties to date: Total - 848 KIA, 2292 WIA, and 348 MIA. 

In the North Pacific on 30 October photographic reconnais¬ 
sance was made by B-24's over ONEKOTAN and MATSUWA. 4 B-25's 
attacked TOMARI ZAKI (PARAMUSHIRU). An enemy submarine was re¬ 
ported 200 miles W of DUTCH HARBOR. 



Rear Admiral Sherman with other staff members departed 
PEARL for HOLLANDIA. 


1 November (Oahu date) 

The flurry of enemy surface ship sightings in the 
PHILIPPINES area, as reported in the previous day’s summary, 
has abated, and is an indication that the enemy may have been 
practicing deceptive measures. Only one sighting was reported 
during the past 24 hours; this was at 1053 on the 2nd, and 
stated that 2 CA’s, 3 DD’s and 2 AP's with landing barges were 
observed at 10-55N, 124-35E (W. of LEYTE). There are indications 
that the enemy is reinforcing LEYTE via ORMOC BAY. 

The enemy appears to be heavily reinforcing his air 
strength in the MANILA area; as a result of this, CinCSWPA has 
requested early strikes in the PHILIPPINE area from other than 
TG 38.3, which remains to cover TG 77.1. CinCSWPA also stated 
that Army planes would provide CAP over the LEYTE area. 

Com3rdElt has directed TG’s 38.1, 38.2, 38.3 and 34.5 to 
rendezvous at Point ALCOHOL (12-ION, 133-OOE) at 031200 (I), 
and has issued Battle Plan "HALSEY" for dealing with the current 
situation. 

Further information on enemy air strikes on the 1st reveals 
that AMMEN (DD 527) and CLAXTEN (DD 521) were hit by suicide 
dives, and the KILLSN (DD 593) by a dive bomber. AMMEN received 
only superficial damage, but the CLAXTEN and KILLEN were both 
flooded. ABNER READ (DD 526) was sunk by a VAL( s«A.'.,e w.'wo) 
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1 November (Oahu date) - (Cont'd) 

The SALMON (3S-182) and escorting submarines to arrive 
SAIPAN 4 November (I). 

PILOTFISH (SS 386) at 302033 GCT October in position 28-03N, 
141-34E (B0NIN3 area) reports 2 timed hits in 1 AK. 

CominCh 271806 (pink) contains directive to Commanding 
General, U.S. Forces China Theater, incident to abolishment of 
CBI Theater and substitution therefor of the CHINA Theater and 
the INDIA-BURMA Theater. 

Neutralization air strikes continued in the MARSHALLS, 
CAROLINES, MARIANAS, and BONINS. Strikes also continued against 
HALMAHERA and RAN3IKI. 

In the North Pacific on 1 November 4 B-25 f s again bombed 
TOMARI ZAKI (PARAMUSHIRU). 5 attacking ZEKSS damaged 1 B-25 

which landed in Russian territory. 



2 November (Oahu date) 

On 2 November (I) 1 BB, 4 CA’s, 1 CL and 2 DD's were reported 
proceeding from VERDE ISLAND PASSAGE into MANILA BAY* CTG 77.1 
concludes that this force provided cover and support for the land¬ 
ing of reinforcements at ORMOC BAY (LEYTE) 

At 030030 GCT Com3rdFleet issued directive for operation 
"Pulverize”. Upon completion of fueling on 3 November TF 38, less 
TG 38.4 will proceed to arrive at 16-00 N 130-00 E at 041200^(I), 
when the force will commence high speed run to arrive vicinity 

15- 30 N 123-50 E at dawn 5 November. Sustained strikes will be 
made on LUZON Area during daylight 5th and 6th. 

Com3rdFleet reported at 031452 GCT that RENO (CL 96) was 
torpedoed in position 13-46 N 131-27 E. ZUNI (ATF 95) was ordered 
to proceed immediately to her assistance. 

ATULE (SS 403) reports 2 hits in a large AP in position 
20-09 N 123-08 E (LUZON STRAIT) 

SNOOK (SS 279) reports rescuing one downed pilot in position 

16- 18 N 125-28 E (E of LUZON) 

TAMBOR (S3 198) operating BONINS Area reports probably sink¬ 
ing 1 patrol vessel with 2 timed hits on 19 October. 

On 2 November (I) several hostile air attacks were made on 
ships of TG 77.1 in the LEYTE .Area, but damage is unreported. On 
the 3rd several Bogeys were reported by CTG 77.1, but our CAP kept 
them away from the group. 
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2 November (Oahu date) - (Cont’d) 

On the 1st a PB4Y search plane reports sighting a NACHI 
CA anchored in ULUGAN BAY (W PALAWAN) apparently undergoing 
repairs. 

On the 2nd B-24’s from SWPA attacked airdromes and other 
installations on CEBU and on MINDANAO. 

Neutralization air strikes continued in the MARIANAS, 
B0NIN3, and CAROLINES. Strikes were also made against the 
VOGELKOP and AMBON. 1 B-24 made photo reconnaissance over 
ONEKOTAN. 

CinCSWPA reports that the enemy on LEYTE has been driven 
into the small and confined ORMOC sector, where they are 
enveloped on all three land sides by our ground forces. Enemy 
losses are estimated as 30,000. Completion of the LEYTE-3AMAR 
operation is believed by CinCSWPA to be near. 


3 November (Oahu date) 


At 1103 on 4 Nov (I) the tug ZUNI reached the RENO (CL-96) 
in position 13-49 N, 132-07 E. As the RENO was without power or 
steerage, Com3rd71t directed CTG 30.9 to send another tug and a 
rescue vessel to assist her. TG 30.7 (Hunter-Killer group) was 
also ordered to the RENO position and to remain in the vicinity. 

TG 38.4 departs ULITHI at 051600 (I) and proceeds to the 
PHILIPPINE area. TG’s 38.1, 38.2 and 38.3 will arrive at 15-30 
N, 123-50 E at dawn on 5 Nov (I), to commence 2 day strike in 
LUZON area. 

Com7thFlt reports that 4 enemy ships unloaded at ORMOC BAY 
on the 2nd. CinCSWPA reports two AF’s were sunk in ORMOC BAY 
on the 2nd. 

RAY (33-271) reports sighting 3 AP’s with 3 escorts and 
5-plane air cover at 1500 (H) on the 4th, position 16-25 N, 

119-45 E ('West of LUZON), course 185, speed 10. 

STERLET (S3-392), operating north NANSEI SH0T0 during period 
25 Oct - 1 Nov, reports sinking one large loaded A0, one 1000-ton 
armed trawler, and one unidentified snip: Also sank a large A0 
previously damaged by TRIGGER (33-237). 

PINTADO (33-387) operating west of LUZON reports sinking 
1 DD with 4 hits from task force of 1 large CV, 1 CL and 2 or 
3 DD's, course 180, speed 21. 
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3 November (Oahu date) - (cont’d) 

ComPhibGroup 8 reports on the 3rd that enemy air activity 
has seriously curtailed amphibious operations in the LEYTE area. 

He stated that fighter cover was needed for our reinforcement 
outside the immediate vicinity of the North and South beaches. 

The hostile force which landed at ORMOC BAY on the 2nd was 
attacked by our fighters. As previously reported 2 AP’s were 
sunk during the landings; 30 enemy trucks and tanks were 
destroyed ashore, in addition to much of their equipment and 
supplies. On the same day 10 enemy planes were shot down, 5 by 
AA fire and 5 by our fighters. 

Com7thFlt estimated enemy air strength on LUZON at 380 
planes (188 VF, 88 VB-VTB, 77 VBM, 27 Misc). Most of these 
planes are reported to be concentrated in the CLARK and NICHOLS 
field areas. LEGA3PI is still being used as a search base, and 
reports indicate at least 30 planes based there. 

The enemy raid against SAIPAN and TINIAN on the 3rd was 
made by 9 or more Bettys and took place during the night. 3 047’s 
suffered minor damage as well as several PB4Y's. 4 Enemy planes 
were shot down and one other was probably shot down. 

Neutralization air strikes continued in the MARIANAS, 
CAROLINES and MARSHALLS. MARCUS was bombed on the 2nd and 3rd 
by 6 B-24's. 17 B-29’s were over TRUK at 020134 GOT; 121 500-lb 

GP bom s and 53 500-lb incendiary bombs were dropped; 2 airborne 
Zeke3 did not attack. 

RANGOON was bombed on the 3rd by 45 B-29*s which 
concentrated against the MAPAGAN Railroad Yards; several hits 
were observed in the target area. 

In the North Pacific on 3 Nov 4 B-25’s bombed PARAMU3HIRU, 
while 2 B-24's hit SURIBACIII. 



4 November (Oahu date). 

RENO (CL96) is reported at 050923 (I) to be in bad shape, 
and barely holding her own; she urgently requires an additional 
salvage tug, and gasoline for the salvage pumps. Her position 
at 051416 (I) was 13-13-45 N, 132-52-15 E (380 miles NNW of 
PELELIU); she was drifting slowly 3W with the wind and current. 

HAMMERHEAD (S3-364) summarizes 2nd war patrol. Operating 
north of MALAY BARRIER, sank 5 7500-ton AK’s and 1 4000-ton 

AK; damaged 1 5000-ton A0. 
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4 November (Oahu date)(cont'd). 

CinCSMPA reports that through 2 Nov (inclusive dates not 
given) our fighters shot down 27 planes from Jap raids against 
our shipping. 

During the period 1-4 Nov, 3WP Air Forces were extremely 
active in the PHILIPPINE area, with widespread attacks against 
NEGROS, CEBU, MINDANAO, MASBATE, SULU ARCHIPELAGO, TAWI TAWI 
and ORMOC BAY. At the latter place a group of B-24's on the 
2nd sank a 7000-ton AK, left a second burning, and scored near 
misses on a CA. Other ships damaged included a 10000-ton AP 
at JOLO and a small AK at TAWI TAWI. The weight of the attacks 
was directed at airdromes on NEGROS. 

Other attacks by SWP Air Forces were made against MACASSAR 
(CELEBES) and BABO (NEW GUINEA) on the 3rd, and against WEWAK 
on the 2nd. On the 1st and 2nd 183 sorties were flown in the 
SOLOMONS - BI3MARCKS area. 

CenPac air forces continued neutralization of IWO JIMA, 

HAHA JIMA, CHICHI JIMA, ROTA, PAGAN, YAP and PALAU. 

On the 1st one B-29 photographed the TOKYO aircraft and 
electronic plants, with fair results. In YOKOHAMA HARBOR were 
seen 21 ships, including 1 CV. 

CoraNavGrp CHINA reports that KWEILIN is being taken by 
the Japanese, and LUICHOW is seriously threatened. Operations 
of 14th Air Force from LUICHOW have been suspended, and 
evacuation of the base is probable on the 5th or shortly there¬ 
after. B-24 searches of the S CHINA SEA have been suspended. 

The Japanese troops which landed at ORMOC BAY on the 2nd 
are endeavoring to move north to the CARIGARA BAY area. Our 
forces are hastily preparing defensive positions in the northern 
area in order to frustrate any enemy attempt to break through. 


Our casualties 

in the LEYTE area 

up to 

the 3rd are: 



KIA 

WIA 

MIA 

TOTAL 

X Corps 

257 

1074 


1359 

XXIV Corps 


224? 

232 

3160 


8 40 

3419 

2o0 

4519 
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011100 summarizes operations 26-31 October. 
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Com3rdFlt 060216 contains the preliminary incomplete report 
of sweeps and strikes against LUZON on 5 Nov (I). 

Com3rdFlt informed CinCSWPA that the 25 to 30 AKs observed 
in MANILA BAY on the 5th constituted an excellent target for 
land-based heavy bombers. 

The RENO (CL-96) Group at 061535 (I) was ordered to change 
course to 060 owing to a possible typhoon in vicinity 09-00 N, 

143-00 E; estimated westerly movement, to arrive at 10-30 N, 

135-00 E (150 miles N of PALAU) by S Nov. 

TF 38 (less TG 38.4) retires on completion of strikes on 
LUZON on 6 Nov to center of area MICK (14— 35 N, 129-10 E), where 
it will rendezvous with oilers and TG 38.4 at 071200 (I). Upon 
completion of fueling on 7 Nov, CTF 38 in //ASP, with 2 DD f s and 
TG 38.2 proceeds to ULITHI, to arrive 090600 (I). TG’s 38.1, 

38.3, and 38.4 will operate at discretion in area DIESEL (16-35 N 
130-20 E) with CTG 38.4 as 0TG. These three groups fuel at point 
MICK at 100700 (I). CTF 38 in WASP, with 2 DD*s proceeds to 
arrive GUAM at dawn 10 Nov. 

TG 30.7 (Hunter-Killer Group) will leave the RENO Group at 
080800 (I) and proceed to area ALCOHOL (12-10 N, 133 E) to protect 
the oiler group. 

RATON (3S-270) reported 3 hits on a heavy cruiser at 060940(1). 
The cruiser was beached on RENA POINT (16-10 N 119-45 E), West 
LUZON coast. 

SSACAT (S3-399) at 22-00 N 164-48 E (180 miles NW of WAKE) 
reported that a torpedo passed ahead of her and broke surface at 
060615 (I). 

CTG 77.1 (Fire Support Group) reported at 041915 (I) that 
ammunition and fuel replenishment of his force in LEYTE GULF was 
50$ completed, with no interruption from enemy aircraft. 

ANDERSON (DD-411) was damaged on 1 Nov by a suicide Zeke, 
resulting in 12 killed, 17 wounded and 5 missing. 

Preliminary report states that EVER30LE (DS-404) was sunk 
by an enemy submarine at 0229 (I), 29 Oct in position 10-18 N 
127-33 S (100 miles East of LEYTE GULF. There were 139 survivors; 

75 are missing. 

CTG 78.2 reports that night and early morning air operations 
from LEYTE have been transferred from TACL0BAN to the dry weather 
fields at BhYUG and BARI. On the night of 4-5 Nov (I) 10 Jap 
air raids did no damage to the TACL0BAN strip. One random bomb 
destroyed a PT Boat, with resulting heavy casualties. 
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In the Central Pacific air strikes continued on the 5th 
against I WO JIMA, CHICHI .TIMA, HAETA 11114, MARCUS, YAP, PALAU 
ana MARSHALLS. Other activities of 3.7P air forces included 
strikes against HALMAHERA on the 3rd and WEWAK on the Ath. 

In the North Pacific on the 5th, A PV’s while strafing 
T0RI3HIMA RETT’O, were attacked 10 miles E of TOMARI ZAKI 
(PARAMUSHIRU) by 11 Jap fighters. 1 PV was shot down, exploding 
when it hit the water. On the same day, 6 B-2A f s bombed 
KURABU SAKA; all returned safely. 

The SINGAPORE area was attacked by B-29's on the 5th. 

1 BB in drydock was hit by 2 1000-lb bombs; a third 1000-lb 

bomb hit the control house in the drydock area. 

Three airdromes near KWEILIN were reported to be in Jap 
hands on 3rd Nov. 

Land operations on LEYTE continue to progress favorably. 

In the CARIGARA BAY area the 2Ath Inf Biv, after capturing 
PINAMOPOAN, moved south on the ORMOC road to intercept the 
enemy reported moving north along that road. Long range artillery 
has been displaced forward, and is shelling the ORMOC BAY area. 

The 7th Inf Div, after capturing BAYBAY (Soutn ORMOC B.-iY), 
advanced several miles south without meeting enemy resistance. 

The division then moved north, and is reported to be midway 
between BAYBAY and ORMOC. 12,55A of the enemy were reported 
killed, and 109 captured. 

6 November (Oahu date) 

At 071100 (I) RENO (CL-96) was proceeding on course 
050, position 13-39-20 N 135-13-50 E (about 300 miles NY 
of ULITHI), making good 3 knots. 

In the LEYTE area the 2Ath Inf Div advanced A miles south 
along the road to ORMOC. Long range artillery continues to 
pound enemy concentrations in the ORMOC area. 3 Counterattacks 
against the 2Ath Div were repulsed. The 96th Inf Div, operating 
near DAGAKI (East Central LEYTE), reports patrol clashes. 

Preliminary report of results of the 2-day strike by TF 38 
against LUZON on 5 and 6 Nov includes AAO enemy planes destroyed 
(113 in the air, 327 on the ground), 5 Ships were sunk ( 1 AO, 

3 AK’3 and 1 sub chaser). 2 Were^aiaflgfflt 1 ( 1 CA, 1 DD); 23 

were damaged ( 1 CL, 5 DD, 2 DE, 1 trawler, 1A AK’s). Considerable 

damage was inflicted on ground targets. 
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5 November (Oahu date) - (cont’d) 
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LEXINGTON (CV-16) was hit on the signal bridge by a 
suicide divebomber on the 5th. There were heavy casualties 
among the ship’s signal and gunnery personnel, requiring 170 
personnel replacements. 


3‘VP air forces continue strong air strikes against air¬ 
dromes on NEGROS and CEBU. Searchplanes attacked shipping at 
CORCN BAY and off MINDORO. A searcher reported 1 CA, 1 CL, 

1 DD and 1 AR on the 6th west of north tip of PALA.VAN, on a 
northerly course. 


On night 4-5 Nov in the LEYTE GULF heavy Jap air attacks 
hit one Liberty Ship, causing an ammunition explosion; details 
are unreported. One of the raiders was shot down. 

On the 7th GTG 77.1 reports that there continues to be 
a lack of bogeys. 

On the 5th 34 B-29’s from SAIPAN attacked I,VO JIMA. B-24’s 
hit CHICHI JIMA on the 5th, and HAHA JIMA and ANI JIMA on the 
6th. Air strikes continued against ROTA, YAP, JALUIT, and 

MILLS. 


In the North Pacific on the 6th 4 B-25’s bombed T0RI3HIMA 
RETTG (10 miles North of PARAMU3HIRU), while 4 B-24is hit 
ONEKOTAN. 


63 E-29's obtained excellent results in a bombing attack 
against SINGAPORE on the 5th. 


On the 6th an unreported number of Jap planes bombed 
LI during th< 

6 others damaged. 


MOROTAI during the early morning. 4 PB4Y’s were destroyed, 


tl 



7 November (Oahu date) - 

To avoid an approaching typhoon TG’s 38.1, 38.3 and 38.4 
were ordered to area COMFORT (18N 140S) to operate there 9 Nov. 
At 100700 (I) the groups will fuel in area COKE (19N 139E). 

TG 38.2 is at ULITHI. CTG 38.3 reports that a Jap CA was seen 
to break into two and sink in MANILA BAY on 5 November. 

RENO (CL 96) proceeds to ULITHI. Position at 080800 (I): 
14-02 N 136-20 E (about 300 miles NT of ULITHI). Her condition 
is improved; two tugs are towing in tandem; she is steaming 
slowly on one engine, with one boiler; she has no steering. 

GABILIN (.33 252) reports sinking 1 medium AK on 31 Oct. in 
position 30M 138S (120 miles W of NANPO 3H0T0). 
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7 November (Oahu date) - (cont’d) 

PADDLE (S3 263) returning from 5th War Patrol in 3WP 
Area, reports sinking 1 5000-ton AC, and damaging 1 4000-ton 
AK. 

At 081700 (I) 2 large freighter transports, 1 barge and 
7 DD’s were observed eastbound at 15 knots through VERDE 
ISLAND PASSAGE. 

Activity in the LEYTE area continues with no appreciable 
change from that reported in yesterday’s summary. The Japanese 
appear determined to continue reinforcement via 0RM0C. 

CenPac air forces on the 7th continued strikes against 
17/0 JIMA, PAGAN, MARCUS, and the MARSHALLS. WAKE was'hit on 
the 7th by 3 PV’s. 

SWP air forces continued the usual strikes against NEI 



and WEWAK 


8 November (Oahu date) 

CTG 73.4 reports that search planes at 091220 (I) sighted 
4 EE’s, 3 CA’s, 3 CL’s, and 3 DD’s in BALABAC STRAIT, course 
150, speed 20; at 1235 the course was changed to 320; at 1430 
the position was given as 07-48N, 116-30 E, course 300, speed 
10 . 

At 091400 (I) 4 AK’s (or 4 AP’s), 6 DD’s, 2 DE’s, and 1 
possible tender were sighted off NW tip of LEYTE, and at 1500 
this force was reported on southerly course,speed 6. 

As a result of the sighting of enemy surface forces, Com3rdFlt 
at 092230 (I) directed TG’s 38.1, 38.2, 38.3, and 38.4 to proceed 
to the east of LEYTE, vicinity of 11-00 N, 127-00 E, to arrive 
110600 (I), prepared to strike if later directed. TG 38.5 (New 
group containing 7/ASP) departs GU at dawn 11 Nov and proceeds 
to Point KEROSENE (11-15 N 130-20 E). TG’s 30.7 (ASW) and 30.3 
(tankers) proceed at best speed to area ALCOHOL (12-15 N 133-00 E). 

RENO (CL-96) at 090300 (I) was in position 13-01 N 138-10 E 
(about 240 miles NW of ULITTII), course 140, speed 6.3. heather 
was improving. 

REDFIN (33-272) on 2 Nov sank 1 AP off MACASSAR. On 8 Nov 
she sank 1 A0 in the 3ULU SEA. 

The ground situation on LEYTE presents about the same picture 
as reported during the previous two days. The reinforced Japanese 
are attempting to fight their way north along the QRMOC-PINAMOPOAN 
road, while the 24th Inf Div opposes them, attempting to reach 
0RM0C, with little progress; as a result, heavy fighting is taking 
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the 7th Div patrols have advanced to the north to a point 
within 12 miles of ORMOC without encountering the enemy. 96th 
Inf Div continues mopping up small enemy groups NY 1 / of DAGAMI. 

On the 7th our fighter bombers attacked the ORMOC BAY area, 
sinking 2 barges and damaging others with near misses. One 
lugger and 5 trucks were fired, and a Jap headquarters took 
fifteen bomb hits. Of 8 enemy fighters attacking DULAG airfield, 
5 were shot down and 2 others were probably shot down. 

Reports from 3WP air forces covering the period 5-7 Nov 
indicate that widespread strikes continued against MINDANAO, 

CEBU, NEGROS, and PANAY, with the weight of the attacks again 
directed against airdromes on NEGROS; enemy shipping was attacked 
wherever found. During the sane period strikes were made 
against MSI (weight of the attacks against CELEBES airfields), 

ITS .YAK, the VOGELKOP, and the SOLOMONS- BISMARCKS area. 

CenPac airforces continued strikes against the BONI M ° K,/1 
VOLCANO ISLANDS, PAGAN, and ROTA. 



9 November (Oahu date) 

Reports of sightings of enemy surface vessels in the VISAYAS 
on 10 Nov indicated that additional enemy reinforcements were 
landed on that date at ORIIOC BAY. From 0630 to 0720 there were 
anchored in 0RM0C BAY the following: 6 DD’s, 2 possible CL’s, 

20-25 AP’s(or AK’s), and 50-60 barges. By 1430 all had departed. 

At 1145 on the 10th a plane sighted 5 DD’s, 4 AK’s, and 
1 escort vessel just north of BURIAS ISLAND, course 150, speed 12. 
At 2239 Com3rdFlt announced that TF 38 would strike this force 
on the 11th. 

Additional sightings on the 10th included 1 CA, 5 CL’s and 
4 auxiliaries 70 miles SE of ISLAND BAY (PALAWAN), course 045, 
speed 15, though later the course was reversed. 2 DE's, 2 large 
AK’s and 1 small AK were observed in CORON BAY, course 250. 

There are no reports of activities of 3WP air forces, other 
than search. 

RENO (CL-96) at 101200(1) was approaching ULITHI, course 
140, speed 7.3. She expects to arrive ULITHI night of the 10th. 

At 100847(1) MOUNT HOOD (AE-11) exploded and sank at Berth 380, 
SEADLER HARBOR y MINDANAO (ARG-3) and 6 or 7 YM’s, plus an inde¬ 
terminate number of small boats, were severely damaged. All 
personnel of MOUNT HOOD were lost except a few men and one officer 
known to have been absent. There were numerous personnel 
casualties on vessels anchored nearby. The AROONNE (AG-31) and 
RALPH TALBOT (DD-390) were also damaged. 
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(Oahu date) - (cont'd) 
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060040 contains progress report for ANGAUR and 
period 27 Oct - 2 Nov. 

060310 summarizes operations 1-5 Nov. 


On the 9th CenPac air forces continued neutralization of 
PAGAN and ROTA, reconnoitered MARCUS, heckled I.VO JIMA, and 
planted 12 mines off CHICHI JIMA. 


In the North Pacific on the 7th 8 PV’s photographed the 
west coast of PARAMUSHIRU. 4 3-25*3 on an offensive photo 

mission along east coast of PARAMUSHIRU attacked 9 power-driven 
wooden barges, sinking two. Of 15-20 interceptors, 3 were 
shot down, with 1 probable and 1 was damaged; 1 B-25 was 
shot down, with no survivors. 


CinCS.YPA requests that, if practicable, 
diverted to LEYTE. 


10 November (Oahu date) 



At 111730 (I) CTG 38.3 reported that his group caught and 
eliminated the enemy convoy reported in yesterdays summary as 
approaching 0RM0C BAY. The convoy consisted of 3 large and 

1 medium AP, 5 DD’s, and 1 DE. The 4 AP's and 2 DD’s and 1 DE 
were sunk; 2 DD’s were badly damaged and believed sunk; 1 DD 
escaped in a damaged condition. The convoy was covered by 20 
fighters; 13 were shot down, with 5 others probably shot down; 

2 other enemy planes were shot down near the task group. Our 
losses were about 9 planes, with possibility of rescuing several 
pilots. 


Com7thFlt reported at 100113 (I) that 2 PT boats attacked 
enemy shipping in 0RM0C BAY, sinking 1 DD and 1 DE. 

CinOhVPA reports that the enemy surface force that landed 
reinforcements at 0RA0C, and departed on the 10th, was attacked 
by Army shore based aircraft. The retiring force of 15 DD’s 
and 4 AP’s was hit by dive-bombing and mast head attacks in the 
face of intense AA fire. 7 DD’s and 3 -AP’s were sunk; 16 
enemy interceptors were shot down, with 5 others probably shot 
down; we lost 4 bombers and 4 fighters. 
r epor t-. o f q tfe a e k a- - rn s t -fehe- 
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Com3rdFlt has directed that TG's 38.1, 38.3, and 38.4 fuel 
on the 12th, then proceed to 1^-30 K 123-30 E, and on 13th 
launch strikes against central and southern LUIGI.'. The strikes 
will be repeated at 0600 on the 15th. 
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3EALI0N (33-315), operating EMPIRE waters, at 111400 (I) 
en S&S®d one of two picket boats. She was forced down when one 
of the picket boats attempted to ram her. 

LAPON (33-260) summarizes 6th war patrol. Operating in 
CHINA SEA, sank 1 10,000-ton AO, 1 9500-ton AK, 1 5600-ton AN, 

and 1 500-ton escort vessel for a total tonnage of 25,600. 

Damaged 1 4000-ton unidentified ship and 1 5800-ton AK for 

a total tonnage of 9800. 

SAP airforces continued anti-shipping strikes in the 
PHILIPPINE area, and near CELEBES. 5*Small AK’s, 6 schooners, 
and 11 barges were sunk or damaged. On the 8th 24 B-24’s 
attacked ALICANTE airdrome on NEGROS. A.ttacks were also 
continued against AEWAK and BISK PICKS-SOLOMONS area. 

On the 9th an enemy bomber over M0R0TAI was shot down 
and crashed in a revetment area, destroying 1 B-25 and damaging 
4 others. 

CenPac air forces continued neutralization strikes against 
the BONIN and VOLCANO ISLANDS, ROTA, PALAU, YAP, JALUIT and 
NAURU. 

There is very little change in the ground situation on 
LEYTE; the main battle area remains along the 0RK0C-PINAMOPOAN 
road. Our casualties as of 7 Nov are: KIA, 884; WIA, 3479; 

MIA, 263 . The enemy’s casualties as of 8 Nov are given as 
15,324 killed. 

GTE 57 reports that 200 Laps landed on NGEREGONG ISLAND 
(NE of PELELIU) during a storm 8-9 Nov, with machine guns and 
knee mortars. Our patrol evacuated under cover of LCI(G) support, 
without loss. A DD and 2 gunboats are keeping DENGES PASSAGE 
closed, and have shelled .the island. Our planes bombed and 
strafed the island on the 10tn, and will continue strikes until 
the island is reoccupied. , 


Pam* jS 
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11 November (Oahu date) 

TF 38 less TG 38.2 is scheduled to strike LUZON targets 
on 13 Nov. 

TG 30.2 (RAdm Smith) with CruDiv 5 and 7 DD's is scheduled 
to bombard IWO JIMA commencing 2400 (-9) 11 Nov. 

CinCSWPA communique states that at ORMOC BAY on the 10th(I), 
medium bombers and fighters based at LEYTE attacked a convoy 
of 15 DD's and 4 large AP's in ORMOC BAY. Report indicates 
that 7 DD’s and 3 of the AP's were sunk and that 16 enemy 
interceptors were shot down. Blue losses were 4 bombers and 
4 fighters. 

On the 11th (I), carrier planes from 3 TG's of TF 38 
attacked an enemy convoy of 3 large and one medium AP, 5 DD's 
and one DE just prior to their entry into ORMOC BAY. All 
4 AP's plus 2 DD's and one DE were observed to sink. 20 enemy 
fighters were providing air cover cover for this convoy; 13 
of these were shot down. Our losses were 9 planes; some of 
whose pilots may have been rescued. 

GUNNEL (SS-253) reports one YAMATO class BB and one TONE 
class CA, 180 miles west of northern LUZON, course 028, speed 19. 

8 B-29*s bombed TRUK on the 11th (I). AA and fighter 
opposition were meagre and a small number of ships were sighted 
in the harbor. 

96 B“29’s made an attack on the OMURA Aircraft Factory 
at KYUSHU. Poor weather conditions enabled only 30 planes 
to actually hit the OMURA target. 40 B-29*s bombed the 
SHANGHAI and NANKING areas. 

MOUNT HOOD (AE-11) is reported to have exploded while 
at anchor in 3EEADLER HARBOR on 10 Nov (I). Preliminary estimates 
show 22 officers and 290 enlisted men were aboard and no survivors 
are reported. The cause of the explosion is believed to be unknown. 
The casualties on the nearby ships from the blast are reported to 
be 109 killed and about 600 injured with minor damage to about 
29 ships anchored in the vicinity. 

Rear Admiral Sherman with other staff members returned 
PEARL from HCLLANDIA. 
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A report from CTG 78.2 states that 7 merchant ships, the 
EGERIA (ARL 8) and ACHILLES (ARL 41) were damaged by suicide 
attacks in the LEYTE Area between 1130 and 1830 (-9) 12 November. 

ATULE (S3 403) on the morning of the 13th (I) sighted 1 carrier 
and a heavy cruiser north of LUZON. Course 40, speed 20. The sub¬ 
marine reported no planes were on deck. 

GREENLING (SS 213) reports sinking 1 DD and 1 medium tanker 
upon departure from Empire waters. 

Three task groups of Task Force 38 struck LUZON on the 13th. 

B-24 f s bombed both airfields at IWO LIMA on the 11th and 12th. 

Sherman 031241 (pink) outlines the results of consultation with 
Admiral Kinkaid and Generals Sutherland, Kenney and Chamberlain. 

CinCPac 062241 (pink) passes to Cominch certain information 
received from Admiral Sherman relative to H0LLANDIA Conference. 

American Legation U.3. Liaison Officer 021100 and 021155 (pink) 
outlines tentative scheduled operations in the Asiatic Theater. 

Cominch 312149 (pink) outlines violations by American planes 
in attacking Soviet shipping. 

CinCS’.VPA 100835 (pink) requests that the 77th Division be di¬ 
verted to the TACL0BAN Area. 

CinCPOA 102013 acknowledges the despatch appearing directly 
above in the affirmative. 

CinCPOA 310032 (pink) outlines employment of fighter groups 
in the ICEBERG Operation. 

ComGenPOA 010833 (pink) outlines employment of Army fighter 
groups in the DETACHMENT Operation. 

CinCPOA 110233 (pink) directs CTF 57 (V. Adm. Hoover) to desig¬ 
nate appropriate commander PALAU to arrange details with ComGen 
Far Eastern Air Force for employment of the 494th Heavy Bomb Group 
in the PHILIPPINES; remaining 2 squadrons of the 454th Bomb Group 
will depart OAHU to arrive PALAU 20 November. 

ComGenPOA 112103 (pink) concurs in CinCSWPA request to divert 
77th Division to TACL0BAN Area. 

CinCPac 130901 to Cominch summarizes his estimate of the situ¬ 
ation and outlines what action is being taken in regard thereto. 

Cominch 131550 (pink) approves the despatch referred to above. 


Continued 
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12 November (Oahu date - Cont’d) 


/-s DECLASSIFIED 

Authority: E012958, as amended 
HQ USEUCOM 


Com7thFleet 130113 (pink) states that Royal Australian Air 
Force intends to mine BRUNEI BAY on November 9th, 15th and 18th. 

CinCSWPA 130248 (pink) states that strategic situation has 
changed and that it is now evident that the enemy will make a 
decisive stand in Western LEYTE in order to delay further advances 
in the PHILIPPINES, and that Army air strength in LEYTE is not at 
present sufficient to neutralize enemy bases and he requests 3rd 
Fleet to continue to strike LUZON. 


CinCPOA 130918 (pink) cancels previous statement that BRUNEI BAY 
might be hit by 3rd Fleet. 

CinCPOA 130343 (pink) requests CTF 57 (V. Adm. Hoover) to make 
strike as soon as practicable on WOLEAI. 

First Sea Lord 121904 (pink) outlines arrangements for British 
Pacific Fleet. 

Admiralty 121915 (pink) outlines flag appointments of British 
Pacific Fleet. 

Com3rdFleet 130148 (pink) states that he does not foresee any 
immediate use of NGULU. 


Com3rdFlt 100215 suggests carrier groups be authorized to 
strike enemy shipping in VISAYAS on Nov 11th. 

MacArthur 101103 authorizes and concurs in above mentioned 
suggestion and requests strikes at discretion on any targets afloat 
in VISAYAN and LUZON waters. 


Com3rdFlt 110249 outlines contemplated operations in the 
immediate future and recommends that HOTFOOT be postponed until 
after INDUCTION. 


Cincpoa 120905 outlines his views on strike on BRUNEI BAY. 

Com3rdFlt 110406 recommends carrier strike on BRUNEI BAY. 

CinCSWPA 112307 requests strikes on LUZON airfields on 14 and 
15 Nov. 

Com3rdFlt 111329 requests authority to strike central and 
southern LUZON on 13 and 14 Nov. 

Cincpoa 120411 defers HOTFOOT operation indefinitely. 

Com3rdFlt 011248 states that fast BB's will be in position to 
support surface force at LEYTE as needed and that carrier groups 
will be available to support LEYTE operations. 

Cincpoa 021937 directs Com3rdFlt to employ his forces so as 
most effectively to support LEYTE operations. 
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12 November (Oahu date - cont’d) 

Com3rdFlt 011335 advises MacArthur that the fast carriers 
must not be risked in close for defensive combat air patrol. 

oom3rdFlt 110251 requests information from Cincpoa regarding 
future employment.of FRANKLIN, ENTERPRISE, and EELLEAU WOOD, also 
requests information regarding expected arrival of new carriers. 

Com3rdFlt 110258 requests BUNKER HILL yard overhaul be deferred 
until strength of TF 38 can be restored. 

Cincpoa 010452 requests CinCSWPA to make photo reconnaissance 
of BRUNEI BAY. 

Arnold’s 312253 requests attack by 20th Bomber Command on 
SINGAPORE. 


Cincpac 310151 outlines coordination of all forces to be 
employed HOTFOOT operation. 

Cincpoa 100718 covers approval of SHERMAN, CHAMBERLIN, LEAVEY, 
and WHITLOCK agreements regarding logistical support in the 
PHILIPPINES. 


CinCSWPA 070610 to Chief of Staff, Washington, outlines the 
approved Logistic Support of Pacific Ocean Areas support in the 
PHILIPPINES. 

r 

Cominch 311045 outlines his views on temporary naval facili¬ 
ties for the immediate future at SAIT PEDRO BAY and the LUZON 
area. 


13 November (Oahu date) 

Task Groups 38.1 (R.Adm. Montgomery) and 38.4 (R.Adm. Davison) 
will proceed to the fueling area on 16 November. Task Group 38.3 
(R.Adm. Sherman) was directed to proceed to ULITHI to arrive 
morning of 17 November and be ready for sea at dawn 21 November. 
Task Group 38.2 (R.Adm. Bogan) will rendezvous with other groups 
at fueling area on the morning of the 16th. 

lu 

Com7thFlt reports that reconnaissance of BRUNEI BAY on the 
morning of 12 November resulted "sighting of no shipping in that 
port. 



An enemy submarine was sunk by escort vessels at 31-48 N, 
139-52 W (mid-way between Honolulu and San Francisco) after a 
two hour attack during which time many underwater explosions were 
heard. The submarine surfaced upside down and than sank. Many 
articles with Japanese inscriptions were picked up on the surface. 


JALLA0 (SS 368) made contact with HAYATAKA CV, 1 CA and 3 DD 
at 21-02 N, 118-38 E ( SW of S tip of FORMOSA) in the early morning 
of 13 November. This submarine missed the carrier expending six 


torpedoes. 
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HQ USEUCOM 

13 November (Oahu date - Cont'd) 

BERGALL (SS 320) reports results of war patrol. Returned 
8 November, sinking 1 small craft, 1 medium A2C (4,000 tons), 

1 large oiler (16,800 tons), for a total of 21,500 tons. 

DACE (SS 247) summarizes war patrol, returning 6 November(I). 
Sunk 1 AO (10,000 tons), 1 AK (7,500 tons), 1 ATAGO Class heavy 
cruiser ( 9,900 tons). 

Report received from PALAU states that 200 Japs landed at 
NGEREGONG ISLAND. PALAU (7 Miles NE of PELELIU) during a storm 
on 8-9 November (i). Our patrol was evacuated under cover of 
LCI’s without loss. 

Results of the fast carrier task force strikes on LUZON on 13 
November (H) have been received. Evidently complete surprise was 
effected and resulted in the sinking of 2 DD and 11 medium to 
large AK's and AO's, damaged 1 NATORI Class CL, and scored 4 
torpedo hits in a floating drydock. Port facilities were observed 
to be burning in the late afternoon. About 20 planes were air¬ 
borne over the land targets and 18 of these were shot down together 
with 10 others shot down near the task force. At MANILA 130 to 
140 single and twin-engine planes were observed on the ground at 
Clark and Legaspi Fields. These were strafed but no signs were 
reported of their burning. Our losses were reported to be 6 planes 
as a result of AA fire. 

Cominch 121737 (pink) outlines his views regarding the British 
Pacific Fleet and its method of employment. 

MacArthur 140309 (pink) states approval of Philippine Base Re¬ 
port signed 4 November at H0LLANDIA by POA and SWPA representatives. 

Cominch 131955 establishes the Philippine Sea Frontier under 
Com7thFlt and outlines limits of the frontier. 

CinCPOA 141037 requests assent of CinCSWPA for ComServPac to 
communicate directly with Com7thFlt and ComSerFor 7th Fleet on 
matters pertaining to logistics. 

CinCPOA 132107 to Com3rdFlt outlines regulation of operating 
forces regarding upkeep and overhaul. Also indicates that carriers 
FRANKLIN and BELLEAU WOOD will not be returned to service in 
forward areas before February. 

DECLASSIFIED 

Authority: E0 12958, as amended 

HQ USEUCOM 
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14 November (Oahu date) 


DECLASSIFIED 

C Authority: E012958, as amended 
HQ USEUCOM 


An incomplete report of the strike on LUZON, 14 Nov (I), 
by CTF 38 indicates that 9 enemy VF were shot down plus 30 
destroyed on the ground. In MINDORO STRAIT 2 AO’s, apparently 
loaded with aviation gas, were left in flames. In MANILA 
HARBOR and CAVITE one large AK was sunk, a possible ammunition 
ship was blown up and 15 AK’s, 1 AO, and one AP were hit and 
damaged. Sightings in the harbor on the 14th were estimated 
to total 25 ships ranging from three thousand to ten thousand 
tons each. The MANILA dock area was severely damaged, many 
large fires being reported. CAVITE oil tanks, CAVITE hangar 
and Navy Yard facilities were hit with a great number of bombs. 
No report of our losses has been received. 

BARB(3S-220) scored one hit on a "AKAGI" class CV at 
32-45 N 127-05 E (south of KOREA). 

HALIBUT (33-232) was severely damaged by heavy depth 
charging north of LUZON. Radio was put out of commission but 
she was reported to be able to dive. She is now enroute 
SAIPAN in company with the PINTADO. 


CinCPac 150524 requests CominCh to take action in 
supplying Transport CVE‘’s for Pacific Fleet, due to critical 
shortage of CVE lift during 1st quarter of 1945. 


CinCSWPA 150235 suggested to Com3rdFlt that CLARK FIELD, 
as well as FORMOSA fields, will be profitable targets for future 
strikes. 



15 November (Oahu date) 

3 Groups of TF 38 (38.1, 38.2, 38.3), after fueling on 16 Nov 
(I), will operate in an area northeast of LEYTE approximately 250 
miles east of the mainland. 

On the morning of 15 Nov forces under RAdm Barbey effected 
a landing on PEGUN ISLAND in the MAPIA group 160 miles northwest 
of BIAK. No opposition was encountered. The island was taken 
as a proposed Doran and weather station. 

Supplemental report from TF 38 indicates that during the 
strike on LUZON, 13 Nov, Blue losses number 17 planes instead 
of 6 as originally reported. 

SCABBARDFISH (SS-397) contacted 1 AK and 4 escorts night 
of 16 Nov (I) east of CHICHI JIMA. The AK was sunk with one 
hit being made out of four fired. 
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15 November (Oahu date) (cont’d) 

GTF 38 (VAdm McCain) shifted the Flag from the WASP 
to the HANCOCK on 17 Nov. 

Effective 15 Nov TF 72 was abolished. All submarine 
facilities operating under the 7th Fleet have been incorporated 
into TF 71 with RAdm Christie as Task Force Commander. 

CinCSWPA 160733 (pink) outlines the proposed cover plan 
for M-l Operation. 

ComGenPOA 150703 proposes to recommend to the War Department 
that the category of defenses for the Hawaiian Area will be 
modified. 

CinCPac 160546 outlines changes in task force designations 
effective 20 Nov 1944. 

CinCPOA 160042 recommends holding the 97th and 86th Infantry 
Divisions on the mainland until called for in view of the fact 
that facilities are overloaded in the Hawaiian Area. 

Y/edemeyer 151020 approves "Fivesome" agreement dated 5 Nov 
1944, signed at HOLLANDIA, with the exceptions noted. 

CinCSWPA 160101 (pink) indicates that he intends to adhere 
to the present dates for the L-3 and M-l Operations and requests 
certain operations be carried out by fast carriers and also 
indicates desire for two new battleships to augment 7th Fleet 
forces covering landing areas. 



16 November (Oahu date) 

All troops and stores were landed on PEGUN by 1700 (I) 

15 Nov. 15 laps committed suicide. About 200 moved to nearby 
BRAS ISLAND where they were subjected to air and surface 
bombardment on the 16th. 

Chinese announced that the fall of KWEILIN and LIUCHOW 
took place on 11 Nov. 

RONQUIL (3S-396) reported 2 holes in pressure hull after 
gun fight but is able to make an emergency dive. 

3EAF0X (33-402) reported that it took 11 torpedoes to sink 
one medium stack-aft vessel southwest of KYUSHU. 

Photo evaluation of the force sighted in BRUNEI BAY 16 
Nov is as follows: 1 possible Kongo class BB, 1 Nachi class 
CA, 1 probable CL, 6 DD, 2 large AO’s, 1 large freighter 
transport, 5 AK*s. No carriers were sighted. 
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16 November (Oahu date) (Cont’d) 


DECLASSIFIED 

Authority. E0 12958, as amended 
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25 B-24*s accompanied by 56 fighters bombed BACOLOD 
airfield (NEGROS), hits were concentrated on the air strip 
and revetment areas. Blue planes shot down 6 and damaged 
3 of 13 airborne Jap fighters. 


B-24's attacked shipping at HAHA and CHICHI JIMA on the 
15th and 16th; no results reported. 

CinCSWPA 160017 (pink) requests Chief of Staff, War 
Department, to transfer certain Army forces in the South Pacific 
to the Southwest Pacific. 

CinCPOA 170200 (pink) answers CinCSWPA*s 160101 relative 
to employment of naval forces in the MINDORO and LUZON Operations. 

CinCPOA 170240 (pink) outlines the reasons for delay in the 
DETACHMENT and ICEBERG Operations and announces a two week delay 
in target date for both operations. 

ComGenPOA 170248 (pink) advises CinCPOA on matters 
pertaining to mounting areas for certain divisions. 

CinCPOA 170220 (pink) states that a conference will be held 
by CinCPOA at an early date to determine the availability of 
Army service units for ICEBERG and that representatives of 
ComGenPOA, ComGenAAEFOA, and ComGenlOthArmy attend. 

ComGenPOA 170957 (pink) states that recommendations will be 
made regarding disposition of Army Divisions after the 
conference referred to in despatch above. 

ComGenPOA 162121 (pink) advises that 2800 ground force 
replacements can be furnished for 24th Corps. 



17 November (Oahu date) 

Three groups of TF 38 are scheduled to strike LUZON on 
the 19th (38.1, 38.3, 38.4). TG 38.3 is at ULITHI at the 
present time. 


Amplified report from Com3rdFlt gives the final score 
for TF 38 attacks on central LUZON targets 13th and 14th Nov (I). 


a. Airborne planes destroyed at target 

b. Airborne planes destroyed at force 

c. Grounded planes destroyed 

Total Planes destroyed 


Final report 

First 

34 

25 

11 

12 

39* 

30 

84 

67 


* 
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75 Other planes were strafed but did not burn. 
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17 November (Oahu date (cont'd) 


Authority: EO 12958, as amended 
HQ USEUCOM 


d. 

e. 

f. 

g. 

h. 

i. 


Ships sunk (1 CL, 4 DD,3 AO,9 AK) 
Earges & small craft sunk 
Ships damaged at 

Small craft damaged 
Own combat losses(including at 
least 20 by AA) 

Own operational losses 


Final Rpt. 

17 

32 

least 20 
several 


34 

11 


First Rpt, 

15 

"many" 

? 


Total our plane losses 45 


j. Our personnel losses 


not reported. 


SPADSFI3H (3S-411) sank an Otaka class CVS with 4 hits 
at 2230 (I) on the 17th. This CVS was sunk west of CKUSAN 
ARCHIP5LAG0. In addition the SPADEFISH sank a large AK in the 
same area on the 13th. 

QJJEENFISH (3S-393) obtained 2 hits on a CVE west of KYUSHU 
on the 15th. 

BARB (SS-220) damaged a large carrier west of KYUSHU on the 
15th. In addition the BARB sank 1 large AP and 4 AK's and 
probably sunk another AK. 

SAURY (SS-189) operating north of CHICHI JIMA reports one 
hit on a medium tanker on the 17th. The SAURY missed with 4 
torpedoes at close range when the enemy twice attempted to ram 
her. 


FLOUNDER (3S-251) reports sinking a NAZI submarine on the 
10th south of BORNEO in the JAVA SEA. 2 Hits were made and the 
enemy submarine was observed to sink. 

At CHICHI JIMA on the 17th mines were laid 2 \ miles 
southwest of the Island by aircraft. 

CinCPOA 160232 (pink) indicates to ComGenPOA that certain 
questions raised will be submitted to the JCS through prescribed 
channels and further states that CinCPac is inclined to recom¬ 
mend reduction of mobile unit defense forces in the Hawaiian 
Area even more than that proposed by ComGenPOA. 

CominCh 171835 (pink) outlines concurrence by JCS in a delay 
in the target date for DETACHMENT and ICEBERG. 

ARNOLD'S 172312 (pink) accepts the"FIVSSOME"agreernent with 
certain reservations. 

Com3rdFlt 180105 (pink) states that unless otherwise 
directed by MacArthur three groups will strike LUZON Nov 19th 
and that a decision to strike again on the 20th will be reserved 
pending results of the first days strike. 
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17 November (Oahu date (cont’d) HQ USEUCOM 

GinCPOA 180935 (pink) directs delay of DETACHMENT and 
ICEBERG operations until 3 February and 15 March respectively 
(East Longitude dates). 

CinCPOA 180430 outlines to ComFwdArea that facilities be 
made available at AGANA by 1 January. 




18 November (Oahu date) 

Preliminary report on the IWO JIMA bombardment by 
CTG 30.2 (RAdm. Smith) consisting of the CA’s CHESTER, 
PENSACOLA, SALT LAKE CITY plus 6 DD’s, follows: Bombardment 
lasted from 2350 11 Nov (I) to 0103 12 Nov (I). Tactical 
surprise was achieved. Upon completion of bombardment large 
fires were observed. Shore batteries failed to commence firing 
for a period of 8 minutes after our bombardment commenced. 

Total of about 150 flashes were observed from enemy shore 
batteries. No enemy planes were sighted and no damage was 
inflicted on our ships, planes or personnel. 

Assault forces from the 31st Division landed at BRAS 
ISLAND at 0800 16 Nov (I). This landing was preceded by 
heavy surface and air bombardment. Report states moderate 
resistence was encountered and that progress is satisfactory. 

CTF 57 (VAdm Hoover) reported that NGERSGONG ISLAND, 
in the PALAU Group, was reoccupied 15 Nov by our troops. 

On 9 Nov about 200 Japs made a landing on this island and 
drove our patrols therefrom. 

CTG 30.7 reports making seven hedgehog attacks on a 
submarine at 12-39 N 130-48 E ( 250 miles ea3t of SAMAR). 

L.C. TAYLOR (DE-415) made these hedgehog attacks and on the 
third try three explosions resulted with considerable oil 
and debris coming to the surface. A large oil slick three 
miles long was observed twenty-four hours later. 

CTG 77.2 (RAdm Weyler) reports that on the evening of 
the 18th the CAP had been secured due to weather. One bogey 
approached completely undetected and dived on the COLUMBIA 
(CL-56) dropping a bomb 300 yards from the ship. No mention 
is made of any damage, however, report states that no 
personnel casualties were reported. 

Continued strikes were carried out by E-24’s on CHICHI 
JIMA, IWO JIMA and HAHA JIMA. 
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19 November (Oahu date ) 

Strikes on LUZON were made by planes from TF 38 on 19 Nov 
(I). Com3rdFlt’s preliminary report indicates that 10 Japanese 
planes were shot down over LUZON and more than 100 destroyed on 
the ground. Over 250 planes were observed on the various air¬ 
fields, many of them appearing to have been previously damaged. 

An attack by 20 Japanese aircraft believed by Com3rdFlt to have 
come from FORMOSA was broken up without damage to the force, and 
8 Japanese bombers were shot down. 

2 large AK’s and 1 large AO were burned in MANILA BAY 
by planes of this strike. Only 2 medium All’s and 1 small AK 
were observed to be fully surfaced and on an even keel in MANILA 
BAY. No shipping was sighted at CAVITE. 

CTG 78.2 (RAdm FECHTLER) reports that Jap planes were 
overhead in the LEYTE area 8 different times on the 18th. At 
0712 the ALPINE (APA 92) was holed 3 feet above the waterline 
as the result of an enemy plane exploding 50 feet off the port 
side. Report indicates that 16 were wounded on this ship and 
an LCM alongside was sunk; 4 of the crew are reported missing. 

On the 19th at LEYTE an enemy plane crashed into the bow of 
the ALCOA PIONEER, killing 4 and injuring 10. 

On the 20th MISSISSINEWA (A0 59) was sunk by an enemy sub 
at ULITIII opposite MUGAI CHANNEL. Report indicates that many 
survivors were rescued but that the casualties were undetermined 
at the present time. 

Three convoys were attacked by enemy fighters approximately 
10-30N, 150-00E, about 200 miles north of TRUK. On the 19th 
an Army plane sighted a surfaced submarine trailing a Liberty 
ship between OAHU and SAN FRANCISCO. The plane circled for 
about ten minutes after the sub had submerged. 

On the 17th B-29's photographed an 800-foot CV afloat 
and under construction at NAGASAKI. The flight deck appeared 
to be 175-f‘eet completed. 

Heavy air strikes were carried out on NEGROS, MINDANAO, 
and CEBU by B-24’s and B-25’s. Targets were the airfields. 

A report from CinCSWPA covering our casualties in the 
LEYTE operation as of 17 Nov is as follows: K - 1,073; W - 
4,277; M - 122. Enemy casualties to 16 Nov: 18,778 killed, 

95 captured. 

B-29’s from the 21st Bomber Command took off to TOKYO 
area at 202032Z. 

Cincpoa 200312 outlines to ComFwdArea that the island 
commands of SAIPAN, TINIAN, and GUAM are co-equal and are 
responsible only to ComFwdArea. 
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19 November (Oahu date - cont’d) 

Halsey 200720 (pink) outlines his estimate of the 
situation. 

Cincpoa 200043 (pink) covers tour of duty of carrier air 
groups and further indicates to Com3rdFlt that ComNavAirBases 
GUAM is ComAirPac’s forward representative. 

Cincpoa 200113 (pink) refers to transfer of SoPacBaCom 


to SWPA 



20 November (Oahu date) 

A report has been received giving further details of the 
submarine attack at ULITHI reported yesterday. CruDiv 5, while 
engaging in a sortie, was attacked by submarines about sunrise 
on the 20th (I). CASE (DD-370) rammed a midget sub at 0538 (-9) 
on 20 Nov. Reports received yesterday indicated that the 
MI3SI3SINE//A (AO-59) was torpedoed at anchor some 17 minutes 
later (0555). On the 20th reports indicate that three midget subs 
have been sunk and contacts were reported throughout the day. 

TG 38.3 is at ULITHI; TG’s 38.1 and 38.2 are operating 
off eastern PHILIPPINES and TG’38.4 is enroute to ULITHI and will 
attack YAP with 96 VP carrying Napalm bombs and rockets the 
morning of 22 Nov (I). 

SEALIGN (SS-315) reported at 1800 (GOT) 20 Nov (0300 21st((-9) 
that she attacked an enemy TF 26 N 121-15 3 (north of FORMOSA) course 
050, speed 16. The composition of this force was reported to be 
2.BB’s, 2 cruisers, 3 DD*s. Report stated that three definite 
hits were made on one battleship resulting in a violent explosion 
and flames; also one hit on a second battleship. At 0524 (-9) 
when about to make a second attack on the 1st battleship she blew 
up and sank. Heavy seas prevented the 3EALI0N from further pursuit 
of this force. 

CTF 94 (VAdm Hoover) reported that an enemy submarine was 
probably sunk the 19th near the west entrance of F0S30L ROADS by 
2 DE's the CONKLIN (DE-439) and McCOY REYNOLDS (DE-440). Explosion 
and floating debris of Japanese characters were observed. 

+r f GURNARD (33-254) arrived FRSMENTLS on 17 Nov from 7th war 
partol. Summary: Sank one large A0, 1 large AK (10,000 tons) and 
damaged one large A0 and one large AK. 

Supplemental report has been issued by TF 38 stating that total 
planes shot down on the 19th by TF 38 was 26 instead of 18. 
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On^the morning of the 21st (I), east of central MINDANAO, 
ComCarDiv 29 (RAdm Durgin) reported an attack by 3 Japanese 
bombers. 2 Bombs were dropped on the convoy and one plane 
strafed a CVE; no damage resulted therefrom. One twin-engine 
bomber was shot down by automatic weapons. 


Our ground forces have completed occupation of the entire 
MAPIA ISLANDS and have landed troops on the ASIA ISLANDS 
northwest of western NEW GUINEA. 


CinCPOA 202255 (pink) states that after Com3rdFlt f s plan 
of strikes preparatory to INDUCTION has been determined CinCPOA 
will inform ComGen20th Air Force of aid desired from the 20th 
Bomber Command. 


21 November (Oahu date) 



Admiral Nimitz, Rear Admiral Sherman, and other staff 
members departed Pearl for San Francisco. 


TG 38.2 is now in area READY (13-55N 132-47 E), and 
TG 38.3 is enroute to that area from ULITHI. TG 38.4 is at 
ULITHI, and TG 38.1 is enroute thereto. 


Personnel casualties due to loss of MISSISSINEWA (AO-59) 
on the 20th are reported as 10 enlisted men known dead; 30 
officers, 47 enlisted men missing; 17 officers, 221 enlisted 
men rescued. 


SCABBARDF13H (SS-397) at 33-46 N 141-35 S (S of HONSHU) 
sank one medium AO with 2 hits, and damaged one medium 
unidentified vessel with one hit. 

SEAL (SS-183), operating SEA of OKHOTSK, reports sinking 
2 AK’s. 


SAILFI3H (S3-192) on 4 Nov in FORMOSA STRAIT sank 2 DD’s 
out of a hunter-killer group of 7 ships. 


Com3rdFlt's final report on the air strikes against LUZON 
on the 19th shows the following: 


Planes shot down 28 

(16 over target, 12 over force) 

Planes destroyed on ground 110 

Ships sunk or burning 6 

(3 med.AK, 1 AO, 1 PC, 1 coastal AK) 
Ships hit 4 

Small craft burned or sunk 7 


(2 additional) 

(10 additional) 

(3 additional) 

(no previous report) 
(no previous report) 
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There are no reports to indicate any change in the 
ground situation on LEYTE. Over the western part of the 
island on the 19 th, 24 enemy fighters were attacked, 6 being 
shot down. 7 B-24's from BIAK, staged through LEYTE, bombed 
buildings and jetties at PALDMPON in W LEYTE. On night of 
19-20 our PT boats sank 4 loaded barges S of ORMOC. 

CenPac air forces continued strikes against ROTA, PALAU, 
YAP, and TRUK. At the latter place, land-based fighters for 
the first time escorted bombers. 

Usual strikes by SWP air forces continued against BORNEO, 
CELEBES, and AMBON. 

CTF 57 170140 summarizes operations during period 11-15 

Nov. 



22 November (Oahu date) 

TG's 38.2 and 38.3 will fuel on 23 Nov in Area CONDOR 
(13-55 N 130-15 E); then proceed to strike LUZON on 25 and 
26 Nov. 

Com7thFlt reports that at 211415(1) 3 unidentified surface 
groups entered ORMOC BAY. At 1100 4 small AK f s were observed 
N of LEYTE on northerly course. Between 1025 and 1530 one 
medium AK, 5 small AK's and 3 PC's were observed NE of PANAY, 
headed NE. 

TF 92 (CruDiv 1, DesRon 57) at 220909 (GCT) completed 
bombardment of MAT3UY/A, with resulting heavy fires and 
explosions. There was no return fire. 

SWP search planes continued to attack shipping, sinking 
or probably sinking 1 DS, 1 small AK, 1 coastal AK, and 1 
lugger. 

Com7thFlt reports that the midget submarine menace is 
increasing in and east of the PHILIPPINES. No details were 
given. 


o 

21 November (Oahu date) (cont’d) 


CenPac airforces continued strikes against the MARSHALLS, 
BONINS, and CHOLINES. 

On the 21st China-based B-29*s bombed OKURA (56 planes), 
SHANGHAI (10 planes), NANKING (5 planes) and targets of 
opportunity (10 planes). Average bomb load was 3*1 tons. 

Enemy interceptors were active; 20 were destroyed, 19 probably 
destroyed, and 26 damaged. 6 B-29's are missing. Personnel 
losses include 12 killed, 3 wounded and 78 missing. „ . . . 
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22 November (Oahu date) (cont’d) 


NANNING, CHINA (22-40 N 108-05 E) was evacuated by 
U.S. personnel on the 20th, and all airdrome facilities 
were demolished. 

Land operations on LEYTE remain as previously reported, 
with the enemy making a determined stand in the LIMON area. 
Our casualties through the 20th are: KIA, 1176; WIA, 4729; 
MIA, 131. 

CNO announces that the PHILIPPINE SEA FRONTIER was 
established 13 Nov as a separate command under Com7thFlt. 


23 November (Oahu date) 

Com7thFlt reports that at 231515 (I) 3 BB’s, 1 CV, and 
7 small ships were anchored in KIRUN HARBOR, north FORMOSA. 

In the forenoon of the 23rd a heavy concentration of merchant 
and tanker shipping was observed in north BORNEO ports. 
ComNavGroup CHINA reports that at 231445 (I) a convoy of 9 AO’s, 
1 CA, and 6 escorts was sighted off east coast of INDO CHINA, 
course 350, speed 10. A British source reports that on 18 Nov, 
off ST. JACQUES (SAIGON), there were assembled 27 AP’s with 
12 escorts left for an unknown destination. ATULE (S3-403), at 
241500 (I), reported 1 NATORI CL, 1 DD, 1 tender, and 1 PC 
northbound off CAPE BOJEADOR. 

The wolfpack "Sandy’s Sluggers" (BANG, REDFISH, and SHAD) 
eliminated a 7-ship convoy NS of FORMOSA. BANG (SS-385) sank 
4i damaged 1. REDFISH (3S-395) sank 2, in addition to 2 sampans 
previously sunk by gunfire. 

The land action on LEYTE has apparently turned in our 
favor with 32nd Inf Div breaking through the enemy's defense in 
the LIMON area and driving south to LEYTE RIVER (which is just 
south of LIMON). Our artillery is reported to have inflicted 
heavy casualties on the enemy, forced him to commit his forces 
in piecemeal attacks, and disrupted all attempts to make a 
coordinated counterattack. 11th Airborne Div has been landed 
on LEYTE (by surface ships) and is relieving 7th Inf Div. Our 
casualties to include the 21st are: KIA, 1214; WIA, 4730; 

MIA, 95. 



CinCSWPA reports enemy casualties, as follows: 


AREA 

KILLED 

POWS 

TOT 

MOROTAI 

350 

17 

W 

MAPI A 

167 

— 

167 

N0EMF00R 

1987 

260 

2247 

BIAK 

6805 

501 

7306 

MAFFIN BAY 

3995 

56 

4051 
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AREA 

KILLED 

POWS 

TOTAL 

HOLLANDIA 

4500 

651 

5151 

AIT APE 

9132 

153 

9285 

CAPE GLOUCESTER 

4317 

344 

4661 

TOTAL 

31253 

1982 

33235 


SWP Airforces on the 21st and 22nd flew over 200 sorties 
in attacks against targets in the PHILIPPINE area concentrating 
against NEGROS and MINDANAO. B-24*s also hit supply dumps 
and barracks south of 0RM0C. Searchplanes sank 2 small AK’s 
and damaged two others near PALAWAN and PANAY. 

CenPac Airforces continued strikes against the BONINS, 
PAGAN, and CAROLINES. 

On night of 22nd 9 enemy planes raided MOROTAI. 
destroying 15 planes ( 3 B-25, 4 B-24, 1 FV, 7 A-20), and 
damaging 34 (18 E-25's, 8 6-24*3, 2 FV, 6 A-20's). 3 Men 

were killed and 8 wounded. 1 Enemy plane was destroyed 
and 1 probably destroyed. Another raid was reported before 
dawn on the 24th, but no details have been received. 

SWP Airforces continued wide spread attacks against 
BORNEO, CELEBES, HALMAHERA, .AMBON, TIMOR, and the V0GELE0P. 

Preliminary report of the B-29 strike against the TOKYO 
Area on the 24th, from ISLEY FIELD, SAIPAN, states that 
111 planes were airborne. 13 Returned early. 4 Squadrons 
hit the NAKAJIMA-MUSA3HIN0 Aircraft factory; 2 Squadrons 
hit the TOKYO wharf area; 2 Squadrons hit the TOKYO urban 
area; and 1 Squadron bombed targets of opportunity. AA fire 
was moderate to inaccurate. Interception was slight to 
moderate. Reports indicate that all but three aircraft 
returned; that these three landed in the water off east coast 
HONSHU. Our submarines are attempting to effect rescue. 

24 November (Oahu date) /%' 

On night 17-18 Nov (I) 200 Japs from KOROR using 20-man 
rafts and individual float bags attacked LCI's in SCHONIAN Har¬ 
bor. All were killed except 1 POW. Damage to LCI’s, if any, 
was unreported. 

At 1920 on the 24th enemy bombers attacked shipping in 
LEYTE GULF. 1 merchant ship was slightly damaged, and PC1124 
and LCI976 were badly damaged. At 1115 on the 24 th a Jap suicide 
plane damaged the JAMES O'HARA (APA90) off E LEYTE Coast. 

• 

Com7thFlt reports several sightings* 2 CL's, 3 DD's, 3 DE’s, 
3 Auxiliaries, and 2 SC’s were anchored at SANTA CRUZ (W MINDORO) 
at 250015 (I). At 241900 (I) 4 CL’s were proceeding from MANILA 
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BAY into VERDE ISLAND PASSAGE. Near BRUNEI BAY at 250920 (I) 

31 small AK’s, 2 SC’s and 2 DE’s were on course 220, speed 10. 

HADDOCK (SS231), NE of LUZON reports 1 AK probably sunk and 
1 AK damaged, for a total of 11,000 tons. 

The ground situation on LEYTE continues to progress favor¬ 
ably. 32d. InfDiv has advanced south of LEYTE RIVER. A strong 
enemy counterattack was repulsed. Our casualties to include 
the 22d are: KIA, 1245; ’VIA, 4846 ; MIA, 100. Enemy casualties 
are: Killed, 20,259; captured, 175. 

LEYTE based fighters were reported by CinCSWPA to have 
sunk 1 DD and 2 AP’s, and fired and beached a 3rd AP off SW 
MASBATE. 4,500 of an estimated 6,000 troops were killed or 


drowned. 


On the morning of the 25th there were two enemy air raids. 
25-30 planes, some of them twin-engine bombers, dropped bombs 
and incendiaries on TACL0BAN strip and SAN PABLO BAY. There 
was no damage to shipping; damage to ground installations was 
unreported. The Army reports shooting down 27 of the planes, 
losing one in the process. 

CTF 77•2 reports that there were numerous bogeys in the 
LEYTE area on the 23rd. 12 enemy planes were reported shot 

down. 

SV/P air forces continued wide-spread attacks against enemy 
installations on BORNEO, CELEBES, TIMOR, TALAUD, NEW GUINEA, 
and the BISMARCKS-S0L0M0NS area. 

CenPac air forces continued neutralization strikes in the 
CAROLINES, MARIANAS, BONINS, and MARSHALLS. 

ComEwdArea 210920 gives progress report on ANGAUR and 
PELELIU 15-19 Nov. 

ComFwdArea 210910 summarizes operations 16-20 Nov. 



25 November (Oahu date) 

TG 38.3 is at sea in vicinity of area READY (13-55 N 134-47E) 
TG 38.2 is enroute to ULITHI. TG’s 38.1 and 38.4 are at ULITHI. 

TG 38.2 and 38.3 in their strikes against LUZON on the 25th 
sustained a well coordinated attack by the enemy air force which 
combined low level simulated torpedo attacks with suicide dives. 

The INTREPID (CV 11) suffered considerably damage to the hangar 
and flight decks by 2 suicide crashes. The CABOT (CVL 28) receiv¬ 
ed a near miss, with the plane bouncing off flight deck forward, 
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25 November (Oahu date)(cont*d) 

plus a second plane crash in the water close aboard. The ESSEX 
(CV 9) received a direct plane hit, with but little loss of battle 
efficiency. A suicide diver missed the HANCOCK (CV 19) with a 
bomb, and was shot down over the ship, throwing fragments over 
her; there was no loss of battle efficiency. 

Results of Carrier strikes against LUZON on the 25th: 72 
enemy planes destroyed (35 on the ground, 29 airborne by our 
fighters, 8 airborne by AA fire); 16 ships and 2 luggers•sunk 
(including 1 KUMANO CA, 4 ODD or APD at MARINDAQUE, 1 DD, 9 
assorted AK, 1 small AO); 4 assorted AK and 1 AO were damaged. 

Com7thFlt reports that at 241430 (I) a Navy search plane 
attacked 4 troop-laden ships E of MASBATE, and left them burning 
and sinking. They included 1 large and 1 medium freighter-transport 
1 DE and 1 unidentified. 

CinCSWPA announces that at dusk on the 25th our fighter 
planes made masthead attacks against a Jap convoy of 4 AP’s off 
N tip of CEBU, heading LEYTE, and laden with troops and 

supplies. 3 of the ships were sunk, and the fourth was left 
blazing from stem to stern. All the cargo and an estimated 2,000 
troops were lost. During the day 6 enemy planes were shot down 
over LEYTE. 

CAVALLA (33 244), early morning 25 Nov. made surface attack 
on a large CA (beleived NACHI class) in company with a CL, at 
02-21N 107-20E (3 CHINA SEA, W of BORNEO). 4 hits caused the CA 
to blow up and sink. The CL departed at high speed. 

3PEARFISH (3S 190) enroute SAIPAN, at 211215 (I) in position 
16-37N 142-42 E (about 180 mi NW of SAIPAN) sighted a periscope 
and avoided a torpedo wake. 

HARDHEAD (3S 365) operating W of LUZON, reports 1 possible 
hit in large AK on the 25th, and 2 hits in NAT0RI class CL on the 
19th. 


SEALI0N (SS 315) reports at 261556 observed (by radar) 
several BB’s and DD’s in FORMOSA STRAIT, course 220, speed 20. 

'Volfpack consisting of QUEENFISH, PICUDA, and BARB, operating 
off W KYUSHU, reported following results: 

QUEENFISH 

Sunk: 1 CVS, 20,000 tons (previously reported) 

1 AK, 4,000 tons 
1 A0, 10,000 ton3 
1 AP, 7.500 tons 
41,500 tons 


DAMAGED: 2 AK, 4,000 tons each. 
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Sunk: 1 AK, 8,000 tons. 

1 AO, 10.OOP tons. 

18,000 tons. 

Damaged: 2 AO (tonnage not given) 

1 AK (tonnage not given) 

BARB 


Sunk: 6 ships (previously reported) 

Damaged: 2 ships, including 1 CVS (previously reported) 

During the 23rd and 24th, SV/P Airforces struck airfield 
installations on NEGROS and CEBU. Other attacks were made 
against BORNEO, HALMAHERA, CERAM, the VOGELKOP, and S0L0M0N3- 
BISMARCKS area. 


CenPac airforces continued neutralization strikes in the 
BONINS, MARSHALLS, and MARIANAS. 


26 November (Oahu date) 



At 271100 (I) ships of TG 77.2 while fueling in LEYTE GULF 
were heavily attacked by 15 to 25 suicide divers* All ships were 
clear of the tanker at time of attack. The COLORADO (BB-45) and 
the ST. LOUIS (CL-49) were hit, the latter by 2 planes. Casualties 
on the COLORADO were 19 killed, 26 wounded; on the ST LOUIS 10 
killed, 25 wounded. 11 to 13 Enemy planes were shot down or 
crashed. Preliminary report indicates that the attacking planes 
were showing code 6 IFF. 


On night of 25th - 26th there were 9 red air alerts at LEYTE. 

2 Bettys bombed TACLOBAN, killing 8 and wounding others. 3 
unidentified planes bombed the strip, with no damage. AA fire 
downed one plane and probably downed another. Amplification of 
results of TF 32*s strikes against LUZON on the 25th states that 
88 enemy planes, instead of 72 were destroyed and an additional 32 
on the ground were strafed and probably damaged. 18 Ships, instead 
of 16, were sunk. There were 15 ships damaged or further damaged, 
plu3 damage to 3 landing craft and 10 luggers. Photographs taken 
on the 25th showed a total of 271 planes on LUZON fields with 244 
of the total on CLARK and MABALACAT fields. 
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CTG 78.2 reports that on the 26th 3 suicide divers missed 
the 0Y3TE:. BAY (AGP-6). As one protection against these attacks 
LCI smokers are being used during bright moonlight. 

OTB 77 has directed DesRon 22 (4 BD’s) to make an anti¬ 
shipping sweep in CAK0TE3 SEA on night of 27th-2Sth. 

BREAM (SS-243) (S.*PA) summarizes results of 3rd war patrol. 
Operating N of MALAY BARRIER, sank 1 10,000-ton AP; damaged 

2 CA’s, and 1 10,000-ton AP. 


GUITARR0 (33-363) (S.VPA) summarizes results of 3rd war patrol. 
Operating N of MALAY BARRIER, sank 3 large AK's, and received half 
credit for one 10,000-ton AP; received half credit for damaging 
1 CA. 


3.i/P Airforces on the 24th attacked air installations and 
shipping at KEGR03, and air installations on CEBU. Strikes also 
continued against BORNEO, AMBON, and HEIV GUINEA. At 242039 (I) 

5 enemy planes attacked M0R0TAI; we had "lost or damaged" 1 A-20, 

1 PBY, and 1 B-25; 4 men were severely wounded. 

CenPac airforces continued neutralization strikes against 
the SONINS, CAROLINES, MARSHALLS and MARIANAS. 

At SAIPAN on the 27th, the enemy made two surprise low-level 
air attacks against I3ELEY FIELD, one shortly after midnight and one 
shortly after noon, luring, the night attack 1 B-29 was destroyed, 

2 others seriously damaged, and 9 slightly damaged. In addition 

3 trucks and 2 Cuonset huts were burned. The enemy planes escaped. 
In the noon attack 15 planes strafed and destroyed 3 B-29*s and 
damaged an unknown number. 6 Jap planes were destroyed by our 
fighters, and about 7 were shot down by AA fire. One P-47 was 
shot down by our own AA fire, and one man was killed. 

On the 27th 71 B-29’s attacked the TOKYO wharf area, using 
radar, with unobserved results. 

CinCSVVPA reports that enemy opposition on LEYTE is steadily 
decreasing under our pressure. Our casualties to include 24 Nov: 
KIA, 1306; //IA, 5081; MIA, 117. Enemy casualties: Killed, 21328; 
captured 178. 

General Headquarters 3./PA opens LEYTE at 270003friand closes 
HOLLAND I a same time. 

tyjjr- 


2151 











GRS¥- ■' 


DECLASSIFIED 

Authority: E012958, as amended 
HQ USEUCOM 


27 November (Oahu date) 

The casualty report from the carriers hit by suicide dives 
indicate the following losses: 

INTREPID (C^-ll) 54 Killed 50 Wounded 15 Missing 

CABOT (CVL-28) 5 " 25 " 27 " 

ESSEX (CV-9) 14 " 39 « 

HANCOCK (CV-19) 3 " 

Supplementary report received from TF 38 covering LUZON 
strikes, 25 November show that 59 airborne planes were shot down 
and 29 were destroyed on the ground. In addition, 32 planes were 
strafed and probably damaged. The score in ships sunk as checked 
by photographs - 1 CA, 1 DD, 2 ODD, 3 LSM, 1 DE, 6 AK and 4 AO. 
(The preliminary report listed 1 CA, 4 ODD or APD, 1 DD, 9 AK, 

1 AO ). There were 15 ships damaged or further damaged, plus 
damage to 3 landing craft and 10 luggers. Of the 15, 3 were 

wrecked on the beach and 2 others were believed sunk. 

ARCHERFISH (33-311) at 2310 (I) 28 Nov reported contacting 
1 CV together with 4 escorts (SW of TOKYO). 

54 B-29 1 s from INDIA bases bombed BANGKOK reporting the 
destruction of numerous installations. 

Reports received on the SAN ANTONIO £2 mission stated that 
55 B-29’s bombed the TOKYO dock and urban areas which was the 
secondary target. The NAKAJIKA-KASA3HIN0 Aircraft plant which 
was the primary objective was closed in. Bombing was made from 
30,000 to 33 } 000 feet, results being generally unobserved but 
heavy black smoke was seen to break through the overcast at 
21,000 feet. 1 B-29 was ditched S of HONSHU and 21 other B-29’s 
scheduled to take part failed to reach the target for reasons 
unreported. Admiral Nimitz and^Admiral Sherman returned from 
conference on Mainland. 



28 November (Oahu date) 

Reports indicate that on the 27th at LEYTE, in addition 
to the COLORADO and 3T.LOUIS, the MARYLAND (BB-46) and MONTPELIER 
(CL-57) were also hit by suicide planes. The extent of the damage 
is not presently clear. There are indications that the battle 
efficiency of the MARYLAND is somewhat impaired. The MONTPELIER 
appears to have been less seriously damaged. In this attack the 
radar screen showed nothing but friendly planes when three groups 
of enemy planes attacked. 13 Of these planes were shot down. 

Enemy air activity was heavy in the LEYTE area during the 
26th and 27th. 35 Enemy planes were over our ground positions 

and surface forces. One Japanese plane made a dive on a floating 
drydock (ARD-19) in which the ROSS (DD-563) was docked. The plane 
crashed and hit both the ARD and the DD. The estimate of the 
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damage has not been fully reported; 3 men are missing and 14 
injured. 

During the raid mentioned above another enemy plane dived 
on an SC in the LEYTE GULP area. 

ARCHER FISH (SS-311) reports sinking one large CV of the 
HAYATAKA class one hundred miles south of SASEBO. Earlier in the 
day the ARCHER FISH reports sinking an I-Class submarine 90 miles 
Si!, of TOKYO BAY with one torpedo (29 Nov (I)). One prisoner was 
picked up from this enemy submarine. 

CinCPOA 292349 (pink) summarizes to CinCSWPA the formers 
estimate of the situation. 

CTF 38 220615 outlines the policy for replenishing complements 

of air groups and squadrons. 

BomCom 21 (Brig Gen Hansell((pink) outlines proposed B-29 
strike on Empire for night of 29 Nov (I). "Brooklyn ONE”. 

Despatch states that a maximum daylight strike will be made 
against the NAKAJIMA (OTU) Factory on 1 Dec. This will be mission 
’’Montgomery ONE”. 

CTF 77 291431 (pink) outlines to CinCS/VPA the increase of 
enemy air strength on MINDANAO. 

29 November ( Oahu date) 

Reports from CinCSWPA dated 30 Nov state that in a two day 
and night battle our fighters sank or destroyed 13 ships attempting 
to bring reinforcements to LEYTE. 3 AP f s of 750 tons and 4 AP’s 
of 1,000 tons - 2,000 tons loaded with an estimated 4,000 troops 
were sunk prior to their entry into 0RM0C BAY. 2 of 3 Freighter 
Transports of 5,000 to 8,000 tons made port and partially unloaded 
before being destroyed. The other 3 vessels, DD’s escorting the 
transports, were sunk at an undisclosed location. 

A corrected report has been received relative to the suicide 
attack on the MARYLAND. It was reported that the MARYLAND was hit 
on the 2*|th but supplementary report indicates it was the 29th (I). 

The AULICK (DD-569) was hit by a bomb in the bridge area 
on the 29th. The SAUFLEY (DD- 465 ) sustained minor damage in an 
attack of the same kind. At least 5 planes were shot down or 
crashed into ships in this attack. 
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29 November (Oahu date)(continued) 

PAMPANITO (SS-383) reports sinking an AK and damaging another 
on 18 Nov. On 29 Nov this submarine fired 6 torpedoes at a convoy 
consisting of 2 AO’s, 2 AK’s and 4 DS’s south of HAINAN. 

Principal resistance was reported to have ceased at PSLELIU 
on 27 Nov. 

On the 30th 24 B-29*s bombed the TOKYO industrial area by 
radar through a solid overcast. 66 Tons of bombs were dropped on 
the targets the results being unobserved in all cases. AA was 
meagre at 25,000 to 30,000 feet. 

CominCh 261935 states that 7th Fleet should constitute 
a board to survey and recommend the estimate to which the LEYTE 
area can be developed. 

CTF 95 220121 outlines the effort that has been made during 

Nov against targets in the MARIANAS NANPO-SHOTO area. 

CinCSWPA 270831 (pink) sets forth agreement reached with 
3rd Fleet representatives covering M-l Operation. 

Com3rdFlt 260700 (pink) outlines maximum number of days that 
can be expected at anchor if L-3 and M-l are carried out as per 
schedule. 

CinCSV4PA 271312 (pink) sets forth plan for 3rd Fleet 
participation in L-3 Operation. 

MACARTHUR 290842 (pink) summarizes his estimate of the 
situation and requests SubCom SEAC to strike the MALAY PENINSULA 
in coordination with the MINDORO Operation. 

CominCh 291923 advises that War Department plans to assign 
Major Gen. Charles H. Corlett to conduct planning and be available 
to command Army troops in operations against the KURILES. 
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30 November (Oahu date) 

TG's 38.1, RAdm Montgomery; 38.2, RAdm Clark; 38.3 RAdm 
Sherman. have been ordered to ULITHI to be ready for sea 
11 Dec (i). A new temporary TG has been formed, 38.5 with 
RAdm Bogan in the LEXINGTON as CTG. They have been ordered 
to operate N of ULITHI until further orders. 

Destroyer Division 22 (4 DD’s) made a second sweep 
of the CAMOTES SEA area on the night of 29-30 Nov. No 
important contacts were made at 0RM0C BAY. 

HAKE (SS-256) reported 1 CV, 3 DD f s west of MANILA on 
the 30th. 
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CinCSWPA reports that on 1 Dec fighters and medium bombers 
sank 1 9,000 ton AP loaded with troops and three small freighter- 

transports also loaded with troops in the vicinity of 0RM0C BAY. 

An 8,000 ton AK and 1 DD were also hit and prevented from un¬ 
loading. These attacks were in the vicinity of MA3BATE - CEBU. 

IW0 JTMA was hit on the 29th by 28 B-24’s and again on the 
30th by another group of 23 B-24's. On each strike from 2 to 4 
enemy planes intercepted; no serious damage to Blue planes. 

CinCSWPA 301311 (pink) sets forth the deferrment of the 
MINDORO Operation to 15 Dec and the LUZON Operation to 9 Jan. 

CinCPOA 010230 (pink) assigns Photo Group 2 to temporary 
operational control of CTF 95. 

CinCPOA 010309 (pink) outlines request directed to 20th 
Bomber Command for coordination prior to LUZON Operation. 


Naval Base EWAJALEIN Atoll was established 1 December 1944. 


1 December (Oahu date) 






Activity in the LEYTE area appears to have been quiet. 
Reports indicate that several destroyers were attacked by tor¬ 
pedoes, but no damage was inflicted. 


CTF 77 (VAdm Kinkaid) in his dispatch 011246 outlines his 
OpPlan 18-44 setting forth the landing at 0RM0C scheduled for 
7 December (D-day). 


CinCPOA 020313 (pink) sets up TF 93, The Strategic Air Force 
P0A, with Lieutenant General M. F. Harmon as CTF 93. 

CinCSWPA 020900 (pink) outlines to CG USAF CHINA the M-l and 
L-3 operations. 

DepCom 20th AF 020205 (pink) outlines the support to be given 
by 20th Bomber Command and 21st Bomber Command in support of LUZON 
operation. 
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1 December (Oahu date) - Continued - 

ComAirPac 020254 states the proposed plan to implement 
employment of Marine VKF squadrons on CV’s. 

2 December (Oahu date) 

On the night of 2/3 December ComDesDiv 120 in the ALLEN M. 
SUMNER (DD-692), together with the MOALE (DD-693) and COOPER 
(DD-695), made a sweep of the CAMOTES SEA against enemy supply 
vessels and transports. Our force was under continuous air 
attack from numerous planes throughout the night. The SUMNER 
claimed shooting down 6 planes plus 1 probable. About midnight 
off ORMOC TOkVN this DesDiv picked up an enemy force of undeter¬ 
mined composition. 2 or 3 Ships, including 1 DE or APD, were 
taken under fire during which time our force was still under 
heavy air attack. One enemy ship was believed to have been sunk 

and another damaged. The COOPER (DD-695) was observed to have 
broken in two as a result of either a torpedo hit or a possible 
collision with a floating nine. /Then last seen the COOPER 
appeared to have broken in two with the bow and stern in the air 
and the bridge awash. There were no survivors. Heavy air attacks 
forced the other DD's to withdraw. 

U3S HOPE (AH-7) reported that at 1600 on the 3rd (I) she 
was attacked by an enemy plane 130 miles east of 0SIARGA0 ISLAND. 

A torpedo passed 300 yards astern and exploded at the end of its 
run. The plane departed after it made the run. 

On the 3rd (I) 84 B-29’s bombed the MU3A3HIN0 Aircraft 
Plant just west of TOKYO. One Squadron reported medium fires 
and observed 25$ of the bombs on the target. Two other Squadrons 
observed huge fires. Fighter opposition was reported as being 
slight by 2 squadrons, moderate by 2 and heavy by 2. Preliminary 
report indicates that 5 planes were missing. 

CominCh 021258 states that requirements for carrier aircraft 
complements have been increased, which will necessitate assignment 
of VMF squadrons temporarily assigned to Com7thFlt. 

CinCPOA 022024 (pink) requested all out air attack against 
IvVO LIMA by the Strategic Air Force coupled with a surface daylight 
bombardment. 

ComGenl4th Air Force 030735 (pink) outlines coordinated 
operations for the MINDORO Operation. 

CinCPOA 030215 (pink) requests concurrence in announcing 
19 Feb and 1 April as the new target dates for the 1.70 LIMA and 
OKINAvVA Operations. 

ARNOLDS 022158 (pink) states that the 20th and 21st Bomber 
Commands will support operations as outlined by CinCPOA*s request 
therefore. 
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3 December (Oahu date) 

A report has been received from Com7thFlt that Dumbos (PEY’s) 
with P-47 escorts picked up 5 officers and 92 enlisted men from 
the COOPER (DD-695) which was sunk in the CAM0TE3 SEA on the 
night of 2/3 December. 

PAIIPANITO (SS-383) reported the following results from 

4 submarines: 


SEARAVEN (SS-196) sank 1 large AP, 1 AO, damaged large AO. 
SEACAT (SS—399) sank 1 large AO. 

PIPEFISH (S3-388) 1 timed hit in large AK. 

PAKPANITO (SS-383) 4 torpedoes fired at large AO, results 


not observed 


MacArthur 041230 (pink) covers a request for cover by Third 
Fleet during MTNDORO Operation. 

Admiral Fraser 030731 (pink) outlines future plans of Eastern 
Fleet and states that he will arrive Pearl Harbor about 18 Dec. 

Com3rdFlt 010900 (pink) refers to immediate operations of 
3rd Fleet. 



4 December (Oahu date) 

A further report from TF 77 indicates that Dumbos have 
picked up 8 officers and 130 enlisted men from the COOPER (DD695). 
The Commanding Officer was among those rescued. 

BLUEGILL (SS-242) reports summary of patrol: Sunk 2 AH's, 

7500 tons each; 1 AP, 4000 tons; 1 small craft 1500 tons. 

An amplification of the 3rd TOYKO strike by B-29*s has been 
received. 9 Enemy intercepting planes were destroyed, 14 
probably destroyed and 13 damaged. There were approximately 
220 fighter attacks on the E-29's. 2of the bombs dropped 

hit the primary target, the MUSASHINC Aircraft Factory west of 
TOKYO. 

CTF 93 Gen Harmon 050722 (pink) outlines the plan for the 
all out attack on I'.VO JIMA scheduled for 7 Dec, east longitude 
date. Heavy air attacks will be carried out in the morning 
and early afternoon and bombardment by CruDiv 5 will commence 
shortly thereafter. 

RICHARD30H f s 051024 (pink) outlines tentative availability 
of certain units to be employed in DETACHMENT and ICEBERG 
Operations. ^ 
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5 December (Oahu date) 


^ DECLASSIFIED 

Authority: EO 12958, as amended 
HQ USEUCOM 


2 DD's were hit by suicide crashes in the LEYTE area 
on the 5th. KUGFORD (DD 389) was hit by either one or two 
attacking planes. The ship was hit amidships and left dead 
in the water. Later, however, she was able to proceed under 
he own power with the No. 2 fire room reported out of com¬ 
mission. DRAYTON (DD 366) was hit by a plane on the No. 1 
5" gun, putting it out of commission. No. 1 magazine was 
flooded to stop the fire but was later reported to be dry. 

Also on the 5th, one of our convoys of 33 ships and 
5 escorts, 70 miles E of SIARGAO ISLAND was attacked by 
3 enemy torpedo planes. 2 torpedo hits were reported by 
the SS ANTOINE SAURGRAINE, a 10,000-ton AK. The personnel 
were reported being removed and the ship abandoned. Another 
ship in the same convoy was reported to have been hit but 
the identity of this ship is not yet known. 

Cincpoa 060049 (pink) addressed to Cominch, advises 
that withdrawal of VTIF squadrons from SoYesPac was not con¬ 
templated for employment aboard fast carriers. 

Cominch 052032 (pink) advises that Joint Chiefs of 
Staff have concurred in and authorized announcement of the 
deferred target dates for IW0 JIMA and OKINAWA operations. 

MacArthur 060159 (pink) outlines cover and support 
by 3rd Fleet desired for LUZON operation. 

Com3rdFlt 060202 (pink) makes recommendations for employ¬ 
ment of 3rd Fleet in support of LUZON operation. 

• 

War Dept 051521 (pink) outlines acceptance by War Dept 
of FILBAS Agreement. 

Cum-, 

f 


6 December (Oahu date) 

Reports have been received that in the same action the 
DD’s MUGF0RD (DD-389) and DRAYTON (DD-366) were hit on the 
5th, LCM 20 and L3T 23 were also hit by suicide dives. The 
LSM was burned and later sank while the L3T suffered extensive 
damage. 

The number of officers and men rescued to date from the 
COOPER (DD-695) now totals 10 officers and 190 enlisted men 
with reports from guerillas indicating that there are 30 additional 
survivors on the west coast of LEYTE. 
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6 December (Oahu date)(Cont’d) 


DECLASSIFIED 

Authority: EO 12958, as amended 
HQ USEUCOM 


At SAIPAN on the 7th in the early morning (0400 to 0540 
minus 10) 10 Bettys made attacks on TANAPAG HARBOR and ISELY 
FIELD. 1 B-29 was destroyed and 2 badly damaged. 6 Planes 
were shot down by AA. The first warning of the low level attack 
came from a radar picket DD 100 miles north of SAIPAN. 

DepCom20thAF 050048 (pink) outlines the Code Names for 
future missions. 


ComGenAAFPOA 070335 (pink) outlines proposal of squadrons 
to be employed in reconnaissance. 

CinCPOA 070638 (pink) covers instructions to 3rd Fleet 
relative to L-3 (MINDORO) Operation. 

CinCPOA. 070554 (pink) answers proposal of CinCSWPA relative 
to 3rd Fleet operations. 

Arnold’s 051411 outlines present plans for assignment of 
certain VLR units. 


I 

7 December (Oahu date) 

In the CAM0TES and VISAYAN SEAS on the 7th two air- 
surface engagements took place. Our surface forces were 
landing troops 3 miles south of 0RM0C and were heavily attacked 
by enemy planes. The damage inflicted on our forces was as 
follows: 

WARD (AFD 16): Seriously hit during a dive-bombing 

attack at 0950, abandoned and sunk by our gunfire. 

MAHAN (DD 364 ): Badly damaged and sunk by our gunfire. 

LIDDLE (APD 60): A suicide dive on the bridge structure 
killed and wounded an unknown number of men. 
Reported able to proceed under own power with 
emergency steering aft. Tug standing by. 

WALKS (DD 723): Reported afire. Extent of damage unknown. 

O’BRIEN (DD 725): ” " " » " " 

LAMS0N (DD 367 ): Fired from a hit on the bridge at 1630. 

The fire was apparently under control. Being towed 
back to LEYTE. 

LST 737: Minor damage from a hit forward during the 1630 
suicide and dive-bombing attack. 

The LEYTE-bound J^anese convoy consisted of 13 ships (4 
AK’s, 2 AP’s, and 7 DD’s and DE’s. These were sighted 10 miles 
W of the N tip of LEYTE at 0750 (I) 7 December by our search 
planes. Convoy had strong air cover. Reports indicate that 
our planes sank all 13 ships with a resultant loss of an esti¬ 
mated 4,000 enemy troops. Our search planes reported sighting 
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7 December (Oahu date - cont’d) 

the burning and sinking remnants of the convoy late in the 
day. On a final sweep 6 small craft loaded with troops were 
sunK by our planes off the NW coast of LEYTE. Our plane 
losses were reported to be 5, with all pilots being rescued. 
Enemy planes shot down during the day numbered 62 with 52 
being shot down by our fighters and 10 by ships’ AA. 

?So m ?£f? eS TRE ? AN(J (SS 412) ’ 3EGU1ID0 (SS 398), and RAZOR- 
BACK ISo 394) were involved in a 3-hour running battle with 
a /-ship enemy convoy en route to the PHILIPPINES (18-54N 
124-47E) resulting in the following: 

TREPANG: Sank 1 large AO, 1 large AP, 2 large AK's. 
SEGUNDO: Sank 1 large AK, 1 AS, damaged large AP, later 
sunk by RAZORBACK. 3 hits in 1 DD. 


DECLASSIFIED 

Authority. E012958, as amended 
HQ USEUCOM 


A corrected report has been received on the final casual¬ 
ties of the COOPER (DD 695): Survivors - 10 officers, 158 
enlisted men; wounded - 3 officers, 27 enlisted; missing - 
10 officers, 181 enlisted. 


The land situation at LEYTE as a result of the ORMOC 
reinforcement is reported as follows: The 77th Division of 
the 24th Corps has landed in ORMOC HARBOR in the enemy’s rear. 

In an amphibious operation with air and naval support, the 
troops went ashore 3 miles south of ORMOC and are rapidly 
advancing northward. The movement caught the enemy unawares 
on the west with his reserves already largely committed to 
meet our converging attacks from the north, east, and south. 

ground resistance to the landing was in conseouence negli¬ 
gible and we had practically no ground losses. By this maneuver 
we have seized the center of the YAMASHITA LINE from the rear 
and have split the enemy’s forces in two, isolating those in 
the valley to the north from those along the coast to the south. 
Both segments are now caught between our columns which are 
pressing in from all fronts. In a desparate attempt at diver¬ 
sion, .the.enemy landed parachute troops during the night in 
the vicinity of SAN PABLO. Approximately 200 men were dropped, 
the majority of whom have been killed. Some sabotage damage 
was accomplished but the effort was a feeble one and promptly 
rendered abortive. 


An all-out attack was made on IW0 JTMA on the 8th, con¬ 
sisting of a fighter sweep, air bombardment, and surface bom¬ 
bardment. 28 P-38’s, 82 B-29’s, and 102 B-24’s struck in the 
morning and early afternoon. Bombardment by cruisers and 
destroyers followed. The weather over the target was bad and 
the majority of the bombing was done by radar. Evaluation 
and assessment of bombardment and bombing results will be 
available when photo reconnaissance of the target is made. 
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7 December (Oahu date - cont'd) 

CTF 77 071156 (pink) discusses shore-based air cover 
for the CVE’s during the MINDORO operation. 

CTF 77 071038 summarizes landing operations at ORMOC 
BAY on 7 December. 


Effective 10 December Rear Admiral C. T. Durgin has been 
nominated as Commander Escort Carrier Force (EsCarFor) which 
will comprise all Pacific Fleet CVE’s less those assigned 
ComCarTransRonPac and those employed in training. 


8 December (Oahu date) 



TG’s 38.1, RAdm Montgomery; 38.2, RAdm Bogan; 38.3, 

RAdm Sherman; are scheduled to depart ULITHI 10 December for 
the forthcoming operation. 

MAHAN (DD- 364 ) in an amplified report states that she was 
hit by 3 suicide dives and was abandoned because of uncontrolled 
fires and an exploding magazine. One officer and 5 enlisted 
men are reported missing. The ship was sunk by our gunfire. 

SEA DEVIL (S3-400) on the morning of the 9th made two 
timed hits on a task force west of KYUSHU. 


REDFI3H (33-395), about an hour and a half later, made 2 
hits on a large carrier believed to be the same ship attacked 
by the SEA DEVIL approximately in the same location ( west of 
KYUSHU). 

BE3UG0 (S3-321) summarizes 2nd war patrol. .Arrived 
FREMANTLE 4 Dec. Results observed: 1 AO, 5000 tons; 1 barge, 
3000 tons; probably sunk: 1 large AK, 7500 tons. 

BLACKFIN (S3-322) summarizes her first war patrol. Arrived 
FRSM2NTLE 4 Dec. Sunk: 1 AK, 4000 tons; damaged: 1 large A0. 


An undetermined number of Japanese paratroopers landed on 
BAYUG airfield, LEYTE. They succeeded in destroying some Blue 
planes on BAYUG field. 

Amplified reports from the IY/0 JIMA strike of 8 Dec indicate 
that 79 B-29's were airborne, 15 aborted and 62 dropped 620 tons 
of bombs on the targets. Photographs taken on the 8th show all 
IW0 JIMA runways inoperative with 5 to 20 craters in each. 

On the 6th, 7th and 8th a total of 107 B-24’s from bases in 
the PALAUS attacked PHILIPPING targets. 


An amplified report has been received on the damage inflicted 
by a predawn raid on SAIPAN on the 7th. Report indicated that 
the 10 Bettys which attacked destroyed 3 B-29's, estensively 
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DECLASSIFIED 
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damaged 3 more and ini'licted minor damage on 3 others. 
Probably 7 of the enemy planes were shot down. 

On the 7th 20th Bomber Command carried out an attack on 
MUKDEN. 108 B-29’s were airborne with 87 out of this group 
dropping 286 tons of bombs on the Manchuria Aircraft Company 
which was the primary target. 26 Enemy fighters are claimed 
to have been destroyed, 13 probably and 24 damaged. ,7e lost 
6 B-29’s in this mission. 


ARNOLD’S 072333 (pink) states that he is concerned regarding 
enemy raids on MARIANAS and requests that every effort be made 
to insure the most effective defense of 3-29 bases. 


MACARTHUR 090556 sets forth the missions and coordination 
of 3rdFlt carrier based aircraft and S'.VP aircraft for the L-3 
Operation. (Mindoro). 




9 December (Oahu date) 


Final report has been received regarding the bomb tonnage 
dropped by aircraft on I',VO JIMA on the 8th. 89 B-24’s dropped 
a total of 194 tons and E-29’s dropped a total of 596 tons 
making a total of 790 tons in all. 


Heavy strikes were carried out against HALMAHERA on the 
4th and 5th. On the 4th 100 B-25’s made strikes against the 
airfields and again on the 5th 65 B-24's made a similar strike. 


At the entrance to LEYTE GULF on the 10th, 8 Bettys attacked 
2 CL’s and accompanying DD’s. No damage was done to the ships 
and one enemy plane was shot down. 


/in amplified report of the air engagement over the convoy 
in the CAM0TE3 SEA on the 7th indicates that a total of 65 enemy 
planes were shot down (37 VF, 14 VB, 1 FP and 13 unidentified 
planes). Our losses were one P-47 and 3 F4U’s. 


BomCom 24 082315 (pink) sets forth his plan for support 
of the MINDORO Operation. On 13 Dec. he plans to carry out a 
daylight bombing on the EMPIRE provided weather permits. 

DepCom 20th Air Force 100918 (pink) answers ComGenArmy Air 
forces despatch relative to defense of MARIANAS. 


Joint Staff Planners, Washington, 091431 (pink) outlines 
objectives currently being studied regarding future operations, 


^V fa* 
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10 December 


0 

(Oahu date) 


DECLASSIFIED 

Authority: E0 12958, as amended 
HQ USEUCOM 


On the 11th at 0840 ComDesRon 14 reported that the REID 
(DD-3o9), escorting a convoy enroute to ORMAC, was hit by a 
suicide dive bomber, one of 10 attacking planes, at 10 N 124- 
50 E. The REID was reported to have sunk in two minutes. 

Another suicide plane crashed 20 feet off the bow of the 
CALD .ELL (DD-605), negligible damage was reported and the 
remainder of the convoy was undamaged. 152 Survivors of the 
Ll..I j were rescued including the Captain and 13 other officers. 

Preliminary report of the bombardment of 17/0 LIMA on 8 
Dec by CTG 94.9 (CruDiv 5 and DD’s) indicate that firing 
commenced at 1347 K (-10) and ceased at 1457 K. 5 Fires were 
reported to have been started. No damage to our ships or 
personnel was inflicted by air or shore batteries. Only 4 
splashes were observed near our ships. 

3Ea CAT (.33-399) sank a tanker off the coast of IND0 CHINA. 

This tanker had been previously damaged by the 3EARAVSN (33-196). 

SEA 0.»L (83-405) at 0900 GCT on the 10th sank a large DE 
west of the northern tip of KYUSHU. 

I./0 LIMA was bombed on the 10th by 24 B-24’s. Results were 
unobserved as there was a heavy overcast at 17,000 feet. 

Single B-29's attacked the TOKYO dock and industrial areas 
on the 9th, 10th and 11th. No interception by enemy aircraft was 
reported although a number of airborne planes were detected by 
radar. The first plane over TOKYO (the 9th) reported that the target 
was only partly blacked out. On the 10 tn and 11 th planes reported^ 
complete blackout. A number of fires were observed, some visible 
for a distance of 90 miles. 

CominCh 091309 (pink) announces that Admiralty has authorized 
Admiral Fraser to make strikes on the SUMATRAN Oil Refineries, 

MALAY PENINSULA and SINGAPORE areas as desired by CinCPac and 
CinCSWPA. 


MARSHALL'S 101436 outlines directive of the President that 
no political decisions may be made with French Military Mission 
attached to Southeast Asia Command. 


< Joint Chiefs of Staff 100345 outlines a memorandum from the 
President to the Joint Chiefs of Staff regarding the congestion 
of shipping in the various theaters of war. 


CinCSWPA 090557Z states that SWPA long range search planes 
will provide coverage of the FORMOSA area by S minus 15 . / 
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11 December (Oahu date) 


Authority; EO 12958, as amended 
HQ USEUCOM 


DECLASSIFIED 


On 10 December while carrying out picket duty in 3URIGA0 
STRAIT, the HUGHES (DD-410) was hit amidships by a 
suicide crash dive. The engine and fire rooms were flooded, 
however, the ship is being towed to SAN PEDRO Harbor. Reports 
indicate that 7 were killed and 15 wounded with 1 missing. 

At 1650 on the 10th 4 PT Boats also in SURIGAO STRAIT, 
were attacked by 4 enemy fighters. 2 Of these planes made 
suicide dives hitting one PT Boat (//323) and barely missing 
another one (PT 528). PT Boat 323 was badly damaged but is 
still afloat. 1 Officer was killed, 1 missing and 11 men 
were wounded. 

HARDHEAD (33-365) arrived FREMANTLE on 5 December from 
war patrol reported having sunk 1 large tanker and 1 DE for 
a total of 9800 tons sunk and reported damaging one large 
AK of 7500 tons. 

Our fighters on the 11th in the VISAYAN SEA attacked a 
16 ship enemy convoy off the NW Coast of LEYTE. It was reported 
that this convoy consisted of 6 AK's, 5 DD f s and 5 DE’s. 2 
AK’s and 1 DD were reported damaged by near misses and further 
reports indicate that attacks on this force are continuing. 

The convoy was escorted by 20-30 enemy fighters of which 10 
were definitely shot down and 3 probably destroyed. 


On the 10th air activity was heavy in the LEYTE Area. 

At least 50 P-47's, P-40’s and F4U’s attacked enemy positions 
in and around the 0RM0C Area. 12 Enemy aircraft plus 4 probables 
were shot down. 

At I.VO LIMA on the 11th photographs showed that all 
runways are operative except 1 strip on field 7 fl. There were 
16 operational aircraft observed on the island and 29 small- 
craft visible in the harbor. I;V0 JIMA was hit on this date 
(11th) by 28 P-24's. Reports indicate that the bombing altitude 
was 19,000 feet with 90^ of the bombs hitting the target area. 

14th Air Force photographs of 6 airfields in FORMOSA, 
taken on the 10th, show a total of 414 aircraft on these fields. 
The largest number of aircraft observed on any one field was 
at TAINAN, numbering 127. 

14th Air Force, on 8 November, struck H0NK0NG with 
14 P-51*s. 4 Planes were destroyed on the ground near H0NK0NG 
and two ships were sunk and 5 or 6 other craft left burning. 


IV" 
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12 December (Oahu date) 


DECLASSIFIED 

Authority: E012958, as amended 
HQ USEUCOM 


.On 13 December at 1513 the CL NASHVILLE was damaged by a 
suicide dive. The damage appears to have been inflicted at a 
position just south of NEGROS ISLAND. The NASHVILLE was the 
flagship of CTG 78.3 (RAdn Sturble). After the crash the 
NASHVILLE together V/ith the STANLEY (DD-478)was directed to 
return to LEYTE. RAdm Sturble transferred his flag to the 
DASHIELL (DD-659). Preliminary reports of casualties indicate 
that Captain.Abdill, Chief of Staff CTG 78.3 was killed. 

Eurther details will be reported when received. 

CALDvSLL (DD-605)was hit by another suicide plane crash on 
the morning of the 12th. This destroyer was escorting a supply 
echelon to ORMOC BAY at the time it was hit. Reports indicate 
that she was able to return to SAN PEDRO BAY under her own power. 

Report from CinCSWPA indicates that on the 12th our planes 
sank 3 enemy AP's of 10,000, 5,000 and 4,000 tons plus 3 DD's 
off the northwest tip of LEYTE. One additional DD plus 2 
medium AP's were observed dead in the water and left burning. 

50 Jap planes were shot down on the same day(l2th). Our losses 
numbered 8 VE. 

.Another report indicates that fighters attacked 2 large 
AP's and 2 DD's in the VI3AYAN SEA just south of NASBATE. 

A strike by the 21st Bomber Command was carried out on the 
13th. The primary target was the Nitsubishi Aircraft Plant 
at NAGOYA in southern HONSHU. 90 B-29's took part in this 
attack with approximately 60 planes bombing the primary target 
and about 30 bombing the city of NAGOYA. The bombings took 
place between 1400 and 1500. Interception was only moderate 
and heavy explosions and huge fires were reported to have been 
observed. 

CinCPOA's 102325 (pink) outlines redefined responsibilities 
of Commander Service Squadron TEN. 

CTF 77 130420 sets forth the establishment of TG 77.14 
(RAdm Chandler) and outlines employment thereof. 

CinCPac 130650 outlines estimate of the situation just 
prior to the IHND0R0 Operation. 
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Authority: E0 12958, as amended 
HQ USEUCOM 
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13 December (Oahu date) 

The strike on LUZON by planes from TF 38 , in support of 
the MINDORO operation, was carried out the morning of the 
14th (I). Complete tactical surprise was reported in their 
sweep of the LUZON airfields. Preliminary incomplete reports 
of the first 3 of 6 scheduled strikes indicate the following: 

13 enemy aircraft (air borne) destroyed: 77 planes destroyed 
on the ground, 37 planes damaged by strafing. Partial photo 
coverage, supplemented by pilot sightings indicate 300 planes 
on the LUZON fields, with 45 operational at CLARK FIELD in the 
first strike. 

A report has been received from the CALDvVELL (DD 605 ) 
stating that 34 officers and men were killed and missing and 
34 wounded. 

Reports have been received amplifying those previously 
received stating that on the 10th in LEYTE GULF, suicide attacks 
sank W. LADD (XAK) and LCT 1075. 

The HARaDEN (DB 5^5) was damaged by an air attack the 
evening of the 13 th 30 miles SW of NEGROS. The extent of the 
damage was not reported. 

A corrected report indicates that 74 B-24’s bombed the 
MITSUBISHI plant on the 13th instead of the previously reported 
60 planes bombing that target. 

Com3rdFlt 132305 (pink) answers Cincpac's estimate of the 
situation and advises that he will keep Cincpac fully informed. 

CominCh 131253 and 131654 (pinks) refer to proposed con¬ 
ference with British Eastern Fleet representati 


14 December (Oahu date) 

Com3rdFlt reports that photo coverage and sightings indicate 
that 664 planes were in the LUZON area on the 14 th. Many of these, 
however, may have been previously damaged. The continuous combat 
air patrol over LUZON, both night and day, was reported to have 
been especially effective. 

Casualty report resulting from the suicide crash on the 
NASHVILLE numbered 141 killed, ( 16 officers and 125 men plus 191 
wounded),(16 Officers and 175 enlisted). Of the officers killed 
on the ship 2 were ships company, 5 attached to the Amphibious 
Corps and 9 reported as being Staff members. 
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DECLASSIFIED 

Authority: E0 12958, as amended 
HQ USEUCOM 


14 December (Oaliu date) Cont'd) 

GTF 77 (VAdm Kinkaid) reports that during daylight on the 
14th there were intermediate air attacks while enroute to 
MINDORO but there were no casualties resulting therefrom. 

In SAN P3DR0 Harbor on the 14th a plane ( presumed to be 
friendly) approached low over SAMAR and crashed into the 
HMS BI3H0PDALE an 8,000 ton AO while she was at anchor. 

Gom5th Air Force reports that preliminary results showed 
that between 90 and 100 enemy planes were destroyed in the 
VISAYAN area. 

On the 14th the 20th Bomber command (Brig Gen Lellay) reports 
that 34 B-29*s bombed BANGKOK and 13 bombed RANGOON. Results 
were recorded to have been excellent. There was very little 
fighter interception but 4 planes bombing the RANGOON area are 
missing. 

Com3rdFlt 150215 (pink) Outlines preliminary results of 
3rdFlt Operations on the 14th. Despatch further states that 
operations will continue against LUZON area on the 15th and 
again on the 16th unless General MacArthur states that further 
strikes will be unnecessary. 

ARNOLD’S 132226 (pink) states that weather forecast over 
southern Japan until 19 December precludes operations by 20th 
Bomber Command in support of MINDORO Operation. At earliest 
date weather permits operations will be perfor~' J ’ 



15 December (Oahu date) 

Task Force 38 , after 3 days of successful strikes on the 
LUZON area is retiring to fuel. After fueling they will operate 
east of LUZON and will make strikes on call. 

Reports from 7thFlt indicate that the MINDORO attack force 
is retiring according to schedule. No further casualties are 
mentioned. 

A partial count of enemy planes destroyed during the 3 day 
attack by the planes of TF 38 against LUZON Airfields totals 
235; an additional 138 v/ere damaged. 99 Bnemy airfields were 
covered during the 3 day operation. 

Attacks on shipping by planes of TF 38 resulted in the 
following claims: Sunk; 1 medium AO, 1 medium AK, 1 small AK. 
Burned and gutted - 3 or 4 small AK’s. Fired - 5 small AK’s. 
Beached and burning - 1 large AP and 1 medium A0. Damaged - 
3 DD's, 1 DD or DS, 1 .AP, 1 large .AK, 1 small AK. Total 
Destroyed: 6 or 7 ships; Total Damaged - 15 ships. 
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15 December (Oah u date) (Cont’d) 


^ DECLASSIFIED 

Authority: E0 12958, as amended 
HQ USEUCOM 


At I/O I IMA on the 15th 31 B-24's dropped 68 tons from 
19,000 feet. The target was the airfield area. 1 of 4 intercepting 
fighters was shot down and moderate accurate AA caused minor 
damage to 7 B-24*s. 

The landing on MINDORO appears to have achieved complete 
tactical surprise. Only minor opposition was reported. 

./edemeyer 150514 (pink) outlines support by 14th Air Force 
during M-l Operation. 

Marshall 150009 (pink) concerns command relationship 
between British Fleet units and CinCSWPA. 

CinCPOA 160003 outlines to ComGenPOA that the terms of the 
Filbas agreement shall be strictly adhered to. 


n 

16 December (Oahu date) 

Submarine reports have been received indicating that 
2 SB’s, 1 CA, 2 CL f s and an undetermined number of DD’s left 
EAMRANH BAY at 0800 on the 17th (I). The reports state that 
the course of this Task Force was 130? 

TF 38 is operating east of LUZON. 

xt eport from the 7thFlt indicates that naval forces returning 
from the MINDORO Operation suffered no further damage than that 
already reported. The last units of this force should clear 
SURAGAO STRAITS 18 December (I). 

HOV/SRTH (DD-592) reports moderate damage suffered by 2 
suicide plane crashes in MARGAIN BAY (MINDORO). 

Photographs of the Mitsubishi Aircraft Plant at NAGOYA, 
which was bombed by 70 B-29’s on the 13th show that substantial 
damage was inflicted on this target. The main assembly or machine 
shop was totally destroyed; ^another assembly plant was 20$ damaged 
and minor assembly units 75$ damaged. 

FINBACK (33-230) reported sinking a medium AK or AO early 
in the morning of the 16th 30 miles south of MUICO LIMA (BONINS). 

ComGen 20th Air Force 140220 and BomCom 21 130520 sets forth 

various code words for specific targets. 
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Authority: E0 12958, as amended 
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16 December (Oahu date) (Cont’d) HUUhtUCOM 

MARSHALL’S 152315 outlines subsequent redeployment of 
Army forces after the defeat of Germany, effective as of 31 
March 45. 


COMGENAAJTPOA 170135 states tnat original plan for operation 
4 VLR Groups from each occupied islana in the MARIANAS will be 
adhered to unless hostile air operations necessitate the 
temporary dispersion of a portion of the 73rd Bombardment ./ing. 
Also recommends that no change be made in present plans to 
provide facilities for a minimum of 4 VLR Groups on TINIAN 
4 VLR Groups on GUAM. 



and 
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TF 38 is still operating to the east of LUZON but has 
been bothered considerably by bad weather which has prevented 
refueling. 

CinCSWPA has requested that strikes be made by TF 38 on the 
19th, 20th and 21st. Com3rdFlt replied that he would be unable 
to make strikes on the 19th because of unfavorable weather 
conditions. 

Com3rdFlt has reported final results for the LUZON sweeps 
of the 14th and 15th, with a partial summary for the 16th: 

Enemy planes destroyed in the air 61 

(47 single-engine, 11 twin-engine, 3 float planes, 

1 Emily near force). 

Enemy planes destroyed on the ground 208 

(67 single-engine, 40 twin-engine, 23 float planes, 

28 unidentified. Only planes seen or photographed 
as burning were counted. Of 138 operational planes 
photographed on Clarke Field, only 12 were seen to 
burn.) 


cirj g - ^ 

17 December iOahu date) 


TOTAL DESTROYED 

Enemy planes damaged on the ground 

TOTAL DESTROYED or DAMAGED 

Ships sunk or destroyed 

(1 large AP, 3 medium AO, 10 AK, 3 LSM) 

Small vessels sunk or destroyed 

Ships damaged 

( 4 DD, 2 DS, 10 AK). 

Small craft damaged 

(25 small cargo vessels, 25 landing barges) 


2^9 

192 

451 

16 

12 

16 

50 


Our losses totalled 20 planes in combat and 51 operationally 
(total 71 planes), with 23 pilots missing. 


Com3rdFlt estimated that about 100 operational aircraft may 
remain hidden and well dispersed, but in a disorganized state 
for operations. 


13th-17th: CTG 77.12 has reported the story of CYC air support 
enroute to and from the NIND0R0 landings. During the 5-day 
period from U-2 until U / 2 (l3th-17th) CVS planes shot 

down 46 enemy planes and destroyed 20 on the ground. Ships AA 
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17 December (Oahu date) (Cont’d) 


DECLASSIFIED 

Authority: EO 12958, as amended 
HQ USEUCOM 


shot down 4, for a total of 70 Jap planes destroyed. 17 others 
were probably destroyed and 14 were damaged on the ground. 

Our losses were 1 fighter plus pilot in combat, and 6 fighters 
plus 1 torpedo plane operationally. There were no personnel 
lost operationally. 

There were 5 definite suicide dives. Two hit near the 
MARCUS ISLAND, fragments from one of them killing 1 man and 
wounding 6 (at 0810 on the 15th). 1 landed near the NEW MEXICO, 

1 near the WEST VIRGINIA, and 1 hit the HARADEN (DD585). 

At NEGROS on the 14th land based fighter bombers destroyed 
20 planes on 3ILAY airdromes in the morning and an estimated 
40 enemy planes at the sane strip in the afternoon. 

At I /O JIMA on the 17th, 50 B-24's dropped 112 tons of 
bombs on airfield and installations; results were unobserved 
because of solid overcast. 3 Planes were reported to have 
intercepted but no damage was inflicted. 

Gom3rdFlt 130510 (pink) requests that increase in fighter 
pilots be made prior to 30 Dec. (up to 150/$). 

CN0 162045 (pink) outlines proceedure to be carried out 
by our planes in the event that they land in Soviet Territory. 

CinCS.YPA (pink) 171101 sets forth a request for 3rdFlt 
to strike LUZON airfields on 19, 20 and 21 Dec in order to 
cover the reenforcement echelon scheduled to arrive at MINDORO 
on the 22nd. 

Com3rdFlt 172318 (pink) answers the despatch appearing 
directly above by stating that he has been unable to dodge a 
storm and has therefore been unable to refuel. He also states 
that he is unable to strike on the 19th but will advise later as 
to the capabilities on the 20th. 

Com3rdFlt 17233 (pink) gives his estimated noon position 
and states that the storm is still pursuing and that he is 
proceeding south seeking better weather and has not as yet 
refueled. 

CinCPOA’s 172352 (pink) outlines views concerning future 
operations. 

CinCS*i/PA t s 131220 (pink) states that in view of inability 
of the 3rdFlt to attack LUZON targets on the 19th the LUZON 
area will be open to the Allied Air Forces for bombing on that 


day. 
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secret- 

18 

December 


<$ 

(Oahu date) 



Amplified reports have been received from Com3rdFlt 
regarding final totals for the strikes on LUZON on 14 15 and 16 
December. His latest despatcn adds 1 ship to the 17 previously 
reported sunk, 12 small vessels to the 12 previously reported 
sunk, and 3 ships to the 16 previously reported damaged. Our 
losses are increased by 7 planes in combat (vice 20), 6 pilots 
(vice 23), and 1 aircrewman (none reported before). Operational 
losses for the 3 days are 38 instead of 51* The final score 
follows: 



Final 

Prelim 

Change 

Ships sunk or destroyed ----- 
( 1 large AP, 1 large AO, 3 med. 
AO, 1 large AK, 1 med. AK, 7 

18 

17 

/ 1 

small AK, 1 CM, 3 L3M) 

Small vessels sunk or destroyed - 

24 

12 

/ 12 

Ships damaged ---------- 

(4 DD, 2 DE, 1 large AP, 1 med. 
AO, 1 small AO, 1 coast defense 
vessel, 9 AK) 

• 

19 

16 

I 

/ 3 

Small craft damaged ------- 

(17 small cargo vessels, 25 land- 

43 

50 

- 7 

ing barges) 

Our planes lost in combat - - - - 

27 

20 

/ 7 

Our planes lost operationally - - 

38 

51 

- 13 

Pilots lost ----------- 

29 

23 

/ 6 


Aircrewmen lost --------- l o / 1 


12 P-47's over NEGROS encountered 14 Twin-engine bombers 
and shot them all down in a 20 minute combat. In the same 
area at NEGROS 9 P-38’s engaged 8 enemy fighters and likewise 
shot them all down. We suffered no losses. 

A total of 81 B-24's bombed the PUERTO PRINCESA airdrome 
on the 15th and 16th. Fires were started and 4 planes were 
destroyed and 3 additional damaged. 

HANGCHOW was bombed on the 18th by 84 B-29*s. 540 tons 

were dropped on the docks and storage areas. Results were 
described as good to excellent. No B-29*s were lost on this 
mission and 5 enemy fighters were claimed to have been destroyed. 
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18 December (Oahu date) (Cont’d) 

Com3rdFlt 190605 (pink) JateSthat TF 38 will sortie from 
ULITHI^and will request early departure of ENTERPRISE and BATAAN 
from PEARL HARBOR in order to participate in forth coming operation. 

Com3rdFlt 190933 (pink) states that entry of units of 
TF 38 into CHINA SEA will depend on the developments of a 
favorable, situation. He also states that a ^rti*/4rgrike on 
CHINA./A will be made during the LUZON operation only if general 
situation warrents it otherwise photographs will be" taken 
after release from M-l. 

Com3rdFlt 190222 (pink) summarizes damage to fleet units 
as a result of the recent typhoon. 

Com3rdFlt 190111 (pink) requests information regarding the 
use of MINDORO fields for planes of TF 38. 

Cincpac 191006 (pink) requests information from Com7tfcFlt 
relative to basing BRITISH submarines in his area. 

Com3rdFlt 190930 (pink) outlines schedule of strikes in 
support of M-l operation. 

CTF 94 191245 (pink) outlines bombardment of 

24 and 27 December in coordination with bombing. 


15 December (Oahu date) 

The first resupply echelon left LEYTE at 1530 
19th and is estimated to arrive at MINDORO on the 22nd. 

The RUBYERD BAY reported that the SV/EARER (DE 186) 
picked up 5 survivors from the SPENCE (DD 512) at 0030 on 
the 20th (I). Statements from the survivors indicate that the 
SPENCE capsizeu suddenly and that very few survived. 

Reports indicate Chat there is a possibility that the 
MONAGHAN (DD 354) may have met one same fate as the SPENCE 
in this typhoon. A number of destroyers ana destroyer escorts 
reported severe damage as a result of this storm. 

ComNavGrpCHINA reports that there are still 2 battleships, 

2 cruisers and 5 destroyers in the vicinity of CAPE ST. JACQUES. 


IW0 JIMA on 





on the 
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19 Decenber (Oahu date) (Cont’d) 

MANILA BAY waters were mined by 20 RAAF FBYs. 54 mines 

were laia. 

Reports indicate that one pursuit group is scheduled to 
operate from MINDORO. 

8 enemy lighters were destroyed over MINDORO on the 18th 
and 13 additional enemy planes were shot down on tne 19th. 

52 B- 24 S attacked airfield installations at IWO LIMA on 
the 19tii. Results were not observed as there was a solid 
over-cast over the target. 16 P-33s strafed the airfield 
areas the same day. 


, Arnold 
conducted by 


192240 (pink) outline^ the operations to be 
the 20tn Air Forces m support with tne LUZON 


operation. 


ComGenAAFFOA 200257Z (pink) sets forth the coordination 
of bombardment and bombing against IWO LIMA on 24 and 27 
December. It further states that participation of the 21st 
Bomber Command is not as yet determined. 

Cominch 192036 (pink) sets forth data regarding exchange 
of messages by the planning staffs. 

Cincpoa 19o752 (pink) summarizes the results of confer¬ 
ences with Admiral Fraser. 


Cominch 192205 (pink) outlines his views on negotations 
outlined in above conferences. 


Cincpoa 200049 (pink) requests Com5thFleet discuss possible 
employment of British Carrier Task Force in ICEBERG with 
Admiral Fraser prior to his departure from PEARL. / 

/V 1?" 



20 December (Oahu date) 

The scheduled strike for the 21st by planes from TF 33 
on LUZON was cancelled. 

a 

REDFIcyU (S3 395) reports sinking a large enemy carrier 
with planes on deck. It is reported that this CV was on a 
southerly course and was sunk at 1700 (I) December 19th at 
28 N, 124 E (SW of KYUSHU). 



An explosion of undetermined origin was reported on the 
BOULDER VICTORY (XAK3) in 1 OSSOL ROADS. Damage was apparently 
confined to one of the holds but there was extensive damage 
thereto. 
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2U December (Oahu date) (Continued) 

Further reports from ships operating in the storm area 
east of LUZON disclose the following additional damage: 

ALTAI.AHA (CVH 10) lost all her planes, had many of her 
automatic weapons put out of action, and has her radar and 
most of her radios out of commission. 

CAPrij F3F".iRANCE (CVB 88) received considerable damage to her 
automatic weapons battery. 

All oilers with the refuelling group at sea received some 
damage but all can still fuel. 

I;.:. N A ILIAN (DF-416) and .VATHRMAN (DE-740), both formerly 
reported missing, are proceeding to ULITTII, extent of damage 
unknown. 

CTF 93 210430 (pink) outlines operation order 3-44 

covering two surface and air attacks to be made against 1,70 
LILIA on the 24 th and 27th of December (R0CKCRU3HDR number 1 and 
number 2) . 

GinCPac 210243 (pink) outlines his understanding with 
CinCBPF relative to the fuel situation for British units 



a/ 


21 December (Oahu date) 

Com3rdFlt has ordered TF 33 to proceed to ULITHI to arrive 
there the forenoon of 24 December. 

ComSevRon 10 reports the damage caused to some of the ships 
in the recent typhoon as being substantial but report indicates 
that majority of ships can be repaired in the forward areas with 
the exception of the M0NTRR2Y (CVL-26) which is beyond repair at 
forward bases. 

Gen. KacArthur announced on 22 December that the pincers 
along the 0RH0C corridor from the nortn and south have now been 
inclosed and the 10th and 24th Corps are now in contact with each 
other. 

4 

1.70 LIMA was hit again on the 21st by 23 B-24*s. 43 Tons 

were dropped by radar results being unobserved. 

163 Nines have been expended in harbors and anchorages at 
CHICHI and HAT Li LIMA. 80'1 are reported to be effective and 
sterilizers have been set for 1 March 1945. 
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21 Jecomber (Oahu Date) (Continued) HQUSEUCOM 

Report ol the strike by the 20th Bomber Command indicates 
that 32 13-29*3 bombed the Omura Aircraft Factory in KYUSHU and 
the SHANGHAI dock area. Results were largely unobserved. 2 B-29*s 
are missing and 5 enemy planes claimed, destroyed. 

On the 22nd 78 B-29’s of the 21st Bomber Command bombed the 
Mitsubishi Aircraft Plant in the Na oya area. 2 B-29’s are reported 
missing and the results of the bombing have not been received. 

CTF 77 220406 (pink) covers the recommendation for basing 

British submari nes in the 3,/P area. 

ComNavGrp CHINA 211748 (pink) sets forth 20th Bomber Command 
operations in conjunction with M-l. 

CinCSV/PA 210833 approves Com3rdFlt f s cover and support in 
M-l. Further stating that 3rdFlt is free to strike over the 
dividing line when worthwhile targets can be hit. 

CinCP0A T s 212105 (pink) requests 21st Bomber Command to 
carry out photo reconnaissance of OKINAWA S minus 10 to S day 
inclusive. 


Fleet Admiral Nimitz and RAdm Sherman departed Pearl 
Harbor for ULITHI and LEYTE this date. 


December 22 (Oahu date) 

TF 38 is enroute to ULITHI and is scheduled to arrive the 
evening of 24 December (I). 

TILEFISH (33-307) reports sinking a FURUTAKA Class CA 5 miles 
SW of 0MAI SAKI at 220200 (Z). 

A 3-29 operating against the Empire reported sighting a 
carrier 700-800 feet long at 31-17 N 136-44 3 at 1230 (I) on the 
22nd; course 180, speed 30. The carrier appeared to have an 
island on the left side and no aircraft on deck. 

The first MINDORO resupply echelon arrived at the beachhead 
early on the 22nd and departed that evening. 2 LST's were damaged 
enroute by fires after attacks on the evening of the 21st and 
were anchored near JAR ACANA0 Island west of PANAY. Salvage 
will be attempted upon return of the convoy. Many survivors were 
recovered by escorting destroyers. 
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22 December (Oahu date) (Continued) 

ComNavGroup CHINA reports that the 2 ISE Class SB’s were 
still in the vicinity of CAPE ST. JACQUES on the 22nd and that 
the two CA f s and 3 DD’s previously reported at this location 
had departed to the south at 1900 (I) on the 22nd. 

CinC El 221214 and 221139Z (pink) summarizes strike on the 
Brandan Oil Refineries 18 December. 

Arnold’s 220104 directs 21st Bomber Command to carry out 
photo reconnaissance of OKINAWA from 25 December to 9 January 
inclusive and to carry out attacks on major aircraft engine plants 
on HONSHU during that period. 

DepComAF 20 230115 outlines mining operations by 21st 

Bomber Command to be carried out about 1 April 19'" 



23 December (O ahu date) 

A force consisting of INDOfTT.-tBLE, (CV) , ILLUSTRIOUS (CV), 
NE.7 CASTLE (CL), ARGONAUT (CL) BLACK PRINCE (CL) and 7 DD’s 
made an air strike on harbor warehouses, railway yards and oil 
installations at BELA7/AN-DELI on the 20th with 28 Avengers, 

16 Hellcats and 16 Corsairs. Two oil tanks were set on fire 
but low cloud cover prevented further observation. In the 
afternoon, fighter planes attacked SABANG. There were no 
casualties to planes and the surface forces were not discovered 
by the enemy. The force returned to base on the 22nd. 

Early afternoon of the 24th a search plane reported 2 
groups of enemy surface vessels west of FORMOSA heading west. 
The first group was reported to have consisted of a carrier, 

1 BB, 2 CA, 4 DD’s. The second of 12 unidentified vessels. 
Position 22-50 N 119-40 E, course 280, speed 15. 

KAMRANH BAY reports indicate that 2 cruisers, 3 DD's and 
1 AC arrived there at 1100 (I) on the 23rd and departed the 
same day at 1700 direction unreported. 

24 B-24’s from PALAU and 63 P-47*s (base unannounced) 
bombed Clark Field in the Manila area on the 22nd. Reports 
indicate that 50 planes were destroyed on the ground and 8 
were shot down in the air. 

The SLEDGE HAMMER Operation is scheduled for the 24th 
against 140 JHL4. (coordinated bombardment and bombing attack) 
results have not been received as yet. 

A total of 376 planes of various types hit HALMAHERA 
airdrome on the 22nd and 23rd. At least 250 tons of bombs 
were dropped and damage was reported as substantial. Cur 
losses were only 1 B-25, however, a total of 46 planes were 
holed by antiaircraft. 
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23 December (Caiiu date) (Continued) 

A large strike was carried out by the 14th Airforce in 
the vicinity of LANKO.. 1 on the 18th. Fighters and bombers 
attacked this area for 45 minutes after 84 3-29’s from the 
20th comber Command nad dropped 540 tons on the same targets. 

42 Jap planes were_destroyed in this attack (21 airborne and 
21 on the ground) in addition 24 more enemy aircraft were 
probably destroyed and 20 damaged. 4 P-51’s are missing 
from this strike. 

A strike by the 21st Bomber Command was carried out 
on the target of NAGOYA on the 22nd. 78 3-29*3 were air¬ 
borne. 50 Attacked the target, 28 returned early due to 
mechanical failure. 2 of our B-29’s are reported missing 
from this strike. 

ARNOLD’S 221837 (pink) discusses deployment of additional 
VLR groups in the MARIANAS. 

CinCPOA’s 232353 (pink) outlines to ComNavGroup CHINA 
the contemplated 3rd Fleet support in the M-l (LUZON) operation. 

ARNOLDS 231844 (pink) states that the 21st Bomber Command 
will carry out photo reconnaissance daily of OKINAWA airfie’’^ 



31 December to 9 January inclusive. 



24 December (Oahu date) 

The combined attack on the BONINS on the 24th was carried 
out by CruDiv 5 (CHESTER, PENSACOLA, SALT LAKE CITY) and 
destroyers plus P-38’s, B-29*s and 3-24’s. CruDiv 5 approached 
from the west and circled around to the northeast of the island 
firing for more than an hour. Destroyers closed to 3,000 
yards. 10 2-gun straddles on tne destroyers and one straddle 
on tne cruisers was the sole opposition encountered. None of 
the ships were hit. ROE (DD 418) and CASE (DD 370) sank a 
destroyer escort, a PC and a LSM during the day. 17 P-38’s 
carried out a strafing mission against the beach defenses 
followed by 50 B-24’s who dropped 105 tons of bombs on the 
island from 16,000-19,000 feet. Several enemy fighters inter¬ 
cepted causing minor damage to our planes. 

21 B-24’s dropped 27 tons with long delayed fuses on the 
airfield at CHICHI JIMA on the 24th. Bombing was by radar 
and results were unobserved. 

FLASHER (SS 249) sank 3 oilers from a convoy of five ships 
off the coast of INDO-CHINa (15-04 N. 109-06 E.). 
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24 December (Oahu date) (Continued) 

Clark Field was once again bombed by B-24’s based at 
PALAU. Enemy fighter interception was heavy, 50-60 lap 
fighters being engaged. 18 of these were shot aown by a 
P-47 escort (Philippine based). Our losses were one P-47 
shot down and 10 P-47 f s unreported (believed to have landed 
at MINDORO). 

Reports indicate that one group of fighters moved to 
the MINDORO strip on the 20th and one medium bomber squadron 
moved in on the 23 rd. 

Reports have been received indicating that the 48 B-29 f s 
which attacked NAGOYA met the strongest fighter opposition 
encountered to date. There were some 400 encounters with 
enemy interceptors, 50-60 of them being coordinated attacks. 

17 of the B-29’s were holed but only 2 were lost. Gunners 
claimed to have destroyed 11 enemy fighters plus 20 additional 
probably destroyed. 

Com3raFleet 232316 (pink) outlines the employment of 
Task Force 38 in the LUZON operation. 

DepComAF 242205 (pink) discusses policy of releasing 
communiques relative to B-29 strikes. 

Cincpoa 240648 (pink) discusses various commanders for 
OKINAWA. 

ComGenAAFPOA 250006 (pink) summarizes results of a 
conference between Cincpoa, ComGenFOA and AAFP0A relativ< 



to VLI\ program in the MARIANAS. 


25 December (Oahu date) 

The second coordinated attack on 17/0 LIMA is scheduled 
for 27 December. CruDiv 5 will duplicate the performance 
on the 24 th and will bombard for a period of one hour and a 
half. No strikes will be made by the XXI Bomber Command. 

Reports of an enemy surface force have been r eceived 
indicating that one battleship, one CA and 6 destroyers have 
been sighted off the coast of MINDORO. 

On the 25 th SAIPAN was bombed by 16-25 enemy planes 
commencing at 1910. Isely Field was bombed from an estimated 
altitude of 25,000. Night lighters shot aown 3 planes and 
AA claims one destroyea and one probably destroyed and one 
damagea. 4 B-29’s were destroyed or seriously damaged and 
others suffered minor damage. The headquarters of the 1st 
Provisional Engineer Group was destroyed, and minor aamage 
was inflictea on the planes at Isely Field #2. 6 men were 

reported injured as a result of this bombing. 0 , , 
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25 December (Oahu date) (Continuea) DECLASSIFIED 

12 B-24*s bombed the airfield at IWO JIMA on the 25th. 

10 single-engine aircraft were observed on the field. 

CTF 38 250550 (pink) recommends replacing by Helldivers 

with Hellcats for the ESSEX and WASP thereby making a com¬ 
plement of 91 fighters and 15 torpedo planes on each of these 
tw r o ships. 

CinCPac 252321 (pink) states that it is advisable for 
British submarines to operate from CEYLON until such time as 
a suitable base for operations in the Pacific is established. / 

-1/ S ' 

26 December (Oahu date) 

CTG 94.9 (RAdm Smitn) reported results of second bombard¬ 
ment of IWO JIMA. The ships approached from north of east, 
rounaea the south end of the island to the northwest. Bomb¬ 
ardment lor an hour and a half was directed chiefly at enemy 
shore batteries. For the last 15 minutes, cruiser "5" raked 
airfields. The destroyers, close inshore, set afire a DE and 
an LST, both of which eventually blew up. Shore battery fire 
was meagre, but there was intense minor calibre fire on a DD 
close to the beach. DUNLAP (DD-384) had her TBS antenna shot 
away. Otherwise there was no opposition. Army Spotting B-24’s 
was reported very good. HOE (DB-416) suffered CO ana 3 men 
wounaeu by shrapnel from enemy DE, earlier reported sunk 
24 December. 

Enemy force reported yesterday to have been approaching 
MINDORO^ was estimated by CTF 73 to consist of 1 YAMATO Class 
BB, NACrEE Class CA, and 6 DD's, one of which was very large. 
Approach was made in heavy frontal weather which extended 
from 150 miles west of MINDORO. The plane that sighted this 
force landed at MINDORO, refuelled and loaded bombs, then 
picked up the force again and claimed 2-500 pound bomb hits 
on the battleship. At the same time and place, this plane 
reports seeing B-25’s sink 1 DD and damage another. This 
damage report is consistent with subsequent sightings of the 
force as it retired. 

The enemy force was reported shelling the airfield on 
MINDORO at midday on the 26th ana then retired. Com7thFlt 
despatched a force of 2 CA, 2 CL and 10 DD from LEYTE at 
1830 (I) but there were no indications of any FT action. 

This Force was last reported at 12-30 N 114-25 E heading 
toward CAMRANH BAY at 2240 (I) the 27th. 

A group of PaLAU based B-24’s hit LUZON on the 26th. LEYTE 
based P-38’s provided cover and shot down 8 of 15 to 20 inter¬ 
ceptors. 1 P -38 was lost in this action. 
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2o December (Oahu date) (Continued) 


DECLASSIFIES 


Total enemy planes snot down in actions in the LUZON 
area on the 24, 25th and 26th is 89 plus 8 probables. 


The Dutch Her chant ship SOMUL DICK was hit by a suicide 
plane carrying an aerial torpedo . The resulting explosion 
and fires caused extensive damage to the ship and 40 casualties 
were reported. 


On the evening of the 26th enemy planes raided TINIAN. 
1 PV and 1 PB4Y were destroyed and several other planes hit 
with minor damage. 


CTF 93 260612 (pink) modifies strike against 170 JIKA 
during period 29 December to 10 January inclusive. 

Com3rdFlt’s 232254 (pink) covers OpPlan 25-44 (LUZON 
Operation). 

CinCPOAs 270209 (pink) summarizes results of conferences 
held by CinCPOA, ComGenPOA and ComGenAAFPOA regarding VLR 
program in the MARIANAS. 


Com3rdFlt 250625 (pink) outlines search plan to be carried 
out during the LUZON Operation. 

ARNOLD’S 261950 (pink) approves deployment of VLR Dings 
315 and 316 to the MARIANAS. 

CinCPac 262050 answers CTF 36’s despatch re 
increase of VF complement on the ESSEX and WASP. 



O 


v 


27 December (Oahu date) 

Preliminary reports of the air action against the enemy 
task force that bombarded MINDORO indicate that 2 DD’s were 
sunk by our aircraft and hits were made on a cruiser ana the 
Battleship. Reports also indicate that 2 transports were 
hit off ILIN STRAIT and 1 other transport hit off SAN JOSE, 
all 3 were claimed either afire or sunk. No damage appears 
to have been inflicted by this bombardment group on the 
air strip on MINDORO. The only landing report was at the 
South tip of MINDORO where B-25’s reported several landing 
craft moving toward the beach. 

TG 77.14, the cruiser and destroyer force ordered to 
MINDORO from LEYTE on the afternoon of the 26th, apparently 
operated off the west coast of MINDORO the night of the 27th. 
Reports indicate that this task force was ordered to retire to 
LEYTE the evening of the 28th. 
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27 December (Oahu date WOontinn *>a ) DECLASSIFIED 

An unknown number of enemy planes bombed I.HNDORO in 
coordination witn the enemy task force that was bombarding 
our positions. No damage was reported as a result of this 
attack with the exception of one Liberty ship being hit and 
beached. 


12 P-38*s are to be ready to take off at 0300 (E-10) from 
SAIPAN for a dawn attack on I /O JIMA if there is another raid 
on the LIARIANAS on the night of 28 - 29 December. This same 
plan will be carried out on future nights. 

An enemy air attack was carried out on the 26th at SAIPAN 
on the GARAPAN area. 1 direct hit on a \uonset hut resulted in 
killing 3 men and wounding 40 others. 5 Planes participated 
in this raid from 2007 to 2130. Two additional planes came 
in about an hour later both of wnich were shot down no bombs 
being dropped. Night Fighters report these planes as being 
Bettys. 


GINC WEST INDIES STATION 271230 (pink) states that he 
intends to strike targets west of 106 East for 3 days commencing 
21 January and 28 January. / 


28 December (Oahu date) 

A MINDORO resupply echelon was attacked south of BOHOL at 
1030 (I) by 4 enemy suicide planes. One was shot down by 
ships AA; 3 hit ships in the convoy. U.S.S. PORCUPINE (IX-126) 
was damaged but able to continue. The merchant ship JOHN 
BURKE blew up and sank. The merchant ship ,/ILLlAM SHARON was 
heavily damaged, abandoned and drifting when last observed. 

A tug and 2 DD’s were despatched from LEYTE to assist. 

A Prisoner of War from a Japanese DD which was sunk off 
MINDORO reports that the bombardment force that has been 
active at MINDORO for the past few days consisted of 1 CA, 

1 CL and 6 DD’s. He was a member of the crew of a DD that was 
sunk. He stated that no landing was contemplated. He also 
states that the UNRYU (CV)was sunk on 19 December and that 
the BB MUSASHI was sunk off LUZON the evening of 24 October 
after having received 18 torpedoes and 8 bomb hits. 

At IHND0R0 on the night of 27-28 Dec 12 to 13 enemy planes 
attacked our positions six times during the night. No damage 
was inflicted on our positions; 3 enemy planes being shot down 
by our night fighters and a 4th by AA. 
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28 December (Oahu date) (Continued) 

P34Y Search Planes flew over ISO -TIMA on the 2l)ECLAS^Fj£D 
day after the second bombardment) and noted 12 planes on the 
South field. Poth airfields were reported to be in good 
condition. 

CinOPac 280648 (pink) outlines to CinCBPF that his forces 
will have the use of anchorages and airstrips at 11ANU3 but 
will be supported by British resources only. 

CinOPac 281408 (pink) outlines his estimate of the situation 
and states that 3rd Fleet will operate in the SOUTH CHINA SEA 
if any enemy force is located and attack and destroy same. 

CinCPOA 281712 (pink) outlines to all TF Commanders the 
air-surface zones. 

CinCPac 290331 (pink) outlines to CominCh the night carrier 
organization and states that the SARATOGA is assigned as a night 
carrier only as a temporary expedient for the 17/0 JTMA Operation. 

CTG 30.5 290345 (pink) covers the anti-snooper barrier to 
be maintained between TF 38 and the oilers. 

CinCPac 290513 (pink) states that if we are to supply fuel 
and gasoline to Allied forces it is requested that an early reply 
be given so as to obtain tankers, etc. 

CTF 38 260036 authorizes temporary complement of 91 fighters 
and 15 Avengers for ESSEX and 7/A3P. Cancellation of authorization 
to be effective upon completion of current operation. 



COKINCH 272055 covers the report of the Board on the LEYTE 
Base. In general approval is indicated subject to some reductions. 


CinCPac 282358 sets forth the complement of CarDivs 22 
to 27 inclusive plus CarDivs 11, 12 and carrier transport 
squadrons. 





- 


29 December (Oahu date) 

At dusk on the 28th the ITINDORO resupply echelon was 
heavily attacked by enemy planes for a period of one hour 
and a half. L3T 750 was torpedoed, badly damaged and sunk 
by our gunfire at 0830 on the 29th. The convoy was again 
under heavy air attack off PANAY. No damage is as yet reported. 
In the latter attack 8 planes were reported shot down by ships 
AA. 


72 B-29*s took off to attack the Musashino Aircraft Plant 
on the 27th. 38 Planes bombed the primary target with 100 tons 

of bombs, 7 others attacked TOKYO Urban area and 5 attacked the 
HONSHU area. 21 Planes returned early. Fighter opposition was 
generally heavy with approximately 3-0 attacks reported. 19„ 
enemy fighters were claimed destroyed, 15 others probably cl 
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29 December (Oahu date) (Continued) 

destroyed. 3 B-29’s were lost. 

26 B-24’s dropped delayed fuse 
airfields on the 29th at I r 0 JIMA. 



500 pound bombs on the 


CinCPac's 290014 (pink) directs ComFwdArea to include 
Cruiser bombardment on .BCNINS in all future major attacks 
against I /0 JB'A. 


Com3rdFlt’s 282114, 232137, 282150, 290045 (all pink) 
covers Com3rdFlt OpPlan for the LUZON Operation and also 
covers Appendix 1 and 2 of 3rdFlt OpPlan 25~44 (LUZON Operations) 


Fleet Admiral Kimitz and RAdm Sherman returned to Pearl 
Harbor from LEYTE 30 December. (Oahu date). 

A/ 


arl 


30 December (Oahu date) 

TF 33 is moving towards its fuelling rendezvous east of 
LUZON where on January 3rd they will carry out the first strike 
on FORMOSA. 

Com7thFlt reports that the filNDORO resupply ecnelon arrived 
at the beachhead the morning of the 30th having been under 
frequent air attack until midnight. The only further casualty 
reported was LST 205 which was slightly damaged the cause not 
having been reported. 

A photographic plane from the 20th Bomber Command reports 
sightings at CAP ST JACQUES as 2 BB's, 2 CA’s and 4 DD’s. 

RAZORBACK (S3-394) reports a 9 hour running attack on a 
convoy of 2 tankers, 2 freighters and 2 escorts resulting in 
1 DD definitely sunk and 1 AO probably sunk; t..is was on the 
evening of the 30th. 

On the night of the 29th-30th 20 enemy planes were over 
MINDORO only 2 however attacked dropping bombs in the water and 
strafing beaches with no damage reported. Night Fighters shot 
down 1 enemy plane and AA a 2nd. 

At IHO JB'-A on the night of the 29th-30th 9 B-24’s attacked 
individually at 45 minute intervals with fragmentation bombs. On 
the 30th 14 B-24*s dropped 28 tons on the airfields with results 
being largely unobserved. 

CINCPOA’s 261950 (pink) designates 27th Inf Div as Floating 
Reserve rather than Area Reserve for ICEBERG. 

CINC BPF 241216 (pink) outlines to the Admiralty that 
British Liaison Officers with CinCPac should become Liaison 
Officers for the British Pacific Fleet. 
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30 December (Cahu Date) (Continued) 


DECLASSIFIED 


CINCPOA’s 270440 (pink) covers the policy as to the 
availability of Service Units in the SoPac for movement to 
the 3.TP. 


C0M3RDFLT’s 220608 (pink) states that Fleet Units must 
obtain earliest and best weather information in order to 
effectively carry out missions assigned. 

MARSHALL’S 301634 (pink) outlines certain units in the 
SoPac area that are excepted from the FILBA3 Agreement and 
are released from SoPac to S’.VP. 

V 



31 December (Oahu date) 

On the 30th, paoto reconnaisance by the 20th BomCom 
disclosed following ships at CAPS ST. JiCQUBS: 

2 I3E Class BB (XCV), both damaged 

1 MOGAMI Class CA, damaged. 

1 Seaplane tender 

1 FUEHKI Class DD 

1 unidentified DD 

4 large DE 

2 AO 

1 AK 

1 sunken AK 

ComNavGroup CHINA reports that 2 BB, 2 CA, 2 DD departed 
CAPE ST. JACQUES night of December 30, leaving AN and 2 DD on 
the 31st. Absence of combatant ships confirmed by LEYTE search- 
plane . 

Com7thFleet reports the I.ZND0R0 resupply echelon suffered 
a heavy air attack on the evening of the 31 s "t. GAN32YC0RT 
(DD 60S) was seriously damaged when hit amidship by a suicide 
plane. After fireroom demolished, after engineroom flooded, 
maindeck demolished amidship. The ship was towed to the PT 
base at MINDORO. and all personnel removed. 22 men are missing. 
PRINGLE (DD 477) was hit but had only minor damage, and is now 
returning with the convoy. PORCUPINE (IX 126), the storage 
tanker hit earlier in the trip, was again hit and seems to be 
a total loss. ORESTES (aGP 10) was badly damaged by fires and 
exnlosions. 30 men killed or missing, 32 seriously wounded. 

MerShip HOBART BAKER was hit by bombs and sunk. (Total: 1 DD, 

1 IX, 1 XAK, sunk: 1 AGP seriously damaged, 1 DD damaged). 
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January (GCT) 


01 0851 CTF 57 to CINCPAC, COMCENPAC info COMSOPAC, COMAIRSOPAC. 


DECLASSIFIED 


TARAWA tankfhrm HAWKINS 75$. 49 hardstands 18 inch surfacing complete. 

MULLINIX fighter strip 1800 by 60 with 10 inch surfacing. APAMAMA LST 
jetty 45,0. 3oraber strip 75$. Taxiways 55$. MAXIN bomber strip and 
taxiways 75 %. 

01 2335 COMINCH & CNO to CINC PAC, COMSOWESPAC info COMAIRPAC, CINCSOWESPAC. & 

COFS US ARL?Y l -- 1 - 

This is loominCh and CNO number 13 effective at once permanent allocation 
of Destroyers to 7th Fit established as 2 full squadrons of which at least 
1 squadron to be 2100 or 2200 tons class. CinCPac provide these Destroyers 
from PacFlt and arrange with Com 7thFlt for rotating them as necessary. 

Com 7thFlt consult with CinCPOA regarding provision of additional Destroyers 
for naval support of specific operations. This supersedes my 101546 October. 


04 0120 CINCPAC to COMPANSSAFRON info CQMINCH, COM 3RD FLEET, COM 5TH FLEET. CTF 68. 

Direct TG 12.2. Rad Hustvedt. BatDiv 7. DesDiv 38 proceed at best SOA to 
FUNAFUTI. Arrival TG dissolved report Com5thFlt for duty. Advise ETA and 
maximum draft battleships. 


04 


20522 C0M10TH FLEET TO ALUSNA MOSCOW, AMCON VLA DIVOSTOK infor CINCPAC, 

ADCOIINORWESSEAFRQN, COMALSSC, COMNORPACFOR, HSHQ.- 


COMWESSEAFRCN 


Approved by Commander 10th Fleet C and R and CNO following new median line 
for Russian traffic is established. From 55-00 North 166-30 West to 55-00 
north 180-00 thence Rhumb line to DALNI POINT light and radio beacon north 
BIDVTDI TRANCE AVACHA BAY. Vessels to proceed 10 to 15 miles to starboard of 
Median. This modifies ALUSNA MOSCOW dis 181818 November not to all addees. 

05 2113 CTF 47 to CINCPAC, COMCENPAC info COMSOPAC COMAIRSOPAC . 

" 

Progress summary. At TARAWA HAWKINS FIELD main runway exclusive of turning 
space, is now 5600 feet by 300 feet with 12 inch top surfacing. West taxiway 
is 2500 by 100 feet with 6 inch top surfacing. East taxiway is 1600 by 100 
feet with 12 inch top surfacing. 43 hardstands completed with 18 inch top 
surfacing and average size 30 by 60 feet. A and R area is surfaced. Tank 
farm is 97$ complete. MULLINX bomber taxiway is 3200 by 60 feet with 10 inch 
surfacing. Fighter taxiway rough grading is 20$ done. Heavy AA emplacements 
of the 2nd defense battalion 87$ sea coast 72 % special weapons 85$ and infantry 
72$ complete. MAXIN has bomber strip and bomber taxiway 78$ complete. Ground 
defenses are about 82$ operative. Communications 82$ effective. APA MAMA 
reports lagoon road 20$ done taxiways 60$. Permanent communications 20$. 
Hardstmds 25$. 
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January (GOT) 

10 0555 CTF 57 to CTHCPAC info CNO, CCMSERVRON 6. 


DECLASSIFIED 


Sedro-b . First phase project King MARSHALLS mining operation completed. 

In JALUIT ATOLL 10 mark 12 model 1 mines with M3 mechanism laid in Southeast 
pass and 9 mark 12 model 1 with M3 laid in anchorage within 1 mile of JABOR 
pier. 4 mark 12 model lwith M3 jettisoned in deep water outside atoll. 1 
mark 12 model 1 with M3 jettisoned 1.5 miles east northeast of Breakfast 
Island in lagoon. In MALOELAP atoll 11 mark 13 mines with M4 moddl 2 mechanis 
laid in INIJUN Channel and 20 mark 13 with M4 in TAROA anchorage within 1 
mile of shore. 4 mark 13 with M4 laid in channel northwest of ENIJUN ISLAND. 

5 mark 13 with M4-2 jettisoned in lagoon between ENIJ’JN and South opening 
and 4 outside lagoon east of KUMARU ISLAND. In WOTJE Atoll 4 mark 12-1 
with M3 and 4 with M3-2 laid in SCHISCHMAROV Strait. 6 mark 12-1 with M3-2 
mechanisms 4 M12 with M3 and 26 M13 with M4 laid in WOTJE anchorage within 
1 mile of shore no planes lost no damage. One strike of 4 PB4Y-1 to mine 
ENIJUN Channel MALOELAP flew by day. All others at dusk or by moonlight. 

These minefields will be strengthened and alternate ship passages mined in 
2nd phase of operation. Total mines expended 42 mark 12 70 mark 13. 

11 2148 C0MINCH to CINCP0A. 


The Joint Chiefs of Staff have approved the following as their policy "That 
no statements agreements or plans be made by then and no action be taken by 
forces under their control which directly or indirectly might be construed 
as a basis for any nation other than the United States obtaining sovereignty 
or any other territorial rights in the Japanese Mandated Islands during or 
after the present war." 

15 0321 CTF 57 to CINCPAC info CNO, C0MSERVR0N 6 . 

■ Most - Sooret - . My dis 100555. Add 2 mark 13 mines jettisoned WOTJE lagoon. 

1 about 2 miles east WOTJE Island. 1 in center of lagoon. All jettisoned 
mines armed. Following mark 12 mod 1 mines laid completing 2nd phase 
operation K. In Maloelap Atoll. 2 with M 3 mod 2 mechanisms in south 
opening. 2 with M 3 in channel northwest ENIJUN Island. 2 with M 3 and 

2 with M 3 mod 2 in T0RAPHJ Channel. In WOTJE Atoll. 2 with M 3 mod 2 in 
LEGEDIAK Strait. 2 with M 3 mod 2 added to 8 already in SCHISCHMAREV Strait. 
4 with M 3 mod 2 laid in channel southeast of MEICHEN Island. In MILLE 
Atoll 4 with M 3 in TCKAWA Channel. 1 of these possibly hit shallow water 

on reef. 1 PBY with 2 nark 12 mod 1 mines with M 3 Mod 2 for MILLE failed 
to return. These 2 may also have been laid T0KA7/A. Total mines expended 
40 mark 12 mod 1 with M 3 mechanisms and 24 with M 3 nod 2. 72 mark 13. 
Complete report follows by air mail. 
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DECLASSIFIED 


Progress summary. At TARAWA HAWKINS reports air strip and taxiways finished. 
Hardstands 85$, dock 25$, Housing 75$, incinerator 95$, CIC building 92$ com¬ 
pleted. Coral surfacing of roads 10$ complete. Mobile shops 87$ completed 
and are operating. 2 messes operating and officers mess 12$ completed. Pipe 
line started pumping into Tank farm 10th January. Signal tower in operation. 
431st BombRon camp area 50$ completed and construction 5$ completed. At 
HAWKINS chief problems are lack of buildings, lumber, wire, refrigeration, 
and generators. MULLINIX field reports bomber strip 6100 by 400 cleared and 
grubbed with rough grading 4100 by 250, fine grading 2500 by 250, and 27 
hardstands completed except for extension. Bomber taxiway rough grading 90$ 
completed and 10 inch layer 3100 by 60 with 9 hardstands finished. Fighter 
strip rough grading 90$ done and 10 inch layer 3100 by 60 with 11 hardstands 
finished. Fighter taxiway cleared and grubbed and rough grading 80$ completed. 
Buildings are 72$ completed and ready tanks are complete together with 5 ready 
bomb storage pits and 5 tanks on small island tank farm. Submarine pipe line 90$ 
complete. MAKIN says bomber airstrip 90$ complete. Marston mat surface extends! 
for 4720 feet. Will extend to 7000 feet when balance of mat arrives. Bomber 
taxiways, hardstands, and dispersal areas 95$ complete. Mareng cell tanks com¬ 
plete. Tank farm 40$ complete. Communications 85$ satisfactory operation with 
JCC constructed and in use. Roads fair. Housing, tactical, good, administrative 
fair. Kitchens, mess halls, latrines built and screened and are 90$ complete. 
Ground defenses 85$ effective. Repair facilities, motor, adequate for only 2/3 
demand, and only mobile repair units in operation for airplanes. Storage facili¬ 
ties restricted but sufficient. Cargo handling facilities in harbor limited and 
largely temporary. Principal shortages are heavy equipment, lumber, and infor¬ 
mation on future plans. APAMAMA reports mess halls and latrines for VB 47, V348, 
and VF 45 nearing completion. Airstrip is 6000 feet. Return taxiway of 4000 
feet in operation. Small loop taxiway to takeoff area in operation. Large 
loop taxiway 50$. 50 heavy bomber stands done. To handle heavy bombers satis¬ 

factorily need to widen strip taxiways and hardstands. Bottlenecks are lack of 
repair parts for Le Tourneau equipment. Lack of tanker moorings for tank farm. 
Lack of sufficient boat pool. LST jetty progress nil due to washaway and lack of 
manpower for riprapping, therefore will work on deeper boat channels and more 
unloading space instead. 

17 2246 COMAIPSOPAC to COMAIRSOLS, C0MFAIRWING 1 Info 13TH AIRFORCE, CO RTJZAF GUADAL, 

CTF 72, COHSOPAC, CQMCENPAC, COMAIRCENPAC. 

Following division responsibility for recco and strikes both day and night 
between SoPac and SoWesPac became effective 1200 L (-11) 17 January. MacArthur 
160053 not to all adeos. SoPac forces the area north and east of line 153 
degrees east north to 06 degrees south thence northwest to NEW BRITAIN coast 
at 152 degrees east 05 degrees south thence across NEW BRITAIN to CAPE LAMBERT 
at 151-30 east 04-12 south thence north to north coast NEW IRELAND at 151-30 
East 02-58 south then northwest along north coast of NEW IRELAND extended 
indefinitely. Recco and bombing in SoWesPac Area by SoPac forces will be 
coordinated with forces and vice versa. EAVIENG remains SoWesPac responsi¬ 
bility. 


• S BCR B T . ( 

January (GCT) 

12 0120 CTF 57 to CINCPAC CQMCENPAC Info C0MS0PAC C0MAIRS0PAC. 
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09 0020 COMNORPAC to NORPACFOR. 


DECLASSIFIED 



Make following addition ComNorPac Op Plan No. 1-44 Annex A Page 7. Under 
Russian shipping routes add new paragraph as follows: Until further orders 
new median line for RUSSIAN traffic is established as follows: From Lat 55 
degrees North, Long 166-30 Vfest to Lat 55 degrees North Long 180 degrees 
thence via rhumb line to DALNI POINT LIGHT and Radio Beacon North side 
entrance AVACHA BAY. Ships will proceed 10 to 15 miles to starboard this 
median. Correction NR 2 to ComNorPac OpPlan 1-44. 


20 0034 CTF 16 to COHSERVRON 4, GTG 50.17, USS WILLIAM C MILLER (DE259). 



CinCPac has imposed following anti-submarine attack restrictions on ships 
en g&ged in the FLINTLOCK Operations from D minus 5 day until changed or 
abolished by him: Attack no submarines North or West of rhumb line from 
PEARL to 14-00 North, 162-00 East, then to center of ENIWETOK Atoll to center 
of PONAPE to center of KUSAIE, nor within circles drawn from latter 3 points 
with a radius of 50 miles. Info to be passed by means other than radio in 
all cases. 


25 0653 CCMUCRFAC to CINCPOA, COMALSEC, COUCEN I1TII AIRFORCE, COMUENALASDEPT. 



ComNorPac replies CinCPOA 222329. Number 8500 foot landing strips completed. 
0 fields under construction or construction authorized 3 (SHETYA, AKCHITKA 
and UMNAK). Scheduled dates completion now indefinite but all 3 fields can 
be compl- ted by March 1st. Number B29»s each will accommodate. SHBIYA and 
AMCHITXA. 75. UMNAK 47. New subject. In addition. Army has authority to 
extend sattelite field on UMNAK (BERRY FIELD) to 8500 feet to be completed 
by June 1st. ADAK has 7800 foot runway steel matted with accommodations 
for 40 planes. Considered suitable as major field repair station but not 
for operation B29 with full military loads. 



26 2045 COMNORPAC to CNO Info CinCPac, ComGon 11th AF, ComGen Alaskan Dept., 

ComAlSec. - 


Soviet proposal contained in AMCONVLAD 250010 Quote They desire fishing 
craft especially whalers be permitted operate any where to east or 

west in Bering Sea North of Parallel 63 Territorial'waters of the U.S.A. 
excepted Unquote Satisfactory to ComNorPac. 


27 0615 COMCENPAC to CENPACFOR Info CINCPAC COHSERVPAC COMAIRPAC. 



MAKIN Lagoon will be available for emergency use by all types of ships during 
FLINTLOCK. All ships pass to ships in company not holding this system, also 
pass to Army commands you are responsible for. Ample anchorage area. 

Entrance channel is 2 miles long width 500 feet. Least depth 43 feet fairly 
straight. Current normally sets from oast to west with small component 
across axis of channel. Pilots with charts will be available off entrance 
for ships entering. 
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2 1 2259 CIWCPAC to C OF S US ARMY, Info COMSOPAC, COMGENCBNTPAC, COMGENSOPAC 

Niraitz to Marshall. Conferences with Richardson and Hannon showed it 
to be impracticable to supply Central Pacific needs from South Pacific 
since personnel from rear areas in the South Pacific will continue for 
sometime to be absorbed by own forward areas. Army garrisons at CHRISTMAS, 
CANTON and PALMYRA are being reduced to a minimum and BAKER is being 
virtually closed in order to make Army personnel available to relieve 
Marines in the GILBERTS. PARA. The latitude accorded CINCPOA in real- 
location of Array personnel in the interests of efficient employment is 
appreciated and the need for economy in Army personnel will be borne 
in mind at all times. While I am unable now to recommend any specific 
economies not already initiated by Richardson and Harmon the question 
w ill be kept alive and I will rely on them to initiate or porpbse re¬ 
ductions of establishments whenever practicable. This answers your 
120107. 

February (GCT) 

01 1810 COMINCH to CINCPAC Info COMSUBSPAC. 


Roullard advised by Convoy Officer that beginning 31 January Red ships 
will not use TSUSHIMA STRAITS this winter. Your 242231 January. Now 
attempting obtain confirmation MOSCOW. Ice conditions VLAD area now 
reported very bad. 


08 1621 JOINT CHIEFS OF STAFF to CINCPOA CINCSOWESPAC info COMSOPAC COM 7TH FLT 
CHIEF OF STAFF US ARMY. -- 


Most secret. Recommendations contained in paragraph 9 of CinCPOA's secret 
security serial 00014 of 30 January regarding specific allocations of naval 
vessels to the 3rd ard 7th Fleets for the BISMARCK ARCHIPEIAGO operations 
are approved by Joint Chiefs of Staff. 

10 2212 COMINCH and CNO to COM 12TH FLEET CINCLANT CINCPAC CCM 7TH FLEET COM 8TH 

FLEET info ADMIRALTY AIR MINISTRY COS ARMYi 

British Admiralty and Air Ministry and CominCh have agreed upon following 
definition of operational control as to forces of the services concerned. 
Para. "Operational control comprises those functions of command involving 
composition of task forces or groups or units, assignments of tasks, desig¬ 
nations of objectives and coordination necessary to accomplish the mission. 
It shall always be exercised where possible by making use of normal organi¬ 
zation units assigned, through the responsible commanders. It does not 
include such matters as administration, discipline, internal organization 
and training of units. Para. US units assigned to the operational control 
of a British Commander or Vice versa operating without a combined staff 
shall normally be assigned a mission which sets forth the tasks for which 
the unit is assigned. It is recognized that the operational authority 
may in emergency or unusual situations employ assigned units on any task 
that he considers essential to effective execution of his operational 
responsibility" This is CominCh and CNO 16. 
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13 0013 C0MCENPACF0R to ALL TFC's FLINTLOCK info CINCPAC, COMSERVPAC. COMAIRPAC. 

CCMSERVRON TO,' CTO 55TI7 ----—- 

ia/£To * 

During absence ComCenPaoFor on CATCHPOLE will assume duties ComCen- 

1 acFor GILBERTS MARSHALL Area. TFC FLINTLOCK and CATCHPOLE make requests 
fuels lute oils and gasses to CTG 50.17. For ammunition provisions other 
stores to CoraServRon 10. Address requests CTF 57 and CTF 57 SubCom for 
information. 

15 0220 CINCPAC to C0M5THPHIBF0R, CG CENTPAC, COMCENTPAC, COMAIRCENPAC, COMAIRPAC, 
CCM5THPHIBC0PJPS1TCCMSERVPAC, info COMINCH,' CNO, C^fHATVSEAFRCN, COMSOPAC, 

The Central Pacific Forward Area ishereby established. Its forward limits 
are the positions held by the enemy. Its rearward limits are the forward 
limits of administrative sub areas including the Hawaiian Department and 
Hawaiian Sea Frontier. In itially the forward area includes the ELLICE, 
GILBERT and MARSHALL Islands. ComAirCenPac is designated also as Commander 
Forward Area. In that capacity he will act as a sub area commander of the 
Central Pacific Area. He will exercise command over all shore based air 
forces. Island commands and naval surface forces specifically assigned. 
Para. Commander Forward Area will normally be responsible directly to CinC 
POA except when other command arrangements are specifically prescribed. 

Now and until otherwise prescribed he will be responsible to ComCentPao. 

18 0538 CINCPAC to CCMAIRPAC Info COMAIRCENPAC, COMFAIR WING 2 

My 242255. Cominch 261655 organize 1st Group Fleet Air Wing 2 in forward 
area as soon as practicable. Group Commander should exercise corrmand in his 
own right and should have an adequate staff for purposes indicated in Com¬ 
AirCenPac 160555. 

18 2120 COMGEN SAMOA to MARCORPS Info CINCPAC, COMSOPAC, MARPAC . 

Command passes to Commandant Naval Station March 1. Refer MarCorps serial 
003A1144 to simplify administration and control intend return headquarters 
company U.S. and disband after arrival. Advise. 

19 1307 ANPB to CINCPOA, PETROLEUM BOARD Info COMSERVPAC, COMSOWESPAC, 

COMSERONSOPAC, CONSERV^AC SUBCOM. 



As of approximately April 1944 no further navy special fuel oil will 
be available for loading at California ports for CenPac, SoPac and 
SoWe3Pac except such scheduled loadings as may from time to time be 
required from surplus mentioned herein. California production navy 
special fuel thereafter will be used for west coast bunkering and to 
supply North Pacific. Any resulting surplus west coast production 
will be used to build reserve to meet unforseen contingencies. Ex¬ 
portable portion west coast avgas production will be used primarily 
to meet requirements of North Pacific end Central Pacific any portio'n 
remaining therefrom applicable to other Pacific theaters. Remaining 
Pacific Avgas requirements will be loaded in Caribbean or U. S. Gulf. 
After supplying coastwise and NorPac requirements west c oast pro¬ 
duction will provide maximum 90,000 bbls monthly of bulk 80 octane 

motor gasoline for SoPac and CenPac and 300,000 bbls monthly bulk 
diesel fuel for these areas. Because of other theater demands 
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declassified 


tanker situation extremely tight and therefore probably necessary to 
draw on Pearl fuel oil stocks for next several weeks after which 
stocks will be rebuilt as rapidly as additional tankers available. 
March ^ P^ anne< ^ m0e ‘t a.11 drum product requirements on west coast. 

011230/05 COMINCH to US FLEET 


The following uniform definitions for reporting enemy aircraft losses have 
been adopted by the Joint Chiefs of Staff and are forwarded for compliance: 
paragraph one aircraft in flight shall be considered destroyed when: (a) 
seen to crash. (B) Seen to disintegrate in the air or be enveloped in 
flames. (C) Seen to descend on friendly territory and be captured. (D) 

Pilot and entire crew seen to bail out. Paragraph two aircraft not in flight 
shall be considered destroyed when: (A) Seen by photograph to have been 
blown apart or burned out. (B) Seen by strike photo to have been within 
unobstructed lethal radius of a fragmentation bomb. (C) Seen to sink in deep 
water. (D) Known to have been aboard carrier or other ship at time of con¬ 
firmed sinking. Paragraph three aircraft shall be considered probably de¬ 
stroyed when: (a) While in flight it is so damaged as to have less than an 
even chance of reaching its own territory safely. (B) So damaged by bombing 
or strafing as to have less than an even chance of being repaired. 

03 1655 C CM INCH to COM NORWES T S EAFRON, CCM13, CCMALSEC Info C OF S ARMY, CCMSESSEAFRON, 

CINCPAC 


Concerning category of defense for ALASKA and the ALEUTIANS the Joint Chiefs 
of Staff have directed that all Alaskan Territory east of the western 
boundary of present UNALASKA subsector be placed in category of defense A 
and that the ALEUTIANS west of the western boundary of the UNALASKA subsector 
remain in category of defense C. Foregoing is effective immediately. Take 
necessary action. 


04 0228 CTF 57 to CINCPAC, CINCPOA, COMCENPAC I nfo C0MS0PAC, C0UA ~ RS0PAC . 

/('WAJA'-f'fiS 

Progress summary. PORCELAIN as of 29th. 1 squadron Corsairs present. 

Screened messes and kitchens. Pit latrines. Ready to receive additional 
fighters. Ready to receive bombers 7 March. Some messing and berthing 
facilities ready first on above date. Airfield operational but under 
construction. Runway 85% complete. Taxiways and hardstands 15%. Servicing 
facilities limited but adequate on above dates. MAJURO as of 27th. Sub¬ 
grade has been prepared for entire length of field. Runway is completed 
for a distance of 4000 feet. Shoulders are completed for a distance of 
4000 feet on the south side. About 2000 feet of shoulder on the north 
side now useable. Excavation of taxiway and hardstands now in progress. 
Operation tower has been erected by housing for equipment has not been 
completed. Ready tanks are under construction. Temporary facilities for 
Casu and 1 MSB squadron have been put into operation. 5 tanks of tank farm 
have been completed and pipe connections to these tanks have been made. 
Tanker connection is under construction. d T JR£,ESQUE report not received. 


12 0110Z MARSHALL to RICHARDSON info CINCPAC . 

972-llth now on HAWAII on training status are the 33rd and 38th divisions. 
These divisions are earmarked for movement to Southwest Pacific in April 
and May. Current War Department plans do not contemplate staging any addi¬ 
tional divisions to HAWAII for jungle and amphibious training prior to 
utilization outside of Central Pacific area. 219- 
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MACARTHUR to COS WAR DEPT FOR JCS Info CQMGENCENPAC, C IUCPAC 
CONGENSOPAC, COM 3rd FLT “ 

Local requirements make necessary D day RECKLESS operation be 22nd 
April reference JCS 5171 dated 12th March. This would necessitate 
ultimate date return Pacific Fleet vessels para 3 (2) directive 
be extended to 12th May. Request approval. 

COM INC H to US FLEET info ADMIRALTY HQCC . 

It has been agreed between Admiralty and CominCh that coordinated 
attacks in which U.S, forces are involved with other United Nations 
forces occurring in British strategic area Atlantic and Indian Ocean 
will be assessed by Admiralty. Those occurring in U.S. strategic 
area Atlantic and Pacific Ocean will be assessed by Cominch. U.S. 
forces involved in cases where Admiralty assesses should forward 
original action report with track chart traces and or photographs 
to Admiralty and send copy of action report direct to CominCh. 

COMINCH & CNO to CINCPOA COMNORYfESSEAFRON C0M17ESSEAFR0N Info MULTIPLE . 

This CominCh & CNO No. 18 . AlNav 61 established the 17th Naval Dist. 
effective 15 April 1944. Para 1. On 15 April 1944 following changes 
in Sea Frontier delimitation become effective. Refer Cominch & CNO 
serial 01158 of 19 June 1942. A. Alaska Sea Frontier established 
with same boundaries as 17th Naval District and previously designated 
Alaska Sector of Northwest Sea Frontier. Headquarters atADAK. 

B. Abolish former Northwest Sea Frontier. C. Add to present Western 
Sea Frontier the area formerly designated as Northwestern Sector of 
Northwest Sea Frontier which is identical with revised 13th Naval 
District. Para 2. Former ComNorWesSeaFron designated ComAlasSeaFron. 
This does not change additional duties as ComNorPacArea and ComNorPac 
For assigned by CinCPac. ComAlasSeaFron will be wholly under the 
command of CinCPac same as now prescribed for ComHawSeaFron in General 
Order No. 174. Current ComAlSec will be ordered as Com 17. Para 3. 
Instructions regarding merchant ship control uhder revised organization 
will be issued separately. 
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12 2200 CTF 57 to CINCPAC, CI NCPOA, CONCENPAC Info C0NS 0PAC, C0MAIRS0PAC. 

Progress Summary. JAVA JALEIN ISLAND . Airstrip 85#. Taxiways 30#. 

Hardstands 30#. Original Jap roads still being used. Road construction 
awaits availability of CB's. Housing less tent floors for 3 Army 
bombing squadrons 1 Navy bombing squadron 2 fighting squadrons and 
Marine Wing Headquarters completed. Assron operational buildings 
just started. Garrison troops equipped with screened kitchens. Permanent 
sanitary facilities 10# complete. Temporary sanitary facilities in 
temporary bivouac areas 100#. Defense armament 100#. Field fortifica- 
tions 40/2, Repair facilities Permanent communication facilities 

25#. ROI ISLAND . Runway A operational. Tank farm under construction. 
Unscreened tents and oots available for present flying personnel and 
1 additional Fitron. gngebi Island . Airstrip 100#. Taxiways 35#. 
Hardstands 10#. Defenses 90#. Roads 5#. Sanitation 80#. Communi¬ 
cations. Wire 75#. Radio 60#. Visual 50#. Construction material 
not available. ENIWETOK ISLAND . Airstrip clearing 100#. Grading 80#. 
Surfacing 10#. Considerable difficulty in locating and excavating 
adequate amounts of satisfactory coral. Taxiway and hardstands 0#. 
Permanent roads 10#. Magazines and revetments 50#. Galleys and latrines 
60#. Garbage disposal 90#. Screening 80#. Fly control 60#. Repair 
facilities. Mechanical equipment 60#. Boats 40#. Permanent telephone 
system 2#. Construction projects were delayed by late arrival of mobile 
equipment and rolling stook. Further delay was oaused by unloading 
directives emphasizing unloading by ships to permit reduction in number 
of ships present irrespective of type cargo and insistence of unloading 
to beaches without regard for dispersal. MAJURO . As of 5 March. Runway 
surfaced with coral entire length. Shoulder completed. Ready tanks 
installed and tested. Pipe line being run between tank farm and ready 
tanks. 8 tanks of tank farm completed. Pumps are installed. Underwater 
concrete anchors have been constructed. 

20 1301 C0MINCH; CN0 to C0MS0PAC Info CINCPOA. 




For your information NEW ZEALAND GOVERNMENT has requested through 3ritish 
Chiefs of Staff the release of 17500 men from NEW ZEALAND Armed Forces to 
relieve manpower shortage for production of essential war materials mainly 
food. They stress that of this number 7000 are urgently needed by 1 July. 
U.S. Joint Chiefs of Staff concurred that some of the NEW ZEALAND Military 
Forces should be released from those now in SOUTH-SOUTHWEST PACIFIC Area 
subject to following: 

(a) NEW ZEALAND furnish definite figures of men to be withdrawn and purpose. 

(b) Withdrawals to be from NEW ZEALAND Forces as a whole rather than from 
3rd NEW ZEALAND Division. Government should confer with ComSoPac to 
determine exact units. 

(c) Withdrawals not be to made until consolidation FOREARM-MERCANTILE. 

You have been furnished copies of CCS 499, 499/l. Copies of 499/2 and 499/3 
are being forwarded airmail. 
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18 1541 COM 10TH FLT C&R to ALL R 0 WEST COAST US ALL REPORTING CENTERS PACIFIC AREA 
Com 3RD FLT, COMKESSEAFRON, Info CINCPAC COMALSEC, NDHQ OTTAWA ADMIRALTY. 




Part 1 of 3 of 181541. Reference CominCh 151548 not to all adees effective 
15 April the Northwest Sea Frontier Merchant Ship Control Area is discontin¬ 
ued and replaced by the Alaskan Sea Frontier Merchant Ship Control Area with 
Headquarters at ADAK. Effective above date Commander Alaskan Sea Frontier 
will assume the responsibility for exercise of Merchant Ship Control in the 
below defined area. In the Pacific North and West of a line connecting the 
following points A NORTH AMERICAN Mainland at 45-45 North B 45-40 North 
140-00 West C 42-00 North 146-00 West thence along 42nd parallel. That 
portion of the former Northwest Sea Frontier Area not included in the Alaskan 
Sea Frontier Area is incorporated in the Western Sea Frontier Merchant Ship 
Control Area. Commander Alaskan Sea F r ontier shall be an addressee for all 
MerCo reports and route messages pertaining ships. Passing into or through 
his area. This can be accomplished by the inclusion of ultimate address in 
indicator code word LAPIN in such dispatches. Vessels proceeding into Alas¬ 
kan Sea Frontier Area shall be chopped to ComAlasSeaFron at 1200 GCT on the 
date it is estimated the vessel will cross line into his area reporting cen¬ 
ters pass to Routing and Reporting Officers Your area. 


22 0352 CINCPOA to C0M5THFLEET, CTF 57 Info CCMGENCENPAC, COMSERVPAC, COMAIRPAC, 
CCMSERON 10, COM GILBERTS. 



Commander 5th Fleet hereby relieved of all responsibility for administration 
of the Forward Area Central Pacific but will continue to exercise such 
operational control as he deems necessary for the support of 5th Fleet 
operations and for the defense of the Area. 

22 2315 CINCPAC to OPNAV, COMINCH, BUPEP.S Info CTF 58. 



Rear Admiral M.A. Mitscher hereby designated Commander Fast Carrier Task 
Forces Pacific. Request this title be ihcluded in appropriate mail 
distribution lists. 

23 0126 CINCPOA to COMGENCENPAC Info CTF 57, COMGEN 7TH AF, COMINCH, C0M5THFLT,AIRPAC 


Your 181820. I intend to establish the shore based air force forward area 
as a joint task force effective 1 May. Your nomination of Major General Hale for 
duty as TF com approved. He should report to me for assignment about 
]5 April. Request he initiate the organization of a suitable joint staff 
submitting to me his requirements for Marine and Naval personnel for that 
purpose. 

14 1800 COMINCH to CINCPOA. 


U 

G 


Difficulty has been experienced by planning staffs in exchanging information 
and views during the preparation of a plan without such information being 
interpreted as definite and binding. This arises, owing to there being no 
means of distinguishing between official dispatches which are definite and 
binding and those which are in fact discussions on paper. The Joint Chiefs 
of Staff have, therefore, authorized special arrangements for the exchange 
of planning information between the Joint Staff Planners and the U.S. members 
of the planning staffs of theater and area commanders. In order to allow 
freedom of expression of views to the planning staffs it is essential that 
their messages should be confined to the staff level of the planning team 
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March (GCT) 

14 1800 COM INCH to CINCPOA. - continued - 


concerned and that their distribution should be strictly limited. All such 
messages will, therefore, be marked with the symbols listed below to indi¬ 
cate that the message is only to be passed to the Joint Planning Staff 
concerned: PLANPOA. Joint Staff Planners, Washington, to Pacific Ocean 
Areas. POAPLAN. Pacific Ocean Areas to Joint Staff Planners, Washington. 


28 2109 COMINCH & CNO to CINCPAC Info COMAIRPAC COMFAIRWESTCOAST. 


ComAirPac serial 00153 of 19 Feb. CarDiv3 21 and 23 dissolved. These ships 
plus CVE's 84 to 92 inclusive when ready assigned exclusively transport and 
training duty. Authority granted temporarily employ CVE's 76 to 83 on tran¬ 
sport duty until relieved by above ships at which time made recommendation 
regarding formation CarDivs 27 and 28. Decision reserved regarding perman¬ 
ent assignment CVE’s 93 to 104. Authority granted adjust personnel comple¬ 
ments CVE's assigned permanent transport duty. Designate training carriers 
by name to insure maintenance appropriate personnel these ships. Effective 
15 April you are authorized establish in Air Force PacFlt command for 
administration and coordination CVE's engaged aircraft transport. Commander 
to be designated Commander Carrier Transport Squadron Pacific Fleet short 
title ComCarTransRonPac with rank rear admiral. Make nomination for this 
office. Para. Total 47 CompRons will be formed for PacFlt CVE's. Para. 
Bureaus and offices Navy Department take necessary action. 

April 


05 0623 C0M7THFLT to COMINCH & CNO, CINCPOA. BUREAUS NAVY DEPT, 
C0MS0PAC C0MSER0NS0PAC NAVBASE MANUS ACNB DIRPACD0CK 

SANFRAN DIRPACDOCK FEARL. TF COMDRS 7TH FLT 


U.S. Naval Base MANUS established April 4 SEEADLER HARBOR 
ADMIRALTY ISLANDS. Approximate posit lat 02 degs South. 
Long 147-20 East. Commodore J. B. Boak USN Commanding. 
Request pertinent adees notify offices concerned. 


15 0645 NAVAL LIASON OFFICER AT BOMBAY. INDIA to OPNAV Info JICNAV 
NEW DELHI. ALUSLOS COLOMBOS, AHACHI CALCUTTA. ALUSNAS 

MELBOURNE CAIRO, CSWPSF CINCPAC 

This is Part 1 of my 150645 * At 1300 14 April fire was re¬ 
ported on SS FORT STIKINE at NR 1 berth Victoria dock carry¬ 
ing 1000 tons TNT and other explosives. At 1620 this ship 
exploded causing heavy devastation and firing 10 other ships 
in Victoria later observed gutted at 1650 Brit hired trans¬ 
port JALAPADMA carrying munitions exploded at number 2 bert.li 
Viotoria spreading further devastation and fire throughout 
Princes dock containing 11 ships. These 2 docks PLQK area 
bounded by line running from Carnac Basin West across Carnac 
bridge North along GIP Railway to Elphinstone bridge road 
East to Frere road North to Malet road East to Malet Basin 
completely gutted. Fire still spreading in tenement district 
West as far as 5 blocks from Gip railway North from Carnac 
bridge road to 1 block north of Masjid bridge road. Some 
areas still uncontrolled. Windows shattered 2 miles from 
explo. Alexandria dock undamaged except for This Part 2 
of my 150645. BUNKERING and pimping facilities. HUGHES and 
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15 0645 NAY LIASON OFFICER AT BOMBAY INDIA to OPNAV - continued - 


MEREWE at her dry docks undamaged. Most ships in Princes 
dock believed gutted. Estimated 2000 persons killed out¬ 
right several thousand injured. American and Brit Armies 
patroling and clearing area. SS HENRY J RAYMOND at NR 4 
Alexandra dock undamaged and moved to open harbor at 1100 
15 April. Panamanian ships NORSE TRADER and IOAN at Vic¬ 
toria docks gutted. SS CHUNGSHAN and EDWARD J OBRIEN sailed 
safely 20 minutes before explosion. Port not officially 
closed but badly crippled will take months to repair damage. 
Only damage to our building broken glass. Entire staff 
safe. All times local. 

30 2317/54 CINCPOA to ALPAC info COMGENCENPAC 

MARSHALL ISLANDS Sub Area established and my serial 00039 
effective 1 May. Rear Admiral Alva Bernhard assigned duty 
as Sub Area Commander. 



May(GCT ) 

06 0145 COMDR SUB-AREA MARSHALLS to CINCPOA info COMFORDAREA 
ATCOM ENIWETOK, ATCOM MAJURO, ISCOM ENBEBI, ISCOM KOI. 

ISCOM KWAJALEIN 



Q 


In accordance paragraph three CinCPac and CinCPOA serial 
001110 and Paragraph three Com Forward Area Serial 00328 
Commander Marshalls Sub Area, Rear Admiral Alva D. Bern- 
hard, has assumed military governorship of Marshall Islands 
of 1 May as Representative of CinCPOA. 

07 2020 COMFWDAREACENTPAC to CINCPOA info CTF 59 

Summary Operations period 1-5 May inclusive. 

Tonnage of bombs dropped on enemy targets follows: 

JALUIT 59, MILLE 31, WOTIE 88, MALOELAP 27, TAONGI 1, 

NAURU 9, PONAPE 94, TRUK 86, propaganda leaflets dropped. 
Anti-aircraft fire varied from none to moderate over most 
targets with intense light AA reported at NAURU and on 1 
WOTJE strike. In April average percentage of aircraft hit 
by AA at MILLE, MALOELAP, WOTJE and JALUIT was 2.1 against 
3.8 in March and 5.7 in February. Condition of enemy bases: 
Most installations on MILLE, WOTJE and MALOELAP destroyed. 
Native scouts and POW reports indicate profitable targets 
for dive bombers still on ENEYBOR and EMIDJ Islands at JALUIT. 
JABOR practically devoid of military installations and per¬ 
sonnel. All lesser MARSHALL Atolls occupied except TAONGI 
and U.S. sovereignty proclaimed to natives. Bombing and 
strafing attacks on TaONGI have destroyed enemy installations. 
NAURU airfield appears inoperational; craters in both runways. 
WAKE airfield operational and AA intense and accurate. Old 
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07 2020 COMFWDAREA CENTPAC to CINCPOA info CTF 59 - continued. 

PONAPE airfield reported inoperational but repairs nearly 
completed; new airfield emergency use only. Search reported 
3 small vessels at WAKE on 4 Lay. ASW patrol attacked possi 
ble sub 13 miles SW ENIWETOK resulting in oil slick but no 
further contacts. Enemy sub campaign Marshalls appears 
discontinued. 

12 0050 C0MFV/DAR3A C5NPAC to CINCPOA Info CTF 59 

Summary operations period 6-10 May inclusive: Tonnage 
of bombs on enemy targets follows: W0TJE 71, JAHJIT 66, 

TRUK 58, PONAPE 52, MILLE 24, TAROA 21, WAKE 6, GUAM 2, 
MURIL0 2, TA0NGI 1, NAURU 1/2 KU3AIE 1/2. Propaganda 
leaflets dropped. Strike planes got 7 enemy VF sure 
3 probable at GUAM. Our planes 6 damaged none lost. 
Antiaircraft reported mostly meager occasionally moderate 
with intense light AA 1 strike each W0TJE and TAROA. Con¬ 
dition of enemy bases no substantial change from last 
report except 2 W0TJE magazines destroyed by low altitude 
bombing. Runways as follows: 7/0TJE and KAL0ELAP inopera¬ 
tional but some recent repairs, MILLS no recent repair 
but runway A might be used by VF, NAURU runway Number 1 
probably operational Number 2 inoperational by few scattered 
craters, PONAPE old runway B operational A inoperational 
new airstrip emergency use only, KUSAIE inoperational. 
Searches negative except Navy Liberators destroyed MAVIS 
and attacked EMILY about 220 miles NW of TRUK also destroyed 
BETTY 65 miles SE TRUK. 2 other EETTY3 sighted near outer 
limits of 7V411 and 4V413* Mitchells saw probable EMILY 
near 7/ coast of PONAPE. '.'eight of attacks being increased 
on NAURU and WAKE and reduced on MARSHALLS bases with 
concentration on runways and pinpoint targets. Continuous 
night observation and harrassnent WOTJE, MAL0ELAP, and 
MILLE. Daily ASW patrols by VP and VB(M) discontinued. 

15 2122 COM 5TH PHIB to CINOPAC info C0M5THFLT, COMINCH. CHSF . 

COMGRP 2 & 2 5TH PHIB, COM 3RD PHIB, APC0M5THPHIB, COM NYPH 

During Heavy weather last night in ALENUIHAHA CHANNEL 3 LOT 
were lost overboard from LST as follows: LCT999 from LST 71; 
LCT 988 from LST 485; LCT 984 from LST 390. Last 2 LCT . 
were vessels carrying Mortars. 988 sunk; 984 water logged 
with YMS standing by. Only slight damage to LSTS. 1 Mortar 
LCT still on board. Apparently high loading caused by 
Mortars too great and the project to transporting Mortar 
LCT in LST will be abandoned. Crews were on board all 
recovered except 11. Continuing air and surface search for 
survivors. 999 is in tow of LST enroute LAHAINA. 2 AKA 
enroute to take over tows. Board of investigation being 
ordered 
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17 0350 CTF 57 to CINCPOA Info CTF 59 
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Summary operation period 11-15 May ihclusive. Tonnage of bombs on enemy 
targets follows: JALUIT 277, TRUK 104, TAROA 67, PONAPE 40, WOTJE 35, 

MILLE 26, NAURU 15, PULUWAT l/4. Propaganda leaflets dropped. Night 
h&rrassment conducted TAROA, WOTJE and MILLE 13th to 15th. Concentrated 
attack on JALUIT from forenoon 14th to dawn 15th summarized in CTF 59 
dis 160230 results unknown. Our planes 1 Dauntless lost, crew rescued. 

20 minor damage. Anti-aircraft mostly meager to nil with intense light 
AA reported by 1 fighter-bomber mission each at TINIET and ENYBOR. Condition 
enemy runways: WOTJE and MALOELAP inoperational, but extensive repairs 
made recently to NE-SW strips both fields. MILLE inoperational. NAURU 
runways 1 and 2 appear operational. PONAPE limited operation. Searches 
negative except Coronado destroyed Betty 320 miles NE of TRUK and Navy 
Liberator bombed 5000 ton AK TRUK LAGOON with unobserved results. Saw 16 
to 24 medium large AK's anchored west of DUBLOH and UMAN. 

23 0321 CINCPOA to C CM INCH Info COMOENCKNPAC 

My 220710. Losses were 6 LST's. Number of dead and missing not yet defi¬ 
nite. Wounded in hospitals as of noon today 166 Navy, 203 Marines 17 
Coast Guard 20 Army 4 civilians. Dead in hospitals 3 Navy 1 Marine 8 
unidentified. 120 others released after treatment minor injuries. Prin¬ 
cipal material losses LST 69, 43, 179, 353, 39, 480. 3 LCT's. About 17 

LVT's and 8 165-rnm guns with other corps artillery equipment. Explosion 
originated in LST 353 in vicinity of truck being loaded with Army 4.2 
mortar ammunition by detail from 91st Army Chemical Company of which ap¬ 
proximately 83 men are still unaccounted for. Court of inquiry ordered 

members RAdm Shafroth, RAdm Schoeffel, Capt. Shumaker. Please inform War Dept. 

FORAGER target date will be delayed but little if at all. Will advise 
you before making press release. 

22 0300 CTF 57 to CINCPOA Info CTF 59 

Summary operations 16 Mah (West Longitude) to 21 May (east Longitude) in¬ 
clusive: bomb tonnage on enemy targets: TAROA 104, WAKE 93, SOTJE 67, PONAPE 
29, NAURU 24, JALUIT 22, MILLE 22, PULUWAT 1. Propaganda leaflet campaign 
slowed by weather but progressing. Night harassment MARSHALLS bases contin¬ 
ued. AA fire weak or none except intense at WAKE, NAURU. Our losses 1 Lib¬ 
erator 6hot down by WAKE AA. 25 planes damaged total. Condition of enemy 
runways: MALOELAP 1 runway possibly operational. WOTJE inoperational under 
repair. MILLE 2 runways possibly operational. NAURU probably operational. 
PONAPE probably inoperational. CORONADO shot down eastbound BETTY 540 miles 
WNW ENIWETOK. Navy search Liberator probably sank 10,000 ton AO and 5000 
ton AK at TRUK. 
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27 0320 CTF 57 to CINCPOA Info CTF 59 


t 



T 


Summary operations 22 May to 26 May inclusive: Bomb tonnage on enemy tar¬ 
gets results generally ufaknown. WOTJE 227, including coordinated attack 
22nd partially weathered out; JALUIT 66, MILLE 14, PONAPE 15, KUSAIE 1 3/4, 
ROTA li, PULUWAT 3/4, RUO Propaganda leaflet campaign continued. 

Weather curtailed operations 23rd and 24th. Plan to reduce weight of bomb- 
ing attacks MARSHALLS due lack of definite targets and to conserve ammuni¬ 
tion. Further bombing missions principally for training, surveillance, and 
targets of opportunity. AA mostly meager to nil. Our losses 2 F4U's by 
WOTJE AA, 1 pilot rescued: 1 B-25 down 20 miles from PONAPE, cause unknown, 
search for crew in progress. 16 other planes damaged, para. Condition 
enemy runways: generally inoperational. Para. Native scout spy mission to 
MILLE reports garrison now approximately 3000 military 2000 laborers after 
estimated 2000 casualties. Ammunition fuel very limited but food conditions 
fair due abundant native products. Para. Photos obtained ROTA and PAGAN. 

Tow plane of TG 58.6 reported sub 60 miles NW MAJURO 26th hunter killer in 
progress. 


'19 2206 COMINCH & CNO TO CINCPAC INFO CINCLANT, C0M7THFLT, C0M8THFLT, C0M12THFLT, 
CQMSOWESPAC, COMDT MARCORPS, COS ARMY, VICE CNO, BUPERS. 




Modify raydis 111902 August. Amphibious forces Pacific Fleet hereby re¬ 
designated as follows. (A) Amphibious forces Pacific Vice Admiral Turner. 

(B) Third Amphibious Force Rear Admiral Wilkinson. (C) Fifth Amphibious 
Force Vice Admiral Turner. (D) Group 1 Amphibious Forces Pacific Rear 
Admiral Blandy. Group 2 Amphibious Forces Pacific Rear Admiral Hill. 

Group 3 Amphibious Forces Pacific RearAdmiral Conolly. Group 4 Amphibious 
Forces Pacific Rear Admiral Riefsnider. Group 5 Amphibious Forces Pacific 
Rear Admiral Fort. Group 6 Amphibious Forces Pacific Rear Admiral Royal. 

(E) (E) Training Command Amphibious Forces Pacific Rear Admiral Davis. (F) 

Administrative Command Amphibious Forces Pacific Commodore Phillips. 

(O') Commander Amphibious Forces Pacific is type commander for all amphibious 
forces Pacific Fleet, The assignment of units to amphibious groups and 
assignment of amphibious groups to particular amphibious forces for par¬ 
ticular operations will be as directed by CINCPAC. This is CominCh and CNO 

iml&ci) NUM3ER 22 - 

03 1330 COMINCH to CINCPOA Info COMNAVGROUP CHINA, CONSUBPAC . 

COL. 7TK FIT, CTF lT. 


CominCh reenciphers WARX 45291 2nd June. "From Joint Chiefs of 
Staff 71469 to CINCSOWESPAC area Brisbane Australia. ComGen 
USAF CHINA BURMA, INDIA REAR ECHELON NEW DELHI INDIA. ComGen 
USAF CHINA, BURMA AND INDIA FORWARD ECHELON CHUNGKING CHINA. 
ComGen 14th Air force PUNNING CHINA. ComNavGroup CHINA. Com 
SubPac. Com 7th Fit. CTF 71. To MacArthur and Stillwell for 
action. ComGen 14th Air Force for info. To clarify situations 
such as that delineated in ComNavUnit 14th AAF 120200 and 
related despatches and Joint Chiefs of Staff direct that air 
and naval (including Submarine) operations shall not be 
projected from one area into another or others without the prior 
concurrence of and coordination with the Area Commander or 
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COMINCH to CINCPOA info COMNAVGROUP CHINA, COMSDBPAC , 

COM 7TH FLT. GTE 71 - Continued 

Commanders concerned except under exceptional circumstances 
wherein specific opportunity to damage the enemy would be 
lost through delay and then only when there is adequate 
assurance that friendly forces will not be jeopradized". 

01 0730 CTF 57 to CINCPOA info CTF 59 

Summary of operations 27 May to 31 May inclusive ; bomb 
tonnage on enemy targets JALUl 1 ? 3l, WOTJE 6$, PONAPE 54, 

WAKE 42, MILLE 40, TAROA 23, TRUK 12, GUAM and SAIPAN 4 by 
photo planes. 1 B24 and crew lost to interceptors at SAIPAN 
and another damaged. 12 planes damaged by AA over all 
targets. MARSHALLS AA meager to nil. 2 Corsairs and 
pilots lost by mid air collision. 2 Zekes or Hamps destroy¬ 
ed sure and 2 probable SAIPAN and 1 probable GUAM. Native 
scout spy mission to MILLE reports 2000 bombing casualties. 
3000 military and 2000 Korean laborers remain. Small radios 
operating underground. All big guns damaged but not defi¬ 
nitely knocked out. 1 meal of rice per week but native 
foods are available in fair amount from islands accessible 
on foot from MILLE IS. at low tide. No shipping or boats 
in use. Ammunition supply limited and being conserved. 

Japs concentrated on MILLE IS. with few on T0KAWA IS. 
use underground shelters and disperse along reef during 
bombing. Natives number about 400 and are on ALU, ENAJET 
and LUKUN0R. Similar scout mission to MAL0ELAP reports 
garrison reduced from 5000 to 2500 including 500 Korean 
laborers. Commandant killed by bombing and flight comm¬ 
ander now in charge. All shipping except 2 motor boats des¬ 
troyed. Some mobile artillery units concealed underground. 
Minor stocks of ammunition and fuel still on hand. Japs 
concentrated on TAR0A and REUTER IS. with a few on PIGEEYAT 
and ENIBEN IS. food supply entirely exhausted except for 
native products. Natives totalling about 400 are on 
northern and western islands of Atoll and on AIRIK. Japs 
exerting pressure to make natives produce more food. Enemy 
runways generally inoperational except NAURU and WAKE 

051300 C0MINCH A ND CNO to CINCPOA info C0KS0PAC. C0M7THPHIB. 
COI.fl’flHfrL'T. C0Iv'.3RDPHIB, COI.^TK^LT. 

MarCorps Dis. (1) Effective immediately CG 5th PhibCorps 
designated type commander for all Fleet Marine Ground 
Forces Pacific Ocean Areas. (2) Effective on date to be 
announced by CinCPOA following organization established 
for Fleet Marine Ground Forces Pacific Ocean Areas: 
(A)Headquarters Fleet Marine Forces Pacific - Lt. Gen. 

H. M. Smith. (B) Present Marine Administrative Command 
5th PhibCorps redesignated Administrative Command Fleet 
Marine Forces Pacific and to function as a subordinate 
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COMINCH AND CNO to CINCFOA info COHSOPAC, COU7THFHIB. 

COKVtHFLT, COM3RDPHIB. COM5THFLT. - Continued - 

command of Headquarters Fleet Marine Forces Pacific. 

Major Gen. Julian Smith. (C) 3rd Amphibious Corps - 
Maj. Gen. R. S. Geiger. (D) 5th Amphibious Corps - 
Maj. Gen. Harry Schmidt. (E) Commanding General Fleet 
Marine Forces Pacific will be Type Commander for all Fleet 
Marine Forces Pacific. (3) MarCorps is authorized to deal 
directly with CinCPOA in regard to details of the above 
reorganization. 

06 0400 CTF 57 to CINCPOA info CTF 59. 

Summary of Operations 1 to 5 June inclusive. Bomb tonnage 
on enemy targets TRUK 78, MALOELAP 22, WOTJE 20, NAURU 19, 
PONAPE 18, MILLS 14, JALUIT 7# AA meager or none except 
intense at NAURU our damage 4 Mitchells, 3 Marine Dauntless, 

1 Corsair. No losses or casualties. Propaganda leaflet drops 
Continued. Search planes damaged Nick 610 miles east of 
SAIPAN and attacked another 300 miles northeast of TRUK with¬ 
out results. Encountered convoy 50 miles east of FULUWAT in¬ 
cluding large AK, 2 medium AK’s, 1 DD and 7 armed auxiliaries. 
Probably sank large AK and strafed auxiliaries. Following 
day sank 1 auxiliary and damaged another probably of same con¬ 
voy 55 miles west of PULUWAT. SNOOPER approached MAJURO from 
south at 050116 GCT and retired to southwest at 27,000 feet. 
Hellcats unable to intercept due to bad weather. Combat air 
patrol established. Day and nignt air harassment and ob¬ 
servation of MILLE, MALOELAP, JALUIT and WOTJE with surface 
blockade continuous. 

12 0037 CTG 58.1 to COM 5TH FLT info CINCPAC 


Daily Summary Report including D minus 4 Fighter Sweep. A 
11 June. B 58 . C 46 plus 23 over destroyer scout pickets. 

D 17 plus 16 anti SNOOPER. E 1 ton. F 1 F6F by AA fire. H 
1 Pilot missing. L 1 large AK 501L, 1 large A0 501H strafed 
at GUAM, 1 Medium AK 115A, 2 trawlers and 1 barge 105 strafed 
at ROTA. M 27 ZEKES 4 T0J0S GUAM, 3 ZEKES 10 miles southwest 
of ROTA, 4 Emily 1 Betty 1 Irving 1 Fran force pilots and 
photo. N 1 ZEKE 0R0TE. Q, 2VBM Agana, 3 unidentified 0R0TE. 

R 2 unidentified 1 ZLKE 1 single engine 0R0TE, 1 twin engine 
1 single engine AGANA. V AGANA revetments and dispersal areas 
strafed several trucks striped at ROTA 207Y. Comments vis¬ 
ibility poor in vicinity target. ZEKES appeared very new 
some with belly tanks. No planes seen on ground ROTA. No 
antiaircraft fire at ROTa. Heavy AA at GUAM intense and in¬ 
accurate. No automatic Ail observed. 
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11 0400 COMMANDER FORWARD AREA CENTRAL PACIFIC to CINCPOA info 
CTF 59 ~~ 

Summary of operations 6 to 10 June inclusive: Bomb Tonnage 
on enemy Targets: TRUK 29, TAROA 28, MILLE 21, PONAPE 21, 
NAURU 15, ’/VOTJE 11, JALUIT 6, OCEAN 1 3/4, PULAWAT (BY 
SEARCHER) 1 1/8, GUAM (By Photo Mission) 1/8. Propaganda 
leaflet drops continued. AA mostly meager except intense 
at OCEAN and NAURU. Our casualties: 4 fighters, 1 Catalina 
lost, 16 planes damaged. 2 Pilots missing. Search planes 
encountered increased Jap air activity in CAROLINES. BETTY 
shot down by Coronado 500 miles NW ENIWETOK, another by Navy 
Liberator 400 miles N TRUK: Damaged 2-engined fighter 220 
miles N TRUK, attacked KATE 50 miles E TRUK: also sighted 
BETTY 60 miles E TRUK, another 270 miles NWE TRUK, 2 KATES 
80 miles E TRUK and unidentified plane 100 miles WSW PONAPE. 
Searcher strafed destroyed 50 foot fishing boat OROLUK. 
Sighted possible Sub 290 miles WE ENIWETOK. Fighter RECCO 
destroyed 4 sigle-engined float planes JALUIT LAGOON 6th. 
snooper believed Hamp approached MAJURO from South 090020Z 
retiring to SW at 30,000 feet. Combat air patrol unable to 
close. Four Japs found BASCOME ISLAND KWAJALEIN ATOLL 10th. 
Evacuation of natives from outlying islands WOTJE ATOLL to 
ARNO underway. 

12 1230 CTG 58.1 to CTF 51, CTF 53. CTG 52.17, CTG 52.10. CTF 58. 

Info "CWT7Y COM '5'fa ^TeeT! - ---- 

Preliminary report on GUAM from CTG 58.1. Heavy concentration 
AA around OROTE FIELD. Both from Pilot reports and photos. 
Same applies to AGANA pilots reports only. Island beach def¬ 
enses AGAT BAY and ASAN POINT to AGANA remain unchanged as 
shown PRI3IC report 407 with following exceptions: New 
Pillbox and possible covered artillery replacements noted 
in 380 and 381, possible artillery positions in 600. Small 
gun emplacement on CABRAS ISLAND intersection. 578 and 556 
seen in photos. Surf appears mild. Reef off beaches 
extremely shallow at low tide. Above based on limited 
photographic interpretation. 

13 0410 CTG 58.4 to COM 5TH FLT info CINCPAC. CTF 58 . 

ComTaskFor 58 enciphers ComtaskGroup 58.4. 120331. 3637. 

A 11. B 41. C 48. D 16. El 1/4. F 4 VF . H 3 pilots. 

K 1 small AK. M 12 ZEKES 1 TOJO 1 EMILY 1 MAVIS. N 1 ZEKE. 

0 1 OSCAR . P 5 EMILY 4 JAKE 1 RUFE. Q, 7 EMILY. V Seaplane 
Base Flores Point Dump Marpi Point. Heavy AA areas 216 
217, 218, 225, 228, 236, 237, 247, 248, 255- PARPI POINT 
FIELD nil aircraft apparently inoperational 
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13 0520 CTF 58 to CTF 51, CTF 53, CTG 52,17, CTG 32.10 

Vehicle tracks extending onto reef from beach. Distance 
of from 650 to 900 feet in areas 208V, 200C, 191Z, 191P, 
and 170M. New fire trench in area 191P 160 feet long. 
Continuous fire trench along beach between 134Y and 126 ltem. 
900 foot fire trench under construction in 126Y. Above 
are new installations noted SAIPAN on 12 June. Town 
GARAPAN has much anti-aircraft fire. Cover MANIAGASSA 
ISLAND with ship fire it is a fortress of small stuff. 

Keep coming Marines they will run like hell when you arrive. 

13 0615 CTG 58.1 to Com5THFLT Info OINCPAC. CTF 58 

CTG 58.1 Daily Summary Report . (A) 12 June. (B) 469 in¬ 
cluding 12 special search and 6 VFN hecklers. (C) 42 
including 2 VFN and 6 VFN and 6 special lifeguard sub cap. 
(D) 16 plus 16 anti snoop. (E) 170 tons. (F) 4 F 6 F, 1 TBF. 
(G) 3 SB2C, 1 TBF. (H) 4 pilots and 2 crew plus 1 pilot 
in water still missing. (I) 1 pilot (1 crew seriously 
injured). (K) 1 medium AK ROTA 127 U. (L) 1 medium AK ROTA 
115 C, 1 sampan and 60 foot ship GUAM 378. (M) 10 ZEKES 

and 2 Tojos 2 IRVINGS, 1 SALLY, 1 NICK at targets, 2 
JUDY force. (N) 3 ZEKES targets. (0) 1 twin engine target. 
(P) 12 single engine, 9 twin engine, 0R0TE photos, 2 single 
engine VF and 1 VM AGANA. (R) 3 twin engine, 2 single engine 
0R0TE photos, 8 single engine AGANA, 1 single engipe ROTA. 
Part 2 . U at 0R0TE by grid location heavy AA posits 451, 
472, 492, 412, 607-8 medium or light 474, 473 , 452 , 451, 

450 barracks 474 , 451 , ships 474 buildings 473 all pilot 
reports, photo interpretation. (V) 0R0TE radio station 
474, radar tower 427 . AA 490, 296 , 474, 451, 452 shops 474 
control tower 473 runway dispersal areas 451 , 452 , 473 , 474 
AGANA AA posits 607 FGKL, 608 AFLM0, 609 GN, 622 WX, 593 
BCH, 610 GM, workshop and hangar areas 609 MQ, dispersal 
areas 608 RM PARRUCBS 569 UV^, buildings 590 J, runways 18 
hits, ROTA 192 FKP all pilot reports. End. Heavy AA 
intense and accurate. ’Weather 43881033. 

n n 6 l^ C0M5THFLT to CTF 51 Info CINCP0A, CTG 52.2, CTG 52.10, 
fflG.52.17, All TG COMMANDERS 5TH FIT. 

Comdr. W. I. Martin Com VT 10 ENTERPRISE landed by para¬ 
chute in water 300 yards off beach CHARAN KAN0A airstrip 
SAIPAN sheet 3 B target area I 58 E at 0640 K (-10) 13th 
states water calm crossing reef about 0720 with depths 
4 to six feet within lagoon clear sand bottom scattered 
coral heads 1 to 3 feet below surface. Reef submerged 18 
to 24 inches about 20 yards wide. Length of reef marked 
every 300 yards with white or red pennants. Surf 2 to 3 
feet on outer edge of reef and coral brittle and crumbly. 

No underwater construction observed. Beach appeared to be 
gradual sloping soft coral sand weather 0500 GOT 58821033. 
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13 0358 CTG 58.2 to CTF 58, COM 5TH FLEET info CINCPAC . 

Summary of operations. Summary report A 12 June B427 C58 D20 E148 tons 
80 rockets F 2 TDF 1 F6F G 1 T3F H 3 pilots 4 crewman L barge TANAPAG 
strafed in SEOF defense photo run 1! 1 June force P 1 single twin engine 
GURGUAN Q 1 '’AVIS TANGPAG R 6 twin eng1re“uSDl emily TANAPAG ALJNJML01T 
S 1 twin engine U buildings 641,526,527,520,621,554,564. Radio station 
605. V buildings 566R and TENIAN town. Radio station 56*. Radio RDF 
power stations USHl . Cane fields fired north and south TENIAN all pilot. 
Some 20 gun posits bombed but no photos to show gits. AA reported re¬ 
duced. Have good photo of 4 engine Lix. 

13 0412 CTG 58.4 to COM 5TH FLT info CINCPAC, CTF 58 . 

CTF 58 enciphers CTG 58.4. 121506. Report para 3637. A 12. 3 22 RIME 
plus 12 special search. C 73. D 90. E 12 1/2. F 3 VF 2 VT 0VP VB. - G 
1 V3 1 VT. H 2 pilots 2 crewmen. Ill pilot. J and L see my 121510. 

P 3 nells PAGAN. Q 1 VF PAGAN. U 3 hangars. Barracks , RDF, 50 percent 
field barracks PAGAN. VAA posits, buildings, instaTlations, SAIPAN grid 
areas 112. 121. 122. PAGAN field heavily strafed. 

13 1212 CTG 58.1 to CTF 51, CTG 52.17, CTF 53, CTG 52.10 info CTF 58, C0M5THFLEET, 
CTG £3.2. 

Report on beach defenses GUAM at end of D minus 2 day. Photos facpi point 
to west side TUMON bay show guns and beach defenses listed PRIEGC 407 un¬ 
changed except destruction following gun positions: 7 MG FP~759-T25. 3 

new auto AA FP 777-119. Hew pill boxes area 634 and 649. Pill box 557 L. 

3 AA FP 775-116. 2 of 4 heavy AA FP 790-099. Following new defense: 

Mobile artillery FP 775-055. Pillbox FP 781-055. 3 auto AA FP 159-822. 

3 to 5 MG and pillbox FP 153-818. Pilbox FP 158-830 TP.SNBWEK square 580 R. 
Replacement FP 170-847. 2 MG and replacement square 580 D. Underwater 

barrier square 580 D. Boat barrier square 6 021’ 60 yeoman double. Nets 
APRA HARBOR entrance. Pilots claim destruction pillbox FP 825-154. Auto 
AA FP 822-758. Heavily hit heavy AA square 412 A and B. Coast defense 
battery 649 HI fired on rescue sub. Guns set back in cliffs. Surf condi¬ 
tions still mild. 

13 2313 CTG 58.7 via CTF 58 to CTF 51, CTF 58 info COMCRUDIV 4, CTF 52, CTG 52.18, 
CTF 'ft. 


CTF 58 encyphers 131950 from CTG 58.7. Quote. 2432 of the largest caliber 
and 12544 5 inch projectiles were landed in assigned targets by this task 
group in addition to these ammunition expended by DesDiv 12 who reports 
separately. Guns in area6 152, 156 and 165 were not touched by bombardment 
but were worked on by air with unknow results. Areas 236, 225, 216, 137 
and L1ANIAGASSA were thoroughly plastered. No fire received from beach ex¬ 
cept feeble 3 inch whioh soon ceased. Heavy fires and numerous explosions 
in towns and seaplane base. All know gun positions west coast SAIPAN and 
northwest coast TINIAN were targets of heavy fire. Sweepers not molested 
and reported negative mines. 2 large hulks and numerous small vessels 
TANAPAG harbor some of which mount guns. Air reported possible coast de¬ 
fense gun in area 181Y. 
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14 0048 CTF 58 to COM 5TH FLEET info CINCPAC, CTF 51 , 

Report task group 58.3. A 13 June B 333 C 48 D 24 E 107 and 56 rockets- 
F3VTH 2 pilots 1 observer 5 aircrew K 1-60 foot trawler L 5 60 foot 
trawlers at grid GN 42. 3 burning 1 smoking 1 making 3 knots. 3 luggers 
25 miles west AGINGAN point P 1 twin engine plane USHII Q 1 Emily on ramp 
at flores point R Tiss Al ito U Barracks 108 GUYEN, buildings 131 AF, oil 
storage 148 FV guns llO T, 118 UAA 106 E, 108 LMN, 111 FG, 117 E, 124, 

126 J, 132, 147, 159, 100, 209, 217, 22 FUKWYEDPECIWO 28, 236, 244 beach 
defenses 126 T RT buildings 244. GARAPAN burned by incendiaries and 
phosphorous shells. 


14 0526 COM 5TH FLT to CTF 58 info CTG'S 58.1, 58.2, 58.3, 58.4 ALL TFC 5TH FIT, 
CINCPAC. ---" 

Estimate separated enemy forces may assemble and be within striking 
distance MARIANAS on 17 June. Since enemy intentions are not clear desire 
TG 58.1 and TG 58.4 proceed toward IWO JB!A to carry out scheduled strikes. 
If further information indicates enemy advance toward MARIANAS these task 
groups will be recalled in time to coordinate air strikes on enemy force 
with other carrier task groups. Directive will be issued in separate dis¬ 
patch. Refuel and replace aircraft TG 58.2 and 58.3 on D plus 1 day. 

14 2243 CTG 58.4 to COMFIFTH FLEET Info CINCPAC, CTF 58 

3637 report. A 13. B 137 includes extended shipping strikes 
plus 14 special search. C 60. D 20. E 65 . 1 1 small AK previous¬ 
ly damaged, 1 ditto west area 56 , 2 coastal vessels by Aus- 
burne and Thatcher on rescue mission, 18-16 145-40. K 2 small 
AK, 1 small vessel. L 6 small vessels. M 1 Betty over re¬ 
tains convoy, 2 Bettys force, 1 Betty 1 Helen on searches. 

V Gun posits MUTCHO POINT AREA barracks areas 50, 62, hangers 
43 D 3, buildings 50 E 1-4 and 56 . SAIPAN AQ.QS a areas 216, 

217, 225, 236, 255, CD 165 . From photos Pagan Radio Station 
Area 56 D 4, RD (Fox) area 50 E 3- Pilot reports gun posit 
SAIPAN appears to be in area 164 instead of 165 . Thatcher 
reports 4 camouflaged buildings on crest of spur bearing 
northeast 1000 yards from observation spot HO chart 5358 
ALAMAGAN ISLAND. Possible new MG posits north west part 
MAGICIENNE BAY. MARPI POINT STRIP appears serviceable. Number 
on tail of 1 Betty shot down was 08-326. Supplement report 
12th. K 12 Sampans. 


15 0109 CTG 58.1 to COMFIFTHFLEET info CTF 58, CINCPAC 

Daily summary report. A 13 June. 3 367 including 24 special 
search and 22 special shipping strike. C 33 plus 8 special 
scout pirket cap plus 9 special lifeguard sub cap RPT CAT. 

D 16 plus 16 anti snoop. E 132 tons. F 1 F 6 F at 0R0TE, 
pilot recovered safely by periscope method. G 1 F 6 F plus 
4 SB2C's jettisoned when 1 landing on BATAAN dove for deck 
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jumping barriers and wiping out other 3. J 1 SAMPAN ROTA 
138 L. L special shipping strike as reported my 130957. 

R 1 single engine rota 208 GG. U GUAM pill box and gun 
positions 557, M building 75757, 474, 475, 451, AA 412, 557-8 
fuel dump 451 radio station 474 CAUSEWAY to CABRAS 557 
V GUAM AA555-6-7, 431, 496, 585 LOX, PITI naval base 
buildings 556-7, AGANA town buildings 604 U, 585 D J 586 
A (CMHM) 585 EA K PQA 585 I J, 586 F 585 A 604 Y, 605 
WX, AGANA AREA 606 SO, 607 AT, 600 VR, pill boxes at OCA 
POINT 634, 635, 649, o50, ROTA hit S factories 115 E and 
138 U, fuel dump AL reported AA positions 138 H 1 JUT N T 
U. (UNCX) U and V all pilots. End. Comments: enemy air 
position Nil. Weather at targets excellent. Daily summary 
report. A 14 June. C 32. D 16 plus 16 anti snoop (XYMIKE) 

1 BSTYSF00CE. End. WX 46921345- 

15 1807 CTF 94 to COMINCH. CINCPAC. C0MN0RPAC. info ALL TFC NORPAC . 

This force 2 CA’s 2 CL’s 9 DD’s in darkness and heavy fog 
approached and bombarded MATSUWA between 1513 and 1543 GCT 
13th west longitude date. Approach and firing entirely by 
Radar. Mean firing range 14000 yards at speed 15. Amm¬ 
unition expended 560 rounds 8 inch HC 846 inch HC 3841 5 inch 
AA common. Weather precluded observation results. No cas¬ 
ualties ships or personnel. Search YAMATO WANA by DD’s showed 
no shipping there and none encountered by main group. No 
return gunfire met vicinity of force. Some evidence splashes 
well clear and to rear. No evidence enemy detection EC0M0T 
by Radar at about 30 minutes prior opening fire. Para. Out¬ 
ward and return to base followed weather fronts. No enemy 
aircraft encountered at any time. 

15 2314 CTF 58 to COMFIFTHFLEET info CINCPAC. CTF 51 . 

A report for TG 58.3 A 14 June B 249 C 48 D 30 E 81 D 8 J 
small abandoned AK 15-32 north - 145-35 East L landing barge 
ANTAHAN small AK ROTA mike betty 25 miles northwest of SAIPAN 
P 1 Tony ROTA 1 twin engine EHHI and 1 twin engine TINAN R 
twin engine TINAN U building ROTA 138 U and 233 P JJ0AEACK3 
191 0 6 trucks fuel 236EV SAIPAN AA 143, 149, 128 D 1 large 
building 1479 GUAM building and dispersal area 609 ROTA AA 192 
east 138 U SN P 193 barracks 192 row radio station 168 H boiler 
house 138 U. Leaflets dropped on SAIPAN. CABOT (CVL 28) YF 
pilot down by ZEKE on fighter sweep on 11 June picked up by 
CAPERTON (DD 65O) AT 245 K 145 in good condition ready for 
duty. He reports numerous bettys flew west morning 14th. 

16 0628 CTG 58.1 to COMFIFTH FLEET info CTF 58. CINCPAC 

Daily summary. A 15 June B 172 including 6 on search. C 
32 D 16, plus 17 anti snoop. E 58 tons. F 1 SB2C, 1 TBF, 

2 F6F. G 2 TBF, 1 SB2C, 1 F6F. H 3 pilots and 1 crew plus 1 
pilot and 2 crew missing last seen in rubber boat. J 1 
medium AK CHICHIJIMA F 7, TATSUTA KAWAI MARU of 1900 tons 

force, 112 
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survivors aboard HORNET, left SAIPAN for YOKASUKA, bow of ship 
blown off by Anti Sub-Anti snoop prior arrival DD who finish¬ 
ed her. L CHICHIJUvIA 6 luggers At F 5, H 6, H 8, 4 small AK’s 
M 8, M 13 HAHAJIMA 2 small AK’s F 20 and 21. M 33 ZEKES. 
CUZOJIMA of which Lieut Lloyd G. Barnard of VF 2 got 5. N 
2 ZEKES IWOJIMA. P 4 VF and 10 VBM IWOJIMA which may have 
been hit also by TG 58.4. R CHICHIJIMA 4 emilys G 7 and 8. 

U CHICHIJIMA AA posit G 9 and 5, 3 fuel dumps H 9 F 6, 2 
radio stations G 9 F 6, buildings H 9. V CHICHIJUMA hits on 
airfield G 5 and 6, buildings G 5, 8, F 5, item 6, probable 
fuel dump G 5, probable oil tanks G 8. HAHAJIMA buildings 
F 20, G 19, H 12 and 13. End. Comments: achieved complete 
surprise both targets. Only 1 poor strip at CHICHI. Very 
heavy weather prevented strikes on morning 16th. FUELED DD’s. 
Striking IWOJIMA afternoon, weather 55921263. 

16 0854Z HANSELL SIGNED ARNOLD to DOUGLAS FOR THOMAS, COMG ENCENTPAC 
lass to ClENCPOAl ' 

WAR-5156l-l6th. Fragmentary flash report on Mission No. 2. 
Bomber command v/hich follows is not for publication. Commu¬ 
nique being prepared by Wolfe for approval here for simul¬ 
taneous release. Incoming data still being received. Air¬ 
craft forward bases at time of takeoff total 83 B-29. Air¬ 
borne 67 takeoff 150918 GCT to 151128 GCT. In addition 1 
B-29 crashed on takeoff. Crew safe. Received reports from 
32 aircraft returned from mission advising 30 bombed primary 
target.industrial center (steel coke ship center) YAWATA 
approximately 1555 GCT. 2 bombed secondary target part of 
LA0YA0. Abortive 6 for mechanical and other reasons. Re¬ 
turned safely. 2 known lost 1 on takeoff as reported above 
and 1 photo recon plane shortly after takeoff in which 10 
of 11 crew members were killed. 1 reported lost 80 miles 
northeast of CHENGTU (not in enemy territory) unconfirmed. 
Remaining 3 unaccounted for of which 1 is not yet overdue 
because of late takeoff. Report of operation not yet received 
from additional 25 which returned safely. leather scattered 
clouds 3/10*s at primary target. Principally by radar was 
method of bombing. Each airplane carrier 8-500 lbs GP bombs. 
Planned altitude of bombing reported variable between 8,000 
and 18,000 feet. Bombing result believed to be good with 
fires and explosions in target area. Believe no damage to 
our aircraft from enemy opposition. 2 groups P-47 fighters 
total 150 aircraft for defense of bases in CHENGTU area. 

More details later. All here join in congratulations to 
Cincpoa and his command on current progress. 


17 0452 CTF 52 to TF 52 TG 51.18 Info C0M5THFLT, ALL TFC 5THFLT . 

This my Op Order A 20-44 Task Organization (Units assigned 
separately) A.Covering Group 1 RAdm Kingman. B. Covering 
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Group 2 RAdm Ainsworth. C. Retirement Group 1 Capt. 

Knowles. D. Retirement Group 2 VAdm Turner. E. Retire¬ 
ment Group 3 Capt. Robertson. F. Retirement Group 4 
RAdm Blandy. G. TEARAWAY Group RAdm Hill. H. Carrier 
Support Groups 1 RAdm Eogan. I. Carrier Support Groups 2 
RAdm Sallada. Para. 

1.Info Enemy fleet appears assembling preparatory to counter 
attack probably supported by land based air in CAROLINES, 
BONINS possibly MARIANAS. Northern Lancing Force estab¬ 
lished SAIPAN making progress forward from beachhead. Para. 

2. This force will support the Northern Landing Force, 
retire temporarily to eastward transports not required 
TEARAWAY, and cover TEARAWAY and retirement groups against 
enemy surface and air attack. Para. 

3. A and B Cover TEARAWAY and retirements groups from areas 
PATHS and ACME or from Eastward of TEARAWAY if directed. 

Para. 

3. C to F By 1830 17 June clear transport area retire to 
east northeastward return TEARAWAY when directed. Para. 

3* G Support Northern Landing Force Para 3 to cover retire¬ 
ment groups. Para. 

3. Item From eastward TEARAWAY as directed by RAdm Hill 
cover TEARAWAY and covering groups. Support Northern 
Landing Force. Para. 

3. X-ray This order effective on receipt. 

16 1020 CTF $7 to CINCPOA info OTF 59 

Summary of operations ll to 15 June inclusive: 

Bomb Tonnage on enemy targets: TRUK 112, NAURU 25, WOTJE 23, 
TAROA 19, PONAPE 18, MILLE 15, JALUIT 10, OCEAN 6. Propaganda 
leaflet drops continued. Night harassment MARSHALLS bases 
continued. AA mostly meager to moderate. Interception at 
TRUK minor except for 1 appearance of 7-12 interceptors of 
which army liberators got 1 sure 2 probable 4 damaged. Para. 
Our casualties: 1 corsar 1 mitchell lost, crews rescued. 22 
planes damaged. 1 man killed. Para. Searches: Navy lib¬ 
erator destroyed probable irving 240 miles ENE GUAM, others 
saw KATE 20 miles SE TRUK, unidentified planes 180 miles NW 
TRUK, 310 miles NW TRUK, 58 miles SW PONAPE, and over ANT 
ISLAND. Ventura sank 50 foot motorboat KUSAIE. Submarine 
probably sunk by BANGUST 60 miles NE R0I, 1 sub damaged or 
sunk by HASTINGS 10 N 163 E. Evacuation of natives from 
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WOTJE nearly complete, 700 removed to ARNO, 2 Jap men 1 
woman prisoners taken, 1 Jap or KOREAN captured BAURAEABA 
ISLAND TARAWA. 4 Japs killed BASCOME ISLAND, KWAJALEIN. 

21 0520 CTF 57 to Clncpoa info CTF 59 . 

Summary of operations 16 to 20 June inclusive: Bomb tonnage 
on enemy targets: TRUK 75, PONAPE 42, TAROA 29, NAURU 21, 
MILLE 20, JALUIT 10, WOTJE 8,. Propaganda leaflet drops com¬ 
pleted at OCEAN and NAURU. Night harassment MARSHALLS bases 
continued. AA mostly meager. Our casualties: 1 Dauntless 
1 Hellcat lost 1 Corsair missing. 1 Pilot lost 1 Pilot miss¬ 
ing. 9 planes damaged. Searches: Jap subs active in outer 
limits of V412 sectors. Of total 7 sightings, 1 possible 
damaged, and 3 attacked without visible results. Navy libera¬ 
tors conducting special sub searches from ENIWETOK in addition 
to regular sectors. Navy Liberator strafed, set afire 80 foot 
motor schooner OROLUK. Searchers saw no enemy air activity 
except single Zeke near TRUK. Strike planes saw unidentified 
aircraft airborne near PONAPE and 2 at TRUK. No interception 
of daylight TRUK strike. Evacuation native population of 
WOTJE^tad- ARMO completed, total number 727. 

22 2337 CTG 58.1 to CTF 58 info COM 5TH FLEET . 

Daily summary. This is my 220800. 

A 21 June 

B 79 none of which found Jap fleet, plus 6 special search, 8 
Kingfisher rescue missions and 8 rescue cap 
C 45 
D 20 
G 1 F6F 
I 1 pilot 

M 1 Betty force by BATAAN Victor E E Ams 1 Betty by BELLEAU 
WOOD VF returning from attack mission against fleet 
X End. 9 men rescued by KINGFISHER. 

23 0458 CTG 58.1 to CTF 58 info COM 5TH FLEET . 

Supplementing my summary for 20tjti June further details avail¬ 
able this task group for aotion against Jap fleet. 

F 1 VF shot down by friendly VF and 2 VT known shot down by 
enemy ship gunfire plus 1 SB 2 C and 1 VF still unaccounted 

for. 

G 12 VF, 9 VT, 19 SB 2 C caused by gas shortage and deck 
crashes during night landings. 

H 3 pilots, 6 crew plus 2 pilots and 2 crew still missing. 

I 1 deck officer and 1 aircrewman in deck crash. 

L Add the following YORKTOWN claims of just returned surviv¬ 
ors, 2 sure torpedo hits on unidentified small carrier not 
in the SHOKAKU formation and 1 DD sunk by stray torpedo. 
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YORKTOWN group attacked individually. BELLEAU WOOD survivor 
just returned reports carrier HAYATAKA class burning and list¬ 
ing from 2 internal explosions as she passed him. Previously 
reported torpedo hit on cruiser ATAGO class by HORNET group 
now believed to be CA CHOKAI or MA^A class. 

M Add 1 Zeke over enemy. 

N Add 2 Zekes over Jap fleet. End. 

Weather 84 91 11 33 

24 0153 CTG 58«1 to COM 5TH FLEET info CINCPAC. CTF 58. COWPENS(CVL25) 

DAILY SUMMARY X A 23 JUNE X B 101 on PAGAN including 4 VFN 
special search. C 32 plus EIGHTKDGEAELAJWELCVE CAP. D 16. 

E 38 tons. F 1 F6F. H 1 pilot. K 1 Sampan II item and 4 small 
AK 11 J. L 2 small AK 11 J, 12 sampans strafed 11 item, OBOE, « 
J, 2 sampans confirmed by photos. M BATAAN CVL made grand slam 
shooting down all of flight of 1 Betty and 5 Zekes. These 
intercepted 75 miles from force heading toward SAIPAN . P 1 
Topsay and 3 VBM. Q, 2 CBM. U fuel dump photo and wharf 11 OBOE. 
V runways and Ninons heavily bombed, buildings 11 item, dock 
11 J, AA posits 11 K and 10 J. End. Comment planes listed in 
P and Q possibly previously damaged. Lt Comdr Robert H Price, 
Air Group Comdr COWPENS picked up by destroyer PICKET after 
spending 11 days in life raft. Condition good. (WX 43801532) 

24 1018 CTG 58,2 to C0M5THFLT info CINCPAC. CTF 58 . 

Summary R Reak A 23 line C 24 Hog 12. Summary report (A) 

24 June ultimatum strike (B) 1^8 (C) 3 Tow (D) 16 (E) Sy(F) 

2 (J) 3 small AK(K) 2 small AK(L) 3 luggers on fire. All 
pilot at photos. R further damage to Berty. 2 damaged Zekes 
only other planes observed. Runway well plastered and tem¬ 
porarily inoperational. Hangar and barracks levelled. Photos. 
AA posits struck PICLT 

25 0047 CTG 58.4 to COM 5TH FLEET info CINCPAC CTF 58. 

Daily summary. (A) 24 (B) 151 (C) 60 (D) 19 (E) 47.5 (F) 1 VB 
(K) 1 landing barge loaded 40-50 soldiers 13-58 144-20 left 
burning sinking abandoned (L) 1 large AK APRA Harbor (M) 2 
zekes ROTA (P) 1 VMB AGANA 5 VF 0R0TE from photos. (U) 1 
steam roller ROTA field (V) fires south 0R0TE field runways 
dispersal areas AGANA and DR0TE frags and at ends areas 
452 A-0 451 B-0 450 H to 473 S. 115 hundreds on shops build¬ 
ings areas 192 EQH 168 Cde ROTA. From photos 24th 0R0TE 98 
planes of which 5 VB 16 VF possibly operational but only 1 
Betty 2 VF have moved in 24 hours. AGANA 8 planes of which 

3 possibly operational, tlta *7 of which 3 possibly opera¬ 
tional 

* probably "ROTA” 
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25 2325 CTG 58.4 to COM 5TH FLEET info CTF 58. CINCPAC . 

Daily Summary. A 25 B OROTE 48 ROTA 34 AGANA 20 C 60 D 20 
E OROTE 12.5 ROTA 8.2 AGANA 4.5 G 1 VT 1 VF L large AK APRA 
Harbor for 2nd time P 6 single engine OROTE 450 E 474 M, N 

1 twin engine ROTA revet northwest runway and direot hit 
nell 473 R. Q, 2 single engine OROTE 1 same AGANA R 8-10 planes 
strafed bombed AGANA U taxi dispersal areas north east OROTE 
AGANA AA 608 St, buildings 609 FG 602 605 strafed, revets 608 
nos TXY 609 GHIN covered by bombs, ROTA revets and bldgs 191 
192 covered by frags incends leaving fires, buildings in 169 
APE 191 192 SXNAMED . bomb hits OROTE 450 EMG 451 ALF 473 YQ. 
Comments, ROTA field appeared deserted no operational planes 
no activity or ATCX END 

26 0114 CTG 58.1 to COM 5TH FLEET info CINCPAC CTF 58 CTF 51 . 

Complete Summary for IWO JIMA supplementing by 241224. A 24 
June. B 50 including 2 navigation rescue PDAFE BFC 84 includ¬ 
ing 52 scrambled VF. D 17 plus 18 anti snoo'p. F5F f s. F. G 1 
F00 SIXV, fl% 5 pilots missing. M 57 Zekes, 9 Judy, 2 Jill at 
IWO JIMA, 16 Zekes, 26 Kates, 3 Judy, 1 Jill by CAP near 
force. Recapitulation shows total of 114 shot down rather 
than 116 previously reported. N 8 Zekes at target, 4 Zekes 
near force. 0 2 Zekes target, 2 Zekes foroe. Complete surpris< 
was effected. Believe we broke up large raid assembling and 
in process of heading south. Many planes loaded with tor¬ 
pedoes with fighter escort were airborne on arrival of our 
fighter sweep. Following our attack there were 3 large raids 
in this group. Our fighters were tracked back by 12 Kates 
carrying yellow nosed torpedoes under the fuselages and what 
appeared to be stud wing tanks under the right wings. As 
previously reported all in this 1st raid were shot down. 
BELLEAU WOOD fighter who got the last 1 dived through ships 
gunfire to get him. During late afternoon the 2 other raids 
were completely broken up by our fighters 60 to 75 miles 
away. During night retirement about 8 Bettys shadowed us 
closing to 10 miles dropping windows and flares but they 
appeared too timid to drive home an attack. Screen was 
clear at 2300 K (-10). Distance was too great to send an¬ 
other strike but considered IWO JIMA fruitful target. 

27 0400 CTF 51 to C0M5THFLEET info CINCPAC ALL TFC 5THFLEET MERCURY . 

Round up of TF 51 air operations and enemy air attacks last 

2 days. P 47's have been very active in troop support and 
in neutralization of enemy airfields SAIPAN and TINIAN. 

Are now working on a continuing program coordinated with 
ship and shore artillery gunfire of destroying TINIAN GUNS 
and generally softening up defenses. P 6l’s active every 
night against enemy attacking planes no interception yet. 

Last night when a kill seemed sure were foiled by enemy use 
of window regret report about 252005 K(-10) when 1 black 
widow taking off from ASLITO another plane landed on top 
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of it both planes destroyed pilots killed. Now have only 
5 P6l’s. Night of 26th enemy planes active from 1945 to 
0030E. Bennion radar picket south of TINIAN picked up 
planes taking off from and landing on TINIAN, deveral 
decoys drew our Black Widow to westward then attack planes 
came in east of SAIPAN. Total number of enemy planes in 
air about 10. Attack planes came in high altitude 14000 
feet 2 attacked TG 52.4 for 1 hour dropping 2 torpedoes 
no hits 1 sure shot down. 2 attacked BENNION with torpedoes 
1 probable shot down. At least 1 came over SAIPAN against 
transports. U33 MERCURY credited with a kill without firing 
a shot: 1 Fran (probable) slid down through our smoke screen 
dropped torpedo which hit MERCURY before reaching water 
killing 1 man and penetrating into superstructure without 
exploding but with partial deflagration. BETTY collided 
with MERCURY’S jumbo boom and crashed in water. Dead 
aviator and smashed gas tank recovered. Documents in 
pockets being translated will be forwarded. It is definite 
that GUAM and ROTA fields being used by enemy. Am sending 
40 P47’s to strike ROTA this afternoon. 


27 1845 


COMINCTI to CINCPOA, COM 12 Info COMGENCENTPAC, C0M3RDFLDET, 

C0M3R0PHIBF0R 

The 96th Division will be ready for movement to PEARL about 
July 15 with certain exceptions which the War Department 
has discussed with ComGenCentPac your 240514* Coml2 is 
directed to lift the 96th Division as soon as ready about 
July 15 on priority number 3093*1A. in accordance with the 
procedure prescribed in the July priority list for the 
5th MarDiv which is hereby deleted. 







20 0450 CTG 58.4 to C0M5THFLT Info CTF 58. CINCPAC 


PAGAN summary A2S B6l plus 12 Observation-shipping sweep 
C48D. D16E 8 plus 64 rockets R1 NELL probable inoperational 
STRAFECNH0CT0R rockets fired into 5-6 barges probably 
already unserviceable, 2 half tonners in 40E1, 3 in 40C5* 

2 in 42S3, some hits in 50 56 57 59. From excellent photos 
airfield area present status as follows. Hangar 2 shops 
43D2 and 3 destroyed (previously reported) 4 barracks 4 small 
buildings destroyed l barracks 2 small buildings damaged 
5GB2 and 3* Covered water reservoir damaged 50B4 APPENDSC - 
T0JYRABFIIAS3 radio station 4 barracks destroyed 5615X1 RDF 
destroyed 563B. 8 buildings destroyed 3 damaged in village 
50 and* 56. 25 unfilled no filled recent craters on runway. 

29 craters in parking areas. 8 luggers on bottom, no other 
shipping visible in photos. Few worthwhile targets remain 
and island appears virtually deserted. Light AA or MG from 
41E1 50 and 51B4. Pilots and oblioue photos no military 
installations MEDINILLA SARIGAN ABATAHAN. 
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26 2300 CTF 57 to CIKCPOri. info CTF 59 . 

Summary of operations 21 to 25 June inclusive: 

Bomb tonnage on enemy targets: TRUK 143, WOTJE 26, TAROA 
24, PONAPE 23, JALUIT 6. Night harassment MARSHALLS bases 
continued. AA mostly meager except moderate to intense at 
TRUK where 4 daylight strikes intercepted by average of 
5 fighters each. Army Liberators got 1 probable and damaged 
6. Our casualties: 1 Cosair and pilot lost. 12 planes 
damaged. Searches: Navy Liberator shot down KATE 270 miles 
NNE TRUK, damaged another 100 miles NW TRUK. Submarine 
attacked 370 miles ’VNW ENIWETOK without results. Fishing 
boat sunk and probable RUFE on beach strafed at LOSAP. 

30 2342 CTG 58.4 to C0K5THFLEET info CTF 58. CINCPAC . 

ROTA Summary. A 30 B 18 plus 2 VF(N) Hecklers plus 2 photo 
C 48 D 16 E 9-5 U3 buildings at 138 U. Y 7 tonners, 1 
quarter tonner on runway, oil fire 190 N, hits in 1§1 E 
192 A 192 K 177 0M all verfied from photos. Also from 
infra red photos total 12 craters in runway, 11 new since 
27th. No comouflage evident. No change in aircraft, nons 
airborne. CO AA. 

01 0950 CTF 57 to 0INCP0A info CTF 59 . 

Summary operations 26 to 30 June inclusive: Bomb tonnage 
on enemy bases: TRUK 104, MULE 38, TAR0A 30, NAURU 15, 
WOTJE 13, JALUIT 4, PONAPE 3g. Night harassment Marshalls 
bases continued. AA mostly meager exeept moderate to intense 
at TRUK and NAURU. Interception by average of 6 fighters on 
each of 3 daylight strikes not pressed, Army Liberators got 

1 sure and 1 probable without being hit. Our casualties: 

2 Mitchells and 1 crew lost NAURU. Corsairs and 1 pilot 
lost WOTJE. 10 planes damaged. Searches negative. Navy 
photo Liberator shot down BETTY south of HALL Island. 

06 0450 CTF 57 to CINCPOA Info CTF 59. 



Summary of operations 1 to 5 July inclusive: bomb tonnage on enemy bases: 
TRUK 126, MILLE 62, JALUIT 28, TAROA 27, WOTJE 16, PONAPE 2. Night 
harassment MARSHALLS bases continued. AA mostly meager. Interception 
at TRUK by 5 to 14 fighters on each of 2 daylight strikes not pressed 
Army Liberators damaging 2 while sustaining minor damage to 2 Liberators. 
Only 1 of 2 night strikes intercepted by 3 VF without results. Our 
casualties: 1 Dauntless lost at TAROA, crew rescued. 1 Liberator and 
crew missing from TRUK strike. Total 8 planes damaged. Searches: 
dropped half ton MARPI Field SAIPAN silencing AA, strafed 3 fields and 
guns TINIAN. Strafed 50-foot barge KUSAIE. Saw unidentified 2-engined 
plane westbound 230 miles west of ENIWETOK. 
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11 0450 CTF 57 TO CINCPOA Info CTF 59. 

Summary of operations 6 to 10 July inclusive: Bomb tonnage on enemy b&Bes 
TRUK 120, NAURU 41, MILLE 41, TAROA 31, JALUIT 27, WOTJE 21, Night 
harassment MARSHALLS bases continued, AA mostly meager. Interception 
at TRUK by 11 to 14 VF on daylight strike 7th of which Army Liberators 
shot down 5, Only 3 to 4 Japs met next daylight strike. Our total 
casualties: 2 Corsairs and 2 pilots lost, 1 Liberator w&terlanded near 
base as result damage by TRUK interceptors, 1 man killed. 16 planes 
damaged. Searches: no contaots except unidentified plane chased and lost 
250 miles WSW ENIWETCK. 

06 1900 CCMINCH to CINCPOA, CINCLANB Info CCMSOPAC, CCMNORPAC, CCMS PLANT 

Joint Chiefs of Staff have approved the following directive in JCS 41l/l6 
to all US Theater Commanders, Upon receipt of infoimation from any ship 
or aircraft under your command of an attack having been made upon a hos¬ 
pital ship or upon a vessel believed likely to have been a hospital ship 
a board of investigation will be convened immediately. The board will 
gather and include in its record all information possible to obtain on 
the circumstances of the attack including photographs pertinent extracts 
from the log and sworn testimony of participants or witnesses. Upon 
completion of the investigation or inquiry a summary of the findings will 
be transmitted by despatch and a complete transcript of the record and 
copies of exhibits transmitted by first available courier to the Joint 
Chiefs of Staff, If the attacking ship or aircraft is of other than US 
nationality a complete transcript and copies of exhibits will be forwarded 
also to the government of the ship or aircraft, 

16 2330 CTF 57 to CINCPOA info CTF 59 


Summary of operations 11 to 15 July inclusive: 

Bomb tonnage on Enemy Bases : TRUK 140, TAROA 72, WOTJE 58, NAURU 31, 
MILLE 18, JALUIT \6. Night harassment MARSHALLS bases conducted only 
one night this period due weather. Interception TRUK daylight strikes 
nil 11th, by 16 to 19 fighters 13th when Army liberators got 4 sure 4 
probables 5 damaged, and by 9 fighters 14th when liberators damaged 1, 

Our Ca su alties : 1 Corsair lost, pilot rescued. Army bombardier lost 
attempting Jettison bombs. 13 planes damaged. 

Searches : Low-level Recco reports PULUWAT airstrip recently improved. 
Special ~WAKE snooper got radar contact 2 seaplanestaking off DAWN 14th 
lost chase but will try again. Photos show 8 ooastal vessels reported 
at WAKE in CTF 59' 111258 are same vessels, barges and dredge noted in 
lagoon since May. 
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21 0801Z GH Q SWPA to CAAF, COMALLIE D NAVAL FORCES, COM ALAMO FORCE, 
CG USASOS info C/S WAR DEPT, CINCPOA, CTF 76. 


CX15142 THERE FOLLOWS WARNING ORDER FOR INTERLUDE (MOROTAI ISLAND) X 
HOSTILE FORCES FEARSOME (HALMAHERA ISLAND) ESTIMATED 26,000, OF WHICH 
18,000 ARE BASE AND SERVICE TROOPS. CONCENTRATION BELIEVED MOSTLY 
IN NORTHERN FEARSOME (HAIMAHERA ISLAND) TrtTH SOME FORCES OF UNKNOWN 
STRENGTH AND COMPOSITION ON INTERLUDE (MOROTAI ISLAND). PARA. SOUTHWEST 
PACIFIC FORCES, COVERED BY 3RD FLEET AND IN CONJUNCTION WITH PACIFIC 
OCEAN AREAS OPERATIONS AGAINST FULLCRY (PALAU ISLANDS) SEIZE OBJECTIVES 
IN SOUTHERN INTERLUDE (MOROTAI ISLAND) IN ORDER TO ESTABLISH AIRFIELDS 
AND MINOR NAVAL FACILITIES. TARGET DATE, 15 SEPTEMBER. MAJOR TROOPS 
UNITS, 11TH CORPS WITH 31 DIVISION AND 1 COMBAT TEAM OF THE 32 DIVISION. 
OBJECTIVES FOR AIR GARRISON IN FOLLOWING PRIORITY: (1) 1 GROUP SHORT 
RANGE FIGHTERS IMMEDIATELY FOLLOWING THIS ASSAULT (2) 2 GROUPS FIGHTERS 
LONG RANGE, 1 SQUADRON NIGHT FIGHTERS, 1 GROUP MEDIUM BOMBERS, 1 SQUAD¬ 
RON TACTICAL RECONNAISSANCE, AND 1 LONG RANGE RECONNAISSANCE SQUADRON 
BY D PLUS 25 (3) SAME AS (2) PLUS 1 GROUP MEDIUMS, 1 GROUP HEAVIES, AND 
1 SQUADRON LAB BY D PLUS 45. PARA. ALAMO FORCE BY OVERWATER OPERATION, 
WILL PREPARE TO SEIZE AND OCCUPY SOUTHERN INTERLUDE (MOROTAI ISLAND) 
CONSTRUCT NECESSARY AIR, PORT, AND MINOR NAVAL FACILITIES. ALLIED AIR 
FORCES WILL PREPARE TO SUPPORT, IN CONJUNCTION AND IN COORDINATION WITH 
CARRIER BASED AVIATION, THE OPERATION: PROVIDE NECESSARY GROUND ECHELONS 
FOR AIR GARRISON SQUADRONS * ABOVE. ALLIED NAVAL FORCES WILL SUPPORT 
THE OPERATION BY TRANSPORTING AND LANDING ELEMENT OF ASSAULT AND SUPPORT¬ 
ING TROOPS AND FURNISHING NAVAL PROTECTION THEREFOR: PROVIDE, IN CON¬ 
JUNCTION WITH COMMANDER ALLIED AIR FORCES, ESCORT CARRIER AVIATION 
SUPPORT OF OPERATION: AND ESTABLISH MINOR NAVAL FORCES ON INTERLUDE 
(MOROTAI IS I AND) AS REQUIRED. COORDINATION OF OPERATIONS BETWEEN 
PACIFIC OCEAN AREAS AND SOUTHWEST PACIFIC FORCES, INCLUDING COORDINATION 
OF AIR AND SURFACE OPERATIONS, WILL BE ARRANGED BY THIS HEADQUARTERS 
AND COMMUNICATED TO ALL CONCERNED AT A LATER DATE. TROOP MOVEMENT 
DIRECTIVES FOR CONCENTRATION FOLLOW. STAFF STUDIES* CONTAINING OUTLINE 
PLAN BEING FORWARDED THIS DATE . COMBAT INSTRUCTIONS TO AMPLIFY THE 
ABOVE ARE IN COURSE OF PREPARATION AND WILL BE FORWARDED AT EARLY DATE. 

* AS BROKEN 
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21 0430 CTF 57 to CINCPQA Info CTF 59 ^CLASSIFIED, 

Summary of Oper at ions 16 to 20 July in clusive} Bomb tonnage on enemy 
bases: TRUK 102, WOTJE 61, TAROA 34, PONAPE 28, MILLE 25. Night harassment 
MARSHALLS bases continued. Interception at TRUK by 8 to 12 fighters each 
of 2 daylight strikes; Array Liberators got 1 probable, 5 damaged. Our 
casualties: 3 Corsairs and pilots missing. 16 planes damaged. Searches: 

No contacts. DD WYMAN of ASW Task Group attacked sub early 19th lat 12; 

58N Long 152-03 E; oil and debris indicates probable kill. 

24 1658 CTF 52 to CINCPQA Info CTF 56, CTF 51, CTO 56.1 

Your 231715. In Jap Army units on SAIPAN Koreans were employed in construc¬ 
tion units attached directly to battalions approximately 250 laborers to 
750 troops. Most construction laborers are Koreans and do not bear arms. 

They are not employed taotically but merely assist in general military plans. 
They have no military training. Individual construction laborers are 
known to have participated in the 6-7 July counterattack in SAIPAN. Navy 
construction units are similar to those in the Array but are organised 
independently under naval officers. Some are known to have participated 
in the defense of ASLITO airfield. Construction laborers are regarded as 
military POWs because of their attachment to the military, their military 
work, and potential military assistance. After capture they have been used 
by American forces for non-military work. 

26 0609 CCM7THFLT to CCM 1ST FLT, CCM3RD FLEET, Info ALL TFC'S OF 3RD & 7T H FLTS. 

Japanese naval strength D1VA0-PALAU-HALMAHARA Area estimated 2 CL, 3 DD, 6 SS. 

1 additional SS believed north of BIAK on supply base evacuation duty, nil 
other fleet units NEW GUINEA Area. Ground troops estimate. MANOKWARI 4000 
SARONG Area 4000 CAPE SANSAPOR nil Japs except possibly few barge personnel. 
Believe Jap air strength as follows. AMBON GRANT CERAM 50 VF 50 VB. CELEBES 
40 VF 25/30 VB. IIALMAHARA 85 VF 45 VB. PHILIPPINES 200 VF 210 VB largely 
concentrated MINDANAO. DUTCH NEW GUINEA 3 VF 4 VB. Consider there will be no 
enemy naval reaction to GLOBETROTTER Operation. Believe only reaction will be 
limited to air strikes by small number of planes diminishing in frequency after 
D Day although maximum capability estimated 50 VF 35/40 VB. 

27 0136 CTF 53 to TF 53 Info CINCPAC, CCM5THFLT, ALL TF & TG CCMDR 6TH FLT, CTF 51 

CTG 66.2, 

Upon capture ORCTE PENINSULA about 1800K(-10) 27 July all gunfire support and 
air support will be coordinated and directed by CTG 53 in accordance with re¬ 
quirements of CTG 56.2. Support units organized as follows: TG 53.5 REAR 
Admiral Ainsworth in HONOLULU. TU 53.5.1 Rear Admiral Weyler in NET/ MEXICO 
IDAHO PENNSYLVANIA. TU 53.5.2 Rear Admiral Ainsworth in HONOLULU SAN FRANCISCO 
NET/ ORLEANS. TU 53.5.3 Rear Admiral Joy in WICHITA MINNEAPOLIS ST LOUIS. TG 
53.7 Rear Admiral Sprague in SANGAMON. TU 53.7.1 Rear Admiral Sprague in 
SANGAMON SUWANEE CHANANGO. TU 53.7.2 Rear Admiral Stump in C0RRE0ID0R KALININ 
BAY. Assigned screen included in each of above task units. Para. TG 53.1 
dissolved and all naval forces not included in support units above are now 
under command CTG 53.2. 


2219 




















n T3/~i rmm 


0 

JULY (GCT) 


e's 

DECLASSIFIED 


'''"> 271127 CCM5THFLEET to CTF 58 Info CTF'S 51,52,53,57, ALL TGC'S of TF 58, CTG 50,17 
COM SB RON lO/'ciNCPAC, SCQFA, ALL TFG'S 5TH FLT, JANCC MAJURO. 





Carry out following measure ASTXY snapshot. A. Reorganize TF 58 as follows. 
TG 58.1 HORNET, FRANKLIN, ABBOT CRUDIV 13 LESS BIRMINGHAM plus DENVER. 

OAKLAND, DesRon 46 less CONNER COWELL. DesDiv 11. TG 58.2 WASP YORKTOWN 
BOSTON CANBERRA SAN JUAN DesRon 23 less AULICK, CLAXTON, FOOTE. DesDiv 4 
less STACK. TG 58.3 BUNKER HILL LEXINGTON SAN JACINTO CruDiv 14 less ASTORIA. 
RENO DesRon 50 MCCALLA CASE ELLET. TG 58.4 ESSEX LANGLEY PRINCETON SAN DIEGO 
FAST Battleships DesRon 52. B. Fuel and replenish bombs in Task Groups as 
required for C and D following. PART 2 . C. TG 58.2 proceed ENIWETCK. TG 58.1 
and TG 58.3 strike TWO JIMA and CHICHI JIMA for 2 days. TG 58.4 provide air 
support and cover MARIANAS Operation. D. On completion IWO JIMA CHICHI JIMA 
strikes TG 58.1 and 58.3 less CruDiv 13, 14 DENVER and DesRon 50 proceed 
ENIWETOK. Exempted units join TG 58.4 in MARIANAS. E. DDFO MGUWWKDUI CTG 58.7 
composed of Fast BB, CruDiv 13, 14 DesRon 50 and 52. Form TG 58.4 composed 
of ESSEX, LANGLEY, PRINCETON, SAN DIEGO and 6 DD from TF 51. F. After 4 days 
exercises release CruDiv 13, 14 and DesRon 52 to proceed ENIWETOK. Retain 
TG 58.4 and TG 58.7 composed of fast BB and DesRon 60 in MARIANAS until situ¬ 
ation permits their release* Part 3 Para. Rendezvous for reorganization TF 
58 Lat 16-00 North long 144-00 - EastT Fleet oiler group and TG 58.4 will be 
in that position at 0700K (-10) 30 July and await arrival your TG'b in that 
vicinity. Fuel TG 58.2 and TG 58.4 on arrival. Fuel TG 58.1 and TG 58.3 
on following day. Rebomb TG 58.1 and TG 58.3 in SAIPAN 1 group at a time on 
succeeding 2 days. Para. About 600 tons bombs available SAIPAN on and after 
1 August. Send representative report Com5thFleet to disouss bomb loading as 
soon as practicable. 


26 0240 CTF 57 to CINCPOA Info CTF 59. 



Summary of Operations 21 to 25 July. Bomb tonnage on enemy bases: TRUK 151, 
WOTJE, 50, PONAPE 25, NAURU 21, TAROA 12, MILLE 6, JALUIT 6. Night harassment 
MARSHALLS bases continued. Interception at TRUK nil on 22nd, by 4 to 8 un- 
agressive fighters 24th, of which army Liberators got 1 probably 3 damaged. 

Our casualties: 10 planes damaged/ Army 7th Bomber Command utility C-54 
with 10 passengers and crew lost in operational crash in KWAJALEIN Lagoon 
after take off 23rd. Searohes: No contacts. 
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01 0320 CTF 57 to CINCPOA Info CTF 59. 


Summary of operations 26 to 31 July inclusive: 

Bomb tonnage on enemy bases : TRUK 217, JALUIT 64, WOTJE 44, MILLE 36, 

PONAPE 19," NAURU (by search Venturas) 4, TAROA 1^, Night harassment 
MARSHALLS bases continued. Interception at TRUK by average of 6 fighters 
on each of 3 daylight strikes of which Army Liberators got total 3 sure 
2 probable 5 damaged. 

Our casualties: 1 Liberator and crew of 11 shot down by TRUK interceptors. 

1 Corsair and pilot lost WOTJE. 22 planes damaged. 

Searches : Lone Navy Liberator hit small AK with 1 ton and 10-12 landing 
craft with 1-jj tons TRUK LAGOON. 2 days later 2 Navy Liberators on ship 
hunt strafed 4 small coasters TRUK then dropped .3^ tons PONAPE. 

DE WYMAN in special ASW Task Group got probable sub kill approximately 330 
miles east of SAIPAN evening 27th. 

New subject. My 260240. C-54 under casualties should read C-47. 

04 2050 CCM INCH & CNO to CINCPAC In fo CINCLANT, C0M7THFLT, CCM8THFLT, CQM12THFLT, 
COMSOEASTPAC, MARCORPS, C OF S ARMY, 3UPHRS~ 

(A) Commands entitled 1st Carrier Task Force Pacific and 2nd Carrier Task 
Force Pacific are hereby established. The title 8ommander Fast Carrier 
Task Forces Pacific is discontinued, (b) These commands each consist 
essentially of a flag officer and his staff. Their establishment does 
not tie carrier task forces to any numbered fleet nor imply permanence of 
composition. Assignments of carriers and other combat units to these forces 
and of the forces to fleets shall be as directed by CinCPac. When so as¬ 
signed the carrier task forces shall be given task force numbers in the 
tactical organization as heretofore. (C) Initially Vice Adm M A Mitscher 
will command 1st CarTaskForPac and Vice Adm J S McCain 2nd CarTaskForPac. 

There is no change in existing type command which remains in COmAirPac. 

(D) BuPers modify orders to officers accordingly. (E) Administrative radio 
calls for ComlstCarTaskForPac and Com2ndCarTaskForPac will be promulgated 

by separate despatch. Mail address for both is Fleet Post Office S a n Francisca, 

TV\t$ Cow ^ vV L&AAcA . 

06 0230 CTF 57 to CINCPO A Info CTF 59 

Summary of Operations 1 to 5 August inclusive: Bomb tonnage on enemy bases: 

TRTTC 129, WOTJE 35, JALUIT 26, PONAPE 24, NA TT RU 18, MILLE 12, TAROA 4 3/4, 

WAKE (b; search plane) 2 l/4. AA moderate to meager. Interception by 6-8 
fighters 1 daylight TRUK strike of which Army Liberators got 3 sure and 
damaged 3. No interception dusk strike TRUK. Our casualties: 11 planes 
damaged. Searchers: No contacts. Day and night heckling of WAKE and 
PONAPE plus night recco TRUK being conducted. 
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17 0217 CCM5THFLT to CINCPOA Info CTF 57, CTF 59 


Your 100123 received 0252 GCT 16 August 
17 August. 


CTF 59 assumes responsibility 


13 0500 CTF 57 to CINCPOA Info CTF 59 


Summary of operations 6 to 11 Aug ust inclusive: Bomb tonnage on enemy 
bases: MILLE 1247 TRUK 81, NAURU 42, PONAPE 33, IV.’0 JIMA 26, JALUIT 18, 
TAROA 18, WAKE 2^-. AA mostly meager to moderate except moderate to 
intense 1 strike each at IWO JIMA and NAURU. Interception at TRUK by 
8-12 VF on each of 2 daylight strikes of which Army Liberators got 1 
sure 2 damaged and Navy Liberators got 2 probables. Interception at 17/0 
JIMA by 5-7 unaggressive VF 1 daylight strike. Our casualties: 1 Corsair 
and pilot lost JALUIT. 12 planes damaged. 1 PB4Y of VB-116 lost engine 
on take-off ENIVffiTOK 9th and crashed into parked carrier pool planes, 
several killed, about 50 planes destroyed. 1 Corsair and pilot lost 
operationally ROI. Searches: Negative contacts. Navy Liberators 
strafed 3 small craft WAKE left 1 afire. Day and night recco and harass¬ 
ment MARSHALLS, WAKE, PONAPE, and NAURU plus night ship recco TRUK con¬ 
tinued, bombs included in totals above. 


17 1110 CTF 57 to CINCPOA Info CTF 59 

Su mmary of Operations 12-16 August I nclusive: Bomb tonnage of enemy bases: 
MILLE 202, TRUK 58, IWO JIMA 55, CHICHI JIMA 41, PONAPE 34, NAURU 33, PAGAN 
22, WOTJE 14, WAKE 9, TAROA 8, MAUG 4-|-, ROTA 4, JALUIT 3. AA mostly meager 
to moderate except occasionally intense at NAURU. Interception: At TRUK 
by 7-9 VF of which Army Liberators got 1 sure 3 damaged. At IWO JIMA by 
3-8 agressive VF. Our casualties: 2 Army Liberators lost result of IWO 
JIMA interceptors, 4 men rescued. 1 P-38 photo plane and pilot lost JALUIT. 

9 planes damaged. Further report ENIWETOK take-off accident my 130500 shows 
9 men killed 109 carrier pool planes plus Navy Liberator destroyed. Searches: 
Unidentified sub sighted 12th 95 miles west GUAM, Hunter Killer negative. 
Unidentified sub sighted 16th 30 miles east KUSAIE, Hunter Killer underway. 
Navy Liberator bombed 3 large ships by radar 115 miles T/NW CHICHI JIMA unob¬ 
served results. Night Searcher had radar contact unidentified plane 70 
miles SW WAKE. Day and night harassment MARSHALLS, V/AKE, PONAPE and NAURU 
plus night recco TRUK continued, bombs included in totals above. 

20 0905 CTF 57 to CINCPOA Info CGPOA, COMGENFMFPAC 


12th-18th mopping up continues. GUAM own casualties 12 kia 61 wia. Japs 
killed 593 pow 14. Total for campaign 14067 killed 119 pow. SAIPAN own 
casualties 5 wia 1 mia. Japs killed 187 pow 15. Total buried thru 16th 
25144. TINIAN own casualties 5 kia 11 wia. Japs killed 201 pow 15. Will 
report periodically with more complete data. 
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23 0125 CTF 57 to CINCPAC, C0M5THFLT info C0MGEN2NDMARDIV 

Am commencing systematic neutralization principally by air 
and small surface vessels of military installations RAP¬ 
SCALLION (AGUIJAN ISLAND, MARIANAS). There are considerable 
number and apparently increasing. This with view to capture 
if found possible without undue losses. 

23 0227 CINCPOA to C0M3RDFLT. C0M5THFLT info ALL TFC’S 5THFLT. 

COMINCH AND CNO. COMGENPOA. COMGENAAFPOA. COMGENFMFPAC. 

COMAIRPAC. COMFWDAREA, COMSBRVPAC. CQMDESPAC. 

Com3rdFlt will assume responsibility for forward area and 
all forces except INDIANAPOLIS then under control of Com- 
5thFlt will pass to operational control of Cora3rdFlt at 
2130 GCT 26 August. 

22 2350 CTF 57 to CINCPOA info CTF 39 

Summary of operations 17 to 21 August inclusive; Bomb 
tonnage on enemy bases: TRtJK 118, talLLE lOo, VAP 78, IWO 

1 IMA 45, NAURU 37, PAGAN 28, WOTJE 16, PONAPE 16, WAKE 2£, 
TAROA 1/2. AA mostly meager except intense at PAGAN and 
NAURU. Para. Interception: At TRUK by 6 to 9 VF each of 

2 strikes of which B-24»s destroyed 1 and damaged 5. 4 

interceptors at IWO JIMA were unaggressive. Para. Our 
casualties: 1 B-25 lost crew rescued. 8 planes damaged. 

F4U crash landed ENIWETOK 19th destroying 3 P34Y heavily 
damaging 1 and slightly damaging 5 others. 2 killed 2 
seriously and 8 slightly injured. Recapitulation ENIWETOK 
accident my 171110 shows 84 carrier pool planes destroyed. 
Para. Special search to MARCUS on the 20th observed 4 
twin engine bombers and 1 possible 4 engine seaplane. 2 
Navy Liberators strafed and set afire a 2000 ton AK and 
slowed a 700 ton cargo ship west of MARCUS 21st. Special 
flight B-24 »s could not locate these vessels 22nd. para. 
Mopping up of scattered Jap groups by ground forces 19 

to 21 August inclusive. GUAM: Enemy killed 304 P0W 20 
Totals to date 14,480 killed P0W 141. Our casualties 4 
KIA 30 WIA. SAIPAN: Enemy killed 31 POW 8 total to date 
25111 killed. Own casualties 2 KIA. TINIAN: Enemy killed 
24 own casualties 1 KIA 3 WIA. Para. Commencing reduction 
of military installation AGUIJAN ISLAND by air and sufface 
vessels. 
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26 2156 JOINT CHIEFS OF STAFF to NIMITZ 

WAR 87274 Confinement of Japanese prisoners of war and civilians in 
American captured territory (WARX 66827, 18 July 1944) is the reference. 
Joint Chiefs of Staff have approved Secretary of State's proposal and 
the action taken thereon as indicated in your 040231 of 4 August to 
Cominch and 040108 of 4 August 1944 to ComFwdArea CentPac. Request you 
send to Navy Department for transmittal to Secretary of State, informa¬ 
tion as to number of civilians interned on SAIPAN a nd any other pertinent 
data which may be of aid to the Department of State in this matter. Para. 
New Subject: Reference your inquiry about Koreans. Whether Koreans are 
held as prisoners of war or as civilian internees, they must be treated 
in accordance with the provisions of the Geneva Convention on Prisoners 
of War. If it is desired to use labor of Koreans for purposes prohibited 
by Geneva Conference, it will be necessary to release them from custody 
altogether. In that event they can volunteer for any type of labor, but 
they must be warned when they volunteer that they may become subject to 
punishment by Japanese in the event of their recapture. If this course 
is followed, recommend that it be ascertained in advance of release 
whether individuals in question will volunteer for unrestricted labor. 

29 0911 GHQ SWPA to CO MSOPAC info CINCPAC, COMGENSOPAC , COMSERVR'UTSOPACFOR . 

C 16806 Reference your 210110 GCT. Present plans provide for the 
reduction of US forces at EJIRAU and other stations on SOLOMONS axis 
as follows: 

A. The 93rd division ana the 37th division accompanied by supporting 
combat and service troops to be out by the middle of October and 
December respectively. 

B. The Marine Air Wing out by the middle of January. 

C. American Division by the middle of February, marking the prac¬ 
ticable evacuation of American ground forces. 

D. Concurrently with the foregoing moveH US naval units will be 
reduced proportionately. 

The Australian ground forces which will be moved in to replace the US 
elements will be given logistic support from Australia. In view of the 
progressive reduction in strength of forces along the SOLOMONS-Ef’IRAU 
axis and the provision of logistic responsibility for Australian forces 
by the SWPA^is requestea that consideration be iven to continuation of 
S0PAC support pending readjustment of these forces. 
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27 2310 C0MFV/DARFAC3NTPAC to GINGPOA info OTF 59 

Summary of operations 22 to 2o August inclusive. 

Bomb tonnage on enemy bases: KILLS 144, I C JIMA 95, 

YAP 79, NAURU 68, CRITIC 65, PON APB 35, PAGAN 35, 7/OTJE 28, 
AGUIJAK, 22, ROTA 11, TAROA 8, .7AKE 3-1/2, ULITHI 1 - 1 , 

OL’AI 2. AA Mostly meager except moderate to intense at 
TRUK, PAGAN, I'.VO .TINA, interception: at TRUK by 7 to 9 
VP, 1 damaged; at 1.0 JIJIA by 7 to 12 on each of‘2 day- 
li ht strikes. Ajmy B24s destroyed 5 sure 1 probable 
damarec 3. Our casualties: 1 P47 and pilot lost over 
PAGAN, 1 PB4Y shot down on shippin. strike no survivors, 

1 P47 and 1 F4U water landeu pilots rescued, 3 P47s lost 
when 1 caught fire and bomb exploded while warming up 
last Field SAIPAN 23rd no personnel casualties. Total 
planes damaged by all causes 26. 2 Navy Liberators on 

special shipping strike 23 sank 1 large 1 small AK left 
small AK burning. Sighted 2 DD, 2 large AK 120 miles 
AS'.Y CHICK I JIMA. Iwo JIMA strike 25th sighted 20 to 30 
planes on ground. Saw 2 DD or CL 2 miles'S2 IWO JIMA. 
Results continued mopping up MARIANAS 22nd thru 25th 
August. SAIPAN 6 KIA 8 .VIA 2 MIA. 73 Japs killed 25184 
to date. 23 POW 443 to date. GUAM 8 KIA 43 .IA. 369 
Japs killed 14925 to date. 29 P07/ 170 to date. TINIAN 
3 KIA 3 .VIA. 89 Japs killed NIL POW. Neutralization 
AGUIJAN progressing. 
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04 0738 CTO 12.5 to CINCPAC, CTF 57 I nfo CCMINC H 

Training completed. Damage to enemy reported by air strikes. Out of com¬ 
mission 2 8 inch guns TCKI POINT 1 8 inch PEACOCK POINT 2 S’ inch dual pur¬ 
pose HEEL POINT 4 water tanks and 1 distilling plant. Probably damaged. 

1 5 inch AA PEACOCK POINT 2 5 inch dual purpose center portion eastern side 
WAKE ISLAND 3 small vessels in lagoon. Heavily strafed all AA positions. 

No enemy aircraft. Encountered medium and heavy AA meager increasing to 
intense varied from inaccurate to accurate barrage type. Slight AA damage 
to 2 planes, no operational or combat losses. Surface 8 inch bombardment 
excellently controlled and considered effective. To be verified by photos. 

1 PEALE ISLAND 8 inch accurate and dropped 3 rounds very close by countered 
by rockets and ships fire. No other score firing. No damage to ships. 

Both air and surface methodically accomplished plan. ETA ENIWETCK 2100 GOT 
5 September. 

* ' 

03 1229 CTG 38.4 to Com3rdFlt, CTF 38 Info CINCPAC, CTF 57, CTF 59, CCS! INCH 

Action report. A. 31 August $ thru 2 September. B. 362 W0 and 271 
CHICHI plus 16 search. C. 109. D. 51. E. 196 plus 490 rockets. F. 1 VF. 

1 VT W0, 2 VB 1 VT CHICHI Flak. G. 1 VT 2 VF 1 VB. H. 1 pilot VB 1 crew¬ 
man VB 2 crewmen VT. J. 1 ISM and 3 small AK W0 area 1 small AK 50 miles 
north W0 reported afire and exploding from strafing prior attack by Lib¬ 
erator search plane, 1 small AK 140 miles northwest CHICHI OTMY RK FTU S' 

QF JD TD * (^probably "hundred") tons 90 miles southwest HAHA" set afire and 
ultimately sunk by DD. 2 PCfWs captured will be delivered SAIPAN. 1 small 
tanker and 6 oil barges CHICHI. K r- 1 - B e- HAHA 1 00 OAIDAH .—1 amakt-tankor 
a nd 6 oil bm gus - 0 T :i0HI . K. 1 SC HAHA 1 SC 50 miles north IW0 1 SC 60 miles 
southwest CHICHI. L. 2 SC IV/0 EHRI11 SC 60 miles southwest CHICHI 1 sampan 
7 miles east CHICHI. M. 1 unidentified 2 seater 1 Dinah, 8 Zekes IW0, 1 
Emily force Lat. P. 2 Betty's 25 Zekes 2 Hamps 2 single engine 2 twin 
engine W0 2 seaplanes CHICHI. Q. 6 Bettys 12 Zekes, 1 twin engine W0 
F RONSR V 1 Zeke 8 single engine 1 twin engine WO, 2 seaplanes CHICHI. 

U. Several flak positions WO 1 large warehouse KITAMHRA on HAHA, seaplane 
hangar assembly and report building CHICHI photo, large warehouse XNI photo. 

V. Damaging hits area BOA G WHDS , ammo and fuel dump, radio and weather 
station, airfield, numerous^flak positions W0 Photuocjj 3 radio stations, 
naval warehouses and associated small buildings CHICH photos. Warehouse 
area KITAMURA on HAHA. End. Comments: Fighter sweep 31st August destroyed 
all airborne enemy planes. None encountered airborne subsequently. Intense 
accurate flak of all types diminishing somev/hat toward end. Number 3 air¬ 
field pot soty operational with large number of well camouflaged planes 
dispersed in vicinity. Special fighter sweep started numerous fires in 
this dispersal area from strafing and incendiary clusters. Bombardment 
carried out as scheduled all land targets and shipping well covered. Shares 
in Jocko JRIC development corporation selling at new high after brisk turn¬ 
over in airfield and industrial sites. 
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CTF 38 to CCM3RDFLT Info CIKCPAC 

Fighter Sweeps, 6 September against PALAU found no airborne 
aircraft or shipping and meager AA. Few operational aircraft 
seen on ground. These destroyed by burning. 8 sampans 3 motor 
launches 6 barges burned by straffing. Ammo or fuel dump burned 
on BABELTHAUP. Early strikes on 7 September found AA still meager 
and inaccurate. Bombing AA positions, bivouac and supply areas. 
Photographs show following changes in defenses at PELELIU. 4 Auto¬ 
matic AA Target Area 125 M EMPTS . 1 automatic AA Target Area 125 L 
instead of 2. 5 automatic AA Target Area 125 I not present. All 
observations seem to indicate material reduction personnel since 
our last visit. Army bombing very effective. Weather 0001 GOT 7th 
position 05-57 North 134-14 East 43831153 


CTG 38.4 to C0M3RDFLT, CTF 38 Info CINCPAC, C0M7THFLT, CTF 31 

A 6 and 7 September. B. 252. C. 36. D. E. 60 Plus 144 
Rockets. F. Flak 1 VF unknown probably flak 2 VF possibly 
flak but believed midair collision. G. 1 VB MI. 3 pilots VF. 
I. 1 crewman VB. U. Storage Dump YAP 136G, small building 
ULITHI l6lM. V. YAP radio cable station 156T buildings 
136H, 1 857, 1 38K, AA positions 155HRS, 1'36JK, 1 390Q, 
187V’,7, 174GH, 202JQ, 203FK, 148 AGD, 172N0. End. Comments 
YAP and GAXEL TORIL airfields not operational. Former 
cratered previous bombing with no attempt to repair. No 
airborn aircraft encountered. Few planes on ground all 
previously damaged. Tov/n area in trambles from previous 
bombings. Results bombing and shelling TALANG ISLAND 
indicate no explosives stored there. AA meager to nil. 

In view absence suitable targets at YAP will deviate from 
schedule and strike PALAU D minus 5 unless otherwise 
instructed. Air reconnaissance NOULU revealed no installar 
tions. Only native villares observed ASOR and FALALOP 
ISLANDS ULITHI. Complete report NGULU and ULITHI withheld 
pending photo analysis. 2000 I Position 0809 North 138-51 
East. WX 54880963. 

CTG 38.4 to C0M3RDFLT. CTF 38 Info CIKCPAC, C0N7THFLT. CTF- 


DAILY OPERATIONAL SUMMARY. A8. B 152 YAP. C 20. D 20. E 
51. F 1VF Flak Pilot in raft. VAA positions 155R3, 136U.V, 
1350PU, 148CD, 1740, 187.7, 2021, building 138K, 147DE G End . 
Comments. AA meager and intermittent. Only 2 strikes run 
H'/E HAKE of suitable targets. Some isolated huts especially 
those adjacent for trenches on beach may possibly fte camou¬ 
flaged Jap installations. Photos confirm absence enemy 
positions NGULU and ULITHI. Padding through 06-28 North 
137-58 East at 24001 enroute fueling rendezvous area FUDGE 
07001 tomorrow. 222? 
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declassified 


Summery of operations 27 thru 31 August inclusive: Bomb tonnage on 
enemy bases: MILLE 323, TRUK 53, IWO JIMA 49, PAGAN 48, NAURU 43, 

PONAPE 15, YAP 14, JALUIT 12, TAROA 9-|-, WOTJE 9, V/OLEAI 7, WAKE 
AA meager except moderate to intense at IWO JIMA. Interception: At 
TRUK by 6 to 8 VF. 1 ZEKE destroyed on ground TRUK. 5 A/c destroyed 
or damaged on ground IWOJIMA. YAP reconnaissance sighted 26 A/C on 
ground 27th. 12 S/e 3 T/E on ground 29th. Our casualties: 1 P47 and 

pilot lost landing with hung up bomb. 1 F4U crashed on take off pilot 
uninjured. 9 planes damaged all causes. Searches: Unidentified sub 
sighted 28th 570 miles WNW ENIWETOK negative results. DD attacked 
sound contact possible sub 11 miles ESE MILLE 30th negative results 
hunter killer for 48 negative. Mopping up continues. SAIPAN 26 thru 
31 own casualties 1 KIA 8 WIA. 179 Japs killed total 25387 to date. 

28 POW total 477 to date. TINIAN 26 thru 30 own casualties 2 KIA 2 WIA. 
108 Japs killed 4 POW. GUAM 26 thru 29 own casualties 2 KIA 14 WIA. 

172 Japs killed total 15195 to date. 2 POW total 172 to date. 

08 0209 CTF 38 to CCM3RDFLT Info CITTCPAC, CTF 51 

On 7 September CruDiv 14 and DesDiv 100 bombardment thoroughly covered 
targets starting many fires particularly on ANGAUR. Planes meeting meagre 
to nil AA scored many hits supply areas. And 1 possibly 4 direct hits 
PELELIU radio station target area 129B. Large fires started KOROR and 
fuel dump and radio station ARAKABEBAD destroyed. Many buildings des¬ 
troyed and damaged on northern islands. Photographs show new beach de¬ 
fenses west coast PE1ELIU from target area 1240 to 122S and great streng¬ 
thening beach defenses on each shore from target area 123C through 123X 
to 122Y. 

08 0410 CTF 57 to CINCPOA Info CTF 59 

Summary of Operations 1 September to 5 September inclusive: Bomb tonnage 
on enemy bases: IWO JIMA 130, TRUK 65, MILLE 49, WOTJE 42, NAURU 18, 

TAROA 13, YAP 12, PONAPE 11, MARCUS 6^, PAGAN 2 plus 100 rockets. AA 
mostly meager except moderate at YAP and moderate to intense IWO JIMA and 
MARCUS. Interception: At TR’IK by. 1 VF on 1 Sept. 2 T/E a/c airborne 
same date. At IWO JIMA on 3rd 1 VF airborne did not intercept. 4 T/E 
and 3 S/E observed on ground. Night snooper to IWO JIMA on 5th had 2 A/c 
on radar no interception. 4 T/e A/c observed YAP on 4th possible opera¬ 
tional. Our casualties: 1 B-24 water landed south IWO JIMA on 3rd. 10 
survivors picked up by blue task force 1 man missing. 1 F4U crashed on 
take off east field SAIPAN pilot seriously injured. 7 planes minor 
damage all causes. Searches: ATC plane sighted surfaced sub another 
surfacing 35 miles ESE ISLEY FIELD on 1st. PC made 4 mousetrap attacks 
negative results hunter killer negative. Search plane attacked convoy 
2 small AK 3 powered sai.pans 60 miles north TWO JIMA on 1st. Sank 1 AK 
strafed others. Navy Liberator shot down TESS 45 miles north IWO JIMA 
on 5th. R e sults continued mopping up MARIANAS 1 Sept to 5 Sept inclusive: 
SAIPAN 3 KIA 3 WIA. 89 Japs killed total 25476 to date. 16 POWs total 
493 to date. GUAM 3 KIA 16 WIA. 204 Japs killed total 15525 to date. 

12 POW total 189 to date. TINIAN 62 Japs killed 10 POWs. 
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10 1221 CTO 38.4 to C0M3RDFLT, CTF 38 Info CINCPAC, C0M7THFLT, CTF 31, 32 

Daily operational summary. A 10. B PALAU 222 plus 32 target CAP 8 sub 
cover 8 photo. C 32. D 16. E 80 plus 48 IBC 8 Uapalm 88 rockets. F 
2 VF 1 VB 1 VT flak. H Pilot 2 VF 1 VB 1 VT crew 1 VB 2 VT LDD 536-773 
FA 537-735. Both previously damaged believed resting on bottom. V 
Numerous fires MALAKAL and FOROR TOWN accurate damage assessment impossi¬ 
bility AA positions AUGAUR target areas 111Y10 SKV CF10 9T PDF 05S 
PELELIU 129 G 0 128 R VA1IC0JHTC TJFIAEYKTMFNGETJLGFEM 25 I 1225 136 3C 
NGESE3US 161 IJUATJV 160 Y BABELTHUAP TX 663-845, 666-835. Radio station 
PELELIU 156 L. End. Comments downed pilot in li-"craft YAP reported 8th 
rescued by DD following morning. Position 05301 (-9) tomorrow 08-50 
north 134-00 east. WX 487^0964. 

11 1332 CTG 38.4 to CCM3RDFLT, CTF 38 Info CITICPAC, CCM7THFLT, CTF 31, 32 

Daily operational summary. A 11. B 249. C 32. D 16. E 74 plus 

16 night rockets 36 IBC. G 1 VT. J 1 SC at TW 510-065. L 1 SC at 

TX 559-799. U buildings PELELIU 136 E AUGAUR 105 EJ. V BABALTHAUP 
Radio Station TX 657-828 Pier 562-805 buildings TW 700-130 fires 
started TX 655-825 Bauxite Plant AVXOO 1ILEDGS NGARDMU strafed, 
CAXSAUVBNSPRSISET TX 547-799, PELELIU AA positions target areas 122 
0 125 I KAT R 128 ENR 129 GI 134 JO, AITGAUR A ALOEER A and buildings 
target area 104 E. End. Comments 05001 (-9) rendezvous position 
12th 08-15 north 133-42 east. Weather 38620855. 

12 1245 CTG 38.4 to CCE.13RDFLT, CTF 38 Info CITICPAC, C0L7THFLT, CTF 31, 32 

Daily operational summary. A 12. B 270. C 16. D 16. E 77 plus 

164 rockets. G 1VF. I pilot 1VF. U PELELIEU buildings 133 LMRS 
photos, AUGAUR buildings 105 EJ. U PELELIEU gun positions 122 OTY 
124 MHS 126 IL FNEUBOO 8 II, beach defenses strafed EBQ barbed target 
area 120 to 133. 0530/l (-9) rendezvous position 13 at 07-39 north 

133-31 east. WX 4776 RECI 97 FPOROX 

14 0800 CCM3RDFLT to CINCPOA Info C CHINCH, CIUCSOWESPAC, C0M.7TUFLT, ALL TFC'S 
3RDFLT 


Results VISAYAS strikes 12 to 14 September inclusive. First day damage: 
Enemy planes destroyed on groiind 123 airborne 75. Sunk 2 large AK, 1 
medium transport, 2 DE and 22 small ships. Damaged some possibly sunk 
5 AK 1 medium AO, 30 small ships 2 MTB and many sampans. First night a 
few timid Bogies, no attack on surface forces. Enemy apparently rein¬ 
forced VISAYAS during night. Second day: Planes destroyed on ground 139 
shot down 81. 13 small ships sunk 6 damaged. Para. Total damage enemy 

installations 2 days: At CEBU destroyed many buildings, 3 ammunition 
storages burned , about 8 oil tanks many buildings destroyed at Shell and 
Texas plants. At Lactam burned 3 large oil tanks destroyed 7 barracks. 
Barracks and buildings at TACL03AU and fuel storage at several airfields 
destroyed. Para. Preliminary estimate own losses relatively very light. 
Believe pilot estimates of planes destroyed on ground excessive but photo 
estimate total 150 to 175. Exploited enemy weakness by pressing close 
to coast with SAI-LAR in sight and extending air operations to PANAY and 


222? 



























• STORK f— . 

SEPTEMBER (GCT) 

14 0800 (cont'd) 

fighter sweep to LEGASPI. Enemy air at objectives rose to fight but 
nil attempt to hit surface forces. Second night completely quiet. 

Enemy’s non-aggressive attitude unbelievable and fantastic. Preliminary 
report third day: No air borne opposition and only meager AA encountered. 
Approximately 10 to 15 planes destroyed on ground. Few serviceable 
planes in tnis area left to Japs. Most of the bulk oil supplies des¬ 
troyed. This area is wide open. All airfields ILO ILO and east thereof 
well hit. No shipping left to sink. Rescued pilot off SAN FRANCISCO 
ISLAND near northern CEBU reports well taken care of by guerrillas who 
are well organized and centered in hills in both LEYTE' and CEBU. Am now 
enroute area COAL in company Task Group 38.2 and 39.3 in accordance 
original schedule Annex E my OpPlan. Task Group 38.1 struck MINDANAO 
14th, will launch fighter sweep on MEN ADO area on 15th then support 
M0R0TAI as necessary 16th. 

11 0020 CTF 57 to CINCP0A Info CTF 59 


0 © 

DECLASSIFY!) 


Summary of operations 6 September to 10 September, inolusive ; Bomb 
tonnage on enemy bases: TWO" JIMA 95, MILLE 70, TRUK 69, W0TJE 42, 

NAURU 24, P0NAPE 23, JALUIT 17, MARCUS 5, PAGAN 139 rockets. AA mostly 
meager to moderate except moderate to intense at IW0 JIMA and intense 
on 1 strike to JALUIT. Interception: At IW0 JIMA by 4 VF on 8 Sept 
1 probably destroyed. By 7 to 10 VF on 10 Sept 5 to 6 destroyed 1 
probable 1 damaged. At TRUK by 4 to 6 VF on 7 September. Our casualties: 
1 F4U shot down over JALUIT. 1 F4U crash landed MAJURO. 1 B-24 crash 
landed ISLEY 2 crew killed 5 wounded by interceptors. 2 P34Y destroyed 
TINIAN take off accidents. 19 planes damaged all causes. PB2Y destroyed 
seaplane anchorage early morning 10th by 2 Japs both killed no casual¬ 
ties plane guard. Searches: A convoy escort DD made fair sound contact 
with possible sub 120 miles east of GUAM 1 attack negative results search 
plane negative. Navy Liberator search planes sighted 2 DD 3 AK 12&$7NW 
CHICHI JIMA, strafed burned 1 small AK 75 miles west CHICHI JIMA and 
sighted a 12000 ton hospital ship 950 miles NW SAIPAN on course 180 7 
Sept. Sighted 1 DD 2 small AK 170 miles west CHICHI JIMA and 1 CL 200 
miles TOW CHICHI JIMA. Attacks by B-24’s so far negative results but 
continuing. 1 ta-Jcer strafed left burning and sinking 40 miles NW IW0 
JIMA on 10 Sept. Results continued nopping up MARIANAS: SAIPAN 6 thru 
9 Sept 83 Japs killed total to date 25559 8 POWs total to date 501. 

TINIAN 6 thru 8 September 1 KIA 4 WIA 65 Japs killed. GUAM 6 thru 9 
Sept 1 KIA total to date 1341 4 WIA total to date 5993 126 Jas killed 
total to date 15651 5 POWs total to date 194. On GUAM 9th 30 bodies 
Chamorros found in cave. Probable Jap atrocity. Persistent and varied 
efforts have failed to find way to land troops on AGUIJAN (RAPSCALLION) 
without almost certainty of heavy losses. Will continue to watch and 
neutralize. Parachute idea being studied. 
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SEPTEMBER (OCT ) 

13 1248 CTG 38.4 to C0M3RDFLT, CTF 38 Info CINCPAC, CTF 31, CTF 32 

Daily Operational Summary. A 13 September. B GVD66. C 16. D 16. 

E 90 plus 164 rockets plus 14 Napalm. F 1 V T. G 1 V T, night deck 
crash 12 September destroyed 1 Bat 2 V B 2 V OATfE . BGW pilot 1 V T 
crew 2 V T. U NGENHBUS coastal gun position 162 F. RJRtor ANGAUR 
light house 109 D rocked and blasted with 24 rockets 12 half tonners 
12 quarter tonners but still standing at end. PELELIU extensive deso¬ 
lation renders specific damage assessment impossible. 6 Napalm hits 
enemy positions behind beachs L 24 C HQLJERAYNXNDYOYEWEO 2 D caused 
heavy smoke and flames. Heavily bombed reported pil boxes 141 K R S U 
V ATP enemy positions 134 I L M. Strafed rocketed bombed enemy positions 
135 A C D destroying building from Napalm hit, buildings and gun posi¬ 
tions QUY 36 FG MIB M. 0530 I (-9) YANWEXPCUS position 08-00 north 

133- 42 east. WX 43811044. 

141415 CTG 38.4 to CQM3RDFLT, CTF 38 Info CINCPAC, C0M7THFLT, CTF 31, CTF 32 

Daily Operational Summary. A 14 September. B 262. C 16. D 16. E 
87 plus 272 rockets plus 12 Napalm. U fired ammunition dums ANGAUR 
115 C PELELIU 157 CH CUMDA 4 direct rocket hits on ANGAUR pillbox 102 
R. V thoroughly bombed strafed Red, Blue, and Green beach areas ANGAUR 
with destructive fires from 6 Napalm hits behind green beaches. Enemy 
positions ANGAUR target area 119 heavily bombed. PELELIU Orange and 
White beach areas 124 to 133 well covered with bombs including 6 Napalms, 
rockets started good fires bivouac area 157 C. BABELTHUAP strafed piers 
buildings Bauxite plant, rocket fired radio station and building vicinity 
airstrip. End. Comments. AA fire from ANGAUR and PELELIU nil. Pos¬ 
sible camouflaged bivouac area and activity noted PELELIU 149 TY. 0530 
I (-9) rendezvous position at 08-00 north 133-30 east. WX 53801143. 

15 1349 CTG 38.4 to C0M3RDFLT, CTF 38 Info CINCPAC, C0M7THFLT, CTF 31, CTF 3 2 

Daily Operational Summary. A 15 September. B 220fj. C 16. D 12. E 
65 plus 307 rockets plus 18 Napalms. F 1 VT. H Pilot 1 VT crewmen 2 
VT. U W Flames smoke and disintegration Japs made damage assessments 
impossible. Supported landings by strafing rocketing and bombing enemy 
concentrations and positions in areas behind PELELIU landing beaches. 

Gun positions and installations northern tip PFLELTU AND NGESE3US well 
worked over. Highly recommend Napalm belly tanks for Japs with no 
stomach for fighting. 0500 I (-9) rendezvous position 07-50 north, 

134- 00 east. WX 54811151. 
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16 0100 CCT IFV/DAREACENFAC to CINCPOA Info CTF 59 . 

Summary of operations 11 September thru 15 September inclusive: Bomb 
tonnage of enemy bases: TRUK 145, IWO JU.IA 09, MILLE 75, WOTJE 20, TAROA 
18, NAURU 15, PONAPE 12, MARCUS 9^j, JALUIT 6ij. PAGAN 167 rockets. AA 
mostly meager except meager to intense at TRUK, IWO JU.IA, MARCUS JALUIT. 
Interception: At TRUK by 5 to 6 VF 1 destroyed 1 damaged on 11th. Un¬ 
aggress ive by 4 S/E and 1 T/e 1 damaged on 15th. At IWO JBIA by 4 VF 1 
destroyed on 11th. Our casualties: 1 Army Liberator failed to return 
from MARCUS recco on 11th special searches on 12th and 13th negative. 1 
SBD crashed on take off E! T GEBI no injuries personnel. 11 planes damaged 
all causes. Searches: Navy Liberators on search sighted 2 DD 2 medium 
AK 130 miles NW CHICHI on 11th. Attacked strafed 2 landing craft carry¬ 
ing 40 men each 30 miles NW IWO JBIA on 13th. Sighted unidentified t/E 
A/C 60 miles SE CHICHI JBIA on 13th. Sighted 2 DD 1 large AK 1 small AK 
90 miles NW CHICHI JBIA strafed 2 large landing craft probably firing 1 
and shot down escorting ZEEE 55 miles NW IWO JBIA on 15th. Special B-24 
shipping strikes on 11th and 15th negative. Landcat attacked unidentified 
sub 90 miles WSW ENIWETOK resulting in 2 small oil slicks on 12th hunter 
killer for 72 hours hegative. NA^S plane sighted feather wake 160 miles 
ESE SAIPAN on 12th hunter killer for 24 negative. PBM sighted periscope 
20 miles NW SAIPAN on 14th hunter killer negative. All sub contacts 
doubtful. Progress mopping up: GUAM 10th thru 14th September own casu¬ 
alties 4 WIA. 179 Japs killed 15,827 total to date 36 POW 230 total to 
date. TINIAN 9 thru 13 own c-asualtie's 5 KIA.6 WIA 47 Japs killed 9 POW. 
SAIPAN 10 thru 14 own casualties 1 KIA 11 WIA 2 MIA. 138 Japs killed 
25,697 total to date 19 POW 520 to date. 

20 1833Z MARSHALL to STILLWELL, RICHARDSON, MACARTHUR: CCMGENPOA passed to 
CIITCPOA, C03 T GENAADPOA 

WARX 33562-20th. A new campaign entitled "Air Offensive, JAPAN” is 
established and will be published in War Department General Orders. 

Combat zone will be " The Islands of HOKKAIDO, HONSHU, SHIKOKU, and 
KYUSHU, the enemy owned portion of KARUFUTO, and the KURILE, BONIN, and 
RYUKI ISLANDS, including the immediately adjacent waters”. (Book 
message from MARSHALL to STIL!/ELL, RICHARDSON and MACARTHUR) opening 
date will be 17 April 1942 with final date to be announced ]»ter. 

24 0124 CCM3RDFLT to COM INCH, CINCPAC, COMSUBPAC, C(1I7THFLT, CINCS0V7ESPAC Info 
ALL TFC'S "3RDFLT. 


Summary 21 and 22 September strikes on LUZON 169 enemy planes shot down 
188 planes destroyed on ground 45 probably damaged on ground 3 planes 
damaged by ships gunfire. 40 classified ships and 6 small craft sunk. 

11 classified ships (including 1 submarine) probably sunk. 35 classified 
ships (including 1 submarine) 11 small craft and 2 floating drydooks 
damaged (1 465 foot naval auxiliary in dry dock). Ground targets des¬ 
troyed include buildings supplies box cars aircraft parts fuel dumps 
in airfield areas. Ground targets damaged include fuel tanks warehouses 
ship repair ships on waterfront and many hangars buildings shops fuel 
dumps and railroad yards in Clark Field and Nichols Field areas. Own 
losses 11 planes in combat 8 operational. 10 pilots 5 crewmen in combat 
2 pilots operational. No loss or damage to surface force. The submarines 
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24 0124 (continued) 

hit were 2 of 3 at Earnshaw docks. Full analysis will be forwarded to 
Cincpac and CinCSYJ’A by airmail from SAIPAN 28 September including 
itemized damage and plane destruction at each field. CTF 38 will for¬ 
ward photos. Photos suitable for press release will be sent by air 
to Cincpac. New subject Total box score for 3rd Fit (TF 59 not included) 
nov/ stands at 380 enemy planes shot down 598 destroyed on ground (pro¬ 
bables not included). 122 classified ships and 61 small craft sun!:. 

137 classified ships and 109 small craft damaged including those pro¬ 
bably sunk. Extensive damage to aviation and maritime facilities and 
installations. Plus 7970 good Nips and the destroyed and the destroyed 
aircraft and installations at PALAU. Own losses 51 planes in combat 31 
operational. Total of 37 pilots 20 crewman lost from all causes less 
some possible rescues. No losses or damage to surface units of covering 
forces. Ship losses and other casualties as previously reported. Hope 
to pass the thotisand plane mark and add some shipping after todays strike 
on the VISAYA. 

21 0330 CTF 57 to CUTCPOA Info CTF 59. 

Summary of operations 16 Sept to 20 Sept inclusive: Bomb tonnage on 
enemy bases/NOT JE 145, TRUK 69, CHICHI JIMA 42, B70 JIN A 40, PAGAN 19, 
NAURU 12, P0NAPE lOg-, MARCUS 9§, JALUIT 3>>. AA mostly meager except 
moderate to intense IW0 JIMA and MARCUS. Interception: At TRUE by 3-4 
S/E and 1 T/E unaggressively on 19th. At IW0 JIMA by 3 unaggressive VF 
on 16th. Our casualties: 1 SBD shot down off Y/0TJE crew rescued by Dumbo. 
Navy Liberator damaged by ships AA crash landed TINIAN Field no injuries 
to personnel. 4 planes damaged all catises. Searches: Navy Liberator 
destroyed Betty 950 miles NV7 SAIPAN on 16th. Sighted medium AK 21-20N 
130-45E on 17th. Sighted Betty 180 miles west of CHICHI JIMA unable to 
intercept, 2 large landing craft 80 miles NW IW0 JIMA small AK 900 miles 
NU SAIPAN on 19th bombed and strafed small AK 20 miles N CHICHI JIMA on 
19th Liberator damaged by AA. Sighted 4 unidentified A/C 150 miles YflJW 
BV0 JIMA on 20th. Hunter killer negative for 2 unidentified subs 270 
miles SW KWAJALEIN on 19th. Mopping up operations: Use of civilian 
volunteers SAIPAN 12 through 19 contributed to successful patrolling. 

15 through 19 own casualties 2 KIA 3 UIA» Japs killed 153 total 25,850 
to date. TINIAN 14-18 own casualties 1 KIA 1 17IA. Japs killed 15 
total 6,785 to date. POW 10 total 290 to date. 
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24 2346 CTNCPAC to COMWESSEAFRON, CQIJHAWSEAFRQN, COMPASSAFRON, COMALSEAFRON, 
C n MSOPAC, C OMFWDAREACENPAC Info COMINCH, C0M7THFLT, COMNAVBASE MAUL'S, 

SCOFA. “ 

Following procedure governing use of surface escorts in the Pacific 
Ocean Areas cancels all previous directives and shall be effective upon 
receipt. (I) Escort all ships carrying 500 or more passengers on 
• voyages (A) Between HAWAIIAN ISLANDS and ports west of Longitude 180-00 
and north of the equator plus MANUS (B) Between ports in the MARSHALL 
and GILBERT ISLAND (C) Between GUADALCANAL (TULAGI end RUSSELL ISLANDS) 
and the northern SOLOMONS or the ADMIRALTY ISLANDS or the MARSHALL-GIL¬ 
BERTS area (D) For that portion of the voyage between U S West Coast 
or BALBOA and ports west of Longitude 180-00 and north of the equator 
plus MANUS as prescribed by Cincpac (responsible routing authority shall 
make request to Cincpoa at least 48 hours prior to each sailing). (II) 
Escort all shipping when proceeding (a) On direct routes between the 
HAWAIIAN ISLANDS and ENIWETOK except those ships with sustained speeds 
of 14 knots or over (3) Between the following areas and ports* MARSHALL 
ISLANDS. MARIANAS. ULITHT. PALAU group. MANUS, (ill) Shipping 
other than that designated in paragraphs I and II shall not be escorted 
unless specifically directed by Cincpac or the Frontier or Area Commander 
concerned. (IV) The carrying of passengers in the Pacific Ocean Areas 
shall be in accordance with condition (B) as prescribed in Article 
1423 Giro-1944. (V) The number and type of surface escorts assigned 

for the protection of shipping shall be determined by the responsible 
Frontier or Area Commander under such general directives as may be 
issued by Cincpac. 


25 0421 CINCPOA to CCMAIRPAC,COMFWOAREA, C0MMARSHALLSSU3AREA, COMCAROLINES SUB 
AREA, I3COM GUAM. 

Upon reporting of Captain V. F. Grant about 15 October Comdr Fwd Area 
will establish a command designated "Naval Air Bases GUAM" to include 
under the Island Commander the Naval Air Bases at AGANA and OROTE and 
such other naval air facilities as may be established at GUAM. Para. 

The Comdr Naval Air Bases GUAM will report to ComAirPac for additional 
duty as his representative for naval aviation logistic matters in the 
MAR T ANAS and CAROLINES. In the performance of these duties he will 
visit naval aviation facilities in the MARIANAS and CAROLINES. Para. 

The aviation logistic section heretofore intended for staff of Com 
Western CAROLINES will be assigned to staff of ComNavAir Bases GUAM. 
Para. This answers ComAirPac’s 200142 not to all adees. 

25 0715 GHQ SWPA to CINCPOA Info C0M3RDFLT,COMSOPAC, COMGEN 6TH ARMY, COM ALLIED 
ATR FORCES, COM ALLIED NAVAL FORCES, CCMOSN USAFFE, C'N.IGEN USASOS. 


CX 18333 Agreements memorandum 21 September 1944 signed Sherman and 
Chamberlin approved. 


25 1705 CINCPOA to ALPOA Info COMINCH, CTNCSOWESPAC. 


Effective one October the MARSHALLS and GILBERTS Sub Areas will be 
merged and designated as the 'IARSHALLS CILBERTS Area. It will comprise 
the area north of the equator and south of the twenty-f5fth. parallel 


and between the westward limits of the Hawaiian Sea Frontier and 155 
East Longitude. Garrison forces naval local defense forces aii^_sh.oye 
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25- 1705 (continued) 



based air forces in the LIAPSIIATbS and CIL2CF.TS Area will constitute 
Tash Force 96. CTF 96 will be under the command of Cincpoa. The area 
commander will be CTF 96 and also the representative of Commander Air 
Force Pacific Fleet for type command functions in connection with 
aviation personnel and logistics. 
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27 2330 COMTIIRDFLEET to CINCPAC, C WINCH , J3GMSEVENTHFLT, CINCSOWESPAC Info 
ALI, TASKFOR COKDRS THIRDFLT. 

Following summary VISAYAS strike 24 September. Heavy strike COROH BAY 
Area hit several ships including 2 large tankers which exploded. Ho 
interception. Other strikes PAUAY-CEBU-LEYTE waters. Results including 
CORON BAY. Sunk 1 large AP 3 large AO 2 large AX 6 medium AX 5 small AX 
1 DD 3 DE 11 small craft. Damaged (including 18 ships probably sunk 
or destroyed) 1 small AP 2 large AO 1 medium AO 1 large AX 15 medium AX 
21 small AK 10 small ships 100 tons each 2 DE and many small craft. 
Throughout the day only 3 planes encountered and shot down over islands. 

4 snoopers shot down well clear of task force. 29 planes destroyed on 
ground 1IEGR0S-CEBU-LEYTE fields. Bombed and strafed partly concealed 
planes LEGASPI results unobserved. Karine railway warehouse ILOILO 
burned. Barracks and fuel dumps burned near ORMOC BAY. Destroyed or 
damaged all 3 piers and adjoining storage area CEBU buildings and storage 
area south CEBU Field, SHOYSFXT TANPR, buildings SARAVIO and MACTAH Field, 
barracks ships and piers BACOLOD, buildings PHILIPPINE Refinery Company 
and Texas Karine Railway at JWC TAN and on SHELL ISLAND. Our losses 7 VF 
and 2 VB combat 1 VB operational. 5 pilots 3 crewmen. No men of war 
sighted larger than DD. No sign of diversion attack force has been ob¬ 
served during PHILIPPINE strikes. Enemy air in the PHILIPPINES is 
completely neutralized and the remaining planes are a conglomeration of 
types incapable of being formed into a very formidable tactical force 
even if adequate pilots and fuel available. 

26 0740 CTF 57 to CINCPOA Info CTF 59 



Summary of Operations 2 1 September to 25 September inclusive: 3omb ton¬ 
nage on enemy bases and shipping: CHICHI JIMA 6CT TRUK 55, TAROA 39, 

PCHAPE 21, NAURU 21, IWO JIMA 20, MILLE 17, JALUIT 14, MARCUS 14, WOTJE 
11, ROTA 4, PAGAN 4, YAP 1. AA mostly meager except moderate to intense 
at TRUX, IWO JIMA, MARCUS, JALUIT. Shipping results negative. Inter¬ 
ception: At TRUK by 4 to 6 moderately aggressive ZEKES 1 damaged. At 
IWO JIMA by 4 aggressive VF 1 destroyed. Both on 25th. Our casualties: 
13 pianos minor damage from AA 1 officer killed 3 crew minor wounds. 
Searches: Navy-' Liberator search planes attacks 1 LSM 60 miles HNW CHICHI 
JIMA on 21st. Shot down BETTY 25 miles south IWO JIMA and FRANCES 980 
miles TLi SAIPAN on 22nd. Attacked 3 small coastal vessels 60 miles north 
IWO JIMA on 23rd and 24th. Sighted BETTY 800 miles NW SAIPAN on 25th 
unable to close. Mopping up operations: SAIPAN 20-24 September own 
casualties 6 WIA. 35 Japs killed total 25,885 to date. 10 POWS total 
553 to date. TINIAN 19 thru 23 own casualties 1 KIA. 12 Japs killed 
total 6797 to date. GUAM 20 thru 23 own casualties 1 WIA. Japs killed 
133 total 16,163 to date. 44 IHTW total 315 to date. 
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CINCPOA to CCMAIRPAC, Info Ca:INCH, COHCARDIV 11 


declassified 


Although CarDiv 11 is employed primarily for training the SARATOGA and 
RANGER are both ships of great value for combat and are to be kept poten¬ 
tially available for combat duty. It is desired that their employment and 
state of training of air groups in Hawaiian area be so adjusted that on 
short notice either or both ships (SARATOGA in particular) can be dispatched 
to participate in combat. 

CCTTODARKA to CINCPOA Info C0HQKNFHPPAC, C0MGENP0A, IS POMS: TINIAN, SAIPAN, 
GUAM 


Cincpoa 240655. Upon removal of the infantry divisions rehabilitating in 
the MARIANA ISLANDS recommend the following infantry defenses. A. TINIAN 
1 infantry battalions. B. SAIPAN 2 infantry battalions. C. GUAM 2 infan¬ 
try battalions. Para. It is assumed that other organizations will rehabi¬ 
litate in this area. For t!iis reason large infantry defenses of a permanent 
nature are not considered necessary. Letter follows containing Island 
Commanders recommendations. 

COMINCH AND CN0 to CINCPAC Info C0MALASSEAFRQN, COM 17 


War Department proposes modification category of defense A in ALASKA as 
follows: (1) KODIAK and SITKA sectors-antiaircraft defenses air warning 

service and manning of harbor defenses (Army installations) will not be 
maintained. (2) UNALASKA sector-antiaircraft defenses and air warning 
service will not be maintained. Foregoing proposals based on present 
actual situation wherein necessity Army meeting defense requirements at 
Aleutian stations in category of defense C precludes meeting defense re¬ 
quirements at Alaskan stations now in category of defense A with the limited 
personnel imposed by ceiling strength for Alaskan Department. Para. Cominch 
prepared to concur but desires your comment before taking action. 

C0MALSEAFR0N to CINCPAC Info COM 17, CCMGEHALAEEA DEPT 


Reference Cominch and CN0 031655. Concur in proposed modification of 
defense 

CINCPOA to C0NTASKF0R 57 . 

Your 291030. It is my decision to entrust the air defense of groups of 
islands such as the Main HAWAIIAN Group, the MARIANAS and the PALAUS to 
a single Air Defense Command. Divided responsibility on the ground in 
this matter would produce divided control in the air. I do not agree 
that each Island Commander should control the aircraft which take off 
from his island. Para. My views in this natter are the same as I gave 
you personally on board NOT JERSEY in April and I desire that they be 
carried out. 
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07 0650 CINCPOA to COMFWQAREA Info COHINCH * C1J0, CP'iSERVPAC, COM8RDFLT, C0U5THFLT, 
ISCOM GUAM, COMAIRPAC. ~ 



Organize and establish quote Naval Operating Base GUAM unquote. As a 
subordinate command of IsCorn GUAM. This command should include all 
activities relating to harbor operation and control cma maintenance 
and repair of ships and boats, and naval supplies including ammunition 
but excluding aviation supplies. Naval avitaion supplies and also boats 
and vehicles furnished for aviation purposes will be part of the Naval 
Air Bases Command. Decommission such existing units as required to ac¬ 
complish organization of NOB. Capt A. E. Becker designated Commandant 
NOB when established. Advise date established and submit organization 
chart to CINCPOA. 




08 0519 CINCPOA to CCMFWDAREA, CCM.GENPQA, NARCORPS Info COM INCH, COMGENFf IFPAC, I SC CM 
TIN LAN, ISCOM SAIPAN, C < X:0E?!2ND? '.ARUIY, C OMGEN A AFPOaT 

In order to make 2dMarDiv more readily available for combat operations de¬ 
sire that (1) ConGenPoa provide 1 Inf Bn (with Regt attachments) at earliest 
practicable date for garrison duty TINIAN. (2) On arrival Army garrison 
Bn TINIAN the Marine RCT be transferred to SAIPAN to rejoin 2dMarDiv. (3) 
ComGenPoa provide 1 Inf Regt (less 1 Bn) as garrison force SAIPAN by mid- 
December at which time te 2dMarDiv will be relieved of all garrison duties 
in order to conduct intensive training. (4) ConGenPoa advise mounting point 
and date of availability above units. Para. In order to ensure closest 
possible coordination of air base development and Twentieth Air Force Opera¬ 
tions desire also that a general officer of the Army Air Forces assume 
duties of Island Commander at approximately the same time as the Marine RCT 
is withdrawn from TINIAN. To accomplish the above ComGenPoa is requested 
to (l) Nominate an Army Air Corps General Officer for duty as Island Comman¬ 
der TINIAN (2) Organize an Island Command headquarters. MarCorps requested 
to advise Cincpoa disposition desired of personnel and units of 2d Marine 
Base Hdqts Bn. 

08 0635 CINCPOA to COMINCH, CNO Info 0ONALASKANSEAI'RON, COM 17 . 

Concur in modification of Category of Defense A for F0DIAK SITKA and UNAL- 
ASKA sectors as proposed by War Department your 031655. 


10 0930 C0M5RDFLT to CINCPOA, COMINCH, ALL TFC 3RDFLT, C0M7THFLT, CINCSWPA 




o 

o 


Weather and alert antisnooper work permitted undetected approach on OKINAWA. 
Surprise complete. Recco, fighter sweep and 4 strikes. Fragmentary flash 
reports NANSEI SH0T0 strikes. Sunk 1 sub tender 1 destroyer 1 AM 2 Medium 
AK 2 small AK 5 SD 9 luggers and some small craft. Probably sunk 2 medium 
AK 1 medium A0 4 small AK 7 SD and 9 little fellows. 1 destroyer beached 
damaged 3 medium AK’s 6 small AK's 2 small AO's lots of small fellows. Shot 
down 14 planes. At least 75 burned on ground. Buildings all over OKINAWA 
and adjoining islands burning. There is an operational field on Y0R0 SHIMA. 
Own aircraft losses light. Snooped this afternoon no damage to surface 
ships as yet. Now retiring. Further report on the 12th. 
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04 1340 MACARTHUR to COMGEN 6TH ARMY, COM ALLIED NAVAL FORCES Info COMALLIED AIR 
FORCES, CINCPOA, COMSrDFLTT" 


CX 18922 Conferences Commander 3rd Fleet have indicated immediate importance 
opening SURIGAO STRAITS for shipping. This radio will be considered aB 
Operations Instructions 70/9. Commanding General 6th Army and Commander 
Allied Naval Forces will take prompt action to carry out following missions. 
Plans will be prepared and executed as required to clear the northern tip 
of the SURIGAO PENINSULA of MINDANAO and DINAGAT ISLAND. Refer to paragraph 
3A(3) and 3D(2) (E). 


13 0048 CCM3RDFLT to CINCPOA, COM INCH, CINCSOWESPAC Info CCM7THFLT, ALL TFCS 3RDFLT 

Revised report OKINAWA strike 10th . Planes shot down 23 including 3 
snoopers. Incomplete photos show 59 (Estimate 70) destroyed and 37 
damaged on ground. Sunk 1 JINGEI As, 1 DE, 4 Midget SS, 14 AK, 1 small 
AO, 25 small ships and 41 small craft and barges. Probably sunk 1 AM 
10 small ships 9 small craft. Damaged 1 DM, 1 LSM, 8 AK, 10 small ships 
and many luggers barges sampans. Destroyed 3 hangars, 3 fuel dumps, 1 
ammunition dump, many barracks warehouses and other buildings. Explosion 
and fires devastated northwest end INO 0N0 YAMA ISLAND and north shore 
NAHA inner harbor. Damaged 2 lighthouses 1 factory many buildings. Our 
losses 8 planes combat MT operational. 5 pilot 3 crewmen lost in combat 
1 crewman operational. 

13 0813 CINCPOA to CNO Info COMAIRPAC, CCMNATSPAC. 


Your 051825 to CCMNATSPAC. I consider it of national interest that PAA 
be in a position to render commercial service to Southwest Paoifio 
promptly on conclusion of hostilities. However it is necessary that 
interim contract service to Navy be completely satisfactory. Current 
PAA operating procedures do not result in the effective and economical 
utilization of personnel and equipment requiste for wartime servioe. I 
recommend prompt renegotiation of contract with definite assuranoe that 
PAA operating procedures conform to standard set by Navy and concentration 
of PAA Pacific operations with Boeing Clippers and PB2Y3 on servioe between 
mainland and HONOLULU. This will result in an organization of adequate 
strength to resume SW Paoifio service when practicable. As an alternative 
to PAA timely acceptance of standard Navy operating procedures I oonour 
in proposal of COMNATSPAC that (a) Contract be terminated (b) PAA be 
restricted to commercial operation of Boeing Clippers between San Francisco 
and HONOLULU (c) PB2Y3 now scheduled for PAA operation be reassigned to 
Navy squadrons and I further recommend that Naval Reserve offioers on 
inactive duty, serving with PAA Pacific Division and who may be in excess 
of requirements of reduced Beale of operations, be recalled to active 
duty. If it is necessary to terminate contract it is believed that lift 
previously contemplated to be handled by PAA can be satisfied first by 
assignment to NATS of PB2Y presently operated by PAA second by increased 
capacity of R5D2 over R5D1. I do not consider that PAA service to west¬ 
ward of HAWAII is justified at this time due to type of equipment available 
and necessity for duplication of personnel and Navy logistic support. 

Until the availability of R5D airoraft and particularly of their spares is 
greatly improved all should be manned by Naval crews and held available 
for operations in forward ares. It should be noted that in the near future 
NATS will be called on to serve bases within range of enemy air bas 
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13 0955 CCM3RDFLT to CINCPAC, CCMINCH, CINCSOWESPAC Info C0M7THFLT, ALLTFC'S 3RDFLT 

Incomplete reports for VF Bweeps and strikes FORMOSA 12 and 13 October. 

Enemy airoraft shot down 221 including 9 by Bhip gun fire, 3 Bnilys by 
predawn Intruder mission TAKAO Area by 4 VF and 4 VT from INDEPENDENCE 
and 5 single engine found on BASCO FIELD BATAN ISLAND. Destroyed on the 
ground 176 with many others strafed but did not burn. Ships sunk 2 large 
4 medium 9 Bmall AK, 12 small craft, 8 SC (including BLUE sub heckler off 
SABTANG ISLAND). Probably sunk 1 large 3 medium 3 small AK, 1 AO 6 SC 

I AM 2 small escort. Damaged 1 large 6 medium 16 small AK, 1 large AP 

II SC and SD 25 small craft. FORMOSA and PESCADORES thoroughly bombed 
with concentration on aircraft installations, utilities, ship facilities, 
warehouses and oil dumps. Our losses 45 planes. New field 3 miles north¬ 
east KORYU another 2 miles northeast CHIKUNAN northwestern FORMOSA, planes 
in both. 

15 0542 C0M7THFLT to C0M3RDFLT, ALL CTF 3RDFLT, ALL CTG 3RD FLT, ALL CTF 7TH FLT, ALL 
CTG 7THFLT, SUPREME COMMANDER SCWESPAC AREA, CINCPAC7 COMINCHT - 

Com 3rd Fit 150149 not to all. Central PHILIPPINES attack force will proceed 
with scheduled operation K-2. Request assistance from fast carriers soonest 
practicable consistent with developments. New subject for CTG 77.4. Strike 
western VTSAYAS A-3 A-2 and A-l. Primary mission destruction enemy aircraft 
and combatant ships. Adjust air support schedule as necessary. Upon breaking 
radio silence inform me your plans and strike results. 

15 0136 CINCPAC to COMFAIRWING 1 Info COM 3RD FLT, otf 38, CTF 57, CTF 59, COMINCH . 

Suspicion exists enemy surface force may have departed EMPIRE area to mop up 
on Blue cripples withdrawing FORMOSA strikes. Extend search to maximum prac¬ 
ticable to cover assumed enemy approach from BUNGO CHANNEL to approximate 
position 20 N 126 E. 

15 1343 CTG 30.5 to CTU 30.5.3, CTU 30.5.1, WHITING Info COM 3RD FLT. 

This imperative. Send 27, 2 and 9 V 223 to 1150 miles or as near as possible 

look for Jap fleet. Take off as soon as possible. 7/HTTINC launch Coronddo 
with call 30 V 223 at dawn proceed 700 miles out sector 9 V 223 act as relay 
for contact reports from above Liberators. Acknowledge. 

19 0540 C0M3RDFLT to CTF 38, CTG'S 38.1, 38.2, 33.2, 38.4 Info CTG'S 30.8, 30.9, 

Mf 57. CTU 30.9.1,~C0MA1r 7THFLT (LOOTSflCS), CINCPAC, COMAIRPAC. 


For near future operations it is the intention to increase fighter complement 
each large carrier to 54 except BUNKER HILL which is to take special complement 
of 100 VF. The following is the basic plan for the accomplishment of such: 

Task Group 38.1. HORNET and WASP will receive necessary VF by fly aboard 
delivery from GUAM about November 2nd. Task Group 38.2. BUNKER HILL will pro¬ 
ceed MANUS with Task Group 38.3 and there leave VB and VT of CVG 8 for return 
to PEARL. VF to build complement to 100 will be from SAIPAN by fly aboard 
delivery about 4 November. INTREPID and HANCOCK get necessary VF from CVE’s 
ULITHI Area after 29 October. Task Group 38.3. ESSEX and LEXINGTON get 
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necessary VF during availability period in MAHTJS. Task Group 38.4. FRANKLIN 
and ENTERPRISE get necessary VF from CVE’s ULITHI Area after 31 October. 

Para. Com3rdFleet will arrange for CVE's in ULITHI to cover requirements 
for Task Group 38.2* and Task Group 38.4. Will also issue necessary movement 
orders for replenishment of Task Group 38.1 and BUNKER HILL near SAIPAN-GUAM 
as indicated above. Para. It is intended that the resultant air groups each 
large carrier except BUNKER HILL and ENTERPRISE be approximately 54 VF 24 VB 
18 VT. Task Force and Task Group Commanders take necessary action to facili¬ 
tate the accomplishment of this plan all possible by redistribution of aircraft 
within Task Groups and by instituting liaison with replinishment sources 
indicated. 


20 1849 CINCPOA to CCM3RDFLT, COMFWDAREA Info CCM WES CAROLINES, COMSEHVPAC, CCMAIRPAC, 

CCMGENPOA, COMGENAAFPQA. 



Effective 1500 GCT 23 October the Forward Area and Task Force 57 revert to 
the direct control of Cinopoa except for units of Fleet Air Wing 1 and Seron 
10 based in the MARIANAS and western CAROLINES which will continue to operate 
as task groups of the 3rd Fleet. 


22 0100 CINCPOA to CCMGENFMFPAC Info COMINCH, MARCORPS, C0KS0PAC. 



In order to assist in implementation of Cinopoa directives affecting FMF in 
SoPac ComGenFMFPac authorised to establish Fwd Ech FMF Pac in SoPac under 
appropriate commander or representative who will report to ComSoPac for addi¬ 
tional duty. Fwd Ech to consist of approx 15 officers and 40 enlisted. Para. 
Designation of above unit will be SoPac Ech FMFPac. Designation of similar 
unit in Forward Area CentPac Mydis 161726 will be Fwd Area Ech FMFPac. 
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COM 3RD FLEET to CINCPAC, CINCSOWESPAC Info COMINCH. CTF 
77. COM ?TH FLEET, ALL TFC 1 S THIRD FLT . 

On basis of sightings moved 38.3 38.2 38.4 on broad front 
toward PHILIPPINE Coast to launch reinforced searches at 
dawn 24th. 38.3 east of LUZON. 38.2 off SAN BERNADINO. 

38.4 off SURIGAO. Carrier search sighted force 4 BB 8 CA 
13 DD (also 2 CL not confirmed) south of MINDORO on north¬ 
easterly course. Reinforced search from 38.4 attacked 3 
DD just west of PANAY heavily damaging and stopping one 
while other two stood by cripple. 38.3 38.2 immediately 
launched strikes on the enemy heavy forces near MINDORO. 

38.4 38.3 ordered to concentrate toward 38.2. 38.3 ordered 

to keep area to north under observation and 38.1 recalled . 
Several bogies over 38.2 and 38.3. More later. 

CTF 77 to CTG 77.8. CTF 79. CTF 78, CTG 77.2. CTG 70.1, Info 
COM 3RD FLT. ALL TFC*S ?TK FLT, CINCPAC, ALL TGC *S 7TH FLT , 

ALL TFC * S ?TH FLT, COMAAF, CINC SWPA, C0M3RDFLT, COMINCH! 

Prepare for night engagement. Enemy force estimated 2 BB, 

4 CA, 4 CL, 10 DD reported under attack by our carrier planes 
in eastern SULU SEA at 0910 I (-9) 24 Oct. Enemy can arrive 
LEYTE GULF tonight. Make all preparations for night engage¬ 
ment. TG 77.3 assigned to CTG 77.2 as reinforcement. CTG 
70.1 station maximum number PT*s lower SURIGAO STRAIT to re¬ 
main south of 10-10 north during darkness. 

CTG 38.4 to COM 3RD FLT Info CTF 38, CTF 77. CINCSOWESPAC, 

C0MADV0N 5. C0MADV0N 13. 

Contact report. At 0905 position 08-55 N 121-50 E 2 BB 1 CA 
4 DD course 035 speed 15. Search group made 2 bomb hits 
on each BB good fire on 1. Rocket hits on CA and 2 DD’s. 

DD's heavily strafed. Am closing on 38.2 which takes me out 
of range of this contact. 

COM 3RD FLEET to ALL TFC’S 3RD FLEET. ALL TGC’S OF TF 38 Info 

COMINCH. CINCPAC :- 

Battle plan. BatDiv 7 MIAMI VINCENNES BILOXI DesRon 52 less 
STEVEN POTTER from taskgroup 38.2 and WASHINGTON ALABAMA 
WICHITA NEW ORLEANS DesDiv 100 PATTERSON BAGLEY from task 
group 38.4 will be formed as task force 34 under VAdm Lee 
Commander Battle Line. Task Force 34 engage decisively at 
long ranges. CTG 38.4 conduct carriers of Taskgroup 38.2 
and Taskgroup 38.4 clear of surface fighting. Instructions 
for Task Group 38.3 and Taskgroup 38.1 later. Halsey OTC 
in NEW JERSEY. 

CTF 38 to C0M3RDFLT Info CTG 38.2, 38.4. 

Results of searches to northeast. Pilots who got good looks 

2242 






























r>T? p rvrryn 
■“ UJiiUim'i—» 


OCTOBER (GCT) 

24 0942 (continued) 


declassified 


report 2 SHOKAIU CV*S, 1 CVL, 3 CL, 3 DD course 270 speed 15 
at 18-25 north 125-28 east at l640I(-9). At 18-10 north 
125-30 east were 4 BB’s or CA f s 5 cruisers 6 DD’s course 
210 speed 15 at 1540 I (-9). 1 of BB’s flight deck aft. At 

1600 I (-9) 2 DD f s 19-40 north 123-00 east course 240 speed 


12 . 


24 1057 



50 fighters from covering CVEs intercepted approximately 40 
enemy shore based Zekes, Bettys, Vais attacking our forces 
LEYTE from 0750 to 0825. 15 to 20 shot down. Our losses 

2 fighters no pilots. SONOMA hit by bomb. LCI IO 65 hit by 
plane abandoned and burned. FREEMONT straffed minor casual¬ 
ties. At 1120 I (-9) approximately 40 shore based planes 
attacked. No details of interception. 1 Liberty ship hit 
severely damaged. CVE strikes HISAYA area. 25 planes des¬ 
troyed on ground 30 damaged. 1 airborne SVL shot down. Our 
losses 2 fighters no AA. 1 pilot lost. 7 luggers 1 SC sunk. 
5 luggers 4 barges 1 SC and 1 tug damaged. 190 sorties in 
support of ground troops. Cruisers and DD's continued day 
and night support of forces ashore. Resupply echelons in¬ 
cluding 20 Liberty ships arrived. Unloading assault echelons 
practically completed. All disposition made for possible raid 
by strong enemy surface force sighted western central PHILIP¬ 
PINES by subs and air. Lieut General Krueger commanding 
6th Army assumed command ashore at 1400 I (-9) today. 


24H00 CTF 77 to COM 3RD FLT, ALL TFC 3RD FLT, CINCPAC, COMINCH. 

r\ TfT^ rAumnn ^ J 


cinc sowesEac. - 1 

Our surface forces are engaging enemy surface forces in 
SURIGA0 STRAIT and southern LEYTE GULF. 


24 1122 COM 3RD FLT to CTF 38. CTG 38.1 Info ALL TFC AND TGC 3RD FLT . 


At 2300 I (-9) 24th Task Group 36.2 Task Group 38.4 pass 
through Lat 14-28 north Long 125-50 east course 000 speed 
25. Upon joining CTF 38 take charge all 3 groups attack 
enemy carrier force. See my 241106. Keep ComTaskGroup 3&L 
advised your movements. He is herewith directed to join you 
earliest. Guard 2642 Kcs. Use receipt method. 


24 1124 C0M3RDFLT to CTF 77, C0M7THFLT Info COMINCH. CINCPAC. ATI. 


TFC * S , ALL TGC * S OF TIiIRD FLEfeT . 

Enemy force SIBUYAN SEA 1925 I (-9) position Latitude 12-45N 
Longitude 122-40E course 120 speed 12. Strike reports indi¬ 
cate enemy heavily damaged. Am proceeding north with three 
groups to attack enemy carrier force at dawn. 
















""SBSRKE- 


n 


DECLASSIFIED 


OCTOBER 

24 1520 

24 1655 


24 0817 


24 1104 



(GOT ) 

COM 3RD FLT to CTG 38.1 Info CTF 38. CTU 30.8.4, CTU 30.8.8, 

CTU 30.8.11, CTG'' 30.8" .- - * -*- * - L 

Commence fueling at dawn and launch search. Your 241332. 
Expedite all possible. 9 oilers should be available. 

CTF 77, to CTG 77.4 Info TG 77, TG 78, TG 79, COM FEAF, 

C0M3RDFLT, CTF 38. 

At daybreak make following searches for enemy surface ships. 
340 degrees to 030 degrees distance 135. Origin of above 
search SULUAN ISLAND. Also search MINDANAO SEA area distance 
100 miles from SURIGAO STRAITS. CAMOTE SEA area. Clear 
above 2 areas by 0900 I. Friendly Pr boats operating in 
these areas. Maintain 24 VT strike group with 12 torpedo 
loaded ready for launching with VF escort in event surface 
contact. Search and attack groups maintain contact with 
HALIFAX on 4915. 

CTF 38 to COM 3RD FLT Info CTG*S 38.2 CTG 38.4 . 

Results of strike on Jap fleet consisting of 4 battleships 
3 heavy cruisers 4 light cruisers 12 destroyers east of 
MINDORO . 2 heavy cruisers and 1 battleship damaged. New 

contact aftern oon search reports 3 CV’s 4 to 6 heavy cruisers 
and 6 destroyers at Latitude 18-10 Longitude 125-30 E which 
is 180 miles east of APARRI 1 of CV is ISE CEPASBSE class. 

On course 210 speed 15 knots. No major air attack on us 
since 1430 I (-9). Princeton had heavy explosion about 1515 
causing many casualties on BIRMINGHAM alongside. In view 
of our new Jap contact to north ComTaskGroup 38.3 is having 
PRINCETON sunk. No serious damage to other ships. Enemy 
planes showing intermittent IFF my position at I63O I (-9) 
Latitude 15-32 N Longitude 124-23 E. Will close you after 
PRINCETON is sunk. 

C0M3RDFLT to CINCPAC, CINCS0WESPAC Info C0MINCH. CTF 77, 

C0M7THFLT, ALL TFC’ S WW !-- 

On 24th launched strong dawn search teams from 3 groups 
across LUZON and VISAYAS. At 0745 search plane contacted 
enemy 4 BB's 8 CA 2 CL 13 DD 15 miles south of MINDORO. 38.2 
launched strike immediately and repeated during day. 38.3 
and 38.4 struck same force after initial strikes on other 
targets. 38.3 reported 1 CA 1 CL 1 DD at MANILA BAY all 
damaged (estimate some damaged by blue subs). After 1st 
strike 38.3 under heavy air attack and shot down about 150 
planes. PRINCETON heavily damaged and dead in water, BIRMING' 
HAM had personnel casualties resulting from explosion on 
PRINCETON while along side her. 38.4 1st struck enemy force 
southeast of NEGROS consisting of 2 FUS0 class 1 CA 4 DD 
making 2 bomb hits on each BB, rocket hits on CA and 2 DD, 
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(continued) 

straffed 2 remaining DD 0GQQ.WC of these seen to sink. Main 
body reversed course to 270 about 1400 when 30 miles east of 
TABLAS ISLAND and while again being attacked. Main body box 
score from incomplete reports. 1 YAMAT0 class bombed tor¬ 
pedoed left afire and down at bow. KONGO class 2 bomb hits 
left smoking and apparently badly damaged. Bomb hits on 1 
or both remaining BB. 2 torpedo hits on 1 of these bombed 
BB. 1 CL torpedoed and capsized. Torpedo hits on 2 CA and 
bomb hit on another CA. At 1540 search plane from 38.3 
sighted enemy force near 18-10 north 125-30 report evaluated 
as 2 ISE class 2 CA 1 CL 6 DD course 210 speed 15. At 1640 
another group sighted 18-25 north 125-28 east 2 ZUIKAKU, 1 
CVL 3 CL 3 DD course 270 speed 15. 2 DD 100 miles northeast 

this group course 240 planes from this force may have been 
attacking 38.3 prior to contact. ComTaskGroup 38.3 has 
scuttled PRINCETON and is closing 38.2 and 38.4 which are 
now concentrated off entrance to SAN BERNADIN0 STRAIT. Night 
air attack by enemy probable. More later. 
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24 1912 CTF 77 to COM3RDFLT info ALL TFC T S 3RDFLT, ALL TGC t S 
7THFLT. CINCPAC, COMINCH. ALL TGC f 5 3RDFLT. 

Our surface forces now engaged enemy surface forces 
SURIGAO STRAIT entrance to LEYTE GULF. Enemy force 
sighted in STRAIT by PT Boats about 0200 1 (-9) 
arrived entrance GULF about 0300 1 (-9) consists of 
2 battleships 3 cruisers and destroyers. Question. 
Is TF 34 guarding SAN BERNADINO STRAIT. 

24 2207 CTF 77 to C0M3RDFLT, CTF 34 . 

CTU 77 . 4.3 reports enemy battleships and cruiser 15 
miles astern his unit and firing on him. Position 
is 80 miles bearing 060 from HOMONHAM ISLAND. 


24 2225 CTF 77 to C0M3RDFLT 

About 0700 CTU 77.4.3 reported under fire from enemy 
battleships and cruisers in position Lat 11-40 long 
126-25. Evidently came through SAN BERNADINO during 
the night. Request immediate air strike. Also request 
support from heavy ships. My OBBs low in ammunition. 

24 2235 CTU 77.4.3 to C0M7THFLT. C0M3RDFLT. CTG 77.4. CINCPAC . 

Under attack. 0722 (minus-9) in Lat 11 degrees 44 
min. Long 126 degrees 29 min. Enemy composed of 4 
battleships 8 cruisers many destroyers split in two 
forces one bearing 286 degrees T 11 miles. Second 
bearing A 307 T 15 miles. 

24 2239 CTF 77 to C0M3RDFLT info CTF 34 . 

Fast battleships are urgently needed immediately at 
LEYTE GULF. 


24 2305 C0M3RDFLT to CTG 38.1 info ALL TFC'S AND TGC'S 3RDFLT . 

Enemy force reported at Lat 18-37 north Long 126-45 
East course 180 speed 20 at 0730 1 (- 9 ) but now seems 
to be retiring to northward. 4 carriers in force. 
Strike as practicable. 

o 

24 2329 CTF 77 to C0M3rdFLT 

Your 242205. My situation is critical. Fast battle¬ 
ships and support by air strike may be able prevent 
^ enemy from destroying CVE’S and entering LEYTE. 
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24 2337 CTO 77.4.3 to C0M7TKFLT■ COM3RDFLT. CTG 77.4. CINCPAC . 

Still under attack at 0830 (minus 9) in Lat 11 degrees 
35 min Long 136 degrees 29 min. 

24 2348 C0M3RDFLT to CTG 38.1 info ALL TFC’S AND TGC'S 3RD 

Fleet." cW 77. cofeMLTT- 

Proceed at best possible speed to Southwest strike 
earliest possible enemy force reported to be 4 BB*S 
8 CA*S plus DD f S in vicinity 11-20 north 127-00 east 
at 0800. 

24 2355 C0M3RDFLT to CTF 77 info CTG 38.1 . 

My 242348. Task Group 38.1 estimated position at 
0700 Lat 15-00 north Long 130 east. ComTaskGroup 
38.1 advise ComTaskForce 77 and me earliest time of 
strike. 
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25 1349 


COM3RDFLEET to CTG 38.1 CTG 38.2 Info CTF 77. CINCPAC. 

...- -- 3U p C( 


COMythFLEET. AtL tfASk FORCE AND TaSK Cfcolir o 

JBCFLEET. ALL 'G'OK'GERNED'"BOV'.'ES^AC MW . 




Refer my 250657. Night snooper reports enemy force 
14 ships entering eastern entrance SAN BERNARDINO 
STRAIT on westerly course at 2140 I(-9). From 06-00 
rendezvous position launch search attaok and continue 
sustained strikes to destroy enemy force whose dawn 
position is expected to be Just east MINDORO. Cancel 
searches specified in reference. Make fighter sweep 
visayas as practicable. 


25 1358 CTF 77 to CTF 38. CTG 38.1. CTG 38.2. CTG 77.4 Info 
CTG 77.2. CTF 78. CTF 79. C0M3RDFLT. 

For tomorrow request fast carriers provide 36 VF 
combat air patrol for objective area from 0545 until 
1845 I(-9). Upon launching cap proceed to H0M0NH0N 
ISLAND and report to PEPSICOLA BASE on channel 2. 

CTG 77.4 provide asp and air observers. Search sectors 
from 340 to 140 degrees to a distance of 200 miles from 
H0M0NH0N ISLAND for purpose detection enemy surface 
ships. Maintain maximum number of airoraft in readiness 
for attack missions. 



25 1417 CTF 38 to COMSUBPAC. CTG 30.8. COMCRUDIV 13 info 
grogPA'g.'gOM'SfibFt'l 1 . -- 

Carriers and few destroyers of task groups 38.3 and 
38.4 in latitude 18-07 north longitude 126-19 east at 
2.3001 (-9) 25 October on course 130 speed 27 ) with the 
4 cruisers and a dozen destroyers of our groups about 
100 mile to the north rejoining at higher speed after 
sinking 1 CLV and 1 large DD or CL of enemy cripples. 
At 21001 enemy groups believed to consist of 1 or 2 BB, 
2 cruisers and 3 or 4 DD at 21-15 north 126-20 east on 
course north speed 20. Expect to Join task group 30.8 
at 09001 26 October in center DIESEL area. 


25 1439 COM3RD FLT to CINCPAC. CINCS0WESPAC Info C0MINCH. CTF 77. 

WTimT.-'gW-Tg. All TFCCTLT .-- 

Continuing my 241104. 10 planes shot down on 24th by 
TG 38.2 CAP and search planes. 25th activities. 3 Groups 
concentrated for early morning attack on enemy carrier 
force near 18-25 north 125-30 east. Neglible air 
opposition at target and no strikes on own force. 1st 
Strike: 1 carrier type uncertain exploded and sank. 

—^ 1 CV and 1 CVL hit with 1 torpedo and 3 bombs eaoh and 

1 CL badly damaged. Upon recovery of 2nd strike TF 34 
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( continued) 

and TG 38.2 departed for LEYTE in responce to TF 
UEXORTJ'TliYAlTlCRL situation. TG 38.3 and 38.4 con¬ 
tinued afternoon air strikes and probable night surface 
attack on cripples. CTF 38 hereby directed to make 
sweep up of action against carrier force. TG 38.1 made 
morning strike on enemy force east of SAMAR leaving 
1 BB 1 CA and 1 DD dead in water. The CA apparently 
in sinking condition. 3 other heavy ships damaged. 

At 2140 search plane reported 14 ships SAN BERNADINO 
entrance course 270. This remainder of the 27 ships 
sighted east of MINDORO morning of 24th but conflict¬ 
ing reports prevent estimate of number which sortied 
from SAN BERNADINO. 

HALIBUT to COMSUBPAC info CINOPAC 

1515 GOT 25th 2 large ships probably BB’s 3 smaller 
ships course 0 speed 20 am trailing. 0943 GOT 25th 
1 BB 1 cruiser 1 destroyer course 020 speed 13. 

5 timed mark 18 hits in battleship possibly sinking 
2u-35 north 136-30 east. 18 fish left. My post 21-45 
north 126-20 east. WX 02202 X 99786 X 32154. 

CTF 17 to CINOPAC . 

At 1403 GCT 25th JALLAO sank NATORI TYPE light cruiser 
v/ith 3 perfect hits in lat 21-20 long 127-20. PINTADO 
saw target sink. Cruiser had SJ radar. No other con¬ 
tacts. Crushers heading north to Lat 23 then reversing 
toward safety land WX 02301 X 18981 X 11183 

C0M3RDFLT to CTF 77 info COMINCH, CINCPAC, ALL TFCS 

3RDFLT, ALL TASK GROUP COMS 3RDFLT, ALL CONCERNED 

SOVESPAC OPERATIONS. 

Task Group 34.2. 0200 I(-9) 26 October position Lat 

15-12 NORTH -5 GROUPS MISSING- . Have just finished 
off 1 enemy estimated to be CA or CL straggler. Task 
Group J:s now proceeding southeast at 25 knots in search 
any and all cripples. Please acknowledge. 

COM 3RD FLT to CTF 77 info COM 7TH FLT, CTG 38.1, 

CTO 38.2, CTF 38V -- 

Distance from LEYTE of launching area for stikes on 
retiring enemy force precludes possibility of maintaining 
CAP requested by your 251356. Will conduct fighter 
sweeps of VISAYAS. 
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COM3RDFLT to CTF 77 Info COMINCH. CINCPAC. ALL TF C *S AND 

TGC *S 3RD FLT, 00M7THFLT - 

Your 242227. Am now engaging enemy carrier force. TG 36.1 
with 5 carriers and 4 CA's has been ordered to assist you 
immediately. My position with other 3 carrier task groups 
Lat 17-18 North Long 126-11 East. Halsey. 

CINCPAC to C0M3RDFLT Info COMINCH. CTF 77 

Where is Task Force 34 
C0M3RDFLT to CTF 77 Info C0M7THFLT 

Your 242329 Item (-9) am proceeding toward LEYTE with Task 
Group 38.2 and 6 fast BB’s. My position course and speed 
later but do not expect arrive before 0800 tomorrow. 

CTF 77 to C0K3RDFLT. CTG 38.1 

Situation looks better. Enemy forces that were attacking 
TG 77.4 are retiring to north eastward. They may return. 

I can handle SURIGA0 STRAIT. Still need assistance cover 
SAN BERNADIN0 fine opportunity air strike TG 38.1 wipe out 
enemy surface ships and reduce threat to LEYTE. 

C0M3RDFLT to CINCPAC 

Your 210044 Task Force 34 with me engaging enemy carrier 
force. Am now proceeding with Task Group 38.2 and all fast 
BB to reinforce Kinkaid. 1 enemy CV sunk. 2 CV’s dead in 
water. No damage own force. Enemys airgroup flying out 
from LUZON arrived too late. See my 241122 and 241124. 

Task Group 38.1 already ordered assist Kinkaid immediately. 

CTF 77 to C0M3RDFLT Info CTG 38.1. CTF 34 

Enemy surface forces returning to attack CVE f s. 

C0M3RDFLT to CTF 77. CTG 38.1 Info CINCPAC. ALL TF COMS AND 

TASK GROUP COM3 3RD FLEET 

ComTaskForce 77 250231. Keep me informed of enemy position. 
If he retires to northward shadow if practicable. 

C0M3RDFLT to CTF 38 Info COMINCH. CINCPAC. ALL TGC'S 3RD 

FLEET 


Keeping in mind your fuel situation give consideration to a 
night surface attack against cripples. Delay fueling ren¬ 
dezvous tomorrow. My 250302. As necessary keeping me and 
CTG 30.8 advised. 
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CTG 77.2 to CTF 77. C0M3RDFLT Info ALL TGC’S 7TH FLT . 

COMINCH, CINCPAC, CINCSOWESPAC 

Met enemy force last night according to plan. Enemy stood 
UE SURIGAO STRAIT South in 2 groups. The 1st group con¬ 
sisted as reported by the MACGOWAN (DD678) of 2 battleships, 

1 or 2 heavy cruisers, and 1 destroyer. The 2nd group 
consisted of 2 large and about 5 smaller craft. All craft 
were sunk or repelled. Number sunk not known but believed 
to be at least 8 of all sizes. Upon arrival this morning in 
lower end SURIGAO STRAIT found 8 units burning, 7 of which 
sank as we approached. Others had been sunk as we either 
sank them ourselves or picked up survivors. No opportunity 
yet for interrogating ships or Japanese survivors. Own 
casualties not known. Damaged ship ALBERT W GRANT (DD 649). 

CTG 38.1 to CT? 38. CTF 77 Info C0M3RDFLT, CTU 77.4.3 

Strike one launched at 1030 I (-9) against enemy BB’s off 
SAMAR 

CTF 77 to C0M3RDFLT Info CTF 34. CTG 38.1 

Since my 250146 situation LEYTE GULF has again become very 
serious. Enemy fast battleships and heavy cruisers returned 
to attack my CVE Groups off entrance and threatening convoys. 
Expenditure of fuel and ammunition have reduced effectiveness 
of my supporting forces. Attacks of CVE’s has disrupted my 
air support. Have sent task force of 3 0BB, 3 CA and DD’s 
to assist CVEs but your assistance badly needed. CVE Units 
forced to retire to LEYTE GULF. 

CTF 38 to C0M5UBSPAC Info CINCPAC. C0M3RDFLT 

At 1300 I (-9) Task Force 38 is at Latitude 18 N Longitude 
126-40 E. Chasing 2 unnamed CV’s, 1 BB, 3 DD’s at 19-25 N 
126-30 E course 340 speed 22 also 1 good BB, 3 damaged 
cruisers and 1 badly damaged CV position 19-00 N 126-30 E 
course northerly speed 5 to 10 knots. You can help a lot 
but watch out for us too. We will knock off chase trip 
afternoon. 

CTF 77 to C0M3RDFLT 

Withdrawing CVE’s into LEYTE GULF. Requirements unknown 
but estimate they will need considerable replenishment. 

Avgas available. Request Fast Carriers take over covering 
mission until CVE’s are again ready. 
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25 0932Z MACARTHUR to COMGENPOA. COMGEN ARMY AIR FORCES POA . 

gQMGENSOPACkACOM. COMSOPAC, Al.'MDEL , AMM.lSCA. AQ.UILA . 

20 BOMBER COMMAND info CINCPOT: 

CX-51009 PHILIPPINES: 1 enemy force indicated from 
reconnaissance reports to consist of 3 battleships with 
11 cruisers and destroyers approaching SURIGAO STRAIT 
from west during October 24, engaged by LEYTE GULF surface 
forces during night, retired before dawn; another force 
estimated 2 battleships 3 cruisers plus destroyers rounded 
southern MINDORO approached SAN BERNADlNO STRAIT under 
air attack evening October 24, some units apparently 
passing through STRAIT to attack 7th Fleet surface vessels 
northeast LEYTE GULF early morning October 25; 3rd Forces 
sighted 0740 GCT/24 200 miles east northern LUZON com¬ 
prising 3 carriers 6 light cruisers and destroyers head¬ 
ing west and another group including 2 converted carriers 
"ISE and HYUGA" on course 210 degrees; off west coast 
PALAWAN 3 medium transports 3 medium freighter transports 
4 escorts reported heading southwest afternoon October 
24; 2 destroyers 1 damaged heavy cruiser reported same 
area night October 23. Naval: 7th Fleet surface vessels 
engaged enemy units SURIGAO STRAIT/LEYTE GULF night 
October 24, no details available. Paren. Air. Enemy 
action: 39 enemy bombers and 7 fighters shot down, 7 others 
probably destroyed, by 7th Fleet planes during attacks 
against allied beachheads and shipping in LEYTE GULF 
October 24. Operations Ootober 20: (1) refer paragraph 
13 report operations October 21: patrol B24’s destroyed 
4 additional floatplanes on water MINDORO ISLAND, central 
PHILIPPINES. Operations October 22: (2)4P38’s believed 
destroyed seatruck near C0T0BAT0, southwestern MINDANAO. 
Operations report sowespac area period 1500 GCT/23 to 
1500 GCT/24. Operations October 23: (3) 7 B24 hit 
ammunition dumps WEWAK. (4) 45 RAAF P40 , s and beaufighters 
attacked bivouacs, destroyed buildings and several small 
craft western NEW GUINEA and CERAM. (5) 13 P47*s struck 
SAGAN AIRDROME, southern MACCLUER GULF. (6) 6 P38's 
shot down 7 enemy fighters taking off BOELA airdrome. 

(7) 2 B24’s, 24 A20’s, 12 P38 f s and 1 patrol B24 attacked 
BOELA waterfront and fuel installations, started large 
fires, destroyed grounded Betty on undetermined service¬ 
ability. (8) 12 A20's bombed runways and dispersals MAIRATOE 
16 P47 T s attacked HA OEKOE. (9) 11 P38's damaged buildings 
CAPE NOESANIVE, AMBON BAY entrance; 23 B25’s caused fires 
and explosions AMBON town. (3D) 1 B24 bombed old NAMLEA 
airdrome. (11) 1 B24 met 4 intercepting fighters over 
MAKASSAR; another B24 exploded and sank 1 small freighter, 
left Seatruck listing and strafed 2 other freighters same 
area; single B24 patrolling MAKASSAR STRAIT sank 2 seatrucks, 
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damaged small freighter and attacked 5 other seatrucks. 
(12) patrol B24 left seatruck listing off southwestern 
CELEBES; 7 P38’s destroyed 1 grounded bomber, probably 
destroyed another and killed many personnel LIMBOENG 
airdrome MAKASSAR. Operations October 24*. (13) 4 P40's 
fired fuel dumps and damaged buildings cooperating with 
PT Boats HALMAHERA. (14) 16 P40 f s bombed pillboxes and 
warehouses, strafed AMOERANG and LEMBEH STRAIT, north¬ 
eastern CELEBES. (15) 4 B24’s 18 B25's attacked air¬ 
field, bivouacs and harbor installations SANDAKAN, 13 
P38’s and 10 P47's escort strafed and set afire 11 
seatrucks and 4 luggers. (16) 12 B25 f s strafed 3 
schooners SARANGANI BAY, strafed personnel and motor 
trucks along inland roads; 18 B24*3 bombed BUAYAN air¬ 
drome bivouacs, southern MINDANAO. (17) 1 Darwin B24 
attacked lugger in BANDA SEA; another left coastal vessel 
burning south SALAJAR ISLAND and bombed LAHAAE VILLAGE, 
TIMOR; 3rd B24 bombed gun positions LAUTEM. SOLOMONS 
forces. Naval: PT boats strafed and mortared targets 
northern CHOISEUL, NEW IRELAND and GAZELLE peninsula. 

(18) 3 TDR drones hit shipping HUXKS, KAHILI; 26 New 
Zealand Corsairs attacked bivouacs northern BOUGAINVILLE; 
12 Corsairs, 4 B25’s and 5 New Zealand Venturas bombed 
KAVIENG and NEW IRELAND plantations; single B25 harassed 
RABAUL; weather reduced activity. Land. LEYTE, October 
22: small enemy counter attacks western edge PALO (5751) 
and infiltration pawing area (5854) repulsed; minor 
counter attack at night south of DAGIDTAN RIVER MOUTH 
(6223) also repulsed. October 23*. strong enemy defensive 
positions catmon hills area being by passed and enveloped; 
our advanced armored elements within 1 mile SAN PABLO 
airfield. Enemy casualties to 1800 I(-9)/23 October: 
northern sector: 1017 killed, 5 captured; southern sector 
860 killed, 8 captured. October 24: northern sector: 
squadron 1st Cavalry landed unopposed BABAT0G0N, north 
coast LEYTE, patrols north from TACL0BAN reached points 
5272 and 5067; 24th Division control hills 950515 and 
571490, also reached SAN JOAQUIN. Southern sector, 

96th Division holds line running southwest northeast 
1000 yards south TAB0NTAB0N; 7th Division occupied 
BURAUEN and hold SAN PABLO airdromes numbers 1 and 2. 
MOROTAI: enemy attack on PLLOWO outpost repulsed 
October 23, 37 enemy killed. 
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25 0933 CTF 77 to CTG 34.5 Info CINCPAC. ALL TFC'3 AND TGC'5 3RD 
FLT, ALL TFC'3 AND TCP'S 7TH FLT, C0M3RDFLT — 

At 1734 I (-9) 25 enemy force reported consisting of 4 BB, 

2 CL, 7 DD in posit 12-35 North 125-32 East course 270 speed 
10 apparently retiring towards SAN BERNARDINO STRAITS. 
Additional units including some cripples may be trailing 
behind above force. 

25 0614 CTF 38 to COMSUBPAC Info CTG 30.8. CINCPAC, C0M3RDFIT 

Task Force 38 will be having surface action until about 
252000 I (-9) as far north as 20-30 and between 126 and 
127 east longitude. 6 or more pilots in water at 19-45 
North 126-35 East and shadow possible escaping targets all 
damaged 2 BB, 1 CA, 2 CL, 2 DD position 19-20 North Lat 

126- 25 East Long course 330 speed 22 knots we hope to get 

them but if we don’t we know you won't let them get back to 
JAPAN. Our searches found 14 AP's, 5 DE 19-30 North 121-30 
East course 180 speed 10 at 250850 I (-9). 2 TERUBSUKI DD 

southwest CAMIGUIN. 

2 5 0630 C0M3RDFLT to CTF 77 Info C0MIN0H. CINCPAC. ALL TFC'S AND 
TOC'S 3RDFLT. ALL CONCERNED SO.VESPAC OPERATIONS. 

Task Group 34.5 ComBatDiv 7 with BatDiv 7 VINCENNES MIAMI 
BILOXI DesRon 52 proceeding from north to entrance SAN 
BERNARDINO STRAIT to arrive 0100 I (-9) 26 October. Plan 
to sweep approaches to STRAIT thence area east of SAMAR to 
LEYTE GULF destroying enemy encountered. Request all 
interested be advised as necessary. Halsey in NEW JERSEY 
with BatDiv 7. 

25 0657 C0M3RDFLT to CTG 38.1. CTG 38.2, CTG 34.5 Info CINCPAC . 
C0HINCH, CTF 77. ALL TFC 3RD FLT, ALL TGC 3RD FLT 

TG 38.2 and 38.1 rendezvous at 0600 I (-9) 26 October at 
12-00 North 126-00 East. TG 34.5 will join you vicinity 
of rendezvous specified above dependent upon interim 
operations. CTG 38.1 take charge groups in company and 
direct VF sweep of VISAYAS Areas commencing at dawn. 

Search MINDORO MINDANAO and SIBUYAN Sea Areas for enemy 
forces. 

25 0658 CINCPAC to CTF 38 Info COMSUBPAC. C0N3RDFLT, COMINCH 

2 submarine wolfpacks in 20-45 North at 126-00 East and 

127- 30 East available to attack crippled enemy carriers if 
you are clear and if informed of estimated position. Advise. 
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25 0734 cmCPOA to CTF 57 Info CTF 39 

At daylight have maximum heavy bomber strength ready to 
strike at long range in case enemy ships retire within 
range of your bases. 

25 1110 CTF 77 to SUPCOM SOWSSPAC AREA Info COMINCH. CINCPAC . 

C0M3RDFLT. C0M7TBFLT. ALL TFC'S 3RD FLT. ALL TFC'S 7T5 

FLT, ALL TOC’S 3RD & 7TH FLTS - 

Strong enemy reaction to LEYTE Landing began on-Monday 
afternoon with numerous but generally^ineffective air raids 
on our forces. Sighting by FT of 2 large unidentified enemy 
ships and 3 destroyers at 2310 I (-9) 24th 10 miles off 
southeast tip of QUHOL Island heading toward SURIGAO STRAIT 
was OUXNIPW event of highly successful night engagement all 
details of which are not yet available. Enemy advanced in 
2 groups. 1st group reported as 2 battleships 1 or 2 heavy 
cruisers 1 destroyer 2nd group 2 large and about 5 smaller 
ships. Number sunk undetermined but believed to be at least 
8.of all sizes. At dawn 8 units seen burning. All sunk 
aided by gunfire and torpedoes. Such units as escaped 
retreated westward and have been under air attack. Our 
damage. ALBERT W GRANT (DD 649) damaged but able to proceed. 
Numerous PT's damaged. 1 sunk. Many air raids through out 
the day in LEYTE Area. 4 ships in harbor damaged. Personnel 
casualties undetermined. Through out the day covering CVEs 
have been under heavy shore base air attack. Mid morning 
enemy force watch apparently sortied through SAN BERNANDINO 
STRAIT estimated as 4 BB, 7 CA, 2 CL 12 DD joined in attack¬ 
ing CVEs but was turned back by repeated strikes from CVEs 
supported in afternoon by strikes from TG 38.1 which arrived 
in time to prevent what might have been a serious situation 
by late afternoon the enemy was in full retreat. Damage 
inflicted on enemy presently estimated as: 1 CA sunk. 1 
DD probably sunk. 3 BB, 3 CA, 1 DD damaged. Own damage 
reports fragementary but considerable damage has been 
suffered by 2 CVE group. Our carrier planes have been 
landing servicing and taking off from DULAG and TACLOBAN 
strips through out the day when their parent CVEs were under 
attack. CVE planes also accounted for 46 enemy aircraft 
over LEYTE beaches plus 7 probables. 

25 1222 CTG 38.1 to CTF 38 Info C0K3RDFLT. CTF 77 

Strike 8 got at least 1 bomb hit on each of 2 BB, 2 CA, 1 
CL or DD. 1 CA was straggler 20 miles south main force. 

4 BB's, 5 CA’s, 10-15 DD’s in group now retiring toward 
SAN BERNARDINO STRAIT. Posit at 1600 was 12-30 North 
125-52 East course northwest. 1 CA seen to sink strike A 
no others sunk. 24 planes missing. Some shot down some in 
water returning. Believe a group of VP landed at TACLOBAN. 
Details later. 
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25 1226 COM3RDFLT to CINCPAC Info ALL TGC«S 3RD FLT, COM7THFLT . 

COMINCH, CINCSQ7/ESPAC. CTF 77, ALL TFC'S 3RD & 7TH FLTS 


It can be announced with assurance that the Japanese 
Navy has been beaten routed and broken by the 3rd and 
7th Fleets. 


25 1230 C0U3RDFLT to CTF 77. C0M7THFLT Info CINCPAC 

Your 250441 see my 250657. 2 groups will put dawn fighter 

sweep over VISAYAS. Strikes on retreating enemy preclude 
other commitments. For future planning it must be under¬ 
stood that fast carriers require rearming and air groups 
are exhausted after 16 days unprecedented fighting. 
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25 2350 CTG 38.1 to COM3RDFLT, CTF 38, CTF 77 

At 0800/1 (-9) 4 BE 3 CA 3 CL 10 DD in TABLAS STRAIT 
11-47 N Long 121-43 E course 180 speed 15 . My first 
strike attacking second strike underway. 

25 2357 CTF 3g to C0M3RDFLT, CINCPAC. CINCSOWESPAC info CO MINCH 
CTF 77. C0K7THFLT, ALL TGC* S 3RDFLT. 

Flash report. Believe enemy force east of Northern 
LUZON originally consisted following 16 or 17 ships, 

1 CV, 2 CVL, 1 CVL or CVE, 2 BB, 1 probable MOGAMI CA 

and 1 probably AGANO CL, 3 3 stack CL and 5 or 6 DD’S. 

Planes sank 1 CV, 2 CVL and 1 DD. Our cruisers and 
destroyers finished off CVL or CVE left dead in water 
by planes. Planes at sunset directed surface boys to 
damaged 3 stack CL and 2 DD’S at least 1 of them damaged. 
Cruisers got radar contact on 3 ships. 2 fled north and 

1 CL or large DD was sunk. Planes reported following 

escaping ships 1 NATORI CL damaged by torpedo, heading 

north alone at 5 knots. 1 BB heavy damaged by min imum 

2 probably 4 torpedoes and many bombs with 2 heavily 
strafed DD heading north speed about 8 knots. Another 
BB with 1 bomb damaged CA or new CL, 1 3 stack CL and 
possibly 1 DD headed north speed 20 knots. Photos show 
CV was SH0KAKU CLASS and 1 CVL either CHIY0DA OR ZUIK0 
CLASS and 1 BB FUSO CLASS. Pilots report other BB was 
ISE CLASS with flight deck aft. Very few' planes on 
enemy carriers. 1st Strike shot down small number planes. 
Our plane losses believed remarkably light. Force 
torpedo and bomb and food expenditures have reached point 
of almost complete exhaustion. Search on morning 26th 

in sector 290 to 020 distance 250 miles results negative. 


26 0035 MACARTHUR VIA C0M7THFLT to COMINCH info CNO, CINCPAC. 
COMSOPACl 

All times I (-9). Major air and surface engagement in 
progress LEYTE GULF area. Night 24-25 lap force of 
2 BB. 1 or 2 CA’S 8 or more other ships entering southern 
LEYTE GULF through SURIGAO STRAIT. Our Covering Force 
of OBB, CA’S, CL’S engaged this force. Enemy force 
retiring at 0500 pursued by our light forces. Another 
Jap force of at least 3 BB’S, 2 CA, 9 DD apparently 
passed through SAN BERNARDINO STRAIT night of 24-25 after 
attacks on 24th by Task Force 38 and at 0700 - 25 
commenced attack on CVES off LEYTE. TF 38.1 launched 
1st strike on this force at 1030 from southeast. Enemy 

heading for entrance LEYTE GULF at 1140. OBB in LEYTE 
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26 0035 (continued) 


GULF low on ammunition. 3 OBB, 3 CA'S and DD sent to 
assist CVE'S. Fast BB due 0800 - 26. Preliminary 
damage reports SOVOMA hit by bomb. 1 Liberty ship damaged 
and LCI 1065 destroyed LEYTE GULF. 3 CVE'S and 3 DE 
hit. Preliminary reports of 24th score 46 enemy planes 
shot down seven probably over beaches. COMFORT has not 
been heard from. M0R0TAIE had air raid night 24 -25 
dock damaged. Land Forces advancing on LEYTE. 

26 0250 SILVERSIDES 1ST to COMSUBPAC info C0M3RDFLT. 


26 0316 
(NPM- 
3287) 


Latest dope on 2 battleships. 0030 GCT. Latitude 24-07 
Longitude 125-41. Course 040 speed 16. TRIGGER in sight 
contact and making end around. SILVERSIDES and SALMON 
30 and 60 miles astern TRIGER both chasing. Fuel 73* 

24 Fish. 1 CHAMORRO. This only contact to date WX 
09 BTLABE 01. 11888. 03251. New SEEDS fade at dawn. Much 
jamming. Additional dope at 0145 GCT. TRIGGER lost 
contact. BB'S changed course to 310 speed 2.0. 

CTF 77 to C0M3RDFLT info CTF 38, CTG 38.1. 38.2, 77.4, 

CTU 77.4.1, 77.4.2, CINCSOV/ESPAC, CG 6TH ARMY. 

Your situation contained 251950 fully appreciated. My 
situation for your information is now as follows. 
Practically all my CVES have been damaged some seriously 
and are still undergoing heavy enemy air attacks. CVES 
have been doing splendidly in keeping planes in air but 
may shortly become inoperative. LEYTE GULF area without 
CAP except few carrier planes operating with difficulty 
from TACLOBAN and DULAG Fields. These fields not yet 
activated and subject to frequent air attacks. Until 
fields are activated 1 Fast Carrier Group intack urgently 
required for support and protection LEYTE GULF area and 
possibly CVES. 


26 0357 CTF 77 to C0M3RDFLEET . 

Both remaining CVE groups report that they are now under air 
attack. 

26 0341 CTF 77 to ALL CONCERNED SOWESPAC OPERATIONS. 


This is my 1st report this force. ISE CLASS battleship 
converted to carrier bearing 300 degrees distance 80 
miles from POINT MOLLY course 180 true speed 15 knots 
between NEGROS and CEBU (1 group garbled) 1140 ITTEM! 26th 


2258 


























0 



OCTOBER (GOT) 

26 0400 TRIGGER to COMSUBPAC 


KflJSSB® 


TRIGGER 3. Trailed 2 heavy tops 2 light tops until 
0100 GOT 26th at 24-03N 125-42E. Last estimated course 
320 speed 19. Fire control radar equipped. 

26 0408 CTF 77 to CTF 38, G0M-3RDFLT, info CTG 38.1 and 38.2. 

All interested current operations sqwe'spac. 


Converted class ISE battleship, following position close 
by MEDELLIN ISLAND, which is west of northern tip of 
CEBU. 1st course 280 then shifted to 240. Last course 
southerly. Speed 12-15 knots. 1 damaged CA 1 DD 11-40 
North 123-45 East MODLJNG . 2 DD 11-25 North 124-05 East 
Course 270 speed 25. Time of contacts 1140 and 11301. 

26 0515 CTU 77.4.2 to CTG 77.4 info C0M7THFLEET, C0M3RDFLT. 

Summary operations DKABDE 25th all times I (-9). B27 _IV. 

C 39. D 19. E. 48 tons, 49 torpedoes. 104 rockets F9 FM, 

7 TBM G 3 FM, 1 TBM, H 14 pilots 12 crewmen (Posits of 
down personnel all previously reported possibility some 

salvos from 15 miles at 0850. L 1 BB FTIXM LFTH torpedo 
and 2 bomb hits 11-40 N 126-35E in morning, 1 BB and 1 CA 
south of PANAON ISLAND at 0530 with bomb hits, 1 BB 
torpedo hit 1 MOGAMI CA and several DD’S hit with rockets 
50 calibre and GP bombs as enemy force retired, 4 BB, 2 CA, 

3 CL 7 DD last seen limping TGU BERNARDINO with 2 BB 
trailing oil and 3 ships lagging behind, in contact with 
this force all day at one time too close for comfort. 

M 1 JILL force 6 ZEKES 3 OSCARS 3 NUJOS 1 VAL 1 JAKE target. 
0 4 single engine target, special additional at 1700 
intercepted 20 to 30 attacking planes shot down 16 same. 

A big day for little fellows. 

26 0710 CTF 77 to C0M3RDFLT info CINCPAC 

Losses yesterday including crash landings on LEYTE fields 
amounted to about 130 planes total for carrier groups now 
present. 8 carriers and all escorts need fuel gasoline 
bombs and torpedoes. SUWANNEE has severe structural 
damage flight deck and bridge out of commission. SANTEE 
severe structural damage including torpedo hit but is in 
full operating condition. Other vessels have only minor 
damage. SANTEE has buried 9 dead SANGAMON 2 ROWELL 1 and 
SUWANNEE 55 not including those lost in attack just rec¬ 
eived. Many critically injured. Following vessels of 
Task Unit 77.4.3 believed sunk. SAINT LO (Ex-MIDWAY) 
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26 0710 (continued) 


GAMBIER BAY HOEL JOHNSTON and ROBERTS. HEERMAN and 
D ENNI S enroute KOSSOL. J C BUTLER and RAYMOND at 
LFYTE. Due low availability aircraft and shortage fuel 
and supplies recommend escort carriers be withdrawn to 
MANUS today. Is approve request J C BUTLER RAYMOND 
HEERMAN and DENNIS be directed to rendezvous with me. 


26 0838 




ALL TFC’S& 


Task Group 38.2 after fueling on 27 October proceed to 
arrive northwest corner area CONDOR Lat 13-55 North Long 
127—45 East at 0600 I(—9) 28 October. Para. Task Group 
38.3 proceed after dark 27 October to arrive same position 
at same time. Para. OamBatPac in WASHINGTON with MASS¬ 
ACHUSETTS AND ALABAMA report to ComTaskGroup 38.3 for 
duty. Para. When directed on 28 October Task Group 38.3 
proceed ULITHI to arrive prior dark 30 October. Fuel 
rearm provision. Grant availability all units as required. 
WIPLVMIOUK 38.3 RES HATN 4 November. Para. Orders for 
movement Task Group 38.2 after rendezvous later. 

26 1125 CINCSOWESPAC AREA vis C0M7THFLT to COMINCH info CNO. 

CTn£PA(3 . COMSOPAC . - 

Jap naval units now retiring under air attack. Of enemy 
force estimated to comprise at least 2 BB 3 Cruisers 7 DD 
which was engaged in SURIGAO STRAIT night 24/25 8 units 
reported sunk. Remaining units retiring westward reported 
on 25th and 26th. PT f S and ALBERT W GRANT. DD 649. Damaged 
but proceeding. Jap force of approximately 3 or 4 BB 
9 Cruisers 12 DD which advanced through SAN BERNARDINO 
STRAIT to attack CVES OFF LEYTE RETIRED ON reverse route 
having lost 1 cruiser and probably 1 DD. Most remaining 
ships this force damaged and under repeated air attacks 
on 26th in SIBUYAN SEA and TABLAS STRAIT. Northern Jap 
carrier group dis engaged. No complete report of damage 
inflicted. LEYTE beach and CVES subjected to heavy land 
based air attacks. 4 ships in harbor damaged. Damaged 
BLUE CVES proceeding MANUS. 6 BB 3 CA 2 CL 15 DD deployed 
in LEYTE GULF. C los e cover group of 1 CA 1 CL 6 DD in 
area. Remaining CVES with escorts also in LEYTE GULF. 
TACLOBAN and DULAG strips being used emergency operations. 
No further information of damage to our forces. 
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26 1327 CTF 77 to COM3RDFLT, CTG.38.2, CTG 38.4, CTF 38 info 
CTG 77.4, CINCPAC, CONINCH. 


For tomorrow request 12 VF aircraft for combat air patrol 
be maintained over objective area from 0545 I (-9) to 
dusk to augment target combat air patrol provided by CYES. 
Planes report to PEPSICOLA. BASE on VHF 142.02 primary and 
142.74 secondary. Estimate minimum of 200 enemy aircraft 
over objective area today not including large numbers 
over CVES. Due to losses and damage, CYES unable to pro¬ 
vide adequate air cover or fighter sweeps. In addition 
request fighter sweeps on airfields in western VISAYAS 
with primary objective destruction enemy aircraft and 
aircraft facilities. 


27 0033 C0M3RDFLT to CTG 38.4 info COMINCH, CINCPAC, AT.T. TFC’S&TGC’S 
3RD FLEET. ALL CONCERNED SOWSSPAC OPERATIONS. 

On 28 and 29 carrier task group 38.4 continue to operate 
east of SAMAR. MP VIIX support for LEYTE operations as 
requested by ComTasFor 77 and strike shipping aircraft 
and air installations targets of opportunity within range 
XARH Opera tions . Task Group 38.2 will be directed join 
you about noon 28 October. 
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26 1345 COM3rdFLT to CINCPAC. CINCSOWESPAC info COMINCH. ALL TFC’S 
3RDFLT. CTF 77. C0M7THFLT. 



- £3BCRE T > I Cruiser or large DD sunk by Task Group 34.5 light 
* forces at 0145 1 (-9) 25th posit 13-02 north 124-54 east. 

You have Task Force 38 report 252357. No word yet on today’s 
strikes by Task Groups 38.1 and 38.2 on force retiring 
through Sibuyan Sea and towards Palawan. 2 POW survivors 
picked up off Samaw state IIARUNA and KONGO included in force 
which sortled San Bernadino. 1 states he is SUZUYA survivor 
and that ROMAN0 also sunk off Samar. Both POV/s unreliable 
and tired. 


26 1430 UNKNOWN PLANE VIA RADIO KOLLANDIA to ANY OR ALL US SHIPS. 


CONFIDENTIAL . At 11 degrees north 130 east 3 battleships 3 
heavy cruisers 6 destroyers heading 160 degrees. 

26 1443 v CTF 77 to CINCSOWESPAC INFO ALL TGC’S 3RDFLT, C0M7THFLT. 

C0M3RDFLT, CINCPAC. COMINCH. ALL TFC’S 3RDFLT. ALL TGC’C 

7TKFLT, ALL TFC’S 7THFLT. 

- SEC R ET . Further details are now available concerning the 
battle fought yesterday between our CVE covering Group of 
16 CVE’s with accompanying escort of DD’s and DE’s to the 
eastward of Leyte Gulf and a strong enemy surface force now- 
estimated as 4 BB’s 8 CA’s and CL’s 7 or more DD’s which 
sortied through San Bernadino Strait. In this action our 
CVE group turned back and defeated a heavy surface force 
which was supported by strong shore based air. The attacking 
enemy force was able to close our slower CVE force but was 
turned back by air attacks from CVE’s only to return again 
and was driven off the 2nd time retreating through San Berna¬ 
dino Straits. On the basis of incomplete reports the fol¬ 
lowing damage was inflicted on the enemy. 4 torpedo hits in 
a BB and 1 CA stopped and burning while the enemy was in the 
Mindanao Sea. Off Samar at least 2 BB’s were hit by torpedoes 
and 1 CA stopped dead. No report on enemy planes destroyed. 
This does not include damage inflicted on the enemy by many 
planes which were forced to land on Leyte fields. Our losses 
CVE SAINT LO (Former MIDWAY) sunk. CVE CAMBIER BAY, DD HALL 
and DD JOHNSTON plus DE ROBERTS missing since bombardment by 
enemy surface forces and presumed sunk. Damaged. CVE’S 
SANGAMON, SUWANEE and SANTEE all hit by suicide crash planes. 
SANTEE also hit by torpedo. FANSHAW and KITKUN BAY hit and 
fires started. Personnel casualties on sunk and missing ships 
undetermined. Known dead on damaged ships 67. Many injured. 
Our aircraft losses about 130 planes from all causes including 
crash landings on Leyte fields. Cap over Leyte Gulf. During 
morning sweep a KUliA class cruiser was hit with bombs amid¬ 
ships and on the stern and left circling in posit 11-25 north 
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124-05 east. Para. Some further information is also 
available on the surface action between our surface forces 
and those of the enemy in Suragao Strait night of 24-25 
October. Force of 30 PT’s operating in lower Suragao Strait 
report that visual and Radar contacts indicate the enemy 
force consisted of about 18 ships including 1 BB and 2 
cruisers. Of 9 torpedoes fired by these PT’s 2 hits were 
made. 1 on DD and 1 on DD dead in water alongside burning 
hulk. PT 493 was sunk 2 others heavily damaged plus minor 
damage to many others. PT personnel casualties 4 killed 
20 wounded. On the basis of information now available believe 
that former report of at least 8 ships of all types sunk was 
conservative, para. Unloading of follow up echelon 1ST and 
Liberty ships progressing satisfactorily ships in Leyte Gulf 
have been under intermittent air attack throughout the day 
with no damage reported. Estimate 200 enemy planes over 
Leyte area today. This does not include plane attacking over 
CVE’s. 

CTU 77.4.3 to CTF 77. CTG 77.4 info C0MIN0H. CINCPAC. C0MAIR - 

FAC, CINC50WESPAC. C0M7tHFLT, C0M3RDFLTT 

"OEORET - . Main enemy body sighted by a SS as per my contact 
report at 06531 (-9) October 25. For over 2 and 1/2 hours 
this force was subjected to enemy BB CA and DD gun and 
torpedo attack. We were hit numerous times. GAMBIER BAY 
had 1 engine put out of commission dropped back and must 
have been sunk by enemy gunfire plus H0EL JOHNSTON and 
ROBERTS. Remaining 5 CVE emerged from this ordeal damaged 
but able to maintain 16 knots. About 1 hour 20 minutes 
later 6 enemy suicide dive bombers attacked. Attack had to 

be seen to be believed. 3 planes hit by AA narrowly missed 

ships. 1 hit port catwalk of KITKUN BAY. 1 skidded length 

of KALININ BAY flight deck over bow. 1 went thru deck of 

SAINT L0 which shortly blew up. Preliminary reports from 
such of our men or pilots as are in company show following 
definite results by our planes. 1 CA seen to blow up and 
sink. 1 CA hit by 2 torpedoes and 2 near misses later ob¬ 
served on its side. 3 more CA torpedoed. 1 BB damaged. The 
rest got away from us. This unit together with planes of 
Task Units 77.4.1 and 77.4.2 turned back enemy fleet before 
any other of our forces could attack. The remaining ships 
of my division require extensive navy yard repairs before 
combat duty. Preliminary report of casualties of ships 
now with me. 10 killed 59 wounded. I understand 800 SAINT 
L0 survivors have been picked up. Detailed report later. 

C0M3RDFLT to CTG 38.2 Info COMINCH. CINCPAC. ALL TFC AND 

TGC 3RD FLT. ALL CONCERNED SOWESPAC OPERATIONS. COI.BATDIV 9 

After effecting rendezvous on 28 October. My 260838. And 
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27 0050 (Continued) 

when directed Task Group 38.2 proceed to join Task Group 
38.4 as soon as practicable on 28 October in position 
east of SAMAR. After joining operate on 28 and 29 October 
as directed by CTG 38.4. See my 270033. Para. After 
joining direct ComBatDiv 9 in SOUTH DAKOTA report to CTG 
38.4 for temporary duty. 

27 0221 UNKNOWN to C0M3RDFLT Info CINC SOWESPAC. CINCPAC. COMINCH. 
COM ALLIED AIRFOR. COM 5TH AIRFOR. CTG 38.4, 38.1. 38.3. 

36'.2. ctf ii, CTG 77.4 - -- 1 - 1 -^ 

Present situation LEYTE GULF Area. Danger from further 
enemy surface attack considered remote unless enemy gains 
control of the air. Our control of air not satisfactory. 
Enemy air has been attacking in force for past 3 days 
disrupting our unloading, fueling and rearming operations. 
Activation flying fields delayed as result enemy air¬ 
raids. Heavy combat air patrol required and strikes at 
enemy air fields until enemy air strength is materially 
reduced. Support of at least 1 and preferably 2 fast 
carrier groups required until we have control of the air. 

On 28 Oct remaining CVE’s must refuel and can supply no 
planes. Army air squadrons moving in to fields today 
but doubtful when their operations can become sufficiently 
effective due difficult field conditions. More later on 
this subject. 

27 0630 COM AIRFORCE 13 to COM FAR EAST AIR FORCE Info CINCSOWESPAC . 
COMAIRFORCB 5. CINCPOA, C0M5THFLT, C0M3RDFLT. ROYAL 

AUSTRALIAN AIRFORCE NORTHWEST AREA. COM ALLIED NAVAL 

FORCES. COM AIRNORSOLS, C0M7THFLT, BOMCOM 13. 1ST TAC 

RAAF, 310 BOMBWING. FITCOM fj 

Preliminary report 26 October all times Item. 47 Libera¬ 
tors of the 5th and 307 Groups attacked naval units in 
PHILIPPINES from 10000 fleet. Each aircraft dropped 3 
half tonners or 2 half formers and 1 quarter tonner. 14 
planes bombed 1 BB identified from photos Yamato Class at 
1056 scoring 2 direct hits, remainder of bombs bracketed 
vessel. 13 planes scored 2 direct hits and many near 
misses on BB Kongo Class. Ships in convoy with 5 CA’s or 
CL’s and 5 DD’s. 10-45 North 121-35 East heading 150 
degrees speed 20 knots. AA intense heavy medium and very 
accurate. 1 plane exploded over target and 1 Liberator 
missing believed to be down over PHILIPPINES. 19 planes 
attacked CL and DD at 09-00 North 122-35 East heading 30 
degrees speed 15-20 knots. The CL Eama Class was crippled 
and set on fire with 4 direct hits, 1 fire and explosion 
on bridge, 2 explosions amid-ships, 1 explosion and fire 
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at stern. 1 plane bombed 1 CA at 11-30 North 120-06 East 
at 1120. No direct hits on vessel. 

C0M3RDFLT to CTF 38 Info ALL TGC»S OF TF 38. CINCPOA. 

£INCSOWESPAC 

Refer to CINCSOWESPAC CX 19459 (131320) and CINCPOA 
152259. It is desired that the above and other un¬ 
completed and required photography of LUZON be accomplished 
as early as possible. Due to preparations for future opera¬ 
tions it is expected that period 5-9 November is only time 
feasible. Desire you submit as soon as practicalbe the 
amount of photography LUZON now completed and that yet to 
have completed latter to include requirements of above 
reference. By this despatch Task Group Comdrs Task Force 
38 directed to submit their reports of photo completion 
LUZON to ComTaskForce 38 as soon as possible. 

TU 71.12.5 to C0M3RDFLT. COMSUBPAC. ONE GARBLED ADEE 

2 small groups ships moving east from C0R0N BAY this 
morning suggest use that spot refuel and train suggest 
recconaissance plane GUITARRO 

CTG 38.4 to CTF 77 Info COMAAF FORWARD HDQTRS AT LEYTE . 

CTF 38. CTG 38.2, CTG 77.4. C0N3RDFLT, CINCSWPA 

Will have 4 VF-N on station at 0530 (I) (-9). Will 
have first TCAP of 20 VF on station at 0630 (I). 
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25 2232 MARSHALL to CINCPOA, COMGENPOA. 

^Ol^ANDERS.-- 1 


DECLASSIFIES 

ALL THEATER AND BASE 


W-52150-25TH Effective 24 October 1944 the CHINA BURMA 
INDIA Theater has been divided into 2 theaters: A. The 
CHINA Theater. B. The INDIA BURMA Theater. Para Major 
General A. C. WEDEMEYER is appointed Commanding General US 
Forces CHINA Theater. The CHINA Theater Includes CHINA 
proper and INDO CHINA but excludes FORMOSA and HAINAN. Head¬ 
quarters of the CHINA Theater is at CHUNGKING CHIAN. Para 
Lieut General Daniel I Sultan is appointed Commanding General 
US Forces INDIA BURMA Theater. The INDIA BURMA Theater 
includes INDIA, BURMA, THAILAND, the MALAY PENINSULA, and 
SUMATRA. Headquarters of the IITOIA BURMA Theater are at 
NEW DELHI INDIA. Para Except for the former CHINA BURMA 
INDIA Theater (now the INDIA BURMA Theater and CHINA Theater) 
no theater boundaries are affected by this change. 

25 1935 CINCPAC to C0M3RDFLT, CTF 38, CTG 38.1,38.2,38.3,38.4,CTF 34 

CfrG 34.5. 

In submitting action reports for period commencing 22 Octo¬ 
ber and ending on next return to port include copies of all 
messages sent and received which pertains to combat 
operations. 

26 0750 MACARTHUR to COM ALLIED AIRFOR. COM 3RD FLT, COM ALLIED 

5JAV320R', Info ctitoAiffroa 5, 310 BOiflB v/Tn"<5','all WstE 77, 

All Tg*s T'f 38",' aIl~TO«s tfr 79. 6tf 7 7V cW 58 ' , all ffl*s 

"c't'f 1 7~8", '79. -- 4 - 

CITE CX-51053 Reference ComAAFs number AX-0579, 26th and 
GHQ, radio CX-19624, time group 170827, authorizes Allied Air 
Forces to attack hostile air and shipping in the VISAYAS 
west of a specified line. This area is extended to include 
all the SIBUYAN SEA west of 124-05 degrees east longitude. 
Commander Allied Naval Forces anc Com 3rd Fleet are cautioned 
to notify Commander Allied Air Forces when friendly Naval 
surface units proceed west of this line. 

27 0652 MACARTHUR to CMDR ALLIED NAVAL FORCES. CDR ALLIED AIR FORCES. 

COM 3RD FLT, CG 6TH US ARMY. CG 8TH US AR&IY, 300 BOMBWiNG, 

CTF" 77 Info Gig SV/PA .--- 

CAX 11404 As provided in paragraph 3D(5) and paragraph 
3E(1) (d), Operations Instructions Number 70, this head¬ 
quarters, dated 21 September 1944, the Commander Allied Air 
Forces will assume the mission of direct air support in the 
LEYTE-SAMAR area at 1600 I(-9) 27 October. Operational 
control of land based naval aircraft remaining in the LEYTE 
area will pass to the Commander Allied Air Forces at 1600 I 
(-9) 27 October, and will continue as long as land based 
naval aircraft are present in the area. 
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27 1329Z MACARTHUR to COM 3RD FLEET. COMDR ALLIED NAVAL FORCES. 

COMDR ALLIED AIR FORCES, CINCPOA. CG 6TH ARMY. CG &TH ARMY, 

COMAAF 5. COMAAF 13, COM 308 BOMBWING. TASK FORCES AND TASK 

GROUPS OF TF 38, TF 77 AND All TASK GROUPS THEREOF. ADV 

SCHELON GW :--- 

CX 51126 Effective upon receipt of this radio, the attack 
of all land targets in the PHILIPPINE archipelago is allo¬ 
cated to the Allied Air Forces Southwest Pacific Area. Air 
forces 3rd Fleet, including 7th Air Force, will not attack 
land targets in the PHILIPPINE archipelago or in the South¬ 
west Pacific Area except after specific coordination with 
GHQ, SWPA in each instance. 

27 1045 CTF 77 to CTG 38.4 Info CTF 38, CTG 38.2 
FLT, CINCSOWESfrAC, COM ARMY AIR FOR FWD~ 

For tomorrow request 16 VF aircraft for combat air patrol 
be maintained over objective area from 0545 I (-9) to dusk. 
Planes report to PEPSRDOLA base on VHF 142.02 primary and 
142.74 secondary. In addition request strikes as practic¬ 
able on enemy air fields to reduce their air strength 
Raids continued today but reduced in intensity believed due 
to fast carrier stfikes. 


. CTG 77.4. C0M3RD 

HDQ.TS lEWt :- 


27 1640 COM 3RD FLT to CTF 38, CTG 38.1. CTG 38.2, CTG 38.3. CTG 

WX. 

Refer Gen Hdqts SoWesPA 271329 (HF 5265). Comply. 


27 0649 CINCPAC to COM 3RD FLEET Info COMINCH & CNO, CTF 38, CTG 
3g.l',"3'8.2',"3a. T, "38.4. COMAIRPAC, COMFWDAREA, COMAIR 7TH 

FLEET (LOGISTICS). 

ComAirPac will sail COPAHEE from PEARL for GUAM departing 
28 October with personnel CVG 81 embarked. This group will 
be kept intact and is available for relief such CVG as Com 
3rd Fleet may direct retaining pilots of relieved group 
with less than 3 months combat to augment other CVG’s. Para. 
Aircraft status of 30 October follows: In ENIWETOK-MAJURO 
pool none. In MANUS pool including loads enroute in CVE 
98 and AKV 2 Hellcats 82, Avengers 94, Helldivers 56 and 
Wildcats 200. In GUAM pool none. Enroute-GUAM in CVE 1, 

12 and 23, Hellcats 60, Avengers 43, Helldivers 34 and Wild¬ 
cats 22. Combat ready in CVE’s 16, 20, 85, 86, 87 and 88, 
Hellcats 285 including 23 VFN, Avengers 78, Helldivers 47. 
Part 2 para. All available CarQual pilots have gone forward 
to MANUS. Since 1 September following have been made avail¬ 
able to MANUS pool and replacement CVE’s Hellcat 166, Wild¬ 
cats 114, Helldivers 109, Avengers 119, present locations 
above not known due lack of information numbers on replace¬ 
ment CVE's and numbers already distributed to airgroups. 
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27 0221 


CTF 77 to COM 3RD FLT Info CINC SOWESPAC, CINCPAC. COMINCH. 

COLT ALLIED AIRFOR, COM 5TH AIRFOR. CTG 38.4. 38.1 38.3. 3«.2 

CTF 58. CT6 77.1 .-^-- '- i - 1 - 


Present situation LEYTE GULF area. Danger from further enemy- 
surface attack considered remote unless enemy gains control 
of the air. Our control of the air not satisfactory. Enemy 
air has been attacking force for past 3 days disrupting our 
unloading, fueling and rearming operations. Activiation 
flying fields delayed as result enemy airraids. Heavy combat 
air patrol required and strikes at enemy air fields until 
enemy air strength is materially reduced. Support of at 
least 1 and preferably 2 fast carrier groups required until 
we have control of the air. On 28 Oct remaining CVE's must 
refuel and can supply no planes. Army air squadrons moving 
in to fields today but doubtful when their operations can 
become sufficiently effective due difficult field conditions. 
More later on this subject. 







o 


27 0353 CINCPAC to C0M3RDFLEET Info COMINCH. COMAIRPAC. COMSERVPAC. 
C0MSER0N 10. ALL TFC 3&D FLEET? 

This summarizes status arrangements for replenishment at 
ULITHI. Para. Approximately 180,000 barrels avgas in tank¬ 
ers GULFPORT and SAN LUIS OBISPO ETA 27 October. 650,000 
barrels fuel oil in floating storage and 2 commercial tankers 
with all fleet A0 in port presumed full. 500,000 barrels 
fuel in convoy 5 tankers ETA 27 October. 98,000 barrels 
ETA 1 November 1 PAN AMOCO. 500,000 barrels in convoy de¬ 
parting ENIWET0K 28 October ETA ULITHI 2 November. Tanker 
convoys approximately 500,000 barrels each arriving every 5 
days thereafter. 290,000 barrels in tank farm KWAJALEIN. 
HESHANIC CACAPON and NIOBRARA available at MANUS presumably 
with full standard loads plus 130,000 barrels in floating 
storage. Approximately 1,000,000 barrels emergency reserve 
TULAGI ESPIRITU SANTO available to your oilers. Para. Fresh 
provisions: BOREAS now at ULITHI and TRADEWIND ETA 29 Oct 
will provide estimated 21 days rations. Dry provisions: 
Vessels now at ULITHI plus AZIMECH ETA 1 Nov will provide 
estimated 36 days rations. GSK, including IC engine spares 
and class 16, regular clothing, ships store stock and medi¬ 
cal stores in vessels now at ULITHI. Special winter clothing 
and flight clothing available in AMERICAN BUILDER ETA ULITHI 
8 Nov. Aviation supply: GRUMIUM no* at ULITHI completely 
stocked with necessary aviation spares, FORTUNE ETD ROI 4 
Nov for ULITHI similarly loaded. Para. Ammunition including 
bombs for 4 groups available ships now at ULITHI and in MT 
HOOD at MANUS and RANIER ETA 3 November. In addition you 
may draw on shore stocks MARIANAS and ETHIOPIAN VICTORY which 
is loaded for PALAU for 2000 GP 1000 AP and SAP and .50 cal. 
144 aircraft torpedoes available TERROR and HAMLIN. About 
200 other forward area tenders. 24 enroute in COPAHEE. 50 
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boxed and deck loaded in each of TALUGA and AUCILLA from 
PEARL and Coast. Other ammunition ships are enroute to 
maintain reserves in forward area. Aircraft and pilot 
situation in separate dispatch. 
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27 1147 CTF 77 to COMINCH info CINCSWPA. CINCPAC, COM3RDFLEET . 
C0H7THFLEST, All, TFC AND TGC 3RD AND 7TH FLEETS"! 

On the 26th CVE covering group (TG 77.4) despite battle 
losses suffered on the preceeding day continued to cover 
our forces in the LEYTE GULF AREA and launched strikes 
in the CAM0TE3 SEA. 1 enemy CL was hit with 4-500 pound 
bombs and 1 torpedo and 1 DD confirmed sunk after straffing 
attack believe it or not. Other attacks as yet unreported. 
About 1100 our CVE'S were attacked by enemy planes. After 
combat patrol had shot down 4 of group 8 or 10 planes nips 
began a series of suicide dives. 3 shot down by ships 
gunfire. 1 landed on flight deck SUWANNEE among parked 
planes. 3evere damage to ship and planes. Many personnel 
casualties number undetermined. DE ROWELL of CVE group 
about 0900 sighted periscope and attacked. Fuel oil and 
debris kept rising during the day. Claim WNP. Cruiser 
and Destroyer group having replenished fuel and ammunition 
after the 3URIGA0 STRAIT action is now with CVE covering 
group. Fast Carriers of 3rd Fleet are now providing close 
support of LEYTE area. Enemy air raids continued today 
but with reduced intensity attributed to the effectiveness 
3rd Fleet Fast Carrier strikes against the enemy air fields. 
More accurate information is now available on the results 
of the night battle of 3URIGA0 STRAIT starting early morning 
of 25 October. As the enemy force which attempted to force 
entry into LEYTE GULF via the 3URIGA0 STRAIT 2 BB 2 CA 
2 CL and 10 DD only 1 CA 1 CL and 4 DD got out the way they 
came in. 2 BB identified as YAMA3HIR0 and FUS0 1 CA 1 CL 
and 6 DD were definitely sunk by the combined torpedo attack 
of our PT's and Destroyers and the gunfire of our Battle¬ 
ships and Cruisers. The remaining CA CL and DD’s were 
placed under heavy air attack the following morning and 
reported as being badly damaged and probably sunk. Cleared 
with MACARTHUR. 

27 1700 COM3RDFLT to CINCPAC, CINC30WE3PAC info COMINCH. ALL TFCS 
3RDFLT, C0M7THFLT. CTF 77. 

Photos of force in SIBUYAN 3EA at 241215 I (-9) show 2 
YAMATO 2 KONGO 1 NAGAT0. 2 M0GAMI 2 ACAGO 1 NACHI 1 

unident CA. 1 AGAN0 1 UNIDENT cruiser. 13 DDs reestimate 
2 or 3 CL and several Destroyers not in the main body 
where operating in the SIBUYAN SEA from the 23rd. Para. 

1 st sighting morning of 26th enemy main body off east 
MINDORO consisted 4 BB 3 CA 3 CL 10 DDs. 1 damaged CA and 
1 DD near masbate. 2 DDs off north CEBU. 1 damaged cruiser 
13 north 122 east. TaskGroup 33.1 and TaskGroup 38.2 
strikes thereafter sunk 1 AGAN0. Probably sunk 1 M0GAMI 
off south MINDORO. Damaged 1 YAMATO 1 NAGAT0 1 KONGO 1 
NACHI 2 CL and 5 DDs. Also sunk 1 large CVS east of PANAY, 
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believed to be ship reported as I3E class BB. 15 air¬ 
craft shot down and 16 destroyed on ground. Also MAVIS 
shot by 5 night VF. Own losses 10 planes combat 7 operation¬ 
al. Para, Task group 38.3 and Task Group 38.4 preliminary 
report for 27th. 1 CA off south MINDORO attacked by 
search planes while making 24 knots left dead in water 
and could not be found shortly later by VFB. 2 DDs damaged 

1 beached. Task Force 38 LEYTE CAP shot down 1 of 7 ZEKES. 

2 relay planes over MARINDUQUE waded into and splashed 5 of 
40 to 50 OSCARS and ZEKES. Large transport and many AK3 
seen in MANILA. 3 CL and 2 DD heading towards MANILA BAY 
at 0830. Para. Following related by P0W seaman 1st class 
from SUZUYA. Attack force under CinC 2nd Fleet composed 
YAMAT0 MUSA3HI NAGATO HARUNA and KONGO. 10 CA CruDivs 4, 

5 and 7. NOSHIRO and 13 DDs. Sortied LINGGA 22nd high 
speed. Night of 23d ATAGO and MAYA sunk TAKAO damaged 
dropped out of formation possibly sunk. CinC 2nd shifted 
flag ATAGO to YAMATO. 5 BB 7 CA 1 CL and 13 DDs entered 
SULU SEA. MUSA3HI and 1 or 2 CA heavily damaged 24th and 
not again seen or heard of by POW. 4 BB included in force 
which sortied SAN BERNARDINO (photos of Task Group 38.1 
confirm this). SUZUYA sank at 1330/1 25th. YAMASHIRO FUSO 
and AOBA transporting troops sailed from LINGGA 20th or 21 
st for unknown destination. MOGAMI has been converted to 
EC. Same as I3E and may have been in striking force sortie. 
CA IBUKI joined fleet last July but has not been south. 

End of PO'.V statements. 

CTU 77.4.3 to CTF 77. CTG 77.4 info COMINCH. CINCPAC 

SUPREME COMMANDER SOWESPAC AREA, C0M3RD AND 7TH FLEETS . 

COMAIRPAC . 

This is part 1 of 3 parts. Part 2 is 280006. Part 3 is 
280012. Report of CTU 77.4.3 for 25 October I (-9). At 
0653 in position 50 miles east of SAMAR main enemy body 
sighted by ASP about 15 miles to westward. Almost immedia¬ 
tely 1 salvo from enemy seen fired and fell short. Ordered 
carriers to launch all remaining planes to attack at 
retirement started east into wind at maximum speed. Local 
CAP and ASP and 1st support group for LEYTE had been laun¬ 
ched. My force 6 CVE t s ComCartDiv 25 in FANSHA'.V BAY with 
SAINT L0, KALININ BAY, WHITE PLAINS, ComCartDiv 26 in 
KITKUN BAY with GAMBIER BAY, 3 DD*s and 4 DE»s as screen, 
H0EL, JOHNSTON, HEERMANN, DENNIS, ROBERTS, RAYMOND, BUTLER. 
Enemy force 4 BB*s 8 CA 4 CL 8 DDs. Para. All ships 
making smoke retiring and launching planes EKTEAT3. Enemy 
Cruisers in VAN closed order 25,000 and 3 gun salvos struck 
among rear ships. 0740 ordered DD's and DE’s attack with 
torpedoes and own force remaining carriers commenced firing 
5 inch when range permitted. Planes later reported 1 DE 
sunk by enemy gunfire while making torpedo attack. Presum- 
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ably ROBERTS. Not heard from since. Moderate individual 
ship maneuvering toward and away from last salvoes apparent¬ 
ly prevented early heavy damage although many close straddles. 
Para. By 0730 with main enemy body advancing on northern 
side our retirement course changed to south and at 0815 to 
southwest. Enemy heavy ships directly astern at 22000 and 
2 cruisers each working forward on port and starboard beams 
closing gradually to under 15000. Cruiser fire heavy from 
both 8 and 6 inch falling all around all ships with occasional 
big gun salvoes. At 0820 GAMBIER BAY reported being heavily 
hit and lost 1 engine. Ship drifted aft under concentrated 
fire. Since she must have passed through entire Jap fleet 
assume GAMBIER BAY did not survive but was not afire when 
last seen. Plane later reported GAMBIER BAY being shelled 
by enemy destroyed at point blank range. Various other ships 
hit but remained in disposition. At 0900 DENNIS hit and badly 
damaged but stayed with us. At 0919 unidentified escort hit 
May have been JOHNSTON not heard from since. H0EL reported 
flooded forward and stopped to plug hole 6 feet in diameter 
below waterline. Much other damage. Not heard from since. 
Presumed sunk. 

28 0006 CTU 77 .4.3 to CTF 77, CTG 77.4 info C0MINCH. CINCPAC, 

StJPREME COMMAlfDER S0WESPAC AREA. C0M3RD AND 7TH FLEETS. 

C0MAIRPAC - 


This is part two of 3 parts. Part 1 is 280001. Part 3 is 
280012. At 0924 Jap main body and cruisers now at 12000 
suddenly turned east to opposite course. It was unbelievable. 
Plane observer now reported many torpedoes approaching 
formation but stopping short. Apparently full salvoes from 
cruisers or DD*s to port. Para. In addition to loss of 
GAMBIER BAY, H0EL, JOHNSTON and ROBERTS to gunfire, SAINT L0, 
KALININ BAY, and FANSHAW BAY all badly hit causing structural 
damage and leaving KALININ BaY temporarily on 1 engine. 

DENNIS flooded forward. HEERMANN flooded to frame 42. Damage 
to BUTLER and RAYMOND unknown. Para. Enemy heavy cruisers 
used colored splash with 8 inch AG FYE BB’s with their in¬ 
frequent salvoes. Both 8 and 6 inch salvoes laddered in a 
straight line about 300 yards. Accurate in range but missing 
in deflection possibly due to maneuvering previously mentioned. 
Para. Impossible to understand why heavy cruisers failed to 
close in promptly or encircle force an< i polish off this entire 
outfit. Only deterrents were 5-inch fire falling around 
cruisers and dummy runs by torpedo planes and strafing by 
fighters. In any case main enemy force had enough of us and 
broke off action. Para. In position about 20 miles southeast 
of SAMAR this force came under air attack by suicide dive 
bombers beginning about 1045 and continuing until about 1130. 

No CAP was airborne over 

-continued- 
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this force although help had been requested. Own planes 
long since departed due to absence gas and ammunition 
and our inability to land them for reservicing. At 1052 
SAINT L0 was heavily hit by suicide plane diving into deck 
and immediate large fire in hanger. Fires rapidly out of 
control followed by extremely heavy explosions probably 
torpedoes on hanger deck and magazines, continuing for 
several minutes and destroying RHBQ. Fire covered both 
stern and bow aft him drifted around in wide circle, ’//hen 
last seen personnel abandoning starboard side abreast bridge. 
All remaining escort vessels ordered to stand by SAINT L0 
to rescue survivors. Another suicide plane with small bomb 
dove through port catwalk forward on KITKUN BAY and third 
with heavy bomb came in exactly at bow throwing tons of 
water and considerable shrapnel on bridge and forward part 
of ship. Fourth dove at FAN3HAW BAY. Shot down. Missed 
fantail by a few feet scattering shrapnel and debris over 
after end of ship. Two more suicides dove on KALININ BAY. 

One shot down and missed. Other skidded along flight deck 
in flames and over bow into water. It is conclusive that 
suicide dives were made in all these cases. 

28 0012 CTU 77.4.3 to CTF 77. CTO 77.4 info COMINCH. CINCPAC . 

SUPREME COMMANDER 50WESPAC AREA. COM 3RD FLEET COM 7th 

FLEET. C0I.1AIRPAC. 

This is part 3 of 3 parts. Part 1 is 280001. Part 2 is 
280006. After predawn attack retirement made to southeast 
while own planes conducted attacks on enemy fleet. Sustained 
surface speed now reduced to 15 knots. At 1950 remaining 
4 carriers with no escorts observed surface radar oontact 
closing from quarter at about 18 knots. Suspicioned sub¬ 
marine since no answer to challenge and requested Task Unit 
20 miles ahead to close me. Contack closed steadily until 
DD’s making radar approach challanged and about to open 
fire when contact dissapeared. DD’s immediately closed and 
made sonar contact and attack on obvious submarine. 1 DD 
remained overnight holding down submarine. Para. From 
about 2130 until 2400 this force, now joined with TU 77*4.1, 
was under close reconnaissance by enemy planes but no attack 
developed. 1 plane shot down by DD working on a submarine. 
Para. Reports from such of our pilots as are ABXA L show 
following damage inflicted on enemy. By planes of this 
force from ships as follows. KITKUN BAY. Sank 1 M0GAMI 
class CA unassisted. Ship observed to blow up and sink 
after bombing attack. Probably sank TONI class CA with 2 
torpedo hits and 2 hits or near misses on STARBOARD bow 
with 500’s. Cruiser this class observed on its side 4 hours 
later same posit. Damaged 1 NACHI class CA with 1 torpedo 
hit. WHITE PLAINS probably sank 1 KONGO class BB 10 miles 
southeast of BOHOL ISLAND. Ship left dead in water burning 
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fiercely with crew abandoning. Possibility this ship 
damaged previous night by TU 77.2. These planes were 
part of our 1st flight air support group. Damaged MOGAMI 
or TOAE class Cruiser with torpedo hit 8 miles east of 
SAMAR. Left ship dead in water. FANSHAW BAY. Probably 
sank CA at 11-43 north 126-42 east. Damage inflicted by 
other 3 ships unknown due to absence pilots. 


28 0537 CTF 38 to CINCPAC. C0M3RDFLE5T . 

Best estimate composition Japanese force attacked on 25 
October east longitude date east of northern LUZON follows. 
17 ships 4 carriers, 2 BB/XCV, 1 CA, 4 CL T 3, 6 DD. Task 
Force 38 definitely sank all 4 carriers, 1 CL or DD, 1 DD. 
Planes alone accounted for 3 carriers, 1 DD. Cruisers 
polished off other carrier and CL or DD. 1 CL last seen 
in sinking condition, possibly sunk. Of remaining ships 
1 NATORI CL damaged by torpedo last seen going north at 5 
or 6 knots alone. Both BB/XCV damaged, 1 by at least 2 
probably 4 torpedoes and many bombs. BB/XCV retired separ¬ 
ately 1 escorted by a Cruiser and 1 DD the other by a 
Cruiser and probably 2 DD’s. CA and 1 of remaining CL’s 
each hit by several bombs. At least 2 of DD's had been 
heavily strafed. 2 ships, 1 DD and 1 CL or DD got away 
from our Cruisers at high speed after dark. No photos of 
carrier sunk on 1st strike but believed a CVE. Photos 
show large carrier, ZUIKAKU class, 1 CVL CHIT03 class and 
1 CVL probably ZUIH0 although slight differenced from 
previous information. 1 BB/XCV definitely ISE class, 1 
CL AGANO or 0Y0D0 CLASS and 1 CL NATORI class, some DD f s 
probably 3, were TERUT8UKI class. In addition to above 
force 1 DD was damaged by search planes near PAMOCETAW 
ISLAND. 17 ZEKES were shot down over enemy force and 4 other 
planes around our force and by search planes. Our combat 
losses attacking this enemy force 10 planes 8 pilots and 
10 aircrewmen all to antiaircraft fire. 
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UNITED STATES PACIFIC FLEET and PACIFIC OCEAN AREAS 
Communique No. l6s (For release at 1 200 tH'.VTl. Sunday. 29 

October 1944. ) - - - 

1. Amplifying reports on the Second Battle of the Philippine 
^ea, although still subject to revision as more information is 
received, indicate an overwhelming victory for the Third and 
Seventh United States Fleets. The Japanese Fleet has been 
decisively defeated and routed. The Second Battle of the 
Philippine Sea ranks as one of the major sea battles of World 
/v'ar II in the Pacific - together with the Battle of the Coral 
Sea, 4-8 May 1942; the Battle of Midway, 3-6 June, 1942; the 
Battle of Guadalcanal, 12-15 November, 1942; and the First 
Battle of the Philippine Sea, 19 June 1944. 

i 

2. Movements of major Japanese fleet units northward from 
the Singapore area were detected on 21 and 22 October (west 
longitude date). Submarine scouts sighted the enemy force, 
sank two ATAGO class heavy cruisers and severely damaged a 
third. Ships of the Third Fleet were moved into position to 
the eastward of the Philippines off Surigao Strait, San 
Eernardino Strait and the Polillo Islands. On 23 October 
carrier searches discovered two strong enemy naval forces moving 
eastward, one through the Sibuyan Sea and the other through 

the Sulu Sea. 

3. Photographs by carrier aircraft showed that the force 
moving eastward through the Sibuyan Sea included five battleships, 
thought to be the YAMATO, MUSA3HI, NAGATO, KONGO and HARUNA; 
eight cruisers, two MOGAMI, two TONE, two NACHI, one ATAGO, one 
N0SHIR0; and 13 destroyers. The force moving eastward through 
the Sulu Sea consisted of two battleships of the YAMASKIRO class, 
two heavy cruisers, two light cruisers, and seven or eight 
destroyers. 

4. As soon as the presence of the two enemy fleet forces in 
the Philippine Islands was discovered on 23 October, Hellcat 
fighters, Avenger torpedo planes and Helldiver dive bombers from 
the Third Fleet carriers were launched to attack both forces. 

In the Sibuyan Sea, one battleship and one cruiser were severely 
damaged and set afire and may have sunk. Three other battleships 
received bombs and torpedoes; three other heavy cruisers received 
bombs and torpedoes; and one light cruiser was torpedoed, capsized 
and sank. In the Sulu Sea bomb hits were made on both battleships. 
Cruisers and destroyers were strafed with rockets and machine guns. 

5. Meanwhile, to the eastward of the Philippines, enemy shore- 
based aircraft were attacking our carriers. In the aerial battle 
that ensued, more than 150 enemy aircraft were shot down. Our 
losses, on which exact figures are not yet available, were light. 

In this attack, the carrier PRINCETON was hit by a bomb which 
caused a bad fire. Later the PRINCETON’S magazine blew up and 
the ship was so badly damaged that she had to be sunk by our own 
forces. 
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6. Also on the afternoon of 23 October, a land-based Navy 
search plane discovered the presence of an enemy carrier force 
approximately 200 miles off Cape Engano on northern Luzon, 
heading south. This force consisted of 17 warships including 
a large carrier, believed to be of the ZUIKAKU class; three 
light carriers of the CHITOSS and ZUIH0 classes; two battleships 
of the ISE class with flight decks aft; a heavy cruiser of the 
MOGAJVH class; a light cruiser of the N0SHIR0 class; three 
cruisers of the EISO class; and six destroyers. 

7. To meet this serious threat the Commander, Third Fleet, 
concentrated several of his carrier task groups and started 
northward at high speed for a dawn attack. 

8. These units of the Third Fleet steamed north at full 
speed through the night and caught the enemy so completely by 
surprise on the morning of 24 October that there was no effective 
air opposition. Later in the forenoon enemy carrier aircraft 
which had been refueled ashore in the Philippines flew out to 
join their ships which had already met disaster. The enemy 
planes arrived too late to get into the fight and 21 were shot 
down by our combat patrols. 

In this action, the following destruction was inflicted 
upon the enemy: 

SUNK 

One carrier of the ZUIKAKU class, sunk by carrier aircraft. 

One light carrier of the ZUIH0 class, crippled by carrier 
aircraft and later sunk by the gunfire of cruisers and destroyers. 

Two light carriers of the CHITOSE class, sunk by carrier 
aircraft. 

One light cruiser or large destroyer sunk by gunfire. 

One destroyer sunk by carrier aircraft. 

One cruiser was severely damaged by carrier aircraft 
and was sunk during the night by a submarine. 

DAMAGED 

One battleship hit by 2-4 torpedoes and many bombs. 

One battleship hit by bombs. 

Three cruisers damaged by bombs and gunfire. 

Four destroyers bombed, strafed or hit by gunfire. 

None of the Third Fleet ships engaged with the enemy 
carrier force were damaged. The Third Fleet in this phase of 
the action lost 10 planes, 8 pilots and 10 aircrewmen, all shot 
down by anti-aircraft fire. Before all the damaged enemy ships 
could be tracked down and destroyed the engagement was broken 
off to proceed to the assistance of Seventh Fleet carrier escort 
groups then under attack off Samar Island. 
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UNITED STATES PACIFIC FLEET and PACIFIC OCEAN ARE A3 
Communique No. 168 (For release at 1200 (HWT). Sun day. 29 

October 1944.) - (Cont’d) 

9. The enemy force of battleships, cruisers and destroyers 
which had been attacked in the Sibuyan Sea had sortied through 
the San Bernardino Strait in spite of the damage inflicted by 
our carrier aircraft, and had attacked units of the Seventh 
Fleet off Samar Island during the morning of 24 October. In 
the ensuing battle, most of the enemy's heavy ships were badly 
damaged by Seventh Fleet units assisted by carrier aircraft from 
the Third Fleet. One cruiser of the MOGAME class was seen to 
sink and one destroyer was left dead in the water. The enemy 
force ran northwest from the scene of the action and during the 
early hours of darkness passed westward through the San Bernardino 
Strait. About 2 a.m. a straggling cruiser was sunk by gunfire 
of the Third Fleet. 

10. Meanwhile the southern enemy force had crossed the Sulu 
Sea, the Mindanao Sea, had attempted to pass through the Surigao 
Strait, and met the Seventh Fleet in a night action 24-25 October. 
As announced by the Commander in Chief, Southwest Pacific Area, 
all units of this enemy force were sunk or decisively defeated. 

11. On 25 October, carrier aircraft of the Third Fleet were 
launched against the crippled and damaged enemy fleeing westward 
through the Sibuyan Sea. Damage done to the enemy during the 
retirement of the enemy forces from San Bernardino Strait by 
the combined efforts of the Third and Seventh Fleets and shore 
based aircraft of the Southwest Pacific Area included one MOGAMI 
class cruiser sunk off Mindoro Island, one N0SHIR0 class cruiser 
sunk south of Mindoro Island, one battleship possibly sunk, and 
three other battleships and three other cruisers further damaged. 

12. The total damage inflicted on the Japanese Fleet during 
the period 22-27 October, 1944 included: 

SUNK 


Two battleships 
Four carriers 
Six heavy cruisers 
Three light cruisers 

Three small cruisers or large destroyers 
Six destroyers 

SEVERELY DAMAGED AND MAY HAVE SUNK 


One battleship 
Three heavy cruisers 
two light cruisers 
Seven destroyers 
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12. (Cont*) 

ESCAPED IN A DAMAGED CONDITION 

Six battleships 
Four heavy cruisers 
One light cruiser 
Ten destroyers 

13. During the same actions the losses sustained by United 
States naval forces were one light carrier (PRINCETON), two 
escort carriers, two destroyers, one destroyer escort and a 
few lesser craft. 

14. The following battleships seriously damaged at Pearl 
Harbor took part in these actions: WEST VIRGINIA, MARYLAND, 
TENNESSEE, CALIFORNIA, and PENNSYLVANIA. The new carriers 
LEXINGTON, WASP and HORNET also participated. 

15. In all these actions, United States submarines played 
a highly important part and are credited with sinking and 
damaging several enemy warships - both before and after the 
air and sea battles on 23, 24 and 25 October. 

16. Much of the credit for the destruction inflicted on the 
Japanese Fleet goes to the naval airmen who gallantly and 
relentlessly pressed their attacks home with telling effect. 
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C0M3RDFLT 292353 TO CIKCPAC and CINC30Y55PAC Info COMINCH; 

GOM7THFLT; CTF 77; ALL TFC's 3RDFLTT 

This is part 1 of 3 parts my 292359. Part 2 which is 292356 
follows. Action summary 24-26 October. Enemy carrier Force 
San Bernardino Force and Surigao Force hereafter called northern 
center and southern forces. Southern and center forces sighted 
by carrier search teams morning 24th. Morning 24th 38.4 attacked 
1 group of southern force believed consisting of FUSO, YAMASKIUO, 
F3HIGAUN and 4 destroyers (prisoner of war states possibly 
carrying troops). 3 to 4 Bomb hits plus rockets both BE. 1 CA 
bomb hit and 4 DD damaged by rockets and strafing. Para. 

38.2, 38.3 (and in afternoon 38.4) Attacked center force believed 

consisting NAGATO, YAMATO, MUSASHI, DONGO, HARUNA (5BB) CHAKAI, 
HAGURO, MYOKO, TONE, CHIKUMA, KUMANO and 3AZUYA (7 CA) N03HIR0 
and 13 DD. Reported damage. In addition to bomb hits there were 
at least 5 torpedo hits divided between the 2 YAMATOS 1 stopped 
burning down by head . Bomb hits in 2 possibly 3 remaining BB and 
torpedo hits on 1 or both KONGO. 1 KONGO slowed and appeared 
badly damaged. At 1600 observer saw 2 damaged BB of 4 in force 
northwest of Masabte . Many hits on CA's WTVL00R3 Duplication 2 
known badly damaged (1 of these probably sunk) at least 1 other 
damaged. 1 AGANO torpedoed and rolled over. 1 DD sunk. MUSA3HI, 
KUMANO, HAGURO unable sortie from San Bernardino due damage 
according prisoner of war and apparently correct. Floatplane snooped 
at 2145 north of Masabte. Estimate confirmed by Photo 4 BB (2 
seriously 2 slightly damaged) 5 CA (at least 1 damaged) 1 CL and 
9 DD sortied from San Bernardino many ships trailing oil. 

C0U3RDFLT 292356 TO CINCPAC. CIKC3WE3PAC Info COMINCH ; 

C0M7THFLT; CTF 77. ALL TFC’s 3RDFLT7 

Part 2 my 292359. Part 1 252353. Afternoon 24th northern force 

was sighted latitude 18-10 longitude 125-30. Based on estimate 
center force too heavily damaged to be major threat 38.2, 38.3* 

38.4 made fast night run and on morning 25th attacked northern 
force consisting 4 carriers, 2 BB/ X CV, 1 CA, 4 CL and 6 DD. 
Definitely sank all 4 carriers 1 CL and 1 DD. Possibly sunk 1 CL 
last seen sinking condition. Damaged another CL by torpedo, 2 
BB/X CV 1 of which hit by 2 to 4 torpedoes and JMOY bombs, 1 CA 
and 1 CL each hit by several bombs, 2 DD heavily strafed. See 
CTF 38 280537 for identification. Para. On urgent request from 

CTF 77 for assistance put strike on center force from TG 38.1 which 
was approaching battle area and proceeded south with TF 34 sending 
TG 34.5 in advance at high speed. 38.1 strike reported bomb 
ANEINVCKPTLCLS30N NAGATO, 4 bomb hits on YAMATO, 4 on KONGO, at 
least 3 CA hit with 1 or more bombs, 3 on the CL and 4 DD 1 hit 
each. 7th Fleet forces had gallantly turned back enemy center 
force which reentered San Bernardino straits before TG 34.5 could 
intercept. TG 34.5 swept FNT BE, CA and DD reported dead in water 
east of Samar intercepting and sinking 1 ship ( estimated cruiser 
or DD) and recovering survivors from 3UZUYA which sank when her 
own torpedoes detonated as result of fires. 
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DECLASSIFIED 

C0IvI3RDFLT 292359 TO CINCPAC and CINOSOWESPAC Info COMINCH : 

C0K7THFLT; CTF 77; ALL TFC * s 3RDFLT7 

Morning 26th TG’s 38.3 and 38.4 were fueled TG’s 38.1 and 38.2 
resumed strikes on retreating enemy center force further 
damaging 3hips as follows: Heavys hit reported as NAGATO but 
estimated probable KUMANO 2 torpedoes many bomb hits observed 
out of control and believe sunk. C0M3RDFLT SENDS PART 3 FINAL 
HIS 292359. SEE 292353 WHICH IS PARTT." PART 2 IS 2923 56 . 

1 KONGO 2 torpedoes. Same or other KONGO hit with rockets. 

NAGATO 1 torpedo YAMATO 1 bomb hit. CA estimate MYOKO 2 
torpedoes also bomb hit seen dead in water with XCO ships 
alongside, not there later although 2 DD’s seen so CA probably 
sunk. 1 CL torpedoed and bombed possibly sunk. 3 DD’s damaged 
(1 bow blown off). 9000 ton CVS sunk. Para. MUSASHI not seen 
since 24th and believed sunk. Estimate following ships of 
center force reached China Sea. 4 BB’s all damaged by torpedoes 
and bombs. 5 CA's (some damaged) and about 10 DD’s possibly 
including 1 CL. CA situation not dear but it appears that 
TAKAO was torpedoed by Blue submarine north of Balabac Island 
on 23 October effected emergency repairs and by 2 sightings 
appeared to rejoin center force via east of Palawan 26th. 

Also possible that KUMANO or HAGURO effected repairs and 
escaped to China Sea HALSEY 


O 

•S 5 - 9RET - 


2280 





















^ DECLASSIFIED 




NOVEMBER (GOT) 

01 1100 GTF 57 to CINCPOA Info CTF 59: 

Summary of operations 26 October through 31 October: 

Bomb tonnage on enemy bases and shipping: YAP 69, 

SONINS shipping 27, HAHA JIMA 16, BAEELTHUAP 12, 17/0 
JIMA 4s, FAGAN 2. No interception X AA mostly meagre 
except intense 1 strike each YAP and BABELTHAUP. 

Photos taken on shipping strike to CHICHI JIMA 29th 
show 2 L3M, 1 DE, 6 PC, 12 PT, 5 small coastal cargo, 

36 small craft, amny type "A" Landing Craft. No direct 
hits, damage unobserved. Our casualties: 1 F4U and pilot 
lost on YAP strike 31st. 6 Planes damaged all causes. 

Searches: Navy search Liberators sighted 3 medium AN, 

1 DD, 1 LSM CHICHI JIMA HARBOR, 1 DE 170 miles NN'.V CHICHI 
JIMA, 1 SC and armed escort 15 Miles north IWO JIMA, 
attacked and damaged 5 barges at KITO 17/0 JIMA on 26th. 
Saw 2 DD 180 miles NW CHICHI JIMA, damaged KATE 60 miles 
NW IWO JIMA, destroyed Radio- 7eather Station MUKO JIMA, 
Sighted 2 small AK 1 coastal vessel with 1 VF cover 15 
miies 3SW IWO JIMA, 1 large freighter anchored 4 miles 
off SW coast IWO on 27th. Attacked 5 coastal cargo 
vessels 10 miles NW KITO IWO JIMA results unobserved 
and PBM attacked IRVING 540 miles NW PALAU with negative 
results on 28th. Attacked 4 small coasters and a small 
AK anchored West Coast KITA I.VO JIMA on 30th, sank 1, 
badly damaged 1, left 1 afire. Sank 3 of 7 coasters 
and smoked 1 of 5 nonaggressive Zekes off KITA IWO JIMA, 
sighted 2 LSM 40 miles west IMA JIMA, destroyed Emily 
850 miles NV SAIPAN on 31st. Results continued mopping 
up: GUAM 25th thru 30th our casualties 1 KIA 12 WIA. 

193 Japs killed total to date 17168. 23 POW total to 

date 425. TINIAN 24th thru 30th no enemy contacts. 

SAIPAN 25th thru 29th our casualties none. 16 Japs killed 
total to date 26063. 5 POW total to date 2052. PSLSLIU 

and ANGAUR 24th thru 29th our casualties 41 KIA 210 WIA 
3 MIA. 370 Japs killed total to date 12523. 18 POW 

total to date 375. 

06 0216 C0M3RDFLT to CINCPAC, CINCSWPA Info C0LI7THFLT; CTF 77; 
C0I..TNCH; ALL TGCKC OF TF 38f 

Preliminary incomplete report sweeps and strikes LUZON 
5 Nov. At 0430 submarine contact made at 15-36 N, 123-19 
E. JA3ADA tactics promptly commenced. Apparently sub 
had no chance to give alarm and surprise achieved over 
MANILA by VF sweep. 80 airborne planes met over Clark 
area 58 shot down. Airborne opposition over MANILA 
slight all day and over Clark diminished during day. 

Total shot down 83 over targets and 5 at force. Photos 
of 1st strike show 143 single 45 twin engine at Clark 
84 Single 7 twin MABALACAT. Pilots report 40 planes 
mostly bomber west LIPA 15 LSGASPI 20 to 30 NIELSON 
10 to 20 NICHOLS 15 CONCEPTION 2 LUCSNA FNTF on field 
at LUBANG ISLAND. 4 Dummies GRACE PARK and many 
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06 0216 C0M3RDFLT to CINCPAC. CINCS'.VPA Info C0M7THFLT : 

CTF 77; COHINCH: ALL TGC'3 OF TF 38: - (Cont T d) 

dummies BATANGAS. Over 100 destroyed on ground. 

SGTTJ sighted 1 CA, 1 CL, 2 AP, 3 or 4 DD, 25 to 30 
AK MANILA BAY. 1 CA burning furiously in sinking 
condition from several bomb and torpedo hits. 1 CL, 
at least 3 DD’s and several AK's damaged. 1 Sub 
Chaser sunk off LUBANG. At Clark fuel dump hangar 
and ships fired. Installations at BATANGAS, LIPA, 
LEGASPI and LUBANG damaged. At 1318 TG 38.3 attacked 
by small group of Bogeys. Few got past CAP through 
clouds. 2 Diving on LEXINGTON, ack ack got 1 and 
other crashed on signal bridge causing minor damage. 

A 3rd suicide missed TIC0NDER0GA. During night of 
5/6 November ineffective air attacks against JA3ADA 
group, otherwise all quiet. Night hecklers knocked 
down 2 Topsy and 1 unidentified in MANILA-CLARK area. 
Clark not blacked out at any time. No ack ack or 
interception. 

06 0040 CTF 57 to CINCPOA Info CTG 57.14 : 

Progress ANGUAR and PELELIU, 27 October through 
2 November. Enemy continues night attempts infiltrate 
our lines without success. 5 Air strikes using NAPALM 
made during period. Patrols and demolition squadrons 
continue sealing off caves in isolated pockets. Our 
forces took high ground at TA 134 DE and made slight 
progress compressing lines from north. On 30th Jap 
plane dropped parachute. Basket containing grenades 
recovered. At 1930 l(-9) 1st Float Plane from north 
shot down by Night Fighter. Cargo chute with signal 
supplies recovered. Also dropped phamplets trans¬ 
cribed exactly in enclosure (A). At 0830 1 29th 
surfaced submarine possibly midget reported east of 
ABAPPA0M0GAN ISLAND by mine sweep LCVP. ASP during 
daylight and surface craft patrol maintained SCH0NIAN 
through 31st without further contact. Aircraft 
destroyed 2 barges by strafing on 26th, damaged 2 on 
30th. Also cooperating with MTB's sweeping inner 
waters south of K0SS0L to 07-36 north destroyed 40 
foot cutter and 2 barges on 26th and attacked 40mm 
or 3 inch shore battery on 1st at NW tip of 
BAEELTHUAP. No mines found this patrol area and 
charts correct. Unloading hampered by heavy seas and 
swells 28th through 31st with beaches PELELIU and 
ANGUAR almost unusable. Daily averages unloading for 
period covered PELELIU 2134 MT. ANGAUR 858 MT. 

First Garrison Echelon 99 . 5 % unloaded PELELIU. First 
completed and 2nd 7 % unloaded ANGAUR. Construction 
PELELIU satisfactory with road system 301? complete 
and 12 tanks 1000 barrels capacity each south AVGAS 
farm completed on 28th. Channel to ORANGE BEACH to be 
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06 0040 CTF 57 to 01: J2 0A Info CTO 57.14: (Cont’d) 

completed 3rd and available for use filling tanks. 
ANGAUR roads 35$ complete 28th, 2 warm up platforms 
and taxiways completed, 69 hardstands rough graded 
50 completed. 6 AVGAS tanks tested and filled from 
ship moored to bouys off Phosphate Plant. Casualties 
F0»V3 and JAPS killed as in my 5 day summary. 

(ENCLOSURE (A)) 

Poor reckless Yankee-Doodle. Do you know about the 
naval battle wone by the American 58th Fleet at the 
sea near TAIWAN (TOIIOSA) and PHILIPPINE. Japanese 
powerful air firce had sank their 19 aeroplene 
carriers, 4 battleships, 10 several cruisers and 
destroyers along with sending l,26l ship aeroplanes 
into the sea. From this result we think that you can 
imagine what shall happen next around PALAU upon 
you. The fraud Rousevelt, hanging the president 
election under his nose and from his policy ambition, 
worked not only poor Nimmit but also Maccasir like 
a robot. Like this, what is pity; Must be sacrifice 
you pay. Thanks for your advice notes of surrender. 
But we haven’t any reason to surrender to those who 
are fated to be totally destroyed in a few days later. 
Add to you, against the manner of your attack paying 
no heed to humanity, your god shall make Japanese 
force to add retaliative attack upon you. Saying 
again, against the attack paying no heed to humanity 
contrary to the mutual military spirits, you 3hall 
get a very stern attack. We mean cruel attack. 

Japan Military. 

06 0810 CTF 57 to CINCPOA Info CTF 59: 

Summary of Operations 1 Nov through 5 Nov. Bomb 
tonnage on shipping and enemy bases: Army B-24’s 
B0NIN3 shipping 60, IW0 JIMA 31, CHICHI JIMA Is, 

HAHA JIMA 4, MARCUS 10. P-47’s PAGAN 16. F4U’s 

BABELTHAUP 22, YAP 6. AA meagre except moderate 
to intense fro:, shipping, BABELTHAUP and I.V0 JIMA. 
Results shipping strike 2nd, 1 AK sunk, another left 
burning, 2 .AH probably damaged. Results other 
shipping strikes negative or unobserved. Interception : 
At IW0 JIMA by 6-8 unaggressive VF on 4th. 3 
Damaged. Our casualties: 1 F4U shot down on 
BABELTHUAP strike 2nd, PEY5A crashed and sank due 
rough water during Dumbo services, all personnel 
recovered no injuries. 19 Planes damaged all causes. 
Searches : Navy PB4Y’s destroyed and Emily 750 miles 
NW SAIPAN, attacked 2 coasters east of KITA IWO JIMA 
with negative results on 1st. Bombed and strafed 
coaster same position with negative results and 
damaged 1 of 4 non-aggressive Zekes on 2nd. Atta<£c^<J>2 
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06 0810 CTF 57 to CINCPOA Info CTF 59: 

by 4 uneager Zekes 40 miles south I.VO JIMA on 5th, 1 
Zeke possibly damaged. On morning of 3 Nov P47’s 
on PAGAN strike shot down Frances approaching runway. 
Photos that date show runway inoperational. Results 
continued mopping up: SAIPAN 31st through 3rd own 
casualties 7 KIA 3 WIA including 6 killed during air 
raid on 2nd. 145 Japs killed total 26,208 to date. 

1 P0.7 total 2,052 to date. Includes 95 killed 1st and 
2nd in well organized position at TA 249. All known 
organized enemy groups now destroyed. Estimate 300 
Jap military still at large. TINIAN 31st through 2nd 
no casualties. 3 Japs killed total 6,870 to date. 

GUAM 31st through 4th no casualties. After completing 
sweep of northern half of island 3rd MARDIV released 
by 13COM GUAM Nov 1 to COMGENFMFPAC for training and 
rehabilitation. 60 Japs killed total 17,174 to date. 
36 P0W f s total 457 to date. PELELIU and ANGAUR own 
casualties 16 KIA, 59 WIA. 176 Japs killed total 
12,679 to date. 21 PO'/V’s total 390 to date. 


13 2107 CINCPOA to J0M3RDFLT Info COMAIRPAC. CTF 38. COMINCH: 

Ur 110251 and 110258 carriers and other ships as well 
must be kept in state of material readiness not only 
for current operations but to carry on throughout the 
war. It is essential that there be periods for material 
upkeep by ships force and by tenders and that Navy Yard 
work be not unduly deferred. The capabilities of Yards 
are limited and it is necessary not only to regulate 
the work load there but to avoid a situation where too 
many ships will be withdrawn from the operating forces 
at a time. Para. Return BUNKER HILL accord mydis 
080529 and ENTERPRISE to PEARL on completion LEXINGTON 
repairs. Do not anticipate FRANKLIN and BELIEAU WOOD 
will be returned to service in forward areas before 
February or that any new carriers will join before 
them. Para. 1 replacement CVG expected arrive 
ENIWETOK 7 Dec and additional 1 MANUS 20 Dec ENTERPRISE 
and BATAAN will probably rejoin TF 36 by late Dec and 
with INDEPENDENCE will then form night group in accor¬ 
dance previous plans. 

14 1037 CINCPOA to CINCSWPAC Info C0M7THFLT. C0M5ERVF0R 7TH 

FLEET: 


In order expedite exchange information and to facilitate 
implementation agreements pertaining to logistic support 
of Pac Fleet units request your assent for ComServPac 
to communicate directly with Com 7th Fleet and ComServ- 
For 7th Fleet on logistic matters. 
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15 0703 COMGENPOA (RICHARDSON) to CINCPOA 


DECLASSIFIED 


R-39588-13th With reference to War Department Radio 232350 
GOT August copy of which has been furnished you it is pro¬ 
posed to recommend to the War Department that the Category 
of Defense for the HAWAIIAN Area as defined therein be 
modified by deleting specification (3) and substituting 
the following therefor "(3) Ground defense forces of 
islands in the main HAWAIIAN Group to be not less than 1 
division or the equivalent in combat units”. Request your 
concurrence. This change will permit maximum employment 
of available infantry divisions in future operations. 

16 0042 CINCPOA to COMGENPOA 


Until such time as the critical shortage in service and 
supporting troops in P0A is alleviated it may be advisable 
not to bring additional divisions to this Area and thereby 
tax further the already overloaded service troops and 
facilities now available. Therefore it appears advisable 
to consider holding the 97th and 86th Infantry Divisions 
on Mainland until called. For planning purposes it is 
anticipated that these divisions would not be called prior 
to March 1945. A Staff concerence will be held on this 
subject and questions raised in your serial 00043 of 12 
November in light of Filbas agreement of 4 November as 
soon as Major General Leavey returns from SoPac. 

16 0546/45 CINCFAC to ALPOA Info COMINCH. CINCLANT. CINCSWPA 

Following changes effective 20 November 1944. Task force 
numbers 57 and 59 assigned use by 5th Fleet. Tactical 
organization numbers of 9th Fleet as follows. TF 90, 91, 

92 assigned ComNorPac. TF 94 ComFwdAreaCentPac. TF 95 
ComAirFwd. TF 96 ComMarGilsArea. TF 97 ComHawSeaFron. 

TF 98 Hawaiian Defense Sector. Others reserved for CinCPac. 
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13 1955 COMINCH to COM7THFLT Info CINCSWPA. CINCPOA. COMYTESSMAFRON . 
CINCLANT, CHIEF OF STAFF ARMY, COI.'DT US COAST GUARD. 

Philippine Sea Frontier hereby established under Commander 
7th Fleet in Area north of Equator within limits Southwest 
Pacific Area. Sea Frontier Forces as assigned by Commander 
7th Fleet. By separate non classified correspondence other 
interested agencies advised of establishment of Philippine 
Sea Frontier Command. 



15 0524 CINCPAC to COMINCH Info OOMAIRPAC: 


Cumulative effect of increased distances higher aircraft 
attrition recent battle damage to CVE's and necessity for 
moving Army Fighter Aircraft for future operations will 
create critical shortage of CVE lift during 1st quarter 
of 1945. Urge early action on my serial 003596 of 
4 Nov regarding additional Transport CVE f s for Pacific 
Fleet. 

15 0438 CINCPOA to C0MGBNP0A Info CG AGF ULITHI. CG USAFFE : 

Request you cancel your 120940Z (RJ-39259-12th) Secret. 
Accordance paragraph seven of agreement reached at 
HOLLANDIA conference on Logistic Support POA specified 
exemption of Army units or individuals will be only 
by mutual consent of CINCPOA and CINCSWPA. Request 
in ComGenPOA desp 10004421 to communicate direct with 
CINCSWPA Disapproved for the present. 

17 0140 CTF 57 to CINCPOA Info CTF 59: 

Summary of Operations 11 Nov thru 15 Nov: 

Bomb tonnage on shipping and enemy bases: By Army &*24's, 
122 tons on IW0 JIMA, 24 on W0LEAI, 17 on B0NINS 
shipping with 2 probable hits on medium AK HAHA JIMA on 
14th, other results negative. B-24’s and MAG 11 squadrons 
put 53 tons on PALAU. Marine -Fighters and TBF*s dropped 
34 on YAP. F4U’s dropped 4 tons on ROTA. P-47’s attacked 
PAGAN with 44 rockets. A Marine B-25 attacked shipping 
HAHA JIMA with 7 rockets probably sinking sub, and 2 
possible hits on medium .AK on 14 Nov. AA mostly meagre 
occasionally moderate to intense at PALAU and I’.YO JIMA. 
Results mining operations B0NINS: 16 Mark 26-1 dropped 
by 5 B-24’s on 12th in 0KIMURA K0 HAHA JIMA. 4 Additional 
within 300 yards in deeper water. 6 Mark 25 dropped by 
6 B-24’3 in TAKIN0URA WAN ANI JIMA on 15th. 2 additional 

300 yards off west coast MUK0 JIMA SW HAHA JIMA ( 1 with 
broken static cord) and 2 jettisoned 10 miles north 
0T0T0 JIMA in about 70 fathoms. Interception: At IW0 JIMA 
by 6 VF, 1 damaged on 11th. By 1 T/E, 2 VF on 12th. 

Our casualties: 1 F4U lost on YAP strike due engine 
trouble on 12th pilot missing. 1 PB4Y water landed 30 
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17 0140 CTF 57 to OINJPOA Info GTE 59: (cont'd) 

miles west of SAIPAN on 12th, 7 survivors picked up 
on 13th, continuing search through 14th negative. 

1 F4U and pilot lost on ROTA strike 13th. 21 Planes 

damaged all causes. Searches: Navy PB4Y's saw 3 
7000 ton 2 4000 ton AK at CHICHI JIMA on 12th. 
Attacked DD 10 miles east HAHA JIMA by radar, 2 near 
misses observed. Attacked medium AK and DD by radar 
15 miles northwest HAHA JIMA results unobserved on 
14th. Results continued mopping up: GUAM 10th thru 
14th our casualties 1 WIA. 45 Japs killed total to 
date 17238. 3 P0W total to date 463. TINIAN 9th 

thru 13th our casualties 2 WIA. 11 Japs killed total 
to date 6893. 1 P0W total to date 316. SAIPAN 8th 

thru 13th our casualties 2 .VIA. 13 Japs killed total 
to date 26277. 6 P0W total to date 2068. PELELIU 

and ANGAUR 9th thru 13th our casualties 14 KIA 54 WIA. 
Japs killed 99 total to date 12980. 3 P0W total to 

date 420. 


21 0920 COMFWDAREA to CINCPOA info CTG 94.14 . 

Progress ANGAUR and PELELIU 15 thru 19 November. Un¬ 
loading PELELIU averaged 2086 MT daily with 2nd echelon 
29$ and 3rd 46 % unloaded. ANGUAR averaged 1274 MT daily 
with 2nd echelon 59$ and 3rd 19$ unloaded. Delayed at 
PELELIU by slow progress boat channel and angaur by 
interence of work on boat channel and harbor, and by 
delay in repairs to small craft damaged by storm. 

Late report states 3 LCT seriously damaged other small 
craft minor damage in boat basin by waves breaking 
over reef barrier during typhoon. Construction PELELIU 
reported satisfactory, NE end of bomber strip 98$ 
complete. Angaur satisfactory except for boat channel 
and harbor project. 82 hardstands completed. 1000 
foot runway extension cleared. 300 feet NE end to be 
completed 5 December and 700 feet SW end 10 December. 
Japs continied night efforts to infiltrate our lines 
to escape pocket. Patrols with LVT flame throwers 
and tanks operated in main cave area. Several more 
sealed off or blown up. NGEREG0NG reoccupied on 15th 
with no resistance encountered. Night 17-18 Japs 
using 20 man rafts and individual floation bags attacked 
LCI’s in 3CH0NIAN harbor. All killed except one pow 
who said party which left K0R0R for islands vicinity 
of EIL MALK totaled 200. Ulithi arrangements to handle 
Garrison and Ulility planes and up to 150 pool planes 
believed satisfactory. Boat pool organization satis¬ 
factory and will have 75$ of boats in commission be¬ 
fore end of month. 
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21 0910 COMFORWARDAREA to CINCPOA Info CTG 95 


OECLASSVFIEO 


Summary of operations 16 through 20 Nov inclusive: 

Bomb Tonnage on shipping and enemy bases: By Army 
B 24s, 77 tons on BONINS with direct hit on coaster 
at CHICHI 16th, direct hits on 3 AKs HAHA JIMA 18th 
with 1 reported sunk, and possible direct hit on DD 
at CHICHI JIMA 19th. 38 tons on LEGASPI. 1 l/4 tons 

on IWO JIMA. By B 25s and MAG 11 Squadrons, 35 tons 
on PALAU. By VMF, VMTB and Navy search ventures, 21 
tons on YAP. By VMF and VMTB, 5 tons on ROTA. Marine 
B 25s with rockets got 3 hits on 2 AKs 20 miles east 
of CHICHI JIMA 17th and fired 6 rockets on 3 ships at 
CHICHI JIMA 20th undetermined results. Para. Results 
mining operations BONINS: 4 MK 26 dropped by 4 B 24s 
in Bay south of airfield CHICHI JIMA on 18th, 12 others 
within 600 yards to west of area. 8 MK 25 dropped by 
5 B 24s in FUTAMI KO on 17th, 2 others 2 l/2 miles 
from SW corner of CHICHI JIMA. Para. Interception: 

At IWO JIMA, all non-aggressive, by 4 VF against photo 
mission on 18th discouraged by P-38 escort. By 4 VF 
same day using phosphorous bombs against 2 search 
Liberators. By 3 VF against photo mission 19th. By 

1 reported Oscar using phosphorous bomb against lone 
search Liberators 20th. Para. Our casualties: 1 B 25 
water landed 90 miles NW SAIPAN 16th, 4 survivors 
same day. 1 F4U lost at YAP 18th, pilot rescued by 
Dumbo. 18 planes damaged all causes. Para. Searches: 
Navy Liberators strafed and bombed 2 barges at KITA 

10 JIMA 19th negative results. Para. Enemy submarines 
active in Western CAROLINES. On 19th sub seen 3 times 
near West entrance K0SS0L PASSAGE after which sound 
contact made by 2 DEs with attack resulting in explosions, 
oil slick and debris. Early morning 20th DD Case rammed 
and sunk midget sub which surfaced as CruDiv 5 sortied 
from TJLITHI. 2 POW captured said 2 other midgets in 
anchorage. About same timeao JfJississinewa was torpedoed 
and sunk in anchorage. No report yet on casualties. 

2 other midgets possible sunk inside anchorage. Hunter 
killer initiated same afternoon on contact 24 miles 
East FALAL0P. Para. Other enemy activity: Emily 
sighted by Blue convoy 180 miles NNW TRUK dawn 20th. 
Followed by 2 fighter bomber attacks during day on East 
bound convoy. Damage if any not reported. Am hitting 
TRUK opportunity with maximum available P-38s. Para. 
Results continued mopping up: Nov 14-19 TINIAN 10 Japs 
killed total 6903 to date. GUAM 45 Japs killed total 
17,283 to date. 7 POWs total 470 to date. 7 POWs 
total 470 to date no casualties own forces. SAIPAN 
14-18 Nov 249 Japs killed total 26,526 to date. 47 
POW total 2115 to date. Own casualties 9 KIA 41 WIA 
includes results intensive sweep my 172353. No known 
enemy concentrations remain on island. PELELIU and 
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ANGUAR 15-19 Nov 136 Japs killed total 13,116 to 
date 3 POW total 423 to date. Own casualties 12 KIA 
54 WIA. 
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25 1615 CINCPAC to CINC EAST FLEET Info CINCPAC ADMIN, COMINOH . 

MOo'l' o'EOR^- . NIMITZ TO ERASER , I will be delighted to 
have you as my guest at Pearl Harbor in Mid December 
or whenever you are able to come. Concerning operations 
in the existing strategic situation I concur strongly 
in your idea that destructive operations of your forces 
against SUMATRA objectives this winter is more important 
than your early arrival in Pacific. Am now in conference 
with CominCh who fully supports above views ^nd wisher 
to mention prospective operations to MALAY PENINSULA 
as probably requiring carrier and gun fire support. 

26 0700 C0M3RD FLT to NIMITZ. CINCPOA: KING, MCMORRIS CINCPAC 

ADMIN. 

TOP S E CR qg., FOR NIMITZ INFO KING. MCMORRIS . Your 
250015 acknowledged. Apparently some Com3rdFlt traffic 
was missed as supporting force at sea was reduced to 

2 groups on 23 November. Para. V/ith existing Target 
dates any ship participating both in U Plus 1 PHILIPPINE 
strike and S Minus 5 FORMOSA strike can have a maximum 

3 days at anchor ULITHI. That is physically all that 
is possible. If 3 groups support L3 those 3 groups 
can be given 3 days at anchor before departing for 
INDUCTION and the 4th group can have a long uninterrupted 
overhaul weather permitting. Para. During November 
Groups will have had total (But not consecutive) time at 
anchor as follows 38.1, 7 days;38.2, 8 days;38.3» 6 days; 
38.4, lldays. Para. If task force 38 can be absolved 

of any support commitments for sufficient time to permit 
10 uninterrupted dyas at anchor the operational prospects 
for INDUCTION, DETACHMENT and ICEBERG will be vastly 
improved. To do this will require at least 15 days 
without commitment and 1 of the 4 Groups will have to 
go elsewhere than ULITHI preferably MANUS. Para. I Fully 
share your concern in this matter of upkeep. I do not 
consider Task Force 38 has had adequate upkeep and furthei 
it will be physically impossible to meet your maintenance 
requirements and carry out my assigned combat tasks with 
existing target dates. Battle damage sustained 25 Nov 
has made this matter ever more critical. Your 241745 was 
also considered in preparing this despatch. Halsey. 

27 1312 GEN HDT.TRS SATA (MACARTHUR) to C0M3RDFLT Info C0M7THFLT . 

CINCPOA 

CX-54038. Following Plan for 3rd Fleet participation 
in L3 Operations arranged, subject to your approval, 
during conference v/ith your representatives. 3rd Fleet 
neutralize hostile VT.XTGT Air Forces LUZON U minus 1 to 
U plus 1; Be prepared to strike LUZON targets in 
emergency during period U plus 3 to U plus on above 
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27 1312 GEN HDQ.TR J 31VPA (MAC ARTHUR) to COM3RDFLT I nfo GOM7THFLT, 
CINCPOA : (Cont*d) --- 

dates be prepared to strike hostile Naval Forces in 
VI3AYAN waters and westward thereof in range which may 
threaten our overwater movements. Southwest Pacific 
Air Forces neutralize hostile air forces in VISAYAS, 
MINDANAO, and 3ULU ARCHIPELAGO and VS C OT cover over- 
water movement and support landing. 7th Air Force, 
main coordination with Southwest Pacific Air Forces, 
neutralize air forces in the UVRKLL. First dividing 
line between responsibility 3rd Fleet and Southwest 
Pacific Air Forces, including 7th Air Force, will be: 
14-30 North, 125-00 East; 14-30 North, 121-50 East; 

13-35 North, 121-50 East; Thence Due West. 3Rd Fleet 
and the Allied Air Forces will exchange information 
when either force strikes in the area OCBTKBX other. 
Notification should be given far in advance as 
practicable indicating the target to be attacked MA 
approximate scale of effort, in the time of attack. 

The 3rd Fleet May at discretion put fighter sweeps into 
the BIGOL UPON notification. Request your immediate 
concurrence or comments. Similar data for support of 
Ml follows in separate radiogram. 

28 1100 00M3RDFLT to CTF 38 Info COMINGH. CINGPAC AND 3RD FLEET . 

Following temporary Task Organization effective 

1 December and until further notice. Para. Task Group 
38.1 RAdm Montgomery in YORKTOWN, WASP, COWPENS, 

LANGLEY, BatDiv 8 less INDIANA, SAN FRANCISCO, BALTIMORE 
SAN DIEGO, OAKLAND, DesRon 53, HOBBY, WELLS, BUCHANAN, 
FRANKS, THATCHER, DYSON, SPENCE. Para. Task Group 38.2 
RAdm BOGAN in LEXINGTON, HANCOCK, TICONDEROGA, 
INDEPENDENCE, BatDiv 7, VINCENNES, MIAMI, PASADENA, 
DesRon 52, CAPPS, DAVID W. TAYLOR, EVANS, JOHN D HENLEY, 
BOYD, BR07/N, PO'.VELL. Para. Task Group 38.3 RAdm Sherman 
in ESSEX, HORNET, SAN JACINTO, MONTEREY, BatDiv 6, 

SANTA FS, BILOXI, ASTORIA, DesRon 50, DesRon 55 less 
IRWIN and MOSSIRON. Para. Following ships granted 
availability as necessary until 10 December CABOT, 

NEW ORLEANS, DesRon 6l, MCCORD, TRATHSN, H.AZELWOOD, 
HAGGARD now at ULITHI. MOBILE and HADLEY returning 
ULITHI about 3 December. BOSTON at MANUS as previously 
directed. Para. CTF 38 shifts units present ULITHI 
to conform this organization prior departure and complete 
reorganization upon rendezvous with Task Group 38.3 on 

2 December. Task Group 38.4 temporary dissolved. 
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28 2036 CINCPAC to COM3RDFLT Info COMINCH. COMAIRPAC. CTF 33. 

The subject of your 280413 has been discussed with with 
CominCh and it is expected that carrier complements 
will soon be changed to 73 Fighters, 15 Scout Bombers 
and 15 Torpedoe Planes. However no change has yet been 
authorized and further increases in fighter strength must 
be made slowly as additional sources of pilots become 
effective. No radical change in numbers of aircraft and 
pilots actually carried will be made without reference 
to the type commander who is responsible for the flow 
of replacements and maintenance of strength for later 
operations. Since its directive is impracticable of 
accomplishment without critical disruption of type 
commanders planned flow of pilots please cancel your 
280413. Para. The shortage of trained carrier pilots 
makes it necessary that as a matter of policy they be 
not used for combat operations from shore bases and 
those who are forced to land on shore in advanced areas 
should be recovered promptly. 

28 2315 C0M3RDFLT to CINCPAC Info COMAIRPAC. CCMINOH, CTF 38 

Your 282036 urgently request you reconsider. Time is 
short and things are already moving. This is just as 
much a matter of arming properly for a task as is the 
use of HC instead of AP for shore bombardment. The 
suicide attack is a grave menace to our carriers and to 
your future operations if not countered. More fighters 
are needed to counter it and they cannot be found except 
by reducing number over target or adding to complement. 
Effectiveness over target and security of force makes 
immediate increase mandatory. Please advise by urgent 
despatch. 

29 0316 CINCPAC to COM 3RD FLT Info COMINCH. COMAIRPAC. CTF 38 

Your 282315- You are autnorized to embark the approxi¬ 
mately 100 fighter pilots now in the forward area and 
in the replacement escort carriers and such fighter 
aircraft as will not exceed the ratio of 4 fighters 
for 5 pilots. However there will be only approximately 
40 additional fighter pilots available to you prior to 
Ml ana it will not be possible to maintain the expanded 
fighter strength which you reach for L3. The conversion 
of bomber pilots to fighter pilots will take place in 
the Hawaiian area rather than the forward area. My 
282036 modified accordingly. 

22 0615 CTF 3 8 to CTG'S 38.1, 38.2, 38.3. 38.4 Info C0M3RDFLT. 
CINCPAC, COKAIRPaC 

Subject: Replenishment of complements of airgroups and 
squadrons policy concerning. 1. Each task group commander 
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220615 (continued) 

shall exercise full responsibility and initiative when 
dealing with sources in the forward area to replenish 
the complements of his airgroups and squadrons. The 
following instructions will elaborate on this function; 

A. Ship aircraft complements are controlled by directives 
from CNO ComAirPac or by special instructions from the 
fleet or force commander. B. Squadron pilot and air crew 
complements are controlled by the same directives as 
modified by necessity as follows: 1. Standard pilot 
and aircrew complement desired is 150$ of standard plane 
complement. 2. This complement will be allowed to fall 
to 125$ before active replacement measures need be taken. 
Priority of assignment of replacements should go to squad¬ 
rons below this minimum figure. 3. Replacement pilots 
and their aircrews will soon be supplied as "combat 
replacement teams". These teams shall not be broken up 
to fill complements to exact figures. Replacement shall 
be made by whole team and by whole air crews pilot and 
his aircrewmen and small variations over or under the 
exact complement is allowed to accommodate this method 
of replacement. 4. Leveling off complements by exchang¬ 
ing pilots between groups and squadrons is undesirable and 
shall not be done except in cases of grave inequality 
and then only when the military situation and the condi¬ 
tion of the depleted squadron demands such measures. The 
squadron complement must be considered in assigning tasks 
so that pilots in depleted squadrons will not be exhausted 
carrying an unadjusted load. 2. Task Groups Commanders 
may deal directly with replacement sources afloat or 
asnore in the forward area to replenish the air groups. 

This function entails the preparation of a list of require¬ 
ments. Finding out from the sources just what is avail¬ 
able and handling the physical details of getting the 
replacements on board. Com TF 36 desires a copy of the 
task group requirements in advance of any replenishment 
period at which he will be present in order to prorate 
the supply should the demands of 2 or more task groups 
exceed the supply. In the absence of Com TF 38 the 
senior task group commanuer is authorized to perform 
the function. 3. This command needs up to date infor¬ 
mation on the combat status of the airgroups and directs 
that the task group commander forward by message drop 
after each replenishment period a status report showing 
b; ships the pilot composition of each squadron listing 
separately the VF(N) and the VF(P). Also it is desired 
that this report show the numbers of planes by types on 
board indicating those fitted with special equipment 
such as APS-6, AIA, APS-3, APS-4, rocket, photographic, 
target towing, package guns and the like. 
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22 0121 CTF 95 to CINCPOA Info COMGSNAAFPOA. CTF 94 

Your 192321. ComFwdArea 250233 October stated that 
"The principal worthwhile ground targets for your 
planes at present are shipping". My 280020 October 
outlined ray most efficient plan to comply with this 
directive which was a daily shipping strike in the 
NANPO SHOTO by heavy bombers and stated that this 
was not considered profitable and efficient employment 
of heavy bombardment aviation but is the maximum 
effort that can be made against shipping under his 
directive. Dunkers Derby was changed to a blind 
bombing area effective 10 November and promising 
results were achieved with VMB 612 and B-24 snoopers 
blind bombing at night. Further experience, elimination 
of material bugs, and development of tactics would 
undoubtedly greatly increase efficiency of these attacks. 
Blind bombing restrictions were again placed in effect 
in this area on 16 November. However VMB 612 has and 
is being utilized at night against enemy shipping 
in harbors. B-24 snoopers are at present employed in 
mining operations. Daily shipping strikes have been 
conducted except when higher priority directives 
have taken precedence such as a maximum effort on 
10, 11 and 12 November against IW0 UMA as directed 
by Com3rdFleet to support the surface force bombard¬ 
ment on nite 11-12 November, furnishing escort for 
photographic missions and mining operations. Shipping 
attacked has been in well protected harbors which make 
low level daylight attacks prohibitively dangerous 
with slow unmaneuverable liberators. The measures I 
consider practicable to improve the efficiency of our 
operations against shipping are (l) Remove blind 
bombing restrictions in dunkers derby under previously 
arranged conditions (2) Conduct nightly shipping 
search and attack by PBJ f s and snooper B-24's (3) 

Continue experiment and Development of nite tactics 
of PBJ*s and B-24 snoopers ( 4 ) Bomb shipping by 
daylight from high level only when targets are 
particularly valuable or of large size. 

26 1935 C0MINCH and CN0 to C0M7THFLT. Info CINCPOA. CINCS'.VPA. 

CGM.XPAC - 


Because of the necessity for establishing in the 
PHILIPPINES at the earliest practicable date the 
maximum proportion of the facilities needed to meet 
the pressing Fleet requirements of the current war 
it is desired that with the concurrence of CINCSWPA 
you constiture a board to survey and recommend the 
extent to which the LEYTE area can be developed as 
as Naval Base to meet the overall requirements set 
forth in your 181047. CinCPOA will furnish consulting 
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26 1935 COMINCH and CNO to C0M7THFLT. Info CINCPOA. CINCS'.VPA. 
C0N8CPAC (Continued) 

representative. Para. It is contemplated that 
installations and facilities comparable to MANUS will 
be provided forLEYTE area using for this purpose to 
the greatest practicable extent those which can be 
moved forward from ESPIRITU SANTO. Para. Survey- 
should indicate maximum development practicable without 
regard to potential availability of MANILA. OLONGAPO. 

SUBIC area which I contemplate will be needed only 
to meet local Naval requirements. 

01 1246 CTF 77 to ALL TFCS AND TGC T S 7TH FLEET. COM 7TH FLEET 
Info CINCSWPA. CINCPAC. COM 3RD FLEET, COMAAF. COMAF 5. 

COI.IGEN 6TII ARMY, COMDESRONS 21 60 5 22 34 516 23'. COMINCH 

This is my TSS OpPlan 18-44. Task Organization. A - 
ORMOC Attack Group RAdm Struble Forces Assigned 
MINDORO Attack Group TG 78.3 plus 12 additional LSM 
when available. Para 1 General Situation and Enemy 
Forces as in current intelligence summaries to be obtained 
from CTF 77 and ComGen 6th Army. Own forces and 6th 
Army will conduct amphibious operations to seize a 
beachhead in ORMOC BAY in enemy helu territory. BUANP 
The 77th Division less 1_ RCT to uestroy Japanese forces 
opposing our advance on LEYTE. PT operations in LEYTE 
area as contined in uaily PT intent dispatches. TAS¬ 
MANIA operations as directed from time to time by CTF 77- 
Allied Air Forces will furnish fighter cover and direct 
support within limits of capabilities. Special Blacm 
Cat night search of approaches to objective area. Night 
fighter cover at dusk and dawn weather permitting. Para 
2 and 3 A This force will by amphibious operations 
transport protect ana land elements of 6th Army in order 
to assist in occupation ORMOC BAY AROOR.-TYDV/FA CTG 78.3 
arrange with CAAF for air protection to convoys and 
direct air support of the landing. Sweep for mines 
as necessary. Provide amphibious vessels for resupply. 
Prot ect advanced echelons. Xray Commanders ordering 
movements disseminate information to all concerned to 
prevent accidental engagement own forces. This OpPlan 
effective on receipt. CTG 78.3 report CG 6th Army 
coordination planning. Target date for D day 7 Dec. 

Para 4 Logistics at LEYTE. Para 5 Communication. 

Command relative to relations. Time in accordance 
Annex A my Op Plan 15-44. CANF Com7thFlt and Commander 
Central Phib Attack force in Y/ASATFXO Pass to all 
holders CANF OpPlan. 



2295 






















DECEMBER (GCT ) 

02 0254 COMAIRPAC to CINCPnC 


DECLASSIFY 


Following overal plan proposed to implement employment 
Marine VMF squadrons on CVs. (A) Train and qualify 
VMFs-124, 213, 216, 217 at PEARL. (B) On West Coast 
train and qualify VMFs-123, 214, 221, 451, 452 plus 1 
additional VMF nominated by ComMarCarAirGroups. (C) 

Complement each, squadron to be 16 F4U-1D and 150 percent 
pilots. (D) Assign to each squadron p rsonnel for air¬ 
craft maintenance while embarked. (E) Embark 2 Marine 
fitrons in each of 5 CVs with air group complement of 
36 VMF; 31 VF; 4 VF(N); 2 VF(P); 15 VSB; 15 VTB. For 
planning Marine VMF embark VMF 124-213 to ESSEX; VMF 
216-217 to WASP; VMF 123-214 to BENNINGTON; VMF 221-451 
to BUNKER HILL; VMF 452-(nomination) to FRANKLIN. 
ComGenAirFMFPac concurs. Request approval. 

02 1258 OOMENCII and CNO to CINCSV/PA Info CINCPAC; C0M7THFLT . 

MUvCORPS; CHIEF 0? STAFF ARMY: 

Recent carrier aircraft losses and the urgent require¬ 
ment for carrier fighter aircraft complements to be 
increased has necessitated assigning Marine Fighter 
Squadrons to these ships. Marine Fighter Squadrons 
of MAW 1 temporarily assigned Com7thFlt by my 311330 
May are needed for this purpose. Please recommend 
dates their transfer can be effected. 


05 1411 ARNOLD, OOMGENAAFPOA to RICHARDSON for HARMON. CINCPOA . 

Info COMGSNBOKCOM 21. CIRCS'..PA, KENNY. C0KGEN11TH AIR 

FORCE. 


WARX 72670. Rerad Army Air Forces Pacific Ocean Areas, 
10026 dated 4 December 1944. Plans present call for 
assignment of 655 Bombardment Squadron Heavy (Long 
Range Weather Reconnaissance)B-24L weather modified 
for defensive combat only to 20 Air Force with 1 
flight under operational control of each of following: 

Army Air Forces Pacific Ocean Areas, Far East Air 
Force and 11 Air Force under this plan "A" flight 
consisting of Ground Echelon 2 officers 49 enlisted 
men, Air Echelon 1 officer and 21 enlisted men, Flight 
Echelon 16 officers and 24 enlisted men and 4 air¬ 
craft and minimum mainenance equipment will be 
ready to move to MARIANAS as follows: Ground Echelon 
enroute port, Air Echelon 1 January 45, Flight Echelon 

I January 45. "B" Flight consisting of approximately 
same should be ready for movement to Far East Air 
Force 1 March 45 and "C" Flight consisting of 
approximately same should be ready for movement to 

II Air Force 1 March 45. Consideration by this head-~ OQr 
quarters indicated there may be necessity for change c c. ■ 
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ARNOLD, CQMGENAAFPOA to RICHARDSON for HARMON. CINCPO A. 

Info COHGENBOHCOM 21, 0INCS.7PA, KENNY. C0UGEN11TH AIR 

FORCE. (Continued) 

in this plan for following reasons: Para A careful 
study of T West Pacific Weather conditions indicates 
a minimum requirement for 2 flights to be flown daily 
from bases as designated by letter from Deputy Commander 
20 Air Force 6 September 44 to headquarters 20 Air 
Force regarding aircraft for weather reconnaissance 
in order to assure minimum weather coverage necessary 
for tactical operations now being conducted Para B it 
is assumed that additional special weather flights will 
be necessary under varying meteorological conditions 
and tactical requirements para C 1 flight of above 
strength can provide only 1 Long Range weather mission 
(1 Airfraft) perday except that breakdown of equipment 
or sickness of personnel will make daily mission 
impossible. Para D maximum radius of 120 statute miles 
(deducting 150 miles for every AP0B to MAX ceiling 
25000). Therefore since 1 flight can not meet 
requirements the following plan is proposed: Para A 
Entire 655 Bombardment Squadron Heavy (12 aircraft 
unit equipment) be placed under operational control 
of C0MGENAAFP0A and based in MARIANAS for purpose of 
meeting requirements stated above. Para B Additional 
weather reconnaissance units to be provided for 
Southwest Pacific Areas and ALEUTIANS for supporting 
20 Air Force operations. Para C Weather reconnaissance 
squadron to be assigned to 311 reconnaissance Wing 
under Headquarters Army Air Forces for administration 
and housekeeping. If you concur in proposed plan 
effort will be made to prepare "B" and "C" flights 655 
Bombardment Squadron Heavy for movement to MARIANAS 
1 March 45. This headquarters will propose appropriate 
action to provide necessary weather reconnaissance 
units for Southwest Pacific Area and ALEUTIANS. Request 
Comment. 
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CTF 77 to CINCSWPA Info COM 7TH FLT: COHINC H: COM 

3RD FLT: CINCPAC -- 

Summary 7 December. Landing operations ORMOC BAY 
carried out according plan with minor opposition 
encountered ashore. 4 LSM’s and 1 LCI unable retract. 
Will attempt refloat at high water and retire to 
S--Y BAY. Attack force departed objective area about 
1130 I(-9) for return LEYTE GULF. Preliminary 
report damages sustained during numerous air attacks 
thru out the day. WARD APD 16 seriously hit during 
dive bombing attack at 0950 I(-9) and abandoned. 

MAHAN DD 364 also badly damaged by air attack. Both 
WARD and MAHAN ordered sunk by gunfire after removal 
personnel. LIDDLE (APD 60) was suicide crash dive 
on bridge structure. Estimate 8 officers and un¬ 
known number men killed or wounded. LIDDLE reported 
able proceed under own power with emergency steering 
aft. Tug standing by. Fires reported on WALKE 
(DD 723) and OBRIEN (DD 725). Extent damages un¬ 
known. Suicide dive and bombing attack at 1630 I 
(-9) caused minor damage with hit forward on L3T 737. 
Fire on LAM30N DD 367 due to hit on bridge from same 
attack apparently under control. LAM30N under tow 
for return LEYTE. HOPE AH 7 reported under air attack 
about 1900 on 6 December position Lat 10-47 north 
Long 125-30 east while departing LEYTE. Ship was 
illuminated and observing full hospital ship procedure. 
2 bombs missed starboard quarter. No reported damage 
to ship. 


n 
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09 0556 MAC ARTHUR to COM ALLIED NAVAL FORCES (CTF 77 ,/AoATCH) 


COM ALLIED NAVAL FORCEJ (ADV ECH) Info CINCPQA, COM 

3RD?IT, COMGEK 6AI ARMY, OOMGEN 8TH ARMY. C0M7THFLT. 

PTC 7c.3, OTG 77.12. JTU 77.12.7. COMAE 5. CTF 93. 


CX-54574 Follows missions and coordination of 3rd 
Fleet carrier based and SWPA Air for L3 Operation. 

3rd Fleet neutralizes hostile air and shipping in the 
LUZON area U minus 1 through U plus 1 Day; is prepared 
to strike hostile airfields and shipping in LUZON on 
U plus 4 through U plus 6 Day to cover movement of 
U plus 6 ’.VABSRVW echelon; on above days destroys 
hostile shipping on the west coast of LUZON south of 
LINGAYEN (Inclusive) to assist in preventing hostile 
surface reaction against objective area; is prepared 
to strike hostile naval forces in VISAYAN waters and 
westward thereof within range which threaten our 
overwater movements. Para. .Allied Air ?orces with 
494 Bombardment Group (7th Air Force) under operational 
control will neutralize hostile air forces and shipping 
in the BIC0L3-VISAYAS, MINDANAO, SULU ARCHIPELAGO and 
northeastern BORNEO; Provide cover for overwater 
movements as requested by Commander Allied Naval Forces: 
Relieve Allied Naval Forces of an provide day cover 
over objective area and for convoys, and protection 
against hostile surface and underwater forces beginning 
on U Day after the departure of escort carrier: Initiate 
neutralization hostile air and shipping in the LUZON 
area with range of MINDORO at earliest practicable 
date. Para. Allied Naval Forces (escort carriers) 
augmented as arranged with Commander Allied Air Forces 
will provide cover for the amphibious movement and 
protection against hostile air, surface and underwater 
forces to include U Day until relieved by Allied Air 
Forces of this responsibility; will cover and support 
landing on U Day until relieved by Allied Air Forces. 
Para. Dividing line between 3rd Fleet and Southwest 
Pacific Air Forces (including 7th .Air Force) will be: 
14-30 North, 125-00 East; 14-30 North, 121-50 East; 

13-35 North, 121-50 East; Thence due west. 3rd Fleet 
and the Allied Air Forces will exchange information 
when either force strikes in the area of the other. 
Notification should be given as far in advance as 
practicable indicating the target to be attacked, 
approximate scale of effort, the time of attack. 

In emergency notification only is required. The 3rd 
Fleet may at discretion put fighter sweeps into the 
EICOL Area of LUZON without notification. 
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13 0420 CTF 77 to COMCRUDIV 4 Info ALL TF & TG COJ.DRS 7TH FLEET : 

TVPTD ■ n • PA’ ODDPTfni ^r\T ' ATi’iTTr /.mmAnnn . n/virrmrr in 


CIKCPAC; C0I.3RDFLT: COM ARMY.iIRFORCE: C0M5THAERFCRCE; 

COM 308 BOM,'.ENG: COM5Til FIGHTER COMMAND; CIKCSUPA. 

Form Task Group 77.14. Rear Adm Chandler in LOUISVILLE 
MINZ7SAP0LIS C0MDB3R0N 23 in CHARLES AUSBURNE, CONVERSE, 
FOOTE, STERETT, 7.TL30N. Information accordance current 
intelligence summaries. Task. Protect LEYTE GULF and 
close approaches thereto from enemy surface raiding 
forces. Remain at anchor SAN PEDRO on 1/2 hours 
notice or underway in LEYTE GULF as circumstances 
dictate. Be prepared to sortie on short notice. 
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CINCP0A to C0MGENP0A: 

DECLASSIFIED 

0 


Your RJ-42999 (130900). In 
Filbas agreement concurred 
prefer not to ask for the : 

view of the terms of the 
in by your 100044Z I 
release of individual 


junior officers without including the reason for 
requesting the particular individual. Otherwise we 
nay give CIKCS.7PA the impression that the agreement 
is not to be meticulously observed as a matter of 
routine procedure. 





26 0612 CTF 93 to CTO 93.2 Info 30MGEN ARMY ,JRF0R POA. CTG 93.3. 
C0VD-5 GUAM, CTU 93.1.1:94.4.1: 94.4.2; PC 318 FIGHTER 

GROUP, CTF 94. CO 40?U JOI; 21. - 

My orders 2-44 and 4-44 modified during period 29 
December to 10 January inclusive as follows: 

CTG 93*2 with 2 squadrons heavy bombers strike 1,70 JIMA 
daily between 1530 and 1730 K(-10). With 1 Heavy 
Bomber harass 1.10 JIMA every three quarters of an hour 
from dark until 0200 K. Use frage at night. 

26 2050 CINCPAC to C0M3RDFLT, CTF 38 Info CTG 38.1. 38.2. 

COM MR? .0, COUAIRPRC (ADMIM^ 

CTF 3& 250550. 'While appreciating requirements for all 
possible VF strenght in next operation and desirability 
of CTF 38 proposal the current and prospective avail¬ 
ability of VF types indicates that further increases in 
fighter complements at this time may seriously jeopardize 
support of carriers in future important operations. In 
view of the above proposed increases in WASP and ESSEX 
are not approved. __Com3rdFlt 220419 not received by 
ComAirPac or CinCPac. 
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26 0036 CTF 38 for CCMMIRP^C to CINCPAC Info CTF 38, COH3 RDFLT. 

go; :,i rpm (admin) . - 

Due to non availability INTREPID, FRaNKLIN and routine 
overhaul BUNKER HILL for Musketeer Operations have 
authorized temporary complement 91 Fighters, 15 Avengers 
in ESSEX and WASP. This authorization cancelled upon 
completion current operation. 

27 2055 COMJNCH & CITO to CINGPOA Info J0H7TIIFLT. CII T C3'.7P<w 

C0H50PAC. ~ 

Report of Board on LEYTE Base and CinCSWPA endorsement 
received. In general approval appears indicated subject 
to some reductions. The required base components 
additional to those from ESPIRITU are available in U.3. 
except for construction and Medical. 18 CB Battalions 
2 and 1/2 GB Specials and personnel for 6500 hospital 
beds must come from your resources. With reference to 
roll-up ESPIRITU consider that repair situation 
including that for merchant ships may require retention 
ESPIRITU Ship Repair Facilities until new facilities 
that can be provided from U.3.. at LEYTE are operative 
and therefore action on para 3A URSER 004488' of 20 
December should be withheld pending decision. Comment. 

28 2358 CINCPAC to ALPaO Info COMINCH, C0K7THFLEET. COM,/ESSE AFRON 

Effective 1 January 1945 (1) Escort Carrier Force Pacific 
organized as follows: CarDiv 22 SANGAMON 2o Flag 
SU'.VANEE 27 Relief Flag “chEMAKGcT 28 SANTEE 29 para. 

GARDIV 23 KETKUN BAY 71 Flag HOGGATT BAY 75 Relief 
Flag WAKE ISLAND 65 NSHENTA BAY 74 SHAMROCK BAY 84 
ANZIO 57 (A3W). Para. CarDiv 24 MARCUS ISLAND 77 
Flag SHIPLEY BAY 85 RelieT 'Flag JIWO ISLAND 78 
OMMANSY BAY 79 STEAMER BAY 87 G0RRSGID0R 58 (AS',/) . 

Para. CARDIV 25 S AGINAW BAY 32 Flag NATOMA BAY 62 
Relief Flag PETROF BAY 80 RUDYSRD BAY 81 SARGENT BAY 
83 TULAGI 72 (A3,7). Para. CarDiv-26 MAU N ISLAND 93 
Flag FANSHAW BAY 70 Relief Flag. MANILA BAY 6l LUNGA 
POINT 94 BISK ARK SEA 95 SALAMAUA 96 (A3W) . Para. 

C arDiv 27 BLOCK ISLAND 106 Flag GILBERT ISLANDS 107 
!!ULA GUtlT'108 CAPE GLOUCESTER 109 VELLA GULF 111 
3IE0NEY 112. (2) Carrier Training Squadron organized 
as follows: CarDiv 11 SARATOGA (CV-3) Flag TRIPOLI 
64 KASAAN BAY 69 MAKASSAR STRAIT 91. Para. CarDiv 12 
RANGER (CV-4) Flag TAKANI3 BAY 89 MATANIKAU 101 
COWMENCEMENT BAY 105. (3) Carrier Transport Souadron 
reorganized as follows: LONG ISLAND 1 COPAHEE 12 
NASSAU 16 ALTAMAHA 18 BARNES 20 BRETON 23 C.A3A BLANCA 
55 HITE PLAINS 66 KALININ BAY 68 K4DASHAN BAY 76 
SITKOH BAY 86 CAPE ESPHRANCE 88 THETIS BAY 90 WINDHAM 
BAY 92 HOLLAND IA 97 KV/AJALEIN 98 ADMIRALTY ISLANDS 99 
BOUGAINVILLE 100 ATTU 102 ROI 103 HONDA 104. Para. HMS 
RAJAH HMS TRACKER and HNS ATHELING are assigned to 2302 
igge^atignal control of ComCarTransRonPac upon reportirg 
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29 0158 Cl NOP AC ADMIN to C0M3RD ? LT. GTF 38. C0M AIRP4C. info 

COMAIRPAO ADI JIT. CTG 38.1. CTG 38.2.' - 

Refer CinCPac 281005 which cancels my 262050. 

30 0415 CINC EAST PLT to CINCPAC Info COMSOWESPAC COHCRU- 

RON 4 COMDESDIV 48 CAPTS DP IN COMPANY USS DALY. 

Request I may send a party to MANUS to investigate 
the facilities that we shall require to place there 
(2) the party would consist of RAdm Brind (Commanding 
Cruisers) in HMS SV'IFTSURE, RAdm Fisher (Commanding 
Fleet FORMING ) in HMS HOWE accompanied by 3 des¬ 
troyers ("3) an oiler will also be sent (4) the party 
would arrive at MANUS in mid January (5) information 
is also requested with regards the discharging at 
the airfield provisions for the British Pacific 
Fleet at MANUS. 


31 2359 CINCPOA to COM 14. C0MGEN1OTHARMY, C0MF7.DAREA CENTPAC . 
COMGENPOA, C0I.IS0PAC. COM ARGILS AREA info CNO / 

I hereby delegate to each action addee my full 
authority and charge with responsiblity to take, 
in the ports and areas under their respective 
control, whatever action is neeuea to carry out 
the full intent of the Joint Chiefs of Staff as 
expressed in JCS 100345 and my 202346. This con¬ 
firms and makes of record the assignment of respons¬ 
ibility and authority described in my personal 
letters of 17 December to each aadee. 

01 0949 CTG 94.9 to CTF 94 Info CTF S3; CINCPAC. 

CINCPAC 010731. Am getting underway with CruDiv 5 
and 5 or 6 destroyers at 2100 K(-10) 1 January. 

Will execute CTF 94 Operation Order 6-44 on January 
4th instead of January 5th unless directed otherwise. 
Para. Could arrive OHILH TNN time 0700 K(-10) 

January 3rd but no chance undetected approacli 
with resultant escape of enemy ships. Para. Request 
early advise if not practicable CTF 93 to rearrange 
to 4th Fit 4 January. 

01 0708 CINCPOA to CINCSWPA info C0M7TIIFLT. 
















In order avoid confusion with the earlier battle of the 
Philippines Sea and to clearly establish uniform 
identity of the various main actions between Japanese 
and U.3. Naval Forces on 25 Oct., the following names 
are proposed: Battle of 3URIGA0 STRAIT, Battle 'of SAMAR 
Battle of CAPE ENGANO. Your concurrence requested. 
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06 1127 MACARTHUR Via C(U7thFLT To CCM3rdFLT CINCPAC Info C CM INCH COB ARMY. 


Southwest Pacific foroes will be in readiness to execute either ABSTRACT 
(HANSA BAY) or MERCANTILE (MANUS IS) operation by about mid March, moon 
conditions dictating about 24 March reference Com 12»s 050002 from Halsey. 
Availability of amphibious craft will not permit simultaneous execution 
these two operations. 2 possible plans based on availability of amphib¬ 
ious equipment are: Plan 1, MERCANTILE-FOREARM (KAVIENG) 24 March, AB¬ 
STRACT 22 April; Plan 2: ABSTRACT 24 March, MERCANTILE-FOREAEM 22 May. 
Plan 1 favored as getting in with overall sequences for the Pacific 
theater and greater speed in the execution of both operations. (C-172) 

I desire to stabili g e planning on Plan 1. Consequently CcmSoPao's ear¬ 
ly concurrence desired. MERCANTILE operation under either plan will 
require coverage by ship based planes. Weather front conditions in 
WHIMSICAL area during the Northwest Mohaoon which extends into May 
makes uncertain that land based aviation from BACKHANDER (CAPE GLOU¬ 
CESTER) and MICHAELMAS (SAIDOR) oan assure coverage of carriers oper¬ 
ating in WHIMSICAL (BISMARCK SEA). There must be sufficient earrier 
based aviation to insure protection of the carriers as well as to cover 
the landing at MERCANTILE in oase land based aviation is blooked off by 
weather front. CinCPac commitment of oarriers required. 

07 0521 CINCFAC to CINC SOWESPAC Info CCMINCH CCMSOPAC CCM7thFLEET. 

(Deo) :-- 

HICOM. Current plans contemplate Btrategio support of MERCANTILE 
FOREARM operation by strongest practicable carrier attack on Japanese 
fleet units at TRUK and operations by carriers fast battleships light 
forces and submarines to destroy or contain the enemy fleet. Con¬ 
currently it is intended to assign for direct support MERCANTILE FORE¬ 
ARM total of 8 escort oarriers and not more than 1 fast carrier group. 

Your 061127. Suggest desireability staggering assaults 2 or 3 days 
sufficiently to permit shifting air support from FOREARM to MERCANTILE 
or vice versa and that weather conditions whioh interfere with land 
based aviation will likewise affect carrier borne aviation. In order 
that all operations concerned may be completely coordinated suggest 
conference at PEARL attended by your representative at time to be 
set by Admiral Halsey incident to his return from Washington. CominCh 
deliver to Halsey. 

08 0113 CINCSOWESPAC to CINCPOA Info CCMINCH, CCM3rdFLT C C M7thFLT . 

(Jan) 

HICOM. Concur fully in general program set forth in your 070521. 

(XC-140) 



12 0107Z MARSHALL to Admiral Nimitz Info Richardson Harmon. 

(Jan) " 

9410 12th. Richardson has submitted request for increased personnel 
for his headquarters totaling an overall inorease of 600 offioers, 54 
warrant offioers and 1866 enlisted men. We are ready to approve imm¬ 
ediately an increase of 58 officers 4 warrant offioers and 302 enlisted 
men to meet part of his requirements. The remainder of the inorease 
requested is under study. 
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12 0107 Marshall to Nimitz --continued-- 




DECLASSIFIED 


Physical availability of personnel has become a critical 
problem to the extent that most of our combat divisions are under 
strength* It is neoessary to explore every souroe of personnel in 
order to provide those essential to the success of operations* 

A superficial examination indicates that there are troops 
in rear areas in the Pacific considerably in excess of requirements. 

I would appreciate your views as to what reallocation of personnel 
and units, if any, oan be effected to meet the requirements indicated 
by Richardson. 


As Commander in Chief, Pacific Ooean Areas, it is the War 
Departments desire to afford you the maximum latitude in reallocation 
of Army forces and personnel to insure maximum efficiency in the em¬ 
ployment of each individual man. I would greatly appreciate your 
frank comments and recommendations in this regard* 

12 0351 CINCPOA to C0MS0PAC . 

This is HICOM . Request photographio reconnaissance of TRTJK Atoll and 
outlying positions as practicable be completed in time to make objec¬ 
tive data available for HAILSTONE operation in connection MERCANTILE- 
FOREARM. 

18 0205 COmhFLEET to CCMINCH Info CINCPAC CCM3rdFLT . 

This is HICOM . The Australian Commonwealth Naval Board has informed 
me that advice has been received from the Admiralty that the following 
shipB are to be ready to leave the Eastern Fleet about the end of March 
1944 to form the British Pacific Force. RENOWN. ILLUSTRIOUS. VIC¬ 
TORIOUS. CAMBIA. CEYLON. PHOEBE. SPARTAN. 12 DD's. 10 Frigates. 

Depot ships WOOLWICH, UNICORN and RESOURCE. Also that further advioe 
will be forthcoming concerning escort carriers and as to reinforcements 
to be sent at the end of 1944. 

Above constituted official notioe as required by agreement 
077212 of 17 December 1942 relative logistic support. 

23 1510 JCS to CINC SOWESPAC Info COMSOPAC CINCPOA . 

UTM OST S ECRET - . 

1* Task. 

On completion of CARTWHEEL, operations will be undertaken 
for seizure or control of the BISMARCK ARCHIPELAGO with forces of the 
South and Southwest Pacific Areas* The advance along the north ooast 
of NEW GUINEA will be continued in accordance with Sextant decisions* 

2• Command• 

These operations will be under the command of the Commander 
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23 1510 JCS to CINC SOWESPAC —continued— 



declassified 


in Chief, Southwest Pacifio Area, South Pacifio Forces, operating 
for the seizure or control of the KAVIENG area, will be employed under 
the direct oommand of ComSoPac. 


3, Forces* 

Additional naval support and assault shipping for the 
BISMARCK ARCHIPELAGO operation will be furnished by CINCPOA as dir¬ 
ected by Joint Chiefs of Staff, 

4, General oover for the BISMARCK ARCHIPELAGO operations will 
be furnished by CINCPOA as directed in 231615, 


5. The target date for the BISMARCK ARCHIPELAGO operation is 
1 April 1944. 


25 1515 JCS to CINCPOA Info CINCSOWESPAC CCMSOPAC WAR DEPARTMENT . 

MOST SECRET. Kinkaid pass to MaoArthur Niraitz pass to Riohardson. 
Halsey give to Harmon. 



1, Operations for seizure or control of BISMARCK ARCHIPELAGO 
and for the advance along NEW GUINEA will be conducted under the 
command of the Commander Southwest Pacifio Area, as directed in 231610. 


* 



2. You will provide oover for BISMARCK ARCHIPELAGO operations 
by destroying or containing the Japanese Fleet. These covering oper¬ 
ations will remain under your direct command. 

3. You will furnish CinCSoWesPac additional assault shipping 
and Naval support forces for operations against the BISMARCK ARCHIP¬ 
ELAGO as directed by the Joint Chiefs of Staff. Target date for the 
BISMARCK ARCHIPELAGO operations is 1 April 1944. 


23 1620 JCS to CINCSOWESPAC CINCPOA Info CCMSOPAC. 


-UTMO ST OBCRET . This refers to directive to CinCSoWesPao for action 
and to CinCPOA and ComSoPao for information 231510. It is desired 
that your or your designated representatives oonsider at the confer¬ 
ence to be held at PEARL Q n 27 January the additional naval support 
and assault shipping required for BISMARCK ARCHIPELAGO operations and 
submit your recommendations to the Joint Chiefs of Staff without delay. 



1 


25 1303 COMINCH * CNO to CINCPOA CINCSOWESPAC Info COMSOPAC WAR DEPT. 


U T MOST 3BCRB f i> British propose that they send into Pacifio about 
April A Task "Force from Eastern Fleet consisting of 1 CC 2 CV 4 CL 
12 DD 10 Frigates 1 AD 1 AR and 1 ARV. Total aircraft complement 
42 TBR 56 VF» Antiaircraft batteries in addition to 4.5 , t include 
PamPam barrels CC 12 CV 24 CL 8 to 12 also OELIKONS from 16 to 6. 

British cannot provide shore based support to their airoraft. Your 
comments and recommendations desired on suitability for employment 
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25 1303 COMINCH k CNO to CINCPOA CINCSOVYESPAC — continued — 




in your areas. If not considered suitable what modifications in 
armament do you recommend. If suitable recommended employment 
and date desired in area with comments on logistic implications. 

War Dept concurs in despatch this message. 

26 2130 CINCPAC to COMINCH info CINCSOWESPAC COMSOPAC . 

HiCom. Movements of carriers fast battleships and attached light 
forces will be governing factor. Your 242123. They should cover 
newly seized positions in MARSHALLS until shore installations permit 
effeotive operation of our aircraft then return to Central and South 
Pacific Bases for voyage and battle repairs and rehabilitation of air 
groups and preparations to make the HAILSTONE operations as effective 
as possible since it is the best opportunity now in prospect to bring 
enemy fleet to action. Movements of APA's and fire support ships can 
be adjusted as necessary to meet 20 March date. Consider estimate of 
April 1st more in accordance with probable developments but concur in 
earlier date for planning purposes in order to bo ready to capitalize 
on more favorable developments. Much depends on extant of damage in¬ 
flicted on enemy in all areas in next 2 months. 

27 0541 CTP 57 to CinCPOA. 


HiCom for Admiral Nimitz . Hale returns with report on planned early 
reorganization this force as follows. He is to command and operate 
all shore based air and plan execute and report on all offense air 
operations. I am to handle search, shore installations, etc. in fact 
a divided command in which he is responsible to you for the fighting 
and I do the housekeeping. He seems very sure of his statements. I 
cannot believe plan for such a radical change with its many angles 
both internal and for the war effort would be made without being re¬ 
ferred here. Above same as proposal made by ComGenCentPac in your 
secret security letter 002452 October 26 ref. C Enclosure 2. Please 
enlighten me. 

29 1756 COMINCH k CNO to CINCPAC . 

HiCom . Your 222141 referred to War Department who .state instructions 
clarifying issue have been sent Generals Richardson Ryan and Hale. 
Inform me if not satisfactory to you. 
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12 0503 CINCPOA to CTF 57 Info CCMGENCENTPAC COMCENPACFOR . 

This is HiCom. My 150433 December. To ensure adequate effectiveness Army 
heavy repeat heavy bombardment units later, desire they be placed in rest 
status until 20 January. Their routine strikes may be suspended except in 
emergency or in case vitally important targets are available. 

13 0213 CTF 57 to CINCPOA . 

HiCom. Your 120503 affirmative. Yifill explain as a period' of consolidation 
incident moving from ELLICE to GILBERT Bases. Flying in 3 medium and 4 heavy 
squadrons on 15th. My 080135 things going nicely here under chief of staff 
Colonel Carr. 

14 0202 COMSOPAC to CINCPAC Info COMCENPAC COMAIRCENPAC COMAIRSOPAC . 

This is HiCom. Will be prepared. Your 130230. To strike NAURU as situation 
dictates. Request advise dates when these strikes will be most effective 
connection your operations. 

14 1953 CINCPAC to COMSOPAC info COMINCH. 


HiCom. Your 140550. Your representations will of course receive full 
consideration. However with total of only 4 to 5 carrier groups available 
assignment of more than 1 to direct support is inconsistent with concept 
of carrier attack on ANACONDA in maximum strength. Accordingly planning 
will proceed on basis given you in ny 070521 for the present. Success of 
HAILSTONE operation and safety of forces engaged requires that eneny aircraft 
be primary objective first attack. Proposal your 140028 therefore unaccept¬ 
able. Desire reconnaissance be conducted accordance my 120351. 

18 0330 CINCPAC to CTF 57, COMSOPAC Info COMCENT?ACFOR. 


HiCom. Commencing D minus 10 FLINTLOCK ComSoPac report daily with info to 
other adees the presence or absence of enemy aircraft at NAURU. If planes 
are operating therofPom ComSoPac strike NAURU fields on D minus 7 and D minus 
5 days. Para. Provided there are positive indications that planes from 
there are searching the area towards the GILBERTS CTF 57 strike NAURU on 
D minus 6 and D minus 4 days. 


2308 













23 1510 JCS to CirC SOWESPAC Info COLTSOPAC CINCPOA. 


seers S>. Task. On completion of CARTWilEEL, operations will be 
undertaken for seizure or control of the 3ISMARH ARCHIPELAGO with 
forces of the South and Southwest Pacific Areas. The advance alone 
the north coast of IJEVT GUINEA will be continued in accordance with 
Sextant decisions. Command. These operations will be under the 
command of the Commander in Chief, Southwest Pacific Aren. South 
Pacific Forces, operating for the seizure cr control c° the KAVIENG 
Area, will be employed under the direct command of ComSoPac. 

Forces. Additional na^al support and assault shipping for the 
BISL1ARK ARCHIPELAGO operation, will be p urnished by CinCPOA as directed 
by Joint Chiefs of Staff. General cover for the BIS1.IARK \RCHIPELAGO 
operations will he furnished by CinCPOA as directed in 331515. A he 
target date 00 for the BISHARK ARCHIPELAGO operation is 1 April 1944. 

23 1515 JCS to CINCPOA Info CINCSOWESPAC COMSOB C WAR DEPARTLENT. 


Ilbst Kinkaid pass to Mac Arthur Uiraitz pass to Richardson. 

Halsey give to Hannon. Operations for seizure or control of BISHARK 
ARCHIPELAGO and for the advance along HEIST GUINEA will be conducted 
under the command of the Commander Southwest Pacific Area, as directed 
in 231510. You will provide cover for 3ISMARK ARCHIPELAGO operations 
by destroying or containing the Japanese Fleet. These covering operations 
will remain under your direct command. You will furnish CinCSowesPnc 
additional assault shipping ar.d naval support forces for operations 
against the BISMARK ARCHIPELAGO as directed by the Joint Chiefs of 
Staff. Target date for the 3ISMARK ARCHIPELAGO operations is 1 April 1944. 

23 1520 JCS to CINCSOWESPAC CINCPOA Info COMSOPAC. 






Utm-v s t s - .c re*. This refers to directive to CinCSowesPac for action 
and to CinCPOA and ComSo^ae for information 231510, It is desired that 
youf* or your designated representatives consider at the conference to 
be held at PEARL on 27 January the additional naval support and assault 
shipping required for 3ISMARK ARCHIPELAGO operations and submit your 
recommendations to the Joint Chiefs of Staff without delay. 
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05 0623 COMATRSOPAC to CINCPAC COMCENTPAC COMSOPAC. 


This is Hicom. 2 Photo-Liberators over TRUK saw probably 2 CV 3 B3 
6 CA 20-25 CL and DD, anchorage southwest DUBLON Island. 19-22 AK 
and AP East DUBLON Island. Airfields locate - Bomber North 
MOEN, Fighter Southwest MOEN, Fighter North DUBLON. Fighter and 
Bomber ETEN. Probable airfields Northeast FEFAN and Northwest UDOT. 

CL anohored Northeast MOEN 2 CA or CL at TOL Island fuel dock. Heavy 
gun positions UDOT Island, Western sections TOL Island. Hospital ship 
North SAND Island. Housing area Southeast DUBLON excessively large. 
Warehouse area South of Bomber strip MOEN large and complete. This 
based on pilot interrogation photo interpretation later. 

12 0505 CINCPAC to COMSOPAC COMAIRPAC CO,CENTPAC COMSKRVPAC info COMINCH COM 7TH FL' 


HiCom. All Officers who attended the recent conference at PEARL HARBOR 
should be reminded that the discussions with representatives of the CinC 
SWPA were informative of views of individuals only, that no decisions were 
reached and no commitments made* Except as provided by subsequent dir¬ 
ectives the GRANITE Campaign Plan will be used as a guide for long range 
planning, as a basis for acquiring and preparing forces and for providing 
means for their logistic support. Attention is particularly invited to 
. the. extracts from CCS 417 slant 2 quoted on page 3 of the GRANITE Plan. 

02 2941 JOINT CHIEFS OF STAFF to MACARTHUR & RICHARDSON pass to NIMITZ . 

729-2ND In clarification paragraph 5 CCS 417/2 the Joint Chiefs of Staff 
have decided that our first major objective in the war against JAPAN will 
be the vital LUZON-FORMOSA-CHINA COAST Area. Strategy will be directed 
to attain this objective by tlhe most direct and expeditious course possible. 
Direction of such strategy, including allocation of means, continues to be 
the function of the Joint Chiefs of Staff. As indicated in paragraph 7F 
CCS 417/2 planning should be conducted on a basis which will permit flexi¬ 
bility in adjusting operations to the developing situation. To this end 
plans should be prepared for all probable operations. Timely recommenda¬ 
tions regarding the adjustment of succeeding operations to the changing 
situation will be required by Chiefs of Staff. 


w 
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March (GCT) 

10 0126 MARSHALL to MCARTHUR, RICHARDS ON, HARM ON info NIMITZ, HALSEY , 

The Conbined Chiefs of Staff have given consideration to a memorandum 
received by the British Chiefs of Staff from Mr. Hash on behalf of 
the New Zealand Government asking opinion and advise on the best way 
the 3ritish Commonwealth war effort can be served by Hew Zealand. 



In CCS 499 dated 26 February 1944 the British Chiefs of Staff recom¬ 
mended that the immediate need for manpower in Hew Zealand should be 
met by temporary withdrawal of the 2 Hew Zealand brigade groups engaged 
in the Solomon Islands and when developments in the European Theater 
permits, part or all of the New Zealand division committed in Italy 
should be withdrawn to constitute a complete division for further op¬ 
erations in the Pacific in 1945. British conclude that if Hew Zealand 
output of meat and dairy products, required to meet the urgent demands 
of U.S. forces in South Pacific Area and of the United Kingdom, is to 
be maintained. New Zealand farms will require additional manpower by 
next August. 

The U.S. Chiefs of Staff in CCS 499/l dated 28 February 1944 concurred 
in the above recommendation by the British Chiefs of Staff subject to 
the following: (A) The New Zealand Government should be requested to 
furnish definite figures to the Combined Chiefs of Staff on the number 
of men required from the New Zealand armed forces for the purpose 
indicated. (B) Withdrawals made from Hew Zealand Array forces in South- 
Southwest Pacific should be considered as a whole rather than consider¬ 
ation being limited solely to the 3rd New Zealand division. The Com¬ 
mander, South Pacific Area and South Pacific Forces> should therefore 
confer with the New Zealand Government and jointly determine the units 
"I’oJ which these withdrawals will be made. (C) Withdrawals should not 
be made prior to completion of forearm and Mercantile and the consoli¬ 
dation of positions thereafter. 

On 6 March the British Chiefs of Staff approved the above conditi ns 
stipulated by the U.S. Chiefs of Staff and informed the New Zealand 
Government. 


Navy Department desired that Admirals Nimitz and Halsey be informed that 
copies of pertinent papers on this subject were dispatohed by courier 
6 March by Navy Department to CinCPOA and ComSoPac with information that 
New Zealand Government would probably approach Admiral Halsey reference 
arrangements New Zealand forces. 


Additional copies of CCS 499 series are beingAby War Department courier 
to cite SoPac and ComGenSoPac for information dispatched. 
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March (GCT ) 

yl2 2319 JOINT CHIEFS OF STAFF to MACARTHUR, RICHARDSON pass to NIMITZ, NIMITZ to 
989-12th HALSEY. 

1. With reference to our dispatch of 2 March / (4785 to CinCSWPac, 729 to 
ComGenCenPac) the Joint Chiefs of Staff have further decided that the most 
feasible approach to the FORMOSA-LUZON-CHINA area is by way of MARIANAS- 
CAROLINES-PALAU-MINDANAO area, and that the control of the MARIANAS-CAROLINE- 
PALAU area is essential to the projection of our forces into the former area, 
and their subsequent effective employment therefrom. Examination leads us 
to the decision that effective lodgment in the former area will be attained 
by the following main courses of action: 

favieVGr 

a. Cancellation of FOREARM. Complete the isolation of the RABAUL- 
KAVIENG area with the minimum commitment of forces. 

b. Early completion of MANUS occupation and development as an air 
ancT fleet base. • 

c_. Occupation of HOLLANDIA by CinCSOWESPac, target date 15 April 1944. 
The objective is the establishment of heavy bombardment aircraft for 
preliminary air bombardment of the PALAUS and neutralization of WESTERN 
NEW GUINEA-HALMAHERA area. 

d. Establish control of MARIANAS-CAROLINES-PALAU area by PETER OBOE 
ABIE Forces. 

(1) By neutralization of TRUK. 

(2) By occupation of the SOUTHERN MARIANAS, target date 15 June. 

The objective is to secure control of sea communications 
through the CENTRAL PACIFIC by isolating and neutralizing the 
CAROLINES and by the establishment of sea end air bases for 
operations against Japanese sea routes and long range air 
attacks against the Japanese HOMELAND. 

(3) Occupation of the PALAUS by POA Forces, target date 15 Sep¬ 
tember. The objective is to extend the control of the eastern 
approaches to the PHILIPPINES and FORMOSA, and to establish 
a fleet and air base and forward staging area for the support 
of operations against MINDANAO, FORMOSA and CHINA. 

e. Occupation of MINDANAO by SoWESPAC Forces, supported by the Pacific 
Fleet, target date 15 November. The objective is establishment of air 
forces to reduce and contain Japanese Forces in the PHILIPPINES prepara¬ 
tory to a further advance to FORMOSA either directly or via LUZON, and 
to conduct air strikes against enemy installations in the N. E. I. 


- Continued - 
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12 2319 JOINT CHIEFS OF STAFF - Continued - 


KfllSSff® 


£• Occ^ugation of FORMOSA, target date 15 February 1945, or occupation 
of LUZONasuch operations prove necessary prior to the move on FORMOSA, 
target date 15 February 1945, Planning responsibilities as follows: 
FORMOSA - CinCPOA; LUZON - CinCSCWESPAC. 

2. Action addressees submit to Joint Chiefs of Staff and to each other at 
earliest practicable date outline operation plans to support the foregoing 
concept. 

3. We direct that CinCSWPA: 

/<ASr£*'* 

(A) Cancel FOREARM operation and complete the isolation of the RABAUL- 
KAVIENG area with the minimum commitment of forces. 

(B) Expedite occupation and development of the ADMIRALTIES as a base for: 

(1) SWPA air forces to complete the neutralization of RABAUL and KAVTENG 
and assist in the neutralization of TRUK and PALAU. 

(2) POA air forces to assist in the neutralization of TRUK and PALAU. 

(3) Units of the United States Fleet as required by the Joint Chiefs 
of Staff. 

(C) Should additional air base facilities be required, EMIRAU and MUSSAU 
should be occupied and developed for.this purpose. 

(D) Occupy HOLLANDIA, target date 15 April. Forces available are those 
assigned your area plus Pacific Ocean Area Forces allocated for FOREARM- 
MERCANTILE, excluding those Marine Units assigned for these operations. 
Fast carrier groups.and old battleships ^ All Pacific Fleet APA, AKA, 
AGC, allocated for'PGREM-IJER^TI^-A^mUT will be returned to 
GUADALCANAL or other designated SOPAC ports and released to CinCPOA not 
later than 5 May. Pacific Fleet combatant vessels including CarDivs 
20-2 and 20-4 with screens will be released by you and returned to 
CinCPOA control not later than 5 May. 

(E) Following HOLLANDIA, with available forces conduct operations along 
NEW GUINEA Coast and such other operations as may be feasible in prep¬ 
aration for support of the PALAU operation and the assault on MINDANAO. 


- Continued 
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12 2319 JOINT CHIEFS OF STAFF - Continued - 


DECLASSIFIED 


4. We direct that CinCPOA: 

(A) Institute and intensify to greatest practicable degree aerial bombard¬ 
ment of the CAROLINES from bases in MARSHALLS and ADMIRALTIES in order 
to hasten the neutralization of TRUK and the other islands of this 
group. Conduct carrier strikes against MARIANAS, PALAUS, CAROLINES, 
and other profitable targets. 

(B) Provide r for the occupation of HOLLANDIA and other operations in the 
SOUTHWEST PACIFIC area. 

(C) Occupy the SOUTHERN MARIANAS target date 15 June, and establish land 
based aircraft, VLR bases and secondary naval facilities. 

(D) Occupy the MARIANAS-PALAU Line. 

5. We direct that CinCPOA and CinCSWPA or their representatives confer 
and prepare plans for the coordinated and mutual support of the operations 
ordered in paragraphs 3 and 4. 

6. With reference to the forces of the SOUTHWEST and PACIFIC OCEAN AREAS, 
a redeployment is now under way and completion will be expedited. 


♦END* 
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/ 13 1107 CIHCSWPA (VIA CIH7THTLT) to COM 3RD FLT info CINCPOA, COM INCH . 

In accord with instructions ^rom the Joint Chiefs of Staff carried in 
radiogram 5171-12th operations ins tructions number 44/3 for the seizure 
and occupation of the FOREAIftr* *apea are revoked. (XC-2038) you will seize, 
occupy and defend BEEFSTEAK^^eistfi&lish therein air and light naval forces 
to assist in the air and naval blockade o f*'*K!k6 < fkt*'B.n d in the neutrali¬ 
zation of ANACONDA^continuing your pre|jn^ A nav^ and air activities in 
neutralization of FOREA&t and MEMSAHIEiT The BEEFSTEAK operation will be 
conducted with minimum ground combat forces at the earliest practicable 
date. Advise when the attack may be initiated and your Outline Plan. 
MacArthur. - Hnnrl]a-th i s -a*- most s e c iret-r 


13 2147 JCS to MACARTHUR, NIMITZ Info RICHARDSON, HALSEY . 

1001-13th. It is the desire of the Joint Chiefs of Sta 


n 


at the. 


iwing 

Marine units in the ^outh Pacific Area assigned for the $5R£ARM-MliiR(5AN¥ILE 
Operations be released to the control of CINCPOA immediately, namely 3rd 
Marine Division, 4th Marine Regiment, and 9th and 14th Marine Defense 
Battalions. Ninitz pass to Halsey . 

v 14 0144 CINCPOA to CINCS07/ESPAC, Info COMINCIl, COMSOPAC, CCM7THFLT . 

HiCom. JCS 122319. In support of HOLLANDIA and operations in BISMARCK^^. 
Aroanlan to launcjT^n. out simultaneious 2 day attacks on FULLCRY/ 

• V0CALL3T and DOWNPOUR with all available fast carrier-battleship grcmps. 
about! JVgril followed by similar attacks about 6 days later on ANACONDA 
5 /jtAwA/V/^'V'^ a nd ESRICHtjj^Desire also to employ GarDiv 22 to augment oarrier strength 
against FUIAC^Y if such employment will not interfere with your plans. 

If satisfactory to you will release this division in BISMARCK Area about 
5 April. Request reply as early as possible as to your concurrence this 
plan and employment CarDiv 22. Para. Request your cooperation by (A) 
e arly ^ tablishment,of long ^a^ge seagc^ to cover sea area insofar as prac- 
"^^able i RA TT RAP-^Ml^^FDLLC%-A N A(WlDA rectangle (B) ^intensifying to max 
mum degree aerial bombardment enemy air bases along lii^e ^RAxTRAP-NORTH MX 
COAST of ^ENTRa£ dinLn^ pas sage of fleet to and from FULLCR? Area (C) 
neutralization of DOralFOUR by air bombardment during ANACONDA-ENRIGH at¬ 
tacks. Will advise firm dates later. 


v 14 0941 





CINCSOWESPAC VIA CCM7THFLT to CIHCPAC Info CCMINCH, CCM3RDFLT,C/S WAR DEPT . 

HiCom. UR 140144. Success of RECKLESS Operation is definitely,dependent 
upon strike by carrier based planes on enemy air dromes at RECKLESS and to 
westward which cannot be neutralized by shore based planes from present 
available hases. Plan employ CarDiv 22 and CerDiv 24 cover convoys enroute 
to and in landing areas. Sim u 1 +£n.eous. iA9RC after daylight will be 

made at pEffi)££fjTlON, uOTfi^ksi’ana NOISELESS .Desire strike by 2 fast 
oarrier groups on RECKLESS ani STICKATNOUGHT air dromes on Dog minus^^ DOG 
Day and DOG plus 1. UhSsSAILABLE sLould be hit if practicable. RECKLESS wil 
have been partially neutralized by land based air but nothing to westward 
can be reached. Request your proposed jcj^n^for distant support be modified 
accordingly. Employment CarDiv 22 in FILuNIY operation as suggested is 
satisfactory, replacement of planes and logistics to be arranged later* 
(continued next page) 23lo 
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CIMGSOVVESPAC VIA C0M7THFLT 140941 - Continued 

A pr,,*Al-TV /J 

Referring your specific requests (A) airfield in BREWER will be rushed 
to completion. Because of bombing missions by 5th air foroe it will be 
necessary employ search planes from SoPac to cover ocean areas. (B) 
Bombardment enemy air bases will be intensified as requested, (c) Will 
comply provided air strips and planes are available in BREWER. New 
subject. My present intention is to request delay target date to 
22 April. 

15 0306 CINCPQA to CINCSOWESPAC info COM 7TH FLEET, COMSO PAC. 

Your 140941. This is HiCom. Provision of adequate and through aircraft 
search ahead of the advance of fleet into this particular area is con¬ 
sidered most important to success of FULLCRY^operalion. Are there any 
objections to moving forward to one of your advanced bases experienced 
search aircraft from SoPac for the duration of this operation. 2nd info 
addressee advise of the feasibility of such a move. As alternative is 
it feasible for patrol planes in SoPac to make the requisite searches. 

15 0525 CINCPQA to CCMINCH info CCMGENCENTPAC, COM 12, COMGEN SAN FRAN POE . 

Movements of 5 Army Divisions scheduled to and from Hawaiian Area during 
March, April, May and June present increasing certainties of conflict 
with and hazard to mounting dates of CentPac operations. It is impera¬ 
tive that following situation be known and action taken as indicated. 
98th Division must arrive at OAHU and 33rd Division depart therefrom by 
end of April in aooeleration of existing firm agreements for movement 
those Divisions. 81st Division cannot be accepted for arrival late May 
as desired by War Department but must be scheduled to reach OAHU not 
before 15 June with consequent delay in departure 38th Division for 
SoWesPac. Foregoing stipulations mandatory due to physical limitations 
of ports and facilities Hawaiian Area. Of corresponding concern is 
prospective freeze out of many other personnel units of all services 
from troop lift during March, April and June as result of priorities 
given to Amy Divisions during those months. Assume that factor has 
been and will be given every possible consideration in making up joint 
priority lists. Desire Admiral Sheman and General Leavey acquainted 
foregoing and request War Department similarly informed. ComGenCenPac 
concurs. 

15 0538 ComSoPac AdVon to ALL TFC'S SOPAC info CINCSOWESPAC, CINCPAC, CO?.'INCH , 

7 BH FLEET, C CM GEN 5TH AIRFORCE. 

D-Day for seizure BEEFSTEAK March 20th East longitude. Despatch opera¬ 
tion plan later, j ^wt 
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>/ 16 0614 


CINCSWPA (Via COM 7TH FLT) to CINCPOA info CQM3RDFLT. 



06595. "Believed excellent solution to utilize SoPac search planes on 
Southwest Pacific airdr^csj^C2127) reference your 150306. These 
planes will be based on 5\m2IILE and operate fran forward airdromes at 
AOTCMOBILE, REDHERJ^ING, and MIC^f&iAS. Searches will be supplemented 
ashecesfaryijy planes from 5th Air Force and PBYs. Estimated tf^d’AN- 
TILE will be ready for heavy bombers about 7 April. It is feasible for 
PBYs to supplement searches during darkness PBYs not considered practi¬ 
cable as an alternate! 1 <jr d»r searches. 2 Catalina squadrons will be¬ 
gin operations from M^RciWlLE about 1 April to furnish night coverage 
sea areas to the north with operations by a limited number of planes in 
a few days from now. I desire to render all practicable assistance to 
the operations of the fleet. MacArthur." 


V 16 1051 CCMAIRSQPAC to COMSOPAC ADVCH info CINCSOVJESPAC CINCPAC . 

Answering your HiCom 150306 without knowing substance of CinCSoYfesPac 
140941. Assuming 7 l 000 foot runway and essential fixed collateral facili¬ 
ties available in ADMIRALTIES it is feasible to operate a Mike sector 
search for 1000 miles radius for limited period with 1 full squadron PB4Y. 
This would cover sector between ULITHI and HELEN REEF on HO Chart 1500 
but would probably require detour from close proximity enemy air bases. 
HGLLANDIA would furnish base for deeper penetration enemy waters if simi¬ 
lar facilities were available. No other existing or anticipated bases 
considered practicable. This plan would require support Patsu of approxi¬ 
mately 400 men. Remaining PB4Y squadron if brought to full strength and 
assisted by PatseouldJiaintain adequate search of northern sectors cover¬ 
ing "SjaCONDA if Tutfc&Ri is scheduled after completion BEEFSTEAK fields. 

^WZ/T/9 <J JT3 

17 0809 JOINT CHIEFS OF STAFF to MACARTHUR Info NIMITZ . 

(G ■*£ 

1100-17th delay not beyond 22nd April acceptable to Joint Chiefs of Staff. 
This is in reply to your C-2852^ 14 March. Desire every measure be 
taken to anticipate this date and that such naval forces and assault 
shipping as practicable be returned to CinCPOA control by 5 May and all 
prior to 12 May deadline. This is MOST SECRET t 

18 0836 COMSOPAC ADVON to CINCPAC COUSOVJESPAC Info CG SOPAC, COMSOPAC ADMIN. 




HiCom. In view prospective conference between action addees or their 
representatives regard coordinated and mutual support of operations aj^et 
forth in JCS 122319, suggest following for your consideration: mount FULL- 
CRY operation in South Pacific under ComSoPac utilizing 3rd Amphibious 
Force, 3rd MarDiv, 25th and 43rd InfDiv, required defense battalions, naval 
construction battalions, required service personnel (all available and now 
in South Pacific) augmented by necessary fleet ’SU-M £or supporting measures 
Para. The above plan will permit occupation of'FULLCKY with target date of 
15 July and in addition, will result in early reduction of ground combatant, 
ground service and naval shorebased forces, now in SoPac. Para. After re¬ 
moval of these forces from SoPac additional drastic reduction can be ef¬ 
fected at that time which is in line with CinCPac 232150 February. 
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20 0331 CINCSOWESPAC VIA COM 7TH FLT to COM 3RD FLEET ADVOTI Info CINCPAC, 

COMGENSOPAC, COM 3RD FLEET ADMIN. 

Quote. HICOM. Your 180836 would involve such changes in the operational 
program and in the projected employment of divisions under current Joint 
Chiefs of Staff directives that I do not believe it feasible at this late 
date. Unquote. 

CinCPac to COMINCH. 

22 0356 Hi.CUM. After considerable streamlining of plans and on assumption that 
FORAGER operation will not be unduly protracted propose set target date 
of 8 Sept for STALEMATE at which time moon and tide will serve. However 
this advance is not yet sufficiently firm to warrant advancing s\ibsequent 
target dates at this time. 

26 2235 MARSHALL to MACARTHUR Info HARMON RICHARDSON CINCPAC . 

— -POP SBCRPT , Short resume follows of conclusions and recommendations con¬ 
tained in 713/5 now enroute by courier extracted for your information 
reourad W14572 dated 26 March. Major ground forces now assigned to SoPac 
to be redeployed following RECKLESS. Army troops: (a) 14th Corps Head¬ 
quarters and corps troops, 6 United States Divisions and 2 Filipino Regi¬ 
ments (less 2 battalions) to CinC SWPA. (B) 3 separate infantry regiments 
plus 102nd Infantry Regiment less 2 battalions and Fijian troops to SoPac 
for garrison purposes. (C) 3rd New Zealand division under ComSoPac pending 
outcome of negotiations regarding future employment. (D) 4 amphibian truck 
companies to CinC SWPA. All other combat and service troops to CinC SWPA 
when no longer required in SoPac PARA Marine: All Marine forces to CinCPOA 
PARA Navy: 7th Fleet constituted about 5 May following RECKLESS as follows 
3 CL, 27 DD (including 1 squadron 2100 ton), 30 SS, 18 DE (PF), 1 AGC, 1 APA 
1 AKA, 5 APD, 60 LCI, 40 LST plus miscellaneous auxiliaries in small craft 
and latter scheduled additions from United States. All major units excess 
of above to revert to CinCPOA. All PT boats, PT bases and PT tenders now 
operating under ComSoPac to be transferred to 7th Fleet on completion of 
ComSoPac's responsibility for operations in the SOLOMONS-BISMARCK Area and 
when and as no longer needed in the SoPac Area. As early as consistent with 
discharging responsibility of ComSoPac in the operations in the SOLOMONS- 
BISMARCK Area, all minor landing craft and coastal transports including 
LCT, LCM(3), LCV, LCVP, LCP(L), LCP(R) and APC .now assigned SoPac force 
but in excess of those required in the SoPac Area, to be transferred to 7th 
Fleet. All Argus equipment assigned to SoPac Area should be turned over 
to the Army. CB units all elements not required in SoPac to be made avail¬ 
able to VCNO for reassignment. Acorns and other Navy service forces to be 
made available to QinCPOA for reassignment. 13th Air Force should be trans¬ 
ferred to the SWPA as soon as practicable consistent with ComSoPac's re¬ 
sponsibility for the neutralization of the KAVIENG-RABAUL area and combat 
operations in the SOLOMONS. Heavy bombers from SWPA to be used for support 
against CentPac targets. CinC SWPA and CinCPOA to make arrangements as to 
availability for transfer of command and assistance in physical mov ment of 
forces. 
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01 2144 JOINT CHIEFS OF STAFF to MacARTHUR; NIMITZ thru RICHARDSON . 

WARX-30441-lst T0PSB6- In order to provide a basis for uniform understand¬ 
ing by all concerned of the command relationships involved in staging, 
mounting, and operating forces in 1 theater from bases in an adjacent 
theater, the following principles underlying these relationships will 
govern: Para A. The situation and the scope of operations may require 
forces of any category of 1 area, under their own commanders and retaining 
their normal command relationships to stage through, or mount from bases 
in another area in order to take maximum advantage of all available facili¬ 
ties and to employ forces most effectively, Para B. Fleet units in the 
Pacific, retaining their normal command relationships, must be free to op¬ 
erate from available bases in both the Southwest Pacific and Pacific Ocean 
Areas. Para C. Occasion may arise where it will be more expedient for a 
commander engaged in an operation in 1 area to employ temporarily a part of 
his own air force from bases*in an adjacent area* In such cases, the air 
elements so operating should be given their missions by their own commander. 
The local coordination of their operations, including defense measures, 
with operations of the forces assigned to the area must then be the respon¬ 
sibility of the commander of the area from which they operate. This area 
commander is charged with the coordination of matters affecting the 
administration, maintenance, servicing, and supply of these units during 
the period of their operation. Except in a strategical or tactioal 
emergency demanding such action, such air forces will not be utilized for 
purposes other than their assigned missions. 


03 0237 JOINT CHIEFS OF STAFF to STILWELL Info MacARTHUR,CG CENTPAC, NIMITZ. 


•X All available rtieans must be employed to neutralize enemy 
air action against our advance to FORMOSA from the MARIANAS-PALAU- 
MINDANAO line in February 1940-5. Our carrier based aircraft must be 
augmented by land-based aircraft from CHINA. Para. You will be charged 
with responsibility for air support from CHINA by air forces under your 
command against such targets as FORMOSA, the RYTJKYUS, the PHILIPPINES, 
and the CHINA coast prior to and during the advance on FORMOSA. Without 
prejudice to the FORMOSA support or to other operations of greater im¬ 
mediate strategic importance, such as the operations to seize MYTKYINA 
and operation MATTERHORN, you will also be charged with furnishing such 
indirect support as is practicable for the attack on MINDANAO in Nov¬ 
ember 40-4. Para. It is therefore desired that you submit an estimate 
of the extent of the air effort that you will be able to furnish in 
support of the above operations in the Pacific. The estimate should 
consider that no reinforcements will be forthcoming for your command 
other than those currently scheduled. Your plans should take into 
consideration the coordinated employment of the 20th bomber command and 
you should submit recommendations to the Joint Chiefs of Staff through 
the Commanding General, 20th Air Force, for tactical support by VLR 
bombers. Your plan should also provide for such temporary reinforcement 
of the air forces in CHINA as you consider desireable from the 10th air 

force. At the appropriate time after reoeipt of your estimate, you will 
be directed to coordinate your plan with CinCPOA and Supreme Commander, 
Southwest Pacific area. Para. It is recognized that major curtailment 
of ’hump* support to ground forces in CHINA and to such other activities 
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03 0237 JOINT CHIEFS OF STAFF to STILWEU (cont'd) 

as do not directly support an air effort will be required. Para. Pend¬ 
ing submission and approval of your plans, the Joint Chiefs of Staff 
consider it necessary to commence immediately the progressive stock piling 
in CHINA of supplies for these supporting operations to be used. 

05 0123 CINCPOA to COMGENCENTPAC info CCHINCH 

Confirming verbal statement of CINCPOA representatives at conference with 
representatives 20th AF» ComG e nCentPac is designated as the theater agenoy 
to furnish all necessary support for 20th AF in Central Pacific Area except 
for such items and classes of supply as are specifically assigned to other 
agencies. Request you take necessary action to implement this support based 
on one VLR wing on each of STEVEDORE, TATTERSALLS, and TERAWAY. 

07 0356 CINCPOA to COM 12 info COMGENCENTPAC PASSED TO COMINCH 

Tep Csurety For Admiral Nimits Deputy CINCPOA sends. Conferences with 
representatives 20th AF on VLR program CentPac Area completed. Require¬ 
ments in Army Service Troops to support VLR program will require bulk of 
available Army resources of the> area and leave inadequate support for 
STALEMATE unless additional service troops are made available. ConC-enC e ntPac 
is presenting this situation to the War Department in letter dated 3 May 
file AG 320.2/356 requesting additional service troops amounting to slightly 
over 8000 men. It is suggested that CominCh be informed and requested to 
take whatever action may be practicable to insure adequate support for 
STALEMATE as well as for the VLR program. 

25 1326 COMINCH & CNO to CINCPOA info MARSHALL 

T ep O e e . Your 222226 shipping requirements indicated in your secret serial 
00043 of 12 April to mount and support STALEMATE based on target date of 
8 September will be met. 

24 2030Z MARSHALL to RICHARDSON info CINCPOA, HARMON 

WARX-40903-24th.- TOP-DEOREFi Subject is command situation of Army Forces 
in the Pacific Ocean Areas. Marshall to Richardson, pass to and discuss 
with CINCPOA and submit comments or recommendations; information to Harmon. 
Para. It is contemplated: that the command of all U.S. Army Forces in 
the Pacific Ocean AreaB, except those otherwise committed by JCS and those 
in the presently delineated Alaskan Department, will pass to you (Richardson) 
as Commanding General U.S. Army Forces in the Pacific Ocean Areas; that 
under you (Richardson) U.S. Amy Forces in the South Pacific Area as now 
delineated will be commanded by a General Officer as Commanding General 
Communications Zone, South Pacific Area; and that likewise the Hawaiian area 
will be Commanded by a General Officer as Commanding General Communications 
Zone, Hawaiian Area, who in addition, will be appointed Military Governor 
of Hawaii, The above to free you (Richardson) in order that you may, under 
CINCPOA, exercise overall control of all army forces in the Areas cited above. 
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The exercise of command under "this arrangement would be in accordance 
with principles now in affect in Central and South Pacific Ocean Areas. 
Operational control of all Army units assigned to Task Forces under this 
arrangement would be direot from CIHCPOA through the Task Foroe Commander 
to the Commander of the Aymy Units concerned. Para. Also being considered 
is an Army Headquarters in the Pacific Ocean Areas for operational employ¬ 
ment in Major operations in the Western Pacific (General Buckner has been 
tentatively selected to Command this Army subject to CINCPOA'S concurrence). 
Para. It is further contemplated placing G e neral Millard Harmon in command 
of all Army Air Forces now assigned to the Pacific Ocean Areas except those 
assigned to the Alaskan Department. In this capacity Harmon would service 
under the overall command of Richardson for Logistics and Administration 
but would be directly under operational command of CIHCPOA. Para. In add¬ 
ition it is contemplated that Harmon would be assigned as Deputy to G®neral 
Arnold in the exercise of Command of the 20th Air Force as set forth in 
JCS 74747/3. Serving in this capacity he would be in a position to integrate 
the theater logistics and Administrative responsibilities with the operational 
directives for this force. Para. CominCh is in general concurrence with 
these proposals. 

25 1166 COMINCH & CNO to CCT.SOFESPAC Info C0M7THFLT, CINCPAC, CINCSOWESPAC 


■TOP CBCRSE- Assume your plans contemplate deployment sufficient submarines 
in TAWI TAWI Area to exploit any sorties attempted by Japanese Fleets during 
FORAGER. 





25 1859 COMINCH to CINCPAC 

Part 1 of 2 Part 251905. TOP- SECRE T - . Consideration of Urdis 230640 in 
conjunction with Com 5th Fleet OpPl'an Cen 10-44 and available intelligence 
raises 3 major points with respect possible fleet engagements. 1st. 

J Cen 10-44 assigns both fast and slow BB's to 1 battleline. I appreciate 
that such a major general action plan cannot go into 'details of tactical 
employment of types but do consider that only exceptional circumstances 
would justify limiting fast BB's to close battle formation with slow BB's 
and assume intent is to employ both types to limit of respective tactioal 
capabilities. Comment. 2nd. I also consider that only exceptional 
circumstances would justify depriving transports of the protection of slow 
BB's and their support for pressing the assault despite all but major 
interference 

25 1905 COMINCH to CINCPAC 

Part 2 of 251905. Part 1 was 251859. Ti^ ■■fr SORET ^ 3rd. Worst conditions 
under which fleet engagement could occur would be when only the fast 
battleship screened carrier task groups could concentrate, most likely 
to occur about D Plus 2 after cruiser screened carrier task groups have 
_ moved into BONIFS, our own Northern and Southern Attack forces are fully 
committed and Japanese Fleet alerted by our opening strikes on D Minus 3, 
could have moved into position. Under these circumstances estimate opposing 
forces would be blue 4 CV 4 CVL 7 BP 3 CL 18 to 30 DD orange 4 CV 5 CVL 
13 to 15 CA/Cl 26 to 30 DD with embarked aircraft about equal numerically. 
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0842Z RICHARDSON to ^jARSHALL '/.DCSA info CINCPOA 

Personal chard son. RJ 17505 TC^- ps e RD? . Para. 1. 

Following comments pertain to URAD ..ARX 490903 of 24 Kay. 
Communications zone commands to be designated Central 
Pacific Base Command, Communications Zone and South Pacific 
r.ase command, Communications Zone. Each to he commanded 
by a general officer and the Commanding General Central 
Pacific Base Command Communications Zone to be appointed 
Military governor of the Territory of Hawaii. Para. 2. 

The Commanding General Unitea States Army Forces in the 
Pacific Ocean Areas will be responsible for the administra¬ 
tion and training of all United States Army Ground and Air 
Troops within the areas and subject to the Direction of 
CinCPOA, for the preparation and execution of pit ns for the 
employment of army forces in those areas. ComGenPOAs supply 
responsibilities with respect to Pacific Ocean Areas to be 
same as those now the responsibility of ComGenCentPac with 
respect to the Central Pacific .Area. Para.3. CinCPOA and I 
concur in selection of General Buckner to command the Field 
Army Headquarters in..I acific Ocean Areas for operational 
employmexit 1 ** 4 .VeaCBrn Pacific. Para. 4« Concur in placing 
General Millard ..arcnon in command of Army Air Forces Pacific 
Ocean ^reas except those assigned to Alaskan Department and 
in his being assigned as Deputy to General Arnold in the 
exercise of command of the 20th Air Force. Para. 5. Just 
as other Army Unit Commanders are now under ComGenCenPac T 3 
command when not assigned to task forces under CinCPOA, 
General Buckners Field Army and General Harmons Air Forces 
should be under Corr GenPOA RPT ComGenPOA when not assigned 
to task forces under CinCPOA. Para. 6 . Operational control 
of all Army Ground Forces and Army Air Units assigned to 
— task forces should be direct from CinCPOA through the Task 
Force Commander to the Commander PCS Army Units concerned. 
Upon relief of such units from CinCPOA task forces, sub 
units will revert to command CinCPOA. Para. 7 . Following 
comments of CinCPOA are quoted "Proposals V/ARX 40903-24 
concurred in subject to confirmation my assumption that 
operational control of Army Air Units assigned to Joint 
Task Forces in macific Ocean Areas would be direct from 
CinCPOA to the Task Force Commanders to the Commanders of 
the Army Air Units concerned as at present. The special 
arrangements proposed in connection with the 20th Air Force 
wherein Lieutenant General Harmon would function as Deputy 
to General Arnold would facilitate coordination and are 
considered highly advantageous" I concur in CinCPOA’s 
remarks as supplemented by comments in the 1 st 6 paragraphs 
of this Radiogram. Para. 8 . Request confirmation of .organ¬ 
ization as herein outlined. 
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In such eventuality I would be concerned over desparity in cruiser st¬ 
rength particularly as regards our ability to stop a determined cruiser 
borne torpedo attack outside effective range even with BatDiv 7 
operating as fast wing in support of light forces. Do you think 
suitable provisions against this possitnlity have been made. CTF 58 
OpOrd not received but assvone command arrangements and tactical 
concepts for major action similar to those annex D Cen 5-44. 


27 2136 CINCPAC to COMINCH info C0M5TEFLT 


T6P— SECRE T . Your 251905 concerns questions to which both Spruance 
and I have continuously given extensive consideration. Destruction 
of the enemy fleet is always the primary objective of our Naval 
Forces. Attempts by enemy fleet units to interfere with amphibious 
operations are both hoped for and provided against even though the 
necessarily voluminous nature of plans and orders for amphibious 
operations may give an impression of overemphasis theron as compared 
with purely Naval action which is handled by brief orders despatches 
and signals. Para. Following oomment is submitted on specific points 
raised by your 251905. 1st. Fast and slow battleships will be used 
to limit of their capabilities as required by tactical situation. 

2nd. It is not intended to deprive amphibious forces of their supp¬ 
orting cruisers and slow battleships unless this is best means of 
protecting amphibious forces. After TEARAWAY bombardment has been 
completed supporting ships there will be available with limited AP 
ammunition supply to assist in covering operations if needed. 3rd. 

If information of movement of enemy fleet indicates necessity for 
continued concentration of Task Force 58 to cover landing operations 
strike on SVclUftioff will be deferred or cancelled. CTF 58 plan will 
contain suitable provision for major action by that force acting as 
covering force along the lineB of annex D Cen 5-44. Spruance left 
yesterday in indianapolis will see Mitscher and tee in MAJURO and 
will ensure the best tactical preparations including rehearsals to 
destroy enemy fleet if it gives us this opportunity. 

28 0121 CINCSWPA VIA CCM 7TH FLEET to COMINCH info CINCPAC, CTF 71 


TOP DEORPT - . Prior to and during FORAGER plan to maintain 3 submarines 
close approaches to TAWI TAV7I 2 off DAVAO Gulf 1 North west HALMAHERA 
1 off KAU BAY and 3 in area between Longitudes 127-00 East and 129-00 
East from Equator to 07-30 North. Your 251156. This disposition 
should also afford CINCPAC Submarines from vicinity PALAU to further 
exploit contacts by our Submarines 
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21 0747 CIKCSWPA to CINCPOA, COLIXCH, COMSOFAC . WAR DEPARTMENT . 

CGI.. 7TH FLEET -- 

T hro ik Tori a &e-c^. General MacArthur and Admiral Ealsey 
recommend that the assumption of command of forces west 
of 159 East by CinCSWPA be effected at OOOlL(-ll) 15 June. 
Both are in full agreement as to principles and methods of 
effecting the change for all arms and services. Necessary 
orders and certain recommendations to hi her authority will 
be initiated separately. 

JUNE (GGT) 

✓ 36 2045Z i AKSKaIL to RICHARDSON HARMON info CINCPOA 

WARX 46867 Command of U.3. Army Forces in the 

South and in the Central Pacific Areas will pass to Com¬ 
manding General U.3. Army Forces Pacific Ocean Areas at 
such time as mutually agreed by Earmon and Richardson, 
rticharuson will notify War Department when this change is 
to tale place at which time appropriate orders will be issued. 
Richardson, in addition to his assignment as Commanding Gen¬ 
eral of the Hawaiian Department, will by dir ctien of the 
President, assure command of U.S. Army Forces Pacific Ocean 
Areas under CinCPOA. Para. Instructions covering relation¬ 
ship of U.S. Army Air Forces to ComGenPOA will be held in 
abeyance pending final decision in this matter. It is 
desired that Harmon proceed at earliest convenience after 15th 
June 1944 to Central Pacific for personal exploratory con¬ 
ference with Admir 1 Nimitz and General Richardson on this 
matter. On completion of this conference Harmon will pro¬ 
ceed to 'Washington to present propos Is or agreed recom¬ 
mendations to the .,’ar Department. General Arnold also desire. 1 
to discuss air problems particularly to clarify extent of 
authority to be exercised by Harmon as Deputy 20th Air Force. 

07 1240 OOL'INCK & CFO to CINCPOA. COMSOFAC 

This is ’flo p ‘Poor s t -. Chief of Staff U.S. Army and CominCh 
approve CinCSWPAC 210747. Mac Arthur and Kinkaid informed. 

v/29 0127Z HARMON to RICHARDSON info MARSHALL AND ARNOLD 

TOP 3P0RN 54 H-128-29th May 44. Referring to my H 919 May 26 
I invite your attention to my H 8288 Mpy 27 to AGWAR for 
Marshall Info to Richardson. In view of request for agreed 
recommendations contained WARX 41510 yon are informed as 
follows: The disposition of personnel becoming excess in the 

South Pacific cannot be determined until decision is made 
by the War Department as requested in my H 8288 to AGWAR -or 
Marshall 27 May the command set up as proposed in WARX 40903 
appears in general to be as good a solution as could be 
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evolved under the circumstances. With the following 
exceptions I am in accord with the provisions of WAHX 40903; 
1 st, with respect to jurisdiction over logistics and 
administration of Air Forces, it impresses me as unsound 
that Harmon while responsible to Nimitz for operations and 
to Arnold for overall matters concerning the 20th Air Force 
be at the same time responsible to Richardson for Administra¬ 
tion and logistics. I strongly recommend that the terms of 
the final directive should be so stated as to provide that 
Richardson give Harmon necessary Logistic and administrative 
support for Army Air Forces. Such matters as ultimate courts 
Martial Jurisdiction to be covered by specific directives 
vesting appropriate authority in Richardson. 2nd, if the 
present SoPac Area Command is to remain in effect there 
should be no change in the General Organization of the Army 
Forces in the South Pacific other than consolidation of 
USAFISPA and SOS Headquarters. In the interest of simplicity 
and to facilitate the application of the principles of 
unity of command as enunciated in JCS 263/2/D, I recommend 
against designating this as a communication zone for Army 
matters while continuing to recognize it as an area for 
purpose of overall command. 

14 1935Z JOINT CHIEFS OF STAFF WASH, to NIMITZ. HALSEY. MACARTHUR 

WARX 50615 X TO-05 OREO? . The Joint Chiefs of Staff have 
modified the first sentence of (lower case underscored 
letters for paragraphs) paragraph 5D (page 40-3) of the 
enclosure to J.C.3. 713/5 (WARX 14572 is the reference) 
and the first sentence of paragraph 6A of Appendix "D” 
thereto, (page 60-1) to read: ’’Royal New Zealand Air Force 
air units in excess of the minimum number required for 
garrison and local defense of the South Pacific Area should 
be transferred to the Commander in Chief, Southwest Pacific." 


18 0900 COMGENCENTPAC to CG 24TH CORPS Info CINCP0A, REAR 

ECHELON 5T:I PIIIPCGRPS. CG *77TH DIVISION. AP AND SC . 

RJ-19549 Reference Cincpoa 180105 GCT June 44 
not to all adees. Para. This confirms telephonic orders 
issued Chief of Staff 77th Division by Deputy Chief of 
Staff this headquarters about 172300 June 44. PRPXS Prepare 
1 regimental combat team 77th Division for immediate move¬ 
ment to GATEWAY area for possible employment in FORAGER 
operation and have the Commanding Officer of this RCT report 
to the Rear Echelon 5thPhibCorps for planning and loading. 
Para. Acknowledge receipt of this dispatch and indicate 
RCT to be designated with the name of the commander and 
probable time of his reporting as per above instructions. 
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JUNE (GCT) 

13 1545Z JCS to CINCPOA, CINCSWPA 

WARX 50007 TQPOEe X THE Joint Chiefs of Staff (reference our 989 to CoraGen- 
Pao action CinCPOA and 6171 to CinCSoWesPao) are considering the possibilities 
of expediting the Pacific Campaign by any or all of the following courses: 

A: By advancing the target dates for operations now scheduled through 

operations against FORMOSA. 

B: By by-passing presently selected objectives prior to operations 

against FORMOSA. 

C: By by-passing presently selected objectives and choosing new objec¬ 

tives, including JAPAN proper. 

On basis of over-all situation which will obtain as result of FORAGER opera¬ 
tion CinCPOA and CinCSoWesPao directed to present their views and recommenda¬ 
tions . 

18 0935 CINCSOWESTPAC to CHIEF OF STAFF WAR DEPARTMENT Info ADMIRAL NIMITZ . 

CX-13891 JflP-a BORE T X ADMIRAL NIMITZ ONLY X Reference is made to Joint 
Chiefs of Staff* "directive contained in WARX 50007 received here at 172135 
GCT X Due to logistic considerations it is not dawned feasible to advance 
target dates for scheduled operations. Our resources will be strained to 
the utmost to meet dates now fixed. The FORMOSAN Campaign differs radically 
from operations that have been executed thus far in the Paoifio. It is my 
most earnest conviction that the proposal to bypass the PHILIPPINES and 
launch an attaok across the Pacific direotly against FORMOSA is unsound. 

That operation would have to be launched without appreciable support from 
land based aviation and NR based upon the HAWAIIAN ISLAND at a distanoe of 
5000 miles. Assuming the success of the FORAGER there still will be no 
bases west of OAHU along this line of advance. Under these conditions and 
with the enemy solidly established in strength on FORMOSA, susceptible of 
rapid reenforcement from JAPAN or the Mainland and with his air bases in a 
flanking position at effective range in LUZON, I do not believe the campaign 
would succeed. The hazards of failure would be unjustifiable when a conserva¬ 
tive and certain line of action the occupation of LUZON is essential in order 
to establish air forces and bases prior to the move in FORMOSA. Assault 
forces could then be launched at short range with effective air support and 
with every assurance of success. The proposal to bypass all other objectives 
and launch an attaok direotly on the mainland of JAPAN is in my opinion ut¬ 
terly unsound. There is available in the Paoifio only enough shipping to 
lift about 7 divisions. That fact alone would preolude such an enterprise 
in the predictable future. Even with unlimited shipping I do not believe a 
direct assault without air support can possibly sucoeed. Since the initiation 
of our advance the enemy has executed delaying actions within his outpost 
positions. Our successes in these operations must not mislead us into a sui¬ 
cidal direct assault without all support and with inadequate shipping and 
bases against heavily defended bastions of the enemy ’b main position. It is 
my opinion that purely military considerations demand the reoccupation of the 
PHILIPPINES in order to cut the enemy's communications to the south and to 
secure a base for our further advance. Even if this were not the case and 
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18 0935 CINCSOWESTPAC TO CHIEF OF STAFF WAR DEPARTMENT INFO ADMIRAL NIMITZ (Cont'd) 

unless military factors demanded another line of action, it would in my 
opinion be necessary to reoccupy the PHILIPPINES. The PHILIPPINES is 
Amarioan territory where our unsupported forces were destroyed by the enemy. 
Practically all of the 17 million Filipinos remain loyal to the United States 
and are undergoing the greatest privation and suffering beoause we have not 
been able to support or succor them. We have a great national obligation 
to discharge. Moreover in the event the United States should deliberately 
bypass the PHILIPPINES, leaving our prisoners. Nationals and loyal Filipinos 
in enemy hands without an effort to retrieve them at earliest moment we would 
incur the gravest psychological reaction. We would admit the truth of Japa¬ 
nese propaganda to the effect that we had abandoned the Filipinos and would 
not shed American blood to redeem them; we would undoubtedly incur thq6pen 
hostility of that people; we would probably suffer such loss of prestige 
among all the peoples of the Far East that it would adversely affect the 
United States for many years. I feel also that a decision to eliminate the 
campaign for the relief of the PHILIPPINES, even under appreciable military 
considerations, would cause extremely adverse reactions among the citizens 
of the United States. The American people I am sure would acknowledge 
this obligation. In this dispatch I have expressed ny firm convictions with 
a bare outline of the military factors that enter into the problem. If "ser¬ 
ious consideration is being given to the plan of action indicated in para¬ 
graphs B and C of your radio» I request that I be accorded the opportunity of 
personally proceeding to Washington to present fully my views. MacArthur. 


23 2002 C CM INCH & CNO to CINCPOA. 

T op- d ecrwH- . Request your oomment on following proposal as a possible means 
of meeting requirements CinCSWPao as stated in his 160218Z without unduly 
interfering with lift for STALEMATE. CinCPao nominate 4 APA of whioh one 
will be an AGC for temporary assignment 7th Fleet as early as GATEWAY (MARI¬ 
ANAS IS.) operations permit. Any deficiencies in STALEMATE lift incurred 
thereby to be filled from additional AP made available from Pacifio troop 
lift. APA so designated will be considered as component part of assault ship¬ 
ping to be supplied by you for MUSKETEER. 

25 2246 CINCPOA to CCMINCH, CNO. 

* 'TOP OECRETv The increases in strength of the enemy garrisons at FULLCRY 
TROjCupCndicate that resistance will be met on the order of that against 
whioh we are now contending at SAIPAN. The degree to which the FORAGER and 
STALEMATE shipping requirements will overlap, together with increased troop 
lift needed not only to send reinforcements to GATEWAY (MARIANAS) but also 
eventually to withdraw the additional units, and also the necessity that for 
STALEMATE a maximum force be afloat, make proposal your 2S2002 impracticable. 
If such action is taken it will in my opinion seriously jeopardize the STALE¬ 
MATE operation and will certainly introduce a definite cause for delay in ad¬ 
dition to others which I am making every effort to overcome. 

•29 1746 CCMINCH & CNO to CINCPOA . 2327 

-— TOP 0B6 RB T ‘ . Refer to WARX 50007 of 12 June. Yftiile recognizing the impraoti<y 
ability of forecasting accurately at this time the over all situation which 
will obtain as a result of FORAGER, an interim reply to the reference would 
be most helpful in current stratetical planning for the Pacific Campaign. END 
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23 0832 CTF $3 to CTF 51 

“ TOP CEO RET -. In order to make earliest W Day practicable 
propose landing 3rd MarDiv on ASAH beaches as orginally 
planned with 1st Provisional Brigade in reserve. But 
making demonstration only on AGAT beaches to include 
bombardment and demolitions. Believe these troops adequate 
seize hold and develop that 1 beachhead and to continue 
operations for capture of 0R0TE PENINSULA and harbor with 
seizure of high ground around MOUNT ALIFAN to follow 
immediately thereafter. Above would eliminate necessity 

for waiting release of 106th Regiment which however would 
still be required when available. C G Southern Landing 
Force agrees and requests you pass to CTF 56 his strong 
recommendation. 

23 0950 RICHARDSON to WDCSA Info CINCPOA 

■ This l -s- T OP- S ECRET -. RJ20048. Referring to your 46867 
June 6th Harmon and I recommend that command of the United 
States Army Forces in the South and in the Central Pacific 
Areas pass to command of Commanding General, United States 
Army Foroes, Pacific Ocean Areas on 1 August 1944. Para. 
Having discussed the command situation thoroughly with 
General Harmon I find nothing to warrant changing the views 
expressed in my radiogram RJ17505 May 28. Para. On 22 June 
General Harmon and I conferred with Admiral Nimitz. After 
a free discussion of the Army command Cincpoa stated that 
he preferred to deal with only 1 Army commander. This has 
been the procedure in the Central Pacific Area and I concur 
completely in his view. After the conference Cincpoa sent 
the following (paraphrased) to CominCh: Quote The conference 
which General Marshall desired has been held with General 
Harmon and General Richardson (WARX46867). I adhere to my 
concurrence in WARX40903-24 May as stated in General Rich¬ 
ardson's RJ17505 of 28 May. It is my desire that Harmon 
feel free to present to the War Department his ovn views 
in the matter and I have so indicated to him. Unquote. 

General Harmon is leaving here 22nd June and will present 
his views as well as Cincpoa*s and mine. Para. In your 
40903 May 24 you state quote In this capacity Harmon would 
serve under the overall command of Richardson for logistics 
and administration but would be directly under operational 
command of Cincpoa. Unquote. The relation is not clear to 
me as only Task Forces are under operational command of 
Cincpoa and it is not believed that Harmon will command an 
air task force as all land air units in the operations of 
Forward Area are under immediate command of ComAirForward 
(now General Hale) serving under ComForward Area. Para. It 
is my understanding that the terms operational commander, 
or operational control, used by the War Department means 
command or control of tactical combat operations, and not 
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administrative operations. Please confirm. Para. It is 
recommended that the command relationship between ComGenFOA 
and the Commanding General Army Air Forces Pacific Ocean 
Areas be that which now exists between ComGenCentPac and 
the Commanding General, 7th Air Force. 

23 2020 CTF 51 to CINOPAC Info Com$thFlt 

— TOP SECRET - . Your 231824 regret delay but nature of reply 
depends on outcome of present major land attack. Have been 
in consultation with Spruance and Smith. Further conference 
today may develops answer. Para. Attention invited to fact 
that operations are progressing at least as favorably as my 
oral forecast expressed to you on several occasions. 

24 0514 CINCPOA to COMINCH & CNO Info COMGENCENTPAC, C0M3RDFLT , 

C0M3RDPHIBF0R. C0M12. 

— TOP 0EGRET- . The commitment of the 77th Division to FORAGER 
necessitates immediate preparation of another division for 
STALEMATE in order prevent unnecessary delay in that opera¬ 
tion. Request transfer of 96th Division to OAHU by 1st 
shipping available after it completes amphibious training 
29 June. For this purpose recommend 96th Divison be placed 
at top of July priority list and 5th MarDiv be deleted. 

24 0929 CINCPOA to CINCSWPA Info COMINCH. COMGENCENPAC 

-Tills Is TOP SECRETS - Your cooperative offer of the 38th 
Division in exchange for the 96th Division is very much 
appreciated. However in view of the complications involved 
due to the separation of the 38th Division from its equip¬ 
ment much of which is either on the water on enroute SoWesPac 
and the sailing of certain elements in ships involved in 
other movements it now seems preferable to bring the 96th to 
OAHU and mount it here for STALEMATE and I have requested 
such action. 

24 0622 COM 5TH FLT to CINCPAC info CTF 51. CTF 56. CTF 58. CTF 57. 

—rep-SECRM!- . Your 210440 to CTF 51. Following is result of 
conference with Turner and Holland Smith. First. Situation 
ashore SAIPAN does not permit withdrawal any troops now com¬ 
mitted nor can any date for such withdrawal be set at present 
time. Additional reserves from first Provisional Marine 
Brigade reinforced may be required for SAIPAN and will be 
kept at sea in area waiting development. All other ships of 
task force 53 not required in current operations SAIPAN nor 
neutralization GUAM will be sent to ENIWETOK to await definite 
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24 0622 COM 5TH FLT to CINCPAO - continued 

determination W day. W day cannot be set at present. Second. 
Attack on GUAM without adequate reserve troops might result in 
disaster and should not be made. Above is based on experience 
in SAIPAN and study of beach defenses terrain and enemy 
strength in GUAM. All concerned desire as early setting of 
W day as possible but experience gained in SAIPAN must be 
given due consideration. Very hard fighting has been con¬ 
tinuously in progress with no end in sight until SAIPAN GUAM 
and TINIAN are captured. 

26 0207 COM 5TH FLT to CINCPAC. 


• ffQP SECRET . Spent yesterday 25th ashore with Holland Smith. 
Visited General Schmidt Jarman Harper and Watson at their 
command posts. All cheerful and optimistic but unable to 
make any estimate as to date capture island will be completed. 
Fighting going much better now with Mount Tapotchau taken 
before noon. Remaining terrain very rugged. ASLITO airfield 
in excellent condition damage to buildings minor requiring 
mostly reroofing. Engineers extending runway to 4200 feet 
to eastward with Marston Mat. Full length extension appears 
require cut and fill operations. CHARAN KANOA strip has 
little development and only minor possibilities. Unloading 
proceeding well on beaches and over CHARAN KANOA pier and 
new pontoon dook east to southward. About 20 slightly damaged 
small type Jap aircraft plus spare engines and ordnance equip¬ 
ment will be ready for transfer to PEARL when road and beaoh 
facilities permit loading. Roads will be major problem during 
rainy season. No hard surfaced roads exist and all are badly 
cut up and deep in dust where our heavy traffic moves. In¬ 
spected camps and hospital for CHAMORRO KOREAN and Japanese 
civilians. All able bodied males are engaged in clean up work. 
Possibility of early setting of W day will depend upon condi¬ 
tions and availability of troops now fighting here who might 
be taken off as reserve for GUAM. In meantime necessary pre¬ 
paration of ships will be proceeding at ENIWET0K. Major Gen¬ 
eral Ralph Smith departed for PEARL by air yesterday morning. 
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02 0504 CINCPOA to CCKFIFTHFLT Info COtfTHIRDFLT, CTF 68 

T 9 B - S ECRK T . At such time as a strike on FULLCRY (PALAU) and VOCALIST (YAP) 
will not interfere with more urgent requirements (or when it will be of value 
to your local tactical situation) desire it be made in order to obtain addi- 
tional close photographic ooverage accordance requirements my 242348* 

03 0601 CCM5THFLT to CINCPAC, ALL TFC'S 5TH FLT, CTF 51, CTF 56 . 

ie - T e p Snrn »t- . Conference held 3 July with Admirals Turner, Mitscher, 
Hill, Connolly si 'Generals Holland Smith, Geiger and DelValle relating to 
determination W“Day. Decision reached to employ 77th Army Division as Corps 
Reserve for GUAM assault. Tentative date W Day 25 July. Decision reached 
after full consideration time further capability of troops, campaign in 
SAIPAN and nature of defenses GUAM. Com5thFleet will designate date about 
25 July as W Day at appropriate time. TINIAN operation will proceed with 
troops now engaged in SAIPAN with date to be determined by completion fighting 
here and necessary time for rehabilitating and reequipping. 

03 2109 CINCPAC to CCMFIFTHFLEET Info COMINCH . 

■ TOP DEQRlii'P . Your 030601 delay in 7/ Day unacceptable. Unless there are com¬ 
pelling reasons to contrary of which I am unaware it appears feasible to fix 
W Day about time of arrival first combat team from 77 Div in operating area. 
Remainder that Division should arrive about 24 July. Any delay slows up en¬ 
tire campaign not only for Pacific Ocean Area but for Southwest Pacific as 
well. Reexamine the question with a view of finding ways and means of meeting 
an earlier date and state controlling factors that necessitate delay. 

04 0400 CINCPOA to C(MINCH Info CINCSTaPA . 

Your 291746. The extent to which progress in the MARIANAS has been impeded 
by the extensive increases of enemy garrisons and the increase of the PALAU 
garrison since mid-March from 9,000 to approximately 40,000 with weapons in 
proportion make it unlikely that the timing directed by JCS 713/4 can be 
achieved. I am giving consideration to an extensive modification of STALE¬ 
MATE in which time and expenditure of forces would be saved by seising XNGAUR 
and PELELIU andwith use of K0SS0L ROADS neutralizing RABELTHUAP and the K0R0R 
HARBOR Area and seizing YAP and ULITHI in order to obtain air base and anchor¬ 
age facilities whioh though not completely satisfactory may be obtained with¬ 
out excessive delay. Para. Representatives of CinCSWPA have informally dis¬ 
cussed with my staff operations which involve occupation of MOROTAI ISLAND 
(IIALMAHERAS) in early September, a limited occupation of SARANGANI BAY AREA 
primarily by short range aircraft in late October, a major occupation of 
LEYTE about 15 November to be followed by the occupation of LEGASPI and APARRI 
in mid-January, a minor movement into MINDORO in February and a major assault 
on LUZON through LINGAYEN about April 1st. Preliminary consideration indi¬ 
cates that this timing is optimistic. Carrier support would be required for 
MOROTAI and SARANGANI. The LEYTE operation would be of a critical and de¬ 
cisive character and if successful would give us air supremacy in the PHILIP¬ 
PINES. It would require the employment of practically all available covering 
and striking forces* fire support forces, and all available assault shipping. 
The operations proposed appear feasible. Para. Although use of short cuts 
and prompt exploitation of favorable situations are prime considerations 
our operations should be so conducted as to ensure control of the sea and 
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04 0400 CINCPOA to CCMINCH Info CINCSWPA . - Continued - 

the air during major amphibious assaults. To the maximum extent practicable 
our amphibious operations should be conducted with the support of shore 
based aircraft. Taotio&l situations in which the fast carrier task forces are 
more or less inmobilized in support of protraoted fighting on shore should 
be avoided. Para. In my opinion the basic conoept of operations proposed 
by CmCSWPA in which shore based air forces, ground troops and naval forces 
are advanced together is sound. Moreover, unless the rate of attrition in¬ 
flicted on the enemy naval and air forces is accelerated, or we achieve a 
decisive viotory at sea, movement into the FORMOSA STRAIT region will be de¬ 
pendent on neutralization of eneny air forces in LUZON by our own shore based 
air foroee particularly if the current enemy campaign in CHINA limits the 
ability of air forces in CHINA to strike FORMOSA and the nearby CHINA Coast. 
Para. For the present no change in approved strategic oonoepts is recommended 
The partial occupation of PALAU Plus YAP and ULITHI is considered to satisfy 
the directive of JCS 713/4. The inclusion of LEYTE with MINDANAO will expe¬ 
dite subsequent operations and is considered advisable. My preparations for 
the FORMOSA STRAIT operation should continue. The eventual feasibility mix 
aid necessity of moving to the CHINA Coast without the use of LUZON as a 
naval and air base will depend on various developments including the extent 
to which interim attrition oan be inflicted on enemy naval and air forces 
and the situation in CHINA. 

05 1425 CCKFIFTHFLEET to CINCPAC Info CTF 51 CTF 56 CTF 53 . 

TOP OECIIET . Determination of earliest date for W Day started with arrival 
(Jonolly, Geiger on June 30 and continued until final conference July 3. 

Entire matter reconsidered again today as result your 040739. Holland Smith 
and Geiger afirm their previous judgment that entire 77th Division is required 
to conduct GUAM operation with assurance of success. If their views as to 
military forces needed are to be overruled and operation ordered to proceed 
with only 1 RCT of 77th immediately available believe this decision should 
be made by higher authority on basis of effect of delay on conduct of 
future operations. Only other troops available in area are those who have 
now been engaged in heavy fighting for 3 weeks on SAIPAN with end of fighting 
not determinable at present. These troops should have 10 days for rehabili¬ 
tation and be reequipped on completion SAIPAN. They or other troops will be 
required for TINIAN. Personal letter to you in air mail this morning bears 
on subjeot. Movement of 77th Division to MARIANAS and delay in completion 
of FORAGER will require changes in CINCPAC plans for movements of vessels 
of amphibious forces transfer Of troops additional military supplies and re¬ 
equipments all of which must be integrated with STALEMATE plans. Recommend 
representation from your staff come to SAIPAN to make determination of these 
matters. 
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In view your O 51425 together with latest' informa- 
tion as to strength of enemy garrison GUAM and my appreciation 
of extent to which long period of embarkationhave affected 
condition of troops delay of W Day until arrival 77th Division 
is approved. Remainder 77th Division will leave here 9 Inly. 
Assume all practicable steps being taken to recondition Geiger’s 
troops. Para. STALEMATE plans being extensively revised to 
meet delays and expected return of assault shipping in incre¬ 
ments. Revised warning order will give details. No FORAGER 
troops will be required. For time being effective completion 
of FORAGER is paramount to other tasks except the continuing 
one of destroying enemy naval and air forces. 


06 0252 OINCPaC TO COL TECH. 


^ — TOP UEUR.uT t Unless otherwise directed I intend on 7 July issue 
warning order for occupation MARIANAS-PALAU line in accordance 
concept indicated in first paragraph my 040400. 

06 1840 COJdINCH AND GNO to CINCPAC . 

This is TOP SECRET . Your 060252 Joint Chiefs of Staff approve. 


14 0227 C0MS0PAC to CINCPOA Info C0MAIRS0PAC, CINCSWPA, NEW ZEALAND CHIEF OF STAFF. 


- TOP SECRET After meeting SoPac garrison requirements and New Zealand train¬ 
ing and’ forming requirements the RNZAF can make available for transfer SWPA 
and maintain an operational level the following combat squadrons 


(A) type 

(B) DATE AVAILABLE 

(C) PRESENT LOCATION 

1 VF 

27 July 

BOUGAINVILLE 

1 VF 

17 Sept 

NEW ZEALAND 

1 VF 

1 Nov 

NEW ZEALAND 

1 VF 

16 Deo 

NEW ZEALAND 

1 VB medium 

1 Oct 

NOT BOUGAINVILLE 

1 VB medium 

17 Sept 

NEW ZEALAND 


Each New Zealand FightRon equipped with 18 Corsairs. Each New Zealand 
medium BombRon equipped with 15 Venturas. Squadrons Bhown as being in NEW 
Zealand are being rehabilitated or organized and will become available in 
GUADALCANAL--SANT0S aroa on dates indicated. 

17 0205 RICHARDSON to CINCPOA Info C0M3rdFlt C0M3rdPHIBF0RCES CTF 56 CO FMFPAC etc . 

-feP""SECftfi$» (RJ 22461) Pursuant to CinCPOA top secret priority disp 152201 
GCT 24th (Jorps and attaohed units and 81st Division and attached units pass 
to operational control CTF 36. Field orders follow listing. By copy this 
dispatch ComGen 24th Corps and CoraGen 81st Division are directed to report 
for operational control as indicated. 
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19 0519 CINCPOA to COMSOPAC Info CINCSWPA. COMAIRPAC. N.Z. C of S. 
COMAIRSOPAC. 

TOPSE&-. Your 140227. Request you arrange direct with CinCSWPA 
transfer of RNZAF aircraft units to SWPA. 


02 1631 COMINCH to CINCPOA 




TOP This is a planning message fron the Joint Staff 

Planners to CinCPOA Planners. Reference CAUSEWAY Joint Staff 
Study. Following information would be appreciated: Para. 

Plans you may have for occupation and future use of DONATION^* 1 * 
Para. B. Plans for Post-CAUSEWAY operations to occupy northern 
DIAPHRAGM. What is estimated target date and what forces will 
you employ for these operations. Para. C. What employment other 
than defense do you envisage for the substantial air elements 
you indicate will go to ABOLITION^Uan these air forces be 
established on the coastal islands or must we build fields on 
the mainland. Para. D. How will the feasibility of CAUSEWAY 
be affected if the 14 th air force is unable to render direct 
support to CAUSEWAY. Para. E. What would be the effect on your 
plans if enemy air on WHITEWASH**<?annot be effectively reduced 
and contained from SILVERSAND as envisaged in JCS number 989 
of 12 March. Miwpa uAo 

24 0957 CINCPOA to COMINCH . 

— 1 TQP-SECftffS . Your 021631. Answers to quries follow; (A). It is 
intended only to neutralize DONATION for the time being unless 
future developments require substitution of DONATION for ABO¬ 
LITION. (B) Choice between post CAUSEWAY operations primarily 
to occupy northern DIAPHRAGM or to move rapidly into more ad¬ 
vanced positions will depend on strategic situation as it 
develops. In any case perimeter will be expanded as practic¬ 
able with means available. To complete occupation of DIAPHRAGM 
it is estimated that about 208,000 additional personnel would 
be required as follows in addition to those envisaged by GRAN¬ 
ITE Second and Preliminary Draft CAUSEWAY Joint Staff Study: 

One armored division 11,000, two infantry divisions 30,000 
supporting combat troops 30,500, QM units 26,200 Engineering 
and construction 29,500, medical 8,000, signal 6,400, ordnance 
5,000, CWS 500, transportation corps 8,500, miscellaneous 
naval units 10,000, aviation service units army 14,000. Fol¬ 
lowing additional aircraft would be employed: 3 day fighter 
groups plus one nite fitron, 3 medium bomber groups 10 very 
long range bomber groups. These troops would have to be lifted 
in repeated movements of assault shipping. Their maintenance 
would require an increase of approximately 10 AP and 25 AK 
sailings per month from west coast. (C) The air elements now 1 
listed for ABOLITION namely 2 fighter groups 1 light bomber 
groups and 1 medium bomber group plus 1 patrol seaplane and 1 
VH squadron are considered none too great for defensive purposes 
but would be used also to strike suitable targets and assist 
in improving military situation in SL3LME. This last activity 
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i3 considered to be a very inaportant/result o£/the establish¬ 
ment of our air forces in the DIAPHRAGM-ABOLITION area. It is 
believed that fields for 4 groups can be developed on the 
coastal islands. (D) Inability of the 14th air force to sup¬ 
port CAUSEWAY will increase,necessity to reduce or contain 
enemy air, 
forces 

strength by VLR and carrier operations against BUNKHOUSE^&nd 
HYPOCRITE. However, completion of CAUSEWAY even on reduced 
scale will immediately enhance overall effectiveness of air 
forces based in SUBLIMET f,v * E) Inability effectively reduce or 
contain enemy air forces on WHITEWASH would render success of 


iWAWiauu# \ A-' / AUU XJ J. J- -L W J WJ. UXX X W X ^ \J KJ O 

iUSEWAY will increase,necessity to reduce or contain 
Lir .formas iflj, WHITEWASH 7 ^ establishment SoWesPac air 
in^jCTCELSid'R and for previous attrition of enemy 


CAUSEWAY doubtful. For this re ^P^*$l> e SoWesPac air forces 
should be established in SILVERSand and accumulation as envis¬ 
aged by Phase 2 of RENO 5. After successful completion Phase 
2 CAUSEWAY should be feasible. Para. The foregoing summarizes 
my views which were expressed in greater detail during confer¬ 
ence at PEARL just concluded. 


27 0245 REAR ADMIRAL SHERMAN (VIA CCM7THFLT) to CINCPOA. 


T OP CEOnD T. Target dateB for SARANGANI and LEYTE are now 15 November and 20 
December respectively. Recommend CominCh be informed as target date for 
CAUSEWAY somewhat affected. New dates remove certain weaknesses previously 
pointed out by CinCPOA Planners and are in my opinion advisable. 

27 0603 CINC EF to CINCPAC for (lAPT TPFNELL ) 

’ Top 3eui Following for Capt Tufnell from Capt Hillgarth (1) Battleships, 

cruisers, destroyers of Eastern Fleet bombarded SARANG dawn 25th July _ by 

carrier borne aircraft (2) complet e surprise achieved. Bombardment lasted 35 
minutes most effective harbor installations almost all destroyed. Alternative 
wharves "go down" left mass of flames and smoke. Half of barracks devastated 
remaining buildings almost completely destroyed. w/T station destroyed or 
severely damaged. Radar station heavily shelled and attacked by aircraft. 

No damage or casualties to bombarding force. My 270617 part 1. 

"~T ap Bun e' b . My 270617 part 2 final. (3) under cover main bombardment 3 de- 
st'ro'yers 1 cruiser entered harbor "engaging target at very close range silencing 
shore batters sunk mddium size merchant ship and wrecked 2 jetties with tor¬ 
pedoes suffering minor damage only and few casualties 2 fatal (4) _ _ 

carrier borne aircraft attacked I- airdrome damaging hangar, buildings 
radar station and destroyed 4 aircraft on the ground. 2 aircraft sent to in¬ 
tercept fleet shot down. 1 aircraft lost crew saved (5) Formation enemy air¬ 
craft attempted attack fleet evening 25th July. 3 destroyed 2 damaged remain¬ 
der driven off by fighter cover before close fire. 
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27 1956Z JOINT S TAFF PLANNERS WASHINGTON SIGNED ROBERTS to STAFF PLANNERS OF CINCPOA. 

STAFF PLANNERS "<,f" CINCSWPA. - 


~ g>g - This is planning level message WRAX 71483. Planning assurap- 

"tion is that DIAPHRAGM (FORMOSA) assault at earliest practicable date is 
primary objective of campaign outlined in J.C.S. 713/4 and occupation 
WHITEWASH (LUZON) n ot to be accomplished prior to occupation of DIAPHRAGM 
(FORMOSA). Primary purpose occupation ACCUMULATION (LEYTE IS.) - SILVER- 
SAND (MINDANAO) Area is to establish air forces to reduce enemy air in 
WHITEWASH (LUZON) in support of CAUSEWAY (Operation against FORMOSA). 
Thereafter SoWesPac forces to continue operations in EXCELSIOR (PHILIPPINES), 
maintain pressure and continue attrition, and extending holdings to the limit 
of resources available after requirements have been met for augmentation of 
CAUSEWAY (Operation against FORMOSA) forces with a view to eventual complete 
reoccupation of EXCELSIOR (PHILIPPINES). These operations would be conducted 
without the direct support of the Pacific Fleet. The transfer of assault 
craft suitable for shore-to-shore operation from CentPac to SoWesPac is 
contemplated. Some SoWesPac air, ground, and servioe forces would be neces¬ 
sary in CAUSEWAY (Operation against FORMOSA) and POST*CAUSEWAY operations. 
Believe early March latest practicable target date for DIAPHRAGM (FORMOSA) 
in order avoid unacceptable delay in subsequent operations, the primary 
consideration being the weather. Therefore believe 1 December latest 
acceptable target date for ACCUMULATION (LEYTE IS.) if approximately 3 
months required to occupy and then conduct effective air operations against 
WHITEWASH (LUZON). Your views on following would be appreciated: Para. A. 
Beginning end of FORAGER (Capture of MARIANAS) what reasonable possibilities 
exist to meet target date of 15 November for ACCUMULATION (LEYTE IS.) by by¬ 
passing objectives or by compressing intervals between presently contemplated 
operations. For Example: Para. (1) Can Phase 1 STALEMATE (Operations against 
the PALAUS) be eliminated, and Phase 2 be executed 15 September, possibly 
adding DOWNPOUR (WOLEAl) as objective to HORROR (ULITHI) and BEQUEST (YAP 
ISLANDS). Para. (2) Can GOSSIFMONGER (TALAUO) amd/or 7/INDBAG (SARANGANl) be 
eliminated and Northern SILVERSAND (MINDANAO) - ACCUMULATION (LEYTE IS.) 
operations be designated as simultaneous or olosely timed operations within 
the capabilities of the fleet to support them until land-based air is 
established. Para. B. In Phase z RENO 5 what operations are contemplated 
to seize, develop and use the available airfield sites in the Central 
SILVERSAND (MINDANAO) plateau area. 


AUGUST (GCT) 

02 0435 CCMSOPAC to CINCPOA info CCMINCH CINCSWPA RNZAF HEADQUARTERS WELLINGTON 
COMAIRSOPAC COMAIRPAC. 



Your 230146 June. . This is T u p O e uTt \ As result conference with representa¬ 
tives RNZAF and CINCSWPA following recommendation submitted by ComSoPac. 

RNZAF squadrons will become available to report to CINCSOWESPA on following 
dates, 2 VF and 1 VB medium now ready in BOUGAINVILLE, 1 VB medium on 17 
September in NEW ZEALAND, 2 VF on 1 October in NEW ZEALAND. Availability 
for employment in combat area for squadrons forming in NEW ZEALAND i 3 de¬ 
pendent on shipping which will be provided by SOPAC to destinations in SOLO- 
MONS-BISMARCK axis and by SWPA if destination is West of EMIRAU. Logistic 
support now provided by SOPAC to NEK ZEALAND air force will be continued for 

aircraft operating in SOLCMONS BISMARCK axis including EMIRAU. If and when 
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02 0435 COMSOPAC to CINCPOA info G CM INCH CI1JCS7/PA RNZAF HEADQUARTERS 7/ELLINGTON 
COMAIRSOPAC COMAIRPAC - continued - 

they operate from points elsewhere than SOLOMONS BISMARCK axis the logistic 
support to be provided by CINCSOWESPA. Details of organization and adminis¬ 
tration to be arranged directly between CINCSOWESPA and Commander RNZAF. 

05 0457Z RICHARDSON HD7/AR to WDCSA info CINCPOA 10TH AKMY . 

- Top - Secr e t . RJ-24287 Campaign Plan GRANITE 2 contemplates partial occupation 
of DIAPHRAGM. Operational planning indicates ultimate necessity for occupa¬ 
tion of all of DIAPHRAGM. Whether final concept directs initial assault on 
this basis or not, ultimate requirement indicates need for 1 Array Corps head¬ 
quarters in addition to the 24th Corps presently assigned. Para. To facili¬ 
tate training and planning necessary it is requested that early action be 
taken by the TTar Department to send to this area the following units: Corps 
Headquarters T/O 100-1, Headquarters company t/o 100-2, Headquarters and 
Headquarters battery corps artillery T/O 6-50-1, signal battalion t/ 011-15. 
Field Artillery Observation Battalion T/O 6-75, Engineer Topographical Com¬ 
pany, Corps T/O 5-167. Request radio advice of action taken. 

05 0910 GHQ SV7PA to AGWAR info CINCPOA, CG SOPAC ADCOM . 

CX15765 I am opposed to the establishment of the arbitrary date of 1 Sept, 
for the termination of transfer of Army troops from the South Pacific to the 
Southwest Pacific area reference WARX 73119 July 30th and CINCPOA getter 
serial 000558 July 20th. JC 7713/5 reads "All other combat and all service 
and supporting troops when not required for the operation bases retained in 
the South Pacific area should pass to the control of the Southwest Pacific" 
This can be interpreted only to mean that it was the intent of the Joint 
Chiefs of Staff to transfer eventually all Army troops of the South Pacific 
Area to the Southwest Pacific Area when their requirement to support the 
South Pacific bases ceased. During the conferences leading up to the mutual 
agreements for the transfer of Army troops from the South Pacific Area to the 
Southwest Pacific Area, a full survey by the South Pacific Area of available 
service force units was impracticable because at that time there was no re¬ 
liable indication as to what missions would be assigned to the South Pacific. 
In my conferences with Admiral Halsey leading up to the final interim solu¬ 
tion I made it clear that the number of Amy Service Force troops being re¬ 
ceived w a s not sufficient to support the Army Air and Army Ground Force units 
being transferred, and I informed that I would expect the transfer of addi¬ 
tional Service Force units if and when they became surplus to the needs of 
the South Pacific. That this principle was understood and accented is in¬ 
dicated clearly by the statement of Commander South Pacific Area cited in 
paragraph 2 CINCPOA’s letter serial 000558 July 20th "No other Service troops 
can be reported as available at this time but will be reported when and if 
they are no longer needed for the missions assigned this area after redeploy¬ 
ment" Para. It is presumed that prior to the redeployment of units from the 
South Pacific Area certain Service Force Units were dispatched there to serve 
the air force and ground force units comprised the Army Garrison. In other 
words it was a balanced force. 7/hen these air and ground force units are 
dispatohed to another area the same general balance should obtain. Examina¬ 
tion of this balance indicates that prior to transfer the /my Air and Amy 
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05 0910 GHQ SWPA to AGWAR info CINCPOA, CG SOPAC ADCCM - continued - 

Ground Force unite aggregated 152,000 troops and the Army Service Force a 
total of 65,000 troops, A 70-30$ ratio. Of the troops transferred the air 
and ground force units total approximately 131,000 and the Array Service 
Force units transferred 14,000R A 90-10$ ratio. This unfavorable balance 
of service force to air and ground force units seriously aggravates the 
present oritical deficiency of service troops already existing in the South- 
West Pacific Area, ■which has necessitated the employment of large numbers of 
combat troops to fulfill the service force mission. My staff is at present 
engaged in trying to solve the service problems of the wideawake campaign 
by a series of expedients. Present indications point to serious defiencies 
in the latter phases of this operation with no solution in sight. Para. I 
desire to point out that if the eventual transfer of the Army Service Units 
of the South Pacific Area to the Southwest Pacific Area is denied, a 
disproportionate impact of the deficiency must be absorbed by the Southwest 
Pacific Area at a time when it is carrying the principal air and ground 
offensive action of the Pacific theatre. 

06 1023 CINCPOA to COMGEUPOA 


_ This T n p Secre te Following are answers to questions urdis 050501Z. (A) 

Forecast as to employment of A and B Divisions is impossible at this time 
because decision of higher authority has not been made as to what operations 
are to follow CAUSEWAY. Possibilities ere (l) Assault if Division has am¬ 
phibious training. (2) Operations ashore following Assault. (3) Garrison. 

(B) Present plans for employment of Divisions as garrison units are generally 
as in Appendix F GRANITE II except substitute 81st for 77th as garrison 
ARTERIAL. Dates and extend of reduction of garrisons depend upon the future 
situation and can not now be forecast. Policy is to keep maximum number of 
divisions available for offensive operations yid to reduce defensive garri¬ 
sons to minimum required by the situation. 

06 1447 COM INCH & CN0 to CINCPAC CCMS0PAC info CINCS0V7ESPAC C0MAIRPAC C0MAIRS0PAC 
RlfZAF HQ WELLINGTONr 

” ~Top Cso r e fr t CCI1SOPAC 020435 approved. 

07 0116 CINCPOA to C0MGI3NP0A info COMINCII. 


■ Top Soon otN^mit^ to Richardson, info King. In compliance request of your 
FT 24 r 79fT^)eing passed you separately for your eyes only. You will note that 
it constitutes a summary of certain views previously given Admiral King in 
conference and was furnished as a result of an inquiry originated by the Joint 
Staff Planners. As directed by my serial 00071 of 3 June GRANITE TWO is to 
be used as the basis for acquiring and preparing forces and for providing 
means for their logistic support. It is requested that any divergent views 
concerning its concept for operationsfor which I am responsible be submitted 
to me. Your RJ 24287, As expressed in my 240957 it is my view that choice 
between post CAUSEWAY operations primarily to occupy Northern DIAPHRAGM or 
to move rapidly into more advanced positions will depend on strategic situa¬ 
tion as it develops. 
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01 2336Z RICHARDSON HDffAR to WDCSA info CINCPO A. 

'$QE-S3Cafi¥ i RJ 24343 This is in furtherance of our radio R22303-15 July 
and in reply to your Top Secret radio War 62673-9 July para it is recommen¬ 
ded that the category of defense for HAWAII, upon successful completion of 
FORAGER, be 6et as category B in accordance with paragraph 31B, "Joint Action 
of the Army and Navy," with the following additional specifications; (A) 

That continuous, constant air protection be provided and that it not be 
limited to periods "When enemy threat is imminent" (B) That long range air 
reconnaissance be provided (c) That no submarine mine barrages be established 
(D) That a minimum of 1 (1) infantry division be present for the defense of 
the islands of the main Hawaiian Group" Para. Cincpoa neither approves nor 
disapproves these recommendations at present but has stated that he will 
make recommendations in near future to Joint Chiefs of Staffs. Request 
information of action taken upon these recommendations. 

10 0125 CINCPOA to CO?I3rdFLEET CCM5thFLEBT info COM INCH COHFWDAREA 

Z. hi .-A 0 _ ?OT - P aul cl . It is my intention to continue the responsibility 
of Commander 5th Fleet for the Forward Area including the Marianas 
until relieved thereof by Com 3rd Fit at a time to be determined later 
by Cincpoa now estimated as about 26 August. Covering and striking 
forces and the forces of the Forward Area will remain under the 
operational control of Com 5th Fit until he is relieved of responsibility 
for the Forward Area. 


10 0133 CI* T CP 0 A to C0?.'.5thFLEET COMGENPOA C0MPHI3SPAC C0?:GENFUFPAC COMGEN 1 0th 
FI ELI- ARMY info cail’TCH COFAIRPAC COK S ERVPAC C0H3rdPIT CO? .GKNAATPO A 

TUP plCRE? . Following assignments are made for planning purposes in 
connection with CAUSEWAY operation* Admiral R. A. Spruance officer 
commanding the CAUSEWAY operation. Vice Admiral R. K. Turner Commander 
Joint Expeditionary Force, Lieutenant General S. 3. Buckner Commander 
Expeditionary Troops. 

09 0400 CINCPOA to C0M5THFLT, C0MGENP0A, COMGEN AAFPOA, COMSERVPAC, COMATRPAC , 

PEP COM XX AF, COHFWDAREA, Info to COMTNCH k CNO, COM 14. 

The MARIANAS are to be developed as a base for future operations of the 
forces of the Pacific Ocean Areas and also for the twentieth Air Force. It 
has become apparent that to meet the requirements of CAUSEWAY and subsequent 
operations there must be a maximum expansion of port facilities and that ex¬ 
tensive naval base facilities must be provided. Para. It has been decided to 
proceed with development of SAIPAN and TINIAN under directives heretofore is¬ 
sued which give high priority to Twentieth Air Force facilities. At GUAM 
priority will be given to improvement of harbor, naval base facilities, stag¬ 
ing facilities for ground troops, facilities necessary for garrison air 
forces, advanced headquarters for CINCPOA together with necessary communica¬ 
tions. Para. Construction for Twentieth Air Force on GUAM will be deferred 
except for depot. Para. Revised directives for base development of GUAM 
will be issued separately. 
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CLASSIFIED 

11 2110Z MARSHALL to RICHARDSON Info HARMON (COMGEHPOA Dassed/to CINCPOA^ 

(War-79225) --- - 

War Department considers that assignment of Air Force Service 
Units is entirely dependent on organization for air service support establish¬ 
ed by Commanding General Amy Air Forces Pacific Ocean Area. It is not pract¬ 
icable from this distance to determine in each case relative merit of specific 
assignment to either 20th Air Force, 7th Air Force or Air Service Command 
Pacific Ocean Area, if latter is established. Accordingly, the War Department 
will continue to assign all air service units (except those which are an inte¬ 
gral part of 20th Air Force) including those listed Urad RJ-24558 to the US 
Army Forces Pacific Ocean Area. This will thus permit their further assignmeni 
as indicated above. 
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15 0355 CINCPOA to C0M3RDFLT, C0M3RDPHIBF0R, CTF 36, C0MGEN3RDPHIBCORPS, Info to 
COMAIRPAC, COL'S OPAC, COMOENFMFPAC, COM INCH * CNO, CINCSWPA, MAR CORPS, 

COMGENADCOHFMFPAC, COMGENPOA, C0M5THFLT, C0M7THFLT, COMPHIBSPAC, CTO 7 57 , 

C0MGEN5THPHIBC0RPS, CCMARAIRNINGSPAC, COMGEN SUTSERVFMFPAC. 

tt 3R—SKCRB3H MyDis 071245 July modified as follows: Major General Julian C 
Smith USMC will command all Expeditionary Troops with designation CTF 36. 
Expeditionary Troops will consist of the following subordinate commands 
(A) for Phase 1. Maj.Gen. R. S. Geiger, USMC, in command of 3rd PhibCorps 
consisting of corps troops, 1st MarDiv and 81st InfDiv (B) for Phase 2. Maj. 
Gen. Hodge, USA, in command of 24th Army Corps consisting of corps troops 
7th, 81st, and 96th InfDivs. XRAY Provisional Amphibious Corps redesignated 
3rd PhibCorps. 

15 2100 JOINT CHIEFS OF STAFF to NIMTTZ . 

War 81033. Preparation of Joint Strategical Studies for 

the war against Japan has been handicapped by lack of accurate and recent 
intelligence, maps, and photographic coverage concerning Japanese inner 
zone, especially BONIN and IZU ISLAND CHAINS, RYUKYUS, and JAPAN prooer. 

Para 2. 

A Vertical reconnaissance photography of the following island 
in the VOLCANO, B0N T N, and IZU chains, scale not smaller 
than 1 to 20,000, is desired as soon as possible consistent 
with current operations, showing beaches in both black and 
white and color, communications, airfields, and large mili¬ 
tary installations: 

(1) IWO JIMA 

(2) HAHA JIMA 

(3) CHICHI JIMA 

(4) HACHIJO JIMA 

(5) MIYAKE SHTMA 

(6) KOZU SHIMA 

(7) Nil SHIMA 

(8) SHTKINE SHIMA 

_B In addition complete vertical cover is desired of the 
above islands any scale. 

Para 3. Also request that any other sources of files of intelli¬ 
gence concerning topography and military installations or object¬ 
ives in the areas referred to in the first paragraph be reexamined 
with view to procuring and transmitting to Washington such intel¬ 
ligence not previously transmitted. 















^ ^ DECLASSIFIED' 
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18 0437 CINCPOA to COMINCH 

T OP nEHRU * " ’. Concept of Central Pacific campaign substantially as 
contemplated in JCS 713/4 and in GRANITE 2 is still considered offer 
best prospects early establishment our forces in Formosa Strait area. 

However after the occupation of the Marianas-Palau line by POA 
forces SWPA forces should be established in Central Philippines. 

Following recent inter area conferences as directed in JCS 713/4 plans 
have been prepared by CinCSWPA for occupation of (A) MOROTAI during 1st 
phase of STALEMATE (B) Occupation of TALAUD in October (C) Of SARANGANI 
in N 0 vember and (D) LEYTE in December. STALEMATE plans include cover 
and support for (A) and (b) by POA forces and my INSURGENT plan outlines 
Pacific Fleet cover and support for (C) and (D). INSURGENT contemplates 
full scale carrier attacks against enemy air force in LUZON and MINDANAO 
to support SARANGANI operation and in FORMOSA LUZON and LEYTE to cover 
and support LEYTE operation. Consider that the combined effect of these 
carrier attacks and the sustained operations of both SWPA and POA shore 
based air forces will reduce enemy air force in PHILIPPINES to an in¬ 
effective force. The coordinated advance of our shore based air forces 
ground forces and naval forces is essential and can be effected under 
present SWPA and POA concepts. Even though some enemy air strength 
remains in LUZON it is my belief that it can be so continuously engaged 
by SWPA air forces established in LEYTE area as to prevent its effective 
interference with subsequent POA operations. 

If we are to obtain advantages of establishment of our forces in 
FORMOSA STRAIT region prior to end of typhoon season 1945 CATTSEWA” must 
follow as closely after LEYTE as movement and preparation of forces 
will permit. My outline plan for CAUSEWA V which involves occupation 
southern FORMOSA and AMOY was prepared to ensure seizure of vital positions 
with minimum force. Lieutenant General Buckner who has been assigned to 
command expeditionary troops has informed me that assuming air superiority 
can be maintained (w :ich assumption I believe can be met) the forces 
summarized in my preliminary staff study will be adequate to accomplish 
the limited occupation. However he considers that it will eventually be 
necessary to conquer the whole island. In my opinion choice between 
occupation northern FORMOSA or rapid movement into more advanced po¬ 
sitions will depend on further developments. Independent estimates by 
my joint staff and by ComGenPOA indicates, requirements for 208,000 and 
244,000 additional troops respectively. Of various estimates including 
those of ComOen 10th Array I am inclined to accept ComGenPOA's estimate 
of total of 261,000 army troops for the limited operation and 505,000 
army troops for the expanded operation as being the best for planning 
purposes. These figures are now being restudied to reconcile difference. 
The Marine strength for limited operation will be 154,000 and the Naval 
personnel on shore 61,000. 

Expansion VLR program over that shown my GRANITE 2 will follow any 
extension of territory acquired on FORMOSA. 

Since lack of time will prevent adequate development of positions 
not now in our possession I have initiated action to develop port and 
base facilities at GUAM and SATPAN to the utmost. ComGenPOA has sub¬ 
mitted a review of additional troop commitments needed to ensure his 
readiness to support the operation which will be forwarded separately. 
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18 0437 CINCPOA to COMTNCH - Continued - 

In order that all preparations may proceed with a minimum of uncertainty 
a firm directive is necessary. 

Para. Recent successes in destroying the enemy carrier based air force 
at sea and his shore based air forces in the MARIANAS WESTERN NEW GUINEA 
and the HALMAHERAS and in destroying his strongly reinforced garrisons 
in the MARIANAS show that we are now able to overcome his resistance in 
any outlying position where we can concentrate and coordine te the power 
of our fleet and amphibious forces and troops and the shore based air 
forces now available in SWPA and POA. 

Para. It is my belief that under cover of POA forces established in the 
FORMOSA STRAIT Area and with Japanese sea communications cut at that lati¬ 
tude the advance of SWPA forces into LUZON will involve no delay in the 
overall progress of the war, will meet minimum resistance and can be ac¬ 
complished concurrently with operations to isolate JAPAN by sea dnd air 
action and to destroy vital objectives in JAPAN by bombing. Operations 
will be mutually supporting and time available for strengthening of enemy 
defenses will be reduced. 

Para. I recommend that the Joint Chiefs of Staff issue a directive 
now for the progressive advance of SWPA forces into the CENTRAL PHILIPPINES 
to be followed by the establishment of POA forces in the FORMOSA STRAIT 
REGION with a target date of 15 February. 

18 0849Z MACARTHUR to COMDR ALLIED AIR FORCES, COMDR ALLIED NAVAL FORCES, COMDR 
ALAMO FORCE, CG USASOS, Info CHIEF STAFF WAR DEFT, CINCPOA, CTF 767 

-fe p 8eea*U CX 16299. Warning order for GOSSIPMONGER (TALAUD IS.) FOLLOWS: 
liinor hostile forces of undetermined strength occupy GOSSIPMONGER (TALAUD). 
Southwest Pacific Forces covered by the 3rd Fleet will seize INVENTION 
(SALERABOE IS. TALAUD) in GOSSIPMONGER to establish air and naval facilities 
to support future operations in EXCELSIOR (P.I.). Target date for George-Day 
15 October. Major troop units abablnseyispjln 32 Division less 1 Regimental 
Combat Team, 8 Engineer battalions. Objectives for air garrison in the 
following priority: By G plus 15, 2 fighter squadrons; G plus 30, additional 
1 fighter group and 1 fighter squadron, 1 night fighter squadron, 1 medium 
bomb group; by G plus 45, additional 1 heavy bomb group (with facilities 
prepared for the use of 1 troop carrier group if substituted for heavy 
bomb group); by G plus 60, additional 1 heavy bomb group. Para. 

ALAMO force will prepare to seize by amphibious operation INVENTION 
construct necessary airjcca port and minor naval facilities. Para. 

Allied air forces will prepare to support the operation in conjunction 
and in coordination with naval air; install the necessary ground echelons 
for air garrisons and initiate preparations at GOSSIPMONGER for staging 
and supporting airborne operations in EXCELSIOR of approximately 1 Regi¬ 
mental Combat Team 32 Division and 1 Battalion 503 Parachute Regiment. Para. 

Allied naval forces will prepare to SLPP the operation by transporting 
and landing elements of the assault and supporting forces and furnishing o, 
naval protection therefor; provide motor torpedo boat operations in tWxy 
GOSSIPMONGER Area by G plus 2 days and establish annor naval forces ast- 
required; details relative to carrier based aviation support and coordination 
between land and carrier based aircraft participating in the operations will 
be communicated to all concerned later. Para. Pattial troop movement direct- 
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18 0849Z MCARTHUR TO COMDR ALLIED AIR FORCES, ETC., 




GOUT* D. 


Ossified 


iv® for concentration follows in separate radio. Combat instructions 
to amplify the above will be issued later. Signed MACARTHUR . 

17 0252 C0M5THFLT to CINCPAC Info CTF 57, CTF 59 


Operations of B-24's without fighter protection against IWO JIMA and CHICHI 
JIMA have resulted in losses from enemy VF attacks. Situation resembles 
that existing early January with our unsupported bomber attacks of MARSHALLS. 
CTF 59 has proposed to CTF 57 use of CVE to give fighter support to his 
attacks. Concur with CTF 57 that properly scheduled and timed fighter 
sweeps from CVE would be valuable. Problem of keeping IWO JIM and CHICHI 
JIMA down can be largely reduced by preventing reenforcement through 
destruction of shipping. However B24's and PB4Y's are not able to accomplish 
this satisfactorily. Request consideration be given to assigning to 
ComForward Area CenPac CVE manned with long range fighters. 


13 2112 CINCPOA to C0M5THFLEET info CTF 57, CTF 59, C0M3RDFLEET 

— TOP SECRET . Since the beginning of the Central Pacific Campaign heavy 
bombers of 1 the 5th, 7th and 13th Army Air Forces and reconnaissance air¬ 
craft of Fleet Air Wing 2 in their attacks on PALAU, YAP, WOLEAI, TRUK and 
the MARSHALLS have demonstrated that it is practicable to attack enemy island 
positions effectively and successfully without fighter cover. Accordingly 
contention that heavy bombers of Task Foroe 59 cannot accomplish Tasks in 
connection with BONINS does not appear well founded. Para. The Carriers 
available for offensive operation in the near future are to be employed in 
the STALEMATE operation. Moreover if they were available to make scheduled 
strikes against the BONINS and other enemy bases against which heavy bombers 
of Task Force 59 are to operate the need for the heavy bomber attacks would 
tend to disappear. Para. Believe my 181945 will improve present situation. 

19 0733 MACARTHUR CINCSWPA via C0M7THFLT to CINCPOA Info COMAAF. COMANF . 

" - ' n rn -r — 1 Lj ' . CX 16358 . Page 4, memorandum record conferences 
with your staff representatives dated 28 July is reference, 
carrier air support GOSSIPMONGER operation is subject. Para. 
Request East Carrier Support by strikes on airdromes FLAREUP- 
WINDBAG and fighter sweeps north central SILVERSAND D-l through 
D/l; TQOVPD* strike D/3 and D/4 and final strike d/ 6. ACCUMU¬ 
LATION AREA ALTERNATE TARGET 2nd and 3rd strikes as determined 
by Commander 3rd Fleet. Southwest Pacific Area heavies will 
continue night harassing operations. Southern SILVERSAND area 
as weather permits throughout this period. Para. Also request 
6 CVE’s attached 7th Fleet for INTERLUDE remain so attached 
during GOSSIPMONGER to augment land- ADRFD ** cover for the 
operation. Para. Indication your capabilities as to above 
would be appreciated at this time to permit issue appropriate 
instructions . 




*As decoded, probably " Second " **As decoded, probably 
"Based" 
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20 0533 C0M7THFLEET to GINCPAC info C0M3RDFLT. CTF56. CINCSWPA. 

COMALLIED AIR FORCES ^ ' -- 


■ T o p Oetw ^t , Com3rd Fleet OPlan 14-44. KITCHENMAID is a 
potential source of danger during INTERLUDE operation. 
Consideration being given to desirability Carrier Strikes this 
area D and D plus 1 days. If you consider feasible TaskGroup 
38.1 may be requested to make these strikes if circumstances 
require in lieu direct support INTERLUDE on these days. 

Advise. Desirability consensus of conference ComCarDivs 22 
and 25 Com7th PhibFor and representatives ComGen Alamo Com 
Air 7th Fleet and 5th Airforce. McArther has seen this. 


21 0237 CINCPOA to CINCSWPA info C0M3RDFLT, C0M7THFLT. COMAIRPAC . 
COMCARDIV 22. COMCARDIV 25. 

- Top Ocrcrct* . It is planned to/leave the 6 CVE’s with 7th 
Fleet through GOSSIPMONGER^s requested by your CX 16358 not 
to all adees. Will advise in near future concerning details 
Fast Carrier strikes to cover operation. 


21 0741 CINCPAC to C0M7THFLT info CINCSWPA, 00M3RDFLT. CTF 58 . 

rfAy^oo, C-n.e/r*& 

leere d . Although strikes on KITCHENMAID may be necessary 
I do not feel they should be made by carriers. I desire to 
retain Fast Carriers for STALEMATE operations but am willing 
to provide 1 Fast Carrier Group for direct support of INTER- 
* L UDE should that be found absolutely necessary. If that 
necessity does not arise however, I am unwilling to divert 
them from their primary task in STALEMATE to other support¬ 
ing operations. 

21 0816 CINCPAC to CINCSWPA info C0M3RDFLEET. 



-T op . Gceret . Your CX 16358. Further consideration of extent 
to which intervening operations and requirements for support 
of K1 and K2 operations will affect capabilities to make 
strikes against SILVERSAND on 6 dates requested indicates that 
details should be left for later decision and that strikes 
should be made on fewer days. Agreement made in Brisbane to 
strike SILVERSAND airfields during period D-l to about D/6 
confirmed. Assume your requests for strikes on specific dates 
are predicated on certain movements and consider that infor¬ 
mation thereof should be given com3rdfleet and CTF 38 to 
guide their eventual decisions. Except where local coordina¬ 
tion necessitates consider it advisable avoid precise schedu¬ 
les in long range planning Fast Carrier operations. 
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21 0123 C1NCF0A to COMGKNPQA Info C0M3RD FI.T , C0M3RDFHIBFOR, C0\I3RDP1IIBC0RPS,CTF36. 

■-*°F Desire personnel replacements for Army units to be employed 

Phase 2 STALEMATE 2 be organized and prepared for transfer as follows:(A) 

To arrive VOCALIST approx W plus 9 approx 2400 officers and enlisted or¬ 
ganized into 2 units of approx 1200 each (B) To arrive VOCALIST approx 
W plus 15 approx 1200 officers and enlisted. Please advise date and 
place above units will be available for lift. In addition to individual 
weapons and equipment and such other equipment aiid supplies as accompany 
this personnel as directed by donGenPOA it is desired that 1 unit of fire 
for individual weapons days 1 K rations and 2 days C rations for personnel 
concerned also accompany replacement personnel. 


29 0901Z RICHARDSON to CINCPOA . 

R-29672-29th TOP SECRET X Replacement plans this headquarters for STALE¬ 
MATE were to furnish replacements for Divisions in rehabilitation areas 
at completion of operation in accordance with War Department policies. 
Method as implied your 210123 is contrary to normal Army policies on 
replacements and considered by the War Dept as last resort to be used 
only when additional units for reserves are unobtainable. The Chief of 
Staff of Army has informed me in a personal letter that overstrengths 
for replacement purposes are beyond our manpower capabilities, if such 
numbers of additional personnel a re deemed necessary for a reserve I 
recommend that this object bo accomplished by alerting and mounting 
additional constituted units. Army or Marine, rather than by replace¬ 
ments as individuals. 
















AUGUST (GCT) 

23 2108 CINCPOA to C OM INCH 

- TOP SECRK ¥ m The lack of a directive as to operations subsequent to 
STALEMATE is proving to be a serious handicap to sound decisions on 
current problems. Orders now being issued for disposition of units 
as they are released from STALEMATE and current development of bases 
in forward areas are predicated on assumption that directives will 
eventually be issued to implement decisions of first paragraph of 
JCS 713/4. Para. It is becoming increasingly evident that without 
a firm directive now for operations to be conducted in the first 
quarter of the calendar year 1945 the forces required will not be 
assembled and prepared in time. In order that the pressure and 
momentum of our operations in the Pacific may be maintained I urge 
that a directive be issued now for the CAUSEWAY operation. 

24 2034 CINCPAC to CTF 57 info CCM5THFLT, CTF 59, CTG 10.15, CTG 59.6, 

C0M3RDFLT, COM MARSHALLS ~ ~ 

Although all shore based air forces assigned to the for 
ward area form one task force and for offensive operations operate 
under their task force commander it is intended that the defensive 
tasks of the aircraft in the ARTERIAL SUB AREA will be subject to 
coordination by the sub area commander exercised through the senior 
officer of TASK P’ORCE 59 in the sub area. To facilitate such 
coordination it is intended that the command posts of the sub area 
commander and the air task group commander will be in close prox¬ 
imity to each other. The use of Joint Command and Communication 
Centers by island commanders and local air defense commanders is 
required. Para. The delineation of command relationships and 
responsibilities in sub areas atolls and islands does not contravene 
the inherent right of the senior naval or military official on the 
spot to employ all forces in his vicinity to meet a serious 
emergency. 

24 1736 COMINCH to CINCPOA info COS ARMY, COMGENPOA 

- 6S CRE T- . Your 100217. THE JOINT CHIEFS OF STAFF approve changing 
the category of defense for the HAWAIIAN AREA to Category "B" plus 
the following additional specifications: (l) Fighter air protection 
to be maintained continuously. (2) Long range air reconnaissance 
to be provided. (3) Ground forces of islands in main HAWAIIAN 
group to be not less than 1 Division 
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26 1545 C CM INCH AND CNQ to CCMSOWSPACFOR Info COFS ARMY, CINCSWPAC, CINCPAC 

TOP SB6RS5f» . Establishment of PHILIPPINE Sea Frontier command approved. 
Estimate earliest arrival in theatre of trained headquarters unit about 
15 November. Urser 00064 of 31 July. Submit by despatch recommendation 
as to size and composition this unit. Anticipate that boundaries will 

^ require changes consequent on developments. 

02 0803 GHQ SWPA MACARTHUR to COMMANDER ALLIED AIR FORCES CINCPOA Info COMMANDER 
ALLIED NAVAL FORCES, COMMANDER 3RD FLT, CG ALAMO FORCE. 

One of the purposes of the Philippine Campaign is to liberate the Filipinos. 
These people will not be able to understand liberation if it is accom¬ 
panied by indiscriminate destruction of their homes, their possessions, 
their civilization and their own lives. Humanity and our moral standing 
throughout the Far East dictate that the destruction of lives and property 
in the PHILIPPINES be held to the minimum compatible with the insurance of 
success in our military campaigns. There is accumulating evidence that 
in some localities the Japanese are evacuating cities, leaving Filipinos 
in residence, either failing to warn them or compelling them to stay. By 
far the greatest destructive effect comes from aerial bombing. Our ob¬ 
jective in areas we are to occupy is to totally destroy hostile effort in 
order to ensure our own success. In other areas we neutralize to weaken 
any hostile effort which may tend to strengthen resistance of our occu¬ 
pation objedtives. In the latter areas our attack objectives are primarily 
airfields and shipping, not metropolitan areas or villages or barrios. To 
the extent possible we must preserve port facilities that we plan to use. 
The Commander Allied Air Forces will, and CINCPOA is requested to issue 
general instructions in compliance with the above with the objective of 
minimizing destruction of life and property of Filipinos. Please Acknowl¬ 
edge. 

03 2208 C0M3RDFLT to CINCPAC Info CTF 38 . 

-Tup Refer to this as 310402. Referring CinCPAC 210741 seamail from 

Mitscher states Com7thFlt representative informs that Kenney's fighters 
cannot arrive over INTERLUDE (M0R0TAI) prior 0900 D Day and direct sup¬ 
port by 38.1 most desirable. Mitscher therefore recommends dawn D Day 
fighter sweep on KITCHSNMAID (MANADO) from position between INTERLUDE 
and GOSSIPMONGER (TALAUD) and I concur. Para. Unless otherwise directed 
Mitscher is instructed by this dispatch to execute his KITCKENMAID sweep 
plan at discretion and thereafter give direct support to INTERLUDE by 38.1 
air operations in the INTERLUDE Area D and D plus 1 as may be requested by 
ComTaskFor 77. 

04 2339 CINCPOA to CQM3RDFLTInfo CTF 38 C0M7THFLT, COMDR ARMY AIR FORCES SVfP, CINC 
SWP, CTF 77, COMINCH, CTG 38.1. 234 P 

T ap In operating carrier it is generally inadvisable to employ 

them in small numbers against shore objectives where the enemy has numerous 
aircraft and many supporting airfields. However, since the forces of Gen. 
MacArthur have been very successful in beating down the enemy air strength 
in the HALAUAHERA, CELEBES, MINDANAO Area it is considered that the opera¬ 
tions outlined in your 310402 (032208) are suitable and your action is ap¬ 
proved. 
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SEPTEMBER (GOT) ^ 

05 0314 CIHCPOA to COMGENAAFPOA Info COMGENPOA, CO'.UNCH . 

“Tup Genpot- Your 031959 requests that you be furnished by 050130 (a) 
objectives and target dates for conceived operations following CAUSEWAY 
and (b) acceptability by CIHCPOA of a total of 25 air combat groups by 
December 1944 increasing to 76 such groups including supporting air force 
ground units by September 1945. You indicated need for such information 
in order to furnish ComGenPOA numbers and types of units to be shipped POA 
so that he might reply to War Department query on subject. JCS 52l/6 and 
JLPC 38/3 dated 12 August predict availability. Paragraph. Limited time 
and information permit at present only general statements as to operations 
beyond CAUSEWAY. The redeployment of Army Air Combat Groups and their 
supporting ground units must be integrated with the overall operational 
aspects. It can not profitably be considered separately from the re¬ 
deployment and operation of other forces. Necessity is stressed for re¬ 
taining available units in the Homeland until the theater is ready to 
receive and use them. The foregoing comments show that commitments as to 
redeployment of air groups are infeasible until JCS directives permit 
firmer planning than is now the case. Para. For planning purposes target 
date for CAUSEWAY is 15 February but a firm directive has not been received 
and that date is subject to radical change. For planning purpose assume 
as a concept of subsequent operations a similar operations against the 
mouth of the YANGTZE RIVER Area with concurrent operations against ob¬ 
jectives in NANPO SHOTO and NANSEI SHOTO with target date 60 days after 
completion CAUSEWAY. In addition for planning purposes assume a concept 
of seizure of a position in the KURILUS mounting from ALASKAN positions 
with a target date of 15 May. Para. Plans for future operations are 
under study and development and copies of tentative ones will be forwarded 
to you as they are issued. PleaRe furnish me with copy of your reply to 
ComGenPOA on subject matter. 

02 0200 CINCPOA to COMGENPOA Info C0M3RDPHTBF0R, CTF 36, COMGEN XXIV CORPS . 

Tnj- ComGenPOA 290901. Com3dPhibFor 301804 indicates that Com3d 

PhibFor, CTF 36, and ComGen XXIV Corps believe that in principle replace¬ 
ments are preferable to additional organized reserve battalions as more 
readily absorbed and utilized, that in Phase 2 STALEMATE replacements now 
set up are contemplated for use as such and not as reserves and recommend 
that replacements be sent as such if at all. However* in view of the fact 
that UrUis 290901 states that the method of providing replacements MyDis 
210123 is contrary to normal Army policies on replacements and considered 
by the War Dept as last resort to be used only when additional units for 
reserves are unobtainable and in view of the statement of Con3dPhibFor 
that prospective situation Phase 2 warrants cancellation of any replace¬ 
ments or reserve battalions CinCPOA's directive for replacements for 
Phase 2 will be cancelled. 
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09 0314Z JOINT CHIEFS OF STAFF to NIMITZ, KACARTHPR 

WARX 27648 TOP SECRET ADMIRAL W3MITZ ONLY Pursuant to and in 
furtherance of the stratecic concept set forth in JCS 713/4, 
The Commander in Chief, Southwest Pacific Area (CINCSWPA) and 
Commander in Chief, Pacific Ocean Areas (CINCPOA) will conduct 
the operations and submit the plans directed below. A firm 
decision as to whether LUZON will be occupied before FORMOSA 
will be made later. 



Para 2. CINCSWPA will: 

A After conducting such preliminary operations as nay be 
necessary: 

(1) Occupy the LEYTE-SURIGAO Area, target date 20 December 

1944. 

(2) Seize and develop bases and install forces in the Central 
PHILIPPINES necessary to: 

(a) Support a further advance directly to FORMOSA by 
Pacific Ocean Areas (POA) Forces, with target date 
1 March 1945, or alternatively, 

(b) Seize LUZON, target date 20 February 1945. 

B Submit, without delay, plans for: 

(1) The effective reduction of enemy air on LUZON in support 
of an attack on FORMOSA by POA Forces, with target date 

1 March, prior to seizure of LUZON, while continuing 
within the limit of resources remaining to him to extend 
his control over the PHILIPPINES. 

(2) The occupation of the Northern PHILIPPINES following the 
LEYTE-SURIGAO Operation, with target date for the main 
assault against LUZON 20 February 1945. 

Para 3. CINCPOA will: 

A Furnish necessary fleet support and augment assault shipping 
for the Southwest Pacific Operations directed in paragraph 2A. 

B Submit plans without delay for: 

(1) The occupation, development and defense of FORMOSA, 
including AMOY if necessary, target date 1 March 1945. 

(2) Support of the LUZON Operation, target date 20 February 

1945. 

Para 4. CINCSWPA and CINCPOA will: 

A Arrange for coordination and mutual support of the operations 
and plans directed above. 

B Coordinate plans with the Commanding General, U.S. Forces, 
^W^V^'ar^A’ in orc * er obtain maximum support from the CHINA- 
■'*CT m 'Sobrdinate with the Commanding General, 20th Air Force, to 
arrange for the conduct of supporting operations by that air 
force. 


2 . 
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09 1830 C0H3RDFLT to CTF 39, Info COMTNCH, CINCPOA, C0M7THFLT, CINCSOWESPAC, 
C011AAF “ 


■TOP This is warning order for modification ray Op Plan 14-44. 

Pending information and results 1st SILVERSAND (MINDANAO) strikes be 
prepared modify air plan as follows: D-3 to D-l strike ACCUMULATION 
(LEYTE) OXYGEN (CEBU) BANDAGE (NEGROS) area with TG 38.2 and 38.3, strike 
SILVERSAND with TG 38.1. My modified plan will be transmitted while 
fueling on D-4. Para. New Subject. Consideration is also being given 
to strikes on WHITEWASH (LUZON) with 3 carrier groups on D/6 followed 
by additional strikes on ACCUMULATION OXYGEN and BANDAGE on d/ 7. Staff 
representatives will visit you D-4 to discuss movement and logistics 
WHITEWASH plan. 

10 1955 CINCPOA to C0M3RDFLT Info COMINCH 

Your 091830. Unless there have been developments of which I am unaware 
it is preferable that strikes against ‘the PHILIPPINES be made by at 
least 3 carrier task groups within tactical supporting distance in 
accordance original concept your OpPlan 14-44. 

06 2136 CINCPAC to C0M3RDFLT Info CTF 57, COMCRUDIV 5 

TH'ifi 16 TOP OUgRBT . Plan leave CruDiv 5 in TF 57 at least until after 
STAL&IATE. Desire she not be moved to CAROLINES but employed in general 
area of MARSHALLS and J1ARIANAS to safeguard our communication lines or 
to operate against enemy held positions as may be found desirable in a 
manner similar to the employment of that division after GALVANIC and 
FLINTLOCK. 

10 0705 C0M3RDFLT to CTF 57 Info CINCPAC 

• TOP SH ORTS Cincpac 062136 Operate CruDiv 5 in ’1ARSHALLS MARIANAS area 
in manner best suited to accomplish my task of covering principal sea 
communications from West Coast and Hawaiian Islands through vicinity of 
ENTWETOK to MARIANAS. Employ CruDiv 5 against enemy held positions in 
MARSHALLS and MARIANAS when such positions threaten our sea communications 
and when use of CruDiv 5 will eliminate or materially reduce such threat. 
Para. Other operations by CruDiv 5 against enemy held positions will be 
as Cincpac may direct. 

10 2333 CINCPOA to CINCSOWESPACAREA 

TOP GEOP.II'E . Request your comment or concurrence in my Joint Staff 

of INSURGENT operation (my serial 00099 of 20 August) as basis for 

detailed planning of Pacific Fleet cover and strategic support of 

operations to occupy the WINDBAG (SARANGINI BAY) and ACCUMULATION 

(LEYTE) - LOGARITHM (SURTGAO STRAIT) areas in compliance WARX 27 4 

9 September. Para. Request as soon as practicable your details 

concept of Pacific Ocean Areas support of WHITEWASH (LUZON) oper 

for use in preparation plans required by same direction from Jo‘ 

Chiefs of Staff. £ 
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11 1637 CINCSOWESTPAC VIA REAR ECHELON, COE 7TH FIjEET to CINCPOA Info 
C0M3RDFLT, CO!: ALLIED "AVAL FORCES, C PF ALLIED AIR FORCES 

TOP CEGftKSL . Cite CX 17617. Your 210816 relative fast carrier strikes 
in support of GOSSIR,LONGER (TALAUD) operation. In order that arrange¬ 
ments can be made firm at an early date for the coordination of 3rd 
Fleet fast carrier and Southwest Pacific land based strikes from G 
minus 1 to G plus 6, it is requested that direct contact with the 
Commander 3rd Fleet be authorized. At TEACUP Conference, Commander 
3rd Fleet considered strikes in southern SILVERSAND AREA (MINDANAO IS.), 
from G minus 1 to G plus 6 practicable with not more than 2 carrier 
groups, subject to your decision, and dependent on the current situation 
of STALEMATE II and the general strategic situation. MACARTHUR 

13 0131 CINCPOA to CINCST/PA Info COMINCH, C0M3RDFLT, COM 1ST CARRIER TASK FORCE, 
COM 2ND CARRIER TASK FORCE 

- TOP SEGRET % Your CX 17617. It is ny desire to employ the covering and 
striking forces of the Pacific Fleet in the manner which will most 
effectively provide strategic cover and support for your successive 
operations and will also contribute most effectively to the overall 
progress of the war. Carrier operations now proposed in connection with 
occupation of FULLCRY (PALAIJ) VOCALIST (YAP) GOSSIFMONGER (TALAUD) 
WINDBAG (SARANGANI BAY) and ACCUMULATION (LEYTE) will extend almost 
continuously over a four months period and must therefore be reviewed 
carefully to ensure that consideration is given to requirements for 
occasional rest for personnel, material upkeep for ships and other 
logistic needs. Para. The success of our initial air attacks in the 
Southern EXCELSIOR (PHILIPPINES) tends to confirm my belief that the 
enemy air force in the EXCELSIOR (PHILIPPINES) will be effectively and 
promptly reduced. The Fast Carrier Task Forces should be free to 
strike the enemy fleet and air forces wherever they may be and exacting 
schedules of strikes against particular objectives tend to limit unduly 
their freedom of action. It now appears possible that by the latter 
half of October and in November it may be advantageous to strike 
objectives well to the northward of WHITEWASH (LUZON) possibly including 
JAPAN providing that such strikes continue to give strategic cover and 
adequate support to your operations for which (TIE divisions and shore 
based air can continue to give direct support. Para. Admiral Halsey 
is free to confer with you whenever his duties afloat permit and to 
arrange detailed coordination but I must continue to ensure that the 
employment of the forces assigned to his command meet the requirements 
of the overall strategic situation, inflicts maximum damage on the 
enemy and maintains his forces in readiness to meet future require¬ 
ments. Para. In order to expedite our planning for the next six 
months suggest a conference of planning staffs at Pearl Harbor in the 
near future. 
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13 0230 


CCK3RDFLT to CINCPOA, CINCSOITESPAC, COMINCH Info CTF 38, 


CTF 31 


-^ OP SECR ET Dovmed carrier pilot rescued from LEYTE informed by- 
natives no Nips on LEYTE BOHOL APIT or small islands in vicinity. 

Planes report no military installations except bare strips on LEYTE 
and no fields on SAMAR. Natives estimate 15,000 troops CEBU. New ./ 
subject preliminary incomplete reports first day Central PHILIPPINES ^V 
strike 50 airborne planes shot down and over 150 destroyed on ground, 
several AK's and many small vessels sunk. Enemy air NEGROS-CEBU 
apparently reinforced overnight. Air slugging match now going on. 

No attack on surface ships yet. 

13 0300 C0M3RDFLT to CINCPOA 

- TOP CEC ag£. Pefer my 130230 am firmly convinced FULLCRY (PALAU) r s/' 
not now noeded to support occupation of PHILIPPINES. ARTERIAL 
(WESTERN CAROLINES) not essential to our operations (except ULITHI 
which easily defended), can not be used by enemy, and does not offer 
opportunities for destruction of enemy forces commensurate with delay 
and effort involved in STALEMATE. Para. 3elieve that LEYTE fleet 
base site can be seized immediately and cheaply without any intermediate 
operations if initial landings were covered by Task Force 30 until land 
based air can be installed. Suggest that Task Force 31 could be made 
available by CINCSOWESPAC if STALEMATE II cancelled. 


13 0747 CINCPAC to C0H3RDn,T Info COMINCH, CINCSOWKSPAC 

■ -g OP 9E0I HS . Carry out first phase of STALEMATE as planned. Am 




considering eliminating occupation of YAP to make forces and resources 
available for other employment. In any event will occupy and develop 
ULITHI as planned and would neutralize YAP from PALAU and GUAM. Action 
adee acknowledge. 


13 0813 CINCPOA to CINCSY7PA Info COM INCH, C0M3RDFLT 

My 130747. Loading of forces for Phase II of STALEMATE 
practically finished and they will bo sailed as planned. If occupation 
of YAP is elininated 24th Corps including 7th 77th and 96th Divisions 
plus Corns Troops and Garrison Forces for YAP (see Annex A my OpPlan 
6-44) would be potentially available to exploit favorable developments 
in the PHILIPPINES. Your views on this and Com3rdFleet's 130300 
requested. 


\ 
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12 1816 OPERATIONS DIV T/DGS AKER THEATER to COMMANDING GENERAL ALASKAN DEFT. 

REAR ECLEl.o" FT RICHARDSON, CUMGEN ALASKAN DEFT ADV CP ADAK Info 

CINCPOA, COLNORPAC, CqALASSFAFRON, GC%1 17 

-g QP SSCRJS-P- . WARX 23430 WDOPD 6623-JRR-308310PD 320.2 TS (8J344) SUBJ 
reduction of troop basis Alaskan Dept. 9 Sept 1944. Informing you now 
of the mission of the Alaskan Department with respect to operations 
forth coming in the Pacific is as follows. A. Authorized UJCS 474/4 
dated September 31, 1943 the ADA?' Depot will be completed and maintained 
less stockage over and above that required for the permanent garrison. 
State of maintenance will be such that it can be placed on an operating 
basis within a period of 90 days.. Personnel will be provided from other 
sources outside of your theater when depot is made operative. B. Upon 
15 days notice you will be prepared to base not more than 3 VBH groups 
in the Aleutians with the understanding that temporary housing and steel 
runway matting will be adequate and that necessary air service and 
antiaircraft units will accompany these groups. The VBH base on SHEMYA 
AJ.TCHITKA and AEAK will bo completed by July 1945 and based on that date 
you will restudy^your construction requirements and report to the YJar 
Department personnel and equipment including antiaircraft units which 
can be made available thereby for assignment to other theaters. Above 
bases will be completed to the extent only of providing hard standings 
taxiways runways and minimum construction necessary for operation of VBI. 
No construction will be provided for housing personnel. D. Adequate 
base facilities will be maintained in the Aleutians to receive and 
operate tactical air units in the number and rate of flow indicated in 
Appendix B of JCS 52l/6. This will be done with the understanding that 
supporting air service and AAA units will be furnished from sources 
outside the theater. E. Moreover you will be prepared to stage as many 
as 8 infantry divisions and supporting troops with total strength of 
352,000 which includes the Alaskan Department garrison through the 
Aleutian bases at the rate of 2 divisions per month each remaining in 
the Aleutians 2 months and the first 2 arriving by March 31, 1945. It 
will be necessary to accomplish this with facilities now existing or 
presently under construction. Supplies for the above will not be main¬ 
tained at this time within your theater but will be issued at the 
time of redeployment. Necessary biases and facilities to implement the 
above redeployment will be maintained by you witli the understanding that 
tentage will be used if necessary' to accomplish the housing required. 

This tentage will be requisitioned at the time of redeployment. Desire 
y r our recommdndations as to the minimum garrison that you will need at 
this time to maintain installations required for the above. 

14 0316 GHQ Shi'A MACARTP.UR to CINCPOA, JOINT CHIEFS OF STAFF Info C0M3RDFLT 

OX 17697 TOP l)L0n.j?-. Com3rdTleet 130300 and Cinopoa 130813 and Joint 
Chiefs of Staff OCTAGON 24 are references. Reports from air and ground 
sources of carrier air attacks on PHILIPPINES have been awaited with 
a view to the creation of the opportunity to eliminate one or both op¬ 
erations scheduled prior to K2 and its consequent acceleration. This 
has been anticipated as stated in RE”0 and TTUSKETEER and plans have been 
antitidpated and 'nave been prepared accordingly. No information yet 
available bey^ond 0om3rdFlt 130230. Report by rescued carrier pilot 
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14 0316 Cont'd 

incorrect according to ma8s of current evidence from our local agents. 
Concur in elimination of YAP attack. Present limited intelligence indi¬ 
cates probability of elimination prior steps and direct movement against 
LIU TL but consider further information of current air action necessary 
before final decision, first cavalry and 24th Infantry Divisions imme¬ 
diately available with service elements sufficient to support entire 
operation. Air elements available. Logistic support practicable. If 
executed will stage personnel only of 24th Corps for rest during final 
preparations. 

14 0835 CINCPAC to CCA!INCH 

id- If not inappropriate request copy OCTAGON 24 mentioned ^ 

MacArthur's 140316. 

14 1000 CINCPOA to CINCSVIPA Info CCl?INCH, CCM3RDFLT 

3ECREX - Request clarification and amplification last sentence vour ^ 
140316. Tor your information force sailing from PEARL for Forward Area 
Central Pacific on 15th is a completely balanced one that is combat 
loaded and equipped for assault occupation and development of YAP and 
if developments should require is capable of diversion to an alternate 
objective such as IW0 JMA or assistance at LEYTE. Paragraph. Assume 
MUSKETEER mentioned your dispatch is a plan if so request copy. 
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• TOP DBORI!¥>. With further reference to your 130230 purposes of ^ 
occupation of FIJLLCRY (PALAU) and HORROR (ULITHl) include not 
only support of occupation of EXCELSIOR (PHILIPPINES) but also 
completion of noutralizt^hion^jf^ljijjhway and support of advances into 
PATRIMONY (PORMOSA^^fnS operations against objectives to northward. 
See page 2 my Joint Staff Study STALEMATE II. 


14 0101 CINCPOA to CaiINCH 



"I'Ll uLCrflyp t Nimitz to King. My 130747 130813 and 132100. The y/ 
occupation of PALAU and ULITHl are of course essential and it would ■* 
not be feasible to reorientate the plans for the employment of the 
FALATI attack and occupation forces as rapidly as Halsey’s 130230 
appears to visualize. However initial reports of our success in 
promptly overcoming enemy air forces in the PHILIPPINES has been 
even greater than I had expected and creates a situation in which 
the capture and occupation of YAP ruiy be no longer necessary. Para. 

To exploit fully the favorable developments to date it now appears 
advisable to use the YAP force to assist in an early movement into 
LEYTE or if MacArthur should not desire to move promptly it may be 
feasible to take IW0 JIMA in mid October using the YAP Force. If 
the situation in the PHILIPPINES then permits withdrawal of the 
major portion of the Fast Carrier Task Forces it may be feasible 
to strike JAPAN to cover the IW0 JIMA assault. Am preparing plans 
along these lines for use if required. Para. The foregoing represents 
concepts which nay or may not eventuate but which are submitted now 
to keep you fully informed of possibilities. 

14 1325 CCM INCH to CINCPOA, CCM3RDFLT 

‘ Tft' 3E6:(Q I P . OCTAGON 24 of 13 September TopSec book message to 
MacArthurfor action. To Nimitz Halsey and AGWAR Washington for 
information from Joint Chiefs of Staff. CINCPOA 130813 and Com- 
3rdFlt 130300 in regard to omission of operation against YAP and 
utilization of that force for occupation of LEYTE are the references. 
Para. The Joint Chiefs of Staff are of opinion that this operation 
is HII-SLY * to be desired and would advance the progress of the war 
in your theater by many months as well as simplifying the arrange¬ 
ments for further operations. » probably "highly". 


14 2359 MACARTHUR VIA CCM7THFI-T to CINCPOA Info CCM3RUFLT, NASHVILLE (CL43) y 

■SOP 0EeRB¥» Quote hicom from MacArthur. Joint Chiefs of Staff have 
by another channel. In view Com3rdFlt’s latest report on carrier 
operations in PHILIPPINES Area I am prepared to move immediately to 
execution of K2 with target date October 20th Unquote. 
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15 0258 JOINT CHIEFS OF STAFF to NIMITZ, MACARTHITR Info HALSEY 

OCTOG**J 3/ A y 

TOP ODCP.P’R . ^Joint Chiefs of Staff authorize MacArthur to execute 
LEYTE Operation target date 20 October reference MacArthurs 
C17744 September 16. MacArthur and Nimitz arrange necessary coordi¬ 
nation. Inform Joint Chiefs of Staff of your plans. Nimitz 
acknowledge. 

15 2044 CINCPOA to C0M3RDFLT, COMGENPOA, C01.1ARMYAIRFORCE POA, COMAIRPAC, 
COMSERVPAC, COMDESPAC, C0USU3PAC, C0MGENFI.1FPAC, Info to COMINCH 
COUSOPAC, C0MN0RP4C, CTF'S 57 59 31 3~3 38, C0MMARSHALLSSU3AREA,CTNCSWPA. 


■ T a p - So e r e t . . My OpPlan 6-44 modified to delete VOCALIST from positions 
to be captured. Orders governing employment of troops and garrison 
forces heretofore intended for VOCALIST will follow. 

16 0125Z CINCSOWESPAC to CINCPOA Info C0M3RDFLT, COMALLIED ATRFOR, COIAALLTEDNAVFOR 


(LINGAYAN 

GULF)- 


' Top 9sc.i < o fc . CX 17817 Reference your 102333 INSURGENT Plan. Phase I 
not now applicable. Phase 2 is generally concurred in except that 
present,,planning indicates that the landings cannot be made until mid¬ 
morning and it would be desirable td have an early morning strike of 
the 3 carrier groups against beach defenses on D Day. In this respect 
plans contemplate minesweeping operations together with landing opera¬ 
tions on islands at entrance LUBRICATE (LEYTE GULF) on D minus 2_ and 
D minus 1. The off-shore operations will be covered by 7th Fleet escort 
carriers while fast carriers strike into the mainland areas. Para. 

It is probable that flexibility can be attained only by late conference 
between Southwest Pacific Area and Com3rdFleet. It is suggested that 
you authorize this procedure relative details subject to such limitations 
you may impose. K2 Staff Study will be forwarded shortly. Para. Study 
of the WHITEWASH (LUZON IS) Plan is proceeding and you will be advised 
earliest practicable date of support required for STICKFAST (Operations 
against LUZON) Operations. Tentatively for the OBTRUSIVE (APARRI) 
Operation, if held, a pre D Day strike of maximum strength should be 
made against DIAPHRAGM (FORMOSA) and selected areas on the SUBLIME (CHTNi} 
Coast, followed by a strike in northern WHITEWASH about D minus 2 and 
D minus 1 days with standby for further strikes into the ftlAPHRAGM area 
after D day. If, as is probable, the OBTRUSIVE Operation can be omitted 
approximately the sane fast carrier support would be required for 
SARTORIAI^ . CVE's reinforced by fast carriers, if later information 
'-equires latter, would cover landing. 


16 0346 CINCPOA to CINCSWPA Info COMINCH,C0M7THFLT,CTF'S 31 32 33, CTG’S 32.2 
TT7T 31.2, "COMFWDAREACENTFAC,COMSOPAC,GOMSERVPAC.OOMPHIBSPAC,ADC0M- 

PHIBSPAC,COMAIRPAC~ COUPES°AC, C0U3RDFLT. 


• Tap - G i s&v. t r . TF 33 Vice Admiral Wilkinson ETA ENIWETOK 27th Somprises 
3” AOC 21 TPA 5 AP 1 APH 2 LSV 6 AKA 2 AK 5 LSD 8 APD 48 LST 18 LCI(G) 


21 DD plus miscellaneous mine, escort and patrol craft and with 7th and 
96th Infantry Divisions plus other units listed in separate dispntnh 
- continued - c. o J ! 
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ont'd)l6 0346 CINCPOA to CINCSLT8A Info (As listed) — Continued. 


embarVed will be ready to proceed as directed by Com7thFleet when 
released by Com3rdFleet on or about October 3. TG 32.2 Rear Admiral 
Blandy with 1 RAGC 8 APA 3 AP 2 AKA 3 ATT 2 LSD 4 LST 8 DD with 77th 
Inf Div embarVed mil be ready to proceed from GUAM as directed by 
Com7thFleet when released by Con3rdFleet on or about October 5. Fol¬ 
lowing ships employed in 1st Phase STALEMATE under CTF 31 will be ready 
to proceed from PALAU as directed by Con7thFleet when released by 
Com3rdFlaet on or about September 25 if required 8 APA 1 AK 2 ISD 
20- LST 5 DD, Also LST 24-220-241-986 ordered from SoPac should re¬ 
port Com7thFleet by 1 October. TG 31.1 Rear Admiral Oldendorf com¬ 
prising 6 OBB 4 CA 4 CL 14 DD should be ready to proceed from MANUS 
as directed by Com7thFleet after replenishing ammunition and when re¬ 
leased by Com3rdFleet on*or about gctober 5. TG 31.2 Rear Admiral 
Stump comprising 12 CVE 12 DD will be ready to proceed from "WESTERN 
CAROLINE Area as directed by Com7thFleet when and as released by 
Com3rdFleet not later than October 6 will require bombs and aircraft 
in MANUS. Additional commitments of assault shipping previously made 
can not be met for target date October 20. This cancels my 232323. 
070105 - 120310 - 102345 - 102355 - 100449 . 2 APA 2 APH 1 AP 3 AKA 

and 4 DD now in TF 31 must be retained in PELELIU to evacuate 1st 
MarDiv and casualties to RUSSELL5. In implementing these movements 
suggest Com7thFleet deal directly with Com3rdFleet including CINCPOA 
and CTF 31 as information addressees. Your comment requested. Logistic 
will be covered in later dispatch. 


16 0410 CINCPOA to CINCS7TPA Info COUTUCH, C0M0ENP0A, COUGENAAFPOA. 


ge p Goc hb^ . Separate despatches inform you cif forces available from 
PACIF T C OCEAN AREAS to comply with directive of OCTAGON 31A. I as¬ 
sume that ships and troops employed will be returned to Qperational 
control of CINCPOA as soon as situation permits. 


16 0535 CINCPOA to COMPHIBSPAC, CTF 36, CCMGENPOA, CCMGENAAFPOA Info CINCSV/PA, 
CCLSRPFLT, CCMOEN VII AIRFORCE, C(r3RD?UllF0R . 

TCJ1 Desire following Army aviation units withdrawn from Task 

Force 33'and Task Group 59.6: 854th AvEng Bn, 15th Fighter Group, 6th 

Nite Fighter squadron, 386th air service group special, Det of 384th 
Sig Co Avn, Det 38 70th AACS Gp, Det 57 7th '.leather Sq. Para. Disembark 
personnel and material as practicable at PEARL or EM 1V7ETGK. 

16 1119Z CINCSOVJESPAC to CINCPOA Info C013RPFLT, CTF 38, CCMAIRPAC, COM 7 thplt. 


TOP Pb lbrg.. Concur in ordering of officer your 120641 September to . 
assist material EXBELSIOR (PHILIPPINES). 
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15 0419 CIUCSWPAC to CdlDR ALLIED FORCE, CO'UR ALLIED NAVAL FORCES, CCMDR 
ALLIED AIR FORCES, CG 8th ,T S ARIiY, GEU'ERAL 7 JSASOS info CIVCPOA 

C0M3rdFLT, C.ill-r (V STAFF LA?. DEI?, CG 14th CORI’S, JO USAFFE. 


OX-17760 .ur 5T? 8RET . Here follows modification of warning instruc¬ 
tions number 5, designated warning instruction number 5/l. Previous 
operations instructions in conflict herewith are cancelled. Hostile 
land based air forces and shipping in the MINDANAO and LISAYAU areas 
and along the line MENADQ-HALMAHERA-U1BOO have been destroyed. Our 
landings in the PALAUS and in the MOLUKKAS are progressing satisfac¬ 
torily. Southwest Pacific Area forces, covered and supported by the 
3rd Fleet, will move directly on ACCUMULATION (LEYTE) eliminating 
TALAUD-SARAIIGANI and MISAMIS, target date 20 October. Troops 8th U.S. 
Army, composed of 10 and 24 corps; 10 corps, 1st Cavalry and 24th 
Divisions; 24 Corps, now departing HAWAII, composed of 7th and 96th 
Divisions. Land based air forces, supporting and service troops as 
later designated. General plan of operations and missions assigned 
Commander 6th Army, Allied TIaval and Air Forces, generally as set 
forth for K2, warning instructions number 5, this headquarters, 31 
August 1944. Coordination of planning, no change. Coordination 
of carrier based and land based aviation will be given later. Logistic 
and communications instructions, generally no change. Alamo Force will 
be discontinued as a task force, effective 0001 hours, zone item time, 

25 September. 8th Army will assume on that date such duties of the 
Alama Force as have not been passed to other commands. Concentrations 
directed for GOSSIPYON tGER (TALAUD), operations instructions number 63 
dated 30 August, will proceed. Changes in destinations will be announc¬ 
ed later. Concentrations for WINDBAG (SARANGANI BAY), operations 
instructions number 67 dated 9 September, are cancelled. Movement 
of AUSTRALIAN troops to AITAPE and WESTERN NEW BRITAIN, operations 
instructions number 65 dated 30 August, are suspended. Movement 
retaining elements 33rd Division to H0LLA1IDIA is cancelled. Staging 
movements as a consequence this directive will follow. 


15 0707 CTNCSWPAC to CIUCPOA info C0K3rdFLT . 

CX 17771 T0I SUCRE*. Reference your 141000. Based on previous 
exchanges of radiograms, our plan for ACCUMULATION (LEYTE) operation 
will be to use the 24th Corps (less 77th division) and with service 
elements as at present loaded. In addition thereto, a corps of 2 divs, 
the 1st Cavalry Division and the 24th Division, will be loaded in the 
Southwest Pacific. For this purpose a 2 division lift will be necessary 
from sources outside the Southwest Pacific area. Assumption is being 
made that 1 additional division lift discharging troops in Phase I STALE 
MATE, supplemented by the 1 division lift and 38 LST’S and other equip¬ 
ment previously specified for WINDBAG (SARANGANI BAY), will be available 
for this purpose. It was believed desirable that the troops only consti 
tuting the 24th Corps and other elements of the YAP Task Force be 
discharged at some location in the Southwest Pacific for rest, all ships 
remain combat loaded. For this purpose 1 division can be accommodated 
at MANUS, 1 division at 0R0 BAY and the slower ships containing service 
troops elements at H0LLANDIA if required. Your comments concerning 
this general plan requested. It is further requested that the commander 

2353 















fCP 

SEPTEMBER (GOT) 
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24 th Corps, 7th and 96 th Divisions with planning and 
operations staffs be flown from 1 st port of call to 
HOLLANDIA for planning purposes. Copies of MUSKETEER plan 
are being forwarded this date. This plan is the overall 
PHILIPPINE campaign and when drawn contemplated WINDBAG 15 
November, ACCUMULATION 20 December, OBTRUSIVE (APARRI) 31 
January and SARTORIAL (LINGAYEN GULF) 20 February. Recent 
developments materially alter this plan. The intermediate 
objectives before ACCUMULATION will be eliminated and, from 
present indications regarding hostile air, the OBTRUSIVE 
operation can probably likewise be eliminated. Based on 
target date for ACCUMULATION, 20 October it is probably 
that the SARTORIAL operation can be executed in the latter 
part of December. 

16 1515 CTF 31 to C0M3RDFLT Info CINCPAC. CTF 31 (Admin). CTG 32.2. 

CTF 33 , CTF 32. ---*• 

TOP SECRE T- . Your 150415* Am prepared, if and when tactical 
situation PELELIU and ANGUAR permits diversion of RCT of 
81st Division from this area, to take ULITHI and meet 77th 
Division date in Cincpoa 160346 provided (a) The assault 
troops can be left ULITHI for return to PELELIU less 
estimated 1 battalion as garrison ULITHI by use of vessels 
remaining for evacuation of 1st MarDiv. (b) 1 or more 
Serfor vessels present ULITHI for communications and other 
needs of troops between departure transports and arrival 
ULITHI sections of Task Force 33 oonvoy and 1st garrison 
echelon. 

As alternative or in case of delay in ULITHI attack 
could make up shipping for 77th Division from remaining 
1st MarDiv ships and return ULITHI attack shipping to 
service of 1st MarDiv evacuation. 

17 0135 00M3RDFLT to CTF 31 Info CINCPAC. CINCSOWESPAC . C0M7THFLT 

4 ? 0i ;t - gBCldA & . In connection with changes in campaign plans 
desire you initiate arrangements for transfer and movements 
of Task Force 31 units to Southwest Pacific keeping origi¬ 
nator informed. Com3rdFlt approval may be assumed unless 
you are specifically informed to contrary. If Com3rdFlt 
staff can be of assistance speak up. General Riley now at 
HOLLANDIA and Colonels Brooks, USMC and Dayharsh, Army, can 
be made available to you or CinCSWPac if desired. I intend 
visit PALAU in Hunt with operation*/ staff about d /8 or 9 if 
strategic situation permits will then confer with MacArthur. 

# 
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17 030S CINCSWPA to CINGPOA Info COI.IINCH, CTF 31. CTF 32. CTF 33 

CTG 32.2. CTG 31.1. CTG 31.1. COMFV.UAREA GEN? AC, COHSOPAC. 

COMSERVPAC. C0M7THFLT, COMPHIBSPAC. ^DCOHPHIBSPAC. COMAIRPAC. 

COMDESPAC, COM3RDFLT. 

CX 17875. " TfrP JLOftET- reference 160346. All plans based on 
movement of 1st Cavalry Division and 24 th Division from this 
area into LEYTE in addition to the 7th and 96 th Division as 
loaded. This plan is preferable to use of the 77th Division 
which has just completed a hard campaign. It is requested 
that you send Admiral Blandys force which was to mount the 
77th Division to this area for loading 1 of our divisions 
which is ready fresh and has studied the target area. The 
total equipment available from Blandys force and from PALAU 
operations becoming available 25 September no less than 
required for mounting troops from the Southwest Pacific for 
the LEYTE operation. Is it not practicable to leave the 
1st Marine Division on PALAU lifting it to the rear after the 
LEYTE operation on the equipment becoming available from 
allocating to us for the LEYTE operation as much of the 
equipment retained on PELELIU to evacuate the 1st Marine 
Division as practicable query should this plan be possible 
how much of the 2 APA 2 APH 1 AP and 3 AKA could be made 
available for LEYTE operation query 


17 0550 CINCSOWESTPaCAREA via C0M7THFLT to CINGPOA 

C17882 UrDis 160410 and 170023. I of course assume that 
employment of Centpac Forces in SWPA is of a temporary 
nature. Glad to welcome Rear Admiral Sherman and staff 
officers. 

20 1302Z MACARTHUR to CHIEF OF STAFF WAR Info COMGENPOA, CINCPOA, CCl!GEN 20th 
AIR FORCE . 


CX 18071 yrOi - PEJIUJ Sx WARX 27648* (*090314 Admiral Nimitz only) dated 
9 September is reference. Summary of plan for effective reduction of 
enemy air on WHITEWASH (LUZON) in support of an attack on DIAPHRAGM 
(FORMOSA) by Pacific Ocean Areas forces, if conducted prior to Occupation 
of central W. IITEIYASH, is subject. Para. Plan contemplates support by 
air action of land-based elements from central EXCELSIOR (PHI!.IPPINES) 
substantially as follows: (a) ACCUMULATION (LEYTE) area, revised E2 
operation, offensive elements, 3 groups attack bombardment with escorts, 
effective approximately 5 December, and 2 groups heavy bombardment, 
effective approximately 20 December. (B) Southwestern UBIQTJE (MINDORO) 
established by airborne- seaborne operations about 20 December, offensive 
element, 1 group attack bombardment from ACCTJJ.F'RATION with P-51 escort, 
estimated effective approximately 15 January. (C) Subsequent augmenta¬ 
tion air forces in ACCUMULATION area. As time and engineering resources 
permit and additional air units become available. Para. Effective dates, 
(A) and (B) above, are dependent upon 1 turn-around of 3rd Fleet assault 
shipping as part of K2. Para. Deployment of air forces in ACCUMULATION 
area is covered in detail in 4th edition. Staff Study K2, being for¬ 
warded. Outline plan for operation nto TRSIQUE is in process and will be 
forwarded at an early date. 2361 
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19 1442Z CINCSOL'ESPAC VIA CCM7thFLT to CINCFOA Info CGM3rdFLT, CCM7thFL' T ’, C^F 31, 
CTF 33, COMSOrXC. " ' 


x CX 18028 TOP S ECRET . Request approval of following arrangements: (A) 

77tli Division will not be employed in K2 (D) All assault shipping from 
PHASE 1 STALEMATE to report to 7th Fleet except 2 API! and 2 AKA for use 
in evacuation 1st MarDiv. This will make available from Task Force 32: 

19 APA, 4 AP, 3 AKA, 2 AK, 4 LSD, 4 APD, 24 LST plus miscellaneous escort 
and patrol craft. (C) SWPA to send 5 civilian manned AP to FULLCRY 
(PALAU ISLANDS) to assist with 1st MarDiv. (d) Remainder 1st MarDiv to 
be evacuated by Pacific Ocean Area garrison shipping and return trips 
of APH Para Com7thFleet and Rear Admiral Sherman concur. MacArthur. 

20 1330 CINCSWFA VIA CCM7THFLT to CIHCPOA Info CCM3RDFLT, COMSOPAC, C0M7THFLT, 

CTF 31, CTF 33. 

CX-18072 TOP 'PDCI ffa . After preliminary conference with Com7thFleet and 
Rear Admiral Sherman who oonour, request all forces listed as available 
in your 160346 and 161119 with following exceptions: (A) 77 Division 

to remain on GUAM as 6th Army Reserve and then if not used be moved to 
SoPac in transports returning from K2 (B) Amy aviation units to be 
withdrawn as listed in your 160535 (C) If necessary ground echelons for 

naval heavy search squadrons in western CAROLINES can be otherwise pro¬ 
vided, request 2 Patsus intended for YAP be sent to ACCUMULATION (LFYTE) 
with Acorn to facilitate forward movement 7th Fleet search squadrons (d) 
Assault shipping to conform to my 191442 Para Propose 24 Corps troops 
7th Division and 96 Division rehabilitate at objective and their rear 
echelons follow them to ACCUMULATION in due course. Exchange of Army and 
Marine artillery to be effected after K2 when shipping permits Para 
As a general principle desire logistic support of all forces landed at 
ACCUMULATION from PacOoean Areas sources to continue as planned for YAP. 
GEPRULE date to be determined later after garrison echelons have been 
completed SWPA will assume responsibility for further logistic support 
Para Request Major General Woodruff and key staff personnel proceed from 
ENIWETCK to HOLLANDIA by air Para Arrangements concerning naval forces 
and movements of YAP task force will follow in later dispatch after 
arrival of Vice Admiral Wilkinson Para ComGen 24 Corps requests remain¬ 
der his staff detachment including enlisted personnel now at PEARL be 
sent to ENIWETOK by air to join command. Colonel FISH is in charge of 
detachment. MacArthur. 

21 1042Z MacAR THUR t o CHIEF OF STAFF WAR D EPT Info C OMGENPOA, CINCPOA 

C 18103 - SI4C RS ? . Recent successes of our land based and carrier based 
air operations in EXCELSIOR (PHILIPPINES) and other intelligence giving 
evidence of reduced hostile air capabilities for defense point clearly 
to the feasibility of proceeding directly from ACCUMULATION (LEYTE) to 
the main assault against WHITEWASH (LUZON), leaving the OBTRUSIVE (APARRI) 
area to be secured at a later date, there being ample time to install 
air facilities there before the next move. MUSKETEER plan is therefore 
being amended as follows: Major amphibious assault from central bases 
target date 20 December 1944 with 6th Army, 1st Corps (6th and 43rd In¬ 
fantry Divisions) 14th Corps (40th and 25th Infantry Divisions) Army 
troops (37th Infantry Division 11th Airborne Division an Australian 
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21 1042Z MACARTIIUR to CHIEF OF STAFF WAR DEPT - continued 


armored brigade 4 United States tank battalions) operation essentially 
in 3 phases as follows: (A) Supported by the Pacific Flebt seize a 
beachhead in the SARTORIAL (LINGAYEN GULF) area by amphibious assault 
of 4 divisions with 1 reserve division and armored brigade afloat followed 
by the establishment of close supporting air elements and minimum logis¬ 
tic facilities (B) Overland campaign southward through the central plain 
of WHITEWASH to seize STEAMROLLER (MANILA) and establish base facilities 
required for support of further operations (c) Consolidation operations 
to complete the occupation of YNIITEWASH Para Assault commitment 148,000 
personnel and 207,000 dead weight tons Para Initial operations will 
require support by the full resources of the United States Pacific Fleet. 
In addition to strategic naval and full carrier based air support South¬ 
west Pacific resources need augmentation by naval assault shipping to 
lift 5 infantry divisions and 8000 supporting troops from the central 
axis; 1 armored brigade from SPAVIN. It is estimated that amphibious 
lift assigned 7th Fleet will be fully committed to provide for approxi¬ 
mately 64,000 supporting troops from the central axis. Coordination with 
Pacific Ocean Area is in progress Para For operations to precede entry 
into central WHITEWASH contemplate seizure of airdrome area on southv/est 
coast of UBIQUE (MINDORO) to augment direct air support for central WHITE¬ 
WASH operation and to open a line of seaborne communications through 
the central EXCELSIOR area Para Staff study covering details of the cen¬ 
tral WHITEWASH operations will be forwarded at an early date Para Ex¬ 
ploitation of possible weakness and the combining of resources available 
in the Pacific makes possible the assault against WHITEWASH within the 
time schedule previously projected for the ACCUMULATION (LEYTE) operation. 
It is anticipated that the central WHITEWASH (LUZON) plain can be cleared 
and STEAMROLLER (MANILA) occupied by February. This will permit of the 
launching of contemplated operations to the northward on the schedule now 
projected with the great advantage of WHITEWASH bases and land based air 
support. The DIAPHRAGM (FORMOSA) operation will then be unnecessary and, 
particularly *.ith a prior attack on SECLUSION (BONIN IS. GROUP), a direct 
move nay be made on DIABOLIC (KYUSHU). Southwest Pacific forces mean¬ 
while will complete the liberation of EXCELSIOR (PHILIPPINES), block 
BUTTERFLY (S. CHINA SEA) and proceed to the reconquest of BRIGANTINE 
(BORNEO) and CRINGLE (N.E.I.) by attack from EXCELSIOR and western 
CENTRAL (NEW GUINEA). It is considered that this campaign can be executed 
with great celerity and with minimum losses. An early divident will be 
the recovery of important oil resources. • 
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22 0220Z G:t4 SOWESPAC AREA (MACARTHUP-) to CHIEF OF STAFF WAR Info COMOKNPOA, CINCPOA . 

GX 18149. * T L* ourHi. Sub Para A, WARX 27648 dated 9 September is reference. 

Summary of plan for K-2 Operation, occupation of LtT3RICATE( LEYTE GULF)- 
L0GARITHM(SURIGA0 STRAIT) Area is subject. Para. Plan provides for major 
amphibious assault from central (HEW GUINEA) bases, supported by 3rd Fleet 
target date 20 October 1944, with 10th Corps (1st Cavalry and 24th Inf.Divs.) 
24th Corps (7th and 96th Inf.Divs.) and the 98th Ranger Battalion. Operatior 
essentially in 4 phases as follows: (a) Preliminary, D minus 2 and D minus 1, 
soize islands at entrance to LUBRICATE to insure access for amphibious ship¬ 
ping. (B) Major assault, D day, soize the UNDERTAKER-KILKEJJNY (TACLOBAN- 
DULAG) Area of eastern ACCUMULATION (LEYTE) and establish air elements for 
maintenance of local air superiority; seize control of MATCHABLE (PANAON 
STRAIT) to permit access of light naval craft into OVERSTRESS (CAHOTES SEA); 
establish control of LACUNA (SAN JUANICO STRAIT) to permit access of light 
naval forces into WITCHCRAFT (SAMAR)SEA. (C) Consolidation, overland opera¬ 
tions to establish control of the remainder of ACCUMULATION and YNR western 
portion of southern WITCHCRAFT; coordinated land and naval operations to 
open LOGARITHM for naval operations and ship movement into OVERSTRESS and 
adjacent waters. (D) Exploitation, such overland and/or minor amphibious 
operations as the situation dictates to destroy or contain hostile forces in 
WITCHCRAFT or the central INTEGER (VISAYAN GROUP) Area which may threaten 
development of facilities in ACCUMULATION AREA. para. 3rd Fleet support, sub¬ 
ject to developments in situation, contemplates carrier strikes on either 
LEGUMINOUS (OKINAWA JIMA) and/or DIAPHRAGM (FORMOSA), or on northern 
WHITEWASH (LUZON) and DIAPHRAGM, D minus 10 to D minus 7; on WHITEWASH- 
ROISTERER AREA, the ACCUMULATION-OXYGEN -OYNDAOE AREA and in support of 
landings, D minus 4 to D day; thereafter in strategic support of operation, 
effecting strikes as the situation at that time requires PDNM 7th Air Force 
from FULLCRY to nuetralize hostile air in ROISTERER AREA. 5th and 13th 
air forces to neutralize hostile air in SILVERSAND and island groups sur¬ 
rounding TRIBESMAN. Air installation at ACCUMULATION includes: by A plus 
5, 2 groups fighters and 1 squadron fighters ( NINGHT ); by A plus 15 addition¬ 
al, 1 group medium bombers, 1 squadron photo, 1 squadron tactical recon¬ 
naissance, 1 squadron medium bombers, 3 squadrons PBY (tender-based); 
by A plus 30 additional, 2 groups light bombers, 1 group fighters 1 squadron 
tactical reconnaissance and 1 squadron ASR; by A plus 45 additional, 1 group 
fighters, 2 groups heavy bombers, 1 squadron LAB and 1 squadron PB4Y; by 
A plus 60 additional, 2 groups TC, 1 squadron photo, 1 squadron PB4Y and 
1 squadron combat map. Para. Staff study covering details of the operation 
being forwarded. 
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222230Z JOINT CHIEFS CF ST ’-STF to 3TILSELL.NIHITZ.MACARTHUR Inf o 

BRIT 13H CHIEFS CF STAFF & Hi COMM ZONE VAIN, MOUNTBATTSN. 

CENTRAL DISTRICT TOUTED KINGDOM BASE SECTION LOMBOK. 

V/AHKr.34928 W-ms?. Subject: Outline Plans for the Pro¬ 
vision of Land-based Air Support from CHINA. Para. Revised 
Fac-Air, Alternative-Pac-Air, and Pre-Pac-Air submitted by 
ComGen, U3AF, CBI have been examined. Plans Pre-Pac-Air and 
Alternative-Pac-Air are approved subject to the following 
limitations: Para 1. Execution of these plans will be carried 
out with resources now available or committed. Para 2. 

Forces will not be moved to CHINA unless, in the opinion 
of the CG, TJ3AF, CBI, they can at that time be profitably 
employed there. Para 3- Forces will not be removed from INDIA- 
BORMA, if in the opinion of the CG, TJ3AF, CBI, their removal 
will endanger BURMA operations. Para 4. The 7th Bomb Group 
will be returned to combat operations as 30on as 14th Air 
Force supply requirements in the forward area can be met by 
other means. Para. Allocation of hump tonnage will be done 
in accordance with the priorities established in Far 87086, 

26 August 1944. Para. Operations of the XX Bomb Command in 
furtherance of these plans will be in addition to the optimum 
225 sorties per month, until D-15 of the FORMOSA Operation, 
/□.location of supplies will be adjusted accordingly. Para. . 

The preparatory phases of Alternative-Pac-Aid will be com¬ 
menced now. The basic principles outlines in the Pac-Air 
in so far as they are applicable and feasible. Para. Cincpoa 
and CinCSoV/esPac are being furnished by courier, copies of 
Pre-Pac-Aid and Alternative-Pac-Air as a basis to establish 
their requirements for air support from CHINA bases during 
PHILIPPINES and FORMOSA Operations. Para. CG, T J3AF, CBI and 
CG, 20th Air Force, are charged with the responsibility of 
providing air support from CHINA bases for Pacific operations 
in accordance with requirements to be established by CinCPOA 
and CinCSoV/esPac. Direct communication between headquarters 
concerned is authorized. Para. This answers CRAX-12928 
from CG, U3AF, CHINA BURMA INDIA. 

230030Z COHGENPOA to CINCPOA. 

3RLD R-32644. >Tnp f? Comments on CinCS’VPA top secret 
radio 201330.as requested in your 211048 GCT are contained 
in the follovin concur in rehabilitation at objective of 24th 
Corps Troops, 7th Division, 96th Division, and movement of 
their rear echelons to ACCUMULATION when appropriate. Concur 
in substitution, when shipping permits, of elements of Army • 
artillery for Marine artillery now attached to 24th Corps. 

Concur in logistic support of all forces landed at ACCUMULATION 
from Pacific Ocean Areas sources to continue as previously 
planned for VOCALIST. Vest coast ports have been instructed 
to continue maintenance shipments. Shipments currently 
scheduled to include 11.5 echelon with ETD 30 October 1944. 
Request this headquarters be advised early as possible of 
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23 0030Z C0MG5NP0A to CINCPOA (COKT'D) 

terminal date of logistic support from Pacific Ocean Areas. 

With regard to request for Major General Woodruff and key 
staff personnel, attention is invited to our dispatch 202339 
GCT. Foregoing comments pertain to Paragraph D of 1st refer¬ 
ence . 

J 23 1022Z RICHARDSON to C1ITCP0A . 

R-32734 'i*up~ (it. Subject is Memorandum to CinCSYIPA and Cincpoa dated 
21 September 44 subject: "Coordination of Operations" signed by Admiral 
Sherman and Major General Chamberlain, copy of which was furnished this 
headquarters for remarks and recommendations. I concur in general with 
the recommendations contained therein but wish to include the following 
remarks: (l) I believe this headquarters, from the 6th Replacement Depot 

located at NEW CALEDONIA in the South Pacific, will be able to assist the 
Commanding General 6th Army in furnishing replacements required by the 24th 
Corps during the combat phase of K-2 operation to the extent of 3000j(per- 
sonnel can be made by Cincpoa and provided, further, that facilities are 
available for staging these replacements at an intermediate base in the 
Southwest Pacific Area if necessary. This personnel is in addition to the 
1,000 replacements to be staged at MANTIS for the 81st Division and filler 
replacements required by the 24th Corps subsequent to the combat phase. 

(2) Any extension of the air evacuation plan as now set up for the STALE¬ 
MATE operation is subject to capability of the Air Transport Command to 
meet additional requirements. ( 3 ) the extent to which the 24th Corps and 
accompanying units can be requipped for future operations is dependent on 
the time allowed for such rehabilitation before the 24th Corps is subse¬ 
quently employed. (4) Every effort will be made to meet the communication 
requirements as outlined, but is subject to availability of equipment. 
Studies are being conducted to determine this availability. You will be 
kept informed. (5) The 230 Signal operations company was released as of 
October 1 by ourad RJ-32391 DTG 210345Z to CinCSWPA, info the Cincpoa and 
others, and will be embarked in transportation provided by Southwest Pacific 
Area as indicated in ComGenSoPiacBaCom radio 220918Z September 44 which 
has been passed to you for information. 

b A<icieA b'-J c..orr*’ 6 'i<-4 •' r®- Tpr’eN \ 
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23 0424 C0M5RDFLT to CTNCPAC Info GTF 38 . 

Tl it s - io TaB'feefH n After servicing task force 38 at SAIPAN WESTERN 
CAROLINES and MANUS intend strike OETNAVVAH A minus 10 with 4 groups* Fuel. 
Strike FORMOSA A minus 8 and A minus 7 with 4 groups. Fuel. Strike LUZON 
A minus 4 and A minus 3 with 4 groups. Support LEYTE with 2 groups A minus 
through A day. Except for LEYTE support commitment will adjust schedule 


to meet circumstances, and opportunities. Recommendation for Zoo by separate 
dispatch. Desire strike Empire as soon after A day as favorable situation 
can be created. All plans contemplate (A) drawing out enemy fleet (B) air 
and submarine reconnaissance (C) submarine ambush (D) denial to enemy fleet 
of opportunities to benefit by support from shore-based air or to outrange 
us by shuttling from carrier to target to shore (E) tactics which will 
bring air surface and submarine weapons to bear' if enemy fleet can be 
contacted. Coordination of 3rd Fleet Empire strike with strike by B-29’s 
will be made subject of separate recommendation. 
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J 24 1225 SULTAN to MARSHALL, ARNOLD Info ! r AC ARTHUR, C CM GEUPOA, CINCPOA, COKGEMPOA 
LASS CINCPOA FOR NIMITZ, STRATENEYER, LBrfAY. 

CRAX-14761-24th. 1 Tup i rV. Consxiltation with Stratemeyer and. LeMay 
confirms 350 sorties as maximum for October, increasing by 26 sorties 
permonth to reach 425 in January 1945. Reference WARX 32426 of 18th 
September 1944. This assumes strength of 160 B-29’s in October and Novem¬ 
ber, 170 in December and 180 in January. Para. Approximately l/3 of 
these sorties will be performed from CHENGTU bases without return of B29 
aircraft to INDIA. Para. Until arrival of night fighters and anti air¬ 
craft units for VLR CHINA bases, risk of loss from enemy air attacks must 
be accepted for this operation. Para. Agree that best target for VLR to 
assist MacArthur would be major aircraft repair and modification centers 
on DIAPHRAGM. Para. Logistically sorties by 20th Bomber Command can be 
supported as follows: October 350, November 300, December 320, January 340, 
and February 425. It is assumed that Arnold will so direct operations as 
to divide support between MacArthur, Nimitz and strategical sorties. Para. 
A result of above will be curtailment of 14th Air Force operations as 
follows: Normal operations limited by monthly tonnage of not more than 
10,000; operations in support of Nimitz as shown in "Alternative Pac-Aid" 
dated 21st July 1944 will be approximately 80 percent effective. Para. 
Tonnages required to support operations listed abdve include capacities 
of all aircraft presently allocated to Air Transport Command including 
East BENGAL expansion and arm based on arrival dates now set up by War 
Department. This point cannot be overemphasized. Decisions must be prompt 
if logistical arrangements in this theatre are to be completed in time to 
make 20th Bomber Command operations in October effective. 

J 24 1551Z GHQ SV/P SIGNED 1ACARTHUR to ARMY AIR FORCER WASHINGTON, C CM OEM SOUTH EAST 
ASIA C0r: AND, DOTH AIR FORCE, CINCPOA, C0MAAFP0A. 




> 







CX 18297 -¥on Spaced . A paraphrase of our too 240919Z. Your 32426 believe 
all attacks in direct support of WIDEAWAKE (MINDANAO, SO. PHILIPPINES) 
Operations should be directed toward preventing air reinforcement from 
DIAPHRAGM (FORMOSA). Available sorties for October should be scheduled 
from 5th to 25th with greatest intensity 15th to 25th. Suggest in order 
of priority airfields and facilities plan (A) TAKA0, particularly OKYAMA 
(B) KAJI (C) SHINCHUJU. Suggest dates of attack be coordinated with 
CINCPOA to avoid interference with land and carrier based aviAtion. Stra¬ 
tegic attacks against aircraft production facilities in any area will be 
helpful. Para. Avoid in DIAPHRAGM following locations believed to harbor 
American and British prisoners including General Wainwright and 300 staff 
officers i A camp of wooden barracks which is one the site of a former 
Formosan cemetary and tangarine grove, 1 kilometer west of M0KUSAKU 
VILLAGE v/hich is 5 miles south of TAIHQKU CITY. 

25 0131 CINCPAC to Cd'THIRDFLEET Info CONSUBSPAC, CTF 58. 

n is Top noori iii . Your 230643. Appreciate your views but consider 
that under current circumstances it is advantageous to break up present 
zoo as indicated by 222026 for operations in mere profitable areas. 

Ref: (230643) Top Secret. Zoo rortain in present position ....request new 
zoo be on station with bearpit...request plans be made to continue 

employment of new zoo from 8 October through all of November. 

Ref:222026(3)...ComSubsPac withdraw immediately..for coverage LUZON STRAITS 
. . .withdraw remainder zoo at 000 GCT 25 September unless otli^rAvlse 
directed,.... cOOG 
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25 0856 CINCPOA to COM MARSHALLS Info C0M3RDFLT ,CQ?.?SOPAC,COMINCH,COHFWDAREACENTPAC. 
COMHAWSEAFRON,COMGKNPOA,COMGEUAAFPOA. 


Toy Snwnj ; . Following tasks assigned forces of MARSHALLS GILBERTS AREA 
effective 1 October. (A) Hold the island positions in the MARSHALLS and 
GILBERXS necessary for the security of the sea and air communications in 
the C&ntral Pacific. (B) Support the operations of* forces in the Southwest 
and Central Pacific Areas, (c) Protect sea and air communications. (D) 
Inflict maximum attrition on enemy forces remaining in the area. 

25 0919 CINCPOA to COMGENPOA Info C0MS0PAC,C0MGENS0PACBASEC0M,CTF57,CINCSWPA,CG24TH 
CORPS. . * 

J op 3 ct it> 4 . Following information furnished in reply to urdis 210756 
not to all: (a) 24th Corps and attached units including elements of VOCALIST 
garrison will rehabilitate LEYTE (B) Disposition of elements of 81st Division 
in Western CAROLINES is dependent on information to be provided by CTF 57 
in accordance mydis 050634. Plans concerning future operational employment 
of 81st Division and displacement forward not formulated to date. (C) Present 
intention that 77th Division and attachments remain GUAM as area reserve 
for K-2 and then if not used be moved GUADAL for rehabilitation. 


26 05232 MACARTHUR to US ARMY AIR FORCES WASH, CINCPOA Info CCM3RDFLT, COMGEN US 
FORCES CHINA BURMA INDIA THEATER, C CM GEN 2'OTU AIR FORCE. “ 



TOP CHORE 1 ?. CX 18384 Commanding General U S Force China-Burma-India 
Theater indicates following 14th Air Force capabilities to support ACCUMU¬ 
LATION operation and prior operations of 3rd Fleet: (a) without the use 
of KWEILIN-LIUCHUW airfields, capabilities limited to strikes on air in¬ 
stallation within 1000 M rauius KULMIUG airfield which includes HONG KONG, 
HAINAN and GULF OF TONKIN areas, (b) With KWEILIN-LIUCHOW bases available: 
1 he^vy bomb group can conduct intensified operations against shipping and 
air installations in the DIAPHRAGM area (restricted by lack of fighter 
cover); limited night attacks against shipping concentrations and Pott 
installations in WHITEWASH; long range offensive reconnaissance within 
1000 miles KWEILIN. Para. Reference our CX 18297 (241551), too 240919Z, 
relating to our suggested strikes by 20th Air Force PLIUM view of above 
capabilities of 14th Air Force, it is suggested that Commanding General 
U S Forces an CHINA-BURMA-INDIA be authorized by Commanding General ITS 
Army Air Forces to coordinate strikes by the 14th and 20th dr Force in 
support of SWPA and 3rd Fleet operations in the DIAPHRAGM areas. Coordi¬ 
nation of land based and carrier based aviation to be arranged directly 
between Cincpoa and Commanding General U S Forces CHINA-BURMA-INDIA. It 
is suggested that strikes by the 14th and 20th Air Forces be concentrated 
against hostile air installations in the DIAPHRAGM area and on hostile 
supporting air installations of the SUBLIME (CHINA) coast within range of 
DIAPHR4GM-northern WHITEWASH areas. Strikes on the DIAPHRAGM area to pre¬ 
cede and follow operation of the 3rd Fleet in the DIAPHRAGM area and during 
3rd Fleet operations land based bombers switch to hostile airfields on 
SUBLIME coast. 
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26 2316 CINCl'OA to Cf».!3RDFLEET Info CTF 38, COM INCH, CCM7yiF LEET, CINCSOWESPAC, 

afTTiT~ c?f ~7 2 , oomsubpac . 

"CP - STOllim Urdie 230643 not to all. Carefully studied. Desire both 
to meet your needs and to operate subs in waters where profitable targets 
are expected. Probable mined areas mydis 250625 must be avoided. For 
submarine support of King 2 operations present intention is not to organ¬ 
ize offensive reconnaissance group similar to Zoo. On a minus 10 day 
submarines will be on stations as follows. 3 packs of 3 subs each plus 
SAILFISH in convoy COLLEGE. SAILFISH to be used as lifeguard off southern 
tip FOR?;! OS A. 1 pack of 3 subs at each of following places northeast 
coast FORKOSA. BTJNGO SUIDO. 2 subs southern approaches to TOKYO BAY. 

6 submarines in MARU MORGUE 1 of which to be employed as lifeguard at 
OKINAWA JIMA and other 5 to be placed in intercepting positions to catch 
ships attempting to escape during your strikes. 1 sub*off northwest 
coast FORMOSA. One sub patrolling BONINS. 2 subs patrolling KURILES. 
Above subject to minor adjustment due possibility subs having to leave . 
station early. Dispositions can be adjusted to suit your needs. Please 
advise soon as practicable and give dates positions reference points 
and calls for lifeguard subs. Assume from Appendix A Annex 3 C(4) of 
K2 plan that 7th Fleet will supply lifeguard and patrolsubs on east 
coast of PHILIPPINES. Com7thFleet please advise whether or not tnis 
assumption is correct. 
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SEPTEMBER (GCT) Declassified 

27 1520 CINCPOA to CCMGENAHMY AIR FORGE PQA, Info COMOENPOA, COMFWDAREA, IS COM 
TINIAN. 1 - 


Reference your 200155. Present VLR construction plans for 
TINIAN envisage; (A).Construction of 2 operational strips on each of 2 
fields as rapidly as possible with existing harbor facilities and con¬ 
struction troops. (B) Construction of 2 additional strips as soon as 
harbor capacity and service troops are increased sufficiently to support 
efficiently the additional VLR units that will use the strips. Para. 
Every reasonable effort will be made to support the VLR program. However 
it raust be understood th4t harbor development must progress ahead of 
VLR construct on if early saturation is to be avoided and efficient 
supply of VLR units presently committed is to be maintained. Para. 

Concur in eventual plan for 7th strip and space will be reserved ac¬ 
cordingly. Construction of the strip and supply of additional VLR 
units must be contingent upon adequate harbor facilities and service 
troops. 


27 1946 DEPCCfcl A IR FORCE to CIHCPCA . 

—- T op AAFPOA 1085. Look at your SAIPAN 261405 GCT from ComFwdArea 

There must be some foundation for opinion expressed by Col Robinson in 
his SAIPAN 181035 GCT since Island Engr informed Robinson that completion 
dates set are 2 VLR runways north field 27 Dec and 2 VLR runways west 
field 25 Jan. If these 4 runways can be completed on these dates it 
should be entirely feasible to build 2 runways as per our 202309 GCT. 

FI ease review situation TINIAN and on basis concentrating on 2 strips 
north field and expedite report as to earliest dates 1st and 2nd strips 
can be completed for minimum operation 4 groups. Due to movement of 
echelons 20 Air Force it is urgently necessary this info be available 
earliest possible moment. Sxiggest you utilize Col. Robinson services 
for this review. 

27 2150 CCMTHIRDPLEET to CINCPOA . 

‘hr r in io r op . . werot . Referring MacArthur 260523. Concur in recommended 
support by CHINA based air. Doubt if any closer coordination practicable 
and specifically recommend that 20th and 14th Air Forces be kept advised 
of our operations in order that they may operate against appropriate 
targets other than those under attack by fast carrier forces. 

28 0150 C INCI’OA to C QMH7DARCAC ENT PAG Info DEPCOl 20TII AF, IS COM TINIAN. 


■g V i i i Tuo t ’uL , Refers UR 261405. DepCom 20th AAF desires that 2 VLR strips 
each 8506 ft long and 150 ft wide with 90 hnrdstands "and minimum taxiways 
and other facilities to permit initial operation four VLR groups be com¬ 
pleted on north field TINIAN earliest possible and that VLR work on west 
field be deferred as necessary for this purpose. Request operational com¬ 
pletion date for one strip and facilities for first two groups and opera¬ 
tional completion date for second strip and facilities for an additional 
two groups. Asphalt paving desirable but not essential for initial op¬ 
eration but should follow as soon as practicable. VLR program and harbor 
development are high priority projects on TINIAN. Request reply be ex¬ 
pedited. My 271520 authorizes construction of total six VLR a- 1 ‘ 

























GKQ SVvTA SGD MACARTITUR to COL IN CHIEF ASIA COM ..AMD In fo 

chief of Staff ar deft, cincpca. coi.allied air forces, 

eg' 3rd fit, cor at.lied naval forces. 5 

■Tor An.crc(>. CX-18490 x Reference ;y Cx-18489 x (a) LUBRICATE 
(LEYTE GULF) (B) SILVERSAND (MINDANAO) (C) INTEGER (VISAYAN 
GROUP) (D) ‘/WHITEWASH (LUZON) (S) DIAPHRAGM (FORI.-OS A) (F) 
OBTRUSIVE (APARRI) (G) SARTORIAL (LINGAYAN GULF) (H) HIDROSIS 
(DINGALEN BAY) (I) UBGhUE (MINDORO) (J) LEGUMINOUS (OKINAWA )X 
Southwest Pacific Area Forces, covered and supported by the 
3rdl0’leet, attack objectives in the LUBRICATE area with 4 
Divisi ons , target date Able Day, 20 October 1944. This 
attack is pre ceeaed by 3rd Fleet carrier based action LEGUL- 
INCUS and objectives on DIAPHRAGM, about Able minus 10 to 
Able minus 7; on WHITEWASH, the INTEGER and in the objective 
area, Able minus 4 to Able Day. Land-based aviation Eastern 
NEW GUINEA protects western flank of the advance and neutral¬ 
izes SILVERSAND by attacking hostile air, naval forces and 
shipping within range. Land-based avi ation HORCIN area 
attacks objectives in the BANDA, FLORES and ARAFURA Seas. 

14th and 20th Air Forces assist by attacks on DIAPHRAGM, co¬ 
ordinated with 3rd Fleet carrier action. Diversionary attack 
by Eastern Fleet against the SUMATRA, SINGAPORE and ANDAMAN 
Island Areas and ILBIBIP BGATION of land and air action in 
the general BURMA area just prior to Able Day would be 
helpful. 


28 12-52 MARSHALL to MAC ARTHUR info CINCPAC, CON 7TH FIT . 

/v/r 







— Tffj- irrr'T . ComlnCh reenciphers ’.Var Department desp ’V/ar 
37291 dated 23 Sept. 1$44. Providing bases for eventual 
British Fleet operations in Pacific was discussed in general 
terms between Admiral Cunningham and Admiral King. Admiral 
Cunningham indicated British desire for main rear base for 
British Fleet in Eastern Australia. The British were in¬ 
formed by Admiral King that the Unitea States Naval Facilit¬ 
ies were not extensive but it was anticipated that present 
facilities would be ready for use by the British Navy at the 
appropriate time. As far as covered storage facilities were 
concerned they were advised that the US Army and Army Air 
Forces had established the bulk of such facilities in this 
area. Admiral King has requested that facilities established 
in Eastern Australia by US Army could be made available for 
use of British Navy. Following information is being forward¬ 
ed to Admiral King; Paraphrase. All facilities in use by 
US Army Forces constructed in Australia have been obtained as 
reciprocal aid on reverse lend lease and are to revert to 
Australians upon release and further that several airdromes 
and camp sites have already been reverted to the Australian 
Commonwealth. That detailed estimate of facilities will be 
submitted upon receipt of information from Commander in Chief 
Southwest Pacific Area. End of paraphrase. Request yo\ir 
estimate of date and type of facilities to be released in 
Australia mainland and your comments and recommendations on 
this matter. cole 






















TO T 

SEPTEMBER (GCT) 

29 0357z WAR DEPARTMENT to I,: AC ARTHUR, STILLWELL. SUIT AN. STRATEMBYER , 
CINCPOA info I LI ~ -\Y . 

AAFPOA 1139 ' Top This is confirmation paraphrase of 

WARX 36341 passed by Harmon to Admiral I.cMorris for Nimitz 
in original form by hand: A-Plan as first mission supporting 
Pacific activities attack on rapair facilities and aircraft 
factory at OKAYAMA about 14 October by 20th Bomber Command. 
Details on timing of carrier strikes referred to in Cincpoas 
212151 GCT are requested to effect greatest cooperation. 

B-OKINAWA photo coverage has been directed. Accomplishment 
prior to 10 October is anticipated. Radio report of first 
phase will be forwarded from headquarters 20th Air Force to 
Cincpoa and CincSoWesPac while photos will come most expedi¬ 
tious means. C - Now being considered are objectives sug¬ 
gested by Cincpoa and CinCSoV/esPac and you will be advised of 
tentative schedules. D- Harmon will keep 20th Air Force 
Headquarters advised of Cincpoa requests for attack on spec¬ 
ific objectives and of any changes thereto.. This refers to 
WARX 32426 (181912) and replies to 212151 from Cincpoa 
number 1040 from AAFPOA CRAX 14761 from Sultan and CX 18297 
(241225) from MacArthur. 

29 2317Z ARNOLD to MACARTHUR. KAR] ON. NIMITZ. STILWELI , SULTAN. IBM.AY . 
3TK---T II IY2R. 

WARX-38830 -4^ 0 . ioortrb . Reference MacArthur’s CX-18384 
(260523) September 26 and Commander 3rd Fit 272150 paragraph 
1. Operations of XX Bomber Command in support Pacific Opera¬ 
tions will be directed by Headquarters 20th Air Force in same 
manner as strategic operations are directed. Local coordina¬ 
tion to prevent conflict between operations of 14 th and 20th 
Air Forces is responsibility of Commanding General that 
theater and is satisfactory. It consists largely in exchange 
of routine flight information. T t is our desire to coordinat- 
operations in the DIAPHRAGM (FORMOSA) Area as closely as 
possible with operations of Fast Carrier Forces through Deputy 
Commander 20th Air ’’’orce in POA. Coordination with CinCSWPA 
will be by direct exchange of information from this head¬ 
quarters. Arnold. 





DECLASSIFIED 
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SEPTEMBER (CCT) 

30 1127 ADV GEN HEADQUARTERS MACARTHUR to C0M3RDFLT, GOMD ALLIED NAVAL FORCES, 
COUP ALLIED AIR FORCES, Info CINCPOA, COMCEN 6TH US AW. 



KT 




C-18630. Confirming conference Southwest Pacific A*rea and 3rd Fleet 
29 September, Coordination of Air Operations for K2 as follows: 3rd 
Fleet Area of responsibility through A Day includes PHILIPPINE ISLANDS 
AREA exclusive of MINDANAO and SULU ARCHIPELAGO Operations as follows: 
Neutralize hostile air, naval forces and shipping LEGUMINOUS(OKU<AWA)- 
DIAFHRAGM (FORMOSA)-NORTHERN WHITEWASH (LUZON) from A-10 through A-7; 
neutralize hostile air, naval forces and shipping in the LUZON-YICOL 
AREA. A3LE- 4 and A-3; neutralize hostile air, naval forces and shipping 
in the YISAYAN AREA A-3 through A-l; support landing operations 
ACCUMULATION (LEYTE ISLAND) AREA A Day in coordination with 7th Fleet. 
Subsequent A Day, CinCSWPA or Commander 7th Fleet will request carrier 
strikes if necessitated by the existing situation, and Commander 3rd 
Fit will comply or immediately report inability. Para. 7th Air Force 
neutralize hostile air operations BTCOL AREA as directed and coordinated 
by Commander 3rd Fleet. CinCSWPA coordinate directly as required with 
Commander Task Force 57 while 3rd Fleet at sea. Para. Allied Naval 
Forces furnish direct support of minesweeping and preliminary operations 
against islands at entrance LUBRICATE (IEYTE GULF) A-3 through A-6; direct 
support landing operations ACCUMULATION A Day unti1 relieved by land 
based aviation Allied Air Forces. Continue missions assigned operations 
instructions number 70. Para. Allied Air Forces Area of responsibility 
(exclusive of searches carried by separate raids) until land based bombers 
are established on INTERLUDE (MOROTAI IS.) includes MINDANAO-SULU ARCHI¬ 
PELAGO excluding the following aroas until further notice: (1) Water areas 
east of MINDANAO north of CAPE SAINT AUGUSTINE AREA (2) FELIDMD areas in 
MINDANAO north of 08-45 north latitude (3) The MINDANAO SEA Area. Com¬ 
mencing A-10 maintain neutralization of hostile air forces and shipping 
in the MINDANAO Area. 7/hen bombers are established in M0R0T030RI and 
neutralization to include CELEBES SEA and the VISAYAN exclusive of 
ACCUMULATION and WITCHCRAFT (SAMAR) while escort carriers are in area. 
Initiative strikes in force against naval and air forces in the BFfUNEI 
Area, BORNEO at the earliest practicable date. ContInue.missions assigned 
in operations instructions number 70. 


30 1315Z C-HQ ST7PA to CINCPOA, PEPC0M20thAF, COMGEN CBI, COMDR 20THAF, C0M3RDFLT. 


T ' n M ' .' Deer>t . CX 18643. Reference my CX 18334 (260523) Sept 26, 6om3rdFlt 
272150 and U S AAF WARX 38830 (292317) Commander 3rd Fleet indicated in 
recent conference that his Rttacks would be directed at southern part of 
DIAPHRAGM (FORMOSA). Land based planes could attack targets on nortnej-n 
DIAPHRAGM without interference. He requested that the land based air 
attacks be later in the day than his attacks in order to prevent hostile 
air force from leaving southern DIAFHRAGM Area. CinCSWPA leaves further 
coordination to CinCPOA, Deputy Commander 20th Air Force and ComOen CBI 
as suggested in WARX 38830 (292317). 
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top deghe? -- 

OCTOBER (GCT) 

021612 C0U.3RDFLT to CUICPOA Info CINCSOWESPAC. 


OECU^SSlf V05 


^re£. Refer CinCSoWesPac 301315 of September. Further study and 
conference with CTF 33 indicates practicability of striking all the 
DIAPHRAGM (FORMOSA) area with carrier planes during attacks of 12 and 13 
October. Consequently desire that 14th and 20th Air Forces concentrate 
oi% SUBLIME (CHIBA) coast during those days and that attacks on OKAYAMA 


as outlined in Commander Amy Air Forces 011915 be conducted either prior 
to or after days of carrier attacks. Request I be kept advised of their 
intentions. 


012139Z DEPUTY CCUAF 20 to CCMGEM 20 AF Info COIGKNPOA, CINCPOA . 

AAFPOA 1207 Top T > , ' ,i e t a My radio 1099 of 27 September is reference p ol- 
lowing dates~for completion now confirmed TINIAN. 1 strip and minimum 
operational facilities for 2 groups 1 January and 2nd similar facilities 
for 2 groups January 15 confirmation of feasability of rescheduling 
shipping to meet these dates on TINIAN for the 313 wing is being rushed 
and report of progress will be made in 48 hours. Rescheduling of ship¬ 
ping for 314 wing GUM also being examined but 2nd priority and will 
follow on completion of examination TINIAN shipping. The above comple¬ 
tion dates in accordance with 8omForwardArea radio 010043 to Cincpoa. 

020035 CINCPOA to COMGEN US FORCES CHINA-BURMA-INDIA Inf o CINCSWPA, Ca>13RDFLT, 
COMMAVGROUP* CHINA, CPUT'CH, caiGEH AAF POA. 


• R EGRETL MacArthur 260523 Halsey 272150. Fast carrier scheduled to 
strike in October as follows: 10 LEGUMINOUS (OKINAWA). 12-13 DIAPHRAGM 
(FORMOSA). 16 and 17 WHITEWASH (LUZON). 18, 19 and 20 ACCUMULATION 
(LEYTE) area. All dates east longitude. Request you coordinate by 
strikes with 14th and 20th Air Forces on appropriate targets other than 
those under attack by fast carrier forces. Com3rdFIeet advise, all 
adees of any modification to above schedule of strikes. Cominch please 
pass to bar Dept. 

011017Z SULTAN to CHENNAULT Info NIMITZ, STRATTTEYER, LffiAY, MACARTHU R, RMM 'ARD- 
SOiTTl'ARSUALL, ARNOLD, STILL'wE!.L. 

CRAX 15444 — CECRIDfP i Land based support of MacArthur's operations by 

14t.h Air Force is subject. Desire support of MacArthur be given as out¬ 
lined in preparatory phases of alternate Pac-aid and CRAX 14575 of Sep¬ 
tember 23. No additional tonnage allotted therefor. TtARX 34928 of 22 
September is authority for above. Paragraph. Look at CX 18384 and 
ARNOLD'S WARX 38830 on coordination. You will coordinate your operations 
with those of MacArthur and Nimitz. For such purposes you are authorized 
to communicate direct tnerewith. You are further charged with rcsponsi- 
bilityfor necessary intra-theater operational coordination with 20th 
Bomber Command. DELHI Headquarters and USAF, IBS will be kept informed 
as to the general scope of you proposed operations and schedule of 
principal missions. 
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DECLASSIFIED 


OCTOBER (GCT) 


03 2220Z ARNOLD to HARMON NTHITZ C0M3RDFLT Info MAOARTHUR, CTF 33, PEAR ECHELON C-IIQ 

sorn-’SRAc. 


1'up L'jQl-Sw YIARX 40740. Purpose of the 20th Bomber Command missions 
referred to in Com3rdFlt 021612, 2 October is to give maximum support 
to Pacific operations. Since you consider that this can best be done 
prior to or after days of carrier attacks we shall schedule our missions 
on 11th of October and the 14th of October instead of on the 12th and 
14th as previously indicated. This excludes any other operations by 
the 20th Bomber Command during this period. 


04 0305 CINCPOA to DEPCOM 20TH AIR T? CRCE Info C0M5RDFLT, CINCSTTPA. 


Top Request that you arrange that 20th Air Force attacks in 

support of MacArthur ' s operations be conducted on OKAYAMA either prior 
to or after the fast carrier attacks on the DIAPHRAGM area which will 
be conducted on 12 and 13 October. Further request that any VLR attacks 
scheduled for these days be directed against the SUBLIME coast. 


04 0309 CINCPOA to COMHAVOROUFCHINA FOR CHENNAULT Info C0M3RDFLT, CIIICSWPA. 



Request that no 14th Air Force attacks in support of Mac- 


Arthur's operations be conducted against DIAPHRAGM (FORMOSA) area on 12 
and 13 October on which dates the fast carriers will be attacking this 
area. Further request that any attacks scheduled for these days bo 
directed against the STJ3LIME (CHINA) Coast. 


05 0543 CINCPOA to C0M3RDFLT Info CTF 38. 


■gu^rOuLTTrtr . Change in objectives for future operations makes it 
advisable inflict lasting damage on installations and port facilities 
in FORMOSA. 


05 0644 CINCPOA to COMGSNPOA, COMGENAAFPOA, COMSOPAC, COMffENFHFPAC,COMPHTBSPAC, 
CppsERvPAC, COMA IRPAC, C0M3RDFLT, C0M5THFLT, COMNORPAC, CO?«FTTDAREA . 

— fl a p Operation CAUSENAY ha6 been deferred. Forces of Pacific 

Ocean Areas will conduct operation DETACHMENT target date 20 January and 
operation ICEBERG target date 1 March. Limit this information to those 
who need to know. Para. My Joint Staff Study of DETACHMENT will be 
distributed by 10 October. 


06 0202 CINCPOA to CINC3WPA info COti 3RD FLEET, COM 7TH FLEET. 


During K2 anc the period immediately following 
that operation information as to the movements of important 
enemy fleet units will be of the greatest importance. Vy 
submarine dispositions will be such as to cover movements of 
the enemy carriers which are believed to be in the Rmpire. 
Request information as to the extent to which your submarines 
are so located as to intercept enemy fleet movements from. 
Lingga and Brunei Bay. 
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OCTOBER (OCT) 



07 0236 CTNCPOA to COHNORPAC . 

C r. r .rEi . ITimitz to Fletcher . With reference to the last sentence 
of your serial 00241 commenting on Jo^nt Staff Study KEEL3L0CXS (Operations 
against KURILES) request by dispatch your recommendations as to the ob¬ 
jectives to be seized under the assumption that KAMCHATKA fields are 
available. 

07 1125 CINCPOA to C0I.13RDLFT Info COMINCH, C0MSU3SPAC, CO'SFRVPAC, COVAIRPAC, 

CTF 53, CTF 57, CINC5WA. 

■To.i "tha i U. Warning Order. On the assumption that tho situation will- 
permit the withdrawal of Task Force 33 from the vicinity of the CENTRAL 
PHILIPPINES, be prepared to execute the following task, supplementary to 
my OpPlan 0-44, with target date about 10 November if so directed by 
later dispatch. This operation is called HOTFOOT (Carrier raid on JATRll). 
After replenichment of carrier forces conduct carrier strikes against 
the JAPANESE HOMELAND in order to (l) Destroy and conta'n enemy forces. 

(2) Destroy aircraft facilities and manufacturing installations in the 
TOKYO Area and (3) Determine the effectiveness of enemy air forces in 
JAPAN. Para. Fleet replenishment of all items will be available at 
ULITHI. Bulk fuel deliveries to that base commence 20 October via 
ENIWETOK. • Fuel reserve 600,000 barrels in floating storage ComServP.on 
10 at FLITRI and 300,000 barrels in tank farm KWAJALEIN. Assignment 
25 fleet oilers continues. 6 oilers of Task Force 57 available as 
reserve. Para. Joint Sta p f Study is being forwarded to you for your 
assistance in planning this operation. 

08 0645 CINCPOA to CCM5T , !FLT, CWHIBSPAC, C'MGEN 10T7I ARMY, Info COM INCH, CCMGENFOA, 
C0M3R’jrLT, CCMGEN/AFPCA, CHiOE'TITPAC, CCf-TRiAC, C^N'HRVPAC, COHFWDAREA, 

C0MS0PAC, COE'AIRFAC . 

' TT) i ' DIiCRIi& . Following assignments effective for planning operation ICEBERG. 
Officer~"0ohducting Operation Admiral R. A. Spruance Comdr Joint Expedi¬ 
tionary Force Vice Admiral R. K. Turner, Comdr Expeditionary Troops Lieut 
General 8. 3. Buckner. 

08 0719 CINCPOA to CINCS0WESPAC . 

- Tui 1 DEitRE'& . For the support of future operations of P0A forces (Army, Navy, 
and Marine Corps) in the West Pacific use of facilities to be established 
by CinCSoWesPac in WHITEWASH is highly desirable. In order to assist 
Cincpoa in planning for the future logistic suoport of P0A forces it is 
requested that information be furnished as to the logistic facilities which 
CinCSoWesPac plans to establish in WHITEWASH and which, augmented as nec¬ 
essary, could furnish assistance to P0A forces. Para. A conference at 
your Headquarters at an early date between appropriate members of our 
staffs at which these requirements and their implementation could be ex¬ 
plored is believed highly desirable and is suggested. Request your views 
and indication of an approximate date convenient to you. 
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DECLASSIFIED 


08 0642 CINCPOA to CCH5THFLT, CCMPHIBSPAC, COMOENFMFPAC Info COWINCH, COMGENPOA, 
CPFOENAAFPQA, CaiSRIFI-T, CCTAIR';-Y-C, C,r COP AC, cr<i:nRi-AC, cr»- SERVPAC. 


• TOP OEC ABa .. Following assignments effective for planning operation DETACH¬ 
MENT. Officer Conducting Operation Admiral R. A. Spruance Comdr Joint 
Expeditionary Force Vice Admiral R. K. Turner Comdr Expeditionary Troops 
Lieut. General Holland Smith. 

03 2255Z JOINT CHIEFS OF STAFF to MCARTHUR, NTMITZ Info ARNOLD STTII7ELL . 

’ 'Tuti StU: 7TARX 40782. Joint Chiefs of Staff have approved the following 

directive: Para 1. CINCSWPA TTILL : Para A. After conducting such pre¬ 
liminary operations as may be necessary, seize and occupy LUZON, target 
date 20 December 1944. Para B. Establish bases in LUZON to support further 
advances. Para C. Provide support for the occupation of the NANSEI SHOTO 
by POA forces, target date 1 March 1945. Para 2. CINCPOA FULL : Para A. 
Provide fleet cover and support for the occupation of LUZON by SV7PA forces, 
target date 20 December 1944. Para B. Occupy 1 or more positions in the 
UANPO SHOTO, target date 20 January 1945. Para C. Occupy 1 or more position* 
in the NANSEI SHOTO, target date 1 March 1945. ^ara 3. CINCST/PA AND CINCPOA 
171LL ; Para. A. Arrange for coordination of mutual support and for the 
in te'rchange of forces and resources for the operations directed above. 

Para B. Coordinate plans with the Commanding General, U.S. Army Forces, 
CHINA-BURMA-INDIA, in order to obtain maximum support from the CBI Area 
for their respective operations. Para C. Coordinate with the Commanding 
General, 20th Air Force, to arrange for the conduct of supporting opera¬ 
tions by that Air Force for their respective operations. Para D. Coordinate 
with the Commanding General, 20th Air Force for the establishment and de¬ 
velopment of airfields and facilities for VLR bomber groups in their re¬ 
spective areas. Para 4. CinCSVTPA and CINCPOA will keep the air situation 
affecting the movement of assault forces north about LUZON under continuous 
joint review. If either considers the enemy air situation such as to make 
this movement unduly hazardous, he will report immediately to the Joint 
Chiefs of Staff with appropriate recommendations. Para 5. Directions 
will be issued later regarding plans for possible operations against 
FORMOSA, the PESCADORES, AMOY and other points on the CHINA COAST. 


07 2155 COMNORPAC to CINCPOA . 

> l P ep i Reference your 070236. Recommend objectives include ETOROFL 

and MATSUWA. Operation would be major one and require complete restudy. 
Commanding General Alaskan Department has by hand and concurs. 
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OCTOBER (GOT) declassified 

09 2200 C III CP 0 A to CCM3SRVPAC, CQMaIRPAC, CQM5THFLT, COMPHIBSPAC , 

COM 5 THPII13F OR, G O MFMFPAC, C0MGEN5THPHI3C0RPS. COMGENAAF?OA, 

Info COMGLNPOA, CONSOPAC. CTF 96, COMF.VPAREACEITPAC, CTF 59, 

comincii & cnq, cj,nor?ac, cincswpa, cgsupservfi/,fpac. 

I.'ARCQRPS, CCM7THFLT, C0N3RDFLT, COKAIRFMFPaC . 

TOP"GZ?€R' , jg. Warning Order. Initiate preparations for 
operation 'detachment with target date 20 January East 
Longitude in accordance concept CINCPOA Joint Staff Study now 
in preparation. Operation will be commanded by Adra R.A. • 
Spruance v/ith Vice Adm R. K. Turner Commanding Joint Expedi¬ 
tionary Force and It. Gen. H. M. Smith USMC Commanding All 
Expeditionary Troops. Troops to be mounted in Hawaiian Area: 
V Phib Corps consisting of 4th and 5th Marine Divisions 
(Reinforced) and CoJ^s Troops as follows: Corps Hqtrs, 1 
Signal Bn, 1 MT Co,*l Med Bn, 3 CB Bns, 1 Corps Evac Hosp, 

Det of Field Depot, 3 Amp Truck Cos (Army), 2 JASCOs, 2 Amp 
Trac Bns, Corps Arty consisting of an Arty Grp Hqtrs and 
2 - 155MM How Bns, Garrison Troops to include 3 AAA Bns 
Reinforced (Army) and 2 - 155MM Gun CD Bns (Army). Shipping 
Available about D - 40. Troops to be mounted MARIANAS: 

1 AmTank Bn, 2 AmTrac Bns, 2 Tank Cos. Shipping available 
about D - 12 . 3rd MarDiv (Reinforced) will be held in area 
reserve at GUAR'.. 1 RCT (Army) will be staged SaIPAN about 1 
Jan and will proceed on call to WORKMAN for garrison duty. 
Para. After operation Fourth and 5th MarDivs will return to 
MARIANAS for rehabilitation. Para. Garrison aircraft for 
WORKMAN: 3 Groups YF (Army), 2 Sqdns VF (N) (Army), 1 Group 
VBH (Army), 1 AWS Co (Army) (Plus 1 additional SCR 527), 

1 Sqdn VMTB. Para. Island Commander will be Army and 
C0MGENP0A will provide necessary supplemental garrison forces 
not specifically indicated above. COMGKNPOA, COMGENFMFPAC 
and Navy Type Commanders concerned submit by 25 October to 
fullest extent practicable specific designations units to be 
employed DETACHMENT including Assault, Defense, Aviation, 
Construction and Service Units. Unit designations not avail¬ 
able 25 October will be submitted earliest practicable. COM 
GENPOA is requested to nominate a general officer of the Army 
Air Forces as Island Commander. All units will be furnished 
initial supplies by agencies in area from which mounted. 

# •COMGENPOA 

09 2300 CINCP0A to G0M5THFLT. C0M5THPHIBF0R. C0MSEPVPAC J CQMAIRPAC. 
C'oj,tHTbs?aC, CTiMG^'lTiTPT^BCCi^, c’)!^^A^rTOi^^^C>A: 

Info C 01''SO PAG, CTF 96 , COMF'-'DAREACE^TAC. CTF 59, COM INCH & 

CEO, CONTORT AC. CINCH PA, LVRCQRP3, COSUPSERVFMFPAC, 

C0M7THFI.T, C0M3RDFLT, COMAIRFiTPRC. 

- ¥op Soor -a t . Preliminary warning order. Initiate prepara¬ 
tions for operation ICEBERG v/ith target date 1 March East 
Longitude in accordance concept CINCPOA Joint Staff Study 
now in preparation. Operation will be commanded by Adm R. 

A. Spruance with Vice Adm R.K. Turner Commanding Joint 
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09 2300 CINCPOA to C0M5THFLT (CONT'D) 

Expeditionary Forces and Lt Gen S. B. Buckner Commanding 
all Expeditionary Troops. Troops to mount out for operation 
include an Army Corps of 2 Army Divisions and an Amphibious 
Corps of 3 Marine Divisions. 1 Army division and 1 MarDiv 
will be held in area reserve. Corps and Divs above will have 
normal supporting troops all to be designated later. Garrisor 
troops will consist of 2 Army Divs (From Assault Forces) 6 AAJ 
Gun Bns (Army), 3 AAA AW Bns (Army), 2 AAA S/L Bns (Army), 

2 AA Bns (Mar) and 3 - 155MM Seacoast Bns (Army). Garrison 
aircraft will consist of 4 groups VMF, 2 Sqds VMF (N) , 2 Sqds 
VMTB, 2 Sqds VPH (HL) , 1 Sqdr VD (Army), 1 Sqdr Photo Recon, 

2 Grps VBM (Army), 2 Grps VBH (Army), 2 Sqdrs VPB (MS), 4 
Marine AW Sqans. Island Commander will be Army and COMGSNPOA 
will provide necessary supplemental garrison forces not speci¬ 
fically indicated above. Additional details to complete 
Warning Order will be issued by later dispatch. 

10 0330 CINCPOA to COMNORPAC. 

-S ooiMjt . Please amplify your 072155 as soon as practicable 
by airmail letter. 

10 1523Z ARNOLD to NIMITZ Info MACARTHUR . 

WARX 44163. Top Secret. Operation of 20th Bomber Command 
against DIAPHRAGM target on 11th October has been postponed 
because of weather. Now plan attacks on 14 th and 16th 
October against same targets. 

11 1957 COMGENAAFPOA to CINCPOA Info COMGENPOA . 

TOP 0DQRBT AAFPOA 1447 Look at radio 221045 FwdArea to Cincpoa, radio 
040058 Cincpoa to ComFwdArea and Cincpoa 100513Z. The 20th Air Force has 
accepted the plan to dispose the 313 Wing on TINIAN and the 314 Wing on 
GUAM in conformity with these dates: TINIAN 2 groups 1 Jan 2 groups 15 
Jan. GUAM 2 groups 1 Feb 2 groups 1 April. It is believed that in order 
to avoid delay and to insure that the Forward Area and Island Commanders 
concerned have definite instructions to meet these requirements that 
radio directives are necessary. These radio directives to be in the 
nature of revisions to base plans requiring earlier completion dates. 

Formal confirmation by written revision of base plans should follow and 
this headquarters will prepare the necessary detailed request for revi¬ 
sion if desired. 
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12 0127 CCM3RDFLT to CINCPOA Info CCMAIRPAC, CTF 38, CTG 38.1 

TOP OBC RST. . A target date of November 11 is contemplated for HOTFOOT. 
For such operation it iB highly desireable that the maximum carrier 
strength and offensive power be amassed to contend with the probable 
enemy air concentrations defending the EMPIRE. Toward this end the 
following specific recommendations are made for your consideration: 

(1) That the BUNKER HILL be retained for the operation and that for 
such her complement be changed to 100 VF. That by retention of present 
fighters and exchange of other planes now on board with F6F*S and 
pilots from replacements in MARSHALLS-MARIANAS. Latter to be accom¬ 
plished in SAIPAN not later than November 4th to any necessary movement 
of planes YES This must be as CVE'S not now assigned to 3rd Fleet. 

(2) That the"YORKTOVfN and TICONDEROGA be furnished complements of 
100 fighters from assigned and replacement groups in lieu of their 
regular groups and that these spips J in TF 38 in ULITHI-SAIPAN Area 
by 4 November. (3) That the SARATOGA, if training program permits, 
be permitted to join TF 38 for this operation and provided with 100 
fighters from any available source using Corsairs if neoessary or 
practicable. Para. With such projected large carrier strength it is 
possible that some CVL’S, the use of whioh is questionable in heavy 
seas that may well be enoountered in the vicinity of the target, 
oould be released from the operation and their fighters used to assist 
in making possible the desired complement for the 4 carriers listed 
above. However I would prefer this source of fighters not be used 
exoept as a last reBport. Para. I realize the above will entail many 
difficulties but the resultant strnegth of approximately 800 fighters 
and 400 bombers is considered a better apportioning of "types for use 
against land based air than is the current carrier complement which 

is suited primarily for use against the enemy fleet. Future objec¬ 
tives of oarrier strikes may well justify permanent retention of 
2 to 1 ratio which would still be very effective against the Jap 
Fleet. If my recommendations receive favorable consideration request 
you take appropriate action to make the above possible. 

12 0632 CINCSWPA via CCM7THFLT to CINCPOA, CCM3RDFLT, CHIEF OF STAFF WAR DEPT, 

CftfCSEAC, COMGElJ cHIHA BURMA fflDIA, CGMGEH USAAlF. 

TOP OEO R OT . Canoel and file our message XHG 128 TOO 061305Z as the 
the following is a paraphase of same. Allied Air Forces will support 
operations Southwest Pacific A r ea Task Forces, 3rd Fleet and Allied 
Naval Forces in the above operations Para Allied Naval Forces will 
conduct operations consequent to the above seizure of objectives. Para. 
Allied Naval and Air Forces will as preliminary to above operations 
open routes for shipping through SURIUAO STRAIT via MINDANAO SEA - 
SULU SEA - MINDORO STRAITS and via CAMOTES SEA - VWY - YAN SEA - 
SIBUYAN SEA - MINDORO STRAITS. Para M2 (Contingent Operation) 8th 
Army will seize paBsses through the mountains in the vicinity of 
TOGGLE by combined overwater movement through HIDROSIS and a parachute 
drop in the vicinity of TOGGLE. Pass one division to the control of 

6th Army on debouchment from the mountain passes. Target date of 

H day, 1-20 January 1945. Major units: 1 infantry division, 1 

parachute regimental corabat team, 1 cavalry rogimental combat 
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Para Ml (Main Operation) 6th Army will establish a beachhead in the 
SARTORIAL Area, destroy hostile forces and occupy the Central WHITE¬ 
WASH-STEAM-ROLLER Area. Establish bases as later directed by this 
headquarters to support subsequent operations; complete occupation 
of WHITEWASH. Target date for S Day, 20 December. Major units* 

6 infantry division, 1 regimental combat team, 2 fighters groups, 

1 medium bomb group, 1 marine dive bomb group, 1 tactical reconnaissance 
group. Para Operations: L3: (Preliminary operation) 6th Army will 
oooupy southwestern UBRRUE, establish control of sea routes through 
waters of INTEGER and establish Naval and air facilities for direct 
support of operations in WHITEWASH. (This is first sentence of last 
paragraph). Warning instructions Number 6, this headquarters, being 
issued this date for the seizure and occupation of WHITEWASH by 
Southwest Pacific Forces, for the purpose of establishing naval and 
air facilities to support future operations. Target date for U Day, 

6 December. Major Units: 1 parachute infantry oombat team, 1 infantry 
regimental combat team, 2 fighter groups, 1 medium bomb group. End 
of paraphrase. Signed MACARTHUR. 


13 0338 CCK3RDFLT to CTF 67, CTG30.8 CTG 38.1, CTF 69 Info CCMINCH, CINCPAC, 
COMCRUDIV 6, CTF 36. 

TOP SECRET. Warning Order. Present intention 3rd Fleet conduct 
sustained air strikes TOKYO Area Target Date 11 November. Will re¬ 
quire employment TF 38 Reinforced by TICONDEROGA YORKTCWN SARATOGA if 
possible and Desron 47, Crudiv 6 and 6 DD now assigned CTF 67, 12 AO 
4 CVE (Replacement) 3 CVE (Escort) and escorts from TG 30.8 plus 2 
ATF assigned ConSeron 10. TF 38 proceed from aroa GAMBOL other units 
from ENIWETOK on or about 6 November. Details of departure points 
route and schedule in Op-Order to be issued later. Sustained land 
based air strikes on BONINS and MARCUS ISLANDS prior to target date 
will also be required. 

13 0348 CINCPAC to COM THIRD FLEET Info CTF 38, CTG 38.1 COMINCH CCMAIRPAC 
CTF 67. 

TOP "SECREP- . Your 120127 not to all. Desirability of increasing your 
fig^ier strength for HOTFOOT fully appreciated. The maximum that can 
be done without impairing the readiness of tho fleet for subsequent 
operations is embodied in the following which will be initiated now. 
ABIE will send by escort carriers Fiteron Four with fiftyfour aircraft 
plus additional Hellcats to bring Fiteron Eight up to total of fifty. 
Fiterons Four and Eight to operate from BUNKER HILL. Bombron and 
Torpron Eight to be returned PEARL. After HOTFOOT Fiteron Four 
should go to ESSEX in advanoe of remainder group Four. BAKER 
TICONDEROGA and YORKTOWN will be equipped with fiftyfour fighters 
each prior to departure PEARL. CHARLIE You may augnent the Fiterons 
of other carriers to a strength not to exceed fiftyfour by withdrawals 
from escort carriers and forward area pools after you have replaoed 
losses incurred during KING TWO recognizing that depletion of fighters 
and pilots in pipeline and pools will disrupt replacements for about 
six weeks and necessitate accelerated training of replacements here. 

2382 














DECLASSIFIED 


^ € > P SECRET - 
OCTOBER (GCT) 

Para. I do not approve of detaching the li^it carriers. The 
operating procedure in the fast carrier task groups using both 
CV and CVL is well established and highly successful and should 
not be subjected to radioal ohanges at this time. Para. The 
foregoing barring interim losses will give you eleven CV and 
ei$vt CVL with approximately 825 fighters 235 dive bombers and 
250 torpedo planes. 

13 2035 ADCOMNORPAC to CINCPAC Info CTF 90, CTF 91, COMFAIHffING 4, COMNORPAC, 

COM SIT BPAC, CTF 94. ~ ' 

'T O P SE ftftff E-. TF 94 will bombard MATSUWA 171240. Request air-surfaoe 
zone" be established between Longitude 153 East and eastern boundary sub¬ 
marine patrol zone shown Addendum 5 Cinopoa SOP 1 from latitude 47 N to 
58-30 N commencing 0 hours 15th and ending 12 hours October 20th. All 
times GCT. 

14 0445 CINCPOA to CQM3RDFLT Info CCMINCH, CCUAIRPAC, COMBATPAC, CCMCRUPAC, COM- 

DESPAC, CTF's 38, 5?, ~CTG's,~~30.S, 30.9. 

T01 1 OBO J ' tB ?. Refer warning order in mydis 071255. Following ships 
assigned you for duty during HOTFOOT: CarDivs 1, 2, 3, 4, 5 less BATAAN, 
6 less BENNINGTON. BatDivs 6, 7, 8 less INDIANA, 9. CruDivs 4, less 
INDIANAPOLIS, 6 less SAN FRANCISCO plus BOSTON, 11 less SAN JUAN and 
FLINT, 13, 14 less VICKSBURG. DesRons 6 less CRAVEN, 46 less BRADFORD, 
47, 50, 52, 53, 55, 60 less LOWRY, 61. ANZIO (Ex CORAL SEA) ASVY group. 
Transport CVE, oilers. Service Force unitB and their escorts as presently 
assigned plus CarDiv 29 less MAKIN ISLAND escorted by DEWEY (DD349) 
MONAGHAN (DD354) C F AUSBURNE (DD570) DYSON (DD572) CONVERSE (DD509) and 
SPENCE (DD512) all ETD PEARL 25 October. Para. TICONDEROGA escorted by 
LAHSDOWNE (DD486) LARDNER (DD487) depart PEARL about 18th. YORKTOWN, 
NORTH CAROLINA and DesRon 60 lees LOWRY (DD770) plus COLLETT (DD730) and 
SAMUEL N MOORE (DD747) depart PEARL about 24th. Para. TF 57 will con¬ 
tinue under your operational control during HOTFOOT. You may transfer 
CruDiv 5 and escorts to TF 30 for this operation. Para. Urdis 130338. 
Target date of 11 November approved for planning purposes. 

14 2219 CINCPAC to ALL HOLDERS 35-S POA Info COM 7TH FLEET, CTF 57, CTF 59, COM- 
STJBPAC. 

SUPER. At 141808 CinC Combined issued "Special DesopOrder 8. 1. Enemy 
striking force has received our stinging attack and is retreating. 2. 
Shore based air force (s) blank and Number 2 Diversion Attack Force 
carry out annihilation operations as directed". Comment by Cincpac. 

Tem diversion attack force not confirmed but believed good. No good 
information on strength or location but for reasons to follow estimated 
to consist of carriers and surface vessels in EMPIRE area probably Car¬ 
Divs 3 and 4 possibly including CarDivs 1 and 5. Believe no battleships 
in EMPIRE. Believe maximum of cruiser destroyer strength in EMPIRE to 
be 3 heavy 6 light and 20 destroyers. The Number 2 Diversion Attack 
Force Comdr set Condition 2 same day Blue striking force hit OKINAWA 
hence believed EMPIRE area. Previously number 1 Diversion Attack Force 
associated with SINGAPORE MANILA area. Possibility exists of recent 
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reorganization Jap surTace forces may make above deductions non applicable 
and Japs may throw all available air and surface force at you. At 141613 
Coradr T Force reported sinking between blank and 8 blue carriers on 12th 
and sinking between 3 and 6 blue carriers on 13th suggesting Jap high com¬ 
mand may have ordered your annihilation based on exaggerated reports re¬ 
ceived. Good luck to you all. Niraitz. 

16 °149 C0M3RDFLT t o CTNCPAC , COMINCH, ALL TFC's 3RD AND 7TH FLEETS, C0M7THFLT, 
CINCSOWESPAC. -- 


TOP SBCREL Cincpac 142219 not to all am disposing all forces for fleet 
action. Except for todays LUZON strike no fast carriers will be available 
support KING 2 until further notice. CTG 38.4 report LUZON enemy air situ¬ 
ation direct to CinCSWPA earliest possible info others. 

15 0252 COM 3RD FLT to CINCPAC, COMINCH, ALL TASKF0RC0MS 3RD AND 7TH FLEET, COM 

TASK GROUP 30.3, COMTASKGROUP 30.8, C0MTASKGR0UP 30.F,' COM 7THTlT,' CINCSO- 

WESPAC . *- 

-TOP 3E0RET- Enemy believes we are greatly reduced beaten and retiring. 
Annihilation attack on Blue MR expected. I intend to attack in strength. 
Para General Plan. Expedite fueling all carrier groups. As fueling com¬ 
pleted force will be concentrated toward reference position Lat 22 North 
Long 128 East. Task Group 30.3 represent beaten remnant of 3rd Fleet con¬ 
tinue retirement. Orders for movements and disposition by separate dis¬ 
patches. HALSEY in NEW JERSEY with Task Group 38.2 is 0TC. 


15 0932 CINCP0A to COM 3RD FLEET Info ALL TAKS FORCE AND GROUP COMDRS 3RD FLT, COM¬ 
INCH, COMSUBPAC, CTF 77.- 


-TOP 3ECRfi» . Submarine dispositions are being made as follows. BLACKFIN in 
position approximately 20-45 North 130-00 East being ordered retire eastward 
to 134-30 East to clear your concentration point. 10 submarines blocking 
LUZON STRAIT between 119 and 121 East. 2 submarines in approximate position 
20-45 North 126-00 East are retiring west to 122-30 East and will then move 

fiff north west tip FORMOSA. 3 
Lng OKINAWA. ^Submarine in each of ABANDON 
ABLAZE ABUSE AND ABDUCT. 3 submarines off southern approaches HAGASAKI- 
SASEBO. 3 guarding BUNGO SUIDO and 2 guarding southwest approaches TOKYO 
BAY. 


15 0301 CTNCPAC to CINCSWPA Info COM ALLIED AIR FORCES SWPA, C0M3RDFLT, C0M7THFLT . 

~ T0r SECRET . Mydis 142219. Request maximum practicable air reconnaissance 
covering exits at SURTGAO and SAN BERNADINO STRAITS beginning daylight 16 
October and continuing until situation clarifies. 

15 1230 CTNCPAC to COMNAVGROUP CHINA, Info C0M3RD FLEET, CINCSWPA, COMINCH, COMGEN 
AAF POA . '--- 

* TOP SEGRET ' . Request you arrange daily reconnaissance of SOUTH CHINA SEA 
north of CAMRANH BAY-LINGAYEN line by CHINA based air for purpose of detec¬ 
ting possible movement of enemy fleet units toward aj-ea in which 3rd Fleet 
now operating. Please advise extent to which this can be accomplished. 
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15 1755 COMNAVGROUP CHINA to CINCPAC . 

TOP b EGRET. Your 151230. Cincpac inform those who need to know. 14th Air 
Force undertaking job with 4 Liberators daily. 

15 0651 CINCPOA to DEPCOM 20TH AIR FORCE Info COMNAVGROUP CHINA, COMINCH, C0M3RDFLT, 
COMSUBPAC, CINCSWPA, COM 7THFLT. 


Uy 142219 Com 3rd Fit’s 150149 and 150252 not to all adees but held by 
Cominch and passed to you by hand. Request maximum action against enemy air 
foroe in FORMOSA until situation clarifies. 


15 0736Z DEPCOMAF 20 to COMAF 20 Info CINCPOA . 

— TOP GEOR E T -. AAPPOA 1574 Cincpoa requests maximum possible action against 
enemy air foroe FORMOSA until situation clears. Recommend for this period 
mimiaum of 1 strike each day even at expense of size of strike force rather 
than infrequent strikes of heavier forces. References are Cincpoa's 142219, 
Com3rdFlt’s 150149 and 150252 all of which Cominch has. 

16 11251 CCU ALLIED AIR FORCE to COM 5TH AIRFORCE, CINC SOWESPAC, CINCPAC, COM 7TH 

FLT, COM 3RD" FLT. 

AX 79225 TOR SECRET . Speoial reconnaissance orders: (A) Continue special 
reoonnaTssarioe of SURIOAO and SAN BERNADINO STRAITS until thiB area effec¬ 
tively covered by regular reconnaissance of search plan F revised (refer 
AAF 01 69 dated 2 October). (B) Immediately and progressively activate 
MOROTAI sectors of search plan F revised. Mission to oover friendly naval 
forces operating east of the Philline Day search sector and reporting eneny 
fleet movements west of the east boundary of PHILIPPINES which effect our 
forces. Report action taken and time searches effective. 

16 0953 COMNAVGROUP CHINA to CINCPAC Info CINCSOVJESPAC, CCM3RDFLT, COMSUBPAC, CCMINCH 
CORTDIV 2T, 

• TOP BBORET ' 14th Air Force changes plan. Refer ourdis 151920. Search of 
JsOUTH CHINA SEA not started as yet. Plan now ie twice daily search commenc¬ 
ing 1100 GCT October 16 and reputed every 12 hours until notified to stop. 

2 Liberators will make oomplete coverage of area bounded by HAILING ISLAND 
21-35 North 111-53 East- CANRANH -LINGAYEN-HAILING ISLAND. Planes will use 
airoraft code CSQ 1270 (CQ) authenticator only. Planes will broadcast on 
5440 kilocycles using MCW. Not 5640 kilocycles voice. No bombs carried. 
ComNavGroup CHINA guarding new frequency both at CHUNGKING and KUNMING and 
together with 14th Air Force will do all possible to expediate contact re¬ 
ports to Cincpoa. Reason for delay and change unknown here. 

16 0342 CINCPOA to CINCSVilPA Info COM 7TH FLT, COMINCH . 

TOP CEORET. Following replies to lettered queries your 100743 (A) 67 DD's 
and 13 Dll's will be increased by the addition of 9 DD but early return to 
POA will be necessary as indicated in (C) below in order to implement DE¬ 
TACHMENT. (B) Allocation herein may be considered final except insofar as 
battle damages unanticipated material breakdowns or unforeseen military 

2385 





























T OP OEORGg - 


OCTOBER (GCT) 

16 0342 (continued) 




declassified 


exigencies may introduce unavoidable changes. CA's now reduoed to 3 as 
indicated my 101935 which also covers temporary release CA's to Com3rdFlt 
for HOTFOOT during interval between K-2 and M-l. CVE's reduoed to 18 as 
indicated my 112018. AKA’s reduced to 19 due to reoent material deficiencies 
ALCHIBA. APD increased to 17 by inclusion 5 APD Cominch 191317. AGO re¬ 
duced to 4 due to urgent early requirement for 1 in connection training large 
number new ships and preparation and rehearsals for DETACHMENT. Additional 
command facilities are available since 4 APA assigned you CAMBRIA FREVONT 
CAVALIER and LEONARD WOOD are fully equipped RAGC of which only 2 were 
previously so designated. In redeployment schedule which follows 2 RAGC 
refer to CAMBRIA and FREMONT. (C) Dates and localities of release of as¬ 
sault shipping to PQA follows. GUAM 4 January 13 APA or AP 1 LSV 1 RAGC 3 
LSD 6 AKA or AK 6 APD. GUADALCANAL 20 January 10 AFA or AP 3 APH 1 LSV 1 
RAGC 5 LSD 2 AGC 60 LST 15 LSM 5 APD. LEYTE 25 January 29 APA or AP 1 LSV 
12 AKA or AK 2 AGC 60 LST 15 LSM 6 APD. PEARL 20 February for overhaul 10 
APA or AP 1 AKA or AK to be designated later. Dates and localities of re¬ 
lease of fire support and escort ships to POA follows. ULITHI 30 Dec 7 OBB 
3 CA 2 CL 18 DD 18 LCl(G) 9 CVE 9 DD 9 DE. GUAM 4 Jan 12 DD. GUAM 11 Jan 
6 EMS. GUADALCANAL 20 January 9 DD 6 PC 3 PCS 8 YMS. LEYTE 25 Jan 9 DD 4 
EMS pluB all remaining small craft. ULITHI 1 Feb 9 CVE 9 DD 12 DE. This 
redeployment should permit 1 turn around of at least 2 transgroups and half 
of LST's. PART 2. (D) Current temporary assignment of SARANAC ASHTABULA 

SUAMICO WINOOSKI SEVERN and AOG KISHWAUKEE continued. Approximately 500,000 
barrels fuel will be available ULITHI for replenishment fleet oilers listed 
above to meet requirements fire support group. Cincpoa will provide initial 
and replacement ammunition for Pac Fleet fire support groups and 3rd Fleet 
cowering forces. Ammunition ships will be routed western CAROLINES and 
MARIANAS. Disposition you desire for these ammunition shipB should be 
arranged direot with Com3rdFlt. (E) Auxiliary vessels for repair mainten¬ 
ance and supply of all POA forces, including 3rd Fleet and those temporarily 
assigned 7th Fleet, are available under ComSeron 10 at ULITHI and MANUS. 

Any speoial dispositions of auxiliary' vessels desired should be arranged 
direot with 0om3rd Fleet. (F) 22 LST transporting 2 side load pontoon 
assemblies each making total of 44. This replies Com 7th Fleet 080653. (G) 

Negative except those already loaded in units engaged in K-2. Para. Anti¬ 
cipate no requirements for SWPacific forces in support DETACHMENT or ICEBERG 
except strategical support fp$>*shore based aircraft which will be made the 
subjeot of later communication and possible redeployment to LEGUMINOUS of 1 
Marine medium bombardment group and 2 Army heavy bomb groups in the event 
PQA A my Air Forces have not been augnented prior to target date. 

17 0819 CCMKORPAC to CTF 94, CINCPAC Info CCMSUBPAC . 

Thio i s' -TOF-SECRSI- Refer originators 132035. Task Force 94 bombardment of 
MATSUWA postponed 24 hours account unrestricted visibility. 

17 1955 CINCPOA to COMINCH Info COMNORPAC 00MGENP0A 

‘TOP OEUREI 1 . Recommends assignment of an Army Corps Command 
and Staff to conduct preliminary plans and be available 
to coiumand army troops KEELBLOCKS or similar operations. 
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18 1851 CINCPOA to C0M3R0FLT Info CQM5THFLT, COM1STCARTASKFOR, COM2NDCARTASKFOR . 

~TuP SECR ET.. Your 180756 best target data available for Japanese ESnpire, 

&YUKYUS, FORMOSA, LUZON and CHINA COAST vrill be delivered carriers prior 
operation INDUCTION in support of Ml. However my plans for INDUCTION do 
not invoke entry of major forces into the EAST CHINA SEA. 

19 1836 COMNAVGR CHINA to COMSUBPAC info CINCPAC . 

- Top - Secre t. For DELAWARE strike scheduled over target OMURA AIRCRAFT FACTORY 
M5cT GCT October 25. 20th Bomber Command requests lifeguard submarines in 
following priority positions. A at 33-00 north 128-15 east. B at 32-30 
north 126-00 east. C at 32-00 north 129-00 east. D at 33-00 north 128-30 
east. Flight reference point DANJO GUNTO posit 32-00 north 128-21 east. 
Possibility that operations will extend until 29 October. 

14 0348 CCM7THFLT to COMINCH, CNO Info C0MSUB8PAC, CINCPOA, COMSUBS SWPA, CTF 72, 
CINCSWPA. 

-TOP SECRET- Very deeply regret report SEAWOLF on special mission eastern SAMAR 
overdue at rendezvous since 6 October. Attendant circumstances are such that 
she must be presumed lost. Departed BRISBANE 21 September via SEEADLER for 
special mission XWST coast SAMR. Last transmission from SEAWOLF reported her 
position as 01-3ET North 133-57 East proceeding in established safety land SOA 
13.5 knots at 010544 GCT. Eastbound NARWHAL reported exchanging calls with 
westbound SEAWOLF in safety land position 02-30 North 130-13 East. This last 
known position SEA WOLF. Repeated messages requiring reply HAVE NOT been 
answered. Preliminary report of incidents probably connected with 'loss of 
SEAWQDF. SHELTON hit by submarine torpedo position 02-32 North 129-18 East 
at 030815 -I- while in CVE screen. At 1255 -I- carrier plane on ASP sighted 
sub with deck awash reported position 2-30 North 129-17 East. Sub crash 
dived. No recognition signal. Plane attacked. 2 bombs 120 feet ahead and 
slightly to starboard. RICHARD ROWELL from CVE screen proceeded to scene 
established sound contact and made 5 hedge hog PMOS 1 depth charge attack 
between 1315 and 1403 -I-. ROWELL reports 3 to^f hedge hog explosions and 
small amount debris plus large air bubble on 2nd attack. Between 1st and 2nd 
attack submarine attempted jam DE sound contact ROWELL reports signals unre¬ 
lated to effective identification signal. Circumstances indicate possibility 
sub attacked was enemy sub which may have torpedoed SEAWOLF or attack was made 
on SEAWOLF. Official investigation will be conducted. 

19 2215 CINCPOA to CINCSOWESPAC Info CCHINCH, COMGENPOA, COMGENFMFPAC. 

• TOP SEORHP- A broad outline reference your 111356 and my 130958 of facilities 
(lesira'ble in EXCELSIOR (PHILIPPINES) to support future operations of POA 
forces follows. The desirable timing of availability of this support and 
most advantageous divison of facilities between ACCUMULATION (LEYTE) and 
WHITEWASH (LUZON) is still under study and will be presented for discussion 
at pending conference. Para. Summary of POA needs. A. Supply and repair 
facilities tufficient to support approximately l/3 of the Pacific Fleet. B. 
Staging areas with supply and repair facilities sufficient to support and mount 
out 1 corps of3I«larine divisions (depot and shop troops and equipment to be 
furnished by FMFPao). C, Staging areas and supply and repair facilities 
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sufficient to support and mount out 2 Army Corps of 3 divisions each. D. 
Stockade of sufficient supplies and equipment to maintain above Marine and 
Ary units on a future major objective until their direct support from the 
United States can be assured estimated to require 60 days supply after mount- 
lng out. E. Hospital support for reoeption and temporary retention of casu¬ 
alties incurred in operations involving above forces. Para. The extent of 
assistance, if any, which you will need from POA resources to effect the aug¬ 
mentation of your facilities necessary to provide the above support should 
also be explored at the pending conference. 

19 2226 CINCPOA to C0MGENF?iFP AC jnfo CLINCH. MARCORPS, COKPHIBSPAC. COMFTOAREA. C0M- 
SOPAC, CINCSWFA, CQMGEUPQA. "— - - -- - - 

•^113 19-TOP EECRST. Tentative schedule employment and rehabilitation major 
FMF units is as follows: On completion DETACHMENT V Amphibious Corps inclu¬ 
ding corps troops 3rd and 4th MarDivs will be returned GUAM for rehabilitation 
and 5th LlarDiv to SAIPAN. On completion ICEBERG III Amphibious Corps inclu¬ 
ding corps troops 1st 2d and 6th MarDivs will be returned GUADAL-RUSSELLS area 
for rehabilitation unless staging areas have beoome available in the PHILIP¬ 
PINES. Para. Urdis 080013 not to all. Not anticipated that major FMF units 
will be staged in Hawaiian area subsequent to mounting for DETACHMENT. 

21 11302 _S_ULTAN to MACARTHUR AND RICHARDSON FOR NB1ITZ Info MARSHALL AND ARNOLD . 

TOP CEOREP . CRAX-17462 In order best to assist both SWPA and POA with the 
limited tonnage available to this theater in CHINA, it is believed desirable 
that conferences be held between representatives of CBI and both STUPA and POA. 
It is proposed therefore, that a small group of about 6 officers, representing 
theater headquarters. Army Air Forces India Burma Sector, 20th Bomber Command, 
14th Air lorce and India China Division ATC leave this theater approximately 
November 1 and proceed to HOLLANDIA and/or HONOLULU for necessary staff con¬ 
ferences. The exact purpose of the conferences would be to determine the 
assistance which can be rendered by us to each of the other theaters. The 
changing tempo of operations in the Pacific as well as actual ohanges of tar¬ 
gets and target dates make advisable some revision of our present Pac-Aid 
plans. Para. Original directive WARX 23614 dated April 16, upon which Pac- 
Aid was based, gave prior of assistance to Nimitz's FORMOSA operation and 
directed such assistance to MacArthur as would not interfere with the support 
possible for Nimitz. Our desire at this time is to revise our stockpile 
accumulation schedule and our operational schedules to permit maximum assis¬ 
tance to both theaters. An additional subject to be considered is the devel¬ 
opment of transport route from PHILIPPINES to CHINA. Para. Can we have your 
early reply as to: 1st, desirability of proposed conferences; 2nd, location 
desired by respective theaters; 3rd, indication as to whether general date 
indicated above is satisfactory to you. Para. If possible desire group not 
leave here until approximately 1 November in order to take advantage of in¬ 
formation to be gathered at monthly hump tonnage allocation conference. 
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21 1852 CINCPAC to COM3RDFLT Info COMINCH, CINCSWPA . 

•—TUP SECRET Nimitz to Halsey Info King and Ma cArthur 

Your" 210454 and 210645 to CinCSWPAl General plan andT tasks assigned by my 
Op Plan 8-44 continue in effect and restrictions imposed by necessity to 
cover forces of the Southwest Pacific are accepted, Para. Movement of 
major units of the 3rd Fleet through SURIGAO or SAN BERHADINO STRAITS will 
not be initiated without orders from me. Acknowledge. 

21 0645 CCM3RDFLT to CINC SOTfESPAC Info CINCPAC. CTF 77, COMINCH, CTF 38, CTG 38.1 

- T 6 P f tFCRET. For MacArthur. My present operations in strategic position 
to meet threat of enemy fleet forces are somewhat restricted by necessity 
to cover your transports and other vulnerable overseas movements. Would 
appreciate early advice regarding withdrawal such units to safe positions. 

This information will permit me execute orderly rearming program for my 
groups and at 6ame time give me more freedom for further offensive action. 
Halsejr. 

22 0517 CCM3RDFLT to CINCPAC Info CCWSERVPAC, C CHAIR 7THFLT (LOGIST ICS), CTU 30.9.1, 

CCMNAVBASE MANUS, CTF 57, CTF 30, CCM7THFLT, CTG 30.9 . 

■ TOP GEORET - Cancel my 092243. Present intention send 2 carrier groups to 
ULITHI 25-29 October and 2 groups same place 29-3 November. Only BUNKER 
HILL and 2 destroyers will be sent MANUS in immediate future. 

21 2240 MACARTHUR to CCM3RD FLEET Info CCMINCII, C HIEF OF STAFF, CINCPOA, CTF 77, CTF 
58, CTG 3871: ' 

TOP DECRETi . For Admiral Halsey replying his 210645. Basic plan for this 
operation in which for the first time I have moved beyon my own land based 
air cover was predicated upon full support by 3rd Fleet. A6 planned every 
possible measure is being taken to expedite the installation in this area of 
land based air forces but pending achievement our mass of shipping is subject 
during this critical period to raiding enemy elements both air and surface. 

2 cruisers already have been damaged by air attack in LEYTE GULF. I consider 
that your mission to cover this operation is essential and paramount. The 
method by which you fulfill that responsibility rests of course in your judge¬ 
ment. You will be kept fully informed of progress. Withdrawal of our ship¬ 
ping is proceeding according to plan. This despatch was prepared 211200. 
Transmission delayed due radio silence. 

21 1535 COMINCH, CNO to CINCPAC Info C0M3RDFLT . 

TOr - SEORHT . Desire early amplification of Com 3rd Fleet 210454 a6 to nature 
of operations in mind. 

22 0344 CCM3RDFLT to CINCPAC 

-¥eF-SEURfi¥- Cominch 211535. My 210454 was exploratory having in mind (A) 
reported widespread movements of Jap fleet units. (B) Paragraphs 3(A), 3(X) 
(1) and 3(X)(2) of Cinopoa OpPlan 8-44. (C) Undesirability routing oilers 

north of LUZON at present and (D) Looking ahead to the carrier operations 
preceding and supporting SARTORIAL. Your 211852 is acknowledged. 
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22 0537 CINC EASTERli FLEET to ACMIRALTY; AUSTRALIAN CCHMON WEALTH NAVAL BOARD, 
MELBOURNE; CINCPAC; CINC SO~ATLANTIC STATION, CAPETOWN t COM 7TH FLEET. 


tor 3E0RE£ . Eastern Fleet disposition signal number 122 (A) Battleships 
HMS RENOWN At TRINCCMALEE (CEYLON) HMS HOWE COLOMBO HMS QUEEN ELIZABETH 
DURBAN (B) Aircraft carriers HMS INDOMITABLE HMS UNICORN HMS ATHELING 
HMS BATTLER TRINCCMALEE HtMS VICTORIOUS HAMS ILLUSTRIOUS at sea HMS SHAH 
HMS BEGUM HMS AMEER HMS ACTIVITY AT COLIMBO (C) 8 inoh cruisers HMS LONDON 
HMS CUMBERLAND HMS SUFFOLK TRINCCMALEE (D) 6 inoh cruisers HMS NIGERIA 
HMS PHOEBE TRINCCMALEE HMS CEYLON DURBAN D S TRCMP SYDNEY HMS GAMBIA HMS 
KENYA HMS NEWCASTLE at sea HMS ACHILLES at BOMBAY. 


21 2240 CINCPOA to CCM GEN ARMY FORCES CHINA-BURMA-INDIA Info COMINCH, CINCSWPA . 

™ SB6RES . Conour in conference proposed by your CRAX 17462 to arrange 
for support from CHINA BURMA INDIA area for Pacific Ocean Areas operations 

21 0454 COM 3RD FLEET to CTNCS0WE8PAC Info CINCPAC, COMINCH, CTF 77, CTF 38, CTG 
WTl - 


"TOP O DOftf) 1 ^ What is earliest estimato for safe route to SOUTH CHINA 
SEa via SURIGAO and MINDORO STRAITS for (A) well escorted fleet oilers 
and (B) major combatant ships. CHINA SEA may suddenly become a critical 
area. 
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23 2330 COM2ND CARTA3KF0RPAC to COMINCH. CINCPAC. COMTHIRDFLT. COM- 

FIFTH FLT. COKlSTCARTASKFORCEPAC. 

'mis lij T0F- 9ECRM 1 -. Para 1 Para. After being subjected to 
incessant attack on this Task Group from diverse bases for 
more than 48 hours, during which it was necessary to handle 
VF and VF only at top speed, the following facts are again, 
and yet again confirmed and reaffirmed. Para. 2 Para. In 
this kind of war SB2C non-util, complicates plane handling, 
and occupies vital space which should go to invaluable VF. 

It is urgently recommended that by flat order SB2C on CV’s 
be immediately replaced by VF, Corsairs preferred to catch 
Frans. Use SB2C pilots if necessary, 2 hours required. 

Para. 3 Para. The originator knows: A, That the requisite 
planes are available. B, That logistics of upkeep are-' 
flexible and readily adjustable. C, And that training also 
is underway, though training is no great problem; and fails 
to apprehend theory in persistent opposition to practical* 
experience. Para. 4 Para. Our preparations have had in 
mind hitting the enemy at his source of power. The time is 
not in the future. Para. 5 Para. Successful EOTFOOT certain 
if so. Para. 6 Para. See my action report of 7 October serial 
0015. 

V 

24 0850 CINCPAC to CTF 57 info CTF 59. 

' TOH'- BEORHT - . 14 V 223 240443 and similar reports indicate 
opportunities to sink shipping and deny needed supplies to 
enemy bases in Nanpo Shoto. Give high priority to such 
opportunities in employment of long range aircraft of Task 
Force 59. 

24 1800 Com3RDFLT to COMINCH. CINCPAC. CINCSOWESPAC. CTF 77. ALL TFC'S 
AND TGC*S 3RD FLEET. C0M7THFLT. 

- T OP SEGIUiiTU . Night snooper contacted enemy carrier force 

* 0205 1 (-$) 100 miles north in 2 groups Lat. 17-10 Long. 125- 
30 and Lat. 16-40 Long. 125-30 course 110 speed 15. Own 
force of 3 groups concentrated. * 

24 1836 CINCPOA to COM SECOND CARTASK FOR info COMINCH. C0M3RDFLEET. 
CCM5THFLEET, COMFIRSTCARTASKFOR^ 

> -TOR- SECR£ ¥- » Cancel your 232330 which was improperly addressed 
direct to higher authority. Resubmit your views to me by 
letter via ComTHIRDFleet and ComAirPao. 
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daylight today but search will be continued assisted 
by aircraft tomorrow. During retirement Coolbaugh got 
what is believed to be a sure kill of sub while proceeding 
south across SHE.JTf.JTER. She was ordered to sit on her 
contact throughout the night. The Sproston also had good 
contact and has similar orders. Sproston shot down 1 
night raider which was attempting to attack Task Unit 
77.4-3- No estimate of total aircraft shot down can be 
made at this time but the number is considerable. Last 
strikes of day were with enemy on westerly courses in 
ShlT BERNARDINO STRAIT”. This action and that of the 
preceding night in which a strong enemy surface force 
was overwhelmingly defeated in 5URIGA0 STRAITS by the 
surface units of the 7TH FLEET under Rear Admiral J. B. 
Oldendorf are highlights on the road to TOKYO. Together 
they constitute the battle of LEYTE GULF. 

25 1317 C0M3RDFLEET to CIIJCPAC CINC50WESPAC CCM7TIEFLBET COMDTCH . 

That there be no misunderstanding concerning recent 
operations of the THIRD FLEET I inform you as follows: 

To obtain information of JAP plans and movements became 
vital on 23 October so three carrier groups were moved 
into PHILIPPINE COAST off POLILLO, SAN EERNADINO and 
STJRIGAO to search as far west as possible. On 24 October 
the THIRD FLEET searches revealed JAP forces moving east 
through the SIBUYAN and SULU SEAS and both of those forces 
were brought under attack by THIRD FLEET air strikes. The 
existence of a JAP plan for coordinated attack was then 
apparent but the objective was not sure and the expected 
carrier force was missing from the picture. THIRD FLEET 
carrier searches revealed the presence of the enemy carrier 
force on the afternoon of 24 October completing the picture. 
To statically guard SAN BSRNADIMO STRAITS until enemy 
surface and carrier air attacks could be coordinated would 
have been childish so three carrier groups were concentrated 
during the night and started north for a surprise dawn 
attack on the enemy carrier fleet. I considered that the 
enemy force in SIBUYAN SEA had been so badly damaged that 
they constituted no serious threat to Kinkaid and that 
e-stimate has been borne out by the events of the 25th off 
SURIGAO. The enemy carrier force v/as caught off guard 
there being no air opposition over the target and no air 
attack against our force. Their air groups were apparently 
shore based and arrive too late to land on their carriers 
or get into the fight. I had projected surface striking 
units ahead of our carriers in order to coordinate surface 
and air attacks against the enemy. Com 7TH FLEET’S urgent 
appeals for help came at a time when the enemy force was 
heavily damaged and my overwhelming surface striking force 
was within 45 miles of the enemy’s cripples. I had no 

alternative but to break off from my golden opportunity and 
head south to support Kinkaid although I was convinced that 
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his force was adequate to deal v;ith an enemy force 
that was badly weakened by our attacks of the 24th - a 
conviction justified by later events off LEYTE. I wish 
to point out that MacArthur and Kinkaid were supported 
by (A) Destruction of 1200 enemy planes between 10 and 
20 October plus much shipping. (B) Air attacks against 
JAP forces in the 3 r JLU SEA. (C) Crippling of enemy force 
in SIBUYAN SEA. (D) Destruction of over 150 planes on 24 
October. (E) Destruction of enemy carrier strength on 
25 October. (F) Carrier attacks on threatening enemy 
force off LEYTE 25 October. (G) Surface movements evening 
25 October to cut off enemy retreat toward SAN BERNADINO. 
Para. The back of the JAP Navy has been broken in the 
course of supporting our landings at LEYTE. Halsey. 
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26 0631 CTF 77 to COMINCH info C INC S’,VP A CINCPOA CQ1'3RDFLT 
COM3ESFAC COI 17TII7I.T COLAIRPAC. 

V.'ith deepest regret I report the loss of 2 CVE’s 
2 DD’s and 1 DE plus damage to other ships ndus 
battle fought to the eastward of SAMAR on 2 KPV3NKKG0EAW 
between enemy air and surface forces and a group of 
16 CVE’s plus DD and DE escorts. This group with superb 
determination and skill fought and defeated a strong 
enemy surface force supported by repeated attacks by 
shore based enemy aircraft. They struck repeatedly with 
all means at their disposal until the enemy retired 
defeated and continued to strike his retreating forces 
until darkness. The report of the valliant Commander 
of this gallant group Rear .admiral T. L. Sprague is 
transmitted herewith. "CTG 77.4 Despatch 252000. As 
a result of todays surface and air actions CTU 77.4.3 
reports SAINT L0 (Former MIDV'AY) hit by dive bomber 
FEV/ENTED by heavy explosions which destroyed ship. 

Gambier Bay Johnson and Roberts missing since bombard¬ 
ment by strong enemy force believed to contain 4 3B 
8 CA and CL 7 or more DD all very fast. All carrier 
groups were under attack throughout the day. Santee 
received torpedo hit and 3uicide crash on deck which 
started large fire. Suwanee received suicide crash 
which started large fire and penetrated both flight 
and hangar deck. Sangamon had a suicide crash along¬ 
side with bomb which punctured side in many places. 

Fires and damage were brought under control and all 
vessels continued to launch S5XNTJM5 against the enemy 
force till sundown. Vessels of Task Unit 77.4.2 were 
INHIDJUP to late afternoon and Task Group launched a 
total of 6 Heavy strikes armed with torpedoes and heavy 
bombs. Northern Group Task Unit 77.4.3 was under more 
or less continuous fire of enemy Battleships Cruisers 
and Aircraft throughout the day. All surviving carriers 
were damaged. White Plains Fanshaw Bay and Kitkun Bay 
got fires and other damage under control and continued 
to launch attacks until the end of the day. Last strikes 
from all ships were overtaken by darkness and many landed 
on LEYTE. Damage to enemy cannot be assessed at present 
but known damage includes 4 torpedoes in B3 and NATORI 
class Cruiser stopped and set afire in MINDANAO SEA. Off 
SAHAR at least 2 BB were hit by torpedoes and 1 CA stopped 
dead. DD and DE of screen Task Unit 77.4.3 made a gallant 
headon attack with guns and torpedoes when the carriers 
were brought under fire by the enemy BB’s. Casualties 
of sunk and missing ships cannot be estimated. There were 
40 dead and critically wounded on Santee. 1 dead on 
Sangamon. 1 lead on Powell. Reports from other Task Units 
are not yet available. Richard S Bull and Eversole were 
ordered to scene of sinkings to recover survivors reported 
in the water. Report of sinkings received too late to use 
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26 0257 C0M3RDFLT to COMINCH, CINCPAC info COMSUBPAC. CINCSOWESPAC. 

&~tgc's fep m iir~ 

TOP SECRET- . The pursuit phase of the battle of the 
western Pacific is now in progress. The SIBUYAN SEA 
force is under unremitting carrier air attack. Task 
Group 34.5 is patrolling eastern SAMAR for cripples. 

FEAF reports intent to strike retreating Nips in SULU 
SEA and western VISAYAS. And those that escape the 
surface and air forces are submitted to the tender 
mercies of the implacable submarines. 

'/ 26 0814 C0M3RBFLT to CINCPOA 

'T OP GEO RET - . In order to replenish carrier force at ULITHI 
while at same time maintaining 2 groups at sea, and in 
order to prepare for strenuous induction operations re¬ 
commend for HOTFOOT target date 17 November and not later 
than 20 November. Please comment on my assumption that 
such needed upkeep and rehabilitation schedules may be 
planned without committments in connection with support 
of 03 operation. 

26 1235 C0M3RDFLT to CINCSOWESPAC info CTF 77. CINCPAC. COMINCH. 

CW 38 . 

• 

- T OP SECRET - . For MacArthur. 2 carrier groups will furnish 
support at LEYTE 27th. After 17 days of fighting the fast 
carrier force is virtually out of bombs torpedoes and 
provisions and pilots are exhausted. I am unable to provide 
any extended direct air support. When will your shore based 
air take over air defense at the objective. Halsey 




A 





26 1812 CINCPAC to C0M3RDFLT info COMINCH. COMSERVPAC . 

-T OP - SECRET . Your 261235 reference to provisions not under¬ 
stood. Report approximate average number days supply of dry 
provisions in each type of combatant ship in company with 
you and list controlling items which are sufficiently short 
to affect combat operations. 

26 1809 CINCPOA to C0M3RDFLEET info CINCSWPA. COMINCH. C0M7THFLT . 

TO P — uEORET . My OpPlan 8-44 remains in effect. Cover and 
support forces of the southwest pacific until otherwise 
directed by me. 

26 2354 CINCPOA to C0M3RDFLT info COMINCH. CINCSWPA . 

“ TO P- SEC RET- . Delay in HOTFOOT your 260814 not to all adees 
is approved and will be announced. Have made no ooranitt- 
ments for your support of SWPA operations between INSURGENT 

and INDUCTION (K2 and Ml) 2390 
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21 1905 ARNOLD to DEPCOMAF 20. BOMCOM 21 Info CINCPAC. 

WAR 50166 T OP SEC RET- Speaking about Harmons telecon 20-A 
paragraph 1 the dates proposed for SAN ANTONIO -1 and SAN 
ANTONIO -2 are accepted. Paragraph 2 I feel strongly that 
significant results on this initial operation can be obtained 
only by concentrating the entire weight of the joint bombing 
effort against a single target area. I am equally convinced 
that this concentration must be directed against targets in 
the immediate 90.17 area. It is desired therefore that the 
primary target for the subject .operations be 90.17.357* 
Secondary target should be port facilities at 90.17 and the 
last resort target, the urban area at 90.17. Paragraph 3* 

To insure the maximum effect of the coordinated operation, 
the 20th Bomber Command is being directed to attack 90.36- 
.1627 on D / 1 and D/ 3 under both the preferred and alter¬ 
nate plan. The alternate target for the 20th Bomber Command 
will be 90*35.662. In case of weather interference, B-29’s 
from CHINA bases will attack these targets on the 1st suc¬ 
ceeding day on which weather permits. Both of these attacks 
will be maximum efforts. Paragraph 4. Detailed plan will 
be submitted through, and will be coordinated by, DepComAF 
20. It will be dispatched to arrive this headquarters not 
later than 1 November current. 


23 0511 MACARTHUR to CTF 77 Info COM 3D FLT, CINCPOA, ADV ECH GHQ. 
ALLIED NAVaI. frOffCE^- - 

CX 19909. -gap--S ecr et . Anticipate operation into UBIQUE 
1 to 5 December with land based pursuit installed 5 days 
later reference Com 3d Fleet 210494. Please advise all 
addressees estimated date SURIGAIO STRAITS and other passages 
will be cleared for traffic. 

26 1235 C0M3rdFLT to CINCSOWESPAC Info CTF 77; CINCPAC; COMINCH; 

CTF 33 . 

TOP SEC RET . For MacArthur. 2 carrier groups will furnish 
support at LEYTE 27th. After 17 days of fighting the fast 
carrier force is virtually out of bombs torpedoes and provi¬ 
sions and pilots are exhausted. I am unable to provide any 
extended direct air support. When will your shore based air 
take over air defense at the objective. Halsey. 

26 0814 C0M3RDFLT to CINCPOA 


"- TO P SECRET - . In order to replenish carrier force at ULITHI 
while at same time maintaining 2 groups at sea, and in order 
to prepare for strenuous INDUCTION operations recommend for 
HOTFOOT target date 17 November and not later than 20 November 
Please comment on my assumption that such needed upkeep and 
rehabilitation schedules may be planned without commitments 
in connection with support of 03 operation. 
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28 2242 CINCPOA to CINCS0WE3PAC Info COMINCH; COM3RDFLT; 

col:7thfltT - 

• TOT CHORES In view action your CAX 11404 which gives 
your shore based air forces the mission of direct air 
support in the LETTS- SAMAR area, your CX 51126 which 
assigns to it also the attack of all land targets and 
prevents 3rd Fleet carrier attacks on land targets in 
your area except after specific coordination with your 
headquarters and also the lack of important accessible 
naval targets in your area and absence strong naval 
threat it is advisable now to return the Fast Carrier 
Task Forces to their advanced base in order that they 
may be prepared and conduct HOTFOOT operation which is 
essential equally to your future operations and mine. 
Com3rdFlt is hereby authorized to reduce covering force 
to 1 Carrier Task Group. Your concurrence is requested 
in the withdrawal of the other. 

29 0844 CINC3WPA to NIMITZ . 

CA 91428 Your 282242 Concur. 

29 1828 CINCPOA to C0M3RDFLT Info COMINCH; CINCSWPA . 

TOr SECRE T . CinCSWPA CA 91428. Operation INSURGENT 
completed. Retire Carrier Task Groups to advanced bases 
at discretion. Para. My letter of instructions 00096 
of 18 August continues in effect. Consistent therewith 
desire maximum upkeep rest and logistic replenishment in 
preparation for HOTFOOT. 

27 1806 COMINCH info CINCPAC 

• TOP'•S ECRET . WARX 51593 of 25 October 1944 originated 
by the Joint Chiefs of Staff and addressed to the 
Commanding Generals 14th Air Force, .Army Air Forces 
INDIA-BURMA Sector, USAF CHINA-BURMA-INDIA Forward 
Echelon and Theatre Headquarters and Southeast ASIA 
Command is passed for your Top-Secret Info. Begins: 

2 Theatres as described below are substituted for the 
CHINA-BURMA-INDIA Theatre which is abolished. They 
are the CHINA Theatre and the INDIA -BURMA Theatre. 

The Secretary of Wars order to General Stillwell dated 
February 2, 1942 together with his assignment and the 
Chief of Staffs initial letter of instructions to him 
of the same date and subsequent modifications or 
supplements thereto which are in conflict herewith are 
rescinded. In lieu thereof the following directive 
effective this date is issued to the Commanding General 
U.S. Forces CHINA Theatrepand to the Commanding General 
U.S. Forces INDIA- BURMA Theatre. Para A. Directive to 
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the Commanding General U.S. Forces CHINA Theatre. 1. 
Boundaries. The CHINA Theatres boundaries include INDO 
CHINA and the mainland of CHINA and the immediately 
adjacent islands such as HONGKONG but not FORMOSA or 
HAINAN. 2. Command. Except as you may ftgree to under 
Para 6 below or as stated in Para 2B below all U.S. Forces 
within the geographic boundaries of the CHINA Theatre are 
under your command. Separate agreements with the auth¬ 
orities concerned will define your control over Chinese 
and other Allied forces. B. Navy Group CHINA Air Trans¬ 
port Command and 20th Air Force are examples of certain 
units in the CHINA Theatre which are not under your full 
control. Directives to Commanding General U.S. Army 
Forces CHINA-BURMA-INDIA show their status which will 
remain unchanged insofar as the directives are applicable 
to you as Commanding General U.S. Forces CHINA Theatre. 

3. Mission. A. With respect to Chinese Forces your 
primary mission is to advise and assist the Generalissimo 
in the conduct of anti-Japanese military operations. 

B. Carrying out air operations from CHINA is your primary 
mission as to U.S. combat forces under your command. In 
addition continue assistance to the Air and Group Forces 
of CHINA in training, logistic support and operations. 

C. Except for the protection of U.S. lives and property 
U.S. resources will not be employed for the suppression 
of civil strife. 4 . Position under the Chinese Govern¬ 
ment. You may accept the position of Chief of Staff to 
the Generalissimo. 5- Relation to the INDIA-BURMA and 
other theaters. To the extent necessary to carry out 
your mission you will coordinate directly with the 
Commanding General U.S. Forces INDIA-BURMA Theater and 
with other force and theater commanders. Submit your 
requirements for units supplies equipment and personnel 
through the Commanding General INDIA-BURMA Theatre to 
the War Department. 6. Special instructions. Specific 
agreements may be made with the Commanding General, U.S. 
Forces INDIA-BURMA Theatre if desirable to facilitate 
accomplishment of your mission wherein you will accept 
responsibility for certain operations or installations 
within his theatre or wherein he will accept responsibility 
for certain installations or operations within your theatre. 
Inform the War Department. 7- Allocation of U.S. supplies. 
You will control allocation of supplies delivered into 
CHINA by U.S. facilities within the priorities set up by 
the Joint Chiefs of Staff and inform the Commander U.S. 
Forces INDIA-BURMA Theatre as to projected allocations. 

Para B. Directive to the Commanding General U.S. Forces 
INDIA-BURMA Theatre. 1. Boundaries of the INDIA-BURMA 
Theatre are as follows: From the junction of the 60 
Meridian with the Iranian Coast north to KEWMAN exclusive 
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thence to ASHKHABAD inclusive thence southeast and south 
along the northern and eastern border of IRAN to the INDIAN 
border. From this point along the boundary between INDIA 
and AFGHANISTAN to the boundary of CHINA thence east and 
south along the boundary of CHINA to INDO CHINA thence south 
along the western INDO CHINA border to the gulf of SIAM thence 
west and south along the coast of THAILAND and the MALAY 
Peninsula to SINGAPORE. From SINGAPORE south to the north 
coast of SUMATRA thence round the east coast of SUMATRA 
(leaving the SUNDA strait to the eastward of the line) to a 
point on the coast of SUMATRA at longitude 104-00 east thence 
south to latitude 08-00 south thence southeasterly towards 
ONSLOW AUSTRALIA and on reaching longitude 110-00 east due 
south along that meridian. On the west the boundary extends 
from the point of origin southward along meridian 060-00 east 
to ALBATROSS Island thence southeast to exclude RODRIQUEZ 
Island and thence due southward. 2. A. Command. Except as 
stated in para 2B below or as you may agree to under para 6 
below all United States Army Forces within the geographic 
boundaries of the INDIA BURMA theater are under your command. 
Separate agreements with the authorities concerned will 
define your control over over CHINESE or forces of other 
nations. B. The status of certain units in the INDIA BURMA 
theatre such as the 20th Air Force and the Air Transport 
Command which are not under your full control is shown in 
directives to the Commanding General US Army Forces CHINA 
BURMA INDIA and will remain unchanged insofar as the dir¬ 
ectives are applicable to you as Commanding General US Forces 
INDIA BURMA theatre. 3. Mission. Support of the CHINA 
theatre in carrying out its mission as specified in a above 
is your primary mission. Security of the ai& route to CHINA 
and the establishment maintenance operation and security of 
the land aove of C to CHINA are included therein. B. Sup¬ 
port and participate in the operations of the southeast ASIA 
command as directed by the Combined Chiefs of Staff. SACSEA 
will have operational control of the forces involved under 
your command for this purpose. C. You will be responsible 
for the logistic and administrative support of all US Army 
Forces in the INDIA BURMA theatre in accordance with per*- 
tinent existing and future directives. D. Except insofar 
as necessary to protect US property and lives do not employ 
US resources for the suppression of civil strife. 4. Your 
requirements will be submitted to the appropriate agency in 
INDIA or WASHINGTON in accordance with present policies. 

Submit to the War Department requirements of the CHINA 
theatre which cannot be met from resources available to you. 
These will be separated from INDIA BURMA theater requirements 
where practicable. 5. CHINA and other theatres. To the 
extent necessary to carry out your mission you will coord¬ 
inate directly with CinC INDIA Supreme Allied Commander 
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southeast ASIA command and the Commanding General of the 
CHINA theatre. The INDIA BURMA theatre must serve as the 
communications zone for the CHINA theatre and requisitions 
will be made accordingly by the Commanding General of the 
CHINA Theatre. 6. Special instructions. You may make 
specific agreements with the Commanding General U.3. 

Forces CHINA if desirable to facilitate the accomplishment 
of your mission wherein you will accept responsibility for 
certain operations or installations within the geographic 
coundaries of his theatre or wherein he will accept respon¬ 
sibility for certain installations or operations within 
your theatre. You will keep the Y/ar Department informed. 



03 1241 


SHERMAN VIA C0M7THFLT to NIMITZ ^ .W 


Personal Sherman to Nimitz. Top Secret. After consulta¬ 
tion with Admiral Kinkaid General Sutherland Kenney and 
Chamberlin find general agreement on following facts. 

A. Japanese fields captured on LEYTE are disappointing 
except for TACLOBAN and airfield development and activa¬ 
tion will be about 2 weeks slower than estimated before 
landing. Continued adverse weather may increase delay. 

B. There are now nearly 100 Army fighters at TACLOBAN 
and will be 150 by 7 November which will saturate that 
field. C. The ability of the Southwest Pacific Air 
Forces to accomplish effectively the continuing neutrali¬ 
zation of LUZON fields (which is essential to the security 
of troops and shipping at LEYTE) will not change appreci¬ 
ably until the DULAG strip is activated between 15 and 

20 November which will add a medium bomber group and a 
2nd fighter group to the LEYTE force. Para. In my 
opinion we should be prepared to continue strikes on enemy 
air concentrations on LUZON at least until 15 to 20 Nov¬ 
ember. Moreover the success of the MINDORO operation 
will again require carrier attacks on LUZON airfields 
unless that operation is delayed to obtain air support 
from LEYTE whiih will in turn delay LINGAYEN. Complete 
control of the air will be essential in MINDORO operation. 
Para. The impression is general that delay in target date 
for LINGAYEN is inevitable. Para. Purpose of this mes¬ 
sage is to advise you of probable necessity considerable 
delay in HOTFOOT and clear indications that circumstances 
will reouire more protracted support of PHILIPPINE cam¬ 
paign by 3rd Fleet than heretofore conceded. Para. Gen¬ 
eral Kenney informed me that CinCSWPA CX 51126 (271329) 
resulted from Com3rdFlt’s 261235. He admitted he was and 
is unable to reach LUZON fields from which enemy is now 
attacking LEYTE. 
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06 2241 OINCPAC to COMINCH 




NIMITZ to KING only. Top Secret. For your information 
I am in receipt of fbllowing from Sherman quote 040900 
at a meeting today between Kinkaid Sutherland .vilkinson 
and Chamberlain which I attended it was definitely agreed 
that in Ml the Joint Expeditionary Force will approach 
through the VI3AYAS and MINDORO STRAIT. General Mac- 
Arthur has Already approved this. Unquote. Paragraph. 
New Subject. In present circumstances I withhold any 
recommendation as to movement mentioned in paragraph 4 
JC3 032255Z (WARX 40782). 


04 1105 COMINCH info CINCPAC 

— Top. G reece-. Reencypherment ALUSL0 COLOMBO 021100. "For 
Admiral King from Capt. '.Vheeler. Referring our conversa¬ 
tion Admiral Mountbatten informed me at luncheon yester¬ 
day that present plans envisage occupation AKYAB or 
VICTORIA POINT and HASTINGS BAY on dates given in 
following dispatch.” 

021155 ALUSLO COLUMBO to COMINCH Info CINCPAC 

Top - Joo r ot . For Admiral King from Captain //heeler. 1st 
operation mentioned my 1100 2nd scheduled for 15 January. 
2nd operation 15 March. For latter preference is now 
being given to 1st alternative in reference despatch. 

31 2149 COMINCH to CINCPOA Info COMNORPAC. COMFAIRWING 4. CG 11th 
AIR FORCE. 


TOP - S - ECRSP . The following message is from the Joint 
Chiefs of Staff. 2 communications have been received 
from the Soviet government requesting that urgent measures 
be taken to put an end to the violations by American plane 
operating against KURILES of the Soviet state borders and 
territorial waters, including attacks on Soviet shipping, 
in the KAMCHATKA-KOMANDORSKHIE region. The substance of 
the information contained in one of these requests made 
through the US Military Mission, Moscow, has already been 
communicated to Cincpoa and ComNorPac (Cominch 301J50 not 
to all refers). The other request, dated 29 September, 
was received by the State Department through the Soviet 
Embassy, ’Washington. In support of these requests the 
Soviet government cites 105 violations between January 
and August 1944, inclusive. 90 of these are stated to 
have taken place in the regions of the KAMCHATKA PENINSULA 
and the KOMANDORSKIE ISLANDS. In 1 week, 14-21 September, 
13 American planes are said to have violated to Soviet 
border. In addition to flights over Soviet territory, 
it is stated that there have been a number of incidents 
where US planes have dropped bombs on KAMCHATKA or in 
Soviet territorial watfcers. 1 incident is cited when an 
American plane machine-gunned a Soviet patrol vessel in 
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the 1st KURILE STRAIT. Para. The difficult conditions 
under which operations against the KURILES are carried 
outdare fully appreciated. However, the Joint Chiefs 
of Staff direct that the commanders concerned take all 
practicable additional measures to avoid further viola¬ 
tions of the kind referred to. 

ADVGHQ, S',VTA MACARTHUR to CINCPOA Info GHQ, 5V/PA HOLLAND IA 

TOP 3E CRET . CAX 11594 In view of current developments 
which have changed some aspects of the situation it is 
recuested that if possible the 77th division be diverted 
to TACLOBAN area where it will be available to join its 
Corps if required and at any rate will be in advanced 
staging area. 

CINCPOA to CINOSYvPA (ADV BHQ, SWPA) Info GIIG. 3V/PA (HOL LAN¬ 

DS A) , COMGENPOA. C0M30PAJ, COMINCH 

-^ op oooro U Urdis 100835 affirmative. Ships being 
diverted to MANUS to await your orders. Troops are not 
combat loaded and are accompanied only by organizational 
and personal equipment plus 3 days emergency rations and 
ammunition ordinarily carried on person. Operational 
control of 77th InfDiv passes to CinCSWPA on arrival 
ships MANUS. 

31 0032 CINCPOA to COHGENAAFPOA Info COMGENPOA 

Sco f ck Recommendations your Top Secret letter 24 0 c t 
concerning deployment 5 additional Army fighter groups in 
POA. A and B. Myser 000131 of 25 October and mydis 09- 
2300 will be revised to call for substitution of 1 Army 
fighter group for the 4th VMF groups required for aviation 
garrison LEGUMINOUS during Phase I and for 2 additional 
Army fighter groups during Phase II to base on additional 
strip to be constructed on LEGUMINOUS. 4th group depend¬ 
ing on tactical situation and other developments which 
cannot now be foreseen may be deployed at WORKMAN, ..eld 
in immediate reserve at SAIPAN or in area reserve on OAHU. 

C D and E concur. F. Concur in proposed dispatch. Air¬ 
craft types should be whichever you consider most desirable 
in view foregoing. Para. Meeting foregoing DETACHMENT 
and ICEBERG fighter group movement schedules will require 
lift of at least part of the fi hters by CVE. The avail¬ 
ability of this lift is not yet firm and cannot be assured 
in full. Request that you submit at earliest date practi¬ 
cable firm dates on which fighters for 15th and 21st groups 
will be available on '.Vest Coast in CVE lots. 


10 0835Z 


10 2013 


01 0833 COMGENPOA to MARSHALL Info COMGEK AAFPOA CINCPOA COMGSN AAF 


RJ 37824 Top Secret Cincpoa has approved a plan for the 
employment of 3 P-51 1 groups in DETACHMENT; 3 P-47 N groups 
in ICEBERG; 1 P-47 N group either at WORKMAN, or heljl in 
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in immediate reserve at SAIPAN, or in area reserve at 
OAHU, depending ontactical situation and other unforeseen 
developments; and 1 P-47 D group in OAHU to meet minimum 
requirement for Hawaiian defense accordingly this radio 
confirms the requirements for combat units described in 
Top Secret AAEPOA 1864 and for revised dates of service 
groups special described in Topsecret AAFPOA 1871. The 
readiness dates however though indicating a probably time 
of departure from the States, are not to be interpreted 
as indicated a schedule of employment in the forward area. 
Employment will be governed entirely by the progress of 
operations and the theaters ability to develop suitable 
bases. Reference your radio .'/ARX 54149, 1 P-47 D group 
is required in current state of training without aircraft 
with reaainess date of 15 December. Assume you have 
secured General Richardsons concurrence in accordance with 
Sigsaly between OPD and General Ruffner 29 October 44 
and 31 October 44. Unit will be accepted with whatever 
equipment can be furnished as of the 15 December readi¬ 
ness date, the balance of equipment to follow as available 
Initial shortages are available here and will be furnished 
from theater stocks until balancecof equipment arrives. 


11 0233 CINCPOA to CINCSWPA. ADV ECH, CTF 57. C0MAAFP0A Info 
GTE 59 GTG 57.14. CTG 59.6 COMINCH 


■ TOP — SECRET ■ » CINCSWPA 051316. Concur. CTF 57 designate 
appropriate commander FULLCRY to arrange details. Re¬ 
maining 2 squadrons 454 bomb group will depart OAHU to 
arrive FULLCRY November 20. 


11 2103Z C0HGENP0A to CINCPOA 

R-39147 Top secret. Reference Cincpoa dispatch 101944 
concur in CinCSWPA 100835 November this year. 


13 0901 CINCPAC to COMINCH Info C0M3RDFLT C0M5THFLT CINCSWPA 
C0H7THFLT 


TOT , ”oECRET-. The enemy has chosen to make a strong fight 
for the PHILIPPINES. He has already used all available 
naval strength with results favorable to us. He is moving 
additional troops into LEYTE which has given and will 
continue to give us opportunities to strike his naval 
and merchant shipping with results favorable to us. Addi¬ 
tionally he is committing much of his total air strength 
which gives us an apportunity to inflict severe attrition 
on his air forces but not without some losses of our own 
ships and aircraft and heavy demdnds on the endurance of 
our personnel and material. Para. It is necessary that 
the Pacific Fleet continue to attack the enemy air forces 
in LUZON until MacArthurs air forces are established in 
LEYTE in strength or the enemy slows down his present 
rate of reinforcement. Meanwhile damaged ships must be 
repaired and opportunity must be made for maintenance ^ 
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logistic replenishment and rest of personnel, tara. 
Accordingly I am proceeding with return of ships for re¬ 
pair and overhaul with a view of ensuring readiness for 
INDUCTION DETACHMENT ICEBERG and other necessary opera¬ 
tions. I have also deferred PIOTFCOT until an opportunity 
arises to conduct that operation without undue delay in 
the overall campaign and without undue exposure of other 
forces already committed to action in circumstances which 
require that they be covered and supported. 

13 1550 COMINCH CIIO to CINCPAC 

v Tup 1 Suciet- Your 130901 approved. 

0113 C0M7THELT to CINCSWPA Info COMINCH CINCPOA C0M3RDFLEET 

•Tcrp 0References contained Cincpoa 120905 not held. 
For information RAAF intend aerial mining BRUNEI BAY with 
target dates 9th 15th and 18th all November. Have no 
information as to completion operations on 9th. Y/ill 
advise you when known. 

°248 CINCS,VPA to CINCFOA Info CCH3RPLFEET, CCi.TTUFL SET. COMINCH. 

CAK 11620 Top se c r et. Halsey’s 110249 and 110409*(♦pro¬ 
bably IIO 406 *) not received. This replies to your 120905. 
As a general proposition I agree thoroughly with desira¬ 
bility of such strikes as BRUNEI. However the completion 
of strategic situation has changed. It is now evident 
that the enem y has decided to make a decisive stand in 
western LEYTE in order to delay our further advance in the 
PHILIPPINES thereby gaining time for preparation for the 
defense of LUZON. Army air s rength in LEYTE is not now 
sufficient to neutralize enemy aim bases in PHILIPPINES 
and until that air strength is sufficient to neutralize 
those air bases I consider the support of fast carriers 
essential. Present estimate of date when fast carrier 
support can be dispensed v/ith is dependent upon incidents 
of campaign. Fields on LEYTE are expected to be in:full 
operative conditions for ground air by first week in Decem¬ 
ber . However even then carrier air may be necessary to 
supplement it. Request 3rd Fleet continue for present to 
strike LUZON and VI3AYAN air and any shipping threatening 
LEYTE operation. Y/ill keep you advised. 

130918 CINCPOA to CINCSWPA C0I,I3RDFLT Info COMINCH C0M7THFLT 

— Top V oorcfr . In view MacArthurs CAX 11620 cancel 1st 
paragraph of my 120905. See my 130901 also. 
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13 0343 CINCPOA to COM F'.VD AREA Info CTF 95 CTG 57.14 CTG 39.6 

—Top ^oorot. In view ultra indications intended Japanese 
use of WOLEAI in near future for operation of undetermined 
nature strike WOLEAI as soon as practicable. 

12 1904 FIRST 5EA LORD (PERSONAL) to BRITISH ADMIRALTY Info 
COMINCH CINCPAC 



- T ap—This is Admiralty 110146Z. You have no 
doubt already been irformed by Admiral Somerville of the 
strength and' composition of the British Fleet which will 
arrive in the Pacific in January and build up during the 
1st 6 months of 1945. Admiral Fraser the Commander in 
Chief of the British Pacific Fleet will visit Australia 
in hear future to discuss administrative arrangements 
with Australian authorities. To make the best arrange¬ 
ments regarding a forward base for his fleet and for op¬ 
erating in the best way in support of the United States 
Pacific Fleet I suggest that Admiral Fraser should visit 
Admiral Nimitz about mid-December at Pearl Harborand 
discuss all relevant questions. If you agree it is re- 
ouested that you will inform Admiral Nimitz of the strengtl 
and build up of the British Pacific Fleet and ask him if 
Admiral Fraser’s visit will be convenient. I will then 
instruct Admiral Fraser to make detailed arrangements 
direct with Admiral Nimitz. 

121915 ADMIRALTY to BAD. ACNB. NZNB. NSH3,. CINCEF. CINCMED Info 
CINC HF CINCPAC 

This is a reencipherment of Admiralty 101700A. "Admiralty 
message 012006. The following flag appointments have or 
will be made: Admiral Fraser to be Commander in. Chief 
British Pacific Fleet. Vice Admiral Power to be Commander 
in Chief, East Indies Station. Vice Admiral Rawlings to 
be second in command British Pacific Fleet. Acting 
Vice Admiral Daniel to be Vice Admiral (Queen), British 
Pacific Fleet with headquarters at MELBOURNE. Rear 
Admiral Vian to be flag officer carrier force, Eritish 
Pacific Fleet. Rear Admiral Fisher to be Rear Admiral 
Fleet Train, British Pacific Fleet. Rear Admiral Portal 
to be FOEAS AUSTRALIA . 

13 0148 COM 3RD FLT to CINCPAC Info CTF 57 CTG 57.14 ATCOM ULITHI 
CTO 30.9 

Insofar as 3rd Fleet is concerned do not now foresee any 
immediate use for NGULU. 

10 0215 C0M3RDFLT to CINC30.7ESPAC Info CINCPAC, C0M7THFLT CTF 38 
CTG 38.3 COM FAR EAST AIR FORCE 

Suggest carrier groups be authorized strike enemy 
shipping in VI3AYAS November 11th. Advise. O/i ncr 
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10 1103 ADV GHQ, SWPA MACARTHUR to COM 3RD FLT Info CINCPAC, CTF 38 

CTG 38.4. GHQ. SATA. COM 7TH FLT, COIEEAF 

CAX.11596 Top Secret-* Concur your 100215. Request you 
strike at discretion any target afloat in Visayan or 
Luzon waters. See my 100824 not to all addressees. 

11 0249 C0K3RDFLT to CINCPOA 

’'- ff - op Sooro - t . For Nimitz. Your 052230 recent Nip actiyi- 
ties point strongly toward likelihood of (A) continued 
• reenforcement of air strength in LUZON (B) Use of rem- 
mants of 1st diversion attack force in some manner con¬ 
nection enemy amphibious move: ents (C) continued shipping 
movements to and from MANILA (D) troop convoy movements in 
Central Philippines. All such operations are best coun¬ 
tered by fast carrier strikes and (A) cannot be neutralized 
by any other means at present. I therefore recommend (l) 
that HOTFOOT be postponed until after INDUCTION and (2) 
that 3rd Fleet continue operations in support of MacAr- 
thur conducting useful and necessary strikes and taking 
all possible advantage of opportunities to improve mater¬ 
ial readiness and prepare for a strenuous INDUCTION. 

Halsey. 

12 0905 CINCPOA to COM3 RDFLT CINCS'.YPAC Info COMINCH C0M7THFLT 

SECRET -. I am in general accord with views expressed 
Halseys 110249. Ref his 110406 concur after 15th if 
CinCS'vVPAC feels that he then has sufficient air strength 
in LEYTE to permit fast carriers withdrawal as far as 
CELEBES SEA and if aerial reconnaissance indicates pro¬ 
fitable naval targets then at BRUNEI. If General Mc¬ 
Arthur agrees on desirability BRUNEI strike request he 
inform Halsey and me and that Halsey arrange details 
directly with CinCSvVPac keeping me advised. Paragraph 
In supporting MacArthur Halsey is directed to give full 
consideration to necessity for providing suitable rest 
for crews and for maintaining material readiness of air¬ 
craft and ships of all types not only for current opera¬ 
tions but for the entire PHILIPPINES campaign as well as 
other operations including DETACHMENT and ICEBERG. 

• 11 0406 COM 3RD FLT to CINCPOA 

For Nimitz. T op Coero - t . BRUNEI BAY can be reached from 
carriers in Western CELEBES "SEA. Potential jackpot is 
surpfise can be achieved - and I believe it can. Recom¬ 
mend obtaining MaoArthur's concurrence with understanding 
that operation would be undertaken with MacArthur's speci¬ 
fic approval at tame propitious time with reference to 
the commitment of keeping LUZON air neutralized. Halsey. 
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11 2307 CINCSWPA to CQM3RDFLEST Info CINCPOA, C0M7THFLT 

CAX 11608 Top Secret. In view of anticipated enemy 
action on 15th, it would be most helpful if you could 
strike airfields in LUZON on 14th and 15th. 



11 1329 COM 3RD FLT to CINCSOA’ESTPAC Info CINCPAC. CON 7TH FT.T. 

COMFEAF 1 -- J[ - L 


■¥ ep ooorot . TF 38 retiring to fuel on 12th. Request 
authority strike central and southern LUZON with 3 fast 
carrier groups on 13 and 14 November. 

12 0411 CINCPOA to C0I.I3RDFLT Info COMINCH C0I.I3UB3PAC C 0M3ERVPAC 
COKAIEPAC C0M5THFLT 00M7THFLT DEPC0112OthA F CINC3.YPA- 

OTF 57 OTF 38 ——- 

-¥op Oeero*.. My 071125 and 270514 Oct. Operation HOTFOOT 
deferred indefinitely. 

01 1248 C0M3rdFLT to CINCPAC C0M7THFLT to CINCSOYfESPAC. CTF 77 
00MINCII, CTF 38 - 1 - 

"-g op - Scorot . Anticipating ComTaskFor 77 010703 Task 
Group 34.5 will be in position ready to support surface 
forces LEYTE if needed. If further carrier operations 
against LUZON EKQJEYS as necessary not less than 3 groups 
and preferably 4 should be used in order do thorough job 
and minimize suicide dive losses. Pending further orders 
from you I will expedite readiness in all respects and 
start earliest deployment toward PHILIPPINES. Estimate 
earliest 3 groups can strike about 5 November. 

02 1937 CINCPOA to C0M3RDFLT Info CINCSWPAC. C0M7THFLT 

— Top f r corot . For present Com3rdFlt employ his forces so 
as to most effectively support LEYTE operations. Arrange 
directly with CinCSWPAC for oooperation in making strikes 
or in direct support. CinCSWPAC requested to release 
your forces as soon as situation permits. 

01 1335 C0M3RDFLT to CIECS0Y7ESPAC MACARTHUR Info CINCPAC, C0MTASK 
FOR 77 “ “ -- 


— Top Joore 'fev I will beef up your surface forces at LEYTE 
if needed but the fast carriers must not be risked in 
close for defensive CAP job. I am presuming from our 
long association that KENNEY is being called on for 
heroic measures. Halsey. 

11 0251 C0M3RDFLT to CINCPOA Info COMAIRPAC CTF 38 

■Top Jeered. Carrier operations for INDUCTION promise to 
be as concentrated and continued as those in support of 
K-2 have been. To meet this period of coming op^ra^ions 
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the maximum of carrier strength will be required to per¬ 
mit a reasonable rotation of groups for rest and replen¬ 
ishment and to allow for bases of battle damage. For 
planning purposes the following formation is requested 
as soon as it can be furnished: (l) Your intention 
■70TLVV/CNTRD to return of ENTERPRISE to PEARL. (2) Ex¬ 
pected date of return to service of FRANKLIN and BELLEAU 
WOOD. (3) When I may expect new carriers to join. Para. 
In addition recommend that at least 1 replacement carrier 
air group be established in the forward area as eoon as 
practicable to be available for emergency embarkation. 

This is necessary to take care of air group deterioration 
under concentrated operations. 

11 0258 00M3RDFLT to CINCPOA Info COMAIRPAC OTF 38 

'■ Tup - With the loss of the PRINCETON, the return 
of the BELLEAU WOOD and FRANKLIN to PEARL for battle 
damage repair and the availability granted the LEXINGTON 
by my 100545 my carrier force is temporarily reduced to 
9 CV»s and 6 CVL’s. Request BUNKER HILL yard overhaul 
be deferred until necessary strength of Task Force 38 
can be restored. Rear Admiral Smith Fleet Maintenance 
Officer considers this practicable from material stand¬ 
point. This refers to your 080529. 

010452 CINCPOA to CINCS0WESPA0 Info C0M7THFLT 

Top agorot . In view strong indications of many damaged 
enemy ships in BRUNEI BAY request that if feasible you 
make earliest practicable photo reconnaissance that bay 
to determine what ships may be there. 

31 2253 ARNOLD to LEKAY Info HARMON for NIUITZ 

* Top- ueci , eti\ WARX 55364 Damage inflicted to numerous 
Japanese naval units in recent battles in PHILIPPINES 
has made repair facilities of SINGAPORE naval base an 
important target. It is desired therefore that you can¬ 
cel VIRGINIA and in lieu thereof attack the naval repair 
facilities of SINGAPORE naval base. The size of the 
force should be as possible without being prejudicial 
to operations scheduled from forward area later in the 
month. If possible attack should be scheduled to take 
place approximately same date as planned for VIRGINIA. 

Time of attack and method of attack are at your discretion, 
Advise your detailed plan at earliest. 

31 0151 CINCPAC to C0M3RDFLT Info CTF 38 CO! IF’YD ARE A DEPCOMDR 
2Qth AIR FORCE . 

■■ Top Stroretr. Reference your 300604, 300642, 300645, and 
300810 my 192105. Coordination all forces HOTFOOT sub¬ 
ject. A 2Cth Air Force desires strike both TOKYO and 
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KYUSHU making at each objective 2 daylight strikes 48 
hours apart, coordination will be arranged by me with 
Harmon. B Directives to TF 17 and TF 57 will be issued 
on receipt your reply to my 291822. Captain Hedding my 
staff and Lieut Comdr Pepper arrive ULITHI 3 November 
for conference concerning details. 

10 0718 CINCPOA to CINC5QWE3PAC Info COMINCH C0MGENP0A 


— Top Secro t-. Cincpoa approves Sherman Chamberlain Leavey 
Whitlock conference agreements as to logistical support 
in the PHILIPPINES for POA forces dated 4 Nov. 

07 0610 CINC3WPA to CHIEF OF STAFF WASHINGTON Info CINCPOA 

~ Top Soor e t . CX 51685. Paragraph 1 Matters presented 
in your r WARX 57406 (041509) October 5 have been the 
subject of discussion between POA and SWPA representatives 
during conference at H0LLANDIA 3 and 4 November to arrange 
for necessary logistic support of PGA forces inthe 
PHILIPPINES. Subject to approval by CINCPOA, agreements 
have been reached as follows: (A) SWPA will provide 
certain services and facilities, including those required 
to stage through and mount out for operations 6 POA Marine 
divisions and 3 POA Army divisions, plus those for the sup* 
port of approximately 1/3 of the Pacific Fleet. (B) 

Since the establishment of facilities in the PHILIPPINE 
ISLANDS to support Army, Navy, and Marine Corps forces 
of the POA will permit the abandonment of similar facili¬ 
ties in the S0PAC area, Cincpoa will make available to 
CinCSWPA the Army service units nowl in the SOPAC area, and 
such of the Marine Corps ground service units in the SoPac 
area as are needed to support Marine Corps installations 
in the PHILIPPINE ISLANDS. In addition, such naval ser¬ 
vice units, now in the SoPac area, as can be released from 
the POA to the SWPA will likewise be made available. 

These units will be made available as soon as practicable 
consistent with the requirements for the establishment 
of hewtfacilities in the PHILIPPINES and the continuance 
of essential activities in SoPac the exemption of speci¬ 
fic Army units or individuals from this general policy 
covering Army service units will be made only by mutual 
agreement between CINC3WPA and CINCPOA. (C) Inthe above 
statements of general policies consideration has been 
given to War Department radiogram V(X-54o39, 30 October 
which transfers certain SoPac .Army service units to the 
SWPA upon their departure from SoPac. Of the units 
listed in the reference radiogram, CINCSWPA agrees to 
release the following to Cincpoa: 1 general hospital, 

2 signal service companies, 3 signal service platoons, 

1 engineer construction battalion, 1 engineer combat 
company, 3 engineer dump truck companies. (D) Cincpoa 
agrees to release to CINCSWPA the Army garrison force, 

AP0 248, diverted to the LEYTE area from STALEMATE 2 
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Roman operation, CINCBWPA concurs in the use of essential 
Army service troops from the SoPac area in the PALAUs 
for the support of the 81st Division while in that area. 
Paragraph 2 report of conference follows by mail. You 
will be further advised regarding disposition of SoPac 
units upon receipt of Cincpoa comments of concurrence. 


31 1945 COHINCH & CNO to CINCPOA 




T o p - oooroti -. Ring to Nimitz. I am in agreement with the 
portion of your 152058 relating to the temporary facili¬ 
ties for the immediate future at SAN PEDRO BAY and the 
LUZON area. I am not prepared as yet to make decisions 
on the long range program. In this connection I am re¬ 
peating to you for information my 141302 addressed to 
Com7thFlt. The long range base program for the entire 
Pacific including the PHILIPPINES is under study and my 
views will be communicated to you as soon as practicable. 
At your discretion transmit such portion of this to 7th 
Fleet for Sherman as you consider necessary. 


12 1737 COMINCH & CNO to ADMIRALTY info CINCPAC 


For First Sea Lord. - T ot) Secr e t e I note your 110146 a, 
confirmed by your lOl'/WA designates Admiral Fraser as the 
"Commander in Chief of the British Pacific Fleet". This 
action sets up two naval Commanders in Chief in the Pac¬ 
ific, which is an action not carried out in any other 

naval area or theater of action, notably in the Mediter¬ 
ranean and in British home waters. Para. 2. At Quebec 

the agreement was "that the method of employment of the 
British Fleet in these main operations in the Pacific 
would be decided from time to time in accordance with 
the prevailing circumstances". The method of employment 
that appears to be contemplated by the command set up of 
your despatch.is, in my opinion, not workable. Para. 3. 

As indicated in memorandum to Admiral Somerville of Nov. 
11, I contemplate initial employment of British Fleet 
Units under Vice Admiral Kinkaid, the Allied Commander 
of Naval Forces in the Southwest Pacific Area. Subsequen¬ 
tly employment to be under Admiral Nimitz and or Vice 
Admiral Kinkaid as operations may indicate. To accomplish 
this employment I agree that a Commander (not a Commander 
in Chief) of the British Fleet can be set up in Eastern 
Australia from which British units can pass for opera¬ 
tional control to Nimitz or Kinkaid when and if the use 
/ of forward bases can be made available. Y.'e have not as 

yet arranged for the establishment of such forward bases. 
The designation of Admiral Fraser for the duty as given 
in this paragraph is wholly acceptable to me . I am taking 
up with Admiral Nimitz the question as to the best time 
for Admiral Frasers visit to Pearl Harbor. 
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14 0309Z MAC ARTHUR to CINCFOA info CHIEF OF STAFF WAR DEPARTMENT 

■ Top So c r e- t . CX 52139. Reference report of conferees (Filbas) 
signed 4 November at Hollandia by POA and SWPA representa¬ 
tives. CinCSWPA approves. 

15 0235 CINC3WPA (MAC.ARTHUR) to 00M3RDFLT Info CIKCPOA; C0M7THFLT : 

ADV 3 OH GHO S'TFA: 

CAX-II 656 T0P -3 E0RE 1 ? . In view of report of heavy air 
reinforcement from FORMOSA to CLARK FIELD now under way 
suggest this as well as FORMOSA fields as profitable 
targets for your future strikes. 

15 1020Z CFBX 26359 " TOP GEGRET . Fivesome agreement dated 5 November 
1944 signed at HOLLANDIA by representatives 3Y7PA, POA, 
INDIA BURMA and CHINA theaters approved with exceptions 
as follows. A. Due to fall of LIUCHOW 14 Air Force will 
have to operate from KUNMING; therefore search plan BAKER 
for the 14th Air Force must be adopted Para. B. Ground 
situation in southeast CHINA is so critical and dangerous 
it is imperative large numbers reinforcements be flown 
from north CHINA to the threatened area west of LIUCEOW 
immediately. This operation and future air movements 
of equipment and troops will markedly reduce tonnage 
that can be allocated to XX Bomber Command and 14 Air 
Force. The 349 sorties recommended by the conferees for 
XX Bomber Command for December cannot be met. It is 
anticipated that the cost and adjustments of tonnage 
for the air transportation of reinforcements will be 
determined by 20 November and new estimate of sorties 
for XX Bomber Command determined para. C. The 14 Air 
Force will be able to fully perform its search missions 
in plan BAKER from KUNMING base. Contemplated 14th Air 
Force supplementary operations from our most eastern 
airfields if still in our possession during landing 
operations in LUZON will suffer reduction due present 
necessity of large scale air troop movements para. D. 

Every effort will be made to limit these movements 
and air support missions for Chinese current operations 
to the minimum so as to provide as large a supply as' 
possible for support of the LUZON operations. We will 
do the best we can toward this be assured para. E. 

The missions specified in the, "Fivesome” agreement 
completely replace plans PAC-AID and alternate PAC-AID. 
Stock piling as contemplated in those plans has been 
nullified by operational necessities arising out of 
changed situation. 
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16 0101 CINC3WPA to CINCPOA Info GEN HEADQUARTERS SOWESPAC. COM’S 
3RD AND 7TH FLTS. 


CAX-11669 ' TOP SE 6 R5 1 ? - . Your 140411 and 130901. The obvious 
intention of the enemy to make a strong fight for the 
PHILIPPINES can best be frustrated by immediate attack in 
strength to prevent his preparations for the defense of 
LUZON which he is puding at top speed at the present time. 
For that reason I intend to adhere to the present target 
dates for the L-3 and M-l operations. Heavy rain has re¬ 
tarded the completion of airfields on LEYTE but the strip 
at DULAG will be activated after 3 more clear work days and 
that at SAN JOSE by 30 November. Shore based air can fur¬ 
nish air cover for the L-3 attack force but will not have 
been activated for a long enough period to saturate enemy 
airfields and beat down enemy air strength in LUZON and 
the VISAYAN area. Therefore it is highly desirable that 
fast carriers strike enemy air in these areas in conjunction 
with the L-3 operations. Further the operations of fast 
carriers should insure that MANILA BAY is untenable for 
enemy Cruisers capable of raiding MINDORO. For the M-l 
operation it is probable that gunfire support ships can be 
released about S/6 day. It is probable that by that date 
such gunfire support as is still required by forces ashore 
can be furnished by Cruisers 7th Fit plus destroyers. How¬ 
ever there will then be no surface force under control of 
the 7th Fit strong enough to turn back surface raids into 
LINGAYSN GULF and against our long line of supplies in the 
strength of which the enemy is capable. Such raids are 
precluded as long as the 3rd Fit is operating in the CHINA 
SEA in direct interposition between our amphibious opera¬ 
tions and enemy forces. .Vhen the 3rd Fit moves to eastward 
of the PHILIPPINES the 7th Fleet should be temporarily 
augmented by at least 2 new battleships with screen in order 
adequately to cover the landing areas and the resupply 
echelons. MacArthur. 


16 0733 GHw, 3WPA (MACARTHUR) to JOINT CHIEFS OF STAFF info CINCPOA . 
COMGEN T J3 FORCES CHINA THEATER, COMGEN 20TH AIR FORCE. 

SECRE T . CX-52283. Proposed cover plan for operation 
M-l follows: (A) Joint security control to indicate to 
Japanese command through appropriate channels a prospective 
major assault on CULTURE, target date 3 plus 3. Build-up 
to take into account tactical operations scheduled for 20th 
air force, 14th air force and Pacific Fleet under agreements 
reached with those commands as contained in conference 
notes 5 same dated 5 November 1944. copies forwarded to War 
Department by special courier. (B) Cincpoa in addition de¬ 
velop threat against northern MONKEY PUZZLE from the north 
Pacific during the period S minus 30 through S Day. (C) 
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Tactical diversion and deception operations by south¬ 
west pacific forces to simulate build-up and attempted 
landing by major forces in southern WHITEWASH beginning 
3 minus 5. Para. Detailed plan by courier. 

16 0017 HEADQUARTERS SWPA (MACARTHUR) to CHIEF OF STAFF WAR 
DEPARTMENT info CINCPOA, COMGKNPOA. 

CX-52257 TOT SECRET. Reference ourad CX-51685 5 November 
(070610Z), CinCPOA by radio 100718^ approved agreements 
as indicated in subject radio and?*detailed in letter report 
of conference dated 4 November enroute to you by airmail. 
Para. Request your approval of this proposed solution and 
in order to expedite putting this solution into effect it 
is further requested that all the Army Forces SOUTH PACIFIC 
designated as SOPACBACOM be transferred to SWPA at the 
earliest possible dates. This action will serve to minimize 
delays and facilitate movement of units as required by the 
situation at any given time as well as eliminate the neces¬ 
sity for handling each individual situation separately. If 
required further conferences with representatives of CinCPOA 
and SOPACBACOM will be held to determine details involved in 
proposed transfer..Para. Needed from CinCPOA is complete up 
to date list of all units thus transferred including those 
previously assigned to SWPA by urad WX-54639, 30 October, as 
amended by POA-SWPA agreement with specific unit designation, 
location and date of availability. MacArthur. 

16 2121 C0MG3NP0A to CINCPOA. 

RJ 39766-¥€«_SKGR^¥-. Concerning GHQ SWPA 130707 suggest 
reply that although no replacements are currently available 
within this theater study of the replacement situation indi¬ 
cates that 2800 ground force replacements now requisitioned 
to be shipped from MAINLAND to NOUMEA in December can be 
furnished for 24 CORPS at that point. These replacements 
will be in normal percentages but will not have received 
the special training normal in this theater and, if furnished 
will constitute a credit to this theater against the replace¬ 
ments required at a later date to rehabilitate the 24 CORPS. 
If this assistance is desired would appreciate early advice 
in order that the WAR DEPARTMENT can be advised and an early 
shipping date scheduled. 
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17 0200 CINCPOA to CINCSWPA info COMINCH C0M3RDFLT C0M7THFLT . 


~ ~Top Deoro^ . While I concur in the desirability of adhering 
to target dates and frustrating enemy plans for reinforcing 
LUZON by attacking as soon as possible, I do not consider 
it practicable to place on the carrier task forces of the 
Pacific Fleet responsibility for neutralizing the enemy air 
forces for the long period and to the degree contemplated 
by your CAX-II 669 . Para. It has been my concept that the 
carrier task forces would cover and support the LEYTE opera¬ 
tion by strikes commencing on D-10 and continuing until shore 
based air forces were established in LEYTE in adequate 
strength and that similarly they would cover and support 
the LUZON Operation by strikes commencing prior to target 
date and continuing until shore based air forces were estab¬ 
lished in LUZON in sufficient strength to ensure adequate 
air defense for the other forces present. Para. I am also 
willing to use the carrier force to assist in obtaining the 
control of the air which is obviously essential for the 
success of the MINDORO Operation. However such use must be 
contingent on giving the carrier task force periods at 
anchor of at least 10 days and preferably 2 weeks between 
the completion of operations to cover LEYTE and those to 
support MINDORO and between those to support MJND0R0 and 
those to cover and support LUZON. These periods are essen¬ 
tial for upkeep of material, logistic replenishment, rest 
of personnel and reorganization of carrier air groups which 
will have been operating at sea for unprecedented periods. 
During the periods when the ships are at anchor the shore 
based air forces should be able to inflict lasting damage 
on the enemy and create a situation more favorable to all 
subsequent amphibious operations. Para. The operations of 
the Pacific Fleet to cover and support the LUZON operation 
must be shaped in the light of the situation which develops 
at the time and it is somewhat premature to discuss specific 
augmentations of 7th Fleet strength to protect LINGAYEN 
GULF and your sea communications. However I do not now 
envisage a situation which will require transferring fast 
battleships to the 7th Fleet. 

17 0240 CINCPOA to COMINCH Info C0M3RDFLT; C0M5THFLT: 

- TOL. SECR H g t My 130901, 140411 and 170200. CinCSWPA CAX 
11669. Eue to delays in activation of the LEYTE airfields 
and to the strength of the enemy reaction it is obvious 
that the target date for the LUZON operation can be met 
only by continuing the operations of the fast carrier task 
forces almost without interruption for an unduly long period. 
If the target date is met it will be necessary subsequently 
to allow a greatly extended period for upkeep and rest 
before undertaking DETACHMENT. Para. Although delays are 
being incurred in specific operations I believe that the 
damage being inflicted on the enemy will hasten the 
attainment of ultimate strategic objectives. Para. 

DETACHMENT preparations will in the next 2 weeks begin to 
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17 0240 CINCFOA to COMINCS Info C0M3RDFLT; C-0M5THFLT : (Cont'd) 


affect shipping. Specifically certain APA and AKA 
must be sent here empty from the West Coast to meet 
readiness dates and echeloning of supply will be 
wasteful unless the DETACHMENT date is adjusted 
realistically in the immediate future. Efficient 
utilization of time for overhauls is likewise 
involved. Para. The weather for both DETACHMENT and 
ICEBERG will improve if target dates are delayed. 
Para. I consider it necessary to announce now a 
2 weeks delay in target date for both operations. 
Request concurrence. 

17 0248 C0MGENP0A to CINCPOA Info ARMY AIR FORCES POA; 

CG 10TH ARMY: 


TOT- "SESttSg- . Answer cannot be provided to your Top 
Secret dispatch 142251 November, until such time 
as the mounting areas for divisions hove been 
determined by conferences as proposed in your 
radio 160042 GCT November. The numbers and types 
of service units to be made available will depend 
upon the location and the mounting areas of the 
Divisions to be employed. For tentative availability 
of service troops see serial 00039 this headquarters 
dated 10 November this year. 

17 0220 CINCPOA to COMGENPOA, C0MGENAAFP0A, COMGEN 10TH ARMY 

TOP SECRET 1 A conference will be held by Cincpoa 
at an early date to determine the availability of 
Army service units for ICEBERG. In this connection 
see mydis 142251* The analysis and report by ComGen 
POA called for by referenced despatch is essential 
as the basis of the conference and should be sub¬ 
mitted prior thereto. Desire that each addee desig¬ 
nate representative to attend and submit recommenda¬ 
tion as to the earliest practicable date for the 
conference. 


17 0957 COMGENPOA to CINCPOA 

After determination of the disposition of Army 
divisions by the conference proposed in your 160042 
GCT, recommendations will be made immediately in 
reply to your 170220 GCT. This is'Tup Jeered In 
this connection see our top secret operational 
priority dispatch 170248 GCT current month. 
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16 0232 CINCPOA to COMGENPOA . 

- 'peF- GECRgT . Since the responsibility for the defense 
of the Hawaiian Area and of other parts of the Pacific 
Ocean Areas as well as the conduct of offensive 
operations rests v/ith me I will submit my recommendations 
concerning the question raised in your R-39588-13th to 
the Joint Chiefs of Staff through prescribed channels. 

I have no objection to your advising the War Department 
of the recommendations you make to me. I am inclined 
to recommend an arrangement which would permit reducing 
mobile ground defense force in the main Hawaiian Group 
even more than you propose whenever necessary to make 
possible effective offensive operations elsewhere. See 
my 291945 July. 

17 1835 COMINCH and CNO to CINCPOA. 


DECLASSIFIED 


-T OP - gICCRZT . Your 170240. The Joint Chiefs of Staff 
concur in your proposal to announce now a 2 weeks delay 
in target date for DETACHMENT and ICEBERG. 

17 2312 ARNOLD to MAC ARTHUR, NIHITZ. .VEDEMSYER. SULTAN. 

DSPC0LI20THAF Info LSHAY. B0MC0M 21: 

WARX 64579.^ " TQP 5ECR g¥ . This message is on the subject 
of the FIVE30ME agreements. Para 1. The 20th Air 
Force accepts the FIVESOME agreement with the following 
reservations. Sub para A. It is requested that the 
details of the scope and nature of offensive recon¬ 
naissance required for M-l be forwarded to this head¬ 
quarters in order that this task may be properly 
arranged. In this connection it must be accepted in 
this type of operation that any bombing incident thereto 
will be merely harassing in nature. Sup para B. The 
schedule of operations of the XXI Bomber Command in 
support of ICEBERG is accepted contingent upon the 
establishment of suitable objectives for very heavy 
bombardment. In this connection neither airfields 
proper nor fixed defenses are normally considered 
suitable objectives for this type of operation. This 
subject will be given continous study and plan of 
operations will be coordinated with interested agencies. 
Para 2. It must be appreciated that the extent of the 
participation of the XX Bomber Command in any of these 
operations depends upon the tonnage allocated for this 
purpose. 

18 0105 C0M3RDFLT to CINC30 .VESPAC Info CINCPAC. C0M7THFLT. 

C0MFEAF: 

JKiB-SSGRS 1 ?: Unless otherwise directed 3 groups will 
strike LUZON November 19th. Decision whether to strike 
again on 20th reserved pending results for 1st day. 
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18 0935 CINCPOA to C0M5THFLT. C0M5THFHIBF0R. COMGENIOTH ARMY . 
SOMFSKFMFEaC, CQMGSNPOA. COMGENAAFPOA. 00M33RVPA0. 

JOMAIRPAC Info COMINCH. 00MMARGIL5, CINCS'.VPA. COMDESPAC. 

C0M3RDFLT, C0K7THFLT . COMNCRPAC. CQMSOPAC , COMF'/vDAREA: 

' TOP SHORET- * My 092200 and 092300 October. Target dates 
for DETACHMENT and ICEBERG delayed until 3 February 
and 15 March, respectively both east longitude dates. 

18 0430 CINCPOA to GOMF'.VDARSACENTPAC Info COMGSNPOA. COMAIRPAC . 
COMGSNAAFPOA. CTF 59. ISCOM GUAM: 

To meet urgent operating needs it is desired that 
facilities be made available at AGANA by 1 January to 
base 2 CV Air Groups in an operating status in reserve 
for fast carriers. This is in addition to housekeeping 
facilities presently provided for equivalent of 3 CVG 
staging. Furthermore it is desired to recondition 
the field at MARPI POINT, SAIPAN for the operation of 
2 CVG or such staging of fighter aircraft as may be 
necessary to support operations after 1 March. Propose 
that 11th AAF Heavy Bomber Group will be moved to 
depot field and shift of MAG 21 to AGANA be deferred. 
Navy VJ and Marine Towing Detachment will be based 
GUAM and Army Tow Squadron on an Army Field SAIPAN or 
TINIAN. Anticipate no additional construction troops 
over those currently planned. Desire you consult with 
ComGenAAFPOA and Adm Pennoyer of ComAirPac staff and 
submit comment and recommendations: (A) Readjustment 
in basing Marine Squadrons with view to reduction in 
Marine Fighter strength by 2 squadrons. (B) Necessity 
or desirability of withdrawing 2 Flight Echelons of 
Army Heavy Bombers to OAHU for rehabilitation. (C) 

Acorn and CA3U components recuired for AGANA and MARPI. 
(D) Construction implications GUAM and SAIPAN. Your 
AMGM 130930 refers. 


20 0312 CINCPOA to COMFWDAREA info ISCOM SAIPAN ISCOM TINIAN 
COMGSNPOA ’ —- 


Your 170217. ComGenPOA’s 130256 Is applicable only to 
matters of internal .Army administration over which he has 
jurisdiction. For purposes of operational control and 
area administration under unity of command SAIPAN TINIAN 
and GUAM are coequal island commands and all three island 
commanders are responsible only to ComFwdArea. 
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20 004-3 CINCFOA to COMTHIRD FLEET Info COMAIRPAC, COMSEOCND CARRIER 
TASK FORCE 

TCP SECRET- . Your 170251 steps are being taken to accelerate 
carrier air group replacements and to provide more opportunity 
for rest and recuperation. See my 170200 and 170251. Groups 
will be relieved as early as possible but to avoid creation 
of a source of disappointment to flight personnel and con¬ 
sequent lowering of morale all published schedules will con¬ 
tinue on a 6 months basis. ComNavAirBases GUAM is responsible 
for matters of type administration only to ComAirFac who in 
turn is responsible only to me. I am unwilling to complicate 
the administration of pools of replacement planes and pilots 
on shore by giving carriers task force commanders authority 
over them and furthermore do not believe that CTF 38 should 
be burdened with any type administrative functions. I de¬ 
sire to have the type administration of AirPac conducted by 
and through the type commander to the maximum extent prac¬ 
ticable and consider that carrier task force and carrier 
division commanders should submit their requirements and 
recommendations on aviation matters to the type commander or 
when appropriate to his forward area representative. 

20 0113 CINCFOA to COMINCH Info CINCSOWESPAC t COMGENPQA. CHIEF OF 
STAFF WAR DEPT, CPNSOFAC 

-T OP -- SECRET * Gen Headquarters SWPA 160017 (CX-52257) refers. 
Transfer of SoPac BaCom in bulk to SV/PA as proposed by 
CinCSoWesPac not considered necessary to implement recent 
agreements between CinCPOA and CinCSoWesPac. Continued 
pressure to roll up Army Forces and facilities in SoPac Area 
is being exerted by CinCPOA and SoPac Units will be trans¬ 
ferred to SWPA as fast as they can be released. However 
CinCPOA as Area Commander is responsible for the SoPac Area, 
for maintaining and operating facilities pending roll-up, 
for dismantling and shipping them when no longer needed, and 
for moving out surplus supplies. It is considered that 
transfer of SoPac BaCom en masse to SWPA while still per¬ 
forming essential services in SoPac is not consistent with 
CinCPOA’s Area Command responsibilities and is therefore 
not concurred in. Transfers of units should be made singly 
or in groups as they become available. However I would be 
willing to have a representative of CinCSWPA or ComGen 
USAFFE established in Headquarters ComGen SoFacBasCom to 
facilitate planning liaison connection roll up and transfer. 

20 0720 HALSEY to NIMITZ 

Nimitz only. Estimate of situation. 13th AF 
make BRUNEI untenable. TIZARE REEF serviceable Nip advanced 
base. Majority remaining enemy naval strength concentrated 
in CHINA SEA area based wholly or in part on TIZARD. Total 
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20 0720 (Cont'd) 
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strength including ships damaged but retaining some measure 
of speed and hitting power may add up to HAYAHKA, OYUKO , 

2-4 escort carriers, IS5 I-IYUGA plus 2 battleships, 2-3 heavy 
cruisers, 3-4 light cruiser, including ISUZU and KISO, some 
destroyers. Para. At present can see no possible enemy 
fleet objective except precarious participation in TA opera¬ 
tions or unlikely raid on SWPA echelons via SOUTH MINDANAO. 

> Foregoing plus LUZON situation and behavior of Jap air leads 
me to believe enemy is busbanding air and surface strength 
to counter any further move by MacArthur. Para. If enemy 
is determined to continue all out resistance to further v 
moves by MacArthur L3 may well develop into another crucial 
struggle with many advantages resting with the enemy if he 
wisely times an assault by his full remaining surface 
strength. Night express is most probably in order to avoid 
blue air attack. Study reveals no way 3rd Fleet can help 
from East of PHILIPPINES other than by keeping down enemy 
air - which will not stop the Express. Para. Should 
MINDORO provoke all out resistance the opportunities for 
decisive actions will come just that much sooner. Further 
SHO operations can best be defeated by breaking it up be¬ 
fore it C8n get started and this only appears possible by 
striking from within the CHINA SEA about U or U plus 1. I 
consider this feasible by some appropriate tactical varia¬ 
tion of the following: Pass West through LUZON STRAITS with 
about 6 oilers, strike, refuel as necessary, combatant ships 
retire East through LUZON STRAITS, oilers retire via SABUYAN 
SEA with SWPA echelons; details of neutralizing FORMOSA 
LUZON are as situation dictates. Para. The operation will 
simultaneously strike at Japan's last sea lane, interfere 
with reenforcement of LUZON, should yield rich haul in enemy 
shipping, open up new and profitable targets for air attack 
and put the finishing touches on LUZON air and bombardment 
targets. Para. This plan only anticipates by a few days 
the moves apparently contemplated by INDUCTION Joint Staff 
Study and allows enemy less chance to get set to resist. I 
urge that it be approved in principle so that quick move can 
be made if risks and gains justify it. The risks are apparenl 
but the profits from early control of this rich and vital 
strategic area should be work a fair price and boldness and 
speed against existing enemy capabilities offer excellent 
possibilities of great success. Para. There are logistic 
problems but they can be worked out and earliest considera¬ 
tion should be given to arranging for anchorages for com¬ 
batant and train ships in CENTRAL PHILIPPINES to facilitate 
continued and uninterrupted control of CHINA SEA. Para, 
in making this estimate I have not been unmindful of your 
future operations which should benefit by any successes in 
CHINA SEA. Under any circumstances JAPAN can be in no 
position to critically threaten DETACHMENT and the carrier 
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strength vital to ICEBERG would not be jeopardized to 
greater extent than accepted to incident to INDUCTION which 
in turn should be less hazardous with the control of the 
CHINA SEA in our hands. Halsey. 

20 2255 CINCPOA to CINC5Y/PA, C0I.IGEN XX AIR FORCE. C0M3RDFLT. 

CinCSWPA CX 52470 and ComGen20th Air Force WX 64579 not to 
all. After Com^rdFlt’s detailed plan of strikes preparatory 
to INDUCTION has been determined CinCPOA will inform ComGen 
20th Air Force of the details of offensive reconnaissance 
desired to be conducted by the 20th Bomber Command in accord¬ 
ance sub paragraph 2E(l) of FIVE30MS Agreement. 

19 0411 CINC EASTERN FLEET to CINCPAC (Nimitz only). 


Part 1 of 190504. Hush must s e cret -? My present orders are 
to move 4 carriers to the Pacific as early as possible. This 
would mean leaving CEYLON about mid December (2) Owing to 
the re-equipment of the carriers with Avengers they will 
not be sufficiently trained by mid December to carry a 
strike at PALEMBANG. (3) The weather at PALEMBANG mid 
December is unfavorable but will have improved by mid 
January. (4) Alternative proposals are carry (A) a strike 
at ERANDAN Oil Refinery with first 2 carriers ready at end 
of December (B) a repeat strike with other 2 carriers at 
BRANDAN early January (C) A four carrier strike against 
• PALEMBANG about 3rd week in January repeating on successive 

days as necessary and thence proceeding to AUSTRALIA to 
arrive mid February. 

19 0504 Part 2 final of 190504. Captain 7/hegler has details. 

£ am proposing to visit you about mid December but a 
provisional decision is required now to enable planning to 
proceed. (6) X I do not know your wishes or whether the 
culminating arrival of carriers in Pacific is more important 
than the operations proposed above but I would favor the 
latter X (7) I have not yet spoken to Admiralty about such 
change of plans but will represent anything you may desire. 
(8) Perhaps you could give me a provisional reply now. 

21 1352 MAC ARTHUR to CINCPOA info ADV ECH GI-IO 3WPA . 

CX 52652 Additional strength of Japanese forces WHITE7/A3H makes it 
appear likely that immediate reinforcement of 5-division 
assault effort may be required. Preliminary studies indicate 
that a turn-around of a 4-division lift should be planned to 
provide for eventualities. These preliminary studies indicate 
that it will be impracticable to return all of the amphibious 
equipment to MAINYARD set forth in your 160342 October by 
20 January. In view of your 180935 November postponing target 
date for ICEBERG, request that the delivery date of the 
amphibious equipment at MAINYARD and MANHOLE be postponed in 
same ratio. From present figures it does not appear that any 
delay will be necessary in the delivery of amphibious 
equipment at STEVEDORE. 2420 
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Nimitz to Halsey info King. In connection with your 200720 
see my 170200 to which no reply has been received. I intend 
to adhere to the stand taken therein in connection with the 
MINDORO Operation and periods at anchor. Para. The stated 
purpose of the MINDORO Operation is to establish control of 
sea routes through the VISAYAS and establish shore based 'air 
forces for direct support of subsequent operations. If the 
Fleet were available to operate for a long period in the 
South CHINA SEA in position to cover MINDORO the necessity 
and value of the MINDORO Operation would tend to disappear. 

If the MINDORO Operation cannot be accomplished without 
movement of the Fast Carrier Task Force west of the PHILIP¬ 
PINES the plan of the campaign should be revised to cut down 
the overall duration of Fast Carrier operations and in part 
substitute progressive advance of shore based air forces. 
Para. Under present arrangements as to target dates the 
proposal of your 200720 would involve moving the Fast 
Carrier Task Force into the South CHINA SEA without an 
adequate preparatory period at anchor. With such movement 
as an understood feature of the MINDORO Plan there is little 
assurance that withdrawal could be arranged at any early 
date. The enemy threat you visualize could continue un- 
diminisheu unless the Southwest Pacific Air Forces are 
strongly and effectively established in the VISAYAS. The 
movement into the South CHINA SEA contemplated in INDUCTION 
will be at a later date and obviously for a shorter period. 
Shore based air forces in LEYTE can easily reach TIZARD REEF. 
Para. Our sustained operations in the PHILIPPINES SEA have 
been possible because a fleet train has been maintained at 
sea with some degree of security from attack and because 
the facilities of ULITHI although limited were acessible 
without passing through narrow waters exposed to attack. 

Para. My intelligence indicates that most of the Japanese 
heavy ships are in Empire waters. Para. I do not approve 
of planning now a movement of major units of the Pacific 
Fleet into the South CHINA SEA during the MINDORO Operation. 
In emergency action must of course be governed by existing 
circumstances. The support proposed by CinCSWPA namely 
strikes on enemy air in LUZON and the VISAYAN Area and denial 
of MANILA BAY to enemy cruisers can be furnished effectively 
from east of the PHILIPPINES. However I must repeat my 
insistence on a preparatory period for upkeep replenishment 
rest and reorganization. See paragraph 35 your serial 0090 
of 14 November. Iara. Desire that no commitments be made 
connection MINDORO without prior approval by me. 
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23 0355Z RICHARDSON to WDCSA Info CINCPOA (RJ-40550) 




• T e ^ CE3P.g g » Paragraph 1. CINCPOA serial 000998 dated 
17 November 1944 which was forv;arded to you air courier 
21 November 1944 as inclosure to letter this headquarters 
to OBD Subject "Shortages of Service Troops for ICEBERG” 
file AG 093-6/27A dated 21 November 1944, is quoted in 
part below "The matter of provision of Army Service troops 
for prosective operations is of paramount importance. It 
is evident that little assistance can be expected from 
sources outside of the Central Pacific Area and that nec¬ 
essary troops must be obtained by freeing units now per¬ 
forming base services in rear areas for the prosecution of 
the war in the forward areas. The use of provisional units 
for regularly organized service troops is indicated. The 
movement, location, and employment of infantry divisions 
is listed below: A. 7th Division mount from LEYTE for 
ICEBERG remain LEGUMINOUS. B. 27th Division. Area 
reserve for ICEBERG. Remain present location until ICEBERG 
and if not employed move to PHILIPPINES after ICEBERG. 

C. 77th Division. Mount from LEYTE for ICEBERG. Remain 
LEGUMINOUS thereafter. D. 81st Division. Assemble 
GUADALCANAL as units progressively withdrawn from PALAU. 
Withdrawal to commence about 5 December with 1 RCT. Last 
RCT remaining PALAU to be relieved by non divisional 
infantry regiment reinforced as soon as conditions permit. 

E. 86th and 97th Divisions remain in the United States 
until staging area is available in the PHILIPPINES, estim¬ 
ated as 1 May, then move direct to that area. F. The 
96th Division mount from LEYTE for ICEBERG return to 
PHILIPPINES upon release frcm that operation. G. 98th 
Division remain in HAWAII as area reserve for ICEBERG; 
move from HAWAII to PHILIPPINES about 1 May if not employed 
in ICEBERG. If employed move to PHILIPPINES after release 
from ICEBERG" 

Paragraph 2. It is pointed out that the above CINCPOA 
plan contemplates the retention of the 86th and 97th 
Divisions in the United States until such time as staging 
areas available in the PHILIPPINE ISLANDS in order that the 
divisions may be moved directly to that destination. 
Paragraph 3. It has been my understanding that it is the 
War Department policy to train Army divisions for employ¬ 
ment in the Pacific Ocean areas at OAHU before committing 
them to combat operations. The plan outlined above vitiates 
this policy. Therefore, 1 conferred with Admiral Nimitz, 
pointing out this fact, and recommended that his serial 
000998 referred to above be modified to make this change. 
However, CINCPOA in his dispatch 220830 dated 22 November 
1944 to me, with information copy to C0MINCH, has reaffirm¬ 
ed the suspension of movement of the 97th and 86th Divisions 
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23 0355Z (Continued) 


from the United States to OAHU for the present, again 
referring us to his serial 000998, which contemplates 
moving these divisions directly to the PHILIPPINES from 
the mainland at an estimated date of 1 IV'ay 45. 

Paragraph 4. For reasons explained in my letter to CINCPOA, 
copy furnished you as inclosure to letter referred to in 
paragraph 1 above, I am firmly of the belief that divisions 
being committed to combat in the Pacific Ocean areas can 
only attain the maximum degree of combat efficiency if 
they are staged at OAHU prior to combat for a reasonable 
period of time. 

Paragraph 5. This is also an answer to your radio 65716 
dated 20 November this year. Final answer will be made 
after receipt here of information indicating action taken 
by the War Department on CinCPOAs recommendation relative to 
the above named divisions. Request radio reply of War 
Department decision. 


24 0155 CINCPOA to COMSOPAC. 



- TOP -S ECRET » Present plans contemplate ABLE retaining 
the 27th Div on ESPIRITU SANTO until employed in ICEBERG 
about 1 March or staged forward to PHILIPPINES about 1 May 
and moving 81st Div as indicated my 221003 Nov. 81st Div 
to remain GUADALCANAL until about 1 May and then move to 
PHILIPPINES. B. No other Army Divisions to be sent to 
SOPAC. Para. Proposal has now been made to move both 
27th and 81st Divs to NEW CALEDONIA to take advantage of 
conditions stated as more advantageous including health, 
availability of supplies for re-equipment, presence of re¬ 
placement depot, more adequate mounting facilities,jungle 
training school, and other training aids, adequate impact 
area. Clearance of all large Army troop units from all 
other islands in the South Pacific and consequent roll up 
possibilities are cited in this proposal as added advantage. 
Desire your comments as to comparative advantages of NEW 
CALEDONIA, GUADALCANAL and ESPIRITU SANTO and your re¬ 
commendations taking into account existing facilities, the 
urgent necessity for earliestpracticable release maximum 
number Army service troops from SoPac, and need for main¬ 
taining Marine units and aviation facilities on GUADALCANAL. 
Desire early reply. 
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24 0354 C0M3RDELT to CTF 38, CTG 30.3, CTG 30.8, GTG 30.9 info 

COMlNCH, CINCoOVyESPAc, Clfo 77 , C'fff 71, COMFEAF, ALL TffC'S 

AND TGC * S 3RD FLT, CTF 94, CTF 95, OINCPAC, C0M3UBPAC. 

TOP JECREI U This is part one of 2 parts . My 240400. Call 
this operation obliteration and my Op Order 24-44 TG 30.3 
Commodore Ketcham TG 30.8 Captain Kcuff TG 30.9 Commodore 
Carter TF 38 less TG 38.3 Vice Adm. McCain. Forces as 
currently assigned. Para. Enemy information accordance 
current intelligence and by mail and dispatch. Own air 
search from MARIANAS, ULITHI and PALAU as currently pres¬ 
cribed with sectors north and west of TINIAN extended to 
1000 mile radius. SowesPac air search plan G in effect 
unless modified later by separate dispatch. Submarines of 
TF 17 and 71 are supporting this operation by furnishing 
early information enemy movements, attacks on enemy shipping 
and lifeguard service (TF 71) in objective area. 14th and 
20th Air Forces are striking FORMOSA and EMPIRE targets in 
coordination. Forces of CinCSowesPac are seizing objectives 
on MINDORO ISLAND by airborne and amphibious assault in an 
operation termed L-3 commencing on unit day. Para. This 
fleet will conduct air strikes on LUZON area in order to 
support CinCSolVesPac L3 operation by neutralizing enemy air 
in this area and denying the use of LUZON harbors to enemy 
combatant and support shipping. Para. TG 30.5 continue 
air searches from MARIANAS, -ULITHI and PALAU as now pres¬ 
cribed extending searches north and west of TINIAN to 1000 
mile radius commencing on unit minus two day and continuing 
until otherwise directed. 

24 0800 ADVGHQ, MACARTHUR to C0M3RDFLT info COM ALLIED AIR FORCES. 
COMFEaF, C0I.I5THAIR FORCE 

- TO P- 3 EC RET CAN 11829 reference my CAN 11804 photographic 
planes of 5th air force which were to supplement you 
photographic effort BP LINGAYAN were put out of action at 
TACL0BAN this morning. This leaves me entirely dependent 
upon such pictures as you can take. 

24 1855 CINCPOA to CTF 94 info CTF 95. COMINCH, DEPUTY CDR 20 AF . 

CECRjjcpt In view possible reaction from TOKYO bombing, 
the mediocre results against shipping by CTF 95 aircraft 
and added danger of attacks by moonlight the airfields 
and facilities of IW0 JIMA will be primary targets for 
your aircraft for the present. 
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25 0502 CINCPOA to CIMCBOWEHPAC Info ADV HCH OHQ. SWPA, COWINCH, 
C0IP ,r 5H HE APRON ‘ 

TOP your 211352 Purpose delay in target date 

DETACHMENT is to provide additional interval for essen¬ 
tial upkeep and recuperation of fleet units after 
protracted operations during PHILIPPINES campaign. It 
is necessary that there be no delay in units including 
escorts and small craft needed for DETACHMENT. It 
is my desire to furnish all practicable assistance 
but any concurrence in postponement of delivery date 
of amphibious equipment must be subject to foregoing 
remarks. In order I may help to maximum extent please 
advise details as to any amphibious equipment including 
numbers by types of ships that you desire to retain be- 
yohd 20 January and I will give all possible considera¬ 
tion to your desires. 

25 0021 CINCPQA to C0KNAVGR0UP CHINA Info COW 3RD FLEET, COMINCH 

- TOP HEORE? . Request 14th AirForce support L3 operation 
by maximum reconnaissance of the CHINA SEA and the 
northern and southern approaches thereto commencing 
TJ minus 2 day. Date Unit Day by separate dispatch. 


25 0015 CINCPOA to 00M3RDHLT Info ADVANCED ECHELON, GHQ, SWPAC; 

COMIITCH: CT TT CPAC: CINQ PAG APMlN 

- T OP- CHOR E?- . Your 230217 and 240400 Conditions of 
my 170200 concerning period at anchor between operations 
to cover and support K2 and support L3 are not being 
met. My 241745. Para 2. Effective immediately reduce 
carrier groups operating against PHILIPPINES to 2 
and except in emergency keep 2 in rear for upkeep and 
recuperation until necessary to execute your OpOrder 
24 - 44 . para 3 . At earliest practicable time after L3 
operation you will again reduce groups to not more 
than 2 for interim operations in order to have full 
strength ready for Ml. Para 4. Acknowledge. 

26 0325 CINCPOA to CINCSWPA Info COMPYDAREA. COMINCH. COMVES'CAR- 

gpgmy, ""gor tr'it fm? --- 

Your CX 52650 timed 211421 and CX 52657 timed 211521. 
Concur in general that airfields ANOAUR and PNLELIU should 
be made available to your transport and combat aircraft 
to maximum extent consistent with Com" T esCarCubAreas 
tactical responsibilities and logistic capabilities 
provided that in case of emergency your aircraft tem¬ 
porarily based in PALAUS will at my request either be 

withdrawn or placed under operation control of ComShore 
Based Air Force YesCarSubArea. ComPwdArea 250551 indic¬ 
ates that in’addition to staging 50 ODD transports n«r 
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day and 24 B-24*s temporary basing 22nd Heavy Bomb 
Group is feasible with limitation indicated. Concur 
in arrangement details of operations by Brig Gen 
Grabbe with ComNesCarSubArea and ComShore Based Air 
Force WesCarSubArea at FELELIU. 

25 1935 COMINCH to CINCPOA Info C0M3RD FLEET. CINC5WPA, COMINCH 
(ADM), CINCPAC (ADTTT 

I wholly concur in your 250015 to 1st Info addressee. 

27 0123 CINCPOA to CINCSV/PA InfoCTF 95. 94. COMAIRPAC. CTGS 
95.6. 94.14. CCMGENAIF.FCTPAC. COMGENAAFPOA. COMINCH 

L 'E . 'RB¥ - . Your 260742 concur. Approve temporary 
transfer VMF(N) 541 from PALAU to LEYTE. This squadron 
to be replaced by all or part of P-6l squadron from 
LEYTE. Each squadron to furnish own controllers. 

In view of other commitments of Marine aviation, 541 
will be subject to recall after reasonable period. 

Details of exchange to be handled directly between 
CINC3.'/PA and CTG 94.14 and CTG 95.6. 

27 0235 CTF 77 to COM 7TH FLT Info 7TH FLT. CINCPAC. COMINCH . 

COM 3RD FLT. CINCSCWESPAC, ALL TFCV5. & TOC'S 3RD AND 

7TJI FLTS. COMALLIEP AIP. 30'/.ESPAC. COM 5TH AF, COM 13TIT AF . 

TfrP JBgRE g . JCFDM for L-3 and M-l are firm. Available 
air strips LEYTE have not the capacity to provide adequate 
night cover for L-3 convoy. Naval air will supplement 
this cover. Present plan organize covering group of 
6 CVE escorted by battleships cruisers and destroyers 
to operate in SULU SEA until U day. CANY Op Plan 15-44 
will be modified accordingly. 

27 0438 CCK30PAC to CINCPOA 

TOP SEORBg 1 . Your 240155. Recommend a Locating olst 
Division in NEW CALEDONIA and B retaining 27th Division 
Espiritu Santo. Para. With respect to A NEW CALEDONIA 
offers better health conditions and more adequate mount¬ 
ing facilities, supplies for reequipment are adequate 
and available, replacement depot available to receive 
personnel, adequate impact areas are available. Jungle 
training school not available NEW CALEDONIA is considered 
a minor disadvantage in view of recent employment 81st 
Division. Turn around time for shipping will not be 
increased and some time may be saved by reason of better 
port facilities. Non presence of this or similar 
large Army combat unit on GUADALCANAL will enable the 
release of appreciable number Army service troop units 
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27 0438 (continued) 

which will be in excess of those required for port 
operstion, security, and logistic functions connected 
with Class 1 and 3 supplies, para, with respect to 
7. . ^ facilities are entirely adequate to raount this 

~ or re §G u ipment have been stockpiles 
and palletizing operations well underway, replacements 
couid be initially screened and disembarked at SANTO 
oy establishment appropriate liaison, adeouate impact 
areas now exist at SANTO, jungle training areas also 
exist which can not be duplicated in NET.'/ CALEDONIA, 
vhile health and recreational facilities are better in 
NEW CALEDONIA training areas SANTO are non malarious and 
special recreational facilities closer to bivouac areas 
do exist Transportation of division to NEW CALEDONIA 
would seriously affect shipping situation now critical 
jo_ac area. Host serious disadvantage involved in move 
would be loss of approximately 6 weeks of training. 

Such move would result in release of approximately 2000 
service troops only 2 months earlier than now contem¬ 
plated in present plans. Para. Approval of above 
recommendations in whole ar in part" will not affect 
the requirements now existent for the maintenance 
of such Marine units and aviation facilities as are 
located at GTJADALCANAL, ’’ara. if recommendations A 
and B are approved and plans do not envisage sending 
more than 2 Army divisions and 2 Marine divisons and 
headquarters and corps troops to Sopac recommend that 
authority be granted to dismantle and abandon excess 
staging areas and camp and training facilities GUADAL¬ 
CANAL and NEW CALEDONIA. 

28 0102 MARSHALL to RICHARDSON Inf o CG SOWESTPACBACOM COMGEN 
OENTPAC 3 10 CM. CINCPOA -----— 

VAR 68885 —TOE —Hi0REI U Reenciphermeitt of WAR dtg 271548 
Relative to disposition of Army divisons in ana projected 
xor Pacific Ocean Areas, references are: (A) Pacific 
Ocean Areas TopSec Radio RJ 40440 November 23 to War 
Department (B) Cincpoa serial 220830 November to ComGenPOA. 
./ar Department recognizes the value of training given 
Army divisions that have been staged through HAWAII and 
the oenefits that are derived from the program prescribed 
by your headquarters for divisions prior to their entry 
into combat. However in view of the additional shipping 
that would be involved in the initial shipment of 97"a^d 
96 divisions and toxinages required to maintain prescribed 
theater level of supply for these units until they are 
required in operations, the decision of Cincpoa to defer 
shipment 97 and 86 Divisions to Pacific Ocean Areas until 
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May 45 as indicated in reference (b), is concurred in 
by War Department and shipment of these divisons will 
be deferred. Cominch concurs. It is desired that 
you make necessary arrangements for deletion of these 
units from Joint Shipping Priority Lists. Para The 
loss of the training is regretted but fortunately under 
existing situation such training is no longer considered 
a mandatory prerequisite. 
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23 0634 OTP 77 to ALL TFC AND TGC 7TH FLEET, C0M7THFLT Info 


C IK CP AC. CINCSV/PA., CON3RDFLT. COMAAF. CONGENIOTH ARMY. 

COMA? 5. COMDESRON 21. C0MDE3R0N £. COMPSSRON T. 

COMPS3R0N 22. C0KDE3R0N 54. C 0133 SRON 51. COMPSSRON 6. 

COMPS SRON 33. COKIKCH: 

"Tor-SECRET* Pass to all holders my OpPlan 15-44. OpPlan 
15-44 as modified by my 191313 and 250147 further 
modified as follows. Task Organization correct Para 
E to read TG 77.3 close covering Group RAdm Berkey 
CruDiv 15, 3 CL, DesRon 21 less RADFORD, ROSS, JENKINS, 
TAYLOR plus MOALE, COOPER, ALLEN M SUMNER 8 DD. Add 
new paragraph D TG 77.12 heavy covering and carrier 
group RAdm Ruddock Battleships Eat Div 4 less COLORADO 
plus NET/ MEXICO, 3 OBB. Cruisers Capt Bledsoa until 
relieved CruDiv 12 3 CL. Carriers RAdm Stump carriers 

as later designated 6 CVE. Destroyers HALLIGAN, HARADAN, 
TWIGGS, TALPH TALBOT, REMEY, HERTZ, MCDERMUT, STEKBEL, 
BRAINS, INGRAHAM, WALLER, SAUFLSY, RENSHAW, CONWAY, 

CONY, EATON, SIGOURNEY, CONNOR 18 DD. Para 3A Add Info. 
Commander Heavy Covering and Carrier Group and Commander 
Escort Carriers when shore based air cover is established 
over the objective area on U Day. Add new para 3D heavy 
covering and carrier group support the L3 Operation by 
providing fighter cover and aircraft anti submarine 
patrol for MINDORO Attack Group on U minus 2 U minus 
1 and U Day until relieved by shore based air. Coordinate 
air operations with tnose of Allied Air Forces. Provide 
maximum practicable anti aircraft protection for CVEs. 
While operating in MINDANAO and SULU SEA 2 interdict 
or destroy as practicable enemy heavy surface forces 
which may threaten the MINDORO attack group and 
supporting forces. Coordinate operations with Commander 
MINDORO Attack Group and Commander close covering force. 
As promptly as practicable after completion mission 
retire to LEYTE GULF where release escort carriers with 
escort of 9 DD*s to. proceed K0S30L ROADS for replenish¬ 
ment. ADD to para 4 special logistics arrangements for 
heavy covering and carrier group by sererate despatches. 
Add new para 3x9 Naval Air Support for this operation 
is in addition to that required of Allied Air Forces by 
CINC3WPA Op Instr 74 indicated in para 1 my OpPlan 15-44. 



GHQ, SO'WE SP AC AREA to C0M3RDFLT Info CINCPOA 


CX 54038. Following Plan for 3rd Fleet participation in 
L 3 operations arranged, subject to your approval, during 
'conference with your representatives. 3rd Fleet neutralize 
hostile I RAT air forces LUZON U minus 1 to U plus 1; 
be prepared to strike LUZON targets in emergency during 
period U plus 3 to U plus 4; On above dates be prepared 
to strike hostile naval forces in VI3AYAN waters and 
westward thereof in range which may threaten our over- 
water movements. Southwest Pacific Air Forces neutralize 
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28 1312 GHQ, SO.vESPAC AREA to COM3RDFLT Info CIKCPOA ( Cont'd) 

hostile air forces in VISAYA3, MINDANAO, and SULU 
ARCHIPELAGO and other overwater movement and support 
landing. 7th Air Force, in coordination with Southwest 
Pacific Air Forces, neutralize air forces in the BICOLS. 
Dividing line between responsibility 3RD Fleet and 
Southwest Pacific Air Forces including 3IX./A0BJIHE force 
will be: 14-30 North, 115-00 East; 14-30 Worth, 

121-50 East; 13-35 North, 121-50 East; Thence due west. 
3rd Fleet and the Allied Air Forces will exchange 
information when either force strikes in the area of 
the other. Notification should be given as far in 
advance as practicable indicating the target to be 
attacked. Approximate scale of effort, or the time 
of attack. The 3rd Fleet may at discretion put fighter 
sweeps into the BICOL area and LUZON without notification 
Request your immediate concurrence or comments. Similar 
data for support of M 1 follows in separate radiogram. 

28 1110 00M3RDFLT-JINCPAC Info CTF 94 

- Tliib Is TCP SECRET - . I consider that existing command 
setup for local defense forces at ULITHI violates the 
sound principle of unified command and does not provide 
the most effective use of those forces in defense of 
the Fleet. By ComFwdArea Op Plan 7-44 the responsibility 
for surface patrol and escort rests with CTU 94.6.2, 

Air Defense ULITIII with CTU 95.6.3, and Hunter-Killer 
(JA3ASA) with CTG 94.14. CTG 94.14 has delegated to 
AtCom ULITHI authority to initiate Hunter-Killer 
(IAS ASA.) in his immediate area which is all very well 
except that AtCom ULITHI does not have command of either 
the air or surface forces which should logically 
be used and once JA3A3A has been ’’initiated" there is 
no one in command of it. Para. In order to provide a 
single clear cut authoritative command which can take 
quick and positive local action instead of making 
requests or waiting for approval by other remote 
commands I strongly recommend that local air groups and 
surface defense forces be placed under the unequivocal 
command of AtCom ULITHI and that he be charged with base 
defense responsible to his ISIC, CTG 94.14. In no 
other way can maximum security be obtained. Halsey. 


29 0324 CINCPAC to 00!. r 3RDFLT Info C0IHUGH 

- TCP SECRE T*NIMITZ TO HALSEY. INFO KING . Your 260700 
reached me on my return to PEARL. The difficulty in 
meeting Fleet Maintenance requirements is due in part 
to adherence to target dates which do not take Fleet 
requirements sufficiently into account. It was for that 
reason that my 210935 desired that no commitment .be 
made in connection with the MINDORO Operation, however 

your 24040 (your Op Order 24-44) constituted a definite 
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CINCPAC to COM3RDFLT Info COIUNCH ( Cont * d) 

commitment further sunstantiated by the Conferences 
reported by MACART;IURS CX 54-03 8 para 2. There appears 
now to be no alternative except to carry on under the 
terms of my 250015 and reexamine the overall situation 
after L 3. If the Fleet is not then able tp meet 
the commitments which have been made for the M-l 
Operation (Pursuant to the directive from the Point 
Chiefs of Staff to provide cover and support for that 
operation) it may become necessary to request a delay 
in that operation. However such a delay may meanwhile 
become necessary for other reasons which will ease the 
situation for the Fleet. 


C0M3RDFLT to CINCPAC 

TOE 3ZCSRS&1. MACARTHUR CX 45038 (271312) concur strikes 
U minus 1 and U Day with strike U plus 1 if absolutely 
necessary. If carriers must be ready to render addition' 
al support on U plus 3 and U plus 4 then I feel 
strongly that INDUCTION must be sufficiently delayed 
to permit TF 38 to return to ULITHI for service rearming 
and some upkeep. If asked to make recommendation I 
would suggest S Day be delayed at least 10 days. Para. 
Concur in proposed air coordination measures except 
that carrier air must be free to strike any threatening 
field in emergency as measure of self preservation. 
Halsey. 




29 234-9 CINCPOA to CINCSWPA Info C0M3RDFLEET 








— Tffl P - SECnii iR . Para. 1. See my 170200 which is as yet 
unanswered and Halsey’s 290400 passed to you separately. 
Although my present headquarters are far removed from 
the area of your operations they are studied closely 
in connection with mine with which they are so closely 
interrelated. I believe that you should at this time 
have ray estimate of the situation which confronts us. 
Para. 2. The enemy naval forces are not capable of 
interfering effectively with our forces in the LEYTE 
area. The 3rd Fleet controls effectively the PHILIPPINE 
SEA and the forces south of the EMPIRE are now estimated 
to consist only of ISE HYUAGA 1 CVE 2 CA 2 CL and about 
8 serviceable destroyers. Your information as to the 
ground situation is better than mine. I assume the 
enemy Army to be incapable of interfering effectively 
with the MINDORO operation. In the air however the 
enemy is still strong and capable of operating effective¬ 
ly from LUZON the VISAYAS and from MINDANAO. Ships 
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29 2349 (continued) 


which operate in the narrow waters of the PHILIPPINES 
within the next few days may expect severe attacks from 
enemy aircraft which in the case of escort carriers and 
assault shipping and embarked troops may be destructive. 
Para 3. The initial landings in the PHILIPPINES and 
to a considerable degree the subsequent land operations 
have been made possible by a long sustained use of carrier 
aircraft. Due to circumstances beyond our control which 
have delayed the full activation of shore based aircraft 
in the LEYTE area the operations of the carrier task 
forces have been protracted to an unprecedented degree 
with inadequate opportunity for rest upkeep and logistic 
replenishment. Their long sustained operations in the 
same area have facilitated enemy counter measures parti¬ 
cularly the suicide attack. Extensive damage has been 
received and requirements for carrier pilot replacements 
have become critical. Para 4. If given an adequate 
preparatory period of recuperation the carrier task force 
can to a degree neutralize the enemy air force in LUZON 
for a considerable time. Without such preparation their 
strikes must be limited as indicated by Halsey’s 290400 
and it will be unlikely that they will be able to give 
you the subsequent support which you will probably need. 
Without very strong preliminary operations by shore based 
aircraft and their employment concurrently with carrier 
aircraft it is extremely doubtful if the degree of air 
supremacy can be achieved which will ensure safe passage 



in every way possible in the operations which you find 
it necessary to conduct to recapture LUZON I believe 
that eventual success will come sooner if the MINDORO 
operation is delayed until your shore based air forces 
have been established in strength in the LEYTE area and 
have ^ad time to do their work and so recommend. If 


you so agree plans can then be made to rest and prepare 
the 3rd Fleet to support your operations while maintaining 
control of the PHILIPPINE SEA. 


29 1431 CTF 77 to CINCSW PA Info COMAAF. COM 3RD FLEET, CTF 95. 

CINCPac , noMinci! 

—qr-n Evidence of growing air strength of enemy 

on MINDANAO indicates need of strenuous efforts to neut¬ 
ralize MINDANAO fields in order protect our line of 
communication and keep LEYTE tenable to surface shipping. 


2432 









■t op ernon gg. 

NOVEMBER (GCT ) 








declassified 


29 0419Z BOHCOM 21 (HANSELL) to DEPCOMAF 20 (Ha RMON for ARNOLD) 
info ciNCFOA, coi.:genpoa ~— --- L 


■ j'9^ —. Subject: Decision on mission. Weather and 
size of available force unfavorable for daylight strike 
on 30 November. Am dispatching 30 ACFT on BROOKLYN 1 
tonight partially clearing congestion on ISLEY 1. Pre¬ 
paring for maximum effort daylight strike against 1544 
on 1 December. That will be mission MONTGOMERY 1. 

26 0700 C0M3RDFLT to NIMITZ, CINCPOA; KING. MCM0RRI3 CINCPAC ADMTN. 

- TOP 35 FOR NIMITZ INFO KING, MCM0RRI3 . Your 
250015 acknowledged. Apparently some Com3rdFlt traffic 
was missed as supporting force at sea was reduced to 

2 groups on 23 November. Para. With existing target dates 
any ship participating both in U plus 1 PHILIPPINE 
strike and S Minus 5 FORMOSA strike can have a maximum 

3 days at anchor ULITHI. That is physically all that 
is possible. If 3 groups support L3 those 3 groups 
can be given 3 days at anchor before departing for 
INDICTION and the 4th group can have a long uninterrupted 
overhaul weather permitting. Para. During November 
Groups will have had total (But not consecutive) time at 
anchor as follows 38 . 1 , 7 days; 38 . 2 , 8 days; 38 . 3 , 6 days; 
38.4, 11 days. Para. If task force 38 can be absolved 

of any support commitments for sufficient time to permit 
10 uninterrupted days at anchor the operational prospects 
for INDUCTION, DETACHMENT and ICEBERG will be vastly 
improved. To do this will require at least 15 days 
without commitment and 1 of the 4 Groups will have to 
go elsewhere than ULIT 17 ! preferably MANUS. Para. I fully 
share your concern in this matter of upkeep. I do not 
consider Task Force 38 has had adequate upkeep and further 
it will be physically impossible to meet your maintenance 
requirements and carry out my assigned combat tasks with 
existing target dates. Battle damage sustained 25 Nov 
has made this matter ever more critical. Your 241745 was 
also considered in preparing this despatch. Halsey. 


27 0831 ADV GHQ. SWPA (MACARTHUR) to C0M7THFLT. C0M3RDFLT, CINCPOA. 

CX 54015 Following Plan for 3rdFlt cover Ml Operations 
has been discussed with your representatives and is 
submitted for your approval or comments. 3RDFLT neutralize 
hostile air forces FORMOSA S minus 5 and S minus 4; sweep 
northern LUZON fields north of the line Santa Cruz 
(17-10 North 121-25 East) BBIT 1 BAG DADH CAPS ILDEF0NS0 on 
3 minus 3 or S minus 2 or both if practicable; neutralize 
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27 0831 ADV GHQ. S.7PA (MACARTHUR) to C0M7THFLT.'' C0M3RDFLT . 
CINCPOA (Continued) 

AIRVJF YNP FORMOSA S minus 1 and S Day; stand by for 
missions of opportunity S plus 2 until relieved; 
continuing mission to destroy and neutralize Naval 
•Forces threatening the operation. Southwest Pacific 
Air Forces and 7tn Air Force will neutralize air in 
the PHILIPPINE, Southwestward thereof, except during 
period of fighter sweep on S minus 3 or S minus A 0 . 

14th and 20th Air Forces as later arranged. Normal 
zone of responsibility between 3rd Fleet and south¬ 
west Pacific Air Forces, except for reconaissance, 
east coast of PHILIPPINE ARCHIPELAGO, North Coast 
of LUZON extended westward to southernmost point 
on HAINAN ISLAND except during fighter sweep when 
3rd Fleet sweeps north LUZON. Southwest Pacific 
Air Forces included from this area during day of 
this sweep. 3rd Fleet and southwest Pacific Air Forces, 
including 7th Air Force and escort carriers 7th Fleet, 
will exchange information when either force strikes 
in the area of the other. Notification should ge 
given as far in advance as practicable indicating 
the target to be attacked, approximate scale of effort, 
and the time of attack. 

29 0842 MACARTHUR to SUBC0M3EAC Info CINCPOA. C0M7THFLT . 
C0N3RDFLT. DETACH GHQ, HOLLANDIA 

■TOP G S ORET t For Admiral Lord Mountbatten. The enemy 
is making a decisive stand in the PHILIPPINES. Operation 
L-3 involves a penetration to unique on 5 December. 

7/e do not yet have complete control of the air and sea 
in the PHILIPPINE ARCHIPELAGO. In view of this situation 
my plans provide strong surface ship and carrier 
protection to our assault echelon during its movement 
through the MINDANAO and 3ULU SEAS. However I have 
some concern for the safety of follow up shipping 
after the withdrawal from those waters of my 
battleship, cruiser and escort carrier forces a 
withdrawal necesitated by their need for replenishment 
prior to operation M-l 20 December. In order to 
alleviate the threat of attack from the southwest 
against my lightly protected loc from LEYTE to unique 
I feel it would be most helpful if you could undertake 
strong diversion within a day or 2 after my landing on 
5 December and to repeat shortly after landing on 
December 20. I would appreciate your comments on the 
probability of you maintaining for a limited time 
enemy air and naval forces in the SINGAPORE area were 
you to strike the MALAY PENINSULA of other strategic 
objective within your reach. 
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29 1923 comikce md cm to cincpoa 

War Department plans to assign Major General Charles 
H. Corlett to conduct planning and be available to 
command Army troops in KEELEL0CK3. It is desired 
therefore that General Corlett attend the conference 
called by your 282117. Advise as soon as possible 
date you wish him to arrive. It will be necessary 
for him to return to United States for a brief period 
following conference. 

30 1311 GHQ, S0.7E3PAC (MAC ARTHUR) to CINCPOA. C0KU5AAF WASH DC. 

etc 

CA 54167 TOP SECAS 1 ?-. U Day, Operations instructions 
74 this headquarters, is 15 December 1944. S Day, 
Operations instructions 73 this headquarters, is 9 
January 1945. 
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01 0230 CINCPOA to C0M3RDFLT Info C 01 IF LTD ARE A. GTF 95. 
ctg 30 . 5 . oonairpac. COHGSNAAFPOA 

~ T&P-9 3 ^GRS¥* . In order to obtain close coordination of 
bombing and photographic missions reauired for future 
operations desire that photo Group 2 be assigned 
temporarily to operational control CTF 95. 3rd Fleet 
requirements both for photographic missions and 
processing will continue to have such priority as 
you require. ComFwdArea 291001 not to all refers. 

01 0309 CINCPOA to COMGEN 20TH AF THRU DBPCOM 20TH IF Info 
JCM3RDFLT. JINC30//ESPAC ' 

— TOP JEORS^ This answers para 1 your WARX 68829 which 
i3 261723. Desire following use 15 sorties available. 
10 Sorties desired to maintain surveillance of major 
airfields and western sea approaches to KYUSHU 3-15 
to 3-5. Balance of sorties to be available on call. 
This predicated on ability of CinCS.VPA to provide 
coverage of FORMOSA as indicated in search plan 
Annex to FIVES0MS. If circumstances prevent full 
extension of search plan G surveillance of FORMOSA 
will be desired instead of KYUSHU. Para. Daily photo 
reconnaissance of OKINAWA airfields is desired S-15 
to S-ll and on S-9. Dispatch reconnaissance reports 
and interpretation of photos to Com3rdFlt, CTF 38, 

CTG’s 38.1, 38.2, 38.3. 

02 0313Z CINCPOA to ALL TYPE COMMANDERS PACFLT. ALL TFC PACFI T. 

C0MGF.NAAFP0A. COKGENFOA Info COMINC H. CINC~SWPA. COM 7TH 

FLT , COKGENAAFSY/PA ---—' 

yr CEg asgn Para 1. Effective 0000 (minus 10) 6 
December The Shore Based Air Force Forward Area is 
dissolved and the Strategic Air Force P0A (TF 93) 
established under command of Lieut Gen M F Harmon. 
Provisions my serial 000144 of 17 November and enclo¬ 
sures apply. Para 2. 7th Bomber Command plus VMB 
612 and long range fighters (P-38's) in MARIANAS 
assigned TF 93 except that 494 th Bomb Group remains 
under operational control FEAF until released. Para 
3. Other elements now in TF 95 reassigned to TF 94 
for service in air defense commands MARIANAS ULITHI 
and PALAU or as desired by CTF 94. Assignment of 
air defense PALAU and ULITHI to direct control of 
atoll commanders authorized. Para 4 . Major General 
Hale and present joint staff available to CTF 93 for 
assignment. Para 5. Offensive tasks now assigned 
TF 95 reassigned to TF 93 except neutralization of 
enemy held positions in MARIANAS which is reassigned 
to TF 94. 
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02 0205 DEPCOMAF 20 to COMGEN aF 20 Info CINCPOA, CINC5WPA, 

COI,: 3RD FLT, COtSOLICOI.: 20, COMBCI-ICOM ~21 

SEC RES . AaFPOA 9985 Subject is 20 AF support 
to Ml. Reference Arnolds WARX 68829 not to ell dated 
261723 GCT. BomCom 20 requested to direct 15 sorties 
available for reconnaissance as follows: 10 sorties 
to maintain surveillance of major airfields and western 
sea approaches to KYUSHU during period S-15 to S-5 
inclusive. Balance of 5 sorties to be available on 
call beginning S-15 for special recco missions. This 
plan predicated on ability of SV/PA to provide coverage 
of FORMOSA as outlined in Search Plan G Annex to 
Fivesome. If circumstances prevent full extension 
of Search Plan G surveillance of FORMOSA instead of 
KYUSHU will be desired. Desired from BomCom 21: Daily 
photo reconnaissance of major OKINAWA airfields from 
S-15 to S-ll inclusive and on S-9- All reconnaissance 
and photo interpretation reports to be furnished Com 
3rd Fleet, ComTasFor 38, ComTasGroups 38.1, 2, and 3 . 

S day nQw set as 9 January. Recommend approval. 

02 0900 CINCSWPA sgd MACARTIIUR to CG USAF CHINA Info CINCP0A. 
COI.TDR aNF, CCMDR AAF FOR 


CX-54259 ~T4^.aFGRtfF . Ml and L3 are different operations. 
Refer your CFB-27866, 1 December. Ml operation is 
that referred to in Fivesome in paragraph 2A(4). S day 
is as indicated in our C-54189. Details of the opera¬ 
tion continued in 01-73 are not essential for coordi¬ 
nation of 14 th Air Force activities in support of the 
Ml operation. L3 covered in 01-74 with objective in 
the central PHILIPPINES is a preliminary operation to 
Ml. The date is termed U day and is 15 December. 

Due to your limited facilities request for special 
missions other than reconnaissance missions to support 
the L3 operation will not be made in order to conserve 
maximum support for the Ml operation. Para It is’ 
requested if practicable that KUNMING searches be 
flown from U minus 3 day and continue through the 
period indicated in paragraph 2D in Fivesome. 
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02 2024 OINCFOA to CTF 93; CTF 94: Info OOUNCH; C INC 57/PA; 
00H3RDFLT: C0M5THFLT; CTF 95; CONCRUDIV 5: 

3!!]CRET-. As soon as practicable strategic Air 
*orce conduct all out air attack with maximum strength 
available against enemy aircraft and air installations 
at 7/0RKMAN. ComFwdArea conduct surface daylight 
bombardment to destroy defense installations. ComFwdArea 
and ComGen AAFPOA arrange coordination direct. Lieut 
Gen HARMON will depart Hickam about 2000 3 December 
VW to establish temporary Headquarters at SAIPAN. 

See CinCPOA top secret serial 000155 of 24 Nov to 
ComFwdArea copy being furnished ComGen AAFPOA by 
Officer Messenger. 

03 0735 COMGEN 14TH VIA COMNAV UNIT 14TH 00MNAVGRP CHINA to 
C OMN AY GROUP CHINA: CINCPOA Info C0MGEN3WPAC; COMGEN 

AAF FEAF, COMGEN USA FOR CHINA; MAC ARTHUR, KENNY. 

VS SUMS YE R; 

CATX-1776 T OP -5 E0RE 1 ? . CINCPOA 020310 received this 
headquarters states that U Day has been postponed 10 
days. The 14th Air Force will commence on the basis 
of this message at U-2 to conduct 1 LAB reconnaissance 
daily from TOURAIMS to LINGAYEN GULF using the same 
signal SOP as previously. 2 LAB strike missions per 
night as are. now being conducted in the LAB area 
assigned to the 14th Air Force will be continued. These 
missions partially cover northern approaches of the 
south CHINA SEA within 1100 mile radius of KUNMING. 
Weather and logistics permitting, these latter LAB 
strikes missions instead of being dispatched from 
MUMMING will be despatched from SUICHWAN and will 
provide reconnaissance from SHANGHAI through the 
FORMOSA STRAIT. Beginning at 3-15 the southern LAB 
reconnaissance will be discontinued in favor from 
FIVESOME of B Appendix. Chennault. 

03 0215 CINCPOA to COKIKCH Info C0I.I5THFLT; C0MPHIB3PAC: 

COMGEN 10TII ARMY; 

CinCSWPA 301311 necessitates establishment 
new target dates for DETACHMENT and ICEBERG which should 
be announced without delay in order to avoid tying up 
shipping and other resources unnecessarily. The minimum 
interval between M-l and DETACHMENT had originally 
been established as 31 days and was increased to 45 
to allow for necessary upkeep of covering forces after 
protracted operations. Para. It now appears necessary 
to allow for somewhat extended covering operations after 
M-l and also for an upkeep and recuperation period 
accordingly a minimum internal of 41 days seems wise 
for planning purposes. Retaining a 40 day interval 
between DETACHMENT and ICEBERG will give desirable 
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03 0215 CIKCPOA to COLUNCH Info 00M5THFLT: C0KPHIE3PAC: 

GOLDEN 10TII iJfrIY: (Continued) 

weather for latter. Para. Request concurrence in 
announcing 19 February and 1 April as new target 
dates for ray next 2 Operations. 

02 2158Z ARNOLD to DE P 0 01! AF 20; CINCPOA Info C0M3RDFLT: 

CINCSCr.VSSPAC-. - 

WAR-71838 f or 3EGBZT . Reply to CINCPOAS 010309. 

20TH and 21ST Bonber Commands have been directed to 
perform supporting operations as indicated in CinCPOA’s 
message and in message number 9985 AAFPOA. 


03 0731 ADMIRAL FRASER to ADMIRAL NIMITZ . 

Admiral Nimitz only . Your 251615 November. I have 
consulted context Admiralty who agree with my proposal 
to carry out operation against Sumatran oil refineries 
on passage to the PACIFIC. At the same time they are 
most anxious that I should not delay arrival of the 
British Pacific Fleet in the PACIFIC more than is ab¬ 
solutely necessary (3) I shall probably be able to 
improve on dates given in paragraph 4 of my 190504 and 
carrier force should be in AUSTRALIA by end of January 
(4) I gladly accept your invitation and hope to arrive 
PEARL HARBOR about 18th December. 

04 1230 LAC ARTHUR to C0M3RDFLT Info JINCPOA. COM ALLIED NAVAL 

FORCES, COM ALLIED AIR FORCES: 

TOP UEORLT I CX 54370. Reference Com3rdFlt's 290400. 

Still desire cover by 3rdFlt on U-l, U Day, and U plus 
1 as indicated in my CX 54038, too 271312. 1st 
Follow up convoy due to arrive objective area U plus 
6. In view of changed dates and greater interval 
between operations, can 3rd Fleet be prepared to strike 
LUZON airfields and shipping on U plus 4, U plus 5 
and U plus 6. No desire restrict 3rd Fleet striking field 
in own defense. Coordination line delimits normal 
activity and provides for coordination through infor¬ 
mation when 1 air force enters the normal zone of the 
other. Notification only is required. In view of the 
extended time factors which will probably permit greater 
strength on your attack, it would be helpful for you 
as 2nd priority to bomb shipping from West Coast LUZON 
south of LINGAYEN inclusive to assist in preventing 
hostile surface reaction against objective area. Request 
early reply. 
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01 09C0 


Com3rdFlt to CINOPAO: 


DECLASSIFIES 

V' 


T K^ P- JECriE Tn FOP Nil/,ITZ . Noting CinCSWPA 301311 and 
referring to my 010146. For a starter I am keeping 
a skeleton group at sea. The prospect of their being 
needed appears very remote but the Nips are stubborn 
and they are being badly goaded by the B-29 strikes. 

If and as prospects of enemy surface-carrier retaliation 
decreases I will reduce PHILIPPINE SEA patrol to small 
surface unit working in conjunction with shore based 
air. I am not passing the buck in saying that your 
own estimate would be most welcome. Halsey. 


05 1024Z RICHARDSON to .VAR DEPT. CHIEF OF STAFF, ARMY; CIKCPOA . 
ARMY APR FORCES P0A: 


’ TOP JEORET- RJ-42017 Availability of medium bomb group 
plus air services group from MT0 about January 10 is 
noted. Based on change in D Day, now 15 March, and 
Progress of the operation as visualized in theater it 
is expected that this group will be in operation 10 
May 1945. Recommend that units be on West Coast and 
unit loaded not later than 20 March 1945. Following 
specific information submitted as requested. A. Flignt 
echelon readiness date 20 April. B. Air echelons 
of squadrons and groups by water shipment. C. Retention 
of selected personnel from ground echelon moving by 
water will not be required. D. Personnel under B and 
C above will be by water to final destination without 
intermediate stops enroute. Assumption that United 
States Army Forces Pacific Ocean Areas request for 
service forces for ICEBERG includes services in support 
of additional Air Combat Units is correct. Commander 
in Chief Pacific Ocean Areas concurs in the foregoing. 
Reference substitution of VLR Group for heavy bomb¬ 
ardment Group, study now underway to determine whether 
or not 1 complete VLR Wing can be deployed in LEGUMINOUS. 
If Commander in Chief Pacific Ocean Areas accepts 
propose to recommend employment of only 2 Heavy Bomb¬ 
ardment Groups in Phase 1, 2 VLR Groups to be deployed 
in Phase 2 and remaining 2 VLR Groups of the Wing 
to be deployed as soon thereafter as situation permits. 

If possible 15 March should be readiness date at home 
station for 2 aviation squadrons. 

0500722 CTF 93 to CIKCPOA. COMINCH. CINC3C.VE5PAC, C0M3RDFLT. 

CRUJIV 5. C0H5THFLT, C0HAF20. DEPCOMAF 20. CTF 94. 

WAR DEPT WA3HDC. 


Following Plan all-out attack 1.70 LIMA 
scheduled for 7 Dec east longitude all times K(-10). 

A. Just prior to noon VF by P-3&; B. 1200 to 1345 2440 
attack by estimated 75 B-29 f s dropping 750 tons, C. 

1400 to 1530 attack by estimated 95 B-24’s dropping 23 
tons, D. Beginning loOO bombardment by CruDiv 5 . 
Foregoing arranged in conference CTF 94 and BomCom 21. 
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06 0049 CINCPOA to COMINCH DECLASSIFIED 


four 021258. In proposing temporary 
utilization VKF squadrons on fast carriers it was 
not anticipated that units of 1st Marine Air’ Wing 
would be so employed. Recommend -that withdrawal of 
such squadrons from Southwest Pacific (which would 
leave LarAirWing 1 badly unbalanced tactically) be 
deferred since immediate CVG requirements will be 
met from Marine squadrons presently available to 
POA which are in excess of shore based needs through 
initial garrison period of ICEBERG operation. See 
ComAirPac 020254. 


05 2032 C0I DENCH. CNO to CINCPOA 

TOP 3ECRB?-. Point Chiefs of Staff concur your 030215 
and authorize announcement proposed in last sentence 
thereof. 

01 59 GHQ, SO'iVESPAC signed MACARTHUR to COM 3RD FLT Info 
CINCPOA, COM. ALLIED NAVAL FORCESTCOl,: ALlJ^rTTTT 

FORCES ' 1 --- 

T0F_ SECRET Reference my CX 54015, TOO 270831, relative 
3rd Fit cover and support M-l, reexamination of 
requirements in light of changed dates indicates 
following plan 3rd Fit cover and support desirable 
subject to future developments of situation. 3rd Fit 
neutralize hostile air forces Formosa S-5 S-4; sweep 
airfields of northern LUZON north of the line SANTA 
CRUZ (17-10N, 121-253) - BAGABAB - CAPE IDLEF0N30 on 
S-3 and S-2 to cover- minesweeping operations in objec¬ 
tive area starting 3-3; neutralize air FORMOSA S-l 
and.3 day; standby for missions of opportunity S/2 until 
relieved; continuous mission to destroy and neutralize 
naval forces threatening the operation. Southwest 
Pacific Air Forces and 7th Air Force will neutralize 
air in the PHILIPPINES and southwestward thereof 
except for northern LUZON during period of 3rd Fit 
sweeps on S-3 and S—2. 14th Air Force to reconnoiter 
as indicated in quote Fivesomw unquote, enclosure 3, 
and to attack HONGKONG with maximum intensity between 
:>-10 and S/10. 20th Air Force perform missions as 
specified in Cincpoa’s 010309 and 272127 GCT. Normal 
zon ®, r of res P°usibility and coordination of air as in 
my CX 54015. For your information, starting 3-3 until 
further notice from Commander LUZON Attack Force (TF 
77) the area north of the line HERMANA MAYOR ISLAND - 
CAMILING and west of the line CAMELING-BAGABAC-S ANT A 
CRUZ v/ill constitute the area of atr operations for 
the aircraft of the LUZON Attack Force (principally# 
escort carrier aviation). Aviation of other commands 
upon entering the area S-3 to S-l days, report to 
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06 0159 (continued) 

advance commander support aircraft LUZON in ship 
under command Fire and Support Group (CTG 77.2); 
on S day and thereafter to CSA LUZON Attack Force 
(voice call HALIFAX). Limits of area will be changed 
by dispatch as required. 


06 0202 COII 3RD FLEET to CINCPOA 

SSQrfcST- . CinCSWPA CX 54370 (041230) recommend 
employment of 3rd Fleet as requested with proviso 
that 3rd Fleet will strike during period U plus 4 
to U plus 6 JNRY if specifically requested to do so. 
Further suggest that CinCSWPA notify Com 3rd Fleet 
promptly if general situation permits cancellation 
of U/ 1 strike. .Voraing of text assigning strike 
is not clear but intend that all strikes be launched 
from east coast of PHILIPPINES. 


05 1521 WAR DEPT to CINCSWPA, COMGENPOA, CINCPOA 

WARX 72694 TOP SECRET . Concerning proposed FILBA3 
Agreement (indicated also in CX 51685 dated 7 November 
1944); CX 52257 dated 16 November 44; Cincpoa 200113 
November 44; C54123 dated 29 November; and WARX 57406 
dated 4 November. (1) Plan FILBAS is approved. ( 2 ) 
Transfers for the support of FILBAS will be effected 
at time agreed upon by theater commanders concerned. 
These forces remain under control of Cincpoa until 
transfer is effected. ComGenPOA will notify WD of 
effective date of each transfer of Army units. ( 3 ) 

Some or all of the following units: 1 ordnance company 
HAM; 5 QM truck Cos; 5 QM service Cos; 1 QM laundry 
company; 1 QjM bakery company; and 2 PORR Cos TC; may 
be required in another theater in support of 8 VLR 
groups, the deployment of which is now under considera¬ 
tion by JCS. Prior to actual physical transfer to SWPA 
of these particular units, War Department confirmation 
of movement will be secured. Navy concurs. 


05 0048 DEPCOMAF 20 to COMGENBOMCOM 21 Info CINCPOA. COMGENPOA. 


TOP SECRET . "Telecon message No S-4-7. Subject target 
code names. The following code designators of possible 
future missions of the 20th Bomber Command are furnished 


for your information: 


CODS NAME 

NEVADA 

WYOMING 

MARYLAND 

NEBRASKA 

FLORIDA 


TARGET 

OMURA 

SINGAPORE 

NAGASAKI 

SAIGON 

ANSHAN 


CODE NAME 

GEORGIA 

TENNESSEE 

OREGON 

OHIO 

NEW YORK 
ILLINOIS 


TARGET Q A A 9 

TAKAO “ ' ' ““ 

MOULMEIN 

YAVATA . 

KEELUNG 

HANKOW 

TACHIARI 
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05 0048 DEPC0I.1AF 20 to COMGENBOMCOM 21 Info CINCPOA. COMGENPOA. 

tContinued! - 



When a repeat is run on the same target the code 
designator should be followed by a number indicating 
the number of attack on that target for example, 

San Antonia 1, 2 and 3. 


07 0335 COMGENAAFPOA to CINCPOA . 

AAEPOA 10146. OE0RS¥» . Attention invited to the 
following references: lA) ComGenAAFPOA top secret 9839 
to CinCPOA 28 November (B) ComGenAAFPOA Top secret 
10026 to ComAF 20 Info CinCPOA 3 December (C) .ARNOLD 
WARX 72670 to Richardson for Harmon 4 December passed 
to CinCPOA for Info. By reference (6) the ’War Department 
proposes to commit entire 655 Bombardment Squadron 
Heavy to this theater for Long Range Weather 
reconnaissance. Your concurrence has already been 
obtained in sending flight A to the MARIANAS and Flight 
C to ICEBERG. It is highly desirable that complete 
squadron be brought to theater, as this represents 
minimum number of personnel capable of providing adequate 
weather information, as covered in detail in reference 
(C). Request your concurrence in advising <Var Department 
that theater is prepared to accept remainder of this 
unit. This would involve the additional movement of 
38 officers and 168 enlisted personnel to GUAM 
subsequent to 1 March 1945, of which a minimum of 17 
officers and 45 enlisted would travel by air. 

07 0638 CINCPOA to C0MTHIRDFL5ET, CINCSWPA Info C0MIN0H . 

COIT .VDAREA, OONSEEENTHELEET. 

T hi s i s TOP SECRET - . Pursuant to the directive of 
subparagraph 3 (C) of my letter of instructions serial 
00096 of 13 August 1944 Third fleet will provide cover 
for the L-3 Operation. Proposals of CinCSWPA CX 54038 
(271312) and CX 54370 (041230) approved subject to 
following. A. Other directives of letter of instructions 
of 18 August continue in effect. B. Major units of the 
3rd Elect will not transit SURIGA0 or SAN EERNADIN0 
or LUZON STRAIT unless specifically authorized by 
CINCPOA or unless in hot pursuit of enemy units so 
valuable that the hazards of mines and air action 
in narrow waters warrant the added risk to our major 
units. C. CinCSWPA is requested to notify Com3rdElt 
if general situation permits cancellation unit plus 
1 strike. D. It is understood that specific request will 
be originated by CinCSWPA if strikes on unit plus 4 
unit plus 5 or unit plus 6 are required. 
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07 0554 CINCPOA to C0M3RDFLT. GINC3V/PA Info CQMINCH, C0M7THFLT 

~ T0P Proposals of CinCSWPA CX 54435 (060159) 

connection 3rdFleet operations approved except that 
mission of Third Fleet will remain as prescribed in 
broader terms by my OpPlan 9-44* Tentative provisions 
of paragraph 1 Annex D of same OpPlan modified to 
accord with CinCSWPA CX 54435 and may be further modi¬ 
fied as contemplated by suparagraph G thereof. 

°7 H56 CTF 77 to COM ALLIED AIR FOR, C0M5TH AIRFORCE Inf o 
CINCSWPA, C0N7THFLEET, CTU 77.12,7, CT F 73. C0M3RD 

FLEET, Cl NCI'AC , CQMINCH - , 

- ypP 1 IE ORB?- . . As generally agreed conference between 
ComAllied Air Forces and RAdm Stump commanding CVE’s 
in L3 operation following minimum requirements fighter 
coyer shore based air at the following times during 
which CVE’s will be unable to provide any fighter cover. 

U minus 2 day dawn to 1900 16 fighters MINDANAO SEA. 

U minus 1 1700 to 1900 8 fighters cover each over CVE’s 
and convoy west of NEGROS and PANAY. U day 1800 to 
1900 8 fighters over CVE’s south of NEGROS and 8 fighters 
over slow co nvoy all day . U plus 1 day 12 fighters 
over CVE’s east MTMANAO SEA or 3URIGA0 STRAIT daybreak 
until formation clear LEYTE GTJLF and CVE’s can conduct 
flight operations. Request you confirm this arrange¬ 
ment and advise concerning meeting these requirements. 

07 2333 ARNOLD STOOD MARSH \LL C0MGENAAFP0A to RICHARDSON FOR 
HARMON Info CINCPOA: 

~ T0F S’WRSg . Greatly concerned by Japanese air raids on 
M ARI Alt AS which have in three raids effected substantial 
attrition to B-29 aircraft including 7 destroyed, 9 
major damaged, 30 damaged. Our B-29 raids on Japanese 
homeland will continue to provoke desperate and 
fanatical counteraction. Consider that heavy bombing 
of 1.70 JIIIA is a constructive measure but do not believe 
will prevent future enemy air attacks on our B-29 bases. 
Raids will still be possible by long range aircraft 
from Jap homeland with possibility of employing 1 way 
aircraft. Japs have capability of bombarding B-29 
bases by subs and light naval forces; Landing small 
raiding forces from naval craft; causing damage to B-29 
aircraft by local sabotage; Dropping paratroops. Example 
of Jap paratroop action follows: Cn Dec 6 GIIQ, reported 
that paratroops were dropped at night by 14 enemy planes 
on 2 airdromes in LEYTE. Vital that every effort be 
made to insure the most effective defense of B-29 bases; 
proper and expeditious use of engineers in developing 
the most effective radar sites; with earliest instalia-^ a 
tion of New; and development of all possible passiv^- 4 ' r 
defense measures. This is sent to you as an insurance 
that no enemy capabilities are being overlooked in the 
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07 2333 ARNOLD SIGNED MARSHALL COMGENAAFPOA to RICHARDSON FOR 
HARMON Info CIHCPOA: | 

precautionary measures you are taking. 


08 2315 FN-08-41 - TQP - SECRET 

bc::gc:.: 21 to jchginaf 20;cincpqa; cohg snpoa: info 

DEPGOHAF 20: ' -- 

The XXI EC must carry out a maximum effort attack against 
targets in HONSHU on 13 Dec in support of L-3 Operations, 
further support will be continued thereafter as 
practicable. Cur maintenance situation is such that 
any major effort against JAPAN prior to that date will 
detract materially from magnitude of effort on 13 Dec. 
lienee no major operations will be scheduled prior to 
13 Dec. On 13 Dec we plan to carry out the following 
operation, depending on weather: (A) Memphis 1, if 
wind and cloud predictions will permit of precision 
bombing in daylight, or (B) Los Angeles 1, if weather 
not favorable for daylight precision bombing. Target 
for Los .^ngeles 1 has- been selected as permitting 
radar bombing of a primary target, with secondary 
effect on the cits 7- of NAGOYA, in which the primary 
target is located. Los Angeles 1 will be conducted 
as a night mission since that will permit carrying of 
larger bomb load. 


10 0918 COI.'IAF 20 to COI.IGENARHY -JR FORGE Info 00MGBNAAFP0A. 

COL .GEL PC A. CINCPOA: 

EK-10-25 - T0r SECRET S Your .7ARX-74052 December 7. 

Have discussed these matters with I3C0M SAIPAN 
GENERAL JARMAN, with ADMIRAL HOOVER and members of 
his staff. All here concerned with defense VLR bases 
are alert to situation. Hoover maintaining 2 to 3 
DD’s 100 miles to northwest for early radar warning. 
These have provided advance warning on at least 3 
occasions. Coordinated employment night fighter, 
fighter/searchlight teams, land based and DD radars 
being developed maximum. Local radar installations in¬ 
clude 3 SCR 682 and 1 AN/TPS-3. These give full low 
angle coverage and giving good results. Installation 
of new on T0PACHAU is on hignest priority. Present 
estimates give January 20 as operational date. I hope 
for earlier operation. Doctor Bowles here now and 
may be able assist in this and other respects. Daily 
searches, off shore picket boats, visual OPTION P T S 
and radars should provide against surprise by submarines 
and surface craft. Adjacent water areas well covered 
G-v by dual purpose 9011: and shore batteries. I3LEY FIELDS 

1 and 2 are protected by about 500 automatic weapons 
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10 0918 COKAF 20 to OOMGBNARKY AIR FORCE Info COLGSNAAFPQA . 
CONOENPOA, CIKCPOa: (continued) 


supplemented by spread beam searchlights. General 
Jarman alert to need for protection against paratroop 
raids and sabotage. I do not consider present plan 
satisfactory as not sufficiently well organized it 
endeavors make maximum utilization Air Force and 
Engineer Troops available. I am suggesting to Jarman 
that he provide a unit trained and equipped for this 
duty. Combination Air Force/Engineer Fire Fighting 
Organization has functioned in superior manner. My 
plan for air operations provides for daily strikes of 
l_to 2 B-24 squadrons against air fields at IWO JIMA 
with occasional fighter sweeps and for nightly harassment 
those airdromes, intensity of night operations dependent 
on Jap reaction during certain moon phases. Possibility 
of 1 way Jap raids is not discounted. While we may 
slow up operations thru IWO complete neutralization 
at range of over 600 nautical miles is not a probability. 
Weather this time of year presents formidable obstacle 
effective strikes against IWO JIMA and emphasizes need 
for maximum development radar and radio aides during 
this and future campaigns this general area. You will 
appreciate I am sure that defense of all bases is a 
responsibility of CIN0P0A and that I can act only in 
an advisory capacity in this regard. 


09 1431 JOINT STAFF PLANNERS. WASHINGTON (LINCOLN 1 ) to PLANNING 
STAFF CINCP0A Info PLANNING STAFF CINC30WESPAC. 

——— . . ... ' —— r"" ■ " " 

WARX-74788 —fO f JEOPiJ r?- . Pursuant to the concept of 
JCS 924/8 which is being furnished CINCP0A and 
CINC30WSSPAC, to advise you of what is being worked on 
here, we are examining objectives on the CHINA COAST 
northeast SWAT0W and objectives in the NANSEI SH0T0 
additional to OKINAWA with a view to selecting the most 
suitable objectives for the period between the RYUKYUS 
and KYUSHU Operations. We do not now see how we can 
do both and still adhere to thS invasion time schedule 
of JCS 924/6. Our examination so far indicates the 
NINGP0-CHU5AN ARCHIPELAGO area as best so far as the 
CHINA COAST area is concerned with regard to the 
expansion of holdings in the RYUKYUS, which we feel 
is essential to provide direct support for the invasion. 
It would be helpful to know your plans including time 
schedule and resources required. Our studies should be 
available shortly, for whatever help they may be. Para. 
You have already been furnished outline plans for 
OKINAWA-AMAKI in JWPC 116/4 and for KYUSHU in JWPC 235/3 
as revised by JWPC 235/4. Para. We are preparing out¬ 
line plans for: Para Able . NINGP0-CHUSAR ARCHIPELAGO. 

We have just seen CINCPQA’S Plan for this. We will 
send ours when it is finished. Para BAKER . Additional 
objectives in the NANSEI 3KCT0. We assume from the 
ICEBERG Plan that CINGPOA'S Staff is also working ,/p^p 
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09 1431 J~OINT STAFF PLANNERS, WASHINGTON (LINCOLN) to PLANNING 

STAFF JINCPOm Info PLANKING STAi'F CINC50WS3PAC . ( Pont* d) . 

this. Para. CHARLIE. HONSHU. Para DOG. HOKKAIDO-KARAFUTO. 
Para FOX. HAINAN. See paragraph 30, JOS 924/3. 

°9 1309 COI'.HNCH & Jfi/P to - Info CINCPAC,. CINC3.VPA, CO;!7THFLT: 

3ECIA 3P . Admiralty has authorized Admiral Fraser while 
enroute AUSTRALIA to comply as practicable with requests 
for destruction of SUMATRAN Oil Refineries and for 
operational strikes against the MALAY PENINSULA and 
SINGAPORE as desired by CINCPAC and CINCSWPA. Final 
attack on PALEMBANG to be carried out in early JANUARY. 

It is expected these operations will delay arrival in 
AUSTRALIA of main body of the British Pacific Fleet by 
2 or 3 weeks. 1 Battleship, 2 Cruisers and a Flotilla 
of Destroyers should arrive prior to end of the year. 
Australian Government has been informed. 

10 1436 MARSH-ALL to SULTAN. WSDEMEYER Info MAC ARTHUR. NIMITZ, 
RICHARDSON? 

WARX 75106. (WDCMC SVC 11175) ¥ 0P 3- E 3 . Directive of 
President that no political decisions may be made with 
French Military Mission attached to southeast .Asia 
Command is subject reference WARX 66178 November 21 
. From J'CS. Secretary of State in a letter to the Secretary 
of War dated December 6 has just indicated that a message 
recently received from the U.3. Consulate in COLOMBO 
reported that in the early part of October Lord Louis 
Mounttbatten is understood to have advised the Staff of 
the southeast Asia Command that the French Mission 
under General Blaixot had been recognized officially on 
the basis of a verbal agreement between the Prime 
Minister and the President. Upon this being communicated 
to the President the Secretary of State further indicates 
the President replied that the British should be advised 
that he and the Prime Minister did not recognize the 
French Military Mission at Southeast Asia Command officially 
The State Department plans to advise the British Embassy 
of the Presidents reply verbally. The above is being 
sent to you for your information and it is also desired 
that General Sultan at the first opportunity give this 
information to General wheeler privately. 
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10 0345 



" THU IJ Tor JSORiil'fi. Para 1. The President, in a 
memorandum to the Joint Chiefs of Staff, 20 November, 
noted the congestion of shipping in the several theaters, 
and in view of the critical overall shortage of ship¬ 
ping, stated that " Jith due allowance for the delays 
inevitable in war time it nevertheless seems to me that 
the most urgent representation should be made by the 
Chiefs of Staff to the theater Commanders to improve 
this situation." Para 2. The Present critical shortage 
of ships is due primarily to the retention of large 
numbers of vessels in the 4 major theaters of war and 
to the inability of the theaters to aiscnarge and 
release ships promptly. This immobilization is largely 
the result of overestimation of discharge capacity, 
partial rather than complete discharge of vessels once 
berthed, and the use of ocean ships as warehouses on a 
large scale. Para 3. Thile there is presently congestion 
in all theaters, it will be considerably alleviated 
through implementation of these policies. This relief 
will result in a demand for more shipping by the 
theaters who have relieved their congestion. Such 
additional shipping will be diverted from those theaters 
where congestion still exists. Para 4. Therefore, in 
order that there may be a uniform approach to the 
solution of this pressing problem, it is directed that 
the following policies be followed by all United States 
Commanders of Areas under Executive Directions of the 
United States Chiefs of Staff and shall be a guide to 
IT.3. Commanders in other ireas: Para A. The use of 
Ocean-Going ships for storage purposes, whether loaded 
in the U.S. or in the Theater, is prohibited. Para B. 

In arriving at shipping requirements, a realistic 
appreciation of port and discharge capacity is imperative. 
Factors of safety applied to supply requirements which 
result in wasteful banks of idle ships awaiting call 
to an operational area will be reviewed and scaled 
downward to provide safety with economy. Theater 
shipping schedules for, and employment of., both locally 
loaded vessels and those arriving from the U.S. will 
conform to port and discharge capacities. Schedules will 
be altered promptly by responsible Commanders as 
experience modifies estimates of discharge capacities. 
Theater and Area calls for supplies will be adjusted to 
conform to revised shipping schedules. Para C. Selective 
discharge of ships, resulting in a partial unloading 
of a number of vessels, save on the early stages of 
amphibious operations, or urgent operations, will be 
discontinued. Para D. The misuse of large Ocean-Going 

2448 
















—~rn r*p ^fjl 










w. 


DECEMBER (GOT) 

10 0345 JOINT CHIEF.! OF 3TAFF to EI3ENII0UR. etc: (Cont'd) 

vessels by diversion or delay to discharge or load 
small tonnages; by partial or selective unloading 
of cargo; or by the inefficient use of ocean tonnage 
for local small deliveries will be discontinued except 
in case of emergency which the theater Commander cannot 
meet by other means. Para E. The detailed ship position 
and employment reports to WASHINGTON shipping authorities 
as prescribed by the ./ar and Navy Departments will be 
submitted expeditiously by responsible Commanders. Para 
F. It is considered that the most effective way to 
implement the above policies is through the designation 
by the theater or area commander of a single theater 
agency for the control of shipping. Para 5. The 
War Department is charged with supervising the utilization 
of U.3. Shipping by Commanding General, European Theater 
of Operations; Commanding General, Mediterrean Theater 
of Operations; and Commander in Chief, Southwest Pacific 
Area, and the Navy Department (CNO) is charged with 
supervising the utilization of U.3. Shipping by Commander 
in Chief, Pacific Ocean Areas in accordance with the 
above policies. Allocations of shipping shall be made 
with due regard to capacity of ports in the terminal 
area, to the end that vessels in excess of the number 
that can be unloaded (with allowance for reasonable 
detentions) shall not be despatched. 

09 0557Z CINCSWPA to CINCPOA, PEP COMP 20TH AIR FORCE Info 
COMP ANF, WASATCH, •C m F 73, C01-DR ADIT f JR FORCES 

TFWD ECU) 

CX 54575 Refer Cincpoas 010309 GOT and our OX 54260 
to KHXL 020859 GOT X SWPA long range search planes 
will provide coverage of the FORMOSA area by S minus 
15 as' indicated in FIVESOME. 

10 2325 CINCPOA to COKSERVRON 10. C0I!5ERVPAC Info CTF 94. 96. 
C0K3RPFLT, C0I.:5T!IFLT : 

Responsibilities Commander Service Squadron 10 are 
redefined as follows. Previous directives were con¬ 
flicting are superseded: 

(1) Render Fleet units all services required of a 
mobile advanced base at a F 1 2 3 "st anchorage. These 
include Logistic Support, Eattle damage and 
emergency repairs, and upkeep. 

(2) Until local shore based facilities are adequate for 
the purpose, supply similar services to vessels 
operating under area commanders. 

(3) In case^ of emergency, render support to advanced 

bases. Para. Responsibilities under (2) and ( 3 ) 
shall continue during such periods as ComSeron 10 
may be assigned by CinCPac-CinCPOA directives ho. . n 
operational control of Task Fleet Commanders. J 












Tor SBaiET , 
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12 0815 C0K7THFLT to THIRD FLEET: 7TH FLT: Info CINCPOA : 

Estimate Japanese Fleet currently located as follows. 

/^S EMPIRE FORMOSA Area 4 BB, 3 CV, 1 CVL, 1 CVE, 4/5 CA, 

3 CL about 18 DD. I n PHILIPPINES BRUNEI BAY 2 CL and 
10 DD. SINGAPORE KEI south INDO CHINA Area 2 BB-XCV, 

1 CVE, 3 CA, 2 CL, 8 dB. Believe maximum major 
Orange surface units operational to be 2 BB, 2BB-XCV, 

2 CV, 1 CVL, 2 CVE, 4 CA, 3 CL. Anticipate Japanese may 
use operational Fleet Units in transportation runs to 
strengthen PHILIPPINES positions and possibly in hit 
run attacks coordinated with air strikes in opposition 
to current Blue operations. Ground estimate follows: 
MINDORO 1000 with largest concentration in S WIGLIAC 
V0A30AW area (Probably 200-300). NE MINDORO concentra¬ 
tions consist of widely dispersed groups with greatest 
concentrations in vicinity of CALAPAN and SUBAAKG BAY 
areas in immediate vicinity remain basically unchanged 
from figures in OpPlan except for increase BATANGAS 
area to 29,000. Nil additional information available 
in respect to ground installations MINDORO. Nil further 
regard to mine DAUA AA maximum of 40 PT and 15 HDYABU3A 
anti PT Boats estimated in PHILIPPINES at present. 
Submarines located approximately 40 in home waters. 

12 in MALAY E NEI theater plus PHILIPPINES estimate 
a minimum of 10 standard type Orange submarines plus 
up to 100 midgets. 4 large and about 10 midgets be¬ 
lieved at present in VISAYAS area with rest divided 
between DAVAO GULF and MANILA. Estimated enemy air 
strength 12 December. LUZON 146 fighters 192 bombers 
60 others. VISAYAS 118 fighters 44 bombers 24 others. 
MINDANAO 34 fighters 48 bombers 18 others. Believe 
heavy raids by both suicide planes and other bombers 
will be directed against Blue shipping particularly 
transports and carriers. Attacks will continue as long 
as ships do not have continuous heavy fighter cover. 
Japs have large plane reserves in FORMOSA to replace 
losses incurred in the PHILIPPINES. Raids possible 
all the way from LEYTE to beachead and return as 
enemy has numerous fields for staging. Dawn and dusk 
raids may supersede heavy daylight one if losses for 
Nips become too high. 
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13 0650 CINCPAO to COM3RDELT Info MING: 

NINITZ TO il 'lMY, INFO LING . My estir® te 
of the present situation is based on very incomplete 
information as to the extent to which shore based air 
forces are now effectively established in LEYTE. 

However it does not appear that they are yet in 
sufficient strength or have inflicted sufficient damage 
on the enemy air force to achieve the degree of air 
supremacy requisite to ensure safe passage of the 
Expeditionary Force from LEYTE to MINDORO. See my 
292349. Since 1 November enemy aircraft have inflicted 
the following damage on combatant ships supporting the 
PHILIPIINES Campaign sunk 3 destroyers, 1 destroyer- 
transport and 2 motor torpedo boats damaged 2 battleships, 
5 large carriers 3 light carriers, 3 light cruisers, 

14 destroyers, 1 destroyer transport and 1 motor 
torpedo boat. /Para. The enemy appears still to be 
capable of inflicting attacks which may be destructive 
in the case o£ the escort carriers assault shipping and 
embarked troops except as your own attacks may succeed 
in destroying his air forces now in LUZON and his 
replacements as they may be brought forward. Para. 

It seems probable that the carrier force may be called 
on for another protracted period of operations and it 
will be advisable to operate on that premise. Also 
I may find it necessary to modify your current directives 
as the situation develops. Para. In order that I may 
be fully advised of your situation and prepared to meet 
my responsibilities at all times during the MINDORO 
operation submit to me at least daily a report of your 
operations and keep me advised of the position of your 
major units except when radio silence prevents. 
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13 2305 CPU THIRD FLBET to CINCPOA info COHINCH. 


DECLASSIFIED 


— ¥op for Nimitz info King. My estimate entirely in 

agreement with your 130650 effective BLUE air strength in 

MINDORO should prove vital factor in campaign but putting it 

there may be tough and costly. Part Task Force 38 reached 
launching point east of LUZON dawn 14th undetected primary 
- strike objective enemy air. Plan contemplates new technique 
continuous day and night CAP over enemy fields. Will keep 
you fully informed. Halsey 

13 1253 COMINCH & CNO to CINCPAC info CINC30WE5PAC COM 7TH FLEET . 

~T op Gccrot -. Personal King to Nimitz . Say to Admiral Fraser 
that after he has reported to me in accordance with my agree¬ 
ment with the First Sea Lord pursuant to OCTAGON decisions 
- I will direct him to report with British Pacific Fleet to 
you for duty and that subsequent allocations of his forces 
including any that may be assigned to Kinkaid to support 
MacArthur’s operations will result from directives issued by 
me and implemented by you in the same manner as United States 
Fleet matters are handled. 

13 1654 COMINCH AND CNO to CINCPOA 


PERSONAL FOR NIMITZ ^ROH KING . Following for your informa¬ 
tion in connection discussions with Admiral Eraser. At 
OCTAGON we received the assurance of the British Chiefs of 
Staff that the British Fleet in the Pacific would be "balanced 
and self supporting". At CCTA.GON and in subsequent discus¬ 
sion I have pressed the British as to the necessity of their 
providing the supporting elements required for their combatant 
forces both shore based and afloat. Para. The suggestion 
has now been made by the British that we "pool resources" in 
the Pacific. I do not agree with the use of this term in 
describing the manner in which the British and U. S. forces 
will be supported. I desire it to be understood that the 
British Fleet shall be supported by British resources and 
that they should put into the Pacific such supporting elements 
as are required for the combatant forces sent into the 
theater. This does not imply that U. 3. supporting elements 
cannot be used for the British nor that British supporting 
elements cannot be used for U. S. This will be done wholly 
at the discretion of the Area Commander. Para. The point 
I wish clearly made is that the term "balanced and self 
supporting" shall be realistic and not repeat not mere words. 

A good example lies in the preparations for the OVERLORD 
operation in which we provided the complete support afloat 
and ashore for U. S. forces including repair, supply, manning, 
and equipping of bases etc. The British likewise made pro¬ 
visions for their forces. These provisions having oeen made, 
allocation of facilities from 1 service to the other, as 

from time to time became necessary and feasible, followed. 
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15 0215 THIS IS TOP SECRET : C0M3RDFLT to CINCPAC Info COMAF 

5 ~ FAR EASTERN AIRFORCE LEYTE; 00M7TH FLEET; CIKCSO - 

■VS3PAC; CTF 77 - ADVANCE HEADQUARTERS 30..ESPAC - CTF 38: 

No Bogies last night. Bat Hecklers worked on all enemy 
fields and some shipping till night. Analysis will not 
be completed until after withdrawing on loth but about 
200 planes destroyed yesterday on ground. Continuous 
CAP over enemy fields worked perfectly yesterday and 
being repeated today. Shipping worked over in spare 
time with good results to be reported separately. 

Expect repeat tomorrow unless MacArthur signified our 
assistance not needed. 


13 2226 ARNOLD to MAC ARTHUR; EAR.-ON Info LB MAY, CIKCPOA: 

— T O T SBORET w WARX 76699. Unfavorable v/eather forecast 
over southern Japan until 19 December precludes 
performance by 20th Bomber Command of operations 
schedules in support of L-3. At earliest date weather 
permits scheduled operations will be performed. Recon 
sorties requested will be performed on schedule. 
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15 0514 ..VEDEiEYER to MAOARTHUR : NIMITZ Info CHENHAULT: 

^OI CHORF 1 ? . Begun on 13 December was Fourteenth \ir 
Force sea reconnaissances asked for by URAD CX 53259 
December 2. See Chennaults CAKX 2286 December 12 for 
details area covered. Request verification of designa¬ 
tion of 3 Day so that we may be sure of initiation of 
support to oe given as outlined in "Fivesome" Agreement. 
Sea reconnaissances now under way will be changed to 
area shown in inciosure B of Fivesome ngre ment and will 
start on 3 - 15. Strike Mission Planned in support of 
fivesome area. A. 1 Bight mission HONGKONG area against 
air fields. B. In HONGKONG- a, NTON area 2 daylight 
strikes with fighter support against airfields.” C. 2 
daylight strikes. 1 Each against TAIKOO Dry Dock 
installation and tne Royal Navy Yard using fighter 
support. D. If photo recon indicates profitable target. 

1 Daylight strike against airfields in HONGKONG vicinity 
otherwise against Royal Navy Yard or TAIKOO Docks A 
repeat mission. S. Against shipping nightly LAB strikes 
along south China Coast. F. In HONGKONG Harbor 3 mining 
missions we will do. G. 30 B-25 sorties along China 
Coast against shipping in FORMOSA STRAITS north to 
WSNJHOnY. H. Minor supporting missions of photographs 
and strafing by supporting aircraft are other activities 
included. Para. It is presumed in accordance with 2 F 
(2)Paragraph of Fivesome Agreement strikes aimed at 
shipping in FORMOSA STRAITS and attack on Naval installa¬ 
tions in HONGKONG area will be phased as coordinated 
between CINCPOA and China Theater Commancer. Against 
airfields installations our strikes will have to be 
timed more or less to support our attacks on Naval 
installations. Para. This part for Nimitz. At this time 
Query can any datum relative to S Day be designated 
for our HONGKONG strikes or will our own phasing be 
satisfactory end Query. In either event weather in a 
large measure will control. 

15 0009 MARSHALL to MAC ARTHUR Info NIMITZ: 

HANDLE • A3 Nil- ITZ ONLY . THIS 13 TOP SECRET . 

The broad outline of initial reporting and Command 
setup is contained in CKO Radio DTG 131253 December 
1944, Info copy having been furnished you and Commander 
Seventh Fleet (Reference your radio C54700 dated 11 
December 1944). Amplifying instructions and further 
details will be transmitted shortly. Operational schedule 
and dates of arrival in your area will be communicated 
to you when determined. Such coordination as is necessary 
for operations enroute by British Fleet units will be 
effected with you. British Fleet Units tnat may be 
allocated to the Command of Admiral Kinkaid will be under 
your command and direction in the same manner as °nited 
States Fleet units are now handled. 
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13 0520 B0MC0M 21; OOLOEKAAFPOA to DEP30M AF 20 Info OOHAF 20: 
CINCPOA: COMGBNPOAT (Continued) 


90.13 - 1545 

FURIOUS 

- Takasaki Area, Nakajima 
Aircraft Co.,Koizumu 
Plant. 

90.20 - 194 

HESITATION 

- Nagoya A.rea, Mitsubishi 
Aircraft /forks. 

90.20 - 1729 

KIDNEYEEAN 

- Nagoya .Area, Aichi 
Aircraft Works, Eitoku 
Plant. 

90.17 - 1682 

LADYBIRD 

- Tokyo Area, Tama Plant, 
location unknown - 
See 130230 Dec.Top-Sec. 

£. SECONDARY 

AND LAST RESORT 

TARGETS: 


I 


TOKYO 

MEETINGHO' 

NAGOYA 

MICROSCOPE 

OSAKA 

PSACHBLOW 

KAWASAKI 

RAILING 

YOKOHAMA 

REED BIRD 

KOBE 

3AP3UCKER 

KURE 

HICKEY 

HIROSHIMA 

ILLOGICAL 

YOKOSUKA 

KEYWAY 

NIIGAOUH 

LAMBSKIN 

MOBEOKA 

RAFFLING 


Note: The letters "P" and "U" will he used as 

suffixes to codewords on secondary and last 
resort targets to designate "Port” and/or 
"Urban" area. 

3. The code words set forth in this message will 
henceforth be used instead of those set forth 
in our Telecon FN-09-23. 
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14 0220 COMGEN 20; D5PC0KAF 20 to COMGEKBONCOr: 21 Info 
Oil pro A; CCA GEMPCA: 


' TOP OESRgS- Following are the code words of the 20th 
Bomber Command Operations: 


TARGETS 

CODES 

BANGKOK 

CAPACIOUS 

MANKO'vV 

ALFJPIOSE 

HONGKONG 

CHIMMEY SWEEP 

SINGAPORE 

PILICAN 

SAIGON 

PURIFICATOR 

SINGAPORE(Mining) 

REPEATEDLY 

OMORA 

HJNCHBERRY 

TACHIARI 

OPENHOUSE 

KEELUKG 

OUTRANGE 

NAG-A3AKI 

PROPULSION 

TAKAO 

SEVERITY 

AN3HAN 

RITUALIST 

YA.VATA 

ADMEASURE 

MOULMEIN 

SUCROSE 

NANKING-PUKO W 

AliGELIC 


13 0520 BOMCOM 21; JOMGENAAFPOA to DSFCOM AF 20 Info COMAF 20: 

cincfoa; comgenpoa: 

TCP SECRET . Subject assignment of Mission Code ,/ords 
References: (A) Telecon Mesg Fn-09-23 (Top Secret) 

(B) Telcon Mesg S-ll-6 (Secret) 

1. Pursuant to instructions contained in Telecon 
Reference (B) above, Mission Code lords have been 
assigned as follows: 


PRIMARY TARGETS 

• 

• 

90.17 - 357 

ENKINDLE 

- Tokyo Area, Nakajima 
Aircraft, Musashino 
Plant. 

90.20- 193 

ERADICATE 

- Nagoya Area,Mitsub¬ 
ishi Aircraft engine 
works. 

90.25 -1547 

FOREDOOM 

- Osaka -Area, Kirwasaki 
Aircraft Company. 

90.13 -1544 

FRACTION 

- Takasaki, Nakajima 
Aircraft Co.New Ota 
plant. 

90.20 - 240 

FRUITCAKE 

- Nagoya Area, Kawasaki 


24 Aircraft works, 

Ivagamigahara Plant. 
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14 0923 CINGPOA to CO^V/DAREA Info COMGENPOA: CTG 94.14.; 

IS COM PSLSLIU; COMGEN 24TH CORPS; OOMSOP iC: CINC SV/PAu 

COMG3N 815T INF PIVT -- 


For the purpose of clarifying future discussions the 
relief of the 81st InfDiv from PALAU will be considered 
in 3 phases: Phase 1. Transfer of 322nd RCT to NEW 
CALEDONIA. Now being accomplished. Para. Phase 2. 
Transfer of remainder 8st InfDiv less 321st Inf Regt ( 
Reinf). .accomplish phase 2 as directed my dis 221003 
and 280403 except that 1138th Engr Combat Group, 
including 52nd, 154th and 155th Engr Bns will be 
transferred with 8st Div and shipped NE,7 CALEDONIA 
instead of LEYTE (This answers ComGenPOA Dis 080153 
^not to all or needed). Para. Phase 3» Relief of 321st 
Inf Regt (ReinF). In this connection ComGenPOA dis 
110627 not to all or needed proposes to utilize 
111th Inf Regt reinforced with 1 Tank Destroyer Bn, 

1 Amphibious Tractor Bn. This will provide 1 AmTrac 
Bn in lieu of 1 AmTrac Co and 1 AmTank Co proposed 
by you and also contemplates Engineer Co and Medical 
Co be withdrawn. AmTank Medical and Engineer Cos 
urgently required for subsequent operation. Your 
comment on this projiosed ga rison Force requested. 
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15 2315 MARSHALL. COMGEUPOto RICHARDSON Info CIKCFOA : 

THIS I3-T©?-SSeR3¥* WAR-77866-15th. Paragraph 1... 

Based on assumed German defeat and subsequent redeployment 
effective as of 31 March 45, and further based on 
operations approved for planning purposes is JCS 924/8, 
copy of which was forwarded to you by courier # 4490, 

Under cover of Memo, Subject: "Operations for the 
defeat of Japan", dated 1 December 44, the following 
major units, with corresponding strengths for air, 
ground, and service, are being considered for POA: 

As of 31 March 45, 21 Air Groups and 6 Divisions: 

As of 30 June 45, 1 armored Division, 8 other divisions, 
and 41 Air Groups; as of 30 September 45, 1 Armored 
Division, 21 other divisions and 62 Air Groups; As of 
31 December 45, 5 Armored Divisions, 27 other divisions 
and 80 Air Groups; As of 31 March 46 and 30 June 46, 

Same divisions and 98 Air Groups/ As of 30 SEPTEMBER 
46, Same divisions and 109 Air Groups. Paragraph 2.. 
Corresponding ceiling strengths as of 30 September 
46 are 593300 for Army Air Force Type Units, 921900 
for Army Ground Force Type Units and 475600 For Army 
Service Force Type Units. Paragraph 3.. Desire that 
you prepare troop basis listing type units desired to 
meet the 30 September 46, ceiling strengths. x our 
reply should be placed in similar format to the 
troop basis schedule worksheets which you filled in and 
forwarded to operations division in letter, your file 
AG320.2/91, Subject: "Ground and Service Troop schedule 
in consonance with JCS 521/6, assumption "B". Desire 
that you furnish, on worksheets prepared in your Hdqts, 
an initial troop basis listing the type unit, T/0 number, 
unit aggregate strength, number of units, and total 
strength for each type unit. Desire that initial 
report be dispatched to 0PD from your headquarters 
later than 23 December 44. Paragraph 4... Desire that 
a subsequent report be prepared programming your unit 
and strength increases by months from 31 March 44 
to 30 September 46. Subsequent report should also 
be keyed as of 30 September 46 to celling strengths 
indicated in paragraph 2 above and should be dispatched 
to Open tions Division_from your headquarters not later 
than 30 December 44. Program schedule desired will 
be of great importance in planning for unit withdrawal 
from Mediterranean and European Theaters after defeat 
of Germany and shipment to your area. 

17 0135 00MGENAAFP0A to CII CPOA Info OOMGSNPOA. COIRA/DAREACEITTPAC . 
ISCGK3 GUAM, TINT.IT and 3AIPAH. 

SACRJ g- . Original plan for Operation 4 VLR Groups 
from each occupied island in the MARIANAS will be 
adhered to unless hostile air operations necessitate 
the temporary dispersion of a portion of the 73rh 
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JC: .GANAAZPOA to JINJIO., Ir.fo COMGSIiPGA. COUF'./DARBACglTTPAC 

13 jo:: 3 OU.l., • and JAIPAN. (Continued) 

Bombardment ,»ing. Present indications are that additional 
VLR Groups will be committed to the Pacific Ocean 
Areas, and it is strongly recommended that no Change be 
made in present plans to provide facilities for a 
minimum of 4 VLR Groups on TINIAN and 4 VLR Groups 
on GUAM. Strips number 5 and 6 on TINIAN will permit 
the staging of GUAM based groups as required, and 
allow temporary dispersion when necessitated by enemy 
action. These strips will also provide bases for 
augmentation when approved. 
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13 0510 C0K3RDFLT to CINCPAC Info COMAIRPAC, 


DECLASSIFIED 

CTF 38: 



-TO? , 'n-J Sggp. . The very remarkable success of 14-16 
December operations in completely smothering all enemy 
air in LUZON and at same time inflicting good damage 
on shipping indicates desirability of earliest possible 
establishment of 2-type CV complement (a) Fighters 
(B) planes capable of carrying torpedoes or bombs.- 
For operations in prospect. Recognizing inability 
obtain any substantial increase in fighters prior to 
departure for next operation recommend CV and CVL 
fighter pilot complements be bolstered up by making 
every possible qualified fighter pilot (up to 150$) 
available to CTF 38 prior to 30 December SC that 
greater number of sorties per fighter may be flown 
during protracted operations in support of M-l. 


16 2045 CNO (DNI) to CCHINCH Info CINCPAC. COMKQRPAC ♦ 


TO r- SEO RSgL Following is extracted from AMC0N VLAD 
122320 to ALUSNA MOSCOW giving report of conference 
with Vice xdm Frolov Chief of Staff Red Navy Pac 
Fleet. 0JJ0TE Soviet fighter planes and antiaircraft 
batteries are now ready to repel surprise Jap air 
attack. Adm concerned lest some outlying crew may 
mistake U3 plane for Jap. Pending further official 
info on fields and approach instructions he suggested 
all planes which must land on soviet soil should 
approach any known field directly at less than 1000 
meters or well below cloud ceiling over Soviet 
Territory. Planes should follow escort fighters 
which may come aloft to guide and prevent mistakes 
by Soviet Gunners. Plane should circle field in wide 
circles about 4 times before landing. 


17 1101 CINC3./PA MAC ARTHUR to C X'3RDFLT Info C0HALLISD NAVAL 
FOR CSS; COXSILISD AIR FORCES; CINCPOA: C0MF3AF 

(LEYTE ) . 


- T ri - IS Is frOL SEORET - sReference my CX 54370 time group 
041230 and my CX 54908 time group 151516, request 3rd 
Fleet strike LUZON Airfields and shipping on U(/ 4), 
U(/5), and U(/6) to cover reenforcement echelon 
scheduled to arrive UBI qUS early morning U(/7). 
Further request 3rd Fleet be prepared to strike 
Japanese Naval Forces, 3ee CTF 77*s 170108, witiin 
range, if subsequent reconnaissance indicates 
practicability. 


17 2318 


C0M3RDFLT to CINCSWPA Info CINCPAC.COMFSAF. C0MAF5 . 

CTF 77. CT? 38. 


■ ¥0P 3 ' FORgik . Have been unable to dodge storm which so 
far has prevented refueling. Your CX 55010 (171101). 
Unable to strike U /4. Will advise later as to 
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17 2318 C0M3RDFLT to CINCS.vPA Info CINCPAC. COMFEAF. COMAE 5. 
ST? 77, OTF "3o". ( Conti rl^dT 

capabilities for U / 5- As final count for 3 days 
ending loth was 270 planes destroyed 192 definitely 
damaged and many others strafed enemy air effort 
should be badly crippled . Force will have to head 
for base evening of U / 6 in order prepare for M-l. 

17 2333 C0M3EDFLT to CINCPAC Info GTF 38. 


• TOr See my 172318 to MacArthur. Baffling 

storm pursues us. Estimated noon 1 (-9) position 
18th latitude 14-13 N, longitude 127-40 E. Not 
yet refuelled. Proceeding south looking for better 
weather. 


17.2352 CINCPOA to C QUENCH: 

'1,1 1.j 13 T0P- 33ORS¥ - . Para, 1. My views concerning 
wuestions raided in .7ARX-74788 (091431) are briefly 
as follows. I consider that the invasion tine schedule 
of JC3 924/8 is now impracticable unless an immediate 
collapse of Germany is followed by a relaxation of the 
Japanese will to resist which is most unlikely. Para.2. 
My plans for expansion of holdings in the RYUKYUS which 
are now being developed are neceasarily dependent on the 
timing and rapidity of transfer of troops from the 
European Theater. Phase 2 of ICEBERG involves completion 
of control of OKINAWA and occupation of IE SHIMA. 

Phase 3 involves occupation of MIYAKO .TIMA, KUME, 

ICIKAI and also for Lor an purposes a site in OEINO 
DAITO JIMA. Para 3. My serial 000153 of 21 Nov 
submitted outline of LONGTOM Plan and my concept of 
operations after ICEBERG to create conditions pre¬ 
requisite for invasion of JAPAN. Para.4. My serial 
000162 of 10 Dec submitted revised plan (KEELBL0CE3 2) 
for North Pacific Operations. Para 5. Do not favor 
operations against HAINAN or HOKKAIDO. 

18 1220 CINC3.7PA MAC ARTHUR to COI.IAAF Info 0QK3RDFLT: COM ALLIED 
NAVAL F0RGE3, (,7A3AT0H) . CONGZN 5TH AIR FORCE; OTF 77 . 

— TOP p EGRET A Reference Commander 3rd Fleet’s 172318Z. 

3rd Fleet unable to attack LUZON targets U /4. LUZON 
area open to Allied Air Forces for bombing on that day. 
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19 0100 C0M3RDFLT to CIKC3WPA Info CINCPAC. CTF 77. 00MF5AF. 

CGHAF 5. ~~ - - 



TGI SHARDS . Intend strike LUZON predawn U Plus 6 
Which is earliest possible. 


19 0111 


19 0222 


C0M3RDFLT to CINC.30VQ3PAC Info COMFEAF. COIiAF 5. CON ¬ 

TACTOR 38," sik:pac7 

g cr - SECRET ♦ Advise earliest S7KN and if MINDORO 
Fields can be used for staging 3rd Fleet Carrier Planes 
in event enemy surface forces approach PHILIPPINES. 

Such staging would greatly extend range of our VT. 


C0M3RDFLT to CINCFAC Info OINCSOWESFAC. CTF 77. 

CTF 38 . - 


CTO 30.9 . 


"’■ TCP SECRET . Typhoon Center passed 30 miles north of 
Fleet Guide midday 18th. Tracked by 3M Radar. Gusts 
to 93 knots Fleet took beating. TABB3RBR (DE 1 + 18 ) reports 
HULL (DD350) capsized with little warning at 1030 I 
(-9) only 10 enlisted survivors at time of report. 

Several other stragglers still unreported. MATAGO 
towing disabled JICARILLA to ULITHI. MONTEREY, C0.7PEN3, 
3AN JACINTO being sent in to ULITHI for survey of 
damage and repairs. Estimate now MONTEREY will be 
sent PEARL result of serious hanger deck fire which 
broke out during heavy rolling. DYSON, LAWS, BENHAM, 
HICIvOX, AYLY.TN, TABBERER with assorted derangements 
will escort cripples. Para. Fueling now proceeding in 
clear weather latitude 12 longitude 129. Strike 
intentions and movements of cripples in separate 
despatches. 

19 0605 COM 3RD FLT to -CINCPAC Info COMAIRPAC, C0MTASKF0RCE 38 

— S AP -SECRET Planned operations in support of Ml will 
require Task Force 38 sortie ULITHI afternoon December 
30. Anticipate night operations will play an important 
role in this operations both in offense and in an 
offensive defense of own forces. Refer ComAirPac 
170124. Urgently renuest that departure ENTERPRISE 
and BATAAN be expedited to permit joining at ULITHI 
by 30 December or at sea on the ULITHI FORMOSA line by 
dawn 2 January both east longitude dates. 

19 0933 C0M3RDFLT to CIK0P0A Info CTF 38 

This is -u- t r- -n :r. See my 190930 to Mac Arthur for 
proposed strike plan to cover Ml. Referring to Joint 
Staff Study INDUCTION now consider' entry into CHINA SEA 
will depend on development of a favorable reasonable and 
profitable situation. Contemplate pnoto strike on 
OKINAWA during I'll only if general situation warrants it, 
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19 C933 (continued) 

otherwise do it after release from Ml and before return¬ 
ing to base. New subject Please advise 20th and 11th 
Air Forces of 3rd Fleet strikes as appropriate. 

19 1006 cinoiAJ to cor 7Tr fleet info comince comsubpac 
cinq 3. .pa ciroFP? 

■ T O P- SECRET . Your comment is requested as to the 
feasibility of basing in the Southwest Pacific the 10 
Eritish submarines with depot ship ADAMANT now at 
CEYLON. This flotilla could be available in January 
for allocation to your operational control. Tae 
submarines consist of 6 T Class 3 3 Class and 1 minelayer. 

19 o930 CON 3RD FLT to ClFCSOVQoPAC Info ADV ECH GHC. 3</PA, 

CII! CPC A, COM ALLIMJ FORCES, CO'. AllIMP AIR FORCES, 

CTF 38 1 CTF 77. COM 7TII FLEET, COM FEAF. 

— T O P SEOR jffP-. hill comply general procedure but exact 
adherence schedule requested in your OX-51135 (06G159Z) 
not practicable owing refueling requirements. In order 
best interdict enemy air effort at most critical M—1, 
propose encore FORMOSA 3-6, S-5, refuel S-l, strike 
LUZON 3-3, strike LUZON or FORMOSA S-2, Refuel S-l, 
strike FORMOSA S day. Para. Strikes after S Day to be 
as necessarv to prevent enemy air interference with M-l 
from NANSEI SHOTO-FORMOSA-NORTIIERN LITZON-CHINA coast 
area subject to tactical limitations of fuel endurance, 
our strength, and physical endurance of pilots. After 
3 Day Com 3rd Fleet will initiate operations that 
appear necessary to prevent enemy interference and will 
assume that CINCSWPA will make recommendations and re¬ 
quests in the premise as the situation develops. 

Compliance by Com 3rd Fleet with requests for use of 
fast carrier planes in direct support of landings or 
as CAP for ships at objective will undoubtedly be 
impracticable/ Para. 3rd Fleet will strike by air or 
otherwise enga/e any threatening enemy surface force 
within reach. Para. As necessary self protection measure 
desire freedom to attack any LUZON 0ID0D3 on LUZON 
strike days making earl iest notification but wituout 
waiting for prior coordinating arrangements and will 
assume your approval unless otherwise advised. Para. 

//ill request CINCPQA advise 20th and 14th Air Forces 
of proposed 3rd Fleet strike schedule if you concur. 

Please advise earliest if forgoing plan satisfactory 

19 1245 CTF 94 to CIKCP0A Info CTF 93. C0NGZNAAFPCA, COM 3RD FLT, 
CCMCKUDlEV 5. 

—Am planning bombardment or IW0 JIMA by 
CruDiv 5 on December 24 and 27 coordinated with augmented 
bombing of IV0 and CHICHI by Strategic Air Force. 

Cruisers to use 5 allowance each mission. 2463 
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19 2036 CPUNCH CKO to CINCFOA. 


DECLASSIFIED 


TOF '.~H0rtS¥». Your 172316 is reference. As indicated in 
my IOI 303 of June on 6 March 1944 the Joint Chiefs of 
Staff approved the recommendations contained in para¬ 
graphs 5 and 6 of JCS 741. This paper approved the- 
interchange of information on the planning level between 
the Joint Staff Planners in Washington and the Joint 
Planning Staff of Area and Theater Commanders. It also 
provided that the contents be the reports. Studies. 

Plans and messages exchanged between planning staffs 
under this authority should not be considered as having 

approved status nor as binding on any command or % agency. 

It further specified that the messages be properly 
identified in order to be distinguishable as planning 
messages. Experience has indicated the necessity and the 
workability of this arrangement. It is recognized tnat 
the Joint Staff Planners in Washington being responsible 
to the Joint Chiefs of Staff, are in a somewhat different 
status than the Joint Planning Staff of an'area or theater 
commander who are responsible only to such commander. 

It is essential to their work in lor^; range planning 
that they have the benefit of the views of the theater 
and area planners. These contacts with SWPA and CINCPOA 
are particularly necessary to facilitate the joint 
exploration of availability of and planning for resources 
as a basis for recommendations to the Joint Chiefs of 
Staff. It is not intended that the planning staff of an 
area or theater commander should be in any way responsible 
to tne planning staff of a higher echelon of command the 
sole purpose of the arrangement being to further the 
interchange of tnought and of information which is 
necessary for advance planning. This in effect is a 
substitute for staff conferences which are not practicable 
because of the distances separating the various head¬ 
quarters. Your personal approval or clearance of plan¬ 
ning messages from your area is a matter for your 
discretion however it is necessary that such messages 
be identified as messages pertaining to this system of 
exchange of information and should contain the expression 
"this is a planners message for the Joint Staff Planners 
in Washington”. 


19 2240 ARNOLD to LEMAY HANSEL! Info HARMON UCARTHUR NIMITZ 
'.TKDEI'ICYLR. 

" TOP •p ECRM 1 -. WARX 79336. Operations following will be 
obhduotea by 20th Air Force in support of M-l. This is 


confirmation anu represents no change in agreed operations 
except for dates whicn have been adjusted to present 
S-Day a 20th Bomber Command will conduct 10 reconnais¬ 
sance sorties of major airfields on KYUSHU and western 
sea approaches to KYUSHU from December 23tu to January 


2464 














19 2240 (continued) 

4th B 20tn Bomber Command will maintain 5 reconnaissance 
sorties on call December 25th to January ^th. Sorties 
will be directed from Headquarters 20tn Air Force C 2oth 
Bomber Command will continue attacks on major air 
installations on KYUSHU to the limit of logistical 
capabilities D 20th Bomber Command will attack TACHIARAI 
Air Depot January 6th E 20th Bomber Command will attack 
raiELUNG HARBOR January otn F 21st Bomber Command will 
continue daily pnoto reconnaissance of major AKINAWA 

airfields December 25oii to December 29th inclusive and 
on December 31st and will maintain sustained attack on 

major aircraft engine plants on HONSHU. Para. The 
following operations will be conducted by 20tn Air Force 
in support of DETACHIviENT A 20th Bomber Command will 
sustain the attack on major air installations on KYUSHU 
to the limit of logistical capabilities B 21st Bomber 
Command will intensify attack on major aircraft engine 
factories on HONSHU. Para 20th and 21st Bomber Commands 
will be prepared to conduct additional reconnaissance 
which this headquarters may direct. 

20 0257S C0HGENAAFP0A to CTF 93 Info CINCP0A CTF 94 COM 3RD FLEET 

cr.upiv 5 bomco:. 21/ - 

AAFPOA 106l6 ^(tl '-M In coordination with CruDiv 5 

bombardment as outlined CTF 94 message 191245 GCT 
execute maximum effort B 24 strikes against IWO JIMA 
and CHICHI JIMA on 24 ana 27 Dec. P 38 sweep may be 
included at your discretion but only if bot.. route and 
target weather good. Coordinate with CTF 94 and conform 
to his desires with respect to timing. ComBom 21 
participation if any nut yet determined. 
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19 2205 COMINCH AND CNO to CINCPOA. 

— 



'iti 1 CACRET-. First paragraph of your 

190752 concurred in. As to second paragraph if 
the provision that British shall furnish at MANUS 
adequate facilities to support tneir own fleet and 
aircraft is included in tne agreement I concur that 
you tell admiral Fraser that when they are ready to 
move up from AUSTRALIA you will arrange ior him to 
use MANUS as an ancnorage and for his carrier 
replacement groups on a "not to interfere basis". 

This is therefore contingent upon the prospective 
provision of most if not all required fleet facilities 
in LEYTE. I suggest that agreement be in writing 
as a matter of record for possible future reference. 


19 0752 CINCPOA to COLIINCH. 


NIMITZ TO KING ONLY. T OP DFOr fr ^ 1 -. In my conference 
of yesterday and today with Admiral Fraser it develops 
that the Admiralty has made no provision for shore 
establishments other than Mobile Naval Air Base 
(IvIONAB) . He proposes to use a headquarters ship 
possibly LOTHIAN. Such an arrangement would have 
many advantages and would relieve tne predicament 
in which he is placed by my informing him that we 
would not provide him with a shore establishment 
including communications housing boats and motor 
cars. New Subject. He is pressing for the use 
of MANUS as an anchorage and as a location for his 
carrier replacement aircraft and personnel. 

Stating that ESPIRITU SANTO is much too far from the 
combat area. I concur to the extent that if his 
fleet is to enter the Pacific it will be of most 
use if it augments the carrier forces available to 
me and has its train and replacements reasonably 
accessible to tne area of operations north of the 
line MARIANAS-PALAU-LEYTE. For tnis reason request 
concurrence in telling him that I will arrange for 
his use of ftlANUS as an ancnorage and for his carrier . 
replacement groups in the same manner as for mine 
and on a "not to interfere" basis. Para. It seems 
clear that the earliest appearance of 4 carriers 
2 battleships and screen will be in mid March by 
which time my neeus at MANUS will be decreased by 
the availability of LEYTE GULF and presumably 
Kincaids needs will be similarly decreased. Request 
early reply. 
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20 0049 CINCPOA to C0M5THFLT CINC BFF Info COMINCH. 


TCP SECRET . In view possibility of employment of a 
British Carrier Task Force in ICEBERG request 
exploratory discussions be conducted prior to 
departure CIRC EPF from PEARL. 

21 0430 CTF 93 to CTU 93.1.1: CO 38thFi?hter Gr: CTG 92.2: 

OTG 93.3 (CO VD-5 GUAM); Info CTF 94: CTG 94.9; 

CTG 17.7: CTU 94./:.!; CTU 94.4.2; CTU 30.5.3: 21st 

BO! X'C:.; CIICCPQA; CGHGEITAAFPOA; 

This is my OpOrder 3-44. 2 Coordinated surface and air 
attacks ar to be made on I.i/0 LIMA. 1st Attack on 24* 
December called RGCKCRU3HER 1. 2nd Attack on 2? December 
called ROCKCRU.JHER 2 similar to 1st unless otherwise 
advised. TG 94*9 with 3 cruisers and 6 destroyers 
shells 1300 to 1350. 21 BomCom may attack after 1415 if 
sufficient aircraft become available. TF 93 attacks 
in coordination with other forces. CTU 93.1.1 with 
maximum number P-38 aircraft attack I',VO LIMA at 1015 
destroying enemy aircraft in air and on ground making 
main effort against airfield number 2. Make arrange¬ 
ments with 21st BomCom who will furnish 3 navigational 
escorts. CTG 93.2 with minimum of 4 heavy bomber 
squadrons attack and destroy airfields and air installa¬ 
tions IL0 LIMA from 1100 to 1300. With 2 squadrons 
attack and destroy airfield and air installations at 
CHICHI LIMA at 1145. Provide spotting aircraft for 
CTG 94.9 as reauired. CTG 93.3 take vertical photos 
1.70 at 10000 feet or above for damage assesment after 
1500 both days. If clouds prevent photos at 10000 
feet photo coverage may be omitted. Escorts will not 
be available. All units this force effect necessary 
coordination with other units direct. Submit Dumbo 
requirements to CTF 93. CTG 94.9 available rescue 
service along their tracks and will listen on CTG 93.2 
strike frequency plus standard air sea rescue frequencies. 
My Op 2-44 remains in effect except that on 22,23,25, 

26, 28 and 29 December strike required by paragraph 
1 B 3 may be made with 1 squadron only. Communications 
accordance CentCom 2 and Pac 70 A. All times this 
order K (-11). CTF 93 at SAIPAN. 
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21 0243 GirCPAC to OCNINCII and CNO . 

This is TCP-^ S^ -. My understanding with CINGBPF 
relative to fuel is that he will take up with the 
British Admiralty the question of the source of 
fuel for the British Pacific Fleet and the method 
of its delivery to the Eritish Fleet Tankers at 
advanced anchorages. In this connection attention 
is invited to UNO serial 0210312 of 12 June 1944 
with which CinOEPF is apparently not familiar. 

Recommend early action to terminate agreements 
which by paragraph 6 continue to be effective. 

21 1743 COllNAVGROUP (HINA to CINCPAC Info C0M3U3PAC: 

~ * ?CP ' SECRE T- . 20th EomCom has notified ComNavGroup China 
as follows: Search operations begin 25 December until 4 
January with 2 sorties per day. Sector A ./estern Sea 
approaches and Major Airfields within latitudes 33-55 
North. Sector B 33-05 North and 32-15 North. Sector 
C 32-15 North and 31-10. Sector C will be covered 
daily others every other day alternating. If weather 
prevents photography on return route plane will let 
down when 50 miles off Empire Mainland to permit 
visual search. Planes will broadcast signtings in 
effective CSP 1270 using 3280 ECS and call sign COO. 
Distress will be in the clear. BomCom requests 
CinCPAd send all pertinent data on enemy war and 
merchant shipping dispositions in KYUSHU area together 
with possible friendly forces nearby and any other 
useful infor; ation. Flight reference point for entire 
operation DAKJ0 GUNT0 32 North 128-20 east. Code 
word LEGLESS LADY. Jill submarines in area maintain 
intercept watch. 
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December (GOT) 

22 0406 CTF 77 to CINCPAC info CINCSWPA. COMINCH, CINC BRITISH 

pacific Fleet 1 , comsubpac. comsubsowespaC[ coi^iteFtT . 

TOP SECRET 1 . Dutch British and U.S. submarines now at 
XAEOVONTRE utilize full facilities of that port. Ad- 
ditional submarines cannot be based there. Darwin is 
only reasonably satisfactory and is not recommended 
as base for British submarines and tender your 191006. 
Brisbane is too far removed from submarine operating 
areas. Recommend transfer of ADAMANT and accompanying 
submarines be deferred until additional submarine base 
facilities available in western Philippines. 

21 0833 CINCSWPA to C0M3RDFLT info COMDR ALLIED NAVAL FORCES . 

COMDR ALLIED AIR FORCES. CTF 3^, COMDR 7TH tfLT. CINCPOA. 

COMDR 3RD ^T. ^ 

TOP GEORMS plan your 190930 GCT for 3rd Fleet cover 
and support/of M 1 concurred in. 3rd Fleet is free to 
strike across the dividing line when worthwhile. Targets 
are divided merely by notification and without waiting 
for coordination. This rule is general and applies 
equally to the allied air forces. Maximum warning will 
be given by each air force to the other whenever practi¬ 
cable. 

21 2105 CINCPOA to DEPCOM 20TH AIR FORCE info C0M3RDFLT. CINCSWPA 

— TOP SECRET . Subject is photo reconnaissance OKINAWA by 
21st Bomber Command. Request daily photo reconnaissance 
S minus 10 to S Day inclusive. Reconnaissance dispatch 
reports and interpretations to Com3rdFLT, CTF 38, CTG’s 
38.1, 38.2 and 38.3. 
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(GOT) 

ARNOLD to LBI.IAY, HAN3ELL Info HARMON. KACARTHUR. NIMITZ. 

WBDEMEYER, OIEVOo: 

WARX 80998 TO! SECRET . At the request of OINCPOA, the 
directive to the 21st Bomber Command as stated in para 
F of WARX 79536 is changed to read as follows: 21st 
Bomber Command will continue daily photo reconnaissance 
of major OKINAWA Airfields from 25th December to 9th 
January inclusive and will maintain sustained attack on 
major aircraft engine plants on HONSHU. 

CINC EAST IND to ADMIRALTY. N AC SPA. CINCBFF. CS'.vT RNLU 

DELHI, AGNB 3ZEIF KAN DY, Info VA BPF, VA 3 RAA BPF. 

?0 AC A HI: 

■ T0P -^ E0D3 T> . Part 2 final my 221214 GCT. Part 1 is 
221139 (5) surprise achieved. No fighters encountered 
(6) PM 20th Fighters attacked airfields in SABANG Area 
and small craft off ULSELHOE (7) own surface forces not 
located by enemy (3) about 6 twin engine bombers seen 
MEDAN Airfields. None seen north SUMATRA Airfields (9) 
leather for this operation less favourable than expected 
and with no promise of early imporvement force withdrew 
to rendevous wave King 21st and return TRUWC30A30E 22st 
December (10) No casualties sustained (11) Press 
communique is not being issued yet as enemy's knowledge 
of our strength and dispositions is probably very in¬ 
complete (12) Flak Late. One Sally was intercepted and 
shot down over target area. 

CINC El to ADMIRALTY, HAC3PA, CINQ BPF. C3WP RNLU DELHI. 

AGNB 3ZEIF ICEyTY , V,, BPF, VA 3-RAA BPF. FOACR SI : Also 
Info CIHCPACT 

■ TOP 35CR8¥s Part 1 my 221214Z . Opertation ROBVON. Force 
67 consisting of 7 Destroyers of 27th destroyer flotilla 
and HFA wave king left trincomalee 17th December under 
command of RAA EPF. Object air strike on BANGKALAN 
BIANDAN Oil Refinery (2) After detaching Wave King 18th 
December force proceeded to arrive flying off position 
northward of DIAMOND POINT dawn 20th. (3) Strike of 
28 Avengers 16 Hellcats and 16 Corsairs found BANGKALAN 
BIANDAN totally obscured in cloud and therefore attacked 
harbour warehouses railway yards and oil installations at 
BELA.7AN0DELI (4) Observation of bombing results difficult 
in low cloud and rain but 1 oil tank and petrol tank set 
on fire by fighters. Indomitable Illustrious, Newcastle, 
Argonaut,Black Prince. 
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23 0115 DECOMA? 20 to CINCPOA Info COMAE 20, BOMCOM 21. COMINPAC: 

- TCI' "32-gRg^ . BomCom 21 has been directed initiate plans 
mining operations in general conformance your serial 
000966 with exception such operations will, for planning 
purposes, be scheduled commence about 1 April 45 and 
provide for about 150 to 200 sorties per month. Reur 
serial 000966 consideration will be given to conducting 
mining operations during weather periods which preclude 
normal visual bombing operations to insure minimum 
interference primary mission. Plans prepared by 21 
BomCom will be coordinated with you by this headquarters 
prior to submission to ComAE 20 for approval. Supply 
of munitions and technical advisory personnel has been 
covered in previous correspondence. 

221837 ARNOLD signed MARSHALL to RICHARDSON. HARMON NII.ITZ . 

— ¥01" - jEO RST . Discussion concerning deployment of 8 
additional VLR groups to the Marianas and the speeding 
up of construction of B-29 bases in the Central Pacific 
to accommodate these units on schedule, General Arnold 
and Admiral Towers concluded that 2 additional aviation 
engineer battalions should be sent to Central Pacific 
without their heavy equipment by 15 January. Admiral 
Towers stated that sufficient heavy equipment could be 
furnished by Navy from theater stocks and that he would 
like Navy there to determine availability of shipment 
for the 2 units. General .Arnold is most anxious to do 
everything possible to speed up construction of B-29 
bases and facilities in the Central Pacific to the end 
that we can place maximum weight against JAPAN at earlie¬ 
st possible date. Present plan for shipment of aviation 
engineer battalions to Central Pacific is as follows: 

(A) 5 battalions are scheduled to move from ports of 
embarkation in January. Of these 5 the theater has 
requested that 2 scheduled for H0DE be available early 
January, that 2 scheduled for BIVE be available for 
loading 20 January. Priority established for the unit 
for IRON indicates it will move in late January. (B) 
Movement orders on the above 5 battalions on theater 
request provide that all units be moved with complete 
organization equipment and further provide that the 
units scheduled for BITE and H0DE be combat loaded with 
certain extra maintenance supplies, etc. (C) 1 battalion 
is available 15 March, another available 1 April, both 
minus unit and combined training. (D) 3 battalions 
(colored) have readiness date3 of 1 June and should be 
fully trained. Considering the above would like your 
answers to the following questions: A. Do you recommend 
any changes in the movement orders of the 5 battalions 
scheduled for movement in January. B. Should the battalion 
scheduled for movement in March and the battalion sched¬ 
uled for movement in April move without heavy equipment 
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ARNOLD signed MARSHALL to RICHARDSON. HARMOR. N IIIETZ 

(Pont * d) -- 

under the assumption that the same will be furnished 
by the Navy in the theater. C. :ie can endeavor to make 
the 3 colored battalions now scheduled for movement 
in June available by 1 March if so desired. If they 
move in March they will not have had unit and combined 
training and would have to work alongside an experienced 
battalion. Question can heavy equipment be furnished 
for them in the theater and if so do you recommend 
this be done. 

CINCFOA to COHNAVGROUP CHINA 

ComNavGroup CHINA pass to ComGen 14th AAF. Forces 
under ComThirdFleet will support M-l operation by 
striking FORMOSA 3-6, 3-5. LUZON S-3. LUZON or 
FORMOSA 3-2. FORMOSA on 3 Day. Para. Strikes after 
3 Day as necessary to prevent enemy interference from 
NAN3EI SIIOTO-FORMOSA-Northern LUZON-CHINA Coast area. 
This information should be safeguarded with the 
greatest care. It is for benefit of the High Command 
and should not be disseminated to lower echelons except 
when absolutely essential for specific operations and 
then to the minumum possible extent and at the latest 
possible time. 

ARNOLD to LPMAY AND HAN35LL Info HARMON MACARTHUR 

NIMITZ .'.EDEiTlYER 


■ TGP OHCR - E^ .YARX 81461 DTG 231751Z : Gaze at paragraph 
F 7/ARX 79536 and V/ARX 80998 changed to read as 
follows: 21st Bomber Command will continue daily 
photo reconnaissance of Major ONINA.VA airfields 31 
December to January 9 inclusive and will maintain 
sustained attack on major aircraft engine plants on 
HONSHU 
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23 2318 COM 3RD FIT to CTF 38 Info COHINCH CINCPAC CINCSQV/ESPAC 
CTF 77 CTF 71 COMTEAF CTF 93 CTF 94 COHSUBPAC All, TF 

CCMS AND T.-iSK CROUP COMB ERD FLEET CNAB (O', CM 

This is annex C my Op Plan 23-44. IT T !,., 1:, fiKr f LXR J P . 

Task Force 38 sortie ULITHI prior noon 3-10 proceed to 
arrive fueling rendezvous center area VARNISH at 0600 
3-7 conducting training exercises enroute. On S-7 
fuel all units. Upon completion fueling commence high 
speed run toward FORMOSA. At dawn S-6 in vicinity 
latitude 22-30 long 122-30 commence sustained strikes 
against FORMOSA, strikes to be continued through 5-3. 
Upon completion strikes retire to fueling rendezvous 
latitude 20-00 long 126-00 to arrive 0700 S-4 where 
fuel all ships. After fueling proceed toward LUZON 
where in vicinity latitude 17-30 long 123-30 at dawn 
S-3 commence 1 day sustained strikes on .LUZON area. 

Upon completion strikes commence high speed run to 
northward. At dawn 5-2 in vicinity latitude 22-00 
long 122-30 commence 1 aay of sustained strikes on 
FORMOSA after which retire toward fueling rendezvous 
northwest corner area VARNISH to arrive 0800 S-l where 
fuel all ship's. Upon completion fueling commence high 
speed run to northwest and at dawn S Day in vicinity 
latitude 23-00 long 122-45 commence sustained strikes 
against FORMOSA. Further schedule of operations 
predicated upon contingencies and existing situation. 

All times I (-9) all positions north and east. Para. 
Where dawn strikes are indicated predawn take off of 
limited numbers of strike aircraft encouraged at dis¬ 
cretion ComTaskForce 38. Where sustained strikes on 
area directed employment of continuous target CAP is 
desirable in interest offensive effort and resultant 
defense own forces. In continuation of target CAP 
during darkness maximum practicable use night hecklers 
and intruders will be employed. During strikes on 
FORMOSA sweeps of OKINAWA LIMA within capabilities of 
force are authorized. Strikes on LUZON area 3rd Fleet 
responsiblity nortn of line SANTA CRUZ (17-10 121-25) 
BAGABAG-CAPE ILDEFONSO. With notification CINCSWPA and 
witnou further coordination Task Force 38 free to 
strike across divining line if worthwhile targets 
evident or as necessary protection own forces. Such 
notification CINCSOWESPAC by COM 3RD FLEET. Lifeguard 
submarines will be arranged by separate despatch. Para. 
Through out this operation need for flexibility of scheti 
ule to meet changing situation emphasized and contin¬ 
gency requiring movement into NORTH CHINA SEA must be 
kept in mind 
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24 0648 CINCPOA to COI.IGEN4lRFi.JTAC. COMCENPOA. COMGLNAAFPOA 

cotaaiRpAC , coMGi-.'Nri.j’PAC . comceniotiiarmy, ccmphibsfac . 

Cori-I-KVPAC Info CTG 99.3 CQI GEN3RDF!IIPC0HI'S , CTF 94 

cqi:gen24Thcorps karcqrps cokinch co;.;5TtePLT cfo ’99.2 

CCMSTHPITIBEOR C1F 5 3 f, "TU 99.3.1/ 99.3.2, 99 .T."3. 99.3.4, 

99.3.$, 99.3.6, 99.3.77 --- 

TOP .JljefggPi My 220210 Nov. Commodore Fred D. Kirtland 
designated as Commandant NOB. Col. Charles M Baer, USA, 
designated as OinC Joint Communication Activities. 

Above commanders will be ordered report to IsCom LEGU¬ 
MINOUS for aut^ on 1 Jan 45 or as soon thereafter as prac¬ 
ticable. Para. LyDis 210735 Nov. Brig.Gen. W.J. Wallace 
USMC designated as ^ir Defense Commander LEGUMINOUS. 

Brig.Gen Wallace snoula be ordered to report to Commanaer 
Tactical Air Force for duty at the earliest practicable. 
Para. My dis 300632. MySer 000131 Oct 25. ComGenPOA 
designate officers for duty as Commanders of Army Air 
Fields and ComAirPac designate officers for duty as 
Commanders of Navy and Marine Air Fields and the sea¬ 
plane base. Above Air Field Commanders should be 
oroerec to report for duty at earliest to the IsCom 
LEGUMINOUS lor further assignment to the respective Comman 
ders of Army and Navy Air Bases. Para. My 220210 Nov 
and 30 O 632 Commanders of all garrison units including 
aviation defense construction and service units ' should 
be ordered to report to IsCom LEGUMINOUS at the'earliest 
practicable. Above units on reporting will be assignee 
to appropriate Task Unite Commanders. Units not in 
the immediate vicinity of IsCom LEGUMINOUS should 
report by dispute;.. Para. My 210735- RAam Galvin IT. 

Cobb designated as Commander Naval Forces (CTG 99.1). 

RAcm. Cobb will be ordered to report to ComGen 10th 
Army for above duty on arrival this theater. 

24 2205 DEPCOMAF 20 VIA ARMY AIR FORPACQCFANARFA toCOMAIRFORCE 
2u gist BOMcOI.: I :fr, CINCPOA. 



Si4LL-^rr .C!. ^T: r K The following has been dispatched "muter 
UT ossicle a&nger to the’ security of any joint or 

simultaneous operation by VLR and CINCPOA Forces 
resulting from present 20 Air Force policy of early 
communique releases on B 29 strikes has been discussed 
with CINCPOA who concurs in continuation of present 
announced policy as best security measure with no ref¬ 
erence being made to indicate that B 29 strike is other 
tnan an inuependent operation by the 21 Bomber Command. 
Release of the nature of tne operation and its joint or 
combined aspects will be maae by CINCPOA at such times 
as he considers a propriate". 
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25 0006 CQMGENa, AFPOA To CINCPOA Info COHGENPOA COMGENAAF 


A^FF0..i-10LQ5. T CP U SORflP-. In' determining jointly the 
answers to War 80979DTG221837 a conference was held 
by representatives CINCPOA, COMGENPOA and AAFPOA. It 
is believed that the following recommended reply 
expresses the understanding reached: 1,00k at War 
80979. Answers to questions follow: Question A. 

Change movement oruers of the 2 battalions scheduled 
for MODE to BIVE and delay movement date of all 4 
for BIVE to conform to changed target date and type 
shipping. QuestionB. Yes. Question C. Movement in 
March instead of June although units lack training 
is desired. No equipment either Army or Navy can 
be furnished in theatre. By this message C0MGENT0A 
R44468-24 December is answered. 

25 0550 CTF 38 to COMAIRPAC Info C0M3RDFLT CINCPAC CTG 38.1 
CTG 38.2 UoS ESSEX 

- ^ur"oaCTtS¥>. Com3rdFlt 220419. Reembarkation VMF 124 
and 213 a uotal of 36 Corsairs in ESSEX. In view of 
critical operation in near future, the nature of which 
will require all possible VF strength in the Task 
Force for wide spread offensive missions, recommend 
13 Helldivers be removed from both ESSEX and WASP 
to make room for the 38 Hellcats displaced by 38 
Corsairs in ESSEX. 18 VF can easily operate in same 
deck space as 15 Hellcats. Resulting complement of 
ESSEX 38 Corsairs 55 Hellcats and 15 Avengers. 

Wasp 91 Hellcats and 15 Avengers. The 2 displaced 
VB squadrons would release pilots for conversion 
to VF or they could be retained in forward area in 
event this increase in VF or they could be retained 
in forward area in event this increase in VF can not 
be supported by replacement aircraft flow beyond 
next operation. All experience past 6 months shows 
VF with rockets and bombs most effective against all 
types land ship targets except ships requiring a 
torpedo to sink. 

25 2321 CINCPAC to CINC BFF Info COMINCH CINCSWPA COHSUBPAC 
co::GTTpr:o’-.i.rT-;-.c c01:711:71 7 ccqrpfi.t . 

■ WF Ji..:CRBS>. My* 191006 CTF 77 220406 consider it 
advisable that ADAMANT ana submarines continue 
operating from CEYLON for present. Determination 
as to time for moving into Pacific to be dependent 
upon later availability of suitable place from which 
to operate. 
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27 0209 CINOPOA to CO?T IMOR Info COMGENAAF. C0MG2NAAFP0A. 
CCMGl'TCA, COIX, FUDOCIIG. 

- TCP 3 !? ca sg^ . Reference ARNOLD and MARSHALL to 
RlCHARDSON, HARMON, NIMITZ. TOP SEC DESPATCH WAR 
S0979 DIG- 221337 G-CT December. A Conference was 
held CI^CPOA Headquarters vdth representative of 
ComGenPOA and ComGenAAFPOA. Answers as follows to 
questiofis in reference were determined question A. 
Negative except change movement orders of 2 battalions 
scheduled for HODS to EIVE keeping in mind revised 
target date: Equipment for 2 Battalions is available 
in theater as stated by TOWERS but recent developments 
render it preferable to equip Army Eattalions at 
HUENEME CALIF rather than OAHU. Question B Negative 
but equipment can be made available HUENEME if required. 
Question C move colored Battalion in March without 
unit and combined training as they can be trained in 
theater, equipment can be furnished in theater but 
desire they be equipped before moving from coast Navy 
can furnish equipment at HUENEME if Army furnished 
equipment would delay their departure. Personnel 
transport is not critical between West Coast and 
OAHU during period under consideration but shipping 
space for equipment from Coast and all shipping west 
of Oahu is critical. 


25 0625 C0M3RDFLT to CTG 30.5. CIIC30.GSPAC . Info COMENJEt 
C lNCPAC. CTF 94. CTF 93. CTF 77. CTF 38. ALL CTG^S 

OFT? 38. CTF 73. COMFEAF. 



- TGI 3EC SSS- . Interdiction Plan My OpPlan 25-44. CTG 
30.5 on 3 minus 9 S minus 8 and S minus 7 extend 
sectors 4, 10, 17 and 5 V 223 to maximum practicable 
distance. On S minus 7, employing PB4Y detachment 
on PALAU, patrol to the nortn and west of TF 38 
during fueling and initial advance toward FORMOSA to 
interdict enemy search planes and thus prevent discovery 
this force. Para. CinCSoWes„Pac requested to establish 
interdiction as follows: On S minus 7 sector 10 from 
LEYTE to be on station at limit of search as early as 
possible preferably at dawn to interdict search planes 
departing FORMOSA early morning. Para. CTG 30.5 and 
CinCSo VesPac requested furnish Com3rdFlt and CTF 38 
intents in connection interdiction Plan. 

ARNOLD to RICHARDSON. HARMON. NIMITZ. 


T CL P S ECR^ . Joint Chiefs of Staff have approved 
deployment of 315th and 316th VLR Zings to the MARIANAS 
subject to the understanding that necessary ad.iust- 
raent with regard to shipping can be made without a 
detriment to approved operations in the Central Pacific. 
The composition of these Wings and service Forces 
concerned and availability dates will be subject of 
separate communications. 24 i 
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23 2254 C0M3RDFLT to CTF 38 CTG 30.5 CTG 30.7 CTG 30.8 CTG 30.9 
Info COMINCK CINCM CINCSOY/ESPAC CTF 77 CTF 7. CTF 93 

COMFHAF CTF 94 C0HCU3R.C 4 1 TFC ’.) JvT-TD TOC’S 3'ftD FLIGHT 

CNaF gtjaiiT 

-T OP SFC rPjg.. Con 3rd Fleet Op Plan 25-44. TG 3 O .5 
Commodore Ketcham TG 30.7 Captain Montgomery TG 30.8 
Captain Acuff TG 30.9 Commodore Carter TF 38 ViceAdm 
McCain. Forces as currently assigned or as indicated in 
annex A. Para. Enemy information accordance current intel¬ 
ligence and by mail and despatch. This Op Plan derived 
from CINCPOA Op Plan 9-44. Own air search from MARIANAS 
ULITHI and PALAU as currently prescribed with sectors 
north and west of TINIaN extended to 1000 mile radius. 
SoWesPac air search Plan G revised in effect unless later 
modified by dispatch. Submarines of TF's 17 ana 71 are 
supporting this operation: TF 17 by 1 providing 
accurate intelligence of movements enemy naval units 
approaching PHILIPPINES and SOUTH CHINA SEAS from 
northward 2 intensive reconnaissance off enemy * 
bases and along approach routes 3 interdiction of 
flow of reinforcements to PHILIPPINES from northword 
4 providing lifeguard service and are prepared to 
concentrate for stratigical or tactical support of 
3rd Fleet when directed by CINCPAC; TF 71 by station¬ 
ing strong offensive and reconnaissance patrols and 
lifeguard services accordance instructions from 
Comdr 7th Fleet. 14th and 20th Air Forces are sup¬ 
porting this operation by reconnaissance EAST and 
SOUTH CHINA SEAS■and by aerial bombardment enemy 
positions CHINA coast FORMOSA and in EMPIRE. 80- 
WesPac forces are seizing objectives in the LINGAYEN 
area of LUZON by amphibious assault in an operation 
termed M 1. Para. This fleet will prevent enemy 
naval and air forces from interfering with LUZON 
assault by 1 destroying hostile naval and air forces 
and shipping in RYUEYU FORMOSA CHINA COAST LUZON 
area prior S Day, 2 neutralize hostile air and 
naval forces in FORMOSA CHINA COAST LUZON area 
immediately preceding S Day and 3 striking hostile 
objectives as required by the existing situation 
subsequent to S Day in order to support M 1 oper¬ 
ation. This fleet will also protect air and sea 
communications along CENTRAL PACIFIC axis. Para. 

TG 30.5 continue air searches from MARIANAS ULITHI 
and PaLAU as now prescribed extending searches north 
and west of TINIAN to 1000 mile radius commencing 
on 3 Minus 8 Day and continuing until otherwise 
directed. TG 30.7 conduct anti submarine sweeps 
in TF 38 and TG 30.8 operating areas and execute 
LASASA operations when directed, moving in accord¬ 
ance instructions in Annex B. TG 30.8 provide 
fuel, aircraft replacement and standby tug service 
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(GCT) (Cont’d) 

COM3RDriir to CTF 38 CTG 30.3 CTG 30.7 CTG 30.8 CTG 30.9 

Inro uukiNOB CIWCFaC CINCSOV.’ESPaC CTF 77 CTF 71 CTF 93 

COIiFEAF CTF 94 COkSUBPAC ALL TFC’S ^ND TGC'S 3RD 

FLIRT L'-,h OILrJ.: (Contra) 

in accordance Annex D. TG 30.9 furnish logistic, 
salvage and repair services as required. TF 38 
proceed from ULITHI and conduct strikes in accord¬ 
ance with schedule in Annex C. Sub Para. S Day is 
9 January 1945 unless otherwise modified by dis¬ 
patch and is date of landing in LINGAYEN area. 

Annexes ABC and D in separate dispatch to those 
who need to know. Para. Fuel aircraft replacements 
and towing service at sea with Task Group 30.8. 

Supplies and ammunition at SAIPAN GUAM and ULITHI. 

Para. Use ITEM time (-9). Communications accordance 
CentCom 2 reviseu. Necessary coordination for 
entrace 3rd Fleet units into waters under control 
CINCS0WFSPAC will be arranged by Com 3rd Fleet. 

Phib Op Plan effective 0 hours I (-9) 30 December. 

Com 3rd Fleet in NIT// JERSEY with Task Group 38.2. 

CINC .TEST INDIES STATION to SAC SEA Info C0?.TH13S0PAC. 
cli T J :: fleet etc. 

• T 6P 3EGRLT - . Intend that units countersigned to British 
Pacific Fleet should carry air strikes farther than 
tar, ets in South SUMATRA about 21st January and possibly 
again about 28th January. Request concurrence of 
0om3o7esPac be sought immediately in operations of these 
definite units in waters of ComSo./esPac Command outside 
MALAY BARRIER and west of 106 East for 3 days commencing 

at each of dates in paragraph 1 _*In arrangement 

being made direct with CTF 71 for operations of 
submarines in connection with the above. 

*1 garbled word. 


* 



27 1230 



2478 
















■■t op- 

DECEMBER (GOT) 

28 0648 OINCPAC to CINC BPF. 


28 1712 
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'P OP ■ ££ORB'S . . Reference paragrapn 2B your 210351 to 
Admiralty regarding conference with Admiral Nimitz. 

To avoid possibility of any minunderstanding or mis¬ 
interpretation it should be stated that above mentioned 
subparagraph is interpreted to mean that your forces 
will have use of anchorage and air strip but they will 
be supported by British resources just as U.3. Pacific 
Fleet forces are supported by American resources. 

s 

28 1403 CINCPAC Via C0M3RDFLT to C0M3RDFLT Info COIIIROH, 


CtNCSQV/ESPAC . OINCPAC (ADI-IEN). C0ia7THFLT . 


* T}ils~ls TOP .JRJir.JlL .para 1. .An enemy force including 
Battleships and 1 or more carriers is expected to 
continue operations in the South China Sea during the 
M-l Operation. The destruction of this Force 
particularly the Battleships and carriers thereof 
will most effectively accomplish the covering and 
supporting Task assigned the 3rd Fleet by my OpPlan 
9-44. Para 2. At an advantageous time after the 
enemy force is located attack and destroy its heavy 
units. Then retire our fast carrier Task Force east 
os the Philippines as expeditiously as the situation 
permits. Para 3* Avoid minable waters. Para 4. 
Attacks on other objectives which do not threaten 
interference with our forces will be undertaken only 
if they do not delay the retirement of the Carrier 
Force from the South China Sea. 

CINCPOA to. All TF & TG CONN WDERS 3RD FLT. CTF 93. 94 . 

96. 11. 11, 15. 17. 19, 97. Info CONINCH. CINC37/PA. 

C01I7TH FLEET, CTF 71. DEPCO?; 20TH AAF . 

CinCPOA Zone notice 72. Action Adees 


inform only' ships and shore-based air commands under 
their operational control wno need to know. CINC3WPA 
has directed that effective 0900 GCT 2 January all 
the waters of the Central Philippines are an air surface 
zone with North, .lest and South boundaries as follows: 
From CAPS 30JEAD0R 13-31 North 120-35 East to 20-00 
North 119-00 East to 20-00 North 118-00 East to 19-00 
North 117-00 East to 12-20 North 117-00 East to LIBR0 
POINT 11-25 North 119-29 East then South along the 
East Coast of PALAWAN to FLSCHA3 POINT 10-22 North 
19-33 East thence to South islet 08-43 North 119-48 
East to DULINGUIN POINT 07-45 North 122-06 East. 

29 0331 cincpas to ocninja atp cnc info co; airpao 


• TOP jO e if ' 1 , 1 ? -. Your 272145 Negative. SARATOGA assigned 
as night carrier as temporary expedient for DETACHMi&rF,n 
Recent operations INDEPENDENCE indicates CVLs have c ' 
definite limitations as Night Carriers. CVLs being used 
for training during absence SARATOGA. These temporary 
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29 0331 


29 0345 


29 0513 


29 0014 
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Cirop-VJ to OCNINCH RIO CKO Info CCNAIRPAC (Continued) 

arrangements in response to strong recommendations 
by Halsey and McCain. Some recommendations as to 
organization CarDiv 7 may be made after further 
experience is gained. 

GTG 30.5 to CTU 30.5.3 Info 0(P'3RU ? IT. CCK7THFIT. 

COKAIR 7THFLT. CTF 39. ATGC3 3RD FLT. CTG 93. CTF 94. 

CTG 94.5 

TOP jmgftEg. . See Com3rd and FIFTH Fleets interdiction 
Plan ana OpPlan 25-44. Using all gas no bombs 
Liberators organize 2 plane anti snooper barrier to be 
maintained between TF 38 and oilers at center of area 
VARNISH and EMPIRE Positions to North ana .Vest 
during daylight hours on 3 minus 7 Day. Prevent 
discovery of surface units. Stage Through TACL0B0N. 

RON Ar:GUAR . Guard VI-IF Channel C. Advise FA'./-10. 

CINCPAC to CNO Info 00 PINCH 

tM®?* Your 212105. CNO Serial 036512 made certain 
provisions for supplying fuel and gasoline to Allied 
Forces. Subsequently arrangements were made for 
movement of large 3ritish Naval Forces to the Pacific. 

My understanding that British Pacific Fleet would be 
self supporting as agreed upon at OCTAGON and further 
confirmed by Admiral King. Self supporting is interprets 
to include petroleum feuls and gasolines since 
agreement at OCTAGON did not exclude those products. 

If we must supply them request early advice in order 
that estimates may be sharply revised upward and 
arrangements initiated to obtain tankers etc. 


CINCPAC to C0HF.JDAR5A. CONCRUDIV 5. C0I.7TASF0R 93 Info 

CINCPAC (ADMIN). 

70 T SUCITWr. In future major attacks against 1,70 JIKA 
desire inclusion of Cruiser bombardment of B0NINS. 
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28 2114 CCH3RDFLT to CTF 38. CTG 30.7, CTG 30.8 Info 

CCHINCH, OIECPAC, CIKC30/E3PA0. CTF 77, CTF 71. 

CCKFEAF, CT? 93. CTF 94. C0U.3UBPAC, ALL TFC*s AND 

TGO* s 3RDFLT. C0E5THFLT. 

TOP X!3Ra&. THIS Ii FART 1 OF 3 PARTS Iff 282150 

tart 2 is 282137* Part- 3 is 282150. Appendix 1 

Hy OpPlan 25-44. Operation described herein termed 
GRATITUDE and v/ill be executed only if specifically 
directed by C0K3RDFLT. See my 232254 and 232318. G Day 
for this operation will be designated at time 
execution is directed. For planning purposes G Day 
most probably will be S-l but tactical situation 
may require another date to be selected. Para. On 
G Day Task Force 38 fuel commencing 0800 at Northwest 
Corner Area VARNISH unless otherwise directed. Upon 
completion fueling G Day proceed vicinity latitude 
lA}2 long 122 where strike FORMOSA on G Plus 1. Provide 
'cover for fast oilers moving as specified below. At 
dusk proceed via BASE I CHANNEL Latitude 19-20 Long 
119 where rendezvous -with Fast Oiler Group at 0800 
G plus 2. Be prepared for fighter sweeps on Northern 
LUZON on G plus 2 if situation indicates this necessary. 
From 0800 position G plus 2 proceed with fast oiler 
Group in company to latitude 15-20 Long 116 to arrive 
0700 G plus 3. 

28 2137 C0M3RDFLT to CTF 38. CTG 30.7. CTG 30.8 Info 00MINCH . 


etc. 


THIS IS Pi'LRT 2 OF TO f -fh^Rg 1 ? * 282150 . Top off destroyers 
as practicable enroute. Part company with fast oiler 
group at 0700 G plus 3 and proceed to latitude 11-30 
Long 112-00 from vicinity which Point strike enemy 
naval forces and shipping in KAKRANH BAY and or TIZARD 
REEF during daylight G plus 4. Dusk GEORGE plus 4 
retire to latitude 15-00 Long 115-00 where rendezvous 
with fast oilers 0600 G plus 5 and fuel all ships as 
practicable during daylight that day. Dusk G plus 
5 proceed to vicinity Latitude 18-40 Long 113-00 where 
strike enemy naval forces and shipping HAINAN aid or 
HONGKONG on G plus 6. Dusk G plus 6 retire toward 
BA3HI CHANNEL at high speed. During daylight G plus 
7 while making best practicable advance to eastward 
toward BASHI CHANNEL conduct fighter sweeps on FORMOSA. 
Continue easterly retirement to Latitude 20-00 Long 
126-00 where rendezvous with service group 0700 or 
as soon thereafter as practicable on G plus 8 and fuel 
all ships. Further orders by dispatch. Para. Upon 
completion fueling G day SomTaskGroup 30.8 with 6 
Fast Oilers 6 Destroyers and 2 Escort CVE with escorts 
proceed at SOA 15 knots via route A 20-10 122-10 

B 20-10 121-30 

to 0800 rendezvous G plus 2 Day lat 19-20, Long 119-00. 
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28 2150 C0H3RDFLT to CTF 38, CTG 30.7, CTG 30.8 Info CONINCH . 
etc . 


'" TOP bH'Jiefc. PART 3 AND FINAL PART 0? 232150. Part 1 
is 282114. Part 2 is 282137. Remain in company with 
TF 38 until 0700 G plus 3 after which time proceed 
vicinity Latitude 15-20 North Lon' 116 until time 
rendezvous with TF 38 0600 G plus 4 at Latitude 15 
Long 115- Completion fueling G plus 5 proceed to 
vicinit. Latitude 14 Long 116 where remain until dusk 
G plus 6. If not otherwise directed proceed'at dusk 
G plus 6 to POINT I Latitude 13-40 Long 113-50 
thence via S0WESPAC route CARIBOU through 3URIGA0 
STRAIT. After transit of STRAITS send fast oilers, 4 
DD's and 1 CVE with escorts to ULITHI via direct route. 
VNACKADEI WELLES with 1 escort CVS, escorts and 1 
additional DD to 3°in service group in area DIESEL 
or at rendezvous specified later. Direct remaining 
vessels of service group not proceeding to CHINA SEA 
on G Day retire to area DIESEL where remain until 
time proceed to Latitude 20 Long 126 where rendesvous 
with TF 38 0700 G plus 8. Reinforce this group with 
6 additional oilers plus escorts prior G plus 8 
rendezvous. CTG 30.7 Remain in company with service 
group which retires to area DIESEL. TU 30.7-1 will 
be directed rejoin TG 30.7 on G Day. Para. All positions 
^orth and East all times item ( minus 9). 

29 0045 C0M3RDFLT to CTF 38, CTG 30.7. CTG 30.8 Info COIHNCH . 
siinscr::me, ctf 77. ctf 71. sc'TEaf. qtf 93. 94. 

AIL TOC’s 3RD FLT. SIN DP AC. CONSUEPAC, 

— ‘gfrp TTCR-rg- . Appendix 2 My OpPlan 25-44. This operation 
named AGITATOR and will be exrcuted only if specifically 
directed by Com3rdFleet. See my 232254 and 232316. 

A Day for this operation will be designated at time 
execution is directed. For Planning purposes A Day 
will most probably be S-l or later. Operation AGITATOR 
is alternate for operation GRATITUDE. See My 282150. 

And will not be employed if latter is used. Para. 

On A Day Task Force 33 fuel commencing 0800 at Northwest 
corner area VARNISH unless otherwise directed. Upon 
completion fueling A Day proceed vicinity Lat 22 Long 
122 where strike FORMOSA on A plus 1. At Dusk commence 
high speed run via BASHI CHANNEL to vicinity Lat 19-30 
Long 115-15 arriving about 1000 A plus 2. At daylight 
A plus 2 launch search of the southwest semicircle 
with limits the bearings of LINC-AYSN and HONGKONG 
to maximum range of aircraft. Strike any enemyLNaval 
Force or shipping within range. Be prepared strike 
shipping targets HAINAN and or HONGKONG. At dusk 
A plus 2 commence- high speed retirement toward BASHI 
CHANNEL. During daylight A plus 3 while making best 
practicable advance to eastward through BASHI CHANNEL 
conduct fighter sweeps on FORMOSA. Continue easterly 
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29 0045 

C0M3RDFLT to CTF 38. 

CTG 30.7. CTG 

30.8 Info C0MINCH 



etc. (Continued) 





retirement to Lat 20 

Long 126 where 

rendezvous with 


service group 0700 or as soon thereafter as practicable 
on A plus 4 and fuel all ships XJ IPKHSX orders by 
dispatch. Para. Upon completion fueling A Day 
ComTaskGroup 30.8 proceed with all service units in 
company to area OCTANE where remain until time 
rendezvous on A plus 4 as specified above. Be prepared 
to proceed to an advanced fueling rendezvous with 6 
fast oilers 6 destroyers and 2 escort CVH with escorts 
if specifically directed by later despatch. Para. 

CTG 30.7 remain in company with service group. TU 30.7.1 
will be directed rejoin TG 30.7 on A Day. Para. All 
positions North and East all times Item. 

26 1950 JIKJPOA to C0M5THFLT.CCKI5TIIPIIIDF0R. COHGELIOTH ARMY. 

COMGENAAFPOA. CG 3RDFIIIEJ0P.P3 . C0HGENFI.TFPAC. CG 24TII 

C0RF3 . COI.j.IRPAC . COKoERVP.iC. COI.GEIIP0A. COITHIBJPAC 

Info conge?:.j:.e:?p^c Etc. 

’— N'CP — ■ ■ ;Crta r J 'fc 27th Inf Div (Heinf) is designated floating 
reserve ICEBERG under CG Expeditionary Troops rather 
than area reserve. MyDis 300632 November modified 
accordingly. "Counting this Division is contingent on 
early release transportation designated for this purpose 
from assault shipping engaged DETACHMENT. 

24 1216 - CINQ BPF to ADMIT ALTY , B.AD 7 A3! I, FLAG OFFICER SUBMARINES . 
PTLO, 3 JEER. 

TCI Part 1 V.y 241222. During discussions with 

CinJPac I found us authorities most anxious that the 
3 Officer observers vith us Pacific Fleet should now 
become my Liaison Officers 2 the personal contacts 
and goodwill which these Officers have most successfully 
secured will be a very valuable asset 3 The following 
arrangements are therefore intended (A) Commander IT. 

(R) H. Hopkins to be British Pacific Fleet Liaison 
Officer. 


27 0440 CircPOA to COT 3 7 TO A 









Filbas agreement is binding in letter and spirit. Para¬ 
graph 78 outlines the policy as to availability service 
units in SoPac for movement to S.VPA. The last sentence 
thereof has a saving clause for obtaining exemption 
of units or individuals by agreement between the two 
theatre commanders. That proviso was inserted to take 
care of unusual and unanticipated circumstances. A 
considerable number of individuals have been requested 
as they became available. Continuation of that practice 
on the scale of recent weeks might be construed as am.-- 
endeavor to avoid fully carrying out terms of the 34 00 
signed agreement. To avoid any such misunderstanding 
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22 0608 


please give closest scrutiny to any further 
requests for exemption to the FILBA3 Agreement. In 
connection with this dispatch and my 160003 no 
further action is being taken on your 270440. 


J0M3RDFLT CTG 30.5 Info CINCPAC. 

CTF 38. 


CTF 93. GTF 94. 


It is imperative that Fleet Units obtain earliest 
and best weather information. In the area of 
few land masses in the Jestern Pacific best sources 
such information is search planes. Desire 1 All 
pilots your Task Group be briefed by aerologist as 
to weather indications they may encounter. 2 That 
pilots make definite reports weather data to 
aerology upon return from flight remembering that 
insignificant cloud change wind shift or sea change 
may be indications of approacain storm. 3 That 
daily summary plane, weather reports (not in weather 
code) and predictions be sent direct Com3rdFlt Task 
Force commanders 3rd Fleet and CTF 94 by operational 
priority dispatch as soon after search return as 
practicable. 4 That special flights be set up with 
competent Aerograpaers aboard to investigate areas 
of unusual weather activity. Para. This plan to be 
followed pending establishment establishment weather 
central MARIANAS and even then information will 
continue to be invaluable. 


30 1634 MARSHALL to RICHARDSON. CINCPOA Info MAC ARTHUR . 


TAP SB CRBT . '.7ARX-84316. Supporting the 315 and 316 
VLR 7/ings deployed to Marianas by decision of Joint 
Chiefs of Staff contained in .7ARX-32189 December 26 , 
and in accordance with JC3 11902, December 26 (Copy 
being For;varded) the following units are excepted from 
FILBA3 Agreement and are released from SoFac when 
declared surplus: 1 Ordnance HAM company, 5 QM Truck 
Companies, 5 y Service Companies, 1 QJI laundry 
Company, 1 CJH Bakery Company 2 Port Companies (TC). 
Notify <Var Department of designation of units when 
determined . 
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SECRET ?. . .VATiX 84945* In effort to save shipping 
the plan as outlined in 7/ar 80979 dated 22 December 
1944, assumed that Navy equipment could be made 
available for 2 Engineer Aviation Battalions in 
OAHU. In message from CINCPOA to COMINGS on 27 
December 1944 and again in message from RICHARBSON 
RJ45001 dated 29 December 1944, inference is made 
that such equipment is available on OAHU but CINCPOA 
prefers that issue be made in the United States, also, 
that providing 2 Battalions were equipped with Navy 
Eouipment on OAHU, replacements would have to be made 
later, therefore, no shipping would be saved. Para. 

The following action being taken reference movement 
and equipment of Engineer Units mentioned in ’Var 80979. 
(A) The 807 now scheduled for IRON with readiness date 
of 15 January 1945 at home station. (B) The 1902 
and 1903 originally scheduled for NODE now changed 
to BIVE with readiness date at home station of 15 
January 1945. (0) The 802 and 1901 now scheduled 
for BIVE with readiness date of 15 January 1945 at 
home station. (D) Unit scheduled for March is 
1924 and Unit scheduled for April is 813, Both will 
be sent without unit training. (E) 3 Negro Battalions 
1882, 1908, and 1909 will be ready 1 March at home 
station without unit training. Para. Since no 
shipping can be saved, all of the above listed 
Engineer Battalions will be equipped with Army 
equipment in the United States. Para. The 802 and 
1901 will be units in LET combat loaded. All dates 
subject to your shipping plan. 
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GRAYBOOK INDEX 


DATS 

REFERENCE(S) 

SUBJECT - REMARKS 

3 January 

r\ . 

9 January 

CINCPOA 031151 (pink) 

’.Yarning Order for Phase II - ICEBERG. 

CINCPOA 092131 

Concurs in ComGenPOA nronosed establishment 



of WesPacBaCom. 

9/10 January 

Sununary 

Third Fleet enters SOUTH CHINA SEA. (Exit 
20/21 January). 

12 January 

CINCPOA 122013 (pink) 

Support of ICEBERG by CG USF CHINA Theater. 

14 Jan. 

CINCPAC 140050 

Recommends establishing ComAirPacSubComFord. 
(Authorized by Cominch 171916) 

15 Jan. 

CINCBPF 152201 (pink) 

CINCBPF reports to CINCPAC. 

16 Jan. 

JCS 162254 (pink) 

Redeployment 20th BomCom CHINA to MARIANAS* 

17 Jan. 

JCS 170349 (pink) 

Covers ICEBERG Ooeration. 

20 Jan. 

CINCSWPA 200535 (pink) 

24th Corps readiness date for ICEBERG (1 Apr) 

23 Jan 

CNO 231323 

Delineates functions PEARL and Advance Hdqtrs 

23 Jan 

Cominch-CNO 231341 

Covers transfer of lend-lease vessels to 

USSR. 

25 Jan. 

JCS 25134S (pink) 

CHINA Theater support of ICEBERG to be as 
arran ed between Nimitz and Wedemeyer. 

26 Jan. 

o 

26 Jan. 

Summary 

Command 3rdFlt transferred to Com5thFlt. 

CTF 36 (McCain) relieved by CTF 58 (Mitscher) 


CINCPAC-CINCPOA departed PEARL for GUAM. 

27 Jan. 


CINCPAC—CINCPOA arrived GUAM. 

29 Jan. 

CINCPOA 290831 (pink) 

Covers arrangements for support of ICEBERG 
by CHINA Theater. 

FEBRUARY 



2-4 Feb. 


CINCPAC flew GUAM to ULITHI, broke flag in 
INDIANAPOLIS. 

8 Feb. 

ATC, Wash. 081350 

Policy on OATC Centers in POA. 

^ 8 Feb. 

JIARSHALL 081956 (pink) 

Movement 58th Bomb ’.Ting INDIA-BURMA to 
MARIANAS. 

10 Feb. 

CINCSWPA 100850 (pink) 

Allocation •personnel and facilities in SWPA 
for use by BPF. 

13 Feb. 

CINCPOA 130620 

Staging Facilities in MARIANAS for reserve 
Carrier Air Groups. 
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DATE 

REFERENCE(S) 

SUBJECT - REMARKS 

FEBRUARY 

19 Feb. 


Landing at IWO JIHA. 

25 Feb. 

CG AAFPOA 250740 

Movement Data 315th Bomb Wing & 1st 2 Groups 
58th Wing. 

26 Feb. 

CINCSWPA 261515 (pink) 

Staging and Rehabilitation of POA Divisions. 

27 Feb. 

CINCPOA PEARL 270300 

General Harmon reported missing. 

• 

MARCH 



1 Mar. 

Summary 

Admiral Nimitz & Admiral Sherman departed 
for Washington, D. C. 

4 Mar. 

Summary 

Reconnaissance and Sweeping of CASIGURAN 

SOUND completed. 

9 Mar. 

GHQ SWPA 080435 

Summarizes results of conference relative 
petroleum requirements of BPF. 

14- Mar. 

Summary 

Harmon search negative. 

15 Mar, 

CINCPOA 150740 

Responsibility of IsComs for Army Base 
Command administration. 

15 Mar. 


Fleet Admiral Nimitz and RAdm Sherman 
returned from Washington conference. 

16 Mar. 


17/0 JIMA secured. 

17 Mar. 

COMBICH 171343 (Pink) 

Directs planning for FIREBREAK Operation. 

24 Mar. 

COMBJCH 241655 (pink) 

Concerns line of sea communications to the 

SEA OF JAPAN through TSUSHIMA STRAITS. 

27 Mar. - 

1 Apr. 

Aerial mining of TSUSHIMA STRAITS. 

28 Mar. 


Seaplane Base established KERAMA RETTO. 

27 Mar. 

CINCPOA ADV 271214 (pink) 

OpPlan 2-45 - FIREBREAK Operation. 

28 Mar. 

GHQ 3,1? 281614 

Staging of POA Divisions in SAP in accord¬ 
ance with FIL3AS Agreement. 

30 liar. 


All islands of KERAMA RETTO secured. 

APRIL 



1 Apr. 


Landings on OKINAWA. Yontan and Kadena 
Airfields secured. 

1 Apr. 

COMINCH CNO 011327 (nink) 
CTNCPAC 050230 (nink) re¬ 
plies. 

Requests info accentable months for invasion 
KYUSHU and/or HONSHU. 
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DATS 

REFERENCES) 

SUBJECT - REMARKS 


APRIL 




2 Apr. 

(queenfish 020030 

(CINCPAC 030818 
(COLUNCH CNO 071945 (pink) 
(CINCPOA 090126 

Refer Sinking of AHA MAHU. 


3 Apr. 

JCS 032140 (pink) 

Command Directive for the Pacific Theater. 


3 Apr. 

JCS 132141 (pink) 

Operational Directive for Pacific Theater. 


5 Apr. 

CINCPOA 050840 

Policy on Visitors to the forward area. 


5 Apr. 

ARNOLD 052341 (pink) 

20th AF Planning Staff to CINCPOA to aid 
in olanning invasion of JAPAN. 


9 Apr. 

CINCPAC 090255 

Outlines to POA terns of JCS command direc¬ 
tive. 


10 Apr. 

CINCPOA 100223 (pink) 

Directive covering establishment of aviation 
facilities on SAIPAN. 


11 Apr. 

COMINCH CNO 111830 

Allocation F4Us to RNZAF can not be met in 
Man and June . 


12 Anr. 

CINCPOA ADV 122310 (pink) 

Warning Order Phase III-C ICEBERG. 


13 Apr. 

Summary 

StFPk Chief of Staff & Staff Members arrived 
for conference. 


14 Apr. 

CINCPOA ADV 140826 

Directs Anny Air Engineer proceed OKINAWA 

Re: Construction Army Airstrips. 

O 

16 Apr. 

CTF 51 160015 

Landing on IE SHIMA. 

16 April 

CINCPOA ADV 160250 (pink) 

Outlines action to be taken to implement 

JCS command directive. 


16 Apr. 

CINCPOA ADV 160252 

Relates to Army forces under operational 
control of CINCPOA. 


16 Apr. 

ComGenPOA 162355 

ComGenPOA reports CINCAFPAC with Amy 
forces and resources. 


17 Apr. 

COMINCH CNO 171512 

Substitutes Navy and Marine for Army gar¬ 
rison units in the 1IARSHALLS. 

O’ 

18 Apr. 

GHQ SWP 181010 (pink) 

Concurs in agreements reached at conference 
at GUAM between SWP representatives and 
CINCPOA. 


21 Apr. 


IE SHIMA secured. 


21 Apr. 

CINCPAC ADV 210213 (pink) 

Mounting areas for divisions in assault 
phase OLYMPIC. 


248 ° 














© 


DATE 

refereiice(s) 

APRIL 


22-24 Apr. 


24 Apr. 

CINCPAC ADV 241316 

24 Apr. 

COMINCH 242220 

25 Apr. 

CINCPOA 251339 (pink) 

* 

25 Apr. 

CG WESPACBACGM 242321 

25 Apr. 

C03.HNCH 251631 (pink) 

26 Apr. 

COMINCH 261752 

29 Apr. 

GHQ SWP 290952 

CINCPAC 300615 

30 Apr. 

CINCPOA 302255 (pink) 

MAY 


1 May 

COMSOPAC 010412 

1 May 

GHQ SWP 011410 

CH\ T CP0A 080234 Reply 

6 May 

CINCPOA ADV 060833 

7 May 

CGAAFPOA 072314 

8 May 

CINCPOA ADV 080819 

10 May 

JCS 101844 (ping) 

12 May 

Con7thFlt 120822 (pink) 

14 May 

CINCPOA 11-0809 

14 May 

CINCPOA ADV 141341 (pink) 
CINCPOA 240600 

15 - 17 May 


17 May 

CINCPOA .ADV 170842 (oink) 

18 May 



SUBJECT - REMAPS 


Admiral Nimitz visited OKINAWA, 

Re: RAdm Greer as ComFairV/ing 18, 

Monthly Troop Movements from ETO, 

Rehabilitation 24th Corps, 1st MarDiv, 

6th MarDiv at OKINAWA, 

WesPacBaCom activated. 

Concurs in deferring MTYAKO Ooeration. 

Relates to dissolution of ComAirSoFac, 

Re: Exchange VFB 106 for VPB 109, 

2 VLR Groups - OKINAWA, 

Announces Dissolution of C0MAXRS0PAC, 
Request for Maj.Gen. Leavey, 

Foiward Area, CenPac redesignated MARIANAS 
AREA. 

Lt, Gen, Barney M,.Giles assumes command 
AAFFOA; also designated DepCorn 20th AF. 

Night Fighter Defense of MarQils Area, 

P-47 Fighter Groups for POA. 

Recommendations for Naval establishment 
ashore at KYUSHU for OLYMPIC. 

Designates Lt.Gen. Giles as CTF 93• 

Procedure for Release of Amy units to 

CINCAFPAC. 

Admiral Nimitz and RAdm Sherman attended 
conference at MANILA, 

Summarizes MANILA Conference. 

VAdm Hill relieved VAdm Turner as CTF 57. 
ComGen 10 assumed control ashore at OKINAWA. 
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DATE 


reference(s) 


SUBJECT - miAEKS 


MAY 


18 May 

CINCPOA 181210 (pink) 

O 


19 May 

SECNAV 191600 

22 May 


22 May 

MARSHALL 222315 


CINCPOA 241259 

023 May 

CINCPOA ADV 230849 (pink) 

25 May 

JCS 252158 (pink) 

25 May 

JCS 250128 (pink) 

26 May 


29 May 


29 May 

CINCPOA ADV 290659 (pink) 

29 May 

f CGLUNCH & CN0 291605 (pink 


|CiwcPftc- 

JUNE 



O 


2 June 
2 June 




4 June 

5 June 

6 June 

8 June 


CTNCPOA ADV 020034 (pink) 

MARSHALL 021909 (pink) ) 
CINCPOA 050658 (oink) ) 
CH r SWPA 060930 (oink) ) 
CINCPOA 070816 (pink) ) 
CINCAFPAC 171109 (pink)) 

CINCPAC 041231 (pink) 
CINCPAC 050842 (pink) 
CINCPOA ADV 060742 (pink) 
CINCPOA 081229 


Release of Hq 8: Hq Co. SoPacBaSom for 
transfer to MANILA, 

Adm. Hewitt designated to further investi¬ 
gate PEARL HARBOR attack, 

RAdm Price relieved RAdm Kiland as S0PA 
KERAMA RETTO. 

RAdm McCormick relieved RAdm Smith as CTF 54 
Policy for handling Allied POV/s. 

Regards OSS Personnel in POA, 

Directive for OLYMPIC. Defines responsi¬ 
bility of CINCPOA and of CINCAFPAC. 

Proposal for assumption of control of SV/P 
by British, 

Com3rdFlt (Adm, Halsey) relieved Com5thFlt 
(Adm. Spruance). 

VAdm McCain assumed command of TF 38. 

Covers movements from ETO to POA. 

Cancels FIREBREAK Operation. 


Defers Phase III-D ICEBERG. 

Concern RAF Engineers and 10 Sq. Lancasters. 


Summarizes results of conference at GUAM 
with CINCAFPAC Representatives. 

Directive for provision of facilities at 
ENT.VET0K for supnort of fast carriers. 

Concerns Cover and Deception conference 
at MANILA. 

Establishes NOB’s KY/AJALEIN and ENIWETOK. 
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DATS 


SUBJECT - REMARKS 


■Q 

REFERENCm S) 


Q 

JUNE 



9 June 


o 

11 June 



10 June 

fCG USFCT 101516 (pink) ) 
{COMINCH CNO 101620 (oink)) 
(CINCPAC ADV 130228 (oink)) 


13 June 

CINCPAC 130231 

SERVRON TEH 241051 


13 June 

jcs 132158 

Q 

18 June 



19 June 

20 June 

CINCAFPAC 200213 


20 June 

CINCAFPAC 200349 (pink) 
CINCF0A 230106 (pink) 


21 June 

CTF 99 210405 

O 

23 June 



25 June 

COMINCH CNO 251316 


26 June 



26 June 

CINCP0A PEARL 260327 


26 June 

CINCP0A .ADV 262310 (pink) 


27 June 

C0MFHI3SPAC 271435 (pink) 


28 June 

CINCP0A ADV 281348 (pink) 

O 

29 June 

CINCPAC ADV 290138 

O 

29 June 

CINCPAC ADV 290331 


29 June 

COMINCH 292140 


RAdra Cobb relieved RAdm Hall as SOPA HAGUSHI 

VAdm Oldendorf relieved RAdm McCormick as 
CTF 32. 

Capture of Intermediate Port on CHINA Coast. 


Division of ServRon Ten into Service Divi¬ 
sions. 

Procedure for Repatriation of Allied TO’7s. 

Lt.Gen. S.B. Buckner killed in action on 
OKINAWA. Maj.Gen. Geiger temporary successor. 

Admiral Sherman departed for Washington. 

Assigns General Stilwell as CoraGen TEN. 

Concerns ComGenPOA Responsibility for Mount¬ 
ing Army Air and Ground Units for OLYMPIC. 

Organized resistance ceased on OKINAWA. 

Fleet Admiral Nimitz departed GUAM for 
West Coast and Conference with Cominch. 

Concerns Complements and Organization of 
Air Supoort Control Units, FhibsPac. 

Unopposed landing on KWHS SHBIA. 

Requests ComMARIANAS to initiate base de¬ 
velopment at TINIAN for handling 150 single 
engine .Army aircraft rer month. 

Troop requirements OKINAWA & IS SHIMA includ¬ 
ing redeployed units for these bases. 

Tentative agreement FSAF and 5th AF concern¬ 
ing Marine Air Warning Sqs. for OLYMPIC. 

Directs ComGen 10 to assume full responsi¬ 
bility for defense of OKINAWA on 1 July. 

Directs CTF 94 assume responsibility for 
escorting of all shipping between MARIANAS 
and RYUKYUS be,ginning 1 July. 

Authorizes ConSoPac to discontinue all air, 
sea and ground defense missions. 

Procedure for establishing Monthly Priorit;/- 
List for Pacific Theater. 2 4 9 1 
















^ • 


^ rs 


DATE 

REFERENCE(S) 

SUBJECT - REMARKS 

JUNE 

30 June 

CINCPOA ADV 300304 

Proposes assigning all air-sea 

30 June 

CINCPAC ADV 300601 

rescue services in KHJKYUS to single 
agency under FAW - 1. 

Warning Order for Operation OLYMPIC. 





O 


O 
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31 December (Oahu Date) (Continued) 

There still appears to have been no landing made at the 
tine of the bombardment on the 26th, and very slight damage 
was done to the beachhead. Statements by a POW indicate that 
another DD, the fc/.Y03IiIK0, may have been sunk on the night of 
the 26th, and another POW states that the DD UGUKI was sunk by 
PT off NS coast of L2YT3 on the 12th. 

CINC SAJT FLT 300415 (green) request permission to send 
representatives to MANUS to investigate the facilities in 
that port. 

CINCPOA 010708 (green) outlines to CINCSWPA proposed 
names for main actions between Japanese and U.3. Naval Forces 
on 25 October. 

CINCPOA 312359 (green) confirms my designation of 
authority to various commands to expidite unloading of ships 
in various areas. 

CTG 94.9 010949 (green) outlines strike on IW0 JIMA to 
be executed for January. 



1 January (Oahu date) 

TF 38 is scheduled to hit FORMOSA on 3 January. 

CruDiv 5 plus 6 DD's together with units of the Strategic 
Airforce are scheduled to hit IV70 JIMA on the 5th (I). 

1.70 JIMA was hit on the 31st and 1st by a number of B-24*s. 
On the 31st 10 B-24’s snoop bombed the airfields by radar every 
45 minutes. Again on 1 January 19 B-24 f s bombed both airfields 
with 36 tons. 

One bomb was dropped on L3FLY FI3LD at SAIPAN on the 2nd 
at 0245 (K - 10). A short time later at 0416 on the 2nd another 
Bogey closed to 60 miles but retired from that point to the 
Northeast. 

ComGenAAFPOA 010215 (pink) covers the-subject of direct 
communication between 7th Air Force and 5th Air Force. 

C0MINCH 011754 (pink) requests that ComNavOrp CHINA 
disseminate certain intelligence data. 

C0MAIRP.T.C 012128 (pink) covers the question of avaition 
logistic support of the carrier task forces and of the 7th Fleet. 
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1 Jjanuary (Oaau date) (Continued) 

GOKGENAAFPOA 020205 (pink) covers deployment of certain 
Engineer ,-iViation Battalion from ANGAUR to GUAM. 


CINC EAST INDIES 300941 (pink) states that"MERIDIAN" 
the Code Jord for contemplated strike in the S.VPA. 


is 


CT? 77 011102 outlines the result of interrogation of 

P0W regarding strength of major units of Japanese Fleet. 


C0KINCH 272019 covers a protest by the Japanese in connection 
with sinking of certain Japanese ship by an American Submarine 
in the iestern Carolines area on 3 July 1944. 

C0MII CH 012110 States that the Australian GovernmsiH has 
expressed concern* over U.3. plans for rehabilitation'Phosphate 
industry on NAURU. 

rH/ fa 


2 January (O ahu date) 

Incomplete reports of the 1st days strike on FORMOSA indicate 
that the approach of the Task Force was undetected. The first 
strike reached targets both at FORMOSA and at OKINAWA. The 
weather became increasingly bad and cancelled future operations 
as of 1400 3 January (I) and the force retired to the Southeast. 

No attacks were made on our ships during this period. 

TF 33 targets for S-5 (January 4th) will be either FORMOSA 
again or Northern LUZON, depending upon the weather. 

Com7thFleet gives his estimate of the operational enemy 
warships as follows: Empire area: 4 BE, 2 CV, 2 CVL, 2 CA, 2 CL, 
22 DD. INDO CHINA and SINGAPORE Area: 2 XCV, 1 CVE, 2 CA, 2 CL, 
18 DD. 

A delayed report from the DACE (33-247) reports sinking 
a medium AK and possibly damaging another off CAPE VARELLA on 
28 December. 

Another of our submarines report sighting a periscope south 
of FRENCH FRIGATE SHOALS. There had also been a previous report 
of the sighting of a periscope in this same general vicinity 
yesterday. 

Com AF-5 estimated Jap air strength in the PHILIPPINES area 
as follows: 


Luzon 

S/E VF T/E VF 

258 21 

3& V3 

20 

T/E V3 

90 

TOTjCL 

389 

Visayas 

24 

5 

14 

43 

Mindanao 

11 


10 

26 

TOTAL 

393“ 21 

30 

114 

45 8 
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2 January (Oahu date) Continued) 

On the 3rd 97 B-29 f s of the 21st Bomber Command were air¬ 
borne for an attack on the NAGOYA Urban area (MICROSCOPE 1). 

16 Returned early, 49 bombed the primary target visually, 9 
bombed targets of opportunity, and reports of 23 planes were not 
available. Bombing took place from 1445 to 1533. The bomb load 
was 1 - 500 pound fragmentary bomb and the remainder incendiary 
clusters. One 3-29 is believed to have been lost over the target. 

COMGEN AAFPOA 030625 (pink) outlines to CTF 93 that certain 
targets of opportunity warrant a variation of planned employment 
to take advantage of such situations without specific directive 
from C 0MGEI7 AAFPOA. 

CINCPAC 030321 references the complement of large carriers 
namely 73 VF, 15 VSB, 15 VTB. 



3 January (Oahu date) 

For the 2nd day strikes and searches by TF 38 planes were 
recalled due to bad weather at the target and operating areas. 
All.planes were recalled at noon. The Task Force is retiring 
again to the fueling rendezvous. No reports of the strikes 
carried out in the early morning have been received. 

LUZON- 1st and 2nd. 5th Yir Force planes on the 1st and 2nd 
attacked shipping along the v/est coast of LUZON from SUBIC BAY 
north, sinking 21 ships and damaging 25-28 more. The ships sunk 
included: 1 AV, 1 large AP, 2 large AK, and 17 small 
AK. The attacks were off SAN F3RK.UID0, in P/iLAUIG BAY (north 
of SUEIC BAY), and SILAUGUIN BAY (just west of SUBIC). Attacking 
planes included 60 A-20 f s plus P-47’s, P-51s, and P-40’s. One 
A-20 was shot down over the target, 1 crashed on landing and 1 
was missing. 

1 

At MINDORO on the night of 1st and 2nd heavy Japanese air 
attacks inflicted damage on 2 Liberty Ships, one of these ships 
was so badly damaged that it was necessary to beach it in order 
to prevent sinking. AA Shot down 5 planes during these raids. 

10 Japanese planes bombed the TACL0BAT strip prior to dawn 
the 3rd destroying 10 Blue planes and damaging 5 others. 

The strike on 1.70 JD.1A by TF 93 plus TG 94.9 (CruDiv 5 plus 
6 DD's) is to be carried out on the 5th. 

Surface bombardment of 3URIBUCHI area (south PARAMUSTTIRU) is 
to be carried out by TF 92 (CruDiv 1 plus escorting destroyers) 
on 6 January. 

CINCPOA’s 031151 (pink) sets forth the warning order for 
Phase 2 of ICBE3RG. ?4S r 












3 January (Oahu date) (Continued) 


rs 


C0M3RDFLT’s 040130 (pink) notifies CinCSWPA that CTF 38 
intends to strike LUZON across the dividing line (17 North) 

6 January (s-3). 


4 January (Oahu date) 

No further reports have been received regarding results 
of the strike on FORMOSA by Task Force 38 on the 5th. A strike 
is planned for LUZON today. 

GTG 77.3 (RAdm. Berkey) renorts that a midget submarine 
attacked the formation south of APO island on the 5th. Two 
torpedoes were reported to have passed thru the disposition 
missing all ships. The TAYLOR (DD 468 ) rammed and depth 
charged the sub and probably sank it. 

CTF 77 (VAdm. Kincaid) reports that the CVS group which 
was proceeding with the Bombardment Croup thru the Sulu Sea, 
was attacked by planes at 1720(1)/4th. The OMMANEY BAY (CVS 79) 
was seriously hit, resulting in fires which got out of control. 

This CVS was subsequently sunk by torpedoes from one of our 
destroyers. Survivors reported to date are 722 men and 89 officers. 

CTC 73.7 (Comdr. J.C. Renard) reports another air attack 
on ships off MINDORO on the evening of the 4th. An ammunition 
ship (name unknown) was hit by a suicide dive bomber and blew 
up. MONADNOCK (CM 9) and PiCCOS (AO 65) were damaged. All 
except two ships left the MINDORO anchorage and put to sea. 

The night of January 1-2 85 paratroops were landed by 

LCIs at MAMBURAO BAY Northwest MINDORO. No casualties resulted 
from this landing. 

On the night of January 2-3 (one reenforced company) from 
MINDORO at BUB NAVI ST A (Southwest MARINDUQ.UE) without incident. 

On the 4th PALAU based B-24s dropped 100 pounders on Clark 
Field destroying an estimated 30 planes which were in revetments. 

We suffered no losses on this raid. 

Night of January 3-4 MINDORO positions were raided by 
an undetermined number of enemy planes. 3 A-20s were destroyed. 

We shot down 4 planes during these raids. 
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4 January (Oahu date) (Continued) 

CTF 77 (VAdm. Kincaid) estimates the Jap air strength 
in the Southwest Pacific Area as follows: 



VF 

VT & YSB 

vm. 

FP & VCS 

TOTAL 

Formosa 

135 

55 

55 

95 

340 

Luzon & Visayas 

230 

80 

80 

65 

455 

I.indanao 

25 

15 

15 

20 

75 

Borneo & Celebes 

105 

35 

35 

40 

190 


lOoO 


Approximately 300 of the 455 in Luzon-Visayas are believed to 
be in the Clark Field Area. 

During the period 2 January to 4 January a total of 55 
B-24s attacked the airfield areas at 1.70 JIMA. Bombing was 
from 16,000 - 19,000 feet, with results being unobserved in 
the raid. 


At BANGKOK on the 2nd 44 B-29s of the XX BomCom dropped 
176 tons on that target. Fighter opposition on this raid was 
weak. 



Q 


ARNOLD’S 042244 (pink) requests XX BomCom to make a special 
reconnaissance on the SINGAP0E3-LINGGA area to determine the 
possible whereabouts of the enemy naval force which departed 
CAPS SAINT JACQ, T JE3 on 30 December. 

CINCSVTPA’s 041417 (pink) requests Com3rdFlt include Clark 
and Angeles Fields in missions by Task Force 38 planes on S -3. 
He further states that land based planes will also work in 
this area on S - 3 . 3rdFlt planes to hit before 0900 and after 
1500. Shore based planes between those two hours. 

LEMAY’s 051046 (pink) advises CinCPA that he will arrive 
at GUAM at 061034 GCT. 

ARNOLD 042253 (pink) advises MacArthur that the 20th 
Bomber Command has been instructed to perform a special 
reconnaissance of the SINGAPORE-LINGGA area. 


CTF 77 050654 (pink) states that early information of 
the present location of the enemy force which departed 
CAMRANH BAY - CAPS SAINT JACQUES area on 30 December is highly 
important and further states that the primary mission of the 
submarines in the S77PA is to prevent the undetected approach 
of this force into the PHILIPPINE area. 
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5 January (Oahu date) 


rs 


FO: MOSA 3rd-4th: In attacks on FORMOSA and OKINAWA I IMA 
by TF 38 on the 3rd and 4th extremely adverse weather was 
encountered. Enemy air opposition was feeble. Gom3rdFlt 
comments, "Hips unwilling or unable to meet challenge." The 
Force was snooped but no attempt was made to attack the ships. 

The following results are reported: 


Enemy planes destroyed 111 

(30 airborne, 81 on ground) 

Enemy planes damaged 220 

Our Plane losses 34 

(17 combat, 17 operationally) 

Our personnel missing: Pilots 17 

Aircrewmen 2 

Enemy ships sunk 16 

(l large AH, 2 DE, 1 med.AE, 1 small 
AH, 1 PC, 10 small coastal AH) 

Enemy small craft sunk 11 

Enemy ships damaged 49 

(1 large DD, 4 DE, 6 PC, 1 L3V, 

2 large AH, 1 medium AK, 34 
small.AH) 

Enemy small craft damaged 9 


Ground destruction included 11 locomotives and 4 tank cars, 
several freight cars and gas trucks, 1 railway bridge, hangars, 
warehouses, docks, ammunition dumps and fuel dumps. Bombs, 
rockets, and strafing damaged hangars and other buildings, 
factories, fuel and ammunition dumps, and rolling stock. 

Com3raFlt estimates that there were 750 planes of all 
types on FORMOSA before the strikes on the 3rd. He reports 
locations of 519 planes (including trainers) photographed on the 
3rd. 56 were seen on OKINAWA and ISHIGAKA (125 miles east of 

FORMOSA). 

TG 94.9 (CruDiv 5 plus 6 CD’s) bombarded the BONINS and 
1.70 JEA on the 5th. The force approached from the ESS through 
closed in weather. A 260 foot AH was intercepted and sunk 40 
miles west of HAHA JIMA. Visibility was poor hence the 2 hour 
bombardment was conducted by radar. TANNING (DD-335) received one 
small caliber hit near waterline. D.7. TAILOR (DD-551) was 
also hit probably by a mine flooding some forward compartments. 

In the second phase, the bombardment of 170 JIMA began at 
1500 K. Targets were chiefly coast defenses and Ail batteries. 

The CA’s fired for 1/2 hour on the air strips; manyfires were 
reported as being observed and no damage to our ships in this 
phase was reported. Upon completion of the bombardment the 
force was scheduled to retire to SAIPAN. 
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$ January (Oahu date) (Continued) 


Forces of the forward Area landed on FAI3 o: the morning 
of 1 January. No evidence of its use as a base by enemy 
submarines or warships was discovered. Only a few Japanese 
were on the Island. 

The movements to the LINGAYSN area are proceeding according 
to schedule, however, there has been considerable air opposition. 
CTF 77.2 (Vidrn Oldendorf) reports 12 ships being hit by suicide 
bombers between the hours of 1630 (1/5) and 1500 (1/6) of which 
one unidentified snip was sunk and 9 seriously damaged. 

Specific damage was reported as follows: 

NS'./ MEXICO (BB-40) - hit on bridge;all communication out. 

WALKE (DD-723) - plane crashed into after part of bridge. 

A.M. 3UT.trER (DD-692) - hit aft, and after magazine flooded. 

R.P. LEARY (DD- 664 ) hit forward. 

LONG (DMS-12) and BROOKS (APD- 10) - both hit, but extent 
of damage unknown. 

On the 6th TF 38 planes maintained a continuous target CAP 
over the LUZON Fields from prior to dawn to after sunset. The 
procedure will be carried out again on the 7th. 

CTG 77.2 060614 outlines in some detail the damage inflicted 

by suicide attacks on the force proceeding to LINGAYEN. 

CTF 77 060934 (pink) requests 3rdFlt to repeat strikes 

and continuous CAP over LUZON fields on 7 January (3-2). 

C0K3RDFLT’s 052203 (pink) States that request appearing 
above will be carried out. 

5THFIGHTER COMMIT) 041609 (pink) states that whem K-l 
convoys cannot be covered from LEYTE the 310th Bomb ./ing and 
42nd Fighter Command will cover forces from ICENB0R0. 

COMAAFS'iVPA 051625 (pink) advises interested commands that 
3rd Fleet will be operating 16-30 N on January oth and 
states that ,'U.lied ..ir Force planes will not cross the SANTO CRUZ- 
BAGABAG-CAPE SAN ILDEFONSO line except in an emergency. 

TF 92 completed bombardment of SURIBACHI on the 6th. Fires 
were observed and no damage reported inflicted on our snips. 

This TF (CruDiv 1 plus escorting destroyers) is retiring to ATTU. 
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6 January (Oahu date) 

TF 38 is refueling on 8 January (I) after having hit 
LUZON for 2 days in a row. 

CTG 77.2 (VAdm Oldendorf) reports 8 additional ships hit 
on the evening of the 6th. 

CALIFORNIA (BB-44) 

AUSTRALIA (OA) hit twice 
LOUISVILLE (CA-28) hit twice 
COLUMBIA (CL-56) hit twice 

LOURY (DD-723) O’BRIEN (DD-725) 

NEWCOMB (DD-536) 

OCCA (ASrP-49) 

CTU 77.4.2 (RAdm Stump) reports that the MANILA BAY was 
damaged by 2 suicide bombers at 1745 on the 5th. 3AVC I3LAND(CVE78 
was also hit by a suicide bomber wrecking all her radar but 
no damage to personnel. Casualty reports on the MANILA BAY (CVE-61 
to date are 5 killed, 5 missing, 25 seriously wounded and 60 
minor wounds. 

The NE./ MEXICO (BB-40) was hit on the morning of the 6th 
on the port navigating bridge by a plane believed to be a Lily. 
Reports indicate that 4 officers were killed and 28 enlisted 
men killed and 130 injured. 

CTF 77*2 (V.klm Oldendorf) reports that operations on the 7th 
were carried out on schedule with slight enemy air opposition. 

CinC East Indies states that a landing was made on AKYAB 
as planned on the evening of 3 January. No opposition was 
encountered and the occupation of the island was completed that 
evening. 

Results of the raids by TF 38 planes on the 6th indicate 
the following: 

8 of 18 airborne enemy planes were shot down. 

19 destroyed on the ground. 

14 damaged on the ground. 

Com3rd Fleet comments that many operational aircraft were present • 
but were difficult to find because of the large number of duds, 
bad weather, and careful dispersal. Photographs taken on the 
6th showed 237 apparently operational planes on 12 LUZON fields, 
of which 123, more than half, were at Clark. Angeles, adjacent to 
Clark on the south, naa 32 and the other 10 had from 1 to 18. 

Visual coverage of the other fields indicated very few planes 
present. 

CTF 77 (VAdm Linkaid) 061824 reouests 3rd Fleet to cover 
as many airfields as possible in the LIKGAYEN area and furtner 
reouests giving consideration to moving 3rd Fleet west of the 
PHILIPPINES. 
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6 January (Oahu date)(Continued) 


♦ 

CominCh 031237 sets forth composition of CarDivs 1 through 

7. 

CTO 77.2 061210 (pink) summarizes results of damage 

inflicted on our forces on the 6th. 

JII.0P0A 070312 (pink) covers employment of 3rd Fleet in 
SOUTH CHINA SEA. 

CT5\ 77 070342 (pink) outlines possibility that major 

portion^ of Tap Fleet is at sea to westward of KYUSHU and could 
arrive at LIKGAYEN the morning of the 10th or possibly the night 
of 9 - 10. 


JIACARTHUR 070107 (pink) reruests bomber missions of the 20th 
Bomber Command to be diverted to strike airfields on FORMOSA instead 
of KEELING HARBOR. 

C0K3RDFLT 071044 (pink) outlines his estimate of the situation 
prior to the LINGAYE N landing. 

C INC 37,CP A 071207 (pink) outlines his estimate of the situation 
and covers contemplated installation of shore based air 
subsequent to capture of LINGAYEN air. 


ARNOLD 071708 (pink) states that 20th Bomber Command will 
attack 3IIIKCHIKU Airdrome instead of KESLUNG ILE130R as requested 
by Mac .rthur and that strikes will probablytake place on 9 Ian 
instead of on the 8th as originally scheduled. 

ARNOLD 072128 (pink) states that subsequent to 9 January 
both 20th and 21st Bomber Commands will be prepared to perform 
photographic reconnaissance upon request. 
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7 January (Oahu date) 

The landings in LINGAYEN GULF area are scheduled for the 
morning of 9 January (I). 

Additional information has been received relative to 
suicide tactics on our forces: 

SOUTHARD (DMS-10) hit. 

BROOKS (APD-10) reported hit yesterday was taken under tow 

and is now in hands of salvage party. 

APACHE (ATF- 67 ) minor damage. 

MINNEAPOLIS (CA- 36 ) superficially damaged. 

HELM (DD-338) superficially damaged. 

STAFFORD (DE-411) heavily damaged before arrival LINGAYEN. 

AUSTRALIA (CA) hit twice more. 

CALIFORNIA (BB-44) reported hit yesterday received her hit 

on the mainmast tower knocking out her 
after sky control station, secondary 
radios, 5" mount, #4 out of action as 
result of hit from one of our own ships. 

Reconnaissance was made by under water demolition teams 
and no under water defenses or mines were found in the landing 
area. All approaches are reported as being equally good. There 
is a moderate surf. 

In the LUZON area on the 6th heavy attacks were carried 
out. 54 B-24*s attacked field targets in the area; an undetermined 
number of P-38 f s, A-20’s and F4U*s made the attacks (probably 
100 planes). 

On the 7th CVE planes operating in the LINGAYEN area flew 
65 VF and 68 VT sorties expending 49 tons of bombs and 178 
rockets. 1 TBF was lost. 

LEMAY 070719 (pink). The 20th Bomber Command mission 
against SHINCHIKU has been delayed to 9 January. 

CINCPOA 072207 (pink) expresses concurrence in both 3rd 
Fleet and CinCSWP T s estimate of the situation which was requested 
by him. 

CINCPOA 072241 (pink) states that ComBatDiv 7 (RAdm Badger) 
in the INDIANA, will arrive SAIPAN 20 January and carry out 
surface bombardment on IWO JIMA shortly thereafter. Upon 
completion INDIANA proceeds ULITHI. 

CINCPAC 072326 (pink) concurs in Arnold’s recommendation 
to strike SHINCHIKU instead of KEELUNG HaRBOR. 

COMFWDAREA 072353- (pink) suggests continuous mining of 
CHICHI JILIA and HAHA JIMA, since most mines already laid have 
been swept. 
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7 January (Oahu date) (Continued) 

COMNaVGRP CHINA 080440 (pink) states that shipping is 
following close inshore on the Asiatic Coast and recommends 
that submarines take over blind bombing zones in which they 
can effectively operate as the 14 th Airforce is not considered 
a serious threat in this area. 

CTG 77.2 072046 (^.dm Oldendorf) (pink) covers sweep up 

of bombardment group for operations on the 7 +-A 



8 January (Oahu date) 

Strikes by planes of TF 38 were carried out against FORMOSA 

9 January. No air opposition was reported to have been en¬ 
countered. The northern searches and strikes on OKINAV/A and 
MIYAIvO JTI'A were cancelled due to unfavorable weather conditions. 
Only one snooper reached the force and he was shot down by the 
combat air partol. Out of 100 planes seen on FORMOSA 17 were 
definitely destroyed and 17 damaged. In addition 14 small 
ships and luggers were sunk and 17 additional ships (small) 

were damaged. 

LUZON - 6th and 7th: TF 33 planes accomplished the following: 
Destroyed - 18 airborne planes Sunk ) 


93 on ground 3 med. X ) 

- 117 plus other possibles. 4 small coastal M) 


Damaged 


5 luggers ) 


All on 

N & NW 

coast 

LUZON. 


Damaged 
1 large AK 
3 med.AK 
1 tug 

15 small craft 


Ground targets - RR, trucks, barracks, fuel & supply dumps. 
Our losses: 15 planes combat 


30 planes operationally 
25 pilots missing 
6 aircrewmen missing 


CVS planes used 93 tons of bombs and 1128 rockets in attacks 
on ground objectives in the area of LINGAYSN GULF. No planes 
were lost, and 2 enemy planes were destroyed. Heavy damage was 
done to ammunition, fuel, and supply dumps, to vehicles and gun 
emplacements, to barracks and other buildings, and to trench 
systems. Recco flights on the 8th from SDN FER1.XD0 south to 
detect enemy troop movements gave negative results. Total sorties 
were about 3GO. 
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8 January (Oahu date) (Continued). 

During bombardment operations in LINGAYEN GULF on the 6th 
fighter direction assisted in the shooting down of 15 planes, 
at least 9 by visual fighter direction. 

On the 7th Clark Field was attacked by 40 E-25’s and 97 A-20* 
destroying or badly damaging at least 60 planes, plus many others 
damaged, in low level attacks. Ground installations were also hit. 
P-38's destroyed 2 of 8-10 interceptors. T ,7e lost 4 A-20’s over 
the target, plus 3 A-20’s missing and 1 B-25 shot down. 

On the 9th TOKYO area was bombed by 72 B-29*s of the 21st 
Bomber Command. 14 Of these planes, however, returned early; 
results are not yet known but reports indicate that 6 planes 
out of the 72 failed to return from this strike. 

Operations on the 9th continued according to plans (LINGAYEN 
area. The CALLO'.VAY (APA-35) was hit by a suicide plane resulting 
in 16 casualties (6 dead and 10 critically injured). LST 912 
was hit by another suicide plane with minor damage inflicted. 

( 4 dead and 4 injured). 

C0M3RDFLT»s 090004 (pink) states that Plan GRATITUDE is 
placed in effect. (Operations in SOUTH CHINA SEA). 

C0L13RDFLT T s 090034 (pink) directs TF 38 and the Fast Oiler 
Group to proceed through LUZON STRAITS on the night of 9 - 10 
January for about 5 days operations in the CHINA SEA. 

IvIACARTHUR f s 091301 (pink) requests 20th AF to attack 
targets in the FORMOSA area S Day through S plus 8 within 
limits of their capability. 

CINCPAC’s 071842 summarizes possible methods of evading 
suicide bomber attacks. 

ODMGEK AAF POA 090401 requests Strategic Airforce POA to 
conduct early photo recco of TRUK and to prepare to conduct 
fighter bomber strikes against air facilities and with particular 
attention to K0EN airfield. 
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9 January (Oahu date) 

The landings in the LINGAYEN area appear to have been 
made on schedule with casualties reported exceptionally light. 

Com7thFleet reports additional damage to 3 ships which 
were hit on the 8th and 9th (I). KITKUN BAY (CVE-71) was 
hit by a suicide bomber and holed below the water line resulting 
in the loss of power. This CVE is now enroute to LINGAYEN 
under tow. 

COLORADO (BB-45) was hit by a 15" projectile ( special 
fuzed) dropped by a plane off her port quarter. 6 Officers 
and 12 men are reported killed and many others wounded. Most 
of her AA control equipment is reported out of commission. 

COLUMBIA (CL-56) was hit for the 2nd time. 

CTF 77 (VAdm Kinkaid) reports the formation of the 
LINGAYEN DEFENSE FORCE. This force consists of bombardment 
group, TG 77.2, (VAdm Oldendorf), close covering group 
TG 77.3 (RAdm Berkey) and the CVE Group TG 77»4 (RAdm Durgin), 
all under the command of VAdm Oldendorf. This force is 
assigned the task of protecting in, approaching and departing 
from, LINGAYEN GULF from attack by enemy surface force. 

Com3rdFlt is observing radio silence but is believed to 
be carrying out Plan GRATITUDE and approaching the SOUTH 
CHINA SEA on schedule. 

Photo recco on the 8th CaPE ST JACQUES showed 70,000 tons 
of merchant shipping. 14th Airforce reconnaissance of this 
port on the 9th, however, showed only 5 ships in the anchorage. 

On 11 January (ELD) CruDiv 5 and 4 DD’s are scheduled to 
depart ULITHI and proceed to a point some 350 miles east 
of LUZON to act as a covering force for the slow oilers 
operating in that vicinity. 

PUFFER (SS-268) reports sinking 5 ships out of a 10 ship 
convoy northeast of FORMOSA on the morning of the 10th. 1 

of these 5 ships was a large DD. 

PIRANHA (SS-3S9) reports scoring 2 hits in each of 2 
unidentified ships south of KYUSHU on the night of 9-10th. 

CAVALLA (SS-244) sank 2 small ships off western BORNEO 
on the night of the 5th. 

BESUG0 (SS-321) sank a large loaded tanker on the 6th 
off the eastern coast of MALAY. 

CINCPAC's 100825 (pink) requests clarification of 
ComPhibsPac 092220 and 100825 relative to the responsibilities 
to be assumed by ComFwdArea in protection of ships of Joint 
Expeditionary Force. 
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9 January (Oahu date) 




COMINCH & CNO 082055 requests report be made on 
employment of Civilian Internees on SAIPAN. 

CTF 77 090852 outlines the organization of the LINGAYEN 
Defense Force. 

CINCPAC O 9 HO 9 directs ComAirPac to submit specific 
reasons for the relief of Carrier Captains. 

CINCPOA 092131 concurs in the establishment of Western 
Pacific Base Command. 

'WEATHER 5TH AF 100849-1 summarizes the estimate of the 
tropical storm currently centered east of LEYTE. 

CTF 77 091218 outlines results of the S Day landings. 

CINCPOA O 52306 (pink) addressed to MacArthur indicates 
concern relative to readiness of 24th Corps for the ICEBERG 
Operation. 

CINCSWPA 081321 (pink) outlines readiness date of certain 
units. 

0 y "' / 


10 January (Oahu date) 

The 3rd Fleet was maintaining radio silence but planes 
from TF 38 are scheduled to strike shipping in the CAMRANH 
BAY area the morning of the 12th (I). 

Cora7thFlt reports satisfactory operations in the LINGAYEN 
area on the 10th, landing operations proceeding on schedule. 

The surf conditions have been somewhat poor, which has resulted 
in the slowing down of unloading. 

Additional damage to our ships has been reported: 

DUPAGE (APA 41) hit by suicide plane resulting in 
minor damage. 

KADASHAN BAY (CVE 76 ) cause and extent of damage not known. 

WAR HAWK (AP 168) moderate damage from an underwater 
explosion. 

LST 925 and 1025 - minor damage 

ROBINSON (DD 562 ) superficial damage. 
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10 January (Oahu date) (Continued) 

There was little enemy air opposition, but ships in the 
anchorage area were attacked by 6 small boats, 3 of which were 
sunk. Several swimmers with pistols or grenades ere captured 
or killed. 


The first echelon departed the LINGAYEN area on the night 
of the 9th and consisted of one damaged CVE, 3 damaged cruisers, 
40 transports of various types and escorts. A typhoon is cen¬ 
tered this morning (12th ELD) at 9-30 north 17-30 east moving 


on course 


290 at 11 knots. 




QUEENFISH (3S 393) reports 7 ships out of an 8 ship TAKAO 
bound convoy were sunk in a coordinated attack with the BARB 
(SS 220) and PICUDA (SS 382) west of FORMOSA during the night 
of 8-9 January. 

In the LUZON area on the 9th 180 medium, attack, and 
fighter bombers from MINDORO and LEYTE attacked various targets 
in the central LUZON plain area causing extensive damage to 
sundry mobile units, bridges, etc. On the 10th in the LUZON 
area 24 B-24's dropped a number of tons of bombs scoring 50 
hits on the GRACE PARK air field north of MANILA. 

CTF 77 reports that damaged carrier planes have been landing 
on the LINGaYEN strip and that enemy air opposition was neglig¬ 
ible on that day. 

At FORMOSA on the 9 th 39 B-29's from the 20th Bomber 
Command hit KEELUNG Harbor '(Northwestern tip of FORMOSA). 

There were no plane losses and no personnel casualties result¬ 
ing from this attack. 


DEPC0MAF 20th AF 100215 states that BomCom 21 will strike 
principle air installations of OKINAWA between the 12th and 14th. 

MacARTHUR’s 101447 states that BomCom 20 has been directed 
to neutralize air installations on FORMOSA during period 10 
through 17 January. 

CHUNGKING'S 110504 requests clearance from CincPac to lay 
mines in the CAMRANH BAY area. This to be carried out by 
14th AF. 


CinCPOA's 110216 discusses release 
subsequent to M-l operation. 


of Pacific Fleet units 

4 / 
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11 January (Oahu date) 

Com3rdFleet reports that poor weather nrevented great 
damage to shipping in his FORMOSA' strike on the 9th, but that 
the enemy air had been smothered. TF 38 and TG 30.8 entered 
the CHINA SEA undetected. 3 Jap transport planes enroute LUZON 
to FORMOSA were shot down by night fighters. Two oilers collided 
while transiting BALINTaNG ST3a.IT, but the fueling rendezvous 
was effected on time and fueling was completed the morning of 
the 11th. One task group augmented by fast BB was advanced 
toward CAMRANH BAY at high speed, covered by CAP from other 
groups. At 1630, 3 JAKES were shot down near this force, 
apparently before they reported it. Searches were launched 
at 03001/12. Apparently the force was still undetected, for a 
later report originated at 11331/12 states that planes were 
attacking the INDO-CHINA coast from SaIGON to CAPE SAHOI, that 
complete surprise was effected, and that air opposition was 
negligible. I3E and HYUGA were not located. 

In a message sent at 20001/12 Com3rdFleet reported 
attacks still in progress. Several convoys plus scattered 
shipping were subjected to persistent and devastating attacks 
at SAIGON, CAMRANH BAY, and along the INDO-CHINA coast. 25 
ships including a CL and several DD and DE were sunk, 13 others 
were seriously damaged. Air opposition was light; 39 planes 
were destroyed. The CL was the largest combatant unit sighted. 

The task force is due to fuel today. CinCPac directed 
Com3rdFleet to cover the LINGaYEN-MINDORO area. 

Com7thFleet reports the arrival of the reinforcement 
group and the landing of 158th RCT and 125th Inf. Div. on the 
11th. Returning echelons are apparently departing on schedule, 
i.e. on S, S plus 1 and S plus 2 days both slow and fast 
groups have departed. Destroyers from TG 77.7 sank or dam¬ 
aged 20 to 25 barges and a frei hter unloading at SAN FERNANDO. 

SOPA ULITHI reports that MAZAM (AE9) while at anchor in 
ULITHI at 0700K/12 was torpedoed in the bow. There was no fire 
or explosion, and, while the ship is flooded forward, she is in 
no danger. Local escorts are searching, and there are so far 
indications of 1 midget sub in the anchorage. 

On the 12th, planes from TF 38 attacked targets on the 
FRENCH INDO-CHINa coast from SAIGON to CaPE SAHOI. Complete 
surprise was achieved. Preliminary report indicates that 25 
ships were sunk including 1 KaTORI class CL and several DD-DE. 

13 other ships ere seriously damaged. Report states that no 
ships larger than CL referred to above were seen. 45 planes were 
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11 January (Oahu date) (Continued) 

destroyed, which includes 3 transport planes and 3 float planes 
shot down enroute to the target. There were 18 airborne planes 
over SAIGON (the only air opposition) and 10 of these airborne 
planes were shot down. 50 planes were sent on the ground at 
TAN SON NHUT Air Field near SAIGON and 8 of these were des¬ 
troyed. 20 seaplanes and flying boats were destroyed at 
CAMRANH, Q.UI NHON and CATSLAI seaplane bases. No damage was 
inflicted on our surface forces. 

47 B-29’s carried out a raid on the SINGAPORE area 
on the 11th. Raids were carried out by the 20th BomCom. 22 
bombed the SINGAPORE docks and 14 bombed other targets in the 
tlALAY area. 20 to 30 interceptors appeared, resulting in the 
loss of 4 enemy planes and 11 damaged. 2 B-29 T s are missing 
and 4 others were believed to have landed at other friendly 
bases. 


ComGenPOA’s 110548 requests information relative to 
availability of certain units for employment in the iceberg 
operation. 


CTG 77.2 111031 sets forth ComBatRon l’s OpPlan 1-45. 

CTG 77.2 111657 sets forth Annex B of Battle Plan B 
(night battle plan). 

CominCh 121241 suggests that arrangements be made to 
employ the 3rd Fleet in a position west of LUZON STRAIT. 


Com3rdFlt*s 112239 sets forth the alternate 3rd Fleet 
exit plan from the CHINA SEA. 


Com3rdFlt’s 112241 outlines results of the strikes on 
FORMOSA on the 9th. 


MARSHALL T s 112206^ states that joint ^eabirred staff 
decision required 97th and 86th Infantry Divisions to be 
diverted to another theater. 


CinCPOA’s 121607 requests CinCSWPA and DepCom 20th AF 
to extend searches so as to cover Cape St JACQUES to SINGAPORE. 


CinCPOA’s 121606 reauests 3rd Fleet to operate west 
of LUZON. 


Com3rdFlt*s 121941 pink outlines his employment of the 
task force in the CHINA SEa and states that he will be able to 
remain there (CHINA SEA) until 23 January. 

CTG 77.2 111611 sets forth Annex A of Battle Plan A. 
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12 January (Oahu date) 

Reports from Com3rdFleet indicate that bad weather 
slowed fueling of the task force on the 13th and also pre¬ 
vented complete searches. Fueling and searches are reported 
as continuing today in the vicinity of 18 North 114 hast. 

Additional damage from suicide planes in the LINGAYEN 
area covering the night 11-12 follows: 

BELKNAP (APD 34) - heavily damaged. 

GILLIGAN (DE 508) - superficial damage. 

R. W. SUESENS (DE 342) - superficial damage. 

A relief oiler group consisting of 7 AOs and 2 CVEs 
that has been operating east of the PHILIPPINES has been 
ordered into the SOUTH CHINA SEA. They will arrive off 
LEYTE afternoon of the 14th, pick up 2 3rd Fleet oilers 
already stationed there, transit SURIGAO STRaIT and arrive 
off MINDORO morning of the 16th where they will join the 
oilers of TG 30.8 which have refueied TF 38. The empty oilers 
will then return to ULITHI via SURIGaO STRAIT. 

BALAO (SS 285) reports sinking a large tanker with 7 
hits. She also sank a small sailing vessel. 

Continued air attacks on ground objectives by the shore 
based air force are being carried out in the LUZON area. 
Cumulative figures since the LINGAYEN operation commenced 
show the following destruction inflicted on mobile units: 

26 locomotives. 

309 railway cars. 

390 trucks. 

8 tanks. 

11 armed cars. 

Approximately 30 B-24's have been hitting I.VO JIMA every 
day for the past few days. Each plane appears to carry approx¬ 
imately a two-ton bomb load. 

Photographs taken on the 12th indicate that all runways 
on both BVO JIMA air fields continued to be operative, with a 
maximum of 10 operational aircraft present. 

Final results of the strike on FORMOSA by planes of 
TF 38 follows: 
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12 January (Oahu date) (Continued) 


Enemy planes destroyed.42 

Enemy planes damaged.61 

Enemy ships sunk.15 

(2 DD or DE, 1 large AO, 1 large AK, 

2 medium AK, 9 small ships) 

Enemy small craft sunk.18 

Enemy ships damaged.62 

(3 AO, 5 large AK, 3 medium AK, 1 DD, 

5 DE, 45 small ships) 

Enemy small craft damaged......42 


Our losses in this strike were 10 planes, with 5 pilots and 
8 air crewmen missing. 

The first strike on FORMOSA was carried out the night of 
January 11-12 by B-24*s based at LEYTE. 40 planes made the 
attack on the HEITO air field. There was no opposition, 
either fighter or AA. 

Joint Chiefs' of Staff 062231 covers request to WEDEMEYER 
for photograph coverage of certain areas of the CHINA coast. 

AAFPOA's 102302 covers the effort being made by WEDEMEYER 
to support the 20th BomCom during period 10 January to 17 
January. 

MacARTHUR*s 121252 relative to employment of 3rd Fleet 
in the protection of the LINGAYEN beachhead. 

Com7thFlt 121415 covers OpPlan for M-6. 

MacARTHUR’s 301431 covers requirements for M-l reinforce¬ 
ment convoys and conduct of the M-3 operation. 

CinCPOA*s 130850 answers MacARTHUR’s dispatch relative 
to employment of 3rd Fleet units to cover the LINGAYEN beach¬ 
head and discusses release of 3rd Fleet units at an early date. 

MacARTHUR’s 130215 requests Com Allied Air Forces to 
extend searches to include the CAPE SAINT JACQUES-SAIGON area 
in an effort to locate the 2nd Diversion Attack Force. 

CinCSWPA 131511 requests Com Allied Air Forces to extend 
search sectors along the northwest coast of BORNEO-PALAWAN 
with view of possibly locating, the 2nd Diversion Attack Force. 

DepComAF 20 132144 states that BomCom 20 will comply 
with CinCPac’s request to search the IND0-CHINA coast in hn 
effort to locate the 2nd Diversion Attack Force. 
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13 January (Oahu date) 

Task Force 38 is operating east of HAINAN, scheduled 
to carry out missions against that target. No reports 
have been received regarding this strike. 

Suicide attacks in the LINGAYEN area on the 12th re¬ 
sulted in damage to four ships. The SALAMAUA (CVE 96 ) was 
hit by a plane which penetrated her flight deck. The after 
engine room was reported flooded but indications are that 
she can -travel at 5 knots under her own power. 1 AKA and 
2 liberty ships were also hit on this day. 

Photographs of 8 FORMOSA air fields b,, planes of the 
20th BomCom showed 259 planes on the 13th. 

The 20th and 21st BomComs were active on the 14 th. 

82 B-29's of the 20th BomCom were airborne for an attack 
on SHINCHIKU (northwestern FORMOSA). Preliminary reports 
indicate that instead of hitting the primary target the 
majority of planes dumped their bombs on the KAGI air field, 
which was a secondary target. Cloud cover was 10/10, hence 
results were unobserved. 

On the 14th 73 B-29*s of the 21st BomCom took off for 
an attack on the MITSUBISHI Aircraft Factory. Preliminary 
reports indicate that 41 planes bombed the primary target, 6 
visually and 35 by radar. No report of results has as yet 
been received. 

CinCPOA’s 122013 requests ComGen U. S. Army Forces 
CHINA to support ICEBERG operations in accordance with 
Fivesome Agreement and to continue mining operations in the 
HONG KONG Harbor. 

ComAirPac’s 131933 discusses employment of certain 
carriers and suggests revision of current CarDiv organiza¬ 


tion. 
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14 January (Oahu date) 

The 3rd Fleet reports that Task Force 38 was snooped 
on the afternoon of the 14 th while fueling. Strike on 
FORMOSA, plus fighter sweeps on AMOY, SWATOW and HONG KONG, 
were scheduled for the 15 th (I). Com3rdFlt reports bad 
weather, which probably prevented extensive damage to 
shipping concentrations which have been reported in the 
target area the past few days. A strike is scheduled by 
Task Force 38 on HONG KONG on the 16th ana also a sweep 
of HAINAN is likewise scheduled the same day. The Force 
is scheduled to fuel on the 17th. 

FRENCH INDO-CHINA - 12th (amplification): Com3rdFleet 
reports final results of the strikes and sweeps of TF 38 
planes on the 12th: 

Enemy ships sunk.41 ships, 127,000 tons 

Enemy ships damaged.28 ships, 70,000 tons 

Examples: An 11-ship convoy of 1 A0, 4 med. AK, 

2 DE, 4 PC, total 17,000 tons, completely destroyed. 

A 19-ship convoy had 11 ships sunk ana 8 others 
beached and damaged - typhoon bait. 80 per cent of 
ship destruction was substantiated by extensive 


photos.) 

Enemy planes destroyed in air.15 

Enemy planes destroyed on ground.77 

Enemy planes destroyed on water. .20 

Total enemy planes destroyed ll2 

Enemy planes damaged on ground.50 


(Included in planes destroyed were practically all 
of 23 reinforcing Bettys and 25-30 Tojos and Oscars 
which arrived in tine to be destroyed by the dusk 
target CAP. Many others from 45 twin-engine — 
mostly transports -- and 29 single-engine seen at 
TAN SON NHUT.) 


Our combat plane losses.16 

Our operational plane losses.7 

Cur pilots missing.14 

Our aircrewmen missing.11 


Ground damage included a long dock at CAMRANH destroyed 
by torpedoes; 5 of 9 shell tanks at SAIGON; oil storage, 
buildings and v/arehouses, a seaplane hangar, and heavy damage 
to Texas and Standard Vacuum plants. 

There was no damage to our surface forces and their 
withdrawal was not snooped. 
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TOP SECRET 

14 January (Oahu date) (Continued) 

Further reports on the strike against FORMOSA by the 20th 
BomCom on the 14th indicate that 54 B-29’s attacked the KAGI 
airdrome. Seven planes were destroyed on the ground and six 
were damaged. 69 planes were observed on the ground plus 57 
dummy planes. Another strike on FORMOSA is scheduled by the 
20th BomCom for the 16th. 

TRUK was hit on the 14 th by 42 B-24’s. Direct hits were 
scored on the runways and dispersal areas of the north and 
south MOEN airfields. Three enemy fighters were airborne 
but failed to attack. Shortly after the B-24’s hit this 
target 10 P-38’s carried out a fighter sweep in the TRUK 
area destroying two enemy fighters. One P-38 is reported 
missing from this strike. 

CinCPac’s 140050 recommends establishment of Air Force 
Subordinate Command, Forward Area, short title: AirPacSubComFwd. 

DepComAF 20 142125 outlines to ARNOLD the present plans 
for development of air fields and facilities for the VLR’s 
in the MARIANAS. 

CinCPOA’s 150021 (pink) requests clarification regarding 
assembly for staging of the 24 th Corps. 

CinCPOA’s 150649 (top secret) requests CinCSoWesPac to 
allow Com5thFlt to send ships to CASIGURAN BAY after IWO JIMA 
operation to determine suitability for advanced anchorage 
during OKINAWA operation. 

CTF 77 120730 (top secret) covers release of ships to 
the Pacific Fleet subsequent to Ml operation. 

Supreme Allied Commander Southeast Asia Command 140930 
(top secret) states that he has no objection to the 20th 
BomCom bombing and mining FORMOSA on 22 and 23 January. 
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15 January (Oahu date) 

Com3rdFleet reports successful strikes on the South 
CHINA Coast on 15 and 16 January. The force was located 
on the 15th but on the 16th there were no snoopers and 
no enemy attacks were made on the force. Incomplete re¬ 
sults of the strikes on these two days indicate that 16 planes 
were shot dowij 18 destroyed on the ground and 36 were damaged. 

Com7thFleet reports that unloading continues in the 
LINGAYEN GULF with little air opposition encountered. 

CTF 94 (Vice Admiral HOOVLR) reports that the FLEMING 
(DE 32), which made contact on a submarine between ENIWETOK 
and GUAM, probably succeeded in sinking it on the 14 th. 

Reports state that oil is continuing to rise 30 hours after 
the attack. 

63 B-24s, based both at PALAU and in the PHILIPPINES, 
attacked LUZON targets on the 13 th and 14th. Considerable 
damage was reported as being inflicted. At IWO JIMA attacks 
were continued on the 15 th by B-24s. 14 planes made hits on 

the No. 1 air field and fires were reported as being observed. 

CinCPOA’s 130237 (pink) outlines approval for future 
employment of certain VLR wings in the NANSEI SH0T0 area 
and further authorizes another VLR wing to be employed on 
GUAM subject to availability of shipping and supporting 
service troops. 

Com7thFlt's 121415 and Com7thFlt's 151018 (pink) out¬ 
line changes to OpPlan 18-44. 

Com3rdFlt’s 160211 (pink) recommends to CinCPac that 
after fueling on the 17 th he desires to move east of the 
F0RM0SA-LUZ0N line in view of the fact that further offen¬ 
sive operations by Task Force 3 8 are not considered com¬ 
mensurate with the effort and risk involved. 

CinCPac’s 161836 (pink) proposes to direct HALSEY to 
move eastward of LUZON STRAIT and strike enemy air force in 
FORMOSA and OKINAWA and requests concurrence of CominCH. 

CominCh 162220 (pink) concurs in CinCPac's recommendation 
to direct Com3rdFlt to operate east of the LUZON-FORI.iOSA line. 

ComGenAAFPOA’s 150102 refers to service troops to support 
VLR wings scheduled for Pacific operations. 

CinCPOA’s 151817 approves ComGenAAFPOA’s appearing dir¬ 
ectly above with certain attendant provisions. 

Assistant Secretary of the Navy for Air, together with 
Vice Admiral FITCH and party, arrived PEaRL HAR? nD + + 














16 January (Oahu date) 


Task Force 38 continues to fuel on the 17th and if 
undetected by the enemy will transit LUZON STRAITS on the 
night of 17-18 January and will conduct strikes against 
FORMOSA on the 19th and will strike OKINAWA on the 21st 
or 22nd. Fueling operations will be carried out on the 20th. 

ComNavuroup CHINA reports 3 large enemy convoys, one 
of 9 transports and another of 15 auxiliaries, along the 
GHINa COAST north of AMOY and another transport group in 
the CHOSEN STRAITS headed northeast. 

B-29 reports indicate that sightings were made in the 
KOBE HARBOR of 20 large ocean going vessels and similar 
reports of shipping in the OSAKA HARBOR indicate 55 large 
vessels (at least 10 of which appear to be large warships 
plus 1 CV). 

Amplified reports from the 21st BomCom relative to the 
strike on the MITSUBISH plant at NAGOYA on the 14th reveal 
that 40 B-29s attacked the primary target, dropping 94 tons 
thereon. 20 B-29s attacked the urban area. Airborne inter- 
cepters made aggressive attacks. 20 aircraft are reported as 
being destroyed, 14 probably destroyed and 31 additional 
damaged. Our losses were 34 personnel; damage to our planes 
not stated. 

IWO JIMa was attacked again on the 16th by 10 B-24s 
together with a P-38 escort. The P-38 escort was hampered 
by unfavorable weather and only two reached the target, one 
of which was ditched upon returning (25 miles northwest of 
SAIPAN). 

CinC BPF 152201 (pink) covers the reporting for duty 
to CinCPac by Commander in Chief, British Pacific Fleet, in 
accordance with the Octagon decisions. 

CinCPOA '3 161837 (pink) recommends inclusion of LINGGA 
ROADS in the mining plans for 25 January (20th BomCom). 

CinC BPF 151234 (pink) outlines the organization of 
the British Pacific Fleet regarding nomenclature of units 
and authorities forming the task force. 

CinCPac's 170133 (pink) concerns information received 
regarding suoply of petroleum requirements for the British 
Pacific Fleet. 

CinCPOA’s 162359 (pink) requests Com3rdFleet to acknow¬ 
ledge his dispatch relative to immediate employment of 3 rd 
Fleet. 
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16 January (Oahu date) (Continued) 

Com3rdFlt*s 170243 (pink) schedules movements of 
Task Force 38 from 18 January to 22 January inclusive. 

CinCBPF 160327 (pink) refers to supply of bulk petroleum 
products to British units operating in the Pacific and sets 
forth estimates of contemplated requirements for the month 
of April. 

CinCSWPA’s 150110 (pink) covers transfer of certain 
units in the SoWesPac area to the 24 th Corps. 

CinCEI 130939, 130956, 131024 and 131046 (pink) cover 
operations to be carried out against the PALEMBANG refinery 
on 22 January and further cover dates on which British 
Pacific Fleet units will arrive Fremantle. 


CTF 77 (Vice Admiral KINCAID) 170432 (pink) outlines 
requirements for certain Pacific Ocean Area ships for em¬ 
ployment in the M7 operation scheduled for 29 January and 
further requests'retention in the SoWesPac Area of certain 
fleet units. 


CinCPac’s 170305 (pink) covers requirements for combat 
employment of Marine aviation during the next six months. 

17 January (Oahu date) 

Due to heavy weather CTF 38 was unable to complete 
fueling on the 18th and plans to carry out operation plan 
"EXIT" which contemplates transit of 3URIGA0 STRAIT instead 
of LUZON STRAIT as previously planned. 

Allied Air Forces assumed responsibility and direct 
support of ground operations and protection of naval forces 
on the 17th. This releases 8 CVEs and escorts which left 
LINGAYEN the night of the 17th for ULITHI. 


Troop and resupply echelons for Eastern MINDORO and 
Western MARINDUQUE completed missions without enemy contact 
on 16, 17 and 18 January. 

The results of air action in the PHILIPPINES are re¬ 
ported as follows: 

LUZON (14th - delayed reports): 

21 B-25s with P-51 cover striking APARRI destroyed 
20 planes on the ground and shot down 2. 

- Continued - 
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17 January (Cont’d) 

LUZON (Cont’d) 


r\ 


19 A-20s with P-47 cover hit TUGUEGARAO, south of APARRI, 
destroying 3 planes and shooting down 1 . 

36 A-20s destroyed 35-40 planes on the ground in a low- 
level attack on Clark Field. 

PALAU-based B-24s attacked CABANATUAN Airfield, destroying 
buildings and causing many fires. 

10 B-25s hit B^TANGAS Area, knocking out 30-40 trucks and 
and 3 tanks. 

23 MINOORO-based P-40s attacked railroad installations 
at lARLOC. 

LUZON (15th): 

PALAU B-24s hit Clark Field, causing fires. 

P-40s attacked MANILA area, strafing 60-70 trucks and 6-8 
tanks. 

All types of aircraft continued attacking communications 
and transportation in the BATaNGaS-BICOL Area. 

BULRTO PRINCESSA, PALAWAN (15th): 

25 A-20s bombed airfield, results unobserved. 

BORNEO (15th): 

33 B-24s bombed JES3ELT0N Field. 

9 B-24s bombed railroad yards. 

ComNavGroup CHINA 170631 (pink) states that 14th Air Force will 
conduct maximum operations practicable during the ICEBERG Opera¬ 
tion and will continue the mining of HONGKONG HARBOR. 

MacArthur 171229 (pink) urges retention of six old battleships 
until the situation has clarified in the LUZON Area. 

MacArthur 171400 (pink) concerns present utilization of the 
24 th Corps at LEYTE. 

CinCSWPA 171535 (Pink) discusses the dates for return of CVE’s 
and escorts from Southwest Pacific Area to P0A. 

CinCSWPA 180141 (pink) concurs in Vice Admiral Kinkaid’s 
despatch relative to returning certain fleet units in the South¬ 
west Pacific Area. 

Cincpac 180358 (pink) sets forth schedule for the release 
and retention of certain fleet units in Southwest Pacific Area. 

Com3rdFleet 180947 (pink) states that 19 January will be the 
day for executing Plan "EXIT" (transit of SURIGA0 STRAIT). 

Com3rdFleet 181001 (pink) that refueling was hampered by severe 
weather and states that he expects to refuel on the 19 th west of 
LUZON and will transit SURIGAO STRAIT shortly thereafter. 


Continued 
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17 January (Conu'd) 



Gincpac 181837 (pink) suggests giving consideration to the 
transit of LUZON STRAIT instead of SURIGAO STRAIT. 


Cominch 182120 (pink) concurs in Cincpac's recommendation 
appearing directly above. 

ComAFSWPA 162210 (pink) states that 5th Air Force FORMOSA 
strikes have been cancelled for 16 January and will be postponed 
indefinitely during establishment of Air Force in LINGAYEN Area. 

Joint Chiefs.of Staff 170349 (pink) covers the three phases 
of ICEBERG Operation.and that pending further preparations*for the 
SUBLIME Coast operation should be deferred but ^reparations should 
continue for an operation in the CHU3AN-NINGP0 Area. 


Joint Chiefs of Staff 162254 (pink) covers redeployment of 20th 
Bomber Command from CHINA bases to the MARIANAS and deployment of 
the 7th Heavy Bombardment Squadron from INDIA to the 14th Air Force 
in CHINA upon evacuation of the CHENGTU bases by the 20th Bomber 
Command. 


Cominch 301328 (pink) covers 
Pacific Area. 

18 January (Oahu date) 


employment of tankers in the 



CTF 38 has cancelled plans to transit SURIGAO and now intends 
to transit LUZON STRAITS (BALINTAG CHANNEL) on the night 20-21 Janu¬ 
ary. Attacks are scheduled against FORMOSA on the 21st and OKINAWA 
on the 23rd or 24th. 


Revised figures have been received relative to the strikes on 
HONGKONG and HAINAN: 


Destroyed: 3 AK and 3 small AK Our Losses: 

Damaged: 2 AK Planes - 26 combat 

1 large AP 27 operational 

4 AO (torpedoes & bombs-KAMOI) 

9 small AK Missing - 24 pilots 

1 DD, 5 DE 19 crewmen 

Plus many small craft 

Intense, accurate AA - HONGKONG. High seas, and overcast. 




B-29s from the 20th Bomber Command hit SHINCHIKU on the 16th. 
78 planes bombed the target with a total of 505 tons. 


In the PHILIPPINES unfavorable weather appears to have restricted 
air operations to some extent. Enemy air attacks on our LINGAYEN 
and MINDORO positions were reported to have declined materially. The 
LINGAYEN strip was being used by our fighters and transports com¬ 
mencing the 16th. 


Continued 












18 January (Cono'd) 


Cominch 171916 (pink) authorizes Cincpac to establish a new 
flag officer command, subordinate command of Air Force, Pacific 
Fleet, in the forward area to be known as AirPacSubComFord. 

Com3rdFlt 181022 (pink) advises CinCSWPA that unfavorable 
weather has caused 3rd Fleet operating schedule to be unpredictable 
and suggests that he continue his strikes dependent upon his capa¬ 
bilities alone. 

CinCSWPA 181231 (pink) grants authority for Com5thFleet to in¬ 
vestigate CASIGURUN BAY (16 N, 122 E - E. coast LUZON). 

Com3rdFlt 190438 (pink) covers operating schedule from 19 
January to 24 January. 

Com3rdFlt I 909 IO (pink) sets forth his estimate of the general 
situation. 


19 January (Oahu date) 

TF 38 was scheduled to transit LUZON STRAIT the night of 20-21 
and will operate in the near future eastward of the F0RM0SA-LUZ0N 
line. 



CTF 77.2 (V, Adm. Oldendorf), whose forces consist of 6 OBB, 

3 CA, 12 DD, covering LINGAYEN GULF have been ordered to remain 
inside the Gulf prepared to sortie on short notice. Light covering 
forces continue to operate west of MINDORO. 

On the 19th, 64 B-29s from the 21st Bomber Command bombed the 
Kawasaki Aircraft Engine Plant at AKASHI. Bombing was conducted 
from 26,000 feet and 640 500-lb. general purpose bombs were dropped 
on the target. Huge fires and explosions were reported in the tar¬ 
get area. Five enemy intercepting planes were shot down, 3 probably 
shot down and 3 damaged. No mention is made of any losses to 
blue planes. 

l.iacArthur 191252 (pink) is in reply to a request by Cincpoa 
relative to the withdrawal of Third Fleet units. 

Cincpac 191729 (pink) concurs in Halsey’s estimate of the 
general situation. 

ComGenAAFPOA 200435 (pink) covers VLR Wing facilities at 
TINIAN and GUAM. 

Cincpoa 172233 (pink) points out that operations against enemy 
held positions in the MARSHALLS should be reviewed to making certain 
that expenditure of personnel, fuel and explosive are justified by 
the results to be obtained. 


Continued 
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19 January (Oahu date - Cont’d) 


<*> 


Cincpoa 19015B (pink) authorizes release of the 498th Bomb 
Group from allocation to the Pacific Ocean Areas. 

Cincpoa 190308 (pink) covers Cincpoa responsibilities for 
providing bulk petroleum requirements for the”British Pacific Fleet. 

CTF 77 200034 (pink) covers change No. 4 to OpPlan 18-44. 

CinCSWPA 200535 (pink) outlines to Cincpoa that the 24th 
Corps will be ready for ICEB7RG to meet its scheduled date of 1 
April. 

|1 ( jL.*A 

20 January (Oahu date) 

Task Force 38 made strikes on FORMOSA and SAKA3H3MA GUNTO 
on the 21st. No reports have been received as to carnage inflicted. 

Incomplete reports indicate that the TIC0NDER0GA was damaged, 
however she is proceeding to ULITHI under her own power. All 
available tugs at ULITHI have been ordered to the fueling area, 

20-30 N, 125 E. 

A destroyer and cruiser sweep around SAKASHIMA GUNTO origin¬ 
ally scheduled for 21 January was cancelled. 

A report from the ZHILIN (APA 3) indicates that she was hit 
on 13 January by a suicide plane. 

A strike is scheduled for 22 January by units of the British 
Fleet against PALAMBaNG oil refineries. 

Com3rdFlt reports numerous Japanese planes observed ferrying 
between FORMOSA and LUZON, majority of which were southbound. Ten 
of these planes being ferried were shot down. 

Air activity continued on the 19th against IWO JB1A and 
CHICHI JIMa. 9 B-24s hit the former target and 7 B-24s bombed 
the latter target. 

There was no enemy air activity over the LINGAYEN Area for a 
period of 48 hours (17th to 19th). Air attacke by our forces con¬ 
tinued in the LUZON Area. A number of planes were destroyed in 
sweeps over LAOAG, LIRA, LEGASPI and SAN MARCELINO Fields. 


Cincpac 201817'"answers CinCSWPA despatch relative to release 
of 2 damaged battleships for overhaul. 

Cincpoa 210156 (pink) answers CinCSWPA despatch relative to 
release of the 24th Corps for the OKINAWA Operatf 
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21 January (Oahu date) 

On 21 January (ELD) Ta3k Eorce 38 attacked the enemy air 
force, shipping and installations in FORMOSA. Forty-three 
Japanese aircraft were destroyed in aerial combat, 97 were 
destroyed on the ground, and approximately 100 more were 
damaged in attacks on the airdromes at HEITO, CHOSHU, 

MATSUYAMA, EIKO, KUPUTSUA, GIRAN, KOSHUN and TAIEN. Intense 
antiaircraft fire was encountered at TAKAO. At TAKAO two 
large ships and the docks and industrial area were left 
burning furiously. Considerable damage was inflicted on 
shipping at KEELUNG, TOSHIEN and NAN WAN in PORMOSA, at MAKO 
in the PESCADORES and in the SAKISHIMA Islands. 

During this operation the TICONDEROGA (CV-14), LANGLEY(CVL-27) 
and MADDOX (DD-731) were damaged. 

Eleventh Army Air Force planes attacked KATAOKA WAN on the 
island of SHIMUSHU in the northernmost KURILES. 


Docks and buildings on YAP were bombed and small craft at 
BABEL THUAP were destroyed by aircraft of Fleet Air Wing ONE. 


The FOURTH Marine Aircraft Wing aircraft continued 
neutralization of islands in the MARSHALIS. 



22 January (Oahu date) 

Vice Admiral Oldendorf with CALIFORNIA (BB-44) and NEW 
MEXICO (BB-40) has left the LINGAYEN area for ULITHI. Rear 
Mmirals Weyler and Sowell are remaining in MISSISSIPPI (BB-41), 
PENNSYLVANIA, (BB-38), WEST VIRGINIA (BB-48) and COLORADO (BB-45). 

Com3rdFleet's 221010 advises completion of photographic 
strike on OKINAWA and withdrawal toward ULITHI. 

Com3rdFleet’s 221545 reports damage to HANCOCK (CV-19) by 
deck explosion of a bomb on own airplane and advises 10 days 
required to repair HANCOCK (CV-19) and LANGLEY (CVL-37). 

CinCPac's 222059 (pink) covers status Rear Admiral Hall 
at LEYTE. 

MaoArthur's 211541 covers modification of FILBAS Agreement 
concerning individual Army personnel. 
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23 - 26 January 1945 (Guam dates) 

Preliminary report or 3rd Fleet strikes against FORMOSA on 21 January follows: 

43 planes shot down in the air. 

97 - on the ground. 

Substantial shipping damage at TOSHIEN, KEELUNG. AMOY, and SAKA- 
SHIMA. 

At TAKAO the docks and industrial areas were left burning furiously. 
70,000 tons of shipping were estimated sunk. 

On the 22nd strikes were again carried out on FORMOSA, resulting in the 
following damage: 

27 planes destroyed on the ground and 41 others damaged. 

1 medium AK exploded and 31 small vessels were sunk, plus 27 others 
damaged. 

Excessive damage was inflicted on buildings on IE SHIMA, and other 
installations in the area were also damaged. 

TICQNDERQGA (CV 14) was hit by 2 suicide bombers on the 2lst and 22nd. The 
HANCOCK (CV 19) was damaged by an explosion of a bomb in one of her own planes. 
Repairs are estimated to be completed in 10 days. The LANGLEY (CVL 27) also was 
hit by a bomb and estimated tune for completion of repairs is 10 days. The 
MADDCK (DD 73l) was hit by a suicide bomber. 

Com7thFlt (VAdm Kinkaid) announces the organization of a new heavy covering 
group (TF 77.2) consisting of: 

PENNSYLVANIA (RAdm Weyler, CTG) 

MISSISSIPPI 

WEST VIRGINIA (RAdm Sowell) 

COLORADO 
SHROPSHIRE 
PORTLAND 
MINNEAPOLIS 
and 12 DD 

This group is charged with the defense of shipping in LEYTE GULF from surface 
attack. 

A coordinated attack (TF 93, 2lst Bomber Command, and TG 94.9) against IWO 
JIMA took place on the 24th. Spotting reports indicate that the ship bombardment 
was successful. 3 small AK's were sunk, 1 plane was destroyed and 3 damaged. A 
heavy weather front forced the bombardment group to break off after expenditure 
of only 60 percent of allotted ammunition. 

A hunter-killer group made a definite kill of an eneny submarine on the 22nd 
west of ULITHI. 

BARB (SS 220) reports 8 hits in a convoy anchored on tne CHINA COAST north 
of the STRAITS OF FORMOSA. 3 ships are claimed to have been sunk in this attack. 
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ComSubsPac reports that GUARDFISH (S5 21?) sank one of our own ships, the 
USS EXTRACTOR (ARS 15) at 232127 GCT at I 5 - 44 N, 135-29 E, (between GUAM and LUZON). 
Commanding Officer and 72 personnel were rescued; 6 are reported missing. The 
sequence of events leading up to this sinking is as follows: At 2H7/23rd, GUARD- 
FISH reported a radar contact on a small ship at 15-11N, 137-OOE, and stated that 
she was tracking and requested inlormation as to possibility of its being a friendly 
submarine. At 000l/24th she gave her position, the course and speed of the target, 
further stating that she would maintain contact and attack "when positive of enemy 
character." At 0235 CTF 77 listed the friendly submarines in the vicinity and told 
the GUaRDFISH that if she was in a Joint Zone, the contact, if a surface ship, 
was probably friendly. The sinking took place at 062?. ComFwdArea has ordered 
a board of inquiry. 

Strikes were carried out against IWO JIMA from the 20th to the 23rd by 80 
®“24 * s attacking airfield installations. Eneny planes attempted to intercept 
on three occasions, with a total of 10 to 12 Zekes. 

On the 21st an unreported number of B-29's escorted by lb P-38's attacked 
TRUK meeting no eneny opposition. 

On the 23 rd an unreported number of B-29's bombed the MITSUBISHI Aircraft 
Engine Plant at NAGOYA. No details have as yet been received. 

Com3rdFlt transferred command to Com5thFlt at 1400 GCT 26 January, and CTF 58 
(VAdm Mitscher) relieved CTF 38 (VAdm McCain) at the sane time. 

ComGen BomCom 20 251115 (pink) outlines tentative schedule of 20th Bomber 
Command operations during the month of February. 

Cominch & CNO 231341 (pink) proposes transfer of vessels under lend-lease to 
USSR in DUTCH HARBOR or other base in that area, and requests ComNorPac's comment 
on feasibility. 

MacArthur 240259 (pink) concurs in Cincpac 222059, designating RAdm James L. 
Hall as Senior Officer of the Pacific Fleet Present and Cincpac's representative 
on LEYTE. 

JCS 251348 (pink) states that CHINA Theater support for ICEBERG w ill be as 
arranged directly between Admiral Nimitz and General IVedemeyer and authorizes 
direct communication and exchange of liaison officers as necessary. 


Cincpac and Cincpoa departed for GUAM 26 January 1945. 
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27 January 1945 (Guam Data) 

A repart has been received regarding the damage incurred by the HANCOCK 
(CV 19) an the 21st. Upen return frem a combat mission a TBM was taxiing 
up the deck when a 500 pound general purpose bomb fell to the flight deck and 
exploded. An area in the flight dock some 70 feet by 50 feet received severe 
structural damage. 7 efficers and 43 men were killed and approximately 80 
others wounded. 

PARCHE (SS 384) reports several hits in a large Tanker west of KYUSHU 
on the 19th. 

SILVERSIDES (SS 230) reports two hits in an AK NW of OKINAWA. 

On the 24th more than 120 British Carrier Planes attacked the Petroleum 
center at PALEMBANG (SUMATRA). No details of this strike have been received 
as yet. 

On the 25th IWO JIMA was hit by 14 B-24's loaded with 100 pound bombs. 
Bombing was conducted at 18000 feet. Clouds prevented observation of results. 

CominCh 261459 (secretJ outlines proposal to assign Navy Air Groups to the 
Flagship and Relief Flagship and Marine Air Groups to the other 4 ships of the 
first 4 Divisions of COMMENCEMENT BAY (CVE 105) class carriers. 

CinCSWPA 271407 (secret) covers coordination of operations of the 14 th Air 
Force and the Allied Air Force during current operations. 

MacArthur 251304 (pink) refers to return of APD's for duty in 5th Fleet. 

Com5thFleet 252041 (pink) makes available certain surface ships to 
ComPhibsPac for DETACHMENT Operation. 

CinC BPF 260649 and 260737 (pinks) outlines readiness date of certain 
units of British Pacific Fleet (15 March 1945). 

CG 10th Army 262113 (pink) outlines readiness date of 77th Division, 7th 
Division and 96th Division and further states that the 24 Corps will not be 
available for relief until arrival of Americal Divisions. 

CTF 77 270156 (pink) outlines certain surface units to be returned to 
Cincpoa for duty. 


Cincpac and Cincpoa arrived GUAM 27 January 1945. 
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28 January 1945 (Guam Date) 


21st Bomber Command reports that 100 merchant vessels were sighted 
East of TOKYO on a course 90° (in several large V formations). 

The Headquarters of the 5th Air Force, the 5th Bomber Command, and the 
5th Fighter Command moved from LEYTE to MINDORO on the 27th. 

CTF 93 (Lt. Gen Hannon) reports that (26 January marked the 50th 
consecutive day IWO JIMA has been bombarded by the 7th Air Force Liberators, 
averaging 28 planes per day. Marine Mitchells on the same date completed 52 
consecutive night searches of the BONINS-KAZANS area, averaging 3 planes 
per night. 

80 B-29's from the 21st Bomber Command attacked MUSASHING aircraft plant 
at TOKYO on the 28th. Reports indicate the destruction or damage of 75 
enemy interceptors. 5 B-29's are reported missing. No further details hasc 
been received. 

CNO to NAV0P/01 231323 (secret) outlines the functions to be carried out 
by the Advance and Pearl Headquarters. 

Cincpac 280040 (secret) states commencing 0000 GOT 29 January action will 
be taken by Advance Headquarters on all dispatches. 

Com5thFleet 280001 (pink) (Admiral Spruance) states that he will provide 
coverage of MARCUS, WOLEAI, LAMOTREK and TRUK and further states that 
neutralization of these bases will be carried out by TF 93 as per his — 



/ 


29 January (Guam date) 


A landing was scheduled to be carried out on the 29th near the SAN ANTONIO 
Area in LUZON* No renorts have been received as yet. Purpose of this landing 
is to endeavor to hinder any retreat that the Japanese might make on the BATAAN 
PENINSULA. 

A diversionary attack is scheduled to be made in the UNISAN Area of southwest 
LUZON on the night of the 30th. 24 PT*s and 24 LCI's will participate. After 

dark on the 30 th they will move to the target area and conduct simulated landings 
at midnight on the 31 st emnloying rocket shore bombardment and radio deception 
measures. 

PICUDA (SS 382) renorts an attack on a 5-shin convoy on the 38 th in the EAST 
CHINA SEA resulting in the sinking of a medium AK and damaging 2 others, either AP's 
or AK's. The BARB (SS 270) at the same time attacked a northbound convoy in the 
same area obtaining 2 hits in an AK. 

On the 28th 3 Marine PBJ’s attacked a total of 4 DD's and 7 AKs in three 
groups north and south of CHICHI JIMA. 1 DD was hit twice on the stem and 2 ex- 
nlosions were observed. It appeared to be stonned and dead in the water. A second 
DD was hit twice, emitting fire and smoke and a third DD was slightly damaged. A 
medium AK was hit underwater. Search HJ4YS were ordered to search for any cripoles 
from these attacks. 


- Continued - 
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29 January (Guam date)(Cont T d.) 


On the 27th at SAIGON 22 B-29s from the 20th Bomber Command bombed the naval 
yards and arsenal drooping 66 tons thereon. No losses were reported of our planes 
and no enemy planes destroyed. 

A British carrier force (composition not stated) struck the PALAMBANG oil 
refineries on the 24th. Extensive damage was inflicted on the power houses, dis¬ 
tilleries and distillation plants in the target area and further damage was in¬ 
flicted on enemy intercepting planes. 13 enemy fighters were shot down in the air 
and 34 Dianes destroyed on the ground. British losses numbered 9 planes. 

74 B-29s from the 21st Bomber Command were airborne for an attack on the 
Musashino Aircraft Plant at TOKYO on the 27th. Of this total 65 planes dropped 
173 tons on the secondary target which was in the TOKYO harbor area. Enemy fighter 
opposition was heavy. Reports indicate that approximately 1,050 attacks were made 
by various types of intercepting fighters. 21st Bomber Command reports that 57 
enemy planes were destroyed, 21 probably destroyed and 41 damaged. Our losses 
were 5 B-29s lost to enemy action and 2 others missing. One B-29 crash-landed 
at base due to damage from the enemy fighters. 

Cincooa 290831 (pink) covers arrangements for support of ICEBERG by the 
CHINA Theater, 

AAFPOA 290515 (pink) refers to assignment of five Army Fighter Groups to 
the 20th Air Force. 

Wedemeyer 270725 (pink) covers pending conference between Commanding General, 
CHINA Theater and Cincnoa. 


30 January (Guam date) 

There is only one report of the results of the landings in the SAN ANTONIO Area, 
which states that SUBIC BAY has been substantially cleared of mines, and that mine¬ 
sweeping operations will be finished today. 

Com7thFleet reports that CAVALIER (APA 37) was torpedoed off SUBIC BAY. The hit 
was aft on the port side; the ship is unable to proceed under her own power and is be¬ 
ing towed to LEYTE. A preliminary investigation indicates 4 weeks at a Navy Yard are 
required for repairs. 

21 B-243 hit IWO JIMA on the 29th with 1 + 2 % tons from 18,000 feet. AA did 
minor damage to 5 B-24s and seriously wounded one aircrewman. In addition, 33 B-29s 
were airborne from TINIAN for attacks on IWO JIMA. Of the 33 planes, 30 acutally 
bombed the airstrips one and two resulting in heavy explosions. All planes returned 
safely, though one was damaged by AA fire. 3 PBJs report damaging 1 medium AK and 1 
large AK from 2 convoys of 8 & 9 ships each, and possibly damaging a DE in the vicin¬ 
ity of the BONINS. 

BOARFISH (SS 327) reports sighting 2 CL, 4 escorts and 2 escorting planes at 
17001/30 off QUINHON on a southerly course, speed 20. 

Joint Staff Planners 292045 (pink) states that alternate plans for the defeat of 
JAPAN under various dates for redeployment from EUROPE are now under examination. 

Also that Joint Logistics Committee is re-examining subject of availability of forces 
and resources after ICEBERG. 
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30 January (Guam date)(Cont'd) 


CinCSWPA 300023 outlines modifications in composition of 24th Corps. 

Cincpac 300613 (pink) requests confirmation of tentative plans for employment 
of the British Pacific Fleet in the ICEBERG Operation. 

Wedemeyer 301333 requests concurrence in contemplated B-29 aerial mining of 
mouth of YANGTZE RIVER west of 122 East Meridian. 



31 January (Guam date) 7 _■— 

Report from CTF 77 (V. Adm. Kinkaid) states that the M-7 landing was carried out 
successfully on the 29th without opposition. The scheduled bombardment of the beach¬ 
head was not carried out due to the fact that no opposition was encountered. Direct 
air support was Drovaded by the CVE group, but no reports of air opposition have been 
received. Unloading was delayed somewhat due to the fact that there were no suitable 
beaches in the landing area. 

The diversionary operation at UNISAN was completed the night of the 30th in 
accordance with the plan, 

ComNavGroup CHINA reports that on the 30th 3 cruisers, 1 DD and 2 troop trans¬ 
ports were sighted off Quiniton headed north and 4 cruisers and 1 destroyer sighted 
headed south. 

CTF 71 reports that PARGO (SS 264) scored a hit on a DD or CL with 3 escorts 
at 1700 l/31st. 

BESUGO (SS 321) reports results of woIfpack operations in the SOUTH CHINA SEA. 
BLACKFIN (SS 322) sank a SHIMO class DD and damaged a large tanker on the 24th. BESUGO 
hit a medium tanker. 

BARB (SS 316) submits a further report. Dispatched a boarding party who re¬ 
covered charts and books of doubtful value, but did obtain Jap radio receiver and 
transmitter. 

BERGALL (SS 320) off BRUNEI BAY sank two PCs unaided and obtained two prisoners. 
Two reluctant patrol vessels still in port. 

28 B-24s in strike and snooper missions attacked IWO JIMA airfields on the 30th 
with 100 and 500-oound bombs. One of 3 intercepting Zekes was damaged. 5 of our 
olanes sustained AA damage, 

76 B-29s, carrying 6 to 8 mines each, were scheduled to mine the waters around 
SINGAPORE, SAIGON, CAPE ST. JACQUES, and CAMRANH BAY on the 25th. Secondary targets 
were PENANG, MERGUI, BANGKOK, and TAVOY HARBOR. 

ComFifthFleet 300840 (pink) directs that coverage of MARCUS, WOLEAI, LAMOTREK 
and TRUK be conducted at irregular intervals, averaging aporoximately once weekly. 

Cincoac 310212 (pink) requests estimated date of release of four battleships 
retained by CTF 77 (V.Adm. Kinkaid). 
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31 January (Guam date) (Cont'd) 

Cincpoa 310734 (oink) concerns effort to be made to improve the runway at 
r.VO JIMA as soon as oossible for the operation of Navy search Liberators sifter 
provision of minimum requirements for fighter defense. 

Cincpac 312305 (pink) concerns the assigning of NORTH CAROLINA and WASHINGTON 
for bombardment of IWO JIMA and also authorizes an increase of the interval between 
the carrier strike on the Eknpire and the assault on IWO JIMA. 


Cominch 311825 (pink) concerns allocation of British Pacific 
Pacific Ocean Areas control. 

1 February (Guam date) 

A landing was made on NASUUBU in the BATATAS PROVJLjmuE on the 31st. No oppo¬ 
sition was encountered at the beachhead and reports indicate that our forces are 
continuing inland. 

SEtiPENS IAa 97), while at anchor at LtJNGA POINT (GUADALCANAL), exploded on 
the 29th and sank iumediately. Reports state that there are ten survivors from 
the ship. A submarine contact was made at the time of the explosion and indications 
point to the fact that the explosion may have been caused by a torpedo. 


Fleet units to 




Reports from MacArthur indicate that our advance patrols sure 23 miles from 
MANILA. Casualty reports have been received stating that on LEYTE as of 29 January 
71,624 Japanese have been killed with 63I POIV. Our casualties during the LEYTE 
Campaign are announced as: killed, 3,135j wounded, 9,865; missing, 160. 


On the 31st, 20 B-24s hit IWO JIMA. Interception by 4 aggresive Zekes inflicted 
no damage. Photographs taken on this date showed H probably operational planes 
on airfield number 2. On the day preceding, 14 aircraft were photographed on 
the same field. 



Two Marine PBJs made strikes on a DD 10 miles north of HAHA JIMA on the night 
of the 31st. 

CTF 77 010308 recommends release date of 5 February for the 4 BBs assigned 
to SoWesPac, 


CinCSWPA 011243 requests information regarding Cincooa's proposal for the 
protection of the LUZON Area, and states that the release of the 4 old BBs should 
not be made until heavy bomber strength is installed in the CLARK 
which time is estimated to be the end of February. 

2 February (Guam date) 

French sources report that 3 cruisers were sighted off the coast of QUINHON on 
_ a southerly course at 1600, 1 February. 

SILVERSIDES (SS 236) reports sinking a large AK on the 25th west of KYUSHU. 

THREADFIN (SS 410) reports sinking a small AK on the 30th near ITIE SAKI. 

ComSubsPac has formed a Wolfpack of 5 submarines to be stationed between 
FORMOSA and LUZON to intercept reenforcements or withdrawals from the LUZON Area. 


FIELD Area, 

Jr ^ 
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2 February (Guam date)(Cont'dj 


Reports have been received from the CHINA Theater indicating that the airdrome 
at SUICHWAN has been taken by the Japanese. The majority of 14th Air Force airfields 
in that area have been destroyed by our forces oreparatory to withdrawal. 

At IWO JIM A on the night of the 31 st-lst 9 snooper B-24s bombed the dispersal 
areas from 10 to 14,000 feet. On the evening of the 31st and on the 1st 21 additional 
B—24s bombed the same areas starting fires visible for a number of miles. 

At SAIPAN on the 2nd 1 Myrt (carrier based reconnaissance plane) was intercepted 
and shot down by the Combat Air Patrol at 1025. This enemy plane was on course 340 
when intercepted. 

On the 31st at PALAU a total of 76 fighters and torpedo planes hit targets in 
that area on the 3 days - 31 st, 1 st and 2 nd. 

The British Carrier Task Force again attack oil installations in the PALAMBANG 
Area on the 29th. 100 sorties were flown against the targets and 24 fighters swept 

enemy airfields in the vicinity. Photogranhs show hits on a large cracking plant 
and extensive fires were reported to be spreading on withdrawal of the planes from 
the target area. 8 enemy fighters were shot down and British losses were 15 planes. 
However, 8 crews were reported to have been nicked up. 

CinCSWPA 010626 (pink) outlines the search plan and operations to be carried out 
in support of ICEBERG Operation by CinCS/VPA. 

MacArthur 010628 (pink) requests direct communication between Commander Allied 
Air Forces, SWPA and Commanding General, 20th Bomber Command during air operations 
supporting ICEBERG. 


CinCPOA 012240 (pink) concerns the substitution of the 5th FhibCorps for the 
3rd FhibCorns for Phase 3 of the ICEBERG Operation. 

Cincpac flew from GUAM to ULITHI and broke his flag in the INDIANAPOLIS. , 

3 February (Guam date) ( 


Seven submarine contacts have been reoorted in the last 36 hours. Contacts 
were made in the MINDANAO SEA, between MANUS and LEYTE, south and west of ENIWETOK, 
and off KWAJALEIN. 


Com7thFleet reoorts that an attack was made on the SAN ANTONIO beachhead on 
the 31st by a group of enemy Dower boats. PC 1129 was sunk as a result of this 
action. No further losses were sustained. The enemy craft were either all sunk or 
driven off. 


On the 2nd at IWO JIMA 20 B-24s dropped 45 tons of incendiaries on the area 
east of the number 2 airfield. One of three airborne Zekes was damaged and 6 B—24s 
sustained slight damage due to AA and enemy interception. On the 3rd at IWO JIMA 
12 P-38s and 5 F-5As covered IWO from low level, photographing in good weather. 
Automatic weapon fire was intense and accurate. 1 P -38 was lost, cause unknown, and 
1 F-5A (photographic version of P—38) burst into flames over the target and was lost. 
3 enemy planes were airborne but did not press their attack. Again on the 3rd at 
DTO JIMA 4 PB4Ys photographed the island in clear weather. 7 single engine enemy 
fighters intercepted, 3 of them were possibly damaged. 
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3 February (Guam date)(Cont*d) 

At. HANKOW on the 30th, 25 B—24s bombed the docks* 32 escorting fighters met no 
Deposition, Amplifying report on the attack by B-29s of the 20th BomCom on SINGAPORE 
indicates that HO B—29s took part this attack. 200 tons of bombs were dropned on 
the SINGAPORE Area and 21 planes dropped 50 tons on GEORGETOWN (west portion of MALAY 
PENINSULA). 15 to 25 enemy fighters intercepted; 2 claimed destroyed, 6 probably de¬ 
stroyed and 8 damaged. 


CinCBFF 260739 (oink) sets forth present composition of the British Pacific Fleet. 


MacArthur 022004 concerns requests for personnel relative to Filbas Agreement 
and authorizes ComGen USAFFE to communicate directly with ComGenPOA in certain specific 
cases regarding personnel. 


0 


DepCom 20th AF 030921 (pink) covers the schedule to be carried out 
in support of DETACHMENT Operation. 

4 February (Guam date) 



21st BomCom 


B-29s report heavy concentration of shipping in FUTAMI KO CHICHI (28-30 ships) 
and 50 ships, 10 of which were heavy, at 33-18 N 135-42 E (S. of OSAKA). 



There is additional submarine activity reported in the vicinity of ENIWETOK 
and KWAJALEIN, A merchant ship reported sighting and firing on a periscope at 
10-19 N 164-17 E, and a submarine was reported by a transient plane in the same 
vicinity approximately an hour later. A plane observed an oil slick and made a 
definite contact with a submarine at 12-23 N, 155-53 E at 1630 MIKE time on the 4th. 


Heavy strikes were carried out in the PALAU Area on the 30th, 75 planes attack¬ 
ing BABELTHUAP. 



'w 


Fighters are evidently hitting FORMOSA from the PHILIPPINES as reports indicate 
that 6 enemy fighters were shot down on the 29th and 10 additional on the 30th. 

Cincpac Adv. Hq. 040430 (pink) authorizes WASP and ESSEX to sail with excess 
fighters for the next operation, but thereafter the excess fighter strength will be 
reduced in accordance with prior directives. 

Cincoac returned to GUAM from ULITHI. 

5 February (Guam date) 

Reports have been received indicating that elements of the 1st Cavalry entered 
MANILA on the night of 3 February with little opposition encountered within the town 
itself. Our forces liberated about 800 military and about 550 civilian prisoners 
as well as many internees. Reports received indicate that up until 5 February, 1945 
18,000 Japanese have been killed in the LUZON Area. 

A photographic plane from the 20th Bomber Comroand reports having sighted 1 BB 
and a small CV in the SINGAPORE Area. 

On the 4th and 5th at TWO JIMA 23 B-24s hit the airfield and surrounding instal¬ 
lations. Bombing was carried out from 16 to 18,000 feet. 9 operational enemy air¬ 
craft were observed on the field. On the 5th, HAHA JDiA was bombed by 10 B-24s with 
results unobserved. 
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5 February (Guam date)(Cont*d) 


rs 


On the 4th, 110 B-29s were airborne for an attack on KOBE. 267 tons of bombs 
were dropped on the primary target (KOBE) by 71 planes, and 28 other planes dropped 
104 tons of bombs on last resort targets (other cities in the K0B£ Area). Enemy 
aircraft opposition was slight. No B—29s were lost over the target. 1 plane ditched 
on the way home due to fuel shortage. 10 of the 11 crew members were rescued. 3 
eneny interceptors were claimed as having been destroyed. 

On the night of 4—5 Feb. 3 B—29s bombed KOBE visually. Results were undetermined 
due to tha fact that large fires were reported as already burning. 

ComGen BomCom 21 050712 (oink) outlines anti—picket boat searches prior to the 
DETACHMENT Operation. 

Cincpoa 050746 (pink) concerns arrangement for facilities for 3 Marine Divisions 
in the FHILLIPINES Area and states dates at which time these divisions will move 
from the objective area to the PHILIPPINES. 

Cominch 051255 (oink) applies to operational allocation of units of the British 
Pacific Fleet and further states that arrangement s in connection with bases, anchor¬ 
ages, fuel, communications and intelligence will be handled by Cincnac in accordance 
with understandings previously reached. 

Cincoac 061307 requests CinCSWPA to conduct reconnaissance of CJ0IGyft<6l SOUND 

to determine presence enemy forces or installations and feasibility of' use as a 
fleet anchorage. — 

6 February (Guam date) • v - 

A report from 20th Bomber Command states that photographs of the SINGAPORE area 
reveal a damaged NACHI Class CA in drydock at SINGAPORE, a damaged ATAGO Class CA in 
J0H0RE STRAIT and many merchantmen and small craft. 

SPADEFISH (SS 441) reports sinking 3 AK's and 1 PC in the YELLOW SEA on the 4th. 

Six PBJs struck P0NAPE on the 6th dropping 16 500-lb. bombs on the No. 2 airfield 
with 9 direct hits. Buildings and field installations were strafed. 

On the 31st 24 B-24s, escorted by P-38s, struck FORMOSA resulting in the destruc¬ 
tion of 25-30 enemy aircraft on the ground at HUT0 airdrome. On the same day, 12 
other B-24s sank a DD, left another seriously burning, and damaged a third — all 
heading south for FORMOSA. Five Jap fighters covering this convoy were shot down. 

24 B-24s hit FORMOSA again on the 1st causing fires and explosions at the TAINAN air¬ 
drome and heavy damage at the TOKO seaplane base. 16 to 20 planes were destroyed 
on the ground at OKAYAMA in another B-24 strike on the 2nd. 

A single PBY from LINGAYEN reports sinking a 1000-ton AK off ISHIGAKI ISLAND (E. 
of FORMOSA) on the night of the 5th-6th with 2 100-lb. hits and a straddle with 2 
500-lb. bombs. 

Cincnac 012254 (pink) requests concurrence in the proposal that certain arrange¬ 
ments involved in the NF-1 Agreement be made by Cominch rather than Cincpac. Also 
requests allocation of units of the British Pacific Fleet to operational control of 
Cincpac for ICEBERG Operation. 

Wedemeyer 050750 (pink) sets forth the strategic and tactical Phases of the 
current situation in CHINA and outlines projected operations by China Theater Forces. 
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6 February (Guam date)(Cont’d) 


Cincpoa 060758 (pink) requests CinCSWPA to return by 16 February the 4 battle- 
shios temporarily loaned to 7th Fleet in order to effect necessary repairs prior to 
employment in ICEBERG Operation* 


Cineoac 060801 (pink) 
commands, 

7 February (Guam date) 


concerns policy of rotational changes in aviation flag 


Sightings reported by unknown originator include 3 cruisers, 2 destroyers, 1 
tanker and 3 AK’s at TAKA0, and a convoy of 2 large AP’s, 2 cruisers and 3 CD’s off 
QUINH0N headed south. 


On the night of 6th/7th, PA^PANITO (SS 383) scored two hits in a large AK of 
a northbound convoy in the SOUTH CHINA SEA, 


BARBEL (SS 316) failed to make rendezvous with two other oatrolling submarines 
off PALAWAN, and has not been heard from. 

On the 6th, CHICHI JIMA was bombed with incendiaries from 15-16,000 feet by 
10 B-24s. A single enemy fighter took off from SUSAKI airfield, but failed to attack. 

At IWO JIMA on the 6th a strike by 14 P-38s, escorted navigationally by 3 B-24s, 
was turned back 100 miles short of the target by weather. 20 B-24s are scheduled 
to hit IWO JIMA again on the 8th. 


6 PBJs on the night of the 6th/7th attacked 2 conveys north of IWO JIMA, The 
first convoy, consisting of 4 ships, course 205, speed 8, was attacked with rockets, 
A hit was obtained in 1 large vessel, other results were unobserved. The second 
convoy of 5 ships was attacked 250 miles north of IWO JIMA, course 350, speed 10. 

8 rockets were fired causing an explosion and smoke in a large vessel. 


33 B-29s are slated to strike TRUK at 1030 K(-10) on the 8th with 165 tons of 
500-lb. GP bombs from 28,000 feet. 


In the North Pacific on the 6th, 6 B-24s, bombing by radar, attacked the KATAOKA 
naval base (SHIMUSHU) with 150 100-lb. bombs with unobserved results. There was no 
opposition and all planes returned safely. 

B-29s of the 20th Bomber Command mined SINGAPORE waters on the 25th from alti¬ 
tudes of 2000-5000 feet, encountering only meager and inaccurate AA fire. 

On the night of the 5th/6th 3 B-29s dropped 9 tons of fragmentation clusters on 
KOBE resulting in several large explosions and fires. On the following night, 3 B-29s 
bombing by radar dropped 42 GP bombs causing fires. No airborne opposition was en¬ 
countered in either of these strikes. 

CinC Eastern Fleet 030453 requests U.S. type helmets, telephones and oxygen 
masks be furnished British Pacific Fleet for use in conjunction with possible emer¬ 
gency employment of U.S. fighters aboard British carriers. 


CinCSWPA 061815 outlines plan for initiation of Search Plan "J". 

CinCSWPA 070403 (pink) covers schedule of operations by SoWesPac air forces in 
support of DETACHMENT Operation. 

Cincpoa 070455 (pink) informs 5thFleet of 21st Bomber Command strike schedule on 
TOKYO and NAGOYA areas during DETACHMENT. !/W 3 ^ 












8 February (Guam ^H^e) 

13th Bomber Command reports having sighted an unescorted enemy aircraft 
carrier headed south in MAKASSAR STRAIT at 0150(1) on the 3th. Carrier was 
seen to be launching aircraft. 

A preliminary evaluation summary of recent submarine contacts reported 
in the MARSHALLS-GILBERTS area includes 5 positive contacts, 1 probable and 1 
questionable. Of the 5 positive contacts, 1 submarine is believed to have 
been sunk by surface craft with evidence of damage to three others. 

PAMPANITO (SS 383) reports sinking large AK (previously reported as hit), 
and blowing up another shin loaded with ammunition or gasoline in the SOUTH 
CHINA SEA on the night of 5th/6th. From this same convoy, GUAVINA (SS 3&2) 
sank an AK. 

17 B-24s struck IWO JIMA on the 7th bombing radio and radar installations 
and dispersal areas resulting in numerous fires and explosions. 

8 tons of bombs were dropped on the airfields at PONAPE on the 8th by 
17 F4Us and 1 B-25 scoring 10 hits on the new field and 16 on the old, both of 
which appeared inoperational. Buildings were strafed and 3 small boats were 
sunk. 


At PALAU on the 7th and 8th 24 F6 Fs and F4Us destroyed bridges, damaged 
a pier and started a number of fires. 

3 B-29s dropped 10.5 tons of CP bombs on KOBE on the night of the 7th/8th 
with unobserved results. 

CinC BPF 070306 (pink) requests Com7thFlt's concurrence in proposed con¬ 
ference for discussing use of LEYTE GULF facilities by British Pacific Fleet 
Service Force. 

CinCPOA 070617 (pink) sets forth Cincpoa 1 s appraisal of enemy naval 
caoabilities in Solve sPac area, 

Com7thFleet 080121 (pink) requests clarification of Com7thFlt responsi¬ 
bility and authority with respect to provision of naval shore facilities in 
SoWesPac for British Pacific Fleet and nature and extent of new construction 
to be undertaken for or by British Pacific Fleet. 

CinCSWPA 080314 directs Com7thFlt to return to MANUS by 16 February 
the 4 battleships temporarily loaned to 7th Fleet. 

Cincpac 080713 (pink) requests CinC British Pacific Fleet to advise him 
of any desired arrangements for use of anchorages, shore facilities, fuel, etc. 
in order that such arrangements may be made in accordance with NF-1. 

Cominch 072020 (pink) states that British Task Force will not be avail¬ 
able for first phase of ICEBERG Operation. /f 









9 February (Guam date) 


COOK INLET (AVP 36) reports attacking an enemy submarine on the morning of 
the 9th while enroute from PEARL to ENIWETOK. Results have not been reported. 

RONQUIL (SS 396) reports sinking a large tanker near the BONINS on the night 
of the 7th/8th. 

On the 8th at IWO JIMA, 20 B-24s, bombing in two formations from 14-16,000 
feet, dropped 36 tons on installations and dispersal areas, knocking out 1 AA gun 
position and scoring 100$ hits in the dispersal areas. One B-24 was lost when it 
was rammed by an intercepting Zeke; both olanes exploded, 3 other B-24s sustained 
minor damage, 10 additional B-24. snoopers dropped 19,5 tons in dispersal areas 
and on airfield No, 2, 

B-29s of the 21st Bomber Command attacked MOEN Airfield in TRUK Atoll on 
the 9th with 194. tons of 500-lb, bombs. No airborne opposition was encountered 
and all planes returned safely, 

ATC, WASH, D.C, 081350 directs the establishment of overall policies and 
procedures with regard to operation and expansion of Oceanic Air Traffic Control 
Centers in the Pacific Area, 

CinCSWPA 090300 clarifies responsibility and authority of Commander Allied 
Naval Forces and Com7thFleet in providing facilities and allocation of land areas 
for British Pacific Fleet, 

Cincpac 090525 (pink) requests recommendations for assignment of carriers 
to night group and training duty during ICEBERG Operation. 

Com7thFleet 090706 covers movement of naval forces from LEYTE to ULITHI 
and MANUS, 

Cincpac 090824 (pink) reports results of informal investigation of alleged 
bombing of MACAO in neutral Portuguese territory. 



10 February (Guam date) 


Recent reports indicate increased transport movements in a southerly direction 
along the INDO CHINA Coast. 

The 4 0B3 remaining with 7th Fleet have deoarted LINGAYEN for LEYTE from 
whence PENNSYLVANIA and 2 DDs will sail for MANUS; MISSISSIPPI, WEST VIRGINIA, 

COLORADO and 4 DDs are ordered to ULITHI — all to report to Cincpac on arrival. 

PARCHE (SS 384) reports sinking a small AK near AMAMI 0 SHIMA on the 7th, 

BATFISH (SS 310) reports being attacked with torpedoes by BLUE planes in 
LUZON STRAIT. On the 4th, she attacked a Jap LCI 70 miles south of FORMOSA, and 
sank an I Class submarine just north of LUZON on the 10th. 

ComNavGroup CHINA states that Chinese near SHANTUNG PENINSULA report excellent 
results of submarine activity off the CHINA Coast, and further that the ports of 
KANK0 and GENSAN are gaining in importance as main shipping points to JAPAN, replacing 
PORT ARTHUR and DAIREN, 
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10 February (Guam date (Cont'd) 


14 B-24s dropped 28 tons of fragmentation clusters on radio and radar instal¬ 
lations northeast of the airfield at IWO JIMA on the 9th. 8 additional B-24s drop¬ 
ped 16 tons on defense installations and bivouacs north of SURIBACHI YAMA. 10 
snooper B-24s dropped 21 tons on air installations at airfield No. 2 and on AA de¬ 
fenses. On the 10th fighters destroyed 4 Bettys and 3 Zekes and strafed a DD. 

Low altitude photo coverage of IWO JIMA was completed. 1 P-38 was lost with pilot 
probably lost. 

On the 9th, 4 rocket carrying FVs, meeting no fighter opposition, scored hits 
on radio installations and a lighthouse at KOKUTAN ZAKI (northern SHIMUSHU). 

At FORMOSA on the 7th 5 pre-dawn B-24s caused many fires and explosions at 
TAKAO. Other B—24s struck HEITO airdrome, demolishing barracks and underground 
supplies and causing fires and explosions. 15 eneny planes v/ere airborne but 
failed to attack. Escorting P—38s shot down 1 plane, destroyed many railcars 
and trucks, sank a coastal vessel and a barge. 

DepCom 20th AF reports that B-24s on a shipping strike over south FORMOSA 
on the 7th shot down an enemy reconnaissance plane, sank a submarine, fired a sea- 
truck and destroyed an unspecified number of trucks. 

Cominch & CNO 092141 (pink) informs CinC British Pacific Fleet that all 
logistic and administrative arrangements should be made with Cincpac in accordance 
with NF-1 Agreement, 

Cominch & CNO 092141 (pink) refers to Cincpoa for action Com7thFleet*s 
080121 requesting clarification of responsibility and authority for provision of 
facilities in SoWesPac for British Pacific Fleet. 

CinCSWPA 100850 (pink) concerns allocation of personnel and facilities in 
SoWesPac for use by British Pacific Fleet. 


11 February (Guam date) 

Numerous sightings, all in the general area between 140 and 142 E from 29 
to 30 N, resulted from the picket-boat sweep conducted by 21st BomCom on the 11th. 
Reports included the following: 3 picket boats (course 300, speed 5)j 3 small 
freighter-transports, 1 medium transport, 1 freighter, 4 escorts (course 290, 
speed 10); 2 small freighter-transports, 1 medium transport, 2 escorts (course 100, 
speed 10); 2 medium freighter-transports, unspecified number of cargo ships. 4 
escorts (course 90, speed 12); 1 freighter, 2 escorts (course 300, speed 10;. 

BATFISH (SS 310) which previously reported sinking an I Class enemy sub¬ 
marine on the 10th, now reports sinking another on the night of the 11th north of 
LUZON. 



6 Marine PBJs attacked a medium tanker at 25-20 N, 141-00 E on the night 
of lOth/llth causing 2 or 3 explosions. 8 explosions resulted from an attack on 
a stationary AK at 26-28 N, 140-50 E on the same night. 

At HAHA JIMA on the 10th 10 B-24s dropped 10 tons of incendiary clusters 
on building areas in 0KIMURA TOWN with unobserved results. 1 B-24 was lost due 
to AA and 2 others slightly damaged. 1 survivor was picked up. 
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11 February (Guam date)(Cont*d) 


20 B-24s, escorted by 10 P-38s, struck IWO JIMA on the 10th. Except for 
destruction of 7 planes by fighters (previously reported) results of this strike 
have not been received. 

On the night of the 9th/10th 2 B—29s bombed the OSAKA Gas Company with 6 
tons of bombs while a 3rd plane drooped 3 tons on the MITSUBISHI Aircraft Factory 
at TOKYO. 2 3-29s bombed the NAKAJIMA Aircraft Plant at OTA and the TOKYO indus¬ 
trial area with 9 tons of bombs on the night of the lOth/llth. Bombs were seen 
to strike 1,000 feet to the right of the aircraft plant and fires were reported 
in the TOKYO area. 

BERING STRAIT [ATP 34) reoorts rescuing 23 survivors of 2 ditched B-29s, 
and ROBERT H. SMITH (DMS 23) reports having rescued a part of the crew of a third 
plane returning from OTA on the 10th. 

13 P-51s attacking TSINCTAO on the 10th report destroying 46 and damaging 
52 planes on the ground. No AA and no air opposition were encountered. 

Cincpoa 110043 requests CinC British Pacific Fleet to submit detailed re¬ 
quirements for berths and shore facilities at MANUS, and further informs him that 
arrangements for anchorages forward of MANUS are to be deferred until operational 
allocations of units of British Pacific Fleet are announced by Cominch. 

Cincpac 110045 presents to CinCSWPA the proposed program of furnishing 
anchorage and aircraft facilities at MANUS for British Pacific Fleet. 

Cominch 110151 (pink) outlines procedure for assigning tasks ComNavGroup 
CHINA in participation of deception plan in such form that purpose is not dis¬ 
closed to him. 

12 February (Guam date) 

Air Base Commander at KWAJALEIN has requested lost plane procedure of the 
Air Base Commander at JOHNSTON for a C-54 due at JOHNSTON at 1035 K(-10) on the 
12th. No further details are available. 

At IWO JIMA on the 11th 21 B-24s drooped 47i tons of bombs on airfield No. 2 
and on radio and radar installations NE of airfield No. 3. 4 B-24s were damaged by 

AA and one aircrewman was slightly injured. On the night of the llth/12th 10 B-24 
snoopers put 20 tons of fragmentation clusters on airfield No. 2, and on AA defenses. 
3 enemy planes were airborne but did not attack. 21 B-29s struck 140 JIMA again on 
the 12th dropping 40 tons visually and 44 tons by radar. Results were not reported in 
detail, but were described as "good". All planes returned safely. 

NAGOYA was struck on the night of the llth/12th by 3 B-29s dropping 9 tons 
by radar from 30,000 feet with unobserved results and without opposition. 

Amplifying renort of the strike on OTA on the 10th states that 84 B-29s drop¬ 
ped 192 tons of GP bombs and 45.5 tons of incendiaries on the Nakajima Aircraft Fac¬ 
tory from 27,000 feet. 14 other B-29s dropped 39 tons on 8 other targets of opportu¬ 
nity. Bombing results were good to excellent. 110 intercepting planes were reoorted 
with a total of 305 attacks. 18 enemy planes are claimed destroyed, 15 probably 
destroyed, and 26 damaged. Our casualties were 12 wounded, 93 missing. 11 B-29s 
were lost: 2 collided over the target, 1 shot down by fighters, 6 ditched and 2 
unknown. 
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Marshall O8I956 (pink) directs ComGen INDIA-BURMA Theater to preoare for 
movement of the 58th Bombardment Wing to the MARIANAS. 


Wedemeyer 110921 (pink) requests information on availability of Jap equipment 
to be furnished Chinese troops and guerilla forces in the area of the Jap held cor¬ 
ridor HANK0W-H0NGK0NG. 

CinCBPF 120251 (01x1k)(3 parts - 120237, 120245, 120251) requests advice as to 
status and command relationshios of British Pacific Fleet. 

13 February (Guam date) 



A Japanese force of 2 BB’s, 1 CA and 3 DD's, contacted on the 12th off the 
INDO CHINA Coast, passed through the first line of submarines without damage. South¬ 
west Pacific olanes nicked up the force on the night of the 12th/l3th and tracked 
throughout the day. At 1400 l/l3th BLOTER (SS 325) fired 6 torpedoes at the force 
obtaining one timed hit in a BB and another in a cruiser. Two distinct oil slicks 
were observed. BERGALL (SS 320) reports firing at 2120 l/l3th 6 torpedoes, scoring 
a orobable hit in one of the BBs. Tracking planes reported the force still oroceeding 
that night at sustained sneed, 

BATFISH (SS 310) reports sinking a 3rd Jap submarine at 0550 l/l3th north 

of LUZON. 


HOLLANDIA (CVE 97) reports 3 unidentified radar contacts on the 11th along 
the shipping lane between PEARL and ENI4ET0K north of JOHNSTON. 

A sweep along projected track of TF 58 by 5 submarines was completed with¬ 
out contact. 21 BomCom VLR planes will sweep the same area on the 14th. 

19 B-24s and 10 SB-24s bombed IW0 JIMA on the 12th without opposition. 
Spotting plane reports hits on air installations and AA defenses. 

Successful rainelaying operations in FUTAMI K0 (CHICHI JIMA) were completed 
on the 12th. 30 B-24s participated in the operation. 1 plane carrying 2 mines and 

crew were lost. 

ComAirPac 110144 and CoraFirstCarTaskForPac IIO836 (pink) submit requested 
recommendations concerning assignment of carriers to night group and training duty 
during ICEBERG Oneration. 

Cincpoa 130210 (pink) cancels Phase Ill-a of the ICEBERG Operation, which 
provided for seizure of an island in the DAIT0 SHIMA as a site for a Lor an station. 

Cincpoa 130620 outlines plan for providing staging facilities for reserve 
carrier air grouns in the MARIANAS and establishment of Naval Air Bases KAGMAN POINT 
and K0BLZR. 
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14 February 1945 (Guam date) 


Southwest Pacific planes continued tracking the Japanese task force con¬ 
tacted on the 12th. A report at 1030 1/14 placed the force about 70 miles SW 
of HONGKONG on course 030. 

Bombardment of MANILA BAY was begun on the 13th by a force of CLs and DDs, 
closing to 8,000 and 5,000 yards of CORREGIDOR respectively without suffering 
return fire. Operation is proceeding according to plan. 

Task Force 53 will begin final approach to TOKYO on the 15th, with Support 
Force enroute IWO JIMA and Attack Force departing SAIPAN. 

On the 13th at LVO JIMA 25 B-24s dropped 45 tons on radar, AA defenses, and 
air installations. Results were not reported. 

A single FB4Y on the 11th probably sank a 2000-ton AK in the SOUTH CHINA SEA 
with a 500-lb. direct hit. Intense and accurate AA damaged the plane and wounded 
3 men, causing a crash landing on return to MINDORO. 

Cominch & CNO 131945 (pink) directs Cincpac to proceed by Court of Inquiry 
with investigation of alleged bombing of MACAO. 

Cincpoa 140110 (pink) clarifies situation with respect to communications 
with ComGen USAF CHINA concerning operations of 14th Air Force in support of 
ICEBERG Operation. 

Cincpoa 140112 (pink) directs that all units of all services stationed at 
TWO JIMA will be under military command of the Island Commander. Tactical units 
staging through IWO JIMA will remain under administrative and operational control 
of organizations to which assigned. 

Cincpoa 140456 (pink) reports sighting of enemy force of 2 BBs, 1 CA and 3 DDs; 
estimated advance through FORMOSA STRAITS hugging CHINA Coast, probably refueling 
between AMOY and GOOCHOW, continuing on to Homeland. 

Cincpoa 140759 (pink) cancels Phase IH-b of ICEBERG Operation which pro¬ 
vided for the capture of KUME JIMA. 


15 February (Guam date) 

The enemy BB force in the SOUTH CHINA SEA was last contacted at 1100 l/l5th 
by search planes of TF 73 at 24-40 N, 119-00 E (in FORMOSA STRAIT). Composition 
reported twice on the 15th as 2 BB, 1 CA and 7 DD. Force proceeding at indicated 
speed of about 17 knots. ComSubPac has disposed 11 submarines in the EAST CHINA 
SEA in intercepting positions. 

Bombardment of CORREGIDOR and minesweeping of MANILA BAY continued with minor 
interference from shore batteries. 7 enemy and 22 blue mines have been swept. 

A B-24 on escort mission reports observing a torpedo hit in an escort of the 
Mine Group enroute IWO JIMA at 0320 (GCT) on the 15th in position 22-00 N, 142-10 E. 
No confirmation has been received. 
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15 February (Guam date)(Cont'd) 


5 B-24s dropped 100-lb. boobs on Susaki airfield at CHICHI JIHA on the 13th 
from 12-14,000 feet. 2 strings landed on and near the field; others were unobserved. 
On the 15th, a search plane left an AK burning and listing 100 miles northwest of 
CHICHI JIMA. 

At IiVO JIMA on the 14th, 17 B—24s dropped 34 tons of 100 pounders on AA de¬ 
fenses, radio, radar and air installations. 1 of 3 intercepting Zekes was damaged. 

5 B—24s sustained minor damage from AA. On the 15th, an unspecified number of B-24s 
escorted by 8 P—38s struck IW0 JIMA while 5 P—38s conducted a fighter sweep over 
the same target. 3 enemy fighters intercepted and 1 was damaged. Fire and smoke 
were reported between airfields 1 and 2 following the bombing run. P-38s observed 
no planes, shipping or other enemy activity in the vicinity of the island. 

117 B—29s participated in an attack on NAGOYA on the 15th bombing the primary 
target, secondary and last resort targets visually and by radar and dead reckoning 
with results ranging from unobserved to good. 21 planes hit the Mitsubishi Aircraft 
Factory (primary target) visually. 9 planes returned early and 1 ditched between 
the northern MARIANAS and the VOLCANOES. 

Cincpoa 142220 (pink) to Cominch clarifies Cincpoa's 110043 requesting CinC IFF 
to submit detailed requirements for berths and shore facilities at MANUS. 

ComGen 6th Army 151650 outlines plan for reconnaissance of CASIGURAN SOUND and 
further states that no U. S. garrison is located at BALER BAY and that patrols have 
found no enemy activity in that area. 


16 February (Guam date) 

No further report las been received on the Jap force last contacted at 1L00 
(I)/I5th off AMOY. 

Minesweeping onerations in MANILA BAY have been delayed by accurate shore 
battery firej preliminary naval bombardment having failed to eliminate all gun 
positions in caves on C0RREGID0R. RADFORD (DD 446) and LAVALETTE (DD 448) both 
struck mines, causing damage and flooding, and have retired to SUBIC BAY. 

FLETCHER (DD 447) was hit by a 6 inch shell, killing 3 men and causing considerable 
damage. HOPEYELT. (DD 681) received 4 hits; 1 officer and 6 men were killed and 8 
wounded; extensive damage was inflicted. YMS 48 was set afire by a shell hit, and 
later sunk by our forces; 3 men are missing. 

No reports have been received from either Com5thFleet or CTF 58. Cloud cover 
prevented extensive observation by a B-29 on station as observer. Minesweeping 
was carried out as scheduled at IW0 JIMA with no results except for 1 old mine 
found adrift. Only part of scheduled gunfire was carried out, no photographs were 
obtained. 

Three submarine contacts have been reported in the area north and west of 
SAIPAN; 1 reported by a plane about 300 miles north of SAIPAN, 1 just west of SAIPAN 
and 1 northwest of SAIPAN on track of one of the Tractor Groups. 
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16 February (Guam date)(Cont'd) 

At IWO JUIA on the 16th support planes from CVEs left two 500-ton luggers 
burning and sinking. A spotting plane shot down 1 Zeke, and probably destroyed 
3 Bettys on the ground. Air strikes were limited by weather." Jap heavy AA was 
light, disorganized, and ineffective; light AA was intense but generally inaccurate. 
Sporadic enemy fire at surface ships was quickly silenced; ships and planes report 


a considerable number of enemy installations destroyed or damaged, but accurate 
evaluation will depend on photos to be taken. 

36 F4Us, F6 F-Ns and TBFs using rockets, bombs and Napalm bombs attacked 
BABELTHUAP in the PALAUS on the 15th causing fires and explosions. YAP was struck 
by 8 other F4Us. 

P-47s on a fighter sweep over FORMOSA on the 11th shot down 10 Jap planes 
and probably destroyed 2 others. B-24s in a pre-dawn strike on Heito airdrome 
burned an unspecified number of enemy planes, and later in the day 14 B-25s and 
34 P-47s destroyed an unstated amount of motor transport and rolling stock in 
south FORMOSA. P-47s destroyed a bomber west of the island. 

CNO 160219 announces possibility of Soviet transports deviating from estab¬ 
lished routes and being carried into the Pacific Ocean through straits of the 
KURILE CHAIN as a result of drifting ice in the OKHOTSK SEA. 

Cincpoa 160419 (pink) to CINCSWPA requests approval of availability of facil¬ 
ities at MANUS for use by British Pacific Fleet. 

Cincpac 160427 (pink) outlines plan for rehabilitation of 3rd and 5th Marine 
Divisions following DETACHMENT Operation. 

ComGenAAFPOA 160530 states that insufficient personnel prevents establishing 
staffs for Air Base Commands in areas where a senior air echelon is stationed and 
recommends that Island or Area Comraanders exercise responsibilities for Army Air 
Bases through the commander of the senior air echelon who will accomplish admini¬ 
stration and operation of air bases by utilizing forces and staffs assigned. 

Cincpac 160846 (pink) modifies assignment of rehabilitation areas following 
DETACHMENT and ICEBERG Operations. 

Cincpoa 160919 (pink) requests uINCSWPA to release PORTLAND (CA 33) and 
MINNEAPOLIS (CA 36) in time to report to Cincpac at ULITHI by 5 March. 

ComGenAAFPOA 161112 (pink) clarifies status of 347th and 343th Air Service 
Groups by outlining policy regarding assignment, responsibilities and command 
relationships of these units. 

Cincpac 161145 (pink) directs ComServRon 10 to order WEST VIRGINIA (BB 43), 
plus two destroyer escorts, to proceed immediately to WORKMAN. 



2541 













17 February (Guam date) 


A LINGAYSN search plane sighted the force of 2 BB in FORMOSA STRAIT 
at 1201l/l6th, course 040, speed 15. 

The landings on the 15th and 16th in the BATAAN-CORREGIDOR area were 
carried out by TG 78.3 under Rear Acte. STRUBLE and consisted of 5 APD, 

6 LCI(L), 5 LST, 6 LOT and 20 LSM. 

Troops involved were transported from SUBIC BAY to the objective 
after bombardment by cruisers and destroyers on D-2, D-l and D plus 1 days. 

More than 272 Japanese mines were swept and the presence of controlled 
mines is suspected. In addition to damage to 4 DD and 1 YMS already reported, 

LSM 169 struck a mine and had to be beached, and 4 LCS were destroyed or 
damaged by enemy suicide craft. 

UDT reconnaissance of 140 JIMA on the 17th found no underwater obstacles 
and the east beach suitable for all types of landing craft. A sand terrace 
on the northern half of the beach may block LVTs. Western beaches were also good, 
though there are sand bars covered by 1 fathom 75 yards offshore. Surf is 2 feet 
on eastern beaches, 7 to 4 feet on western beaches. 

LCl(G)s supporting the UDTs received heavy fire from north and south 
flanks when about 1000 yards offshore. 3 of 12 are known to have been hit. 
Reports of casualties from 7 total 31 dead, 83 wounded and 1 missing; 11 shock 
cases. 1 LCI(G) capsized; several are out of action. 

On the west beaches there was little shore fire. Minesweepers, who were 
also inshore off the east beaches, drew only sporadic fire, and completed most 
of scheduled sweeps. 

PENSACOLA (CA-24) was hit off the northeast coast and suffered many 
casualties, including her executive officer killed. 

Scheduled fire support was delivered and support air struck many 
targets. Yet roajority of known installations apparently remain intact. 

Heavy fire and air strikes will be delivered today against east beaches and their 
flanks. 


On the 15th B-24s snooped both CHICHI and 140. At IW0 on the 16th 

42 B-24s encountered 10/10 overcast and returned without bombing. On the 17th 

43 B-24s bombed the target through intense, fairly accurate heavy AA. B-29s 
and 41 B-24s are scheduled to repeat on the 18th. During bombing runs, naval 
bombardment of AA positions will be conducted. 

On the 17th CVE aircraft strafed 5 planes and 18 small craft at CHICHI 
and 16 vessels at HAHA. AA was intense at both targets. 2 Jap planes were 
shot down by destroyer. 

TRUK was bombed by B-29s on the 17th. The attack will be repeated 
on the 18th. 
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17 February (Guam date) (Cont'd) 

In the SOUTH CHINA SEA on the 16th PB4Ys sank 2 AKs and damaged 
2 ocean going tugs. That night a FBY left a 1700 ton AP dead in the water 
off FORMOSA vdth one bomb hit. 

Cincpoa 170557 requests survey to determine feasibility of improving 
infantry combat training facilities for Marine Division at SAIPAN, which will 
remain a ' arine rehabilitation area indefinitely. 

Cincpac 170608 directs that copies of operation plans and orders and 
corresoonding operational reports be furnished the Secretary of the Admiralty 
and the CinCBPF for specific operations involving units of the British Pacific 
Fleet. 


Cincpoa I7064S approves project for limited training of Army replacements 
in the forward area. 

Cincpac 171220 covers reassignment of Commodore MORAN (ComMTBsPac) and 
further directs Com7thFleet to clear with Cincpac any recommendations concerning 
redisposal of Cincpac personnel and ships temporarily assigned to his command. 

IS February (Guam date) 

Hydrographic conditions at 1.70 JEIA are reported as excellent; no more beach 
obstacles have been found, and there is little surf. Minesweeping operations have 
been completed except for two small areas close inshore; no mines were found. Bom¬ 
bardment was concentrated on eastern beaches and flanks with 4 BB and 1 CA closing 
to between 1800 and 3000 yards offshore. LSUTZE (DD 481) received a hit from a 3 or 
4-inch shell which detonated in her stack causing some topside damage. Of 13 LCI(G) 
which participated in fire support on the 17th, only 1 remains ful l y operative. 

CTF 52 reported at 2200 on the 18th that although weather had prevented com¬ 
plete expenditure of ammunition allowance and that more installations could be found 
and destroyed with 1 more day of bombardment, it was believed the landing could be 
made as scheduled (H-hour designated 0900 K(-10) 19th). 

On the 17th, 42 B-24s struck 1.70 JHIA defense installations and bivouac area 
on north side of Suribachi Yama scoring 90$ hits in the target area with fragmenta¬ 
tion clusters. 10 damaged planes were seen on the airfield, and 2 large and 2 small 
fires were observed. AA damaged 4 B-24s. 

4 B-24s and 2 PB4Ys bombed and photographed M0EN, ETEN and PARAM airstrips in 
TRUK Atoll on the 17th. 4 operational planes were observed. A fighter sweep over TRUK 
is scheduled for the 21st, 

B-29s of the 21st Bomber Command will make a D-day (19th) strike on TOKYO. 

Two reports received from CoaNavGroup CHINA state that: (l)(rated C-3) Japs 
have flown 1500 planes from JAPAN to FORMOSA recently; and, (2)(rated B-3) High Com¬ 
mand has ordered all Army and Navy air forces remaining in the PHILIPPINES to with¬ 
draw to FORMOSA. 

ComGenPOA 140541 replies to War Department proposal to equip forces to be de¬ 
ployed from other theaters and from the United States from stockpiles ox equipment 
and supplies at forward bases in the Pacific Ocean Areas. 
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18 February (Guam date)(Cont>d) 

CNO 161500 requests information relative to rebuilding and rehabilitating 
GUAM v/ith view to using achievements as basis for extending naval administration 
to other islands. 

Cincpac 180624 outlines procedure for informing Cincpac Advance Headquarters 
in cases where aircraft under flight control of ComGenPacDiv ATC are missing, over¬ 
due or lost. 

Cincpoa 180736 (pink) modifies availability of rehabilitation and staging 
facilities in the PHILIPPINES for POA forces. 

CTF 52 181220 recommends that landing at IWO JILIA be carried out on schedule 
despite incomplete expenditure of bombardment ammunition allowance. 

Com5thFleet 182215 summarizes results of two-day carrier strike on TOKYO. 



19 February (Guam date) 




CTF 77 reports that opening of MANILA BAY is proceeding satisfactorily with 
minesweepers operating both north and south of C0RAEGID0R. Additional troops 
have been landed on CCRREGIDOR v/ith slight opposition. 

(Jom5thFleet has reported excellent results of strike by Task Force 58 on 
TOKYO on the 16th and 17th. Approach was executed completely undetected. ’Weather 
resulted in extremely difficult flying conditions over the task force, and much 
of the target area was closed in. Jap planes avoided our fighters and were not 
aggressive. Results are compiled as follows: 


322 eneny aircraft destroyed in the air 
177 destroyed on the ground 

Many probably destroyed (including 150 1st day) 
Numerous air installations destroyed 
Aircraft factories bombed 

Sunk: 1 CVE, 9 coastal vessels, many pickets 
Damaged: 1 DD, 2 DE, 1 AK, 22 coastal vessels 


Our air losses: 

Combat: 49 aircraft, 40 pilots, 6 crewmen 
Operational: 21 aircraft, 5 pilots, 4 crewmen 


Increasingly bad weather resulted in cancellation of strike on 18th. The force 
retired without having been attacked. All Jap planes that followed returning 
strikes were destroyed by CAP over destroyer picket line between surface force 
and target. 2 DD (BARTON and INGRAHAM) were damaged in collision, a 3rd (DORTCH) 
by gunfire from a picket boat, and a 4th (WALDRON) by ramming the same picket boat. 

Landings at TWO JIMA were carried out as scheduled following intense naval 
gunfire and air bombardment. 8 battalions supported by tanks were landed by 
1020 K(-10) 19th, encountering little initial opposition, though some fire was 
directed at LST's and boats. Mortar and artillery fire developed on all beaches, 
particularly beaches BLUE and YELLOW. 6 tanks and elements of the 27th Marines 
had reached the southern edge of the airfield by 1030. Personnel casualties were 
moderate and the situation was considered favorable. Regimental reserves are being 
landed. GAMBLE (DM 15) and BLESSMAN (APD 48) both sustained damage and heavy 
casualties from bomb hits and are ordered towed to SAIPAN. _ _ 
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19 February (Guam date)(Cont'd) 

150 B-29s of the 21st Boiuber Coimnand were airborne for an attack against 
the Musashino Aircraft plant at TOKYO on the 19th. Heavy overcast prevented 
bombing the primary target, but 110 planes bombed the harbor and dock installations 
at TOKYO as secondary target. Enemy air opposition was moderate. 21 planes were 
claimed destroyed, 20 probably destroyed and 25 damaged. 

14 B-24s, the first of 3 squadrons, attacked defense installations on IWO 
JIMA on the 19th placing 90% of bombs in the target area with others unobserved. 

The 2nd squadron was directed by surface control to return to base with bombs; the 
3rd squadron arrived at the target late due to faulty navigation and did not bomb. 

/ 

A PB4Y search plane on the 19th attacked an enemy submarine 225 miles NE of 
PAGAN at 1315 K (-10;. 4 depth charges were dropped from 50-75 feet while the 
submarine was diving vdth conning tower still visible. An oil slick with 300 
foot radius was observed following the attack. 

Con5thFleet 182351 (pink) outlines employment of Task Force 58 following 
DETACHMENT landing support. 

Con5thFleet 190129 (pink) presents OpPlan for strikes on TOKYO, NAGOYA, 

KYUSHU and OKINAWA by Task Force 58. Operation designated JAMBOREE. 

CTF 51 190150 covers the landings and current situation at 140 JIMA. 

Cincpoa 190531 concerns arrangements for anchorages to be used by British 
Pacific Fleet. 

Cincpoa 190539 covers arrangements for loaning dredges to ComVthFleet oh 
the basis replacements are made available to Cincpac. 

CinCBPF 190701 outlines prospective movements of British Pacific Fleet and 
requests assignment of British Pacific Fleet to Cincpac prior to ICEBERG Operation. 

Cincpoa 190823 presents Cinooa's congratulations to the forces involved in 
the strike on TOKYO and the landings on 140 JIMA. 

CTF 93 191129 covers B-24 strike on 140 JIMA on the 19th. 

Cincpac 191143 concerns proposed changes in routing of convoys through the 
Central Pacific to the PHILIPPINES. 

Cincpac 191144 requests recommendations from CINCS4PA in regard to foregoing 
proposal. 

Cincpac 192306 (pink) requests information as to prospective operations and 
clarification of status of British Pacific Fleet. 
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20 February (Guam date) 


Landing operations at L70 ISLAND continued throughout the 19th with 4 RCT»s, 
2 Infantry Battalions, 2 Tank and 4 Artillery Battalions ashore by 1800. The 
5th MarDiv met light to moderate opposition, secured the south half of airfield 
No. 1 and swung left flank toward SURIBACHI. The 4th MarDiv met intense mortar 
and machine gun fire from the right flank. Unloading operations were shifted 
from YELL0.7 Beach to RED and GREEN Beaches. 

At 0230 on the 20th a counter attack by an estimated 1,000 Japs was 
repulsed by the 27th RCT after heavy fighting. Enemy mortar and artillery fire 
continued. During the night 2 cruisers and 11 DD's supported our landing forces 
with illumination and harassing fire. After heavy naval and air bombardment our 
attack was launched at 0845 K(-10) 20th (D plus 1) against strong opposition and 
continuing heavy mortar and artillery fire. The 5th MarDiv moved forward to the 
slopes of SURIBACHI and pushed to the north securing all of the airfield in its 
zone of action. The 4th MarDiv swung to the north its assigned sector. By 1200 
the entire airfield was in our hands. YELL0.V and BLUE Beaches remained closed 
by enemy gunfire, soft sand and wrecked vehicles. Traffic on the GREEN and 
RED Beaches continued. The general situation was somewhat improved. At 1800 
enemy mortar and artillery fire on our position continued, rockets being fired 
on our right flank. Front lines remained substantially unchanged from 1200. 
Comprehensive casualty reports are not yet available. Battleships, cruisers, 
destroyers and I£I(G) all continued to provide fire support. 4 LSMs were damaged. 

SOLACE (AH 5) and PINKNEY (APH 2) have been called forward early. Gar¬ 
rison Group 0 has also been called forward. 

All groups of TF 58 are available at the target. 

HAWKBILL (SS 366) sank 1 large and 1 medium AK in the SCUTH CHINA SEA 
early on the 20th. 

GUAVINA (SS 362) sank 1 large AO off CAPE PADARAN. After the attack, 
she bottomed in 190 feet and took 98 depth charges, but suffered only minor damage. 

Operations in the MANILA BAY entrance area are proceeding satisfactorily. 

At TWO JIMA on the night of the 19th-20th 3 or 4 enemy air raids of 2-4 
planes each approached within 10-20 miles of the island but all retired on the 
approach of our night fighters. Scheduled air strikes on the 20th were increased 
by 45 planes from the fast carriers, but poor visibility hampered the afternoon 
strikes. 2 TBMs were ditched, with all crew members rescued; 2 other TBMs col¬ 
lided, but were able to return to the BENNINGTON and landed safely, and the 1 
aircrewman who bailed out was picked up; a 5th TBM on ASP from the SARGENT BAY 
failed to return. 

CTF 58 has informed Com5thFlt that he can furnish 4 carrier task group 
strikes on the 21st, weather permitting, each strike of about 100 planes (27 VB, 

30 VT, 40 VF). CTF 51 has requested all 4, with the first over the target at 
0730 K(-10). Armament would be 500 pounders, rockets and Napalm. CTF 58 adds 
that"our Napalm runs 50$ duds." In addition to these 4 strikes, TG 58.2 will 
furnish CAP and call strikes. 

Amplified report of 21st BomCom strike on TOKYO on the lyth indicates a 
total of 138 B-29s bombed the harbor and dock area and other targets. 4 B-29s 
were lost. 
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20 February (Guam date)(Cont»d) 

Com7thFleet estimates Jap air strength on 19 February at 531 aircraft in 
the NANSEI SH0T0, FORMOSA, the PHILIPPINES, BORNEO, CELEBES and the eastern 
NETHERLANDS EAST INDIES. Of this total 415 are in FORMOSA and the NANSEI SHOTO. 

Most of the Saoire offensive air strength is reported to be concentrated in southern 
KYUSHU. 


CinCBPF 130619 (pink) outlines BPF communication requirements. 

CinCBPF 190743 (pink) indicates that MONAB was being sent to MANUS in 
belief NF-1 constituted approval and that unless the MONAB was unloaded at MANUS 
in late February or early March as planned, considerable delay in its establishment 
would be experienced. 

CTF 51 191320 (pink) is Summary No. 2 covering TWO situation 1300/19 (D-Day). 

Cincpac 192308 (pink) questions schedule of 5thFleet OpPlan 4-45 (JAMBOREE) 
in providing only 7 days at anchor for carriers before ICEBERG. 

Com5thFleet 200349 (pink) asks whether 24th Corps can meet ICEBERG date. 

CTF 51 200600 (pink) is Summary No. 3 covering 1.70 situation to 1200/20 
(D plus 1). 

Cincpoa 200728 acknowledges congratulations from House of Representatives. 

Com5thFleet 200847 (pink) revises JAMBOREE to include only OVERHEAD (TOKYO) 
and LEGUMINOUS (OKINAWA) with 2 task groups returning to ULITHI by 2 March and 2 
more by 5 March. 

CG LanFor 200925 summarizes situation at EVO from 1800/19 (D-day) to 
1800/20 (D plus 1). 

CTG 50.5 201013 (pink) outlines special search in support of JAMBOREE. 

CTF 51 201210 (pink) is Summary No. 4 covering TiJO situation 1800/20 (Dfl). 

Com5thFleet 201314 (pink) modifies his OpPlan 4-45* 

Cincpoa 201421 directs that shins now enroute PHILIPPINES will no longer 
be held for forward call and announces SiVPA escort for shipping 
LEYTE. 

21 February (Guam date) 

During the night of 20-21 February, operations on IWO were marked by minor 
ground activity and unsuccessful attempts at infiltration. A Jap counter attack 
supported by tanks and artillery, launched at 2015 K (-10), against our left 
flank, was repulsed by RCT 27. 2 cruisers, 11 destroyers and 2 gunboat support 

units again provided harassing and illuminating fire during the night. The attack 
was resumed by our forces at 0810 K/21st (D plus 2) with airfield No. 2, the 0-2 
line, and MT. SURIBACHI the main objectives. By 1145 K the 5th MarDiv had advanced 
1,000 yards reaching the west of airfield No. 2. The 4th MarDiv approached to 
within 200 yards of the southern tip of the airfield - a gain of approximately 
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21 February (Guam date)(Cont>d) 


500 yards. RCT 28 reached the lower slopes of MT. SURIBACHI, employing flame 
throwers and tanks against intense opposition. RCT 21 from 3rd MarDiv Corps 
Reserve was landed by 1800. Another RCT has been ordered to be off the beach 
by 0730 K/22nd (D plus 3). 

Beaches were congested by vehicles wrecked by enemy fire or bogged down 
by volcanic soil and steep beach slopes. Three mat roads have been laid inland * 
and some Marston matting is being laid on the beaches. Pontoon causeways are 
being assembled to assist in unloading of supplies. By 1200 K/21st only 30$ 
of transports had been unloaded. Due to beach conditions it appeared inevitable 
that unloading of garrison echelon would be considerably delayed. 

As of D-Day, there were an estimated 20,000 eneny troops on the island. 

First estimates of casualties have been received. As of 1800 on the 21st (D plus 2) 
862 enemy dead had been counted and 1 P0W had been taken. Our casualties were 
estimated as 3,650 (150 officers, 3500 enlisted men); 3,063 wounded have been 
placed on board ship. Number killed in action and missing are unknown at this time. 

At 1640 K/21st, TF 51 was attacked by an unknown number of Jap suicide 
planes resulting in damage to several ships. SARATOGA (CV 3) was hit by 4 planes 
causing a 20-foot hole in starboard side near waterline and fires topside. At 
2300 she reported situation under control and was proceeding toward SNIWET0K at 
23 knots. BISMARK SEA (CVE 95) was also hit by suicide plane at 1850 K. She 
burned furiously, turned over, and is believed sunk. LUNGA POINT (CVE 94) reports 
damage under control, extent unknown. SAGINAW BAY (CVE 82) was attacked but no 
details of damage have been received. CTG 52.2 reports at least 4 of attacking 
planes shot down; SARATOGA reports 3 shot down close aboard. 

SAMARITAN (AH 10) was hit by a 5-inch richochet from one of our ships, 
but no explosion resulted, and she later departed from the objective with no 
mention of damage or casualties from this hit. 

LOGAN (APA 196) suffered minor damage to her bow when she rammed NAPA 
(APA 218) as result of steering casualty. NAPA has effected temporary repairs 
and can make 10 knots. 

ATULE (SS 403) reports sinking a medium AK off SHANTUNG on the 24th. 

8 snooper B-24s bombed Susaki airfield on CHICHI JIMA on the 19th with 
100-lb. bombs by radar. Results were unobserved except for 1 large fire seen 
through the clouds. 

PAGAN was bombed on the 21st by 24 P-47s. Napalm bombs were dropped 
along the west coast and northwest side of the island. No enemy activity was 
reported and the runway and taxiways appeared inoperational. 

A PB4Y search plane from LEYTE sank a coastal AK and 3 seatrucks, damaged 
2 additional seatrucks (1 loaded with troops), shot down 1 Zeke and 1 Kate over 
Naha airfield on OKINAWA JIMA on the 20th. 24 operational planes were reported 

on the field. 

ComGenPOA 202209 (pink) states that no infomation has been received to 
indicate that the 24th Corps will not be able to meet mounting date for ICEBERG. 

Cincpoa 202305 outlines plan for providing night fighters and carrier 
training during first phase of ICEBERG. 
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21 February (Guam date)(Cont*d) 

DepCom 20th AF 210004 (pink) revises schedule of operations by 21st 
BomCom in support of DETACHMENT. 

Cincpoa 210223 (pink) requests reply from CinCSViTPA regarding availability 
of facilities at MANUS for use by British Pacific Fleet. 

Cincpac 210225 (pink) advises CinC BPF to permit arrangements ror move¬ 
ment of his M0NAB to stand firm. 

Cincpac 210306 concerns issuing by War Department of instructions affect¬ 
ing employment of shipping within the local theater of operations. 

Cincpoa 210429 (pink) approves revised schedule of operations for 21st 
Bomber Command. 

CTF 51 210500 is Summary No. 5 covering IW0 situation as of 1200/21 
(D plus 2). 

Cincpac 210514 (pink) informs Com5thFleet that ICEBERG date is not expected 
to be delayed. 

Cora5thFleet 210550 discusses problem of quickly locating concealed enemy 
batteries firing on our troops during amphibious landings. Also reports successful 
re-arming onerations by TF 58. 

CTF 51 211210 is Summary No. 6 covering IW0 situation as of 1800/21 
(D plus 2). 

CTG 52.2 211238 (pink) submits preliminary report of air attack by suicide 
planes on TG 52.2. 



22 February (Guam date) 

On IV/0 JIMA during the night of 21-22 February the enemy attempted infil¬ 
tration along the entire front with a strong counter attack launched against the 
left flank of RCT 27. An unconfirmed landing on the west coast in the zone of the 
5th MarDiv was also reported. All lines held firm. Our forces resumed the attack 
at 0835 on the 22nd (D plus 3)• The 21st RCT from 3rd MarDiv relieved the 23rd RCT 
in the 4th MarDiv zone of action. 28th RCT began the assault of enemy positions 
on the face of MT SURIBACHI. Strong opposition was met on all fronts, and by 1130 
there were no appreciable changes in front lines. During the afternoon, both the 
4th and 5th MarDivs made small gains. RCT 28 continued the attack on SURIBACHI 
supported by tanks, artillery, demolitions and flame throwers. Japs dropped hand 
grenades and demolition charges on our advancing trooos. By 1400 the base of the 
mountain had been encircled. A counter attack developed on the left of the Corps 
front, but was repulsed at 1810. Another conterattack on the right flank was taken 
under fire by naval gunfire and artillery; results unknown. Combat efficiency of 
our troops was considered to be 70%, 

Beaches were still congested but demolition teams are working to clear 
passages through the wreckage. Our casualties as of l800/21st (D plus 2) were: 
Landing Force (less RCT 25) - KIA 644, WIA 4,168, MIA 56O. RCT 25 - 1,072. Total 
casualties 6,444* Enemy casualties totaled 1,222 dead, 2 POWs. 
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22 February (Guam date)(Cont'd) 


Naval gunfire support at L70 JIMA has been hannered by poor visibility; 
however, expenditure of ammunition has been extremely high, and CTF 51 has ordered 
night gunfire reduced to counter battery fire and that necessary to break up 
counter attacks and disperse assemblies. 

One and possibly two TBMs were shot down by our forces when 4 TBMs from the 
ENTERPRISE appeared through the clouds over TF 51 after warning had been sent to 
all planes to keep clear of surface forces while in Condition RED. Pilot and crew 
of 1 TBM have been rescued. 

TRUK Atoll was photographed on the 21st by PB4Ys. On the same day, 13 
P-3Ss and 4 PB4Ys hit Moen airfield strafing parked olanes and starting 1 fire. 

In the North Pacific on the 20th 4 B-24s bombed KURABU ZAKI (SE PARAMUSHIRU) 
with 113 100-lb. GP bombs. 4 of 5 intercepting energy fighters were damaged. 1 B-24 
was slightly damaged, but all planes returned safely. On the 21st, 4 PVs attacked 
MINAMI ZAKI (SE SHIMUSHU) with rockets. Heavy AA was encountered. 3 PVs returned; 
pilot of the 4th reported intention of bailing out over CAPE LOPATKA. 

Summary of mopping up operations in the forward area for the period 
11 February - 17 February shows the following results: 

SAIPAN - 43 Japs killed, 7 POTTs. Our casualties - 1 wounded 

in action. An area in the central part of the island 
was shelled and patrolled on the 15, 16 and 17 result¬ 
ing in killing or capture of 131 Japs, not as yet 
classified. 

TINIAN - 9 Japs killed, 2 POWs. Our casualties - 2 killed 
in action. 

GUAM - 33 Japs killed, 6 FOWs. Our casualties - 5 killed 

in action, 2 wounded in action. 

FELELIU - 4 Japs killed. 

Com7thFleet 150433 present OpOrd covering investigation of CASIGURAN SOUND 
to determine presence of enemy forces or installations and suitability as fleet 
anchorage. 

Cominch & CNO 201651 (pink)requests Cincpoa's views and recommendations 
on proposed modification of present concept for KURILES operation to keep open a 
sea route to the Maritime Provinces. 

CTF 58 210353 (pink) proposes modification to Com5thFleet 1 s plan for 
JAMBOREE operation. 

CINCSWPA 211730 approves use of MANUS by British Pacific Fleet, including 
augmentation of U.S. naval carrier aircraft pools and personnel. 

Com5thFleet 212317 (pink) replies to modification recommended by CTF 58 
for JAMBOREE, 

CinCBPF 210619 (oink) concerns establishment of bases forward of MANUS. 
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22 February (Guam date)(Cont»d) 

CINCSWPA 211328 allocates certain facilities to Cincpoa for use by British 
Pacific Fleet effective 14 March. 

Cominch 211635 (pink) clarifies status of British Pacific Fleet. 

Cominch 211650 (pink) states that commitment of units of BPF is dependent 
upon decisions of Joint Chiefs of Staff which are expected to be reached about 
15 March. 

Cincpoa 220115 (pink) modifies operations of 21st BomCom in support of 
Task Force 50 strikes on the Empire. 

Cincoac 220116 (pink) designates 2nd MarDiv as Area Reserve for DETACHMENT; 
Division to be prepared for loading on 48 hours notice. 

Cincpoa 220234 expresses concurrence in ComGenPOA serial 0091 of 10 Feb. 
1945 concerning FILBAS Agreement and overhead allotment of SoPacBaCom. 

CTF 51 220410 concerns ammunition supply situation at T.'!0 JJMA and estab¬ 
lishes new quotas in the interest of ammunition conservation. 

Com5thFleet 220647 (pink) further modifies his plan for JAMBOREE operation. 

Com5thFleet 220801 (pink) suggests possibility that IW0 must be left with¬ 
out adequate fleet support unless a delay in ICEBERG is accepted. 

Cincoac 220818 states that coordination of inter-theater communications 
should be effected by JCS or by arrangements between Theater Commanders. 

CTF 51 221240 is Summary No. 8 covering IY/0 situation as of 1800 K(-10) 
on the 22nd (D plus 3). 



23 February (Guam date) 

During the night of the 22nd-23rd Jap infiltration tactics were again em¬ 
ployed but were repulsed along the entire front. A group of enemy swimmers came in 
on the west coast in the rear of RCT 26, but were wiped out. Our attack on the 23rd 
supported by artillery jumped off about 0800(K). Enemy fire was again intense. Both 
divisions were held to very short local gains. At 1200(K) their lines were aoproxi- 
mately the same as when the attack began in the morning. RCT 28 attacking SURIBACHI 
raade the most significant advances and at 1035(K) the ensign was raised on the rim 
of the crater. The regiment held a line on the northeast and south rim of the 
crater. The attack was continued from the noon positions but by l630(K) the only 
sizable gain was in the zone- of the 4th MarDiv on the right flank. The lines here 
vfere pushed ahead 300 yards v In the center, 21st RCT captured the southern tip 
of Airfield No. 2. Front lines otherwise remained static. RCT 28 began mopping up 
operations on SURIBACHI. Block houses and pillboxes were reported to be within the 
crater. 717 enemy dead had been counted in this area. KANG0KU ROCK, off the NW 
shore of 1*70, was taken under fire by DDs and the mortar emplacements and landing 
craft located there eliminated. As of 1630(K) 23 Feb. the 4th and 5th MarDivs plus 
the 21st RCT (3rd MarDiv) and most of Corps Artillery had been landed. In the front 
lines were (from left to right) 27th RCT (5th MarDiv), 26th RCT (5th MarDiv), 21st 
RCT (3rd MarDiv) and 24th RCT (4th MarDiv). The 23rd RCT (4th MarDiv) and the 25th 
RCT (4th MarDiv) had been pulled back from the front lines into Corps Reserve along 
with two battalions of the 27th RCT. The 9th RCT (3rd MarDiv) was scheduled to land 

24 February. 
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23 February (Guam date)(Cont'd) 


Beach conditions at IWO were somewhat improved. Roads or satisfactory exits 
for tracked vehicles extended inland from all beaches except from Beach BLUE 2, 
although YELLOM and BLUE Beaches were still subjected to intermittent mortar and 
artillery fire. The most satisfactory vehicles so far found for negotiation of the 
beaches are amphy trailers (trailers attacked to amtracs) and weasels (tracked jeeps). 
Six foot breakers pounded the eastern beaches throughout the day. Use of pontoon 
causeways has been temporarily abandoned as the surf conditions cause them to broach. 
Investigation of the western beaches indicates that they are suitable only under 
ideal conditions. 

No material change in the disposition of our forces. Naval support gunfire 
continues. Replenishment has been slow due to weather. 3 LST, 1 LSU, 1 YMS and 

2 patrol craft have sustained damage but are still operating under their own cower. 

347 of the 836 on board the BISMARCK SEA (CVE 95) are missing, 

ComMavGroup CHINA reports 5 convoys off the INDO-CHINA Coast. One consist¬ 
ing of a large AP and escorts, and another of four ships were last seen headed 
north. The 3rd, 3 AOs with 2 escorts, returned to SAIGON with dead and vrounded 
after attack by a plane. The 4th, 2 APs and 2 escorts, was attacked by a submarine 
at 1100 l/22 northest of CAPE PADARAN. 1 AP was sunk. The 5th, 2 AOs and 2 es¬ 
corts, passed CAURANH BAY going north on the 22nd. This convoy was tracked by planes 
all night, vectoring submarine to the scene. 

The 73rd Bonding recorts sighting in the INLAND SEA 2 CV, 1 CVL, 1 BB, 1 BB 
or CA, 4 CL and 18 DD. 

FLOUNDER (SS 251) which was operating off the H1D0 CHINA Coast reports having 
been rammed while submerged by another submerged sub "believed friendly". Suoer- 
structure was damaged and radar carried away. Hull is sound. Sub is croceeding to 
SUBIC BAY. 

The suicide attacks on our surface forces on the 21st came from an estimated 
50 Jap planes, both Bettys and Zekes (also Jills, apparently), that attacked from 
1640 to 2000. The planes attacked in s all groups. 11 planes were shot down. At 
1501 on the 22nd a group of 4 Jap planes attempted unsuccessfully to attack the 
SAGINA'V BAY. At the sane tine 2 enemy groups of about 4 planes each were picked up 
by radar but did not close. During this Red Alert 2 ENTERPRISE TBMs were shot down 
by our surface forces. Although bad weather hampered air support, more than 400 
combat missions \vere flown on the 22nd between daylight and 1430, when strikes were 
cancelled. Scheduled air strikes on the 23rd were carried out with emphasis on the 
destruction of pinpoint targets under the direction of the air coordinator and air 
liaison parties. During the morning a strike on CHICHI JITA destroyed 3 and damaged 

3 of 10 planes seen on the ground; 2 TBMs were damaged by AA, but both returned 
safely. Spotting planes reported Jap AA launched 3 foot parachutes at 2000 feet, 
each supporting a 4 foot caSle from which dangled a flame spouting object 2 feet 
long. 

B-29s will bomb TOKYO (or NAGOYA) on the 25th rather than the 24th. 

A search plane attacked 4 DE and 1 A0 in CAMRANH BAY leaving the A0 afire 
and 1 DE damaged. 
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23 February (Guam date) 

Con 20th AF 192302 (pink) covers directive outlining primary and secondary 
missions of 20th and 21st Bomber Commands. 

Coia7thFlt 220247 concerns construction of shore facilities at SAMAR, 
support of fleet operations at LINGAYBN, SUBIC and MANILA and supply stocks in 
SoWesPac Area. 

Cincpoa 221303 informs CINCBIF of approval of his use of MANUS as fleet 
anchorage, requesting him to make detailed arrangements with ComNavBase MANUS. 

Cincpoa 222343 pertains to SI7PA shipping through P0A. 

Cincpoa 230145 (pink) requests CinCSVYPA to authorize PacFlt PB4Y photo¬ 
graphic planes to operate from LUZON in conducting photographic reconnaissance of 
OKINAWA. 


CTF 51 230500 is Summary Mo. 9 covering I.Y0 situation as of 1200 K(-10) 
on the 23rd (D plus 4). 

ConGenStrAirPOA 230606 states that all units of TF 93 are available to 
assist CTF 51 with bombing strikes. 

Cine joa 230637 outlines arrangements relative to visit of General Maxwell 
and party to Cincpoa headquarters. 

Cincpoa 230640 (pink) disapproves proposal of ConGenlOthArny regarding 
construction for civilian population of OKINAWA. 

CTF 51 231150 is Summary No. 10 covering IW0 situation as of 1000 K(-10) 
on the 23rd (D plus 4). 

24 February (Guam date) 

After a comparatively quiet night, our forces on 1.70 continued the attack 
on 24 February (D plus 5) supported by artillery, tanks and naval gunfire, en¬ 
countering stiff enemy resistance throughout the day. Advances were nade along 
the entire front, the most notable being made in the vicinity of Airfield //2, 
half of which was captured, and along the extreme right flank where the lines were 
pushed forward 300 to 400 yards. At 0955 (K), the Commanding General, Landing 
Force (Maj.Gen. Schmidt) assumed command ashore. By 1000 all troops except 3rd 
RCT (3rd MarDiv) had been or were being disembarked. Construction battalions and 
engineer battalions had been ordered ashore and one strip of Airfield #1 cleared 
of mines. Reports indicate that all Jap defenses were expertly planned and fanatic¬ 
ally defended. All emplacements, including block houses, pillboxes and caves were 
mutually supporting and built of concrete, in some instances four feet thick. 
Minefields were numerous with many torpedo heads being used for ex-plosive charge. 

A new type of incendiary grenade about the size of an orange was found. It was 
also discovered that the Japs were using approximately 1,000 pound rockets which 
were probably the cause of much of the damage on D Day and D plus 1 previously 
attributed to mortars. Some Japs were found wearing Marine uniforms. Beach con¬ 
ditions have continued to improve and supplies and equipment are now moving more 
rapidly than at any time during the operation. The hydrographic group has com¬ 
pleted its survey and work on nets and mooring buoys has been initiated. Our casual¬ 
ties as of 1800 23 Feb. (D plus 4): KIA 706; WIA 5,125; MIA 531. Enemy casualties 
as of the close of D plus 5 were: 2,799 killed, 6 F0Y7s. 
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24 February (Guam da^e)(Cont’d) 



The air attack on our forces at I.'O on the 23rd was made by several small 
groups of enemy planes. There were no fighter interceptions. Planes dropped 
window, but apparently made no attacks. TF 51 employed extensive radar jamming 
and smoke. CTF 51 reported that the night air attack nay have cone via MARCUS. 

Our air support strikes on the 24th were reduced owing to carrier refueling and 
search operations. 1 TBM spotting plane with Marine Corps observer crashed in 
flames; no survivors. Fire support was furnished throughout the day by 2 OBB, 3 CA 
and 10 DD. 

210 B-29s from the 21st BoraCom are scheduled to strike the TOKYO dock and 
urban area on the 25th with 564 tons of incendiaries. The attack will occur be¬ 
tween 1430 and I 63 O in conjunction with carrier plane attack. 

Beginning 25 Februaiy, CTF 93 has ordered daily attacks on Susaki airfield 
at CHICHI JUIA by 1 squadron of B-24s during daylight and 7 B-24s at night. Carrier 
sweeps will be discontinued. 

Com7thFlt announces plans for aerial raining of waters around AMOY, SWATOW, 
HONGKONG, HAINAN STRAIT, YULINKAN BAY, MAKO (PESCADORES), TAKAO and TAINAN (FORMOSA) 
during March and Aoril. 

ALUSNA MOSCOW 211430 (pink) covers arrangements for turning over certain 
types of U.S. mine, patrol and landing craft to Soviet crews at COLD BAY, ALASKA. 

CoraGen20thBoraCon 212105 (pink) requests clarification of orders regarding 
transfer of 53th Wing from INDIA to the MARIANAS. 

CTF 51 232315 requests CTF 93 to make day and night strikes on CHICHI JIMA, 
HAHA JIMA and MINAMI JIMA. 

CTF 51 240700 is Summary No. 11 covering 1.70 situation as of 1200 (K) 

24 February (D plus 5). 

CTF 51 241310 is Summary No. 12 covering P.70 situation as of 1300 (K) 

24 February (D plus 5 ). 

25 February (Guam date) 

At 1.70 JIMA the old BBs together with CAs and DDs continued to furnish 
close gunfire support for trooos ashore. During the night of 24-25 February minor 
infiltrations were attempted against the central portion of our lines; all were 
repulsed. On the 25th, ground activity continued with only limited gains being 
made. The aost sizeable gains being made in the central and western portions of 
the line. It is believed that our troops are now attacking the principal enemy 
offensive positions on the island. The latest casualties as of 1130 on the 25th 
were as follows: KIA 834; WIA 5,428; MIA 404. 2,327 enemy dead have been counted 

and 7 POWs have been taken. 

CTF 53 is still maintaining radio silence; however, VLR reports indicate 
that weather over TOKYO is unfavorable and therefore the carrier planes may have 
had difficulty in reaching their targets. 

During the air raid at IA0 JUIA on the evening of the 24th the HEYWOOD L. 
EDWARDS (DD 663 ) and the BRYANT (DD 665 ) collided causing extensive damage to the 
ED .1 ARDS. 
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25 February (Guam, date)(Cont'd) 


Planes from the CVEs supporting the 1.70 JIMA operation rail renew dawn 
and dusk sweeos against CHICHI JIMA and HAM JIMA since CTF 93 has reported that 
he can only carry out night intruder attacks at those targets. B-24s have been 
assigned artillery, blockhouse and gun emplacement targets for their scheduled 
1500 attacks. 

On the 24th MARCUS was attacked by B—24s. The runways appeared in good 
operational condition orior to attack. The attack was made with delayed fuze 
bombs from an altitude of 10,000 feet. 

On the 25th, 229 B-29s were airborne for an incendiary attack on the TOKYO 
urban area. 22 of these planes returned early and 2 were lost when they collided 
at the assembly point some 60 miles west of CHICHI JIMA. No survivors were located 
by a plane which circled the area for approxiraately 2 hours. 184 of these planes 
bombed TOKYO by radar through 10/10 undercast. 20 other B-29s bombed Empire tar¬ 
gets including YOKOHAMA, SIZU0KA, HAMAMATSU and NAGOYA. All results were unobserved 
and all planes returned safely except the 2 which collided. There was-no fighter 
interception and flak was meager to moderate and generally inaccurate. 

CinCS.TPA 250430 (pink) outlines searches and strikes to be carried out in 
conjunction with the fast carrier strike on the NANSEI SH0T0. 

CTF 51 250515 is Sumraary No. 13 covering L70 situation as of 1200 (K) 

25 February (D plus 6 ). 

ComGenAAFPOA 250740 concerns movement data of 315th Bomb Wing and the first 
two groups of the 5<8th Bomb ',7ing. 

26 February (Guam date) 

At L70 JIMA on the night of 25-26 February the enemy attempted only minor 
infiltrations and no major counterattacks were reported. It was the quietest night 
since the beginning of the operation. On the 26 th at 0800 (K) the front line 
divisions commenced their assault. Stubborn resistance was net throughout the en¬ 
tire day, but by late afternoon noticeable gains had been made in the center of 
the line where the entire No. 2 airfield had been seized. At the present time our 
trooos occupy the most important terrain, from a tactical standpoint, yet occupied, 
the troops now being on high ground and from the front line positions can observe 
the entire northern half f the island. 

Two of our observation planes landed at strip No. 1 on the morning of the 
26th. The strip has been cleared to 1,500 feet. AA weapons have been brought 
ashore to aid in protection of the troops and planes expected to be operated from 
the airfield very shortly. Information from prisoners of war indicate that the 
only source of drinking water new available to the Japanese is rainwater which is 
being collected in barrels. Our own supply is adequate, 15 distillation units 
being in operation on shore. The morale of the Marine Divisions employed in the 
operation is reported to be excellent and the reserves adequate to complete the 
mission of capturing 1/70 JILIA. 

CVE based planes flew support missions on the morning of the 26th but all 
air operations were cancelled early in the afternoon because of unfavorable weather. 
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2o February (Guam date)(Cent*d) 

On the 26th planes from the ENTERPRISE made a dawn sweep against CHICKI JIMA 
destroying 1 airplane, 1 s m all AK and 2 medium AKs. 15 wrecked planes were 
observed on the field and 8 snail vessels were observed in the harbor. 

4 submarines have been reported in the vicinity of 33*0. (A) A plane 

from the ANZIO (AS'/ CVE 57) made visual contact with a large submarine at 0210/26th, 
(25-122, 140-15E) dropped a 30N0-3U0Y and attacked. An explosion was heard and 
the sub is believed to be damaged. (B) Four hours earlier, at 2210K/26th an 
un-named ship from TF 54 ade a radar contact with a probable submarine (25—0411, 

140— 28E), NEWCOMB (DD 586), BENNION (DD 662 ) and CAPPS (DD 550) attacked; al 1 
heard heavy underwater explosion at the same tine. when no depth charges were 
being dropped. There is no report of debris. (C) At 0804K/26th FINNEGAN (DE 307 ), 
escorting returning transports from IWO, had an underwater sound contact (22-3111, 

141- 29E). Attacks brought debris and wood with Japanese characters on it to the 
surface. (D) Another contact was made 5 hours later about 50 miles to the south. 

The TULAGI (CVE 72) ASA group is conducting hunter-killer operations there but no 
results have been reported. 

Con7thFleet reoorts that preliminary minesweeping of the main portion of 
MANILA BAY has been completed with negative results. 

A Task Unit of 1 ID, 1 DE, 2 AM and 2 LCI left LEYTE on the 2oth to proceed 
to CASIGURAN SOUND to land scouts for reconnaissance and to sweep the bay for nines. 

It now apoears that TF 58 did not attack NAGOYA on the 2oth. The TOKYO 
attack was broken off after one day and they are now scheduled to arrive at a 
fueling rendezvous today. 

CTF 51 260525 is Summary No. 15 covering LX) situation as of 1200 (K) 
on the 26th (D plus 7). 

DepCoa20thAF 260650 (pink) requests Co.uGen 21st BomCoa to continue efforts 
to photograph OKINAWA until such time as photographic results are obtained other 
means. 


Cincpac 260725 (pink) concerns employment of WISEMAN (DE 667 ) in the 
PHILIPPINE area to orovide for emergency electric facilities. 


Cincpoa Adv. Hq. 260855 requests Com5thFleet to station a lifeguard ship 
NE of IWO JIMA on days of VLR major strikes. This request extends only for a 
period during which 5 th Fleet ships remain in the IW0 JIIIA area. 

CTF 51 261315 is Summary No. 16 covering IW0 situation as of 1800 (K) 
on the 26th (D plus 7). 
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27 February (Guam date) 


At L/O JLMA on the 27th United gains were made during the day, the most 
sizeable of which were .made along the center of the line and along the right flank 
where the 4th MarDiv made an advance of approximately 400 yards along the coasrt. 
v Garrison forces have been ordered to commence landing on 1 March. 

LST 884 was hit by a medium caliber shell putting 1 screw out of commis¬ 
sion, and an un-naned AKA was hit with minor damage resulting. 1 or 2 LSTs and 
4 LSMs were damaged from beaching. CAINOUN (DD 801) collided with an AKA and an 
APA while getting underway. Slight damage resulted. 

28 February was the scheduled date for an operation in which troops will 
be landed in the PUERTO FRINCESSA area on the Island of PALAWAN. The 186th RCT 
(Reinforced) from the 41st Infantry Division of the 8th Army was scheduled to ake 
the landing. Combat troops for this operation number 5,753; service troops number 
2,246. The intital objective will be the two airstrips in the PUERTO PRINCESSA 
area; the final phase of the operation will consist of the development of airdrome, 
naval and logistic facilities, and eventually the control of the entire island of 
PALAWAN. 

Com5thFleet reports results of the TOKYO strike by TF 58 on the 25th as 

follows: 

Enemy Losses : 

158 planes destroyed of which 47 were shot down. 

2 trains, 1 radar station and hangars destroyed. 

OTA Plant 75/ destroyed. 

KOIZUMI Plant hit heavily. 

5 coastal vessels, 7 snail craft probably sunk. 

9 coastal vessels, 5 small craft damaged. 

Own Losses : 

9 VF planes and 4 VF pilots in combat. 

3 VF, 1 VT and no personnel operational. 

No damage to surface forces except minor 

damage to PORTERFIELD and PASADENA. 

Approach to the target was through bad weather, which required slowing down several 
tines to prevent daiage to destroyers. 4 DDs suffered structural storm damage. 

The weather was bad on the 25th, and a strike on NAGOYA (where better weather was 
predicted) was cancelled on the morning of the 26th due to weather. During retire¬ 
ment night of 25/26 the force sank 5 small enemy vessels including 1 picket boat 
which caused minor daiage, 1 officer killed and 13 men wounded on PORTERFIELD (DD632) 
and minor daiage and 2 men wounded in PASADENA (CL 65). 

The force fueled on the 27th. Then TG 58.4 was detached to return to 
ULITHI. The other 3 groups are headed for OKINAWA when they will conduct their 
strike on 1 March, a day early, and possibly strike also on the 2nd. 

3LENNY (SS 324) reports destroying 1 and possibly 2 tankers from a 3 tanker 
northbound convoy off CAMRAHN BAY on an unstated date, probably the 25th. 

CinCSlVPA 250539 refers to SoPacSaCoa personnel to be transferred to SWPA. 

CinCSiVPA 261515 (pink) refers to staging and rehabilitation of ?0A divisions 
as contemplated in the FILBAS Agreement. lacArthur states that they will be unable 
to stage and rehabilitate the divisions as planned in the FILBAS Agreement, 

2557 


- Continued - 











27 February (Guam date)(Cont’d) 

Con5thFleet 262107 outlines TOKYO strike on the 25th by TF 58, 

Cincpac PEARL 270300 covers resort concerning Lt.Gen. Harmon's flight 
to OAHU from E7AJALEIN. 

CTF 51 270535 is Summary No. 17 covering L70 situation as of 1200 (K) 
on the 27th (D plus 8). 

Cincpac Adv. Hq. 270304 refers to proposal to augment surface escort be¬ 
tween ENT. ET0K and the MARIANAS and VfESTERN CAROLINES. 

Cincpoa 270324 (pink) authorizes the establishment of a British Pacific 
Fleet MONAB at PONAM ISLAND. 

CTF 51 271130 is Summary No. 18 covering 1.70 situation as of 1300 (K) 

27 February (D olus 8). 

Cincpoa 271415 (pink) requests information from Coa.GenPOA relative to 
certain service troops assigned to SoMesPac. 

Cincpac 271416 requests CoriHarGils to strike enemy airfields in the 
MARSHALLS without delay. 



28 February (Guam date) 

On the 28th advances were made at 1.70 JP'A to the extent of 200-300 yards 
all along the line. Our casualties as of 1800 K 27 February are as follows: 

KIA 1570, V/IA 7656, MIA 552. Total casualties 9778. Enemy casualties as of 1800 K 
on the 26th: 4784 killed, 10 PO.Vs. 

Task Force 53 was scheduled to strike OKINAWA on 1 March. 

PRESIDENT ADAMS (APA 19) received structural damage to her side plating 
during unloading operations on the 23th. 

The search for General Harmon’s plane has been negative up until the 
night of the 28th. At least 70 planes have been searching for the past two days. 

CinCBPF 240215 outlines short titles of various British Pacific Fleet 
commands. 

MARSHALL 280026 (pink) fixes the departure date for the 2nd water echelon 
of the 58th Wing at 15 April at the earliest. 

Cincpoa Adv Hq 280047 (pin!:) informs CinCSWPA that 5 PB4Ys of VD-5 will 
arrive SA’-'AR evening of 23 February for photographing OKINAWA targets in coordi¬ 
nation with the Fast Carrier strike thereon on 1 and 2 March. These planes will 
stay in the 3WP area until about 1 April. 

Cincpoa Adv Hq 280129 (pink) .gives CinCSJPA information relative to Fast 
Carrier strike on OKINAWA on 1 March and possibly on 2 March. 
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28 February (Guam date) (Cont'd) 


CTF 51 280510 is Suoaary No. 19 covering 1.70 situation as of 1200 (K) 

28 February (D plus 9)• 

Cincpoa Adv Hq 280529 (-link) sets forth the Warning Order for Phase III-c 
of ICEBERG Operation with target date naued as "A-Day". 

CTF 51 281035 is Sumary No. 20 covering 1.70 si 
23 February (D ulus 9). 


1 March (Guan date) 

At 1,70 JIMA during the night 28 Feb.-l March enemy artillery blew up the 
aaaunition dump of the 5th MarDiv. During the day of D plus 10 gains were limited 
along the entire front; however, the 3rd MarDiv was able to seize a portion of 
Airfield #3. Airfield #1 is now reported operational for emergency landings of 
fighter aircraft, 1 carrier plane having landed on the field already. 

Minor da-iage was inflicted on our shipping at IW0 JIMA. TERRY (DD 513) 
received a medium caliber hit fro’ enemy artillery fire flooding her forward 
engine roor.i; 9 men were killed, 18 ’wounded. CALHOUN (DD 801) was hit aft which 
resulted in 1 killed and 7 wounded. 

TF 58 completed its mission of a strike against OKINAWA and is now headed 
for ULITHI. 

CoaNavGroup CHINA reports the arrival of the transport AWA MARU at SAIGON 
on 23 February. This ship which was granted safe conduct passage in order to 
transport supplies for P0Y7s was reported to have unloaded 600 tons of ’munitions 
and 20 crated planes. 

Fleet Admiral Nioitz and Rear Admiral Sheraan departed for PEARL HARBOR 
with ultimate destination WASHINGTON, D.C. 

ConGenPOA 272155 (pink) refers to transfer of SoPacBaCom overhead allotment 

to P0A. 



ConGen SoPacBaCon 010042 (pink) sets forth units transferred from SoPacBaCou 
to various operating areas. 

Cincpac Adv. Hq. 010135 (pink) lists tentative assignment of ships to CTF 58 
for ICEBERG Operation. 

CTF 51 010600 is Summary No. 21 covering 1.70 situation as of 1200 (K) 

1 March (D plus 10). 

CTF 51 OIII3O is Sunnary No. 22 covering 1770 situation as of 1800 (K) 

1 March (D plus 10). 
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2 March (Guam date) 

At L/0 JUIA on the 2nd advances up to 700 yards were made by the 3rd LlarDiv 
in the central portion of the island. The other two divisions, the 4th on the 
right and 5th on the left, : aae excoptionally small gains throughout the day. Air¬ 
field #3 has now been secured and 4,000 feet of airfield #1 has been rehabilitated. 
Our casualties as of 1700 (K) 1 March were: 592 officers, 10,663 ELI. Total casual¬ 
ties are now 11,255 of which 1,774 are listed as KIA* Enemy casualties as follows: 
Killed, 7,127; POY/s 15 Japs, 17 Koreans. 

The occupation of PUERTO PRIHCES5A is proceeding 'without opposition. Fire 
support units and minesweeping units were released on H-Day. MANILA HARBOR has 
now been cleared of mines throughout with the exception of a portion along the 
breakwater. The reconnaissance of CASIGURAN SOUND is proceeding satisfactorily. 

The anchorage appears to be good, no mines have been found and no enemy activity 
was reported in the vicinity close to the beach. 

Task Force 53 is now enroute to ULITKI. DD's from this force picked up 
7 or 8 aviators (VLR) who were down south of PAREGE VELA. 

Again on the 2nd all searches for Lt. Gen. Harmon were negative. 

Beginning on the evening of the 3rd, about 5 to 10 B-29s will fly reconnais¬ 
sance search missions to the NAGOYA area for the purpose of taking radar scope 
photographs. 

Mar sh al1 241305 delineates the boundaries of the AFRICA-MIDDLE EAST Theater. 

Coa5thFlt 020359 (pink) states that he considers it advisable to strike 
KYUSHU first in the next operation, leaving ULITHI 1 day early if necessary, and 
requests Admiral Llitscher to make an alternate plan covering this strike on KYUSHU. 

CTF 51 020515 is Summary No. 23 covering ISO situation as of 1200 (K) 
on the 2nd (D plus 11). 

DepCoa20thAF 020654 (pink) outlines employment of 2 VLR wings at MIYAK0 JLMA. 

CTU 73.9.2 021058 outlines the results of the shore reconnaissance of CASI¬ 
GURAN BAY. 

CTF 51 021120 is Suixiary No. 24 covering IW0 
2 March (D plus 11). 


situation as of 1800 (ft) 
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3 March (Guam date) 


At IWO JIMA on 3 March steady though not extensive advances v. r ere iade on both 
the left flank and center of the Corps front lines throughout the day. Energy opposi¬ 
tion was extremely stubborn throughout the day. Heavy mortar fire was experienced 
by all 3 divisions* Airfield £1 is scheduled to be ready for garrison fighters on 
6 March, However, transport planes are new landing on this field. Unloading is con¬ 
tinuing, however due to unfavorable weather and poor beach conditions it is being 
carried out under extreme difficulties. 

Casualties as of 1700 (K) 2 March are as follows: 602 officers, 11674 enlisted 
men; total casualties 12,276 of which 1,997 are listed as killed in action. Enemy 
dead as of 1300 (K) 2 March totaled 10,329. POWs 30 Japs, 43 Koreans. 

Task Force 50 is due to arrive at UI1THI on the afternoon of 4 March. 

In the Southwest Pacific Area sweeping of a northern passage through the 
PHILIPPINES is continuing and reports indicate that progress is satisfactory. The 
VERDE ISLAND PASSAGE is -clear and no :-dnes have been found in TIXA0 PASS. Landings 
have been made on LUBANG ISLAND and VERDE ISLAND. 

SAUNTER (AM295) struck a contact nine in MANILA BAY on the 26th which resulted 
in the flooding of engine rooms and causing severe structural damage. 2 men were 
killed and 13 wounded. 

3 Task Groups of Task Force 50 obtained . aajority of the necessary photography 
of QHL^IA'/A and other islands of the 1IANSEI SHCT0 Group on 1 March. Poor photographic 
conditions existed on that day and the prediction of more low clouds on March 2nd 
caused the abandonment of plans for a second day at the objective. No air opposition 
was encountered and only 4 enemy planes (all twin engine bombers) were shot down. 37 
additional planes were destroyed on the ground (9 twin engine and 23 single engine) 
plus 50 or jore damaged. Some of the latter planes, however, ay have already been 
damaged in previous strikes. We lost 21 aircraft (17 VF, 4 VT), 13 of these in combat, 
5 pilots plus 3 aircrewnen were reported nissing. 

In attacks on shipping 13 vessels were sunk (including 1 DD and 2 medium AK), 

13 were probably sunk (including 1 aediua .AK), and 26 were da aged (including 4 DE 
or PF, 1 aediua AP and 4 •'iediu’i AK). 

On the ground any buildings, including barracks, administration buildings, 
sugar wills, a lumber yard, warehouses, radio and radar installations, and airfield 
installations were destroyed or damaged on AMAMI, T0KUN0, OKINAWA, KUME, ERABU, 

MIN AMI and 0KHI0 DAITC. 

During its retirement, the task group conducted a night bombard lent of 0KIN0 
DAIT0 starting large fires. 

191 B-29s were airborne for an attack on TOKYO at 0100 (K) on the 4th. Pri¬ 
mary target was the Musashino Aircraft Plant near TOKYO. 

Air evacuation of the wounded by landplanes began at IWO JE.IA on the 3rd. 

Richardson 230546 (pink) concerns certain Army facilities to be transferred 
to naval jurisdiction on a temporary loan basis. 

CouEsCarFor 020943 (pink) recow ends increasing, prior to next operation, 
the VF pilot complement on CVEs due to the arduous schedule resulting in excessive 
pilot fatigue. 
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3 March (Glia’, date) (Co..„ *d) 




CTF 53 021247 outlines photographic coverage obtained by TF 58 of the NANSEI 
SKOTO area on 1 March. 

GHQ S', TP A 021912 (.link) refers to proposal in the FILBAS Agreement to stage 
9 POA divisions in the PHILIPPINES. 


CinCPac Adv. Hq. 022329 (pin!-:) states that for CinCBPF's inforriation there 
is no change in current situation relative to employment of BPF. 

Coa5thFlt 022357 outlines aeoarture of certain units iron 1.70 JUIA in order 
to make ready for next operation. 


CTF 51 030110 is Summary No. 26 covering 1/0 situation as of 1800 (K) on 
the 3rd (D plus 12). 

CinCPOA Adv. Hq. 030219 (oink) states that he desires 494th Bomb Group be 
returned from CinCSWPA to operational control of CinCPOA not later than 15 April. 

CTF 51 030605 is Suixary No. 25 covering 170 situation as of 1200 (K) 

3 March (D plus 12). 


Richardson 031022 refers to officer and enlisted shortages in the 24th.Crirps. 


4 March (Guam date) (J 

The front lines at L70 JE.IA remained practically unchanged throughout the 
entire day of 4 March. Our casualties as of 1700 (K) 3 March are as follows: 636 
officers, 12,656 enlisted men; total 13,292 of which 2,175 are listed as KIA. Enesy 
casualties as of 1800 (K) 3rd are: 12,864 dead, 36 Jap POV/s, 45 Korean POWs. 

Reconnaissance and sweeping of CASIGURAN SOUND has been completed. No mines 
were found nor were any enery installations discovered on shore. 22 mines were swept 
in BALER BAY. 

2 destroyers, YARNELL (DD 541) and RINGGOLD (DD 500), both assigned to TF 59 
enroute to ULITHI, collided, considerable damage being caused to both ships. No 
personnel casualties are reported by the RINGGOLD but 1 man was killed and 6 wounded 
aboard the YARNELL. Both ships will require extensive repairs. 

TREPANG (SS 412) sank an AK on the morning of the 3rd off NAGOYA. 

Results of the raid by B-29s on the TOKYO Area are as follows: Pri .ary target, 
Musashino Aircraft Plant, was hit with 27 tons from 9 B—29s, bombing by radar from 
25-28,000 feet through 10/l0ths undercast. 154 other planes dropped 432 tons (234 
GP, 148 IB) on the TOKYO urban area by radar fro 25-29,000 feet. There was no fight-: 
er opoosition, but heavy AA was eager to oderate and accurate to inaccurate. 18 
planes bombed 5 other targets with 56 tons. Results were unobserved because of weather. 
1 B—29 ditched on return, 9 survivors were rescued by a Navy Dumbo. 1 other B—29 was 
forced to land at 1.70 JIMA because of fuel shortage. The plane was refueled, took 
off and landed safely at TINIAN, All other planes returned safely. 


Co:rinch & CN0 022020 concerns the category of defense of the UNALASKA Sector. 


PhotRon 5 Adv Ech O3H36 (pink) states that Clark Field is the only field in 
LUZON suitable for Liberator operations and that no avgas will be available thei'e 
-irior to 20 March and states that 5th AF is scheduled to fly F5 photo planes over 
•TYAK0. -Continued- ?5G2 











4 March (Guam date)(G^, *d) 

CTF 53 032346 (pink) states that he proposes to sortie fro.; ULITHI 14 March 
(ELD) for the next operation. 

Chennault*s 040417 (pinlc) refers to weather reconnaissance to be ;ade prior 
to ICEBERG OPERATION. 

CincPOA Adv. Hq. 040340 (pink) requests DepCou 20th AF to conduct reconnais¬ 
sance of TSUSHIMA STRAITS in order to determine routes used by shipping through these 
Straits. 


CTF 51 040440 is Summary No. 27 covering 1.70 situation as of 1200 (K) 

4 March (D plus 13). 

CincPOA Adv. Hq. 040836 (pink) comments on withdrawal of Heavy Bo.uber Groups 
assigned to P0A for conversion to Long Range Groups. 

CTF 51 041040 is Suanary Mo. 23 covering IW0 situation 

4 March (D plus 13)• 

5 March (Guam date) 

No change in the ground situation resulted fron activity on the 5th at 1*70 
JIMA. The reason for this was that all the Marine Divisions were reorganizing; re¬ 
serves of aauiunition were being built up and personnel reequipped. Mopping up in 
the rear areas continued. Casualties as of 1700 (K) on 4 March were 14,355 of which 
2,419 had been killed in action. 

MANILA HARBOR ninesweeping operation has been substantially completed. The 
Harbor has been opened and naval ships of all types are now unloading in this harbor. 
Minesweeping in BALER BAY and in SAN BERNARDINO STRAITS continues. Guerillas were 
landed on MASBATE ISLAND on the 3rd* 

Co:a5th Fleet in the INDIANAPOLIS departed 1.70 1600 (K) on the 5th for GUAM 
and ConPhibsPac is scheduled to leave on the 6th also for GUAM. 

Cou5thFlt 040313 directs CTF 58 to maintain the equivalent of 2 task groups 
of Task Force 58 in readiness for sortie on IB hours notice. 

CinCSWPA 040429 states that his new Advanced Echelon GHQ opened in MANILA 
at 1800 I (-9) on 5 March. 

CinCSWPA 040811 (pink) outlines to CorcAlliedAirForces the search plans to 
be out into effect for the ICEBERG Operation. 

Con5thFlt 040850 (pinlc) approves CTF 58 OpPlan for ICEBERG with the exception 
of ninor changes in composition of task groups. 

CinCSWPA 041759 states that operation of 5 photo Liberators of VD-5 from 
Clark Field about 10 March is approved. 

CinCS ! .7?A 050313 (pinlc) states that 494th Bomb Group can be returned to CinCPOA 
operational control jrior to 15 April. 

CINC S'/PA 050434 states that Co.uGenPOA cay send a control group to assist in 
mounting out 24th Corps Garrison ‘Echelons. 
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5 March (Guari date) (G-..6 *d) 




CTF 51 050435 is Siijaaxy No. 29 covering Iv70 situation as of 1200 (K) 

5 March (D plus 14). 

CoaGenAAFPQA 050450 (pink) refers to staff setup for LEGUMINOUS (OKUIA.'.'A) 
and WORKMAN (IWO JBIA). 


DepCoa20thAF 050452 (pink) rec amends that request of CincPOA for the 21st 
Bomber Connand to conduct reconnaissance of TSUSHIMA STRAITS be approved provided it 
does not seriously interfere with the prime mission of the 20th AF. 


CorjAirPac 050615 (pink) reco.i .ends that the CABOT, together with its Carrier 
Air Group (29), be returned for Navy Yard availability prior to 15 March. ConAirPac 
states that this Air Group is not fit for further combat. 

CTF 51 051015 is Sunnary No. 30 covering IWO situation as of 1S00 (K) 

5 March (D plus 14). 

Cincpac Adv. Hq. 051246 terminates the designation of 2nd MarDiv as Area 
Reserve for 140 JIMA Operation. 


Cincpac Adv. Hq. 051410 (pink) recommends to Co.i5thFlt that CABOT be retained, 
plus its Air Group (29), for participation in the next operation (at least in A.he 
initial stages). 

6 March (Guam date) 



IWO JIMA - reorganization of the 5th FhibCorps was completed on the morning 
of 6 March, no changes being made in the disposition of the front line divisions# 
Intense artillery preparation was laid down prior to jumping off# Hc*rever, exception¬ 
ally slight gains were made along the entire front lines throughout the day# 


SAN BERNARDINO STRAIT has been swept with no mines being found# CASIGURAN 
SOUND and BAY are reported ready for immediate use# The airfield site at this lo¬ 
cality was reported to be satisfactory# 

5 0BB aw scheduled to leave IWO JIMA on the afternoon of the 7th# This will 
leave 2 CA and 1 DD Squadron for fire support at the objective# 


BENNET (DD 473) reports a hole in her plating and a flooded compartment 
from an unknown cause# The damage inflicted could possibly be due to a dud bomb or 
torpedo dropped by a Betty which this destroyer shot down on 1 March# No personnel 
casualties were suffered, but docking will be required# 

British Pacific Fleet arrived at MANUS on the 7th and is reported to be 
ready for immediate duty* 


CcmGenAAFPOA (Admin) 032135 (pink) discusses assignment of certain Air Force 
units in the ICEBERG Operation, 

ComGenPOA 040553 outlines assignment of Army facilities on KAUAI* 

CinCPOA Pearl 051800 (pink) reaffirms to Cominch that it is essential that 
there be no reduction in bombardment strength assigned to POA# 

CinCPOA Adv. Hq. 060150 (pink) replies to ComlVesSeaFron (Adm. Ingersoll) rela¬ 
tive to possibility of attack on U#S# West Coast. 
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6 March (Guam date)(edit'd) 

CTF 51 060500 is Sumuary No. 31 covering IWO situation as of 1200 (K) 
6 March (D plus 15) • 

CTF 51 06l0l0 is Summary No. 32 covering EVO situation as ) 

6 March (D plus 15). 



7 March (Guam date) " 

At EVO JIMA on the 7th little progress was made by any of the divisions, 
limited gains up to 500 yards were made by the 5th MarDiv on the extreme left flank 
and approximately 200 yards in the center and on the right flank. No advances were 
made by 3rd or 4th MarDivs. Casualties as of 1700 (K) 7 March: 685 officers, 13,608 
enlisted men, of which 2,681 are listed as killed in action. 

The EVO JIMA Expeditionary Force is to be reorganized effective 9 March. 

The naval forces pass to the control of Admiral Hill and the ground forces will be 
under the diredt control of Major General Schmidt, USMC. The Island Command assumes 
the designation TG 10.16 until control is passed to ComFwdArea. 

300 B-29s are scheduled to take off at 2000 K(-10) on the 9th to bomb T0KT0 
at 0330 (K) on the 10th. This strike is the largest scheduled up to the present time. 

CTF 58 26 O 63 O (pink) sets forth his suggested Task Force 58 organization 
for ICEBERG. 

CTF 58 050817 (pink) outlines sortie date from ULITHI and strike dates for 
the ICEBERG Operation. 

Cincpoa Pearl 060324 (pink) authorizes 1st MarDiv to use KAUAI facilities 
for rehabilitation and staging following the ICEBERG Operation. 

CinCBPF 061140 (pink) states that the 4th and 8th Submarine Flotillas are 
reporting for duty and requests confirmation of continued assignment to SoWesPac 
Forces. 

Arnold 061419 (pink) discusses requirements for 2 additional very heavy 
bomb wings for employment in MHAK0 JIMA. 

CTF 51 070510 is Summary No. 33 covering EYO situation as of 1200 (K) 

7 March (D plus 16). 

CTF 51 071100 is Summary No. 34 covering EVO situation as of 1800 (K) 

7 March (D plus 16). 

CTF 51 071255 (pink) discusses evacuation of 4th and 5th MarDivs and departure 
of OBBs and recommends retaining UJTERFRISE at EVO JIMA until night of 15 March. 

Cincpac at Washington 071319 (pink) directs that fuel estimates for BPF be 
bases on training and passage between ports but no combat operation during Phase I 
of ICEBERG. 

Com5thFlt 072050 (pink) approves CTF 51's despatch relative to evacuation of 
4th and 5th MarDivs subject to developments ashore, but desires earlier release of 













8 March (Guam date) 


rs 



Small but steady gains were made at IWO JIMA on the 8th. In the center of 
the line our troops are new within between 400 and 500 yards of the coast. 



P-5Is on the 8th flew their first strafing mission at IWO JIMA in support 
of the ground troops, 2 squadrons of P-51s and 1 VMTB squadron have arrived. 

I3th Bomber Command reports that a Liberator attacked an eneny CVE at 2225 I 
on the 6th at 117-48E 00-29N, (off E. coast of BORNEO in MAKASSAR STRAIT). 3 hits 
were scored resulting in an explosion. The vessel was identified visually to have 
been on course 020 at 20 knots and was dead in the water when last observed. 6 
enemy fighters were airborne in the vicinity but failed to close. 


8 squadrons of B-24s and 3 squadrons of P-38s were scheduled to attack 
ZAMBOANGA targets.in preparation for the amphibious assault scheduled for 10 March. 



14th AF planes attacked T0URANE (FRENCH IND0 CHINA) on the 5th causing con¬ 
siderable damage to planes and airfield facilities. 32 operational planes were 
still observed on the airfield, 6 other planes being destroyed. 

STERLET (SS 392) reports sinking a large tanker off TOKYO the night of the 
5th and a medium AK east of MIYAKE on the night of the 1st, 


CcmGenFMFPac 010151 (pink) discusses arrival of replacements for Marine 
Divisions to be employed in Fhase III of ICEBERG Operation. 



CTF 5& 060810 (pink) answers Cincpac's despatch relative to return of the 
CABOT and her Air Group for availability and reformation. 

Corainch 071945 (pink) discusses availability of CBs for overseas employment 
during 1945 and first part of 1946. 


ComGenFMFPac 080011 (pink) makes further reference to replacement troops 
for employment in ICEBERG. 



DepCom20thAF 080500 (pink) requests authority from Cincpac to lay acoustic 
and magnetic mines without sterilizers in the forthcoming operation at SHIMONOSEKI 
STRAITS. 




Cincpac Adv. Hq. 080533 (pink) states that he will defer action on the re¬ 
turn of the CABOT for availability until receipt of Com5thFleet 1 s recommendation. 

CTF 51 080550 is Summary No. 35 covering IWO JIMA situation as of 1200 (K) 
on the 8th (D plus 17). 

XXI BomCom 080730 (pink) outlines the operations to be conducted by the XXI 
Bomber Command in support of the ICEBERG Operation. 

Cincpac Adv. Hq. 080753 answers Cominch despatch relative to installation of 
quad 50 caliber guns on certain CVs. 

Cincpac Adv. Hq. 080903 (pink) informs Com5thFlt that 21st BomCom is prepared 
to conduct picket boat sweep in conjunction with strikes in ICEBERG if desired. 

CTF 51 081045 is Summary No. 36 covering 1570 JIMA situation as of 1800 (K) 
on the 8th (D plus 17). 

Cincpac Adv. Hq. 081445 (pink) requests information from Com5thFlt as to what 
missions he wishes BomCom 21 to carry out in connection with ICEBERG carrier SjkRiRes. 













9 March (Guam date) 


The landing at ZAMBOANGA by forces of the Southwest Pacific Area is 
scheduled for tomorrow, 10 March, 

323 B-29s took off from GUAM, TINIAN and SAIPAN at approximately 1300 (K) 
on the 9th for an attack on TOKYO, Bombing commenced at 0040 (K) on the 10th, Pre¬ 
liminary reports indicate that results achieved were excellent, 

CTF 51 020135 (pink) discusses assignment of ships assigned to his command 
in the forthcoming operations and makes recommendations for provision of additional 
escorts. 


Cincpoa Pearl 060325 concurs in Cominch modification of Category of Defense 
in the UNALASKA Sector, 

GHQ Adv MANILA 080435 summarizes results of conference at 7th Fleet Head¬ 
quarters on 26 February relative to BFF petroleum requirements at MANUS and LEYTE, 

CTF 51 030920 (pink) recommends that 5th Fleet direct ENTERPRISE to remain 
at IWO JIMA to support troops and cover ships present instead of immediate return 
to ULITHI, 

MarCorps 081942 (pink) outlines battle replacements to be assigned 5th Corps, 

ComWesSeaFron & CcmGen WDC 090015 refers to possible fast carrier raid on 
West Coast prior to pending conference in San Francisco, 

Com5thFlt 090147 answers CTF 51 recommendation that ENTERPRISE remain at 
IWO JIMA and states that due to demands of over-all situation ENTERPRISE should 
be sailed to arrive ULITHI morning of 12 March, 

Com5thFlt 090229 recommends that SHANGRI LA be sailed from PEARL to join 
Task Force 58 at earliest practicable date, 

DepCom20thAF 090555 (pink) approves BomCom XXI scheduled participation in 
support of the ICEBERG Operation, 

Cincpac Adv Hq 090748 (pink) recommends to Cominch that the 4th and 8th 
British Submarine Flotillas be assigned to 7th Fleet as of 1 April, 


10 March (Guam date) 

Most notable advances made on IWO JIMA on the 10th were carried out by the 
4th MarDiv in the north and central portions of their zone of action. They are now 
within 200 to 250 yards of the coast in their sector. The 3rd and 5th MarDivs made 
very little headway. 

Troops of the 41st Inf Div landed on ZAMBOANGA on the morning of the 10th, 
Rear Admiral Royal landed the troops in this operation* The operation was carried 
out with very little opposition being encounteres. Only slight return machine gun 
fire was reported. 
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10 March (Guam date)(Cont*d) 

ComNavGroup CHINA reports the presence of a great number of miscellaneous 
barges, ore carriers and small freighters in the vicinity of southern KOREA* Ex¬ 
tensive rail, dock and warehouse facilities in this area indicate extensive use 
of these ports for shipping from MANCHURIA and KOREA. 

KETE (SS 369 ) reports sinking 3 medium freighters on the night of the 10th 
in the RYUKYUS Area* 


The southern airfield at IWO JIMA is new reported graded for 5800 feet, with 
airfield No* 2 scheduled to be in operation around the 14th of March, provided the 
combat situation permits. 




TOKYO was hit on the night of 9-10 March by 285 B-29s from an altitude of 
from 5000 to 9000 feet* Bombing was done both visually and by radar through I/ID 
to 7/10 clouds. 2,377 tons of incendiaries were dropped on the TOKYO urban area 
resulting in the destruction of 15 square miles completely burned out. Air oppo¬ 
sition was slight and ineffective and AA varied from moderate to intense. An esti¬ 
mated 75 to 100 searchlights were reported as being observed from landfall to the 
target. 5 B-29s landed at IWO JIMA on the morning of the 10th, 1 of them going off 
the end of the rumay and the other 4 making successful landings. These 4 took off 
for the MARIANAS that afternoon. 

CTG 52,2 281036 (pink) recommends that as many CVEs as practicable should 
be made available as rotating reliefs for the CVEs now assigned for the ICEBERG 
Operation; reference is made specifically to CVEs scheduled to be RFS in the near 
future on the West Coast, (CTG 52.2 - R.Adm. Durgin). 

ComFhibsPac 050120 (pink) concurs in Admiral Durgin*s recommendation appear¬ 
ing above and requests that certain CVEs be made available for Fhase II of ICEBERG. 



Com5thFlt 080345 (pink) further concurs in recommendations outlined in the 
two foregoing despatches. 

Joint Security Control 082317 (pink) refers to deception program to be car¬ 
ried out during movement of 20th Bomber Command to the MARIANAS, 

CTF 51 091015 is Summary No. 37 covering IWO situation as of 1800 on the 
9th (D plus 18). 


Cincpoa (Wash) 091337 (pink) outlines to CinCSWPA the future scheduled em¬ 
ployment of Marine Air Wing ONE in the Pacific Ocean Areas subsequent to 1 July. 

Com5thFlt 092359 (pink) outlines the planned track of TF 58 and requests 
CcmSubPac to make an anti-picket boat sweep in advance of the proposed passage of 
the Task Force. 





CTG 51,21 100435 is Sunmary No, 38 covering IWO situation as of 1200 on the 
10th (D plus 19). 

Cincpac Adv. Hq. 100535 (pink) requests photographic coverage by CTF 58 of 
KERAMO RETTO and KEISE SHIMA about L minus 9, 

CTF 51 100900 is Summary No. 39 covering IWO situation as of 1800 on/the 
10th (D plus 19). JJ 
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II March (Guam date) 

Progress was good on D plus 20 (11 March) at IWO JIMA. We are now in con¬ 


trol of the entire coastline along the eastern coast in the zone of action of the 
4th MarDiv and along the northern coast in the 5th MarDiv zone. It is estimated 
that there are 1,000 Japs located in this extreme northern end of the island plus 
scattered elements yet to be eliminated by the 4th MarDiv* Our total casualties 
as of 1800 (K) 11 March are listed as: 17,463 of which 3.449 have been killed in 


action. 


The RANDOLPH (CV15) was hit by a Jap suicide plane while at anchor at ULITHI 
at about 2000 the night of the 11th starting fires which were reported under control 
two hours later. Known casualties are reported as 1 dead and 25 injured. A second 
suicide plane crashed on S0RLEN ISLAND at the same time, damaging certain buildings. 
Amplifying report will follcw later. 

F-51s are apparently operating successfully fran IWO JIMA. They have been 
flying close support missions and have been hitting HAHA JIMA with reported excel¬ 
lent results. 

On the night of 11-12 March 307 B-29s were airborne for an incendiary attack 
on NAGOYA. 291of these planes actually reached the target. The majority of the 
planes bombed visually and reports of damage inflicted were frcxn good to excellent. 
Moderate air opposition was encountered and AA indicated as moderate to intense. 

CTF 51 050630 recommends that Com5thFlt issue a directive to ComFwdArea to 
assume responsibility for defense and development of IWO JIMA upon completion of 
the capture and occupation phase which he estimates will be about 16 March. 

ComAirPac Admin 080211 (pink) refers to movements of Marine Air Groups and 
servicing facilities from OKINAWA to CHUSAN ARCHIPELAGO and establishment of an 
aircraft pool thereat. 

Com5thFlt 101400 (pink) outlines certain changes in his OpPlan 1-45 (ICEBERG). 

Ccm5thFlt 102320 directs CTG 51.21 (*.Adm. Hill) and CTF 94 (V.Adm. Hoover) 
to determine date mutually agreeable for transfer of responsibility for defense and 
development of IWO JIMA. 

CTG 51.21 111000 is Summary No. 41 covering IWO situation as of 1800 on 
the Uth (D plus 20). 



Com5thFlt 111216 summarizes suicide crash on RANDOLPH at ULITHI 


12 March (Guam date) 


On D plus 21 (12 March) majority of eneny resistance was centered at the ex¬ 
treme northern portion of the island in the zone of the 5th MarDiv, organized resis¬ 
tance having ceased in the 3rd and 4th MarDiv zones. Evacuation of the 4th MarDiv 
will commence 14 March. 

At ZAMBOANGA both airstrips have been captured and most of the defensive 
installations have been evacuated, the Japanese apparently having withdrawn to the 
hills. 
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12 March (Guam dateHw-nt'd) 

An amplifying report concerning the NAGOYA strike on the night of the ll-12th 
indicates that 240 B-29s dropped a total of 1430 tons of incendiaries on the urban 
afrea from an altitude of from 5 to 8000 feet. Majority of the bombing was carried 
out visually through 0/10 to 3/10 cloud cover. Photographs taken on the 12th re¬ 
veal 786 acres of the NAGOYA urban area to be destroyed. Only 1 plane was lost on 
this mission. 

CoraGenFMFPac 110205 and 110133 (pink) concern battle replacements for the 
5th Corps and also discusses rotation policy to be carried out. 

Com5thFlt 110800 outlines urgent need for additional CVEs for current and 
future operations. 

Cincpac Adv, Hq. 121502 passes the above despatch to ComAirPac for comment. 

Com5thFlt 112347 (oink) informs CinCSWPA that British carrier participation 
is cancelled for the time being and outlines schedule of operations to be carried 
out during the 1st phase of ICEBERG. 

ComGenAAFPOA 120011 (pink) recommends to Cincpoa that release of 494th Bomb 
Group from CinCSWPA control be given as 15 April. 

CTG 51.21 120215 is Summary No. 42 covering IWO situation as of 1200 on 
the 12th (D plus 21). 

CinCSWPA 120345 (pink) outlines his strike schedule in support of ICEBERG 
for period L minus 16 through L minus 7* 

Ccm5thFlt 120420 refers to employment of CABOT in first phases of ICEBERG 
to be later released when RANDOLFH rejoins the Task Force, 

Cincpoa Adv. Hq. 120426 (pink) outlines certain changes to be made by 
BcmCora 21 in support of ICEBERG Operation. 

Cincpac Adv. Hq. 120743 advises Ccm5thFlt that SHANGRI LA will not currently 
be assigned to TF 58. 

Cincpac Adv. Hq. 120752 (pink) outlines plan for covering movement of the 
4th and 5th MarDivs from IWO JIMA to the HAWAIIAN Area. 

CTG 51.21 120905 is Summary No. 43 covering IWO situation as of 1800 on 
the 12th (D plus 21). 
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13 March (Guam date) 

CTF 58 is scheduled to sortie from ULITHI tomorrow, 14 March* 

No appreciable change is reported in the situation on IWO JIMA on D plus 22 
(13 March). Our forces landed on KAMA ROCK and KANGOKU ROCK on 13 March (W of 17/0). 
No enemy forces were found but there were signs of previous occupation. Our total 
casualties as of 12 March — 13,586 of which 3,758 are listed as KIA; 20,000 eneny 
are reported to have been either buried or sealed up in caves as of this date. 

The American Flag is scheduled to be officially raised at IWO JIMA at 0930 

14 March. 

The officer in charge of the survey of CASIGURAN BAY reports raising the 
American Flag in CASIGURAN TOEVN on the 13th. All Japanese who were previously 
reported in CASIGURAN had cleared the area. 

RANDOLFH 120510 summarizes damage caused by KAMEKAZI crash. 

ComAlliedAirForces SWPA 130022 (pink) outlines schedule of fast carrier 
strikes to ComAF 5, ccmAF 13 and ComAir7thFlt and outlines operations to be carried 
out in conjunction therewith in support of ICEBERG Operation. 

Cincpac Adv. Hq. 130050 authorizes Com5thFlt to make such adjustments of 
CABOT and RANDOLPH Air Groups as he sees fit. 

CTG 51.21 130235 is Summary No. 44 covering IWO situation as of 1200 on 
the 13th (D plus 22). 

Cincpoa Adv. Hq. 130547 (pink) requests CTF 58 to obtain certain photo 
reconnaissance of THE NINGPO Area. 

CTG 51.21 (R.Adm. Hill) 130920 is Summary No. 45 covering 17/0 situation 
as of 1800 on the 13th (D plus 22). 

CCMAF 13 (LEYTE) 131200 (pink) states that he will support ICEBERG Operation 
by continuing Search Plan "J" and furnishing convoy cover from LEYTE to OKINAWA 
commencing 23 March. 

BomCom 21 131215 (pink) outlines his plan for operations in supp™*+- 

ICEBERG. 



14 March (Guam date) " 

The backbone of the eneny appears to have been broken as a result of the 
operations during 14 March (D plus 23) at IWO JIMA. Scattered pockets exist through¬ 
out the area that has been overrun by our forces and there ib still heavy eneny 
resistance at the most northern portion of the island. Many attempts were made 
by the Japs to infiltrate through our lines during the day; however, all of these 
attempts were repulsed. Our casualties as of noon 14 March were: 18, 982 of 
which 3,844 are listed as killed in action. 

TF 58 is enroute to the fueling rendezvous. Five submarines are now com¬ 
mencing an anti-picket boat sweep along the projected track of the force. 2 DDs 
are conducting a diversionary sweep along the former route that was taken by TF 58 
in its raids on TOKYO. 
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14 March (Guam date)(Coni'd) 


CTG 51.21 estimates that IWO defense and development will be turned over 
to CTF 94 (V.Adm. Hoover) on the 21st. 

No further positive results have been reported in the searches for 
Lt.Gen. M.F. Harmon. 

On the night of 13-14 March 279 B-29s dropped 2,045 tons of incendiaries 
on the OSAKA urban area. Bombing was carried at an altitude from 5,000 to 10,000 
feet. Mary large fires were observed. Enemy opposition was slight and reported 
as ineffective. AA intensity was varied. No B-29s were lost in this mission. 

This is the first mission of any considerable size that BomCom XXI has experienced 
no loss in planes or personnel. 

AAFP0A ADMIN 120325 (pink) discusses completion date of northwest VLR 
fields on GUAM* 

Com5thFlt 130544 requests information from CTF 51 (V.Adm. Turner) regard¬ 
ing who iett.ll act as S0PA during the next operation until Vice Admiral Turner's 
arrival. 


CG 20th BomCom 131204 (pink) outlines searches to be carried out by that 
command prior to ICEBERG. 

Cincpoa Adv. Hq. 131621 (pink) outlines his understanding of operations 
to be carried out by CinCSWPA in support of ICEBERG and requests confirmation of 
his understanding regarding this program. 

Cincpac PEARL 132050 (pink) advises Cominch that he has no information 
regarding arrangements for any British base in the PHILIPPINES. 

Cincpac 132051 states that SHANGRI LA will continue training replacement 
groups in PEARL until further orders are issued. 

ComGenFHFPae 132107 (pink) concerns battle replacements originally scheduled 
for GUAM to be diverted to PEARL. 

Cincpac Adv. Hq. 132234 advises Com5thFlt that SHANGRI LA will continue 
training at PEARL. 

CinCBPF 132353 (pink) discusses possible employment of Mosquitoes (twin- 
engine light bombers) for an attack in the future. 

Cincpoa Adv. Hq. 140015 (pink) advises CinCSWPA that a firm date of 15 April 
has been given as release of the 494th Bomb Group to POA control, 

Cincpoa PEARL 140047 (pink) refers to the Amy POA conference to be held by 
ComGenPOA and outlines the assumptions and plans covering this meeting. 

CTG 51.21 I 4025 O is Summary No. 46 covering EVO situation as of 1200 on 
the 14th (D plus 23). 

BomCom 21 140414 (pink) states concurrence in certain changes requested by 
Cincpoa covering air support in ICEBERG Operation. 
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14 March (Guam date)(Cont*d) 

Cincpac Adv. Hq* 140748 (pink) advises DepCom 20th AF regarding target 
priorities for scheduled 21st BomCom strike on KYUSHU. 

Cincpac Adv. Hq. 140750 (pink) outlines to Ccm5thFlt the scheduled opera¬ 
tions of BomCom 21 in support of ICEBERG. 

Cincpac Adv. Hq. 140752 (pink) informs various commands that British Task 
Force 113 will shortly be available for participation in ICEBERG and will be sub¬ 
ject to withdrawal on 7 days notice. 

BomCom 21 140800 (pink) requests information from Cincpac as to priority 
targets on KYUSHU. 

CinCBPF 141205 (pink) directs CTF 113 (V. Adm. H.B. Rawlings, R.N.) to 
direct TF 113 and TF 112 to report to Cincpac for duty in connection with operation 
ICEBERG. 



15 March (Guam date) 


Mopping up continues on IWO JIMA. The northern portion of the island still 
holds out as well as certain isolated pockets on the northeastern portion of the 
island. 

TF 58 is approaching the fueling rendezvous. 

250-300 B-29s from the 21st BomCom will take off at 1800K(-10) on the l6th 
for a scheduled night attack on KOBE. All planes will be loaded with incendiaries. 

Buckner ComGen ID 140403 refers to establishment of a Far Western Pacific 
Base Command in the BUNKHOUSE (KYUKYUS) area as soon as that area is declared se¬ 
cured. 

CTG 51.21 150225 is Summary No. 48 covering IWO situation as of 1200 on 
the 15th (D plus 24). 

ComGenAAFPOA Admin 150505 (pink) refers to fighter groups being assigned to 

20th AF. 

CTF 113 150611 (pink) states that TF 113 and TF 112 are reporting to Cincpac 
for duty and states that they will be ready to sail from MANUS by 1200 K 17 March. 

Cincpoa 150654 (pink) requests use of LEYTE anchorage for British carrier 
task force and Fleet Train while participating in the ICEBERG Operation. 

Cincpoa Adv. Hq. 150656 (pink) directs TF 113 to proceed to ULITHI to top 
off from U.S. tankers prior to participation in ICEBERG* 

Cincpoa Adv. Hq. 150658 (pink) advises Com5thFlt that unless he hears to the 
contrary he will direct TF 113 to maintain neutralization of airfields in the SAKA- 
SHIMA GUNTO in accordance with concept 5thFlt*s OpPlan 1-45. Also states that TF 113 
will assume the designation of TF 57 upon departure from ULITHI. 

Cincpoa Adv. Hq. 150740 advises ComGenPOA that he does not concur in the fur¬ 
ther assignment of responsibilities for Army Base Command administration to officers 
serving as Island Commanders and exercise unified command over all services involved. 


2572 


- Continued - 











rs 


n 


15 March (Guam date)(bunt'd) 

Cincpac Adv. Hq* 151235 advises CinCBFF that TFs 112 and 113 be prepared 
to function without shore facilities when they arrive at LEYTE and that British 
reserve carrier aircraft on shore will be authorized and established when Pacific 
Fleet carrier aircraft pool is activated* 

Fleet Admiral Nimitz and Rear Admiral Sherman returned fro - " 7 - - 1 --—*■ — 
conference with Fleet Admiral King, 



16 March (Guam date) 


Organized resistance on IWO JIMA was announced as overcome at 1800 K (-10) 
16 March (D plus 25)* It is estimated that the island will be officially turned 
over to the Island Commander about 22 March. Total casualties are reported as 
19,938 of which 4,189 are listed as killed in action. 

On the night of 16-17 March 321 B-29s made an incendiary attack on KOBE. 
Complete reports have not been received but preliminary reports indicate that sub¬ 
stantial damage was caused. Fighter opposition was reported as being exceptionally 
meager and AA described as light. Majority of the squadrons bombed by radar. 

Cincpoa Adv, Hq. 160604 (pink) advises CoraGenAAFPOA that he does not concur 
in the assignment of fighters to the 20th AF. 

Cincpac Adv. Hq. 160746 suggests reduction of 10^ of personnel in Marine 
detachments in Pacific Fleet combatant ships in order to alleviate the critical 
Marine Corps personnel situation. 

Cincpoa Adv, Hq. 160916 directs CTF 58 and CTF 93 to brief pilots riot to 
attack the Emperor’s Palace until further orders are issued. 

CTG 51.21 160920 is Summary No. 51 covering IWO situation as of 1800 on 
the 16th (D plus 25). 

CinCSWPA I6l6ll (pink) advises Cincpoa that LEYTE anchorage will be avail¬ 
able for British Carrier Task Force while participating in ICEBERG. 



17 March (Guam date) ^ U 

Mopping up operations continue on IWO JIMA. The 4th HarDiv is now reembark¬ 
ing, the 3rd MarDiv is to assume the responsibility for the 4th HarDiv's zone of 
action. 5th MarDiv is scheduled to commence re-embarking tomorrow. 

No reports from TF 58. Picket boat sweep was completed with negative results. 

TF 92 (R.Adm.McCrea) reports bombing MATSUWA on the afternoon of the 16th. 
Heavy fires were observed. Light gunfire was returned but no damage was incurred 
by our ships. 

SEACAT (SS 399) reports sinking a small AK S. of KOREA. 

SPOT (SS 413) reports sinking a medium AK and damaging another in FORMOSA 

STRAITS. 

Amplifying report gives results of the KOBE incendiary attack on the night 
of the I6th-17th as follows: 305 B-29s dropped approximately 2500 tons of incendiary 
bombs both visually and by radar from 5000 to 10000 feet. The weather was reported 
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17 March (Guam date)(wnt’d) 

as ranging from CAVU to 10/10 clouds* Numerous fires were reported as being 
observed. 3 B-29s are missing for unknown reasons. 

21st BoiaCom 170945 (pink) advises Cincpac that between 27 March and 1 April 
1500 mines will be laid in the SHBIONOSEKI STRAITS. 



IB March (Guam date) 

TF 58 attacked KYUSHU targets today, 
damage inflicted as yet* 


On the morning of 18 March elements of the 40th Inf. Div. landed on the 
southern shores of PANAY in the ILOILO area. No opposition was encountered up until 
the time of the report which was 10151. Approximately 14,000 SffPA troops are involved 
in this operation. Subsequent landings in this area are scheduled for GUIMARAS and 
NEGROS OCCIDENTAL. 

Submarine activity was brisk. SPRINGER (SS 414) reports sinking a DO just 
west of OKINAWA at 0400 on the morning of the 18th. TRIGGER (SS 237) sank an AK 
and damaged another west of AMAMI 0 SHBIA. PCMFRET (SS 391) made an attack on a 
Jap submarine off BUNGU SUIDO but failed to score a hit. Report indicates that she 
is doing an "end around" and hopes to make another attack on the same target. SPOT 
(SS 413) sank a large AK, another unkncwm type of ship and made attacks on several 
other AKs and DDs with negative results. In addition, she engaged an AM with gunfire 
reporting some damage incurred by making hits with 5-inch and several 40mm. Return 
fire inflicted damage on the SPOT to the extent that both radars and #2 periscope 


were hit. 


On the night of the 18th-19th 294 B-29s bombed NAGOYA with incendiaries. 
Preliminary reports indicate that results were good. Majority of squadrons report 
a general conflagration in the area. VF opposition was reported as being slight and 
AA light to moderate. No report on losses has as yet been received. 

Cominch 171343 (pink) directs Cincpoa to formulate a plan for detection and 
interception of a possible Japanese carrier raid on the west coast of the United 
States. 

Cincpac Adv. Hq. 180810 informs certain commands that the LEYTE-SAMAR Naval 
Base is expected to replace ULITHI as an advanced base prior to the advent of the 
typhoon season at ULITHI and requests concurrence of CINCSWPA to utilize anchorages 
and facilities in that area. 

Cincpoa Adv. Hq. 181322 (pink) outlines the scheduled operations to be car¬ 
ried out by the British Pacific Fleet during the ICEBERG Operation and sets forth 
the units which will participate therein. 















19th March (Guam date) 

Com5thFlt reports that the FRANKLIN (CV 13) was hit on the morning of the 
19th by a suicide plane carrying a bomb. Incomplete reports indicate that bad fires 
were started. The FRANKLIN is now in tow by the PITTSBURG (CA 72) on a southerly 
course. Evidently this carrier was hit while south of SHIKOKU, Com5thFleet has re¬ 
quested fleet tugs to take the FRANKLIN in tow. 

No reports have been received on the KIUSHU strikes other than that the re¬ 
sults were "good". 

In the Southwest Pacific Area reports indicate that all unloading has been 
completed at PANAI and that re-supply echelons are underway. Landings on GUIMARAS 
ISLANDS are planned for the night of the 19th, 

A report has been received from ComNavGroupCHINA stating that on the 17th 
Allied planes damaged a large Japanese naval air transport plane forcing it to crash 
land near HAIMEN, Report indicates that an admiral and 32 other passengers were 
aboard the plane, 8 passengers were shot, 4 captured and 21 burned, 

Cincpac Adv, Hq, 191235 states that TF 53 attacked KIUSHU on the 18th and 
KOBE-KUHE on the 19th and further states that FRANKLIN (CV 13) had been hit, 

Cincpac 191330 (pink) sets forth the estimated ultimate requirements of VPB 
squadrons for anti-submarine warfare tasks in the forward area, 

Cincpac Adv, Hq. 191332 concerns employment of search aircraft staging through 
1170 JBiA, 

20 March (Guam date) (£**•♦*-** 

• 

Ccm5thFlt submitted preliminary report on strike results for 18-19 March. 
Despatch was sent to a search plane and relayed to Cincpac by base. Report follows: 
Enemy aircraft destroyed - 200 in the air, 275 on the ground; Probably damaged or 
destroyed - 100 first day, large number second day. Large number of hangars, shops 
and other installations destroyed at many airfields. Oil storage tanks were hit at 
K0N0YE and KURE Air Depots and at KURE Naval Base, Ships damaged: 6 small freighters 
sunk, 7 damaged, 18 combatant vessels damaged, including: 1 XCV, 1 or 2 BB, 2 or 3 
CV, 2 CVL or CVE, 2 CVE, 1 CA, 1 CL, 4 DD, 1 SS and 1 DE. Own casualties: 3 aircraft 
losses; FRANKLIN damaged but now making 15 knots; 4 other CV damaged, but none seri¬ 
ously - all are fully operational. 

Intelligence report states one ATAGO Class and one NACHI Class cruiser left 
SINGAPORE at noon of the 18th, followed four hours later by a destroyer, 

BALAO (SS 285) sank two transports and a possible escort at 33N 122E on the 
19th, and destroyed 4 junks later in the day, 

DEVILFISH (SS 292) was bombed by Zeke and can submerge only to 90 feet, 
210000Z position 25-38 N, 137-30 E proceeding at 15 knots with FB4I air cover via 
GULLET and SMOKESTACK to SAIPAN. 

Total casualties in ET0 operation reported as 20,454, broken dcwm as follcwrs: 
KIA - 4,421; WIA - 15,647; MIA - 386, Total estimated enemy dead - 21,184} 202 FOWs 
of which 134 are Japs and 68 Koreans, This report as of 1700(K) 20 March, 
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20 March (Guam date)(Cont’d) 


On the night of the 18-19th 289 B-29s dropped 1,833 tons on the NAGOYA urban 
area from 4,500-8,000 feet. Photos taken on the 19th, part i ally smoke obscured, 3hcw 
,65 square miles destroyed, making a total of 2,8 square miles of NAGOYA destroyed, 

30 enemy aircraft were sighted and 14 made attacks, AA was more intense than in pre¬ 
vious mission, 1 B-29 ditched 80 miles NW of IWO JBLA, 10 survivors were rescued by 
the GATLING (DD 671), 

Cominch & CNO 192017 authorizes Cincpoa to issue a directive to reduce Marine 
detachments in combatant ships by 10JS, 

CinCBFF 200740 (pink) outlines his position in regard to BPF base in the 
forward area. 


Cincpac Adv, Hq, 200847 (pink) sets forth the search plan to be placed in 
effect 1 April to provide air search and anti-submarine patrols along shipping lanes 
between ENT.VETOK, the MARIANAS and Western CAROLINES, 


Cincpoa Adv, Hq, 200851 (pink) modifies the garrison air force to be employed 
in MIYAKO JBIA (Marine units to be employed instead of Amy), 


Cincpac Adv, Hq, 201340 (pink) advises ComAirPac that fast carriers such as 
SHANGRI-LA and RANGER are to be ready for emergency combat employment. 


CTU 50,5,3 201730 relays the message from Ccm5thFlt relative to results of 
strike on Empire targets ty TF 58 on March 18th and 19th, 


21 March (Guam date) 



_y 


In a second air attack on the late afternoon of the 20th the ENTERPRISE (CV6), 
which had been hit earlier in attacks on the 18th, was again hit. She and the WASP 
(CV 18) have been ordered to ULTIHI for repairs. 


Also ordered to ULITHI for onward renting to FEARL are the FRANKLIN (CV 13) 
and SANTA FE, HALSEY POW ELL (DD 686) was also hit and slowed to 10 knots due to 
steering gear damage. The Japs launched a torpedo plane attack the night of the 20th, 
but no damage was reported. Several planes were shot down by AA fire and night fight¬ 
ers. 


CcmAF 20 192042 outlines bombing policy of the 20th AF with specific regard 
to bombing the Emperor’s Palace, 

Cincpac Adv, Hq, 200230 advises ComSoPac that CcmGen 81st Division can carry 
out such training as is desired by him but that the troop division must be ready for 
departure on 7 days notice, 

Cincpoa Pearl 202153 (pink) outlines the urgency for increased hospital facili¬ 
ties in the MARIANAS for Amy forces in future operations and suggests that establish¬ 
ment of a 5,000 bed hospital at TINIAN is the most desirable arrangement, 

Cincpoa Adv. Hq, 202325 (pink) advises MacArthur that in order to properly 
plan deployment of POA divisions Cincpoa requests what facilities will be available 
in the PHILIPPINES for POA ground forces and that if complete cancellation of the sup¬ 
port by SSVPA is contemplated, advises that SoPac service troops must be returned to 
support POA forces. 
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21 March (Guam date)(Cv_.c'd) 


r> 


21st BociCom 202332 (pink) advises that no additional reconnaissance of 
TSUSHIMA STRAITS has been accomplished as requested by Cincpoa, pointing out that 
any reconnaissance of TSUSHIMA STRAITS will detract from 21st BamCcm's primary attacks 
against KYUSHU and the mining of SHIMONOSEKI STRAITS, 

Com5thFlt 210030 summarizes preliminary damage to surface ships during the 
period 18 thru 20 March. 


Cincpoa Adv, Hq. 211358 (pink) states that he does not desire to detract from 
either the mining program or the attacks against KYUSHU in order to accomplish recon¬ 
naissance of TSUSHIMA STRAITS. 


Cincpoa Adv. Hq. 210014 (pink) modifies his OpPlan 
outlining support by SWPA, BomCom 20 and BomCcm 21. 


14-44 for Operation ICEBERG, 


22 March (Guam date) 



TF 58 has now been reorganized. Of the 5 damaged carriers, the INTREPID and 
the YORKTOTN are to remain with the force and the other CVs, FRANKLIN, ENTERPRISE and 
WASP are organized as TG 58.2 and will proceed to ULITHI along with the SANTA FE and 
DesRon 52. On arrival at ULITHI the FRANKLIN and SANTA FE are scheduled to return to 
PEARL; ENTERPRISE and WASP to be repaired at ULITHI, possibly one at GUAM, and rejoin 
TF 58 when they are again fit for service. 


TF 58 , which near comprises 3 groups, is scheduled to strike OKINAWA tomorrow. 

6 PB4Y-2s hit WAKE on the 20th with 14 tons of bombs. Returning pilots report¬ 
ed that runways at WAKE are criss-crossed with dragon’s teeth. 

FORMOSA was hit by 40 B-24s of the 5th AF on the 20th. No interception by 
enemy fighters was encountered, although a reported 25 aircraft were observed airborne 
in 3 different localities, they made no aggressive move whatsoever. 

SEALION (SS 315) sank an unescorted tanker off the MALAY Coast on the 17th. 

BALAO (SS 285) reports 2 possible hits in unidentified ships of a YELLOW SEA 

convoy. 


The British task force (TF 113) is scheduled to sortie from ULITHI tomorrow 
morning. After sortie, this task force will assume the designation Task Force 57* 

CTF 58 210903 sets forth the reorganized composition of Task Force 58 effective 
21 March. 

Cincpac Adv. Hq. 220850 directs ComMarGils to cease striking enemy airfields 
in the MARSHALLS. 

Cincpoa Adv. Hq. 220853 (pink) requests 20th AF to obtain photographs of the 
SHANTUNG PENINSULA. 

DepCcm 20th AF 222318 (pink) quotes message received from ComGen 20th AF rela¬ 
tive to exchange of fighter groups for employment as Vlit escorts. 


Cincpac Adv. Hq. 222331 (pink) recommends to Cominch that he endeavor to ex¬ 
tend the loan of 4 British CVEs from April until 1 July in view of N curpent urgent re¬ 
quirements for these ships. 
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23 March (Guam date) 


1 



An amplifying report from Com5thFlt gives final scores on enemy aircraft de¬ 
stroyed 18-21 March (2-day attack on Empire and the 2 subsequent days): 



Destroyed in the Air 

Over the target ..... 

By CAP. 

By AA fire .. 

Total destroyed in the air ..... 

Destroyed on Ground .. 

Total destroyed ..... 

Probably destroyed or damaged ... 


168 

84 






m 


Grand Total Destroyed or Damg'd. 731 


O 


This represents an increase of 81 planes shot down and 75 planes probably destroyed 
or damaged over the earlier report* 

CTF 58 reports that photographic evidence reveals the following damage to 
air installations during the KYUSHU attacks: 


Nittagahara ) 

Kagoshima ) - 3/4 to totally destroyed 
Miyazaki ) 

Oita ) 

Saeld. - some damage by strafing and rocketing. 


Kanoya - 1/2 destroyed 
“ V3 destroyed 


WASP (CV 18) reports damage received on the morning of 19 March. A Judy 
dove on her out of the overcast from ahead and released a bomb which struck amidships 
and detonated while passing through the second deck, causing extensive damage on the 
2nd, 3rd and 4th decks. Number 4 fireroom, galley, laundry, berthing facilities for 
400 men, firemains amidships, and number 3 elevator are all out of commission. 102 
men were killed and 200 injured. Fires were extinguished rapidly and flooding con¬ 
trolled. Normal f li^it operations were resumed within an hour. 



In the early morning of 23 March, the HAGGARD (DD 555) rammed and sank a 
Japanese submarine at 22-57 N 132-19 E. The ship sustained considerable damage to 
her stem from ramming and to her electrical and electronic equipment from underwater 
explosions when the submarine sank. HAGGARD is now enroute ULITHI with UHI2IANN (DD6872 




At IWO JIMA unloading and re-embarkation of troops has been slowed by bad 
weather. ZULU (ATF 95) broached while attempting to salvage the LST 727* 

Extensive ice flows encountered forced DesRon 57 to abandon bombardment of 
SURIBACHI. 

Cincpoa Adv. Hq. 230538 (pink) advises Com5thFlt that the battleships of TF 57 
may bombard ISHIGAKE as an alternative to MIYAK0 on 27 or 28 March. 

Cincpac Adv. Hq, 230620 (pink) concerns escorts for support shipping for 
LEGUMINOUS. 

Cincpoa Adv. Hq. 230841 (pink) covers the probable reduction in Army Service 
Units due to the fact that Mar ine squadrons will be employed in MIYAKO instead of the 
original employment of Amy units. 
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23 March (Guam date)U.nt'd) 

MacArthur 230900 states his concurrence in making anchorages and facilities 
available at IEYTE for POA forces* 

Cincpoa Adv. Hq* 231201 (pink) advises Caninch that he still adheres to his 
views previously expressed relative to operational control of fighters by 20th AF, 

Cincpoa Adv, Hq* 231952 advises CinCSWPA that it is Cincpoa 1 s intention to 
terminate logistic support of the North SOLOMONS on 30 April unless otherwise re¬ 
quested. 


Fleet Admiral Niraitz is scheduled to visit 17/0 JBIA tomorrow, 

24 March (Guam date) 

Bad weath er h am pered operations of TF 58 on the 23rd* Towns, airfields and 
installations in KERAMA RETTO and on OKINAWA, AMAMI and MIN AMI were bombed, rocketed 
and strafed with a loss of 2 of our VF* 3 Jap planes were destroyed, TG 58.1 on a 
shipping strike damaged 2 small cargo ships and 2 escorts west of OKINAWA, sank a 
cargo ship, 1 s m a l l craft and damaged 1 large, 1 small cargo ship, 1 DE and many 
small craft. 

Detailed damage reports to CVs: YORK TOWN was hit on signal bridge by a 600 
pound bomb which detonated outside the ship at second deck level, tore a 15 foot square 
hole in the side, and generally perforated the ship's side fran flight deck to water 
line. 4 dead, 18 injured. Operating ability not impaired. INTREPID had only minor 
damage when a twin-engine plane was shot down close aboard. 1 killed, 13 injured. 

WASP damage reported yesterday. ENTERHtlSE first hit on morning of 18th by a plane 
(probably Judy) with a 600 pound bomb on her forward elevator. Low order detonation 
caused minor damage and some casualties (number not stated). Second hit put out her 
main radio, voice circuits, sky forward, main CIC, and primary flight control station. 
There were many fires on deck. Cause of damage and casualties not stated. FRANKLIN'S 
report is quoted in full: 

"AT 0708/19 MARCH FRANKLIN HIT BY AT LEAST 2 FROBABLY 3 BOMBS. WHILE LAUNCHING 
DECK ATTACK LOAD BCMBS AND TIM LOADED PLANES X 36 VF 9 VB AIRBORNE INCLUDING 
AIR GROUP CCUDR X NEAR MISS PORT QUARTER AT 15001(-9) X PRELIMINARY DAMAGE 
ESTIMATE FLIGHT DECK AND GALLERY DECK COIPLETELY WRECKED AND TORN APART BY 
EXPLOSIONS AND GUTTED BY FIRE X ALL ELEVATORS WRECKED X HANGAR DECK COM¬ 
PLETELY GUTTED WARPED AND LARGE HOLE FRAME 170 DOM TO 4TH DECK X DAMAGE 
REPORT X 2ND DECK AFT OF FRAME 18 BURNED OUT X 3RD DECK AFT OF FRAME 80 
DAMAGED BY EXPLOSIONS BY FIRE AND FLOODING X AFTER TWIN 5 INCH MOUNT X 
READY MAGAZINES EXPLODED X ALL MAGAZINES PROBABLY FLOODED AND EXTENSIVE 
FIRE DAMAGE IN ISLAND X COLLATERAL WIRE AND EXPLOSIONS DAMAGE THRUOUT SHIP X 
TOP MAST DOTN X ABOUT 1500 PERSONNEL TRANSFERRED OR PICKED UP BY OTHER 
SHIPS X ABOUT 250 MEN 5 OFFICERS ON BOARD X ESTIMATE 1200 KILLED MISSING 
OR UNACCOUNTED FOR X CAPTAIN A J ISBELL USN PASSENGER KILLED X FIRES OUT 
STEERING CONTROL REGAINED X LIST UNDER CONTROL X STEAMING AT 13 KNOTS WITH 
4 BOILERS AND ON 2 ENGINES X DOWN BY THE TAIL BUT CHINS UP" 

On the 24th a total of 260 planes took part in attacks throughout the PHILIP¬ 
PINES (north and central LUZON areas) dropping approximately 100 tons of bombs cn 
various targets. 

Fhotographs of IE SHIMA taken on the 22nd show that all runways and taxiways 
on the island were trenched and blasted to prevent use. 
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24 March (Guam date)( nt'd) 

Photographs taken by 21st Bomber Command of NAGOYA on the 24th show an ad¬ 
ditional unreported burned out section in this area which makes a total of roughly 
6 square miles of NAGOYA completely destroyed. 

On the night 24th-25th 230 effective B-29s made a strike on the Mitsubishi 
Engine Works at NAGOYA. The attack was carried out at between 6,000 and 8,000 feet 
and results were reported as being generally excellent* Majority of planes bombed 
the target by radar. 

Cominch 211 4 4? refers to release of British CVSs currently on loan to P0A. 

ANFB 231304 outlines the world-wide tanker shortage and further states that 
everything possible is being done to augment deliveries presently programmed to FOA. 

Cincpoa Adv. Hq. 241138 concurs in 20th Bomber Command's plan to mine the 
SAIGON, SHANGHAI, CAPE ST JACQUES, SINGAPORE and CAMRANH BAY areas prior to 1 April. 

Cominch & CNO 241802 (pink) directs that the subject of the return of the 
British CVSs be held in abeyance until further instructions* 

Fleet Admiral Nimitz and Vice Admiral McMorris together with staff members 
visited 1570 JIMA. 


25 March (Guam date) 

In the ICEBERG Operation conditions are reported favorable for initial land¬ 
ings in the KERAMA RETTO by the 77th InfDiv, scheduled to commerce on 26 March (L-6). 
Hydrographic missions have been completed and surf conditions on all beaches in the 
island chain are reported as good and are expected to remain favorable throughout L-6; 
highest surf noted was two feet. UDT reconnaissance indicates seme beaches not suit¬ 
able for LCVPs, but LVTs will be able to go over or through all offshore reefs. Sched¬ 
uled minesweeping completed with negative results, except for 5 drifters sunk. Aerial 
reconnaissance and photo interpretation indicate no increase over estimated opposition 
(1,500-2,000 enemy in KERAMA RETTO); heaviest opposition being anticipated on T0KA- 
SHIKI SHIMA. Fire support missions, encountering only light opposition from beaches, 
effected substantial destruction of villages behind landing beaches. 

Some units of TF 52 (R.AdnuBlandy) were detected during the approach to the 
objective on the night of the 24th/25th and were attacked by enemy planes. Only dam¬ 
age reported was to ADAMS (DM27) which resulted from premature burst from 5-inch mount 
aft; 2 killed and 5 wounded. 

On the 24th, planes from TG 58.1 destroyed an enemy convoy of 3 large AKs, 2 
DDs and 3 other escorts 150 miles NW of OKINAWA with a loss of 3 VTB. 

Capture a nd occupation phase has been completed at IWO and command transferred 
to CTF 94* Codnand organization at IWO is as follows: IsCom, Maj.Gen. Chaney,USMC; 

Air Defense Commander, Brig.Gen. Moore, AC, USA; SOPA (until departure about 23 March), 
R.Adm. Hill (CTG 51.21). 

In the Southwest Pacific, the Americal Division (less 1 RCT) is scheduled to 
begin landing on CEBU ISLAND on the 26th. The operation will be conducted in 3 phases: 
(1) Seizure and occupation of CEBU City-MACTAN IS. area; (2) Seizure of facilities and 
town of TAGBILARAN on BOHOL IS.; and (3) Seizure of town and airfield of DUMAQUETE on 
NEGROS ORIENTAL. 14,512 troops are involved in this operation with 2 RCT in reserve. 
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25 March (Guam date) (vent'd) 

An amplifying report of the B-29 strike on NAGOYA on the night of 24/25 
March states that 221 B-29s dropped 1635 tons on the Mitsubishi Engine Factory from 
5,800 to 9,800 feet. Air opposition was nil to moderate and ineffective; AA accurate, 
varying in caliber and intensity, 5 B-29s are missing, 3 believed lost over the tar¬ 
get and the reason for loss of the others unknown. Total burned out area is 5,0 sq, 
mi,, which represents about 11.6$ of the total city area, 

Cincpoa Pearl 202156 cavers critical shortage of construction troops for de¬ 
ployment in P0A and suggests that all using agencies contribute labor from general 
service troops and other personnel available, 

Cominch & CN0 231302 (pink) directs Com7thFlt not to make commitments for 
British submarine bases in the PHILIPPINES. 


Cincpoa Pearl 242243 makes recommendations to Com7thFlt relative to establish¬ 
ment of aviation facilities and aircraft pools at SAMAR and CEBU. 


Cincpoa Adv.Hq. 250331 recommends to Cominch that aircraft and personnel of 
PacFlt Flag Transport Unit be made a separate aquadron in NatsPac under administrative 
control of ComNatsPac and operational control of Cincpac, 

Cincpoa Adv.Hq, 250429 states that employment of Privateer Squadron, tempor¬ 
arily deployed in MarGils, should be such as to maintain its combat readiness for 
forward movement, and that it should be used primarily for search rather than attack 
on enemy shore positions. 


Cincpoa Adv.Hq, 250608 (pink) requests ComGenPOA to advise what portion of 
the 98th InfDiv can be made available for designation as Area Reserve for ICEBERG, 

Cincpac 250730 (pink) concerns availability of shipping for movement of ad¬ 
vance base components from rear to forward bases. 



26 March (Guam date) 


The initial step in the ICEBERG Operation appears to be proceeding satisfactorily, 
Air attacks and naval gunfire bombardment were carried out prior to the landings on 
YAKABI, AKA, GERUMO, HOKAJI and ZAMAMI SHIMA in the KERAMA RETTO. Opposition was re¬ 
ported as being either nil or light and HOKAJI and GERUMD were reported as being se¬ 
cured by noon of the 26th. During these operations 71 Japs were reported killed plus 
5 POWs plus 200 civilians also taken prisoner. The schedule for tomorrow includes 
landings on KUBA, AMURO and TAKASHIKI. 

Minesweeping continues as scheduled resulting in 18 mines being swept, most of 
them off western OKINAWA beaches. 

TGs 58,3 (RAdm F.C.Sherman) and 58.4 (RAdm A.W.Radford) are scheduled to hit 
objective area today and tomorrow while TG 51,1 (RAdm Clark) effects fueling. 

In the OKINAWA area an air attack was carried out by the Japs resulting in a 
hit by a suicide plane on KIMBERLY (DD 521). Considerable structural damage was in¬ 
flicted, 3 were killed on the ship and 30 wounded. Second suicide plane hit the 
GILMER (APD11) causing only superficial damage resulting in 1 killed and 2 wounded, 

2 other suicide crashes missed their targets. In addition 2 planes were shot dc*vn by 
AA and 1 by CAP. 
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26 March (Guam date) (l-- it’d) 

H ALU GAN (DD 584) reports that she was torpedoed and badly damaged. Further 
reports have not been received as to extent of damage or loss of personnel. 

WICHITA (CA45) and TERROR (CM 5) report submarine attacks off the western beaches. 

Reports from IWO JIMA indicate that on 25 March a banzai attack was carried out 
by an unstated number of Japanese resulting in IDO enemy being killed. On the night 
of the 25th 8 bogies approached 17/0 from the north and were met by our VFN approxi¬ 
mately 40 miles out. 2 Betty’s were shot down plus 1 other possible being shot down. 
None of the planes approached closer than 40 miles. 

Two Wings of the 21st BornCam (73rd and 314th) are scheduled to take off tomorrow 
for attacks on KYUSHU in support of ICEBERG. Approximately 200 aircraft are sched¬ 
uled to participate. 

Also tomorrow, 105 aircraft of the 313th Wing are scheduled to commence mining 
operations in the SHIMONOSEKI STRAITS. This Wing is scheduled to be engaged in full 
time mining missions from the 27th of March through 1 May, 

Cominch & CNO 231300 (Nimitz only)(pink) covers facilities to be installed by 
British PacFlt at MANUS and possibly BRUNEI BAY, 

Com7thFlt 240305 reports that U,S, Naval Bases at MANILA and SUBIC BAY have been 
established as of 23 March, 

Cominch & CNO 241655 (King to Nimitz)(Pink) requests feasibility of establishing 
line of sea ccmraunications to the SEA of JAPAN throu^i TSUSHIMA STRAIT, 

CNO 241840 outlines availability of CBMUs to Com7thFlt, 

War Dept (Somervell) 250117 concerns shipping allocations to the SWPA during the 
month of April. 

Cincpoa Pearl 250345 (pink) advises CinCS'/PA that certain materials listed for 
rehabilitation camps in the PHILIPPINES are not now available for shipment to SciWesPac, 

Com7thFlt 250756 outlines location and proposed employment of CB units in SVPA. 

Cincpoa Adv.Hq, 251050 requests Cominch approval of the withdrawal of U,S, Army 
garrison force presently stationed on FANNING ISLAND, 

CTF 52 251347 (pink) outlines operations at OKINAWA on the 24th. 

CTF 58 252155 outlines to CTF 51 (VAdm Turner) his Droposed plan for protection 
of TF 51. 

Cincpoa Pearl 252314 states that a survey of the construction program in the MARI¬ 
ANAS is to be carried out and names the officers to be engaged in this survey. 


area. 


Cincpoa Pearl 260145 Discusses evacuation requirements at Oahu and the forcrard 

► 

CTG 51.1 (RAdm Kiland) 260152 (pink) covers landings made on KERAMA RETTO on 26th, 


Cincpoa Adv. Hq. 260514 advises CinCSWPA that it is unfeasible to reclassify cer¬ 
tain area as a blind bombing zone. 
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26 March (Guam date)(Cont*d) 


Cincpac Adv. Hq. 260625 announces to CaraYthFlt present acute need for de¬ 
stroyers and requests advice as to when RADFORD (DD 446) will be ready to proceed 
to navy yard, 

CTF 52 (R.Adm. Blandy) 261402 summarizes activities on 26 March, 

27 March (Guam date) 

On the morning of 27 March successful landings were made on TOKASHIKI, KUBA 
and AMURO in the KERAMA RETTO. KUBA and AMURO were reported as being secured by 
1800, making a total of 5 islands now completely secured by the 77th InfDiv, Our 
troops were subjected to mortar fire and counter attacks on ZUMAMI and AKA, 

No report has been received from either TF 58 or TF 57, TG 58,1 is scheduled 
to be at the objective on the 28th while TGs 58.3 and 58.4 carry out fueling. TF 57 
is scheduled to bombard either HIYAKO JIMA or ISHIGAKI JIMA tomorrow. 

CTF 52 reports air attack on the night of 26/27th by about 15 planes, of 
which 12 were destroyed, 3 by AA, 2 by CAP, 1 by PBM group, 6 suicides. Damage to 
our forces is summarized as follows: 

NEVADA (BB 36) - Turret #3 out and planes destroyed. 

BILOXI (CL 80) ) 

PORTERFIELD (DD 682) ) 

DORSET (DMS 1) ) - Damaged but operable. 

FOREMAN (DE 633) ) 

SKIRMISH (AM 303) ) 

OBRIEN (DD 725) - Extensive superstructure damage but operable. 
Casualties - 40 KIA, 3 MIA, 98 WIA. 

HALLIGAN (DD 584), which was reported torpedoed yesterday, is now believed 
to have blown up as a result of a mine, with 75 enlisted survivors of which 14 were 
injured. 



Minesweeping continuing; many mines found off demonstration and preferred 
beaches. Slow progress here has postponed UDT operations. Bombardment proceeding as 
scheduled except off NAHA, where mines prevent close approach of fire support ships. 

4 or 5 submarine pens claimed destroyed and two midgets damaged. CALLAGHAN 
(DD 792) sank one midget. 

Several suicide boats were captured in the KERAMA RETTO. Boats reported as 
20 feet long, 8 feet wide, containing mine or bomb and 1 man crew. 

B-29s from the 21st BomCom are scheduled to strike targets in KYUSHU today. 
Targets selected are TACHIARAI, OITA and OMURA. In addition planes from the 21st 
BomCom are scheduled to mine SHIHONOSEKI STRAITS on the night of the 27th/28th. 

Cincpoa Adv. Hq. 270450 (pink) outlines concurrence in complement of VMF and 
VMFB shore based squadrons and sets forth forward deployment of Marine squadrons, 

Cincpoa Adv* Hq. 271105 covers results of 21st BomCom strike on KYUSHU. 
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27 March (Guam date)( nt f d) 

Com5thFlt 271141 outlines to CTF 58 his desire to create the impression that a 
carrier attack is being carried out against KYUSHU and outlines a plan of action to 
effect this. 

Cincpoa Adv. Hq. 271208 advises various units that IsCom IWO has been incor¬ 
porated into the forward area as of today. 

Cincpoa Adv. Hq. 271213 (pink) requests Cincpoa Pearl Hq. to make a logistic 
study of an operation to capture TOKUNO JIMA. 

Cincpac Adv. Hq. 27 1 214 (pink) advises CaraWesSeaFron of provision in Cincpac's 
OpPlan 2-45 which calls for the assignment of all fast carriers to the Mid-Pacific 
Striking Force. 


Cincpac Adv. Hq* 271215 (pink) sets forth Cincpac’s OpPlan 2—45 covering 
the FIREBREAK Operation. 


Cincpac Adv. Hq. 271220 recommends 
new Fleet Air Wing in the Pacific Fleet as 
squadrons to Fleet Air Wing ONE which will 
thereof, and to assign to the new wing the 
CAROLINES and MARSHALL. 


28 March (Guam date) 


to Cominch that there be established a 
of 1 June. Cincpac proposes to assign 
operate in the RYUKYUS and to the westward 
appropriate units operating in the MARIANAS, 



In the KERAMA RETTO the island of TOKASHIKA was reported secured on the 
morning of 27 March. Sporadic fighting continued on AKA and ZAMAMI. Reconnaissance 
units landed on AWARE ISLAND found it uninhabited. 

During the night of 28/29 march a reconnaissance battalion is scheduled to 
land on MAE SHIMA and KURO SHIMA. 


The seaplane base in the KERAMA RETTO area is announced as having been es¬ 
tablished. 


Minesweeping operations are still being carried out. SKYLARK (AM 63) struck 
a mine and sank off western OKINAWA beaches. 11 officers and 90 men are reported as 
being survivors. 

TOMAN (DM 28) on patrol off NAGO WAN engaged 8 eneny IfTBs on the night of 
27—28 March. 2 were definitely sunk and 4 possibly sunk with no damage having been 
suffered by the TOMAN. 


In an air attack on the night of 27-28 March H.A. WILEY (DM 29) and ADAMS 
(DM 27) each shot down 2 planes. The ADAMS suffered slight damage from this attack. 

THRESHER (SS 200) bombarded docks on BATAN ISLAND in LUZON STRAIT and PIRANHA 
(SS 389) bombarded PRATAS REEF. 

In the NANSEI SHOTO from 25 to 27 March TGs 58.1, 58.3 and 58.4, in attacks 
from TANEGA SHIMA to MIYAKO SHIMA, shot down 13 planes, destroyed 13 on the ground, 
and inflicted the following damage on shipping: 1 midget submarine destroyed, 1 midget 
sub heavily damaged, 3 DD or DE damaged by rockets and strafing (attacks continuing), 

1 AK beached and burning, 4 AK damaged, 8-10 luggers burned; others boobed and strafed 
with good results. Many small craft damaged or wrecked. 
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28 March (Guam date)^ .xit'd) 

Our plane losses were 6 VF. At least 1 pilot was rescued. On the morning of 
the 27th, the MURRAY (DD 576) was slightly damaged by enemy air attack, with 5 guns 
out. In this attack 7 Jap planes were shot down, 5 by CAP and 2 by ships gunfire 
(included in above total). 

On the ground attacks were controlled by CSA on most of the islands in the 
chain: suo pens and insta ll N ations at UNTEN HARBOR were heavily hit j barracks, ware¬ 
houses, and factories were burned, gun positions, trucks, camouflaged tanks, and 
landing barges were attacked. 

On 26/27 March TF 57 flew 574 sorties against MIYAKO and ISHIGAKI JIMAS, 
with all airfields thoroughly bombed and strafed, and 2© plus planes "shot up", some 
perhaps previously damaged. Only 1 Jap plane was airborne, and this was shot up. 

Several coastal AKs were hit and 1 blew up. Buildings and 1 town were fired. 

Losses were 6 aircraft to AA, and 11 to other causes. Killed and missing from 
all causes were 5 pilots and 4 aircrewmen. 

TF 57 was sighted during the forenoon of the 26th and again by night (26/27), 
but was not attacked. 

Amplification report of raining in SHIMONOSEKI STRAITS states that on the 
night of 27/28th 102 B—29s were airborne with 888 minesj 97 planes dropped 817 mines 
in the assigned areas, and 6(?) planes jettisoned their mines. 70 enemy planes were 
sighted, but only 7 unaggressive attacks were made: 1 enemy plane was destroyed. 3 
B-29s are missing from unknown causes. "It is estimated as a result of this mining 
that minefield in western approaches of SHIM0N0SEKI STRAITS will close straits to 
traffic of all major ships for a period of 2 weeks or longer." 

Cincpoa Adv. Hq. 280107 authorizes British Pacific Fleet Air Transport Ser¬ 
vice to operate to the TACLOBAN area through PELELIU. 

CINCSWPA 280109 states that in forthcoming operations initial assault in 
small type landing craft is advisable in view of beach conditions at objectives. 

He requests assignment of 1 AGC, 3 APA and 2 AKA to 7th Fit until about 1 August. 

CTF 58 280307 outlines his plan to locate and strike the Japanese Fleet re¬ 
ported departing from INLAND SEA. 

CTF 57 280503 outlines operations carried out against MIYAKO and ISHIGAKI on 
26 and 27 March. 

Cincpoa Adv. Hq. 280649 requests authority from Cominch to assign 2 PB4Y squad¬ 
rons on a temporary basis to 7th Fit as relief for 2 PV squadrons currently employed 
thereat. 

Cincpac Adv. Hq. 280904 concerns release of certain ships to Com7thFlt. 

Cincpoa Adv. Hq. 280905 directs ComSoPac to maintain token occupation of 
NAUSORI Airfield. 

CTF 52 281512 outlines summary of operations as of evening of 28 March. 

Cincpoa Adv. Hq. 282310 directs ComAir IWO to report to CTF 93 for additional 
duty in connection with offensive operations and directs ComAir IWO to assign fighters 
to operational control of CTF 93 or DepCoraPOthAF. Also directs transfer of VMBM2 
from' TF 93 to TF 94. ^ J 0 ' 
















29 March (Guam date. 

No reports from TF 58 have been received but it is believed that the force 
is retiring from Empire waters for replenishment prior to L-Day strikes. 

The shore-to-shore movements in the PHILIPPINES Area are being carried out. 
From PANAY a landing has been made on NEGROS and from CEBU a landing was made on 
MACTAN ISLAND. 

A B-29 from the 21st Bomber Command reports 1 BB, 4 CA and 6 DD in the west¬ 
ern portion of the INLAND SEA. 

TENCH (SS 417) reports sinking two trawlers by gunfire on the 28th east of 

KYUSHU. 

TIRANTE (SS 420) reports sinking 2 small AK*s, 1 each on the 25th and 28th 
west of KYUSHU. 

SEADOG (SS 401) reports a hit in 1 of a group of DE off east coast of HONSHU. 

BLU2GILL (SS 242) reports a hit in a large AP off CAPE VARELLA on the 28th. 

IWO JIMA based P-51s are attacking HAHA JIMA and CHICHI JIMA daily. 

B-24s based in the PHILIPPINES have been carrying out concerted strikes 
against FORMOSA targets. Enemy air opposition has not been aggressive although on 
almost every mission airborne fighters are reported. 

ComFwdArea 280520 dissolves Air Defense Command, MARIANAS and outlines the 
formation of the local Air Defense Commands to be placed in effect. 

GHQ SWPA 281614 states that requirements are being submitted to the Chief 
of Staff which include a request for 150 LSTs and 150 LCTs. With the provision of 
this equipment he states that an endeavor will be made to accept POA divisions 
for staging in accordance with the FILBAS Agreement. 

Cincpac Adv. Hq. 290619 (pink) outlines to Caminch his views on occupation 
and development of QUELPART ISLAND. 

Cincpoa Adv. Hq. 290748 (pink) directs Pearl Headquarters to make a de¬ 
tailed logistic study of Phase 111(d) ICEBERG. 



30 March (Guam date) 


All islands of the KERAMA RETTO were reported to have been secured by 1800 I 
29 March. At that time all troops of the 77th InfDiv had reloaded, except 1 Bn 
patrolling TOKASHIKI and the garrison forces on ZAMAHI. A report as of 1800 I 30 
March indicates that these latter units had captured considerable quantity of stores 
on both TOKASHIKI and ZAMAMI. 

Enemy casualties as of 1800 I on the 30th were: 231 KIA, 100 POWs. Our 
casualties as of the same time: 29 KIA, 78 WIA, 1 MIA. 

General summary of beach reconnaissance on OKINAWA indicates that all 
beaches are suitable for landing. Wooden posts, varying from 4 to 8 inches in 
diameter and from 4 to 8 feet high have been found off all beaches. These are now 
being cleared by NUDTs. Naval gunfire has breached the sea wall in many places. 
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30 March (Guam date) ,ont*d) 




Evidence at this time is that the Japanese gun positions and defensive in¬ 
stallations on OKINAWA are well sighted for defense of all beaches both by frontal 
and enfillade fire* 


Several bogies in area but only one attack reported. ADAMS (DM 27) shot down 
one plane. Decrease in air activity due to night interdiction by CVS planes and more 
effective gunfire on fields by Fire Support ships which can now get in closer. 

Two groups of MTB's made a torpedo attack on our ships on patrol off the 
western beaches and were beaten off* One positively sunk and one probably sunk with¬ 
out damage to our ships* 

Minesweeping is proceeding well, A few floating mines still encountered. 

Over 2500 square miles swept thus far. 

UDT reconnaissance and demolition proceeded with only small arras fire from 
beaches due to excellent support by ships and planes. No ship damage; only 1 wounded. 
Close range bombardment followed on defenses disclosed. Seawalls all breached. 

Support aircraft attacked airfields, gun positions, midget sub pen at UNTEN 
K0, and special bridges demolished by the 10th Army. 4 sub pens burned and two MTBs 
destroyed. Our losses 1 VF by AA, 1 VF in collision with another VF which returned 
safely. 310 suicide boats now destroyed; all survey work completed; 3 undereater 
contacts today. 

BULLHEAD (SS 332) spent some time investigating TAKAO HARBOR. 3 night planes 
caused some trouble, but there was no air or surface patrol during daylight. No ship¬ 
ping in TAKAO and no patrol off entrance. 

From the 28th through the 30th, planes of the 5th AF made several attacks on 
a heavily escorted northbound convoy in the SOUTH CHINA SEA with the following re¬ 
sults:- Sunk: 1 AO (28th, 11,000 tons); 1 (S 2-stack) whaler (10-15,000 tons)(29th); 
1 A0 (6,000 tons); 2 6600-ton AKs; 1 800-AK; 2 DD; 2 DE; 1 patrol craft. Probably 
sunk: 1 patrol craft. Total tonnage sunk at least 35,000 tons MV, and at least 6,000 
tons escorting warships. P-38 escorts shot down 14 Jap VF plus 2 probabLa and 1 dam¬ 
aged. Our losses were 1 P-38 in combat and 1 FBM shot down over the con/oy at 2316 I 
29th. 


At 1040 I on the 30th tracker planes sighted 2 DD, 6 DE, 1 SA, 3 SC, 1 VI 
anchored YULIN BAY (HAINAN), and 3 DD in SAMAH BAY (HAINAN), covered by 2 Oscars. 
B-25s were called in and attacked, the results not yet reported. 1 MINDORO search 
plane crash-landed after 1 engine was shot out, with all the crew rescued. 

14 B-29s attacked the Mitsubishi Engine Works at NAGOYA on the night of 30/31 
from 7-8,000 feet with 500 pound GPs and flares. 

95 B-29s were airborne on the night of 30/31 for the second mining operation 
in SHIMONOSEKE STRAITS, of 4 early returns, 1 crashed and burned, with 2 survivors. 
No report of results is yet available. 

149 B-29s were airborne for attacks on TACHIARAI and QMURA on KYUSHU on the 
31st. TOT was planned for 1035 I with bombing altitude 15-16000 feet. 
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30 March (Guam date)(Cont‘d) 


Cincpoa Pearl 280208 states that the increasing requirements for bombs and 
munitions to support the VIE programm are placing an excessively heavy load on 
shipping and requests ComGenPOA to make a re-survey of current projects not immedi¬ 
ately essential in order to alleviate critical shipping situation. 

CTF 52 291600 summarizes activities as of 1800 29 March. 

ComGenFMFPac 292045 (pink) concerns request for additional troops for Fhase 
IIl(c) ICEBERG. 

Cincpoa Adv. Hq. 300243 (pink) advises CinCSWPA of employment and rehabili¬ 
tation of the 6 Marine and 6 Army divisions assigned to P0A and answers his request 
for LSTs and LCTs. 

ComGenPOA 300543 (pink) concerns designation of the 93th Division as Area 
Reserve for ICEBERG. 

Cincpac Adv. Hq. 3 OO 65 O summarizes recommendations to CNO regarding VPB 


program. 



31 March (Guam date) yx \ 

* * 

All three groups of TF 58 are scheduled to support landings on "L" Day. 

From 2 April through 6 April, groups rotate so that each group supports the shore 
forces for two days and then replenishes. 

Seaplanes based at KERAHA RETTO are now carrying out search missions along 
the RYUKYUS CHAIN to the north. 

UDTs report that they removed 2700 of 2900 stakes from the water in the 
vicinity of the landing beaches. Surf conditions are reported by them to be fair 
on the Demonstration Beaches and excellent in the area scheduled for the landing. 

Landings were made on KEISE SHIMA without opposition and the island was 
secured by 1G15 on the 31 st. 

INDIANAPOLIS (CA 35) was hit on the morning of the 31st by an Oscar carry¬ 
ing a bomb. There was considerable structural damage and flooding; however, all 
armament is reported as being useable except possibly #3 turret. Casualties are 
reported as 1 KIA, 14 WIA and 5 MIA. All casualties appeared to have been enlisted 
men. Admiral Spruance was aboard this cruiser. 

TF 57 struck the SAKE SHIMA Area again yesterday. 

137 B-29s made an attack on targets in the KYUSHU Area on the 31st, 106 of 

these dropped 460 tons of bombs on the TACHIARAI Machine Works with excellent re¬ 
sults being reported. 31 other B-29s dropped 75 tons on the GMURA Airfield, also 
reporting excellent results. Fighter opposition was ineffective. 1 B-29 was re¬ 
ported missing. 

On the 28th and 29th, TF 58 destroyed 45 enemy planes (29 airborne), and 
probably destroyed or damaged 42 more; sank 2 DE, 1 medium and 10 small AK, and 4 
luggers; nrobably sank 3 medium and 11 small AK* Our losses were 12 planes, 12 
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31 March (Guam 
date) (Continued) 

f 

pilots and 8 aircrewmen. 5 of the pilots and 3 aircrewmen were lost in combat* 
Operational personnel losses included 2 pilots in a mid-air collision on the 20th, 

2 pilots shot down by friendly AA when they chased a Judy into TG 58*4 on the 29th, 
and 3 pilots and 5 aircrewmen lost as a result of a 5 plane mid-air collision. 

On the night of the 27/28th CruDivs 16 and 17 "with DDs bombarded MIN AMI, 
causing fires and explosions, and on the 28th TG 58.3 hit MINAMI with a large strike 
destroying gun positions, 3 warehouses, a radio station, an ammo dump, and several 
small buildings. 

TG 58.1 in addition to Okinawa missions for CSA flew a search and attack 
group along East KYUSHU as far north as SAEKI WAN. On this sweep 1 DE and several 
AKs were sunk along east KYUSHU. No minesweepers were seen. Ground targets were hit 
at TOKUNO, AMAMI, YAKU and at KANOYA. 

On the 29th TF 58 searched east and west coasts of KYUSHU, sighting 1 CA, 

1 CL and 9 DD, 10 miles south of KURE, and much shipping at SASEBO, including sever¬ 
al DD or DE and a possible cruiser. Most of the shipping was sunk on these attacks. 
Weather prevented heavy strikes on several fields at KYUSHU, but six fields were 
hit, as well as a chemical plant and a railroad depot. 

CTF 93 290858 (pink) requests the assig n ment of VMB 612 to his command. 

Cincpac Adv Hq 300756 concerns requirements for DMs and DMSs. 

Cincpac Adv Hq 300805 (pink) deals with the redeployment of destroyers 
for 7th Fleet. 

Cincpoa Adv Hq 310047 (pink) assigns responsibility for neutralization of 
enemy held positions in the BONINS to CTF 94 and authorizes CTF 94 to request as¬ 
sistance from CTF 93 when required. 

Com3rdFlt 310259 (pink) outlines his GpPlan for the FIREBREAK Operation. 

Com7thFlt 310318 (pink) concerns employment of British submarines in SWPA. 

CTF 52 (R.Adm. Blandy) 310643 states that OKINAWA landings will be carried 
out in accordance with the "Preferred Plan". 

Cincpac Adv Hq 310759 (pink) requests information from ComGenFMFPac as to 
when the 5th Amphibious Corps will again be ready for combat. 

Cincpac Adv Hq 310800 advises CinCSWPA that in order to assist in meeting 
urgent requirement of the Pacific Fleet for use of Naval Base facilities at SAMAR, 
he can make available certain ships for this purpose. 

Cincpoa Adv hq 310804 sets forth his views as to the need for assignment of 
additional aviators to TG Commanders for the purpose of coordinating air attacks. 

Cincpoa Adv Hq 310832 advises ComAirPac that he assumes CV groups will not 
operate more than 73 fighters. 

Cincpoa Adv Hq 310833 recommends that allocation of Corsairs to RNZAF be re¬ 
duced in order to meet the requirements of the Pacific Fleet. 
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31 March (Guam date)(Cont'd) 


Cincpac Adv Hq 310335 requests DepCom20thAF to make daily photo reconnais¬ 
sance mission of KURE in order to locate the fleet reported to be in that harbor. 

CTF 93 3H223 directs TG 93*2 (Bomber Command — Col. L. J. Carr) to discon¬ 
tinue strikes against the BONIN ISLANDS as of 1 April and to be Drepared to strike 
this area when directed. 

ComGen 77th Div (Maj.Gen. Bruce) 3U231 (pink) states that registration of 
Corps Artillery on KSISS SHIMA has been completed and that 16 guns are in position 
to bombard OKINAWA on the morning of L-Day. 

1 April (Guam date) 

At 0830 I 1 April landings were made on schedule cn the western beaches of 
OKINAWA. All beaches were rapidly secured and the advance inland commenced against 
light opposition. By 1100 I our troops had seized the airfields YONTAN and KADENA 
and considerable numbers of tanks and artillery together with regimental reserves 
were being landed. Opposition throughout the day was light and by 1300 I we had 
penetrated to a depth of approximately 5,000 yards from the initial landing points. 
By 1800 the beachhead was secured from small, arms fire and 50,000 troops had been 
landed. Throughout the day 155mm guns previously set up on KEISHE SHIMA were used 
in support of the OKINAWA landing. 

Fire support was furnished by ID 0BB, 8 CA, 3 CL, 23 DD and 177 support 
landing craft. Direct air support was furnished both by CVEs and fast carriers. 

Casualties: WEST VIRGINIA - some structural damage; 2 40mm guns out; ship 
fully operable; 3 KLA, 1 MIA, 9 WIA. LST 884 - extensively damaged by suicide plane. 
LST 824 - light damage from suicide plane, near miss. LCI(M) 807 - gunnery casualty 
from hangfire. ADAMS (DM 27) struck aft by 2 suicide planes during a suicide attack, 
suffered some structural damage but no personnel casualties and downed 1 Tojo. 

A report from CTF 51 (V.Adm. Turner) warns forces at the objective area 
that there are some 65 O Jap suicide boats remaining on OKINAWA. 

TF 57 attacked ISHIGAKI and MIYAK0 ISLANDS throughout 31 March with no air 
opposition, and continued attacks on the 1st. Morning of the 1st the fleet was at¬ 
tacked by ID aircraft. One suicider hit INDEFATIGABLE at the base of the island, 
but the carrier is still operable. ULSTER (DD) was damaged by a bomb and is being 
tewed to LEYTE. 4 aircraft were shot down by fighters. In the afternoon aircraft 
began to stage into the airfields of both islands. 14 of these were destroyed on 
the ground and 6 damaged. 4 aircraft attacked the force but caused no damage. 

TF 57 will continue the attack on the 2nd. 

COOS BAY (AVP 25) enroute ENEYETO? to ULITHI collided with the WSA TAATAG0RDA 
which in turn was enroute GUAM to ENIWET0K. COOS BAY is now under tew to ENIWET0K. 

Amplifying reports of the B-29 strike on KYUSHU carried out on the 31st 
indicate that considerable damage was inflicted. Fhotographs show that the OMURA 
naval air station received 27 bomb hits. 

A landing was made on LEGASPI on the morning of 1 April. Troops employed 
in this landing were the 158th RCT of the 6th Army. Fragmentary reports indicate 
that heavy enemy battery fire was encountered. 
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1 April (Guam date)(Cont»d) 


Cominch & CNO 311248 directs withdrawal frctn the East Coast and Panama 
Sea Frontier for transfer to the West Coast certain patrol squadrons to operate 
for the duration of the San Francisco Conference, 

ComHawSeaFron 010225 (pink) outlines Hawaiian Sea Frontier OpPlan 2-45 
lFIREBREAK)« 

Cincpoa Adv Hq 010641 (pink) designates 98th InfDiv as Area Reserve for 
ICEBERG with availability date of 1 May, 

Cincpac Adv Hq 010836 (pink)(Nimitz to King) discusses feasibility of oc¬ 
cupying a position in the CHINHAE-FUSAN area of the KOREAN Coast, 

CTF 51 011300 is Summary No, 2 of the OKINAWA operation as of 1800 the 1st, 

Cominch & CNO 011327 (pink) (King to Nimitz) requests information from 
Cincpac as to the acceptable months for invasion of KYUSHU and/or HONSHU, 

Cincpoa Adv Hq 010639 advises Com5thFlt that IE SHIMA may be evacuated and 
that if so, early rehabilitation of this place is most desirable, 

CTF 51 010255 covers Summary No, 1 as of 1100 on the 1st, 

2 April (Guam date) 

Troops of the 10th Army on OKINAWA are reported to have spent a relatively 
quiet night. Sporadic sniper, machine gun and mortar fire was directed on our 
forces, Eneny forces are reported to have withdrawn to the SE of NAHA Airfield, 

Many civilians are reported as taking advantage of surrender terms in response to 
the propaganda leaflets which have been dropped from our planes. There was little 
call for supporting gunfire from our ships during the day. Following is a list of 
damage inflicted on our surface forces due to various actions: ACHERNAR (AKA 53) 
extensive structural damage; TYRELL (AKA 80) slight damage; LCI 586 , These ships 
suffered damage as result of suicide attacks. Other damage included: PORTERFIELD 
(DD 682) strafed, SKIRMISH (AM 303) minor damage from near miss, VAMMEN (DE 644) 
starboard shaft damaged from depth charge, LCI 580 and 462 aground, DICKERSON (APD21) 
and HENRICO (APA 45) reported damaged from unknown causes, 

TF 58 is covering both SAKISHULA and OKINAWA areas during absence of TF 57 
for replenishment, 58.1 is at SAKISHEIA today, 58.3 is at OKINAWA, 58.4 is fueling. 
Thereafter the groups will rotate, with one always fueling. 

KADENA Airfield is reported to be available for emergency landings by all 
types of planes including long range search planes. 2 Marine Air Groups have been 
ordered to arrive at YONTAN Airfield and KADENA Airfield about 5 April. Present 
plans call for about 170 aircraft to be installed by 5 April. A total of 19 OY 
planes are now operating from these 2 airfields. 

On the evening of the 2nd an estimated 12-15 enemy planes approached OKINAWA 
from the north. About 5 of these planes are reported destroyed both by night fighter 
and by ships gunfire. 

SEA DEVIL (SS 400) reports firing 15 torpedoes at a convoy in a 4-hour radar 
surface attack during a heavy fog. 10 of the torpedoes hit resulting in 3 unidenti¬ 
fied merchantmen and 3 escorts being sunk. 3 survivors were rescued. q r q q 
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2 April (Guam date) (Corrt'd) 

A report from CTF 73 (R.Adm.Wagner) indicates that during the month of 
March his task force sank or damaged 140 ships totalling 93,000 tons. In addition 
he claims to have damaged 146 shins totalling 112,000 tons. Enemy planes destroyed 
reported as 39. 

On the night of lst-2nd 6 B-29s laid 48 mines in the KURE Harbor in the 
vicinity of the fleet anchorage. 112 other B-29s dropped 1,000 tons on the Musashino 
Aircraft Factory. Bombing was carried out at an altitude of 6-8,000 feet. Results 
were generally unobserved but the few crews reporting indicate excellent results. 

6 B-29s are reported lost on this mission. 


Troops of the S57P forces today made successful landings on the Sfl tip of 
the island of TAStfl TAWI. No resistance was reported. Landings in the LEGASPI Area 
are reported as proceeding satisfactorily. 

Cincpac Adv Hq 012322 recommends an increase in complement of VC squadrons 
attached to Kaiser CVEs to a total of 20 VF and 12 VB. Formerly the complement of 
these squadrons was 16 VF and 12 VB. 

QUEENFISH 020030 summarizes sinking of the AIVA LIARU. 

Cincpoa Adv Hq 020152 (pink) advises Com5thFlt that it may become advisable 
to execute Phase IIE-d prior to Phase III-c and requests designation of an amphibi¬ 
ous force commander to expedite detailed preparations for Ill-d. 

CTF 51 020550 and 021225 cover operations as of 1200 and 1800 respectively 
on the 2nd. 


Cominch 021511 (pink) concerns communication facilities relative to Russian 

vessels. 


Cominch 021550 (pink) 
operators to west coast ports 


states that it is desirable to send Russian radio 
for familiarization and testing of radio equipment. 


Cincpac Adv Hq 022120 requests information from ComGenFMFPac regarding 
instructions issued by him to Marine personnel relative to rotation of personnel. 


3 April (Guam date) 


/V cPH/' 


The lines on the evening of L plus 2 had been extended in general to that 
scheduled for L plus ID in the assigned area of the 24th Corps where all restric¬ 
tions concerning the L plus ID line had been lifted and this Corps is to make a 
drive to the south. 

Unloading of supplies is proceeding satisfactorily and roads and ramps 
are being constructed along the beach and over the reefs. By 1800 on L pins 2 all 
division artillery had been landed. 


Our casualties for the operation so far are reported as being extremely 

light. 

Military Government officers report in excess of 1400 civilians under their 
control by L plus 1. Majority of these are old men, women and children as reports 
indicate that other civilians moved to the hills prior to our landing. 
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3 April (Guam date)(Cont*d) 


rs 


Air attacks continued throughout the OKINAWA Area. The following ships 
were damaged by air attacks on 2 April: DICKERSON (APD 21) seriously damaged and 
afire; HENRICO (APA 45) extensive damage and flooding; GOODLINE (APA 107) hit on 
stem; TELFAIR (APA 210) minor damage; CHILTON (APA 38) grazed in mast. Damaged 
by bombs: PRICHETT (DD 561) near miss holed below water line. 1ST 599 set afire, 
ship inoperative, cargo ruined in raid early morning 3 April. VAIMEN (DE 644) now 
reported damaged by booby trap of floating planks carrying 300 pound depth charge. 
WAKE ISLAND (CVE 65) damaged; cause and extent not reported. LST 724, not 824, dam¬ 
aged at KERAMA RETTO. 


Poor weather prevented TG 58.4 (R.Adm.Radford) from fueling yesterday; 
therefore replenishment will continue today. TF 57 is reported to have replenished* 



On the 30th and 31st TF 58 continued attacking aircraft, shipping and enemy 
installations in the OKINAWA and AMAMI GUNTOS. 22 enemy planes were destroyed (17 
airborne), and 19 were orobably destroyed or damaged. TF 58 aircraft losses, if 
any, are not reported. Sunk were 3 MTB, 7 suicide boats, 2 small AK, and 2 small 
craft. 1 coastal AK and 4 small craft were probably sunk and 1 MTB, 4 small AK and 
15 small craft were damaged. 



6 submarine pens were destroyed and a 7th heavily damaged at UNTEN, and 
buildings, docks, mills, barracks, bridges, covered revetments, pillboxes, gun po¬ 
sitions, and radio station were destroyed or damaged on OKINAWA. TOKUNO, AMAMI, 
KIKAI and MINAMI were also hit. 

During a red alert from 0000 to 0700 on the 3rd 11 raids of 60 planes ap¬ 
proached from the north and southwest. Ship’s gunfire shot down 6 sure and 1 prob¬ 
able, and no damage to our units was reported. Our transoorts under smoke were ap¬ 
proached, but not attacked. 







On the 3rd 6 groups of enemy planes attacked from 1720 to 1830 from the 
north, and 1 group from the southwest. 4 were shot down by ship's gunfire, 7 by 
carrier VF. 

1 Oscar landed YONTAN on the night of 1 April. Pilot made normal approach 
and landing. Taxied plane to line, and was shot by a Marine when leaving the plane. 

CTF 51 reports that on the 3rd a rocket propelled, single-3eater suicide 
monoplane with 12 foot wingspread, 14 feet long, and a 1,000 pound warhead has been 
examined on OKINAWA. It had no radar or homing devices. It is believed capable of 
200-450 miles oer hour, as oilot has special breathing gear. Estimate launchers 
still operational OKINAWA. "Look out for large numbers." 

On the night of the 2nd/3rd 10 B-29s laid 78 mines in the immediate vicinity 
of KURE. No enemy aircraft attacked and AA was reported as meager. Again on the 
night of the 3rd/4th 9 B-29s laid 54 tons of mines in the KURE-KIROSHE.tA HARBOR Area. 

On the night of 3/4 April an attack was carried out by 228 B-29s on the air¬ 
craft plants at KOIZUMI, TACHIKAWA and SHIZOUKA. Bomb tonnage dropped was in excess 
of 1700 tons. 

CinCSWPA 240534 covers request for assignment of 10 troop ships to the SWPA. 

CinCBFF 020104 (pink) states that he can probably continue to operate for a 
period of 2 months before returning to an intermediate base for replenishment. 
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3 April (Guam date)(Cont f d) 

Cominch & CNO 021350 (pink) states that he considers Captain of QUEENFISH 
should be relieved of command and brought to trial by General Court Martial so that 
the record may be kept clear. 

CNO 021940 requests 10 troop ships from POA be made available to SWPA. 

Cincpac Adv Hq 030818 (pink) summarizes sinking of AWA MARU. 

Cincpoa Adv Hq 030819 places Fhoto Group WO under operational control of 
Cincpoa as of 8 April. 

Cominch & CNO 031300 concerns substitution of FB4Y and PV squadrons to 
be assigned to Com7thFlt. 

CTF 51 031310 summarizes results of operations in the OKINAWA Area as of 
1800 I(-9) 3 April. 

c^/ 


4 April (Guam date) 

At OKINAWA advances on L plus 3 continued apace with those of previous 
days, against continued light resistance. By 1800 (I) the entire eastern shore 
in the ZA of both Corps had been secured. In the north our forces were along the 
road which crosses the isthmus from south of YAKADA to YAKA. In the south the left 
flank of the XXIV Corps was at KUBA SAKE with the front lines stretching to the 
west to the town of UCHITOHARI. 

Conflicting reports continued as to the location of enemy concentrations. 

The latest report indicates that many troops are located around SURI. These have 
been taken under fire by naval gunfire and air bombardment. 

Our casualties as of 2400 3 April total 705, of which 196 are listed as KIA. 

T.G. 58.3 (RAdm Sherman) shot davn 45 enemy planes on the 3rd* 23 of these 
were Jap fighter planes encountered over KEKAI SHIMA and 16 were miscellaneous types 
which were shot down over TOKUNO by returning search planes. The other 6 were 
shot down by CAP over the Task Group. 

On the evening of the 4th one of our submarines and 1 of the British sub¬ 
marines reported the presence of a Jap cruiser together with 4 escorts proceeding 
south from the JAVA SEA via SAFI STRAITS. An attack was made by the British sub 
SPARK against this unit. 

On the night of 3-4 9 B-29s laid 83 mines in the KURE Area. On the same 
night, the B-29 bombing effort in the TOKYO Area was distributed as follows: 48 
aircraft with 195 tens on the Shizuoka Plant, 48 aircraft with 270 tons on the 
Koizumi plant, 20 aircraft with 139 tons on the TOKYO urban area, 60 aircraft with 
550 tons on the Tachikawa plant, 47 aircraft with 425 tons on the Kawasaki industrial 
area. In summary, 223 B-29s dropped 1579 tons against negligible enemy air opposi¬ 
tion and varying AA. 1 B-29 is missing. 
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4 April (Guam date) (Cont’d) 

Following is summary of mopping up operations in the forward area 25-31 


March: 





Our Casualties 


Japs Killed 

POTJs 

KIA 7>TA ] 

iwo jiua 

610 

83 

72 196 

SAIPAN 

14 



TINIAN 

27 

12 


GUAM 

18 

1 


PELELIU 

No ground 

action 



1HA 

n 


Total casualties for the IWO JIHA operation through 31 March are as 
follows: Japs m 22,093; FCWs 306. Our casualties KEA 4,594; V/IA 15,955; MIA 301. 

JCS 032140 (pink) outlines the directive by the Joint Chiefs of Staff cover¬ 
ing the command relationships in the Pacific Theater. 


JCS 032141 (pink) directs CinCPOA and CinCSVTPA to carry out certain plans 
and preparations for future operations. 

CinCBFF 020115, 030521 and 030526 (pinks) concern British Pacific Fleet 
operations in the Pacific Theater. 

.v I 

CTF 51 040205 outlines his operations to be carried out in the near future. 

CTF 51 040730 (VAdm Turner) covers his summary of OKINAWA operation as of 
1200 on the 4th. 

Cincpoa Adv Hq 040849 (pink) requests photographic reconnaissance of por¬ 
tions of KOREA STRAIT in order to determine possible submarine route into the JAPAN 
SEA. 

Cincpac Adv Hq 041212 (pink) requests Com3rdFlt to cancel his despatch re¬ 
questing ComServPac to supply 2 oilers to be held in readiness to carry out the 
FIREBREAK Operation. 


CTF 51 041230 outlines his summary of OKINAWA situation as of 1800 on the 

4th. 


Com3rdFlt 050006 states that intermittent availability of oilers may 
adversely affect the FIREBREAK Operation. / . - 

5 April (Guam date) 

Advances on OKINAWA continued to be satisfactory. The 6th MarDiv throughout 
L plus 4 pushed its front lines forward 6000-8000 yards and patrols were operating 
in the vicinity of CH17TA and KOCH IMA. 

In the south the XXIV Corps advanced 3000-5000 yards meeting, for the first 
time, organized defensive areas. Air reconnaissance indicates that there are numerous 
installations and troop concentrations in front of our lines in the south. 

The 1st MarDiv patrolled the occuoied portion of the island, and units from 
this division landed on YUBUCHI SHIKA. 
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5 April (Guam date)(Cont*d) 

Reconnaissance of the eastern islands by a Marine Amphibious Reconnaissance 
Battalion was in progress throughout the day. 

Total casualties as of 2400(1) 4 April numbered 984, with 175 KIA, 798 V/IA 
and 11 MIA. 

Military government authorities have reported that by L plus 3 9,000 civil¬ 
ians were under control. Many of these had been injured and were being cared for by 
our medical units. The civilians are described as being "shocked and nervous, but 
docile and cooperative". 

No damage from air attacks has been reported, except for the following de¬ 
layed reports: SPR0ST0N (DD 577) had considerable damage from a bomb near miss; 
HAI.IBLET0N (DMS 20) suffered minor damage when she shot down a suicider close aboard; 
ALPINE (APA 92) reports considerable structural damage from a suicide plane hit on 
the 1st; NEVADA (BB 36) was hit 3 times by shore batteries but continues in action. 

Logistics situation continues satisfactory except for difficulties encounter¬ 
ed in unloading yesterday due to increased surf. The following landing craft suf¬ 
fered damage from broaching or collision with other landing craft: ISM 12, 1ST 675, 
570, 756, 689, 736. 

Despite these casualties unloading conditions have improved due to improve¬ 
ment of beaches by UDTs. 29 unloaded APA, 2 LSV have departed. 

THORNTON (AVD 11) was badly damaged in a collision with ASHTABULA (A0 51). 
This is the first collision reported in this operation. 

The plan for future employment of TF 58 contemplates its reorganization 
into four groups of approximately equal size. Unless the tactical situation changes, 
two groups will provide support and two groups will fuel - alternating every two 
days. 


TF 57 is back at SAKESHIMA to remain today and tomorrow. Summary of TF 57 
previous operations: ULSTER was damaged by bomb near miss and her engine room flood¬ 
ed. BIDCMITABLE strafed - 6 casualties. INDEFATIGABLE crashed by suicide with some 
damage to island and radio installations. Remains operational. VICTORIOUS had sui¬ 
cide plane attack avoided by radical maneuvers - wing tip touched ship and plane 
crashed alongside without damage to the ship. Total enemy losses from 31 March: 

In air - 5, suiciders - 2, 15 destroyed on ground, 9 damaged on the ground. Own 
losses: 16 planes and 3 pilots lost. 

Airstrios remain operational in SAKISHIMA GUNTO. 

TF 58 planes on April 1st sank more than 40 small boats and damaged 30-40 
others; shot down 2 Vais near the target; and in large supporting strikes destroyed 
bridges, buildings, warehouses, trucks, 1 ammunition and 1 fuel dump. They bombed, 
rocketed, strafed and Naualmed gun positions and entrances to caves and tunnels. 


CTF 51 reports that from L Day to 1800 L plus 4 the total confirmed enemy . 
planes destroyed is: 28 by ships gunfire, 21 by TF 51 controlled VF and 16 suiciders 
(who made 15 hits and 1 miss on 14 ships) for a total of 65. 


ComlYesSeaFron 050020 (pink) sets forth his OpPlan 2-45 for the FIREBREAK 

operation. 2 5 9 J 
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5 April (Guam date)(Cont>d) 

Cincpoa Adv Hq 050028 requests CinCSATA to perform a maximum attack on air 
bases in north FORMOSA. 

Cincpac Adv Hq 050110 advises CinCS'.VPA that Marine Air Groups 24 and 32, in¬ 
cluding their Headquarters Squadrons, are available for his use until 1 July. 

Cincpac 050153 states that Construction Battalions will not be returned to 
the mainland for reorganization. Re-equipment will be accomplished at Pacific bases 
and rehabilitation of personnel will be accomplished by individual replacements, 

Cincpac 050223 (pink) states that he does not desire CinCBFF to employ XE 
craft in the Pacific at the present time, 

Com5thFlt 050527 states that Admiral Spruance (Com5thFlt) has shifted his 
flag from the INDIANAPOLIS to the NB’. r MEXICO. 

ComFwdArea 050709 directs Air Defense Commander TU0 JIMA to employ VMB 612 
in night ASP at 17/0, and attack shipping in the harbors of the Japanese Empire. 

CTF 51 (VAdm Turner) 050730 is Summary No. 9 of OKINAWA operation as of 
1200 on the 5th, 

Cincpoa Adv Hq 050837 (pink) advises various interested commands that it 
may become possible to accomplish subsequent phases of the ICEBERG Operation sooner 
than originally planned and so warns them to keep their plans and nrenarations there¬ 
for as flexible as possible. 

Cincpoa Adv Hq 050840 concerns policy to be carried out with regard to 
visits of officers to the Forward Area, 

CTF 51 051325 covers his Summary No. 10 as of 1800 on the 


6 April (Guam date) 


5th. 




Increased enemy resistance is being met by the 24th Corps in its drive to 
the south on OKINAWA. In the north units of the 3rd PhibCorps are meeting only 
scattered resistance. 

During the afternoon, apparently very heavy enemy air attacks took place. 
CTF 58 reported that in the afternoon, aircraft from TG*s 58.1 and 58.3 had splashed 
about 150 planes, exclusive of any shot down by the CAP at OKINAWA. Complete report 
has not been received as to the damage inflicted on us. 


A Japanese task force was located in the INLAND SEA. A VLR plane reported 
a force of one large ship and 6 DD underway to the west of KURE at 0930/1. This 
force apparently Proceeded south through BUNG0 SUID0, for, at 2010 a force was picked 
up by THREADFIN (SS 410) on patrol there. HACKLEBACK (SS 295) picked up the force 
20 minutes later. Apparently neither submarine was within attack range, but both 
trailed, and reported the force - which radar indicated to consist of two large ward¬ 
ships and 6 escorts. The speed of the force was high 22-24 knots, so the subma¬ 
rines finally lost contact at 2345 / 1 * 
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6 April (Guam date)(Cont»d) 


To meet this threat our forces have been disposed as follows: Search 
sectors have been intensified in the direction of the threat. TF 54, while con¬ 
tinuing fire support missions, will be deployed to the west of OKINAWA. Submarines 
have been posted along possible routes of the force. TF 58 is concentrating to the 
east of OKINAWA in a position to cover the trans-xjrb convoy routes. 

Approximately 150 B-29s are scheduled to bomb TOKYO tomorrow and ’.rill be 
escorted by 70-90 P-51s based at IV.'O JE.IA, This is the first instance of a strike 
of heavy bombers being escorted by fighters based at IWO JEIA. In addition, a strike 
is scheduled for tomorrow for 165 B-29s to bomb the Mitsubishi Aircraft Plant at 
NAGOYA. These planes vd.ll be unescorted. 

Cincpac Adv Hq 050230 (pink) outlines the Dreferable months for invasion 
of KYUSHU and/or HONSHU. 

Cincpac Adv Hq 050830 (pink) states his views relative to the possibility 
of initiating Tfrase III of ICEBERG earlier than oreviously planned and requests re¬ 
ply from Com5thFlt as to his views. 

Arnold to MacArthur and Niraitz 052341 (oink) states that 20th Air Force 
is prepared to furnish a planning staff to Cincpoa to aid in planning for the in¬ 
vasion of JAPAN and further states that he contemplates sending the Chief of Staff, 
20th AF to this headquarters about the middle of May. 

ComGenFMFPac 060125 (pink) outlines his recommendations relative to employ¬ 
ment of 3rd PhibCorps vice 5th PhibCorps in 3rd phase ICEBERG operations. 

CTF 51 060540 outlines his clan in the event of enemy surface attack off 

OKINAWA. 

Com5thFlt to Cincoac 060701 (pink) sets forth his comments regarding Phase 
III of ICEBERG. 

CTF 51 (VAdm Turner) 060715 covers Summary No. 11 as of 1200 on the 6th. 

21st BomCom 060815 (pink) summarizes mining operations carried out by the 
21st BomCom in the SHEIONGSEKI STRAITS Area. 

CTF 58 060847 summarizes results of operations of TGs 58.1 and 58.3 on the 

6th. 

CTF 51 061645 summarizes operations at OKINAWA as of 1800 on the 6th. 

CTF 51 070035 informs TGs 51*5 (transport screen) and 51*6 (service and 
salvage group) of possible impending enemy surface engagement and requests them to 
expedite logistics for ships and supoort craft that can oarticipate in this possible 
action. 

CTF 51 062025 sunmarizes special report on the enemy air attack afternoon 
and early evening of 6 April. 
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7 April (Guam date) 

Substantial gains were made by both corps throughout L plus 6 on OKINAWA. 
In the north the 6th MarDiv continued to advance against little opposition and by 
1800 the front lines extended from NAGO southeast towards IGARA YAMA, with patrols 
as far north as NAKOSHI and to the west near the river, between the towns of USNA 
and YAHU. Elements of the division landed on the beaches of NAGO in the morning 
in order to reconnoiter the H0T0BU PENINSULA. During the day other elements of 
the division reconnoitered the inshore sides of IKE, TAKA and HEIANZA ISLANDS. 

No enemy activity was reported. The 1st MarDiv continued mopping up in its ZA. 

In the south the XXIV Corps advanced over rough and clifflike terrain 
finding the enemy in deliberate defensive positions consisting of blockhouses, 
pillboxes, and in extensive trench systems protected by double apron barbed wire. 
The town of UCHI TOHARI and DONIKU were captured and on the left flank the front 
lines were within 400 yards of OUKI. Only slight gains vrere made on the right 
flank. Artillery of the XXIV Corps and of the 3rdPhibCorps was assisting the ad¬ 
vance. The 96th InfDiv states that it is possible that the entire 62nd Jap Div 
is in front of its lines. 

Total casualties as of this time are 1,523 of which 282 are listed as KIA. 

Following is a chronology of the contacts and engagement with the Jap 
task force on 7 April: 

2345 - Contact lost by submarine THREADFIN off east coast KYUSHU. 

Force headed S.'I, 

0825 - 1 BB, 2 CL, 10 DD picked up by ESSEX plane at 30-44*1 129-10E, 
course 300 . 

1030 - FairWing 1 plane reported force 1 BB, 1 CA 9 DD at 3IN 128-55E. 

1015 - TF 58 launched 380 plane strike against force reported in 31-00N 
129-00 E. 

1130 - 1145 - ComFairV/ing 1 issued orders for day and night tracking of force. 

1345 - Search plane reported force attacked by VF, VB and VT with 
considerable damage. 

1448 - ComSubPac issued orders to submarines to knock off cripples 
and search for aviators. 

1520 - Search plane reDorted landing to pick up a survivor at 30-47N 
128-05E, and reported 1 CL and 1 DD burning, 4 other DD headed 
NE, speed 0. ComFairWing 1 ordered planes to search north for 
the BB and its escorts. 

1620 - Search plane sent in a report (garbled) that the BB had not 

been sighted, but that there was considerable wreckage and ene^iy 
survivors in the water. 

1705 - Search plane base reported "Survivor states vessel burning not 
underway to be battleship." Our estimate of others 1 cruiser 
light, 4 DD sunk, 4 DD undamaged, 1 DD burning, 1 BB burning. 


- Continued - 
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7 April (Guam date)(Cont'd) 


1701 - CTF 58 reported: "PRELIMINARY ESTIMATE LACKING FHOTOGRAFHS 
TOTAL FORCE ATTACKED 1 YAMATO BB 1 AGANO CL 1 CL OR LARGE 
DD 7 OR 8 DD. SANK 1 BB 1 AGANO CL 1 CL OR DD 3 DD X 2 
DD BURI'UNG BADLY 3 DD APPARENTLY UNDAMAGED X .ALL DD STRAFED 
OR ROCKETED X BB TOOK MINIMUM 8 TORPEDOES AND 8 HALF TON 
BOMB HITS X NO AIR OPPOSITION'OVER TARGET BUT PLENTY AA FIRE X 
OUR LOSSES ABOUT 7 PLANES" (Later reported 3 planes down in 
target area, and 4 fighters from ESSEX down in launching area). 

0515/8 Plane 92V464 reported 4 DD, 1 CL course N, speed 2 at 31-12 128-10. 


Submarines have been ordered to knock off cripples and pick up survivors. 

From 1440 to 1843 on the 6th, 182 planes attacked 22 groups. 55 shot down 
by planes, 35 shot down by ships. 22 suicides, 2 near misses. Total 116 . The 
following ships were damaged as indicated during these attacks: 


Sunk 

Heavily damaged 


BUSH ) 

HYMAN 

) 

COIBOUN) - 2 DD, 1 HIS 

MULLANY 

) 

EMMONS ) 

NEWCOMB 

) 


MORRIS 

) - 6 DD, 


LEI7TZE 

) 


HOY/ORTH 

) 


RODMAN 

) 

Minor damage 

WITTER 

) 


FIEBERLIHG . 

) - 2 DE 

HUTCHINS ) - 1 DD 




DANIEL T. GRIFFIN ) - 1 APD 

RECRUIT ) 



DEFENSE ) - 2 AM 

DEVASTATOR 

) - 1 AM 


LOGAN VICTORY 

) 


HOBBS VICTORY 

) - 2 AKE 


LST 347 

) - 1 LST 


1 DMS 




Further air attacks morning of 7th (0325 to 1015) 20 planes approached in small 
groups and 6 dropped bombs. Of these 20 planes, 6 were shot down by fighters, 

6 shot down by ships, and 2 suiciders hit (BENNETT (DD 473) and Y/ESSON (DE 184)). 
Total ships sunk or damaged during these actions: 10 DD, 2 DMS, 3 DE, 1 APD, 3 AM, 

2 APE, 1 LST — 22 Ships. 

CTF 57 reports as follows: "On 6 April bombed and strafed airfields at 
ISHIGAKI and MTYAKO. 1 plane shot down in air. Previous craters on MIYAKO filled 
in. Force detected by snooner in early morning and attacked by 4 suiciders. No 
damage to ships, tho one plane close-missed ILLUSTRIOUS after her wing tip grazed 
island. The other 3 planes were shot down, 1 by ships gunfire and 2 by planes." 

On 7 April both islands were again attacked. All MIYAKO runways left unserviceable. 
Sane 20 a/c were seen of which 3 were destroyed on ground. Total enemy losses air¬ 
craft - airborne 5, on ground 3* Own losses 2 planes in combat, 12 operational. 
Force retired 7th for two days replenishment and will return to combat area 10th. 

2G01 • 
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7 April (Guam date)Rout'd) 

From 27 March to 6 April 205 3-29s from 21st BomCom in 6 missions laid 
1690 mines in the approaches to SHUiONOSEKE STRAITS and in the KURE-HIROSHTIA 
areas. Mining was by radar from 5-8000 feet, except for 48 mines dropped among 
major fleet units in KURE HARBOR which was from 25,000 feet. 21st BomCom esti¬ 
mates that 90^ of the mines were effectively laid. 3 B-29s were lost in the pro¬ 
cess, probably to enemy action, and 1 crashed while landing injuring 2 and killing 


Cominch & CNO 062116 (pink) states that units of the 7th Fleet will pass 
to the command of Cincpoa on a schedule to be agreed upon by General MacArthur 
and Admiral Nimitz, or as may be directed by the Joint Chiefs of Staff. 

CTF 58 062337 outlines first report by carrier plane of eneny force which 
sortied from BUNGO SUIDO. 

Com5thFlt 070105 (pink) orders CTF 58 and CTF 51 to carry out strikes on 
enemy task force. 

Plane 160, Flight 464 070130 sets forth first sighting of enemy force by 
search plane from ComFairWing ONE. 

CTF 58 070304 advises that strike has been launched against enemy surface 

force. 

Cincpoa Adv Hq 070646 advises ComGenPOA that visits to the RYUKYUS by- 
certain personnel will be restricted to those only who are concerned in carrying 
out onerations in that area. 

CTF 51 070755 covers his summary as of 1200 on the 7th. 

Cincpoa Adv Hq 070825 requests CinCSWPA to authorize direct communications 
between ComAir7thFlt and ComAirPac regarding exchange of naval patrol squadrons. 

CTF 54 070832 (pink) outlines his op-plan for possible engagement with 
Japanese surface force. 

CTF 51 070925 comments on progress of current state of affairs in OKINAWA 

area. 


CTF 57 071204 outlines operations of that task force on 6 April. 


Cincpac Adv Hq 071214 concerns search operations being carried out by sea¬ 
planes in the OKINAWA Area. 

CTF 51 071830 covers summary of operations as of 1800 on the 7th. 



26 02 












- '-n r * 

8 April (Guam date) 

OKINA'-A . In the north, light opposition is being encountered} however, to 
the south limited gains were made only after exceptionally difficult fighting. Mine¬ 
fields were encountered together with fire from all types and calibers of weapons. 
Front lines as of 1800 are within 2500 yards of HACHINATO airfield on the right 
flank and within 1500 yards of YONABARU airfield on the left flank. 

By L plus 6, 30,000 civilians were under the care of the Military Government 
authorities on OKINAWA. A general report from the Military Government indicates 
that the situation is generally satisfactory. Total casualties as of 2400 on 7 
April numbered 1,690, 301 of which are reported as KLA. 

Search for remnants of the Jap task force attacked on the 7th were negative. 
Planes from FAY 1 searched all day but poor visibility was encountered throughout 
the area and no reports were received indicating that sightings had been made. CTF58 
launched a 32 plane fighter—bomber strike in the general area of the engagement and 
the planes returned reporting no sightings. CTF 58 estimates that the remnants of 
this Jap force consist of 5 DDs. 

Ship casualties: Air raid on 6th - MARYLAND hit by bomb which failed to 
penetrate turret #3* H. F. BAUER (DM 26) hit by aerial torpedo way forward, being 
locally repaired. YMS 321 hit by suicide plane knocking out her three inch gun and 
causing topside damage. On the 8th - YMS 427 hit by coast defense gun but remains 
operational. GREGORY hit by suicide plane, engine room flooded but under control. 

TF 53 shio casualties: CHAS. S. SPERRY (DD 697) lost port bilge keel. HARRISON (DD 
573) 2 guns out due to suicide near miss. TAUSSIG (DD 746) electrical gear out due 
to two near bomb misses. SAN JACINTO (CVL 30) numerous shrapnel holes due to bomb 
near miss. HANCOCK (CV 19) being returned to ULITHI for repairs escorted by HAYNS- 
Y/ORTH (DD 700) who took a suicider on her bridge and STHIBEL (DD 644) with a fuel 
oil leak. 

TG 51.3 (TransRon 16 lifting 27th Div) ordered to objective. Two divisions 
(2 RCT) will proceed to HAGUSI beaches for unloading. The other TransDiv (RCT) 
will go to KERAMA RETTO to prepare for landings on the eastern islands. TG 51.1 
(77th Div) and TG 51.2 (2nd MarDiv) remain in waiting areas. TG 58.3 replenishes 
today. Others remain at objective. Units of TG 52.1 repeat strikes on SAKISHIMA 
GUNTO. TF 57 continues reolenishment. leaves today for combat area. 

First report from CTU 94.4.1 has come in. Unit consists of TALBOT (DD 390) 
and LSM 331. 

A survey of PARSCS VELA was completed and foundations installed for hydro- 
grapher shack. Reef is reported to be very steep and no anchorage is available. 

Enemy continuing to shell CEBU docks. Liberty ship furnished counter battery 
fire. NTs active in landing guerilla support, barge hunts, and shore bombardment. 
They fired an ammunition dump on CARABAO ISLAND (N of PANAY). 

BBSUGO (SS 321) on the 6th attacked a northbound CL in SAFE STRAIT but 
missed. Then scored a hit in one of her escorts, which sank leaving many troops 
in the water. 

On the same date GABILAN (S3 252) scored a hit in the cruiser and slowed 
her down. This permitted the third submarine, CHAHR (SS 328), to score three solid 
hits. The cruiser was heard sinking and breaking up. 


- Continued - 
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8 April (Guam date)(Cont’d) 

SEA ROBIN (SS 407) sank two troop loaded sea trucks bound for SAIGON yes¬ 
terday, and recovered the only 3 survivors from 200 troops. Cargo also consisted 
of hundreds of oil drums. 

TIRANTE (SS 420) sank an AK in the YELLOW SEA, and SPADEFISH (SS 411) sank 

a junk. 

C03IA rescued 7 13th AF aviators from ditched B-24s off CAPS PADARAN, all 
in good shape, 

SSADSVTL (SS 400) picked up 3 fighter pilots from ESSEX. 

Delayed reports from TF 58 for the first 5 days of April indicate that a 
total of 77 enemy planes was destroyed during that period (59 airborne), with 39 
others orobably destroyed or damaged. This represents a gain of 28 destroyed and 
30 probably destroyed or damaged over earlier reports. 

Of 194 B-29s airborne for the attack against the Mitsubishi Aircraft Plant, 
137 dropped 574 tons of GPs on the plant primary target visually from 16,500-21,000 
feet, and 23 B-29s dropped 107 tons of GPs on targets of opportunity. 123 Jap planes 
were sifted, and 71 attacks were counted. 14 Jap planes were destroyed, 7 orobably 
destroyed, and 7 damaged. These enemy losses, added to those inflicted by the P-51s 
and the 73rd Wing B-29s over TOKYO, total 85 Jap aircraft destroyed, 37 probably de¬ 
stroyed, and 51 damaged, a grand total of 173 aircraft. 

3 B-29s were lost over the target. 1 was rammed and seen to crash. No 
parachutes were observed. 1 crashed after a wing blew up over the target. A 3rd 
was hit in the right rang over the target, spun in and crashed and burned. No 
chutes were seen. 

Photographs taken of both aircraft plants on the 8th show a number of hits 
on plant buildings at NAGOYA, with fires still burning in the engine test cells, and 
42 hits in nearby residential and commercial districts. The east half of the TOKYO 
plant was obscured by smoke. Damage was observed in half of the TOKYO plant, but 
again smoke made accurate damage assessment impossible. 

At KYUSHU on the 8th 10 B-29s dropped 50 tons on the KANOYA east airfield 
and 38 others hit KAGOSHIMA CITY and airfield with 152 tons by radar from 17-19000 
feet. No enemy opposition was experienced. Results were unobserved. 

20 3-29s are scheduled to take off at 1800 tomorrow to continue the mining 
of SHLMOMOSSKI STRAITS. 

JCS 072051 discusses shortage of shipping and states that it is necessary 
to direct rear area shipping to be employed in forward movement and requests infor¬ 
mation as to what can be done to further this program. 

Com5thFlt 080340 outlines his oolicy on the return of damaged ships to rear 

areas. 


CTF 51 080755 outlines his summary as of 1200 on the 8th. 

Cincpac Adv Hq OSO 846 advises Com5thFlt as to proposal for employment of. 
CVEs and requests recommendation from him for redistribution of CVEs now un<Wr his 
command. y/?' 

CTF 51 081325 outlines his summary as of 1800 on the 8th. *%/ yg Hz’ 
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9 Anril (Guam date) 


On OKINAWA the front lines in the drive to the south remained virtually 
static throughout the day. Only small gains in isolated sections were reported. 
Present plan of the 24 th Corps is to capture the high ground on both flanks. 20 
.Artillery Battalions are now available for the support of the drive to the south. 
During the day 2 RCTs of the 27th InfDiv landed on HAGUCHI beaches and have been 
assigned to the 24th Corns. Remaining RCT will land on TSUGEN SHIMA the morning 
of the 10th. 




CTF 51 reports enemy reaction to OKINAWA occupation evidenced by daily and 
nightly air attacks, attempts at surface activity by suicide boats and swimmers 
and an increased resistance in south. A small group of suicide boats attacked 
ships in the southern transport area. C.J. BADGER (DD 657) hit and holed amidships 
putting both engines out. STARR (AKA 87) hit with minor damage, apparently because 
boat hit LSM alongside. At least 4 boats were destroyed and 8 Japs killed. At 
least two swimmers reported. Only one air attack reported on 9th. STERRETT hit 
and lost propulsion. Extensive fire support furnished in southern OKINAWA with 
apparently good results. 

Summary of TF 51 ships damaged by enemy action thru the 8th: 12 sunk - 9 by 
suicide planes, 2 by mines, 1 by suicide boats. 56 damaged - 43 by suicide planes, 
6 by bombs, 3 by mines, 1 by aerial torpedo, 1 by gunfire, 1 by suicide boat. 

TF 57 is due to strike FORMOSA on the 11th and 12th of April while CVEs 
from TG 52.1 (R.Adm. Durgin) will maintain neutralization of SAKISHIMA GUNTO. 

During the afternoon of the 8th 96 F4Us and 15 F6 f(N) of MAG 33 arrived at 
the KADENA Airfield. 


o 
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CTF 58 estimates 529 enemy planes destroyed by that force from 23 March 
thru 7 April inclusive. This total figure breaks down as follavs: 

428 Shot down 

176 by OKINAWA target CAP 
21 by night, dawn and dusk CAP 
80 near TF 58 

6 by VF(N) 

19 by ships gunfire 

7 appeared definite suicide attemnts 
2 suicides 

99 d estroyed on ground 
529 TOTAL 

CTF 51 estimates 254 Jap planes destroyed in the same oeriod, including those de¬ 
stroyed by planes of TF 58 when controlled by TF 51. IT the 176 planes destroyed 
by TF 58 OKINAWA TCAP are subtracted, the grand total is 607. 

CoMinPac 030321 discusses the necessity and value of assignment of 2200-ton 
DMs to each minesweeping unit. 

ComGenAAFPOA Admin 060535 (pink) discusses base development plans at IE 
SHE,LA and OKINAWA. 

Cominch & CNO 071945 (pink) requests Cincpac to ascertain how QUEENFISH 
established identity of AVIA MARU. 
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9 April (Guam date)(Cont'd) 

Cincpoa Pearl 072145 (pink) requests comments from ComGen Ten as to ComGen 
AAFPOA Admin despatch relative to employment of 316 T ,7ing at IE SHIMA. 

Com5tliFlt 080256 requests TF 57 to strike northern airfields on FORMOSA on 
the 11th and 12th, 

QUEENFISH 031515 states that the identity of the AWA I1ARU was established 
by statement of the orisoner alone and no other confirmation was made, 

Cincpoa Adv Hq 090125 advises that in order to insure readiness to meet 
future counter offensives it will be advisable to return TGs of TF 58 to port for 
replenishment, upkeep and rest on a rotating basis, 

Cincpac Adv Hq 090126 advises Cominch that QUEENFISH despatch relative to 
sinking of AAA MARU answers information requested by Cominch, 

Com5thFlt 090225 requests that Cincpac arrange with SWP to carry out air 
strikes against southern FORMOSA at the same time as TF 57 is striking the northern 
fields. 


CTF 51 & CTF 56 090235 states that 2nd MarDiv will possibly not be required 
in Phases I or II and suggests that the 2nd MarDiv be returned to SAIPAN pending 
decision for employment of this unit in Phase III, 


Cincpac Adv Hq 090255 outlines to all Pacific Ocean Areas units terms of 
the recent directive from the Joint Chiefs of Staff involving changes in command 
organization in the Pacific, 


Cincpoa Adv Hq 090625 reclassifies an area north of IWO as a blind bombing 

zone, 

Cincpoa Adv Hq 090642 requests CinCSPJPA to strike southern FORMOSA airfields 
on 11 and 12 April, 


CTF 51 090745 covers Summary 17 as of 1200 on the 9th, 

l 

. ComGen 10 090910 (pink) answers Cincpoa Pearl request for information re¬ 
garding establishment of VLR sites on IE SHIMA and OKINAWA, 

Cinooa Adv Hq 091157 (pink) authorizes Com5thFlt to return 2nd JlarDiv to 
SAIPAN with the proviso that the Division will remain alerted for employment in 
either Fhase I, n or HI of ICEBERG, < 

CTF 51 091240 covers Summary 18 as of 1800 on the 9th, 


MacArthur 091617 directs Allied Air Forces 
southern FORMOSA airfields on the 11th and 12th of 
request. 


to conduct heavy air strikes on 
April in accordance with Cincpoa 
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10 Apri], (Guam date) 


Lines of the 24th Corps were consolidated on OKINAWA throughout the day 
and only limited local advances were attempted. The 3rd PhibCorps encountered 
stiffening resistance on MOTOBU PENINSULA and was subjected to extensive counter 
attacks on both flanks. Bad weather hamnered all operations throughout the day. 

During the morning 1 RCT of the 27th InfDiv landed on TSUGEN SHIHA. Con¬ 
siderable resistance was reported. Jap casualties as of midnight 8 April numbered 
5,000 KIA and 222 PONs. Military Government authorities report that as of today 
73,000 civilians are under their control. All captured males between the ages of 
15 and 45 are being used as laborers. There are about 1500 in this category. 

Delayed reports of ship damage: LCS 36 in air attack on 9th. HOPPING (APD51) 
received 6 hits by shore batteries. After machinery spaces and fireroom inoperative 
but can make 18 knots. 

Fire support continued. 2 0B3, 2 CA, 1 CL and 9 DD supported operations 
of TG 51.19 engaged in the canture of TSUGEN SJMMA. 

TF 57 proceeded to position for strike on MATSUYAMA and SHINCHIKU airfields 
on northern FORMOSA scheduled for tomorrow. TG 58.1 and 58.2 having been in sup¬ 
port for two days are new due to replenish, with TGs 58.3 and 58.4 in the fueling 
area. TG 51.2 (lifting 2nd MarDiv) starting back to SAIPAN. 

Our plane losses at OKINAWA include 6 F4Us missing since the evening of the 
9th when they became lost (1 pilot was rescued by ICS 57), 1 F4U crashed, and 1 0Y 
missing. The oilot and aircrewman of the TUSCALOOSA 0S2U who bailed out over Jap 
territory are now safe, having filtered through the enemy lines. 

A report from CTG 51.15 (RAdm Kiland) on Jap suiciders follows: On basis 
of intelligence interrogations of personnel and examination of plane :>arts and docu¬ 
ments aboard 8 DDs and other escort types hit by suiciders and by own observation 
of 3 attacks on shipping in immediate vicinity of KERAMA PETTO the following infor¬ 
mation obtained: (A) Planes generally approach at very low altitude. In some in¬ 
stances 10 to 20 feet off the water. V/hen possible, approach from behind land 
masses. (B) Suicide planes will often select isolated vessels, crippled ships or 
ships with relatively weak fire power as targets. This apparently regardless of 
the oresence in same vicinity of higher nriority targets. (C) Great variety of 
planes emoloyed in these attacks but no new models identified. Examination of manu-, 
facturers plates from portions of 1 suicide, orobably Kate indicates planes built in. 
1938 or 1939 and some marts manufactured as far back as 1927. (D) Decoy or diver¬ 

sionary planes approach from another direction. (E) Coordinated attacks reported 
4 instances with planes coming in from several angles simultaneously. (F) Planes 
making their approach absorb great punishment without being destroyed or thrown off 
course, indicating possibility these planes are soecially armored. Pieces of 1/4 
inch armor recovered. > 

This morning elements of the 41st InfDiv landed on the northern coast of 
J0L0 ISLAND meeting very little resistance. A landing was also made this morning 
on BUSUANGA ISLAND southwest of MINDORO. 

SPARK, a British submarine, reports seeing the cruiser torpedoes by the 
CHARR (SS 328). This submarine reworts that the cruiser sank after a spectacular 
explosion. This sinking occurred on the 6th NE of BALI. 

A 

>' 
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10 A^ril (Guam date) ^Cont»d) 

On the night of the 9th-10th, 16 B-29s laid 105 mines in minefield M in 
SHIMONOSEKI STRAITS (west entrance to SHIMONOSEKI STRAITS) through 8/10 to 10/10 
clouds from 5-6,300 feet. There was no enemy air opposition, and no B-29s were 
lost. "It is estimated that this mission will maintain the blockade of the west 
entrance of SHIMONOSEKI STRAITS for an additional 5-7 days." 

ComGen 3rd?hibCorps 082357 recommends to ComGenFMFPac that 3rdPhibCorps 
rehabilitate at OKINAWA instead of in the MARIANAS or the HAW AIIAN AREA. 

CTG 50.8 (RAdm Beary) 092358 discusses failure to return escorts from 
ULITKI to the operating area. 

Com5thFlt 080512 (pink) suggests that CTF 58 make a strike on KYUSHU soon. 

CTF 58 100025 (pink) advises Com5thFlt that a strike on KYUSHU will be de¬ 
pendent upon when his TF will be released from support of amphibious forces. 

Cincpoa Adv Hq 100044 (pink) requests information from Com5thFlt regarding 
suitability of OKINAWA .Area for the development of certain airfields and facilities. 

Cincpoa Adv Hq 100048 covers desire of Cincpoa that major questions concern¬ 
ing future operations should not be referred to commanders engaged in combat and 
that any such information will be supplied by the Advance Headquarters. 

Com5thFlt 100128 states that no mining strikes are currently planned and 
recommends release of mines to the VLR program. 

Cincpoa Pearl 100146 recommends to Cincpac that despatch regarding facilities 
for LEYTE-SAMAR be sent to CKO. 

Cincpoa Adv Hq 100223 (pink) covers directive that priority be given to 
establishment of aviation facilities on SAIPAN* 

CTF 51 100315 covers Admiral Turner's OpPlan for the capture of IE SHIMA. 

CTF 51 100705 covers Summary No. 19 of operations on OKINAWA as of 1200/lOth. 

Com5thFlt 100716 (pink) states that strike on KYUSHU by TF 58 will have to 
be postponed until shore based air is activated at OKINAWA* He suggests that long 
range fighter sweeps on ICYUSHU fields may pay big dividends. 

ComAFSWPA 101145 states that he vdll carry out heavy strikes on southern 
FORMOSA airfields on the same days that the British carrier force strikes the 
northern fields. 

Cincpac Adv Hq 101159 authorizes ComGenFMFPac to proceed with rotation of 
personnel of the 3rd MarDiv as originally planned. 


CTF 51 101300 is Summary No. 20 covering OKINAWA operations as of 101800. 
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11 April (Guam date) 


Little progress was made in both the northern and southern areas throughout 
the day* 24th Corps in the south continued to consolidate its lines prior to 
launching the scheduled all out attack. Cur casualties as of 2400 9 April total 
2,695 of which 432 were KIA. 

CVS planes furnished direct air support, and some planes from TF 58 were 
active on CAP. 4 Jap planes were shot down and a 5th scored a near suicide miss 
on the 1KNL0VE (DE 36 ), IdJLling 1 and wounding 1. Vie lost 1 VF to AA, an F4U 
crashed on take off, burning 1 parked plane and a C-47 engaged in DDT spraying 
crash landed at YONTAN Field, demolishing the plane, killing 1 and injuring 7. 
KA3ENA Airfield is inoperative because of heavy rains, but YONTAN is in excellent 


condition. 


Between 1000-1040 5 eneny aircraft approached from the north at 20,000 
feet to within 15 miles, but were not sighted and retired without attacking. At 
1820 2 raids approached from the SW to within 10 miles of KERALA RETT0, but turned 
back when the CAP attacked them. 

T ,'leather prevented TF 57 from carrying out its scheduled strikes against 
FORMOSA. The force ncrw plans to attack the same targets on the 12th and 13th. 

SAFEGUARD (ARS 23) picked up a B-29 crew 40 miles NW of SAIPAN. 

QUEENFISH (SS 393) returning to SAIPAN picked up all survivors of a search 
plane which was down N Vf of IHO JIMA. These men had been in the water for 43 hours. 

Two separate B-29 strikes are scheduled for the 12th. 114 B-29s will take 

off to attack the Musashino plant of the Nakajima Aircraft Co. at Tokyo and 167 
additional 3-29s will attack targets in the KORIYAMA area. 

JCS 102237 (pink) outlines to CinCSIVPA the 1st priority of operations in 
BORNEO is BRUNEI BAY, and that seizure of RKLIKPAPAN vail not be carried out unless 
he can do so without nrejudice to operations against JAPAN. 

Com5thFlt 110247 concerns rotation of units of TF 58 to rear bases for 
replenishment and rehabilitation. 

CTF 51 110730 outlines his 0KINA7A summary of operations as of 1200 on the 

11th. 

Com5thFlt 110909 directs TF 58 to discontinue replenishment and have all 
groups in readiness for an expected air attack. 

CTF 51 110940 states that there is a possibility of strong enemy air attack 
being carried out from JAPAN and FORMOSA on the L2th. 


CTF 51 IH 34 O covers Summary No. 22 as of 1800 on the 
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12 Anril (Guam date) 

The front lines on OKINAWA remained relatively stable throughout 12 April. 
Troops of the 27th InfDiv which made landings on TSUGEN SHIMA are now reembarked 
and will land on the HAGUSHI beaches. 

At this time G-2 estimates indicate that 66,000 Japanese troops were be¬ 
lieved to be present on OKINAWA and IE SHH1A. Of this number 49,000 are reported 
to be combat troops. 62,500 of these are estimated to be south of the 24th Corns 
lane. 


Our casualties as of 2400 on 10 April were reported as 3,195 of which 478 
are listed as KIA. 

On the. 12th enemy air raids against shipping and our positions on OKINAWA 
were heavy. About 25 Jap planes attacked during the night and.early morning and 
an estimated 175 enemy planes attacked between early afternoon and evening. Re¬ 
ports indicate that there were 17 separate raids in the afternoon. Considerable 
damage was inflicted on our forces as follows: Sunk - ABELS (AN 58). Damaged, but 
able to proceed under own newer - TENNESSEE (BB 43), CASSIN YOUNG (DD 793), STANLY 
(DD 478), PURDY (DD 734), ZELLARS (DD 777), JEFFERS (DNS 27), LINDSEY (DM 32), 

RIDDLE (DE 185), RALL (DE 304), GLADIATOR (AM 319)- Minor damage to a merchant 
ship whose rigging was hit. All of TF 58 at objective. Host have suffered air at¬ 
tacks: ENTERPRISE (CV 6), half electrical newer lost; ESSEX (CV 9) radar damaged, 

3 fuel tanks ruptured and forward gyro out from near bomb hit; HANK (DD 702) hit by 
suicider; BRUSH (DD 745), TAUSSIG (DD 746), HARRISON (DD 573), SPERRY, CHARLES S. 

(DD 697), BUCK (DD 666), HAILEY (DD 556), UCG0.TAN (DD 678), NORMAN SCOTT (DD 690), 
RS.5EY (DD 688). 

3 groups are scheduled to be at objective on the 13th. 

Incomplete reoorts indicate that in the neighborhood of 200 planes were de¬ 
stroyed by TF 58 and TF 51 during the day. Complete reports will follow. Our 
aircraft losses were relatively light. 

TF 57 struck SINCHIKU and KIIRUN airfields on FORMOSA. 17 planes are re¬ 
ported to have been destroyed plus 5 additional damaged. 

4 enemy submarines have been contacted; 2 by planes and 2 by ships. 1 of 
the contacts was developed by MOMSSSN (DD 798) in cooperation with the ?,!ERTZ (DD 691 ) 
with excellent results. Debris and oil was observed and CTG 58.4 (RAdm Radford) 
credits these 2 DDs with a kill of 1 submarine. 

4 

On the 12th 96 3-29s bombed the Musashino Aircraft Plant at TOKYO. They 
were escorted by 78 P-51s. Fighter opposition was reported meager with an esti¬ 
mated 50 enemy aircraft intercepting. P-51 claims were 11 enemy aircraft destroyed 
and 14 probably destroyed. B-29s claimed 3 destroyed and 4 probably destroyed. Ho 
B-29s were lost; however, 4 P-51s are reported missing. Results are described as 
being unobserved in the main due to poor weather conditions. 

141 unescorted B-29s destroyed the Hodogaya and ICoriyama chemical plants at 
KORIYAMA. 3 R-29s are missing from this mission. 

ComPhibsPac 260100 concerns UDT teams and rotation of UDT units. 
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12 Anril (C-uam datej i.Cont »d) 

Cincpoa Adv Hq 100442 (pink) requests information from Cora5thFlt relative 
to possibility of staging Photographic Liberators through OKINAWA for the ouroose 
of carrying out certain photographic coverage. 

Cincpoa Adv Hq 101141 refers to instances of attacks by friendly aircraft 
on friendly submarines and surface craft and requests disciplinary action be initi¬ 
ated in attacks of this nature, 

Cincpoa Adv Hq 101145 (pink) advises Com7thFlt that a sterilization date 
of 1 September is satisfactory for all mining jobs. 


Cincpac Adv Hq 101615 refers to rotation of CB personnel. 


CinCSiVPA 110114 relieves ComSoPac on 30 April of logistic support of all 
SWPA forces in the Northern SOLOMONS. 

ComPhibsGroup 13 110353 (pink) refers to accommodations for British aircraft, 
officers and men at SA!IAR Base. 

CTF 51 110545 refers to suggestions pertaining to air cover for radar pickets 

Cincpac Adv Hq 110706 (pink) advises ComMarOils not to send air strikes 
against YJAKE prior to the 19th of April in view of friendly submarine mission to be 
carried out in that area. 

Cincpac Adv Hq 110839 advises Cominch that steps are being utilized to the 
fullest extent to move personnel and cargo from rear areas to combat areas. 

CinCBPF 111021 (pink) refers to the withdrawal of the ILLUSTRIOUS to be 
sent to the United Kingdom for refit and further states that FORMIDABLE will relieve 
ILLUSTRIOUS about 13 April. 

Com5thFlt 111235 advises CTF 51 regarding disposition of surface units for 
maneuver in defense against air attack. 

Cominch & CN0 111830 advises that in view of the shortage of F4Us allocation 
of these aircraft to RNZAF for May and June cannot be made. 

CTF 51 112155 concerns special report of enemy air attacks during the night 
and early morning of 12 Aoril. 

Com5thFlt 120112 requests information from CoraAirPac as to the future esti¬ 
mate of planes and pilots available to TF 58. 

Cincpoa Adv Hq 120526 requests CinCSY/PA to continue strikes on southern 
FORMOSA air installations subsequent to retirement of TF 57 on the 13th. 

MacArthur 121118 answers JCS request for information concerning utilization 
of shipping in the Pacific Theater. 

CTF 51 121315 is Summary No. 24 of OKINAWA operations as of 1800 on the 12th, 

CinCSWPA's Chief of Staff and other staff members are scl 
tomorrow for conference ’with Cincoac-Cincpoa. 
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ii April (Guam date) 

Little progress was made on OKINAWA on the 13th. Resistance was intense. 

In the south, the 24th Corps is areparing for a strong offensive which is probably 
scheduled for the 19th. 

Air attacks were reported as being much lighter. No damage is indicated to 
our naval units during the past 24 hours. 3 additional casualties, however, are 
reported as results of the heavy air attacks on the 12th. LC5 33 was hit by a suicide 
plane and sunk. LCS 57 was hit by 3 suicide planes and suffered extensive damage. 

In return, however, this shin caused destruction of 4 enemy olanes, after which she 
returned to KERAMA E3TT0 under her orm power. 

PARCHE(SS384) on patrol off the E coast of HONSHU reports operations for the 
oast 5 days to include the sinking of. 1 DD, 2 small .IK, 1 large steam trawler and a 
station oicket. 

Amplified reoorts from CTF 5# (Adm Mitscher) state that on the 12th TF 58 
shot down 153 Jap planes; 62 by the OKINAWA CAP and the balance by planes over KEIKAI 
and AMAMI. 8 additional planes were destroyed on the .ground. On the 13th TF 58 re¬ 
ports observing only 1 airborne plane ’which was shot down. 12 planes were destroyed 
on the ground at AMAMI and KIIKAI and numerous small craft and barges were strafed. 
CTF 58 reports that from 18 March to 12 April inclusive TF 58 has destroyed 1281 
enemy planes, broken down as follows: 

914 airborne planes 
, 73 by ships' gunfire 

8Z(1 by our planes 
363 on the ground 

_4 suicides 

1281 

CTF 51 (VAdm Turner) reports that the total number of enemy planes destroyed 
by aircraft under his control to be 128. 

On the night of 13-14th 335 3-29s attacked TOKYO Arsenal. Bombing was carried 
out by rada.r and renorts indicate that a general conflagration resulted. Enemy air¬ 
craft opposition was generally slight. 

Following is a recapitulation of aircraft destroyed in the PQA since March 

18th: 


TF 58 

1294 

TF 51 

410 

TF 57 

64 

TF 93 

32 

TG 50.5 

4 

20th AF 

64 

TCTAL 

1868 


CTF 58 111108 covers report of attack by enemy aircraft during the after¬ 
noon of the 11th. 

CTF 57 121237 covers operations of the British carrier strike on FORMOSA 
on the 12th. 

CTF 58 121458 summarizes results of operations 12 April. 


-.Continued.- 
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13 April (Guam date;^Continudd) 




Cincpac Adv Hq 122308 withdraws censorship regulations regarding suicide 
attacks by enemy air force. 

Cine 00 a Adv Hq 122310 (pink) covers Warning Order for Phase m(c) of 
ICEBERG ClIYAKO JIMA). 

Cincpoa Adv Hq 122312 (pin]:) outlines areas at which units n m carrying 
out operations on OKINAWA will rehabilitate and prepare for next operation. 

Cincpoa Adv Hq 12231/p concerns certain Proposals for changes in the air base 
development program in the OKINAWA area. 

Com5th?lt 130141 requests CTF 58 to make a strike on the KYUSHU airfields 
when practicable. 

Cincpoa Adv Hq 130229 suggests to Con5thFlt that he do everything possible 
to expedite arrival of personnel and equipment to service air groups and improve 
airfields in the OKINAWA area. 

CTF 51 130825 is summary of OKINAWA operations as of 1200 on the 13 th. 

CTF 51 130340 summarizes an attack by probable pilot-controlled buzz bomb. 

Cincpoa Adv Hq 130935 requests strongest Practicable strikes to be carried 
out by CinCSWPA against FORMOSA airfields and installations. 

CTF 58 I 3 HI 4 covers summary of operations of TF 58 during the 13th 

CTF 51 131400 covers operations at OKINAWA as of 1800 on the 13th. 

Cincpoa Adv 131415 (pink) covers Army units to be employed in Phase III-c 
of ICEBERG. 


Certain CinCAFPAC Staff Officers arrived GUAM for conference with CinCPAC. 

No major ground action was reported during the 14th at OKINAWA. 


14 April (Guam date) 


Preparations continued for the landings on IE SHMA* 

NET YORK (BB 34) suffered considerable damage when a suicide plane crashed 
amidships. 

SlGSBEE (DD 502), while operating with TF 58, was hit by a suicide Plane 
which resulted in leaving only 1 engine operable and her steering gear out. The 
DD is in tow and a fleet tug has been detached to assist. 

TF 57 on the 13th bombed and strafed northern FORMOSA airfields meeting 
no opposition. The force was under attack by enemy aircraft 3 times during the 
day but no damage was suffered. During the 12th and 13th TF 57 destroyed 20 enemy 
aircraft and losses were reported as being light. 

On the night of 13-14th 303 B-29s dropped 2150 tons on the TOKYO arsenal 
area. Photographs on the 14th show the area largely obscured; however, 38 O acres of 
damaged area are visible. 7 B-29s are missing from this mission. or 1 1 

- Continued - 6D 1 



















14 Anril (Guam date)(Cont'd) 

Cominch & CNO 131641 and 131644 (pink) concern date for the seizure of 
BRUNEI BAY by CinCSWPA, and states that units of the 3ritish Pacific Fleet will 
probably be allocated for employment in this operation. 

CTF 51 132200 states that ComGen 24th Corps has been made responsible for 
attack of ground units by artillery, naval gunfire and air south of Corps boundary. 

ComGenPOA 140058 (pink) recommends effective date the 98th Divn sion be 
deferred to 1 June. 

Cincpac Adv Hq 140232 concerns shi ->s to be assigned and withdrawn from 
CoMinPac units. 

CTF 51 140655 covers Summary 27 as of 1200 on the 14th. 

Cincpoa Adv Hq 140026 (from General Kenney) directs Army air engineer to 
proceed immediately to OKINAWA to confer with Captain Painter relative to construc¬ 
tion of air strips thereon. 


Cinepoa Adv Hq 140829 (pink) concerns the mission assigned TARAWA. 


Cine -ac Adv Hq 140833 concerns employment of XE craft against targets in the \ 
SINGAPORE area. 


. 


Cincnoa Adv Hq 141210 (pink) advises of desire for expansion and acceleratioi 
of Naval Base, OKINAWA. 


CTF 51 141240 covers Summary No. 28 as of 1800 on the 14th. 




15 A:ril (Guam date) 


The landing on IE SHIMA is scheduled for tomorrow by 2 RCTs on the southern 
and southwestern beaches of the island. 

No major ground action was reported on OKINAWA on the 15th. In the south 
the 24th Corps is continuing its preparation for a drive with emnhasis being on 
the stockage of ammunition. Enemy casualties as of 2400 on the 13 th are as follows: ' 
9,108 KIA, 391 PC'.Vs. 

On the night of 13-14th B-29s burned out an additional 10.7 square miles 
of the TOKYO urban area. Photographs taken on the 15th show that a total of approxi¬ 
mately 28 square miles are now burned out in this area. On the night of 15-l6th 312 1 
B-29s made an incendiary attack on the KAWASAKI and TOKYO urban areas. Early reports 
indicate that a general conflagration existed in the target areas. 


TF 58 made fighter sweeps against southern KYUSHU airfields on the afternoon 
of the 15th. No report of the results of this sweep have been received. TF 58 has 
been reorganized eliminating TG 58.2. 

Co.mTraCarlonPac 080140 (pink) outlines his OpPlan for the FIREBREAK Opera¬ 
tion. 


CTF 51 131040 summarizes the existing situation insofar as shortage 
escort vess e 4 s I s concerned. 
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15 Anril (Guam date)^Jont*d) 

cincpac Adv Ho 14^:230 advises Com5thFlt that he is considering a request 
on the 20th AF to make an attack on OKINAWA in front of the 7th Division and requests 
his comment on practicability of such .an attack. 

Cincpac Adv Hq 150020 advises Coninch regarding his stand on the question 
of Naval oersonnel accepting private emoloyment while on liberty. 

Cincoac Adv Hq 150036 requests 20th AF to provide photographic coverage of 

southern KYUSHU airfields during the critical period of the ICE32RG Ooeration^ 

\ 

Cincmac Adv Hq 15'0040 concerns control of Air Support Units. 

Com5thFlt 150100 requests TF 58 to strike southern KYUSHU airfields on the 
15th or 16th. 


Com5thFlt 150120 requests fighters from TF 53 to make strikes against 
southern KYUSHU airfields. 

Cincpoa Adv Hq 150410 requests 20th AF to make strike against southern 
KYUSHU airfields on the loth. 

CTF 93 150620 (pink) directs CTG 93•4 to carry out P-51 strike on KYUSHU 
airfields. 

CTF 51 150700 covers Summary No. 29 as of 1200 on the 15th. 

Cincpac Adv Hq 150306 recommends certain DDs be sailed to the Pacific from 
the Atlantic in view of the severe attrition of the destroyer force during the 
OKINAWA Operation. 

Cincoac Adv Hq 150813 concerns preparation of KAPAI Camp for elements of 
the rear echelons of the 1st IkirDiv. 

CTG 93•4 (Brig.Gen. Moore) outlines his olan to sweeo KYUSHU airfields with 
P-51s based at IX JltA. 

CTF 51 151310 covers Summary No. 30 as of 1300 on the 15th. 

Com5thFlt 151413 advises Cincoac that it is not advisable to stage P-51s 
from ID JETA to KYUSHU and thence stage through OKINAWA in view of the large num¬ 
bers of ?,Marine fighters already based at OKINAWA. 

CTF 58 152027 summarizes results of operations fram 12 Aoril through 14 Apri]« 

Com5thFlt 152357 states that he does not desire at this time an attack by 
20th AF on targets at OKINAWA. 

CTF 51 160015 states that lending was made on IB SHIMA at 0800 against light 
opposition. 

CTF 51 160205 is flash summary of results of enemy air attacks on the morning 
of the 16th. 

Cincpoa Adv Hq 160251 authorizes release of the Slst Division to the opera¬ 
tional control of CINCAFPAC. 
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16 April (Guam date) 

A landing was made on the southern and southwestern beaches of If SHU Li 
at 0800 l(-9) on the l6th. 2 P.CTs from the 77th Div made the landing. Enemy re¬ 
action was light and the airfields were captured as of 1800. 

Ho appreciable change was reported in the 24th Corps southern line on the 
16th. The strong offensive is scheduled to commence on the 19th. 

A military government report as of 13 April states that 85,000 civilians 
were under our care at that time. 10,000 of these are in a civilian camp .and the 
remainder in 13 native villages. Ho large amount of communicable disease has been 
noted. 10,200 civilians have been treated by military government medical facilities. 

In heavy air attack on the morning of the 16th the following ship damage was 
incurred from suicide planes: PRIHGLS (DD 477) sunk. LAFFEY (DD 724) on radar 
picket station was under air attack for 2 hours continuously, shot derm 6 olanes, 
took 2 bomb hits and at least one suicide hit, and was able to retire to KZRA1L4 
under her own power. She finally had to accept a tow due to steering casualty. HCBS0M 
(DD 464) damage not stated, but can uroceed under own nower. BRYAUT (DD 665 ) hit 
in radar room but operable. BOV.'GRS (D3 637) had considerable fire damage, but can 
proceed under own power. HA3DIFG (DUS 28) had much damage forward, magisines flooded, 
can uroceed under own nower. LCS 51 holed and cannot back. She is reported to have 
shot dovm 6 planes and was being towed to KIRA.'LA with a plane sticking out of her 
at the waterline. LCS 116 badly damaged. LCI 407 damage not stated. TALUGA (AO 62) 
hit without serious damage. 

TF 50 in addition to conducting fighter sweeps over southern KYUSHU, main¬ 
tained CAP over OKINAWA and ALLAH, and conducted air support missions. The force was 
under air attack during the day. INTR3FTD (CV 11) took a suicider on the flight deck 
causing extensive fires and holes in both flight and hangar decks. Returns to fueling 
area with TG 58.1 to see if she can be made capable of sustained operations. 

IICD2RI.IUT (DD 677) was hit by a 5 inch shell which out forward fireroom out of action; 
she is ordered to ULITHI. 

TF 57 struck SAKISHELL fields as scheduled, observing little enemy activity. 
All airfields were bombed and left unserviceable. Continued strikes scheduled for 
today at SAKISHHIA and possibly northern FORMOSA. Retires to new fueling rendezvous 
tomorrow. 

TF 58 from 12-14 April supported OKINAWA operations, strafed, rocketed and 
burned hangars and buildings on TAT LGA SHELL and at KIKAI. During the two days 77 
airborne enemy aircraft were destroyed, including 1 suicide in the SIGS '33 (DD 502)• 
At KYUSHU on the 15th 29 enemy planes were shot down, 58 destroyed on the ground, 
and 60 damaged on the ground with 2 destroyed and 1 damaged at ALUKI. On the l6th 
maintained a 24 olane CAP over 0KIITA..A all day, a 12 plane CAP over ALLAH after 0930, 
sent 28 plane VF sweep to KYUSHU, flew air support, and sweet KIKAI. In the days 
operations so far renorted 216 enemy aircraft were destroyed: 

166 were shot do’.vn 
62 by OKINAWA CAP 
22 on KYUSHU sweep 
3 by Dumbo CAP 
15 by shiis gunfire 

64 by the force, .most near AUAMI and KIKAI. 

1 suicide (INTREPID) 

49 destroyed on the .ground 

21o - TOTAL 2 G I r 
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16 April (Guam date; (Coni’d) 


16th - 72 P-51s were over KANOYA, KANOYA 3. and KUSHIRA Fields from 1345 to 
to 1405 immediately after TF 58 planes, and found the tickings slim. They sighted 
only 15 airborne enemy aircraft, with very few on the fields'. No enemy planes°are 
reported shot down, but 1 was observed burning on the ground. 3 P-51s were lost, 
with 1 pilot reported being picked up by a sub, 1 missing, and 1 believed killed 
when his chute failed to open. 

Box score on enemy aircraft destroyed in the POA since 18 ■larch, as dis¬ 
played on the Conference 3oard: 


TF 58 

1663 

TF 51 

550 

TF 57 

34 

TF 93 

32 

TG 50.5 

5 

20th AF 

24. 


TOTAL- 2428 


On 17 April elements of the 8th US Array are scheduled to land on MINDANAO 
in the vicinity of MALABANG. Troops involved in the operation consist of the 10th 
US Corps (Reinf) which includes the 24th and 31st InfDivs. Total 8th Array troops 
for the operation are 49 , 209 . 

ComPhibsPac 151040 concerns recommendation that urgent repairs should be 
carried out by a se parate unit to be entitled "'Amphibious Salvage end Repair Squad¬ 
ron" to be assigned to the operational command of the joint expeditionary forces 
during amphibious attacks. 

. 

Cincpoa Adv Hq 160250 (pink) outlines proposal concerning action to be taken 
to implement the JCS directive concerning command in the Pacific and to expedite 
planning and areparation for the invasion of JAPAN. 

Cincpoa .Adv Hq 160252 advises ComGenPOA th-t for the present /army forces 
now under the control of CinCPOA will remain under Ms operational control except 
as may be directed by the Joint Chiefs of Staff. 

CTF 51 160300 covers Summary No. 31 as of 1200 on the 16th. 

Com5thFlt 160834 summarizes opinions after an inspection made by him on 
OKINAWA on the 14th. 

Com5thFlt 160347 recommends all out attacks on southern KYUSHU in order to 
cut down the effectiveness of the enemy mass suicide attacks. 

CTF 51 160945 covers a laudatory dispatch relative to shins which have been 
on radar picket duty. 

Cincpoa Adv Hq 165245 states that he assumes the Marine Mr Groups estab¬ 
lished ashore in the HYUKYUS have all the replacement pilots and aircraft that can 
be advantageously employed consistent v, r ith aircraft facilities presently available. 

Cincpac Adv Hq 161247 requests CinCST.TA to neutralize all FORMOSA fields 
subsequent to retirement of TF 57 on the 17th. 


ComPhibsPac 161250 concerns special recommendations regarding provisions 
for radar picket shins. 
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16 April (Guam date)(Cont*d) 

ComGen 10 161410 states that 10th Array Headquarters moves ashore at 
OKINAWA at 1200 on the 13th. 

CTF 51 161415 covers Summary No. 32 as of 1300 on the 16th. 


ComAAFSlTPA 16217+8 warns various units under his command relative to im¬ 
proper recognition procedures being carried out in the SKPA. 

Cine >oa Adv Hq 162251 assigns 7th Fighter Command units to the operational 
control of CTF 93. 


17 April (Guam date) 

The landing on IE SHIMA was accomplished and action on the 17th consisted 
of continuing scattered resistance. Our front line as of the afternoon of the 17th 
was approximately 2,000 yards east of the airfield. 

No change in the front lines of the 24th Corps on OKINAWA. 

During the day of 17 April no damage was inflicted on our forces by air 

attacks except for BH2JHAM (DD 796) which is operating vdth TF 53. A suicide plane 

crashed causing a near miss and inflicting some damage on this destroyer. 

On the 17th TF 58 destroyed 51 airborne enemy planes, majority of which 
were shot down over AMAJH GUNTO. 

CTF 51 (VAdm Turner) has submitted a revised total of enemy planes de¬ 
stroyed during the heavy air attack on the morning of the 16th. His total now 

has been raised from 37 to 131, broken down as follows: 55 by CAP, 62 by ships 
gunfire and 14 suicide crashes. 



B-29s numbering about 130 made attacks on southern KYUSHU airfields on 
the 17th. Very few enemy planes were observed on the fields and a moderate 
number of airborne enemy planes failed to intercept this force. 

Box score on enemy aircraft destroyed in the POA since 13 March: TF 58 - 
1716, TF 51 - 620 , TF 57 - 84, TF 93 - 32, TC- 50.5 - 5, 20 AF - 94; total - 2551. 

ComGen POA 162355 reports to CIKCAFPAC with Army forces and resources under 
his control as of this date and states that he expects to report in verson in MANILA 
about 20 April. 

CinCBPF 160755 concerns XE craft operations in the SINGAPORE .Area. 


ComAirPacSubComFord 170104 sets forth F4Us to be ferried to OKINAWA on 18 
and 19 April. 

DepCom20thAF 170245 (pink) states that 5,000 members of the 53th king ar¬ 
rived QUl Tr from INDIA without certain facilities and requests that effort be made 
to expedite movement of cargo vessels on which equipment is being shipped. 


CTF 51 170520 issues orders stating that in view of possibility of enemy TF 
arriving OKINAWA ships of T? 54 should deploy to the north and northwest so as to 
be in position to intercept. 2G 18 
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17 April (Guam date) (Corrt *d) 

Cinc]X)a Adv Hq 170529 concerns ABSD to be installed at OpNAWA. 

Cinc;x>a Adv Hq 170532 states that he concurs in the diversion of fleet sup¬ 
port facilities from SAMAR to the RYUKYUS and MARIANAS. 

Cincpoa Adv Hq 170557 (pink) summarizes status of air units either enroute 
to OKINAWA or scheduled for OKINAWA in the near future. 

CinCBFF 170647 & 170653 (pink) concern employment of that force in the 
BRUNEI BAY Operation. 

DepCom20th.’iF 170654 (pink) requests authority from Cincroa to base the 489th 
very heavy bombardment group and the 369 th service rrouo special on North Field 
TINIAN about 1 July. 

ComGenAirF"!FPac 170725 (pink) advises that certain ?.!arine Fighter Squadrons 
and Bomber Squadrons from HAW 1 report for duty to ComGenTEN. Readiness date at 
mounting point in the FHILIPPINTSS to be 1 June. 

DepCom20thAF 170725 advises Cincoac that beginning 18 April the 21st BomCom 
will -attack KYUSHU airfields with approximately 100 B-29s daily, weather remitting, 
and will continue so long as Cincpoa considers present emergency exists. 

Cincooa Adv 171155 (pink) outlines to CinCSi/iA information relative to cur¬ 
rent use of enemy air bases by Japanese forces in FORMOSA* 

DepCom20thAF 171251 states that daily photo coverage will be carried out 
of southern KYUSHU airfields until released by Cincpoa. 

Cincpoa Adv Hq 171310 (pink) requests comment from ComFwdArea relative to 
basing certain VLR wings plus FA'.Y 18 at TINIAN. 

Mac.Arthur 171505 advises Cine 00 a that 81st Division will be assigned to 
the 8th Army and requests Cincpoa to issue instructions to direct this Division 
to reoort at LEYTE* 
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18 April (Guam date) 


Preparations continue for the attack scheduled for 0o40 I on the 19th. The 
line-up for the attack from west to east is as follows: 

27th InfDiv - 106th and 105th Regts in assault 
96 th InfDiv - 331st and 332nd Regts in assault 
7th InfDiv — 134th and 32nd Regts in assault 

Elements of the 307th RCT from the 77th InfDiv will make a diversionary feint on 
the southeastern beaches at H/30. 

TF 53.7 (VAdm Lee) consisting of 3 BB and 5 DD were detailed for bombardment 
in support of the effort to be carried out on the 19th. 2 TGs operated in support 

of OKINAWA operations today and all 3 groups will support the operations tomorrow. 

TF 57 is replenishing this date. 

On the 17th a few enemy aircraft approached the OKINAWA area, 1 or 2 being 
shot down some distance from the target. On the 18th 3 raids approached from the 
west at about 1840 resulting in 2 twin engine enemy aircraft being shot down by 
night fighters about 30 miles west of the operating area. 

SEAC’TL (SS 405) sank a large I-Class submarine off V7AKE ISLAI'ID and possibly 
destroyed a sampan operating in the vicinity at the same time. 

The scheduled strike to be carried out by B-29s on the southern KYUSHU 
airfields on the 17 th was cancelled due to unfavorable weather report. 

A revised estimate of enemy aircraft destroyed in the POA since 13 March 
is set forth below: 


TF 53 

1779 

TF 51 

623 

TF 57 

34 

TF 93 

32 

TG 50.5 

5 

20th AF 

93 

Total 

2621 


CTF 51 160751 summarises enemy aircraft activity at OKINAWA on the l6th. 

Cincpac Adv Hq 171247 directs certain addressees to expedite repairs on al l 
escort vessels as expeditiously as possible in order to make them available for 
combat assignment. 

Cominch L CNO 171512 concerns substitution of Array garrison units in the 
■'ARSIIALLS by Naval and Marine units. 

ComGen 21 BomCom 130005 (oink) concerns the employment of the 316th VLR 
ViTing in the MARIANAS. 

Cincpac Adv Hq 130250 requests info mat ion from CinCSV.TA regarding the un¬ 
authorized visit of General Smith (5th Filter Command) to 0KLNAV/A. 

ConServFac 130301 (pink) states that if target date of 20 August for LONSPOM 
is to be met firm orders for shipments must be submitted not later than 1 May. 
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15 April (Guam date)(Cont'd) 


CTF 51 130645 covers summary 35 as of 1200 on the 18th. 

Com5thFlt 180647 concerns schedule of rotation for fast carrier task groups 
for rest and replenishment during current operations. 

Cincpoa Adv Kq 180653 (pink) concerns assembly of sDecial equipment for 
LGNGT0M and OLYMPIC operations. 

CTF 93 180713 concerns VIE escoi't of P-51s based at 1.70 JL.IA* 

ComGenAAFP0A 180720 (pink) advises Cincpoa that he has been directed to 
transfer certain fighter groups from the 7th AF to the 20th AF and requests con¬ 
currence. 


ComGen 21st BonCom 180800 (pink) covers his proposal to base certain VLR 
units on North Field TINIAN. 

GHQ SWPA 181010 (pink) summarizes the proposals of his representatives at 
a conference at Cincpoa Adv. Hq. and concurs in the proposals agreed to by them. 

CTF 51 131156 covers summary 36 as of 1800 on the 18th. 

Cominch & CHO 181432 (pin!:) outlines directive to ComNavGroup CHINA relative 
to future activities in the CHINA Theater. 

CTG 99.2 (HajGen I.fulcahey) 181516 (pink) concerns employment of shore based 
air force in the OKINAWA Area. 

Cincnac Adv Hq 131824 expresses appreciation to MacArthur for continued 
neutralization of FORMOSA airfields. 

CTF 53 182039 states that he does not desire to rotate TGs until such time 
as the shore based air force is ready to take over and TF 58 is relieved from direct 
support of the OKINAWA Operation. 

Cincpoa Adv Hq 132354 (pink) advises ComGenAAFPOA that it is his understand¬ 
ing that all Army fighter groups deployed in the POA will be under the operational 
control of Cincpoa unless otherwise directed by the Joint Chiefs of Staff. 

ComGen 21st BomCon 190025 states that daily bombing of KYUSHU will be con¬ 
tinued, weather permitting, until cancellation is requested by Cincpoa. 
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19 April (Guam, date) 


Report has been received that the troops jumped off in the 24th Corps sector 
early on the morning of the 19th. Ha.'ever, final results of the day’s action have 
not as yet been received. Intensive fire support was supplied in the area ahead 
of the 24th Corps by the following ships: 2 0B3, 2 CA,5 DD on the east; 4 OBB, 

3 CA, 5 DD on the west; 2 OBB, 2 CA, 5 DD supporting diversion; 3 B3, 5 DD (AM 
only) on east. Diversionaiy feint landing was carried out satisfactorily. 

For the third successive 24-hour period no damage has been reported as a 
result of air attacks. There were, however, two operational casualties: MOBILE 
(CL 63) suffered an explosion in the center gun. Turret No. 2} TOMAN (Dll 28) 
was reported grounded. 

SEMI ST (SS 408) reports scoring a hit in a 7,000-ton AK and another hit in 
an escort in the same locality - off ICtl 3UID0. 

SUHFISH (S3 231) on patrol off the east coast of HONSHU reports that she 
sank 1 large Haru, 1 gunboat and 1 large escort vessel. 

94 P-51s based at 1570 hit Atsugi airfield on the 19th. Reports indicate that 
about 50 eneny interceptors were observed, all being particularly unaggressive. 

21 airborne enemy planes were claimed destroyed; on the ground, 26 enemy planes 
were either destroyed of probably destroyed, and an additional 32 damaged. Our 
losses were 2 P-51s. Pilots from this sweep reported observing a large cargo ves¬ 
sel sink. It had previously been burning. 

A strike on KYUSHU scheduled to have been carried out by B-29s on the 20th 
was cancelled. However, an attack on airfields in the northern KYUSHU area and 
on SHIKOKU is scheduled for the 21st. 

Cominch & CHO 132020 (pink) states that it is his intention to allocate units 
of the British Pacific Fleet to Cl PCS.. A for the BRUNEI BAY Operation and he re¬ 
quests information as to the units required and the dates of assignment. 

Com7thFlt I 9 OO 56 (pink) concerns Com7thFlt request for provision of increased 
repair and supply facilities in CENTRAL LUZON. 

Cincpac Adv Hq 190222 ("ink) concerns the proposed meteorological conference 
and concurs that it should be held in Washington rather than in Nanila. 

Com5thFlt 190245 directs that rotation of carrier groups will not be placed 
in effect until the situation at 0KIIX.A relative to land based air force has im¬ 
proved. 

Cine poa Pearl 190359 ( pink) advises action addressees to initiate procurement 
and assembly of construction and other special equipment for the L0NGT0M Operation 
based on a target date of 20 August. 

CTF 51 190625 covers Summary No. 37 as of 1200 on the 19th. 

CinCBPF 190639 (link) advises certain British units of tentative employment 
of the BPF in the near future. 

Cincpoa Adv Ha 190641 (pink) requests the concurrence of the JCS relative to 
assembly of supplies common to both OLYMPIC and L0NGT01I regardless of the fact that 
either or both operations may be carried out. 

-Continued- 2622 











r> ^ 

19 Anril (Guam date) (Cont »d) 

Cincpoa Adv Hq 190332 (pink) concurs in cancellation of strike but requests 
continuation thereof as soon as weather remits. 

ComAA?S T .'JPA 191033 directs 5th AF to intensify attacks on FORMOSA airfields 
for maximum. possible neutralisation. 

10th Army 191132 covers summary of operations on OKINAWA as of 1200 on the 19th. 

CTF 51 191200 covers summary No. 33 as of 1300 on the 19th. 

Cominch & CKO 191317 (pink) concerns control of 7th Fleet elements required 
for the defense of the SftPA. 


20 April (Guam date) 

The scheduled attack on the morning of the 19th was carried out as per schedule 
and the front line as of the morning of the 20th had been advanced approximately 
1,000 yards on the right flank, no gain in the center and a gain of apprceduately 
1400 yards on the left flank. A portion of the Y0NA3ARU airfield had been seized. 

26 of our tanks were destroyed during the 24-hour period. Stubborn resistnace 
continues to be encountered on IS SHUIA. It is estimated that about 1,000 Japs 
remain on the island. IIo more changes are re sorted in the front lines. 

For the 4th consecutive 24-hour oeriod air attacks have been light and no 
damage is reported to have been inflicted on our ships. There were, however, 9 
small raids on the evening of the 19th. Most of the bogies made no attacks. 

250 B-29s are scheduled to make attacks on KYUSHU airfields tomorrow. 

On the 19th 63 B-24s bombed SHIKCHIKU airfield with results generally unob¬ 
served. 23 additional B-24s bombed TAIWAN airdrome on the same day. 

10th Array 191830 covers the summary of ground operations on OKINAWA during 
the 19th. 

Com7thFlt 200103 states that he reports to Cincpac for purposes of "Navy ad¬ 
ministration". 



Cincpoa Adv 200344 (pink) informs CinCSY/PA that it is not his intention to 
assume direct control of naval forces involved in the amphibious phases of the 
operations directed and to be conducted by CinCS./PA and outlines his reasons therefor, 

.CTF 51 200550 covers Summary No. 39 as of 1200 on the 20th. 

Cine pac Adv 200835 (pink) concerns recent instance of a Task Unit Commander 
requesting permission to divert a Jap hospital ship to a port to examine sane and 
states it is highly irregular procedure. 

Aedemeyer 200920 ( pin!:) concerns additional information received from French 
Army and Navy relative to cargo carried by "AKA ' ABU". 

ComGen 10 201045 covers OKIhilA ground situation as of 1000 on the 20th. 

CTF 51 201210 covers Summary No. 40 as of 1300 on the 20th. |!a>a.v 
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21 April (Guam date) 

During the night 20-21 April front lines on OKU JAVA regained relatively 
quiet though several strong attempts at infiltration ’.rere carried out against 
positions in the area of the 7th InfDiv. Gains of from 400 to 800 yards vrere 
made in the 24th Corps drive to the south. On II0T0BU PENINSULA last enemy pocket 
has been wiped out and organized resistance has ceased. 

The island of 13 SHIMA was secured on 21 April except for IEGUSUGU YAIiA* 
Casualties are reported as follows: 24th Corps, as of 20 April, 4,488 of which 713 
are ICL4; 3rd PhibCorps, as of 19 April, 1,395 of which 266 ICEA. 

TF 57 (British force) is retiring to LEYTE with an ETA of 23 April. 

216 B-29s bombed airfields and installations on KYUSHU on the 21st. Enemy 
aircraft opposition varied from none to slight. Photographs taken on the afternoon 
of the 21st show that 3 major fields in southern KYUSHU are inoperative. The 13 
airfields photographed contained 635 single engine and 215 tv/in engine aircraft. 
KAH0YA showed in excess of 200 planes. 

96 P-51s are scheduled to carry out an attack on Suzuku Airfield in the NAGOYA 
area on the 22nd. 

Cominch & CN0 191257 sets forth his ideas relative to the reorganization of 
CarDiv 7. 

DepCora20thAF 200635 (pink) states that the directive received by him to 
transfer certain fighter groups to the operational control of 20thAF was initiated 
by ComGen20thAF and not by the War Department. 

Cincpac Adv Hq 202252 covers request for Admiral Kinkaid to proceed to GUAM 
for conference. 

Cincpoa Adv Hq 202253 (pink) requests ComGenAAFPOA to clarify the proposal 
to transfer fighter units to the operational control of AAFP0A. 

Cine vie Adv Hq 202255 sets forth recommendations relative to a proposed draft 
covering terms of surrender to be submitted to the Joint Chiefs of Staff. 

Cincpac Adv Hq 210213 (pink) requests information from CinCAFPAC regarding 
mounting areas for divisions in the assault phase for the OLYMPIC Operation. 

Cincnoa Adv Hq 210214 advises Cominch that he desires JICP0A to remain under 
the operational control of CinCPOA. 

Cincpoa Adv Hq 210217 (pink) requests ComGenAAFPOA to comment on JCS paper 
regarding disposition of additional B-29 groups to be employed in the Pacific Area. 

ComGen 77th Div. 210/4/5 announces capture of IE SHIMA on the 21st. 

ComGenAAFPOA 210700 (pin!:) advises Cincpoa of his stand relative to conversion 
of B-24 groups. 

Cincpoa Adv Hq 210740 states his concurrence in proposal for 7thFlt submarines 
to assume responsibility for area south of 23—00 N and west of 122-00 E at a date 
to be determined by CoroSubPac and ConSubShPA. 

ComGenTen 211000 & 211630 cover operations summaries as of 1000 and 1600 re¬ 
spectively on the 21st. 2624£l<A L ^ 
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22 April (Guam date) 

Activity on OKINAWA durin - the day 22 April was devoted in the main to 
readjustment of the Corps front lines. Enemy resistance continues to be extremely 
heavy and little progress has been made. 

An air attack was reported on the OKINAWA Area comnencin ; at 1740 and ending 
at 1950. An estimated SO enemy aircraft attacked in 11 different raids; the 1st coming! 
from the north and the latter ones coming from the nest. 49 enemy aircraft were re¬ 
ported as being destroyed, 35 by the CAP, 10 by shiis gunfire and 4 suicides. 

CTF 51 reports that reconnaissance of the harbor near TAGUSHI on MOTOBU 
PENINSULA has been carried out and he plans to set up a boat wool there. 

TF 53 carried out strikes on AMAMI GUNTO, MIiLA.II and KIKAI during the period 
IS April to 22 April. From the 20th thru the 22nd planes from TF 5S destroyed 16 
enemy aircraft in the air and 10 on the ground, 6 of these by VF(H) and 8 by the CAP 
on the afternoon of the 22nd. 

94 P-51s attacked SUAUKA Airdrome SW of NAGOYA on the 22nd. It was reported 
that about 30 extremely unaggressive planes intercepted, 9 of which were shot down. 
SUZUXA and AK3T0GAHARA Airstrips were strafed resulting in 13 planes on the ground 
destroyed and 19 additional damaged. In the same sweep 4 shins were sunk by strafing 
1 of which was a 6-3,000-ton vessel which exploded. Our losses were 2 P-pls. 

The scheduled strike by B-29s on the KYUSHU airfields for the 23rd has been 
cancelled due to unfavorable weather forecast. 

Adm. S. J. King 141255 disapproves recommendation to increase the aircraft 
complement to be attached to Kaiser CVEs. 

ComAirPac 132154 discusses availability of 
and Array aircraft. 

Cincpoa Adv Hq 190223 advises De )Com20thAF 
B-29s should be limited to only emergency landings. 

ComAirPac 212110 discusses CVG program and recommends that CV BON H0M W 
AICHARD relieve :UTEtHRISE as the CV(N). 

Cine x>a Adv Hq 202250, ComFair./ing 1 212233 and CTF 94 220351 relate to 
control of search squadrons and tenders in the forward area. 

CTF 51 220530 covers Sum nary 43 as of 1200 on the 22nd. 

ComGen 10 221239 covers Operations Sum '.ary 61 as of 1200 on the 22nd. 

CTF 51 221315 covers Summary Z|4 as of 1300 on the 22nd. 

ComGen 10 221709 covers Operations Summary 62 as of 1700 on the 22nd. 

Fleet Adrairal Nimitz and members of his staff departed GUAM for OKINAWA. 


CVEs for lift of Navy, Marine 
that use of OKINAWA fields by 
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23 April (Guam date) 




There were no reported changes in the front line positions held by the 
24th Corps on 23 April. 




Mopping up on MOTOBU FENIN3ULA continued. Further details are re lorted 
on results of the air raid carried out on the evening of the 22nd; VfADSAORTH (DD 516 ) 
after near miss from suicide plane is fully operational; CORYELL (DD 547 ) hit in 
jackstaff by suicide plane which crashed alongside causing no damage; SEDERSTRQM 
(DE 31) had near miss with man overboard, recovered and no damage; SHEA (DM 30 ) and 
CROUTSR (DE 11) suffered no damage from near bomb misses; HUDSON (DD 475) hit by 
suicide Val which glanced off forecastle and caused no damage, only casualty 1 7/IA; 

I SHERWOOD - 27 KEA, 25 V/IA and 16 MIA: Si/ALIOV. r - 9 /IA, 2 MIA; LC3 15 - 13 MIA. 

No damage was reported to have been inflicted on our ships during the 23rd. 

BESUGO (SS 321) sank a German sub in the JAVA SEA, recovering 1 survivor. 

On the 22nd 94 B-29s carried out a strike against the southern KYUSHU 
airfields. 60 enemy aircraft were reported airborne, however attacks by enemy 
planes were unaggressive. 2 airborne enemy planes were probably destroyed and 4 
damaged. Bombing results were good to excellent, a number of hangars and other 
buildings being destroyed and runways thoroughly cratered. Photographs revealed 
a number of aircraft destroyed and/or damaged on the ground. 

Photographs of Atsugi Airfield on the 22nd shared 326 operational enemy 
aircraft plus 43 additional planes destroyed or damaged. 

A B-29 strike was scheduled to be carried out on the KYUSHU fields 
again on the 24 th but was cancelled due to unfavorable weather forecast, .bather 
permitting, B-29s will hit the KYUSHU fields on the 25th. 


CTF 51 230750 covers Summary No. 45 as of 1200 on the 23rd. 

CoimGenPOA 230147 (pink) covers simply requirements for the LONGTCM 
Operation. 

CTF 51 231125 covers Summary No. 46 as of 1300 on the 23rd. 

Cincpac via Com5thFlt 231221 states that it is expected that ComFair.,'ing 
ONE will request CTF 94 to provide squadrons or tenders needed for operations in 
the RYUKYUS. 


Cincpoa via Com5thFlt 231240 corrects Base Development Plan for OKI!IA.;A 
concerning squadrons scheduled for No. 8 Field. 


Com7thFlt 231322 (pink) advises Cincpac that the BRUY IE BAY operation 
is feasible without support of British Pacific Fleet Units. 


ComGen 10 231300 covers Summary No. 64 as of 1300 on the 23rd. 
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24 Aoril (Guam date) 


Little process was nade yesterday on the front lines of the 24th Corps. 

Up to 1200 on the 24th no enemy air attacks were carried out on our forces 
in this area. 

105 I3-29s bombed the Hitachi Aircraft Plant on the 24th. 523 tons were 
dropped from an altitude of 12-15,000 feet. Bombing results were described as ex¬ 
cellent. About 70 to d0 enemy aircraft intercepted malting what was described as 
230 moderately aggressive attacks. B-29s claimed having destroyed 13 and possibly 
destroying 18 additional. 5 B-29s were lost or are missing on this mission. 2 were 
lost to enemy action over the target, 2 planes ditched and 1 crashed at IhO while 
attempting a landing. 

The tentative B-29 strikes on KYUSHU fields scheduled for tomorrow have 
been cancelled because of weather. 

Cincpac Adv Hq 232303 (pink) advises Cominch of Admiral Ivinkaid's reply 
to a que'fcy by Cincpac relative to employment of units of the BPF in the BRUNEI BAY 
Operation. 

ComServBac 240223 (pink) advises Cincpoa that bulk petroleum deliveries 
to P0A in May and June will be considerably below requirement s and will result in 
critically low inventories during the latter oart of June. 

CinCAFPac 240600 (pink) outlines his proposal relative to release to CinCAF- 
Pac of the operational control of Headquarters Army Forces, P0A effective 1 May. 

GHQ S7PA 240605 states his views regarding employment of BPF in the BRUNEI 
BAY Operation. 


CTF 51 240630 covers Summary Mo. 47 as of 1200 on the 24th. 

Cincpac Adv Hq 240838 (pink) advises Cominch of the survey of airfield sites 
on OKINAWA and makes recommendation to cancel Phase III-c and divert facilities 
originally set up for that operation to the OKINAWA Area. 

Com5thFlt 241210 directs that his rotation urogram for TF 58 be placed in 
effect commencing 27 April. 


Cincpac Adv 241319 (pink) directs ComPhibsPac to further direct 3rdPhibFor 
to initiate detailed planning for the amphibious '.phases of operation LONGTOIand 
states that' he assumes troops will consist of a Field Array including the 5thPhibCorps. 

Cincpac Adv Hq 241316 recommends that RAdm M.R. Greer be ordered to report 
as CoraFair.Jing 18. 

Cine'■ac Adv Hq 241340 outlines to CTF 93 (Maj.Gen. Hale) that offensive 
operation for 1.70 based fighter aircraft be used as escorts for VLR strikes or as 
independent strikes on KYUSHU airfields. 

Cominch & CNO 241501 (pink) states that the anticipated attempt by enemy 
cruisers to return from the SIIIGLli'GRk Area to the 3npire may make it practicable 
to utilize the BPF in operations against this possible eventuality. 


ComGen 10 241515 advises 
his Corps for 10th Army Reserve. 


ComGen3rdKhibCor is to desi nate a division from 
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April (Guam date)(Cont*d) 


Fleet Admiral Nir.iitz and party returned from OKINAWA 
of the 24th. 


25 April (Guam date) 


on the afternoon 




Limited gains were wade by the 24th Corps throughout the day on the 24th. 
Some high ground was captured and T/JTABURU was taken. Reconnaissance of TSUGEU 
SHHL4 was completed on the 23rd. 31 Japanese were killed and 356 civilians were 

captured and are being moved to OKU!A. A. 


The 1st JIarDiv has been assigned to Army reserve as of 1145 I 24 April, 
with 1 RCT to be available on 12 hours notice. Enemy casualties for the operation 
as of OoOO I on the 25th: 21,269 Icilled, 399 PONs. 115,000 civilians are under 
llilitary Government control. 

From 1200 I on' the 24th until 1600 on the 25th there were no enemy air 
attacks. Heavy rains made Kadena Airfield inoperative for 24 to 40 hours. 

3-29 strike and also a F-51 fighter sweep are scheduled for the KYUSHU 
area on the 26th. 

ComCruDiv 0I!E 172101 (pink) sets forth his OpFlan for the FIR2BREAK Operation 

Marshall 241613 refers to civil censorship program for the P0A with a view 
to transferrin:; of certain primary responsibilities from Cincpoa to CinCAFFAC. 

Cominch 242220 concerns monthly troop movements from the European Theater to 
the FKEJPPIH3S via PANAMA CANAL. Also states that it is proposed to move from 
60,000 to 30,000 troops per month for a period of about 4 months. 


Com5thFlt 250035 requests CTF 53 to inform CTF 93 is a strike by the former 
is contemplated. 

ComllarGilsArea 250319 concerns petition of Marshallese residents to be made 
protectorate 6f the United States. 

CTF 57 250437 (pink) states that unJ.ess otherwise ordered he intends to 
proceed from LEYTE on 1 May with TF 57 and continue strikes on the SAKISHMLl GUHT0 
commencing 4 May.. 

IlacArthur 250533 (pink) covers the composition of the assault force con¬ 
templated for the OLYMPIC Operation. 

Mac Arthur 250313 (oink) concerns stagin •• of 1 division from FCA in the 
lillLIPPIIES. 

Cincpoa Adv. Hq. 251339 (pink) sets forth plans regarding rehabilitation 
of 24th Corps and 1st IlarDiv at OKMAV/A and the 6th MarDiv either at GKINAhA or 
GUAM. 
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26 April (Guam date) 






Slight advances were made on the 2oth and elements of the 27th Division 
were reported to have reached the north end of Machinato Airfield. 

TG 52.1 is scheduled to depart tomorrow for a ten day breather at IIT.TTHT. 

Up to midnight on the 25th there were no enemy air attacks although several 
enemy planes approached the transport area early on the morning of the 2oth. 

212 B-29s escorted by 31 p-51s hit targets in the KYUSHU area on the 2oth. 
feather was very poor and the P-51s had difficulty reaching the target. 6 of the 
P-51s plus the pilots are missing. Ho 3-29s are missing from this mission. 

Enemy aircraft destroyed in the POA since 13 I larch: 


TF 52 

1310 

TF 51 

. 626 

TF 57 

29 

TF 93 

30 

TG 50.5 

5 

20th AAF 

132 

Total 

2742 


ComSoPac 132345 outlines the escort policy to be carried out in the SoPac 

Area. 

ComAirPac 230015 concerns long range planning for formation and movement of 
air groups and squadrons. 

ComGon'fesPacBaCom 242321 states that effective 25 April the Western Pacific 
Base Comi.iand was activated. 

ComOen 10 250230 (pink) summarizes results of reconnaissance with Capt. 

Painter regarding construction of airfields at 0KENAL7A. 

CincPOA Adv Hq 250653 states that shipping strikes contemplated by CTG 50*5 
are not desired at this time until shore based fighter groups are set up in the 
RYUKYUS to permit reduction of demands on fast carriers and escort carriers. 

Cominch c. CN0 251631 (pink) sets forth concurrence by JGS in deferring the 
"IYAK0 Operation and in recommendation to divert the resources presently set up for 
IYAKG to OiailAWA. 

Cincpoa Adv. Hq. 260115 (pink) advises all commands that Phase III-C has 
been deferred. 

Cincpoa Adv. Hq. 260229 (pink) answers MacArthur 1 s despatch relative to 
assignment of ComOenFOA to his operational control and discusses Basic Logistical 
Plan for Command Areas involving Joint Array and Ilavy Operations. 

CTF 51 260400 covers Summary 49 as of 2/(00 on the 25th. 

Cincpoa Adv 260504 (pink) outlines rehabilitation program for the 3rdPhibCorps 

Cincpoa Adv 260742 (pink) concerns current requirements of CinCPOA for 
heavy bombers. 
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26 April (Guam date)(Cont'd) 


Cincpac Adv I-Iq 260338 sets forth review of status of Japanese Fleet as 
evidenced by photographic coverage* 

Cincpoa Adv Hq 260840 concerns replacement aircraft to be supplied to 
HAC- 31 and HAG 33 at OKEHATiA. 

Cominch 261340 (pink) concerns shipping requirements for employment in 
the Atlantic subsequent to VE-Day. 

Cincpac Adv Hq 261345 (pink) advises Cominch that after conferences with 
Com7thFlt (Adm. Kinkaid) he believes that .3.'JUTHI 3AY Operation can be carried out 
without the assistance of the EPF but that British carriers could be used advanta¬ 
geously in striking airfields on southern BORNEO. 

CinCSWPA 261442 (pink) clarifies the "follow up" forces contemplated for 
the OLYMPIC Operation. 

27 April (Guam date) 

No gains of any particular significance were reported during the 27th. 

The advance was slow and resistance from scattered strong points was reported as 
being exceptionally heavy. 

The administrative and tactical command of E olilHA was turned over to 
the Island Commander (Brig.Gen. Thomas) on the 26th. 

HUTCHINS (DD 476) was hit by a suicide boat during the early morning of 
the 27th. She is, however, able to proceed under her own power. RALPH TALBOT 
(DD 390) was hit aft by 2 suiciders but Proceeded to I33RAMA for docking. RATHBURH3 
(APD 25) was also liit by a suicider. Damage was reported as not severe. CANADA 
VICTORY (AKE) anchored off OKINAWA was hit by a suicider and sank in 10 minutes. 

The damage reported above was the result of about 3 raids in which approximately 
25 enemy aircraft participated. At least 8 enemy aircraft were destroyed. 

On the 27th 110 B-29s hit 6 southern KYUSHU airfields with results de¬ 
scribed as excellent. 2 3-29s were lost on this mission. 



Box score of enemy aircraft destroyed in the PQA since 18 Harch: TF 53 - 
1810, TF 51 - 637, TF 57 - S9, TF 93 - SO, TG 50.5 - 5, 20th AF - 138j total 2759. 

ComGen 10 260313 (pink) states that he is assembling the 77th Div on CHINA' :A 
after which the 96 th Div will be released to proceed to a rear area for a rest. 

He further states that lie will remove the 27th Div to the north and employ the 3rd 
Phib Corps on the right _ of the 24th Corps. 

CTF 56 261120 outlines the eneiry estimated strength on KUT3 and discusses 
the troops required to effect a landing thereon. 


Cominch 261423 sets forth the CarDiv reorganization 

ComGen 10 261700 covers operations summary 6? as of 

Cominch 261752 approves the to rum for ComSoPac to 
heretofore performed by ComAirSoFac. 


effective 1 May. 

1800 on the 26 th. 
assume the duties 
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27 April (Guam date) (,uont 'd) 

Cominch & CNO 262227 (pink) states that 3FF .all not participate in the 
3RUHJSI operation and will continue under Cine ac's operational control, 

Cincpoa Adv 2700lit (pink) approves the employment of the 41st Photo Recon¬ 
naissance Squadron in the forward area, 

Com5thFlt 270139 approves the tentative schedule of employment of CTF 57, 

•Cincpoa Adv 270334 (pinic) concerns requirements for the LONGTGM Operation 
as outlined by ConOenPOA. 

Cincpoa Adv 270423 (pinic) advises Com5thFlt that the fast carriers and 
escort carriers will be released as soon as possible from their present employment. 

Cincpoa Adv 270433 (pinic) advises units in the forward area that it is 
possible an impending air attack on bases in the LiARIAIJAS and Aestem CAR0LIH3S 
may develop originating from TRUK or MARCUS. 

ComGen 10 270349 covers operations summary 63 as of 1700 on the 27th. 

Cincpac Adv 271133 advises CinCSWPA ox certain shipping available for lift 
of personnel and material forward from rear areas. 

Cincpoa Adv 271253 outlines areas of responsibility relative to SS operations. 

Com7thFlt 271329 delineates the dividing line between the SUP Sea Frontier 
and the Philippine Sea Frontier. 

O'*" rr*#' 

23 April (Guam date) 

Cn the night 27-2Sth the CKUIA'.JA area was subjected to air raids from 2040 
to 2315 with an estimated 50 enemy ircraft participating. Ho dama e v/as suffered 
by any of our ships. About 10 enemy aircraft were shot den/n by ships AA and 7 by 
shore AA. In the afternoon on the 23th planes from TF 53 shot down 12 enemy fi ;hters 
over OKIMA'iA and likeid.se the CAF operating ver KIXAI JIHA destroyed IS additional 
planes. 


CTF 53 reports losses from 13 March to 25 April inclxisive as 116 oilots, 40 
aircrewmen in combat, 33 pilots, 17 aircrewnen aid 1 co: oat photographer operational¬ 
ly. Ho information on Yaounde d. On ships, 433 1CEA, 71 i HA, 997 WIA* 

ICadena airfield, though muddy, is now operational for daylight activity. 

CG’IFC.tT (AH 6) reported at 2050/28 that she was abandoning s’nip. At 2110 
she reported her position as 127-39 3 25-30 13, that she has been bombed and needed 
assistance. At 2130 she reported she was proceeding under her own 'ower and would 
report damage 3Later. Five linutes later CTF 51 directed her to proceed darkened 
while under escort, and told 2 ATR’s to return to previous duty. At 0510 this morn¬ 
ing (2 9th) a despatch was intercepted from CTF 51 directing Cub’ORT to Proceed to 
GUAM escorted by T. 2. FRASER (D.. 24). 

At midnight 2S-29th a single Jap plane attacked the drydocks at Ai !US inflict- 1 
ing a certain amount of damage on an ABSD. Ships in the dock were not hurt and there 
were no personnel casualties. 
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23 A'-ril (Guam date)(Cont’a) 


On the 2oth at 1120 an enemy reconnaissance plane (liyrt) was shot down by 
F4Us at 29,000 feet near ULITIII. The plane iiad been detected about 48 miles out 
• and the F4Us were vectored into position and shot this .'lane dorni 17 miles from base, ■ 

At TRUK on the 20th 12 3-24s hit PARAH ISLAHD with 10 tons at 0600 putting 54 
of 360 100 pounders in the target area, and an additional 150 within 2000 feet of 
the designated point of impact, 4 single engine float planes took off from Dublon 
seaplane base and headed north, and the 4 engine seaplane was still at the base, 15 
harbor craft 'were around Dublon. 

KYUSHU fields were bombed by 20 3-29s on the 28th, 

ConGenAAFPOA 230613 (pink) covers current requirements of Cincpoa for heavy 
bombers in the MARI HAS and at OKI HA'./A. 

Cincpoa Adv 230712 advises DepCom20thAF that an attack by 1 squadron on each 
of 6 airfields '.dll constitute an appropriate effort against targets at ICIUSHU. 

MacArthur 281043 states that he will assume responsibility for classification 
of operating zones in the area south of 23 H and west of 122 E effective 29 April, 

MacArthur 281045 (pink) requests information regarding the availability of 
freight supply vessels, 

Cincpac Adv 281415 requests CINCSHPA to take action to insure that AAF UFA 
will not operate northeast of FORMOSA without prior authorization from Cincpoa, 

Cincpoa Adv 281417 advises CT7 93 (Haj.Gen. Hale) that it is agreeable to 
strike TOKYO with P-51s on 30 April, 

Cincpoa Adv 231424. advises DepCom20tliAF and ComGenAAFPOA that when fighters 
of TF 93 are used to escort VLR flights, operational control of the fighters should 
be passed to the 20th AF for the duration of the operations. 


29 April (Guam date) 

No ground activity of any particular significance was reported on the 29th, 

Naval forces and troops in the OKINAWA area were subjected to heavy enemy air 
attacks on the 28-29th from early afternoon until early morning of the 29th, Approxi¬ 
mately 200 enemy aircraft attacked in an estimated 44 raids. The daylight CAP made 
successful interceptions of the majority of the attacks before they reached the radar 
pickets. No eneny aircraft reached the transport area until after dark, 80 eneny 
planes were reported shot down during the daylight hours. After 1900 there were 
numerous torpedo, bombing and suicide attacks carried out against sill types of ships 
throughout the area. 19 enemy aircraft were shot down and 5 planes crashed making 
a total of 24 subsequent to 1900 or a grand total of 104 for the day. 

The results of damage to our shipping from mid-afternoon on the 28th to early 
morning of the 29th summarized as follows: PINCKNEY (AFH 2) hit by suicider starting 
serious fire. Gutted amidships and engine room flooded. 25 patients killed, WADS¬ 
WORTH (DD 516) slightly damaged. BENNI0N (DD 662) slightly damaged. DAII (DD 519) 
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29 April (Guam date)(Cent'd) 


extensive topside damage. TWIGGS (10 591) - extensive topside damage. LCI 580. 

Slight damage. COMFORT (AH 2), hit during these attacks reports all compartments 
above main deck amidships from frame 66 to 110 demolished. Interior control out. 
Casualties:’29 dead (including 6 patients), 1 missing, 33 seriously injured. WICHITA 
(CA 45) has small underwater damage from 5 inch shell. LCS 37 received minor damage 
in sinking suicide boat reported previously. 

19 additional suicide boats were reported destroyed. 

HAGGARD (DD 535) and HAZ™»D (DD 531 ), operating with TG 58.4 (RAdm Radford) 
were hit by suiciders on the evening of the 29th. Both are under tow to KERAMA RETTO. 

B-24s carried out heavy strikes on TRUK on the 28th and 29th. In addition 2 
PB4T's on a special mission severely damaged a 400-foot floating drydock in the TRUK 
LAGOON. 

B-24s also bombed MARCUS on the 29th. Results were not reported. 

On the 29th 106 B-29s attacked the southern KYUSHU airfields with excellent 
results. 2 B-29s were lost on this mission. 

CTF 51 280020 summarizes heavy air attacks on the OKINAWA Area on the 28-29th. 

ComGenPOA 281000 recommends that the 223rd Field Artillery Bn be moved with 
the 81st Division to the PHILIPPINES Area. 

Cincpac Adv 290203 advises Com5thFlt of the revision of areas of responsibility 
for search and reconnaissance. 

Cincpac Adv 290819 outlines procedure to be carried out by hospital ships in 
the combat areas and during retirement therefrom and entrance thereto. 

Cincpac Adv 290830 (pink) answers Cominch dispatch relative to redeployment 
of APs to the Atlantic Theater subsequent to VE-Day. 

Cincpoa Adv 290835 concurs in deferment of reconnaissance of KUME until situr- 
ation at OKINAWA is clarified. 

GHQ SWPA 290952 concurs in the exchange ofVPB 106 for VPB 109* 

Cincpoa Adv 291225 (pink) requests Cincpoa Pearl to prepare a revised Base 
Development Plan for IE SHIMA and OKINAWA. 


CTF 51 290400 covers Summary No, 52 as of 2400 on 
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30 April (Guam date) 




Fragmentary report was received from forces at OKINAWA stating that the 
Machinato Airfield had been secured. 

TF 53 carried out strikes on AMAHI GUNTO on the 29th. 33 enemy planes were 

destroyed. 

Slight additional damage to ships has been reported as result of raids on 
the 28th and 29th. BUTLER (DUS 29), SHANNON (DM 25) and the merchant ship HALL 
YOUNG were all hit by suicide planes and all suffered minor damage. 

TF 57 consisting of 4 CVs, 2 BBs, 5 Cruisers and 14 DDs departed LEYTE for 
the fueling area. 

On the 30th 63 B-29s carried out strikes on KYUSHU airfields* Strike sched¬ 
uled for tomorrow on KYUSHU fields by B—29s has been cancelled. 

Cincpoa Pearl 292154 advises CinCSWPA that power barge "ELECTRA" is not 
available for transfer to liANILA. 

Cincpoa Adv 300208 (pink) enumerates certain garrison forces which were 
formerly to be employed in MIYAKO but now will be deployed to OKINAWA. 

CTF 51 300330 covers summary 53 as of 2400 on the 29th. 

» 

ComFwdArea 300541 directs Island Commander HI 0 JIMA to take immediate steps 
'to safeguard present temporary ammunition storage. 

Cincpoa Adv 300549 concerns assigned missions of bases in the Central Pacific 

Cincpac Adv 300613 states that he prefers the ENTERPRISE to be employed in 
the combat area during May and return to Navy Yard for overhaul about 1 June. 

Cincpoa Adv 300614 states that he has not authorized the establishment of any 
regular passenger service by NATS or ATC between the MARIANAS and the RYUKYUS. 

Cincpac Adv 300615 directs ComFwiArea to transfer VPB 106 to ComVthFlt in 
exchange for VPB 109. 

Cincpoa Adv 300655 directs ComAirPac to transfer VPB 123 to ComFwdArea and 
to transfer VPB 116 to ConffthFlt. 

Cincpoa Adv 300659 concerns recommendations made by Cincpac relative to 
an explosion on the Island of IWO JIMA. 

MacArthur 301221 covers new search to be flown by SWP search planes. 

Cincpoa Adv 301332 (pink) advises CcmGenAAFPOA that the 1st strips for VLR 
in the RYUKYUS are estimated to be ready 15 August and 15 September. 

Cincpoa Adv 301325 (pink) covers recommendation to initiate a deception plan 
to cover activities and movements of all Army and Marine Divisions rehabilitating 
in the Pacific Theater. 

Cincpoa Adv 301333 (pink) concerns liaison between Cincpoa and 20th AF 1 raja** 
tive to mapping photography. c b.. 

Cominch 301454 suggests maximum utilization of LCTs,LCMs and LSMs in-order to 
handle the unloading problem in the forward areas. m 
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1 May (Guam date) 


On the 30th the 77th InfDiv took over the responsibility of the area 
formerly held by the 96 th InfDiv and the 1st MarDiv is now in the process of 
taking over the section held by the 27th InfDiv. 

Military government officials report that at the end of April 110,000 
civilians were under their care* 

Enemy aircraft attacks in the OKINAWA area were light on the 30th* 

A landing on TARAKAN off the northeastern coast of BORNEO was effected 
1 May® Only slight opposition was reported and operations and unloading are 
proceeding satisfactorily. 

A landing was made on AGRIHAN on the 1st in an effort to locate possible 
survivors of a B—29 crash. No survivors were found. However about 70 natives 
including 4 Japs were located on the island. 

93 P—51s (IWO JIMA based) were over TOKYO on the 30th about noon. Only 

7 airborne enemy aircraft were sighted. Weather was poor and little damage was 
done to aircraft installations. None of our planes were reported lost. 

ComGenPOA 300145 (pink) concerns request to the War Department relative 
to service units for HYPOCRITE (JAPAN). 

8 Wedemeyer 301150 (pink) requests air assistance from MacArthur stating 
that the Japanese have been advancing westward in the YELLOW RIVER VALLEY. 

Cincpoa Adv 302255 (pink) advises that 2 VLR groups can be received in 
the OKINAWA area by 15 August and 2 by 1 September. Further states that it is 
not feasible to deploy additional group at TINIAN without interference with sup¬ 
port of other activities. 

ComFwdArea 010135 covers ammunition and explosive storage facilities in 
the forward area. 

Cincpac Adv 010144 (pink) states that four strips for VLR are estimated 
to be ready in the OKINAWA Area on 15 August, 1 September, 15 September and 15 
October. 

Cincpoa Adv 010226 (pink) advises ComGenPOA of cancellation of certain 
letters and assumes CINCAFPAC and ComGenPOA will submit requests for space needed 
in the MARIANAS for support of Any units* 

Cincpac Adv 010507 advises CTF 51 that a destroyer within 1 mile of a 
hospital ship might be construed by the enemy as being an escort and states his 
desire that normally covering destroyer should be approximately 3 miles astern. 

Cincpoa Adv 010533 requests information from ComGenAAFPOA as to his long 
range plans for movement of replacement Army aircraft to the forward area. 

IsCom IWO 01073^ answers ComFwdArea request for information relative to 
the ammunition dump explosion night of 25-26 April. 
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1 May (Guam date)(Cont'd) 

Cincpoa Adv 010759 concurs in retention by CINCSWPA of a Marine Air Group 
headquarters and 1 squadron of MAG 25 further stating that the other squadron of 
MAG 25 may be needed in June or July on short notice but is available for use in 
SWPA until further notice* 

Marshall 010600 (pink) refers to directive issued concerning control of 
Amy forces and resources in the Pacific* 



2 May (Guam date) 

During the early morning of 2 May elements of the 7th InfDiv carried out 
a night attack reporting gains up to 1400 yards. Early on the morning of 2 May 
the 1st MarDiv and the 77th InfDiv launched a coordinated attack resulting in an 
advance of about 300 yards along the front* There were no hostile air attacks re¬ 
ported in the RYUKYUS area up until 1500 on the 2nd* Poor weather hampered air 
support missions throughout the day. 

Emergency landing strip at IE SHUIA is now operational. It is reported to 
be 75 feet by 4400 feet long. 

On the 1st and 2nd strikes were carried out on both MARCUS and TRUK by 
about 10 to 15 planes each day* 

Com3rdFlt 292121 (pink) requests assignment of MISSOURI as Com3rdFlt's 
flagship and further that it be available to receive Com3rdFlt and staff at GUAM 
about 18 May, 

GHQ SWPA 291149 (pink) concerns assignment of Army forces in the Pacific 
Theater to CINCAFPAC. 

Cincpoa Adv 010525 (pink) directs ComFwdArea to move ground echelon of one 
P-6l night fighter squadron from IWO JIMA to IE SHIMA. 

ComGen24thCorps 010810 outlines instances of friendly combat planes bombing 
and rocketing friendly troops within the lines of the 24th Corps. 

GHQ SWPA 011410 requests Maj.Gen. Leavey be made available for assignment as 
Chief of Staff to Lt,Gen* Styer who will soon assume logistic command of AFPAC* 

Cincpac Adv 020012 (pink) concerns studies completed by Com3rdFlt relative 
to future operations. 

Cincpac Adv 020020 advises ComWesSeaFron of certain APA's to be made avail¬ 
able to him for lift to SWPA. 

Cincpac Adv 020213 (pink) concerns proposed implementation of the BLUEBIRD 
coverage plan. 

CTF 58 020251 advises Com5thFlt that he does not recommend fighter sweeps 
against KYUSHU until completely relieved of the responsibility for the defense of 
OKINAWA. 

Cincpoa Adv 020538 advises ComGenPOA of the number of casualties evacuated 
by Naval Air Evacuation Group from OKINAWA. 


- Continued 


2636 














2 May (Guam date)(Cont’d) 

Com5thFlt 020643 directs CTF 58 not to make fighter sweep against KYUSHU, 

CTG 50,5 020303 advises CTF 51 that VPB 109 can be accomodated at Yontan 
without disruption of maximum fighter operations, 

DepCom20thAF 020917 (pink) advises Cincpoa that decision has been made to 
deploy the 316th VLR Wing to OKINAWA. 



ComWesSeaFron 021846 states that he will^require all the APA’s offered in 
Cincpoa dispatch of 2 May and that he will advise definitely as to his requirements 
on 3 May. 



3 May (Guam date) 

Activities on 0KINA?/A on the 3rd follcwed the same pattern as for the 
past few days. Our attacks were met with severe resistance throughout the front 
lines. 

In air raids yesterday afternoon several suicide attacks scored on ships 
in the radar picket stations. Beginning at 1820 an estimated 20-25 eneny aircraft 
approached from the southwest in 4 raids, apparently from FORMOSA or CHINA bases. 
The CAP shot down 4, ships were credited with 4 more and 9 made suicide hits. The 
following ships were hit by suiciders: AARON WARD (DM 34) after shooting down two 
planes was hit by 5 suiciders and is in serious danger of sinking; LITTLE (DD 803) 
was sunk; MACOMB (DMS 23) hit, damage not reported; LCS 25 hit, damage not reported; 
LSM 195 sunk. 

CTF51 has changed his radar picket stations to positions closer to land 
cover in order to attempt to obtain protection from land shadow. 

CTF 57 resumes attacks on SAKLSHIMA today. 

Reports from submarines are as follows: PICUDA (SS 382) reports attacking 
a convoy on the 27th in the YELLOW SEA without results except for a possible hit 
on an escort. TREPANG (SS 412) reports sinking a destroyer early the morning of 
the 4th in the YELLOW SEA. RATON (SS 270) sank a 6000 ton gas loaded tanker also 
in the YELLOW SEA. SPRINGER (SS 414) sank a DD on the 2nd and a DE on the 3rd in 
the YELLOW SEA. 

On the 3rd 66 B-29s bombed KYUSHU airfields with results reported as good. 
Also on the 3rd, 6 PB4Ys attacked the KANOYA Airfield from 100 feet altitude. 3 
twin engine aircraft were reported destroyed. Crews observed very little evidence 
of a concentration of enemy aircraft in the KANOYA Airfield area, many revetments 
being reported as empty. 

On the night of 3rd-4th 87 B-29s mined the SHIMONOSEKI STRAITS, KOBE Area. 

Box score of eneny aircraft destroyed in the POA since 18 March is as 
follows: TF 58 - 1,895; TF 51 - 769; TF 57 - 89; TF 93 - 80; TG 50.5 - 11; 20th AAF 
402; TF 94 - 1. (Note: 20thAAF total has been increased by about 170 thru late 
reports from photographs of eneny aircraft destroyed in KYUSHU attacks since 17 
March)* Total of figures shown above - 3,247 eneny aircraft destroyed. 
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3 May (Guam date)(Cont'd) 


Cominch & CNO 022IID approves the release of of atrocity stories in the PQA. 

Cincpoa Adv 030119 (pink) concerns assignment of Com2ndCarTaskForce (V.Adm. 
McCain). He is to assume command of fast carrier task forces shortly after Cora3rdFlt 
takes over from Com5thFlt, 

Cincpac Adv 030121 (pink) advises Com3rdFlt that Japanese aircraft are 
possibly being moved northward and requests him to study a possible carrier attack 
against installations in the HOKKAIDO, 0MINAT0 and Northern HONSHU areas for pur¬ 
poses of destroying enemy air force and shipping* 

Richardson 030352 (pink) concerns build up of reserves for HYPOCRITE in 
the MARIANAS. 

Cincpoa Adv 030600 sets forth operation "FUDDLE” (hit and run carrier strike 
on rear bases). 

Cincpac Adv 030601 concerns operating procedure to be carried out relative 
to hospital ships. 

Cincpac Adv 020022 (pink) requests clarification from Gen. Jaraan as to 
whether dispatch regarding "Marine stocks this base" was originated in his capacity 
as IsCom SAIPAN or as ComGenWPBC, 

IsCam SAIPAN 030618 (pink) states that action was taken as IsCom SAIPAN 
and not as Commanding General, Western Pacific Base Command* 

Cincpoa Adv 030843 (pink) advises Ccm3rdFlt that certain patrol squadrons 
may be trained with submarines in the HAWAIIAN AREA provided it will not affect 
their readiness date to move forward when required* 



4 May 1945 (Guam date) 

During the night 3-4 May a total of 600 Japs made three counter landings 
behind our lines on the west coast of OKINAWA and one landing on the east coast. 

The landing on the east coast was repulsed and during 4 May the 1st HarDiv was 
busy mopping up the remnants of those Japs who had succeeded in getting ashore 
on the west. 2 POWs stated that the expedition had embarked at YONABARU with the 
mission of destroying our artillery positions behind our front lines. Little 
change was reported in our front lines as of 1600 on the 4th. 

Casualties as of 2400 3 May: KIA 2,337; WIA 11,432; MIA 514; total 14,283. 

On the 4th air raids were carried out from 0130 to 0445 and again from 
0745 to 0915* During the early morning raids about 60 enemy aircraft in 24 raids 
approached from the north and west. No damage was reported to our forces, 12 
enemy aircraft were destroyed, 8 by ships gunfire and 4 by TF 58 CAP. Many bombs 
were dropped on the shore with 30 or 40 in the Yontan area with 4 scoring direct 
hits on Marine Evacuation Hospital killing 12 personnel* Later in the morning about 
70 enemy aircraft in approximately 14 raids came in and scored 12 suicide hits. 
Ships shot down 12 enemy aircraft and CAP shot down at least 29, There is a pos¬ 
sibility of duplication, but reports indicate that 167 eneny aircraft were destroyed 
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4 May (Guam date)(Corxt*d) 


during the 4th by our forces. The suicide planes made hits on the following ships: 
Ships sunk included LUCE (DD 522) - 1 hit, 1 near miss; MORRISON (DD 56O) - 3 hits; 
LSM 194. Damaged by suicide hits: BIRMINGHAM (CL 62), INGRAHAM (DD 694), SHEA (DM30), 
HOPKINS (DMS 13) and LSM 190. An intercepted message from CTF 51 indicates that the 
SANGAMON (CVE 26) was sunk on the night of the 4th. 

Ccan5thFlt reports that the first squadron of the 318th Fighter Group (P-47s) 
can be accomodated on IE SHIMA on 12 May with additional squadrons on succeeding days. 

5th AF strikes and strike intents against FORMOSA from 1 through 5 May are 
as follows: 1st - 87 B24s plus 43 other sorties attacked FORMOSA. 2nd - 2 B24s at¬ 
tacked. 1 B25 reconnoitered FORMOSA. 3rd - Intent: 1 B24 to hit KIIRUN (50 hit 
SAIGON;. 4th - Intent: 2 B24s to hit KIIRUN shipping. 5th - Intent: 2 B24s hit 
SHINCHUOJ Drome 0100-0300; 18 B24s hit SHINCHIKU Drome with 4 P51 escorts; 1 B25 
recco FORMOSA; 16 P51s hit TAINAN Drome; 8 P51s hit rolling stock. 8 P51s will 
also hit rolling stock on the 4th in addition to intent above. 

ComSubPac 031242 answers 5th AF relative to employment of rescue sumbarines. 

ComGenTAFlOth 031355 (pink) concerns report of inspection of IE SHIMA air¬ 
field activities by members of the Tactical Air Force. 

ComWesSeaFron 032106 advises Cincpac Pearl that he can utilize all APAs that 
Cincpac can make available. 

Com5thFlt 032315 advises Cincpac that SoWesPac air forces have made very 
few strikes on FORMOSA fields. 

Cincpac 040204 passes the dispatch appearing above to SoWesPac with the re¬ 
quest that his effort against the FORMOSA fields be carried out to the maximum ex¬ 
tent possible. 

Cincpac Adv 040213 delineates search and reconnaissance areas and responsi¬ 
bilities therefor. 

Cincpac Adv 040244 (pink) advises ContfthFlt to establish planning liaison 
with CINCAFPAC regarding naval facilities required on shore at OLYMPIC objectives 
for support of fleet forces. 

DepCom20thAF 040735 requests BomCcm XXI to make strike on the arsenal manu¬ 
facturing Baka bomb propellant. 

ComGen 10 040902 covers OpsSum 75 as of 1500 on the 4th. 

Cincpoa Adv 040958 (pink) outlines to Cominch Cincpac 1 s latest estimate of 
the air base capacity for OKINAWA and IE SHIMA. 

CTF 58 041114 covers his operational suraraaxy for the past three days. 

ComGen 10 041200 concerns possibility of occupying KUME and states that he 
recommends employing the 2nd MarDiv in this operation. 

Cincpoa Adv 041238 requests DepCom20thAF to bomb KYUSHU airdromes daily 
until fighter fields at IE SHIMA are activated. 
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4 May (Guam date)(Coat’d) 

MacArthur 041252 directs ComAAF to carry out maximum practicable effort on 
FORMOSA airfields in order to insure continued neutralization of the enemy airfields* 

DepCom20thAF 041710 requests BomCom XXI to comply relative to daily bombing 
of KYUSHU Airdromes* 

Cincpac Adv 042124 directs 7thFlt administrative commanders to report with 
forces under their command to commanders of Pacific Fleet for purposes of type ad¬ 
ministration. 


Com5thFlt 050036 directs CTG 50*5 to carry out provisions of the/search 
plan placed in effect. 



5 May (Guam date) 


Reports indicate that over 3,000 Japs were killed during the night of 3-4th 
and the day of the 4th, During the morning of the 5th 24th Corps attacked aggres¬ 
sively making slight gains, the chief gain being made on the right flank by the 
1st MarDiv which advanced about 500 yards, 

Khcwm enemy casualties as of 0800 on the 5th: Killed - 33,462; POWs - 914 
(Military POWs - 403; Labor - 297; Doubtful civilians - 214), 

Amplifying reports have been received regarding air attacks the night of 
3-4 May. Most of these ships have been mentioned heretofore as having been damaged, 

AARON WARD (IK 34) - Sustained 5 suicide hits but did not sink. 

Had severe fires, lost all communication, had engineering spaces flooded, 
but was towed safely to KERAMA, 


INGRAHAM (DD 694) - Had her CIC demolished and will have to re¬ 
turn for repairs, 

SHEA (DM 30) - Had hit forward by Baka bomb causing fires and 
considerable flooding, 

BIRMINGHAM (CL 62) - Was hit forward at the waterline and will 
have to return for docking, 

LSM 190 - Previously reported damaged, was sunk, 

SANGAMON (CVE 26) - Took suicider on flight deck causing a terrific 
explosion and fires which destroyed all her planes and completely wrecked 
the flight deck. All ships control forward is out but ship's stability 
and engineering plant is unimpaired. Many men were blown overboard or 
forced over by the heat of the fire, but casualties were not high, due 
to prompt action of nearby ships in picking up survivors and assistance 
in fighting fires, 10 known dead, 6 missing reported. At least 35 WIA, 

HUDSON (DD 475) - Received moderate topside damage while assisting 
in fire fighting, 

BACHE (DD 470) - Had suicide hit but apparently remains fully 
operational. 


- Continued - 


2840 












- ^ 

5 May (Guam date)(Coat'd) 

LCWKY (DD 770) - Had superficial damage when suicider exploded 

in mid-air. 

G'/INN (DM 33) - Had suicide hit but remains operational. 

LCS 31, LCS 57 and YMS 331 received minor damage and remain 

operational. 

Yesterday from about 0200 to 0400 20 enemy aircraft in 9 individual 
raids attacked with no damage reported. 1 enemy shot down by VF(N). 

On the 5th 20 B-29s bombed southern KYUSHU airfields with excellent results. 
No attack is scheduled for the 6th, but one will be carried out on the 7th if 
weather permits. 

On the night of 5-6th 93 B-29s carried out mining missions in the INLAND 
SEA, TOKYO BAY and NAGOYA BAY Areas. Also on the 5th, 166 B-*29s attacked the Hero 
Naval Aircraft Factory at KURE. Enemy aircraft opposition was nil. However, 2 B-29s 
are known to be lost and 4 are reported missing. Strike photos of this mission 
show that the factory is out - 80^ destroyed. 

SecNav 041637 concerns provision of items to Allied- forces operating as 
part of the Seventh Fleet. 

Cincpac 050505 (pink) requests information from Com5thFlt as to his prospec¬ 
tive needs for the 2nd MarDiv. 

GHQ SWPA 051116 (pink) concerns operations to be conducted by the Allied 
Air Forces in support of Wedemeyer 1 s operations in CHINA. 

Cincpac Adv 051205 authorizes Com7thFlt to make requests direct to Com- 
FwdArea regarding air evacuation services. 

Cincpoa Adv 051247 concerns a 'Warning Order" to various commands relative 
to safety of feminine members in the forward area. 

Cincpac Adv 051250 (pink) directs Cam5thFlt to form a task force under 
CoraMinPac to clear minefields in the EAST CHINA SEA preparatory to OLYMPIC and 
LONGTOM* 


Fleet Admiral Nimitz and certain members of his staff made an inspection 
of PELELIU and returned to Guam on the 5th. >. 
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6 Hay (Guam date) 

At OKINAWA on the 6th an estimated 15 enemy aircraft carried out raids 
from 0200 to 0430. ST GEORGE (AV 16) and PATHFINDER (AGS l) received hits with 
only minor damage being inflicted. 

TG 58.3 and TG 58.4 are in the operating area and TG 53.1 is at ULITHI re¬ 
plenishing. TF 57, enroute to FORMOSA on May 4, was subjected to an enemy air at¬ 
tack by 4 groups of approximately 20 aircraft. 1 suicide plane made a near miss 
on the UllXMITABLE and another hit the FORMIDABLE causing a small hole in her 
flight deck. Approximately 8 aircraft were shot down in this attack. 

41 B-29s carried out a bombing raid on southern KYUSHU airfields. 

On the night of 5-6th 98 B-29s laid approximately 700 mines in the INLAND 
SEA waters and in the waters around TOKYO and NAGOYA. 

Enemy aircraft destroyed in POA since 18 March: 18 March to 30 April - 3227. 
Since 1 May: TF 58 99, TF 51 - 132, TF 57 - 18, TG 50.5 - 9, 20thAAF - 1, TF 94 - 1* 
Total since 1 May - 260. 

CTF 51 051815 concerns repair facilities for damaged shipping in the for¬ 
ward area. 

ComAF20 052009 (pink) outlines program to deploy 316th Wing to OKINAWA and 
discusses readiness dates of additional VIR units. 

Com5thFlt 060126 (pink) recommends continuation of increased effort by B-29s 
on KYUSHU .Airfields. 

Cincpoa Adv 060814 concerns message to Maj.Gen. Jarman relative to his 
prospective change in command (CcmGen WFBC). 

Cincpoa Adv 060819 sets forth the composition of the Naval Operating Base, 

SAIPAN. 


Cincpoa Adv 060816 concerns redeployment of the 24th InfRegt now assigned 
to the garrison at SAIPAN. 


Cincpoa Adv 060320 sets forth the responsibilities of the Commandant, NOB, 
SAIPAN, (RAdm F.E.M. Whiting). 

Cincpoa Adv 060821 (pink) is the Warning Order for Phase III-D ICEBERG 
(KIKAI JIMA) with a target date of 15 July. 

Cincpoa Adv 060833 states that effective 1 June the present Forward Area, 
Central Pacific is redesignated the "Marianas Area". 


Com5thFlt 060920 states that SerRon 10 facilities will move from ULITHI to 
LEYTE commencing 7 May and that that unit will be available for the 3rd rotational 
group of TF 58 in that port when it is ready for replenishment. 

Cincpoa Adv 061127 concurs in XXI BomCom program to reduce the scale of 
attacks on KYUSHU fields provided attacks will average 4 squadrons per day. 


Cominch 061520 (pink) advises that HMNS TROMP can be attached temporarily 
to 7thFlt for participation in the BORNEO Operations. /1 ,, \ 
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7 May (Guam date) 

Lt. Gen. Buckner (ComGen 10th Army) has assumed direct command of the 
southern front and ComGen3rdPhibCorps has assumed command of the 1st MarDiv zone 
of action. 

Estimated casualties as of 0800 on the 7th: KIA - 36,535; POW 823 (Military 
267; Laborers - 342; Questionable civilians - 214). 

ComFairWing 1 reports that up to 1800 on the 6th FAW 1 planes had inflicted 
the following damage on the enemy:- Ships sunk - 53,800 tons; damaged - 23,700 tons 
(does not include trawlers, fishing vessels and small craft). Enemy aircraft:- shot 
down - 10; destroyed on ground - 5; damaged - 9. 

On the 7th 29 B—29s report bombing KYUSHU aircraft factories visually 
from 12-14,000 feet with poor results at OITA and excellent results at KANOYA, IBU- 
SUKI, and USA. Eneny aircraft were many and aggressive at OITA and USA. There were 
19 attacks at IBUSUKI and KANOYA. 2 B-29s were lost over the target and 1 ditched. 

10 of the latter crew were rescued. 

GHQ SWPA 051120 (pink) concerns employment of SWPA RAAF Squadrons in the 
OKINAWA Area. 

CTF 51 O60605 (pink) states that as soon as OKINAWA is captured, sufficient 
minesweepers can be released to commence minesweeping operations in the E. CHINA SEA. 

Cincpac Adv 060846 requests release from SWPA of DesRon 23 and assignment 
to Cincpac operational control, 

Cincpoa Pearl 062209 concerns the airfield construction program in OKINAWA. 

Cincpoa Adv 070606 (pink) authorizes ComGen 10 to make such changes in 
priority of base development as are necessary to meet tactical requirements. 

Com5thFlt 070528 (pink)concerns his recommendations regarding minesweeping 
requirements in the EAST CHINA SEA. 

ComGen 10 070622 outlines to Com5thFlt steps being taken to activate the 
airfields in the OKINAWA Area. 

Cincpoa Adv 070639 (pink) advises CINCAFPAC that photography of KYUSHU is 
considered priority No. 1. 

Cincpoa Adv 070640 concerns withdrawal of 24th InfRegt frcm SAIPAN. 

IsCom OKINAWA 071115 advises CTF 56 (Lt.Gen. Buckner) regarding development 
of fighter airfields on both OKINAWA and IE SHIMA. 

CTF 51 & 56 071225 (pink) concerns desirability of capturing certain 
islands in the OKINAWA area to establish radar thereon. Dispatch further states that 
no earlier than 30 days after the capture of OKINAWA recommends the employment of 
1 division new in OKINAWA to capture KUI.E SHIMA. 
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8 May (Guam date) 


O 


Small gains were made along the front lines on 8 May. However, rain and 
mud slowed dom activities all along the lines. 

96th Div relieved the 7th InfDiv on the left flank as of 8 May. Enemy 
casualties as of 2400 7 May were: 37,4 88 KIA, 276 Military POT, 345 Labor Troop POtY, 
214 Questionable Civilian POT (total 835 POV/s). Our own casualties as of the sane 
date totalled 16,425 of which 2,684 KIA* 

Fire support forces have been organized into two groups; 1 under CTG 51*19 
(RAdm Fischler) who delivers fire on call of the 24th Corps, and the other under 
CTG 51*22 (RAdm Hall) who delivers fire on call of the 3rd Corps® 

TG 58.1 (RAdm J.J. Clark) departed UUTHI for the KYUKYUS Area. Present 
schedule calls for TG 58.4 to leave the operating area on the 11th for replenishment 
at ULITHI. TG 58.3 will replenish later. 

Planes from the TAF have reported destroying 209 eneny aircraft as of the 

7th. 


The JALLAO (SS 368) at 1630 (K) reported that six large unidentified air¬ 
craft landed at MARCUS. This submarine was stationed off MARCUS on lifeguard mission. 
A PB4Y strike scheduled for dawn tomorrow has been postponed until dusk. 

On the 8th 96 P-51s based at H-YO JBIA attacked KISARAZU Airfield and TOTEYAMA 
Naval Air Station. No enemy airborne opposition was reported* Reports indicate 
that about 7 planes were destroyed on this mission. 2 P-51s are missing presumably 
over the target. 

Cora7thFlt 071145 advises that Com7thFlt (Adm. Kinkaid) has turned over 
command of 7thFlt to VAdm Barbey as of 06001 Tuesday 8 May. This is occasioned 
by Admiral Kinkaid*s proposed conference in Washington. 

CTF 51 & 56 071230 (pink) concerns employment of 2nd MarDiv for Phase 3(D)* 

CooiGen 10 071507 (pink) concerns ComGen Ten's recommendation relative to 
employment of a division for Phase 3(D). 

ComGenAAFPOA 072314 announces that Lt.Gen. Barney M. Giles assumes command 
of Army Air Forces, Pacific Ocean Areas effective 4 May 1945* He is also designated 
DepCoan20thAF* 

Cincpac Adv 080159 requests information from CINCOTPA relative to advance 
information on air intents against FORMOSA so that Com5thFlt can be advised if no 
strike is contemplated. 

Cincpac Adv 080233 (pink) concerns assault troops for Phase 3(D) and states 
that the capture of KUME is not approved if a full division is required for this task, 

Cincpoa Adv 080234 advises of detachment of Maj.Gen. fceavey for service 
with Lt.Gen. Styer. 

Cincpac Adv 080236 concerns policy of return of CB's to mainland stating 
that construction troops are rotated currently as individuals but not as complete 
units. 
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8 May (Guam date)(Cont*d) 

Cincpac Adv 080518 concerns ammunition loading of cruisers and battleships 
leaving the West Coast* 

Cincpoa Adv 080819 concerns a 4-plane VMF(N) detachment for night fighter 
defense of the MarGils Area, 

Cincpoa Adv 080901 (pink) advises ComGen USAF CHINA that it is his under¬ 
standing that the 14th AF is discontinuing mining operations in the SHANGHAI Area 
as of the end of April and requests his concurrence to continue this program by 
Naval air forces from OKINAWA, 

Cominch 081345 (pink) concerns transfer of troopships from the Pacific 
Theater to the Atlantic Theater, 


Cincpac Adv 080902 (pink) concerns reply to CINC&7PA relative to desirability 
of continuing the mining of the SHANGHAI Area, 

9 May (Guam date) 





The 6th MarDiv is now moving into the front lines and will occupy the right 
flank in the drive scheduled for 11 May, 

On the 9th TF 57 resumed attacks on SAKISHIMA GUNT0, In the late afternoon 
a group of enemy planes attacked, VICTORIOUS was hit twice holing her flight deck 
and putting her forward elevator and 10# of her armament out of action. She can 
still operate a few planes at reduced handling speed, FORMIDABLE was hit on her 
flight deck aft. Some planes burned but the carrier remains operational. The force 
has retired to repair damage and replenish and is scheduled to return for further 
strikes on the 12th and 13th, 


TG 58,3 fuels today, TG 58.4 remains in operating area, but departs for 
ULITHI tomorrow, TG 58,1 is enroute operating area. 


8 PB4Ys attacked MARCUS at low level, destroying 4 Bettys and 1 Myrt and 
damaging 3 other enemy aircraft, 2 PB4Ys were shot down and all others badly 
holed, 5 survivors from 1 plane were rescued by JALLAO (SS368) after successful 
drop of lifeboat from B17 Dumbo, 

33 B24s and 1 Squadron of P47s attacked PARAM and MOENj no eneny aircraft 
were observed in any of the attacks. 


Poor visibility and bad weather limited close air support in the RYUKYUS 
on the 8th, although night harassing, propaganda dropping, and observation missions 
were flown; mud kept the PB4Y-2's on the ground on the 9th - their sectors were 
flown by PB2Ys. There were no hostile air attacks for the second successive day, 

63 effective B29s (313th Wing) were off at 0002-0100 to attack Matsuyama 
(22), Usa (22), Miyazaki (11), and Kanqya (11), They are scheduled to attack at 
0826 - 0916 . 

Com5thFlt 060129 states that early maximum employment of fighters in OKINAWA 
is being hindered by lack of avgas and too strict adherence to base development 
plan schedule. 

Cominch 082014 requests information concerning movement of Jap aircraft via 
MARCUS to TRUK. 
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9 May (Guam date)(CoSt’d) 

ComGeriWFBC 090028 advises that MP Co. at SAIPAN will be needed there for 
security of increased depot and reserve dumps. 

Com5thFlt 090113 approves CTF 51 & 56 proposal to seize DORI SHIMA about 

12 May. 


CTF 51 090330 (pink) requests assignment of 1 RCT from 3rd MarDiv for capture 
of AGUNI and IHEYI. 

Cincpoa Adv 090434 (pink) requests views of ComGen CHINA with reference to 
attacking AMOY targets. 

Cincpoa Adv 090547 lists APAs and other assault craft made available and 
to be made available to Ccm7thFlt for temporary duty. 

Cincpoa Adv 090604 Haj. Gen. Hale will continue as CTF 93 until Lt.Gen. 

Giles is ready to relieve him. 

(pink) 

Cincpoa 090802/states 3rd MarDiv not available, elements 2nd MarDiv to be 
used for capture of AGUNI and IHEYI. 

Cincpac 090808 (pink) outlines operations against MARCUS and TRUK to prevent 
enemy from staging aircraft. 

Cincpoa 090817 (pink) suggests consideration of 24th InfRegt for FRICTION 
garrison. 

MacArthur 091526 (pink) requests that all matters dealing with troop units 
except units of the 20th AF and units for ICEBERG be submitted 
approval. 


10 May (Guam date) 

On 10 May ASA GAJYA was crossed by troops of the 6th MarDiv and the Division 
established its front lines on the south bank. The 1st MarDiv engaging in hand to 
hand combat averaged gains of approximately 200 yards. The front lines of the 77th 
and 96th InfDivs were for the most part unchanged. 38,857 enemy had been killed 
through 9 May. 

On 30 April Military Government responsibility passed from tactical units 
to IsCom in central portion of island. On 4 May IsCom responsibility was enlarged 
to include all northern portion of island. On 8 May 135,000 civilians were under 
military government care. 

Usual fire support, minesweeping and anti-boat missions were carried out 
at OKINAWA. During air raids early evening of the 9th, 0BERRSUDER (DE 344) and 
ENGLAND (DE 635) were hit by suicide planes. 

TG 58.3 remains at the objective. TG 58.4 departs today for ULITHI. TG 
58.1 is enroute OKINAWA, will fuel today, and then rendezvous with TG 58.3* If 
weather permits these two groups will hit KYUSHU on the 13th and 14th. 



BCWFIN (SS 287) reports sinking a medium tanker and probably damaging a 
small freighter off the NE coast of HONSHU early on the 8th. 
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10 May (Guam date) (Cont'd) 


Early on the 10th 12 B24s attacked MARCUS from 10,500 feet to 12,500 feet. 

2 eneny aircraft were seen. Photos taken at 1355 showed the aircraft factory 
operational, but no operational aircraft. The fighter strike was weathered out. 

On the 10th TRUK was attacked by 19 B24s. Photos taken on the 10th shewed 
the ETEN, 2 MOEN and DUBI/DM bases operational* Ten operational and six inopera- 
tional aircraft were reported. 

On the 9th 1 B25 weather reconnaissance and 1 B24 got through unflyable 
weather to FORMOSA. 

In the RYUKYUS from 1820 to 2200 on the 9th about 8 enemy aircraft in 7 
raids attacked, generally from the southwest, with a few from the north. 2 suicide 
hits were scored. Five were shot down by TAF and 3 by AA. 

From 0015 to 0100, and 0220 to 0440 on the 10th about 20 enemy aircraft in 
11 raids came in low from the north. One plane was shot down by a night fighter. 

TG 58*3 attacked MINAM DAITO on the 10th and reported destroying 4 eneny 
aircraft on the ground. 

67 B29s hit KYUSHU airfields. 412 B-29s hit HONSHU industrial targets 
during the day and night of the 10th. One medium AK was sunk and a possible tor¬ 
pedo hit scored on a large AK by search planes. 

Cominch 081238 provides instructions for the surrender of German submarines. 

Com5thFlt 081322 (pink) outlines his views on use of 2nd MarDiv in Phase III- 
D recommending against the operation as a whole. 

Cincpac Adv 090612 describes degree of operational control to be exercised 
by ComFwdArea over VRE 1. 

Wedemeyer O9O83O (pink) suggests that a Cincpoa representative be sent to 
MANILA conference 13 May for coordination of air operations between SWPA and CHINA 
Theater. 


MacArthur 090925 (pink) indicates that 40 FS boats will be available for 
LONGTOM if OLYMPIC is not undertaken. 

CTF 57 O9U5I describes attack on 9 May on FORMIDABLE and VICTORIOUS in 
which both ships were damaged. 

MacArthur 091430 (pink) lists OLYMPIC assault divisions and their mounting 
points and directs ComGenPOA to investigate practicability of moving 9th Corps Hq 
to LEYTE. 


Cincpoa Adv 100114 (pink) informs ComGenCHINA that representatives at 
MANILA conference can not arrive before 15 May. 


Cincnac Adv 100117 directs assignment of Navy and Marine personnel on IsCom 
SAIPAN staff to staff of Rear Admiral Whiting. 


Cincpac Adv 100121 (pink) recommends that CinCBPF be authorized to deal 
directly with Australian authorities concerning local matters. 
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10 May (Guam date) 

Cincpac Adv 100147 (pink) offers to reclassify submarine zones to permit 
full employment of S170D Liberator squadrons. 

CTF 51 100205 constitutes Summary 63 as of 092400 (-9). 

Cincpac Adv 100412 (pink) warns of possible air attack cn ULITHI and directs 
CTF 58 to attack 1.HNAMI DAIT0. 

Cincpac Adv 100437 requests information concerning readiness to receive VJ 
squadrons at LEYTE. 

Cincpoa Adv 100706 (pink) cancels Cincpoa serial 30663 concerning base 
development and construction standards at OKINAWA. 

Cincpac Adv 100708 (pink) outlines damage to ships in OKINAWA operation 
from 18 March to 10 May. 

Cincpac Adv 100709 states that fourteen PhibGroups will 

Pacific. 

Cincpoa Adv 100717 (pink) outlines uLanning assumptions 
Phases III-D and E of ICEBERG, L0NGTCM and OLYMPIC. 

DepCom20thAF 100752 protests against the curtailment of 
7500 feet in the RYUKYUS. 


11 Hay (Guam date) 

On the morning of 11 May the 10th Array, with the 3rd FhibCorps (6th & 1st 
MarDivs) on the right and the XXIV Corps (77th & 96th InfDivs) on the left, launched 
a coordinated attack supported by air strikes, artiLLery and naval gunfire. During 
the day the 6th MarDiv pushed ahead on the right flank with its deepest penetration 
being approximately 800 yards reaching the outskirts of A1HKE. Tanks crossed the 
bridge over ASA GAV/A and supported the attack. The 1st MarDiv occupied DAKESHI. 

The 77th InfDiv in the rugged terrain in the central portion of the island made 
sm a ll gains against bitter resistance including hand to hand fighting. The 96th InfDiv 
on the left flank penetrated into the hills of the NISHIBARA-MURA Area. Both Corps 
are now on high ground overlooking the town of SHURI. 

Enemy casualties as of 102400 were 39,469 killed and 614 FOWs. 

On the morning of the 11th, HADLEY, EVANS (DD522) and an unknown merchant 
vessel were hit by suiciders with damage not yet reported. LCS 88 had her stem 
blown off. 

TF 58 was apparently under air attack as BUNKER HILL (CV 17) has been ordered 
to rendezvous with TG 50.8 for routing to ULITHI for reoairs. Admiral Mitscher has 
transferred his flag to ENTERPRISE (CV 6). TG 58.3 is NE of OKINAWA. TG 58.1, after 
fueling, joins for run-in to target for two days strikes on KYUSHU air forces and air 
installations. TF 57 scheduled to be back at SAKESHIMA on the 12th. 

From 0300 to 0930 about 75 enemy aircraft in 15 raids attacked from the 
north. The attacks were continuing when the dispatch was filed. Up to that time 40 
enemy aircraft had been destroyed. The CAP got 30, ships’ AA 5, shore AA 2, and there 
were 3 suicide hits. pc/ p 
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11 May (Guam date) (Cont'd) 




B-24s bombed TRUK and MARCUS on the 11th. 


In the RYUKYUS on the 10th enemy planes attacked from 1930 to 2000 from 


the north and west, scoring one hit with a dud torpedo that did no damage. 1 enemy- 
aircraft was shot down by ships' AA. From 0100 to 0510 on the 11th 35 eneny aircraft 
came in high from the south, north and southwest in 24 raids. No damage was done 
and IE SHIMA AA shot down 1. 


TG 58.4 on the 11th flew 239 sorties at OKINAWA and TOKUNO. 1 F4U was lost 


in combat and 3 planes plus 1 pilot operationally. The TG shot down 35 enemy aircraft, 
probably destroyed 5, and damaged 4. (Probably some duplication in CTF 51 report). 

Search planes of FAW 1 sank 1 medium AK and damaged a second off the southern 
tip of KOREA. FAW 18 planes left 2 SC and 1 SD sinking south of CHIBU PENINSULA, and 
shot down 1 Nell, and probably sank a small AK, east of SHIONO CAPE. 

65 B-29s were over KYUSHU airfields on the 11th bombing by radar. 91 B-29s 
hit the Kawanishi aircraft plant at KOBE visually and by radar from 17-18,000 feet. 

Arnold 101243 (pink) outlines proposed deployment of 20th AF consisting of 
40 groups of 4 squadrons each. 


JCS 101844 (pink) outlines combat qualities of P-47 fighter bombers and 


offers additional groups for deployment in POA. 

CTF 58 102331 (pink) contains CTF 58's operation racket, air strikes on 


KYUSHU on 13 and 14 May. 

Cincpoa Adv 110040 requests that 20th AF sittings of enemy naval vessels 
remain secret. 

Cincpoa Adv 110042 confirms airfield construction policy for VLR at 7500 
feet until further extension is permitted by tactical situation, 

ComGen 21st BomCom 110245 (pink) announces intention of discontinuing strikes 
against KYUSHU. 

CINCAFPAC 110252 concurs in assignment of 24th InfRegt as garrison for FRIC¬ 
TION. 

Cincpoa Adv 110815 (pink) concurs in discontinuance of 20th AF strikes on 
KYUSHU to permit incendiary strike against KANOYA. A/a.yaytL. 


ComGen 10 111001 contains Operations Summary 82 as of 111500. 


ComGen 10 111028 directs continuance of maximum pressure on entire Array 


front at OKINAWA. 


Cincpac Adv 111252 establishes escort shipping policy in POA. 
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12 May (Guam date) 
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TORI SHIMA was occupied without opposition on the 12th. 

On OKINAWA progress was limited to the flanks. On the right the 6th MarDiv 
gained approximately 600 yards along the shore, reaching the general vicinity of the 
outskirts of NAHA. On the left flank, the 96th InfDiv cleaned out the town of KEBARA 
and were engaged in clearing the town of YONAGUSUGU. The 1st MarDiv and 77th InfDiv 
inched along over very difficult terrain north of SHURI through an intricate maze of 
draws and ridges, with the front lines at one point behind those reported on the 
evening of 11 May. 

Our casualties (less 7th InfDiv) as of 2400 on the 11th: KIA - 2,731, WIA - 
12,308, MIA - 249, Total - 15,088. Energy casualties as of same time: KIA 41,154, 

POT - 3H Military, 317 Laborers, total 628. 

HADLEY and EVANS (previously reported damaged) were severely hurt on the 10th 
and 11th. HADLEY took both a bomb and a suicide plane after shooting down 19 planes; 
ship is in danger of sinking. (HADLEY on May 3 fought off 32 air raids). EVANS hit 
by suicide plane and suffered extensive flooding and damage. LCS 88, though her 
fantail was blown off, managed to make KERAMA under her own power. PANA.CINT (AGG 13) 
during attack went ahead full speed with full right rudder so as to spin around her 
anchor chain. By this maneuver she missed two torpedoes, one of which passed 20 
yards astern, another 70 yards abeam. 

On the evening of the 12th, 2 Oscars came in a surprise raid. First exploded 
close aboard NEW MEXICO (BB 40); second hit her at base of stack causing extensive 
damage to her AA batteries, control and radars. 150 dead and injured. Admiral 
Spruance and his Chief of Staff, CO and Executive Officer were uninjured. 

BUNKER HILL (CV 17) reports extensive damage from 2 simultaneous suicide 
plane hits. Intense fires caused serious damage to her flight and hangar decks and 
elevators. Shops and electrical fire control are burned out. Much of her armament 
and most of her communication facilities put out of action. Propulsive plant is sub¬ 
stantially intact. 

TRUK and MARCUS were each hit by a squadron of B-29s. 

A high altitude reconnaissance plane was believed to have slipped through 
our detection net at UIITHI, 

210 sorties were flown against FORMOSA targets by SWP aircraft on the 11th. 

During the enemy aircraft attacks on the 11th CTF 51 reports a total of 93 
enemy aircraft destroyed - 60 by CAP, 27 by AA (including 19 by HADLEY), and 6 
suicides. CTF 58 reports 58 energy aircraft shot down by CTF 58 planes on the 11th, 
of which about 40 were over OKINAWA, 9 near the TF, and the rest near AHAHE. Ships* 
guns got 2 and 2 suicides hit the BUNKER HILL. 4 were destroyed on the ground at 
TOKUNO. 

FAY/ 1 planes sank 1 SD, 1 medium AK and damaged 4 AKs in waters south of 
KOREA. 1 Tojo was shot dam; 1 PBM landed in the open sea. 

On the 14th 550 B-29s and 104 P-5 Is are scheduled to attack NAGOYA with 
incendiaries. 
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12 Hay (Guam date) (Cont*d) 

Cincpoa 110732 (pink) cancels recent changes in construction policy at 
advance bases and reinstates earlier standards. 

IsCom SAIPAN 120626 describes staff requirements of R.Adm. Whiting and 
relationships between IsCom and Western Pacific Base Command. 

Cincpoa Adv 120700 (pink) substitutes "NAGOYA" for "KANOYA" in 110815 (pink). 

Cincpoa Adv 120704 (pink) requests 20th AF to take photography of KYUSHU 
and TOKYO PLAIN Area. 

Cincpoa Adv 120730 defines "token garrison". 

Cam7thFlt 120822 (pink) submits recommendations for naval establishment 
ashore on KYUSHU for OLYMPIC. 

ComGen 10 120918 indicates possibility major enemy reserves are committed 
and directs 3rd PhibCorps to envelop SHUII HILL including destruction of forces in 
immediate front. 

Cincpac Adv 121213 (pink) requests acknowledgment of Cincpac 090802 concern¬ 
ing non-availability of 3rd MarDiv for ICEBERG. 


13 May (Guam date) 

The 6th MarDiv pushed patrols across the ASAT0 GAJ7A to investigate the 
approaches to NAHA. Gains were minor. During the night 12-13 May, 6 enemy boats 
attempted a counterlanding at MACHINAT0 Airfield. All boats were destroyed by NO* 
or shore fire. The 1st MarDiv was strongly attacked at 2235 on the 12th by Japs 
who penetrated about 600 yards into the Division sector before being driven back, 
leaving 250 killed behind. The 77th Div, supported by air strikes, moved through 
heavily protected ravines getting a toe hold on hills east of ISHTMMI. The 96th 
Div, supported by tanks and artillery, reached the top of CONICAL HILL and was 
attacking hill positions on the right of the Division zone of action. Heavy and 
accurate artillery concentrations were laid on our front lines during the period. 

Two Div CP's, 6th MarDiv and 77th InfDiv, being hit. Total eneny killed, 43,328. 

ALBIRE0 (AK 90) at 130625 Z encountered a submarine who attempted to attack 
at 24-22N 153-40 T .7, about 270 miles NE of OAHU and near the contact reported day 
before yesterday. 

In air attacks on the evening of the 13th, BACHE (DD 470) and BRIGHT (DE 747) 
were hit by suicide planes causing fires. Neither ship is in danger of sinking. 

Com5thFlt has directed that V.Adm. Hill (Com5thPhibFor) relieve V.Adm. 

Turner (ComPhibsPac) as CTF 51 about May 17th, 

TF 58 is in position for 2nd day strike on KYUSHU. TF 57 is replenishing. 

TRUK and MARCUS were again attacked by B-24s. 

On the 12th bad flying weather prevented all but 3 SWP B-25s getting through 
to FORMOSA. 
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13 May (Guam date)(Cone 1 d) 

In the air raid from 1330-1930 on the 12th at OKINAWA, during which the 
N37 MEXICO was hit, 3 enemy aircraft were shot down; 2 by ships' guns, 1 by CAP, 

During the day air support was furnished by the TAF, TF 58 and TG 52,1. The TAF 
in addition flew night heckler missions on southern OKINAWA, TOKUNO and KIKAI, and 
has scheduled a day strike on KIKAI for the 14th. 23 aircraft from the BUNKER HILL 

landed at Yontan at 1440 and were assigned as spares for the TAF, 

6 eneny aircraft attacked in early morning on the 13th with no damage and 
no enemy aircraft destroyed. We lost 2 planes, with 1 pilot rescued and the other 
bailing out behind enemy lines. From 1850-2030 about 35 enemy aircraft attacked 
from the north in 3 raids, the raids splitting during their approach. The CAP got 
4, a PBM on patrol got 2, ships' guns shot dovm 13 and there were 2 suicide hits, 
a total of 21, 

FAW 18 planes fired 1 SD south of SHIONO, sank 1 AO and damaged a large AO 
at 36-12, 126-03 on the 12th, On the 13th 1 SC was probably sunk and 1 SD damaged 
by FAW 18 planes east of CHIBU, FAW 1 search planes on the 13 th sank 1 medium AK, 

1 small AO, and 1 small FT, and left 1 medium FT burning and dead in the water, 
all south of KOREA, 

536 B-29s took off at 0015 K on the 14th with 20 early returns, for an in¬ 
cendiary attack on NAGOYA, 

MacArthur 121450 (Green) directs that instructions be issued for transfer 
of General Gilbreath and headquarters to MANILA, 

Com5thFlt 121709 (pink) acknowledges Cincpoa 090802 concerning non-availability 
of 3rd MarDiv for ICEBERG, 

CTF 51 122151 (pink) acknowledges Cincpoa 090302. 

Cincpoa Adv 130008 (pink) informs Com7thFlt that naval facilities recommended 
by Com7thFlt for installation ashore at KYUSHU are inadequate, 

Cincpac Adv 130034 (pink) warns of possible air attack on ULITHI and PEL3LIU 
and directs that alert condition be maintained, 

Cincpoa Adv 130144 (pink) authorizes CinCBPF to deal direct with Australian 
authorities concerning local affairs in AUSTRALIA. 

CTF 51 130145 passes to TF 51 expression of ComGen 10 appreciation of naval 

support, 

ComGenPOA 130150 (pink) concurs in employment of 24th InfRegt as garrison for 
FRICTION and recommends employment of 296th RCT at ADJOURN, 

CinCBPF 130213 (pink) declines invitation to GUAM. 

ComGen 10 130405 (pink) acknowledges Cincpoa 090802 concerning 3rd MarDiv. 

ComGen V/PBC 130604 deals with shortage of service troops for air and ground 
at SAIPAN and TINIAN. 

Cincpoa I 3063 I directs movement of 41st Med. Bomb Grp. to Kadena as scheduled. 


Cincpoa Adv 131518 concurs in AAFP0A schedule for movement of VLR units to 
OKINAWA with qualification that construction progress will be controlled by tactical 
requirements* ^ 
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14 May (Guam date) 




The securing of Conical Hill on 14 May by the 383 Inf of the 96th Div has 
enabled the left flank of the Division to advance 2400 yards along the east coast 
capturing Yonabaru airfield. Japs forming for a counterattack against the hill 
were broken up by an intense air attack. Elsewhere along the front lines there 
were no gains of importance, advanced averaging 100 - 200 yards. The 1st MarDiv 
forward elements received 53 parachute drops of supplies when the supply routes to 
the Division were blocked by eneny shelling. Enemy killed through 13th - 45,096. 

TG 52.1 remains at SAKISHH1A today. TF 57 resumes neutralization on the 
16th. TF 58 completed second day of KYUSHU strikes. The force was attacked by 11 
raids between 0614 and 0800 yesterday (14th). At least 21 planes shot down by CAP 
and AA. Zeke with bomb hit ENTERPHESE on the starboard side of the flight deck, de¬ 
stroying #1 elevator and starting fires. 23 planes were destroyed or damaged, but 
fires were soon brought under control due to excellent damage control measures. 
Casualties were apparently light, but the ship will probably have to be returned 
to PEARL or West Coast for repairs. The force fuels tomorrow and CTF 58 shifts to 
RANDOLPH with skeleton staff. 

CinCEI reports attacks on PORT BLAIR and the NIC0BARS on May 6th and 7th. 

Only a few SWP planes reached FORMOSA again because of bad weather. 

On the 12th and 13th TF 57 expended 148 tons on airfields in the SAKISHBIA 
GUNTO, damaging runways and destroying 2 enemy aircraft on the ground. AA caused 
loss of 3 planes. 

At OKINAWA direct air support was furnished by TGs 99*2 and 52.1. At 1230 
32 P-47s of the 318th Fighter Group (Arny) arrived at IE SHIMA. In a similar flight 
on the 14th 1 P-47 is reported missing at 21-00, 136-30. 5 enemy aircraft attacked • 

from 0300-0400 with no damage inflicted and none suffered. Our losses on the 13th 
were 2 F4Us with one pilot safe, 

FAW 18 planes from IWO were kept down by weather. FAW 1 planes on the 14th 
probably sank 1 medium AK and 1 coastal AK off southern KOREA. North of GUNZAN 1 
merchant vessel was left burning and sinking. Off SASEBO 1 small AK was left burning. 

During the night of the 13th-14th 12 B-29s laid 139 mines in SHIMONOSEKI 
STRAITS and in NIIGATA HARBOR with no opposition. 

524 B-29s took part in the NAGOYA incendiary attack on the 14th. 468 re¬ 
turned to bases, 46 landed away from base, 31 at IWO and 10 were lost. Preliminary 
reports of those planes returning to base indicate that 455 bombed NAGOYA, visually 
and by radar, from 17,000-18,500 feet. Strike photographs and crew reports show 
numerous fires starting, with later squadrons reporting heavy smoke to 17,000 feet. 
Enemy air opposition was weak to moderate and unaggressive. 

ComSoPac 010412 announces dissolution of ComAirSoPac. 

Cincpoa Adv 131239 (pink) states that on assumption of command by ComGen 10 
the S0PA Amphibious Forces will continue to control air defense and forces afloat 
reporting to ComGen 10 for that purpose. 

Marshall 131620 (pink) states that all requirements for Phase III ICEBERG 
except 414th Fighter Group and VLR Grouns must be procured through CINCAFPAC. 
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14 May (Guam date)(Cont,*d) 


ANPB 132150 requests clearance for admission to POA of committee to study- 
critical petroleum situation. 

Cincpac Adv 140136 (pink) directs immediate steps to defend against air 
attack at ENE7ET0K. 

Cincpac Adv 140245 (pink) detaches 2nd MarDiv from control of ComGen 10 
and designates 2nd MarDiv as assault division ICEBERG III-D. 

Cincpac Adv 140247 (pink) requests recommendation for transport squadron 
to be transferred to PHILIPPINES for training. 

Cincpac Adv 140257 (pink) informs Cominch that OLYMPIC Staff Studies are 

enroute. 


Cincpac Adv 140722 recommends against the committment of NCB's to field 
support, of Marine forces operating inland* 

* 

Cincpoa Adv 140809 designates Lt. Gen. Giles CTF 93» 


GHQ ShTA 14101/i. (pink) states that accomodation of last 2 VLR Wings in 
the RYUKYUS will depend on rate at which tactical air forces are displaced. 

Cincpoa Adv 141341 (pink) outlines procedure for releasing Army units to 
CIMCAFPAC. 


Cincpoa Adv 141602 (pink) repeats warning of impending air attack on 3NT.7ETOK, 


GUAM and ULITHI. 
15 May (Guam date) 



During the night 14-15 May the Japs again attempted counterlandings in the 
Machinato Airfield area. All barges were sunk by naval gunfire, presumably before 
reaching the beach. During the same night two counter-attacks were directed against 
the 6th MarDiv lines. The first was repulsed shortly after midnight. The second at¬ 
tack was launched from the town of Takamotoji at dawn by an estimated Bn., supported 
by mortars and smoke. The Japs charged our lines with bayonets and grenades, bitter 
hand to hand fighting ensued, and the action continued throughout the morning before 
the enemy withdrew after suffering heavy casualties. 


Chief activity in the 1st MarDiv zone of action centered around tank-infantry 
operations on the high ground at Waha. The 77th InfDiv took "Choclate Drop Hill", 
east of Ishimi, after five days of heavy fighting. The 96 th InfDiv strengthened its 
hold on Conical Hill and beat off an enemy counter-attack launched uncer cover of 
smoke. 


It is possible that TF 53 was trailed by submarines during initial part of 
retirement. The following message was received from Chinese sources of unknown re¬ 
liability: "A radio message 2 Jap submarines located south of KYUSHU was intercepted 
at 0518 hours dated 14 May which stated that precautionary measures must immediately 
be taken to meet the attack as the U.S. Fleet was sailing southwards to attack the 
islands of KAGOSHIMA and. TANEGASHIMA". The force is continuing to replenish today. 


TF 57 is scheduled to return to the objective this morning. 
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15 May (Guam date)(Cont'd) 

Strikes against MARCUS were cancelled due to bad weather. 

40 SWP B-24s attacked Toshien air servicing facilities, and 37 other B-24s 
attacked HOSAN town nearby. 

Direct air support on OKINAWA was furnished by TG 99.2 and TG 52.1. Part 
of. the CAP duties were shared by P-47s that flew into IE SHBIA on the 13th. Planes 
of TG 99.2 attacked TOKUNO and KIKAI, losing 2. 

Photos on the 14th showed all airstrips repaired and operational at MIYAKO 
and ISHIGAKA despite attacks by TU 52.1.3* 

Planes of TF 58 attacked KYUSHU and SHIKOKU airfields, rolling stock, and 
factories from the night of the 12-13th thru the 14th. During that neriod 71 enemy 
planes were shot down (7 by ships' guns), 93 were destroyed on the ground, and 108 
probably destroyed or damaged on the ground. 73 additional planes were reported 
strafed or rocketed or both, with unobserved results. 

The only successful enemy air attack hit the ENTERPRISE on the 14th. 

Damage to enemy shipping included 2 motor boats and 2 luggers sunk; 15 vari¬ 
ous ships or boats, including 1 repair vessel burned; and 5 others damaged. 

Kumamoto Aircraft Factory was heavily bombed, and photos show it about 50^ 
destroyed or damaged. A chemical plant was severely damaged. 4 locomotives and an 
oil train were destroyed, and 2 locomotives were damaged. A railroad station was 
wrecked and several factory buildings were damaged. Our combat losses were about 10 
planes. During the attack on the morning of the 14th the BATAAM was hit by a 5" shell 
on the port quarter, with 4 holes about 24" in diameter 3 feet above the water line. 

Off southern KOREA PB4Y-2s of FA-7 1 sank 2 medium AKs and heavily damaged 

a 3rd. 



524 B-29s were airborne in the NAGOYA incendiary attack, and 477 were effect¬ 
ive. Total bombs dropped were 2722 tons. 142 energy aircraft were encountered, re¬ 
sulting in 180-200 unaggressive and generally ineffective attacks during the run 
from the assembly area until after bombs were away. The B-29s claim 23 energy aircraft 
destroyed. Strike photos show fires extending across most of the north side of the 
city, with much of the city obscured by smoke. 11 B-29s were lost. 

Cominch for JCS 15147+2 directs Cincpac to appoint appropriate representatives 
to confer with newly constituted ATC-MATS Committee on Pacific Air Transport Program. 

Fleet Admiral Nimitz, accompanied by Rear Admiral Sherman and Commander 
Lamar departed Guam for conferences with CINCAFPAC at MANILA. 
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16 May (Guam date) 


3rd PhibCorps artillery fired concentrations on Japs gathering near UAKABE 
on the couthern end of the island. Throughout 16 May there were no Particular 
changes in the front lines, the lines as reported being in some places slightly 
ahead and, in others, behind the line as of 1500 15 Jtay. The 6th MarDiv, supported 
by tanks, made small advances continuing to probe the outskirts of NAHA, The Jap 
defense of the hill country north of SHURI continues to be stubborn with burial 
vaults, as well as caves, being used as defensive positions. Three of six tanks 
supporting the 307th Inf of the 77th Inf Div were knocked out during the day. Tanks 
of the 96th InfDiv moved south to a point 500 yards north of Y0NABAHU while the 
division continued its attacks to the west towards SHURI, Enemy killed as of 2400 
15 May - 46,505. 

On the 15th 5(TP B-24s (86) attacked FORMOSA with 82 of them dropping 205 
tons on SHINCHIKU drome and tarn, 

TU 52,1.3 continued striking the SAKISHULA GUNT0 on the 15th bombing runways 
and other air installations, and burning 2 planes on the ground. 3 Vais were inter¬ 
cepted and shot down. 

From 1900 to 1940 about 12 enemy aircraft approached the RYUKYUS from FORMOSA, 
but none were able to penetrate closer than 40 miles from the transport area. They 
were flying lav but the dusk combat patrol from TG 99.2 shot down 5 and TG 52.1 combat 
air patrol shot down 3* Ships* AA splashed a 9th. During the early morning of the 
16th several high-flying hecklers approached from the north and dropped some bombs 
ashore. A VF(N) shot down 1 Betty, 

Delayed reports have been received of 2 single-plane, low level torpedo at¬ 
tacks on ships in the OKINAWA Area. Both attacks failed. 1 torpedo missed by 75 
yards astern, and the plane was later splashed. 

The rescue of 10 survivors from a crashed seaplane was reported yesterday. 

2 FBMs in company were attacked by Jap fi ghters. One PBM was shot down by 6 Tony* s, 
from which 10 have been rescued by a lifeguard sub, and 3 apparently were killed. 

These survivors report that the other PBM crashed in flames. No survivors have yet 
been located. 

2 PB4Y-2s SW of TSUSHIMA ISLAND on the 15th were attacked by 3 very aggressive 
Jacks. Two of the Jacks were shot down and the third was damaged. 1 PB4Y-2 was 
slightly damaged. 

South of KOREA planes of FA’7 1 on the 16th sank 1 small A0, and N'J of GUNZAN 
damaged 1 SD. FA T .7 18 planes NE of SHI0N0 sank 1 SD, and at SHI0N0 sank 5 fishing 
boats, damaged 1 railroad bridge and exploded rockets inside 2 railroad tunnels. 

29 B-29s took off at 2000 to mine SHIMDN0SEKI STRAITS and V/AKASA BAY. 

The first of 519 B-29s took off at 2005 on the l6th for an incendiary attack 
on TOKYO. 34 were early returns, leaving 485 effective. Of 35 squadrons taking 
oart, 33 renort bombing the primary target (4 visual, 29 by radar), and 1 reported 
bombing a target of opportunity. 11 report a general conflagration, 11 several large 
fires, 1 many small fires, 2 few scattered fires, 8 had unobserved results because 
of smoke. 


Both groups of TF 58 are now east of 0KIMAJA, T7 57 is at SAKASHUIA. 
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16 May (Guam date) (Cont'd) 

HAMMERHEAD (SS 3&4) sank a gas loaded tanker on the 6th and a medium freighter 
on the 14th, both in the GULF OF SIAM. 

HA7JKBILL (SS 366) sank a minelayer off the MALAY COAST on the 16th. 

SEAPQACHER (SS 405) on patrol in the KURILES sank a large steam trawler 
with 1 torpedo hit and destroyed 2 luggers and damaged 2 by gunfire. 

RAY (SS 271) recovered 10 suviviors from a FA'T 1 search plane south of 
TSUSHIMA STRAITS. This makes a total of 20 so far this patrol. 

CINCBFF 15022S (pink) requests authority to conduct operation "FUDDLE" against 
TRUK or RABAUL. 

(pink) 

ClfJCPOA ADV 160557/ recommends that ComServPac undertake a study of redeploy¬ 
ment of construction troops and facilities from the T.IARIANAS and PHILIPPINES to the 
RYUKYUS. 


Com5thFlt 160959 directs that control ashore at OKINAWA pass to ConGen 10 
at 0900 (-9) 17 May and that CTF 51 report to him for continued control of air defense 
and naval fo.rces present. / yi 

17 May (Guam date) 


Units of the 6th MarDiv crossed the ASATO GA7/A on 17 May and gained a toehold 
on the south bank of the river. Other units of the division captured Sugar Loaf Hill, 
400 yards NE of TAKAMOTOJI, and were pushing through TAKAHOTOJI itself. The 1st MarDiv 
supported by tanks and flame throwing tanks reached the outskirts of WANA. The 77th 
InfDiv launched a night attack without artillery preparation. The attack was succes¬ 
sful and, continuing after dawn, brought advance elements of the division to the 
outskirts of ISHHf.II by noon. The 96th InfDiv, driving on SHURI from the east, met 
heavy resistance in the hills and dr avis west of Conical Hill. 

Both groups of TF 53 are at OKINAWA. TF 57 starts replenishment period. 


SHAD (SS 235) reports she blew the bow and probably sank a medium freighter 
off the east coast of KOREA in 8 fathoms of water last night. She also sank a small 
oiler on the 15th off QUELPART ISLAND. 


RATON (SS 270) sank a medium AK on the 12th and an AP on the 15th in the 
YELLOW SEA. 

13 B-24s attacked MARCUS from 10-12,000 feet. 


40 B-24s attacked TAICHU drome on the western coast of FORMOSA with 159 tons. 
Seven enemy aircraft were destroyed or damaged on the ground, and numerous fires were 
started. 20 B-25s attacked railroad yards and alcohol plants with 16 tons. 


The TAF struck KIKAI and AMAMI on the 16th shooting derm 1 enemy aircraft 
taking off from KIKAI. 

At OKINAWA from 2000-2400 on the l6th 25 enemy aircraft from the N attacked 
in small groups. Some appeared to be biplanes. A few reached the transport area but 
caused no damage. 1 crashed fretn reasons unknown, 1 ship reported that a large low- 
flying Jap plane may have dropped mines. 2 G 5 7 
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17 i.lay (Guam date)(Cont'd) 




TF 57 attacked SAKISHIMA GUNTO on the 16th and 17th damaging 3 enemy aircraft, 
sinking 1 SD, 1 Lugger, 2 suicide boats, and damaging 10 other small craft. No enemy- 
airborne planes were encountered. TF 57 losses were 2 planes in combat and 8 opera¬ 
tionally. 

CTF 53 reports that throu^i 16 May aircrew losses have been 173 pilots and 
65 aircremaen, total 238. Of these 184 were lost in combat. This represents an in¬ 
crease of 21 pilots and 8 aircrewmen over 2 May. Shipboard casualties through 16 
May were 875 killed in action, 214 missing in action, 1213 wounded in action. The 
figures were incomplete for the FRANKLIN, the BUNKER HILL, and two other ships. 

Off Western KYUSHU 12 Jap VF attacked 2 PB4Y-2's, damaging both planes and 
wounding 3* One VF was shot down and 1 damaged. 

27 B-29s laid 171 mines in SHIMONOSSKI STRAITS and WAKASA BAY with no losses. 

On the 17th 29 P-51's strafed the ATSUGI field on HONSHU. No airborne enemy 
aircraft were encountered. 7 enemy aircraft were destroyed on the ground, with 2 
probable and 33 damaged. We lost 1 over the target and 3 missing. 

MacArthur 030716 (Pink) acknowledges APA and AKA Divisions made available by 
CINCPAC for amphibious training purposes. 

DepCom 20th AF 142255 (Pink) restates the primary mission of 20th AF subject 
to continuation of existing tactical support. 

Cincpac Adv 150610 (Pink) authorizes unloading of 2nd MarDiv at SAIPAN for 
rehabilitation and preparation for Phase III-D. 

ComAF20 152056 (Pink) directs 20th AF to perform ohotography of KYUSHU and 
TOKYO requested by CINCPOA. 

Cincnoa Adv 152347 (Fink) describes pronosed schedule for movement of Acorn 
54 and AR0U to OKINAWA. 

Cincpac Adv 160123 (Fink) assigns to Com5thPhibCorps duty to plan for LONGTOMj 
Com3rdPhibFor to coordinate development of planning. 

ComGen 10 160515 (Pink) outlines eneny situation on T0KUN0 and estimates 
that a Corps of 3 divisions is required for its capture. 

Cincpoa Pearl 162139 (Pink) summarizes the revised Base Development Plan for 
OKINAWA and IE SHIMA. 

Cincpac Adv 170152 (Pink) authorizes CinCBPF to conduct an operation against 

TRUK. 

Cincpoa Adv 170211 (Pink) approves designation of 296th RCT as garrison for 

T0KUN0. 

Cine00a Adv 170842 (Pink) summarizes memorandum between CINCAFPAC and CINCPOA 
at MANILA 16 May 1945 concerning olans and oreparations for OLYMPIC. 

. 

Cincpoa Adv 171344 reaffirms airfield development schedule at OKINAWA and 
movement of 41st Ned. Bomb Grp. in advance of 5th Fighter Group. 

Cincpoa Adv 171425 requests CTG 99.2 to submit weekly reports of aircraft 
availability. 265 











17 -.-ay (Guam date) (Cone 1 d) 


Fleet Admiral Nimitz, Rear Admiral Sherman 
GUAM from conferences with CIKCAFPAC at MANILA* 


and Commander Lamar returned to 



IS Hay (Guam date) 

After nightfall on the 17th 6th MarDiv troops who had occupied Sugar Loaf 
Hill withdrew and the hill was once again occupied by the Japs. On the morning of 
the 13th, following a heavy artillery preparation, the hill was retaken by the Marines 
for the 5th time. Infantry and tanks combined to completely encircle the hill. The 
1st MarDiv continued its operations around IVAN A eliminating enemy remnants to the 
east of the town. The 77th Div, after a heavy artillery preparation, made local 
gains in the hill country NW of ISHIMM with the aid of tanks, flame throwing tanks, 
and air strikes. Tank-infantry teams of the 96th Div were fighting in the hills 
SY7 of KOCHI, N1V of YONABARU, and IV of Conical Hill. Patrols on the left pushed 
forward close to the outskirts of YONABARU while enemy artillery halted our tallies 
pushing forward in this same area. 

Military Government now has 139,#58 civilians under custody. 

On evening of 17th, DOUGLAS H. FOX (DD 779) was hit by a suicide plane caus¬ 
ing considerable structural damage, but ship proceeded to KERAMA RSTTO under her own 
power. 


Vice Admiral Hill relieved Vice Admiral Turner as CTF 51. At the same time, 
ComGen 10 became responsible directly to Com5thFlt for operations ashore and develop¬ 
ment of the RYUKYUS. CTF 51 controls all naval forces present under Com5thFlt, and 
in addition has reported to ComGen 10 for duty in control of the air defense of 
OKINAWA. 


TG 58.1 is at the objective; TF 57 completes fueling today. 

On the 17th a total of 45 B-2As, 23 3-25s and 26 P-51s attacked FORMOSA. 

In the RYUKYUS 337 direct air support sorties were furnished by TF 58, TG 99.2 
and TG 52.1. During air attacks from 1930-0030 on the 17th about 30 enemy aircraft 
came in from the SIV and HE. The TAF CAP got 2, shins* guns got 4, 1 was a suicide hit 
From 0040 on the 18th until daylight night hecklers were also over OKINA'.VA intermit¬ 
tently. VF(N) got 1, and the dawn CAP shot down 2 more. CTF 99.2 reports that that 
force has destroyed 259 aircraft of the enemy through 17 May. 

FAN 18 activities included the folladng: Near SHIONO I4ESAKI 1 trawler was 
fired, docks were fired, radar installations were hit by rockets. In the same place 
1 SC was damaged, 1 trawler was sunk. Near HAMAMATSU a train was wrecked 'while cross¬ 
ing a bridge. 

Off the SIV tip of KOREA 1 small AK was sunk, 1 medium AK probably sunk, and 
1 small AO damaged by FAI7 1 aircraft. 

4 P-47s were over southern KYUSHU during the night of the I8th-19th. 

297 B-29s took off to attack the Tachilcawa Depot and Aircraft Company, 22 
miles IV of TOKYO, accompanied by 96 P-51 escorts. 
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15 Hay (Guam, date) (Cont 'd) 


ComGenAAFPOA 151110 (pink) indicates that Northwest Field, GUAM will not be 
ready in time to accomodate the 315th Wing on June 1 and July 1 as planned and re¬ 
quests that additional SeaBees be made available to expedite the project. 

Com5thThibFor 170005 reports to ComGen 10 for duty in control of air defense 
of OKINAWA and naval forces present. 

Cincpac Adv. 150005 (pink) requests that plans for the employment of trooos 
after OLYMPIC for CORONET provide for the withdrawal of the 5thPhibCorps from HYPOCRITE 
prior to commitment of 3rdPhibCorps. 

Cincpac Adv I 8 O 63 I (pink) outlines information available on Jap submarines 
in Hawaiian waters on and prior to 7 December 1941. 

Cincpoa Adv 180742 (pink) infoms CinCBPF of proposed employment of TF 57 

in July. 

Cincpoa Adv 181208 describes MANILA Agreement of 16 May for responsibility 
for topographic mapping. 

Cincpoa Adv 181210 (pink) consents to the release of Headquarters and Head¬ 
quarters Company, SoBacBaCom for transfer to MANILA provided the senior Army Officer 
in SoPac is under ComSoPac. 



19 Hay (Guam date) 


The 6 th MarDiv repulsed a counterattack east of TAKAMCT0JI. Only minor 
changes in the division front lines reported. The 1st MarDiv continued to work its 
way toward '.YANA RIDGE and reached a position where, in conjunction with the 77th 
InfDiv, flanicing fire was delivered on the ridge. This fire drove the Japs from one 
strong point immediately north of SHURI* The 77th InfDiv continued its task of re¬ 
ducing pillboxes and consolidated and strengthened its front line positions. The 
96 th InfDiv is being held up by a virtual fortress 2,000 yards west of KUHAZU. 
Violent action is being encountered all along the division front. 

Our casualties from 2400 18 May to 2400 19 May: KEA - 76 , WIA - 565 , MIA - 


62 . 


On the 18th 87 SWP B-24s bombed TAINAN and TAICHU dromes on FORMOSA. 22 B-25s 
continued attacking communications facilities, destroying 2 locomotives, 40 freight 
cars and damaged bridges and factories. 

SWP search planes on the 18th sank 1 medium AK and 6 small AK, probably 
sank 3 medium AK and 1 small AK and beached 2 large schooners. Most of the damage 
was north of FORMOSA, but some attacks were along the CHINA and INDO-CHINA Coasts. 

In attacks on islands of the ALAI! and TOKARA groups planes of TF 58 on the 
16 th - 18th destroyed 4 fuel dumps, sank several luggers and 15 small craft, damaged 
29 small craft and luggers, destroyed 5 planes on the ground plus 8 probably destroyed, 
destroyed 1 and damaged 6 radio stations. 

From dusk until 2330 on the 18th about 30-35 enemy aircraft attacked in 10 
raids from the IT, MW and W at OKINAWA. The CAP splashed 9, ships' guns got 4, and 
1 was a suicide hit, for a total of 14* 


2660 


-Continued- 




















19 'lay (Guam date)(C omo' d) 

Close support on southern OKINAWA was furnished by TF 53 and TG 52.1, with 
339 sorties using 163 tons, 1353 rockets, and 92 Napalm bombs. 

FAW1 planes on the 19 th probably sank a medium tanker and a small AK 
south of KOREA* Sightings declined noticeably, possibly due to bad weather. 

FAW 18 planes sank 1 SD, probably sank 1 SC and 1 SD plus 3 fishing boats, 
all south of HAMAMATSU, and left 1 SD sinlcing off SKIOHO MISAKE. 

30 B-29s laid 282 mines in SHU'CiiOSEKI STRAITS and V/AKASA WAN without losses. 

266 B-29s attacked HAMAMATSU city by radar from 24,000 feet when TACHIKA17A 
was found cloud covered. < 

Marshall 170607 (pink) informs ComGenFOA that action has been deferred by 
the War Dept on Army operational requirements for LONGTOH. 

Com2ndCarTaskFor 181035 announces that V.Adm. IlcCain hoisted his flag in 
the SHANGRI LA. 

Cominch & CNO 182005 disapproves request for permanent assignment of SeaBees 
to Marine Amphibious Corps. 

Cincpac Adv 190054 directs ComPhibGroup 12 report to Com7thFlt for temporary 
duty in connection with amphibious training of Army troops in the PHIIIPFINES. 

Richardson 190357 (pink) recommends that movement of General Gilbreath and 
Headquarters to MANILA be continued as scheduled since this movement will not inter¬ 
fere with the functioning of SoPacBaCom, 

Richardson 190827 (pink) infonus Cincpoa that as a result of Marshall's 170607 
ComGenFOA will be unable to support logistically Operation LONGrTOM vdth a target 
date of 20 August. 

SecNav 191600 announces that Admiral Hewitt has been designated to conduct 
further investigation of the Japanese attack on PEARL HARBOR. 



20 May (Guam date) 


The north shore of the ASAT0 GA'./A has been stabilized by the 6th MarDiv and 
the division continues its push south to IIAHA. On the 20th units of the division 
seized a hill SE of TAKAHOTCJI. From our present positions on this flank Japs are 
visible organizing tombs and other defensive positions on the hills of NAHA, On 
this flan]-: the defending Japs have recently showed a tendency to leave their caves 
and attack rather than wait to be dug and blasted out. The 1st MarDiv new swing its 
left flank 800 yards south of DAKESHI. The 77th InfDiv repulsed 3 counter-attacks, 
made by Japs estimated to be from a platoon to a company in strength, and captured a 
strong point 900 yards north of SHURI using tanks and flame throwers. In this sector 
3 Japs wearing Marine uniforms were killed. The 96 th InfDiv pushed south of Conical 
Hill and, pushing west, reached a hill 1600 yards east of ISHDSH. 


Enemy killed as of 2400 19 May: 50,836. Our casualties: KIA - 54, MIA 286, 
MIA - 32. 
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20 Kay (Guam date)(Cont*d) 




Harbor development at OKINAWA is continuing. Unloading beach at MACHINATO 
completed and operational. Hydrographic work has been completed in Y0IIA3ARU '/AIT, 

Net installations at NAGAGUSUKU '..711 are proceeding satisfactorily, 

LST SOS was hit by a bomb and badly damaged. 

TF 57 completes second day of strikes at SAKISHU.IA, Then has another two day 
replenishment period before least scheduled strikes on 24th and 25th. Destroyer 
QUILLIAI.I was damaged by collision and is proceeding to rendezvous with TF 112 in tow 
of the cruiser BLACK PRINCE. A CVE and tug from the fueling group are enroute to 
assist. Both groups of TF 53 are in the operating area. 

16 P-47s strafed airfields at TRUK. 9 B-24s bombed MARCUS. 

On the 19th 102 B-24s attacked KIIRUN HARBOR and dock installations with 256 
tons. 21 B-25s continued attacking railroad yards and factories. 71 P-33s divebcmbed 
and strafed TAINAN (35 aircraft) and GIRAN (36 aircraft) dromes. 

At OKINAWA close support was hampered by weather. 244 sorties used 34 tons 
of bombs and 206 rockets. 

FA// 1 planes sank 1 medium freighter-transport and probably sank 2 small AK 
S of KOREA. Off FUKUE SHE.IA 4 P-47s assisted a Privateer in sinking a picket boat 
by strafing. The P-47s went on to strafe T01E2 FIELD on FUKUE SHE.IA. 

30 B-29s mined SHEIONCSEKI STRAITS and V/AKASA BAY. 

271 B-29s dropped 1,430 tons of bombs by radar on HAMAMATSU. 

ComGen 10 190431 recommends mounting garrison and resupply shipping for Phase 
III-D in LSTs and LSMs from the MARIANAS. 

LtacArthur 190942 outlines operations of Allied Air Forces, S'.TP in support of 
CHINA Theater. 

Cominch & CN0 19ISOS (pink) expressed general agreement with Joint Staff 
Study OLYMPIC. 

ComGenAirFMFPac 192355 outlines existing plans for relief of Marine fighter 
pilots at OKINAWA on a 10-month combat tour. 

Cincpoa Adv 200209 (pink) suggests that JNPC 293/3 be revised to indicate 
general unsuitability of TAN3GA for airfield construction. 

Cincpoa Adv 200701 assigns PhotoGrp 1 to FAIT 1 for administrative purposes 
and outlines photographic responsibility and control in the RYUKYUS. 

Cincpoa Adv 200704 (pink) requests CamGenFOA’s recommendations concerning em¬ 
ployment of 2nd MarDiv in Phase III-D in lieu of 96 th Division. 

ComPhibsPac 200330 directs ComPhibsTraPac to submit program for amphibious 
training of Aray troops. 

ComAAFSIVPA 201734 requests clearance for ovemater flights by 3. /PA aircraft to 
SHANGHAI, FORMOSA and CHINA Coast as far north as FOOCHOW. */] 
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21 Hay (Guam date) 
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During the night' 20-21 May the 6 th MarDiv repulsed a counter attack of A I 
aoout 500 Japs, Id. Hin g half* Some of the attackers wore our uniforms and carried r ' * 
our weapons. On the 21st the heaviest enemy artilleiy concentration to date fell 
in the 4th I.IarRegt area resulting in heavy casualties among our troops. In the last 
3 days there has been a noticeable lack of infiltration end suicide anti-tank rushes 
against our right flank positions. Sugar Loaf Hill is new completely secured, after 
having changed hands 11 times, and the division is pushing south of this ooint. In 
the 1 st MarDiv zone of action 3 groups of Japs with demolition charges wrapped around 
their waists attacked a tank company. The Japs were dispersed with no loss to our 
tanks. Fighting for ’/AHA RIDGE continues with one prong now under our control and 
fierce fighting talcing place in our efforts to take the southern prong. The 77th Inf 
Div launched a night attack at 0300 on the 21st. A limited objective was reached and, 
continuing the attack, the div captured TAIHA MACKE just north of SHURI. The town 
was held despite an eneny attempt to recapture it late in the afternoon. The 96 th 
Inf Div pushed to the south and west. Cn the left flank the outskirts of Y0NA3ARU were 
reached and patrols reported that the town itself was deserted. To the west an ex¬ 
tremely strong hill position, loOO yards west of KIBARA, was captured. 

Our casualties as of 2400 20 May: KIA - 4,555; ’VIA - 20,254; MIA - 392; 
total - 25 , 201 . 

At OKINAWA 2 or 3 midget submarines were active on the evening of the 20th, 
of which all were believed to be destroyed or damaged. About the same time, dusk 
air attacks inflicted the following damage: BUTLER (DMS 29 ) took 2 suicide hits 
on her mainmast loiocking out all her radars but causing no hull damage or personnel 
casualties. THATCHER (DD 514) took one suicider mnidshi ;s which put her forward 
engine room out of action, but the ship was able to proceed to KERAMA RITTO under 
her own power. TATTNAL (APD 19) was bombed, extend of damage unknowh. REGISTER (APD 
92 ) had a suicider crash on deck destroying her 40 mm and causing some hull damage. 
CHASE (AH) 54) had a suicide plane crash alongside opening her seams and flooding her 
engineering spaces. 1ST 808 was hit again. 

ComNorPac reports that 5 DD of DesRon 57 maintained patrol from the morning 
of the 17 th until the evening of the 20 th along a 90 mile front inside the northern 
KURILES, apparently -without detection and without sighting any enemy vessels. On 
their departure the night of the 20th the force bombarded the harbor of SURI3ACHI, 
starting fires and explosions. Tiro enemy planes attacked the force but caused no 
casualties. 

At FORMOSA on the 20th 20 3-25s attacked railroad yards at 4 places, and 
bombed an alcohol plant. 

In the RYUKYUS, bad weather cancelled distant air support and limited close 
support by TG 99.2, TF 53, and TG 52.1 to 135 sorties (113 tons, 754 rockets, 16 
Napalm). From 1323 - 2000 dusk attack® by 35 low-flying enemy aircraft from the N 
and 7J, avoiding picket stations but apparently coordinated with midget sub activity, 
resulted in 6 suicide hits or near misses, 11 shot down by shims 1 AA and 9 by TAF CAP 
for a total of 26 destroyed. 

A FA Vf 13 plane left 1 SC and 5 fishing boats sinking and damaged 1 Pete, 
at an unreported location. 

FAN 1 planes, from 14-20 May sank 3 ships for 14,930 tons, and damaged 12 for 
10,350 tons. 3 eneny aircraft were destroyed and 3 damaged. 2 F3Ms were lost with 14 
personnel missing. Since arrival in the OKI! ANA Area shortly after L-Day (1 April) 

FAN 1 olanes hace sunk 36,830 tons, damaged 31,500 tons, destroyed 21 enemy aipep^t, 
and damaged 15 ener.y aircraft. - Continued - - ; 














21 Hay (Guam date) (Cora: *d) 

Com3rd71t 200400 (pink) constitutes Com3rdFlt*s OpPlan 3-45 for support 
of consolidation of the RYUKYUS. 

MacArthur 200912 (pink) describes planned artillery organization for OLYMPIC. 

Cincooa Adv 210143 (pink) proposed transfer from 7thFlt of 2 VPB(ML) Sq. to 
PacFlt and 2 VPB(HL) Sq. to HorPac. 

Cincpac Adv 210050 requests that additional CVEs be made available for 
transport duty and that as many CVEs from British be procured as possible. 

ComGen USF CHINA 210300 (pink) outlines arrangement for FEAF air assistance to CHINA 
Theater. 

22 I,'ay (Guam date) 

Rain and mud slowed claim the offensive along most of the front lines 
throughout the 22nd. However, excellent gains were made on the left flank where 
the 7th InfDiv has replaced the 96th InfDiv. The 7th launched an attack under cover 
of darkness during the early morning of the 22nd and drove through Y0HABAAU to the 
high ground south of the town in the vicinity of ITARASHIKU. The 96th InfDiv is 
still in the front lines between the 77th and 7th InfDivs. On the left flank the 
6th IiarDiv mopped up bypassed enemy pockets and continued to strengthen its front 
lines along the ASAT0 RIVER. The 1st LlarDiv repulsed a coutner attack of about 200 
Japs, killing 80. 

Command changes: RAdrn Price, ComFairJing 1 has relieved RAdm Kiland as S0PA 
KERAI.IA RETT0; RAdm McCormick, ComBatDiv 3, has relieved RAdm Smith, ComCruDiv 5, as 
CTF 54. 



On the 20th fog over both islands prevented all but one strike at HI SARA. 
On dawn of the 20th QUITJJAM had her collision. 

On the 21st TF 57 dropped 60 tons at HIRARA. 1 L!yrt was shot down. British 
losses: 1 plane in combat, 2 operationally. After striking on the 24th and 25th, 
KING GEORGE V with 3 DD will leave for GUAM; the rest of the force will fuel and 
and then proceed to MANUS. Both groups of TF 53 fuel today. 

CINCEI reported sinking a Nachi Class cruiser 5 miles off PENANG before 
dawn on the 16th by DD attacks. 

The night of the 21st 5-6 ener/y aircraft attacked I'.iO JH.IA doing slight 
damage, 2 Bettys were shot down by AA. 

Scheduling of heavy day attacks on FORMOSA on the 22nd and 23rd has been 
prevented by bad weather. 

Scheduled strikes on KYUSHU and SAKISHIMA were weathered out on the 21st 
and only 62 close support sorties were flam (using 4.5 tons, 116 rockets). 1 P-47 
is missing from a raid on KYUSHU, and 1 F6F was shot down by friendly AA near IE 
SHIMA on the morning of the 21st. 
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22 Kay (Guam date)(Conn'd) 

At dusk 12-15 enemy aircraft attacked in 2 raids from the west catching 
our CAP on the ground because of bad v.-eather. 3 eneziy aircraft were destroyed by AA 
and suicide attempts. There were none of our shies damaged. 

A summary of air strikes in support of the 24th Corps on OKINAWA from 8 
April to 13 May shows: Total direct support missions - 798, total support aircraft 
sorties - 6,634. 

Along the southern HONSHU Coast, from SHIONO HISAKI to CHIBU PENINSULA, 

FA7 13 planes, on the 21st and 22nd, sank 1 SD, 3 fishing boats and 5 luggers; 
heavily damaged 2 small AK; shot dorm a glider, probably destroyed the Sally towing 
the glider plus a Pete, and destroyed a bridge on SHIONO CAPE. 1 PB4Y ditched 30 
miles north of TJ 0, with all the crew rescued. 

FAW 1 planes on the 22nd south of KOREA left 4 SD burning off SHANGHAI, 2 
of 7 luggers were left dead in the water; outside HAHGCHOH BAY 4 of 7 SD were damaged. 

30 B-29s laid 134 mines in 3 west channels into SHBI0N0SSKI STRAITS, and 
in MAIZURU HARBOR (HAKASA Y/AN) on the 21st and again on the 22nd. 

ComAir7thFlt 110330 (pink) submits to 7thFlt recoranendation for reduction 
of VFB Squadrons. 

ComAir7thFlt 140933 submits similar recommendations covering seaplane ten¬ 
ders in 7thFlt. 

HacArthur 210114 (pink) constitutes his comments on Joint Staff Study 
(Preliminary Draft), OLYMPIC. 

Richardson 220546 requests that all matters involving movement, use or 
disposition of Array troop units in ?0A be referred to CoraGenPOA before final de¬ 
cision. 


HacArthur 220810 (pink) outlines additional service troops to be supplied 
by redeployment to meet requirements in the HYUKYUS. 


23 Hav (Guam date) 


( 



The 7th InfDiv continued to advance on the left flank. The 134th InfRegt 
pushed into the 0ZATC Hill mass and captured high ground south of TAIRA. This ad¬ 
vance protects the Army left flank as the lines sizing to the west toward the envelop¬ 
ment of SHURI. Other units of the division pushed westward, along the road net 
crossing the island to K0KUBA-GAM, and reached high ground south of Y0KA./A. The 
96th InfDiv was subjected to a counter attack by an estimated Jap Bn during the early 
morning of the ---3rd. Japs at so.re points penetrated 600 yards into the division lines 
before they were repulsed and the division lines reestablished v/ith no loss of ground 
after a three hour battle. Throughout the 23rd the division was held up by eneny re¬ 
sistance from hills in front of its lines from which positions the enemy poured 
mutually supporting fire. The 77th InfDiv, attacking hills south of ISHUMI, made no 
reported gains throughout the day. Our artillery fired on SHURI CASTLE from this 
division zone and, in return, the division received heavy mortal' fire. The 1st HarDiv 
repulsed another counter attack against that portion. 2 Bns from 4th Marines, 6th 
HarDiv, forded ASAT0 RIVER under cover of smoke to establish a bridgehead on the south 
bank of the river. Engineers are now constructing a vehicular bridge to permit tanks 
to cross and consolidate the bridgehead. 266^ 
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23 Hay (Guam date)(Corrb’d) 

Eneigy casualties - 2400 22 May - 56,190. 

A TU consisting of 2 LCI and 1 DE has coupleted its reconnaissance of the 
northern MARIANAS. During this sweep the unit visited ASCUKCI0IT, MAUG, AGRIHAN and 
PAGAN. 22 Japs and Okinawans and 16 natives were brought back. 

32 P-47s attacked TRUK on the 23rd destroying 1 single-engine plane on 
MCEN. A launch was blown up off TOL ISLAND. 

TU 52.1.3 attacked SAECSHHIA GUIITO on the 22nd and 23rd destroying 1 energy 
aircraft on the ground, and probably destroying 5. B 

Bad weather hampered close support on OKINAWA. A night fighter shot down 1 
of 4 attacking enemy planes during the evening. Other hecklers were over the island 
around midnight, but did no damage. 

CTF 51 reports total Naval casualties through 22 May as follows: HA - 1,011; 
WIA - 2,933; MIA - 1,237. Total - 5,131. 

FA’7 1 planes sank 2 SD and damaged 2 others south of KOREA; sank 1 SD between 
SAISHU and SHANGHAI, and a fishing boat south of SAISHU. 

A PB4Y of FAV/ IS sanlc a net tender and a small AK in SURUGA V7AN, and shot 
dam 1 of 2 attacking Nicks. The PB4Y was slightly damaged. 1 PB4Y ditched 5 miles 
east of IWO, vrith 3 rescued and S lost, including 3 pilots. 

558 B-29s were airborne and 533 effective in the incendiary attack on the 
southern TOKYO urban area on the night of 23-24th. Bombing was from S-12,000 feet. 

Box score of energy aircraft destroyed in FOA since IS March (to 30 April): 

TF 53 - 325, TF 51 - 349, TF 57 - 29 , TF 93 - 9, TG 50.5 - n, 20th AAF - 
116 , TF 94 - 9. Total - S48. 

ComHorPac 300015 (pink) constitutes NorPac OpOrd 4-45, mission to destroy 
energy shipping in OKHOTSK SEA, etc. 

MacArthur 2214-34 concurs in plan for logistic support of Fleet Marine Force 
as arranged by Brig.Gen. Sdson during his recent visit. 

MacArthur 221530 (pink) agrees to removal of Marine Corps from DIABOLIC; 
first 2 divisions approximately X plus 90 , 3rd division depending on existent situa¬ 
tion. 

JCS 222139 requests immediate statement concerning value of OSS in P0A. 

Cincpoa Adv 230049 requests ComGen BomCom IS be instructed to hold the 22 
multi-engine aircraft in rear areas ready for forward call to 0KINAY7A. 

Cincpoa Adv 230213 (pink) replies to CIMCAFPAC 210114 which commented on 
Joint Staff Study Preliminary Draft, OLYMPIC. 

Cincpoa Adv 230215 (pink) requests reconsideration of Cominch order that 
Operation FIREBREAK be conducted as a training exercise. 
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23 May (Guam date) (Coxro *d) 

Cincpoa Adv 230216 recommends that ComGenAAFPOA give consideration to develop¬ 
ment of NAHA as an unloading depot for fighter aircraft. 

Cincpoa Adv 230559 (pink) directs ComGen 10 to submit to CINCPOA his comments 
on relocation of Headquarters, XK BomCom and 7th AF. 

Cincpoa Adv 230S49 (pink) replies to Cominch concerning need for OSS in POA. 

Cincpoa Adv 230853 (pink) submits to CINCAFPAC for consideration a proposed 
communication plan for OLYMPIC. ^ 

24 Hay (Guam date) 

Mud continued to limit advances along most of the front lines. However, the 
7th InfDiv, against light opposition, pushed farther into the GZATO-UURA hill mass 
and seized high ground 500 yards south of TAIRA and 600 yards west of TAIRA. The 
96th InfDiv beat off an enemy counterattack against its right flank* The 77th InfDiv 
mopped up isolated enemy strong points. The 1st MarDiv engaged in active patrolling 
behind its lines. The 6th MarDiv completed 2 bridges across ASAT0 liIVSR. Marines 
have crossed the river in strength and entered ASAT0 TOWN, but the lack of self 
propelled guns and tanks, mired in the mud, is slowing down reduction of enemy 
strong points. 

Casualties as of 2400 23 May: Enemy - 56 , 885 . Own - (Less 27th InfDiv) - 

26,675. 

SViPA search planes from PALAV/AN extended their sectors to MALAY PENINSULA and 
made a thorough reconnaissance of the SINGAPORE Area. A Naclii Class cruiser was seen 
at the Naval Base with another Nachi or Vtago Class nearby. Both groups of TF 58 
remain northeast of OKINAWA. .Airplane calls for fighter patrols over the northern 
RYUKYUS, with dawn and dusk CAPs at AMAMI and KIKAI. TG 58.4 departed yesterday from 
ULITHI to relieve TG 58.3. TF 57 is scheduled to complete their last strike for the 
time being at SAKISHBIA tomorrow. 

24 B-24s bombed MARCUS on the 24th. 

There were 5 raids during the early morning of the 23rd. 2 more in the early 

evening, and several more from 2330-0230, all concentrated in the IE SHU LA Area. 6 
planes were shot down by the BRADFORD (DD 545)* 

Bad weather limited air support from TG 52.1 and 99.2 to 93 sorties (33 tons, 

521 rockets, 26 Napalms). 

At 2020 35 F4Us from MAG-22 arrived on a ferry flight from GUAM. 

At 2355 CTF 51 reported persistent air attacks beginning at 1930. There were 
19 raids with an estimated 60 enemy aircraft involved up to the time of the dispatch. 

15 enemy aircraft had been shot down with no report of damage to surface craft. The 
attacks were continuing, apparently concentrating on airfields. IE SIIILi was hit 
in the vicinity of the naval base. 1 enemy aircraft landed wheels up on Yontan strip, 
letting out several Japs who were attacking parked planes with hand grenades. Con¬ 
siderable damage was reported. 

FAF 1 planes shot down 2 floatnlanes and destroyed 3 SC west of SASEBO, 
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24 Hay (Guam date)(Cone*d) 

FA'./ IS planes shot dovm 1 Nick, sank 1 SD and 3 fishing boats off CHIBU; 
left 1 FTD dead in the water off SHIONO MISAKI, and seriously damaged 1 PC and de¬ 
stroyed 4 luggers off HAMAMATSU. 

104 TOKYO bound P-51s aborted 2 hours from IV/0 because of bad weather. 

Marshall 222315 outlines policy under consideration by JCS and proposed by 
State, 7/ar end Navy Coordinating Committee for handling Allied National's which are 
now held prisoners of war by the Japanese. 

Cominch 222316 requests comment on Marshall 222315. 

Cincpoa Adv 240255 (pin!:) assigns CTF 93 responsibility of neutralizing 
MARCUS and enemy bases in the BONINS as well as responsibilities assigned by 
OpPlan 4-45. 

Cincpac Adv 240258 (pink) assures TG 99.2 will make maximum effort against 
KYUSHU to disrupt enemy attacks now forming. 

CinCSVfPA 240518 (pink) reports that the study of Joint Staff Study OLYMPIC 
reveals a nunber of basic differences in interpretation of recent planning directives. 

Cincpoa Adv 2405/(0 informs CTF 93 that the means used in neutralizing TRUK 
and MARCUS is a matter left to the judgment of CTF 93* 

Cincpoa Adv 240558 (pink) indicates that the arrival of fighter groups destined 
for FRICTION must take place by 15 October. 

Cincpoa Adv 240600 proposes uniform procedure for release of Array units to 
CIIICAFPAC. 

Cincpoa Adv 241257 (pin]:) requests that specific information be supplied by 
CINCAFPAC concerning differences in interpretation and proposes early conference, 

Cincpoa Adv 241259 comments on proposed method of handling liberated Allied 
prisoners of war now held by the Japanese. 

( 


25 Nay (Guam date) 

In spite of continued rain and i:iud on OKINAWA both flanks made advances 
during the day. On the right the 6th LlarDiv pushed south of the ASATO RIVER line 
and expanded its bridgehead into NAHA. Many streets in the town are reported mined. 
Tanks have crossed into the city but mud prevents strong support. Jap artillery lias 
failed to destroy the bridges across the ASATO GA'./A. The 1st LlarDiv limited its 
activities to aggressive patrolling. The 77th InfDiv cleaned out the town immediately 
north of SHURI. The position of the 96 th InfDiv remained unchanged* On the left 
flank, the 7th InfDiv repulsed a Jap counter attack. 

Casualties as of 2 /jjOO 24 May: Eneiry: 57,407 killed; PONs - Military, 641; 
Laborers , 403. Own: KEA 73, VJIA 336, MIA 61, total - 470. 

At OKINAWA air raids continued during morning of the 25th. 3 DD, 2 DE, 1 DMS, 

3 APD, 1 AM, 1 XAK, 1 LSM were damaged by suicide planes. 
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25 May (Guam date)(Couu'd) 

During the raids earlier in the evening, ships on radar picket station 15 
(north of BOLO) attacked several snail fast surface targets believed to be suicide 
boats. All were believed destroyed; none made any surface attack on our slips. 

TF 57 fuels today and then departs for MANUS and GUAM. Neutralization mis¬ 
sion taken over by CVS Group. 

TF 53 during the period 19 thru 23 May attacked airfields, seaplane bases 
and .ground installations on MIUAUI, TOKUNC, IQKAI and AMAMI G SHU.IA. 1 plane splashed; 
4 destroyed on ground. 3 small craft sunk; 3 damaged. On the 24th, during sweeps 
over KYUSHU 12 planes were destroyed and an unstated number of probables. 2 more were 
shot down over TCKUNG. 

Naval casualties to 22 May: KIA and MIA 4,270, '.ilk 4,171. (Increase since 17 
May of 300 and 200 respectively). This does not include all casualties from BUNKER 
HILL and 2 DD, nor casualties from recent air raids, TF 57 casualties. 

No strikes were scheduled on FORMOSA on the 24th. 

Enemy air attacks which began at 1930 on the 24th continued intermittently 
until 0430 on the 25th, and began again at 0800. Between 1940/24th and 1200/25th CTF 
51 estimates 175 eneiry aircraft attacked. Of these, an estimated 111 have been re¬ 
ported destroyed so far, and the final score may be higher. The dusk CAP got 9, the 
night CAP 6, (including 3 Bettys); ships guns during the night destroyed 9; IW 31 IMA 
AAA (reported by ComGen 10) destroyed 16 of 23 overhead; Yontan Field got 6 Sallys by 

AAA and crash landings, plus 5 others by AAA; the day CAP on the morning of the 25th 

destroyed 43. There were 3 suicide hits and 1 near miss on 4 ships from 0020 to 0330; 

and 7 suicide hits plus 1 near miss on 7 ships from 0315 to 1200. 

About 2250 6 .S ally s attempted to land on Yontan; AAA got 5, and a 6th crash 
landed, wheels up. An estimated 22 Japs from the Sallys attacked parked planes with 
incendiary grenades and demolition charges, destroying 4 transports, 1 fighter, 2 
bombers, with 2 transports damaged. ComGen 10 reports 25 aircraft damaged on Yontan. 

A 70,000 gallon gas dump was burned. Tire II—S and E-W runways we re inoperational until 
0800 because of debris from exploding planes. On Yontan we had 1 killed in action 
and 9 'wounded; ComGen 10 reports 12 Japs killed. Tarries and foot patrols were combing 
the area for the remnants. One bomb hit a Naval dispensary dugout on IE SHILIA with 
an estimated 25 KIA and 35 MIA. 

The TAF sent 28 ?-47s to strike KYUSHU on the afternoon of the 24th. They 
bombed and rocketed KUSHIRA, MIYAZAKI, and KANOYAj shot down 3-4 planes and shot 
down 1 George on the return to base. 

1 small AK was damaged south of KOREA by FAN 1 aircraft on the 25th. 

Including tomorrow night's mining mission, there will have been 90 B-29s en¬ 
gaged in inning in 3 missions on 3 successive nights. The SHIH0N0SEKI STRAITS continue 
as a prime target. 

69 p-51s escorted by B-29s hit T0K0RAZAWA and IATSUD0 dromes (20 miles KN 
and 10 miles NE of TOKYO) from 1230-1345. They shot down 3 enemy aircraft, with 1 
damaged arid scored 10 - 3-36 on the ground. 
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25 May (Guam date)(Cont’d) 




Photos taken on the 25th through haze and smoke show an additional 3.2 sq.mi. 
of TOKYO destroyed. Considerable additional damage is probable when clearer photo¬ 
graphs can be taken. 

JCS 242237 (pink) fines res ;onsibility for civil censorship in OLYMPIC and 
CORONET on CINCAFPAC. 

Cincpac Adv 250507 (pink) requests that concurrence given by Admiral Sherman 
in telephone conversation v.Ith Admiral Cooke concerning operational control of gunfire 
support be held in aberrance. 



26 May (Guam date) 


Rains have reduced 10th Array zone of action to a quagmire. During the night 
25-26 May the 6th MarDiv repulsed a counterattack. The 26th was spent chiefly in° 
organizing front line positions. Foot bridges across the ASATO RIVER have been washed 
out. However, one Bailey bridge remains intact. On the right flank 1 Co. from the 
134th InfRegt attacked to the south in order to strengthen our 0ZAT0 hills position. 
One hill 1200 yards east of TAIRA was captured. During the past two days about 1,000 
mines have been cleared in the areas south and west of YOKABARU. Artillery and planes 
are talcing action against what may be large scale troop movements south of SHURI. 

Additional data on damage from raids on 24/25th: LSM 135, previously reported 
beached, has been abandoned; BARRSY (APD 29), badly damaged, beached at KERAMA; BATES 
(APD 47), hit by two suicides, capsized during salvage operations. 

On 24-25 May TF 57 dropped eighty tons of bombs on installations at SAKISHIMA 
GUTJTO and left all fields unserviceable on departure. No aircraft encountered. 

All three groups of TF 53 have rendezvoused and are fueling on a northerly 
course today. 

Amplifying reports from P-47 pilots who attacked TRUK airfields at low alti¬ 
tude on the 23rd indicate that only 3 planes were possibly operational, and that 2 of 
these were shot up and probably destroyed. The Irving, reported several times from 
photographs, was observed to be on jacks, although it had been recently moved. 

There were no additional enemy air attacks after 1200 on the 25th. It is now 
estimated that over 200 enemy aircraft took part. The final score of enemy aircraft 
destroyed, as reported by CTF 51 for the period 1300/24 to 1200/25 stands at 166, a 
jump of 55 over yesterday, distributed as follows: CAP, 94; ships guns, 30; shore 
AA, 27; suicides (hits and misses), 15. Included in the above totals were 34 enesTiy 
aircraft shot dawn by P-47s of the 313th group who encountered the enemy force on 
the morning of the 25th during an aborted strike at KYUSHU, we lost no planes in air 
combat in these encounters, 

CG, TAF reported that on 26 May 455 aircraft of that force were oresent on 
OKBIA’VA and IS SlffilA fields. 

On the 25th and 2oth 439 B-29s bombed TOKYO with 3700 tons of incendiaries in 
what Ming Commander say was the most successful mission yet. 6 B-29s are luiown lost 
and 19 others are missing, and presumed lost over the target. 
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26 Hay (Guam date) (Cone,’d) 

GHQ /PA 251102 (pink) discusses differences between CINCPOA and CINCAFPAC 
in command relationsliips for CLILPuG. 

JCS 25215S (pink) constitutes the directive for OLYMPIC Operation and defines 
responsibilities of CINCPOA and CINCAFPAC. 

Gom3rd?lt 252217 (pink) outlines considerations favoring ENIWETOK as fleet 
anchorage in support of KSEL3L0CKS and other operations to the north. 

Cincpac Adv. 252315 (pink) concurs in the assignment of the Airy Fighter Com¬ 
mand at IWO JU.IA to 20th Air Force. 

Com5tliFlt & Com3rdFlt 260231 (pink) jointly recommend Cincpoa Op-Plan 4-45 
be placed in effect 2400 (-9) 27 Hay. 

Cincpac Adv 260S42 (pink) requests early conraent on feasibility of occupying 
CI-IUSAN ARCIUPHLiGO using only Marines. 

Cincpoa Adv 260843 outlines requirements for combat CVEs which are set at 
30 for combat purposes and 40 for transports. 

Cincpac Adv 260930 (pink) reconmends the establishment of a U.S. commercial 
airline from the best Coast to AUSTRALIA and WHY ZEALAND and ultimately to GUAM and 
MANILA. 


27 May (Guam date) 

Report from ComGen 10 v/as not received. 

In addition to the normal fire support on the 26th, Wi YORK (BB 34 ), 
VINCENNES (CL 64 ) and BET ORLEANS (CA 32) fired on troop concentrations moving in 
open country south of SHURI, IcLlling an estimated 500. RALPH TALBOT (DD 390) de¬ 
stroyed 2 native boats filled with troops armed with explosive charges and grenades 
off NAKAGUSUKU 17’All. PC 1603 was hit by two suicide planes and abandoned. 

At midnight last night Com3rdFlt relieved Com5thFlt in command of the naval 
forces in the combat area. 

16 P-47s attacked TRUK at lav; level on the 27th. 9 3-24s bombed MARCOS from 

7200-8000 feet on the 26 th. 

49 B-25s attacked fuel plants, railroad yards, end targets of opportunity 
on FORMOSA on the 26th. 

The only new air attack reported at OKINAWA v/as a small one at 1545/26th 
during which 2 suicide hits were scored on PC-1603. The CAP splashed 3 enemy air¬ 
craft during this attack, plus 3 others in the morning. Delayed reports indicate 
that ships guns shot down 4 more enemy aircraft during the heavy attacks of the 24 th- 
25th. 

The TAF gave diminished close support on the 2oth because of bad weather. 
Planes of this force have now shot down 371 enemy aircraft, including 75 during the 
attacks of the 24th-25th. 1 pilot is missing from the 25th. 
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2? Hay (Guam date)(Cono , d) 

CTF 53 reports 5 enemy aircraft shot darn on the 25th, 4 of them near the 

force. 

Attacks on the SAKISHIHA GUNTO continued on the 26th by TU 52.1.1. 

FAS? 13 planes sank 1 FTC and 3 fishing boats, probably sank 1 75-foot diesel 
trawler, and damaged 2 SD on the 27th. 1 search plane failed to return from patrol. 

Cne plane of FA17 1 sank 5 snail ships and damaged 4 more. 

Enemy aircraft destroyed in FOA 13 larch to 30 April, inclusive: 3,227. 

From 1 Hay to date: TF 53 - 330, TF 51 - 516, TF 57 - 29, TF 93 - 27, TO 50.5 - 13, 
20th AAF - 139, TF 94 - 10; total - 1 , 064 . 

JCS 250123 (pink) describes proposal made by U.S. Chiefs of Staff to the 
British concerning assumption by the British of control of the SViPA. 

UacArthur 261634 concurs in Cinepoa 240600 outlining procedure for releasing 
Array units to CIIEAFPAC. 

Cinepoa Adv 262315 (pin!:) announces assumption by Com3rdFlt of control of 
Commander RYUKYUS forces and forces heretofore in the 5th Fleet. 

Cinepoa Adv 270117 (pink) announces that the Joint Chiefs of Staff have 
directed Operation OLYMPIC. 

Cinepoa Pearl 270141 requests ComGen Ten to report unloading rate at OKINAWA 
which is now twenty-one days behind schedule. 

Cinepoa Adv 270540 directs ComAirPac to designate two VPB(IIL) Squadrons 
for NorPac. 

Cinepoa Adv 270541 requests concurrence of CINCSWPA in reduction of 7thFlt 
VPB(HL) Squadrons from six to four. 

Cinepoa Adv 270633 directs ComGen Ten to accelerate airfield construction 
on IE SHIHa. 

Cinepoa Adv 270725 provides that clearance for all visitors to OKINAWA 
must be made through CinCFOA. 
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28 Kay (Guam date) 



During the 27th and 23th advances were again made on both flanks with the 
center of the Army lines, north of 3HURI, practically static. On the right the 6th 
HarDiv launched an attack before davm on the 28th pushing south against rifle and 
MG fire occupied all of that portion of NAHA west of the canal which runs north and 
south through the center of the city. The 1st MarDiv making its main effort on its 
right captured the town of ASATO. On its left flank the Division reached the crest 
of a hill 100 yards west of I SI HUE twice only to be driven back by heavy energy fire. 
Elements of the division are still attacking in this sector. The front lines of the 
77th and 96 th InfDivs remained static throughout the day. Patrols sent out in front 
of our lines received heavy fire indicating that there is no lessening of resistance 
by the Japs in the SHURI positions. The 7th InfDiv pushed its lines farther south 
into OZATA HILLS and patrols, against virtually no opposition, ranged far ahead of the 
front lines being reported in the vicinity of THRA, KAMZATO and SHIHLATO. 

Casualties, 2400 27th: Enemy - KIA 59,055 (Estimated); PONs 1,323. Own - 
•KEA 51 , LI A 227 , iHA 4; total - 282. 

In persistent Jap air attacks at OKEIANA on the 27th, the night of the 27-23th 
and the morning of the 23th, a total of 15 ships ’were hit. Cne sank, twelve remained 
operable. 


53 StVP B-25s used about 50 tons in striking at factories, railroad yards, and 
to.',-ns on the southern part of FORMOSA. 4 P-33s destroyed 4 locomotives and 4 trucks. 

During the 25 hours from 0730 on the 27th to 0330 on the 23th an estimated 150 
enemy aircraft attacked the OKINAWA area in 56 raids of 2-4 planes each. Incomplete 
figures indicate that 79 were destroyed including suiciders. Determined efforts were 
made to penetrate our transport area defenses and reach the heavy ships, but again DDs 
and other small ships took the brunt of the attacks. From 0730-1130 on the 27th an 
estimated 25 enemy aircraft attacked from the II and HE in spite of foul weather. 16 
were destroyed (CAP3, ships' guns 3, 5 suicides). From 1700 attacks continued all 
night in bright moonlight until 0330 on the 23th. During the night the CAP destroyed 
7, ships' guns got 13, and 3 were suicides. (Total - 23). After daylight TF 36 CAP 
shot dorm 15 and the TAP CAP got 20. Final breakdown: CAP's 45; ships' guns 21; 
suicides 13 , for a total of 79* 

Direct air support on the 27th was hampered by bad weather. 65 sorties were 

flown. 


FAN 1 Privateers on the 27th sank 1 DE or DD (described as dead in the water, 
minus bow), 1 SD (described as damaged), and 1 large AK (described as damaged), for 
a total of 7 ships sunk and 3 damaged, south of KOREA. On the 23th Privateers shot 
dam 1 Hate in foul weather. 2 Irivateers were kept on the ground because of lack of 
gassing facilities. 

FAN IS planes probably sank 1 SC and 1 FTD wouth of HONSHU on the 23th. 

On the 23th 46 P-51s attacked KASU1HGAURA Airfield, 30 miles HE of TOKYO, 
claiming 1 airborne enemy aircraft destroyed, 5 destroyed or ;robably destroyed on 
the ground, and 35 da. aged on the ground. 1 P-51 was lost over the target. 

Photographs taken on the 23th showed that the 2 heavy 21 BomCom incendiary at¬ 
tacks of 23-24 and 25-26 May had destroyed 13.6 sq.mi. of TOKYO. A total of 51.3 sq. 
mi. or ko% of the city of TOKYO has now been destroyed. 
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28 May (Guam date) (Coni' d) 

Cinepac Adv 280058 (pink) informs Cominch concerning plans for the use of 
MHL/ETCK by 3rdFlt. 

Cincpac Adv 230059 (pink) requests that all matters on deployment of naval 
combatant forces in POA be referred by Cominch to Cincpac rather than to AirPac or 
other type commanders. 

Cincpoa Adv 230124 (pink) approves visit of General Casey and requests exact 
date of General Chamberlain*s proposed visit. 



29 Hay (Guam date) ^ 

During the 23th patrols from the 6th HarDiv crossed over to 0N0YAMA ISLAND in 
MALI HARBOR. During the night 23-29th engineers constructed three bridges across 
the canal in NAHA and by the 29th all of NAHA north of the harbor had been captured 
with the exception of scattered pockets of resistance. Pushing to the SS the division 
made gains of approximately 900 yards. In the 1st MarDiv ZA "C" Co., 1st Bn., 5th 
Marines captured Shuri Castle. Japs were found swimming in the moat. Tire castle, 
itself, has been used as the headquarters of the 32nd Jap Army and was the hub of the 
SHURI defensive position. To the north the left flank of the 1st MarDiv and the en¬ 
tire front lines of the 77th InfDiv remained static. During the night of the 23th, 
the 96 th InfDiv repulsed a Jap counter attack, ^receded by a AO minute Jap artillery 
concentration. The 7th InfDiv repulsed a counter attack on its left flank and Idlled 
swimmers attempting to land behind the division lines. A reconnaissance unit in a LCI 
skirted the coast from YGNABARU to the southern tip of the island, firing on targets 
of opportunity with no retaliatory fire being received. 

Casualties as of 2400 28 May. Enemy: ICE A - 59,522 (estimated), PO'Js: Military 
722, Laborers - 610. Own: (Cumulative) KIA - 1,057, V7IA - 23,024, MIA - 335, total - 
24,06. 

In raids at GKH'A ,'A on evening of 28th, SHUB.lICK (DD 639) was hit by a suicid- 
er and v/as towed to KERAMA RBTT0. 

2 groups of TF 53 remain to east of OKINAWA. TG 38.3 departed operating area 
for LEYTE to arrive forenoon of 1 June, except for RANDOLPH which comes via GUAM to 
disembark V.Adm. Mitscher. 


Vice Admiral McCain has assumed command of TF 33 


At FORMOSA on the 28th 39 3-25s bombed fuel and sugar plants and 3 P-51s de¬ 
stroyed 1 locomotive and daiaged 15 boxcars. 

120 B-24s with P-51 escort are scheduled to hit TAKA0 installations on the 

30 th. 

On the 28th the TAF splashed 17 more enemy aircraft for a 2-day total of AO; 
late reports credit ships AA with 18 more kills, and 2 more suicides are reported. 

The 2-day total of enemy aircraft destroyed now stands at 116. CTF 31 reports that 
suiciders continued to cause the greatest damage, but an increase in the frequency of 
torpedo attacks v/as noted. Only 1 Baka v/as noted, on a Betty shot down by the G- • 
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29 Hay (Guam date) (Coiii-’d) 




TAF intruders were over KYUSHU during the night and early morning of 28-29th. 
TG 32.1 continued to attack the SAKISHIIIA GUNTO, and reports losing 2 VF with pilots 
on the 27th. 3 fishing boats were sunk north of LHYAK0. 


On the 23th there were 111 close support sorties from TF 38, TG 32.1 and TG 

99.2. 


FA'7 1 sent 2 Privateers up the eastern coast of K01l.il to 39-00 N during which 
1 medium AK was sunk. PBM's sank 2 small AK and probably sank 1 SD. 

Com FAIT 1 reports that from 21-27 Pay inclusive FAST 1 planes sank 5,470 tons 
and damaged 3,130 tons of enemy shipping. 2 enemy aircraft were destroyed.- 

510 B-29s were airborne against YOKOHAMA on the 29th, 35 were early returns, 
leaving 475 effective. 7 B-29s were lost. 97 escorting P-51s met 140 moderately ag¬ 
gressive and very maneuverable enemy fighters. The P-51s claim 26 destroyed. 3 P-51s 
were lost. 

Com3rdPhib 282356 (pink) estimates that seizure of CHUSA1I ARCHIPELAGO can be 
accomplished without occupation of IIIHGPO PENINSULA. 

Cincpoa Adv 290244 directs that all OSS requests for personnel, intelligence 
material and utilization of POFTs be submitted to Cincpoa. 

Cincpoa Adv 290246 (pink) requests ComGenAAFPCA to coordinate with CIKCAFPAC 
the deployment of all non-VLR aviation units for deployment in the RYUKYUS. 

Cincpoa Adv 290331 (pink) confirms movement of Acorn 54 in 15th echelon 
scheduled for development of carrier pool. 

Cincpac Adv 290519 (pink) replies to Com3rdFlt 280929 (yellow) b3'‘ referring 
to Cincpoa 051250 (pink). 

Cincpoa Adv 290659 (pink) requests all movements from the ET0 for discharge 
in F0A ports be referred to Cincpoa. 

Cincpac Adv 290718 (pink) requests comment from ComLarGils Area concerning 
ability of 3N3TJET0K to support fast carrier groups. 

Cincpoa Adv 290858 (pin!:) announces plan for entry of submarines into JAPAN 
SEA and requests continuance of mining blockade of SHIM0N0SEKI STRAITS. 

Cominch & CLIO 291605 (pink) indicates training operation FIREBREAK will not 
be conducted. 
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30 Hay (Guam date) 


o 




The oi.li HarDiv pushed forward slowly after being held up by an enemy pocket 
on the eastern edge of NAHA# Elements of the 1st MarDiv which yesterday occupied 
ruins of Shuri Castle repulsed enemy infiltration attempts during the night and 
raised the American flag on the highest point of the SHURI battle grounds. The 77th 
InfDiv dispensed a night counter attack with ai-tillery. ISHEMI was captured plus 
high ground 500 yards east of SHURI. At dark the division was engaged in very- 
heavy fighting attempting to make a juncture with the 1st MarDiv in SHURI. The 
96th InfDiv against opposition which was generally light captured KEYAGUSUKU and a 
group of mutually supporting hills northeast of SHURI which the enemy had defended 
stubbornly for 19 days. The 7th InfDiv made advances ranging from 300 to 300 yards. 
Patrols from the division have reached the vicinity of TEHEKAH TC'.JH on CHI1ISII PENIN¬ 
SULA. 

Casualties as of 2400 29 May: Enemy - KIA 61,066; POY/s 731 Military, 613 
Laborers. Own: KIA 59, MIA 236, MIA 8; total - 303. 

Fast carriers augmented local air support arid sent strikes to northern 
RYUKYUS. CVEs struck SAKISHIMA. Usual fire support. 

16 P-47s strafed 4 airfields at TRUK on the 30th finding no airborne enemy 
aircraft, and only 2 on the ground. 

10 B-24s bombed MARCUS from 10,000 - 13,000 feet. 

On the 29th bad weather and rain allowed only isolated enemy raids, 1 of 
which came from the S'. 7 for the 1st time in several days. 8 enemy aircraft were de¬ 
stroyed during the day. 1 tvdn-engine enemy aircraft during the afternoon eluded 
the CAP by superior speed. CVE planes continued attacks on the SAKISHIMA GUNTO, and 
TF 3S planes attacked AMAMI. Close support by TF 38, TG 99»2 and TG 32.1 totaled 
140 sorties (45 tons, 469 rockets). 

Coni JABS CKHIAL/A reports that from 1-29 May inclusive, 499 carrier planes 
landed at Yontan for refueling, rearming, minor battle damage repairs and because 
of being weathered out of the carriers. On the heaviest day 51 planes landed. 

Naval casualties to date total 1,075 killed, 3,422 wounded, 1,400 missing. 

From 17-29 May inclusive 382 enerry aircraft including suiciders were destroyed by 
CAP, ship and shore guns, and interceptors. 

FAY/ 1 planes on the 30th damaged 1 CD and destroyed a 2nd. A FAY/ IS PV 
shot down a Topsy off SHIONO I ESAKI and damaged a radio tower on 0 31 ILIA. 

Sneny aircraft destroyed in PQA IS March to 30 April - 3,227. From 1 May 
to date: TF 38 - 345, TF 31 - 626, TF 37 - 29, TF 93 - 54, TG 30.5 - 14, 20thAAF - 
150, TF 94 - 10; total - 1,228. 

Cincpac Adv 290250 concurs with limitations with Cominch proposal to arrange 
transfer of Japanese naval personnel for hospital ship through POA by air. 

Cinepac Adv 290901 magazine stowage for torpedo warheads on carriers and the 
elimination of torpedoes from escort carriers. 

Cincioa Adv 290903 cancels previous directives for movement of 41st Bomb Group 
and authorizes establishment of both 41st Bomb Group and HAG 14 at Kadena temporarily. 

267^ 


- Continued - 













r\ 


30 Hay (Guam date)(Cont'd) 




Gominch 292207 announces transfer of 4 Atlantic CVEs to TransRonPac and 
further that 3 British CVEs now assigned to TransRonPac must be released to British. 

Cincpac Adv 300525 (pinlc) suggests that Japanese electronics industry be 
accorded first priority in carrier strikes against the Empire. 

Cinc;;>ac Adv 300526 (pink) outlines principal categories for employment of 3PF. 

Cincpac Adv 300632 (pink) assigns first priority to low oblique photo missions 
of southern KYUSHU. 


Cincpoa Adv 300826 (pinlc) constitutes directive covering VLR ammunition stocks 
in MARIAMS. 

Cincpac Adv 300829 (pink) recommends strongest possible representations be 
made to British for retention by PacFlt of 3 transport CVEs. 

Cincpac Adv 301225 (pink) outlines projected employment of TF 37 and anchor¬ 
ages to be used by BPF. 

CTF 31 301300 (pink) suggests employment of LCIs in lieu of 6 
air-sea rescue purposes at CIGNA'. ;A. 

(m*\ 

31 ITav (Guam date) 

The 6th MarDiv advanced about 1000 yards securing the entire north shore of 
NAHA HARBOR and overrunning K0BAKURA TOWN and hill, in the area of the town, from 
which Japs had directed fire against the division during the past two days. The im¬ 
mediate objective of the division is the north bank of the KGKUBA RIVER. The 1st 
MarDiv closed on the Jap pocket in north SIIURI and the V/ANA hill country aided by air 
strikes. Patrols from the division were in visual contact with patrols of the XXJV 
Corps. In conjunction with the 1st MarDiv the 77th InfDiv closed in on the SKURI 
pocket from the HE against little resistance and brought its lines up to the NE edge 
of the town. The 96th InfDiv attacking west towards the Corps boundary captured 
hills south of SHUH1. The 7th InfDiv captured hills to the NE of CHAU dominating 
the town. 

Casualties as of 2400 30 May:- Energy: IGA 61,519; P017 - Military 732, Laborers 
621. Own: KEA 50, VIA 276, IGA 1 - Total 327. 

One group of TF 33 is fueling; one group provides TCAP at OKINAWA, 

117 B-24s attacked TAMO. 3 others hit the southern tip of FORMOSA. 40 
P-38s and 30 P-51s flew escort and attack missions, 

TU 32.1.3 used 72 tons of bombs and 1191 rockets in attacks on the SAKI3HIMA 
GUNT0 on 29 & 30 May, sinking 3 fishing boats and damaging other targets. 2 planes 
were lost to AA. 


or 7 MTBs for 


FA'.' 1 planes on the 30*dar.iaged 3 picket boats, 2 large transports, a light 
ship and a small oiler off 'the YANGTZE RIVER in the EAST CHINA SEA. Intense AA killed 
1 man and wounded 2. On the 31st FAG 1 planes damaged a small AK and shot down 1 Tojo. 
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31 IR.y (Guam date) (Coirc'cl) 

FA VI IS planes on the 31st sank 1 and damaged 2 SD, damaged 1 FTD, shot down 
2 Pete's and damaged 1 Grace. A PBJ from I/O scored 3 rocket hits on an unidentified 
130-foot ship south of HONSHU. 

509 3-29s took off at 0240 on the 1st to attack the OSAKA urban area with 
incendiaries. 494 were effective. 145 P-51s were scheduled to escort. 

Coverage of YOKOHAMA shows the principal portion of the city virtually de¬ 
stroyed. New damage totals about 6.9 so. mi. representing of the built-up 

portion of the city. Total damage to YOKOHAMA is now 8.9 sq. mi. 

Eneny aircraft destroyed in POA 13 March to 30 April: 3,227. 1 Hay - 31 May: 

TF 38 - 345, TF 31 - 627, TF 37 - 29, TF 93 - 54, TG 30.5 - 14, 20th AAF - 155, 

TF 94 - 10; total - 1,234. 

Secllav (DirPubRel) 302100 announces new -olicy concerning release of damage to 
vessels on arrival at PEARL or Rest Coast. 

Com7thFlt 310020 informs CINCSVJPA that CI1ICP0A approves agreement of 16 May 
covering SVJPA air support for CHINA Theater. 

Cincpac Adv 310236 (pink) concurs in CINCBFF 300110 in decommissioning of 
XE craft. 

ConGen 10 310334 (pin!:) announces adoption of additional title of Headquarters 
10th Army and F.YUKYUS Area for exclusive use with respect to RYUKYUS area matters. 

Cincpac Adv 310343 requests that PacDiv ATC modify their June air transport 
schedule. 

Cincpac Adv 310425 outlines re pairs and alterations desired in 4 Atlantic 
CVEs to be transferred to PacFlt. 

Cincpac Adv 3H251 (pink) requests ComGenFMFPac to direct ComGen 5thPhib 
Corps to report to ComGen 6th Army by dispatch for purposes of OLYMPIC planning. 


1 June (Guam date) 

In spite of recent rainfall of 11 inches and adverse terrain conditions the 
Japs SHURI position has been broken up and the 10th Army is driving and realigning 
its divisions towards the south end of the island. The 6th MarDiv drove south to the 
bank of the KOKUBA RIVER seizing high ground in its advance. Patrols have crossed the 
river and are probing to the south. There is considerable Jap activity reported be¬ 
tween NAHA airdrome and NAHA K0. The 1st MarDiv completed the capture of WANA h ills 
and began the mopping up of SHURI. The division drove south 2000 yards to hills 
overlooking NAHA-Y0NABARU ROAD. The 24th Corps is now reorganizing and beginning to 
shift the zone of action of the 96th Div to the south where it will move to the west 
of the 7th Div. The 7th InfDiv swung all its units to the south and drove a wedge 
further into the OZATO hills. Indications at present are that the Japs are preparing 
their final line of resistance across the island from IT0MAN eastward to HANAGUSUKU. 
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Casualties 2400 31 May:- Enemy: KIA 62,548; POWs - Military 317, Labor 627* 
Own: Report not complete* 

In view of prospective enemy air attacks with the advent of better weather, 
IHETA SHIMA landing was postponed to the 3rd* 

Both groups of TF 38 are in the operating area today. TG 38.4 is scheduled 
to launch a long range fighter sweerp over southern KYUSHU fields. TG 38.1 will contin¬ 
ue neutralizations at SAKI3IIMA. 

A red alert at IWO from 0250 to 0415 was caused by 3 or 4 unidentified enemy 
aircraft attacking from the north with a few incendiaries. 3 were killed and 19 
wounded, 5 seriously. 

116 B-24s attacked FORMOSA on the 31st with 316 tons. 100 P-51s and P-38s de¬ 
stroyed 14 locomotives and damaged a number of locomotives, railroad cars, trucks, and 
busses. 24 B-25s achieved good destruction at GIRAN TOWN. 

Only 1 air raid closed the OKINAV/A area and 3 planes were shot down. TO 
32.1.3 attacked the SAKISHIMA GUNTO with 39 tons and 419 rockets, sinking 4 boats, 
and losing 1 VT. 2 F4Us and 3 P-47s are missing from the 30th, and 2 F4Us collided 
on the 31st. Close support included 140 sorties (94 tons, 637 rockets, 4 Napalm). 

TBMs dropped food and water to front bases. 

On 31 May 256 day fighters and 26 night fighters of the TAF were in commission 
(out of 364 and 42 present). 

FAW 18 planes sank 1 SC off IPO CAPE, and FAW 1 planes damaged 1 tug and 1 oil 
barge north of SHANGHAI. 

148 P-51s were airborne to escort the B-29 strike on OSAKA on the 1st. 98 
aborted because of weather, 23 were over the target from 1120-1200, finding no air¬ 
borne opposition. 27 P-51s are missing. 421 B-29s bombed OSAKA, 12 hit other tar¬ 
gets-, 45 have not reported. 

Cincpoa Adv 302308 regrets that it is impracticable to authorize visit to OKIHA.IA 
of Hr. Luce and ixirty. 


ComGen 10 3H715 summarizes estimated unloading rates at OKINAWA 


Cincpoa Adv (Originator: Haj. Gen. Chamberlin) 010042 (pink) outlines pro¬ 
posal for withdrawal of two Army divisions from GKIIiAi'A and cancellation of Phase 3D 
ICEBERG. 

CINCAFPAC 011014 (pink) concurs in proposals contained in Cincpoa 010042 
concerning withdrawal of two divisions from OKINAWA and cancellation of Phase 3D 
ICEBERG. 
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2 June (Guam date) 




A respite of 43 hours from heavy rains has greatly aided artillery support. 
The 6th MarDiv sent an Amphibious Reconnaissance Co across the KOKUBA estuary.'- to 
reconnoiter the area north of KARA Airfield. Ho active defenses were found though 
numerous caves occupied by civilians were located. The 1st MarDiv pushed south ap¬ 
proximately 1000 yards and overran a large ammo dump in bringing its front lines 
just south of the HAHA-YOHABARU .GAD. The 24th Corps received light artillery fire 
and small infiltration attempts during the night. The 77th InfDiv remained to the 
north patrolling and mopping up in rear areas. The 9oth InfDiv, now moving south, 
cleaned up CHAW and reached northern part of TERA. The 7th InfDiv seized OGUSUKU, 
met heavy resistance in hills west of IHAS0UI, and moved south of SHINZATO. 

Casualties as of 2400 1 June:- Enemy: KIA 62,722. Own: KCA 5,325, HI A 
24,088, MIA 313 - total 29,726. 

11 B-24s attacked TRUK on the 2nd. Ill B-24s, 60 P-3os and 20 P-51s attacked 
FORMOSA targets. 

Only 1 enemy plane penetrated to the shipping areas on the 1st and it was 
shot dcsvm. P-47s attacked KYUSHU and CVS planes continued attacks on the SAKISHHIA 
GUIIT0. 135 close support sorties vrere flown (46 tons, 90 rockets). A Dumbo picked 
up 5 men from 3 ditched planes. 


FAW 1 planes sank 1 SD in HAICHCW WAN (HW SHANGHAI). A PB2Y crash-landed in 
KAGOSHIMA KAT.7AN (southern KYUSHU) to rescue a ditched pilot, and was unable to take 
off. 40 minutes later another Dumbo landed in the midst of enemy fire and rescued 
the first survivor plus the whole PB2Y crew, sinking the PB2Y. 

PBJs damaged a 200-ft. minesweeper south of NAGOYA, and left an unidentified 
300-ft. vessel dead in the water in SURUGU WAN. Rockets vrere used. 

TG 33.4 fighters swept southern KYUSHU airfields on the 2nd, shooting down 
2 planes and destroying 11 with 23 damaged on the ground. 


Com3rdFlt 01.11,57 (pink) requests submarine mine reconnaissance inside 100- 
fathoni curve in certain areas off the coast of HONSHU in order to permit close off¬ 
shore bombardment. 

Coai3rdFlt requests 1 division of 2200-ton DMS's for assignment to TF 33. 

Cincpoa Adv 012308 approves the temporary diversion of construction troops 
on OKINAWA to .maintenance of co:~ibat troop supply line. 

Cincpoa Adv 020034 (pink) defers Fhase 3D ICEBERG indefinitely. 

Cincpac Adv 020035 constitutes OpOrd 6-45 for bombardment of JALUIT ATOLL by 
NEVADA and escorts. 

ComSubPac 020317 (pink) reports that there are no properly equipped submarines 
for mine reconnaissance except the 9 about to enter the JAPAN SEA. 

ComPhibsPac 020600 (pink) comments on Cora7thPhib's proposed amphibious train¬ 
ing schedule. 

Cincpoa Adv 020607 (pink) requests immediate study to determine communication 
requirements for naval installations ashore in OLYMPIC. OCOn 

-Continued- c b u 1 , 













- 

2 June (Guam date)(Coin'd) 




Cincpoa Adv 020650 (pink) outlines procedure for release to CIIICAF. AC of 
Amy units when tiles’- are no longer required b ,7 ConGen 10. 


Cincpoa Adv 020022 (pink) requests that 27 VISA, cargo vessels loaded out from 
-TO be integrated into shipping echelons before they are moved into the Pacific. 

Cincpac Adv 021324 (pink) denies Com3rdFlt request for 2200-ton minesweepers. 


3 June (Guam date) 



The XXI7 Corps again drove rapidly south, the 7th InfDiv placing troops 
in the SE coastal plain, cutting off CHXNEN PENINSULA. The Jap forces are now split 
and it is believed that the bulk of the remaining Japs are in the southwestern end 
of the island* The 9^th InfDiv gained 500-1200 yards securing TERA and KAMIZAT0. 

On the right flank the 1st MarDiv advanced 800-1000 yards against heavy MG and mortar 
fire with its farthest penetration to Hill 87 200 yards north of KANARA. No report 
concerning the 6th MarDiv. RCT 8 , from the 2nd MarDiv, landed on IHEYA SHIMA un¬ 
opposed at 0945, 3 June. A 1000 yard beachhead was quickly established and secured. 

3 BLTs plus artillery and tanks are ashore and advancing on the 0-1 line. Unloading 
is being expedited with surf and beach conditions satisfactory. 


Progress of troops ashore has permitted initiation of minesweeping and hydro- 
graphic work preparatory to establishing unloading facilities at YONABARU WAN, EATEN 
KO and NAHA HARBOR. 


Today and tomorrow one group of TF 38 fuels each day. 

87 B-24s, 45 F-33s and 25 P-51s attacked FORMOSA on the 2nd. 

TU 32.1.3 attacked SAKISHIMA on both the 1st and 2nd shooting down 2 eneny 
aircraft, strafing several small craft, and bombing and rocketing buildings, runways, 
and dispersal areas. The Japs continued repairing runways as soon as they were hit. 

There were no enemy air raids at OKINAWA up to midnight on the 2nd. During 
the night an F6 f(N) splashed 1 Irving, and on the 3rd TAF planes shot down 25 enemy 
aircraft at unreported locations. 1 TAF plane was lost. Close air support on the 
2nd was furnished by 83 sorties (5 tons, 208 rockets, 48 Napalms). 

FAW 18 planes sank 1 SD off KII SUIDO, sank 1 FTC and damaged a picket boat 
south of HAMAMATSU, sank 1 small AK and damaged a lugger and a patrol craft off 
SHIKOKU, and sank 1 FTD NE of TOKYO. FAW 1 planes destroyed 2 float planes south of 
KOREA. 


On the 3rd planes of TG 38.4 found bad weather and strong airborne oppo¬ 
sition. Some 20 airborne Japs provided aerial interception of the highest quality 
in both pilots and planes, and prevented attacks an KOKUBU, CHIRAN, KAGOSHIMA and 
TOJIMBARA. 6 enemy aircraft were shot down and 3 destroyed on the ground at UIYAKO- 
NOJO and RONCHI. We lost 3 F4U for a two day total of 6 combat and 3 operational 
losses. 


Photos on the 3rd showed 220 enemy aircraft on KANOYA, KANOYA EAST, and 
KUSHIRA, although pilots sighted few. The force was not molested; the closest bogey 
turned away at 30 miles. 
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3 June (Guam date)(Cont , d) 

Cincpoa Adv 030244 (pink) approves the transfer to the PHILIPPINES of 1 
flight of 86th Combat Mapping Squadron (Army), 

Cincpoa Adv 030257 a mpl ifies controlling policy for ATC schedules from GUAM 
to OKINAWA, 

ComSubPac 030411 (pink) requests Fleet Air Wing ONE to cover and provide 
diversion for submarines passing throu^i TSUSHIMA STRAITS by attacking anti-submarine 
vessels, 

Cincpoa Adv 030824 (pink) places Op-Plan 5-45 (Operation INMATE against TRUK) 
into effect, 

Cincpac Adv 031207 passes to CINCAFPAC certain dispatches concerning attach¬ 
ment of Naval Construction Battalions to the 5th Amphibious Corps for QLIMPIC, 




4 June (Guam date) 


Hie 6th MarDiv supported by NGF landed on ORAKU PENINSULA, A 1200 yard 
beachhead was quickly established and the 4th Marines pushed south to capture the 
northern half of NAHA Airfield by nightfall advancing through heavy rains along 
flooded runways. Other units of the division captured ONOYAMA ISLAND and a bridge 
has been constructed across the harbor with the island being used as a connecting 
link. The 1st MarDiv gained 400-1100 yards during the day capturing Hill 107, the 
key of the approaches to the town of IWA, The 77th InfDiv has moved south to the 
vicinity of CHAN in order to cover the right flank of the XXIV Corps, The 96th InfDiv 
gained 900-1200 yards pushing its right flank to the northern outskirts of IWA, From 
here its front lines extend to the east along high ground to a point NW of MEGA, The 
assault elements of the division were being supplied by air drop. The 7th InfDiv 
cleaned out MEGA, reached positions on the outskirts of ANAGUSUKU, advanced SW to 
MDJATOGA and then to GUSHICHAN and approached NAKME, Mopping up was progressing 
satisfactorily on CHINEN PENINSULA with 1000 more civilians coming under Tenth Arny 
control, IHEYA SHIMA was secured at 1245 4 June, 

4 Casualties as of 2400 3 June: Eneny - 64,600; POWs 465 Military, 644 Laborers, 

Own: KIA 12, WIA 82, MIA 2 - total 96, 

Development of harbors at NAKAGUSUKU WAN continues with main entrance practic¬ 
ally closed off by nets. Most naval activities at OKINAWA were suspended or curtailed 
in preparation for possible typhoon, TG 38*1 suspended fueling and TG 38.4 left the 
operating area on southeasterly courses, 

13 B-24s attacked MARCUS on the 4th; 75 B-24s hit FORMOSA on the 3rd, 

On the 3rd 45 Jap aircraft were destroyed, out of an estimated 75 attacking 
in 18 raids. The heaviest raids came in the early afternoon. Most were from the 
north, and most were below 10,000 feet. TAF planes splashed 35, CVE planes 3, and 
ships splashed 7, including 1 suicide hit. In the largest single attack 25 Zekes 
came in at 17,000 feet, and 4 F4Us shot down 9 without loss to themselves. Some 
bombs were dropped on IE SHIMA airfields, with damage not reported. 
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4 June (Guam date)(Cont*d) 


During the 24 hours ending 032400 TAF planes flew about 400 sorties, including 
NCAP (3-6 VPN). DADCAP (24-52 VF), Day CAP (about 50 VF), EAPCAP (10 VF at all times 
from 0501-1810), AMAMI barrier patrol (8 P-47s) direct support for IH2YA and southern 
OKINAWA, supply drops (24 TBM) ASP, observation missions, photo missions. Through 3 
3 June TAF planes have destroyed 495 enemy aircraft. Direct support, hampered by 
weather, was furnished by 139 sorties (20 tons, 393 rockets, 66 Napalm). 

FAJY 1 planes damaged a tanker south of KOREA. FASY 18 planes sank 1 SC and 
damaged 2 SC and 2 SD south of HONSHU. 1 of 15 attacking fighters was shot down and 
2 others were damaged. 

PBJs seriously damaged 1 200 ft. ship with rockets off the HONSHU Coast, 
and scored hits in a 75 foot picket boat. 

On the 5th 496 B-29s (excluding 29 early returns) took off for an incendiary 
attack on KOBE. 


CinCBPF 040259 (pink) estimates that TF 37 will be ready to sortie from MANUS 
on 2 July or from LHTE on 8 July. 

CoraGen 10 040325 is OpOrd 13-45 for capture and occupation of OKINAWA. 

Cincpac Adv 040826 (pink) requests advice from Com7thFlt as to availability 
for OLYMPIC of forces new assigned to 7th Fleet. 

Cincpac Adv 041223 (pink) approves deployment of the 414th Fighter Group 
at IWO JIMA. 

Cincpac Adv 041231 (pink) summarizes results of conference with representatives 
of CINCAFPAC concerning OLYMPIC Operation. 

(a k - 

5 June (Guam date) 

CG 10th Army daily report not received. 

Unloading operations at OKINAWA were secured and ships put to sea or were 
sent to protected anchorages on the 4th. Early yesterday morning the typhoon 
alert was lifted and normal conditions resumed. 

TG 38.4 reported no storm damage. 

TG 38.1 had considerable damage: 

HORNET (CV 12 and BENNINGTON (CV 20) each lost 25 feet of flight deck 
and sustained damage to additional 25 feet. 

DULUTH (CL 87) had her bow buckled upward from frame 21. 

PITTSBURGH (CA 72)lost her bow to frame 26. Her bow was later found 
floating in good condition. 
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5 June (Guam date) (Cont»d) 

JOHN RODGERS (DD 574) has her main generator out* 

BLUE (DD 744) steering by hand. 

Other ships lost planes, boats and suffered minor damage. 

TG 30.8 also took considerable damage: 

CONKLIN (DE 439), heavily damaged, but can proceed on 1 engine and 
one boiler. 

LUXEMBOURG VICTOR! (AKE) has not been heard from but as of 0600/1 5th 
was not in trouble. 

WATERI-LAN (DE 740) was also separated, but apparently has rejoined. 

SALAJIAUA (CVE 96 ) and WINDHAM BAT (CVE 92 ) had severe structural 
damage and are not operable as carriers. Other CVE took considerable 
damage to planes. 

Com3rdFlt has formed TG 30.3 consisting of PITTSBURG (two sections) 
two ATF, DULUTH, CO NKLIN , BLUE and 3 escorts an route GUAM at SOA 
6 to 8 knots. 

Liberators of FAIY-18 joined up with 5 P-51*s from TWO to attack an APD 
or DD north of CHICHI. The P-51's, homed in by the PB4Y's, scored 7-8 rocket 
hits and strafed the ship thoroughly. The PB4Y's bombed, scoring a near miss. 

When last seen the ship was heading 120 under her own paver, trailing oil. 

There were no air attacks on the OKINAWA area on the 4th. 40 direct 
support sorties were flown. 

TO 32.1.3 attacked SAKISHIMA GUNT0 on the 3rd. 5 enemy aircraft (including 
4 biplanes) were destroyed on the ground at N0BARA (MIYAK0), and 7 boats were 
damaged. 


FAW-1 exploded 1 large fleet oiler off SASEBO, and believes it to have 
stink; 1 SD was sunk, 1 beached, and 2 were left sinking. 


For the week of 28 May to 3 June, inclusive, FAW-1 planes sank 1,785 tons 
of enemy ships, damaged 6,525 tons, and destroyed 5 enemy aircraft. Cumulative 
totals since coming to the area are 94,405 tons sunk, 91,205 tons damaged, 28 
enemy aircraft destroyed, 16 enemy aircraft damaged. 



FAI7-18 destroyed 2 SD and 1 small FT, and damaged 1 SD and 1 PC. 

Photographs show 3.3 square miles of new damage at OSAKA from the incendi¬ 
ary attack on the 1st. Total OSAKA damage is nw 11.53 square miles, 18.7% of 
the built-up portion of the city. 


sj 


On the 5th 446 B-29's bombed KOBE. 
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5 June (Guam date)(Cont’d) 




MARSHALL 021909 (pink) requests comment on desirability of immediate 
acceptance of 16,500 RAF engineers and 10 squadrons Lancasters. 

CINCBFF 040107 (pink) requests provision of additional facilities at MANUS. 

JulNT SECURITY CONTROL 041843 (pink) outlines proposed cover plan for 
OLYMPIC and requests comment. 

CINCPAC ADV 050612 (pink) informs CINCBPF that sortie from MANUS should be 
made by TP 37 as early as repairs permit. 

CINCPAC ADV 050616 outlines airfield construction standards at OKINAWA 
to CINCAFPAC. 

CINCPOA ADV O 5 O 658 (pink) contains recommendations to COMINCH against the 
deployment of RAF squadrons at OKINAWA. 

CINCPAC ADV 050842 (pink) constitutes directive for provision of facilities 
at ENIWETOK to support fast carriers. 

CINCPOA ADV 050845 requests authority from CC&UNCH to commission naval 
operating bases at KWAJALEIN and ENIWETOK. 

CINCPOA ADV 051209 (pink) outlines to COMINCH shipping requirements for 

OLYMPIC. 


CQM3RDFLT 040330 recommends daily photo coverage of Empire airfields and 
establishment of interprons at OKINAWA and TWO for interpretation purposes. 

COMGENAAFPOA 050800 requests that all 7th Air Force and 7th Bomber Command 
pilot rehabilitation areas be made available for the same purpose for the 20th 
Bomber Command. 

C0M3RDFLT 050743 (pink) constitutes 3rd Fleet Op Plan 5-45 for sweeping 
a clear approach in the EAST CHINA SEA. 

C0M3RDFLT 050559 (pink) indicates Task Force 38 vri.ll v/ithdraw to LEYTE 
about 12 June, departing 1 July for extensive operations, and directs that TG 30.8, 
operating at sea, should be reduced to minimum required for service to TF 31. 
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6 June (Guam date) 




Development of supply lines on the 5th and improved weather conditions on 
the 6th aided ground movement, air support and artillery fire. On the right flank 
the 6th MarDiv secured NAHA Airfield. Patrols reached the town of GUSHI. An 
armored Amtrac Battalion took a small island of the northwestern tip of ORAKU PENIN¬ 
SULA. Elements of the 1st MarDiv were reducing a by-passed position in the vicinity 
of TOMUSU throughout the day. The drive south carried to SHINDAWAKU with patrols 
farther to the south meeting negligible resistance. The 77th InfDiv continued to 
cover the XXIV Corps right flank. The 96th InfDiv captured IWA. on the 5th and cm 
the 6th met moderate resistance in advancing to the northern outskirts of YUNAGUSUKU 
on its right flank and TOIiUI on its left flank. The division is now 1000 yards from 
the YAEJU-DAKE escarrament from which strong Jap resistance is expected. The 7th Inf 
Div captured ARAGUSUKU on the 5th and high ground in the vicinity of T0MUI on the 6th. 
Heavy resistance was being met southeast of GUSHICHAN. Mopping up on CHINEN PENINSULA 
was continuing satisfactorily. 

Military Government reports that 148,000 civilians are now under its care. 
Casualties as of 2400 5 June:- Enemy: 65,677 killed, PCWs - 594 military, 659 laborers. 
Own: WIA 250, KIA 47, MIA 1, total - 298. ** 

In raids on the evening of the 5th, LOUISVILLE (CA 28) was hit by a suicide 
plane abreast her #1 stack causing considerable topside structural damage. MISSISSIPPI 
(BB 41) was hit aft of amidships, da m aging her hull and blister for about 30 feet. 

Fire support ships an the 5th, in addition to gun positions, concentrated on 
eneny troops. Many claimed killed. Frontline troops on the east are being supplied in 
part by landing craft shuttle service. Work is proceeding on clearing the ASATO RIVER 
for supply of 3rdPhibCorps by water. 

IsCom IWO reports SHEEPSCOT (AOG 24) grounded and sank during the typhoon. 
IZJXEMBOURG VICTORY has joined without damage. A search plane discovered an SC (hull 
number not stated, but believed to be the missing 1349 ) end gave her instructions 
to proceed. No definite word from ANCHOR (ARS 13). Intercept received from CTF 31 
directing two LSTs to report their positions. 

Weather cancelled heavy, medium and fighter strikes on the 5th at FORMOSA . 

Ships shot down 3 planes and 2 others scored suicide hits in raids from the 
west and southwest between 1930 and 2030 on the 5th. Close support was held down be¬ 
cause of weather. SAKI3HIHA, hit on the 4th by TU 32.1.3, was weathered out on the 
5th. 1 TAF pilot was rescued from a ditching, and 1 F6F(N) is missing. 10 tons of 
supplies were dropped. 

Improved weather on the 6th permitted greater air support. TAF planes strafed 
ahead of ground 1 10 ops, and TBMs flew 84 paradrops. 

A FAW 1 Privateer shot down 1 Tony, and 2 PBMs, attacking 6 Jap planes, damaged 
4, 75 miles NW of AMAMI. A seaplane landed 330 miles E of the N tip of LUZON to rescue 
all 12 members of a seaplane crew ditched on the 5th. Homing signals from the survi¬ 
vors had been received 200 miles and 2 hours and 20 minutes away by the rescue plane* 

Strike photographs show fires scattered throughout the entire length of the 
KOBE target area. Half of the city is smoke obscured. O C p c 
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6 June (Guam date)(Cone'd) 

441 effective B-2$s (excluding 8 early returns) took off on the 7th to 
attack OSAKA with incendiaries. 25 B-29s take off at 1700 tomorrow to mine the 
east and west entrances to SHIMONOSEKI STRAITS. 


CINCPOA 052220 (pink) requests CINCAFPAC to take action required concerning 
movement and re-equipment of Arny divisions to be released from OKINAWA. 

DEPCOM AF 20 060223 requests additional housing to meet urgent requirements 
for war correspondents. 

C0MINPAC 060230 (pink) indicates that mining of BUNG0 SUID0 by DMs in support 
of OLYMPIC is risky but possible. 

CINCPOA ADV 060512 (pink) informs CN0 of plans for installation of mobile 
Loran station in KYUSHU during OLYMPIC. 

CINCPAC ADV 060513 directs that plans be established by ComAir7thFlt for 
automatic search during typhoon weather. 

C0M3RDFLT O 6 O 6 U (pink) outlines proposed employment of TF 37 with TF 36. 

COMGEN TEN O 6 O 63 O (pink) requests 24th InfRegt be assigned garrison duty at 

OKINAWA. 

COMGENAAFPOA 060724 (pink) requests that the possibility of airfield sites 
at IHEYA and AGUNI be investigated. 

CINCPOA ADV 060806 directs that DepCom 20th AF request for additional material 
for camp site for war correspondents be submitted to CINCPOA through customary chan¬ 
nels. 

GHQ SWPA 060930 (pink) proposes to the JCS basing RAF units on southeast 
OKINAWA or deferring their movement until they can move into Amy Air Force fields. 

CINCPOA ADV 061242 requests CCMGENAFPOA to screen more carefully the requests 
for visits to OKINAWA. 

CINCPOA ADV 061243 (pink) requests early estimate of potential airfield sites 
on IHEYA and AGUNI. 

C0M3KDFLT 061247 (pink) is 3rdFlt OpPlan 6-45 Tor sweeping areas in EAST 
CHINA SEA for mines. 

CINCPAC ADV 062241 (pink) directs Com3rdFlt to submit track of major 3rdFlt 
units and estimated track of typhoon from 3-6 June. 

CINCPOA ADV 062242 (pink) authorized 3rdFlt to conduct a second strike on 
KYUSHU prior to return of 3rdFlt to LEYTE. 

CINCPAC ADV 062243 (pink) confirms that 3rdFlt OpPlan 5-45 complies with 
Task One of CINCPOA 050619 for sweeping channel into EAST CHINA SE 











7 June (Guam date) 




' Improved weather permitted tank and air support for infantry attacks on 

strongly fortified TAEJU-DAKE escarpment and ORQKU PENINSULA* The left flank of 
the 6th MarDiv met heavy resistance. The right flank drove along the coast to a 
point opposite SERAGA-SHIMA. Farther inland GUSHI was reached* The 1st MarDiv 
secured hill 108, 500 yards west of DAKITON against determined opposition. The 
right flank of the division pushed close to the coast and was reported 900 yards N 
of IT0MAN TOWN. The 96 th InfDiv captured hills 6 00 yards NE of YUZA. The 7th InfDiv 
was meeting very heavy resistance in the GUSHICHAN Area, The 32nd Inf from the 7th Div 
landed on 0-SHIMA during the day. The Island was secured by 1550 with only civilians 
being encountered. 

Casualties as of 2400 6th:- Eneny: KIA 66,324, FOWs 601 military. Own: KIA 
5,669, WIA 24, 772, MIA 255; total - 30 , 696 . 

Several RED alerts from OKINAWA were received last ni^it. No report received 
from CTF 51. On the evening of the 6th there were more raids, and J.W. DITTER (UI31) 
was hit by 2 suicide planes. 

Further report from IsCom IWO concerning storm damage discloses little other 
damage. 1 LOT was broached with but minor damage; 1 DD lost a man and whaleboat. 

AH merships were escorted to sea and had no damage. SHEEPSCCT (AOG 24) may be sal- 
vagable. No damage to shore installations. 

Com3rdFlt reports details of damage to ships of TG 30. 8 . ATTU (CVE 1D2) 
and BOUGAINVILLE (CVE 100) had miscellaneous damage but still have operational flight 
decks. A total of 46 planes were destroyed and 70 damaged from these two and SALAMAUA 
and WINDHAM BAT. MILLICOMA (AO 73), SEBEC (AO 87 ) and CALIENTE (AO 53) bad some 
structural damage. SHASTA (AE 6) had major part of her l6 n projectiles damaged, 
when 700 tons of her ammunition shifted. 2 DE had minor damage. PITTSBURGH bow was 
still under tow last night, with another tug sent to assist. It is proceeding at 3 
knots with an ETA at GUAM of the 19th. DULUTH and the rest of PITTSBURGH are apparently 
having no trouble, and are due at GUAM on the 10th. 

TF 38 strikes KYUSHU with a long range filter sweep over the target at 1130 
on the morning of the 8th if the weather is favorable. 

Yesterday a P-38 crashed into the flight deck of the RANDOLFH at anchor at 

LEYTE. 

FAW 1 aircraft west of SASEBO on the 7th sank 2 small AK and left a 3rd sink¬ 
ing. North of SHANGHAI 1 SD was destroyed, 2 were burned, and a 4th was left sinking. 

349 B-29s are known to have bombed the OSAKA urban area on the 7th. 133 P-51s 
escorted the B-29s, 2 enemy aircraft were shot dcwn and 1 P-51 was lost. 

3,227 enemy aircraft were destroyed in POA from 18 March to 30 April, inclu¬ 
sive. 1,354 have been destroyed from 1 May to date. 

COMINCH & CNO 051538 dissolves the 10th Fleet and assumes direct command of 
all anti-submarine functions of the 10th Fleet. 

CINCPOA ADV 060742 (pink) informs Corainch of conference at MANILA for prepara¬ 
tion of Joint Cover and Deception Plan for OLYMPIC. 

CINCPAC ADV 061244 (pink) approves Com3rdFlt 060829 and directs withdrawal of 

TF 38 to LEYTE after strikes on KYUSHU on 8 June. oc o o 
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7 June (Guam date)(Cont»d) 

CCHINCH 062242 (pink) requests comment on CINCAFPAC 060930 concerning emplqy- 
ment of RAF Lancasters at OKINAWA. 

CINCPAC ADV 070123 (pink) directs that Com3rdFlt arrange suitable radio diver- 
sion in combat area. 

CINCPAC ADV 070151 describes to CooServRon 10 his duties at IETfE for support 
of 3rdFlt and BPF* 

CINCPOA ADV 070559 (pink) provides that the 8th Marine RCT of the 2nd MarDiv 
with accompanying replacements will remain under the operational control of ComGen 10 
after capture of AGUNI. 

CINCPAC ADV 070725 directs that torpedoes be removed from all CVEs. 

CINCPAC ADV 070813 (pink) summarizes organization for providing weather ser¬ 
vice to 3rd Fleet. 

CINCPOA ADV 070816 (pink) comments to Cominch on CINCAFPAC 060930 concerning 
proposal to base RAF Lancasters at OKINAWA. 

CCM5THFLT 072340 (pink) recommends that mines and equipment for 
DMs be landed at OKINAWA to be available when desired. 


8 June (Guam date) 

The 1st MarDiv advanced unopposed approximately 1600 yards to the south 
bringing its front lines along the north bank of the MUKUE GAWA. Supplies were 
being brought by boat at a point 400 yards north of ITOMAN. The 6th MarDiv on 
OROKU PENINSULA again found heavy resistance from strong, organized defensive po¬ 
sitions. Gains for the day were limited. However, the Japs remaining on the penin¬ 
sula are now virtually surrounded. The lines of the 96th InfDiv remained static in 
front of the YAEJU-DAKE escarpment. The 7th InfDiv averaged gains of about 400 
yards during the day reaching the outskirts of HANAGUSUKU against heavy fire. 

Casualties as of 2400 7 June:- Enemy: KIA 66,834; POWs 622 m ilitary, 670 
laborers. Own: KIA 34, WIA 181, MIA 0; total - 215. 

Progress on new unloading locations. ASATO CHANNEL nearly cleared. Mine- 
sweeping to 1.HNAT0GA completed. YONABARU approaches have been cleared and buoyed. 
Emergency supplies are now being landed at NAHA, though there is much clearing still 
to be done before it can be fully utilized. North HAGUSHI beaches are to be aban¬ 
doned for all unloading except from LSTs. 

Further storm damage reported by TG 38.1: BELLEAU WOOD (CVL 24) had a trac¬ 
tor get loose on her hangar deck, which did considerable damage. SAN JACINTO (CVL 30) 
received structural damage forward. MASSACHUSETTS (BB 59), ALABAMA (BB 60) and 
INDIANA (BB 58) had minor topside structural damage. BALTIMORE (CA 68) had structural 
damage to her bow structure. 3 other cruisers and 7 destroyers not previously report¬ 
ed had minor damage. 

Com3rdFlt reported results of KYUSHU strike on the 8th as apparently highly 
successful. 
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8 June (Guam date) (Coho' d) 


Heavy enemy air attacks were made on the 6th at OKINAWA from 1600 to 1730 
from the north and from the southwest 1900-2030; 39 eneny aircraft were destroyed. 

8 other enemy aircraft were shot down by TAF planes over KYUSHU. On the 7th attacks 
began at dawn, during which the NATOMA BAY was hit. In the evening, from 1800-2400 
11 raids were made* Altogether throughout the day 12 planes were destroyed over 
OKINAWA. TAF KYUSHU sweeps shot down 14 more on the 7th, and the next day, shot down 
11 over KYUSHU. In the KYUSHU attacks the Japs offered aggressive and skillful op¬ 
position, but no friendly planes were lost. 

On the 7th 1 squadron of MAG 14 arrived at Kadena Field. Dumbos rescued 2 
TAF pilots and 12 survivors from a special weather plane. 2 planes were missing 
from the 6th. 2 0S2U from the TENNESSEE, floating out of gas about 215 miles SE of 
MINAMI DAITO, were finally located after extensive search. On the 6th and 7th there 
were 422 direct support sorties, using 168 tons of bombs, 417 rockets, 90 Napalms. 

FAW 1 planes sank 1 medium AK off SHANGHAI, damaged 1 small AK, and shot 
down 3 planes on the 8th. 

26 B-29s successfully laid 240 mines in SHIMONOSEKI STRAITS and in FUKUOKA 
HARBOR on the 7th. 


CTG 38.3 071147 reports crash of Army P-38 into RANDOLFH at LEYTE. 

RANDOLPH 071247 reports Army P-38 crashing on her forward flight deck. 

GHQ SWPA 071432 (pink) concurs in the release of 2 Navy liberator Squadrons 
from 7thFlt and offers to release 3 PV squadrons in addition. 

JCS 071603 requests recommendations on proposal for reorganization of theater 
Arny-Navy petroleum procurement. 

Cominch 072107 authorizes establishment of Naval Operating Bases at MIWETOK 
and KWAJALEIN. 

ComGenFMFPac 072319 (pink) expresses desire to use 2nd MarDiv in lieu of 4th 
MarDiv for OLYMHEC* 

Com3rdFlt 080250 (pink) expresses intention to withdraw TF 38 from the RYUKYUS 
on 10 June. 

CINCPAC ADV 080519 (pink) paraphrases for CinCBFF Com3rdFlt's plans for ser¬ 
vice areas and authorized BPF to draw bulk fuel at ENIWETOK. 

CINCPOA ADV 080520 withholds approval for movement of ROM squadron to MARIANAS 
until an Amy field can accommodate it* 

C0M3RDFLT 080815 (pink) reports completion of KANOYA strike* 

CINCPOA ADV 081229 established NOB's at KWAJALEIN and ENIWETOK. 

CINCPAC ADV 081520 (pink) directs Cora3rdFlt to include railroad ferries as 
targets in strikes on HONSHU-HOKKAIDO areas. 

CINCPAC ADV 081521 (pink) approves reequipment of 5 APA's as casualty evacua¬ 
tion ships but directs that they be employed during OLYMPIC for car 


troops in the assault echelon. 
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9 June (Guam date) 

The 6th MarDiv continued to compress the Japs in the pocket at the base of 
OROKU PENINSULA* The 1st MarDiv reconnoitered the approaches to KUNISHI RIDGE* The 
XXIV Corps continued its preparations for attack on the YAEJU-DAKE escarpment with a 
heavy pounding by NO 1 , artillery and air strikes. The 7th InfDiv attacked with its 
main effort on the left to seize Hill 95, 300 yards south of HANAGUSUKU. Strong 
patrols penetrated eneny positions on the division right flank and center for maximum 
gains of 700 yards against heavy MG and mortar fire* 

First assault wave landed on AGUNI SHIMA 0612 (I) 9 June, Island secured 
at 1200 on the same day* No opposition and no casualties reported. 

Summary of mopping up operations in the MARIANAS ZJ May - 2 June: 

Jap Own 


SAIPAN 

KTA FOW KEA 

-5-- 

WIA 

TINIAN 

33 

- 

- 

GUAM 

2 95 

- 

- 

fKlKLIU 

IWO JIMA 

No ground action 
2 1 

5 

23 


Rear A dmir al Cobb relieved Rear Admiral Hall as S0PA HAGUSHI. 

Yesterday TF 38 fueled. Battle cruisers bombarded OKINA DAITO. Planes from 
TF 38 struck MINAMI DAITO with no air opposition and found airfields there inopera- 
tional. Photographic assessment of the June 8th strike on KANOYA airfields confirms 
a minimum of 28 planes destroyed on the ground. The force is scheduled to leave for 
LEYTE today, 

CruDiv ONE and DesDiv 114 in NorPac are scheduled to bombard MATSUWA at 1600 
on the 10th, The bombardment will be followed by a sweep inside the northern KURILE 
CHAIN. 

A heavy cruiser sighted on the 7th leaving BATAVIA has been sunk by TRENCHANT, 
British submarine operating under CTF 71, 

Weather prevented heavy strikes on FORMOSA on the 8th, 

FAW 1 planes sank a 1,000-ton AK and damaged 1 SC off SHANGHAI, left 1 SD 
sinking and damaged a 2nd, FAW 18 planes sank 1 SD and 1 FTC south of HONSHU, 

297 effective B-29s took off to attack 5 aircraft plants and an army air 
arsenal in the TOKYO Area on the 10th, 


CINCPAC ADV 082301 approves Com3rdFlt proposal to withdraw TF 38 from the 
RYUKYUS on ID June, 

CINCFOA ADV 090251 requests ComGenPOA to obtain CINCAFPAC concurrence in move¬ 
ment of the 24th Infantry and 1st Battalion , 147th Infantry, 

CINCPAC ADV 090848 (pink) requests Cominch concurrence in transfer of 2 VPB(HL) 
squadrons from 7thFlt, 

CINCPOA ADV 090856 (pink) requests comments on proposal to capture KUME with 
8th Marine RCT, 

CINCPAC ADV 090857 (pink) reiterates recommendation that American Flag com¬ 
mercial airline to the South Pacific be established, 
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9 June (Guam date) (Coined) 


rs 


CINCPOA ADV 091339 agrees to employment of troops of Japanese ancestry in 
the main HAWAIIAN ISLANDS but recommends against such employment at ' 1 ' st 
of the HAWAIIAN ISLANDS. 



10 June (Guam date) 

On 0R0KU PENINSULA the 6th MarDiv continued to compress the remaining Jap 
pocket, reported to be held by Naval Construction troops. The Bailey bridge leading 
from 0N0YAMA ISLAND to the SW shore of the harbor was shelled by enemy artillery with 
minor damage incurred. The 1st MarDiv attacked towards KUNISHI ridge. Three of 4 
major outposts in front of the ridge were captured. The XXIV Corps began its attack 
to reduce the YAEJU—DAKE escarpment receiving fire from all types of Jap weapons. 

The 96th InfDiv gained 800-1000 yards. The 77th InfDiv made slow advances against 
rifle fire from HANAGUSUKU. A message drop from ComGen TEN called on the eneny com¬ 
mander to open negotiations by 1800(I) 11 June for the surrender of his forces. 

Casualties as of 2400 9 June:- Enemy: KIA 68,751; POWs 669 military, 549 
laborers. Own: KIA 5,810, WIA 25,533, MIA 269, total - 31,612. 

In air raids of the 9th, no damage to our ships is reported. On the 10th, 
a suicide plane struck the W.D. PORTER (DD 579) in radar picket station 15. The 
ship sank about 3 hours after she was hit. 

Harbor clearance is proceeding well. Preliminary survey of NAHA has been 
completed; the harbor is clear of mines and is in use by LCTs. Supplies for 24th 
Corps still being transported by water. 


CVEs continue to neutralize SAKISMMA; TF 38 is now retiring to LEYTE. 


Weather cancelled all missions against FORMOSA. 


60-70 Jap planes attacked OKINAWA on the 8th in 37 raids, with apparently 
no damage inflicted on our forces. Our CAP shot down 11 and a DD got 1. During 
the night 9/10, 14 heckler raids were made on the OKINAWA Area. CAP got 2, IE SHIMA 
AA 2, and a P-47 shot 1 down north of AMAH. A few bombs hit land, firing fuel dumps 
at IE SHIMA and YONTAN. Our dusk CAP shot down 1 of our VF(N), and our AA wounded 
a pilot who was escaping from an F4U. 

Air support on the Bth and 9th totalled 376 sorties, using 70 tons of bombs, 
1751 rockets, and 26 Napalm bombs. 

FAW 18 planes sank 1 SD; FAW 1 planes probably sank 1 SD and 1 SC, and damaged 
3 SD and 1 SC. 

P-47s attacking KYUSHU on the 10th shot down 17 enemy aircraft. In 1 melee 
9 P-47s attacked about 50 enemy aircraft, shooting down 14 with no losses reported. 

Lt. Robert Stone got 5* 

Photos show the KAJVANISHI aircraft plant to be almost completely destroyed. 

78$ of the roof area is destroyed. The KAWASAKI plant showed little damage* 2 AICHI 
plants show respectively 96% and 52% destruction or damage. The SUMITOMO Light Metal 
Mfg. Co. at NAGOYA shovrs 3 large heavily damaged buildings. 
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10 June (Guam date)(Cont'd) 




CINCPAC ADV 090657 directs that PCs and SCs remain the type responsibility 
of ComServPac since they are not basically amphibious types but will be assigned to 
operational control of ComPhibsPac for sufficient periods to permit training. 

CGMINCH & CNO 091847 requests current typhoon counter measures and plans 
for their improvement. 

JOINT SECURITY CONTROL 091950 (pink) describes overall deception directive 
to be expected from Joint Chiefs of Staff. 

CINCPOA ADV 100231 (pink) requests 6omGen ID to initiate development of OKINAWA 
in accordance with Memorandum Understanding between CINCAFPAC and CINCPOA. 

CINCPOA ADV 100507 (pink) approves recommendations and conclusions of Joint 
Mapping Conference, 25-29 May, and recommends appropriate revision of <. 



11 June (Guam date) 

The 6th MarDiv continued to shrink the ORDKU pocket against stiff resistance. 
The 1st MarDiv made its best gains on its left flank moving up to the slopes of Hill 
69 which was being assaulted at nightfall. A Bailey bridge is being constructed 
across the MUKUE RIVER 600 yards west of ZAWA. The left flank of the 96th InfDiv 
gained the top of YAEJU-DAKE with an advance made in the early morning hours under 
cover of darkness. The 7th InfDiv supported by tanks occupied the crest of Hill 95* 

No response was made by the commander of the Jap forces to the leaflet suggestion 
that he open negotiations for the surrender of his forces. 

Enemy casualties as of 2400 10 June: KIA 71,688 (estimated; FOWs: 689 Military, 
562 Laborers. 

On the 10th GENDREAU (DE 639) escorting LST and LCT east of OKINAWA was hit 
by enemy shore fire. Despite a flooded fireroora she was able to proceed to KERAMA 
under her own power. 


Vice Admiral Oldendorf relieved Rear Admiral McCormick as CTF 32. TF 38 is 
enroute LEYTE. 

In 3 enemy air attacks at OKINAWA on the IDth 1 suicide hit was scored and 2 
eneny aircraft were shot down by CAP. On the 11th 5 enemy aircraft were shot down 
in the OKINAWA area. 

CVE planes used 41 tons of bombs and 624 rockets on the SAKISHIMA GUNTO, 
damaging 3 boats and 1 enemy aircraft. A gas or ammunition dump was destroyed. The 
ISHIGAKI airfield was found lighted at 0455, apparently to welcome home Jap planes. 

On the 10th F4Us shot down 1 Jap plane over KYUSHU and destroyed 11 on the 
ground, in the first TAF F4U attack on the Empire to be reoorted. Earlier in the 
same day P-47s had shot down 17 over KYUSHU. On the 11th 5 more eneny aircraft were 
shot down over KYUSHU by TAF planes. 

FAW 18 planes sank 1 SC, which exploded and heavily damaged the attacking 
plane, and also sank 1 sea truck. Damaged were 1 SA, 1 tug, 2 SD and 1 FTD. 
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11 June (Guam date)(Cont»d) 

CFAW 1 reports that during the week of 4-10 June FAW 1 planes sank 14,075 
tons of eneny shipping, damaged 7145, destroyed 3 enemy aircraft, and damaged 4 
enemy aircraft. Damage inflicted since coming to the area totals 108,450 tons sunk, 
98,350 damaged, 31 enemy aircraft destroyed. During the last week 1 PBH was lost, 
with all personnel recovered. 

52 P-51s attacked TOROROGAWA and ATSUGI airfields in the TOKYO Area, shooting 
down o enemy aircraft, and on the ground scoring 15 - 3 - 33. 2 other airfields were 
strafed. These attacks took place on the 11th. No P-51s were lost. 

With the 3.4 sq. mi. of damage from the 7th raid, total damage to OSAKA is 
now 15.65 sq. miles. 24$ of the built-up portion of the city. With the 4.3 sq. mi. 
of damage to KOBE from the 5th raid, total damage is now 8 sq. mi., 5l£ of the built- 
up portion of the city. 


MAC ARTHUR 101320 (pink) requests review of proposed movement of 24th Infantry 
to OKINAWA in view of port congestion and presence of 1 MarDiv there* 

CG USFCT 101516 (pink) proposes capture of an intermediate port on the 
CHINA COAST such as FORT BAYARD in LIUCH0W PENINSULA Area. 

C0MINCH & CN0 101620 (pink) requests comment on CG USFCT 101516 proposing 
capture of an intermediate port on the CHINA COAST. 

CINCP0A ADV 110248 requests concurrence in the movement of 24th Inf Regt 
to OKINAWA notwithstanding the presence of 1 MarDiv. 

CTF 31 110330 (pink) constitutes CTF 31 OpOrd A205-45 for reconnaissance of 

KUME. 


MAC ARTHUR 110 518 (pink) requests clearance for movement to OKINAWA of Brig. 
Gen. Hutchinson and air echelon of 14 C-46 transports. 

CINCPOA ADV 110800 outlines purposes of conference to be held at PEARL con¬ 
cerning transport of aircraft by CVEs. 


CINCPAC ADV 110802 summarizes attrition sustained during OKINAWA campaign 
and damage inflicted on the eneiry. 

CTF 31 111210 (pink) constitutes Air Plan for strike against southern KYUSHU 
with purpose of concealing withdrawal of TF 38. 

CINCPOA ADV HI3OO (pink) concurs in movement of Gen. Hutchinson to OKINAWA 
and of air echelon subject to timing as determined by ComGen 10. 

COMGEN TEN 111430 (pink) directs IsCom OKINAWA to comply with CINCPOa/aDV 
100231 concerning base development* ^ \ 
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12 June (Guam date) 

The 6th MarDiv continues to close in on the Jap pocket on OROKU PENINSULA. 

An attempted Jap landing on ONOYAMA ISLAND during the night ll-12th was repulsed* 

The 1st MarDiv, after beating off Japs counterattacking with satchel charges, launched 
a night attack at 0330. Against surprisingly little opposition the division right 
flank reached the top of KUNISHI RIDCS after an advance of 1000 yards. At dawn the 
Japs directed very heavy fire on these troops and Marines on the ridge were forced 
to dig in. The division left flank consolidated its recently won position on Hill 69. 
The 96th InfDiv held on to its position on top of YAEJU-DAKE, seized YUZA and high 
ground 200 yards south of the town. A night attack by the 7th InfDiv gained 500 yards 
and brought elements of the division to the top of the escarpment on the east. On 
the division left advances were made in the HANAGUSUKU area supported by flame throw¬ 
ing tanks from Hill 95• 

Casualties as of 2400 11 June:- Enemy: KIA 72,957; PCWs 731 military, 536 
laborers, am: KIA 67, WIA 359, MIA 5; total 431. 

Tomorrow, minecraft organized as TG 32.3 will start sweeping mines to the 
southwest between OKINAWA and MTYAKO. 

ComNorPac reports CruDiv 1 bombardment of installations on MATSUIVA was com¬ 
pleted without damage to our ships. 

Bad weather again prevented attacks on FORMOSA on the 11th. 

A Jap bomb dropped by 1 Jap plane on the 10th shewing IFF hit IE SHIMA and 
killed 9, wounding 32. 

FB4Ys, escorted by P-47s, on photographic mission over KYUSHU on the 10th 
were intercepted by 75 Jap fighters. 17 Japs were shot down. 

In minor air attacks in the OKINAWA Area on the 11th our CAP splashed 5 enemy 
aircraft, ships AA shot down 4, 1 suicide hit was scored, for a total of 10 enemy 
aircraft destroyed. Incomplete reports indicate that 4 more were shot down over 
KYUSHU by TAF planes. 

184 sorties were flown in support of ground troops on the 11th. 2 squadrons 

of MAG 14 arrived at Kadena on the 11th. 

FAW 18 planes on the 12th sank 4 SD, 2 off KII SUIDO and 2 west of KOZU SHIMA. 
At the latter point a large warehouse or fish cannery was destroyed and the entire 
harbor area was set ablaze. 

PBJs scored 4 and 2 rocket hits respectively on a 300-foot ship and a 200-foot 
coaster east of CHIBU PENINSULA. 

20 B-29s laid 182 mines in SHIMONOSEKI STRAITS and TSURUGA BAY. 

CINCPOA ADV 110804 expresses desire that TAF 10th Array operations not be handi¬ 
capped by the necessity of demonstrating efficiency of Napalm. 

CINCPOA ADV 120149 (pink) suggests that 133° E. Long, be agreed on as the 
dividing line between areas of primary responsibility during OLYMPIC. 

CINCPOA ADV 120444 (pink) proposes to provide assault air warning units for 
OLYMPIC and suggests discussion between ComRiibsPac and ComGen 6th Amy. 
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12 June (Guam date)(Continued) 

CINCPOA ADV 120501 (pink) requests that all units from the MTO and ETO avail¬ 
able for redeployment be reported to CINCAFPAC who will schedule into OKINAWA and 
OLYMPIC. 

GHQ MACARTHUR 120851 concurs in movement of 24th InfRegt from SAIPAN to 

OKINAWA. 


CINCPAC ADV 121831 (pink) passes to CINCSWPA concurrence of ComGen 10 in 
movement of Brig. Gen. Hutchinson*s party and flight echelon to OKINAWA. 

13 June (Guam date) 

Organized Jap resistance on OROKU PENINSULA has been destroyed and the 6th 
MarDiv is now engaged in mopping up small enemy groups in caves. During the 9 days 
of operations on the peninsula over 3*500 Japs were killed, including 150 found dead 
in a Jap sick bay overrun by the Marines. The 1st MarDiv continued to consolidate 
its positions along KUNISHI RIDGE. The right flank of the 96th Div gained 4-500 
yards to the northern outskirts of OZATO. Gains of approximately 400 yards were made 
in the division center while the left flank was held up by MG and 47mm fire. The 7th 
InfDiv pushed its right flank 250-500 yards along the escarpment and reached the 
northern edge of a small town 400 yards west of HANAGUSUKU. A Jap counterattack by 
an estimated two companies against Hill 95 was repulsed and artillery later broke up 
a concentration of enemy forming to attack the hill. 

Casualties as of 2400 12th:- Enemy: KIA 74,783, PCV/S 816 Military, 570 laborers. 
Own: KIA 6,225, WIA 26,901, MIA 226} total - 33,352. 

The 12th at OKINAWA was quiet with little naval activity. No air raids and 
no damage to ships reported. Fire support activity on a reduced scale. Close support 
was furnished by 98 sorties (24 tons, 330 rockets), and the SAKISHIMA GUNTO was at¬ 
tacked by TU 32.1.3 (55 tons, 52 rockets), which destroyed 2 planes on the ground. 

2 PB4Y photo planes, escorted by 20 P-47s tried to photograph KYUSHU but clouds 
interfered. The P-47s met no enemy aircraft. 32 F4Us bombed and rocketed KANOYA air¬ 
field despite 8/10 clouds at 2,000 feet and a few strafed KUSHIRA. 1 F4U pilot bailed 
out near OKINAWA but was dead when picked up. 

CTF31 I2I24O (pink) submits to Com3rdFlt recommended composition of fleet and 
amphibious units to remain at OKINAWA as TF 31. 

CINCPAC ADV 130228 (pink) comments to Cominch on proposal of ComGen USFCT to 
open FORT BAYARD or equivalent intermediate port on CHINA Coast. 

CINCPAC ADV 130229 (pink) outlines LST availability for OLYMPIC. 

CINCPAC ADV 130231 proposes to Cominch dividing ServRon 10 into Service Divs. 

CINCPAC ADV 130335 requests instructions from Cominch concerning maintenance 
of a token force at JUA AMOTU Airfield on TONGATABU. 

CINCPAC ADV 130849 directs ComServPac to resubmit tentative organization of 
Service Force, Pacific Fleet separating Staff organization from Force organization. 

COMAAFSWPA 18 1110 reports circumstances surrounding crash of P-38 into RANDOLFH. 

CINCPAC ADV 131621 comments on CTG 111.2 proposal to bombard TRUK. 

CINCPOA ADV 131629 directs transfer of 24th InfRegt to OKINAWA and of 1 Bn of 
147th InfRegt from IWO to TINIAN. 
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14 June (Guam date) 


The 6th MarDiv in its final mopping up on OROKU PENINSULA on the 13th captured 
102 Japs. There were numerous surrenders, individual and group suicides, and shooting 
of Japs trying to surrender by their own comrades. In the south the Japs are now 
confined to an area 3 miles by 5 miles. The 1st llarDiv continued to consolidate its 
right flank on KUNISHI RIDGE. The southern edge of KUNISHI TOWN was reached after 
a bitter fire fight. On the division left flank 600-300 yards were made bringing 
the lines up on the ridge to the east of KUNISHI TOWN. 96 th InfDiv reached the 
southeast edge of OZATO TOWN. The 7th InfDiv made gains of 300-700 yards against 
moderate to heavy resistance, reaching the center of NAKAZA. The 6th Marine Recon 
Co. landed unopposed on SENAGA SHE.IA, 600 yards off SW coast of OROKU PENINSULA, at 
0500 14 June, The reconnaissance of KUME SHIMA was completed without casualty during 
the night 13-14 June. Preliminary information indicates approximately 50 Japs on 
the island. 

Casualties:- Enemy: KIA 76,542; POWs 906 military, 574 laborers. Own: KIA 48, 
WIA 374, MIA 12; total - 434. 

Total naval casualties of TF 31 to 13 June are 1102 KIA, 1403 IGA and 3592 WIA; 
total 6 , 097 . (Increase of 900 since 23rd) 

Minesweeping between LIIYAKO and OKINAWA proceeding according to schedule, 
with negative results for the first day’s operations. 

TG 111.2 continues 2nd day training strike on TRUK. In addition to air strikes 
originally scheduled, cruisers may bombard DUBLON ISLAND. TG 32.1 in operating area. 
TG 30.6 patrolling north of convoy routes. 

During the 13th there were no air raids for the 2nd day. P-47s of the TAF 
strafed small craft and a factory in southern KYUSHU, losing 1, and TU 32.1.3 attacked 
the SAKISHD.IA GUNTO with 42 tons and 476 rockets, probably destroying 1 Dinah. Close 
inspection of runways showed 3 3000 foot and 1 2600 foot strips operational and the 
rest inoperational. CVEs and TAF planes furnished 93 close support sorties, using 
12 tons and 544 rockets. A strike by 65 F4Us using 19,220 gallons of Napalm and 465 
rockets was also made on a probable Jap headquarters area near MABUNI TOWN on the S. 
coast of OKINAWA. The area was left a mass of flames, smoke and dust. 1 F4U crash 
landed, killing the pilot. 

FAW 1 seaplanes on the 14th off SW KOREA left 1 SD afire and settling, sank 
3 SD off KUNSAN, KOREA and left 3 others burning and listing. Privateers dropped 4 
2000 pound mines in a channel off SW KOREA. 

A PBJ claimed serious damage on an unidentified vessel south of TOKYO BAY, 

29 B-29s laid 311 mines in SHIMONSEKI STRAITS and NIIGATA HARBOR. 

487 B-29s (excluding 25 early returns) took off to attack OSAKA-AMAGASAKI 
urban area with incendiaries. P-51 escorts were scheduled. 

CTF 38 100612 (pink) comments on relative performance of F4U-1 and Jap 
fighters Frank, George and Jack. 

CTF 38 120245 (pink) recommends strongly for retention of the maximum number 
of VF in CVGs. 
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14 June (Guam date) (Corrt 'd) 


CHICPCA ADV 131623 directs that all type commanders screen and reduce all 
requirements in the MARIANAS in order to alleviate strain on critically burdened 
port facilities. 

JCS 13215S outlines procedure for repatriation of Allied prisoners of war. 

CGMFHIBSPAC 140030 (pink) estimates LCT reouirements for OLYMPIC. 

15 June (Guam date) (y 

The 1st MarDiv made little changes in its front lines. The 96 th InfDiv com¬ 
pleted the seizure of OZATO and was pressing forward to the south. The 7th InfDiv 
pressed its attacks towards Hill 153 reaching a point l/2 mile from the hill, after 
fighting through Jap defensive positions located in jutting coral formations. 

Casualties as of 2400 14- June:- Enemy: KEA 77,719; PONs 953 Military, 604 
laborers. Own: KIA 64 , WIA 337; total 401. 

Sightings indicate that Jap merchant shipping is still backed up in Korean 
ports. 21 BomCom reconnaissance and photographs indicate that only the smallest ships 
are now using the SHIMONOSEKI STRAITS. 


TG 111.2 completed TRUK training strike without opposition. 

For the 3rd consecutive day there were no enemy air raids. Close support 
continued with 112 sorties using 69 tons and 488 rockets. TU 32.1.3 continued attack¬ 
ing the SAKISHINA GUNTO with 70 tons and 773 rockets, sinking 6 small boats and ex¬ 
ploding 1 small armored gunboat off ISHIGAKI, and damaging 11 small boats off IRIOMOTE. 
Off IKEMA 2 60-foot boats were damaged. Runways and other installations were attacked. 
5 new biplanes and 1 fighter on ISHIGAKI appeared operational. 

The TAF maintained a 72 plane CAP from dawn to dusk, when other CAP'S took 
over. The TAF KYUSHU strike was weathered and hit AMAMI instead, 1 F4U and 1 P-47 
ditched near the KIKAI shore, and both were Dumboed under enemy fire with our fighters 
strafing enemy gun positions. 

FAN 1 planes damaged 2 SD and 1 SC SE of SHIKOKU, and probably sank 1 2000-ton 
FT. FAW 18 planes destroyed 1 SD off KII SUIDO, and on the E shore of KOZU SHUtA de¬ 
stroyed 6 SD on a ramp, damaging 3 SD and 4 fishing boats. 

COMGEN TEN 141350 (pink) estimates that 3 airstrips can be constructed on 
AGUNI and 1 on IHEYA. ' 


CINCPAC ADV 141718 summarizes existing arrangements for locating and tracking 
typhoons* 


CINCPAC ADV 150812 (pink) requests from Com3rdFlt amplification of proposal 
by Capt, Brovm to operate TF 37 as a group of TF 38. 

CINCPAC ADV 150816 (pink) designates 2nd MarDiv in lieu of 4th MarDiv for 

OLYMPIC. 


CINCPOA ADV 150835 (pink) requests CINCAFPAC's concurrence in substitution of 1 


Marine Scout Bombing Group for 1 of the 4 Marine Fighter Groups to be employed in 

OLYMPIC. 26 9p( ^ 















16 June (Guam date) 


In the center, the 96 th InfDiv reached the crest of Hill 167. By nightfall 
the division was fighting down the SW slopes of the hill with the Japs offering stiff 
resistance. The division left flank advanced approximately 600 yards across the 
plateau. The 7th InfDiv advanced towards Hill 153 supported by tanks and flamethrow¬ 
ers. Latest reports state that the hill was finally taken shortly before nightfall. 
Tanks in support were hindered by dense, high grass, heavy tree growths, and coral 
pinnacles. On the division left 500 yards were gained along the coast and Hill U5 
secured. The 1st MarDiv continued reorganization and consolidation on KUNISHI RIDGE. 
Patrols were working through KUNISHI TOWN and towards MEZADO (MAZATO), During the 
past week infiltration lias increased with 1161 Jap infiltrators being killed during 
this period. 

Casualties as of 2400 15 June:- Eneny: KIA 79,180; FCWs 995 military, 622 
laborers. Own: KEA 6,358, WIA 27, 811, MIA 238; Total - 34,407. 

84 B-24s (including 44 previously reported) bombed FORMOSA on the 15th. 

TAICHU drome was bombed starting fires and explosions, and destroying or damaging 
fuel, warehouses, etc. 25 B-25s hit OKASEKI drome destroying 5-7 buildings plus 
locomotives and airfield installations. Photos taken on the 15th of FORMOSA airfields 
(plus earlier photos of 4 fields) showed 63 VF and 26 VB operationsl. 

At OKINAWA from 2000-2200 on the 15th a small number of Jap planes raided 
the area doing little damage and losing 2 planes to our VF(N). 3 bombs hit IE SHIMA 
and 5 hit near Kadena. AA shot down 1 Nick. 

Direct support was furnished by 90 sorties with 67 tons and 228 rockets. 

TU 32.1.3 hit SAKISHIMA GUNTO, sinking a harbor lighter and a fishing boat, and 
damaging 1 SD, 1 barge and 1 eneny aircraft. We lost 2 VF to AA with no rescues. 

Other losses during the day included 1 0S2U, over enemy territory, and 1 TAF VF. 

38 P-47s and 32 F4Us of the TAF were weathered out of KYUSHU on the l6th and hit 
KIKAI and TOKUNO instead. The CVE planes with 30 TAF F4U escorts were also weathered 
out of KYUSHU and hit the northern RYUKYUS instead. CVE planes hit KONIYA seaplane 
base (AMAMI) and NAZE (AMAMl). 1 CVE VF and 1 TAF F4U were shot down, the latter 
pilot bailing out over TANEGA, and the former awaiting rescue. 

FAW 1 aircraft on the 16th probably sank 2 SD and damaged 3. 2 luggers were 

also sunk. FAW 18 shot down 2 Zekes east of CHIBU, and probably sank 1 SD, 1 trawler, 
and damaged 1 150-ft. sea truck. FBJs east of CHIBU left 1 ship dead in the water. 

30 B-29s laid 319 mines in SHIMONOSEKI STRAITS, FUSHIKI, FUKUOKA and KARATSU. 

C0M3RDFLT 160007 (pink) outlines plans for operation of TF 37 with TF 38 . 

CINCPOA ADV 160548 directs ComGen 10 to occupy KUME SHIMA as soon as practic¬ 
able. 

CINCPOA ADV 160902 proposes to exchange CruDiv 6 for CruDiv 12. 

CINCPAC ADV 161445 proposes to withdraw TG 32.1 from OKINAWA not later than 

1 July. 

CINCPAC ADV 161451 requests 3 7thFlt Liberators be made available for weather 
reconnaissance. 
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17 June (Guam date) 


The 22nd Marines from the 6th MarDiv relieved the 7th Marines in a pre-dawn 
passage of lines. At 0730 the 22nd attacked, pushed through MEZATO and brought its 
left flank 200 yards south of the town. The right flank was held up by a Jap strong 
point on the nose of a ridge NW of 0ZAT0. The 1st MarDiv supported by artillery ad¬ 
vanced its front SE and S of MEZADO. The 1st MarDiv left flank was held up by heavy 
flanking fire from the escarpment. In the 96th InfDiv zone 115 Japs were killed 
during the night 16-17 June attempting infiltration and in hand grenade duels. The 
division right flank advanced 100-200 yards SE 0ZAT0. The 7th InfDiv mopped up con¬ 
cealed enemy positions on Hills 153 and 115. 300 civilians were persuaded to surrender 

by loud speakers mounted on tanks. Admiral Ota, Commander of the Naval Base Force 
on OKINAWA, committed suicide in his cave headquarters on OROKU PENINSULA. 

Casualties as of 2400 16 June:- Enemy: KIA 80,459; POWs 1,030 Military, 642 
Laborers. Own; KIA 35, VJIA 216, MIA 3; total - 254. 

TWIGGS (DD 591) was hit by a torpedo off OKINAWA in air attacks on the eve¬ 
ning of the 16th and sank about 3/4 hour later. Bombs straddled LINDENWALD (LSD 6) 
but caused no damage to the ship. 

Minesweeping of NE half of area "Z" NE of MIYAKO has been completed, with 
negative results, and TG 32.3 has been ordered to complete sweeping the area. 

On the 16th 81 B-24s attacked KIIRUN warehouses and harbor installations, 
starting heavy explosions and fires and destroying or damaging many small boats. 18 
B-24s were holed and 3 men were wounded by AA. 24 other B-24s bombed TAKAO, destroy¬ 
ing or damaging 12-14 warehouses. 3 B-32s bombed TAITO TOWN with 30 tons from 19,000 
feet. Photos on the 16th showed only 33 VF and 25 VB at FORMOSA (as compared to 63 VF 
and 26 VB on the 15th). 

There were 4 early morning raids on the 16th at OKINAWA and 1 raid undetected 
in the evening. At 2045 the TWIGGS (DD 591) was sunk by a torpedo from a lcw-flying 
plane, and probably hit by the plane itself. Incomplete reports list 188 survivors. 

In the "SOCKEM" Operation 84 aircraft of TU 32.1.3 were involved. Results 
were reported yesterday. 

70 air support sorties on southern OKINAWA used 10 tons, 288 rockets and 
30 Napalm bombs. 

2 FAW 1 PBMs at SUSAKI on the southern coast of SHIKOKU destroyed or probably 
destroyed 5 SD (including 2 under construction), sunk 1 lugger, damaged 12 SD by 
strafing, completely burned a 2 acre shipyard, burned a 100 foot pier, and badly 
damaged a 120 foot 2-deck ferry boat which beached. 2 FAW 18 PB4Ys preparing to at¬ 
tack a large tanker type ship 5 miles E of CHOSI POINT (E of CHIBU) were attacked by 
12 aggressive Zekes and Oscars. 3 fighters were shot down and 5 badly damaged in a 
running fight to 120 miles off shore. There was no damage to the PB4Ys. A PBJ scored 
2 hits in a patrol craft south of HONSHU. 

COMGENAAFPOA I 6 O 614 (pink) constitutes resume of plans for utilization of 
RAF units at OKINAWA. 

COMINCH & CNO 161904 authorizes establishment in ServRon 10 of ServDivs 101 
thru 104. 

CINCPAC ADV 170715 (pink) disapproves Com3rdFlt proposal for operating TF 37 
with TF 33. 
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17 June (Guam date)(Cont*d) 

CINCAFPAC 171109 (pink) announces that additional VLR wing will not be moved 
to the MARI MAS and that RAF units will be deployed at OKINAWA when Army Air Forces 
units move forward. 

COMGEN TEN 171407 (pink) indicates that reconnaissance of KUME cannot be 
made until the island is secured about 1 July. 



IS June (Guam date) 


ComGen 10 in a dispatch dated 180935 stated, "Eneiiy resistance in OKINAWA 
broken today." The Japs are reported fleeing south and west on the southern tip of 
the island and are being brought under our artillery fire. During the day the 5th 
Marines (1st MarDiv), 8th Marines (2nd MarDiv), and 22nd Marines (6th MarDiv) broke 
through the Jap defense lines and by nightfall load pushed on to the NAGUSUKU-MAKABE 
Highway. Elements of these regiments had reached the out skirts of NAGUSKU TOWN and 
MAKABE TOWN. The 96 th InfDiv advanced to southwest gaining 200-1000 yards, bringing 
portions of its front lines along the southwest edge of the escarpment from which 
the troops can overlook MADEERA and the ocean 3000 yards to the south. The 7th InfDiv 
advanced 300-700 yards against heavy small arms and MG fire from hollowed out coral 
heads with enemy resistance centering around Hill 110, 1000 yards north MABUNI. 

Casualties as of 2400 17 June:- Enemy: KIA 81,901j POWs 1,096 military, 730 
laborers. Own: KIA 47, WIA 354, HA lOj total - 411. 

On the 19th 7 squadrons of B-24s hit KIIRUN, 3 squadrons of B-25s attack SHOKA 
railroad bridge, and 3 B-32s also attack bridges. 


There were 3 small air raids at OKINAWA in the early morning on the 17th and 


1 in the evening with no damage reported. The CVE strikes on the SAKISHIMA GUNTO con¬ 
tinued as did TAF strikes on the northern RYUKYUS. 2 TAF pilots were rescued off 
KIKAI beaches. South of AHAUI, on the northern coast of KAKEROMA, 7 heavily camou¬ 
flaged SB were sighted. 73 support sorties were flown using 40 tons, 469 rockets and 
24 Napalm bombs. 

FAW 1 planes laid 8 2000-lb. mines off SW KOREA. A PBM of FAW 1 ditched SE 
of the SHANTUNG PENINSULA and 3 officers and 3 men were rescued by another PBM. FAW 
18 planes sank a 70 foot fishing boat and damaged 1 80-foot lugger. 

25 B-29s laid 250 mines in SHH5DN0SEKI STRAITS and KOBE HARBOR. 

Strike photographs the night of 17/l8th at OMATA, HAMAMATSU, YOKKAICHI and 
KAGOSHIMA showed many fires burning and pilots and crews reported extensive fires. 

13 B-29s are missing, 1 of which was seen to explode over the target. 

CINCPOA ADV 1301/(4 (pink) requests explanation of proposal to delay occupation 
of KUME until 1 July. 
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19 June (Guam date) 
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The co lla pse of Jap defenses across the entire line was increasingly evident# 
On the right flank the 22nd Marines mopped up in the KUT/ANGA-NAGUSUKU area and pro¬ 
tected the Army right flank. The 4th Marines pushed to the south against meagre re¬ 
sistance reaching the northern slopes of MABUNI MURA. The 8th Marines plus one bat¬ 
talion from the 5th Marines by 1700 had reached the SE Coast 700 yards south of K0- 
MESU. The 96 th Div advanced 500 yards bringing its lines just north of ARAGACHI. Its 
left flank was reported meeting stubborn resistance at the base of the escarpment, 
though one report states that our advance in this sector is impeded less by the 
character of enemy resistance than by the great number of Japs that are just in the 
way and have to be killed. The 7th Inf Div averaged 300 yard's against stubborn re¬ 
sistance of small enemy groups in caves and other fortified positions. Numerous enemy 
are reported jumping off the cliffs along the SE shore. 


Casualties as of 2400 18th:- Enemy: KCA 83,492; Own: KIA 61, WIA 44-7, MIA 11: 
total - 519. 



Only 1 small air raid took place at OKINAWA in the early morning of the 18th 
and it caused no damage. The TAF KYUSHU strike was again diverted to A MA MT because 
of weather. TU 32.1.3 continued the neutralization of the SAKISHIMA GUNT0. 71 sorties 
were flown in air support, using 42 tons, 536 rockets and 48 Napalms. On the night 
of the 18/l9th our VF(N) shot down 3 Betty's. On the 19 th the entire crew of a search 
plane darn 82 miles 078 degrees from POINT B0L0 was rescued. 



FAIV 18 planes on the 19th damaged 1 SD off SHIONO MISAKI and shot down 1 
Oscar. 2 crewmen were wounded. Off KOZA SHIMA 1 su and 5 fishing boats were sunk. 
FAW 1 planes destroyed 1 and damaged 2 SD off Sv7 KOREA, left 1 small stack-aft AK 
sinking in TSUSHIMA STRAITS, and damaged 2 luggers north of SHANGHAI. A PBJ scored 
2 hits on an unidentified ship near 0 SHIMA. 



Photos taken on the 18th covering 25$ of the area attacked showed .57 sq.mi. 
or 16$ of the YOKKAICHI area destroyed or damaged from the incendiary raid on the 
early morning of the 18th. Several fires were still burning on the waterfront. 7 
numbered targets show damage, including 2 oil refineries. YOKKAICHI is the site of 
the second largest naval fuel depot in the Empire. 

On the night of 19/20th 489 effective B-29s attacked SHIZUOKA, FUKUOKA and 
TOYOHASHI around midnight. 


COMGENSERV 131524 (pink) estimates cargo to be handled through destinations 
in POA during August from ETO and MTO. 


C0M3RDFLT 140903 (pink) outlines estimated destroyer requirements for TF 38. 


CTF 31 180555 (pink) recommends ships for TF 32 for cover and support during 
JUNEAU Operation. 




CINCBFF I 8 O 836 (pink) estimates sortie date from MANUS as 6 July. 

COMMARGILS 181326 estimates that 1 CVG in full operating status can be accom¬ 
modated at ROI. 




CINCPOA AJDV 181431 designated Maj.Gen. Geiger as Commander RYUKYUS Forces 
and Expeditionary Troops as temoorary successor to Lt. Gen. Buckner. 


C0M3RDFLT 190H5 estimates that TG 38.4 will arrive ENIWETOK about 1 August 

- Continued - 27 02 








o 

c 

o 

o 

^J 


,r~\ 

19 June (Guam date)(Cont , d) 



CINCPOA ADV 190834 (pink) releases 
from Area Reserve for ICEBERG* 

C01JGEN TEN 190936 (pink) estimates 
intention of landing on 25 June. 

MACARTHUR 191213 (pink) concurs in 
to 7 July. 

• 

CINCPOA ADV 191335 (pink) requests 
the category of defense for HAWAII. 


the 2nd MarDiv, less the 8th Marines, 

200 enemy troops on KUME and expresses 
exchange of CruDivs 12 and 6 subsequent 
recommendations for the modification of 


CINCPAC ADV 191737 (pink) proposes to CINCAFPAC that CINCPOA assume responsi¬ 
bility for bulk petroleum supply of all forces and activities at OLYMFTC. 

CINCAFPAC 200213 assigns General Stillwell to command the Tenth Army* 


CINCAFPAC 200349 (pink) requests concurrence in designation of ComGenPOA 
as agency responsible for mounting all Amy Ground and Air Units from POA for OLYMPIC. 


20 June (Guam date) 


6 





The Japs on OKINAWA are now confined to three pockets on the southern end 
of the island. Elements of the 6th MarDiv drove to the south on the Army right flank 
reaching the coast and SE slopes of MABUNI MURA, confining the Japs in a pocket on 
ARA-SAKI about 1000 yards square. Masses of civilians are coming to our lines to 
surrender and some Jap soldiers are reported coming in with these civilians. The 1st 
MarDiv continues to attack Hill 81 against heavy enemy fire and other elements of the 
regiment are working through and mopping up MAKABE where 170 Japs were killed during 
the day. The 96 th InfDiv is meeting heavy resistance just north of ARAGACHI and 
along its left flank from ARAGACHI to HAD HERA, The 77th InfDiv made 1000-1600 yards 
to the south and southwest. The advance was impeded by heavy fire from Hill 82, 600 
yards ME UDO. Mopping up on this hill is now in progress. The division left flank 
made 300—800 yards capturing a hill (Hill 89) 200 yards south of MABUNI. 

Casualties as of 2400 19 June:- Eneny: KIA 87,343; POWs 1,503 military, 1,062 
laborers. Own: KIA 6,740, WIA 29,598, MIA 250; total - 36,538. 


CALVIN VICTORY (XAK) was torpedoed early on the morning of the 21st 300 
miles west of ENIWETOK. ENDYMION (ARL 9) sighted a torpedo at 0633K at 12-40N, 156- 
22E while enroute SAIPAN to PEARL. 

During the night of 18/l9th DUNLAP (DD 354) on anti-shipping patrol off CHI¬ 
CHI JIMA destroyed 2 small craft each reportedly of 30 tons, and 1 small 100 ton AK 
NE of CHICHI. Prisoners were taken who stated that the mission of these vessels was 
to evacuate non-combatants to the homeland from CHICHI JIMA with as much gasoline as 
possible. 


TU 32.1,3 used 24 tons and 811 rockets to hit the SAKISHIMA GUNTO on the 18th. 
2 small boats were sunk and 9 were damaged. 1 CVE pilot ditched and was rescued. The 
TAF hit AHAMI again after finding KYUSHU closed in. There were 35 support sorties, 
using 10 tons, 250 rockets, and 23 Napalms. The shore based ADCC (Air Defense Con¬ 
trol Center) was placed in operation on IE SHIMA at 1800. 


- Continued - 
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20 June (Guam date)(Cont*d) 




FA7/ 1 planes on the 20th in NISHI SUIDO sank 1 SC, 1 SD, and 1 coastal pas¬ 
senger steamer, and off the YANGTZE RIVER damaged an 800 ton coastal AK. South of 
HAICHOW WAN 1 FT was sunk. 1 Tojo was probably destroyed and 1 damaged. FA?/ 18 
planes off HAMAMATSU shot down 1 Zeke and damaged 2 others. All FAW 18 planes at 1170 
were ordered evacuated to TINIAN on the evening of the 20th because of the impending 
typhoon. 


CINCP0A FEAHJ. 200205 (pink) outlines current petroleum supply and tanker situ¬ 
ation to ComServRon 10. 

CINCPQA ADV 200228 recommends to Cominch against adoption of changes in 
current petroleum supply functions and suggests augmentation of area petroleum offices 
instead. 


C0MNAVU 14th AF 200235 requests information of damaged ships and tankers in 
YELLOW SEA for attack by 14th AF aircraft staging through North CHINA fields. 

DepCom20thAF 200443 (pink) requests concurrence in movement of 508th Filter 
Group from OAHU to IW0 JIMA. 

C0M3RDFLT 200819 (pink) requests that decision be deferred on ComServRon 10 
170217 until arrival of Capt. Cross with study of July requirements for fleet oilers. 


CTF 31 201340 (pink) constitutes Com5thFhibFor OpOrd A-207-45 for seizure 
and occupation of KUME SHIMA. , 

21 June (Guam date) 



Lt. Gen. Geiger has announced that organized resistance on OKINAWA ceased 
on 21 June (L plus 81) and that mopping up is continuing to eliminate two remaining 
pockets. During the day the 6th MarDiv announced that organized resistance in its 
zone ceased at 1027(1). The 1st MarDiv repulsed a Banzai charge by an estimated Jap 
platoon during the night 20-21 June. In fighting today, the 5th Marines secured Hill 
81. The XXIV Corps has been impeded in its attack by large numbers of civilians, 
plus military personnel, who are coming through to our lines. In the 96th InfDiv 
zone resistance centers around MADESRA and Hills 79 and 85, 600 and 700 yards SW of 
MADEERA respectively. These positions are now under attack by the division. Along 
the southern coast many Japs are walking into the water and drowning themselves. A 
large cave, believed to be the headquarters of Lt.Gen. Ushijima, is under attack by 
elements of the 7th InfDiv. Many Japs are coming out of the many exits to the cave 
and surrendering. More than 1700 military prisoners were taken during the day, 754 
of these by the 7th Div. 3 Majors, 2 Captains, and 5 Lts. plus other officers not 
yet identified were made prisoners. In several cases Jap officers led their men into 
our lines to surrender. 

Casualties as of 2400 20 June:- Eneny: KIA 90,401 (estimated); PO’,7 2,480 
military, 1,273 laborers. Own: KIA 99, WIA 468, MIA 4; total - 471. 

1 raid occurred during the evening of the 20th at OKINAWA in which a single 
Betty made an unsuccessful torpedo attack. 


TU 32.1.3 continued coverage of SAKASHIMA GUNT0. "Z" minesweeping operation 
will be resumed on the 23rd, and expected completed 24th. Only 2 Nip snoopers 18-19th 
have bothered this operation so far. Due to high wind and swell all LSTs at HAGUSHI 
beaches were withdrawn. All cargo discharge to IE SHIMA suspended for the same 
reason. “ Continued- 97 04- 





















21 June (Guam date)(Cont’d) 

ComMarGils and At Com ENIWETOK hunter-killer group formed. ATA 198 dispatched 
to ENDYMION. Shipping departing ENI7JET0K held up. Shipoing enroute to westward of 
ENIWETOK diverted south. Exact number of torpedoings still undetermined, as another 
ship, SS PORT WASHINGTON (US tanker), also reported a torpedoing, 8 miles from 
EKDYMIONS position, but it may be that it was a relay of ENDYMION report. 

34 0 KIN AN A F-47s hit the OMURA aircraft plant with undetermined results. 

195 enemy aircraft were photographed on the airfield. Other P-47s and F4Us hit AMALIE 
and KAKEROMA, firing 4 small ships. 29 F4Us hit CHIRAN drome, with results unreported. 
1 TAF pilot is missing. 

TU 32.1.3 covered the SAKISHINA GUNTO again. A CVE VF pilot ditched and the 
ASP seaplane which landed to rescue him could not take off. A Dumbo landed and picked 
up all 15 safely. 1 TAF pilot who bailed out was picked up by a DE, severely injured. 

All FAff 18 empire searches on the 21st were weathered out. FAIT 1 planes off 
the YANGTZE sank 1 800-ton FT and severely damaged 1 200-ton tug. Off KOREA 1 small 
FT and 1 large coastal AK were damaged. In NISHI SUIDO 3 of 7 SD were damaged. 

Photographs of the 19th & 20th show the following damage to recent B-29 
industrial targets in percent of built-up area destroyed. OSAKA 26$, HAMAMATSU 40$, 
YOKKAICHI 59$, FUKUOKA 66$. 

CINCPAC AD7 201312 approves British carrier replacement pool at PITYILYU. 

CINCPOA ADV 210342 expresses preference ATC in SoPac be continued until roll¬ 
up completed. 

CTF 99 210405 announces termination of organized resistance on OKINAWA. 

COM MARIANAS 210451 indicates development for 4th Fighter Group at IWO under 
way and accommodations for 5th Fighter Group under construction. 

CGUSFCT 210645 (pink) summarizes to JCS possibilities of capitalizing on 
Japanese withdrawals in CHINA. 

CINCPOA ADV 210903 (oink) outlines schedule of withdrawal of elements of 
the 1st Marine Air Wing from SWPA. 

COMGEN TEN 211116 (pink) constitutes 10th Array OpOrd 16-45 lor seizure and 
occupation of KIMS SHIMA. 

MACARTHUR 211237 (pink) requests 3 CVEs for OBOE 7.10 Operation. 

COMGEN TEN 211405 (pink) announces that Air Defense Command is ready to as¬ 
sume full responsibility for air defense on 1 July. 

CTF 38 211415 (pink) summarizes intentions for carrier operations during 


July. 
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22 June (Guam date) 


U.S. colors were formally raised on the island of OKINAWA at 1000(i), 22 
June. On the SW tip of the island the 29th Marines have surrounded an unstated number 
of Japs. About 160 of these were observed committing suicide with grenades during the 
day. A small sector is held by Japs in the vicinity of ARAGACHI-MADSERA. In the term 
of MADEERA a group of enemy officers and NCOs resisting to the end and 5 MGe are re¬ 
ported as operative. Gen. Ushijima is believed to have been killed in his headquarters 
on 21 June by our artillery or mortar fire. A considerable number of Japs are be¬ 
lieved to be hiding out in the bush in the rugged terrain of the extreme north of the 
island. 


Casualties as of 21-00 21 June:- Enemy: KIA 94,919; POW 3,526 military, 1,999 
laborers. Own: KIA 66, WIA 382, MIA 2; total - 450. 

Three hunter-killer groups are new operating between ENIWETOK and the MARIANAS, 
and it appears that there may be two submarines, one in the general vicinity of 12-30N 
156-OOE, and the other at 10-30N, 144E. AS! planes have had recurring and disappear¬ 
ing radar contacts and have conducted holding down operations for the past 36 hours. 

During a red alert before dawn on the 22nd at 1.70 single plane bogeys were 
detected approaching from the north. 3 P-6ls were scrambled. None of the 3 approach¬ 
ing planes got closer than 18 miles. 

Heavy strikes against FORMOSA were weathered out, and only 13 P-51s attacked 
island communications, damaging a railroad tunnel, locomotives and railroad cars, 
a roundhouse, and an electric plant. On the 23rd 18 B-24s attack the KOBI butanol 
plant. 

For the first time in ID days a sizeable group of enemy aircraft raided the 
OKINAWA area on the 21st and 22nd. Raids began at dusk on the 21st, when a small 
group of enemy aircraft showing IFF code 6 attacked the KERAMA RETTO, with suicides 
hitting the CURTISS and ISM 213, sinking the ex-BAHRY and LSM 59, near-missing the 
KENNETH WHITENG. A strafer did some damage to a DE which splashed the enemy plane 
76 feet away. PC 469 splashed 2 with no damage to herself. From 0000-1130 there 
were 30 raids, the heaviest between 0300 and 0900. Good work by the CAP and north 
pickets prevented all but a few stragglers from getting through, and these were knock¬ 
ed down by AA with only insignificant damage reported to 1 1ST and 1 DE in the east 
anchorage. During this period 1 P-47, 2 TBM and 2 F4U were lost with the crews of 
the 1st 3 planes rescued. 

TU 32.1.1 flew 200 sorties using 48 tons and 1052 rockets in neutralizing the 
SAICISHIMA GUNTO. 3 planes and 1 pilot were operational losses. 

Off west KOREA FAS 'l 1 planes sank 1 very large sailing vessel. In NISHI SUIDO 
Privateers damaged 3 SD, and in HAGASHI SUIDO heckled 2 DEs. No other picket boats 
were seen. 

27 B-29s laid 176 mines in N HONSHU harbors. 403 B-29s are reported bombing 
Empire targets on the 22nd. 

CINCBPF 210654 (pink) requests permission to dock KING GEORGE V for a few 
days at MANUS. 

CDMGENPOA 220342 (pin]-:) recommends that 1 full strength fighter group be re¬ 
tained in the Hawaiian Area for air defense. 

CINCPAC ADV 220630 outlines to Cominch proposed organization of TrainComPacifj* 
as a task force commander afloat. 
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22 June (Guam date)(Cont’d) 


CTF 38 220332 requests with Com3rdFlt concurrence that the complement of all 
CVLGs be changed to include only fighters in time for the next operation. 

CINCPOA ADV 220955 (pink) directs the formation of a task group consisting 
of 3 CVEs and 6 DDs to report to Com7thFlt for OBOE-2* 


CINCPOA ADV 230106 (pink) concurs with CINCAFPAC with limitations in proposal 
that ComGenPOA be responsible for mounting all Army air and ground units in the POA 
for OLYMPIC* 




23 June (Guam date) 


JU A 






Systematic mopping up is now being conducted in each Corps zone of action. 
Small enemy groups are being killed or captured, Jap soldiers remaining appear non- 
aggressive but are trying to escape through our lines to the north. The tarn of 
MADEERA has been cleaned out, but many Japs are reported to be holed up in caves along 
the coast south of MABUNI. 


Casualties as of 2400 22 June:- Enemy: KIA 98,564; POWs 4,499 military, 2,433 
laborers. Own: KIA 7,283; WIA 32.916; MIA 233. Total - 40,432. 

"Z" Sweep concluded. Entire area now considered safe to a maximum depth of 
90 feet. During the day's operation 23 mines were swept. Total for entire operation 
101 since sweeping begun. Covering force of TU 32.1.1 will retire to LEYTE. 

34 B-24s attacking TOSHIEN fuel storage on FORMOSA bombed an oil refinery, 

AA positions, silenced 3 of the latter and scored direct hits on oil tanks and a 
cracking plant. A tremendous explosion in the oil installations sent a sheet of 
flame to 2000 feet, vdth black smoke billowing to 10,000. 9 B-24s were holed by AA. 

During the evening of the 22nd a few small enemy raids continued at OKINAWA. 

1 torpedo attack on screening vessels was ineffective. During the 48 hours prior to 
midnight on the 22nd our forces destroyed 57 enemy planes over OKINAWA (including 
4 over AMAMI), with 2 more shot down over KYUSHU. Of this total (59) ships’ AA got 
6, night fighters got 6 (5 Marine & 1 Army), 6 were suiciders, day CAP got 39 (in¬ 
cluding 4 over AIIAMI), and 32 F4Us over KYUSHU got 2. We lost 5 planes, vdth 4 pilots 
missing. Enemy pilots were reported as aggressive and skillful, using coordinated 
air combat tactics seen only infrequently in recent months. One TAF pilot after ex¬ 
pending all his ammunition shooting down a Betty is reported to have rammed a Zelce 
near a picket ship and then bailed out. 2 Bettys were si^ited carrying Balcas, and 
1 or 2 Bakas were seen in free flight. During the heaviest raids between O 836 and 
1100 on the 22nd, the TAF CAP numbered 121 fighters. 

CVE planes on the 22nd continued attacking the SAKISHIHA GUNT0. TAF P-47s 
found 0MURA closed at 0300 so attacked ITAZUId Airfield near FUKUOKA, with results 
unobserved. Intense AA from the harbor .>revented strafing the airfield. Since 7 
April TAF planes have now destroyed 593^ enemy aircraft. In TSUSHIMA STRAITS Priva¬ 
teers blew the stern off a 2-masted sailing vessel and damaged 3 SD. 


90 P-51s on the 23rd attacked airfields in the TOKYO Area. They shot dorm 19, 
probably destroyed 2 airborne and damaged 13 airborne eneiry aircraft. On the ground 
they destroyed 13, probably destroyed 12 and damaged 10. We lost 3 P-51s, but 2 
pilots were picked up by a sub. 
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23 June (Guam date)(Corn.*d) 

Photos show total damage of 2.04 sq. mi. to KAGOSHIMA - 42# of the built up 
portion of the city. Strike Photos show that a majority of the naval arsenal build¬ 
ings got 1 or more direct hits, causing structural damage. The BB HARUNA (KONGO Class) 
had 2 near misses and 1 probable direct hit on the stem, with some damage to the stem 
reported. 

COMGEN TEN 23005$ announces assumption of command of X Army and TF 99 by 
General Joseph 17. Stillwell, U.S. Army. 

CINCPOA ADV 230546 emphasizes critical unloading situation at OKINAWA and 
requests CINCAFPAC to review all shipping requirements and reduce them to absolute 
minimum. 


Fleet Admiral Nimitz departed GUAM by air for conference with Cominch on 
West Coast. 

24 June (Guam date) 

Mopping up continues on OKINAWA and the screen of troops across the island 
from NAHA to YONABARU has been placed in position to catch Japs attempting infiltra¬ 
tion to the north. Recent contacts with Japs have been limited to small groups of 
2 to 10 men. 

Casualties as of 2400 on the 23rd:- Enemy: KtA 101,853; POWs 5,213 military, 
2,689 laborers. Own: KIA 24, WIA 188, MIA 2; total 214. 

Four submarine contacts are reported as of the 24th: One east of JOHNSTON by 
a transport plane, a second west of the MARIANAS attacked unsuccessfully by surface 
craft, a third 300 miles NW of UUTHI attacked for 3 hours with 1 hedgehog hit claimed 
and a fourth in the same general area as the 3rd attacked unsuccessfully with search 
continuing. 

clalj art t V 

Landing on KUM5 SHIMA has been postponed untilttomorrow. 

15 B-24s bombed the K0BI alcohol refinery on FORMOSA on the 23rd scoring direct 

hits. 



On the 23rd there were 2 single-engine enemy raids at OKINAWA about 2100 but 
no attacks were made. At 0340 on the 24th 4-8 Jap bombs holed the southern end of 
IS SHIMA E runway and scored a direct hit on a 90mm gun position, killing 15 and 
wounding 13. 

17 TBMs and 36 F4Us in 1 raid and 32 P-47s in another attacked the SAKISHIMA 
GUMTO on the 23rd. On the 24th HIRARA FIELD on LIYAKO was bombed and rocketed by 37 
F4Us and 18 TBMs with the airfield, dispersal areas and AA positions as targets. A 
100-foot AK was damaged. 

1 SD was exploded off the SW tip of KOREA on the night of the 23/24th by FAW 
1 aircraft. 2 PBJs scored rocket hits on 2 small AKs, 1 E of CHIBU and 1 off BUNGO 
SUIDO. In TSUSHIMA STRAITS on the 24th 2 SD and 1 medium FT were set afire, and 6 
SD and 2 tugs were left smoking. 
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24 June (Guam date)(Cont*d) 

COMINCH & CNO 171550 requests information on ship repairs undertaken in the 
forward area by reason of anticipated delays in west coast shipyards. 


CINCPOA FEAKL 212003 outlines proposed relationship of ComServRon 10 Rep. at 
SNT//ET0K with ComMarGils and NOB ENIYVETOK and their respective responsibilities for 
fleet support. 

COMINCH 232046 requests early estimates of 1946 requirements for all types of 
shipborne landing craft. 


COMAIRPAC ADMIN 232208 recommends strongly against approval of CTF 38 220832 
proposal to install all VF CVGs on CVLs. 



COMWESSEAFRON 232220 outlines program of return of APAs and AKAs to mainland 
for troop and cargo lift. 

CNB MANUS 240106 (pink) indicates KING GEORGE V can be docked early in August 
in reply to CINCPOA 230555. 


COMGENFMFPAC 240229 (pink) recommends strongly against proposed movement of 
headquarters 5thPhibCorps from MAUI to SAIPAN. 


CINCAFPAC 240849 (pink) requests early availability of maps of KYUSHU indi¬ 
cating area and acreage required for naval shore establishment. 

CINCPOA ADV 240918 (pink) directs transfer of 8th Regt. to 2nd MarDiv at 
SAIPAN as soon as no longer required for KUME operation. 


COMSERVRON 10 241051 outlines plans for establishment of ServDivs 101 through 

105. 

MACARTHUR 241305 (pink) requests clarification of AFPAC responsibility for 
20th AF units and assignment of fighter groups to 20th Air Force. 

o (V' 

25 June (Guam date) 

No damage to ships at OKINAVA in air raids of the 24th. Landing on KUME 
SHIMA is scheduled for tomorrow. Task Group 31.25 consists of 4 DD, landing craft 
and miscellaneous small craft. 



SPADEFISH (SS 411), the first submarine to report after exit from the JAPAN 
SEA, gives her mtrol results as 1 large freighter, 5 medium freighters stink by 
torpedoes and 3 trawlers and 1 sampan sunk by gunfire. 


V 

v-/ 


There were no strikes on FORMOSA on the 24th. 

Night fighters at OKINAWA shot down 2 twin-engine bombers on the 24th. TAF 
Fijlts and P-47s attacked the SAKISHPIA GUNTO, concentrating on ISHIGAKI, on the 24th 
and again on the 25th, with a total of about 150 planes. There was no airborne oppo¬ 
sition, although 12-15 apparently operational planes were on the airfields. 1 150-ft. 
AK was damaged by strafing. 1 F4U ditched, with the pilot rescued. ISHIGAKI and 
MTYARA fields were believed inonerational after the attack on the 25th. 


The crew of a darned PBM was rescued on the 24th by the HAHBLETON (DMS 20) • 
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25 June (Guam date)(Cont’d) 

FAW 1 planes on the 25th sank 1 merchant vessel S of FUSAN (SE KOREA), and 
destroyed 1 FT off SW KOREA. FBMs shot down 1 Oscar and damaged a 2nd. FA?/ IS planes 
at HACHIJO SHBIA destroyed 1 SD and 1 SC. FAW 1 planes from 18 to 26 June, inclusive, 
sank 4,070 tons of enemy shipping and damaged 12,400 tons. They shot da™ 1 enemy 
aircraft and planted 53 2000-lb. mines. Cumulative totals since arrival in the area 
are 122,645 tons of shipping destroyed, and 128,890 tons damaged, with 36 enemy air¬ 
craft destroyed and 24 damaged. 

511 B-29s will be over the Empire tomorrow for bombing attacks on 9 targets, 
principally the NAGOYA Area, plus a mining mission. 148 P-51s are scheduled to escort. 

Enemy aircraft destroyed in POA since 18 March: 18 March - 30 April (Incl.) 
3,227. 1 May to date: TF 38 401, TF 31 409, TF 37 31, TF 93 130, TG 30.5 23 , 20thAAF 
229, TF 94 12, TG 99.2 456; total 1,691. 

CQMCEEN' TEN 240230 (pink) announces that he will be prepared to assume re¬ 
sponsibility for air defense in the RYUKYUS on 1 July. 

CTF 99 240646 (pink) recommends deferring all but construction troops, air 
units and cargo handling troops until current critical unloading situation is allevi¬ 
ated. 


COM MARIANAS 250623 (pink) reports that without unacceptable reduction in 
dispersal, 5 fighter groups can not be accommodated on IW0 JIMA. 

CINCPAC ADV 250645 approves tentative plans for docking KING GEORGE V at MANUS, 


C0MINCH & CN0 251316 approves in general Marine and Navy aspects of CINCPAC 
serial 006068 concerning complements and organization of Air Support Control Units, 
PhibsPac. 

26 June (Guam date) 

Landing on KUME SHIMA, approximately 52 miles west of 0KINA'.7A, was unop¬ 
posed. All waves were ashore at 0700 with the initial beachhead secured by 0715. Un¬ 
loading of supplies and the Garrison Force had commenced and was proceeding satis¬ 
factorily. Mopping up and interception of Japs attempting to infiltrate to the north 
continues on OKINAVfA. 

Casualties as of 2400 25 June:- Enemy: KIA 105,225; PCWs - 6,479 military, 
3,019 laborers. Own: KIA 6,313; ’VIA 28,467; MIA 105; total - 34,885. 

Submarine contacted between UUTHI and OKINAWA on the 23rd was believed sunk 
by CHAMPION (AM 314) and GELUGAN (DE 503). 

Eight of the nine submarines operating in the JAPAN SEA have now successfully 
retired through LA PEROUSE STRAITS. The ninth, BONEFISH, has not been heard from 
since the 13th when she requested permission to enter TOKAMA BAY. Five boats report 
sinking 26 vessels consisting of 1 large AO, 1 large AK, 14 medium AK, 4 small AN and 
6 miscellaneous craft. 


J 


516 B-29s and 144 P-51s attacked Central HONSHU on the 27th. 2 B-29s were 

lost and 2 others at last renort were unheard from since take off. The :-51s sighted 

48 enemy aircraft at NAGOYA and 4 at OSAKA. They claim 2 destroyed and 6 damaged. 1 

P-51 was lost but the nilot was rescued by a lifeguard sub. 

- Continued - 









26 June (C-uara date)(Cont’d) 


26 B-29s laid 153 mines on the 25th in SHH.IGNOSSKI STRAITS, MAIZURU and 

OHAMA. 

2 PB4Y-2s were missing from an anti-shipping sweep between SHANGHAI and 
35-00 north. South of KOREA 1 SC and 1 FTC were left burning. FAW 18 planes will 
intensify their shipping attacks along the southern HONSHU coast and will extend 
their search along the eastern HONSHU coast to 800 miles. 

Between 2250/25th and 0240/26th there were 16 enemy raids at OKINAWA, prin¬ 
cipally by float planes. There was no damage to shipping, although 3 men aboard 
the AUBURN (AGC 10) were wounded by fragments from a near suicide miss. 12 eneiy 
aircraft were destroyed # 

41 TBMs and F4Us attacked MIYAKO at 1710 with bombs, rockets and strafing. 

2 planes were slightly damaged. 

COMGEMAAFPOA ADI.tlN 250227 recommends reconsideration of CIMCPAC serial 002449 
of 14 August 1944 concerning storage of toxic gas in the forward area. 

CINCPAC ADV 251516 outlines influence of heavy work loads in continental 
shipyards in performance of repairs in the forward areas. 

COMINCH & CNO 251520 approves continuance of six existing Marine Amphibious 
Truck Companies and authorizes activation of two battalions. 

CINCPOA PEARL 260327 requests ComMarianas to initiate base development at 
TINIAN for handling 150 single-engine Any aircraft per month. 

CINCPOA ADV 260351 (pink) disapproves movement of 508th Fighter Group from 
OAHU to IWO. 

CINCPOA ADV 260352 denies CTF 38's request for all VF complements in CVLs. 
CINCPAC ADV 260435 (pink) approves retention of 5th PhibCorps Headquarters 

at MAUI. 


C0M3RDFLT 261245 (pink) constitutes proposed interdiction plan for operations 
early in July. 


27 June (Guam date) 

On KUME our forces continue to sweep across the island against no opposition. 
30 civilians have been taken into custody. They report that most of the civilians 
fled to the hills at our landing and that approximately 40 Jap sailors are on the 
island. 

On OKINAWA the bodies of Gen. Ushijima and Gen. Cho, who had committed Hari- 
Kari, have been found. 

Casualties as of 2400 26 June: Enery: Garbled. Own: KIA 17, WIA 62, LHA 1; 
total - 80. 

The submarine sighted and attacked on the 26th was again picked up by a plane 
from the MARIANAS. The sub was attacked as it submerged. Photographs show a slick 
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27 June (Guam date)(Cont»d) 


with 2 torpedoes or midget submarines. A few pieces of splintered wood were seen 
in the slick and the torpedoes or midgets sank. This submarine was believed to be 
damaged. Another contact was reported by a DE, but contact was lost to the SE at 
13N 157E. Extensive anti-submarine operations are continuing. A CVE and EE ASM 
Group is in the vicinity. Other DEs are patrolling. Barrier search continues, and 
other planes are covering the shipping lanes. 

On the night of 25/26th 2 OCL and 4 DD of TF 92 on sweep inside the KURIIE 
CHAIN encountered an enemy convoy southeast of PARAMUSHIRU and sank 1 AK (2000-ton), 
1 SC and 1 large tug. One smaller vessel was probably sunk and another small vessel 
damaged. 

FAW 1 planes, off western KYUSHU, probably sank 1 SD, and damaged 4 small 
ships on the 26th; on the 27th 1 2300-ton AK was probably sunk off S!7 KOREA, and 1 
SC was sunk. 1 Privateer was shot down by AA from a DD off S’.! KOREA. This is the 3rd 
Privateer lost in 2 days. Search for the other 2 N of SHANGHAI found some debris 
but no positive information about the missing planes. A FBJ in SUO 1IADA on the 27th 
scored 2 rocket hits on a 350 foot ship, with damage undetermined. FAW 18 planes E 
of CHIBU sank 1 200-ton trawler and damaged 1 SD. Since 23 April, when CTF 94 took 
control of MARIANAS based search planes, they have destroyed about 36,000 tons of 
enemy shipping and 17 enemy aircraft. 

TAF F4Us, TBMs and P-47s continued attacking MTYAKO and ISHIGAKE. CAP was 
flown all day over OKINAWA and over KUME. 1 pilot bailed out and was rescued. On 
ISHIGAKE on the 27th 1 operational Betty was destroyed in a revetment, and 5 boats 
were exploded. At KAKERONA 51 VFB burned 1 SB, fired 1 SC, damaged 2 SC and damaged 


1 barge. 


CQJ.I3RDFLT 261225 (pink) constitutes OpPlan 9-45 for attack on Japanese forces 
in the Empire. 

CINCPOA ADV 262310 (pink) outlines troop requirements OKINAWA and IE SHEIA 
including redeployed units which have been accepted for these bases. 

COMGEN TEN 270428 recommends reduction of ammunition storage at OKINAWA to 
20-day level. 

CINCPAC ADV 270436 in reply to COMGENAAFPOA 250227 reaffirms existing policy 
on storage of chemical ordnance. 

C0M3RDFLT 270751 (nink) recommends withdrawal of CTF 31 from KYUKYUS and 
assumption of full responsibility for defense by ComGen 10 on 1 July. 
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28 June (Guam date) 

On the 28th, AMT ARES (AKS 3) was attacked by possibly two submarines# 

SPROSTON (DD 577) proceeded to the scene and made several attacks on sonar and sight 
contacts. 2 periscopes were seen, 1 of a fleet sub, the other of a midget. Midget 
sub was attacked by gunfire and disappeared. Several large oil slicks were seen, but 
again no debris. Night of the 28th, shortly before midnight, a merchant vessel re¬ 
ported seeing a submarine. 5 hours later another merchant ship reported a submarine 
but gives no details. These contacts considered sufficiently good to justify start¬ 
ing A SW operations. Another contact was made 300 miles east of LEYTE. 

SKATE (SS 305) reports seeing 2 ships early on the 13th in LA REROUSE STRAITS. 
One was approached within 1100 yards; no lights were seen, and she was torpedoed and 
sunk. The other, seen shortly thereafter on a southwesterly course was recognized 
from 8,000 yards as a Soviet vessel. One of these may have been the Soviet ship 
TRAIiSBALT which was sunk on the 13 th near the position of these sightings. 

TUNNEY (SS 282) reports that the B0NEFISH (SS 223) when last contacted on 
18 June, had sunk to that date 1 large transport and 1 medium AK. She was then 
given permission to enter TOYAMA. WAN, and has not since been heard from. 

SKATE (SS 305) reports her results for the patrol as 1 Y—Class submarine sunk, 
1 medium and 3 small ships sunk, and 1 medium ship damaged. 

494 B-29s made incendiary attacks on the 28/29th against OKAYAMA, SASEBO, M0JI 
and N0BE0KA. 

1 Pete was shot down by night CAP at OKINAWA in the only action reported on 
the 27/28th. MIYAK0 intruders hit the KIRARA area and started one large fire in the 
revetment area. ISHIGAKI airfield was hit by Avengers and Corsairs. Vfan airfield, 
KIKAI, was hit by fighter bombers leaving several fires. 

In attacks against enemy shipping. Thunderbolts from OKINAWA sank 2 luggers 
off ISHIGAKI and hit other small ships around AMAMI, destroying 1 SC* Attacks were 
made against 10 ships on the NE shore of OLGEATEROMA, and 1 SB was reported as explod¬ 
ing. 2 other SB were damaged. 

FAW 1 planes sank 1 SD, 1 stack-aft and 2 small tankers, and damaged 4 other 
small ships. FAW 1 planes also laid several mines off SW tip of KOREA. On the 28th 
FAW 1 planes bombed and strafed 1 SD which had been beached on the west coast of 
KOREA. 1 plane sank 2 luggers, 1 unidentified ship, 1 small fishing vessel SE of 
KYUSHU. 3 hits exploded a 4-masted schooner off the W coast of KOREA. 

CINCPAC ADV 281347 (pink) requests Com3rdFlt to designate a commander to 
exercise control of TF 32, TF 39, TG 30.5 and TU 30.9*5 during periods when Com3rdFlt 
is in radio silence. 

CINCPOA ADV 281348 (sink) directs ComGen 10 to assume full responsibility for 
defense of OKINAWA on 1 July. 

CIMCAFPAC 281355 (pink) outlines War Department proposal to load 3 Liberty 
ships for delivery at FORT BAYARD about 15 August, and 2 additional ships 20 days 
later and further requests comment on possibility of nroviding air cover presumably 
by CVE. 


















29 June (Guam date) 





Q Submarine contact between GUAM and ENIWETOK was confirmed by plane sightings 

of an oil slick which appeared to be moving slowly. ASW unit is still on the scene. 
Last night about midnight, the same merchant ship that had reported sighting a sub¬ 
marine 250 miles west, reported a torpedo wake passing her at 1211 154-23 E. A DE 
reported a sound contact 50 miles NE of ULITTII, and ASW operations were instituted 
here. North of OKINAWA a subniarine was sighted on the surface by a DD. The sub 
submerged and subsequent searches were negative. 

Much small activity is reported north of OKINAWA. Sub also sighted. Marine 
Air Warning outpost illuminated 3 objects on surface closing point, which disappeared 
when taken under fire. Investigation of this activity continuing. 

Two more submarines from the JAPAN SEA Group have reported. Total damage 
to date: 30 ships and 16 miscellaneous craft sunk. 



25 B-29s in three groups laid mines in West SHIMONOSEKI STRAITS, MAIZURU and 
SAKATA on the 29th. 34 B-29s struck an oil refinery at KUDAMATSU, reporting fair 

to excellent results. 


On the 29th the tactical air force carried out raids on LHYAKO, AMAMI SHIMA, 
and other islands in the RYUKYUS Chain. Six Corsairs were lost duimg the day. 1 
pilot was recovered. In a raid against NOBURA airfield on IIEYAKO 10 Corsairs were 
armed with VT fuzed bombs. Three planes were lost due to the explosion of their own 
bombs and a fourth was lost from the explosion of Ms wingman’s bombs. 



FAW 18 sank 1 SD along the coast of JAPAN, and had 1 plane shot down in 
KATSUURA HARBOR. No survivors were observed. FAW 1 sank 1 fisMng boat, 1 aircraft 
was reported overdue from daily searches. 


COMINCH & CNO 272.122 directs maintenance of a token garrison at QUOIN HILL 
temoorarily in addition to BAUER FIELD. 



COMINCH & CNO 281306 amends Cominch & CNO r/7 of December 1943 concerning 
abandonment of airfields to include abandonment of seaplane bases. 

COMINCH & CNO 281309 directs the token garrison be maintained at TONGATABU 
but that no token garrison be established at JUA AMOTU pending further instructions. 

CINCPAC ADV 290138 directs that CTF 94 assume responsibility for escort of 
all shipping between the MARIANAS and the RYUKYUS beginning 1 July. 

COMAIRPAC 290242 recommends that facilities for 1 replacement CVG be estab¬ 
lished at ROI. 




CINCPAC ADV 290331 grants ComSoPac authority to discontinue all air, sea and 
ground defense missions. 

C0MG3JAAFP0A 290505 requests statement from CINCPAC concerning feasibility of 
moving ATC from Naha to Yonabaru. 

C0!!GEN TEN 290725 (pink) recommends early conference coneming ammunition 
and bomb supply storage on OKINAWA. 


C0L57THFLT 290754 (pink) comments on feasibility of convoying ships to FORT 


BAYARD. 


CTNCP0A ADV 290838 (pink) outlines to Cominch proposal for 0?I services 


for OLYMPIC. 
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30 June (Guam date) 


Tills morning a plane on anti-shipping sweep on the CHINA Coast reported 1 
CA, 1 DD and 5 merchantmen anchored in HANGCHOU'/. At noon, another plane reported 1 
DD, 2 smaller escorts and 6 merchantmen including 3 tankers. Attacks were launched 
from OKINAWA. 

CHINA reports a large concentration of junks at AMOY in connection with the 
Jap Array evacuation. 



3 merchantmen report sitting submarines or periscopes - 1 west of U T.T THT, 1 
between MANUS and UUTHI, and 1 SE of the MARIANAS. An AK reports a possible periscope 
E of ENIWETOK* A transport pilot made a doubtful sighting of a submarine between GUAM 
and ENIWETOK. 1 of TG 96.9 also reported a contact at 12-30 N 157-37 E, but this was 
lost. TG is now sweeping back and forth along the shipping lanes. At 0600 the morn¬ 
ing of the 1st a barrier patrol plane reported a periscope at 15 N 158 E. 

3 small enemy air raids on OKINAWA were reported between 0030 and 0300. No 
damage was inflicted, and 1 Pete was splashed by night VF. The Tactical Air Force 
struck AMAMI and SAKISHIMA. TAF splashed 1 Jake on the 20th for its 600th kill. One 
group of Thunderbolts strafed, bombed and rocketed KUSHIRA and KANOYA in south KYUSHU. 


5 small surface ships were sunk by FAW 1 planes in the YELLOW SEA and 1 on 
the 30th by TAF off the west coast of KYUSHU. 6 other small vessels were damaged 
by FAW 1. 


Enemy aircraft destroyed in POA since IS March:- 18 March to 30 April - 3227. 

O l May to date: TF 38 401, TF 31 419, TF 37 31, TF 93 130, TG 30.5 23, 20th AAF 230, 

TF 94 12, TG 99.2 468; Total - 1,714. 


CO’INCH 292140 outlines procedure for establishing monthly priority list for 
personnel movement to the Pacific Theater. 



Q 


CINCPOA ADV 300304 proposes to CINCAFPAC to assign all air sea rescue services 
in the RYUKYUS to a single agency under Fleet Air Wing ONE. 

CINCPAC ADV 300513 (pink) designates ComRYUKYUS the single agency responsible 
for coordination of ammunition supply for all forces in the RYUKYUS. 

CINCPAC ADV 300601 (pink) constitutes Warning Order for Operation OLYMPIC. 

CINCPOA .ADV 300608 informs ComGenAAFPOA that naval aviation requirements at 
Yonabaru preclude ATC operations there. 

CINCPAC ADV 300617 (pink) directs that Hdqtrs 5thFhibCorps remain at MAUI* 

CINCPAC .ADV 300618 outlines proposed procedure for visit of important civil¬ 
ians. 

CINCPAC ADV 300732 inforais CinCBPF that only limited air stores can be made 
available to meet BFF shortages. 


CINCBPF 300735 (pink) proposes possible missions for British force of 1 CV, 
3 CVLs and appropriate escorting units. 


CINCPOA ADV 300811 (pink) summarises Com3rdFlt OpOrds 3-45, 6-45 and 9-45 
for CINCSi/PA. 
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19 1330 G3 lOTHilRMY TO CTF 51 INFO CCM5THFLT. CINCPCA ADV I. . 

l.A. Early this afternoon, front lines of the 4th Karines were advancing 
and the VI ID BIT following mopping up rear areas. 29th Llarines are attacldng 
NW to seize the iigh ground and re vent enerays further withdrawal in that 
direction. Para. Little enemy activity reported. 16 Japs killed this morning 
on MOTOBU PENINSULA. B. 24th Corps: Progress of attack by Corps reported as 
satisfactory. Enemy artillery classified as moderate. Lines pinned dam at 
points along the front by MGs and mortar fire from well concealed, covered 
strong points. Para. Enemy fired 4 spi it mortar rounds in 381st Inf area. 
Vicious closed in fighting reported in 184th Inf area. Para. Japs delivered 
counterattack against area CCND Inf, undetermined size. Para. Shortly after 
noon 27th Inf supported by tanks were in the village of ICAKAXU. Para. Large 
fires in YANA BAUD, few buildings western part of town still standing. Para. 
Tam of UJA has many fires raging. Para. Piter director unit MAW is setting 
up on KEDO 13SAKI with 2 search stations operating. Para. IE SHIMA no re¬ 
ports. Para. 10th Army CP opened ashore. Para. 131200-TA3637 closed EDLCRAJX) 
181159. 


20 0550 CTF 51 to C0K5TIIFLT INFO Cl 'C. -C BOTH. 5TnPLT . 


o 


o 




Summary No. 39 as of 201200, Ships gunfire continued to support ground 
troops. During the night 19-20 3 CA 1 CL 5 DD assigned 3rdFhibCorps and 
77th Div while 1 0BB 2 DD fired in support of 24th Corps from the E and 3 
0BB and 1 DD fired from the lest. Fire missions conducted during the night 
were illumination harrassing fire missions and interdiction types. 51»19 
report from NAKAGUSUKU WAN as of 1800 19th that eastern beaches and shore¬ 
lines vrere well neutralized as result of yesterday's bombardment. 5 heavy 
ships and 3 DD operated in Y0N.U3ARU WAN Zest of Long 127-50 as far as navi¬ 
gation permitted and drew no enemy fire. LCI 764 destroyed 3 mines on reef 
near CHINEH POINT and destroyed 3 beached boats. From 51«15 at KERAHA RSTT0 
cones word that repairs on southern net handicapped by "weather and that 
unloading of ammunition ships proceeded very slowly yesterday due adverse 
weather conditions. 51.21 at IS SHIMA as of 1300 19th reported unloading 
was resumed at daylight and beach conditions continued to improve throughout 
the day. Removal of cargo from beach and dump areas hampered by rifle fire 
and mined roads. 3 LST and 2 ISM were beached within LAGOON A T RED T4. 

Intend to install 3 pontoon causeways at end of harbor as ~>ier for small 
craft and to increase landing for total 4 1ST and 6 LSK. At 1418 an LST 
not identified was taken under enemy artillery fire appearing to come from 
SESOKO TA 9424. No damage. TUSCALOOSA neutralized suspected area. First at¬ 
tempt to tow off TGLN.J! previously reported grounded at high tide .yesterday 
was unsuccessful. Attempting ag in today, 411 double bottom tanks forward of 
machinery spaces are xunctured and flooded. Blowing flooded tanks. Revised 
MOBILE casualty figures are 5 KIA 17 ZHA. Routine mine sweeping was conducted 
in area Ql channel and transport area with negative results. GREGORY STERETT 
RALL de ">arted for rear areas 19tli. During bogey raid this morning at 0429 1 
small bomb dropped 150 yards off starboard quarter of BAUER. No damage or 
casualties. BREEZE southern patrol KERAMA reports torpedo fired at her 
evening 13th. REVENGE on station P15 13 miles east of BOLD opened fire 
visually at 0205 on 3 low flying twin engine bombers apparently Irvings 
‘which massed over hex' bow. Reputed 2 crasned in water. - o flames or ex¬ 
plosion observed. Para. Naval air arm eng' ed in direct support troops. 

Strike missions furnished by fast carriers of TF 53 and CVEs 01 CG 52.1. 
PETROF BAY CAP planes on return to base strafed KUKE CHINA at 1010. Fires 
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20 0550 CTF 51 SUID.IAR7 X. 79 - CONTINUED . 


o 

o 


were started. No eneny aircraft sighted. Search flights were made by PBMs. 
At 0255 2 DEs were sighted 31-25N 123-20E. Routine ASP was flown by PBMs. 
On 19th an oil slick with continuous bubbling fresh oil 2 miles Long 150 
yards vd.de sighted 27-0711 127014 E. Sonar buoy pattern negative. DITTER 
send to aid investigation. 2 PEM were damaged in takeoff KERAMA morning 
19th due to swell. Enemy air was active from 0425 to 0610 when sm all group 
of planes approached from the north and returned to north. There were no 
interce vtions and no damage to our forces. End of summary. 



20 10 45 CG10 TO CTF51 Info CINCPOA BOTH. C0M5THFLT . 

Ops Sura 57 as of 20/1000. 3rdiliibCorps continues omerations to eliminate re¬ 
maining enemy northern OKINAWA and MGT0BU 31NINSULA. 1st HarDiv reconnoiters 
islands guarding CHUIU AIT. Patrols working no id hand south rugges IT;/' coast 
OKINAWA met late yesterday near ANA TA 4032 completing coverage northern 
part island aroper. Corps losses period 130001 to 132400 EIA 1 TLA 0 HA 0 
NBC 6 Fi7 same >eriod 2 no report enemy dead. 24th Corps sector quiet last 
night received scattered artillery fire. Result of yesterdays attack lines 
advanced southern front generally 1000 yards and secured. Penetration of 
1400 yards on left flank. Lines reported this morning 7S78K 77770 7976® 
8076K 3176CI 3276F 8376m! 837 5.T S473MS 3574UV 8673B. Casualties period 
180001 to 132/(00 HA 4 -IA 80 MIA 2 NBC 95. Enemy dead not reported. 26 of 
our tanks were destroyed in yesterdays action. 77th Div continues drive today 
to seize south and eastern section IE SHI A and capture,IE GUSUGU YAMA. 
Yesterday Div encountered stubborn resistance from isolated positions. Enemy 
strength on IE SHEIA estimated 900 to 1100 exclusive of Present casualties 
composed of 50th Special Inf Bn TAMA I 665 O. Plan to unload 77th Div over 
TIAGUCHI beaches upon completion of IE bill' A o aeration. Enery casualties leriod 
171600 to 131600 Id A 207 F>1 4 total 'leriod ending 131600 KEA 736. 77th Div 
casualties eriod ending 171600 KIA 21 7/IA 149 HA 0 NBC 16. Para. Supply 
situation 10th Army satisfactory strong ST winds and heavy rain yesterday 
slaved dovm discharge of cargo. Weather clear today. 





20 1210 CTF 51 to C0M5i.- ;,y ,T IHo 3A J . BOTH N , 5'.: .’ ■ . 

Summary No. Z|0 as of 201800. Naval gunfire support was furnished throughout 
the day by 1 CA and 4 DD in the zone of the 3rdPhibCorps and 77th Div on 
IE SHI A. 6 OBB 1 CA 2 CL 4 DD worked for the 2ii?h Corps from the west and 
1 OBB 1 CA 1 CL 4 DD reinforced from the east. 1 OBB 1 CA 1 CL 3 DD replen¬ 
ished ammunition. HUTCHINS in direct support of the 32nd Inf obtained many 
hits in numerous caves and destroyed gun position during todays firing. 
COLORADO had a fire aboard between handling roams 1 and 2 at 1030 caused by 
an explosion of 16 inch powder charge while loading ammunition KERAMA. 

8 main battery magazines were flooded. Loading continued aft and ^reparations 
made to remove aowder forward. Ship sustain d no damage to installations 
or equipment beyond capacity of shi is force to repair. Late report from 
TOL’I'lM as of 1715 indicates ship still fast and mounding badly. Departures 
for the da;/ - included Cor.iBatDiv 3 in IDAHO Co .PhibGrp 1 in ESTES I ART TTCALF 
ILLI.U'.sON JTCARILLA departed 1300 for GUI and BILOXI 30 ALAND BEY ANT STANLEY 
CROSLEY TISDALE departed for UITTHI. Para. Naval air activities consisted of 
strikes in support of troops by fast carriers of TF 5$ and 6VSs of TG 52.1. 
Search fli hts were made by N3Ms with sighting of 1 DE at 1335 on course 270 
speed 15 33-30H 135-30B. Routine ASF was flown by PBMs. Eneny air activity 
was limited to 1 high flying plane approaching to within SO miles of OKINAWA 

2717 


- Continued - 












n 

A 


20 L 2 io ctf 51 suml'jct no. m - xntijued . 

fron the v;est at 1330. No interception and no damage. Tonight 9 snail raids 
approached. Torpedoes dropped at pickets apparently without result. Para. 
Weather light scattered to broken clouds. Wind northerly 20 to 25 knots. 
Visibility 5 to 10 miles. 77th Div not employed at 1.7 SHOJA landing HAGDSHI 
End of Summary, 
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21 1000/1 COMGEN 10THAHMY to CTF 51 info CINCPOA BOTH HQ. C0M5THFLT 


Operations summary number 59 situation as of 21 SLFSH 10001. Ill 
Phib Corps. 4th RCT and 5th RCT of the 6th Mar Div yesterday 
reduced the enemy pocket previously reported and advanced to the 
northern shore of MOYOBU PENINSULA. Light infiltration on 6th 
Mar Div rear areas during night. Plan for today mopping up. 
Marine amph rin Bn patrols returned from reconnaissance of SESOKO 
SHIMA (9423) and YAGACHI SHIMA (1026) during early hours today. 
Preliminary report islands lightly held. 24th Corps. Reported 
quiet last night only sporadic artillery and mortar with minor 
endeavors to infiltrate except in 7th Div zone where infiltration 
was heavy and being mopped up today. Corps continued attack this 
morning at 0630. 77th Div. Enemy continued to offer strong re¬ 
sistance from PINNACLE and town at TA 87326 has secured island 
except PINNACLE and town which is being worked over today. Air¬ 
fields Kadena 5 and Yontan 6 were subjected to 4 air attacks du¬ 
ring night. AAA reports 2 enemy planes probably destroyed. 1 
AAA S/L was damaged. At 2050 unknown number of enemy bombs fell 
in the TAF area. Drake field was strafed damaging 2 hellcats, 1 
off £21 KIA 3 OFF 12 EH T ,7IA. Between 210330 and 210530 enemy 
shelled Ruby field with 15 rounds destroyed 1 Corsair and damaged 
another. Drake field was also shelled during same hours with 11- 
15 shells. No reported damage. Minna Shima was shelled at 200755 
with 20 to 40 rounds HE and VTA. KIA 14 N ’7IA damaged 1 howitzer 
and 5 vehicles. Source of fire is being investigated. 


21 1630 CG 10TH ARMY to CTF 51 info CINCPOA BOTH HC, C0K5THFLT 

Operations summary number 60 situation as of 21/1600 l(-9). 77 

Inf Div. At 1025 I today the American Flag was raised on IEGUSUGU 
YAMA, the pinnacle which has been the center of resistance on IE 
SHIMA. It was estimated that 200 to 300 Japs remained in caves on 
this pinnacle at that time, some of the caves 3 stories deep. The 
77 Div expected to have all resistance cleaned out today. CG 77 
Div described the fighting as the bitterest he has ever witnessed. 

9 Com APO Geo 45, has been directed to commence Base Development 
3rd Phib Corps. All organized resistance on MOTOBU PENINSULA has 
ceased. No major changes in position since previous report. 29th 
and 4th RCTS of 6th MarDiv remain on Northern shore of MOTOBU 
(0928 to 9631) which position was reached last night. Latest report 
active patrolling today has produced no enemy contacts. Total 3rd 
Phib Corps casualties to 2400 19 April KIA 266 TTA 1125, MIA 4, NBC 
1043, total 2438. Enemy KIA 2591, POT 244, Civilians in area 67305. 
24th Corps. Bitter fighting continued with only small gains reported. 
Hill 178 in front of 7th Div continues to be a major obstacle, crags 
and small hills blocking the approach to hill 178 have changed hands 
several times. At r.TUUQO a 2nd enemy counterattack was repulsed in 
zone of 3rd Bn 23831, 96th Div, 150 Japs werekilled. It is estimated 
Corps now has2to 3 u/f and with present unloading rated should be 
able to maintain this level. 
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22 0530 CTF 51 to CC’dTKPLT IMFO CE’CFAC DOTH. 5TKFLT . 

Summary 43 as of 221200. Fire support throughout the night was furnished 
24th Corps by 1 CA 2 CL 4 DD from the 3 and from the <{ by 5 0B3 1 CA 3 dd. 
Of these shi )s 2 DD 1 0B3 and 1 CA were in general support in addition to 
direct support assignment. 1 DD was in support of 3rdFhibCorps. Night fire 
missions consisted mainly of harrassing and illumination. 1 OBB 1 CL 3 DD 
are replenishing ammunition. CRGlfTER reports Kate or Jill attacked ?n ?1 ? 
with torpedo in screening station A33A. Torpedo missed. Flane hit possibly 
splashed. During air raid last night R 77 SUES3NS in screening station A33 
reported hostile plane dropping window about 2042. 2047 torpedo was drop¬ 
ped 500 yards on port beam from altitude of 25 feet. SUESE1TS maneuvered 


radically evading torpedo. Flane was taken under fire and reported hit 
in fuselage. CR0UT3R in station A3S was under air attack at 2200 on 2nd 
run plane drooped torpedo at 800 yards which missed, plane taken under 
fire and hit probably destroyed. IIALLDRAN in area B7-8 SW of KERAMA RETT0 
took bogey under fire about 2130. Torpedo dropped but missed. BRG/N in HF4 
SADSV/ORTIi in HI 3 10 and CG7/ELL in UP 1 were under hostile attack by single 
planes about same time and PUTNAM by 3 planes. PUTNAM splashed 1 and BRC'.II 
AND HJTNAM 1 between thera. No damage to ships. LCS 31 splashed 1 Val 2255. 
TOMAN previously reported aground is still fast on reef flooded doi.n hard 
to prevent pounding. Salvage operations continue exoect to attempt to re¬ 
float on 24th. Minesweeping of channel and transport areas and area Q1 
around TA 9533 and 9279 were completed. LCS 34 reports sinking floating 
object possible mine on RP sta 10 at 1900 21st. Casualties to LCS 51 dam¬ 
aged l6th now reported as 2 771 A. UDT 16 lias completed reconnaissance of 
TA 9725 MOTOBU area finding excellent well protected harbor for small craft 
deep channel approach capable of docking 2 LSTs at a tine. It is planned 
to establish boat pool this harbor. Repairs to NW net KERALA, now completed. 
FORREST yesterday recovered body from sea identified by clothing marks as 
C 77 HIILUPS but ship unknown. Buried at sea 26-36 N 127-31 E. Para. 

Planes from CVSs of TG 52.1 fast carriers of TF 53 and shore based air of 
TG 99*2 gave direct support to ground troops. IMJFE SHEA was strafed by 4 
fighters at 1130. No activity noted. Search flights 'were made by PBMs from 
KERAMA. At 0135 2 DD were sighted at 31-26N 124-09 E course 000 speed 15. 

ASP was conducted by PBMs. TULAGI on antisub sweep of shipping lanes to SE. 

No contacts. Destroyed 2 mines 23-38 and 130-17. Hostile air attacks occurred 
between 1940 and 2305 and from 0040 to 0250 with planes approaching from N 
and V! in numerous auall groups. Results above plus F6FN night fighter 
shot down 1 unidentified olane 90 miles from 0KIMA7<A. Plane losses occurred 
at 0710 when 1 FM from MARCUS IE LAID Collided with FM from SARGENT BAY. 

Both planes crashed burned. Pilots presumed lost. Rescue of pilot reported 
downed near SAKISHEA previous summary was made by sub prior to arrival of 
Dumbo. MAW Sqdn now established on I! tip of OKEA’.A are controlling part 
of CAP. Entire shore based radar reporting unit is now tied by a force 
flagship CIC. Strip for observation aircraft now established on EL SHEA 
in TA 85340. End of Summary. 


221239 ccmgit m to ctf 51 info cmicpoa 3qth. cqm5ti;flt . 

Operations summary 61 as of 221200. 3rd?hibCorps. uiet night. 6thMarDiv 
reconnoitered SESOKO SHE'.T. 9423 no eneiny encountered. Marines moved 1 Bn 


by motor to ASA 0119 embarked 23 April for attack on SESOKO. Remainder 29th 
moved to TOGUCHI 9725. othMarDiv today reconnoiters YAGACHI SHEA. Some 
enemy sniping during night units near base of 10T03U PENINSULA no further 
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details. Patrols eliminating remnants of 150 enemy UDO force 0913-1013. 
Switchboard in 3800G attacked last night strength unknown our casualties 
ICLA 3 •/IA 1 in Yand by 0130. Bomb dropped near 6thliarDiv CP during night 
no casualties. Elements 1st MarDiv todayoccupied TAKE BAIIARE from which 
base patrols hSANKA—HAMAHIKA—IKE SHEA,. 24th Corns front lines as of 220700 
7 Div 3376QW S375SJ 3375HNT 8375SX 3374DE 3474™® 8574A(aiRS T 6 Div 8176GSQ 
3276RVWXT 27 Div 7776 ABHI G 7876KQRSTS. Enemy defensive position consists 
of mutually supporting concrete and earthem pillboxes and dugouts inter¬ 
laced trenches. Japs throw grenades and satchel charges when our troops at¬ 
tack. DD fire house XFi 1 ACJII June Bug QQ. Intennittent arty fire during night 
most sectors 106-165 CPs extensive shelling between 2200-2400. At 2318 187th 
Inf repulsed conterattack Corps continues attack today capture high ground 
adjust lines 27th Div cleans up KAICAXU and vicinity. At 2319 165 th received 
coutnerattack supported by FAP art;'- 27th Div arty took under fire. Wires 
out to all REXTs lOME radios out no further info. Both nontoon and bailey 
bridges in 7978 destroyed by Jap fire during night. Enemy counterattacked 
lOpth at 0615 today no further report. 24th Cores casualties ->eriod 192400 
202400 m 97 41A 745 MIA 92 1IBC 123 Corps casualties to date KIA 317 .VIA 
4483 MIA 217 NBC 2542 total casualties to 202400 5527. Strength of command 
202400 7th Div 13857 96th Div 12540 27th Div 14240 Corps T»s 16573. Jap 
casualties 24th Corps KI.. 11738 PW 27 civilian 29342. IsCom dumps now con¬ 
tain approximately 10 days rations for units ashore. All routes in area 
being widened and surfaced provide 2 way all weather roads progressing 
satisfactory. DRAKE Field hit by 3 Bonys at 212005 1 plane dana ged 1 
officer 3 enlisted men slightly wounded again hit 210245 no damage reported. 
At 0300 MAG fighter reported splash 1 Betty N of OKINAS.A. 

22 1315 CMP 51 to CCI..5TEMLT Info CIMCPAC BOTH. STHFLT . 

Summary 44 as of 221300. Surface activities for the day included naval gun¬ 
fire support to 3rdPhibCorps by 1 DD 24th Corps from the E by 1 CA 2 CL 4 DD 
and from the W by 2 CA 3 DD. ST LC'UIS re orts good effect on caves trenches 
and emplacements with 9 inch .gunfire. HALLQRAN reports that for the past 2 
nights bogies have dropped float flares 17 of KERALA. The following types 
departed for SAIPAN today: 5 AFA 1 AFH 5 AKA 2 XAP 3 XAK 2 DD 2 DE 2 AFD. 
Para. Naval air activity consisted of direct air support to troops by fast 
carriers of TF 53 and CVEs of TG 52.1. TG 52.1 again struck SAKE SHU [A GUNTO 
today. Results of strike on ISHIC-AKI by TU 52.1.3 on 21 April show runways 
dis ^ersal .areas buildings and gun emplacements hit. Night hecklers si.ghted 
Zekes airborne. Later burned 1 on ground. Routine search flights and ASP 
was flown by PE Is. 2 4 TBMs of VMTB 232 landed at Kadena Field 14-30 and 1600 
4 F5 -.lanes landed at Y0MTAN Field belonging to TG 99.2. Our plane losses 
were:*1 Y0EKT0MN TBM crash landed in water off western OKINAWA at 1220. 

Eheny air attacks from 1740 to 1950 22 April. Estimate 30 planes in 11 raids 
approached OKINAWA. Early raids caiae from N latter ones from W. 35 planes 
estimated shot dcsvn by CAP, 10 y ships crediting SEUSENS 2 -'ll 

DENSITY jointly 2 Vais ' 7ADS 'ORTH 1 Val HUDSON 1 SHAY 1 WICKES 2 SEDA ISTR0M 1 
Betty. Shins hit by suiciders: ISHZHWC0D in screen liad fire and extinguished 
it. 1 depth charge exploded. 20 .LIA. Proceeded under own >ower to KERAMA. 

Si- lLLO; capsized and sinldng. LCS in RPS 14 unreported da’uage. ROOKS 15 mi. 

.. KAGUSHI beaches reported bomb laisses her area -•-ADS- ORTH near miss. CAP re¬ 
ported Vais jettisoned fixed landing gear then attacked by our fighters. To¬ 
tal enemy destroyed 49. Mo further details at this time. Para. Weather 
Jartly cloudy with visibility 10 miles. Temperature average 72 degrees. 

Wind NE to SE 10 knots. Slight sea. 
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22 1709 CG TEN to CTF 51 info Gi::C?OA BOTH. 0GH5THFLT . 

Ops Sum 62 as of 221700. Japs opposing 24th Corps are resisting with deadly 
tenacity assaults of she cor ps. Enemy xjsitions >rotected every conceivable 
approach deeply entrenched ..ith numerous pillboxes and caves. Activity today 
mainly devoted to combat patrolling with attempts to ~>robe pillboxes mopping 
up real' areas from infiltrations last night and early this morning together 
with readjusting Div lines. Para. In the 7th Div ZA early this afternoon 
an assault of ROCKY EAK by a double envelopment of 2 companies was repulsed 
by terrific enemy fire of all types. Arty fire by heavy tanks ineffective. 
Troops were reorganized and a concerted effort launched utilizing Inf, 2 
Plats medium tanks and flame throwers supported by 155ram Hovdtzers from 00- 
sitions only o00 yards to the rear. Resistance continues heavy and determined 
No further report of progress this phase available. Para. Caves in 7th Div 
zone have been explored found to contain bodies of many Japs. 1 cave con¬ 
tained 100 another 200 another 50. Apparently majority killed by arty fire 
and placed in caves instead of burying. Para. Troops cleaning up KAKAZU 
area reported advancing slowly early this afternoon against rifle mortar 
fire. KAKAZU RIDGE -which had been fought over bitterly for 2 weeks still 
occupied by number of deeply dug in Japs. 27th Div is working on TIE. Jap 
occupation of ridge gives snail saleint and observation into our lines. 

Para. 3rdPhibCorps at 1420 6thMarDiv reported 1st Bn 22nd Uarined had killed 
6 Japs and sighted main body of enemy force estimated 150 vicinity 1417 enemy 
withdrawing '7 1st Bn is in pursuit. Para. Landing operations against SZS0K0 
Sill! V. commenced at 1200 with landing of Armd RCN Bn and 1st ARkD J7TRAC BN. 

At 1340 our forces were half way across the island. 6th MarDiv plans landing 
operation on K0URI SHIMA on 230600. Para. CTF 51 has requested permanent 
port organization assume control all unloading at OKIE A. .‘A except those on 
HAGUCHI beaches and IB SHE.IA MAG0 .7AN areas. Para. Fair weather and good 
unloading conditions expected until 24 April with winds slowly shifting to 
NE. Para. Assault shipping 77th Div is 22% unloaded. Para. IE SHIMA was 
declared secure at 211025 with only mopping up to do and completing Phase 2. 

23 0750 CTF 51 to C0M5TNFLT IIIFC CINC. AC BOTH. 5THFLT . 

Summary 45 as of 231200. Demands for naval gunfire support have decreased 
since completion of Phase 2 operation. CG 3rdPhibCorps states no further 
need for naval gunfire support and expressed appreciation for excellent 
work of fire support ships. Fire su 'port to 24th Corps yesterday was fur¬ 
nished by cruisers and destroyers only. From the S direct support was 
had by 1 CA 2 CL 3 DD and from the '.7 by 3 CA 1 CL 4 DD with 1 CA 1 DD har- 
rassing and illuminating southern OKHIA A airfields and boatpens. Results 
of yesterdays gunfire indicate direct hits on AA emplacements various 
dumps trenches blockhouses and caves effectively covered by fire. To 
prepare against probable air attacks in force yesterday evening no cover¬ 
ing force wras deployed. .All OBBs were anchored in smoke cover and cover¬ 
ing force screen assigned to inner screen transport area. Amplifying in¬ 
formation on last nights air raid shows the following: ISHERkOOD previously 
reported as hit by suicider now reports that after engine room machine 
shop port shaft a ley flooded. Chip proceeded to I 1RA1IA under own newer. 

HALLO 1 RAN and D.IISITY rescued 4 survivors. Preliminary casualty report 30 
ICIA 25 -IA 13 MAI. LCS previously reported hit by suicider now identified 
as CS 15 and sank in 3 minutes. LCS 37 did excellent job rescuing 25 by 
line and ladder including 5 badly ounded. After first aid transferred 
6 officers 50 EM including 6 seriously ‘..ounded survivors to VAN VALKU7BUATH 
and . 195. Re port is tk t IB "In . PG 3 GAIETY S ECTOR kIGLALA .>erformed 
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S2EEXK3 GTF 51 SUMMUY 45 - xm'.iljd . 

23 0750 

excellent rescue job of 105 survivors of sunken SAALLM.. including captain 
and 7 officers, only 1 re orbed MIA. Casualties and survivors transferred 
to AENIEJY and NATRONA with 1 OS 355 rendering excellent assistance. I ADS- 
Y/ORTH reports not hit but near niss by splashed plane which fell 15 feet 
on starboard beam causing 6 small holes above waterline* Shim fully opera¬ 
tional. 1 iiTIA* CE0UT3R on Sta A3o at 2048 reported sr.iall bomb dropped 300 
yards off port quarter by hostile plane. IIo damage. CC..ELL in RP 1 hit in 
jackstaff by suicide Val which missed ship and crashed. Ho damage. HUDSON 
enroute to transport area from RP 12 hit by suicide Val which glanced 
off forecastle and crashed with no damage to ship. 1 VIA. SEDERSTR0M had 
suicider crash close aboard. No damage. 1 man overboard recovered at 1929. 
SHEA in screen station 324 at 1936 received superficial damage from an 
explosion of bomb or torpedo from hostile plane crashing 25 fset off port 
beam. 2 ’-.IA, DENSITY at KARALIA had torpedo miss with no damage at 1300. 

At 2323 LCI 803 sighting raft in TA 9232 E of IS SHIM v ent alongside end 
took 6 enemy privates 1 .'CO prisoner. E SUESAMS in sta A33 sighted horned 
mine at 0744. Took under rifle fire with contact lost. LCS 14 reported 
mine caught in her anchor chain position 1 and 1/2 miles V I of HAGUSHI 
berth II132 at 092722 April. Mine disposal officer despatched and cleared 
mine at 2100, 5i.l9 reports lower entrance NAKAGUSUKU VAN cleared and large 
sections of bay also checked by sweeps. BECS7II beaches and approach from 
SKIRAIL120NE TA 9173 sounded and swept with negative results. Channels 
and transport area swept. Entrance at TA 9663 in area Q1 clear. All nega¬ 
tive. Ho change in T0LM1I previously reported grounded. STANLEY previously 
damaged lias now been repaired and has reported to GTF 51 and been assigned 
to duty in screen. Naval casualties reported by 105 ships are: 532 KIA 
1575 VIA 623 MIA total 2730. Para. Naval air operations include direct 
support by CVEs of TG 52.1 fast carriers of TF 58. Strafing attack on 
KUME SHIM hit 1 camouflaged Oscar burning it. Exploded mines on boach. 

TG 52.1 attacking SAKISIIIL1A GUHT0 on 22nd dusk strike found 24 planes 
turning up for take off on N0BARA field. Bombs rockets and strafing de¬ 
stroyed 15 plus many personnel. 5 airborne Oscars shot dam over N0BARA 
and 4 more Oscars shot down over ISHIGAKI. Search flights were made by 
PBMs. Between 2200 and 0100 sighted several enemy freighters with escort 
general area 32-00 N 133-OOS. Special search by Dumbo FBM around radar 
picket station 14 for survivors was negative. At 1030 PBM Dumbo landed at 
AKAMAHD NODASHM SAKI 10 miles S of north tip OKINAWA to bring off badly 
wounded Marine for hospitalisation. Routine ASP was flown by M3YS . Addition¬ 
al information on enemy air attack evening 22nd reveals fighter total now 
32 by TG 99.2 and 5 by fast carriers. Ships which shot dam planes not 
previously reported: CCM.YLL, LUCA, DALY. Grand total 54. 


23 1125 CTF 51 to Ca,I5THFLT Info CE1CPAC BOTH. 5TIIFLT . 

Summary 46 as of 231800. Gvmfire support was furnished to 24th Corps 
throughout the day by 1 CA 1 CL 2 DD firing frcm the and 1 0BB 1 CA 1 
CL 2 DD from the E. Genial support was provided by 2 0BB 1 CA 1 CL. 
Ammunition situation is excellent with replenishm nt continuing satis¬ 
factorily. DALY reported possible \3risc0pe vicinity of RP3 at 1400. Plane 
in sector 4 is investigating in collaboration with DALY. Correct ISHER.OOD 
casualty reoort now sham 27 KIA 25 .LEA 16 MIA and SiIALLO.i now reporting 
9 V/IA 2 MIA. ara. Vir activity for the oeriod comprised direct support 
mission: by CVEs of TG 52.1 and fast carriers of TF 53. KUHi SHE Li was 
amain investigated this afternoon by 4 flints of fi liters. No air 
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23 1125 ctf 51 sir:: .IT 46 - u. :ru p . 

activity was noted but 2 camouflaged planes in addition to those previ¬ 
ously reported and 1 boat were destroyed. Search flights and ASP were made 
by PBKs covering all sectors. ’BIVs are providing air cover to damage sub 
SEAHORSE proceeding from 29-30 N 133-33 E to GUAM. 6 FBlg privateers of 
TG 50.5 have arrived Yontan Field for duty. At 0700 an F4U of TG 99.2 
shot down 1 Val 50 miles IIS of 30L0* Our plane losses for the day are: 

1 F4U from TG 99.2 damaged was abandoned. Pilot parachuted 12 miles bear¬ 
ing 225 from ZAMPA at 1359* Rescued by ALU nil and on board within 11 minutes. 
Pilot of TG 52.1 made water landing SS of ISI-IIGAKI too late to be rescued 
by Dumbo today. Dumbo vri.ll attempt rescue daylight toraorrovf. Bulk aviation 
gas delivery from YOGLs to tanks ashore by pipeline commenced today. There 
were no hostile air attacks this afternoon. Para. V/eather overcast. Visi¬ 
bility 6 miles. ./ina E to SE o knots. Temperature average 75 degrees. Sea 
calm. Negligible swell. End of Summary. 

23 1300 CCIIGEN 10 to CTF 51 Info C0H5THFLT. CIHCFAC . 

Ops Summ 64 as of 231300. 3rdPhibCorps. Reconnaissance completed HILANZA 
SHIHA 231255 and KCURI SHUIA 231206. No energy found. Reconnaissance 
HAMAHMFA SHEA in process. 1st Bn 22nd Marines continued mopping up rem¬ 
nants UD0 force TA 1126. Other units no change. Casualties 220001 to 
222400: 1st LlarDiv KIA 1 WIA 6 MIA 0 NBC 17 total 24. 6th MarDiv ICE A 1 
NIA 14 MIA 0 NBC 43 total 53. 3rdFliibCorps troost 93 NIA 6 MIA 1 NBC 1 
total 11. 24 Corps: Reconnaissance of TSUGEH SKEMA begun 0930 no report 
results. IIo change corps front except capture crag 8474. Plan drop unfuzed 
Napalm bombs KAKAZU tomorrow followed by concentration VIP. 96 Div reoorts 
naval gunfire very effective stopping Jap counterattacks. 383 Inf no ad- 
vancinghills 8275A3G. 7th Div 1701 took crag 8474A at 1245. Casualties 
220001 to 222400 Corps troops KIA 0 V/IA 3 MIA 0 NBC 14 total 17. 7th Div 
KIA 25 71A 131 MIA 1 NBC 111 total 263. 27th Div KIA 38 V/IA 215 MIA 59 
NBC 34 total 396. 96th Div KIA 19 IA 71 IMA 3 NBC 21 total 114. Corps 
ammo 201600 in GF/UF, small arras 20155II 2.95, 155 gun 2.05, 3211 3.65. 
Casualties enemy up to 3100024 TOTAL KIA 13043 P.7 21 KERAMA KIA 538 
P.V 172. Total casualties APG 331 M0 222400 KIA 1 V/IA 31 IMA 0 NBC 81 
total 113. 

24 0630 CTF 51 to C0H5THFLT INFO CINCiAC BOTH. 5THFLT. CCRGZN 10 . 

Summary No. 47 as of 241200. Direct sumort was furnished 24th Corps during 
the night from E by 1 0BB 2 CA 4 DD from the V/ by 3 OBB 2 CA 1 CL 3 DD. 

1 CA and 2 DD were assigned duty in NAHA area. Excellent reports on effect¬ 
iveness of naval gunfire included ST 3XUIS closed 14 caves HALL destroyed 
.gun emplacement with direct hits VEST VIRIGNIA destroyed underground stor¬ 
age and radio station SALT LAKE CITY closed several caves and made many 
hits on blockhouses pillboxes and trenches BIRMINGHAM damaged camouflaged 
,gun position. Replenishment continues satisfactorily. Ammo situation good. 
Routine sweeps of channel and transport area were made and entrances to 
area Ql checked. All results negative. GLADIATOR reported bombed in sta¬ 
tion B-ll at 230050 no damage. TOLMAN material condition unchanged. Tugs 
took null at high tide but unable to refloat apparently must wait for 
spring tide.LCI 373 grounded night 22-23 on reef 8*./ II SHEiA while investi- 
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gating suspicious objects. TAi.AJ.'AIJI towed her cl ar on high tide afternoon 
23rd. No da:.age. At 0400 HI.II wade possible submarine sound contact 
bearing 322 degrees 25 miles from BGLO. Attacks were made at 0430 and 
0445 with negative results* Search continues. Search on submarine contact 
made by AARON '.7ARD at 221713 was abandoned with negative results. D T 
GRIFFIN sank floating ine by rifle fire at 0330 bearing ISO 27 miles from 
BOLO. Mine was spherical with 4 horns and in good condition. JLFFMRS de¬ 
stroyed 1 mine at 221944 position 23-47 N 126-46 E. Loading and unloading 
operations progressing smoothly on IE SHQ.IA. -HI assault shipping has been 
discharged and 50% of C-ro?ac units ashore. 5000 feet south net completed 
and 7 moorings relaid at KERAMA. Revised casualties on I3HER700D 3S KIA 
30 JIA 14 I HA. Casualties reported to date by 110 ships of TF 51 ICEA 530 
MIA 1594 MIA 627. Total 2301. Para. Direct air support of troops not fmo¬ 
nished today due to bad weather. GAP was maintained but search flights 
and anti submarine oatrols were flown by PBLIs. No in flight contacts were 
reported. 1 PBM is assisting surface search by IRAQI for possible submarine 
bearing 322 degrees 25 miles from BOLO. TU 52.1.3 is continuing strikes on 
3AKISHINA GUNT0. No enemy air contacts since last report. Tactical air 
observers commenced operations from Y0NTAN Field in TK s of TG 99.2 re¬ 
lieving TBMs of TG 52.1. Pilot TU 52.1.3 reported in water last night SE 
of ISHXKAI7A too late for Dumbo rescue was recovered Dumbo PBM at 0750 
today. Fara. leather overcast with clouds breaking in afternoon. Scattered 
showers. Visibility 6 miles. Wind 15 Knots from 300 to OOOx Slight sea. 
Temperature average 75 degrees. 

260400 CTPjSo G0N5THFLT info COMGEN 10, CINCPAC BOTH HQ. 5TH FLT . 

Summary Number 49 as of 2524001 (-9). Naval operations for the period 
consisted of reinforcing fire missions in support of 24th Corps during 
afternoon 25 April by 2 0BB. 1 CL 4 DD operating on east shore and 
by 2 0BB 2 CA 1 CL 3 DD working west shore. During the night 2 0B3 
2 CA 1 CL 4 DD gave direct support to 24th Corps from the east and 2 
CA 22 CL 3 DD from the west. All fire was under corps control and 
consisted mainly of call fire missions and illuminating fires. Further 
report on gunfire support of 24 April indicates NEW YORK destroyed hostile 
gun and 8 artillery emplacements in TA 7974L. WICHITA destroyed 1 2-gun 
emplacement and 1 3-gun battery in TA 8072G. On 25 April COLORADO reports 
destruction of 10 buildings 3 guns and enemy personnel covered effectively. 
TEXAS closed 6 caves and CALLAGHAN destroyed 1 hostile gun. CFLAKSRTY 
had sound contact at 032D on 25 April bearing 130 true 28 miles from 
POINT REUNION. Unable to maintain contact and rejoined screen at 0435 
because of reduced screen for flight, operations. Evaluation possible 
submarine. RALPH TAL30T reports sound contact at LAT 21-50 North 131-21 
East at 1840 on 24 April. Hunter killer operations in effect. Reports 
so far undetermined. BASS had sonar contact at 1720 25 (10 groups 
missing) 9-34 East. Made 2 attacks with negative results. Contact 
evaluated as probable sub. PUTNAM sank 1 JH Type mine in position 26-11 
North 128-06 East at 1450. SHEA destroyed 1 horned mine in position 26-47 

North 128-43 Fast at 0711. ANZI0 Group destroyed 1 mine at O83O in 

position 25-59 North 133-53 Fast. Outgoing convoy reported sighting mine 

in position 25-00 North 123-26 Fast at 2200. Hydrographic survey MS TH 
IE 3HIMA completed 24 April. Minesweeping for the period included channel 
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26 0400 CTF 51 31LV.,!AR V NO. 49 - CONTINUED. 


in P 5 Transport Area and Q1 entrance and selected areas rechecked. 

Negative results. Ships by type departed for SAIPAN 25 April as follows: 

1 APD, i AM, 1 PCE, 1 PC, 3 SC, 1 TCFF, 5 LOT, 18 LSM. Para. Naval air 
missions conducted CVE'S of Task Group 52.1 Fast Carriers of Task Force 58 
and shore based air of Task Group 99.2 in direct support of troops. During 
the night a night heckler mission was flown by a TBM of Task Group 99.2 
over southern OKINAWA. Task Unit 52.1.3 continued neutralization of 
SAKISHIKA GUNTO. Search flights were made by PBM’S from KERAMA 3ASE and 
PB4Y’3 fron v 0NTAN. At 1100 2 DE were sighted 33-18 North 128-50 East. 

At 110 and again at 1330 KUSIKAKI radio station was strafed and at 1515 
radio station at GAGA SHIMA was bombed and strafed with minor damage. ASP 
patrol was flown by PBM’S. TULAGI Group covered area; around 26-30 North 
134-30 East. ANZI0 Group made Sono Buoy contact on possible sub 22-08 North 
East and are still working on it. ANZIO plane sighted submarine on 
surface 26-43 North 133-26 East at 1852/1. Made special attack with results 
unreported. Commenced hunter killer. 1 Dumbo PPM was maintained on station 
near SAKISHIMA GUNTO for Task Unit 52.1.3 but no rescues were required. 

There were no hostile air attacks during period but from 0230 to 0445 26 
April several enemy planes approached transport area at low altitude. 
TENNESSEE fired at 1 without results. At 0347 LCS 56 shot down 1 SALLY 
off northeast coast OKINA'Wa. PARA. Weather mostly cloudy. Wind variable 
5 to 6 knots. Temperature average 75 degrees. Visibility 10 to 15 miles. 
Smooth Sea. No appreciable swell of surf. End of Summary. 

26 1700 COrGZET TEN TO CTF 51 INFO CINCFOA BOTH, C0i:5TH?LT . 

Ops Sum 67 as of 261800. During the period 251200-261200 no enemy aircraft 
were reported in OKINAWA area. Para. Between 252030-260100 the enemy 
launched 3 cou. .ter attacks in groubs 20 to 30 men each in 24th Corps zone. 
All attacks repulsed. Small enemy groups armed vd.th satchel charges and 
and other explosives continued infiltration attempts all along 24th Corps 
sector/. Advances of 000 to 2000 yards were made all along 24th Corps 
front. I65 Inf of 27th Div reached the northern end of the airfields in 
TA 7676E at 1340. 105 Inf of 27th Div reached its initial objective in TA 
7 75 at 1200. Wain opposition 27th Div front centered around bypassed 
NAKAMA. Captured map indicates the enemy 24th and 2pth Bns of the 2nd 
Inf Brig oppose the 27th Div. Para. During the night division killed 4 and 
captured 1 of an infiltrating iarty and identified the 24th Div RCN Regt. 
Mission of enemy patrol was to locate CPs and kill high ranking officers 
of the 7th Div iCN TROO ■ . RKACWWD I3W0H .WA by 0700. Patrols all along the 
Div front continued to encounter and engage small enemy groups. Other Bns 
of the Div continued mopping up and sealing caves in areas reviously by¬ 
passed. 'ara. 96th Div at 1200 meeting relatively- heavy mortar and HO . 
fire. Advance continued sloly. mery documents indicate that Div opposed 
by elements 24th Jan Div ... Para. Front lines 24th Corps at 261600: 27th 
Div TA 7777 IX 7777 HID 7076 K ? 7875 Bn 7975 A3CDL 96th Div TA 8O75FLRSOJ 
3175 FC? ,;TC 30740 J 23174A 3175-W 231740 in 7th Div TA 8174 •COT 3274KPVW 
3274LRT 8374 RZ 3473 -BCD 3574 FLAXY 3672 ID. 3rdFhibCorps: During the 
night mortar fire fell on AGO. o casualties da.rn.ge reported. 6th A.rDiv 
Idlled 23 enenyp 25 April. 1 arDiv continued atrollin. and re orted no 
enemy activity during night 25-26. T ara. Kadena airfield now operational 
except durin rains. 24 Xane davm and dusk C.,. maintained on schedule. 
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A 2 plane CA? over each of 5 3icket ships north of OKU JAVA during the day. 

2 Marine Avengers maintained night CA.' over 24th Corps zone dropping 100 
bombs on enemy arty located by flashes. 4 plane night CA re sorted no enemy 
contacts. Casualties period 250001 to 252400. 24th Cores: KIA 0 Ilk 3 
IA 0 7th InfDiv !3A 19 <IA lo .'li 0 27th Div KIA 16 IAEA 119 MIA 4 77th 
Div 96th Inf Div 1CEA 2 MIA 23 MIA 2 3rdPhibCorps KIA 0 ./IA 2 IDEA 0 1st 
MarDiv KIA 2 .IA 3 XI 0 6th MarDiv KIA 2 MIA 23 MIA 2 TOT 367. 




27 0849 CO 1 X3T TEN TO CTF X INFO CIMCPOA. CM.I5'.XMLT . 

Ops Suram 68 as of 271700. 24th Corps: Generally uiet during night. 7th 
Div received small amount 75HM at 2200. Jap activities at KUJIAXU to area A 
8273 early today broken by artillery fire. Several scattered rounds Jap 
artillery fell in 24th Corps rear area during night. IIo damage reported. 

27th Div received 200 rounds light and medium with some v/hite phosphorus 
MCTTAR . This is 2nd report latter type. Air strike yesterday employing 
2000 and 1000 pound bombs on conical hill 8271 excellent results. Today's 
advance pro'pressed sionly meeting resistance from scattered strong points. 
32nd RCT patrols reached town at 3373 KL about noon. 91st Div attacked 0790 
D . 1PP had advanced to 3741 be continued against light opposition. 7th Div 
attacked 0730 at 1355 engaged hand to hand co bat fighting thru pillboxes 
mutually supporting, caves. 27th Div slight activity during morning, attacked 

1000 moving forward slowly sane opposition from Pillboxes. Front lines as 

of 1500 27th Div 7676V 7676 R 7676 K to M 7^75 I to 7975 OK. 96th Div 
S075F to R 3074 Bit 7th Div 3274 / to 3273 KC 3473 A to D 3574 R 3673 B. 

3rd PhibCorps quiet night continued mopping up prepares future employment. 
Casualties period 260001-262400 24th Corps Troops KIA 1 MIA 1 XA 1 NBC 7* 
7th Div KIA 4 MIA 6l MIA 1 NBC 26 . 27th Div KIA 29 .IA I64 MIA 5 NBC 23. 

77th Div not previously reported KIA 8 MIA 13 MIA 1 NBC 29 96th Div KIA 9 
MIA 71 MIA 0 NBC 13. 3rdFhibCorps NBC 6. 1st MarDiv NBC 39. oth MarDiv MIA 
1 NBC 33. TAF MIA 2 NEC 3. AGF 331 IA 1 NBC 3. 53-D AAW Brigade KEA 1 , 

, IA 2 NBC 1. Total KIA 51 IA 314 XA 8 NBC 136. ;AM 31 Mas 53 of 96 J 

V Corsairs ready. 1 0 of 14 ill: MM hel lcat s. MAG 33 has 63 of 33 F4Us and K> / 
I of 14 F6 FM readyi of 24 Aver- a'rs 1; are set ith niJit CAPs. 44 Photo F6S I 
I ready. usual~night and day tickets v.lth ni^it CAPs throughout period. No 1 

contacts. VTB flew heckler sorties. 1 Avenger hit by AA down in friendly 
territory crew reported walking away no further info. 4 ground support mis¬ 
sions by Corsairs yesterday. 




29 0400 CTF 51 to Ci 




Info CINCPAC BOTH. COMGEN TEN. 5THFLT . 


Summary No. 52 as of 282400* Naval operations for the period comprised 
gunfire support to 24th Corps by naval vessels in East and West sectors. 
Cruisers, DD*s and small craft engaged in fly catcher missions along both 
coasts. Other fire support ships were organized for defense against air 
attacks. Results of gunfire support during the period show NEW MEXICO hit 
4 barracks in TA 7570 and various caves and revetments with several hits 
on radio station in TA 7570. Troop concentrations well covered with air 
bursts. MOBILE and TENNESSEE reported destructive effect on various caves. 
ST LOUIS and HALL engaged in snail boat extermination plan covering all 
of enemy held west coast. Reports by ST LOUIS shew 9 small boats destroyed 
with HAIL destroying 5 and CALLAGHAN 3 suicide boats along NAHA REEF, 
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29 0400 CTF 51 SUMMARY NUMBER - nONTTNTTF.rL 

LCI(G) 347 destroyed 1 suicide boat night 27-28 April, LCS 84 reports 
tactics employed by suicide craft is to lie still until closed by patrol 
craft then to make run past at high speed, GWIN in station BIO at 0130 
28th reports near miss by bomb or torpedo, RALPH TALBOT now reports 5 KTA 
and 10 WXA, THOMAS E FRASER in station 154 was under attack at 280415 by 
Betty which dropped dud bomb or aerial torpedo nearby with no damage to 
ship, SAGITTARIUB shot down 1 enemy plane in transport area at 0300 28th, 
LCS 63 in area 150 destroyed 1 small craft at 041528 April. CANADA VICTORY 
tentative casualty report shews merchant marine personnel 14 WIA 7 MIA 
Navy Guard 1 KIA 13 WIA 3 MIA Army 1 MIA. LCI 803 in TA 92.32 at 0330 28th 
had near bomb miss with no casualties or damage. ENGLAND in position 340T 
14 miles from BOLO had near miss by suicider at 2205 28 April, GROUTER at 
station KILLER 4 H miles N of BOLO reports several bogies during night 
27-28, shewed weals signals similar to emergency IFF and showed running 
lights. Showing of weals IFF by 2 planes last night shot down by BUTLER 
without loss of ary friendlies. LCS 37 reports damage to steering shaft 
and stem plating from depth charge in action with suicide boat previously 
reported destroyed 0240 28th, PINKLEY which was station ship at KERAMA hit 
amidships by low flying suicide plane at 1928. Severe fire started burning 
from bridge aft was soon under control but entire midships gutted. Engine 
room flooded. Tug alongside pumping out. Last report indicates ship is 
able to provide for her own casualties but others being transferred to 
hospital ship. Captain wounded new abourd MT MCKINLEY. Estimate 25 patients 
killed by explosion and fire. WICHITA suffered underwater damage at 2351 

27th while at NAKAGUSUKU WAN. Inspection by diver 
reveals small caliber shell penetrated dein of ship and exploded in fuel 
oil tank. Hole about 5 inches in diameter 5 feet underwater port side. 
Probably came from shore AA. CTG 51,21 reports 21 midget sub discovered 
in TA 0825 to TA 0827. Contained 6 wrecked subs and 18 inch torpedo 
without warhead plus maintenance equipment. Minesweeping for 28th consisted 
of routine channel and transport area sweeps. Area in El E2 E4 east of 
OGAN MISAKI REEF completed. Area Hll between 100 and 10 fathoms GUNVES 
cleared, 1 floating mine sunk in TA 3928 and 1 sunk in TA 5136. Additional 
sweep in area G1 was negative. ELLISON sank drifting homed mine 26-44 N 
128-23 E at 1645 28th. To date 7 ships have reported total of 18 WIA from 
friendly AA fire during action night 27-28. Indiscriminate firing by ships. 
AA is a difficult problem to solve. Para. Our air activity for the period 
consisted of direct support to troops by TF 5& TG 52.1 and TG 99.2. Large 
YCAP was maintained over OKINAWA throughout the day and did a grand job. 

TG 52.1 continues to strike SAJdSHIHA GUNTO. The strike of 27 April lists 
runways hit at NOBARA ISHIGAKI MIYARA where large fires were started. 1 
lugger fired 5 luggers strafed IKEMA JIMA. Continuous patrol maintained 
over target area from 0100 to 2100. No activity noted on fields. KUME 
SHIMA was again strafed with no eneny activity noted. Search flights were 
made fey PBMs from KERAMA BASE and PB4Ys from Yontan who went through 
TSUSHIMA STRAIT with many sightings. Several small ships strafed. At 2242 
27th 6 PBMs in masthead attack of hostile convoy 33-05 N 122-35E, made 4 
hits with 500 pound bombs at 1 11 ABME 1 DE was sighted 33-52 N 126-18B. At 
1155 1 SB 1 SA 1 FTC sighted 34-34N 128-OOE. At 1220 convoy of many small 
ships sighted 34-43N 124-28E course 000. Special flight sent to track 
and strike. Night of 2$-29 10 PB2Ys with bombs and torpedoes attacked ship¬ 
ping in SHIMDNOSEKI STRAIT. ASP flown by PBMs in OKINAWA area with no 
contacts reported. Emergency landing WFQFP now available on IE SHIMA and 
is the north 3,000 feet of the east strip surfaced in eastern half bears 
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29 0400 CTF 51 SUMMARY NUMBER 52 - CONTINUED . 

045-225. Energy air attacks fur the period covered by special report. Ad¬ 
ditional information since that report increases enemy planes destroyed by 
CAP totals 74 tor a grand total of 104. Para. Weather scattered clouds 
with 2/lD cumulus few alto cumulus and cirrus clouds. Wind easterly 8 
knots. Visibility 15 miles. Temperature average 73 degrees. Slight 
sea no swell. 





30 0330 CTF 51 to CCBI5THFLT INFO CINCPAC B0TH.5THFLT. COHGEN TEN . 

Summary No. 53 as of 292400. Naval surface operations consisted of gunfire 
support by battleships cruisers and destroyers. 24th Corps operating in 
both east and west sectors. Destroyer's and cruisers continued fly catcher 
operations on both coasts. The remaining fire support ships were assigned 
for defense against air attack in transport area. Reports of naval gunfire 
shew suicide boat pens in NAHA area hit 7 small boats destroyed and 6 damaged 
fires started in various area large explosions followed hit on cave in TA 
7673 K and NAHA Airfield interdicted at dusk and dawn. Transport area was 
smoked for 4 hours and 35 minutes during the night. There has been heavy 
expenditure fog oil during past 3 days equal to 10 days normal operating 
expedniture. Ammunition situation is good with satisfactory replenishment. 
Amplifying reports from TWIGGS show attack pressed home by 2 groups of 5 
to 6 hostile planes. Initial detedtion at 32000 yards and taken under fire 
at 12000 yards. Suiciders all under heavy fire as they conmenced to dive 
from 2000 to 3000 feet. Damage to ship caused by near miss. Ship maneuv¬ 
ered at high speed. At 2150 28th PARANA in position 353T 10.5 miles from 
B0IX) was under torpedo attack by low flying plane whose approach was not 
detected until release of torpedo close aboard. P lan e strafed ccaning in. 

1 3-inch salvo exploded near plane without result. Torpedo missed. LCI(R) 

770 on station south channel entrance to KERA1IA RETT0 was attacked by low 
flying Val at 0051 28th. Bomb hit deck richochetted and exploded 50 yards 
off port beam with superficial damage to LCI and no casualties. BUTLER 
during air action night 28th received damage to hull pierced above waterline 
near stern and minesweeping gear winches and magnetic tail rail damaged by 
near miss of suicider. 6 WIA. However the BUTLER splashed 5 planes. Ships 
damaged during air attack of last night additional to previous reports were: 
SHANNON slightly damaged when bogey splashed close aboard. Fire control 
radar out. BENNI0N in RP 1 with minor damage when bogey dove through rig¬ 
ging. SS HALL YOUNG off IE SHIMA at 0401 hit in #5 hatch by suicider. Fire 
started but was reported under control. Minesweeping included transport 
and channel sweeps. Areas HI and G2 completed. All with negative results. 
Units 14 and 18 remained in transport area during the night as emergency 
units. LSM 109 in RP 4 at 0245 28th, sank 1 mine in 26-26N 128-37 E and 
1 in 26-41 N 128-40 E at 0647. PAUL G BAKER sank 1 floating mine at 0740 
29th in TA 6644. GroPac 12 from IE SHIMA reports that good progress is 
being made developing beach and harbor installations with unloading steadily 
accelerating* Pontoon causeways have been installed NAGE WAN and approaches* 
Para. Air operations consisted of direct support to troops by TF 58 TG 99.2 
and TG §2.1. Continuous CAP was maintained both day and night. In addition 
to close support missions enemy small boats and fuel dumps and truck were 
specific targets. TU 52.1.3 struck SAKISHMA GUNT0. Report as of 28th indi¬ 
cates TU 52.1.1 HHNK Y banbed rocketted and strafed runways and dispersal 
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30 0330 CTR 51 SUMMARY NO. 53 - CONTINUED . 





areas. Fuel dumps were set on fire AA gun emplacements buildings and radio 
facilities were hit ACMOBARA . Hangars and buildings attacked. 2 Zekes 
and 1 Oscar shot dam by CVE CAP. Search flights were conducted by RBMs 
and PB4Ys from KERAMA and PB4Ys from Yontan RC PB4Ys made dusk sweep 
TSUSHIMA STRAIT sighting 1 freighter transoort 1 FTC 1 SB KRAYPNT 3 2 
stack at 1105 N 34^15 N 129-40 E. At 1130 attacked 1 SD« Left burning 
and in sinking condition at 29-00 N 121-35 E. ASP was flown by TBMs around 
OKINAWA area with 1 TBM from TG 52.1 over CHE YHCRORQCE . These TBI ASP 
planes are effective and are doing an excellent piece of work. TULAGI 

group operated in shipping lanes to southeast. TBMs engaged in hunter kil¬ 
ler SO milee bearing 270 from COTO. Enemy air attacks: At 0610 LCS 87 in 
RP 2 shot down 1 hostile plane. From 1700 to 1745 planes approached from 
east in 3 raids possibly part of a group which had attacked carriers. 

BOf'/ERS shot down 3 COWELL 1 and 1 by CAP from RANDOLFH. From 2100-2300 
some 15 planes in 5 raids approaching from the north. There was no damage 
to our forces and no eneny shot down. From 2330-0120 and again from 
0210 to 0550 approximately 30 planes in ID raids were over the area. 

Night fighters shot down 1 plane. Ships gunfire accounted for others as 
follows: BENNION 2 CROUTER STANLEY TATTNALL SHANNON LCS 18 1 each. Shore 
based AA brought down 1. Total 10 enemy destroyed. Later reports of air 
action for night 27—28 April shows AARON WARD shot down 2 this brings total 
29 eneny destroyed including suiciders. Planes shot down on night of 28-29 
and not previously reported are: WADSYORTH 2 TWIGGS 2 DALY 4 ST GEORGE 2 
LCS 21 1 LCS 31 1. Revised CAP scores are TF 58 13 TG 99.2, 36 TG 52.1 9 
for a total of 58 by CAP. Grand total including suiciders 100. Our plane 
losses were: 1 F4U from K ADEN A Field shot down by AA over OKINAWA. Pilot 
made water landing and rescued by LCS 63. Other rescues were 1 fighter pilot 
from BUNKER HILL reswued by LCS 11 at 1700 28th and 1 air crewman from 
SHANGRI LA TBM who parachuted from burning plane and was rescued by Dumbo 
at 1128 5 miles south KIKAI. Dumbo then taxied 4 miles to rescue 2 airmen 
of SHANGRI LA SB2C. These planes had been lost due to enemy AA. Dumbo 
was under fire during rescue. Special photo mission was flcwn by F5 planes 
over BATENGO and NAHA for purpose of locating suicide boat hideouts. Para. 
Weather partly cloucty" with scattered clouds. Easterly winds 8 to 12 knots. 
Good visibility 20 miles. Temperature average 75 degrees. Calm rippled 
sea. Negligible swell and surf. 




04 0902 COMGEN TEN TO CTF SI CINCPAC BOTH INFO C0M5THFLT. COMDST TEN . 


* 


OpSum 75 041500. Nite 3-4 May Japs ATENIED 4 counterlandings 040230. 

Hit TA 7575 DTA 7778 MTA 8280 BTA 8&73D last repulsed. Others being liq¬ 
uidated. 2 P/fs Eng. Ship. Regt. stated expedition embarked YONABARU T07/N 
mission destroy our arty posns rear area. Para. Est 600 Japs participated 
many killed on reefs or while swimming ashore. Elements 7th Mar Regt 
killed 200 Japs. 150 contained TA 7575DE. HJS elements 1st MarDiv continue 
mop up on remnant. Undetermined number landing craft sunk. Re m ai n der destroy¬ 
ed or abandoned on beaches. Para. Front lines 1st MarDiv ANB 300 yards on 
left and 200 yards on right flank. Para. Est 150 enemy counterattack 77th 
Div right O3163O. Broken up within hour. Div left received approx 150 rounds 
enemy mortar fire during night including areas of clearing stas and CPs. 

Para. Heavy fire front 7th Div night 3-4. Arty fire disorganized Jap counter¬ 
attacks this morning. Little progress made during periods front lines as of 
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04 0902 COMGEN TEN OPS SIM 75 - CONTINUED . 

1600 TA 7575R TA 79750 TA 8272S TA 8373B TA 85731. Para. Some sniper 
activity reported 3rd PhibCorps area. No reported casualties. Para. Est 
35-40 bombs fell in Yontan Area after midnight. String of 4 landed north 
end of runway. Field open. 6-7 shells Kadena Area. 1 dud. No damage. 4 bombs 
direct hit Marine Evac Hospital. 12 killed. 8-10 Jap bombing attacks 0245- 
0446. Para. TAF cowned 45 Jao planes since 0500. Para • AAA destroyed damaged 
2 during neriod. Para. Casualties ending period 032400. 7th Div KIA 10 WIA 
58 MIA 1. 77th Div KIA 9 WIA 102. 1st MarDiv KIA 27 WIA 227 MIA 1. 24th 
Corps WIA 3. 6th MarDiv WIA 2. AGF 331 WIA 2. Para. Cumulative casualties 
032400. 7th Div KIA 468 WIA 2418 MIA 24. 77th Div KIA 361, WIA 1548, MIA 89. 
96th Div KIA 605, WIA 2852, MIA 104. 1st MarDiv KIA 167, WIA 878, MIA 14-. 

24th Corps troops KIA 49, WIA 147, MIA 1. 6th MarDiv KIA 238, WIA 902, MIA 6. 
3rdPhibCorps KIA 11 WIA 100 MIA 2. 27th Div KIA 411 WIA 2430 MIA 266. AGF 
331, KIA 4 WIA 56. TAF KIA 17 WIA 58 MIA 8. 53rd AAA Brig. KIA 5, WIA 41 
3rd SigBn KIA 1. 
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10 0205 CTF 51 to GQ.dTHFLT INFO CITTCPAC BOTH. 5THFLT« CGMGBN 10 . 


Summary 63 as of 092400* All times Item. Surface craft consisting of DD, 
cruisers and BB continued their support to 10th Army from sectors covering 
both E and W sides of island. Reports coming in show effective results. 

NBV MEXICO placed 3 direct hits on coastal gun in TA 7 and destroyed bar¬ 
racks. BEALE shot up artillery emplacements and machine gun positions. 

ROOKS reports many enemy personnel casualties while firing in support of 
7th Div. ST LOUIS accounted for 17 enemy trucks destroyed. PORTLAND reported 
10 hits on concentrated defense installations in TA 7459. Boat launching 
ways previously reported are now definitely located in TA 836 O CK. 4 
launching ways serving 7 caves have been counted. No boats observed. Routine 
fly catcher and illumination missions were carried out with no s mall boat 
activity indicated. During hostile air raid of early evening 9 May 2 ships 
were hit by suicide planes as follows: At 1900 0BERRENDER in screen station 
bearing 297 1 3 Miles from B0L0 was hit vicinity forward fire and engine 
room causing fire in forward fuel tank whichwas brought under control. All 
pcwer and communications went out. FARENH0LT stood by and PCE(R) 855 rendered 
ememrgency medical assistance and received casualties. TEKSSTA towed OBER- 
RENDER to KERAMA. ENGLAND in screen station Bll hit. Damage and casualties 
unreported. Taken in tow by VIGILANCE. Arrived KERAMA early this morning. 
Minesweeping consisted of routine channel and area sweeps. Sweep units 13 
and 14 remained in transport area during the night. DANIEL T GRIFFIN sank 

1 homed type floater mine at 1745 in position 23-03 N 103-20 E. Cumulative 
naval casualties as of 9 May reported by 152 ships of TF 51 lists 781 KIA 
2377 'VIA 1025 MIA total 4183* Para. Air operations consisted of direct 
support to troops and CAP furnished by TF 58 TG 99.2 and TG 52.1. Close 
support missions consisted of strikes on troop concentrations boat pens 
and launching ways FBMs and PB2Ys from KERAMA carried out search flight 
missions. At 114-5 2 DD were sighted 34-33N 124-49 E. 2 DD 1 CL were observed 
34-14 N 125-08 E course 035 speed 15 at 1215. 2 CL 3 DD were seen anchored 
34-U N 126-38 E at 1345. A medium freighter was strafed at 34-50 N 126-20 E 
at 1355, abandoned and resting on bottom. At 1410 1 FTB was attacked 34-30 N 
126-09 E and believed to have been hit. At 1900 1 FTC 1 SC were attacked 
36-18 N 125-21 E with slight damage to SC. At 1950 1 CL 2 DD 1 FB 2 escorts 
were attacked 34-39 N 125-37 E. 2 FBs were sighted at 33-40 N 128-46 E at 
2255. Routine ASP was carried out by PBMX with 1 TBM over transport area 
and TULAGI covering shipping lanes to SE. Enemy air attacks occurred from 
1820 to 2200 with planes approaching generally from the SW with several 
from the N. 2 raids prior to dark were suicide attacks later raids were 
hecklers. Yontan field received 1 bomb hit 2154* CAP shot down 4 Putnam 
shot down 1. 1 friendly fighter is missing. At 2009 a twin engine plane 
possible Betty crashed 2 miles from NEW Y^RK in NAKAGUSUKU following shallow 
dive and without being fired upon. From 0015 to 0100 and from 0220 to 0440 
about 20 planes in 11 raids approached generally lw from the N. There was 
no damage to our forces and no enemy shot down* During early morning 10th 

2 search planes kept out of KERAMA area because of smoke and air raid 
landed at sea. 1 made successful landing other crashed at 0500 with 3 sur¬ 
vivors rescued by GAINARD. Search is being made for the others. On morning 
10th as on previous mornings after enemy air attacks single high flying 
energy twin engine fighter Mick engine planes either Nick or Dinah made several 
passes over transport and land areas leaving vaopr trails. CAP made visual 
contact several times but soon lost contact, as enemy is very fast and Cors¬ 
airs were unable to close. Radar gave no early indication and few plots were 
had even when sighted. Finally our CAP caufeht the intruder and shot him down 
50 miles N of OKINAWA at 0930. Para. Weather scattered clouds. Visibility 15 
miles. Temperature average 72 degrees. Wind N 15 Knots. Calm rippled sea no 
swell. 















COMGEN TEN TO CTF 51 Info CIHCFOA BOTH.COM5THFLT .COF.IINCH. CGFMFPAC. COIDET EN. 

Summary 32 of 111000 - 

Arny front last night received intermittent arty and mortar fire local counter 
attacks and attacks by small infiltration groups. Our arty and NGF support 
ships maintained counterbattery and harrassing fire throughout night. 10th 
Army launched coordinated attack support by air strikes arty and NGF this 
morning. Gains of 500-600 yds made along front. On the right, outskirts 
of M TA 7473 eneterd. DAKESHI occupied eliminating strong Jap positions 
and major Portion of Jap salient which had resisted all efforts for past 
week. Both Corns seized high ground affording observation over SHURI. 

Southern edge GAJA gained and advanced up slopes of key hill to left front 
begun. 

Rara. 3rd Phib Corps: Enemy arty active during night considerable fire 
falling VIC ASA KAWA Bridge. 

Para. 6th MarDiv: Making main effort in center gained average 600 yds 
against continuous mortar and arty fire and MG fire and groups in caves* 

Bridge across ASA KAWA repaired under arty fire permitting crossing of 25 Tks. 

Para: 1st MarDiv: 3 Japs KFA VTC 7th Mar CP during night. 3rd Bn 5th 
Mar Atchd 7th Mar received counterattack 0530 by estimated 200 Japs. Believe 
all Japs killed supported by Tks Div attacked this morning drove into DAKESHI 
gained average 400 yds. Combat Engrs and Tks employed against caves. 

Para. 24th Corps: Yesterday Bn of 17th Inf thououghly combed rear area 
where Japs had APDK new corns CP. Many caves destroyed. Few Japs killed. 

Corps attacked 0700 preceded by arty concentration on known enemy installa¬ 
tions and gun positions. By noon forward elements had advanced up to 600 
yds on Corps right and 200-400 yds on left. Enemy resistance continued stiff 
across entire corps front. 

Para. 77th Div: From midnight to dawn estimated 52 5HRDQ Jap arty fire 
fell on Div front. 32 Jap infiltrations killed. Div attacked supported by 
flamethrower this gained 500 yds in center. Bitter hand to hand fighting 
against fanatical resistance. 2 155mm Hows and 1 155mm gun furnished direct 
fire for attacking Inf. NGF and arty pounded 5HKRISFEGA in support of Div 
attack. 

Para, 96th InfDiv: 383rd Inf relieved 184th Inf. 381st Inf relieved 32nd 
Inf. 96th RCN Tr occupied zone Div left. 32nd Inf at 2110 repulsed Japs 
who assaulted with hand grenades. Gains of 200 yds on right and center made 
against MG and mortar fire from direct front. Tits supported Inf. 

Bara. 7th InfDiv in Corps Reserve: 184th Inf assembly area TA 8781. 32nd 
Inf assembly area TA 8682 atchd 77th InfDiv as restricted Div reserve. 

Para. Present front lines: TA 7474 Y, TA 7573 G TA 7673 AE TA 7774 UT 
TA 7874 MGE TA 7974 T TA 8073 P TA 8133 S TA 8172 XRAY TA 8373 R TA 8573 R 
TA 8573 I. 

Para. 2 Japs single plane raids over OKINAWA 0234-0312. AAA damaged 1 
plane. No damage from enemy. 4 air raids total 5 planes over IE SHIMA during 
darkness this morning. AAA destroyed 1 Jap plane 2 possibles. 

Para. 10th Amy TAF splashed 1 Tony by night fighters at 0530. CAP 
splashed 2 Tonys 7 Nates 1 Dinah 1 Betty 3 Zekes 3 Vais 2 Haras past 24 hours. 

Para. Estimated enary casualties 102,400 KIA 39,469 P>V Mil 298 RBR Tks3l6„ 

Para. Out casualties period 102400. oth MarDiv KIA 25 WIA 119. 1st MarDiv 
KIA 62 WIA 344 MIA 1. 24th Corns WIA 12. 77th InfDiv KIA 13 WIA 6l. 96th 
InfDiv KIA 9, WIA 66 MIA 7. 7th InfDiv KIA 5 WIA 13. AGF 33L WIA 9. 
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01 0949 CTG 94-9 to CTF 94 info CTF 93, CINCPaC. 

CINCPaC .10731. Am getting underway with CruDiv 5 

and 5 or 6 destroyers at 2100 K(-10) 1 January. 

Jill execute CTF 94 Operation Order 6-44 on 
January 4th instead of January 5th unless directed 
otherwise. Para. Could arrive CHICHI JIMA time 
0700 E(-10) January 3rd but no chance undetected 
approach with resultant escape of enemy ships . 

Para. Recuest early advise if not practicable CTF 93 
to rearrange to 4th Fit 4 January. 

01 1657 CTF 94 to CINCPAC info C0M3rdFLT, CTG 94.9. CTG 17.7. 

My OpOraer 6-44 operation SKULLDUGGERY calls for 
Task Group 94.9 strike CHICHI at 050700 K(-10) and 
IW0 at 051500 K. Coordinated air strikes as in 
CTF 93 despatch 010631 and 010627 not to all. 

01 1639 COMF’WDAREA to CTG 94.MIIE. CTF 93 info CINCPAC. 

As a Joint Operation my OpOrder 6-44 requires 
relative timing air and surface forces be as 
specified. CTF 93 previously reported the 5th 
to be earliest practicable date. 

01 0652 CINCEPF to CINCPAC. 

I am concerned that lack of experience of U.S. 
Meteorological methods may hamper the operations 
of ships of British Pacific Fleet. If acceptable 
to you I would like to arrange the appointment of 
a British Naval Meteorological Liason Officer to 
work at a suitable Weather Central. 

27 2019 COI.JNCH & CNO to CINCPOA . 

Japanese have lodged strong protest connection sinking 
M/V TAIEI MARU between YAP and PALAU on 3 July 1944 
by .\merican submarine alleging shooting of survivors 
of gun attack who were in water. Protest states 7 
survivors rescued by Japanese. Remainder civilian 
refugees and 1 crew member allegedly killed by 
submarine crew. Investigation establishes attack made 
by CLBAC0RE on 9th ’War Patrol. 5 Survivors recovered 
placed in custody Provost Marshal First Cavalry Hq 
LOS NEGROS on 8 July. Desire Air Mail report of 
interrogation survivors in custody regarding incident 
as basis reply to Japanese Govt. Ex Commanding Officer 
ALBAC0RE now NEW LONDON has been directed submit 
amplifying. 
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JANUARY (GOT ) 

01 1102 CTF 77 to ALL TFCS 7TH FLT. CTF 38. CTF 34. TG COM3 

OF TF 38, Info CO HI I TCH. 3II7C3V/PA. CINCPAcT CCH7TITFLT . 

C0H3RDFLT . --- 

Further interrogation results my 280556. Evaluated 
Baker 2 with much confirmation from other souces. 

Major units Japanese Fleet comprise 7 GV 1 OR 2 CVS 
2 CVL 2 CV-BB 4 BE 7 CA 5 CL. Para. CV HAY AT .ALA 
and AI'AGI completely operational. XAT3URAGI and 
4 NRYU class cruisers completed and training. 

Available for battle operations probably February 
or March. AMAGI and KATSURAGI built on" YAMATO 
type battleship hulls and have displacement 45000 
tons. Total of 6 UNRYU class Carriers bearing names 
UNRYU HIRYU 30RYU AJTAGI KAGA plus one unknown 
(25000 tonners with prominent bridge on starboard 
side forward of amidships. 2 Stacks on port side 
bent downward and to rear. Deck extends to tip 
of bow and _is high off hull) constructed during last 
year but UNRYU sunk December 19th and 1 unidentified 
ship sunk November 29 by submarine. Expect carrier 
KAIY0 and possibly 0TAKA operational. CVL RYUH0 
and HOSHO operational. CV-BB ISE and ITYUGA operational 
and last known at SAINT 1 JACQUES. Battleships YAKATO 
NAGATO KONGI HARUNA have just completed repairs in 
Empire. Heavy Cruisers IBUKI KAOSN 8000 tonner 
(TONE A3HIGARA completely operational HOGURO completing 
minor repairs at SINGAPORE TAKAO (with 8 boilers out) 
docking SINGAPORE for temporary repairs prior return 
to Empire ITYOKI heavily damaged probably still at 
BANGKC ' where was towed after submarine attack early 
in December. AOBA heavily damaged (in Empire) CL 
0Y0D0 YAHAGI operational 3HINAN0 and her sister ship 
(Presumably SAKAV/A) believed operational I3UCU 
heavily damaged and now at SURABAA repairing. In 
Addition to other destroyers a total of 27 Matsu Class 
Destroyers (bearing names of trees, flowers and GRARLES) 
known completed during past year. Para. YAHAGI was 
scheduled depart Empire December 24th and arrive 
CAMRANH 30th or 31st. YANATO NAGATO TONE to leave 
Empire about same time or shortly after enroute 
OUT3.7ARP to CAMRANTI SAIGON, or LINGGA anchorage. Common 
assumption abourd prisoners ship this force being 
brought down to CELT counter anticinated Blue landings 
MANILA area near future. Para. Prisoner had heard 
4 sister 10000 ton heavy cruisers planned. Named 
KA3AGI and also plus 2 unidentified (presumably 
IKCMA and KURAGE). HASAGI and A30 known under 
construction as of May 1944. None near completion 
and doubted to be converted to carriers. 

01 2110 JOI ilNCH to JIFOPOA. 



Australian 

Department 

originated 


Government have expressed concern to Stet&p 
over report reaching them of plans 
by U.J.Navy for rehabilitation Phosphate 
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01 2110 COKINJH to CINCPOA (Continued) 

Industry on NAURU duplication their own efforts. Plans 
on file do not include NAURU Phosphates request your 
comment as further basis for reply. 

°3 0321 CINCPAC to COMl ftDFLT. C0I.;5THFLT, COKAIRPAC, COI.I1STGARRIEi 
TAoil F0RC5, CCIIZND CA--RIBR TASK FORCE Info COMINCH &CN0. 

The established complement of large carriers is 73 VP, 

15 VSE, 15 7TB. Any departure from this complement for 
a particular operation or because of a deficiency in 
pilots or airplanes of a particular type is of a 
temporary nature only. Para. All training and logistic 
preparation shall be based on meeting the requirements 
of the established complement. 

09 0401 COKGLNAAFPOA to CTP 93 Info CINCPOA. CTF 94. B ONCOi' 21, 
C0I.I3RDPIT." - - 

AAFPOA 0419. Conduct early photo recon air facilities 
TRUK, AOLEAI and MARCUJ with particular attention to 
MOSN Airfield TRUK. Prepare to conduct fighter bomber 
strikes against these objectives in order of priority 
as listed as soon as results of photo recon obtained. 
ComBomCom 21 has been requested to confer with you 
on preparation Plan for coordination your strikes with 
practice missions 313 </ing scheduled to start about 
16 January. Expedite submission thereof. 

08 2055 COMINCH & CNO to CINCPOA . 

Article on SAIPAN in Newsweek Magazine 28 August issue 
states all able bodied men registered for labor and 
work 8 hour Day on airfields New Construction etc. 
Japanese protest points out Forced Labor contrary to 
agreement with United States and further that employment 
Civilian internees on construction Military Airfields 
is unlawful even if voluntary. Desire investigation and 
report. 

09 0852 CTF 77 to ALL TFC & TFG * S 7THFLELT Info CINCSOWLSPAC. 
C0M3RDFLT, CINCPAC. COHAAF, C0I1AF 5. 

Commencing night of 10 January TF 77.2 less damaged 
ships directed to be returned to LLYTL by separate 
despatch will proceed to sea and join TG 77.4 escort 
carriers augmented by TG 77.4 and TG 77.3 close 
covering group 3 combined Groups under CTG 77.2 will 
comprise the LINGAYEN Defense Force. CTG 77.4 and 
CTG 77.3 will report to CTG 77.2 for duty. While 
continuing present missions assigned these various 
Groups by my OpPlan 17-44 the LINGAYEN Defense Force 
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09 0852 


09 1109 


09 2131 


CTG 77 to ALL TGC & TFG's 7THFLEET Info CINCSOWESPAC . 

COA^RDFL?, CINC RAC. GOUnAF. "CQLi-.F 57 

under VAdm Oldendorf will assume the mission of 
protecting our forces in and approaching M HUCHPIRING 
from LINGAYEN GULF from attack by enemy surface 
Forces. CTF 77.2 is free to exchange ships between 
the various Groups as deemed necessary for best 
accomplishment of assigned Tasks and to provide for 
replenishment. A maximum of 3 CVE's will be assigned 
CTG 77»3 while close covering Group _to engaged in 
Slope covering echelons to and from LINGAYEN. 

U fluIZING Carrier Planes as available conduct searches 
as necessar to insure against suprise atoack by 
enemy surface forces. 

CINCPAC to C0iLa.I3P.aC . 

Your 090014. It is not the policy of CINCPAC to 
recommend relief of carrier captains without a 
specific reason in each case. Normally these 
reasons are requirement for services elsewhere, 
Professional Unfitness, Physical Unfitness or 
Fatigue after a long period. I look to ComAirPac 
for recommendations for long range planning in 
connection with aviation personnel but desire such 
recommendations by letter with specific reasons 
for each change proposed. 

CINCPOA to COI.iGENPOA 

Your serial 0003 of 6 January. Establishment of 
Western Pacific Base Command concurred in with 
understanding personnel in headquarters will be 
kept at the lowest practicable number. 

WEATHER 5TH AF to COMAF 13, 494 BombGroup. 309 BOMB¬ 
AY Ing, 310 'Rolling, "all Interested In current ops.— 

50'.YE UFA C.' 

J-0126T Tropical Storm centered 150 miles east of 
southern LEYTE at 0800 I (-9) /10. Winds above 30 
knots in storm area with intermittent rain but 
slight turbulence. Forcasted movement west North¬ 
west at 12 knots. LEYTE terminal expected closed 
after 1200 I (-9) 10 January. 


09 0852 


09 1109 


09 2131 
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January (got) ctf 77 to cincswpa(boise). comih ch. cincpac, 

GGM3RDFIT, C0M7THFLT. 

09 1218 Prior dawn today 9 January transports and supply 

ships of assault echelon entered LINGAYEN GULF and 
proceeded to unloading areas. Preliminary bombardment 
of beachheads by fire support groups and rocket 
LCI followed by straffing from support aircraft 
proceeded in accordance with plan. First wave landed 
on schedule at 0927. By 0940 Assault waves ashore 
on all beaches without opposition except for slight 
amount mortar fire on eastern SAN FABIAN Beach. 

Troops moved quickly inland against minor and 
sporadic opposition. Approximately 68500 troops 
ashore by dusk. Uploading progressed rapidly at 
ALL beaches. By late afternoon Commanding Generals 
0th, 3&th, 40th and 43rd Divisions had reported 
assuming command ashore. Enemy air opposition during 
the day was comparatively light but attacks by 
suicide planes were effective in damaging COLUMBIA, 
AUSTRALIA and COLORADO which were hit. COLUMBIA 
for second time and HMAS AUSTRALIA for 4th time 
during present operation. Damage to above ships 
extensive but not critical. Evening 8th during 
approach KITKUN BAY hit by suicide diver holed 
below water line lost power and now enroute LINGAYEN 
under tow. 1 Engine expected to be operational . 
near future. Delayed report. HATSU HARU Class 
destroyer intercepted by escorting DD of TF 78 
enroute objective area evening 7th and sunk. 

12 1607 OINCPQA to CINCS.7PA. DEPCOM 20th AF Info. COMINCH. 

C01.43RDFLT, COKNaVGROUP CHINA. 

To locate 2nd diversion attack force (ISE HYUCA) as 
soon as possible request maximum extension SWPA 
searches to south of Cap*e St JACQUES and Coverage St 
JACQUES to SINGAPORE by 20th Air Force including 
eastern portion of Gulf of SIAM. 

13 0215 MACARTHUR to COM ALLIED AIR FORCES (ADV ECH) info. 

G GSDFLOHINM DHTR ^DV ECH APO, CINCPAC, C0M3RDFLT,etc. 

Effective immediately ana continued until further 
instructions from this headquarters sectors southwest 
Pacific search planes will be extended to include the 
CAPE SAINT JACQUES-SAIGON area maximum coverage within 
capabilities of CAMRANH BAY-CAPE SAINT JACQUES-SAIGON 
area will be maintained to locate N0UTILE 2nd Diver¬ 
sion Attack Force (ISE HYUGA) 20th Air Force has been 
requested to maintain maximum coverage of CAPE SAINT 
JACQUES-SINGAPORE area including east portion of GULF 
OF CAMRANH. 

13 21442 DEPCOMAF 20 to CINCPOA info. CINCSWPA, COMINCH.COM3rdFtt 

AAFP0A 0716 BomCom 20 has been directed to comply with 
your 121607 subject to requirements of primary mission. 

2739 






















JANUARY (GCT) 


13 1938 COMAIRPAC to CINCPAC. 


Refer urdis 290331 December. Experience has proven 
value of night carrier in offensive action against 
enemy. CVL carrier has been reported as unsatis¬ 
factory for night operations due to its narrow 
deck and excessive motion in seaway. SARATOGA 
urgently required Hawaiian area for training replace¬ 
ment GVti’s in group operations. Assignment of CVL’s 
to training not considered best employment for this 
class. Para. Propose following action to effect 
return of SARATOGA to PEARL for training duty and 
assignment of day air groups to BATAAN and INDEPEND¬ 
ENCE: (A) Transfer CVG (N) 53 from SARATOGA to 

TICONDEROGA at ULITHI about 5 March and return CVG 
80 for reforming. (B) Assign CVLG-23 to INDEPENDENCE 
about 25 January as relief for CVLG(N)-41. CVLg- 23 
will be moved from MANUS to embark at GUAM or ULITHI. 

(C) Sail BATAAN from PEARL in February with CVLG-47 
embarked. (D) Redesignate CVEG-36, 38 and 50 now 
training west coast as GVLG's with standard CVLG 
complement and readiness dates of 15 April, 15 April- 
and 1 March respectively. This makes total 18 CVLG 
available for 8 CVL carriers. Required due forward 
area relief and reserve for early relief of operat¬ 
ing groups. (E) Revise CarDiv organization set 
forth CominCh 031237 January as follows: CarDiv-7 
ENTERPRISE (F) CMA TICONDEROGA. CarDiv-6 BENNINGTON(F), 
SHANGRI-LA, LANGLEY and BATAAN. CarDiv-2 FRANKLIN (F) 
HANCOCK, INDEPENDENCE and SAN JACINTO. 

14 0050 CINCPAC to COMINCH info. COMAIRPAC, BUPERS. 

There is an increasing need for a subordinate command 
of Air Pac in the forward area to coordinate and sup¬ 
ervise the activities for which ComAirPac is respons¬ 
ible including logistics, training and administration 
of replacement carrier air groups and replacement pools 
of aircraft and pilots. These duties are now being 
superimposed on those of ComNavAirBases GUAM which 
arrangement is not satisfactory. Accordingly, recom¬ 
mend establishment of a geographical subcommand of 
AirPac SubComFwd. Title "Commander Fleet Air" con¬ 
sidered and rejected because Commander will not in 
fact exercise command of other fleet aircraft operat¬ 
ing from bases in the area. Para. Recommendation for 
Flag Officer to command contained in my 102048 to 
BuPers. 
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15 0102Z COMGEKAAFPOA to CINCPOa info. OOMGLNPOA. 

Radio date time group 122324 January 1945. Recom¬ 
mend that the availability of service troops as 
given in WARX 84316 dated 30 December MARSHALL to 
RICHARDSON, info. MACARTHUR and CINCPOA be accepted 
as an interim measure for the support of VLR wing 
coming to this area. Desire to emphasize that though 
the numbers and types of ground service troops on 
hand in and committed to theater may be insufficient 
for complete support, a greatly increased air effort 
will result with the arrival of this wing. 

15 1817 CINCPOA to C 0MGLNAAFP0A info. COMGLNPOA. 

Your 150102 approved subject to the understanding 
that the service and support of the VLR wings will 
be below normal standards and that the tactical 
units may have to improvise measures to become 
partially self sustaining until additional service 
troops become available. 

21 1541 MACARTHUR to CINCPOA Info COMGENPOA. C/S U S ARMED 

dORC^S ?Ak EAST: 

Concurred in is your proposal to modify the 
terms of FILBAS Agreement so that concurrences of 
CINCSWPA and CINCPOA mast be obtained on requests 
for units only and not for individuals or small 
groups of individuals. NLP an integral part of 
a larger unit. To accomplish this change suggest 
the final sentence of paragraph 7A FILBAS Agreement 
be amended to read " The Exempt ion of Specific Army 
Units from this General Policy dovering Army 
Service Units will be made only by Mutual Agreement 
between CINCSWPA and CINCPOA. 

22 1930 CQMINCH & CNO to CINCPOA Info COMNORPAC . 

C0MALA&SEAFR0N. COM 1771 

Your 182045 ComNorPac 162218 authorized. Arrange¬ 
ments should be concluded locally between ComNorPac 
CGAD and appropriate Canadian authorities that 
area. State and War Departments Concur. 
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26 1459 CUmINCH to CiflCPAC BUTH HDQTRS info COmAIRPAC, CONARAIRFMFPAC 

Propose assign Navy Air Groups t© flagship and relief Flag 
and Marine Groups to other 4 ships of 1st 4 Divisions COM¬ 
MENCEMENT BAY (CVE 105) class carriers except CarDiv 27. 

Navy Group in Flagship to have night fighter element of 8 
VF(N). Marine Groups will be assigned CarDiv 27 according 
CominCh and CNO 062109 November 1944 with Navy Groups 
initially in SULA GULF and S1B0NEY of this Division. Comment. 

27 1407Z CINCSWPA to COM ALLIED AIR FORCES ADVANCED ECHELON infe C0U5TH 

FLT, HQ USAF CHINA THTR ADV ECH APO 579. HQ USAF CHINA THTR REAR 

ECH APO 629, CG 14TH AIR FORCE ADV GHQ COMDR. ALLIED NAVAL 

FORCES (WASATCH) COMDR ALLIED NAVAL FORCES (TOLOSA). CINCPOA 

CX 57087 . Allied Air Forces are authorized te strike water targets 
along the CHINA and INDO CHINA coasts in coordination with opera¬ 
tions of 14th Air Forco. Coordinate with and notify 14th Air 
Force direct of projected operations as nearly as practicable 
24 hours in advance. Strikes on land targets along the CHINA 
and INDO CHINA coasts will be made only at the request of 
Commanding General CHINA Theater or by prior arrangement be¬ 
tween Commanding General CHINA Theater and this headquarters. 

Allied Air Forces authorized to strike the docks and shipping 
area in SAMAH BAY (18-15 north 109-30 east) as practicable. 

Strikes will be coordinated with 14th Air Forces. Commanding 
Goneral CHINA Theater APO 879 and this headquarters will be 
included as information adoes in all messages coordinating 
air operations with 14th air force. 

CNO to NAVOP/Ol 

24 1323 Cincpac/Cincpoa Advanced Headquarters have been established. 

The Staff functions of Plans and Operations will be conducted 
by that command. Functions of Logistics. Military Government. 
Administration and routine fleet movements East of Hawaii will 
be conducted by Cincpac/Cincpoa Headquarters Pearl. To effect 
distribution dispatch traffic the following categories and group¬ 
ing of subjects have been established by Cincpoa. Category A: 
Strategic planning. Operational Planning. Allocation of forces. 
Aerological. Frequency coordination. Category B: Radar. IFF. 
Counter measures. Administrative matters. Routine Logistical 
administration. Electronic material. Category Cs action reports. 
Operation Plans. Logistic Planning. Intelligence. Area op¬ 
erational matters (all services). Combat Readiness. Fleet 
training and organization. Personnel. Public Relations. Convoy 
and routing operational matters and operational communications. 
Dispatches pertaining to items in category A are to be addressed 
Cincpac/Cincpoa Advanced Headquarters. Category B to Cincpac/ 
Cincpoa Headquarters Pearl. Category C to Cincpac Headquarters 
Pearl and Advanced Headquarters. 
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28 0040 CINCPAC ADV HQ to CINCPAC PEnRL . 

Refer Cincpac Pearl 221802. Commencing at 0000 OCT 29 January 
action will be taken by Advanced Headquarters on all matters 
contemplated by my 122322. No action will be taken here on 
despatches with date time groups of the 28th or earlier unless 
you refer them to Advanced Headquarters by procedure signal for 
action. Suggest you so refer all such despatches except those 
which require action without delay. 

30 0023 CINDSWPA to CINCFOA Info COMGENPOA. CONGENTENTHARMY. COM p HIBSPAC. 

FT SHAFTER. 

This is a partial report. Composition of 24 Corps as defined in 
Cincooa serial 00010 60 has been accepted (CX 57234)* All organi¬ 
zations defined in this serial under the 24 Corps will be attached 
immediately to 24 Corps for administrative control with the follow¬ 
ing modifications: AAA organization to remain in position until re¬ 
lieved at an early date, but not later than 22 February. All part 
companies, ammo companies, quartermaster service companies will con¬ 
tinue on present duties in support of rehabilitation and loading of 
24 Corps. 3722, 728 and 748 Signal Air Warning Comnanies will re¬ 
main on present duties pending arrival of replacements. This is 
necessary in view of the integration of these organizations in the 
Central PHILIPPINES air warning net. Constructions are now in prep¬ 
aration by GHQ SWPA to give Jffort to above. Para. General Engsvhart 
and I concur and consider our mission in this regard fully accomplished 
I plan to leave for PEARL as soon as above orders and instructions are 
published. All other matters satisfactorily concluded. From General 
Feldman. 

30 1331 WEDEMEYER to CINCPOA-FEARL Info CHENNAULT. CHENNAULT to CINCPOA ADV . 

Chennault was ihfo Cincpoa got action on Wedemeyer 300823 GCT and 
now reencryots action Cincpoa Adv. Hdqtrs. "Contemplate B29 aerial 
mining of mouth of YANGTZE RIVER west of 122 East Meridian. Request 
your concurrence. 

16 2021 CCMINCH & CNO to CINC BR PAC FLT Info CINCPAC. CIKCSOWESPAC. C0M7THFLT 
ADMIRALTY. CCMNAVEU . 

Welcome to service in the Pacific. Your 150136 . Allocations to 
meet operational requirements of CinCSWPA and CINCPOA will continue 
to be made by me in consonance with arrangements mide at QUEBEC and 
in the same manner as is now done in jy capacity as executive 
agent of the US Chiefs of Staff with respect to the US Fleet. Early 
information your 151241 on composition of units, dates of arrival 
of "Units and Authorities" in Pacific and of operational readiness 
requested. 
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01 0308 CTF 77 TO CINCSWPA TARLAC Info CINCSWPA LEYTE. CINCPAC ADV HQ . 

In his 310122 to CTF 77 info CinCSWPA and others requests for planning 
purposes estimate as to date of release of 4 BBs, Cincoac 161836 concurred 
in by Cominch 162220 contemplated retention in 7th Fleet of 4 BBs for 
"about 3 weeks"• CincSWPA 191252 indicated criterion for release date 
was "the installation of our air force on LUZON". Recommend release date 
of 5 February which coincides with inauguration of search plan J. Request 
instructionf for reply. 

CINCSWPA to CTF 77 Info GHQ SWPA (LEYTE). CINCPAC BOTH HQ. 

0 112 43 Reference your 010308. Release of 4 old battleships now protecting the 
LINGAYEN Base can not safely be contemplated until heavy bomber strength 
in force is installed in Clark Field. This is now estimated to be the end 
of February depending UDOn laying of gas line from SUBIC or MANILA BAY 
fut no exact fixed date can be given until dictated by the cited event. 

We will not have heavy bombers on LUZON until then. What will be the naval 
disposition you propose for the protection of this base if these 4 battle¬ 
ships are released under possible conditions of unfavorable weather fronts 
for air defense and the possibility of undetected night attack due to po¬ 
tential proximity of enemy fleet queryi r This harbor holds approximately 
400,000 tons of merchant shipping which figure will not materially change 
in the proximate future until our base is shifted to MANILA or SUBIC BAYS. 


02 2004 MACARTHUR to CG USAFFE Info CINCPOA BOTH HQ. CCMGSNPOA . 

CX 57472. Attention i^invited to our CX 56786 and Cincpoa's 162ipy to CincSWPi 
and Cincpoa's 290207 to ComGenPOA. In order to facilitate and expedite action 
on the numerous requests from CoraGenPOA to ComGen USAFFE for exemption of 
individuals from the general policy of the FILBAS Agreement, you are hereby 
authorized to comhynryobe (communicate ?) directly with ComGenPOA in all 
such cases involving individuals as differentiated from units or groups of 
individuals who are an integral part of a unit set up for transfer to SWPA. 

In the case of requests for exemption of units from the general policy cover- . 
i ing Amy service units. Such exemption can be made only by mutual agreement 

between CinCSWPA and Cincpoa. ' 

03 0453 CINC EASTERN FLE T to CINC US 3 AC FLT ADV. CINC US 1AC FLT REAR. Info C0M5THFLT 

FOC AIRCRAFT CARRIERS EASTERN FLT. FLAG OFFICER NAVAL AIR STATIONS AUSTRALIA. 

FUG OFFICER FLT TRAIN BR PAC FLT . 

In order to give operational flexibility it may be necessary as temporary mea¬ 
sures to replenish British CV at short notice with aircraft from US source. 

In an emergency US Hellcat and Avenger could be operated by British carriers 
if air crews were equipped with US type helmets telephones and oxygen masks. 
Corsair cannot be made interchangeable since folded height US Corsair is too 
great to be accomodated in British carriers. ( 3 ) It is therefore requested 
that 200 sets US helmets complete ear phone microphone and oxygen masks be 
supplied British Pac Fit at MANUS by 6th March in order set may be distributed 
to each CV. (4) It is not known whether reciprocal arrangements would also n 
prove practicable. 

06 1307 CINCPAC AD HQ. to CINCSWPA Info C0M5THFLT . 

Reference by request for Com5thFlt to visit CASIGURAN SOUND and your concur¬ 
rence. Request that as early as practicable you have made reconnaissance of 
that general area and advise me as to presence of enemy forces or installa¬ 
tions including mines in the v cinity and as to the feasibility of its use 
as a fleet anchorage. 2744 
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06 1815 GHQ, SWP to CINCPOA. CG CHINA THEATER APO 879. CG CHINA THEATER REAR ECHELON. 

HXT 627. CG 14TH AF. C0M5THFLT LANDOPS. 1ST AUST ARMY. COMGSN 6 TH US ARMY. 

COMGEN 8 TH US ARMY. CO: DR ANF f'.VASATCH-TOLCSA-HOLLANDlA). CTF 73. COLOR ALLIED 

AF ADV ECH. CG 20TH BQKCQM. CG 21ST BOKCCL ADV SCH GHQ . 

CX 57746 , Reference our CX 57595 too 041534 GCT. Conditions airfields on 
LUZON due to heavy rains caused following changes in initiation of search Plan 
Jj sectors from MOROTAI, MINDORA, DAKYIN and sectors J, K and L from LEYTE 
will be initiated on 7 February. LEYTE sectors OP and Q will be flown begin¬ 
ning 10 February. Sectors 1 through 9 of search plan H will be flown from 
LEYTE until LINGAYSN fields are onerational. You will be notified at an early 
date when entire search nlan J is in effect, HacArthur. 

08 0314 CINCSWPA (ADV ECH GHQ) to CINCPOA. C0M7THFLT Info GHQ, SWAP. CINCUS FLEET . 

-top \rc. CAX- 50326 . In view of Para 2 of your 060758 Drovidir.g strategic naval cover 
of LINGAYEN Base I have directed 7th Fleet to comply with request of Para 
All these shins and all others which have oarticipated in the operations 
have performed splendidly and fully maintained the highest traditions of 
the Navy. I am very oroud and grateful to have had their invaluable assis¬ 
tance in this vital campaign. 

08 1350 ARMY TRANSPORT COM. WASH DC (KRISTOFFERSON AND ATKINSON) to ATC HICKAM FIELD 

Info CINCPOA BOBH HQ . 

Oceania Air Traffic Control Plan as outlined in your letter dtd 6 Jan 1945 has 
been annroved by Gen. Arnold and by memo Admiral King has been so advised. 

Your APE directed to report to Cincooa for temporary duty assuming the respons¬ 
ibility to establish overall policies and procedures with regard to the opera¬ 
tion and expansion of oceanic air traffic control centers in the Pacific. You 
subordinate officers in charge of each center will report to the respective 
area or sub area command with regard to air traffic control problems which are 
peculiar to the respective area. Problems of the area or sub area commands 
which may affect the overall policies and procedures will be referred to you 
for appropriate action. In case of tactical emergency your subordinates will 
report to the area com;.and concerned. Advise if this clarifies the oceanic 
air traffic control situation in the Pacific area. 

09 0300 CINCSWPA to C0U7THFLT. Info NAV 0 A 0 AT -ANUS. ADMIRALTY IS.. COMINGH. CINCPOA 

C CNB MANUS. GHQ SWPA . 

When operating as part of the United States Pacific Fleet the British Pacific 
Fleet will use facilities at MANUS on same basis as United States ships and 
logistics support being as arranged by Cincpac. Para. Commander Allied 
Naval Forces or Com7thFlt will not provide personnel or material for construc¬ 
tion or for other facilities nor allocate land areas unless specifically author¬ 
ized by th*i headquarters. Service involving British Pacific Fleet as an 
independent entity in its relatiohship with the Southwest Pacific Area should 
deal directly with the Commander in Chief Southwest Pacific Area in all matters 
of policy such as those aoreanented in your 080121. None of the matters to 
which you refer has been submitted to this headquarters and the Commander in 
Chief has no previous knowledge of them. The only information possessed by 
this headquarters was conveyed in verbal statement by Cincpoa to effect that 
British Pacific Fleet when operating as a part of the United States Pacific 
Fleet would avail itself of anchorage facilities at MANUS with all logistic 
support being provided by BRF Train and that same facilities would be provided 
at' ESPIRITU SANTO. 2745 
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09 0706 C0M7THFLT to CTG 77.2 Info CINCSWPA TARLAC & LEYTE. CINCPOA BOTH HQ. CO BATRON 1 

COMSERVPAC. COMDESPAC. ALL TF AND TG COMS 7THFLT. C0M7THFLT REAR ECH. COMAAF. 

COI'IAF 5 & 13. COM 308 & 309 BOMWIHG. 

TG 77.2 R.Adm. Weyler in PENNSYLVANIA. MISSISSIPPI. ComBatDiv 4 in vVEST 
VIRGINIA. COLORADO. ComDesRon 6 in MAURY. GRIDLEY. MCCALL. ZARD. STEVENS. 
DASHIELL. Depart LINGAYEN GULF 10 February nroceed via standard route ELEPHANT 
and CARIBOU to LEYTE. SOA 15 knots. Upon arrival fuel all DDs. You are author 
ized to retain 1 DD at LINGAYEN to receive mail for ships your Task Group ar¬ 
riving accordance ComSerForVthFleet 071151 not tq&ll. DD to rejoin Task Group 
at earliest nracticable time. Para. R.Adm. Weyler authorized to shift flag 
to MISSISSIPPI at discretion. Para. At LEYTE form TU 77.2.6 PENNSYLVANIA 
STEVENS DASHIELL. From LEYTE TG 77.2 proceed via approximate direct route to 
ULITHI. TU 77.2.6 proceed via route BUFFALO to MANUS. Upon arrival desti¬ 
nation TG 77.2 and TU 77.2.6 dissolved. All ships report Cincpac for duty. 

Para. Upon departure above ships from LINGAYEN remaining ships of present 
TG 7X2 redesignated as TU 77.3.5 orders by separate despatch. 

U 0043 CINCFOA ADV HQ to CINC BPF Info CINCSWPA. COMINCH. C0M7THFLT . 

Until operational allocations units British Pacific Fleet are announced by 
Cominch desire defer arrangements for anchorages forward of MANUS but to pro¬ 
ceed with those for MANUS as expeditiously as practicable an assumption they 
will be necessary under concept ray 110045 to CINCSWPA. Request by dispatch 
your detailed requirements for berths and shore facilities at MANUS in¬ 
cluding approximate date each project and estimate of officers men and con¬ 
struction required, 

11 0045 CINCPAC ADV HQ to CINCSWPA (ADV HQ) Info COMINCH. CINCBPF. C0M7THFLT. CG FEAF . 

Para 1. Your 100850 see Cominch 092141. The provisions of NF-1 all of which 
were read by Lieut. Gen. Sutherland at LEYTE on 27 December include the fol¬ 
lowing "Arrangements will be made by Cincpac for the use of MANUS by the 
British Pacific Fleet for anchorage and carrier aircraft as rapidly as cir¬ 
cumstances permit". The "anchorage" requirements will be covered by separate 
dispatch. Para 2. The initial arrangements needed for carrier aircraft are 
envisioned as similar to those planned at advanced anchorages in the Central 
Pacific; namely, "augmenting the American pools and their personnel with 
British aircraft and personnel". Later however it will be necessary that the 
British Fleet have shore facilities for refresher training of carrier pilots, 
for staging replacement air groups and for aircraft maintenance and repair. 

The date at which any existing air strip can be released at MANUS for these 
purposes should be determined by CINCSWPA. Early advice on this point is re¬ 
quested. Para 3. Request your concurrence in general concept of foregoing 
after which I will submit to you or such headquarters as you may designate 
a more detailed program covering aviation facilities for British Fleet at 
MANUS. 
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11 0144 CatAIRPAC ADMIN to CIKCPAC ADV Info C0M1STCARTASKF0R. C0M5THFLT.CINCPAC 

PEARL. GOMCARDIV 7 . 

Recommend: (a) CV SARATOGA resume training duties. A large carrier capable 
of exercising CVG's in group operations at PEARL prior combat assignment 
is an urgent requirement. This phase of training is iranracticable with 
CVEs now in CarTrainRonPac. Unless a CV is available replacement groups 
cannot be made fully ready for combat. (B) Night group composed of CV 
ENTERPRISE plus 1 CV9 (ESSEX) as designated by ComlstCarTaskFor preferably 
WASP, ESSEX, YHRKTGVN or HANCOCK due imminent relief of assigned air groups. 
Assign to selected CV night group now in SARATOGA. (C) COWPENS and CABOT 
require return for yard availability due to poor material condition and 
CVL MONTEREY will be unavailable due to recent damage. INDEPENDENCE re¬ 
quires about 3 weeks availability and BATAAN 10 days prior further assign¬ 
ment. 



13 0620 CINCPOA ADV HQ. to COMAIRPAC, COMGLMAAFPOA, CQMF.'.DAREACENPAC. Info 

COMAIRPACSUBCOMFORD. COMGENAAFPOA ADMIN. COHGENPOA. ISCOM SAIPAN. CINCFOA 

PEARL. 




In order to provide as soon as possible staging facilities for 3 reserve 
carrier air groups in the MARIANAS and to maintain their combat efficiency, 
confirming conference agreement between Cincpoa, ComGenAAFPOA and ComFwdArea 
the following plan will be implemented. Para 1. The 30th Bomb Group will 
be returned to the HAWAIIAN ISLANDS prior to 1 March 1945 leaving soace 
for 1 carrier air gro#.p at KOBLER FIELD. ComAirPac will furnish acorn 
and CASU (F) to support this group and operate field to arrive as soon as 
possible after March 1st. Housekeeping facilities of 30th Bomb Group will 
remain as may be arranged between ComGenAAFPOA and ComAirPac. Para 2. 

In order to make room for 2 reserve carrier groups at KAGMAN POINT the 
6th night fighter squadron will be moved to KOBLER FIELD when the JIB 
Fighter Group moves forward about 4 May 1945 and the P-38 component of the 
318 Group will be retired. ComAirPac will provide Acorn and double CASU (F) 
to support these 2 carrier groups and operate field. Additional housing 
and facilities will be necessary at KAGMAN FT. Para 3. Carrier groups 
will be required to furnish fighters for air defense of SAIPAN-TINIAN 
area similar to provisions of aircraft operating policy and doctrine, 
Hawaiian Area, Cincrac-Cincnoa serial 06295 dated 7 Nov 1944. Para 4. 

KAGMAN POINT FIELD and KOBLER FIELD will at dates to be announced later 
become Naval Air Bases under the type command responsibility of ComAirPac. 
Para 5« Previous plans for MARPI POINT remain firm. Para 6. AGANA FIELD 
will not be used for carrier aircraft after 1 March and 11th Bomb Group 
will remain at Depot Field until staged forward. 
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15 l6 5° COMGEN 6TH ARMY to C0M7THFLMET Info CINCSW1A. CCLI7THFHIB. G2 ADV EGH . 

Cite tVL 2A47. Reference recco CASIGURAN SOUND your 131244 GCT. No 
US garrison at present located BALER BAY# However our patrols have watched 
BALER and found no enemy activity. Lt. Chandley with BLAMO Scout Team of 
9 men and several guerillas familiar with CASIGURAN area will be ready 
to come aboard at town of BALER beginning 19 M£L and accompany task unit 
to CASIGURAN area and conduct reconnaissance. No info available from 
guerrilla sources on enemy strength or defenses CASIGURAN area. Jap 
garrison in that area if any not believed in excess 30 to 100. 

16 0219 ALUSNA MOSCay to UNO. AMCON VLADIVOSTOK; CNO passed to 00MN0RPAC CGKSUEP AC 

(141420) CirC^AC-OlNCPQA GOTH H~ ---’--- * 

Following received from Soviet Naval Staff: "7/inter conditions of naviga¬ 
tion in the uKHOTSK SEA are often bound up with drifting on the ice and 
for that reason with the possibility that Soviet transports may deviate 
from the established route and be carried together with the ice into the 
Pacific Ocean through 1 of the Straits of the KURILE Chain, therefore 
please take these circumstances into account when issuing instructions 
to the Commanding Officers of the American warships and aircraft operating 
in these regions with the view of avoiding the consequences of erroneously 
identifying Soviet vessels with those of another nation only on account 
of their deviating from the established route or their being involuntarily 
in Japanese territorial waters off the inland of HOKKAIDO sea the islands 
of the KURILa Chain and the GULF OF AZOV. In particular at the present 
time the Soviet vessels LIKTH PRAL and TEREK are under threat of being 
carried into the Pacific Ocean together with the ice through the southern 
straits ol the KURILS Chain. In case these vessels are carried out into 
the Pacific Ocean they were ordered to return to the OKHOTSK SEA through 
the FRIK STRAIT". 

160530 COMGENAAFFOA to CINCPOA ADV HQ . 

0233. The War Department has refused to provide personnel specifically 
to staff an Air Base Command in an area in which there is also stationed 
a senior air echelon, as the senior air command present, with his staff, 
is readily able to absorb this function. Station complement squadrons 
and or service groups are provided by the Amy Air Forces to man air bases. 
The individual air bases can be commanded by the senior air officer present 
who may be either the Commanding Officer of a service group or the Comr- 
manding Officer of the station complement squadroh. Par the present bulk 
allotment of officers and enlisted men from the War Department to ASFPOA 
is insufficient to furnish either air base commanders, or to provide va¬ 
cancies in the desired grades to augment the Island Commander staffs for 
this purpose. Par it is recommended that Island or Area Commanders in 
this theater exercise their command responsibilities for Army Air Bases 
through the Commander of the senior air echelon present. The senior air 
echelon commander will accomplish the administration and operation of air 
bases by utilization of assigned forces and staffs. 
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17 0557 CINCPOA ADV I A* bo CG-EWDAIEA IaTo CCMOENF: Y-AC. CINCPOA PEARL. CC’ 'GEN2ND-.ARDV 

SCOM SAIPAN. 


Request survey to determine feasibility improving infantry combat training 
facilities for Marine Division at SAIPAN. ComGen 2nd MarDiv 160347. Use of 
SAIPAN as rehabilitation area for 1 Marine Division will continue indefin¬ 
itely. 

17 0608 ClilCPAC ADV IIy to liLPAC Info CCMIIICK. JIIiCBrF . 

This is Gincpac number 5. Whenever units of the British Pacific Fleet 
are involved include the Secretary of the Admiralty Whitehall London 
and the CinC British PacFlt in the distribution of copies of operation 
plans and orders for the specific operations and corresponding operational 
reoorts. 

17 064S CINCPOA ADV HA to CONGEEPOA Info CCPE./DAREA.CIHC ’CA EARL. ISCOH SAIPAN . 

Para 1. Your 150527. Project approved in principle with the understanding 
that as much as possible of the training of Amy replacements will be 
accomplished before they arrive in the forward area and that training in 
forward area will be that which is essential to their readiness for opera¬ 
tions definitely in prospect. Para 2. At earliest convenience request 
you submit to me by letter complete description requested by my 110046 and 
also copy of policy referred to in your 150527. 

17 1220 CILCPAC ADV Pit, to C0H7THFLT Info COMINCH, SUPERS . 

Your 160443 proposes to Cominch reassignment of Commodore Moran who by my 
records is assigned to Pacific Fleet and is type commander for Motor Tor¬ 
pedo Boats, Pacific. That fact was taken into account in ray proposal to 
temporarily send MTB's from FELELIU to LEYTE. Your 290733 May 1944 recom¬ 
mended permanent assignment Moran to 7th Fleet but Cominch 302047 May 
stated he was there on temporary but indefinite basis. Please clear 
through me any recommendations concerning redisposal of Cincpac personnel 
and ships that may be temporarily under your command. 

14 0541 COMBENPOA to 'WAR DEPT Info COPGENSFPQE. COMGSHbPBC. ClPCPOACREAR PALLED ADV) 

RJ 51521-13'fH. Basic Flan as outlined in War Dept radio WARX 26872, date 
time group 260022Z January 1945 is subject. Bases in the MARIANAS are 
already taxed to the maximum in handling VLR units, base units, and Army 
and Marine troops presently being staged in that area or scheduled for re¬ 
turn there. Establishment of bases in the PHILIPPINES in sufficient time 
to handle a large volume of redeployed troops is not presently assured. 

It is considered that redeployment of forces from other theaters and from 
the United States will be well under way by the time that the objectives 
to be taken in the immediate future by Pacific Ocean Areas Forces are se¬ 
cured and have been developed to the extent necessary to accommodate re¬ 
deployed troops and from there issued equipment for missions that may be 
assigned to such troops. Air Corps units currently being sent to the Pacific 
Ocean Areas are already taxing our facilities on island bases to the lirait, 
and those Army Air Force units presently arriving are only a small part of 
the total air units ’whose deployment is planned for this area. The islands 
of the HAWAIIAN group are the only bases in the Pacific Ocean Areas that 
are sufficiently organized and established to handle issues to any 
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-Continuation- 

appreciable number of redeployed trooos in the manner proposed by you. It 
is not considered desirable or nracticable to fuimel ail redeployed troops 
through the HMAIIAN Group base. Moreover, it is emphasized that in order 
to place any burden of redeployment on the HAWAIIAN Group, it is essential 
that adequate service troops be sent to that area in sufficient time to 
re—open facilities that have been placed in standby or near standby condi¬ 
tion due to the fact that service troops previously manning these k i 


installations have been displaced forward to take part in operations cur¬ 
rently under way or planned for the djaraediate future. Such service troops 
must be brought to the HAV/AIIAN Area sufficiently far in advance of other 
troops to have completed all necessary preparations of areas for the receipt 
of supplies and equipment. If these conditions can be met in the HAWAIIAN 
Group, it may be possible to receive a limited number of redeployed units 
in the HAWAIIAN Area, but it must be emphasized that service troops must ar¬ 
rive prior to other troops, and that equipment for standard type organiza¬ 
tions must be pre-shipped in its entirety in sufficient time to be available 
for redeployed troops upon their arrival, as depot Stocks in the Pacific 
Ocean Areas are insufficient to make complete issues of T/E including 
MMSR items to units arriving without such equipment, and norma}, measures 
for supply of MMSR items do not operate fast enough to insure pre-supply. 

War Department plan as proposed is not believed to be practicable for 
general application in the Pacific Ocean Areas and frequent changes in 
operational destinations of Army, Marine and Naval units which in the past 
have proven to be normal, make the adoption of such a plan exceedingly 
dangerous from the supply standpoint. It must also be pointed out that the 
adoption of War Department plan will require large stockpiles of equipment 
and supplies on each island base in the Pacific Ocean Areas. Redeployed 
troops will be used in operations in the Pacific Ocean Areas either in the 
actual assault on enemy held territory or will be part of the early gar¬ 
rison shipments for newly captured islands or land masses. It is not be¬ 
lieved feasible to issue equipment and supplies as proposed by War Departmenl 
under these conditions. Therefore, adequate facilities must be provided 
on the Mainland to permit a substantial portion of redeployed troops to be 
mounted (with prescribed equipment and supplies including ammunition) and 
combat or convoy loaded in the United States to go directly to the target. 

In the ^articular case of the South Pacific Area where units are moving 
direct to the Southwest Pacific Area, an agreement has been reached between 
the 2 theaters concerned, that units so destined for movement will move with 
full T/E insofar as shipping soace permits. Any change of this procedure to 
agree with part 4 of the referenced radio at this late date is considered 
undesirable, war Department plan under no circumstances can be placed in 
effect immediately in this theater and, insofar as it affects general pur¬ 
pose vehicles, it is believed that the proper stockage point for these ve¬ 
hicles is the west coast of the United States and not within the theater. 

In view of the statements made above, this headquarters can not concur in 
Plan A or B in part 3 of your radio at this time. 
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16 1500 CNO to GIN GPL A BOTH HQ . 

House appropriations Committee considering rebuilding and rehabilitating 
GUAM with view to using achievements there as reason for extension Naval 
administration to other islands. It is requested that CNO be furnished 
by 1 March if practicable information concerning character and extent your 
projects and their effect on Civil Affairs in GUAM during periods of (A) 
Military operations and (.BJ Post-war activities including following subjects: 
(1) Removal of war damage debris. (2) Relocation of civil population. (.3J 
Restoration of dwellings and other buildings public and private. (.4} Build¬ 
ing of roads expansion and relocation of government structures and public 
works for both military activities and island government. (5) Acquisition of 
and compensation for land required for above. [6) Reestablishment of former 
economic and cultural institutions, civil government and civil courts includ¬ 
ing list of any proclamations concerning use or non-use of civil courts. 

13 0624 CINCPAC ADV HQ. to COMGENPACDIV-ATC (OINC OATC) Info CQMHATSPAC . 

In order that Cincpac Advance Headquarters be kept informed of cases where 
aircraft under your flight control are missing, overdue beyond fuel endur¬ 
ance or lost request that GATC furnish following information by dispatch: 

(A) Report point of departure and time. ETA and destination. (B) If over¬ 
due and presumed lost give pertinent details. (C) Wheqifeearch is instigated 
inform Cincpac when plane is located or presumed lost. Forward by airmail- 
gram list of passengers in cases where aircraft is declared lost. 

13 1220 CTF 52 to CTP 51. Info CINCPAC ADV Hu. C0M5T1IFLT . 

Though weather has not permitted complete expenditure of entire ammunition 
allowance and more installations can be found and destroyed with 1 more day 
of b aabardnent I believe landing can be accomplished tomorrow as scheduled 
if necessary. I recommend however special attention before and during land¬ 
ing to flanks and east coast of island with neutralizing fire and white 
phosohorus projectiles immediately available if required. Amplifying re¬ 
port follows immediately. 

18 2215 C0M5THFLT to CINCPAC .ADV HQ Info ALL TG COLIDRS 5THFLT . 

1st report of TOKYO strike. Task Force approach completely undetected and 
target area was not alerted until strikes neared targets. Weather condition! 
both days low clouds and squalls over Task Force making extremely difficult 
flying conditions. Bad to unsatisfactory over target with much of target 
area completely closed in. Results of 2 days strike 332 enemy aircraft shot 
down, 177 destroyed on ground, mny others probably destroyed or damaged 
including at least 150 1st day. KLBCAAS shops and installations destroyed 
at many airfields and air depots. Ota Aircraft Plant effectively hit by 1 
snqll strike. Mushashimo Tama and Tashikawa Engine Plants each well hit by 
1 Task Group strike. Bombing apparently excellent. 16 Feb. 9 coastal ves¬ 
sels sunk 1 DD 2 DE 1 AK. 20 coastal vessels damaged. TOKYO BAY Area closed 
in most of time preventing large percentage of strikes reaching assigned air 
field targets. 17 February 1 CWL or CVE at YOKOHAMA hit with 6 quarter ton 
bombs set afire down at bow and rolled over on side apparently resting on 
bottom, 2 coastal vessels damaged. Increasingly bad weather 17th and fore¬ 
cast of same for 13th dictated cancellation of plans for continuation of 
strike and retirement was started after recovery of early afternoon sweeps 
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18 2215 CCM5THFLT to CDICPAC ADV HO. Info ALL TG CQHDRS FIFTHFLEET (CONT'D) 


17th. Total air losses both days:- Gombat 49 aircraft 40 pilots 6 crewmen. 
Operational - 21 aircraft 5 pilots 4 crewmen. No report on lifeguard re¬ 
coveries. No attacks reached our surface forces and no damage to our surface 
ships from enemy action. Special combat air patrol stationed over destroyer 
picket line between our force and TOKYO destroyed the few Japanese planes 
that followed our returning strikes. BARTON (DD722) and INGRAHAM (DD694) 
in collision causing extensive damage to BARTON bow limiting speed to 12 
knots. Minor da;:iage to INGRAHAM. WALDRON (DD 699 ) sustained minor damage 
to bow in ramming enemy picket boat night 17th. Ramming necessitated by 
range too close for firing with picket boat changing course toward center of 
task group. DORTCH (DD 670) previously slightly damaged 3 killed 7 wounded 
by gunfire from same picket boat. BARTON, INGRAHAM, WALDRON proceeding 
independently SAIPAN SOA 12 as Task Unit 58.4.9. Numerous enemy picket 
boats destroyed during night retirement 17th-18th. Com ents. Airmanship 
of our pilots under hazardous flying conditions superb. Jap planes not ag¬ 
gressive and avoided our fighters about 2000 planes or dummies on fields 
in TOKYO area. No shortage planes but possible shortage pilots or gasoline. 
To ridicule Jap superstition that weather is their infallible friend suggest 
publicity to effect that weather operated against them and allowed undetected 
approach and 2 days attack by our forces without damage to us in near vicin¬ 
ity TOKYO. I have sent following despatch to TF 58. "Congratulations to 
all hands on a superlatively well done job. Only courage skill and intelli¬ 
gent teamwork by every member of Task Force 58 could have produced these 
historic results in spite of opposition by both enemy and weather. I know 
that our future operations will hurt the enemy even more". Para. Commander 
5th Fleet and CTF 58 desire express appreciation for cooperation and assist¬ 
ance provided by 21st Bomber Command all submarines Pacific and Task Group 
50.5. Para. Today's operations. Topping off DD's. Anti picket boat 
sweeps. Deck load strike by 2 Task Groups on CHICHI JiLIA. 




19 0150 CTF 51 to (J0M5THFLT Info CINCPAC BOTH HQ. TF CCHDRS 5TH FLEET . 

This is summary number 1. Following intense naval gunfire and air 
bombardment 5thFhibCorps landed as scheduled. 8 Battalions supported by 
tanks landed by 1020. Little opposition was met initially though some 
mortar and artillery fire at LST's and boats. Mortar and artillery fire 
developed on all beaches particularly on BLUE and YELLOW. Several LVT|s 
or tanks and LSH 74 and 211 hit. 6 tanks and elements of the 27 th Marines 
reached southern edge of airfield by 1030. Front lines 1100 TA 1 in from 
TX-14 7 DIO-14 8 FBD-164 XYT-165 PVWN-166 FCD. Left flank battalion 5th 
MarDiv TA 0RY3 2 C to 14 SJ ENN T. Regimental reserves being landed. 
Personnel casualties moderate. Enemy strong on right flank. Para. 
Situation considered favorable. Para. GAMBLE and 3LESSMAN hit last 
night by bogbs. Casualties heavy. Will tow to SAIPAN. 

19 0531 CINCPOA ADV Hu to CINCSWPA.CINCBPF.C0M7THFLT. Info C0UNCH . 

Com7thFlt's 171028 concerns arrangements for use ofLEYTE Area by British 
Pacific Fleet. My 110043 states iry desire to defer arrangements for 
anchorages forward of 1ANU3 until operational allocations are announced 
by Cominch whose 092141 indicates his assumption that such arrangements 
will be made by me. 
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19 0539 CINCPOA ADV HQ to CNO Info CINCPOA PEARL HQ. COM7THFLT. COMINCH . 


ReT UR 0/19^b # Although some undesirable delay will ensue in dredging 
program at GUAM as well as some decrease in dredging capacity Tor planned 
operations am agreeable in interests of overall war effort to loaning 
dredges NORFOLK and LOUISIANA to Coa7thFlt until about 15 Sept provided 
you orocure replacement dredges of si m ilar characteristics. Request esti¬ 
mated dates of arrival this theatre. Dredges MCT.7ILLIAMS and NEEBER or 
dredges of similar types and capacities considered satisfactory replace¬ 
ments. If you concur I can order both dredges together with crews and 
attendant plant including first 2 dump scows to arrive from mainland direct 
from FRAY to ULGD. Before any such orders are issued however, it is im¬ 
portant that definite arrangements be made for replacements and for ultimat 
return of dredges NORFOLK and LOUISIANA Jas I have no reserve to cover 
possible losses in coming operations and no operating dredgeB for opera¬ 
tions scheduled late this year. It is infeasible for me to follow sug¬ 
gestion of your 071938 to integrate dredging requirements POA and SWPAC 
as I am without authority in that area and am incompletely infomed as to 
their requirements. In view foregoing request you make arrangements for 
replacements mentioned above and irescribe date for return of dredges to 
Cincpae. 

19 0823 CINCIOA ADV Hu, to ALPGA Info COMINCH . 

The officers and men of the First Carrier Task Force of the Pacific Fleet 
have dealt the enemy a crushing blow which will long be remembered. The 
same courage, skill and teamwork which enabled our carrier pilots to de¬ 
stroy the enemy in bad weather over TOKYO are now being displayed by the 
forces which are taking 1/0 ISLAND only 660 miles from TOKYO. They will 
also fcring success when our troops land in JAPAN itself covered and sup¬ 
ported by the ever increasing power of our air forces and of the guns of 
the Fleet. Para. To those brave officers and men who have been and are 
in combat and also to those whose support and assistance in rear areas are 
essential to their success 'Well Donel". 

19U29 CTF 93 to CINCPOA ADV H„ Info CTF 94. 21st BomCom.ConGenRAFPOA.CTF 96. 

CTG 50.5. 7thBomCom. 7th Air Force.ComGen 73rd Bom in;;. ComFX/ 2. CO-'AIRPAC 

C0M5TK7LT. CTU 50.5.3. 313th BOICING. 

Over 17/0 4-5000 feet went 44 Libs with centuries to bomb defense installa¬ 
tions N of E boat basing and bivouac area north of crater. 14 Libs put 
90 percent bombs in target area 10 percent unobserved. 2nd squadron on 
first run over target did not drop due clouds. Requested permission for 
2nd run denied by surface control and planes directed return to base with 
bombs. 3rd squadron arrived target late due faulty navigation did not drop 
bombs. 1 Navy Lib obtained photo and- movie coverage of bombardment and 
landing. 9 Libs dropped 180100 pound on SUSAKI airfield 181215 GCT to 
182010 GCT. 36 bombs had 6 hour delay 36 more had 12 hour delay. 1 Lib 
bombed fire north shore FUTAMI K0. results night snooper Libs unobserved. 


2753 





















-WfTiTT 

FEBRUARY (GOT ) 

19 1143 CINCPAC ADV to CINCS’.,PA Info C0L7THFLT. CQIlF.fflAREACEIJTlAC. CL CRAG PLuRL 

COILffiSCARSUBAREA. G01AARGILJ. 

The routing of PHILIPPINE destined shipping through the Central Pacific 
to KOSSOL is causing unnecessary delays. The reasons for this situation 
are (A) The scarcity of available escorts. (B) The unfavorable conditions 
at KOSSOL ranking call up from ULITKI necessary. (C) The addition of POA 
shipping to this route and (D) The added delay of forming convoys from 
ULITHI to KOSSOL. To relieve this situation it is proposed that all ship¬ 
ping oroceeding to or from LEYTE through the Central Pacific shall stage 
through ULITHI instead of KOSSOL. This plan appears doubly desirable in 
view of:(A) The probable reduction in net defenses at KOSSOL as a result 
of net deterioration and lack of replacement nets and (B) The saving in' 
time from somewhat shorter distance, entering anchorage, reforming, etc. 
Para. To effect the departure of a convoy from both LEYTE and ULITHI 
every 6 days by this plan it is estimated that 6 escorts must be employed 
using two escorts for each convoy with a 2 day turn around period at each 
end and 2 escorts constantly inoperative for upkeep. The proportionate 
volume of shipping indicates that for the time being Com7thFleet should pro¬ 
vide 4 of the escorts required and that ComFwdArea provide 2. Further pro¬ 
pose that a PHILIPPINE SEA escort commander with an appropriate 7th Fleet 
Task Unit designation be appointed by Com7thFleet who will control the 
ODeration and upkeep of all 6 escorts. Escorts would be ordered to report 
for temporary operational control to the task unit coraiaander thus estabf* 
lished and to be replaced on a ship for ship basis by Com7thFleet or by 
ComFwdArea at their discretion. This arrangement to continue so long as 
profitable to each of the Commanders concerned and to be terminated by 
either commander at such time as the shipping interests of his area no 
longer demand this mutual assistance. Request your comment as early as 
practicable. 

19 1144 GIHCPAG ADV Hto CINCG’.Vi'A lino CClUNCH. CO. 7 I ALT. CIHC -AC EARL HQ. 

UrDis 180347 not to all. Agreements reached at HOLLANDIA conference of 21 
September 1944 and restated in my 280110 of September of higher classifica¬ 
tion prescribed that SWPA shipping would be moved forwarded on call from 
SWPA command. Your 240225 of Nov and 090348 of DEC and ray replies of 250215 
of Nov and 120106 of Dec established SWPA regulating officer at KOSSOL 
ROADS who would be responsible for calling forward SWPA shipping at ENI- 
WETfflK and ULITHI to meet schedules set forth by Commanding General 6th 
Army. Once call forward is requested by SWPA regulating officer shipping 
has been and will continue to be moved forward to regulating port with all 
possible dispatch. . In this connection see ray dis 191143 not to all suggest¬ 
ing use of ULITHI instead of KOSSOL. Receipt of info requested by Com7thFlt 
150715 should insure ability to institute call forward sufficient tine to 
meet logistic requirements in PHILIPPINES. Welcome any suggestion from 
you as to procedure for exoediting movement of ships. 
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20 0728 CINCFOA ADV HQ to RDO WASHINGTON Info COMINCH. SSCNAV . 

The Honorable Sara Rayburn, Speaker of the House of Renresentatives, 
Washington, D.C.: My heartfelt thanks for the message of congratulations 
just received from the House of Representatives to the officers and men of 
The United States Pacific Fleet and Pacific Ocean Areas. V/e are enormously 
proud to have the confidence and encouragement of the House. There exists 
with us a keen awareness that our achievements can be traced back to those 
who were instrumental in providing us with the means to outshoot, outfight 
and overpower the enemy. The victories we are winning in Japanese home 
waters had their genesis on Main Street and in the Halls of Congress. We 
are profoundly grateful for this continued generous and enthusiastic sup¬ 
port. Your heartening message was transmitted at once to everyone under 
my command. Signed C.W. NIMITZ, Fleet Admiral, U.S. Navy, Commander in 
Chief, Pacific Fleet and Pacific Ocean Areas. 

20 1421 CINCFOA ADV HO to COMF.YDAREA. COMMARGILSAR5A Info PD EHIWETOK. PD ULITHI . 

PD K0SS0L. SCOFA. CINCFOA PEARL HQ. CINCSWgA. 

In every convoy to the westward include all Southwest Pacific shipping now 
in part or enroute which is destined for LEYTE. Such shipping will no 
longer be held awaiting call forward unless specifically directed by Cincpoa. 
Convoys routed direct from ENIWETOK or ULITHI to LEYTE shall include SWPAC 
shipping to destination. CinCSWPA will escort own shipping departing 
K0SS0L for LEYTE. Expedite movement all possible. 

20 0925 CG LANFOR to CTF 56 Info CTU 56.2.1, CTU 56.2.2. CTG 56.3. RCT 21. ADC 
3RD MARDIV . 

This is part 1 ray 200925. This is ray dis summary from 1800 Feb 19 to 1800 
Feb 20. During night of D-Day 11 DD's 2 CA*s and 2 LCI mortar units sup¬ 
ported the Corps. A total of 145,000 rounds of 4.2 mortar was fired. 

Night activity characterized by intermittent mortar and arty fire falling 
on both divs. At 2315 enemy attempted to infiltrate our lines on west 
coast by landing barge in zone of 28 Mars but were repulsed. At about 0345 
1 battalion enemy counter attacked across airfield No. 1 but were repulsed 
by RCT 27. Divs commenced a coordinated attack at 0830 preceded by air, 
arty, and NGF preparation and by 1200 had advanced about 500 yards to the 
north while RCT 28 had made gains of about 200 yards against SURIBACHI 
Mountain to the south. Intermittent mortar, arty and rocket fire fell on 
tropps during the morning, especially on beaches GREEN RED, and BLUE 1. 

During the early afternoon 4th MarDiv beaches received very heavy concen¬ 
trated arty. fire. Our arty situation had improved by noon and 4 complete 
Bns and halves of 2 other Bns were ashore and firing in support of the 
attack. Slight gains were made during the afternoon against increasing 
resistance. Fighting against heavy resistance the total advance of the day 
was approximately 800 yards in 5th MarDiv*s zone of action and from 200 to 
800 yards in the 4th MarDiv*s zone of action. 11 DDs, 4 CAs and 5 BBs 
supported the attack throughout the day. 
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20 2305 CINCPOA ADV HQ, to COM5THFLT. CG'AIHPAC Info CTF 51. CTF 58. CINCPOA PEARL. 

COMINCH. COMCARDIV 7. 

Part 1. Following plan vd.ll be followed to provide for night fighters 
and also accelerated carrier training during 1st Phase of next operation. 
(A) SARA TOGA vd.ll be returned to ComCarTrainRon immediately upon com¬ 
pletion use in present operation. (B) INDEPENDENCE and BATAAN will arrive 
ULITHI with standard groups not later than 13 March. (C) ComAirPac will 
equip temporarily the 1st ESSEX Class carrier practicable to send for¬ 
ward from FEARL with a night group, using units now in SARATOGA at dis¬ 
cretion. Para 2. ComAirPac nominate carrier for purpose in SubPara 1(C) 
above and advise probable date of joining Task Force 58 . 


21 0306 CINCPAC PEARL HQ to CNO (DNTS) Info CINCPAC ADV. C0MGENP0A . 


The practice indicated in WARX 31359-3rd of the War Dept issuing instruc¬ 
tions to subordinate commands in this theater which affect employment of 
shipping within the theater is considered to be at variance with policy 
set forth in JCS 100345 Dec. The 1st reference did not include Cincpoa 
as an adee and its implementation without Cincpoa's knowledge has caused 
the embarrassing situation indicated ComGenSoPacBaCom 080456 and Cincpoa 
110104. Concur in the objective sought by the 1st reference but does 
not concur in the method of implementation established therein. Request 
this be brought to attention Chief of Transportation ASF. 



21 0500 CTF 51 to C0M5THFLT Info CINCPAC BOTH HQ. ALL TFCs PIFTHFLEET . 

Summary No. 5 211200. Para. Landing Force resumed attack 0810 objec¬ 

tive capture of airfield No. 2 the 0-2 line and slopes of MT SURIBACHI. 

The advance is being met with heavy machine gun, sniper and mortar fire. 
Para. During the night 20-21 only minor ground activity was reported. 
Numerous attempts at infiltration made along entire front but were unsuc¬ 
cessful. A local counter attack supported by several tanks and artillery 
was made against the Corps left flank at 2015 but repulsed by RCT 27. 

Small arras mortar artillery fire and sporadic rocket fire continued against 
our front. Numerous enemy defense installations require taking by indi¬ 
vidual trooo action. Para. Our lines as of 1145 K (-10) reported as 
follows: From TA 132 R to 131 E thence along west coast to 197 Y thence 
198 UX south edge. 181 E 182 K 182 MJ to 166 D. Para. 1st estimate of 
casualties as of 21 0800 K(-10) approximately 150 officers 3500 enlisted 
men of which 3063 are wounded and on board ship. Total of 25 LVT's de¬ 
stroyed 20 under repair 320 serviceable. 18 LVT(As) have been destroyed 
with 14 under repair and 78 serviceable. 12 tanks destroyed leaving 56 
serviceable 10 under repair 16 unserviceable 7 bogged down. 11 DUKWS de¬ 
stroyed. 19 trucks 3 cranes 3 bulldozers 1 tractor knocked out. Ammu¬ 
nition dump on RED Beach 2 B EG UP during night. 1 supply dump on beach 
BLUE 2 destroyed this morning. 4th Bn 14th Marines lost 7/105 MM Howitzers 
in DUCKS which sank due to rough water. Para. Naval gunfire repeated 
illuminating harassing and interdiction missions throughout the night with 
2 cruisers, 11 destroyers and 2 gunboat support units. Naval gunfire has 
continued throughout the morning with scheduled fire and call missions. 
Para. Scheduled air strikes have been augmented by 4 special large 
strikes from fast carriers making total of more than 800 airplanes on 
durect support missions today. Para. SUAIIC0 and Al's SHASTA and WRANGLE 


arrived fueling and ammunition reolenishment are/ in progress. LOGAN (APA19£ 
(2 groups garbled) retirement suffered steering casualty and rammed USS 
NAPA (APA 218) causing considerable damage on port side abreast number 4 
hold latter ship but in no immediate danger. LOGAN has minor 
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21 0500 CTF 51 to CCH5TH7LT Info CII CPAC BOTH HQ. ALL TFC*S FIFTHFT.EFT. (CONT'D) 

SAMARITAN received hit by 5 inch ricochet from friendly firing vessel 
but projectile did not explode. BRADFuRD while rendering close in fire 
support hit submerged object oijfeef damaging port propellor. LSM 799 
hit by mortar fire with slight damage. No casualties. Para. LvT’s 
and DUCKS continued unloading ammunition and rations throughout night. 
Demolition units started at daybreak to clear wrecks from YELLOW and 
BLUE Beaches. Causeways are being placed on beaches this morning. 

21 0550 C0H5THFLT to CINCPAC BOTE HO . 

Serious oroblem in amphibious landings on strongly defended objectives is 
our present inability quickly locate concealed enemy mortar batteries 
and artillery firing on our troops. Any plan already developed or which 
can be developed by scientific research will be of great value in future 
operations. New subject. CV and CVL task force 58 successfully rearmed 
with bombs at sea by SHASTA and WRANGELL. Transfer rate initially 26 
tons per hous improving to 30 tons. SHASTA recommends issue load of 4000 
tons my 290053 January. Results substantiate previous conclusions. With 
experience increased transfer rate possible. 

21 1210 CTF 51 to C0M5THFLT Info CINCPAC BOTH 1IQ. ALL TFC FIFTHFLEET . 

Summary No. 6 211800 K(-10). Ground attack continued this afternoon 

against heavy opposition consisting of intense snail arras heavy weaoons 
and artillery fire. Bombs and minefields covered by enemy mortar and ar¬ 
tillery fire slowed the advance. Resistance was best organized and most 
severe in center of the Corps zone just south of airfield number 2. RCT 
28 attack against LIT SURIBACHI has been against very strong defenses. 

By 1500 they reported reaching the base of NT SURIBACHI and were using 
flame throwers on defensive installations. 4 tanks supporting this attack 
were casualties due to mines. Demolition equipment and personnel from 
5th Engineer Bn are with RCT 28 to assist in their advance. RCT 28 re¬ 
ported counter attack in the area east of LIT SURIBACHI at 1236 which 
was repulsed. Numerous booby traps and terracotta mines have been en¬ 
countered. ECT 21 in Corps Reserve completed landing at 1800. Co¬ 
ordinated attack will be resumed tomorrow morning for the capture of 0-2 
line. Para. Latest estimate indicates 862 enemy dead counted since D- 
day. Only 1 prisoner of war captured to date. Estimate received from 
Landing Force Commander that there are 5000 additional naval troops above 
the original estimate on IW0 JIMA. His estimate indicates a total 
20,000 enemy on IW0 JIMA on D day. Troops were ordered to dig in at 1700 
on most suitable terrain in their forward area prepared to meet nossible 
counter attack tonight. Some variation occured in the lines during the 
day. At 1700 we held the general line from TA 132 VLF to 131 JN thence 
along west coast to 197 Y thence 198 V south edge 181 BE. 182 AKT. 183 
FHTY 166 E. Para. LSM 43 sustained considerable structural damage due 
to rough sea while unloading transports. Temporary repairs to NAPA will 
permit speed of 10 knots but requires docking. LOGAN damage requires 
repair ship. Para. NAPA reports 5 men missing. During the day BBs and 
heavy cruisers supported attack by deep supporting fires. This was in 
addition to normal close support. Para. Air attacks separate with sum¬ 
mary tomorrow. Para. Special report on beach conditions. Breakers not 
heavy but are a handicap due to steep slopes. Soil on all beaches of 
volcanic ash extends from water to airfield No. 1, very loose and will 
not permit passage of any type of ’wheeled vehicle. Almost entire beanji _ 
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21 1210 CTF 51 to C0M5THFLT Info CINCPAC BOTH H ... FTC. (COMT'D ) 

frontage now congested with vrrecked LCVP's, LVT»s, vehicles, and tanks. 
Supplies being furnished to troops inland only by LVT’s. Demolition 
teams now clearing beach wreckage. Marston beach matting being laid 
but much will be needed. 3 mat roads completed to top of ridge. Mortar 
fire on beaches diminishing in intensity since 1200 but still a serious 
problem. Only satisfactory landing craft are LST, LSM, LOT and LVT. 

Trying to get portion causeways rigged will try unloading by pontoon 
barges. Net result is that while about 12 LST's are unloaded transports 
average only about 30 percent. This means considerable delays in un¬ 
loading garrison echelons. Beaches west coast under investigation but 
not believed suitable. 

^5 0433 CQM7THFLT to C0M7TH°HIbimurt info CINCPOA BOTH HQ. COMINCH. ALL TF & TG COMDRS 

(ZLCtgig) 7THFLT. CINCSWPA (LEYTE & TARLAC). CG 6TH ARMY. CG 8TH ARMY. COMAFT 
CQMAAF. MEF 13. 305 3011,TNG. C0M5THFLT. 

Desp. OpPlan 2-40. NS STON ES current operations permit form Task Unit 
designated CASIGURAN SOUND. This unit composed of 2 DD or DE 2 AMS 
equipped for sweeping 1 LC ALEM . Para 1. Enemy occupies in minor strength 
points along east coast of LUZON. Enemy air on KUAHN is now negligible. 
Scattered enemy SUES are operating in PHILIPPINE waters. There are no 
known enemy mine fields coast defense installations or troops in the 
CASIGURAN SOUND and Bay section of Eastern LUZON although BALER BAY and 
DIWGALEN BAY are reported to be mined. Elements of the 6th CC Army have 
occupied BALER and DL'/GALSN BAYS. No friendly submarines are operating 
in Eastern LUZON waters. Para 2. This force will investigate CASIGURAN 
BAY and SOUND for the purpose of determining the presence of enemy forces 
or installations and suitability as a fleet anchorage. Para 3* Assemble 
Task Unit at LEYTE earliest practicable date. When RFS proceed BALER BAY 
contact local 6th Army Cormiander .and as arranged with him embark scouts 
with interpreters. Proceed CASIGURAN SOUND land scouts at points as pre¬ 
viously arranged with 6th Array to determine presence or absence of enemy 
forces or installations CASIGURAN SOUND Area including prewar emergency 
landing field on west side of sound. Make exploratory rainesweeps in 
CASIGURAN SOUND and BAY. Inform Com7thFleet by despatch progress of opera¬ 
tions and results of mission. Without interfering with primary mission 
destroy any enemy forces encountered. Return troops to destination ar¬ 
ranged with 6th Array upon completion debarkation return LEYTE. RGSJ unit 
dissolved on arrival. Arrange air cover required with Allied Air Forces. 

In order avoid accidental engagement keep all interested commanders in¬ 
formed on movements. Logistics at LEYTE. Communication in accordance 
CANF NTMI PLAN 5-44. Com7thFlt at TOLOSA. Para. Com7thFhibsFor inform 
Com7thFlt and all interested the names and radio calls of vessels in Task 
Unit as soon as assignments are made. 

V 21 132S CINCSVfPA to CINCPOA ADV. C0M7THFLT Info COMINCH.ClMCPOA PEARL.COMAIRPAC . 
COMALLIED AIR FORCES. ADV ECH GH ; . 

CX 10744* There follows answer to Cincooa’s 110045 and Cora7thFlt's 160423. 

PO/MM island fielP with facilities thereat allocated Cincooa for use of 
British Pac Fit effective 14 Mar 1945. Com7thFlt is authorized to complete 
all arrangements by direct correspondence with Cincpoa. CinCSWPA accepts no 
obligation for additional construction except from forces locally available 
'which are not required for other projects in Southwest Pacific .Area. 
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21 1730 CINCSV/PA to CINCPOA ADV. C0?j7THFLT. Info COMIMCH. CINCPOA PEARL. COIIAIRPAC . 

COMALLED AIR FOHCBS. ADV SCH GHQ. 

CX 10754. Reference CinCBPF 141300 and Cincpoa's 160419. Reply by cart 
follows to latter reference. Part 1. Approved use of MANUS by British 
Pacific Fleet as anchorage and augmentation of US naval carrier aircraft 
pools and personnel at MANUS by 50 carrier aircraft and 4 officers. 131 
men. Part 2. See ray CX 10744 time group 211328 GGT. Part 3. Approved 
arrival of British Liaison Officer and party. 11 officer and 66 ratings. 
Including allocation of facilities. Para 8 CinCBPF 141300. 

22 0234 CINCPOA ADV to CGHCSNXA Info CIUC VA EARL . 

I concur in the comment of your serial 0091 of 10 February 1945 and do 
not consider that FILBAS Agreement is applicable to overhead allotment 
of SoPacBaCom. Request you initiate request direct to Chief of Staff 
US Army to implement sub paragraph 5(B) of your serial 0091. 

22 0410 CTF 51 to TF 54. CTF 53. CTG 56.1, CTF 56 Info TG 51.1. 

Ammo expenditures have been enormous and at present rate exhaustion of 
effective gunfire support will occur in 2 days despite constant replenish¬ 
ment. Up to the present night firing has been very wasteful and much of 
it unnecessary. It must be reduced both for AA common and star shell. 

It will hereafter be limited to firing for counter battery, to break up 
counter attacks and disperse assemblies. Continuous star shell illumina¬ 
tion can not be maintained. Ammo quota each night hereby established at 
300 AA common and 50 stars per ship for 2 to 3 cruisers and 10 destroyers. 
The amount of ammo expenditure during the day must also be reduced (it is 
essential that Division and Regimental Commanders exercise a more gigid 
control of Battalion calls with a view to better and more efficient co¬ 
ordination) . 

22 0818 CINCPAC .ADV HI to CCMGEKAAFPOA Info CCMINCH . 


Your 220131. Do not desire participation in proposed conference by of¬ 
ficers assigned to the Pacific Ocean Areas. Coordination of intertheater 
communications should be effected by JCS or by arrangements between the 
Theater Commanders. 

22 1240 CTF 51 to C0M5THFLT Info CINCPAC BOTH IIP, .ALL TF COMES 5THFLT . 

This is Summary No. 8 221800 K. Our troops continued attack this after¬ 

noon against stubborn resistance. RCT 21 on the left flank of the 4th 
Division was pinned down by heavy rifle and mortar fire and made only 
slight gains to the north against airfield center (number) two. The 5th 
Division on the left flank advanced about 200 yards north of the 0-1 line 
but were unable to advance farther ahead of RCT on their right. RCT 28 
supported by tanks artillery demolitions and flame throwers continues 
attack on MT SUREBACHI. Strong reconnaissance Patrols were sent up the 
clifts and existing trails and were met by enemy troops dropping hand 
grenades and demolition charges. At 1400 it was reported that the base 
of the crater was entire circled and that the elimination of eneqy de¬ 
fenses was progressing. In the attack today the 5th MarDiv was supported 
by 3 Bns of the 13th Field Artillery and 1 Battery of Corps .Artillery. 


- Continued - 
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22 1240 CTR 51 to C0M5TUFLT Info CINCPAC BOTH HU. ALL TF CO.'DRS 5TH7LT. (CONT'D) 

5 Bns of Field Artillery were in support of the 4th Division. Part 2. 
Strong enemy counter attack was reported organizing on the right flank of 
the Corps at 1100 and was taken under fire by naval gunfire and field 
artillery. Report of 1600 indicated the counter attack materialized but 
details not available. RCT 26 reports a strong enemy counter attack at 
1700 along their front on the left of the Corps front. This attack was 
reported repulsed at 1810. At 1630 troops were ordered to dig in and pre¬ 
pare to resist counter attack and infiltration tonight. The attack will 
be continued at 0730 • Arranged in boundaries objectives and zones of 
action. Front lines as of 1600 are as follows: TA 131 NSX 121 DE 122 A 
132 UVQLKF 131 JN thence along west coast to south oart 197Y thence 
198U VWXT 199 HJ 182 UHDK 181 J 182 K0AXT 182 FMNY to 166 E. Casualty 
reports as of 1800 21 February: Landing Force loss RCT 25 KIA 644; WIA 
4168; MIA 560. Total for RCT 25 1072. Total of ground forces 6444* 

Enemy counted dead reported as of 1800 2 February total 1222. 2 prisoners 

of war. Para. Naval gunfire support has been hampered by unfavorable 
weather conditions with heavy rain and loir visibility. 

22 0247 C0M7THFLT to CINCSVPA LEYTE Info CINCrOA. CQ.LERVIAC. CCLSLRF0R7THFLT . 

?th Fleet has commenced facilities on shore SAMAR with manoower and mater¬ 
ials to the limit of its resources while simultaneously meeting requirements 
to support active fleet operations at LINGAYEN, SUBIC and MANILA. Numer¬ 
ous minor operations are to follow in rapid sucdession. It may become 
necessary to withdraw some of this manpower to meet operational needs else¬ 
where in the area. For at least 4 months after arrival of CBs from Cincpoa 
naval forces at LEYTE must in general be supported by and accompanied by 
provis duy etc shios. Also there will be an almost complete lack of harbor 
craft small boats small oilers water barges and other Essential ships to 
service a fleet at anchor unless sent in with working vessels. Commencing 
about 1 May stocks on shore can be built up. Request ComSerFor 7th Fit 
be authorized correspond direct with OomSerVPac in order to arrive at an 
understanding as to stock levels and responsibility for maintenance. 

22 1303 CINCPOA ADV to Cli.CBlF Info COMINCH.C0MNAV3ASE MANUS. Ci::CSXPA.CQI7THFLT. 

C0~'AIR7THPLT . 

Accordance CINCSWPA 211730 use of MANUS as a fleet anchorage augmentation 
of carrier pools and arrival of liaison officer and oarty are approved. 
Request you make detailed arrangements direct with ComNav3ase MANUS. I 
will advise you concerning use of airfield and establishment your M0NAB 
as soon as I can. 

22 2343 CINCPAC/CINCPOA ADV to CINCSWPA Info COMF'.DAREA.COM.IARGILAREA«C0M7THFLT 

C0MPHIESEAFR0N. CINCPOA REARL HQ,. SCOFA . 

Your 2G11608. Delays of more than a few days in routing of SWPA shipping 
through P0A have in the past resulted from the fact that shipping was not 
called forward by the SWPA regulating officer in K0SS0L. Lfy 191143 and 2ft 
201421 were issued with the idea of alleviating this condition. If all 
limitations requiring the calling of ships forward are removed SWPA ships 
should reach the westernmost staging port (either ULITHI or K0SS0L, which¬ 
ever you select) exneditiously after which their onward sailing will be 
entirely within your own control. 
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23 0500 CTF 51 to C0M5THFLT Info CIHC ’AC kCTII H„. ALL TFC'S 5THFLT . 

This is my Summary Number 9 231200 K(-10). Both fronts were relatively 

quiet during the night 22-23 Feb. Usual enemy infiltration tactics were 
attempted but without results. Group of enemy swimmers came in on west 
coast in rear of lines of RCT 26 which required some mopping up. Our 
attack this morning to the north was as follows: 5th MarDiv on the left 
with 2/27, 2/26, 3/26 (from left to right in line); 4th MarDiv on the 
right with 2 / 21 , 1 / 2 }., 2 / 24 , 3 / 24 , 1/24 (from left to right in line). 

BLT 3/26 was held up on the right shortly after leaving line of departure 
by heavy mortar and artillery fire. RCT 21 reported at 0825 they v/ere 
pinned down. Resistance continued heavy but reports indicate that the ad¬ 
vance is continuing. RCT 28 on the south continued their attack against 
MT SURIBACHI and at 1035 reached the rim of the crater on the north. Mop¬ 
ping up operations proceeding this area with flame throwers much in evi¬ 
dence. The 13 and 14 Marine Artillery is in direct and general support 
of the attack. Intend landing headquarters and 9th RCT of 3rd MarDiv 24 
February. Para. Front lines as of 1200 SURIBACHI area indefinite but 
many troops in sides and occupy rim of crater north east and south. West 
coast no change. North front lines are from; 197Y198UXYT 199 PU182BLMN0 
I 83 FGHINY133E. Para. Night illumination and interdiction gunfire was 
delivered throughout the night by 3 cruisers ±0 DDs 1 mortar support unit. 
Scheduled and call fire continued throughout the morning. SOLACE arrived 
and is embarking casualties. Rough water has interfered with operation of 
boats. Para. Scheduled air strikes are being carried out this morning with 
emphasis on destruction of pin point targets under direction of Air Coordi¬ 
nator and Air Liaison parties. Strike this MBBNKN on C1IICULI IMA destroyed 
3 damaged 3 of 10 planes seen on ground. 14 emal1 craft seen. 2 TBM planes 
were damaged by enemy anti-aircraft fire but both returned. Air artillery 
spotting plane reports enemy AA fire launched white 3 foot parachutes at 
2000 feet. To each parachute was suspended by a 4 foot cable an object 
2 feet long which spurted streamers of flame. It has now been determined 
that 2 TBM planes from ENTERPRISE which were searching for SARATOGA pilots 
v/ere shot down about 1530 22 February instead of 1 plane as reported in 
my Summary No. 8 . A search for survivors from this plane and for crews 
of 2 missing SARATOGA is continuing. Para. Beach conditions are somewhat 
improved. BLUE 1 and YELLOW 2 were subjected to some mortar fire early 
this morning and several snipers killed near beaches. 3 roads now exist 
for vehicles from YELLOW beaches to airfield. Beach RED 1 now has 1 exit 
for tracked vehicles and 1 for wheeled vehicles. Beach RED 2 has 2 for 
tracked vehicles and 1 for wheeled vehicles. Beach GREEN has 1 for tracked 
vehicles. BLUE 1 has road for tracked vehicles. BLUE 2 can construct road 
when free of enemy machine gun fire. Weather oartly cloudy, visibility 
good JU1G north-northwest 20-25 knots. 6 foot breakers on eastern beaches 
and choppy enough off shore to impede unloading and replenishment of ammu¬ 
nition. 

23 0606 CCUbTRATRlRPOA to CTF 51 Info CINCPOA. IP A? 7. CTF 93 . 

0413. All units of CTF 92 are standing by and available to assist you in 
any manner you desire. If and when you call for strikes please specify 
targets, time, and type of bombs desired. Liberators are prepared to bomb 
from 4,000 to 6,000 feet. 
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23 0637 CINCPOA ADV HQ to COMIICHfFOR CHIEF OF STAFF US ARMY) Info CINCPAC PEARL . 


Ref Marshall signed Maxwell 221906Z. Cincpoa will be glad to facilitate 
the purposes of visit of General Maxwell and his party. On natters which 
are not strictly Army but do concern Pacific Ocean Areas I request he 
confer with by Deouty Vice Admiral Towers instead of directly with any sub¬ 
ordinate member of my Staff as indicated in reference. Admiral Towers will 
arrange for such conferences as may be found necessary with other officers 
under my command. 


23 1150 CTF 51 to C0M5THFLT Info CINCPAC BOTH HQ. ALL TFC 5THFLT . 

This is my Summary Number 10 231800 K(-10). Stubborn resistance from 

concrete pillboxes, caves and entrenchments continued to Unit the advance 
of our ground forces. Limited gains were made in the zone of action of 
the 4th MarDiv on the Corps right with a maximum advance of 300 yards in 
the area of the 24th RCT. The 5th MarCiv on the left holds positions along 
the 0-1 line. RCT 21 in the center has captured the southern tip of air¬ 
field No. 2. RCT 28 in the SURIBACHI area continues mopping up operations. 
Block-houses and pillboxes have been reported vdthin the crater. 717 enemy 
dead counted in the RCT 28 area. Enemy landing craft and mortar fire re¬ 
ported from KANGOKU ROCK were eliminated by DD gunfire. Battery A 2nd Bn 
Corps Artillery landed in general support. Remainder this Bn and Corns 
Artillery Hq were ordered to land during the das'-. Front lines as of I63O 
are: SURIBACHI area no change. North front TA 197Y thence 198 UXT 199 PU 
182 B GLRNO 18 3 NGHIO 184 RJ 167 A. Para. Naval gunfire continues the 
support of the ground troops. Ammunition replenishment was carried out 
throughout the day by PENSACOLA from transoorts, DDs from AEs and LSTs, 

LCIs from LSTs. Replenishment is slow because of high winds and moderate 
sea. The following operational casualties are reported: LST 390 in col¬ 
lision with LST 807 while retracting frora beach. Extensive damage forward 
including 5 foot hole starboard bow doors and mechanism damaged bow anchor 
lost. Emergency repairs will be made prior to retirement to rear area. 

LST 716 lost raap. Emergency reoairs to weld steel bulkheads and steel 
ramp are underway. YMS 361 has leak in hull but ship still operational. 

SC 1027 snapped starboard shaft. Is operational and can make 12 knots. 

PC 877 has damaged starboard propellor but operational and can make 11 
knots. SOLACE burned out anchor engine with 30 fathoms of chain out. Re¬ 
pairs by shins force in progress. LSM 92 fouled by wire in propellers* 
Efforts to remove it are underway. Para. Air strikes in support of ground 
troops continued throughout the day. Correction ray Summary No. 8. Fire 
on TBM's from ENTERPRISE was from unit with SWEARER but not from that 
vessel. 1 TBU from RUDYARD BAY has been missing since 1700 22 February 
after reporting a contemolated water landing 21 miles bearing 255 from IW0. 
Immediate surface search was made and 2 searches on 23 Feb with negative 
results. At 1350 23 Feb an 0S2U plane from NEVADA crashed inside our lines 
on IA0. Pilot Lt. Hugh William Sheldon, USN killed; Capt. John A. Rriday 
USMC passenger seriously injured. All plane documents retrieved and burned. 
Latest check on survivors from BISMARK SEA indicates 100 officers 513 en¬ 
listed men survived out of 124 officers and 836 enlisted men on board. 
Figures include squadron V C-S6 and passengers. Large personnel loss con¬ 
sidered due to initial explosion and fire amplified by later explosion of 
torpedoes. Bara. Sweep of CHICHI JIMA was made during afternoon of 23 Feb. 
by planes from fast carriers 0 DEOAIIN ARE 00TG AILSRIA I on this mission 
1 Aane from BELLEAU ' 'ODS was reported down 10 railes frora target. Air-sea 
rescue operations are underway. Para. GREEN & RED beach considerably im¬ 
proved. Supplies continue to be landed by LSTs LSMs and LC-’s. Troops renort 
athey trailer highly successful in moving supplies over heavy sand, pY^e^s 
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23 1150 CTF 51 to C0M5THFLT Info CINCPAC 3CTH HQ, AT.T, TEC'S FIFTHFT.EET (CONT'D) 

are effective in carrying supplies to front lines. Salvage EFFOFTJEDMHELEAR 
BEATLES shows considerable progress. Supply dumps are being moved in and 
THK relieve congestion. Beaches XELLOW and BLUE continue to receive spo¬ 
radic mortar or artillery fire which impedes work considerably. Pontoon 
barges and causeways not being used due to steep beaches and heavy surf 
which causes broaching. 

23 2315 CTF 51 to CTF 93 Info X Ad 7. CIMCPOA BOTH I-IQ. ALL TFG AID TGC 5THFLT. 
C0H5THFLT. 


Appreciate your 230606. Request you make day and night strikes on CHICHI 
JIMAj I ?AHA JEL\ and MINAMI JIMA, FREE MINAMI JIMA for neutralization of 
airfield and destruction of aircraft and shipping. Advise intentions and 
results of missions. Attacks by carrier planes will be discontinued Except 
in emergency. 

24 0700 CTF 51 to C0M5THFLT Info CIMCPAC BOTH Hd. ALL TFC 5THFLT . 

Summary No. 11 241200 K(-10). Ground forces had relatively quiet night. 
Minor attemnts at infiltration sporadic mortar and artillery fire. At 0915 
resumed attack with the objective the general line 180E I 98 MJ I 99 H north¬ 
west road junction 304A 200F 200R northeast 134F 167B with 4th MarDiv main 
effort on its left: 5th MarDiv with main effort on its right. Attack pre¬ 
ceded by heavy air naval and field artillery bombardment concentrated in 
general areas 199 and 200. Tanks supported the attack. By 1200 some ground 
had been gained in the center along southwest edge of airfield number 2 
against stiff enemy resistance. RCT 23 continued mopping up SURIBACHI area. 
Patrols have entered the crater. Our front lines as of 1130: TA 180E 131ACE 
182 ABGHIJ 133 FKLMHKO 184 PU 167A . All Corps artillery now ashore. CG 
LanFor assumed cormand ashore 0955. RCT 9 and Hq 3rd MarDiv commenced land¬ 
ing at 0800 on beach YELLO',7 1 and RED 2. Tanks of 3rd MarDiv landed and 
moved to assembly area last night. Casualty reoorts 5th Amohibious Corps 
as of 231300: KIA 706, WIA 5125, MIA 531. 3 casualties on LCS 33 result 

friendly anti-aircraft fire during air raid. Para. Naval gunfire con¬ 
tinues to support the ground forces. Heavy pre-K hour bombardment fired 
this morning in supoort of the attack. Ship casualties due enemy action: 

LSM 47 had near miss by bomb. No mentionable damage but 2 minor Personnel 
casualties. LSM 46 hit by enemy artillery fire 1 hit starboard side water 
line after oart crews compartment; 1 hit port superstructure deck starting 
small fire and damage in shins office; 2 dead 9 v;ounded. Laid seaplane 
mooring buoys and survey for mooring b£oys and nets underway. 6 search 
and 3 Dumbo seaplanes requested for tomorrow. The following operational 
casualties occureed during the oast 24 hours: 1'ILLIAMSON extensive struc¬ 
tural damage port side 'while fueling. Operational but tender availability 
required. PC 578 several holes in hull due servicing small boats. LSM 92 
previously reported as fouled by wire in propeller requires docking. 

KEOKUK and ABELE (.'1153) assisting force beachmaster in installing causeway 
pier. Numerous vessels now anchored for discharge of cargo. HYMAN ’..TLEY 
and TALBOT and 3 planes searching to westward for 2 LSI's reported adrift 
with personnel. SOLACE expects depart for SAIPAN sunset. Report as of 
1800 23 February indicates 37 LCVPs 10 LG's and 1 LCHR wrecked or sunk. Para 

- Continued - 


2763 



















FEBRUARY (GCT ) 




24 0700 CTF 51 to GO' STKFLT Info CIUC-AO B^IH PI 
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ALL TFC 5THFLT . (CONT'D) 


Energy aircraft approached in several snail groups between 1840-2100 23 
February. 2 planes identified visually 1 as KUFS 1 as BETTY. No fighter 
interceptions. Planes drooped window but apparently no attacks nade although 
FRAZIER reported straddled by bombs. V/e used defensive radar jamming and 
smoke. SARATOGA reports 25 dead, 57 wounded in suicide attack of 21 Feb. 
Reports 3 enemy planes shot down. This raises number enemy planes shot down 
night 21 February to total 15* Para. At 0953 1 TBM from STEADIER BAY shot 
down with ptn MarDiv observer over IiVO in flames. Plane crashed in water. 

No survivors 1 body recovered. Para. Conditions on beaches improving. 
Lateral communications now established. General cargo unloading under®a$. 
Numerous LSTs and LSUs were beached and unloaded during past 24 hours. 
Several Japs reported as wearing Marine uniforms. Weather high scattered 
alto-cumulus with lower scattered strato-curaulus. Temperature 65-67 wind 
north-northeast 12 knots. Visibility high. 


24 131C CTF 51 to C0M5THFLT Info CINCPAC p 0TH HQ. ALL TFC FIFTHFLUET . 

Summary No. 12 241800 K'(-10). Enemy resistance remained strong throughout 

the afternoon. Artillery and heavy weapons fire increased as the attack 
progressed. Intermittent high velocity artillery fire fell on area south 
of M0T0YAMA airfield. Many enemy mines and booby traps were found through¬ 
out the area. Same Jap bazooka fire against tanks reported in zone of 
advance of RCT 21. Considering defense employed by enemy advances made 
this afternoon were substantial. Front lines as of 1715 generally as fol¬ 
lows: TA 180E 198UQMHO 199 KQT7XY 183ABCDEJ 184 FKQX 167A. Mortar and 
artillery fire on the interior beachhead greatly decreased. 32 tanks de¬ 
stroyed since landing 8 by mines. 31st CB Bn plus 5th Engineer Bn ordered 
ashore by 5th MarDiv. 4th Engineer Bn and 4th Motor Transoort company 
ordered ashore by 4th MarDiv. CP 3rd MarDiv opened ashore at 1530» 
HMIJVTMYkODEE 1 striD airfield No. 1 cleared minefields. North half beach 
RED 2 combined with south half beach YELLOL 1 now called ka BLACK BEACH 
passed to control 3rd MarDiv 1600. Jap defenses at IW0 are mutually sup¬ 
porting concrete emplacements blockhouses caves in depth entire island. 

Many more than air photographs show uncovered by blast effect gunfire. 
Blockhouses reinforced concrete 4 feet thick. Storage tanks concrete. 

Area 1S3ST.VXY more than 100 man roade caves 30-40 feet deep with stairways. 
Incomplete reports show 115 emplacements destroyed SURIBACHI. Minefields 
encountered in I 65 G are torpedo heads. Drums on beach contain small anus 
ammunition. Believe 145th Infantry not yet committed. Few rifles or fifle 
ammunition found. New type grenade size CHANGE clay cover burns brightly. 
500 KG bombs nose fuze with rocket motor have been identified and these 
doubtless caused the heavy explosions D and D plus 1 reported as heavy 
mortar or Howitzer fire. Counted 2,799 Japs killed 6 prisoners to date. 

5th Corps attacks morning 0930 objective 0-2 i± K. Para. Fire support 
throughout day by 2 0BB 3 CA and 10 DD. Heavy fire -TEST VIRGINIA, 

PENSACOLA aain batteries delivered in support. 160 16 inch 350 3 inch 
plus fire smaller batteries directed against enemy positions. TLXVRG 
replenishment ammunition improved today due to smoother sea. Air surface 
search for personnel reported adrift in 2 LCM*s completed today LCM’s 
found but no personnel in them. HAMLIN completed laying seaplane mooring 
buoys is anchored in berth close to beach southeast end SURIBACHI. Hydro— 
graphic survey group completed survey locating anti—submarine nets and 
buoys 1400. Vessels of net and buoy unit directed to lay mooring buoys 
as directed by survey group. Unloading transports continued throughout day. 
Unloading expedited by improved weather and fact that transports can now 
anchor close to beach. PINKNEY arrived and will commence evacuating 
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casualties tomorrow. SOLACE departed* Following operational casualties: 
oC 1027 breakdov.Ti in port engine shi"is force can effect temnoraiy repairs. 
LSM 202 extensive damage port side hull plating stanchions deck plates 
davits etc. LSM 241 extensive hull damage oort side with buckled, beams 
much minor damage both ships damage due to rolling in seaway alongside 
other shims while unloading. DM3 7 port engine unable back/ LSM 49 rammed 
by LCI 356 receiving 12 inch hole in side. Para. Routine air support 
missions flown. Number strikes reduced due carriers fueling and search 
operations. Sweep made on CHICHI JIMA no reports yet. Para. General 
conditions beaches .much improved. Equipment and troops unloaded at accel¬ 
erated mace. Occasional artillery and mortar bursts still being received 
BLUE beaches. 

25 0515 CTF 51 to CCM5THFLT Info Cr’CTV.C BOTH HQ. ALL TFC 5TH7LT . 

Summary No. 13 251200 K(-10). Throughout night minor attempts infil¬ 

tration. Our areas subjected some mortar rocket and artillery fire. 

Small local counter attack area BLT 3/21 repulsed 0030. Preceded by 45 
minute artillery air and NGF preparation troops resumed attack at 0930 
with 3 Divisions abreast: 4th MarDiv on right, 3rd MarDiv less 3rd RCT in 
center, 5th MarDiv less RCT 28 in Corps Reserve on left. Main effort in 
center zone. Objective 0-2 line. 28th RCT still mopping up SURIBACHI. 
Report as of 1130 indicates only minor gains. Our casualties to date: 

KIA 834, WIA 5428, MIA 404. Lt. Col. A.A. Vandergrift Jr. USMC through 
wounds both legs, condition good, will be sent out on PINCKNEY. Enemy 
dead counted 2827 P0W 7. Para. Estimated 3000 enemy killed 7 P0W. Naval 
gunfire support was furnished during the night by 2 CA 10 DD 1 mortar sup¬ 
port unit and 1 gunboat support unit. 1 DD illuminated enemy cave po¬ 
sitions SURIBACHI area by searchlight. Mortar support unit under heavy 
enemy fire during night. No damage. During morning 1 UFRO BBs 2 CAs 
10 DDs furnished scheduled and call fires. H L EDWARDS (DD 663 ) and 
BRYANT (DD 665 ) collided last night during air raid. Extensive damage 
EDWARDS frame 19 RFX flooding 3 feet compartment CLR/OOpL. Para. About 
10 enemy aircraft in 3 small groups near IWO from 2020-2225 wr Feb. 

About 30 bombs dropped from 12000 feet part ashore seemed to be in enemy 
territory part in smoke covered transport area. Para £UBURN straddled. 

No damage to BLUE. Enemy used window and radar. Retired on course 055 
to over 75 miles. ENTERPRISE night intruder downed 1 HELEN over CHICHI 
■T U TA night 24 February. Para. Beach conditions much improved but east 
wind today causing delays, ’feather high scattered clouds altocumulus 
5/10 at 12000 feet. Visibility high wind east 20 knots temperature 69 . 

25 0549 CINCPAC ADV HQ to CG AAFPOA. CG 7THAF. CG 21-ID ’[ARAIR.'PTG, CG 4TH:3LRAIHATNG 

Info CG 21ST BOMCOM. CCTGEH FSAF. CINCS7PA. 

A message with date tine group 222135 addressed to you from an unidentified 
originator requesting information as to the strength of your command in 
tactical aircraft should be disregarded. It may be spurious. Addressees 
under my command will not report .strengths except through the established 
chains of administrative and operational command. 
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25 0740 COMGENAAFT)A to CINCEQA 30TH H ,. CC'!F..DAREA. ISCCM TINIAN. CGMGEN AAF^OA 

ADIT!•?, CO! IIEITCA. 

AAFPOA 0495. The following Telecon from 20th AF to tills Hq is massed for 
your info. This does not alter the present concept which indicates arrival 
of 1st air and flight echelons at TINIAN on or about 20 April. "From 20th 
AF to CG 20th Bol.Coh and CG 21st BomCon. Subject: Movement of ground 
echelons. The follovang item, from a report made by the AC/AS DG and R to 
the Chief of Staff, 20th AF, is quoted for your information: Movement of 
ground echelons. The ground echelons of the headquarters and headquarters 
squadron 315th Bomb Wing and of the 1st 2 groups (all of which had readiness 
dates of 1 Feb) now have a boat call of 10 March. This means that these 
ground echelons will be delayed in their arrival. This will not affect 
the 315 th Wing but it will necessitate a 3 weeks delay in the movement of 
the air echelons of the 1st 2 groups of the 53th Wing. It is not antici¬ 
pated that this undesirable delay can be avoided at this date." "Telecon 
message number G-24-3" 

26 0525 CTF 51 to C0M5THFLT Info ALL TFG'S 5THFLT. CIHCPAC DOTH HO . 

Summary No. 15 261200 K(-10). Ground force picture since last report 

reveals significance of reported gains registered 25 February. 3rd MarDiv 
gained 400 yards to seize high ground north intersection of runways air¬ 
field number 2 on right division zone of action. This gain affords Corps 
observation on energy held ground to north. Against heavy opposition 3rd 
MarDiv make short gains on their left on division boundary which secured 
commanding ground and should facilitate advance 5th MarDiv today. No re¬ 
ports important enemy activity during night 25-26. -'Generally quiet with 
some infiltration attempted. Sporadic enemy small arms mortar artillery 
fire including several rocket bombs received. Troops resumed attack at 
0800 to seize 0-2 line. 3 divisions abreast main effort in center zones 
of action boundaries unchanged. Line of departure on front line. 

5th Division on left with 2 battalions in assault. 3rd MarDiv less RCT 3 
in center with 2 battalions in assault. 4th MarDiv on right with main 
effort on its left with 5 battalions in assault. Corps artillery reinfore- 
ing fires of division artillery with 50 percent fire mission zone of action 
3rd MarDiv remainder equally to 4th MarDiv 5th MarDiv. 45 minute prepara¬ 
tion by artillery with Corps preceded attack. By 1052 good progress had 
been made in the center and left flank. Front lines follow TA 197J 
192EJ 199 FLO 200 KLITY 201U 134AKQU 167A. Tank casualties 2. At 0900 
4th MarDiv reported capture hill 332 TA 200 SY. RCT 28 mopping up SURI- 
BACKI killed 10 isolated Japs. Indications shortage water soon may pro¬ 
duce enemy crisis. Units 433rd AAA ullion battalion 50oth tun battalion 
landed by 1600 25 February in position ready to give AA protection by 2000. 
Enemy snipers reported concealing themselves under enemy dead during day¬ 
light hours coming out at night to fire. Additional eneny identifications 
reported: 10th Independent Rapid Fire Battalion (auto cannon Bn 25mm AA); 

2nd Mixed Brigade Engineer Unit, TCBU 2101; Murikani Tai Miena Tai, part 
of 145th Infantry Regiment; Nishi Yana Tai Communications Company; Ashi 
Buti Battalion 2nd Co. 3rd Independent MG Bn; 15th Fortress Engineer Co. 

4th Division VM0 squadron expects to complete landing today and commence 
operation north-south runway number 1 airfield now cleared for 1500 feet. 
Cumulative report 1300 25 February lists total casualties ground forces 
KIA H13, ATA 569 S, MIA 530 total 7341. Total counted eneny dead 3568 
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26 0525 CTF 51 to C0M5THFLT. Info ALL TFC FIFTHFLT. CINCPAC BOTH H;. (CONT'D) 


FOW 9. Considerable number additional enemy sealed in caves on SURIBACHI. 
Marines demonstrate high degree of offensive spirit against fanatically 
held positions. Morale excellent co: bat efficiency considered high 
adequate reserves available. Para. During night 9 DD 2 CA 1 Mortar support 
unit and 1 gunboat supoort unit provided close supporting fires and Illumi¬ 
nation. 1 BB 1 CA 1 CL reinforced shore artillery with 30 minute prepara¬ 
tion prior attack. Scheduled and call fires continued throughout morning# 

9 DD available for call fire missions throughout day. Ammunition replenish¬ 
ment of troops being lade from C0HJ*!BIA VICTORY. Eastern beaches due steep 
grade and sure unsuitable for use pontoon causeways. Hunter-killer opera¬ 
tions underway on 2 submarine contacts in positions 295 degrees distance 
67 miles and 176 degrees distance 140 miles HOT ROCKS. Carrier based 
planes continue close air support ground troops. 2 0Y planes of 4th MarDiv 
launched from WAKE ISLAND landed IMO JIMA 1005* 1st U.S, aircraft to com¬ 
mence operation from this island. DD HAMILTON on 24th rescued 1 ENTERPRISE 
pilot downed near CHICHI. 1 TBM on ASP made forced water landing near 
CVEs night 25 February crew rescued. SNTERHIISE plane THRVI in crew 
downed 4 miles northeast CHICHI this morning. Air-sea rescue mission in 
progress. 2nd Air-sea rescue mission BELLEAU ROD pilot and B29 crew 
downed southwest CHICHI JliA 23 February unsuccessful. Para. Organization 
of beaches and construction road NED much improved. Equipment and supplies I 
landed in increasing quantities though today hampered by south wind 
and moderate swell. Practically all shore party equipment now in operation 
shore party depot regiment functioning. 3 water distillation units operat¬ 
ing ashore. Construction battalion restoring airfield number 1. Dumps 
ashore well stocked. Selective unloading has been eliminated insofar as 
possible. 10 transports 38 LSTs unloaded to date. Weather hazy light 
• rain visibility poor overcast 2000 feet with low nimbus. Temperature 74-76 
wind SSW 10-16 knots shifting to west north west at noon. 

26 0855 Cl :~CP0 A ADV P.„ to C0M5 m IIMLT Info PARC CM 20 AF. CTF 51. CTF 94 . 


DepConi20thAF has requested that a surface ship lifeguard be stationed 
northeast of IWO JIMA at 1500 on days of VLR major strikes which will 
occur approxi ately every 4 days. Ship would be released upon passage of 
last 'plane at about 2000 unless engaged in rescue. Stations in order of 
•'referende are 27 north 144 east. 26 north 144-20 east. 25 north 144-30 
east. Desire to comply with this request if CTF 51 can furnish a suitable 
ship without prejudice to current operations. Advise when conditions 
of radio silence permit. CTF 51 comment at discretion. This commitment 
would extend only for the period during which suitable 5th Fleet ships 
remain in the I..’0 JIMA area. 


26 1315 CTF 51 to C0H5THFLT Info ALL TFC 5TIIFLT. CIHCPAC BOTH HQ 


This is summary No. 16 261800 K(-10). Increasingly strong resistance 

encountered this afternoon held troops to substantially same lines reported 
earlier. Enemy opposition heaviest in Corps center zone of action 3rd 
MarDiv and left of 4th MarDiv. In addition to heavy weapons artillery 
rocket fire encountered.to date heavy volume small arms fire and grenades 
indicates enemy infantry in strength being employed. 5th MarDiv’s em¬ 
ployment of LVTA indicative heavy tank losses sustained both operational 
and enemy action. Latest report 1730 gives front lines as: TA 197J 198FJ 
199KLRSO 200KDIMF 201U 134AKQU lo7A. Corps ordered divisions consolidate 
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26 1315 CTF 31 to C0M5THFLT, Info ALL TFC 5THFLT. CffiCPAC BOTH HO. (CONT’D) 

for night 1700 with linited local attacks authorized thereafter to im¬ 
prove positions. Attack to resume tomorrow 0800 boundaries objectives 
unchanged. Little enemy fire has fallen on interior of beachhead during 
day. 1 Battalion plus 2 batteries 12 Marines 3rd MarDiv artillery ashore 
moving into action. BLT 3/24 reports 200 enemy dead large number docu¬ 
ments found in cave deep entrance tunnel. Pillboxes overrun in area north 
airfield number 2 believed ammunition storage. 18 homed mines sene yard¬ 
stick mines removed area north BLUE Beach. Part 2. FOW states rainwater 
enemy’s only source of water supply stored in drums each installation. 
31ood bank established ashore. Para. Sumary submarine contact past 
3-SUG8 hours follows: A Bennion made radar surface contact 2210 25 KBRUAR 
305 degrees 45 miles HOT ROCKS. Hunter-killer operations made possible 
kill. Search to discontinued tonight 0100. B plane :iade surface visual 
contact 295 degrees 67 miles HOT ROCKS 0210 26 February. Submarine dove. 
Attacked and reports possible damage because of explosions sonarbuoy. 
Hunter-killer operations until midnight. C Finnegan underwater sound con¬ 
tact 0804 26 February position 176 degrees 140 miles HOT ROCKS. Attacks 
brought debris plus wood with Japanese characters to surface. Additional 
contact made Lat 21-40 north Long 142-00 east. TULAGI group directed for 
hunter-killer operations both these contacts. Operational damage ships 
follows: LST 12l rammed by LSI! 140 minor damage operational. H0.7AHD: 
number 4 boiler casing and uptake split due shock gunfire. HAMLIN: search¬ 
light destroyed outer casing stack oierced by 5 inch shell unidentified 
Drobably ours. FULLER (APA7): 2 holes starboard side shell plating above 
waterline repairs later, Para. Air operations including B-24 strike can¬ 
celled 1330 due weather. ENTERPRISE dawn sweep CHICHI JUIA strafed air¬ 
field burned 1 Jill sank 1 small merchant vessel burned 2 medium Merchant 
vessels destroyed oil storage. 15 wrecked planes observed on field 8 
small vessels in harbor. GREGORY air-sea rescue mission 1430 retrieved 
URD ENTERPRISE airmen from TBM shot down over CHICHI JII.-1A. GREGORY under 
Tire shore batteries no damage. Para. Surf conditions this afternoon 
restricted landing to LST'S LSM’S LOT’S. Supply situation generally 
satisfactory. 15 water distillation units operating ashore. Water supply 
reported adequate. 

25 0539 CINCSWPA to CINCPOA 7EARL Info AGWAR. C0MG5NP0A. CCMGEITSO'ACBACOM . 

(270149) ADV 5CH 0HQ. - PASSED BY CINCPOA SAIL (27014-9) to CIHCPOA ADTToi- Info . 

CX IO 963 . Reference Cincpoa’s 210208 GCT February attention is invited 
to radio RJ 46044 6 January 1945. Which indicates V/ar Department re¬ 
duced So^acBaCom’s bulk allotment by 330 officers, 41 warrant officers, 
1706 enlisted oersonnel, for a total of 2077 , including general officers. 
Subject radio specifically states that personnel reordered overstrength 
to SiPacBaCom overhead allotment as a nesult of this rediction will be 
transferred to SltfPA at the earliest possible date. Radio H give 967 
8 January 1945. From SoPacBaCon to CINCSWPA. States reassignment of 
above surplus personnel has been and is being effected as appropriate 
vacancies occur within SoPacBaCom EVNURKRKHRR states that reassignment of 
such personnel dll not be j iade and surplus no./ on hand will be tr ns— 
ferred to SWPA by orders this headquarters. It is further pointed out 
that the 731 overhead personnel transferred to SWPA by War Department 
radio VS 54639 30 October 1944. Pre DPKH dares both the FIL3AS and TRANS0 
Agreements and was proposed on the basis of transfer of less than 20,4 of 
service troops now set uo for transfer to SWPA. It is requested therefore 
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25 0539 circs. ;?A to CI"C X- PEARL Info AG//AR. CCI'GEIJPOA ETC (CONT'D) 

(27 0149)passed by Cinepoa Pearl to Adv Hq. 

that this 2077 indicated by the War Department be transferred to S./PA 
as soon as practicable. In view of the very substantial increase in 
service forces ODER TDAT oroginally set up for transfer to SwPA under 
the FILBAS Agree.-.ent. It is deemed essential that a proportionate number 
of the 5909 built overhead allotaent still refining in SoPacBagom be 
set up for transfer to Sit/P A* 

26 2107 CGII5TIIFLT to CIECPAC ADV X . 

Struck TOKYO area 25th. Because of unfavorable weather there attempted 
to strike NAGOYA-KQBE area 26th but prevented by weather and sea and with¬ 
drew morning 26th. TOKYO target area was closed in except northeastern 
portion and ceiling mostly too low for bombing in that portion. Later 
in day could not get through to any targets except JACHIJO JBIA. Incom¬ 
plete reports give 153 total planes destroyed, 47 of these shot dovm 11 
on ground. Approximately 75 damaged on ground. 2 trains 1 radar 
STASJXLIFSCFHAFGA.IS destroyed. OTA plant struck again and photos shown 
75 percent buildings destroyed and 15 percent heavily damaged. Most im¬ 
portant buildings KOIXOMI plant heavily hit by 1 task group strike. 

5 coastal vessels 7 small craft probably sunk. 9 coastal vessels and 
5 small craft damaged. Our combat losses 9 VF and 4 VF pilots. Operational 
losses 3 VF 1 VT, no personnel. No daraage by enemy to our surface vessels 
except minor damage by picket boat described next sentence. During night 
retirement 25-26 Feb sank 5 small enemy vessels includng 1 picket boat 
which CLKTED minor damage 1 OFFICUTCUGLLED 13 men wounded in PORTERFIELD 
and minor damage 2 men wounded in PASADENA. Following weather DAGA BRX 
PRESTON sound dome damaged but later repaired and number 1 gun out of 
commission. STEPHAN POTTER buckled frames 25 and 30. JOHN .7 WEEKS mount 
number 1 caved in CANNOTATRAIN in FREER . MOALE considerable structural 
forecastle damage. Co- ents. Weather was major factor throughout and 
necessitated slaving dovm nights 24-25 Feb and 25-26 Feb to check destroyer 
damage, particularly 2200 ton class. Combination high percentage of bad 
weather in Empire area with impossibility of better than approximate pre¬ 
diction makes timing of strikes extremely difficult particularly when 
tighy schedules permit little or no flexibility. Until arrival off TOKYO 
predicted weather there was favorable 25 and probably favorable 26 th. 
NAGOYA-KOBE attenot was made because oros”>ects there were less unfavorable 
than in TOKYO area. Storm was too widespread and severe however and 
because of seas position for strike could not have been reached until 
too late in afternoon for launching. Enemy’s policy and reaction at 
present are definitely passive. He could have found us with search planes 
during daylight 24th but there was no indications of search. 2 search 
planes heading out oassed the formation close aboard BTYUONE on either 
side, FAS launching began off TOKYO dawn 25 th cut apparently neither 
one reported us. Thereafter there was no apparent attempt either to lo¬ 
cate or to attack us. Only about 100 airborne aircraft were seen and most 
of them sought to avoid combat. All but 3 of 42 aircraft shot down were 
fighters. Full coverage and estimate of number and type of enemy air¬ 
craft in TOKYO area prevented by weather. ..pparently fewer aircraft than 
before on major combat fields but about same number oresent as before 
on other fields. Many combat types at these fields aopear to be reserve 
aircraft without pilots. 
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27 0300 CINCPAC PEARL to CHSF. CCLIIAAGIIL. Info CINCPAC ADV. NAS JOHNSTON. CG 

aafpoa. cc ge;:.-lf.o., admin. 



C 87 plane. Lt.Gen Hannon on Board. Call sign 68Y. TAUC number 174. 
Departed KYAJALEIN 260828 GCT on direct flight to OAHU. Due HICKAM 
262243 GCT. Reported overdue 270100 GCT. Last contact with IC.YAJALEIN 
261050 GCT give position 11-05 N 174-15 3. Institute coordinated search 
in respective areas. 







27 0535 CTF 51 to C0M5THFLT Info ALL TFC 5THFLT. CINCPAC BOTH HO . 

Part 1 of 3 ’arts. Suninary No. 17 271200 (K). Activity during night 

limited to small scale infiltration snipers and intermittent mortar and 
artillery fire. Enemy activity on 3rd MarDiv front included troop ve¬ 
hicular and tank movement dispersed by artillery fire. Large calibre 
shells landing in our rear areas effected sone damage and hampered com¬ 
munications. Rocket bombs also reported starting fire in vicinity of 
SURIBACHI. HU'JBDALE and IIVO anchored near SURIBACHI reported shells 
landing close aboard. LEO hit 1 man wounded. Mortar support unit on 
night mission received sporadic 40 mm and large calibre fire throughout 
night from northern tip of island. 2 enemy ammunition dumps believed 
fired by this unit. 2 CA 9 DD 1 gunboat support unit 1 mortar support 
unit furnished naval support during the night. Attack resumed at 0800 
sane boundaries objectives and zone of action with main effort in center. 
Artillery with Corps fired 45 minute preparation with 50 percent in 3rd 
MarDiv zone 25 percent each to 4th and 5th MarDivs. 1 BB1 CA fired pre- 
K-hour preparation. 9 DD 1 gunboat support unit on call firS missions 
today. Resistance continues from, heavy defenses well placed and camou¬ 
flaged. New positions being reported hourly and taken under fire. 5th 
MarDiv reported enemy use of white phosphorous hand grenades at 0820 
K(-10). Part 2 of 3 marts. The 5th MarDiv on left flank of Corps zone 
advanced about 300 yards this morning and the right flank of the 4th MarDiv 
moved up the east coast approximately 400 yards. Some advance was made 
on the left of the 3rd MarDiv other lines remaining the same. Lines at 
1200 generally along: TA 215M, 198 DE 199 ABM JO 200 KLLLST 183 E 184 FK5JT 
167 C. Para. 506 AA Bn nov. r in position with radar and optic fire con¬ 
trol. NGF control established ashore. 11 tanks lost yesterday to enemy 
artillery and mortar fire and 2 reported today. Some enemy fire falling 
beach and rear areas today. New identifications include 20th snec machine 
cannon unit and 21st Machine cannon company. Enemy headquarters reported 
in IOTA. Para. At 0215 1ST 884 hit by medium caliber shell at waterline 
starboard side. Starboard screw inoperative no persohnel casualties. 

At 0317 27th ASP reported possible submarine contact 270 degrees 24 miles 
from SURIBACHI. BENNI0N and NEA’COMB conducted hunter killer tactics 
until daylight. CONNELLY and RIDDLE dispatched for sane ission until 
noon today. PINCKNEY escorted by CASEIN departed for GUAM 1800 26 Feb 
with casualties. BRYANT on fire support mission 1100 off northeast 
coast fired on by 2 gun shore battery estimated 6 inch 21 salvos fired 
no hits, .YEST VIRIGNIA silenced battery. Fleet post office in limited 
operation LST 809. Operational casualties this period LST 779 extensive 
damage shell plating and deck beans nurtured waterline slight flooding 
under control due to beaching and da'.age '.111701- ' . 3'’7 '" T PIT .VEDA A I .TA 
PAPPY AFIIT)I'0JUSCKPJX3 :C?JD closed operating gear crushed buckled 
frames elating davits >ort side. ILL; 44 hole at waterline. LSM 47 split 
sears forward taking water. LSI 140 hole in wardroom and after troop 

2770 


- Continued - 























. FEBRUARY (GOT ) 










27 0535 CTF 51 to CC:i5TKELT ETC . (CONT'D) 

compartment starboard screw damaged. LSM 261 hole in hull at engine 
room. D ara. Direct air support by CVE planes. Improved weather 
conditions makes possible extensive flight schedules. Special search 
CHICHI JUIA area 4 BELLEAU ./COD pilot downed 23 Feb negative. Para. 
Estimate Host unloading of transrons 15 and 16 and 2 divisions of Trans- 

- Ron 11 be completed 23 Feb. Garrison echelon directed to arrive 28 Feb. 

and begin unloading 1 ' r arch. (10 groups iiissing) Marines. Beach 
conditions improving. YELLG/ beaches operating to approxi ate capacity 
but BLUE beaches only 25 percent. Beaches cleared of all wrecked craft 
except LVT*s. Surf 4 feet wind east northeast 20 knots. lijaale and 
combat efficiency excellent. 

27 0804 CINCPAC ADV HQ. to C0HFAIR//ING 1. IXITV/DAREA. CCHAIRPAC INFO CIHCPAC ■"EARL . 

It has been proposed to augment surface escort along the shipping lanes 
between ENILETOK the MARIANAS and ’TESTERN CAR0LIHES by supplementary 
aerial anti submarine search and convoy coverage. Para. VPB squadrons 22, 
26,27,205 and 203 are experienced, especially trained and equipped for 
AS’.v. Proposal includes assignment 3 or 4 of these squadrons to the opera¬ 
tional control of ConFwdArea to cover shipping in the following areas: 

(1) Originating at SAIPAN: (A) Sector 075 degrees clockwise to 145 degrees 
for a distance of 500 miles. (B) Sector BHKXHgX 225 degrees clockwise to 
270 degrees for a distance of 500 miles; and (2) Originating at ULITHI: 

(A) Sector 045 degrees clockwise to 090 degrees for a distance of 500 
miles. Para. Prooosal assigns 1 of the above squadrons to the operational 
control of CoaMarGils .Area for similar employment in sector originating 
at ENIWET0K from 264 degrees clockwise to 308 degrees for a distance of 
500 miles, ’’ara. This elan would accomplish routine search requirements 
in the areas described and would relieve ComFair.'/ing 1 of such responsi¬ 
bility. The responsibility for searches outside the described areas would 
not be affected. Para. Contemplate equipping additional Fair.'/ing 1 PBM 
Squadrons with sono-buoys or redeoloyuent above squadrons as necessary 
to meet requirements of next operation. Para. Comment and recommendations 
are requested on proeosed plan including availability seaolane tender 
requirements to support. 

27 1130 ETF 51 to C0M5THFLT Info CIHCPAC BOTH HA. ALL TFC FIFTHFLT . 

This is Summary No. 18 271-800. Late reports indicate that 3rd Div ad¬ 

vanced to within 200 yards of 0-2 line on Division left with 4th Div 
advancing 200 yards on its right and center. Remainder of front pinned 
down by enemy fire power. Reports indicate enemy employing tanks hull 
dovm. Light and '.ediurn. anti-aircraft fire ihcreased after several days 
cessation. Believe anti-aircraft fire comes from automatic anti-tank 
weapons. Anti-tank and personnel mines being .iet with throughout area. 
Local counter attack broken up b artillery 1110 front 5th MarDiv. P0W 
peports extensive fortified areas in vicinity of NISHI defended by 145 
(5 groups missing) continue high 11 tanks with tank battalion destroyed 
yesterday. Total 87 tanks remain ooerational entire Corps. Lines renorted 
1800 as TA 198CD3 199AE 200 FLMNT 201 UV 184 BFKqW/ 167 C. Captured 
dugouts evidence excellent field engineering conducted over long period 
time -with high terrain aporediation. 800 pillboxes various types counted 
in zone of action 3rd MarDiv alone. 1 blockhouse TA 235 reported 150 
feet long 4 feet concrete walls. Para. Naval fire support reinforced ground 
artillery with scheduled and call firea. Ammunition fuel replenishment 
oer schedule. CALH UN in collision '.ath LIBRA (AKA 12) and KNOX (APA46) 
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27 1130 CTF 51 to CQH5THFLT . ETC. (CQHT'D) 




clearing foiled anchor while getting underway. LIBRA no damage. KNOX 
minor. CAIHOUH starboard side forecastle caved in frame 29-32. Hit reported 


on LEO (AKA 60) apparently from about 40mm which exploded T VKIR believed 
from direction of land. Para. CVS planes reinforced ground troops with 
close support strikes. 9 B-24s strategic airforce wade strike prearranged 
target A PDA 1445• 1 OY plane successfully launched from LST 776 plane 
lost ■'ilot saved. 3 PBM’s arrived seaplane base. Routine davm sweep 
CHICHI JY A. 3rd air search for BELLEAU ’ OCD pilot unsuccessful. Para. 
Surf conditions restricted unloading to LSTs LSHs LCTs this afternoon. 


27 1416 CINCPAC ADV !i, to COMHARGILS AREA Info CINCPOA ~EARL. HAS g OHNSTON .CHSF . 


Strike eneny airfields in MARSH AILS as heavily as practicable without 
delay. Make reconnaissance other atolls to detect any enemy activity. 
New Subject: Provide armed escort between KiTAJALEIN and JOHNSTON for 2 
ATC C54 1 s which will leave GUAM in company at 272200 C-CT with important 
passengers. 


24 0215 ZCIIICBPF to CQHINCH.CINCPAC ADV HQ. REAR ADMIRAL BRIT ADMIRALTY DEL WASH . 

C0H7TIIFLT. C0~ '5THT T . 


My 151 24 1 as amended by ay 090250. 1 (A) Vice Admiral Second in Co and 
short title is now TFC or BS1. (B) Flag Officer Fleet Train Brit Pac 
Fit operating title is CTF 112. (C) F.O.C. aircraft carriers Brit Pac 

Fit short title is now AC1. Carrier squadrons now organized into car¬ 
rier sqqadrons short title RAA. Consisting of Fleet Carriers short title 
is AC1. Carrier squadrons consisting of ferrying VS inclusion carriers 
short title (GR GARB EDJ AC, short title of senior officer AC 30. 


28 0510 CTF 51 to C0M5THFLT Info CINCPAC BOTH IIS. ALL TFCs 5'T'FLT . 


Summary No. 19 231200. Night 27-28 attack LC inactive. Usual infiltra¬ 

tion snail enemy groups attemoted without success. Rear areas received 
some artillery fire with scattered small arms artillery mortar fire along 
entire front. Ojjr artillery executed counter battery harrassing inter¬ 
diction fire throughout night. 5th PhibCoros resu ed attack 0815 pre¬ 
ceded by 45 minute preparation by artillery 'with Corps reinforced by 
naval gunfire air strikes. Objective 0-3 line TA ippQ 233 IJ, 234 
FJ 235 FGY 219 AGV.7 202 CIIMSY 1S6A. Troop dispositions 5th MarDiv on 
left with 3 assault Bns 3rd Div in center with 2 assault 3ns 4'th Div 


right with 5 assault Bns. 28th RCT less 1 Bn still mopping up SURI3ACHI 
in Coras Reserve. Boundaries extended 5th llardiv-3rd MarDiv 216YT, 217 U 
213 B235XT 3rd NarDiv-4th larDiv 200 ”0 201 KNJ 202A 219W. Attack began 
on time orogress generally slow against continuing heavy resistance. 

Fart, 2. Noon reports show the following ■progress made: 200-400 yards 
center 5th MarDiv 100-200 yards center 3rd MafDiv 200 yards center 4th 
MarDiv. Front lines follow: TA 197 3 198 AD 215 XT 216 PQVY 200 ABT 
201 UI 34 BG 167 D. 506 AA Bn in position ready to fire both air and 
ground missions. Revised statistics of our casualties 1300 27 February 
records: KIA 1570 '.71A 7656 MIA 552 total 9778. Unit classification fol- 
lows: Corps troops KIA 1 Officer 3 EM .’IA 3 officers 58 EH MIA 2 EM 
total 67 . Corps Artillery KI.t. 3 ELI LIA 1 officer 15 ELI LTA 1 officer 2 EM, 
total 22. 3rd Division KIA 15 officers 230 EM, TA 52 officers 838 EH 
MIA 41 EM total 1226; 4th Div IT A 55 officers 701 EM VTA 205 officers 
3940 EM MIA 2 officers 334 EM total 5237. 5th Div KIA 32 officers 530 EM, 
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23 0510 CTF 51 to C0M5THFLT Info CII1CPAC BTC . (CCNT'D) 

WIA 134 officers 2360 EM IHA 2 officers 163 EM* Total 3226. Corrected 
figures enemy dead 1800 2o Feb 4734. 10 PO',7. F01V infornation indicates 
Amy group Hq located caves TA 216 VG. Rocket launchers mounted on trucks 
fire 250 kg boub. Tail removed rocket motor added. Previously reported 
as 550 kg bomb size new confirmed, by discovery dud. Enemy water supply 
low. Small local counter attacks in effort to secure our water. Friction 
reported between Amy Navy personnel. Enemy artillery displaced to TA 235 
236 216. Para. 1 0BB 1 CA reinforced ground artillery in reparation for 
morning attacks. Call fires delivered throughout morning by 9 DD. LST 42 
hit by mortar fire 2219 27 Feb causing fire in gasoline drums quickly 
extinguished no other damage. GREGORY in radar picket station 113 degrees 
true 16.4 niles HOT ROCKS had submarine contact 0220. Dropped full oattem 
depth charges. Evaluated 50 % possible submarine. INDIANAPOLIS arrived 
27lS00K. SAMARITAN and SOLACE arrived 0900 for casuality evacuation. Para. 
CVE aircraft reinforced artillery preparation for attack with strafing 
bombing rocket missions selected ore-arranged critical areas 1 mission with 
napalm bombs. Call strikes throughout morning. 2 PBM seaplanes carried 
out seaplane search out 500 miles. 3 SAIPAN land planes made air delivery 
supplies by parachute. All 0Y planes from. CVE based ashore. Para. Unload¬ 
ing LCTs during night discontinued due surf conditions. Beach traffic 
facilities improving. Field No. 1 not yet operation for emergency landing 
carrier aircraft. Weather east wind 16 knots 3/10 lav; cloud base 2000 
feet. Visibility good temperature 70 surf east-northeast 5 foot swells, 

23 1035 CTF 51 to C0M5THFLT Info CIHCPAC BOTH HQ. ALL TFC FIFTHFLT . 

Summary NO. 20 231300. Led by tanks in the 5th MarDiv zone of action 
using flame throwers infantry advanced front line generally 400-500 
yards along the front of the 3M and 5th MarDivs. Progress made by the 
3rd Div through center of enemy nain line of resistance advanced beyond 
village of M0T0YAMA. Small gains of several hundred yards were made op¬ 
posite the right flank and center of the 4th MarDiv zone. Local counter 
attack of 5th MarDiv front broken up by artillery 1625, Lines were con¬ 
solidated for the night At 1700. Our front as of 1710 TA 215N0 216KLSY 
200ABC 217 WRSY 200ET 201PV 134BRX lo7D. CGHRAL rounds nortar fire hit 
BLUE beach. Resumption attack 0330 tomorrow. Para. Naval gunfire assisted 
the advance with call fire missions. PRESIDENT ADAI7S operational casualty 
received considerable daoage to side plating port side during tinloading 
operations. Requires emergency repairs upon return MARIANAS. R H SMITH 
exploded horned moored type enemy mine latitude 25-29 N Long 140-44 E* 

Para. 2 TBH aircraft from 100 feet sprayed with YDT area occupied by 
our troops. V0C-1 from WAKE ISLAND furnished effective spotting naval 
gunfire. Dusk strikes CHICHI JI'A 27 Feb caused explosion seaplane base 
FUTAMI K0. FISUDDALI unidentified vessels off seaplane base. Nil enemy 
observed airborne. RSGNDER PBM arrived this afternoon N TUNA subsiding 
tonight after a slow unloading day. 
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01 0600 CTF 51 to CQM5TKFLT Info CHICPAC GOTH Hi Info ALL TFG 5TI1FLT . 

Suaiaary No, 21 011200 (K)• Hostile artillery fire harrassed our rear area 
during night exploding 5th MarDiv aixomition dunp with werious loss several 
types of ammunition. No hostile counter attacks. 0830 troops resumed at¬ 
tack. RCT 28 less 1 Bn reverted to 5th Div control at 0630 passed through 
RCT 27 with mission seizing high ground along boundary between 5th MarDiv 
and 3rd MarDiv. 3rd MarDiv main effort cm right; 4th MarDiv to maintain 
its center and right and the left keep pace with advance of 3rd MarDiv, 
Attack preceeded by 45 minute artillery preparationl Mopping up SURIBACHI 
continues. 5th Div pushed forward thru moderate rifle and mortar fire 
1 te reports indicate troons and tanks approaching TA 216 GHI. 3rd Div 
front moving forward rapidly. BLT 3/21 by 1015 reported CR 325 in TA 201B. 
Elements of BLT 2/21 reported across LI0T0YAMA Airfield No. 3 vicinity TA 
2171 at 1130. No reports available on 4th Div as of 1200. Rugged nature 
terrain in zone of action 4th Div prohibits use mechanized equipment and 
field artillery fire relatively ineffective. Hostile artillery fire was 
received all morning from along northeast coast in TA 202 219 236 235. 

Minor BANZAI charge in zone 3/25 repulsed. Result of mornings operation 
reveals good progress made in Corps center zone of action but front lines 
can not be accurately reported. Ground force casualties 1800 28 Feb. 

KIA 1635, WI 8204, MIA 606 . Total 10445. Casualty evacuation now direct 
from beaches to hospital ships and to transports by ducks LKLTORT S. 

Coabat efficiency noralfec reported excellent. Para. 1 0B3 2 CA 8 DD 1 
gunboat and 1 mortar support unit provided night illumination harassing 
fires throughout night. Naval gunfire operations for the day include 
counter battery and reinforcing fire missions by 1 0BB 3 CA 8 DD 2 LCSL 
and 1 LCIH unit with 5 V0F planes spotting fires. Ships casualties follow: 
LSI! 59 at 0420 holed flooding engine room and without power. Damage caused 
while retracting from beach. TERRY in screening station C-5 received 1 
medium caliber hit enemy artillery fire at 0721 penetrating starboard side 
main deck and hull near frame 100 filling forward engine room to waterline. 
9 KIA 18 WIA. STE BEL in screen straddled by enemy fire no damage. CALHOUN 
at 1008 on fire support mission hit by 1 v edium caliber enemy shell in 
after torpedo mount nO. 3 Gun mount and MK 51 director 1 KIA 7 WIA, 

COLUMBIA VICTORY at IO 46 straddled by medium caliber shells off western 
beaches with damage superficial 1 EM WIA. Close direct air support mis¬ 
sions reinforced ground troops 'with control assigned landing force CA5CU 
ashore. Night intruders over CHICHI JL A 28 February fired rockets seaplane 
base small ships in harbor results unobserved. No enemy aircraft air borne, 
AA meagre inaccurate. No serviceable ene.jy aircraft observed. PBM planes 
operating IW0 seaplane base morning 1 March covered 7 sectors search to 
500 miles. 17 0Y spotting planes now operating from airfield No. 1.. Air 
raid IW0 area 0230-0430 by esti ated 4 planes SPOTo possibly 1 Helen. 
BENNETT radar picket station 2 shot down 1 Betty, planes used window. 

Night fighters airborne with 1 contact no kills. Ail planes came in low 
with no planes over transport area or island. 1 plane dropped bombs 5000 
yards fra; radar nicket. Mail delivered troops by oarachute fro: R5C 
plane. 1 TBf.I HJNGA POINT 0932 with 3rd MarDiv observed? shot down crashed 
within our lines burned with no survivors. 1 FETR0FF BAY fighter hit 1020 
made emergency landing emergency landing airfield 1. No casualties. Para. 
North-south r .inway field No. 1 now available emergency landings carrier 
planes. Permanent cemetery now established ashore. 7/eather 2/10 scattered 
low Cumulus clouds at 2000 feet wind east-northeast. 13 knots. Temerature 
65-70 light northeast swell visibility high beach conditions fair today 
but rough during night. 
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01 1130 CTF 31 to C0M5TKFLT Info CI~'CPAC BOTH IIA. AT.T. TFC 5THFLT . 

Part 1 of 2 parts. Sruar ry No. 22. 011000 K(—10)# Meager reports were 
available this afternoon concerning righting in 5th and 4th'MarDiv zone. 
Early afternoon 5th Div headed by tanks progressed to vicinity of TA 216 
GHS, but later vdthdrew to lihe 216 Fli! RCT 23 on the Div right received 
heavy mortar fire from area NISHI. In 3rd Div zone BLT 1/21 in area 217PM 
covered the gap between 3rd and 5th Div due 3rd Div morning gain. 5th Div 
brought up 3/26 between the right of the 23th RCT and 1/21. Slight change 
made in right boundary 5th LlarDiv to east to make room for this. BLT 
2/21 3fcd Div was pinned down by fire from hull down tanks advancing little 
beyond this nomings position while BLT 3/21 on Div right flank extended 
its position generally along south edge airfield No 3 and pushed east to 
line 21SR 201D. Fart 2. BLT 3/24 passed through 3fcd Div zone to occupy 
gap existing between 3td and 4th Divs and now deployed along 3rd and 4th 
Div boundary line. 4th Div front line was static except in sector occupied 
by BLT 3/25 on the division right flank which gained 200 yards over rugged 
terrain. Front lines as of 1700: TA 216FKLMST 217PQJHNT 218PQH1VX 201DIHLKPU 
134 ABGIAJRS. I 67 D. Para. Occasional artillery fire fell on BLUE beach. No 
casualties or damage reported. 3rd LlarDiv took 17 POWs. 442nd Port Co. 
transferred to 4th Div shore party. Para. 15 heavy AA and CD guns reported 
destroyed by rain battery fires from 3 0B3 3 CA. TUIAGI group completed 
hunter-killer operations and negative results and rejoined TU 52.2.1. Para. 
Direct air support this afternoon used NapaIn fire bombs. 


LARCH(GCT) 




(FEB) 24 1305 L1ARSHALL to .ILL THEATERS & BASE COL LANDS Info CINCPOA '’EARL H . . 

25 0855 RICHARDSON passed to CINCPOA ADV HR . 

WAR 42960. Middle East Theater effective 1 March 45 is redesignated the 
AFRICA-MIDDLE EAST THEATER with boundaries to include the entire continent 
of AFRICA, PALESTINE, IRAQ-J0RDAN, the island of CYPRUS, TURKEY and the 
entire SAUDI-ARABIA PENINSULA, except IRAN and TRUCIAL0MAN. Boundaries of 
the MEDITERRANEAN THEATER of operations effective 1 March 45 include the 
entire MEDITERRANEAN SEA (except the Island of CYPRUS and the Turkish is¬ 
lands adjacent to the Turkish mainland) ITALY, AUSTRIA, HUNGARY, R0MAINIA 
YUGOSLAVIA, ALBANIA, BULGARIA and GREECE. Para. Effective 1 March 45 the 
bounda ies in the EURO.EAN THEATER' of operations are adjusted to include 
SPAIN, PORTUGAL and the AZORES. North Atlantic Division ATC retains ad¬ 
ministrative control of the AZORES except in the event of tactical opera¬ 
tions. Para. Command: No change in personalities. Para. PERSIAN GULF Com¬ 
mand: No change. 


o 

S .J 


02 0515 CTF 51 to C0M5THFLT Info CIT T CPAC BOTH HQ. ALL TFC FIFTHFLT . 

Summary 23 021200, Little harrassing fire our rear area during night 

28 Feb - 1 Mar with slight volume small arms mortar fire on front lines 
significant. Our activities during night limited to harrassing inter¬ 
diction illumination -'fissions by artillery and naval gunfire. Jumping 
off at 0300 troops resumed attack with 3 divisions abreast with the ob¬ 
jective 0-3 line. A .ain effort Corps center in ZA 3rd LiarDiv. Blundaries 
unchanged. 14 assault Bns nor; deployed along front line from left to right 
as follows: 5th ' 'arDiv BLT's 3/28, 2/23 1/23 3/26 3rd MarDiv BLT’s 3/9 
2/21 2/9, 1/9 4th I'arDiv BLT's 3/24 2/24 1/24 l/24 1/25 2/25 3/25. BLT 
2/27 Corps Reserve SURIBACHI AREA. BLT 2/23 Corps Reserve forward prepared 
support attack any divisions. Attack -receded by 45 '-inute artillery naval 
gunfire air strike preparations. Airfield ,72 now our haiids. Our occupation 


- Continued - 
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02 0515 CTF 51 to C0M5THFLT Info CINCFAC 30TH H^, ALL TFC 5THFLT , 






dominating ground vicinity airfield 3 threatens to split Jap forces and 
places our troops on ground sore favorable for maneuver. 3rd LlarDiv yester¬ 
day destroyed 8 enemy tanks. Front lines reported 1155 are: TA 216AGMN0 
217KLGH 217J0 21SKLMNX 201DIKFU 134A3Fl. r MRS 167D. Cumulative ground force 
casualties 1700 1 March: 592 officers 10,663 EM total 11,255 with 1774 KIA. 
Enemy dead reported by ground units is 3rd Llardiv 1344; 4th LlarDiv 2740; 

5th MarDiv 3033; land force troops 5 total 7,127* 15 Japs 17 KOREANS PONs. 

Koreans report our propaganda leaflets induced surrender, Para* 1 0BB 2 CA 
7 DD1 gunboat and 1 mortar support unit carried out night illumination and 
call missions throughout night. Mortar LCI’s received no retaliatory fire 
1st time since D Day. They have proved great value to landing force. One 
0BB 1 CA 1 CL 10 DD participated in preparation for morning attack exe¬ 
cuted call fire missions throughout monnihg. Heavy ships disposed for 
counter battery missions. DDs gunboats support units vdLth shore fire con¬ 
trol party teams working at close range on coastal caves. Garrison group 
0 arrived transport area this korning and unloading started. SAMARITAN de¬ 
parted 1 larch with casualties. Para. CVEs furnished air strikes in pre¬ 
paration for attack and other close air support missions throughout morn¬ 
ing. PBM search activities curtailed due rough water sea droue area. 1 
plane holed in starboard side by enemy AA while on search mission. 1 plane 
dragged on beach 27 Feb probable total loss crew safe ashore. 1 TBM RUDYARD 
BAY hit in engine by medium AA shell plane tade emergency landing airfield 
1 with no casualties. 1 PBM 1135 1 March sighted 5 FTC 31-10 N 133-30 E. 
PETR0F BAY fighter reported hit my Summary No 21 is error. Emergency 
landing due mechanical failure auxiliary tank. ENTERPRISE sent 2 VFN 
4 VTN over CHICHI 1330 to 195-5, 1 March. Nil enemy airborne nil shipping 
and aircraft on ground observable. From 2000 ft dropped 24 GP centuries 
including 12 with 1-6 hour delay plus 16 rockets on 0MURA TOWN 1 explo¬ 
sion and fire observed. On barracks area NE SUSAKI 12 GP centries half with 
1-6 hour delay plus 19 rockets. 0n MANAMISAKI guns and searchlight po¬ 
sitions 4 rockets. On AA positions west SUSAKI airfield 4 rockets. All 
results unobserved. Searchlights observed at 213 Q 280 Y and possibly 245 R 
in:-accurate. AA heavy and medium meager inaccurate Para. General supply 
status good except artillery ammunition low due loss enemy action and dif¬ 
ficulties unloading resupply ship. Roads 4 th MarDiv area being surfaced 
with clay from local quarry. Weather scattered cumulus 2000 feet wind east 
and east-northeast 16-20 knots temperature 68 visibility unlimited 5 foot 
swell seriously hampered unloading on beast last night and today. 

02 1058 CTU 78.9.2 to CTG 78.9 Info C0;..7THFLT.CQMPHILSEAFRCN.CH iCSWPA LEYTE.CG6TII 

ARMY.CINCSWPA TARLAC.CI' CPAC " 'TH HQ.CINCPOA PEARL . 


Results of shore reconnaissance indicate that 7000 foot airstrip can easily 
be constructed axis bearing 080 degrees on old ELG on grasssy plain about 
1500 yards inland from shore 2 A1 s west of DI LAI ON GAN. Liars ton mat and 
2 construction battalion months are estimated requirements for initial 
operation. Supply and fuel pier is feasible in the immediate vicinity. All 
areas within CASIGURAN SOUND & BAY north of a line bearing 330 degrees from 
CAFE SAB I T DEFONSO afford good anchorages except up at S.V K of .ay produce 
chop in sound. Preliminary check indicates soundings shown on BSC & GS chart 
4278 are accurate except for uncharted 4 and 4 fathom shoal located at 16- 
09-20 N 122-00-40 E. No enemy activity was observed either by shore Tarty or 
water recconnaissance close to shore of both sound and bay. Scouts ihdicate 


about 100 nits in area possibly concentrated vicinity CASIGURAN TOWN. Should 
have ore detailed report on this tomorrow. 2nd day is summarized Jay CJI^-^, 
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02 1120 CTF $1 to C0M5THFLT Info CINCPAC BOTH HQ. ALL TFC FIFTHFLT . 

Suanary No. 24 021800. 5th FhibCorps ith 15 Bns in assault fro* left to 
right as follows 5th NarDiv BLTS 3/28 2/28 1/28 2/26 3/26 3rd NarDiv BITS 
3/9 2/21 1/21 2/91/9 4th HarDiv BLTs 3/24 2/24 l/24 l/25 2/25 3/25 con¬ 
tinued to expand its salient NW* During morning 3rd NarDiv in clear advancec 
about 700 yards along Div boundary to seize Hill 362 TA 235 U. The center 
and left flank of 3rd ’ r arDiv advanced 200 yds against saall aras automatic 
weapons mortar fire. At 1530 this Div jumped off in renewal of attack with 
siain effort on Div right with Hill 362 TA 219U as objective. 20 minute 
artillery preoration ^receded attack. At same tine BLT 2/21 attacked N to 
fill gap between BLT 3/9 BLT l/21 with BLT 3/9 attacking SE. 5th NarDiv had 
United gains both flanks. RCT 28 gained 200 yds on Corps left along coast. 
BLT 3/26 advanced generally abreast of BLT 3/9 of 3rd Div right causing gap 
between BLT 3/26 and RCT 2S. Gap was filled by BLT 2/26. 1530 RCT 23 re¬ 
pelled local counterattack estimated 15^ of enemy killed Many. 4th Div ad¬ 
vanced slowly against heavy mortar artillery AGP sniper fire in its ZA. 200 
yds gained by 24th RCT SE M0T0YAMA 1500. Limited gains made on extreme E 
flank by 25th RCT. Troops consolidated at 1700 'with lines along TA 2l6ABGHL!N( 
217KFBGHIE 2341 235 UV 218BFIMHSY 201EIHMQPU 1343GHHSY I 67 E. Cave systen 
on island complex. 1 found in TA I 83 L has 9 entrances main passageway 
extended 800 yards came out MINALII VILLAGE. Searched but documents and equip¬ 
ment previously destroyed. Nany Jap dead found. Former CP. Prisoners indicate 
most caves in north ■'art island are small filled with wounded food water 
low. Korean POSIT says 18000 enemy on island on D Day, believes 5000 to 6000 
remain. Past 24 hours has been good counterbattery work by Marine artillery 
definitely taking out numerous medium caliber field pieces isolated cave 
positions. Engineers destroyed nany caves pillboxes containing stores am¬ 
munition. Para. JET 1029 struck underwater object at 0310. Hull ierced 
engine room flooded ship broached on beach. 175 tons ammunition successfully 
unloaded. Heavy surf prevents present salvage. HERCULES (AK41) grounded on 
pinnacle shoal HE BLUE beach 1245 towed SS HER no visible damage. SOLACE 
departed 1700 with casualties for GUAM. 1ST 224 struck port side by LCS 52 
as she came alongside inflicting following structural damage considerable. 
0945 LST 634 struck same ship starboard quarter in retracing while on beach 
inflicting tear in hull plating between frames 39 40 other minor damage. 

Sur ary naval battle casualties cumulative to 2 March: beach Parties KIA 44 
V. T IA 49 NIA 12 shins personnel HA 145 TA 473 ’TA 440 total IO 63 . Para. 

CVEs continued diredt air support. Seadrome conditions Prevented sealane 
searches today. Last instant identifications 2235 1 March saved 1 B-24 
from gun attack by ENTERPRISE. Plane shaved very weak IFF and flew directly 
over TG 52.2.5. BENNI0N sighted visually 1 snooper Zeke 1805 1 March taken 
under fire no/ hits. ENTERPRISE fighters chased plane northward without re¬ 
sult. CHICHI JE/IA sweep by ENTERPRISE planes 1330 1 March dropped bombs 
shot rockets causing explosions and fires. 2 TBMs sprayed DDT 1715 today 
previous coverate and toxic effect reported excellent. Para. Approximately 
4000 feet NE-SYT runway airfield rehabilitated. Subject sporadic artillery 
fire transport planes can land now and have been requested. U n ited reservic< 
ing facilities available tomorrow. Tomorrow should clear field of artillery 
fire, and permit use by fighter squadrons which have been alerted. Para. 

Long swell fro;.- ease aice eastern beach condition bad. Expect use 1 western 
beach on 3rd. 
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02 1247 CTF 53 to CGH5THFLT Info SC'H'HIBB.'AC. CIHg~AC ADV KC . 

Based on pilots reports required koto coverage NANSEI SH0T0 completed 
1 March with following escentions:(A) Verticals MIYAKO and IRABU (B) 
Verticals Western KERAMA RETTO (C) Verticals T0KUK0 SHIMA (D) Verticals 
west shore OKINAWA south of 26-13 North(E)vertical/ coverage of beach 
area OKINAWA from ZAMPA MISAKI to 26-18 N 90 % complete at 1 to 3000. 

Kissing 10 % is that farthest from beach. 1 batch run with 25 % clouds at 
1 to 5000. All above due weather except &A) out of range. Photo condition: 

f enerally poor due low lying haze. More low clouds forecast for 2 March. 

o air opposition. Shot down 2 Bettys 1 Sally 1 Dinah. Destroyed on 
ground 9 twin engine and 23 single engine aircraft. Probably destroyed 
or damaged about 50 planes some iay have been previously non operational 
as uany other non operational seen used as decoys. Sunk 1 DD 1 MTB 2 
SBLs 2 FTCs 1 FTD 3 SF 1 ocean tug 2 luggers. Probably sunk 1 FTC 6 SDs 
6 luggers. Damaged 4 DE or PFs 1 T3 4 FTC 1 FTD 3 SD 6 SC 10 luggers. 

Sank or damaged several snail craft. Many buildings including barracks 
administration buildings, sugar mills, lumber yard, warehouses, radio and 
radar stations and airfield installations destroyed or damaged on OKINAWA 
0KIN0AERABU AMAIHSMINAMI KUME and T0KUN0 SHIMA. Cur combat plane losses 
10 VF 3 VT pilots 4 VF 1 VT crewman 3 VT. Operational losses 7 VF 1 VT 
to personnel. Looked for but could not find string of nines reported 
off KATENA by search plane. On retire ent conducted night bombardment 
0KIN0 DAIT0 starting big fires. Pilots reoort new grass air strip on 
northeast side KAKAI SHIMA. 

03 0110 CTF 51 to C0M5THFLT Info ALL TFC 5THFLT. CINCPAC .• 

Sunary No. 26 031300 (K). Land force action marked by slow progress 

against stubborn resistance. 5th MarDiv straightened out its lines and 
advanced fro.. 200 to 400 yards with deepest penetration to CR 315 TA 234W. 
Much small arris and mortar fire received this area compared previous day. 
3rd MarDiv reports progress extremely difficult under heavy fire mortar 
rockets high velocity weapons. This division gained up to 400 yards op¬ 
posite its left flank and center orogressing vicinity RJ 322 TA 2132,. Fol¬ 
lowing a 5 minute artillery oreoaration including smoke hill 362 TA 219UX 
3rd MarDiv launched attack 1500 reports of this attack not available. 

BLT 3/9 operating in 5th MarDiv ZA oassed through by BLT 1/27. BLT 3/9 
uoved into ••osition left flank 3rd MarDiv ZA. BL l/21 entered line 3rd 
MarDiv ZA between BLT 2/21, 2/9. 5 3ns now 3rd MarDiv assault with total 

18 BLTs in line. 4th MarDiv held up b. heavy aortar fire TA 201QVY. 
Division made 200 yard gain on extreme right flank. Pocket remains MINAMI 
area otherwise front lines at 1300 are: TA 216AE, 217A, 234 U..M 235UW. 

213 DEJ0TSX 201DINMRQV 13ABGHKSXY 167 E. Para. 75aa shell OSMOSIS 
ashore hit B0 IVAR 1 ELI KIA 2 ELI V.TA. No damage ship. BEK .mi xouna hole 
in bottom frame 15 2 compartments flooded possibly due dud torpedo or 
bomb from ->lane shot down 1 March. Requires docking. Para. Special strike 
B0NINS 1300-1500 3 March boabed rocketed dock buildings 03URA TO.IN. No 
shios oresent except sanoans CHICHI. Rocketed strafed seaplane base hangar 
building radio tower TA 2450. Building tower TA 213' T . Building TA 247A. 

1 15000"ton AK at pier HAGASHI HARBOR HAH A JUIA strafed and runs :ade 
covering ENTERPRISE torpedo attack which attained direct hits sank ship 
at dock7 3 other strafing inns ade vessels HIGASHI HARBOR. Ho change AA 
CHICHI. AA ediu : moderate IIAHA. 1 heavy battery NAHI JIMA HAHA JIMA 
GUNTO no reoort da age our aircraft. Close air support restricted_due 
small energy area remaining. 1 B24 photo plane on station making colored 
movie's of island. Commenced evacuation casualties by landplane. "ara. 
Several shies no..' unloading over western beaches. 5 foot surf still re¬ 
stricts eastern beaches. 2 7 7 P 
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°3 1022 RICHARDSON to CG USAFFE. CINCSWPA CHQ.. Info 24TH CORPS. 10TH ARMY. CINCPOA . 

RJ-54111. Look at 24th Corps radio TFGAF 168 dated 281024Z GCT Feb 45 
not to all or needed of which you were info addee. This theater vd.ll cover 
officer shortages by co bat appointments which will leave 24th Corps a 
.uinin.ua of 3000 enlisted personnel short for mounting. This shortage due 
to delays in return of casuals as well as large numbers of non battle 
losses evacuated from LUTE. Ti e element precludes furnishing above 
shortage from this theater prior to nounting. Request SWPA furnish 3000 
replacements to 24th Corns prior to mounting. This personnel will be re¬ 
placed to SWPA as follows: All casuals returned to 24th Corps at LEYTE 
between 10 Parch and 10 AprilAsdnt will be assigned to SV7PA. On later date 
an inventors’- will be made of such personnel and the difference between 
that number and the total furnished to 24th Corps by SWPA will be shipped 
from E0A to arrive at designated stations in SWPA about 1 May. Your 
agreement to above plan urgently requested by Co.aGenPOA. 

02 2357 CQI5THFLT to CUCIAC ADV Hj Info CTF 51. CTF 50 . 

My 220801. Situation ashore much better and success assured. Assume you 
concur departure TF 58 this general area as planned on completion fueling 
today. Have in mind retention here small ENTERPRISE Task Group until air 
capabilities ashore are adequate, accepting arrival Task Group components 
late ior next operation if necessary. Will submit plan in more detail 
later when situation is clarified. Think build up on air ashore and com¬ 
mencement of next operation will relieve pressure" on IW0 JIMA. 

03 0605 CTF 51 to C0M5THFLT Info ALL TFC FIFTHFLT. CINCPAC BOTH HQ . 

Summary No. 25 031200 (K). Night 2—3 March generally quiet on front. 

3rd Div received some s :aall arms mortar fire and reported explosion Jap 
ammunition dump TA 199J. Minor infiltration attempts and shelling rear 
areas. 4th Div sector very quiet. 5th MarDiv reported 65 Japs emerged 
fron caves ZA BLT 1/28. 64 killed 1 prisoner. 5th PhibCorps resumed attack 
0745. 4th Div attacked at K minus 75, 3rd and 5th MarDivs attack at K hour. 
Boundaries unchanged. Front line 3ns assault from left to right were: 

5th MarDiv BLTs 3/28 2/28 1/28 1/6 3/26 2/26 3rd MarDiv BLTs 2/21 2/9 1/9 
4th MarDiv BLTs 3/24 2/24 1/24 1/23 2/25 3/25. Corps artillery supported 
attack with preparation in 4th MarDiv ZA from K minus 90 to K minus 75 
and 3rd MarDiv-5thilarDiv ZA K minus 20 to K hour ( 0745 ). 4th MarDiv yaking 
slow progress over difficult terrain on its front. 5th MarDiv attacking 
ridge running east NISHI encountering ::any caves reinforced emplacements. 
300 yard gain made along right center 5th MarDiv. Enemy pocket continues 
exist in 4th MarDiv ZA west MIN AMI. Gap in line reported between TA 218BD 
ZA 3rd MarDiv. Front lines as of 1330 are: TA 215E 216ABCHIJ 217 AB along 
boundry line between TA 217 234 to 235UV 21SB gap 218DIMNRSX 201DINMQU 
184AFK 183TIGZ0 184KLMNSX 167D. Part 2. "ersonnel casualties as of 1700 
2 March: 3rd MarDiv KEA 22 Off 313 EM WIA 680ff 1350 EM MIA 1 Off 67 EM 
total 3rd Div 91 Off 1730 EM. 4th MarDiv KIA 64 Off 815 EM HIA 235 Off 
4793 EM MIA 1 Off 287 EM total 4th Div 300 Off 5395 EM. 5th Div KIA 43 Off 
726 ELI V/IA 158 Off 30.20 EM MIA 1 Off 174 EM total 5th Div 202 Off 3920 EM. 
Corps troops KIA 1 Off 7 ELI V/IA 5 Off 88 EM MIA 0 Off 2 EM total Corps 
Troons 6 Off 97 EM. Corps .Artillery KIA 0 Off 5 EM IA 1 Off 18 EM MIA 1 
Off 1 EM total Corps .Artillery 2 Off 24 EM. AA KIA 0 V/IA 1 Off 7 EM MIA 
0 total AA 1 Off . Garrison Force Assault Shipping KIA 1 EM. Total 
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03 0605 CTF 51 to CCM5THFLT Info ALL TFC 5THFLT. CII'CMAC BOTH HQ (CONT'D) 


Land Force 602 Off 11674 EM. Grand total 12,276 of which 1997 KIA. 

Combat efficiency very good to excellent. Enemy dead as of 1300 2 March 
10,329. Total PCWs 30 Japs 43 Koreans. Of this total 3 Japs died since 
capture. Para. There was no naval gunfire preparation this aorning due 
lifiited area regaining on RVOPS front. Call fire executed. Night of 2-3 
March and day 3 March 2 CL furnished general support with 1 CL 7 DO 2 
LCSLs in direct support. BERRIEN (APA 62) during unloading incurred con¬ 
siderable structural dawage. Geawweeping qualities unimpaired. Fueling 
completed support carrier units. Part 3. CVS's furnishing support missions 
with control by land force CASCU. PBM aircraft provided searches to north 
and west. 7 R5C airplanes dropped parachute supplies Field No. 1. 1st 
transport plane landed Field #1 1100 followed by 4 additional. Dusk 
strike CHICHI 1330 2 March boobs rockets damage unobserved. 1 TBM holed 
enemy AA returned to base. SI-ITER PRISE planes completed 174 hours continu¬ 
ous day night flight 2200 2 March. 3 VF and 8 VT made dawn attack on 
merchant shipping CHICHI JP'A previously reported. Result rockets hit 1 
3500 ton freighter other results unobserved. Total 11 freighters. Intense 
AA all tynes. AA holed 1 TBM which made water landing. ABELE rescued 
crew. Another strike same size repeated 1100 results unreported. 1 fighter 
shot down over target area no survivors. STEAMER BAY fighter shot down 
1 Jan Francis 1215 position bearing 230 degrees 70 ailes KOTROCKS. n ara. 
Estimate Field #1 and servicing facilities ready to receive 2 VF squadrons 
garrison air force 6 March. Unloading LCT*s LCM’S PURPLE Beach west shore 
now in progress. Unloading continues very difficult due sea conditions. 
General supply situation ICS D with a’-munition supply arriving. Road con¬ 
ditions fair. Considerable rolling stock destroyed to date enevy action. 
Report follows: LVTs operational 255 under repair 31 destroyed 162. 

DUICJs operational 112 under repair 22 destroyed 116, Y/easels operational 
53 under repair 3 destroyed 7. Tanks operational 38 under repair 30 de¬ 
stroyed 32. '/leather clear wind SSE varying to SSW. 12-15 knots. Easterly 
swell surf 5 to 6 feet. Temperature 72-74. Visibility excellent. 


02 2020 CO!INCH & CNO to CINCIMC PEARL Info C0M17.C0I.IAL.ASSEAFR0II . 
03 0930 CINCPAC PEARL to CIHCPAC ADV IIC„ . 


Present aporoved modified Category of Defense A in UNALASKA Sector requires 
manning of harbor defenses. Mar Dept proposes eliminating this require¬ 
ment for ARST installations in this sector stating that requirement can 
not be net due to withdrawal of certain units and personnel from Alaskan 
Department as a result of liLLDl'JHu harbor defenses at DUTCH HARBOR are now 
in caretaker status. Co inch prepared to concur but desires your comment 
before talcing action. Refer JCS io30/2 forwarded CincFOA and info adees 
by ay serial 003139 of 28 October 1944. 


04 0440 CTF 51 to CQM5THFLT Info ALL TFCS FIFTHFLT, 


CIHCPAC BOTH K ... 


Summary No. 27 041200 (K). Follow ing quiet night attack resumed by 4th 

5th MarDivs 0730 and 3rd MarDiv O 83 O. Boundaries objective unchanged. 

16 Bns in ass ult fron left to right as follows: pth ' arDiv BLTs 3/23 
2/23 3/27 3/26 2/26 1/27 3rd MarDiv BLTs: 2/21 3/21 2/9 1/9 4th MarDiv 
BLTs 3/2/ 2/24 1/24 1/23 3/25 3/23. By 1100 small wains registered on the 
left flank and right center 5th MarDiv and opposite center 4th arDiv. 

4th MarDiv eliminated enemy pocket vicinity 'IM/J.I. This division reports 
decreasing resistance on its front with ">rogress slow due ii ficuli _ _ 

c. 1 0 U 
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04 0440 GTF $1 to CCE5TKFLT Info ALL TFC'S FIFTKFLT. Cl?'CMC 50TH HQ (CCNT'D) 

terrain. BLT 2/27 engaged sealing caves SURIBACHI* 5th LlarDiv reports 
hand to hand f-ghting along its front reports ene:ay defensive positions 
lack reinforced concrete features positions ireviously encountered but 
nature defensive strength of terrain alee going slow. Summary casualties 
1700 3 March: 3rd HarDiv KtA 23 Off 330 EM .EA 75 Off 1514 EM MIA 0 Off 
66 EM Total 3rd Div 98 Off 1910 EM. 4th LlarDiv fOA 65 Off 924 Ell MIA 240 
Off 5080 EM LEA.2 Off 279 El Total 4th LlarDiv 307 Off 6283 ELI. 5th r arDiv 
KIA 47 Off 773 31 VEA 175 Off 3370 EM MIA 1 Off 137 EM Total 5th LlarDiv 
222 Off 4330 EM. Corps Troops IE A 1 Off 7 EM MIA 5 Off 93 EM LEA 0 Off 
2 Eli Total Corps Troops 6 Off 102 Eli. Corps Artillery IE A 0 Off 5 EM 
LEA 1 Off 7 EM LEA 1 Off 1 EM total Corps Artillery 2 Off 23 Si. AA ArtilO 
leiy IE A 0 ME A 1 Off 7 Si LEA 0 total AA Aftillery 1 Off 7 EM. Garrison 
Force in assault shipping KIA 1 ELI total casualties LanFor 636 Off 
12,656 ELI. Grand total 13,292 of which 2175 KIA. CentPac air evacuation 
unit now operating ashore. Corps Artillery reports 5 additional eneay 
field pieces destroyed. Intelligence reports indicate Rear Admiral 
Ichinaru Commanding naval forces 140. Enemy rocket launcher captured 
intact. Para. 2 CA 7 DD 2 LCSL gunboats provided support fires during night 
and available call fire missions throughout day. 36 inch homed nine 
sunk 24-38 II 140-32 E Para. Air support missions CAP and ASP cancelled 
due weather conditions. ENTERPRISE dusk strike CHICIE dropped bombs 
rockets results unobserved due weather. 4 seaplanes engaged search 
aissions this morning. Para. 7/e at her wind ILE 3 knots light rain 8/10 
low stratus at 700 feet temperature 69-73 sea light to moderate surf 4 
feet visibility low. 

04 1040 CTF 51 to CGLpTIIFLT Info ALL TFC 5TIIFLT. EMC! AC DOTH HQ . 


Sundry No. 28 041S00 (K). Stiffening enemy opposition held troops to 
small local gains during period. BLT 3/21 passed through BLT 1/21 
pinned down by snail arms fire after advancing average 50 yards. Front 
line remains static since last report. Local counter attack ZA RCT 28 
several hundred Japs 1340 repulsed many killed. Enemy land Stines found 
along west runway airfield #3. Land Force records 12,364 enemy dead with 
POWs 45 Koreans 36 Japs total 81 as of 1800 3 March. Several rounds 
energy artillery fire hit airfield #1 1339 with no damage reported. Large 
water distillation unit estimated 300,000 gallons per day capacity.and 
large tanks discovered cave TA 182 R. Para. Gunfire missions provided 
by 7 DD 2 LCSL this afternoon. Hydrographic survey unit in SUMNER (AGS5) 
with YP 42 arrived. CoaDesRon 50 in DesDiv 99 arrived. Para. Unfavorable 
weather prevented afternoon air support operations. 1 B29 returning Em¬ 
pire strike mide successful emergency landing 170 1457 refueled departed 
TINIAN 1720. 2 TBMs MAKtN ISLAND sprayed DDT occupied area. Para. Surf 
conditions eastern beaches improved but unloading restricted to LSTs 
LSMs. Western beaches taking LCTs LCMs with excellent development po¬ 
tential. Road net shows improvement. 


04 0313 CICM5TICLT to CTF 58 Info LET, TFC 5THFLT. CTG 50.9. UNOM-C ADV N..; . 

During current upkeep and replenishment period at ULITHI maintain as 
practicable equivalent of 2 Task Groups of Task Force 58 ready for sortie 
on 18 hours notice. Desire this precautionary easure not interfere with 
scheduled upkeep and replenishment. 
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04 0429 CIIJCSVrA to COLIAAF TOLQSA. COMAHF TOLQSA. CGIIALF. COC 1ST AUST AHLg. CG 
ovii . w: iw cg 6w; .alt, cg ":...ww a..,; ;c;:, :c- uwacs t.elmv.;:. rcsyx 

HCLLAIJDIA, CG US FORCES NORSOLS Info C OF S AAA DEFT. CINCPOA iiT!! 

CCNSORAC. CG CHINA THEATER. CG CHUM THEATER RSAR ECH. C0M5TIIFLT.CG AWT 

AIR FORCES. SAC SEA KANDY. ADV ECH C-:i „ SPA. 

GX 11515. Advance echelon GHQ opens MANILA 1300 I(-9) J5 March 1945 and 
closes SER .jIGUEL. TARLAC sa:e tine same date and hour. 

04 1759 GHQ S17PA SGD MACARTHUR to VD-5 ADV ECU (SAMAR) Info CINCPOA ADV HQ. ALLIED 
AIR FORCES (TOLQSA). ALLIED NAVAL FORCES ( TOLQSA). ADV ECH GH 

Your 010403. Approve operation of 5 photo Liberators from Clark Field 
about 10 March with Commander Allied Air Forces stating actual date of 
transfer from SAMAR. Direct communication with Conraander Allied Air Forces 
is authorized to arrange details of Clark operations. 

05 04342 MACARTHUR to COHGENPOA Info CINCPOA BOTH HQ. CCMGSN8TH ARMY. CCMGENIOTHAWT 

COMGENFOA. C0L1GM24THC0RPS. COLIGSN USASOS . 

Cite CX 11584. ReURad RJ 53900 dated 2 March your proposal to send con¬ 
trol group of 4 officers headed by Colonel Herbert William Mansfield to 
assist in counting out 24th Corns garrison echelons is concurred in PD 
SIR priority item N-SW-2-372-AGF-MAR. 

05 0435 CTF 51 to CCN^IIFLT Info CINCPAC XTH I J.L ?FC 57IIFLT . 

Summary No. 29 051200 (K). Front line reports indicate night 4-5 March 
enemy infiltration attempts broken up by artillery fire. Considerable small 
arris mortar fire received. Morning activities narked by reorganization div¬ 
isions in preparation for concerted Corps attack eastward 6 March. Total 
trooo casualties to 1700 4 March: 3rd MarDiv less 3rd Marines KIA 27 Off 
333 EM ’VIA 85 Off 1732 EM MIA 2 Off 67 EM Total 3rd 'ArDiv 115 Off 2183 EM. 
4th MarDiv KIA 6]_ Off 1028 EM .VIA 249 Off 5372 EM MIA 1 Off 231 EM total 
4th MarDiv 317 Off 6631 EM. 5th MarDiv KIA 49 Off 846 EM 

’.VIA 179 Off 3677 EM MIA 2 Off 197 EM total 5th MarDiv 230 Off 4729 EM. 

Corps Troops KIA 1 Off 7 EM WIA 5 Off 102 EM MIA 0 Off 2 EM Total 6 Off 111 
EM. Corps Artillery KIA 0 Off 5 ELI '.VIA 1 Off 17 EM MIA 1 Off 1 ELI total 
Corps Artillery 2 Off 23 EM, AA Artillery KIA 0 Off 1 EM ElA 1 Off 9 EM 
MIA 0 Total AA Artillery 1 Off 10 EM. Total LanFor 671 Off 13,634 EM. 

Grand Total 14,355 of which 2,419 KIA. Fara. 1 CA 1 CL 7 DD's and 2 I.CSL 
provided night illumination and call fires with 1 CL 1 CA and $ DDs avail¬ 
able throughout day. Fara. 7 search sectors flown by PBKs 170 seadrome. 

1 n SM search plane investigating subma rine report possible ditch unknown 
plane position 30-25 N 141-45 E. CVE furnished direct air support call mis¬ 
sions throughout uoming. Para. Unloading progresses over both western and 
eastern beaches. Western beach is taking LOT'S LCLI'S DUK./S while eastern 
beaches restricted to LST'S LEM'S due surf condition though this is im¬ 
proved. Weather overcast scattered low clouds. Wing light northerly 5 
knots. Temperature 73. Visibility poor. Low swell with 4 feet surf. 
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05 1015 CTF 51 to C0M5THFLT Info CIKCPAC BOTH HO. ,iLL TFC 5THFLT . 

Suanaiy No. 30. 051300 (Pi). 4th MarDiv and 5th MarDiv completed reorgan¬ 

izing with 3rd 'arDiv reported progressing satisfactorily. Reserve aaaruni— 
tion built up and reequipping of personnel accomplished. Topping up rear 
areas in progress, Petails plan of attackwtomorrow unavailable at this 
tine, Para. Search plane L'+OO sank small enemy vessel 28-30 N 134-50 E. 
Francis shot down 1215 3 March by fighter STEAMER BAT instead NAT0MA BAX 
previously reported. TINIAN search PBAX’s stage thru L.'G on return trip 
coranencing 5 March and landcats vd.ll replace seacats. Expect to decon- 
aission seaplane base 6th. Enemy AA hit 2 TBM’s MAKLN ISLAND 1205-1220. 
Both landed safely 1.70 Field. 1 crew .member HA. Previous report possible 
ditch unknovm plane 30-25 N 13+1-45 E now identified as B-29 which ade LV0 
base. Para. Surf conditions favored unloading this afternoon. 


05 1246 


04 0558 


CIKCPAC APV HQ to C0M5THFLT. CTF 51. C0MGENFMFPAC (PEARL) Info 00211) 

ISC0M SAIPAN. CTF 56. CTG 56.1. CO F. .DECHFMFPAC . 


: ’ARDIV. 


Designation of 2nd MarDiv as area reserve for DETACHMENT Operation terrdna- 
ted herewith. 

C0MGENP0A to CINCPOA PEARL HQ Info CIKCPOA aDV It., C0KG5N7MPPAC . 


RJ-54232. Army facilities KAUAI listed FLIF PAC 200340 Feb included in 
-•y serial OOO 69 Feb 10 ReURads 202205 and 272132 Feb with understanding 
that in case it becomes necessary to send additional Army troops to KAUAI 
as a result of present status of FILBAS Agreement or redeployment this 
support to Marines ust of necessity be curtailed accordingly. 

06 0500 CTF 51 to C0H5THFLT Info Cli-ICPAC BOTH KQ. ALL TFC FIFTHFLT . 

Summary No. 31 061200 (K). Usual infiltration attempts with small arms 
mortar fire received during night 5-6 March. Troops con leted reorganiza¬ 
tion. Preceded by most intensive artillery preparation this operation and 
reinforced by naval gunfire 5th PhibCorps attacked in echelon on limited 
front with 3 divisions abreast K Hour 0800 with Corps objective 0-3 line. 

A rolling barrage accompanied attack each division. 5th ’.'arDiv co uenced 
attack 0300 with ain effort on right to seize high ground to IE in con¬ 
junction with 3rd MarDiv on right. 3rd ’arDiv jumped off 0300 vrith vain 
effort on left its ZA in conjunction with 5th MarDiv seize 0-.3 line right 
elements of this division supporting. At 0900 right elements of 3rd ’arDiv 
attacked on the right ZA in conjunction with the left of 4th MarDiv to 
seize high ground vicinity Hill 362 TA 219U. Right elements 4th ’larDiv 
supported advance of attacking elements. 4th and 5th MarDiv authorized 
move troops supplies thru ZA 3rd ’larDiv when necessary support attack 
their interior flank elements. 14 Bns are in assault disposed as follows: 
5th H rDiv BLTs 3/23 3/27 3/26 2/26 2/27. 3rd MarDiv BLTs 2/21 l/21 2/9 
1/9. 4th MarDiv BLTs 2/23 2/24 l/24 l/25 2/25 3/25. H Bns artillery were 
rassed for K hour and K plus 60 preparations. 22300 rounds artillery fired 
preparation and barrage. Naval gunfire reinforced artillery preparation 
with 50 rounds 14 inch 200 rounds 3 inch. Report 1200 indicated 3rd MarDiv 
has advanced average 400 yards along its entire front. 4th 5th MarDivs no 
report. Progress generally is slow against heavy opposition. Revised casual, 
ty lists 1300 5 Mar now show KIA 2534 HA 10664 MIA 539 total 13,837. This 
figure less than previously reported due fact sick previously carried as'..HA 
Divs report total 14456 enemy dead. Para, 2 CA 7 DD 2 I0SL furnished illu¬ 
mination call fires throughout, night with 1 0BB 2 CA 7 DD and 2 LCSL 

- Continued - 2783 





















06 0500 CTF 51 to C0H5TKFLT Info CIHCPAC BOTH HQ. ALL TFC 5TIiFLT (CONT'D) 

available throughout, day. YANCEY (AKA 93) has accumulated extensive 
structural damage during unloading operations since D Day still opera¬ 
tional. Para. Sea Drone de comissioned with PBM seaplanes returning 
SAIPAN 0900. PB4Y search planes now refuel IWO on return flight to TINIAN. 
28 Aruy P51 landed 1200 with 12 Army P6l planes due arrive afternoon. 

CVE's furnished direct air support. 1 TBLI 3AGIN A/ BAY hit by gunfire 
0830 made wheels-up landing LVO Field with 1 crew neiber KIA. Unloading 
conditions both beaches good, 'leather clear high scattered clouds. 
Visibility excellent. VtTind SSE 8 knots. Temperature 75. Surf 2 feet low 
easterly swell. 

06 1010 CTF 51 to C0N5TiINLT Info CINCPCA DCTM IN,,. ALT. TFC 5TIIFLT . 

Summary No. 32 061800 (K). In spite of heavy prolonged artillery fire 
reinforced by strong naval gunfire and air strikes troops pinned down by 
hostile snail arms and nortar fire throughout day. Snail salient was ex¬ 
tended to depth 200 yards vicinity of RJ at TA 235S along Division boundary 
5th MarDiv 3rd MarDiv. Small gain opposite center 3 r d MarDiv extending 
to 331 in TA 218T. Otherwise no change front lines which at 1730 K were 
233UY 234UW ST 235UV.7RSY 218EJ0TYX 201DEJIMRW 184BGHNTY 167E. Para. 
TransDivs 31 32 with casualties departed 1800 GUAM. DOYEN (APAl) straddled 
by light caliber artillery projectiles. 1 hit forward boon putting it out 
of coriraission. Nil casualties. Not known whether fire friendly or enery. 
Para. CVE planes concentrated on rocket strafing attacks against sraall 
targets throughout afternoon. 1 SALT LAKE CITY 0S2U shot down 1500 crashed 
nil survivors. 12 P6l night fighters Aray garrison arrived 1300. 2 TBMs 
ENTERPRISE made rocket attack seaplane base CHICHI JT r A 0430 results not 
observed. 

07 0510 CTF 51 to C0M5THFLT Info CINCPAC BOTH HQ. ALL TFC 5THFLT . 

Summary No. 33 071200 (K). Follcwing relatively quiet night V PhibCorps 
resumed attack this morning 15 assault Bns in line boundaries and objective 
unchanged. 4th MarDiv with main effort on its left jumped off at 0800. 3rd 
MarDiv with main effort capture Hill 362 TA 219U attacked at 0500. 5th MarDiv 
with main effort on its right to take high ground to NE their ZA attacked at 
0730. By 1030 3rd MarDiv reports WEIXING Hill 362 and by hand to hand 
fighting had advanced approximately 500 yards but advance then checked. ULD0 
report indicates 100-200 yards advance left center 4th MarDiv. No report 
5th MarDiv. CP BLT 2/23 received direct hit 0645 causing staff casualties. 
Present front lines are: TA WXF03 3 W XY 234UVWST 235HJ VECYUO S I 218E 
219 AFK3YJU 201 EJ GAP 202F 201 EAFE0FKS XRXYBVDNXIAM 184CGMNSY 167E. Our 
casualties 061700 are RMNON 3rd MarDiv KIA 29 Off 417 EM WIA 93 Off 1906 
EM MIA 2 Off 68 EM total. 3rd MarDiv battle casualties 124 Off 2491 
Division non-effectives l£ Off SEVENONFXE RO EM. 4TH MarDiv KIA 69 Off 1137 EM 
(10 groups missing) Off 180 EM total 4th MarDiv battle casualties 315 Off 
SNP086 EM. Division non-effectives 15 Off 977 EM. 5th MarDiv KIA 5 6 MHWVIWN 
FFXRE7 EM WIA 177 Off 3678 EM MIA 5 Off 272 EM total 5th MarDiv battle casual¬ 
ties 238 Off 4907 EM. Division non-effectives 9 Off 361 EM. Corps troops 
KIA 1 Off 7 EM WIA 5 Off 85 EM MIA 0 Off 3 EM total Corps Troops battle 
casualties 6 Off 95 EM. Corps troops non-effectives 1 Off 20 EM. Corps artil¬ 
lery KIA 0 Off 5 EM MIA 0 Off 11 EM MIA 1 Off i EM total Corps Artillery 
battlecasualties 1 Off 17 EM. Corps Artillery non-effectives 1 Off 8 EM. 
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07 0510 CTF 51 Summary No. 33 (CONT'D) . 

AA artillery KIA 0 Off 3 EM WIA 1 Off 9 EM MIA 0 total AA artillery battle 
casualties 1 Off 12 EM. AA artillery non-effectives 0 Off 2 EM. Total Land 
Force battle casualties 6 8KWYE Off 13608 EM. Grand total 14,293 of which 2681 
KIA. Tbtal non-effectives 2120. Para* 2 OBB 7 DD 2 LCSL carried out night 
illumination and harrassing missions with 9 DD on call throughout day* 
SAMARITAN (AH1D) arrived 0843 for casualty evacuation, Para, ENTERPRISE 
planes on dusk strike CHICHI and HAHA 6 March encountered solid overcast. 
Bombs rockets used results unobserved. ENTERPRISE planes on special intruder 
mission over CHICHI from 0400 til dawn 7 March, CVEs augmented ENTERPRISE 
dawn sweep struck O 63 O 1 ANZIO TBM shot down over target nil survivors. 1 
SAGITAW BAT TBM landed IWO Field DUEFFSKMGE port wing, shore based Amy P51s 
took over local CVP 1200 7 March. CVEs furnished morning direct air support. 
Para. Sea conditions yesterday best experienced to date but use LCMs on steep 
eastern beaches still not practicable without heavy losses. On west beach 
LSM LCT LCM DUCKS in use with water too shalloy/ for LST. Unloading conditions 
afloat and ashore about optimum with available water transportation. Short 
tons unloaded 24 hours ending 061800 were 115 0WIMM assault transports 7 
EFGUYHOQ ammunition 2850 garrison. Unloading conditions good wind W 5 knots, 
9SLXGTLNE0 strato cumulus 5000 feet. Temperature 71. Visibility fair. Calm 
sea lew short westerly swell, 

07 1100 CTF 51 to CCM5THFU Info CINCPAC BOTH HQ. ALL TFC 5THFLT . 




Summary No. 34, 071800 (K). Continued heavy resistance mainly small arms 

and machine gun fire held ground troops to limited gains throughout after¬ 
noon. 5th MarDiv estimates Japs withdrawing from caves vicinity TA 234SP. 

Japs blew up ammunition dump TA 233. 3rd tank Bn states Jap suicide group 
charged tanks and were mowed down. Positions ordered consolidated at 1700 
with attacks after that hour authorized to seize limited objectives. Gains 
of 500 yards made along left flank of 5th MarDiv narrowing to 200 yards cen¬ 
ter and right. CcmCruDiv 5 relieved ComPhibGrp 11 as CTF 54. All OBBs 
departed for ULITHI 1800. CAPE STEPHENS propeller damaged by LCM. Para. 

Thick weather cancelled support missions by CVE planes 1500. CAP by garrison 
F-51s secured 1530 due weather. Special search for ANZIO TBM pilot lost 
over CHICHI JIMA with negative results. Para. Favorable conditions for un¬ 
loading. 


08 0550 CTF 51 to C0M5THFLT Info ALL TFC 5THFLT. CINCPAC BOTH HQ . 

Summary No. 35. 081200 (K), Night 7-S March uneventful. Corps continued 

attack in echelon to capture remainder of island. 4th MarDiv attacked 0620 
with main effort on its left. 3rd MarDiv 5th MarDiv attacked at 0750 with 
main effort both divs on right. Zones of action boundaries unchanged except 
boundary between 5th and 3fcd MarDiv extended to TA 236 F. 4th MarDiv reports 
enemy withdrawing from caves on its front. Fragnentary reports indicate 
stubborn resistance continues. Little advance on all fronts. 1030 report 
shows 200 yard gain along 5th MarDiv center and left flank with 200 yard 
salient extended to TA 236U opposite left flank 3rd MarDiv and 200 yard sali¬ 
ent advanced to TA 202CL opposite left flank 4th MarDiv. Translation captured 
undated document reveals order issued by Commander Defense Force to poison 
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08 0550 CTF 51 Summary Mo. 35 (C0NT»D) . 

with hydrocyanic acid all water not removed to rear* LanFor cumulative 
casualties 1700 7 Mar: 720 Officers 14090 enlisted men* Grand total 14810 
of which 2847 KIA* Total LanFor non-effectives including sick and injured 
non-battle 47 Off 2265 enlisted men, Smam Para, Night fire support by 1 CA 
7 DD 2 LCSL with 1 CA 7 DD available throughout day* SOLACE arrived 0930 
for casualty evacuation* Seaplane base group HAMLIN(AV15) and CHINC0TEAGUE 
(AVP24) departed SAIPAN 0900. Seaplane base discohtinued* SUMNER (AGA5) hit 
by small caliber enemy shell with 1 enlisted man KIA 2 enlisted WIA, Ship 
undamaged, Para. Direct air support continues by CVE planes* RUDYERD BAY 
filter pilot shot down over IW0 0900 making crash landing in water. Pilot 
rescued by YMS 476. HUDSON at 1100 position 77-25 N 143-25 E rescued 8 of 
12 survivors of B-29 46 sector 609 which made water landing, 6 of 8 sur¬ 
vivors injured. 3 LandCats arriving IW0 1535 7 March took over Dumbo, Dusk 
strike CHICHI JIMA 7 March cancelled due weather, Nite 27-28 Feb troops re¬ 
ported parachutes dropped close to front lines. Now confirmed as Jap plane 
attempting resupply 1570 troops. At time first noted bogey report received 
but evaluated as ASP. Believe new plane was a low flier not seen visually 
and only fragmentary sighting by radar, ENTERPRISE dawn sweep CHICHI 8 
March strafed rocketed field area naval base results unobserved. Para, 
Unloading and evacuation from western beaches shifted to eastern beaches due 
surf conditions. First echelon garrison shipping arrived commenced unload¬ 
ing. 4250 tons unloaded all beaches past 24 hours, 7/eather wind NW 16 
knots. Temperature 66. 4/10 cumulus 3000 feet. Visibility good. Low swell 
NW 3 feet surf eastern beaches with 6 feet surf western beaches, 

08 0753 CINCPAC ADV HQ to CCMINCH Info C0M3RDELT. C0M5THFLT.CaiAIRPAC.CINCPAC PEARL. 

CTF 58. C0MBATR0N 2. C0MFAIHWESTC0AST. C0M7THFLT. BUORD. BUSHIPS. COTCPAC . 

Your 091340. 40mm or larger projectiles considered necessary for certain 
and early destruction suicide bombers penetrating filter patrols. Positive 
steps to reduce difficulties in identification and fighter direction which 
enable 5 inch to open fire earlier being taken. Most cases of attacks which 
hit are result of surprise with little or no firing time. Straight dive 
attacks generally occur only with lew ceiling or near land with many attacks 
being sudden turns into ship after low run from ahead or astern. Latter 
offer very short no deflection firing period. Proposed quad 50 cal with Mk 8 
sight believed at best of little more use than 20mm which has been of minor 
importance in stopping suicide attacks. Hew ever, in view of Com3rdFlt 1 22227 
Com5thFlt 020447 CcmAirPac 182126 and ComBatRon 2 240100 all Feb AMGM and 
implied approval and desire in your O 9 I 340 advance papers and visit of pro¬ 
ponent accede to proposal to install ASP turrebb on carriers as available 
in yards and in quantities designated by Cominch. Early evaluation by 
BuOrd desired to include maintenance, gun life, and stopping power. 


T Sch!gct) 


2788 















MARCH(GCT) 






08 1045 CTF 51 to C0M5THFLT Info CINCPAC BOTH HQ. AIL TFC 5THFLT . 

Sumraaiy No« 36, 081800 (K), Results of ground action for the day showed 
slew but steady progress being made against enemy defending desparately 
every inch of ground* Early morning attack appeared to confuse enemy but 
they reorganized quickly and slewed down our progress light heavy machine gun 
small arms fire* Our tanks took out many pillboxes moving over difficult ter— 
rain* Japs booby trapped Marine dead during night with pressure released 
FUZ satchel charges* Front line troops again report snipers wearing Marine 
uniforms. As day ended troops were in position along line: TA 233E 234FGHNT 
235PQRST 236U 219AL2V 202AGK 2010SV 184CHMSY 167E prepared to resume the 
attack at dawn. Para* OVERTON (APD23) destroyed horned mine 17157 March 21-15N 
141-17E* LOT 1029 broached and heavily damaged eastern beach. Salvage and 
repair impossible. Craft towed to sea sunk 153 fathoms, SAMARITAN departed 
GUAM 1800 with casualties. Para* CVE based planes continued direct support 
missions, 1 strafing mission flown by shore based P-51s when coming off 
CAPQBJJCLAP . 1 RUDYERD BAT TBM hit crash landed IWO Field with slight injury 
1 crewman. 2 additional Amy P-51 squadrons and 1 Marine TBM squadron arrived 
afternoon IWO Field. Further information dawn sweep CHICHI indicates field 
cleared of WEECQS and operational* 

08 0435 ADV GHQ MANILA to CINCPOA ADV HQ Info CINCPOA PEARL. CQMCARDIV 30. C0MSERV7FLT 

CAX 50877. 

As a result of conference at 7th Fit Hdqtrs LEYTE on 26 Feb attended by your 
representative Capt House to discuss BPF petroleum requirements at MANUS 
and LEYTE, the following is forwarded for your concurrence: Para 1, Navy 
special fuel oil: It will be the responsibility of Cincpac to supply and 
transport to the SWPA all BPF requirements. Sub Para A* Those quantities 
scheduled through MANUS will come under the control of ComServ7 upon arrival 
at MANUS. An equivalent amount will be issued to the BPF at MANUS by Com- 
Serv 7 or if required at LEYTE through ComSeron 10, Sub Para B, Those quanti¬ 
ties transported direct to LEYTE by Cincpac will come under control and be 
tmmmMkm. issued to the BFF by CcmSeRon 10. Para 2, AvGas MoGas rifc diesel 
and lubricating oil will be provided from SWPA stocks, as requested by 
Cincpac, Sub Para A, At MANUS ComServ 7 will be responsible for providing 
all of these products. Sub Para B, At LEYTE on request of ComSeRon 10 
diesel and lubricating oils will be provided by ComServ 7 and AvGas and MoGas 
will be provided by area petroleum officer or his representative, Para 3* 
Details in regard to the submission of requirements, reports on consumption 
and movements of tankers as outlined at SYDNEY conference are satisfactory. 

It is important that full information as to BPF requirements be furnished 
SWPA area petroleum officer and ComServ 7 together with times and places 
of delivery. 




O 


09 0015 OOMWESTSEAFRON. C0MG5N WDC to C OF S USA. COMINCH. INFO CINCPAC ADV.C 


8>£82!i 


AAF 


Commander Western Sea Frontier and ComGen Western Defense Command consider 
pending conference SanFran offers attractive opportunity to JAPAN for fast 
carrier raid as propaganda and offensive answer to "Where is Fleet" and in 
view of approaching inability his carriers to exist in home waters. This 
can be effected with carriers new available behind cold front on a non- 
recoverable basis and undetectable by air search. This suggests desirability 
of early attacks on eneny carriers. Meanwhile Amy & Navy air forces except 
antiaircraft on coast are generally adequate in numbers but all are in train¬ 
ing. Effective defense will require much earlier warning than provided by 
coastal radar. Screen of radar equipped surface vessels plus carrier scouting 
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09 0015 COMVESSEAFRON. CQMGSN WDC to CofS USA. COLSNCH Info CINCPAC ADV. CCMGEN AAF . 
(CONTINUED) ‘ 

and striking force essential to adequate detection* Recommend necessary 
authority to establish condition 2 of flight regulations and modify 
training schedules as necessary to establish adequate defenses. Immediate 
basis decision requisted. Detailed plans and requirements of Army and Navy 
being forwarded, 

09 0147 C0M5THFLT to CTG 51,21 Info CINCPAC ADV. CTF 58. CTF 51, 

CTF 51 080920, Overall situation demands availability ENTERPRISE group for 
next operation in preference to lesser usefulness as now employed. Sail 
ENTERPRISE group so as to arrive ULITHI by early mor ning 12 March at latest 
and report CTF 53* Employ shore based aircraft fullest extent to meet air 
requirements IW0 and B0NINS Area, 

09 0229 C0M5THFLT to CINCPAC ADV HQ Info CTF 58. CINCPAC PEARL. COMAIRPAC . 

Am approving CTF 58 050817 as basis for planning, FORMOSA strike can be 
added later if developing situation makes this advisable. Details regarding 
coordination with other forces by separate dispatches. Have ordered ENTER¬ 
PRISE group return ULITHI my 090147* Recommend SHANGRI LA be sailed so as 
to join TF 58 earliest practicable date. Importance and magnitude caning 
operations justify her combat availability at expense some interference with 
training until situation allows resumption use of CV at PEARL, Concur with 
Mitscher that CABOT retention without fresh air group is inadvisable, 

06 0325 CINCPOA PEARL HQ. to C CHINCH Info CINCPOA ADV HQ. COM 17. COMALASSEAFRON, 

Cominch and CNO 022048 (022020) concur, 

09 1015 ZCTF 51 to C0M5THFLT. Info CINCPAC BOTH HQ. ALL TFC 5THFLT . 

Summary No, 37, 091800 (K), During night of 8 March 5th MarDiv front 

generally quiet, 3rd MarDiv received sniper and rocket fire, 4th MarDiv re¬ 
ported heavy rocket and mortar fire and infiltration Attempts in strength, 
564 enemy destroyed in attempts, 1 CA and 7 DD provided illumination and 
harassing fire. Attack resumed at 0700 with 3 Divisions abreast. No 
change in zones of action. Encouraging progress was made by troops today 
against continuing stiff resistance. At 1315 patrols of RCT 21 reached the 
beach at TA 236W, Rocket fire reported from KAMA or KANGORO RTCKS Corps 
Arty continues to provide general support. NO 1 provided during day by 1 
CA and 4 DD, CVE groups continued close support missions, P-5Is gave ad¬ 
ditional support with excellent results, 1 P-51 crashed on landing and 
damaged 2 parked planes. At 1421 1 B29 made successful forced landing an 
airfield No. 1, Casualties as of 1700 9 March. Battle casualties 760 Off 
15251 enl. Grant total 16011 of which 3098 KIA. Non effectives total 2118. 
Unloading and evacuation continues on eastern beaches. 0 garrison force 
completed unloading this morning. Total tonnage last 24 hours 2810. Be¬ 
tween 0345 and 0400 estimate 3 bogies closed without attacking as described 
CTF 51 dispatch 082020. Landing conditions eastern beaches good western 
beaches unsatisfactory. Front lines as of 1700 (K), 250V 234 BHMNOT 235 

KLRNST 236FNV 219BCHMRW 202BAFGLQU 201Y 184EDCGHMSY 167EJ. 
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10 0435 CTG 51.21 to COM5THFLT Info CINCPOA 30TH HQ. ALL TGC 5THFLT. CTF 94 . 

Following is 101200 (K) situation summary (NO. 38). Night fairly quiet with 
minor attempts at infiltration. 4th MarDiv reported at 1130 (K) that initial 
morning advance met only light fire. RCT 24 reported held up by sniper fire 
,«■**, and RCT 25 getting sniping from rear. Have encountered no large groups of 

enemy. Resistance generally spotty. 3rd MarDiv reported at 1150 (K) little 
activity in RCT 21 sector. BLT 1/21 has patrols on beach in TA 236W and 
219D. RCT 9 on beach swinging souttj&t 1120(K), BLT 2/21 estimates few 
enemy on its front. BLT 3/21 moving slowly against caves and pillboxes. 

5th MarDiv reported 1130(K) RCT 26 being held up on flanks. ECT 28 having 
trouble with blockhouse or pillbox in TA 235A. 


10 0900 CTF 51 to CQM5THFLT Info CINCPOA BOTH HQ. ALL TFC5THFLT . 




Summary No. 39 101800(K). Troops continued to make steady progress. Sub¬ 
stantial gains made on ri^vt flank against resistance termed as generally 
spotty and disorganized. At 1500 patrol reached beach in TA 186A. Close 
air support furnished entirely by P-51s except for VOF planes which strafed 
and dropped napalm bombs. Air support confined to extreme northern end 
of island in TA 250 and 251* During daylight 1 CA and 3 DD gave close sup¬ 
port. Last night 1 ASP plane from CVE TULAGI (CVE72) emergency wheels up 
landing airfield 1* No injuries. During morning 5 B29s landed 1 plane 
ran off end of runway. Others landed safely. During afternoon 4 B29s 
took off, at 1430(K) shore based VMTB assumed ASP relieving CVEs. 2 rusted 
spherical contact mines believed to have broken loose from fields in BONINS 
were sunk bearing 025 50 miles from HOT ROCKS. Unloading continues on 
eastern beaches under favorable conditions* Heavy surf still prevents use 
of western beaches. SOLACE (AH5) departed with 568 patients. Estimated 
enemy casualties 21,086. Front lines consolidated at 1700 as follows: 

2502V 234CIJ0 235PQRSNSTT 236 U 219ABCHMNOTX 202CBAFGMSX 185DHMQKAH north 
to UCPTY 167E. Plan to continue the attack at 0830 tomorrow. 



05 0630 CTF 51 to C0M5THFLT . 

Date of completion capture and occupation Fhaee Para 5F your OpPlan 13-44 
may be difficult to determine exactly and may occur while you are in radio 
silence. Estimate that CG 5th Corps and 4th and 5th MarDivs will be evacu¬ 
ated and IWO turned over to IsCan by 15 March. In view withdrawal fleet 
units by that date recommend respon sibility for defense and development 
IWO JIMA be transferred to ComFwdArea about 16 March exact date to be de¬ 
termined by later arrangement between that officer and CTG 51*21. Rdcommend 
directive to that effect be issued by you not later than ID March. Para. 
Request designation of SOPA IWO JIMA TOR HOS CTG 51*21 may transfer re¬ 
sponsibility. 


10 2320 C0M5THFLT to CTG 51.21. CTF 94. info CINCPOA BOTH HQ. TF & TGC'S CENPAC TFs . 

V Anticipate that Com5thFlt will be in radio silence when capture and occupa¬ 

tion phase 1570 JIMA is completed. Desire action adees confer to determine 
date mutually agreeable 'for transfer of responsibility for defense and de- 
t CTG 51.21 promulgate announcement of completion of capture and 
n phase and of transfer^bo IsCom Maj Gen James $ Chaney USA CTG 10. 1^ 
fer of SOPA functions to command designated by CTF 94. When command 
ed CTF 94 assume responsibility 1770 JIMA conforming to Cincpoa 


0 j, >yelopment 
occupatio; 



directives. 
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11 1000 CTG 51.21 to OOM5THFLT Info CIMCPAC BOTH HQ, AT.T. TFC5THFLT . 


Summary No# 41 111800(K)# Organized resistance was overcome on 3rd and 4th 
MarDiv sectors except for northeast corner of 3rd MarDiv sector and small 
pocket of resistance in 4th MarDiv sector. 5th MarDiv made sma ll gains 
against heavy resistance from northern tip of island. 5th Mardiv estimates 
1000 Japs still remain in 5th MarDiv zone of action. Front lines as of 1700 
pocket in 4th MarDiv zone TA 185RLPU 168A. In 5th Div zone TA 250W 2340 
235LHW. TA 219A 236VW. LanFor reports general supply situation satisfactory. 
Total LanFor battle casualties to 111800(K) 817 Off 16646 ail. Grand 
total 17,463 of which 3449 KIA. Total noneffectives 3,094. Combat efficiency 
very good. P51s executed 2 support missions during afternoon in TA 250 and 
251. At II 40 all P51s which attacked CHICHI JIMA returned safely. Pilots 
report 22 hits on SUSAKE FIELD on runway and among planes, 1 transport 1 
damaged Kate 2 unidentified planes 1 direct hit 2 probables 5 near misses 
on estimated 16 to 18 small ships in harbor. Strafed Susaki Field and KITAMURA 
TOVN nad 0KIMURA TO.VN on HAHA. Set fire to radio weather station at 0KB1URA. 
At 1017(K) CTU 12.6.1 reported 1 homed type mine had been exploded by 
gunfire in area CELLAR. Unloading now being controlled by Port Director 
BTC). Plan to continue the attack at 0800. 


11 1216 CC8J5THPLT TO CINCPAC ADV HQ, . 

Jap suicide plane crashed RANDOLPH (CV 15) at anchor about 2010K®-10) 
starting fire now under control. Casualties 1 known dead about 25 injured. 
Second suicide plane crashed SORLEN ISLAND same time damaging buildings. 
More later. 


12 0905 CTG 51.21 to C0M5THFLT Info CINCPftA BOTH HQ,. ALL TFC 5THFLT . 

Summary No. 43 121800(K). 16 P51 s struck OKIMURA TOWN with bombs and strafing. 
Intense AA fire. 1 plane hit but all returned safely. At 1145 K submarine 
sighted bearing 125 distance 40 miles from HOT ROCKS by ASP plane. Sub dived. 
Depth hunter killer operations continuing. At 1410 damaged FB4Y search plane 
landed. Mopping up continues in 3rd and 4th Div zones. At 1240 3rd MarDiv 
reports all organized resistance ceased their zone of action, to boundary 
at TA 236G. Resistance in 4th MarDiv area new confined to small pocket about 
200 yards square TA 1851. 5th MarDiv meeting continued stiff resistance. 

Front lines as of 1730 K TO A 250W west center to 34D southwest to CR 291 
to RJ in 235 K to K center LOAYN FUL east a southeast along div boundary 
to coast at 236 G. Situation shews more improvement than is reflected in 
space gained. Most important enemy defensive installations have been destroyed 
including 23 pillbcgea in TA 234 DI and the strong enemy position in TA 235RST 
has been taken. No enemy artillery reported. 1st Garrison came in 73 percent 
unloaded. 

12 0950 C0M5THFLT to CINCPAC ADV Info CINCPAC PEARL. C0MAIRPAC.CTF58.USS RANDOLPH. 

CTF 52. CTF 54 . 


My 111216 not to all. Suicide attacks were made by 2 twin engine planes both 
carrying bombs. 1 plane hit SORLEN ISLAND boat repair base and other hit 
RANDOLPH starboard quarter at flight deck level. Some material damage SORLEN 
ISLAND 2 dead 6 injured. RANDOLPH after 60 feet starboard side flight deck 
has hole 40 feet wide. Sections underneath wrecked. Estimate can be repaired 
ServRon 10 in 3 to 4 weeks see my 120435* H RANDOLPH planes destroyed 6 
seriously damaged. 18 dead 47 injured 22 of whom transferred to RELIEF. 
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12 0950 CGM5THFLT to CIMCPAC ADV HQ. ETC . (CONT'D) 

Plane loss and casualty data subject to later revision by RANDOLPH. Ex¬ 
amination of Jap planes with notes and maps found therein indicates planes 
came from KANOYA via OKINAWA or MINAMI DAXTO. See memorandum sent you today 
by officer messenger* 3rd plane discovered this morning wrecked in shallow 
water near YAP. YAP airstrips remain nonoperational but are being covered 
by daylight strike and dusk CAP to eliminate possibility of staging. Ad¬ 
ditional precautions being taken. Recommend withholding release regarding 
attack unless announced by Japs in which case restrict release to destruction 
2 planes* 

11 0800 C0M5THFLT to CINCPAC BOTH HQ. Info COMAIRPAC. COMAIRPAC SUBCCMFORD . 

CVE situation* Losses of escort carriers in combat have not been replaced* 
These losses can be expected to increase, (B) Missions assigned CVE and 
their value at objectives have greatly increased. (C) Assignment for next 
operation of only 4 transport CVE to support 5th Fit is inadequate* Lack 
of sufficient transport CVE makes it necessary to assign all those available 
to support TF 53* This leaves 18 CVE engaged in close support at objective 
without provision for aircraft replacement except by withdrawal of 1 or 
more of them from already inadequate number, (D) This serious situatioijke- 
quires remedial action, Para* Recommend assignment 4 additional transport 
CVE now from CarTransRon* Believe this can be balanced by more intensive 
employment of remainder and accepting reasonable reduction of number re¬ 
placement aircraft now in pipeline add at bases to rear of MARIANAS and 
ULITHI. Para, Recommend additional and longer range action toacpedite avail¬ 
ability of more CVE from new construction and sources outside P0A* 

12 1502 CINCPAC ADV HQ to COMAIRPAC Info C0M5THFLT . Com5thFlt 110800 comment. 

12 0215 CTG 51.21 to C0M5THFLT Info CINCPOA BOTH HQ. ALL TFC 5THFLT . 

Summary No, 42 121200(K), Quiet night on all fronts. Minor infiltration 
attempts and mortar fire in 4th and 5th MarDiv Sectors. POW estimates 300 
Japs remain in pocket of resistance TA 185 PQUV. K hour advanced to 0700, 

3rd and 4th MarDiv continue mopping up, Japs remaining in caves are being 
sealed in. Sane Japs killed have been reported to be in Marine uniforms. 

5th MarDiv reports general movement along front and advances of 75 to 100 
yards, NGF support provided by 1 CA 2 DD 2 LCI(G). P-51s continue to give 
support in TA 250 and 251, Last night 2 and this morning 7 B-29s made emer¬ 
gency landings. 3 B-29s have already departed. No. 1 airfield NE-SW runway 
now operational 5800 feet. Airfield No. 2 will be operational about 14 March 
with NE-SW runway 2200 feet long and E-W runway 1200 feet long. Begin evacu¬ 
ation of 4th MarDiv morning 14 March. RDO IWO JIMA teletype installed and 
ready to test, BOUNTIFUL arrived and is loading casualties. Net laying 
operations commenced. 

12 0420 C0M5THFLT TO CINCPAC ADV HQ INFO CTF 58 . 

CTF 58 120136 passed to you for action recommending approval. Expect 
CABOT will be assigned local patrol duties and released when RANDOLPH 
rejoins. 
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12 0743 CINCPAC ADV HQ to C0M5THFLT Info CTF 58. CINCPAC PEARL HQ. COMAIRPAC . 

Training importance and requirements are such that assignment SHANGRI LA 
to TF 58 is considered infeasible. Concur your recommendation as to CABOT 
but prior issuance movement orders suggest consideration be given adjusting 
RANDOLFH Group for employment in CABOT for forthcoming operation and re¬ 
turning CABOT's Group in RANDOLFH. 


MARCH (GCT) 
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13 0235 CTG 51.21 to C0M5THFLT Info CINCPOA BOTH HQ. ALL TFC 5THFLT . 

Summary No* 44 131200 K. Quiet night all along front. Minor infiltration 
attempts. Sporadic mortar fire. Total of 106 Japs killed during night. 
Illumination and harassing fire provided by 3 DD. Attack resumed at 0730K 
by 5th MarDiv With 2 RCT in assault. 3rd and 4th MarDiv continues systematic 
mopping up. Yesterday 1 RCT reported sealing up 115 caves. NGF support 
provided by 3 DD. After reconnaissance late yesterday 1 Company landed on 
KAMA ROCK this morning. No enemy present. During morning 1 B89 and 1 PB4T 
made emergency landings on airfield No. 1. 1 OY crashed in 235H. Details 
not available. Hunter killer operation on sub last contacted yesterday 
afternoon continues without results. Total casualties to 121800 LanFor 
battle 840 Off 17,364 enlisted. Total 18,204 of which 3,653 KIA. Garrison 
Force battle casualties 11 Off 204 enlisted of which 44 KIA. American 
Flag will be officially raised on IWO JIMA at 0930 14 March. 

13 0050 CINCPAC ADV HQ to C0M5THFLT Info CTF 58. CINCPAC PEARL. COMAIRPAC . 

Although CTF 58 120136 not received, your 120420 is approved and you are 
authorized to make such adjustments of CABOT and RANDOLFH air groups as 
you see fit. Request be informed prior your departure ULITHI as to final 
action taken, 

13 0920 CTG 51.21 to CTF 55 Info CINCPAC BOTH HQ. ALL TFC FIFTHFLT . 

Summary No. 45 131800 K. Ehamy small arms MG and knee mortar fire from 
pillboxes and bunkers many of which resisted our artillery fire have limited 
advance to small gains of 5th MarDiv. 4th MarDiv continued to reduce enemy 
pocket in 185 K. Mopping up proceeds. Landing made on KANGOKU ROCKS. No 
enemy present but signs of previous occupation. No close support missions 
flown today. Japs maintaining close contact with our lines to reduce effect 
of our artillery. No enemy artillery. 16 P51s with bombs to CBTCHI . All re¬ 
turned safely. Direct hit on radar station SE of Susaki Airfield and hits 
in wharf and dock area with unobserved results. Light AA intense and accurate, 
TU 12.6.2 plus PRESIDENT FBLK and CHINA VICTORY commence reembarkation of 
4th MarDiv tomorrow. Figures submitted by Divs show 19,995 enemy buried 
by LanFor and by Japanese or sealed in caves. Unknown number awaiting burial. 
Have requested clarification. Total POTs to 131800 121. Total LanFor battle 
casualties 850 Off 17,736 enl. Total 18,586 of which 3,758 KIA. No appreciable 
change in front lines. 
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12 0510 RANDOL PH to C0M5THFLT Info CTF 58. CTG 58.3CPassed bv 5thFlt to CINCPAC 
BOTH HI. CO-'AIRPAC. CCMS5RVPAC (MADJT) ) - 


At 2009K II March RANDOLPH was hit by KAMEKAZI at starboard edge of flight 
deck frame 205# Enenjy aircraft was Frances carrying bomb of undetermined 
size. Bomb and starboard engine wait under flight deck where bomb exploded 
in aviation engine shop and after hangar space# Fire and bomb explosion 
caused following damage. 27 dead or missing of which 21 bodies recovered# 

52 injured still under treatment# Hole in starboard half of flight deck 
frame 197 to frame 209# Extensive damage by fire to flight deck abaft frame 
193# Arresting gear unit frame 198 badly damaged# All shops storerooms guns 
and equipment between flight deck and hangar deck abaft frame 194 badly 
damaged. Vertical flight deck support frame 203 starboard bent and twisted# 
Roller curtains damaged both sides abaft frame 145# Some damage to hangar 
and fantail and 2nd deck resulting in flooding of 5 compartments 2nd and 
3rd deck. Several holes in hull port quarter above water line caused by 
assisting craft. 14 aircraft destroyed plus 12 damaged beyond capacity 
this ship# 3 Japanese bodies recovered# 1 chart showing pencil course 143 
degrees from DAITO SHIMA. Estimates to effect temporary repairs vary from 
14 to 30 days without replacement of arresting gear unit controlling arrest¬ 
ing wires 1 and 3. 


13 0201 C0M5THFLT to CINCPAC ADV HQ Info CTF 58. CINCPAC PEARL. COMAIRPAC . 


Tour 120743# In view planned light duties for CABOT and prospective avail¬ 
ability RANDOLPH within 3 or 4 weeks disruption her Air Group by partial 
use in CABOT not justified. IQr 090229 non-availability RANDOLFH new makes 
need for SHANGRI LA greater# Request reconsideration decision to use her 
for training rather than combat during early part forthcoming operations# 


13 0544 00M5THFLT to CTF 51 Info CTF 52 . 

In view of change in CTF 54 will CTF 51 act as SO PA RVY SXSE during next 
operation until your arrival. Subbest modification 3rd sentence Para 3 E 
in your OpPlan to clarify situation. 

13 2051 CINCPAC to CINCPAC ADV HQ. C0M5THFLT. CTF 58. COMAIRPAC . 

Com5thFlt 130201 SHANGRI LA will continue training replacement groups and 
personnel until further orders. Nimitz. 

13 2234 CINCPAC ADV HO to CCM5TBFLT Info COMIRPAC. CTF 58. CINCPAC PEARL . 

Tour 130201. After long and very careful reconsideration and full appre¬ 
ciation your operational needs adhere to previous decision to continue 
SHANGRI LA training air groups. Without such action timely replacement 
of Air Groups suitably trained cannot be achieved and the efficiency and 
tempo of combat operations would be unacceptably reduced. 
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14 0250 CTG 51.21 to CQM5THFLT Info CINCPOA BOTH HQ. ALL TFC 5THFLT . 


Summary No. 46 — 141200. During night 3rd MarDiv and 4th MarDiv zone quiet 
except for knee mortar and grenading from enemy attempting to escape from 
isolated pocket* Activity in the 5th MarDiv zone consisted numerous at¬ 
tempts to infiltrate* Attack resumed at 0630K, 3rd and 4th MarDiv continu¬ 
ing to mop up their areas* 5th MarDiv attacking against stiff resistance 
from prepared positions and spider trap foxholes, NGF support by 2 DD. 
P-51s made 1 Napalm strike. LanFor gives best approximate of enemy dead 
as20,000 reports combat conditions make accurate count impossible. At 
131800 hunter killer operations ended. At. During morning 9 B29s made 
emergency landings on IW0. 8 have since taken off, American Flag officially 
raised on IW0 0930* 4th MarDiv commenced reembarkation. 2nd garrison 
echelon commenced unloading. 

14 0403 BUCKNER COMGENIO REAR TAGDS to CINCPOA ADV HQ . 

TA 1517* ComGenPOA preparing establish Far Western Pacific Base Command in 
BUNKHOUSE (RYUKYUS) Area soon after that area declared secure. Function 
this command will be "To facilitate execution Army administrative and lo¬ 
gistical support of area". Planned to activate by augmentation IsCom 
18GUMIN0US. This Base Command will be tinder ComGenPOA for command, with 
operational control and coordination on Army administrative and logistical 
matters by ComGen 10. CQMDETEN directed submit material for inclusion in 
ComGenPhib letter of instructions to Far Western Pacific Base Command. 
Further to inform you, establishment Western Pacific Base Command with Head¬ 
quarters TEARAWAY (SAIPAN) impends. Western boundary this latter command 
meridian 130-00 E Long from equator to parallel 20-00 N latiti.de, 135-00 E 
Long from parallel 20-00 N to parallel 30-00 N Lat. Have you comments on 
plan for Far Western Pacific Base Command? Please forward by dispatch or 
airmail as appropriate. 

15 0225 CTG 51.21 to C0M5THFLT Info ALL TFC5THFLT. CINCPOA BOTH HQ . 

Summary No. 48 151200. Last night LanFor reported it appeared that the 
backbone of the enemy defense in the 5th MarDiv sector had been broken. 

Night generally quiet except for small arms fire and infiltration attempts. 
Attack resumed at 0730K. 3rd And 4th MarDivs continue mopping up. Flame 
throwing tanks e ngagin g enemy vicinity southern boundary TA 251W 5th MarDiv 
zone. NGF support by DD. Casualties to 141800K: LanFor battle 861 Off 
18,121 Enl. Total 18,982 of which 3,844 KIA. 

15 1235 CINCPAC ADV HQ, to CINCBPF Info dNCSWPA.CTFU2 & U3.VA(Q) .CCM7THFLT.COM - 
PHILSEAFRON.CCMPHIBSGR0UP13.CCMFHIBSPAC. 

Your 141315. Desire TF 112 & 113 he prepared function without shore facili¬ 
ties when they arrive LEYTE. Advance officers may be sent to consult with 
Sr. Officer PacFlt at LEYTE now R.Adm. Davis who controls all PacFlt facili¬ 
ties pJresent. He or his successor will assist as practicable with facilities 
at his disposal and in making local arrangements. Establishment British 
reserve carrier aircraft on shore will be authorized when Pacific Fleet 
carrier aircraft pool is activated. 
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15 0740 CINCPOA ADV HQ to COMGENPOA Info CIKCPOA PEARL HQ . 

ComGen ID Rear Echelon TA 1517 (140403)* In view possible changes in 
overall command organization do not concur in further assignment of 
responsibilities for Army Base Command administration to officers serving 
as Island Commanders and exercising unified command over all services 
involved. 






16 0746 CINCPAC ADV HQ to CCMINCH Info MARC OR PS. CCM5THFLT. CINCPOA PEARL HQ . 

In order to assist in alleviating critical Marine Corps personnel situation 
temporary reduction of 10 per cent of personnel in Marine detachments of 
Pacific Fleet combatant ships without change of complement is acceptable 
to Cincpac. 

16 0916 CINCPOA ADV HQ to CTF 58. CTF 93 Info C0M5THFLT. C0M3HDFLT. COUNCH . 

DEPCOM 20TH AF. COMGEN 21 BOMCOU. 

Since the Emperor of JAPAN is not at present a liability and may later 
become an asset his Palace at TOKYO will not be attacked until further 
orders. Brief pilots accordingly. 

16 0920 CTG 51.21 to C0M5THFLT Info ALL TFC 5THFLT. CINCPOA BOTH HQ,. 

Summary No. 51. 161300. All organized resistance in IWO overcome at 1800K 

after continued advances by 3rd and 5th MarDivs. Small pockets and some 
mopping up remains. Estimated island can be turned over to IsCom about 22 
March. IWO Airfield No. 2 operational. 16 P-51s bombed and strafed CHICHI. 

No flak. On return observed 2 small cargo vessels at KITAMURA. Not attacked 
due to shortage of ammunition. Hunter killer operations continuing. Casual¬ 
ties to 1800 15 March: LanFor battle 881 officers 18,738 enlisted - total 
19,619 of which 4,043 KIA. 4th MarDiv continuing re-embarkation. 

18 0810 CINCPAC ADV HQ to C0U5THFLT. CINCSWPA. CQMAIRPAC. COMFWDAREA. COMSERFPAC r Tnfn 

CINCPAC PEARL. COMINCH & CNO. COMSERON 10. C0M7THFLT . 

Pursuant to FILBAS Agreement augmentation and completion of naval facilities 
in LEYTE area has highest priority of projects for support POA forces and 
the LEYTE SAMAR Naval Base is expected to be ready to replace ULITHI prior 
to the advent of the typhoon season at ULITHI* Present plans for supporting 
Pacific Fleet in Western Pacific include:(A) Retain principal advanced b ase 
and major portion of SeRon 10 at ULITHI until May and then transfer to LEYTE 
SAMAR. (B) Limit use of CASIGURAN to anchorage with no facilities cn shore 
except recreation facilities established by SeRon 10. (C) Movement of train 
vessels to CASIGURAN will be limited to tenders, oilers, ammunition and 
supply ships called forward by Com5thFlt for a specific purpose and for a 
specific period. All fehips called forward shall be able to withdraw rapidly 
under their own power. (D) Retention at ULITHI of facilities afloat and nimri 
ashore for support of merchant shipping escorts and occasional combatant units 
Para. The concurrence of CINCSWPA is requested in connection with the contem¬ 
plated use ofSWPA anchorages and facilities. 
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19 1235 CINCPAC ADV HQ to All COL'S INTERESTED IN CQ^BAT REPORTS Info Cfi^fTIJCH 
COM7THFLT. DEPCOM AF 20. 

Flash report from Ccm5thFlt. TF 58 attacked KYUSHU 18th and KOBE-EURE area 
19th* Strike results good* FRANKLIN (CV 13) hit morning 19th now retiring 
in tow of PITTSBURG (CA 72) covered hy TF 58. 

19 1332 CINCPOA ADV HQ to COMFAW 1. COHAIRPAC. COMFWDAREA Info CCMAIRPACSUBCOMFOHD 

ISCOM IWO. CCM5THFLT. CINCPOA PEARL HQ. 

Confirming conference with ComFairWing 1 Venturas may be substituted for 
Liberators in search aircraft staging through IWO total of both not to exceed 
18 allowed by my 171102 not to all. ComAirPac augment CASU 52 as necessary 
to support foregoing plus 3 air sea rescue PBY5As, PB2B spares and a few 
Ventura mechanics are already at IWO. ComAirPac also augaent ground echelon 
of VMB 612 as required by ComFwdArea for support not to exceed 6 TBMs of VLTTB 
242 staging at IWO, toteil aircraft of both VMB 612 and 242 at IWO nto to ex¬ 
ceed 18. Base Development Plans will be modified accordingly. ComFwdArea 
coordinate direct with ComAirPac and answer his 142058. 

19 2017 CCMINCH & CNO to CINCPOA ADV HQ. MARCORPS Info CINCPAC PEARL.CQM5THFLT. 

MARPAC. COMGEN MARFORCES 14ND . 

As emergency measure make temporary reduction of ID percent in Marine 
detachments in combatant ships Pacific Fleet. Cincpoa issue directive to 
execute. MarCorps report when situation permits regularly authorized strength 
to be resumed. 

20 1730 CTU 50.5.3 to CINCPAC . 

Following relay received by V402 plane. From VIKING to LONE STAR. Preliminary 
and incomplete report follows: Aircraft destroyed both days in air 200 on 
ground 275* Probably destroyed or damaged at least 100 1st day large number 
2nd day. Own aircraft losses 5* Very large number hangars shops and other 
installations destroyed or damaged at many airfields. Also at KANOYE and 
KURE air depots and at KURE naval arsenal oil storage tanks. 6 small freight¬ 
ers sunk. 7 freighters damaged. About 18 combatant vessels damaged including 
1 BBCV or 2 BB 2 or 3 CV 2 CVL or CVE 2 CVE 1 CA 1 CL 4 DD 1 SS plus 1 DE. 

Own ship damage DIXIE now making 15 knots* 4 other carrier damaged none ser¬ 
iously. All fully operational.fceny countered with large number individual 
plane attacks believed mostly suicide which were aided by low broken clouds. 
No attack since mid-afternoon yesterday. Complete summary tomorrow. This 
is VIKING 20052. 

19 2042 COMAF 20 to COHGENBOMCQM 21 Info DEPCCMAF 20.for CINCPOA . 

Bombing of Qnperor 1 s palace. Banbing policy of 20th Air Force remains in 
force; i.e. to attack specific assigned targets. Qaperor's palace has not been 
assigned as a target and will not be intentional objective of attank unless 
so designated. It is, however, subject to the same hazards as any other build¬ 
ing or installation in TOKYO. 

20 0230 CINCPAC ADV to COISQPAC Info CCftlPHIBSPAC.COMGENPOA.COUSGPACBACOM.CCMGEN81BTDIV 

CCMTRANSRON li.ADCQMPHIBSPAC REAR HQ . 2 7 9 B 

When TransRon 11 is RFS arrange direct for such amphibious refresher tr a i n ing 
as desired by ComGen 81st Div and as is feasible with consideration for the 
fact that TransRon and troop Division must at all times be ready for departure 
for combat on 7 days notice from Cincpac. Keep ComPhibsPac and me informed. 


1 _CINCSWPA, 
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21 0030 C0M5THFLT to CINCPAC ADY HQ Info COHSERON 10. CTF 58 . 

21 0128 

My 200452, 4 other damaged carriers are INTREPID, ENTERPRISE, YORP'CJWN, WASP* 
INTREPID minor damage frcm near miss, YORKTOWN damage not serious, ENTERPRISE 
and WASP require reoairs. Have ordered FRANKLIN, WASP, ENTERPRISE, SANTA EE 
escorted fey DesRon 52 to ULITHI, FRANKLIN for voyage repairs and onward routing 
to PEARL with SANTA FE, SANTA FE, WASP and ENTERPRISE for local repair if 
practicable. In attacks late afternoon 20th ENTERPRISE hit 2nd time 1st being 
on 18th. Also HALSEY, PO.'.'ELL with steering gear damage which slowed her to 
ID knots and has required protection from TF 58 less TG 58.2. Repairs her 
steering gear expected shortly when she will speed up to 25. No damage re¬ 
ported aircraft torpedo attacks last night. Several planes shot down by 
anti aircraft and night fighters. My 0800 1^-9) position 27-25N 134-50 E 
heading toward BEDBUG HALSEY POWELL astern with THE SULLIVANS X FRANKLIN 
group ahead. New subject. Your 201729 see ray 200615. 

20 2055 CTF 58 to CTGs 58.1.58.2,58.3,58.4,58.5 Info C0M5THFLT,CINCPAC BOTH HQ. CTG 

50 . 8 V coMsraoN 10 m > ulith i . -- 1 - 1 - 


At 1000 I(-9) 21 March Task Force 58 reorganized as follows. TG 58.1,R Adm 
Clark. HORNET, BENNINGTON, BELLEAU WOOD, SAN JACINTO, SAN JUAN. Ships present 
of BatDiv 8, CruDiv 14, CruDiv 11), DesRon 6l, DesRon 25, DesDiv 106. TG 58,2 
R Adm Davison. WASP, ENTERPRISE, FRANKLIN, SANTA FE, DesRon 52 less THE SUL¬ 
LIVANS. TG 58.3 R Adm Sherman. ESSEX, BUNKER HILL, HANCOCK, CABOT, BATAAN, 
BatDiv 6, CruDiv 17, INDIANAPOLIS, DesRon 62, DesRon 48 less ABBOT. TG 58.4, 

R Adm Radford. YORKTOWN, INTREPID, LANGLEY, INDEPENDENCE, BatDiv 9, CruDiv 16, 
ST LOUIS, FLING, SAN DIEGO. Ships present of BatDiv 7, DesRon 54, DesRon 47 
DesDiv 105 less HALSEY PCWELL. Ships assigned TG 58.8 remain same* 

22 0850 CINCPAC ADV HQ to COMAHGILS . 

Compliance my 271416 February completed. Resume compliance with my 172233 
January. 





23 1952 CINCPOA ADV HQ to CINCSPWESPAC Info CINCPOA PEARL,COMSOPAC .CCMINCH.CQMGSNPOA , 

On 26 Jan 1945 in para 6 of Cincpoa serial 000153 it was assumed that lo¬ 
gistic support furnished by ComSoPac for north SOLOMON axis would cease 
about the middle of February 1945 upon the Belief of the Americal Division 
by Australian forces and CINCSWPA was requested to advise on that assumption. 
To date no reply has been received. Operations planned by Cincpoa and the 
necessity for rollup of South Pacific Area make impractical continuation 
of above support beyond 30 April 1945. It is intended to terminate logistic 
support of NorSols by ComSoPac on that date unless otherwise requested. 

23 0900 MACARTHUR to C0M7THFLT. CINCPAC ADV HQ. Info CINCPAC PEARL, C0M5THFLT, 
CCMFWDAREA,COMSERVPAC. COIAIRPAC. COPSERON 10.CCMINCH.CN0. 

CAX-51168. Concur within limitations of Com7thFlt radio 220247 Feb not to 
all addressees in making SWPA anchorages and all possible facilities avail¬ 
able as outlined in Cincpac Adv. Hq. radio 180810 March. 
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23 1304 ANPB to COMSERVPAC(APO) Info CINCPOA BOTH HQ. CC&fiVESSSAFRON . 

Reference your 201943# Due critical world wide tanker shortage and 
lengthening of Pacific supply lines our ability supply your requirements 
petroleum products with tanker tonnage presently available is being taxed 
to utmost# Our weekly slate is fairly accurate indication of may-imum de¬ 
liveries possible with present tonnage# Everything possible being done 
here to augment deliveries presently programmed to POA by expediting re¬ 
pairs and defenring drydocking of tankers# However it is extremely doubtful 
that even with benefits to be derived from this action that increased fuel 
oil requirements for April and May can be fully met* Any substantial in¬ 
creases which can be effected over and above deliveries presently scheduled 
will be passed to you by dispatch. 

24 1133 CINCPOA ADV HQ to COMGEN 20 BCMCCM Info C0M7THFLT.COMNAVGRP CHINE.COMSUBPAC . 

CoraGen 20th BomCora 231000, Concur# (Re: aerial mining SAIGON,SHANGHAI, 

CAPE ST JACQUES,SINGAPORE and CAMRANH BAY areas before 1 April). 

21 1442 COMENCH & CNO to CINCPAC ADVHQ.Info CINCPAC PEARL.ADMIRALTY.COMCARTRANSRONPAC , 
COMAIRPAC. COHFAIRVESCOAST. CCMWESSEAFRON. CINCBPF. CINCLANT . 

Admiralty advises that British CVEs PATROLLER, REAPER and RANEE are re¬ 
quired at an early date for fitting out as replenishment carriers for BIT. 
Release 2 of these CVEs as early in April as practicable. 3rd CVE may be 
retained until end of April# When released sail them to UK, Inform Admiralty 
of approximate sailing dates and place of departure as soon as reasonable 
firm. Admiralty 021330 A January defers. 

24 2243 CINCPOA PEARL to C0K7THFLT Info COMINCHScCNO.CINCPOA ADV. COMAIRPAC. C0MAIR7THFLT 

ADVECH. C0HAIR7THFLTLO. COMAIRPACUSBCOMFORD.CQL1AIR7THFLT . 

ComVthFlt 160825# In view extent to which AROU-2 has been unloaded, recommend 
its retention SAMAR, If decision is made for establishment at CEBU recommend: 
(A) Carrier pool at SAMAR be limited to 500 aircraft, (B) ARU GUADAL be es¬ 
tablished at CEBU and augmented by engine overhaul and associated facilities 
and pilot camp from SAMAR as shipping becomes available. Air establishment 
at CEBU should comprise initially ARU GUADAL, ASA plus necessary facilities 
to support local aircraft and 500 plane pool. Additional space should be 
reserved at CEBU for eventual location*of above engine overhaul facilities 
or AR0U-2, pilot camp and major portion of supply facilities initially at 
SAMAR plus 500 plane pool initially at SAMAR, Thus CEBU will eventually have 
total 1,000 plane pool, Para. Realize that final evaluation of location and 
details of establishment must be made locally, 

25 0331 CINCPOA ADV to CQMINCHScCNO Info COMNATS.CCM3RDFLT■ CCMAIRPAC.CCMNATSPAC. 

COMP AIMING TWO. CINCPOA PEARL , 

Recommend that the aircraft and personnel of the PacFlt Flag Transport Unit 
be constituted as a separate squadron in NatsPac, The sqdn should include all 
4 engine flag transports in the CenPhc, ComNatsPac should control and be re¬ 
sponsible for administration,maintenance and operating procedures and effici¬ 
ency, Cincpac will exercise direct operational control (allocation of aircraft 
to flights or special services) as at present and the sqdn Comdr should report 
to Cincpac for additional duty for this purpose. It is intended that the 
headquarters of the squadron for the present be at NAS HONOLULU with a de¬ 
tachment at NAB AGANA# 


2798 



















25 0429 CINCFOA ADV HQ to COMMARGILS Info CINCPOA PEARL. COMAIRPAC. COM?AIRWING 2. 


Privateer Squadron in MarGils is deployed there temporarily ^ in readiness 
for forward movement when and if required. Its employment should be such as 
to mai n tain its combat readiness and should normally be for primary mission 
of search rather than attack on enemy shore positions. 

20 2156 CINCPOA PEARL to CQMFWDAREA.CC&TTSSCARSUBAREA.ISCOM SAIPAN. TINIAN.GUAM.IF/0. 

ULITH. PELELIU Info CCT.1GENP0A. CCMGENFMFPAC.COMAIRPAC.CCMGENAAFPOA.dNCSOWES 

PAC.C0M7THFLT Passed to CNO. BUDOCKS.CINCPOA ADV HQ. 

Due to the insufficiency of total number of construction t roops to effect 
the desired deployment in the POA theprovision of many necessary facilities 
may be impossible of accomplishment. In the very near future the requirements 
for planned operations make inevitafeel a greater reduction in the number of 
these troops in the rear areas, including the MARIANAS, than is commensurate 
with the expected reduction in the work load. Accordingly it is believed 
that many essential projects may be left unfinished and others unstarted 
unless special methods are instituted to increase labor available for con¬ 
struction work and to eliminate unessential projects and portions of projected 
It is suggested therefore that respective using agencies be required to con¬ 
tribute labor from general service troops and other personnel available to 
them to augment such supervisory, engineering, and skilled- personnel as may 
be available for worjf on the project desired by the particular using agency. 

It is again directed that all construction be of the simplest utilitarian 
type and without embellishment. 

24 0305 C0M7THFLT to 7THFLT Info COMINCH.CNO.SECNAV.CNB SUBIC BAI.NAVBASE MANILA.COM - 
5THFLT.C0MS0PAC.DIRPACDIVBUDOCKS PEARL.C(M7ES5EAFRON.CQMSERV7THFLT.CINCPOA 

BOTH HQ. 1 UNKNOWN . 

US Naval Base MANILA and US Naval Base SUBIC BAY both LUZON FHIUPPINE ISLANDS 
established 23 March 1945* Request info adees disseminate as appropriate. 

24 1840 CNO to C0M7THFLT Info CINCSWPA.COMSERVPAC .DIRPACDOCKS SANFRAN.DIRPACDOCKS 

PEARL.C0MSERV7THFLT.CINCPOA BOTH HQ . 

Your 220413 and 220427. Para 2 my 0039230 requested Cincpoa to advise the 
number CBMUs available from area and also requested BuPers to advise number 
which could be formed from available SeaBee personnel. It did not approve the 
20 additional units. Cincpoa 250111 Feb and 122104 March authorized continu¬ 
ation temporary assignment 5 CBMUs in SOSSOLS for ULOD and requested trans¬ 
fer CBMU 502 to GUAM. Cominch & CNO 071945 advised overall limitation SeaBees 
and assigned area ceiling quotas citing inability to bring currently author¬ 
ized units to full strength and directed adjustment magnitude and rates of 
construction work to suit allocations or to accomplish work with Army or lo¬ 
cal civilian labor. There are approximately 47,000 SeaBees new in SoWesPac 
and will all unit now assigned or to be loaned would be over 66,000. This 
exceeds Cominch ceiling quota of 60,000 for SoWesPac. It will therefore be 
impractical to make more CBMUs available for the US for ULOD or for additional 
locations and operations listed. 
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25 0117 WAR DEFT SGND SOMERVELL to CINCSWPA.C0LO2.CINCPOA.C0MCENP0A.COMGEN PRT 3.EBRK 

SAN FRAN Info CCM7THFLT.CCMWESSEAFRON. CIHCPOA FEARL passed to ADV HQ. 


SPTOP 93 « April allocations in WARX 54085 preceeded your CX 12350 revising 
7thFlt requirements. As result 3 additional east coast loadings will be made 
totalling 11 Navy in April and possible 10 more available can be found on 
west coast for SWPA April sailings. Cincpoa expression of need for SAMAR 
base prior to typhoon season at ULITHI prompts Joint Military Transportation 
C ommit tee to consider favorable allocation of ten new availables for Acorns, 
SeaBees, and BuDocks material for that purpose subject to your confirmation. 


25 0756 C0M7THFLT to CCMINCH Info CINCSWPA.CINCSWPA ADV.CD3CP0A BOTH HQ.COMSERVPAC. 

COMGENPOA. CG FMFPAC. C0MSERVF0R7THFLT. C CMSSRVFQR7THFLT (BP AND GS). 


Data requested your 202105. Read info after each numbered unit in columns 
this order. Present location, present employment, proposed transfer date, 
proposed location, proposed employment. Latter columns omitted for some units 
engaged in miscellaneous construction at locations indicated and where future 
plans not sufficiently crystallized to permit definite assignment units after 
completion present projects: 


Unit 


Present 

Location 


Present 


CB 61 

SAMAR 


CB 63 

MANILA Constructing 

7thFlt hdqtrs 

1 August 

CB 7 (1st Sec) 

MANILA 


Acorn 84 

PUERTO PRINCESSA 


Acorn 47 

SUBIC 


Acorn 52 

SUBIC 


CB 45 

SUBIC 


CB 77 (2nd Sed) 

SUBIC 


CB 88 (1st Sec) 

SAMAR 


CB 88 (2nd Sec) 

JINAMOC ISLAND 


Acorn 30 

SUBIC 


CB 102(lstSec) 

SUBIC 


Acorn 34 

SUBIC 


Acorn UFLY 

SUBIC Misc. Const. 


CB 102(2ndSec) 

CLARK FIELD. 


CB 105 

SAMAR 


CB 111 

SAMAR 


CB 113 

MINDORO 


CB 115 

OLONGAPO Ship Repair 

facilities 

1 July 

CB 118 

ZAMBOANGA PT Base 

1 July 

CB 119 

MANILA 


CB 6 (Spec.) 

LEYTE Stevedoring 

15 April 


Proposed trans- Proposed Proposed 
fer date. _ . Location Employment 


U.S. 


Rehabili¬ 

tation 


PEARL 


(2nd Section) 

CB24(Sp)(IstSec)SUBIC 
CB24(»)(2ndSec) MANILA 
CB25(Sp)(IstSec)PUERTO PRINCESSA 
CB2 5(Sp)(2ndSec)MILNE 


Rehabili¬ 

tation 


CB 28(Spec.) 
CBMU502 

SAMAR 

EMIRAU 

JOINT 

1 April 

GUAM 

MAINT 

CBMU 512 

CB1TU 517 

SAMAR 

SAMAR 

Maint 

1 April 

ULITHI 

Maint. 

CBMU 528 

MILNE 

Maint. 

1 J-Iay 

PUERTO PRINCESSA Maint. 


2800 
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25 0756 


C0M7THFLT to COMINCH Info CINCSWPA ETC. (CONT'D) 


Unit 

BMW 

Present Present 

Location Employment 

Proposed 

transfer 

date 

Proposed 

Location 

Proposed 

Employment 

CBMU 543 

FINSCHAFEN 

Maint. 

1 May 

SUBIC 

Maint. 

CBMU 544 

SAMAR 

Maint. 






Flt.Hosp.109 




CBMU 546 

HOLLANDIA 





CBMU 552 

MANUS 





CBMU 553 

GREEN 

Maint. 

1 April 

SAMAR 

Maint. 

CBMU 558 

HOLLANDIA 

Maint. 

15 May 

MANILA 

MAINT 7TH 






FLT HDQTRJ 

CBMU 561 

MANUS 





6BMU 568 

NEW GEORGIA 

Maint 

1 April 

SAMAR 

Maint. 

CBMU 569 

TREASURY 


1 April 

SAMAR 

Maint. 

CBMU 582 

T0V0KINA 

MAINT 

1 April 

SAMAR 

Maint. 

CBMU 586 

T0R0KINA 

Maint. 

1 April 

SAMAR 

Maint. 

CBMU 587 

MANUS 





CBMU 606 

CLARK FIELD 





CBMU 622 

SAMAR 





CBMU 623 

SAMAR 





CB DET 1063 

MANUS 

Generator 

10 April 

NOUMEA 

FUYAS 



Erection 




CB DET 1D66 

MANUS 

tl 

10 April 

NOUMEA 

FURAS 

CB DET 1067 

SAMAR 

PAD NO 4 




PAD NO 4 

SAMAR 





Proposed use 

of CBMUs 553,568,569,582, and 

586 subject CNO approval my dis 


220413* Foregoing does not include units ordered to SAMAR from US and CenPac 
which are not yet in SWPA. No units presently assigned SWPA except as indicat¬ 
ed above will be available for reassignment outside area before 1 Sept* Fol¬ 
lowing are base companies by location and number now assigned SWPA* 

MANUS - 2,6,24,25,28,29,30. MIME - 43,45,46,48. WOENDI - 17* HOLLANDIA - 
5,20,44,47,49,50* Present plans do not contemplate transfer of any Base Com¬ 
pany prior Sept 1* 


25 1050 CINCPOA ADV HQ to COMINCH Info CINCPOA "’EARL. CQ1GENP0A* 

Due to acute troop shortage POA request approval withdrawal US Army Garrison 
Force of 2 officers 48 enlisted men now stationed at FANNING ISLAND. US 
troops were stationed FANNING to replace NEW ZEALAND troops in April 1942* 
Should British Goverhment desire regarrison this station with Australian or 
New Zealand troops before withdrawal of US forces request earliest date our 
troops can be withdrawn* 

25 2155 CTF 58 to CTF 51 Info C0H5THFLT.CTF 52 . (Intercept) 

From photos whole island of OKINAWA appears to be honeycombed with caves, 
tunnels and gun positions particularly along raods. Tanks and armored cars 
seen entering caves. It will probably be tough. NW and SW quadrants cannot be 
covered by my radars since I must remain E of island. Timely warning from you 
will assist. Will furnish all air protection possible day and night with ny 
reduced facilities. Will attempt interception from east and northeast. Am 
searching island chain twice daily between bearing 330 to 040 as far north 
as OSUMI GUNTO. Believe most of raids will be during moonlight periods. 
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25 2314 CINCPOA PEARL to CaFflDAHEA.ISCQM GUAM.ISCOM TINIAN. ISCCM SAIPAN Info 

CIHCPOA ADV. COMGENPOA.COHGENFMFPAC.C01!SERVPAC.CQM.AIRPAC.COMPHIBSPAC.COMSPBPA( 

C0MG5NAAFP0A. DEPC0MGSN20THAAF . 



A survey of the construction program currently authorized for the MARIANAS 
is being initiated with a view to elimination of all projects and parts of 
projects that do not contribute directly and materially to the support of 
combat operations. Action adees will assist Cincpoa staff officers engaged 
in this survey as may be necessary. Group is headed by Capt. W. L, Painter 
CEC, USNR. Para. No new projects will be submitted to Cincpoa by info adees 
that do not contribute directly and materially to the support of combat opera¬ 
tions and all projects submitted will be covered by statement of responsible 
commander to the above effect. Para. The authority of all action adees to 
approve projects under existing Cincpoa pplicies and directives is hereby 
suspended except for projects of such emergency nature that time will not 
permit their submission to Gincpoa for action. 



26 0145 CINCPOA PEARL to COMGSNPOA Info ■ CINCPOA ADV HQ. WDCSA . 

ComGenPOA 240949* In view (1) Shortage of beds in forward area resulting in 
increased casualty reception requirements OAHU and (2) Period necessary to 
clear required bed capacity in OAHU consider any course other than that 
directed in Cincpoa 072327 unwise. Provisions of that directive remain un¬ 
changed. As soon as circumstances indicate safety and practicability return 
to 120 day evacuation policy will be authorized. Request this situation be 
presented to War Dept with urgent recommendation that personnel replacement 
flow from mainland be increased to offset the loss of replacements resulting 
from curtailment of evacuation period which is regarded as an operational 
necessity. 



26 0514 CINCPOA ADV HQ to CINCS1YPA Info COMAAFSWPA. CCKSUBPAC . 


Regret that plans for future operation of FOA submarines, aircraft and sur¬ 
face ships in area described in your 240801 serial CX 12836 make unfeasible 
its reclassification as a blind bombing zone. 




26 0625 CINCPAC ADV HQ to CQM7THFLT Info CCHINCH . 

Ify- 190857 assigned DD STEVENS and YOUNG as relief for RADR0RD and LAVALLETE. 
RADFORD 200705 indicates no action being taken to make RADFORD sufficiently 
seaworthy for her to proceed for repairs and that deterioration of material 
and personnel is progressive. This is a matter of much concern to me as de¬ 
stroyers are badly needed and if RADFORD’S report is correct a valuable fleet 
unit is not being readied for future useful employment. Request advice as 
to when she can be made ready to proceed to navy yard. 


26 1402 CTF 52 to C0H5THFLX. CTF 51 Info CINCP AC ADV HQ. TF 51 > 

During morning twilight 26 March about 8 enemy planes attacked ships near 
KERAMA RETT0. 1 splashed by CAP 2 by ships gunfire. 2 suicides missed ships 
and crashed. 1 hit KIMBERLY causing considerable structural damage with 2 
5-inch guns 1 40mm mount beyond repair otherwise ship operable. Successful 

O landings preceded by effective gunfire and air support made on AKA GERUMA 

ZAMAMI H0KAJI YAKABI. Opposition light. By noon H0KAJI GERUMA reported se¬ 
cured. Incomplete reports indicate Jap KIA 71 PCW 5 civilians taken 200. 
Landings on KUBA AMUR0 T0KASHIKI scheduled tomorrow. Minesweeping approxi¬ 
mately on schedule 3 moored mines swept in southern B5 and 15 in So. B 3_ 
other areas negative. Ships gunfire accomplished as scheduled. Carefu^aa^r, 
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26 1402 CTF 52 to C0H5THFLT. CTF 51. Info CINCPAC ADV HQ. TF 51 . (Cont'd) 

observation disclosed no important defensive installations TONACHL . No 
eneny fire during bombardment or at minesweepers passing close aboard. Sup¬ 
port aircraft in addition to supporting landings attacked many installations 
OKINAWA including probable midget sub base UNT5N HO. 3 small luggers beached 
and destroyed. 1 TONY spalshed by CAP of CVE. 1 of own planes reported shot 
down not confirmed. WICHITA and TERROR while off area RRSG beached reported 
submarine attacks and torpedoes passing close aboard. Large oil slick after 
attack on 1 enemy sub. CcmTaskGroup 52.2 at 1913(I)(-9) reported HALLIGAN DD 
584 torpedoed and badly damaged. CTG 52.22 with several ships standing by. 

No further details. Casualties in morning air attacks GIUIER KIA 1 WIA 2 
KIMBERLY KIA 3 WIA 30. 

2? 1105 CINCPAC ADV HQ to C0M5THFLT. CTF 58 Info Z7L.CINCBPF.CINCPAC PEARL. BCMCCM 21. 

DEFCCM AF 20 . 

Flash report on KYUSHU from BotnCom 21 planes in flight. All planes carried 
1/4 ton GP bombs and dropped from 15,000 feet. 78 dropped 268 tons on 
TACHIARAI with results 48 excellent 19 good 11 fair* 35 dropped 122 tons on 
OITA with results 20 excellent 15 good. 40 found KANOYA weathered in and 
dropped 180 tons on OMURA with good results. All aircraft accounted for. 

27 1141 C0M5THFLT to CTF 58 Info CINCPAC ADV. CTF 51. CTF 52. CTG 50.5 . 

Desire to create impression carrier attack on KYUSHU is impending by sinking 
picket boats on a line estimated extending from about 28-00 N 132-30 E to 
29-00 N 135-00 E just before sunset on March 29 by coordinated destroyer and 
CV aircraft attacks. Following general plan is suggested for your considera¬ 
tion. Use units from TGs 58.3 or 58.4 on 29 March. 1 DesDiv which has fueled 
28th begin sweep from western end of line about 1545* Aircraft beftin sweep 
from eastern end of line about 1630. Destroyers discontinue sweep after 
sinking 1st pickets contacted and not later than 1300 proceed to rendezvous 
with you. Aircraft sink others. Suggest 1 sqdn fighters and 1 sqdn bombers 
be launched from about 25-20 N 133-20 E at approximately 1500 form scouting 
line centered at approximately 29-00 N 135-00 E about 1640. Estimate destroy¬ 
ers will be met about 1730 at which time both planes and DDs depart area. 

27 1208 CINCPOA ADV to C0M5THFLT.COMF.VDAREA.CTF 51.CTG 51.21 Info ISCOM# IWO.COMAIR 

TWO. CINCPQA PEARL. COMCSNPOA. COM.GENAAFPOA. CNO. CQUENCH. 

The Island Command IWO is hereby incorporated into the forward area and its 
garrison into TF 94. The senior officer present afloat at IWO is assigned 
additional duty under CTF 94 for purposes of the development and defense of 
the island and all forces present. 

27 1220 CINCPAC ADV to COUDJCH & CNO Info CINCPAC ^SARL. COMAIRPAC, . 

Recommend establishment in PacFlt of a new Fleet Air Wing as of 1 June. 
Thereafter it is proposed to assign to Fleet Air Wing 1 the appropriate 
squadrons operating in the HIUKYUS and to the westward and to assign to the 
new wing the appropriate units operating in the MARIANAS CAROLINES and 
MARSHALLS. 


2803 



















MARCH (GCfT 





28 0107 CINCPOA ADV HQ to CINCBPF Info CINCSWPA. C0K7THFLT. COMFWDAREA. ISGOW PET.ET.TN_ 

CINCPOA PEARL. 


Authority granted to extend British Pacific Fleet Air Transport Service to 
TACLOBAN staging through PELEUU subject to conditions contained in CINCSWPA 
260556, 

28 0109 CINCSWPA to COFS WAR DEFT Info COMINCH. CIHCPOA BOTH HQ. C0M7THFLT . 

CX 13072, Beach conditions at objectives forthcoming operations indicate 
advisibility of landing initial assault in small type landing craft from 
transports. It is therefore requested that a transport division consisting 
of 1 AGO, 3 APA and 2 AKA be assigned temporary duty with 7th Fleet until 
about 1 August, This TransDiv should be available at MOROTAI not later than 
15 April, 






28 0307 CTF 58 to CTG 58,1. 58,3 and 58,4 Info C0M5THFLT. CINCPAC BOTH HQ. C0M5UBPAS 

ALL TFC 5THFLT . 

Task Group 58,1 join TF 58 in position 29-15 131-15 at 0530 March 29 in 
order to locate and sink Japanese Fleet reported rounding Southern KYUSHU 
during night 28-29 March, At 0520 TG 58,3 launch reenforced day search and 
attack plan Y distance 250 miles between bearings 330 to 020, When search 
planes BraiftDtiiBfcaraB report contact with enemy fleet linking communication 
planes will inform strikes from all TGs and obtain acknowledgments as well 
as informing TG Comdrs. At 0545 each TG launch full VB-VT deck load strikes 
plus VFB as practicable to proceed to position near TAKE SHMA then skirt 
west coast KYUSHU to distance of not more than 200 miles from launching 
point. If enemy fleet not reported by then TG 58.1 air groups strike K0KUBU 
airfield. TG 58.3 air group strike KAN0YA airfield and TG 58.4 air groups 
strike KUSHIRA and KAN0YA east airfields. If airfields are attacked VT 
loaded with torpedoes strike any shipping target or if none jettison. 

Ships may be in KAGOSHIMA BAY. Arming Plan A Alternate modified so that not 
more than 1/2 VT carry torpedoes. Retain at least 56 VF per TG for CAP. 
Request ComSubPac furnish rescue submarines UNSTAYIN0N0TDNEEE . 2 and 4 if 
practicable and advise. 

28 0649 CIHCPOA ADV HQ to COMIMCH Info C0HAIRPAC. CINCPAC PEARL. CQM7THFLT . 


Request authority assign 2 PB4Y squadrons temporarily to 7thFlt as relief 
for 2 PV squadrons with the understanding that they will be available for 
return to PacFlt when needed. 


28 0905 CINCPOA ADV HQ to 00MS0PAC Info COMINCH . 

Your 170057 and 270351, Maintain token occupation of NAUS0RI airfield as of 
post-war significance. US installations at LAUTHALA seaplane base which was 
developed primarily by NEW ZEALAND may be dismantled or abandoned. 
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28 0904 CINCPAC ADV to C0H7THFLT Info COMINCH.CINCPAC -EARL. C0M7THFLT.CINCSWPA . 

Cominch 262044. Ships can be released to you as follows. LAVACA (APA 180) 
is now unloading at SAMAR and is immediately available. DAWSON (APA 79) and 
BOTETOURT (APA 136) are loading on west coast for SSPIRITU SANTO with ar¬ 
rival dates of 15 April and 23 April respectively. LST 172 can be released 
in SOSOLS by 1 May. Desire LAVACA returned GUAM upon completion 1 lift as 
indicated in ref despatch. Orders will be issued to ships when you advise 
locations desired. 






28 0503 CTF 57 to C0M5THPLT Info CINCPAC ADV HQ. CINCBFF . 

Daylight air operations comprising 574 sorties were carried out against 
MIYAKO and ISHIGAKI on 26 and 27 March. Para 2. All airfields were thoroughly 
bombed and strafed. Installations, facilities, and barracks continuously 
attacked. Para 3# 20 plus aircraft were shot up on ground. Some of these 

are believed to hafre been previously damaged. Para 4. Only 1 aircraft air¬ 
borne. This shot down at HIRARA. Para 5. Several coasters hit. 1 blew up. 
Other administrative buildings fired and QHAMA TCWN left burning. Para 6. 
Photographic results poor owing to cloud. Para 8. No air opposition flak 
moderate to heavy. Para 8. Losses due to flak 6 aircraft. Other losses 11 
aircraft. Para 9. Killed and missing all causes 5 pilots and 4 aircrew. 

Para 10. This force was sighted during forenoon 26th and again by night 
26/27, but was not attacked. 

28 1512 CTR 52 to CCMgTHFLT. CTF 51. Info CINCPAC ADV, TF 51 (ECM HOLDERS) . 

Summary as of 281800(1). During night 27/28 MORRISON and SHEA off eastern 
OKINAWA made good attacks on sub contact. TOIMAN while on patrol off NAGO WAN 
engaged 8 Jap MTB’s having estimated soeed 32 knots which sortied therefrom 
and made torpedo attack on her. 2 MTBs definitely sunk possible 4 others. 

No damage to TOIMAN. H A WILEY IMWMimy and ADAMS on night patrol at ob¬ 
jective splashed 2 planes which attacked than. No damage to WILEY slight 
damage to ADAMS who reported part of 1st plane and most of pilot landed a- 
board. After part HALLIGAN is grounded eastern shore TOKASHIKI. CTG 51*1 
investigating. Further details including disposition classified documents 
and ECM equipment when known. TOKASHIKI secured morning of 27. Only snipers 
remain AKA. Sporadic fighting still continued XAMAHI this morning. AWARE 
uninhabited. Incomplete reports own total casualties KIA 24 WTA 65 enemy KIA 
292 POP/ 49 including 1 officer. More suicide attack boats captured some with 
booby traps. 12 women found strangled and 1 baby alive in cave. TG 51.20 
arrived and established seaplane base. Planes will arrive commencing tomorrow 
morning. Northern net installed and southern net installation nearing com¬ 
pletions TG 50.18.34 arrived. Taijkers commence fueling operations and ream- 
munitioning scheduled to commence tomorrow. Minesweeping Drogress expected 
to permit UDT reconnaissance on preferred and demonstration beaches tomorrow. 
UDT reconnaissance CCMIUEALD TO KEISE during minesweeping operations SKYLARK 
(AM 63 ) struck mine and sank in Lat 26-20.5 N Long 127-41 PFFNYBOIBEE E. 

TOIMAN reports recovering 11 officers 90 men of whom 5 and 20 WIA respectively 
Evidence that enemy is launching floating mines off western OKINAWA possibly 
floating down BASHIGAWA. Increasing night patrol off beaches tonight. Naval 
gunfire proceeded on schedule but at ranges 8 to 11,000 yards because of 
unswept water. Expect to get in to close range tomorrow. Support aircraft 
very active on OKINAWA 2 MTBs destroyed and probable base at TOBUCHI heavily 
hit. 5 landing barges strafed 3 set afire. Many gun positions attacked. Sev¬ 
eral planes on YONTAN Field strafed about 4 apparently still serviceable 
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28 1512 CTF 52 to C0M5THFLT. CTF 51 Info CINCPAC ADV. TF 51 (CONT'D) 



there. YORKTGVN pilot who had spent 3 days in cave OKINAWA rescued off 
MACHINATO TCWN by combined efforts ELLISON and VOs from SAN FRANCISCO, Pilot 
states Japs fire own guns from caves into ground to confuse our spotters. 

2 of own planes collided over objective no survivors seen. During air attacks 
yesterday morning W 1 am VF and 1 VT crashed probably hit by own AA no 
survivors. 2 VF had water landing pilots recovered. Weather good for all 
types operations today and same weather forecast tomorrow. 


28 2310 CINCPQA ADV to CTF 93. 94 Info ISCOH 170. CON-AIR I,VO. DEPC0M20THAF . 




Paral. l$y serial 0005000 of 7 January CTF 93 280704. Take following action. 
(A) Direct ComAir IWO report CTF 93 lor additional duty connection offensive 
operations. (B) Direct ComAir IWO assign fighters to operational control CTF 
93 or DepCom 20th AF by allocations from his command on request from those 
2 commanders. (C) Transfer VIE 612 from TF 93 to 94* 

28 1614 GHQ SWPA SGD MAC ARTHUR to CINCPQA Info COMINCH. COFS WD. CQMCBMPOA.ADVONGHQ . 

CX 13132 . Your 211042 relative to facilities support of POA divisions re- 
survey of resources for the development of PHILIPPINE bases in progress. 
Statement is being made to Chief of Staff of our requirements to fulfill 
the provisions of FILBAS Agreement. The great destruction of facilities which 
were in part depended on to provide adequate discharge rates, and inability 
to construct others rapidly impose a problem beyond the resources of this 
theater. These conditions are correctable quickly only by provision of a 
considerable amount of long range self beaching equipment to assist in biring¬ 
ing in service units, materials and equipment from rear areas, and ship-side 
floating equipment to unload heavy ships. Our requirements feeing submitted 
to the Chief of Staff will include 150 LSTs and 150 LCTs the former to be 
employed a minimum of 4 months. With early provision of this equipment and 
a moderate increase in engineer battalions and heavy shipping, an endeavor 
will be made to accept POA divisions for staging in accord with the timing 
indicated your 180736 February. The plan will provide staging for 1 Corps 
each LEYTE, CEBU, ILOILO. Port facilities, port and depot service, and hos¬ 
pitalization, access roads, water and construction materials, will be pro¬ 
vided. Engineer units of divisions so staging will be expected to arrive 
early and extend program of internal camp development. Final preparation 
by HUOQNSCFXCEUBXY can you assist in provision of above specified self-beach¬ 
ing equipment. 


28 0520 00MFWDAHEA to ISCCM SAI P AN. GUAM. AIRDEFCOtEDR MARIANAS Info ISCCM TINIAN. 

CCMAIRPACSUBCQTFORD.COMGENAIRFMFPAC.C0MGENAAFP0A.CINCF0AADV. C0MGSN21B0MC0M 

CTG 50.5. CTU 50.5.2. CTU 50.5.3. MAG 21. 

Dissolve ADC MARIANAS (TU 94»4.l) and in lieu thereof form the following local 
air defense commands: (A) Air Defense Command SAIPANVTINIAN (COL. Saxton,AUS) 
under IsCom SAIPAN. (B) Air Defense Command GUAM (Lt.Col. South,USMC) under 
IsCom GUAM. Aircraft deployment as follows. For day defense retain VMF 225 at 
GUAM. At SAIPAN ComAirPacSubComFord thru the senior air group commander will 
assign minimum of 10 VF and pilots from CV training groups fro exclusive use 
of IsCom SAIPAN during daylight hours with remaining Navy fighters present 
s -' as a ready reserve available for air defense in emergencies. Administrative 

control CV planes and pilots remains with ComAirPacSufeComFord. For night 
defense retain VMF(N) 534 at GUAM with a 6 plane detachment at SAIPAN under 
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28 0520 COi'iF/JDAREA to ISCOM SAIPAN. ISCOM GUAM AIRDEFCOMDR MARIANAS ETC .(CONTTD) 

IsCom SAIPAN rotating as necessary. 6th Night Fighter Squadron available 
for other assignment when this deployment accomplished. For anti-submarine 
patrol VMTB 131 (until relieved by VFB 152) based at GUAM with detachment 
at TINIAN under ADC SAIPAN-TINIAN. Control and coordination of aerial target 
practice areas presently under ADC MARIANAS remains with ADC SAIPAN-TIN/lAN, 
Para. AD Comdr reduce personnel in present ADC MARIANAS making surplus avail¬ 
able for other assignment after requirements are met. Reorganization effec¬ 
tive about 1 April. Notify originator when accomplished. When reorganization 
complete Brig Gen Cushman, USMC, will be made available for reassignment* 

29 1600 CTF 52 to C0M5THFLT. CTF 51 Info CINCPAC ADV HQ,. TF 51 . 

Summary as of 2918001 (-9)* Last night enemy planes were reported landing 
and taking off from fields on OKINAWA by ships on patrol whose interdiction 
fire at long range due to minefields was ineffective. Estimate 20 to 30 
planes made uncoordinated attacks on ships on patrol stations and in re¬ 
tirement areas. About 14 planes destroyed by AA and crash attacks. Of 
these at least 4 suiciders. In these attacks LSM(R) 188 had serious damage 
beyond capacity of repair in this area and is now in KERAMA anchorage. 

Other ships had little or no damage. WYANDOT (AKA 92) in night retirement 
sustained underwater damage forward from near bomb miss. At last report 
flooding under control and ship entering KERAMA. HA WILEY observed SARGENT 
BAY VF shot down by AA at 06l5l(-9) and rescued pilot apparently uninjured. 

4 engagements between ships on night patrol and Jap boats. 4 boats destroyed 
plus 1 possible. Of them 3 were attempting to reach MAE SHIMA from TOKASHIKI 
and blew up when hit. 1 survivor of a sunken boat was taken prisoner. LCI(G) 
55S was shaken by depth charge attacks by Jap boats and 2 engines placed 
out of commission. LSM(R) casualties reported 11 KIA 3 MIA 37 WIA. Other 
casualties in all above actions reported as 5 WIA none serious of whom 3 
injured by own 40mm fire. HAl.J-J.GAN survivors now total 1 officer 150 en¬ 
listed of whom 1 officer 20 men WIA. Dispatch to all ships oresent to re¬ 
port survivors on board fails to disclose more. KERAMA RETTO had several 
air alerts last night. 1 bomb dropped on ZAMAMA. Islands all secured. 

Troops less 1 battalion patrolling TOKASHIUI and garrison ZAMAMI reloaded. 

Army casualties total 24 KIA 61 WIA none MIA. Enemy 306 KIA 99 ROW. Esti¬ 
mated 140 sealed in caves. LCI(G) 462 580 nonoperational due non combat 
damage and required drydocking for repairs. Fueling and ammunitioning 
schedule underway at KERAMA RETTO. Planes from seaplane base new executing 
ASP operations. Buoys in shiplane and installation light on AWARE com¬ 
pleted. 290 suicide attack boats destroyed in KERAMA RETTO 2 retained for 
intelligence. Documents giving table of organization total number these 
boats this area and plan for use in defense OKINAWA captured. Possible 
700 more in GUNTO mostly on OKINAWA. Jap 2nd Lieutenant specialist in these 
boats also captured. Boats appear identical to description JICPOA weekly 
intelligence bulletin Vol. 1 NBR 3326 of Feb. 45. Minesweeping now sub¬ 
stantially on schedule. Mines reported being swept in area W. Approximate 
total 123 swept and destroyed. Lost found in area C2. UDT reconnaissance 
successfully completed all nreferred beaches demonstration beaches and KEISE 
SHIMA. Negligible enemy reaction on preferred beaches. Detailed reports 
not yet received but no casualties to ships or personnel have been reported. 
Demolition on preferred beaches scheduled tomorrow. Support aircraft supported 
UDT operations add strafed and bombed NAHA KADEN and YONTAN Fields as well 
as gun positions. CAP splashed a Val. 2 enemy planegfehot down over airfields 
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29 1600 CTF 52 to C0H5THFLT. CTF 51 Info CIMCPAC ADV. TF 51. (CONT'D) 

15 destroyed on ground and others strafed. Underground hangars discovered 
at YONTAN. 2 boats and several guns destroyed. Unsuccessful search for ANZIO 
plane which failed to return from night ASP. Planes report complete lack 
of observable activity on IE SHIMA. Airfield still trenched and barricaded. 
Fire support ships successfully covered UDT operations. Reports and photos 
show ships beginning to locate and hit defenses with increasing effectiveness. 
Arrivals objective BGTDITCH SHELDRAKE. Weather partly cloudy slight sea no 
swell off western OKINAWA. Wind NNE 8 knots* 

28 0208 CINCPOA PEARL to C0MG5NP0A.COMGENAAFPOA.DEPC0M20THAF Info CINCPOA ADV. CNO 

COMSERV^AC. COMAIRPAC . 


The rapidly increasing requirements for bombs and other aerial munition 
to supoort the VLR program are placing an increasingly heavy load on the 
limited available shipping which can only be met through a sharp curtailment 
in movement of rJbiix x other materials. Critical examination of all cur¬ 
rently authorized construction and development projects in the MARIANAS is 
being made with a view to elimination of all possible projects and parts 
of projects. Request you review your projects and proposed projects with 
a view to further elimination or curtailment, with consequent reduction 
in shipments of materials pertaining thereto. Current projects not immediately 
essential to the prosecution or support of combat operations will be elimi¬ 
nated, deferred or reduced. Proposed future projects both in MARIANAS and 
elsewhere will be reviewed and reduced, eliminated or deferred on same basis. 
Redaction in allocations of ship tonnage for maintenance supplies and mater¬ 
ials of all types will be made by Cincpoa as necessary to provide essential 
munitions for VLR support up to the maximum practicable limit and all adees 
will be prepared for such reductions. Last 2 info adees take action to make 
similar surveys of projects under their cognizance and be prepared to cur¬ 
tail material shipments as directed by Cincpoa. 

30 0418 CINCPOA ADV to COHINCH. CNO Info BUAER. COIAIRPAC. CINCPOAPSARL . 

Para 1. Ify plans for operations to be conducted during the remainder of 1945 
require the active operation of a minimum of 17 shore based Marine Fighter 
or fighter bomber squadrons. 5 groups (15 squadrons) will be engaged in 
active combat at bases north and west of the MARIANAS and these squadrons 
will continue to be Corsair equipped. 1 squadron in the MARSHALLS and 1 at 
PELELIU could use other types if necessary* Para 2. Information supplied 
by CamAirPac indicates that the supply of Corsairs will be short as to 
necessitate operating with inadequate pools of aircraft for support of Cors¬ 
air squadrons afloat and ashore and that complements of an increased number 
of reforming CVGs must be al T Hellcats. CanAirPac estimates Corsair deficits 
of 200 in May and 280 in December. Para 3. Request that any action prac¬ 
ticable be taken to increase Corsair deliveries to Pacific Fleet. 

30 0650 CINCPAC ADV to CNO Info CatAIRPAC.Ca.dFAIIffffiSCOAST.CINCPAC PEARL,CQMAIRLANT . 
CPICLANT. BUAER . 

Refer CNO secret serial 0017531. Recommend approval of the division by types 
of the 60 VPB Sqdns provided for in para 3 of reference. Para. Recommend de¬ 
commissioning VPB sqdns 33,34,52,54 and 216 now, Para. Recommend no VS Sqdns 
be decommissioned at this time. Para. Recommend that all PacFlt VPB Sqdns be 
ultimately supported by crew replacement orogram and that every effort be ex¬ 
erted by the training establishment to maintain the dquadrons on a sound 
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30 0650 CINCPAC ADV to CNO Info CCMAIRPAC. COIiFAIHWESTCOAST. ETC . (CTON'D) 

rotation basis* Para* Until PacFlt VPB crew replace^ ent program is firm or 
until tempo of operations in NorPac warrants deploying ail NorPac squadrons 
forward continuously in that area intend to rotate them between ALASKA and 
West Coast, Para, This summarizes recommendations contained in speedletter 
correspondence being forwarded air mail. 

30 0756 CINCPAC ADV to COMENCH & CNO Info BUSHI PS. C0H5ERVPAC. COMIN ?AC. CINC PAC PEARL 

ADCQMINPAC.COMPHJBSPAC. 

A review of the DM and CMS situation indicates a current requirement of 12 
of the former and 24 of the latter fop employment in PacFlt operations. It 
is anticipated that the last of the above DMS now undergoing conversion from 
DDs will be ready for service in the Pacific in June* Para. It is not con¬ 
templated that these numbers will be increased nor that those which may be 
lost due to battle casualties will necessarily be replaced. The hazardous 
nature of their duty however may result in casualties to such a degree that 
prompt replacement would become an urgent necessity. Such replacement could 
not be readily effected under present circumstances because (A) Conversion 
of additional DD is slew due to the material required much of which has to 
be manufactured (B) Old DM and DMS have reached an age and a material con¬ 
dition which renders them unfit for duty in combat areas. Para. In connection 
with old DM And DMS 5 of these ships now have availability on west coast and 
several more will be made available shortly. The expenditure in manpewer 
and critical materials to make these ships satisfactory for combat opera¬ 
tions is considered to be out of all proportion to their value to the fleet. 
Para. In view of the foregoing the following recommendations are made:(A) In 
order to enable quick conversion of I 63 O ton DD to DMS provide 6 spare sets 
of conversion material to be held in readiness an west coast. Each set con¬ 
sisting of material not ordinarily available in navy yards, to convert 1 
ship. (B) For the same purpose but in connection with DM provide 2 spare 
sets of conversion material as above to convert 2200 ton DD to DM. (C) Limit 
the overhaul and accomplishment of alterations on all 1200 ton DM and DMS 
now assigned PacFlt to a minimum in thqinterest of conserving critical 
materials and labor. Refit these ships to enable them to provide training 
services to the fleet, or to be employed as escorts in the rear area. Re¬ 
classify as ODD'S. 

31 0800 CINCPAC ADV to CIKCSWPA Info C&iINCH «C0H7THFLT.COUWESSEAFROH. CINCPAC PEARL 

CCMPHIBSGROUF 13 . 

In order to assist in meeting urgent requirement of PacFlt for use of naval, 
base facilities SAMAR as early as practicable I can make available the ARA 
(AIC 136) CRATER (AIC 70) and 2 small APAs for 1 lift or 3rd Echelon Assem¬ 
bly 15 departing west coast early May. Request you advise if this is desired 
and if material can be received at the time noted without unacceptable con¬ 
gestion SAMAR. 

31 0832 CINCPAC ADV to COMAIRPAC Info CINCPAC PEARL . 

Your 292204 concur. Assume also that CV groups will not be permitted in 
future to operate more than seventy three fighters. 

31 0835 CINCPAC ADVOH to DEPCOM 20TH Info COM 21 BOMCCM . 

If practicable request that daily PRM be made of KURE paying particular at¬ 
tention to naval anchorage area and presence of major naval units. 
















o 








31 0643 CTF 52 to CQH5THFLT. CTF 51 Info TF 51 . 


Consider preparations and prospective weather will permit successful land¬ 
ing on OKINAWA tomorrow in accordance with preferred plan. KEISE secured 
this morning and landing of artillery commenced. Further details in ray 
1800 I(-9) summary. 

31 0804 CINCPOA ADV to COMNCH. CKO Info COMAIRPAC.CTF58.CINCPAC PEARL.C0M5THFLT . 

Concerning ComAirPac 240544 following extract from CTF 58 serial 0045 of 
13 March is concurred in by Cincpac and Com5thFlt:"Recent comments have pro¬ 
posed additional aviators to TG Comdrs for the purpose of coordinating air 
attacks. It is the opinion of CTF 58 that this additional overhead of pilots 
and aircraft is not warranted or necessary. Each TG contains 3 or more air 
group commanders whose primary duty has been and will be to control and 
coordinate as necessary the operations of TG sweeps and strikes. These air 
group commanders are considered fully qualified and authorized to represent 
their TG commander in the air in this capacity". 

31 0833 CINCPOA ADV to COMINCH.CNO Info COP-AIRPAC.CINCPACPEARL.COLAVESSEAFRONTISHX 

Your 282021 to ComAirPac. ComAirPac 300730. See my 300418. Strongly recommend 
allocation Corsairs to RNZAF be reduced in order maintain supply to PacFlt 
at a more satisfactory level. Cincpoa has no need for RNZAF fighters in 
the present strategic situation. 

31 1248 COMINCH AND CNO to CINCLANT Info COMAIRLANT.COMEASTSEAFROM.COHCARIBSEAFRON . 
C0MPA5EAFR0N. CG PAN DSPA^SriT.COrTfESSEftFRON.COIFAlftVESTCOAST.COMFAIR 

ALAMEDA.CINCPAC BOTH HQ. COMAIRPAC . 

Withdraw VPB 32 and VPB 84 from EastSeaFron and remaining 3 aircraft VPB 84 
from PaSeaFron. Transfer these squadrons to West Coast port designated by 
ComWestSeaFron for temporary duty ready to operate commencing 20 April for 
duration San Francisco Conference. Para. As replacement for above squadrons 
transfer 1 PBM squadron from each of CaribSeaFron and PaSeaFron for duty in 
EastSeaFron. 

011300 $TF 51 to C0M5THFLT Info CINCPAC BOTH HQ. ALL TFC 5THFLT . 

Summary No. 2 011800. Landings on all beaches continued with good progress 
inland against light opposition. Beachhead has been secured from small arms 
fire. Approximately 50,000 troops have landed over beaches including 8 RCT 
with FA Bns 2 Bns medium artillery and approximately 15,000 service troops. 
Sporadic mortar and artillery fire received on beaches early morning. AA 
fire meager. 420th FA Group with 2 Bns 155 guns in position KEISE SHIMA and 
firing in support - ground troops. This Bn received heavy artillery fire early 
hours morning with no damage. Liaison plane strike KEISE SHIMA now in opera¬ 
tion. Front lines as follows: 3rd RiibCorps: TA 7895 KO 7995 KOE 8096 UY 
8195 ALRSY 8295U ASSHN&S: 3294 ABGHNOT 8394 FV 8393 CIOTY 8392 EY 8491 AU 
8490 A 8390 JB 24th Corps: TA 8689 LQW 8688 CX 8687 DX 8686 DK 8$86 JU 
8486 YW 8485 BAW 8484 COTY 8483 EU 8482 A 8382 JW 8381 CF. 1 HANCOCK SP28 
made water landing 110 degrees 16 miles ZTHPA at 0805 with 2 crew members 
rescued by CALHOUN. 1 FM SAGINAW BAY crashed in flames inland 0925 no sur¬ 
vivors. 9 F4U INTREPID used 113/4" rockets on supoort missions. 1 CABOT TBM 
crash landed NAKAGUSUKU WAN 1109. Crew rescued by Dumbo PBM. 1 PBM engaged 
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01 1300 CTF 51 to C0M5THFLT Info CIWCPAC BOTH HQ ALL TFC 5THFLT (CONT'D) 

WEATHER RECONNAISSANCE FLIGHT SECTOR 140 degrees to 160 degrees from BOLO 
500 miles distant* 1 enemy aircraft shot down 0500 reported carrying robot 
bomb similar to German HENSCHEL type 293« Small raid bogies approached from 
north at 1900 passed over transport area. Night fighter splashed 1 Zeke. 

1 suicide hit WEST VIRGINIA 1945# Fire was started but immediately control¬ 
led no other details, Para. Unloading supplies over HAGUSHI beaches commenced 
using LVTs DUKWs LSMs and LST s. AWS 8 unloaded on NAGANNU. Para. Direct 
fire support throughout day by ID OBB BBB 3 CL 23 DD and 177 ECI, LSM sup¬ 
port type. ARKANSAS in position north of NAHA air strip was fired boon by 
coast defense gun with no hits received. LST 884 hit by suicide plane with 
extensive damage by fire. Towed to KERAMA RETTO. LST 824 received light 
damage by near miss of suicide plane. LCI(M) 807 suffered mortar explosion 
while checking misfire. 1 KIA 1 WIA. 12 overboard with injuries unknown 
rescued by small boats. ADAMS hit at stem port side during suicide attack 
by 2 planes with substantial damage to port side deck rudder and ramroom. 
Depth charge rack damaged. Ship badly shaken up. No personnel casualties. 
Downed 1 Tojo. MADISON destroyed floating mine believed mark 6 at 24-14-30N 
128-46 E 31 March. High order detonation. Transport Group E sighted 5 mines 
area 20-22 N 130-13.2 during movement LEYTE to OKINAWA. BARTON probably de¬ 
stroyed 1 submarine 1555 31 March. After 2nd attack submarine was seen to 
come to surface and go down immediately. Retrack made by BARTON. Heavy oil 
slick with diesel odor observed. Further search unproductive. Logistic 
replenishment all types carried on at KERAMA RETTO. Para. Direct air support 
furnished by CVEs and fast carriers. Search flights to north made by PBM 
planes from KERAMA RETTO. PBM planes from KERAMA RETTO covered 5 sectors 
ASP. Propaganda bombs were dropped. CH3JANG0 ASP plane ditched 75 miles south 
ZAMPA at 2105. Search by DD negative. 1 TBM ESSEX shot down by AA fire near 
ZAMPA with 2 crew members rescued by MUSTIN. 

01 0255 CTF 51 to CQM5THFLT Info CINCPAC BOTH HQ. ALL TFC 5THFLT . 

Flash summary No. 1 as of 011100. Preceded by intense naval and air bombard¬ 
ment troops of 10th Army began landing HAGUSHI beaches at 0830 I. Troops 
landed on all beaches against very light opposition. Practically no fire 
against boats none against ships. Considerable number tanks and artillery 
landed regimental reserves now landing. Troops are advancing inland stand¬ 
ing up. All of YONTAN and KADENA airfields are in our possession. Troops 
of 3rd PhibCorps along approximate line 7895Q to 3294K to 8292L to 81911 
to 8290K with advanced patrols. 24th Corps have elements in 8389 8489 8388 
8486 8484 8383. Para. HINSDALE (APA 121) hit by mine or torpedo engine room 
flooded troops transferring other craft. Towing to KERAMA. ADAMS (DM 27) hit 
by suicide plane. 7 enemy aircraft shot down by CAP and AA fire. Para. Have 
sent for 4 transport carriers with garrison aircraft. 

01 0639 CINCPOA ADV HQ to C0M5T1FLT Info CTF 51. C0MG5NTEMTH.CINCPOA PEARL HQ . 

CTF 52 3II640 last 2 sentences indicate IE SHBtA may be evacuated. Assume 
that this condition if it exists will be exploited. Early rehabilitation 
IE SHIMA will simplify many problems both new and in the future. 
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01 2322 CINCPAC ADV HQ to COMINCH & CHO Info COMAIRPAC.CINCPAC PEARL . 

Cumulative evidence contained in combat reports of KAISER Class CVE indi¬ 
cates oracticability of operating 20 VF(Flt-2) and 12 VTB. Recommend increas¬ 
ing complement of VC squadrons attached to Kaiser CVEs from 16 i* VF and 
12 VTB to 20 VF and 12 VTB. If approved this program would be implemented 
as rapidly as planes and pilots become available after CVE 105 Class and 
present operating requirements of CVG and CVLG have been met. New subject. 
Also indicated is the need for a VC squadron in each Kaiser Class CVE 
Division that is trained in observation and spatting of shore bombardment. 
Recommend that presently designated VOC squadrons be redesignated as VC 
squadrons and that 1 VC squadron per division be trained in the observation 
and sDOtting of gunfire for shore bombardment. 

02 0030 QUEENFISH (S3 393) to COHSUBPAC . 


011Soo 


QUEENFISH 2nd. Deeply regret sinking AWA MARU at G1G5Q0Z (GCT) posit 25-25 
Long 120-07. Surface attack in fog with firing range 1200 yards. 4 torpedo 
explosions seen but limits on ship not visible. Ship exploded and sank 
immediately witji few survivors or debris. Picked up 1 who identifies ship 
as 12,000 ton NYK Liner 2 years old. He stated definitely that cargo con¬ 
sisted of rubber, tin, lead. 2,000 Nips on board but no troops, wounded 
or POW. Decision to attack based on single ship speed 17 with initial 
range only 17,000 yards. Believed ship to be destroyer or DE and used 3 
foot depth setting. Location of attack 11 mile from posit SEAFOX attacked 
7 ship convoy 10 hours earlier getting 1 hit. 


02 0550 CTF 51 to C0M5THFLT Info CINCPAC BOTH HQ. ALL TFC 5THFLT . 


Summary No. 3 as of 021200. Both Corps reported quiet night with some snioer, 
machine gun and mortar fire. Estimate enemy has withdrawn his major forces 
to southern part of island. Attack resumed 0830. Being pushed vigorously 
so as take full advantage light resistance. Patrols from reserves mopping 
up pockets rear areas. Fragmentary reports indicate our troops have reached 
major portion L-3 line and continuing advance against minor opposition. 

Naval gunfire heavy air strikes support the attack with schedule and call 
fires. 6 piloted bombs or rockets having wing spread 15 feet cigar shaped 
body 15 feet long captured and held for JICPOA Intelligence Team. KADENA 
airfield reported serviceable for emergency landings. Some construction 
work necessary to make fully operative. OY planes landed YONTAN airfield 
today. Propaganda bombs dropped 0830. Reports indicate civilian populace 
considerable numbers taking advantage of surrender terms of leaflets. 
Tentative identifications enemy units reported all sources include: 32nd 
Army Hq, 62nd Div, 22nd InfReg, 24th Eng. Reg of 24th InfDiv. miscellaneous 
units including 11th Shipping Group. No enemy ground activity KERAMA RETT0 
during past 24 hours. Para. Gunfire support furnished throughout night by 
3 OBB 8 CL 14 DD gunboats. ARCHENAR on night retirement hit by suicide plane. 
Fire quickly extinguished. Ship maintained position in formation. Extensive 
structural damage including 3 holds inoperative, deck winches damaged 
radar out, no electric power forward, light flood forward. 5 KIA, 40 WIA. 
TYRELL hit by suicide plane with slight damage. 1 MIA. Skirmish received 
bomb miss from 2 attacks mast height. 1 20mm gun knocked out. 1 JIA. 

VAMMEN damaged starboard shaft resulting from accidental dropping 300 
pound depth charge due striking floating plank. Pre l i m i n ary damage report 
WEST VIRGINIA hit by suicide plane 1913 1st April shows frame 69 port side 
02 deck, galley, laundry, engineers compartment damaged. 250 Kg dud bomb 
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02 0550 CTF 51 Summary No. 3 (Corrt'd) 

shattered on second deck. 2 20mm guns wrecked. 5 inch range finder damaged. 

3 KIA 9 WIA 1 MIA. Ship fully operative. LCI 58O aground KERAMA RETTO. Both 
shafts and propellers damaged. KCI 462 also aground KERAMA RETTO. Port 
shaft screw damaged. Fire aboard LST 884 hit by suicide plane 1st April 
caused loss individual organic equipment: 1 Inf. Company, detachment amphib¬ 
ious tractor. Corrected casualties reported by INDIANAPOLIS 9 KIA 18 WIA. 
Demonstration group conducted 2nd demonstration off southeastern beaches 
0830. COPA established KERAMA RETTO. Logistics replinishment continuing 
satisfactorily. 1 AO being brought HAGUSHI beach to expedite refueling. 

Sweep unit 2 on station Pl6 tracked several small surface targets from 
northwest corner YURON ISLAND at 30,000 yards passing within 2500 yards at 
30 to 45 knots but not sifted. Para. Direct air support furnished troops 
by CVEs and fast carriers with other attack missions made by offcoming CAP 
which strafed 30 boats various sizes along western beaches north of ZAMPA, 
Search flights made PBMs covering 5 sectors. ASP patrol flown by PBMs KERAMA 
RETTO seaplane base. Enemy air attacks from 1800 to 1930 1st April and 2300 
1st to 0700 2nd with aporoaches from north and south in 11 raids and many 
single attacks. 6 enemy destroyed by gunfire, 5 by VF during oeriod LUNGA 
POINT and SAGINAW BAY shot down 10 O856. 1 BENNINGTON VF made water landing 
208 degrees 48 miles from ZAMPO at 1000 with rescue by WIKES. Para. Beach 
conditions good with general unloading started. Weather lew scattered cumulus 
clouds 1/10 at 1500 feet. Visibility good. Wind ENE 10 to 20 knots. Temper¬ 
ature 74 degrees. No appreciable swell of surf. 

02 1225 CTF 51 to C0H5THFLT Info CINCPAC BOTH HQ. ALL TF & TGC 5THFLT . 

Summary No.041800 (No. 4 031800)(?). Ground forces made good progress this 
afternoon. Reports indicate elements 3rd PhibCorps reached L-5 line ZA 
6th MarDiv with 1st MarDiv approaching 5-5 line. 24th Corps advanced 
rapidly east in ZA 7th InfDiv south and east ZA 96th InfDiv. at IFUR 50 2nd 
battalion 17th Inf reached east coast vicinity TOBARD TA 9085. On the corps 
right 96th Div advanced into rugged terrain to east encountering stiffening 
resistance. The division right pushed through to vicinity FUTEMA TOW with 
advance elements penetrating ISA TA 8380. All division CPs in operation 
ashore. Air observers reported enemy activity including troop concentration 
area southeast NAHA airfield. Enemy opposition mostly by small scattered 
units engaging in sporadic mortar small arms fire. Due rapid advance front 
lines are fragmentary: 3rd PhibCorps TA 8197S 8296AY 8395AY 8494-AY 85994U 
8593AGLQV 8592BGMFW 8591DI0TY 8690AV 8689BCHM 24th Corps: 9188X 9 178 CK 
9087TX 9086DCHLP 8986YVR 8886 TSMLP 8786 TYX 8785CK 86850U 8584EHU 8583A 
8483 JX 8482DX 8481E 8531ABH0SRVU 8481XU 8381XU. Para. Gunfire support fur¬ 
nished by 8 BB 9 cruisers 21 DD and gunboats. Few call fires during day 
necessary due weak resistance. ANZIO conducted hunter-killer operation on 
ASP plane radar contact in 25—15N 128—22E. No report. PORTERFIELD strafed 
by Jap fighter 0021. No damage to ship 1 KIA. Rearming all types continues 
satisfactorily. LCI 568 reported hit by plane 1859. No other details. Para. 
Direct air supnort continued by CVEs and fast carriers. CAP coming off sta¬ 
tion destroyed 12 barges, 2 50 foot boats, 3 small boats in NAKAGESUKU WAN 
and N0T0B0 PENINSULA. Support aircraft north discovered 12 mines 100 yards 
offshore in area NE NAGAHAMA TA 8197. 4 exploded by strafing with destruction 
continuing by aircraft. Search flights were made by PBM and ASP planes 
KERAMA RETTO seaplane base. OY planes ashore from CVEs brodie IDT. Total 
19 OYs at YONTAN and KADEN airfields. SAN JACINTO TBM crashed near NAHA 1305. 
No survivors. MARCUS ISLAND FM plane made water landing 65 miles bearing 050 
ZAMPA at 1230. COLHOUN rescued pilot. 1st carrier plane landed ICADENA Field 
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02 1225 CTF 51 Summary (Cant' d) 

when CHENANGO F6F made emergency landing 1617 due AA fire. 1 crew member 
7.1 A. 2 TBMs sprayed DDT occupied area OKINAWA 1630. Additional propaganda 
bombs dropped. Flash RED 1837 estimated 12 to 15 enemy planes approached 
from north southwest. HORNET night fighters definitely shot down 2 Jills. 

1 probable. BENNION probably splashed 1. WICKES reports 2 planes shot down 
by gunfire near her 50 miles bearing 210 from ZAHPA. General unloading con¬ 
tinues satisfactory. 


02 2120 CINCPAC ADV HO to COHGENFMFPAC Info CG3DMARDIV.C0 P.VDECHFMFPAC. CINCPOA 
PEARL HQ. COMHARCORPS . 

Advise existing instructions issued by you for rotation of personnel 3rd 
MarDiv or any other MarDiv. Desire in the future any plans for rotation 
of personnel in MarDivs which have a major effect on the combat readiness 
of those units be referred to Cincpac for approval. Further desire exist¬ 
ing instructions for mass rotation of personnel 3rd MarDiv or any other 
Divs be held in abeyance pending action by Cincpac. 


24 0534 GHQ SWPA to CQHGEN ARMY SERVICE FORCES Info CNO . 

02 1930 CNO passed above to CINCPOA BOTH HO., COMWESSEAFituN for Info . 

CX 12886. Subject assignment of troop ships to SWPA. Reference is made to 
CNO signal 032000 (GOT) of June 44 which assigned 10 troop ships to this 
theater as result of a request made by Major General HARPALL when on a 
visit to Washington at about that time. In view of the greatly increased 
lines of communications within this theater and the greater number of 
troops deployed it is being clearly demonstrated that the troop ships 
assigned to the theater are inadequate to meet requirements. Owing to the 
inefficiency of moving troops in cargo ships and to the extensive require¬ 
ments that exist within the theater for moving cargo (supplies from AUSTRA¬ 
LIA and rolling up rear bases) the use of Liberty ships other than cargo 
movements is most undesirable. It is requested that 10 additional troop 
ships be assigned to this theater for employment until our deplacement of 
troops into the P HILI PPINES is completed. And average capacity of 2000 
troops with 2000 measurement tons of cargo and a capability of moving in 
14 knot convoys is desirable. 

02 1940 CNO to CINCPOA PEARL Info CINCPAC A.HV.CINCSV/PA.COMWSSSSAFRON.C0M7THFLT . 

Refer GHQ SWPA CX 12886 being passed to you by CNO 021930. Allocation of 
10 troopships to CINCSWPA for 60 day retention to meet requirements ap¬ 
proved. JMTC proposes assignment of following vessels to CINCSWPA. SEA 
SCAMP, CAPE COD, EXCHANGE, LPA MARLIN, CAPE CLEARS, JOHN LYKES, CAPE 
HENLOPEN, GEN PATRICK (AP 1507, GEN MCRAE (AP149), GEN BLATCHFORD (AP153). 
Request those vessels now in your area be made available to SWPA unless 
sane or all are obligated for return loadings to US in which case recom¬ 
ment comparable substitutions which may be made available to CINCSWPA 
at aporoximately same dates. 

03 0819 CINCPOA ADV to CTFs 93.94.51.C0M5THFLT Info COMAIRPAC.COHPHOTO GRP 2. 
CINCPOA PEARL HQ. COHFAItWING ONE. CCMGEN 21 BOHCCH. I SC CEi GUAM . 

Fhoto Group 2 assigned to direct operational control Cincpoa effective 
0000 (I) (-9) 8 April. This change in assignment will in no way change 
services now being rendered to all commands concerned. 
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03 1300 COMINCH & CNO to CINCPAC ADV Info CCILAIRPAC. CINCPAC PEARL. C0M7THFLT . 

Provided such action is satisfactory to CINCSWPA your 280649 approved be¬ 
cause of shortage of Venturas. If the 2 PB4Y squadrons are withdrawn they 
should be replaced with equivalent of 2 PV squadrons which they are re¬ 
lieving, 

03 1310 CTF 51 to C0H5THFLT Info CINCPAC BOTH. .ALL TF & TGC 5THPLT . 

Sum m ary No. 6 as of 031800. Both Corps advanced rapdily in their respective 
ZA with negligible resistance. 3rd FhibCorps: Reconnaissance elements 6th 
MarDiv extended operations along north coastal road to L plus 15 line re¬ 
porting they would continue operations southeast along road from NAKADOMARI 
TA 8798 to ISHIKJfiVA TA 9097• This division made steady progress in rugged 
terrain confronting them and have reached L plus 10 line in left of their 
ZA and division right flank is within 800 yards L plus 10 line. 1st MarDiv 
drove its left flank to the vicinity SUNAN TA 8995 SE to point 200 yards 
E of INUBI TA 9193 thence S to corps boundary along L plus 10 line to 
KATSUREN BAY. Fran this point line extended across KATCHIN PENINSULA iso¬ 
lating same. KATCHIN PENINSULA reconnoitered. No enemy or installations 
found. Reconnaissance in progress north along roads from ^USHIKAWA TA 
9589 to HIZAONNA TA 9095. Plan to land 2nd MarDiv 5 April on YELLOW 
beaches. 24th Corps: Area from Corps boundary S to AWASHI PENINSULA seized 
and latest reports indicate 7th Div line as KUBA TA 8980 to UNJO TA 8781 
thence SE to Div boundary. 96 th Div advanced south along west coast to 
CHIYUANNA TA 8380 and FUT.4MA TA 8481. Rapid movement troops precludes 
showing fixed lines. Division reports attacked by 5 men and 11 women dres¬ 
sed in soldiers uniforms. Women conmitted suicide when attack failed. 12th 
Ind Inf Bn identified. (Part 2). Para. Fire support provided 24th Corps 
by 1 OBB 3 CA-CL 10 DD . 3rd Corps by 3 OBB 3 CA-CL 8 DD. General support 
eastern bombardment 1 OBB 1 CA 6 DD. Special Army support 1 OBB 1 DD. 
COLORADO reports good fire effect tank park and troop assembly, TA 7969. 
Minesweeping off eastern island covered by 2 CA 2 DD. 040 R W SUESENS 
splashed 1 Tony KERAMA RETTO not previously reported. FOREMAN hit by 
bomb starboard side 0120 with major engineering damage 4 WIA. LST 599 
set afire during air raid early morning. Ship inoperative. Cargo ruined. 
BUNCH slight damage starboard side while alongside DICKERSON fighting fire. 
Repaired by ships force. Para. Direct air support furnished troops by CVEs 
and fast carriers. TG 58.1 covers SAKISHIMO GUNTO while TG 57 fueling. 
Search flights and ASP by PBYs from KERAMA RETTO. Flash RED 1720 to 1830 
with planes approaching from North in 6 groups. From SW 1 group. Enemy 
destroyed by gunfire: 1 by unknown DD at 1757. 1 by ABELE 1810. 1 by 
BENNION 1824 another by BENNION 1829. Destroyed by VF: 1 Zeke TULAGI FM 
1722. 3 Judies HANCOCK F6 Fs 1747. 2 by HANCOCK 1743. 1 by HANCOCK 1753. 
(Part 3). Own plane losses: 1 TBM TULAGI made crash landing YONTAN Field 
1608. 1 Oscar landed YONTAN night 1 April. Pilot made normal approach and 
landing. Taxied plane to line. Shot by Marine when leaving plane. Para. 
Brief summary beach conditions follow: at 1730 53 LSTs and LSMs were being 
unloaded over the reef. At 0600 the 24th Corps shore party commander as¬ 
sumed command of the 7th & 96 th Div beaches. BRCV/N beaches closed. Not 
needed due availability other beaches. New road beingbuilt in 1st MarDiv 
area. Lateral beach roads poor to fair. 24th Corps shore party building 4 
lane highway parallel to beach. 24th Corps has built 4 or 5 sand ramps over 
reef. 3rd PhibCorps will build ramps when equipment lands. Unloading con¬ 
ditions generally satisfactory. Weather generally clear. ENE and E winds 8 
to 18 knots. Temperature average 79 degrees. Visibility 10 miles. Slight 
sea no swell. 
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04 0205 CTF 51 to CTG 51.19, 52,11, 52.2, 51.15. COPHIBRSCBN.CECIL APA06 Info 
COMGEN 10, CCMGBN 27TH DIV. TF 511EC?HOLDERS) 

Information indicates eastern islands OKINAWA lightly held except for 
TSUGEN SHIMA. Minefield entrance NAKAGUSUKU 7/AN. Sweeping vicinity islands 
in progress. To avoid if possible committing 27th Div to assault. Eastern 
islands CTG 51«19 will execute reconnaissance in force of IKE SHIMA TAKA 
BAT ARE, HSANXQ SHIMA, HA ,r AHIKA SHIMA, TSUGEN SHIMA, KUTAKA SHIMA with amphib¬ 
ious reconnaissance battalion embarked in KINZER and SCRIBNER and UDTs 7 
and 11 embarked in HOPRING and KLINE with UDT 21 as standby in BUNCH (BLAG). 
Gunfire, air and minesweeping support as requested# Commence operations soon 
as possible not later than April. ConGen 10 concurs including detail of 
recon battalion. 

04 0730 CTF 51 to CCM5THFLT Info CINCPAC BOTH HQ. ALL TFC & TGC 5THFLT . 

Summary No. 7 (041200). Both Corps continued to make rapid advances against 
no effective opposition. No enemy ground activity was report during night, 

1st MarDiv seized H1XA0NNA TA 9095 after dark last night. No resistance. 1st 
MarDiv resumed advance at 0800 to seize L plus 20 line. 1200 reports indicat¬ 
ed troops advancing rapidly oh line FUTRSI TA 8800 to PRHIKAJH TA 9097. 6th 
MarDiv pushed to east coast. Unconfirmed reports of 1135 indicated 3rdFhib 
Corps troops had reached east coast line in its ZA including KTVHIN PENINSULA 
24th Corps advancing to L plus 20 line pushed south to the general line TCWN 
TA 8179 NODAKE TA 8580 KUBI SAKE TA 8980. Previous report indicating SHURI 
and A7/ASE being possible concentration points main enemy strength not con- 
finned by aerial reconnaissance. Para. 3 OBB 5 CA-CL 18 DD provided naval 
gunfire support. DD resting in commort. V/AKS ISLAND in area HKTMET had 2 
near misses from enemy plane 1750 3 April. Shell plate has 10 foot hole 
frame 25 below water line. Many shrapnel holes. LCI 82 in anti small craft 
screen operating outside NAKGUSUKU WAN was sunk in action against enemy HT3 
also destroyed. LCI 347 has 41 survivors 4 V/IA aboard. TRACI has 9 survivors 
5 V/IA aboard. Afternoon 3 Aoril LCI(G) 559 on patrol north IE SHIMA picked 
up 8 men 1 woman civilians from small boat flying white flag. 0410 BENNETT 
took bogey under fire 260 degrees 22 miles from BOLO. Bogey retired north, 
0504 SPROSTON reported near* m ss in area 010 degrees 45 miles from BOLO. 

0240 ELLISON and HEMBLETON repulsed attack by 2 to 3 enemy aircraft which 
used window and brillian flares. ELLISON HAMBLETON RODMAN attacked 3 times 
by single enemy aircraft from 0204 to 0410. No ships damaged. No planes shot 
down. 1500 3rd April WILLMARTH and BONERS relieved HUDSON to continue 
search on contact CADI by ASP plane morning 3 April. WTLIMARTH made 4 at¬ 
tacks 1800 with negative results. During A/S patrol 1825 2nd April northwest 
IE SHIMA RODMAN attacked on good sound contact in Lat 26-57N Long 127-21E. 
Contact loss after 1st run. MACOMB and plane assisted until 0400 when search 
abandoned. LCI 366 at 1130 3rd April destroyed floating mine TA 6770. Para. 
Direct air support by CVEs and fast carriers. Extensive reconnaissance and 
photographic flights over entire target area has failed to locate any sizable 
enemy concentrations but HEDE reported numerous nreviously unreported targets 
which have been subjected to air and naval bombardment. Strafing attack made 
by fighters on 50 foot boat near MOTOBU PENINSULA and on boats and seaplanes 
near RETTO SHIMA. Search flights made by PBMs from KERAMA RETTO seaplane 
base. ASP furnished by TEMs from CVEs in inner sectors and PB Ms fr om seaplane 
base in outer sector. 1 PBM hit reef northwest corner KERAMA RETTO while 
taxiing night 2 April and sank all personnel recovered. Eneny air attacks 
occurred intermittently during night from 0200 to 0750, Planes approached 
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04 0730 CTF 51 Summary No. 7 (Cont»d ) 
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from horth in small groups# Enemy planes destroyed by VF were 1 Betty by 
CAP at 0227. 1 Sonia by CAP 0434. 2 Zekes by HANCOCK F6Fs at 0747. No damage 
incurred from these attacks. 1615 3 April CABOT F6F was downed in position 
28-15N 129-45 E. 1124 BUNKER HILL F6F inomiinnontaiax made emergency landing 
YONTAN Field. 1155 SANTEE F6F made emergency landing YONTAN Field. 1 PBM 
Dumbo with 4 ESSEX fighters as cover at 0815 proceeded to rescue CABOT and 
BATAAN pilot downed between AMAMI and KIKAI SHIMA and 1 CABOT crewman 
rescued. Air delivery supplies made to units 1st MarDiv 0925 and 1130 by 
TBMs from FANSHAW BAY NATOMA BAY. TBMs MAKIN ISLAND sprayed DDT over frienc 
ly areas. SARGENT BAY TBM dropped propaganda leaflets 1030. Floating mines 
sighted by air observer 0900 between IE SHIMA and OKINAWA. 1 exploded by 
strafing. 


04 1230 CTF 51 to C0M5THFLT Info CINCPAC BOTH HR. .ALL TFC & TGC 5THFLT . 


3 


O 
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Summary No. 8 (041800). Reports this evening indicate our troops continued 
the advance against scattered resistance. 1 enemy group ambushed Company L 
7th Marines in TA 9098 with 40 enemy killed. No report on our casualties. 
Elements 1st MarDiv are along line TA 9300C to TA 9203B blocking off north 
exits to isthmus. Entire east coast line from TA 9203B south to KUBASAKI TA 
8980 now in our hands, 24th Corps advancing south reached the line UCHI T0- 
MARI TA 8078 KAMIYAMA TA 8378 to north edge of NAKGUSUKI TA 8879. Air observ¬ 
er renorted many enemy troops in TA 7970 and 8070 and vehicles in TA 7865 
were taken under fire by naval gunfire and air bombardment. Advance CP 24th 
uorps now ashore. Cumulative easualties to 032AQ0 follow: 6th MarDiv 29 
KIA 88 WIA 0 MIA. Battle total 117 NBC 50. 1st MarDiv 13 KIA 40 WIA 0 MIA. 
Battle total 53 NBC 35. 7th InfDiv 32 KIA 155 WIA 3'MIA. Battle total 190 
NBC 54. 96th InfDiv 20 KIA 115 WIA 5 MIA. Battle total 140 NBC 14. 77th 
InfDiv 43 KIA lol WIA 0 MIA. Battle total 204 NBC 48 . 24th Corps non divis¬ 
ional units 1 WIA NBC 4. Grand total: Battle 705 NBC 205. 3rd PhibCorps 
non divisional units and Army not reported. Para. Fire support provided 3rd 
and 24th Cons by 2 OBB 6 CA-CL 14 DD. General support eastern bombardment 
2 OBB 4 DD. Army support 3 OBB 1 DD. Ammunition replenishment exceeds current 
exnenditures. Command of TG 51.1 transferred to ComTransRon 171900 2 April. 
PENSACOLA starboard propeller damaged by LST during rearming 31 March. 3 
tips bent forward 2 to 6 inches. WHIMARTH and BOWERS completed search on 
contact developed yesterday at 292 degrees 70 miles from BOLQ. Results 
negative. SOLACE sailed for GUAM. Many unloaded transports departing tomor¬ 
row morning. Minesweeping being conducted around IE SHIMA and sections east 
of OKINAWA. Para. TF 5$ attacked KIKAI and TOKENA Fields. This attack based 
on information Brom rescued pilot who spent last night in a boat off KIKAI 
SHIMA and who stated 10 enemy fighters landed there during night. Intensive 
search north OKINAWA revealed few significant installation. Mines de- 






aar 


stroyed by aircraft east of IE SHIMA. Enemy air approached between 1700 to 
1745 from SW and retired to west after closing 60 miles from OKINAiVA. Chased 
by CAP without making contact. At 1425 F6F SUWANEE crashed behind enemy 
lines. At 1700 TEM^craslied on take off from YONTAN Field. No casualties. 2 
TBMs RUDYARD BAY sprayed DDT 1435. Air drop rations and water to 1st MarDiv 
at 1600. Friendly aircraft over IE SHEIA O 83 O received light meager AA fire 
from base of tower Sjvestem tip of TA 8134RV7. 12 small boats destroyed this 
afternoon on I0R0NSHIMA by roving air patrol. No other pay targets this is¬ 
land visible. Para. Beach conditions follow: 24th Corps completed construc¬ 
tion of roads in beach area. All barges and causeways in the OKINAIVA Beach 
areas have been launched with the exception of 2 causeway sets. 23 barges 
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04 1230 CTF 51 Summary Ho. 3 (Cont'd ) 

have mounted cranes and are in use as transfer stations. Several causeway 
piers are in use on various beaches. 22 barges are handling general cargo, 
9 hauling fuel or ammunition, and 5 operation as Bowser fueling stations. 
Weather clear this morning with overcast this afternoon. Visibility good. 
Winds north to northnortheast 8 to 10 knots increasing to 20 this evening. 
Temperature average 74 degrees. Surf slight increasing to 4 to 6 feet by 
nightfall. 


050006 C0M3RDFLT to CINCPAC ADV Hh Info CINCPAC PEARL . 



Your 041212 understood and complied with. Logistic support Mid Pacific 
Striking Force will now depend on intermittent availability of oilers 
in transit. Therefore the prompt initiation and aggressive execution of 
your OpPlan 2-45 and mine of same number may be adversely affected. This 
for information connection your planning. 

05 0028 CIHCPOA ADV HQ to CINCSWPA Info Com7thFlt.C0M5THFLT.CTF 58. CTF 57. CTF 51 
CCMxBN FEAF. 


Cincpac PEARL 041932 to Com7thFlt. Request maximum attack on air bases 
northern FORMOSA. 


05 0110 CINCPAC ADV Hf to CINCSWPA Info COMAIRPAC.C0U7THFLT.COMGENAIRFMFPAC.COtiINCH 
L CHO. COHGENFEAF. COM MAgAm/ING OJE . 

Ify 091337. Your CX 13451 DTG 03U43 not to all. Marine Air Group 24 and 32 
including their HedRons are available to you until 1 July. 


(March) (05 1711) CINCPAC to_CBICP0A_B0TH HQ_Info BUDOCKS^DmPACDOC^SANmNJc PEARL. 
05 0153 CINCPOA °SARL _ ' Info COMFWDAREA. CTG 94.5 . 



Construction Battalions will not be returned to the mainland for rehabili¬ 
tation and reorganization. Reequipment will be accomplished at Pacific 
bases. Rehabilitation of personnel will be acccmnlished by individual 
replacements. 




05 0527 C0M5THFLT To 5THFLT. CINCPAC BOTH HQ . 

Com5thFlt shifted flag and administration to NES7 MEXICO. Request Cincpac 
inform others who need to know. 

05 0709 COMFWDAREA to ADC TWO JIHA Info CINCPOA BOTH HQ. C0M5UBPAC. VMB 612 . 

Until blind bobbing zone approved by Cincpoa direct VMB 612 perform night 
ASP at IWO JBIA and attack shipping in harbors of Jap Empire. Will advise 
you immediately when other areas become available. 

05 0730 CTF 51 to C0M5THFLT Info CINCPAC BOTH HQ. ALL TFC & TGC 5THFLT . 

Summary No. 9 as of 051200. Minor energy troop activity reported during 
night. 24th Corps reported high velocity or large caliber artillery fire 
1,000 yards west of FUTEMA TA 8481 at 042004 from suspected positions north 
NAHA BAY. Counter battery fire on that target resulted in explosions and 
fires. 6th MarDiv continued attack north of L plus 20 line on ISHIKAWA 
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05 0730 CTF 51 Summary No. 9 (CONT'D) 

PENINSULA. Patrols have been reported as far north as ONNA TA 9306 
KOCHUDA TA 0805 and CHUDA TA 0511. 1st MarDiv patrolling the occupied zone 
and consolidating positions. 1st MarDiv reported landing of trooos on 
YUBUCHI EHIKA TA 0084, off KATSUREN PENINSULA at 0900. No farther reports 
were received. 24thCorns were ordered to continue attack to the south with 
no reports received on progress. 96 th InfDiv reported 2 tanks lost to land 
mines and 1 lost when dropped into camouflaged tank trap. ComGen 3rd Fhib- 
Corps assumed command ashore 1500 4 April. Towns encountered so far not 
fortified. Captured enemy pilot states entire crew his plane had no prior 
combat experience. Ordered from training school to pick up plane at 
KISARAIN Naval Air Base. Flew to KIN0YA and proceeded to attack mission. 
(Part 2). Para. Call fire illumination and harassing fires furnished both 
Corps by 6 CA-CL 9 DD. 1 0B3, 1 CA 5 DD to eastern group. 1 0BB 1 DD on 
general support special missions. Accelerated unloading yesterday as re¬ 
sult excellent UDT work preparing reef for LSTs on north beaches. 15 LSTs 
now able beach simultaneously. Unloading stopped all beaches last night due 
heavy surf with some damage to boats and landing craft shipping. Incomplete 
reports show LSM 12 broached on WHITE 1 beach NV 0035 in bad condition with 
seams split. Holes in sides caused by LST 675 broaching and pinning her 
against LST 570. Engines and generators out. 3 feet water forward compart¬ 
ments engine room after steering. LST 675 bddly broached. LST 756 reported 
2300 that reef punctured holes in ballast tanks and engine room. All power 
lost. Water coming in fast. PAKANA standing by. LST 689 broached on WHITE 
beach 3« LST 736 beached on Y/HITE 2 with engine room flooding. These craft 
unable retract due stage of tide and heavy loading. (Part 3)* Many towing 
missions by tugs and some LCIs because barges and small craft adrift in 
anchorage. Further report from SPRQSTON and HAMBLETON. SPROSTON received 
near miss from enemy bomb. Sonar gear and gyro deranged. Main battery com¬ 
puter jarred out of position. No personnel casualties. HAMBLETON suicider 
crashed close aboard after being shot down. Minor damage. Some underwater 
damage possible as vibration more prominent. No casualties. Sweeping in pro¬ 
gress of minefield entrance NAKAGUSUKU Y, r AN. Gunboat destroyed mine 2 miles 
MY southern tip 0KINA7/A 0900. LCS 115 at 0230 definitely sighted submarine 
at 1400 yards which submerged on approach to location 266 degrees 68 miles 
from BOLO. HUDSON in adjoining radar picket station despatched to area. 

13V461 PM assigned for hunter-killer. HUDSON at 1000 reported making 2 
firing runs and 3 dry runs on contact practically dead in water at 600 
fathoms. Oil slick rising from contact* 4 other firing runs made earlier 
resulted in light oil slick hunter relieved by GEMDREAU and B OWE RS with 
17V461 now assisting. (Part 4). Replenishing and rearming at KERAMA RETTO 
continues satisfactory. Hulk of DICKERSON sunk. 29 Unloaded APA 2 LSV 21 
escorts departed for GUM and SAIPAN. Para. Early morning air strikes were 
made but weather caused cancellation of missions after O 83 O. Direct air sup¬ 
port furnished by CVEs and fast carriers. Special air search being made for 
mines in NAKAGUSUKU WAN. Search flints by PBMs from KERAMA RETTO seaplane 
base. ASP during daylight flown by TBMs fran CVEs in inner sectors and by 
PBMs from KERAMA RETTO seaplane base in outer sectors. During night all sec¬ 
tors covered by PBMs. 7 PBMs arrived from SAIPAN. L returned SAIPAN for re¬ 
pairs. No enemy air attacks during period. 4 men in lifeboat reported by air¬ 
craft in position 6 miles S of MIYAKO at 1005. Dumbo with VF cover proceeding 
to make rescue. 2 twin-engine planes destroyed on NAHA Field by FMs from 
RENSHAW BAY at 0900. 
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05 0840 CINCPOA ADV to CINCPAC ffiARL.CCMCffiNAAFPOA.ALL TYPE COUDRSPACFLT.COMGENPOA. 
n COMINCH Info SECNAV. 




Past experience has shown that after a new position is taken from the enemy- 
many requests are soon received for permission to visit such localities for 
a wide variety of reasons. In many instances the date or information sought 
could be obtained from reports or by letter without serious detriment to 
the prosecution of the war. Where visits have seemed essential the size 
of parties has often been larger than necessary. These visitors require valu¬ 
able transportation and accomodations enroute but far more serious is the 
fact that their presence and the assistance they require in forward areas 
takes up time of busy officers and retards in greater or less degree the work 
that must be accomplished there. Addressees are requested to screen all ap¬ 
plications for visits to forward areas particularly the RYUKYUS. Unless 
they consider that prosecution of the war might suffer if the visit were not 
made it is requested that they disapprove applications without forwarding 
them to Cincpoa except where there are special reasons that merit considera¬ 
tion. Cominch is requested to furnish copy this message to chief of staff 
of the Array for such action as he finds appropriate within the war department. 


05 1325 CTF 51 to C0M5THFLT Info CINCPAC BOTH HQ. ALL TFC & TGC 5THFLT . 


o 


o 




Summary No. 10 as of 051800. Fragmentary reports indicate the 3rd Phib 
Corps engaged in active patrolling to the north up the ISHBfl.II PENINSULA 
with no opposition. 22nd Marines now astride the general line TA 9908M to 
0199R with patrols at CI-IUDA TA 0511 and KOCHIMA TA 0805. 24th Corps advancing 
south met increased resistance in organized defensive area along their front. 
Advances up to 3000 to 5000 yards were made and at 1800 line held as: TA 
8777C 8476u 8278F 80780 to TA 8079V. Air reconnaissance reveals numerous 
enemy installations and troop concentrations along the front. Reconnaissance 
eastern islands preparatory to landings of 27th Army Div in progress. Total 
personnel casualties to 042400: 3rd Corps trooos: 1 KIA 0 WIA 0 MIA NBC 7• 

1st MarDiv 32 KIA % WIA 0 MIA. Total battle 126 NBC 80. 6th MarDiv 37 KIA 
119 WIA 0 MIA. Total battle 156 NBC 68. 24th Corps non divisional units: 

0 KIA 1 WIA NBC 4. 7th InfDiv 35 KIA 172 VO!A 5 MIA. Total battle 207 NBC 40. 
77th InfDiv 43. KIA, 161 WIA, 0 MIA. Total battle 204 NBC 48. 96th InfDiv 
27 KIA 251 WIA 6 MIA. Total battle 278 NBC 19. Grand total 175 KIA 798 WIA 
11 MIA NBC 296. Para. Fire support furnished both corps included 3 0BB 
6 CA-CL 14 DD, 3 0BB 3 CA-CL 7 DD supported minesweeping NAKAGUSUKU WAN. 
Special interdiction and harassing fires in southwest sector by 1 0BB and 
2 DD. 1 cruiser and 1 DD supported minesweepers off western OKINAWA. DDs 
and gunboats searched along coast for enemy PT and suicide boats. LCS 12 and 
LCI 1027 reported 1240 sighting midget submarine bearing 225 degrees 3000 
yards from B0L0. CatRon berth 870 about 237 degrees 1700 yards from B0L0 
reported periscope 300 yards and torpedo wake passing close aboard, at 1243. 
Hunter killer operations with results negative so far. About 1750 NEVADA 
hit 3 times by shore battery TA 7169 or 7269. No details but ship continues 
in action. Para. Logistic situation satisfactory. Para. CVEs and fast carriers 
furnished direct air support. Expect increased air support will be required 
tomorrow on the southern front. Beach reconnaissance of eastern islands made 
by FANSHAW BAY TBM at 1420. Reconnaissance of NAKAGUSUKU WAIT for mines 
STEAfDSR BAY TBM at 1230 negative. Search flights made by FBMs KERAMA RETT0 
seaplane base. ASP carried out. 1 enemy Val approached at 1800 splashed by 
SANGAMON F6F at 1825. Dumbo PBM at 1330 rescued 4 airmen from liferaft 6 
miles south of ITTAKO previously reoorted in orogress. C0LH0UN 1610 rescued 
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05 1325 CTF 51 Sunnary Ho. 10 (Continued )• 




06 0540 


pilot of BENNINGTON F6F 37 miles bearing 037 fran ZAMPA. Dumbo PBM rescued 
pilot of HORNET F6 f 160 miles bearing 047 from ZAMPA at 1708. At 1440 pilot 
from TG 58.4 sank while friendly fighters orbited and Dumbo was enroute. 

2 Y0RKT0WN aviators reported dawned close to southern ISHIGAI at 1620. 

Dumbo could not effect rescue today but will try early tomorrow. Fran L 
day to 1800 L plus 4 Day total confirmed enemy planes destroyed is as fol¬ 
lows: 28 by ships gunfire. 21 by fighters controlled by TF $1 plus 16 sui- 
ciders who made 15 hits and 1 miss on 14 ships. Ships which have shot down 
planes but have not been Dreviously mentioned by name in summaries are: 
BENNETT, WILEY, ADAMS, FRAZIER, LCI 1073, ELLYS0N, GOODREAU. LCS 64 , 
SUESUME, BUSH. DDT sprayed but 2 RUDYSRD BAY TBMs 1245 and by 2 SANGAMON 
TBMs atl440. Para. Beaches well organized with well regulated dumps located 
inldnd. Unloading has been retarded seriously last night and today due to 
severe weather conditions. Probably there will be a delay fran this cause 
in activating airfields. Weather overcast with intermittent light rain. 
Winds averaging 25 to 39 knots fran the nort h decreasing to 20-25 knots at 
end of neriod. Temperature 66 degrees. Visibility 5 to 7 miles. Moderate 
sea and swell from northwest. 








CTF 51 to CTF 58, CQMBATRON 2 Info C0M5THFLT.CTF 53.CTF 55.CTG 51.1.CTG 51.19 . 

CTGS 51.2. 51.3, 51.5, 51.15, 52.1. 5018. 50.5 . 




To provide for indicated possibility of ehemy surface attack to eastward 
or westward of OKINAWA early morning of 7th 8th 9th TF 51 will be directed 
to execute following: (A) TGs 51.1 and 51.2 including tractor groups will 
be moved 100 to 150 miles to SE of present positions generally near regu¬ 
lar routes. (B) TG 51.3 will oroceed to arrive KERAMA RETTO on 9th as sched¬ 
uled unless otherwise directed. (C) TG 51.19 will continue reconnaissance 
of eastei*n islands and gunfire support except early morning 8th will move 
to 5 miles south of OKINAWA KA U. (D) KERAMA RETTO and HAGUSHI beach opera¬ 
tions vail continue as scheduled excerrt transport screen will be NSDUASU 
to assign additional DDs to TF 54. (E) TF 54 will deploy between IHEYA 
RETTO and AGUNI SHIMA nightly with 7 or 8 OBB 6 cruisers 15 to 20 DD. (F) 
Night ASP as scheduled. TG 52.1 will send daily 2 flights of air scouts 250 
miles up the NANSEI SHOTO CHAIN as directed by Com5thFlt and TF 58 vail 
provide trooo support aircraft during day to replace this effort. Para. 
Request action adees comment and advise as to other measures if desired. 



06 0347 CTF j?8_to C0H5THFLT. 

06 1250 C0M5THFLT Info CTF 51.CINCPAC . 

Aircraft of WGS 58 .1 and 58.3 splashed about 150 planes today exclusive of 
any shot down by OKINAWA target CAP. Our losses high . Some ships damaged 
all operational. 

06 2025 CTF 51 to C0M5THFLT Info CINCPAC. ATFC5THFLT. ATGC5THFLT . 

Special report enemy air attack afternoon early evening 6 April. Includes 
TF 51 ships and planes controlled by TF 51. From 1440 to 1843 total 182 
enemy airplanes attacked in about 22 grouos. 55 shot down by our planes 
35 shot by following ships. BUSH 3, ST LOUIS, LCI 809, TUSCALOOSA, LST 693, 
GREGORY, ESTES, MORRIS. C0IH0UN 2. STERRST, HYMAN, ROOKS. STRENGTH, TAWAKOUI, 
BEM!'ET 2, '..TCHES, All ships in transport area jointly 4 . Unknown gteUs 11. 

- Continued - c.OL~ 














APRIL, (GOT) 


^ 0 

06 2025 CTF 51 to CQM5THFLT Info CINCPAC. ALL TFC & TGC 5THFLT. (CONT'D) _ 

Plane score includes 1 by PBM and 1 by TBM. Total of 22 suicide hits made. 

2 suicide misses. Total enemy planes destroyed 116. 2 friendly planes shot 

down by our AA. Para. Following ships hit by suiciders. BUSH sunk. COLHOUN 
alongside BUSH affecting rescue hit 3 times sunk 4 hours later. HYMAN heavily 
damaged. EMMONS sunk. RODMAN heavily damaged. MULLANY, WITTER, NS.VC0MB hit 
twoce. MORRIS, LEUTZE sinking condition. DEVASTATOR, FIEBERLING minor damage. 
RECRUIT, HCMORTH, DEFENSE,- MORRIS, HUTCHINS, HOBBS VICTORY (AKE) in KERAMA 
HETTO on fire tovfed clear. All damaged shins being assisted. Para. BUSH, 
COLHOUN radar nickets. EMMONS, RODMAN, IHULLANY, HITTER, MORRIS, DEVASTATOR, 
FIEBERLING, HUTCHINS transport screen vessels. Other naval vessels hit were 
fire support vessels or minecraft. 

07 0035 CTF 51 to CTG 51.6.CTG 51.15 Info CTGs 51.5. 52.2. CTF 54. TF 51. 

Information received indicates enemy surface force heading toward OKINAWA 
ETA tomorrow morning 8. CTG 51.6 expedite repairs on destroyer types that 
can be made ready to fight or screen, CTG 51.15 sail when ready any de¬ 
stroyers or destroyer types at KERAMA that can be made ready for action 
or screening to report to CTG 51.5 advising readiness condition. Para. 

CTG 51.15 expedite logistics for ships and support craft that can be made 
ready today. 

06 0715 CTF -51 to C0H5THFLT Info CINCPAC. ALL TFC & TGC 5THPLT . 

Summary No. 11 as of 061200. Reports indicate 3rd PhibCorps is advancing 
north against scattered small enemy groups while 24th corps is meeting in¬ 
creasing opposition in the south. In the north sector the 1st MarDiv is 
engaged in the organizatiophnd defense in its ZA with the 7th Marines less 
1 Bn in Corps reserve ordered to move to the vicinity of ISHIKAWH. 6th MarDiv 
advancing to the north to secure the corps objective line CHUDA TA 0511 
KUSHI WAN T A 1007 and RCT 29 patrolling well in advance to the north. 

Air observer reports all roads and trails both sides ICHIKAWI ISTHMUS free 
of enemy troop movements. 1200 report RT from air observer placed 3'ndPhibCorpi 
trooos on line TA 0510 H(-3) to TA 0807 0(plus 2). 1st MarDiv patrols com¬ 
pleted reconnaissance YAB ,7 CHI ISLAND TA 0034. No resistance or installations* 
Ohher patrols blasted 50 caves in division ZA. During night 1 enemy plane 
made signle strafing run on YONTAN airfield. No repo rt of damage re¬ 
ceived. Progress 24th Corps this morning unreoorted. Additional reports of 
5 April indicate that increasing resistance can be expected from that area. 
96th Division reports that afternoon 5th Aoril artillery fire was received 
and a counter attack. An estimated comoany supported by 3 tanks repulsed 
in vicinity KANIKU TA 8277. 1 enemy tank destroyed. Enemy position estimated 
bn strength with numerous machine guns mortars reinforced by artillery was 
developed wouthwest GINOL TA 8278. 77th Div states 5 Japs anned with de¬ 
molition charges killed attempting to infiltrate our oositionZAMAMI SHIMA 
night 5 Aoril. Enemy killed to date KERASA area totals 539. 166 POWs* 

CoraGen 24th Corns assumed command ashore 051 XP03SLKUFBR0 . Reconnaissance 
of TSUGEN IMA CRABHYRAYM.EGO 377 by FMF amphibious reconnaissance bn night 
5-6 April indicates garrison force 75-100 troops with machine guns mortars 
registered on beach. Military government operations satisfactory. As of 
4 April aoproximately 9,000 civilians interned with some 300 injured being 
adequately cared for. No contagious diseases reoorted. Civilians appear 
good health docile cooperative. Food and water sufficient. Undamaged houses 
serve as temporary shelter. 2 camos and 2 G-6 hospitals 0. R-V- installed 
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06 0715 CTF 51 Summary No. 11 (Cont'd) 

permanent location OKINAWA, ERA1IA RETTO civilians our care number 332. 
Adequately cared for locally. Civilian casualties evacuated from other 
islands to ZAMAMI and cared for by G-10 unit. Civilians RSJJEYFMU other 
islands are self-supporting. Para. Night illum i nation and harrassing fires 
provided 3rd Corps by 1 OBB 3 CA-CL 5 DD. 24th Corps by 3 CA-CL 5 DD. liOth 
Army support by 1 OBB 1 DD. General support covering eastern OKIN AWA from 
ARAZAKC to KANAZAKE and eastern islands provided by 1 OBB 1 CA 6 DD. Mine- 
sweeping progress made possible fire support eastern side ISHIKAJYA ISTHMUS. 
Para. Further details relative NEVADA. 1 hit aft frame 101 port side main 
deck demolished 2Qmra mount. 2nd hit penetrated frame 73 starboard 3 feet 
above 2nd deck. Pierced 5 WT bulkheads exploding frame 73 port side 2nd 
deck crews compartment. Degaussing coil damaged. 3rd hit mast between 3rd 
and 4th turrets starboard. Struck deck port side frame 108 4 feet from side 
of ship and roccocheted clear. After SG radar damaged. Ammunition hoist 
out. 2 KIA 10NUIA . Ship otherwise operational. THORNTON badly damgged in 
collision vdth ASHTABULA 24-24 N 128-58 W. MUNSEE STOCKTON, GILLESPIE 
standing by. ASHTABULA damage not serious, LST 554 damaged during storm 
previously reported. Extent not known. LCI 1059 damaged above waterline 
night 4-5 April as result leon dragging down on her. LST 781 severe struc¬ 
tural damage. Starboard shaft inoperative. No other details. Torpedo fired 
at HUMAN 7,28 passed close under stern. HYMAN made attack 3 miles west point 
B0L0. Local ASP vectored and hunter killer commenced. CASSIN YOUNG in RP 
station reported 3 bombs drooped nearby 0303. No damage. NESHANIC departed. 
Today for rear areas 10 APA 2 AKA 2 DD and 4 DE. WAKE ISLAND departed 0800 
for GUAM. Para. Search flights made by PBMs KERAMA base. ASP flown during 
daylight by TBMs from CVEs inner sectors by PBMs from KERAMA outer sectors. 
During night all sectors flown by PBM. This morning an additional TBM from 
CVEs flew ASP over inner transport area. Direct air support furnished by 
CVEs and fast carriers. V0C 1 in WAKE ISLAND exchanged with VC 87 in MARCUS 
ISLAND. V0C 1 remains OKINAWA.— lHIMiHWil VC 87 returns GUAM. Eheny air 
attacks by about 35 planes occurred intermittently during latter part of 
night 5-6 April. Planes approached from N and NE. Enemy destroyed by gun¬ 
fire: 1 by ZELLARS 0129. 1 by LCS 110 at 0310. MACOMB 1 at 0455. CHASE 1 
at 0430. 2 by unknown ships at 0628. 1 by STARLING at 0559. 0603 CASSIN YOUNG 
reports bandit exploded off port bow. 0826 ST LOUIS reported being under 
attack 10 miles north BOLO. No other details. Enemy destroyed by VF: 1 
by RUDYERD BAY FM at 0755. Own damage none reported. Dumbo PBM rescued 2 
crewmen from 10RKTGVN TBM close to southern ISHIGAKE 1800 5 April. 2 other 
crew members reported lost in crash. DD sprayed propaganda leaflets dropped 
photographic flights made. 


06 2337 CTF 58 to ATFC5THFLT Info CINQ:'AC ADV. CIM5THFLT . 

ESSEX search plane 1st report. 1 battleship 2 light cruisers 10 destroyers 
30-44 N 129-10 E on course 300 speed 12 at 070825 I(-9). 


07 0130 PLANS 160 FLIGHT 464 to COITAIR/ING 1. OBTC FLIGHT 462 . 



This is my 1st report 1 battleship 1 cruiser heavy 9 destroyers north 31-UO 
Lat east 128-55 Long course 000 speed 17 knots 7E and 60V track. 
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0? 0304 CTF 58 to CQ75THFLT Info ALL TFC 5THFLT. CINCPAC ADV. CQL1SUBPAC. CTG 51.1. 


At 071015 launched 3S0 plane strike against enemy surface force in Lat 
31—00 N Long 129-00 E course 200 soeed 17 knots. Launching position Lat 
27-00 N Long 129-45 E. Am maintaining target CAP over OKINAWA. No enemy 
attacks on this force today - yet. Request area be thoroughly swept by 
Dumbos and submarines for downed pilots. 

07 0755 CTF 51 to CCM5THFLT Info CINCPAC BOTH. ALL TFC & TGC 5THFLT . 

Summary No. 13 071200. During the oast 24 hours we have been hit badly by 
enemy aircraft but thanks to our great support from TF 58 and TG 52.1 we 
can sustain our losses and if this is the best the enemy can throw against 
us then we can move further forward. Para. Ground force action during 
the night was marked by a lack of enemy activity to the north in the ZA of 
the 3rdPhibCorps while in the south the 24th Corps reported receiving in- 
termitten^artillery mortar and machine gun fire and some infiltration at¬ 
tempted. Both Corps resumed the attack this morning. In the 3rd FhibCorps 
the 6 th MarDiv was advancing to the north with the objective of securing 
the line TA 0716 to TA 1313* On securing this objective the advance was 
to continue to the line TA 07IB to TA 0919* The 1st MarDiv continued mopping 
up in their ZA. Elements of the 6 th MarDiv gawihiiBHigrimi x m were landed on NAG0 
beaches at 0800 with the mission of reconnoitering M0T0BU PENINSULA. 

Other elements 6 th Marines reconnoitering inshore side of IKE BANARE TAKA 
BAN ARE and HEIANZA BANARE yesterday and reported no enemy activity. Noon 
reports show the 6 th MarDiv on the line TA 0919H TA 0716B TA 1312H. The 
24th Corps confronted by exceedingly rough cliff like terrain with enemy 
defenses consisting of blockhouses pillboxes extensive trench system double 
apron barbed wire. These defenses appear to be of long standing rather than 
of new construction. 96 th Div reported that it is possible entire 62nd 
Jap division is disposed across their front. 1st MarDiv reports the capture 
of a large coastal gun in TA 9498. 6 th MarDiv captured a suicide boat armed 
with 300 pound rocket mounted in bow. Para. Fire support missions during 
night were furnished 3rd Corps by 2 CAs and 2 DDs. 24th Corps by 2 0BB 
2 CA 5 DD. General support eastern bombardment group by 1 0BB 1 CA 6 DD. 

TF 54 covering force consisted of 6 0BB 2 CA 4 CL and 15 DD. Ammunition 
situation is good in FS ships but loss of 2 ammunition vessels LOGAN VICTORY 
and HOBBS VICTORY due enemy action limits the reserve on hand. 3 more ships 
in addition my special report namely IDGAN VICTORY, HOBBS VICTORY, LST 347 
are probably a total loss. 2 additional ships the WESSON and BENNETT dam¬ 
aged through air action this morning. INDIANAPOUS 8 APAs and 1 AKA 1 DM 
battle damaged 2 DDs 1 of which battle damaged 2 APDs departed for GUAM 
0900. Para. The area was again under air attack during morning 7 April 0325 
to 1015. Bombs were drowned in transport area by about 6 planes. Total of 
about 20 enemy planes approached in small groups of which 12 were shot dow n. 

6 by fighters and 6 by shi is crediting BENNETT GENDRSAU ..'ICKES LUCE JEFFER 
IDAHO with 1 each. Suiciders hit V/ESSON and BENNETT. Direct air support 
of ground forces was flown by CVEs planes only today. Search flints 
were made by PBMs KERAMA base. TF 58 conducted search for Jap fleet with 
ESSEX plane reporting contact 50 miles west of YAKU SHE LA. Routine ASP 
was flown by PBMs. The search for midget sub south of MOTOBU reported neg¬ 
ative. Special searches by Dumbo PBMs were made for survivors of ships 
sunk during night 6 to 7 April and for an aviator reported downed 25 miles 
bearing 076 from ZAMPA but results were negative. Add to list of ships co2-.- 
shooting down planes during 7 April air attack: 1 each by GRIFFIN HEFENSE 
GLADIATOR Y'S 311 . These planes previously listed under those shot down by 
unknown ships and do not raise total shot down. GRIFFIN reports 2 bomb misses 
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07 0925 CTF 51 to C0H5THPLT Info CINC?AG . 


n 




I MAI BE CRAZY BUT I THINK THE JAPS HAVE QUIT THE WAR AT LEAST FOR THE 
TIME BEING. 

07 1214 CINCPAC ADV HQ. to CINCSWPA Info C0M5THFLT.C0I.LAAFS17PA.ADV ECH GHQ SWPA. 
CO:TAIR V/ING QMS. CCEJ7THFLT. COIAIR7THFLT . 


Refer your CX 13177 timed 291207 not to all. Seaplane facilities not yet 
fully established at OKINAWA. Planned searches are shown on appendixes 2, 

2A and 2B of ComFair.Ting 1 OpPlan 2-45 copies of which are held by Com7thFlt. 
Additional copy airmailed to you yesterday. Searches currently flown have 
south limit bearing 280 fran KERAMA RETTO. Request youflfeearch sectors 5 thru 
10 be continued as now flovm for the present except radius should be reduced 
to 65 O miles. ComFairWing l’s searches vdll remain clear of these sectors. 


O 

o 


07 1204 CTF 57 to CQ'5THFLT Info CINCPAC BOTH. CINCBPF. CTF 112 . 

6 April. Bombed and strafed airfields ISHIGAKI and MYAKO. Found previous 
craters MYAKO filled in. Splashed 1 Francis. Fleet detected 0850 by snooper 
and attacked 1700 by about 4 suiciders. Heavy airborne jamming on FD fre¬ 
quencies t receded attack. Fighters splashed 1 Judy 1 Zeke. Fighters and 
shins guns KAHUF 1. 1 suicider near missed ILLUSTRIOUS crashed in sea after 
wing tip hit island. No damage. No casualties. 7th Anril ISHIGAKI runways 
bombed. At MYAKO asraHajiru about 20 aircraft seen at HIRARA some believed 
damaged. Lew/ cloud prevented decisive strafing. Destroyed 3 on ground. All 
MYAKO runways heavily bombed BI and believed unserviceable. Own losses 2 
by flak 1 ditched pilot recovered. Heavy cloud over islands both days. Ef¬ 
forts to contact KINGFISHER in area SPINDLE failed both days. No trace 
pilot CTG 58.4 referenced in 051228. Total enemy losses airborne 5. 3 de¬ 
stroyed on ground. Ov/n losses in combat 2. Other causes 12 aircraft. TF 57 
withdrawing to replenish in area COOTIE on 8 and 9 April. Expect reach 
combat area dawn 10 April. Strike 10-11 April. The Nips do not seem to be 
trying very hard dam our end. 


07 0646 

O 


CINCPOA ADV HQ. to C0MG3NF0A Info CINCPOA PEARL. 

7/hile active operations are in progress visits or temporary duty to RYUKYUS 
vail be restricted to those considered necessary to facilitate those opera¬ 
tions. Your 010052 is disapproved for the present. Should you find it de¬ 
sirable to do so request may be renewed in early May and vdll be given fur¬ 
ther consideration. 


07 0825 CINCPOA ADV HQ. to CINC5V/PA Info C0H7THFLT. COMAIRPAC. C0MAIR7THFLT . 


Request ComAir7thFlt be authorized communicate direct with ComAirPac con¬ 
cerning exchange of naval patrol squadrons your 060845. 


07 1830 CTF 51 to C0H5THFLT Info CINCPAC BOTH. ALL TFC & TGC 5THFLT . 

Summary No. 14 as of 071800. 10th Army made substantial gains in opera¬ 
tions today. 24th Army Corps drove south against stubborn resistance over 
broken terrain containing numerous pillboxes and blockhouses. 7th Div pene- 
v trating eneny defenses reached a point on its left flank to within 400 

yards of OUKI TA 8574. Slight gains were made on the right flank of the 
7th Div. The 96 th Div advanced along its entire front and captured 
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07 1330 CTF 51 SUMMARY NO. Ik - CONTINUED . 

UCHITCMARI TA 8073 and DONIKU TA 32766. Divisional artillery is now rein¬ 
forced by 24th Corps and Marine artillery. 24th Coras front now stands at: 

TA 79780 8276K S475D 8575U 8675C. 3rd PhibCorps moving north met only 
minor resistance reported its lines from NAC-0 TA 0816 extended diagonally 
SE towards IGARA YVJMA TA 13130 with strong patrols as far north as NAKOSHI 
TA 1221K and to the west near the river between the towns of USNA TA 0417B 
and YAHU TA 0418G. Cumulative ground force casualties to 062400 are: 3rd 
FhibCorps non divisional units 10 KIA 13 WIA 2 MIA. Total battle 24 NBC10. 
1st MarDiv 40 KIA 139 VIA 0 MIA. Total battle 179 NBC 14-2. 6th MarDiv 
54 KIA 172 VJTA 0 MIA. Total battle 226 I'JBC 114* 24th Corps non divisional 
units: 0 KIA 2 VIA 4 MIA. Total battle 6 NBC 84. 77th Div 49 KIA 173 -VIA 
0 MIA. Total battle 222 NBC 48. 7th Div 44 KIA 243 WIA 5 MIA. Total battle 
297 NBC 98. 96 th Div 85 KIA 474 WIA 9 MIA. Total battle 268 NBC 106. Grand 
total battle 1523 NBC 602. Para. Fire support was orovided the 3rd Fhib 
Corps by 2 OBB 3 CA-CL 5 DD and the 24th Corps by 2 OBB 2 CA 5 DD. Support 
for 51.19 on eastern side of island was provided by 1 OBB 4 CA-CL 8 DD. 

These ships also engaged in general support missions to both corps from 
that side of the island. Ammunition situation is excellent. Some damage and 
casualties were caused by our own AA fire during air attack yesterday. The 
AUDRAIN was hit by AA on bridge structure with 6 VIA. MENARD reported she 
had casualties. PCS 1390 control gear out and 1 KIA 5 WIA. BUTTE 1 WIA. BAR.- 
NETT had forward rigging severed and boom shot away 5 WIA. COMFORT at 0400 
felt heavy explosion throwing out all engine room pumps. Believed depth 
charge or torpedo close aboard. Otherwise no damage. 1 mine destroyed by 
STERRET 342 degrees 12 miles from 30U0. 16 mines sweet off eastern island 
8 floating destroyed 6 April. Para. Small craft made amny rescues from darar- 
aged shies. LCS 63 picked up 70 to 80 BUSH survivors including commanding 
officer. LCS 37 recovered 7 bodies and 2 survivors from BUSH. PURDY res¬ 
cued 80 from MULL ANY. PCE 855 has 17 survivors from BUSH. Para. YONTAN 
airfield received its 1st land based fighters this afternoon when 82 Marine 
F4Us and 7 F6FNs of VHF 224 311 441 UR 2N arrived. Routine search flights 
and ASP were flown. 2 enemy planes entered the general area this afternoon. 
YORKTO'TN CAP destroyed 1 July at 1547 and GREGORY shot down the other at 
1745. 2 ESSEX fighters ha.d mid-air collisions. Both planes crash landed. 

1 oilot killed. 1 rescued by GREGORY. A MARCUS ISLAND FM crash landed south 
of KA DEN A Field 1230. Pilot survived. 2 Dumbos covered the TF58 strike 
and a search olane rescued 1 pilot of TF 58 near KYUSHU* SAGINAW BAY fighter 
while escorting ohoto plane saw 2 Vais and splashed 1 Val in suicide dive 
28 March and 1 To jo on 2 April both at BERAMA and not previously reported. 
Para. Unloading over the beaches Progressing well due to better weather. 
Overcast, wind NE 12 to 14 knots. Temperature average 71 degrees. Slight 
sea and well. Visibility 8 to 10 miles. Surf 3 to 4 feet. 
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07 2051 JCS to CINC/AC/CIIICPCA IBMg CriCAFR'II-CINCSnPA Info C0H7THFLT . 

1. Shortage of shipping has immobilized large quantities of supplies and 
considerable numbers of service troops necessary for the care and handling 
of these supplies both in the South Pacific and in rear areas of the South¬ 
west Pacific. Expeditious movement forward of these resources is required 
in order that we may continue to apply full weight of our means against 
the enemy and to permit timely preparation of the PHILIPPINES and other 
forward positions as bases for the forces required for decisive operations. 
Every available means must be exoloited to this end. 2. I APPERHA sub¬ 
stantial numbers of assault ships and craft could be made available during 
the next several months to assist in the movement outlined above. 3* Ad¬ 
dressees will carefully examine their requirements for assault shipping in 
the light of current operational directives to the end that such as can be 
spared without prejudice to current and projected operations will be made 
available to assist in redeploying troons across the Pacific and in moving 
forward troops and supplies from the South Pacific and the rear areas of 
the Southwest Pacific. 4. Report what can be done. 

08 0340 C0U5THFLT to CTF 51. 58. CTO 50.9 Info 5TIIFLT. CINCPAC BOTH H;. C0I.1SERVPAC . 

General policy regarding return of damaged ships to rear areas. Shies with 
minor damage which are fully or nearly fully operational and whose con¬ 
tinued services in objective area are desirable shall be temporarily re¬ 
paired by ships force or local repair facilities afloat and retained. 

Ships with minor damage which can be spared from combat area and ships with 
major damage shall receive only voyage repairs in combat area and be re¬ 
turned to rear area as promptly as practicable. Large ships which require 
docking and ships requiring Navy yard availability shall be routed to GUM. 
Latter ships for voyage repairs and onward routing. Larger ships not re¬ 
quiring docking and all ships not requiring navy yard reoairs shall be 
routed ULITHI. ComSeRon 10 may divert these to GUM or SAIPAN depending upon 
relative availability of facilities. 

08 0846 CINCPAC ADV HQ to C0M5THFLT Info CINCPAC PEARL.CTF 51.58.COMJIIRPAC.AIRPACSUB . 

Please be assured that Cincpac and CamAirPac are making the most effective 
allocation of escort carriers to meet conflicting requirements. The general 
proposal of your 080325 and previous messages on the same subject namely to 
increase your allocations at the expense of others is not feasible and 
would defeat your own purposes in a short time. I will be pleased to re¬ 
ceive frcm you recommendations for redistribution of CVEs new under your 
command so as to best serve your needs. 

08 0755 CTF 51 to C0M5THFLT Info CINCPAC BOTH HQ. ALL TFC & TGC 5THFLT. 


Summary No. 15 as of 081200. 10th Army continued the assault this morning 
with the 3rdPhibCorps making rapid advances to the north in the ZA of the 
6th MarDiv and by 1000 had established a line generally across the neck of 
M0TCBU PENINSULA from TA 0617F to TA 0717J along the road to TA 11210 with 
oatrols working to the objective line TA 9720M 0224C 0626S 0825B. By 1200 
these elements had reached TA 0421C GOGUSUKU TA 0922 and MAJIYA TA 1322. 
This division encountered sane mines and undefended road blocks in their 
ZA. The 1st MarDiv is engaged in patrolling their area sealing caves and 
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OS 0755 CTF51 Summary No. 15 - Continued . 

improving roads. In the area of the 24th Corps both the 7th and 96th Divs 
received considerable enemy artillery fire during the night and numerous 
attempts at infiltration of our lines were made. The attack this morning 
was against stubborn resistance. Enemy defenses are reported as skillfully 
emplaced with approaches covered by anti-tank guns and heavy caliber weapons* 
Numerous anti-tank ditches and minefields were encountered. 47th Div tanks 
were knocked out yesterday by 500 pound bombs buried in minefields. By noon 
only slight advance had been made along the corps front with front lines 
substantially the same as reported last night, intelligence reports indi¬ 
cate that main Jap artillery positions are in the vicinity of SHURI TA 7872 
that 96th Div is now passing through the 1st enemy defensive position. 

CA tactical air force AYNATH Army established ashore 071000. 3 squadrons 
day fighters and 1 squadron night fighter MG 31 2nd MAW are operating 
from YONTAN airfield have 90 F4U and 100VY F6FN* Reconnaissance of eastern 
islands was completed by FMF reconnaissance Bn. No Jap garrisons except 
TSUGEN lightly held and KUTEPA no details. There is no ground action reported 
in KERA1IA HETTO. KIESE SHIMA was subjected to heavy caliber enemy artillery 
fire at 071905 on the area of the 420 FA group resulting in damage to 1 gun 
and 1 '.VIA. Very low altitude reconnaissance of IE SHIMA revealed enemy nmtirinm 
installations all unoccupied. No AA fire was received or other enemy 
activity noted. Para. TG 5BA0 .3 0R5DERUX arrive 9th vail land all but 1 RCT 
on western beaches and use 1 RCT to capture eastern islands. Para. Gunfire 
suoport was provided 3rd Corps by 1 0BB 1 CA TAPE DD. 24th Corps by 2 0BB 
1 CA 3 DD. General support by 1 03B 1 CA 6 DD which also covered reconnais¬ 
sance on the eastern islands and provided harrassing fire in 24th Corns 
and Array zones on south OKINAWA. TT LOKQS in NAHA area silenced guns which 
had shelled artillery position on KIESE SHIM A. All fire support DDs west 
side of island were relieved 00R last night by DMS-DM from TG 52.2 so as 
to provide large screen for TDOX 5 SI1AIR in etfent of surface action. 

These DDs returned to FS duty this morning. MARYLAND now reports hit during 
air action 6 April by bomb on No 3 turret top badly dished turret but no 
penetration seme damage to supports sprinkling and air line systems and 
radar antennae WIA 15 MIA 6 KIA not identified. HARDING received near miss 
1830 6 April. Minor damage aLl repaired. No casualties. YMS 3H likewise hit 
on 6 April by suicide plane with 3 inch gun demolished ESMAH HOXES deck. 

Minor topside damage. No report of casualties. About 1700 7 April while in 
the SW part of NAGAGUSUKU WAN YMS 427 was hit by CD gun with 3 KIA 1 WIA. 
WICHITA silenced Nip battery. YMS remains operational. PGM 18 mine disposal 
vessel and YMS 103 struck mines in NAGAGUSUKU 7> T AN at about 0700 sinking 
quickly. No report on survivors. WICKES sank horned mine in RP60700 7 April. 
BOWERS destroyed 6 horned mines at 245 degrees IG T 7 miles from BOLO. Sweep¬ 
ing of CHIMU WAN completed with negative results. Sweeping of NAGAGUSUKU 
completed except small area which is now in process of completion. 12 drifter; 
were sunk. At 0200 an LCM sighted sub 5 miles north of BOLO. CUMMINGS and 
GSNDREAU engaged hunter-killer but failed to establish contact. Search dis¬ 
continued at 0615. U torpedo was fired at STARLING at station A29 which 
bears 257 degrees 25 miles from BOLO. ?3LLS and FIE3ERLING conducting 
hunter-killer. Following ships departed OKINAWA 0900 for LEYTE: 1 LCFF 18 
1ST 1 DE 2 PC 2 PCS 1 SC. Para. Air suoport missions were flown by CVEs and 
fast carriers. A special strike by CVE planes was made on MIYAK0 and ISHUAICu 
No reports received. Routine search flights ancjASP were flown by PBMs from 
KERAMA HETTO base. We were subjected to hostile air attack from 2030 to 2400 
night 7 April 4 planes approached from the SW of which 1 was shot down by 
gunfire over KERAMA the others suspected of landing at NAHA . At 0610 to 
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OS 0755 OTF 51 Summary No, 15 - CONTINUED . 

0623 • 2 planes approached from the S!f over LESAHA. Both were shot dovm 1 
by gunfire 1 by MAfdN ISLAND fighter. Air support of the 24th Corps has 
been turned over to landing force air support control unit as of 1200, 1 
F4U from BRETON on ferry flight to YONTAN field shot down 1 Betty during 
afternoon 7 April, Our plane losses for the period are: 1 LUNGA POINT TBM 
shot dovm over enemy terrain at 0853. 1 FANSHAV/ BAY THAI on propaganda leaf¬ 
let mission was hit by AA. This plane landed YONTAN Field, Pilot uninjured 
but gunner WIA. 2 survivors sighted in NAGAGUSUKU WAN 1155. COLORADO 0S2U 
Dumbo dispatched to THELKTRIDD . 3 Dumbp PBMs from KSRAMA base are operating 
with TF 58 and 1 with TG 52.1. 2 more searching for missing ESSEX pilots. 

Enemy planes which strafed YONTAN Field during night 6 April destroyed pre¬ 
viously captured transport planes of NAT service arrived from GUAM this 
morning. 2 R5Ds returned to GUAM shortly after. 

08 1325 CTF 51 to C0M5THFLT Info CIKCPAC BOTH HQ. ALL TFC fc TGC 5THFLT . 

Summary No. 16 as of 081800. Action of the ground troops is characterized 
by open warfare tactics in the ZA of the 3rd PhibCorps while in the south 
the fight is settled dovm to assault of strong defensive positions in 
depth. 6th MarDiv continued its progress up the MOTOBU PENINSULA and by 
night had reached a general line from TA 0218 J to TA 0421 C to GAGUSUKU 
TA 0922. The 24th Corps is meeting continuing stiff resistance as the drive 
proceeds south. The right of the 96 th Div is within 2500 yards of MACHINATO 
airfield. 7th Div on the left is within 1500 yards of the uncompleted 
YONABARU airfield with patrols reported near the airfield. Gains are being 
made only after difficult fighting with heavy fire of all calibers and 
weapons falling along its front. At 1800 the Corps right remains substantial¬ 
ly the same as last reported showing gains of about 200 yards in the ZA 
96th division to average of 400 yards ZA of the 7th Div. Corns front line 
generally along the line TA 8674H 8575 P 8375 P 8176 M 8077 K 7978 MISE. 

Naval gunfire observers and air liaison parties have located many new tar¬ 
gets which have been subjected to bombardment. Several reports described 
a tomedo launching battery or a midget submarine base in TA 8469 M, This 
target has been taken under fire by aerial bombardment with results re¬ 
ported as good. 24th Corps reported 4 rounds from large caliber weapon 
fell in their area last night detonating with terrific concussion and making 
craters 30 to 40 feet in diameter. Believed possibly 500 Kg bomb or rocket. 
Map found on the body of a dead Jap pilot indicates the staging point for 
enemy planes as northern KYUSHU and possibly KANOYA. Casualty reports as 
of 072400 follow: 3rd PhibCorps non-divisional units: 10 KIA 13 WIA 2 MIA, 
Total battle 25 NBC 10. 1st MarDiv 41 KIA 153 WIA 0 MIA. Total battle 194 
NBC 162. 24th Corps non divisional units: 5 KIA 33 WIA 4 MIA. Total battle 
42 NBC 96. 6th MarDiv 53 KIA 182 WIA 0 MIA. Total ba tle 235 NBC 126 . 77th 
InfDiv 58 KIA 338 WIA 5 MIA. Total battle 401 NBC 149. 96th InfDiv 35 KIA 
474 WIA 9 MIA. Total battle 568 NBC 106. Grand total battle 1690 NBC 697. 
Para. Fire support missions throughout day were provided 3rd PhibCorps by 
1 OBB 1 CA 1 CL 3 DD. 24th Corps by 2 03B 2 CA 3 DD. General support to 
TG 51.19 by 1 OBB 1 CA 1 CL 9 DD. CTF 52 in NAHA area by 1 CL 1 DD. 2 DDs 
covered mine sweeps in NW sector. CARLSON hit by AA fire from friendly 
ships evening 6 April. Minor damage. YIPS 92 operating in NAGAGUSUKU WAN 
struck mine."still afloat. No other details. Reconnaissance by UDTs on 
eastern beaches commenced today. Small sub sighted bearing 190 degrees 6 
miles from TSUGEN ISLAND at 1400. ISHSFSVOGD and ASP plane conducted hunter- 
killer but unable to gain contact. GREGORY hit forward by suicider during 
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08 1325 CTF $1 Summary Ho. 16 - CONTINUED . 

air raid this evening. Engine room flooded but under control and proceed¬ 
ing in company with MACOMB to transnort area. GRIFFIN reports considerable 
structural damage received on 6 April while alongside MORRIS fighting fire. 
Para. Air activities for the day consisted of direct air supoort of troops 
by CVEs of TG 52.1 with search flights and ASP patrols. Our plane losses 
were one T3H from CHENANGO hit by AA fire at 1725. Landed on YONTAN field 
with 1 WIA. AT 1250 0S2U from COLORADO and 0S2U from SALT LAKE CITY each 
rescued 1 aviator from LUNGA POINT TBM in NAGAGUSUKU WAN. Dumbo PBM search 
at 1510 for a member of UDT lost on KATAKA ISLAND was negative. Dumbp PBM 
retrieved body of dead pilot near ISHIGAKI at 1425* Dumbo PBM rescued 
BUNKER HILL pilot 30 miles south of KYUSHU at 1755* An air raid took place 
from 1800 to 1900. 2 Nips shot down by fighters 2 by GREGORY before being 
hit by 3rd suicider 1 by an unknown LSI 3 by unknown LCS. Para. During to¬ 
day’s favorable weather unloading generally satisfactory. NX high broken 
slouds this morning changing to low broken clouds this evening. Visibility 
hazy limited to 6 miles. Wing NE changing to SE 8 to 12 knots. Temperature 
average 75 degrees. Surf negligible. Slight swell. 

08 1515 USS QUEENFISH to CQMSUBPAC Info CDICPAC RDV . 

QUEENFISH 6th. Identity of ship established by statement of prisoner with 
no other confirmation. Identification therefore not positive but believe 
prisoners statement is reliable based on his knowledge of itinerary and 
description of ANA MARU. Could not determine if lights and special mark¬ 
ings were lighted at any time. Ship was never sifted in visibility of 
200 yards and sank in 3 minutes postran 32-OON 126-00E. 

09 0126 CDICPAC ADV HC to COMBICH AND CNC . 

QUEENFISH 081515 contains information required by your 071945 (Top Secret). 

03 0321 CONINPAC to CDICPAC GOTH. C0M5THFLT ■ CQHFHIBSPAC.CONPHIBSGRP 1.C0MPHIBSGRP 2. 

ADCOHBIPAC. 


The OKDIAWA operation has Proven the necessity and inestimable value of 
the 2200 ton DM assigned to each sweep unit. Their close in gunfire and 
strong antiaircraft support have been the means of saving many light bat¬ 
tery minesweepers from damage or destruction by enemy bombers suicide planes 
and shore batteries. These DMs manned by personnel familiar with the task 
furnish communication navigation and command assistance as well as provide 
the sweepers with confidence during a hazardous operation. In all future 
operations it is recommended that their numbers be maintained and that the 
above described use of modem DMs under this command be continued subordi¬ 
nating the diversionary demands of other commands to this end. 

08 0256 C0M5THFLT to CTF 57.CTF 51 Info CTG 52.1. CDICPAC ADV HQ . 

TG 52.1 continue neutralization SAKISHBfA 10 April. TF 57 cancel its 
scheduled SAKISHD.IA strike that day. If my 090225 approved by Cincpac 
desire CTF 57 strike SHDJCHIKU and MATSUYAMA airfield FORMOSA 11-12 April 
while TG 52.1 maintains neutralization SAKISHDIA. CTF 57 advise if not 
•within his capabilities. 
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09 0125 CIMCPOA ADV HO to C0I..5THFLT Info CTF 51. CTF 58 . 


As fighter groups become established on shore in sufficient strength and 
in view of the heavy pilot losses inflicted on the enemy it will be ad¬ 
visable to return TGs of TF 5 $ to port for replenishment upkeep and rest 
on a rotating basis in order to ensure readiness to meet future counter 
offensives and to exploit opportunities to destroy remaining enemy fleet 
units. Likevd.se the escort carriers which have borne a heavy load during 
the fighting so far need to be returned to advance bases as soon as shore 
based aircraft can take over. Request your intentions in these matters. 

09 0225 C0:.:5THFLT to CINCMIC ADV Info C0MSU3PAG.CT? 57. CTF 51. CTC- 52.1 . 


UrDis 050227 not needed by info adees. Propose TF 57 strike SHINCHIKU 
and MATSUYAMA Airfields FORMOSA 11-12 April If satisfactory request 
you arrange ScF.TesPac air strikes southern FORMOSA fields same time. TG 
52.1 will maintain neutralization SAKISHIMA GUNTO. CcanSubPac requested 
assign lifeguards to stations 9, 10, and if practicable 11 on strike days. 

09 0255 CIMCPOA ADV to ALPOA Info C0HINCH. CTNC3VPA. 


Recent directives from the Joint Chiefs of Staff issued with the approval 
of the President involve changes in the command organization in the Pacific 
which have been indicated generally in the public press. Included in the 
directives which in their entirety are not needed by the lower echelons of 
command is a provision that the areas under the command of Cincpoa and the 
Army forces allocated to him will remain under his command until passed 
to CINCSWPA by mutual agreement or by direction of the Joint Chiefs of Staff. 
The units concerned will be informed specifically as such agreements are 
reached or directives are received. The existing orders and arrangements 
for unified command within the Pacific Ocean Areas remain in effect until 




changed. 


09 0625 CIITCPOA .ADV to ALPOA. Info gQMINCH.CINCS~.7PA. CO’.VTHFLT,CTF71.CINCBPF.DSPC0M20 

Cincpoa zone notice A-3. Effective 0000 GCT 10 April the area enclosed 
by a circle of 30 miles radius centered at 26-52 N 14.2-10 E is reclassified 
as a blind bombing zone. 

09 0642 CINCPOA ADV to CINCSWBA Info CTFs 57 5&. CCP-5THFLT, CCH7THFLT .C0MAAFS7/PA . 
CPTCIFF. CTG 52.1, 

British carriers will strike SHINCHIKU and MATSUYAMA airfields northern 
FORMOSA 11-12 April. Request Allied Air Force S'/PA strike southern FORMOSA 
fields same time. Escort carriers will maintain neutralisation SAKISHIMA 
Group. 
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09 0235 CTF 51 & CTF 56 to CINCPOA ADV Info 32DPHIBCORPS.24THCCRP5. C0M5THFLT. PEARL. 

Now appears probable 2nd MarDiv not required Phase 1 or 2. Possibility 
exists 77 Div may be needed only to limited extent. With view to relieving 
shipping congenstion and avoiding interference with logistics of base de¬ 
velopment following recommendations made re these 2 divisions: (A) That 
2nd MarDiv be returned SAIPAN at once for discharge personnel and minimum 
galley and housekeeping gear pending decision employment Phase HI.® That 
shipments 2nd MarDiv rear echelon be delayed. (C) That pending determina¬ 
tion employment 77 Div shipments to rear echelon be delayed. 

°9 0745 CTF 51 to C0M5 THFLT Info CINCPAC DTH, ALL TFC & TGC 5THFLT . 

Summary No. 17 as of 091200. Enemy reaction to the occupation of OKINAWA 
is being evidenced by daily and nightly air attacks attempts at surface 
activity by suicide boats and swimmers and an increased resistance to our 
advance to the south. 3rd PhibCorps reported little enemy activity during 
the night* The front of the 6th MarDiv has been reorganized Tilth RCT 29 
assigned to M0T0BU PENINSULA and RCT 4 on the right and HCT 22 on the left 
of the main part of the island to move north. Other 3rd PhibCorps units 
continue to patrol and improve their areas and to reconnoiter east coast 
beaches. At 1000 patrols of the 22nd Marines were reported in the vicinity 
TA 1623 and 9725D. No other reports have been received. 24 th Corps front 
is being subjected to considerable volume of mortar and artillery fire 
which is both constant and effective ceasing only during couhter-battery 
fire. Small arms machine gun fire continues with increased volume. Numerous 
infiltration attempts have been made. Plans for the 24th Coros call for 
the capture of hill masses on both flanks. The 7th Div is to continue with 
its main effort on its right. The 96 th Div is to push its 3&3BD combat team 
to the ridge at TA 8077 QRXT preceded by a 45 minute artillery preparation 
by corps and divisional artillery and scheduled air strikes in the zone 
of the 7th Div and by pre-arranged air strikes and artillery fire in the 
zone of the 96 th Div the corps resumed the attack at 0700. No reports have 
been received as to progress made. 24th Corps now has a total of 20 FA Bns. 
in support. Small boat loaded with Japs armed with dynamite charges attacked 
gravel nit at IV. r ASHI TA 9184. These were repulsed. The amphibian recon¬ 
naissance Bn FMFPac has been relieved from attachment TG 51.19 and is now 
attached to the 77th Div. This 3n was landed on ZAHAMI SHUIA for rest. 

Large caliber projectile reported Previously as possible 500 Kg rocket bomb 
has been identified as 240mra mortar. UDT teams are reconnoitering the east¬ 
ern beaches in the area now under our control. Similar operations were 
carried out yesterday on beaches in TA 0211 0311 0210 0310. All were found 
suitable for landing LSTs. 2 AKAs have discharged cargo through these 
channels using LSMs LCTs in support of the 6th MarDiv advance. Further 
work is continuing on the NAG0 beaches. At 090300 island commander 331 AP0 
Hq at TA $290A began the progressive assumption of logistic and admini¬ 
strative functions. Effective this time Island Commander assumes 10th 
Army responsibility for all shore party operations with the exception of 
those at the beaches north of TA 8698 M. These latter remain under control 
of 3rd PhibCor s. There are nor; 30,000 Okinawan civiLians under military 
control. Military government operations are Proceeding satisfactorily. 
Undamaged native houses are being fully utilized. Civilians are being fed 
from local food supplies salvaged by military government and from local 
garden products. Medical cases not many but are taxing present military 
government facilities to capacity. Scene 3rd PhibCorps medical units have 
been loaned to militarv government. A suicide attack on KERAMA RETT0 
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09 0745 CTF 51 Summary No. 17 - CONTINUED. 

resulted in approximately 20 civilians deaths 60 wounded suffered from 
throat wounds. Para. Gunfire supoort was furnished during the night in 
the 3rd PhibCoras by 1 CA 3 DDs. 1 OBB 1 CA 5 DD to 24th Corps. 3 OBB 2 

CA 1 CL 8 DD provided support to 7th Div from the east and covered UDTs 

and reconnaissance parties. 1 OBB 1 DD served in NAHA area. Correction to 
summary 15 as of 081200 which states IMS 103 sunk. YMS 103 has been beached 

and may be salvageable. IMS nna* 103 now reports 4 KIA 12 VJIA* PGM 18 re¬ 

ported yesterday as hit by mine shows 46 survivors and 15 WIA. Allof 
area D1 as shown on MS chart No. 2 has been swept. Area FI L8 and area east 
of Cl have been completed. Sweeping in 01 continues negative results. The 
sighting of a SFM reported yesterday by LCM 5 miles north of B0L0 is evalu¬ 
ated doubtful. LCI 465 at KERAMA shot 1 swimmer at 0310 7 April. COHORT 
departs at 1645 for GUAM. Para. CVEs of TG 52.1 continue to furnish direct 
air support to troops. Attacks were made on possible radar station on 
north tip of OKINAWA at 0925* Attacks were also made on suspected torpedo 
station at south end of NAGAGUSUKU WAN at 0840. A TBM at 1108 destroyed 1 
boat and attacked underground boat house north coast of MOTOBU PENINSULA. 

A TBM fired 2 landing craft on the southern tip of OKINAWA At 1125. Search 
flights and ASP were flam in all sectors by PBMs from KERAMA. Our plane 
losses include 1 FM from SHAMROCK BAY colliding with unknown plane over 
enemy territory at 0720. Descending parachutes viere fired upon by Japs. 
Survivors doubtful. 1 0S2U from TUSCALOOSA crashed behind enemy lines at 
0830. Special searches were conducted by 1 Dumbo PBM in YORAN SHIMA area 
for reported life rafts. Result was negative. 2 Dumbo PBMs are working with 
TF 58. 1 Dumbo PBM is on station SAKISHIMA GUTJTO, Transport planes are 

now on a daily schedule from YONTAN field. There has been no air attack 
this area since last report. 

09 1240 CTF 51 to C0M5THFLT Info CINCP AC BOTH. .ALL TFC & TGC 5THFLT . 

Summary No. 18 as of 091800. 3rd FhibCoros by continued rapid advance has 
now secured approximately 1/2 of the MOTOBU PENINSULA. The 29th Marines 
in this area hold the line TA 9720X 0224U 0425Q 0525KC O 625 M 0725FR J 
0825 B with unreported patrols operating well to the northern tip of the 
peninsula. No further reports have been received from the 24th and 22nd 
Marines operating in the north. On the zone of the 24th Corps only small 
local gains were made against Jap highly organized positions. Present front 
lines remain virtually unchanged. 10th .Army reports the line as : TA 8674B 
8575N 8475 HNG 8476 U 8376 TNIHGF 8276s 8176 TUHB 9076E 8077XRLGA 7978 YSN. 
27th Div less 1 RCT which is to land on the eastern islands tomorrow began 
landing over HAUSHI beaches today and was assigned to 24th Corps as of 1200 
Para. General fire supoort ships thoroughly covered southern 0KINA7A today. 
Various enemy installations barracks emplacements and caves were reported 
destroyed. MINNEAPOLIS destroyed gun emplacement in TA 7196V/ destroyed 
numerous small boats in TA 7360. Z ELL ARE damaged coast defense gun in TA 
7739 and rocket emplacement in TA 7976 STY. IDAHO damaged numerous small 
boats in NAHA HARBOR and automatic weapons guns in TA 7169L. Throughout 
the day 1 CA and 3 DD provided close support missions for the 3rd FhibCorps 
1 OBB 2 CA 7 DD for the 24th Corps. General support missions were fired by 
3 0B3 3 CA 2 CL 9 DD. Report at 1730 from PENSACOLA operating off eastern 
beaches was that HOPPING had been fired uoon and hit by shore battery 
which PENSACOLA took under fire. No other details. SAGS in station A32 
reported sonar contact about 1500. GARLAND and G'VLDREAU are assisting. 
Following ships departed 9 April for SAIPAN: 1 LCFF 29 LSTs 1 DS 2 All 
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09 1240 CTF 51 Summary I!o, 18 - gOLTLHJED . 

1 PCE 2 PC 1 YMS 8 APA 9 AKA 1 DD 3 APD. 3.3IONS sunk on night 6 Aoril now 
reports casualties as 22 KIA 71 WIA 39 MIA. Para. 96 VF and 15 VETO of MAG 
33 from GVEs HOLLANDIA and '•'HITE arrived K ADEN A airfield this afternoon. 

CVEs furnished direct air support to troops and davm strike against SAKI¬ 
SHIN A "SAKISHIMA GUNTO". Routine search flights and ASP were flown by 
PBMs. 2 SHAMROCK BAY TBMs were hit by AA at 1715 with slight damage. 1 
plane landed YONTAN field 1 ’.VIA. The other plane proceeded to its carrier. 
All Dumbo missions for the day were negative. Observation and strafing mis¬ 
sions were flovm this afternoon on IE SHIMA KUME'SHEIA KUTAKA SHIM HAMANIKI 
SHIMA. Under air attack tonight commencing 1840. About 10 planes approached 
from north in 3 raids. STERRETT shot down 4 Vais then was hit by suicider. 
Propulsion lost. Tug enroute. WICKES missed by torpedo fired from Nell. 
ENTERPRISE night fighter shot dam 1 plane. PICKING shot down 1 plane. 1 
plane attacked TF 54 without results. Para. There is marked improvement in 
beach road net and well regulated dumps established inland. Unloading has 
been favored by good weather. Weather high broken clouds this morning be¬ 
coming high scattered this Afternoon with.low rain clouds at night. Visi¬ 
bility 8 to ID miles. Temperature average 74 degrees. Wing SE to S 15 
to 22 knots. Smooth sea. Surf western beaches low eastern beaches 5 to 7 
feet. 

09 1617 NAGARTHUR to ALLIED A? Info GIKCPOA. AM? (TOLCSA),CTF73,CO?f7THFLT.ADVON GHQ . 

CX 13788. Refer Cincpoa Adv Hq 090642 GCT which states British carriers 
will strike SHINCHIKU and MATSUYAMA airfields northern FORMOSA 11 and 12 
April. Para. Desire Allied Air Forces conduct heavy strikes southern 
FORMOSA airfields on 11 and 12 April. 

09 2358 CTG 50.8 to C0M5ER0N 10 Info C0K5THFLT.PD ULITHI.GPIGPAG BOTH HQ . 

Your 090633. You have again returned a shuttle unit to me with only 2 es¬ 
corts under my operational control. When this unit sailed you had 12 of 
ny escorts in port 8 of which had been there at least 3 days. Your con¬ 
tinued failure to send escorts back to me at same rate they are being re¬ 
turned to ULITHI is handicapping my operations and jeopardizing the safety 
of the oiler groups at sea. Sail 5 of my escorts with next shuttle unit 
leaving ULITHI and at least 3 with each succeeding unit. 

10 0048 Cr T g°0A .ADV HO to CINCPOA PEARL Info GG AAFP0AADH. CG AAFP0A,COMGBNPOA, 

ComGenAAFPOA 060535 and Cincuoa Pearl 072145. In order to avoid excess 
dispatch traffic at cross purposes desire that major questions concerning 
future operations target dates for deployment of forces on positions yet 
to be captured and overall concept of air base development in the combat 
area be not referred to commanders engaged in combat exceot by these head¬ 
quarters. 

10 0128 C0M5THFLT to C'NCPAC ADV Info ADCOUINPAC. GOMAIRPAG.COMF. .DAREA. GTF58. COMINPAC . 

Your 090816, Mo carrier mining strikes currently planned. Recommend re¬ 
lease of mines to VLR program. Advance notice of future mining plans will 
be given. 
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10 0146 CINCPOA :LARL to CINCPOA ADV . 

Recommend following dispatch be sent CNO info Com7thFlt,CINCSi/PA and Cora- 
WesSeaFron "Ur 281526 of Feb and Com7thFlt 310522 of March. No reduction 
in requirements facilities for LEYTE-SAMAR possible at this time. Desire 
supply and hospital facilities be completed as soon as possible consistent 
with ability LEYTE-SAIAR to receive materials. In view ComServRon 10 trans¬ 
fer of floating repair facilities to LEYTE-SAMAR delay in completion of 
shore based ship repair facilities acceptable. Diversions rail be recom¬ 
mended to CNO or made in forward areas if later developments dictite". 

10 1145 GOILIAF SV'JPA to COIAF 5 Info CINCSVJPA. CINCPOA ADV . 

AX 74502. In support of British carrier strikes on SHINCHIKU and MATSUYAMA 
airfields northern FORMOSA on 11 and 12 April you will conduct heavy strikes 
on southern FORMOSA airfields on same dates 11 and 12 April. Simultaneously 
escorting carriers of TG 52.1 will maintain neutralization of SAKISHIMA 
GUNT0. Acknowledge. 

10 0705 CTF 51 to CCM5THFLT Info CINCPAC BOTH ALL TFC & TGC 5THFLT . 

Summary No. 19 as of 101200. In yesterday’s fighting in the 3rdPhibCorps 
area RCT 29 of the 6th MarDiv advancing up M0T0BU PENINSULA was subjected 
to enemy counter-attack on its left flank at 1730 with enemy being repulsed 
after severe '.7BTFLUS fitting. Another counter attack on the 29th Right 
flank at, 1815 was repulsed after an hour of close combat. During the night 
there were attempted infiltrations on right and center of 29th Marines with 
center receiving sporadic mortar and machine gun fire. Several small in¬ 
filtration attempts were made in the area of 7th Marines on ISHIKAWA ISTHMUS. 
All other areas quiet. 1100 dispatch indicates elements 29th Marines PN TA 
0929PQRSY and TA 1028AFK. No reports on location main body. Further re¬ 
ports of yesterday's fighting in the 24th Corps zone indicate that 383rd 
RCT of 96th Div had a rough day yesterday suffering severe casualties from 
artillery and several counter attacks after capturing a hill on right flank 
from which they were later driven off. The 7th and 96th Divs jumped off at 
0700 with objective of reducing resistance on both flanks and to gain high 
ground along both coasts. No further renort. 1 RCT of the 27th Div under 
CTG 51*19 moved to eastern island and supported by naval gunfire and air 
landed 1 Bn on south beaches of TSUGEN SHIMA at 0840 to clear it of enemy 
troops and military installations. 96 th Div artilleiy concentrated on bo- 
bile rocket launchers in TA 7973Q and report 6 or 8 damaged or destroyed. 
Para. Reinforcing fires to ground troons were provided 3rdCorps by 1 CA 

3 DD. 24th Corps by 2 CA 1 CO 2 DD. 1 0BB 1 CL 1 DD gave general support 
to targets assigned by 10th Army and maintained illumination and harrassing 
fires along west coast from MACHINAT0 airfield south to minimize small 
boat activity. 2 03B 2 CA 1 CL 9 DD were in support of TG 51.19 maintain¬ 
ing patrols in NAGAGUSUKU "JAN and around eastern islands and provided sup¬ 
port to 7th Div from eastern side. STERR3TT which was hit by suicider eve¬ 
ning 9 April proceeded under own paver KSRAMA escorted by JEFFERS. Pre¬ 
viously unrenorted was ICS 36 hit at same time proceeded under own paver 

to KERAMA. Damage is loss of mast antennae 5 NLA. PORTERFIELD at 0734 
in FS station reports 1 Oscar crashed close aboard. No casualties or damage. 

4 submarine contacts southeast of 0KINA’.JA recorded as follows: MANLEY ivhile 
screening H0LLANDIA and ".HITE PLAINS made sound contact at 0658 9 April 

in 24-53 N 128-49 E. Att aclced with denth charges with negative results. 
BROWN escort with 51.21.19 made good sonar at 24-56N 131-21 S at 1417 on 
9 April. Dromed embarrassing oattem and marker. Made re attack but traces 
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10 0705 GTF 51 Summary 1 T 0 . 19 - CONTINUED . 

poor and no doppler. At I 856 BROWN observed 4 distinct toroedo wakes 
25 to 50 yards aoart and 7000 to 10000 yards at 25-OON 130-i9 E. Searched 
for source of wakes with negative results. Routine channel and transport 
area minesweeps continue. Sweeping is continuin' in areas Q1G1 J2 Jl. 
Casualty report. BUSH as of 9 Aoril lists 14 KIA 13 WIA 73 MIA. Follow¬ 
ing types departed 0900 for GUAM: 4 APA 6 AKA 1 LSV 1 DE 3 APD. Para. The 
mornings air activities included an attack on SAKISHIMA GUNTO by TU 52.1.3 
with results unreported. ASP by PBMs in all sectors with a possible sub¬ 
marine contact 30 miles E of north tip OKINAWA at 1020. Air gambit tactics 
were employed. Routine search flights were made by PBMs from KERAMA and 
direct support was furnished troops by CVSs of TG 52.1 by strike on TSUGSN 
SHIMA in support, of EASTERN ISLAND landings. .After 0330 support flights 
were suspended due to bad weather. Special searches were made by 1 PBM 
Dumbo with TU 52.3.13 at SAKISHIMA GUNTO and 1 PBM Dumbo with TG 53.2. 

If weather improves other Dumbos will make search for missing F4U pilots. 

Our plane losses c nsist of 1 R 53CV of NATS which landed on inoperational 
runway YONTAN ground looped burned with no personnel injured at 0720. 

During early morning 1 F4U of MAG 31 operating from YONTAN was seen to 
crash and explode near CAMBRIA when wing hit water in a turn. No sur¬ 
vivors. During evening of 9 April 6 F4U of MG 31 operating frctn YOOTAN 
became lost. All planes are missing. Pilot of 1 recovered by LCS 57. 

On 8 April SAVO ISLAND and SARGENT BAY were relieved by SHAMROCK BAY and 
MAKASSER STRAIT in TG 52.1. There were no enemy air attacks this morning. 
Leather thick high winds from south shifting to NT/. Heavy surf in reefs 
and beaches. 

10 1159 CINCPAC ADV K to C0HG5NFIIFPAC Info CG3RDN.ARDIV.COP.JDECHF/TF,NARCOR.CINCPOAftRL 

In view favorable tactical situation OKINAWA and your assurance that 3rd 
MrDiv will be ready for active combat by 1 July UrSer 000223 April 6 you 
are authorized to proceed with rotation of personnel 3rd MarDiv as originally 
planned. However plans for replacement of personnel in MarDivs on a scale 
which temporarily affects combat readiness of those units will as a matter 
of routine be submitted to Cincpoa for approval. 

10 1300 CTF 51 to C0N5TKFLT Info CINCPOA 30TH HO. .ALL TFC & TGC 5THFLT . 

Summary No. 20 as of 101800. The 3rd FhibCoros continued its advance to 
the north. 29th Marines made gains averaging 2500 yards for the day. Present 
front line held by RCT 29 extends generally from UNTEl/ TA 092B across MOTOBU 
PENINSULA to the vicinity MANA RIVER TA 9325 with Patrols well in advance. 
Captured subpens and radar jammer at UliTEN but no boats. In the northern 
section of the island oatrols of the 22nd Marines have reached to the vicin¬ 
ity of TA 1925. No information has been received from other elements of the 
6th MarDiv. 24th Corps today consolidated its lines in organized positions 
secured yesterday. Only limited local advances were attempted during the 
day. Lnformation received at 1430 indicated that elements of CT 105 of 
the 77th Div which effected a landing on TSUGEN JIMA this morning was meeting 
with considerable resistance. 10th Army as of 082400 records 5,009 Japs 
killed 222 POL and 43,373 civilians cared for. Reports on our casualties 
are not available. Para. 3rd FhibCorps was reenforced by naval gunfire by 
1 CA 5 DD. Fire support was provided 24th Corps by 2 OBB 2 CA 2 CL 3 DD. 

In addition this Corps was supported by 2 CA 1 CL and 2 DD of TG 51.19 
operating within NAGAGUSUITJ LAN. 2 OBB 2 CA 1 CL 9 DD supported the opera¬ 
tions of TG 51.19 in the capture of SUGEN ISLAND. General support was rco- 
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10 1300 CTF 51 SUMiAHY HO. 20 - CONTINUED . 

vided 10th Army by 1 OBB 1 CA 2 DD covering assigned areas south of NAHA. 
NEVADA fired her main batteries at open artillery emplacement in TA 3662F 
with good results. CruDiv m 4 reports various buildings pillboxes concrete 
emplacements destroyed or neutralized. 1 nrobable radar location destroyed 
in TA 72760 and artillery vehicles moving on roads near ’IABUNI TA 7857 Y 
were taken under fire with good results. Poor visibility hampered effective 
observation throughout the day. Ammunition situation remains good but heavy 
seas today interferred with replenishment from shins. Planes involved in 
hunter—killer at 26—43 II 129—27 E recalled at sunset because of bad weather. 
RELIEF denarted for GUAM evacuating casualties. Further about HOPPING. Hit 
6 times in port side by 4.7 gunfire from TSUGEN JIMA. After fireroom and 
engineroom inonerative. Numerous electrical and piping casualties. Operating 
as 2 motor control maximum speed 18 knots. UDT 7 casualties 1 KIA 3 WIA. 

Ships company 1 KIA 11 WIA. Casualties reported to date of naval oersonnel 
attached to ships of TF 51 is 283 KIA 899 WIA 412 MIA total 1594 FKRA search 
flights were made by PBMs from KERAMA but direct air support of troops was 
cancelled because of bad weather. ASP was cancelled at 1600 dxie to bad 
weather. GAA3IT tactics on sub contacts this morning were negative. PORTER¬ 
FIELD shot down 1 Nip at 0625 and was missed by suicider at 0633. An OY 
from 3rdFhibCorps has been missing since 1600. Special Dumbo searches were 
negative. TUSCALOOSA 0S2U pilot and crewman who bailed out over enemy 
territory 9 April are now safe having filtered through enemy lines. At 
1355 a NATS R5D approached within 3 miles of YONTAN field but turned back 
to 1,70 because of weather. Control of direct air support of 3rdPhibCorps 
was taken over by landing force air support control unit today. Para. Fol¬ 
lowing beach survey by UDTs. It is learned that NAGAGUSUKU WAN beaches in 
TA 9682 9684 and BRC7VN B'S 1 are suitable for small landing craft. Latter 
suitable for LST in high water. BRCWN B2 B3 PURPLE 2 are suitable for LVT 
only. No suitable exits lead from any of these beaches. UDTs continued 
work on NAGO beaches reporting NAGO CHANNEL cleared now suitable for 3 LSTs 
to beach at 1 time. UDT 1*3 removed items of intelligence value from sunken 
enemy gunboat consisting of various charts documents signal devices suggest¬ 
ive of N equipment. Heavy rains have slewed down supply lines to forward 
echelons over roads. Unloading has been retarded today because of adverse 
weather with stopping of unloading HAGUCHI beaches. Weather light to moderate 
rain. Visibility variable from 0 in heavier rain to 6 miles. Temoerature 
average 74 degrees. Wing south to northwest 22 knots average. Swell 6 to 8 
feet rough sea. 


08 2357 CG 33DPHIBCORPS to CGFMFPAC Info CIlICPAC PEARL. CG10TH ARMY. CTF 51. 


Strongly recommend 3rdPhibCorps consistin of 3 MarDivs, Corps Arty, Corps 
trooos rehabilitate at LEGUMINOUS. Following factors make this area superior 
to MARIANAS and HAWAIIAN ISLANDS: (A) Training areas with amole artillery 
and small arms ranges. (B) Concentration of Corps in one area. (C) Saving 
in shipping and time in connection troop movements. (D) Congestion areas 
MARIANAS and KUAI. (E) Climate. 
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10 0315 CTF 51 to TF 51 Info CBJCPOA BOTH.C0H5THFLT. ALL TFC & TOO 5THFLT . 

This is CTF 51 (CamPhibsPac) OpOrd Ao-45 effective on receipt. Para. 1. 

V/aters surrounding IS SHBtA have been cleared of mines. From number and 
character of fortifications and in absence of complete information assume 
Jap garrison II SHIPA probably consists 2 IHF BN’s plus airfield service 
troops total i ng 2500. Para 2. This force while continuing operations re¬ 
quired by CTF 51 OpPlan Al-45 and CoraGen 10 OpPlan 1-45 Phase I will capture 
and defend IE SKEMA and establish thereon air base facilities. Para 3A. TF 51 
organ:', zed as at present less detachments continue present operations. Para3B. 
TG 51.21 RAdm Reifsnider (who also retains title and duties of CTF 53). TG 
51.1 less detachments including TG 56.4 less detachments plus AmphRecon Bn 
embarked in KINZER and SCRIBNER, plus assigned NGF and air support units, 
plus UDT's numbers 4 and 21 embarked in LOY and BUNCH respectively. Capture 
and defend IE SHEIA, establish air facilities. Execute Para 8. 2 ComGen 10 
OpPlan 1-45 landing on beaches in accordance CTG 56.4 Attack Plan. Retain 
garrison and reembark assault trooos in accordance with later instructions. 
Execute necessary gunfire and aircraft support beach reconnaissances and 
demolitions beginning 71 day minus 3. Mark channels to establish navigational 
aids improve beach approaches unload resupply and garrison material. Para 3. 

1 W day is 16 April 1945 S hour as set by CTG 51.21. Para 3. 2 CTG 51.21 
submit attack plan with requirements for supporting elements. Para 3.3 Sail 
detachments of TG 51.1 as separately directed by CTF 51 to begin to arrive 
northern HAGUSHI beaches 14 April and report to CTG 51.21. Only those ele¬ 
ments essential for use in the assault will be ordered in. Para 3.4 CTG 
51.21 act as S0 D A IE SHBIA and LIOTOBU Area. Paras 4 and 5. Logistics and 
communications in accordance CTF 51 OpPlan Al-45. Para. CTF 56 concurs. 

11 0247 CQM5THFLT to CUTCPCA ADV H . Info CTF 51 and 58 . 

Intend to carry out rotation at rear bases for about 10 day periods of TGs 
of TF 53 also of units of TG 52.1 both when local situation permits. Your 
090125. At present time expect further large scale enemy air attacks will 
continue as long as Jap forces on OKINAWA remain undefeated and with firm 
grip on large part of island and so long as Jap high command believes he 
has inflicted much greater losses on us than he actually has. Your 090325 
100317 and 090302 indicate large Jap air strength remains available and is 
slated for such attacks. Damage from mass suicide tactics is such that we 
must be EqVAXIHUC protection from CAP interception both vicinity OKINAWA 
and in advanced positions along routes from enemy airfields. Retirement to 
LEYTE in near future of British Pacific Fleet affects situation as JOSU 
necessity for daily logistic replenishment of portions of our forces. I 
reqlize our best defense would be smothering attack on all Jap airfields. 

TF 58 has made 4 attacks on Empire fields but is unable to attack all 
simultaneously with result that enemy withdraws its planes from areas under 
attack. When attacking us enemy mounts his attacks from fields out of our 
reach and stages them through fields we can hit. If LVO-based VFs could 
make fighter sweeps of HONSHU fields timed with TF 53 attack on KYUSHU 
this situation might be partially remedied. Our ability to keep units at 
ULITHI or LEYTE while operating in or near EAST CHINA SEA will continue to 
be handicapped by distance of these bases from area of active operations. 
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11 0730 CTF 51 to CQM5THFLT Info CXPCLAC PC?!! T !> ALL ECH HOLDERS 5THFLT. 

Summary No. 21 as of 111200. The oth MarDiv of the 3i*dPhibCorps continues 
its advance northward with the 29th Marines objective to secure the remain¬ 
der of the HOTOBU °ENINSULA. 22nd and 4th Marines are patrolling northern 
OKINAWA encountering only small enemy grouns. The 22nd Marines moved 1 Bn 
up to the vicinity of TA 22251 and 1 Company to TAIRA in TA 2522S. 1 Com¬ 
pany 4th Marines dispatched to ATTSUBARU in TA 2317* The 1st MarDiv patrol¬ 
led its assigned areas capturing 5 suicide boats in the area of the 7th 
Marines. 24th Corps continued to improve its positions with the 96 th Div 
making local attacks on KAKAZU RIDGE TA 8077. Many concentrations of heavy 
artillery and naval gunfire are being placed on enemy defenses. 24th Corps 
reports energy defenses comprise concentric positions on both the forward 
and reverse slopes with the center of defense around SHURI. Defense system 
has been described as more highly organized than anything previously en¬ 
countered. TSUGEN SHIMA in the EASTERN ISLAND GROUP was completely occupied 
as of 101805 by 3rd Bn of RCT 105 27th Div previously reported as 77th Div. 
Troops landed against light opposition initially and advanced rapidly in¬ 
land. After landing intermittent light mortar fire developed on the beach 
but soon ceased. Stiff resistance was encountered from a strong point in 
the vicinity of TA 0726. This strong point was knocked out by 1730 with 
support of LVT(A)• With the mopping up of TSUGEN all EASTERN ISLANDS are 
cleared of enemy troops. Incomplete casualty report lists 8 KIA 34 WIA 3 
MIA. Enemy killed 150. No P0W. Garrison troops occupying ZAMAMI in KERAHA 
RETT0 killed 10 Japs yesterday morning. Para. Call fires and illumination 
during the night were provided 3rd FhibCorps by 1 CA 1 CL 2 DD. In the 24th 
Corps by 1 0BB 2 CL 3 DD plus 2 DD of 51.19 assisting. 1 03B 1 CA 3 DD of 
TF 52 orovided general support off southern 0KINA7A. Support for TG 51.19 
operations off eastern islands was provided by 2 0BB 1 CA 7 DD. Summary of 
suicide boat activity for night of 8-9 April indicates that from 12 to 15 
boats vrere sighted and at least 6 destroyed. 15 swimmers some with hand 
grenades were killed. 1 boat with 6 Japs in it committed suicide with hand 
-renades. Susnected suicide boat pens and bases along southwest coast are 
being neutralized by naval gunfire and illumination and a strong inshore 
patrol. LST 557 during TSUGEN ISLAND operations was hit by large mortar 
shell before silenced by gunfire. Ship operational. Casualties 2 KIA 1 I -* 
Minesweeping completed in Ql east of 127-50 except path 200 yards vn.de on 
bearing 248 degrees T from CHICUNIGA SHOAL. Not considered safe until re¬ 
checked. Other small areas near shoals unswert. No mines encountered. Other 
minesweeping continues in areas J1 J2. Routine transport and channel 
sweeps completed. HAMBLETON and YMS 96 collided at 0440 10 April near grid 
area 7848. No damage to HAMBLETON, YMS % towed to KERAMA with engine room 
flooded. CTU 51.29.11 convoy enroute SAIPAN reported positive sound con¬ 
tacts at 1604, 10 April in Lat 23-17 Long 132-09 with probable kill by es¬ 
cort. RALL at 1100 reported sound contact in screen station A35. Negative 
results of search. Para. Direct air support of troops is being furnished 
by CVEs of TU 52.1.1 and 52.1.2. '-lanes of TU 52.1.2 attacked KELAMI DAITC 
SHIMA on 9 April with uni-:-ported results and is striking SAKISHINA GU!!T0 
this morning. Search fli~hts and ASP were fla/m by PBMs from KERAMA base 
and a soecial TBM A SiJ plane is assisting in hunter killer on contact bear- 
in- 165 from ZAMPA. Special searches are in progress by 1 Dumbo PBM covering 
northern FORMOSA with TF 57. 1 Dumbo PBM covering SAKISHINA GUNT0 with TU 
52.1.3 and 1 Dunbo searching for missing F4U pilots. Cur plane losses this 
morning consist of 1 friendly fighter piane reported by TUSC.'IOOSA as shot 
down by energy AA at 0845. At 0700 an F4U ta’ang off from Y0NTAN 1 'ield 
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11 0730 CTF 51 to CCU5THFLT. PTC. (SUIX-ARY NO. 21 - COIT»D) 

crashed into 3 marked planes burning 1 plane. No personnel casualties. 
KADEKA Field is inoperational due to heavy rain but YOHTAN surface in ex¬ 
cellent condition. Propaganda and photo flights were made by SAGINAW BAY 
and LUNGA POINT TBMs. Between 1000 and 1040 hostile planes, 5 in 2 groups, 
altitude 20,000 approached within 15 miles of BOLO from the north. None 
were sighted and no attacks were made by enemy. 1 was fired at by 1 of our 
radar pickets. End of Summary. 

11 0909 COi!5T!:FLT to CTF 53, 51 Info .XI. TOG L TFT STHFLT.CTU 52.1.3,CINCPAC ADV . 



TU 52.1.3 return OKINAWA area to augnent CAP during probable heavy enemy 
air attack tomorrow 12th. TF 58 discontinue replenishment operations and 
have all groups available to meet attack. 


11 0940 CTF 51 to TF 51 Info CO:'CENTER.CTF 58. CG'5TH?T.T . 

Indications are that 12 April will be good weather and the enemy air will 
attack very strongly from JAPAN and FOR! OSA. Be ready. Dont'd let any get 
back home. 

11 1340 CTF 51 to CO 1 r 5TNFLT Info CTXFAO BOTH. ALL ECN HOLDERS 5TNFLT . 

Summary No. 22 as of 111800. There was little change in the ground situ¬ 
ation today. 24th Corps continues to consolidate its lines to include domi¬ 
nating terrain preparatory to resuming the attack. 96 th Div has been re¬ 
ceiving small arms mortar and artillery fire throughout the day. They re¬ 
port enemy HGONG satchel charges. 7th Div has been conducting patrolling 
throughout its front and has cleared minefields to OUKI TA 8574. Patrols 
encountered sharp opposition. Hill 178 TA 8374 on the Div right front an 
extremely strong enemy position is the immediate key position obstructing 
their advance. The 3rd PhibCorps situation remains substantially unchanged. 
On MOTOBU PENINSULA in the area of the 29th Marines the 2nd Bn located in 
the general area TA 0324 is being held up by organized resistance. Attacks 
are being directed at isolating this enemy force. Troops in KERAMA RATTO 
passed to command if IsCom OKINAWA at 121200. C-round force casualties to 
include 092400: 3rd PhibCor^s nondivisional units: 1 KIA 20 WIA 1 MIA. Total 
battlg 22 NBC 18. 1st UarDiv 41 KIA 157 WIA 0 ILEA. Total battle 193 NBC 185. 
6 th MarDiv 60 KIA 217 WIA 2 MIA. Total battle 279 NBC 193 . 24th Dorps non¬ 
di visional units: 8 KIA 48 AT A 9 -PEA. Total battle 65 NBC 123 . 77th Div 49 
KIA 173 WIA 3 MIA. Total battle 225 NBC 48. 7th Div 90 KIA 575 WIA 10. To¬ 
tal battle 675 NBC 216. 96 th Div 183 KIA 913 WIA 135 MIA. Total battl3 1233 
NBC 253. Grand total of battle 2695 NBC IO 36 . Para. Fire support missions 
throughout the day in support of 3rd PhibCorps were 1 CA 1 CL 3 DD. 24th 
Corps west side of OKINAWA 2 OBB 1 CA 2 CL 5 DD on the east side of OKINAWA 
by 2 OBB 2 CA 6 DD. General support by 1 OBB 2 CA 1 DD. In the Amy zone 
south of NAHA 1 OBB 1 CA 2 DD. 2 DD supported minesweeping operations off 
the northern coast. Protective measures have been established for NAGO WAN 
’ anchorage. SC ATA 6 7 hung up on reef in grid 0068 damaging both screws. A 

possible midget sub was reported by CTG 51.19 at 0930 bearing I 65 degrees 
3.3 miles from BOLO. MCCLELLAN was sent to this location and special ASP 
plane was sent to aid in hunter-killer. No further report. ST LOUIS in 
position 030 degrees 10 miles from BOLO took under fire an enemy Nick 
which approached from the north at 1017. Plane retired to the northward. 
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11 1340 CTF 51 SUMMARY WC 22 - CONTINUED. 



Last night ESTES and 4 LSTs anchored NAGAGASUKA WAN. Para. Our air activi¬ 
ties for the day consisted of direct air support to troops amp by planes 
from CVEs of TG 52.1. Search flights and ASP were flown by PBMs from KERAIIA 
RSTTO. Strike -was made o n 14 amphibious tanks and 15 camouflaged boats 
near south tip of OKENA'YA at 1700 with results unreported. Special searches 
flvon by Dumbo PBUs were all reported negative. Our plane losses this after¬ 
noon were 1 C47 employed for DDT spraying which crash landed at YONTAN field 
at 1537 demolishing the plane with 1 KIA and 7 WIA. Energy activity occurred 
at 1600 when BUNKER HILL F6F in position 53 miles bearing 015 from ZAMPA 
shot down 1 Tojo. This evening beginning 1820 several hostile planes in 2 
raids approached from SW within 10 miles south of KERAHA RETTO meeting op¬ 
position and turning back. Possibly lor 2 landed NAHA after dark. At 1843 
flown in position 40 miles bearing 240 degrees from ZAMPA shot down 1 Zeke. 
ENTERPRISE plane shot down 1 Tony at 1847 position 60 miles bearing 240 
degrees from ZAMPA. MAIILOVE in position 34 miles bearing 232 degrees from 
ZAMPA had near miss by suicide plane at 1935. 1 KIA 1 WIA. Night fighter 
from ENTERPRISE shot down a 2 engined plane 40 miles NE of BOLD at 2109. 
Para. High surf prohibited unloading over HAGU5HI beaches today but un¬ 
loading continued at NAGO beaches with little hindrance. Weather mostly 
cloudy. Visibility 8 to 10 miles. Temperature average 65 degrees. Wind 
NNW to north 25 to 30 knots. Moderate sea and swell with 8 foot surf. 


(MARCH) 

O 


O 




26 0100 CIDMPHIBSPAC to CEICPAC ADV HO Info COHUDTSPHIBSPAC. ADCOHPHIBSPAC . 

Your 240629. Cannot agree that UDT duty is not hazardous. Low casualties 
to date attributed to excellent personnel, organization, training, gunfire 
support and energy unfamiliarity with UDT methods. 1 team was knocked out 
as an effective unit in BLESSMAN bombing. Casualties among NCDUS in Euro¬ 
pean Theater have been high. Future casualties in Pacific may be high and 
should be Provided for. Teams are now required to live aboard APDs for very 
long oeriods. Use of volunteers highly desirable but not absolutely es¬ 
sential now that UDTs are firmly established. However, UDT operations can 
hardly be compared with assault boat operations as regards personnel 
characteristics and capabilities. 30 active teams assigned Pacific Area 
should be sufficient for prospective operations, including those in train¬ 
ing, rehabilitating and on leave. Provided attrition does not greatly ex¬ 
ceed oast experience the reduced program proposed by Cominch should maet 
requirements. Replacement by individuals from Fleet satisfactory but ex¬ 
perience shows veiy few volunteers. Also, they must be specially screened 
to obtain men with desired physical and mental capabilities. None from 
fleet should ever be assigned to teams on active duty in field but should 
always be put first through the 6 weeks course at MAUI or at FT PIERCE. 

This points to selection on West Coast by PhibTraPac from experienced of¬ 
ficers and men at receiving stations waiting assignment. If exceptional 
losses are incurred it may be necessary to request increase in program. 

1] 0114 CINCSWPA LEYTE via C017THFLT to COHAHF CINCPAC ADV. CQNALF Info CONEC ; AC, 
CO! 16 ERVFCR7THFLT . CCMNAVFACNQ.TSOLS. COMAAF. CO 1 f G riPOR , CG US ASPS. CG USAFFE 
F.'ID ECH GHQ. 


^ CX 13830. Effective 20 April 45 ComSoPac is relieved of logistic support of 

all SWPA forces in NORTHERN SOLOMONS Axis. Effective 30 April 45 Commander 
Allied Naval forces will asstime logistic support of all naval elements in 
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11 0114 CINCStTFA LEYTE via CQH7THFLT to COMANF. CINC°AC ADV. CCTALF. PTC . (CONT'D) 

in IJorSols. Other than Marine air units now assigned to AAF. It is con¬ 
templated that all US naval forces in NorSols will be evacuated in near 
future excepting a detachment of approximately 200 personnel to operate 
lighterage at BOUGAINVILLE for AUSTRALIAN military forces. Upon transfer 
of other US naval forces from BOUGAINVILLE and at time to be mutually 
agreed upon by Com Allied KavForces and ComAlliedLandForces logistic support 
of detachment operating boat lighterage pool at BOUGAINVILLE will be as¬ 
sumed by Commander Allied Land Forces. 

U. 0545 CTF 51 to CC DPT DTP 4 Info TF51 . 

Your suggestions relative to evening twilight air cover for radar pickets 
are agreed to. The force commander recognizes the predicament of your ves¬ 
sels and admires their gallant performance of a hazardous but extremely 
necessary duty. Air cover at dusk has been limited because carrier day CAP 
must land before dark and carrier night fighters are not numerous enough 
to cover the entire area. Shore based filters which are now ready for 
operation will provide a 24 plane dusk CAP with additional planes on ground 
alert. These have operated for several days and will later be increased. 

11 0839 CINCPAC ADV TO COMBICH INFO CINCPAC PEARL . 

JCG 072051. Assault ships and craft are now being utilized to the fullest 
extent possible for movement of personnel and cargo from rear to combat 
areas. Virtually all shipping into LAO JB.!A from MARIANAS now conducted by 
LSTs. Large numbers LST and LSI! being utilized to expedite movement of 
defense battalions construction battalions and equipment into OKINAA'A in 
order to capitalize on the rapid advances made by assault troops. LSTs 
from SoPac being utilized to transport bombs to MARIANAS for use of B-29 
and to transport personnel and equipment moving forward incident to roll 
up. Other shins and craft allocated temporarily to assist in forward move¬ 
ment 7th Fit Kdqtrs as indicated my 280904 and my 250730 of higher classi¬ 
fication. As soon as operations currently in progress and those in immedi¬ 
ate future have become clarified it is possible that additional ships can 
be utilized for logistic purposes. No firm estimate of numbers or dates 
can be made at this time. 

11 1235 C0M5THFLT to CTF 51 Info CTFs 53.54.55 CTG 51.19 . 

Consider all battleships, cruisers, destroyers above minimum needed for 
fire support and screens tmorrow should be keot together in suitable 
dispositions for maneuvering in defense against air attack. 

11 1830 COMINCH & CNO TO CINCSLTA.CINCPOA BOTH. INFO CC!!AIR?AC % C(T!S0PAC,CG 'AIPSO^AC, 

CCM7TKFLT. C0 T f AIR7THFLT. RNZA7 L^LLBBTON. 

Due to increased tempo carrier and Marine fighter squadron to operations 
with resulting high losses and short supply of Corsairs. Projected alloca¬ 
tions these aircraft to RNZAF for May and June cannot be made. Navy Hell- 
divers are available to RNZAF if desired. 
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11 2155 CTF 51 TO CINCPAC /EV.CCNtTHFLT.T? 51.ALL TFC £-. TGC 5THFLT . 

Special report enemy air attacks night early morning 12 April, 0050 to 
0600 about 25 enemy planes in 10 groups ann.-oached from north, ENTERPRISE 
VF(N) shot down 2 Betty 1 Jack. Shore based dawn Patrol shot down Zeke, 
Ships off HAGDSHI beach jointly shot down 1 Betty 2 Zekes. No damage to 
ships although SAN FRANCISCO missed by 2 sticks incendiaries. 2 Zekes at¬ 
tacked YONTAN no report as to damage. 

12 0526 CINCPOA ADV to CINCShTA INFO Cg::OFS:.?A.CC:5TIIAF.CO::5TI-IFLT.CTF57 . 


Request continued neutralization strikes on southern FORMOSA air installa¬ 
tions including TAICHU with added strikes on SKINCHIKU and ATSUYAMA sub¬ 
sequent to TF 57 retirement on 13th. 




10 1141 CINCPOA ADV to CC::5TI!?LT. CG 10. CO' '7 'BAREA. PC: :S~?.AT NGIC AF. COM t:\RGILSA3EA . 

C0' AIRS0°AC. CQ f AIPJNTPAC .CQ'AIRBORPAC DIFO DZPCOHAF 20, COMLNOH. CCNSUBPAC . 

cg:-.i W.C, circs.::Y..cr:c xt. ■ : ,r . cc: ai.t7?hflt ,cc: 'a.’.?s.:~ : \.cc :3RDFLT.cgaafpoa 

There are repeated instances of friendly submarine and surface craft being 
attacked by friendly aircraft. This indicates careless briefing, improper 
identification and inattention to recognition procedures. In addition the 
offensive approach frequently employed by aircraft and Particularly by 
lifeguard fighter cover leaves the submarine no choice but to submerge or 
shoot. These dangerous practices must stop and action addressees are direc¬ 
ted to initiate action which is sufficiently positive to insure that they 
do stop. Desire that prompt disciplinary action be initiated where appro¬ 
priate. 

10 1615 CINCPAC ADV to CINCPAC ’FARL. COUSERV ra AC. 





CINCPAC PEARL inquire into issuance ComServPac 10595080 of 28 March which 
may have been issued without due consideration of effect on planned opera¬ 
tions. ISy concept that replacements should arrive prior to effecting trans¬ 
fers. Desire no withdrawals of CB Bns or marked reduction their strength 
when operations will be directly affected noted that reference calls for 
removal from MA IANAS of equivalent of nearly 3 3ns. Please arrange to bring 
39 CB to strength promptly. As q^uiding principle desire my Prior approval 
be obtained before any plan or directive is issued that calls for large re¬ 
ductions in strength of any important units afloat or ashore. 

12 1118 MCARTHUR TO JCS INFO CINCPAC/CINCPOA. Cff7THFLT . 

CAX 51536. Ref JCS 072051 (GCT) continuous study is in progress to utilize 
all available floating equipment, including amphibious craft in S?r?A, in 
the movement forward of troons and other resources from SoPac and NE. r GUINEA 
bases. 20 LSTs have for some time past been working as a separate TG to 
dis odgce forward heavy equipment and troops. This TG vri.ll be increased in 
size as additional LSTs and LSMs are released from operations. LCIs not 
committed to operations are utilized for movement of personnel having lit¬ 
tle or no equipment, such as replacements. ICTs except those required at 
rear ports for loading and unloading large ships are being displaced forward 
to perform SIE war duties in PHILIPPINE ports. 
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121315 CTF 51 to C0M5THFLT Info GIr'CPAG BOTH. '_LL TFC & TGC 5THFLT . 

Summary No. 24 as of 121800. No change today in the situation of the 24th 
Corps. Corns reports having received artillery fireand mortar fire of W,n ™m 
caliber. Fighting in the M0T0BU -ENINSULA has developed into combat by 
separate groins along the general line TA 9725 0928. The 6 th Hecon Co has 
reached TA 9630. A Bn of the 22nd Narines is moving up the PENINSULA to TA 
2635 , and last reports indicate that this 3n had reached TA 2330. A Co of 
4th Narines is enroute to TA 2622F. FMF Recon Bn in TU 51.117 is to proceed 
after dark this evening and land on MENA SHIMA TA 2984. Captured 32nd Array 
order dated at SHURI 21st Parch 1945 corroborates other evidence indicating 
the presence of the 24th Div and the 44th IMB on OKINAWA. This document fur¬ 
ther indicated that all air shipping and service units are to be prepared 
for ground combat. Casualty reports to include 102400 list: 3rdPhibCorps non 
divisional units: 1 KXA 20 V/IA 1 MIA. TOTAL BATTLE 22 NBC 21. 1st MarDiv 42 
KIA 162 V/IA 0 MIA. Total Battle 204 NBC 203 . 6th MarDiv 64 KIA 250 WIA 2 
MIA. Total battle 316 NBC 203. 24th Corps non divisional units: 9 KIA 48 
V/IA 9 IA, Total battle 66 NBC 130. 7th Division 120 ICEA 696 WIA 13 Mil. 

Total battle 829 NBC 300. 77th Div 49 KIA 173 VIA 3 MIA. Total battle 225 
NBC 48. 96 th Div 193 KIA 1108 WIA 232 MIA. Total battle 1533 NBC 287. Grand 
total battle 3195 NBC 1192. Para. Naval gunfire support for the day consisted 
of 2 DD reinforcing 3rd Corps 1 CA 1 CL supporting 24th Corns plus 2 CA 
and 2 DD of TG 51.19 supporting the 7th Div on the east side. TG 51.19 was 
allocatdd 2 CA 8 DD for general support. There v/as no deep support provided 
in Army zone. All firing except of eastern group was controlled by SFCPS 
or air snot in Corns ZA. Other naval action included sinking lax of 2 canoes 
by LCI(G) 472 carrying 60 natives or Jananese near HSANZA SHIMA. Design 
at 0745 reported sinking what appeared to be tornedo body which on eatrol 
in station C25. UDT 16 is further developing beaches in TA 06l6 and investi¬ 
gating TA 7925. RAdm Blandy passed command of Eastern FS group 51.19 to 
ComCruDiv 4. Para. Our air activities for the period consisted of routine 
search flights by FBMs from KERAMA BASE with direct air support of troops 
by CVEs of TG 52.1 which were cancelled during air raids. ASP v/as f lov.Ti by 
PS's with ANZI0 group continuing hunter killer operations on submarine re¬ 
ported in 1200 summary. Our plane losses re orted as: 1 F4H crashed and 
burned on N OKENAV/A at I 65 O. 1 fighter crash landed 6 miles bearing 050 
from ZxttfPA at 1525 with rescue by GOL'SBORO. 3UNKER HILL fighter crash 
landed 12 miles bearing 320 IHEYA at 1540 with rescue by unknown ship. 

STEELE rescued PETROFF BAY Pilot at 1518 position not given. 1 fighter re¬ 
ported crashed on southern OKINAWA in enemy territory at 1523. No confirming 
details. Special searches were made by Dumbo PBM which was sent to rescue 
YORKTOWN and 1 INTREPID Pilot downed near AMAMI SHIMA but pilots resaued 
previously bo other means. 1 search PBM rescued survivors lat 28-20 long 
130-15 at 1920. Dumbo BE leading DE to rescue aviator reported donned 47 
miles bearing 055 from ZAM’AV. Pilot rescued turned out to be en&my Pilot 
who had parachuted from plane. Para. Good weather favored unloading over 
beaches throughout period. Weather clear. Visibility 10 miles. Temperature 
68 to 70 degrees. Northerly wind 15 to 20 knots. Slight sea and swell 
with 2 to 4 foot surf. End of summary. 

12 1237 CTF 57 to CM'5TP.'L? Info GTG 52.1.CI CP EMCI'M LC BOTH.CTF 112 . 2 8 4 S 

Carried out 44 plane strike on each of SHINCHIKU and JCIIRUN latter because 
9/10 cloud on MATS TAMA. Few aircraft observed on either field. Splashed 16 
mixed types damaged 5. 1 Tess destroyed MATSUYAMA results SHINCHIKU unobser- ' 
ved due low clouds. Todays interceptions show significant traffic between 
SAKISHIMA and FORMOSA both v/ays. If weather FORMOSA precludes effective strild 
tomorrow/ intend dealing with ISHIGAKI and traffic. In view present situation! 










mm ^ 

12 1237 CTF 57 to C0N5THFLT ETC . (CONT'D) 




and your 110247 exoect to be available further operations 16, 17 Aoril as 
you direct. 

12 1458 CTF 58 to C0’ r 5THFIT Info 0?r 51 . 

Flash report 12 April. Shot dovm 153 aircraft of which 62 by OKINAWA target 
CAP 10 ground force including 3 by gunfire. Balance shot dovm by CAP over 
KEKAI TOrUTIO and AMAM except 1 near MINAMI. Destroyed 8 planes on ground 
at KIKAI and T0KUN0 and damaged 9 more. Cratered runways both fields. Fired 
fuel dump and warehouse. Last night heckled T0KUTI0 and KIKAI with VFN and 
VTN starting fires both places. Iledkllng tonight with VTN. Last night VFN 
splashed total of 7 including 2 by OKINAWA target CAP TIN . VTN heckler got 
1 more. Tonight VFN splashed 1 Betts'- SKTFAE. Tapping ohoto coverage. 

AMAMI completed negatives excellent. Pilots report TQKUIIO coverage also 
completed. 

11 1108 CTF 58 TO CQM5THFLT . 

Under attack most of afternoon and stiLL going now. During day 18 planes 
splashed by gunfire and about 20 to 25 more by our aircraft. Radar picket 
KIDD hit by suicider with about 20 killed and 60 wounded including captain. 
Severe damage to ship. MISSOURI hit by suicider witl?6 light damage. UTTER- 
PRISE considerable damage from near miss suicider and 2 bomb near misses. 

4 men missing. 10 wounded 2 of them seriously. HANK slight damage 2 killed 
1 missing from near miss suicider. So far night fighters have splashed 3 
Bettys plus 1 probable. Gunfire shot dovm 2 more. 

12 2308 CINCPAC AD7 HC to COUINCH . 

Because suicide attacks are new the rule rather than the exception and in 
fact amount to mass suicide by the Japanese Air Force I consider it neces¬ 
sary gradually to divulge the situation to the American people. Ify- previous 
requests for secrecy are withdrawn. 

12 2314 BflnraWBgB BC erTCrOA ATT/ to CGIO Info COT.TpiTFT.T.CTF 99.2,CTG 99.3.00! 1IAVAIR 

BASES OKINAWA. CINCPOA 3 5.iRL.C0::AIRPAC.CaTGEN.L\FP0A.Cg r J , SNFT.iF?AC.CaTGE!:P0A . 

Your 090910. My 100044 and IOOO 46 . Confirming conference 11 April I will 
await your proposals for changes in air base development program which will 
be welcomed either as overall or as partial recommendations. Following agreei 
principles are stated for information addressees. (A) OKINAWA and IE SHIMA 
will be developed for at least same total air forces as planned. (B) VLR 
may be based on OKINAWA and other Army aircraft based on IS SHIMA to simp¬ 
lify logistics. (C) 1 field developed initially for a Marine fighter group 
will be expanded to include carrier replacements and will be accessible for 
unloading Preserved aircraft fram ships. (D) The naval aifybase^ori-dnally 
planned for No. 8 field will be adequate for at least 4-flandplafii^Squadrons 
plus a photogroupjNATS and 2' Yn s fior e *paffrbl squadrons. (S) The governihg 
principle will be maximum early development of OKINAWA as a base for attack 
on JAPAN consistent with immediate urgent requirements for tactical -purposes 
incident to capture and defense of the island. 
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13 0141 CO' '5TIIFLT TO CT? $5 INFO CliTTAC. CT7 51 . 


Believe enemy is depending strongly on southern KYUSHU fields not for staging: 
only but for ability to assemble and launch heavy attacks such as yesterday 
and 6 April. See Cincoac Adv 120159 in confirmation. Desire you exploit 
possibilities whenever you feel situation is right to hit these fields. 

Turner is directed herewith to keen you advised reg ardign his own defense 
requirements. 








3-3 0229 CINCPOA ADV to C0M5THFLT Info CTFs 51.56.CTGs 99.1. 99.2. 99.3 . 

i Because of the importance to the naval and air situation of establishing 
on shore at OKINAWA as many tactical aircraft as possible as soon as pos- 

< sible desire that you make certain that nothing is left undone which can 
be done to expedite arrival of personnel and equipment to service air 
groups and improve fields on a full out basis. 

13 0825 CTF 51 TO C01TIFTHFLT INFO CIKCPAC BOTH. ALL ECM HOLDER FIFTHFLT . 

Summary Mo. 25 as of 131200. No material change in ground action situation. 
24th Corps still engaged in consolidating its position and perfecting its 
plans for initiation for a strong offensive to the south orobably about 19 th. 
The enemy plan of defense in this area apoears to be 1 of defense in place 
of the death of all Parts of a heavily and MmpjfanaflrtteftiM i complex forti¬ 
fied area which includes pillboxes with sliding steel doors against which 
flame throwers are ineffectual. This defensive system in depth extends across 
the island along the coral front throughout the south end of the island. 
Hostile artillery fire heavy mortar is increasing in accuracy and volume to 
the rear of the corps front lines with strong evidence that artillery fires 
are observed and that their counter battery is assisted by flash and sound 
ranging units. Various attempts at infiltration were made in the area of the 
7th Div during the night. The enemy was armed with rifles oole spears and 
demolitions. Around 85 Japs were killed and 6 light machine guns captured. 

The 1st Bn 383rd Inf reoulsed a counterattack of some 900 enemy at 0630. 3i*d 
PhibCorps reported a quiet night. Late renorts from the area of the 29th 
Marines on IICTCBU PENINSULA state that 3rd Bn was heavily engaged yesterday 
in the area TA 9824. At 11+00 they indicated urgent need for fire assistance 
due to conterattack on all sides. Counterattack was repulsed with the as¬ 
sistance of effective naval ainfire from PRESTON. Moon reports show 1 Bn 
26th Marines has reached M0M0BARU TA 2635. The 6th Recon Co has captured 
BISS TA 9631. In other areas of the 3rd TiibCorpsoatrollin'- continues with 
minor contacts with the enemy. Recon by FIT Recon Bn of LNUA 5HD.IA TA 
8824 was completed last night no enemy troops found. During the night 12-13 
Aoril 6 enemy suicide boats were caotured in TA 9900 in operating condition. 
Para. Naval operations for the oeriod comprise gunfire support to 3rd Corns 
by 1 CL 2 DD and to 24th Coras by 4 0B3 1 CA 1 CL 3 DD plus 3 DD of 51.9 
cooperating from east. General suoport to TG 51.9 was furnished by 1 0BB 
2 CA 1 CL and 8 DD. Anti boat natrol and coastline illumination was con¬ 
ducted by 1 CL and 2 DD. ST LOU S kept NAHA airfield interdicted between 
0500 and 0600. Amplification of flash reoort of hostile air action against 
our shins follows: JEFFERS in RP station A12 at 1345 damaged by near miss 
from suicide Val and Baka bomb released from twin engine bomber at 14000 
yards. JEFFERS with assistance L1M 189 rescued 250 crew 22 officers includ¬ 
ing wounded from ABELS LSM 189 and LSM 190. LSM 189 strafed and bombed in 
RP station 14 at 1502. 1 plane dived into con carrying. 2 men blown off 
ship several injured. Several ISMs are stationed near radar -ticket line 
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13 0825 CTP 51 SUMMARY NO. 25 CONTINUED . 

for rescue salvage and tawing purposes. RAIL damaged by suicide nlane car¬ 
rying 100 wound bomb released instant, before plane crashed. Bomb massed 
through ship without exploding. 2 large holes at waterline. Ship riddled 
with shrapnel. Death charge impulse charge storage port side blew up. 20 
KIA 34 MIA 3 MIA. RIDDLE in station A35 10 miles west of B0L0 hit by suicide 
plane at 1530. Extensive damage beyond capacity of shins force to repair. 

1 hole 2 feet in diameter inside on port quarter. 1 gun main battery in¬ 
operative. 10 WIA 1 MIA. TENNESSEE attacked by 3 planes. 1 plane carried 
estimated 250 SAP bomb. Dove on starboard signal bridge damaging area from 
frame 69 to frame 85. SP radar 240mm quads 5 F20mm singles and radar on 
5 inch director demolished. After Mark 8 director out. Bomb penetrated 
main deck. 23 IOTA 96 MIA. IDAHO suffered near miss by aerial torpedo. 3 
upper and 3 lower blisters flooded. After SC- and RDM radar antenna out SK 
KZRKY . Steam leak No. 3 engine but speed not reduced. Ship now anchored 
HAGUSHI making repairs. MINOT V was MS which received slight rigging damage 
from suicider. 1 MIA. PURDY in RP station 1 hit by suicide plane at 1500. 
Able to proceed to transport area. HE/ MEXICO hit by $ inch shell from a 
friendly ship during TF 54 air action afternoon 12th. No damage or casual¬ 
ties. LSM 279 suffered 4 VJIA morning 12th from 20mm shell hitting forward 
well deck. LCS 33 hit ly Val 1500 exploded and sank at 1630. 1 KIA 26 MIA 
3 MIA. ICS 115 effected the rescue. 3 YMS are patrolling entrance to NAGO 
WAN. Routine minesweeps of transport area continues. UDT recon from TA 
9585 to 0084A com dieted. UDTs working north from TA 0084A today. HOPE 
and SAMARITAN arrived this morning. Para. Air operations include direct 
air support of troops by CVEs of TO 52.1. Search flights and ASP pabrol 
flown by PBMs from iCERAMA base. Hunter killer operations with PBM and ANZIO 
group on contact reported 12 April still in progress. The OKINAWA area 
was under enemy air attack from 1900 to 2200 12 April. 1 Betty and 1 Nell 
shot down by CAP at 1910. 1 shot down by HUDSON at 2130. 10 torpedo planes 

attacked TF 54 about _April, using flares and window. Near misses 

to ROOKS and IDAHO. Several enemy air intruders were in area from 0200 to 
0520 but did not attack. Possibility that 4 ^als landed on IS 3HIMA about 
2030 but not seen by air search today. Our nlan^losses are: 1 F6FN from 
ENTERPRISE last reported north of MOTOBU at 0300 still missing and pre¬ 
sumed lost. Dumbo and other air search negative. At 2000 12 April PR” ASM 
nlane made forced landing 15 miles north KERALIA. Crew rescued bjr COTELL. 
Plane later taxied back to KERAM-A. The following ships shot down enemy 
planes not previously mentioned: PORTLAND 1 Zeke morning 12 April. On after¬ 
noon 12 April following shot down: PURDY 5. NL 1. PORTLAND 3« 4CS 34 1« 

LCS 32 1. LCS 33 1. JEFFERS 1. ZELLARS 2. ABELE 2. 16th AA Bn ashore shot 
down 1. This raises total of planes shot dov.n by ships to 36 and grand 
total to 128. Expect there will be some more when final reports are in. 


13 0840 CTF 51 to TF 51 Info CT T C?AC BOTH. CQH5THFLT. 


JEFFERS (DMS 27) reoorts that on afternoon of 12 Aoril while under attack 
by several planes cuote twin engine bomber released apparently large bomb 
at 14000 yards. Bomb had head on appearance of Tojo, traveled at very high 
accelerating sneed, splashed 50 yards nort beam. Believe bomb was oilot 
controlled though no pilot observed in bubble canopy unquote. 


13 0935 


CINC OA ADV to CIHCSMPA Info C0M5THFLT . _ 2 847 

Cora5thA\F 130L13 apparently allocates only 9 B25s and 8 ”518 to hit FORMOSA. 
Our forces ashore and afloat continue under serious enemy air threat and at¬ 
tack from FORMOSA and elsev.'here. Intelligence reports indicate continuance 


gCrf^l n f^e^?o? f e^yW8SnltoMi8Rs u !ft 


















o 

o 


o 


13 1114 CTF 58 to CQU5THFLT I'TO CINC^AC ADV . 


Flash summary 13 April. Shot down 1 Ifyrt only airborne Nip seen so far. 
Destroyed 12 olanes on ground. Cratered TOKUNO and Y/AN airfields. Destroyed 
2 warehouses and started fires at \MAMI and KIFAI. Strafed 23 small craft 
and barges. Pilot on CAP at about 1530 on 12 April between YORON and INET A 
SHE,[AS saw probable piloted bomb nass about 2000 feet belov/ him at approxi¬ 
mately 30 degree glide angle. Bomb appeared silver color. Had wings and 
tail surfaces. Y/ing span appeared less than normal for length of fuselage. 
Could not tell whether it had pilot or cockpit. Bomb emitted 1 short streamer 
of black smoke while in glide and appeared on direct course toward destroyer. 
Also saw 2nd smoke streamer parallel to 1st about 200 feet distant but saw 
no other bomb. Pilot believes bomb or bombs launched from 2 Bettys observed 
few minutes later about 5,000 feet above. From 18 March to 12 April in¬ 
clusive TF 58 has destroyed 914 airborne enemy aircraft including 73 by 
sliips gunfire and 363 aircraft on the ground. 4 additional aircraft suicide 
crashed ships. Grand total destroyed 1281. 

13 3400 CTF 51 to CCH5TH7LT Info CINCPAC BOTH. ALL ZCE HOLDERS 5TKFLT . 

Summary No. 26 as of 131800. 24th Corps reports no change iryfcront lines. 
Operations of the 7th Div confined to improving existing positions recon¬ 
naissance placing of artillery fire on selected targets and oatrolling to 
probe hostile positions. .Artillery observers with patrols obtained excel¬ 
lent results in bringing artillery fire din pinpoint targets. 96 th Div con¬ 
tinued consolidation and strengthening of its front line. Close support by 
well delivered air strikes rockets bombs and strafing produced excellent 
results on a large enemy column west of EVA TA 7864T. Further report on 
enemy counter-attack of early morning against 96 th Div right flank reveals 
that artillery and mortar fire reached its peak on front lines about 0300 
after which fire was lifted to rear areas preceding heavy counter-attack 
along KAKZZU RIDGE TA 8077 against 381st and 383rd Inf by what is estimated 
as a reinforced Bn. Prompt naval gunfire support by COLORADO NEVADA SAN 
FRANCISCO BILOXI HUTCHINS H L EDWARDS was reported by 96 th Div to have been 
helpful in rebelling counter-attack. Numerous enemy dead were reported. 
Hostile artillery and mortar fire lessened considerably today. The enemy 
is tapping wires in this area. No report as to 3rd PhibCorps patrol and 
movements scheduled for the day. 1 Bn 22nd Marines is at HANOCHI TA 3442F 
at U 50 . 29th Marines had numerous contacts with enemy forces estimated as 
approximately 1000 mixed Army and Navy troops mostly scattered groups with 
1 concentration of about 500 in TA 0025, 0022 and 0120. 7th Marines has 
made contact with an estimated 100 enemy in the vicinity of 0NNA T TA 9503. 
Positive identification of the 23rd Bn of the 64 th Brigade was established 
by enemy dead. The 8th Marine AA Bn has established AA defenses for the 
beach area in NAGO TOM. Para. Naval fire support given to 3rd Corps by 1 
CA 2 DD 24th Corps by 3 0B3 1 CL 3 DD in the west and in Army zone by 1 
OBB 2 CA 2 DD from NAGAGASUKU TON. Support was provided by 1 OBB 5 DD. TG 
51.21 bombarded IE SHE LA with 1 OBB 1 CA 1 CL 4 DD in support of UDTs. Here 
is 1 for the books. LCS 57 hit by 3 suicide planes while in action in R? 1 
afternoon 12 April. 1 hole 8 feet extends beneath waterline. After magazines 
and gyro mom flooded. Steering by hand only. Fresh water system out. Flush¬ 
ing system and gaLLley out. Living quarters not habitable. Extensive damage 
to ordnance. 2 KIA 6 7.TA. Ship shot down 1 plane in addition to 3 suicides 
and returned to KER ALA under ovm newer. 1240 COTELL sighted submarine 
periscope 27-13 N 126-04 E bearing 315 68 miles from BOLO. ASP plane vectored 
to area made attack on possible sonar buoy contact vdth unobserved results. 
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13 1400 CTF 51 SUMMARY HO. 26 COITTII'TUEP . 

CONNOLLY and B0.3RS sent to assist ASP plane made 2nd attack on sonor buoy 
at I 63 O, Results not known* HITEHURST not previously reported was hit by 
suicide plane at 121455 has severe damage. LINDSAY when hit 12th had 8 KIA 
56 7 r IA 46 MIA. REL I EF sighted floating contact type mine in position 18-35N 
138-10 E. Attempt to destroy unsuccessful. Para. CVEs of TU 52.1.1 and 
52.1.2 furnished direct support to troops. Results of strikes made by 
planes of these units for 12 April include destruction of trucks artillery 
gun positions various small boat| and buildings strafing of troop concen¬ 
trations and firing of ammunition and fuel storage areas. An attack mission 
was carried out by TU 52.1.1 on SAKISHINA GUNTO during the afternoon with 
unreported results. Several small strikes were made on IE SIGMA. Search 
flights were made by PBMs from KERAMA seaplane base. ASP eatrols were flown. 
AI'TZIO ASY group completed 24 hour air search for sub previously reported# 

Area was under»air attack from 1720 to 1800 by 9 planes approaching from 
the north and then from west in 2 groups. SIT7ANEE F6F destroyed 4 Vais 
at 1740 50 miles bearing 300 from ZAMPA. BUNKER HILL F6F shot down 3 Vais 
at 1746 40 miles bearing 290 from ZAMPA. 1 downed by STEALIER BAY FM. 

1 suicider missed an unidentified LCS. There was no damage to our units. 

Only 1 enemy plane got away. Again at 1930 to 2010 an estimated 4 planes 
came in from the north. DITTER shot down 1 Betty at 1950 40 miles bearing 
000 from ZAMPA and shore AA on OKI NAVA shot down 1 Betty and 1 Frances at 
2000# Para# Weather clear. Visibility 8 miles. Temperature average 72 de¬ 
grees. Wind North 7 to 8 knots. Smooth sea and no swell. 

13 2200 CTF 51 to CT? 55. CTG 51.19 Info ComGen 10. COMGEN 24TH CORPS . 

Effective 140600I(-9) ComGen 24th Corps has been made responsible for attack 
of ground targets by artillery, naval gunfire and air all south of Corns 
boundary including island immediately adjacent to OKINAWA. 

14 0232 CINCPAC ADV TO COMDPAC INFO C0M5THFET.CTF51.CINCPA.C ^ARL.COMSERIPAC.ADCOMIN 

PAC 

Your 110435. TRACY (DM 19) BREESE (DM 18) HOPKINS (DMS 13) will not be 
withdrawn from combat area for time being. DORSEY (DMS 1) will be returned 
to combat area after minor battle damage repairs. All other old DM and DMS 
will be converted to DD and employed for training and rear area escorts. 
Decision as to further conversion of DD to DM or DMS to maintain strength 
of 12 and 24 respectively, will be deferred until conversion kits are avail¬ 
able at which time overall- situation will again be reviewed. Your 110515 
was answered in part by my 130627 and 130628. These plus new construction 
will cons/titute an operational force at the objective by 15 June of 33-220 
Ft AM, 38-180 Ft AM, 11 new DMS, 11 new DM, 2 old DMS, 2 old DM. Total all 
types 97 minus those receiving further battle damage. These are totals 
which can be made available. 
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14 1240 CTF 51 to CC: r .5T::?LT Info CINCFAC BOTH HZ,. .ILL ISC?! HOLDERS FIFTHFLT . 

Summary No. 28 as of 141800. Information concerning ground force activity 
has been lacking this afternoon. Summary as of 1400 from 24th Corns renorts 
no eneny activity on Corps front. Late afternoon report relates another 
counter-attack was received on the 96 th Div right at 0315 in which 107 
of the enemy were killed. 24th Corns artillery reports 9 enemy guns destroyed 
yesterday. Only report from 3rdFhibCoros this afternoon relates that ele¬ 
ments of the 6th I!arDiv have occupied the ridge 9724R 9723Q on the MOTOBU 
PENINSULA against light resistance. Enemy estimated as 1 platoon with machine 
gun and mortars. KADENA airfield received scattered mortar fire at 1600. 

No other details. Para. Nr.v 1 units consisting of 1 OBB 1 CA 1 CL 7 DD 
bombarded IE SHIMA today. Other support missions were furnished 3rd Corps 
by 1 OBB 1 DD 24th Corns by 2 OBB 2 CA 1 CL 2 DD from the w est and by 2 OBB 
1 CA 3 DD from east. General supnort was furnished by TG 51»lj> with 1 CA 
1 CL 2 DD. Support was given minesweepers off NW coast of OKINAWA by 1 DD. 
Excellent fire support was furnished UDTs in reconnoitering IE SHIMA beaches. 
BBs are now bble to render fire support from inside NAGAGUSUKU WAN* Excel¬ 
lent results have been obtained against targets in this area including camr- 
ouflaged troop installations gun emplacements trenches and caves and against 
susnected torpedo launchers. AH gunfire on OKINAWA is now controlled by 
CTF 55 in the south and By CTF 53 in the north. At 1930 NEW YORK east of 
island reported hit by hostile plane which crashed into catapult demolishing 
1 plane and cutting transmitting antenna. 2 WIA. Ammunition status satis¬ 
factory. About 0Z|.00 L0./RY had sonar contact at 25-05 N 127-49 E. Made 1st 
attack 0408 with apparent good results. 2nd attack mady at 0424 with negative 
results. Search abandoned because of necessity to rejoin carrier screen. 

Plane continued observant operations over contact. LCS 13 destroyed mine 
vicinity of RP 12. CONI ELLY on hunter killer assignment renorted sighting 
liferaft with 2 enemy in it. Believed they were working radio. CONNELLY in¬ 
vestigated and took 1 prisoner. Results of hunter killer negative. CONNELLY 
returned to transoort area. Design investigated contact reported in 1200 
summary. Drooped pattern of charges with negative results. Our CVEs of TG 
52.1 continued direct air support of troops throughout the period. Attack 
missions b TU 52.1.2 on ISHIGAKE and MIYAKO as of 13 April now report enemy 
aircraft destroyed on ground 1 Zeke 2 Bettys 1 twin engine 3 single engine. 
Probably destroyed 1 Sally. Damaged 25 planes. All believed non operational. 
Our losses: 1 VF and pilot. Strike by TU 52.1.3 °n NOBARA and ISHIGAKI on 
13 April report various fires started one Betty burned. Search flights were 
made by PBMs from KERAMA and at 1015 missed 2 small ships with bombs in 
Lat 30-25 Long 130-25. ASP patrol was flown by PBMs. Several mines were dis¬ 
posed of during the day. 1 by ASP plane in bearing 336 130 miles from BCLO. 
Another reported by PBT.T rescue plane at 11^22 at 25—30 N 126-27 E. Marked 
location with dye marker. ASP plane dispatched to destroy. PBM Dumbo made 
rescue of RANDOLPH nilot south of AMAMI SHIMA at 1225 and PBM ASW plane 
made resoue of pilot from TU 52.1.2 who made water landing 2 miles SW ISHI¬ 
GAKI at 1630. Commencing 14 April a 2 plane CAP is being maintained over each 
of radar picket stations 1, 2 and 3 from 0530 to 1900 by planes from TAP con¬ 
trolled by picket for its own nrotection. This is in addition to regular CAP. 
Enemy aircraft approached from north at I 63 O. BENNINGTON F6Fs on CAP destroye 
4 Zekes, 1 Van and 2 unidentified about 76 miles due N of ZAH’A. BELLEAU 'WOOD 
FoFs on CAP destroyed 3 Zekes 50 miles bearing 320 from ZSSPk about 1720 at 
1905 LUCE splashed 1 Kate and BROWN in radar oicket station renorted being 
under attack by 2 planes 1 of which dron-ed torpedo and missed. CONNELLY shot 
doivn 1 Val at 1736 13 April not nreviously reported. Para. Weather clear. I 
Visibility 12 miles. Temperature average 75 degrees. '.Zing ENE changing to ESE 
10 knots. Sea calm with no surf or swell* 
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14 0655 CTF 51 to CC':5T?ri.T Info CI'C 7 .0 5T:/FLT UCT . IS 7C? r . 




Summary No. 27 as of 141200. The situation remains unchanged on the 24th 
Coris front, ground Hill 178 in the zone of the 7th Div the enemy is observed 
to be very active preparing communication lines carrying in supplies and 
1 proving gun oositions. Several large concentrations of enemy in the front 
of the 7th Div were observed oy oatrols. Following enemy counterattack early 
esterday morning on KAKAXU RIDGE in the 2A of the 96 th Div the remainder 
of the day was fairly quiet until 2000 when estimated enemy comoany attacked 
this ridge again. This attack was repulsed. The enemy is reported well armed 
and equipped. In repulsing yesterday's strong counterattack our forces 
captured 9 I2IGS several knee mortars 125 rifles and 1 radio. Hostile artiller 
fire was heavy during the night. The 3rd PhibCorps zone continues to be 
relatively quiet except the area of the 29th Marines on ' T0BU PENINSULA. 

29th ?'arines have been engaged in sporadic combat throughout the area. The 
greater part of the area has been covered b - oatrols and today attacks are 
being made on enemy oositions in 3 directions from TA 9923 and 0022. The 
4th and 22nd ’iarines continue their advance up northern OPINE'/A. The 2nd 
Bn 22nd Marines has caotured HED0 SAKI TA 8751, and other units of the 4th 
and 22nd reoorted moving north over the east and west roads in TA 2535 
and 3725. 7th Marines continue operations to destroy enemy grouo in TA 95©3« 
Other 3rdPhibCorps elements continue to patrol their areas. Predawn take off 
accident at KADENA field resulted in destruction of 5 Corsairs and damaging 
of 3 with casualties of 3 KIA 1 V.TA. Plane taking off swerved into narked 
ready planes which exploded ^nd burned. Afternoon 13 April Corsairs of 2nd 
/.PargYOYLAALFIlI engaged in 1st supporting missions ground troops. Planes 
attacked enemy artillery oositions vath excellent results reoorted. Enemy 
has shelled KADENA field sporadically for oast 2 days vath slight damage. 
Para. Naval gunfire support was furnished the 3rdPhibCorps by 3 DD 24th 
Corps by 7 0BB 1 CA 1 CL 2 DD. General support to CTC- 51.19 by 2 0B3 2 CA 
and 7 DD. SLID reports having been attacked at least 8 times by hostile air¬ 
craft in afternoon 12 April. No damage to ship reported. STANLEY amplifies 
previous report hit oy 2 suicide planes below waterline with extensive damage 
including 5 foot hole through bow vath deck above buckled. Fuel tanks rup¬ 
tured. Extensive damage to ordnance WYANDCTT underway hit stem of LSM 312 
while in anchor off HAGUSHI beaches. LSM 312 lost anchor 120 fathoms cable. 
Mine sweeps 14 April include exploratory sweep in area L9 and L 8 , Sweeping 
on eastern half of area G2 and approaches in vicinity of TA 3548 and 3549 
to provide for landing radar equipment. Sweep units 11 and 13 are making 
channel and transport area sweeps. LCI 651 in northern edge trans ->ort area 
received near hits by friendly AA this morning with fragmentation damage and 
6 V.TA. UDT reconnaissance of beaches GREEN T1 RED T1 RED T2 indicate no 
manmade obstacles or mines found. PATTERSON exploded ORANGE colored homed 
l ine at 0800 13 April in position 25-15 N 127-44L. 5 floating mines dis¬ 

covered off IELESE UHL 1A morning 13 April. Mines being rendered safe today. 
HOBSON sank floating mine 27-35N 126-05 E afternoon 13 April. CONNELLY and 
BCWERS continued hunterkiller operation with no further results. Evaluation 
probable. At 0900 midget submarine was sighted in TA 7280. Hunterkiller 
operations by EXECUTE and DESIGN ’were initiated. Total naval casualties 
reported to date from 69 ships plus TG 52.1 343 NT A 1088 V/IA 507 ' 11. Fol¬ 
lowing departed this morning for MARIANAS: Fast convoy 2 033 1 CA 12 APA 
1 AP 2 AKA 1 DD. Battle damaged 3 DE 3 AND. Slow convoy 2 APA 1 AKA 14 1ST 
1 LSM(R) 3 A E 3 SC 1 "OS 1 ATD. Para. Air summary for the period includes 
direct air support of trooos by CVEs of TU 52.1.1 and 52.1.3 2 nd by TAF 
based on OKINAWA. TU 52.1.2 engaged in strike SAKATHPCA GUIIT0 this morning. 


- Continued - 
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14 0655 CTF 51 SU; 




■:c. 27 - cq-tinued . 




Routine search flights and ASF patrol flam by PBMs from KERAMA. Sub con¬ 
tact 60 miles bearing 300 from ZAIIPA previously reported was abandoned* 

At 11.00 a PBM destroyed 1 mine 130 niles bearing 336 from ZAMPA. 1 PBM 
made forced landing evening of 12 April to avoid friendly AA fire. Plane 
damaged beyond repair. 2 enemy aircraft in vicinity from 0310 to 0430. Planes 
approached from north and made no attacks. No planes were shot down from 
1105 to 1130 planes approached from S’;. No contacts were made and olanes 
departed to Si. Enemy tracked at speed of 330 knots and left 2 section 
of our VF behind. During air attack at 2000 13 Aoril StTJANES F6F shot dam 
additional Val not previously reported. Airplane losses are: 1 INTREPID 
F 6 F GN failed to return to base. Last radio contact was at 2300 13 April. 
Plane at that time was chasing Betty in position 80 miles bearing 230 from 
NMHVA. Dumbo PBM and 8 INTREPID F 6 Fs searching area this morning. At 1100 
RANDOLPH F 6 F pilot made water landing near AJ.IA1.0! SHIM A. Pilot in boat. 

Dumbo PBM enroute. 1 Dumbo PBM is in northern area with TG 53.1 strike. Re¬ 
vised totals for 12 Aoril afternoon attacks indicate total enemy destroyed 
by own aircraft 90. Additional ships shooting down enemy olanes are: SEID 
1 Val 3 Bettys. ’.7ANN 1 Val. Grand total enemy planes destroyed between 1200 
and 1800 is 147. End of summary. 

14 0826 CINCP0A to C0M5THAF Info CTF51.CA8CU.ISCOM OKINAWA.C0I!GE:ELO.GORGE!? TACTICAL 

.AIR FCRCEjOTHARlY. 


For' General Whitehead and signed Kenny with concurrence of CIHCP0A and 
CINCSWPA message follows serial by air immediately your air engineer to OKINAWA 
to report to ComGen 10th Army for temporary duty to work with Captain 
Painter USN purpose surveying airdrome possibilities to get maximum de¬ 
ployment of air forces on OKINAWA and IE JE.’A end of message. Following 
instructions for air approach to OKINAWA area and landing on T0NTAN air 
strip. Check in point diamond Lat 25-50N Long 127-29E which point bears 
224 degrees true distant 17 miles from SW tip of OKINAVA, at 1500 feet 
altitude. At point DIAMOND report to ConAir Support Control Units voice 
call BTACIER on 140.58 megacycles. From point DIAMOND proceed on course 
north for 27 miles arriving at Point GRAPHITE. Do not proceed beyond point 
GRAPHITE v/ithout checking IFF with CamAir Support Control Uni' s. From point 
GRAPHITE proceed direct to Y0NTAN strip. Cali DR ACE tower on 140.58 Me for 
landing instructions. Additional useful information comes now. GL.CCI !R has 
two alternate frequencies which are 6005 Kcs and 4475 Kcs. Best strip 
Y0NTAN is 350-170 degrees magnetic and has 5000 useable feet. Beware all 
other strips. Field elevation 300 feet and field has emergency night light¬ 
ing. If approach to area made at night turn on running lights when passing 
point DIAMOND. Y0NTAN is first strip south of point BGLC. For verification 
of approach procedure see tactical air force 10th ‘array CpMlan 1-45 Appendix 
ONE.' 

14 0833 CINCPAC to CINCBPF info CQMINCH . 

cIu^.mA fa> 

ro p\euer Following from BL0 ref RAMEY 122059. If you consider targets suitable suggest 
you might desire to propose to SACSZA the use of BOMAVENTURE XE craft 
against them. It is very doubtful if suitable targets will become available 
in area further to the northward. 
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13 1°40 CTF 51 to COj^THFLT (5TNFIT 142350 massed message to CINCPAC AD7 for Info ). 

14 2350 -- 

CINCkAC ADV 030518. Since current operation commenced 6 escort Vessels 
have been sunk due to enemy action. 22 have been so severely damaged 
that their return to duty in the near future is highly problematical. 16 
have been damaged to the extent that they require overhaull in forward 
area, -iany of the ships used for escort and screening duties are mine¬ 
sweepers and the less of the above ships has curtailed all but the more 
vital sweeping operations during the operations for the capture of IS 
SHIHA in order to provide necessary screen and fire support. Ify 020135 of 
March requested additional escort, vessels over and above those already 
assigned TF 51 as it was believed that an insufficient number had been 
assigned. The losses incurred to date have made this situation even more 
critical. Para. It is therefore recommended that Cincnac be requested to 
reconsider and that DesRon 2 remain with this force until replacements can 
be provided in this area, and that other steps be taken to provide an ade¬ 
quate number of screen and escort Vessels for Phases 1, 2 and 3 of the ICE¬ 
BERG Operation. 

14 2230 CI"0: AC ADY TC CC7IFTHFLT„CTF 51.CTF 56 . 


I am considering a request on the 20th AF to make a full out attack with 
1 ton bombs on the area in front of the 7th Div or other targets desig¬ 
nated by you. Addressees comment as soon as possible and include desired 
time if attack concurred in. 




15 0020 CINCPAC ADV TO COMINCH P!F0 CINCPOA ’EARL. C0>FOURTEEN . 

Request Under Secretary be informed relative to his 121600 that there exists 
a shortage of naval manpower afloat and in the forward areas and that Coml4 
has been ordered to make available for transfer all Naval personnel that 
can be spared. Under these circumstances it is not feasible to grant to 
Naval personnel liberty or leave of absence from their naval duties for 
the purpose of accenting employment with public transportation companies. 
Moreover as a matter of policy the Navy should not be maneuvered into the 
position of having manpower available to drive civilian buses while draft¬ 
ing additional manpower for naval purposes. 


15 0036 CINCPAC ADV HA to PEPCO’ '20THAF INFO 21 BCT'COil . 

Request you provide daily photo coverage of southern KYUSHU airfields. 
Plane counts on fields are of prime importance during this critical 
period to naval and Army forces engaged in OKINAWA Operation. 

15 0040 CINCPAC ADV to CON^IBSPAC.CONGBNFHFPAC INFO CO' r GSNAIAF.?PAC.CCPMJRPAC . 


The attention of addressees is invited to Cominch secret 3rd Endorsement 
serial 00666 of 16 March 1945. All personnel of air support control units 
including "Landing Force Air Support Control Units" vail be assigned to 
CASCO -iiibsPac. ComGenAirFMFPac report when para 3 of Cominch serial 00666 
has been complied with. This is also my action on ConC-enAirFMFPac 00851 
of 29 March 1945. 

15 0100 CO:'5THFLT TO CTP51.53 Info CINCPAC -PV H . 2853 

Ify- 100716 and 130141. Consider it highly important in view General situation 
that southern KYUSHU fields be hit at least by long range fighter sweep from 
TF 58 either today or early tomorrow. CTF 51 reduce requirements from TF 58 
to minimum for period, involved so that he may have more freedom o t action. 

CTF. 58 take action at his discretion with due consideration for situation on 

_ snot* _ ' _'_ 














(GOT ) ^ ^ 

15 0120 C0H5THFLT to CEICFAC ADV Info CTE 53. CTF 51 . 


My 130111, Believe concentration enemy ^lanes southern KYUSHU fields 
is very heavy. Mitscher may be able to hit them see my 150100. However 
it may not be practical or advisable for him to take action. Request in 
any case all available fighters TF 93 hit these fields earliest 'ossible 
tomorrow, 16th. Their crowded condition and lack of usual warning from car¬ 
rier strikes should Produce valuable results. Appreciate TF 93 is committed 
to important mission today but believe situation justifies exceptional ef¬ 
fort. If practicable Marine PBJs and 7th A? B-24s should also be used but 
not to delay action by fighters of TF 93 L^GUMCSE . 


15 0110 C INC PC A RDV TO DEPC0H20AF.CTF93 Info C01INCH.C0:i20AF 

ccmair no. ctf 51 . ctf 53 . 


. C0M5TIiFLT. CO,.IF,.D AREA 


As an emergency measure request strongest possible attack on enemy air con¬ 
centrations on southern KYUSHU fields on 16 April using forces you consider 
will be most effective. VMB 612 available to you. Advise your plans soon 
as practicable. 


15 0700 CTF 51 to C0U5THFLT Info CI’TCPAB BOTH, ALL ECH HOLDERS 5THFLT . 

Summary No. 29 as of 151200. The ground force situation on the south front 
remains as previously reported. 24th Corps continues its preparation for a 
sustained drive with emphasis on ammunition stockage. Late reports of yes¬ 
terday’s activities tell of 39 enemy killed in mopping up operations on 
the 7th Div front and an additional 17 enemy destroyed by raiding patrols 
sent forward to seal caves. During the night some infiltration occurred 
in the 7th Div 1 particularly the CF of 3-184th Inf where several jeeps 
were destroyed booby traps and mines laid in the area. In the ZA 96 th Div 
our artillery broke up 3 counter attacks in front of 2-38lst Inf at 1930 
2330 and 0430. 165 th Inf 27th Div relieved the 383rd Inf 96 th Div now in 
Corps Reserve as of 0940. Our artillery has been active in counter-battery 
neutralizing and destructive fires. Hostile artillery fire of various cali¬ 
bers was placed on the Cons front during the night with no damage reported. 
No other action has been reported from this Corps this morning! Very favor¬ 
able reports are being received from front line^ units on promptness and 
effectiveness of naval gunfire support used extensively in repulsing night 
counter-attacks. Activity in the 3rd PhibCorps is described as follows: 
Elements of the 429th and 22nd Marines of the 6th HarDiv are increasing 
their pressure on enemy groun previously reported in TA 9922 9923 0022 
meeting stiff resistance. No further report on this engagement. The 1st 
MarDiv this morning directed 1 Inf 3n Reinf by 1 p lat of tanks to vicinity 
of KATZ ADA TA 2722 to be attached to the 6th MarDiv. Other elements of the 
1st MarDiv continue vigorous ->atrolling within Div area. Previous renort of 
enemy small boats observed along northeastern coast of OKU. A ZA TA 4337 were 
were hit by air strike with destruction of 6 boats. They were found to be 
fishing boats and canoes. 3 Bns of FA 77th Div are being landed on N3E!A 
SIIIMA this morning for support of IE SHIMA operation schedule for 16 April. 
KEUFU SHIMA TA 6175B has been occupied by our troops. There is seme indi¬ 
cation that enemy counter attacks are being time with our flash RED alerts. 
;>ara. Naval operations consisted of gunfire support 3rdFhibCorps by 1 0BB 
3 DD 24th Corps by 1 033 1 CA 1 CL and 3 3D firing from west shore and 3 DD 
hmaanri m of 51.19 reinforcing from the east. General support steps of TG 
51.19 included 2 033 2 CA 2 CL 4 DD. In addition 2 DD harrassed IE ,_HIMA 
duri:r r the night in connection with activities of TG 51*21. NAG0 
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15 0700 CTF 51 SirTPARY !:C. 29 - CONTINUED . 

anchorage was subjected to artillery fire around 1935 last night requiring 
ships unloading to retire temporarily. No casualties reported ship casualty 
list includes 'TABASH rammed by unknown ship during smoke operation night 
of 12 April resulting in hole through plating starboard quarter 1 foot 
diameter 8 feet above waterline. HAZARD was attacked by hostile plane at 
1930 14 April which dropped torpedo to stem exploding at end of run. 

JEFFERS previously damaged by near miss again ready for duty. LCI(G) 81 at 
0800 ran aground on reef TA 6769 and was hauled clear by LCI 422 covered by 
SALT LAKE CITY" LUCS and aircraft of CA.SCU south. Minesweepers cleared area 
in G2 E of 128-11 to line 229 degrees tangent of NYT comer of island. Areas 
L8 and L9 swept with negative results. Routine channel and transport sweeps 
made. Requisite at 0832 sank object appearing to be floater type 88 mine 
in western edge transport area. COMOLLY reports destroying 1 mine while 
on hunterkiller mission yesterday. Position not reported. J W BITTER IN RP 1 
destroyed 1 floater. PCS(H) 1388 1396 1404 are engaged in hydro,graphic sur¬ 
vey in NAGAGUSUKU WAN. An LCI(M) of division 6 patrolling area between IE 
SHE/A and M0T0BU PENINSULA sighted 8 small boats in TA 9133 at 0245. Boats 
came out from shore 500 yards and retired under attack. Net at south entrance^ 
RETT0 dragged 1 mile out of position. Estimate 50$ protection afforded. Para. 
Air operations. Planes from CVEs of TG 52.1 and shore based aircraft of TG 
99*2 and fast carriers of TF 53 are furnishing direct air support to troops. 
TU 52.1.2 is striking SAIdSHIMA GUNT0. Search flights are in progress by 
FBI's from KERAMA. At 0410 search plane made definite radar contact on sub 
in latitude 28-40 Long 129-45. During lr April search flights observed 
many small merchant vessels vicinity YAKA SHE.IA. Strafed 1 and left 
burning. 5 DD sighted off CHINA coast at 1330 14 April in Lat 29-51 
Long 123-02 and 2 more DD at 1525 in Lat 31-50 Long 126-16. Latter 
covered by 2 Betties. Routine ASP flown by PBMs from KERAMA. TG 99.2 
furnished cart of night CAP for 1st time night 14-15 April. At 1905 
14 April 2 F4Us on radar picket CAP shot dovm 1 Judy 20 miles E URAN 
SHIMA. At 1930 14 April Oscar which was reported in suicide attack on 
NEW YORK previously dropped bomb near HUTCHINS. ST LOUIS at 1334 on 
13th shot down 1 Val not previously reported. TAF on 13th lost 2 planes and 
1 oilot killed operationally. This morning at dawn a Dumbo PBM rescued 
pilot from TU 52.1.2 who went dovm 2 miles south of ISHIGAKI afternoon 14th. 
Plane remained on station for further call during TU 52.1.2 strikes in that 
area. YONTAN field now conforms to left base air traffic pattern. 

15 1310 CTF 51 to C0M5THFLT Info CINCPAC BOTH. ECU HOLDERS 5THFI.T . 

Summary No. 30 as of 151300. 10th Army reports no changes 24th Corps front 
lines today. 27th InfDiv assumed resoonsibility as of 0900 today of that 
mart of front occupied by 2nd and 3rd Bns 106th Inf from TA 3077k to west, 
coast, At 0900 tomorrow 105th Inf will relieve 381st Inf to take over their 
zone. 27th InfDiv had little activity today. 7th Div reports no enemy ar¬ 
tillery activity in its zone since early morning. Patrols from 134th Inf 


cenetrated hostile territory for about 200 yards killing 24 enemy in 3 caves. 
Small enemy groums have been observed throughout the day along the Div 
front. Within the 96 th Div ZA several hostile attempts were made to drive 
in forward elements .and infiltrate but these were repulsed. Some a^illery 
fell in 381st Inf area this afternoon. Little reports as to activities of 
3rd 'hibCorps. Fragmentary reports from 4th Marines on NCTC3U PENINSULA 
indicate attack against enemy stron ; eoint previously reported centered 
in TA 9922 9923 and 9924 was progressing satisfactorily agai nst heavy re- 
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15 1310 CTF 51 Sin ..-Try No. 30 - Continued 

hostile fire from any source iOth Army intelligence reports list 9103 
enemy dead as of 132400 with 391 0 ". i s 153 °f whom are questionable civilians 
and 30 labor troops. Fara. Naval ooerations consisted of gunfire support 
by 1 OBI! 4 DD to 3rd?hibCorps of which 2 DD supported §1.21 in its bombard¬ 
ment of IB SHTJA. Fire support missions were fired by 1 0BB 1 CA 1 CL 3 DD 

for 24th Corps plus additional support frcei 2 OBB 1 CL 2 DD from 51.19. 
General support by §1.19 in addition to the above listed ships included 1 CA 
.1 CL 5 DD. 1 DD covered minesweepers in area G2. TEXAS reports 14 direct 
hits destroying 5 caves during yesterdays bombardment of IE SHE.LA.. 3 ammo 

dunes exploded in TA 3S83LV and destroyed entire area which included active 

AAA small caliber guns. UDTs completed reconnaissance IB SHE LA beaches with¬ 
out enemy opposition. CROSLBY with UDT 17 conducted reconnaissance in TA 
354S 3549 3651 and GREEN 2 BRCBTT E3. At 1348 GUM sighted -periscope close 
to fomation 26-32N 130-35B 150 miles E of BOLO. Destroyer failed to make 
contact and search was abandoned because of air attack. Air coverage of area 
was maintained until sunset. Results negative. HORRISON sank 1 enemy mine 
position 26-12 N 126-2$ E. Estimate 10 days required to replace south net 
KERAMA RETTO. ICS 37 was hit by enemy small arms fire off south OKINAWA this 
morning. Details not known but ship is operating. Para. Direct air support 
of troops was furnished throughout the day by CVEs of TG 52.1 fast carriers 
of TF 58 and si ore based aircraft of TG 99.2. Reconnaissance strike 14 April 
by 52.1 show YSHEM4 TORN burned by Naoalm. Cn 14 Avtil TU 52.1.2 hit I3HIGAKI 
and LiYAKO. Reports destroying ol-nes on field bombed runways revetments 
and AA positions. Enemy airfields still operational. This TU is again strikin 
SAKE5HIMA today with no reports yet received. A special strike by exC.AP 
was .made by YORAH SHBIA at 1500 vdth results unreported. Routine ASP was 
flown by FBMs throughout d^y. Rescues were made by PBN Dumbo who rescued 
1 pilot from KLCASSAR STRAIT at 0620 vriith a 2nd rescue of pilot from PETRCFF 
BAY at 0920 15 miles N of TARAWA SHELL. .Another PETROFF BAY pilot rescued 
during afternoon by relief Dulnbo PBI.I of TU 52.1.2. Another Dumbo FBM on 
station off KYUSHU vdth TF 58 rescued pilot late this afternoon. DDT was 
sprayed by carrier planes on 14 and 15 April. TJe have bean under air attack 
since 1830. At 1840 6 planes approached from north over YY.'.j LAGCZ and at¬ 
tacked airfield damaging several planes wounding a few .LVYFILIDUL SXVFKI shot 
down by F4U. 2 Oscars by ships in transport area. 1 by shore AAA. At 1900 
1 Val shot down by C,AP 60 miles bearing 070 from ZALIPA. 1902 1 Val by V/ICKES 
60 miles bearing 070 from ZA1IPA. 1936 1 by ED77ARDS 35 miles bearing 050 
from ZAJPA. At 2 Jk'KK 3B PVB HOBSON in radar picket station 14 reported being 
under attack. Para. ’.leather clear. Visibility over 10 miles. Temperature 
average 69 degrees. Smooth sea. No swell or surf, ’find easterly 10 to 14 
knot s. 






15 0806 CBJCPRC ADV TO CO’T’CH INFO CETCL.LNT. CII’CRLC MARL . 

Battle damage has so far diminished destroyer force by more than 40 ships 
during current operation. Ships assigned PacFlt by UrDis 222312 Dec may re¬ 
quire extensive availability as in case of 6 weeks granted SHU3RICK (DD 639)• 
In view of above recommend SATTERLEE (DD 626) and HERNDON (DD 638 ) be sailed 
to Pacific without awaiting relief. If approved MCCALL (DD 400) and MAURY 
(DD 401) will be sailed when SATTERLEE and HERNDON arrive PEARL. 

15 0313 CDJCPAC MV TO CC~ GZHTT.PAC E’FO CINCPOR T ". LRL . 

Rear Ech 1st NarDiv should be disembarked KAPAI CAMP. Reparation of camp 
other than tiiat necessary for Rear Ech should be discontinued. UrDis 140305. 
Rear Ech 1st ’’arDiv should be planned to be echeloned into ADJUTANT 
ing not sooner than 3rd Cch. cOO 
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15 141S CO 7 YFIFTHELT ro CI T :C?AC; ADV E70 CTF9T.CTG93./';.QTE58.CTF51 . 

CTG 93*4 150957. Regret landing Large number his fighters OKINAWA tomorrow 
afternoon undesirable due to crowded conditions of fields, orobable f ull 
out operations during afternoon of ' larine fighters based there and imprac¬ 
ticability during expected enemy air attacks of bringing in large number 
unfamiliar planes in safety from AA in immediate vicinity afloat and ashore. 

15 2027 CTF 53 to CCK5THFLT Info CITICPAC ADV . 

From sunset 12 April thru early evening 14th destroyed total 71 airborne 
enemy aircraft including suicider that crashed SIGS33E (DD 502). Above 
total includes 1 Myrt Previously reported and 3 planes reported in CTG 58.2 
dispatch 141454. In audition to air support OKI!!ALA and damage previously 
reported strafed rocketed and set fire to nangar and buildings at INUJO on 
TANEGA SH3HA and to buildings at both airfields and in villages on KIKAI. 

On 15 April OKHIAAA support missions burned truck and tank and destroyed 
buildings and carried out attacks on caves and gun positions as directed. 
Sweeps to KIKAI and T0KUN0 found no operational planes but started 2 large 
fires Truth apparent explosions from gasoline or ammunition in woods adjoin¬ 
ing KIKAI airfield. Flash reports of fighter sweep to KANOYA KANOYA LAST and 
KUSHIRA show 31 planes shot down and many destroyed and damaged on the ground 
strafed rocketed and bombed hangars and buildings at all 3 fields starting 
fires. 

16 0015 CTF- 51 to CC..I5Ti:FLT I n fo CLKT'AC BOTH , All CTF 7 CTG 5THFLT . 

Bumerous enemy plane group in vicinity since 0740. Have splashed 18 planes. 
LAFFEY and LCS 116 hit. Para. Landed 13 SHE.IA 0800 light opposition. 

15 2357 CQM5THFLT TO CIHCPAC ADV INFO CTF 51. CTF 56 . 

Your I/ 1223 O. Negative at this time. Recommend entire effort 20th AF be used 
in obliteration attacks on major KYUSHU fields until present situation is 
brought under reasonable control. V/hen this is accomplished delivery of 
1 ton boobs at OKINAWA Trill be in order. 

16 0205 CTF 51 to C0:'5T;:FLT Info CHIC ALT, ?FC A TOO 5THFLV . 

Flash summary enemy air attacks morning l6th. Estimated 100 olanes in 10 
raids all approached from north. 1st attack 0742 last attack 1027. Ceiling 
■and visibility unlimited. Planes shot dorm 37 by CAP including 1 Betty 
which approached to within 3 miles of transport area. 15 by ships. 10 
suicide hits. Total enemy destroyed 62. Shins hit by suiciders. PRINGLE sunk. 
LAFFEY HOBSON BRYANT 30 "HRS HARDING Cl 407 LCS 51 ICS 116 possibly sunk. 
Condition LAFFEY not known. Para. Foregoing based on fragmentary report. 

16 0251 CINCPOA ADV TO CINCAF°\C INFO CO! INCH, C 0- S US AT ?. CO'GENPOA. CO LOPAC. CGTEI! 

The 81st Div nor at HJY CALEDONIA in area reserve for OKENAY/A operation can 
be released immedirtely to your complete control. Assault shipping is present 
adequate to move it unit loaded to the PHILIPPI! 5S if you so desire and so 
doing would expedite release of other resources in SoPac. If you concur re- 
mest you designat^&estination. 
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15 1040 COETIBSPAC TO 3INCPAC BOTH INFO CG: r 3RDFLT.CGH5THFLT.CG 'SER7AAC. COEBRDA'Hig . 

adco: vips : ac. ctg 51.6 


In order to provide for continuing and progressive policy, methods and 
equipment for salvage and urgent repair during amphibious operations it is 
recommended that there be established under the administrative command of 
ComSewPac a nev; squadron entitled "Amphibious Salvage and Repair Squadron" 
for assignment in whole or part to the operational command of commanders 
of Joint Expeditionary Forces during amphibious attacks. Para. This squadron 
would have permanently assigned to it vessels especially equipped for am¬ 
phibious salvage and repair such as .LIB, APS, ATF, ATR, electronic and 
radio repair ships* Salvage and fire fighting LCI. Salvage LoTs car rang 
salvage LCTs and warping tugs. At least 2 ARDs carrying warping tugs. PCE(R), 
and other vessels not especially equipped such as at least 1 AR or AD. 

To these would be added for particular operations additional vessels and 
boats from ServPac and PhibsPac. Para. Also propose that this squadron be 
commanded by a Commodore embarked in a small AGO. The commander should 
have an adequate operational, salvage, maintenance and administrators 
staff. Assigned also should be at least 3 salvage unit commanders embarked 
in LC(FF) with small operating and salvage staffs to permit supervision 
of salvage operations in several ^reas or subareas. Para. Salvage and 
repair squadron facilities would be available as practicable for tovring 
and salvage work for other fleet forces in combat area, and for assistance 
in salvage of boats beyond capabilities of beach party salvage units, iara. 
Recommended for command of this squadron is Captain Curtis. 

16 0252 CI'iCPOA ADV TC CCEOaTPOA E' V C CGFS UGAATf, CL ALT'. CIACS'E A.CIPCFOA PEARL . 

Para 1. Pursuant to the directive of JCS 032140 with the Army forces and 
resources under your command report by dispatch to Cl CAF’V.C for purposes 
of Army administration. Para 2. For the present the Army forces now under 
the operational control of CINCFOA will remain under his operational con¬ 
trol excent as may have been or may in the future be directed by the JCS. 

It is requested that you furnish as soon a.s possible a list of the units 
which you consider necessary for the functioning and defense of the Hawai¬ 
ian pepap+.mppt.^ TPte' f wtirpwy a list of the units na.. T in the Hawaiian Department 
which are not so needed and lists of the Arny units now in the AA.:A LLS, 
MARIANAS, CAROLINES, and the South Pacific with the dates when they can be 
released to the operational control of CINCAFPAC as no longer essential to 
the functioning or defense of those subareas. Para 3. You are authorized 
to proceed and report in person to CINCAFPAC and it is requested that you 
ascertain his desires in this regard. 

16 0800 CTF 51 to C0H5THFLT Info CINCPAC BOTH HA, 5THFLT . 

Summary No. 31 as of 161200. Elements of the 77th Div under CTO 51.21 sup¬ 
ported by naval g unfire and air bombardment Landed on IE SHTLl with 2 ACTs 
abreast on CREEN~T1 and RED T1 and T2 beaches at 0800 with NSBFX . Light 
enemy reaction reported. The landing is being supported by 77th Div artil¬ 
lery previously emplaced on HENNA SHE Li. and by Carrier air and NGF. By 0906 
troons had landed on all beaches and moved 500 yards inland. At 1030 ACT^ 

305 on the right reported meeting opposition in its front from AI direction 
of GUSUGU V;aHA TA 8733. By 1130 troops of ACT 306 had reached the North- 
South strip of the airfield and TCT 305 had reached the line TA S533T . 
86327. Both ACTs are attacking to the east. 24-th Corps continues iMnfeCTsa 
its preparation for strong offensive tentatively scheduled 19 April. 

2858 


- Continued - 


















AT-7JL CGCtT 


a ^ 


16 0300 CTF 51 SUMMARY IIUIIB7IR 31 - CONTINUED . 

Coordinated with it -.'.dll be a landing demonstration SE OKINAWA. 

There was little enemy activity on OKINAWA ?K<L PJDCFPF period. Enemy 
appears to be waiting for our intended attack. Enemy artillery and mortar 
positions were heavily hit by our naval gunfire air strikes and artillery 
throughout the day of 15 April. 24th Corps ->lans for the day called for 
extensive reconnaissance of enemy positions to the front of the 7th Div 
while the 27th Div completes relief of 381st Inf of the 96 th Div and assumes 
responsibility for new ZA on Corps right (west flank) 96 th Div is regrouping 
within its new ZA abreast end to the east of the 27th Div. 3rdPhibCorps 
reports that the 4th and 29th Marines continued their attack on MOTOBU 
PENINSULA ’which has slowed down by necessity searching out enemy in many 
ravines and caves. 22nd Marines are consolidating their positions and patrol¬ 
ling the northern end of the island. TAF ashore completed 5 missions total¬ 
ling 73 olanes in support of the 24th Corps yesterday. Numerous targets 
were damaged or destroyed including 2 locomotoves fired. Enemy AA reported 
light meager and inaccurate. Both TONTAN and KADETIA fields were b nbed 
and strafed during night alert 15 April. There was no damage to KADENA 
field but 4 VFs were damaged and 1 VF shot dorm by ovm AAA. On YONTAN field 

2 night fighters and 10 Corsairs were damaged by our AAA ashore and afloat. 

10 to 12 bombs dropped SE corner of field damaging 4 aircraft three "flA. 

At 0315 this morning enery artillery shelled KADENA field resulting in 3 
aircraft destroyed others damaged but repairable. Small arms ammunition 
dump was hit 1 KIA 3 MIA. 420th FA emplaced on KSISE SHIMA was again the 
target of hostile artillery fire on 15 April. No damage sustained. Para. 

Naval gunfire support was provided 3rd FhibCorps by 1 03B 2 DD 24th Corps 
was reinforced by the fires of 1 CL 2 DD of 51.19 firing from the east and 

3 OBB 1 CA 3 DD of TF 54 from the ’west. 2 OBB 4 Cruisers 7 DD Provided NO 1 
support for IE SHIMA landing. 1 DD engaged in illumination and harrassing 
fires along southwest coast to prevent suicide boat activity. 1 CA and 1 DD 
operating off NAHA last night were credited with silencing battery that 
shelled KEISE SHIMA during the day good effect was secured on mechanized 
equipment troop concentrations gun emplacements and fuel dumps in the CTF 55 
area. 3rdPhibCorps reports deep sunoort missions fired by ships under CTF 53 
were effective. CTG 51.19 reports that shiis gunfire under his direction 
destroyed boat revetments several blockhouses and Pillboxes camouflaged 
buildings and motor vehicles. Suicide bo' ts were active in areas 103 and 
105 during the night. LCI(M) 659 reported destroying 1 boat 8 miles off 
shore in area 103 at 2340. At 0215 YUS 331 opened fire on suicide boat 
which dropped charge astern. YMS suffered steering casualty. Continued 
search but boat escaped. At 0240 LCI(M) 659 contacted another suicide 

boat which retired at higji sneed. BARTON in station 105 took suicide boat 
under fire but failed to destroy. Minesweeping has been completed in 
'AGAGUSUKU WAN insofar as -ossible with YMS. Area G2 east of 123-11 and 
2000 yards of northern end of HI swept on 15 April. Routine channel and 
transport area sweeps were made. C.275C T CITY and PI 1.1'EY h°ve proved more 
convenient for evacuation from shore than hospital ships and are being 
retained here for tiiis use for the time being. CRESCENT CIT ' off HAGUSIH 
beaches. -IN'TY at KERIM. 7,CM 15 which broached in reef is nccw considered 
to be a total operational loss. During air attack evening 15 April E T 
GRIFFIN in position 250 degrees 9 ''Il'l F.ICYF BOLD reports enemy plane 
drooped bomb exploding 100 yards astern. No damage to ship. Ships departing 
today for ULITHI are: 1 LC(FF) 26 LSTs 2 PC and the following damaged 1 DD 
1 DE 1 DM 3 AM. to . : > A . 1 AP 7 AKA 2 LSV 2 DE 4 AE). Para. 
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16 0800 CTF 31 SUIfliARY NUMBER 31 - CONTINUED . 


Here is another page for the book in which we pay tribute to gallant 
ships. This morning many enemy planes concentrated against the LAFFEY 
in radar picket station 1. The enemy was attacked try all the VF we could 
get there and suffered heavy loss from the CAP but for 2 hours the LAFFEY 
was under continuous attack. She shot down 6 Vais, was struck by 2 bombs 
TJ T?IA A suicide planes, and is now on the way to KERAHA KETTO at 20 
knots speed. Para. Naval air arm carried out direct support to troops with 
planes from CVSs of TG 52.1 and fast carriers of TF 53. DLSST L strikes 
supporting the landing HARD RV ID YTTDFJDSCORS J.:7 7 : 3S rockets and 
Napalm. Search flights were made by PBMs from KSRAMA and reported at 0500 
that many enemy Planes headed south were sighted in Lat 27-13 Long 129-50* 

At 0810 reported sighting 2 Val XIVSgJL^IRSLAPG from 28-01 128-25. At 0905 
small oatrol vessel was sighted Lat 32-45 Long 128-10. Ship AKAKKED and 
damaged. ASP UH0KC7 was flown by PBHs from KERAMA. TULAGI relieved AHZI0 
in special ASH patrols in shipping lanes to southeast of OKINAWA. Hostile 
air attack occurred from 1800 to 2200 15 April with planes approaching from 
north in several raids. Planes destroyed in addition to those mentioned in 
previous summary: 4 Tonys 1 Zeke by CAP from TG 99*2. AA on OKINAWA shot 
down 1 Hamn 3 Oscars 2 Bettys 1 Zeke 1 Helen. This morning from 0742 to 
1027 area was again under attack by estimated 100 planes which approached 
from north in 10 groups. 37 shot down by CAP. 15 by AA. 13 suicide hits. 
Shins hit by suiciders: PRINGLE (SUNK) LAFFEY HOBSON BRYANT BOYERS HARDING 
LCS 116 LCI 407 LCS 51, y 0 re later v.'hen all reports are in. The following 
rescues were made: 1 Dumbo FBI! landed at 1925 15 April near ‘.7ACKES 53 miles 
bearing 070 from ZAMPA due to engine trouble. This plane had previously 
rescued 2 survivors 1 from BENNINGTON 1 from BELLEAU CDS during day. At 
O 63 O plane took off returned safely to base. MCCLELLAND rescued BUNKER 
HILL F4U pilot 28 miles bearing 030 from ZAMPA at 1016 1 PBM Dumbo is with 
TF 53 near KYUSHU. Enemy planes reported on NAHA Field by YUS 360 were taken 
under fire by SHANNON at 1815 15 April. 1 Betty and 1 fighter wrecked. 

LCI 407 reported planes took off from plateau of TAKE BAHAAS during night, 

16 0834 C0U5THFLT TO CINCPAC ADV INFO CTF 51 . 

Your 130229. Made inspection ashore on 14th and discussed situation with 
responsible officers. YOYTAN field is in fair shape for all weather opera¬ 
tion and being improved rapidly. KADENA requires blanket of coral for wet 
weather operation but coral pits are 4 miles away. Construction personnel 
on fields was to have been increased yesterday. Commodore Bissett states 
ROYU for airfield No. 1 available SV7 of base development plan location. 

Also additional site for fighter field exists on N7J comer MGTCBU 'ENINSULA. 
Some increase in numbers of pianos operatin'* from YONTAN will probably be 
possible in near future. Major increase OKINAWA will not come until IE 
SHIMA fields are activated. Development ashore has been handicapped by- 
rough seas slowing unloading and by rains making roads bad for moving cargo 
to storage dumps*. Improvement of roads th rough out island will depend upon 
availability of suitable coral which is not found everywhere as in MARIANAS* 
Construction of new airfields .111 probably be slaver than heretofore be¬ 
cause rolling character of terrain and need to haul coral considerable dis¬ 
tance s. Unable to locate Painter while ashore. 
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16 0347 C0H5THFLT TO CIHCPAC ADV INFO CTF 51. CTF 53 . 

Scale and effectiveness of enemy mass suicide air attacks and rate of ship 
loss and damage are such that we must use all available means to prevent 
further attacks. Recommend raaximun and continued use of EYO and MARIANAS 
based planes, latter staging through T.'.’O as necessary to prevent enemy's 
use of KYUSHU fields. Also to hit assembly fields feeding attack units 
into KYUSHU. This recommendation means all t pes of bombers and long range 
fighters. Para. Local air situation vri.ll not improve greatly until we have 
rebuilt and activated fields on IS SHU.Li. All of our carriers have been 
carrying a heavy load and must continue to do so. When 24th Corps takes of¬ 
fensive on 19th demands on carrier air will probably increase. Retirement 
to LEYTE after tomorrow of TF 57 will further increase their load. Con¬ 
tinued and heavier strikes by So’.JesPac air on FORMOSA fields are also re¬ 
quired. Para, ~Ie have a firm grip on a most valuable Japanese possession 
and must expect continuance of strongest enemy reaction until as a result 
of fighting ashore loss of OKINAWA can no longer be questioned. I wish 
to do everything possible to insure that preventable losses and damage to 
fleet units do not slow tempo of our future operations. 

16 0945 CTF 51 to TF 51 Info ALL TFC & TCC 5THFLT. CINCPAC BOTH Hi . 

This dispatch is for the ourpose of giving special honor to the shins 
who are and have been on radar picket duty. DD types DEs LSMs and LCS 
typ'es are all on this distant guard whose work is doing so much to help 
our troops make this ooeration a success. We are very proud of the magnifi¬ 
cent courage and effectiveness with which these vessels have discharged 
their difficult and hazardous tasks. Para. Pass this on to captains whose 
shins have been sunk in this service. Para. Lt. Gen Buckner joins VAdra 
Turner in this tribute. 


16 1245 CTHCPOA iDV TO C0:TIFTIFLT INFO CO’'GET TACTICAL Al t FORCE. lOTII AIT?. CTF 51 

C0"0EN 10. CCHAIPMAC. CO'L'JAFIT’FAC. COHSlPfllCSUPCC:'FORD . 

Unless otherwise advised Cincpoa will assume that Marine Air Groups es¬ 
tablished on shore in RYUKYUS have all the replacement tlot s and aircraft 
that can be advantageously employed with airfield facilities oresently 
; available. 

16 1247 CIHCPAC ADV TO CIHCS7PA INTO C - !GEHFZAF. CO' '5THFLT. CTF 51. CTF 53 . 

After TF 57 strikes northern FORMOSA on 17th request FZAF neutralize all 
of FORMOSA as effectively as practicable. 

16 1410 COM^ V. 10 TC CTF 50. CT? 51 Irrfo CTG 56. 3. CMC 53.C rn ?55.CT? 94. HEUCOOLP 

(DD500) .COCGfHm.CLJCPOA BOTH.COMO OIF CFPAS.CCTS ■ M.V AC,CO PTM:\CSAA?P0A 

ISCOM OKI.:A..'A. CO TAP. CASCU 3.CG 81STDIV CP.C^G 00.3.003 ' n HIPCO.APS. 

10th Army closes USS• EIO0P.'D0 181200 I—(9) and opens OIONA.'A at target 
grid 8687 '7 same time. 
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16 1415 eg? 51 to ca'iWUFLT Info Cr’CPAC 3CTK. 5TH7I.T . 

Summary No. 32 as of 161800. The airfield on IS SHESA has been captured. 

By 1730 o\ir troops had secured most of the island west of grid 987. After 
initial landings the advance eastward was net by scattered light resistance. 
Machine gun fire and sniner fire was received from caves in TA 8532AGM which 
temporarily delayed advance but was quickly silenced. An enemy AA gun was 
later daptured in this same area. I lines were encountered on entire ri iMit wrari 
GREEK T1 beach. A concentration of mines was discovered around the airfield. 
It is reported that the enemy has withdrawn for a final stand to pinnacle 
in TA 8733 where numerous caves and defensive installations exist. Fire 
from this area this afternoon knocked out 3 of our tanks. Support aircraft 
made numerous strikes with bombs and rockets on this area together with 
concentrations by field artillery on HENNA SHH.IA. Results of these strikes 
are unreported. Cur casualties light. Nothing to report from 24th Corps 
front. Little activity lias been reported by the 3rdFhibCorps. RCT 4 and 
ECT 29 were indicated to have attacked as scheduled this morning. BLT 22 
moved to TA 0119F under 6 th MarDiv control and attacked north on the line 
TA 0022FJ to 0122B. 1 Bn of the 29th Marines is attacking from the west 
against the center of resistance in TA 9923* Heavy resistance was reported 
by RCT 4 which is attacking eastward against this same strong point. Re¬ 
port as of 1750 shows the 4th Marines on the general line: TA 9825L,9925S 
9924J 93247/ 9323? 9922V 9720F. The 3rdPhibCorps is establishing an AVS 
fighter director station at the northern tip of OKINAWA. Para. Naval activi¬ 
ties for the day include gunfire support to landing on IE SHIMA by 2 OBB 
2 CA 2 CL and 7 DD. Call fires were furnished the 3rdFhibCorps by 1 OBB 
2 DD and to 24th Corps by 1 01B 2 CA 3 DD. In a dition 2 OBB 1 CA 2 DD 
TG 51.19 furnished support from the e stem side. Gemral support was given 
by 1 CL and 4 DD from 51.19. TALTGA was hit by suicide plane at 0845 this 
morning 6 miles S AT/ARE SAKE but proceeded in convoy. 3 ’flA 1 MIA. MORRISON 
enroute RP 10 took under fire many single bogies enroute OKINAWA or return¬ 
ing FORMOSA. MORRISON also reports destruction of 2nd enemy mine position 
26-13 N 126-23 E. MASSEY and FULLMAN exploded 1 floating mine each at 
O 65 O today position 25-09 N 127-35 E. Also sighted derelict LCI 15 April 
position 25 -O 3 N 128-38 E. YANCEY sank homed mine on 13 April in position 
25-03 N 128-51 E. STRATEGY at 1230 had possible sonar contact bearing 276 
7.5 miles from B0L0. Made hedgehog attack 1255. Negative results. Further 
details on action of morning 15 April: HOBSON in RP 14 hit by suicide 
plane about 0923. Returned, to transport area under own power about 1530 
maneuvering with difficulty. J !7 DITTER escorted HOBSON, H03S0N has 136 
survivors from PRINGLE. PRINGLE was sunk after hit by suicide plane about 
0943. Captain 8 officers 77 men aboard PCS 34. BRYANT in RP 2 at 0929 while 
proceeding to aid LAFEY hit by suicide olane in main radar room. Radar 
and communications out. Returned to transport area at high speed with casual¬ 
ties. PCS(R) 851 sent to aid BRYANT. BORERS at 0955 was hit by suicide plane 
while in station D42 bearing 350 20 miles from BOLO. 7/as able to proceed 
transport area. S’.REARER .after assisting BCOERS extinguished fire took 55 
wounded from BORERS assisted by C0NU0LY his transferrin them to HOPS about 
1400 . SHANNOC continued further search of area for survivors with negative 
results. LCI 407 reported hit by suicide alane at 1002 in station 136 
entrance NAEAGUSUKU .RAN. Received 4 foot hole above waterline. Forward 40ram 
gun out. No casualties. Remained on station. LCS 51 in RP 1 hit by suicide 
plane about 0945. Suffered engine casualty and cannot back. ETth hole in 
port side above waterline proceeded to transport area. Has some casualties 
aboard LAFFEY. LCS 116 in RP 1 hit by suicide plane and badly damaged. LCS 
32 took her in tow. Later assistance was required and LSI: sent to aid about 
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16 1415 CTF 51 SUMMARY HUEER 32 CONTEXT E. 

1515. Proceeded to transport area. HARDING hit by suicide plane about 1030 
while enroute station RP 34. Plane liit near No 1 stack. Much damage forward 
with magazines flooded. Bulkheads shored. Reported qt 1107 she was able to 
make 5 knots. BUTLER standing by and TEKESTA sent to aid. HARDING a rrived 
KERAKA RETTO I 63 O. SHEA in position 326 19 miles from BOLG was under attack 
by many planes at 0950. VJitliin 10 minutes she shot down 6 planes with 1 ad¬ 
ditional jointly with HARDING. Reports she did not see any planes getting 
away. Para. Air support for the day was furnished by planes from TG 52.1 
fast carriers of TF 53 and shore based air of TG 99.2. Reports of strike 
on ISHIGAKI on 15 April by TU 52.1.2 now show 3 hostile planes shot down 
and airfields strafed bombed and rocketted. Search flights were made by 
FBMs from KERAMA base and at 1130 1 of our FBI Is in 33-40 N 128-07 E shot 
down 1 Jake. Routine ASP was flown by FBMs. Shins which shot down planes 
in air attack this morning and not yet reported: TEXAS 1 Kate at 0946, 

SHEA 1 Kate 4 Oscars 1 Nate at 0905. SHEA and HARDING Jointly 1 Nate. 

LAFFEY 6 plus 4 suiciders. LCS 51 4 Vais 1 Zeke. HALL 1 Zeke* BEAL 2 Vais 
and 1 suicide miss. This raises total enemy planes shot dovm by ships to 33. 
Suicide hits to 12. Grand total 87. Our plane losses consisted of 1 ST 
LOUIS SC-1 capsized while being recovered and sunk. Rescue was made by 
I.ICCLSLLAN of 1 BUNKER HILL F4U pilot who was shot down by friendly .Li dur¬ 
ing morning attack. '.00173 rescued 1 TG 99.2 oilot and an unknown LCS res¬ 
cued 1 during the morning. Dumbo PBM rescued pilot from TF 53 from mouth 
of KAGO SHEA BAY, in south KYUSHU. On way back this plane rescued 3 sur¬ 
vivors of a B-25 15 miles south of KIKAI SHEA. Aerial observation of TAKE 
SANA RE SHEA during afternoon failed to reveal an airfield or any militarjr 
activity in spite of earlier surface report of nlanes taking off from there* 
There were no air raids in this area this afternoon. Para. "leather has 
been clear. Tennerature average 75 degrees. Visibility 8 to 10 miles. Wind 
northerly 7 knots. Smooth sea. No swell or surf. End of summary. 

16 1250 COMPHIBSFAC to CINCPAC ADV INFO CINCPAC HSARL.C0MSERV r AC.COMDESPAC.CO'AIRPAC 

.-JXIO:IFHIBSPAC.CO!I5THFLT.COI13RDFLT.C0II3-ff>PHID.CO'lYIIBGROUP TAP . 

Radar pickets and fighter director ships plus large CAP have so far pre¬ 
vented serious losses in large shins and troops 0KENAVA Area. Losses in de¬ 
stroyer types have been heavy since they have taken the full weight of sui¬ 
cide air attacks. Additional radar pickets will be needed for Phase 3 and 
future operations. Recomend highest priority action to provide (A) 20 
snecial fighter director ships using /II LSI or ICS hulls mounting air and 
surface search radars with good CIC and -powerful communications and maxi¬ 
mum 40mm. director controlled AA plus 20mm AA. (B) That plans for future 
landings include placing well trained efficient combat loaded search radar 
and fighter director teams and equipment with AA batteries and ^protective 
troops on outlying islands before or immediately after main assault in 
order reduce number and exposure of wicket shins. 

16 2143 CO'IAAFSAPA to COriF 5 .COMJa 3 .CTF 73.V. r 0C -AA? eg:-AND INFO CIHCff./PA.CINCPOAADV 

AX 75415. Many recent reports have reached this Hed of continued attacks by 
U.S. aircraft on friendly Lifeguard subs. Some planes have made hostile pas¬ 
ses and offensive approaches, leaving submarine no alternative but to crash 
dive or fire on approaching plane. These instances indicate careless briefing 
improper identification and inattention to recognition procedures. Direct 
that positive action be taken in all echelons of command to impress nilots 
-with the s riousness of this problem and to prevent the -possibility that fu¬ 
ture instances might occur involving aircraft within your commands. Action 

_ addees acknowledge, _ cODO | 














16 2251 CINCPOA ADV TO CO- '5THFT.T.CQ: tGEN .'1? TA." T ? .•PARZASNFO I..0CN TO. CC 'AIR T .'C 

CCTFAIY/ING 1. CIUCOA EARL. CC'MIRPAC. 




The follovdng regrouping of air forces will take elace effective 212400 
IC—9)• (A) In view increased offensive end decreased defensive requirements 
at r:0 Brig. Gen. Moore with 7th Fighter Command Headquarters and 21st 15th 
and 506th Fighter Groups pass to operational control of CTF 93 but will re¬ 
port to IsCom r.70 for additional duty as CoraAir 10 and for defensive em¬ 
placement. (B) Units of Fair’./ing 1 engaged in search operations from the 
MARIANAS CAROLINES and 1.70 pass to the operational control of CTF 94. 

(C) VMB 612 and VMTB 242 remain under CTF 94. 

16 0755 CINCBPF to IRITIoU LIAIACK AFP 71A CINCPAC AD7 INFO COLJNCII, 



O 


o 


o 





Your 140833 such an operation would have to be carried out by British Pacific 
Fleet submarines operating under CTF 71 from Pacific base since approach 
from westward not feasible and SACSSA will have no suitable submarines 
for towing. Para 2. Present targets are not considered to be sufficiently 
worth while as targets in naval base area are inaccessible. 

16 2355 comgiipoa TO cincafpac LIFO y.PSCA. CINCPAC BOTH HI . 

RJ 59885. Pursuant to the directive contained in Cincpac Adv Hq dis 160252 
April 1945, I, with the Army forces and resources under my command, report 
CINCAFPAC for pusposes of Army administration pursuant to your desires I 
will report to you at MANILA in oerson on or about 20 April 1945 your date. 

17 0104 CO:IAIRPAC3U3C0?TOAD TO CGAAF10THARMY INFO CINCPOA A’V.COH5THFLT.CTF51 . 

CC:' .I.RTAC, CC'TP T lOTNATM, CTU 99.3.3. CCFVPAR~A, NAB ORCTS. 

ReTJr 130515, 160610. Ferry flights to you as follows. 18 Aoril 5 F4U-1C 
and 7 F4U01D. 19 April 2 F4U-1C, 2 F6F-5 and 2 F4U-1D. Fropose to maintain 
squadrons at authorized complement plus pool of 10 Corsairs in area for 
immediate replacements. Request you advise additional aircraft required on 
this basis. 

17 0520 CTF 51 to CTF 54 Info T7 51. C m 0 51.5 . 

Possibility of energy TF of unknovm composition arriving OKINAWA area during 
night of 17-18 April. See ComSubPac 162222. CTF 54 in TENNESSEE with NET7 

Mexico, lest Virginia, salt lake city, san francisco, Birmingham, st louis, 

HALL, HUTCHINS, IK7IN, LONGSHAW, PORTERFIELD, BARTON, EDVARDS, P HAMILTON, 
LANS, PRESTON, ROOKS denloy to north northwestward so as to be in oosition 
to accomplish primary task and at same time to accomplish the secondary 
task of orotectin" radar tickets. Radar pickets under surface attack should 
join jrou. 

17 0529 CINCPOA ADV TO C0':SER\PAC INFO CFT-TCH ?■- CNO. CIHCff FPL CINCPOA PEARL.CQID. 
CC’?..'DA"?EA. CC"7T!rFT.T . 

Facilities and components except ABSD offered in Com7thFlt 130530 recommended 
for diversion to RYUKYUS and MARIANAS. Further action on ABSD will be taken 
by separate communication. ComServPac initiate study immediately to determine 
which diverted facilities should be installed in OKINAWA or MARIANAS or 
other areas and arrange shipment. 
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17 0532 CINCPOA ADV to COIEITCH, CKO INFO CIITCg'/PA. CINCPOA ?E;JlL.CQIISSRV.14C.COI.f7THFLT 

Your 072006. Concur in diversion fleet support facilities from SAME area 
to RYUKYUS and PARIANAS as offered in CornRthFlt 130530. Units which cannot 
be advantageously employed in RYUKYUS can be so employed in MARIANAS. DE- 
tailed studies being initiated to determine optimum allocations. 

17 0725 DEPCQf!AF 20 to CINCPOA ADV INFO Ca:5THFLT.CTF51.CTF58.21 30YCQY . 

Beginning 18 April 21 BomCom will attack KYUSHU airfields with approximately 
100 B-29s daily, weather permitting. Attacks will continue as long as 
Cincpoa considers present emergency to exist. 

17 1251 DEFCOMAF 20 to CINCPOA ADV INFO 21 BOMCOM . 

Your 150036. ’feather permitting 21 BomCom vd.ll provide daily photo coverage 
until released by Cinepoa or Cincpoa states that emergency no longer exists. 

17 1505 MCARTHUR to CINCPOA ADV. CG 8TH ARMY INFO COPS fD.COf'SO .C.C0MGENP0A.CG10 , 

CG USASOS. CO 6TII AFC-IY. CG USAFFE. ~ 

CX 14240. Your 160251, releasing the 81 Div now NOUIPSA to CINCAFPAC for 
duty is conctu*red in. Destination desired is LEYTE. Upon arrival at LEYTE 
81 Div is assigned to 8th Amy. The CG 3th Army will provide for embarkation 
and quartering, arranging necessary details with CG USASOS. CG 8th /any is 
authorised direct communication with the CG 31 Div. Request Cincpoa issue 
necessary instructions to direct unit report 8th Army upon arrival LEYTE 
and to send f orward by air to LEYTE at the earliest practicable date an 
advanced detachment to report to the CG 8th Army, consisting of CG 31 Div 
or 2nd in command, G3, G4, and Div engineer or their representatives, 
and re presentatives of Inf Regiments and Artillery 3ns and divisional troops. 
Further request that this headquarters be advised concerning loading arrange¬ 
ments and ETA LEYTE of various elements of the Division. Desire that troops 
be accompanied by 60 days of supply classes 1, 2, 3 (lubricants only) and 
4, and 5 units of fire. 

16 0310 CTF 51 to C0::5Ti;ZLT ■'■AEEED BY 5 STILT TC Cl E ,.C AAV FOR IYFC . 

Damage to ships heavy today though number of enemy aircraft committed seems 
much smaller than on 12th. Consider this due to 2 causes, (a) Attacks today 
were better massed and coordinated. (B) Absence of TF 58 reduced depth of 
fiter cover. Para. Recommend largest possible number shore based long 
range fiters be assigned to fiter sweeps HONSHU and KYUSHU at frequent 
intervals using not only planes based at T'iO but also staged thru LEO in 
order provide mass effect. 

17 1247 CINCPAC ADV TO CC: TESSEAFRQN. CCMNGEFAC,CTF94. CTF96. Cg.DESPAC.CCTCPAC. CCI.fSERV 

PAC. COESERVON 10. COIL JABS GUAM. INFO COIINCH. CINCPAC PEARL. CgISTHJLT. CTF 51. 

In view of heavy losses which have been experienced in escort types during 
current operation action adees take the follov/ing action. Con./esSeaFron, 
ComServPac, ComSeRon ID, ComNavBase GUAM expedite repairs on DD, DE, DM, 

DMS, NED all possible without radical disruption of other work schedules. 
COTCPAC and ComDesPac curtail training period these types all possible and 
report their readiness to Cincpac for combat assignment. CamNorPac detach 1 
DesDiv of DesRon 57 and route to wE.RL for onward routing t-o ohe 'western 
Pacific. CTF 96 detach CortDiv 86 and direct them report to CTF 94. CTF 94L 
detach DesRon 12 and direct them report to CTF 51 for duty 5th Fleet. dOb J 
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17 1512 colipck o cue to cetc: oa adv. 




Desire that execution subparagraph F UrDis 160250 not operate to reduce 
the availability of Marine and Naval combat units for offensive employment, 

IS 0250 CINCPAC ADV TO CIHCSHPA INFO CGTEN. CO!: EIIBSP’AC.CG.UFO. 'PA.GG FIFTH AIR FORCE , 

ComGen 5th AF 172120, Request by return dispatch information concerning 
unauthorized visit of General Smith of 5th Fighter Command to OKINAWA. L$r 
140826 authorized visit of only "Air Engineer" to survey airdrome possibili¬ 
ties, 

ISO 645 ctf 5i to CCM5THFLT info ci::g. .g goth, ALL 5THFLT TFC & T GC. 

Summary No. 35 as of 1S1200, Roundup of information concerning yesterdays 
ground force activity MlnnB corning in during the night indicated that enemy 
activity along 24th Corps front was negligible as Corps engaged in final 
preparations for attack 19 April. Artillery naval gunfire and aircraft 
continued to soften up enemy installations with reported excellent results. 
7th Div was subjected to some hostile artillery fire forward areas. Active 
patrolling throughout the day with no enemy contact reported by latrols 
operating to immediate front of RCT1&4. On Div left patrols of RCT 32 sup¬ 
ported by light tanks reached points on ridge in TA 8474P0 1200 yards E 
of Hill 178. Enemy mortar and machine gun fire received as tanks fired 
on caves along ridge. Eneny activity in 27th ZA was negligible and local 
patrols to div front re orted no unusual eneny activity. Few minor infil¬ 
tration attempts were made and artillery and mortar fire fell intermittently. 
General preparations for attack continue. Assault shipping this Div is now 
100^ unloaded. 96 th Div units completed movement into position for con¬ 
tinuation of attack. Eneny activity in Div ZA was negligible with very 
little mortar and artillery fire received. Air and naval gunfire observers 
directed fire on enery positions and emplacements to front of RCT 331, thru- 
out the day with good results. Fortified enemy (P at TA S175I blasted by 
NGF resulting in considerable damage. RCT 333 patrols mopping up in Corps 
service area investigated over 500 caves during aeriod. 374 civilians picked 
up in this area and turned over to MPs. Corps artillery counterbattery 
and normal harrassing missions ’were continued throughout this period. De¬ 
struction of 6 150mm guns located at TA 736 SPV was completed. Enemy troop 
locations caves oillboxes and £un positions were taken under fire by naval 
units during the day with unr> sorted results. 3 air strikes were placed 
on SHU I CASTLE with estimated 30% destruction. Pillboxes on ridge at TA 
8077S were hit with extensive da: age reported. A pipeline believed to fur¬ 
nish water to NAHA was cut by 27th Div engineers. Corps plan for the day 
calls for all units to make ofarire final preparations for coordinated at¬ 
tack tomorrow. Elements of 27th Div to secure by 1600 Hill at TA 7973 >R 
overlooking town of 1ACHINAT0 and seize corner of ESCARPMENT at TA 1S78QVJ. 
96 th Div is to consolidate positions .along Div boundaries and move 1 3n 
383rd RCT to assembly area at TA 8473 in Div reserve. In the 3rdFhibCorps 
zone 6th Liar Div continued operations to eliminate eneny on LtCTOBU PENINSULA 
with effort being made to arevent enemy organisation on high ground to HE. 
Attack is being made by 4th and 29th Marines. The 1st Bn 22nd Marines is 
mopping up the rear. 22nd Marines less 1 3LT continues patrolling N OKHIAkA 
and has est blished a defensive line facing south from TA 3550LT 365 OPO 
3750KN to prevent interference with radar and fighter director station being 
established on northern tip of peninsula. The 1st 1 'arDiv continued patrolling 
assigned areas and is to send a reconnaissance group to patrol islands 
guarding approach to CHI U ."AN. 77th Div on IE SHEIA reports that during 
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the night 17-18 April small groups of enemy supported by mortar fire and 
small arms attempted infiltration 306 Inf sector. 6 enemy officers and 13 
enlisted were killed in this action. The division reports advances have 
been steady vdth substantial gains made against determined enemy resis¬ 
tance from high ground vicinity TA 9733 vdth some machine gun and sniper 
fire coming from IE TCf/ZN and mutually supporting pillboxes vdth automatic 
weapons encountered in TA 37330- Noon report indicates the 306th Inf on 
the north to have extended its lines to: TA 3835Q 38341 8733M. With no 
report on RCT 305 on the south. Enemy casualties reported total 338 and 
1 PO’J vdth our own casualties of 15 KIA 73 WIA 5 MIA. 4 of our anrtanks 
were destro ed by mines. Coastal patrols around the islands in the K3RAMA 
RETTO group killed 5 enemy and destroyed 2 outrigger canoes north shore 
ZAMPA iCESAIQE. Planes of MG 31 and 33 flew 24 plane CAP at davm and dusk 
and orovided 2 plane CAP over each of the 5 picket boats from davm to dusk 
yesterday. 4 ground support missions of 31 Corsairs struck enemy troops 
and ground installations in 3rdPhibCorps area with results reported ex¬ 
cellent. CF 10th Array opened ashore in TA 3687'./ as of 181200. Para. Naval 
elements conducted harrassing and night illumination in the zone of 24th 
Corps using 2 0BB 1 CA 3 DD firing fr m the E and 2 0BB 2 CA 1 CL 5 DD 
operating from the 17. 43 firing missions were conducted in this area. Sup¬ 
port to the 3rdPhibCorps and 77th Div was allocated to 1 0BB 1 CL 4 DD. 

51.19 reports that ITU YORK C0L0RADI ST LOUIS ICHITA PORTLAND plus 3 DD 
gave all assigned and requested targets a good going over. Targets including 
gun emplacements trucks blockhouses buildings personnel concentrations. 
TUSCALOOSA and MUSTIN engaged in illumination against suicide boats SW 
sector and bombarded NAHA and ITOMAN airfields. Com LST GRP 67 with 9 LSTs 
6 LSMs 6 LCSs anchored for unloading in CHIMU WAIT. PCS 1404 buoying 4 
shoal spots and is reproducing anchorage charts of CHBIU .. AIT. SPICE.700D 
also engaged in planting buoys. Minesweeping has been effected in area G2 
E of Long 123-11 and Area HI N of target areas 49* Routine channel and 
transport area sweeps were made. In Ql Y0NABARU VAN has been cleared to 
2500 yards of land to SW. This will permit fire support ships to move in 
closer and to place enfilade fire up valleys as well as direct fire to 
head of VAN. PCE(R) 351 tore out stanchions supporting number 2 gun tub 
vrhile getting away from alongside LAFFEY 16 April. PGLI 11 which ran aground 
MAE SHT.IA 14 April will require drydocking to repair propellers check shaft 
alignment. ISM 193 grounded in IIAG0 IVAN 17th. Has 6 foot rip on center 
line frames 21-22. Requires docking. PRESTON operating last night vdth TF 
54 to the N at 2028 reported hostile plane flying law aver formation. Shortly 
after TENNESSEE felt violent underwater explosion. ROOKS 5,000 yards away 
reported explosion astern of her at 2031. No damage to any shi ‘S of TF 54. 
HARPING now reports casualties as 14 KIA 10 .VIA 3 MIA. ara. Naval air am 
furnished direct support to troops by fast carriers of TF 58 and CVEs of 
TG 52.1. Other attacks missions included fighter sweep of KIKE SHIMA at 
1000. Results not reported. Routine search flights and ASP were flown by 
FEMs from KSRAIAA BASE. Enemy air activity occurred fro. 2000 to 2200 night 
17th. A few hecklers approached from west and southwest. No report of 
damage to our forces. 1 Sally shot damn by night fighter. Dur plane losses 
consist of 1 F6FN of TG 99.2 who shot down hostile plane close over water 
off shore from NAHA at 2145 hitting his propeller on water making this at¬ 
tack forcing a crash landing. Pilot rescued 0145 by LCI 754 on anti bqgro G 7 
Patrol. Rescue was made by FBIDumbo at 0315 of MARCUS ISL'JJD fighter pLane 
who was shot down by AA 1 mile off shore 1HN.4 1 DAIT0 SHIMA. Dumbo was under 
fire while making rescue. These Dumbo planes are doing a magnificent piece of 
work in supoort of our attack planes. Planes of TG 52.1 made air delivery of 
suml4.es tb‘3rdPhibCorpg on ”CnC3U PENINSULA. 1st 3-29 to land at LIOlIA'.iA 
cane m on 5Tengines 0930 • ^his r \L?xie osen enroute to stride KYUSHU* 
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IS 0647 CQM5TIffLf to CTF 58 Info CTF 51.C0HSSHVR0IT 10. CIIICFAC .-JD7 H 

Intend initiating program of rotation j r our task 'roues in succession to 
ULITHI for 10 day rest and replenishment periods vrith 1st group departing 
as early as practicable possibly after last supporting strike 20th. Re¬ 
liefs will be accomplished on station in operating area. Request your 
recommendations as to (A) VJhether TF 58 should be organized during this 
time in 3 TGs or 4. (3) Schedule of rotation to UUTHI. 


BBMBBK 

IS 0718 CTF 93 to CTG 93.4 Info CCII5TKFAT. CTF94.Z33C: : TIHI.TI.CIilCiCA ADV.ALL TFC 

aid tgc. clagji: 21 acidc;:. goaf 7 . stiflt. iacc:: " 0 . ccdif 20 . 

Upon reporting to this command for operational control effective 212400 
?.fyDis 040137 and 050634 not to all are superseded by this dispatch. 

V.'ith 7th fighter command 15th and 21st fighter groups all based L. T 0 JIHA 
and with 306th Fighter Group based TINIAN reform TG 93.4. BrigGen Emest 
Moore continues as CTG. Mission is VLR escort and offensive fighter 
operations as directed by CTF 93 exclusive of operations against 30NIUS 
directed by CTF 94• CTG 93*4 will conserve aircraft for this mission 
and will employ for air defense only the number which in his opinion 
fills minimum requirements for adequate protection. 

18 1156 CTF 51 to CC:I5T;IFLT Info ClIICIAC BOTH. ILL TFC A TGC 5T1IFIT . 

Summary No 38 as of 131300. CG 10th Array established headquarters ashore. 
10th Array set for all out attack southern OIQUIAhA early morning 19 April. 
24th Corps lineup for attack from west to east is as follows: 27th Div 106th 
Inf 105th Inf assault 96 th Div 381st Inf 382nd Inf assault 7th Div with 
184th Inf and 32nd Inf assault. The 307th SCT of the 77th Div under CTG 
51.23 RAdm Blandy is to conduct the diversionary feint landing off SE 
OXIIIAVA in support of the attack. The 3rdFhibCorps continues its opera¬ 
tions on M0T03U P2NINSULA and northern 0KUM7JA witAi details unremorted. 

77th Div is maiding progress against determined enemy ^n 13 GIIIA defending 
from pillboxes and dugin positions. The plan of the 77th Div is to com¬ 
pletely isol te IEGUSUGU-YA’.IA the i.iain enemy defense. Afternoon report lo¬ 
cates troops along the line running generally from: 3$34EM 8833H 3733NP 
37321 8832RD. Regret troop casualty re ort not avail ble tonight. Para. 

Naval support v/as furnished 3rdCorps by 1 CL 2 DD 24th Corps from the west 
by 2 OBB* 2 CA 1 Cl, 2 DD. On eastern side of OKINAWA by 1 03B 2 CA 1 CL 
5 DD. Ammunition replenishment was completed in ^reparation for tomorrow's 
attack. 3 033 1 CA i CL- 4 DD replenished at KERAMA. J.V DITTAR and LCS 37 
in RP 14 each report 1 homed mine destroyed. MORRISON in RP 10 fired 
on 2 Hecklers believed to be low flying Bettys. No hits. BOWERS now re¬ 
ports casualties as 34 KIA 56 .Ilk including Captain and Executive Officer 
10 MIA. Naval casualties to date reported by 96 sliiis list 522 KIA 1520 
VJIA 534 MIA. Total 2,626. Tara. Direct air support of troops continued 
throughout the period by CVEs of TG 52.1 fast carriers of TF 53 and by 
shore based air of TG 99.2. TG 52.1 made attack on SUSHI A GUNTC with 
results unrerorted. Search flights and AS? were flown by PBMs from K3AAHA 
base. TULAGI special AS. group v/as ordered to conduct hunter Id. Her on sub 
contact in Lat' 26-29 Long 130-43 developed by TG 53.4. Attacks made by 
destroyers prior to arrival this grouo probably sank sub. 2 flights of 6 
F4Us replacement olanes for TG 99.2 arrivied by air from MARIA:IAS via IWO* 
B-29 -which made emergency landing at YONTAN this morning departed 1600 for 
IARIANAS. There were no air attacks on this area this afternoon. This eve¬ 
ning commencing 1840 enemy planes approached from west in 3 raids. 2 twin 
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18 1156 CTF 51 Sir-.nL'.-lT EG 36 - CONTINUED . 

engine planes shot dam by F6FM night fighters from TG 99.2 about SO 
miles due west ox 2AM?A. 1 at 1S45. 1 at 1914. Para, leather partly 
cloudy. Visibility S miles. Temperature average 78 degrees. Wind 
SE 14 to 22 Knots smooth sea, no swell. 

18 1824 CINOPAC ADV TO CUTCg.TPA. 


NIUTZ TO 1 j\C.--HTHUR . I add my own appreciation to the follaving message 
from Spruance "Appreciate strong action being taken by CINCSOTESPAC to 
keep FORMOSA enemy air neutralized. Continuation vri.ll keep our flank se¬ 
cure and our carrier forces available for troop support here and for stop¬ 
ping attacks from Empire". 




18 2039 CTF 58 to CC: r 5TKFLP INFO CTF 51. CG~ LEECH 10. CTGs of TF 58 . 


Your 180647. Do not desire to rotate TGs. Reduction of force in operat¬ 
ing area will cause concentration 66 enemy on remaining TGs with conse¬ 
quent probability of increased losses. Also materially reduces number of 
available filters. Prefer to retain entire TF in operating area until 
shore based air is ready to take over and we are relieved of direct sup¬ 
port missions. (A) Sufficient carriers and destroyers are available for 
only 3 TGs. (B) TG 58.1 plus about 6 cripoles of other TGs, TG 58.3, TG 58.4 




1.9 0025 CGBO: 'CO! 121 to CG3GM..073.CG~.’C:.'C-313. CG30’ '■ .G314.Info CGB0E.:G58.C?F 58.CTF 93 

CTG 93.4. CIi'CX-. /DV V. , CC PET A BONCCE 21 LX . 


STNXF-19-1. Subject daily bombing. For your information daily bombing of 
KYUSHU will be initiated and continued, weather permitting, until further 
notice. You will be advised each day of proposed schedule for follaving 
day including targets, force, bomb load, assembly areas. 


19 0245 C0E5THFLT TO CTF 58 Info CTF 51. ALL TGC OF TF 58.CIEC.OiC ADV . 



Your 182039. Rotation vri.ll not be placed in effect until present situation 
has improved. Activation of IE SHEIA fields ’.ri.ll probably require about 2 
weeks. This will be 1st possibility of any large increase in local VF. 
Success of 24th Corps attack also affects situation. 


19 0625 CTF 51 to C0M5THFLT Info CEICPAC BOTH. ALL TGC & TFC FIFTHFLSET . 

Summary 37 as of 191200. Surface units supported 10th Army during the 
night 18-19 April with harrassing and ni lit illumination fires by 1 CA 
2 DD in support of 3rd FhibCorps and operations on IS SHIKA. In the area 
of the 24th Corps by 2 OBB 2 DD firing from the west under shore fire con¬ 
trol parties with 2 OBB 1 DD under corps control while 1 CL 2 DD furnished 
direct support under shore fire control and 2 OBB 2 CA 3 DD under corps 
control call firing from the east. Except in N.'iHA area illumination was 
suspended in order to prevent the enemy from detecting movement of our 
troops. Today fire support ships are engaged in all out effort in support 
for the attack of the 24th Corps. Under TG 51.19 are 2 OBB 2 CA 5 DD on 
^ the east. 1 CA 2 DD under TG 5*1.21 operating against IE SHEIA. 4 0B3 3 CA 

5 DD under TG 51.22 supporting 24th Cor s from the east. 2 OBB 2 CA 5 DD 
under CTG 51.23 supporting the diversionary feint off the SE coast. Com- 
BatRon 2 with BatDiv 6 WASHINGTON, NORTH CAROLINA, SOUTH DAKOTA is bombarding 
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APRIL(GOT) ^ 

19 0625 CTF 51 SUMMARY NO. 37 - CONTINUED . 

SE coast OKINAWA. Results of tills morning's gunfire is as yet unre-.orted. 
Details coming in on PRINGLE sunk 16 April reveal PRINGLE and HOBSON in RF 
1 attacked by 10 to 15 planes, at 0920 was hit squarely amidships by 
cuicide Val. She broke in two and sank in 6 minutes. Explosion heard by 
ROOKS and TEN. LESSEE night of 17th previously reported now believed to be 
torpedo exploding at end of nrn. UDTs completed demolition of channel 
between RED T3 and RED T4 beaches on IE SHE '.. Reinstallation of the 
net at north channel entrance KERAMA AETTO completed on 13th with repairs 
on south net continuing. LELnesweeping 13 Aoril comprised routine chan¬ 
nel and transport area sweeps entrance to .1 checked and small boat sweep 
in TA 9932. FULLAII sank 1 standard chemical 4 horned type mine at 1420 
13th in posit 24-09 N 126-53 E. KG.. YORK lost port anchor 51 fathoms 
bearing 354 5350 yards from KUZO SAKE on 13th. 41.19 reports 3 LSTs un¬ 
loading at TA 9539 in NAKAGUSUKU GAM as of 131300. LCS(L) 31 reports that 
hostile plane sighted in TA 5573 at 2000 13th had bcnbay doors open and 
actions of plane indicate possibility of mine sowing. CTU 50.7.3 TULAGI 
AS? grouo abandoned hunterkiller search at 24-34 H 132-23 E. TOE,Mi at 0343 
grounded forward TR frame 50 KAISAK SHOAL in posit 26-16.4 N 127-32 E 
while on night harrassing mission off NAHA. Tugs and LSUs assisting. Fol¬ 
lowing vessels de;^arted today for ULITHI: STAC A?A 4 AKA 1 AP 1 AK 2 XAP 
3 DD 1 DE 1 AM. Para.. Naval air operations consisted of direct air support 
of trooas by CVEs of TG 52.1 fast carriers of TF 53. Series of heavy air 
strikes was made on south CKIKAAA this morning between 0700 and 0900 
over 300 airplanes from fast carriers were engaged in air missions. Flash 
reports coming in this morning indicate tov.n of EVA TA 7364 well covered 
with bombs rockets and Napalm. Many buildings destroyed and large fires 
in area. Town of TSUGASAN thoroughly covered buildings leveled and fires 
raging. Planes attacked troop concentration in town of ZAV'A TA 7563 and 
LTAKABE TA 7538 also hit. Tank Dark north of ITOMAN Field in TA 7364 was 
hit by Napalm. Town of SHURI heavily hit by rockets and Napalm and is 
burning. Planes laid smoke screen to cover troops in diversionary feint 
landing. Other attack mission carried out was strike against SAKISHEIA 
GUMTO by TU 52.1.3. Results of previous strike 13th show runways hit. Tar¬ 
get CAP was maintained during the day over both ISHIGAKE and EIYAKD. Routine 
search flights and ASP were flown by PBMs from KERAMA. TULAGI group con¬ 
tinued coverage of shipping lanes to the SE. 2 OYs landed on IE SHE LA at 
1015. During evening April 13 several hecklers approached from west. No 
damage to our units. 2 Bettys destroyed as wrcviously reported last sum¬ 
mary. Our plane losses consist of: 1 L3ILZ plane capsized on takeoff at 
0100. No casualties. Dumbo picked up SANTEE pilot shot dovm by AA on 
photo mission 5 miles south MIYAKC 1315 13th April. 1 unidentified plane 
reported to have crashed in flames ver enemy territory on south 0KENAJ7A 
0945. 1 L-5 plane attached to 24th Coras is missing from flight over 
southern 0KINA7/A. B-29 which was reported taking off at 1600 13 April is 
still at YONTAH Field. End of Summary. 

19 0332 CIMCPOR ADY TO CCTGEN3CKCCM21 E??0 GCM5TIIFLT. CTF 58. DEL COM 20TH AF . 

Your 190432 concur but request that southern IvYUSHU fields be struck as 
soon as weather permits. 
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19 1033 CC11AAF S'-.T-A TO COHAE 5 INFO JIACSOV.-AS: AC. CIHCFOA ADV.C0N7THTLT.COilUHVTIIFLT . 

A 7?69 M. Intensify attacks on FOx'DSA airfields for maximum oossible 
neutralization. Every possible source of suicide attacks against 5th 
Fleet at CICDJAJA must be attacked. 

19 1132 G3 10th Akin TO CTF 51 INFO CINCPOA BOTH. C0II5THFLT . 

Operations Summary 55• Situation as of 191200. 3rdlhib0orps: Activities 
during last night in the 3rdPhibCorps area, northern OKUIAV/A, reported as 
quiet. Some attempts to infiltrate and snipe in CPS. Ho report from IIGTOBU 
'3IPLNSULA. 3D 24th Corps: Last night, the 3 Regiments of the Corps prepared 
for a large scale assault on the fortified enemy defensive position in the 
10th Armyzone of advance to the south. Vigorous patrolling for routes of 
advance and ene. y location, strong points reconnoitered for quick neutrali¬ 
zation of prior to jump off this morning. 0900 report indicates advances 
on right and left flank of Corps, 500 to 800 3 'ards progressing satisfactorily. 
7th and 96 th Divs jumped off at I 9 O 64 O against light to 0 opposition. 2 
of our tanks were knocked out at 80752 other tank columns have aenetrated 
to 83742 and 9076-0. Naval .gunfire, artillery concentration and air bombard¬ 
ment reported as "magnificent". Y0HA3CRU and 1-7A subjected to air strike 
with 240 planes participating at 1908 C-C H 5 , a reported unformed 5 Amtracs 
were landing against the enemy left flank at TA 7373L. 7th Div: the 32nd 
Inf was subjected to a severe artillery bombardment between 132345 and 
182400. Over 300 rounds of a caliber referred to as lighter than previously 
ex erienced was received in the regimental -area. Hostile bombardment did 
little damage, casualties were reported nil as of midnight. Communications 
with the exception df wire to 1 Bn were all in, and this line was opera¬ 
tional at 190200. 134 Inf reported considerable artillery fire of mixed 
caliber received during the night. 27th Div: 2nd Bn IO 69 seized MA.CHINAT0 
7978k at 19055 in the 27 zone of advance. Div has constructed EJECT bridge 
to assist its rapid advancement. Large fire was reported vicinity of SHURI. 

96 Div: 3rd Bn 33 Inf jumped off at 190715 against heavy rag fire. As of 
190730 this morning 96 th lines were: 3rd Bn 36 St Inf, 3176(31 1st Bn 361st 
Inf S277U S275BC 2nd Bn LD - .TIOLE'CJBPE 76U. 832nd Inf S377U 8376HI. 

77th Div (Army reserve): Enemy on 13 SIIE.LI is cutting up stiff resistance, 
from well concealed positions, div is progressing satisfactorily. As of 
180650 front lines were generally from TA 383427! to 8833H to 8833!! to 
87321 to 8832RD. 305th Inf to surround mountain and dig Japs out. Naval Air: 
Carrier based aircraft on station for 24th Corps driye this morning follows: 

1 VE(Dumbo), 92 VT(various bomb loads up to 1000 lbs), 36 VB {1000 lb bombs) 
155 VFB (500 Lb bombs). BrigGen Thomas, ISC0M AP0 245, reported to CG 10 
on 18 April for confe 'ence rescect to early activation of airfields on 
IE SICCA -aid expediting discharge of shipping. IsCom A°0 33 I was authorized 
to dmmmence discharge of a 3rd ammunition ship. Priority of discharge was 
set as follows: (l) 155mm H (2) 1051 ml H (3) 81mm mortal’ (4) 60mm mortar 
(5) 8 "HC. CIHCP0A was requested to order forward 4 LSTs of 155mm gun and 
155mm H ammunition from the emergency reserve in the 1AHIANA3. This to ar- 
rive 27 April or as soon thereafter as practicable. DD the CROWLEY (AP087) 
transferred 22 tons of tetrytol, 2p tons C2, 2 tons T'T, 8 boxes ba nfcLorjes 
and 115,000 feet of crina cord to the 1088 Engineer Dep-ot. Air shipment of 
6,000 EC fuses for Hell HE, M3 4.2 inch chemical mortar has been requested 
from ComGenPOA to replace resent defective fuses. Arrangements are being 
made to move fighter director ream of '.LAG 43 to 13 SHIMA* 
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19 1200 GTF 51 to C0M5THFLT Info 5THFLT. CFTT'AC DOTH. 


Summary 33 as of 191300. Naval gunfire support was furnished the ground 
forces by ships listed in noon report except 3 fast 3B from. TF 53 departed. 
Gunfire and air support of the attack of 24th Corps today was probably the 
largest ever given in similar 'eriod to amphibious troops for an attack. 

All fire missions were coordinated with air and artillery to insure maxi- 
taum effect. Diversionary feint at landing was completed with general ap¬ 
pearance satisfactory. Some mortar fire received from beaches but no 
shies were damaged. Although expenditures were large aid ships are rela¬ 
tively low in ammunition there remains sufficient for normal fire mission 
requests. Report coming in on todays bombardment state IDAHO sank small 
steamer off NAHA and destroyed 3 5 inch guns. MOBILE lists 2 guns and 
several emplacements destroyed. ARKANSAS neutralized 3 gun battery. 

COLORADO scored direct hit on command post. HALL placed direct hit on gun 
position. MOBILE while engaged in firing mission in area Ql NAKAGUSUKU WAN 
at 2343 13 had explosion of center gun of 6 inch turret No. 2. Preliminary 
investigation indicates explosion occured while priming. Center gun in¬ 
operative. 4 m 13 'VIA. LST 929 while Proceeding to berth in transport 
area at 0351 struck LST 267 at anchor. LST 929 port main deck badly budded 
between frernes 27 and 28. Side caved in above waterline. INGRAHA at 1032 
13th destroyed homed mine in position 24 13 IT IS 13 3. Further about T0LL7AN: 
2 tugs and 2 LSM have been sent to assist unloading. Cargo being cleared 
from forward preparatory to transfer and oil transferred from forward to 
aft 'tanks. SPEAR in station A22 was attacked by 2 enemy planes at 1945 13th. 
Splashed 1 which crashed 500 feet off port bow. Bomb or torpedo in planes 
exploded. 2nc' msmsHEnaxca plane made bomb run 2 minutes later but missed 
200 feet astern. Slight damage no casualties. RE SUES A '3 in station A23 
was attacked by low flying plane at 1911 loth. Heavy fire drove off hostile 
plane TSDD00 . Air support of troops continues to be furnished by fast 
carriers of TF 58 and CVEs of TG 52.1 until 1500 when missions were can¬ 
celled due to bad ’weather. TU 52.1.3 made an attack on SAKISI-HMA GUHTO* 

Ho reports of results received as yet. Routine search flights and ASP 
were flown by : BHs. TG 99.2 received 6 F4Us and 3 F6 FNs replacements planes 
from GUAM via 1.70 escorted by R4D and R5C at 1730. 1 Dumbo FBH was on sta¬ 

tion with TU 52.1.3 off SAT71 SHE7A GUI.T0. Search for missing 0Y plane is 
negative. At 1330 air observer of TG 51.21 located a Marine adrift in a 
small native craft north of M0T0BU PENINSULA and directed surface vessel 
to rescue. There were no enemy air attacks this afternoon. Para, feather 
cloudy. Visibility 10 miles. Temperature average 72 degrees. V/ind SS.< to 
NNW 21 knots. Moderate sea. Surf 3 to 5 feet. 


20 0103 COTffTHFLT TO CIHCPAC INTO CINCS.7RA.C0MII1CH.CILCPOA BOTH.ALL TF & TG 7THFLT . 

Com7thFlt reports to Cincpac for purposes of naval administration in ac¬ 
cordance with CINCSVfPA 191230. 


u 
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APRIL (GOT ) 

20 2252 CINCPAC ADV to CQM7THFLT info CINCSWPA, COMINCH 

Desire conference with you at Guam at a time when minimum interference 
with your duties in SWPA will be involved and which is agreeble to you 
and to CinCSWPA. Your 200103. 

20 2255 CINCPAC ADV to COMINCH 

My remarks and recommendations on JCS 1275 required by secretary to 
the Joint Chiefs of Staff memo of 28 March forwarded by CominCh 
secret serial 00786 of 30 March are as follows. A. The documents 
attached should be prepared for the signature of the officer receiving 
the surrender using the military title assigned to him by the United 
States Joint Chiefs of Staff. B. The documents should provide for 
the Commander in Chief U. S. Pacific Fleet and Pacific Ocean Areas 
taking control immediately of all forces personnel equipment and 
installations of the Japanese Navy. 

21 0214 CINCPOA ADV to COMINCH info CINCSWPA. COMGENPOA. CINCPOA PEARL HO 

Warx 70172. The continued functioning of the Joint Intelligence 
Center Pacific Ocean Areas under the operational control of Cincpoa 
i3 essential. Request the ^ar Department be informed that I desire 
to retain my Joint Staff complete in all respects and that JICPOA 
is an activity essential to the effective functioning of my head¬ 
quarters if reductions in my requirements occur I will release 
individuals who are no longer required. 

21 0740 CINCPOA ADV to CINCSWPA info COMSUBPAC. C0M7THFLT. CTF 71. CINCPAC 
PEARL HQ. 

Your CX 14454 timed 201400. Concur. 

19 1257 COMINCH & CNO to CINCPAC ADV info COMAIRPAC, CINCPAC PEARL HO 

In view recommendation CTF 58 contained in para 47 of his ser 0045 
13 March and Ur 310526 March reorganization CarDiv 7 is indicated. 

This refers ComAirPac ser 00632 of 27 March and Ur 1st end ser 005031 
of 7 April. The need for 1 CV(N) with the Fast Carrier Task Force 
has been recognized by you and it will take at least 2 CV(N) to support 
1 in the combat area. Assuming Enterprise to be one of those, make 
recommendation 1 additional CV to be assigned CarDiv 7 and insure 
necessary state of night readiness in that Carrier. It is recognized 
that circumstances may require temporary employment of either 1 or 
both as day Carrier. Present program of 6 CVG (N) will not be 
reduced at this time in view development in fighter direction and 
electronic field. The program can be cut back with HBOS facility that 
it can be reinitiated. Make recommendation for standardized CVG(N) 
compleient and for reassignment INDEPENDENCE and BATAAN to day divisions. 
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21 0445 COMGEN 77TH DI7 (BRUCE) to CINCPAC ADV, GOVERNOR OF TEXAS. Info 

NIMITZ, SPRUANCE, MAC ARTHUR, RICHARDSON, niKMhiK, REIPSNIDER, BUCKNER. 

The 77th infantry division after a bitter pill box to pill box, 
house to house, cave to cave fight planted our American Flag on 
the highest point of the strongly defended mountain pinnace on 
IE SHHLA. Men from Texas planted a Texas Flag on bloody ridge 
at the base of the pinnacle fortress in honor of those gallant 
Texans who gathered together at Corregidor-to remember San Jacinto 
Day on 21 April 1942 

14 1255 adm s j nm to cincma ,av info cc:/Hn?AC.ai:. f c?AC mil . 

Your recommendation that complement of VC squadrons attached Kaiser CVEs 
be increased from 16 VF and 12 VTB to 20 VF and 12 VTB is disapproved. 

Cannot at this time foresee availability of planes and oilots without re¬ 
duction in the number of combat CVEs or reduction in the ratio of 2 
squadrons ner ship which is not desired. Action UrLIGM 012322 refers. Your 
recommendation that presently designated VOC squadrons be redesignated as 
VC squadrons and that 1 VC squadron per division be trained in the obser¬ 
vation and spotting of gunfire for shore bombardment is approved. Hake 
recommendation as to complement these VC squadrons. 

18 2154 PC . AC TO CINCPOA ADV INFO CIMCPOA EARL. JG : ME ~M\FI0.1AD11IN, CO: ~C ARTRANSRON 

P-51 replacements ComGenAAFPOA 140347 can be lifted only by elimination 
of lift of Navy aircraft. Previously scheduled lifts Navy Marine and Arny 
aircraft exceed capacity of TransRonPac shins. Lmplications of this re¬ 
quest are that required aircraft lifts for Army will in future be superm¬ 
ini oosed in increasing numbers on already inadequate shipping available to 
meet my basic commitments. Provided aircraft are ready 1 May can utilize 
available space on combatant carriers proceeding forward as it becomes 
available after that date. Subject to above remarks CVE can be diverted 
to requested Army lift if you so direct. Am concerned over indicated lack 
of other plans to move .Array aircraft and increasing demands on transport 
CVEs in excess of availability. 

19 0223 C INC PC'A ADV TO DE 00120.1? IP/L CG213E Ct ;.CG T II .CEO 99.2.C??51.C0;.I5TKFLT 

Consistent with saving lives desire such action as is practicable to ore- 
vent use of Yontan and Kadena airfields by B29 aircraft. Tliis action 
necessary because of critical tactical situation at OKINA'JA. 

21 2110 C0I .'JRPAC TO CINCPAC ADV INFO CINCPAC PEARL . 

Corainch 191257. UrDis 200015. Recommend:(A) Embark CVG(N) 91 in BON HOME 
RICHARD About 1 June at which time return ENTERPRISE for yard availability 
and CVG (N) 90 for rehabilitation and reforming. (B) Completion yard avail¬ 
ability ENTERPRISE late August retain her Hawaiian area in ready standby- 
status with CVG(K) 52. ENTER? SEE assist in Hawaiian night training program 
unless or until needed in combat. (C) Utilizing pilots and aircraft CVG(N) 

53 form CVEG(N) 70 and 71 in continental US now with complement 12 VF(N) and 
. 12 WOO for embarkation in SAIDER and SAIGA Oh about 1 September. Reform 
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APRIL C CrCT y O ^ 

21 2110 cclaiI.nac to ji::c.-ac ( continued) 

CVG(N) 5 2. at UONSET about 1 June. (D) Defer formation CVG(N) 54 until 1 
October. (S) Complement of all CVG(N) be 36 VF(N) 1 VF(P) and 18 VT(N). 
MySer 00342 of 13 April refers. (F) Night units on day CVS be maintained 
at 4 VF(N) 6 pilots. (G) BON HOMME .NECHAiD to CarDiv 7. INDEPENDENCE to 
CarDiv 1. BATAAT to CarDiv 6. F'ara. Consider it desir'ble that the night 
CVE program be implemented earliest possible to provide night defense in 
objective area. This can be accomplished on basis of Para C. Para. Only 
on basis NR Para C can CVG(N) 52 be moved to Hawaiian Training Area. 
ComAirLant 151622 refers. Pana. Overall requirements for night pilots and 
aircraft will be submitted separately. 




20 2250 CINCPOA ADV TO CO!C5THFLT.CGIF.VDARSA INFO CGNUICIRCNO.ISCCM X.,0. COKAIR IRQ . 

CINCPOA PEARL. CC: RIRPAC.CO: AVIR.tlCSUBCa ’FORD..ALL TF fc TGC 5TIIFLT.CQilFAIRIVIIIG! 

AND 2. CO NSSCARSUBA-SA. CO: IGENAAFPOA . 

Amplifying my 162251, not to all. As of 212400 I transfer operational 
control of units as follows (A) From 5thFlt to ComFwdArea: VPB 102, 106, 

103, 116, 118, 133, 151, 22, 205, 15, CASTLE ROCK, HA.UN, CASCO; ComFwdArea 
to 5thFlt: VH 3. ComFwdArea be prepared to return VPB 106, 118, and 133 to 
5th Fit when OKINAWA fields ready. ComFvfdArea assume responsibility PacFlt 
searches as described by Cincpac 232254, March, and 13140? both as modified 
by Com5thFlt 131254 escept that searches 7 and 20 V 391 limited to 600 
miles. Transfer FairWing 1 staff personnel now operating search.es from 
MARIANAS, CAROLINES and 170 to ComFwdArea for duty. Com5thFlt and ComFwdArea 
authorized exchange units at discretion of Com5thFlt vfithout interfering 
with searches required of ComFwdArea. 

21 2233 CO NFAIR.7ING PITS TO CC15THPLT INFO CINCPAC ADV. CPT-.DAREA . 



To provide more overall efficiency through retention present task unit 
system and ability to shift squadrons and tenders to meet verying needs 
between MARIANAS, CAROLINES and OKINAWA areas. Recommend modification 
Cincpac Adv 202250 to eliminate mention specific units. Directing instead 
which specific area searches should be under respective o lerational con¬ 
trol Com5thFlt and ComFwdArea. Request 2nd info addee comment. 

22 0351 CTF 94 to CG-FAIRING 1. C0~ '5THFLT INFO CINCPAC ADV H . 

Refer ComFair'.Jing 1 212233. Prefer continue as in CincPOA Adv 202250. If 
difficulties arise would be glad to reopen. 
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23 1221 CIUCPAC VIA 5TIIFLT TO COUSAHFU. CG'?AIR..YIJG l.CTF 94 Info CIHCPAC BOTH. 
Cor/XPAC . 

l!y 162251 and 202250. It is expected that ConiFair ling 1 will on his ovm 
initiative or as directed by Com5thFlt make request of CTF 94 for squad¬ 
rons or tenders needed for operations in the 1YUEYUS v/hich needs will 
normally be accorded priority over those of searches conducted by TF 94 
with the exception of those which extend north of Lat 25-00. 


23 1240 cinch via cc:5ti:flt to go tia .1 Co:.:5TMi i, LT.c r jC99.2.CTG99.3.co:j;AVAia 

BASS OKINAWA. CINCPOA 30TH. GC:iCLJI. , uU 7 rX)A.OGUCkIhm.CO:.:.ja?AC.CO;.:G3I':F..TI-AC . 

MY 122314 correct subpara D to read "The Naval Air Base originally plan¬ 
ned for No. 3 Field will be adequate for at least 4 heavy landplane search 
squadrons, 2 medium landplane search squadrons, 1 chotogroup and NATS". 
Para. The 2 VMTB squadrons now scheduled for 0KENA.7A will continue to 
be attached to Marine Fighter Group (S) designated by ComGen 2nd liar AirWing 
(CTG 99.2). 


24 0605 GHQ SirXPA TO CIUCPAC ADV INFO CCM7THFU . 

GX 14703. ICinkaid vdll arrive GUAM early afternoon Thursday and will 
discuss use of BPF in Oo operation. My views briefly are as follows: It 
is possible to conduct 06 operation without the assistance of BPF. 
However if it appears desirable to use BPF the British Carrier Group can 
be employed to advantage in striking enemy air fields in southwestern 
BORNEO. 


24 1210 C0M5THFLT TO CTF 58 INFO CTF 51.CO. SERVRON 10. GINCPAC ADV . 

Place rotation pro.gra ,1 outlined my 130647 in effect commencing on 27 
April or as soon thereafter as oracticable. At your discretions you may 
either send 1 TG as no./ constituted or make up special TG composed of 
shies of each type chosen from all 3 TGs . If latter is done desire you 
send from l/4 to l/3 of total of each type available to you. CTF 51 reduce 
requests for sup?x>rt aircraft from TF 53 to minimum and for CAP to those 
deemed necessary to meet enemy air attacks believed likely to eventuate 
which cannot be met by forces under his command. 

24 1316 CINCPAC ADV TO COMHCH 0. CIIO INFO CCS ISO iiC.CO: :AI:IPAC.CO:iUitSOPAC.BUPGRh . 

In order to economise oi)£>ersonnel and reduce overhead and to provide im¬ 
mediately an officer of adequate rank and experience to command Fleet Air 
king IS it is recommended that (A) ComSoPac assume Immediately the duties 
heretofore performed by ComAirSoPac. (B) Co.mdr T G.Richards be ordered 
reoort ComSoPac for duty as Senior Aviation Officer on his staff. (C) Rear 
.dmiral M R Greer be ordered report immediately to CamAirPacSubCoraFord 
for duty as CoraFair.'ing 13. (D) On reporting of RAdm Greer ComFairking 13 
be commissioned in MARIAI'IAS. (E) Remainder present staff ComAirSoPac be 
divided between king 13 and ComSoPac as directed by ComSoPac. 

24 1340 CIUCPAC ATV TO CTF 93 UFO CG21STBCMC0M. CGM5TIIFIJ . 

Your 23 OUI. Desire that offensive operations fighter aircraft based at 
r .;o be either as escorts to VLR strikes or as independent strikes on 
KYUSHU fields unless other operation of these aircraft has Cincnoa’s 
nrior approval. 2876 
























24 1515 

COMGEN 10TH ARMY to CC:.:GEIT3RDFHI3CGR?S INFO CG24THC0RPS.INCOM A X) 331. 

CT7 51. CIIIC OA ADV II . 

Designate 1 Div your Corps 10th Army Reserve. Div rhsi Fnaf-.srf mni n ire sent, 
location and continue ; resent activities with exception 1 Regiment be 
prepared assemble 12 hours notice in area designated by you south of 

TA Grid Line 94. Designated Division remain under your command pending 
employment. Notify this Hq of designated Division and Regiment. 

24 1713 

MARSHALL TO CDICAFPAC.COMGEHPOA.COMINCH (CCMJ3UP0A PASSED TO CINCPOA). 

-7ARX 72252 has been repeated to all addressees provisions of JCS number 

073/3 as affected by JCS NO. 1259/5 dated 5 April 45 and ./D cable number 

62744 (Nays’- Dept number 032141) dated 3 April 45 H'JJSTZQK visible review 
of civil censorship program for P0A vdth view toward transfer of certaih 
primary responsibilities from CinCPOA to CINCAFPAC. .Also for consideration 
is problem of integration when operations in various areas are under dif¬ 
ferent commands as civil censorship has been organized as single unit 
for former Japanese Emoire less MANCHURIA. Suggest CinCPOA and CinCAFPAC 
each, send chief Civil Censor or other representative to ./ashington on 
temporary duty to meet with AD representatives who have been made responsible 
forplanning and mounting a complete civil censorship organization for these 
areas. This meeting would be charged with making recommendations on all 
phases this problem and submitting than to .ffi, Navy Department, CINCAFPAC 
and CINCPOA for approval. Recommended time of meeting is 7 May. Request 
ComGenPOA pass this message to CINCPOA for cable concurrence or comment 
and that CINCAFPAC also cable views. 

25 0035 

C0M5THFLT TO CTF 93 Info CIACPAC ADV. CTF51.CTF 58.CTG 99.2. CTG 93.4. 

Ur 241831. Latest information is in daily dispatches such as CINCPOA Adv 
230751 and 240442 which indicate high importance of KANOYA. CTF 58 inform 

CTF 93 if any strike by TF 53 contemplated. CTF 51 CTF 53 and CTG 99.2 
note resemblance Mustang and Tons'-. 

25 0319 

C0MHA2GILSAHEA TO CINCPAC BOTH INFO ATCOM MAJURO. 

Following information from AtCora MAJURO forwarded as matter of interest 
and political signifieance of possible value to our government. All 
Marshallese residents on MAJURO and .ARNO ATOL .3 including evacuees from 

70TJE, ALOELA? and MILL 1 ; ATOLLS are submitting petitions requesting 

IIARSHALLS ISLANDS be made protectorate of United States. This represents 
approximately 2700 natives or l/3 of MARSHALLS copulation and is stated 
to be spontaneous and voluntary act. Petitions and further information 
will be forwarded when obtained. 

24 2220 

CCHDJCH TO CINCPAC ADV. COLAHILSEAFRON INFO CINCI AC - AARL.COM AANSEAFRON. 

.After cessation hostilities EUROPE Army proposes move 60,000 to 30,000 
troops monthly from ETO to PHILIPPINES via PANA A for about 4 months. 

Transports may be 15 to l6 knots or over 18. Cincpac 140240 March. Advise 
your escort and routing olicy single ships and convoys proposed movement 
CANAL ZONE to MANILA and/or DA/AO.' 
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18 2345 COMSOPAC to ALL SHIPS AND BASES SOFAC Info ALL TU CHMMANDERS 
SOPAC, COMINCH. CIKCPAC BOTH HCj>, COM 7 THFT.KFT. NZNB 

Cancel my 01C645 October 1944* The following escort policy is 
effective in the South Pacific Area. Para 1. While known or 
anticipated presence of enemy submarines may require a temporary 
modification of these instructions by routing authorities, under 
normal conditions all cargo ships and troopers proceeding within 
the South Pacific Area will be sailed independently regardless of 
speed and number of passengers. Para 2. When escorts are available 
they shall be provided for major combatant ships and transport CVE*s. 
However, when escorts are not available the sailing of such ships 
within the South Pacific Area is authorized under the following 
conditions: (A) Speed of advance is 15 knots or greater (B) Ships 
armament is not seriously damaged (C) When it is believed enemy 
submarines are not operating in area to be traversed. In such 
circumstances speeds up to 20 knots are prescribed where practicable. 
Para 3, When vessels with a speed of advance of less than 18 knots, 
carrying 500 or more passengers, are sailed to the Central Pacific, 
the appropriate authority in the Forward Area shall be advised 
promptly in order that escort may be provided for that portion of 
the voyage north of the Equator. Para 4, In the Southwest Pacific 
Sea Frontier escorts are not required east of the longitude of BIAK 
and south of the Equator, Para 5, All ships whether sailing 
escorted or indepent will proceed via established routes only. The 
carrying of passengers shall be in accordance with GIRO (1944 Article 
1423). Para 6 , Island commanders will provide all practicable air 
coverage on the approaches to ports and other focal points of shipping, 
using assigned base craft for local surface patrols. In addition to 
local, patrol craft there will be maintained at RUSSELLS, ESPIRITU 
SANTO, NOUMEA and FUNAFUTI 1 PC or equivalent in a ready duty status 
available to the island commander for JASA or rescue work, 

23 0015 CQMAIRPAC to CNO Info CINCPAC BOTH HQ. CCMAIRLANT. COMFAIR WEST COAST 

Long range planning for the formation and movement of air groups and 
squadrons from continental training centers to combat theaters is 
premised on following factors. (A) Normal predicted requirements 
(B) Full pipeline (C) Adequate reserves. Para. However, planned 
flow inevitably will be affected by battle damage to carriers and 
length of time required for repair. Both factors are unpredictable. 

The direct result is dislocation of the planned flow of air groups 
necessitating deceleration of stacking of combat ready groups. Para. 
This must be recognized and since Hawaiian and Forward Areas are 
saturated provision must be made for facilities in continental U.S. 
to support temporary excesses. Para. Recommend that action be 
instituted to alleviate condition exemplified by ComAirLant 151622 
reencyphered by CominCh 191300 which inevitably will arise from time 
to time. 
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24 2321 COMGEN WESPAC BACOM to COMGEN AGF TWO. COMGEN AGF TINIAN. CO.AGF 

ANGUAfti COMGEN AGF GUAM In fo CINCPAC BOTH HQ,. CCMFWDAREA. COMGENPOA. etc. 

Effective 0921 25 April the WPBC was activated. Pending the receipt 
of LOI from this Hq the AGF Commanders will continue to operate under 
the provisions of their respective LOI from Hq USAFPOA. All communi¬ 
cation will be forwarded thru this Hq except those pertaining to 
supply and logistics which will be handled as they have been in the 
past until instructions are issued from this Hq. 

25 0653 CINCPOA ADV HQ to C0M5THFLT. CTG 50.5 Info CTF 94 

The shipping strikes contemplated by CTG 50.5 250203 are not desired 
at this time. Until there are sufficient fighters (4 grps) established 
on shore in the RYUKYUS to permit reduction of demands on fast and 
escort carriers and reduction of ships now in the combat area desire 
available field capacity used to increase fighter strength and conduct 
necessary search and transport services. Strikes on shipping while 
greatly desired must not prejudice above basic requirements. 

26 0838 CINCPAC ADV HQ to CTF's 73. 93. 94. CIMCBFF, DEPCQM 20TH AF. ALL TF 

& TG COMDRS 5TH FLT. CQMMARGILSAREA. C0MPH1BSPAC. ACONEBPF. PHOTOGRP 

2. ALL CARRIERS 5THFLT. 21 BOMCOM. COMAAFSWPA. CINCSWPA Info CINCPAC PEARL 

etc. 

Review of current Japanese Fleet status from photographic coverage is 
Oplntel 58. Battleships. NAGATO at YOKOSUKA 17 April in same place 
where she was observed 18 February. HARUNA at KURE 13 April with repair 
or construction work in progress on after section. ISE and HYUGA both 
at KURE 13 April in same mooring where they have been since 28 March. 
Carriers. 2 UNRYU Class (probably AMAGI and KATSURAGI) at KURE (MITSUKO 
JIMA) 13 April. UNRYU Class (probably KASAGI) at SASEBO 21 April. 2 
UNRYU Class hulls on which construction appears to have been suspended 
located 13 April at KURE and IKEDA WAN (34-27 North 134-14 East) 
respectively (probably ASO and IKOMA respectively). HAYATAKA at SASEBO 
21 April covered with camouflage netting. CVL at SASEBO 21 April 
believed to be RYUHQ. Elevators removed and net camouflaging beginning. 

CVL at KURE 13 April estimated as HOSHO. CVE KAIYO at NISHINGMI SHIMA 
(34-11 North 132-12 East) 13 April covered with camouflage. CVE KOBE 
type at SHIDO WAN (34-21 North 134-12 East) 13 April. Another KQJ?E 
type last observed at KOBE 28 March outfitting and repairing. Estimated 
still there. Unidentified flat top possible MAC Ship at BEPPU WAN 
(33-18 North 131-32 East) 21 April. Do not consider YOKOHAMA and HABU 
ships, of which BEPPU WAN ship may be one, have sufficient flight deck 
to be large enough for CVE. Cruisers. TONE Class at ETA SHIMA 13 
April. AOBA Class at KURE 13 April. Light cruiser 0Y0D0 at KURE 13 
April. AGANO Class light cruiser last seen at KURE 28 March but not 
there on 12 April. Present whereabouts unknown. SINGAPORE Area 15 April 
were 2 NACHI Class and 1 ATAGO Class, 1 of each class severely damaged. 
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26 0838 CINCPAC ADV HQ to CTF's 73. 93, 94. CINCBPF, DEPCQM 20TH AF. ALL TF 
& TG CCMDRS 3TH FLT, CCMMARGILSAREA, COMPHIBSPAC, ACONEBPF. PHQTOGRP 

2, ALL CARRIERS $TH FLT. 21 BOMCOM, CCMAAF5WFA. CINCSWPA (Cont'd) 

Believe another NACHI Class present in this area making 4 heavies 
total. On 18 and 22 April respectively a DUTCH Sub contacted a 
NACHI heavy cruiser near BATAVIA, JAVA. 1 torpedo hit was claimed 
in the 22 April contact. Destroyers. At KURE 28 March were 27 
destroyers broken down into following classes: 4 TERUTSUKI 1 HIBIKI 
1 AMAGIRI 4 ASASHIO 1 TAKANAMI 1 HATSUHARU 2 MUTSUKI-MINEKAZE- 
KAMIKAZE 13 MATSU. To this total can be added about 10 destroyers 
which were in other areas as of that date. Photos taken after 
BANZAI engagement off KYUSHU 7 April reveal following count: 7 at 
KURE 13 April 5 at SASEBO 16 April 2 at YOKOSUKA 17 April. Total 
14. Other units not exceeding 6 to 8 probably located at other 
harbors not covered by photographs. Rough check of photographs 
from EMPIRE FORMOSA CHINA COAST and MALAYA Areas indicates existance 
of about 20 MATSU Class units. Incomplete coverage of EMPIRE ship¬ 
building yards tends to confirm presently estimated rate of construc¬ 
tion. 5 units seen building or outfitting inyards covered. 

26 0840 CINCPOA ADV HQ to CGMAIRPAC Info CQMAIRPACSUBCQMFWD. CQMGEN TAF 
10TH ARMY. CQM5THFLEET, CTF 51 

Your 230322 does not comply with intent my 161245. It is desired 
that the number of aircraft operated by MAG 31 and MAG 33 from now 
until about 10 May be the maximum that the fields will support and 
replacements must for the time being be supplied on that basis. 

26 1120 CTF 56 to CTF 51 Passed to CINCPAC ADV FOR INFO . 

See your 230110. Estimated enony strength of lp00 on KUKE will require as¬ 
signment of 1 RCT plus recon units, AraTracs, and less artillery for HZS 
- GUSTY: ? X An additional RCT to be placed on 12 hours notice on 0KENAV/A. 
Propose landing over KU RED beaches at GLICO and make simultaneous sur¬ 
vey of both possible airfield sites. ..'ill require close in naval fire sup¬ 
port to neutralise enemy opposition durin recon. Believe RED beach most 
favorable landing area to accomplish this with minimum UDT and minesweeping*. 
Actual ground recon necessary to determine airfield possibilities. Air 
photography and visual inspection from air of slight value. Character and 
strength of enemy defenses to be determined by recon YA landing force. Strong¬ 
ly recommend that this recon in force be delayed until operations on 0KHIA..A 
have successfully passed their nou critical stage in order to preclude 
assignment of sizeable force to this mission which force may be needed to 
complete present operation. Refer my 260313 higher class. 

26 1752 CaraiCH AID CITO TO CIRC-AG ADV I FC Cm A0: AC.CO. XlSC .X.DU AS.CO AIR.^C . 
CIRCPGA PEARL. 


Your 241316 . Approved notify CNG by nailgram when office CoraAirSoPac 
disestablished. 
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27 0139 CC. ■ 3THFLT TO GUTCPAC ADV IIIFC CIRC B F. CTF 57 . 

General schedule of employment CTF 57 250437 satisfactory to me. Recom¬ 
mend approval his plan 3. —^ 

27 1135 CINC: AC APV TO CINCSE LIFO CGI UNCL.CCIVTI FI4.CIIigP.lC E.RRL.CO;iTRA;:s.cCIl 

.EARL.COLSOPAC . 

Reply to your 2015Q9 lias been delayed until decisions were reached as 
to pending operations. I am now in x) sit ion to make available to you until 
1 July for lifting -ersonnel and material forward from rear areas the fol¬ 
lowing shi )s of TransRon 11 upon completion discharge of 31st Div in LEYTE 
FRLIONT (APA 44) KNOX (A?A 46) HARRY LEE (APA 10) PRES ADAMS (APA 19) 

PRES HAYES (APA 20) J OHARA (A. A 90) GALLATIN (APA 169) ST CliOIX (APA 231) 
VfAARICK (AKA 09 ) LIBRA (AKA 12) TODD (AKA 71) ALHENA (AKA 9 ) TCLiJER (AKA 
77) ARTE IS (AKA 21). ‘Lie period of availability raay later be extended 
if conditions permit. Additional APA may also become available. Request 
you advise me as to number you can employ. Regret that LST can not be 
provided as all this type in POA vd.ll be required to supply accelerated 
program OKINAWA where unloading docks rd.ll not become available for .oany 
months. 

27 1250 Cl. OIL , ADV 'll CINCE..'. 


Effective 29 April propose that you assuae responsibility for classification 
of areas relative to SS operations south of 23-00 N and west of 122-00 E 
while SATA forces exclusively are operating therein. 

27 1329 C0H7THFLT TO CO; EC-rESIPCSE^QH.Ca.IllILSEAFROIl INFO CINCSNPA. CECCPAC Bam 

COMINCH, 10TH FLT CAIPR . 

Effective 1 Hay dividing line between Southwest Pacific‘Sea Frontier and 
Philippine Sea Frontier modified as follows within S7/PA. From western 
boundary SWPA. The equator to the west coast of BORNEO at the equator 
thence in a northeasterly direction to the east coast of BCRMEO at Lat 
04-00 north thence east to Lat 04-00 north Long 130-00 East. And within 
POA for purposes of control of shipping by SV/PA agencies. CinCSNPA 140321 
September. From Lat 04-00 N Long 130-00 E to L t 04-00 N to 130-35 3. 

26 1423 COMINCH TO GIHCPAC ADV INFO CEICPAC 2 E/JIL. CO: ?AI RPAC.C0H5TNFLT.CGM3RDFLT. 

CTF 50.C0M21ID CARTFPAC. CC PJRPACSUBCC: -FORD. ~ 

Following CarDiv reorganisation effective 1 i£ay. Your 250223. CarDiv 1. 

CV9 ESSEX (F) CV 15 RANDOLPH. CVL 22 I. . SIC IX CVL 25 3 !NS, CarDiv 6. C 1 
CV 14 TICCNDEROGA (F). CV 20 3ENNIK3T0U. CVL 27 L1IC-L2Y. CVL 29 B/sTAAN. 

CADIV 7 . CV 6 Ris: (F). CV31 30I3I0 ME RICKARD. bureaus and offices 

Navy Dept notified. 

27 1300 CINC AC ADV TO CINC AC '.RL INFO DL CJi20TNAF. 21 30MCCK. CNC . 

Following numbers assi'-ned action addee for use in preparation material on 
airfields CHINA, MANCHURIA and KOREA. A - CHINA 400-500. B- MANCHURIA 500- 
600. C - KOREA 251-300. CNC 052109 not to all or needed refers. In accordance 
with agreement my'- 311231 Larch suggest you notify interested commands in¬ 
ducing ComGenCHIHA and CINCAFPAC. 
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28 0712 CINCPOA .ID? TO DE: CC: '20THAF INFO CONCEIT 21 BCHCGM. CGM5THFLT . 

For the present it is considered that an attack on the scale of approp¬ 
riately 1 squadron to each of 6 airdromes'idll constitute an appropriate 
effort against enemy airfields on KYUSHU. 

28 1040 XACANINUE 70 CINC.OA AD7 II.FO CANF. GIF 71. ALLIED AIR FORGE . 

CX 15041. Your 271258. Effective 29 April CINCSWFA will assume responsi¬ 
bility for classification of operating zones in the area south of 23-00 
North and Zest of 122-00 East. 

28 1415 ciiici ao adv 'a, cries:;- i info oa:ufLrzDAi.i’oio^^./P.o ^ p-.ao stintan 

CONSUL-AC. OCNIIJCK.' 

Com5thAF 280047 and 221305. Request ]»sitive action be taken to ensure 
that except in emergency operations of the Allied Air Forces S'./PA roll 
not be extended northeast of FORMOSA 'without prior authorisation by CINCPOA. 
No prior notification or arrangements have been made with ray headquarters 
concerning operations reported by 5th AF 230047 or those announced only 
to ComSubfac by 5thAF 221305. Tlie danger inherent in unexpected penetration 
of air forces through the combat area in the vicinity of the ECTJKYUS and 
KIUSHU must be obvious. 

28 1417 CINCPOA ADV TO GIF - 

Your 280633 affirmative. (Request authority strike TOKYO area 30 April). 

28 1424 CINCPOA ADV TO DM C Li XX AF. CO IGNNAAFNJA . 

Your 271400. ’.hen fighters of TF 93 are used to escort VLA flights the 
fighters should be passed to the operational control of the 20th AF for 
the duration of the operation. 

26 0746 CINCPOA ADV TO CINCSffPA . 

Propose revise inter area boundary for search and reconnaissance as follows 
130 East parallel of Longitude to 20 north thenee to 23 North 123 East 
thence to 26-30 North 123 East thence West along 26-30 North to CHINA 
Coast, Request concurrence, 

28 0020 CTF 51 to C015THFLT INFO CINCPAC BOTH. TF 51. 5THFLT. CQMGEN TEN . 

Special air attack summary. All times I(-9). About 200 enemy planes in 
44 raids attacked U,S, forces at OKINAWA area from 281436 to 290215. During 
daylight CAP made successful interceptions majority of raids before reach¬ 
ing radar pickets and no enemy planes reached transport area until after 
dark, CAP which includes TF 58 planes as well as TG 52,1 and TG 99,2 shot 
down 68 planes before dark. None after dark. Prior 1900 following ships 
shot down planes: BUTLER 2 LCS in RP 12 1, Suicide attacks on DALI TWIGGS 
BENNION, Total enemy destroyed prior to 1900 74. Para, After 1900 
numerous torpedo, bombings and suicide attempts against all types throughout 
area and air bases. Following are credited with splashes, BROWN 2, BENNION 
3, LSM 190 1. Unknown ships at KERAMA RETTO 2, WADSWORTH 2. LCS 119 1. 
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28 0020 CTF 51 to C0M5THFLT. ETC. (CONTINUED) 

LCS 61 1. ST LOUIS 1. BUTLER 2 giving 4 for day. Shore AA 3* And 1 
by unidentified ship in RP 10 area. Total by AA 19, Para, Following 
hit by suiciders after 1900 WADSWORTH 1, LCI 590 1, PICKNEY 1 - total 3. 
Suicide misses BROWN, BUTLER, Total enemy planes destroyed after 1900 24* 
Grand total 98, Probably more later, Para, Following fragmentary reports 
ships hit by suicide planes. At 1744 TWIGGS in radar picket 2 had extensive 
topside damage from hit. At 1748 DALY with TWIGGS hit near wardroom. 

Both ships returned transport area at 28 knots. Doctor in DALY killed manjr 
casualties reported, Para, At 1843 HENNION radar picket 1 damaged slightly, 
Para. At 1905 PINKNEY (APH 2) at KERAMA RETTO hit and afire but fire soon 
brought under control, WADS'/ORTH radar picket 12 hit near bridge chief 
damage destruction of Captain's gig. At 2123 LCI 580 damaged not severe 
but has several wounded, Para, 2250 several bccob hits Yontan Field with 
minor damage. 





28 1000 RICHARDSON COMGENFOA TO CINCPAC ADV INFO CINCPAC PEARL. CG SOPACBACOI . 

CG 81ST DIV NECAL . 

RJ 60141, Recommend concurrence CINCAFPAC be obtained for movement to 
the PHILIPPINES of this unit with the 81st Division in that shipping now 
available at NEW CALEDONIA is 223rd Field Artillery Battalion (l55nm Gun), 
for which there is at present no planned employment in POA. 

29 0203 CINCPAC ADV TO C0M5THFLT INFO COMFWDAREA. CTF 51. CTG 50.5 . 

Revision of areas of responsibility is nav being made which will assign 
search and reconnaissance areas to SWPA, FairWing 1 and FairWing 18. Upon 
promulgation this revision Com5thFlt is requested to review and resubmit 
recommendations similar to those contained in his serial 00057 dated ID 
April. 

29 0819 CINCPAC ADV TO CTF 51 INFO C0M5THFLT. C0M3RDFLT. CQMINCH. COMSERVPAC . 

Present circumstances require special procedures for safeguarding hospital 
ships. Those in combat areas may be attacked deliberately or accidentally 
by enemy or accidentally by friendly forces. Insofar as practicable the 
following arrangements should govern when such ships are in or near combat 
areas. (A) At night darken ship and when possible remain at anchorage to 
benefit from smoke and protection from other ships. (B) When loaded at 
sea be covered but not escorted by suitable combat vessels in general 
vicinity to render prompt assistance if required. (C) When sailing from 
loading area do so by noon when possible and if loading not completed before 
mid afternoon defer sailing until following day. Para. V/hen well clear 
of canbat area follow full hospital ship procedure. Para. Foregoing princi¬ 
ples are for general guide and may be modified to meet special circumstances. 

29 0835 CINCFOA ADV TO C 0 M 5 THFLT INFO CTH 51. CTF 56 . 

CTF 56 261120. I concur in deferment of reconnaissance in force at KUME 
until southern OKINAWA is well in hand. 
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29 0952 CHQ 2WPA TO CINCPOA ADV-COMALT.TEDNAVFORCES INFO ALLIED AIR FORCES MANILA . 

CX 15108# Reference Cincpoa's 250706# Concur in exchange of VPB ID6 for 
VPB 109# ComAir7thFlt authorized direct communication with Cincpoa to 
arrange details of exchange with information copies of radios to Allied 
Air Forces and this Headquarters# 

30 0615 CINCPAC ADV TO C0MF7/DAREA INFO COMAIRPAC .{TOCOUFORD. CQMF AIMING TWO. C0M5THFLI 

CQt7THFLT .CCMAIR7THFLTCL0G). CCMAIRPAC XCaJFAIHWING 1. CINCPOA PEARL.CCHAIR7THFI 

COMF AIMING TEN# 

Transfer VPB-106 to ConffthFleet for duty in exchange for VPB 109. ComFwdArea 
authorized direct communication with ComAir7thFlt to arrange details of ex¬ 
change. Inform Com5thFlt when VPB 109 reacty- for duty HYUKYUS* 

30 0655 CINCPOA ADV TO COMAIRPAC.COMMDAREA.CQM7TSFLT INFO COMAIRPACSUBCCMFORD . 

C0MAIR7THFLT.C0M5THFLT.COMFAIKVING l.CCMF AIMING 2.CINCSWPA.0nMTT]PU ft own 

BUDRD.3UA3R. C011L!ARGILSAR£A.CENCPOA PEARL.BUFERS.CO;? AIR7TH FLT (LOG). 

CTU 94*1*3. 

When ready in May transfer VPB 123 to ComFwdArea for duty and eventual 
assignment to Com5thFlt for duty in FaiiWing 1. Upon reporting VPB 123 
ComFwdArea transfer VPB 116 to 7thFlt as relief for VPB 137* When relieved 

by VPB 116 Com7thFlt return VPB 137 to US for rehabilitation. 

' 

300659 CINCPOA ADV TO COMFWDAREA INFO ISCCH LYO. ISCOM SAIPAN. ISCOhl TINIAN. COU- 
GENPOA. ISCCM GUAM. CINCPOA PEARL. CCMVESCAROIJNES . 

It has come to my attention that there recently occurred on 17/0 a second 
serious explosion that destroyed large quantities of material reqqired 
for development of the island and for prosecution of operations, and that 
jeopardized life. You will at once require the island commander to fur¬ 
nish you with a report of the circumstances add of action taken to effect¬ 
ively prevent recurrence. Advise me in the premises including your comments 
and recommendations. For your guidance it is directed that you establish 
suitable arrangements for keeping yourself promptly informed within your 
command of important matters of whatever nature that directly or indirectly 
affect operations in order that you may initiate suitable action. When 
the circumstances require inform me in connection therewith. 

30 1221 MAC ARTHUR TO CINCPOA ADV. CTF 73. GOIiALLI ED LAND FORCES. 8TH AHMYCOBAEF MANILA 

CONGEN 21ST BQ/iCOM INFO CG USAF CHINA THEATER. APO 879. KOROTAI AND LUZON 

CG 6TH ARMY. CG 14TH AF. CO 10TH Bam.?. 

CX 15210. This radio will be considered as operations instructions 101 / 1 . 
and will become effective 1 May 1945* Operations instructions 101 this 
headquarters dated 15 April 1945 is amended as follows: Delete that portion 
of search sectors 21, 22, 23 and 24 lying to the north and east of a line 
from 26-15 N, 123-00 E to 23-00 N 123-00 E to 21-10 N 127-30 E. 


AFRIL(GCT)' 
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30 1454 CanNCH CNO TO CINCPOA ADV. CINCSWPA INFO C0M7THFLT . 

This has to do with unloading heavy equipment in SWPA and refers to Cincpac 
271135 April and 300243 March and CinCSWPA 201509* In order to handle un¬ 
loading problem into forward bases suggest maximum utilization of IGTs LCMs 
and LSMs. Figures available here indicate 103 LSMs and 303 LCTs now in SWPA. 
In order that additional requirements for LCTs of SWPA can be met desire 
Cincpac take positive action 'as practicable including moving up LCTs under 


own power transporting own LSDs and possible tewing. Cincpoa report, option 
being taken,* £ O 0 4 























29 2154 CINCPOA PEARL TO CINCSWPA INFO CINCPAC ADV. CCMSSRVPAC ■ COMGENPOA. CCMFrfl) AREA. 

COMSERVROM 12. 

Regret that power barge ELECTRA is not available for transfer to MANILA* 
EIECTRA is supplying power to the Army dredge POItW LC&IA which is also 
under operational control of CINCPOA. ELECTRA and POINT LOMA are now em¬ 
ployed in inner AFRA HARBOR, GUAM and scheduled to remain there indefinitely* 
ELECTRA is the ohly power barge in POA* Recent transfer of USS WISEMAN (DE 
667) to MANILA for power supply has already decreased ability to use elec¬ 
tric dredges for forward area work in POA to absolute mini rmim, CINCSWPA 
251617 and ComGenPOA 280604 not to al1 refer* 

30 0541 CCMFWDAHEA TO ISCCM TOO INFO CINCPAC BOTH. 


In view of recent serious accidents and pending completion permanent ammu¬ 
nition dumps in accordance with development plan construction work upon 
which should be expedited and priority raised accordingly take immediate 
steps to rectify and safeguard present temporary ammunition storage by 
(A) Complete isolation of all dangerous salvage material awaiting exami¬ 
nation and final disposal from other types explosives, (B) Separation of 
ammunition in temporary revetments in accordance with War Department TM 
9-1900 to fullest extent practicable. Provisions of TM9-1900 Article 116 
B 1 do not in my opinion at this late stage island development warrant 
conditions of unsafe stowage now existing. Deeper revetments with baffles 
and covering against stray shots most necessary, 

30 0549 CINCPOA ADY TO CINCPOA PEARL.CQUHAWSSAFRON.CQJMARGILSAREA.COMAIRPAC.COMSERV- 

PAC. COMGENPOA . 

Para one. The missions of bases assigned by ny serial 0005035 of 15 April 
1945 are modified as follows, Thg^reductions involved will be effected by 
1 July 1945. (A) At KWAJALEIN ATOLL EBEYE ISLAND will continue as a Naval 

Air Base to provide headquarters for the Atoll Comdr and ComMarGils with 
facilities only for emergency staging of seaplanes, (B) The mission of 
KWAJALEIN ISLAND is changed to read "A Naval and Air Base to support opera¬ 
tions of Fleet units, of the Air Transport Services of the Army and Navy 
and of Marine aircraft assigned to the MARSHALL GILBERT Area", Under this 
mission facilities will be retained for 4 Marine squadrons, (C) At ENIWETOK 
Atoll the mission of ENGEBI ISLAND is cancelled. All its aviation aortfrfatatani 
activities will be transferred to ENIWETOK ISLAND ex cept far a token garri- 
^ son, (D) At MIKVAY ATOLL EASTERN ISLAND will be reduced temporarily*to 
an emergency landing field with personnel for maintenance only, Para 

30 061; Two, In view change in primary mission of KWAJALEIN ISLAND, decreased 

defensive requirements, control by Naval Atoll Commander and predominance 
of naval and Marine personnel desire relief of al1 Army units except those 
required for operation and support of ATC including AACS. Cincpoa Pearl 
initiate action in cooperation with info addees by one July to replace 
Army combat units and service troops with corresponding Naval and Marine 
units, AA troops should be replaced by small detachment of the 51st 
Defense Battalion from ENIiTETOK. Desire Naval Aviator as Island Commander. 
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30 0614 CINCPOA ADV TO CCMNATS INFO COHNATSPAC. CTF 94. CTF 99 . 

I have not authorized establishment of any regular passenger service by 
NATS or ATC between MARIANAS and RYUKYUS. Services of AirEvac Group 1 
under CTF 94 plus ATC aircraft available for air evacuation a nd combat 
transports fill present needs and use services available at OKINAWA* 

Request you correct your 1 May schedule accordingly and direct CamNatsPac 
cancel his serial 0358 of 25 April which does not adequately recognize 
operational control AirEvacGroup 1 by CTF 94* Authorization for regular 
services will await recommendation CTF 99* 

01 0135 CCMFWDAREA TO CINCPOA REAR INFO CINCPAC ADV.COMGENAAFPOA.COMGSNPOA.COMGflJ 

21ST BOMCOM.CGAAFPOA ADMIN.ISCCM GUAM. ISCOM TINIAN. ISCCM SAIPAN * 

Your 290239* ISy 162130 provided storage for 60 day stock level each in¬ 
cendiary and high explosive bombs, made up of 500 lb., 1000 lb., and 2000 
lb. GP bombs and #46. AN-M17. A1WT76. And AN-M47A2 incendiary bombs. 

Basis for this was operations planned by 21st BamCota for 5 VLR wings total¬ 
ing expenditures of 10,000 WT tons per wing per month. At this rate 60 day 
reserve each incendiary and high explosive bombs totals 200,000 WT tons* 
Remaining 30,000 tons ny 162130 required for stowage miscellaneous types 
for special missions* 60 day reserve each incendiary and high explosive 
bombs was considered necessary by 21ST BomCom to accomplish without re¬ 
strictions whatever operational directives may be assigned including ac¬ 
celerated sustained operations requiring exclusive use of either incendiary 
or high explosive bombs. Plans for storage contemplate continuation of 
standard safety factors and standard hardstand construction. In view of 
limited space on TINIAN as further reduced by 5 general hospitals author¬ 
ized your serial 001542 it will be necessary to use about 50 $ of present 
FEA agricultural acreage for additional bomb storage* Upon reconsideration 
my 162130 it is opinion this command that 60 days reserve is not required 
and total stowage figures listed therein may be reduced 1/3 on assumption 
that uniform flow of replacement ammunition ordered from rear areas will 
be accomplished. The necessary increase in stowage would then be GUAM 
28,000 TINIAN 25,000 SAIPAN 0. 

01 0507 CINCPAC ADV TO CTF 51 INFO CCMINCH. C0I.I3RDFLT. C0M5THFLT. COUSERVPAC . 

Your 301055 destroyer within 1 mile of a hospital ship might be taken by 
enemy as escort. Desire that normally the covering destroyer be approxi¬ 
mately 3 miles astern* Note that hospital ships should darken ship at 
sea as well as in port except when well clear of combat area* 

01 0533 CINCPOA ADV TO COMGENAAFPOA (BOTH) INFO CQMAIRPAC.CINCPOA PEARL,CQMCARTRANS- 
RONSPAC. CQ?fFYroAKEACENTPAC♦ 

Desire information as to your long range plans for movement of replacement 
Arny aircraft to forward areas. Assume that the capabilities of Jhaqi air¬ 
craft to move by air or as deck loads on miscellaneous cargo shipping will 
be fully exploited in your planning, 

01 0759 CINCPOA ADV TO CINCSWPA INFO CCM7THFLT.COMALLIEDFORCES gWPA.CMGENlSTMARAIRr - 
WING. COMAIR7THFLT. 

Your 300921. Concur in your retention of group headquarters and one squadron 
of MarAirGroup 25 until last combatant MarAirGroup is withdrawn pursuant to 
ny serial 005034 and mydis 260217. The other squadron may be needed in June 
or July on short notice but is available for use in SWPA until further notice 



is riven. 
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01 073S I500M IBP JIMA TO COhIF'JDAREA . (Intercept) 


Ammunition dump explosion night 25-26 April, see my report of SARI to you 
in daily airmailgram reports of 26 and 27th. Report of board of officers 
forwarded you earliest possible date. Investigation of same directed and 
started at daylight after fire. Present information indicates fire started 
in a revetted slot containing underwater demolition tubes left by amphibious 
force and quickly spread to adjoining slots of same material, then to mis¬ 
cellaneous ammunition being sorted, and finally to slot of Navy 350 lb. depth 
bombs which caused severe explosion. Cause of fire flare released by eneny 
action or boulder from sidehole MT SURIBACHI. Injuries to personnel were 
2 moderate and 1 moderate shock. In addition to destruction of ammunition 
seme organizational equipment of 23rd CB Bn was burned and damaged in a 
nearby dump. About 150 drums of motor gas burned, 3 Quonsets were damaged, 
and about 200 tents suffered seme damage, practically all slight and are 
repairable. Plans were already underway for moving part of this ammunition 
to extreme northern end of island. Central part of island already had dumps 
of explosives and is largely taken up with airfields, personnel and instal¬ 
lations* Planned ammunition dumps had to be abandoned due to recent modifi¬ 
cations made to airfields, changes in locations of airstrips and harbor, 
and resulting necessary shifting in operating personnel. A second board of 
five experienced officers headed by Commodore Johnson appointed 29 April to 
locate storage areas and best method of storage in each of ammunition, ex¬ 
plosives and drummed gasoline on this island. When approved, it will be 
forwarded to your headquarters for information or action. The explosion of 
dynamite on April 2nd caused by a shot at night killed one and slightly 
injured 14 to J® 17. Property damaged other than the dynamite was negligible. 
In view of Cincpo Adv 300659 indicating large material damage due to dynamite 
explosion, it is requested that this information be passed thereto. The 
entire northern half of this island has been the scene of continuous patrol¬ 
ling and mopping up operations day and night. Since March 25 1,726 Japs 
have been killed to 775 captured they are still aggressive and aranunition 
has to be safeguarded. 


01 0810 C0HGEN2AC0RPS TO COIIGEN TEN INFO COLTACTICAL AF.CaiAIimEFMSEC0MD.CG7THIMFl)IV 

CTG 51.1. CTUs 51.1.1. 51.1.3. 51.1.2.CTG 55.20, 51.10 CTF 58.55.51.52*10. 

Cite 14 TF GCG. Since L Day there have been repeated instances of friendly 
combat planes bombing rocketing and strafing troops within the lines of 24 
Corps at times other than on called or permitted missions. So far as 
known no offending pilots have been identified or punished although reports 
have been made. It is expected that some of these are sightseers or return¬ 
ing CAP planes.• Many casualties have occurred from these actions as well 
as lowered confidence of troops in our splended close air support* Most 
recent incidents are: 

(A) At about 284730 2 Corsairs strafed from TA 8572A NW to TA 8475K, 
circled and strafed from TA 84741 to TA 84740. 1 man wounded. 1 plane bore 
number 550 . 

(B) 301730 4 planes identified as Corsairs strafed and bembed or rocketed 
a truck approximately 2000 yards inside lines of 7th Div. Truck had large 
white star on hood and other easily identified vehicles such a3 jeeps and 
3 quarter tons were in the general vicinity. 7 men killed and 17 wounded. 
Front lines were clearly marked by large colored panels. 1 of the 4 planes 
involved was reported to carry the number 20* This plane was reported 

to have made the 1st pass but did not fire. 


- Continued - 
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01 0810 C0MGEN24C0RPS TO CQMGEN TEN (CONT'D) 

Unless these incidents are caused by enemy planes, I do not believe they 
can happen if all pilots are properly instructed and obey orders. I make 
urgent request that investigation be made and that if pilots are identified 
diciplinary action appropriate to punishment for manslaughter be applied* 

I further request that all hands make every effort to brief all pilots 
operating in the area to make no attacks at any time on southern OKINAWA 
except by request or permission of this headquarters on well identified 
and clearly located eneny targets. 

01 1419 GHQ SWPA (MACARTHUR) TO CIHCFOA ADV INFO AGWAR. GENERAL STYSR . 

CX 15276. Lt. Gen. Styer will soon assume command of reorganized logistic 
command of AFPAC . He makes an urgent request for the assignment of Major 
General E. H. Leavey for duty as his Chief of Staff. V/hile it is appreci¬ 
ated tliat this officer now fills a position of importance it is felt that 
his special knowledge and wide experience give him the highest qualifi¬ 
cations for the proposed position of even greater importance. It would be 
appreciated if this officer could be made available. 

02 0020 CINCPAC ADV TO CCMHESSEATRON INFO CINCPOA PEARL.CINCSWPA. C0M7THFLT.COMINCH 

ADCOMPHIBSPAC. CQL'JHIBSPAC. CNO . 

Tour 282218, 10 APA will be sailed from PEARL to West Coast arriving 

by 10 May for 1 lift to SWPA. 10 additional APA can be sailed to arrive 
West Coast for same purpose by 25 May. 15 additional APA can be made 
available during June provided other requirements do not interfere. Will 
advise later. Para. The 13 APA now under voyage repairs West Coast are 
already allocated for POA lifts. 

02 0251 CTF 58 to C0M5THFLT INFO CTF 51. CINCPAC ADV . 

Tour 012326. Do not recommend fighter sweeps against KYUSHU with 2 TGs 
unless completely relieved of any responsibility for defense of OKINAWA, 
Believe such a sweep not profitable on widely dispersed aircraft which are 
staged into the area camouflaged and take off as soon as refueled. In 
order to produce results on fighter sweeps fighters must remain in the 
area for considerable time in order to find target and have advantage of 
weather to insure visibility. If the Baka plane is the Betty type it has 
a demonstrated cruising and attack range of 600 miles with torpedo. 

02 0538 CINCPOA ADV TO C0MGSNP0A INFO CINCPOA PEARL.COMNATS.CQ.UNATSPAC.CGPACDIV ATC . 

Tour 302224 is concurred in and my 270020 is modified accordingly. The 
facts are that the naval air evacuation group operating between OKINAWA 
and the MARIANAS evacuated 1585 Army 77 Navy and 59 Marines during the 
period 8-30 April and aircraft of the same group evacuated 232 Arny 316 Navy 
115 Marines from GUAM to the eastward. Para. Under the provisions of my 
OpPlan 14-44 as now amended there will be a capacity of 600 patients a week 
from the MARIANAS to the eastward via ATC and 300 via NATS. 

02 0648 C0M5THFLT TO CTF 58 Info CTF 51. CINCPAC ADV HQ . 


Tour 020251. Do not make fighter sweep. 
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02 0803 CTG 50.5 to CTF 51 INFO C0M5THFLT.COMGSN T3N.COM NAB YONTAN.CTF94.CINCPOA ADV 

My 010251 not to nor needed by all. Cognizant units at Yontan agree VFB 109 
can be accomodated that field now without disruption of maximum fighter 
operations. On this basis request authority to deploy VPB 109 Yontan 
when ready estimated about 9 May. Present Privateers will be withdrawn 
upon arrival FPB 109. 

02 1846 COMWESSEAFRON TO CINCPAC ADV INFO CINCPAC PEARL.ADCOMFHIBSPAC.CNO.CQMPHIBSPAC 

MyDis 282218 to Cincpoa Pearl and 012352 to you. Due to new developments 
will probably now require all APA’s offered UrDis 020020. Will advise 
definitely 3 May. 

02 2110 COHINCH & CNO NO. 43 to CIHCPAC/CINCPOA BOTH . 

The Joint Chiefs of Staff have approved the following policy on the release 
of atrocity stories* Theater Commanders may clear atrocity stories sub¬ 
mitted for censorship within existing security requirements. They may 
make such official releases on atrocities as they deem desirable. In 
those cases where it is intended to request than an official protest be 
made by the United States Government protest must be made prior to an of¬ 
ficial release concerning the atrocity. 

03 0600 CINCPOA ADV TO COLIAIRPAC INFO C0M5THFLT.CCLI3RDFLr.AIRPACSUBCCM. CINCPOA PEARL 

COMMARGILS. COMINCH . 

Concur with proposals contained in your serial 00847 dated 18 April. In 
the future movement orders for units containing aircraft carriers in an 
operational status will contain authority to execute operation "FUDDLE" 
followed by the target designation. Operation "FUDDLE" will be a hit and 
run carrier strike on the designated target with the combined objective 
of keeping bypassed enemy bases in the rear areas inoperational and under 
surveillance while at the same time providing final training for carrier 
air groups in all phases of combat operations. Operation "FUDDLE" shall 
be limited to those attacks that can be made in a 12 hour period. Forward 
movement of units involved will not be delayed more than 24 hours in order 
to execute this operation. Target designation will in each instance be 
obtained from ComMarGils and the approximate date of attack will be in¬ 
cluded in the order. All concerned must be informed in advance. 

03 0601 CINCPAC ADV TO CTF 51 INFO CCM5THFLT . 

Approve your proposal to send out loaded hospital ships with trailing ship 
not later than 1000 I(-9) with hospital ships proceeding under fill hos¬ 
pital ship procedure upon departure and throughout voyage unless otherwise 
specifically directed. Do not approve hospital ships proceeding darkened 
executing zigzag and being actually escorted as alternatively suggested. 
Desire empty AH as well as loaded AH be provided with rescue vessel. 
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03 1242 COMSUBPAC TO 5TH AIR FORCE RESCUE INFO CINCPAC ADV HQ . 

Replying to your 030642, No further action taken in view my orders from 
Cincpoa which are based on compliance his 281415 to CINCSWPA which 5th AF 
received for information, 

03 2106 COMWESSEAFRON TO CINCPAC PEARL INFO CINCPAC ADV. ADCQMPHIBSPAC . 

UrDis 290055 in immediate future can utilize such additional APA’s for 
cargo loadings to POA destinations as you can make available. Foregoing 
also applies AKA’s, Advise names ETD PEARL destinations and dates required 
free of cargo, 

03 2315 C0M5THFLT TO CINCPAC ADV INFO CTF 51 . 

ComAF 5 040159 indicates practical ly no strikes by SoWesPac on FORMOSA 
fields today. Weather there appears favorable for strikes. We suffered 
considerable losses to screening vessels in sundown attacks yesterday made 
by Formosan planes, 

04 0204 CINCPAC ADV TO CINCSWPA INFO COM AF5. CCU5THFLT . 

Com5thFlt 032315 passed to you with the request that effort against For¬ 
mosan airfields continue at maximum practicable effectiveness, 

04 1200 COMGSN TEN TO NONE INFO CG3RDFHIBC0RPS.. CG FMF. CINCPOA BOTH. CG 2ND MARDIV . 

Urgency occupying KUME, AGUNI and IH3YA thoroughly appreciated. To 
relieve picket burden in most expeditious and efficient manner recommend 
abtaining 2nd MarDiv. If approved will take action to fly 2nd Div planners 
here to complete details. Personnel of Div to start loading immediately 
ready for hurried call up. After securing islands Marines to be relieved 
by garrison troops from OKINAWA soon as practicable. Current tactical 
situation and depleted status 27th Div dictates against use combat troops 
now present in area. Am taking action to expedite arrival AWS 11 for KUME, 
Exploring availability other AWS units which might arrive earlier, 

04 1252 MAC ARTHUR TO COMAAF INFO CINCPOA ADV. C0M5THFLT . 

CX 15477. Radios from Com5thFlt and Cincpoa Adv Hq state that their forces 
in the OKINAWA area suffered considerable losses from sundown attacks yes¬ 
terday made by Formosan planes and request that effort against Formosan 
airfields continue at maximum practicable effectiveness. Desire maximum 
practicable concentration of effort on FORMOSA Airfields from which hostile 
strikes can be made against OKINAWA forces in order to insure a continued 
neutralization of enemy air forces. 


2890 












MAY (GCT) 


04 0213 CINCPAC ADV TO C0H3RDFLT. C0M5THFLT. CTF 94 Info COILFAIKWING 1. COMFAIHWING 

IB. CINCSWP A . - 

Subject is area boundaries for search and reconnaissance responsibilities# 
Boundary between POA and SWPA is 130 degrees E parallel of Long to 20 de¬ 
grees N thence to 23 degrees N 123 degress E thence to 26-30 N 123 E 
thence W along 26—30 N to CHINA Coast* Within POA boundary between 
task fleet (FairWing l) and TF 94 (FairWing IB) from 20 degrees N 130 E 
to 25 degrees N 135 E thence N along 135 degrees E to coast of JAPAN. 

Upon request of TF Comdr the area N and W of line 30 degrees N 135 E to 
32-30 N 140 E thence N along 140 degrees E to Coast of JAPAN will be as¬ 
signed to FairWing 1. These areas of responsibility will be the basis for 
assignment of Fleet Air Forces. This assignment becomes effective at 2400 
I(-9) 5 May. 

04 1114 CTF 5B to CQM5THFLT.CINCPAC ADV HQ . 

On 2 May 1 Tony splashed by VPN. KIKAI and TOKUNO Airfields attacked. On 
3 May OKINAWA target CAP shot down 1 Dinah. On ground destroyed 1 plane 
and damaged 19 at Tokuno, KIKAI and TANEGA SHIMA Airfields. Cratered WAN 
airfield and started fires barracks revetment and wooded areas near field. 
Damaged motor boat. On 4 May splashed 96 planes as follows 4 by VFN rear 
force 21 by UMAAI and KIKAI CAP 67 by OKINAWA target CAP and 4 by division 
force CAP victored into melee NE of N tip of OKINAWA. Borabdd WAN airfield. 

1 of our Hellcats was diving on a Val today when an unident Corsair dove 
on him and started firing. Hellcat broke off to avoid Corsairs and Val 
made a perfect hit on a destroyer in picket station 1. Pilots returning 
later reported sighting suspicious acting single Corsair over DDs at approach 
point 2 at 13051. Corsair took evasive action to prevent close investiga¬ 
tion but pilots noticed shiny waxed appearance with vulture marking on 
starboard wing star on port wing and no tail markings. Cumulative casualties 
through 2 May. MIA during flight operations: combat 11B pilots 40 aircrew- 
men. Operational 34 pilots 17 aircrewmen 1 combat photographer. On board 
ships 502 killed in action. 162 missing in action. 1121 WIA. Above incom¬ 
plete for FRANKLIN and HAGGARD as explained ny 280514 and includes estimate 
of 80 on HAZELWOOD in addition known 13 dead and 30 wounded. 

04 0735 DEFCOMAF 20 to BOMCOM 21 Info CINCPOA ADV . 

CNO 022234 and Cincpoa 040246 request you comply with latter. 

04 1238 CINCPOA ADV TO DEPCOM XX AF INFO CG XXI BOMCCM. C0K5THFLT . 

Your STNXF-19-1 DTG 190025. My 280712 request daily bombing KYUSHU airdromes 
continue until fighter fields IE SHIMA are activated. 

04 1710 DEPCOMAF 20 to 21 BOMCOM Info CINCPOA ADV. C0M5THFLT . 

See Cincpoa Adv Hq 041238. Request you comply. 

04 2124 CINCPAC ADV TO C0U7THFLT INFO COMAIRPAC.COMD5SPAC.COMSERVPAC.COMFHIBSPAC. 

CQMINCH. COMINPAC. COMMTBRONSPAC. COMSUBPAC . 

Direct appropriate senior 7thFlt administrative commanders in each type to re¬ 
port with forces under their command by letter to appropriate type commanders 
Pacific Fleet for purposes of type administration. . , 
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05 0036 Q0M5THFLT TO CTG 50.5 Info CTFs 51. 53. 94. CINCPQA ADV . 

Institute searches to cover area previously covered from IWO JIMA and 
TINIAN and now assigned to TF (FairWing 1) by Cincpoc Adv 040213 and ad¬ 
vise search coordinates and sector calls. No coverage to eastward of 
135-00 E will be required of you for the present, 

04 1637 SECNAV TO C0H7THFLT INFO CINCPAC BOTH HQ . 

In order to maintain stock levels required by your Fleet Instructions your 
240S55 and with further reference to CNO letter serial 0210312 June 12 44 
subject Supply of Fuels and Common Naval Stores in SoWesPac. You are 
authorized by para 3 affirm my ltr of IS Jan to issue provisions GSK items 
ammunition and fuel necessary to Allied Forces operating as part of 7thFlt, 
Foregoing subject to special instructions covering BPF set out in CNO 
serials 37105-G of 9 April 1945 and 39605-G of 17 April 1945 now in mail, 

05 1205 CINCPAC ADV HQ TO C0M7THFLT INFO COMEWDAREA. COMNATS. COMNATSPAC, 

Your 040S51 Air Evac Group 1 is under operational control ComFwdArea, Make 
requests direct to latter. He is hereby authorized make air evacuation 
aircraft available to evacuate stretcher cases from TACL03AN subject to 
meeting requirements at OKINAWA which for the present have higher priority, 

05 1247 CINCPQA ADV TO COMSOPAC, COI'FJDAREA.COMMARGILS. CQJGSNTEN INFO CINCPAC PEARL 

COMGENPOA . 

Women are now present and connected with various activities in areas where 
many of the restraining influences of normal life in a well established and 
orderly community are greatly weakened. The arrangements for safeguarding 
life and person that exist in such communities are frequently lacking or 
exist to only a limited degree. Some of the areas are sparsely settled 
and primitive conditions exist. In many places members of enemy combatant 
forces are still at large. You are directed to take adequate measures for 
protection of our womanhood whether they are in the Armed Services or other¬ 
wise present in the area under your command. Such action should include 
any necessary restrictions on hours and movements of women etc. 

05 1815 CTF 51 to CCM5THFLT INFO COMSSRVPAC.CINCPAC ADV.CTG51.15.CaiSER0N10(RSP KERMl 
RETTO 1 ). COMSERON 10. 

In view of large number of damaged ships and urgent need of drydocking time 
now estimated at well over 100 days and increasing daily repeat recommenda¬ 
tions made my 222155 April. A minimum of 4 and preferably 6 ARDs should be 
provided also sufficient manpower to permit continuous use these facilities 
at maximum capacity. Recommendation based on: 

(A) Necessity of returning units fully repaired to operating status at 
early date to maintain protection this area. 

(B) Need for returning ships damaged beyond capacity local forces for 
complete restoration to rear areas to prevent loss or further damage. 

(C) Certainty of continued air attack with continued percentage of 
damage rates. This matter becomes more urgent every day. There is berthing 
and operating room for 6 ARDs. 
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06 0126 CCBJ5THFLT TO CINCFAC ADV INFO CTF 58. CTF 51 . 

BomCom 21*s 050450* Do not believe scale of enemy air effort justifies 
reduction in B29 commitment to KYUSHU Airfield attacks. Recommend commit¬ 
ment be increased rather than reduced with special heavy effort just prior 
to resumption of each enemy periodic full out attack. 

06 0814 CING'-OA ADV TO ISCOM SAIPAN INFO C INCAFPAC. CCHGENPOA. COI.FORDAREA . 

For Major General Jarman. Incident to your prospective change in status I 
wish to express my personal appreciation of the loyal cooperation and ef¬ 
ficient service which you have given during the past year to congratulate 
you on your achievements in the development of SAIPAN and to express my 
hope that our close association in the war against JAPAN will continue until 
our job is done. Nimitz. 

06 0816 CINCPOA ADV TO CINCAFPAC INFO CO 1 IF..DARIA.COMGENFMFPAC. ISCCM SAIPAN.CCMGENPOA 

COMGEN WPBC . 

The 24th Inf Regiment now assigned to the garrison of SAIPAN will be avail¬ 
able on 15 May for such other assignment as may be desired and will be re¬ 
leased to your operational control on departure. It is intended to have 
their present duties which are decreasing in importance performed initially 
by available elements of the Fleet Marine Force and later by Marine Military 
Police and Guard Battalions formed for that purpose. 





06 0819 CINCPOA ADV TO AL.P0A INFO CIHINCH. CNO . 

Effective 15 May there is hereby established the Naval Operating Base, 

SAIPAN which will comprise all naval shore activities at the Island of 
SAIPAN in the MARIANAS including the following principal components: 

NAB, KOBLER; NAB, TANAPAGj NAB, MARPI POINT; NAB, KAGMAN POINT; NSD, SAIPAN; 
NAVAL MAGAZINE, SAIPAN; Naval Repair Base, TANAPAG; Marine Corps activities, 
SAIPAN. 

06 0820 CINCPOA ADV TO COMFWDAIEA.ISCCM SAIPAN.COhiDT NOB SAIPAN INFO COMNCH.CINCAFPAC 

COMGENPOA. COMGEN WPBC. CCMGEN 2ND MARDIV . 

Effective on reporting RAdm F.E.M. Whiting USN as Coradt NOB SAIPAN about 
15 May he will also relieve Maj.Gen. Jarman as IsCom SAIPAN and report to 
COMFWDAREA for that duty. This action is taken in view of the assignment 
of General Jarman, US Army, as ComGen Western Pacific Base Command with 
responsibilities direct to higher authority in the Array for activities 
outside the island of SAIPAN, to permit the Navy to meet more directly 
the responsibilities assigned by JCS 250/5 and JCS 819/5 and to release 
Army personnel to Army control pursuant to JCS 1259/4* It is expected 
that MajGen Jarman will retain his present headquarters for use in his 
capacity as ComGen WPBC* 

06 0833 CINCPOA ADV TO ALPOA INFO CINCAFPAC. C0M7THFLT. COMINCH, CNO . 

Effective 1 June the present Forward Area Central Pacific is redesignated 
the "Marianas Area". No change in limits, mission or organization are 
involved. The long and short titles of the Area Commander will be "Com¬ 
mander MARIANAS" and "ComMARIANAS" respectively. 
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06 0920 C0M5THFLT TO CTF 51. CTF 58 Info 5thFlt.GO'3RDFLT.CINCPAC BCTH.COI.ISERVPAC , 

Movement of ServRon 10 facilities from ULITHI to LEYTE commences 7 May* 
Complete replenishment and repair facilities vd.ll be available ULITHI for 
TG of TF 58 scheduled arrive there about 16 May* 3rd rotational group of 
TF 58 should proceed LEYTE when due for upkeep and replenishment* TF 51 
ships which can arrive by 19 May proceed ULITHI later arrivals proceed 
LEYTE* Commencing 24 May complete replenishment and repair facilities avail¬ 
able LEYTE for TF 51 ships as well as for 1 group of TF.58, Subsequent 19 
May my 080340 April continues in effect except that large ships not re¬ 
quiring docking and all ships not requiring Navy Yard repairs shall be 
routed LEYTE instead of ULITHI. ComServRon 10 advise originator and action 
adees if change in above becomes necessary, 

06 1127 CINCPOA ADV HO TO DEPCOM 20TH AF INFO CG21BQi.IC0M.C0M5THFLT. CTF 58 . 

The proposal of 21 BomCom 050450 is concurred in with the understanding 
that the scale of harassing attack on KYUSHU will average 4 squadrons a 
day, I will request heavier ■ ta raic m attacks when I consider the situation 
requires them, 

06 0846 CINCPAC ADV TO CINCSWPA INFO COMINCH. C0M7THFLT. CINCPAC PEARL. COMDESPAC . 

In amplification of last paragraph my 200344 (not to all adees) and in 
view of Cora7thFlt*s 050659 request release of DesRon 23 to my operational 
control, 

07 0622 COMGSN TEN TO C0M5THFLT Info CINCPAC ADV. CTF 51. ISCOM IE SHIMA. ISCOM 
OKINAWA. COMTAF . 

Following steps taken Com5thFlt 060129 and 061204* 1 additional Engr* Bn. 
being applied immediately Kadena Airfield construction and 1 additional 
NCB Bn Yorrtan making total 4 Bns Kadena and 2 Bns Yontan while continuing 
CHIMU and MASE Airfields, At IE SHIMA 2 Engr Bns being applied to air¬ 
field construction with priority of features to permit earliest possible 
operation 2 groups fighters. Consultation with TAF indicates present plan 
widening Kadena strip and provision more taxiways and hardstand will ac¬ 
commodate maximum number VF CoraTAF can operate in near future. Have 
determined this method provides most rapid practicable fighter field 
construction sequence with means available for earliest maximum employ¬ 
ment of fighters. After consultation Com5thFlt IsCom OKINAWA immediately 
deferred efforts toward heavy bomber priorities and has concentrated 
efforts on fighter facilities. Being unloaded now are 17 1000 barrel 
AvGas tanks which will be installed rapidly as possible. These tanks 
together with 3 additional tanks on hand and pipe fittings and pumps 
being unloaded will provide total of 8-1000 barrel tanks at Yontan 
and 14-1000 barrel tanks at Kadena. Additional AvGas bulk tank materials 
arrive May 10 and May 18. Preliminary work will be accomplished to per¬ 
mit rapid installation this additional tank storage OKINAWA, Temporary 
bulk tanks and ready tanks IE SHIMA will be completed by May 12. Drum 
AvGas OKINAWA now 2000. 15000 additional drums within week and 30000 

additional drums by 17th. IE SHIMA drum AvGas 15000 being discharged 
now. This constitutes confimation to IsCom OKINAWA. 
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07 0640 


CINCPOA ADV TO COMFV/DAREA. COHGENPOA INFO CINCAFPAC. ISCOM SAIPAN. 

ISCOM TIMIAM. CQHGEN WPBC. CINCPOA PEARL. 


Whenever 1st Bn of 24th Inf Regt leaves TINIAN Lfy-Dis 060816 request the 
MP Co new at SAIPAN or an equivalent unit be made available to IsCom 
—^ TINIAN. Patrols, guard and other duties now being performed by the Inf 

Bn will then be assigned to MP Co and other forces locally available. 

07 1U5 ISCOM OKINAWA TO CTF 56 Info COMTAF. COMABS OKINAWA. CTF 51. ISCOM IE . 
CTU 99.3.5. CINCPOA ADV. C0H5THFLT. 


Reference 0om5thFlt»s 060129 instructions in full accord with expressed 
desires of Com5thFlt regarding maximum and most rapid development of 
fighter airfields on both OKINAWA and IE SHIMA were issued by me on 5 
May these projects are being pushed to the fullest with all available 
facilities base development construction program has been deferred where 
it interferes in the least with the completion of fighter fields at earliest 
possible date. 


06 2209 CINCPOA PEARL TO AAFPOA ADMIN INFO CGAAFPOA.XXI BCMCCM.CG TEN.CINCPAC ADV . 



Your 032132. It is not contemplated that the airfield construction pro¬ 
gram in OKINAWA utilizing forces available can progress beyond the es¬ 
sential operational stages. Engineering necessity dictates that the broad¬ 
ened specifications be adopted. It is not anticipated that long continuous 
grades will exceed 1 percent on VLR fields as the coutnry is gently undu¬ 
lating however if such an increase is dictated due to field conditions 
then Cincpoa will accept recommendations that the particular field re¬ 
ceive special consideration either decreasing the grade to 1 percent or 
increasing the length depending on engineering considerations. Your 050235 
the approaches on IE SHIMA are 0. Fields for very long range fighters 
will be specified initially at 6000 ft with extentions to 7500 ft when 
labor is available. 




07 1145 C0M7THFLT TO C0M7THPHIB.CINCSWPA INFO ALL TFC 7THFLT.AUSTRALIAN COMMONWEALTH 

NAVAL BOARD. CINCPAC BOTH. COMINCH. CNO . 

Admiral Kinkaid departs for conference in Washington and turns over com¬ 
mand of Seventh Fleet to Vice Admiral Barbey as of 0600 I Tuesday 8 May. 

07 2314 CGAAFPOA ADMTN TO CGAAF.C0MAF20.CGPOA.COMINCH. CINGPOA BOTH.COMGENAAFPOA . 

CINCAFPAC INFO CGFEAF.BaiC0M21.B0MCQL120.FITECaij7.CCglAF7.7TH FIGHTER WING 

AD GUAM. CCTIAIREURV 6. HAD. \(MAR. 

23641: Lt.Gen. Barney M. Giles assumes command of Army Air Forces Pacific 
Ocean Areas per general order 62 this Hq. 4 May 1945, and pursuant to 
General Order 10 Hq. 20th AF office of the DepCora 4 May 1945 is announced 
as DepCom20thAF POA. 

08 0159 CINCPAC ADV TO CINCSWPA INFO C0M5THFLT. COMAAF SWPA . 


No air intent received frcci ComAF 5 Tor 7 May. No strikes against FORMOSA 
included in ComAF 5 M0724E air intent for 8 May. If practicable request 
positive advance information when FORMOSA is not to be included for any 
reason in order that Com5thFlt may be advised of possible increased enemy 
activity from that area. 
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08 0234 CIWCPOA ADV TO COHINCH INFO CINCPOA PEARL, CINCAFPAC . 



Your 061801. I am agreeable to releasing Major General Leavey for service 
with Lieutenant General Styer as proposed. However in order that he may 
not be embarrassed by responsibilities to both of us and in order to 
clarify his status I am detaching him and directing him to report to Com- 
GenPOA as of 10 May. Request Chief of Staff, U.S. Army be so informed. 


08 0236 CINCPOA ADV TO COHINCH & CKO INFO CINCPOA PEARL HQ . 


o 

o 



The policy set by my 051711 concerning return of Construction Battalions 
to the mainland was decided upon after careful consideration of all the 
factors concerned and will be adhered to unless exceptions are directed 
by higher authority. CNO 071920. Ity 051711 took into account also the 
equally long overseas service of the combat troops who are equally desirous 
of returning to the mainland. Under present instructions both combat and 
construction troops are rotated as individuals but not as complete units. 

08 0518 CINCPAC ADV TO C0UBATR0NS ]&2. CCMCRUPAC.CQiDESPAC.CDTCLANT INFO CTG 58.1. 
58.2. 58,2. COIUNCI&CNO.3U0RD.CINC?AC PEARL.COMSERVPAC.C0MSERVR0N10.NAD 

PUGET SOUND. NAD MARS ISLAND. CQ(V/ESSEAFRQN.C0M3RDFLT.CQ.?5THrLT.COMFHIBSPAC 

C0L3m3FHIB.C0H5THFHIB.C0TCPAC.CCTCLANT.CTF58.CTG 58.4. 58.5. 

In view changed situation as regards probability of major surface action 
desire cruisers and battleships leaving West Coast or i—m M rifg transit- 
ting Canal be loaded as follows: 

Caliber Loading 

16", 14", 12" 40 rounds per gun AP, then HC to capacity 

git 60 " n n if ft 11 ft ft 

6 ft 1£)0 " " " " »t 1 * tt n 

Each AP projectile should be matched with a service charge, and each HC 
with a reduced charge (except 6"). Excess pcwder capacity over projectile 
capacity should be used for additional service charges. Desire that ships 
now in forward area with preponderantly AP loads approach this loading 
gradually be replacing AP expenditures with HC. 

08 0819 CINCPOA ADV TO CCM.GEN HARWING FOUR INFO COMMARGILS.COHFWDARBA.CGFHFPAC . 
CflMAIRPAC. CAPSCF. COMAG 21. 

Upon transfer of VMF(N) 533 from MarGils to OKINAWA desix*e maintain a 4 
plane VMF(N) detachment for night fighter defense of MarGils Area. Re¬ 
quest you take necessary action to implement. 



* 
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06 0129 C0K5THFLT TO CTF 56 Info CCMTAF.COm'lBGKINANA. ISCOil OKINAWA.CTF 51. ISCOM 

IE SHD.IA. CINCPAC ADVl 


Earliest maximum employment of filters from fields OKINAWA Area in ac¬ 
cordance with Cincpac and ray instructions is being hampered by lack of 
adequate bulk storage ashore for avgas and by too strict adherence to 
schedules in base development plans which subordinates early construction 
of fields to permit their use by largest possible number of fighters to 
their ultimate development for heavy and VIP. bombers. Request you give 
necessary orders to IsCcm OKINJfiVA* 

A. To increase bulk avgas storage for Yontan, Kadena as soon as possible 
using all facilities now available this area including additional pumps 

and pipelines if needed. 

B. Construct additional taxiways and hardstands at Kadena to accommodate 
maximum number VF Com TAF can operate from present strip. 

C. Defer construction program for VLR operation at Yontan Kadena which 
will interfere with development VF provision in B or with VF operation 
there until other fields are available to which to move fighter squadrons 
which are or may be operating from these fields. 

Request you give necessary orders to IsCcm IE SHUiA to take similar steps 
to insure earliest development of fighter strips and adequate avgas bulk 
storage. 

09 0028 COMGSN.VSSPACBACOH TO C0MF//DAEEA. C0MGBNP0A INFO CINCPOA ADV . 

Reference Cincpoa Adv Hq 070640. Consider MP Company now at SAIPAN will 
be badly needed for security of ever increasing ASE Depot and reserve 
dumps under control WFBC and for which no other security is available. 

09 0113 CQM5THFLT TO CTF 51. CTF 56 Info CINCFAC ADV . 

Step D your 071225 approved. (Ref. Top Sec) 

09 0547 CINCPAC ADV TO COMINCH & CNO INFO CINCSWPA. C0I7TKPLT. CINCPAC PEARL . 

Your 301454. My 250730 March made available 3 APA and 1 LST to SWPA for 
lift from rear to forward bases and 2 AK for lift from West Coast. Ify 
271135 made available 8 APA and 6 AKA £0 SWPA until 1 July. Ify 020020 
made available 35 APA for 1 SWPA lift from West Coast. Com7thFlt 020227 
indicates no assistance required in movement of 7th Fit LCT from roar 
bases. 24 P0A LCT now in LEYTE are being offered to 7thFlt this date £0 
augment SWPA facilities for a period of 60 days. All P0A LST & LSM cur¬ 
rently engaged in accelerated development OKINAWA. If it is found that 
any of these types will not be required in this employment they will be 
made available to Com7thFlt for temporary use. 

09 0604 CINCPOA ADV TO CTF 93.CGAAFP0A.C0HGENP0A.CINCAFPAC INFO CINCPOA FBARL.COMAF 7 

COMGENAAFPOA 072314. Maj.Gen. Willis Hale will continue to exercise opera¬ 
tional control of TF 93 (Strategic Air Force POA) until Lt.Gen. Giles re¬ 
ports to Cincpoa his readiness to assume that responsibility at which 

time he will be designated as CTF 93* 
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08 123S COMINCH TO BAMS 5B . (Intercept) 




The German High Command has been directed to give the following surrender 
orders to U/Boats: 

To remain on the surface, fly a large black or blue flag by day and 
burning navigation lights by night. 

To report their positions in plain language on 500 Kcs every 8 
hours and to make for specified points under allied control. 

UBoats apparently complying with these instructions are not to be attacked 
but should be given a wide berth. T'/T reports of such sightings are to be 
made in plain language in the following form: 

A. Number of U-Boats. 

B. Position. 

C. Estimated course. 

D. Estimated speed. 

If however, U-Boats commit a hostile act or otherwise disregard these 
orders reports are to be made by normal distress procedure and all appro¬ 
priate defense measures taken. 


09 0612 CINCPAC ADV TO COMFWDAREA. CONN ATS INFO Ca.3f ATSPAC. COMAIREVACGRP l.CINCPAC 

PEARL. CTG 99.2 . 



Cominch 171755 of March directed ComNATS to establish Air Evacuation Group 
1 as a unit of NATSPac. Operational control of AirEvacGrp 1 was dele¬ 
gated to ComFwdArew with respect to the number of planes to be operated, 
the times at which they are to operate, and the points between which they 
are to be operated. All other phases of control and administrative control 
remains with ComNATS. Including flight procedures and technical operating 
procedures. 



sj 

o 


09 1151 CTF 57 to C0LI5THPLT. CTG 52.1. Info CINCPAC BOTH.CINC BFF. CTF 112.CTF 73 . 

9th May. MTAKO and ISHIGAKI well bombed. Destroyed 2 fresh aircraft on 
ground 1 being blown up through entrance to beach cave shelter. At I 65 OI 
group aircraft very low detected 25 miles. Enemy then climbed 5000 feet 
and split. Fighters intercepted splashed 1. Enemy next seen diving in suc¬ 
cession. 1st steep dived VICTORIOUS hit flight deck forward. 2 shallow 
dived VICTORIOUS claneed deck and fell in sea. Both enemy hard hit by 
gunifre. 3rd shallcw dived HO/ffi but splashed close by gunfire. 4th struck 
FORMIDABLE flight deck setting after air park alight. Damage: VICTORIOUS 
hole in flight deck. Forward lift., accelerator and 10$ armament out of 
action. Can operate fiew aircraft at reduced handling speed. Casualties 3 
killed 4 seriously injured 15 wounded. FORMIDABLE: 2 pompoms out of action 
ship remains operational. Casualties 1 killed few slightly injured. With¬ 
drawing to COOTIE to square things up and replenish lOth-llth May. Will 
probably be able to resume striking 12-13 May. 

10 0117 CINCPAC ADV TO ISCOH SAIPAN INFO CQMFWDARSA . 

Rear Admiral Y/hiting will arrive SAIPAN about 11 May preparatory to com¬ 
pliance my 060819 and 060820. Request naval and Marine personnel of Island 
Commander's Staff be transferred to him effective 15 May. Also request 
temporary assignment such .Army personnel as appears appropriate after con¬ 
ference CCMGENWPBC and RAdm ’.Thiting together with joint recommendation to 
me and appropriate higher authority in the Army. 
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Your 301307* 14 PhibGroups in Pacific considered adequate* Recommend re¬ 

maining 2 groups not be activated, 

10 0752 DEPCOIAF 20 to CINCPOA PEARL INFO CINCPOA ADV. C0MAF20.DEPC0MAF2QADMIN. 
COI.IGEN BQMGOLI XXI. COMGENBOIICCM XX. CO! .GEN TEN . 


10 0537 CIITCPAG ADV TO CINCSWPA INFO CCMSOPAC. C0i7TIgLT . 

target 

Anti aircraft/and training service to Pacific Fleet at LEYTE require 
availability of additional VJ Squadrons at SAMAR my 060216 and 1 4 -1 ??? of 
Arpil refers movement VJ Squadrons 8 and 13 from SoPac Area should start 
about 15 May. Request reply. 

10 0709 CINCPAC ADV TO CQMINCH. CNO INFO CINCPAC PEARL. CQM HIBSPAC . 




Adoption of restricted veiy long range airfield construction program 
at OKINAWA as contemplated in your 062209 May 45 will appreciably curtail 
the very long range capabilities of OKINAWA B-29 aircraft. Such curtailment 
is not in consonance with the operational concept for which the airplane 
was designed and should obtain only for the briefest interval as a temporary 
emergency situation which cannot be avoided. Para. 

Operational experience has firmly established 8500 ft as the minimum 
runway length to assure full utilization of very long range aircraft per¬ 
formance capabilities. Previously estimated very long range runway lengths 
have thereby been refuted and must be disregarded. 

Very long range runway lengths at OKINAWA should not be reduced below 
8500 feet because of acquisition of bases closer to the Japanese Qnpire nor 
should currently apparent shorter range objectives influence the 8500 ft 
minimum very long range runway requirement at OKINAWA. 

It is considered essential therefore that the very long range airfield 
construction program at OKINAWA must provide for extensibility of 7500 ft 
runways to 8500 ft runways at the earliest possible time. 


11 0252 CINCAFPAC TO CINCPOA ADV INFO CGHGSNPOA. 


CX 15940. Your 060816 and 090817 May. Concur in assigning 24th Inf Regt 
as garrison for FRICTION. 

11 0040 CINCPOA APV HA TO DEPC01.120AT, CG XXI BOMCCM INFO CINCPOA PEARL . 

It is requested that information as to enemy naval forces and shipping 
which may be sighted by units of the 20th AF be held in a secret status 
and transmitted only to military and naval commanders concerned. 

11 0042 CINCPOA APV TO DEPCQ -20AF INFO COMGEN TEN. CINCPOA PEARL. COMGEN BCHCOM XXI 

CCPGEN BOMCOM XX. CCVOEN 20 AF . 


O 


The comments of your 100752 are appreciated. However at the present time 
at OKINAWA the requirements of tactical aircraft take Precedence over 
those of the 20th AF. The extension of VIR runways from 7500 to 8500 feet 
will be included in base development plans but with a priority determined 
after consideration of the requirements of all forces involved in attaining 
the overall strategic objective in the war against JAPAN. 
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11 1028 CCMGSN TEN TO C0I1GEN 3RD PHIB CORPS. COMGEN 24 CORPS INFO CTF 51. CTG 51.9 

GTG 51.22. ISCOK CKIHA.VA. CGM5THFLT. CHiCFAC ADV. 

Array- 

On 12 May continue faaximum pressure on entire/front and push envelopment 
SHURI position. Insure close coordination effort and timing of attacks 
by adjacent units. Time of attack 0730. 

11 1252 CINCPAC APV TO C0I.IALSEAFR0N. COi HARGILS'. CQ.WESSEAFRC?:. CCiUPASEAFRQN.COMHAWSEA- 
FRON.CO?TSC'PAC.COI.TFKILSSAFROU♦ CO? TFJDAREA INFO CINCPAC PEARL. COMINCH.COMSERVPAC . 

C0H5THFLT. CIITCSl'/PA. GO? r . /ESCARSU3ARSA. CG-I3RDFLT. CQ-TAIR. ,ING 1. CCM7TKFLT, COM- 

SERQN 10. CO’ TKIPSGRP 13 . 

Pass to all routing officers. 

(>A) VSy 140240 March established area in which unescorted shipping may 
be routed under certain conditions. This disnatch amplified by 
061446 and 210539 April. 


(B) Effective 15 May extend this area under same conditions westward 
to 130-00 E to include all remaining area under POA shipping con¬ 
trol south of Latitude 11-30 N. 



•(C) ComPhilSeaFron is expected to authorize similar conditions in SWPA 
areas which will enable through routing of majority shipping un¬ 
escorted anaihfaiiaaa tafc between rear ports POA and LEYTE. 

(D) Also effective 15 May KOSSOL remains open only as emergency 
anchorage. 


(E) Escorts when required from ULITHI to LEYTE will be provided by 
the area commander to whom the shipping is assigned. Independent 
shipping will proceed along standard routes to position just north 
ULITHI thence along route LUKE. 

Q 12 0626 ISOOti SAIPAM TO CIHCPAC APT. COUGSKFOA. IIIFO CCHF-..HARSA. 


M 

O 


Ref Cincpac Adv 100117. Deputy Comdr SAIPAN Brig. Gen. Colladay and Rear 
Admiral V/hiting conferred today. The staff of the present IsCom SAIPAN is 
a unit functioning as the staff of the WesPacBaCom, IsCom, and garrison 
forces. There is no separate Army Garrison Force Headquarters organized. 
Total personnel of staff 137 officers and 416 men. This does not include 
JCC personnel. 

Para. Without committing Maj.Gen. Jannan, who will return about 17 
May, Gen. Colladay has agreed to integrate incoming naval staff officers 
with present Island Staff until former are familiar with oroblems when 
split off will take place and present island staff released to whole time 
WPBC functions. This to be expedited maximum. Para. 

It was further agreed that certain Array units will be turned over to 
new IsCom for operational purposes, administration to remain with Army. 
This includes garrison forces for island functions. Prospective IsCom 
estimates he will require about 70 officers and 150 men exclusive of JCC 
personnel for his staff. 
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12 0730 CINCPOA ADV TO COI.ISQPAC. COM MARIANAS. COHMARGILS IHFO COMPICH. CIHCPAC 
PEARL. COMAIRPAC. COMGENPOA. COPSSRVPAC. CQ.'.VESCARSUBAREA. 

The term ’’Token Garrison" as used with respect to POA bases will be defined 
to mean a self-sustaining unit of the minimum practicable strength the 
primary mission of which will be to maintain U.S* possession of the base 
involved. This unit should comprise personnel and material capable of pro¬ 
viding such minimum weather communications or similar services as may be 
desirable for support of our operations elsewhere. The unit may in each 
case be increased as necessary to provide for its own security or to pro¬ 
vide these services including emergency land or seaplane operations if they 
are essential or facilitate logistic support of the unit itself. Hereafter 
when a base or island is to be reduced to a token garrison the subarea 
commander concerned vd.ll submit to Cincpoa the recommended composition of 
the token garrison required with copies to interested senior type or service 
commanders. 

12 0918 COMGEN TEH TP CG3RDHIIB. CG24C0P.PS INFO ISCCH 331.CTG 51.19.51.22.CTF 51. 

CIHCPAC ADV HQ . 

Captured enemy map believed very recent date indicates 44th MB occupies 
position north of NAHA opposing 6th MarDiv. Possibility enemy committing 
major reserves. 10th Army at 130730 I continues maximum effort ARCOEI 
front. 3rdFhibCorps exert strong pressure to envelop SHURI HILL mass and 
destroy forces in immediate front. 24th Corps capture conical hill and 
continue attack to envelop SHURI position. Close coordination of effort 
and timing of attack by adjacent units required. 

12 1450 MAC ARTHUR TO CCHGENPOA INFO CINCPOA BOTH. COMSQPAC. AGWAP,. CGSOPACBACOLI. CG USAFFE 

CX 16076 . Desire that instructions be issued directing General Gilbreath 
and his headquarters as a complete uhit be transferred to MANILA and report 
for duty to CINCAFPAC. Request that General Gilbreath, accompanied by 
small party, proceed immediately by air transportation. Remainder of person¬ 
nel proceed by air as they may be relieved from duty and excess baggage 
and equipment proceed by water transport. All transportation arranged by 
this headquarters please instruct General Gilbreath to advise at earliest 
practicable date air and water transport requirements, logistics and approxi¬ 
mate dates of readiness. 

13 0145 CTF 51 to TF 51 Info CIHCPAC 30TH. C0; f 5TiIFLT . 

Following letter received from ComGen 10th Army quoted in abbreviated form 
"Desire express my deep appreciation for splendid support ground operation 
by support ships. Power and accuracy of these ships contributed materially 
to land success and subsequent advance with minimum loss of life XVPATI 
INGNBSS CO ships to close shore though faced with foul water and enemy 
guns permitted more accurate close support and effective GSEP support 
EWUAND work of crews under trying conditions of long hours at general 
quarters and constant threat of enemy air is especially praiseworthy. 

If I my borrow a Navy term I would like to say well done. Buckner". 

This message is greatly appreciated and should encourage us to make our 
support of the troops even more effective* 
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13 0604 CCMGEN './ES "ACBACOM TO GO G3-IPGA INFO CGAAF7CA.CINCPOA DGTTi.ISCOH GUAM. 
XXI BQ'COM. ICCCLI TIIEIAN, GG 7 3RD ’CHUG. CGAAFPOA ADMIN . 


Ref AAFPOA Admin 081349 and your 092349. 

A. GUAM: IsCom GUAM states urgent need exists at Depot Field for 
all 3 aviation squadrons. Meed exists for 1 QM Service Co. to 
assume duties presently being performed by 459 Aviation Sqdn. 

B. TINIAN: 180 men of 457 Sqdn now being used to assist ordnance 
troops in handling VLR ammo and to provide security and assistance 
to staging fighters. Additional personnel to handle VLR ammo 
needs will be required when 58 Wing beigns full scale operations. 
Unit is contributing directly to air operations. 

C. SAIPAN: 435 Sqdn was released to control of 73 Wing upon arrival 
for duty in connection with operation FA Isely Field. No troops 
are available either within the ’Wing or on the Island to replace 
this unit. 73 Wing concurs. Sqdns entire activity has been 

in direct and undiverted support of air operations. 

D. Shortage of Army service troops for both air and ground operations 
on all these islands is severe. It is recommended that squadrons 
on SAIPAN and TINIAN not be moved, that a QM Service Co be immedi¬ 
ately sent to GUAM and that 2 additional aviation squadrons from 
sources outside this command be procured FQHG Depot Field at 
earliest possible. It is desired to anphasize that neither 457 
nor 435 Squadrons can be spared from their functions which are 
immediately concerned with air force responsibilities. 

13 0631 CINCPOA ADV TO CiMGEN 10 Info CCM5THFLT.CTF 51.CTG99.2.99.3.CGAAFPCA.CINCP0A 
PEARL. COMGENAAFPOA (ADMEN). 

Your 081327 not to all. Amplifying my 110822 Cincpoa plans have been 
and are to establish aircraft ashore on OKINAWA in the following types and 
priorities: Priority 1 - Sufficient fighters to assure control of the air 
and provide adequate close air support. Priority 2 - Long range fighters 
and medium bombers for close support and or neutralization eneny airfields 
in order relieve other forces of those responsibilities. 

Without utilizing an additional Fighter Group at KADENA as you propose 
you will have available about 22 May 3 Marine Fighter Groups and 2 long 
range Army fighter groups totaling about 483 fighters. These aircraft are 
considered capable of coping with the present tactical situation as pertains 
to fighters. Desire adherence to nlans by establishing the 41st Medium 
Bomb Group at KADENA. This medium group is presently on OAHU and its move¬ 
ment forward will be expedited by ComGenAAFPOA. 

j.y 110822 directed ground echelon MG 14 be moved OKINAWA earliest 
possible. Upon its arrival it must be so used as not to delay basing 41st 
BmbGrp at KADENA as planned ray serial 0005045 28 April 1945. 

13 I5lg CDICFOA ADV TO COMGENAAFPOA. INFO CG XX AF.CINCPOA PEARL,COMGENAAFPOA (ADMIN) . 

The schedule of your 120845 is in accord with ny serial 0005045 of 28 April. 

It is concurred in for planning ourposes with the understanding that con¬ 
struction progress will be influenced by tactical requirements until capture 
of the island is completed. Delays in canture of southern airfields and 
reauiresnents for extension of runways to 85 OO feet will make it more difficult 
to meet planning dates. 
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01 0412 CCHSCPAC (All ADMIN) TO PCM I UFO CGMAIRCSIT57.S GUADAL. SANTO. ARSO RTIlS.SET.T.S . 
AROU SANTO. AVREPAIR UHIT GUADAL. AVSUPDBP GUADAL. MAF f S FUNAFUTI GUADAL 

ITGU7SARAKA'.T TULUIMA. SCORON 65 CANTO. ACORN 77 N::: CAL. UTRONS 13 8 . 

ACORNS 13 19 RUpSELS. AOC 1ST ISLANDS GROUP, RNZAF. CO SERV7THFLT. 3UCRD. 

COMF AIRIEST COAST ALL’SPA. AVSU:DEP OAKLAND. ASP PHILA. COHUTRONSPAC. NOFT 

SAN FRANCISCO, BUS AI DA, CO?IGEMAIRFMFPAC.KOACT OAKLAND, FPO SAN. HASP OAHU 

FRO PEARL. OO’MJRirCRSCIS . PASSED BY COHUT.-/IHGSSERVPAC 140444 TO CQIUTRONVEST 

COAST. CONCrTROHS FEDAREA . (intercept) 


In accordance ComSoPac 300441 April not to or needed by all, as of 1 May 
1945 ComAirSoPac is dissolved and ComSoPac assumes duties previously performed 
by ComAirSoPac and CTG 11.3. For purposes administration and correspondence 
ComAirSoPac will be deleted and the address "ComSoPac (Air Admin)" will be 
used. This unit with senior aviation officer ComSoPac staff as officer in 
charge will remain at GUADALCANAL until a later announced date and function 
administratively in same manner as heretofore by ComAirSoPac. 



O 


13 2150 ANPB TO CINCPAC APV. CINCAFPAC INTO CINCPAC "EARL. CG ROTH AIR FORCE . 

Both Army and Navy are apprehensive as to adequacy of existing and planned 
facilities in forward areas to meet operational requirements for bulk 
petroleum products. Since facilities nlanned and installed in MARIANAS 
and RYUKYUS have been undertaken under the cognizance of CINCPOA and in view 
of urgency of this matter the Amy Navy Petroleum Board with the approval 
of Cdminch, Army Service Forces, and Amy Air Forces has designated a Joint 
Service Committee with instructions to proceed to PEARL HARBOR and to Head¬ 
quarters CINCPAC and Headquarters CINCAFPAC to discuss existing and planned 
facilities and to inspect the installations or locations in forward areas 
designed for this purpose. The committee is being directed to submit any 
recommended changes and additions for these locations direct to CINCPOA who 
will make dispatch recommendations to CNO. As a second part of its responsi¬ 
bilities the Committee is being directed to give consideration to the question 
of adequacy of petroleum product storage and handling facilities to meet 
all service requirements as proposed by ANPB 6l/l copy of which is being 
mailed to addressees. The latter consideration will involve matters under 
the cognizance of CamSoWesPac dnd CINCPAC. To the extent necessaiy to assure 
complete information it is requested that representatives of your commands 
familiar with the oroblems accompary and assist the committee in the exoedi- 
tious completion of its missions. Names of committee members follow: Col. 

H. W. Howxe AAF, steering member; Comdr H. H. Bageey, USNR; Comdr. G. E. 
Lindley, USNR; Lt.Col. A. D. Small, AUS; Lt.Comdr. P. D. Davis, USNR; 

Mr. A. J. Yonkers, AUS; and Lieut. E. R. Specht, USNR. In addition either 
R.Adm. W. H. Smith, CBC,USN, Chief Planning Officer of the Bureau of Yards 
and Docks, Navy Dent, or R.Adm. A. F. Carter, USNR, will accompany the com¬ 
mittee for conferences with CINCPAC and CINCAFPAC staffs and to such other 
forward points as developments may make advisable. Request clearance for 
committee be expedited. 

14 0722 CINCPAC ADV TO COMINCH & CNO INFO COMGENFMF?AC . 

ComGenFMFPac 131504 passed to you separately is not recommended for approval 
because: 

(A) The Naval Construction Battalions prospectively available are needed 
for heavy construction projects and they are not now constituted equipped 

or trained for combat engineering duties as units of a field army. 

(B) The Fleet Marine Force should continue to be constituted for amphib¬ 
ious operations wherein its elements are supported by the Fleet. 



—CnnHmiar!— 
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14 0722 CINCPAC ADV TO COHINCH &. CNO INFO CCHGENFHFPAC . (CONTINUED) 


(C) 7/hen an amphibious corps or other unit of the Fleet Marine Force 
operates inland away from the beachhead as a unit of a field army it should 
be given support by the service organization of the field arm y in the same 
manner that such support is given to Army Corps including all services re¬ 
quired to make the Marine tactical units effective in such operations beyond 
the distance at which they are normally supported by the Fleet. 


14 0809 Cl PC *CA ADV HO TO CTF 9? .CINCAFPAC.COMG^i: ; 0A,CGAAFP0A INFO CINC-OA PEARL.CGVII 

AF 


ISy 090604* Lt*Gen,Giles designated CTF 93 vice Maj.Gen. Hale. 




15 1442 COMINCH FOR JCS TO CINCPAC BOTH HQ . 


To coordinate the Air Transport services of the Army and Navy in the Pacific 
both with regard to requirements for air lift of the Theater Commanders 
and the avoidance of unnecessary duplication of air transport services and 
facilities, you are directed to appoint appropriate representatives from 
your command to confer with newly constituted ATC NATS Sub Committee on 
Pacific Air Transport programs. Your representatives and such committee 
vri.ll consider and coordinate the following: 

(A) Standards for determining air lift requirements. 

(B) Estimated requirements for air route air lift in the Pacific 
through 1946. 

(C) Limitations on route capacities. 

(D) Joint use of ground facilities and services, and 

(E) Tightening priority procedures to assure that the movement of 
personnel and cargoes carried is of such urgency in the prosecution 
of the war as to require transport by air. 

Senior members of ATC NATS Sub Committee are ComGen Pacific Division ATC 
and DepComdr NATS. You should communicate names of your representatives 
to these ATC NATS officers who will take all necessary steps to facilitate 
early meeting and action on this subject. War Dept informing CINCAFPAC 
of foregoing. 


16 0959 C0H5THPLT TO CCHG2N 10. CTF 51 Info CO5T! SPHTBPOR.00/ 3RDFLT.5THFLT.CINC?AC BOTH 


At 0900 I (-9) 17 May coincident with relief of Vice Admiral Turner by 
Vice Admiral Hill accordance my 130406 command of all forces on shore in 
OKINAWA Area shall pass to ComGen 10 who shall then assume responsibility 
to me for defense and development of captured positions conforming to direc¬ 
tives issued by Cincpoa. Vice Admiral Hill as CTF 51 will continue to con¬ 
trol air defense of OKINAWA and of naval forces present and shall report 
to ComGen 10 for this purpose. Support of 10th Amy by 5th Fleet will continue. 
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17 1344 ciiJCPQA apt to co:'5tk?lt. cl'Gt: tgn. info ci;:c:ac giiri . 

Ref My 130631. Com5thFlt 150309 and 150411. CoraGen Ten 151130. Refs not to 
all. Reiterate that 41st Medium Bomb Group will be activated on Kadena with 
priority ahead of a 5th Fighter Group. Adhere as oracticable to schedule 
outlined in ComGen Ten 151130 v.'hich is considered to be best solution under 
the circumstances. 


17 1425 CINCPOA ADV TO COMGEU TFN INFO C01I5THFLT.CTG99.2.GGAAFPOA.CONAIRPAC. CINCPOA 

PEARL. CQHAIRPACSUBCOMFQRD. 


Request CTG 99.2 submit priority dispatch report each Saturday listing for 
each Air Group, Fleet Air Wing or other major component the total aircraft 
on hand total aircrews on hand and the air strength available for operations. 
Distribution same as this dispatch. 

17 0005 C0M5THPKIBF0E TC C0' r 07i: Till INTO COMRilBII AC.COMSTHFLT.GOMBRDl’XT.CIMCPAC BOTH . 




In accordancd with Com5thFlt 160959 report for duty in control of air defense 
of OKINAWA and of naval forces present. 


18 1208 CINCPOA ADV TC CINCPOA PEARL INFO CClIINCH. CIMCAFPAC . 

Tour 172254. Agreement was reached at MANILA on 16 May between Major Generals 
Chamberlain and Casey and Rear Admiral Sherman to the effect that CINCAFPAC 
would assume primary responsibility for topographic mapping of JAPAN for 
needs of ground forces that CINCPAC would retain primary responsibility for 
hydrographic surveys and mapping of beaches for needs of amphibious forces 
and that each CinC would prepare such maps as are needed for his own air 
forces. The principles of this agreement have the approval of CINCPAC-CINCPOA. 

13 1035 C0M2ND CARTASKFOR TO CINCPAC BCTH.CQLUNCH.C0M5THFLT.INFO CQ?QHDFLT.CQ.IAIRPAC . 

ALL TF .AND TG CO :;D-iS 5THFLT . 


Commander 2nd Carrier Task Force Facific, V.Adm. McCain, this day hoisted 
flag in SHANGRI LA. 


18 2005 COMINCH & CMC TO CINCPAC ADV INFC CINC}'AC :AARL.CGIG?rAC.CO;.I)T MARCOIPS . 


The request for permanent assignment of SeaBees to Marine Amphibious Corps 
contained in CG FMFPAC’s 131504 not approved for reasons given in your 140722. 

19 0054 CINCPAC ADV TO COMPHIBSPAC.INFO CG.:31N)FLT.Ca.l3?J).iIIBFOR.CIIIC;iF?AC.CCI:5THPHIBFOR 

COMINCH. C0:.:5Ti;.’LT. CO^'LIIFLT. C0. : 77TH -’HIDFOR. 

Para 1. My 140247 and your 150625 not to all adees. When practicable 
send ComPhibGroup 12 in his flagship to MANILA to report to Com7thFlt for 
temporary duty in connection with amphibious training of Army troops in the 
PHILIPPINES. While employed on this duty he will have the status of a TF 
Comdr or TG Coradr in the 7th Fit as may be directed by Com7thFlt. Hie detailed 
naval procedures in amphibious training vri.ll conform to directives issued by 
Commander Amphibious Forces, Pacific Fleet as the cognizant type commander. 

Para 2. TransRon will be sent to report to Com7thFlt for duty with 
PhibGroup 12. 
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19 1600 S3CHAV TO CIHCPAC BOTH INFO COIUNCH. COM FOURTEEN. COM T..ELVE . 


Have designated Admiral H. Kent Hewitt to conduct further investigation 
of the Japanese attack on PEARL HARBOR. Lieut. Jo’nn Ford Baecher who has 
been detailed to assist Admiral Hewitt will arrive PEARL HARBOR about 21 
May to conduct preliminary examination of certain records and files prior 
to arrival of Adm. Hewitt. Fullest cooperation in this investigation should 
be given. 

19 0431 C0L1GBH TEN TO C0H5THPLT, IMFO GTF 51, CQUH1IBSF0DS. 

In order not to unduly subject APs APD AKS to unnecessary risk at 
target recommend consideration be given to use LSTs and LSMs for mounting 
garrison and resupply shipping for 3rd D. Recommend all garrison echelons 
and resupply ships 'where feasible be staged through MARIANAS. These ships 
to be discharged there and reloaded into smaller craft such as LSTs and LSMs. 
Transfer of cargo to small craft: OKINAWA impracticable due additional 
load on oort facilities as result divers on 3rd C shipping here. After 
tmafer cargo. Vessels to sail OKINAWA as control point and be forwarded 
target in daily increments as unloading situation warrants. This plan will 
place resupply and garrison shipping at control point from which same can 
be sent target on short notice and as required. This will insure minimum 
vessels at target for minimum time. Request your comment to originator 

and both Cincpac PEARL and Adv. 

' 

19 0942 gh:. s:i ?a to com aaf Manila info cgusaf chima.cingpoa.canf.couth af . 

■ 

CX 16547* Allied Air Force operations in support of CHINA Theater is subject. 

Air forces are authorized to strike target in IHDO CHINA and SE CHINA 
south and east of IIS Y.'INE . Inclusive. YANGTZE RIVER VALLEY and road. 

V/ater and rail lihes of communication from HANKCW through HENGYANG. KW EIU NG 
and NANKING to HANOI. 14th AF keeps AAF informed of hostile situation and 
areas occupijd by friendly forces in CHINA and other peritnent matters. Para. 

Subject to weather and availability of aircraft and profitable targets 
Allied Air Forces will make strikes as follows: 

(1) Against enemy INDO C UNA coastal lines of communications 
from HANOI to SAIGON. 

(2) Against energy river, road and rail lines of communication 
extending east, north and west from CANTON. 

(3) Against other enemy lines of communication within range as 
arranged with 14th AF. 

(4) Heavy bomber sorties (H2X) nightly against the SHANGHAI-NANKING 
areas and the HONGKONG—CANTON Area. 

(5) Against shipping in the harbors and coastal areas of SE CHINA 
and INDO CHINA except that north of FOOCHOW strikes against shipping 
outside of harbors are orohibited. Allied Air Forces prior to initiating 
strikes which re uire aircraft to fly over water areas CUBOHE Pacific 
Ocean Area will obtain clearance therefor from C1NCP0A. Para. 

For continuing missions such as nightly sorties against SHANGHAI area 
clearance for the operations as A UHRNN will be requested. Allied Air Forces 
will arrange for attack of targets in CHINA with 14th AF and will notify 
latter of missions -rior to their dispatch and results thereof upon completion. * 1 2 3 4 5 

ComAllied .Ur Forces is authorized direct communic tion with CINCPOA and 
with 14th AF for the coordination of operations covered by this radio* Para. 

ComGen USAF CHINA and this Hdqtrs will be made info addees of all com¬ 
munications relating to above operations. 2 . 9 0 k 
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19 2355 cgairk? ac ?c og?a? iqt:: akt.cg :ar~ji:.t::g 2 Lio ctu 99 . 2 . 1 . corgi: ten . 

CGIIARAIRGRP 22. 33. 31. CIUCI-QA DOTH.CGAAFPOA.HARCORRS.CGLARAIRvIHG 4. 

CQIGSKARFAIRiSST . 

RefUrDis 130126. 143 pilots furnished for reliefs and build up HarAirGrps 
31 and 33 on their allowance of 313. Remaining reliefs vrill be furnished as 
called for by you. Complete relief pilots at 2 months impracticable due 
transportation involved and lack of pilots in MarCorps. 2 month rotation re¬ 
quires billeting and pool facilities in rear areas not now available. Present 
planning calls for 10 months combat tour and 2.2 pilots per assigned pilot 
seat to permit reasonable employment and periodic rest in combat area. If 
this is inadequate request substantiation by sufficient data and recommendation 
for increase in procurement and training program will be submitted to 'IarCorps. 
Until revision of allowances approved and additional pilots provided by Har- 
Corps present program will remain in effect. Recom.end fullest exploitation 
rest provisions LEGUMINOUS. 

20 0701 CIHCPCA ADV TO COIOTH .IRiT HFC Ci::5THPL?.C0: oADPLT.CGTAF 10TII .UP 1. CRUNCH . 

CINCPOA PAUL. CCMAIRPAC. COAAI.IPACSUBCO.'.FOIID.CGIE-IOTOCglOUP 1. COUHIOTOCKP 2. 

V!ID-254. C011PHIBSPAC. CCTAIR ’..'IMG ONE . 

Ref. Para 3 of your Sec Ltr Ser. 00231-B not to all and TAF 10th Amy 
OpPlan 1-45 desire following coordination and assignment of responsibility 
for photo reconnaissance and oho to mapping activities at OKINAWA: 

’(A) VD-3. VHD-254. InterpRon 1 and any other naval or Uarine aerial 

photographic and intelligence units present will be assigned for opera¬ 
tional control to CoanPhotoGrp 1 under ComFair'Jing 1. 

(B) ComPhotoGrp 1 will have the following responsibilities for the units 
under his command: 

(1) Assign and direct flights for all photo missions. 

(2) Assign priorities consistent with orders from higher echelons. 

(3) Coordinate and direct movement of photographic aircraft, 
supplies and personnel by reference to their support organization. 

(4) Coordinate and establish a naval and Marine Central Fhoto 
Interpretation and Intelligence Unit with InterpRon 1 as the nucleus. 

(5) Assign priorities to interpretation unit for production of 
photographic intelligence. 

(C) TAF 10th Amy will for the Present retain operational and admini¬ 
strative control of the 23th Photo Recon Sqdn. Para. 

As soon as ComPhotoGrp 1 is prepared to operate CINCPOA will issue basic 
directives for systematic reconnaissance and mapping photography of selected 
areas of the Empire and Asiatic l ’ainland required for naval purposes. Para. 

PhotoGroup 2 will remain under direct operational control CINCPOA for 
staging aircraft through IA0 and OKINAWA as necessary. 

20 0330 CORPHIDSPAC TO COIN HIBSTRAPAC.ADCOIIFHIBSPAC INFO CIKCPAC BOTH. CS1AC.CCOTTHFI/ 

CQM7THPHI3. C0MPHI3GRP 12.CO:7TRI-ISR0N lo. 

Soon as possible each action adee submit by airmail to originator in 
ELDORADO draft of type basic amphibious ship to shore training program for 
Army troops in accord with ComFhibsPac previous training policies as modified 
by recent Practice. Course should involve training first of BLTs second RCTs 
third reenforced Army Division, including training of complete division shore 
parties and also training of Corps Hdqtrs and Troops. Entire course for all 
elements of 1 Div of troops should last 12 training days not including loading 
times and should include shin to shore movements both in boats & LVTS with 
subsidiary use of DUKAS. Para. 2907 

- Continued - 



















20 0830 cxrmr&PAC to x:: AuhbTRAPftC. info ci::g ag nczl etc . (cont'd) 

Expect that control vessels LSTs gunboats KIDADOMS aircraft will parti¬ 
cipate. Essential that ship to shore movement of Division, artillery, tracked 
and wheel vehicles, other equipment and supplies in considerable quantities 
be included in elan. Organization and tests of communications should be 
included in plan. Para. 

After coordination by ComPhibsPac final plans will be issued by Com- 
PhibGrp 12 in consultation with CS'./Bac and Com7thFlt. Para. 

As a separate matter each action adee directed submit a 30 day camp and 
field training schedule for Array JASCOS in addition to time employed in 
landing with troops, and each be Prepared to send to PHILIP HIMES 1 JASCO 
training team. Scope of JASCO training should be similar to practical field 
training now conducted by ComHiibTraPac on coast and by ComDesPac, ConAirPac, 
ComGenPlFPac and AdComPliibsPac in o peration at PEARL. 

20 1734 COIIAAF SNPA TC CINCPOA DOTH IIEP CG UG.w CHI"'-,. ZIIR? Li. CINCS./PA. 00::AF 5 . 

AX 90353. Request clearance for continuing missions of aircraft flying over 
water areas of the Pacific Ocean Area as follows: 

(1) Nightly sorties against SHANGHAI Area. 

(2) All strikes and missions on FORMOSA and on CHIMA Coast as far north 
as FOOCHOW. 

A clearance will be requested prior to each mission on all other flights 
over'Pacific Ocean Area not mentioned above. CINCPOA and CompthFlt will be 
made info adees on all air intents ’.'.'hen aircraft vri.ll fly over POA. Thus 
clearance requested in accordance with directive issued by COHAFPOA (Ref CX 
lb547) as result of recent intertheater conference. 

21 0850 CINCPAC ADV TO CCfflMCH. CNO II1FC CINCPOA :EARL. COMAIRPAC. CO: :CA -TRAHSROIiSPAC . 

Refer Cominch & CNO 131524. Trained AS.'! hunter-killer groups not desired 
but do desire maximum number escort carriers for transport duty. Anticipating 
increased requirements for moving aircraft and for training recommend en¬ 
deavoring to obtain as many CVEs from British as possible x Command and 
recommendations on redistribution PacFlt CVEs between combat, training and 
transport will be submitted soon.x 

(This message delivered by hand by RAdm Pennoyer - 22 May) 

14 093^ C0NAIR7THFLT TO CC7THFLT . 

Your 120339. Release of seaplane squadrons as proposed ny 110330 (TS) 
will permit release of tenders for overhaul and later redeployment in POA 
as follows. ORCA about 1 June. SAN CARLOS about 15 June. TANGIER about 1 
July. TANGIER now scheduled for overhaul in XHJfiiSKXOl U. S. leaving SWPA 
about 15 July. ORCA now scheduled for MANUS overhaul about 15 June but 
overhaul in U.S. would be preferable i f practicable. SAN CARLOS due for 
overhaul in August. Above release dates are dependent on actual departure 
of 1 P3M and 1 PBT-5A squadron from this area. If departure of squadrons 
is delayed release of tenders will be delayed for an equivalent veriod. 
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22 0546 PJCKARDSOK TC Cl C.A .3 HIFO CI1C1A0 BATH . 

RJ 61852. UOCFR Instances lately of Array units in POA being moved 
by direct arrangement between CBICPAC and CIHCAFPAC without reference to 
ComGenPOA. For example take case of movement of 31st Div and 1 Bn 147th 
Infantry. URad CX 16699 May 21st. 

In extension URad C 15361 DTG 091526 May request that all matters involving 
"requisitioning, movement, use of or disposition of" Amy troop units and 
resources in POA be referred to this headquarters for comment before final 
decision is made. Such action will permit continued integrated planning 
for the proper discharge of ComGenPOA’s responsibility to CIHCAFPAC for 
administration of Array Forces POA and to CBICPAC for support of POA opera¬ 
tions. 


22 2139 JCS TO H-AC.UTHU-t. NBJITZ. 



WARX 36l60. House Appropriations Committee, now considering Office of 
Strategic Services budget estimates for fiscal, year 1940-6, has taken 
cognizance of statements in Washington press to effect that neither General 
MacArthur nor Admiral Nimitz desire the services of O.S.S, in the Pacific 
war. Committee requests immediate statement from Joint Chiefs of Staff 
as to truth or falsity of reports. Urgently request information as to 
whether or not you desire the services of the O.S.S. in the Pacific 'Jar* 


23 0049 CL’.'OPOA ADY TO CCMAF 20 II1F0 DSPCOM AF 20 ISCCM OKI’AVIA COKGEIJ TISI CCMIHCH. 



Your WARX 85732 DTG 212331 request ComGen BomCom 20 be instructed to 
hold the 22 multi-engined aircraft concerned in a rear area prepared to 
move forward to OKINAWA on call from ComGen 10 in order that arrival iaay 
be coordinated in light of tactical and base development situation then 
existing at OKINAWA. 

Para. The small land mass and limited facilities at OKINAWA make it 
necessary that all movements of forces be carefully coordinated by 
CINCP0A through ComGen 10. 





22 1434 MACARTHUR TO CBICPAC ADV INFO FMFPAC . 

CX 16806. Ref FMFPAC 030013 and your 130210. Concur in plan for logisitc 
group with USASCS AFPAC as outlined generally by FMFPAC and as arranged by 
Brig.Gen. Edson during recent visit here. Augmentation of present MarCorps 
representatives on GHQ AFPAC Staff to extent indicated is not considered 
necessary. The following MarCorps officers are desired for the staff of GHQ 
H7 E A FPAC. For G4 2 MarCorps officers below the grade of Brig.Gen. For G3 
1 planning officer and 1 operations officer field grade. For C-2 2 officers 
with intelligence background of /grade of Major. These officers would be as¬ 
signed to sections of GHQ as indicated and would be used to assist in GHQ 
planning for and employment of MarCorps units in future operations. Request 
the following MarCorps re iresentatives ’with qualifications as shown be at¬ 
tached to this Hdqtrs for further attachment to 6th Amy. For G2 and intel¬ 
ligence officer. For G4 logistic officer. For the special staff chemical war¬ 
fare officer engineer officer quartermaster officer surgeon ordnance officer 
signal officer and transportation officer. This was discussed informally by 
6th Army with Chief of Staff FI,IF. 6th Array will request additional officers 
at a Later date for other sections. Please advise avaiLability of these 
officers and dates they can be expected to arrive MANILA* 
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cincioa .1)7 .. -c j- i.> i::fc ,-G. ccisa: ten. isx:: cizi:.:.;a 

CGMGENFEAF, COHAIRPAC. 


Your 210635 not to all. Recommend you give consideration to development 
of NAHA Airdrome as a de ot at which short range Array Aircraft can be un¬ 
loaded from aircraft transports and from casual shipping and prepared for 
flight. It is obvious that such a facility will be needed and NAHA appears 
to be the best site prospectively available. Your 120536 also refers. 



22 2315 MARSHALL TO HACARTHUR; CCHINCH TO CINCPAC ADV FOR INFO . 

MR ^5473 

JCS are now considering policies with respect to United Nations Prisoners 
of Y7ar held by JAPAN. Policies have been proposed by State V/ar Navy Co¬ 
ordinating Committee and by British Chiefs of Staff which are substantially 
the same except SWNCC policy is primarily for post hostilities. S..1ICC propo«es 
repatriation of United Nations prisoners of war be given priority second 
only to military operations and maintenance of occupation forces and places 
responsibility on the "Supreme Allied Commander" to coordinate policies free 
prisoners of war from confinement assume command of them and to see that they 
are accorded proper care and maintenance by the Japanese Imperial High Command 
The "Supreme Allied Commander" will accord liaison on prisoner of war matters 
to duly accredited representatives of the other United Nations and arrange 
for such representatives to have access to their prisoners of war and permit 
their governments to conduct relief transfer and repatriation. British pro¬ 
posal estimates that of 163,500 Japanese held prisoners of war, 123,500 
are from British Commonwealth 30,000 Dutch and 15,000 American. They exclude 
Chinese in their proposal. They propose that priority be given to the re¬ 
patriation of sick and wounded but that no differentiation be made between 
nationalities services and between officers and other ranks. They propose to 
charge "Supreme Commanders" with making adequate provision for the care of 
prisoners of war in terms of any armistice provision of necessary food 
clothing comforts medical attention and protection for recovered prisoners 
of war control of prisoner of war camps collection and Preservation of enemy 
records and apprehension and imprisonment of enemy personnel charged with 
serious maltreatment of prisoners of war. They also propose that each Supreme 
Commander include on his staff personnel of each Allied Nation to assist in 
evaluation of their own nationals. Comments on these proposals are requested. 

22 2316 COMINCH TO CINCPAC ADV. 


V/AR 85473 of 21 May 1945 being passed to you for information and such 
comment as you may wish to make. 

24 0540 CINCF 0 A .YDV TO CTF 93 ILTC CTF 94. COMGJIAAFrCA (BOTH ). 

Your 230842. The task of neutralizing enemy air bases at TRUK and MARCUS 
is assigned to CTF 93. The manner in -which this task is accomplished and the 
means used is left to the judgment of the TF Comdr. Assistance can be obtained 
from CTF 94 as practicable. Of the 2 Heavy Bomb Grou >s scheduled for the cur- 
rent combat area desire that the 494th Grp at ANGUAR be the 1st to move for¬ 
ward and that not to exceed 2 Sqdns of the 30th Bomb Grp now in OAHU move to 
the MARIANAS in time to relieve the 11th Bomb Grp of its present task of 
neutralizing enemy air bases. 
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24 0600 OIIJCFCA ADV TO Oil 'CAFI- AC INFO COEC-BiLCA. 3IMCI CA I EARL . 

ComGenFOA dis 220546. UrDis 231044* In order to establish a standard 
procedure for the release of Array units to you and the movement of Array 
units within the POA the following proposal is made. 

(A) Army units to be released to you vd.ll be handled accordance UyDis 

141341. 

(B) Decisions as to movements of Array units vrithin the POA and related 
matters concerning Array units exemplified in l^Dis 200714 will be 
cleared with ComGenFOA. I will assume that ComGenPOA has coordinated 
with you before making comment or is acting in accordance your policy. 

Bequest your concurrence. 


24 1259 CINCPCA ADV ?C CCIEBC:? INFC XEO.. 'A. 



Although proposals summarized in .VAR 8547# passed by Corainch 222315 
are not set forth in sufficient detail to permit full comment, following 
2 points appear worth consideration. 

(A) As ary Chinese prisoners will probably prove to be more political 
than military and will be likely to present unique problems it 
appears desirable to accept British proposal to exclude them. 

(B) SWNCC wording regarding prisoner of war liaison with "Supreme Allied 
Commander" appears to olace such liaison on basis of need rather than 
right, and therefore seems preferable to British proposal on this 

subject which refers to "Staff". 

Para. Insofar as CINCP0A is concerned no need is foreseen for representa¬ 
tion of other United Nations at his headquarters and such representation is 
not desired until need is definitely established. That is particularly 
true of Dutch and Chinese. 

26 0843 CINCPOA ADV TO C0ID3ICI-I & CUD INFO CaLUIiPAC.CAPSCF.COIfTIlAISEOIJPAC.CLNCPOA 

PEARL. CO. SSCAiFOBPAC . 


o 



Present and future requirements for combat CVEs are set at 30 which 
provides for escort, direct air support missions, A 5.1 and escorts for lo¬ 
gistic support groups. Do not feel this number can be reduced. This re¬ 
quirement will not be met until CarDiv 28 is activated during the first 
quarter of 1946 and precludes any diversion of PacFlt CVEs from combat to 
transport or training until that time. 

Para. Best present estimate approximately 40 CVEs for transports. 2 
more CVEs required for training. 1 now and 1 in September. These requirements 
can only be met by additional CVEs from ATLANTIC and British. 

Para. In view above comments recommend no change in present distribution 
PacFlt CVEs. Recomend assignment additional CVEs made available from ATLANTIC 
as follows: 

(A) First 4 CVEs to ComCarTransRonsPac. 

(B) Next 2 CVEs to ComAirPac (CarDivs II &. 12) for training. 

(C) Remaining plus ary received from British to ComCarTransRonsPac. 

This answers Cominch and CN0 181524 and ComAirPac 200018. Py 210850 

also refers. References not to nor needed by all. 


O 
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27 0141 CIITCPOA PEARL TO COMGEII Tail HIFO CIITCPOA ADV. CTF 51 . 


At present unloading of garrison and maintenance shipping is 21 days 
behind schedule. In order that base development may proceed according 
to plan and that unjustified pile up of shipping at regulating points 
may be avoided it is imperative tiiat follanng questions be answered. 

1. Do you consider that unloading rate will improve sufficiently to 
catch up with schedule. 

2. If answer to 1 is negative what unloading rate can you maintain. 

Your reply will be a basis for adjustments to shipping schedules. 


27 0540 CIITCPOA ADV TO QOI.IAIRPAC INFO OQlfflIGH.GOI.7fHFLT.CO'.IAia7TI-h'LT.CO:T.4m.lj:sTCOAST . 

COHORT AC. CHICS'.,'PA . 

Your 231830 not to all. Designate and initiate training of 2 VPB(HL) 

Sqs and required service units now on lest Coast for transfer to FART 4 in 
NorPac as soon after 1 July as practicable. Also designate 2 additional Sqs 
for transfer to FAI7 4 in December of January from those made available by 
CNO 131329. In order to insure that CenPac requirements are met CINCSWPA 
will be requested by separate dispatch to make 2 Sqs from 7thFlt available 
on call. Movement forward of VPB(ML) 142, 153 and 144 will be as originally 
planned. 

27 0633 CIITCPOA ADV TO OOPGJT TEN HIPO COMGKNPOA. CIITCPOA P.-PL. C0MGEHAAFP0A . 
isco:: .i.Gtrjuous. iscom indispensable. ccegen taf . 

ISCQI INDISPENSABLE 240430 refers. Estimated date for reception 413 
Fighter Group is disturbingly late. Construction effort must be adjusted 
to provide facilities to operate units more nearly in accordance vith dates 
set forth in Enclosure B my serial 0005045. Advise what action you can take 
to correct this situation and to accelerate entire airfield urogram and 
what additional assistance you require. 

26 1634 MCARTHUR TO C3HCP0A ADV INTO CIITCPOA PEARL. CGNGENPOA . 

CX 17129. Ref your 240600 May. Concur procedure suggested for release of 
Army units. It is assumed that ComGenPOA will clear movements of Array 
units Pacific Ocean Areas WTTWthis headquarters. It is 

interpreted that units released by T 1 .ffiPR . ; ' PA 1 are not included in 
above. 


27 0541 CIITCPOA ADV TO CIIICS./PA HIFO CCP77THFLT.CO.~/JR7THFLT.CCIIENCH. C0I.1AIRPAC . 

Strength of Air7tliFlt by sqdns pursuant to ray 040306 April is presently 
scheduled to be 6 VPB(HL) 2 VPB(llL) 4 VPB(MS) and 2 VPB (MS) amphibious. In 
order to meet NorPac requirements outlined in ry 270540 and as provided by 
Corninch S: CKO 201310 of Sept 1944 it will be necessary to transfer 2 of 6 
TCPB(TIL) Sqs designated for 7thFlt to other PacFlt units, 1 Sq now and 1 in 
August. As applied to specific squadrons tills would result in return of V?B(lX 
137 to west coast as already scheduled and in retention here of VPB(HL) 116. 
2nd VPB(HL) Sq designated by you to be transferred in August. Request your 
concurrence. 

Para. To what extent will this alter your CX 16302 timed 221420. 
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27 0725 CIIICPCA ADV TO CC! IFbDAP-A. If COP I GUPJI.ICCCH A .ill All . GO: OUVlAFIQA .CINC PAG PEARL . 
cohgeupoa. x ::;asti rc3acg.i .info orrc; f. ac . cg.oRdflt . commas pac . coi:s3no. ctf 51 


cigzhcu. cpcaaprg, capo: p.c 1113 rtc. 

Conditions on OKINAWA continue such as to necessitate restriction of 
visits there to those whose presence is necessary for the prosecution of 
the war and whose visit cannot be deferred without detriment to the war 
effort. Transportation and accommodations are too much in demand to be furnish¬ 
ed to others and officers on duty there are too much occupied to have time 
to attend to wants and needs of entertainers, tourists, sightseers or visitors 
or officers on temporary duty for special technical purposes whose presence 
is not immediately required. Clearance for visits will be given only by 
Cinceac Advance Headquarters. Those who furnish transportation are charged 
with seeing that transportation is not furnished to anyone who does not have 
proper clearance. All concerned are requested to disapprove requests for 
visits to RYUKYUS until they are subjugated unless the case is considered 
particularly meritotious in which case it nay be present to Qincpac Adv Hq 
for consideration. 

29 0244 cticpoa adv tc x 3 ;:: ioth ary ihfo ccpgaipcr . 

Desire the following action taken in connection with OSS: 

(A) In every case requests for additional personnel will be submitted 
to CINCPOA for approval. 

(B) Request contained in 240132 implies that OSS intelligence of value 
is available. Copies of this should be sent promptly to CINCPOA both Hq 
for utilization. 

(C) Ho P0 T .7 or civilian internee will be returned to enemy territory 
overseas for clandestine use unless authorized by CIHCPOA in each case. 
Requests for use of such persons must be accompanied by interrogation re¬ 
ports on the individuals and plans for their utilization including trans¬ 
portation and cammunications. 

(D) Further desire that necessity for assignment Lt.Col. Hoover be 
reexamined and if needed request be sent to me. 


29 0659 CIITCPOA ADV TO COIEEITCH CLIO INFO CIIICAFPAC. CO: IC-fHPOA . 

JCS 100345 of Dec 1944 and JCS 762/10 are considered to remain the basis 
for the control of shipping in the Pacific Ocean Areas unless specifically 
cancelled by the JCS. 

Para. In order that the references may be complied with shipping which the 
y/ar or Navy Departments desire to divert from the ETO or east and gulf coast 
ports for discharge in ports of the POA should be referred in advance of sail¬ 
ing to CIIICPOA for inclusion in his shipping schedules on the basis of the 
capacity of the Torts of destination to receive such cargo for discharge. 

Para. Any shipping in the foregoing categories which is diverted with the 
knowledge that the cargoes are in excess of the capacity of POA ports to dis¬ 
charge or which is diverted to the POA without reference to CIIICPCA can be ac¬ 
cepted only with the understanding that the responsibility for all delay in 
the discharge wnrl turn around of such vessels rests with the diverting agency. 

Para. CIIJC: GA 142311 of January and CINCPOA 040111 of Feb not to nor 
needed by all also refer. 

Re uest .Par Department be informed as appropriate. 
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29 0250 CIITCPAC ADV TO CO’-UHCH AliD GHC . 

Cominch CKO 271442. Guarantee of safe conduct for aircraft passing 
through POA operating area vd.ll be difficult if not impossible unless there 
is precise agreement as to time and route. Operations of Pacific Fleet 
make it inexpedient to give such guarantee at some particular times. 

Cincoac 1 s approval of any understanding reached or of any change or modi¬ 
fication thereof should be obtained before final agreement is made in order 
that suitable notifications and arrangements can be made. Subject to fore¬ 
going concur. 

29 0901 CIKOPAC ADV TO CNO IHFO CO! 1AIRPAC. CGASERV. AC. GO! FAIR. ZEST COAST. CINCrAC iEARL . 

Ur 241929 current and prospective enemy tactics dictate that we cease 
practice of keeping warheads in ready service condition in hangars or ele¬ 
vator pits. Accordingly consider it essential that magazine stowage for 
warheads be provided. 

Para. However in the case of carriers engaged in "escort and support 
operations" which is taken to mean CVEs, the possibility of finding suitable 
torpedo targets does not justify the danger and displacement of other 
armament which are involved in the carrying of torpedoes on board. Accord¬ 
ingly concur in proposal to remove torpedoes from these ships. 

29 0903 CINCPOA ADV TO COHGEII T31 IHFO C0I.13ADFLT.C0H5THFLT.C0?I7THFLT.CTG 99.2. 

CIHCPGA PEARL. COllSSKAAFPCA. CC? IGENAAFPOA (AIHIII). 

Since it now appears that the prompt forward movement of the ground 
echelon of MAG L4 from SAMAR will result in readiness that group to operate 
considerably in advance of 41st Bomb Group of which the movement has been 
delayed the previous directives of my I3O63I and 171344 are cancelled and 
replaced by the following: 

A. Ground echelons of both groups will be established ashore as 
expeditiously as possible. 

B. Squadrons of both groups will be called forward at discretion 
ComGen 10. 

C. Movement of VUB 612 to OKINAWA will be deferred by separate dispatch. 

Para. Advise action taken. 

29 2207 COUHCH to GINC_‘AC ADV IHFO CINCPAC PEARL.GO:ifER?AG.C0:.CARTRAKSR0N?AG.C0MSS- 
CAIii'C-R. AC. 


Recommendations your 260543 refer. 

A. 4 LantFlt CVEs ordered redeployed and assigned CarTransRonPac my 

232130. 

B. Remaining CVEs in Lant required there for training and will not be 
redeployed. 

G. In response to representations made accordance ny 232247 not to all 
Admiralty states no additional British CVEs can be made available and now 
necessary to w mbr - Ict. ask for the return of ATHELHIG, RAJAH and TRACKER in 
order to support British PacFlt. No change in present distribution of PacFlt 
CVEs will be made. 
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30 2100 SECNAV (DIRPUBRSL) TO CB/CPAC ADV INFO CINCIAC .FLiRL . 


l!y 291925. New policy provides that damage to certain named vessels 
be released upon safe arrival at PEARL HARBOR or continental port. Others 
after return to service. To control release of information SecNav only 
will initially release battle-da;iage information concerning carriers battle¬ 
ships cruisers submarines amphibious •eazstk. force flagships by name or type 
or any other vessel if initial availability is more than thirty days. Dis¬ 
trict public relations officers may initially release all other vessels 
upon safe arrival in port and will notify you in advance of ships name and 
number and date-hour of release. Last date rule i n , 11 apply. Cause of 
damage including suicide planes and Baka bombs is releasable. External 
damage photographs and description releasable. SecNav only will clear photo¬ 
graphs or specific description internal or underwater damage. 

31 0020 CC~7THFLT TO CIUCS.PA INFO CINCPOA ADV . 

Subject agreements reached at conference GHQ on 16 May relative SNPA 
and KCIFCPAC support of CHINA Theater. CINCPAC and CIMCPOA has approved 
insofar as agreements concern him. 

. 31 0343 CINCPAC ADV TO PACDIV ATC INFO ATC GUAM.ATC H ICKAI-!.C0I1A JDAREA.NAP0 GUAM . 
r:AP0 HONOLULU. CINCPOA EARL . 

Consider tactical situation OKINAWA is still in the assault phase. 

Your transport schedules for June indicate regularly scheduled flights 
between GUAM and OKINAWA and will lead to unwarranted assumptions concerning 
travel to OKI MALA that may contravene the purpose of ray 270725. AH air 
travel from or via MARIANAS to OKINAWA is subject to priorities established 
by ComFwdArea. Request you modify your June schedules accordingly, 

(fho) 

31 0425 CINCPAC ADV TO CKO INFO CCMjLERPAC.COM^ERVI-AC.COIICARTRAITSROHPAC.CO'.I.LE NORFOLK 

CINCPAC PEARL. CAPSCF. CG /SERV.-AC. CQ/AI PLANT . 

In view urgent need transport CVEs desire only those repairs required 
to insure reliable operating condition. If alterations can be accomplished 
during the yard period required for above repairs first priority should be 
given to those which affect the passenger carrying capacity of the vessel. 
These alterations are ACV 179 increase living accommodations. CVE 250 install 
additional fry kettle in galley. CVE 174 install dishwashing machine wardroom 
galley. Move forward wardroom bulkhead at frame SS-1 and install additional 
wardroom mess table. These alterations only as repair time permits on a no 
delay basis. Removal of 2nd catapult not desired. This answers your 261734 
not to nor needed by all. 

30 230S CINC°0A ADV TO CCI3RDFLT INFO CTG 33.4 

Regret that conditions at OKINAWA are such as to make it impracticable 
to authorize visit to OKINAWA AT THIS time by Mr. Luce and party. See ray 
270725. './ill reconsider if conditions warrant before he leaves the Pacific. 
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31 1715 cg.:geh 10 to cr:c ca pearl b:?g c : c. ca adv. c tf 31 . ctg 9 ,y : 

ReUr 170141. Unloading rate at GKH. A.A -..ill not catch up with present 
scheduled tonnage until use UAH.-., YGEABARU and BARELI KO . ossible. DisChar(p 
tonnage diverted from 3C and additional tonnage for augmented development 
cannot be accomplished accordance present schedule until development above 
ports and present freight handling personnel and equipment augmented. artli 
Estimate^ can initiate development above ports latter part of June. Since 
1 May discharge over present available OKINAWA beaches averaged/6836 M-T day* 
Tentative estimate far June 19000 M-T day. Details study OKINAWA nov$6eing 
made. Estimated future capacity and additional requirements to accomplish 
will be submitted by 5 June. 

Para. IE SHIMA presently discharging 2730 M-T daily. Ehtire 6th echelon 
now called forward. Do not consider the 10 days IE SHIMA now behind neces¬ 
sitates adjustment shipping shcedule that island. * 

01 2308 CINCPOA ADV TO CCIGEN TUI. 


Your 3H525 approved. The advances of the past few days are most grati¬ 
fying. I believe you have destroyed the enemy power to hold any new defensive 
position for long. 

02 0035 CIIICPAC ADV TO C0:.~ IHGIJ^AJSA. CINCPAC PEARL. NEVADA (BB36) INFO COI.IINCH. 
C0I3RDFLT. CTF 51 . 01 if-M:: 1. 

This is ray OpQrd 6-45. * ■* 

Task Organization as prescribed by CTF 96 . Forces assigned are units of TG 
.96.1 as designated by CTF 96 , NEVADA and escorts to be designated by CI'.'CPAC 
PEARL. 

. 1. Information from native evacuees indicates heavily constructed com¬ 
mand post on EMIDJ ISLAND, JALUIT ATOLL impervious to air attacks is used by 
Array and Navy commanders and command personnel during air attacks. 

2. Forces assigned this operation will destroy EMIDJ command post and 
coraimand personnel by coordinated air and surface attack on J Day in order 

to reduce Japanese ability and will to resist and to nrovide combat training. 

3. CTF 96 provide supplementary intelligence and issue necessary de¬ 
tailed plan for air strikes, bombardment, neutralization of shore batteries 
during surface firing and coordination of operations. CIIICPAC PEARL route 
NEVADA and escorts to arrive at objective at time specified by CTF 96 and 
thence to GUAM* 16 June ELD designated J-Day. 

• 4. Ammunition replenishment for NEVADA and escorts at GUAM. 

5. Communications PAC 70B and PAC 71. NEVADA and escorts revert to 
operational control of CINCPAC on departure from objective. CIIICPOA at GUAM. 
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03 0257 oing/ca :.d; to jg-ACdiv .go 1 . 1 ^ c~:c:j , -AC. ccgaaca. cc. :la.D-1R -ct-lyus 

FORCES. COILLwDBR IAUIANAS. CINCPGA PEARL . 


o 


Your 020120. Believe my 310343 is sufficiently clear to guide your 
activities. However, follov;ing answers are made to specific queries of 
your 020120. 

A. 2nd sentence. Negative. 

B. 3rd sentence. Movement of cargo and passengers from the MARIANAS 
to IDKINAAA will be regulated as necessary by Commander MARIAI'IAS to 
meet the requirements of Commander RYUKYUS (ComGen 10) until the 
tactical situation has been determined by CIIICFOA to warrant regular! 
scheduled operations. By 270725 is reaffirmed insofar as passengers 
are concerned. It reads in part "clearance for visits will be 
given only by Cincpac Advance Headquarters". 

Para. Suggest you review logistic plan for land based forces Annex D 
to my OpPlan 14-/i4 of 31 December 1944. In case you need further clarifi¬ 
cation suggest you or your designated representative confer with appropriate 
officer in my Advance Headquarters. 


03 1207 CINCPAC ADV TO CINCAFPAC. CG oTHARMY. CglGBilATAAC. C0:7THFLT . 


Am passing to you separately ComGenF?.!FPac 131504 my 140722 and Cominch 
182005 to clarify status Naval Construction Battalions attached to Amphibious 
Corps. 




04 0325 COMGEN 10 to 24 CORPS. 3RDFHIBCCRPS. INFO CINCPAC ADV.CTF31.CTF32.CTG32.il 
COMPHIBSPAC . 

This is OpOrd No* 13-45* 

10th Army will continue attack to pursue and destroy enemy in southern 
OKINAWA* Effective 041200 I(-9) June boundary between Corps as follows. 
Present boundary to crossroads in IWA 7&64T southwest along road through 
SHIDAJYAKU 7763D junction 7762R through west edge TUSA 7661C west edge 
OZATO 7561X south along road to crossroads 7560Y all to 24 Corps, 3rcUFhib 
Corps will continue on present mission. In addition will drive rapidly 
south in Corps zone of action to prevent the eneny from organizing new de¬ 
fensive position* 24 Corps will continue present mission and in addition 
will attack to SW capture hill mass 7361-7760-7359 811(1 P re v ent eneny from 

organizing new defensive position. Maintain contact with 3ndPhibCorps. Both 
Corps will take full advantage of enemy disorganization. Destroy him wherever 
met, and will prevent him from reorganizing his forces. By mutual consent 
troops of either Corps may cross Corps boundary for maneuver. Be prepared 
for further advance. Other details no change. 


J 
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05 0616 CINCPAC AD? TO CINCAFPAC . 

1. In order to expedite construction and take advantage of natural ter¬ 
rain in OKINAWA-IE SHIMA the usual standard airfield specifications have been 
liberalized with the concurrence of AAFPOA. 


(A) The sight distance at any point 10 feet above the ruiway to any 

other point 10 feet above the runway was reduced from 7000 ft to 5000 ft* 

(B) Longitudinal grades have been increased to 1 and one quarter percent* 

(C) Lengths of fighter fields determined in the field with a minimum of 

6000 ft for P47Ns. 

(D) Medium bombers 6000 ft long* 

(E) Other bombers except VIR 6500 ft* Glide angle for fighters 1 to 40 

bombers 1 to 40* 

2* It was informally understood in the early conferences that FEAF speci¬ 
fications were more liberal than dNCPOA 1 s however a close analysis indicates 
a more rigid type than those in the original CINCPOA specifications except 
for widths of runways which are specified at 100 ft* 

3* It is recommended that where FEAF specifications are in excess of 
those adopted by CINCPOA as outlined in para 1 above that CINCPOA specifica¬ 
tions govern except that lengths of fields as outlined in General Casey's 
memorandum for the various fields may be generally met with glide angles of 
1 to 50* 


05 0845 CINCPOA ADV TO COUINCH & CNO INFO CINCPOA EARL. COMMARGILS. BUFERS . 

Request authority to establish the Haval Operating Base ENIWETOK and the 
Naval Operating Base KWAJALEIN to consist of all the naval shore facilities 
including Naval Air Bases at ENIWETOK and KWAJATEIN ATOLLS respectively. If 
this authority is granted recommend BuPers order Rear Admiral W* K« Harrill 
as Comdt. NOB KWAJALEIN and Atoll Ccmmander KWAJALEIN and Capt. R* B* Tuggle 
as Conrit. NOB ENIWETOK and Atoll Commander ENIWETOK. Rear Admiral Harrill's 
orders as ComMarGils should remain in effect* Ths purpose of the foregoing 
is to strengthen and regularize naval administration at these important naval 


bases* 


04 0330 C0M3RDFLT to CINCPAC ADV HQ Info CTF 38. CINCPOA PEARL KQ . COMAIRPAC. 

Proposal contained your 030626 strongly concurred in. Also with future 
operations in mind it is deemed of the utmost importance that daily photo 
coverage of Empire airfields be undertaken by planes based at OKINAWA and 
17/0 at the earliest possible moment. Coincident therewith it is requested 
that interprons be set up at both places with personnel specially trained 
in this type of interpretation. These units in conjunction with proposed 
distribution officers to be charged with the responsibility through the 
appropriate command for keeping the fleet and other interested commands 
informed by dispatch and supplied with material resulting from raid missions. 
Delivery by parachute drop considered feasible where distances too great 
for carrier planes. 

05 0300 COMGENAAFPOA to COMMARIANAS Info CINCPOA . 

AAFPOA 3430. To date no combat crew rest camp facilities have been 
provided in the MARIANAS. This situation has reached a critical state as 


- Continued - 


2918 















t r n r n . 

JUNE 

05 0800 COMGSNAAFPOA to CCMMABIAHAS Info CINCPOA (Cont'd) 

there will be 1375 combat crews due for rest and rehabilitation on July 1. 
During June the 7th Air Force and 7th Bomber Command areas on SAIPAN will 
be progressively vacated. These areas altho not desireable nor acceptable 
for permanent rest camp offer the only opportunity to provide facilities 
to meet this need. It is recommended that these 2 areas in their entirity 
including both club buildings and the general officers' quarters presently 
occupied by General Douglass be allocated for this purpose. Some additional 
shower and latrine facilities will be necessary to make full use of the 
tents and office quonsets available. Mess equipment, reefers and generator 
plants being removed by the vacating units must be replaced. Request 
immediate reply. 

05 2220 CINCPOA ADV TO CINCAFPAC INFO CCMGENPOA. COMGEN TEN. CINCPOA PEARL . 

Request you take such action as is required concerning ComGenPOA 050346 
and ComGen IX) 050834 since they relate to movement and reequipment of Army 
Infantry Divisions after they are released to your operational control* 

06 0223 DEPCOMAF 20 TO ISCCM GUAM INFO CINCPOA ADV. COM MARIANAS■DEPCQM 20 ADMTTJ . 

3465* Existing in AAFPOA area immediately and urgent requirement for housing 
facilities to accomodate transient officers, press correspondents and other 
visiting officials* At present time some of this personell must be housed 
in CINCPOA area. This arrangement objectionable to both CINCPOA and AAFPOA. 
Admiral Nimitz has approved in principle immediate construction in AAFPOA 
area for this purpose. Request 1 each B1 BOQ complete with al1 plumbing etc. 
be made available from local stocks and constructed immediately. Site avail¬ 
able in AAFPOA area cleared and readily accessible for water and sewer connec¬ 
tions* 

06 0806 CINCPOA ADV TO DEPCQM 20 AF INFO COMMARIANAS.ISCOM GUAM.DEPCCM 20 AF ADMIN . 

Your 060223 is in error. Fleet Admiral Nimitz has not received and has 
not approved your request for construction. Desire it be submitted in normal 
manner including statement as to availability of materials and priority 
which you recommend relative to other Amy projects on GUAM, 

Para. All press correspondents housed in CINCPOA area are accredited to 
the Pacific Fleet and arrangement is not objectionable. Nimitz. 

06 0513 CINCPAC ADV TO NAVY WEATHER CENTRAL MANILA INFO C0I!7THFLT . 

For Capt, Danis at weather conference. Proposed plan of 7thFlt to search 
for typhoons brought no results this week until request for search was made 
by CINCPAC. Explicit arrangements should be made by which ComAir7thFlt will 
initiate weather flights immediately upon formation of storm condition and 
sand reports direct to CINCPAC without requiring request in each instance. 

For urgent use here please ascertain exactly what weather flights were made 
and what weather information was promulgate^fconnection recent typhoon in 
PHILIPPINE SEA. 

06 1242 CINCPOA ADV TO CGAAFPOA INFO CGAAFFOA (ADMIN).CINCPOA PEARL. COMGEN TEN . 


Your 050655 and 060501, Request thorough screening of requests to visit 
OKINAWA in compliance ny 270725. Request of your 060501 granted. 

















JUNE (GCT) '' ^ 

05 1538 COMINCH & CNO TO US FLEET INFO CCMNAVSU. ALL NAVDISTS. COiiDT COAST GUARD. 
ADMIRALTY. CO'S US ARMY. ALL BUESAUS & OFFICES NAVY DEFT. HSHQ OTTAWA . 

As of 0000/Z(GCT) 12 June 10th Fleet hereby dissolved# Directive establish¬ 
ing 10th Fleet Cominch & CNO serial 02561 of 29 July 1943 is cancelled. At 
that time ATLANTIC SEA FRONTIERS revert to status prescribed General Order 
No. 213. All anti-submarine functions heretofore performed by 10th Fit and 
Assistant Chief of Staff (Anti-Submarine) will henceforth be performed by 
Cominch. ComlOthFlt CANDR becomes COMINCH CANDR with no change in call signs. 
This is Cominch & CNO number 44* 

07 0151 CINCPAC ADV TO COMSERVRQN 10 INFO C013RDFLT CQM7THFLT CINCPAC PEARL 
ADCOHPHIBSPAC. COMFHILSEAFRON. COMSERVPAC. C0MH1IBSPAC . 

Your 060247* The special duties assigned ComPhibGrogp 13 are considered 
terminated. Your duties are those normally assigned plus such duties as 
administrative SOPA connection 3rdFlt and British Pacific Fleet as may be 
assigned by Com3rdFleet. 

07 0725 CINCPAC ADV TO COMAIRPAC INFO CND. COMSERVPAC. CINCPAC PEARL. COMFAIRWEST. 

COESCARPAC. C0M3RDFLT,COHMARIANAS.COMSERVRON TEN. CCtlAIRPACSUBCCKFORD . 

CNO 051430. Proceed with removal of torpedoes from all CVE type carriers. 
07 1603 JOINT CHIEFS OF STAFF TO MACARTHUR. NLflTZ. ARNOLD . 


WARX-13084. 

1. In view of the complex petroleum programming problem and the projected 
tight products and tanker situation, it is necessary to adopt an agreed 
petroleum supply procedure for the handling of Pacific Theater petroieum 
requirements. Conferences here have resulted in working out the following 
recommendations which are presented for your consideration: 

A. There shall be 2 area petroleum officers in the Pacific Theater: 
One an Amy Area Petroleum Officer responsible to CINCAFPAC, one a Navy 
Area Petroleum Officer responsible to CINCPAC. 

B. By mutual agreement between CINCAEPAC and CINCPAC a sub-area 
petroleum officer will be designated for each locality where the petroleum 
products requirements are sufficient in the opinion of the Petroleum 
Officers to warrant such action. The sub-area Petroleum Officer in each 
area shall combine the total requirements for all services in that area 
and forward them to the appropriate Army or Navy area Petroleum Officer. 

C. As its representative in the Pacific Theater, the Joint Chiefs of 
Staff (Army-Navy Petroleum Board) will designate an officer to serve as 
Pacific Petroleum Coordinator. The Office of the Pacific Petroleum Co¬ 
ordinator will be located at some forward base to be agreed. He shall be 
responsible for the consolidation of the requirements forwarded by the 2 
Petroleum Officers for the Pacific. He shall forward the combined re¬ 
quirements to the Arny-Navy Petroleum Board, giving complete details of 
required cargoes and destinations, the latter to be set forth in broad 
area or distribution points in keeping with presently accepted practices. 

D. Except as may otherwise be agreed by addressees, the area petroleui 
officers for the respective service organizations shall determine their 
requirements separately and furnish them to the Pacific Petroleum Co¬ 
ordinator for consolidation and forwarding to the Army-Navy Petroleum Bd. 

E. Upon receipt of consolidated Pacific Theater requirements from the 
Pacific Petroleum Coordinator, the Army-Navy Petroleum Board shall set up 
an overall supply program and, in line with current practice, will 
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07 1603 JOINT CHIEFS OF STAFF TO MCARTHUR. KBUTZ. ARImOLD (CONTINUED) 


continue to forward to the agencies interested in Pac Theater logistics 
a weekly slate outlining the projected movement of a11 petroleum products 
to all Pacific Theater forces. 

FE. The Area Petroleum Officer for each service shall designate a 
liaison officer to work with the Pacific Petroleum Coordinator. 

G. The Pacific Petroleum Coordinator in conjunction with the Area 
Petroleum Officers or their liaison officers shall arrange the distribu¬ 
tion of all cargoes to ports and bases. No diversion of products or car¬ 
goes scheduled for the Pacific Theater by the Army-Navy Petroleum Board 
to meet the requirements of any service shall be made without obtaining 
prior consent of the service affected. 

H. Consistent with the principles of efficient tanker operations and 
product requirements the Pacific Petroleum Coordinator shall arrange with 
the cognizant authorities for all tanker diversions. 

I. Until otherwise directed the foregoing provisions will apply only 
to those areas and forces presently included in the responsibilities of 
the Area Petroleum Officer, FOA, Area Petroleum Officer, SWPA. 

2. Your early consideration of the propose<$rocedure is desired. Upon 
agreement by all addressees to the adoption of the procedure as outlined, the 
JCS (Army-Navy Petroleum Board) will nominate an officer to serve as Pacific 
Petroleum Coordinator. 


07 2107 CPUNCH to CINC PAC ADV Info CINCPOA PEARL. COMMARGILS. BUPSRS . 

Your 050845 approved. (Ref: Request authority to establish NOB ENIWETOK) 

and KWAJALEIN) 


07 1147 CTB 38.3 to COMFHILSSAFRON INFO C0M3RDFLT CINCPAC ADV TG 38.3. CTF 38. 1 garble 

At 071544 I (-9) Army P-38 crashed and burned on forward flight deck of 
RANDOLFH resulting in structural damage, serious fire, 10 planes destroyed, 

4 known dead, 14 seriously injured, CWMCB for-missing not completed. P-38 
made lew/ NAMT run past bew close aboard, pulled up to 4,000 feet and made 
straight shallow dive to crash. Propeller hub number 100205P recovered with 
2 blades. No evidence of bomb. Fire fed largely by gasoline from P-38 
as RANDOLPH'S planes not fueled. This is 1 of numbrous instances of P-38s 
which have been playing around and diving on ships this TG PIM . Request Amy 
authorities be requested to take immediate correcting action and inform P-38 
units operating this vicinity that unless otherwise instructed by first info 
addee hereafter P -38 planes diving on thips this TG will be fired on. Fire 
was withheld on subject plane on account its friendly identification Pilot 
apparently did not survive. 

07 1247 RANDOLFH (CV 15) to GOMINCH. CINCPAG60M3RDFLT. CTF 38 Info COMSERVPAC.8QMSERQN 

TEN. COMAIRPAC. C01SVESSEAFR0N. 

Amy P-38 of unknown number and home base while flat hatting crashed and 
burned on RANDOLFH forward flight deck 071544 LEYTE HARBOR. Propellor hub 
number 100205P with 2 blades only identifiable object recovered. Casualties 
RANDOLFH 4 dead 14 seriously injured check for missing not completed. Material 
damage not estensive SEQENDO . Expect ready for sea 12 June ANIQFAPT destroyed, 

08 0520 CINCPOA ADV TO COMGMAAFPOA INFO COMGENAAFPOA ADMIN. 


Your 030617•concurrence withheld until it becomes feasible to deploy the 
unit concerned on an Arpy Air Field. 
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08 1229 CINCPOA ADV TO ALPOA INFO COLINCH AIID CKO . 

Effective 10 June there are hereby established the Naval Operating Base 
KWAJALEIN which will comprise all naval shore activities in the KWAJALEIN 
Atoll and the Naval Operating Base ENIWETOK which will comprise all naval 
shore activities in the ENIWETOK Atoll* The Atoll Commanders at KWAJALEIN 
and ENIWETBK vd.ll assume duties as Commandants of their respective Naval 
Operating Bases. 

08 2301 CINCPAC ADV TO C0M3RDFLT . 



09 0251 CINCPOA ADV TO C01&ENP0A INFO CHIC A.- PAC. COMHARIANAS.CCMGEN10.ISCQLIS OKINAWA. 

SAIPAN. TINIAN. IWO JM . 

Under the procedure established by my 240600 and CINCAFPAC 261634 
request you obtain concurrence for me in 

A, Movement 24th Infantry Regiment to OKINAWA. 

B. Movement 1 Bn 147th InfRegt from IWO JIMA to TINIAN. 

09 1339 CINCPOA ADV TO COKENCH . 

Your 081630* CINCPOA has great sympathy for the position in which 
citizens of Japanese Ancestry who are in the armed services find themselves*. 
He recognizes however that the situation in active areas of the Pacific is 
far different from that in EUROPE where all Japanese were friendly. It is 
undesirable and inexpedient to have troops of Japanese Ancestry deployed 
in an active area where their physical characteristics might cause them to 
be regarded as enemy or where circumstances might arise which would put 
their loyalty to an undue strain. It is agreeable to CINCPOA that troops 
of Japanese Ancestry be employed in the main islands of the HAWAIIAN Group. 

He recommends against their employment in tjie POA to the westward thereof 
as the danger and difficulties involved would outweigh any gain in connection 
therewith. 

09 0657 CINCPAC ADV TO COMPHIBSPAC INFO CINCPAC PEARL. 


The assignment of ships to Type Commanders for administrative control 
is based on their designed normal employment over prolonged periods of time 
which embrace extended intervals of relatively reduced activity as well as 
intervals of active combat operations. It is recognized that during periods 
of actual combat and during the preliminary training period PCE, PCS, PC 
PC(R) and SC are required by Amphibious Force Commander for training indoc¬ 
trination and employment. For this reason it is intended that they will be 
assigned to the operational control of ComPhibsPac in sufficient numbers 
and for sufficient periods of time for this purpose. Since they are not 
basically amphibious types however it is considered desirable that they con¬ 
tinue under ComServPac for administrative purposes. Your 030110 refers. 
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09 1847 OOi-JNCH AND CNO TO CINCPAC BOTH HQ . 


o 


Inability of TF 38 to avoid typhoon of 5 June is cause for concern particu¬ 
larly in connection future operations. Report in detail what measures are 
currently in effect to locate and taack such storms and whether any were 
not made use of or failed in the recent case. Advise your plans for further 
strengthening weather service. Is any additional action required of Departiae 
to assist you with material or personnel. 


11 0800 CINCPOA ADV TO CINCPOA PEABL. 


My 290243 contemplated conference primarily for naval purposes "to ex¬ 
plore all problems connection with carrier transport". It is expected that 
information will be obtained as to the extent of Army problems in connection 
with their fighters and to determine to what extent the fleet may be able to 
assist with CVE lift after meeting its own requirements. However desire no 
commitment made. It should be made clear that the Arny must rely primarily 
on its own resources and on normal methods of overseas shipment of Amy air¬ 
craft and also that except in special cases fleet requirements must be met 
before CVE lift is made available to the Amy. 




11 0248 CINCPOA ADV TO CIKCAFPAC. 


O 


Your 101320. The considerations with respect to ports and ships mentioned 
in your 101320 were all taken into account before CINCPOA requested concurrence 
in the movement of the 24th Infantry from SAIPAN to OKINAWA. 

The planned employment of MarDivs is such that it will be highly desirable 
and possibly necessary to have in OKINAWA 1 Regiment which will not have to 
prepare for a future operation or be recently returned from a previous operation 
Unless you have other needs for the 24th Inf request your concurrence in 
its movement. 


11 0802 CINCPAC ADV TO SSCNAV INFO CINCPAC PEARL. C0MAI3PAC . 





Your 021935* The following figures cover the OKINAWA Campaign from 18 

March to 9 June inclusive and are based on dispatch information. 

A. Our plane losses total 965 including 312 destroyed on board carriers as 
a result of damage by enemy and storm. 

B. Fast carriers during Empire strikes sank 14 ships and 14 small craft. 

During other operations sank 43 ships and 152 small craft. CVEs sank 4 
ships and 26 small craft. VPB type planes sank 107 ships and 50 small craft, 
Total sunk 168 ships and 242 small craft. 

C. Fast carriers on empire strikes damaged 139 ships and 73 small craft. On 
other operations damaged 100 ships and 597 small craft. CVEs damaged 30 
small craft. VPB typeplanes damaged 138 ships and 35 small craft. Total 
damaged 377 ships and 735 small craft. Vessels 100 tons or greater are 
here classified as ships. 

D* Fast carriers on empire strikes destroyed 920 eneny aircraft. On other 
operations destroyed 1410. CVEs destroyed 275, Marine planes of TAF de¬ 
stroyed 457* VPB planes destroyed 38. Ships AA destroyed 460. Suicide 
hits or misses destroyed 216. Total enemy planes destroyed by fleet units 
3776. 

E. At one time or another the campaign involved 13 CVs 7 CVLs 22 combat CVEs 3 
MAGs, 10 VPB sqdns with total complements of 2583 aircraft. Replacement 
carrier aircraft supplied by ComAirPac during the period totaled 1212• 

Total navy planes involved in the campaign adds up to an estimated 3795* 
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11 0804 CINCPOA ADV TO CCHGEN TEN IMFO CTG 99.2. CTF 81 . 

After consideration of CTG 99.2 100345 originated by Lieut. Col. Fix it 
appears to be necessary to comment that the operations of the air units avail¬ 
able to support the 10th Army are expected to be those which will contribute 
most to the task in hand. It is not desired to sacrifice tactical efficiency 
for the Durpose of demonstrating any particular weapon or technique. 

12 0851 GHQ MCARTHUR TO CINCPOA ADV. CQIGENPOA . 

CX 18624* In view your radio 110248 (not to all or needed) concur in 
movement of 24th Infantry Regiment from SAIPAN to OKINAWA. 

13 0231 CINCPAC ADV TO COMINCH CMO INFO CINCPAC PEARL. COMSERVPAC . 

Expanding fleet requirements for floating repair and service facilities 
in widely separated places in western Pacific necessitate assignment ServRon 
10 units accordingly. Importance of general supervision under 1 head con¬ 
tinues but definite strengthening of the organization is immediately re¬ 
quired, Propose divide squadron into service divisions 101 and 102 and 103 
andl04 initially located at LEYTE RYUKYUS MARIANAS and ENIWETOK. Plan all 
all ships new assigned ServRon 10 so continue but to further reassign them 
from time to time among specific divisions giving squadron commander free- 
com of action to shift a unit from 1 division to another to meet varying 
requirements. 

Commo. W. R. Carter oresent ComServRon 10 ordered to hospital return in¬ 
definite. Strongly recommend replacement by Rear Admiral nominate F. B* Low 
alternative choice A. E. Smith. Recommend division commanders be Commodores. 
Nominate T. J. Keliher, E. E. Duval, Henry Hartley, J. T. Acuff. Requirements 
for staffs later. 

As foregoing considered of great importance urge approval of the organiza¬ 
tion and assignment of commanders at early date* 




13 0335 CINCPAC ADV TO COMIHCH INFO COMSOPAC. CINCPOA PEARL * 

Your 222022 and SedNav serial 0040813 of 22 May to Asst Secy State regardr¬ 
ing maintenance of token force at JUA AMOTU airfield on island of TONGATASU, 

No U*S. personnel has been stationed there for many months. Field originally 
build by NEW ZEALAND forces and operated by them. Reorganization SoPac pro- 
poase in ComSoPac 00035 of 8 March Enclosure A Page 1 and approved by CINCPAC 
CINCPOA 0005033 of 8 April provided for only NEW ZEALAND personnel at T0NGATAB1 
Current information however indicates about 2 officers and 28 enlisted men 
remain at NOB. CNO 181945 of April 1944 approved ComSoPac 010040 which pro¬ 
posed retnetion at TONGA personnel for tank farm only. In view foregoing 
circumstances is it desired now to establish a garrison force at JUA AMCTU 
airfield. 


13 0849 CINCPAC ADV TO COMSERVPAC . 

It is a fundamental principle of naval command that officers on the staff 
of a flag officer afloat do not themselves exercise command. The authority 
of a Chief of Staff is authority delegated by the commander concerned. Other 
staff officers have no authority in their awn right and may not issue orders 
except in the name of the commander fend then only when directed by the com¬ 
mander. _ 

The tentative organization of Service Force Pacific Fleet submitted by 
vour conf serial 02938 of 4 June 1945 and also the organization of ServRon 10 
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13 0349 CINCPAC ADV TO COMSERVPAC (CONT'D) 


as proposed by your serial 02934 of 4 June 1945 are faulty in that staff of¬ 
ficers appear in the chain of command. They are therefore not approved. 

Please resubmit both organizations in such form that the chain of command 
and the internal organization of the staff do not appear on the same sheet 
of paper. Desire if practicable ComServPac bring with him tentative drafts 
and be prepared to discuss when he comes to GUAM. 

13 1110 C0MAAFS7PA TO CINCS1VPA INFO CINCPOA 3CTH.CQMANF TOLOSA.COLIAF 5. COHAF 13 . 

AX 70381. ReURad CX 18131 of 9 June. Investigation reveals that P38 which 
crashed carrier RANDOLPH in LEYTE HARBOR was from 8 Photo Recon Sqdn DULAG 
LEYTE. This airplane was being ferried from Clark Field to DULAG on routine 
nontactical flight. In performing dangerous maneuvers which ended in fatal 
crash pilot was disregarding previously issued regulations and letter of 
instructions of FEAF and was violating principles of flying safety which all 
airmen have been trained to observe. Deeply regret that carelessness of 
1 pilot has cost other lives, injuries, and damage. The contents of %Rad 
AX 70054 is being brought to the attention of all pilots of this command 
and should prevent recurrence of such incidents. 

13 1621 CINCPAC ADV TO CIHCBPF . 

If proposal of CTG 111.2 had been made from 1 of ny own commanders it 
would have been disapproved as the risk appears greater than ary prospective 
gain. If for purposes of morale or training you would like it done I will 
authorize it. Please advise. 

13 1629 CINCPOA ADV TO COM MARIANAS INFO ISCOi.t 1.70 JEA. CIMCAFPAC. CINCPOA PEARL. 

CQMGSNFOA. COMGEN TEN. ISCOH OKINAWA. ISCOM SAIPAN. ISCOM TINIAN. 

VJhen relieved by Marine MP Bns transfer 24th InfRegt to OKINAWA for 
garrison duty. Unit released to CTF 99 operational control upon arrival. 

In cone junction with above transfer 1 Bn of 147th InfRegt from IWO JIMA 
to relieve elements of 24th InfRegt at TINIAN. IPake shipping arrangements 
with CINCPOA PEARL. 

13 1623 CINCPOA ADV TO COHAIRPAC CGFHFPAC.CGPOA.COMSERVPAC.CGAAFPOA INFO COM MARIANAS 

ISCOM GUAM. CNO . 

Refer CINCPOA PEARL 302205. The critical situation outlined therein has 
become aggravated to the extent that there is new an unacceptable accumulation 
of ships in the MARSHALLS and MARIANAS awaiting discharge in the MARIANAS. 
Action addressees are directed to screen carefully all operational projects 
involving movement of cargo in or out of the MARIANAS and to reduce or defer 
shipments wholly or in part until the accumulation of ships awaiting discharge 
and loading is cleared away. Advise CINCPOA PEARL info CINCPOA ADV without 
delay reductions in tonnage allocations or deferments that can be effected. 
Report required from action adees. 
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13 215S JCS TO MCARTHUR. KTDHTZ. SULTAN. I'/SDSiSYER INFO CIKCPOA PEARL, 


WX 16434 Book Message. 

The Combined Chiefs of Staff have agreed to the following directive for 

the repatriation of All i ed prisoners of war in the Far East. Similar instruc¬ 
tions being passed by the British Chiefs of Staff to SACSEA. 

1. All Allied prisoners of war in Japanese custody including merchant seamen, 
will be repatriated at the earliest possible date consistent with mili¬ 
tary operations. The approximate numbers held in JAPAN and Japanese-occu¬ 
pied territory are as follows: 

British Commonwealth 123,500 

American 15,000 

Dutch 30,000 

Members of Chinese forces present a so (2 grps missing) problem 

outside of the scope of this directive. 

2. Since the problem is basically of a military nature, all plans for the 
evacuation and repatriation of prisoners of war must be approved by the 
War Office or War Department of each government concerned. 

3. Repatriation will conform to the necessities of current military operations 

4. Priority will be given to the repatriation of the sick and wounded. 

5. Except as stated in para 4 above, no difference will be made in repatria¬ 
tion priorities: OPNBQWKCLCSNB begin 

A. Between Allied prisoners of war of various nationalities; 

B. Between different services (including merchant navies); 

C. Between officers and other ranks (enlisted men). 

6 . The United States Theatre Commanders concerned and Supreme Commander, 
Southeast Asia (in conjunction where necessary with C-in-C INDIA) will: 

A. Ensure that adequate provision is made for the care of prisoners of 
war in any armistice agreement with the enemy; 

B. Make the necessary preparations to ensure that all prisoners of war 
are repatriated also including provision of staff comprising personnel 
of each Allied nation whose activity will in general be limited to 
the problems of registration, financial relief, transfer and repatria¬ 
tion of their own nationals; 

C. Make the necessary preparations to ensure that all recovered prisoners 
of war wit hin their respective zones area provided with necessary food 
clothing comfort and medical attention; 

D. Take control of any prisoners of war camps within their respective 
zones; 

E» Take 1 necessary measures to protect Allied prisoners of war. 

F. Collect and Dreserve al1 records kept by the enemy pertaining to 
prisoners of war, including those who have died in captivity, have 
escaped or have been transferred or released, pending instructions 
from the governments concerned for their disposal. 

G« Ensure that any enemy personnel denounced as war criminals and charged 
with serious maltreatment of prisoners of war are apprehended and 
taken into custody. 

END OF DIRECTIVE. 
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14 1718 CINCPAC ADV TO COMINCH & CNO INFO CINCPAC PEARL . 


RefUr 091847* Current measures to locate and track typhoons are: 

(A) Reconnaissance by search aircraft from FA'/ 1 and FA'/ 18. 

(B) By request reconnaissance by Array 655th leather Squadron 20th AF. 

(C) By request reconnaissance by planes under C INC S'.'/PA and ComYthFlt. 

(D) Reports from station weather ships. 

(E) Reports from ships at sea. 

(F) Current network of reports from islands, submarines and air rescue 
ships also post flight search reports. 

All means available used. During critical period weather reconnaissance 
flights in FHITJiTPPINE and GUAM areas by both Amy and Navy were incomplete 
in that specified sectors were not entirely covered at times required due 
to aircraft operational failures incomplete briefing and communication 
failures which are the subject of investigation and corrective action. 

Typhoon warnings are issued every 6 hours in scheduled weather broad¬ 
cast and every 12 hours on FOX in both CCM and strip cipher plus messages 
on BAMS. Once daily in 35 C channel. Plain language dispatch of typhoon 
warnings were sent to hospital ships note CINCPAC 040521 and 050806 directing 
them to disregard routing instructions and avoid danger area. 

Plans for further strengthening weather service include following: 

(A) Pfiovide additional weather ship stations earliest practicable date upon 
arrival PCE type vessels. 

(B) Installation of new weather station on PARECE VELA with estimated com¬ 
pletion date about 1 September. 

(C) Installation of an automatic weather station on GAFERUT ISLAND estimated 
completion date 1 September. 

(D) Immediate relaxation of weather security plus simplication and elimina¬ 
tion of several weather cipher's. 

(E) As an immediate measure to ensure positive results Navy aircraft weather 
reconnaissance will be initiated by assigning 3 operational planes FB4Ts 
to each of the following points: OKINAVA, IWO, GUAM, PELELIU and ENLVETOK 
to be held in readiness for weather searches. Request being made to CINC- 
SWPA to provide 6 PB4Ys to CINCPAC for similar use 3 based in UNGAXEN GULF 
and 3 at SAMAR. Aerological officers will be assigned as weather ob¬ 
servers. These planes to be under operational control CINCPACi 

(F) Establishment of a typhoon tracking center. 

(G) Duties of coordinator Navy Weather Centrals FOA and Fleet Aerologist to 
be separated and experienced officers of appropriate rank assigned to 
respective duties. 

Request Department take action on following: 

(A) Expedite delivery of automatic weather stations. 

(B) Require 4 additional aerologists 1 of rank of Comdr and 4 aerographer 
mates in order to expand weather service at CINCPOA Headquarters. 
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16 054S CINGPOA ADV TO C02IG3? TEN INFO CQM3RDFLT. CTF 31 . 

Your 150952. As soon as practicable occupy KUME SHBIA establish radar 
and conduct airfield site reconnaissance on the ground and make recommenda¬ 
tions. New subject. I will take no action on ComGen ADC 151015. 

16 0902 CINCPOA ADV TO CINCSWPA INFO CCI.7THFLT. COMINCK ■ C0H3RDFLT.CINCPAC PEARL . 


In order to secure most effective employment of forces in prospective 
operations propose to exchange CruDiv 6 and CruDiv 12 between 3rdFlt and 7th 
Fleet prior to 1 July. ICENITEAPOLIS (CA— 36 ) vd.ll not return from overhaul 
until about 7 August. Request your concurrence. 


16 1445 CINCPAC ADV TO COHGEN TEN INFO CC1I3RDFLT. CTF 31. CTG 32.1 . 



I propose to withdraw TG 32.1 from operations not later than 1 July. 

I consider that at that date adequate shore based aircraft will be estab¬ 
lished and operating. Request your comments. 

16 1451 CINCPAC ADV TO CINCSWPA INFO CGN 7 THFLT. COM AIR7THEXT.CAAFSV/PA.CONIHCH & CNO . 



Accurate and timely ocean weather information is required by ships of 
the Pacific Fleet and bases in Western Pacific. Steps now underway to pro¬ 
vide this information require weather reconnaissance flights by long range 
naval' aircraft based in the PHILIPPINES. Request 3 7thFlt Liberators each 
at SAMAR and LUZON be immediately available on call for weather reconnais¬ 
sance missions when required by CINCPAC Weather Central. Desire direct 
communication with ComAir7thFlt in assigning these missions. Early reply 
requested. 


16 1904 COMIHCH & CNO to CINCPAC ADV INFO CINCPAC PEARL.CONSERVEAC.COMSERVRON ESN . 



Effective when directed by you ServDivs 101 through 104 established as 
Divisions of ServRon 10 to be composed of fleet uhits assigned by you and 
ComServRon 10 according to your operational requirements. Your 130231 refers. 
Orders being issued RAdm A.E. Smith as ComServRon 10 vice Commo Carter and 
your nominees as ComServDivs 101 through 104 respectively. Nominations being 
submitted commodore rank for above DivComs. 


vj 
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18 1326 CCTIKARGILS AREA TO CIUCFOA ADV U'TFO CINCPAC PEARL.CO? IIARIAN.tS. ISCCM RQI . 
COHAIRPAC. CO;IAIRPACSUBCOMFCRD.CASU 70/ 

Can base 1 replacement CVG at KOI in full operating status. This 
includes considerations your 160235 plus VMR squadron. Will require CASU 
F component, 6-250 Gal stills and 3 75 KW generators. This and other increased 
activity necessitates fill station and CBMJ complement about 200 personnel and 
250 tents or 26 double deck Quonsets. This and sane additional detailed equip¬ 
ment will be requisitioned when advised your plan firm, 

18 1431 CINCPOA ADV TO CG Tiu-?.CQ.[3RDPHIBC0RRS INFO CGFMFPAC.ISCQ.: OKINAWA.COHINCH . 

NARCOS. CIUCATPAC. CCAGEIPOA. CTF £ I 31. 114RC0RPS.CINCPAC H58RL. C0M3RDFLT . 

Major General Roy S, Geiger U S M C assume immediate command RYUKTUS 
Forces and Expeditionary Troops in RYUKYUS vice Lieut, Gen. Buckner, deceased, 

19 0115 C0H3RDFLT TO CIIICPAC ADV EEC .UEPACSUBCaIFORD.CINCPAC PEARL,COLS RVPAC . 

CCTAIRPAC ADMIN. COMLARGILS . 

TG 38,4 with composition as stated in my 170017 will arrive ENEETOK about 
1 August, This answers CINCPAC ADV 130908 and ComAirPac Admin 180120 neither 
to all. Adees will be advised of later changed in TG composition. 

20 0213 CINCAF.PAC TO CIKCPOA ADV . 

C-20050. Your 181436. By authority of War Dept I have assigned Gen. 
Stillwell to command 10th Army and have directed him to report to you at GUAM 
without delay. He is now in HONOLULU, 

20 022S CINCPOA ADV TO COMINCH INFO CPICAFPAC.CGAAF. CINCPOA PEARL.C01!SERV?AC.ANPB . 

Recommendations presented JCS 071603 leading to material changes in cur¬ 
rent petroleum supply functions in presently constituted Pacific Command Areas 
and creation of new office of Pacific Petroleum Coordinator do not appear 
advisable at this time. Effectiveness of present methods of supply have been 
satisfactorily demonstrated. The establishment of sub area petroleum officeB 
in existing sub areas and in new sub areas as they are established is consider¬ 
ed desirable. Suggest that desired coordination within the Pacific Area may 
be attained by augmenting as necessary the functions of area petroleum offices 
now established and creation of an even closer operational liaison between 
the 2 area petroleum offices. 

20 0235 COMNAVU 14th AF to CINCPOA ADV INFO CQVL.UBPAC. COi ■AIRPAC . 

14th Air Force now has gasoline in staging fields in North CHINA which 
will permit B25s with 1000 pound bombs and P47s to make daylight low level 
attacks on worthy targets in YELLGV SEA. Area includes DAIREN and LAO YAO. 

Can be over target within 12 hours after we get word. Suggest targets of 
damaged ships tankers and large vessels be passed. 
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20 1312 CINCPAC ADV AO CNA3 ~ ..J'lJ:. INFO CIMCBFF. C0L7THFLT. Cu:AI17THFLT . 

Your 190636 . Establishment of British Carrier Replacement Pool at 
PITYLU MANUS is approved subject to provision by CINCBPF of general ser¬ 
vice ratings as required by you. 

,# ""p 21 0342 CIHCPOA ADV TO CINCAFPAC INFO COMSOPAC. COMGSNPOA . 


Your 160637* In view of ComSoPac 190109 prefer that no reduction of 
ATC activities in SoPac Area be effected until roll up of other SoPac 
activities has progressed further. ComSoPac is directed to advise when in 
his opinion roll up will permit ATC activities in SoPac to be dispensed with. 


21 0405 CTF 99 to CINCPOA ADV INFO C TG 99.1. CTG 99.2. CTG 99.3. CTF 31. C0il3RDFLT. 

COMGEN 24TH CORPS. COMGEN 3RD PHIB. 



Organized resistance has ceased on OKINAWA. 2 small pockets on southern 
portion island are being mopped up. Geiger. 

21 0451 COM MARIANAS TO CINCPOA ADV INFO DEPCOMAF 20?0A, ISCCM 170 . 


DepCom 20 POA 200443* Development of space for the 4th VF Group being 
worked on now at IWO. Expect to get a solution with considerable crowding* 
The 5th Group proposal required additional time for study and well considered 
reply. Will be prepared in 3 or 4 days. 




o 
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22 0630 CINCPAC ADV TO COMENCH . 

Your 202114. Details of organization were discussed by representative 

this staff with RAdm DeLaney and Capt Chandler. TrainComPacific to be set 

up as TF Comdr afloat and to be oresent, normally, at the main fleet base. 

He would have chief assistants as follows: 

(A) TrainCom West. 

(B) TrainCom PEARL. 

(C) TrainCom MarGils. 

(D) TrainCom MARIANAS. 

(E) TrainCom PHILIPPINES. 

(F) TrainCom RYUKYUS. 

Such assistants will report to appropriate commands for logistic support 

in a similar manner as COTCPac reports to naval districts and Coni/esSeaFron. 

(A) TrainCoraWest to perform all the functions in connection with shakedown 
and refresher training that are now performed by COTCPac. 

(B) TrainCom PEARL to be the officer in charge of the Pacific Fleet Training 
Center which will comprise all activities now grouped under Pacific Fleet 
Schools. 

(C) All subordinate TrainComs to be assigned the operational control of all 
training activities in their respective areas including UtRons, AATC’s, 

ASW facilities, etc. as listed in letter which follows. Amplifying para¬ 
graph 3 of myser 06102 dated 1 June all training Corns would constitute a 
single agency in each area to which incoming ships or unit comdrs could 

address their wishes in regard to training or to whom such unit comdrs could 
direct individual ships to report for specific training in case they them¬ 
selves were not in a position to assume the details of conduct of the ex¬ 
ercise. They would also be empowered to arrange arrival and departure ser¬ 
vices in pil areas as at present done at PEARL. Institution of this nro— 
.gram would largely be a reorganization of personnel now engaged in train¬ 
ing. Few additional personnel contemulated. 
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22 0832 CTF 38 to COPAIRPRC INFO C0H3HDFLT: COMAIRPAC MASSED TO COMNCH.CINCPAC ADV 

Cj AIRPACSUBCOI.TORD. CNO . 

Request CVLs be equipped with all VF complacent prior next operation. 

If urogram cannot support this change in all CVLs urge now equipping as many 
v as possible and modifying orogram forthwith to accommodate complete changes. 

• Com3rdFlt concurs. 

23 0058 CQIIGSH 13-1 TO CTG 99.1.CG24thCorps.CTG99.2.CG3rdrhibCoros.CTG99.3 Info CINCPOA 

JO! 1GENP0A.CIHCAFPAC.CTF31 . 


Pursuant orders CINCPOA General Joseph W. Stilwell US Amy assumes com¬ 
mand TF 99 (RYUKYUS Area) and Expeditionary troops and pursuant orders CINCAF- 
PAC General Joseph W. Stil&ell US Army assumes command of 10th U.S. Army all 
effective this date 23 June 1945. 


0 
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23 0546 CINCPOA ADV TO CIKCAFPAC INFO CIMCPOA PEARL . 

Your 140011, 210309 and 220859. The unloading situation at OKINAWA is 
critical and gives every prospect of remaining so for some time to come. 
Accordingly desire to avoid committments to accept ships beyond reasonable 
expectation of capacity to unload. Request you review above referenced dis¬ 
patches with view to: 

(A) Reducing shipments to bare requirements for operation. 

(B) Shipment of as much as possible in LSTs which can be handled at OKINAWA. 
IsCom OKINAWA has been requested advise when he can accept the BCLs referred 
to. You will be advised later. Request advice on date you will assume re¬ 
sponsibility for supply aviation tech supplies and ammo in accordance with 
Para 4A2 of Ify Ser 0005071. 


17 1550 COMINCH & CNO TO CINCPAC ADV. 





To assist efforts being made to increase workmen continental, repair yards 
desire report via airmailgram of any vessels giving numbers and tyues on 
which your decision to make battle damage repairs in forward areas, and ad¬ 
vanced bases, has been influenced by heavy continental repair loads and prob¬ 
able delays in completion incident to labor shortagees. In this connection 
attention invited to fact that east coast facilities have been made available 
for repairs to PacFlt ships. Can you give any information on comparative 
completion times between advanced base and continental yards. Has the re¬ 
pair situation in continental yards influenced not returning combatant ships 
for routine overhauls considering task requirements. 


(240237 ) 21 2003 CINCPOA PEARL TO C0I.CtARGILS AREA.COMSERVPAC INFO Cg-ISEHVRON 10. LATER PASSED 

TO CINCPOA ADV. CG:5?HFLT.CC::AIRPAC.C0H3RDFLT. 


w 


ComServPac 190103 and ComMarGils l6lllb. In order insure maximum coordi¬ 
nation of effort in support forces afloat and at same time facilitate mo¬ 
bility ServRon 10 for possible future movements propose follaring plan to be 
effective as ±ung as task forces or task groups are basing ENIWETGK. 

(A) ComServRon 10 responsible for support of task forces or task groups 
basing ENIWETOK and in addition temporarily responsible for furnishing 
afloat support at ENL7ET0K necessary for vessels and craft indicated para 


2 my ser 001424. 

(B) ComMarGils assign such personnel and storage fed repair facilities afloat 
at ENIWETOK now under his control to temporary control of ComSerRon 10 as 
may be considered necessary by mutual agreement. o q q 

..Continued - co^j 
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21 2003 cincfqa pearl to co:::argilsa.r5a. ccservpac. etc, (continued) 

(C) The above personnel and facilities to revert to control of ComMarGils 
when this plan no longer effective. 

(D) L£ySer 001424 of 17 April 1945 to be considered as modified accordingly 
for period during which this plan effective. Request ComMarGils, Com- 
ServPac and ComServRon 10 submit comments regarding this plan. 

23 2046 COHINCH TO CINCPAC BOTH INFO ADCOMPHIBSPAC.CINCAFPAC. CCM7THFLT.COHFHIBSPAC . 

C0MSERV7THFLT . 

For production planning purposes desire early estimates totals and monthly 
lifts from West Coast for all types shipbome landingcraft requirements 
Pacific including SoVfesPac for calendar year 1946. Breakdown to include: 

(A) Replacements shipbome craft. 

(B) New garrison boat pools and replacement boat pools. 

(C) Fleet services at advanced bases. 

(D) Replacements for Army Special Engineer Brigades SoWesPac. 

23 2208 COHAIRPAC ADMEN TO CINCPAC ADV INFO CINCPAC PEARL . 

Desirability of all VF on CVL carriers is recognized and has been recom¬ 
mended. Refer MyDis 110416. Cominch 091314 proposed orderly change over of 
CV and CVL complements for all groups embarking after 1 January 1946 and 
this'procedure is strongly recommended. 

By this date Bearcat will have had combat evaluation and its introduc¬ 
tion into combat should be on a firm basis. Any increase in fighters prior 
this date will decrease reserve of fighter aircraft to a point where a major 
delay or restriction on Bearcat although not expected will adversely affect 
fleet fighter availability. Changing complements prior next operation will 
disrupt combat readiness of groups now in advanced stages of training. Un¬ 
less you consider additional VF a tactical necessity for next operation recom¬ 
mend disapproval of CTF 38 dis 220832. 

23 2220 CCMESSCAKRON to CINCPAC 30JH INFC ADCOM 1I3SPAC, CNO . 

Subject is return of APAs and AKA’s to mainland for troop and cargo lift. 
Troop lift currently and in immediate future required in any type vessels 
made available with sufficient troop lift to warrant transpacific voyages. 

CNO 221330 oertains. Current cargo situation Precludes guarantee full utili¬ 
zation APAs and small AKAs for cargo lift. Recent increased presentation 
APAs and AKAs has greatly reduced amount FRAY cargo on hand JesCo this togethei 
with cancellation FINK, HONK and ARTU has reduced overall requirements cargo 
shins see my 112228 not to all requesting downward revision June WSA allocated 
vessels. Summary and restatement ComwesSeaFron position follows. APAs and 
APs required in fullest number for troop lift with understanding not fully re¬ 
quired for supplementary cargo liftings. Large AKAs and AKs usable for cargo 
lifting supplementing WSA Navy allocated vessels in garrison and maintenance 
employmentWith understanding utilization definitely supplemental to WSA 
allocated vessels view latter generally more suitable due better cargo carry¬ 
ing characteristics and fixed presentation dates. Small AKAs not required 
recommend inter or intra theater employment. Returh of any foregoing vessels 
to mainland for leave liberty recreation or training of ships company generally 
practicable within limitations aforementioned when vessels are RFS. Returh 
vessels to mainland for r pairs alts annual overhauls or inspections should 
be within overall limitations i!yDis 212241. 
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24 1051 CO'tSERVROIT 10 TO CONSERVPAC IKFO COHSZRON 10 REPS A 3 C & D. CINCPAC BOTH . 

Refer CINCPAC ADV 230616. Plan to establish service divisions as follows. 
Com5ervDiv 101 at LEYTE in OCELOT. ComServDiv 102 at ENIWETOK in ARGONME 
(formerly Rep A). ComServDiv 103 at SAIPAN in LUZON (formerly Rep C). Com¬ 
ServDiv 104 at KEHffLIA RETTO in HA’UL (formerly Rep b) . Recommend ComServRon 
Rep D be established temporarily as ComServDiv 105 at ULITHI in PRAIRIE. If 
this organization confirmed by you, request you notify all interested commands 
particularly Fleet Post Offices. Further request fleet post offices be notified 
that individual ServDivs will continue to receive mail addressed to ServRon 10 J 
representatives which they have superseded. Recommend replacement of Reps 
by ServDivs be given wide publicity in fleet. Unless advised to contrary repre¬ 
sentatives less Rep D commence using appropriate ComServDiv designations as 
return address in both rersonal and official mail commencing 1 July. Until 
further notice send mail for ComServRon 10 to LEYTE. 


JUNE (GCT)~ 


n 


25 0645 

0 


CINCPAC ADV TO CIMC3FF INFO CNB MANUS. OOU7THFLT . 

Your 210654 CUB MANUS 240106. Tentative plans for docking KING GEORGS V 
approved. Advise CINCPAC and CNB MANUS of date desired as much in advance 
of arrival as practicable. While improbable it is possible that emergency 
demands may necessitate cancellation. 


O 

o 


25 1316 COMINCH & CI-TO TO CINCPAC BOTH INFO COIFNI3SPAC.COM CASCUPHIBSPAC.ADCwMPMIBSPAC 

BGADCON CASCU FHIBSPAC . 

Organization ASCU PhibsPac your serial Jfc)06068 approved in general insofar 
Navy and MarCorps concerned. Concurrence C/S US Army will be requested. Ad¬ 
ditional fighter director program being handled separately. Fallowing concerns 
CASCU PhibsPac serial 007. Propose authorize 15 ship based units and augment 
staff CASCU (Enclosure A) to form additional unit. Clarification following 
point required. Enclosure B. Necessity fighter director and night fighter 
director personnel since each AGC has full CIC team. If required in complement 
of ship based unit can equivalent reduction CXJ complement be accepted. 

Although recommended components substantially approved neither Navy nor Mar- 
Corps will be able to fill billets rank for rank at present. 

25 0227 C0MGEHA4FP0A ADMIN TO CB-JCPOA PEARL CG AIR FAD. GHQ S',‘/PA. COMHARIANAS. CGAAFPOJ 

COHGENPOA. PASSED TO ADV HI, BY CINCPAC PEARL 261912" 


Attention invited to MARX 21057 DTG 220231 June and T/S ltr. UDept General 
Staff, operations divison OPD 3S5 TS (14 Dec kk), subject: Capabilities of 
implementing a decision to initiate retaliatory chemical warfare against the 
Japanese. In view of changing opinions concerning the use of toxic chemicals 
in warfare it is recommended that reconsideration be given to your serial 
002449 14 Aug 44 subject: Storage of toxic gas in forward area, and this 
headquarters be advised to of the decision on this subject. 



25 1516 CINCPAC ADV TO CO! INCH CNC, 




Ur 171550. Heavy work loads in continental yards were the determining 
factor in deciding 

(A) To defer indefinitely permanent battle damage repairs and alterations 
AA battery in MISSISSIPPI. 

(B) To repair IDAHO blisters in GUAM. 

(C) To nerform extensive repair of hull damage JAKE ISLAND in GUAM. 


- Continued - 
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25 1516 CINCPAC ADV TO COMENCH fc CNO (CONTINUED) 

(D) To repair ruptured bow structure DULUTH in GUAM. 

(E) To repair battle damage to LOUISVILLE and BIRMINGHAM'at PEARL HARBOR, and 

(F) To postpone availability of SAN JACINTO for overhaul. 

These were all extensive jobs which required prolonged periods in for¬ 
ward bases where facilities are not equal to those on the continent. A large 
number of lesser jobs which would normally have been returned to the continent 
have been performed at forward bases. In general repair facilities in forward 
areas are being loaded to the limit of their capacity over and above muiinfegwH Ega 
maintenance requirements of the fleet in order to ease the work load in con¬ 
tinental yards. Estimate that roughly 50^ of ships now under repair and 
overhaul on west coast will be delayed beyond assigned RFS dates. 22 Pacific 
Fleet ships have been made available to East Coast yards or such availability 
has been requested. Advance base reoairs are usually more exoeditious than 
continental yards but not so polished. 

25 1520 CCILEKCT? ?■ C?TQ TO CINC.-.VC ADV TNAj CO DTL 'A.tCL'L'G.CGF: IF: AC. 



Continuance 6 existing Amphibious Truck Companies and activation 2 
Amphibious Truck Battalions of 3 companies each requested your serial 
006048 of 3 June approved. 


26 0327 OINCPOA PEARL TO COMMARIANAS INFO ISCOIi TINIAN. CCLJESPACBACCM. CGAAFPOA. CGPOA . 
CCMGENAAFPOA ADMIN. CINCPOA ADV H i . 

Request base development plan TINIAN be modified to authorize facilities 
for receiving from tankers and ZEC vessels 150 single engine Arrry aircraft 
per month and preparing these planes for flight at west field no 4* Unloading 
facilities, asphalt parking areas and modifications to roadways to transport 
these planes from port to West Field must be provided as necessary. Tent 
camps and galleys for personnel and necessary temporary working facilities 
will be required. ComGenPOA is requested to furnish unloading personnel, 
construction troops, material and equipment as required. ComGenAAFPOA is 
requested to furnish the necessary AAF operating personnel. Request immediate 
local implementation in order to receive aircraft as soon as possible. 

26 0352 CINCPOA AD7 TO C0N3RDFLT INFO CTF38.CO! f AIRPAC.CINCPOA ■EARLXC!0:r!CH.C01L4IR?AC- 

SU3C0HF0RD. CNO . 

CTF 38 dis 220832 negative. After consultation with ComAirPac infeasible 
change carrier air group complements at this time* 

27 0436 CINCPAC ADV TO CGAAFPOA INFO CINCPAC LLllL. CGAIR.CG'M ;.CINCAF MAC.CO;EIILLIAS . 

Your 250227. Situation described in myser 002449 of 14 Aug 44 still obtains 
and in an intensified degree. The policy set forth therein is accordingly re¬ 
affirmed. 

27 0428 CG 10 to CINCPOA PEARL. INFO CINCPOA ADV. COMAIRPAC.CGAAFPOA ADI [IN . 

Refer ComAirPac ser 001390. In view cargo discharge situation outlined our 
181417 not to all reduction Projected ammo tonnage considered essential. Recom¬ 
mend establishment 20 day stock level and integration requirements for 20 AF 
FEAF and Navy. Request reference be revised accordingly. Overall review ton¬ 
nage situation with Gen Feldman now in Process. 
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27 2122 GCHINCH & CNO TO CIHCPOA ADV INFO GIKCPOA PEARL, COHSOPAC . 

In addition to maintaining Bauer Field keep token garrison QUOIN HILL 
FIELD your 240910 pending clearance with 'Jar and State Departments. 

28 1306 COMINCH fc CNO TO CINCPOA BOT?? .CINGL'IIT .G0!.!ILU7EU.C0 LjCAVI: 47. IIIFO/Cg ISOPAC . 

C0M7THFLT, SCHSOLAKT, C0iC?0RS.IAFR0!! . 

Provisions of Cominch and CNO ffl of Dec 1943 amended to include abandon¬ 
ment seaplane bases. 

28 1309 COMINCH & CNO TO CINCPAC ADV INFO CINCPOA PEARL. COiSOPAC . 

Pending further instructions do not establish token garrison force JUA 
AMOTU Airfield your 130335 but retain token force at tank farm. 

29 0138 CINCPAC .‘JV TO CTF 94 INFO C013.WLT.CTF 31 .99,CTO 99.1«CO’..PHILSSAFRON.GITTCPAC 

PEARL. C0L7THFLT . 

Effective 0000 GCT 1 July CTF 94 will assume responsibility of escorting 
all shipping between the MARIANAS Area and the RYUKYUS. 

Refer my 170700 which directed that units be redeployed from 3 r dFlt to 
augment escort forces of TF 94 for this purpose. 

29 0242 COHAIRPAC TO CINCPOA ADV INFO COMMARGILS AREA. AIRPACSUBCOI.iFORD.CINCPOA PEARL 

ISCOM ROI. C0MS5RVPAC . 

Hawaiian and ’iarianas breas vd.ll be taxed to limit to handle expanding 
training re uirements for CV groups. Extremely desirable base CVG at ROI 
per UrDis 160235 to lighten load on other areas. V.'hen not so used facilities 
would be available to air groups of TF 38 for refresher training. In view his 
181326 recommend authorize ComMarGils develop adequate facilities at ROI 
ready to receive operating CVG by 15 August. 

29 0505 COMGSNAAFPOA TO CINCPOA ADV . 

NR 4574. 

1. Recent joint planning conferences regarding OLINAJA airfield development 
have broached the subject of combined ATC and HATS operations at a single 
terminal such as Yonabaru Airfield. 

2. Planning review here indicates likelihood that implications will outweigh 
feasibility of such a move. 

3. Request statement of your opinion regarding feasibility of moving ATC 
from NAHA Depot Airfield to Yonabaru Airfield for combined operations with 
NATS at OKINAWA. 

29 0331 CINCPAC ADV TO CO!SO -.C INFO CINCPAC ? AP.L. CO?MITCH A CNO. CINCAAFPAC,CAMGEN 

PQA CO?HARGILS. CO? r .. r SSCARGLINES. CO?.! 'XtlANAS. 

Your serial 00571 of 18 June not to all. Authority granted to discontinue 
an air, sea & ground defense missions in SoPac except internal security and 
air sea rescue. 
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29 2140 COMNCH TO CINCPOA BOHI II7F0 GO? [G I-fPOA. COlfZTHPLT. COLi,/ESSEAFRON. CHIC AFP AC. 

COHSOFAC. CC: :GSNS0?AC3AC0Ii. 

Subject is nrocedure for establishing monthly joint priority list of 

personnel movements. Ref Cominch 192115 April and CINCPOA PEARL 040111. 

Request your comment on proposed modifications incorporated in A and B below. 

War Dept will request CIMCAFPAC comment by separate message. 

A. About the 20th of each month Cominch will send for action CINCPAC CINCPOA 
and CIMCAFPAC info those directly concerned a dispatch containing all Navy 

movements available for surface lift to Pacific during 2nd following month 
listing separately movements scheduled for operational control each 
Commander in Chief. War Dept OPD will send corresponding message for 
action CINCAFPAC and CINCPAC CINCPOA info those directly concerned con¬ 
taining all Army movements (except direct redeployment) separated with 
respect to Commander in Chief of operational control. 

B. On basis above dispatches and collateral information CINCPAC CINCPOA will 
forward to COMINCH info to CINCAFPAC and others concerned a single priority 
list containing as previously all Array and Navy movements assigned his 
operational control desired shipped. CINCAFPAC will forward to War Dept 
info to CINCPAC CINCPOA and others concerned a corresponding single 
priority list of Army and Navy movements assigned his operational control. 

C. COMINCH and WAR DEPT OPD will integrate priority lists submitted by 
CINCPAC CINCPOA and CINCAFPAC by procedure presently employed. 


30 0304 CINCPOA AD7 TO CINCAFPAC UFO C0’ r 3RD?LT,C0::CIi:?0A.CC:ifS:iTFEAF.CTG 30.5. 

COUOENAAFPOA.CG 5TH AF.CTF31.5TH AF RESCUI.CG10.CO.'SUBPAC.CO:KEN TAF TEN . 


It is the intention that all air sea rescue services in the RYUKYUS- 
EAST CHINA SEA-YELL0.7 SEA end Empire areas west of Long 135-00 E be operated 
by a single agency. This agency is an air-sea rescue task group to be estab¬ 
lished by ComFairV/ing 1 and will be based afloat until such time as suitable 
facilities are available on shore at OKINAWA. This agency will provide air 
sea rescue services to all aircraft operating in its area regardless of base 
of origin or branch of service of aircraft involved. It will coordinate the 
operations of all air sea rescue facilities such as surface vessels, submarine 
lifeguards rescue boats, seaplanes, landplanes that can be made available. 

To this end it is requested that the 5th Emergency Rescue Group and any other 
air sea rescue facilities now available to you and destined for service in 
the aforementioned areas be made available to ComFairWing 1 for duty in 
connection with air sea rescue. Request your concurrence. 5th AF 190000 and 
ComSubPac 201411 not to nor needed by all refers. 


30 0603 CINCPOA ADV TO COMOEKAAFPOA . 

Minimum essential requirements naval aviation in RYUKYUS oreclude any 
possibility utilization of YONABARU by ATC. 

30 0618 CINCPAC ADV TO SECNAV INFO CINCPAC PEARL, COM 12 . 

m 

Ur 271925. Such trips can be accomodated. Recommend they be coordinated 
by you so that: 

(A) Trips depart from W Coast at intervals at least 2 weeks apart. 

(B) Each triD consists of individuals with similar interests. Do not send 

o publishers and industrial leaders in same trip. 

(C) Trips require about 16 days from coast and return to coast. 

(D) Arrangements to enter SoWesPac .Area if desired be arranged before departure 

by SecNav direct with War Dept. Such trips to SWP will increase length of 
tour 6 days. - Continued - Z 9 o 
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30 1407 CINCAFPAC TO JOINT CHIEFS OF STAFF INFO CINCPAC. CG :GSN AAF. ANPB . 

CX 22431 . 

Referring your '7X 13034 June 7th in vie 1 .'/ of the long experience and satis¬ 
factory result of the 2 existing area Petroleum organizations in the Pacific 
it is considered neither necessary nor advisable to establish a Pacific Petrole¬ 
um Coordinator as outlined para 1C. It is therefore suggested that a direc¬ 
tive be issued by JCS substantially as follows: 

1. In view of the complex petroleum programming problem, the projected tight 
products and tanker situation and other considerations it is necessary to 
adopt the following petroleum supply procedure for the handling of Pacific 
Theater petroleum requirements: 


A. There shall be 2 area petroleum officers in the Pacific Theater; 1 
an Army Area Petroleum Officer responsible to CINCAFPAC, 1 a Navy Area 
Petroleum Officer responsible to CINCPAC. 

B. By mutual agreement between CINCAFPAC and CINCPAC the respective Area 
Petroleum Officers vdll arrange for: 

(1) Continuing to supply petroleum products to existing bases and 
installations in the Pacific area. 

(2) The supply of petroleum products for future operations. 

(3) The assignment of sub area petroleum officers to those areas where 
the consumption of petroleum products or the volume of transship¬ 
ments requires coordination by special representatives. A sub 
area petroleum officer in a given area will normally be assigned 
the responsibility for the supply of petroleum products to both 




CINCAFPAC and CINCPAC in that area. 


2. The petroleum requirements of CINCAFPAC and CINCPAC will be determined by 
the respective Area Petroleum Officers and requisitions and/or slates will be 
submitted to the Army Navy Petroleum Board in form acceptable to that body, 
except that: 

A. Certain requirements of CINCAFPAC may be included in CINCPAC requisi¬ 
tions and, conversely, certain CINCPAC requirements may be included in 
CINCAFPAC requisitions as mutually agreed by the Area Petroleum Officers. 
Copies of CINCAFPAC requisitions vdll be given to the CINCPAC Area Petrole¬ 
um Officer, and copies of CINCPAC requisitions vdll be given to the CINCAF¬ 
PAC Petroleum Officer. In each case the destination and timing of delivery 
will be made known to the Army Navy Petroleum Board at the time that the 
requisitions are submitted. 

3. The Army Navy Petroleum Board vdll arrange for delivery of petroleum 
products as required by CINCAFPAC and CINCPAC and tanker vdll proceed to desti¬ 
nation as scheduled, except that: 

A. By mutual agreement between the Amy and Navy Area Petroleum Officers, 
such diversions .'nay be made as are deemed necessary and advisable to meet 
unforeseen requirements. 

B. Diversions may be made by mutual agreement between the 2 Area Petroleum 
Officers in order to expedite tanker turnaround. 

4. The operating control of all petroleum tankers, except the small Amy Y- 
Type tankers, is under Navy. Its understood, however, that tankers vdll be 
dispatched to destinations as required by the Area Petroleum Officers and 
that Area Petroleum Officers or their representatives vdll be responsible for 
the expeditious discharge and turnaround of such tankers. 

5. Each Area Petroleum Officer will designate a liaison officer to coordinate 
the activities of the CINCAFPAC and CINCPAC Area Petroleum Officers. 
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30 0618 CINCPAC ADV TO SECNAV illFO OINC 'AC PEARL. COM 12 (CONTINUED) 

(E) Each trip should be classified as to whether or not considered as 
personal guests of SecNav. 

(F) Total number in party does not exceed 4 unless special plane is provided 
by you. 


30 0732 CINCPAC ADV TO CINCBI F INFO CINCPAC PEARL.COM1ICH.GO:lESSEAFRON.CONSERQN 10 . 
CC'7THFLT. CM3 MANUS. OCMAIR AC, AC 1. CGMAT. VAQ. 


o 

(JULY) 



Imperative British forces be sell sustaining your 270841 blanket authority 
for issue can not be given. Determination as to each item will be made on 
basis of (A) Emergency nature of requirements. (B) Availability of item for 
immediate needs US forces. (C) Feasibility of procurement of narticular items 
by US issuing officer for replacement of items thus issued. Para. 

Issuing officers directed by copy of this dispatch to observe 3 conditions 
listed orior making issue in each instance. Also to keep CINCPAC promptly 
advised. 

01 0842 CINCPOA ADV TO COMGSNAAFPOA INFO DEPCOM 20TH AF. COLg.imi.il AS. C0IEFA.7 18 . 

CINCPOA ser 005082 of 18 June AAFPOA ltr of 24 June. Notwithstanding 
contemplated movement of 2 Sqs 30th Bomb Group to MARIANAS will not take 
place at aresent neutralization of Central CAROLINES, MARCUS and BONIMS 
will continue to be a responsibility of CTF 93 who will request from Dep 
Com 20th AF and COMMARIANAS such assistance as may be required for performance 
of this task. 

01 2010 RICHARDSON (VIA FT SHATTER) TC SETTLE POE. SAIPERAM PCE.LQS .ANGELAS POE. RDO 

GUAM. RDO TINIAN, DSPCOMAF 20 INFO CGAAFPOA.CGAFFPOA.FT RANDALL. COLD BAY ALAS . 

Effective this date this Headquarters redesignated U. S. Army Forces 
Middle Pacific. All correspondence should be addressed accordingly. Hq U.S. 
.Army Forces, Pacific Ocean Areas and Hq Hawaiian Dept are retained and amal¬ 
gamated with Hq. U.S. Array Forces, Fiddle Pacific. 

02 0021 CINCPAC ADV TO 11RRAY (DP 576) (URGENT) INFO CO?INCH. Cff HRDFLT,CINC?AC PEARL. 

CTU 12.5.8.001 1ARGILS AREA .CO! r. JES SEAFRON. AMCCM KYAJALEJN (OP). 




secondary. 


Japanese hosoital ship believed to be TAKASAGO KARU in position Lat 
33-47N Long 155-22E at 300911Z(GCT). Believed to be oroceeding to WAKE 
ISLAND. Description 2 stacks 2 masts length 466 feet 9347'tons displacement. 
Speed estimated 12.5 to 15 K. 

Para. Proceed at best practicable speed to intercept. Board ship and 
inspect for violation of existing conventions which are listed in War Dept 
Technical Manual 27-251 forwarded to you by officer messenger and are briefly 
specified in PacFlt Conf Ltr 26CIi-44 of 26 July. In the event violations 
are discovered place prize crew aboard seal communication facilities and take 
ship to KMAJALEIN in company with MURRAY for further investigation as directed 
by CINCPAC. You are authorized to exercise such force as the situation re¬ 
quires. Maintain search operations until contact is made or until otherwise 
directed by CINCPAC. If no violations of international law are discovered per-j 
mit ship to iroceed after making suitable entry in her log. Keep contact with 
her and again board and conduct examination after her departure from port. 

Search planes from ENT.7ET0K will be directed by CINCPAC to assist in search 
Lt. Huggins and Lt. Brown have reported to you to serve as interpreters. 

Maintain communication with search olanes on 1+0.58 Hcs primary & 30^0 
Keen CINCPAC informed as to developments.B eak radio silence as necessary. C 

















JANUARY (GOT) 



01 2215 COMGiSNAAFPOA to CTF 93 info CTF 94. CINCPOA. 

co: :crudiv~ - 

* 

TOr JdCRCT. AAFPOA 0071 strike snipping targets 
in BONINS with all available aircraft as soon as 
practicable. Reference CINCPOA 010731 and your 
dispatch 011159. Use optimum bombing altitudes. 

01 0627 CTF 93 to CTG 93.2. CTU 93.1.1, CTG 93.3 info CINCPOA. 

COMGEN AAFPOA, CTF 94. CTG 94.9. CTU 94.4.1. OTU 94.4.2, 

CTG 30.5. CTU 30.5.3. CTG 17.7, CONGEN 21 BONCOM. 


01 0215 


01 1754 


TOP .CCRET. This is part 1 my OpOrder 1-45 called 
SKULLDUGGERY. CTG 94.9 with 3 cruisers and 6 des¬ 
troyers attacks shipping CHI'CHI JIMA 050700 to 
050800 then bombards 17/0 JIMA 051500 to 051630. 

TF 93 attacks 1.70 JIMA in coordination surface 
forces. CTG 93.9 provide spotting aircraft as 
required by CTG 94.9. ./ith MarBomRon 612 rr^ake 
routine search BONINS and VOLCANOES night of 4th 
reporting contacts on '7455 KGS with no additional 
adees. CTG 94.9 will intercept. CTG 93.3 photo 
CHICHI JIMA HAHA JIMA then after 051630 photo IWO 
JTIA. No lifeguards. TF 94.9 available air sea 
rescue along their track to be furnished pilots 
who need to know CTG 94.9 guards 7455, 7590, 4475 
PCS and 140.58 MC3. All times K(-10). All adees 
see my Dis 010631G0T for part 2 to ComGen 21 BomCom. 

COHGENAAFPOA to CONAF 7 Info CINCPOA . 



TOP SECRET . Direct communication between your head¬ 
quarters and headquarters 5 AirForce as requested your 
DTG 260208 GOT has been granted by CINCPOA. This 
authority is for the purpose specified and for no 
other ana must be over existing communications 
facilities. Desire point out that 4 officers and 48 
enlisted men will arrive approximately 5 January and 
will be available for training until approximately 15 
March at v/hich time they will go into /ORKMAN. From 
15 March to 15 May an equal number will be trained 
for IGCBERG. Request your arrangements with 5th 
Air Force take into consideration these training 
requirements for forthcoming operations. 

COKINCH CKO to CQMNiVGEOUP CHINA. Info C0N7THFLT . 

CINCPOA. 



TOP SECRET . Cominch and CNO 011754. Information 
previously received from source BAUR 290430 appreciated. 
Desire continued emphases upon spot reports concerning 
all movements Nip combatant vessels and convoys with 
specific information concerning fueling rendezvous. 

Carra loadings and also important but primary 
should be upon operational intelligence. 


ef m°, 
























JANUARY (GCT) 

01 2128 CQHAIEPAC (ADMIN) 



to CINCPAC. 


TOP SECRET . In viev; of adverse meteorological conditions 
in LEYTE-SAMAR area of PHILIPPINES, concentration of 
all carrier replacement aircraft and related supporting 
facilities in quantities required for aviation 
logistic support of 7t’n Fleet and Carrier Task Forces 
considered hazardous and inadvisable in that locality. 
Para. Request clarification whether ConinCh 261935 was 
intended to preclude the establisnment of SATELLITE 
facilities of this nature in any other area in the 
PHILIPPINES. Report of LEYTE board refers. Para. 
Recommend for LEYTE area a maximum of 500 replacement 
carrier types plus related activities and a similar 
depot with limited facilities in the LUZON area. 

02 0205 CO: .GENAAFPOA to OINOPAC Info CCNGENPGA. 


TOP SECRET . Progress may 19 December indicates parking 
facilities on airfield ANGAUR being provided far in 
excess of authorized Base Development Plan. Estimate 
there is now space on hard stands and extensive parking 
aprons for 120 B-24’s or equivalent. In order to 
provide facilities at GUAM for an additional Ging it 
is necessary to Add Engr Avn Battalion strenght. The 
1st and most readily Available is considered to be the 
1887th at ANGAUR. It is recommended it be redeployed 
from ANGAUR to GUAM immediately. Recommend shipping 
be made available earliest date possible. 

30 0941 CINQ EAST INDIES to C0T.I307/3 3PAC, OOMSOV/ESPACSEAFRON. 

AUSTRALIAN OOIMOIRVZAATH NAVAL BOARD, CTF 71. CPK7THFLT, 

OINOPAC, IE A 222 GROUP CC CUPS EAST IT SPIES, NOIC 

FkENANTLET 

i 

TOP SECRET . Meridian is codeword for operation in ny 
271230 and Para 1 of my 300935 neither to all addressees. 


03 0625 COIvIGENAAFPOA to CTF 93 Info CINCPOA . 

TOP SECRET . AAFPOA 0098. Approved is your 020905- Targets 
of opportunity such as indicated in 1V223 dispatch 
010220 warrant your variation of planned employment to 
take advantage of such situations without specific 
directive from here. In case in point my 012215 
predicated on belief that target sufficiently important 
to warrant ap. lication greater proportion your force 
than 1 squadron. 
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03 1151 CIN0P0A to C0r 5TH FLT. C CNSZRVPAC . COI-®TEPHIBFCR. 

COILAIRPAC. COITHIDSPAC. COYGENFlIFrAC, COMGBNPC A, 

CCCTrBNAAFPO A.. COKGCN X APCCY Info C0N30PAC. CTF §6. 

ccct./darea, cc:~ii:gii &. ;rc, ctf 93. co:rcFFAc.ci::c3-7PA. 

NARC0RP5. GG SUPSERF! TP.iG, C0::7TKFLT, CCi:3RDFLT. 

G0:.:G5NAlKFIvgPAC.GG3RDHIIBC0RPS. CG 24THCCRP3, GTS 99.1 , 

GTG 99 . 2 , GIG 99.3. 

TOP SECRET. Naming order. Initiate preparations for 
Phase 2 ICEBERG with target Date (’.7-Day) for 
INDISPANSABLE on L plus 30 in accordance with Joint 
.Staff Study CII'CPOA Serial 000170 Dec 21. Operation 
will he continuation of Phase 1 under same higher 
commanders. Assault troops reouired for operation 
will be selected from those already available to 
Commander Joint Expeditionary Troops in Phase 1. 
Garrison Troops will consist of 1 Army RCT from 
..ssault Forces and following major units in addition 
to those in Phase 1: 1 .^rmy AAA Gun Bn plus 2 Btries. 

1 Army AAA AW Bn plus 2 Btries. 1 3/L Btry plus 1 
Platoon. 2 7EH Groups. 2 VF Groups (.irmy) . Island 
Commander will be .Army and Comgenpoa will provide 
necessary supplemental Garrison Forces. Commanders 
concerned submit by 10 January or as they become 
available specific designations of additional units 
to be employed phase 2 including defense, Aviation, 
Construction and Service Units. In designating units 
the mounting point should be indicated. Copies of 
designations should be provided Com5th Fleet Com 5th 
PhibFor and GomGen 10th Army. All units will be 
furnished initial supplies by agencies in area from 
which mounted. Para. ComGenFoa nominate at the 
earliest Brig Gen Army Air Gorces for duty a3 Island 
Commander and Army Air Base Commander INUI5PCNSI"LZ . 
ComServPac nominate Commander ITaval Facilities. 

04 0130 C0;i3RDFLT to CINCS0.V33P.iC Info CTF 33. CTF 77. CIKCP0A r 
OOiCFEAF, :JLL CTG in TF 33. 

HIo I : TOP SECRET . Reference _nnes C ray OpPlan 
25-44 A Your 210823. Notification hereby given that 
TF 38 intends strike LUZON across dividing line on 
3 minus 3 as measure added protection of own forces. 
7/ill strike worthwhile targets evident but will not 
strike shipping south of 17 degrees north latitude 
uncertain ’,VVN0 EZTHYCPI unless definitely identified as 
enemy. Pilots will be briefed tnat So.v'esFac Army and 
Navy planes may be encountered over LUZON. 

04 0640 CINCI A to J0ITI.CN 


TOP SECRET. Surface bombardment SUHIEUCHI Area by 
Task Force 92 is planned for 6 January. 
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JANUARY (got) 


04 2244 ARNOLD to LZIIAT Info HARMON, NINITZ, 



TCP SECRET . We have received information from 
MACARTHUR that enemy Naval Force departed CAPS SAlrft 
JACQUES 30 December possibly for SINGAPORE. HQ, request 
special reconnaissance SIKGAPORK-LINGGA Area to 
determine whereabouts of this force in view possible 
influence current operations his theatre. Desire 
you conduct necessary search and report findings direct 
in manner now in use. 


04 1417 'GUTCSV/PA to C0M3RDFLT Info CINCPOA, COMMANDER ALLIED 

NAVAL FORGES (WASATCH), COMMANDER ALLIED /JR FORCES 

(All: ECH)~ 


This is a reencypherment of my 030345 pis cancel 
and file, /eight of land based air neutralization 
LUZON Fields not as much as expected. Request you 
include CLARK and ANGELES Fields in your missions 
S minus 3. Land based planes will also work in 
area on S minus 3. For coordination, ATTACK Air 
Forces will deliver attacks bet\veen 0900 and 1500 
Hours Zone 1 ( — 9) time, 3rdF.lt before and after those 
hours. Each Airforce except in emergency to keep 
planes off of the area during periods alloted the 
other. 3rdFlt please advise this headquarters and Allied 
Air Forces earliest convenience action this request. 
SITV5YXLXFK. 


05 1046 L5HAY to CIKOPOA . 

TOP SECRET 0398D At 061034 GOT General Lemay will 
pilot 1 3-29 from H3IN0HING CHINA to GU/JA ISLAND. 
Flight plans as follows from HSINGHING AIRFIELD at 
30-26 103-56 to BATAN ISLAND at 20-28 122-00 at 1600 
GOT to DEPOT Field 13-30 144-48 Landing GUAM at 
062150 GOT. Request all Naval Units concerned be 
advised. Also advise approach procedure. IFF Channel. 
Radion Frequency and any other particulars desired to 
be used. 


04 2253 ARNOLD to MAC ARTHUR Info HARMON. NIIAITZ. 

T0F SECRET . WARX 86772 The Commanding General 20th 
Bomber Command has been instructed to pt rform special 
reconnaissance SINGAPORE-:INGGA Area for purpose 
requested in your CX 55835. Findings will be reported 
direct. 

05 0651 CTF 77 to CTF 71 Info CINCS'.TPA. ClNCPAC, C0M5THFLT & - 
13TH AF. CTF 73. C0N3RDFLT. C0M7THFLT. CTF 38. 

C0N3U3PAC. COMA.IF . 

This is top secret. Enemv Force which departed 

ST" JACQUES Area 30 December remains 2942 
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05 0671 CTF 77 to CTF 71 Info dNCSLTA. etc (C ontinued) 

unlocated & early information of present location 
nighly important. Primary mission submarines is to 
prevent undetected approach of this force into 
Philippine Area. 2ndary mission determine present 
position of enemy force if within submarine operating 
areas 3V.PA. Modify submarine dispositions my 
311314 December as necessary and until enemy force 
located. 

06 0614 CTG 77.2 to C0M7THFLEET ALL INTERESTED IN CURRENT 

OPERATIONS S0tVESPA<r"Info 7TH FLEET. CTF 77. ALL TFC'S 

& TGC 1 S . -- 

DIJJS 9EUS JXSGJ JONS this for URBTHBSUGLNNRTLMUFED 
damage from suicide attacks as follows: (a) New Mexico 
(BB 40) bridge destroyed all communications are out. 
ComBatDiv 4 in WEST VIRGINIA in charge San Fabian Task 
Groups. No info Admiral Weyler. (B) WALKE (DD 723) 
plane crashed in after part of bridge into CIC. 10 
killed 25 burned. All guns in local control. Captain 
critically injured. (C) AM SUMNER (DD 692 ) hit aft. 
After magazine flooded. 2 killed 3 injured. (D) LONG 
(IMS 12) hit by suicide plane. (E) BROOKS (APD 10) 
hit by suicide plane. Latter 2 no amplifying reports 
received as yet as still under attack. (F) R P LEARY 
(DD 664 ) hit by plane on both forward guns damage 
slight. 1 man superficially injured. New subject: 
Minesweepers report no mines found as yet in entrance 
mine fields location but several floating mines. New 
subject: Suicide dive bomber attacks made in determined 
fashion. Pilots seem to be of high quality and diffi¬ 
cult to stop. Group fighter director officer states no 
radar contacts this forenoon all interception being 
done by visual lookouts with fighter director. New 
subject: We require considerably more air support. 

What we have does not seem adequate at all. We have 
had 12 ships hit by suicide bombers since 1630 yesterday 
of which 1 sank and 9 were damaged severly. 

06 0934 CTF 77 to C0M3RDFLT info CINCSWPA, CINCPAC. COMINCH. 

C0M5TH AE 32 BOMBWIMG, ALL TFC AND TGC 3RD AND 7TH FLTS. 

CQIiFEAF . ' 

Damage by enemy planes to bombardment and minesweeping 
groups described in CTG 77.2 060614 and previous reports 
indicates urgency of neutralizing Jap airfields in 
LUZON. Request 3rd Fit repeat todays strikes and HNSP T 
caps over LUZON fields TOVC XED " minus 2 Day. 
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05 2203 C0M3RDFLT to CINCSOWESPAC Info CTF 38. CINCPOA. 

BOMFEAF. CTF 77. CQLLlF 5. - 

Reference your CX 5586 of 041417 GCT. In accordance 
URDIS 040130 I (-9) will maintain continuous target 
CAP over LUZON fields from prior dawn to after 
sunset S minus 3 in the interest of protecting both 
my force and your echelons. Experience has shown 
that only by such procedure can enemy air activity 
be held down. Pilots will be thoroughly briefed 
regarding your strikes between 0900 and 1500 as 
stated in the reference. 


04 1609 5TH FIGHTER COMMAND to 310 BOMBAING, 42 FIGHTER 
Control cen, 40 j'IgiiIse cONIrol CeN. CT 

ALl SOURCES INT CURRiNI OP* s" S'oTaC info 

S' FlGTfTJilH GRP3: 418. 547 NIcHf FIGTOR 

aTtT'^C^, 35 TT&fM 

Tzrrr -cw.m airforcs. — 1 - 


l 7T~ 

49,58 and 

SOT; 13TH 

?tco W 


J 221 E Whenever it is anticipated that M-l convoys 
cannot be covered from LEYTE, the following 
arrangements have been coordinated with 310 Bomb 
Wing and 42 FltCooATR to have convoys covered from 
MINDORO. Code Word BLACKBIRD followed by name of 
convoy position and fighter director call word will 
indicate inability to cover said convoy from LEYTE. 
Reverse BLACKBIRD followed by name of convoy and 
position and fighter director callword will indicate 
cover can be furnished from LEYTE. Acknowledge. 

05 1625 COMAAFSWPA to COMAF 5. COMAE 13, C0MAIR7THFLT. 

RCO 310 BOMWING, CTG 94.5 FOR 22 and 494 GROUPS. 

Info CIMCSWP.i. C0M3RDFLT. CTF 38. 

AX-30376 3RD FLEET will be operating in LUZON area 
south of 16-30 North Latitude on January 6. All 
Allied Air Force pilots will be briefed that Navy 
Carrier type airplanes may be encountered over 
LUZON. Allied .Air Force Airplanes will not cross 
the SANTA CRUZ - BAGABAG- C \PE SAN ILDEFONSO line 
January 6 except in an emergency. 
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(GOT) 

CTF 77 to C0M3RDFLT Info ALL TFC*s & TG*s 3RDFLT & 

7TH FLT. CINCS0WE3PAC, CINCPAC. COMINCH. COMFEAF. 

COMAF 5. COM 310 BOMBWIKG . 

CTG 77.2 despatch 061210 reports additional damage by 
crash divers which is growing to serious proportions. 
Probable that Japs are using small air fields as 
well as large. Request you cover as many fields as 
possible in LINGAYEN Area. Further request you 
give direct Air Support objective area which will 
be specially required during period loaded TRAIN 
that area. This would facilitate initiation 
gratitude operation necessity for which may develop 
without much warning due to weather fronts CHINA 
SEA area. 

COMINCH & CNO to CINCPAC Info COMAIRPAC. CINCLANT . 

COMAIRLANT. 


1. Carrier Divisions, Air Force Pacific Fleet 
constituted as follows: 


CARDIV 1 
CV 9 ESSEX (B) 

C7 15 RANDOLPH 

CV 31 BON HOMME RICHARD 

CVL 25 COWPENS 

CARDIV 3 

CV 10 YOHKTOWN (F) 

CV 16 LEXINGTON 
CV 36 ANTIETAM 
CVL 24 BELEaU WOOD 

CaRDIV 5 
CV 18 WASP (F) 

CV 12 HORNET 
CV 21 BOXER 
CVL 26 MONTEREY 

CARDTV 7 

CV 6 ENTERPRISE (F) 

CVL 22 INDEPENDENCE 
CVL 29 BATAAN 


CARDIV 2 

CV 13 FRANKLIN (F) 

CV 19 HANCOCK 
CV 38 SHANGRI-LA 
CVL 30 SAN JACINTO 

CARDIV 4 

CV 17 BEKEEzT"HILL (F) 
CV 11 INTREPID 
CV 39 LAKE CHAMPLAIN 
CVL 28 CABOT 

CARDIV 6 

CV 14 tICoNderoga (F) 

CV 20 BENNINGTON 
CVL 27 LANGLEY 


2. Recommendations for assignment of aviation Flag 
Officers your serial 004255 of 12 December and 
ComAirPac Serial 001765 of 11 December approved. 
Bupers issue orders accordingly. 
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06 1210 CTG 77.2 to C0M7THFLT Info CTF 77/AM, TF and TGC’s 

7th FLEET " 


This afternoon following ships hit by suicide 
bombers, CALIFORNIA (BB-44), AUSTRALIA, LOUISVILLE 
(CA 28), LOWRY (DD-770), OBRIEN (DD-725), ORCA (AVP-49). 
This makes 12 ships hit today and a total of 17 since 
1630 yesterday afternoon. LOUISVILLE and AUSTRALIA 
have now been hit twice Rear Admiral painfully and 
seriously burned. Command CruDiv 4 now temporarily in 
PORTLAND. RAdm WEYLER safe. Consider need of additional 
air power urgent and vital. Our CVE's entirely in¬ 
adequate provideing air cover. Japanese Suicide Dive 
bombers seem able attack without much interference 
owing radar difficulties affecting all ships in 
LYNGAYEN GULF area. Airborne radar rarely makes 
contact with planes, fielieve in addition that all fields 
small as well as large near LYNGAYAN area must be 
continuously bombed and maintained neutralized. Enemy 
attacks heaviest morning and evening especially around 
1700. Additional damage may seriously and adversely 
affect this as well as important subsequent operations. 
More damage may invite action with the Japanese Fleet 
with which this command is becoming progressively 
less prepared. Should suicide bombers attack transports 
results might be disasterous. Recommend 5th Air Force 
be informed seriousness situation and need more air 
support. Recommend 3rd Fleet be ordered this area im¬ 
mediately provide additional air and surface cover 
urgently needed. Consider this matter of such serious 
import as to warrant immediate reconsideration present 
plans. 


07 0200 C0M3RDFLT to CINCPaC. C0MS0WESPAC. CTF 77. C0MFEAF. 

CHa 7'5 Info GTff 35. CTG 77.2. -- 

TOP SECRET . 8 January Task Force 38 refuels and will 
not be available for strikes or cover. Unless recom¬ 
mendation received from MacArthur or Kinkaid Com3rdFlt 
will decide whether strike FORMOSAor L0Z0N 9 January 
covering interested commands. 

07 0312 CINCPOA to CINCSV/P i ^.IINCH. C0M3RDFLT. CTF 77. 

TOP SECRET Desire limit operation 3rdFleet in SOUTH 
CHINA SEA to period necessary for accomplishment 
covering Task accordance my 281408 and use their 
aircraft for offensive strikes in Strategic Support. 
However request your comment on CT' 77 061824 and 
estimate as to present ability shore based air forces 
and escort carriers accomplish essential protection 
expeditionary forces and direct air support at the 
objective in accordance previous concepts. When time 
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07 1044 




CINCPOA to CINCSWPA Info COMINCH. C0M3RDFLT, CTF 77 

(Continued) 


permits prefer that requests for major changes in 
employment of Fast Carrier Task Forces incident to 
changes in over all coordination of land and 
carrier based air forces be received from your 
headquarters. 


CTF 77 to C0M3RDFLT, CINCPAC. CINCSOWESPAC AREA. 

comfarest ~'1r FoRCE5V''ftbM3Tk' aTr 'FOrce. cM7ThflT. 


ROPK Via COMMAVGROUP CHINA 061419 OSDBENCES 
possibility that major portion £ap Fleet hitherto 
SINGAPORE is at sea to westward of KYUSHU. At SOA 
16 knots force could arrive BAICO 1100 I(-9) 8. 

Allowing 1 Day fuel time Force could arrive LINGAYEN 
morning 10th. If fueling time reduced or SOA increased 
force could arrive LINGAYEN Night 9-10 


CTF 77 to C0M3RDFLT/CINCPAC/CINCSOWESPAC/ COMFEAF/ 

CoTIaF 5 Into -- 


TOP SECRET . COMNAVGROUP CHINA 061419 indicates 
possibility that major portion Jap Fleet hitherto 
in EMPIRE is at sea to westward of KYUSHU. At SOA 
16 knots force could arrive BAKO 1100 I (-9) 8. 
Allowing 1 Day for fueling Force could arrive 
LINGAYEN morning 10th. If fueling time reduced or 
SOA increased Force could arrive LINGAYEN night 9-10. 

MACARTHUR to COMGEN ARMY AIR FORCES Info COMGEN 20TH 

30i.!C0;.., DIP COM 20TK AIR FORCE, CINCPOA. CTF 77. 

U^Rbfa, COMPLIED AIR YORCES. -- - 

Situation developing in M-l Operation indicates 
possibility that suicide bombers are coming from 
FORMOSA and requires maximum concentrated effort by 
all means on neutralization of Japanese Air. Request 
that bomber missions 20th BombCom scheduled for 
KEELING HARBOR on S-l be Diverted to hostile air fields 
FORMOSA. 


C0M3RDFLT to CINCPOA . 

TOP SECRET . Based on available intelligence. Your 
070821. Coordinated attack by enemy northern and 
southern forces does not appear possible before 10th. 
XOJEORN Force alone could possibly attack LINGAYEN 
9th or could attempt contain TaskFor 36 by appearing 
near OKINAWA 8th. My air estimate puts greatest air 
threat to MacArthur in FORMOSA'. Actually TaskFor 38 
movements are initially restricted by necessity for 
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January (gct) 

07 1044 C0M3RDFLT to CINCPOA . 

fueling tomorrow 8 th after which I consider best 
move is to attack FORMOSA as planned on the 9th 
from which position operation gratitude or AGITATOR 
can be initiated quickly. I do not recommend 
transmiting LUZON STRAIT without first attacking 
FORMOSA (9th at earliest possible). Defensive 
covering of MacArthur from CHINA SKA as compared 
to present operating area is (A) more restrictive 
(B) Entails more risk to TaskFor 38 and TaskGroup 
30.8 from suiciders and weather and ( 0 ) involves 
the ultimate additional risks of the retirement. 

07 1207 CX 56037 CINCSWPA to CINCPOA Info C0M3RDFLT, CTF 77, 
(TFC CIRCUIT). 

REFERENCE CINCPOA 070312, it is probable that the 
bulk of enemy air attacking forces are coming from 
FORMOSA. Southwest Pacific Air Forces which are 
at present available for cover at the landing and 
for the approach and retirement of the various 
Task Groups. Comprise 16 escort carriers. 3 Fighter 
Groups. 1 Strafer Group. And 3 Tactical Recco 
Squadrons (2 Fighter. 1 Strafer) at MINDORO. 3 
Fighter Groups. 2 Strafer Groups. Search and 
mescellaneous elements at LEYTE. In addition to 
the above there are 4 Heavy Bombardment Groups 
from PaLAU and MOROTAI being used with light bomb 
loads. 3 Only can be employed per day and employment 
of all is subject to weather through tropical front. 
It is anticipated that this air power will be 
augmented to 5 a total of 4 Fighter Groups at LEYTE 
and 4 Fighter Groups at MINDORO about 15 January. 
Appropiiate recipient show to MacArthur. One half 
of one of the heavy bombardment Groups will be 
displaced to SAMAR by 20 January and 1 additional 
medium Bomber Groups will be established in MINDORO 
by 21 January. It is also anticipated that 1 Group 
of Eighters can be installed at LINGAYEN by S Plus 
6 Para Therecan be NE CERKPKV neutralization of 
the many fields dm LUZON. Itinerant and casual 
planes will, for some time to come, be fcble to 
launch from these fields and strike in the LINGAYEN 
Area. It is believed, however that our increasing 
air power should progressively minimize the aircraft 
menace over the M-l Landing Area and along the 
shipping lanes thereto insofar as hostile aircraft 
being launched from fields in the PHILIPPINE 
ARCHIPELAGO are concerned. It is further believed 
that defensive air cover can never positively 
prevent suicide bombing attacks. The FORMOSA Fields 
are within easy flying distance of the M XLSSFDVA 
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for.suicide bombers. If these airfields are left 
undisturbed, it is certain that shipping will continue 
to be menaced and will be subject to considerable 
loss. It is believed that the 3rd Fleet should 
be employed on 3 Day against FORMOSA Fields as planned. 
VvTiile remaining prepared to strike LUZON VY7 K.7PT0B0R 
previous effective action in FORMOSA. Concur in 
principle in use of Fleet Air Forces against targets 
beyond our reach but in case of emergency will call 
for direct support. 

07 1708 AR7 OLD to MACARTHUR, NII.JTZ, LZMAY, HARMON . 

The request received in your X 56001 is approved. 

20th BomCom will attack 3HINCHIKU Airdrome*in place 
of KEELING 71 ARBOR. Recent information indicates that 
this mission will be delayed on account of weather 
and will take place on 1-1 Day. 

07 2128 ARNOLD to CINCPOA. L3Z7AY. iNSELL Info HARMON . 
.73DNZT-, ' 'ACARTTRZi, C"7BE3. 

TOP Sj^CRET ( YARN 88455) You are authorized effective 
January 9th to release photo planes held on call for 
M-l Operation reconnaissance of 0KINA/7A by 21st Bomber 
Command will terminate January 9th both 20th and 21st 
Bomber Commands will remain prepared to perform upon 
request from this headquarters special reconnaissance. 


07 0719 lazy to ■.dt:olp , peixmaf 20 . yarn, blanczard, iiarvjy . 

KALBERSR. EDMONDSON , .TEDEZTEYER. CHENNAULT . RANDALL . 

Info ITr.ATTYYPR, AAFr 0 a pass CINCPOA. 

TOP SECRET . Mission OUTRANGE (SHINCHIEU) will be de¬ 
layed 24 hours because of weather conditions. New D 
Day will be 9 January 1945. (NOTE: Attention is in¬ 
vited to MacArthur’s request that this raid be diverted 
from KEELUNG to FORMOSA ‘ (070107) . 

07 2207 CINCPOA to C0M3RDFLT, Info COMINCII. CINCSV7PA. C0N7TH7LT . 
CTF 38. TO CAPRI TF 38. 

Top Secret. I concur in your 071044 and in the general 
comments of CinCSY/PA CX 56037 (071207) both of which 
are substantially in accord our previous concepts and 
agreements. Assume you will operate in accordance there* 
with and will take any favorable opportunity to destroy 
enemy heavy ships. 


07 2241 


CINCPOA to CTF93. CTF 94. Info CONCRUDIV 5. COMBATPIV 7 . 

CO! I5TIIILT . C0I.I3RDFLT . 


ComBatDiv 7 will depart PEARL in INDIANA 10 January and 
arrive SAIPAN 20 January. Prepare plans and make prelim¬ 
inary arrangements air attack and surface bombardment 

(Continued) cjQ o 
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07 2241 CINCPOA to CTF 93. CTF 94. Etc. (Cont'd) 

I..G JIl'A as soon thereafter as practicable using 
INDIANA CruDiv 5 and screen. ComBatDiv 7 OTC surface 
force. On completion INDIANA proceeds ULITHI. 

07 2326 OINCPAC to C0HG2N 20TH B0HBC0M. Info C0II3RDFLT, CTF 38 . 

Top Secret . Your 071050 see Arnold’s 071708 in which 
I concur. 

07 2351 C0JTF0R ./ARDARSA to SIKCPOA Info COIYilN FAC. CO Tr STRATFGrIC 

air force . ~ 1 --- 

Top Secret . Suggest continued mining CHICHI JTKA and 
HAHA JINA with particular attention FUTAI.'I TO. Believe 
most mines already laid have been swept and that con¬ 
tinuous mining only way to maintain threat to shipping. 
No action ComllinPac 042020 pending reply. 

08 0440 COMTAVCROUP CHINA to OINCPAC Info COMSUBPAC . 

TopSec . Answering Urdis 080212. Enemy shipping 
definitely following close inshore Asiatic Coast when¬ 
ever possible even going inside islands off CHINA Coast 
between YANGTSE and FORMOSA STRAITS. 14th Air Force is 
not a serious threat to this shipping and has wealth of 
targets in harbors and on land that it cannot bomb due 
limitations supply. Therefore it is strongly recommended 
that submarines take over any or all of blind bombing 
zone in which t^ey can effectively operate. 
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07 2046 CTG 77.2 to C0I.I7THFLT, ALL 001: JR 3 UjTjER COKAIR K0R50LS 
Info CTF 77. ALL TF & TG OOMPRS 3RD.7TH FLTS. CINCPAC, 

CII V C3'.>TA. GCUNCH, C0UARZA3TAIR FORCE. COMAIRFORCE . 5. 

310 2013.IMG, C G] 33LIED air FORCE . 

Conducted bombardment of landing areas this afternoon, 
continued mine sweeping, made inspection of beach ap¬ 
proach areas with underwater teams and continued air 
strikes with carrier based aircraft. No air opposition 
was encountered until about late afternoon when PALMER 
(DM-5) was. sunk. Slight enemy opposition to blue 
bombardment was noted, slight opposition was encountered 
by underwater teams this opposition being mostly from 
snipers. Direct air support furnished smoothly with¬ 
out opposition. Report follows: (A) Bombardment. As 
a general taing suitable targets were conspicious by 
their absence. Enemy guns were engaged on ridge in 
1173, and in areas 1468, 1366 . AA fire was noted from 
vicinitjr church in 9731 B» Direct hits noted on road in 
area 1451, several buildings damaged or burned. 

AI 30 destroyed medium calibre guns in area 0646 N, 
damaged '.A battery in 1249 N near ridge, a single 
Howitzer or mortar not definitely located but believed 
northeast of RAEFA opened fire. Shortage of spotting 
planes from AUSTRALIA and SHROPSHIRE prevented com¬ 
pletion scheduled FGRBG . Above is brief summary of 
firing ships reports which indicate very few important 
targets have as yet been located. (B) Minesweeping 
area ESXOLTA, BOULEVARD. FEIDALT, ANCHOR, SHACKLE, 

THISTLE (may be TKINBLS) and PIG were completed. 

All others well ahead of schedule and will be com¬ 
pleted early tomorrow morning (8 Jan). A 'LEE only 2 
mines reported. No controlled mines of any type dis¬ 
covered anywhere. (C) Direct air support. Tug hit 
by 4 rockets and strafed, ISO DDMQ3 ASS heavy guns 
in target areas 0820 CICHEIVS certain results. 20 
trucks destroyed in vicinity target area 0500; nil 
AA in SAN FERNANDO; ammo dumps and gun emplacements 
in target area 0000 hit with excellent results; ammo 
truck destroyed target area 2563 ; 4 hits on barracks 
in SAN FYRU0S; 2 direct hits on boat in target area 
6783; fires started in buildings in target area OS75/T 
and 0975 ? and rocket and bomb hits on railroad in 
same areas; fired several buildings in target area 
2075 A. Enemy troop movements southward vicinity ROSARIO. 
Boats in vicinity of damaged submarine hit JUNKN0 fire 
started. Totals for day planes used 6l VF, 68 VT. 

20 in direct support and 4 special missions. 19 tons 
100 pound bombs 30 tons 500 pound bombs 178 rockets 
expended. Lost 1 VT. Results today much better than 
yesterday. (D) Underwater team reports forwarded by 
separate despatches. New subject. Rear dmiral 2 9 9 1 
Theodore Edson Chandler OomCruDiv 4 passed away at 
1750/1 7 January as a result of injuries and burns 
suffered during suicide bomber attack preceding day. 












JANUARY (GGT) 


°7 0837 CTG 77.2 to C0M7THFLT Info CTF 77. AIL TF & TG G OILRS 
3RD AND &TH FITS. GINCFAC. ClTNCSYPA. C0MT!Tch 7 - 

COI-TAR PAST AIR NORGE . CONAF 5. CCN310 BOMB’VING, 

:cn 'i.i.r ’G mr forcbTT- -- 1 - 


Report of operations for LINGAYEN GULF Groups for 
6 January follows: Bombardments of SANTIAGO 131.103 
PORO POINT completed. During afternoon Task Group 
penetrated distance of 20 miles into Gulf to support 
minesweepers under attack and to conduct any bomb¬ 
ardment feasible. A bombardment of a bout 1/2 hours 
duration of ARINGAY—BAPANG Area was effected. During 
bombardment and upon retirement from the Gulf the 
Group was subjected to an intense and prolonged 
suicide bombing attack in which CALIFORNIA , AUSTRALIA, 
L0UI3VILLF , COLUMBIA were heavily damaged as reported 
my 061210. Para. Specific discussion of each operation 
follows: (A) SANTIAGO ISLAND. Few important or 
worthwhile targets were observed in this area. Firing 
was therefore limited to those targets only and to 
a considerable amount of small shipping in passage 
between SANTIAGO ISLAND and Mainland (B) PORO POINT. 
All targets were well covered. Some counter battery 
fire necessary and enemy ceased firing. Heavily 
damaged storages, Heavy ACK AOK, and reported 155KM 
gun positions. (C) ARINGAY-BAPANG Area. Fire in this 
area was directed largely at enemy forces which were 
moving east on road in areas 0783, 0883, and 0483 
towards the mountains. Troops were also noted moving 
north in areas 0781 and 0782. These troops included 
many vehicles and horse drawn heavy field pieces. The 
heavy suicide attacks made on our ships coincided with 
this movement. Results achieved indicate MX0YN3LPLI 
I0ILBH COFDRF YTV'XFK (D) Minesweeping conducted in 
all areas. All results negative to date except 1 
mine found in area. Several floating mines were 
discovered. Operations COIM.TH TPAYNHLCNP D /TJU . 

HCVBY (DM3-11), LONG (K13-12 ) , SOUTHARD (DM3-1C) 
and BROOKS (APD-10) were hit by suicide bombers. 

H6Y3Y and LONG have since sunk. (S) Support 
aircraft. Expended 45 tons bombs, 492 rockets with no 
losses. Results: Fired or damaged several FDT, 
ALINGAYAN BAY Railroad bridge knocked out for 36 
hours. Destroyed 1 railway locomotive this area. 
Destroyed 1 aircraft on ground, 1 in air. Destroyed 
ammo dump 8624 B, 4 buildings probably barracks in 
9239 and 9240. Bxtensive reconnaissance failed reveal 
any targets as provided by advanced intelligence. 

No coastal guns located. (F) Fighter direction. 
Destroyed 15 enemy aircraft airborne at least 9 of 
which were b visual fighter direction. Para. New 
Subject: Gorrection my 060614. Last paragraph changed 
0BUGM. "SLGBAYD had 11 ships IL by suicide bombers 
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07 0837 CTG 77.2 to C0IJ7THFLT Info CTF 77. etc. (Continued) 

since 1630 yesterday, of which 9 were damaged 
severely”. Para. Correct my 060557. 1st Paragraph, 
4 sentence change to read "I'inesweeping group CAP 
about dawn destroyed 1 plane”. Para. New Subject: 
weather conditions 1400/1 wind 120 degrees true 
8 knots. Barometer 29.86 falling slowly barometer 
change 6 hours 1/10 inch. ALTO Stratus clouds 
8/10 base 9000 feet. Sea smooth moderate LB morning: 
atxnoonh. 


07 1842 CINIPAC to ALTAJ . 

Summary of Fleet Letter on suicide bombing follows. 

A use maximum speed and maneuver consistent with fire 
control. B.Lookout and look up particularly with 
low ceiling. Beware false feeling security from 
clear screen in land area. C. larly recognition by 
all topside personnel. D. Open fire immediately 
at limiting range and keep shooting. E. maintain 
sector and lookout discipline avoid sight seeing 
and distraction. F. Unnecessary personnel off the 
topside, dispersed and prone during attack. 

Topside personnel properly clothed. Use of search¬ 
lights in daylight of doubtful value. G. Dispersal 
fire fighting equipment and availability for 
immediate topside use. II. Discipline of friendly 
planes. I. minimum arming distance mark 32 type 
fuzes is 800 yards. J. Daily drill at early opening 
of fire smooth tracking ammunition supply recognition 
communications and procedure. K. Promulgate any 
additional information. 
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09 0004 C0H3RDFLT to CTF 38 and CTG 30.8 Info GO I'INCH, 
CINCSOMESRaC. CTF 77. GTF 71. C0:T3AF, CTF 93. 

CTF 94. ALL TF J3 and TGC'3 3RD FLT. CIHCPAC. 

COP .SUPA3. 

THIS IS TOP SECRET . Execute plan GRATITUDE. My 
262150. G Day 8 January. Estimate Fast Oiler Group 
will arrive route point A at 23001 9 January being 
approximately 4 hours behind schedule. ComTaskGroup 
30.8 expedite arrival point A all possible. 

ConTaskForce 38 provide air cover for Task Group 
30.8 on 9 and 10 January remaining in vicinity latitude 
19-20 North Longitude 119 3 on 10 January until 
rendezvous with Task Group 30,8 can be made then 
proceed accordance Plan. 

09 0034 C0I.I3RDFLEST to CTF 94 Info CINCPAC. CTF 93. CTG 94.5 . 

CTG 94.9. AIL TASK FORCE AND TASK GROUP QCI.DRS. 3RD 

FLEET. CTU 12.5.2. 

TASK FORCE 38 and Fast Oiler Group proceeding through 
LUZON STRAITS night 9-10 January for about 5 days 
operations in CHINA SEA. My 0100 04 not to all. 

During t .is period there is possibility enemy force 
approaching PHILIPPINE SEA or forward area bases 
from EMPIRE. Request you employ all means at your 
disposal attack and destroy this force should it 
appear. Task Unit 30.8.12 (slow oilers 2 CVS and 
escorts) will operate in area ready during this 
period and will be retired southeast if enemy threat 
develops. 

09 1301 TCP SECRET. It is essential that neutralizing air 

effort be exported against FORMOSA Fields to lessen 
air attacks therefrom against LINGAYEN. Recuest 
that FORMOSA -OKINAWA airfield be attacked by 20th. 

Air orce during the critical period of M-l operation 
S through S plus 8 days within limit of capability. 

MACARTHUR to CG ARMY .JR 3ORCSS, WASHINGTON, Info 

CINCPOA, C0M3RDFLT. DEPUTY COM 20th .Jn FORCE. 

U.3. ARMY FORCES, CHINA. AJV CCH . 


09 1301 
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05 2306 


CINCPOA to CINCSWPA Info COMINCH. 




TOP SECRET . NIMITZ to MACARTHUR. I am becoming 
concerned over the prospects for readiness of the 
24th Corps for the ICEBERG Operation with a target date 
of 1 April. At what date can that Corps be relieved 
from Combat Operations. 

08 1321 CINCSWPA to CINCPOA Info COMINCH. 

TOP SECRET . Progressive movement 7th and 70 - 7th 
Divisions into staging areas LEYTE GULF commences in 
about 1 week. All units these Divisions except 1 
combat team expected close in staging areas on or 
before 7th February. Excepted unit which must await 
arrival advance element American Division will close 
before 15th February. 96 Division now out of combat 
and assembling LEYTE GULF Area. Above schedule will 
be expedited as consistent with the demands for 
facilities of area connection success M-l assault. 

10 0215 DEPCOMAF 20 to CINCPOA Info C0M35DFLT CTF 94- 

TOP SECRET. BomCom 21 has been directed to carry out 
major effort at earliest practicable date against 
principle air installations OKINAWA. Probable date 
between 12th and 14th. Detailed plan will follow. 

10 1447 MACARTHUR to COMFEAF, CINCPAC, C0M3RD FLT, COMAAF, 

ADV ECH, ADVANCED ECH GHQ,, COMANF, WASATCH, CTF 77, 

CL47 BOISE. 

TOP SECRET. BomCom 20 has been directed to neutralize 
within capabilities air installations on FORMOSA 
during period 10 through 17 January. Refer our 
CX 56140, T.0.0. 091301 GCT. WASHINGTON designated 
targets embracing primary air installations on 
FORMOSA including SHINCHIKU, DLITO and KAGI. 


11 0504 CHUNfKING to NIMITZ, MACARTHUR Info CHENNAULT, 
STRATEMEYER. 

TOP SECRET . Clearance is requested for 14th Air 
Force to lay mines in CAM RAN® BAY. 
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09 2220 COMPHIBSPAC to COMFQRWARDAREA Info C0M5THFLT. CINCPAC. 


THIS 13 TOP SECRET . Joint expeditionary Force will 
conduct rehersals in SAIPAN, TINIAN Area 12 and 13 
February. CAP and ASP will be provided by Joint 
Expeditionary Force only for the purpose of re¬ 
hearsing planes and control units. It will be assumed 
the responsibility for protection of ships from air 
surface and submarine attack to remain with ComFwdArea 
unless otherwise notified. In case of emergency planes 
will be made available air Defense Commander on his 
req est. Carriers operating to the Eastward at 
distance from Islands will provide own CAP and ASP. 


10 0825 CINCPAC to C0M5THFLT Info COMFWDAREA. COMPHIBSPAC . 


TOP SECRET . Consider ComPhibsPac 09220 requires 
clarification particularly with respect to area 
within which ComFwdArea is desired to assume 
responsibility for protection of ships of Joint 
Expeditionary Force from Air Surface and Submarine 
attack respectively. 


11 0216 CINCP0A to CINCSWPA Info C0M7THFLT, C0MINCH, 
C0MBATR0N 1. C0MESCARF0R. 


TO? SECRET . The fivesome agreement of 5 November 
provides that after M 1 fire support ships "Will be 
released to arrive ULITHI by sail plus 10 to meet 
target date for detachment if the situation permits". 
My serial 0001164 of 24 December and my 240116 
December give desired movement of Pacific Fleet units 
returning from your operational control after M 1. 
Cora7thFlt was informed by me on 28 December that 
retentions of these ships subsequent to M 1 would 
not be agreed to. Comdr allied Naval Forces Op 
Plan 18-44 of 30 December no received contemplates 
use of Pacific Fleet units including battleships, 
cruisers, destroyers and escort carriers not only 
thru M 1 but also to participate in M 2, M3 or M 4 
assaults and to carry out operations on K Day (29 
January) "and subsequent thereto". It is essential 
that the fivesome agreement be adhered to in order 
that the detachment operation may take place as 
ordered by the joint chiefs of staff and as soon as 
possible after M 1. Request Com Allied Naval Forces 
Op Plan 18-44 be modified to delete all Pacific Fleet 
units not allocated to him for the operation concerned. 
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Top Secret. Exchange of units between Southwest Pacific 
and Pacific Ocean Areas is subject. In view of CINCSWPA 
dispatch CX 56038 (D/T 071226 Jan) is the exchange directed 
in CINCPOA serial 0001060 plus the return to Pacific 
Ocean Areas of the 38 th and 179th Coast Artillery 
battalions and designation of detachment 1, 384 th Signal 
Company, aviation, the final action to be expected refer¬ 
ence message-form this headquarters serial 00086, dated 
24 Dec. Early information on availability of these 
units in planning for iceberg is imperative. Based on 
reply to this message, final action may be initiated 
requesting War Department to re-assign units to be 
transferred. 

11 1031 CTG 77.2 to TG 77.2, TG 77*3, TG 77-4 Info. All TFC & 

TGC 3rd & 7th. CTF 77. CTF 78. CTF 79. etc. 


Top Secret. This is ComBatRon 1 OpPlan 1-45. Para l; 
It is believed that the enemy is preparing to resist 
our occupation of LINGAYEN by surface forces. 1 of the 
strongest which might be encountered is expected to ap¬ 
proach from FORMOSA and could have the following units: 
4 BB, 2 CV, 2 CVL, 2 CA, 3 CL and upward of 15 DD. Own 
force will be supported by 3rd Fleet Air and surface 
forces and land based air and additional units made 


available by CTF 77. Para 2; This force will cover own 
forces in and approaching and retiring from LINGAYEN GULF 
Area in order protect them from enemy surface forces. 

Para 3: TG 77.2 and 77.4 take covering position off 
LINGAYEN GUL FUCB . the general area bearing 315 degrees 
25 miles from Point CAW and operate in spaniel, airdale 
or collie as directed. During daylight, when directed, 
a combined cruising disposition similar to 4R0 will 
generally be taken. During darkness and low visibility, 
when directed, TG 77.2 and TG 77.4 will generally take 
separate dispositions similar in case of TG 77.2 to 
5R01. When latter dispositions are taken TG 77.4 will 
take station about 10 miles distant from 77.2 on the 
reverse of the probable enemy bearing line and will be 
prepared to retire LINGAYEN GULF in an emergency. 

TG 77.3, whenever practicable maintain a position which 
will facilitate joining TG 77.2 vicinity LINGAYEN GULF 
if ordered. Subpara XRAY continue present tasks as¬ 
signed CANF-SWPA OpPlan 17-44 and continue air searches 
Para B Appendix 5 to Annex E CTG 77.4 OpPlan 3-44. 

Should fleet action eventuate use Battle Plan A or B as 
applicable. Para 4 Fuel will be available in oilers 
when requested. In urgent cases fuel destroyers from 
heavy class. Para 5 Use CANF-S'.'fl?A Communication Plan ^ 

C J J 1 
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11 1031 CTG 77-2 to TG 77.2, TG 77-3, TG 77-4 Info. All TFC & 

TGC 3rd & 7th, CTF 77, CTF 78. CTF 79. etc. (Continued). 

17-44 and Annex S and Annex E, My OpPlan 3-44. Use 
zone minus 9 time. Commander LINGAYEN Defense Force 
in BB 44 with TG 77.2. 

11 1657 CTG 77-2 to TG 77-2, TG 77-3, TG 77.4 Info. CTF 77, 

CTF 78. CTF 79. CTF 38. etc. 

Top Secret. This is Annex B, Battle Plan B, (night 
battle plan) to ComBatRon 1, 4 and 5 as in Annex A, 

Battle Plan A, to Operations plan. Paragraph 2: This 
force will destroy enemy battle line, engaging it in 
normal action at moderate ranges, using destroyer 
torpedo attacks and air attacks by carrier based planes 
plus maneuver to hold the gun range so obtained in order 
to protect blue forces in, and approaching and retiring 
from LINGAYEN GULF. Paragraph 3 As in Annex H Night 
action CTG 77.2 OpPlan 3-44. 

12 1241 CominCH & CNO to CinCPac Info. CinCSWPA, Com3rdFlt, 

Chiefs of Staff Army and Joint Chief of Staff. 

Top Secret. Suggest for immediate consideration if not 
already arranged that 3rd Fleet maintain position in 
area, perhaps westward of LUZON Strait, such that it can 
surely protect area MINDORO Strain to LINGAYEN against 
enemy surface attack from SOUTH CHINA SEA or via FORMOSA 
STRAIT or LUZON STRAIT. 

11 2239 Com3rdFlt to 3rdFlt Info. CinCPac, CinCSWP, Com7thFlt, 

ComFEAF. Com5thAF. Coml3thAF, All TF and TG Comdrs 7thFlt. 

Top Secret. This is alternate 3rd Fleet exit plan from 
CHINii SEA, short title exit. Plan is effective if and 
when directed. Refer ComTaskForce 77 Op Plan 17-44, 

Annex C, Appendix 2, Chart 2, which TG Commanders hold. 
Para. TF 38 will transit SURIGAO STRAIT commencing with 
arrival fleet TG at point kin at 18 hours 1 Xray day in 
accordance following schedule. Para. TG 33.1 arrive 
point kin 18 hours Xray day then proceed at 20 knots SOA 
through point pad then south arriving east of CAGAYAN 
prior dawn Xray plus 1. V/hile operating this vicinity 
provide air cover for all task groups 'during Xray plus 1 
day. Depart this area in time pass through point poi 
about 2200 1 Xray plus 1 SOA 16 knots MKPIOA . TG 38.2 
arrive point kin 21 hours TG 33.3 arrive safe point 24 
hours Xray day. Both groups proceed from point kin via 


2958 













JANUARY (GCT) 


11 2239 C0M3RDFLT to 3RDFLT Info. CINCPAC, CINCSWP, C0M7THFLT, 
COMFEAF, ETC. (Continued). 

Route CARIBOO at speed of advance LNESL knots. Para. 

On Xray plus 2 day all groups provide own air cover 
while proceeding at SOA 16 knots. During transit all 
groups be prepared catapult night fighters for own pro¬ 
tection such to proceed LEYTE or MINDORO fields only if 
carrier recover not possible. Para. Upon arrival 
position HOMONHON ISLAND Xray plus two day task groups 
proceed independently to southwest corner area Mick 
where rendezvous with oiler groups 0800 1 Xray plus 3 
and fuel all ships. Para. ComTaskForce 77 requested 
to notify all concerned this movement if plan is 
placed in effect. 

11 2241 C0M3RDFLT to CINCPAC, CINCSWP, CTF 77, COMINCH Info. 

CTF 38. 

Top Secret. Weather prevented shipping slaughter 
FORMOSA 9th but enemy air was smothered and own force 
unlocated. Results by separate dispatch. Two oilers 
collided BALINTANG STRAIT but ftdtiPP made rendezvous as 
usual. TF 38 and TG 30.8 entered CHINA SEA undetected. 

3 unobservant nip nats planes enroute LUZON to FORMOSA 
shot down by night fighters. Refueled forenoon 11th. 
Advanced TG 38.2 and TG 34.5 (augmented) toward CAMRANH 
at high speed covered by cap from other groups. At 
1630 3 jakes chasing SWPA search mariner stumbled onto 
force and were splashed apparently without reporting, 
at 0300 item 12th still undetected (one for RIPLEY) 
launched searches. To be continued. 

11 2206 MARSHALL to RICHARDSON Info. CINCPOA. 

Top Secret. War 90417 By JCS decision the 97 and- 86 
Infantry Divisions have been diverted to another theater. 
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12 1606 CINCPOA to COM3RDFLT Info. COMINCH, CINCSWPA. COM7THFLT. 

Top Secret. Para 1: After fueling your 120220 
operate to northward disposed to cover the LINGAYEN 
MINDORO area against approach from LUZON STRAIT, FORMOSA 
STRAIT or from the south and continue efforts locate 
enemy heavy ships. If more important targets do not 
appear strike HONG KONG at discretion. Para 2: When 
practicable advise me length of time you can remain 
in SOUTH CHINA SEA with regard to logistic support 
prospectively available including fuel and ammunisition. 
Assume you will use your 2 tankers previously spotted 
at LEYTE as well as others under your control. Advise 
if commercial tanker deliveries desired at LEYTE. 

12 1941 C0M3RDFLT to CINCPAC Info. CINCSOWESPAC. C0M7THFLT. 

Top Secret. Your 121606. Estimate oilers sailed 
accordance my 121935 can reach position west of 
MINDORO by 17 January. I plan to join 2 oilers now 
at LEYTE with this group enroute. With fuel avail¬ 
able today plus oil in these replacements will then 
be able remain in CHINA SEA at least until 23 January 
if required. Estimate ammunition remaining in ships 
will permit 4 additional full strike days. No com¬ 
mercial tanker deliveries will be required LEYTE 
unles necessary for 7th Fleet reserve. 

11 1611 CTG 77.2 to TG 77.2, 77.3. 77-4 Info. CTF 77. 78. 79. 
38/20376, COMINCH, COMAS 1 5 8c 13. ClNCSWPA, etc. 

Top Secret. This is Annex A Battle Plan A ( RYY action) 
OYNDBC BatRon 1 OpPlan 1-45. Para 1: General sit¬ 
uation. Expected that Japanese will react strongly 
with both Naval and Air Forces against blue Naval 
and enemy task group of 4 BB, 2 CV, 2 CVL, 2 CA, 

3 CL and 15 DD f s may be used for this purpose. Own 
forces will be supported by land based air, by addi¬ 
tional forces from TF 77 and by TG 77-3. Para 2: This 
force will destroy enemy battle line initially by 
reducing battle line speed by attack by carrier based 
planes, secondly by engaging enemy battle line in 
normal action at moderate ranges passing quickly through 
unfavorable long range bands and finally by any attacks 
coordinated with gunfire in order to protect blue 
forces in, and approaching and retiring from LINGAYEN 
GULF. Para 3: Battle line: CALIFORNIA, PENNSYLVANIA, 
WEST VIRGINIA, COLORADO, NEW MEXICO, MISSISSIPPI 
destroy enemy battle line by opening fire at about 
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11 1611 CTG 77.2 to TG 77.2, 77.3. 77.4 Info. CTF 77, 78. 79. 
3^/20378, COMINCH, COMAF 5 & 13.' etc. (Continued). 

26000 yards and by closing rapidly to moderate range 
of about 19000 yards and by then maneuvering to confine 
action with the enemy battle line to moderate range. 
Right flank force, Captain NICHOLS, RN, SHROPSHIRE, 
PORTLAND, MINNEAPOLIS. DesRon 56 (temporary), DesRon 60 
(temporary), attack enemy battle line; defend own 
battle line. Left flank force, Rear Admiral BERGEY, 
PHOENIX, DENVER, MONTPELIER, DesRon 21 less HOWORTH, 
JENKINS and LA VALLETTE, attack enemy battle line, de¬ 
fend own battle line. Escort carrier group gain and 
maintain control of the air. Reduce enemy battle 
line speed when directed by 0 T C. Coordinate 
activities with land based planes. Parag. (X) as 
in paragraph 3 Xray Day action plan, Annex H, CTG 77.2 
OpPlan 3-44- Para four S E one. Para 5 . Communica¬ 
tions in accordance with Annex E my OpPlan 3-44 
with battle frequencies as shown in Article 2212 
para (B) . Special organization voice and C W calls 
as set forth in CANF SWPA Communication Plan 5-44. 

Use zone minus 9 time. Commander LINGAYEN Defense 
Force in BB44 with battle line. 

06 2231 JOINT CHIEFS OF STAFF to WEDEMEYER Info. NIMITZ. 

MILES. CHENNAULT. 

Top Secret. Photograph projects in CHINA reur 
CFBX 2710 8 is subject. Para 1: Cancel existing 
request my MILES for areas defined in CEAX 18083 
dated October 27 and substitute request in paragraph 2 
below which is based on statement by CinCPOA to 
Joint Chiefs of Staff on 16th December. Para 2: 

Minimum immediate requirements for CinCPOA (Reference 
map series AMS L581): Subpara A: For mapping, to 
complete 6 -inch vertical cover of all land within 
area bounded by 121 degrees 45 minutes east, 122 
degrees 30 minutes east, 29 degrees 30 minutes north, 
and 30 degrees 30 minutes north. Wanted by 1 April. 
Subpara B: Reconnaissance photography as follows: 
Subparagraph 1: 1st priority: South coast of CHOU 
SHAN to depth 4 miles inland, south and north coasts 
of NINGPO PENINSULA to depth 3 miles inland from 
121-50 east longitude and HENG PU to eastern tip of 
peninsula. Include MEI SHAN and channel, also 
CHI-TING SHAN and channel. Desired by 1 February, 
approximate scale 1 to 10,000 instead of 1 to 5,000 
re uested by CinCPOA which is not considered prac¬ 
ticable at this time. Subparagraph 2: 2nd priority: 
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06 2231 JOINT CHIEFS OF STAFF to WEDEMEYER info. NIMITZ, 

MIL.fc.3, CHENNAULT (Continued). 

Complete cover islands TAO-HUA-TAO and LIU-HENG-TAO 
desired by 1 February, approximate scale 1 to 10,000. 
Subparagraph 3: 3rd priority: Entire island TAI- 
SHAN by 1 March, approximate scale 1 to 10,000. 

Para 3: Minimum immediate requirements stated by 
Joint Chiefs of Staff are completion of 6" vertical 
mapping photography of these areas: Remainder of 
NIMROD SOUND and CHU SAN ARCHIPELAGO, FOOCHOW, SAMSA 
INLET, WENCHOW, AMOY, S'VATOW, SHANGHAI, BIAS BAY, 

HONG KONG-CANTON. Photography desired in order 
listed as soon as possible under present conditions. 
Technical specifications as in JCS 756/2. Photo 
cover of bays named should extend inland about 20 
miles from shore. Around named towns photo cover 
should extend about 20 miles and farther if necessary 
to include adjacent coast and close in islands or _ 
important terrain or cultural features. Additional 
details on location each area being air mailed by 
WDGBI. Para 4: Longer range AMEDS can be met by sup¬ 
plementing above requirements by trimetrogon photo¬ 
graphy as planned under JCS 756/2 as your capabilities 
permit. Completion date October 1945 given your CFBX 
28237 acceptable but earlier date desirable. 

Priorities and various details of JCS 756/2 now being 
revised and will be mailed you soon as completed. 

Para 5: Please advise if you can accept request of 
para 2. Para 6: Security of requirement para 2 
is paramount. Request photo missions over lower 
priority areas be flown concurrently and photos 
shipped to provide maximum deception. 

10 2302 WAR to MACARTHUR, HARMON info. WEDEMEYER. CHENNAULT, 
LEMAY, HANSELL. AAij’ POA passed to CINC?0Ar~ 

Top Secret. Every effort is being made by WEDEMEYER 
to support 20th Bomber Command during period January 
10th to 17th regardless of sacrifices entailed. It 
is estimated that the logistical support he is giving 
will permit 2 attacks by 20th Bomber Command of ap¬ 
proximately 50 to 60 aircraft each with 8 to 10 ton 
bomb loads on air installations in FORMOSA. These 
strikes will take place as soon as supply situation 
and weather permit. Estimate now is that these attacks 
will occur on or about 13/14 January. Meanwhile 20th 
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10 2302 WAR t o MACARTHUR. Il^RI/iON info. WEDEMEYER . CHKNNAULT. 

LiLlAi, rhiKSELL. .-uiF POA passed to CINCPOA (Cont’d.). 


Bomber Command is attacking on 11 January floating 
dry docks, repair facilities at SINGAPORE with ap¬ 
proximately 48 aircraft. 21st Bomber Command is’to 
attack air installations OKINAWA near future with 
major force. Estimated date on or about 12 to 14 
January. This message has purpose informing all 
concerned. Strike and operational reports will be 
sent by book message to all concerned. 

12 1252 BOISE for MACARTHUR to CINCPOA info. COMINCH. 

COMBATRON 1. C0M7THFLT. C0ME5CARF0R AND GHQ.SWHA. 

Top Secret. Reference UR 110216. Operation plans to 
which you refer are merely sorties to cover possible 
contingencies. I share your desire to carry out your 
plans on target dates announced and will do everything 
within my power to accomplish this purpose. Your 
message brings up very definitely the general question 
which 1 have previously discussed with you as to 
necessary measures to protect the LINGAYEN beachhead 
from surface ship attack. The extremely limited 
strength of the Seventh Fit unless augmented is 
entirely inadequate for such purpose and is barely 
sufficient for escort duty to and from the beachhead. 

To withdraw the 3rd Fit and the elements which have 
temporarily augmented the 7th Fit will completely 
expose LINGAYEN to Naval surface attack and would 
plainly invite disaster. Under these circumstances 
what is your suggested solution to comply with the 
Naval mission of the basic directive of the Joint 
Chiefs of Staff with regard to the LUZON operation. 

12 1415 C0M7THFLT ADV HQ, to CTF 78 info. CTF 77, CTF 79. 

CINC37PA, CG 8th ARMY. COMINCH, CINCPOA. C0M7THFLT 

CTG 78.3.' - 

Top Secret. Following additional operations to be 
used as l.i6 are directed by these additions (Change 
Number 1) to CANF OpPlan 18-44. Add to para oneysn 
list of operations instructions new subpara quote fF) 

86 dated 11 January 1945 unquote. Add to end of 
para 2 the following quote icnd Will transport, pro¬ 
tect, land ans support minor elements of Eighth U S 
Army in the BATANGAS and/or TAYABAS Provinces of 
southern LUZON unquote. Add to end of para 3 (A) Quote 
Transport, protect, land- by 2 successive amphibious 
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January (got) 

12 1415 COM7THELT aDV HQ, to CTF 78 info. CTF 77. CTF 79. 

CINCSWPa. CG 8 th ARMY . CQIJINCH. CINCPOA C0M7THFLT 

CTG 78.3 (Continued). 

landings and support minor elements of Eithth US Army- 
in the coastal sector. AASUGBU - PACBILAON (TAYAYTS) . 
Provide transportation for and support additional 
supplementary minor operations as requested by 
Commanding General 8 th US Army and as permitted by 
available means. Designation attack group or unit 
commander for these operations unquote. Para 3 (X) 

( 8 ) Insert new subpara quote C.M -6 assault successive 
operations using 11th Airborne Div (Reinf) mounting 
from LEYTE target date of landing at initial objec¬ 
tive S plus 21 (exact dates are determined by the 
requirements of the Ml operations and will be designa¬ 
ted by GHQ unquote). Renumber old para 3 (X) ( 8 ) 

C to D and add the following quote The landing loca¬ 
tions of the M 6 operations will be later designated by 
GHQ, unquote. New subject, make following corrections 
CANF SWPA Op Plan 18-44 as change number 2, annex B, 
Page 2, Para 12 (Item 2) (B) Correct 3 LST under 
TransDiv 21 to read 3 LSI. Para Item 2 (C) Delete 4 
liberty ships. Substitute 11 LSTs as assigned. In¬ 
terchange ALLEN and ABBOTT. Page 5, para 3-1 Correct 
25 January to read 24 January. Page 6 : Strike out 
para 3-1(3). Para 3-2(1) Add AFCBR WARREN quote: 
AQUARIUS, MERCURY, ELECTRA. RIXEY unquote. Strike out 
entire paras 3-2(3) and (4). Para 3-4(1) at end of 
sentence insert quote Plus RIXEY, STARLIGHT, STORM 
KING, ELECTRA, AQUARIUS, MERCURY unquote. Page 
3-4(5) Correct 15 L3M to 30. Strike out para 3-4(6). 
Para 3-5 Strike out last 4 lines. Para 3-SixTAKMD 
After combatant ships quote and APDs unquote. 

Para 4 Insert following as new subpara (1) and number 
succeeding subparas quote If required route ships 
ORaVBDIMS 41 and FYUUBKO (Para 1-2(B) of Annex Baker) 
to HOLLANDIA to obtain logistic requirements and pick 
up boats, 1 1 ence to MOROTAITOEM to load. After return 
from M3, and if necessary and practicable, these div¬ 
isions will pick up boats at HALLANDIA or MANUS. If 
required, route ships of TransDivs 11 and 12 (para 
1-2(C) of Annex B) to HOLLANDIA to obtain logistic 
requirements and pick up boats, thence to BIAK to 
load unquote. 
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JANUARY (GOT) 

30 1431Z MACARTHUR to CINGPOA info. COI. ALLIED NAVAL 

FORCES (WASATCH), ComGen 8 th Army, ComGen 6 thArmy. 

Top Secret. Your 160342 October and my CX 54629 10th 
December Para (CX 55666) based on estimates of re¬ 
quirements for escort of M-l reinforcement convoys 
and conduct of the M-3 assault with target date 29 
January. It will be necessary to retain P0 adee 
escort elements, including CVE groups RX as follows: 

(A) 9 CVE, 8 DD and 6 DE scheduled for release 
horror 30 December, delay to 29 January. (B) 12 DD 
scheduled for release stevedore 4 January. Omit to 
cover battle losses sustained to date. (C) 6 DMs 
scheduled for release stevedore 11 January, delay 
to 9 February. (D) 8 AMs , 6 PC and 3 PCs scheduled 
for release Lainyard 20 January, delay to 9 February. 

(E) 9 DD scheduled for release Mainyard 20 January, 
delay to 18 February. (F) 4 DMs and remaining small 
craft scheduled for release accumulation 25 January, 
delay to 9 February. (G) 9 DD scheduled for release 
accumulation 25 January, delay to 18 February. (H) 

9 CVE, 12 DD and 12 PC scheduled for release horror 1 
February, delay to 9 February Para The question 
of the old battleships and associated elements will be 
taken up later, based upon the situation. Para. As 
also amphibious equipment. The release dates indicated 
above are necessarily computed on the situation we 
assume will exist. They will of necessity have to be 
varied with actual conditions. Continuous effort will 
be made to release this equipment to combat the 
earliest dates which are found practicable.. 

13 0850 CINCPOA to CINCSWPA info. C0MINCH. C0M3rdFLT, C0M7thFLT . 

Top Secret. The LINGAY1N beachhead is now being covered 
by all the available major units of the Pacific Fleet. 

It is clear that the requirements for cover by heavy 
ships v/ill continue until either the principal enemy 
units which threaten it are destroyed or our shore 
based air forces become capable of protecting the 
beach head with the assistance of light naval forces. 

The 3rd Fleet will continue to attempt to locate and 
destroy the principal enemy units now operational. 

The early accomplishment of this purpose will best 
solve the local problem and will permit early applica¬ 
tion of the striking power of the fleet in the carrier 
attacks on HONSHU which comprise the 1st phase of detach 
ment. These attacks will most effectively contain the 
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13 0850 CINCPOA to CINCSPPA info. COM INCH. COM3rdFLT, 

COM7thFLT (Continued) . 61 *" 

enemy fleet units remaining in the empire and will 
provide effective strategic support for your posi¬ 
tion in the Philippines. Para. I am glad to have 
your assurance that you will do everything in your 
power to permit carrying out my plans on the target 
dates established and could ask no more. My 110216 
was intended to ensure that Pacific Fleet units are 
not definitely planned to be retained to establish 
a new beach head at VIGAN or so located elsewhere 
as to create new problems. Para. It is my hope that 
the 3rd Fleet will be able soon to terminate the threat 
of strong enemy surface attack. Meanwhile its 
destruction of enemy shipping will further cripple 
the enemy capacity to make ware effectively. 

13 15HZ CINCSWPA to COM ALLIED AIR FORCES info. C0M3RDFLT. 

COM aLLILD NAVAL FORCES. CTF 73, etc. 

Top Secret. Possibility that Jap 2nd Diversion 
Attack Force is moving northeast along line: North¬ 
west coast of BORNEO-PALA./AN favored by weather. 

Extend Sectors L, K, and J of search plan H to 
maximum practicable distance. Initiate special long 
range searches along northwest coast BORNEO to 
maximum practicable distance. Maintain above searches 
until further notice. This radio confirms instruc¬ 
tions by telephone this date, MACARTHUR. 

12 2013 CINCPOA to COMGEN US ARMY FORCES CHINA info. COMNAV 
GROUP CHINA, OOMGEN 14-thAF, C0M5thFLT, CINCSWPA. 

Top Secret. Subject is supporting operations for 
ICEBERG. Request you maintain search of area indi¬ 
cated on inclosures to Fivesome Agreement. Continue 
mining of HONG KONG Harbor. During period L-14 to 
L-12 inclusive strike HONG KONG. Request your concur¬ 
rence or comment. L Day will be confirmed by later 
dispatch. 
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14 2125 DEPCOMAF 20 to COMA? 20 info. CINCPOA. COMINCH. 

C/S IAR DEPT. COMGENPOA. 

Top Secret. AAFPOA 0695 Plans for MARIANAS. 
Development includes provision of field facilities 
for five wings as follows: Eight groups on GUAM, 
eight groups on TINIAN and four groups on SAIPAN. 
Implementation of development of fields for the 
additional eight groups still is dependent on 
provision by War Department of required Army 
Service Forces. As soon as they are made available 
CINCPOA will schedule 316 and 315 wings into TINIAN 
and GUAM respectively. Tentative plans for develop¬ 
ment leguminous will provide field facilities for 
one VLR wing of four groups by W Day. W Day is 
D Day of Operation for seizure of indispensible. 

This offers excellent possibility for redeployment 
BomCom 20. Recommend that this unit, together with 
appropriate air and ground service troops including 
mobile transport squadrons be made available for 
redeployment to POA for stations in leguminous. If 
approved request detailed information as to units 
available. Plan for provision of necessary surface 
and air transport. In view existing shortages in 
ground service troops CINCPOA urges that maximum 
ground service troops now supporting BomCom 20 
accompany that unit. 

15 0021 CINCPOA to CINCSWPA info. CINOSWPA (ADV ECH HQ,). 

COMGENUEAEFe, C0I.1GEN 10THAI4T, C0MGENXXIVC0RPS. 

C0MGENP0A. 


Top Secret. Prior correspondence has not clarified 
completely the staging of all units of 24th Corps. 
Request immediate advice if all units comprising 
XXIV Corps in accordance with myser 0001060 of 
2 Dec not to all are being assembled for staging 
with divisions per ur 081321 not to all Para. 
COMGE’NPOA requested to take necessary action with 
War Department to effect transfer of units required 
by myser 0001060 . 
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15 0649 CINGPOA to G INC SPITES? AC Info. C0M5THFLT. C0M7THFLT. 


Top Secret. Request authority for Com 5th Fleet to 
send appropriate ships to CA3IGURAN BAY during or 
after the detachment operation to determine suitability 
its use as an advanced anchorage during ICEBERG. 

12 0730Z CTF 77 to ClNCS’iVPA info. CINCPOA, COi.INCH, COMESCARFOR, 
COWATROK IT --- 

Top Secret. CinCPOA 110216. My Op-Plan 18-44 is 
in effect and addendum to 17-44 covering Ml. It 
provides for the reinforcement of the initial as¬ 
sault and the conduct of such contingent operations 
as may be ordered. It included in the task organiza¬ 
tion and assignment of forces all combatant units 
operating under my command at the initiation of 
the Ml operation. It was clearly understood by me 
that the forces assigned were subject to modification 
from time to time during the scheduled 32 day rein¬ 
forcement period and as units were returned to the 
Pacific Fleet in accordance with agreements reached 
between CINCPOA and CINCWPA. It was prepared prior 
to the receipt of CINCPOA letter serial OOOII 64 of 
24 December which lists names of vessels and dates 
for return to POA. It was further understood that 
the release of OBB and associated elements of fire 
support group has to be effected on scheduled dates 
if the situation permitted. CINCSWPA 301431, reply 
to which by CINCPOA has not been received by CTF 77 . 
Adjustments for battle losses such as 3 CVE scheduled 
remain in SWPA were also to be made subsequently. 

14 0930 SUPREME ALLIED COMDR SOEAST ASLi COMMAND to COM ALLIED 
NaVAL ?0RCj,S (Y/ASA^Crl) Info. COM3RDFLfl, CJNCPCaT 

Top Secret. Your 210 13 January. Have no objection 

or restriction to 20tTT Bomber Command bombing and min¬ 
ing SAIGON 22 and 23 January. Request information 
addressees advise action addressee direct if dates 
satisfactory. Our CX 56055 concurred with request 
your 204 of 4 January. Signed MacARTHUR. 
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13 0237 CINCPOA to COMGjiNPOA info. COMGLNAAFPOA. COMFWDAREA, 
ISCOM GUAM. 


Top Secret. Reurser 0002 of 3 January which is 1st 
ind on COI GENAAFPOA letter of 31 December, subject: 
Revisions to Base Development Plan - GUAM, see 
mydis 050601. Desire to defer shipment of any 
materials or units of 2nd GUAM VLR Wing and 
authorization of construction until necessary 
service troops are avilable for support. .Required 
shipping and service troops have not yet been made 
available. Shipment of construction material and 
supporting service troops if and when available 
will precede shipment of VLR units. Base develop¬ 
ment plan will be revised to indicate the additional 
facilities only for purposes of planning base layout 
and allocation of area. To provide sufficient time 
for procurement required materials and equipment 
in case 2nd Wing is accepted, the procurement of 
necessary materials and equipment and stocking same 
on west coast is approved. One VLR wing is authorized 
for indispensable and knowledge. Second VLR Wing 
on GUAM approved subject to availability of shipping 
and supporting service troops. 

16 1052 CINCPAC to COM 3rd FLT info. COMINOH. 

Top Secret. Your 160211 received, jesire results 
your operations 13th and 16th before making decision 
which I will make about 162330 GOT. 

12 1415 C0M7THPLT ADV HQ, to CTF 7B info. CTF 77. CTF 79, 

CINC3WPA, CG 8TH ARMY. COMINCH. CINCPOA. C0M7THFLT, 

CTG 78.3. 

* 

Top Secret. Following additional operations to be 
used as M6 are directed by these additions (change 
number 1) to CANF op plan 18-44* Add to para oneysn 
list of operations instructions new subpara quote 
(F) 86 dated 11 January 1945 unquote. Add to end 
of para 2 the following quote icnd Will transport, 
protect, land and support minor elements of Eighth 
US Army in the BATANGAS and/or TAYABAS Provinces of 
Southern LUZON unquote. Add to end of para 3 (A) 
Quote Transport, protect, land by 2 successive 
amphibious landings and support minor elements of 
Eighth US Army in the coastal sector. AASUGBU- 
PACBILA0N (TAYABAS). Provide transportation for 
and suouort additional supplementary minor operations 

















JANUARY (GOT) 


12 l/ f 15 C0M7THFLT ADV HQ to CTF 78 info. CTF 77, CTF 79, 

C INCSWPA, CG 8?H ARMY, COHINCH, CINCPOA, C0M7THFLT, 

CTG 78.3 (Continued). 


as requsted by Commanding General 8th US Army and as 
permitted by available means. Designation attack 
group or unit commander for these operations unquote. 
Para 3 (X) (8) Insert new subpara quote C.M-6 assault 
from LEYTE target date of landing at initial ob¬ 
jective S plus 21 (Exact dates are determined by 
the requirements of the Ml operations and will be 
designated by GHQ unquote). Renumber old para 3 (X) (8) 
C to D and add the following quote The landing loca¬ 
tions of the M6 operations will be later designated 
by GHQ unquote. New subject. Make following cor¬ 
rections CANF SWPA Op Plan 18-44 as change number 2. 
Annex B, Page 2. Para 12 (Item 2) (B) Correct 3 LST 
under TransDiv 21 to read 3 LSI. Para Item 2(C) Delete 
4 liberty ships. Substitute 11 LSTs as assigned. 
Interchange ALLEN and ABBOTT. Page 5 para 3-1 
correct 25 January to read 24 January. Page 6. 

Strike out para 3-1(3). Para 3-2(1) add AFCBR WARREN 
quote. AQUARIUS, MERCURY, ELECTRA, RIXEY unquote. 
Strike out entire paras 3-2 (3) and STARLIGHT , STORM 
KING, ELECTRA, AQUARIUS, MERCURY unquote. Page 
3-4(5) Correct 15 LSM to 30. Strike out para 3-4(6). 
Para 3-5 Strike out last 4 lines. Para 3-six TAKMD 
after combatant ships quote and APDS unquote. Para 4 
insert following as new subpara (1) and number 
succeeding subparas: Quote If required route ships 
QRAVBDIMS '41 and FYUUBKO (Para 1-2(B) of Annex Baker) 
to HOLLANDER to obtain logistic requirements and pick 
up boats, thence to MOROTAITOEM to load. After 
return from M3, and if necessary and practicable, 
these divisions will pick up boats at HOLLANDIA or 
MANUS. If required, rout ships of TransDivs 11 and 
12 (Para 1-2XC) of Annex B) to HOLLANDIA to obtain 
logistic requirements and pick up boats, thence to 
BIAK to load unquote. 

15 1018 C0M7thFLT to CTF 78 . CTG 78.3 info. C0M7THFLT, 

CINCPOA, CINCSWPA, C0M3RDFLT, COMINCH 7THFLT. 

Top Secret. This is change number three to CINCSWPA 
Op Plan 18-44. Class 3 and above. Change number 1 
and 2 not to or needed by all. Para 1 subpara (E) 
Delete present line ans substitute 87 dated 14 Jan¬ 
uary 1945* After M6 in line 13 add "M7". Para 2 
Delete AIGAN Area CMA IL0C03 SUR Province LUXJA and 
substitute "The San Antonio-Castillejos-San Felipe 
Area, Southern ZAMBALES Province". Para 3(A) line 17 
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15 1018 C0M7TKFLT to CTF 78, CTG 78.3 info. C0M7THFLT, CINCPOA, 

CINC3WPA. G0M3RDFLT, COMINCH 7THFLT (Continued). 

Make same correction then insert new sentences 
"Clear and open SUBIC BAY for shipping. Initiate 
MTB operations at earliest practicable date". 

Para 3 (X) (8) (B) add "11th US Corps to assault 
and indicate GHQ, reserve to 41st US Inf Div" Delete 
K-Day and substitute B-Day. Para 3 (X) (8) (D) 
for third line substitute "The objective area 
for the M7 assault is the SAN ANTONIO-CASTILLEJOS- 
SAN FELIPE Area". Wherever occurring correct K-Day 
^ to B-Day. M3 assault to M7 assault. Objective 

area from AIGAN to SaN aNTONIO-FELIPE. Annex B 
Para Roman 2 arabic 1 Delete entire para and 
substitute therefore tasks assigned GHQ, Op Instruc¬ 
tions 87 copies of v/hich mailed action adees. 

Changes 1, 2 and 3 to include corrected tasks 
Annex B will be distributed in printed form to 
all holders op plan. 

16 0211 C0M3RDFLT to CINCPAC. 

Top Secret. Upon completion HONG KONG HAINAN 
strikes today consider immediate future dividends 
from further offensive operations'by this force 
in CHINA SE.. not commensurate with forces and 
effort involved. As defensive cover Task Force 38 
is being contained. Finally CHINA focus of 
operations so restrictive as to invite air attack. 
Recommend Task Force 38 move east of FORMOSA LUZON 
' line after fueling 17th. From that position can 

move to meet any reported enemy fleet detachments 
approaching LINGAYEN and can photo strike OKINAWA 
as opportunity offers. Persistent weather front 
has been lying over OKINAWA and may necessitate 
considerable waiting before desired photos can be 
obtained. Para Based on logistic considerations 
alone Task Force 38 situation as follows:(A) Fuel 
immediately available for CHINA SEA operations 
permits 8 more days. If proper notification re¬ 
ceived this can be extended by bringing in addi¬ 
tional oilers. (B) Provisions for more than 30 
days. (C) Ammunition for at least 8 more strike 
days exclusive of AP and fish always reserved for 
fleet action. 
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16 1836 CINCPAC to COMINCH info. CINCSWPA, C0M3RDFLT. 
OOM5TKFLT, COM7THFLT. 

Top Secret. Para 1. My 130850 to CINCSWPA. Coxa 
3rdFlt 160211. All available intelligence indicates 
that KONGO HaRUNA NAGATO YAMATA Force is still in 
empire while ISE HYUGA Force in vicinity LINGGA 
SINGAPORE. Meanwhile enemy air strength in FORMOSA 
and OKINAWA is increasing to an extent which makes 
it primary target for carrier attack. 3rd Fleet 
operations in South CHINa SEA in a more or less 
fixed position are obtaining diminishing returns 
with increasing risk. Para 2. Propose 
direct HALSEY on completing today’s fueling move to 
eastward of LUZON STRAIT and strike enemy air force 
FORMOSA and OKINaWa. He will still be in position 
to intercept heavy ships coming from empire. Para 
three. To cover LING^YEN dash MINDORO against 
LINGGA dash SINGAPORE force propose for about three 
weeks augment KINKAID3 eight American cruisers 
and fifty destroyers with four battleships in best 
condition and will plan to conduct detachment bom¬ 
bardment with BatDivFive plus NEVADA, TENNESSEE and 
IDAHO augmented by fast battleships as necessary. 

By this means safety LINGAYEN will be ensured and 
contingent on readiness fast carrier force TOKYO 
strike and capture of IWO JIMA will take place close 
to scheduled date with the effective strategic sup¬ 
port of PHILIPPINE campaign. Para four. Request 
concurrence as early as practicable. 

16 2220 COMINCH & GNO to CINCPOA info. CINCS.TA, C0M5THFLT, 
COM3 IDFLT, C0M7THFLT. 

Top Secret. Concur in your 161836. 










JANUARY (GOT) 

15 2201 CINC BPF to COMINCH info. ADMIRALTY. CINCPAC. 

* 

Top Secret, .following is a repetition of my 150136. 
I hereby report for duty in accordance with the 
octagon decisions. (2) The British Fleet will look 
forward to fighting along side the United States 
Navy in whatever area you may assign us. 

16 1837 CINCPOA to C0MGEN20TH30MBCCM info. DEPC0M20TH AF 

CINQ 3 .PA, C Or 17 THF LTT -- 

Top Secret. Recommend if practicable you include 
LINGGA roads in your mining plans for 25 January. 

15 1234Z CINC BPF to COMINCH, CINCPAC, C0M7THFLT. C0M5THFLT 
lnt l o. AJl B j i. J ' ASTIINC 'ION.- 


Top Secret. This is part 1 my 151241 organization 
of British Pacific Fleet. Task Force 110 for use 
by CinC BPF Task Force 117 fleet train Task Force 118 
fast carrier force. Remainder unassigned. (2) It 
is intended to use task force callsigns and frequencies 
for Task Force 57 for instructional purposes unless 
otherwise ordered (3) British nomenclature of units 
and authorities forming the task force are: Read in 
3 columns: 1 unit or authority. 2 Short title of 
unit. 3 . Short title of senior officer. British 
Pacific Fleet BPF CinCBPF, Vice Admiral second in 
command British Pacific Fleet NIL VA BPF, Naval Air 
Stations NIL FONAS, Vice Admiral Administration 
British Pacific Fleet NIL VAQ, fleet train NIL RAFT, 
carrier squadrons NIL RAa BPF. 

17 0133 CINCPAC to COMINCH. CNO. 

Top Secret. Area Petroleum Officer (Captain LOHMANN) 
has personal letter from i*ear Admiral CARTER ANPB 
presented by Captain MONTGOMERY RNVR which contains 
following "As you know Royal Navy petroleum require¬ 
ments for those units serving in Pacific Ocean areas 
are to be included in the figures which you send us". 
Request official information as to source of petroleum 
products for British Pacific Fleet as soon as practic¬ 
able to avoid embarrasment in relations with that 
fleet. See my 290513 to which no reply received. 
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16 2359 


17 0243 


16 0327 


16 0345 



CINCPOA to C0M3RDFLT info. CINCSWPA. C0M5THFLT, 

C0M7TKFLT, COIIINCH. 

Top Secret. Comply intent my I6I836. Acknowledge 
at first suitable opportunity. 

C0M3BDELT to CINCPAC info. CTF 38, CINCSOWESPAC. 

COLTTHI'LT, OTP 77. COIvlAAF. 

Top Secret. Your 162359 acknowledged. Fueling will 
continue into 18th due to weather. If enemy still 
unaware our location will transit LUZON STRAITS 
night 18-19 January otherwise will force passage 
in manner best suited to situation. Silence will 
signify arrival east of Straits on 19th. Plan 
strike FORMOSA from east on 19th fuel 20th strike 
OKINAWA 21st or 22nd. 

CINC BPF to CINCPAC info, COMSEVENTHFLEET BAD 

WASHINGTON. 

Top Secret. (1) I have been informed by the British 
Admiralty Delegation WASHINGTON which has'been in 
consultation with CDK that the ANPB will be respons¬ 
ible for the supply of bulk petroleum products to 
all British units operating in the Pacific (2) I 
have been asked to forward you my requirements which 
are as follows (3) Initial bulk supplies will be 
required as follows by 20th February at MANUS (A) 
furnace oil 70,000 (70,000) tons (B) diesel oil 2500 
(2500) tons (C) aviation spirit 1,000 (1,000) tons 
by 5 March at advanced anchorage (D) furnace oil 
140,000 tons (E) diesel oil 2500 tons (F) aviation 
part one my 160345. 

CINC BPF to CINCPAC info. C0M7TH FLEET BAD WASHINGTON. 

Top Secret. Part 2 final of CINC BPF 160345 spirit 
2000 tons (4) It is estimated that requirements for 
April will be approximately (A) furnace oil 130000 
tons (B) diesel oil 4000 tons (C) aviation spirit 
2500 tons at present it is not possible to give the 
distribution of that between MANUS and the advanced 
anchorage (5) Confirmation is requested that these 
requirements can be met. 


16 2359 


17 0243 


16 0327 


16 0345 
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15 0110 CINC5WPA to CINCPOA info. GHQ, SV/PA. 

Top Secret. Listing of units constituting Army 
garrison force aPO 248 in CinCPOA serial 0001191 
differs extremely from the present constitution of 
that unit as to indicate a fundamental change in the 
Pilbus agreement. It v/as agreed that the units now 
assigned to Army garrison force APO 248 which were 
organized to establish the YAP Base were transferred 
to the Southwest Pacific area to perform the same 
function there. A study of CinCPOA’s letter 0001191 
indicates that CinCPOA now contemplates the transfer 
of the 24th Corps of many of these units. Units of 
the following general categories were not and still 
are not available in the Southwest Pacific to imple¬ 
ment the present accelerated campaign and it was to 
meet this requirement that APO 248 was made available 
in the basic agreement. Most important units by type 
are: Signal construction, air WLR wing and service 
units, anti-aircraft units, port battalion, amphibious 
truck companies, engineer LJ Pit, general service and 
maintenance units, ordnance ammunition and heavy 
maintenance companies, quartermaster service companies. 
Our radio CX 55633 of 30 December to which no answer 
has been received was intended to clear possible 
minor variations in the composition of Army garrison 
force APO 248. It is requested that CinCPOA’s ser¬ 
ial 0001191 be reviewed in connection with our 
CX 55633 to bring the former in harmony with the latter 
and with the obvious requirement of the PHILIPPINE base 
to perform the function required by FILBAS agreement. 

13 JtXXr- CINCEI to ADMIRALTY. SACSEAC, ACKB, HQ5WPA, C0M7THFLT , 
0939 CTF 71, US COMDHPACFLT. CSY.TSF, SOEF, KAKDY7 RNLO, 
DELHI 'cIkCBPF info. RAABPF, VABPP/ VA'3. 

Top Secret. Operation will be carried out by Force 
SI 3 consisting of indomitable (RAABPF) victorious 
illustrious indefatigable King George 5th Argonaut 
Black Prince Euryalus and 10 destroyers and Force 
SI 9 consisting of 1 destroyer (Part 1 my 131024). 
CINCBPF 031147 December para 3 not to all addressees. 
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13 0956 CINCEI to CINCPAC. 


Top Secret. Part 2 CINCEI 131024. Escorting 
4 oilers (1 to rendezvous from Fremantle). 2. Ob¬ 
ject air strike oil refineries PALEMBANG. 3* Out¬ 

line program 7/E D minus 9 Force SI 9 sails Trin- 
comaree D minus SI Force SI 3 sails Trincomaree D 
minus 2 1st refueling D day to D plus 2 1st strike 
period D plus 4 and 5 2nd refueling D plus 7 to 9 
2nd strike period. 

13 1024 0INCEl to CINCPAC. 


Top Secret. D plus 11 3rd refueling D plus 17 
Force SI 5 arrives Fremantle D plus 13 Force SI 9 
(Less BPF oilers) arrive Trincomalee D plus 20 BPF 
oilers arrive Fremantle. 4- Programme after D 
plus 4 dependent on results obtained in first strike 
period. 

13 1046 CINCEI to ADMIRALTY. CSWPSF. SACSEAB. SOEF. KANDY. 

ACNB iMLO DELHI. HQJ5V/PA. CINCBPF, CTF 71. C0M7THFLT, 

US COMDRPACFLT info. RaaBPF. VABDF, VA3. 


170432 


Top Secret. 2. My 131024. D Day 22nd January. 

CTF 77 to CINCSVvPA. LEYTE and LINGAYEN info. CINCPAC, 

CoMTJHFlT'. coMINOH? - COI^MlT. OOMSTHM. 7THFLT HQ ~ 

LEYTE. 


Top Secret. Right as augmented. CinCPac 161836. 
Adequate for defense 1.1IND0R0-LINGAYEN against enemy 
heavy surface forces. Assuming retention PORTLAND 
and MINNEAPOLIS total of US cruisers would be 6 as 
Phoenix Boise Denver Montpelier only cruisers now 
with 7th fit although Cleveland is enroiite to arrive 
LEYTE about 30 January. I have one Australian CA 
the SHROPSHIRE. However this combined total is con¬ 
sidered to be adequate at present. Para. The total 
of 50 destroyers crippled during the reinforcement 
and contingent operations there presents a difficult 
problem. Adequate destroyer screens are required 
for the 4 OBBS 7 cruisers and 6 CYEs. A total of 
19 large ships. 22 destroyers (augmented by anti 
submarine DEs) is considered a minimum with the 
prevelant type of Jap air tactics. This would leave 
a total of 28 for harbor defense and anti submarine 
screens for large volume of merchant type shipping 
and fleet auxiliaries at LINGAYEN MINDORO and LEYTE 
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17 0432 


CTF 77 to CINCSWPA, LEYTE and LINGAYEN info. CINCPAC, 

C 01.17 EHFLT, COMILOIi' C0M3RPFLT, C0M5THFLT, 7THFLT HQ, 

LEYTE. (Continued) . * 


and GHRTIN escort of transports and amphibious types 
lifting 5 reinforced divisions plus streamlined air¬ 
borne division and regimental combat team from points 
between New Guinea and Leyte Island at Lingayen and 
coastal points in ZA.D3ALES AND .BATANGAS Provinces 
for M-l reinforcement and contingent NSOMSE by com¬ 
bining transport types with LSTs where practicable and 
accepting delays caused by consequent 8 knot convoy 
speeds. By reducing destroyers escorting transgroups 
proceeding separately to not more than 6, and by using 
only DEs and smaller craft with convoys of merchant 
and miscellaneous shipping the destroyer requirements 
for these purposes can be reduced to a minimum of 
36, all of which would be at sea on the same day at 
certain times. The total minimum requirement would 
thus be 58 DDs until 29 January at TRESFOR Shore. 

With 30 US and 2 Australian DDs now assigned the 7th 
Fleet this would require the retention of a minimum 
of 26 POA destroyers until the completion of the 
contingent assault now scheduled for 29 January. 

No allowance is made for losses due to battle or 
other causes nor for at anchor keep. Para. 

Our files of communications exchanged between CINCPOA 
and CINCSvVPA indicates agreement on the retention 
of a total of 21 POA DDs until 18 February (7 of 
DesRon 2, 9 of DesRon 49, 4 of DesDiv 102, plus 
the ABBOTT). It is recommended that agreement be 
reached on the retention of 5 additional DDs until 
5 February at ULITKI. Suggest that ships assigned 
be those of DesRon 62 of which only 5 RJGIN this 
are ( BAFAYN LaFFEY, MOALE, INGRAM, KOWREY with minor 
battle damage). 


17 0305 CINCPAC to COMINCH. CNO info . COMAIRPAC . 



Top Secret. Para 1. The principal requirements 
for combat employment of Marine Corps aviation 
during the next 6 months in order of importance are: 
A. Shore based operations during ICEBERG in which 
severe attrition will be experienced in the 3 fighter 
groups involved. B. Operations from escort carriers 
and carriers. C. GARRISONS, MIDWAY, MARSHALLS, 
CAROLINES. D. Operations of Marine Air Wing 1 in 
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17 0305 CINCPAC to COMINCH, CNO info. COMAIRPAC. (Continued) . 

Southwest Pacific Area. Para 2. After discussion 
with Vice Admiral FITCH I am not certain as to 
whether or not your 151632 contemplates meeting 
ICEBERG commitments and continuing loan of MarAirWing 
1 to Allied Air Force, SVvPA. Opinion here is that 
manning 16 escort carriers will certainly require 
withdrawal of Marine Air Wing 1 from the Southwest 
Pacific and probably not completely feasible if ICE¬ 
BERG requirements are met and if Marine Corps 
aviation is not to be expanded. Para 3- If Marine 
Air Wing 1 is withdrawn to support the carrier 
program recommend it be accomplished by tactically 
balanced increments namely a light bomber group and 
fighter group together in each of 2 increments. 

Medium bombers as a separate increment. Para A. 
Concur in long range plan to man 16 escort carriers 
with Marines providing other commitments are met 
without expansion Marine Corps aviation. 

17 0900 C0MGEN20THB0MC0M to CINCPOA info. DEPCOM 20th AIR 
FORCE, CINC3WPA, CQM7THFLT. 

Top Secret. LINGGAI anchorage will receive priority 
consideration for another operation possibly within 
month. Meagre confirmation here on exact enemy 
anchorage location. Desire your available data for 
definition our mine field placements. Urdis 161837 
impracticable include LINGGA ROADS in forthcoming 
operation. 

17 144-3 MACA3THUR to C0M3RDFLT info. CINCPOA, ADV ECH GHQ. 

Top Secret. Allied Air Forces attack FORMOSA 
scheduled 18 January has been called off due to 
possible interference with 3rd Fleet operations 
directed -in 0INCP0AS 162359- Request 3rd Fleet 
advise when practicable as to his schedule in order 
that 5 th Air Force strikes may be instituted in 
FORMOSA. 

17 1420 C0MNAVGR0UP CHINA to COM 3RD FLT info. CINCPOA. 

Top Secret. 14th Air Force hitting HONG KONG 
Fbo'uT (J5T0 — GOT 18th and 19 th. B-24s and P-51s 

involved. 
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30 1328 COMINCH Sc CNO to CINCPAC Info C0M7THFLEET 

Your 290513* To effect most efficient employment 
tankers in Pacific areas and utilize world wide sources 
of petroleum supply essential that providing these products 
be the responsibility of a single agency through existing 
area petroleum organizations. Agreements in CNO serial 
0365312 confirmed. Your future requirements submitted via 
area petroleum office should include increased quantities 
necessary for Royal Navy units. ANPB will be responsible 
for delivery these requirements by commercial tankers into 
areas where Royal Navy will furnish sufficient oilers to 
service Royal Navy units. 

16 2210 COMAAF 37/PA to CINCPOA, COMSUBPAC Info CINCSWPA. C0M3RDFLT. 

COi'iAF 5. CTF 77 . - -- 

Top Secret . 5 th Air Force FORMOSA strikes cancelled 16 
January due weather and will be postponed indefinitely 
during establishment of air force in* LINGAYEN Area. Ap¬ 
preciate action by ComSubPac on our request for sub life¬ 
guard service. Will make similar request at later date 
giving at least 48 hours notice. 

16 2254 JOINT CHIEFS OF STAFF to WEDEMEYER Info LEMAY. I.1AC ARTHUR. 

KENNEY 1 , KARKCN, CINCPOA, of RATIkIKYER, MOWfBAfM .- 

Reconsideration has been given to basing 20 Bomber Command 
outside of CHINA in view of your CFBX 31091 of 12 January. 
The Joint Chiefs of Staff approve the course of action out¬ 
lined herein subject to availability of the necessary ship¬ 
ping, the provision of which is now under study: (A) The 
20 Bomber Command to vacate bases in CHINA at once. (B) The 
20 Bomber Command to prepare to arrive in the MARIANAS, 

2 groups by 1 April and 2 groups by 15 April, thereby 
delaying the scheduled move of the 314 th Wing of B-29s to 
that area. (C) The 20 Bomber Command to conduct limited 
operations from INDIA bases against strategic.targets from 
SINGAPORE north to the limit of their range employing both 
bombs and mines, to conduct reconnaissance and a Iso to per¬ 
form such missions as requested by SOUTHEAST ASIA Command 
as might otherwise have been performed by the 7th Heavy 
Bombardment Group. (D) To move the 7th Heavy Bombardment 
Group and appropriate service units at your discretion from 
the 10th Air Force in INDIA to the 14 th Air Force in CHINA 
concurrently with the vacating of the CHENGTU bases by 
the 20 Bomber Command. (E) The 2 fighter groups deployed 
to CHINA for the protection of the 20th Air Force units at 
CHENGTU will remain temporarily assigned to the 14th Air 
Force. They will, however, be retained available for move¬ 
ment to 20th Air Force bases in the Pacific at a later date. 
(F) You will provide the required support by the 14 th Air 
Force for operation ICEBERG. Jn t is connection you will be 
expected to deliver approximately the same effort in the 
SHANGHAI area as would have been possible if the 20 Bomber 
Command had remained in CHENGTU. - Continued - 2973 
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16 2254 JOINT CHIUS OR STAFF to NEDEMEYER Info LLtaAY, ETC *CONT»P . 

(G) The 315th Wing to be retained in training in the U.S. 
for an additional month making its readiness date 1 May- 
ins tead of 1 April. The 315th Wing then to take over the 
base establishment originally planned for the 3l6th Wing. 
Since the 315th Wing is a special instrument precision unit, 
the additional training time is considered most desirable. 

(H) The 3l6th Wing to be similarly retained in the training 
establishment for 1 additional month making its readiness 
date for its 1st 2 groups in July instead of June and that 
it then be deployed to the RYUKYUS in place of the 20 Bomber 
Command as currently planned. (I) On arrival in the MARIANAS 
the 20 Romber Command to retain its present organization 
but to operate as a wing under the 2i Bomber Command. Dur¬ 
ing this period to reconstitute the 58 th Wing so that the 

20 Bomber Command may ultimately be released to be deployed 
in the PHILIPPINE-RYUKYU area to control the reconverted 
groups to be ultimately based therein. 2. The foregoing 
courses of action permit you to take the steps you desire, 
namely: (1) To bring into CHINA the medium bombardment 
squadron belonging to the 14 th Air Force which is still 
in INDIA and also to bring an additional heavy bombardment 
group and such supporting units as you elect into CHINA. 

You are aware of the fact that there are no additional air 
units available to you in INDIA or CHINA except parts of 
the 10th Air Force. Your plans to move additional air ser¬ 
vice units into CHINA will have to be expressed in detail 
and considered separately. 

17 0349 JOINT CHIEFS OF STAFF to NIMITZ Info i.'LACARTHUR, WBDEMEYER . 

Top Secret . Joint Chiefs of Staff have agreed that the 
general concept of the 3 phases of ICEBERG comprises a neces¬ 
sary course of action to insure security and adequate support 
for further advances, and in view of the prospective limi¬ 
tation in forces and resources, expansion in the BUNKH0U3E 
following the seizure of LEGUMINOUS is the best course 
within our capabilities, as we now see them, to broaden the 
base of operations for fulfillment of the first phase of 
the over-all objective in the war against JAPAN. Decision 
as to an operation on the SUBLIME COAST will be deferred 
for the present. Para 2. It is, therefore, directed: 

(a) That plans and preparations for expansion in the BUNK- 
HOUSE following the seizure of LEGUMINOUS along the general 
lines of ICEB1RG be continued. This operation is within 
your current directive. Para. (B) That pending further 
decision, preparations for a SUBLIME COAST operation should 
be deferred, but planning should continue for an operation 
in the CHUSAN-NINGPO Area. 
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17 0631 COMNAVGRP CHINA to CINCPOA. Info ComGen USF CHINA THEATER. 

caivfflFTHFLLET, CINCSA?! : ' '-~ 

Commenting on urdis 122013* Concur in suggested supporting 
operations for ICEB. 1 IRG. HONGAONG strikes will probably 
be limited due to weather but will conduct to maximum of 
my capabilities (signed Chennault). 

17 1229 MACARTHUR to CINCPOA Info CINC US FLEET. COMTHIRDFLEET. 

COMSEVLNAIEILLT, GH^ G’YPA. - 

I am concerned at your I 6 I 836 suggesting the immediate with¬ 
drawal from Kinkaid’s local covering force of two old 
battleships to be returned for repairs. His fleet will then 
be a central position between two echelons of the enemy’s 
naval forces. He will be clearly superior to the one to 
the south but will be in doubtful superiority to the one to 
the north and in unquestionable inferiority if the two 
enemy aingn units attack in concert. It is not improbable 
that the Japanese will strike in strength when the Third 
Fleet is drawn away. I do not believe that the strategic 
position of the Third Fleet in the Empire or in the MARIANAS 
will necessarily prevent his movement to the south for a 
quick attack against Kinkaid’s forces. The Seventh Fleet 
augmented by only A old battleships opposed to the enemy 
force of iiHNE ppssibly 6 battleships might well be unable to 
cover LINGAYEN which might result in disaster to our PHILIP¬ 
PINE operations. I strongly urge the retention of his presen 
strength of 6 old battleships until the situation has clari¬ 
fied. If two old battleships are to be returned for repair 
they should be replaced by others which are just out of over¬ 
haul. 

17 1400 CINCSWPA to CINCPOA Info HDQ. SIVPA . 

Reference said radiogram 092135, all combat troops Southwest 
Pacific Area at present in the LEYTE area are expected to 
be loaded out for operations on LUZON before the end of 
January. The 24th Corps will be the only combatant unit 
present, pending the arrival of the Americal Division, 
which should close in this area about 22 February. Until 
x-hen, the 24 th Corps will have to perform part of the combat 
mission and will also have to assist in the operation of the 
port, including working its new equipment and supplies ashora 
It will be assembled in accordance with my radiogram CX 5609 I 
and rehabilitation and reequipment will be pushed with the 
greatest vigor. In view of the above, it is believed the 
operational control of this unit should remain in this area 
until the unit departs. I could suggest that the preferable 
system would be to permit free correspondence between the 
10th Army and 24 th Corps on all matters relating to rehabili¬ 
tation, reequipment, and launching of this unit. It is hoped 
that.Cincpoa will feel free to send officers of his command 
to visit this unit and to oversee its preparation without 
further r equest on this headquarter'?. * 
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17 1535 CINC5WPA to CINCPQa Info COMSEVLNTHFLLET. GHQ, SVJPA. 

Top Secret . Delayed dates for return of CVEs and escorts 
were discussed with Admiral Sherman during visit to LEYTE 
and at BOUSE was tentatively understood these dates generally 
would b^ satisfactory. A confirming radiogram CX 55666 
D'TG 301431 was dispatched from this headquarters under the 
DTG (5 gr garble) was received to this radiogram and in 
order to proceed, the assumption was made that the delayed 
dates would be satisfactory. These dates cannot be changed 
without compromising the success of the LUZON campaign, 
since the escorts are required to protect convoys carrying 
reinforcing units. A continuing effort will be made to 
meet the dates which you desire as nearly as the tactical 
situation will permit. Analysis of your serial OOOII 64 
indicates thar the amphibious equipment listed therein will 
be returned to the placesindicated on the dates required 
with the exception of certain ships which had originally 
been agreed to be returned to LEYTE and those were changed 
to more distant locations. It will be impracticable to 
change plans to effect return of vessels of the excepted 
category to the more distant location on same schedule as 
they were to be returned to LEYTE. 

18 0141 CINCSEPA to CINCPOA Info GHQ, SWPA. CINCUBFLEET . C0MSE7ENTHFLT 

coijtkihdElplt. 

Subject to comments in my (top secret) CX 50030 (too 171229) 
with regard to battleships concur in Com7thFleet dispatch 
170342. 

18 035S CINCPAC to CTE 77 Info COMINCH. OINCSvVPA. C0K7THFLT.C0LDE3PAC 

This refers your 170432 not to all in regard to destroyers. 

Of those DD scheduled to return HORROR 24 January you are 
authorized to retain GRIDLEY, MAURY, and MCCALL of DesRon 
6 . STEVENS and DASH I ELL of DesRon 25. IZARD of DesRon 56 . 
Para. 57 DD under your operational control through 5 
February will then be as follows. 7 of DesRon 2. 5 of 

DesRon 5 . 3 of DesRon 6. 3 of DesRon 14. 8 of DesRon 21. 

9 of DesRon 22. 5 of DesRon 23. 2 of DesRon 25 . 1 of Des¬ 
Ron 48 . 9 of DesRon 49. 4 of DesRon 51. 1 of DesRon 56 . 

Total 57 DD. Para. Of the DD listed above the following 

are expected to be returned to POA by 18 February. 7 of 

DesRon 2 and 4 of DesRon 51 at MAINYriRD. 9 of DesRon 49 

at ACCUMULATION. The following will have reported to you 
by 18 February. BANCROFT and BAILEY of DesRon 14 . DYSON 
and THATCHER of DesRon 23 and an additional DD to be desig¬ 
nated. It is requested that you then release the remaining 
3 DD of DesRon 6 .. 2 DD DesRon 25 . 1 DD DesRon 56 . Para. 

Following these exchanges a total of 36 DD will continue 
under your operational control as follows. DesRon 5 less 
LAMSON, DesRon 14 less GaHSEVOORT, CALD’.YELI , COGHLAN. DesRon 
21 less ROSS. DesRon 22. DesRon 23 less AULICK plus ABBOT 
(DD 629 ) and 1 DD to be designated. Desire ABBOT be returned 
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18 0947 COM3RDPLT to CINQ PAG, GINCSO'.ESPaC , info C 01.17 THFLT > COMAAF,5, 
C0M13TH AF, aLL TFC's & TGC's 3RD L 7TH FLT 3 . 

In executing Plan EXIT see ray 112239. With X Day 19 January. 

18 1001 C0M3RDFLT to CINCPAC. .ADV ECH GHQ, SWP LLYTE. CIMCSOV/ESTPAC . 
Info CINC30 ALSPAC. CTF 77. 

Inability to refuel in southern area plus vulnerability to 
attack and storm damage in LUZON STRaITS during prevailing 
heavy weather makes eastward passage via that route uncertair 
and undesirable. Expect refuel 19 th under LAE of LUZON and 
unless otherwise directed will then transit - via SURIGAO. 
Strategic awkwardness recognized but weather and tactical 
considerations dictate this compromise. 

18 1033 C0M3RDELT to CINCPAC . 


JANUARY (GOT ) 

18 0358 CINCPAC to CTF. Etc. (Cont'd ). 

to POA wnen relieved by AULICK (DD 569 ) about 2 March. 

This also answers your 160442. ^y serial OOOII 64 of 24 Dec 
as previously modified is changed accordingly. 


Halsey to Nimitz only . Your 142233 do not believe proposal 
can be carried out in practice. Next objectives require 
full strength of all groups « Best solution would be to 
(a) Send 1 group back when force still has about 50% bombs. 
(B) Limit operations of groups remaining at sea to those 
absolutely necessary to success of the Pacific Ocean Area- 
Southwest Pacific Area Campaign as a v.'hole. (C) If all of 
TP 38 can not be withdrawn send single groups back for re¬ 
plenishment in as quick succession as possible. Para. This 
discussion is for planning purposes only and will not be 
put into effect without further word from you. 

18 1812 CINCPOa to CIXCBWPA In; o COMINCH C0M7THFLT, C0M3RDFLT . 





Your 171229. CTF 77 170432 in which I concur generally. 

CTF 77 180526. I do not share your opinion as to the 
ability of the enemy to concentrate a force of 6 battleships 
for a quick attack on Kinkaid’s forces nor do I consider ' 
the Japanese Fleet capable of inf]icting disaster to our 
Philippine operations if our fleet is employed offensively. 
Acceptance of the view that the PHILIPPINES must have in 
addition to your air force a local naval defense force con¬ 


tinuously on station capable of meeting all the heavy ships 
left in the Japanese Fleet would effectively prevent further 
major offensive operations in the Pacific for an indefinite 
period. The best naval protection for the PHILIPPINES as 
well as for the exposed island positions elsewhere in the 
Pacific is to proceed with offensive operations against 
JAPAN. Para. I therefore repeat my request for the immedir 
ate return of the two damaged battleships most in need of 
repairs in order that their fighting efficiency may be OQO , 
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13 1812 CINCPOA TO CIHCSWPA Info COMINCH. ETC. (CONT’D) 


restored and their return to profitable service expedited. 
Para. The temporary retention of PORTLAND, MINNEAPOLIS 
and five additional destroyers requested by Kinkaid’s 
170432 is approved. Please acknowledge receipt. 

18 1814 CINCPOA to CINCSWPA ADV ECH GHQ Info COMINCH, COMGENPOA 
COMGEN 10. ‘ - 


For General LacArthur personally . Para one. Preparations 
of the 24 th Corps for employment in the ICEBERG Operation 
have been hampered by certain conditions in the LEYTE-SAMAR 
area to a degree which unless corrected will jeopardize 
the success of ICEBERG. Immediate corrective action is 
requested as follows colon: (A) Acceptance of F0 327 HQ, 
U3AFP0A 20 October as modified by FO 333 HQ USAFPOA and 
my serial 0001060 of 2 December a? defining the composition 
of the XXIV Corps and APO 248 for the purpose of par 7c 
of the FILBAS AGREEMENT of 4 November. Inability to replace 
units essential to readiness of the XXIV Corps for ICEBERG 
compels adherence to these legitimate orders which were in 
effect when FILBAS AGREEMENT was approved. (B) Relief of 
all units of the XXIV Corps including all service and sup¬ 
porting units from all operations and duties not connected 
with rehabilitation. CX transfer of all units of the XXIV 
Corps, including AAA troops, to control of the Corps Com¬ 
mander and assembly of the Corps in areas suitable for re¬ 
habilitation and for the reception, sorting, maintenance, 
and issuing of equipment and supplies. (D) Transfer of oper¬ 
ational control of the XXIV Corps to ComGen 10th Army in 
accordance with my dis 092135 January and under the 
principles established by JCS 012144 of May 1944 (WARX 
30441). "Transfer of administrative control of the XXIV 
Corps and attached units to ComGenPOA concurrent with trans¬ 
fer of operational control to 10th Army. It is understood 
that members of the XXIV Corps or its attached units who are 
returned to duty from hospitals in the Southwest Pacific 
prior to departure of the XXIV Corps will rejoin their 
units. This in no way will lessen responsibility for logis¬ 
tical support by SWPA as prescribed by the FILBAS AGREEMENT". 
(E) Replacement of any critical items of equipment and sup¬ 
ply which the XXIV Corps was required to furnish to other 
units for MUSKETEER Operations and avoidance of future re¬ 
quirements of this nature. (F) SWPA provide lighterage need¬ 
ed by the XXIV Corps in the LEYTE Area. My records indicate 
large numbers useful landing craft in 7th Fleet at bases in 
NEW GUINEA or to the EASTWARD. (G) Subordinate SWPA agencies 
in the LEYTE Area be informed of the provisions of the 
FILBAS AGREEMENT which affect the XXIV Corps and directed 
to carry them out. Para. Para 2. In accordance with ComGenPOi 
162220 January (passed to you) desire to send to your head¬ 
quarters a liaison group from ComGenPOA’s staff of 4 officers 
headed oy Brigadier General Francis E Englehardt. 
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IS 1814 CINCPOA TO CINCSWPA ADV UGH GHQ,. ETC . 

I also desire to send to your headquarters for a brief 
period as my own representative for discussion of matters 
covered by this dispatch Brigadier General Herman Feldman 
of my staff. Your concurrence in these visits is requested. 
Para 3 . The intent of the various agreements which i have 
approved in connection with the XXIV Corps was to make 
available to you for LEYTE the same well equipped combat 
unit which General Richardson had prepared for YAP and then 
to have it available for ICEBERG in the same strength and 
with the same composition. General Richardson's Field 
Orders are the only documents which define its composition 
authoritatively. Para 4. The foregoing 3 paragraphs were 
drafted yesterday after conference with Generals Richardson, 
Buckner and Hodge and their Chiefs of Staff together with 
the General Officers of my Joint Staff and has their con¬ 
currence. Your 171400 just received is my 1st formal advice 
of your intention to continue the active employment of the 
SSIV Corps too long to permit its readiness for the ICEBERG 
Operation as now scheduled a procedure which must have the 
concurrence of the Joint Chiefs of Staff. Please acknowledge 
receipt. Nimitz. 

18 1837 CINCPOA to C0M3RDFLT Info COMINCH, CINCSIVPA. C0K7THFLT,CTF77 . 

Your 181001. Although I expect you to make the final de¬ 
cision on the spot my views are as follows. In withdrawing 
your fleet from the SOUTH CHINA SEA the governing considera¬ 
tion is maintenance of optimum strategic and tactical po¬ 
sition against possible enemy naval threat to our LUZON po¬ 
sition from the north. Passage of your whole fleet through 
SURIGAO will give enemy definite information of your relin¬ 
quishment of such a position. Exit via LUZON STRAIT under 
conditions which will avoid storm damage and concurrently 
permit offensive use of carrier aircraft is preferred even 
if your stay in SOUTH CHINA SEA is prolonged several days. 
Para 2. There is no objection to sending oilers damaged 
ships and light units through SURIGAO. Para 3. My weather 
information although meager is that reinforced monsoon now 
blowing normally abates after a few days. Para 4. I am 
proud of your recent successes and have confidence in your 
judgment. 

18 2120 COMINCH & CNO to CINCPAC Info C0M3RDFLT . 

Concur your 181837. 


18 2308 



C0M3RDFLT to CINCPaC. CINCSOV/ESPAC. Info C01.17THFLT. COMAAF . 

C0M5THAF. C0M13 AF, ALL TFC'S &. TGC'S 3RD & 7TH FLTS . 

Cancel my 180947. Task Force 38 will fuel on 19 January in 
vicinity Lat 14-28 N Long 117-24 E. Remaining west of LUZON. 
Further intentions later. 
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“ TOP SECRET ^ /-n 

JANUARY (GOT) 

^ - 

14 0200. CINCPOA to CINC5WPA Info CUM7THFLT. C0MGEN6TH ARMY. 

'JUkGEN 8TH Ai J.'IY . -“ 

«*>> ’ This answers your 301431 December received today 

by lettered paragraphs as indicated. (A) Affirmative. 

(B) These specific DD’s cannot be omitted from’redeploy¬ 
ment as proposed. However it will be noted in my 
serial 0001164 of 24 December that a total of 50 DD’s 
are planned to continue to operate with the 7th Fleet 
until 18 February at which time the number will be re¬ 
duced to permanent strength presented by Cominch now 36 . 

(C) 6 DMS and 1 DLI required HORROR 6 February. (D) 8 
YM3 6 PC and 3 PCS not required MAINYARD until 16 Feb. 
(E) Affirmative. (F) 2 DMS, 1 DM at ACCUMULATION 9 
February. Remaining small craft divided equally between 
ACCUMULATION and MAINYAED. (F) Affirmative. (H) AF- 
firmauive. Arrival HORROR 11 February preferable. 

Para. Aside from the units specifically mentioned 
herein it is desired that redeployment be conducted 

as indicated ipfoy serial OOOII 64 . This also acknowledg¬ 
es your 111207 . 

17 1916 COMINCH & UNO to CINCPAC Info CQMAIRPAC . 

Your 140050 approved. You are authorized to establish 
a new flag officer command in the Pacific Ocean Area 
as subordinate command of Air Force Pacific Fleet in 
the forward area to be known as Commaftier, Air Force 
Subordinate Command Forward Area short title AirPac- 
SubComFord. Bureaus and offices of Navy Dept take 
necessary action. V/hen .he is available the assignment 
of Rear Admiral Gunther to this command is satisfactory. 
This is Cominch and CNO number 40. 

18 1022 C0M3RDFLT to CINC30W3SPAC Info CINCPOA. COMFEAF. GFO 

7oV C MaF 5. CT? 38 . --*-* 

Reference your 171443 . Unfavorable weather has caused 
Third Fleet schedule to be unpredictable. Suggest you 
continue your strikes dependent on your capabilities 
alone. Meanwhile will keep you advised our plans. 
Foresee no difficulty of simultaneous strikes by both 
forces in future provided pilots each force briefed 
they may encounter aircraft of the other. 

CINCS'.VPA to CINCPOA Info C0M5THPLT, COMDR ALLIED NAVA L 

FORvMo ('AM.k.VCH) , ,-,JV MJH GH.„ JTF 77~ 

Concur your 150649 relative investigation CASIGURUN BAY. 
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JANUARY (GOT ) 


19 0438 C0M3RDFLT to CINCPACCINCSONESPAC. CTF 77. COMFE. 1 F , 

Info CTF 38, CTF 34. 

On completion fueling 19th will head for BALINTANG 
with intent to transit undetected night 20-21 January. 
Attack FORMOSA 21st fuel 22nd strike OKINAWA 23rd or 
24th. Schedule subject to modification by weather, 
tactical situation or availability of important targets. 

19 0910 C0M3RDFLT to CINCPAC . I 

Estimate of general situation. Air strength negligible 
Southeast CHINA Coast and INDO CHINA. Collapsed in 
LUZON and currently not aggressive FORMOSA. Naval 
threat to MacArthur from south negligible due loss of 
NICHIEI and damage.to KAUOI. Reported damaged condition 
of 1 BB-XCV 2 CA (air photo) and shaken confidence re¬ 
sulting from 3rd Fleet operations. Empire naval forces 
incapable of more than hit and run attack on LINGAYEN; 
such attack would face early detection. Stiff resistance 
and harrassed retreat and could not inflict sufficient 
damage to decure control of the sea nor fatally affect 
the PHILIPPINES Campaign. Japs know they are licked 
in the PHILIPPINES and will not attempt serious rein¬ 
forcement in face of our air surface and ground super¬ 
iority. Para. Abnormal shipping concentrations north 
of Lat 22-00 indicate large projects and/or shortage of 
fuel. Escorts or harbor facilities from estimate of 
enemy impotency south of Lat 22-00 plus evidence of 
feverish activity to the north I incline to the belief 
that enemy may be evacuating vulnerable facilities from 
FORMOSA but digging in inside perimeter of the EAST 
CHINa SEA and strengthening local defenses FORMOSA 
ISHIGAKI MIYAK0 3HIMA OKINAWA. If that estimate is 
correct he has written off the PHILIPPINES and will not 
indulge in any dubious counter attacks that risk further 
losses to dwindling defense forces and could not perma¬ 
nently stop our PHILIPPINES Campaign. Para. In view 
of foregoing it seems important not to delay DETACHMENT 
and ICEBERG for the same aggressive reason that dictated 
adherence to MINDORO and LINGAYEN dates. 3rd Fleet’s 
best immediate contribution is vigorous attack on ship¬ 
ping along FORMOSA OKINAWA line with concurrent smother¬ 
ing of enemy air and early return ULITHI in preparation 
for DETACHMENT. 
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• wit, " 

January (GOT) 

20 0435 C0MGENAAPP0A to CINCPOA info COMGENPOA. 

o - ——-- 

Top Secret . Directives by Cincpoa are necessary to provide 
VLR Wing facilities at TINIAN West Field and GUAM North and 
Northwest Fields. References as follows: 

A. Cincpoa top secret ltr serial 00057 of 12 January 45. 

B. ComGenAAFPOA radio to Cincpoa NR 0274 of 5 January. 

C. WarDept radio WARX 21782, Jan 45- 

If radio directives are issued at once to provide VLR wing 
facilities as indicated in references above and in addition 
to include facilities at the GUAM depot for 2 additional 
VLR units can be accomodated as follows: 

2 groups of BomCon 20 on TINIAN West Field by 1 April, 

2 groups of 315 Wing on Northwest Field GUAM by 1 June. 

2 groups of 315 Wing on Northwest Field GUAM by 1 July. 

New Sub.ject . The deployment of the 316 Wing on INDESPENSABLE 
will require that 5 aviation engineer battalions be echeloned 
so as to arrive on INDISPENSABLE betv/een W-Day and W plus 40. 
The 1924, 807, 190S, 1909, and 1882 Aviation Engineer Bat¬ 
talions are available for employment in INDISPENSABLE. If 
practicable to meet the above echelonment of aviation engineer 
battalions, 2 groups of the 316 Wing can be deployed on 
INDISPENSABLE by 1 August 45 (W plus 90) and remaining 2 grps 
by 1 Sept 45 (W plus 120). Recommend that your decision as 
to availability of facilities be transmitted to ComAF 20 in 
order that unit readiness dates may be established. 

19 1252 MACARTHUR to CINCPOA info COMINCH C0M3RDFLT C0M7THFLT GHQSWPA . 

Top Secret . Your 181812. The temporary retention of the two 
old battleships in question can not materially affect the 
accomplishment of future offensive operations against Japan. 
Nor did my message mean the indefinite retention of a naval 
force here continuously capable of meeting all heavy units of 
the Japanese Fleet. It dealt with the relatively short and 
critical period between your withdrawal of the Third Fleet and 
the installation of our air force on LUZON which is at present 
limited to a few fighter squadrons. During that time when the 
potential of our land based aviation is so low I do not 
believe adequate protection of the LINGAYEN base against enemy 
surface craft will be provided if the major naval strength is 
reduced to 4 old battleships. I shall interpose no further 
, comment however and request that you inform me of the date 

which you desire these ships withdrawn. 

19 1729 CINCPAC to Com3rdFLT info COMINCH CINCSWPA C0M5THFLT C0M7THFLT 

COMFWDAREA. 

This is top secret . Your 190910 completely concurred in. 

I consider also that shipping is banking up to north because 
of fear of your activities to southward. 
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JANUARY (GOT) 


17 2233 CINCPOA to CCM.1ARGILS Info COMINCH. CTF 93. COMFWDaREA . 

The neutralization of enemy held positions in the MARSHALLS 
has progressed a point where each operation against them 
must be reviewed to make certain that the expenditure of 
personnel fuel explosives and stores is necessary and 
justified by the results to be obtained. 

19 0158 CINGPOA to COMGENaaFPOA Info C0MGENP0A. C0MGEN10TH ARMY , 

CTF 93. COMFWDAREA. 

Recommendations your letter subject ’’Disposition of Forces” 
dated 15 Ian 1945 are approved. You are authorized to 
initiate action to release the 489th Boxab Group from allo¬ 
cation to POA. It is understood that the 494th and 30th 
Groups will be designated for ICEBERG and that the 11th 
Group less 2 squadrons will be returned to OAHU. 

19 0308 CINCPOA to CQM3RDFLT ,C0M5THFLT.COIiSERQN 8,COMSERVPAC(APO) 

COMS^RON 10, COUSLRON 6. COMFY/DAREA. Info CNO. ANPB, BAD 

WASHINGTON, CINCBPF, C0M30PAC, CKB MaNUS, C0M7TH-XT. 

COMSERFOR 7THFLT. 

Cincpoa will be responsible for providing bulk petroleum 
requirements of British Pacific Fleet while basing at MANUS 
and while operating in POA. BritFlt tentatively scheduled 
to arrive MaNUS 20 February and requirements until depar¬ 
ture will be met by Cincpoa. ETA ULITHI 5 March. Comservpac 
APO will schedule additional deliveries to meet operational 
requirements of BritFlt thereafter. Cargoes of arriving 
tankers are not ear-marked expressly for BritFlt whose 
requirements will be provided from the total available 
products in all storage and carrying vessels. Accounting 
procedures later. ComSerRon 10 will include in routine 
fuel reoorts as separate items data on amounts on hand in 
British AO and issues to BritFlt units. 

20 0034 CTF 77 to ALL TFC & TGC 7THFLT Info CINCPOA.CINC3YVPA,COMINCH 
C0M7THFLT, C0M7THFLT HQ LEYTE. 7TH FLT CLASS 3 AND ABOVE. 

Change 4 to my OpPlan 18-44. Task Organization. (A) TF 
78 reduce DD’s assigned to 34. (B) TG 77*3 correct to read 

4 CL, 6 DD. (C) TG 77.4 correct to read 6 CVE, 7 DD, 4 
DE. R.Adm. Stump delete para (F). Para 3a 3rd sentence 
delete all after "over water movement". Air cover will 
be provided by shore basdd air. Delete 6th sentence. Fire 
support will be provided by vessels of M. Attack group. 
Additional fire support if required and limited air support 
and cover to be obtained by direct request to commanders 
close covering and escort carrier groups. Para 3b delete 
1st sentence. Close covering group operate as directed 
by separate despatch. Delete oth sentence and substitute 
"Provide fire support for landings as arranged with CTF 78 
and attack group commanders" . Para 3c delete 1st sentence. 

-Continued- ?989 
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J^NUaRY (GOT) 


20 0034 CTF 77 to ALL TFC & TOO 7THPLT, ETC. (CONT'D) 

Operate as directed by separate desnatch. Correct 3rd 
sentence to read "Within limit of capabilities and in 
coordination with shore based air of Allied Air Forces 
provide MX .attack Group during landing with CAP ASP and 
direct support in accordance with Air Plan of Commander 
MX Attack Group and all coordinated and requested by lat¬ 
ter through his commander support aircraft". Last sentence 
delete "9". Delete para 3f page 1. Correct nara a delete 
DesRon 54 8 DD. Delete DesDiv 119 5 DD. DesRon 5 delete 
SMITH and UGTANGE total to 4 DD. Add MIURY, GRIDLLY,MCCALL, 
3 DD. Total DD 35 less 5 to be assigned TG 77.2 as later 
designated._ Annex A page 6 correct para b. CruDiv 12 de¬ 
lete COLUMBIA change to 2 CL. Delete RAN cruiser squadron. 
DesRon 21 delete JENKINS, IAVALLETTE change to 6 DD. De¬ 
lete DesDiv 48 (MOD). Correct para c. Delete RAdm Durgin 
and substitute RAdm Stump. Correct CarDiv 24 to read less 
ANZIO, CORREGIDOR, MANILA BAY plus STEAMER BAY, PLTROFF BAY. 
3 CVE. Delete CarDiv 26. Correct CarDiv 27 to read CarDiv 
27 less KADASKaN BAY, OMNj-NEY BAY plus TULAGI, 3 CVL. 

Delete CarDiv 28, CarDiv 29, DesRon 51, DesRon 6. Add 
DesDiv 102 plus ABBOTT, JENKINS, LAVALLETTA, 7 DD. Annex 
A page 7. Delete CortDiv 63 as modified 6 DE. Delete 
GILLIGAN from CortDiv 70 and change to 04 DE. Annex A 
page 8 delete all para F. 

20 0535 CINCSWPA to CINCPOa Info C MINCH, C0MGENP0A. C0I.IGEN 10 . 

CAX 50063. Your I83.8I4. The 24th Corps will be ready for 
ICEBERG as previously contemplated to meet its scheduled 
date of April 1st. I will be glad to have the representa-w 
fives from your headquarters visit this area for the con¬ 
ference you suggest in an endeavor to comnose all details 
of these Army matters. 

20 1817 CINCPAC to CINCSWPA Info COMINCH, C0M7THFLT. CTF 77 . 

Your cooperative reply, your 191252, greatly appreciated. 

I exoect a stiff fight for the beaches in ICEBERG and every 
bombardment unit available will save the lives of many 
soldiers and marines. Accordingly request immediate re¬ 
lease 2 damaged battleships and return for necessary repairs 

CINCPOA to CINCSWPA Info COMINCH.COMGiM^OA,COMGEN 10. 

COF/'EN 24TH CORPS, C0M' J HI33?i»C . 

Am very pleased to have the assurance of your 200535. For 
your information my present plans involve commencement load¬ 
ing and sailing from LEYTE as follows in order to be ready 
for principal assault on 1 April. 77th Div commence loading 
25 February rehearse 9-16 March sail 19 March. 24th Corps 
less 77th Division commence loading 2 March rehearse 14-21 
sail 27 March. 


21 0156 

'W 1 
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JANUARY 1945 (GOT ) 


25 1115 COMGEN BoMCCfa 20 to CiNCPOA Info CQtoSUBPAC. CTF 71 


TOP SECRET . February tentative scneduie. Begins with 112 sorties on 
SINGAPORE Naval Base on i February. Similar maximum effort on It's dock 
area SINGAPORE for 7 Feb. bO sorties on RANGOON on 11 Feb. Similar 
medium effort strixes on SINGAPORE floating drydock on 15 Feb. SAIGON 
on 19 Feb. SINGAPORE on 23 Feb and 27 Feb. Possibility of T-TN.VGAKUTNING 
operation during next MOO period. Also substitude mission of 60 sorties 
being held in 24 hour readiness status for opportunity strike on enemy 
shipping within our INDIA base range. This schedule subject to tactical 
changes but presented to assist in lifeguard service planning. 


23 1341 CQhlNCH & CN O to CQ LNORPaC Info C1NCPAC 

TOP SECRET : It is proposed to effect transfers under lend lease following 
listed vessels in increments to Soviets in DUTCH HARBOR or other base 
that area: 30 PF 2 XCm 24 Ail 36 YiiS 56 SC 48 PT 4 YR 6 pontoon 
barges 30 LCI(L) 30 LOT 5 Army Y tankers. Proposed scneauie deliveries 
extends April to December 1945* Desire comment on feasibility with 
facilities available for housing messing and shakedown and technical 
training. Submit data on facilities available this purpose in DUTCH 
HARBOR and any other ports considered on premise that during no month will 
personnel requirements exceed about 2500 and that turn over time win 
not exceed 2 weeks. 

24 0259 MACARTHUR to CINCPOA Info GHQ SWPA 



TOP SECRET . Concur in your 222059. Reference Rear Admiral James L Hall 
as your representative at LEYTE. 


25 1348 JOINT CHIEFS OF STAFF to WEDEKKYER. NI1/ITZ 






TOP SECRET Support for operation ICEBERG to be furnished by CHINA Theater 
will be as arranged directly between WEDEMEYER and NliilTZ. Direct commu- 
.nication and exchange of liaison officers should be carried out as necessary. 
The Joint Chiefs of Staff will be kept informed. This answers CFBX-31575 
from WEDEMEYER, not to NIlffTZ. 


25 1304 MCARTHUR to C0M7THP1T. CTF 77 info CIMCPAC 

TOP SECRET . Comply with Cincpac radiogram 210305 GOT regarding 
return of APD's. MACARTHUR. 
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JANUARY (GOT) 


22 2059 


CINCPAC to CINCSWPA. C0M3RDFLT. C0M5THFLT. COMyiHF LT. 

INFO CCMPHIBSPAC. COMPHIBGROUP 12". COMBAfRON l'.- 

gQMlNCH. COMOENPOA. tiQMGEWICBL M?. COdftfflfelWtofrS. 


TOP SECRET , Rear Admiral James L. Hall ComPhibGroup 12 
ICTG 13.12) Will proceed LEYTE via air in advance of 
bis Flagship. After arrival about 28 January in 
addition to such duties as may be assigned by 
ComPhibsPac he will act as the Senior Officer of the 
Pacific Fleet Present and will represent CinCPac-CinCPOA 
in coordinating arrangements for preparing and mounting 
Pacific Ocean Areas Forces for DETACHMENT and ICEBERG. 
Concurrence of CINCSWPA requested. 
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25 2041 Cum5THF.lT to COMPnlBoPAC info COMPHIBGruuP 1 , CINCPAC - CINCPOA ADV . 

HQTRS AND PEARL, CXF 58. 

TuF SECRET . Your 240310. Plan to make NORTH CAROLINA, WASHINGTON, 

SANTA FE, BILOXI and 1 DesDiv all of TG 58.4 available to assist 
your bombardment D Day and D / 1 Day and longer if necessary. 

Carriers of TG 58.4 will be available for air support same days. 
Availability of other task groups of TF 58 for support as tentatively 
agreed to by you and Mitscher will be dependent upon length of 
initial EMPIRE strike which IWISH to continue for 3rd Day if situation 
permits. CVES available to you are WAKE ISLAND. SAGINAW BAY. LUNGA 
POINT. BISMARCK SEA. SARGENT BAY. RUDYERD BAY. MAKIN ISLAND plus 
ANZIO ASW group. 

26 0649 CINC BPF to COMINCH AND CNO info CINCPAC PEARL AND ADV HQS. CINCSWPA . 

C0M7TH FOOTVOCINCOX EWKVECYLUCVEU 

TOP SECRET . Your 162021. A Carrier Task Force designated TF 118 will 
be ready for eperations in any advanced anchorage on 15 March (2) TF 
118 will consist of 2 BB, 4 CV, 2 CL, 3 CL(AA), 16 DD's (3) To support 
the above the following Escorts and units of the Fleet Train designated 
TF 117 will be available: 8 DE, 16 PCE, 4 CVE, 1 ARB, 1 ARV, 4 AF, 2 
AH, 4 ATA, 8 AO, 3 AKS, 1 AD, 1 AW, 1 ARH, 1 AN, 13 AE part 1 my 260737. 

26 0737 CINC BPF to COMINCH AND CNO info CINCPAC PEARL AND ADV HQS. CINCSWPA. 

COM 7TH FOOTVOCINCOXEWMVECYUCVEU. COMNAVEU 

TOP SECRET . Part 2 final is 260737 PPTOO 260659. (4) Names of ships 
are being forwarded by airmailgrara (5) Additional forces are expected 
which will be communicated as they become available for operations 
(6) authorities as in my 151241 not to all (7) Admiralty pass to Comnaveu. 

26 2113 CQMGEU 10TH ARMY to CINCPOA info COMGENPOA, COMGEN 24TH CORPS . 

TOP SECRET . Cincpoa reencj*ypts ComGen 10th Army 260850. Reported by 
Gen Hodge dispatch received 25 Jan 3th Army advises 77th Div 5 Feb, 7th 
Div 15 Feb, 96th Div 22 Feb, Corps Troops 1 to 15 Feb, 6200 men from 
all Divs on SD under CinCSWPA by 22 Feb, all contingent on arrival of 
American Div as dates for relief of troops 24th Corps and concentration 
in staging areas. Above dates do not provide desirable minimum for 
rehabilitation personnel and reequipment of 24th Corps. References 
Cincpoa 181814 GCT, CinCSWPA 200140 GCT and per 7C memo CG 24th Corps 
to Admr Nimitz 16 Feb 45- Such delay will require request for additional 
postponement ICEBERG. 
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JANUARY (GCT) 

27 0156 CTF 77 to ALL TF AND TG COMDRS 7TH FLT info CINCPOA. CIKCSWPA (LEYTE 

AND TARLAG), C0M7THFLTI 

TOP SECRET . Following for planning purposes. DD's now on temporary 
duty to be returned CINCPOA as fellows. 4 DD's of DesDiv 102 Escort 
CVE's when released to ULITHI thence proceed GUADALCANAL. MAURY 
(DD 409) GRIDLEY (DD 386) MCCALL (DD 400) of DesDiv 11 plus STEVENS 
(DD 479) DASHIELL (DD 659) ef DesRon 25 and IZARD (DD 589) of DesRon 
56 Escort OBB's when released to ULITHI. DesRon 2 less HUGHES (DD 419) 
ANDERSON (DD 4U) to arrive GUADALCANAL by 18 February. DesRon 49 to 
be released CINCPOA control at LEYTE by 18 February. Para. 36 DD 
assigned 7th Fleet will BECX DesRon 5 less LAMSON (DD 307). DesRon 
14 less GANSEVOORT (DD 608) CALDWELL (DD 605) COGHLAN (DD 606). DesRon 
21 less ROSS (DD 563). DesRon 22. DesRon 23 loss AULICK (DD 569). 

ABBOTT (DD 629) until releived by AULICK about 2 March. 1 DD to be 
designated by Cincpoa. 

28 0001 COM 5TH FLEET to CINCPOA info COMFAIRWING 1. CTF 93. CunGi^AAFPOA . 

TOP SECRET . Will provide coverage MARCUS, WOLEAI, LAMOTREK, TRUK 
by search planes of Task Group 50.5 *s requested your 200049. A33ume 
neutralization these bases if required will continue as function of 
Strategic Air Force as per his current OP Orders. 

27 0725 WEPEMEYER to NIMITZ. 

Too Secret to Nimitz . New location FOA Headquarters noted. It would b® 
helpful if we could hold conference as you suggested. Such conference 
probably should follow closely after the conference about to be held in¬ 
volving 3 big boys. Decisions pertaining to global strategy will be 
firmer. I should like to bring few planners to confer with you and your 
staff and proceed to Washington accompanied by your able planning chief 
Admiral Sherman where we could discuss plans and resources with U.S. 

Joint Chiefs of Staff and planners for not to exceed 1 week returning 
via Pacific to finalize plans with you. 

29 0831 CINCPOA ADV HDQTRS to CQMINCH Info CCMGEN CHINA THEATER . 

JCS 251348. Preliminary arrangements for support of ICEBERG by China 
Theater made by my 122013 answered by ComNavGroup China's 170631. Further 
arrangements including exchange of liaison officers will be made direct 
with General Wedemeyer keeping JCS informed through Cominch. 




2994 














JANUARY (GCT) 

29 0515 AAFPOA (HARMON) to COMAF (ARNOLD) Info CINCPOA ADV HDQTRS . 

Top Secret . Cincooa reference 230215 GCT January and exerot tele con 
number H-23-2 from COMAF 20 to DepComAF 20. Dispatch 280215 GCT re¬ 
ceived from Cincnoa this date is as follows: "From your daily assignment 
and movement report number 20 dated 21 January it appears that the 413, 

414, 506, 507 and 503th Army Fighter Groups are assisted to the 20th 
Air Force pursuant to a War Department letter of 9 January which I do 
not hold instead of being assigned to Army Air Forces Pacific Ocean 
Areas as expected. Request authoritative information as to the status 
of these 5 fighter groups as soon as practicable since my plans for 
DETACHMENT, ICEBERG and The Defense of the HAWAIIAN Area have been de¬ 
veloped on the assumption that the 5 fighter groups would be under my 
operational control and no plans have been made to base 20th Air Force 
fighters in the Pacific Ocean Areas”. The 5 fighter groups were accepted 
by Cincpoa with the understanding that these units would be operated in 
a dual capacity with their eventual primary mission being to escort VLR. 

By War Department leyter 25 December the 508th Fighter Group was assigned 
to AAFPOA for administration and operations. To satisfy the command re¬ 
quirements and to insure them these fighter groups will be accepted in 
this theater, it will be necessary that they be definitely placed under 
my operational control. It is reconsnended that the 413, 414, 506 and 
507th in addition to the 508th Army Fighter Group be attached to AAFPOA 
for operational control. Identical recommendation is contained in my 
24-D. This matter was discussed at length with Norstad and Viccillio 
recently with explanation as to need for assignment as recommended and 
has been repeatedly recommended by me ever since the availability of 
these units became probable. Please note Cincpoa's request in quoted 
message for authoritative information as to tne status of these groups. 
Letter from War Department supposedly defining their status and referred 
to in Norstad's H-25-1 has not been received. 

29 2045 JOINT STAFF PLANNERS WASHINGTON to PLANNING STAFF CINCPOA Info PLANNING 

STAFF CINCSOWESPAC. 

WARX-28601. Top Secret. Since our WARX-74788. This is a pla nn ing message. 
You are advised following is being done here* Para A. Our studies listed 
below have been dispatched to you: Para JWPC 282/1, JWP 293/1, JWPC 285/1, 
JWPC 289/1. Para B. New dubjects under examination. Para 1. Alternate 
campaign plans for the Defeat of JAPAN under various assumed dates in 1945 
for beginning of redeployment from EUROPE. Para. Optimum forward deplcy*- 
ment of air forces in the Pacific through the time that bases seized in 
BUNKHOUSE become available and assuming no redeployment from EUROPE* Para C. 
Joint Logistics Committee is re-examining subject of availability of forces 
and resources after ICEBERG. 

30 0613 CINCPAC ADV HQ to EMmgXHKXEgKEK COMINCH Info CINCPOA HQ PEARL . 

It is highly desirable that tentative plans for employment British Pacific 
Fleet units in ICEBERG be made firm and that Cincpac proceed with arrange¬ 
ments outlined in paragraphs 11, 12 and 13 NF-1. Action is being deferred 
until CinC Brit Pac Fit reports to Cincpac and it is understood that he 
awaits directive from Caninch, Request early information since CinC Brit 
Pac Flets Asst Chief of Staff has completed conferences with Com5thFlt and 
is at GUAM and Chief of Staff 5th Fleet will arrive tomorrow. 
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JANUARY (GCT) 

30 0840 COMFIFTHFU to CTG 50.5 Info CTF 93. CINCPOA & COMC-ENAAFPOA , 

In complying with 280001 conduct reconnaissance at irregular intervals 
averaging approximately once weekly. 

31 0212 CINCPAC ADV HDQ.TRS. to CTF 77 Info CINCPOA PEARL. CINCSWPA. C0M7THFLT . 

COHSERVPAC . 

1 Sy 161836 concurred in by Cominch 162220 contemplated retention of 4 
battleships for quote about 3 weeks unquote. To facilitate planning 
repairs request your estimate as to date they will be released. 


31 0734 CINCPOA ADV HDQTRS to COISTHFLT. COHAIRPAC. COHSERVPAC. COMGENPOA. COM- 
GENAAFPOA Info UCMF.VDAHEA. COHfflIBSPAC. CTF 51. COMGENFMFPAC. CTF 56. 

CTG 10.16. CTU 10.16.1. CTG 50.5. CINCPOA PEARL . 

Para 1. Sub-naragraph 242.31 Base Development Plan for WORKMAN modified 
by insertion new 3rd sentence "Every effort will be made to improve a 
runway sufficiently to oermit the operation of Navy search liberators as 
soon as possible after the provision of minimum requirements for fighter 
defense". Sub-paragraph 240.21 of same plan add note as follows "The 
requirement for operations of PBHL by D plus 50 refers to full load opera¬ 
tion with completed facilities see para 242.31* Limited staging operation 
of Navy search liberators at light load shall be provided for as soon as 
possible". The decision as to actual date of operation of liberators thru 
WORKMAN and priority between this operation and the increments of the 
fighter defense will be made by the officer conducting the operation 
(Com5thFlt). Para 2. Modify supporting plans as necessary to implement 
the foregoing. 

31 2305 CINCPAC ADV HDQTRS to COMFIFTHFLEET Info COMFHIBSPAC . 

ComPhibsPac 301220 has been discussed with Rear Admiral Davis who knows 
my views. No commitment or decision has been made by me and the assign¬ 
ment of NORTH CAROLINA and WASHINGTON is a matter for decision by Com5thFlt 
who may also increase the interval between carrier strike and island as¬ 
sault if desired* Davis will arrive ULITHI about noon local today. 

31 1825 CPUNCH AND CNO to CINCPOA ADV HQ . 

See ny 162021 to CinCBPF upon which basis I await your request for allo¬ 
cation to you of British Pacific Fleet units required by you for a 
soecific operation to include your reasons why you need such units. I 
now confirm my intention to keep operational allocation of British 
Pacific Fleet units in my own hands, 

I 

010626 CINCSW°A to CINCPOA Info CPiGENUSAAFf ADV BCH). C0M5THFLT. COMAAF . 
COMALLIEDNAVFORCES. CTF 73. BOMBCOM 20(ADV ECH ). 

Reoly is made to Cincooa top secret letter "Operations in Supoort of 
ICEBERG oaragraoh D Southwest Pacific Area". Serial OOO5OO7 dated 14 January. 

Subnara 1: Search Plan J. 0138. This headquarters incorporates searches 
requested in aooendix two DDBSVS reference: Search Plan J was forwarded 
to Commanding General, US Army Air Forces. Cincpoa. Commander 5th Fit. 
BomCom 20, BomCom 21, 14th Air Force and China Theater on 27 January. 
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01 0626 CINCSWPA to CINCPOA Info COMGENUSAAF (ADV ECH). ETC . (CONT'D) 

(CX57353) effective date in early February will be announced by later 
dispatch. Subpara 2: Attacks on enemy air bases and shipping in FORMOSA 
have already begun and will be progressively increased as IXJZON-MINDORO 
facilities are developed, B24 and B25 airplanes with P38, F47 and P51 
fighter escort will be used on these missions, Subpara 3: Offensive PB4Y 
screens will be provided if requested, but limited number of PB4Y neces¬ 
sitates that planes of Search Plan J provide this offensive screen within 
limits of prescribed W ARDG areas or in recommended adjacent areas in 
lieu if search sectors rehuasted . Request this headquarters be furnished 
charts indicating exact routes and time schedule of movement of friendly 
naval forces in order to provide more effective screen. Searches from 
LEYTE as indicated in Search Plan J will provide the screen for movement 
of groups from the LEYTE Area, Subpara 4: Night diversion strikes on 
FORMOSA and air installations at SAKISHIMA GUNTO on the nights of Love 
minus 12/11 through L minus 9/& will be made weather permitting, Subpara 5* 
Strikes on FORMOSA air installations will be made on L minus 16 or L minus 
15 or 1 both days subject to coordination with 20th Bomber Command, Strikes 
wijl be made on L minus 14 and L minus 13 if practicable notifying Com¬ 
mander 1st Carrier Task Force and Commander Central Pacific Task Force 
of times. Place,' Strength of strikes including type of planes, Subpara 6: 
Continuous strikes on FORMOSA will be made as practicable subsequent to 
L minus 13 in coordination with 20th Bomber Command to cover ICEBERG opera¬ 
tion, Subpara 7: Search Plan J covers search plans including sector calls. 
Strike schedules are deoendent on coordination with 20th Bomber Command 
and will be forwarded by disoatch later. 


01 0628 MACARTHUR to COMGEN US ARMY AIR FORCES. WASH,. Info CINCPOA.C0M5THFLT . 

CCMDR ALLIED AIR FORCES (ADV ECH). COMDR ALLIED NAVAL FORCES (WASATCH ). 

CQ/DR ALLIED NAVAL FORCES (TOLOSaH 


Southwest Pacific air forces have initiated strikes against the FORMOSA 
Area, These strikes will increase in intensity as air installations are 
developed in MINDORO and LUZON, Cincpoa in his top secret letter serial 
0005007 plans for both 20th BomCom and SWPA air forces strikes in the 
FORMOSA SAKISHIMA GUNTO Area in support of ICEBERG Operation, In order 
to obtain maximum neutralization of the FORMOSA Area commencing at the 
earliest practicable date. Your concurrence or comments are requested 
relative to authorizing direct communication for this purpose between 
Commander Allied Air Forces SWPA and Commanding General 20th BomCom to 
facilitate and effect maxitom coordination. 


01 2240 CINCPOA to COMGENFMFPAC Info CQMGENPOA. C0MGEN10THAKMY.C0MFHIBSPAC.C0M5FLT . 

Your 262047 not to all. Joint Staff Study for Phase 3 of ICEBERG will be~ 

reviewed and revised where necessary as rapidly as availability of intel¬ 
ligence concerning terrain and enemy disoositions permits. It may be as¬ 
sumed forlogistic planning purposes that 5thPhibCorps will be used in 
Phase 3 in lieu of 3rd FhibCorps. Qnployment of an Army Regt Combat Team 
for Fhase 3(A) is also under consideration. 
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Etc. 

26 0739 CDJC BFF to COMINCH. CNO/ (Cont’d) 

Divided between Advanced Anchorage and Intermediate Base . 

Armament store issuing (AE) CORINDA, PRINCE DE LIEGE, DARVEL, 
ship PRINCESS MARIA PIA, HERMELIN, ROBERT 

MAERSK, HERON, THYRA S.' KHETI, PACHECO 

On massage between Advanced and Rear Bases . 

Ferry Carriers (CVE) STRIKER, FENCER 

Armamant Store Carriers (AE) GUDRUN MARSK KISTA KOLA 
Naval Store Carrier (AKS) BOSFHORUS 

03 0921 DEPCOMAF 20 to CINCPOA ADV HQ Info CCM5THFLT. CTF 58. BOMCOM 21. CCMEWDAREA . 

Following operations will be conducted by 21 BomCom in support DETACHMENT 
Operation: A. On D-8, search area between longitude 135 and 148 east. Mid 
latitude as determined on D-10. On D-5 search area 60 miles on each side 
carrier force track to operating area for D-3 as outlined in OpOrd 1-45. 

Search to begin 800 miles from base and extend as far north as possible. B. 
Attacks on TOKYO Area during nights of D-4-3, D-3-2 and D-2-1 will be made 
by 3 aircraft each night operating individually and using RCM. Attacks on 
NAGOYA Area during nights of D plus 3-4, Dplus 4-5 and D plus 5-6 will be 
made by 3 aircraft each night ooerating individually and using RCM. C. 

Weather permitting maximum effort strikes will be made against a primary tar¬ 
get in TOKYO Area on D-4, a primary target in TOKYO Area on D, and a primary 
target in NAGOYA Area on D plus 4. IT weather conditions do not permit 
visual bombing on the above targets on days scheduled strikes may be delayed 
1 day and or made against NAGOYA Area as alternate for TOKYO Area and TOKYO 
Area as alternate for NAGOYA Area. In the event visual bombing is not possible 
in either area on either of the alternate days radar bombing will be conducted 
in TOKYO Area on D-3 and D plus 1 and NAGOYA Area on D plus 5. D. Diversion¬ 
ary attack will be conducted on D-2 against NAGOYA Area using RCM. 

02 1722 CTF 77 to CINCPAC ADV HQ, Info CINCSYPA (TARLAC AND LEYTE) . 

Renly to your 310212 contained in CinCSWPA 011243 of which Cincoac is 
info addressee. 

04 0430 CINCPAC .ADV HQ to COMAIRPAC(PRIORITY). CTF 58. CCM5THFLT Info CINCPOA PEARL HQ. 

COM NAB GUAM . 

CTF 53 290505. ComAirPac 022056. In view necessity maximum fighter strength 
for initial strikes next operation WASP and ESSEX may sail with excess fighters 
as planned by CTF 58. Thereafter CNO 282132 will be observed and excess 
fighter strength reduced by adjustment of replacements. Disposition BombRons 
4 and 81 as directed by ComAirPac, 
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26 0739 CINC B.P.F. to COMBTCH. 

ThOLLANDIA), COM7THFLEET 


CNO Info CINCPAC BOTH 

, ADMIRALTY, CGMNAVEU . 


HQ. BAD WASHINGTON. CINCSWPA 


In continuation of my signal DTG 260737 the following is a nominal list of 
the British Pacific Fleet: 

t«f. 11 a 


Battleships - KING GEORGE V, HOWE 2 BB 

Fleet Carriers - ILLUSTRIOUS, VICTORIOUS, 

INDOMITABLE, INDEFATIGABLE 4 CV 

Cruisers - SWIFTSURE, GAMBIA, BLACK PRINCE, ARGONAUT, 2 CL 

EURALIUS 3 CL(AA) 

Destrqyers 


4th D.F. - QUICKMATCH, QUIIBERON, QUALITY, QUEENBOROUGH 
25th D.F. - GRENVILLE, URSA, ULSTER, URANIA, UNDINE,UNDAUNTED 
27th D.F. - KMPENFELT, WESSEX, WAGER, WHELP, Y/HIRLvTND, 

WAKEFUL 16 DD 


Support Forces 

Escorts 


21st M/S.F. 

22nd M/S.F. 

SLOOPS & FRI( 

BALLARAT 

GERALDTON 

CRANE 

MARYBOROUGH 

CESNOCK 


LISMORE 

CAIRNS 

PHEASANT 

WHYALLA 

IPSWICH 

WOODCOCK 

GOULBURN 

TAMmORTH 

WHIMBREL 

KALGOORLIE 

WOLLONGONG 

BARLE 

TOCMOOMBA 

PIRIE 

HELFORD 

BENDIGO 

LAUNCESTON 

PARRETT 


Fleet Train - T.F. 117 
Advanced Anchorage 




Replenishment carriers (CVE) 
Aircraft Repair Ship (ARV) 
Repair Ships (ARB) 
Victualling store is- 


SLINGER, SPEAKER 

UNICORN 

RESOURCE 


suing ship 
Hospital Ship 
Tugs 
Oilers 


(AF) 
(AH) 
(ATA) 
(AO and AOG) 


FORT EDMONTON 
OXFORDSHIRE 
2 

BRO/VN RANGER DINGLEDALE SAN AMBROSIO 
CEDARDALE SAN ADOLFO ARNDALE WAVE KING 
AASE MAERSK 


Naval Store ship 

(AKS) 

BACCHUS 

Destroyer Depot Ship 

(AD) 

TYNE 

itermediate Base 

Air Store Ship 

(AKS) 

FORT COLVILLE 

Victualling store ship 

(AF) 

DENBIGHSHIRE, 

Hosotial Shin 

(AH) 

TJITJALENOKA 

Tugs 

(ATA) 

2 

Distilling ship 

(AW) 

SAGPOOL 

Repair ship 

(ARH) 

ARTIFEX 

Net Layer 

(AN) 

GUARDIAN 
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05 0712 C0UGENB0MC0M XXI to UlNCPAC ADV HQ Info C0M5THFLT. CTF 58. COMSUBSPAC . 

CTF 94. GTF 93. CTF 51. CTG 50.5. DEPCOM AF 20 (POA). 

X-05-2 Following are briefs of Field Orders 25 and 26 covering anti—picket 
boat searches given DepCom AF 20s 030921 to Cincpac Advon. Both orders 
specify 10 a/c from 313th BW taking off at 0645K and flying parallel search 
at 3000 feet with a/c 12 miles apart. Naval observers will accompany both 
flights. A/C will make contact renorts to 313th Wing ground station for 
transmission to Z5N. A/C will make identical transmission on 4475 KC. 

A/C will stand by on channel C VHF for possible voice communication with 
naval units. Pilots will be familiar with shackle authentication on this 
channel. No bombs will be carried. F025: On D minus 8 search area from 
135E to 148E 60 miles on either side of latitude to be determined on D 
minus 10. F0 26: On D minus 5 search within the following coordinates: 

28-02N 145-58E, 28-43N 147-59E, 32-44N 146-10E, 34-42N I41-55E, 32-42N 
141-55E, 31-15N, 144-45E. 

05 0746 CIMCPOA ADV HQ to CINCSWPA info COMINCH. CNO. CQM7THFLT. COMGENFMFPAC . 

CINCPUA PEAttn HQ. 

My 210203. Availlbility offacilities for a Corps of 3 Marine Divisions in 
the PHILIPPINES now planned with timing as follows. Depots rear echelons 
etc. move from HAWAIIAN AREA to PHILIPPINES about 1 August, Combat elements 
of Corps move from objective area to PHILIPPINES commencing about 15 Sept 
and as released thereafter. Para. Request FMFPac representatives in CINCSWPA 
Headquarters continue search for suitable site with view to readiness when 
required. 



05 1255 COMINCH & CNO to CINCP0A ADV HQ. 


MY disnatches referred to in 1st nortion of your 012254 GCT aoplied only 
to the matter of operational allocation of units of the British Pacific 
Fleet, Arrangements in connection with bases, anchorages, fuel, communi¬ 
cations and intelligence should be handled by you in accordance with the 
provisions of the memorandum of understandings dated 20 December previously 
approved by me. Your request for operational allocation for later ohases 
of ICEBERG now under consideration. 


06 0758 CINCPOA ADV HQ to CINCSWPA Info COMINCH. C0M7THFLT . 

Para 1. The remaining 4 of the 6 battleships which I sent to the 7th Fleet 
for temoorary duty to provide fire support for the LEYTE and LINGAYEN assault 
are required for the same purpose in operations to be conducted in the Pacific 
Ocean Areas. Under the terras of our agreement (Fivesome) they were to arrive 
ULITHI by 19th January but were made available to the 7th Fleet for about 
3 weeks by my I6I836, Para 2. On 16 February the Pacific Fleet will attack 
HONSHU and IW0 JIMA and will thereby make fully effective its naval strategic 
support of the PHILIPPINES position. Para 3. Vice Admiral Oldendorf 1 s re- 
oort shows that PENNSYLVANIA must be docked and MISSISSIPPI and COLORADO must 
have extensive battle damage repaired orior to sailing for ICEBERG. All 4 
shins are badly in need of upkeep, Para 4. Request you direct Com7thFleet 
to return MISSISSIPPI, COLORADO and WEST VIRIGNIA to ULITHI and PENNSYLVANIA 
to MANUS all to arrive 16 February. 
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06 0801 CINCPAC ADV HQ to CCMAIRPAC. DEPUTY CNO AIR. Info CINCPAC PEARL. C0U5THFLT . 

CTFJS. 

My acquiescence for long range planning purposes in Fitch's slate for pros¬ 
pective change in aviation flag commands assumed a rotation rate that would 
not be injurious to the Fleet and contemplated changes only when the present 
carrier division commanders who are all highly satisfactory to me show need 
of rest or their services are definitely required on shore. The average 
interval between detachments of CarDiv comdrs should be a minimum of 2 
months, Montgomery is just being relieved as ComCarDiv 3» The timing on 
the planning slate dated 30 Jan as drawn up by Murray and Fitch contemplates 
relief of 5 of the remaining 6 CarDiv Commanders by August, That is too 
rapid and is unacceptable. Although Davison's experience and work are 
valuable to the Fleet I will not oppose his relief after DETACHMENT if his 
services are required ashore. Slate should be so amended that other CarDiv 
commanders will not be moved at intervals of less than 2 months and then 
only in accordance with the principles mentioned in the 1st sentence. 

'01 2254 CINCPAC ADV HQ to COMINCH I. Jo 

Top Secret handle as Nimitz only . Para 1. Memorandum record of understand¬ 
ings reached ih conference 17-19 December (NF-1) and approved by Cominch 
serial 0014 of 2 January was based on directive of Cominch 131253 December 
which is now understood to be superseded by Cominch 162021 and 311825 Jan* 

The orovisions of that memorandum included arrangements in connection with 
bases, anchorages, fuel, communications and intelligence which should be 
implemented without delay. It now appears preferable that such of these 
arrangements as involve the Southwest Pacific Area be made by Cominch rather 
than Cincpac, If you concur am prepared to submit specific recommendations 
immediately. Para 2. Request allocation of available carriers, battleships, 
cruisers and destroyers of the British Pacific Fleet together British Fleet 
Train to operational control of Cincpac for ICEBERG Operation. Contemplated 
employment is attack on enemy forces and positions south of OKINAWA and other 
operations as may be required. Augmentation of US Pacific Fleet by British 
Carrier Task Force is not absolutely necessary but will expedite campaign 
and by more complete neutralization of enemy air force will reduce our losses. 

* 05 0750 WEDEMEYER to MACARTHUR. NIMITZ.RICHARDSON Info MARSHALL. KING . 

CFBX 32476, Para 1. In response to message from Chief of Staff (WARX 27118 
dated 26 January refers) regarding report on CHINA situation following is 
submitted for your information. Part 1.- Strategic. Para 2. Inevitability 
of defeat is realized by Japanese, However before calling halt they hope to 
induce Allies to ameliorate present stringent terms of surrender and purported 
drastic post war measures against them. This they would accomplish by causing 
Allies to become war weary as result of prohibitive losses in lives and mater¬ 
ial and unacceptable duration of war. Para 3. Speed of American advance in 
Pacific last 8 months undoubtedly has upset enemy time schedule and overall 
Plans. Japanese no longer possess strategic initiative and their future dis¬ 
positions and preparations will be determined by defensive considerations. 

This would not preclude isolated or small scale offensive actions. Para 4* 

The complete neutralization of Japanese Archipelago, the dynamo of enemy 
war effort, must continue to be principal objective of American strategy 
for next several months. Air, naval and amphibious operations should be 
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05 0750 VlEDEMEYER to MACARTHUR. NBflTZ.RICHARDSON info MARSHALL. KING T (CONT'D) 

conducted with a view to acquiring bases -for the effective employment of 
strong air and naval xorces against the Jaoanese homeland preoaratory to 
invasion of possibly KYUSHU and or HONSHU* Subsidiary operations should 
be conducted with a view to cutting enemy main lines of communication 
leading to and within areas under their control in order to prevent and or 
restrict redisposition of their trooos and movement of vital war materials. 
Para 5. Large scale land operations on the Asiatic continent by United 
States forces should not be undertaken during the next several months, if 
ever. Difficult terrain and inadequate communications make large scale 
use of modem land armies imoractical in interior of CHINA. In undertaking 
such operations we would olay into enemy hands, as Americans would be opposed 
by strong Jaoanese ground forces under conditions favorable to them. 

However, during that oeriod maximum effort must be made by Chinese supported 
by United States China Theater forces, essentially air. These forces should 
contribute most effectively by cutting enemy communication lines, destroying 
important installations and diverting and containing the greatest possible 
number of Jap air and ground units. At the same time. United States units 
in the Pacific could establish naval and air bases in RYUKYUS, BONINS, 
HOKKAIDO, SHANTUNG PENINSULA or FORMOSA. Situation may require the siezure 
of intermediate objectives along CHINA Coast, south of WENCHOW, in CHUSAN 
ARCHIPELAGO, in KURILES, and in NINGPO if the enemy considerably weaken 
forces in that area. Situation may~develop in such manner as to require 
extensive ground operations on continent before Japs are compelled to sur¬ 
render however operations suggested for next 6 to 8 months might suffice. 

If Jap elects to fight it out on mainland of ASIA, favorable conditions 
particularly with reference to SES communications and air cooperation win 
have been created for American all out land-air battles in CHINA. Para 6. 
Based on limited information of Soviet capabilities, best estimate in event 
they enter war against Nippon is that they have about 30 trained and equipped 
divisions in Far East. Effective operations from eastern SIBERIA based on 
present enemy dispositions and strength would require additional forces 
(about 30 divisions). This force would take approximately 4 months to move. 
On assumption that GERMANY capitulates by early spring of this year, Russian 
reinforcements would not arrive in Far East until late Autumn. Severe winter 
weather might prohibit and would certainly restrict operations until fol¬ 
lowing year. Soviets disclaim interest in CHINA. However, their local 
representatives are carefully analyzing all developments particularly re¬ 
garding the KU0MINTANG, Provincial War Lords and Chinese Communists. In 
MONGOLIA, Soviet influence is today very great, Chinese Communist movement 
overshadows other political issues in Northern CHINA, allowing infiltration 
of Soviet doctrines. This condition will facilitate actual penetration 
by Russians later. Part II - Tactical. Para 7. Japanese capabilities in 
CHINA are essentially as presented to JCS in November and December of last 
year. They still have almost complete freedom of action. In November the 
Japs could have taken KUNMING or CHUNGKING. More than adequate resources 
were available to them and the Chinese-American effort could only have de¬ 
layed their drive. There were no effective Chinese ground forces immediately 
available to interpose between KUNMING and enemy advance. New, on 1 February 
the Japs still have strong offensive capabilities with about 12 Divisions 
disposed south of CHANGSHA and along the communication lines to CANTON and 
IND0-CHINA. Para 8. The enemy can also attack KUNMING by way of HAN0I- 
L A0PAY-KUNMING; NANNING-P0SEH-KTNMING, or PAOCHING-CHIHKIANG-KWEIYANG. 
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05 0750 WEDEMEYER to MACARTHUR. NIMITZ. RICHARDSON Info MARSHALL. KING. (CONT'D) 

Present indications do not indicate that the Nipponese Supreme Commander 
in CHINA is committed to axry of these courses of action or Japanese know that 
we have recently moved 2 American trained, fed and equipped Chinese Divisions 
from BURMA to CHINA. They know further that these 2 divisions can and will 
fight. MacArthurs successes in Philippines cause eneny increased concern 
about CHINA Coast. For these 2 reasons, the enemy is not expected to attempt 
large scale advance, westward for example against KUNMING. The latter how¬ 
ever remains a capability and we must be alert and prepared for such enemy 
action. Para 9. The enemy will probably concentrate in coastal areas and 
in the CHANGSHA-HANKCW-PEKLNG-MANCHUKUO areas. These dispositions would 
release Japanese forces for use against possible Allied operations along 
Chinese Coast} against Soviet attacks in MANCHURIA or for rapid movement to 
Japanese Archinelago. Para 10. Offensive action by Chinese forces can be 
taken in July or August with weather favoring the operations. A Chinese 
force for offensive operations, 15-25 divisions, is expected to be available 
for combat by that time. Staff studies have been made concerning their most 
effective employment. We have considered an attack from K.VEIYANG eastward 
to acquire air bases and to cut enemy communication lines in area HENGYANG- 
LILGLING, This would be feasible only if enemy materially reduces forces 
south of YANGTZE, An air and ground outline plan is being prepared for 
drive on LIUCHCW-NANNING area thence east against CANTON-HONGKONG, All 
planned operations will be accompanied by coordinated action by strong guer¬ 
rilla, commando and clandestine forces designed to disrupt enemy lines of 
communication and installations. Part III. A-Combat Forces. Para 11. 

Total combat forces available in China Theatre for offensive operations, as 
of 1 July 1945 are: Subpara. Air: Entire 14th Air Forcej and in addition, 

2 fighter groups and 2 heavy bombardment groups, Sub^ara. Ground: 5 
divisions, 1 tank group, 3 battalions 75MM pack Howitzers, 7 Battalions 105MM 
gunsj 3 battalions 155MM Howitzers (all from Chinese forces previously in 
INDIA and provided with US training and equipment). 20 Chinese divisions 
from Chinese armies in CHINA (mediocre in training, equipment and leadership). 
Para B-Schedule of operations. Para. Following schedule of operations within 
and from China Theater is included for your information. Para 12. Period 
from present to 1 March. Air - Cooperation with Pacific advances and opera¬ 
tions versus Japanese supplies and communications lines. Ground - Clandestine 
and guerrilla activities. Organization, training and equipping of Chinese 
divisions. Objective of all forces - insuring security of KUNMING-CHINGKING 
area while concurrently preparing for offensive. Para 13. Period 1 March 
to 1 May. Air-Cooperation with Pacific advances and operations versus 
Japanese forces and installations particularly communication lines and 
supplies. Ground - Clandestine and guerrilla activities. Organization, 
equipping and training of Chinese divisions and movement of forces to forward, 
areas. Objective of all forces - insuring security of KUNMING-CHUNGKING 
area while concurrently preparing for offensive. Para 14. Period 1 ^ay 
to 1 July. Air - Operations against Japanese forces and installations par¬ 
ticularly communication lines and supplies. Ground - Clandestine and guer¬ 
rilla activities. Continued training of Chinese divisions, concentration 
of divisions in selected areas in -preparation for commencement of offensive. 
Objective of all forces - Insuring security of KUNMING-CHUNGKING area, con¬ 
currently preoaring for offensive, Para 15 » Period 1 July to 1 Seotember. 

Air - Strategic and tactical participation and cooperation in CHINA, chased 
with Pacific ooerations. Ground - Offensive ooerations by Chinese armies 
strongly supoorted by intensified guerrilla and clandestine operations. 
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05 0750 WEDEMEYER to MAC ARTHUR. NIMITZ. RICHARDSON Info MARSHALL. KING . (CONT'D) 

Para 16. Above presents current situation in CHINA and orojected operations 
by China Theater forces. Ooerations by Pacific Ocean Area or SWPA forces 
against the CHINA Coast would contribute strongly to success of CHINA ooera¬ 
tions. CHINA Theater cannot materially aid Pacific operations during the 
next 4 months except by air strikes. After appropriate ground forces are 
available (estimated date 1 July 1945) combined and effective operations 
should be possible at such time and place as would support or assist opera¬ 
tions in Pacific against island objectives or CHINA Coast. Para 17. It 
will orobably be the first of July at the earliest before effective ground 
ooerations can be undertaken. China Theater is striving to undertake co¬ 
ordinated ground and air ooerations against the Japanese from the west in 
in time to disrupt their planned redeployment to meet possible US advances 
from the Pacific and to prevent the withdrawal of forces from ASIA into JAPAN 
proper. It is believed that if our ooerations can be initiated in July 
they will catch the Japanese off-balance and probably preclude planned re¬ 
distribution of their forces. In the event they are preparing to withdraw 
bulk of forces to the north of the YANGTZE these operations will probably 
hasten that withdrawal. In any event, our operations, if successful, would 
give the Chinese army much needed combat experience and confidence and could 
result in opening port of CANT0N-H0NGK0NG. When sea communications are re¬ 
established, it will be possible to dispense with the prodigious effort re¬ 
quired to supply CHINA via INDIA. Further, the increased flew of supplies 
in conjunction with victorious battle experience may inspire confidence and 
create conditions that will enable the Chinese forces to destroy the Japa¬ 
nese on the Asiatic mainland without large scale American ground oarticipation, 

07 0403 CINCSWPA to CQ RALLIED AIR FORCES ADV ECH. Info CIIKTOA. C0M5THFLT. COMALLILD 

NAVAL FORCES (TOLQSA). ADV ECH GHqI 

CX 57760. In support of DETACHMENT Operation with target date 19 February. 
Commander Allied Air Forces will extend long range searches sectors 5 through 
9 of search plan H and when effective sectors 5 through 10 of Search Plan J 
to maximum practicable distance during the period D-10 to D plus 10. Continue 
strikes on FORMOSA airfields during this period with increasing intensity 
as practicable. On D plus 9 and D plus 10 strike FORMOSA airfields to cover 
fast carrier strikes on and retirement from the NANSEI SH0T0. Commander 5th 
Fleet's Op Plan 13-44. Action addressee acknowledge. MacArthur. 

07 0455 CTNCPOA ADV Up to C0H5THFLKET Info DEPC0M20THAF. CTF 58. ALL TG COMDRS TF 53 . 

Your 050432. In the event that the 21st Bomber Command does not strike on D-4 
it will strike on D-3 using 1 of the following alternatives. A. If clear 
weather is predicted at TOKYO proceed to TOKYO and strike target 357 if 
visual bombing possible. If radar bombing then becomes necessary bomb radar 
area bounded by Lat 35 degrees 38 minutes - 35 degrees 45 minutes and Long 139 
degrees 43 jninutes - 139 degrees 52 minutes between 1430 and 16305. B. If 
clear weather is predicted at NAGOYA and not at TOKYO strike target 193 
NAGOYA. C. If overcast is predicted at both places strike radar area as in 
A. Para. For NAGOYA area in event 21 BomCom does not strike D plus 4 it 
will strike D plus 5 target 193 if visual bombing possible. In event radar 
bombing becomes necessary bomb radar area in the city of NAGOYA bounded by 
Lat 35 degrees 04 minutes - 35 degrees 13 minutes and Long 136 degrees 50 
minutes - 136 degrees 59 minutes between 1430 and I 63 OK. Should TOKYO be open 
on D plus 4 a orimary target that area will be attacked. No deferment to 
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OZ 0455 CINCPOA ADV HQ to C0M5THFLSET - ETC. (CONT'D) 


above olans will be made unless weather conditions at home base necessitate. 

You will be notified of any change not later than 0730 K on D-3 for TOKYO 
area and 0/30 K on D dIus 4 for NAGOYA area* The foregoing decisions were 
reached after thorough consideration of your 050432 also of desirability 
concentrating attack effort and unsuitability air frame plant 1544 as a radar 
target. 

07 0306 CINC BPF to C0M7THFLT Info C INC PAG ADV HQ. CSWP REAR. COM NOB LEYTE. RAFT . 

Plans for forthcoming operation include use of LEYTE GULF by British Pacific 
Fleet service force, though this is dependent on BPF being assigned to Cincpac 
by Cominch. On the assumption that this assignment will in fact be made, 

I would like to send a small oarty of officers to LEYTE at an early date to 
discuss use of anchorage with ComNOB LS¥?S and his staff. Please advise if 
you concur and convenient date for visit. 

07 0617 CINCPOA ADV HQ to CINCSWPA Info COMINCH. C0M7THFLT. C0M5THFLT . 

(ULTRA) -- 

i^y 060758. My appraisal of enemy naval capabilities in Southwest Pacific 
Area follows. Ultra discloses Jap Southern Arny plans for evacuation of 
46th Division (BIMA) plus elements of 5th (T0EAL) and 4&th (DILI) Divisions 
to SURABAYA with naval cooperation and subsequent movement to MALAYA indicated. 
Believe above transportation commencing soon and extending until possibly 
April. On 21 January CinC Combined Fleet assigned #2 Diversion Attack Force 
(ISE, HYUGA, ASHIGARA, HAGUR0, 0Y0D0 plus about 5 destroyers) to CinC South¬ 
west Area Fleet and the next day latter commander assigned the #2 Diversion 
Attack Force to the Western Force. On February 4 CinC Combined Fleet deleted 
the #2 Diversion Attack Force suggesting its abolishment as a combined fleet 
tactical unit and assigned the Western Force and North of AUSTRALIA Force 
to the tactical command of Commander Southern Army Field Marshal Count 
TERAUCHI. These assignments stripped CinC Southwest Area Fleet of oractically 
all his commands except minor naval forces afloat and ashore in the PHILIPPINES, 
Previously the high naval air commands of the PHILIPPINES had withdrawn their 
headquarters to FORMOSA. Evacuation of air crews and ground personnel from 
LUZON by air and submraine is in progress. The Jap Army's dissatisfaction 
with the Jap Navy's failure to prevent U.S. landings in FHILIPPInjss is well 
established. A naval shakeup in command is reflected by the assignment of 
a new CinC 2nd Southern Expeditionary Force and the indicated detachment of 
the Comdr #2 Diversion Attack Force plus the suspicion that CinC Southwest 
Area Fleet may have been relieved of his post. The overwater movement of 
large numbers of troops in small craft under the reduced Jap air strength 
available in face of Allied submarine menace and the acknowledged threat of 
British Task Force raids against JAVA and SUMATRA will probably result in 
utilization of naval units for escort and cover and possibly to augment avail¬ 
able transnortation. Japanese Army and Naval air units and naval anti-sub¬ 
marine escort units are engaged in intensified anti-submarine measures covering 
vital convoys along the CHINA Coast from SINGAPORE to the Enpire. An unidenti¬ 
fied command on 5 February made inquiry as to amounts of aviation gasoline in 
drums and in tonnage, also numbers of personnel, that could be carried aboard 
ISE, HYUGA and ASHIGARA, also amount of aviation gasoline in drums that 
could be carried by destroyers KASUMI, ASASHIM0 and HATSUSHIM0. It is esti¬ 
mated therefore that the eneny naval commander will be incapable of utilizing 
naval surface forces under his command to attempt to interfere with our supply 
line to LUZON. Signed NIMITZ. 
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08 0121 C0M7THFLT to CINCSWPA LEYTE & LUZON Info COMINCH. CINCPOA . 

An increasing volume of requests are being received direct by Com7thFleet 
and ComdrAllied Naval Forces Southwest Pacific Area and by his subordinates^ 
Particularly CNB MANUS, From CinC British Fleet for facilities and services. 
Among these are requests for provision at MANUS of Headquarters for CinCBIT, 

Of airfields and facilities and the allocation of ground areas for the con¬ 
struction and installation of accomodations for 14,000 men supoly and fuel 
deoots, barracks, docks, etc. It is requested I be informed earliest orac- 
ticable of status of BPF with respect to CANF and Com7thFleet. Proper com¬ 
munications and correspondence channels and extent of my responsibility and 
authority with resoect especially to provision of naval shore facilities 
in SWPA. Para, The nr'esent load bn MANUS for support of SWPA naval and 
naval air activities requires early decision with respect to nature and ex¬ 
tent of transfer to BFF of existing facilities or of new construction to be 
undertaken for or by BPF. 

08 0713 CINC PAC ADV HQ to CINC BPF Info CQSJINCH, CJNCSVPA. C0M7THFLT, 

l^r 080710. As soon as your next operations are decided upon please advise 
me of any arrangements desired for use of anchorages, shore facilities, fuel, 
etc. in order that I make them accordance NF-1 which has been approved by 
Cominch. 

07 2020 COMINCH (ADMIN) to CINCPOA ADV HQ . 07 1602 COMINCH TO COMINCH (ADMIN ) 

British Task Force not available your 070626 for ICEBERG first phase. 

08 0314 CINCSWPA to CINCPOA, C0H7THFLT. Info GHQ SWPA. COMINCH. 

CAX-50326. In view of Para 2 of your 060758 providing strategic naval cover 
of LINGAYEN base I have directed 7th Fleet to comply with request of Para 4 
all these ships and all others which have oarticipated in the ooerations have 
performed splendidly and fully maintained the highest traditions of the Navy. 

I am very oroud and grateful to have had their invaluable assistance in this 
vital campaign. 

09 0525 CINCPAC ADV HQ to COMAIRPAC. COMISTCARTASKFOR.Info C0M5THFLT. CINCPOA PEARL . 
COHCARDIV 7 . 

ComAirPac 131938, January. Request recommendations of addressees covering 
assignment of carriers to night group and training duty during ICEBERG. Views 
of info addressees will be welcomed. 

09 0824 CINCPAC ADV HQ to CCMINCH & CNO Info CQM3&DFLT. CQMBATRON 2 . 

Your 062242. Following paraphrase report of informal investigation conducted 
by V.Adm Lee as directed by Cincpac. On 16 Jan 1945 (E* Long, date) TF 38 
struck shipping, aircraft and installations CHINA Coast from HONGKONG to HAINAN, 
Fighter aircraft from USS HANCOCK attacked seaplane hangar and base installa¬ 
tions in Portuguese territory in MACAO. This target was assigned to TG 38.2 
and specifically to HANCOCK for observation and "blanketing". On 13 Jan 1945 
CTG 38.2 with concurrence Com3rdFlt and CTF 38 sent dispatch to HANCOCK as 
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09 0824 CINCPAC ADV HQ to COMINCH & CNO. info CCM3RDFLT. COHBATRON 2 . (CONT'D) 


follows: "Since MACAO is owned by neutral PORTUGAL brief all pilots that no 
attacks are to be made on MACAO or shipping within 2 miles thereof unless Jap 
aircraft or shipping are on MACAO or in those waters in which case attacks 
will be limited to those aircraft and ships. Pilots will inspect MACAO for 
aircraft but will not fly over it". The intention of CTG 38.2 was to prohibit 
attacks against seaplane base at I. LAC AO unless enemy air activity observed 
thereon. Because of incomplete briefing of pilots on the HANCOCK as to the 
intended meaning of desnatch quoted above their understanding was not to 
fly over or attack MACAO, its harbor facilities or shipping therein but to 
observe from a distance and that the seaplane base about 2^ miles from MACAO 
had been definitely and unconditionally assigned for attack. On day of attack 
no enemy activity was observed on or near seaplane base MACAO. Details of 
attacks all by FightRon 7 are as follows all 16 Jan 1945. 0900 5 fighters 

strafed seaplane hangar. 0930 7 fighters strafed .and fired seaplane hangar; 
strafed revetments. 0940 5 fighters strafed seaplane hangar. 1530 4 fighters 
strafed burnt out hangar and apparent gasoline stations. The gun camera film 
record of above attacks are renorted to have.been destroyed by bomb explosion 
on HANCOCK 22 Jan 1945. 

09 2141 COMINCH & CNO to CINCBPF Info CINCPOA BOTH HO. CCM7THFLT. CINCSV/PA . 

Information from Commander 7th Fleet indicates that various officers of the 
Royal Navy are seeking to make major logistic arrangements with him direct. 

I assume that in accord with NF-1 you will deal with administrative arrange¬ 
ments with, by or through Cincpoa. 

09 2141 COMINCH & CNO to CINCPOA ADV HQ . 

Com7thFlt 080121 referred to you for such action as may be necessary and 
aopro Dilate. 

10 0850 ADV GHQ SffPA to CINCPOA Info COMINCH.CNO. CANF. CG FEAF. CINCBPF. GHQ LEYTE . 

CAX 50405. Subject is British Pacific Fleet's operations and use of SWPA fa¬ 
cilities and personnel as requested in CinCBPF 030223 GCT of 5 Februaiy to me 
copy not to you paraphrased "Approval expected shortly for facilities includ¬ 
ing air strip to establish a naval air base at MANUS including tented camp 
site for 1500 men for which will require construction and maintenance person¬ 
nel. Request confirmation of release of RAAF works squadrons or Austfalian 
engineer personnel who have been approached and concur in this request being 
passed to you required to establish base by 6 March" end of paraphrase. Also 
CinCBPF 310537 of 3 February to me copy not to you paraphrased "Approval is 
requested for CinCBPF to communicate directly with Command General FEAF re¬ 
garding the following problems. (A) Providing protection f rom the air of the 
bases and lines of communications of the BPF, (B) air formation training of 
the fleet in company with air, (C) use of-facilities of air transport services 
for the BPF. End of paraphrase. Concur in Commander 7th Fleet 080121 of 8 
February 45. Facilities and personnel SWPA allocated to fullest extent in 
support of present and future operations. In consonance with serial OOOI 69 
letter of 19-20 December 1944 and Commander in Chief and CNO 162021 GCT to 
CinCBPF, believe requests for use of facilities and direct communication 
should follow the defined chain of command. 0 n n 
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U 0151 COMINCH to CINCPOA ADV HQ Info CINCPAC PEARL HQ. COM5THFLT. C0M3RDFLT . 

Consider it advisable that so far as possible participation of CoinNavGroup 
CHINA matters of nature your 100535- be handled by assignment of straight¬ 
forward tasks in such form that puroose is not disclosed to him. To avoid 
revealing purpose in pertinent future messages to ComNavGroup CHINA substi¬ 
tute corainch for Joint Security Control in addees, Cominch will deliver 
such messages to Joint Security Control who have this by hand, My 301923 
Jan not to nor needed by all also refers, 

08 1956 MARSHALL to SULTAN. RICHARDSON. WEDERMEYER Info HARMON. LEMAY. RAMEY passed 

to ISCOMS GUAM. SAIPAN. TINIAN Info CIMCPOA BOTH HQ. 

WARY 33285, Now the War Department directs that the Commanding General, 

United States Army Forces INDIA-BURMA take the necessary action to orepare 
for movement and to move the 58 Bombardment Wing (VH) and component unit's as 
hereinafter indicated from INDIA-BURMA Theater to Pacific Ocean Areas in ac¬ 
cordance with the following: Para . Part 1, References: (A) War Deoartment 
letter AG 270,5 (25 June 43) 0B—S—SFM0T—E—M, 30 June 43, Subject: Assignment 
of Shipment Numbers to overseas commanders, Para. (B) War Department letter 
AG 370,5(23 June 43) 0B-W-E-M, 30 June 43, subject: Procedure concerning 
movement of Troops Overseas, Para, Part 2. Personnel: (A) 1st Water 
Echelon: (1) 2275 personnel of the 58 Wing will be prepared for departure 
CALCUTTA on or about 22 February destination TINIAN, (Total personnel in 
this echelon plus additional maintenance and staff personnel carried in unit 
aircraft should be comparable by SSN to the retained air and ground echelons 
of the 315 Wing remaining in the United States to support unit aircraft, 
(Complete breakdown of SSNS being forwarded under separate cover), Para, (2) 
2864 personnel will be prepared for departure from CALCUTTA on or about 22 
February destination GUAM consisting by units as follows: Headquarters and 
Headquarters Squadron 58 Wing 3 officers, 10 enlisted men; ground echelons 
2 headquarters and headquarters squadrons Bomb Grouo each 2 officers, 16. 
enlisted men; ground echelon 6 Bomb Squadrons each 6 officers, 197 enlisted 
men; 2 photo labs Bomb Groun each 1 officer, 20 enlisted men; 2 Air Service 
Groups each 44 officers, 3 warrant officers, 667 enlisted men; 338 Signal 
Company Wing 8 officers, 119 enlisted men. Para (ft 2nd Water Echelon: 

3070 personnel consisting by units as follows will be prepared for departure 
to GUAM with readiness date in April: Hdqtrs & Hdqtrs Sqdns Bomb Group each 
2 officers, 16 enlisted men; Ground Echelons 6 Bomb Sqdns each 6 officers, 

197 enlisted men; 2 Photo Labs Bomb Group each 1 officer, 20 enlisted men; 

2 Air Service Groups each 44 officers, 3 warrant officers, 667 enlisted men; 

2nd AAF Combat Camera Unit 9 officers, 23 enlisted men; 1903 Ordnance Am¬ 
munition Co. 6 officers, 173 enlisted men; Ground Echelon Flight C 1st Recon¬ 
naissance Squadron 10 officers, 85 enlisted men; link Trainer operators 40 
enlisted men; total 3070 personnel; 155 officers, 6 warrant officers, 2909 
enlisted men, Para (C). The 1st Air and Flight Echelon (90 B29s, 2 B24s and 
5 F13s) of the 58 Wing consisting of: Wing Hdqtrs 40 officers, 2 warrant 
officers, 66 enlisted men; Flight C, 1st Fhoto Reconnaissance Sqdn 30 officers, 
60 enlisted men; 2 Ground Hdqtrs each 20 officers, 1 warrant officer, 19 
enlisted men; 6 Bomb Squadrons each consisting of 100 officers, 142 enlisted 
men; total 710 officers, 4 warrant officers and 1016 enlisted men >111 arrive 
at 315 Wing bases at TINIAN beginning 1 April. Unit aircraft to be loaded 
with combat crew and 7 maintenance or staff personnel. Regulation of the 
flow of aircraft in accordance with the completion dates of airfields on 
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08 1956 MARSHALL to SULTAN. RICHARDSON. WEDELLEYER. ETC. (CONT'D) 

TINIAN will be accomplished by direct communication between the 21 Bomber 
Command, the 20 Bomber Command. Para (D). The 2nd Flight and Air Echelon 
(90 B29s) of the 58 Wing consisting of BomWing Hdqtrs personnel 20 officers, 

20 enlisted men; 2 Group Hdqtrs, each 20 officers, 1 warrant officer^' 19 
enlisted men; 6 Bomb Squadrons, each 100 officers, 150 enlisted men; total 
660 officers, 2 warrant officers, and 958 enlisted men, will arrive at 
TINIAN beginning 1 May subject to the regulation established in the preceding 
paragraph. Para (E). The totals of personnel for each unit indicated within 
echelons are considered only as a guide to indicate totals of personnel that 
can be moved within the means indicated. Any adjustment between units and 
within echelons (air or ground) is authorized consistent with the mission 
2>f the nersonnel and the condition of the bases upon arrival. Para (F). 

The headquarters 20 Bomber Command and the balance of its assigned units 
composing the 3rd echelon will be the subject of a separate directive, 1 
June 45 is established as a readiness date. Para* Part 3« Equipment: (A) 
Personnel of each echelon moving by water will be accompanied by heavy tentage 
and minimum essential equipment as outlined in POM including such authorized 
hand tools as transportation facilities will permit. Para (B). Complete 
tables of equipment, tables of basic allowanced and special lists of equip¬ 
ment irresoective of qualifying remarks indicated in applicable equipment 
tables will be processed and oacked for overseas shipment. Tentative dead¬ 
line at port for organizational equipment of the 1st echelon is 1 March and 
for the 2nd echelon is 1 April sending receipt of unloading schedule from 
Commanding General Pacific Ocean Areas requested in 4 B below. The Command¬ 
ing General INDIA-BUHMA will establish final equioment readiness dates, 

Para (C). Commanding General INDIA BURMA will authorize the §8 7/ing to ship 
on vessels nominated for the movement of cargo of each echelon of the 5® 

Wing, such extra items of equipment accumulated in excess of tables of equip¬ 
ment and tables of Basic Allowances from special projects (except theater 
projects), special issues and such critical spare parts as deemed advisable 
using space available remaining after loading cargo specified in the pre¬ 
ceding paragraph. Para ^D). Based on appropriate tables of equipment and 
tables of basic allowances, it is estimated that the 1st Water Echelon will 
have 3700 long tons and 23300 measurement tons (garble) including 1083 ve¬ 
hicles. The 2nd Water Echelon will have 3700 long tons and 23700 measure¬ 
ment tons including 1089 vehicles. These estimates are based on provisions 
of paragraph 3 B above. Para (E) A radio report will be rendered by the 
Commanding General INDIA BURMA Theater to the War Department by 20 February 
with a copy to Commanding General Pacific Ocean Areas giving theater estimate 

for each echelcbn to _include (group missing); (1) Total weight in 

long tons and measurement tons. (2) Number of vehicles by type and model. 
Para. Part 4* Transportation: (A) The Chief of Transportation, Aray Ser¬ 
vice Forces, will: (1) Furnish transportation (group missing) to accomplish 
the above movement and take the necessary steps to coordinate the movement 
with overseas theaters. Para (2). Designate personnel shipping by radio 
immediately for the 1st Water Echelon. Para (3). Nominate cargo shipping 
upon receint of information required by 3 E above and 4 B below. Para (B). 

The Commanding General Pacific Ocean Areas will upon receint of information 
in 3 E above advise the War Department with copy to the Commanding General 
United States Army Forces INDIA BURMA Theater of the unloading echelon 
during which the cargo for the 1st 'Water Echelon and of the 2nd Water Echelon 
may be accepted at GUAM. For planning purposes this date has been accepted 
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08 1956 MARSHALL to SULTAN. RICHARDSON. YffiDELIEYPIR. ETC . (CONT’D) 

as approximately 1 May for the 1st Echelon and as approximately 1 June for 
the 2nd Echelon. Para (C). Commanding General, INDIA BURMA Theater vdll by 
radio to the War Department nominate the port of loading for troops in the 
2nd Water Echelon based upon the troop ship schedule in WARX 21332 January 
16. Loading time to be between 1 April and 1 May 1945. Para. Part 5. 

Other Instructions: (A) Troops come under control of the Commanding General 
Army Service Forces (Chief of Transportation) upon embarkation and pass to 
the control of the Commanding General Pacific Ocean Areas upon debarkation. 

Para (B). The Commanding General U.S. .Army Forces CHINA Theater will provide 
such assistance as is required for SXPOK RU E aircraft of the flight echelons 
as outlined in 2C and 2D through bases in CHINA. Para (C). Operational 
radios implementing this directive will be classified secret. Para (D). f 
Vaccination against bubonic plague will be effected prior to this movement 
or enroute. Para (E). Direct communication between theater commanders is 
authorized. Para. Part 6. Report: (A) In addition to reports called for 
above and in references Part 1, the Commanding General U.S. Army Forces 
INDIA BURMA Theater will report by radio to the 'War Department, the Com¬ 
manding General, Pacific Ocean Areas and the intermediate Theater Commander 
(if the vessel will call at an intermediate port) not later than TY/OVCWDB 
hours after NO AR ARRIVE TJE VESSELS the follov.'ing information: (1) Ship 
ENTU numbers and letters of the units. Para (2). Total number of officers 
and enlisted personnel by unit (any female or negro officers and enlisted 
personnel will (group missing) indicated. Para (3). Date of departure. 

Para (4). Port serial number FOAVJNTLY assigned to the vessel. Para (5). 
Estimated time of arrival at an intermediate port (if any) and at destination 
area. (B) Cargo information will be in accordance with section 3 of War 
Department Technical Manual 38-412721 March 44, subject: Standardized supply 
and transportation information from ports of embarkation to overseas theaters. 

11 0921 WEDEMEYER to :.iAC ARTHUR.- NUtlTZ Info MARSHALL . (Rec 1 d via CG FOA 112110) 

Serial CFBX 32812. Both east and west of the Jap held corridor HANK0W-II0NGK0NG 
are large number of Chinese troops and or guerillas from whom supplies are 
not now contemplated in the approved U.S. programs. Para. Potentially 
they can be of great value in resisting further Jap advances, protecting re¬ 
maining air field, disrupting lines of communications and aiding in possible 
future operations. Any equipment would aid them and Jap equipment would be 
particularly appropriate. Para. Logistically, air delivery from LUZON is 
feasible and fast with the further advantage that it will not create a drain 
on our hump lift already stretched to sustain the approved Chinese divisions. 
Para. The question is, what air transportable captured Japanese equipment 
is available, how much and where. All small arms, mortars, light machine 
guns, ammunition therefor and hand grenades are of principle interest to us. 
Para. Will you help us out by speeding the answer. If availability of equip¬ 
ment warrants, we will consider other details of the plan and discuss them 
with you. 
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12 0237 CINC BPF to CINCPAC . 

(PART 1) 

FRASER to NIMlTZ. I find it now a little difficult to understand what is 
haopening. 2.P TY directed by you we are trying to plan for ICEBERG but 
(A) We apparently have not been assigned to any command. (B) I am informed 
that the British Task Force is not available for early stages of ICE3ERG. 

(C) Cominch 092141 Feb. 1945 infers that I should have no communication 
with Com7thFleet. 3» With regard to (C) 

12 0245 Same as above . 

(PART 2) 

the only communication I have had are (l) A oersonal visit on General Mac- 
Arthur's invitation followed by a proposal to attach liaison officers. (2) 

A request to CinC SoWesPac Area for the release of some Australian work 
personnel to assist on airstrip at MANUS. ( 3 ) A request to CinC SoWesPac 
Area to deal direct with Commanding General Far Eastern Air Forces over 
local air matters. (4) Other local questions in AUSTRALIA. 

12 0251 CINC BPF to CINCPAC ADV . 

(PART 3) 

Part 3 final my 1202-51. Such as accommodation in SYDNEY. 4. My only 
object is to try and bring the BPF ihto action on the dates you desired, 
but am beginning to feel a little frustrated. Time is getting short, the 
Fleet is in SYDNEY, and I have as yet no air strip allocations at MANUS. 

5. Can you help and advise me if we are doing wrong. It hardly seems to 
me to be practicable to be based in the command of CinCSWPA area without 
having communication on local matters. 

11 0336 COMLSTCARTASKPORPAC to CINCPAC ADV HQ Info CINCPOA PEARL. COMAIRPAC. CCM- 
CARDIV 7. COMFIFTHFLEET. 

Urdis 090525. Due to time involved recommend retention SARATOGA (CV 3 ) 
for ICEBERG and assign BATAAN (CVL 29) AND INDEPENDENCE (CVL 22) for 
training or retain only ENTERPRISE (CV 6 ) as night carrier for this opera¬ 
tion. CVLs are not suitable for night carrier work and doubt if TIC0NDER0GA 
(CV 14) could be trained or carry her weight as only a night carrier. All 
CVs available will be necessary as day carriers during this operation. 

13 0210 CINCPOA ADV HQ to CINCPOA PEARL HQ Info COMFIFTHFLEET. COMPHIBSPAC.COMGENIO . 

Thesseizure of an island in the DAIT0 SHIMA as a site for a Loran station 
will be eliminated as a feature of current planning. No forces will be 
earmarked for that purpose at. this time except for the Loran equipment 
and its operating personnel which will be held in reserve for use at such 
time as its installation at a suitable site may be accomplished without 
use of important combat units. This cancels Fhase Ill-a of ICEBERG. 
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13 1945 COMINCH & CNO to CINCPAC ADV HQ Info COMTHIRDFLT. COMBATRQN 2 . 

In view circumstances reported your 090824 proceed with investigation 
by Court of Inquiry when convenient. 

14 0110 CIKCPOA ADV HQ to COl'GEN US FORCES CHINA Info C0M5THFLT. CINCSWPA. 

COMMVG-flOUP CHINA. 

To clarify situation in connection your 121439» No copies of my top 
secret serial 0005007 were sent to any agency in CHINA and it is un¬ 
likely that ComNavGroup CHINA has knowledge of its contents. It was 
oaralleled by my 122013 January addressed to you and ComNavGroup 1 s 
170631 signed CHENNAULT understood to be your reply. Para 2. You 
may be assured that my communications concerning forces under your 
command will be addressed direct to you. Para. Reference to serial 
0005007 in my 040144 was improper and it is obvious that loss of 
forward bases makes 14th Air Force unable perform tasks which FIVESOME 
Agreement outlined for 20th Bomber Command. ' 

14 0112 CINCPOA ADV HQ to COMGEN AAFPOA Info COMFY.!)AREA. ISCOU WORKMAN . 

Your 102205. All units of all services stationed at WORKMAN (IWO JIMA) 
must be tinder the military command of the Island Commander. Tactical 
units staging through WORKMAN will remain under the administrative and 
operational control of the organizations to which assigned* The 
Island Commander WORKMAN will be responsible for efficient operation 
of all units of his military command. Desire assignment of units 
mentioned your 102205 be such as to conform to foregoing. 

14 0456 CINCPOA ADV HQ to COMGEM U.S. FORCES CHINA THEATER F.7D ECHELON CHUNGKING 

Info COIAGEN 14 AIR FORCE. COMNAVGROUP CHINA . 

ORANGE Task Force of 2 ISE Class BB, 1 TONE or MOGAMI Class CA and 3 
DD sighted and attacked with undetermined results by SWPA subs and 
planes. Composite of sightings indicates speed about 15 knots. Last 
reported 19-40 N 112-00 E, course. 014, at 0430 (I)(-9) February 14* 
Estimate this force will continue advance through FORMOSA STRAITS 
hugging CHINA Coast. Speed of advance suggests necessity refuelling 
probably between AMOY and G00CH0W. Believe they will continue on to 
homeland after fueling. 

14 0759 CINCPOA ADV HO. to C0M5THFLT. CO 1IIBSPA C. COMGEN 10. CINCPOA PEARL HQ. 
Info COBAIRPAC. COMGENPOA. COMUNPAC. COLS'ERVPAC. COMGENAAFPOA. 

In view of favorable possibilities of development at INDISPENSABLE (IE 
SHIMA) and unfavorable terrain shown by recent reconnaissance of 
KNOWLEDGE (KUME JIMA) the latter will be eliminated from current plan¬ 
ning and Phase Ill-b of ICEBERG is cancelled. 
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14 2220 CEJCPOA ADV HQ, to COMIHCH & CNO . 

Your 132020. The purpose of my 110043 to CinC BPF is to ascertain what 
requests he actually intends to make. See his 030223 quoted in CinCSWPA 
100o50 and para 3(2) of his 120251 which indicate an intention to under- 
take some construction with Australian personnel. 

16 0419 OIF CFO A ADV HQ to CIKCSWPA Info CCFII'CH. GIIIC3FF. CQL7THFLT. C TIHPOA PF./BT. 

CO?: AIRPAC . 

Para 1, CINC BPF 141300x Request aporoval now of the use of MANUS by 
the British Pacific Fleet as an anchorage for the augmentation of United 
States Naval carrier aircraft pools and personnel at MANUS by up to 50 
British carrier aircraft with 4 officers and 131 men. Para 2. ' I will 
withhold any request for establishment of a British Mobile Naval Air Base 
(M0NAB) until receipt of your action on Para 2 of my 110045 and approval 
by the Commander in Chief United States Fleet of the establishment of 
the M0NAB concerned. Para 3* If facilities can be made available 
request also your approval of arrival British Liaison Officer and party 
proposed by para 8 of CinC BFF 141300. 

16 0427 CINCPAC ADV HQ to COMPKl’BSPAC Info C0i.'5THPLT. CJ.iGZNFMFPAC. CIMCPOA PEARL . 

CTG 10.16. CTF 53. CO’ .'FA DARE A. COUH Aw SEAFRON. CTF 56. CTG 56.1. ADCOIIPHIBSP AC 

Schedule of operations following Phase I of ICEBERG require rehabilitation 
of 4th and 5th Marine Divisions in Hawaiian Area rather than in MARIANAS 
following DETACHMENT. Assault TransRons now committed to DETACHMENT w ill 
therefore be employed as follows: (A) 1 TransRon evacuate 3rd MarDiv to 
GUAM after which it will be routed to scheduled mounting point for ICEBERG 
as previously planned, (B) Other 2 TransRons may be used to evacuate 
casualties to MARIANAS ro SoPac and will then be routed to scheduled 
mounting ooints for ICEBERG without being required to evacuate troops. 
Shipping for the evacuation of 4th and 5th UarDivs wild, be provided from 
(A) APA's and AKA’s from 7th Fleet which were scheduled to return PEARL 
for overhaul, (B) AP's and AK's from 7th Fleet which were scheduled to 
return PEARL for garrison shipping, (C) AP’s and AK’s in garrison ship¬ 
ments number 0 and 1, (D) Additional spare APA’s and AKA’s from PEARL 
which will be sailed to forward areas immediately. Para. All of these 
shios except those in (C) above will be concentrated in ULITHI and ENI- 
VET0K to be routed to WORKMAN as directed by you. Actual names of ships 
and arrangement for escorts will be orovided later. Assume that landing 
craft which you leave at WORKMAN for unloading garrison shipments will 
be adequate for the reembarkation of these divisions. Decision as to 
’which Marine RCT will be left at objective prior to the arrival of the 
\ 147 Inf Regt is left to your judgement but this alteration in olan indi¬ 

cates the desirability of selecting 1 RCT from the 3rd MarDiv provided 
it is committed and provided no other factors are presented. 

16 0846 &INCPAC ADM HQ to COMGENFMFPAC Info COMINCH. MARCORPS. CCMPHIBSPAC. COMFrtD- 
Ate A. CaiSOPAC. C0EGENF0A. CO FED ECH FMFPAC . CO SOPAC ECH FMFPAC. C0M1A. 

C0k5THFLT. C0M5THIHIBF0R. CINCPOA PEARL Hi:. 

Reha.bilitation areas mydis 200006 modified as follows (A) Following DETACH¬ 
MENT 1 5th AmFhibCorps 4th and 5th MarDivs return to Hiotaiian area 3rd MarDiv 
return to GUAM (B) Following Phase II ICEBERG 3rd FhibCorps & 6th MarDiv 
to GUM 1st MarDiv to Hawaiian area and 2nd MarDiv to SAIPAN. (C) Following 
Phase III-c ICEBERG 5th FhibCorps with 3d 4th and 5th MarDivs to MILIPPINES 
if facilities are ready otherwise return to previous rehabilitation 
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16 0919 CINCPOA ADV Ily to OINCGRPA Info CC::77HFLT. GTF 77. CCM5TKFLT. CCRPHIBSPAC . 
UIICCRAC PEARL Iiw,. COMGERVRCr 10 . 

Request PORTLAND (CA 33) and MINNEAPOLIS (CA 36) be released in time 
report Cincpac at ULITHI not later than 5 March. 

16 1145 CINCPAC ADV HO to CPUS'RVRON 10 Info CCM5THPLT. CTF 51. PD ULITHI. WEST 

VIRICiNIA (BB48). CTF 54. CCUF.VDAHEA. CTF 52. CTF 53. 

Your 160509. Direct WEST VIRGINIA (BB 48) proceed immediately to 'WORKMAN 
as routed by PD ULITHI at best speed of advance. Select 2 destroyers 
in best operating condition from AURY, MCCALL, GRIDLEY, IZARD to report 
CO WEST VIRGINIA as escorts. CO WEST VIRGINIA advise originator and 
info adees ETA WORKMAN. On arrival report CTF 51 for duty in 5th Fleet. 
Retain escorts until further orders. See CoaPhibsPac 150155 passed 
separately to WEST VIRGINIA. 

16 1112 C0LTG5NAAFP0A to CINCFOA ADV HQ .I 

• 

AAFPOA 0237. Reference is made to our 0119 dated 10 February, and your 
140112 February. In order to clarify status of units in question, recommend 
Cincpoa inform interested agencies as follows: (A) That the primary mission 
of the 347th and 348th Air Service Groups is to support 21 Bomber Command 
operations through and activities in WORKMAN. (B) That to insure most ef¬ 
fective accomplishment of mission of these units ComGenAAFPOA will issue 
orders attaching them to 21 Bomber Command for administration and operations. 
(C) That attachment as provided in (B) above does not affect the overall 
responsibility and authority of ComGen WORKMAN in regard to island defenses, 
general administration and discipline, nor his authority ill emergencies to 
take any action which he considers necessary in keeping with his responsi¬ 
bilities. (D) That command control of these units will be vested in an 
officer designated by ComGen Bomber Command 21. (E) That in the interest 

of economy of effort. Commander Task Force 10,16.1 will deal directly with 
the Commander of combined service troops (ie Bomber Command 21 Commander at 
"WORKMAN as covered in (D) above) in utilizing means in excess of Bomber 
Command 21 requirements to meet overall air requirements at WORKMAN. (F) 

That ComGenAAFPOA will take necessary action to effect detailed implementa¬ 
tion of the above. 



IS 0736 CINCPOA ADV HO. to CINCSY.TA Info CCA i'CHAR CMC). C0M7THFLT. COUGH! PC A. COUGEN- 
FHFPAC. CINCPAC PEARL . 



Due to revision of operational plans it is now considered desirable that 
rehabilitation and staging facilities in the PHILIPPINES for P0A forces in 
accordance with FILBAS Agreement be lade available for units as indicated 
below: (a) For Ar/.y; One corps of 3 Divs with elements arriving as follows: 
Corps troops and 2 Divs about 1 June. Other Div about 15 June, additional ( 
Corps of 3 Divs with elements arx*iving as follows: 1 Div about 30 June, 1 
Div by 10 July. Corps troops by 15 July. 1 other Div by 15 Sept. (B) For 
Marine Corps: fin amphibious Corps of 3 arDivs with elements arriving as 
follows: Depots and rear echelons about 1 July. Combat elements during Aug. 
MyDis 050746 modified accordingly. 
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18 2 351 CQM$THFLT to CINCPAC Info CTF 58. CTF 51 . 

Intend following employment Task Force 58 after DETACHMENT landing support. 
About February 24 and 25 complete our original mission at TOKYO AREA. 

HONSHU February 27 and 28. KYUSHU March 2, 3 and 4. OKINAWA March 4. 

Arrive ULITHI March 8. 

19 0129 C0M5THFLEET to UINCPAC ADV Ii..:. CTF 58. UTG 50.8. CTG 50.5 Info AIL TFC»a 

AND TGC's 5THTLEET. CCK3UBPAC . 

This is Com5tliFleet OpPlan 4-45 for operation termed JAMBOREE. Task 
organization: Task Force 58 less SARATOGA, DesDiv 108. Vice Admiral 
Mitscher. Task Group 50.8 Rear Admiral Beary. Task Group 50.5 Commodore 
Ketchaa. Para. Task Force*58 take air strikes on TOKYO, NAGOYA, KYUSHU 
Areas and strike and photo mission on OKINAWA. Target priorities (l) 

Enemy aircraft (2) Engine and aircraft factories. (3) Shipping and ship¬ 
yards where applicable. Airfield installations are secondary targets 
all strikes. VJW incendiaries and/or Napo. As appears profitable and 
practicable. Carry out follovdng schedule as practicable: F-2 Day depart 
TWO JIMA area fully fueled. Approach TOKYO by route to eastward of NANPO 
SHOTO. F Day, F plus 1 strike TOKYO area from vicinity of latitude 
34-00 N 141-20E. netire night of F plus 1 to rendezvous with replenish¬ 
ment unit of Task Group 50.8 at 1000 K (-10) F plus 2 in latitude 28-30N 
Longitude 141-30 E fuel and replace aircraft. Proceed to arrive dawn F 
plus 3 at launching position approximately Lat 32-30 N long 137-30 E for 
strike on NAG0YA-K0BE area F plus 3 and F plus 4* Rendezvous with unit 
of Task Group 50.8 at 1000 K(-10) F plus 5 in Lat 38-00 N Long 140-00 E. 

Fuel and replace aircraft. Carry out strike and movement schedule of 
Annex K to CTF 58 OpOrder 1-45 with KYUSHU strikes F plus 6, F plus 7 
F plus 8 and strike and photo mission on OKINAWA F plus 8. Rendezvous 
with Task Group 50.8 unit 0700 K(-10) F plus 10 in Lat 22-50 N, Long 139-OOE. 
Fuel and replace aircraft, Proceed to arrive ULITHI F plus 12 for upkeep 
until required for ICEBERG Operation. CTF 58 modify fueling and strike 
schedule as circumstances require informing CTG 50.8. nake request to 
Cincpac info CoraBubPac for desired lifeguard submarines and zone notices. 
Through Cincpac 21st Borneo* is requested strike Empire targets with full 
strikes as often as practicable hitting same targets as Task Force 58 
when visual bombing possible alternate targets when only radar boobing 
possible and also continue weather and heckling missions maximum possible 
throughout period of operation Cincpac also requested arrange maximum 
possible weatner reports fro* SiYPA and submarines particularly vicinity 
NANSEI SHOTO. Empire and at sea. Para. CTG 50.8 direct Task Unit com¬ 
posed of 12 A0, available CVE, 4 ATF, appropriate escort conform to fuel 
and aircraft replenishment schedule of preceding paragraph or as modified 
<&ua by CTF 58. Furnish ATF rescue units as directed by CTF 58. When not 

engaged in Task Force 58 replenishment 1 opemSaons operate in area BUMPER 
FAMBELT MANIFOLD WHEEL until F+4 and areas BATTERY ENGINE HOUSING VALVE 
F plus 6 through F plus 9* Para. Task Grouo 50.5 as soon as staging 
facilities available 1.70 JIMA for PB4Y's search for and destroy picket 
a j boats in advance of Task Force 58. Para Xray. F Day is 1st day of 

TOKYO strike and wall be set by dispatch. For planning purposes F Day 
is tentatively 24 February. This plan effective upon receiot for plan¬ 
ning and will be olaced in effect by dispatch for execution. Para. 
Communications CentCom 2. Com5thFleet at present in INDIANAPOLIS with 
Task Force 51. 
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19 0701 CINC BPF to CINCPAC ADY HA . 

NE-.ITZ ONLY . Part 1 ray 190725 (ATF 113). The following BIT movements are 
planned. Fast Carrier Task Force (accompanied by a tanker group consist¬ 
ing of 4 AO 2 CVE 1 AF. oth -larch - 13th arch at MANUS. 16th March - 
19th March at ULITHI, BTF 112 (Fleet Train) 1st March onwards - units of 
the Fleet Train arrive AD RE ANUS. 19 th March onwards - certain units of 
the Fleet Train arrive LEYTE, where it is planned to replenish the fleet 
19 0715 after its first period of operations. Fart 2. In the absence of other 
(Part 2) instructions I am continuing with these movements as far as MANUS in 
case there should be reconsideration as to our talcing part in Phase I 
of ICEBERG. In any case you will realize how important it is not to 
keep the fleet inactive at SYDNEY for a prolonged period. 3. At MANUS 
there are few British facilities and you will equally understand how 
desirable it is that the fleet should be actively employed within a 
reasonable time. 4. I an also most anxious to establish ny MONAD 
which is now on its way to MANUS. This forms the subject of a separate 
19 0720 signal. 5. I am regarding you as my Commander in Chief although the 
(Part 3) complicated state of assignment does not make our relative positions 

quite clear and on this assumption I am not comnunieating vdth Admiralty 
or Corainch on the question of my assignment. Request your advice. 6 . I 
would request your general approval of the foregoing or alternatively 
19 0725 your other instruction. Part 4 . Should you consider it desirable I 
(Part 4) would also be grateful if you would represent the position to Cominch 
and ask that we might be assigned to your area at least for the start 
of ICEBERG if this is likely to take place before any operation for 
which we might be required in the Southwest Pacific Area. 

1 19 2306 CINCPAC ADY m to COLIINCH . 

NIMITZ ONLY . NIKETZ TO KING. Ref CinCBFF 190701-190715-190720-190725 
separately passed. I am without information as to prospective operations 
BPF. In order to assist as far as possible in readying them for whatever 
employment may be required I propose unless otherwise directed to approve 
his 190715 as requested in his 190720. Early clarifications of status 
BPF will be most helpful to both nyself and Fraser. 

18 0613 CINCBFF to CINCPAC ADV HO Info CINCSOWESPAC. CCM7THFLT . 

Part 1 of my 180619. Communications requirements at MANUS. References 
1 my 141300 Feb. 2 my 070347 Feb. During the period before the Fleet moves 
forward from MANUS ROE operations HMS T 0THIAN will act as W/T base ship es¬ 
tablishing a fixed service with BELC0NNEN W/T as in reference 2. 3. When 

the Fleet moves forward from MANUS HMS LOTHIAN will also leave. Fixed 
service will be discontinued and there will be no British W/T base ship at 
this period facilities are required(A)For the Liaison officer (short title 
18 0619 BN0) to establish ( Part 2 ray 18U619 ) 1 small portable transmitter ashore 
(Part 2) and 3 receivers to operate a British oort wave and to copy BELC0NNEN FOX 

FOX radio sets will be provided. (B) For passing British traffic on exist¬ 
ing fixed circuits maintained by radio MANUS. Existing US visual shore 
stations to instal a small telephone exchange for the use of the SBN0. 
Equipment for this will be provided but assistaned with installation and the 
provision of the lines to US exchanges is requested. 4. To assist in imple¬ 
menting the above British communication personnel will be lent where neces¬ 
sary to ComNavBase and the numbers in Para 8 reference 1 should be increased 
by 1 officer and 20 ratings 51 additional Quonset hut will be 
accomodate radio sets, teleohone exchange and communication. 


requi^edj ,tq 
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19 0743 CINGBPF to CINCPAC ADV HQ Info CIUCSSJPA. C0M7THFLT. CINCPOA PEARL. COT-AIRPAC 

COlINOH. 


This is part 1 my 190801. For information with regard to Para 2 of your 
160419 (2) A Mobile Naval Air Base (.MONAB,) was designated to MANUS in the 
belief that the Cominch's acceotance of NF-1 carried with it an acceptance 
in orinciple of Para 2 of NF-1. (3) BEL! present nosition of this MONAB is 
as follows: (A) Its equioment in SS CLAN MACAULSY is on its way via PANAMA 
and is due at MANUS on March 11th. (B) Its personnel are due F EOIACDM by 
18th February and are planned to take passage in EMPIRE ARQUE BUS to arrive 
19 0801 MANUS by 11th March. Part 2 final. (4) If the MONAB equipment cannot be 
(Part 2) landed in MANUS it will be necessary to divert this ship to AUSTRALIA 

where her other cargo must be off loaded. This will entail a considerable 
delay in the final establishment of the MONAB. (5) It is believed that the 
early establishment of air facilities in MANUS will considerably increase 
the operational effectiveness of the BritPacFleet in whichever area the 
latter may eventually be assigned. 


19 1320 CTF 51 to CCM5THFLT. Info CINCPAC BOTH HQ. ALL TFC'S FIFTH FLEET . 


to 


Summary number 2 191300 K. RCTS 28, 25, 27, 28, and 2 Tank Battalions com¬ 
pleted landing by 1600. RCT R OCSIX (2o?) landed 2 battalions by 1800. 

4 battalions artillery ashore by that time. Para. Initial landing waves 
met slight opposition but heavy mortar and artillery fire soon developed 
on the beaches and boat lanes with some fire in LST area. Enemy fire was 
particularly severe on BLUE and YELLGV beaches and developed greatly in 
intensity during the day the fire coming principally from the high ground 
on right flank although heavy opposition from pillboxes in the vicinity 
of airfield No. 1 was encountered. Some land mines were reported inshore 
of several of the beaches. Para. At least 11 probably more LVT's and tanks 
were destroyed by enemy fire. Para. The 5th MarDiv advanced rapidly across 
the island and captured the southern end of airfield No. 1 against light 
opposition and swung their left flank to the left but were held up by strong 
positions and fire along the edge of SURIBACHI MOUNTAIN. Losses of the $th 
MarDiv were light to moderate. Opposition to the advance of the 4th MarDiv 
across the open slopes to airfield No. 1 was severe and heavy casualties 
were incurred from mortar and machine gun fire. Average was about 30 per¬ 
cent results . YELLOW 2 Beach party suffered 60 percent casualties. Para. 
Both divisions dug in for the night beginning about 1600. At 1800 our 
lines generally ran from TA 132 I to 147 L thence along west coast to 163 M 
thence through I 64 KR GAP 164 XY 165 UGHDE I 83 UVW 166 CE . Our tanks 
are deployed in the vicinity of the airfield and TA 165 IM. Para. 

CVAKEUSNC lines along airfield and right flank considered insecure. Para. 
Intelligence information indicates enemy concentrating for counter attack 
during darkness. Para. Expect to resume advance at 0800 K(-10) on 20th. 
Para. Propaganda were dropped by 1214. Beach conditions in YELIDW BEACH 
were unfavorable for movement of vehicles. Beaches GREED and RED were 
organized and receiving equipment and supplies during afternoon. Several 
boats broached and lost during AY . oara. Reports of troop casualties not 
yet received. By 1730 1230 wounded had been passed through hospital LST*S. 
Para. Very heavy naval gunfire and air bombing were continued throughout 
the day in effort to destroy well concealed enemy field artillery mortar 
and machine guns but so far with meager results. More heavy anti aircraft 
batteries and nearly all coast defense guns were apparently destroyed prior 
to H Hour. Strong illumination harassing and counter battery fire are 
planned for tonight. Para. Heavy enemy anti aircraft fire appeared only 
a few times during the day but medium and light was intense but inaccurate. 


—PnrvMnned 
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19 1320 CTF 31 (SUMMARY NO, 2 - COST'D ) 

2 planes were shot down 1 a TBM v.'ith 5th MarDiv observer from RUDYERD BAY 
and 1 0S2U from TENNESSEE no survivors. At 1635 BUNKER HILL TBM reported 
making a forced landing off the north coast but search failed to find it. 
Press PBM of VFM 26 in landing at 1645 seriously damaged its tail surfaces 
which require renewal. Para. HAMLIN will arrive 20th. Delayed report 
shews BLESSMAN (APD 48) bombed by enemy plane 182115. At 100 feet altitude 
hit possible by 2 bombs all power lost shins company IB dead B missing 6 
wounded. UDT 15 17 dead 22 wounded. On same night about 2130 GAMBLE (DM1$ 

hit by bomb or plane both fire rooms out leakage under control crew removed 
except 25. Will tow these vessels to SAIPAN. Para. During day LSHs UHFY 
IMS 74, 211 and 323 were hit by enemy mortar fire and suffered major damage. 
No reoort on oersonnel casualties. Will to?/ to SAIPAN. Para. Summary showi 
of the 12 LCI(G)s in action against enemy on 17th, 10 were hit by gunfire 
while covering UDT ooerations LCI(G) 474 sunk and 438. 441. 449, 450, 457 
466 , 4 9, 471 badly damaged. Para. CHESTER and ESTES in collision at I 9 O 0 OO 
K. POMDKW W ESTES DISHECCUFAXMD holed but repaired ship operational. 

CHESTER badly damaged starboard nropellor. Tail shift possibly broken. 

Being sent to SAIPAN to ComServRon 10 for repairs. 

* 19 2025 CTF 58 to .CINCPAC BOTH HQ Info CO '3UBSPAC. C0M5THFI.T. COM TG OF TF 58 . 

Com5thFleet 190129 Operation JAMBOREE and ray OoOrder 1045 Annex J. Life¬ 
guard subs requested as follows all dates inclusive. Stations listed in 
order of priority. TOKYO F to F plus 1. STATIONS* 1, 2, new station 
designated 1A bearing even days 030 distance 30 miles from reference point 
H-5* Odd days bearing 010 distance 30 miles from H-5, 3, 4* NAGOYA subs 
F plus 2 to F plus 4. Stations SWD j 7, 8. KYUSHU subs F plus 4 to F dIus 
3. Stations 11, 12, 13, 14, 15,”l^. OKINAWA F plus 5 to F Plus 8. Sta- 
■ tions 18, 17, lo, 12, 13. Changed in abetfe requirements will be anticipated 
whenever possible. Recommended changes in zone classification. Kennel air 
surface F minus 2 through F plus 3. Basement air surface F minus 2 through 
F plus 6. Furnace east of Longitude 140-00 Joint F thru F plus 2. Furnace 
west of Longitude 139-00 Joint F plus 2 thru F plus 5. Garage air surface 
F plus 1 thru F plus 9* Stove Joint F plus 2 thru F plus 5. Windpipe and 
Pantry air surface F plus 2 thru F plus 11. Roaster Joint F plus 4 thru 
F plus 8. East Abandon East Ablaze East Abduct Joint F plus 4 thru F 
\ olus 9. Closet air surface F plus 3 thru F plus 10. Cupboard air surface 
\ F plus 5 thru F plus 10. Chtngtchyard air surface F plus 4 XFGU F plus 9. 
Corridor and Entrance remain Joint Zones and Stable remains air surface. 

19 2308 CINCPAC ADV HQ to C0M5THFLT. 

Reviewing your OpPlan 4-45 in connection movement schedule your OpPlan 1-45 
shows that carrier force will have only 7 days at anchor if feoth are carried 
out. Do you consider 7 days adequate or do you contemplate eliminating or 
shortening of some strikes now planned for oeriod L minus 14 to L Day. It 
is agreeable to me to leave those questions unanswered until JAMBOREE is 
underway but consider that they must be answered sooner or later. I do 
not desire to delay ICEBERG. 
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20 0349 CQM5THFLT to CINCPAC VIA RDO GU.A2-T Info CTF 51. CTF 53 . 

Turner advises considerable uncertainty existed latter part of January 
as to whether 24th Corps could meet ICEBERG date. Request date Corns 
can definitely meet. Any delay affects current plans of CTF 51 and 58 
for DETACHMENT. 

20 0600 CTF 51 to C0M5THFLT Info CINCPAC BOTH HQ, ALL TFC'S FIFTHFTKKT . 

Summary number 3 201200 K (—10). Occasional accurate bursts of enemy 
artillery and mortar fire on beaches during night. About 200230 K enemy 
numbering 1000 counter attacked down airfield No. 1 against right no the 
5th HarDiv but attack broken up by RCT 27 at 200345 K. Some supplies landed 
during night. 2 cruisers 11 DD delivered illumination harassing and destruc¬ 
tive fires during night. Para. After strong naval and air bombardment our 
attack commenced about 0845 K against very strong enemy opposition includ¬ 
ing intense artillery and mortar fire. At 1200 K our lines from air appeared 
to be from TA 132M to 132F thence along coast to 18 0Y thence through 182U 
165B 182X 183X To 166E. Para. Many wrecked boats LVT's DUKW's and engineer 
equipments along beaches YELLOW and BLUE. Due to gunfire and soft sand 
YELLCW and BLUE were closed and traffic concentrated on ©ESN and RED. 

In spite of this the critical supply situation ashore is somewhat improved* 
Para. SAMARITAN arrived for evacuation severe casualties. HAMLIN CftlNCO- 
TEAGUE and certain vessels by TG 51.5 arrived others plus TG 51.1 are 
cruising in waiting areas. Para. TG 54 most transports some landing craft 
retired during night returned daybreak. Para. Because of very heavy ammo 
expenditure TF 53 will provide 4 additional cruisers during 21st and 22nd. 
Para. 3 or 4 enemy air raids 2 to 4 planes each approached to 10 to 20 
miles last night but all retired on approach of our night fighters. Red 
alert from 1911 to 2050 K. At 0800 K TBM from RUDYERD BAY landed in water 
10 miles to eastward all 4 occupants rescued by ASHLAND. 

20 0847 flnireTHFT.T pap An rr H Q Info CTF 58 . 

My OpPlan 4-45 too ambitious unless ICEBERG should be delayed for other 
reasons. Your 192308. To insure readiness for ICEBERG consider it desirable 
TF 53 have more time at ULITHI. Will do only OVECHEAI and LEGUMINOUS oarts 
of plan subject to DETACHMENT support requirements and enemy reaction. 2 
task groups should arrive ULITHI 2 March and 2 about 5th. 

20 1013 CTG 50.5 to CTU 50.5.3 info C0U5THFLT.CTF 94 & 93. ALL TF & TG CQDRS 5THFLT . 

As soon as staging facilities at IW0 JIMA become available commence furnish¬ 
ing 2 plane Liberator offensive screen during dayMght. Search for and 
destroy enemy oicket boats and planes in advance of TF 53 on F minus 2 to 
F plus 8 inclusive. Track of TF 53 follows. F minus 2 depart TWO enroute 
TOKYO via east of NANP0 SH0T0. F day plus 1 strike TOKYO from vicinity 
34-00 N 141-20 E. Retire night of F plus 1 to rendezvous with oilers at 

, 1000 K (-10) F plus 2 posit 28-30 N 141-30 E. Arrive dawn F plus 3 oosit 

32-30 N 137-30 E for NAG0YA-K0BE strike F plus 3 F plus 4. Rendezvous with 

oilers at 1D00 K (-10) F plus 5 posit 28-00 N 140-00 E. F plus 6 plus 7 

and 8 cover TF posit 0700 K each day 30-40 N 133-40 E cus 325 S0A 5 knots. 

On F plus 8 cover task forces 0710 posit 28-05 N 131-25 E cus 340 S0A 5 knots 

and 0720 posit 26-25 N 130-30 E cus 330 S0A 5 knots. F day is 24 Feb. 

Communications VHF channel C 140.58 MCS and normal search freq. Action adee 
notify info adees plane calls. 
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20 1210 CTF $1 TO COMFIFTHFLEET INFO CIHCPAC BOTH HO. ALL TF COHDRS FIFTHFLEFTT . 

Suumary 4. 201800 K(=ALO). Para. Troops continued attack throughout the 

afternoon meeting continuous mortar and artillery fire. Some rocket 
fire received on right flank. The 28th RCT attacking lit. SURIBACHI met 
stiff opposition. The 4th and 5th MarDiv ordered to consolidate and pre- 
Dare for the defense of their front line positions at 1630. 7 battalions 

of division artillery and 1 battery of corps artillery are in position 
aahore and orepared to support troops. Attack will continue at 0810 K 21st. 
Enemy units identified to date: 145th Inf. Reg., 310th Indeoendent Inf. Bn., 
311th Independent Inf. Bn., 312th Independent Inf. Bn. 313th Independent 
Inf. Bn., 2nd Artillery Bn. of 2nd Indeoendent mixed Brigade, 1st Detach¬ 
ment IW0 JIMA naval guard force, 2nd section special Naval Landing Force, 
132nd AA unit (a oart of land unit of naval guard force), ABE BUTAI (an 
AA unit). Para. Front lines as of 1800 K were TA 132 M to 132 F thence 
along coast TA 180 Y 131 UWST 132 south UWV 165 CD 182 XY 183 UVW to 166 CD. 
Para. No reliable casualty reports obtained as yet. Para. Gunfire support 
continued by 1 BB 1 cruiser 12 DD 1 TWXH 1 CI(M) using V0F planes for spot¬ 
ting. Rain low clouds and poor visibility afternoon hindered observation. 
Gunboats fired throughout day in the cliff area north of beach BLUE 2 which 
contains many well camouflaged caves and is source of hostile artillery and 
mortar fire. Ammunition was replenished by 4 crmisers and 8 destroyers. 
Ammunition exnenditure to date approximately 3500 tons. LSM 216 damaged in 
superstructure by 1 enemy shell which destroyed all radio radar and gyro. 
Vessel will be used to tow cripples to rear. LSM 59 and LC 354 each have 
1 engine inoperative due ooerational causes. Scheduled and on call gunfire 
will continue throughout night. Para. Scheduled air strikes were increased 
by 45 additional planes from fast carriers. After noon strikes hampered 
by poor visibility. 1 observation plane to BC over target during night. 

1 TBM from SARGENT BAY (CVE 83 ) on ASP failed to return to carrier. 2 
TBM’s from BENNINGTON (CV20) collided in mid-air at 1415 with slight damage 
planes able to return to carrier. 1 crew member bailed out and was res¬ 
cued by LEARY (DD 879). 1 TBM from HORNET (CV 12) crash-landed 18 miles 
north of CTO. All crew members rescued by COTTEN (DD 669 ). 1 PBM landed 

1415 and departed 1540 with press material and passengers. Para. BLUE 
and 1ELL0W beaches continued to be subjected to heavy mortar and artillery 
fire. Action is being taken to clear these beaches which are badly 
blocked by wrecked landing craft. The status of supply ashore is generallft 
satisfactory. DUKWs and LVT's unloading supplies on RED and GREEN beaches. 

20 1314 COMFITTHFLT to CTF 53. CTG 50.5 & 50.8. CIRCPAC ADV HQ Info ALL TF & TG 

COHRS 5THFLT. COMCRUDIV 13. CUUOUDPAC . 

F day for JAMBOREE is 25 February ray OpPlan 4-45 as modified belcw effect¬ 
ive 0000 k(-10) 23 February. Ships of TF 58 temporarily operating with 
TF 51. Less SARATOGA (CV 3) DesDiv 108 VICKSBURG (CL 86) plus INDIANAPOLIS 
(CA 35) when released by CTF 51 about sunset 22 February proceed as TG 58.12 
ComCruDiv 13 OTC to rendezvous with TF 58 and TG 50.8 at 0800 K 23 Feb. in 
Latitude 25-00 north Longitude 145-00 East. Special fueling unit remain in 
assigned TG 50.8 fueling areas departing in time to rendezvous with TF 58 
at 0800 K F plus 3 in Lat. 23-30 N Long 140-00 E* Upon completion fueling 
CTF 58 direct TG 58.2 and 58.4 proceed UT.ITHI to arrive afternoon F plus 5 
day. With TG 58._ and 58.3 conduct OKINAWA strike and photo mission F plus 
5 day. CTG 50.8 direct special fueling unit after F plus 3 fueling operate 
areas VALVE HOUSING ENGINE BATT RY and rendezvous with TG 58.1 and 58.3 
at 0800 K F plus 7 in Lat 17-00 N 136-00 E. Upon completion fueling TG 58.1 
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20 131A CQI.IFIFTH FLEET ETC. (CUNT'D) 

and 58.3 proceed to arrive ULITHI afternoon F plus 8. Special fueling 
unit proceed arrive ULITHI 0700 K F plus 9. Para. CTF 58 modify his 
192025 to conform to foregoing schedule. CTG 50 .9 pass arrival dates 
ULITHI to Port Director ULITHI. 

20 2209 C0::GSNK)A to CINCPOA ELARL Info CINCPOA ADV. C0MGSN24THC0RPS. CGUGEN10TH ARMY . 

RJ 52505. While the assumptions stated in ComGenPOA serial OOO 69 dated 
9 Dec 44 to Cincooa not tq&ll addees or by all needed were not fulfilled 
in that 24 Corps has not closed up on LEYTE until a week later than assumed, 
no information has been presented to ComGenPOA by ComGen 24 Corps or CcmGen 
10th Army to indicate that the 24 Corps can not meet its presently pre¬ 
scribed mounting date for ICEBERG reference oral inquiry Colonel Whitehead 
Cincooa Staff. 

21 0004 DEPCOU AF 20 to CINCPAC ADV Info CJQ'AF 20. BOMCCM 21. CTF 51. CTF 58. CTF 

TF 

AAFPOA radio No* 0347. Based on revised plans Con5thFlt, the 21st BonCom 
proposes to conduct the following operations in support DETACHMENT refer¬ 
ence DepComAF 20 0344 search operations: on F-2 search to be conducted in 
area 60 miles on either side of carrier task force track to operating area 
for F day. B, weather strike missions: Attacks be made on TOKYO Area 
during hoars of darkness on night of F-2, F day, and F plus 2. 3 aircraft 

operating individually to make evenly spread attack using RCM. C, Major 
strikes: weather permitting, maximum effort strike will be made against 
a primary target in the TOKYO Area or NAGOYA area on F-l. The target will 
depend upon the most favorable weather area for visual. If forecast ap¬ 
pears more favorable for F day, attack will be delayed 1 day and made 
against TOKYO Area on a visual forecast or against NAGOYA on a forecast 
indicating radar bombing conditions. In the event that after departure 
on a visual forecast radar bombing is found to be necessary on the same 
target and on the same date as TF 58 strikes, the same limitation as to 
time and space will be observed as those defined in Cincpoa 070455. 

21 0223 CINCPOA ADV to CINCSVPA Info COMINCH. CINCBPF . 

Urgently request reply to my 160419. 

21 0225 CINCPAC ADV to CINCBPF Info CCMINCH. CINCSW P A . 

Your 190801. Recommend you permit arrangements movement your MONAB 
stand firm pending reply to my 160419 to CinCSWPA and other decisions 
expected shortly. 

21 0429 CINCPOA ADV to DSPCOM 20 AF Info C0M5THFLT. CTF 51.58.93.94. CG 30MC0IJ 21 

CO5 20 AF. 


Cancel my 201310. Ref Com5thFlt 201314. Attention invited to change of 
FOX Day to February 25. Operations as planned in your 210004 are satis¬ 
factory if related to new FOX Day. Also note deletion of strike on 
NAGOYA by TF 58. 
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21 0514 CIMCPAC ADV HO to C0M5THFLT Info CTF 51.58. 

Your 200349. ICEBERG target date not expected to be delayed. Refer my 
192303. Recent reports fron 24th Corns more reassuring. 

21 1238 CTG 52,2 to C0M5THFLT. CTF 51. Info CINCPAC ADV. COMAIRPAC. COMINCH . 

Preliminary report Task Group 52.2 less Task Unit 52.2.1 under air 
attack from 1730 to 2000. SARATOGA hit about 1745 by 4 suiciders and 
is now proceeding south 23 knots with situation under control, BISMARK 
SEA (CVE 95) hit about 1850 on fantail by suicider burned furiously with 
many explosions and finally turned over believed sunk. Captain Pratt 
of BISMARK SEA now in charge at scene picking up sufvivors, Escorts have 
been ordered return this Task Group after survivors delivered to beach. 

LUNGA POINT (CVE 94) hit situation under control. Effect on air operations 
unknown at present. 4 enemy planes shot down by ships gunfire escort car¬ 
rier group. SARATOGA and CAP score unknown. 

^22 0115 CINCPOA ADV HQ to C0M5THFLT Info DSPCGM20THAF. C0M2130I1C0M. CTF 58 . 

Your 210636. Picket boat sweep will not be made by B-29 either in advance 
of TF 58 track or as diversion west of Longitude 135. B-29 weather strike 

missions and major strikes will be conducted as outlined DepCom 20 AF 
210004 later changed to date time group 201300. 

‘'21 0619 CII'C 3PF to CINCPOA ADV HO. Info CII'CSV/PA. C0H7THTLT . 

Part 1 my 210630. Com7thFleet*s 171028 has not been received. Your 
190531 to me only refers, Para 2. Except for my 070306 February concern¬ 
ing a reconnaissance which was repeated to you, no separate action has 
taken with Com7thFleet for the establishment of bases forward of MANUS 
as it is assumed that you will make all such arrangements when required. 

Para 3. In response to your 110843, my detailed requirements for MANUS 
were forwarded in ray 141300. 

^20 1651 COMINCH & CHO to CIHCPOA. (I'JIMITZ ONLY) 

In view of the answers to questions 27 and 8 of enclosure (c) to my serial 
00443 of 16 February to you only the question arises as to whether we 
should now modify our present concept for a KURILES Operation to keep 
open a sea route to the Maritime Provinces possibly by considering the 
seizure of an island or islands in the Southern or Central KURILES. This 
is being examined here and your planners should examine it likewise. It 
now appears in view of the Russian requirement that some supplies continue 
to move via the Pacific following Russian entry into the war that it will 
be essential to keep a sea route to the Maritime Provinces open. I de¬ 
sire your views and recommdndations on this matter on the assumption 
that the Russians will in fact be able to control LA PER0USE STRAIT sub¬ 
sequent to seizure and occupation of lower SAKHALIN, 

{2l' 1635 ! COMINCH to CINCPOA Info CINCBPF. CINCSWPA (METTZ ONLY) . 

I am at a loss to understand -why there should be confusion as to status 
of British Pacific Fleet. All arrangements for basing Brit. Pac. Fit. 
are in the hands of Cincpoa including CinCSiVPA concurrence where appropriate 
and always bearing in mind that said fleet is to be self supporting. Para. 
Allocation of units of British Pacific Fleet for operations remains in 
ray hands. Part 1 ray 2116 50. 
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[21 I 650 ) COMINCH to CINCPOA (KING TO METTZ) Info CINCBPF. CINCSWPA . 


Part 2 my 211650, Part 1 was 211635* I cannot commit units of British 
Pacific Fleet to ICEBERG (involving 2 to 3 months) or any other operation 
until Joint Chiefs of Staff decide what operations are to be carried out 
other than those already approved. Prospects now are that such decision 
will be reached by middle of Marcjti. 


\£2 0116 CINCPAC ADV HQ to CTF 51* COMGBNFMFPAC Info CG2NDHARDIV. ISCOM SAIPAN . 


2nd MarDiv is designated as Area Reserve for oner ation DETACHMENT under 
direct operational control of Cincpoa and should be preoared to load on 
48 hours notice. Designation as Area Reserve DETACHMENT not to inter¬ 
fere with 2nd MarDiv oreparation for ICEBERG including scheduled rehears¬ 
als unless otherwise directed by Cihcpoa. 

*"21 0358 CTF 58 to C0M5THFLT: 5THFLT (220445) passed to CITICIOA ADV for Info . 

Your 201314. In view increased enemy air strength on KYUSHU and neces¬ 
sary early return Task Force 58 to ULITHI in lieu your modified JAUOBREE 
suggest KYUSHU strikes be carried out with K Day 25 February Annex K my 
OpOrder. Fuel area VALVE 070023 February and at Lat 1&-20 Long 136-00 at 
0700 1 March arriving ULITHI afternoon 2 March or morning 3 March. This 
keeps Task Force concentrated and will permit maximum effect on objectives 
in time available. 

” / 21 2317 C0H5THFLT to CTR 58: Passed to CINCPOA ADV by 5THFLT 220448. 

Appreciate advice and noints made in your 210358 but consider it best to 
adhere to latest plan my 201314. Destruction of engine plants TOKYO Area 
remains our most important objective if enemy air strength is to be checked 
at source. Events such as those this area last night can be eliminated 
only by attack on source as well as on forces already in operation. I 
have in mind modification of ICEBERG Plan to cover DIABOLIC (KYUSHU) first. 

I hone you will continue to make comments and recommendations freely. 

1/22 0647 C0M5THFLT TO CINCPAC ADV. CTF 58 Info CCNSUBPAC. ALL TFC & TGC 5THFLT . 

Modify my 201314. After fueling F plus 3 day CTF 58 proceed with Task 
Groups 58.1, 58.2 and 58.3 to carry out LEGUMINOUS (OKINAWA) strike and 
photo mission. Task Group 58.4 proceed ULITHI. Com5thFleet intends to 
return in INDIANAPOLIS (CA 35) to WORKMAN (IW0 JIM A) about 28 February. 

22 0801 C0M5THFLT to CINCPAC ADV H Info CTFs 51. 58 . 

Strength of enemy resistance plus slowness in landing and distributing 
cargo, causes of which you know, may be expected to delay date when air¬ 
field will be activated and IW0 JIMA can be safely left without direct fleet 
support. This opinion is based both on CTF 51 daily reports and on info of 
conditions ashore just brought back to me by Colonels Jones and Wiley of 
my staff. This situation is brought to your attention now as decision may 
be involved later as to whether IW0 JIMfl shall be left without adequate • 
fleet support or a possible delay in readiness for ICEBERG accepted. 
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23 0145 CINCPOA ADV H:. to CIKCSWPA Info CT? 93, CTG 93,3. C0M7THFLT. DEPCGM20TH AF. 
CONGENFEAF . GC AIR7THFLT. 


17 of 19 recent attempts by 20th Air Force to obtain photographs for 
ICEBERG have been abortive due to weather. Carrier reconnaissance cannot 
fill all requirements. As a necessary exnedient desire if it can be ar¬ 
ranged to maintain temporarily a section of 4 to 6 PB4Y photographic planes 
of VD5 at Clark or other LUZON field for purpose of making photographic 
missions of LEGUMINOUS (OKINAWA) area as demands arise. Liberator escort 
of 2 for each photo plane on a mission is considered to be minimum for 
reasonable safety over this area. To avoid overburdening your facilities 
with my escort planes request you provide those essential to assist in 
aarrying out these missions vital to ray plans. 

23 0640 CINCFOA ADV HQ to CINCPOA PEARL. Info C0MGENP0A. COMGSNIOTHARHY . 

Proposal ComGen 10 312015 to provide 1,337,500 board feet of lumber and 
3 , 600,000 square feet of corrugated metal for housing of 180,000 enemy 
civilians is not approved. A drastic revision of concepts is indicated 
with full recognition of fact that enemy civilian population will thereby 
suffer. Hope and expect that at least in early stages of campaign the 
civilian population will be forced to continue as a charge on the Japanese 
array rather than contrariwise. 

19 2302 C0MAF 20 to BOHCONiS 20 & 21. DEPC0LIAAFP0A: Passed by DepCoaiRF 20 to CINCPOA 
DeoCom20AF(23 0741) BOTH HO. AAFPOA ADMIN. 

(Telecon rasg No, G-14-10 and H-19-3)• "Subject: Target Directive. 1. The 
following directive is issued for your information and guidance and super¬ 
sedes previous directives. This does not affect the directive issued to 
the 21 Bomber Command concerning the incendiary attack on NAGOYA. 2. The 
destruction of Japanese aircraft engine plants as nart of the overall Jap¬ 
anese air power continues to be the primary mission of the 20th Air Force. 

3. The 21 Boraber Cor.ir.and will continue the attacks on principal Japanese 
aircraft engine plants. 3-A. The 21 Bomber Command's priority targets, 
until destroyed, are: (1) NAKAJIMA, BUSA3HIN0 (TOKYO). (2) MITSUBISHI, 
HATSUD0KI, NAGOYA. (3) AICHI Engine Plant, NAGOYA. (4) SHIZUOKA Engine Plant 
3-B. For secondary visual attack or for diversionary reasons, attacks nay 
be directed against the following targets: (1) Selected urban areas for 
test incendiary attack as directed. (2) Principal aircraft assembly plants. 
3-C. Primary targets for radar condition are: Target clusters centered on: 
90/20 - 194 NAGOYA, 90/20 - 198 NAGOYA, 90/20 - 264 OSAKA, 90/17 - 52 
KAWASAKI, 90/17 - 913 TOKYO, 90/17 - 133 TOKYO. 4. The secondary mission 
of the 20th Air Force is the support of planned Pacific operations. This 
support will consist - unless otherwise directed by this headquarters - of 
21 Bomber Command attacks directed against the primary targets as listed 
above. 5, The 20 Bomber Command, having ceased operations from CHINA 
bases except for photographic reconnaissance, will conduct limited opera- 
tions from INDIA bases against strategic targets from SINGAPORE north to 
the limit of their range, employing both bombs and mines. They will also 
perform such missions as requested by the Southeast Asia Command as might 
otherwise have been performed by the 7th Heavy Bombardment Group. 2 groups 

) of the 53 Wing will be prepared to move to the MARIANAS by 1 April and 2 

/& < groups to move by 1 May. " 
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21 1430 ALUSNA MOSCOW to COMINCH: CCMINCH PASSED TO CINCPOA. CQyWORPAC.COM 17. 

(22 2116 ) C0MVVESS5AFR0H . 

"Following are answers questions your 141632. (A) Soviets estimate requir¬ 

ing 45 days afloat training on AM, IMS, SC, LCI and ?F types and about 30 
days on other types. This time adjustable to load circumstances and 
adaptability of individual crews. (B) 1st group will arrive at COLD BAY 
late March. Plan loading about 600 men on each returning Soviet Liberty 
ship. At present plan includes use of 5 Liberties all to arrive late March 
early April. Names, departure dates, total personnel will be given as soon 
as dan completed. (C) Soviet staff and interpreters will arrive on 1st 
ship in March. Permanent staff for entire turnover program will consist of 
23 officers probably headed by Rear Admiral. In addition there will be 5 
substaffs of from 3 to 14 officers and 3 to 4' petty officers on each staff 
for turnover of narticular types of shios. 3 of these sub-staffs vdll arrive 
with 1st group. 1 each for AMs, SC and all other types inApril turnover. 

2 other sub-staffs arrive later. 1 for landing craft, 1 for frigates. 

Each sub-staff vdll return to RUSSIA as soon as turnover of its particular 
type is completed. From 45 to 50 interpreters vdll arrive with 1st group. 
This maximum total staff vdll be about 163 persons including interpreters. 
Regarding visa procedure informed ALAFUZOV that group visa would be used 
similar to past procedure for subchasers but that due large numbers involved 
and fact that all personnel was from VLAD area Soviet Navy at VLAD should 
submit lists direct to Amer Consul VLAD for approval. Will inform Embassy 
here plus consul and ASTALUSNA VLAD of requirements. If any change in this 
required advise. Subject moving 3,000 men from MURMANSK via U.S. discussed 
and Soviets agree to drop it and send all via Pacific route. Question 
regarding PTs. Request all FTs be loaded deck cargo on Soviet liberties in 
'.Vest Coast ports. ALAFUZOV arranging with foreign trade for this. Con¬ 
sequently no crews will be sent to COLD BAY for PTs. Adyise if this can be 
satisfactorily arranged. Question of LCT’s. Are LCTs now sufficiently sea¬ 
going to get to PETR0PAVL0VSK under own power. Should they be towed by 
LCIs. If neither practicable what piggs back transport available. Please 
advise rank of U.S. bfficer who will be in charge at COLD BAY. Have re¬ 
quested ALAFUZOV that he instruct Soviet administrative staff that they cone 
under control U.S. officer in charge of station and accede to our orders 
without question to avoid unpleasantness understood to have occured at 
other stations. He understood and agreed. Unquote. 

21 2105 COMINCH Pass to CINCPOA. CG20THB0MC0M. INDIA (CMDX 9699-J) to WAR DEFT .. 

CG 21ST 30MCCM. CG CHINA THEATER. GHQ SATA YTS. CGMAF 20 Info VVEDRSYSR . 

MAC ARTHUR. LEE AY . 

Ref your Telecon K-20-2. In order to clarify our plan for staging the 58 th 
Wing air echelon enroute to MARIANAS the following is a resume of the action 
taken by this command. (A) Arrangements with the Commanding General, CHINA 
Theater have been completed and are still in effect for the staging of 58th 
with B-29s through LULIANG direct to the MARIANAS according to the following 
schedule (1) 75 B-29s and 5, F13s from the 1st through the 6th April. (2) 75 
B-29s from the 1st through 6th of ’lay. In addition approval has been se¬ 
cured for the staging of 4 B-24s through LULIANG and the PHILIPPINES about 
1 March. (B) On 15 February radio WAR 37603 from Arnold was received which 
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21 2105 CG20THB0MCUM*S C:DX 9699-J passed by COMU'ICH TO CINCPOA (CONT*D) 

stated that Cincpoa recommended that move be staged through PHILIPPINES 
preferred otherwise through KUNMING. Considering this radio a directive fror 
Washington to stage through the PHILIPPINES if possible this headquarters 
sent CMDX 0342-Q to LEYTE GUAM WASHINGTON and' CHUNKING in which we stated 
that we had planned to stage 4 B-24s only through the PHILIPPINES but that 
we were agreeable to staging B-29s also through the PHILIPPINES if the 21st 
BomCom could supply and initial stock of 20 engines and 3 tons of spare 
parts and aaintenance equipment at staging area we also stated our gasolihe 
requirements in the PHILIPPINES would be 450,000 gallons. Para. It is im¬ 
material to this headquarters whether we stage in CHINA or the PHILIPPINES 
except that arrangements with CHINA are already completed. If we stage thru 
the PHILIPPINES there will be a saving in the gasoline that the CHINA Theatei 
will have to supply for our staging requirements. 7/e have been approached 
on this point verbally by Air Service Command. No difference in tonnage in 
B-29s however will result because the limiting factor of the amount we can 
carry is space rather than weight. Para. In view of Cincpoa*s recommended 
action forwarded by Arnold we are somewhat in a quandry as to what action 
you desire. Para. Request that we be notified immediately as to your de¬ 
sires in this matter. 

25 0430 CINCSWPA to COMDR ALLIED AIR FORCES T0L0SA Info CINCPOA ADV HQ. C0LISTI1FLT 

CTF 53. CO!DR ALLIED NAV FORCES TCLCSA. ADV 3CH GH-j. C0II7THFLT . 

CX 10957. Cincpoa*s Adv. Hq. 210654 is reference. Strikes on FORMOSA 
airfields on DETACHMENT D plus 9 and D plus 10 day directed in our CX 57760 
DTG 070403 assigned the 2nd and 3rd March to cover strikes of 2 fast car¬ 
rier groups on NANSEI S1I0T0. Search Sector 5 through 9 of Southwest Pacific 
Search Plan H will be flown to maximum practicable range through 4 March. 
Action Adressee acknowledge. 

26 0650 DEPCOMAP 20 to CL’ .Li " ICiU ■ 21 Info CONw 20. Ci ,; CPQA BOTH HQ. CTF 51. CTR 58 . 

Ur 210146. My 220725 and Cincpoa Adv Hq 251726. The results attained with 
respect to the efforts expended by you to obtain photo coverage of OKINAWA 
is clearly understood by all. The importance of this photography is obvious 
to you. A'ith additional weather being furnished by submarines it is desired 
that you continue your effort as requested by Cincpoa. '.Vhen desired results 
are obtained, by whatever means, you will be released from this requirement. 

26 0725 CINCPAC ADV HQ to COMINCH Info CINCPAC PEARL I1Q. 

Strongly recommend against diversion combat vessels that are needed for com¬ 
bat duties. NISEMAN (DE 667 ) can be made available for purpose requested 
your 241525. The diversion of this or any other DEs however at this tine 
vd.ll be at the expense of escorts for ICEBERG assault elements or shpporting 
shipping. Availability of escorts for this operation is acute due to accu¬ 
mulation of battle damage during oast 2 months. Recommend that any transfer 
of DEs from P0A to SWPA for this puroose be arranged on the basis of a ship 
for shio exchange in order that no delay will be incurred in the arrival of 
emergency electric facilities in MANILA and at the sane tine no reduction in 
vitally needed escorts in this area will be imposed. If there are excess 
DEs in SWPA not required for combat duties they can be usefully employed 
in P0A. 
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27 1415 CINCPOA ADV HQ to COUJgiJPOA Info COUNCIL COLSOPAC. COMSOPACBACCLI . 

CIIICPOA PEARL. C OF S US ARMf. 

CinCSWPA 261515 advise as soon as practicable by dispatch total number 
Array Service Troops actually sailed for St /PA pursuant to FILBAS Agree¬ 
ment, number ordered to be transferred and number not yet ordered trans¬ 
ferred. Further request breakdown of units in these 3 categories be 
available ny PEARL HARBOR headquarters noon 1 Larch. 

27 0324 CINCPOA ADV H.- to OIHCSWPA. CIACBIF, C047THFLT Info COHINCH & CWO. 
CaiNAVBASE UAKUS. CINCPOA TSARL HQ . 

The establishment of a Brit Pac Fit MONAB at PONAM ISLAND is authorized 
in accordance CinCSWPA 211323. 

26 1515 CINCSWPA to CIHCPOA BOTH HQ Info CHIEF OF STAFF WAR DEPT . 

CJK 50687. Reference Cincpoa 130736. At the time of the conference which 
resulted in the FILBAS Agreement the ceiling for rotational retention of 
ships in the Southwest Pacific Area for planning purposes was in excess 
of 200. By successive increments that number has been reduced to 120, 
Concurrently trans-Pacific sailings to this area have been curtailed. With 
the shipping that remains available, the Southwest Pacific Area can not 
do more than strive to carry out its own essential operations. It will 
not therefore be possible to contemplate the staging and rehabilitation of 
Pacific Ocean Area divisions as alarmed. It will be practicable if de¬ 
sired to give Dg.lCIBU to these divisions by the mere allocation of ade¬ 
quate land areas. If this were done the preparation of the areas, the 
allocation of all supporting shipping, th providing of personnel and 
means for loading and unloading, the provision of troops and -laterial 
for construction of any kind, and the reseirvebility (responsibility? ) 
for all supoly would have to be undertaken by Cincooa. Para. It is re¬ 
gretted that the ’withdrawal of the means oreviously available to the 
Southwest Pacific Area and upon which all plans were based imposes upon 
me the necessity for t he curtailing the assistance that was contemplated. 

26 1310 C0MHTCH to CINCPAC ADV HQ . 


TOP SECRET. KING TO NIMITZ . Concur action UrDis 220318 in declining 
participate proposed.conference. Inter theater cormnunications and the 

allocation of radio frequencies UrDis 220816 are primarily problems for 
Hutual arrangement by Theater Commanders concerned with the JCS settling 
non agreements which if of ooerational significance may require conference 
in Washington. 
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28 0026 MARSHALL to SULTAN. RICHARDSON. RLpg.SYER Info ITIMETZ. HARMON. liUl-g . 

.am r gj;m;a . mam.. : r : o : S .’ 

WARX A467S. Operational plans indicate the desirability of fixing the 
departure date for the 2nd water echelon of the 53th Wing at 15 Aoril 
at the earliest. This reference MARX 33235. It is expected the above de¬ 
parture date will permit certain essential B 29 operations from CHINA 
which will be completed approximately 5 April. Para 2.This departure 
date also desirable because of delay in Dredicted arrival of ground echelon 
of 315th Wing at TINIAN necessitating longer support of flight echelons 
ih INDIA per AAFPOA radio 0211 of 13 Feb which states 20 April is the 
earliest 1st flight echelon should arrive. Answering DepComAF 20 radio 
0423 of 2^ Feb see no reason to change responsibility for regulating flow 
of aircraft since direct communication betv/een bomber commands should 
insure close coordination. Para 3. All messages relative to 53th with 
noy.eaents shoxild include in distribution all headquarters concerned. 
Distribution used here believed complete. Too 272338. 

23 0047 Cr'CPOA ADV HQ to CFICSWPA Info COMFEAM. CTF 53. CTF 93. CTQ 93.3. ISCQM 

SAMAR. 

Your 261620 not to all info addees 5 PB4Ys of VD5 with 21 officers 60 
enlisted nen with Condr. A.D. Fraser coasaanding vd.ll arrive GUINAII Field 
SAMAR about 1300 local ti e 28 Feb. 1st mission will be Horning of 2 
March in coordination with Fast Carrier strike on HHGUmINCUS (OKINAWA). 

8 B24 escorts will be inquired for 1st mission. From 2 ''arch to about 1 
April these planes will be required to operate daily.as directed by 7D5 
commanding officer who is thorouglxly briefed on photography needed. Re¬ 
quest priority 2 orders be authorized for officer couriers as designated 
by the commanding officer VD5 for air travel between PHILIPPINE area and 
GUAM for purpose of expediting delivery of photography. Your cooperation 
deeply appreciated. 

28 0129 CIHCPOA ADV !I>; to CINCSMPA (T0L0SA) Info CINCSMPA ADV H3. CTF 58 . 

COMgniFLT. CO* 'RAF (T0L0SA). 

Refer mydis 210654 and your CX 10957 timed 250450. Task Force 53 now 
plans strike OKINAWA on 1 March and possibly also on 2 March. 3 Task 
Groups will be employed. Strikes by your forces on FORMOSA airfields on 

2 and 3 March as planned remain satisfactory. If additional effort is 
available FORMOSA airfield strikes on 1 March would also be helpful. 

23 0529 CIHCPOA ADV to CG10TH ARMY. C0M5THFLT. C0H5THFHIBFOR. COMSSRVPAC. COMAIRPAC. 

CQMTHIBSPAC. CCMGMHXA. COMGZTPTPAC. C0 w GEN„A??0A Info CCMoQPAC CO'FMDARSA 

CTF 96. CTF 93. CCHENCBfcCNO. COIMOHPAC. CINCSWPA. ILARCQRPS. CGSUPGHRVKgPAC 

C0N7THFLT. C0N3RDFLT. QOLCTAIRF.TPAC. CO. GSII2ATHC0RPS. C03.DFHIDCGRPS. 

/ARNIHC ORDER . Initiate preparations for Txase 3(c) ICEBERG with target 
date (A-Dayj "for ADJUTANT (MIYAKG JIMA) on L plus 90. Operation vd.ll be 
corauanded by sane higher comjaanders as Phases 1 and 2. .Assault troops 
for operation will consist of V Amphibious Corps with corps troops. 

3 Marine Divisions reinforced. 3 -Army DUKM Cos. 4 NO 3ns. Parris on troops 
will consist of 1 MarDiv reinforced which will remain on target until re¬ 
lieved by Array garrison unit. 2 AAA Grp I-qa (Arnv), 4 AAA AT7 Bns (A^ay) 

3 .AAA guns Bns (Army), 1 .AAA 3rig. Hq. Btry (Arayj, 1 S/L Bn less 1 Btry 
(Ary), 1 CA Grp Hq (Army), 2 CA Bns (l55 'r Gun)(Array), 1 MP 3n (Amy), 
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23 0529 CII'CJQA APV HQ to COYGENIOTIIRRIIY ETC, C, Yarning Order Phase III-c ICEBERG ) 
(CONTINUED) “ ■ ; — ; — - ■ - • ■ = 

garrison air forces, 2 VF groups (Army), 1 VF(N) Sqdn (Army), 1 FJTB, 1 
'Aw Sqdn, supporting’trooos in accordance with Cine00a reused Staff Study- 
Phase 3 being issued. Para. Brig Gen Edwin B Lyon U S Array designated 
as IsCon ADJUTANT (iDLTAKO JEA.). As such he is a subordinate commander 
of CTF 99 with designation CTU 99.A. Brig Gen Lyon should be ordered to 
report Lt. Gen. Buckner at the earliest practicable. ComServPac nominate 
officer for duty as Co., under Naval Activities. Para. Commanders con¬ 
cerned submit by 10 March to the fullest extent practicable specific 
designations of units to be employed Fnase 3(c) including aviation, de¬ 
fense, construction and service units. Unit designations not available 
by 10 March will be submitted earliest practicable. In designating units 
the mounting point should be indicated. Copies of designations should 
be provided Coa5thFleet, Coa5thPhibFor, ConPhibsPac and CanGen 10th .toy 
including rear ech. Para. All units will be furnished initial supplies 
by agencies in area from which mounted. 


27 2155 COMGENPQA to UARSIhU, Info CINCPOA BOTH HI. 



RJ53510. Transfer of South Pacific Base Command 07ESDQDYCES allotment to 
Pacific Ocean Areas is subject: References are: (A) JCS 713/5 (B) FILBAS 
Agreement Cinepoa-CinCSlVPA dated 4 Nov 44, (C) CINC57/PA radio CX IO963, 

DTG 250559 Feb. AIROLCJ".’; there are 3 problems involved in meeting con¬ 
stantly recurring operational requirements for overhead: 1. Difficulty 
being experienced by Yfar Dept in furnishing necessary troop basis vacancies 
because of ceiling limitations and requirements to meet operations in 
theaters of higher priority. 2. Critical shortage headquarters type oer- 
sonnll in POA because of numerous headquarters which have been recently- 
formed and augmented to meet requirements for approved operations. 3« 
Necessity for organization of headquarters in sufficient time to initiate 
efficient operational planning for directed operations and operations 
approved for planning purposed. Para. No solution is ii/sight to the above 
problems until well after redeployment unless grades and personnel currently 
authorized SoPacBaCos overhead are made available to Pacific Ocean after 
the South Pacific Area is rolled up. Para. References (A) & (B) do not 
specifically provide for transfer of grades and personnel of South Pacific 
bulk allotment to 317FA. However CAEFOTUHNTE about 4400 grades and personnel 
created surplus have been approved by Y/D for transfer to Sob'esPacArea. 

It would appear that SiVPA proportionate share of overhead as mentioned 
in reference (C) has already been furnished. Para. The operational re¬ 
quirements for overhead grades and personnel in POA cannot be overempha¬ 
sized. In addition to the ICEBERG requirements and augmentations currently 
before the Tar DYICS" SJ3YI'.'MTU consideration are the unannounced require¬ 
ments for L0NGT0F and PTIT .'KY 3 for defeat of JAPAN proper as indicated 
in DCS 924/3 all of which necessitate initiation of detailed planning 
i. ■_mediately. Para. Request that the remaining portion of the SoPacBaCom 
bull: allotment be excepted from the terms of reference (a). Cincpoa concurs 
and does not consider FILBA7 Agreement applicable to SoPacBaCom allotment. 

In furtherance this concurrence Cinepoa has directed ConGenPOA to initiate 
a request direct to Chief of Staff of Army to secure approval JCS to ex¬ 
cepting subject bulk allotment from provisions of references (A; in light 
of conditions now existing in POA. 
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01 0042 J0MGENS0PACBAC0K to CCNGENPOA Mo CIKCPOA BOTH tty, nrmr>?Afl - 

/ H 5234. Submitted is report in compliance your radio RJ 33559 of 20 Feb 

/ and Cincpoa Adv radio 271415 GOT Feb. This report is divided into 3 cate¬ 

gories. 1st Category is Army Service Troops actually sailed to SoWesPac. 

IJo units have actually sailed from SoPac to SoWesPac on authority of 
FILBAS Agreement. However the following 2 groups of movements are listed 
for your information since it is considered these sailings ..ay be related 
to FILBAS Agreement. 1st group is units moved to PALAU as listed in your 
radio RJ 4541S of 2 Jan and our radio H 6249 of 10 Jan. These units total 
715 Army Service Troops. The I-Iq and Hq Det 301 QK Bn and 4th Hatoon 397 
QM Laundry Co included in this group were earlier assigned to SoWesPac 
by ','iARX 54639 of 30 Oct 44 v/itli specific designation given in our top-sec 
ltr to you file 370.5 dated 14 Nov. 2nd Group is Aray postal units moved 
to SoWesPac in accordance with 7/ARX 22330 of 17 Jan and War Dept ltr file 
270.5 dated 18 Jan 45. Postal units sailed in thi3 group total only 27 
Army Service Troops since 13 Base Fost Office has not yet been lifted. 

2nd Category is troops ordered to be transferred. No Aray Service Troops 
have been ordered to be transferred to SoWesPac pursuant to FILBAS Agrees 
rnent. 3rd Category is troops not yet transferred. Total of 32745 Aray 
Service Troops have not yet been ordered transferred to SoWesPac pursuant 
to FILBAS Agreement. Units assigned by War Dept to SoWesPac by WARX 54639 
of 30 October 44 ana earlier War Dept radios are not included in above 
figures since it is considered that transfer of such units is not pursuant 
to FILBAS Agreement. 

01 0135 CINCPAC ADV HA to CTF 58 Info C0K5THFLT . 

Following is a tentative assignment of shi->s to CTF 53 for ICEBERG. Car¬ 
riers: CarDiv 1 less COWFENS, B0NH0MME. RICHARD. CarDiv 2 less SHANGRI-LA. 
CarDiv 3 less LEXINGTON, ANTIETAM. CarDiv 4 less LAKE CHAMPLAIN. CarDiv 
5 less MONTEREY, BOXER. CarDiv 6 less TIC0NDERDGA. CarDiv 7. Total 11 
CV, 6 CVL. Battleships: BatDivs 6, 7, 3, 9 less IW0 and ALA3AI.iA, Total 
8 BB. CruDiv 16. 2 CB, Cruisers BALTIMORE, PITTSBURGH, SAN FRANCISCO, 

3 CA. CruDiv 11 less TU5C0N, RENO. 4 CL(AA). CruDiv 14 less HOUSTON plus 
BIRMINGHAM, CruDiv 17, 3 CL. Destroyers: DesRon 25 less LITTLE, DesRon 47 
less ROOKS, GREGORY. DesRon 48 less .ABBOTT, DesRon 52. DesRon 53> DesRon 
54 less WADLEIGH, DesRon 60 less A.1I. SUMNER, V/ALKE* DesRon 6l. DesRon 62. 
Total 73 DD. 

02 0359 C0L5THFLT TO CTF 58 Info CTF 51. CII.'OPAC ADV H , . 

Consider it may be advisable stfcike KYUSHU 1st in next operation leaving 
ULITHI 1 day early if necessary. Request you prepare alternate plan on this 
basis including later strikes in order OKINAWA F0RM0SA-SAKISHI "A OKINAWA. 
Discussion. Ene y's present strategy seens to be to conserve fo ces by 
dispersal on ground and await favorable opportunity all oyt blow. My 
principal concern is to achieve surprise in order to orevent withdrawal 
to fields to north thus ^eraitting destruction high percentage of grounded 
planes. 
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02 0654 DEPC0I.AF 20 to COHGEN 20 AF Info AAFPOA ADMIN. CINCPOA BOTH HQ. COMGENPOA 

boncoh 21 . 

0622 . Subject is 2 wings of VLR for ADJUTANT (IHYAKO JBiA). Para 1. 

Cincpoa’s serial 000534 dated 23 Feb 1945, subject: Establishment of 
ADJUTANT, Directive for Base Development Plan, indicates 2 airfields, 2 
' strips each; for 12 squadrons of VLR each airfield, or a total of 2 VLR 
wings for the Island, This is over and above the requirement of 1 wing 
for IHDISPEKSABLE (IE SHIM). Para 2. ADJUTANT is tentatively scheduled 
for 1 July 1945* It will require at least 90 days for completion of the 
1st strip. This will require/ a readiness date in the States of approxi- 
:.lately 15 August for ground echelons of 1st 2 groups. Air and flight eche¬ 
lons of the 2 VLR wings should be available to reach target area during 
neriod 1 October thru 1 January. Ground echelons should have readiness 
dates to insure their arrival at ADJUTANT at least 20 days prior to arrival 
of air echelons. Para 3» Cincpoa dispatch 280529 to this headquarters 
calls for first coisaitsent of units, and designation if possible, by 10 
March. If VLR units are to receive proper priority on plans being formu¬ 
lated for the island, full information must be made available prior to 10 
-larch as to tactical units and service forces be conuitted for this location 


28 0546 & 02“0917 RICHARDSON to CBCIC., r EARL Info ISCON SAIPAN. COMGENPOA REP MARIANAS. 
AAFPOA later "’a'ssed CINCPOA ADVON. 





RJ 53584 . Cincpoa Advon dispatch 130620Z GCT of Feb 45 and AAFPOA ADMIN 
dispatch 3169 of 23 Feb 45. Request your concurrence in the following 
plan: A. Commanding General Pacific Ocean Areas representative in MARIANAS 
is hereby designated to handle all details of subjects transfers. In 
carrying out this responsibility the following principles will govern. 

Sub nara 1. All utilities, including water purification and storage sys¬ 
tems, electric generators, and power distribution, which formerly were 
operated by either 30 Boab or 71 Service Group, will be turned over to 
the Navy on a temporary loan basis. Sub para 2. Quonset huts will be 
turned over on loan basis. Tentage will be returned to OAHU, unless same 
can be replaced by the Navy when subject units return to OAHU. No replace¬ 
ment of tentage can be '--lade by Array at OfiHU. Sub para 3. Galleys and 
messing gear will be transferred.on a temporary loan basis except all 
organic wessing gear and ranges which will accompany units on return. 

Sub para 4» All aviation gas storage and distribution facilities '••'ill be 
turned over to Navy on temporary loan basis. Sub para 5. All rolling 
stock will be returned to OAHU, except 4 ton C & R, v ton trailers, 1 ton 
cargo trailers, notocycles. These vehicles which are not retained by 30 
Bomb and 71 Service Groups will be turned over to IsCon SAIPAN to be used 
in meeting operational requirements or other Amy requirements. Authority 
is given to interchange vehicles with departing units if vehicles ob- 

be shiopea with serviceable vehicles. No vehicles will”be returned nere 
which are not serviceable. All such type vehicles mil be disposed of 
in accordance with existing regulations. This authority will be very 
carefully exercised, as no replacements can be .ade from here except for 
those vehicles previously listed. Sub para 6. Floating and maintenance 
facilities will not be transferred to the Navy, but will remain assigned 
to the Army Air Force. All floating depot repairships and floating .ain- 
tenance units at SAIPAN will be assigned to Air Depot GUAM for support of 




- Continued - 


3031 










28 0546 & 02 0917 ’•Iiv. P.-iN to CIHQpCA TEARI Info ISCOi: 5AI?4N ETC. (COKTID). 



VLR. CoamndSftg' Officer Air Bepot GUAM will uake necessary arrangements 


with Cincnoa (Advon) for services desired from these floating units. 

Sub nara 7» '.fiien reefers, generators, waterproof caissons units, and 
other Bkzix utilities 'which nay be turned over to Navy are rendered sur¬ 
plus by installation of central power plants. Island wide water distri¬ 
bution systea, and central cold storage plants they will be returned to 
Army stocks at SAIPAN at the earliest practical rate. Sub para 3. The 
navy will assu: e res onsibility for all replacements, maintenance and re¬ 
air of equipment and ficilities turned over to then. Sub ~ara 9* All 
ATC and Army Troop Transport facilities and equipment will be retained by 
these organizations as desired. However, ouch support as was being 
rendered these agencies by Arny .Air Service Units should be assumed by 
the Navy. Sub a are 10. All permanent and semi permanent telephone 
installations on each field will remain intact and be retained there. 

Sub ">ara 11. Exceit as noted above all organizational equipment will be 
returned with departing trcoos. Sub nara 12. Transfer of facilities and 
smpplies to the Navy will be accompanied by the transfer of responsibility 
for operation. p ara B. A complete detailed report of all action taken 
will be rendered this headquarters at the earliest possible date by Coa- 


Gen POA representative in MARIANAS. New Para. Above action is necessary 
as replacement cannot be ade from stocks available at CHHU. Early con¬ 




currence is requested. Upon receipt of concurrence IsCoa SAIPAN will be 
guided accordingly. 


02 0943 C0LESCARP0R to CGMAIRPAC Info CINCPAC DOTH HO. G0LI5THFLT CTF 51 . 

Recent prolonged operations under arduous co .bat flying conditions have 
demonstrated the urgent necessity of increasing the complement of VF 
pilots on CVEs. These fighter pilots bear :iajor share of support work 
averaging well over 100 hours per month for 3 and 4 week periods and with 
short rest intervals before starting over again. Pilot fatigue definitely 
indicates increase from 24 to 30 VF pilots necessary. Request this be 
accomplished prior to next operation. 

02 1912 GIIQ SiTPA to-CINCPOA PEARL. CO USASOS Info CINCPAC ADV HQ. GHG ADV ECH . 


Cite CX 11409. Reference URad 241530Z GCT. In negotiating F1L3AS Agree¬ 
ment SWPA conferees made agreements based on the proposal to stage 9 F0A 
divisions in the PHILIPPINES. The fact that the 24th Coros would be 
mounted from SWPA for ICEBERG was considered to be extra to the general 
proposals and as such was specifically treated in para 13 of FILBAS. ”ara. 
Sufficient hospitals were not projected for early establishment in LEYTE 
and LUZON to enable S7JPA to accept non-ial flow of casualties of 24th Corps 
during engagement in ICEBERG. Emergency casualties only will be accepted 
at LEYTE by air or water to be hospitalized thereat or evacuated to NEW 
GUINEA hospitals as necessary to relieve presently overcrowded LEYTE 
hospitals. 


i 02 2329 CINCPAC ADV to CINCBPF. 


Following from BPFLC Adv Hq. Reference employment of BPF there is no change 
in situation. However a conference now taking place U.3. in which employ¬ 
ment BPF is included for discussion. 3efore departure of Dep. Chief Staff 
for conference I emphasized to hii: that in possible event of original plan 
taking place BPF was and would be ready in every way. Permission for use 
of LEYTE not yet been asked for by Cinemac but requirements aporeciated 
at this headquarters. 
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03 0219 Ci:;C?0A ADV HQ to.CINCSVPA Info 
X' HESCARGLIIBS. 


COMGBNAAFPOA. ISCOII AKGAUR. C 


81 SM 1 ! 




Desire 494 Bomb Gp'be returned to operational control Cincpoa not later 
than 15 April 1945. 

* 

03 1136 ;.-"UCr 5 ADV ECH to CINCPOA ADV HO Info GAP?5.CTF93.CTG93.3.CTP51.CGMOSN 

FEAF AND CINCSiVPA. 

No photo flights this date. Arrangements completed with FSAF for 5th AF 
to fly F5 photo ilanes over IffYAKO and other nearby islands in addition 
our. coverage your 020524. Flights will be staggered to insure best chances 
on weather. Clark Field only field in LUZON suitable for Liberator opera¬ 
tion and no avgas will be available orior 20 March. If L/0 vdLH be avail¬ 
able for Liberator o aerations in the near future reco'aaend flying there 
instead of SAMAR because of shorter flight distance. 

f 

03 2346 CTF 58 to CINCPAC BOTH HQ. CCM5THFLT Info COHCRUDIV 16 ALL TGC TF 58 . 

Coa5thFlt 020359. Cincpac Pearl 231920. Propose sortie ULITHI 14 March 
East Long. Date. Request ETA TG 12.2 ULITHI be advanced if practicable. 

04 0417 CHSNNAULT to GROSS Info STRATEYEYER. NLMITZ .TAART . 

CAKX-6322. Ellsworth can give immediate coverage reurad top sec ’SIDLE 16 
dated 23 Feb, of area within 700 miles of HSIJN for weather recon toward 
KOREA as directed. SUPRY will you forward date you desire us to begin 
these operations. Reference further iade to recon :.tission of EAST CHINA 
SEA and western approaches to KYUSHU by F13*s as directed by Arnold by 
request of CINCPOA in Top Sec radio MARX 40419 for Wedeaeyer from Arnold 
dated 20 Feb. In order to conserve tonnage it is highly recommended that 
these missions be combined to permit the F13s to accomplish both projects 
during period L sinus 10 to L plus 5. If you concur we will provide 
weather observations KGNIi.tHANY F13's if necessary. 

04 0430 CINCPOA ADV HC to DEPCCT.SOTHAF Info CINCPOA PEARL.CCHSUBPAC.30MC0H 21 . 

Neutral shipmasters have reported that Japanese state TSUSHIMA STRAITS are 
mined. Exact location of minefields is not known. This has prevented ac¬ 
cess by submarines to profitable ship traffic .in the JAPAN SEA. Request 
you conduct repeated reconnaissance of TSUSHIMA STRAITS starting as early 
as oracticable and continuing for a stifficient oeriod in order‘to determine 
precise routes used by Japanese shipping through these Straits. 

04 0336 CINCPOA ADV HQ to CONGENAAFPOA Info COMINCH . 

Your 010241. Current and future plans based on JCS directives issued and 
in orospect as well as defensive plans of positions already under our con¬ 
trol including the HAWAIIAN ISLANDS are based in mart on availability 
and use of heavy bob groups currently assigned to POA. CincPOA does not 
acquiesce in their withdrawal for conversion to VLR Groups. In view of 
the employment of such groups in is-portant operations about to be under¬ 
taken he desires there be no reduction in their efficiency. 


3033 
















✓'""N 


04 0811 CUiCS".. ! ?A LLYTE to XLITD AIR FORCES fTOLOSYO Info CTF 73. C0M5TI:?LT . 

cihcpoa. ccmsp.;egt:-.;c, rilld -jp forces (tolosa). pot x:~com.rdvqu :-ho . 

11536. 5th Fleet conducts ICEBERG operation in accord with 5th Fleet 
OpPlan 1-45- All addressees have copies. Forces SWPA support this opera¬ 
tion. Para. The Coniander Allied Air Forces while continuing present 
-fissions vd.ll: (1) Extend until further orders sectors 5 to 10 inclusive 
search plan J to asiaia practicable distance effective L-lo. ( 2 ) Furnish 
support indicated in Caanajoder 5th Fleet Op Plan 1-45 Annex E para 2(c)(3, 
4,5,6). ( 3 ) Destro 7 hostile shipping and naval forces along the Hi DO 

CHINA-CHINA Coast and deny their voveaent toward Empire waters vd-thin 
licit of capabilities and .without detracting from requested specific sup¬ 
port as set forth above. Para. Direct communications as required is au¬ 
thorized between the Commander Allied Air Forces and Coji5thFlt and desig¬ 
nated Task Force Commanders 5th Fleet for initiating and coordinating of¬ 
fensive screen to be provided and coordination and execution of strikes 
in the FORMOSA Area. Para. The Con;zander Allied Air Forcd vvill: (l) 
report to this headquarters by 10 March tentative strike schedules during 
the period L-16 thru L-7 to include estimated strength of strikes and types 
of planes employed. (2) Effective L-18 report to Con5thFlt and all Task 
Forces 5th Fleet stride intents in the FORMOSA area including targets, 
number and types of planes involved giving 24 hours nbtice as practicable. 

ara. Since 20th BoaCoa cannot perfora missions indicated in OpPlan 1-45 
Annex E Commander Allied Air Forces will assume responsibility for missions 
assigned 20th BomSo.a in the FORMOSA Area as indicated in vara 2c ( 5 ) and (6) 
of Annex E OpPlan 1-45. 

04 0850 C0M5THFLT to CTF 53 Info ALL TGC CF TF 58 . 

Task organization your 26 O 63 O aoproved with following modifications. 

TG 53.1 delete LITTIE. TG 53.2 substitute * INTREPID for SHANGRI LA. Add 
SANTA FE until relieved by OAKLAND. TG 53.3 delete RANDOLPH. FLINT joins 
late. Delete ABBOT. TG 53.4 delete TICCNDERCGA, ATLANTA, DULUTH, vYADLEIGH, 
ROOKS, GREGORY, add RANDOLPH, ST LOUIS. ' ENTERPRISE, ALASKA, DesDiv 10? 
probably not ^resent for initial strilces. Para. ENTERPRISE, ALASKA, FLINT , 
DesDiv 107 iay not leave 1.0 JIMA until about 15 March and vvill require 
time for upkeep replenishment at ULITHI before joining you. You are author¬ 
ized to shift cruisers and destroyers your TF as considered advisable to 
equalize strength of groups. Assignments INTREPID, RANDOLPH above subject 
your concurrence. New subject. In connection your planning. My 020359. 
Note that in basic plan Appendix E ay OpPlan 1-45 insufficient time is al¬ 
lowed between departure ULITHI and arrival first launching position. 

05 0313 CIHCS'.YPA to CIKCP0A ADV ?! j Info XL IED /JR FORCES (T0L05A) ADV ECH GHQ . 

11532. Refer your 030219 TOS 494th Bomb Group can be returned to your 
operational control prior to 15 April. Request as aich advance notice as 
possible of date of return designated by your headquarters. 

05 0450 C0ir«EHAAFTX?A to CCKOSMAAPPOA ADMIN Info CO? r GSN?0A.CCMGENlOTHAPlfY.COMAF7. 
CINCPOA APVAII HO. CINCPCA EARL II . 

AAFP0A 0688. Reference Cinepoa Adv Hq 180147 GCT Feb quoted below: "To 
Go RenAAFRJA info IsCou K SN, IsCo 10US, CISC „C EARL, C.CUGSNPOA 

CCMGiFIlOTHFARMY. Your 160530. Your proposal is understood to be (1) That 
an Island Commander ‘exercise his responsibilities for air bases thru the 
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05 0450 COi'GSHAAFPOA TO C0MGENA4FP0A Affmi (ETC ) ('CGHT'Dl. 


Senior Artiy Air Echelon Com ..ander )resent who will have on his staff an 
officer acting as executive or assistant for air bases. This arrangement 
would avoid setting up an additional air base coa anders staff* (2) That 
each individual air field for which the Ariay is responsible would be Cou- 
landed by the senior officer stationed at the field. Tara. Since the war 
Department does not desire to irovide personnel for the staff of Air Base 
Coanands ay 142109 Jan is rescinded and the command procedure outlined 
above will obtain at 'ORKH'JT and at LEGUMINOUS air bases for which the Aray 
is responsible." Para 1. To initially exercise Army command responsibili¬ 
ties as approved in above quoted radio until arrival of a senior air echelon 
the folio..in^ action is massed to you: Para A. Initiate action to insure 
a staff of five officers and five enlisted men, with 35 '.easureaent tons, 
are echeloned into LEGUMINOUS with Island Con:.-and Staff. Para.B. Arrange 
for attachment of this staff for rations, transportation, equipment and 
shelter are included in measurewent tonnage. Para JC. This staff to be 
composed of 7th Air Force Headquarters personnel and will revert to then 
upon their arrival in LEGUMINOUS. 


05 0452 DE^OMAF 20 to CINCPCA ADV II . 

AAF’DA 0689. For your information the following message was sent to CouAF20 
reference URad OZj.0430 GCT Mar. :uote. Following reqtiest from Cincpoa is 
forwarded to you. v uote" Neutral shipmasters have reported that Japanese 
state TSUSHIMA STRAITS are mined. Exact location of .minefields is not 
known. This has prevented access by sub.viarines to profitable ship traffic 
in the JAPAN SEA. Request you conduct repeated reconnaissance of TSUSHIMA 
STRUTS starting as early as practicable and continuing for a sufficient 
period in order to deterriine precise routes used by Jap shipping thru these 
Straits. Unquote. Recommend this request be approved and BonCon. 21 be 
directed to conduct the necessary reconnaissance until desired infomation 
is obtained or this reconnaissance seriously interferes with urine mission 
of 20th .Air Force. Unquote. 

05 1410 CII3GPA0 ADV HQ to COUAIRPAC. OTF 53 Info C0M5THFLT . 

Although have great confidence in judgment of CouAirPac and CTF 5& am. ex¬ 
tremely reluctant to accept views expressed former*s 060615 and as* very 
hesitant to acquiesce in recoru endation :ade. Necessity for efficiency of 
groups is thoroughly appreciated but Importance of operations about to be 
undertaken in the prosecution of the war is such that employment of a 
Carrier Air Group that r.iay have passed its oeak is well justified, A T e can 
ill afford to reduce our striking power in a campaign of such ’orient. x± 
Please give further consideration to this matter and present foregoing 
views to responsible co -anders concerned. Unless capabilities of group 
lentioned are reduced belov; What night reasonably be expected after 5 months 
of operations (even though they have been strenuous months) desire CABOT 
uarticinate in coning campaign at least in the initial stages. Carrier Air 
Grouos have repeatedly shown not only courage and capabilities of the 
highest order but they have also displayed great stamina when their ser¬ 
vices were needed. Consider that CABOT' s group should be able to make valu¬ 
able contributions in the attacks on the enemy during the next few weeks 
and desire that it be so eaployed unless definitely unfitted. 
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05 0615 COMAIRPAC to CINCPAC ADV HQ Info CTF 53. 0GM5THFLT. CO:. .IRPAC An».rrw 
C~: C?1'A --- - -—' 


CoaAirPac top secret serial 00426 March 1, Enclosure A, CVLG 29 in CABOT 
not fit to be retained in CABOT for forthco.jd.ng operation and CoaAirPac 
" -» cannot irovide a replace; lent group. My recommendation is to sail CABOT 

with CVLG 29 prior ’larch 15 for Navy Yard availability and reforming of 
group. CTF 58 concurs. 

03 2135 OQHGENAAFPOA ADI.iN to ClMGEKPCA Info CG 10THA1\J.CGAAFM;A Passed by CoriGenPOA 
(06 0632 ) to CI”CECA DOTH H.., 


AAFPOA ADMIN 36 9F0M0K . Tliis headquarters assures request of CoaGen 10 in 
his top sec date tire group 020025 March is based on desire to be able to 
deal directly with Aray Air Forces Combat and Service Units nominated for 
ICEBERG on such subjects as postal, sanitation, intelligence, and other 
natters which affect his overall responsibilities for defense and discipline. 
It is not considered feasible to attach all individual Airy Air Forces 
Units to ComGen 10 v.ithout qualification as ratter of operational control 
and adisinistration by higher Aray Air Forces Echelons of Coanand is involved, 
as well as status of tactical and strategic air cooaands as defined by 
Cincpoa. Recosatend the following orocuedure: (A) That ConGenAAFPOA take 
action to assign or attach all units nouinated for ICEBERG, exclusive of 
20th Air Force Units, to 7th Air Force. (B) That ConGenAAFPOA take action 
to assign or detach all 2Qth AF units nominated for ICEBERG to 316 Wing 
CJTAIR Depot LEGUMINOUS (OKINAWA). (C) That CoaGen 10 exercise his overall 
authority and discharge his assigned responsibilities with reference to Aray 
\ir Forces Units through CowAF 7, ComOff Air Depot LEGUMINOUS, and CoaGen 
316 V/ing. (D) That CoaGen 10 be authorized, in those cases where it is 
either necessary or expedient prior to the establishment of respective head¬ 
quarters for 7th AF, Air Depot, and 316 Wing at destination, to deal directly 
and in a co.uiand capacity with ...ray Air Forces Units nominated for ICEBERG 
on matters pertaining to preparation for movement., landing procedures, 
island defenses and dipcirline, sanitation, and those other Aatters not 
pertaining to the operational control and ea iloyiaent of Aray Air Forces 
Units for which he is responsible. (E) That ConGenFOA instruct interested 
commands to take necessary action to implement the above. 


05 1800 CINCPOA PEARL P , to CCMINCII Info CINCPOA ADV HQ . 

ConGenAAF D 0A requests Ear Department be informed of contents ay O 4 O 836 
which is confined. It is essential that there be no reduction in the 
bombardment strength assigned to the Pacific Ocean .Areas. 

06 0150 CINCPAC ADV I!.’, to CO’T/ESSEAFRCN Info COl-iNCH. CINCPAC 'URL H; . 


W 



Your 031823. Following‘is ray estimate: Japanese High Ccasaand realizes that 
GERMANY will be defeated in a latter of months. She fears the probability 
of RUE. I ll abrogation of their Neutrality Pact and the possibility of 
RUSSIAN participation in the Far Eastern conflict. Her immediate military 
concern is the defense of the Empire and its inner zone approaches. 'Chile 
adverse weather on the northern route for an attack as outlined your 031328 
would large negate Blue air search and enhance the enemy's capability of an 
undetected approach it is believed that the operations of the ac Fit will 
reduce the possibility of such an attempt to remote chance. Psychologically 
such an attack ’would not be a suitable answer to the Japanese people's 
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06 0150 CINCPAC ADV HP to COM'JSSSEAFRON Info CUMNCK. CINCPAC "EARL IP.. . (CONT'D) 

question "./here is the Izspericl Navy". Particularly so when their inner for¬ 
tress and homeland is under attack. In short the vast ocean areas that are 
infrequently traveled and the normal v;eather conditions :aake possible an 
undetected r r id. Intelligence is not sufficiently co;.'irehensive to give ad¬ 
vance warnings. Pacific Fleet ..ill be employed in offensive operations that 
are very likely to keep enemy forces close to the homeland. An air attack 
on SAN FRANCISCO could be j*ade. It is highly improbable. 

26 0630 CTF 58 to C0M5THFLT . 

Suggested TF 58 organization for ICEBERG. TG 58.1 - HORNET (F), WASP, 
BENNINGTON, BELLEAU VfOOD, MASSACHUSETTS, INDIANA, VINCENNES, MIAMI, VICKSBURG, 
SAN JUAN, DesRons 61 and 25. TG 58.2 - FRANKLIN (F), SHANGRI LA, HANCOCK, 

SAN JACINTO, WASHINGTON, NORTH CAROLINA, BALTIMORE, PITTSBURGH, OAKLAND, Des 
Rons 52 and 53. TG 58.3 - ESSEX (F), BUNKER HILL (F), RANDOLPH, BATAAN, 

CABOT, NEW JERSEY, SOUTH DAKOTA, PASADENA, SPRINGFIELD, ASTQRIE, WILKES BARRE, 
INDIANAPOLIS (if present), FLINT, CdlDesRons 62 and 48. TG 58*4 - TICONDERr- 
OGA (F), YORKTOWN, ENTERPRISE, INDEPENDENCE, LANGLEY, WISCONSIN, MISSOURI, 
ALASKA, GUAM, ATLANTA, DULUTH, SAN DIEGO, DesRons 54 and 47. If one DesRon 
must be given up suggest DesRon 60. CABOT scheduled to go back for overhaul. 
Does this include all ships assigned TF 58. 

05 0817 CTF 58 to C0M5THFLT Info CINCPAC BOTH HQ. CTF 73. CTG 50.8. CINCSWPA. CTF 94. 

CTG 50.5. 20TH BCECOM. ADV ECH GHQ. ALL TGC TF 58. 

Your 020359 not to all nor needed. Propose sortie ULITHI 14 March. Fuel 
Lat 19-47 Long 137-38 E 0700 I(-9) 16 March. Strike KYUSHU 18-19 March. Re¬ 
plenish 0700 March 21 SW corner BEDBUG. On 23-24 March strike OKINAWA GUNTO 
from 25 N 128 E. On 25 March 58.1 and 58.4 routine strikes from position E 
OKINAWA while 58.2 and 58.3 replenish SW corner area BEETLE. Beginning 26 
March 2 groups strike OKINAWA GUNTO daily from Lat 26-20 N Long 129-35 E. 

TG 58.2 and 58.3 striking first 2 day period while 2 groups replenish. TG 58.1 
and 58.4 replenish first 2 day period beginning 0700 I(-9) 26 March SW 
corner area BEETLE. Subsequent 2 day replenishment periods beginning at 1000 
I(—9) SW corner area GLOWWORM. All groups stride OKINAWA 1 April. New subject. 
Is DesRon 60 assigned Task Force 58. 

06 0324 CINCPOA PEARL to COMGENFMFPAC Info CINCPOA ADV. COMGENPOA. CG SS FMFPAC. 

CG 3RDFHIBC0RPS. CO ?!ARINE CAMP KAUAI. COMGEN TEN. C0M14.C0MIHCH.MARC0RPS. 

COMPHIBSPAC. COMFWDAREA. COMSOPAC. COMSOPACSCHFMFPAC.COMFWDECHFMFPAC. 

ComGenPOA 0|0558 makes facilities available KAUAI requested your 200340 Feb. 
Your 312231 Jan and Cincpoa Adv 160846 Feb refer. 1st MarDiv authorized to 
use KAUAI facilities for rehabilitation and staging following ICEBERG Opn. 

Use beyond this period is subject to future consideration depending upon 
status FILBAS Agreement and requirements ComGenPOA following ETO redeploy¬ 
ment. Direct communication between ComGenFMFPac and ComGenPOA in making 
final arrangements authorized. References not to all or needed. 
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06 1140 CINCBIT to CINCPAC ADV HO. Info CINCPAC PEARL. CTNCSWPA .C0M7THFLT.CTF71.FOS. 

CIHC El. S4s8, 7 admiralty : --—-- Lj —* 

This is part 1 of my 061145. Memorandum N61. Para B* Para 2. 8th Submarine 
Flotilla (MAIDSTONE) comes under my orders on 1st April and is hereby re¬ 
ported for duty. Request confirmation of continued assignment to Southwest 
Pacific Forces. Para 3» 4th Submarine Flotilla (ADAMANT) comes under ny 
orders on 1st April and is also herein reported for duty. Request you will 
propose assignment of this flotilla to Southwest Pacific Forces. 

06 1145 CINCBPF to CINCPAC ADV HQ Info (SAME AS ABOVE) . 

This is part 2 final of my 061145. Previous part 061140. Para 4. 8 th Submarine 
Flotilla consists of depot ship MAIDSTONE and submarines MANTALUS, TELEMACHUS, 
ZWAARDVISCH, SIRDAR, SPITEFUL. STORM, STURDY SPIRIT, SPARK, TRADE5VIND, TUDOR, 
STYGIAN. Para 5. 4th Sub Flotilla consists of depot ship ADAMANT and sub¬ 
marines TERRAPIN THOROUGH TRENCHANT SUPREME THULE THRASHER RORQUAL SEA SPOUT 
SELENE TANTIVY TRUMP TIPTOE PARAUII. 

06 1419 ARNOLD to RICHARDSON. Info NIMITZ. LEM AY. HAHMCN. SMALL. 73RD 7;TNG (SAIPAN) . 

(WARX 48274). Requirements for 2 additional Very Heavy Bomb Wings for ADJUTANT 
(MTYAKO JIMA) in your 0622 dated 2 March 1945 draws the following comments: 

(A) Assumed here that 316 Wing will be deployed to INDISPENSABLE (IE SHIMAf 
and 3 groups converted from B24 to Very Heavy Bomb Grodps referred to in 
WARX 43162 of 24 February 1945 will be deployed to LEGUMINOUS (OKINAWA). (B) 
Action now being taken to secure approval for assignment of 489 Group as a 
Very Heavy Bomb Group to 20 AF and deployment to POA. Assume that this group 
will also be deployed to LEGUMINOUS, (C) Next step in increasing number of 
Very Heavy Bomb Groups in Pacific Theaters calls for redeployment of 8 heavy 
groups from EUROPE for conversion to Very Heavy Bomb Groups in the United 
States and further deployment to the Pacific Theaters. Believe this plan 
firm enough to permit you to consumate base developments plans indicating 
commitment of 8 additional very heavy bomb groups for ADJUTANT. (D) Capa¬ 
bility of converting groups referred to in C above present following readi¬ 
ness dates for both air and ground echelons in the U.S.: 1 in October, 3 in 
November and 4 in Dec. Withdrawal of these 8 groups from EUROPE dependent 
on JCS and CCS approval. (E) Supporting Army Air Force service elements 
can be provided. Due to critical shortage of Amy Service Force Supporting 
Services, difficulties may be encountered in providing complete Amy Service 
Force support, however, every effort will be made to meet requirements based 
on the readiness dates of combat elements in D above. (F) To increase strength 
of very heavy bomb groups, each group to be augmented by 6 UE aircraft plus 
3 reserve and 1.7 crews after each unit has been operational for 6 months* 

This augnentation to commence in August of this year. 
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07 1255 CTF 51 to COM5THFLT Info OINCPAC ADV HQ. CTF 56 . 


Mjr 050630 possibly optimistic as to time of evacuation 5th Corps and 4th 
and 5th MarDivs but continued pressure by troops is having its effect in 
spite of recent small advances* Consider Hill should stay here as SO PA 
until evacuation these troops accomplished* Para* All OBB departed ULITHI 
tonight and 2 CVE but am holding 5 CVE until ni^it of 8th* Also retaining 
SALT LAKE CITY, TUSCALOOSA and 9 DD at present as need for troop support 
gunfire is not over* Believe cruisers and 3 DD can leave by 10th as enemy 
terrain should then be smaller* Army P 51s not trained in troop support 
but will be given training so as first to supplement And then replace CVE 
aircraft after 11 March* At that time 81 P51s and 18 VMTB will be here* 
Recommend retaining ENTERPRISE here until night of 15th if possible* Paral* 
ELDORADO departs for GUAM forenoon 9th. General Smith and operating staff 
will be on AUBURN until organized resistance ceases, Para* Believe mopping 
up will require considerable time, 

07 1319 CINCPAC AT WASHINGTON to CINCPOA BOTH HQ, Info CQMINCH * 

Until further instructions are received base fuel estimates for British 
Pacific Fleet on training and passage between ports but no combat operations 
during Fhase 1 next operation, 

07 2050 C0M5THFLT VIA CINCPAC ADV HO. to CTF 51 . 

Tour 071255 approved subject to developments ashore except desire earlier 
release of ENTERPRISE group if night fighter squadron is ready to take over, 

01 0151 COMGENFMFPAC to MARCORPS Info CQMINCH & CNO. CINCPAC BOTH HQ * 

ReUr 27204S, Firm request for 3rd Phase ICEBERG 2500 arrive 1 May 45 for ffe 
4th MarDiv MAUI. 2500 arrive 1 May 45 for 5th MarDiv HAWAII. 2500 arrive 10 
May 45 for 3rd MarDiv GUAM. 5000 arrive 1 July 45 Transient Center Fwd Ech 
GUAM. Tentative request to be confirmed 2500 arrive 10 July 45 for 2nd MarDiv 
SAIPAN. 2500 arrive 10 July 45 for 6th MarDiv GUAM. 2500 arrive 1 July 45 
for 1st MarDiv KAUAI* 5000 arrive 15 August 45 Transient Center Fwd Ech 
GUAM. 

06 0810 CTF 58 to CINCPAg ADV HQ Info CINCPAC PEARL HQ. CCMAIRPAC . 

Tour 051410* Appreciate your confidence in ny judgement and I believe that 
I have as great an appreciation of the importance of future operations as 
that expressed in your 051410 and fully agree that we can ill afford to re¬ 
duce our striking power, however I cannot agree that the substitution of a 
worn out Carrier Group can in any way compensate for the fresh Air Groups of 
the ENTERPRISE and SHANGRI LA. Your attention further invited to the fact 
that EWTERFRISE has only night planes equipped and trained for night search 
which in the past has proven to be the most necessary asset for the night 
carrier operations. Although my opinion has not been asked I agree that we 
can ill afford to reduce out striking pcwer in a campaign of such moment 
and importance. 
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07 1945 COM INCH to CINCPOA 30IH HQ. Info C0M7THFLT. C OF S ARMY AND CINC5WPA . 


All numbers in this message are thousands of enlisted SeaBees. Current ceil¬ 
ing of 272 cannot be raised and authorized induction rate precludes filling 
this ceiling before April 1946* Totals available for overseas employment 
worldwide will not exceed the following. For March this year 152. April 
194. May 196, June 193, July 200, Aug 202, Sept 204, Oct 206, Nov 203, Dec 
210, Jan next year 212, Feb 214, March 216, April and thereafter 218. Mini¬ 
mum of 7 are required for ATLANTIC and EUROPE. Para. Estimated Pacific situ¬ 
ation June 1945 will be about 60 in SoWesPac including those on loan and 
about 131 in POA including NorPac, CenPac and SoRac. Not now planned to 
assign additional SeaBees to SwWesPac. Estimating start withdrawal those on 
loan Nov will reduce those available to SsWesPac to 40 by April 1946. 
Therefore total available for all POA operations will be approximately 
July 133, Aug 135, Sept 137, Oct 139, Nov 145, Dec 150, Jan 157, Feb 161, 

Mar 165, Apr 171. Foregoing includes all CB CB Specials CBMU miscellaneous 
detachments and headquarters units available for work overseas which appears 
scanty resources to cover all present and subsequent NorPac and CenPac opera¬ 
tions enroute to and for final defeat of JAPAN. Para. Complements of CB 
unit8 now on station in the Pacific aggregate 189 which exceeds total avail¬ 
able and accordingly many units are under strength. Additional units re¬ 
quested by addees and now formed assigned and awaiting transportation from 
the U.S. aggregate 32 making total 221 of which only 191 will exist by June 
and only 213 will exist by following April and thereafter. No indication 
here that any under this para are for operations beyond ICEBERG 2. Para. 

MT will be necessary to adjust magnitude and rates of construction work and 
projects to suit foregoing allocations or to accomplish work ttth Army or 
local civilian labor. Para. Advise your proposed CB deployment and rollup 
schedule on basis of foregoing also its effect on approved commitments* 


03 0011 COMGENFMFPAC to MARCORPS Info CINCPOA BOTH HQ. COMINCH & CNO. 

Current total casualties and probable delay in returning same from forward 
areas the 4th and 5th MarDivs require minimum total of 250 officers and 5000 
enlisted arrive at FRAY earliest practicable date for Phase 3 ICEBERG. Drafts 
to be composed similar to battle replacement drafts* This request is in 
addition to ny 010151 T/S(plus6.5) to you and my 242319 to CinCPOA. Advise 
ETD West Coast. 

08 0500 DEPCOMAF 20 POA to CINCPOA ADV HQ Info 21 BOMCOM . 

Dispatch 070102 GCT 21 BomCom not held by you recommends that until sterile 
izers with times of 4 months or longer are available authority be granted 
to lay mines 25, 251M4, 26 Mod 1, 26 Mod 1H2, 36 , 36MM2 without sterilizers. 
Present short time sterilizers make frequent relaying of minefields neces¬ 
sary. Sterilizers not required in 5 months. All magnetic mechanisms capable 
of being swept by own forces. All mines with A-5 and A-6 mechanism will be 
laid with present short time sterilizers. 5-month sterilizing clocks will 
become available in near future and will be used to sterilize all mines at 
time requested by Theater Commander. Request authority to lay acoustic and 
magnetic mines without sterilizers in forthcoming operation at SHIMOMOSEKI 
STRAIGHTS. Further request information as to future sterilizing dates that 
may be required for any mining target grids. Refer to 21 BomCom top secret 
letter of 28 February 1945, subject: Target Grids for Operation STARVATION* 


3040 











MARCH(GCT) 

08 0533 CINCPAC ADV HQ to CC615THFLT . 


My 051410 and CTF 58 060810 will defer action until receipt your recom¬ 
mendation. 

08 0730 21 BQHCCM to DEPCOM 20AF Info CINCPAC ADV HQ. 

X3I 0465 * Subject: VLR operation in support ofICEBERG. In accordance with 
discussion between representatives of Cincpoa, DepCan 20AF, and 21 BomCom 
on 7 March 45 the following operations by this command are proposed. 1* L-22 
to L-IjO: Maximum operations against HONSHU* 2* L-20 and L-10: Photo recon¬ 
naissance of NANSEI SHOTO, with particular attention to OKINAWA GUNTO, if 
requested by Cincpoa. 3« When requested: Reconnaissance for enemy picket 
boats in specific areas desired by Cincpoa* 4* L-10 to L-5: (A) L-1Q or 
L-9 (depending upon weather); attack against KYUSHU air installations, as 
selected by Cincpoa, if visual bombing is possible* Under radar bombing 
condition attack will be made against NAGASAKI or OMURA* (B) L-6 or L-5; 
repeat ■lih«ihi«iiiauihaiwiK above plan of attack* 5* L-1D to L-5: Mining of 
SHIMONOSEKI STRAITS with 1500 mines which is estimated will effect complete 
closure for 4 weeks* 6. After L-5: Full scale operations against HONSHU 
will be resumed* 

08 0903 CINCPAC ADV HQ. to C0M5THFLT Info CTF 58 . 

21st BomCom is prepared to conduct picket boat sweep in conjunction with 
carrier strikes in ICEBERG. If these operations desired in lieu of possible 
similar sweep by TG 50*5 request recommendation details timing and location. 

08 1445 CINCPAC ADV HQ. to CCM5THFIT . 

Refer BomCom 21 080730. DepCom 20th AF will be advised that Item 2 is not 
required. Advise if Item 3 is desired and if affirmative specify area to be 
covered. Comment on Item 4* Early reply is requested in order to permit 
firm arrangements with BomCom 21* 

02 0135 CTF 51 to C0M5THFLT passed to CINCPAC ABV HQ . 

According to present information TF 51 will be assigned for forthcoming 
operations shins requiring escort: 8 OBB 12 cruisers 16 CVE 188 transport 
types (not including area reserve) I 83 LST 112 LSM plus several miscellaneous 
types. For this number of ships I consider the minimum proportion of escorts 
is as follows: 2 escorts for each CVE or a total of 32 escorts* Considering 
initial fire support requirements 1 and 1/4 CDs are required for each OBB 
or cruiser or a total of 25 DDs. 1/2 escort for each transport type or a 
total of 94 escorts* For each LST LSM LCI Group the very minimum is 1 DD 
and 1 DD type or a total of 10 DD and 10 DD type plus all assigned SC PC 
types plus reserve minesweeping units. Para. Based on this ratiojf total 
escorts required are 171 DD DE types whereas your 211153 assigns 124 DD DE, 
Para. There are 29 groups for movement in TF 51* Groups have been consoli¬ 
dated for movement even to the extent of moving units to objective before 
actually required* Para. Due to early movement and initial screening require¬ 
ments it is considered essential that the western island attack group have 
a strong escort thus further increasing the need for an adequate assignement 
of escorts. Para* Due to the extensive and early minesweeping required it 
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02 0135 CTF 51 to Com5thFlt passed to CINCPAC ADV HO (CONTINUED) 

is not practicable to consider minecraft as available, except for reserve 
units, for escort or screening duty until some time after L day except at 
night. Furthermore APD’s assigned for troops or UDT's while available for 
screening enroute are required early at the objective and initially are 
not available for area screening. Para. In view of the foregoing it is re¬ 
quested that additional escorts be assigned. Para. It is proposed with 
your concurrence that the 4 DE now assigned to the Northern Garrison Group 
be assigned to the Southern Attack Force and be returned from the objective 
unless provision can be made for assignment of escorts from new construction 
or escorts returning from overhaul. Para. It is requested the following 
additional AFD be assigned TF 51 ROPER DIACHENKO CHASE GREENE TATTNALL 
RINGNESS SIMS STRING!AM and such of following whose material condition 
permits participation GEO E BADGER CLEMSON SANDS GOLDSBOROUGH DICKERSON 
HERBERT HUMPHREYS OVERTON CROSBY KILTY MANLEY SCHLEY and TALBOT. Para. 

With the assignment of these fchips there will still be a deficiency of 16 
escorts assuming that escorts for Northern and Southern Garrison Forces are 
provided from escorts returned from the objective or from other sources. It 
is requested that efforts be made to provide TF 51 with the 16 additional 
escorts from TF 58 and rear areas. 

080920 CTR 51 to C0M5THFLT Info CTF 53 . 

Your 072050. Shore night fighters have taken over at objective but can not 
do so in carrier area. Recommend ENTERPRISE remain for that purpose, striking 
CHICHI JIMA supporting troops and cover for ships present. Request your 
reply go for action to CTG 51.21. 

08 1942 MARCORPS to CG FMFPAC Info CINCPOA BOTH HQ. COMINCH & CNO . 

Explain request UrDis 080011. 15,000 battle replacements furnished each 

Corps prior to DETACHMENT. Latest casualty figures 5th Corps approximately 
14,000. 7500 battle replacements ready 1 April for 5th Corps. 5000 re¬ 
placements planned for arrival Transient Center Fwd Ech GUAM 1 July. Can 
returnable wounded of 5th Corps be transferred to 3rd Corps at GUAM to 
allow diversion of 39th, 40th, 45th and 46 th replacement drafts to Hawaiian 
Area and cencellation of request UrDis 080011. 

09 0555 DEPC0MAF2Q to CQMCOM 21 Info CINCPAC ADV HQ . 

(NBR 0778Z). Your 080730Z (GCT) approved. 

09 0748 CINCPAC ADV HQ to COMINCH . 

CinCBPF O 6 II 4 O passed separately. Recommend assignment of 4th and 8th Sub¬ 
marine Flotillas to 7th Fleet as of 1 April as agreed in NF-1 page 2 para 6. 
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28 1D36 CTG 52.2 to CTF $1 Info CTF 52. CCHAIRPAC. COM5THFLT .(5THFLT PASSEt^S FOLLOWS) 
°3 0613 00M5THFLT to CINCPAC BOTH HQ Info COMSSCARFOR . 


Com5thFlt 28 IO 36 * CcsnAirPac 130506 states HFS dates of CVE*s west coast ares 
All dates April: HOGGATT BAY 2, MANILA BAY 3, NEHENTA BAY 6, KITKUN BAY 
and SALAMAUA both 17* Also expect the BLOCK ISLAND and possible the GILBERT 
ISLAND should be RFS during this period. Due to the protracted nature of 
the "ICEBERG" Operation consider that as many of these CVEs as practicable 
should be made available as rotating reliefs for the CVEs now assigned and 
to bring forward if found necessary replenishment pilots aircraft and air¬ 
craft spares to the objective area. This provision for replenishment would 
be in addition to that specified in Annex H of Com5thFlt OpPlan 1-45. 


05 0120 CQMFHIBSPAC to C0M5THFLT Info COMAIRPAC . 

5THFLT passed for action to CINCPAC BOTH HQ Info COHESCARFOR . 

Concur with CTG 52.2 030613 particularly as to feasibility of making 1st 3 
CVE’s available during Phase n with additional CVEs for Phase III. Recom¬ 
ment plans be made for early employment of new construction and overhauled 
CVEs to replace losses from battle damage and operations and to provide 
reliefs. 


08 0345 CQM5THFLT to CINCPAC BOTH HQ Info COMAIRPAC. COMPHIBSPAC. COMESCARFOR . 


CTG 52.2's 03061 3 and COMPHIBSPAC 050120 passed to you. Concur in recom¬ 
mendations. 


08 2317 JOINT SECURITY CONTROL Info REAR ECH HUNMING KANDY CEYLON CCMGENPOA. CINCSTCPA. 

AMDEL CO. 21 BOMCCM. 20 BOMCOM. 20 AT. AMMISCA CHUNGKING. CINCPAC PEARL to 

CINCPAC ADV HQ for Info . 

WARX 49890. Para 1. In view of forthcoming transfer of 20 BomCom from 
INDIA SACSEA has requested approval of: (A) Deception indicating that 20 
BomCom will remain in SEAC until 1945 monsoon and (B) That strictest security 
precautions be imposed to ccmceal arrival in MARIANAS. Para 2. Subsequent 
exchanges of cables between commands and agencies concerned has resulted 
in concurrence in :(A) SACSEA request that 20 BomCom remain fictionally in 
SEAC until 15 June 1945 and (B) Security measures of air movements as fol¬ 
lows: (1) Varied flight by single aircraft. (2) Radio silence to be main¬ 
tained by aircraft except in distress. (3) Departure and arrival messages 
transmitted over high level channels preferably Telecon. (4) Radio traffic 
level between BomCom 20 and all stations to be maintained at present level 
until 15 June 1945. Para 3* All concerned please cooperate all possible 
execution these measures which must necessarily be controlled by ComGen 
BomCom 20 in collaboration with SACSEA and CG USF IBT. Information copies 
all communications with respect to this subject should be furnished to 
Joint Security Control. Para 4. SACSEA please keep JSC currently informed 
of all implementation measures taken (5 code word covering above features 
will follow). 

09 1337 CINCPOA (WASH) to CINCSWPA Info CG FSAF. CCM7THFLT.CINCFOA BOTH HQ. COMAIRPAC. 
COMINCH. COMGENAIRFMFPAC• 

30^3 

Marine AirWing 1 will be needed for operations in the POA after 1 July. The 
2 fighter groups will be employed in the latter phases of the ICEBERG Opera¬ 
tion. It is requested that they be withdrawn from combat not later than 15 May 
and prepared for staging northward in June. The medium bomber group will be 
employed at an objective to be seized in Aug and should be read^ for staging 
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09 1337 CINCFOA (WASH) TO CINCSWPA INFO CQMGENFEAF. C0M7THFLT. ETC . (CONT*D) 

northward about 1 Sept. The dates on which the other groups will be needed 
will be furnished as soon as practicable. 

09 2359 C0M5THFLT to COMSPBPAC Info CINCPAC ADV. CTG 50.5. CTF 58. ALL TGC TF 58 - 

Planned TF 58 track from 0600 I(-9) L minus '15 position Lat 24-50 N Long 
135-50 E to 0545 I(—9) L minus 14 Lat 30-00 N Long 132—30 E. Request anti- 
picket boat sweep of maximum practicable width not to exceed 40 miles each 
side of track. Desire sweep to be undetected if possible and to be com¬ 
pleted at latest practicable time but not less than 200 miles in advance of 
passage of the Task Force. Request your proposal. 

10 0535 CINCPOA ADV HQ to CTF 58 Info C0M5THFLT .CTG51.1.CG10THARMY.CTF 51. CTF 52 . 

Ref UrDis top secret 050817 request photographic reconnaissance KERAMO RETTO 
and KEISE SHIMA on or about LOVE minus 9« Make photo interpretation to de¬ 
termine accurate location of new military installations and report findings 
by dispatch to CTG 51.1 prior to LOVE minus 7* 

08 0211 COMAIRPAC ADMIN to CINCPOA FSARL HQ Info CINCPOA ADV HQ. . 

RAdm Sherman top secret memo of 25 Feb. concerning movement of Marine Air 
Groups from LEGUMINOUS to IMPROMPTU and subsequent allocation Field 1 for 
carrier aircraft. In order to provide readily available replacement aircraft 
for carriers in LCNGTOM operation recommend provision advance echelon of 
ACORN to arrive LEGUMINOUS (OKINAWA) concurrently with assembly and loading 
of materials for forward movement by MAG-31 at Field 1. Acorn equipped to 
take over field operation upon loading of ground personnel and equipment of 
MAG31 and to assist in maintenance Marine aircraft remaining on field durin g 
interim prior their departure. Thereafter to receive and issue only combat 
ready carrier aircraft at rate of 300 per month, maintaining a pool of at 
least 200 such aircraft to ensure availability at all times. Acorn to be 
augnented and CASU added at later date as appropriate to support carrier 
groups. Assuming navy housing and facilities furnished MAG-31 will remain 
on field shipment initial increment Acorn estimated to involve 1050 personnel 
and 9235 MT equipment from West Coast to TESI north. Shipment later augmen¬ 
tation and CASU estimated to involve 596 personnel and 3138 ITT. 

10 1400 CQM5THFLT to CINCPAC ADV.TF 58 Info CQM7THFLT. CINCSWPA■ C0MGEN5THAAF.COMGEN 
13THAAP. CO’.TA'.VIO. CTF73 .CQMGEHXXIB0MC0M.DEPCOMGSN20TK AF .COMFAWPRI .CCMSUBPAC. 

ALL TFC5THFLT.CTG 50.8. CTG 50.9 . 

This is Change 2 ny OpPlan 1-45. Change 1 not to all. Make following changes 
in Annex E. Cancel Tab 1 to Appendix 1 and substitute the following schedule. 
TF 58 sortie from ULITHI L minus 18. Commence fueling 19-50N137-IJOE at 0700 
L minus 16 course 345 speed 12. Strike KYUSHU air insta lla tions L minus 14 
and L minus 13 from approx position on line between 30-OON 132-30E and 31-00N 
133-30E retire to southwest comer area BEDBUG passing thru 27-30N 134-30E at 
0700 L minus 12. Refuel and rearm commencing L minus 11. At 1900 L minus 10 
commence run into 25-00 N 128-OOE FMC strikes on OKINAWA,SUKISHIMA, AMAMI 
Groups and MINAMI DAITO, Present plan is for full TF strike L minus 9 and 
L minus 8 and thereafter alternately 2 TGs strike daily while remaining 2 re¬ 
fuel and rearm. Refueling and rearming in area BEETLE thru L minus 5 there¬ 
after in area GLOCTGRM until L day. If strike on FORMOSA or KYUSHU should be 
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10 1400 CQM5THFLT to CINCPAC ADV HQ. TF 58. ETC. (CHG. HO. 2 to OnPlan 1-/ , 5 CONT»D) . 

necessary between L mingis 9 and L day information will be promulgated by 
dispatch, Para. TG 50.5 furnish offensive screen to cover fast carriers 
L nanus 16 and L minus 15 and during retirement on L minus 12 and fueling 
in area BEDBUG L minus 11 and L minus 10.. Other missions remain as assigned 
my OpPlan 1-45. Para. Applies to 20 Air Force. Cancel Para 2(B)(1). Cancel 
Para 2 (B)(2) and substitute following only. 21 BomCom: (A) Attack KYUSHU 
on L minus 5 or L minus 4 and on L minus 1 or L day instead of days as pro¬ 
posed Item 4 in wl BomCom 080730 not to all. (B) Mine SHIMONOSEKI STRAIT L 
Minus 5 to L day. Para. SoiVesPac: Delete last sentence in 2(C)(2). Cancel 
2(C)(3)A, 2(C)(3 )c, TXM (C)(4),2(C)(5). In lieu of cancelled requirements 
request PB4Y screan(interdiction) for carriers fueling and rearming general 
area BEETLE from L minus 7 thru L minus 5 and area GLOTWORM L minus 4 thru 
L day maximum implementation CINCSIYPA 010626 of Feb not to all will fulfill 
balance of requirements. Para. Request for lifeguard submarine services 
be separate dispatch. TF Commanders pass to subordinate commanders who re¬ 
quire. 

U 0133 COMGSNFMFPAC to MARCORPS WASH Info CNO.CINCPOA BOTH HQ, COMINCH . 

This is Part 2 & final. Part 1 was 110205. Application of ltr of Instr. No. 
762 will result in unknown number of evacuees. Best estimate available 5000 
replacements my 080011 required to rehabilitate 4th and 5th Divisions over 
and above returnable casualties. 2500 battle replacements mounted out each 
these Divisions already absorbed on target. Para. Intention to change as 
required destination and employment of replacements other than those sched¬ 
uled direct to Divisions ny 010151. Para. Consider revocation present plans 
2 year rotation 3rd MarDiv and other 5th FhibCorps units only alternative 
if you cannot comply ny 080011. Para. For your information our figures indi¬ 
cate 899 officers 14864 enlisted now attached 3rdFhibCorps will have completed 
24 months overseas by 30 June and will require replacements in addition to 
battle casualties upon withdrawal Fhase I and II ICEBERG to conform rotation 
policy. Force troops not now attached either Corps and supply service date 
not included in above figures. 

110205 COMGSNFMFPAC to MARCORPS Info C0MINCH& CNO. CINCPAC/CINCPOA BOTH HQ . 

This is Part 1 of 110133. 30000 replacements mentioned your 081942 dis¬ 
tributed as follows: 2500 to each VF 6 Divisions and mount out with them. 

6250 diverted 2nd MP Bn 1st MarDiv 2nd MarDiv 6th MarDiv and PEARL to bring 
organizations to T/0 plus approximately k% prior mounting and accomplish 
rotation. 3750 new GUAM as operational reserve DETACHMENT. 5000 in DRAOVS 
39, 40, 45 and 46 to GUAM operational reserves ftiases I and II ICEBERG. Plara. 
To accomplish rotation 3rd MarDiv 3750 now GUAM plus returnable casualties 
and 2500 presently attached that division required. To complete rotation 5th 
FhibCorps units other than divisions will require additional 1500 over and 
above all current requisitions. Destination PEARL. Consider this dispatch as 
firm request for battle replacements mount out with 5th PhibCorps 3rd Phase 
ICEBERG and is confirmed by your 081942. Para. Necessary evacuate m a x i mu m 
from MARIANAS provide space ICEBERG casualties. Have requested Cincpoa Adv 
Hq expedite evacuation maximum number 4th and 5th Division returnable 
casualties to PEARL for return to those Divisions. 
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11 2347 C0M5THFLT to COMAAFSffPA Info CINCSWPA BOTH HQ. CINCPAC BOTH HQ.COMAF 5. CTF58 . 

Cite AX-70018 which is your 101650 l(-9). British carrier participation 
cancelled. If later scheduled you will be informed, Seeray 101400 info CINCSWPA 
and CCMAF 5 for latest planned air operations which include sweeps and strikes 
by TF 58 against OKINAWA SAKISHBtA and AMAMI Groups and MIN AMI DAITO L minus 9 
thru L Day as necessary to maintain neutralization. New subject: Because of 
fleet radio silence deliver other traffic through GUAM via high command radio 
broadcast channel. 

120011 COMGENAAFPOA to CINCPOA ADV HQ . 

AAFPOA 0827. Reference AAFPOA 020652 GCT March relative to release of 494 
Bomb Group Heavy from operational control, and Mac Arthur's 050313 GCT March 
which asks as much advance notice as possible of date of return desired by 
Cincpoa. Recomnend FEAF be given firm date of termination of■operational 
control of 15 April 1945# 

12 0345 CINCSWPA Info CINCPOA ADV. COMALLIED AF. ADV ECH GHQ SWPA . 

CX 12042. Reference is made to 5thFlt operation Plan 1-45, para 2(C)(7) of 
Annex E. Following is strike schedule in support ofICEBERG for oeriod L 
minus 16 thru L minus 7: During nights of L minus 12/11 thru and including 
L minus 9/8 2 special radar Liberators will be over FORMOSA and 1 will be 
over SAKISHIMA GUNTO. On L minus 16 and L minus 15 the daylight strikes on 
FORMOSA will be made by 3 groups of heavies, 2 groups HEORHI mediums and 3 
groups of fighters. From L minus 14 thru L minus 7 strikes will be continued 
using 2 heavy groups, 1 medium group and 2 fighter groups FRF for L minus 
14 and L minus 13 strikes time over target will be from 1200 to 1400 l(-9). 
FORMOSA strike intents FOTER L minus 19 will be forwarded 24 hours in ad¬ 
vance. All strikes will be made in accordance with latest intelligence on 
Japanese air force disposition. 

12 0426 CINCPOA ADV HQ to BOMCOM 21 Info DEPCOM 20 AF- C0M5THFLT. 

Refer your XXI 0465 timed 080730. Items 2 and 3 w i ll not be required. De¬ 
sire timing your Item 4 be changed to L minus 5 or L minus 4 and on L minus 
1 or L Day and timing your Item 5 be changed to L minus 5 to L Day. Your 
Item 6 change timing to read after L Day. Comment. 

12 0752 CINCPAC ADV HQ to CINCPAC PEARL HQ Info CCMGENFMFPAC . 

Reference UrDis 082222. Plan for covering movement 4th & 5th MarDivs fran 
1570 to HAWAIIAN Area and indicating their continued presence in forward area 
should conform to following pattern. Assuming divisions are withdrawn from 
1770 about 18 Mar. movement to Hawaiian Area will be made under complete radio 
silence. This radio silence must be continued until about 28 April. Under no 
circumstances will divisional sets be operated and all traffic to and from 
the divisions will be handled thru FMFPac without use of call signs of the 2 
Divs. In order to give plausibility to this pattern both Divs should send to 
the MARIANAS enough of their signal personnel and equipment to maintain a mini 
mum of routine intra-divisional traffic in that area. All traffic to and from 
the divsions simulated as being in the MARIANAS will be handled by the proper 
IsCom. Divisional call sign for this traffic will be used. About 15 Apr Divs 
notionally in the MARIANAS will be placed on radio silence to indicate a move¬ 
ment of these units from the MARIANAS. About 2 weeks later the Divs in the 
HAWAIIAN Area can break radio silence thus indicating the completion of|tyie 
move from the MARIANAS. It is not practicable to indicate by means ofrttte 
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12 0752 CINCPAC ADV HQ to C IN CP AC PEARL HQ Info COMGBNFMFPAC (CONTINUED) 

radio traffic of the 4th and 5th MarDivs the presence of 2 new divisions 
in the HMAIIAN Area, Comment,, 

13 0022 COMAAF SWPA to COMAF 5, COMAF 13. CCMAIR7THFLT Info CINCSWPA. CINCPOA . 

C0M5THFLT. COMNAVCS CHINA. CCMDR ALLIED NAVAL FORCES. ADV GHQ SWPA. 

AX 70278, This radio in 7 parts. Part 1, CTF 58 has changed Op Plan 1-4-5, 
Fast carriers will not strike FORMOSA unless required. Here is revised 
schedule: CTF 58 depart ULITHI 14 March, Refuel 16 March Lat 19-50 N Long 
137-40 £, Strike KYUSHU southern JAPAN 18/19 March, Proceed to SW comer 
BEDBUG where refuel 21 March. On 23 March strike OKINAWA, SAKISHIMA and 
AMAMI GROUPS from position Lat 25-00 N Long 128-00 E, Beginning 25 March 
2 TGs continue strikes from position E of OKINAWA while 2 TGs replenish SW 
CORNER BEETLE until 27 March when replinishing will be done in area GLOWWORM 
alternating groups on strike. All groups 11-April strike OKINAWA. 5th Fit 
will notify if they intend to strike FORMOSA after 23 March. Part 2, ComAir 
7thFlt while continuing present missions will furnish PBl^Y interdiction 
against enemy search planes and patrol vessels to cover fast carrier move¬ 
ments stated above within capability, will give cover fro convoy enroute 
LEYTE to LEGUMINOUS (OKINAWA) from 20 March through 31 March, will continue 
as directed by 5th and 13th AF extending sector coverage of search plan J 
and will give FB4Y screen interdiction for area BEETLE on 25-27 March and 
area GLOWWORM 28 March through L Day, Part 3, ComAF5 while continuing 
present thrty mission will make daily strikes against FORMOSA and night 
diversionary strikes on FORMOSA and SAKISHIMA GUNTO as contained in 5th AF 
radio R5883E not to all and which is same strike plan sent in CINCSWPA radio 
CX 1 to 042 to 5th Fit not to all. Part 4, Within capabilities and without 
detracting from above missions all forces will destroy hostile shipping 
and naval forces along CHINA and INDO CHINA Coast and deny their movement 
toward empire waters. Part 5. ComAF 5, ComAF 13, and ComAir7thFlt are 
authorized direct communication with TF 58 for coordination of missions. 
Include all ICEBERG support missions in daily intents and daily reports 
with information to this headquarters. Beginning 14 March include Com5thFlt 
and CTF 58 as addees to receive intents and reports. Desire 24 hours notice 
on strikes if practicable. Part 6. 20 BomCom will not perform missions as 
assigned in Annex E paragraphs 2c(5) and (6) of 5thFlt OpPlan 1-45. Part 7* 
These instructions cancel all previous directives thia IED for support 
ICEBERG Operation. Desire earliest resubmission of revised plans each force 
incorporating changes. Acknowledge and pass to subordinate commands who 
require, / these 

13 0547 CINCPOA ADV HQ to CTF 58 Info C0M5THFLT . 

ReUr OpOrd 2-45 ser 00029 4 March 1945* If you strike NINGPO Area request 
you secure photo reconnaissance of areas 306 and 307 as outlined in Cincpoa 
top secret letter 31 Jan 1945 serial 000187. 

13 1200 COMAF 13(LEYTE) to CINCSWPA.CINCPOA BOTH HQ. C0M5THFLT.COMNAVGRP CHINA.COMDR 

ALLIED NAVAL FORCES. ADV GHQ SWPAC. CCMAF5. C0MAIR7THFLT. 

Cite K5602. Re Allied Air Force dis AX 70278. 13 AF will support ICEBERG 
operations by continuing Search Plan J and by furnishing cover from LEYTE 
to LEGUMINOUS (OKINAWA) within our area of responsibility commencing 23 
March, 


I 
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13 1215 BCMCQM21 to CCMGEN AF 20 Info CINCPAC. DEPCOMAF 20 . 


X-13-1D. Reference your Telecon message H-9-3, the following is our plan 
for operations in support of ICEBERG. 1. L minus 22 to L minus 10: Maxi¬ 
mum operations against HONSHU. 2. L minus 5 or L minus 4 (depending upon 
weather): Attack against KYUSHU air installations, as selected by CINCPOA 
if visual bombing is possible. Under radar bombing conditions attack will 
be made against NAGASAKI or OMURA. 3. L minus 1 or L Day: Repeat Item 2. 

4. L minus 5 to L Day: Mining of SHIM0N0SEKI STRAITS with 1500 mines, 
which it is estimated will effect complete closure for 4 weeks. 5. After L 
Day: Full scale operations against HONSHU will be resumed. 


13 1204 CaiGEN20THB0MC0M to CINCPAC APV. C0M7THFLT. CTF 71. COMNAVGRP CHINA . 

0719EB. Prelude to ICEBERG. Beginning 21 March until 5 April single 
plane daily search of EAST CHINA SEA area from Point A at 30-20 123-00 
ranging over sea area and returning over point H at 33-00 120-50. Average 
altitude 15000 feet. Estimated time over water from 2307 GOT until 
0516 GCT. Using Cincpoa's ASR SB-2A section K- 8 . Frequencies 4475 kcs 
and 140. UXU 6 mes. Per Cincpoa's recent instructions received D7YJ in 
another system no in flight sighting reports will be broadcast, at time 
of original sightings. Upon crew interrogation at home base urgent 
dispatch will be sent to NFN via CHUNGKING Navy* Please acknowledge con¬ 
currence. 


13 1621 CINCPOA APV HQ to CINCSWPA Info CONAAFPOA. C0N5THFLT. CTF 58 . 

Subject SWPA support ffrr ICEBERG. Your CX 57353, timed 010626 February 
your 11536 timed 040811 and CX 12042 timed 120345 all refer. See also 
ComAAF SfflPA AX 39833 timed 082315 I and Com5thFlt 101400. In interests 
of mutual understanding recapitulation of prospective SWPA operations 
is desirable. 5thFlt plans now firm and further nodifications not ex¬ 
pected except for possible pre-LOVE-Day strike on FORMOSA if required. 

Para. My understanding of projected operations follows: (1) Reconnais¬ 
sance in accordance with Search Plan "J" with sectors 5 to 10 inclusive 
extended to maximum practicable distance effective L minus 18. Com5thFlt 
may propose changes about L Day. (2) Offensive EB4Y screen against 
enemy search planes and patrol vessels to cover (a) Advance of tractor 
groups from LEYTE to LEGUMINOUS (OKINAWA) from L minus 12 thru L minus 
1 and (B) Fueling and rearming of TF 58 in area BEETLE from L minus 7 
thru L minus 5 and in area GLCJVWORM from L minus 4 thru L Day. (3) Night 
diversion strikes against FORMOSA arid air installations at SAXISHIMA GUNTO 
on the nights of L minus 12/11 thru L minus 9/8. (4) Neutralization of 
enemy air strength on FORMOSA by daylight attacks eti air installations 
from L minus 16 butil LEGUMINOUS is captured. ( 5 ) Destruction of hostile 
shipping and naval forces along the INDO CHINA Coast and denial of their 
movement teward Snpire waters as practicable without detracting from 
other supporting missions. Para. Confirmation or correction is requested# 

13 2050 CINCPAC PEARL to COMINCH Info CINCPAC APV HQ,. CINCSIYPA . 

Recognizing desirability facilities concerned to make BPF self supporting 
request Cominch act on CinCBPF 120713 and 120748 passed separately. Cincpac 
has no information of plans for and has made no arrangements for any 
British base in the PHILIPPINES. 
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13 2107 COMGENFMFPAC to CINCPOA BOTH HQ. Info MARCORPS.COMINCHScCNO . 

My 030011 and 11013^. Request battle replacement drafts 39, AO, 45 
have destination changed from GUAM to PEARL. These drafts needed immedi¬ 
ately for 4th and 5th MarDivs. Intention to send minimum 3750 personnel 
requested my 080011 to GUAM to form operational reserve Phases I and U 
ICEBERG. 

13 2353 CINCBPF to BPFLO ADV HQ. CINCPAC ADV HQ . 

Your 120004. Though still anxious to carry out Mosquito attack if a 
suitable opportunity occurs I do not wish you to raise the question at 
this moment unless Cincpac himself brings it up. SS B expect an early 
decision concerning the complement of the flfeet. ARB G for your infor¬ 
mation it would take approximately 1 month to mount the operation at 
MANUS. This notice cannot be materially improved without holding the 
Mosquitoes in readiness at MANUS which I do not wish to do at present 
unless there is a good chance of their being employed. 3« Please cone 
and see me whenever you consider it advisable. 

14 0015 CINCPOA BDV HQ to CINCSWPA Info C0MGENAAFP0A.C0MWESCARSUBAREA.ISCC11 ANGUAR. 

Your 050313 March. Firm date 15 April 1945* 

12 0325 (4275)AAFPOA ADMIN to CINCPOA PEARL. Info COMGENAAFPOA. BOMCOM 21 . 

14 0312 Passed by CINCPOA PEARL to CQMF.VDAREA. CINCPOA ADV HQ for Info. 

4275. Present indications are that completion of minimum operational 
facilities at Northwest Field GUAM on June 1 and July 1 for 58 Wing is 
doubtful and this is causing serious concern. Reference is made to Ccm- 
FwdArea 090301 GCT Feb. 1945* Request confirmation these dates so that 
20th AF can be assured the flow schedule for 58 Wing to GUAM and simul¬ 
taneously the 315th Wing to TINIAN will not be disrupted. 

14 0414 BQMCOM 21 to CINCPOA ADV HQ. Info DEPCOMAF 20 . 

X-14-3. Message: 1 Reference is made to your 120426. 2 The changes 

in schedule will be made. 3 This confirms information sent to ComAF 20 
in msg 131215 and to DepCom AF 20 in msg 131212 copies which were sent 
to your Hqs for information. 

14 0748 CINCPAC ADV HQ to DEPC0MAF20 Info BCMCOM 21 . 

BcmCom 21 131212. Purpose of KYUSHU strikes by BomCom 21 in support of 
ICEBERG is to hamper Japanese air operations against 5th Fleet. Manner 
of carrying out this mission will be left to your discretion. For your 
preliminary planning, arrangements have been made to supply you with 
all available intelligence relating to KYUSHU air installation. Anry in¬ 
formation received from TF 58 strikes will be passed to you immediately. 
Designation of target priority will be furnished you prior to strikes* 
Please advise deadlines. 
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14 0750 CINCPAC ADV HQ to C0M5THPLT Info CTF 58. ALL TGC TF 58k BCMCCM 21. DEPC0M20AF 

BoraCom 21 operations supporting ICEBERG follow: (1) Attacks an HONSHU con¬ 
tinue through L minus 10, (2) On L minus 5 or L minus 4 and on L minus i 
or L day attacks against KYUSHU air installations if visual bombing pos¬ 
sible otherwise against NAGASAKI or (MJRA. (3) Mine SHIMONOSEKC STRAITS 
from L minus 5 to L Day* (4) After L Day resume attacks on HONSHU* Para* 

If radio silence conditions permit desire early and detailed reports of 
TF 5# KYUSHU strikes giving breakdown by airfields of planes defenses and 
installations observed or destroyed in order to assist in planning and 
target selection for BomCcm 21 KYUSHU strikes. Nominate specific targets 
if you desire, 

14 0752 CINCPAC ADV HQ to CINCSfr'PA. C0M5THFLT. C0M7THFLT. CTF 58. CINCPAC PEARL * 

Now appears British TF 113 will shortly be available for participation 
ICEBERG but will be subject to withdrawal on 7 days notice. More later, 

14 0800 BOHCOM HI (LEHAY CG) to CINCPAC ADV HQ , 

AIGBI 0852, Target designation priority and target material is subject. 
Reference our dis 131212 GOT. In addition to specification of installation 
on KY1SHU information is desired as to priority of those installations 
and further request that all presently available target information 
including photographs be immediately dispatched to this headquarters at¬ 
tention m A-2, Further request that this command be furnished on L 
Minus 12 day information as to any change in priority of targets designated 
plus information as to damage as result of fleet attack plus report on 
enemy aircraft and antiaircraft opposition for each target. Further desire 
copies of photography obtained during fleet strike which should be avail¬ 
able on L-9 to be of use on the 1st of our projected attacks, 

14 1205 CINCBPF to CTF 113 Info CTF 112 FONAS(A) VA(Q). CINCPAC ADV HQ. ADMIRALTY . 

In accordance with instructions received from Corainch you are to report 
TASK FORCE 113 together with TASK FORCE 112 to Cincpac forthwith for 
duty in operations connected with ICEBERG, 
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14 0047 CINCPOA PEARL to COMGENPOA. COHSOPAC Info COMGENFMFPAC. C(MINCH. CNO. 

CINCPOA ADV HQ,. 

CaroSoPac 100428 not to all passed Richardson's R 55098 to Gilbreath to 
originator. Request that Army POA conference being called by ComGenPOA 
be governed by assumptions and plans set forth herein. Para. Assumptions: 

(A) That PHILIPPINES will not be available for POA divisions until an 
indefinite future date. (B) That Army divisions redeployed to POA from 
ETO and for which space is not available in HAWAII, PHILIPPINES or on ob¬ 
jectives, will be held on West Coast for direct shipment to targets. (C) 

That employment of divisions in POA will be in accordance with alternate 
plan chart No 2 of Cincpoa serial 0005026 of 28 Feb. Para. Chart No. 2 
Cincpoa serial 0005026 considered film relative future use SoPac rehabil¬ 
itation facilities and movement of divisions therefrom will be approxi¬ 
mately as follows: (D) 27th Div mounts for ICEBERG (See IfyDis 261950 Dec) 

28 March rear echelon to mount for ICEBERG as soon thereafter as trans¬ 
portation and landing echelons permit. (E) 81st Div to remain in NEW CAL 
as area reserve ICEBERG (See HyDis 032309 Dec) until need therefor is 
terminated thence to HAWAIIAN Area but not before 5 May. If 81st Div re¬ 
quired in ICEBERG rear echelon to mount as soon thereafter as shipping 
permits for ICEBERG or HAWAII to be determined at that time. (F) If prep¬ 
arations for operations in North Pacific should be directed it would be 
necessary to send 9&th and 81st Divs to ALEUTIANS for acclimation. (G) 3rd 
PhibCoros troops and 1st and 6th HarDivs mount for ICEBERG 12 March rear 
echelons to GUAM and HAWAII accordance MyDis I 6 O 846 Feb as soon as trans¬ 
portation is available but prior to 1 May. Para. There will be no further 
requirement for staging troops in SoPac bases following departure of divs 
in foregoing para and desired that roll-up of base facilities as directed 
in My§er 0001023 (2 of which is modified by foregoing) be expedited, 

15 0505 COMGENAAFPOA ADMIN to CINCPOA ADV HQ. COMGENPOA Info CQMGENAAFFOA . 

4435* 508 Fighter Group is now at OAHU, while 556 Air Service Group desig¬ 
nated as supporting unit is now loading west coast for movement to OAHU. 

By War Dept action these units are assigned 20th AF and attached AAFPOA 
for administrative and operational control. Request your concurrence or 
comments on proposal to recommend to War Dept that these units be relieved 
from present 20th AF assignment and assigned outright to theater. Concur¬ 
rently, the 318 fighter group and 364 Air Service Group supporting, now at 
SAIPAN and projected for movement to IEGUIUNOUS (OKINAWA) to be relieved 
from assignment to theater by War Dept, assigned to 20th AF and attached 
AAFPOA for administrative and operational control in same manner as 508 
Fighter Group and 556 Service Group are not attached* The objective in the 
proposed action is to simplify command relationships in theater as result 
could be to have the 3 Army Fighter Groups at LEGUMINOUS and INDISPENSABLE 
(IE SHBtA) assigned 20th AF, while ARSN Fighter Group held at OAHU to 
meet defensive requirements would be assigned to theater. 

15 0611 CTF 113 to CINCPAC BOTH HQ Info CTF 112.VA(Q.) .FONAS(A) .CINCBPF. ATMIRAIffY . 

I hereby report TF 113 and TF 112 for duty in accordance with orders re¬ 
ceived from CinCBFF. I have recalled ships from sea exercises and am em¬ 
barking air squadrons from shore training. Anticipate TF 113 with complement¬ 
ary units of TF 112 will be ready by 1200K(-10) 17 March to sail from MANUS 
as you may direct, I would add that it is with a feeling of great pride aipi, 
pleasure that the BFF joins the US Naval forces under your command. OUJ . 
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15 0654 CINCPOA ADV HQ to CINCSWPA Info C0M7 



MCBPF. CINCPOA PEARL . 


COMPHILSEAFRON. 


Request use of LEYTE anchorage for British Carrier Task Force and Fleet 
Train while participating in ICEBERG. No shore facilities required for the 
present* 

16 0656 CINCPAC ADV HQ, to CTF 112. CTF 113 Info CCMINCH.CINCaVPA.C0M5THFLT.C0MSER0N ID 

CINCPOA PEARL HQ. CINCBiy.C(K7THFLT.CC^!FrfDAREA.CTF 58.COMWESCAROLINES. 

TF 113 proceed to ULITHI to top off from US tankers in preparation for 
participation in ICEBERG. Advise by despatch prospective date departure 
ULITHI. Necessary units of TF 112 may proceed as required to fueling rendez¬ 
vous selected by you. Capt. E.C. Ewen, US Naval Liaison Officer assigned 
TF 113 now enroute from PEARL to MANUS. If practicable please send a repre¬ 
sentative to GUAM by air immediately. Para. Arrangements for use of LEYTE 
anchorage by TF 112 and 113 will be made separately. 

15 0658 CINCPOA ADV HQ to C0M5THFLT Info CTF US.CTF 58.CINCSWPA.Ca;GENFEAF.CINCBPF 

CINCPOA PEARL HQ. 

Unless you request otherwise I will direct TF 113 to maintain the neutral¬ 
ization of airfields in the SAKASHIHA GUNTO accordance concept your OpPlan 
1-45 until otherwise directed by you. Suggest you detach destroyers to 
break radio silence and transmit further orders. Upon departure ULITHI 
TF 113 will assume designation TF 57. 

16 0604 CINCPOA ADV HQ to CCMGENAAFPOA Info CQMGENAAFPOA ADMIN. COMGEMPOA. COMINCH . 

Your 150505. CAncpoa does not concur in the assignment to the 20th AF of 
any fighters to be based within the POA and requests that the War Department 
be so informed. It is essential that fighters be completely available for 
any type of mission required by the strategic and tactical situation as 
estimated locally without reference to headquarters outside the Pacific 
Theater. 

16 1611 GHQ SWPA to CINCPOA ADV HQ, Info C0M7THFLT ( TOLOSA).COMINCH.CINCBPF.CINCPOA 

PEARL.COMPHILSEAFRON.GHQ SWPA ADV ECH . 

CX 12348. LEYTE anchorage will be available for British Carrier Task Force 
and Fleet again while participating in ICEBERG as requested your 150654* 

17 0945 XXI BCMOCM to CINCPAC Info COMSUBPAC. DSPCOHAF 20 . 

AIMIN 1079. Mining operations 21st BomCora is subject* This command will 
blockade SHIMONOSEKI STRAITS by laying 1500 mines between 27 March and 1 
April 1945* These mines will be variously distributed throughout all the 
grids in minefields L and M. Refer to my top secret letter dated 28 Feb. 

45 subject is target grids for operation STARVATION. 
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17 1343 COMINCH & CNO to CIHCPOA BOTH HQ Info COUBESSEAFRCN. COMGEN WDC. CCMAF 4 . 

Relative to matter presented CctnWesSeaFron and CcmGen WDC secret 090015 the 
following is directed: (A) Cincpoa fonnulate plan for detection and inter¬ 
ception possible Jap carrier force* (B) CcnilfesSeaFron is task force commander 
Pacific Fleet for this* (C) Plan should include the establishment of a mid— 
Pacific patrol between the Hawaiian Islands and the Aleutian Islands using 
surface and air forces available in the Hawaiian and NorPac areas. (D) Plan 
not to become effective until directed by Condnch and CNO. It is not expected 
such instruction will be issued unless intelligence indicates such action or 
major units of Jap fleet are unlocated under suspicious circumstances* Para* 
ConffJesSeaFron furnish Cincpoa by air courier copies Joint WesSeaFron-WDC-4th 
Air Force Plan promulgated CariWesSeaFron serial 00489 of 10 March. This plan 
has not been approved by War or Navy Departments but indicates planning re¬ 
garding this matter which has already been done* 

18 1322 CINCPOA ADV HQ. to CCH5THFLT Info C0M7THFLT. 5THFLT, C0MAAFS1VPA. CTF 73. COMINCE 

CINCBPF. CTF 112.CTFU3.CTF 92.CTF 94.CINCSWPA. COMSUBPAC . 

Task Force 57 which will participate in ICEBERG comprises the following ships 
of the British Pacific Fleet. 4 CV (INDOMITABLE Class), 2 BB (KING GEORGE V 
Class), 2 CL (FIJI Class), 3 CLAA (2 DIDO and 1 SPARTONJ, 11 DD* Para. 

Unless otherwise directed by Com5thFlt scheduled movements will be as follows* 
Depart ULITHI morning 23rd. Arrive point ANT to top off morning 25th. Launch 
air strikes against SAKISHIMA GUNTO from SE morning 26th continuing strikes 
days of 27th and 28th with retirement each night to SE during darkness. BB 
may bombard MIYAKO JBIA afternoon 28th prior departure for area MIDGE for re¬ 
plenishment 29th 30th* Resume air strikes on SAKISHIMA GUNTO 31st, 1st and 
2nd. Thereafter fueling and strikes as required or directed by Com5thFlt. 

19 1330 CINCPAC to COMAIRPAC Info CQMAIRPACSUBCOMFORD. COMFAIKv'/INGl. 2. CCiLFWDAREA . 

COMMARGILABEA.CQMKE5CARSU3AREA. C0M5THFLT . 

UrDis 140128 not to all or needed. The estimated ultimate requirement of VTB 
squadrons for ASdT tasks is as follows. (A) 6 PBM squadrons deployed as sched¬ 
uled in ComFairWing 1 OpPlan 2-45# These squadrons are VPB 27,208,26,205,22 
and 19. (B) 6 PV squadrons to be trained and equipped for ASW tasks deployed 
as follows: VPB 152 to GUAM May; VPB 142 and 153 to TINIAN May; VPB 144 to 
MARGILS area June; VPB 148 to PEIELIU July; and 146 available forward in De¬ 
cember. Para. Delay in reporting dates of PV squadrons is accepted in pref¬ 
erence to cancellation MTT WAY requirements. Para. No change in present combat 
training syllabus desired since squadrons will undoubtedly serve in multiple 
task assignments* 
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20 0740 CINCBPF to CINCPAC ADV HQ Info VAQ. BPFLO . 

The position with regard to the BFF base in the forward area is that 
Admiralty VAUE LAUH5D bulk loaded; and is In the process of sending 
KATERIUS for a base of the following proportions:(A) Ameneties and welfare 
facilities for 5000 liberty men daily. (B) Transit camp for 500 officers 
and men. (C) 200 bed hospital. (D) Covered storage to scale QJ 1 victualling 
store 1 naval issuing SBIM . (E) Mining unit and torpedo UNDCAJ . (F) Minor 
W/T station. (G) Total complement including RME company (maintenance and 
500 Asiatic pioneers would be 3000). Para 2. The material stores and boats 
for the above base are being shipped in 4 freight ships due MANUS at monthly 

intervals from early May. Para 3. 2 Construction Battalions (appropriate 

total of 3000 RMESj are being sent to build the base. The 1st contingent 
of 800 HMES is due SYDNEY 10 April. Remaining 3 half battalions each of 750 
RMES are due SIDNEY May, June August respectively. Para 4. With this con¬ 
struction party it is expected that some facilities would be available 
after 5 months but that the base would not be fully operative for 9 months* 
Para 5. It is not thought that a base on the above scale would meet the full 
requirements of the IFF and consequently base facilities on a larger scale 
have been asked for from the Admiralty, but the prospect of getting anything 
larger defends mainly on our ability to obtain the facilities locally in 
AUSTRALIA. Para 6. From paragraphs 1, 2 and 3 above it will be seen that 
an early decision on the location of this base is becoming urgent. Request 
you will report hew the matter now stands. 

20 0847 CINCPAC ADV HQ to C0M5THFLT. CQMF AIDING 1.C0MMARGILSAREA Info CINCPAC PEARL 
C0M3RDFLT. CaiVTHFLT.COlIF.vDARI^.CO.r.asCARSlJB.AR^A.Cg.tAIRPAC.CO^I.^IRPACSU'iCOMFtVD 

COMFHILSEAFRON . 

REMY 140240. Effective 1 April modify searches Ccm5thFlt OpPlan 1-45 and 
CTG 50.5 OpPlan 2-45 to provide air search and anti-submarine uatrols along 
the shipping lanes between ENIWETOK, the MARIANAS and WESTERN CAROLINES 
as follcws:(A) By ComMarGilsArea originating ENIWETOK sector 265 degrees 
clockwise to 3ID degrees for a distance of 500 miles. (B) By FairWing 1 (l) 
Rotate search V326 to Median line 100 degrees for a distance of 500 miles. 

(2) Replace search V405 by sector originating SAIPAN 225 degrees clockwise 
to 270 degrees for a distance of 500 miles. (3) Originating ULITHI add new 
sector 055 degrees clockwise to 090 degrees for a distance of 500 miles. (4) 
Originating ULITHI add new sector 235 degrees clockwise to 265 degrees for 
a distance of 350 miles. Para. Give following priorities to employment of 
search aircraft. (A) Primary missions forward. (B) Coverage to battle 
cripples when appropriate. (C) Anti-submarine operations and patrols. 

20 0851 CINCPOA ADV HQ to COMAIRPAC. C0MG5NF0A Info COMCEN10(RR).COMINCH.CCIM(SN10. 

M- COMGENFMFPAC.C0HG5NAAFP0A.COMSERVPAC.C0MG3NAIRFMFPAC.CINCPOA PEARL.COMPHIBSPAC 

C0M5THFLT .CCM5THHIIBF0R . 

Tty 280529. Operation ICEBERG 111(c). Garrison air force ADJUTANT (MIYAKO JIMA) 
will be modified as follows: 2 fighter groups and 1 night fightron will he 
Marine instead of Army. My 050854. ComAirPac vice ComGenPOA designate air 
defense commander. VMF(N) squadron in the MARSHALLS may be deployed if new 
squadron not available. Base development directive will be modified accord¬ 
ingly. 
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20 1340 CINCPAC ADV H .o CCMAIRPAC Info C0MCARTRAINR0 ' ‘OLSVESSEAFRON . 

Fast carriers in training squadron such as SHANGRI-LA and RANGER are to be 
ready for emergency combat employment. This necessitates there being a con¬ 
tinuously revised and up to date plan for equipping them with an air group 
on short notice. 

20 2153 CINCPOA PEARL to C0MGENP0A Info CINCPOA ADV HQ . 

Increased hospital facilities MARIANAS for support of Amy forties future 
operations considered urgent. Consider establishment of 5000 beds under 
canvas TINIAN most desirable arrangement subject to confirmation of avails 
ability suitable sites that location. Since installation these facilities 
required in immediate future in order to support ICEBERG III-c and Ill-d 
as well as ensuing operations their installation should have precedence 
over and be additional to the fixed bed hospital requirements of those 
operations. 

20 2325 CINCPOA ADV HQ to CINCSWPA Info C0MENCH. C OF S US ARMY. C0MGSNP0A . 

Your CAX 50687 (Feb 261515) and 021912 March indicate a deferment or can¬ 
cellation of PHILIPPINES facilities for support of F0A divisions as con¬ 
templated by the FILBAS Agreement. In order that I may properly plan de¬ 
ployment of F0A divisions and installation or retention of facilities for 
their support in P0A request you indicate approximate dates and scope of 
PHILIPPINES facilities for support of F0A ground forces which may be pro¬ 
vided by you under the FILBAS Agreement. If complete cancellation of such 
support is now contemplated request that I be so informed. In this connec¬ 
tion SoPac service troops and overhead personnel are required for the sup¬ 
port of P0A forces and must be retained in P0A if P0A forces are not to 
receive the expected support in the PHILIPPINES Area. Reply to your 250559 
Februaiy withheld pending receipt of above information. 

20 2332 21ST BQMCOM to CINCPOA ADV HQ Info DSPCOH 20TH AF. COMSUBPAC . 

XRAY-20-16* Due to all out incendiary effort against HONSHU no additional 
reconnaissance of TSUSHIMA STRAITS as requested your 040430 has been accomp¬ 
lished subsequent to that reported our 110200;fran 25 March to 1 April our 
entire effort is consultted to attacks against air installations in KYUSHU 
and mining of SHIM0N0SEKI STRAITS in support of ICEBERG ODeration and any 
reconnaissance of TSUSHIMA STRAITS will constitute a detraction from this 
^ effort. If you place sufficiently high priority on this reconnaissance we 

will, however, devote during this period whatever force you designate to 
its accomplishment* 

21 1358 CINCPOA ADV HQ to DEPCOJ AF20 Info BQMCOM 21. COMSUBPAC . 

A, 

Refer BanCom 21 202332. Do not desire any detraction from either mining 
program or attacks against KYUSHU in order to accomplish reconnaissance 
requested by MyDis 040430. 
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21 0014 CINCPOA ADV HO to CCM5THFlT.OOMGEN10.CTFs 17-93-9A-Q6- Tpfn Ofymi^H.CINCSWPA 

(X)mENPOA.CO8IGSMFMFPAC.Ca(7THFLT.CO; t NORPAC.Di:FCg!AF2O.B0MC0M 21.B0MC0D 20. 

CTFs 11-13-15-16-18-19. ALL TFC & TGC 5THFLTZ 

}Hy OpPlan 14-44 for Operation ICEBERG is modified as indicated# In para 1 
delete all paragraphs under heading "Own Forces" and substitute the following: 
Sub para (A) Air forces of the SWP are supporting this operation by (l) Recon¬ 
naissance in accordance with Search Plan J with sectors 5 to 10 inclusive ex¬ 
tended to maximum practicable distance, (2) Offensive FB4Y screen against 
enemy search planes and patrol vessels to cover (a) Advance of Tractor and 
Transport Groups from 20 thru 31 March, (b) Fueling of TF §8 on 21,22 and 25 
thru 27 March. (3) Night diversion strikes against FORMOSA and air installa¬ 
tions at SAKISHIMA GUNTO an the nights of 20/21 thru 23/24 March. (4) Neutrali¬ 
zation of enemy air strength on FORMOSA by daylight attacks on air installa¬ 
tions until LEGUMINOUS (OKINAWA) is captured. (5) Destruction of hostile ship¬ 
ping and naval forces along the CHINA and INDO CHINA Coast and denial of their 
movement toward Qupire waters as practicable without detracting from other 
supporting missions. Sub para (B). BcmCom 20 is supporting this operation by 
weather reconnaissance flights with 1 flight every 24 hours over the EAST 

CHINA SEA between 30* and 35 degrees N* Sub para, (C). BopiCom 21 i3 supporting, 
this operation by (1) Maximum operations against HONSHU fran 10 thru 2o March* 

(2) Attacks against KYUSHU air installations if visual bombing is possible, 
otherwise against NAGASAKI or OMURA on 27 or 28 March and on 31 March or 1 
April. (3) Closure of SHIMONOSEKI STRAITS for a period of about 4 weeks by 
mining operations from 27 March to 1 April. Sub para (D). This operation will 
be conducted in 3 phases. This plan covers Phase 1 and 2. Para. In sub para 
3(x)4 change last sentence to read: Air sea rescue procedure is prescribed 
Cincpoa SOP-2A and addendum 2 to S0P-2A. Para. Change sub para 5(a) to read: 
Cincpoa at GUAM. 

22 U853 CINCPOA ADV HQ to DEPCQMAF 20 Info CNO OOMINCH . 

For purposes of planning future operations reconnaissance photography is re¬ 
quired of the SHANTUNG PENINSULA as far west as 119-00 E and south to 34-15 N * 
This area is beyond the range limits of any reconnaissance aircraft under 
ny command. Carrier task forces cannot vet penetrate into the EAST CHINA 
and YELLOW SEAS. Would appreciate your placing the above area as high on 
your present commitments. Request film positives or dupe degatives of photo¬ 
graphy obtained be forwarded direct to this headquarters. 

22 2318 DEPCQMAF 20 to CINCPOA ADV HQ . 

1067. The following message was received from CoraAF 20 and I quote it for 
your information. "I refer to several messages transmitted between commands in 
the Pacific Ocean Areas on the subject of the exchange of the 508th fighter 
group and 556th Air Service Group for the 318th Fighter Group and the 364 th 
Air Service Group. OPD letter 31 Jan. subject: VLR fighters for POA, to Cob>- 
GemPOA which was agreed to by Admiral Edwards for the Navy, clearly established 
the status of the 5 VLR Groups and insures that P°A command has necessary opera¬ 
tional control to cany out its functions. The transfer cited therefor appears 
here to be purely an administrative one insofar as it affects Cincpoa opera*- 
tions. Suggest this be clarified to appropriate Cincpoa agencies". If the JCS 
direct that the control of the 5 fighter groups be transferred to the 20th 
AF the exchange of the combat grouDS and their service groups can be effected 
at that time. 
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22 2331 CINCPAC ADV HQ to CCMTNCH Info CCMAIRPAC. CU1UARTRANSR0NS .^AC. CINCPAC PEARL . 

Admiralty secret 021330 of January approved loan of 4 BCVEs until April. 

In view large requirements for transport CVEs in forthcoming operation plus 
possibility transport CVEs may be required for combat and reported unavail— 
^ility sufficient British carrier pilots to keep their CVs fully manned in 
sustained operations strongly recommend that immediate representations be 
made to extend loan of BCVEs until 1 July 1945. 

23 0538 CINCFOA ADV HQ to CCM5TBFLT Info 5THFLT. C0fcf7THFLT.COMAAFSWPA OTFy^ fiflMTNffl 

CINCBFF.CTF112.CTF112.CTF93.CTF94. CDICSWM.COMSUBPAC. 

Modify IfyDis 181322. BB of TF 57 may bombard ISHIGAKE as an alternative to 
MIYAKO on 27 or 28 March depending on results of air strikes. 

23 0620 CINCPAC ADV HQ. to C0M5THFLT. CQMGENIQTHARMY.CTF51. COMEVfDAREA.C0MPHIBGR0UFT3. 

Info CINCPAC PEARL,C0M7THFLT.COMMARGILS,CTG99.1.COHSERVPAC.SCOFA.FD SMEVSTOK . 

FD UIITHI.CQMTCESSEAFROH,COMDSTEN. 

In clarification MySer 000299 of 4 March and Cincpac Pearl 100414 (not to or 
required by all) escorts for support shipping for LEGUMINOUS (OKINAWA) will 
be provided as follows* By CTF 96 between ENIWETOK and UIITHI and between 
ENIWETOK and the MARIANAS as required IfyDis 140240. By CTF 51 between UIITHI 
and LEGUMINOUS between the MARIANAS and LEGUMINOUS and between LEYTE and 
IEGUMINOUS. In implementing this plan it is desired that CTF 51 provide 
escorts at ULITHI the MARIANAS and LEYTE at intervals as necessary for use 
by CTF 94 and ComPhibsGroup 13 respectively. The latter two commanders are 
responiible for assembling support shipping into appropriate convoys and rout¬ 
ing them to the objective. Para. Shipping will continue to be routed via 
ENIWETOK and will be called forward from there by SCOFA as required. In gen¬ 
eral it is desired that support shipping from ENIWETOK stage thru ULITHI 
rather than the MARIANAS. It is not expected that any significant amount of 
support shipping will assemble in LEYTE except shipping now at that port or 
assault hhipping which has been discharged and has returned from the objectIVE 
for reloading. Ccaotoys will be sailed forward from ULITHI and from LEYTE when 
called for by CTF 51 and when escorts are provided by CTF 51« At a later date 
(when CTF 51 and his representative 9 bave left the objective) the function of 
calling shipping forward will pass to ComGenlOthArny. At that time the re¬ 
sponsibility for providing escorts to the objective will paas^ to CTF 94 or 
CTG 99.1 as will be determined by Cincpac. A redeployment of escorts by 
Cincpoa will be made accordingly prior to that time* 

23 0841 CINCFOA ADV HQ to COMGENPOA Info CINCPAC PEARL.CQfGMlO.COMGBNDETlO.COMGER 

AAFF0A.C0M5THPHIBF0R.C0MrHIBSPAC,C0MINCH . 

UrSer 000109 dated 10 March. Concur subject to modifications that will be re¬ 
quired in view of mydis 200851 not to all. The estimated reduction in Arny 
service units resulting from referenced dispatch aggregates about 7024 
personnel as follows: 2 Hq and Base Serv SQS ServGps, 2 Ekigr SQS ServGps, 

2 materiel SQS ServGps, 1 depot reoair SQ, 2 Depot Supply SQS, 2 Sta Comp 
SQS, 2 Avn SQS, 4 Engr Avn Bns, 1 Hq and Hq Co^AW Bn, 2 Sig SQ Cos, 4 Engr 
Dump Trk Cos, 2 AVn MP Cos. Para. Troop list showing revised requirements will 
be published shortly. In view of reduced requirements for Amy Service Units 
as indicated above desire such service units new located forward area not 
be designated for employment this operation except where necessary. 

23 1201 CINCPOA ADV HQ to CQMINCH Info DEPCQM20TH AF . 

DepCom20thAF 222318 passed to you separately. I adhere to views expressed, £n, 
my top sec serial 005020 of 20 Feb and my I 0 O 6 O 4 to ComGenAAFPOA. 
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21 1442 COMINCH & CNO to CINCPAC ADV HQ Info CINCPAC PEARL. ADMIRALTY. COMCARTRANS- 
-„ RONPAC. CQMAIRPAC. COMFAIRWESTCOAST.COMf/ESSSAFRONlCINCBPF. CINCLANT . 

a 


Admiralty advises that British CVEs PATROLLER, REAPER and RANEE are required 
at an early date for fitting out as replenishment carriers for British 
PacFlt, Release 2 of these CVEs as early in April as practicable, 3rd CVE 
may be retained until end of April* When released sail them to OK. Inform 
Admiralty of approximate sailing dates and place departure as soon as 
reasonable firm. Admiralty 021330 A January refers* 


24 1802 COMINCH & CNO to CINCPAC ADV HQ. Info CINCPAC PEARL.CQMAIRPAC.COMCARTRANSROKPAC 

In view your 222331 hold in abeyance my 211442 pending further instructions* 


23 1302 COMINCH ft CNO to C0H7THFLT Info CTF 71. CINCPAC ADV HQ . 

In any conversations which you have had or may have with representatives of 
submarine flotillas BritPacFlt assume you have not and will not make any com¬ 
mitments for British submarine bases in the PHILIPPINES . This is not in¬ 
tended to curtail present operational commitments for services and replenish¬ 
ment on occasion by tenders in presently established advance bases furnishing 
similar services to US submarines in TF 71* 

25 0608 ■■■—■— CINCPOA ADV HQ to COMGBNPOA Info COMCSN 10. CQMPHIBSPAC. 
C0M5THFLT. CINCPOA PEARL . 

UrDis 222011* Additional area reserve IfyDis 172232 would land over established 
beaches and be supported by Corps or Army troops. Substitution for some minor 
articles of T/O and E equipment satisfactory. Additional equipment nor mal ly 
furnished to units engaged in an amphibious assault not essential* Consider 
forces including 2 MarDivs remaining after departure of 98th Div sufficient 
for defense of Hawaiian Area* Do not desire to use replacement personnel set 
up for ICEBERG or to interfere with support being given in the form of labor 
for mounting of units to ICEBERG. The only major reinforcing unit desired 
for 98th Div if used would be 1 Tank Bn* Based on the above advise what por¬ 
tion of the 98th InfDiv could be available for designation as area reserve, 

25 073© CINCPAC to COMINCH & CNO Info CINCPAC PEARL . 

Your 191940, Following shios can be made available for temporary assignment 
to Com7thFlt. LA VACA (APA 180) now discharging SAMAR for 1 lift rear to for¬ 
ward bases then to be returned Cincpac at GUAM by 15 May. DAWSON (APA 79) and 
BOTETOURT (APA 136) available SoPac last half April for 1 lift. LST 172 avail¬ 
able SoPac 1 May for 1 lift. Remaining POA shippi n g on extremely tight sched¬ 
ule to meet operational requirements. Para. Reference CNO 202015* If neces¬ 
sary to expedite readiness SAMAR Base am willing to accept resultant adverse 
effect on other projects and make following ships available for 1 lift to 
assist in movement 3rd echelon assembly 15 from West Coast to SAMAR. ARA (AK 
136) and CRATER (AK 70) completing overhaul NYMI 22 April and 2 May respective^ 
plus 2 smal1 APA*s from new construction RFS late April. In view possibility 
congestion SAMAR foregoing should have concurrence CINCSWPA. This echelon 
includes 5 million feet lumber. By previous despatch authorization has been 
requested from CNO to divert to SAMAR 4 million feet new afloat at PEARL and in 
escess of 14ND requirements. Bara. The movement of CBs and equipment from PEARL 
is proceeding on schedule requested by CINCSWPA. Last phase of movement will be 
6 Bns less equipment timed to arrive SAMAR approx 15 May to coincide with ar¬ 
rival of equipment for these battalions from the m a i n lan d* 3 Q t O 
















24 1655 COMINCH & CNO to CIMCPOA ADV HQ. 

KING TO MIMTTZ . Wish you would explore question of establishing line of sea 
communications to sea of JAPAN thru TSUSHIMA STRAIT. Include in exploration 
the seizure of the 2 airfields reported to be on QUELPART ISLAND X Prelimi¬ 
nary estimate of requirements for this operation here is 3 Divisions. Assume 
the completion of ICEBERG and probably that of LONGTOM. Para. Command setup 
and directive for future operations in Pacific still under discussion with 
Army with little progress. Your comment on line of communications through 
TSUSHIMA will be helpf ul in connection with decisions to be made here* 

25 0345 CINCPOA PEARL to CINCSOTESPAC Info C0HG5NFMFPAC Info CINCPOA AD? HQ . 

Refer UrLtr AG 600.12 of 23 Dec 1944. MarCor materials were declared available 
MySer 000166 of 28 Jan 45 based on original proposed readiness date of re¬ 
habilitation camns for 1 Marine Amphibious Corps, Corps Troops, 3 MarDivs 
and Marine Depot following Phase I ICEBERG. In view of the continued presence 
of foregoing troops in FOA as result my dis 210203 Jan and UrDis 261515 Feb 
materials listed sire not available at this time. Availability of MarCor 
material will be subject of resurvey when readiness date of rehabilitation 
camDs for Fleet Marine Force units is more definite. 

25 1347 CTF 52 to — TF 51 Info CINCPAC ADV. C0M5THFLT . 

During approach to OKINAWA on nite 24 Mar several eneny planes made contact 
with various units of TF 52. ADAMS (DM27) while engaging 4 planes had casual¬ 
ties 2 KEA 5 WIA caused by premature burst from after 5 inch mount. Low fly¬ 
ing plane approached ESTES and small splash about 40 yards astern may have 
been dud bomb. Minesweeping for 24 and 25 March completed substantially on 
schedule. 1 moored mine swept in VI, 6 drifters sunk. Otherwise results of 
minesweeping negative. Sweep of southern third of A9 did not develop mine¬ 
field previously reported there. Scheduled UDT operations completed in KERAMA 
RETTO. Preliminary reports indicate no mines or man made beach obstacles. 

Opera ions well supported by destroyers LCl(G)s and excellent work by support 
aircraft. Light return fire from Beach PURPLE Z1 caused 1 KIA in I£I(G) 475* 

No other casualties to ships or personnel reported. Aircraft besides attacking 
KERAMA RETTO destroyed 1 AA gun at NAHA Airfield strafed planes on YONTAN Air¬ 
field and attacked amphibious tank revetments target areas 8370Y 8470U 8469AB. 

2 Smohibious reported destroyed. No air¬ 

drome enemy planes sighted. Extensive hunt for boats and barges disclosed 
few. Photo and hydro observer missions accomplished on schedule. Shore bombard 
ments executed on FSU ONE TONACHI FSU and KERAMA RETTO FSU. Weather and surf 
conditions favorable today and good weather forecast tomorrow. 

26 0152 CTG 51.1 to CTF 52. CTF 51. Info C0H5THFLT. CINCPOA ADV HQ . 

SITREP 261100 19-9) battalion landings made on AKA GERUMA MfAMT HOKAJI 
beaches by 0930. Opposition encountered nil or light. Preferred plan landi ng s 
on KUBA and YAICABI delayed due necessity as found by UDT reconnaissance of 
using LVTs. Landings will be made when LVTs are available. Now planned YAKABI 
afternoon 26th. KUBA TOKASHIKI and AiflJRO 27th. GIIMER hit by suicide plane 
damage rigging 1 KIA 2 WIA. Also KIMBERLY 2 5-inch 1 40mm gun 5 k guns out 

3 KIA 30 WIA. Both operational. 
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23 1300 


COmNCH & CHO to CINCPAC ADV HQ . 

Niraitz only. Ur 202310Z (GCT). In view of the magnitude of the project 
and the time involved MANUS will be too far from the combat areas when the 
facilities become available. My view is that minimum temporary facilities 
should be installed at MANUS but for the main base consideration should 
be given to a location farther forward such as BRUNEI BAY. Final decision 
in this matter depends on the future operations to be conducted in the 
Pacific Theater which matter is now under consideration by the JCS. Concur 
as to shore facilities in the PHILIPPINES. 

27 0450 CINCPOA ADV to COMAIRPAC Info CIHCPOA PEARL . 

Your 252058. Cominch serial 00130 of 15 Jan approved Marine shore based pro¬ 
gram of a total of 24 VMF and 7MFB squadrons. Equipment of VMBF squadrons 
with Helldive rs has not been approved by Cincpac. My ICEBERG plans require 
forward deployment of only 17 squadrons of which 5 groups will be committed 
in action in combat area (3 in LEGUMINOUS(OKINAWA) and 2 in ADJUTANT(MIYAKO)) 
MAG 12 and 14 must be equipped with full Corsair allowance and customary 
spares. If necessary Corsair equipped squadrons now in Hawaiian Area, Wes 
CAROLINES, MARSH ALTS and MID//AY in excess of mi rri mums authorized by my serial 
0005021 of 24 Feb should be reduced in aircraft strength pursuant to intent 
of sub para 3E of Cominch serial 00130. Request your further comments on this 
basis. 

27 1213 CINCPOA ADV to CINCPOA PEARL . 

As an alternate to ADJUTANT(MIYAKO) or FRICTION(KIKAI) desire immediate lo¬ 
gistic study of operation to capture ADJ0URN(T0KUN0 JIMA). Forces same as 
FRICTION except infantry garrison reduced to 1 RCT and fighter groups and 
airfields each reduced from 4 to 3* Also desire immediate restudy of FRICTION 
on same basis. 

27 1214 CINCPAC ADV to C0MYESSSAFR0N Info COMINCH & CNO . 

Your joint WSF-WDC-4AF Plan received. See my 210011. Note assignment of all 
fast carriers available to Mid-Pacific striking force by my OpPlan 2-45 which 
affects para 5 Annex A to your Joint Plan. 

27 1215 CINCPAC ADV HO. to C0MN0RPAC. CCMHAV/SEAFRON.COM.VESSSAFRON.COMAIRPAC.C0M5THFLT . 
COMSERVPAC. CCM3RDFLT Info COMINCH & CNO. CINCPOA PEARL. COMSUBPAC . 

This is my OpPlan 2-45. Task organization:(A) North Pacific Force (TF 90-92) 
VAdm Fletcher, Forces presently assigned less CruDiv 1 and escorts. (B) Hawai¬ 
ian xxx a. Sea Frontier Force (Ty 97) VAdm Bagley. Forces presently assigned. 

(C) Western Sea Frontier Force (TF 06) Adm Ingersoll. All naval forces on 
west coast less units assigned Mid-Pacific striking force. (B) Mid-Pacific 
striking force (TF 30) Adm Halsey. BONHQMME RICHAID, RANGER, CruDiv 1, DesRon 
57 less 1 DesDiv, All major surface units available in Hawaiian Area and on 
West Coast. (E) Western Striking Force (TF 95) commanded by Senior Officer Emr- 
barked. 2 fast carrier groups and logistics support ships designated by Com5th 
Fit. Para 1. Assumption: That a Japanese carrier task force has been organized 
for diversionary operations in the Eastern Pacific Area and is unlocated. Para 
2. Mission: This fleet will detect, intercept and destroy enemy raiding forces 
in order to prevent carrier air attack on West Coast of the U.S. Para 3. 

Tasks: (A) NorPacFor orevent undetected approach of enemy forces to West Coast 
of United States through North Pacific Area, by maintaining aircraft barrier 
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27 1215 CINCPAC ADV to CQMNORPAC. CQMHAWSEAFRON. COMWESSEAFRON. ETC (CONT'D) 

patrol along 180th meridian southward from ADAK to latitude 42 N. Augment 
barrier patrol by sectors searches if required* Destroy enemy forces lo¬ 
cated to limit of capabilities. Sail CruDiv 1 and DesRon 57 less 1 DesDiv 
to rendezvous designated by Comdr Mid-Pacific Striking Force* (B) HawSeaFron- 
For prevent undetected approach of eneny forces to West Coast of US thru 
Haw aii a n Sea Frontier, by maintaining aircraft barrier patrol along 180th 
meridian northward from MIDWAY to lat 42 degrees North* Augment barrier patrol 
by sector search if required* Destroy enemy forces located to limi t, of capa¬ 
bilities. (C) WesSeaFronFor maintain search over sea approaches to principal 
cities and installations on the West Coast of the US. To limit of capabilities 
destroy enemy forces located, coordinating attacks with ComGen WesDefCommand 
and ComGen 4th AF* Sail with appropriate escort to rendezvous designated by 
Com Mid-Pacific Striking Force all major combatant units on the west coast 
(fast carriers, including RANGER, battleships and cruisers) which are avail¬ 
able for combat service* (D) Mid-Pacific Striking Force intercept and destroy 
enemy raiding forces. Designate rendezvous for concentration of forces. 

(B) Western Striking Force intercept and destroy retiring enemy raiding forces 
(XRAY) This operation is designated FIREBREAK. This plan will become effective 
only when directed by Cincpoa* Para 4* NorPacFor, HawSeaFronFor and WesSea¬ 
FronFor provide own logistic support. Commander Mid-Pacific Striking Force 
arrange logistic support required with ComServPac direct. Com5thFlt assign 
necessary logistic replenishment ships for support of Western Striking Force. 
Para 5. Communications CentCom 2 and PAC 71. Use zone Z(GCT) time. Cincpoa 
at GUAM. 

29 0619 CINCPAC ADV HQ to COMINCH . 

If the enemy fleet and air force can be rendered incapable of effective inter¬ 
ference a line of sea communications into the Sea of JAPAN via the KOREA or 
TSUSHIMA STRAIT can be made secure. The enemy fleet has been greatly reduced 
and current operations may virtually eliminate its heavy units. The eneny air 
force has suffered severe losses and is apparently somewhat demoralized. After 
LONGTOM it may be sufficiently weak to permit us to occupy and develop air 
bases as close to JAPAN as QUELPART ISLAND if the eneny air force is so weak 
as to permit the occupation of such bases the desired line of communications 
can be made secure. Para 2. I will initiate action to obtain adequate recon¬ 
naissance of QUELPART. Although understood to be weakly defended it is not 
well adapted to development. It is well located. Its large population would 
necessitate quite a large garrison. As soon as ny search and reconnaissance 
from OKINAWA is effective QUELPART'S possibilities can be evaluated accurately. 
Para 3. It now appears that capture of QUELPART will be more feasible and pref¬ 
erable than capture of a position in the KURILES as soon as the eneny force is 
sufficiently reduced. This will nrobably occur before the Spring of 1946 if 
not by the Fall of 1945. Operations in the KOREA STRAIT REGION will contribute 
directly to accomplishment of the overall objective by US forces as well as to 
the preparation of RUSSIA to assist. 

29 0748 CINCPOA ADV HQ to CINCPOA PEARL . 

Desire detailed logistic planning Phase 111(d) ICEBERG proceed on basis your 
290217 subject to proviso that completion dates will be advanced if further 
information warrants. FRICTION (KIKAI JIMA) Base Development directive and 
Phase HI Staff Study will be developed accordingly by Advance Hdqtrs. 


3061 











MARCH(GCT) 


/S 

29 2045 CGFMFPAC to CINCPOA ADV Info CINCPOA PEARL. CGTEtU ADV) .CGTEN(KE) .CG5THPHIBC0RPS 

CTF 51. 

Foil offing Army units requested in addition to present assigned 5th FhibCorps 
Ffease III(c) ICEBERG (A) 1 InfDiv available employment by a TM (B) 3 Amphib¬ 
ian Tractor Bns (C) 2 8-inch Howitqer Bns. Due to enemy strength estimated 
at 27,000 additional units considered essential. Amplified in letter that 
follows, 

30 0243 CINCPOA ADV to CINCS.7PA Info COI,INCH. COPS ARMY. CCMGENPOA. CINCPOA PEARL . 

Your CX 13132 (281614). Paral. Since receipt of your 261515 Feb and in view 
also of the deferment of the probable dates of arrival of divisions from 
EUROPE plans for the employment and rehabilitation of the 6 Marine and 
6 Army divisions available in FOA have been recast and logistic prepara¬ 
tions have been readjusted accordingly. Under these plans the earliest 
use which could be made by Marines of rehabilitation areas in the PHILIPPINES 
would be about 1 October and then only if the divisions concerned were 
relieved by 3 Amy divisions from EUROPE or Sv'JPA 1 to garrison ADJUTANT 
(KIYAKO JIMA) and two to garrison IMPROMPTU (CHUSAN ARCHIPELAGO, CHINA). 

The earliest use which could be made of SWPA facilities by Amy divisions 
now in POA would be approximately as indicated in my 180736 Feb but only in 
case divisions from the SWPA or from EUROPE are made available to relieve 
them as garrisons 2 in LEGUMINOUS (OKINAWA) in early June 1 in FRICTION (EEKAI 
JIMA) at the end of August and 3 in SINGLETREE (NINGPO PENINSULA,CHINA) in 
September and October. See enclosure B to ny serial 0005026 of 23 Feb 1945. 
Para 2. The need for facilities in the PHILIPPINES for staging Army troops 
from the POA at the time contemplated by the FILBAS Agreement of 4 November 
1944 was predicated on the redeployment of forces from EUROPE at an earlier 
date than is now possible. Para 3. The construction and service troops and 
the shipping included in 3YPA requirements for development of facilities 
external to camp sites cannot be spared from the resources in the POA which 
are now barely adequate as to shipping and are deficient as to construction 
and service troops. The 150 LET’S and 150 LOT’S likewise cannot be spared 
because all assault shipping of this character will be needed in operations 
in immediate prospect. The LCT problem in the Pacific is primarily one of 
forward movement of those available in rear areas. My extremqflfshortages 
in forward areas have recently been partially alleviated by forward move¬ 
ment under their own power from PEARL to ULITHI including the 1270 mile 
passage from JOHNSTON to MAJURO. Para 4. I appreciate the difficulty of 
your situation and your desire to work out a solution of the troop staging 
and mounting problem for eventual operations. However my current plans 
provide for using all the resources available to the POA in the seizure of 
positions in the approaches to JAPAN for the purpose of establishing a sea 
and air blockade and intensive air bombardment of JAPAN. The establishment 
of adequate troop staging and mounting areas and facilities in the PHILIPPINES 
is essential to preparation for the use of large forces and resources from 
EUROPE in the invasion of JAPAN but should not divert and absorb resources 
essential to maintaining the momentum of the Central Pacific Campaign new 
in progress. 

30 0548 COMGSNPOA to CINCPOA ADV HQ Info C(?iC-SN 10 ADV AND REAR . 

RJ 58110. Designation of 98th Division as area reserve ICEBERG is subject. 
Reference to your dispatch 250608 March and 172232 March and to ny disnatch 
222011 March. The entire 98th InfDiv with an attached Tank Bn can be made 
available for such designation. T/0 strength can be met except for 98 officers 
9 warrant officers and 1048 enlisted men. Only available Tank Bn not located 
on LEYTE ISLAND assigned to 10th Amy but not earmarked for ICEBERG Operation. 
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30 0546 CCMGENPOA to CINCPOA ADV Info COMGEM 10 ADV AND REAR (CONT'D) 

Lift must be made from LEYTE by Cincpoa. Para. 98th Div will not be re¬ 
lieved of present duty until order designating this unit is received here* 

If to be used request early designation in ornter to undertake necessary 
training and preparation for movement* Not recommended is the designation 
of less than a division. 

30 0805 CINCPAC ADV to CCM7THFLT Info dNCSYPA. CQMINCH,COMDESPAC.CINCPAC PEARL . 

This deals with the redeployment of destroyers for 7th Fit. Following DD are 
now assigned. 5 of DesRon 5. 1 of DesRon 12. 6 of DesRon 14. 5 of DesRon 21. 

8 of DesRon 22. 7 of DesRon 23. 1 of DesRon 48. 1 of DesRon 49. 1 of DesRon 
58. Total 35 DD plus RADFORD, LAVALLETTE and RENSHAW which have sustained 
battle damage and are to return-for permanent repairs. Para. AULICK and 
CAUOTELL now enroute to report to you* Upon reporting you are requested to 
detach COGHLAN for return to overhaul. A W GRANT and KELLER of DesRon 56 
will be ordered to report to you about 1 May at which time you are requested 
to detach SIGOURNEY and FLETCHER for return to overhaul. Com5thFlt will be 
directed to detach HART and METCALF of DesRon 58 as soon as practicable to 
report to you as relief for ABBOT and YOUNG. Para. As soon as operations 
permit the following deployment will be carried out. DesRon 22 will be inter- 
changed with DesRon 56 now in 5thFlt. DesRon 23 will be interchanged with 
DesRon 45 new in 5thFlt. 4 ships of DesRon 21 will be relieved by DesDiv 102 
now undergoing overhaul. MCCALL of DesRon 12 will be replaced by HARADEN of 
DesDiv 101 now in overhaul. SHIELDS and WILEY of DesRon 58 will be directed 
to report to you on completion shadedown. Para. Ultimate assignment fo 7th 
Fleet: DesRons 14, 45, 51, 56, 58 - total 39 DD lies 3 in overhaul and re¬ 
pairs. Total 36 DD. Until total of 36 from above squadrons is reached 5 
ships of DesDiv 9 will remain with 7thFlt but will be relieved ship for ship 
as total exceeds 36 DD. 

31 0047 CINCPOA ADV to CTF 93. CTE 94 Info CCM5THFLT. ISCOM IWO. COMAIR IU'0 . 

My OpPlan 14-44 modified in that CTF 94 is assigned responsibility for the 
neutralization and isolation of the enemy held positions in the BONINS. 

CTF 94 request assistance frcm CTF 93 when and if required. 

31 0259 C0M3RDEET to COMCRUDIV 1.B0NH0MMB RICH ARP.RANGER.COMDBSRON 57.COMCARDIV 12. 

Info CINCPAC BOTH HO . COiSUB AC. COMAIRPAC. C0M5THFLT. CONSERVEAC. COMNORPAC. 

COMVESSEAFRONCO?fflAWSEAFRON.COMF AlffiVEST.ADM HALSEY VIA COMINCH . 

Here is Com3rdFlt (CTF 30) OpPlan 2-45. A. TF 30 Mid-Pacific Striking Force 
Admiral Halsey. Sub Para Al. TG 30.1 surface striking group rear admiral 
McCrea CruDiv 1 DesRon 57 less 1 DesDiv, additional units less carriers as 
assigned by dispatch. Sub para A2. Air Striking Group Rear Admiral Jennings 
BON HOMME RICHARD RANGER plus additional carriers and escorts as later as¬ 
signed. B. TG 30.9* Service Group senior officer embarked fleet oilers escort 
CVE and escorts assigned by dispatch. Para. This plan stems from Cincpac Op 
Plan 2-45* Assumption: That enemy carrier task force is proceeding for 
diversionary xfckxxk operations in Eastern Pacific Area and is unlocated. 
NorPac force and HawSeaFron forces have been directed maintain air barrier 
patrol along 180th meridian from ADAK to MIDWAY. WesSeaFron has been directed 
maintain air search over sea approaches to principal cities and installations 
on west coast U.S. 5thFlt supports by striking retiring enemy raiding forces. 
Assumption: All ships will maintain maximum readiness for extended operations 
at sea consistent with current employment and are prepared for towing or to 
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31 0259 C0M3RDFLT OpPlan 2-45 (Continued) (FIREBREAK ) 

be towed, Para, This force vd.ll intercept and destroy enemy raiding forces 
in order prevent carrier air attack on west coast of US, Para. TF 30 inter¬ 
cept and destroy enemy raiding forces. TG 30.1 Support Air Striking Group, 

Be prepared launcji day or night gun and torpedo attack against enemy units 
when directed, TG 30,5 conduct air search for enemy units as directed. 

Attack enemy units within range with all available aircraft. TG 30.9 provide 
replenishment services for TF 30. As separately directed. This operation 
designated FIREBREAK. This plan will become effective only when specifically 
directed at which time rendezvous at sea for units proceeding from NorPac 
PEARL and West Coast will be specified. Cruising instructions and battle 
plan will be distributed by sea mail at rendezvous. Para. Fuel ammunition 
„ and supplies at PEARL and West Coast ports. Fuel at sea with TG 30.9. Coia- 
munications CentCom 2 and PAC 71. Use zone GCT time. CTF 30 at PEARL until 
shift to BON HOMME RICHARD or alternate flagship is announced. 

31 0313 C0M7THFLT to COIffllCH Info CINCPAC ADV HO,. CTF 71 . 

It is intended to ooerate British submarines from British tenders stationed 
only at those advanced bases from which submarines of TF 71 are operating. 
Your 231302. No commitments have been or will be made for British submarine 
bases in the PHILIPPINES. Present plan for operations of British submarines 
under CTF 71 is for tender MAIDSTONE and accommodation ship arrange to ar¬ 
rive about 22 May at SUBIC BAY where 2 US submarine tenders are now stationed. 
Submarine Base BRISBANE is being rolled up and will be reestablished at SUBIC, 
Approximately 14 British submarines depart FREMANTLE for patrol JAVA SEA en- 
route SUBIC to begin arriving about 27 May. Remaining British submarines at 
FREMANTLE based on HMS ADAMANT. When submarine base FREMANTLE ready for roll 
up and movement to advanced base (possibly TUTU BAN) ADAMANT and accompanying 
submarines plus drydocks from ENGLAND to be moved forward for operations from 
advanced base. Estimate only shore based facilities required by British sub¬ 
marines will be possibly torpedo and ammunition storage. 

31 1223 CTF 93 to CTG 93.2 Info CINCPOA ADV.C0M5THFLT.CTF94.CTG 94.3.CTU 94.3.1 . 

Cincpoa Adv 310047 of higher classification not to all. Discontinue strikes 
BONIN ISLANDS 1 April. Be prepared strike this area when directed. 

31 1231 CTG 51.1 SGD BRUCE CG 77THDIV to CTF 52. CTF 51. 24thCores. 10th ARMY . 

Registration of Cores artillery on KEISHI SHDIA completed 3H330. 16 guns 
in position. Estimate all guns in position ready to fire at daylight tomorrow* 
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29 0858 CTF 93 to CINCPOA ADV HO Info CTF 94. CTU 94.3.1. CTG 94.3 . 

Cincpoa 282310Z assigns VMB 612 to CTF 94• In view long range offensive 
nature this squadron request it be retained by CTF 93 who will exercise 
operational control through CTG 93.4 as organized by ny 280704Z. 


31 0759 CINCPAC to COHGENFMFPAC Info COMIHCH. HARCORPS . 

NIMITZ TO HOLLAND SMITH INFO KING AMD VANDERGRIFT . After the troops concerned 
have reached their rehabilitation areas and accurate appraisal of problems 
concerned is possible I desire your opinion based on consultation with the 
Corps and Division Commanders as to the date when each Division of the Fifth 
Amphibious Corps will again be ready for combat. Para. It is of the highest 
importance that no estimate announcement or observation on this matter be 
made to agency outside your command other than to Cincpac (Adv. Hq) and 
MarCorps. I will inform other commanders as necessary. 

APRIL(GCT ) 

01 0225 COMHAWSEAFRON to NOB MIDBAY Info CINCPAC BOTH. COMIVESTSEAFRON.CCMSUBPAC . 
COMNORPAC. C0M3RDELT. COMAIRPAC . 

Following is HawSeaFron OpPlan 2-45* TF 97 HawSeaFron forces Vice Admiral 
Bagley. (A) TG 97.1 Naval Operating Base MIDWAY Commodore Morgan. Air forces 
currently assigned plus additional aircraft later assigned, (B) Task Group 
97.9 Air Forces HawSeaFron, Air Officer HawSeaFron. OAHU based search air¬ 
craft currently assigned plus additional strike aircraft later assigned 
under emergency conditions. This plan based on Cincpac Adv Hq OpPlan 2-45* 
Assumption: That an unlocated enemy carrier task force is enroute from JAPAN 
to the Eastern Pacific for diversionary operations. NorPacFor maintains air¬ 
craft barrier patrol along 180th meridian from ADAK to 42-00 N. MidPacific 
Striking Force under Com3rdFlt intercepts and destroys enemy raiding forces. 
Western Striking Force ships designated by Com5thFlt intercepts and destroy'd 
retiring enemy forces. TF 97 locate and destroy enemy forces to limit of 
capabilities. TG 97.1 (A) Conduct aircraft bander patrol in accordance with 
US Fleet anti submarine bulletin of Feb 1945 with 180th meridian as western 
limit and between latitudes 32-00 N and 42-00 N with additional aircraft 
furnished by ComAirPac and/or ComGenAAFPOA. Assume eneny speed of advance 
30 knots and course E. (B) Maintain barrier patrol from MIDWAY ISLAND to 
latitude 32-00 N and 180th meridian with aircraft currently assigned MID.VAY 
and additional aircraft as required. (C) Augment carrier patrols with sector 
search if required. (D) Maintain aircraft contact with enemy forces located. 
(E) Conduct aircraft strikes against enemy forces in support of MidPacific 
Striking Force or Western Striking Force. TG 97.9 obtain long range search 
aircraft planes and striking groups from ComAirPac and ComGenAAFPOA and 
despatch planes to MIDWAY ISLAND. Maintain air patrols from OAHU. This opeera 
tion designated FIREBREAK. This plan/ effective only when specifically direc¬ 
ted. Fuel ammunition and supplies at MIDWAY and OAHU. Communications CentCom 
2 and PAC 71. Use zone ZEBRA (GCT) time. ComTaskForce 97 at PEARL HARBOR. 

01 0641 CINCPOA ADV to CCMO5NP0A Info CINCPOA PEARL . C0H5THFLT . COMSERVPAC . COMFHIBSPAC 
s COMGBNFMFPAC. COKGSK AAF POA. CQLIF.VD AREA .COMINCH. CNO .C0M0BH10TH. COHGSNDETEN. 

98th IrifDiv ^at reduced strength UrDis 300548) reinforced with 1 Tank Bn is 
hereby designated as Area Reserve Div for ICEBERG, with availability date of 
, 1 May. Para. It is assumed from UrDis 300548 that the assignment of 98th Div 

to Area Reserve will not interfere with support required in the form of labor 
for mounting of units for ICEBERG and will not affect the schedule of person¬ 
nel replacements established for ICEBERG. Para. Advise designation Tank Bn 
UrDis 300548. If employed Tank Bn will mount LEYTE. Para. Referred dispatch 
is not needed by info adees. 3065 . 
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01 0836 CINCPAC ADV HQ, to COMINCH (NHUTTZ TO KING) 

Further consideration of operations in the KOREA STRAIT brings out the pos¬ 
sibility that once established in QUELPART (SAISHU) it would be feasible to 
occupy a position in the CHINHAE-FUSAN portion of the KOREAN Coast and 
thereby obtain an anchorage as well as additional air facilities from which 
to control the STRAIT and cut JAPAN off from the ASIATIC MAinland. The con¬ 
cept of close encirclement by occupation of positions in the AMAMI Group 
during the last phase of ICEBERG followed by occupation of SAISHU and the 
southern tip of KOREA is dependent as to sequence and timing on further 
developments and is contingent on the early collapse of the enemy air force 




01 1327 COMINCH & CNO to CPJCPOA ADV HQ . 


KING TO NDflETZ . From viewpoint of weather and balancing requirements of 
amphibious air and ground operations what do you consider as acceptable 
months of the year for invasion of KYUSHU and/or HONSHU 1st case as entirely 
independent operations 2nd case as connected operations with perhaps a 3 
months interval* 


02 0152 CINCPOA ADV HQ to C0M5THFLT Info CLINCH. CIMFBIBSPAC.COMCEN TEN.CDICPAC PEARl 

In order to maintain momentum of campaign and also afford more time for re¬ 
cuperation of 5th FhibCorps it may become advisable execute Fhase Ill-d 
ahead of III-c* For this reason desire firm designation of amphibious 
force or senior group commander to expedite detailed preparations for Hl-d* 

If desirable can arrange temporary accomodations at GUAM for him* 


02 1511 COMINCH to C0MN0RPAC Info CG ALASKA.CINCPAC BiTH HQJJC0?4WESSEAFR0N .FRONREP . 

All messages concerning HULA from and to HULA 2-4 areas will be transmitted 
by Army wire instead of by radio. Originators will so indicate. All HULA 
vessels arriving in Alaskan Sea Frontier waters for MILEPOST transfers will 
maintain radio silence in HULA 2-4 areas. JCS have requested MOSCOY to 
direct that Commodores and COs of Russian HULA vessels sailing westward 
from HULA 2-4 maintain strict radio silence while in Alaskan Sea Frontier 
waters. Remove «n US communication allowances and rob from all US HULA 
vessels upon their arrival at HULA 4-2. 

02 1550 COMINCH to COMNORPAC Info CG ALASKA.CINCPAC BOTH.COMVESSEAFRON„ FRONRBP . 

As radio silence must be maintained by HULA vessels in the HULA 2-4 area 
desirable send Russian radio operators for such vessels to US west coast 
ports designated by CamWesSeaFron for necessary familiarization and test¬ 
ing of radio equipment. Make necessary arrangements with local Soviet Com¬ 
mander. 
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1* WARS 62773* Foliating Corxvmd Dirocbivo by the Joint Chiefs 
of Staff is issued for the guidance of oonaaadcre in the Jhelfio Theater* 

* (line garbled — being serviced) to Clnopoa and GinCSNPA arc H 

accordingly* (An Operational Directive follows inmedUtely In a separate 
message)# 

2* The overtoil objective in the war against JAPAN, to be brou^it 
about at the earliest practicable date, iss 

To force the unconditional surrender of JAPAN by* 

(a) Lowering Japanese ability and vdll to resist by estab¬ 
lishing sea and air blockades, conducting intensive air bcnbard- 
ocnts, and destroying Japanese air and naval strength* 

(b) Invading and soiaing objectives in the industrial heart 
of JAPAN* 

3* (a) The Supreme Commander, Souttarest Pacific Area, is hereby 
also designated Cocnander in Chief, U# S* Any Force a, fr.cific 
(CIIJCAFPAC) and, subject to the provisions of paragraphs 6 and 7 
below, all United states Anqy rooouroee in the Pacific Theater 
(less Southeast Pacific Area and resources under oarxwd of tho 
Commanding General, Alaskan Department) are placed under his coo- 
nnnd* CINOAFPAC rrill be roa^xsiaible for the revision of Arcy 
resources to noot roquiranerrte for operations in tlie r'ncii'ic 
directed by the Joint Chiefs of Staff* 





(b) Subject to tho provisions of paragraphs 6 and 7 below, all 
U* S* Naval resources in the Pacific Theater (less Southeast ladific 
Aren) are placed under the comand of tho Ccnnandcr in Chief, U*S* 
iacific Fleet and Pacific Ocean Areas in hie caiacity as Com lander 
in Chief, U. S* Pacific Floet. Cincpac will be responsible for tho 
provision of Havel resources to "-oet tlie requirenantA for operations 
in tho leciflc dir acted by the Joint Chiefs of Staff* 

(c) Tho 20th Air Force for tho reoont will continue operations 
to support the aocaiiaJrasnt of tho over-all obj active undor tho 
direct control of the Joint Chiefs of Staff as provided in JCt 743/5* 

4* The Joint Chiefs of Staff -rill asorcis© strategic jurisdiction 
error the Pacific Theater* They till issue operational directives to the 
(kr. tinders in Chief assisting missions and fixing conaand roc: mnsibility 
for speeifio major operations and campaigns* The Commander in Chief of the 
service who is not invested vlth tho oor noni reoncnsibiHty for an operation 
will render every possible assistance to the Ccmoander in Chi of of the ser¬ 
vice who is invested with such primary res p o n sibility, cooperatin *, each 
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with the other, in order to acecz^jllsh the over-all objeciJLve^* Tba Joint 
Chiefs of Staff will noxnally charge CINGAFPAC with the responsibility for 
conducting land campaigns and CEiCPAC with conducting sea campaigns* The 
Chief of Staff, U* S« Amgr, will act as executive agoney for the Joint Chiefs 
of Staff in all natters retaining to U* S* Anqy forces* The Commander in 
Chief, U* S« Fleet, will act as executive agency for the Joint Chiefs of 
staff in all raattors pertaining to U* S* Naval forces* 

5* The transition from the present organisation to that pre¬ 
scribed in this dirsotive will be accomplished as expeditiously /iiBT’ff 3 i H 
the objective of CIHC'f .\C and ONC. AC each having under : :U own oontrol 
(subject to iirreananta iTLYOl IYNO under provisions of cragraphs 6 and 7 
below) all resources of Ms wn service* 

6* Until passed to other oonnand by mutual agreement or by 
direction of the Joint Chiefs of Staff, the localities under canrand of 
dnCSVPA and the Naval forces allocated to him will remain under his command 
and similarly, the areas under oonnand of CINCPOA and the Army forces allo¬ 
cated to him will remain under his containd* Changes in comond of forces 
or localities and cliangns node in existing Joint Logistical procedures will 
be effected by progressive rearrangements made by mutual agreement, or as 
may be directed by the Joint Chiefs of staff* 

7* CIHC^AC and CEIOAPPAC are each authori -.od to establish joint 
forces or designate commanders to exorcise unified command for the conduct 
of operations for which they have been made responsible, and may also do so 
by mutual agreanent* They will also determine by mutual agreement when 
forces or localities revert or r>ass to the appropriate compandor following 
operations* 

\ 

8* Any release regarding the foregoing diroctivo i ill be made 
from Washington* 


^Conflicting orovisions of existing directives 

/ 

** as oossible with 

and arrangements made 
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FHCtii joint CHIRPS op staff. 

TO* KTTTZ, AJttJOID, MACAJCTOJI* 


A. 

Areas, will* 


The Corar.xndGr in Chief, U. S. Pacific Fleet and Pacific Ocean 


** 




•* ^ 


>r 


(1) Complete the seizure and daveloixaent of positions in the 
RZDKZU3 as impaired by his currant directive. ^ 

(2) Continue such operations for securing and maintaining con¬ 
trol of the sea ooffxutrucat ion a to and in the 'Postern Pacific as 
arc required for the axicoe^plishnuot of the over-oil abjective. 

(3) Continue planning for seizing positions in the CIIUSAN AT<CHI- 
i’SLAOO and the eastern portion of the NUJCFO PENINJULA. Flans should 
include the possibility and desirability of confining objectives to 
the CHUSAN *J87!H? JJTC. Assembly of necessary aiocial epui f&snt 
will be undertaken in a rrlority which will not jeopardize timely 
IJre»3amtionB far the invasion of JAPAN, 

e 

(4) Make plans fee* keeping open a sea route to LA HvROUSJ STRAIT, 
imluding any North Pacific ojeration considered esGontial. 

(5) Provide farces and support for the operations directed in 
B(l) balm*. 

(6) JSoke plans and ^reparations for the naval and amphibious 
phases of the invasion of JAPAN. Coo;ierato with 'CISCA7PAC in the 
plans and preparations for the cam vd^a in JAPAN. 

Q# ' The Pomander in Chief, Southwest Raeifie Area and U.S. 

Array Faroes, Pacific will* 

(1) Complete the occupation of LU^OW and conduct such additional 
operations in the ilULl. ■ MT -S as m^uired for the acconi^liEhmont of 
the over-all objective in the war against JAPAN, Further to the 
foregoing, oonduot ouch additional operation® toward completing the 
liberation of the HQUPPIMiiS aa can be mounted without prejudice 
to the a ced apl i uh nunt of the over-all objective. 

/ (2) Ltnko :ilans for occu.ylng SORT!! including BRUNS! 3AY. 

using Australian conbat and service troops and make t**o orations at 
such time aa rosourcoe can be <ade available without detriment to 
the asecntaUsIxaasb of the over-all objective. Units of the British 
Pacific Flout nay bo allocated for this oi»raticn. 


w 




V 

f 

f 1; 

h 


(3) Provicto forces and cup ort for tho operations directed in 
/ A(l) above. 
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(4) Make piano and ^ orations for the coauaiai in JAPAN* 

Cooperate with CHTC?AC in the plans and j >r© xaraticnfl for the 

nsval and a^Mbioua phases of the invasion of JAPAII* 

# 

C* The Oorramdins General, 20th Air Force, will cooperate with 
dDCAFPV! and CDTCPAC in the iroparation of plans connected with the inva¬ 
sion of J APAN* 

D* The operations, as spocificaUy directed herein, \dll consti¬ 
tute a 1st charge against the resources available to the Pacific Theater 
under the provisions of Joint Chiefs of Staff corn-aid directive contained 


in NARX &2T73 OTC Q32140Z* 
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02 0104 CIMCBPF Kg (Via ) 

03 0626 CCO SYDNEY to CIKCPAC ADV Info CINCPAC PEARL. C0M5THFLT. CTF 57 . 


Part 1 of 020115. In my memorandum BPF 043 dated 25 January 1945 I esti¬ 
mated that the British Task Force (a) Could operate in the combat area for 
3 weeks (B) Would then require replenishment at an advanced anchorage 
' lasting about 1 week (C) Could probably continue operating thus for 2 

months before returning to an intermediate base for major replenishment. 


02 1350 COMINCH & CNO to CINCPAC ADV HO Info CCLISUBPAC. 


News in ComSubPac 020653 of such import that I consider you should relieve 
Captain of QUEENFISH from command and bring him to trial by General Court 
Martial in order that the record may be clear. Advise immediately position 
and time of sinking. 


03 0818 CINCPAC ADV HP to COMINCH . 

Your 021350. Position of sinking 25-25 Long 120-07 time 011500. Corrected 
information indicates ship was only about 2 hours ahead of schedule instead 
of 180 miles as estimated in my 020840 Nimitz to King only message. Your 
021350 will be complied with but in interest of war effort I shall con¬ 
tinue QUEENFISH on her present patrol for about 10 days longer unless you 
direct otherwise. About 8 additional days will be required for return voy¬ 
age. Your message referred to ComSubPac 011300. No record such a message 
and assume ComSubPac 020653 or QUEENFISH 020030 was meant. 

04 0849 CINCFOA ADV HC to CuM5THFLT. Pi:PCP:fJ20 Info CTG 50.5.B0MC0H21.C0MSUBPAC . 

Minefields reported in KOREA STRAITS have prevented access by submarines to 
profitable shipping traffic lanes in the JAPAN SEA. Determination of routes 
used by shipping through KOREA STRAIT (between KOREA andTSUSHIMA ISLANDS) is 
desired in order to develop a safe route for the passage of submarines. Re¬ 
quest visual, photographic or radarscope photographic reconnaissance of this 
portion of KOREA STRAITS by planes of FairWing 1 and BomCom 21 as practicable, 
Location and course of any minelayers observed is espedially important. This 
modifies request of my 040430 Feb not held or needed by 5thFlt addressees. 

04 1212 CINCPAC ADV HQ to C0M3RDFLT Info CINCPAC PEARL.COHSSRVPAC » 

Request you cancel your 040235. Until directed to be placed in effect I do 
not wish my OpPlan 2-45 to interfere with efficient employment of forces 
concerned. 


02 0115 CINCBPF to CINCPAC ADV HQ Info CINCPAC PEARL. C0M5THFLT. CTF 57 . 

This is part 2 of my 020115. Previous oart 020104. Para 2. Based on this es¬ 
timate I expect TF 57 to return to LEYTE about 16 April. As soon after their 
return as possible I will (A) Confirm or amend the estimate in para 1 above 
(B) Estimate the l ength of time required for the major replenishment refer¬ 
red to in Para l(Cjlilabove and estimate the date on which TF 57 will be 
ready to continue ooerations. Para 3. Chief of Staff who rill be dis¬ 
cussing these questions with TF 57 on return of latter to LEYTE could if 
you agree then proceed to GUAM to report the result of these discussions to 
you. 
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03 0521 CIHCBPF to CINCPAC ADV HQ Info CINCPAC 
C0H7THFLT.CTF 71. FO SUBMARINES S4 38. 

Part 1 my 030526. My 260737 Jan Para 5 HMS BONAVENTURA carrying 6 XE 
craft is now in the Pacific and is hereby reported for duty. 2. Subject 
to your concurrence intend to keep her ready in reserve until it is apparent 
that an opportunity will occur for using her/ XE craft operationally. 3. 
Propose her future employment should be reviewed at monthly intervals but 
I do not think it is practicable* 

03 0526 Part 2 final my 030526 too PP 0521 from CINCBPF. To keep her inactive for 
too long a period. 

05 0020 COMWESSEAFRON to CCMSOCALSEC. CO'.TORPALSEC. C(?-.?N0R7/5STSEC. Caff AITOfESTCOAST. 
C0’:GEM iTSSDEFCQN.COMGEN 4THAR Info COMINCH. CINC 'AC BOTH HO. GGNORPAC . 

COU3RDFLT.CQM5THFLT. CO'ISUBMAC. COTCPAC. COMiA'/SEAFRON. COMAIRPAC . 

This is CongestSeaFron OpPlan 2-45* Task organization (TF 06): (A) SoCalSec 
(TG 06.1) - Capt. Lassing - forces presently assigned plus fleet air units. 
(B) NorCalSec (TG 06.2)- Capt. Blackburn - forces presently assigned plus 
fleet air units, NorCalSec. (C) NorffestSec (TG 06.3) - Capt. Kerrick - 
forces presently assigned plus fleet air units, NorWestSec. (D) Army attack 
units (TG 06.6) Bombardment units 4th AF organized and turned over to Com- 
WestSeaFron by CG '.7DC. This plan supports Cincpac OpPlan 2-45* Assumption 
that Japanese carrier task force has become unloeated and that diversionary- 
operations West Coast are contemplated as propaganda warfare during United 
Nations Conference. Own protective aircraft barrier oatrol has been estab¬ 
lished in Mid Pacific along 160th meridian from ADAK to MIDWAY by NorPacFor 
and HawSeaFron and Mid Pacific Striking Force directed to intercept and 
destroy enemy raiding forces. No major fleet units (carriers, BBs, CAs, Etc) 
will be available to ComWestSeaFron. Mission: This force will maintain air 
search over sea approaches to principal cities and installations on West 
Coast of United States, detect, intercept and to limit of capabilities de¬ 
stroy enemy forces located. Tasks: TGs 06.1, 06.2, 06.3 effect and maintain 
air patrol and search to extent possible over sea approaches to principal 
cities and installations in own sector of the V/est Coast of the U.S. (in¬ 
cluding Mexican and Canadian offshore approaches as appropriate). Augment 
patrol by sector search if required. Training operations temporarily sus¬ 
pended. Use all fleet air personnel and air units available. To limit of 
capabilities (Balance of message will not break and is being serviced;. 

This is corrected- destroy enemy forces located. Cordinate attacks with Western Defense Com- 
portion of disp. mand and 4th AF in accordance with existing agreements 0FD OpPlan V/SF-5. 

TG 06.6 report numbers, availability, readiness of Army bombardment units 
for combat operations over water. Move attack units to rendezvous desig¬ 
nated by ComT/esSeaFron. (X) This operation/ is designated FIREBREAK. This ' 
plan will become effective only when specifically directed by C omNe s S eaFron, 
at which time all major combatant units on v/est coast (fast carriers includ¬ 
ing RANGER, battleships and cruisers) available for combat service will be 
ordered MOPFIIL for rendezvous specified by Cotndr Mid-Pacific Striking Force 
'TF 30). Sector commanders provide for logistic support at normal bases. 
Logistic support of Army bombardment units at Army bases. Communications 
in accordance with existing plans of participating units. Use GCT time. 
Sector commands at sector JOCs SAN DIEGO, TREASURE ISLAND and SEATTLE, 
ComNestSeaFron at JCC SAN FRANCISCO. 
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05 0223 CIMCPAC APV HO to CDIOBPF Info COMINCH . 

Your 030521. My views concerning BONAVENTURA and her XE craft are the same 
as expressed previously. I see no immediate need for them and do not de¬ 
sire to interrupt effective use of other forces in the attempt to create such 
a need. 


05 0337 CIWCPOA ADV HQ to COMGSMPOA. CCHGEMFMFPAC. COMSERVPAC. COMPHIBSPAC. COMF'.VD- 
AREA. COMAIRPAC. CIMCPOA PEARL Info COMINCH. COMGEN 10. CINCSNPA. C0M5THFLT 

CTF 51. 

The initial successes and light ground opposition experienced thus far at 
OKINAWA indicate that it may become possible to accomplish subsequent phases 
ofICEBERG operations sooner than planned. It is intended to exploit fully 
any opportunity to expedite the occupation of the positions involved in 
Phases H and HI even if all the forces and resources needed for expeditious 
development are not fully ready. All commanders concerned are directed to 
keep their plans and preparations as flexible as possible and to be ready to 
support an accelerated campaign. Rolling up and drastic reduction in rear 
areas and MARIANAS as necessary would be expected and required. 

05 2341 ARNOLD to MACARTHUR. NITTTZ . 

WARX 63941. Joint Chiefs of Staff message number ’VAR 62774 and Navy number 
032141 of 3 April are references. 20th Air Force is prepared to furnish 
plan n ing staff to meet the requirement of paragraph C of cited message on 
receipt of advice from you that your planning for the invasion of JAPAN 
has progressed to a point where participation of the 20th Air Force is 
desirable. I contemplate sending the Chief of Staff 20th Air Force, Brig¬ 
adier General Norstad, to discuss this subject with your headquarters about 
the middle of May. 


05 0230 CINCPAC ADV TO COMINCH . 

NIHITZ to KING . Acceptable months for invasion KYUSHU are May to November 
with September to November preferable. Acceptable months for HONSHU are 
May to September with May and June preferable. Believe more than 3 months 
interval desirable if both operations take place in order develop full ef¬ 
fect of forces established in KYUSHU. If 3 months interval adhered to the 
date of the HONSHU operation should govern. 

05 0838 CDICPOA ADV to C0M5THFLT Info CTF 51. CTF 56 . 

NBflTZ TO SPRUANCE INFO TURNER AND BUCKNER . Para 1. If the tactical situ¬ 
ation on OKINAWA continues favorable it may become possible to initiate 
Phase 3 earlier than planned. In such case the principal difficulty will 
be in finding assault divisions for ADJUTANT. Although I have not yet re¬ 
ceived full reports it is unlikely that the 4th and 5th MarDivs will be 
ready even for a target date of 1 July. The 3rd MarDiv can probably be 
ready for an operation in July. Para 2. When opportunity occurs desire 
that you obtain the views of Turner, Buckner and Geiger as to the employ- • 
ment of the 6 Army and 6 Marine Divisions available in POA to finish ICEBERG 
and initiate LONGTOM late August possibly confining objectives to CHUSAN 
ARCHIPELAGO only. Consideration should be given to rehabilitating at OKINAWA 
such divisions as are reauired to augment uncommitted reserves for the occu¬ 
pation of ADJUTANT. Para 3. You will appreciate that this message is purely 
exploratory and that reply will not be a commitment. 3QT3 













06 0701 0QM5THFLT to CDICPAC ADV Info CTF 51. CTF 56 . 

SPRUANC5 TO NH’ITZ INFO TURNER AND BUCKNER . After conference with Turner 
and Buckner. Your 020300 not to info adees and 050838 (Geiger ashore and 
not available on account of weather on beaches) submit the following comments* 
We recommend against taking further positions to northward immediately fol¬ 
lowing ICEBERG 1 and 2 because of difficulties of landing on and supporting 
any of islands in question and because we believe value of position to us 
after capture is not commensurate with damage we are likely to incur from 
continuing enemy air attacks particularly suicide for which we have as yet 
no good solution. We recommend proceeding vdth MIYAK0 operation as soon after 
capture of OKINAWA and IE SHIMA as availability of assault and service 
troops will permit using assault troops now committed to ICEBERG. This may 
involve a somewhat retarded base development of MIYAK0 unless availability 
of service troops can be advanced over present plans. Consider that number 
of assault troops available in CenPac should be adequate for L0NGT0M including 
capture of NINGP0 PENINSULA which is recommended as well as reduction in 
number of islands to be occupied in CHUSAN ARCHIPELAGO. Availability of 
service troops not known to us. Para. Believe naval forces will be adequate 
although minecraft and escorts should be increased and additional repair 
vessels floating docks and certain special types already requested should 
be provided. Para. In view of foregoing recommend (A) Target date of Fhase 
3C be 1 June. (B) Phase 3D 15 August. Para. Prior to moving ashore Geiger 
expressed himself as in favor of using available trooms of 3rdFhibCorDS for 
MIYAK0. 

06 0125 C0HGSNFHFPAC to CINCPAC ADV HQ . 

Recommend 3rd PhibCorps reorganize and reequip at target and be employed 
Fhase 3C ICEBERG in lieu of 5th PhibCorps. This refers your O5O837 April 
and 280529 Feb. In view light casualties and limited opposition believe 
adequate replacements and materiel replenishments available GUAM and resupply 
shipments. This should permit advancement tentative target date Phase 3C. 
Further recommend 5th PhibCorps be employed LONGTOM in place of 3rd previ¬ 
ously recommended. 

BOM 

06 0815 21ST BOMCQM to C0M20THAF Info DEPC0M20THAF.CINCPAC ADV.73RD BONDING. 31ATK,'TNG. 

0347• Subject: Summary of Minelaying Operations: 3-29s of 21st BomCora have 
laid a total of I69O mines using 205 sorties in initiation of complete 
strategic mine blockade of Japanese home waters. Mining missions of STAR¬ 
VATION 1 to 6 were designed to obtain closure of SHIM0N0SEKI STRAITS and 
HIROSHBLA-KURE .Area in order to terminate all merchant traffic through 
SHIM0N0SEKI STRAITS and prevent free use Jap fleet against our operation 
ICEBERG. Attempt was made to contain major Jap fleet units, in particular 
battleships and carriers, since reconnaissance indicated these forces were 
gathering in preparation for a sortie. This sortie could be through either 
the SHIMONGSEKI STRAITS or BUNG0 SUID0. Total of 612 mines dropped in field 
MIKE of which 588 were estimated effective. Total of 654 mines were dropped 
in Field L in which 640 mines were estimated effective. A total of 78 mines 
dropped in field J of which 70 were believed effective. Total of 252 mines 
dropped in Field I of which 230 mines were estimated effective. Total of 54 
mines of which 40 believed effective were dropped in approaches of SASEBO 
HARBOR. All above mines dropped from altitudes of 5000 to 8000 feet. Total 
of 48 mines dropped diredtly in KURE HARBOR among fleet units at anchor of 
which it is estimated 40 are nrobably effective. These mines dropped from 
25,000 feet. 20 additional sorties scheduled for 3 and 4 April, 10 on each 
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06 0815 21ST BOMCCM (MINING SUMMARY - CONTINUED) 





night to insure ccmplete blockade of these fleet units by reinforcing Field 
I* We suffered loss of 3 aircraft, probably due to enemy action and 1 aiJ>- 
craft which c fashed while landing. Total dumber personnel reported killed 
is 9: total number missing 33: total number injured 2* Mine types used were 
approximately 80%acoustic and 20% magnetic. 1000 pound mines were used at 
deaths from 3 to 15 fathoms; 2000 pound mines from 15 to 20 fathoms. Acoustic 
mines were set on medium sensitivity without arming delays or ship counts 
since basic plan assumed this mine could not be swept by enemy and because 
it was known that enemy was prepared to employ grapling methods to clear 
channels and shallow waters. Arming delays uniformly spaced were used on 
2000 pound magnetics and ship counts were distributed between 1 and 10. 

1000 pound magnetic mines were used with dead oeriods equally divided be¬ 
tween 8 and 10.5 seconds without arming delays and with 30 % of the mines 
on ship counts of 2. This preparation was made after careful study of ef¬ 
fectiveness of Japanese Mk 3 sweep against this type mine with long dead 
periods. It was possible to orepare and use a small number of magnetic 
mines designed to select larger ships. In view of extreme difficulty the 
Japanese would encounter in sweeping these mines with long dead periods, 
combined with acoustic mines, it was believed that it would be disadvantageous 
to use long arming delays and ship counts in view of the shallowness of 
the waters nermitting easier uses of grappling methods which would be dis¬ 
couraging if heavy loss of sweeoers resulted. It is intention to modify this 
tyne preoaration as soon as evidence is available in regard to the effect¬ 
iveness of enemy in sweeping these mines with these particular preparations. 
The relatively high effectiveness of 90% in this mining operations is ascribed 
to care taken in preliminary training in radar dropping techniques which 
were of simplest possible nature. Estimate that SHBtONOSEH STRAITS will 
remain closed to all traffic from INLAND SEA areas until at least 7 April 
and possibly longer. Believe western entrance to STRAITS may be opened by 
enemy during 1st week in April but it is probable he will encounter apprecia¬ 
ble losses after opening Passage due to mines v/ith delayed arming. Believe 
minefields in the SU0 NATA will offer a definite Hlflftilttffi deterent to 
shipping attempting apprroach to eastern entrances of SHIH0N0SEKI STRAITS 
and to naval ships attempting to fuel at T0KUYAMA. Enemy forces consisting 
of 1 battleship and 10-12 cruisers and destroyers were observed prior to 
minint at T0KUYAMA. These were later observed on 29 March near minefield be¬ 
tween HBIA SHIMA and NAGA SHIM A and have subsequently been observed on 1 
April in SAG0-N0 S2T0. Surmise from these sightings that this force may 
have attempted passage through minefield and turned back after suffering 
losses. There is as yet no indication that major Japanese force observed 
in KURS consisting of 6 battleships, carriers and escorts has been able to 
sortie forth since minelaying of 30 March. Estimate this force will be con¬ 
tained within KUMB-HIROSHIMA area for at least 1 week, that is, until 7 
April and that they may suffer losses in attempting to clear mines out of 
harbor area. Conclude that mining operations were able to completely dis¬ 
rupt any plans that may ha.ve been made by Japanese Navy to sortie out and 
attack our forces engaged in landing on OKINAWA. Mining of SASEBO was de¬ 
signed to trap and interfere with any naval units based there which had been 
observed by reconnaissance and to prevent use of this base against our 
OKINAWA assault forces. Opinion of this command is that accuracy achieved 
by crews in these operations was exceptional. All results will be confirmed 
by radar scone photos taken at point of release. The fact that radar laying 
techniques were used by all crews and such high success achieved even o ryj r 
though visual methods in laying were feasible indicates high effectiveness 
of training in radar methods in obtaining high accuracy. Believe 90% of mines 
airborne can be effectively placed by B-29 aircraft mining at altitudes of 
5000 to 8000 feet using radar methods in any type of weather encountered. 





07 0105 C0M5THFLT TO CTF 53,CTF 51 Info CTF 54.CTG 52.1.CTG 50.5.CINCPAC ADV HQ . 

O 

My 061520. During afternoon when overall situation and distance permit 
attack with aircraft force reported ComTaskFor 58 062337. Keep each other 
and me advised as practicable. 

07 0832 CTF 54 to CLINCH. CINCPAC 3CTH. TF 54 Info CTFs 51.52.53.55.CTG 51.19.CM5THFI 

Info ORANGE force consisting of a minimum the YAMA.T0 2 light cruisers or 1 
heavy cruiser and possibly 10 destroyers as heading for this area and at 
0825 this date was in position Lat 30-44 Long 129-10 E. They can arrive 
this area after dark. Force believed to be fast striking group of BANZAI 
type with objective of destroying BLUE shipping and combat ships in objec¬ 
tive area. Probably their attempt will be accompanied by suicide and torpedo 
air attacks. Para. Gen plan this force will interpose between orange sur¬ 
face forces attampting to interfere with BLUE operations in western OKINAWA 
and destroy them by battleline action at moderate ranges, by light force 
gun and torpedo action, and air toroedo and bombing attacks when visibility 
permits in order to protect OKINAWA area. Para. TG 54*5 battleline RAdm 
McCormick BatDiv 3 IKAH0 NEW MEXICO TENNESSEE BatDiv 4 destroy enemy bat¬ 
tle line by closing to a moderate range of from 17,000 to 22,000 yards FJO 
THEN by maneuvering to continue the action with the enemy battleline at 
moderate ranges. TG 54*6 right flank force RAdm Rodgers CruDiv 13 less 
SANTA FE, Destroyers BARTON, LAFFEY, PORTERFIELD, CALLAGHAN, IRWIN, PRESTON, 
LONGSHAW, HALL, TWIGGS, HUTCHINS, BENNION TG 54.7 left flank force RAdm 
Joy CruDiv 6 less NEW ORLEANS plus PORTLAND, destroyers ANTHONY, BEALE, 
WADSWORTH, ZKLLARS, EDWARDS, ROOKS, RICKING, PORTER, NBDGER ML ABELS pre¬ 
vent enemy frcm working around our flanks and keep interposed between him 
and the transport area. Sink his light forces and prevent toroedo attacks 
unon own battleline. Torpedo enemy heavy shins when opportunity offers or 
when directed but keep interoosed between enemy and his objedtive. De¬ 
stroyers will generally conform to actions of cruisers. Keep OTC informed 
position enemy ships, also condition and changes speed. Keep clear of islands 
except for cover. Insure enemy not using islands for cover. Attack enemy, 
defend own battleline. Para. OpOrd effective on receipt. General principles 
night battle plan Annex E ComBatRon 1 OpPlan 1-45 apply. Should TF 54 be 
divided into2 TGs BatDiv 3 plus right flank forces will be TG 54.8 com- 

-—A manded by ComBatDiv 3 and BatDiv 4 plus left flank forces will be TG 54.9 

commanded by ComBatDiv 4. Para. Use zone time E35f l(-9), use communication 
plan Annex G ComBatRon 1 OpPlan 1-45 except use force frequency 75.7 Mcs 
for TBS. CTF 54 in BB 43 with TG 54.5. OpOrd ComBatRon 1 No. 1-45. 

06 2116 COMENCH & CNO to C0P17THFLT Info CINCPAC. CPICSV.TA . 

Under the provisions of Joint Chiefs of Staff directive of 3 April which 
has been passed to you for information units of the 7th Fleet will pass to 
the command of Cincpac on a schedule to be agreed on by General Mac Arthur 
and Admiral Niraitz or as may be directed by the Joint Chiefs of Staff. 
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07 1945 CO!'INCH. CNO to C T ~'C"AC ADV HO Info COWSUBPAC . 

Ascertain and report soon as ’possible how QUKENFISH established identity 
of vessel she sank on 1 April. It is necessary to know without delay 
whether or not identification is positive and whether or not it was pos¬ 
sible to tell during or after attack if navigation lights and special 
markings were lighted. 

06 0535 C0N3EN AAFPOA ADMIN to CINCFOA PEARL Info Clr'C DA ADV. CCNOEN 10. COMGEN 

AAFPOA. CONAN 20. WAR DEFT. 

21054. Reference is made to situation with respect to reception of 316 Wing 
at INDISPENSABLE (IE SHE1A). Base Development Plans as submitted by this 
headquarters contemplated the completion of 1 VLR strip and 60 hardstands 
by 1 August, and an additional VLR strip and 60 hardstands by 1 Sept. 5 
Engineer Aviation Bns were committed for this operation, v/hich is considered 
adequate to complete minimum required construction by dates specified above. 
ComGen 10 subsequently revised Base Development Plan to indicate that 
strips would be completed 15 Sept and 15 Oct, or a delay of 45 days from 
completion dates as visualized by us. Service groups and ground echelons 
of 316 Wing are now echeloned into INDISPENSABLE for arrival dates which 
would remit supporting flight echelons of 2 veiy heavy groups by 15 Aug. 
and additional 2 very heavy groups by 15 Sept. CoraAF 20 has requested 
this headquarters to review entire subject at this time, since 316 Wing 
already has been delayed 65 days and it is highly desirable to avoid ad¬ 
ditional 30 day delay if this is at all possible. With due appreciation 
for the fact that it is difficult to determine at this time an exact com¬ 
pletion date for fields on INDISPENSABLE, and that problems of terrain as 
they may effect construction are not fully known as yet, it is nevertheless 
strongly recommended that 15 August and 15 Sept be set as target dates at 
this time for completion of strips and hardstands. Further recommend that 
interested agencies be instructed to implement this urogram.. This would 
provide approximately same length of time as has been planned in past opera¬ 
tions for similar type work, with due consideration for construction troops 
committed. Although this headquarters considers 5 Engineer Avn Bns now 
committed for INDISPENSABLE are sufficient to meet recommended completion 
dates, the reception of the 316 Wing at the earliest practicable date is 
a matter of sufficient importance to warrant committment oj^dditional 
engineer units, if this is essential. If necessary, this headquarters will 
reexamine deployment of Engineer Avn Bns in forward area and nominate an 
additional battalion to be made available for construction work on INDISPENS¬ 
ABLE. 

07 2145 GlwUPCA PEA.1L to DO-IGEN 10 Info CGAAF^A.COAAFPCA AD?-IIN.CCAIAF20.GINCPQA ADV . 
Request your comments on ComGenAAFPOA Admin 060535* 

09 0910 CC° 'G'NTEN to CINCPOA A EL Info GGAAF POA . COWOENPOA.CTF5 1. AW WNlOth REAR . 

CINCP0A ADV H ). ISCOM LEGUMINOUS . 

Your 072145. Dates specified in BDP were set after consideration difficulty 
of echeloning service and construction troops and maintenance and con¬ 
struction materials because of limited beach capacity. Reconnaissance con¬ 
firms beach capacity is meager. No. 6 airfield (YONTAN) N-S strip and No. 5 
airfield (KADENA) 2 parallel strips excellent for VLR development. Both 
sites provide grades less than 1 percent 3500 feet strips approach angles 0. 


- Continued - 
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09 0910 CQLGEIiTEK to CI'iCPOA -EARL Info CGAAFi’OA. CC GZNPOA. ETC, (COMT'D). 


2HBQK82SSKS. Ample space for taxiway s hardstands and facilities. Good 
base good drainage coral fill. Reconnaissance in southern sector may dis¬ 
close additional VLR sites. Recommend consideration be given to development 
these fields for VLR eliminating 2 or more VLR fields INDISPENSABLE. This 
has advantage of concentration effort immediate application of nresent con¬ 
struction forces to task and elimination of difficult logistics Droblem 
at INDISPENSABLE. Estimate desired dates can be met at recommended sites 
if early decision reached. Additional Avn Sngr Bn will assist in exoediting 
completion project. INDISPENSABLE can be developed for fighter fields if 
desired vfith less logistics problem or INDISPENSABLE can later be developed 
for VLR fields in which case consideration should bp given to elimination 
VLR program 3C. This has advantage of concentration of effort nearer 
profitable targets reduc/tion logistic difficulties and reduction garrison 
forces required. Corollary subject is airfield No. 1. This site is imprac¬ 
ticable has deep mud for foundation difficult approach angles poor drainage 
and no suitable building materials within reasonable distance. 4 new sites 
being investigated. Limited reconnaissance discloses airfield No. 8 ma^r 
be impracticable. Further repoi-t when data available. 

09 1157 Cl PC PGA AD7 H . to CCN5THELT Info COr.3RDI J HII3COR 1 ' > S.Ca , GENF!.gVAC.CTF51.CTF56. 

C0NGEN24C0RPS.CffirF.'JDAREA,ISCOLi SAIPAN.CINCPOA PEARL. 

CTF 51 and CTF 56 090235 not to all. Return of 2nd MarDiv to SAIPAN for 
discharge personnel and minimum essential equipment authorized with under¬ 
standing that division remains alerted for employment when and if needed 
for Phase I, H or III of ICEBERG. 

05 0226 CINCPAC ADV to CO! INCH . 

NTTTZ TO KING ONLY . Halsey is now engaged in planning operations of eastern 
forces during L0NGTQM and operations to establish line of sea communications 
into SEA OF JAPAN via either LA °ER0USE or KOREA STRAIT. See my serial 
0005034 of 31 March. It is my view that in OLYMPIC the country will be 
best served if Spruance controls the amphibious phases which require meticu¬ 
lous planning while Halsey is employed in offensive covering operations 
both of which must be coordinated by me as in LONGTOM. Thus each will be 
employed in the field in which he is best qualified. 

05 0228 CINCPOA ADV to CINCSITPA . 

NT.1TZ TO MJICARTHUR . I would be happy to have you and such staff as you 
choose to bring be my guests at GUAM to discuss the matters involved in 
our latest directives. 

09 0526 CINCSVfPA to CINCPOA ADV . 

CA 51464. Your cordial invitation to visit you is appreciated but the daily 
developments of campaign here are such that it is impossible for me to absent 
myself at this time, ’.'lien convenient to you I will send Sutherland with the 
Assistant Chiefs of Staff G3 and 4. The signal officer and an air officer 
for conference. The 13 th is suggested. Delay to that date has been occa¬ 
sioned by the displacement of GHQ from LEYTE to MANILA which is in progress. 
MacArthur. 
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09 1155 CINCPOA ADV to CINC5WPA. 

Youi' 090526. Will be glad to see Sutherland and the others on the 
thirteenth. NBTTZ. 

09 1921 COMPTCH to CPTCPAC . 

1CLNG T0 KIMITZ . In answer to your 050226 I note your 050230 consider Novem¬ 
ber is latest month in the year for OLYMPIC. It is essential that your 
overall command setup for naval and amphibious phases of invasion be estab¬ 
lished in early future for coordination with MacArthur* s plans for land 
campaign. I agree with your view that this command should be Fifth Fleet 
team of Spruance and Turner. This vdll make them unavailable for LONGTOM. 
They should therefore be disengaged from ICEBERG as soon as practicable. 

To this end I suggest Halsey take the overall command about one Nay and that 
Turner pass over the amphibious command to Hill or Blandy not later than 
one May. Para Two. Assume you will include consideration of Kinkaid dash 
Barbey "team" as among those who will participate in planning and operations 
possibly those mounted in PHILIPPINES. Para Three. Wilkinson could then 
remain for making amphibious plans for L0NGTCM and or other amphibious 
operations oreliminaxy to invasion. Para Four. Assume that you will ar¬ 
range MacArthur in early future as to method, time and place for coordination 
of invasion planning and preparations directed by Joint Chiefs of Staff. 

03 0512 C0U5THFLT to CTF 58 Info CTF 51. CTC- 52,1. CIPCPAC ADV . 

Pith view to stamping on next fuse desire you make 1-day KYUSHU strike. 

Factors in timing are shorebased fighters ny 080445 available for Turner, 
status your air groups and indications enemy reactions. With respect to 
latter, I believe the sooner the better. Turner comnent on local support 
requirements. 

10 0025 CTF 58 to C0M5TIFLT . 

Your 080512. Striking date KYUSHU dependent upon when TF released from sup¬ 
port amphibious forces. Will require 1 day to fuel TF frcm 16 oilers center 
area FIREFLY and then wait for favorable weather. 

10 0044 CIIIC'OA ADV to CC'$T?;PlT.Info CTFS 51 56. CTGs 99.2 99.3.CINCPQA PEARL . 

1 of the nrinciple purnoses of the occupation of the RYUKYUS is to establish 
air bases for attack on JAPAN and its sea approaches. The seizure of positiohs 
subsequent to 0KINA' A and IE SHIMA will be dependent to a degree on the ex¬ 
tent to which suitable airfields can be developed on OKINAWA. The tentative 
sites of 4 of the 3 fields planned for OKINAWA namely 135 and 6 are now in 
our hands. 247 and 8 are still held by the eneiry but our forces in the area 
should by now be able to aonraise their suitability for development. Para, 
request as soon as practicable the best local estimate as to (A) Feasibility 
of constructing the 8 fields alarmed with the capacity now orojected. (B) Feas¬ 
ibility of constructing additional fields and oronosed sites* (C) Feasibility 
increasing capacity of 3 fields now planned while maintaining satisfactory dis¬ 
persal. Para. In case either number 1 field or No. 8 field cannot be developed 
as claimed it will be necessary feither to find adequate sites elsewhere or to 
use 1 and possibly 2 existing fields for the essential needs of search aircraft 
and eventually of carrier aircraft as heretofore contemplated for 8 and 1 re¬ 
spectively. The future requirements of the accelerated campaign against 
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10 oou CINC^QA ADV to C0! r 5TKFL? Info CTF 51. ETC. (CO: T T«D) 

JAPAN make it imperative that there be 2 naval airfields capable of expansion 
Para. Desire information as to feasibility of establishing airfields on OKI¬ 
NAWA north of ISHIKXTA ISTHMUS. Para. The proposal of ComGen 10 070910 to 
develop airfields No. 5 and 6 for VLR is not concurred in unless adequate 
sites can be found elsewhere for the groups now planned for those fields. De¬ 
crease in the alarmed strength of the tactical air forces to be deployed in 
the RYUKYUS is not acceptable. Para. Those questions are of the greatest 
urgency since they affect decisions concerning the seizure of additional ob¬ 
jectives to get the needed airbase capacity. Para. Can send Captain Painter 
to you if you desire his services. 

10 0223 CINCPO'A ADV HQ to CINCPCA TMHL.CO. F ■ TDAREA.Info CC \HR?AC.CgI\IRMACSUBCO’'F,7D. 

I3C0 M saipan. isccr oua:: . 

It is urgently necessary that completion of essential operational and sup¬ 
porting facilities in the MARIANAS for carrier aviation be accelerated. It 
is directed that on SAIPAN the completion of such facilities be given A 
priority next after essential hospitals. Cincpoa Pearl issue necessary direc¬ 
tives to implement and delete 51st NCB from troops for Phase HI ICEBERG. 

This will leave 39th and 51st NCB available at SAIPAN until operations subse¬ 
quent to ICEBERG are directed to be undertaken. 

10 0716 eCMSTHFLT to CTF 53 Info CTF 51. CINCPAC ADV HQ . 

CTF 51 100450 comply. In addition to conditions he mentions I believe 
another heavy attack is nearly due. Para. Until shorebased air is reported 
by Turner to be sufficiently effective major strike contemplated your 100025 
in response ny 080512 must be postponed. ’Then strike is made expect maximum 
oilers available will be 12 to 14. instead of 16 requested by you. Para. In 
interim believe long range fighter sweep or sweeps on KYUSHU fields at criti¬ 
cal times may may big dividends. Desire you do this if at all practicable 
while meeting Turner's CAP requirements. 

10 2237 JCS to CINCSfTPA _ 

11 1437 CONINCH for infoTto Cli.liTuA AD7 HQ, 

WAR 66056, In connection with your CAX 51420 the Joint Chiefs of Staff 
consider that the ornera'ion of 1st priority in BORNEO is BRUNEI B'X and 
this area vd.ll be seized at the earliest practicable date for the purpose 
of Providing an advance base for the British Fleet. TARAKAN will be seized 
prior to BRUNEI BAY only if essential to the success of the BRUNEI B.AY 
operation. You are reminded that the British Pacific Fleet can be made 
available for these operations. The Joint Chiefs of Staff prefer that j r ou 
do not commit forces for the seizure of BALIKPA?AN unless you can do so 
without prejudice to the^aerations against JAPAN and/or without involve¬ 
ment of US grormd trooasfundue diversion of amphibious craft and equipment. 
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10 0442 CINCPOA ADV to CO. 5THFLT Info CZNCFOA °EARL.COITHOTOGRP 2.CG10.CTF51.CTG99.2. 

Re MyDis Top-Secret 040622. Account immediate needs for medium altitude 
mapping and reconnaissance coverage of southern KOREA. TSUSHUIA and SAISHU-TO 
it is desired that arrangements be made for staging 2 or 3 Liberators of 
Photo Group 2 through OKINAWA as soon as reasible. Maximum number officers 
14 enlisted 39. 7,000 gallons AvGas vd.ll be required remission. Oxygen re¬ 
quired. Para. Request you inform Cincpoa expected date Hioto Liberators can 
stage through OKINAWA fields. (*Ref - secret) 

1° 1145 CINCPOA ADV to CQI.TTHFLT Info CINCPOA PEARL . 

Sterilization date of 1 Sept for all mining targets your 090835 is satis¬ 
factory. i.SLning FOOCHOW and ENCHOW approved with same sterilization date. 

H 0353 C0r~TiIB0R?13 via CO!7THFLT TO RAF? L!FC CO:7THFLT.0INC FOR ADV.paUFT.T OABTNHTO 

AIRCRAFT POOL SAMJVR. 

Reference to your letter FT No 2018/432 dated 6 Aoril 1945 not to all. 
Arrangements have been ade and authorization is hereby given for accom¬ 
modating 25 British aircraft and 4 officers and 55 ratings at SAMAR PacFlt 
carrier aircraft pool beginning 15 April. Com7thFlt has agreed to orovide 
necessary tentage foy'personnel. It is requested that no increase ii/iumbers 
stated in this despatch of British planes and oersonnel based ashore at 
SAMAR be made without additional request to ComPhibGroup 13 and receipt 
of authorization by addressee. 

11 0706 CINCPAC ADV to CClfJARGILSARFA INFO COMSUBPAC . 

Your 100634. Desire you do not depart from regular routine searches uhtil 
19 April. Unless special circumstances arise do not send air strikes against 
’■TAKE prior to this date. Complete absence of air during this oeriod will 
greatly enhance probability of successful accomplishment of submarine mission. 

11 1021 CIHCBRF to Cirrr-AC OTH Info CO! 'INCH.BAD .'ASH. C0K5TKFLT. -OMRALTY . 

Ufy 260739 January not to Com5thFlt. It has been found necessary to withdraw 
ILLUSTRIOUS to UK for refit. 2. ILLUSTRIOUS will be relieved by FORMIDABLE 
in TF 57 after present series of strikes on approximately April 13th. 

12 0112 (-nCTUBLY CGT5THFLT) TO CINCPAC ADV. CTF51.58.CTG 52.1. 50.8 Info CffilRPAC 

SUBCOJWD.CCMiRPAC,CINCPAC HBARL . 

Cincpac Adv 080846. To keep abreast situation with minimum LAG request CincPac 
Adv direct ComAirPacSubConFord keep CTF 51 advised current and anticipated 
need for services additional CVEs for aircraft transportation to combat 
area basing his estimates on his knowledge olanes and pilots in x>ols and 
enroute and on direct inforaation from CTF 58 CTG 52.1 and CTG 50.8 who 
are directed to keep Brim informed. CTF 51 directed meet requirements by 
assignment of combatant CVLs from CTG 52.1. 
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12 2310 CINC^OA ADV to eg CG3 go . CCK5TKFLT.CG :5TII?HI3F0a.CQHSWPAC. ca :aih?ac . CQ&- 

NIPP AC, CM G A C ~ P T PAC.CtC ;GSN AAFPOA.INTO CQTSOMAC.CO! *F fDAREA. CTF96. 

CTF 93 . CCTTINCHkCNO.CO:TIQRF^C.CIt'C£A7PA.tl4--tCOaPS.CGTGENSUPS R77MFPAC.C03.7THFLT 

CCH3RDFET, CO* fGEi ■I.MliFI-.nTPAC,CQMGEN24T' TCORPS.CCA GEN3RDFHIBC0RPS. CIMC PQ\ PKA RL . 

ir CC -?■ "T^THTORCORPS.gg^HIBGR^, . C>. PHIBS?ACA~ G5M3PR5AR ECH. 
















AARNING CAPER . KyDis 280529 Feb modified as follows. In order to be ready 
to exploit successes in Ftiases I and II and to prepare to deploy in the 
RYUKYUS a maximum air force at the earliest possible date initiate pre¬ 
parations for Phase III(c) ICEBERG with target date (A-Day) for ADJUTANT 
(MlYAKO JIHA) on L plus 76. Operation will be conducted by same hi^ier 
troop commanders as Phases I and II. Assault troops for operation will 
consist of 3rd Amphibious Corps with Corps Troops 1st 2nd and 6th NarDivs 
reinforced or e uivalent units designated by ComGen 10th Army from forces 
under his operational control. Necessary DUKA! COs and NCBs as designated 
by ComGen 10 attached. 534th and 720th Amph Tractor Bns mounting point 
OAHU. 726th Amph Tractor Bn mounting point SAIPAN. 750th 8 inch How Bn Ha 
Det 28th Sraolfe Gen Bn 67 th and 68th Smoke Gen Cos mounting point OAHU. 1 Array 
CML Mortar Bn when available. Para. Garrisob troops will consist of foilowing: 
(A) To be provided from troops locally available to ComGen 10. 1st ! TarDiv 
reinforced which will remain on target until relieved by Army garrison unit. 

2 Firing Batteries AAA Auto A'pns. 1 Bn AAA guns (90mm). Btry C (Less 1 Plat) 
294th S/L Bn. Hq and Hq Btry 230th S/L Bni‘(B) To be mounted HA" ALLAN AREA, 

Ha and Hq Btry and Btry A 867 th AAA AN Bn143rd Ha and Hq Btry CA Grp. 

(C) To be mounted K:'AJALEUT. Btry D 867 th AAA ASV Bn. ‘(D) To be mounted GUAM. 
808 th AAA AST Bn. 64 th AAA Gun Bn. 771st AAA Gun Bn. 2nd Plat Btry C 294th * 

S/L Bn. 177th CA Bn. (E) To be mounted SAIPAN. Hq and Hq Btry 69 th AAA Grp). 
206th AAA AST Bn (less Btries C and D). Btiy B & C 867 th AAA A17 Bn. 865 th AAA 
AST Bn. Btry B 230th S/L Bn. Hq and Hq Btiy 59th AAA Brig. 33rd CA Bn. (F) 
Mounting point ANGAUR. 45th CA Bn. (G) To be mounted FINSCHA7EN. 1 AAA gun Bn 
1 AAA Grp Hq. 1 operations Det. Para. Garrison air forces. MarAirGrp 14 
HedRon/ 14 Seron 14 MarFitRons 212, 222 , 223 mounting SAMAR. MarAirGrp 12 
HedRon 12 SeRon 12 MarFitRon 115, 211 and 218 mounting ZAMBOANGA. HedRon 

for ATC mounting on west coast. VMF(N) 533 mounting 3NGEBI. VMTB 331 mounting 
MAJURO. MAST SO 7 mounting OKINAWA. 2 CBMUs and 1 NCB to be designated by 
ServPac. 2 VLR 'Tings complete with Hq and accompanying service units. Photo 
Sqdn VK. ^hoto lab Bomb Gp VK. All to be designated later and all mounting 
from West Co-'srt. Para. In the following 2 paragraphs the remarks in Parenthe¬ 
sis show availability of units as indicated in ComGenPOA serial 000545 Mar 28, 
Para, Additional aviation service units. Mounting point OAHU, Det No. 52, 

70th AACS (35/S available). 1915th Eng Bn. ACS Det, 3365th SigServBn. Det 
No 3, 1714th SigServCo*:, Det, Eq 419th Troop Carrier Gp. Mounting point 
GUAM. Hq and Hq Serv Co 933rd Sngr Avn Regt. 1884th 1885th 813th 1899th 
1886th and 1924th Engr Avn Bns. 463 rd Sig Hvy Const Bn Avn. Mounting Point 
SAIPAN. 1894th Eng Avn Bn. Mounting Point KSTAJALSIN. 1914th Eng Vvn Bn. 
Mounting point west coast. 801st Eng Avn Bn. Mounting point unknown. Det 
AAF weather Serv POA (20^ available). Radio Sqd Mobile (j)(Short). Det MEW 
Control Centr (short). 6 HP Cos AVN (Short). 4 PJM Trk Cos Avn (short). Para. 
Array ground service units with mounting points indicated where known Adjutant 
General. 903rd ARJ type J from OAHU. 337th APU type M from west coast and 

3 APU type K (short). Chemical. 1 Gen Serv Co (short). 1 Processing Co (short) 
Engineer. 1 Depot Co (short 1 Plat). 1 Base De x>t Co (short). 1 light equip¬ 
ment. Co (short). 3 Maint. Cos 1 from OAHU (1 short). 1 Water Sup Co (short). 
1736th and 1737th SL Maint Teams from OAHU. Hq and Hq Co Const Grp (short). 

Hq and Hq Co Base Depot (short). 6 Const Bns (short). 3 Eng Avn Bns Cincpoa 
Pearl 090158 substituted in lieu thereof. Designated in lieu thereof. Desig¬ 
nated in foregoing anagraph). 1 Composite Serv Gn (short). 1 Base Equip 

Co. (short). 1534th 3067 th 3068th Dump Trk Cos from GUAM. 2919th Dump 
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Trk Co from OAHU. 3072th 3073rd 3074th 3078th Dump Trk Cos and 2 other Cos 
from west coast. 1 Hvy Shop Co (short). 2 Petrol Dist Cos from ’.Vest Coast. 
1772nd Plat Parts Snoopy from OAHU. 1 parts suoply Plat (short). 2848th 
Gas Gen Det from SAIPAN. Medical. 2 San Cos (short). 1 Field Hosp from 
PHASE I ro II. 317th Gen Hosp and 210th Sta Hosp from west coast. 39th 
Sta Hosp from ANGAUR. 20th 31st 122nd 382nd Sta Hoses from GUADAL, NET CAL, 
ESPIRITU SANTO and west coast respectively. 3 Malaria control units and 2 
Mai Survey Units from MASS I or H. 149th Vet Det (food insp) from west 
coast. 2 Vet Dets (short). 877th Med Sue Team number 5 from OAHU. MILITARY 
• POLICE. 1 MP Co Corps (Short). 1 MP Bn (short) 1 HP Proc Plat from Phase I 
or 2. 1 Criminal Invest Sec Tyre 2 (short). 2 Enel Guard Secs Type 3 (short). 
1 Mess Team No. 2 (short). 1 MP Co for Military Govt. • miscellaneous. 1 Intell 
Serv Org and 1 Order of Battle Team from Phase I or II. 77th CIC Det from 
Phase H. 2 CIC teams from OAHU. 1 Photo Intern Team from Phase I or II. 

1 Special Serv Co (short). Ordnance. 1 Hq and Hq Det Gp (short). 302nd and 
1 other Hq and Hq Det Bn from OAHU. 247th and 248th Ammo Co. from West Coast. 
3231st Depot Co from west coast. 3233rd Deiot Co from OAHU, 2 Ham Cos from 
west coast. 564 th Hvy Paint Co Trk from west coast. 3541st Maint Co AA from 
west coast. 382nd. MAM Co from west coast. 154th MAM co from OAHU. 406th and 
296th ?1I Co from west, coast. 104th BD S D from Phase I. 215th 216th 217th 
219th BD Sqds from west coast. Quartermaster. Hq and Hq Det 529th Gp from 
OAHU. 4474th Depot Co Surely from OAHU. 150th > Trk Co from ANGAUR. 4102nd 
4106th 894th 895th fl Trk Cos from OAHU. 4464th Salv Coll Co less 1 Plat 
from west coast (1 Plat short). 5 Driver Aug Teams (short). 1 Gas Supply 
Co (short). 5 Hq and Hq Det PM Bn (short). 2 Bkry Cos (available 1 Plat 
ANGAUR 1 Plat WC). 1 Grs Plat from OAHU. 2 Salv Repair Cos (l Plat available 
ANGAUR). 2 Ldry Cos (1 Plat available ANGAUR). 4517th 4518th -Serv Cos from 
west coast. 6 other Serv Cos requi ed (1 Plat available ANGAUR). 2 Fumigation 
and Bath Cos (short). 2 Sec Hosp Ldry Tyne EJ (short). 5 Sec Hosp Ldry Type 
El (short). Signal. 103rd, 105th, 232nd, 250th, 3Hth radar 'hint Units from 
OAHU. 1 Sig Const Co Hvy (short). 1 Sig Serv Co Opn (short). Transportation. 

1 Hq and Hq Co Amohib Trk Bn (short). 526th Hq and Hq Det Port Bn from west 
coast. 364 th Hq and Hq Det Port Bn from OAHU. 493rd and 495th Amoh Trk Cos 
from GUAM. 491st and 488th Aimh Trk Cos from HAWAIIAN AREA. 142nd 145th 146 th 
147th 148th and 137th Port Cos from west coast. Overhead. Hq and Hq Garr 
Force (83$ available). SO Military censors(short). 37 Military Govt inter¬ 
preters (short). Para. Army units listed in ireceding paragraphs which have 
not been designated should be so designated with mounting noint by ComGenPOA 
by dispatch as they become available. Para. Naval Service Units in accordance 
with ComServPac Spdltr Ser 0001003 dated 10 March. Plus the following units: 

1 NCB for vraterfront work. 2 NCB Regt Hq. Military Govt Hosps consisting of 
4 G-6 and 3 G—10 naval functional components. 4 N1A functional components for 
Military Govt. ComServPac requested to designate units above by dispatch indi¬ 
cating mounting points. Para. Cine^oa Pearl designate necessary military govt 
dets by dispatch. Para. Units listed this dispatch is a preliminary list of 
units and is based on revised troops list Phase 3(8) now being formulated. 
Para. On completion of Phase 3(c) Hq 3rd T hibCorrs,Corps troops and 6th!IarDiv 
return to GUAM for rehabilitation and 2nd MarDiv return to SAIF AN for rehabil¬ 
itation. Para. All combat and garrison units including service, construction, 
aviation and defense uni s for ADJUTANT other than those employed in Phase 1 
and 2 should be ordered to report at the earliest to ComGen 10 (info CG 10 
rear). Garrison units should report in addition to prospective IsCom of ADJU¬ 
TANT (BrigGen Edwin B Lyon),CTG 99.4. Those not in the immediate vicinity re¬ 
porting by diso -i tch.Para.Col, Benjamin R ’.Timer USA is designated as Cor.dr 
Const troops. Col Ford C Rogers US C is designated as AirDefComdr. Both Offi¬ 
cers should report to ComGen 10 and CTG 99.4 by dispatch, Para. ConServPag ex 
nedite nomination of officer as ComNavActivities ’yDis 280529 February!U G J 







12 2312 CUTCPOA to CINCOA YIARL.CGPOA.CO’'GJIIO,CGFMFPAC.CG 3RDrHIBCOR?S Info CO’DJICH 

leu -i • '..Log l;a:,cc oki::a.auisccm sairan,CTF 5i. 

C0M5THFLT. -- 

Pursuant to recommendations of ComGen 10th Army rehabilitation, and preoaratior 
for their next operations subsequent to Phases 1 and 2 of ICEBERG vail be ac¬ 
complished. on OKINAWA for 3rd PhibCoros less 2nd MarDiv and for 24th Army 
Corps including 7th,.27th, 77th and 9oth Divisions. 2nd MarDiv will be re¬ 
turned SAIPAN. After Phase 3 3rdi-hibCorps Hdqtrs and Corps troops and 6th 
MarDiv vail be sent to GUM and 2nd MarDiv to SAIPAN, 1st MarDiv vail remain 
ADJUTANT until relieved by a non amphibious division. 

13 M15 CIUCPCA :-3V to GHG SEA'. MCARTHUR Info CC 1f G:EIXA.;DV ECH GUP. COMIHCH. CINCPOA 

^EAPiL. CCTQEN TEE. CEPETZN. CC':S0 p \C. CO^rmDSPAC. CC'' r 5n?:'LT. 

UrDis 090213. Expect to use for Phase 3(c) ICEBERG see MyDis 122310 the fol¬ 
lowing AAA units: 1 Gun 3n, 1 Grp Hq, 1 Opns Det from FINSCHAFEN. Para. De¬ 
sire to use immediately 1 s/L Btry for Phase 2 ICE3SRG. Para. Request desig¬ 
nation of units required for Phase 2 and Phase 3C. Para. P lan to use in Phase 
3D ICEBERG the balance of units listed UrDis 090213 vith the exception of 1 
Opns Det which is not required at this time. Request designations these units, 
Para. Shipping arrangements to mount units will be coordinated by Cincnoa 
Pearl. °ara. Based on the above ComGenPOA is authorized to deal directly with 
action addee as regards these units. Para. Advise Cincpoa as to allocation of 
shipping desired for mounting these units and mounting dates. Plan to have 
ComSoRac ship equipment referred UrDis 090213 to units concerned as soon as 
practicable. Please advise destinations desired. 

13 1641 CO'fTNCH & CNO to CIKCPAC ADV HP. CINCff./PA. CINCBPF . 

Part 1 of 131644'-. Am advising British Admiralty delegation that tentative 
date for seizure BRUNEI BAY by MacArthur is 23 May. That units of British 
Fleet vri.ll probably be allocated to this operation, and that British re¬ 
sources referred to in CINCVPF 200740 March not to all should be used for 
establishing gleet base facilities at BRUNEI instead of MANUS. BRUNEI base 
will parallel XSSYiCniYHMXMN U. S. Pacific Fleet Base in LEYTE GULF. 

13 1644 COMIKCH &CN0 to CIHCPAC ADV IU. CIMCSYPA. CII1GBFF . 

Part 2 final of 131644. Part 1 was 131641. Its use designed to Provide for 
employment of British Pacific Fleet either south, west or north in future 
operations against JAPAN. 0Derations to northward will require use of ad¬ 
vanced anchorages by British Pacific Fleet such as in the PHILIPPINES and 
in the RYUKYUS. 
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14 005S COMGEKTOA to CINCPOA -DV Info CUTCPOA -EARL. CG 10TH. CGIOTH .'M RBAR . 

RJ 59751. In view of information contained in CTF 51 and CTF 56 dispatch 
090235 and authorization in your 09H57 to Com5thFlt recommend effective 
date 98th Div is designated Area Reserve be deferred to 1 June current period 
preparation of the Div for '"ay 1st alert is well undeway but is working a 
severe hardship upon the facilities of OAHU due to critical shortage of 
service troops and concurrent support required for other ICEBERG forces 
->ar radio reply requested. % 

14 0329 CINCRQA ADV to CIRC? AC PEARL, GOLIG JTPOA Info COHG.NPAC DIV ATC. CCTAIRPAC . 

C0!f 1 ARGILS. CO: 'GEN AAFPOA. C0~ SERVPAC . 


Refer Cincpoa secret serial 0093 of 14 October 1944. The mission assigned 
TARA,'/A is hereb - revised as follows: HAWKINS FIELD BSTIO ISLAND to be main¬ 
tained as an .'Army Air Base to support activities of the ATC until such time 
as they may be withdrawn. Necessary maintenance and service personnel for 
support of the Atoll and Air Base to be provided by the Army. Reduction 
to meet the assigned mission will be effectuated as hereafter indicated: 

(A) Immediately reduce to ATC activities and nucleus Navy garrison ade¬ 
quate to support same. (B) Amy replace Navy garrison as soon as practicable 
and not later than 1 June. (C) Reduce garrison to token force when ATC 
can close out activities. 


14 1210 cr'cpo. iPv to cr/co- pel. 





Request your comment on Com7thFlt 1 s 130530. It is desired to expand, and 
accelerate the Naval Base 'OKHNANA in order to support an accelerated cam¬ 
paign against JAPAN. 


08 0140 C0*ITRAINCARRQNPAC TO USS RANGER & ASSIGN!!) ESCORTS. CO’illR^AC.COI'FAIRl.'RST- 
COAST. INFO CONINCH.CINCPRC BOTH. C0I.ESU3PAC.CO?'3RDFLT.CO: :5THFLT .CONSERVPAC 
GO! f. lESSEAFRON. CO: IIA'. ,31 < JRON. C CT.fIO.RPAC. COUCRUDIV 1. CCT PESRON 57 . 


Following is TG 30.5 OpPlan 1-45. Task organization. TG 30.5 air striking 
group RAdm R Y Jennings. Sutrtara A. TU 30.5.1 Carriers RAdm Jennings BCNHCLfS 
RICHARD nlus air ;roup designated by ComAirPac RANGER plus air group desig¬ 
nated by ComFair’.TestCoast additional carriers with air groups later assigned. 
Sub n ara B. TU 30.5.2 esoorts later assigned. Para 1. Enemy forces: Enemy 
capable forming strong carrier Task Force. Own Forces: SubPara.A. TG 30.1 
Surface Striking Group composed CruDiv 1 DesDiv 57 less 1 DesDiv plus ad¬ 
ditional units less carriers assigned will join and support this group* 

NorPac and HawSeaFron forces directed maintain air barrier patrols along 
180th meridian ADAK to ?OTAY. V/esSeaFron directed maintain air searches 


over sea approaches principal cities and installations west coast. 5th^It 
will support by strildLng retiring enemy raiding forces. Assumptions: Un¬ 
located enemy carrier TF roceeding diversionary operations eastern Pacific 
area and possible raids on west coast. Para 2. This group will conduct air 
searches directed by CTF 30 and will attack enemy units within range with 
all available aircraft in order prevent enemy attack on west coast. Para 3. 
SubPara. Carriers. (1) Conduct air witrols and searches according doctrine 
and as directed. (2) Intercept destroy enemy. Primary target carriers. Sub 
para B. Escorts: Screen carriers of other units according doctrine battle 
plan and as directed. Sub Para, (l) This o-eration designated FIREBREAK. (2) 
This plan based Com3rd?lt CTF 30 OpPlan 2-45 and effective only when direc¬ 
ted. (3) All units maintain maximum readiness extensive offensive operations, 
consistent present employment. (4) Rendezvous of uni s roceeding xrom_ 
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OS 0140 CO TRRIWCARRON . C C? PL.N TG 30.5 1-45 . (CONTINUED) 



w 


FEARL NORPAC and ’./EST COAST will be specified by CTF 30. (5) Current doctrine 
tactical orders and instructions effective and will be supplemented as 
necessary by annexes. (6) Cruising instructions battle plans CTF* 30 and 
annexes this plan will be delivered in rendezvous. (7) Be prepared towing 
and to be tewed. (8) Conduct training exercises as possible enroute and 
thereafter as directed. Para 4A. Logistics PEARL and '..TEST COAST ports. (B) 
Replenishment from TG 30.9. Para 5. A. Communications CentCcm 2 Pac 71. 

Zone time Z (GCT)• C. CTG 30.5 in BON HOLT IE RICHARD or as designated. 


15 0620 CTF 93 to CTG 93.4 Info CINCPCA. X~ G. 21 . 



1 • 







CINCFOA 150/1(10 GCT. Change Mustang strike from ATSUGI airfield to airfields 
in southern KYUSHU for tomorrow the 16th. Also use BIB 612 in full strength. 
Intelligence data, ./ill arrive by B-24 tonight. Submit your olan to include 
time of attack to me with info CINCFOA, CTF 58 , CTF 51, by urgent dispatch 
immediately, reoeat, immediately. Happy hunting. 

!5 0957 CTG 93.4 to CTF 9? Info CL'C'CA, CTF 33. C'^F 51 . 

Can do KYUSHU this vray. Plan A: Sweep south airfields and remain in area 
for 2 hours oroceed to QKIHAV/A for service and return to base. If approved 
request you inform OKINAWA bases. Plan B: Strike KAMOYA airfields remain 
maximum 40-5 minutes and return to base at 1/0. Take off 0900 (-10) over 
target 1245K. 

PEARL 

16 0250 CINCFOA ADV TO CINCSAPR INFO C PUNCH.COFS USA.C0M7THFLT.Ca :GEB?OA.CINCK)A/HQ. 

1. Your dispatch concurrence is requested in the following proposals con¬ 
cerning action to be taken to implement the directive of JCS 032140 and 
to expedite nlanning and Preparation for the invasion of JAPAN. (A) CINCAFPAC 
and CINCFAC assume immediately command of all forces of their respective 
services for purposes of Army and Navy administration. (B) CINCFOA release 
to the operational control of CINCAFPAC as rapidly as possible all .Army 
forces and resources now under his control except those which CINCPOA con¬ 
siders essential to the functioning development or defense of the POA or 
• to the success of operations v/hich the Joint Chief of Staff have directed 
CINCPOA to conduct. The resources to be released would include depots and 
supply systems and similar logistic activities. (C) CINCS7/PA release to the 
operational control of CINCFAC All naval forces and resources except those 
v/hich CINCS’/PA considers essential to the functioning development or defense 
of the SWPA or to the success of operations wh ch the JCS have directed ±n 
CIFCSWPA to conduct. (D) CINCSY/PA and CINCPCA retain their coordinating authority 
over logistic matters within their respective areas but each commander assume 
as raoidly as practicable full logistic responsibility for the forces of his 
ovm service. (S) Within the POA the existing Army and Navy responsibilities 
for joint logistic support of positions in the MARSHALLS CAROLINES PARI All AS 
and RYUKYUF continue in effect until changed by mutual agreement. (?) .\nny 
combat units in the garrisons of island positions in the ARSHALLS CAROLIN IS 
and MARIANAS to be relieved as soon as practicable by corresponding units 
of the naval service and released to CINCAFPAC. (G) OJNCAFPACand CINCPAC 
will each establish as soon as possible the necessary command organizations 
for planning and conducting the phases of the invasion of J 'PAM for which 
they are responsible. 
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17 0245 DEPCCYAF 20 TO CCTF7DARSA Info CT ;c?QA. D 3 ?gp yj& 20ADMIN . 







1723. Over 5000 members of 53th 'Ting arrived destination without tentage, 
other field equioment ortransnortation. Request every effort be made to 
expedite movement of cargo vessels CAPE SAUNDERS, 'CAPS SANDY, CHARLES IS 
SMITH, 'ILLL'il HANKINS in this and other theaters. 

17 0557 cii:c:ca ;.?v to cc nn/it.c; y.d.'. Y:: .T ,vr i.c:iYisiY’sr.s'G99.2.CC' as!iA:j~OA . 

~ f.SC .1 ' '■D gHKE CO '"'17ATliARBinWING.C7~ 'CFNAN-. 

CCM/ESCARSUBAREA 3ITFC CO?-G : i:.LgPQA(Ab!.rPT). Gifi\IRF 1f FA\C . 

Para l^Additional fighter strength must be established ashore on OKINAWA 
and IS SHUIA'as soon as iracticable^T Review of information available indi¬ 
cates following status units concerned x (a) Flight echelons PAG 22 less 
VYF 314 at BNGEBI. V7.IF 314 enroute GUAM in THETIS BAY ETA 25 April. Ground 
echelon now loading in MARSHALLS. (B) 313 Fighter Group (1H P-4711) ready 
at SAIFAN ground echelon afloat ULITHI in KUM0H3 (AK 221) and mership S 
HALL YOUNG. (C) 1 Night Fighter (F-6l) Squadron now in MARIANAS available 
if recuired. (D) 413th Fighter Group (100 P-47N) ready MARIANAS 1 May. (E) 
507th Fighter group (96 P-47N) ready MARCELS 10 May. (F) Units of MAG 13. 
now at FELBLIU. VMF 111, VMF 155 in MARSHALLS. VMF 225 at GUAM can be made . 
available for emergency forward movement ij/ieeded before any of the above 
become available. Para 2.£A11 addressees take such action as practicable 
to expedite and facilitate increase in shore based fighter strength RYUKYUS 
including forward movement ground echelons subject to necessary coordination 
of arrival dates at OKINA'JA// 


(F 1 1) 17 0647 CINCBPF to CINCFAC Info C0H5TFFFLT . Part 1 my 170653. If BPF is to provide 

anything more than a small force for the operation outlined in Corainch 
131644 (not to Com5th?3.t) TF 57 will be obliged to withdraw from ICEBERG 
on conclusion of the nresent series of strikes. (2). The period at LEYTE 
between the return of TF 57 and the mounting of the new operation (esti¬ 
mated at about 3 weeks) would be employed in replenishment and in planning 
and nracticing for the new oneration. ( 3 ) This new operation cuts directly 
(Part 2) 17 0653 into the ->eriod planned for the major replenishment of the fleet (Part 2) as 

projected in niy 020115 April. (4) It will be appreciated that our lack of 
shore facilities in the forward area makes long distance logistic planning 
necessary and consequently some reduction in operational availability will 
inevitably result if such elans are seriously upset. 


17 0654 DEPOCTAF 20 to CINC^OA ADV INFO ISCON TINT AN. CO ~F .’PARBA.CO: IG3N3N1CCM21 . 
DSnCP'AF 20 AP1IN, 


1732. ^ara 1. Request authority to base the 439 Very Heavy Bombardment Group 
and the 369 Service Group Special on North Field TINIAN on or about 1 July. 
Para 2. Sufficient available narking areas exist to accommodate, this group/ 
Para 3« Only the minimum necessary housekeeping facilities need to be con¬ 
structed for these 2 units. Para 4. Unless the above request is approved, 
existing additional airdrome completion, schedules will not permit the em¬ 
ployment of this very long range group until approximately 15 September. 

Para 5. Recommend comments of info addees be secured. 
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17 0725 Cl LC AFTCFllC TO CT199 . ; ;.C f T99^ TTFC CIRC "0 A DOTH .CTG99.2. 3RD -nlDGORTS. 
ccLJDLRg.co^ cntliCrilr) .ccr yin flt j ircorps . caiHiiBs lic . cl -r, TN-gmwe . 

go"gg-ru^gnv7:?rAg.gc7 THFLT.:•;tat,. ttginirrltr.tng 4 . * ’ 

Following units reporting for duty. HedRon 62. HedRon 12. SeRon 12. Han- 
Fit Rons 115, 211, 213. HedRon 14, SeRon 14. HarFitRons 212, 222, 223. 

.-RVTTIT? ! T ’OR 533 and HarScoBomRon 331» Reference Cincooa Adv Hq 122310 
not to or needed by all. Readiness date at mounting point in PHILIPPINES 
1 June. 


17 1155 CIFCTCA ADV TO CF'C V, TAG CCVR PLA A.CC~IL,N5'-i—T. 10 TORI: 13T1IAF . 

CINCSWPA serial 111.96 date timed 170910. Best info here indicates attacks 
on our forces OKINAWA area are using SHINCHIKU TAIHOKU GIRAN and KARENKO 
airfields. Rear bases believed TAICIIU and SH0E02AN near TAKAD. SHINCHIKU 
believed most orominent. TUSUI •'robably used for seaplanes shuttling to 
All AMI 0 SHUIA. 


. 17 1310 ji: t ct . .rv to cafr;!. . 


Request j'-our comments on DepCora 20 AF 170654 with due regard to future re¬ 
quirements Fleet Aii’ Wing IB and 2 VLR Wings plus 1 extra VLR Group already 
planned to be based TITIAN. 

IS 0005 CC/1GENBL.1C ,M 21 to COMAF 20 Info DEPCtMA? 20.D3PC1IAF 20UTAHN.GONGEITPO A. 

CIRCS.IR. Jirc .A .117 . 

AIPLN 1116. ReRad HR 16S1 from DepComAF 20 DTG 150748 April, which quotes 
their letter to Cincpoa Adv subj: Requirements for VL ft units. In order to 
employ the largest possible number of MLR aircraft against Japanese Empire 
at earliest practicable date it is strongly recommended that favorable 
consideration be given to proposal that 316 Wing be deployed into MARIANAS® 
In this connection the following comments are offeres. Para A. Present 
echeloning of air depot groups into LEGUMINOUS indicates that, based on 
experience in MARIANAS and considered probability of enemy action against 
LEGUMINOUS support of VLR operations by LX2JT.1N0US air depot should be¬ 
come available on approximately the following schedule shoving percentages 
of ultimate depot capabilities available by dates indicated: supply 5% 
and maintenance Q% by 1 August 45, supply and maintenance 0% by 1 
September 45, supply 60^ and maintenance 5m by 1 October 45, Supply 90, C T 
and maintenance 10% by 1 January 46,§nd supply 100% and maintenance $0% 
by 1 Feb 46 . In this connect" on it is desired to emphasize that air cargo 
shipments have been essential to su port of XXI BomCom operations. Unknown 
is planned schedule of air tonnage to be made availble for support 
LEGUMINOUS air depot, but it is obvious that diversions of air tonnage or 
any other form of logistical support from that presently allocated to 
ILRIANAS would have immediate and serious effect on SCI BonCom operations. 
Des">tie its present overload, it appears that GUAL Air Depot could sup¬ 
port 316 Ting operations effectively much earlier than could LEGUMUJCUB 
Air Depot. Appropriate augmentation of GUAM Air Depot of course would be 
required at earliest practicable date. Par- B. Other major problems inci¬ 
dent to deploying 316 Ling in TATIANAS Appear to be 1st, operating area, 

2nd, port capacity, and 3rd, AGF service troop availability. Ly staff 
engineer is no.: at LIRP collaborating with Hale's st ff engineer in detailed 
surbey to deter tine work required to revide minimum operationali£acilities 
by 1 Aug 45, for additional VLR wing at North Field LIRP. .ntici • ue 
being able to furnish ir ou with additional com verts about 21 April. 
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IS 0301 COHSSRVPAC TO Gi:TJ. QA ADV INFO CTTO. CO!,INCH . 

Planning for LONIBTCM completed in accord CINCPOA ser 0005023. Cincpoa Pearl 
informed. If target date of 20 Aug is to be net firm orders for base units 
and maintenance shipments roust be submitted not later than 1 May. Request 
instructions. Spdltr recommendation for naval base comaands follows. 

is 0653 cincpoa adv to oipcpq-a waapl. 


Request special notice be taken of subparagraph A3 of JCS 032141 of 
v;hich last sentence authorises and directs assembler of necessary social 
equipment. Since LONGTOli and OLYMPIC are alternates and canstruction and 
other special.equipment is of sane character desire procurement be initi¬ 
ated v/ithout delay. 


18 0720 Gfq:v,.. tc cincpca ;dv . 

1765. I have been directed to initiate the follov/ing action.”A. Transfer 
the 503th Fighter Group (in HAWAII) from the 20th .1? to AAFPOA. B. Transfer 
the 15th Fighter group (in WORKMAN) from the 7th AF to the 20th AF. C. 
Transfer the 21st Fighter Group (in VORKHAI-T) from the 7th AF to the 20th 
AF. D. Transfer the 7th Fighter Command to the 20th AF as a means of direct 
control of the Fighter Groups operating with the 20th AF. "This would 
result in 6 fighter groups now present or 

scheduled to arrive in this theater and a headquarters fighter command 
being assigned to the 20th AF. Your concurrence is requested. 


IS 0800 c, LG ,;;21st::o;-CC : TC 2 .;. 0 . I 20th AM Info C.H20thAN. CINCPOA ADy.CQi-EWDAREA 

dwc. ;F20.^:x? . 

AIFUN 1166. Proposal to base 439th Bomb Group and 369 th Air Serv Group 
on North Field TINIAN on or about 1 July 45 contained in your TopSec Hsg 
1732 dated 170654 Aoril to Cine >oa Advon apparently assumes 439th Group 
vd.ll be attached to this command and temporarily conduct combat operations 
from TINIAN pending mounting for .movement to forward area about 1 Sept., 
and further envisions provision of only minimum necessary housekeeping 
facilities during this period. Unless complete physical faciJLities and 
normal logistical support are provided for these units at TINIAN I cannot 
concur. If adequate facilities and support can be provided, I strongly 
urge permanent assignment of 439th Groups and other elements of 316th Wing 
to this command as proposed in your Hsg 1631 date time group 150743 .April 
to Con20th AF and my msg to Com 20th AF AIPLN 1116 date time group 130005 
which U’oposal if approved would assure earliest effective employment of 
subject units against the enemy. 






18 1010 GHQ SWPA to CINCPOA 137 INFO C OF £ A,AD. CQXNCII.CC^THFLT.CIUC PQA MARL. 
CA If: CA. 


CX 14288 . The proposals contained in your 160250 based upon the conference 
betv/een our representatives recently held at your .Adv Kdqtrs, have ny 
concurrence. It is considered that this agreement is the first stem in 
execution of the JCS directive to place all Army and all Navy reqources 
in the Pacific under their respective con .anders. If and '. hen the JCS 
issue a difinitive directive for an attack upon the Japanese homeland 


it will be necessary for CINCAEPAC to have greater control of Array re¬ 
sources in the Pacific than is now suggested by you. It is antici >atcd that 
this .matter will be the subject of continued conference and adjustment and 
that mutually satisfactory agreements rail oe reached from time to 

-Continued- ■ u ’M 













IS 1010 GSQ S PA TO OIITG l A A 7 .MM .TO ?l_: I A (CGIIT'D) 

required for full compliance with the JCS directive. Orders are being 
issued for the Com7thFlt to re >ort to you for administrative command. At 
any tine you '..111 give your concurrence I am prepared to ass to you full 
control of the 7th Fit as suggested through niy representatives at GUAM. 

iS 1432 COMIHCH & CFG TO CffRIAVGROUP CHINA EIFO CC. HTUSFOMGES CHINA.CINCFAC DOTH. 

CIII CF GIF.- ,U . 

R e port to CoraGon US Forces CHINA The -ter for duty* JCS JARX 64424 of 6 
April refers. Missions and tasks assigned by Cominch remain effective 
under principles of unified command for US joint operations (JCS 2&3/2/D 
of 20 April 1943) and are reviewed in borad outline as follows: (A) Explore 
and exploit and 'repare for use all means available in the FAR EAST that 
might be of value to the US Fleet and develop maximum Chinese cooperation 
of present and future value to US Fleet. (3) Take charge of the American 
participation in the SACO Agreement ( and in accordance with such modi¬ 
fications thereto as may be made) and cooperate with the responsible 
Chinese authorities in activities directed against the Japanese. (C) Es¬ 
tablish and conduct in support of the US Fleet communication intelligence, 

D/F net, weather net and coastal reconnaissance and intelligence services. 

(D) Render all possible assistance to US Army ground and air forces. Par¬ 
ticularly in connection with mining. Photo reconnaissance and air ground 
aid. Para. Agreement to supplement SACO Agreement being processed for sep¬ 
arate message. Para. Byerley reiort in person and advise General TaI LI . 

Miles report by dispatch and in person on arrival. Cincpac deliver to 

13 1516 CTG 99.2 to CG::5 T'F v ,T.CO: t GE:T.:2T.CTF51.I:!FO CC AATDAREA.CO:AIRPACSIPCOIIFORD. 

ci?;c,-m both . CC- xraaenc arair .tng. co: :airp ac . cc ai fi tt ic . co:. geiiaafpoa. 

Cincpoa Adv 170557 applies. Effective additional fighter strength practicable 
as follows. (A) Land ground echelons of MAG 22 and 313 Fighter Groups at 
IS SHIMA without delay. Fly in fli^it echelons these groups sirstripsIE 
SHEJA available. (B) Build up MAG 33 and 31 at maximum strength which^ur¬ 
gently requires prompt plane and Hot replacements and earliest possible 
landing remainder personnel and equipment these groups. Ho additional 
fighter strength can be effectively based and operated under present con¬ 
struction plans for YO’TAN and KADEHA Fields. These fields cantake in¬ 
creased fighter strength if all construction effort gives way to fighter 
employment. (C) Night fighter situation will be satisfactory if availability 
of F6F-5(N) is kept up by prompt replacement of losses and by earliest 
landing of remainder squadrons personnel and equipment now at sea. Believe 
this far preferable and earlier effective than employment (P6l) squadron* 

(D) Believe best employment units MAG 11, V’T 111, V" ? 155» VHF 225 as re¬ 
placements to keep MAG 31* 33? 22 up to strength. (E) Request 200 additional 
ground echelon personnel for each MAG 31 and 33 with tentage and bedding 
arrive earliest fairtrans to alleviate manpower shortage until all personnel 
these groups arrive. (F) Ho operable figniter stri ps in sight for employment 
413th and 507th Fighter Groups by availability dates. 
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is 2039 CTF 5S to CCS-STHlTff Info CTF 51. ComSlROD 10. CTGs of TF 5S . 

Your 130647. Do not desire to rotate TGs. Reduction of force in operat¬ 
ing area will cause concentration of enemy on remaining TGs with consequent 
probability of increased losses. Also materially reduces number of avail¬ 
able fighters. Frefer to retain entire TF in operating area until shore 
based air is ready to talce over and we are relieved of direct support rais- 
sionsx (A) Sufficient carriers and destroyers are available for only 3 
TGs. (B) RCT TG 5S.1 plus about 6 cripples of other TGs, TG 58.3,TG53.4. 

IS 2354 CIFCPOA ADV TO CgUSTAATBOA J!F0 CO:mrCH.CC:G3!?OA.Oa.iF..DiJffiA.Cd:G3I^3! . 
CIMCPOA F<]AHL. 


Your compliance with the orders issued by the .;ar Dept as quoted in your 
180720 is concurred in as a matter of Amy administration with the under¬ 
standing that all Army Fighter Groups deployed in the POA vriLll be under 
the operational control of CincPOA unless otherwise specifically directed 
by the Joint Chiefs of Staff. 

3.9 0025 CG 30LIC01I ZIJ to CGBOIt’.TNG 73.CGBO:L7G 313.CGBOIX.'G 314 Info CoriGGHBOLL.'G 58 . 

CT? 58. CTF 93. CTG 93.4. ClhC "OA -DV, X 'JJT A DC.’ICCT. XXI IA0 . 


STNZF-19-1 Subject daily bombing. For your information daily bombing 
of KYUSHU will be initiated and continued, weather permitting, until fur¬ 
ther notice. You will be advised each day of -proposed schedule for fol¬ 
lowing day including targets, force, bomb load, assembly areas. 
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is 2020 cc’T:g?i a cro to giro ic ..ny. girci,' go’7T?;?LA . 

It is ray intention to allocate units of the British Pacific Fleet to CINCSWPA 
for p6 operation. dNCSV/PAC CX 24221 of 17 April 1945 and ray 131644 refer. 
.After consultation action addressees are requested to reoort units required 
and dates desired. 


19 0056 CO'TTHFLT TO CCWJHCH & CNQ INTO GH SIVPA. C01SBRV AC. CIITCPAC BOTH. BASS SKIP 

CTP 72 . 

Your 072006. Present plans indicate LUZON will becoue largest staging nounting 
area in S/PA. This v/ill entail large concentration of assault and cargo 
shipping with attendant requirement for supplies and voyage repairs. Base 
at SUBIC BAY should be expanded to irovide increased repair and supply 
facilities in central LUZON. Components offered ay 130530 are at the ex¬ 
pense of the SA' IAR base and were :na.de available in order to expedite the 
construction of vitally needed bases in the BYUKYUS. However units not ur¬ 
gently required in the 3YUKYUS together with a proportionate number of con¬ 
striction battalions thus released should be diverted to SUBIC to meet 
requirements in central LUZON. Cincpac 170532 refers. 

0222 CrrCFOA ADY TO CII.'CS'fPA INFO SACS J ICO CrZN CHINA. COllHCH & CNQ . 

I concur in the proposal of SACS BA 100625 that the proposed inter-theater 
meteorological conference be held in 'Washington rather than Manila* 

W 
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19 0359 CIMCPOA PSARL TC GO' iSEiiVPAC. CCTGBNPOA IIIFO CIPCPOA ADV . 


Initiate procurement and assembly construction and other special equipment 
for LQMGTOM based on planned target date of 20 Aug 1945 ELD. JCS 032141 
not needed by all refers. This is not intended to indicate that LOHGTOM 
as an operation has been approved. 

19 0641 CIMCPOA APV TO CC3ID-ICH INFO CINCPOA TLUL. CaMESKFOA. CD’CSYfPA . 

Since OLYMPIC and LONGTCH are alternates and since it is logical to as¬ 
sume that the latter will be the least effort to be undertaken in the second 
half of 1945 re quest the concurrence of the JCS in proceeding immediately 
to assemble in the FOA all supplies and make all preparations v/hich are 
common to both operations. Such formal concurrence trill facilitate proces¬ 
sing and support of requisitions and projects in both Y7ar and Nay/ Depts. 

The dispatch concurrence ofCINCSWPA is requested with respect to .Amy 
projects and resources. 


1 


19 0639 CI3CBFF to VAQ. F0KA2 A. BS 1. AO 1. RAFT. 

.alternative employments for the fleet in the immediate future are under 
consideration as follows: (A) Continuation of ICEBERG as at -resent planned. 
(B) Withdrawal from ICEBERG and engagement in a different operation with 
target date of leaving LEYTE approximately 15 May. Para 2. Plans and action 
to carry out intermediate replenishment of the fleet now .ara LA above 
are to continue. I'y 060600 refers. Para 3» At the same time plans are to 
be made for filling up the fleet as far as possible at LEYTE before 15 ’-fey 
to meet the requirement of IB above (these plans should not be put into 
effect unless a signal from CIHCBPF is received. Para 4. In the meanwhile 
any executive action such as sending forward additional ST: GUT should be 
rut in hand na: provided this does not rrejudice replenishment required 
for para LA above). 


19 1317 CQHIHCH & CEO TO CINCXA ADV I~3?C- COFS ALT. CINCS'./PA. CC17THFLT . 

iy O 62 U 0 your 160250 MacArthurs 1S1010. I am in full agreement that con¬ 
trol of those 7th Fit elements required for the defense of S'.TPA or for 
rarticipation in' operations conducted by MacArthur cannot mass to you, 
especially as you have been given no responsibility for the conduct of 
these ooerations and have not rartieirated in raking decisions and rlans 
thereon. Para 2. Further it should be pointed out that naval units in Sr7PA 
other than U.S. (except BPF) rare passed by the Allied Governments concerned 
to CINCSW and by him to Corn'll lr eri. avForces,S.V A. who is Iso Com7th?lt. 
The command of tl-ese allied naval units could not be passed from acArthur 
except by the agreement of those concerned. 
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20 0344 oircrcA apt to ginco.;.iim. cc: inch. c. 7thflt . 


Para 1. The prompt concurrence of pour CX 14283 DTG 181010 is appreciated 
and I share pour belief that mutually satisfactory agreements will be 
reached as they become necessary. i do not desire to assume direct control 
and responsibility for naval forces involved in the amphibious ohases of 
the operations directed to be conducted by CIPCSS/PA because: (A) I believe 
unity of command is essential in amphibiousooerations and in the develop¬ 
ment and defense of newly captured positions. (B) There exist the complica¬ 
tions that, the Australian naval forces are assigned to you and that the 
British naval j-orces 'which may participate must be coordinated by your 
Comer. Allied Haval Forces SiVPA. Para 2. At such tine as any screening 
vessels of the types in which we are sustaining losses can be spared from 
your operations for employment in ICEBERG. I would appreciate their release. 

20 0835 CIIIC FAC ADV TO ALL FUG OFFICERS TACFLT INFO COKIHCK . 

CDJCPAC RECEMTLY KCT3D FROM A TASK UNIT Cai/AIDER A RA U3ST FOR PERMISSION 
if opportunity occurred to divert a Japanese hospital ship to port for 
visit and search. For guidance of all hands Cincpac policy is to avoid 
any .interference with enemy hospital ships unless there is Prina Facie 
evidence of flagrant violation of international convention and then only 
if time and circumstances are such that directions by dispatch are infeasible. 
It is to our distinct advantage that no excuse whatever be given the enemy 
for retaliatory acts against our own hospital ships. 

20 0920 V/EDSMSYSR TO CIHCPOA ADV . ° 

CFB 36005. Regarding your unnumbered top secret from CIMCP0A .ADV dated 15 
April following is repeat and additional information: AVIA ’.'AIIU arrived in o 
S .ICON (no date) flying a white cross flag and had on board 400 wounded and 
537 seriously wounded. Following military cargo reported to have been un¬ 
loaded. 1700 motors in cases, 12 sedan cars, 30 machine guns, 30 tanks, 30 
trucks and some medical supplies. AAA hAHU left SAIGON February 28. Above 
report dated 1 March. Following is additional information dated 2 March: 
Reports say included in 1700 cases of motors were 45 aircraft engines and 
also 5000 tons of munitions were unloaded which included 300 torpedoes or 
LADYK bombs. Believed still on board at the time were additional : aterials 
however no further information has been reported. All above information 
was checked and confirmed by informers in service of French Army, Navy and 
Police. No information available on any cargo loaded. 


* 
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20 063 5Z DEPCOMAF 20 POA to CINCPOA ADV 

TOP SECRET X NBR 1812 . For clarification my 1765 date time group 
180720Z signed ComGenAAFPOA was not intended to imply directive 
from War Department as indicated in your 182354Z. Directive 
originated from ComAF 20. In view of above does your 182354Z 
still apply. 

20 2253 CINCPOA ADV to COMGENAAFPOA, D5>COM 20TH AF info COMINCH 

TOP SECRET . Your 200635. The concurrence of my 182354 in ComGen 
AAFPOA 180720 was premised on the assumption that the order quoted 
were issued by competent authority. If such is not the case the 
concurrence is withdrawn. If there is any doubt in the matter 
request ComGenAAFPOA clarify through Army channels and advise me. 

21 0213 CINCPAC ADV to CINCAFPAC info CINCPAC PEARL HQ 

TOP SECRET . To facilitate preliminary planning for OLYMPIC request 
you indicate basis you prefer as to numbers and mounting areas for 
divisions in assault and follow up. Pending reply will work here 
except for mounting areas on basis JWPC 235/4 and JLC 190/1 which 
are in agreement but using data as available in ASF-P-SL-11 of 18 
December 1944 which is based on same totals but with 9 divisions in 
assault and 4 in D plus 15 follow up. 

21 0217 CINCPOA ADV to COMGENAAFPOA 

TOP SECRET. Request your comment and recommendations answering 
JCS 1190/7 of 27 March and WARX 69495 DTG 181434. 

21 0700 1852 TOP SECRET . Reference ” T ARX 69495 conversion of B24 groups. 

Para 2 of the 3 B24 groups and their service organizations assigned 
to Central Pacific are committed to ICEBERG operation. Without 
interfering with that operation the following contribution could be 
made from units and personnel in AAFPOA. Para A. No lead crews 
available. 2 potential very heavy bomb group commanders. 6 squadron 
commanders of whom 4 are actual and 2 potential. 4 actual squadron 
operations officers and 1 actual group operations officer. Para B. 
The 30th bomb group now stationed in Hawaii could be converted and 
could supply the enlisted specialists listed for 1 group. Para C. 

No specialists available from Depot groups. Para D. If the 30th 
bomb group is selected for conversion its associated 71st service 
group could supply the enlisted specialists for 1 service group. 
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23 0147 cccc-i'X.;, tc ::i ac . ■ji. i ~c aim :.c ady. j:l? e. cgcpbc . 

RJ 60135. Operational project for LONGTOM is subject/ Ur Ad 190359 April 
directed initiation of procurement and assembly of equipment to meet 20 
August target date. In order for this headquarters to properly meet 
the supply requirements for such a date project CP-42 and" 67 should be 
approved by '.Tar Dept and approved bill of materials and requisitions be 
at the port by 1 May. Para. All possible preliminary action has been 
initiated at this Hdqtrs. Following additional actions are required if 
target date is to be met: 1. Early concurrence by Cincpac in projects 
CP-42 and 67 in order that they may be forwarded to the Tar Dept. These 
projects were delivered to Cine ac on 10 April. Para. 2. Early approval 
of the operation by JCS. The Jar Dept has consistently refused to approve 
projects for operations which do not have JCS approval. 

23 1322 C0I.7TUPLT TO CINCPAC .ADV . 

Your 230156. My reply to General T.IacArthur contained in my 210735 was as 
was as follows "Your 200740 cite C 1/412. Consider 06 operation feasible 
without support of BPF. No units that fleet are required. Recommend 
Cincpac and Cominch be so informed. Cominch CN0 182020." 

23 2303 ire 'AC DV TO AA JTJCI-it 



On receipt your 182020 I send juery to CINCSWPA requesting his views. 

He in turn directed Coa7thFlt to answer. L r y 230156 requested advice from 
Kinkaid without delay. His answer contained in his 231322 'which I am 
separately passing to you. .Till CTF 57 continue to be assigned to opera¬ 
tions with U.S. Pacific Fleet. Request early advice as they can be used 
advantageously. 

24 0223 CQMSEaVPAC (APO) TO CIUCPQA BOTH INFO CG ISSSSSAFRCN( PETPOGLPACCST) .AIJPB. 

COMG'.-JIFOA. C0~JF ,DAISA .CO MGEN3CtCCM 21 .COIISERVRQK 10, SQ.&dN.VAFPOA. CQM1ATSPAC 

C0HS0PAC. CM J .ARGILS. CONGLTTTCDDV.ATG.CTF 51. COM IT, . 

ANPB 211752 not to all or needed indicates maximum possible bull: petro¬ 
leum deliveries to PDA in May and June considerably below requireiments. 

Tliis will result in critically law inventories during latter -art of June. 

Cn 1 July in entire P0A estimate v/ill have on hand 27 days supply of 
diesel and 15 days surely each of MoGas and AvGas. 

24 0600 CU'CAFPAC TO CINCPAC ADV INFO C OF S 'w'AAPEAT FOR JCS . 

CX 14702. To implement further the provisions of paragraphs 5 and 6 JCS 
directive 032140, April 1945, radio dispatch concurrence is requested in 
the following proposal: Para. That Cincpac release to CliTCAFPAC operational 
control of Headquarters Army Forces, Pacific Ocean Areas, effective 1 May 
1945. Para. To meet your requirements for the execution of the mission 
assigned to you by JCS to defend the HAWAIIAN ISLANDS, the ComGen, Cemac 
Base Command, Tilth the Army forces which you have ireviously approved as 
essential to the defense of HANAII, would report to you for operational 
control. He ’./ill act as Task Force Commander for the execution of your 
orders governing the defense of HAM AH. Para. This proposed action '-.ill 
not change existing Joint Logistical Procedures in the PC 1 A, nor will it 
affect Cincpac 1 s operational control of other Army forces at iresent al¬ 
located to hint, Para. This action is fundamental and is an essential 
B i. g p r wwmmi i . 4i 8r i . i wra prerequisite to the execution of JCo 1259/4. 


309fi 












24 0333 ciiJGPAG to xeiitci: . 

PAHA 1. 1700Z,0 and 122310. Ground reconnaissance of IE SHIMA and of all 

but enemy held portion of OIGQ .V. 'A has been completed, Sites have been lo¬ 
cated on CI2! V.... end IE SUS for the air bases heretofore olanned to be 
constructed on H SIIT OEZNA'TA and J.HYAKO. They are in such locations 
that construction troops equipment and supplies can be unloaded rapidly. 
Tentative sites have also been located for about 8 additional strips. 

Para 2. Only 4 sites are in enemy hands. Progress on the southern end 
of OKINA./A is very slow. Strong naval air and gunfire support will be 
needed until the Japanese defense force is destroyed. The only orospects 
of speeding up the operation lie in the use of the 3rd Amphibious Corps 
either to rotate with Amy Divisions in the existing line or to make an 
additional amphibious assault on the southern beaches. Para 3. Jith few 
exceptions all the amphibious forces and assault troops construction troops 
and service troops na: planned to be used in the capture development and 
defense of 'HY JCC can now be used more advantageously in speeding up the 
capture and development of GKThAh’A. So doing will give us a ’ larger air base 
capacity and sooner than would the MIYAIT) operation. Para 4. The concur¬ 
rence of the JCS is requested in the cancellation of the IYAKO Operation 
and the use on CUMA./A of all the resources heretofore intended for 24EXAKO. 
Para 5. The occupation of KIKAI and possibly TGKUNO (ICEBERG biases 3D 
and E) can be deferred until summer. The availability of 1 or more air 
bases for short range aircraft north of OKIIiAh’A will be necessary during 
OLYMPIC. Para 6. Because of other matters now pending which are affected 
by tills decision request earliest possible concurrence. All the foregoing 
ha3 been discussed with Spruance Turner Buckner and the senior Engineer 
Officers concerned and all are in concurrence. 

24 1319 CI1CPAC ADV 3? TC. GOTliIBGPAG. 


Direct Com3rdIhibPor initiate detailed planning amphibious chases opera¬ 
tion L0NGT01/I and assure troops -.:ill consist of a Field Army including 
the 5th Imphibious Corps. 

24 1501 caroicH & cno to glucyac adv. gct,.7thflt . 

In reaction to 0-6 operation I anticipate >robable attain t by operational 
heavy cruisers in SU'GAPORE JAVA area to return to Empire. Timely deploy¬ 
ment in SOUTH CHI' A SEA Area should be made to provide for this ressibility 
and to effect destruction before escape of Japanese units to FORMOSA Area. 
This can best be done by utilizing British Pacific Fleet in coordination 
with 7thFlt and shore based air in the PHI LI: .O and therefore under 
operational control of Kinkaid. Present operations of Gritish Pacific Fleet 
should be so adjusted as to Permit its operational availability either to 
the westward of LU Aj! or in BRUIIEI BAT Area by the date of 0-6 Operation. 
Para. 2. In the light of above desire further recommendations from addres¬ 
sees, Com7thFlt 231322 and Cincmac 232303 refers. 
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17 2101 cc: CRUDIV 1 to CRUPIV l.DSGDIV 113 Info COUNGH. GlI '3RDFLT .CO: 5THFLT■ GI"'G?AC 
amn:.m mw : , ...j,>j;r. ic.ca.s2LtviAC* 

This is ComCruDiv 1 (CTG 30.l) OpFlan 1-45. Task Organization: TG 30.1 
Surface Striking Force RAdm McCrea. Suuara A. CruDiv 1 plus any additional 
heavy units assigned. SubPara B. DesDiv 113 plus any additional destroyers 
assigned. Para 1. This elan based on CouOrdFlt CTF 30 OpPlan 2-45. Assump¬ 
tion: Enemy carrier TF is proceeding for diversionary operations in EASTERN 
PACIFIC A LEA and is unlocated. Own Forces: NorPac and HawSeaFron directed 
maintain barrier patrol along ISO Longitude from. ALEUTIANS to MIDWAY. 
VesSeaFron directed maintain search over sea approaches principal cities 
and installations 7/est Coast of U.S. Western Striking Force directed 
intercept and destroy retiring enemy raiding forces, TG 30.5 (Air Striking 
Group) of Mid-Pacific Striking Force will conduct air search for and at¬ 
tack enemy units. TG 30.9 vd.ll provide replenishment services for TF 30. 

Para 2. This roup vd.ll support air striking group and vd.Il attack enemy 
units with gunfire and torpedoes as directed. Para 3. SubPara A. Cruisers: 

At tael: enemy ith gunfire. Support destroyer attacks with junire. SubPara B: 
Destroyers: Attack eneny with unfire and torpedoes as directed. Sub -ara X: 
This oaeration designated FIREBREAK. This plan effective only when directed. 
Maintain maximum practicable readiness for extended operations pending 
placing this plan into effect. Rendezvous with units joining from other 
areas will be specified. CTF 30 cruising instructions and Battle :lan 
will be distribtrted at rendezvous. Para. 4. Provision ammunition and fuel 
to capacity arior departing ^resent base. Replacements available PEARL 
and West Coast norts. Fuel at sea vdth TG 30.9. Para 5. Communications 
CentCom 2 and PAC 71. Zone time OCT. CTG 30.1 in RICHMOND. 

25 0538 ( C 14736 ) M.ACARTHUR TO CINCPAC ADV . 

Reference is made to your 210213 GCT of 21 April 45. Planning here for 
OLYMPIC is based on an assault force of 3 Corps consisting of 9 Divisions 
plus 1 Airborne Division vdth a follow up of 1 Corps and 4 Divisions. A 
Marine Corps of 3 Divisions (presumably the 3rd,4th and 5th Marines) and 
corps troops to be in the assault. The 9th Corps consisting of the 31st, 
93th, 1 Div from BUNKH0USE and Corps Troops mounted from present locations 
(ACCUMULATION, MANHOLE and BUNKH0USE) will be in the follow up. The balance 
of the OLYMPIC Divisions to be mounted from EXCELSIOR vdth the Uth Airborne 
staging thru BUHKH0USE. 

26 0318 ADV ECH GHQ TO CIUCPAC/CIHCFOA BOTH . 

CX 14303* Reference to Cincpoa letter serial 0005513 of 13 Aoril 45 subject 
Naval Installations required for support of 1 Marine Amphibious Corps plus 
attachments if staged in the FHIIJkTINM ISLANDS. As a result of the recent 
conference held in GUAM between representatives oM this headquarters and 
Cincpoa Headquarters it is understood that only 1 Division from P0A will 
be staged in the PHI! :PINES (81st Div at LEYTE). Therefore the information 
requested by para 3 of referenced letter now appears unnecessary. Con¬ 
firmation of this understanding is requested. 

25 1339 CINC OA ADV TO CUICS’WPA . 

Your 250813 affirmative. Tentative plans involve rehabilitating 24th Corns 
and 1st IlarDiv at OHM WA. 6th MarDiv may nos3ibly be rehabilitated 0KQMWA 
otherwise at GUAK. 
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26 0229 cncruA adv to cucAFrAc iin-'o ccs-hick. cincpoa pearl. colige?j?oa . 

Para 1. Your CX 14702. Pursuant to the terns of executive order 9439 
issued by the Resident, ConGeniO A is designated as the Ati lit ary Commander 
for the Territory of HAWAII and lias responsibilities power and authority 
which Make it necessa -y that in tliis capacity Co’.iGenPQA continue in liis 
present relationship with CINCPOA, in view of CinCPOA responsibilities 
with respect to the HA. 7AHAN APlii. A copy of tliis Executive Order is being 
airmailed to you today. Para 2. The directive of the "3asic Logistical Plan 
for Command Areas Involving Joint Army and Navy Operations" signed by the 
Cljiof of Staff of the .Army and by Cominch C1I0 and issued to le by the latter 
under date of 6 ’larch 1943 has been fully complied with. Under that direc¬ 
tive Cincpoa was "charged vrith control of and full responsibility for nil 
logistical services within the area under his command" and it was directed 
that the logistical organization irovide for "wherever possible supplying 
items or services conuaon to both the Army and Navy by a single agency". 

The logistical organization within the POA established pursuant to the 
directive cited cannot be quickly changed without seriously impeding ^rep¬ 
arations for CLYLIPIC and other prescribed operations. Until the organiza¬ 
tion is changed extensively ComCenPOA will continue to have important lo¬ 
gistical responsibilities to CinCPG... Para 3« It is regretted that for the 
foregoing reasons I cannot concur in the proposal of your CX 14702. You 
are assured however that the continued responsibilities of ComGenPOA to 
CinCPOA will not be ^emitted by me to interfere unnecessarily with 
ComGenPOA 1 s responsibilities to CinCAFPAC. 


26 0504 CIKC-PA ADV TO CCIRiriBIFPAC. CINCPOA E ■HL. INFO CGAGIN TEH. COliCUSRDrlllBCOPlS 

• COr.5TH:-'LT.Ca^PAC.COM3TI-in?IBFCH.CG K,UAPJit.CC?wT)ECHIin :, ?..C.COcOi~-'ACEC!lI-’ EPAC 

cc 1 st ri id saw cat . 

ComC-enFICFFac ser 000253 April 20. Rehabilitation 3rdrhibCorps units will be 
as follows. (A) At LEGU!E1'I0US: 1st NarDiv and such attached units as previ¬ 
ously scheduled to rehabilitate KAUAI plus camp facilities for 2500 battle 
replacements. Corps Arty Hqtrs Btry (3rdPhibCorps). 4-155-17 gun 3ns, ’/HO 7. 

1st Sep Eng Eng Bn. Appropriate supply facilities for above. (3) AT SAIPAN: 

2nd ItarDiv reinforced. (C) AT GUAH: 3rd?hibCorps. Corps troops (less Corps 
troops listed in (..) and (B) above), oth LlarDiv reinforced. Para. CincPQA 
FEARL divert rear ech 1st HarDiv and other units now enroute KAUAI to 
L GUMINGUS by shipping in which Presently loaded if racticable. 1 yDis 150813 
modified accordingly. Para. Rear Ech 1 s of Corot Arty Hq Btry (3rd.'hibCorps) 
Corns Arty Bns, VM0 7 and 1st Sep Sng 13n should be moved to LEGUMINOUS trans¬ 
shipping at GU J! if necessary. Para. 5th NhibCorps will probably rehabilitate 
on target after next operation except tliat 1 JiarDiv of 5thPliibCorps my re¬ 
turn to T ARIA!IA. ; '. Requirements for'forward displacement of FMFPac units vd.ll 
• be .met without use o;’ ftILIPAIHES . CinCSVN a has been so informed. Para. 
Displacement of administrative headquarters 7/7 to area new assigned FIT 
troops at QUA about 1 July is authorized. Displacement of headquarters 
supply service 7 [7 not authorized at this time. Para. Above references not 
to all or needed. 
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CTF 57 to CCLgEHFLT EI/C XI .0 BOTH. C TF US.GE ICBPF.VAC ,) ,F0NAo(A).COXiIRBRIT ACFLT. 

25 0437 ccmath britc : ,ci d x:f. ' 

25 0437 

Unless otherwise ordered intend to roceed from LEYTE on'May 1st with TF 57 
as required for future duty in operation ICEBERG. Para 2. Consider TF 57 
can undertake a further >eriod of from 3 to 4 weeks operations on a cycle 
of 2 days of strikes and 2 days of replenishment. Unless otherwise ordered 
I will resume strikes on SAKISIIU A GUNTO starting May 4th after exercising 
new aircrews and topping off in I0S"UIT0 BAY 3rd, subsequently replenishing 
in area COOTIE. Para 3» Subse awnt operations of TF 57 are conditioned by 
logistical need at some ueriod to undertake a major replenishment at inter¬ 
mediate and real’ bases, and to allow time for intake of pilots to make 
good wastage. Para 4. Alternatives appear to be: (A) Return to LEYTE 
for 1 week on conclusion of operating ieriod given in Para 2. Top up and 
then continue operations for about 3 weeks. Thereafter carry out major 
replenishment being absent from operating area for a period which may amount 
to 2 months before all units are ready, as new .air squadrons will need 
training. (B) Carry out major replenishment on conclusion of operating 
period given in Para 2 being away from operating area approximately 5 
weeks. Para 5« I much prefer to aim for alternative (A) so as to give you 
all the assistance we can now in ooeration ICEBERG.- Please advise CIPC3PF 
which you prefer. 


25 0230 CCMGSN IQ to CCMAF 5 Info CUTCSUPA. Cu.iP.EA?. RAFPOA. CIPICPC., BCTH.CQiAJRPAC 

C0H5THFLT . 

After reconnaissance of OKINA./A SHINTO v/ith Capt. Painter I concur with 
radio report airdromes from ComGen 10 to Cincpac Adv dated 18 April, with 
info CinCSvTPA. A minimum of 22 runways can be ‘constructed with estimated 
average 75 of our standard hardstands on each. There will be enough engineer 
troops arrive here on present schedule to develop approximately 60 percent 
these airdromes for minimum operational use in next 6 months. Construction 
of airfields will require large part of available effort* Location of 
viany fields have been selected to meet their minimum requirements. This 
island has all requirements for a major air base. More engineer troops 
are required for any major expansion program. Am returning with full re¬ 
port. 

25 1631 CCHINCH fc CNO TO CINCPAC ADV. 

Your 240838 . The Joint Chiefs of Staff concur in procedure recommended 
by the reference whereby forces and resources presently set up for MJYAKD 
are diverted to 0HNAV/A. 1 YYAK0 operation^ should be deferred rather than 
cancelled as it may be found advantageous to conduct it at a later date. 

26 0115 Cl:JOPPA ADV TO CGIQ.C0H5TKFLT.C0M511I2HI3?0R.CQL.’‘Xl?AC.C0i.riIIBGPAC.CQ JGEMPOA . 

CGFi!■*}-'AC.CCMGEIIAAFP0.>,C1 ISBRV"AC T.&C OOHSiPAC.COIll./DAlga.Cm ~93 %.CN0~ 

cc; inch. co’.aic.iPAC.k.; tccnr-s. cosups' m a 1 ? ac , ciuc af-■ ac . coj7Ti iflt. cc. xidplt 

CG.’lRl-AIF?AC.CG24THC0RFS.CG3RD-l?I3CC li S.CINC- 0A PEARL. CCSThOHIBCC'•.\>.CUM- 

J-IgBCa? 2.ADC0V INC- .C.CC 'GEi: . N XU ECU . 

Cancel MyDis 122310, 160745 and 210042. Latter 2 dispatches not to all. 

Phase III-C ICEBERG will be deferred indefinitely. The JCS have concurred in 
the diversion of the resources heretofore intended for ADJUTANT to establish 
additional facilities on LEGUMINOUS, .dditional instructions including re¬ 
vised Joint Staff Study and base development directive to accomplish -'hove 
will be issued by CinCPOA. Existing studies and directives concerning ( base 
III-D and III-E remain in effect. o 1 UU 



















26 °7 ; + 2 Cr T SPOA ADV TO C OF S USARUT B^O Gi;:CS7."A.CG,WX-A.D3rGaL20.CG21BG::GL r.C; T 0. 
oata::,! A' , r. ■ :c; . ' ' “ 

E°ur AARX 69495 DTG 131435 April, The current requirements of CIHCFQA for 
heavy bombers are (A) 1 3-24 Group based in MARIANAS whose mission will be 
the continu d neutralization of byoassed eneny air installations within 
range. This Group may be at half strength. (3) 2 groups of B-24s based on 
OKEKAh'A . Since 2 groups are echeloned in to OKINAWA and vdll be at the 
peak oi their operation during the months of September and October it is 
not considered feasible to disrupt their operation through conversion nor 
to vdthdraw specialists from them as their readiness and combat efficiency- 
must be mintained. 

26 1345 cinci-’AC Apy to coinon info cures;,-,-;., cisthflt . 

Have conferred with Com7tlo?lt who states with CEICSl/PA* s concurrence that 
the BRUT3I BAY operation can be cai’ried on without the assistance of the 
EPF but British Carrier Force could be used to advantage in striking nir*- 
fields in S.l BORNEO# Para# /ith reference to your 241501 it is now indi¬ 
cated that HAGURO is only enemy cruiser operational in JAVA SINGAPORE region. 
Submarines and shore based air should be adequate to prevent her escape# 

Kinkaid concurs in this view. I consider that the greatest contribution 
of the British Carrier Force to the war against JAPAN in the near future 
■dll be in continued participation in ICEBERG at least until additional 
airfields are activated in BJSSH IE SHEiA about 5 Hay and recommend that TF 
57 and TF 112 continue under the operational control of CinCPAC until that 
time. In view of current situation early advice is requested# 

^ 26 1442 GKQ S .PA (HACARTHUR) TO CINCPAC ADV Hi . 

C 14931* This is top secret. Reference your 251337 of 26 April. Phrase 
in question might better be expressed as 1 Corps of 3 Divisions plus 1 
Divisions in Army Reserve. 

(INFO) 

26 1340 CCIRNCH L CMP TO CIRCPRC ADV .‘ED 111L./CHI A? i F STAFF A IT . 

Reference JCS 521/13 which is approved for planning to 31 December 1945# 

Para. Redeployment from EURO Hi! incident to VE Day vdll re uire employment 
in ATLANTIC of approximately 1/2 troop ships now in PACIFIC. Para. It 
vdll probably be necessary to assist in the redeployment in PACIFIC by 
utilizing combatant types as well as APA, \£A and other amphibious craft 
whenever an; can be made available without detriment to operations or the 
build up for approved operations. Comment on advisability setting up a TF 
to ->lan and direct this. Redeployment points aarticularly to OLYUgLC 
and CORONET but plans must for the present consider that L01IGT0M or other 
encircling operations may take place. 
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26 0313 co V-y ■ tab tc a : iafl olac. ..c .JY.cc.:-jTH- lt.oo ai ac.ctg 99 . 1 . ctc- 99.2 

era 99.3. ct? 51 , f- _ 3 a.-Kipg ... .. cLrgjb 24 m co.. 0 .'. 

Assembling 77th Div on CICCIJATA after which it replaces 96 th Div latter to 
rear area xor rest. Plan following to complete I’base 1 (decision re: Phase 
3C .Till have bearing). remove 27th Div to northern areas employ 3rdPhibCorps 
on right ox 24th Corps using initially 1st KarDiv. Later as* 27th Div takes 
over responsibilities 6 th liarDiv release latter to 3rdPhibCorps. Details 
later when announcement re Phase 3C enables firm planning. 

26 2227 COP.. .. TO CI'TCPAC ADV IT3C CIRCS',7PA. C0k7TI!PU.CDICBfF BAD . 

In view your 261345 HPF '.fill not participate in BRUhH operation and will 
continue under your operational control until further directive is issued. 
Para, ith regard to CTF 57 250437 desire ii if or: nation as to localities for 
accomplishment of major replenishment referred to. 

27 0014 CIIICPO.l AD7 TO CQAAFPGA I?.'F0 OTIC-Ok . T^fL.L •CCI TIKI/JI.CC F.JDARLA.IqCOH I.;( 

30 'COP 21. 

Your 2o0644. The emplo;anent of the 41 Photo Recon Sqdn in the forward area 
for staging thru 160 JIHA is approved. An Ariry field on TIRIAN will be used 
as a base instead of depot field. GUAM. This does not preclude the employment 
this unit in LONGTCSi. 

27 0334 Cl PC PO.i ADV TC CGRG.r Of ITFC CI3CPCA hlAAL . 




j 
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The directive of JCS 03ZU.il of April 1945 confines LOMGTGii objectives to 
the eastern portion of SII1GLJTREE (IHMGP0 PilBlOULA) and indicates the' 
desirability of confining objectives to EIPRCtIPTU (CHUGAN A3CHIPj5LA00)« 
The estimated operationsl requirements in your serial 000163 of 10 April 
are based on a more comprehensive concept and consequently exceed the re¬ 
quirements for the LGHGTGP operation as it is being planned. Ho., ever in 
view of the necessity for initiating preparations for OLYMPIC which will 
have much ,greate^fequirements your serial 00163 is concurred in for pro¬ 
curement planning. 


3I' : 0."CA ADV PC C, 3 1 "V J. A 333 94. CTQ 50.6 . 

Your 251507. In the present strategic situation it is necessary that the 
fast carriers and following them the escort carriers be released as soon 
as possible from their present employment in protecting and covering OKIITAiA 
in order that they may be returned to port and prepared for further offensive 
iracranriTima employment x accordingly it is depired that the fighter strength 
on shore in the RYUKYUS be built up as rapidly as possible and that there 
be established also a sufficient number of search aircraft of types suitable 
for offensive reconnaissance in the vicinity of JAPAN. Subject to the fore¬ 
going and without interference there with it is desired that the aircraft 
available to us he used to inflict damage on the enemy and particularly 
on his shipping. Any suitable squadrons in TF 94 are avail ble to you on 
request which should be ade far enough in advance to minimize disruption 
of his arrangements. 




27 0433 Gr r CP0A ADV TO CO 3..D- tSA.CC .S.RCU IP.INFO .JC-, UUTHI.ISC&: S..I Ah. ISCCN 

TINIAN. ISCOM GUALI.CC]37ESCAR3UBA3JSA.ISCG! I/O. -DC I..0. CTF 9?. 


Indications of impending Jao air attacks on bases in AJU..V AS and ..ASTARM 
.CAROLINES POSSIBLY FROM TRUK OR ARCUS. TAKE APPROPRIATE FRiSCAUTIQNAHT 
].:2..l aLS. Believe Japs are moving planes from Empire to TRUK via 
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2 $ 0613 coucg 3 -:aaf: : ca to cuciqa adv lfo g ;:.f 7. cc: ^ . :j$. or 


205?. Para 1» four 260742 and 2bG'i*41 Gpril refer. The current requirements 
of Cincpoa for heavy bombers in the ILkil/JTAS and OKHTAWA, Coupled With 
previously announced requirement for heavy bo-ibers for air strikes in 
defense of HAJAH, nullify availability of specialist personnel for con¬ 
version of 3—24 groups. Para 2, Fully concur in non—feqsibility of withdraw¬ 
ing 5 ecialists iron 2 groups of 13-24s committed to OKUTAJA. The 1 remain¬ 
ing eavy bo::iber group is the 30 BombGroup which must now be utilised to 
meet your heavy bonder requirement in both HE/AU end the MARIANAS by 
maintaining 2 squadrons in each area. Para 3« "fith the view of maintaining 
combat efficiency of 30 Bomb C-roup .and not imparing availability of 2 
squadrons required in MARIANAS area, recommend disregarding my 210700 April 
and accepting this recomputed negative report in lieu thereof. 


23 1045 ..•vCAirniu?. to ciitc.-rc adv. 


G 15045. War Department has informed me that it has received request from 
Cincpac for information for planning purposes concerning availability of 
freight supply vessels coining from current production and availability of 
freight supply vessels now assigned to CINCAFI'AC and directs quote in ac¬ 
cordance with current JCS policy desire you coordinate this matter with 
CINCPAC direct and advise Jar Department of final action taken. Unquote, 

29 0830 CINCPAC ADV TO COiGNCH & CNO INFO CINCPOA PEARL , 

Your 261340, Assume that only AP will be employed in the ATLANTIC and that 
employment of combatant types to move troops in the PACIFIC will be on a 
"not to interfere with operations or fighting efficiency" bases. Recommend 
that planning and operational control of assault shipping for redeployment 
of troops be a function of the Commander Amphibious forces Pacific Fleet 
since he must in ary case coordinate use of same ships for extensive amphib¬ 
ious training, (initial and refresher) and their overhaul requirements as 
well. The availability of numerous group commanders and staffs will permit 
him to decentralize as practicable and keep his organization flexible to 
meet changing requirements. Use of combatant types when practicable can 
best be controlled by CinCPAC as heretofore, 

29 1225 CINCPOA ADV TO CINCPOA PEARL, 


Desire Pearl Headquarters prepare as a matter of the utmost urgency a re¬ 
vised Base Development Plan for IE SHIMA and OKINAWA, The development 
should not exceed the total heretofore ihtended for IE S H I M A, OKINAWA and 
MIYAK0 in any respect except for supplemental airfields for which sites 
will be reserved as indicated in my serial 0005045* The process of formal, 
directive to and formal recommendations from type commanders will be elimi¬ 
nated, The naval and air base development must be carried on with highest 
priority since the Naval Base must serve both OLYMPIC and CORONET and air 
base capacity must reach a maximum ty 1 October, Para, This headquarters 
will furnish within 24 hours a list of garrison forces heretofore intended 
for MIYAKO and which are now to go to OKINAWA, Para, It is not desired to 
impose on CcsnGen Ten any responsibility for decisions concerning naval 
installations except where interservice coordination may be necessary, Para, 
As a matter of policy desire no use of Army engineers on naval projects 
without specific authorization by CinCPOA Adv Hq* SeaBees will be used for 
heeds of projects essential to tactical defense naval projects projects of 
common interest and to full Arny deficiencies in order named. Decisions as 
to location major projects must be cleared with Cincpoa, This answers f^rl 
Hq Teleraemos 2936 and 2944* 










30 0208 CINCFOA ADV TO CINCPOA PEARL . 


Reference Cincpoa Adv serial 291225 garrison forces combat heretofore in¬ 
tended for HIYAKO and which are now to be used at OKINAWA are as follows: 

(A) AAA artillery, all new on OKINAWA, 2 firing Btrys AW, 1 Bn Gun SM type A, 
Btiy C 294th Searchlight Bn (less 1 Plat), Hq & Hq Btry 230 Searchlight Bn* 

(B) A my Air Force units, all VH: 2 Hq Bomb Wing, 8 Hq Bomb Gp, 24 Bomb Sq, 

1 Photo Recon Sq* (C) Marine aviation: 1 Hq and Serv Sq MAG, 3 VMF Sq, 

1 VMF(N) Sq, 1 VMTB Sq, 1 Marine Air Warning Sq in addition to 4 MAWs now 
on OKINAWA. (D) Naval Forces: All landing yard crafts and patrol craft 
listed for MIYAKO in my serial 0005038 of 14 April. 

30 1332 CINCPOA ADV CQMG3JAAFP0A''INFO COMGEN ARMY AIR FORCES . 

Your 2124 (3OO646) is in error. The airfield program for OKINAWA is not 
definite as to dates. The first strips for VLR sire estimated to be ready 
15 August and 15 September, These dates may be bettered or may be delayed 
depending on tactical developments, 

30 1335 CINCPOA ADV TO CINCSWPA INFO CCMINCH FOR JOINT SECURITY CONTROL. 

Initiation of a deception plan to cover activities and movements of all 
Amy and Marine Divisions rehabilitating and training in the Pacific 
Theater is considered by Cincpoa as necessary to support an overall cover 
plan and to provide security for the employment of these divisions in 
coming operations. To obtain maximum assistance from this plan believe it 
should be begun immediately and involve forces of both Cincpac and CINCAFPAC. 
Believe cover for movement of divisions from EUROPE to PACIFIC should be 
considered and this operation made an integral part of proposed plan. Re¬ 
quest your comment, 

30 1338 CINCPOA ADV TO D5PC0M20THAF INFO CINCPOA PEARL.CCMINCH & CNO. COMGENPOA.CINC¬ 

SWPA . 

In accordance with JCS directive 756/2 it is desired that liaison between 
Cincpoa and DepCom20thAF be established in order that original negatives 
of mapping photography requested in my top secret letter 22 April serial 
0005621 prior to their shipment may be made available to the mainland to 
the CO 64th Engineer Topographic now a part of my Advance Hdqtrs. Para, 

The 00 of the 64th Engr, Topo Bn. is designated Liaison Officer between 
Cincpoa and DepCom20thAF for purpose of providing means by which multiplex 
diapositives of 20th AF mapping photography may be reproduced and distributed 
for Cincpoa’s use, 

30 0145 COMGENPOA TO CINCPAC ADV INFO CINCAFPAC. CINCPAC PEARL . 

RJ 60496, Service units for HYPOCRITE reserve were requested of War Dept 
by letter this headquarters file PoWar CPA 320.2/353 subject: Troops Re¬ 
quired for MARIANAS Reserves for HYPOCtITE, dated 5 April copies of which 
v j are being furnished all addees. References your serials 000351 of 19 March 

and 000400 of 5 April, copy of latter serial furnished CINCAFPAC by General 
Ruffner. Anticipate that the units will not be available, 

W* j 


31 (K 










30 1150 WEDEMEYER TO MCARTHUR INFO MARSHALL. NIMITZ. CHENNAULT. WEART . 

CFBX 365AO. Air assistance to CHINA Theater from Pacific is subject. Japa¬ 
nese have been advancing westward in the YELLOW RIVER VALLEY and also from 
the vicinity of PAQCHING toward CHIHKIANG and KWKTYANG. Their object aj>- 
parently is to broaden their corridor of c onmunications and space in prepar¬ 
ation for successful offensive operations by CHINA Theater forces. Request 
that any canmunications concerning assistance that you might render in con¬ 
sonance with above be sent direct to CHINA Theater Headquarters, CHUNGKING. 
This theater can furnish necessary briefing data. 

30 2255 CINCPOA ADV TO C0MGEN20THAF INFO CINCPOA PEARL. DEFC0M2QTHAF.CQMFWDAREA . 
CaiGENFOA. CdflNCH. 

Your WARX DTG 281621. The original program for establishment of 4 VLR 
groups in the MARIANAS plus 8 additional if practicable has now been ex¬ 
panded to 21 although Amy construction and service troops have not yet 
been furnished to support the 21. It is not feasible to deploy an additional 
4 groups at TINIAN without undue interference with the support of other 
activities. However the 489th Group can be deployed making 22 groups in 
the MARIANAS. Para. Sites have been located at OKINAWA suitable for strips 
to accomodate 3 VLR wings. 4 of these strips are still under occasional 
enemy artillery fire and dates are not firm. It is estimated however that 
2 groups can be received by 15 August and 2 by 15 September. Para. If 
OLYMPIC operation is ordered a general reexamination of types of aircraft 
to be based at OKINAWA may become advisable with increased emphasis on 
types suitable for attacks on enemy air forces and installations or for 
support of ground operations. 

01 0144 CINCPOA ADV, TO COMGENAAFPOA INFO COMGEN ARMY AIR FORCES . 

My 301332 change 3rd sentence to read "The first 4 strips for VLR are 
estimated to be ready 15 August 1 September 15 September and 15 October". 

01 0226 CINCFOA ADV TO COMGENPOA INFO CINCAFPAC. CtNCPAC PEARL . 

Your 300145* The requests contained in my serials 000351 of 19 March 
and 000400 of 5 April are withdrawn and the 2 letters are cancelled. As¬ 
sume (CINCAFPAC or CcmGenPQA will submit request for space and facilities 
needed in MARIANAS for support of Amy units. 

01 1600 MARSHALL TO MCARTHUR INFO NIMITZ. RICHARDSON . 

WARX 75413. ReURad 15140. This is a list of references: Subpara A - Rad WAR 
62773 (Directive). Subpara B - Rad 160252 CinCPOA to ComGenPOA. Subpara C - 
Rad R59885 ComGenPOA to CinCSWPA. Para. In accordance with the references 
1 Army forces and resources previously assigned to the POA assumed the 
status of assigned to CINCAFPAC at the time ComGenPOA reported to CINCAFPAC 
for purposes of administration. Fran that time, CINCARPAC has had admini¬ 
strative control of all Army forces and resources in the POA. In exercising 
this control CINCAFPAC has command authority ianraraft m over the movement or 
use of these Army farces and resources except for elements under operational 
control of CINCPOA and CG, 20th AF. All Amy forces and resources to be 
moved to the Pacific henceforward will be assigned to CINCAFPAC exclusive of 
20th AF units and ICEBERG exceptions noted in para B of his 15140. Para. 
Effective at the earliest practicable date, all correspondence pertaining to 
the above will be directed to CINCAFPAC, except for such as he may spfcpL^cal- 
ly request be directed to one of his subordinate commands. 

















29 2121 CQM3RDFLT TO CINCPAC ADV INFO CINCPAC PEART., nqupmTFT/P . 


As verbally directed request is made for assignment of MISSOURI as ContfrdFlt's 
flagship. Further request MISSOURI be at GUAM 18 May to receive Can3rdFlt 
and staff. Subject to Cincpac * s current orders and approval will proceed 
in MISSOURI with suitable escort to OKINAWA or port where Com5thFlt may be 
and at time mutually agreed upon will relieve Spruance and assume command 
of designated forces. 

29 1149 GHQ SWPA TO C OF S WAR DEPT - PASSED BY CPUNCH TO CINCPAC ADV FOR INFO . 

15140. In order to properly carry out the provisions of paragraph 3 JCS 
directive WX 62773 3 April especially the part which reads as follows 
"CINCAFPAC will be responsible for the provisions of Any resources to 
meet the requirements for operations in the Pacific directed by the JCS" 
it is requested that effedtive 1 May the following be assigned to CINCAFPAC 
as Comnander U.S. Army Forces in the Pacific and that all correspondence 
pertaining thereto be directed to this headquarters. The above requests 
are exclusive of Southeast Pacific Area and Alaskan Department. (A) All 
troops projected in the 16th troops list for SWPA and FOA and all troops 
to be redeployed from U.S., ETO and MTO, (B) All U.S. Array resources 
equipment and supplies arriving in the Pacific Theater exclusive of those 
new approved for ICEBERG and normal maintenance. Para. Upon arrival of 
the foregoing requests instructions will be issued to Richardson. 

01 0525 CINCPOA ADV TO CCHKVDAREA INFO CCM5THFLT.CTG99.2.ISC0M LVO.CCMGENAAFPOA . 

COMAIR TWO. ISCQM IE SHIMA . 

Take necessary action to move ground echelon of 1 P-6l night fighter 
squadron to be designated by ComGenAAFFOA from EVO JIMA to IE SHIMA at 
earliest practicable. Flight echelon to follow when ground echelon es¬ 
tablished ashore and when called forward by CTG 99*2. 

02 0012 CINCPAC ADV TO C0M3RDFLT INFO CQMINCH. CQM5THFLT . 

The requirements of subparagraphs IB and ID of ray serial 0005034 of 31 
March are considered completed. It is understood that a study pursuant 
to 1C will be submitted shortly which will complete compliance with 
that subpara. Subpara 1A remains in effect. 

02 0213 CINCPAC ADV TO CINCS77PA INFO COMINCH . 

Propose implement BLUEBIRD with further communication deception designed 
to create impression increasing radio linkages between Amy and Navy forces 
in Central Pacific, Southwest Pacific and those in CHINA. If CINCSWPA 
concurs following plan and Joint Security Control approves, propose that 
appropriate directives be issued to commands concerned and Joint Security 
Control coordinate activities not under CINCPAC or CINCAFPAC. 

(1) Scrutinize bona fide radio traffic readily susceptible enemy inter¬ 
cept to identify each message linking Amy and Navy commands in Central 
and Southwest Pacific Areas with those in CHINA. 

(2) Insure gradual increase in number of such messages and their average 
precedence, with normal variations, until ID days after target date for 
LONGTOM or OLYMPIC whichever is 1st, Thereafter taper off rapidly without 
introducing conspicuous circuit changes. 

(3) Prevent radical decrease volume or precedence all circuits involving 
CHUNGKING, KUNMING and HOCHWAH. 

3106 
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MAY (GOT) 

02 0213 CINCPAC ADV TO CINCSWPA INFO COMINCH (CONT'D) 

(4) Maintain high volume LEYTE and MANUS foxes unless inordinate quantity 
dummy traffic required* 

(5) Fully exploit bona fide traffic contributing to desired picture 
originating dummy traffic only when necessary* Navy will comply AlPac 
56-45 in preparation of dummies. 

(6) For Navy traffic communication security units will arrange details 
volume precedence crypto systems call signs and methods of transmission* 
and for communications between units will use CSPS 2561* 2208,2617,4044/5/6 
accordance Caminch Conf 04216 of 25 December* 

(7) Maintain cover major fleet units and assault forces while at staging 
bases as straight security measure and to disguise departures* plus such 
short term tactical deception as TF commanders require. 

(8) Above proposals made with understanding that plan can be terminated 
whenever CINCSWPA CINCPOA and Joint Security Control decide that it has 
served its purpose or that it interferes unduly with normal communications* 
Request CINCSWPA advd.se* 

02 0917 DEPC0M20THAF TO CINCPOA AD7 . 

2199* Paraphrase of ComAF20 Telecon message H01013-GH date time group 
011242 May is passed in part for your information," Your top secret radio 
2124, DTG 300646 April is reference. Decision has been made to deploy 3l6th 
Wing at OKINAWA, viewing field availability dates OKINAWA specified in 
part 1A and readiness dates of 316th Wing units here," 


02 0022 CINCPOA ADV TO COMGEGN WPBC INFO COMFWDAHBA. COMGSNPOA . 

Your 010351 which refers to "Marine stocks this base" not understood unless 
the dispatch was originated in your capacity as Island Commander SAIPAN. 
Request clarification. 

03 0119 CINCPOA ADV TO C0MlSTCARTF.C0M2NDCAKrF INFO C0M3RDFLT . C0M5THFLT . 

Desire Com2ndCarTaskFor hoist flag in BENNINGTON, SHANGRI LA or other car¬ 
rier designated by CTF 58 as soon as practicable after 18 May* It is ny 
present intention to direct Com2ndCarTaskFor to assume command of the 
Fast Carrier Task Forces shortly after Com3rdFlt assumes Com5thFlt* Un¬ 
til so directed Com2ndCarTaskFor is available to CTF 58 as a TG commander 
but his assignment as such is not required* 


03 0121 CINCPAC ADV TO C0H3RDFLT INFO COHIHCH , 


It appears possible that Japanese aircraft are -being moved northward 
either for storage and or training out of VLR range and clear of carrier 
strikes or for purposes connected with hostilities with RUSSIA* Prior 
departure PEARL obtain all available data from JICPOA and give consideration 
to problems involved in a carrier attack against installations in HOKKAIDO, 
CMINAT'O and Northern HONSHU for the purpose of destroying air forces and 
shipping, diverting forces from OKINAWA and general strategic deception. 
Will confer with you connection this operation at our next meeting. 


and 


03 0352 RICHARDSON TO CINCAFPAC INFO CG WPBC. WAR DEPT. CINCPAC BOTH . 3 1 Q 7 

In view Cincpac Guam 010226 May and provisions WARX 75413 May 1 not to all nor 
needed, unless otherwise directed by CINCAFPAC no further action being taken 
by ComGenPOA to establish with War Dept requirements for troops and supplies 
necessary to build up HYPOCRITE reserve MAKANAS. All. infoaddees be guided 

submitted ^ar^eo^^ 7 n ^^rwl^BWc^l^C^lSuMlr a?r for information. 












03 0618 ISCOM SAIPAN WPBCS TO CINCPOA ADV INFO COMFg'TOARSACENTPAC . 

ReUr 020022 GCT. Action was taken as IsCom SAIPAN not ComGen WPBC. 

03 0843 CINCPOA ADV TO COHAIRPAC INFO COMFAIKNING 2.C0MSUBPA0 i nry^n3PAC PEARL. 

CC'i:.-U5T .IAIN ffiG, CO? 3RDFLT .COMAIRPACSUBCOM.C0M5THFLT.CQMSUBPACADCOM.CINCPOA 

FEAHL. COMFWDARSA. CQTAIR 7.1 NG lT - 

Com3rdFlt 010241 approved for such training as will not delay readiness 
to move forward when required. Desire similar training for all squadrons 
of same type since it is infeasible to earmark particular squadrons for work 
with submarines. 

04 0244 CDJCPAC ADV TO C0M7THFLT INFO CINCAFPAC.CCMSERVPAC.CINCPAC PEARL . 

Subject to concurrence of CINCAFPAC request you establish planning liaison 
with his staff and give me your summarize'd recommendations (details not 
required initially) as to naval facilities required on shore at OLYMPIC 
objectives for support of fleet forces including FMF and Air FMF with 
particular reference to terminal support facilities for escort forces. 

In preparing these preliminary estimates reference should be made to Basic 
Assumptions of Overall Logistic Plan - U. S. Navy of 1 April 1945. Copy 
being airmailed to you today. 

04 0958 CINCPOA ADV TO COMINCH . 

Your 021829. IftrSer 0005045 of 28 April contains latest estimate air base 
capacity LEGUMINOUS and INDISPENSABLE. MySers OOO5O38 of 14 April and 
0005625 of 22 April for ADJOURN and FRICTION. Summary follows: LEGUMINOUS 
and INDISPENSABLE. Army: 3 VF Groups, 2 VBM Groups, 2 VBH Groups. 3 VIR 
Wings. 1 TC Group less 2 Sqs. 1 Photo Recon Sq. Marine: 4 VMF Gps. 1 
VMF(N) Group, 1 VMTB Group, 1 VMD Sq. Navy: 4 VPB (HL) Sqs. 2 VPB (ML) 

Sqs. 1 VD Sq. Also foilcaving units contingent on assignment of additional 
construction troops and air force units. Amy: 2 VBM Tps. 5 VBH Groups. 

2 TC Sqs. Marine: 1 VMB Group. 2 VMR Sqs. These Marine VMB and VMR will be 
available if LONGTOM is not ordered. Para. ADJOURN. Marine: 2 VMF Groups* 

1 VMF(N) Sq. 1 VMB Group. 1 VMTB Sq.of which 1 VMF Group 1 VMF(N) Sq and 
1 VMTB Sq will be redeployed from LEGUMINOUS* Para* FRICTION Army: 3 VF 
Groups. 2 VF(N) Sqs. Marine: 1 VMTB Sq. Which will be redeployed from 
LEGUMINOUS. 

(041523) 03 1355 CG TAF 10th ARMY TO COMGEN TEN INFO C0M5THFLT.CTF51.ISCOM LEGUMINOUS. ISCOM 

INDISPENSABLE - Later Passed for info to CINCPOA ADV HQ . 

See 280509 from IsCom INDISPENSABLE TO CTG 51.21. Believe dates this dis¬ 
patch need revision and further evaluation as to early augmentation effec¬ 
tive fighter strength this area. See Cincpoa Adv 170557* Thorough inspec¬ 
tion today of IE SHIMA airfield activities by CTU 99.2.1 and representatives 
of TAF. After consultation these people with IsCom INDISPENSABLE, 12 May 
estimated earliest date arifield operable for use VF Group with 111 aircraft. 
Too early yet to determine when additional Group can operate. Attention in¬ 
vited Cincpoa Pearl 290126 to CGlOthArmy. This dispatch specifies width of 
runway and shoulders which must be attained if we are to operate effectively 
as follows: (a) Fran 1 strip 111 VF of 318 Fighter Group. 15 2 engine night 
fighter aircraft of P6l squadron, and 22 F-5 of 28th PhotoReconSquadron. 


- Continued - 

















Mfflf (GCT) 

(041523) 03 1355 CG TAF TENTH ARMY TO COMGEN TEN. ETC. (CONTINUED) 

(B) From 2nd strip 96 VMF of MAG 22, 24 MB of 131 Sqdn and 15 VMF(N) of 
533 Sqdn* Do not overlook taxiways and hardstands for this number aircraft, 
situated so that both groups can operate effectively. Looks like more avia¬ 
tion engineer or SeaBee strength needed IE SHIMA immediately to achieve 
needed airfields reconstruction and attain necessary road construction. 
Following dispatches apply: (A) Cincpoa Adv to Com5thFlt 270431. (B) 

Com5thFlt 271233 and other 5thFlt requests to move in VF and VF(N) ground 
echelons. 

05 0505 CINCPOA ADV TO CQM5THFLT INFO CTF 51. CTF 56 . 

Request information your prospective needs for 2nd MarDiv reinforced. 
Shipping now beingheld for entire division. Desire unload and release 
any elements hot needed for Phases 1 and 2 ICEBERG including KUME if its 
occupation deemed essential to security OKINAWA. 

05 1116 GHO SWPA TO CG US.AF CHINA INFO AGWAR.CINCPOA ADV.CGUSAF CHINA APO 627(RECH) , 
CG 14TH AF. COMMANDER ALLIED AIR FORCES MANILA . 

CX 15548* SWPA air forces are prepared to initiate limited operations 
against enemy lines of communications and installations indicated in your 
radio CFBX 36540. Unless CHINA base facilities are available operations 
can be conducted only with heavy bombers. Intensity and frequency of 
attacks will depend on weather and range factors, availability or non avail¬ 
ability of refueling facilities in CHINA and forces available considering 
commitments for planned operations. Para. Before initiating attacks, re¬ 
quest representative your hdqtrs visit this hdqtrs to discuss details of 
missions, friendly and enemy dispositions, pertinent intelligence infor¬ 
mation, communications problems, base facilities and friendly fields in 
CHINA available for SWPA aircraft, and problems of coordination. 

05 1250 CINCPAC ADV TO C0M5THFLT INFO C0M3RDFLT. CTF 51. CCMINPAC . 

As soon as operational requirements permit form TF under Cc roM inPac to 
clear minefields in EAST CHINA SEA preparatory to OLYMPIC and IDNGTCM 
and with priorities such as to provide sea room first for the fast 
carrier and escort carrier operations common to both OLYMPIC and IONGTOM. 


°5 2009 COMAF 20 to CINCPOA ADV INTO CQMINCH,CINCPOA PEARL.D5PC0MAF20.CQB0MC0M21. 
COMGSNPOA. COMAFPAC« COMGENAAFPOA -ADMIN . 

WARX 77765* References WARX DTG 281627 Cincpoa Adv 302255 and Cincpoa Adv 
020021. Para. In view of the field availability dates established in CinC 
POA's 302255 as amended by 200021 it is our plan to deploy 316th Wing to 
OKINAWA 2 groups to meet field availability date 15 August the remaining 
2 groups to meet field availability date 1st September providing location 
of strips is such as to permit maintaining unit integrity of 316th Wing* 

Para 2. Our present plan for conversion of units in US will permit 
the following readiness dates in the theater: 

A. The 489th Group can meet readiness date in the Theater of 
1 Sept. 

B. 1 other converted groflp to have readiness date in the Theater 
of 1 October. 

C. 2 converted groups readiness in the theater 1 November. This 

completes the 2nd Wing for OKINAWA. 'linn 
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05 2009 OCMAF 20 to CINCPOA. INFO COtUNCH. CINCPOA PEARL. ETC . (CONT’D) 

D. 2 groups in the Theater by 1 Dec. and 2 groups in the 
Theater by 1 January completes the 3rd Wing for OKINAWA. Your 
messages indicate field availability dates that w in be adequate 
to permit the above schedule. 

Para 3» Army Air Force ultimate deployment of VHB Groups is now 
set at 40. Tentative deployment schedules after 1 January are as follows: 

1 Wing in Theater Feb. 1st and last Wing in Theater March 1st. 

06 0821 CINCPOA ADV TO CG10TH ARMY.C0M3RDFLT ■ COMGENPOA.C0M5THFHIBF0R . COHSERVPAC . 

COMGENAAFPOA. COMGSNFHFPAC . COMAIRPAC. C0I.PHIBSPAC INFO CC SO PAC . CTF96 . CQMFVfDAHBA 

CTF93.CCMINCH & CN0.C0MN0RPAC.CINCSWPA.MARC0RPS.CGSUPSERVFMF?AC.C0i.;7TIIFLT. 

CCM5TKFLT . CCTIGENAIRFMFPAC. C0MDST10. C0MGEN24THC0RPS. CG3RDPHIBC0RPS . CINC POA 

PEARL.CINCAFPAC . 

Warning Order. Initiate preparations for Phase 3(D) ICEBERG with target 
date (F-Day) for FRICTION on 15 July. Operation will be commanded by Adm. 

W.F. Halsey with V.Adm. H. W. Hill commanding Joint Expeditionary Forces 
and Lt.Gen. S.B.Buckner commanding Expeditionary Troops. Assault troops 
for operation will be 1 Div Reinf designated by ComGen Expeditionary 
Troops from the troops under his command. Garrison ground troops will con¬ 
sist of following Army units: Initially 1 RCT to be designated 
from assault div. 745th AAA Gun Bn (BIAK). 497th AAA Gun Bn (FINSCHAFEN) . 
104th AAA AW Bn (HOLLANDIA). 945th AAA AW Bn (FINSCHAFEN). 250th S/L Bn 
(less 1 Btry) (FINSCHAFEN). 198th Hc£Hq Btiy AAA Gp (LEYTE). 33rd Hq & Hq 
Btry AAA Gp (BIAK). 178th CA Bn (GUAM). 1 MP Co. Garrison air forces. 

1 Hq Fighter Wing (Army). 3 Groups VF (Any). 2 Sqdns VF(N) (Army). 

1 Sqdn VMTB. 1 MAW Sqdn. Supporting troops in accordance CINCPOA revised 
Staff Study serial 0005038 April 14 and 0005625 April 22. Type commanders 
designate by dispatch other garrison troops not designated above (includ¬ 
ing aviation, engineer, defense and service units) indicating mounting 
points. Designation of units insofar as known now should be made by dis¬ 
patch at the earliest. Designation of others should be made by dispatch 
as soon as known. ComServPac designate naval officer as Commander Naval 
Activities. In view of deferment indefinitely of Phase 3(C) ComGenPOA 
requested to renominate Air Corps General Officer for duty as IsCom FRICTION. 
ComGenPOA also nominate Air Corps officer as Air Defense Commander, FRICTION. 

06 1520 COMINCH & CNO TO C0M7THFLT INFO CINCPAC ADV. COMAFPAC . 

NETHERLANDS authorities have requested that HMNS TROMP (now on EAST INDIES 
station) be attached temporarily to 7thFlt for participation in BORNEO 
operations. Admiralty concurs. Please obtain concurrence CINCSWPA and ad¬ 
vise him of ny desire to approve request. 










MAY (GCTV 

05 1120 GHQ. SWPA (MACARTHUR) TO CINCl-'OA ADV INFO CAMF. TOLOSA. CQMDR AAF MANILA . 
CG USAF CHINA A?0 879, CG 14TH AF> 

CX 15549. 14th AF has discontinued mining operations in the SHANGHAI Area 
end of April. Consider desirable that these raining operations continue. 
SWPA RAAF Squadrons are available to continue mission if tender based 
facilities can be provided by CINCPAC in the OKINAWA Area. Request your 
comments. If affirmative!, suggest direct*c 01 mnunication CINCPAC to 7th Fit 
to arrange details. 


06 0605 CTF 51 TO C0M5THFLT INFO CINCFOA ADV. COMINPAC . 



Cincpac Adv 051250. It is stated that as soon as OKINAWA is captured suf¬ 
ficient minesweepers can be released to commence extensive minesweeping 
operations. In interim preparation is being made by giving preference to 
minesweeping types for overhaul repair upkeep and rehabilitation. Para. 

All escort types in TF 51 except those recently assigned have had ex¬ 
tensive gruelling service and require upkeep repair and a rest. I am 
trying to accomplish this by decrease in screen locally to minimum safety 
limit, augmentation of repair facilities, installation of shore based 
radars, acceleration of development of airfields so carriers may be re¬ 
leased and thereby their escorts, rotation of escorts insofar as practicable 
to rear areas however this excluded to a large degree for DDs because of 
great need for that type locally for gunfire radar pickets and support* 

Para. Recommend expediting moving forward for duty in TF 51 
available minesweepers escorts of each type and early action on my recom¬ 
mendations for increase in repair facilities to the end of expediting 
overall readiness for future operations of minesweepers NOLTLYD types of 
escorts. Para. 

In order that necessary minesweeping operations may proceed as required 
GX recommend following measures be taken: 

A. Submarines equipped with special mine location device examine 
prospective routes and areas of operation. 

B. Regular search planes EAST CHINA SEA have 1 or 2 experienced 
mine sweeping ■taM—wiwMihBi officers observers embarked. 

C. Special search planes with experienced minesweeping observers 
examine suspected areas and located minefields to determine definitely 
existence extent and characteristics. 


As light and sea conditions have considerable influence on ability to lo¬ 
cate fields several examinations or areas should be made. Consider photo¬ 
graphs taken downwind in chippy sea with light at operators back might 
be useful. 


07 052S (PROBABLY C0H5THFLT) TO CINCPAC ADV INFO CTF 51. CQM3HDFLT. COMINPAC . 

Minesweeping requirements in EAST CHINA SEA for L0NGT0M and OLYMPIC appear 
largely arithmetical. Your 051250. Distance between 2 objectives is about 
400 miles. Carriers supporting an amphibious objective no rmall y operate 
in area within 200 miles of it. For L0NGT0M plan to sweep mined areas 
whose approximate centers are given: 

A. Lat 25-10 Ldng 126-00. Comment. This area should be cleared in 
any case as it will be menace during typhoon season also is needed as 
supDort area for B. 

B. Lat 27-10 Long 125-00. 

C. Lat 30-20 Long 123-45 starting from south end. 

In addition check sweeps must be made to insure that channels presumed 
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07 0528 (NOME - PROBABLY C0M5THFLT) TO CINCPAC ADV ( CONT'D ) . 

COSMRIST adjacent to these areas are still clear* Air cover must be 
furnished either from shore bases or carriers during these operations. 
CoMinPac has OpPlan for foregoing* For OLYMPIC approaches except in its 
immediate proximity are non-mineable* Sea room for carrier operations is 
also available in deep water. No minesweeping can be done within 200 
miles of objective under present conditions of enemy air strength. This 
would have to follow amphibious operation rather than precede. For 
OLYMPIC believe present enemy defensive minefields in EAST CHINA SEA should 
be left intact as Jap sea traffic is channeled and easier prey for our 
air strikes mines and submarines. Concur in desirability of forming 
task force under CoMinPac as soon as local situation permits. See Turner's 
060605. 

07 0606 CINCPOA ADV TO C0M5THFLT.CTF51.COMGENTEN INFO CINCPOA PEARL . 

Com5thFleet ' s 060129. ComGen 10 is authorized to make such changes in 
priorities of base development as are necessary to meet tactical require¬ 
ments at any time. Such changes are expected if necessary for full com¬ 
pliance my 130229 and 2nd para my 170557. 

07 0639 CINCPOA ADV TO CINCAFPAC INFO CINCPOA PEARL, COMGENPOA. DEPCOM 20TH AF . 

Requests for photography of DIABOLIC (KYUSHU), made in UrDis top-sec 050432* 
will be considered priority 1 and integrated with ny mapping and reconnais¬ 
sance photographic requirements as outlined in ray Top-Sec ltrs serial 
000127 of 23 Jan 1945 and 000187 of 31 Jan 1945. 

0? 1225 CTF 51 & 56 to C0M5THFLT INFO CINCPAC ADV . 

CTF 51 Top-Secret serial 000201 of 30 April to which originator's agree 
with slight modifications is now in process of being carried out by CTF 
56 for parts not requiring higher approval as follows: 

A. MS and FD stations take BANARI and adjacent islands now being 
set up and 1 at SETAKE SAKI will be set up if further study sanmartac . 
indicates desirability. 

B. KOBE SHIMA being reconnoitered and if conditions found favorable 
station of ZAMAMI will be moved there. If not favorable station on 
NAGAANU will, be moved to ZAMAMI to improvi coverage. 

C. Station IE SHIMA not entirely satisfactory and will be improved. 
Following steps which require approval of higher authority are 

recommended: 

D. About 12 May dependent on enemy and weather seize DORI SHBIA 
establish AWS, FD and minor defensive position. 

E. As soon as possible probably about 20 May and employing 1 RCT 
of 3rd MarDiv in succession seize AGUNI SHIMA and IHEYU SHIMA establish 
warning service FD and defenses consisting reenforced company on AGUNI 
and reenforced battalion on IHEYI temporarily formed from assault forces. 
Capture would be made by troops embarked in landing craft and supply 
kept up by same means. 

F. No earlier than 30 days after completion capture OKINAWA employ 
1 Div now OKINAWA TO capture KUME SHIMA develop it for both defensive and 
offensive purposes. Para. 

We consider this expenditure of effort will provi economical and ef¬ 
fective in long run. Para. 

Request immediate approval step D and approval E and F when practicable. 
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07 1230 CTF 51 & 56 to C0H5THFLT Info CINCPAC ADV. HG . 


This is CTF 51 & CTF 56 Joint Top Secret Despatch replying to your 052314 
and Cincpoa 050505. Reference is also made to CTF 51 Top Sec Ser 000201 
of 30 April to which both originators agree with certain modifications as 
treated in a separate dispatch. Also reference is Cincpoa 060821 Warning 
Order for Phase 3(D). Para. 

Recommendations are: 

A. 2nd MarDiv is not required for capture of OKINAWA and if 
brought forward would complicate problems of supply, training, and 
space assignment. CTF 56 lias designated 2nd MarDiv for Phase 3(D) 
see ComGen 10 071053. Recommend it be completely debarked at SAIPAN 
and shipping in which embarked be released to Cincpac. 

B. This recommendation made on assumption 31st Army Division not 
available for Phase 3 (D). 

C. While occupation KUME cannot be deemed essential to security 
of OKINAWA its possesion and development would add greatly to OKINAWA 
security, to success of naval operations in CHINA SEA, and to neutral¬ 
ization of FORMOSA and SAKISHIMA GUNT0. Its capture will require 1 
division. The necessaiy troops can be supplied from 10th Amy on 
OKINAWA after capture of OKINAWA has been completed and this course 

is recommended not earlier than 30 days after OKINAWA secure. If KUME 
must be captured in advance of that time consider 2nd MarDiv only 
force now available and therefore other troops to be re assigned 10th 
Amy would be required for Phase 3(D). 


07 1507 COMGEN TEN TO CTF 51 Info CINCPAC ADV. 


See Cincpoa 060821. Interpret Warning Order requires Amy Div as assault 
troops. Prior to OKINAWA operation Array Div participated in campaigns which 
resulted their embarking ICEBERG tired and understrength. All will come 
out of this fight considerably depleted in personnel and equipment. Target 
date may not permit rehabilitation and rebuilding proper strength. If 
future operation permit use 2 MarDiv and 3rd recommend its anployment since 
it is fresh from rest of about year. Shipping available and with minor 
adjustments unit will be ready promptly to meet target date. Army garrison 
RCT to be sent from. OKI MM A when FRICTION secure. 

08 0233 CINCPAC ADV TO C0M5THFLT INFO CTF 51 & 56 . 

ComGen 10 071507. tty 060021. Not intended to require an Army Div as assault 
troops for 3(D) since 1st 2nd and 6th MarDivs are under operational control 
ComGen Ten. Am prepared to approve Joint recommendation of CTF 51 & 56 
071230 if you concur. The capture of KUME is not approved if a full division 
is required. 


08 0901 CINCPOA ADV TO CG USAF CHINA INFO CINC,?.PA,COMINCH,CG1ATHAF.C0?.7THFLT.COMAAF 

.AMILA. C0M5THFLT. 


Understand from (3IQ SWPA that 14th AF is discontinuing mining operations 
SHANGHAI Area end of April. Request your concurrence in continuation of 
this program on approximately same scale by naval air forces from OKINAWA. 


08 1345 COMINCH TO CINCPAC BOTH HQ INFO C/S US AHMT . 


It now appears that transfer of troopships from the PACIFIC THEATER to the 
ATLANTIC in connection with redeployment as discussed in JCS 521/13 will be 

required at an early date and preparations should be made accordingly^ [The ’ 
Waruenartment is similarly informing CINCS'/PA. 











MAY CGCT) 

08 0902 CINCPAC ADV TO CINCSV7PA INFO COMINCH. C0M7THFLT . 

Your C3E 15549* Concur as to desirability mining SHANGHAI. It is not desired 
however to employ units of the RAAF in the FOA particularly when use of U.S. 
seaplane tenders would be required. If you find the total number of patrol 
planes available in the SWPA is in excess of your requirements would aj>- 
preciate information as to the number and types of U.S. naval search squadrons 
which can be released for operations in the Central Pacific. If ComGenUSAF 
CHINA concurs am prepared to continue mining SHANGHAI Area with U.S. Naval 
aircraft. See my 080901. 

08 2014 COMINCH & CNO TO CINCPOA ADV . 

Advise me about situation regarding mgamftiMg movement of Japanese combat 
air via MARCUS to TRUK presumably headed for ULITHI and what steps are 
being taken to control it. 

09 0330 CTF 51 to CINCPAC ADV INFO C0H5THFLT. CTF 56 . 

Your 090040. 1 RCT from 3rd MarDiv is desired for capture of AGUNI and 
IHEYI. Originally it had been decided to ask for 1 RCT from 2nd MarDiv 
but the necessity for designating 2nd MarDiv for Phase 3(D) made this 
use of a 2nd MarDiv RCT inadvisable. Para. 

It may be recalled that 1 of the 3rd MarDiv's RCTs was not used at 37.70 
JIMA • Para. 

Consider the occupation of AGUNI and IHEYI in near future and before 
completion capture OKINAWA is important with relation to protection our 
operations and reduction losses of picket vessels. ComGen 10 is averse 
to withdrawing 1 RCT from troops present for capture these 2 islands and 
CTF 51 concurs. 

09 0434 CINCPOA ADV TO COMGEN CHINA INFO CINCSffPA. COMNAVGHOUP CHINA . 

Request your views on general subject ComNavGroup CHINA 080510 and 081510 
with reference to all points on CHINA Coast northeast of Longitude 110 E* 

09 0802 mm CINCPOA ADV TO C0H5THFLT. CTF 51. CTF 56 Info CG2ND MARDIV . 

The 3rd Marine Division is not available for ICEBERG. CTF 51 090330. 

Elements of the 2nd MarDiv should be used for the capture of AGUNI and IHEYI. 

09 0808 CINCPAC ADV TO COMINCH & CNO . 

Your 082014. ComFwdArea SOPA ULITHI and all Island Commanders concerned 
were informed in my 270433 as follows "indications of impending Jap air at¬ 
tacks on bases in MARIANAS and Western CAROLINES possibly from TRUK or MARCUS. 
Take appropriate precautionary measures. Believe Japs are moving planes 
from Empire to TRUK via MARCUS". At 300100(-9) the JALLAO (SS 368 ) arrived 
on station off MARCUS as lifeguard and was directed to advise of any eneny 
air movements observed. The following sorties have been made against MARCUS* 
29th - 1 PB4Y 11 B24, 30th - 30 B24, 1st - 16 B24 1 FB4Y, 2nd 21 B24, 3rd - 
1 PB4Y, 4th - 11 B24, 7th - 11 B24, ®th 12 B24. Para. 

No enemy planes sighted until JALLAO despatch 080833 which reported 6 large 
unidentified planes landed MARCUS O 8 O 63 O. This report was bncadcast to all 
interested commands. Strikes on 9th consisted of B24s and PB4Ys which have 
reported destroying 2 Betty and strafing 4 Betty on ground* Attacks still in 
progress . Para (Cont'd) • 
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09 0803 CIMCPAC ADV TO COMINCH & CNO . ( CONTINUED) 

The following sorties have been made against TRUK: 28th - 24 B24 20 P47 
1 FB4Y, 30 th - 4 PV 24 B24 20 P47, 1st - 21 B24, 2nd 21 B24, 3rd - 19 B24 
1 PB4Y, 4th - 1 PB4Y, 6th - 18 P47, 7th 16 P47, 8th 12 B24 1 PB4Y. During 
this period 1 Emily has been destroyed. Believe approximately 9 operational 
planes at TRUK of which estimate 3 or 4 floatplanes 3 or 4 Zekes and 1 or 2 
reconnaissance. Para. 

Since rotation of fast carrier groups commenced at ULITHI on 30 April 
4 radar picket destroyers have been maintained at sea outside Atoll, On 
28 April 1 J'.fyrt was destroyed while approaching ULITHI at 28000 feet by 
shorebased Marine Corsairs. 

09 0817 CINCPOA ADV TO CINCAFPAC. COHGEMPOA . 

Iftr 060816 and 060821. Suggest consideration be given to assignment 24th 
Infantiy as garrison for FRICTION as preferable to using an RCT from an 
amphibiously trained InfDiv. 

09 1526 MACARTHUR TO CINCPOA ADV. COUGENPOA INFO AGWAR,CGUSASOS.CG6THAHMY.CG8THARMY . 

C 15861. It is requested that effective immediately all matters involving 
the requisitioning, movement, use or disposition of troop units and resources 
now in or destined for the Pacific, exclusive of 20thAF units and units ap¬ 
proved for ICEBERG, whether operational or as a result of V-E Day redeployment 
including troop units nott set up on the 6 months list, be submitted to this 
headquarters for approval prior to the taking of any other action* Insofar 
as is consistent with the foregoing it is contemplated that present admini¬ 
strative procedures will remain undisturbed for the time being except as may 
hereafter be directed. Para. 

In this connection it is requested that your recommendations for the 
priority of movement and destinations of U» S. Army troops heretofore set 
up for the Pacific Area and now assigned to CINCAFPAC either from the U.S* 
or elsewhere on the July and subsequent monthly quote Joint Priority Ship¬ 
ping Lists for Personnel Movements unquote be forwarded to this headquarters 
not later than 33 days prior to the month during which they are desired 
shipped in order that such recommendations may be integrated into or coordi¬ 
nated with the similar list prepared by this headquarters. 

08 13 22 C0M5THFLT TO CIMCPAC ADV INFO CTF 51. CTF 56 . 

Your 050505 and 080233* IT RSJQPY Fhase 3D ICEBERG is to be executed best 
use for 2nd MarDiv appears to be this operation. ComGen 10 071153* CTF 
51 CTF 56 071230. I still believe Fhase 3D unnecessary and unprofitable 
and would prefer to see 2nd MarDiv used to take KUME and other outlying 
positions around OKINAWA required for radar defense (CTF 51 CTF 56 071225) 
and to assist if necessary in expediting capture of OKINAWA itself. 

09 0830 WEDEjEYSR TO NIHITZ AC ARTHUR , CHENNAULT INFO C0!f7TI!FLT. COI^yiFLT . 

CFBX 37072. Ref CFBX 36540 of 3 April. Observe your message 080901 operations 
SHANGHAI Area. Arrangements made for conference of representatives this Hq 
with ComGenSWPA at MANILA on 13 May relative to operations of air forces under 
MacArthur's control against targets in Southeast CHINA, Suggest you have rep¬ 
resentative oreserrt for coordination of plans including POA mining or other 
air operations against CHINA Theater targets. At present Allied Air Forces 
are conducting mining operations in SHANGHAI Area. 
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^ 09 3430 CglQ SffPA TO COHOSHPO A INFO CINCPAC AD7. CO 6TH ARMY . 

CX 15860. For planning purposes for OLYMPIC, the following principal units 
will be utilized: 5th Amphibious Corps (3rd,4th, 5th HarDivs) to be mounted 
from present location; 9th Corps (81st, 93th and 1 Div from BUNKHOUSE to 
be designated by ComGenPOA) to be mounted from present locations except 
9th Corps Hdqtrs and Corps troops; 14th and 11th Corps (1st Cavalry, 

American 25^h, 33rd, 40th, 41st, 43rd and the Hth Airborne Divisions) to 
be mounted from ?JHIT5'/ASH (LUZON) or INTEGER (VTSAYAS) as now located. Para* 

6th Army will be responsible for the equipment and mounting of the 14th 
and 11th Corps Hnd the 31st and 11th Airborne Divisions. ComGenPOA will 
be responsible for the equipment and mounting of the 9th Corps less Corps 
Hdqtrs and Corps troops and 31st Div. ComGenPOA advise this Hq earliest 
practicable date division designated from BUNKHOUSE. ComGenPOA investigate 
practicability immediate movement 9th Corps Hq with such of the Corps troops 
as are now present MANHOLE to ACCUMULATION; advise this Hq and Cincpac Logis¬ 
tics of movement. Cincpac requested to advise, upon receipt of information, 
whether 9th Corps Hq and troops can be lifted to ACCUMULATION with shipping 
under his control with approximate date. 

10 0114 CDJCPOA ADV TO COMGSN CHINA INFO CINCS7PA C0U7THFLT . 

Your 090830. Not feasible have representative at MANILA 13 May but expect 
to have adequate representation there about 15th. Com?thFlt requested 
arrange representation for me in preliminary conferences. 

10 0121 CINCPAC ADV TO COMINCH . 

I 

CinCBPF 080111. Recommend action be taken which will permit CINCBPF to 
deal direct with Australian authorities concerning local affairs in Australia 
as matters internal to the British Commonwealth. Present procedures in 
which requests from CinCBPF concerning such matters come to me in GUAM and 
must then be cleared with CINCSWPA in MANILA seem unnecessarily devious 
since I have no authority in the matter and can only lend my good offices 
in an ineffectual manner. 

10 0147 CINCPAC ADV TO C0M5THPLT INFO CCMFAIK.TNG ONE. COMSUBPAC . 

If it is desired to use VPB 109 and similar squadrons for SNOB strikes 
outside enemy harbors reclassification of areas in EAST CHINA and YELLOW 
SEAS will be required to permit freedom of action for aircraft without en¬ 
dangering own submarines. Following measures can be put into effect immedi¬ 
ately if you desire: 

(A) TSUSHIMA STRAITS north of line running 135 degrees true through 
KO SAKI at south tip of.TSUSHIMA can be made blind bombing zone. 

In June when submarines commence operations therein north part of 
TSUSHIMA STRAIT may revert to sub patrol zone. 

, (B) Refer addendum 8 to SOP-1. Areas 124, HI, and 112 north of 27 N 

can be classified as blind bombing zones from 2000 to 0600 each 
night reverting to submarine patrol zones each day to permit life¬ 
guard rescues during daylight. Early comment desired. 

^ 10 0412 CINCPAC ADV TO ATCON ULITHI . CQM5THFLT .CCS1SER0N10.CTF58.CTG58. 1 Info C0HF//DARE/ 

Indications air attack on ULITHI any be inminent. Source of planes may be 
similar to 12 March attack. CTF 58 attack MINAJH DAI TO SHU! A if practicable. 

3116 










MAY (GOT) 

ID 0706 CINCPOA ADV TO CIMCPOA PEARL. 

Cancel Cincpoa serial 30663* Issue instructions holding in abeyance 
compliance Cincpoa serial 000490. Hereafter refer to this headquarters 
all matters of basic policy particularly those which involve inter service 
relationships, 

09 0925 GHQ SWPA TO CINCPOA PEARL INFO CINCPAC ADV. CNO 

CX 15815* Your 022118Z. You may assume for planning purposes if OLYMP IC 
is not executed that 40FS boats will be available for use in LQNGTOM 
Operation. There is only 1 FS type reefer boat in the allocations to 
both Army and Navy in SWPA. Therefore the 1/4 reefers included in your 
request will not be available. 

ID 0708 CINCPAC ADV TO COMINCH 


Your 081549. Following ships sunk in OKINAWA Operation between March 
and 10 May. DD: HALLIGAN (DD584) 26 March, BUS! (DD 529) 6 April, 

COIHOUN (DD 801) 6 April, M.L. ABELE (DD 733) 12 April, PRINGLE (DD 477) 

16 April, LITTLE (DD 803) 3 May, LUCE (DD 522) 4 May, 1DRRIS0N (DD 560) 

4 May. Total 8 DD sunk. No BB, CA, CL, CV, CVL, or CVE sunk to date. 
Following ships are now non-operational as result of damage received in 
OKINAWA Operation during period 18 March to ID May. BB: NEVADA (BB 36) 

RFS at PEARL 4 June; MARYLAND (BB 46 ) now at NYPS for repairs and normal 
overhaul; IDAHO (BB 42) RFS at GUAM H May; TENNESSEE (BB 43) and WEST 
VIRGINIA (BB 48) have sustained some damage and are being repaired in 
ULITHI, RFS approximately 20 May. CA: INDIANAPOLIS (CA 35) returned 
west coast for repairs estimated completion 30 June; PENSACOLA (CA 24) 
sustained slight damage and was returned west coast for scheckiled overhaul. 
CL: BILOXI (CL 80) sustained slight damage and returned west coast for 
normal overhaul; BIRMINGHAM (CL 62) being docked GUAM, may be sent to 
PEARL for repairs. CV: INTREPID (CV 11); HANCOCK (CV 19) sustained damage 
and have been returned rear area. CVE: WAKE ISLAND (CVE 65 ) RFS GUAM 

17 May; SANGAMON (CVE 22) will be returned rear area. DD: Following 
extensively damaged have been returned rear areas: KIMBERLEY (DD 521), 
OBRiai (DD 725), MURRAY (DD 576), HYMAN (DD 732), MULLANY (DD 528 ), HOTORTH 
(DD 592), HAINSWORTH (DD TOO), GREGORY (DD 802), BENNETT (DD 473), STERETT 
(DD 407), KIDD (DD 661), FRANKS (DD 554), LAFFEY (DD 724). Following have 
sustained extensive battle damage and will be returned to PEARL or West 
Coast for repairs: NEWCOMB (DD 586), IKJRRIS (DD 417), LEUTZE (DD 481), 
PURDY (DD 734), ZELLARS (DD 777), SIGSBEE (DD 502 ), BRYANT (DD 665 ), 
ISHERWOOD (DD 520), RALPH TALBOT (DD 390), HAGGARD (DD 555), HAZELWOOD 

(DD 531) • Following have sustained some battle damage and will be repaired 
in forward areas: CASSIN YOUNG (DD 793), HALE (DD 642), HUTCHINS (DD 476), 
TWIGGS (DD 591), BENNION (DD 662), INGRAHAM (DD 694), HUDSON (DD 475), 

DALY (DD 519), STANLY (DD 478). 

10 0717 CINCPOA ADV TO CINCPOA PEARL. COMAIRPAC. CCMSERVPAC. COMGSNPOA. COMGEN- 
FMFPAC. COMFHIBSPAC ; INFO CINCAFPAC. COEINCIi, COMGEN 10. COM 3RD FLT. 

COM 5TH FLT . 

For the time being operational and logistic planning should be based on 
the following assumptions: 

A. If OLYMPIC is directed to be executed in 1945 Phase 3D of ICEBERG 
will be executed about 15 July and Phases 3C and E will be deferred 
indefinitely. 
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10 °717 CINCPOA ADV TO CINCPOA PEARL. COI.iAIRPAC. 6QMSARVPAC. ETC . (CONT'D) 

B. If LONGTCM is ordered to be executed in the late summer or early 
fall of 1945 all of Phase 3 ICEBZRG will be deferred. 

C. If neither OLYMPIC or LONGTOM are executed in 1945 Phase 3D will 
be executed about 15 July and Phase 3E will be executed about 1 Sept 

^ plus such additional minor operations in the RYUKYUS as will contribute 

to the rapidity with which the overall objective can be accomplished. 

D. Under assumption A FRICTION will be developed for temporary use 
under minimum standards and will be abandoned except for an emergency 
airfield as soon after OLYMPIC as possible. 

10 1243 ARNOLD SIGNED MARSHALL TO MACARTHUR INFO CINCPOA 30TK. DZPC0M20AF.CONGENPOA 

COMGENAAFPOA. CCTJGEN BOHCOM XXI. COHGSNFEAF. 


WARX 79979* Current 20th AF VHB program provides for 40 groups of 4 squad¬ 
rons each with 8 US FPNSIIOCTARC RAFT per squadron located 20 groups in the 
MARI .ANAS and 20 groups in the RYUKYUS. No conversion of Pacific air units 
to B29 is new contemplated in completing this program. In viev; of field 
availability dates as currently established by CINCPOA it is our plan to 
deploy to OKINAWA the 316 Wing 2 groups 15 August and 2 groups 15 September 
and to convert units in the US to permit the following readiness dates 
in the US of ground echelons: the 489 group 1 July; 1 converted group 1 
August; 2 converted groups 1 September; this completed the 2nd Wing for 
OKINAWA; 2 converted groups 1 October; 2 converted groups 1 November; 
this completes the 3rd Wing for OKINAWA; tentative availability 1st quarter 
46 in US as follows: 1 Wing 1 December; last wing 1 January; request theater 
recommendations on reception of the final 2 wings which are planned here 
to follow forward displacement of your tactical units. The build up of 
groups to 4 squadrons will be accomplished as follows: 1st 30 groups in 
program will be augmented in the theater by activating squadrons in theater 


in accordance with the follov.dng tables: 

Readiness Dates at Port of 
Date of Activation Additional personnel req'd 

Number 

20 August 45 

1 August 45 

4 

20 September 

. 1 September 

4 

20 October 

1 October 

8 

20 November 

1 November 

8 

20 December 

1 December 

6 


The last 10 groups in the program will be shipped as 4 squadron groups. 


S' 


J 


11 0245 COMGKH BONCOM XXI TO CINCPOA ADV. C0MAF20 Info DBPCCAAF20.C0N5THFLT,CTF 58-51 

X-ll-8. Subject: VLR Intentions. Pursuant to Cincpoa's oral decision of 
this date it is planned to discontinue VLR strikes against KYUSHU airfields 
effective upon completion of today's operation. All available a/c this comr- 
mand being prepared for series of maximum e ffort incendiary strikes against 
urban industrial areas of NAGOYA and TOKYO. Present weather forecast favor¬ 
able for takeoff on 13 May of initial strike of this series. 12 May will be 
required for essential maintenance on all assigned a/c and final preparatory 
measures. 

11 0815 CINCPOA ADV TO D3PC0M20AF.CG 30 COM XXI.Info CG20AF. C0M5THFLT.CTFs 51 & 58., 

My concurrence in discontinuance 20th AF strikes against KYUSHU as necessary 
to permit an incendiary strike against KA80YA in maximum strength is confirm¬ 
ed. Also in view subsequent developments concur in plan as stated in your 
110245. Will request further neutralization KYUSHU only in event OKINAWA 

situation again so requires. 
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10 1844 JOINT CHIEFS OF STAFF TO CINCPAC ADV HQ . 

The Joint Chiefs of Staff believe that your plans for OKINAWA call for 
the introduction of a P47 fighter bomb group on OKINAWA on or about May 12 
with 2 additional groups occupying IE SHIMA shortly thereafter. Para. 

Recent reports from ground commanders in EUROPE oarticularly stress 
the great advantage our ground forces there have had from the close support 
of P47 fighter bombers capable of carrying heavy bombs for the destruction 
of fortifications, artillery and concrete pillboxes, holding up our ground 
forces. This employment, all commanders attest, has saved our ground forces 
many casualties. Para. 

This experience plus the reported very heavy enemy defenses on OKINAWA 
lead the Joint Chiefs of Staff to query you as to when P47 equipped groups 
can, in view of present developments, be brought into the OKINAWA Area. Para. 

1 additional advantage of the P47 lies in its range which should permit 
groups so equipped to hammer Jap airfields in KYUSHU from which it appears 
the Japs launch much of their opposition to our ships and forces in the 
OKINAWA Area. This would release the B29s for return to their attacks on 
industrial targets and the continued destruction of key cities. Para. 

Please advise if we can be of any assistance to you in this regard 
as for example by making additional fighter bonber groups available to you. 

10 2331 CTF 58 to CTG 58.1. CTG 58.3 Info TO 58.1. TG 58.3. CINCPAC ADV.3g[C0H XXI 

C0MSU3PAC. C0W5THFLT. CTF 51. CTG 50.5. CTG 99.2. CTF 94 . 

Operation racket. TF 58 will attack KYUSHU with sweeps and strikes on 13 
and 14 May. 130500 launching position about 30-00 N 132-40 E. TG 58.1 in 
station 3* Axis 030. Radar picket group 1 DesDiv from each TG on station 
25 miles N of fleet guide. Air plan 13 May. TG 58.1 target area 1. Priority 
for sweeps. KANOYA, MIYAK0-N0J0, KOKUBU, CFIRNO. Strikes primary KANOYA and 
IZUMI altercate SAEKI and KIKUCHI. TG 58.3 during night 12-13 May maintain 
VTN hecklers over target areas 1 and 2 and VFN dawn patrol over KANOYA. 
Priority for sweeps. MIYAZAKI, KUMAMOTO, TOMITAKA, KIKUCHI. Strikes primary 
SAEKI and KIKUCHI. Altercates KANOYA and IZUME. Night 13-14 May VTN hecklers 
over target areas 1, 2 and 3. 14 May. 140500 launching point 31-30 N 

132-00 E. Target areas both TGs later. Rescue sub responsibility. TG 58.1 
station 2, 58.3 station 1. Brief all pilots on SASEBO and KURE naval bases. 

Strikes employ arming Plan 0 with 260 pounds frags on VB wing racks. Use 
selective arming on VB and VT. Recommend sweeps use arming plan Y with 260 
pound frags. Targets priorities and arming plans may be changed by TG Comdrs 
if later information makes it desirable. 

12 0700 CINCPOA ADV TO DEPC0H20TH AF. CG XXI BOMCOM INFO CG2QAF.C0M5THFLT.CTF 53.. 58 . 


My 110815 May. Change word KANOYA to read NAGOYA, 








11 0732 CINCFOA ADV TO CGF?vTPAC.GaT : ;/DA:^.COl r JI^PAC.COM: : HIBSPAC.CG10.CQLIGSNPOA.CG.UR 

FMFPAC . COMINPAC . 15C01I OCTNAWA . CQ fSERVPAC . CGAAFPOA.C0H5THPLT INTO COMNCH CNO 

ALSO TO ICGOT' ip s;?rv..CG STRm>tA,CaW35C.lRSU3Airat.ISCGM SAIPW.ISCO?' GUAM 

iscoM r./o 3TT' 17 


Construction policy is subject: Cincpoa TS serial 000490 is hereby can¬ 
celled. Those concerned will be guided by the following serials not to all 
addees or neededi 

A. Cincpoa TS serial 000953 subject Housing Policy for ICEBERG Operation. 

B. Cirtcpoa conf dispatch 290126 April. 

C. Cincpoa secret dispatch 062209 May. 

In order to provide operational airfields by dates established in Cincpoa 
TS seria^0005045 subject Airfield Development OKINAWA IsCom is authorized to 
divert Army construction materials to expedite Army air support facilities 
and similarly to divert Navy construction materials to expedite Navy air 
support facilities and to provide operational naval support shore facilities 
by 1 Nov. Cincpoa general construction standards will continue in the future 
as they have in the past. New construction policy governing Navy construction 
now under preparation. 

12 0704 CINCPOA ADV HP, TO CCfI20TH AF INFO CINCAFPAC.CINCPOA PEARL.CCMGENPOA,DEPC0M20AF 

Systematic mapping and reconnaissance photography are needed of KYUSHU and 
TOKYO PLAINS Area on HONSHU for purposes of operational planning. Carrier 
photo Hellcats are not able to perform this photography and airfield facili¬ 
ties do not at this time permit land based photo planes to operate continu¬ 
ously from OKINAWA or IWO* Para. 

In view of urgency and in accordancd with provisions of JCS 756/2 
directive and since only VLR F-13's mfaifctomgaflfafa can accomplish this photo¬ 
graphy it is recommended that consideration be given to assigning a priority 
1 to a mission for F-13s of the 20th AF for systematic vertical mapping 
photography of Cornell and Dartmouth areas of KYUSHU as outlined in ny top 
secret letter serial 000127 of 23 Jan 1945 and MacArthur's top secret dis 
050432 May. 

12 0822 C0M7THFLT TO CINCPAC ADV INFO CINCPAC PEARL.C0HSER7PAC.FBAF. CINCAFPAC . 

Preliminary reoort. Your 040244* After consultation GHQ SWPA AUAFIiVS . 

CINCAFPAC concurs. DVJ consideration has been given: 

(A) Basic Assumptions Overall Logistic Plan U.S. Navy# 

(B) Logistic problem of suoporting large aray forces involved. 

(C) Huge airfield construction effort. 

(D) Timing of the succeeding operation. 

Recommend: 

(A) Maximum use floating facilities for support of escort forces. 

(B) No onshore naval facilities at OLYMPIC for support FMF or air FMF, 

(C) Minimum onshore naval facilities which are summarized as follows: 

Fuel storage - none. 

Provisions for emergency issue only. 

Water 2,500,000 Gal/Day for amphibious craft. 

Ammunition storage - none. 

Headquarters advanced base with large communication facilities. 

Port director units. 

Harbor orotection. 

Loran Station. 

RDF stations. 

Boat pool and landing craft repair units. 
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12 1213 CIMCPAC ADV TO COH5THPLT. CTF 51, CTF 56 . 

In order that there may be no misunderstanding please acknowledge my 090302. 
12 1709 C0H5THFLT TO CIMCPAC ADV . 

Your 090302. (Acknowledgment of receipt). 

12 2151 CTF 51 to CII-JCPOA ADV . 

Your 090802 acknowledged. 

13 0008 CINCPOA ADV TO C0?i7TH?LT INFO CINCPAC PEARL. COHSERVPAC. CINCAFPAC . 

The facilities envisaged by your 120822 are inadequate. Desire your base 
plans officer available in MANILA Area 16 Hay your 120823 at which time 
tentative draft logistic annex my Joint Staff Study OLYMPIC will be furnished 
you. 

13 0034 CINCPAC ADV TO ATCCT ULITHI. If COM TDLEIAU ,CG S IRON 10. CO MATRON 1. CTG 5 8.A. 

COMWESCARSUBAREA. ISCQM GUAM. ISCOM TINIAN. ISCCK SAIPAN INFO COKIWDAREA. 

is com r.o jika. 


In view possibility attack on ULITHI PELEUU area alert conditions 
should be maintained for next 3 to 4 days. TRUK appears to be most probable 
source of flights but possibility that point of origin may be Empire using 
FORMOSA or MINAMI DAITO SHIMA as staging base should be considered. Use 
of radar deception devices may be expected with such flights. Reconnaissance 
of ULITHI and KOSSOL PASSAGE ANCHORAGE probably made by Japs on 12 May. 

This is in keeping with usual pattern and past practices. Blue MARIANAS bases 
can be reconnoitered or attacked by Jap planes flying between EMPIRE and 
TRUK or via MARCUS, 

13 0144 CINCPOA ADV TO CINCBPF INFO CINCSWPA. COHINCH. CINCPOA PEARL . 

Your 080111. You are authorized to deal direct with Australian authorities 
v — £ concerning local affairs in AUSTRALIA as matters internal to the British 

Commonwealth keeping General MacArthur and me informed as apprdpriate. 

Cominch and War Dept have concurred. 

13 0158 CCMGENPOA TO CINCPACADV INFO CINCAFPAC . 

RJ 61191. Employment of 24th Infantry your dis 090817 May is reference is 
concurred in. In view of this employment it is recommended that the 296 RCT 
which was planned for employment in FRICTION now be employed in ADJOURN. 
THKHSCJTER employment anticipated for the 296 will facilitate necessary 
training here prior to the forward area employment. 

-W'" 13 0213 CINCBPF TO CINCPAC ADV INFO CTF 57. C0H5THFLT . COMINCH . 

Your 120218. Thank you so much for your invitation but I am afraid I cannot 
manage this period due to approaching replenishment of the fleet. 

Para 2. Hope to be able to visit you a little later subject to your 
concurrence. 

Para 3* I am asking Rawlings to arrange his visit. 



,13 0405 CO''GEN TEN TO CINCPOA A"'V . 

Your 090802 received. See my DTG. (120940 ?) 
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13 1239 CINCPOA ADV TO COH3RDFLT.COM5TKFLT. COMGEN 10.CQMFHIBSPAC.C0M5THPHI3F0R 
INFO CCTaHCH. CTG 99,2 . 


Because of the severe damage being received from enemy aircraft by naval 
forces in the RYUKYUS,when the provisions of para 5 and 5 of my serial 000147 
of 21 November become effective the senior officer present of the Amphibious 
Forces, Pacific Fleet will continue to control the air defense of OKINAWA 
and the naval forces present from a command position afloat and will report 
to ComGen 10 for this purpose. When ComGen 10 is ready to assume the responsi¬ 
bility for the air defense of the forces and shipping present without this 
assistance he will so inform Cincpoa. 

13 1620 MARSHALL VO CONGENITA INFO CINCPOA BOTH. CQMGDNAAFPOA ADMIN. COMGENFEAF . 

WARX 81823* Requirements of Phase III ICEBERG except for 414th Fighter Grp 
and VHB Groups are considered as being included within the ceilings of the 
redeployment forecast referring AAFPOA ADMIN 24097 not to all addressees. 
Application must necessarily be made to CIKCAFPAC to provide the balance of 
air units required for Phase III either from those presently in SWPA or 
from those scheduled for redeployment from EUROPE, 

14 0136 CINCPAC ADV TO ATCOM ENT.TBTCK. AIRDSFCGH EKINSTOK INFC CQMF/JDAm.Cag-i ARGILS- 

SUBAREA . 

Take immediate steps to cope with Japanese air reconnaissance at ENT.VLTOK. 

Such action imminent. Poeeibility of Jap air attack against shipping ENT.VETOK 
should not be overlooked* 

• 14 0245 CINCPAC ADV TO C0K5THFLT.CTF 51.CTF 56.CG2NDMJ.RDiy INFO C0M3RDFLTJLARC0RPS . 
CCMGENFVFPAC. C0MGSN3RDPHIBC0RPS.C0}iF.TOAREA. ISCOU SAIPAN . 

Para 1* The 2nd MarDiv (less 1 RCT) is hereby detached from operational 
control ComGen 10 and is placed in area reserve under Cincpoa* 

Para 2. 1 RCT to be designated by ComGen 2ndMarDiv remains under opera¬ 
tional control ComGen 10 for employment in capture of AGUNI and IH5YI. This 
RCT will load immediately complete with personnel and be prepared to sail as 
directed by CTF 51* 

Para 3* 2nd MarDiv is designated as assault division for Phase HI-D 
ICEBERG my 060821 and will return SAIPAN when relieved at FRICTION by Army 
garrison regiment. ComGen 2nd MarDiv will report to ComGen Expeditionary 
Troops by dispatch for planning in connection with Fhase III-D. 

Para 4* ComGen 2nd MarDiv send staff representative immediately to this 
headquarters to confer connection with unloading of 2nd MarDiv (less 1 RCT). 

14 0247 CINCPAC ADV TO COMFHIBSPAC INFO CCM7THFLT.CQ17THFHIBF0R. CINCAFPAC.COMINCH. 

The training requirements envisaged by CINCSWPA 131350 are highly important 
and will require the services of a full transport squadron commencing 1 June, 

If OLYMPIC is directed in 1945 the training will be continuous and will ex¬ 
tend into a period in which Cora7thPhibFor will haveother duties. Accordingly 
desire your recommendation as to a transport squadron and also an amphibious 
group commander to perform amphibious training in the PHILIPPINES on a con¬ 
tinuing basis, 

14 0257 CINCPAC ADV TO COMINCH . 

Lt. Gardner of my staff leaves GUAM today 14 May E.Long. with copies of tenta¬ 
tive draft my Joint Staff Study naval & amphibious phases OLYMPIC for.Cominch. 
Request early advice any comments you wish to make since firm draft wi^ tjeo 
commenced immedi at.elv on return from conference at ANILA 15—17 May* 













BOTH' 

14 1014 CHQ SWPA LEYTE TO AGWAR INFO DEPCCTtAF30 GUM. CCMGENPOA.CCBCMCCM 21.CINCPOA/ . 

CX 16175. ReURad \‘K 79979 dated 10 May 1945. The date that the last 2 VHB 
Wings can be accomodated in the HYUKYUS will depend on the sate at which 
the tactical air forces are displaced forward and the availability of avia¬ 
tion engineers over and above those required for other operational commitments. 

1341 CINCPOA ADV TO CO: F/.UIR5A .COi: :.4RGILt . CO: :SC?AC. CC* tGZIPOA IIITC CIUCAFPAC.COHPICH 

CINCPOA ^eahlh5 I - 

Pursuant to a directive from the JCS it is desired to release Arny units in 
POA to CINCAF^AC as soon as the services of such units can be spared. To 
implement this directive the following procedure is prescribed in the sequence 
indicated: 

(A) As Army units become availabile for release from their respective 
areas action adees will furnish designations of units and recommend dates 
of release to ComGenPOA (Info Cincpoa both Hq). 

(B) After considering operational requirements SomGenPOA is requested 
to transmit to CINCPOA Adv Hq his recommendations on each unit. 

(C) Release to CINCAFPAC will be accomplished by CINCPOA. 

14 1602 CINCPAC ADV TO ATCOM EMIW3T0K. AI3DSFC0M ENT.VETOK. ATCOM ULITHI. COMSBRON 10. 

COMBATROH 1. CTG 58.4. CO? 7/ESCARSUBAREA . ISCOM GUAM. ISCOM TINIAN. ISCOM 

SAIPAN. ISCCH PELvLIU, INFO CCfE.^M, INCCM ISO JIHA. 

Re my Top Sec 130034 and 140136, not to all. Further evidence Japs contem¬ 
plate immediate reconnaissance of ENIYETOK, GUAM and ULITHI with blue surface 
ships orincinal objective. Main priority ULITHI. Take immediate necessary 
action. 

15 022S CINCBPF to CINCPAC BOTH HQ INFO CINCS7JPA . 

HUB IMPLACABLE who has recently arrived in AUSTRALIA will be available for 
operations during the period of the Fleet's main replenishment in June, 

Para 2. This ship is fully worked up, but requires battle experience in 
this theatre and I would like her to carry out live practices against Jan 
forces on the lines of your operation FUDDLS wherever convenient to you* 

Para 3. I would allocate a suitable escort of cruisers and destroyers from 
among the shins replenishing at MANUS. 

Para 4. Proposed target and scale of attack subject to your concurrence 
would be 2 days consecutive attack on either TRUK or RA3AUL. 

Para 5. If aporoved request suitable intelligence and target information 
may be forwarded to reach MANUS 3y 28 May. 

16 0557 CINCPOA ADV TO CINCPOA '--SARI . 

The subject is Fleet suooort for the OLYMPIC Oneration which largely will 
come from (A) MARIANAS ‘ (B) PHILIPPINES (C) THE RYUKYUS. With present as¬ 
signments of construction troops in the above areas it appears that all 
presently approved naval support facilities in A & B (less those removed for 
reallocations) will be completed. It is not however considered that more than 
the minimum facilities in cast as outlined in my Telememo 3677 of 12 May plus 
augmentation from FINK will be essentially operable by 1 Nov with present 
forces. ComServPac's 210225 of April recommends certain cancelled LEYTE facili- 
1 ties for BIVE. However due. to a diversion from BIVE of 4 of the 7 PHILIPPINES 
SeaBees it does not appear that the LEYTE facilities recommended for BIVE 
could be in operation for OLYMPIC unless, repeat unless additional construction 
troops are assigned. 




- Continued - 
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16 0557 CINCPOA ADV TO CINCPOA 1JL . (CONTINUED) 


"s XI is recommended that. ComServPac be directed to immediately review his 

overall logistics requirements giving consideration to: 

(1) BIVE augmentation from FINK. 

(2) Additional support from SUBIC BAY. 

_ (3) The extent of completion of naval facilities in the MARIANAS by 

1 November. 

(4) The reallocated components from LEXTE-SAMAR to BIVE which will not 
be completed under present construction troop deployment. 

He should recommend: 

(A) Augmentation by types of facilities, if required, giving desired 
locations. 

(B) His plan of construction troops, shipping and materials necessary 
to accomplish augmentation. 

These matters are of utmost urgency and must be expedited. ComServPac to 
advise date by which above info will be supplied* Admiril Towers concurs. 

03 0716 * f ACARTHUR TO CINCPOA ADV INFO C0:r7THFLT. COmumiB . 

(16 1744) 

CX 15379. Assistance of APAs and AKAs listed your 271135 is greatly appreci¬ 
ated. Additional APAs cannot be orofitably employed for troop/ movements 
unless used in conjunction with additional AKAs or LSTs. However it is 
planned to conduct refresher amohibious training for 8 US divisions tentatively 
selected for OLYMPIC. Completion of this program will require 3 Mobile Amphib¬ 
ious Training Units operating simultaneously. Insufficient shins are available 
to Commander 7thFlt for this purpose. Therefore it is requested that 1 
transport squadron from your command be made available to 7thFlt at SUBIC BAY 
by 1 June for use in amphibious training. Anticipate these ships will be re¬ 
quired for a minimum of approximately 4 months. 

14 2255 DSPCOMAF 20 to CINCPOA ADV. 


2576. Subject: Statement of HUE? Policy. Passed for your information is the 
following message frcm ComAf 20. 

1. Now that regular supporting operations for ICEBERG are concluded, it 
is appropriate to restate our policy governing operations. Current target 
directives remain in effect until changed as the situation requires. These 
directives will govern your normal operations. It is anticipated, however, 
that from time to time you will receive requests for missions in coordination 
with operations of other forces. Such requests will, of course be considered 
separately according to policy already established. 

2. The primary mission of the 20th AF is to complete the destruction 

of the majro aircraft production and to destroy the principal Japanese urban 
industrial areas in the shortest possible period of time. It is extremely 
important, in order to captialize on the present critical situation in JAPAN, 

'that your effort be concentrated to utmost on these targets which will contri- 
bute most to the defeat of JAPAN. 

15 0610 CINCPOA ADV TO CO*'GEN 2DM ARDIV INTO C 0 H 5 THFLT.CTF 51. CTF 56 . C0M3RDFLT. 

CGFHFPAC.CG3RDPHIBCORPS.CO!T'.'/DAREA..ISCCf.? SAIPAN. CONGENPOA. 

'w' MyDis 140245. 2nd MarDiv (less 8 th Marines Reinf.) authorized to unload at 

SAIPAN rehabilitate equipment. Be prepared to^reload and reembark for Phase 
III-D as directed by Commander Expeditionary Troops. 
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15 2056 CGUAF 20 to CG BO: UGH 21 Info Uacarthur. CL'CECA ADV. DEPCCE.fAF 20 


WARX 82567* Ref CINCPOA ADV 120704, and CINCSJITPA 16179. You are directed to 
perfom the photograpny requested by Cincpoa and concurred in by CINCAFPAC 
of the KYUSHU and TOKYO PLAINS AREA* This photography is next in priority 
to your target photography. 

15 2347 CINCPOA ADV TO COMGEN T3! INFO CE f AIRPAC.CAPSCF.COMCBNTAT RYUKYUS.ISCOM OKINAWA 

COI 0v T A3S OKINAWA. C 1 !TCP0A D E IPX. 

CoraAirPac Top Sec 022253 not to all. Request corment on following that is 
under consideration: 

(A) Retain Acorn 54 -in echelon for establishment at AiYASE. 

(B) Construct AV. r ASE 150 foot strip with hardstands for earliest opera¬ 
tion 1 VHP Group, continue construction to 300 feet and hardstands 
for 2nd VMF Group, final construction for operation of 1 VMF Group 
and carrier pool of 500 airplanes the 1st increment of 200 on 15 Oct, 

(C) Reservation of space at A.VASE for ASD and for arrival AROU on 1 Jan. 

(D) About 1 Nov mount out 1 VMF Group from AWASE for OLYMPIC and then 
increase carrier pool to 500 . 

(E) Reserve TSUGEN JIMA for additional carrier strip with no development 
at present. 

(F) Concurrence with Para {B) above cancels AGINA FIELD. 

16 0128 CINCPAC ADV TO COHSTH^IIRCORPS.CQPrPPAC INTO CO:UHIBSPAC.CGH5THFLT.C0M3FHIBF0R . 

Cam5thPhibCorps assigned duty for developing plans for LONGTQM based on Joint 
Staff Study. ComGen FMFPac lend assistance as -iracticable. Com3rdPhibFor 
coordinate development of plans. 

16 0515 COMGEN 10 to CO? .GEN 10 Rear Info CINCPAC BOTH.COMGSNPOA.COIfPillBSPAO . 

This cites G-4 Msg TA 2122 DTG 090231 not to all. Based on new estimate oos- 
sible 13,000 enemy troops on ADJOURN and latest photo interpretation ComGen 
10 recommends 1 Corps of 2 Divisions for task with 1 Div Area Reserve 
LEGUMINOUS. Scheme maneuver land 2 Divs abreast beaches TA 126812671 
3661465 . Capture dominating terrain to west. Split island at SETAKI 
TA 1662. Capture airfield destroy enemy force. Capture southern part. Esti¬ 
mated uncover dates for beaches BOMA and KETOKU G Day. SANMURA G 15. KAItETOKU 
and KAMETSU G 35* HEDONA G 15. Dates for initiating construction airfields 
Field 1 G 15. Field 2 and 3 G 30. Alternate site A and B for Field 2 G 40. 
Consider KXMETOKU KA’.fETSU and HEDONA unsuitable for handling other than small 
stores. SANMURA and KETOKU most suitable for development with estimated total 
capacity 2500 M/T day. Due to danger enemy reaction recommend shinning to 
target be limited LST and LSM or small AKs. 
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16 2139 CINCPOA PEARL TO CONG..:! 10 INFO CCltTICH E CUC. CG:G^r ? 0A.C0?i3iaV?AC.C0r_4IRPAC 
eg 'GENF? TPAC. CGAAFPOA, COilTHIBSPAC. CCTI5THFLT. GO! PLTSN. CINCPOA ADV. CO? I5THFHIBF0H 

C0?.3NPAC. CC! IGENAATPOA ADl'Z■ I, 


V 


Para 1# Cinepoa serial 000508 of 12 May subject quote Base Development 
Plan OKINAWA and IE SHIVA unquote supersedes Cinepoa serials 000221 of 10 
February 1945 and 000290 of 2 March 1945 and 000461 of 2? April 1945 and 
will take precedence over the original serial as corrected to date. In case 
of conflict Cinepoa serial 000508 will govern. 

Para 2. ZC- OBi fication of Cinepoa serial 000508 the minimum facilities 
as listed below should be essentially operable to the capacities indicated. 

(A) Air installations as established CINCPOA serial 0005045 of 28 April. 

(B) Operational FI 1 November 1945: 

(1) 100$ Joint Communications. 

(2) 80$ major and 100$ amphibious ship repair facilities. 

(3) .Naval Supply Depot with annexes 1 and l/2 million square feet 
in semi-permanent buildings, distributed approximately as 
follows: NSD proper 1,060,000 sq.ft., SPDC 100,000 sq.ft., 
ordnance spare oarts 100,000 sq. ft.. Class 16 200,000 Sq.ft., 
medical stores 40,000 sq.ft. 

(4) 5500 fleet hospital beds. 5000 Army hospital beds. 

(5) 200,000 bbls black and 30,000 bbls diesel storage capacity 
for forces afloat. 

(6) Waterfront facilities to unload 800,000 M/T of cargo per 
month. 

(7) Dockside fresh water supply 2.4 M.G.D.. 

(8) Marine Corps facilities not to exceed the continuing construc¬ 
tion capacity of 1 assigned SeaBee Bn. 

(9) 100 STD magazines and 16,000 tons outside storage for fleet 
arano and bombs. 

(10) Include such necessary facilities that are germane to the 
essential operation of the above such as administration 
installations, roads, harbor protection, etc. 

(C) The location of facilities listed under B should be such that any 

delay in the progress of the more permanent type of harbor 

development as approved in the original BDP will not interfere 

with the necessary early functioning of such facilities. 

Para 3. ComGen 10 may relocate any or all of the proposed installations 
to suit local conditions and to accelerate their early completion. 

Para 4. The pooling of materials within services to meet the above is 
approved. 

Para 5. Major diversions of materials from 1 service to another should 
only be done with CIMCFOA>s approval. 

Para 6. CIMCFOA's 000490 of 6 May 1945 subject Construction Limitations 
has been cancelled by CINCPOA ADV 110732 May. Retain airfield Specifications 
as set forth in CTNCPOA's dispatches 290126 April and 062009 May. Construction 
limitations remain the same as set forth in CINCPOA SERIAL 02018 of 20 May 
19/(4 as modified by CINCPOA's 000953 of 2 November 1944, except that the 
limiting housing policy date shall be extended to 1 October 1945* 


17 0152 CINCPAC ADV TC CTMCB-F WiW SX"CS -A. 


Your 150228. You are authorized to conduct FUDDLE Operation against TRUK at 
your discretion. Advise CINCPAC as to schedule in advance with lifeguard re¬ 
quirements if desired. Intell i gence and target information being airmailed 
from GUAM and PEARL 13 May addressed to Senior MO MINUS. 
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17 0211 CINCPOA ADV TO CO XINi GA 11770 CINCAFPAC. CITIC: OA 'ADIRL . 

UrDis 13015S. For claiming purposes concur in designation 296th RCT as 
garrison ADJOURN. 

17 0842 CIHCPOA ADV TO 001JNCH INFO CINCPOA PEARL. CINCAFPAC . /7 c><?V) ** 

Following are extracts from Memorandum Record of Principles agreed to by 
CINCAFPAC and CINCPAC at MANILA 16 May 1945 in connection OLYMPIC plans and 
preparations: 

"CINCPOA v/ill provide facilities for and will assist with all available 
means at his disposal the establishment in the HYUKYUS of such elements of 
the Far East Air Forces as are designated by CINCAFPAC in order to augment 
air action to the maximum prior t.o the OLYMPIC Operation. The operation 
of these Army Air Forces will be conducted under the control of CINCAFPAC. 

When the major portion of the 7th AF is deployed in the RYUKYUS as now planned, 
the command of that force will pass to CINCAFPAC. In case 7th AF units are 
required thereafter by CINCPOA for support of local operations, arrangements 
will be made with CINCAFPAC by dispatch. 

Para. CINCPOA will continue to nress the development of port and airdrome 
facilities, and to assist in establishing increased .Army Air Forces in the 
RYUKYUS. CINCAFPAC vdll furnish, within the limit of his capabilities, U.S, 
Array resources to assist in the deployment of additional Army Air Forces. 
Representatives of CINCAFPAC vdll inspect the present base and airfield de¬ 
velopment projects of CINCPOA and advise through CINCAFPAC of changes or 
additions desired to support the additional air elements to be installed. 

Para. Land based air forces of the Amy and of the naval service operate 
under the control of CINCAFPAC and CINCPAC respectively, except: 

(A) The 20th AF vdll operate as directed by the Joint Chiefs of Staff. 

(B) Marine air units assigned to operate with major ground elements 

of the Fleet Marine Force under Army control will likewise pass 
to the control of the .Array Commander designated by CINCAFPAC. 

(C) When the Army is responsible for the air defense of an area or 
position. Marine units engaged in such air defense vdll pass to 
the operational control of the appropriate Army Air Commander, 

Para. Each shore installation in JAPAN will be under the authority of 
either CINCAFPAC or CINCPOA depending on whether it is an Amy or Navy in¬ 
stallation. 

Para. Control of ports in JAPAN used in common will be placed under the 
authority of CINCAFPAC. 

Para. After the Commander, 7thFlt, moves his headquarters to JAPAN, the 
naval forces required in the Southwest Pacific Area will be assigned_ as a 
Task Force under the command of the Commander, Philippine Sea 'Frontier* 

15 1110 C0MGENAAF v QA TO CINC'^A ^CTH !H INFO CO* Y .PA 1EA ,I"CG: r GUAM.AAFFOA ADMIN . 

26l4. Reference Cincpoa radio 310223 March 45 to IsCom GUAM which directs 
IsCom GUAM to complete minimum operational facilities at Northwest Field GUAM 
for 2 groups of the 315 Wing on June 2 and 2 groups on July 1. Disposition 
of forces made to accomplish this included this allocation of the earth moving 
equipment of 4 SeaSee Battalions to assist the available Engr. Avn. Bns. It 
must be noted that due to former high priorities of other than VLR projects 
the beginning of effective work on this field was delayed until about April 
1. Further, the construction difficulties due to meeting hard coral requiring 
drilling and blasting in the greater part of all cuts were far worse than 
anticipated. Lack of sufficient drills until shipment recently from IW0 was 
a contributing factor. Para. 


- Continued - 
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15 H10 COHGBNAAFPOA TO CIWCPOA BOTH INFO Cg’F/D.'iPfflA.ISCOM GUAM.AAFPOA ADMIN (CONT‘D) 




Para 2. It is now apoarent that completion for June 1 will fall short of 
even minimum operational requirements. Only about l/2 the required 60 hard- 
stands will be useable the remainder of theplanes will be forces to occupy 
the south service apron to the detriment of any adequate plane servicing pro¬ 
cedure. Construction forces are so restricted that warehouses, shops and es¬ 
sential operational building vdll be largely lacking. There is grave doubt 
that the taxiway vdll be finished to allow necessary circulation of planes. 

For the July 1 date, it is apparent that sufficient hardstands and the ser¬ 
vice apron vdll not be finished on time. A similar condition as to essential 
warehouses, shops, and operational bldgs vdll exist. ’ 

Para 3« It is my opinion that although both runways vdll be operational 
by the respective dates, the usefulness of the Wing in the accelerated prog ram 
of droppimg bombs on JAPAN will be drastically reduced due to lack of the 
necessary related facilities. 

Para 4. Reference is made to current priority guide. Top Sec 5 Hay in 
which recommended priority of Northwest Field is 1.530 and many projects 
previously of higher priority and drawing large construction forces from pos¬ 
sible application to Northwest Field have been downgraded. It is understood 
that these priorities are based on findings of the Painter Board. It appears 
that by application of these priorities additional construction forces on GUAM 
could and should be made available to the VLR program. 

Para 5. By Cincpoa directive 5 Engineer Avn Bns vdll depart from GUAM 
between 20 May and 1 July. 2 are engaged on Northwest Field, 2 on North, 
priority 1.570 and also lacking certain minimum essential facilities, and 1 
on Depot construction, priority 1.630. In order to rehabilitate and load 
for movement, 1 ceased work May 7th, another May 14th. 1 vdll cease work 

May 20th, 1 June 10th and another June 15th. The period allowed is only 2 
weeks orior to depa ture date. The replacement Battalions arriving 25 May 

1 June, 18 June, 26 June and 1 July vdll require about 2 weeks to unload, 
shake down and effectively get to work. A loss of approximately 1 Bn month 
of construction effort is involved in each exchange. It is a serious disad¬ 
vantage that this movement occurs at the critical time to threaten completion 
of minimum facilities. 

Para 6. It is urgently recommended that the 4 SeaBee Bns presently engaged 
on Northwest Field on a limited objective basis or an equivalent engineering 
force be retained and their use broadened to include construction on both 
the south and north parts of the Northwest airdrome and certain essential work 
on North Field. It is also recommended that the general construction personnel 
of 1 or more of these CB Bns be removed from leaver priority work, and placed 
on Northwest Field to speed up construction of essential warehouses, shops 
and operational buildings to the limit of materials available or to be made 
available from lower priority jobs. In addition, it is recommended that the 
earth moving equipment of 1 additional Bn be placed on Northwest Field. This 
is considered essential to provide clearing of end zones and areas heeded for 

2 Bomb Groups now in place of the north side of the airdrome, the preparation 
of foundations for essential buildings and minimum road net. 




18 0005 CINCPAC ADV to CIHCAFPAC INFO COtlNCH.CINCPAC PEARL.HARCORPS.CO?IGENPOA.CGFUFPAC 

It is requested that plans for the emnloyment of troops after OLYMPIC and for 
CORONET provide for the withdrawal of the 5th FhibCorps from HYPOCRITE prior 
to or coincident with the commitment of the 3 r dPhibCorps to CORONET. This 
procedure is necessary to: 

(A) Have 1 or 2 MarUivs rehabilitating on OKINAWA at all times in order 
ensure internal security and release Army troons for employment in HP- 0CRITE, 
(3) Have 1 or 2 MarDivs in the MARIANAS preparing during CORONET for further 
naval and amnhibiqus operations which will be necessary to complete our tgnks 
in the Western Pacific. -Continued- -31 





18 0005 CINCPAC TO CIHCAFPAC INFO COMINCH. CIICPAC PEARL. NARCOKPS. ETC . (CGNT'D) 


^ (c) Avoid haying 100# of the MarDivs in action at 1 time which would 

create an undesirable and impracticable aeak of replacement and supply re¬ 
quirements at a time when ample numbers of Army Divisions should be available. 

^ 13 1210 CINCPOA ADV TO COIffOPAC INFO CBICAFPAC. C0MG5NP0A. CINCPOA PEARL Hi;, . 

CINCAFPAC 16076 of 12 May and ComGenPOA , s BJ 61223. Cincooa has no 
objection to the release of Headquarters and Headquarters Company SoPac 
Base Command for transfer to MANILA subject to the understanding that the 
senior U.S. Army officer remaining in the South Pacific reports to CornSoPac 
for purposes involved in accomplishment of missions assigned CornSoPac under 
the authority of basic directive approved by the President on March 30 1942 
and such joint logistical procedures still in effect as were established 
pursuant to the joint directive from the Chief of Staff, U.S. Army and 
Cominch forwarded by Cominch serial 1423 of 8 March 1943* 

IS 0742 CINCPOA ADV TO CIJICBP? INFO C?F 57 . 

Your 170702. TF 57 is required for further operations as early as 
practicable in July consistent with battle damage being made good. Request 
you advise date when force will be ready to leave LEYTE for future operations. 
Ity intentions for future use of TF 57 will be sent to you as early as possible. 

IS 0631 CINCPAC ADV TO COMINCH INFO CINCPAC PEARL . 

ULTRA . Cominch 151525. Captured documents and P@W information identify 18 
submarines operating in Hawaiian waters on or just prior to 7 December 1941. 
Information available on general plan of employment but details available in 
only a few cases. Information from confidential sources more complete than 
from Ultra which adds little to the general picture, 

17 0607 MARSHALL TO RICHARDSON INFO ?IAC ARTHUR. KELLS. RICHARDSON 190250 passed to 

CINCPAC BOTH. COMGEN TEN REAR FOR IITD . 

WARX 33531* Deferred is action on requests URad RJ 61269 May 14 and CP 
13436 May 11 and letter referred to therein, pending Joint Chiefs of Staff 
decision expected at an early date as to next operation. 

19 0357 RICHARDSON TO CINCPAC ADV INFO CINCAFPAC.CINCPAC J EARL.CG3C~’ACBACOH . Cff.LSOPAC . 

RJ 61628. Movement of Gen. Gilbreath and his Hdqtrs personnel from SoPac 
to MANILA was ordered by CINCAFPAC I 6076 of 121450 and ComGenPOA RJ 61223 of 
130645. 

Your I 4134 I May was received subsequent to action initiated above and es¬ 
tablished standard procedure for release of units from POA to CIHCAFPAC. Recom¬ 
mend it not be permitted to interfere v«lth the movement of Gen. Gilbreath*s 
personnel inasmuch this movement will in no way. affect the functioning of the 
W-; SoPacBaCom under Gen. Murray, the movement ordered by CIHCAFPAC is largely 

an administrative transfer of a portion of the bulk overhead allotment of 
USAFPGA rather than a transfer of units, and the movement is in process of 
accomplishment . 

Request radio concurrence earliest. 

^ 19 0327 Richardson to cincpac adv info cincpac pe^el.’.yaiiopdiv.cgcpbc.cgsfpe.cincafpac . 

RJ 61659 . As a result of action referred to in reference am obliged to ad¬ 
vise you that this Hdqtrs will be unable to logistically support operation 
LOMGTOM based on planned target date of 20 Aug. 45 as directed. Referencfis^qre: 
(A)MARX 83531,DTG 171607 ,r ay, (B) RJ 61269 DTG 140228 May. 'JU 












CIKCPOA ADV TO COEINCH INFO CIITCAFPAC. CIITCPCA PEARL. 

J’./PC 293/3 estimates, based on map studies, that TAHEGA JIM could 
support 650 aircraft located on 7 fields. Suggest this paper be restudied 
in view of Dhoto reconnaissance obtained during carrier strikes on 28 April 
and 17, IS March which reveal TAMEGA to be entirely unsuitable for air base 
development. None of the 6 possible sites suggested are suitable for develoj>- 
ment except possibly No. 4 (ARIO). These sites are covered by BUNKER HILL 
(CV 17) sorties 425 of 17 March, and 437 of 18 March and VD5 113A and 113C 
of 23 April. InterpRon 2 P I report 621 dated 9 May 45 lists complete 
coverage available. 

CIHCPQA ADV TC COEGZNFOA INFO CINCPOA PlblL.C0II5TH:HIBF0R.C0MPHIB(3tP 3. CG 2ND 

MARDIV. COHGSN TEN (BOTH HO.). 

Inquiry regarding changes in supporting troops Phase 3 D ICEBERG reference 
UrDis 170709. Request your representative confer with Gen. Lawson who has 
conferred with my staff this date. Gen. Lawson will next confer with CG 2nd 
MarDiv and reach OAHU about 20 May. After conference with him request your 
recommendations be sent CINCPAC both Hq with info to ComGen 10. 

19 180 8 CCMHICH & CHO TO CINCPAC ADV . 

Your 140257 I have no specific comments to make on tentative draft Joint Staff 
Study naval and amphibious phases OLYMPIC. Iam in general agreement with its 
provisions and with your views as expressed in your 170842 and 170341. In 
particular I agree with your remarks regarding SeaBees. However under the 
provisions of JC3 1259/4 SeaBee Bns may be provided for specific operations 
in the same manner as other naval forces and resources. This does not con¬ 
stitute "pooling". 

20 0400 CC1.131UPFLT TC CTF 51.57.58.CC BATR0N2.CG: .C :UDr75.Cl?:iN AC.CTG50.5.50.7.50.3. 

5Q.9.ANEIO.CC BATR011.I.*ISS0U'.l.C0-!2i'roCAITF INFO CINCPAC BOTH.CO: SERVPAC. 

CO! tAIRPAC, COMSUBPAC , COME !CH , CINCSV7P, CC?7TH?LT, COHGJ! 10 , COM?. LAREA, DEPC0I.I20THAF 
'5T1 LIT .-- 


20 0209 










20 0704 
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This is Com3rdFlt OpFlan 3-45* UKSK 

A. Task Group 30.1 - Fleet Flagship Group, Capt*. Ifurray. 

US SOUTH plus escorts as assigned. 

B. Task Group 30.5 - Search and Reconnaissance Group. RAdm Price. 

FAW 1. 

C. TAsk Group 30.6 - Anti-submarine Group A. Capt. Montgomery. 

ANZIO, CortDiv 72 less LERAY, ./ILSON. 

D. Task Grouo 30.7 - Anti-submarine Group B. Capt. Davis. 

TULAGI, CortDiv 70 less GILLIGAN and GRADY. 

E. Task Group 30.8 - Logistic Support Grouu. RAdm Beary. 

Seron 6 with units as currently assigned *>lus CortDiv 64 less 
0« FLAHERTY and J C 3UTLZRX 

F. Task Group 30.9 - Base Service Group. Commo. Carter. 

SeRon 10 with units as currently assigned. 

G. Task Force 31, 5th Amphibious Force. VAdm Hill. 

Units as currently assigned. 

1. TF 32 - Gunfire & Covering Force. RAdm Smith. 

Units as currently assigned. 

H. Task Force 34 - Heavy Surface Striking Force. VAdm. Lee. 

Formed only when specifically directed. 
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20 0400 con 3 hdflt cfflan 3-45 
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I. Task Force 35 - Light Surface Striking Force. 

Formed only when specifically directed. 

J. Task Force 37 - British Carrier Task Force. VAdm Rawlings HU. 

Units as assigned by CinCBPF. 

K. Task Force 3° - Fast Carrier Task Force. VAdm Mitscher (VAdm 'cCain 

when later directed by Com3rdFlt). 

Units as currently assigned. 

L. Task Force 39 - Mine Flotilla. RAdm Sharp. 

Units as assigned by later dispatch. 


Strategic Air Force, SubsPac, NorPacFor, UarGilFor, Marianas Forces 
carrying out tasks assigned by CINCPOA in furtherance of general task 
CINCPGA OPPLAN 4-45. So'JesPac Forces -while completing occupation of 
HIIUPPL:AS and conducting other operations in SWPA support this 
operation by maintaining searches over SOUTH CHINA SEA and FOR' I0SA Area 
and neutralization of airfields in FOfilOSA. 

Assumption: That capture of OKINAWA is assured or has been substantially 
• completed. 

Para. This fleet will attack Japanese naval and air forces, shipping, ship¬ 
yards and coastal objectives, cover and support KYUKYUS forces and protect 
sea and air communications along Central Pacific Axis in order to lower 
Japanese ability and will to resist. 

p ara. A. TG 30.1,Flt Flagship Grp operate as directed by Con3rdFlt. 

B. TG 30.5, Search & Reconn Grp. continue missions as now 
assigned by Com5thFlt. 

C. & D. TC-s 30.6 & 30.7, Anti-Sub Grps conduct intensive anti¬ 
submarine warfare as separately directed. 

E. TG 30.3, Logistic Support Grp. provide logistic support for 
3rdFlt in accordance separate instructions. 

F. TG 30.9, Base Service Grp - Provide maximum logistic and re¬ 
pair services to all fleet units at all advance bases. Serve 
as administrative S0PA at all advance bases when Con3rdFlt 
is present and when requested by any subordinate 3rdFlt com¬ 
mander who may be SOP A. 

G. TF 31, 5thPhibFor - Cover and support RYUKYUS forces and con¬ 
duct offensive amphibious operations as separately directed. 
Control air defense OKINAWA and naval forces present as 
directed by ComGen 10. 

1. TF 32, Gunfire & Covering Force - Provide fire support 
for RYUKYUS forces as directed by CTF 31. 

H. - I. TF’s 34 & 35 - He-vy and Light Surface Striking Forces. 
Attack eneiry naval forces shipping or shore inst all-'tions 
when specifically directed. 

J.-K. TF’s 37 & 38 - CarTaskForces - Attack enemy naval and air 
forces shipping shipyards and coastal objectives as separately 
directed. 

L. TF 39 - Mine Flot - Conduct mine sweeping and offensive mining 
' operations as separately directed. 

1. Maintain and extend unremitting military pressure against JAPAN. 
Effect maximum attrition to eneny air, ground and naval forces merchant 
shipping and industrial capacity by all possiDle means. 

2. Make Preparations for the capture of additional positions as may be 
directed by CINCPOA. 

3. The operating zones, bombing and attack restrictions are prescribed 
in CINCPOA Standard Operating Procudure S0P-1 and current addenda and CINP0A 
Zone Notices. Air Sea rescue procedure is nrescribed in CINCPOA Standard 

- Continued - 31 3 1 





20 0400 COM3 DFLT TC MULAMPL ] - CPPL.M 3-45—201 MI;.UP . 

Operating Procedure S0P-2A. 

4. Public Relations will conform to Annex F of CINCPOA OpPlan 14-44 
except that assignment of correspondents, photographers, and public rela¬ 
tions personnel vdLU be made separately. 

5. Boundaries of command areas and command relations are described in 
Annex A CINCPOA OP PLAN 4—45 not to all. These area boimdaries are shown 
in Bart I Com3rdFlt Standard Instructions. 

6. This Plan will be made effective by dispatch. 

Para. Logistics in accordance with PacFlt Logistic Flan (Annex C amended 
to CINCPOA CP PLAN 14-44) and Part II 3RDFLT Standard Instructions. Fleet 
ServPlans for the replenishment at sea by separate dispatch. 

Para. Communications in accordance with USF 70A and Cent Com 2 until 
suoerseded by PAC 70-B. Use zone Z (GCT) time in DTG of all communications 
except visual signals to or within ground forces. Use I(-9) time at sea 
and local time in bases unless otherwise directed. Com3rdFlt Standard In¬ 
structions to be distributed by mail are effective when this plan is placed 
in effect. Com3rdFlt in MISSOURI normally with TF 38. 

20 0912 ilACAATI-m TO CO IJN/CL ;?C CL'CACA ADV . 

CX 16609. Ref your RJ 61604 dated 13 ’lay. Present plan for OLYMPIC is 
to augment the organic corps artillery of each corps with heavy field artil¬ 
lery group. Tentatively set up to reinforce 5thFhibCorps is 1 Hq & Hq Btry 
FA GP 2 FA Bns 155 How now in II AM All plus the 1 FA Bn 8 inch Hot ReCuRad 
CS 16196 dated 14 May. 9th Corps organic artillery to consist of Hq & Hq , 

Btry Corps Artillery and Observation Bn now in HAWAII 2 Bns 155 Hot set up 
for shipment to ACCUMULATION and 1 Bn 155 Gun now in 3UNKH0US2. Reinforcing 
artillery for 9th Corps to consist of 1 Hq 2c Hq FA GP and 1 FA Bn 240 How 
now in HAWAII 1 FA in 155 Gun and 1 FA Bn 8 inch Hot destined for ACCUMU¬ 
LATION. This confirms destination MAISTR0 for 1 FA Bn 3 inch Hot being 
shipped on June priority list. 

21 0148 CIUCXA ADV TC CCAR'MC IMP GC CMMORPAC . 

In view of changing situation in SV7PA and NorPac and of current diffi¬ 
culties with Harpoon and Ventura availability am considering recommendation 
to Cominch for: 

A. Transfer of 2 VPB(ML) Sqs now remaining in 7thFlt to PacFlt as 
necessary to maintain present scheduled availability of VFB(ML) Sqs in CenFac. 

B, Transfer as soon as practicable of 2 of 6 VPB(HL) Sqs now in 7thFlt 
to NorPac to be followed by 1st 2 of 5 Sqs referred to in CIJO 131329* 

Para. From information available here 4 VFB(IIL) Sqs 4 VFB(MS) Sqs 
and 2 VPB(MS) Armhib Sqs should meet 'emianerrt requirements FhilSeaFron. 
Request detailed recommendations covering specific squadrons involved ro¬ 
tation VPB(HL) Sqs in NorPac and deferment of availability of additional 
VPB(ML) Sqs for equipment with Harpoons. 

Para. Info Adees comment at discretion. 








/~s 





21 0300 CGUSFCT TO IfeijbOS FOR JCS IIIFC CG- Am.CIIJC,\F?Ag.CE?CPOA.CGtJSFIj 3 T.CGlLAF.GCmtI- 
FCT • 


GFBX 37731. Since dispatch of my CF3X 36605 , 1 3.lay direct arrangements for 
increased air assistance to CHIBA Theater by FBAF, as authorized in WARX 
Q3426 a have been completed. Agreement reached by CHINA Theater representa¬ 
tives in consultation with FEAF, GH , SWPA and CINCPOA at conferences in 
MANILA 14-16 May sets forth following air coo.aeration against target areas 
in CHIBA. Agreement follows: 







A 






v* 


Allied Air Forces are free to strike targets in I13D0-CHINA and t’nat part 
of SE CHIIIA bounded on north by YANGTZE RIVER VALLEY and on west by eneny 
lines of communication from HANKG'/ south thru HENGYANG, KWEIUN and NATIUNG 
to IL\NCI (both boundaries inclusive) and parts of this area are occupied by 
friendly forces, as shorn by maps furnished Allied Air Forces and by data 
supplied from time to time by CHINA Theater through headquai’ters S77FA. 

Para. Matter of restrictions on bombing of HONGKONG-CANTON .Area will be 
clarified by USFCT vfithout delay. 

Para. Under '.resent condition Allied Air forces will conduct operations 
against CKIH Theater targets generally as follows: 

HTstr ikes against shipping in harbors and coastal waters TAT SOUTH 
East CHINA and DIDO-CHINA as profitable targets are presented and as AAF 
capabilities permit. Water targets off the Coast CHINA north of FOOCHOW 
will not be attaclced by AAF. Prior to initiation of oorations involv¬ 
ing attack of targets in harbors or on land north of FOOCHOW which may 
require AAF aircraft to fly over the water areas north of FOOCIIGV, 
clearance must be obtained from CINCPOA. Direct communication is authorized 
between AAF and CINCPOA to obtain such clearance. 

(2) Strikes against IIIDC CHINA coastal lines of communication from 
HANOI to SAIGON as profitable targets are presented and as AAF capabilities 
permit. 

(3) Approximately 2 M2B heavy bomber sorties each nite against targets 

in HONGKONG CANTON Area and in SHAIIC2-L4I-N.ANKIHG Area inter¬ 

mittently as permitted lay ’weather, the tactical situation, and by the 
availability of aircraft not committed to SWPA operations of higher 
priority. 

(4) Medium bomber and fighter sweeps along the enemy occupied river, 
road and rail corridors extending west, north and east respectively from 
CANTON as permitted by ’weather and the availability of aircraft not com¬ 
mitted to operations of SWPA of higher priority. 

(5) AAF consider KANEOJ Area be’rond radius of profitable heavy bomber 
(or other) operations from FfflUPPINES b ses unless staging and refueling 
are made operationally available in SOUTH HAST CHINA by CHI33A The? ter. 

Para. The CHINA Theater will KUSP provide AAF current weather, target 

intelligence, communications and other pertinent operational data. 

Para. ConHnunications relating to weather, target intelligence and coordi¬ 
nation of operations are authorized direct between AAF SWPA and 14AF CHINA 
Theater with information copies to respective Theater Kdqtrs. AAF ’.“111 notify 
CHINA Theater Air Forces (14AF) prior to dispatching combat missions against 
targets in CHINA Theater. Channels for such communications will be as indicated 
in preceding ^ara. 

Para. Reports of results of Allied Air Force operations against targets in 
CHINA will be announced in messages to CHINA Theater air forces (14 AF), infor¬ 
mation copy to Hdcjtrs CHINA Theater. 

Para. Mining operations in eastern YANGTZE RIVER Area, feeyond reach of S.'TPJ 
aircraft. These operations can be undertaken by CINCPOA if PBY or other search 
squadrons, which can relieve GL'C GA squa rons irom other duties, can be Liade 
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21 °300 cousfct to x.:, jcs 1 : 7 c -ji; o,e ,c. etc (cont'd) 

available to CIIJCPOA 03 ' CINCSftFA. Agreement Ends. 

Air strikes by FEAF against targets along the CHINA and FRENCH INDG CIUHA 
Coast already has been mutually beneficial to SV/PA and CHINA Theaters. Further 
impact against m a in l and target areas by the Combined efforts of Chennault's 
and Kenney's air forces vd.ll deny further freedom of action to Japanese south 
of YANGTZE RIVER which should eventually seriously reduce their offensive 
capabilities; thereby affording precious time for CARBONADG operations. 

In consonance with agreement reached at MANILA* I have lifted all restrict¬ 
ions on targets in CHINA within bombing range of AAF operating frcm SWPA bases 
to give Kenney the latitude needed for maximum air effort against SOUTHEAST 
CHINA. 

In view of current preparations for operations against JAPAN explained 
in NARX 33426, which virtually eliminates all possibility of a CHINA Coast 
lodgement by US forces from the Pacific, concept for operation CARBONADO 
remains unaltered. le will continue to exert our all-out efforts toward 
securing a '■ort to vitalize the under nourished Chinese military potential 
and thereby insuring the means for ultimate expulsion of enemy frcm CHINA. 

(This disuatch was delivered by hand by R.Adm. Pennoyer on 22 May 1945) 

11 0330 C0HAIR7THFLT TO 00L7THFLT . 

This is top secret. Refer CINCPOA ADV 030902. Patrol squadrons of air¬ 
craft 7thFlt can be released to PDA as follows: 

1 FBY-5A squadron when VPB 53 is relieved in NorSols by New Zealand 
landcats and becomes available for operations in the FHIUPFIKE Area. This 
date indefinite but expected during late May. 1 FBM squadron during June 
when Blackcat operations from LINGAYEN along CHINA Coast which are becoming 
unprofitable can be terminated. 1 Ventura squadron on 1 July after comple¬ 
tion of OBOE 6 when there will no longer be any profitable employment for 
Venturas now based at PUERTO PRINCESSA. The release of the above squadrons 
is predicated on retention in SWPA of 6 PB4Y squadrons. 3 PBM squadrons. 

1 PBY-5A squadron and 1 Ventura squadron. 5 of the PB4Y are now present 

and the 6 th FB4Y squadron is due this month. Squadrons will then be deployed 
as follows: CLARK 2 FB4Y squadrons. MINDORO 2 PB4Y squadrons. PUERTO PRINCESSA 

2 PB4Y squadrons. These squadrons required for regular search coverage. 
Mariners 1 squadron for air sea rescue. 1 squadron for operations in BORNEO 
Area. 1 squadron for ASW duty v«ith PhilSeaFron. Landcats 1 squadron for air 
sea rescue and utility based at PALAWAN and SA1AR. Venturas 1 squadron for 
ASW with PhilSeaFron based at SAMAR. Above deployment based on understanding 
that no more than one Mariner Squadron will be required for operations in 
BORNRO-NEI Area. Request your concurrence in order enable me to inform 
COMAAF and CINCSV/PA of the above orior to conference regarding operations 
against CHINA Targets to be held at GHQ 13 May. If you concur recommenda¬ 
tions regarding release of tenders will follow. 
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22 0810 MACARTHUR 10 dHCPOA BOTH INFO CO GENRGA.CC?!AAF.CGUSAFFE.CGUSASOS.CQIOTKARMY 

CX-I 6766 . This radio is in 4 parts. 

Part 1: In furtherance of the recent agreement between CINCAFPAC and 
CINCPAC relative to the installation of Army FK forces in BUNKHQUSE, ar¬ 
rangements have been made with the bar Department to send from redeployment 
in EUROPE, to arrive about 1 August a considerable number of service units 
among which are 3 General Service Regiments, and 1 Construction Battalion 
for LEGUMINOUS, 3 General Service Regiments for FRICTION and 2 General 
Service Regiments for INDISPENSABLE. 

Part 2: In addition to the above there will be dispatched to LEGUMINOUS 
the 1392 Engineer Aviation Battalion now loading. KOLLANDIA and the 1873 
Engineer Aviation Battalion now enroute to LEYTE ETA 27 May* These units 
will move on SAP LST's, ETA LEGUMINOUS will be given later. 

Part 3: In addition there is now at LEYTE ready for shipment the 372 
and 1906 Engineer Aviation Battalions and Headquarters and Headquarters 
Company 1113 Engineer Construction Group. Query can you furnish transpor¬ 
tation for these units. 

Part 4: For administrative convenience the units indicated in Parts 
2 and 3 will be assigned to Far East Air Forces and will upon arrival 
LEGUMINOUS pass to your temporary operational control during the oeriod 
of work at LEGUMINOUS. They will be moved forward to DIABOLIC upon the 
initiation of that o.re rat ion. 

21 0114 MACARTHUR TC CINCPAC APV INFO C CF 3 ..-Li DEFT . 

CX 16657. Joint Staff Study Preliminary Draft of OLYMPIC Naval and 
Amphibious operations contains some features which apnear to require clari¬ 
fication. The following ASE IN are included in this 7 part radiogram. 

Part 1: There are a number of differences in the concept of land opera¬ 
tions. Your page MLALND Appendix A. Over the concept which was outlined 
to you during recent conferences. Without going into detail which I hope 
to furnish you shortly in the form of a written plan. The following is 
outlined for your information. Total for the operation. 14 Divisions and 
1 Regimental Combat Team, 12 Divisions and 1 Regimental Combat Team to be 
mounted in assault. 1 Division plus 1 Regimental Combat Team of the above 
available for preliminary operations. The main landings to be 3 simultaneous 
Corps landings on the East, Southeast and best coasts. A Corps of 2 Divi¬ 
sions to be in floating reserve and 1 InfDiv and 1 Airborne Div as follcrw-up. 
40th Div fran TRAGEDY ?nd 153th RCT from 7HIT&7ASH constitute the force for 
preliminary operations. 14th Cor ^s with 25th and 33rd Divs from WHITE/ASH 
and 41st Div from FORERUN:!ER assaults East coast. 11th Corps with 1st 
Cavalry Div and 43rd Div from i HITE.7ASH and Americal Div from OXYGEN ef¬ 
fects SE coast landing. The 5thPhibCorps makes west coast landing. The 
9th Coros with the 93th Div frcm MANHOLE and olst Div from ACCUMULATION is 
in the reserve afloat. 77th Div from LEGUMINOUS and the 11th Airborne Div 
from WHITEWASH follow-up echelon. 

Part 2: On Page 6 it is indicated tliat the Amy Air Forces operating 
in the ^OA would be subject to measures of coordination CIMCP0A found neces¬ 
sary including air traffic control. The agency which is to execute his 
traffic control is not stated. As applied to the CROC air forces in BUNK- 
HOUSE it is believed tliat at some stage of the build-up it would be advisable 
to assign this duty to the Army Air Force Commander since his force will 
probably be the larger and his missions of primary interest. It is sug¬ 
gested however that this factor does not need settlement at this time or 
definition in advance but irobably should be left to commanders.on the 
spot for local arrangement. 
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21 0114 HACARTHUR TO CINCPAC ADV BIFO C OF S './Alt DEPT . (CONTINUED) 

Part 3: On page 6 and again on rage 23 there is a strong indication 
that the mission of attack on hostile shipping is given solely to fleet 
aircraft based in BUNKHOUSL. The Array Air Forces which are to be displaced 
to BUNKHOUSE contain types of planes ideally suited to the attack of ship¬ 
ping. Especially merchant shipping. Both during daylight hours a nd at night 
The aviators have had careful training and much experience in this type of 
operation. Attack on shipping with the objective of interrupting hostile 
efforts to move resources into or out of K0NKE3CHJZZLE is intimately con¬ 
nected with the land campaign and the Army Air Force mission will include 
this task. Coordination can be obtained locally in BUNKHOUSE. 

Part 4: Page 23 indicates that the 1st HarAirV/ing will be attached 
initially to the 5th?hibCorps. ./hen questioned on this subject Admiral 
Sherman indicated that this would not restrict CINCAFPAC reassigning this 
unit to a centralized air control if he so desired. Request confirmation 
of this understanding. 

Part 5: Page 36 indicates that CINCPAC assumes responsibility for sup¬ 
ply of all bulk Class 3 products for all forces in the operation. It is 
understood that a study of this matter is now in progress in '.Washington. 
Therefore, the statement is but noted at this time with the suggestion 
that discussion be deferred pending determination of the results of the 
'./ashington conference. 

Part 6: Page 11 indicates that control of the Army Air Forces will 
pass at a time mutually agreed upon by ComPhibsPac and the Amy Air Force 
Commander. It is believed that it would be advisable that this time be 
arranged directly between CINCAFPAC and CINCPAC, 

Part 7: There are numerous questions, mostly of omission in the elan, 
relating to the control and coordination of signal communications. These 
relate to the supply of naval signal communication equipment for shore in¬ 
stallations. Responsibility for installation and the assistance to be ex¬ 
pected from Army construction agencies. Responsibility for installation 
of radar facilities, etc. Such matters eventually must be agreed upon, 
but it is assumed that they will be subjects of further detailed staff 
conferences and therefore are not cited in detail here. 





30 0015 COllIORPAC TO CTF 92.90.91 Info DE WTE,/A. J JDESDIV11A.GIMG PAC BOTH. 
G0MSU3PAC ( BOTH). CCIFAI 1,,'IHG FOU!u 


This is ComNorkac OpOrd 4-4-5. Task Crganization: 

A. TF 90 - Air Forces - Haj.Gen. Johnson. 

404th BomSqdn - 12 B-24s 

77th BomSqdn - 16 B-25s 

IS, 54th and 344th FiteRons - 75 F-3Ss . 

FairWing 4-24 Venturas. 

B. TF 91 - AlSeaFron Forces - RAdm food. 

C. TF 92 - Surface Striking Force - Capt. Thompson 
CruDiv , DesRon 114, ATR 32. 

1. General situation: Japanese shipping OKHOTSK SEA Tri.ll increase as 
ice fields clear. Enecy forces: Estimated that in the Northern and Central 
KURILES enemy has only miscellaneous picket boats, excort vessels, merchant 
shipping and not more than 20 planes all types. 

Own Forces: Friendly submarines are operating North Pacific Area. 
CINCPAC SOP-1 and Addendum 8 thereto effective* 

Neutral Forces: Info Soviet shipping OKHOTSK SEA given my OpOrd. 

2-45. Visual communications neutral shipping accordance Hydrographic Office 
publication 87. 

2. Mission: This force will destroy enemy shipping in the OKHOTSK SEA 
and North Pacific Ocean Areas to the limit of its capabilities in order to 
damage the enemy and harass him to the maximum possible. 

3. Tasks: 

A. Air Force: As directed or when enemy shipping is located conduct 
strikes against enemy shipping in the PjlIAMUSJIIRO-SIII'USHU Area 
or EATSUVJA Area. 

B. AlSeaFron forces provide tanker MASSACRE BAY. 

C. Surface Striking Force when directed intercept and destroy 
enemy shipping. Utilize services ATR 32 at discretion. 

Para. For Air-Sea rescue operations Para 1 Annex E my OpPlan 1-45 apply. 
This CpOrd effective 12 hours W (/ 10) April 30th. 

4. Logistic support available ATT’U. 

5. Communications accordance USF 70A (NorPacSupp) . Rendezvous MASSACRE 
BAY. US 'it tine (/10) . ComMorPac at ADAK. 

22 1530 MIC ARTHUR TO CIHCPAC ADV INFO CGHINCH M! ARCQRPS. CGFHFPAC. CGPOA. C U'JCPAG PEARL . 

CX 16812. Your 180005. Agree to removal Marine Corps from DIABOLIC replacing 
same with the 2 garrison divisions from US now scheduled for CenPac. 1st 2 
Marine Divisions to come out prior to CORONET (Approximately by X plus 90) 
and remaining division to be removed in accordance with the then existing 
situation. 


23 0213 CIMCFOA ADV TO CTUAFPAC INFO CO?INCH . 






Your CX 16657 DTG 21011/;.. Concerning Part 1 see parenthetical note at 
top of Page 14 my preliminary draft OLYTTC. As therein stated ny Appendix A 
in connection ground forces was included for orientation only and on re¬ 
ceipt your plan './ill be amended to conform thereto. 

Para. Concerning Part 2 agree that it is not necessary for me to designate 
now the officer who will be my representative for coordinating local air 
traffic control. You may be assured that he will be a competent senior 
flying officer. 

Concerning Part 3 I expect to employ carrier forces light naval surface, 
forces submarines and shore based aircraft to complete the task of destroying 
enemv naval f° rces and shipping. Their basic coordination will be effected 

- Continued - 3 1 3 ^ 







23 0213 

CINCPOA ADV TO CINCAFPAC IIJFO COMINCH (CONTINUED) 


from my headquarters with additional coordination by designated commanders 
in the operating area. There is no objection to the participation of Arty 
.Air Forces in operations against naval forces and shipping providing that 
the necessary coordination is effected but I strongly recommend that the Arcy 
Air Forces deployed in the RYUKYUS be selected for their suitability for 
attack on objectives in JAPAN in direct preparation for the land campaign 
as envisaged in our earlier discussions of action required to create the 
conditions most favorable to the success of OLYMPIC. This task is by no means 
as well in hand as is the destruction of enemy naval forces and shipping. 

Tfhich has reached an advanced stage. 

Concerning Part 4 the 1st Marine Air Jing is attached to the 5thPhibCorps 
to assist in providing the direct air support which is requisite in opera¬ 
tions of the character of those in prospect. I would expect the .Array commander 
in the exercise of his authority and responsibility to employ the Marine 
ground and air units in the manner which in his opinion would contribute 
most to the success of the operation using Marine aircraft to support Marine 
ground troo is in cases where other considerations are not in his opinion 
more important. 

Concur in your Part 5. 

Concerning Part 6 will propose new draft v/hich will require CoraPhibsPac 
and Army Air Commander to recommend and CINCAFPAC and CINCPAC to decide time 
control is to be passed. 

Concerning Part 7 draft of communication annex tail be prepared to imple¬ 
ment basic concepts on which we have agreed and will be ready for next 
conference. Detailed discussion follows in separate dispatch. 

23 0215 

CINCPOA ADV TO COHTNCH. 

1. Request reconsideration of your 211315. The ships involved will for 
the most virt be carriers and destroyers which have recently completed 
overhaul and are badly needed in the combat area or will be escort carriers 
engaged in training much needed replacements. At this particular time the 
shi is cannot be spared without adverse effect on' actual combat operations. 

2. An inherent feature of FIRSBREAK was the expedited departure of ships 
preparing for sea. Because of the difficult labor situation I propose to 
direct that if ordered the exercise shall be conducted without any inter¬ 
ference with Navy Yard or supply base schedules or any other effect on the 
civilian labor situation. 

23 0559 

CINCPOA ADV TO COKC-EN TEN INFO CONG I! AAFPOA.ISCCM OKIHA'7.1. CINCPOA PEARL. 

Submit to me your co;nment on ComGenAAFPOA 210635. 

23 0849 

CINCPOA ADV TO C0MINCH INFO CINCAFPAC. 

-w-n 

Reply to JCS MARX S6l60 DTG follows: Owing to the character of the war 
in the P0A which has been primarily naval amphibious and aerial the employ¬ 
ment of the agencies of the Office of Strategic Servides in the F0A has been 
very limited. The minor services rendered could have been rendered equally 


effectively by appropriate agencies of the war & Navy Depts. 

Although the OSS has been anxious to assist and cooperate it is ray consider 
ed opinion that better results would have been obtained and can be obtained 
in the future if the missions now assigned to the OSS are reassigned to the 

7ar and Navy Departments insofar as the K)A are concerned. 

I have no adequate basis for comment on the need for the OSS in land 

campaigns in large land masses. 

o loo 








23 0353 CINCPOA ADY TO CEiCARPAC INFO CC8IENGH 






Preliminary reply to Part 7 UrDis 210114 (CX 16657). Submitted for 
your consideration are following proposals frith respect to general alloca¬ 
tion of responsibilities for provision of cormunication facilities and 
service. The term Communication Flan as used herein embraces both operational 
and logistical aspects. 

Subject amphibious phase communication plan. For amphibious phase of 
operations an overall araohibious communication flan extending through the 
landing ohase until CINCAFFAC takes charge on shore. To be prepared under 
direction of ClilCPAC. For this purpose direct communication between certain 
Army and Navy commanders concerned (especially Cor.iphibsPac & CG 6th Amy) 
will be essential. 

Subject communication olan for land campaign. Propose CINCAFFAC prepare 
an overall communication flan including shore based naval forces. Naval and 
Marine aircraft. Army ground and Army air forces. 

Subject responsibility for providing facilities. Consider generally that 
the using service should supply necessary facilities with certain exceptions 
especially where one service may more efficiently provide for both services 
such for examele as the outside wire plant and airways facilities by Array 
and ship-shore communications by Navy. 

A. CINCPAC to assume responsibility for communications facilities 
required to support naval forces and naval operations except as noted 
below. . 

B. CINCAFFAC to assume responsibility for following communications 
ashore in addition to facilities normally required for support of Amy 
forces and operations. 

1. Airways communications, radio aids to aerial navigation 
except Loran, airport control comnunications and 'procedures, ex¬ 
cept Navy to furnish facilities for Navy and/or Marine airfield 
control. 

2* Organisation of integrated area aorwarning and fighter direc¬ 
tion system.. Note that on Page 84 of Appendix E NySer 0005053 of 
13 May 2 Marine Air "Earning Squadrons are contemplated. These 
might be employed as part of radar system with siting such that 
fighter direction personnel will control air defense sector in 
which YMF normally operate. 

3. Installation military wire system to be by Army. Reference is 
para 2(F) of CINCPOA Conf. Ser. llCL-45. Normally advance base 
wire installations in P0A have been thus accomplished. Request 
CINCAFFAC continue this procedure to avoid duplication in material 
planning and procurement and in training of personnel* Present 
policy of .Amy assuming general responsibility for land line con¬ 
struction and operation of major central offices has been notably 
successful in P0A. 

C. Joint Communications to be employed to that extent which will ef¬ 
fectively satisfy the operational needs of the various commands involved 
in order to effect obvious economies. 

Para 5. Subject is responsibility for installation of radar facilities. 

A. Surface search radar for harbor defense will be provided by Navy 
as part of the harbor defense organization. 

B» Airwarning and fighter direction radar has been treated above. It 
will require consideration in conference especially to insure adequate 
shore based radar and fighter director units during early phases of land¬ 
ings. 

C. Gun and SL control radar are integral with artillery units and 
control is a ohase of overall command of the defense organization. To 
facilitate action prefer hereafter to keep separate our messages on radar 
and those on communications. - Continued - 3J 3 ° 
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23 0353 cincfoa adv ?o jr~c-.’ ..o info cominch .Ccoctiitubd) 

6. Request cam..lent on foregoing in order to establish basis for further 
agreements and planning. Particularly desire your proposals on any other 
communications subjects considered essential. ith agreement on general 
principles details to be determined in conferences Particularly the coordi¬ 
nation and continuity required for the communication plans for the amphib 
phase and the subsequent land operations. 

24 0255 CINCPOA ADV TO CTF 93 INFC CTF 94. Cu -31DFLT . 

My OpPlan 4-45* CTF 93 assigned responsibility neutralization MARCUS 
and enemy held bases in 30NINS as well as responsibilities assigned in 
Sub-paragraph 3(e)* 

24 0258 CIHC?AC ADV TO CCN5TKFLT II PC 001G-I? 10. CTG 99.2 . 

Assume that TG 99*2 will make maximum effort against enemy air in 
KYUSHU a,B best counter to disrupt enemy forces nan forming up to attack 
your forces. 

24 0558 CIIIC PC A ADV TO CINCiXA HARI BTC CIKC.J: AC.0i:GgrOA.CaUFiX)A.CGFBA? . 

Dates given in ComGenPOA RJ 61966 for arrival fighter groups are not 
in accord concept my 100717 which contemplates that FRICTION will be de¬ 
veloped for temporary use under minimum standards to support OLYMPIC. Air¬ 
field development must be such as to accomodate 3 Fighter Bomber Groups 
by 15 October. Revised Base Development Directive in preparation. 

24 1257 cihcpqa adv to ciiicatpac IHFO ccNirqi . 

I am not aware of the basic differences in connection with responsibilities 
and command structure referred to in your CX 16898 since they did not become 
apparent in our recent conference. Request that I be furnished specific in¬ 
formation. 

I consider that any basic differences should be resolved without delay 
and before any conferences take place on lewer command levels or on staff 
levels. I therefore urge an early conference and hope that you will find it 
feasible to visit ny headquarters for that purpose. 

24 0518 CIRCS’PA TO CI? T C ’AC ADV IN.-D C CF 'A'. DINT FCR GUN. ! 'ARSNALL . 

CX 16898. Further to my CX 16657 , 20 May, the completed study of CINCPAC 
OLYMPIC PLAN develops a number of basic differences in interpretation of 
intent of present planning directives relating to responsibilities and com¬ 
mand structure over those held here. These vd.ll not be cited in detail now 
since it is not believed that they can be adequately covered by radio nor 
advantageously settled until an operational directive has been received from 
the Joint Chiefs of Staff. In the meantime, the many other details of plan¬ 
ning and coordination my proceed. 
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24 2237 JCINT CUT JS ,.7 STAFF Tl Cli :C.TF AC ~7C Cli'O. AG ADV. 


WARX 37435. Directive to CINCAFPAC in ".TAR 62773 and VTAR 62774 both 
dated 3 April 1945 to make plans and preparations for campaign in JAP AIT is 
reference. 

Para 2. Following responsibilities have been fixed by Joint Chiefs of 
Staff: 

A. CINCAFPAC is charged with censorship of civilian communications , 
in JAPAN (including the 4 main islands, about 1,000 offshore islands, 

and KA.IAFUT0 and TSUSHIMA ISLANDS but excluding the outlying islands as 
defined in JCS 1231). 

B. The jar Department will make available to CINCAFI'AC all civil 
censorship plans for JAPAN as defined in 2A above completed or in prepa-pa- 
tion to date and will continue the preparation of uncompleted plans and 
will continue to assist CINCAFPAC in planning, in procurement and training 

of censorship personnel, and in the procurement of technical censorship'equip¬ 
ment to the same extent as heretofore has been done for CIKCPOA/CHJCPAC. 


,-v- 25 0507 CINCPAC ADV TO COKLNCH . 

FOR VICL ADMIRAL COCKS . 

During telephone conference this morning Rear Admiral Sherman's concup- 
rence was asked in a proposed agreement concerning operational control of 
gunfire support ships. Since reception was not reliable request proposed 
language be transmitted by dispatch and concurrence be considered held in 
abeyance. 

23 1102 GHC 5HPA TO CINCPAC ADV INTO C OF S .ID. FOR MARSHALL . 

cx 17032. 

Your 241257. At our recent conference, the 2 conceptions of the OLYMPIC 
Plan were verbally presented by you and by ry self . As I understood, your 
estimate envisioned the campaign as nractically divided into 2: The 1st 
Part under the Navy, and the 2nd part cooperatively under the .Array and the 
Navy. The Navy part included practically everything up to and including 
the success of the beachhead landing. This involved Navy control and command 
of the Tinny ' s forces as well as those of the Navy. In the 2nd part, the 
Army forces were to operate under Army command while Navy forces were to re¬ 
main under Navy command, cooperating under the orinciples of joint action. 

You will recall I disagreed with this concept, believing that the campaign 
should not be so divided; that the "campaign" as the tena is used in Joint 
Chiefs of Staff directive 1259/4 started many weeks before the actual landing, 
with the preparatory air phases which have very great effect upon land opera¬ 
tions subsequent to landing; that the Joint Chiefs of Staff recognized this 
fact in their employment of the terra "Campaign" and "Naval and Amphibious 
Phases of the Invasion" thus avarently contemplating an overall responsibility 
although each service would operate under the orders of its own commanders 
throughout. In the long amicable discussion which followed, it became evident 
that these points of difference wer<? fundamental. It was therefore agreed 
iV. that certain general ■principles which were mutually believed to be workable 

should be made of record and the Staff Study OLYfCIC which you had drawn up 
should be left at ny headquarters for review. That review confirmed the 
policies enunciated verbally by you and clearly set forth your views of re¬ 
sponsibility and command structure with which I had expressed disagreement. 

The 1st part of the campaign was to be under your command with you and your 
subordinate naval commanders not only controlling the operation but actually 
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25 1102 CKQ S. TP A TO CIi r C?AC ADV INFO C OF S .P FOR iiAHSIiALL (COUT'D) 

COIi.I.JICECNG IT, including the Array troops. All publicity, including Array 
as well as Navy elements, v;as to be controlled by you. After the beachhead 
was secured and the Any Command Post was established ashore, the Amy troops 
were to report to me and their control for the remainder of the campaign 
was to be in my hands. The naval elements in this 2nd phase were to remain 
under your command and cooperate with me in support. Cur review yielded 
many other differences flaring from this basic difference, and showed clearly 
that a directive defining these fundamental points was necessary before fur¬ 
ther discussions of this feature. Thank you very much for your invitation 
to come to GUAM. I or my planners if I am unable to come will accept it 
immediately on receipt of the operational directive of the Joint Chiefs of 
Staff. 

25 2217 C0M3RDFLT TO CINCPAC .DV liiFO CINCPAC rE/.RL. COMSERVPAC. COMAIRPAC . 

Your 190749 t and also considering KE2LBL0CKS. Subject to modification after 
inspection the following are considered importaht for consideration. 

(A) Airline distance from Empire targets to ENT.7ET0K and LEYTE not 
greatly different but surprise attacks from EN3W3TQK v/ould involve less 
steaming than from KITE. ENIWETOK closer to navy yards and closer to re¬ 
plenishment sources. 

(B) ENLAETOK weather offers less danger and more benefits to men and 
material. 

(C) If EUI'.AETCK is used generous provision should be made for maintenance, 
replenishment, aircraft pool, service, recreation and water transportation 
before first visit of combatant forces. Until such full and adequate facili¬ 
ties can be provided at ENTVAETOK the fleet v;ould do better at LEYTE. 

(D) By restoring about 1/2 of former maximum shore facilities plus appro¬ 
priate floating facilities ITluTOK can base and support 3 fast carrier groups 
and related shipping. Estimated 4 to 6 weeks to prepare ENI'.'.ETOK for that 
load. 

25 2315 CINCPAC ADV TO DEPC0N20TH AF IIPO CC?HUGH.Cl!:CA?P-.C.CG.~0A.CIKCBOA PEARL. 

COMFWDAREA. ISCCM I.;G . 

Cincpoa concurs in the assignment to the operational and administrative 
control of the 20th .IF of the Array Fighter Command at 1.70 JL’LA with its 
fighter groups service and other units. Cincpoa also concurs in the temporary 
assignment to the operational control of the 7th AF of 20th AF fighter aviatior. 
to be deployed at OKINAWA and IE SHIMA. 

The foregoing concurrence is contingent on the continued resoonsibility 
of the fighter commander at 1.70 JULA to the Island Commander for the fighter 
defense of the island. 

26 0842 CYPPAC ADV TO CC~ :3AD7HIBFOR INFO C(P.:5TH?LT. XMHII3SPAC . 

Request your early comment on feasibility occupying CHUSAN ARCHIPELAGO 
without NINGPO PENINSULA, using only Marines (5thPhibCorps plus 2nd MarDiv). 
Consult with ComGen5thPhibCorps and include his views• Assume neither ICEBERG 
3D or OLYMPIC to be done in 1945. 
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26 0930 CINCPAC ADV TO 




3« CHO . 





Para 1. The extent to which military and naval requirements for airfields 
installations and facilities at PALMYRA, SAIDA, FIJI and NOUMEA have decreased 
make it an appropriate time to establish an American Flag commercial air 
service from the West Coast to AUSTRALIA and NEJ ZEALAND and I recommend that 
in the national interest such action be taken without delay, 

Para 2. I recommend further that consideration be given now to establish 
an American Flag commercial air service fi'om GUA.I to SAN FRANCISCO at some 
future date. This service should be extended to MANILA if CHiCSJPA concurs. 

Para 3* The number of civilians now travelling tlirough the Pacific for 
various reasons would help support such a service andadditional support 
could be given by assigning air mail to use available pay load, 

25 2158 JOINT CH I EFS CF STAFF TO NTITZ. ARNOLD. liiCAlTHUk . 


V/ARZ-87938. Pursuant to and in furtherance of directives contained in V.'AR- 
62773 and NARr- 62774 both dated 3 April 1945, the folloiving directive is issued 
and is effective on receipt, 

Para (A.) . The Joint Chiefs of Staff direct the invasion of KYUSHU 

(Operation OLYMPIC), target date 1 November 1945, in order to: 

(1) Intensify the blockade and aerial bombardment of JAPAN, 

. (2) Contain and destroy major enemy forces, 

(3) Support further advances for the purpose of establishing the con¬ 
ditions favorable to the decisive invasion of the industrial 
heart of JAPAN. 

Para (3) . CDJCAFPAC-CINCSWPA: 

(1) Is charged with the primary responsibility for the conduct of the 
operation OLYMPIC including control, in case of exigencies, of 
the actual amphibious assault through the appropriate naval com¬ 
mander. 

(2) Pall make plans and preparations for the continuance of the cam- 
naign in JAPAN and cooperate with CINCPAC in the plans and prepare 

• tions for the naval and amphibious phases thereof; 

Para (C) . CINCPAC-CINCPOA: 

(1) Is charged T.ith the responsibility for the conduct of the naval 
and amphibious (Subject to Para B(l) above) phases of the OLYMPIC 

V Operation, and will correlate his plans with CINGAFPAC-CINCSWPA* 

(2) Will cooperate with and assist CINCAFPAC in his plans and preparaq 
tions for, and the conduct of, the campaign in JAPAN. 

Para (D) . The land campaign and requirements therefore are primary 
in the OLYMPIC Operation. Account of this will be taken in the preparations, 
coordination and execution of pLans. 

Para (E) . CG CML 20th Air Force, will cooperate in the plans, prepara¬ 
tions and execution of Operation OLYMPIC and in the continuance of the cam¬ 
paign in JAPAN, At appropriate times, to be determined by the Joint Chiefs 
of Staff, the 20th Air Force will come under the direction of the appropriate 
commander for the support of Operation's directed above* 

V 26 0231 C0M5THFLT ?: CO? f? DFIT TO CINCPOA ADV HQ . 

Originators jointly recommend your OpPlan 4-45 be made effective 2400l(-9) 
27 May at which time command of all forces then attached 5th Fit except NEW 
N3XIC0 and assigned escorts will be passed to Commander 3rd Fleet. 
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25 0128 JOINT CHIEFS OF STAFF TO /ACAIffKUR 

26 1610 JOINT CHIEFS OF STAFF INFO NUTTS. 
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WAR 87611. 

1. The United States Chiefs of Staff have made a general proposal 

to the British regarding their taking over a jart of the resent SWPA and 
in turn the British have asked certain questions regarding U.S. intentions 
in the area. 

2. The following is under consideration here as a basis for reply to 
the British. Your com lent is requested, to include advice as to initial 
steps in the progressive turnover and the approximate timing. 

(A) Question. Is it the intention of the United States Chiefs of 
Staff to leave all Australian forces in this area when they give it up? 

Answer. Yes. In addition it is the intention that all other 
Allied forces (except U.S.) will remain in the area when the United 
States give it up. 

(B) Question. If so, will they continue to provide for the Australian 
forces such equipment and logistics as the Australians cannot provide ? 

Answer. Except for emergency supply, the Australians government 
provide their own equipment and logistic support from local resources 
and through normal .Lend-lease channels. The United States will not be 
responsible for provision of equipment and logistics for the Australians 
when the area, is given up, escept that consideration will be given 
under normal lend-lease procedures to requests for specific items of 
equipment which cannot be met from Empire resources. 

(C) Question. Will the United States Chiefs of Staff leave the base, 
installations and administrative personnel which are at present being 
used by the Australian forces? 

Answer. At present the ..Australians are not using U.S. base 
installations for their support. The U.S. does not intend to remove 
fixed base installations from the area but yriU displace forward all 
required movable installations or parts thereof and. movable items of 
equipment and material including refrigeration, tankage and heavy con¬ 
struction equipment. V/hen all supplies and equipment required by the 
U.S. are evacuated, bases and any remaining equipment will be disposed 
of by normal procedures. 

Para. Mo U.S. administrative Personnel, except sane amphibious engineers 
presently employed in operations, are furnishing direct support to Australian 
forces. All U.S. administrative personnel now in the area, including 
amphibious engineers, required in She forward areas will be removed. If 
the roll-up of U.S. bases is delayed beyond 1 October, it will be necessary 
to leave some U.S. administrative personnel as caretakers for supplies to 
be moved forv/ard at a later date. 

(D) Question. Will the U.S. Chiefs of Staff leave an amphibious 
lift? Tine British Chiefs of Staff reckon that a self-contained lift 
for at least 1 division with necessary maintenance facilities will be 
required. 

Answer. No. However, the U.S. Chiefs of Staff consider that 
when amphibious operations for the .area are approved, alloc - tion of 
assault shipping should be made by the Combined Chiefs of Staff in the 
light of the priority and requirements of other areas, 

(E) Question. Mill the U.S. Chiefs continue to supply the Australian 
forces with airfield constructional resources? 

Answer. No. At 'resent U.S. airfield construction effort is 
not being furnished in support of Australian forces. Steel mat has been 
' furnished, irfield construction for Australian forces should be by 
their own troops and from local resources supported as necessary by re¬ 
sources obtained from. Empire production and from lend-lease through 
normal procedures. ~ Continued — 314*^ 






(261610) 25 0120 JOINT Cl i I .PM >..P TO ILiCARIHUR I:JO NIIITE . (CONTINUED) 

(F) 'Question, .'.'ill the U.S. Chiefs of Staff be >repared to support 
allocations of merchant shipping for the operation and maintenance needs 

of the area? 

Answer* TJhile Australian forces remain under command of CINCSUPA, 
shipping is made available Tor their support frora U.S. allocations. The 
U.S. Chiefs of Staff are prepared to consider allocations of merchant 
shipping for the operational and maintenance needs of the area when 
under British command on the same basis as allocations are made for 
other areas. 

(G) Question. To what extent do the U.S. Chiefs of Staff propose to 
continue to depend on the civil resources of Australia? 

Answer. It is estimated that the SWPA is receiving from 
AUSTRALIA some 70,000 measurement tons per month of ’which approximately 
35,000 are perishable food and 35000 dry cargo. The U.S. will continue 
to depend on Australian resources at the approximate resent rate of 
production based oil existent contracts. To do otherwise would disrupt 
present logistical set up and undoubtedly entail an additional drain 
on overall, shipping. It is probable that U.S. requirements for prefabri¬ 
cated buildings from Australian resources will terminate with the expira¬ 
tion of present contract demands. 

3. In addition to the above, the following is under consideration as 
the dividing line between British and U.S. areas of command: Beginning on 
the coast of IND0-CHINA at 15-00 II, through 3ALABAC STRAIT along the 1939 
boundary line between the PHILIPPINES and 30RNE0 to 03-00 N; thence East to 
05-00 N 130-00 E; thence south to the equator; thence east to 1A0-00 E; 
thence generally southeast to 02-20 S 146-00 E; thence east to 02-20 S 
159-00 E; thence south. U.S. control of the ADI 1RALTY ISLANDS is necessary 
due to the extensive naval facilities that have been assembled at MANUS and 
its continued use as a primary base west of HAV/AII for the support of U.S. 
naval forces. 

4. The United States Chiefs of Staff contemplate that once decision 
is made, the turnover of area and forces be accomplished on a schedule to 
be arranged between CINCS.7PA and the British authorities ICG approval by 
the Combined Chiefs of Staff. 


26 2315 CINCPuA iDY TO .'LPOA INTO JC T 2HCH.Cr:Cb .1 A.COT-TxA A.CC^TIL'LT.CTHCB^.DAPCC:.! 

20 AF. 


My Op-Plan 4-45 modified by my 131239 and 240255 becomes effective 271500 
May, All references not held or needed by all. All forces then in 5thFlt 
will pass to operational control of Com3rdFlt except: 

(A) Commander RYUKYU3 Forces (CTF 99) will be under the direct 
command of CIIJCPQA. 

(B) NET MEXICO (BB 40) and assigned escorts ’..111 remain under 
operational control of Com5thFlt until otherwise directed. 


s w' 


27 0117 CINCPGA ADV TO COP I PxwC.CC' SERVPAC ,C0IIG JNIXIA.CGFIiFI-AC.COMJLIBSPAC,C0II3RDFLT .’ 

C0H5THI : ’LT. CO 1 . IGEN10. COTTAIDARSA INFO CCMDICH. CPICAFPAC. CINCPOA PEARL.COIvQRDpI:IB- 

FCR. C0M5TiI HI3F0R . 

The JCS have directed Operation OLYMPIC with target date of 1 November. 
Accordingly as indicated in ry 100717 Phase 3D ICEBERG will be executed about 
15 July and Phases 3C and E and also Operation LONGTOM are indefinitely defer¬ 
red. Base development at FRICTION ’.ill be such as to accomodate a i.iaxLmum 
filter bomber strength not later than 15 October and no construction will be 
undertaken vrhich rail not directly support OLYMPIC. 
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28 005S OIHCFAC ADV TO COIIEICH-Ci'jO DIFQ CIHCFOA PEARL . 

I am considering use ENIWETQK as a carrier task force anchorage 
primarily because of the shortening of lines of supply which will result 
for forces operating off H0IT3HU and secondarily because of the better cli¬ 
matic conditions and better shore facilities. Intend initiate use in late 
July by 1 task group building up as developments warrant until by OLYMPIC 
target date 3rdFlt could base primarily in HT.'.'ETOK-GUAM-SAIPAI'! and 5thFlt 
in bases to westward. Plans are not yet firm. Purpose of this dispatch is 
to inform you of trend of our planning. 



28 0059 CIMCPAC ADV TC CGIfGTCH AID CNO II, T FO COi .JRPAC. 


CNO 261332 which crossed my 270540 and 270541 was addressed direct to 
ComAirPac and requested his comment on proposals for changes in deployment 
of heavy and medium landplane search squadrons . Ify 270540 and 270541 are 
intended to increase and strengthen Fleet Air V/ing 4 for strategic reasons 
in connection KSELBLOCKS 4 and prospective 3rdFlt operations. Request all 
matters of deployment of naval combatant forces within Pacific Ocean Areas 
be referred to CIITCPAC-CINCPQA. 

28 0124 CINCPQA ADV HQ TO CIIICSMPA . 

Your 270722 and 271314* Visit of General Casey and party completely 
convenient and will expect them tomorrow Tuesday. 

General Chamberlain's visit will probably be convenient but there is a 
possibility of conflicting requirements. Suggest you give me exact date 
when he would arrive and by the time it is recieved I expect to be able to 
* reply definitely. 

General Kenney's conference with General Giles is agreeable and my 
staff will be available to discuss any subject he desires on an exploratory 
basis. 


28 2356 CCM3RDFHI3 TO CIPCPAC ADV IDPC CCPHID.-A Ag.QOM5T!iPLT.CG5TIhlII3CORPS.CGFI.IFPAC . 



In view your 270117 reply your 260842 is made for possible future refer¬ 
ence. On basis resent intelligence seizure islands with Marine Forces al¬ 
lot ed deemed feasible even though peninsula in enemy hands. Heavy reinforce¬ 
ment particularly in artillery of peninsula prior assault would hazard suc¬ 
cess of operation. Temporary occupation of tip of peninsula during initial 
assault CHUSAI-T may be desirable for security. Ebeny reoccupation of peninsula 
after withdrawal security force and his practicable reinforcement of peninsula 
which is in medium artillery range of projected airfields other island instal¬ 
lations .MID best fleet anchorag es would hamper development phase. Possi¬ 
bility continued enemy attempts to effect counter landings and necessity oc¬ 
cupying approach islands to westward of CHUSAN .ould require large .permanent 
garrison estimated as 4 divisions thereby necessitating retention Marines 
or their replacement by Army divisions. Subsequent seizure peninsula employ¬ 
ing additional forces might rove necessary to insure unimpeded development 
and fruitful employment base facilities. ComGen5thPhibCorps consulted and 
concurs. 


Svi 


29 0246 CIIICPOA ADV TO COMGT-i'iFI'CA IKFO CD.-.A'TJA 1 ■ IN. Cl -G AFP AG . C AFLAT . Cl! IC.CA EARL 
DEPCOH 20th .1? . 

In view of agreements recorded in nyser 0005057 °f 19 -ay request that you 
coordinate with CDICAFl lC all proposals for deployment in HYUKYUS of Army Air 
Forces other than VLR groups and the units now definitely planned for deploy¬ 
ment in Phases 1, 2, 3D of' ICEBERG this replies to your 280827 not t^> a^l. 
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29 0331 CIHCPOA ADV TO COMGEN I'll! INFO COtAIRPAC.CINC;X)A -BAflL.CG TAP RYUKYUS. ISCOL r 

cel"av:a. com mam; (:ki::-L.a. 

• This replys to your 211252 not to all or needed. See also rgy 152347. 

(A) Acorn 54 mil be retained in 15th Echelon. 

(3) A 7 ,VASE construction r.dll be expedited to accommodate LLAG 14 and 
MAG 33. 

(C) Initial increment 200 airplanes carrier oool to be established 
A'.VASE October 15 increased to 500 airplanes as racticable after 
departure I LAG 14. 

(D) MAG 14 v.dll be displaced forward in November. 

(E) Development of airstrip TSUGEM SHBlA will be deferred. Inforraation 
regarding augmented airfield development pro,gram will be furnished 
you later after conference vri.th CINCAFPAC, 


29 0519 GINCP.IC ADV TO C0H3RDFLT . 


Your 280929. See my 051250 concerning minefield clearance. 




29 0718 CTIICPAC ADV TO crCLARGILSAREA INFO CIIICPAC /EARL.CO: IAIRPAC.CCHGERVPAC. GO: ISE30N 

10. C0M3RDFLT . 


Cincpac Adv 260625, ComServRon 10 280227, CaaAirPac 260123 and Com3rdFlt 
252217 which is massed to you separately. Request immediate comments and 
recommendations on pro osal to base and support fast carrier groups at EMAETOK 
(1 in July and building up to 3 US and 1 British by October) together with 
carrier pool of 300 aircraft, 2 carrier air groups staging without aircraft 
and the tactical aircraft contained in ComAirPac 260123 less 1 VPB(KL) and 1 
VMSB squadron ulus 1 VF(N) squadron. 


29 0858 CIIJCPOA ADV TO DEPCMAF 20. CCM3RDFLT INTO ICIlRCII.CuJi-UBiaC.BGMCO.[ 21. GTG 

30.5. CTF 31.. CTF 38 . 

Coordinated attack group of 9 submarines will soon force entrance to 
JAPAN SEA and commence shipping attacks therein on M-Day (now planned for 9 
June) to continue for about 2 weeks. This operation will create new oppor- 
tunities for the destruction of shipping and intensification of the bloclcade 
of JAPAN. 

Para. For DepCom AF 20. Request pomCom 21 maintain mine blockade of 
SHTM0N0SEKI STRAITS and setellite ports of FUKUOKA and KARATSU during this 
period and devote remainder of mining effort to attrition and blockade of 
ports on the north coast of HONSHU after M-Day. 

Para. For Com3rdFlt. Desire that Fair./ing 1 be prepared to intensify 
shipping strikes on west coast of KYUSHU, off KOREA and in TSUSHIMA STRAITS, 
employing mines as uracticable to drive KOREA Coast—hugging shipping into the 
open. 

Para. Inform only those 'who need to lenow that submarines are to enter 
^ JAPAN SEA and period of their operations therein. 

29 1605 COMINCH fc CMC TO CIHCPOA ADV INFO COASTHFLT.COM3'iDFLT.CINCPAC PSARL.CCLASSSBA- 
FRON.CQ 1 l .C.COMl • AC. CG/JAaP JFCAM.CG '..~iSDEFC0ir.CC. :GSN4THAIRF0RC3. 

In view recommendations UrDis 230215 not to all I do not propose to direct 
SJ implementation FIREBREAK as an exercise. IfrDis 211315 refers. 
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30 0525 CIFCPAC ADY TO CC1-3RDPLT INFO CTF 33.C0H5THFLT.CO! OoT CAHTASKFOKS . 

Possible developments Japanese electronics industry contain potential 
uhreat our forces. lost effective countermeasure is destruction of electronic 
oube roduccion concentrated in 6 plants named on Cincoac—Cine 10 a oriority 
list Japanese strategic targets 16 ilay 1945. Suggest these plants'be con¬ 
sidered primary strategic targets in any strikes against the empire in the 
TOKYO area. However not recommended unless there is available sufficient 
force to destroy 1st 3 plants TOKYO Area. 

30 0526 QIHGrAC ADV TO' COKT C1I & Ci-IG . 

Your 232150. The future activities of the combatant forces 3ritish 
Pacific Fleet in uhe war against JAPAN should fall into 2 principal categories. 
In the 1st they would base on AUSTRALIA with an advance base at MANUS and 
operate against JAPAN with the 3ndFlt sharing anchorages (but with no Britich 
shore installations) at ULITI-H and H'lliLTCK. In the 2nd category they would 
operate to reopen the MAI ACCA STRAIT and liberate the enemy held areas in 
the British command area, pro osed by JCo 250123. For this Purpose they 
would need a base in the SOUTH CHINA SLA for which BRUNEI BAY seems well 
suited. If it is to be captured it seems fundamental that it should be de¬ 
veloped* If it is not to be developed and used its capture seems questionable. 

Para. I see no need for a British base in the fRILIPPIHES for either 
category of operations. If it later develops that British slips operate 
against JAPAN with a line of supply through MALACCA STRAIT ULITKI and LEYTE 
can be used as advanced anchorages. 

Para. In the foregoing I do not regard temporary British augmentation 
of the United States carrier aircraft pools et cetera as constituting British 
shore installations. 

30 0632 CINCPAC ADV TC C0-.I3RDFLT INFO CTF 35. CINOPAC PEARL . 

ReUrDis top sec 299237. Subject photography is not to be undertaken 
as a priority 1 task assignment for your forces. Special beach photography 
requested in .'lyDis top sec 1105IS and 290653 is to be considered a priority 
1 photo mission consistent with your recoo and da age assessment photographic 
requirements when your carriers are ooerating against targets in southern 
DIABOLIC. 

30 0326 CINC DA .ADV TO D3PC0:.i 20 AF INFG CC i&KPQA. CO' P..UAREA. CIHCPQA 3ARL . 


Your 180S31 which in effect recommended construction of storage for and 
build up of VLR ammunition stocks in MARIANAS to 324950 tons. .After careful 
consideration all factors including the more urgent requirements imposed by 
OLYMPIC preparations throughout the Pacific decision to limit VLR ammo storage 
in ILAItXANAS to total 150,000 AT tons as indicated in Cincpoa Pearl 190102 
is confirmed. Recommendations of ComFwdArea based on agreement between that 
Hq and ComGen 21 BomCom have been approved for distribution between islands 
as follows: GUAM 50,000 SAIPAN 30,000 TIKIAIT 70,000. Due to shortage of 
shipping and of service troops for construction, handling and transportation 
of VLR ammo as well as serious backlog of cargo awaiting discharge in : LARI ANAS 
and necessity for priority construction of other essential installations it 
is regretted that additional VLR ammo storage cannot be favorably considered 
at this time. 

Para. See ComOenPOA’s 230033 concerning troops shortages, 314 8 

Para. Limitation of 150,000 AT tons applies to construction of facili¬ 
ties in accordancd ’with* rescribed safety standards. There is no objection to 
augmentation of stocks in authorized storage space as feasible provided safety 
factors in regard to storage are acceptable to both 20AF representatives and 
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30 0829 CIHCPAC ADV TO CO? HIGH AND CKO INFO CINCPAC .3A.1L. 


Your 292207. On assumption ATHELING, RAJAH and TRACKER were furnished 
British under lend lease recommend strongest possible representations for 
their continuance in the Pacific with American crews if necessary. 


30 1225 CIHCPAC ADV TO CIUC 3PF INFO OTF 37 . 

From BPFLO. Cincpac Adv 270117 and 280058. 

1. As early in July as possible after rest and replenishment at LEYTE, 
TF 30 will commence strikes on targets in HONSHU HOKKAIDO and KURILES. 
Subject to continued availability to Cincpac he plans to include TF 37 in 
strikes when fleet returns from replenishment and battle dasiage repairs. 
Anticipated that offensive operations will continue up to OLYMPIC. 

2. Plans for possible use of EiJI. ETCMallow for TF 37 to use this 
anchorage commencing by October. Meanwhile TF 37 works from LETTS. Plans 
contemplate inclusion British aircraft and personnel in carrier pool at 
ENL.ETOK. 

3. Length of operations referred to in 3Pra 1 will probably be shorter 
than in ICEBERG before groups return to forward anchorage but increased 
distances of targets Td.ll make matter of tanker groups crux of problem. 

4. Admiral Nimitz approves this dispatch. 


30 1300 CTF 31 to CGM3RDFLT INFO CIHCPAC ADV . 

Your 290525. Cincpac Adv 201326 provides for shipment to OKIKA'JA of 6 
or 7 MTB’s to arrive about 20 June primarily for air sea rescue duties. 
Necessary retain this area for use in garrison duty and Phase 3 large num¬ 
bers of LCI types which have proved to be very effective against enemy 
snail craft. Consider remaining enemy boat and barge traffic can be suc¬ 
cessfully countered. In view of this and early advent of typhoon season 
Tilth facilities for protection small craft against heavy weather already 
overtaxed recommend that no additional MT3s be moved forward at present. 
Consideration should be given to their advance in sufficient time for OLYMPIC. 

31 0236 CINCPAC ADV TO CIUCBPF . 

Your 3 OOIIO. As stated in my 061410 April I cannot see any need for XE 
craft in F0A and therefore concur in ara 1 your 300110. 
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31 °334 GCIIG-Z3T T4;I TO FOR IHFO CODE TAM. CIKCICA BOTH. GO.iOMITAOA. CGMAFPOA. COMSERVPAC 

cc:::j;i?AC.co;:csi^r?AC.GTF5i.Go:T. j , D,uffiA.isco:; legreidious. iscom friction , 

GG 24TH CORPS. CG 3RD?HI3CCRrS. 

Effective 311500 (GGT) MAY this Hdqtrs adopts the additional title of 
Ho 10th Army and RYUKYUS AREA to be used exclusively for correspondence 
and written orders dealing with RYUKYUS Area affairs. This title is not 
authorized for radio traffic for which the titles ConGen 10 and CTF 99 remain 
in effect for all dispatches addressed to this Ho. The adoption of above 
title does not imply a division of the Hq 10th Array staff which continues 
to perform triple function of: 

1. Administering RYUKYUS Area affairs 

2. Administering 10th US Army 

3. Conducting 10th Army operations with attached Marine and Navy units. 

Se karate files established at this Hq for all correspondence orders dispatched 
to CC- 10th Army and RYUKYUS Area or pert-ining to administrative or tactical 
operations of RYUKYUS Area. 

31 1251 CIHCPAC ADV TO CGFTPAC INFO CINCAFPAG.CG6THARMY . COIIPHI 33 PAG . C0H5TH :HIBFGR 

ccm5th; : hiag'cr^ 

Request you direct CG 5th FhibCorps report by dispatch to ComGen 6th 
Army for purposes OLYMPIC planning. 

01 0042 CINCPOA ADV TO GINCAFPAC 

Following under consideration here: 

A. Return 2 Army divisions from OKINAWA to PHILIPPINES to reduce garrison 
permit entrance our air forces and eliminate large requirements OKINAWA far 
additional services. After discussion with Eastwood I will answer in affirma¬ 
tive and designatxng LEYTE and MINDORO as stations unless otherwise advised. 

B. Cancel KAIKI JIMA operation in order conserve shipping, engineer effort 
and service effort required for placing air on OKINAWA. Believe this will per¬ 
mit concentration effort, on OKINAWA and result in heavier concentrating air to 
cover OLYMPIC although distances will be greater. Spruance, Turner, Hill 
and CINCPOA planners and also Kenny favor this. Will give affirmative opinio^ 
for AFPAC unless otherwise advised. Please acknowledge. 

01 0453 CINCPAC ADV TO CINCAFPAC . 

My 010042 originated by Major General Chamberlin. 

01 1014 MACARTHUR GHQ SWPA TO CINCPOA ADV 

For General Chamberlin. C 17557* Concur proposals contained in your 

010042. 
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01 1157 C0?'3RDFLT TO CINCPAC ADV IIIFO XNSUBPAC. CC T3ATRCN 2. CTF 33 . 






Tentative plans Empire strikes by TF 38 in July include long range 
bo.ibardaent IIOE . AIDO and HONSHU targets from approaches which current intel¬ 
ligence shows to be free of mines. In order verify this information and per¬ 
mit bo;-bardraent shorter ran es request submarine mine reconnaissance inside 
100 fatnorn curve be conducted earliest practicable in follov.ing areas with 
order of priority indicated: 

1. 1, East Coast HONSHU between 36-20 N and 37-00 N. 

2. Due south of KASD0R0 between 144-10 E and 144-40 E, 

3. • East of K/JIAISHU between 39-H N and 39-20 N« 

4. South Coast HONSHU between 137-20 E and 133-00 E, 


01 1217 CQL13RDFLT TO CINCPAC ADV. CQEBATKON 2 IIIFO CTF 38 . 


See ray 011157. Request 1 Division 2200-ton DSIS be assigned TF 33 by 1 
July, Desirable that division be given all training practicable as high 
speed sweeping unit prior this assignment. If approved intend this division 
sweep ahead of bombardment groups in approaching Empire targets. 


02 0034 CIIJCPOA AT'V PC COL&EITPOA. CGAAFF0A.CC-10TH ARLT.CO: .5THFHIBF0?..CGFUFPAC. CQM3RDFLT 

COfSERVPAC.CuillRPAC.COrPHIBSPAC INFO COIIINCH & CI?0.CCL7THFLT.CG3RDFHI3C0RPS 

CCg-SSCPAC.CO: 110RP;.C. CCM5THFLT . CINC: CA , EARL. CTF 96 .CINCgJPA. CQAIRF!Ti-AC. CINCAFPA 

COMF/JDAREA. 7 IARC0RPS.CTF 93.CGSU1 : SERVF: : 1 ; TAC.CG24TH CORPS. 

Cancel IfyNis 060321 May, Phase 3D ICEBERG is deferred indefinitely. 
Resources previously intended for FRICTION will be utilized fullest Practicable 
to expedite and intensify development of LEGUMINOUS and DIDISPENUABLS. 


02 0317 CO I3UBPAC TO CINCPAC INFO CG 3EDFLT.C0 bUBPACADCOH.AlO. CTG 17.10 


Com3rdFlt 011157* No FI' Sonar equipped submarines now in area except 9 
about to enter JAPAN SEA, Recommend no diversion of these ships. New gear 
now being installed PEARL as received from coast. 1 new submarine may be able 
to investigate requested areas beginning 3 July, bill make oreliminary in¬ 
vestigation requested areas with RSDF3N beginning about 20 June. Her gear 
has no security hence use depends on absence mare A/S vessels. Therefore 
cannot guarantee success but will do what we can. 

02 0600 COMFHIBSPAC TO CCM7TH11I3FCR INFO CQMPHIBGR? 12. CG6TH ATdff.COP:rRANSRON 16. 

C0IJ7THFLT. CINC X.. "V. 

Your serial 00013 of 22 Hay concerning Aimhibious training very helpful 
and appreciated. Letter to CorafhibGrp 12 now being issued directs him as 
TG or TF Cdr of 7thFlt to coordinate detailed training procedures with Com- 
7thPliib and ComGen 6th .may accordance best amphibious practices. 

Para. Following comment on the referer.ee: 

A. Consider amphibious training group and special schools for officers 

training will be very useful as that course night be expanded to 2 weeks. 
Desire to send to you if you agree for attachment to training group staff 
officers from FhibsPac experienced in recent operations for advice and 
lectures on subjects of naval gunfire support, air support, UDT operations, 
beach part;'- operations, control line operations, amphibious communications 
and trailspoid quarten.iaster duties for ships and troops. 

B. '.1th present plan of having ConPhibGrp 12 in direct charge of training 
there is doubt as" to value of mobile training units as now organised. 
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02 0600 CO'lFHIBSr-AC TO C0I.7THH1I3F0R INFO OCIIHIIBCRF 12. BTC. - CONTINUED . 

Suggest possible reduction numbers of officers in units and that if used 
these units be ordered report to ConTransRon 16 for duty. 

C. In ay letter am placing emphasis on desirability of training divisions 
as a whole JI T EI!:?G shore parties and all other units and also desirabili¬ 
ty of training Corps (1 group missing) FIJUID TRROPD . Due lack of time 
and ships this may not be initially possible but am making effort obtain 
additional ships because trading major staffs only during rehearsals 
is not entirely satisfactory. 


Para. Any initial arrangements agreeable to you and ComFhibGrp 12 
satisfactory to me vdih reserve that desirable changes may be agreed on later. 

02 0607 CIUCPOA ADV TO CO' IG -II ?0A .COMSERV:AC INFO CINCAFPAC.CINCPOA .'S,IRL.C0L!7THFLT 

CO? LlIRPAC. CNO . 

1. Preliminary conference with representatives CIIiCAFPAC discloses that 
CU'CAF! AC has not included provision for xrire communication within naval 
establishments ashore in OLYMPIC. Neither material nor troops on hand or ' 
under redeployment has been projected for this purpose. 

2. Request immediate study be made jointly to determine material and 
personnel requirements for installation and operation of wire interior com¬ 
munication facilities for all naval installations ashore in OLYMPIC. CamAirPac 
requested to advise you of naval and marine air requirements. ComGenPOA 
requested submit projects for procurement of such personnel and material re¬ 
quirements which are in excess of F0A resources now available or planned for 
other operations new indefinitely deferred. Note paragraph 2F my letter llCI^- 
4i> vfhich applies x 

3. Following assumptions and considerations apply: 

(A) Army forces Pacific v/ill install long lines system. 

(B) AFPAC will serve naval activities closely associated physically 
with Amy installations. 

(C) Material procured under central Pacific projects for L0KGT0M 
and other bases in the Pacific combat and MARIANAS areas,which 
my not now be required therefor, is available for use in OLYMPIC 

tiff and CORONET. 

(D) Project vrire installations on basis of contemplated naval develop¬ 
ments ashore as contained in CINCPCA Joint Staff Study OLYMPIC 

or later estimates vfhich may have been developed in conference 
with 7thFlt representatives. 

(E) Construction planned should generally be limited to tactical 

or semi-permanent type which will fulfill requirements and permit 
most expeditious installation. 

02 0650 CTE f'A ADV TC J r Ii: II 'V TI Ilf -C.Cf 1 IT A.!INC. ■ A i-RL, COMaiCH . 

Pursuant to a dix'ectlve from the JCS it is desired to release Any units 
in the PDA to CINCAFPAC as soon as the services of such units can be spared. 

;y Top Sec ] 4 . 1341 , Ltcy prescribes procedure for the release of Army Units 
except those under ComGen 10. 

Para. As Army units under ComGen 10 become available for release ComGen 10 
will furnish designations of units and recommend dates of release to CINCPQA 
info Coj.iGenPOA. On receipt concurrence of CouGenT'OA CIKCPOA ’..111 accomplish 
the release. 

Para. For the oresent at least 1 Army and 1 '-.ferine Division will be re¬ 
tained under ComGen 10 in the RYUKYUS. In order to permit preparation lor 
future oDerations Amy divisions will be released in the sequence u j 
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02 °$50 ciuoca ad? i\ o-. ?i; lla: mo cilc-?; atc. - cjohthro) 


96th or as requested by CINCAFLAC. It has been agreed between CINCAFPAC and 
CINCPOA that 2 Jaw Divisions will be withdrawn from OKITIAi/A to the PHILIPPINES 
as soon as the tactical situation permits. 

Para. Instructions covering the release of Headquarters 10th Art®- and 
Headquarters 24th Corps vd.ll be issued later. 

02 0822 - 011 J? ^ A :JC CI1 II?0 Cl C,CO:1P:OA.C<13jO.CI;ICPOA E ■„! . 

^ Your 301935 informs that 27 :/SA cargo vessels vd.ll load out MTO starting 
Lid-June for discharge BIVS. Request by return dispatch unit designation and 
tonnage breakdown for troops involved in order that-they may be integrated 
into shipping echelons only in the manner which will most effectively support 
OLYMPIC preparations. 


02 1324 CINCPAC ADV TO C0I.3DFLT TO CTF 38. COLBATRON T.JO 

Your 011217. There are no 2200-ton destroyer mine sweepers. Tine I63O 
ton ships of this type which have been converted and are now in operational 
condition are 4 in number and are operating under CTF 39. ’It is expected 
that they will be required to assist in nerfoming the tasks mentioned in my 
Opli^O and 290519 and your 280929 and 020411. The 8 2200 ton destroyer mine¬ 
layers which are operating with CTF 39 are not equipped for sweeping and are 
not available as carrier force screens. 

03 027(4- CINCPOA ADV TO GHL Shi A, CGAAFPOA. UFO CHIC: Cu liiltL. COL.GENOA, CO-'CAT T31 . 
:o: v :.i: tap for;-; a say . 

ReUrDis CX 17519 OTC- 010452 not to all or needed 1 flight 4 F-7 and 6 com¬ 
bat crews 86 combat mapping squadron Will be made available as soon as pos¬ 
sible to report to CINCAFPAC for o perational control. ComC-enAAFPOA hereby 
directed to take requisite action. Direct co.'xmnication with CIRCA?LAC and 
ComGen FEAF authorized as required to expedite. 

03 0411 CC.BU3 AC TO Ci'G 30.5 INFO COBiiPFLT. Cl .C.AC :3V . 

On 4, 5 and 6 June 1 group of 3 submarines each day will pass thi'ough 
TSUSHIMA STRAITS for patrol in J A PAIL SEA. Fassage through the straits will 
be made submerged during daylight hours using the channel to the north and 
west of TSUSHIMA ISLAND. After entering JAPAN SEA they vail remain unde¬ 
tected until all subs have reached their oatrol stations. Date for starting 
attacks is tentatively scheduled for 9 June. 7ould appreciate any assistance 
your planes can render during this operation such as strafing and heckling 
antisubmarine vessels vicinity of TSUSHIMA and along north coast of HONSHU 
and east coast of KOREA. 


03 0827 

4 


CIHC~OA DV TO CTF93.CTF94.CS4.CTF17 INTO CO?CCNCII. 0INC3LF.3S1.AC1.CTF96. 

co oiiaappoa. boncqn 21 . cinq-pa e.iRL . 

My OpPlan 5-45 hereby placed in effect. T-Day will be confirmed later. 
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04 0259 CINCBFF TO CINCPAC ADV INFO GINCPAC PEARL. BS 1. AC 1. RAFT . 

Your 010834. 

1. Provided no unforseen difficulties in making good battle damage be¬ 
come apparent when the Fleet is inspected on arrival at SYDNEY I expect TF 
37 to be ready to sortie from either 

A. MANUS on the 2nd of July, or 

B* LEYTE on the 8th of July* 

2. Information would be appreciated on the next combat anrf servicing 
areas to be allotted to TF 37 in order that consideration may be giverj^P to 
the best anchorage from which to operate. 

3. If these areas are to be in the neighbourhood of HOKKAIDO or Northern 
HONSHU there would be much to be said for operating from MANUS rather than 
LEYTE. Advantages would be: 

A. The haul from MANUS to LEYTE would be OAVEU . 

B. The typhoon area would be avoided. 

C. Some British air facilities are already established at MANUS. 

D. Eritish air facilities would not require to be established at 
LEYTE for the present. 

4. The main disadvantage would be the rather longer haul from MANUS 
to the probable servicing area which would be at present just beyond the 
capacity of ny tanker resources. If the previous rates of striking are to 
be maintained. This disadvantage however would be offset if some of my 

tankers could occasionally draw from bulk of supplies at GUAM and SAIPAN. 

5. Early advice on para 2 would be appreciated as in the event of operar- 
tine the fleet from MANUS it will be necessary to divert to MANUS the air¬ 
craft pools at present planned to be established for the next operation at 

SAMAR. 

6. On receipt of your reply I would like to send ny assistant Chief 

of Staff Captain Brown to your headquarters at GUAM to discuss implications 
(such as that referred to in para 4) of long range operations to the northwards. 

04 0826 CINCPAC ADV TO C0M7THFLT INFO CINCSWPA. CQM5THTLT. COMPHIBSPAC . 

In estimating availability naval forces following now in 7th Fit are 
assumed to be available for assignment to 5thFlt for OLYMPIC. 6 CL, 9 DD, 

48 DE, 6 AGC (3 large, 2 small), 60 LST, 24 LSM, 10 LCI(G), 15 LCS(L), 24 
LCT* These totals do not include those POA units assigned PhibGroup 12 for 
amphibious training or APAs AKAs LSMs LSTs assigned for temporary cargo and 
troop lifts all of which will be required for OLYMPIC. Advise as to whether 
or not these estimates can be met with ships in all respects ready for combat 
duty by 15 Sept. Further advise what additional ships or craft might be 
made available. 

04 1223 CINCPOA ADV TO DEPC0U20TH AIR FORCE INFO COM MARIANAS. ISCOM IWO JIMA. CINCPOA 

PEARL . 

Your proposal to base the 414th Fighter Group at IWO JIMA as a unit of 
the 20th Air Force is approved. Please arrange details with Com MARIANAS direct 
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04 1231 CINCPAC AD7 TO GOIJNCH INFO CINCPOA PEARL . 


1. CINCAFPAC CINCPAC Staff Conferences at GUAM completed and CINCAFPAC 
conferees returned MANILA* Conference was highly productive and accomplished 
a great deal* Copies of memorandum record will be airmailed to you* 

2* CINCAFPAC f s Staff Study OLYMPIC was discussed in detail and concurred 
in generally except that it was incomplete as to definition of functions 
and provision for coordination of various air forces* This matter will be 
taken up separately with CINCAFPAC as soon as possible. For your information 
assault lift is required for 451,047 troops 72,852 vehicles 687,505 UTT, I 
will submit my estimate of shipping implications shortly. It was not feasible 
to deploy at OKINAWA the full FEAF air strength planned and reductions were 
made as per paragraph 4 below, 

3* OLYMPIC arrangements covered by conferees included determination of 
assault shipping requirements and roll up requirements, naval components of 
OLYMPIC troop list, location of planning staffs, withdrawal Arny division 
from OKINAWA, amphibious training, withdrawal of Marine divisions from 
OLYMPIC Area, tentative deception plan, communication responsibilities, re¬ 
sponsibilities for procurement movement and control of shipping and stockage 
of emergency supplies, evacuation, mounting and support of Marine troops, 
allocation of land areas, use of landing craft and harbor clearance and de¬ 
velopment * 

4* Arrangements were completed for construction at OKINAWA of 11 air 
strips for Far East Air Force 6 for VLR groups a depot field at NAHA for 
Army Air Forces and 3 fields for Navy and Marines, This program will make 
available to FEAF tactical fields on which it is planned to deploy 21 groups 
from the PHILIPPINES. These added to 7 from the 7th AF 12 VIR groups 5 
equivalent USMC groups and 2 equivalent Navy groups will make a total of 47 
groups. 

5, This involves movement from PHILIPPINES of FEAF units including 
73,026 FEAF personnel 18,702 vehicles and dead weight tonnage of 164,596. 

It also involves use of 8 engineer battalions from SWPA and maxi mum practicable 
use of Army service and construction troops from other sources including re¬ 
deployment. Principal controlling limitations will be suitable shipping 
and ability to unload cargo and clear it from ports and beaches. It repre¬ 
sents the mayimnm practicable effort in the time available before OLYMPIC 
and can be accomplished only by the most careful handling of engineering 
and shipping resources. In order to ease the logistic load it has been agreed 
to withdraw 2 Amy divisions to the PHILIPPINES as soon as the tactical 
situation permits. 
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02 1909 MARSHALL TO MACARSBHUR. RICHARDSON. NTMTTZ . 

WARX 10737* Joint Chiefs of Staff have agreed to the basing of ID squadrons 
of approximately 2 20 XG British aircraft (mainly Lancasters) in the RYUKYUS 
and it is contemplated that these forces w ill ccrne under US command* 

British have infonnally advised that 3500 British aviation engineers are 
prepared to sail in British ships from UK in Mid Junej 2500 more in Mid July 
and 2500 in Mid August, to be followed by some 8000 miscellaneous Amy i&igi— 
nears, totalling 16,500, Personnel will cany full equipment, tentage, and 
1 month's rations. Subsequent logistic support is expected to be a British 
responsibility and not a drain on theater resources. These units are primari¬ 
ly intended for support of the RAF, but it is understood that they may be 
used for any purpose pending filming of plans for the deployment of British 
aircraft. 

Your comments are requested as to desirability of immediate acceptance 
of these engineer units prior to the finalization of plans for employment 
of British air combat units, and on the shipping schedule proposed by the 
British, If June increment can be accepted, request shipping instructions. 

04 0107 CINCBFF TO CINCPAC ADV INFO CINCPAC PEARL. C0M7THFLT.CNB MANUS.SBHO MANUS.VAQ 

In view of the forthcoming increase in the British Pacific Fleet I should 
be very grateful if you could provide some increase in the facilities at 
MANUS. 

A. To enablB larger numbers of the fleet to be serviced there during 
replenishment periods, 

B* To provide a staging point in the line of supply which I believe 
American and certainly British experience has shown to be an important 
requirement, 

2, These facilities are I believe essential requirements quite apart from 
the questions new under ■■wiiiisn discussion regarding arrangements further 
forward. 

3. The following are the main requirements contemplated: 

A, An increase in British naval personnel at MANUS to approximately 
50 officers and 750 ratings. This total would ihclude all naval personnel 
except those at airstrips, 

B* An increase in the number of British harbour craft and a site for 
the setting up of repair facilities for them, 

G. A site for setting up small motor transport repair trucks. 

D* At the earliest date which corcumstances permit the establishment 
of a 2nd M0NAB on another airstrip besides PONAM this will be manned by 
45 officers and 450 ratings and will require accommodation for 90 dis¬ 
embarked aircraft 50 reserve aircraft and about 1600 officers and men, 

E. The continued use of the existing recreational facilities on 
PITYII£. 

F. The loan of up to 4 LCTs and ID LCMs while the fleet is at MANUS 
until British craft can be provided. 

G. The extra accommodation for personnel in (A) above will need to 
include extra huts for additional offices and camp stores. 

H. A site for the erection of 60000 sq feet of covered storage, 

I. Continued accommodation for handling fleet m a i l and sick cases 
awaiting air transport. 

K. A^ossibl© requirement for setting up minor instructional facili¬ 
ties for the fleet. Equipment would be provided from British sources, 

4* A great deal of time would undoubtedly be saved if some existing buildings 
and possibly seme equipment could be lent for requirements A B D G and H. 
Similar quantities of sectional huts and sheds could be turned over in exchange 
from British supplies new arriving. - Continued - 31 5 G 
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04 0107 CINCBPF TO CIKCPAC ADV ETC . (CONTINUED) 

5. It is understood that mine sweeping section base MANUS is likely to be 
closed down shortly* If this can be turned over to us it would accommodate 
item B and 200 personnel fee item A* This site would also provide room for 
expansion later if necessary. 

6* It is proposed that this camp should be self contained as regards victual¬ 
ling and cooking, etc*, but it would be greatly appreciated if remaining of¬ 
ficers and men at the main camp could be victualled from US sources as existing 
personnel now are. 

7* Depending on the amount of constructional work required, it may be neces¬ 
sary to use up to 300 British construction corps. These would not an be in 
addition to the numbers in Item A, some of whom would not arrive until the 
former had left. If para 5 above is approved, construction corps could erect 
their uwn tented accommodation alongside existing buildings, and would be self 
contained* 

8. Item H could perhaps be erected at the minesweeping section base in cot>- 
tinuation of existing sheds, but the dock would probably require to be enlarged 

9. I would like to say how grateful I am for the great assistance that we 
have always had from ComNavBase and his staff at MANUS. I fully realize that 
we are asking a great deal, but there is not time to build our own base if our 
ADS ONM ships are to operate this summer. 

10. If you concur in these proposals I would like to send representatives to 
MANUS to discuss details such as water supply, electric power, telephones, 
docks, equipment, etc. on the spot* 

AOV 

04 1843 JOINT SECURITY CONTROL TO CINCSWPA.CINCPOA FKEfL INFO ONMISCA CHUNKING. REAR 

SCH HQ USF CHINA THEATER . 

WARX U44. Overall Pacific deception objective provides cover and deception 
objectives for OLYMPIC as HOKKAIDO and FORMOSA shifting latter gradually to 
CHUSAN-SHANGHAI then to TSINGTAO. Those under study for CORONET are SHIKOKU 
and TSINGTAO shifting latter gradually to FUSAN and continuing HOKKAIDO as 
practicable. Special means of Joint Security Control have been used since 
immediately prior to ICEBERG to tell the following strategic story to explain 
why we landed OKINAWA instead of FORMOSA-Coast of SOUTH CHINA. 

(1) Cincpoa required strong base in KYUKYUS to protect right flank for fur¬ 
ther ahgan westward move. 

(2) If Euripean war had c a Lriwt ended January 1945 OKINAWA would have been 
about QTME time but subsidiary to FORMOSA-SOUTH CHINA landings and made possibl 
by forces from European Theater redeployment. 

(3) PHILIPPINES Operation lasted longer than estimated thus forces from 
there not available for westward operation. 

(4) Hence OKINAWA only practicable operation in April. 

(5) With occupation of OKINAWA high command now believes soon be in strong 
position for westward movement. Story ends. 

Until receipt of your cover and deception plan for OLYMPIC and in order to keep 
strategic special means productive for future use JBS PCLAPTHBM continue de— 
deption story for present as follcw/s: 

(1) Recent movement of Jap strength from SOUTH CHINA to localities farther 
north have been noted but FORMOSA remains an enemy fortress and air base 
threat to our westward movement and this threat must be eliminated. 

(2) Present plans contemplate an assault against FORMOSA this summer. 

(3) Meanwhile investigation proceeding to determine most suitable landing 
field sites and harbors on CHINA Coast in vicinity of FORMOSA and to the north 
in order to mount further bombing offensives against enemy and to establish 

an oceanic supply line to CHINA. £ 

- Continued - 3 1 1 
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04 1843 JOINT SECURITY CONTROL TO CINCSWPA. CINCPAC ADV ETC . (CONTINUED) 




(4) Undoubtedly points on CHINA Coast which provide little or no enemy- 
opposition will be favored. Eiid Story# Such a story will provide opportunity 
for later plausible shift of story for cover and deception objectives farther 
north# Advise# 

05 0612 CINCPAC ADV TO CINCBPF! I NFO CQL3JJCH CINCPAC PEARL C0M3RDFLT COMSERON 10 . 


Tour 040259. 

1# At present time consider you should plan to sortie from MANUS as early 
in July as repairs to battle damage permit. Will keep you informed of any 
change of date. 

2# Details of service areas have ndt yet been promulgated by CoctfrdFlt 
but initial combat area will be NE of TOKYO# 

3. It is not possible to draw bulk fuel supplies from MARIANAS but ULITHI 
could be used# 

4# Concur with your proposal to send Capt. Brown to ny Adv Hdqtrs. Capt# 
Ewen USN will shortly be leaving GUAM to visit you and after conferring with 
you I would like him to confer with CcmOrdFlt and CTF 38 before rejoining TF 37. 


05 0658 CINCPOA ADV TO COMINCH INFO CINCAFPAC CCMGENPOA CINCPOA PEARL . 

1# Marshall's WARX 10737 passed to me by Richardson arrived after the com¬ 
pletion of conferences between staffs of CINCAFPAC—CINCSWPA and CINCPAC-CINCPOA 
reported by my 041231# At about the same time I received a letter from Giles 
which requested concurrence in the following recommendations: 

A# That the 3l6th Wing be redeployed from LEGUMINOUS to North Field,TINIAN, 

B# That initially 1 Royal AF Wing of approximately 200 Lancaster or 
Lincoln aircraft be deployed to IEGUMINOUS vice the 316th Wing# 

C# That a logistical planning program be initiated to determine the 

feasibility of continued RAF augmentation in the FOA until a final de¬ 
ployment of 40 Lancaster Squadrons is attained. 

2# The proposal to base an additional VIR Wing at North Field TINIAN is 
not a new one# It was examined carefully and as stated in ny 302255 May was 
found not bo be feasible without undue interference with the support of other 
activities. Pertinent to this situation is the fact that on 31 May OomGenAAFPOA 
informed me with reference to future flow of Army aircraft through the MARIANAS 
"The tactical bases of the 21st BomCom have a maximum a maximum load at this 
time and cannot take any part of this traffic"# It is increasingly evident 
that normal increases in Arny and Navy staging requirements and transport 
services will saturate the airfield capacity and will absorb the logistic 
capacity available for that purpose in the MARIANAS* Accordingly I reaffirm 
that it is not logistically feasible to deploy an additional VLR wing in the 
MARIANAS between new and OLYMPIC. 

3# Under agreements made with General MacArthur in MANILA on 16 May our 
engineering representatives have examined sites and consulted with the engineer: 
in the field and as the result of the Efforts of the staffs working separately 
and in conference together there has been evolved a coordinated plan to exploit 
to a maximum the potentialities of OKINAWA and IE SHIMA to support the opera¬ 
tions which must take place to prepare for OLYMPIC and to support the OLYMPIC 
Operations itself* We desired to install a larger air force but found it im¬ 
possible to do so. As reported in my 041231 it was possible to deploy only 
the equivalent of 21 groups of the Far Eastern Air Force. Para. 
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°5 0653 CINCPOA ADV TO COMINCH INFO CINCARPAC. COMGENPOA. CIMCPOA PEARL (CONT'D) 


Planned deployment of engineer troops in PTUKTUS now includes 37 Haval 
Construction Battalions 31 Array Aviation Battalions 8 Amy Construction Bat¬ 
talions and 20 Ar ray Combat Battalions total 96 battalions plus 8 Array general 
service regiments* 

As pointed out in CINCSWPA CX 17638 DTG O 305 IA conditions in the Pacific 
are not like those in EUROPE* An attempt to increase the air forces to be de¬ 
ployed in an island position involves a precisely coordinated use of shipping 
port and beach capacities land transportation and advance base overhead* The 
FEAF has more units than can be deployed in the RIUKYUS prior to OLYMPIC and 
they are of the types and have the training in the Pacific which makes them 
well suited for their tasks. The same is true of the navil aviation units in¬ 
volved. 

It is not feasible to deploy any units of the RAF in the RYUKYUS before 
OLYMPIC without displacing equivalent U.S. units. Displacement of any U.S. 
air units with consequent disruption of carefully integrated plans will have 
an extremely adverse effect on our attampt to prepare for OLYMPIC in the 
short time available. Displacement of VLR will be least prejudicial to OLYMPIC 
but is not recommended* 

It is recommended that the decision to base British aircraft in the RIUKYUS 
be reconsidered* It is further recommended that no British aircraft or British 
personnel arrive in the RIUKYUS prior to OLYMPIC. 

05 0842 CINCPAC ADY TO COHSERVPAC CGMAIRPAC COMMARGILS INFO C0M5THFLT CQLHRDFLT ATCO.I 
ENIWETOK. COS-SERON ID ATCQM KY/AJALBIN COMPHIBSPAC COMINPAC CCMMARIANAS COMWES- 

CARSUBAREA COMAIRPACSUBCGTFORD CINCPAC PEARL COMINCH CNO. 

Desire preparations be initiated as outlined below to support 1 fast car¬ 
rier group at ENIWETOK in July building up immediately to 3 US and 1 British 
by October and thereafter total of 4 or 5 indefinitely. Due to limited land 
area facilities ashore must be limited to those for support of garrison, air¬ 
craft pool, replacement pool and fleet recreation* Supply for fleet units 
must be from floating facilities. Following total tactical aircraft squadrons 
will be based there and other squadrons now present will be transferred to 
make additional space ashore. 1 PB (ML), 1 VMF, 1 VF(N), 1 VJ (TOWING) and 1 
VJ (DRONE), Any additional search required will be provided by seaplane units 
to reduce load on fields. 

A, Aviation support. Establish aircraft pool of 200 planes at ENIWETOK 
and 100 at ROI equipped to receive preserved carrier aircraft and issue in 
combat ready condition. Provide staging without aircraft for 2 CV groups. 
Augment NAB, CASU, HedRon and SeRon as necessary to support this plan bearing 
in mind necessity for keeping total personnel ashore to bare minimug* Defer 
roll up of ASD ROI as necessary to support increased air, 

B* Naval base support. Provide following augmentation for boat pool; 

18 LCT, 100 LCM, 20 LCVP, 24 LCI or LCT as available, 4 self propelled barges 
100 ton and necessary operating personnel, in increments as required* Provide 
additional E 10 component. Add 1 BB telephone and 20 small boat moorings. Pro¬ 
vide logistic support companies as necessary to supply forces afloat basing 
, them in APLs. Augment base administration, piloting, postal facilities, port 
director and shore patrol personnel as necessary* 

C* Construction. Fields. Field resurfacing not feasible at this time. 
Modified form of compacting such as used at MIDWAY authorized as necessary to 
maintain fields. No additional AvGas storage ashore contemplated* Housing to 
be in tents to greatest extent possible and where space limitations require 
bib barracks. These barracks available PEARL and require less space per 
capita housing than quonsets. Install 1 G-4 unit augmented by dental and opti¬ 
cal units in vicinity of present defense battalion facilities. Increase i r n 
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°5 0842 CINCPAC TO CCEISERVPAC. COMAIRPAC. CCMMARGIL5 INFO C0M5THFLT ETC (CONT’D) 


facilitiee as necessary to provide shore recreation for fleet units. Ausnent 
3 CBMU's at ENIWETOK to full strength. Transfer 1 Construction Battalion 
i INI AN to ENBffiTOK as soon as possible to start work essential to carry out 
augmentation of base. Supply additional distillers as necessary to provide 
water for increase in population. 

D. In executing above plan all personnel and facilities possible will be 
drawn from other bases in MarGils. Aviation personnel and facilities not re¬ 
quired at ULITHI also available for this augmentation. Desire floating repair 
facilities under ComSeRon 10 Rep ENIWETOK augmented as follows with dates in¬ 
dicating dates of arrival ENIWETOK. BASILAN AG 68 or BAH3J AG 71 15 July. 
LAERTES AR 20 1 July. DIONYSUS AR 21 1 Sept. DELTA AR 9 1 Sept. ALCOR AD 34 
1 July DENEBOLA AD 12 1 July ALTAIR AD 11 1 Sept. ARD 29 15 Sept ARD 30 15 
July ARDC 7 1 July IF 618 1 July IF 730 1 July IF 722 15 July. In event dates 
can not be met ComServPac will make necessajy adjustments to provide equivalent 
facilities by 1 October. Desire ComServRon 10 Rep with adequate staff be 
established ENIWETOK immediately. 

05 1209 CINCPOA ADV TO COMINCH & CNO INFO CINCAFPAC. CINCPAC hEARL/ Tw"!^ 

Following preli mn n ary forecast of shipping requirements for CINCPAC-CBJCFOA 
developed as result of conference between CINCAFPAC-CINCSWPA and CINCPAC- 
CINCPOA at GUAM 1-4 June. 

Commencing early in September and continuing through January all APA and 
AKA AFD LST LSM and smaller assault types in POA will be required for mounting 
OLYMPIC. 

CINCPAC-CINCPOA requirements for continued development and support of 
present bases in the POA including HYUKYUS. August 23 AP 273 AK Sept 21 AP 
270 AK Oct 17 AP 213 AK Nov 16 AP 183 AK Dec 17 AP 183 AK Jan 15 AP 179 AK 
Feb 16 AP 172 AK. Foregoing in terms of sailings. 

Following are CINCPAC shipping requirements for OLYMPIC based on assign¬ 
ment of shipping responsibilities agreed on at GUAM conference and destined 
to arrive at objectives in months indicated. Nov 8 AP 25 AK Dec 8 AP 45 AK 
Jan 14 AP 45 AK Feb 2 AP 12 AK. AP estimates based on 1500 troop lift per 
transport. Assume CINCAFPAC will submit to appropriate Army agencies his re¬ 
quirements for shipping for which he has responsibility for procurement as 
mutua ll y agreed at the GUAM conference. 

Refer JCS 521/13 Annex D page 110. APA can be made available on West 
Coast in numbers indicated during July and August but will not be available 
for remainder of scheduled redeployment. Request estimated dates and embarka¬ 
tion points for ships required for redeployment during July and August. 

CINCPAC-CINCPOA estimates of shipping requirements will be revised monthly 
for succeeding 3 month periods in accordance current practice. 
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N 050559 COM 3RD FLEET to CTG 30.8 Info OTF 38. CTF 31. CINCPAC BOTH HQ. COMSERVPAC . 

TOP SECRET . Presently expect withdraw TF 38 to LEYTE about 10-12 June, 

Task force will depart LEYTE about 1 July for extensive operations at sea 
necessary details of which will be given to you in conference and by hand* 
Will require replenishment services at sea during July including special 
group of about 12 fastest and most reliable oilers for advanced fueling. 
Servplan details will be furnished later. 

Para. Desire you reduce your group operating at sea when Task Force 
38 withdraws to minimum required for service to Task Force 31 using direct 
sailings from ULITHI and LEYTE to OKINAWA where possible. Send BOUNTIFUL 
(AH 9) to LEYTE when Task Force 38 retires. Suggest you proceed LEYTE in 
DETROIT as soon as practicable after TF 38 proceeds there. 

050743 canRnFT.KET to OTF 81. CTF 31 (3 2). CTF 39 In fo COLONCH. CIN CPAC BOTH HQ, 

ALL TASK FORCE COMS AND ALL TASK (SOUP COMS 3RD FLEET . 

TOP SECRET . Here comes Com3rdFleet OpPla 5-45. 

A. Task Force 31 5th Amphibious Force VAdm Hill units as currently 
assigned. 

Al. Task Force 32 Gunfire and Covering Force RAdra McCormick until 
relieved by VAdm Oldendorf units as assigned by CTF 31. 

A2. Task Force 39 Mine Flotilla RAnm Sharp units as assigned by 

CTF 31. 

Para. This force while carrying out the general mission prescribed 
in my OpPlan 3-45 will sweep a specified area of enemy mines in order to 
provide a clear approach area into the EAST CHINA SEA. 

Para. A. Task Force 31 sweep approximately the north eastern half of 
area Z completing this sweep by 5 July 1945* 

1. Instructions contained in sub paras XI, 3, 4 and 5 W OpPlan 

3-45 apply. 

2. Area Z is bounded on 5 sides by a line joining following points 
Z1 25-17N 126-36E, Z2 24-44N 126-00E, Z3 25-18N 125-23E, Z4 25-40N 125-49S, 

Z5 25-43N 126-07E. 

3. This plan effective on receipt. 

Para. Para 5 ray OpPlan 3-45 remains in effect. 
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06 0724 C0MGENAAFP0A TO CINCPOA ADV INFO CINCAFPAC. C0MG3J TEN. COMGSNAAFPOA ADMIN 


3430. 

1. The deferment of FRICTICN accents our airdrome requirements to 
support OLYMPIC Operations. 

2. Although IHEYA RETTO and AGUNI-SHIMA were captured largely for radar 
purposes, it is believed it possible to build airdromes, at least fighter 
airdromes, on these islands. 

3. Request all possibilities, including physical reconnaissance, be 
explored to determine airfield potentialities of these 2 islands. Request 
earliest advice of investigation results. 

06 1243 CINCPOA ADV TO COMGEN TM . 

At earliest convenience after capture of IHEYA and AGUNI are completed 
please give me your estimate of practicality and desirability undertaking 
airdrome developments thereon having in mind program now projected for 
OKINAWA. 

06 0930 GHQ SWPA to CHIEF OF STAFF WAR DEPT. CINCPOA ADV . 

CX 17860. Ref WX 10737 2nd, arrangements have been perfected between CINCAFPAC 
and CINCPOA to displace 21 and 3/4 groups of FEAF to the RYUKYUS prior to 15 
September for the support of OLYMPIC. Generally speaking, this will absorb 
potential airfield sites on northern and central OLINAWA and IE SHIMA which 
are susceptible of development during the rainy season. It is the under¬ 
standing of CINCAFPAC that the support of the increased forces will likewise 
absorb all port and service troop capacity during the next few months. 2 
plans would appear to be practicable, based on the studies which have just 
been completed between CINCAFPAC and CINCPOA. 

Plan 1. Allocate potential sites in the vicinity o f TAMAGUSUKU. referred 
to as XI, and NAKVZA, referred to as X2, and a possible site in the vicinity 
of OZATO, all on southern OKINAWA. Allocate the southern portion of YONABARU 
WAN for development of harbor facilities by the British. The areas indicated 
are still occupied by the Japanese and detailed surveys have not yet been 
made. From information at present available, it appears that 1 65 OO foot and 
1 7000 foot runways could be obtained in the 1 st 2 mentioned areas. 

plan 9 . Retard the entrance of the Lancasters into OKINAWA until after 
1 November, at which time it is anticipated that FEAF will displace forward 
in the OLYMPIC Operation and the facilities thereby vacated will be available 
for British use. 

CINCAFPAC refrains from comment relative to the desirability of immediate 
acceptance of the engineer units indicated since the ability of ports to 
take in this additional equipment is a problem of paramount interest to 
CINCPOA. CINCPOA is requested to comment on the 2 plans above indicated. 
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06 0611 CQM3RDFLT TO CIMCPAC ADV . 

Your 050612 and 050613* Commencing by Paras, 

(1) When they join up I tentatively plan employ British carrier group 

as tactical unit of TF 32. British Service Group because of speed and tech¬ 
nique characteristics will be separate from SERON 6 but operated in same 
general vicinity insofar as circumstances permit. British forces can be 
incorporated into our combat and service operation scheme at any time. The 
sortie of TF 33 from LEYTE and the initiation of TF 38 offensive operations 
need not be affected by availability of British forces. 

(2) Service areas will depend on location and sequence of targets, tempo 
of attack, and enemy capabilities and will be selected to meet existing con¬ 
ditions and announced as a part of appropriate OpOrds. Had understood and 
tentatively planned KURTTES HOKKAIDO NORTH HONSHU as initial combat area 
rather than TOKYO. 

(3) No comment other than offering the thought that British carriers 
might be able to carry out longer sustained operations and more strikes per 
cruise if TF 112 could replenish at ENIWETOK. 

(4) Am looking forward to seeing fiwen and unless otherwise directed will 
direct Lefanu (RN) to make refresher visit to his own command while TF 38 

is in LEYTE. 


060630 CQMGEN TEN TO COHGMPOA INFO CINCAFPAC. CINCPAC BOTH HQ. ISCCM 331 . 

Ref ComGenPOA RJ 62716 DTG 022228 and CINCPOA Adv H 4 020650. Request 24th 
Inf Regt be assigned garrison LEGUMINOUS for early shipment. Needed for 
protection installations outlying islands. Size and terrain of LEGUMINOUS 
requires garrison division organized as complete tactical unit not only for 
organized hostile units roving mountains who must be continuously hunted. 
Presence 24th Inf Regt will release earlier some Arny units under 2nd ref¬ 
erence SANBE. 


06 0230 COMINPAC TO CINCPAC ADV. INFO COM MARIANAS. ADCQMINPAC.G0M3RDFLT . 

Mining of BUNGO SUIDO by DMs may be desirable in support OLYMPIC. Possible 
though risky to lay extensive fields outside eneny mines under cover carrier 
arte raft attack. Closure expected 3 to 30 days most effective just prior 
assault. SANGAY now in MARIAMS has sufficient mines for this operation and 
for sidiear closure KII SUIDO which might be desirable about 1 month earlier. 
In these operations contemplated request SANGAY remain MARIANAS or MARSHALLS 
available to supply mines to Ms at OKINAWA in August; All other shipments 
of surface mines to OKINAWA cancelled by ny 150731 May not to all. 


06 051J2 CINCPOA ADV CNO INFO CINCPAC PEARL. CINCAFPAC MANILA . 




Your 022030. Subject Loran. The assumptions concerning an EAST CHINA 
SEA chain with stations in the RYUKYUS are not in agreement with present 
plans. . Phases 3C 3D and 3E of ICEBERG have been deferred indefinitely and 
as a result tBere are no Loran locations available in the RYUKYUS except 
in OKINAWA. The next available site would be in KYUSHU late this year. Pre¬ 
liminary conference with representatives of CINCAFPAC reveals that present 
plans are for FEAF to install air transportable equipment in this location. 

Conference to be held in the near future by representatives of CINCPAC 
CINCAFPAC and 20th Air Force to coordinate Loran requirements for coverage of 
the CHINA SEA and the Empire. On conclusion of this meeting combined require¬ 


ments for these areas will be submitted to JCS. 

Redommand (A) MENKAR continue present schedule. (B) ComWesSeaFron sr 
chain from the U.S. to PHILIPPINES. (C) This equipment to be installed in 

^cations as become available and are agreed upon by CINCPAC,CINCAFPAC & 
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06 1247 C01ORDFLT TO CTF31. CTF 32.CTF 39 IMFO COMINCH. CINCPAC BOTH. ALL TFC & TGC 

3RDFLT. CQM5THFLT. 

This will be my OpPlan 6-45* 

A* TF 31 5th Amphibious Force — VAdm Hill* Units as currently assigned# 

1# TF 32 Gunfire and Covering Force — VAdm Oldendorf units as assigned 
by CTF 31. 

B. TF 39 - Mine Flotilla - RAdm Sharp - Units as assigned by Com3rdFlt. 

Para# For information own and eneny forces see my OpPlan 3-45* 

3rdFlt forces not specified in this OpPlan support this operation by execution 
of missions assigned in Com3rdFlt OpPlan 3-45# 

These forces while carrying out the general mission prescribed in my 
OpPlan 3-45 will sweep specified areas in the EAST CHINA SEA of mines in order 
to provide a clear operating area in this sea for our forces. 

A# TF 31 provide necessary air and surface support to TF 39. Provide logistic 
support for own forces and TF39 in RYUKYUS. 

• B. TF 39 clear area JUNEAU of enemy mines completing this sweep by 1 Aug 1945. 

1. Instructions contained in sub paras Xl,3>4, and 5 ny OpPlan 3-45 apply. 

2. Area JUNEAU is bounded by line connecting following points: 

C. Lat 26-04 Long 124-09 

D. Lat 26-15 Long 124-31 

E. Lat 27-33 Long 126-01 
L. Lat 28-20 Long 125-20 
U. Lat 27-00 Long 123-50 

3. This plan effective 0000 GOT 5 July unless notified otherwise by 
dispatch. 

Logistics as in OpPlan 3-45. CTF 31 arrange for logistic support in 
KiuMuo as required# 

Para 5 OpPlan 3-45 remains in effect. 

06 2241 CINCPAC ADV TO C0U3RDFLT INFO CTF 38. CTG 38.1. CTG 38.4 

As soon as practicable submit your estimated track of recent typhoon and 
each major Task Group for period 3-6 June inclusive# 

06 2242 CINCPOA ADV TO C0?QRDFLT INFO CTF 38 CTF 31 COMGEH TEN COMINCH CTG 99.2 

Your 060653* >received subsequent my 061244 2nd strike authorized to be 
made at your discretion prior to return to LEYTE. * 

06 2243 CINCPAC ADV TO C0M3RDFLT . 

Your 061219 affirmative. 


1 
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06 0742 CINCPOA ADV TO C^CDJCH INFO CINCSWPA, 


For Joint Security Control. Arrangements made for CINCPAC and CINCAFPAC 
deception representatives to meet in MANILA II June to prepare Joint Cover 
and Deception Plan for OLYMPIC. Plan to be presented to JCS immediately 
following this conference. 

Your attention invited to appendix F of Preliminary Draft of CINCPAC 
Joint Staff Study OLYMPIC which has tentative agreement in principle by 
CINCAFPAC planners. 

Is your 041843 a firm directive or a proposal. 

07 0123 CINCPAC ADV TO C0H3RDFLT INFO CINCPAC PEARL . 

Unless already provided for Com3rdFlt arrange for suitable diversion 
ship to remain in combat area transmitting traffic apparently from you. 
Recommend transfer to diversion ship at least 2 operators who have been re¬ 
cently on your ship shore circuit preferably those with noticeable transmit¬ 
ting characteristics. CINCPAC PEARL inform Com3rdFlt of any such character¬ 
istics recently noted by monitors at WAHIAWA. While in port note that forces 
in ypur company should continue receive traffic on foxes. Bonafide outgoing 
traffic should be filed ashore for transmission with codress headings. 

07 0559 CINCPOA ADV TO C0M3HDFLT CTF 31 COMGEN 10 Info CCff'MFPAC CG2NDLIARDIV , 
CG3RDFHIBC0RPS. COMMARIANAS .MARCORPS.C0MGENP0A. ISCai SAIPAN . 

To clarify Para 2 MyDis 140245* 8th Mar RCT remains under operational 
control of ComGen Ten after capture of AGUNI and is available for employment 
Phase 1 ICEBERG if desired. This includes accompanying replacements. 

06 1244 CINCPAC ADV TO C0M3RDFLT INFO CCHINCH. COMGEN 10. CTG 31. CTG 38. CTG 38.3 . 

Your 060829 (to me only) approved. Unless 'Itherwise directed by later 
dispatch withdraw TF 38 to LEYTE after strike on KYUSHU fields about 8 June, 

06 2242 COMINCH TO CINCPOA ADV INFO HONE . 

Reference CINCAFPAC CX 17860. Do you desire to make anj(^omment further 
than your O 5 O 658 . 

iroiiinnmBDnm 

07 0813 CINCPAC ADV TO C0M3RDFLT . 

This replies to that part of your 050209 regarding weather service infor¬ 
mation. The 1st indication of a cyclonic circulation with a possible develop¬ 
ment of a typhoon was on 31 May when an intense wave passed GUAM. Immediate 
steps were taken to track and cover this disturbance. In addition to the 
normal coverage the following coverage was requested. 

(A) FairWing 18 directed by my 011105 to cover on 2 Jhne the area 500 miles 

N and 250 miles W of FE TKU U. ed 

(B) On 2 June a B-24 from 655 th weather sqdn was order/to area 600 to SW of 
GUAM. 

(C) FairWing 1 to cover on 4 June area south of NAHA to 20 N between 123-133 E. 

(D) CINCSWPA on 4 June to effect weather reconnaissance of tropical storm 
at 18-00N 127-00 E. 

(E) On 4 June a B-29 WRM to TOKYO was diverted to 23-00N 129-OOE. o -t n r 

(F) For 5 June CINCSWPA to repeat reconnaissance of 4 June. 

(G) For 5 June B-29 to circle storm expected in area 20-OON 127-OOE. 

As info adee you were advised of flight plans covering weather reconnaissance. 
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07 0833 CIKCFAC ADV TO C0M3RPFLT (CONTINUED) 

Para. On 3 June storm was out of range from POA bases but within range 
of 7thFlt aircraft. Information is being obtained as to action taken by 7thFlt. 

Regular weather broadcasts at 6 hour intervals gave latest information 
available. Twice daily broadcasts to "All USN Ships" (NERK) at 0800 and 2000 
were made. At 1600 daily broadcast on channel 35 C was made. 

07 0816 CINCPOA ADV TO COMINCH INFO CINCAFPAC . 

Following comment made on CINCAFPAC CX 17860* Plan 1 extremely inadvis¬ 
able and all of YONABARU WAN required for U.S* Naval Base facilities. P lan 2 
is less objectionable but submit that U.S. augmentation of U.S. Army Strategic 
Air Force will contribute more effectively to the defeat of JAPAN than wilJL 
deployment of British units and creation of mixed forces within a conge/sted 
island. 

07 2340 C0M5THFLT TO CINCPAC ADV . 

Desirability of fields proposed by COMINPAC li li mWii 060230 cannot be 
determined this long ahead of operation. Recommend mines be landed and 
available for loading in minelayers ht OKINAWA so that fields may be laid 
either just before or during operation if conditions then existing make this 
desirable. 

07 1432 GHQ SWPA TO CINCPOA ADV INFO CTF 73. CO FAAF. WAR DEFT OPDIV. HAYF . 

CX 17973* 

Concur in release of 2 PB4Y squadrons as specified in your 270541 with 
VPB 3J.6 remaining in POA and 2nd Sqdn to be designated at a later date for 
transfer in August. Our CX 16802 May hereby cancelled. The following units 
may be released to CINCPAC. 3 PV1 Sqdns as follows: Return VPB 137 to USN now. 
Release VPB 128 upon completion of 0 operations. Release VPB 149 when VPB 53 
from northern SOLOMONS becomes available in the PHILIPPINES. All 4 VPB(MS) 
Mariner Sqdns and both VPB (MS) Amphibious Sqdns will be retained. The tender 
TANGIER can be released in July. No other tenders can be released at this time. 
Direct communication authorized with Ccm7thFlt to effect details of transfer 
of squadrons and tender. 

07 2319 CG FMFPAC TO CINCPOA ADV . 

Will 8th Marines and attached units rejoin 2nd MarDiv at SAIPAN in time 
to permit employment this division with 5th PhibCorps. Your 070559 refers. 

If available desire utilize 2nd MarDiv in lieu 4th MarDiv for OLYMPIC. 

08 0519 CINCPAC ADV TO CINCBPF INFO CINCPAC PEARL. COMSERON TEN . 

My 050612. Com3rdFlt has made following comments. "Service areas will de¬ 
pend on location and sequence of targets and will be selected to meet existing 
conditions and announced as part of appropriate OpOrds. Am looking forward 
to seeing Ewen and unless otherwise directed will dorect LEFANU to visit CINCBFf 
while TF 38 is in LEYTE". 

Refer ny 050612 Para 3. You will be authorized to draw bulk fuel supplies 
from ENIWETOK if you consider this preferable to ULITHI. 
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08 0250 COM3RDFLT TO CIMCPAC ADV INFO CTF 33 CTF 31 CTG 99.2 CornGen 10 


Your 062242 believe earliest return TF 38 to base for upkeep and storm 
damage repair will best serve your plans for future operations* 1 Squadron 
MAG 14 has arrived OKINAWA others due 9 and 10 June. Unless OKINAWA air de¬ 
fense situation seriously deteriorates intend withdraw TF 38 from this area 
10 June arriving LEYTE 13 June. 

08 0815 C0M3RDFLT TO CINCPAC ADV INFO CTF 38. CTF 31 * 

KANOYA strike completed with negligible plane losses and no threat as 
yet to surface units. Good surprise achieved. Details and damage assessment 
by later dispatch. Refuelling tomorrow. 

08 1520 CINCPAC ADV TO C0M3RDFLT INFO CCMINPAC. CTF 38 . 

In connection with your prospective strikes against the northern HONSHU- 
HOKKAIDO Area the HAKODATE-AOMORI railroad ferries should be included in 
target assignment. Special intelligence information on this target is being 
prepared for distribution. 

08 1521 CINCPAC ADV TO COKPHIBSPAC INFO COUSERVPAC. CINCPAC PEARL. COMINCH & CNO. 
C0M5THFLT. C0M3RDFLT. NAV MED SUP PEP PEARL. 

ComPhibsPac 060200 not to all and not needed. The request to fit out 
SAMUEL CHASE (APA 26), THOMAS JEFFERSON (APA 30) and J.T. DICKMAN (APA 13) 
as casualty evacuation ships similar to CRESCENT CITY (APA 21) and GOSPER (APA 
170) is approved. These ships will be directed report AdComPhibsPac at PEARL 
for necessary work. ComServPac will supply required additional medical 
personnel on request. Medical equipment and supplies will be provided by 
Naval Medical Supply Depot PEARL. Minor alterations to provide operating 
room facilities authorized. My 061330 of March refers. 

It has been agreed that all PacFlt APA's which are in operating condition 
will be made available for employment in OLYMPIC and it is deiired that the 
above 5 ships be employed in this operation in their primary mission of car¬ 
rying amphibious troops for the assault and not in the 1st garrison echelon 
as suggested. It is further desired that the FREMONT (APA 44) designated by 
ComPhibePac 040225 as flagship for CcmPhibsGrp 13 be employed as an APA in 
the assault in addition to her flagship mission. 


3167 











t \ 


T W LUMA ' 

JUNE (GOT) 

09 0843 CIMCPAC ADV TO CCMINCH & CNO INFO DCNO(AIR) COMAIRPAC C0M7THFLT C0MAIR7THFLT 

CINCSWPA . 

Com7thFlt and CINCSWPA consider 4 VPB(HL) Squadrons 4 VPB(MS) and 2 VPB(MS) 
Amphibious Squadrons can meet naval air requirements in SWPA. I concur that 
these numbers are ample new and consider they may be reduced later as strategic 
situation decreases requirements. Request your concurrence in deploying in 
POA squadrons in excess of 7thFlt requirements as stated above. 

09 0856 C INC POA ADV TO CTF 31. CCMGEB 10 Info CCM3RDFLT C0M5THFLT CQ.1PHIBSPAC . 

Desire your comments on proposal capture KUME SHIMA after AGUNI SHIMA 
#sing 8th Marine RCT. Unless you have reliable local information as to 
garrison and defenses operations to obtain intelligence are indicated. 

09 0857 CINCPAC ADV TO CCMINCH & CNO . 

Your 061314. My 260930 contemplated the establishment of an American 
flag commercial air service to the South Pacific in the interest of the United 
States as a whole. Consider that it should be on a straight commercial basis 
not an ArnQr or a Navy contract service and should have modern equipment such 
as C54's obtained by release of production by Both Arny and Navy on a pro 
rata basis. Consider delay until end of year relatively undesirable but 
acceptable if other plans and preparations are made in advance. 

09 1950 JOINT SECURITY CONTROL TO GHQ SWPA. CINCPAC ADV INFO CG USFCT . 

WARX 14392. Reaching you and info addressees in a few days will be overall 
deception directive. Reference CINCPAC ADV 060742. CINCAFPAC CX 17832. 
Directive does not include COOKHOUSE (SHIKOKU) as objective for OLYMPIC nor 
DEERBLAYER-COROLLARY (CHUSAN ISLAND-SHANGHAI) as initial objective. Following 
fictional operations are included. Amphibious assault against CULTURE (FORr- 
MOSA AREA) in late summer 1945* Advance in HELLCJV SEA in winter of 1945-46 
to secure bases for air and inland operations. Operations against LABORATORY 
(HOKKAIDO) early Fall 1945 with simulated buildup in ALEUTIANS. An assault 
from the PHILIPPINES by CINCAFPAC coordinated with overland assault by Allied 
maiAland forces against FRENCH INDO CHINA in Fall of 1945* 

10 0231 CINCPOA ADV TO CCMGEN TOJ INFO ISCOl uKINAVA. ISCOM IE SHIMA. CINCAFPAC. 

CINCPOA PEARL. COMGENPOA. COMGENAAFPOA. 

Pending issuance of changes to Base Development Plan request you initiate 
development in accordance my Ser 0005071 as modified by CINCSWPA 071605* 

Paras 2 G and 5 B ny serial establish priority of development. Instructions 
covering procurement of materials referred to in Para 2 G will follow. 

10 0507 CINCPOA ADV TO CNO INFO CINCAFPAC. CINCPOA PEARL. COMGENPOA. DEPCOMAF 20 . 

Recommendations and conclusions of conferees of Joint Mapping Conference 
as submitted in letter subject Mapping Conference, OAHU, T.H. 25-29 May 1945, 
dated 29 May are approved by CINCPOA. Recommend that JCS 756/2 be changed 
accordingly. 
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1516 CG USFCT TO MARSHALL FOR HHLL AND SCI'ERTELL INFO CIKCAFPAC. CGUSFIBT 

CGREUSFCTPCMO. CG 14 AF. CG SOSCT. CG CACMH. CCgflNCH PASSED TO CSJCPOA APV . 

CFBX 38394. 

1. Plans are being perfected to take fullest advantage of the Japanese with¬ 
drawal as it continues in the NANNING— LIUCHCW area by stretching available 
resources to the utmost* Build up of present sub minimum stock levels is 
being delayed to permit maximum intra CHINA forward movement. It is planned 
to augment present intra theater movement by direct air shipment from INDIA 
BURMA Theater as soon as airfields in the LIUCHCW-NANNING area will permit. 
However a demand for additional tonnage in LIUCHCW-NANNING area to permit 
rapid following up of Japanese withdrawal still remains. 

2. It is believed that capture of an intermediate port, probably FORT BAYARD, 
in LIUCHOW PENINSULA area by approximately 1 August may be a definite possi¬ 
bility without detracting appreciably from the main effort. Investigations 
are continuing to select the exact area. 

3* It is therefore requested as a matter of urgency that War Department 
advise me of arrangements that can be made and resources particularly 
shipping, amphibious craft, materiel, and minor naval harbor defenses which 
can be provided and the timing thereof to utilize this opportunity of im¬ 
proving CHINA theater's line of communications based on assumptions given 
below. Upon receipt of this information from WarDept, and after necessary 
coordination with the INDIA BURMA Theater, I will advise War Dept of my 
course of action. 


4. ASSUMPTIONS : 

A. Materiel required initially to be shipped through this port are 
primarily trucks preloaded with drummed avgas and drivers, self 
propelled road repair equipment and operators, equipment for reasonable 
naval harbor defense and minor equipment for harbor repairs. A list 

of material for other than naval harbor defense is being prepared by 
ComGen services of supply CHINA Theater and will be forwarded in 
next 48 hours. I request recommendations of the Navy Dept as to re¬ 
quirements for a reasonable harbor defense for the assumed. 

B. FORT BAYARD will be used after 1 August 1945. 

C* 1st month capacity 30000 MT and 60000 MT per month thereafter. 

D. An anchorage should be provided where shipping can stage and be 
called forward. 

E. Shipments will continue over the present line of commmications to 
full capacity after capture and development of FORT BAYARD Area. 

5* There are no personnel available within present CHINA Theater troops basis 
to Drovide for port rehabilitation, port operations, including transshipment, 
if necessary, and harbor defense. ComGen INDA BURMA Theater is being furnished 
by me with a list of personnel required for the 1st 2 functions to determine 
availability. Request recommendations of the Navy Dept as to harbor defenses 
required and availability thereof. Latest information on FORT BAYARD Area 
indicates that LST is most suitable craft for this operation. 

7. Capture and development of an intermediate port area would result in 
the following advantages to CHINA Theater. 

A. More adequate support of American and Chinese forces, hence permitting 
a strengthened assault of HONGKONG-CANTON Area. 

B. Simplification of a very complex line of communications. 

C. Provision of vital equipment at the point required* 



ID 1620 COMINCH AND CNO TO CINCPAC ADV. 
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Desire your early examination and comnerit on CGUSAF CHINA CFBX 38894 passed to 
you as Cominch 101516. VJedemeyers proposals offer promise not only as to augmen¬ 
tation of Chinese participation in war, but as to cover for OLYMPIC. On the as¬ 
sumption that sufficient shallow draft shipping can be made available. 










10 1320 MACARTHPR TO CINCPAC ADV. OQUGSNPOA INFO COMGEN TEN . 

X 13237. I 

Ref RJ 03069 j 8th, and ComGen 10 O 6063 O June, In view of the intent of 
CINCPAC to leave 1 MarDiv on OKINAWA indefinitely and the anticipated continued 
staging of 2 Array Divisions thereon until CORONET, it aopears to CINCAFPAC 
thtt the movement of the 24th Inf to OKINAWA is of doubtful necessity. Such 
a move would appear to be particularly undesirable at the present time because 
it absorbs shipping which is badly needed for the rool up of troops in rear 
areas and because it will tend to congest ports needed to support CXU opera¬ 
tions in support of OL YMP IC« It is suggested that this matter be reviewed in 
view of the factors indicated above and this headquarters be .further advised 
as to your conclusions, 

11 0330 CTF 31 to SCRIBNER (AFP 122) Info COMINCH. CTG 99.3. CCKH1IBSPAC. TF 32. COM- 

1RDFLT, CTF 36. CGFMFPAC. KINZER (APD 191). TF 31.CINCPAC BOTH. CTG 99.2. 

CTF 31 (Com5thPhibFor) OpOrd A 205-45. 

TASK ORGANIZATION 

A. TF 31 (5thRiibFor) VAdm Hill as currently organized, 

B, TG 31.26 Reconnaissance Group Lt.Domdr, Street in SCRIBNER (APD 122) 

with KINZER (AFD 191) and FMFPac Amphibious Reconnaissance 
Battalion Major Jones less Co. A, 

1. Information as in current orders and dispatches. By separate directive 
ships of radar picket station 11 A will be directed to cover reembarkation 
from KUME SHIMA. 

2. This force will while continuing present operations make reconnaissance 
of KUM3 SHIMA in order to obtain information of enemy garrison and to deter¬ 
mine suitability of beaches for amphibious landings. 

3-A. TF 31 continue present operations, 

3-B. TG 31.26 embark reconnaissance personnel in NAKAGUSUKU WAN 11 June, 

Depart OKINAWA 12 June and rendezvous with ships radar picket station 
11 A by l600 same date. At 2000 depart radar picket station proceed 
to debarkation points and land reconnaissance personnel on north and 
south coast KUME SHIMA. Take prisoners as practicable and obtain 
information on enemy garrison. Determine suitability of beaches for 
amphibious landing. Complete reembarkation of reconnaissance personnel 
about 0430 13 June proceed OKINAWA make report to CTF 31 and CG 10. 
Deliver prisoners to CG 10. After disembarkation ti»ops revert com¬ 
mand ComGen 10. At that time TG dissolved SCRIBNER KINZER report to 
CTG 31.4. 

4 and 5. Logistics and communications as in CTF 51 OpPlan Al-45. 

11 0518 MACARTHUR TO CDICPOA ADV INFO 10TH US ARMY . 

CX 18398. Request clearance for following: 

A. Brig.Gen. David Hutchinson and party of 3 to proceed LEGUMINOUS on or 
about 12 June and 

B. Air echelon of 14 C-46 transports with 70 officers and enlisted men v.ith 
equipment on or about 13 June to establish Advon FEAF prior to arrival of FEAF 
units in area. 

C. On or about 15 June to initiate B-25 courier plane service from Clark Field 
to LEGUMINOUS on alternate days. All above planes will require servicing and 
RON. If above dates not practicable request earliest dates A, B and C above 
can be cleared. Dur to large number similar air echelons suggest arrangements 
for future movements be made by FEAF directly with 10th Array with information 
to CINCPOA ADV HQ and CINCAFPAC. 


3170 









*-1 


JUKE (GOT) 


f \ 


11 1210 CTF 31 to CTG 32.1 CTG 99.2 CTG 31.20. CTG 30.6 Inf o CINCPAC APV.CCMSUBPAC 
C0M3RDFIT . 

Operation SOCKEM. Air Plan. On Y-Day this force vdll conduct air attack 
in force against enemy aircraft and aircraft facilities in southern KYUSHU 
area. Take off time from OKINAWA fields about 1000. TG 32.1 provide attack 
group of 36 VF and 30 TBM staging through OKINAiVA fields. TAP escort and other¬ 
wise support this operation with approximately 60 long range fighters. CTG 
31.20 provide weather service immediately preceding the operation and Dumbo 
service. CINCPAC will be requested to provide lifeguard submarine I 65 degrees 
50 miles from K5 of SOP 2A. CTG 99.2 furnish preliminary target intelligence. 
Effect load coordination traffic control and arrange logistics. CTG 32.1 fui>- 
nish target coordination call S0CKE3I HARD. CTG 30.6 requested to take station 
and conduct radio deception tactics to simulate HECF1T of STINGER Operation. 

For planning purposes Y-Day tentatively established 15 June to be confirmed 
by dispatch. 

11 1300 CINCPOA ADV TO CINCARPAC INFO COHGEN TEN . 

Agree in principle to your 110518. Specifically:- 

A. Concur. Clearance for actual flight to be obtained from ComGen 10. 

B. Concur. T imin g to be promulgated by CG 10 after conferences with General 
Hutchinson have located satisfactory camp sites and determined the feasi¬ 
bility of servicing FEAF aircraft. 

C. Concur. Timing subject to desires of CG 10. Future movements FEAF air¬ 
craft should not interfere with tactical requirements and present air 
traffic GUAM to OKINAWA which is expected to continue on present scale. 


11 1430 CONGEN TEN TO CTG 99.3 Info CINCPAC ADV. CTU 99.3.5 . 

CINCPOA ADV 100231 not to all is quoted for necessary action. (CINCPOA ADV 
100231 is already in the graybook), 

12 0149 CINCPOA ADV TO CINCAFPAC . 

Comparison of Annex 3 Appendix B CINCPOA Staff Study OLYMPIC with Annex 
3B(5)(B)4 CINCAFPAC OLYMPIC study shows difference in dividing line between 
normal operating areas of HYUKYU Air Forces and carrier forces. For uniformity 
and clarification suggest that 133 degrees E Long, be agreed on as the dividing 
line between areas of primary responsibility. This is also the dividing line 
between 3rd and 5th Fleet areas. It is understood that overlapping will occur 
subject to coordination initiated or requested by the unit crossing the line. 

New subject. Para 3B(5)(E) and (F) page 19 CINCAFPAC OLYMPIC study. Re¬ 
quest clarification of first coordinate. It is assumed that the line described 
is intended to be that shown on Annex 2 Appendix B CINCPOA OLYMPIC Study. 

12 0444 CINCPOA ADV TO CINCAFPAC INFO CINCPOA PEARL.CG FEAF.CG6THARhff.COMPHIBSPAC . 

Subject assault air warning and fighter direction units OLYMPIC. It is 
anticipated that during 1st phase of operation and before adequate heavy 
facilities are established ashore, air warning and fighter direction and the 
coordination thereof will be the responsibility of ComPhibsPac. A system of 
command ships, radar guard ships and outlying picket ships will be employed 
for this purpose. In addition effort is being made to obtain effective aerial 
radar pickets. 

To assist in expediting the rapid establishment ashore of early warning 
and fighter control stations, a number of Marine Air Warning Squadrons or 
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12 0444 CINCFOA ADV TO CINCAKPAC INFO CIWCPOA PEARL. COMCSN FSAF. ETC . (CONTINUED^ 


Teams therefrom can be made available if desired* Some of these units especial' 
ly those now in the OKINAWA area, have had considerable experience with both 
Navy and Array elements during the critical early period when forces ashore 
and afloat are most vulnerable to air attack. They would be equipped with 
special assault control posts mounted in LVTs and with light weight early 
warning and night fighter direction components. Suggest discussion of this 
feature of assault by ComPhibsPac and ComGen^thArray after QomPhibsPac arrives 
MANILA Area. 

12 0501 CINCFOA ADV TO CNO INFO CINCAFPAC. CINCPOA PEARL. CCHGEKPOA. CG TEN. CGAAFPOA 

CCM'ISSSEAFROIT . 

Ref Ur 052015. See GHQ SWPA 291149 to C of S TO. Troops listed your 
052015 cannot be identified as trooDS "now approved for ICEBERG". 

Some units are scheduled in your 025015 to move to FRICTION and ADJOURN 
capture of which have been indefinitely deferred. 

CINCPOA requirements Army troops have been made known to CINCAFPAC and 
arrangements made for movement many of these to objective in LSTs in order 
to meet serious unloading problems. 

All units listed your 052015 should be reported to CINCAFPAC in accordance 
his 29 II 49 and should be moved only in accordance his instructions. None of 
these units should move directly to destinations indicated except in accord¬ 
ance our agreements with CINCAFPAC and his instructions based thereon. 

12 1831 CINCPAC ADV TO CINCSNPA INFO COPGM TEN . 

Refer your 110518 and my 111300. Comgen 10 indicates 

A. Affirmative. 

B. Affirmative except prefers 7 planes per day instead of 14 on 1 day and 
that they not RON if practicable. 

C. Approve to Yorrtan. 

12 1240 CTF 31 to C0:i3.1DFLT INFO CINCPOA BOTH.ADCOMPHIBSPAC.SUBORDCCM ADCQ/PHIBSPAC 

COMSERVPAC. COMiiUBS PAC. COHSERVRON 10.CG10.CTG 99.1. CTF 32. CTF 39. 

In view prospective close of military operations at OKINAWA the follow¬ 
ing estimate of requirements TF 31 is submitted. General plan of retrenchment 
provides for: 

(A) Departure of ammo vessels, and early transfer of TU 30.9*5 to NAKAGUSUKU 
WAN except for repair elements which will remain KERAMA RETTO for present 
with TG 30.5. 

(B) Elimination gunfire support vessels, Oldendorf recommends detention for 
present 3 BB 4 CA or CL 9 DD as composition of TF 32 covering force 
pending return TF 3® at which time further recommendations will be sub¬ 
mitted. Hope to reduce picket stations to 3 and possibly to 2 by July 

1^ dependent upon progress of island radar installations. Have commenced 
reduction in LST LSM and LCI types to approximate figure shewn in PhibsPac 
serial 000208 except recommend total 104 LCI 1>pe remain for present. 

Delay development NAHA and eastern beaches plus additional unloading re¬ 
quirements to meet expanded development program will necessitate use of 
HAGUSHI beaches for indefinite period thereby creating additional require¬ 
ment screening and smoke vessels. Delay in construction naval base 
facilities will also necessitate retention receiving ships and floating 
storage for present. Based upon general shore based air picture expect 
release 1 group CVEs after island secure and other group after completion 
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13 0229 CINCPAC ADV TO COMFHIBSPAC . 

Your 090335* A total of 555 LSTs are assigned ComPhibsPac for employ¬ 
ment in OLYMPIC. This number includes all LSTs assigned for assault lift 
whether cargo is anrou nil ion, fog oil, vehicles, spare parts, mail or personnel. 
It is not expected that additional LSTs will be provided. 

The above LSTs will be provided from the total number of 709 LSTs which 
are expected to be available in the Pacific Ocean by 15 August. This number 
includes 546 LSTs now in POA, 136 LSTs now in SWPA and 27 new being rede¬ 
ployed from the Atlantic. 

Additional requirements for LSTs in POA during OLYMPIC will be met ty 
the remaining 154 LSTs in the Pacific including SWPA. Some will be overhauling 

It is anticipated that 45 of this 154 LSTs will be emplqyed during 
OLYMPIC as a reserve pool and will be available for subsequent lifts to the 
objective. „ 

12 0245 CTF 38 VIA C0M3RDFLT TO COMAIRPAC INFO C0H5THFLT.CINCPOA BOTH«C0M1STCARTF . 
C0M3RDFLT. 


ComAirPac 292035* The early 1942 concept of the carrier striking force con¬ 
tinues to have undue influence on front line equipment and concomitant supply. 
Planning should recognize instead the actual needs of present and future opera¬ 
tions in this war. CVs will never get far from beachhead when the real in¬ 
vasion begins because they are the only source of close CAP and support. For 
this work VF and VBF are practically the only useful type. Under the control 
of CASCU VT and V8 new aboard have been used only for supply missions and for 
bombing and strafing where antiaircraft is ineffective. These types are more 
vulnerable to AA than are VBF when excursions into strategic activity are 
made VBF properly and understanding^ handled can carry greater punishment 
to the enemy over longer ranges than the VB type. The foregoing is the exper¬ 
ience of the last year and emphatically of the immediate past. The compelling 
advantages of single seat bombers (VBF; over multi place bombers (VSB-VTB) 
in every prospective type of carrier operation are demonstrated in CTF 3® 
confidential serial 01310 dated 27 May. Even after this war our CV and CVB 
complements will likely be designed at least for some years for operations off 
littorals against shore based air rather than against navies. 

Complements of the CVBGs should have the same high proportion of single 
seaters as is recommended herein and has been recommended previously for CVGs. 
The present complement alternate complement and proposals A through D of 
ComAirPac*s 292035 are not recommended as they do not realistically meet the 
needs of the operations planned for this task force. The single seater will 
continue to predominate during this war. Production and supply should be 
altered forthwith to accommodate. Training needs no appreciable change. New 
and better types of VF are of course welcome. Recommend CVBDand CVG complement 
to occupy the follov/ing proportions of ship capacity. VF(F8F when available) 
30£, VBF (F4U) 60£, special (F7F) 10£. 

10 0612 CTF 36 to CINCPAC ADV INFO C0IiaRPAC.C0M3RDFLT.CH0 . 

CINCPAC 070315 CNO 062025 not to all. Technical details fellow. Pilot 
reports performance comparison made between F4U-1D and Jap positively identi¬ 
fied by gun camera as Tony. 

A. Between 15000 and 25000 little difference in climb with slight GILYHDX 

F4U. 

B. No direct comparison top speed but comparable. 

C. F4U was uhable to close distance in dive. 
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12 1240 CTF 31 to COM3 RDFLT INFO CINCPOA BOTH. COMPHIBSPAC. ETC . (CONTINUED) 


Z minesweeping operation unless further sweeping operations undertaken. 

Basis of no further operations after completion Z sweeping consider practicable 
reduce initially forces OKINAWA to following by July 1 with further redaction 
as conditions permit. TF 32 as listed above. TF 31 as recommended separately 
by CTF 39. TF 31 (to be later established as TG 99.1 naval forces RYUKYUS 
under RAdui Cobb on my departure) 24 DD to be reduced as picket stations are 
eliminated. 8 DE-AFD 18 PC or SC 10 YMS-AH types. 4 AN 20 LST 2 APB 29 LSM 
104 I£I type 4 AP 4 ATF 3 ARS 4 ATR MTBs as presently assigned. TG 30.9.5 
as recommended separately. The above does not include any escort require¬ 
ments for shipping between OKINAWA and rear taauuui areas. In event EAST CHINA 
SEA sweeping conducted increase TF 32 by 1 group CVE and escort plus 6 DD 
( FOB DHG )for close cover of mine force. In event KUME operation undertaken 
concurrently increase T? 31 by 4 additional DD and LSTs required for troop 
lift. 

If above plan approved a recommendation as to bow numbers and detailed 
breakdown of types will be submitted as soon as practicable. 

13 0228 CINCPAC ADV TO COMINCH INFO CGUSFC. 

Wedeneyer•s CFBX 3&894. Your 101620. I am in agreement with General 
Wedemeyer^ as to the desirability of establishing at the earliest possible 
time a more efficient line of supply to the United States forces in CHINA 
not only to increase the scope of their operations but also to augment Chinese 
participation in the war against JAPAN. I recognize also that minor opera¬ 
tions on the coast of CHINA will help cover OLYMPIC. I have repeatedly advo¬ 
cated establishing sea communications with our forces in CHINA and need not 
enumerate the advantages of doing so. 

However OLYMPIC requirements for shipping particularly for light draft 
assault shipping in the LST-LSM category both for preparatory movements and 
for assault lift are critical. It is probable that deficiencies in assault 
lift will exist and must Of necessity be accepted with consequent cuts in 
the assault forces. 1 of the principal reasons for deferring Phase 3 of 
ICEBERG was to avoid jeopardizing OLYMPIC by absorbing shipping of this type 
and also other resources. 

Any large operation or any appreciable diversion of critical shipping 
to support CHINA or our forces in CHINA is incompatible with the effort to 
be ready for OLYMPIC in time. Accordingly as long as the current directive 
for OLYMPIC stands assistance to CHINA must be sharply limited. 

It is estimated that the assumed measured tonnage of 30000 in August 
and 60000 per month thereafter could be lifted by a total of 20 LST each 
making 2 round trips per month between MANILA and FORT BAYARD. It seems 
probable that such a number might be obtained directly or indirectly from 
sources outside the Pacific Fleet not now obligated for OLYMPIC. Transfer 
of cargo in the PHILIPPINES would be necessary. It is believed that the 
very minor harbor defenses required at FORT BAYARD can be supplied. The 
naval escort and cover for movements of shipping from the PHILIPPINES to 
CHINA in the quantity indicated can be supplied without serious prejudice 
to OLYMPIC. 

If the project is undertaken it should be with the firm understanding 
that the very natural tendency to increase its scope and to exploit successes 
gained must be curbed if we are to be ready for OLYMPIC this year* 
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10 0612 CTF 38 to CINCPAC ADV INFO CO>LaR: 3 AC.COH3HDFLT.CNO (CONTINUED) 


D. Tony had superior rate of roll at 400 knots indicated. Deduce Tony may 
be fitted with uprated engine. Less definite comparison but some indica¬ 
tion George and Frank com >arable in top speed and superior in climb. 

These comparisons not surprising in view wing loading of 35 or less and 
power loading about 4 to 4.5 ascribed to Frank, George and Jack. Attention 
called to unreliability of performance comparisons made during combat* 

Para. In tactical comparison Jap interceptor pilots were:(A) Agressive (B) 
Skillful in technique of flying. . (C) Evidently well drilled in team¬ 

work and tactics of mutual support. (D) Poor shots as usual. It was antici¬ 
pated and should be expected that enemy interceptor squadrons are better train- 
ed in coordinated aerial combat than the /suicide single seater groups. This 
should cause no grave concern in as much as our average VF squadrons are far 
superior in gunnery and tactics. The Kamikaze attack against ships remain 
the only real threat against our naval operations. 

Substance of this report has been transmitted to forces afloat concerned. 
See my 050255 intent of which was to assist pilots in realistic appraisal of 
the enemy. Text of this dispatch was that Jap interceptors can be shot down 
by adherence to rules already taught in training. Detailed reports to higher 
commands were underway through prescribed channels. 

14 003 0 COMFHIBSPAC TO CINCPAC ADV INFO ADCOMPHIBSPAC.ADC0L'i J riIBSPACSUB0RDC0M. CTF31 . 

Your 120657 not to all or needed. Concur. It is estimated 200 LCTs will 
be required for OLYMPIC and 400 LCTs for CORNET. 

My records indicate 692 LCTs assigned to ComPhibsPacjof this number 
approximately 40 have not departed east coast and 119 are new waterborne 
OKINAWA. 341 LCTs assigned to 7thFlt of this number 72 understood to be avail¬ 
able for OLYMPIC. 

Agree that it is entirely feasible for LCTs not immediately required in 
assault to move from OKINAWA to OLYMPIC under own power. This is also desirabl< 
from viewpoint that for each LCT carried the LSTs load is decreased about 25$ 
moreover the LCT will be able to carry a load enroute when proceeding under 
own power. 

Believe all LCTs not required in assault should be brought forward to 
bases as near to future objectives as possible but proper maintainence and 
supervision must be employed to keep these LCTs in state of combat readiness. 
Due to the difficulties that would be involved in loading LCTs on LSTs in 
the PHILIPPINES it is suggested that of the 72 LCTs from 7thFlt available for 
OLYMPIC as many as practicable be moved under their own power to OKINAWA and 
then on to OLYMPIC. 

LCTs at OKINAWA or MARIANAS Area to be employed in OLYMPIC should be re¬ 
leased from all duty in sufficient time for repairs and upkeep so as to be 
fully operational. 

At OKINAWA careful consideration should be given to plans for disposition 
of LCTs in event of typhoon. 
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14 1350 CQMGENTEN TO CINCPOA M . 

Your 061243 refers. Three airstrips on AGUNI and 1 on IHEYA are practicable, 
Part 1: AGUNI 2 7500 foot strips from TA 2415D to TA 2517E and from TA 2515F 
to TA 2617G also a 6000 foot strip from TA 2515H to TA 2617M 3 strips parallel 
and in direction of prevailing wind. Minimum amount cut and fill required. 

No rock cut. Ample space for 100 hardstands and connection taxiways on each 
of the 7500 foot strips and 50 hardstands and taxiways on 6000 foot strip. 
Estimate 5 Bn months required for each of longer strips including 100 hard¬ 
stands and connecting taxiways and 3 Battalion months required for 6000 foot 
strip. Coral and or gravel for surfacing' available with short haul. Fair 
weather landing beach of limited capacity TA 2515. A VIS station will be be 
established requiring minimum development and garrison this island whether 
or not airfields are developed. 

Part 2: IHEYA, 1 crosswind airstrip with maximum of 50 hardstands oracticable. 
5000 foot strip from TA 0371B to TA 04710 or 6500 foot strip from TA 037lLto 
057UB. Shorter strip requires 2 and 1/2 Bn months and the longer strip, which 
involves greater cut and fill, 3 and 1/2 months to construct. No rock rock 
cut anticipated though borings not made. Suitable gravel for surfacing readily 
available. Fair weather landing beach of limited capacity at TA 0571. A VIS 
station will be established requiring minimum development and garrison this 
island whether or not airfield is developed. 

Part 3: Desirability undertaking airdrome development these islands depends 
upon the need for additional fields this area in excess of available sites on 
OKINAWA and IE SHU -A also on availability of construction and other service 
troops required. If not too satisfactory landing facilities are acceptable 
AGUNI in particular offers very favorable possibilities for additional air¬ 
dromes* 

Part 4: ENA SHIMA, aerial reconnaissance and study of available maps indicate 
possibility of 2 airstrips, 1 7500 foot TA 0160C to TA 0359W and other 7000 
foot from TA 0059C to 0057S. Considerable cut and fill both strips. Ground 
reconnaissance contemplated. 

15 0812 CINCPAC ADV TO C0W3HDFLT . 

Your 150223. Request information as to what is contemplated. See para¬ 
graphs 3 and 4 of Nimitz-Fraser Agreement of 20 December 1944. 

15 0816 CINCPAC ADV TO CGFMFPAC INFO CINCAFPAC.CINCPAC PEARL.C0MFHI3SPAC.CQMMARIANAS 

iilAR CORPS. C(3.?3RDFLT. COM 5THFLT.CGPOA.CG3id)IiIIDCCRPGCG5THrHIBCORPS.CG2i\ r D..A-iDIV~ 

CG 4TH MARDIV . 

In accordance with your request 2nd MiarDiv Reinforced hereby designated 
for employment with 5thPhibCorps in OLYMPIC in lieu of 4th MarDiv Reinforced. 
Mounting point 2nd MarDiv Reinf is SAIPAN. 

15 0835 CINCPOA ADV TO CINCAFPAC . 

Ref your changes to Staff Study OLYMPIC. Page 15 shows 4 Marine Filter 
Groups. This should be 3 Marine Fighter Groups and 1 Marine Scout Bombing 
Group. This necessary in order to provide aircraft suitable for both ASW and 
close support ground troops. Plans this headquarters were to assign 1 VMF(N) 
group less 1 squadron for this operation. If concurred in page 21 your 
changes should read 6 MAG HedRons and 6 MAG SeRons. Page 15 should read 1 
Marine Night Fighter Group less 1 Squadron. 
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16 0007 C0M3RDFLT TO CINCPAC ADV , 


Your 150812 and 150338* Contemplate TF 37 operate with guide normal 
intergroup interval from the guide of a US flank group. CTF 38 will pre¬ 
scribe point option and maneuvers for US groups and CTF 37 will conform 
thereby contributing to and sharing the benefits of our force defense. 

This concept does not infringe on British position guaranteed by Nimitz-Fraser 
Agreement. 

Para. Surface tactics present no problem but in order that British air 
units air warning and fighter director units may understand TF 38 techniques 
I recommended to Brown that appropriate British representatives visit LEYTE 
for conferences prior to TF 38 sortie. 

17 0104 CINCPOA ADV TO CNO INFO CINCAFPAC.CINCPOA PEARL. C0I.1CSN.P0A . 

This is partial reply your 131545. Agreements between CINCPAC and CINCAFPAC 
referred to ray 120510 and your 131545 are summarized in ray serials 0005680 of 
9 June and 0005071 of 6 June copies of which furnished Cominch. 

Confirmation schedules referred to your 131545 cannot be given at this 
time as they will require review by CINCAFPAC on basis of above agreements. 

See also my 170103 to CINCAFPAC. 

16 0614 CGAAFPOA TO CG FEAF (F01 ARNOLD) INFO CINCPOA ADV. COMGENAIR (BAKER) . 

3990. 

1. There follows a resume of what has occurred in the matter of utilization 
of Royal Air Force forces in the Pacific from information available to this 
Headquarters. 

A. Joint Chiefs of Staff have agreed that 10 Sqdns of British Very Long 
Range aircraft of approximately 220 aircraft will be based in the RYUKYUS 
for operation under U. S. command. (See WARX 10737 of 2 June 1945 to 

MacArthur) . 

B. The British, aware of the JCS decision, have 4 Lancaster Sqdns new at 
ports in ENGLAND ready for movement to the Pacific, 

C. 3000 British engineers have been at United Kingdom ports since May 
15 and will be followed shortly by 5000 additional engineers. These 
engineers are available for any job they can perform in support of the 
combined effort. It is expected that their efforts will be used in sup¬ 
port of British VLR units when a firm decision on RAF participation is 
established. 

D. At General Arnold's recent conference with Admiral Nimitz it was 
mutually agreed that nothing definite be done at the present in the matter 

of use of the RAF units in the Pacific in view of the fact that we are already 
crowded in trying to find airdromes for all of the U.S. air units planned 
for the Pacific. General Arnold commented that as soon as air units are de 
ployed forward from OKINAWA there may be some roam available for the Brit¬ 
ish in the RYUKYUS. 

E. In compliance with a request from Hdqtrs AAF for plan whereby RAF units 
might best be eraploydd by this Hdqtrs in the Pacific(?) a recommendation 
was made that the 316 ’Wing be diverted from OKINAWA to TINIAN to operate 
out of North Field in addition to the 313 Wing new located there. This move 
was designed to make available space at OK I NAVA for the initial movement of 
RAF units to the Pacific. CINCPOA does not concur in this recommendation. 

F. Air Vice Marshals Sharp and Satterly are now here. 

2. Recommendation: 

A. Based upon reasons of National P&licy, of which this Headquarters 
is not completely aware, the RAF might well be employed in operations 
against the SINGAPORE .Area from a separate British base in the NETHERLANDS 
INDIES area, perhaps BRUNEI. 
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16 0614 CG AAFPOA TO CG FEAF (FOR AHNOID) INFO CINCPOA ADV. ETC . (CONT'D) 


B. If National Policy indicates that the RAF must go into the RYUKYUS 

1 consideration should be given to the acquisition of another island which 
could be allocated entirely to the British and from which they could com¬ 
pletely support their operations against JAPAN. 

C. If neither of the foregoing solutions are expedient this Hdqtrs is 
firmly convinced that the reassignment of the 316 Wing to TINIAN and the 
assignment of the 4 British Lancaster Squadrons to the fields thus made 
available in the RYUKYUS is the solution which will deliver the irq-x-iimim 
bomb tonnage on JAPAN in the shortest time. 


17 0715 CINCPAC ADV TO C0M3RDFLT . 

Your 160007 is not approved. Operate TF 37 separately from TF 38 in fact 
as well as in name under arrangements which assign to Rawlings tasks to be 
performed but leave him free to decide upon his own movements and maneuvers. 

17 1109 CINCAFPAC TO C0I'20thAF info CINCPAC. CG AIR . 


cx 19582. 


From Arnold at MANILA ref your No. 3990. I have discussed with Mac Arthur 
the matter of employment of the RAF Lancasters. We are in complete agreement 
that: 

A. The present plan for establishment of 12 B-29 groups in the RYUKYUS this 
year be not changed. 

B. The Lancasters be employed in the RYUKYUS after sufficient airdromes are 
Evacuated by forward displacement of FEAF units. Estimated date of airdrome 
availability for the RAF is 1st December. 

C. British engineers be accepted and sailed to OKINAWA as early as possible 
consistent with theaters capability of receiving them. Engineers must have 
full organizational equipment prior to departure from U.K. 

The original agreement with the British which was confirmed at YALTA 
clearly indicated that the RAF would be employed in the bombing of JAPAN 
proper. The acquisition by US forces of another island solely for employment 
of the RAF is unacceptable. It is also unacceptable to change the destination 
of the 316 Wing. 


17 1407 COMGETT TEN TO CIMCPOA ADV . 

See my 141350 for information requested your 061243* Airfield recon¬ 
naissance KUME cannot be made until island is secured on or about 1 July. 
This answers your 150446. 
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18 0144 CINCPOA ADV TO COMGEN TM INFO CTF 31 . 

Nimitz to Buckner Info Hill . Delay until 1 July in securing KUWS not 
understood in view of availability 8th Marines* Your 171407. Highly ad¬ 
visable secure this island as early as practicable, 

14 0903 CCM3RDFLT TO CINCPAC ADV INFO CTF 38 . 

Subject DD requirements for TF 38. The following operational factors 
are mentioned as of possible use in planning: 

(A) Each TG should have 14 and not less than 12 DD in screen, 

(B) Linking vessels are needed between groups and also between groups and 
strike pickets owing to limited range of TBS, 

(C) Not less than 2 strike picket stations must be manned and each such picket 
group should be composed of 3 or preferably 4 DD in order to properly 
defend themselves. 

As many as 9 additional single stop radar pickets may have to be posted 
around the force to insure adequate air warning, 

Para, When TF 38 is organized into 3 groups a minimum of 60 DD is needed 
and even this will require cutting down some elements to provide full number 
of radar pickets and it does not allow for the formation of a scouting line 
such as described in fast carrier task force instructions. 

If TF 38 is organized into 4 groups an absolute minimum destroyer re¬ 
quirement is 75* Assuming 11 CV and 6 CVL available by 1 August a 4 group 
organization is indicated as of that date but present indications as to DDs 
available may prevent forming 4th group and necessitate keeping 3 group 
organization in spite of any awkward increase in number of carriers per group. 
If released ATLANTIC DEs can be made to serve in lieu of DDs in any of 
contemplated TF 51 OLYMPIC functions the DD situation fob the mobile 3rdFlt 
might be eased, 

IB 0555 CTF 31 to C0M3RDFLT INFO CINCPAC ADV. CTF 32. CTF 99. COMGEN TEN.CTG99.2. 

COHSERON TEN . 

CINCPAC ADV 170800. My 321240. Recommend following ships be assigned 
TF 32 covering and support during JTJKEAU operation. TENNESSEE, CALIFORNIA, 
NEVADA, ST LOUIS, WICHITA, SALT LAKE CITY, CHESTER, OKLAHOMA CITY, SUWANNEE, 
SANTEE, CHENANGO, BLOCK ISLAND, GILBERT ISLANDS, CAPE GLOUCESTER, 9 DDs and 
9 DEs. CTF 32 concurs. In view of fact that TF 32 intends to operate as a 
single unit only 1 of 3 CLs your 131433 required. None of references to all 
or needed. 

18 0836 CINC BPF TO CINCPAC .ADV INFO CINCPAC PEARL. CCM3RDFLT. BS1. AC 1. RAFT . 

My 040259 not to Cora3rdFlt. To ensure satisfactory completion of battle 
damage repair, date of sortie from MANUS is now expected to be 6th July. 

19 0834 CINCPOA .ADV TO CCN3RDFLT .CO: 'GEN TEN.CTF 31. CGF:IPPAC.CG2IID? tARDIV INFO CGI5THFLT 

COM MARI A] IAS.CGNGENSRDl-’HIBCQRPS. CO’ :G5N5THPHIBCCRPS.ISC0H SAIPAN. 

ItyDis 140245 May not to all, 2nd MarDiv (less 8th RCT) is released 
from area reserve ICEBERG and reverts to control ComGenFMFPac, 

19 1213 MACARTHUR TO CINCPOA ADV INFO COIDR ALLIED NAVFORCES TOLOSA . 

CINCPOA ADV 160902 and Com7thFlt 180137 relative exchange CruDivs 12 and 6 
are references. CruDiv 12 is committed to 0-2 Operation which is now in progres 
Concur in exchange of CruDivs 12 and 6 subsequent to 7 July as arranged direct¬ 
ly with Comdr Allied NavForces. 317^ 














19 1335 CINCFOA ADV TO COMGENPOA. COMHAWSEAFRON . 

Request you submit recommendations as to modifications in category of 
defense for HAWAII with view to reduction of defense forces. 

19 1737 CINCPAC ADV TO CINCAFPAC Ii r FO CINCPAC PEARL . 

Following addition proposed to CINCPAC-CHJCPOA serial 0005070 dated 6 
June 1945, ClNCPAC-CINCPOA vri.ll assume responsibility for supply bulk petro¬ 
leum for all land based forces and activities including air at target OLYMPIC. 
OKINAWA will be commercial tanker terminus for bulk petroleum destined 
OLYMPIC with onward movement from OKINAWA effected by use of suitable shuttle 
tankers and barges. CINCAFPAC will advise CINCPAC-CINCPOA number and capacity 
of Arny petroleum barges to be made available at OKINAWA for OLYMPIC Operation. 

■mmnKnuuu 

zpipiim 

13 1524 COMGENSERV TO CONGENPOA FASaSD TO CINCPOA PEARL PASSED TO CTNCPAC ATiVp OOPI / , i 

Although you have undoubtedly cleared with POA on redeployment shipments 
come misunderstanding apparently exists as to their ability to receive troops 
and equipment from ETO-MTO note CINCPOA ADV 020822. Cited dispatch apparently 
reflects early planning figures before specific -units and destinations were 
nominated. Present estimate of cargo to be handled thru various destinations 
in POA to arrive 10-20 August is: LEGUMINOUS 48000 MTs including 1800 vehicles, 
FRICTION 26000 MTs including 850 vehicles, INDISPENSABLE 11500 MTs including 
400 vehicles, STEVEDORE 6000 MTs including 200 vehicles, TEARAWAY 600 MTs in¬ 
cluding 20 vehicles. Troopers are scheduled to arrive during same period. 

These movements are based on your priority lists. Any earlier movement dates 
are not possible and deferments would tie up available fast cargo ships. De¬ 
tailed loading directives from CINCPOA not practicable, schedule should be 
accepted as above. CNO is replying to above cited dispatch copy to you giving 
detailed breakdown by units. Specific ships for destinations not available 
at this time. 

19 0936 COMGSN TEN TO CINCPOA INFO CTF31.ISCCM OKINAWA.CTG 99.2.CTU 99.2.1 . 

Based on estimated less than 200 enemy soldiers on KUME, landing force 
KUME Operation of FMF RCN BN plus Reinf Rifle Co 1st MarDiv begins loading 
22 June. Your 130144 not to or needed by 411. Plan landing 25 June. Engr. 
and AWS survey team accompanies assault forces. 

20 0349 CINCAFPAC TO CINCPOA ADV INFO COMGENPOA . 

CX 20061. CINCAFPAC OLYMPIC Plan. Page 8R, contemplated that ComGenPOA 
(U.S. Airoy Forces, Middle Pacific) will mount units in the POA for CINCAFPAC. 
In theRYUKYUS, some of these units are Army ground units and some are Army 
Air Units. With your concurrence, plan to charge ComGenPOA with mounting 
both ground and air forces and with the preparation of ground forces for the 
operation. ComGen FEAF prepares air forces. 
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20 0205 CINCPOA FEARL TO COMSERVRON TEN INFO CTG 30.8. C0M3RDFLT. JIHCPAC ADV. COM- 
SERVPACfAPO). CTF 31. GCMSKiiVftON 10 HEP. COMMARIANAS.COhtMARGILS AREA. 


CTG 30.8 152330 not needed by all and Ur 170217 of higher classification 
indicates advisability dissemination factual information current petroleum 
supply and tanker availability as follows: 

(1) Stocks of fuel Mmiiiiiap readily available to PacFlt operations now at 
lowest point during past year. Pearl stocks on hand equal to approxi¬ 
mately 2 weeks POA requirements. Recent operations have completely ex¬ 
hausted west coast fuel stocks with result that only 1 cargo scheduled 
from there from 20 June through 31 July which is extent of current list¬ 
ings. This serious fuel stock position is result of tanker shortage 
when during recent operations fleet requirements had to be met from short 
haul Pearl and West Coast instead of distant primary sources. CINCPAC 
current fuel requirements now scheduled to be met by transporting from 
PERSIAN GULF, BALBOA, NWT, and U.S. GULF. Curent California production 
required for bunkers locally. 

(2) Supply of all gasolines is adequate, diesel sufficient, and fuel oil short. 

(3) Tanker availability indicates possible deficit 54 ships on 1 July increas¬ 
ing to deficit of 257 shins last half 1946. 

(4) The assurance of continued supply of sufficient bulk petroleum to main¬ 
tain planned operations plus rebuilding reserve stocks in POA demands 
exploitations of every possibility for schortening the supply line main¬ 
tained by our allocated commercial tankers which includes maximum use AOs, 
AOGs and IXs in onward shuttling service. Determination of commercial 
tanker terminals to be based solely on maximum utilization these ships 

as petroleum carriers and cannot be influenced by despatch of personnel, 
freight, ETC. 

(5) Concur establishment ENIWETOK main tanker turnaround point. Concur MARIANAS 
supply method. Do not approve removal tanker turnaround facilities ULITHI, 
Your proposed shuttle OKINAWA fuel frcm LEYTE vice ULITHI would result 

in unacceptable increase of approximately 1500 miles to commercial tanker 
turnaround. Petroleum supply situation is such to require constant study 
of operational procedures to effect maximum results from allocated tankers 
assigned. 

20 0443 DSPCOMAF 20 to CINCPOA ADV INFO COHAF 20.CINCAFPAC.C0MGENP0A.C0MMARLAF?A5 . 

4174* Air Staff plans provide for 10 fighter groups to be assigned the 
20 AF for long range VLR escort. To properly deploy these forces 5 groups are 
needed in IW0 and 5 groups in the RYUKYUS area. Desire your concurrence in 
deploying forward from OAHU to IW0 the 508th Fighter Group which is assigned 
to the 20th AF, on or about 1 August. It is contemplated that the unit can be 
reequipped with long range fighter aircraft prior to that date* Availability 
of 2 additional fighter groups for RYUKYUS not yet know*. 

20 0819 C0M3RDFLT TO CINCPAC ADV INFO CINCPAC rEARL. COUSERVRON SIX. COMSBRVRON TEN . 

Request you make no decision regarding ComServRon 10 170217 until arrival 
Capt. Cross. Study of July requirements for fleet oilers indicate following: 

(A) 12 oilers reciuired for supply supporting forces OKINAWA not including 2 
additional now exclusively for AvGas and diesel* 

(B) 36 oilers reauired for direct support TF 38 planned operations. 

With total 40* oilers now available to TG 30.8 it is apparent that either 
an alternate plan for OKINAWA supply must be employed or TF 38 operations must 
be scaled down to oermit 28 oilers to provide sufficient support. Cross pro¬ 
ceeding to GUAM 21 June with complete data. 
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20 1340 CTF 31 to CO! PERRON 63 INFO CINCPAC BOTH. COM ill IB S PAC. CGFEFPAC .ISCOM OKINAWA 

CTJO AND COMDICH, CTG 99.2 . 

This is Ctf 31 (Com5thPhibFor) OpOrd A-207-45. 

Task Organization: 

(A) TF 31 - VAdm Hill - As currently organized. 

(B) TG 31.24 - KUME SHIMA Attack Grp. - Capt Buchanan in command (DD705). 

Both following units as organized in his OpOrd 2-45. FMF Recon. Bn plus 
reinforced Rifle Co. from 1st MarDiv, and other troops as assigned by 
CG 10 Maj. Jones, USMC. GAINARD (DD 706) BSALS(DD47l) GUEST (DD472) 

LST(K) 951, 1ST 1040(F), 1ST 570, PCE (R) 856 , PCE 873, JOHN BLISH (AGS10) 
LC(FF)368, LCS 2, 4 , 74, 101, 103 , DELIVER (ARS 23), BUNCH (AFD 79) with 
UDT 21 embarked. Support aircraft as assigned by CTF 31* 

1. Information as contained in current orders and dispatches. Minesweeping 
at objective will be accomplished prior assault as directed by CTF 31. 

2. This force while continuing present operations will, begi nn i n g on K-Day 
capture and secure KUME SHIMA in order to establish additional air warning 
and fighter director stations thereon. 

3A. TF 31 continue present operations. 

3B. KUME SHIMA Attack Grp move from OKINAWA to objective, capture and secure 
KUME SHIMA. When islands are secure troops operate as directed by CG 10. 

3X1 KING*-DAY is 25 June 1945 E.Long.Date. H-Hour, time of landing 1st assault 
wave, will be designated by CTG 31.24. 

3X2 After KUME SHUiA has been secured and when directed by CTF31 TG 31.24 
dissolved. 

3X3 This order effective 0800 I (-9) 24 June 1945* 

4 & 5. Logistics and communications in accordance with CTF 51 OpPlan 41-^5. 


21 0903 CINCPOA ADV TO CINCSWPA INFO COIIALLED AF MANILA.COMAIRPAC.CG AIR FHFPAC . 

Ref is your 200829. Latest withdrawal dates 1st Marine .Aircraft Wing Hq 
and component units follows. To be withdrawn in August. MAG 32 HedRon and 
SeRon. MAG 25 see ray 010759, May, regarding this group. VMB 611. 

Tentatively scheduled for employment OLYMPIC with mounting dates to meet 
Marine airfield schedule of activation. Hq 1st MarAirWing. MAG 12 with at¬ 
tached squadrons. MAG 6l with attached squadrons. MAG 24 HedRon and SeRon 
plus VMSB 244. Air Warning Sodns 3 and 4. For October withdrawal MADS 1. 
Other squadrons attached to MAG 24 and MAG 32 will be returned to UP. or de¬ 
commissioned as shown my sexual 0005034, of April# 


21 1116 COMGEN EN TO CTF 31.CO LSCOM 331.CG TAF.CG24C0RPS,CG3?J)PHIB,C0 FHFPAC RECON BN 

INFO CINCPOA -ADV. 


\ 


This is RYUKYUS Forces and 10th Amy OpOrd 16-45. 

This command in concjunction CTF 31 will capture KUME SHIMA for purpose 
immediate installation air warning and fighter direction facilities. Tent¬ 
ative K Day 25 June 1945. Naval Attack Force as designated by CTF 31. KUME 
landing force commander Maj. James L Jones USMCR. Consists of FMFPac Recon 
Bn Reinf. 

As agreed by CTF31 naval attack force with landing force attached vail 
make assault landing SIT coast KUME. Capture and secure island. Initiate mop 
up enemy personnel construction landing craft and reconnaissance air Harning 

and airfield sites. J 

Landing Force will begin loading 22 June in ships designated by CTF 31 
from areas designated by IsCom 331 and report for duty to CTF 31. Then coranand 
passed from naval attack force commander to landing force commander later repor 
YYEPJJQDXT HA jFPYOSYE 1 for duty as IsCom KUME until relieved. Effective 
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21 1116 RYUKYUS FORCES AND TENTH ARMY OFORD 16-45. (CONTINUED) 


receipt this dispatch FMFPac Recon Bn detached IsCom 331 and designated 
KUME landing force. Effective receipt this dispatch units listed are detached 
commands indicated and attached FMFPac Recon Bn. From 3rdPhibCorps A Co. Reinf 
7th Marine Regt. Det 8 AmphTrac Bn (32LVT). Det 3rdProv AmphTankBn (2 LVTA). 
Det Corps ASCO (Shore Fire Control Party). From 22*. Corps 66th Portable Surg 
Hospital. From IsCom 331 (Unit designation by ISCOM 331) Plat Combat Eng. 

Plat Mil Police. Det Graves Reg. Mil Govt Dets type ABC and dispensary type A. 
Ship to shore Comm Det. Det for Comm KUME to OKINAWA. 

TAF vd.ll provide air support as requested by CTF 31* Missions initally 
under op control Naval Attack Force Comdr. In conjunction IsCom 331 establish 
• maintain and operate LUEJ range search and fighter control facilities KUME. 
IsCom 331 will mount landing force. When landing force Comdr reports 
for duty IsCom KUME responsibility garrison defense and base development 
passes to IsCom 331« At earliest pracid.cable date consistent tactical situa¬ 
tion IsCom 331 will return following units to OKINAWA. FMFPac Recon Bn. 

Shore fire control party. 20 AmphTracs and crew. FUN AmphTanks and crews. 

On arrival OKINAWA units revert parent org. 

Following reports to CG 10 fastest practicable means. Time of landing, 
resistance encountered, daily Opns Summ closing 1200 hours. Special reports 
covering Recon air warning site. Unloading fac ili ties, airfield recon at 
earliest practicable time. Direct communication authorized all agencies con¬ 
cerned. 

Logistics. IsCom 331 responsible logistics support assault and garrison 
forces. Construction landing facilities for LSM or larger will be initiated 
without delay. Request CTF 31 provide 2 LCM and 3 LCVP with all crews for 
KUME Boat Pool. IsCom 331 replace crews not later than K plus 30• Civil 
population remain on island. Military prisoners to OKINAWA. 

21 0645 CGUSFflT TO JCS 71A WAP-COS INFO CINCAFPAC.CIHCPOA . 

&FBX 39739. Para 1. Possibility of capitalizing on Jap military deteriora¬ 
tion-' and withdrawals in 0HINA is subject. Ref WARX 15311, 13 June. 

2. There have been no substantial changes in Jap capabilities since China 
Theater’s last biweekly report. The eneny continues to concentrate in key 
coastal ■n 'ufoiii™ areas from FRENCH INDO CHINA to MANCHURIA. South of YELLOW 
RIVER it is possible that they are adopting the German strategy of defending 
the main ports strongly in order to hamper seriously allied operations. 

3. The eneny is now conducting operations in the CANTOIWCUKING CORRIDOR. 

There is as yet no clear indication of the purpose of these operations. 
Meanwhile the Japanese are conducting delaying action as they withdraw. 

4. At present Chinese forces are in contact with Japanese near CAO BANG 
and LUNGCHOW along FIC border and are tnreatening LIUCHaV and KWEILIN towns. 
Pressure by Chinese forces is being exerted west of PAOCHING. 

5. The main China Theater forces continue on the active defense, following 
up Japanese withdrawals with minor non US sponsored forces while preparing 
for planned operations. Action to accelerate projected operations, taking 
advantage of enerrty withdrawals, has been initiated. New 1st Army (33th and 
50th Divs) will commence arraving at NANNING from BURMA via air in near future 
to secure area and cover build up of additional Carbonado forces and supplies. 
Other preliminary measures to be undertaken at once include: 

A # Securing and consolidating LIUCHOV/^ fT./EILIK and T iNCHUCK ( /UIKNKOW) 
(110-45 23-30) airfield areas. Airfields will be made operational for mini¬ 
mum air supply and air defense. 

B. Accelerating build-up of air and ground forces in preparation for 

early advance on CANTON-HONGKONG. . 

C. Maintaining pressure against withdrawing Japanese with forces now 

engaged. -Continued- 3 1 p ; 








21 0645 CGUSFCT TO JCS VIA V.ARCOS INFO CINCAFPAC. CINCPOA (CONTINUED) 


D. Semiring .and developing an intermediate nort and airfield area at 
FORT.BAYARD and/or at other coastal supply points, 

6, Mission of projected operations presented by me in March to JCS remains 
unchanged. Modified timing and phasing follows: Main Effort, 

A, Phase 1 (target date 1 Sept 1945)• 1st: To advance from NANNING— 

LIUCH O.'l-K, /ElLIN base area on final objective via west river and/or 
PINGLO—KUKONG AXIS* 2nd: By air and MMaaritarliyMahi'^iiuitiiiiwM possible sea bom¬ 
bardment to soften up principal enemy strongpoints in final objective 
area, 

B, Phase 2 (target date 1 Nov 1945) to assault and capture CANTGN-H0NGK0NG 
port area. Secondary effort: To advance on final objective along the 
coast from vicinity of LIUCHO'7 PENINSULA making maximum use of seaborne 
supplies, COLLTFi and animal transport; all at no expense to main effort 
from LIUCHG/J-NANNING Area, 

7« Distance of KUNMING TERMINAL of supply from final objective over extremely 
difficult terrain and under adverse weather condition, where adequate land 
communications have never existed, is a great hindrance to acceleration of 
CHINA Theater operations. Operation of all intermediate port or suitable 
coastal landing points along south CHINA would offset these logistical dif¬ 
ficulties somewhat and contribute substantially to successful attack on 
CANT0N-H0NGK0NG. This fortified area may be organized on scale similar to 
that of Germans defense of channel ports. If so, task will be formidable,one, 

8, Further exploitation of the deteriorating enemy situation in CHINA by 
forces outside CHINA Theater may be accomplished in 1 of 2 ways as follows! 

A, Assault by amphibious forces from outside of the theater to secure 
ABTD lodgement along the CHINA coast phased in support of projected CHINA 
Theater operations, 

B, Provision of shipping, small craft, necessary naval complements, 
supplies and equipment for delivery to points along the coast when secured 
by CHINA Theater forces, 

9, If a small scale operation to secure lodgement along CHINA Coast becomes 
feasible this year, the area south of SlYATCW extending to HONGKONG appears 
most desirable. An amphibious assault and timed with Carbonado would accom¬ 
plish the aids expressed in 7/ARX 15811 and materially assist effort in CHINA, 
Later during 1946 as revitalized Chinese Armies advance toward SHANGHAI, lodge¬ 
ment areas in vicinity of NINGPO would be desirable, 

10, Investigation on the ground of local forces and resources in the area 
between AMOY and SHANGHAI is continuing. Continued Japanese withdrawals into 
bastions of HONGKONG and SHANGHAI make it improbable that any material ad¬ 
vantage will accrue to Pacific operations from an unopposed landing in this 
area even though it is possible that some effective Chinese forces could be 
gotten together. With their equipment supplemented by supplies from the 
Pacific these forces might, after period of reorganization and training, be 
able to exert additional pressure against the Japanese in the SHANGHAI Area 
during the remainder of 1945. Experience is proving however, that furnishing 
supplies and eauinment to units with which there are no substantial U.S. 
liaison teams is unsound. The leaders of such units tend to hide the additional 
equipment for use in post war struggle for power. The semi autonomous armies 
in OUST GPU CHINA areas and the complex Dolitical situation rapidly developing 
there make it doubtful whether result envisaged by JCS will be achieved from, 
landings in that area without considerable prior preparation. Pending report 
of investigating teams it must be assumed that the ports such as FOOCHON will 
only be useable by shallow draft vessels and landing craft and that the only 
feasible way to get the supplies inland to effective Chinese armies will be 
EgKMIR. With regard to increasing the blockade our information indicates 

that there is little Japanese shipping operating south of SHANGHAI. 
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21 0645 CC-USFCT TO JCS VIA AAUCCS INFO CINCAFPAC. CINCPOA . (CONTINUED) 

11# Landings on the Coast north of SHANGHAI could be militarily advantageous. 
Politically such landings are unacceptable to the Generalissimo and could 
result in the flaring of an open civil war between the Central Government 
and the Communists prior to the ending of the war against JAPAN. It is also 
probable that the Japanese wTKWfGCC .ESNY landing attempts from SHANGHAI 
northward with a determined defense. 

12. 2nd method of exploiting the deteriorating enemy situation by forces 
outside of CHINA is part of problem under current study in this theater. 

The PORT BAYARD area and perhaps 1 or 2 other intermediate areas between 
FORT BAYARD and HONGKONG appear to have great possibilities as intermediate 
supply points for increasing supplies to the armies and enabling the Chinese 
to extend the area of their attack against CANTON-HONGKoNU. Preliminary 
estimates based on the assumption that most supplies would be moved inland 
from BAYARD by ground HLOC have already been submitted by CHINA Theater to 
the War Dept. A new study is now underway examining the movement of supplies 
inland using air lift principally. Considering the timing of CHINA'S,.opera¬ 
tions it appears that the results of this study will give a more realistic 
picture and would provide the maximum aid from outside the theater. 

13. If there is no landing on theCHINA Coast in an area and in Phase with 
CHINA Theater operations, the development of intermediate coastal supply 
bases to supplement China's existing tenuous lines of communication vd.ll do 
the most toward intensifying operations by Chinese armies and lessening cur¬ 
rent and fixture logistic difficulties. 

21 1237 MCARTHUR TO CINCFOA ADV INTO Cg MAAF, CTF 76 . 

CX 20439* Adverse weather and terrain conditions have prevented preparation 
of fighter field TARAKAN in sufficient time to cover 02 operation. Alternate 
plan of providing air cover from TAWI TAE7I by long range fighters has become 
uncertain because of weather. 7thFlt is recommending that escort carriersbe 
utilized if available to ensure air cover. Request that l/2 escort carrier 
division with screen be provided in BALIKPAPAN Area for operations during 
period 30 June to 2 July 1945 inclusive. 

21 1405 C0::0EN TEN TO CTF 31 INFO CGTAF. CG ADC. CPTCPAC BOTH HQ . 

ReUrDis 120450 ADC ready to assume full responsibility for all air defense 
functions OKINAWA Area 1 July present location. Recommend ADC be assigned 
immediately, the operation and control of air warning net and fighter direc¬ 
tion both day and nite. Consider number of shore based fighter aircraft 
currently available sufficient for defense this area. 

21 1415 CTF 38 to ALL FLAG OFFICERS TF 38. ALL CVS & CVLS TF 38 Info CQM3RDFLT.CTF37 . 

Present intent for planning. TF 38 sortie 1 July. Period 1-8 July training 
under type, TG and TF ccmdrs as follows: 

A. 2 days anti-aircraft firing. 

B* 4 days air training including squadron, air group, task group, and task 
force exercises. Fuel 8 July. Air strike TOKYO fields 10 July target is 
aircraft. All carrier types will be emplpyedk Principal loadings VT fuzed 
f frags and rockets '>ossible M 29 clusters. Faximum strike distance 250* 

Para. Fuel 12 July. 13 July strike HOKKAIDO and NORTH HONSHU target rail 
road ferries, aircraft, strategic targets. Loadings as before except 500 
and 1000 GP bombs also used as appropriate. Maximum strike distance, 250. 
Midday July 14 bombardment group' A bombard KUSHIR0 .Area. Air strikes in 
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21 1415 CTF 38 to ALL FLAG OFFICERS TF 38. BTC. (CONTINUED) 

support and repeat previous day as practicable. Extensive photo coverage 
including mapping, reconnaissance, damage assessment. 

Fuel and rendezvous with TF 37 on 15 July. On 16 July strike TOKYO area 
similar to plan of 10 July. If and as directed execute bombardment plan A 
night bombardment coast vicinity Lat 36-20 to 37-00 night of 16 July or bom¬ 
bardment plan B midday bombardment same area 17 July. If no bombardment order¬ 
ed or night bombardment ordered intend air strikes againsij&trategic targets 
17 July. If day bombardment is ordered all air effort will be in support 
against airfields. Retire evening 17 July. 

Target assignments as follows. Airfields TOKYO. Each includes major 
airfields listed plus minor fields adjacent. Area T2801, 2803, 1468, 1489, 

2796, 1472, 2754, 2766, 1644, 2777 assigned to TG 38.1. Area U2809, 1404, 

2730, 2750, 298, 373, 2781, 2787, 1222, 1412 assigned to TG 38 . 3 . Area V 
3465, 1466, 1474, 2765, 2758, 1416, 1406, 2783 assigned T^ 38 . 4 . Area B 2814, 
2773, 2887, 2895, 2897, assigned TF 37 when present. Airfield numbers from 
SecCarTaskFor serial 01373 of 20 June distributed by officer messenger mail 
today. For strategic targets TOKYO all groups be prepared to handle as 
later assigned targets F electronics plants numbered 496, 488, 497 or target 
G aircraft engine plants number 2016 X P-127, P-111. From CINCPAC secret 
serial 005972 of 16 May to Cora3rdFlt subject Jap Industrial targets. Target 
assignments HOKKAIDO as follows. Area W 2932, 2920, 2930, 2923 assigned TG 
38.1. Area X 2890, 2886, 2888 assigned TG 38.3. Area Y 2925, 2934 assigned 
,TG 38.4. Strategic targets same areas. Intend make miniraun changes area 
assignments in these and subsequent operations. 

Late photo coverage TOKYO expected 28 June. Brief on recognition SEAFIRE, 
FIREFLY, CLIPPED 7JING Corsair. British Plane insignia. Operation and train¬ 
ing orders will folios'/. 

Night carrier be prepared provide night heckling, intruder in target 
areas as ordered. Also provide night spotting and illumination for night 
bombardments if ordered. 

21 0654 CINCBPF TO CINCPAC ADV INFO C INC RAC •’EARL.COITIAVB.ISE NANUS.VBNO V. ‘J'lUS.VQ( 0 ). CO? I * 

SERVRON TEW.BS1. AC1. CCOTTHPLT . 

It is desired to dock and refit all capital ships of the BPF requiring 
such work before OLYffPIC. The target is to use 4 BBs, 5 CVs and 4 CVLs for 
that operation. 

2. gfcMMadmhMMMryamMfaMd Owing to underwater repairs necessary the CVs 
will occupy Capt. Cook dock at SYDNEY almost, continuously. 

3. It would be appreicated if it vie re possible to dock KING GEORGE 5 TN for 
a few days at MANUS on return from oDerations at beginning of August. It is 
realized that it might be necessary to cancel the docking at short notice 
should a commitment v/ith a higher Priority arise. 

22 0342 CONGENPOA TO CINCPAC ADV INFO DEPCOH 20. DEPCOM 20 AF ADMIN . 

RJ 64044 . Plans to deploy total of 10 fighter groups of 20th .AF as indicated 
DepCoraAF 20 200443 June not previously known here. Redeployment forecast 
provides for total of 34 groups to Pacific, assignment not specified. In ac¬ 
cordance WD Radio 85572 DTG 232350 August 44, JCS radio 72143, DTG 032157 
December 44, OomGenPOA serial 0049 Sent 25, CINCPAC top sec serial 00012? 
October 20, and CINCPAC serial 06682 Nov, provision has been made in rede¬ 
ployment plans for the retention of 1 fighter group as part of minimum defenses 
of the HAWAIIAN GROUP. This requirement new met by 508 fighter group, presently 
only fighter group HAWAIIAN AREA. 

Separate reply is being made to your 191335 June. Incorporated therein will 

-Continued- 3188 











JUNE (GCT) 


22 0342 CCMENFOA TO CIHCPAC ADV INFO DBPCOM 20.DEPCCM 20 AF ADMIN (CONT'D) 





be recommendation that an organized fighter group remain as a minimum require¬ 
ment on OAHU. Therefore this headquarters does not concur in forward move¬ 
ment of the 50o Fighter Group vti.th.out replacement. It is requested that before 
CINCPAC makes a final decision to reduce the presently prescribed Army fighter 
protection, including night filters, for the HAWAIIAN GROUP, this headquarters 
be so informed in order that further representation may be made on this sub¬ 
ject. 


22 0955 CINCPOA ADV TO CQH3RDFLT INFO CGU7THFLT.CTF ? 1. CTG32.1 ♦ CINCSV/PA. GO' IAIRPAC . 

MacArthur 211237. Form TG 3 CVE and 6 DD or DE with EsCarDivCom as TGC. 
Detach this group from 3rdFlt and direct TGC report by dispatch vtithout de¬ 
lay to Com7thFlt for temnorary ooerational control. 

23 0106 CINCPOA ADV TO CINCAFPAC INFO COMGIfllPOA . 

Your CX 20061 (DTG 200349)* Concur. It is understood that your arrange¬ 
ments for preparation and mounting units involve no change in CINCPOA command 
authority responsibility including control of harbor and shore facilities and 
the movement of shipping in the RYUKYUS. 

24 0106 CUB NANUS TO CINCPAC ADV INI-0 CIFOBPF. CG;[7TH?LT . 

Affirmative your 230555. (He: ABSD 2 for docking KING GEORGE V). 

24 0229 CGFMFPAC f IC CINCPAC 30TH IIIFC CG5TH'.HIBC0RrS .CO:5THPHI3FOR.CG6TIIAIU.?Y.COMF!iIB(SF 

ComPhibsPac 210035 indicates Hq 5thPhibCorps vti.ll be at SAIPAN, ComBhibsPac 
212340 also refers. This Hq does not concur with such move if contemplated. 

Hq 5thPhibCorps now at MAUI. To establish at S.4IPAN will require move extend¬ 
ing over at least 6 weeks period and involve approximately 250 officers 2000 
enl 400,000 cu.ft. 2500 short tons 35,000 sq.ft. Because of requirements 
for detailed planning, preparation of orders and to attain adequate state of 
readiness strongly recommend that Corps Hq and Hq units including communication 
and reproduction units must remain at present location, CG VAC concurs. 

24 0849 CINCAFPAC TO CINCPAC ADV INFO 7THFLT. CINCPAC PEARL .CG6ARHY.CGFEAF.AFWESPAC . 

cx 21015. 

Request you furnish as soon as possible maps indicating areas and acreage 
desired with their proposed use for all CINCPAC shore installations in 
DIABOLIC (KYUSHU) in order to xoake tentative allocations of sites for Amy 
and Navy establishments ashore. Also in order to facilitate planning request 
designation of commander and agency constructing Marine Force airfields in 
DIABOLIC .and your concurrence in their direct communication with representa¬ 
tives of GoraGen 6th Army, FEAF, and AFWESPAC as appropriate. 

CINCPOA ADV TO CTF 31.CG10.CGFAT?AC,CG3iflPH3JjC0iiPS INFO CINCPOA PEARL,CGPOA , 

COTlA t-LAFAS ,*CG2bu j.Atu/xV , CG5TKHI'C3CORPS . ISCOLISAIPAN , ISCOH GU AM.CTG99. 1.CTU99..3../ 

1. T Vhen the tactical situation permits and the 8th RCT is no longer re¬ 
quired as reserve for the KUlfE operation transfer the 8th RCT plus the 4th 
separate laundry platoon to SAIPAN. Operational control of above units passes 
to CG2ndMarDiv on arrival SAIPAN. 

2. The following Marine units of the 3rdPhibCorps are scheduled to re¬ 
habilitate OKINAWA: 1st ilarDiv Reinf, 2nd separate Eng. 3n.,3rdPhibCorps .Arty 
(Hq Btry VM0 7 and 4 Bns), 7th Field Depot (7th Service Regt) . Upon comple¬ 
tion of J hase 1 ICEBERG and when the tactical situation permits transfer all 
other units of 3rdPhibCoros to MARIANAS as previously designated by CG^JFSAC. 
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24 0913 CINCPOA ADV TO CTF 31. COHOSH 10. CGF1 iFPAC. CG3RDPHIBC03PS. ETC COOT»D) 

f 3. When no longer required for the KUME operation transfer FMF Recon Bn 

or make other disposition as desired by FHFPAC. CGFVFPAC advise. 

4. CTF 31 nominate and direct apnrox 75 LSTs from those now discharging 
and enroute LEGUMINOUS for movement of materiel and equipment of units listed 
in preceding paras (LSTs assigned temporary operational control 7thFlt for 
aviation augmention MyDis 240920 are not available for nomination above). XLLE 
Approximately 200 personnel will be lifted each LST. Personnel lift required 
in addition to those on above 75 LSTs will be covered by separate dispatch. 
CG3rdPhibCorps indicate to local authorities OKINAWA priority desired for 
return of units. 

5. Desire CG3rdPhibCorps and key staff members (Approx ll) be transferred 
GUAM when their services can be spared. Class 2 air priority via NATS certi¬ 
fied. 100 lbs. excess baggage authorized while in air travel status. Author¬ 
ized to travel private plane if desired. 

24 1305 MACARTHUR TO NARCOS INFO CGPOA. CGAAFPOA. CGFLAP.ClHCPAC . 

cx 21093. 

Subject is radio WX 13336 dated 8 June 1945 which contains proposal that 
certain 7th AF and 7th Fighter Command units be reassigned to 20th AF. As a 
result of conference with CGAir, reassignment of 15 and 21 fighter groups, 

347, 343, 363 and 386 Air Service Groups, 318 Fighter Grp and 364 Air Service 
Groups is concurred in with the understanding that: The 301 Fighter Wing.at 
INDISPENSABLE will remain under ooerational control of FEAF unless and until 
required for VHB escort out of LEGUMINOUS. Confirmation of this understanding 
is requested. Hq and Hq Sqdn 7th Fighter Command, less personnel and equip¬ 
ment, remains assigned to FEAF as per agreement with ComGenAir. Ref remaining 
units listed in 7SX 13836 attention is invited to radio CoraGenPOA RJ 63422 
dated 13 June 1945. In view of ComGenPOA comment, request clarification of 
theater responsibilities with respect to 20th AF and consequently clarifica¬ 
tion of 20th .AF reouirement for remaining units T .VX 13836 requests be reas¬ 
signed. 

24 0230 COMGKN 10 CINCPOA ADV IliFO CCT.:5THPHIBF0R.CqiFHIBSPAC.CTO 99.1.C0M3RDFLT.CTG99.2 

See CINCPOA 131239 May ComGen 10 will be ready 1 July 45 to assume the 
responsibility for the air defense of the forces and shipping present in 
OKINAWA area. Com5thPhibFor concurs. 

24 0640 CTF 99 to CINCPOA ADV I?!F0 CTG 99.3 

Your 230853. Unloading situation so critical that cargo arriving for next 
30 days at least must be limited to cargo handling troops and equipment, con¬ 
struction troops, air force units, base development material required for 
original project and necessary maintenance. Recommend shipment from PHILIP¬ 
PINES of signal construction supplies and air sea rescue equipment be deferred 
to arrive not earlier than 1 .August, Will advise further on 15 July reference 
ability to receive. 

25 0623 C(M1ARIANAS TO CINCPOA -ADV INFO ISCQL1 IWOJIMA. CINCPOA PEARL. DEPCOM 20 AFPOA . 

Ref DepCom 20 TS 200443 June COMMARIMAS 210451 June. COMMARIANAS conf. ^er 
01956 1 June 45. Careful study indicates that with current directives on air¬ 
craft dispersal a 5th Fighter Grp cannot be accommodated at INO. If current 
dispersal of 6 plane hardstands at 300 ft be reduced to 6 planes at 200 ft be¬ 
tween groups 5 groups can be stationed TWO. . ould also necessitate lengthening 
of North Field 10JO' ft which can be accomplished. ComMarianas opinion this 200 
ft disnersal not safe due to damage in 1 hardstand causing progressive damage 
to adjacent ones. 31 88 









26 0351 CIIICPOA ADV TO DEFCOM 20 INFO COMGSNFOA. G01.1L1ARI.UTAS. ISCGM T.t 0 . 

Your 200443* Do not concur in movement forward of 508th Fighter Group 
from OAHU to P./O. Your attention is invited to CINCPOA serial 06682 17 
Nov 44, subject AAF Units for Hawaiian Air Defense. See also CQMHARIAKAS 
250623 which indicates a 5th Fighter Group cannot be accommodated at IWO 
without relaxing current dispersal directives which.is not advisable at 
this time. This also answers ComGenPOA 220342. 

26 0435 CINCPAC ADV TO COHFHIBSPAC . 

Your 210035 and 212340. In view disadvantages pointed out CGFMFPAC 240229 
and others it ap’^ears extremely desirable that headquarters 5thPhibCorps re¬ 
main MAUI rather than shift to SAIPAN. 

26 1245 C0H3RDFLT TO CINCPAC ADV PTC CTF 33. 37. CTG 30.2. 20.5. CO’oUBPAC. /PL 

TGC TF 38. 

Request you institute fo Having interdiction nlan connection ray OpPlan 
9-45. During approach TF 38 from LEYTE via CHESS On 6-7 July, during fueling 
vicinity INDEX on 8 July and during high speed approach via ESQUIRE on 9 
July maintain interdiction patrol in V391 and V402 sectors between force and 
Empire. 

On retirement of force to northeastward on 11 July and while fueling on 
12 July extend sectors 16 and 12V391 to maximum practical limit doubling as 
necessary to natrol between force and Empire. 

While fueling on 15 July and again during period 18-20 July maintain same 
procedure as outlined for 12 July. 

Prime mission of interdiction destruction of enemy search planes which 
might contact our surface forces. Schedule above is intent but unforeseen 
delays may occur in ’which case request interdiction be planned to cover move¬ 
ments of force in accordance with basic plan outlines. Dependent on radio 
silence conditions you and interested commands will be kept informed of plan 
changes all practicable. 

Insure shore based air commands fully briefed on movements of TF 38 
TG 30.2 and submarine anti-picket sweeps. 

26 1225 C0H3RDFLT TO GTGs 30.6,30.8,30.9,CO: Q3ATRON2 .CC:'BATDIV 7 .CTF 37 & 38.TUCSON 

KASAAN BAY INFO CTF 93. CO- HIJCH.CINCPAC '30TH . 3RDFLT . CG 'SU3 FAC.CQ.iSSRVPAC . 

C0~ DSSPAC. CC AIR'Ag.CO* f ARlAIIAS.CO’IFA/ 18.21ST BOMCON. COM ARGILS . 

This is Com3rdFlt OpPlan 9-45. 

A. TG 30.2 Radio Deception Group - Capt. Ayrault TUCSON. 

B. TG 30.7 AS7/ Group B Capt. Perkins - Units as assigned by later dispatch. 

C. TG 30} 8 Logistic Support Group - RAdm Beary - Units as assigned by 
separate dispatch. 

1. TG 30.6 ASW Group A - Capt. Montgomery - Units as currently assigned. 

D. TG 30.9 - Base Service Group - Commo Carter (unitl relieved by RAdm Smith) 
Units as assigned currently. 

E. TG 34.8 Bombardment Group - RAdm Shafroth. 

1. TU 34.8.1 Bombardment Grp A - RAdm Shafroth - BatDiv 8 less. ALABAMA 
Plus SOUTH DAKOTA QUINCY CHICAGO DesRon 48 less KIDD plus HEEHMANN, 

2. TU 34.8.2 Bombardment Grp B - RAdm Badger - BatDiv 9 IOWA NORTH CAROL¬ 
INA ALABAMA ATLANTA DAYTON DesRon 54. 

F. TF 37 British Carrier force - VAdm Rawlings - Units as assigned by CINCBPF. 

G. TF 38 Fast Carrier TF - VAdm McCain - Units as assigned in ray 170017 
modified by ny 230635. 
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26 1225 CG: I3RDFLT OP FLAN 9-45 (CONTINUED) 


Information ovm and enemy forces as in my OpPlan 3-45 and by separate 
dispatch. 3rdFlt forces not specified in thsi OpPlan support this operation 
by execution of missions assigned in Com3rdFlt OpPlan 3-45. 

This Fleet while carrying out the general mission prescribed my OpPlan 
3-45 will attack Japanese naval and air forces shipping shipyards and coastal 
and assigned strategic objectives in order to lower Japanese ability and 
will to resist. 

A. TG 30.2 carry out radio deception in accordance deception nlan Annex C 
this OpPlan. Remain in assigned TGs of TF 38 when not on detached decep¬ 
tion duty. 

B. TG 30.7 Conduct ASP operations as separately directed by Com3rdFlt. 

C. TG 30.8 Provide logistic services for TF 38 at sea in accordance SerPlan 1 
which is Annex B this OpPlan. Employ TG 30.6 for ASW operations in 
vicinity of TG 30.8 unless otherwise directed by later dispatch. 

D. TG 30.9 Provide maximum Logistic and Repair services to all fleet units 
at all advance bases. Provide Logistics for Fleet forces in OKINAWA Area 
as required. 

E. TG 34*8 Operate in assigned groups of TF 38 except when othevmse directed. 
Bombing enemy coastal objectives when specifically directed. 

F. TF 37 Conduct air strikes against enemy objectives as specified in movement 
and attack schedule Annex A this OpPlan or as later directed. 

G. TF 38 Conduct air strikes against enemy objectives as specified in movement 
and attack schedule Annex A this OpPlan or as later directed. Furnish com¬ 
bat air patrol for TG 34.8 and spotters when directed. 

1. Sub para’s XI, 3 and 4 my OpPlan 3-45 apply. 

2. This OpPlan effective on receipt. 

3. All ships be prepared for towing and to be towed. 

Logistics and reoair facilities available in ENIWETQK MARIANAS LEYTE and 
OKINAWA. Logistics at sea for TF 38 in accordance ServPlan 1. CINC3PF pro¬ 
vides logistics for TF 37. 

Communications in accordance with USF 70A and PAC 70B (effective 1 July). 
Use aone Z (GCT) time in DTG of all communications. Use I(-9) time for all 
operations at sea. Annexes A B and C by separate dispatch. Com3rdFlt in 
MISSOURI. 

26 2310 ClifCrOA ADV TO CCP G PTPGA I MFC CTNCVFiAC.CINCFCA EARL. CONGEH TEN . 

UrDis 250256 is oartially answered as regards ETO MTO units by mydis 
250156. Troop requirements OKINAWA and IE SHE ia estaoiisned oy foil caving. 
Original phases 1 and 2 your serial 00432. ADJUTANT diversions by CINCPOA rEARL 
040106 of'May. FRICTION diversions by CINCPOA PEARL 090322 June. FEAF troops 
by Para 2D CINCPAC ADV ser OOO 56 SO. Redeployed special units by para 2C latter 
serial. Round out and balancing troops by para 1 latter serial. Gen. Feldman 
of CINCPAC ADV now at OKINAWA conferring with CG 10 regarding possible adr- 
ditional reauirements of which will keep you advised when reporting same to 
CINCAFPAC. 


27 0751 C0M3RDFLT TO CINCPAC ADV INFO CTF 31. 32, CTG 99.1, 99.2, CG 10,CTF 39.07030. 5 
Ctg ,; 0.9. 

Recommend 0000 GCT 1 July as time date for withdrawal CTF 31 from OKINAWA 
.Area. If approved following should be placed in effect at that time date: 

A. CG 10 assume responsibility for the defense of OKINAWA including responsi¬ 
bility for the air defense of the forces & shipping present in OKINAWA 

- Continued - 3190 
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27 0751 C0LI3RDFLT TO CINCPAC ADV IliFO CTF 31. CTF 32. ETC. (COriT’D) 


B. Air sea rescue responsibility assumed by CTG 30.5 as described by 
my 190135. 

0. GG 10 (employing naval and air forces at his disposal) assume responsibility 
for all ASW within area bounded by circle of 100 mile radius from Point 
B0L0, callj.ng on CTG 30.5 for such additional air assistance as may be 
required. 

If this recommendation approved I will direct CTF 32 and CTG 30.9 assume 
responsibility for tasks nov; assigned CTF 31 by my OpPlan 6-45. 

2 8 1347 CIITCPAC ADV TO C0N3RDFLT . 

Your OpPlans 3-45, 6-45 and 9-45 are so worded that in absence of CTF 31 
the following 3rdFlt organizations will remain in the KYUKYUS-SAST CHINA SEA 
Area without any overall command arrangement except through Com3rdFlt who will 
be far afield and often under radio silence. TF 32 VAdm Oldendorf. TF 39 RAdm 
Sharp, TG 30.5 R?tdm Price, TU 30.9.5 Capt* Rhoades. 

While Cora3rdFlt is operating under restrictions of radio silence, all of 
these commanders as well as CoraBen 10 and CINCPAC will be uncertain as to what 
individual if any has the overall authority and responsibility for the coordi¬ 
nation of these varied commands. 

Request you designate a commander to exercise authority over the activities 
mentioned during the period that your own attention is concentrated elsewhere. 

Since all 3 of OpPlans mentioned with their various changes and modifica¬ 
tions are partially effective, a clarifying order would be helpful. 

Order conforming to your 270751 subpara A and C being issued by CINCPOA 
in separate dispatch. 

Request early reply by OP dispatch. 

23 1348 CINCPOA ADV TO CO 10 INFO C-A 3RDFLT,CTF'U,CTG99.1.CTU 30.9.5.CTF32.CTG 99.2 . 

CTF 39. CTG 30.5 . 

Pursuant to my OpPlan 4-45 effective 010000 GCT July assume full responsi¬ 
bility for defense of captured positions in the HYUKYUS. This task includes 
responsibility for the air defense of forces and shipping in the OKINAWA Area 
and responsibility for all ASW operations within 100 miles of Point BOLO. 

In execution of this task you are authorized to call on CTG 30.5 direct for 
additional air assistance when required and latter is hereby directed to so 
assist when possible. 

28 1355 CIHCAFPAC TO C0M7THFLT INFO CINCPAC ADV . 

CX 21986. A number of radiograms have been passed through the Pacific 
between the War Dept, the CHINA Theater, CINCPAC and AFFAC relating to estab¬ 
lishing a supply line to the CHINA Coast in the vicinity of FORT BAYARD. The 
latest War Dent radiogram, WX 22283 dated 25 June, proposes the following 
general scheme: Load 3 Liberty ships in the U.S. for discharge at FORT BAYARD 
about 15 August. This shipment to be followed approximately 20 days later by 
2 additional Liberty ships. War Dept requests our comments concerning feasi¬ 
bility of protection across CHINA SEA and during unloading. Your immediate 
comments are requested relative to naval surface protection. For your infor¬ 
mation, air cover can be furnished from the PHILIPPINES to the limit, of range 
if required. Inquiry is being made of CHINA Theater as to what air cover 
can be furnished from that end. 









29 0725 COHGEH TEN TO CINCBAC ADV IMFO CIMCPAC PEARL . COHGEHPOA . CINC AFPAC . CGAAF POA . 
CC"GSN 20 BOHCOH. CG FSAF. ISCCM OKINAWA.CG TAF. CGviilRPAC. 

Stud;'- of aviation ajano and bomb problem this area reveals necessity for 
clarification and adjustment of requirements submitted by various agencies# 
Tonnages indicated appeaqf prohibitive from point of view of storage areas 
and beach capacity. Aviation ammo companies and handling equipment needed 
require further analysis. Consider essential single agency responsible for 
coordination ammo supply problems among FSAF, Naval ASR and 20 BomCom. Recom¬ 
mend conference at early date to include all interested agencies. Problem 
acute and requires immediate clarification. See also our 2704 28. 

29 0754 C0’7T1 t PLT TO CINCSAPA INFO JINCr-AC ADV . 

Your 281355 cite CX 21986. The feasibility of the proposal vd.ll naturally 
depend on the ground and air situation in CHINA at the time. To obtain maximum 
protection from enemy air and also facilitate entry it will be necessary to 
make final run in during darkness to arrive and enter at daylight. The size 
and draft of ships employed should oermit passage over the bar and traversing 
channel during any stage of the tide. Adequate surface and A/S orotectian 
can be provided. Escort should not remain FOR BAYARD .Ire a during unloading. 
Would require fighter cover as follows: 

1. Dawn to dusk on approximate direct route from LINGAYEN between limits of 
250 and 120 miles from ISLE NAOCHOW. 

2. From dawn following day off ISLE NAOCHOW. 

3. Cover for retiring escort on reverse track until darl, about 200 miles. 

4* Dawn to dusk during unloading and until departure. 

5. As in 1 above for return trip. 

Considering enemy air and suicide boat capabilities in the area (even though 
LIUCHCW is captured and reestablished as an Allied airfield) the operation 
would be hazardous. Further information desired from the CHINA Theater; 

1. Probable unloading time as my intelligence indicates this operation would 
be unduly prolonged due absence docks and adequate port unloading facilities 

2. Confirmation no enemy or allied minefields exist in area. 

29 0838 CINCPOA ADV TO C0A1NCH. CHO INFO CL’CPAC EARL.SECT! AV. BUSHIPS . 

This summarizes CINCPAC ser OOO5696 of 21 June, for your preliminary considera¬ 
tion: 

(A) Essential OPI services will involve facilities for OLYMPIC capable of trans¬ 
mitting press material from mobile stations in objective area to GUAM for re¬ 
lay West Coast including facilities for radio teletype radio photo and voice 
broadcast. Transrissions required from at least 5 points near objective back 
to GUAM. 

(B) Operational communications facilities can in part also meet press require¬ 
ments if material MyDis 080131 supplied. Necessary to nrovide terminal equip¬ 
ment and operating oersonnel for both voice boradcast and radio photo trans¬ 
mission in 5 flagships. 

(C) Essential you provide at least 1 and preferably 2 or 3 ships as mobile 
radio oress relaying and origination ships. Recommend seaplane tenders BAHNEGAT 
(AVT 10) class be outfitted as described my ser. 

(D) Limiting dates for program 15 Sent for >ress ships on West Coast and 1 
Sept for radio-photo. Voice broadcast and radio teletype material and oersonnel 
And of letter. 

Comment. General conditions on OKINAWA then will probably be such that 
relaying of cress material from that point instead of GUAM is not recommended. 
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30 0513 CINCPAC ADV TO CCMGEN TEN INFO COHGENPOA.CINCPAC PEARL,CG TAF.CGFMFPAC.COM- 
5ZR7PAC . GC ' ATkPAG . GGA? VEO AC, C E IC AF. ■ AC,CTU 99.3.8.CTG99.3.CCNSOPAC.CGAAFPOA . 

COMGEH 20 BO:-'COI.I. COP'GEN FISAF. ISCffil OIQPAMA. ' 

Cora RYUKYUS hereby designated single agency responsible for coordination 
ammo supply ali land based forces operating from RYUKYUS. Submit recommenda- 
tion as to date and place for conference suggested your 290725. Concur in 
delegation of routine logistic support to IsCom OKINAWA as in your 280833. 

30 0601 CINCPAC ADV TO OOI.QRDFLT.CCH5THFLT.Ca?7TH7LT.COr:;-IIIBSPAC.CO?gIRPAC.COKS^tVPAC . 

g^-'g-a:vac info cminch & cno.mircom■s.cinc:j , ?ac.cg6th army.ciksfoa f earlT" 

CO! 'SO PAC ■ CGI 1:0 A AG. GV .. ., GC M3R.D-MZPP0R. GC: NT HMIIBFCR. CGI 7THFHIBF0R. COMGZNAAFPQA 

CTF 96. CG5THHIIBCORPS ,CGAI RFHFPAC , CGSERVCCMDF? 1 !F?AC. CTF 99. 

MARKING. ORDER . Initiate preparations for operation OLYMPIC with target 
date 1 November E. Long, in accordance concept CINCPOA Joint Staff Study 
serial 0005081 dated 18 June 1945. Amnhibious phase of operation will be 
commanded by Adm. R. A. Spruance USN with Adra R. K. Turner USN commanding 
amphibious forces and Gen. Yf alter Krueger, US Array 6ommanding General 6th 
Array commanding all expeditionary troops. 

CINCPAC units to be employed in operation will be as outlined in Appendix 
E of referenced CINCPOA Joint Staff Study. Type Commanders concerned submit 
to CINCPAC Adv by 15 July to the fullest extent practicable specific designa¬ 
tions of units to be employed. Unit designations not available by 15 July 
will be submitted earliest practicable. In designating units indicate person¬ 
nel and both measurement tons and long tons of all cargo involved and mounting 
points. Conies of unit designations should be provided CINCAFPAC,C0MGEN6THAR13 
C0M5THFLT, COflFfilBSPAC , CINCPAC PEARL,COMMARIANAS, CCMMARGELS,CCMGENPOA, CTF 99. 

30 0617 CINCPAC ADV TO COMIIIBSPAC . CGFMFFAC INFO CCM5TKIMIBI-X)R. ADCOMFHIBSPAC, YDCOM- 
PHIBS AIC5'-UBCP.DCC! A GO' '"MIBC-P.P A.CGoTHAR: T.CG5THYHI3CCRPS,CINC:MC PEARL . 

CGFUFPAC 240220. ComPhibsPac 290700. Hdqtrs 5th?hibCorps will remain MAUI. 

30 0735 CINCBPF TO CINCPAC ADV . 

1. It is expected that a force consisting of INDOMITABLE 3 CVLs 2 Battleships 
2 or 3 CLs and 9 DDs vail be available at MINUS for oaerations in mid-August. 

2. The scale of onerations of which this force is capable is governed by: 

A. The time available. It would be necessary for them to return to MANUS 
by Mid September in order to be incorporated in TF 37 in preparation 
for OLYMPIC. 

B. Logistic support articularly with regal'd to tankers. 

3. Apart from its actual composition the 2 considerations referred to in para 
2 above would apnear to preclude the use of this force as a group of TF 38 
in operations against the Japanese mainland at this time. 

4. 1 worthwhile operation to thin the capability of this force is an attack 
on the MALAY PENINSULA. Due to the considerations outlined in para 2 above 
such an operation could not be sustained but its military effect would be much 
enhanced by its being in -phase with SACSEAS impending assault on MALAYA. 

5. I have not of course mentioned this to SACSEA but I am sure that anything 
we can do there at that time would help him. 

6. Other alternatives might be the capture of TRUK which might prove useful 
as a base or of NAURU which seems to be important in assisting food production 
both in AUSTRALIA and NET.T ZEALAND. For either operation Australian or New 
Zealand trooms would have to be available and this might not prove practicable, 

7. If you agree I would like to send a staff officer to your hdqtrs as soon a£ 

convenient to you with any further details that may be helpful to you in de¬ 
ciding on the employment of this force. 3 1 ^ ’ 
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30 0311 CTNCFOA ADV TC CINCSWPA INFO CCU3RDFLT. COHAAF TAJilLA. COliAF 5 . 

Here is brief of Com3rdFlt current operation orders 3-45,6-45 and 9-45 
all of which remain effective during period of current operations. 

3rdFlt will attack Japanese naval and air forces, slipping, shipyards 
and coastal objectives, cover and support RYUKYUS Forces and urotect air and 
sea communications along Central Facific Axis. 

TF 38 Fast Carrier and TF 37 British Carrier forces conduct air strikes 
and bombardment accordance following schedule. 

(A) TF 38 departs LEYTE 1 Jxily proceeds to fueling rendezvous 8 July and on 
10 July conducts air sweeps and strikes against enemy air and air instal¬ 
lations in TOKYO PLAINS Area. 

(B) Force retires and about 13 July strikes in northern HONSHU, HOKKAIDO Area. 

(C) 14 July force strikes HOKKAIDO again and bombards KUSHIRO Area. 

(D) Force retires to rendezvous with TF 37 which will have left MANUS about 
6 .Tn 1 yj toai— 1 16 July both forces strike in TOKYO PLAINS .Area. Re¬ 
peat strikes 17 July if ordered. Bombard HONSHU Coast between 36-20 N 
and 37-00 N if ordered. 

(S) Both forces retire to E for replenishment at sea. Time and place of sub¬ 
sequent strikes depends on tactical situation. Foregoing schedule subject 
to change due weather and tactical developments. Para. 

TGs 30.2, 30.6 and 30.7, 30.8 and 30.9 respectively conduct deception 
missions, carry out ASW operations, and provide logistic support at sea and 
at advanced bases. 

As TO 30.5 FairWing 1 conducts search and shipping strikes in EAST CHINA 
and YELLOW SEAS, around KOREA and off JAPAN west of 135 E. 

TF 39 conducts minesweeping operations in area "JUNEAU" bounded as 
follows: 26-04 N 124-09 E, 26-15 N 124-31E, 27-3SN 126-01 E, 28-20 N 125-20 E, 
27-00 N 123-50 E. Sweeping scheduled to start 5 July at north end of area. 
Ships retire each night to SE. Estimated completion 1 August* Suspension of 
operations for logistics replenishment of ships planned from 15 to 18 July. 

TF 32 provides naval cover for RYUKYUS and TF 39* CTF 32 is in overall 
command of 3rdFlt forces operating in RYUKYUS, namely TF 32, TF 39, TG 3©»5 
and units of TG 30.9» 

27 1435 CQUPHIBSPAC TO CINCPAC ADV INFO CCM5THFLT. CINCPAC . 

\_, Tentative agreement among FEAF, 5th AF and ComPhibsPac on use of Marine 

Air Warning Squadrons for OLYMPIC has been reached and is now being recommended 
in detail to CG 6th Army. Plan includes following major features. 3 radar 
and fighter director units and 1 control center to go into western islands 
with 40th Division. 4 radar and fighter direction outpost units to go on 
small islands to south and southwest of objective. 4 radar and fighter direc- 
■ tion outpost units and 1 control center to go in v/ith 5thPhibCorps. This 

control center to cooperate with ArtFor ASCU to eventually form a unified con¬ 
trol center similar to the angy tactical control center which wil^o in with 
the 3rd and 7th Attack Forces. Details of equinment recommended are being 
given to 6th Amy who will forward to CINCAFPAC in accord with previous dis¬ 
patches. Total of all Marine Air Warning and filter director units will be 
equivalent of approxiraat ely 4 standard Marine Air ’ Naming Sodns with pernon— 
derance of SP1M and AIl/TPS-lB radar plus additional radio equinment and oerson- 
nel which experience has shown to be essential to successiul oneration. This 
info for your consideration and possible advance planning since believe CBTC- 
AFPAC will approve and forward similar recommendations as soon as practicable. 
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7 ?* 2 to GQM7TH FLEET, ALL INTERESTED IN CURRENT 

UPAtATlUNS SQWESPAC Info OTF 77. AL L TFC ♦ s A TGC'a 

7TH PLilETT - 

During operations this forenoon ships received damage 
from suicide attacks as follows: (A) New Mexico (BB- 40 ) 
bridge destroyed all communications are out. ComBatDiv 
4 in WEST VIRGINIA in charge SAN FABIAN Task Groups. 

No info Admiral Weyler. (B) WALKE (DD-723) plane crashed 
in after part of bridge into CIC. 10 Killed 25 burned. 

All guns in local control. Captain critically injured. 
(G) A.M. SUMNER (DD- 692 ) hit aft. After magazine 
flooded. 2 Killed 3 injured. (D) LONG (DM3-12) hit by 
suicide plane. (E) BROOKS (APD-10) hit by suicide plane. 
Latter 2 no amplifying reports received as yet as still 
under attack. (F) R.P. LEARY (DD- 664 ) hit by plane on 
both forward guns damage slight. 1 Man superficially 
injured. New subject: Minesweepers report no mines 
found as yet in entrance mine fields location but several 
floating mines. New subject: Suicide Dive Bomber 
attacks made in determined fashion. Pilots seem to be 
of high quality and difficult to stop. Group Fighter 
Director Officer states no radar contacts this forenoon 
all interception being done by visual lookouts with 
lighter Director. New Subject: We require considerably 
more air support. What we have does not seem adequate 
at all.^ We have had 12 ships hit by suicide bombers 
since lo 30 yesterday of which 1 sank and 9 were damaged 
severly. 

77,2 to C0M7THFLT Info CTF 77/ALL TF AND T GC * s 

7TH FLEEi. C0M7THFLT PAS SED TO GOM^RDF'L'T. COMAmTTfAlAV^ 

GHQ, SOWESPaCAREA . CINCPOa. FAR EASTAIRSERVC0M. GQMINCH . 

This afternoon following ships hit by suicide bombers. 
CALIFORNIA (BB-44), AUSTRALIA, LOUISVILLE (CA-28). 

LOWRY (DD-770), O’BRIEN (DD-725), ORCa (AVP- 49 ). This 
makes 12 ships hit today and a total of 17 since 1630 
yesterday afternoon. LOUISVILLE and AUSTRALIA have now 
been hit twice Rear Admiral Chandler painfully and 
seriously burned. Command CruDiv 4 now temporarily 
in PORTLAND. RAdm Weyler safe. Consider need of 
additional air power urgent and vital. Our CVE’s 
entirely inadequate providing air cover. Japanese 
suicide dive bombers seem able attack without much 
interference owing radar difficulties affecting all ships 
in LYNGAYEN GULF area. Airborne radar rarely makes 
contact with planes. Believe in addition that all fields 
small as well as large near LYNGAYEN area must be 
continuously bombed and maintained neutralized. Enemy 
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06 1210 Continued: 







attacks heaviest morning and evening especially 
around 1700. Additional damage my seriously and 
adversely affect this as well as important subsequent 
operations. More damage may invite"action with the 
Japanese Fleet with which this Command is becoming 
progressively less prepared. Should suicide bombers 
attack transports results might be disasterous. 
Recommend 5th Air Force be informed seriousness 
situation and need more air support. Recommend 
3rd Fleet be ordered this area immediately provide 
additional air and surface cover urgently needed. 
Consider this matter of such serious import as to 
warrant immediate reconsideration present plans. 

06 1911 CTG 77.2 to C0M7THFLT Info CTF 77. ALL TF AND TG 

COMMANDERS 7TH FLEET. C0M7THFLT PASSED TO C0M3RDFLT. 

gOMflAREAST AIR FORCES (LEYT£n 

TOP SECRET. My 061210 add 2 ships not previously 
reported. (A) COLUMBIA hit twice. 1st plane struck 
antenna damage negligible. 2nd Hit main deck penetrated 
to sea. Turret 4 out permanently, turret 3 out due 
PON I TCPRTiiGE'-il.ND oil flooding. Steering engine out 
of commission. Now steering with engines casualties 
about 20 dead and 20 were critically wounded. (B) 
NEWCOMB damaged by straffing near miss ZEKE crashed. 
Mark 4 radar damaged beyond repair. Many minor holes 
in bridge structure and after deck house. Casualties 
1 dead, 1 missing, lcritically wounded, 10 slightly 
wounded. New subject: CTU 77.4.1 reports one Lilly 
DES OMBMEBDXD no tail gunner and quantity of hits 
absorbed. DNOICJPEEK self sealing tanks and 
substantial armor. Believed to be a suicider. 


07 1242 CTG 77.2 to CUM7THFLT, ALL COMaIR NOR SOLS Info 

CTF 77. aLL TF aND TG C0I.J.L.NDLR3 7TH FLET'AND 3RDFLT . 

(ilNCPAC. CINCSWPAC, C0MINCH, COMaaF, COAAF 5. COM 30 

BOMWING. - 


TOP SECRET - Todays operations went off on schedule with 
very slight air opposition. No attacks were made on 
this Force until 1840 when PALMER (DMS-5) Was bombed 
and sunk. Reason no attacks obscure but most probably 
stepped up counter air activity by Blue Forces. 

Comments on todays operations report in separate dispatch. 
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07 1257 


07 1536 


Q O 

CTG 77.2 to C0M7THFLT Info CTF 77, ALL TF AND TG 
C°MD R S 3RD AND 7TH FLEETS. CINCPAC. CINCSWPA. COLINCH . 

COMFEaF. COIjIaF 5. COM 310 BOI.IBV/IKG. COMAAF. 

Since my last report additional info has been received 
concerning damage to ships. (A) SOUTHARD (DMS-10) hit 
by suicide bomber. Is operative but requires repairs. 
(B) BROOKS (APD-10) hit by suicide bomber. Taken under 
tow and now in hands of slavage party and anchored 
off SANTAAGG ISLAND. (C) APACHE (ATF-67) hit by 
suicide dive bomber and suffered failure of number 4 
propulsion armature and some small damage incident 
thereto. (D) MINNEAPOLIS (CA-36) superficially 
damaged suicide bomber near miss. SK radar and some 
antennae out. (E) PALMER (DMS-5) hit by bomber and 
sunk today. This brings the total of all ships 
sunk or damaged since arrival at LINGAYEN to 20 ships. 
The OMMANEY BAY (CVE-79) sunk, the MANILA BAY (CVE-61) 
slightly damaged. The SaVO ISLAND (CVE- 78) superficially 
damaged. The HELM (DD-388) superficially damaged 
and the STAFFORD (DE-411) heavily damaged before 
arrival LINGAYEN GULF. Bring the grand total of 25 
ships sunk or damaged in present operations up to 1900 
I (-9) January 7th. 

CTG 77.2 to C0M7THFLT. ALL COMAIRSUNDER COMAIR NOR 

S030LS I - 

FLtfS, Cl 

FORCE. C 

AIR FOHC 

Strong evidently suicide planes equipped to stand 
pheonomenal punishment. In 1 of yesterdays attacks 
a Frances advanced 2000 yards at 25 foot altitude 
against a most concentrated and accurate fire from 
all calibers of AA before crashing. A current 
practice is for Fast planes to come in flying so low 
as to leave wake from propeller wash, then, by 
banking climb to collide with ships superstructure. 

They generally come on from the sun or from a land 
background suitable to their comouflage. Few high 
altitude attacks were noted. New subject: Could 
these planes which attacked Task Group 77.2 so 
effectively FS 6 January have been carrier based 
aIRCRaFT the COLUMBIA reported roughly tracking 1 of 
these pilots from out latitude 15 degrees longitude 
118 degrees. 


nro UTi? 


//. ALL TF AND TG COMDRS 3RD AND 7TH 

ns'.vpa. cincpac. co l,Inch, oui^r Astern ^Tr 

QivLtlF 5 aND 13. COM 310 BOLBV.’ING, COM ALLIED 


08 0104 CTG 77.2 to C0M7THFLT. Info CINCPAC. CINCSWPA. COMINCH . 

COMFEaF, GOMAAF. CTF 77. COMAF 5. 310 BOMBAING. ALL 

TF & TG COMDRS 3RD aND 7TH FLEETS. 

TOP SECRET. 2 Suicide attacks made on damaged AUSTRALIA 
about 0720 I(- 9 ) today. 1st Plane shot down close 
a board, 2nd A Dinah hit port side. Ship holed near water 
line, steering from aft, AA Battery now reduced to 1/3. 
Carrying out bombardment mission. Attacks were 
conventional high altitude 45 degree glide. 3197 
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CTO 77.2 


to CO:: 7THFLT, ALL CON ;IR3 
InfoCTF 77, --'-II TP & TO CCPPRS 3RD 


UNDER COMAIR N0R30L3 


CII 

310 


& 7TJI ELT3, CINCPRC 


-,ta , oo; :inc:i , coi fareaptairforce , cc:: iir forcz 5, 

30136,,IRQ. CGI.'ALLIRP' AIR FORCIM - 


Conducted bombardment of landing areas this afternoon, 
continued mine sweeping, made inspection of beach ap¬ 
proach areas with underwater teams and continued air 
strikes with carrier based aircraft. No air opposition 
was encountered until about late afternoon when PALMER 
(DM 5) was sunk. Slight enemy opposition to blue 
bombardment was noted, slight opposition was encountered 
by underwater teams this opposition being mostly from 
snipers. Direct air support furnished smoothly with¬ 
out opposition. Report follows: (A) Bombardment. As 
a general thing suitable targets were conspicious by 
their absence. Enemy guns were engaged on ridge in 
1173, and in areas 1468, 1366. AA fire was noted from 
vicinity church in 9731 B. Direct hits noted on road 
in area 1451, several buildings damaged or burned. 

Also destroyed medium calibre guns in area O 646 N, 
damaged AA battery in 1249 N near ridge, a single 
Howitzer or mortar not definitely located but believed 
northeast of RABFA opened fire. Shortage of spotting 
planes from AUSTRALIA and SHROPSHIRE prevented com¬ 
pletion scheduled FORE > . Above is brief summary of 
firing ships reports which indicate very few important 
targets have as yet been located. (B) Minesweeping 
area E3X0LTA , BOULEVARD , PENDANT, ANCHOR, SHACKLE, 
THISTLE (may be THINBLR ) and PIO were completed. 

All others well ahead of schedule and will be com¬ 
pleted early tomorrow morning (8 Jan). M > 'LEE only 2 
mines reported. No controlled mines of any type dis¬ 
covered anywhere. (C) Direct air support. Tug hit 
by 4 rockets and strafed, MSP DUN 3 ASS heavy guns 
in target areas 0820 01CUEIVS certain results. 20 
trucks destroyed in vicinity target area 0500; nil 
AA in SALT FERNANDO; ammo dumps and gun emplacements 
in target area 0£00 hit with excellent results; ammo 
truck destroyed target area 2563; 4 hits on barracks 
in SAN FYRU0J; 2 direct hits on boat in target area 
6783; fires started in buildings in target area OS75/T 
and 0975 F and rocket and bomb hits on railroad in 
same areas; fired several buildings in target area 2075 
Vv. Enemy troop movements southward vicinity RC3 RIO. 
Boats in vicinity of damaged submarine hit JUNTCN0 fire 
started. Totals for day planes used 61 VF, 68 VT. 

20 in direct support and 4 special missions. 19 tons 
100 pound bombs 30 tons 500 pound bombs 128 rockets 
expended. Lost 1 VT. Results today much better than 
yesterday. (D) Underwater team reports forwarded by 
separate despatches. New subject. Read Admiral 
Theodore Edson Chandler ComCruDiv 4 passed away at 
1750/1 7 January as a result of injuries and burns 
suffered during suicide bomber attack preceding day. 
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08 ° 9 56 -CTG- 77.2 to C0I:7T :I?LT. Info TF & TG COKDRS 3 AND 7 
FLT3, CIT03/. TA. CINCPAC. CONINCH. CO TTHAFBCOMAF S. 

COM 310 BQMB.-IKG COLAAF; ---- 

Tnis is Top Secret . Both planes which made suicide 
attacks on AUSTRALIA this morning were Dinahs. Iiew 
subject. My 071536 statement COLUMBIA tracked one of 
these pilots in error. Val which crashed COLUMBIA 
at 1730/06 contained Japanese pencil diagram entitled 
"Diagram for route of aircraft carrier attack and 
Insign (or Second Lieutenant) I’,VAX". Plane take off 
indicated at unknown tine and place on course 060 
speed 200 knots then at 1900 change course to 150 
degrees speed 110 knots STA at target 1925. Course 
of target shown as 090 degrees speed 13 Knots. Comment 
assuming diagram drawn to scale and plane carrier 
borne su-^rest launch was made forward 2 hours. Bomb 
was 800 kilogram type 9911 080 made from 16 inch shell 
one understood to be strictly navy type. Hew subject! 
.eather conditions 1515 VI and 340 degrees true ll' 
knots. Barometer 29.90 steady. Cumulus 3/l0ths the 
base 2000. ea smooth. Location southern end LINGAYEN 
GULF. 


07 0837 CTG 77.2 to C0M7TTIFLT. CTF 77. /LL TF & TG 00MDRS 
3m g: 7 T tt ~UTS. CIUOPIC. CTMCG SFA, CCMIMCTM COTBLVR 

FACT AIR FORCE. COM A? 5. COM 310 POMP VING. CON 

ALLIS' MB FOB OF. - 


Report of operations for LINGAY3N GULF Groups for 
6 January follows: Bombardments of SANTIAGO ISLAND 
P0R0 F0INT completed. During afternoon Task Group 
penetrated distance of 20 miles into Gulf to support 
Minesweepers under attack and to conduct any bomb¬ 
ardment feasible. A bombardment of about 1/2 hours 
duration of AR INGAY-BAP A\G Area was effected. During 
bombardment and upon retirement from the Gulf the 
Group was subjected to an intense and prolonged 
suicide bombing attack in which CALIFORNIA, ..UJTRALIA, 
LOUISVILLE, COLUMBIA were heavily damaged as reported 
my 061210. Para. Specific discussion of eacn operation 
follows: (A) SANTIAGO ISL.lND. Few important or 
worthwhile targets were observed in this area. Firing 
was therefore limited to tnose targets only and 
to a considerable amount of small shipping in 
passage between SANTIAGO ISLAND and Mainland. (B) 

P0R0 POINT, All targets were well covered. Some 
counter battery fire necessary and enemy ceased 
firing. Heavily da. aged storages, heavy Ack Ack, 
and reported 155 mm gun position. (C) ARINGAY-BAPANG 
Area. Fire in this area was directed largely at enemy 
forces which were moving east on road in areas 0783, 
0883, and 0483 towards the mountains. Troops were 
also noted moving north in areas 0781 and 0782. 
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GTG 77.2 to C01.:7TiTFLT Info CT? 77 etc . ( Pont i nn^) 


These troops included many vehicles and horse 
drawn heavy field pieces. The heavy suicide attacks 
made on our ships coincided with this movement. 

Results achieved indi cate NXOYK ELPLI CIILEH 
CCr^RFXTVXFi: (D) Minesweeping conducted in all areas. 

All results negative to date except 1 mine found in 
area. Several floatinr nines were discovered. Operations 
: ~~ TL YTTL TT D TT rr . H0V2Y (DMS-ll), long (DIIS-12 ) 
SOUTITARD lDI!S-10) and ERG0103 (APD-10) were hit by 
suicide bombers. HOVEY and LONG have since sunk. 

(S) support aircraft. Expended 45 tons bombs, 492 
Rockets with no losses. Results: Fired or damaged 
several FDT, ALINGAYEN BEY Railroad Bridge knocked 
out for 3o hours. Destroyed 1 Railway locomotive this 
area. Destroyed 1 aircraft on ground, 1 in air. 

Destroyed ammo dump 8624 B, 4 buildings probably 
barracks in 9239 and 9240. Extensive reconnaissance 
failed reveal any targets as provided by advnaced 
intelligence. No coastal guns located. (F) Fighter 
direction. Destroyed 15 enemy aircraft airborne at 
least 9 of which were by visual fighter direction. 

Para. New subject: Correction my 060614. Last paragraph 
changed OBuGL. " SLOBAVS had 11 ships IL by suicide 
bombers since 1630 yesterday, of which 9 were damaged 
severely". Para. Correct my 060557. 1st paragraph, 

4th sentence change to read "Ilinesweeping Group CAP 
about dawn destroyed 1 plane". Para. New subject: 
feather conditions 1400/1 V/ind 120 degrees true 
8 knots. .Barometer 29.86 falling slowly barometer 
change 6 hours 1/10 inch. Alto Stratus clouds 8/10 
Base 9000 feet. Sea smooth moderate IE NORNINGS 
ATXN00NH . - 






3200 

























A?RIL(GCT) 


rs 


10 0640 PirCPOA to COMINCH. 


r s 



NP.'.ITZ to KING. Para One. Immediately upon receipt of JCS 032140 and 
032141 I sent my 050228 to General MacArthur. His 090526 passed to you 
.stated his inability to absent himself from his canpaign at this time and 
proposed conference here with General Sutherland and other key staff 
officers. 09H55 concurred and conference will commence GUAM thirteenth. 
The coordination of planning and preparations directed by the Joint Chiefs 
of Staff will be arranged with General MaeArthur as expeditiously as pos¬ 
sible* Para Two. Desire defer reply to paragraphs your 091921 concerning 
flag assignments until major concepts have been clarified in the exploratory 
conference here follo.red by a personal conference with General MacArthur 
for which I vail proceed to MANILA, rather than forego the advantages of 
a personal conference, 

1 2 1215 CINCPAC TO COMINCH INFO COHJIFTHFLEET . 

NIHITZ TO KING INFO SPRUANCE . Sherman has just returned from brief confer¬ 
ences at OKINAWA with Snruance and later with Turner and Buckner. The fol- 
lowing is his estimate based on their opinions and his own observations and 
impressions. Para. There are 62,500 enemy troops in southern OKINAWA 1000 
in northern OKINAWA and 2500 on IE SHIMA. This does not include the large 
numbers able bodied civilians who have been drafted as laborers. Troops in 
south include Japanese 24th Div at practically full strength and 62nd at 
about 7500 due to casualties inflicted by us. .Also 44th and 15th Independent 
Mixed Brigades. Enemy is strong in artillery and his artillery fire is said 
to be most effective experienced by us in the Pacific. Buckner is proceeding 
methodically and effectively to penetrate and pinch off the extremely strong 
and cleverly prepared Japanese defenses and is using all the field artillery 
naval gunfire and air support available. Lowest responsible estimate for 
overcoming organized resistance is 30 days from new and this is probably 
optimistic. 77th will capture 1.7 SHIMA this week and then move into OKINAWA 
to join Hodge. Prior to landing of the 27th Div the Japanese had more troopi 
in the line than did the 24th Corps. Para. Thru 10 April unloading over 
the HAGUCHI beaches though hamnered by bad weather totalled 593,499 measured 
tons Plus 206,136 short tons which is twice the corresponding SAIPAN figures 
Some airfield sites are disappointing but the overall development can exceed 
initial plans. Thorough reconnaissance being initiated. Para. Morale is 
high and Buckner, Hodge and Geiger all wish to rehabilitate troops on OKI¬ 
NAWA. THis will be ordered. Turner rates Buckner very high and wishes to 
work with him in the invasion. Para. 2 Marine .Air Groups are ashore but. 
KADENA will be inoperative in wet weather until Marston mat is laid. Air 
evacuation inaugurated and functioning well. Mara. Spruance and Turner both 
point out need to move into Pacific all available destroyer and escort types 
because of losses being experienced and expected to continue from suiciders 
who pick off the screen and pickers. The feeling is that our ships can out¬ 
last Jap suiciders but we will need all the screen we can get in the next 
■few months. Para. We are in a fight which will be hard until the Japanese 
run out of the means for continuing mass suicide attacks but there is no 
doubt that our ships can take it. Our defensive organization and.teamwork 
between shins and aircraft and our antiaircraft .gunnery is improving. The 
enemy skill is deteriorating rapidly, ^ara. There is general agreement that 
we cannot seize any position northeast of OKINAWA until the supply of sui— 
ciders is greatly reduced. 










NT'TTZ ONLY 

APRIL (GOT) ^ 

11 0802 CINCPAC ADV to CCTINCH . 

NT f ITS 70 KING . Following message received over Telecon conference cir¬ 
cuit by Major Gen Leavey my staff in GUAM from Major Gen Lutes H.„ ASF in 
Washington. "Gen MacArthur has requested 150 LSTs for use in moving suo— 
plies forward from rear areas to PHILIPPINES. LSTs are needed because ports 
are so damaged that Liberty shins cannot be discharged now and are not 
available. It is understood that 133 LSTs under Navy control are now pro¬ 
ceeding North on .Test Coast United States. General Somervell requests that 
you personally urge Admiral Nimitz to divert 150 LSTs to SWPA or as many 
as now practicable. In addition to LSTs MacArthur has asked for 150 LCTs. 
End". This question was previously raised in MacArthur 1 s 281614 to which 
I replied in my 300243* Request following reply be delivered to V/ar Dept 
for Gen Somervell from Cincoac/Cincooa. "All LSTs and LCTs now assigned 
to P0A are required for operations which have been ordered by the Joint 
Chiefs of Staff. No portion of this number can be made available to CINCSWPi 
without curtailing necessary assault lift for these operations or the move¬ 
ment of garrison units and equipment essential for the early implementation 
of the functions for which these new bases are acquired". Suggest that ’.Tar 
Dept agencies be requested to make future representations of this nature to 
Cominch or to Cincpoa rather than to members of my Staff. 

H 2045 COUIliCH to CPJCP \C . 

KIT.'G TO IT'ITZ AYES ONLY . I consider it important that you be told that 
Joint Chiefs of Staff will soon discuss with the President the general 
strategy for the ultimate defeat of JAPAN along following lines. There 
are tv:o general alternatives first encirclement (siege or blockade) second 
invasion (assault). It is apparent that both alternatives have their merits 
and demerits. A third method is to proceed with "encirclement" while pre¬ 
paring fully for "invasion" in which case encirclement can be expected to 
facilitate invasion. 
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APRIL (GOT) 

13 2346 CUTCPAC :DV to CQTINCH . 

NXMITZ TO KING ONLY . Lieut Gen Sutherland and party including General 
Kenney arrived afternoon 13th and I held an initial conference in the eve¬ 
ning with only Sutherland, Chamberlain, 'c' .orris and Sherman Present. Para* 
General r acArthur* s idea as expressed by Sutherland is as soon as possible 
to take command (operational control as well as administrative and logistic) 
of all Army forces throughout the Pacific including the garrisons of the 
shore nositions in the Facific Ocean Areas. Sutherland advanced the view 
that all our previous command arrangements had been "unsatisfactory" and 
that unity of command was an unworkable "shibboleth". He further stated 
that in future (post ICZ3ERG) no .Irmy troops would be allowed to serve 
under an Admiral* He was informed that unity of command in the Pacific Ocean 
Areas had gotten us through our period of adversity had moved us to the 
inner approaches of JAPAN and was the only feasible arrangement for operating 
and defending an area and coordinating area matters. Para. I expect to re¬ 
linquish to LacArthur the operational control of the disposable assault t 
trooos and other 'army units as they are released from operations to be pre¬ 
pared for further operations and it is clear that he will assume admini¬ 
strative and logistic control and responsibility. However the essential 
garrisons of all positions in the Pacific Ocean Areas must remain under my 
ooerptional control as long as I am responsible for those areas. Abolition 
of unity of command in the subareas and outlying islands would produce 
chaos and would retard the prosecution of the war. I shall not therefore 
accede now to his assuming operational control of Army forces ground air or 
service which are essential to the defense and functioning of the Pacific 
Ocean Areas. This is in accordance with my understanding of Paragraph 6 of 
JCS 032140. Para. It appears that lac Arthur expects to take over the PYTJKYUS 
and Kenney expects to take over air operations in the RYUKYUS. Para. Suther¬ 
land indicated that ’lacArthur expects to be able with difficulty to mount 
and support an assault on KYUSHU in November. The Fleet will of course be 
ready if the enemy air force is overcome by that time. Para. The foregoing 
is to keep you personally informed. Discussions will continue today on the 
Chief of Staff level and I will infoim you daily of progress made. 

14 1633 CCMNCH AID CNO TO CINCPOA ADV . 

KING TO NIHTTZ . I am in complete agreement with your views expressed 
in your 132346. 

14 2242 CII T C p AC/CINCPOA ADV II TO COTENCH . 

iXYTZ TO ITTITG <"KTY . T !y 132346. Conferences continued on staff level. De¬ 
tailed proposals were made by Kenny for moving 5th Air Force into O’TILY.TA 
to operate under his direction and by Sutherland for CinCSYPA to take com¬ 
mand of RYUKYUS because of his "paramount interest" in the RYUKYUS as the 
axis of advance into JAPAN. Cur needs for naval and air bases and for co¬ 
ordination of naval raid air bases and for coordination of naval .and air 
attacks on JAPAN in congested a 'eas during naval and amphibious phases of 
invasion were Stressed. Kara. The proposal to make the experienced and ef¬ 
fective 5th Air Force available to exploit fully the potential. airbase 
capacity of the RYUKYUS is sound. The question of ..my air command is a 
complex one .and I shall make no committments for the pm sent . .ould ap¬ 
preciate ir our appraisal of this uestion as I do not know the Jar De 'art— 
ment's intentions as to Giles status under the new directive. Para. Tenta¬ 
tive plan is for CinCFTL 1 , to send over his draft of strategic plan f 013 203 

—Continued— 
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14 224.2 CirCTC/CTT'OA to CO~T T CH. (CCT'D) 

CI.YI IC after which ny planners trill redraft and revise with respect to 
naval and amphibious matters and then proceed MANILA for next planning 
conference. There is general agreement as to concept of invasion operations 
although ideas as to command relationships will need to be resolved, Para, 
An interesting sidelight is that Sutherland says MacArthur w ill land in 
KYUSHU about D plus 3 stay a short, time and then return to MANILA until 
time for the HONSHU landing. 


15 1406 ctcpac tc g:'TT. 








"Tl?! TC !T TT " 1 


The SATA conferees today prepared and submitted a paper which in effect 
proposed that quote localities be transferred without delay unquote ap¬ 
parently referring to 1YUKYUS and other shore x>sitions -where Army troops 
predominate, that after OKINAWA and IN SHBLi have been captured the Army 
Air Forces in f/UITUS pass to command of CINCAFPAC and that CINCPAC assume 
operational control and responsibility for naval operations in SATA. Since 
these ideas were consuming valuable time and delaying constructive alarming 
I authorized 7 'c’'orris to inform Sutherland in writing as follows quote Para 
1, It is highly important that the conferees proceed as soon as possible to 
arrange the method, time, and place for coordination of the invasion plan¬ 
ning and preparations directed by the Joint Chiefs of Staff, This is neces¬ 
sary in order that the naval command organization for planning and conduct¬ 
ing the naval and amphibious stages may be established and commence to 
function, Para 2, The following info -mation is furnished concerning the in¬ 
tentions of the Commander in Chief, Pacific Ocean Areas, in order that our 
conferences may be expedited: (A) He will not at this time transfer any im¬ 
portant shore positions from the Pacific Ocean .Areas to the S out'.west 
Pacific Area. (B) He will not at this time relinquish operational control 
of any Army forces, ground, air or service, now under his control, which he 
considers essential to the functioning, development or defense of the Paci¬ 
fic Ocean Areas or to the success of operations which the Joint Chiefs of 
Staff have or may direct him to conduct. (C) He will exercise operational 
control over the major forces assigned to operate from shore positions in 
the Pacific Ocean Areas unless otherwise directed by the Joint Chiefs of 
Staff. (D) He will retain the coordinating authority over logistic matters 
given him by the Joint Chiefs of Staff and recognized by the memor-ndum of 
the Chief of Staff. U S Amy, dated 26 March 1945 (JCS 1259). (3) He will 
not assume direct control of naval forces involved in the amphibious phases 
of operations directed to be conducted by the CINCS’iTPA. Fie will provide 
naval cover for such operations and will allocate naval forces for direct 
anticipation under CI'CSNPA. 'ara 3. The position taken in para 2 is in 
complete accord with the directive of JCS 032140. Unquo' e. Later after 
further discussion during which it was urged by TcHorris and Sherman that 
the conferees expedite consideration of ways and means for planning and pre¬ 
parations for invasions I authorized ,r c? f orris to submit another memorandum 
as foUows^Quote,' v In amplification of subuaragraph 2(C) of ray earlier 
memorandum of 15 April, the Commander in Chief, °acific Ocean Areas will be 
prepared to reconsider that subparagraph after the completion of the IC3BEHG 
Operation or when a firm directive is received for the OLYMPIC Operation. ^ 


Unquote. '| The SViPA conferees were assured that the 6 Army Divisions in POA 
plus other assault garrison and service units would be passed to CINCAETAC ’ S 

operational control as rapidly as they could be disengaged from v , es9 r ^<'V) 
n m loyment. Para. It.now appears that the.3 rty will, leave at l608(X>/'/ 

Very little useful discussion nas taken ol'ce concerning invasion olans 
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15 1406 CIHCPAC AD7 TO C0MI1CH . (COATIN'; 'B 

and preparations and the ST. ’A party was apparently not prepared for snch 
discussion. 


/■** 16 0254 CT T G°0\ ADV TO COIOTCH MID GTPCS.^^A.CO'^^FLT.Cg^THFLT.CIHC^OA HURL . 

G V 7TTFT:T. 

* ?QR' KINO," C THU I. r ~ ~ > 7 T C V' Y. KEF'AID AND TCJ'ERS. SPRUAHCi: INFORM 

npgja- - 'jip 'i'u-pp. ' G p ~ ' 1) T ,, p, in order to expedite nlrjis and prepara— 

tions for OLYMPIC it is ny nresent intention as soon as the capture of 
OKINA'VA and If SRL'A is comnleted to have Spruance and Turner and necessary 
staff establish ->lannin : headquarters at GUAM initially and nlan for OLYMPIC, 
Halsey to take over the fleet in the combat area. 

17 1504 CCHINCH r - CHO TO ■;rw\ FV .— Your 160254 is hereby approved. 

16 0734 CINC n AC . DV TQ CC-TITC??." 





HI TTZ TO KOTO 0:' Y . .After arrival in Pacific General Vandergrift requested 
my remission to visit OKINA A,. His desire as head of the 1r orine Corps is 
to display his deep interest in the personnel engaged in active combat and 
to encourage and cheer them by his presence. He also wished to talk with 
Geiger on general ?!arine Corps matters. Had a similar request occurred in 
the I 0 JIV'A campaign where the troops engaged were all Marine I should 
have granted it. In this instance I have considered it advisable to deny 
it. Vandergrift is of a higher rade than Lt. Gen. Buckner who is conducting 
the land cam aign .and the majority of the troops engaged are .ipy, If 
Vandergrift is remitted to go to the front during active operations it will 
be difficult if not impossible to refuse a similar request that is sure to 
be forthcorain • from Richardson and doubtless others. My experience has 
shewn that visits of this character v.'hile immediately heloful to the morale 
o' some of the forces involved frequently lead to subsequent criticisms 
and invidious comparisons of the organizations oarticieating in the carmaign. 
The net result has been harmful rather than heirful. This information is 
furnished you in order that you may be informed if this or similar action 
may later be brought to your attention. Vandergrift will remain here for 
several days and if there are considerations which I may not have taken 
into account that cause you to believe that my decision should be changed 
please advise. 



°9 0247 CINCH ■ -pv "0 Cr’Q-G. •, ~"H V'*"' -'HA . 

HI F 1 " H ,f ACN THITR . General Richardson has requested my concurrence in 
his proceeding to MTUA for a conference requested by you. I consider it 
^referable that your conferences v.dth the Airy commanders now assigned to 
the Pacific Ocean Areas and my conferences with the naval commanders now 
assigned to the Southwest Pacific Area be deferred until you and I have 
conferred as proposed in my 050228 and have discussed the procedures for 
transfer of command pursuant to Joint Chiefs of Staff 032140 (NAHX 62773) 
and the schedule contemplated by Cominch 062116. 
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17 0040 cr r c m :j? to c ’y::ch it?c co!3Rdflt. ccm5TU~TT. cipcao.i ^; .al 


7 I"'- ' r j_ \ T ~.L.~ S? 0 _■ ,G , The '■rinary ourpose of the 

I.QTAKO operation is to get more airfield capacity as soon as -x>ssible. I 
an making full ^reparations to conduct it with target date 16 June. Mean¬ 
while thorough ground reconnaissance of OKINAWA and 13 SECLl is being con¬ 
ducted to determine airfield potentialities of those islands. After all 
data is available as to airfield sites construction forces and combat air 
forces firm decision can be made between capture of ’iYAKO and concentra¬ 
tion of .all resources on development of OKINAWA and 13 SHI 'A. The latter 
course if feasible rill conserve combatant shins and aircraft as well as 
trooms and shipping for use later in year and will deolcry additional air 
forces sooner thou"h in somewhat smaller numbers. Preparations being made 
for ’.'iYAKO vdll facilitate accelerated development OKINA. .V if sites and 
unloading canacity permits. Till keep m>u advised. The ICCKAI operation is 
a smaLler one and need not take nlace until air forces from CKTX/A control 
the air in its vicinity. 

IS 0030 ADMIRAL IIALS5Y TO FL31T .’DM ICING INFO FL33T .DM ITEgTZ. 

Your 162023. (A) I favor retention of the organizations of the Navy and 
War Departments streamlined internally as necessary to procure and administer 
the material and aersonnel needs peculiar to each service. (B) I recommend a 
suner ->osed commander of the armed forces of the United States in whom is 
vested operational control of all armed forces and whose office includes 
coordinating agencies to effect all possible economies in matters common 
to services. In view of the fact that Americans have a deeprooted conviction 
that no enemy ust set foot on our shores it must be accepted that the 
American concent of war involves overseas invasion, therefore the supreme 
commander of the armed forces should be a naval officer in order to ensure 
nroner conduct of overseas movement leading to deployment of troops in 
enemy territory. (C) I f vor a civilian secretary of the armed forces with 
under secretaries for Navy, Any and (if necessary) 'Amy Air. (D) I oppose 
strongly a se rrate subdepartment having cognizance over all aviation or 
seeking equality with Array and Navy (each with own aviation components) 
on the cabinet level. (3) I recommend immediate selection and training 
of appropriate officers to exercise command and staff functions in com¬ 
posite forces comprising all arms. (F) I recommend retention of a Narine 
Corps within the framework of the Navy. American instinctive aversion to 
large standing .Armies and to imperialism '..ill continue to revent overseas 
use of Army troops in time of ">eace whereas ’Marines may be legally so era- 
ployed with apparent sanction of aublic opinion. During ieace amphibious 
skills will also be best maintained by a Marine Corps integrated with the 
Navy. Para. See ny serial 344 of 10 Dec to Admiral Richardson for discus¬ 
sion and 5UT3LRTI3G arguments copies being airmailed to both adees. Con¬ 
cept outlined in referenced paper prevents improper domination of the 
nation’s strong peacetime Navy by an .Amy and Amy Air Force which will 
surely be skeletonized or greatly reduced after hostilities end. 
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is 0228 ciucfoa adv to cokimcii. 


' 'IT.'’ TO ^T ,T G . Tour 171512. Intent of suboaragraph F ngr 160250 is to 
pave the way for installing a flag officer of the Navy as IsCom SAIPAN 
and a captain as IsCon KT/AJALiSIN if such action becones necessary. On 
the 1st oroject it would be necessary to replace a colored Infantry Regi¬ 
ment by a Marine MP and a Marine Guard Battalion. These could be limited 
service personnel and Vandergrift says he can do it. Some shifting of 
AA Battalions would be involved also. It is not yet timely to move in 
this matter but I have it in mind if the Army insists on using Jarman as 
MacArbhur's administrative representative in this region. Will keep you 
fully advised and will comply with intent your 171512. 

18 1322 CIMCX., DV TO CCI'5TKMLT.CC GEM TEN. CCMFIII3S. ID . 

NE3TZ TO SPRUANCE. TU.j r IR AND BUCKNER . Originator accompanied by General 
Vandergrift, Admiral Sherman, General Thomas USMC, General Kandell and 4 
others exoect arrive T0NT.4N in R5D Cauldwell pilot about 1200 I (-9) 20 
Anril. Do not wish any commanders to leave their combat duties and being 
met by aides will suffice. Desire to see Spruance, Turner, Buckner, Hodge, 
Geiger and Mulcahey preferably at their own headquarters with ’niniraum 
interference operations. Para. Request Spruance or Turner arrange acccuao- 
dations Nimitz, Sherman, Anderson, Lamar. Buckner arrange for General 
Ifandell. Geiger arrange for Vandergrift and Thomas. Mulcahey arrange 
for Colonels CNeill and Ferris. Para. Request CTF 51 arrange for fighter 
escort last 200 miles of approach. Para. Expect deoart early 22nd. 

18 1951 COMINCH fc CKO TO CINCXh- ADV . 

NITTZ FRO" KING . Have sent a ■ emorandum to Marshall requesting his views 
on air command set-up and status of Giles your 3.42242. /ill advise you 
further on recieving his reoly. Para 2. As a solution for this very com¬ 
plicated problem I have in mind the following on which I desire your com¬ 
ment. (a) During progress of ICEBERG operations, which will continue 
for some time, all shore based air in your forward area, except 20th AF, 
to continue under your command as at iresent. Between completion of 
ICEBERG and such other encirclement o >: rations as may be directed by JCS 
and the beginning of amphibious ahuse of invasion (if undertaken) have 
2 shore based air ca.viand in the Pacific: (l) The Strategic Air Force 
under Kenney composed of 20th AF units and additional .'any air units 
assigned solely to the objective of bombing J .PAN; this force to be under 
MacArthur. (2) A Tactical Air Force under Giles composed of all shore 
based Army ( Except Strategic Air Force) Marine and Navy air units in GH3 
forward area;, this force to be under you. (3) 7/ith the undertaking of 
amphibious ahase of i.v sion both Strategic .nd Tactical Air Commands to 
be under Cine x)a. (C) ..1th the initiation of the land campaign phase of 
invasion command of Strategic dr and essential elejaents of Tactical .lir 
to 'ass to I lac Arthur. 

19 0730 .MI. UMNO, M F to CM 'CM :.DV . 

CBTC ‘EAST INDIES reports as of 14 April that he considers U-boat potential 

broken on EAST EDI IS station. 
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19 0314 C0M3RDFLT TD CL'GPAG ,DV . 

TC I T LZT~, . Referring Cincpac and .0A top secret serial 0003034 
of 31 1 larch 1945* Priority of Staff Study of and plans for North Pacific 
operations has been reduced from 1 to 4 in view of your desnatch 160406 
April concerning target dates. Para. Separate operations of ,f Eastem 
Forces" during L0UGT0H may not be advisable but if undertaken can best 
be determined by then current estimates of eneny strength, disposition, 
reactions, and the availability of targets. No long range study of these 
operations appears profitable and any long range plan would only be 
crystal gazing. Therefore eom3rdFlt ..111 unless otherwise directed defer 
further study and planning for these operations until a later date when 
and if execution of L0MGTCII is ordered. Para. Preliminary drafts of other 
Staff Studies now completed and will be forwarded with additional com¬ 
ments and recommendations for future operations not later than 27 April, 
"ara. Though SHANTUNG operation appears to be quite hazardous to shipping 
estimated bnefits from air operations against Japanese industrial instal¬ 
lations in southern . INCH JRIA and in KOREA may justify certain calculated 
risks. Destruction of Japanese Hants and installations in those areas 
will to a large extend reduce their efforts to continue the war on the 
continent. I will continue to work on SIIANTUNG Hans (priority 2) until 
and unless operations called off and will as suite target date of 20 Nov. 

ara. KOREA STRAIT o oration involving occupation of TANEGA MUKUS SIIUONO 
KA'ffHO is feasible and recommended with target date of 1st Phase, seizure 
of TANEGA 15 June, modifying or cancellingother Hans as necessary. 
Initiation of Phase seizure of FITKUE SHDJ0H0 KA1IN0 1 month later unless 
initiation of operations in southern KYUSHU take priority for strategic 
reasons. I will proceed with work on KOREA STRAIT plans mriority 1. Para. 

I am studying uroblem of early direct assault on KYUSHU following TANEGA 
seizure as best answer to overall strategic 'roglem and '.all comment on 
completion of study. Para. The planning implications for this com.and in¬ 
volved in your 160254 to Cominch are being studies although positive in¬ 
formation is lacking as to meaning of "OLYMPIC" and as to its target date. 

19 0507 CINCPAC ADV TO COMI’PCIU 


ITTTZ TO KING . I have no notes on my conversation with the Richardson 
Board but assume that their report records my views of which the gist is 
as follows: (A) Unified command is essential to the efficient conduct of 
war. (B) The P0A excluding continental land masses such as J IPAN and the 
PHILIPPINES should be I eld and controlled for the U.S. under unified 
command now and in the foreseeable future. Since the responsibilities are 
primarily naval and air the commander s hould be articularly well qualified 
in those aspects of war. (0) Other vital outlying strategic areas should 
likewise be controlled and held for the U.S. under unified command. The 
experience of this war and the development o new 'weapons and methods of 
attack make it necessary that there be increased pre aration and increased 
vigilance in outlying areas in the most war years. (D) For planning and 
oreparation and .or coordination of meace tine defense and for the conduct 
of war when war occurs there should be established in Washington a single 
commander of the Armed Forces of the U.S. He should be responsible only 
to the President and should have an adequate staff composed of officers 
from all services who have been relieved of all responsibility in or to 
their respective services. (E) All officers exercising unified command 
should have joint staffs. (F) The rofessional heads of the individual 
services should have the ri Art to appeal to the resident concerning ^ 
the decisions of the Com. nder of the Armed 'orces and o advise the o Z- 
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19 0507 NILUTZ TO KDiG (CCNT'D’) 

latter who should, ha.ever, be free to make his am decisions without delay 
and without any more debate and argument than he chooses to hear. (G) 

» ^ ie administrative organization of the departments which administer and 
sufport the fighting services is less important than the unified command 
outlined above. I strongly recommend against the consolidation of the 
ar and Navy Departments because the problems of the two services are dif¬ 
ferent, because consolidation would increase civil control of military 
preparedness and because decentralization of administration is less ponderous 
and more efficient. Separate and even competitive experimentation and de¬ 
velopment are desirable, moreover the consolidation of the far and Navy 
Departments would produce a single department of such large size as to 
place under one civilian secretary too large a proportion of the admini¬ 
stration of our government and ’would inevitably give his office political 
paver and importance incompatible with our form of government. (H) Naval 
aviation and the Narine Corps must continue as essential components of 
the naval service. Likewise the Amy should continue to have its own air 
component. The foregoing views are based on the experience of over 3 years 
of war in the Pacific during which successes have been achieved, often 
with extremely slender means, which could not have been achieved without 
unity of command as ..ell as unity of purpose. They are concurred in generally 
. by IIcMorris and She man and are I believe representative of those held by 
many of the senior officers who have been responsible for ccmbat operations 
in the Pacific. Y7e have developed a single fighting team which shouid not 
be disrupted now or in the future. 

19 1259 CO' 'INCH CHO TC PING; AC ADV K . 


Nlj.TTZ F ;C: LING . In reply to Cincpac 170601. 3asic policy is to an¬ 
nounce loss of each ship by name as soon as security permits provided next 
of kin have been notified. Exceptions may be made in case of major actions 
or special circumstances when >rellminaiy announcement should be made in 
general terms such for example as "moderate loss" or a specific number of 
major ships or light craft. Avoid mention of specific categories where 
names of ships are not iven. With reference to last sentence your despatch 
I desire that you announce the sinkings by name. 


20 0511 CL:CliC ADV VO C GLITCH . 

Para 1. 1 :y comments on para 2 your 131951 are as follavs: (A) Experience 
throughout the war has shown that it is necessary to assign -the Fleet 
Air Wings (search, patrol and rescue) to fleet and to naval area commanders. 
Fleet Air Wing units in MARSHALLS are now under Harrill. Those in RYUKIUS 
are under Soruance. Those in ' .FJ.’JIAS are under Spruance but will soon 
pass to Hoover. The Wray in the Pacific has not asked for any control over 
our Fleet Air Wings and naval control of search is essential. Accordingly 
it v:ould be most unfortunate if Fleet Air ’Wings were brought into the 
problem of control over strategic and tactical air forces. Likewise cer¬ 
tain Narine medium squadrons used for night attack on shipping should be 
attached to Fleet Air Wings rather than to .Any commanded units. (B) I 
see no military reason for iving General 'acArthur operational control 
over Array air forces which are en gaged in bombing JAPAN from bases in the 
POA until encirclement is completed and OLY PIC is next on our program. 

At that time or during OLYNPIC planning I believe suitable arrangements 
can be made with General : acArthur under which Kenney would control all 
Army air forces in the IYUICYUS (plus such : brine units as I allocate to 
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20 0511 rm:iTz to kihg (coiaipd) 

him) and -would during appropriate ohases be responsible to MacArthur for 
softening up land objectives or to me for su .porting ray naval an^uuphibious 
operations. Kenney and his headquarters are better prepared for this as¬ 
signment and the bulk of the forces will be those he now has. (C) All 
29s and *irny fighters in the iIARIAkAS X >0 Axis are now engaged primarily 
in attack on JAPAN. In my opinion it would be better for Giles to command 
the Army .ir Forces based in the UARIAKAS and X.jO plus at appropriate times 
the B—29s in the AYUEYUS. I am prepared to relinquish operational control 
of the fighter groups (Army) at ISO to Giles if he is given command of the 
B-29,s which they escort. (D) In opinion the detailed remote control 
of tl)e 20th AF from '.Jasiiington is extremely undesirable. The force should 
be under Cinc^oa but in any case its local commander should have greater 
freedom of action* I hope that Giles '..ill have it. In this connection 
see ComGenAAFPOAs 180720 and my 182354* I have since learned that Hales 
orders were from Korstadt by telecon rather than from a source having 
authority over both 7th and 20th AFs. Para 2. I.y views on unity of command 
do not need repetition. I recommend that there be obtained for me as much 
control as x>ssible over the air forces in the P0A without which the naval 
and amphibious forces cannot be fully effective. 
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21 1920 ) -assilJ-J. to acareh:.! info. clvc. me 

—/a. APAifi- 

Ton Secret . ar 67098 ^ ora Jithin the next few days it a ay be 
necessary for 1 .e to discuss with the other Chiefs of Staff, the 
question of our basic strategy in the western Pacific. There is 
an honest difference of opinion on this problem. ?ara 1 school of 
thought is that much more preparation is necessary than is 
possible with target dates of 1 December and 1 arch for the main 
operations. Hence a campaign of air-sea blockade and bombardment 
should be adopted which involves a CHUSAH operation, and perhaps 
others such as a lodgment on SHANTUNG or KOREA or the islands in the 
Tsushima Strait area. The points made for this scheme include the 
high casualties incident to landings on JA .11 proper, the necessity 
for further beating down Jap air power, the cutting off of JAPAN 
reinforcements moving from the mainland of ASIA and the possibility 
of bringing about surrender without a major landing on JAPAN proper. 
There is a loint about the Japanese reaction to a landing on the 
sacred soil of JAPAN. Also there is the uestion of our ability to 
get S? TDCPy C-VYAH ION against JAPAN proper soon enough so that 
our present pressure will be maintained without let-up. Para The 
other school of thought believes in driving straight into JAPAN 
proper as soon as the forces can be mounted from the PHILIPPINES and 
land-based air established in the HYUKYUS. This school of thought 
considers that JAP air and sea 5cwer will be weakened sufficiently 
by the end of this year to -ermit invasion. Our Naval operations, 
plus air operation from the RYUICYUS, plus the limited capabilities 
of JAP shipping and insland transport, will prevent material rein¬ 
force. :.ent of JA. .AN. RUSSIA'S entry into the war would be a pre¬ 
requisite to a ...anding in the Japanese homeland in December. The 
B-29's and carrier strikes will lave devastated large areas (4 groups 
missing) ened the Jap homeland. As to landing operations involving 
high casualties, experience in the PHILIPPINES and' even in OKINAPA 
shows that wherever the US lias been able to employ all the sup orting 
arms and services on a battlefield, suitable for . maneuver either on 
land or amphibiously, the Jar; has been defeated ..ith acceptable losses. 
On the other hand, a series of island and limited objective operations 
results in high 3.osses per unit engaged, may result in commitment of 
large numbers of troops, and does not assure the early termination 
of the war. Furthermore, t lie re is alvrays the chance of being sucked 
into the commitment of large forces in a non-decisive operation, such 
as on the coast of CHINA. As to weather, any month is suitable, 
although winter months ire less desirable for sea operations and more 
desirable for air and ground operation. 1 ara In summary, 1 school 
of thought places emphasis on the 1st paragraph of the over-all objec¬ 
tive in Appendix B of CCS 776/3 and questions the need for invading 
JAPAN; whereas the other school of thought considers that by the end 
of the year the 1st art of the over—all objective will be adequately 
acco; .plished and an immediate invasion is the quickest and cheapest 
way to assure the end of the war. 'ara ill you let me have your 
thoughts on this problem for use within the next few days irj possible 
discussions. 


321 1 














fy l & &l — 


AESHALL Info. CINCPOA AD? HQ. 


Handle as I limit z only 

fj 2-0 

To? decret . C lip'A.2.. 1* Analysis of strategy in western acific 
indicates that there are three eneral courses of action open to us: 
Course 1. Encircle JAAi" by further expansion to the westward, 
de xLoyin : axii.iura air forces preparatory to attacks on KYUSHU and 
HONSHU in succession or directly against HONSHU. Course 2. incircle 
JA?AN by further expansion to the westward with a view to its com¬ 


plete isolation and endeavor to bomb JAPAN into submission without 
effecting landings in homeland. Course 3* Attack KYUSHU and 
install air forces to cover a decisive assault, on HONSHU. 2. Course 
would provide greater air power for final assault and would attain 
a high degree of neutralization prior to attach; would isolate the 
Japanese islands from access to outside reinforcement or resources; 
might permit the bypassing of ICYUSHU and a direct attack on HONSHU. 

It would deploy our resources off the min axis of advance; would not 
increase short range air coverage of vital areas of the Japanese , 
islands; would require a large 'art of the available sources in the 
Pacific; would prevent an attack on the rain Japanese islands until 
after redenloynent from EUROPI; mirht commit IT United Stated to 
heavy involvement on the ainland of CHINA; unless KYUdHU can be 
bypassed, might require a postponement of the HONSHU operation 
until 1947; involves a definite loss of time by inserting compre¬ 
hensive operations prior to delivery of the main attack; would 
result in great loss of life. 3* Course 2 if successful would 
betivck minimum cost of life but would prolong the war indefinitely; 


’would fail to utilize our resources for amphibious offensive movement; 
assumes success of air power alone to conquer a people in spite of 
its demonstrated failure in EUROPE, where GUI ANY was subjected to 
more intensive bombardment than can be brought to bear against JAPAN, 
and where all the available resources in ground troops of the UNITED 


\ 


1 


STATES, the United Kingdom and RUSSIA had to be committed in.order 
to force a decision. 4. Course 3 would attain neutralization by 
establishing air power at the closes practicable distance fro., the final 
objective in the Japanese Islands; would permit application of full 
power of our combined resources, ground, naval and air, on the 
decisive objective; would place our forces in the most favorable 
location for the final assault; would deliver an attack against an 
area which probably ’..ill be more lightly defended this year than next; 
would continue the offensive methods which have proven so successful 
in Pacific campaigns; would place maximum pressure of our combined 
forces upon the enemy, which wight well force his surrender.earlier 
anticipated, and would place us in the most favorable position for 
deliveiy of the decisive assault early in 1946. Our attac. would 
have to be launched with a lesser degree of neutralization and with a 
shorter period of time for preparation. 5. Analysis of the advan¬ 
tages and disadvantages of the possible courses of action clearly 
indicates that course 3 is the preferable plan. It should be 
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Handle as Ilimits only 

adopted unless: A. It is considered that we have insufficient air 
power to su isort the operation, or B. The resources in the Pacific 
are insufficient or cannot be gathered in tine for its launching 
this year and therefore another course of action should be pursued 
in the interim in order to maintain unrelenting pressure upon the 
enemy, accepting the delays incident to the conduct of such operations 
concurrently with concentration for the main attack. 6 . I am of 
the opinion that the ground, naval, air and logistic resources in 
the Pacific are adequate to carry out course 3« The Japanese fleet 
has been reduced to practical impotency. The Japanese air force 
has been reduced to a line of action which involves uncoordinated, 
suicidal attacks against our forces, employing all types of planes, 
including trainers. IG HUJ (1 GiOU OUT) C^N is heavy" and its power 
for sustained action is diminishing rapidly. These conditions 
_vd.ll be accentuated after the establishment of' our air forces in 
the RYUKIUS. 'with the increasein the tempo of VLR attacks the enemy's 
ability to provide replacement/planes will diminish, and the Japanese 
potentiality will decline at an increasing rate. It is believed that 
the development of air bases in the RYUKYUS will, in conjunction 
with carrier based planes, give us sufficient sir power to su port 
landing on KYUSHU and that the establishment of our air forces there 
will ensure complete air supremacy over HONSHU. Logistic considera¬ 
tions present the most difficult problem. Provision of necessary 
service troops to activate and operate bases and at the same time 
to provide a service garrison for KYUbHU requires prompt supply 
of transportation for concentration and a ruthless combing out of 
rear areas. With 1 exception it is believed that with a vigorous 
poolin of our .Irmy and Navy interests throughout the Pacific the 
necessary service troops can be found to perform the minimum required 
functions by the exception of hospital beds. It is esti ated that 
1 some 36,000 additional beds not nov.- available in the Pacific will be 
required; not all of them, however, prior to D Day. Vigorous 
displacement of land based air into the RYUKYUd will be necessary and 
potential airfield sites are believed to be available. Concentration 
of engineer effort with the corresponding reduction of projects in 
rear areas will be essential. By pooling resources of Army and Navy 
it is believed that engineer effort can be obtained. 7. From the 
standpoint of weather it appears that i'ove. ber would be the best month 
to initiate the operation. 3. Initial studies liave been based on 
an attack to be launched on 1st December, but It is believed that this 
date might be moved forward to 1st November, providing: 1. That every 
non-essential be eliminated. 2. That this headquarters exercise a 
high degree of control over Army resources in the Pacific. 3* That the 
Navy assist materially in movin forward service troops, equipment and 
supplies fro . 1 MEN GUINEA and SoPac bases. A. That the ar Department 
allocate additional shir-on-- immediately to assist in the movement for¬ 
ward of supplies, and provide sufficient shipping for direct resupply 
to KYUSHU. 9. If this campaign is to be initiated during 1945 and par¬ 
ticularly if we are to take advantage of the most favorable weather in 
November, it is essential that the decision be made promptly in order 
that logistic flans may be perfected and procure: ent initiated in the 
United States. o 9 i 
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21 2240 COIUNCH Zi Giro to CHIC AC JV HO;. 

Top Secret . K iw to Amitz. '..’ith reference to igy 112045 
CinCS.;?A C—lii442 of 20 April and Y.'ar Dept. <Var 67098 of 12 April 
have been passed to you. Desire your comments and recommendations 
on matter as presented in General ’ arshall*s message in light of 
General Llacarthur 1 s comment as soon as you can give a considered 
opinion. Take your reply info to Tacarthur. 





22 0129 JOINT CHIEFS OF STAFF to ILACARTHUR Info HTTETZ 

a 0 - --ocret. .AHX 71543 .limitz only » Fara A. Base development 
in the HII,I II! k should proceed under the following assumptions 
and conceit which are revisions of those contained in Sections II 
and HI inclusive of base development nlan submitted to the ar 
Department by CinCSWPA. A copy of the' Joint Chiefs of Staff study 
explaining these revisions is being forwarded to CinCS.JPA and CinCPOA. 
Fara II. Assumptions: Fara 2. Own Troops. 

Para A. That it is necessary to give consideration to the probable 
exnansion of base facilities to provide logistic sup :ort for the large 
scale redeployment of forces prior to and during the initiation of 
large scale operations against JA AN. 

Para B. That the bulk of United States Army forces in the Pacific 
will be concentrated in the PHILIPPINES. 

Fara C. That the RYUKYU and BOND! ISLANDS will be occupied or 
neutralized by friendly forces. 

Para D. That minimum garrison forces will hold the S0L0M0NS-NE7 
GUINEA Area; and that exce yt in MANUS no United States Forces will 
be used in this area. 


Fara E. ouch operations as are conducted in BORNEO and the 
NETH INLANDS EAST I DIES will employ Australian troops, utilizing 
bases in NET GUDTEA and AUSTIiALIA. 

■ ejc*a F. That United States Forces ..all seize, occupy and consolidate 
the FHILIFFDIES. / < . 



» 



Para G. That the stagin.; end garrisoning of United States Forces in 
the acific will folia;: generally a pattern similar to that indicated 
in the study being forwarded (Appendix "B" of JCS 1258/1) . 

Para H. That forces conducting operations in the VISAYAN SEA 
islands vail be based on LEYTE. 

Para I. That any XHNEO-NLTHE HANDS EAST INDIES operations will be 
logistically su > :orted so far as practicable from bases other than 
the ! HILIFPDJES. 


/ 
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22 0129 JCIirr Cllligs OF STAFF to -iACARTHUR Info TITZ (Continued). 

Para J. That the bull-: of the United States Air Forces mllocated 
to SVT-’A will be de Toyed initially in North LUZON mnd the Central 
Luzon Plains. 

Para K. That 4 United States Vary Heavy Bor.iber (VH3) Air Groups 
of the 20th Air Force will be deployed in the Central Luzon Plains 
area by the end of November 1945, building up to 12 in February 1946. 

Para L. That upon the cessation of hostilities in EUROPE some 
aircraft and combat crews and some ground echelons of redeployed 
air* groups will be staged in the PHILIP INFS. 

Para M. That Naval installations for the support of the 7th Fleet, 
and l-3rd of the rest of the Pacific Fleet is the initial target 
for Naval developments in the PHILIPPINES. 

Para N. That facilities for the simultaneous mounting of 11 assault 
divisions of 20-2000 mounting strength by February 1946 vdll be the 
maximum demand for future large scale operations. 

Para 0. That only the minimum civilian utilities and industries 
essential to the immediate prosecution of the war will be rehabili¬ 
tated by the mili tary forces. 

Para P. That components of the Armed Forces of the PHILI.' PENH 
CO! IMONvHEALTH '.ill be garrisoned and trained in ante-bellum facilities 
not initially used by United States Forces, facilities constructed 
for the United States Forces and subsequently vacated, or constructed 
in priorities junior to the essential needs of the United States 
Forces. 







Para Q. That the United States bases in the South Pacific Area, 
AUSTRALIA, S0L0F0NS and NEW GUINEA, except JUS, rill be liquidated 
as soon as the hostile situation, service effort, and shipping 
means vill permit. 

Para R. That to provide for necessary possible expansion,facilities 
vdll be planned to permit expansion without interference in opera¬ 
tions of the initial installations. 

Para S. That PHILI THE imports will be the minimum required to 
prevent N5YFZTJIPUJSPTGSST. and those required to exploit fully 
local resources which vdll effectively contribute to the war effort. 
Ary additional 1..ports '. ill be in a priority below requirements for 
the prosecution of the war against JAPAN. 

Para T. That the maximum direct shipments from the UNITED STATES 
to the objective areas of combat operations mill be employed in 
support of operations. 
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22 0129 JOINT CHIEFS OF STAFF TO MACARTHUR INFO NTMTTZ (CONT’D) 

PARA HI. Concept: Para 1. The concept envisages establishments in the 
PHILIPPINES TO: 

PARA A. When basic future opera ions of the main effort against JAPAN. 

PARA B. Support future operations to complete the liberation of the 
PHILIPPINES, including subsequent provisions for the necessary garrisons 
therein. 



PARA C. Receive, stage and garrison a total of 20-2 (22?) U. S. divisions 
plus supporting troops and replacements by November 1945. Detailed opera¬ 
tional plans must progress before a firm determination can be made of the 
exact requirements. 

PARA D. Provide facilities for the reception and operation of 20-8 U.S. 
air groups of approximate strength of 140-9000. This is exclusive of 12 
VHB groups of the 20th AF (strength 60,000). 

PARA E. Provide facilities for total U.S. forces in the PHILIPPINES, as 
indicated in subparagraph C and D, above, exclusive of Navy subject to such 
modifications as may be indicated as detailed theater planning progresses. 

PARA F. Provide port receiving, transshipping and clearance capacity 
with fixed harbor installations and lighterage to handle required tonnages. 

PARA G. Provide naval base facilities for the support of the 7th Fleet 
and l-3rd of the rest of the Pacific Fleet. 



. • 


Para B. The planning basis set forth above is subject to changes which 
may be indicated by development of detailed plans for future operations. 

28 0235 CINCPOA ADV TO COMINCH INFO CINCSWPA C0M3RDFLT C0M5THFLT CCM7THFLT . 

NBtITZ to KING. MACARTHUR. HALSEY. SPRUANCE. and KINKAID only . 

Para 1. My views on the subjects covered by WAR 67098 of 12 April and 
CINCSWPA C 14 4 42 of 20 April not to all are as follows. 

Para 2. Until we are able to invade JAPAN with assurance of success 
we should continue to encircle and isolate by occupying positions which 
will cut off JAPAN from CHINA and KOREA and from which bombing of JAPAN 
can be intensified. Movement to the CHINA Coast w in have the additional 
effect of ensuring RUSSIA’S entry into the war. Movement to positions 
which control the KOREA STRAIT will have the additional effect of opening 
an all season sea route to RUSSIA. 

Para 3* However I am in agreement with the invasion of KYUSHU at the 
earliest date as the way to achieve decisive victory if the requisite con¬ 
ditions are met on which my comments follow: 

(A) Control of the 3ea. This has been virtually accomplished by the 

destruction of the greater part of the Japanese Fleet. 


- Continued - 
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23 0235 CINCPOA TO CCMINCH INFO CIHCSWPA. C0M3RDFLT. CQM5THFLT. C0M7THFLT . (CONT'D) 

(B) Control of the air* The fleet and the shore based air forces 
are rapidly destroying the enemy air force in being and 20th AF is ef¬ 
fectually destroying the enemy ability to replace his losses* The mass 
suicide tactics are damaging many ships but we can better afford our 
ship losses and damge than the enemy can afford his air losses* By 
concentrating resources on the development of OKINAWA as a naval and 
air base we can improve our naval and air position and accelerate the 
deterioration of the enemy air force* 

(C) Combat troops* This is primarily sin Army question. An amphibi¬ 
ous Corps of 3 Marine Divisions can be ready, 

(D) Shipping, This is the most critical problem. We should not 
commence an invasion of JAPAN without adequate reserves of personnel 
and supplies in the PHILIPPINES MARIANAS and RYUKYUS. If these reserves 
are to be available procurement and movement must be commenced without 
delay* The shipping new and prospectively available in the Pacific 
must be increased rapidly. Control should be entrusted to an agency 

in the Pacific, 


(E) Logistic organization. Readiness for invasion this Fall will 
necessitate making full use of existing logistic organizations and pro¬ 
cedures. Drastic reorganizations will consume time which cannot be 
spared, 

^ (F) Supplies. I assume that the Navy Department can furnish all 

the naval supplies needed including winter clothing for sailors and 
Marines* 


■ /m/ 

w 


(G) Weather, The risk of typhoons has been accepted in other opera¬ 
tions and is not controlling, Hcwever the assault must take place early 
enough to leave time for unloading troops and supplies over the beaches 
before the heavy winter surf commences, November 1st is the last tar¬ 
get date recommended, 

(H) Intervening operations. At least 1 position should be taken be¬ 
tween OKINAWA and KYUSHU. KIKAI JIMA (ICEBERG HI D) is the best. At¬ 
tacks on JAPAN by the Fleet and shore based air forces and the sea and 
air blockade should be intensified through the summer, 

Para 4* Maximum acceleration of developments in the RYUKYUS requires 
that additional Army air forces be made available together with construction 
and service troops to support them. If decision is made to invade KYUSHU 
this Fall it would appear advisable to replace VLR wings planned for the 
RYUKYUS with types better adapted for attack on enemy air forces and air 
installations and for close support of troops. 

Para 5, I have designated the principal naval commanders for the naval 
and amohibious phases of OLYMPIC and have earmarked an amphibious corps. 

The MIYAKO Operation has been deferred in the interest of rapid development 
of OKINAWA. Assault shipping is being made available to CINCSYPA as rapidly 
as revision of plans permits. 


- Continued — 
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Para 6. In my opinion the feasibility of 0LIL1PIC in 1945 depends on 
the prompt provision of adequate shipping and adequate Anny supplies and 
services. The Fleet including the Fleet Marine Force can be ready. 

P^^a 7• If O LYMP IC cannot be done this year I recommend occupation 
of the CHUSAN ARCHIPELAGO followed hy operations to control the KOREA 
STRAIT. Any important diversion of resources to open a sea route and sup- 
ply RUSSIA this summer may prevent OLYMPIC this Fall even though effected 
under the mi nimu m concept of escorting through the KURILES. The shipping 
itself will be an important diversion of resources and may make the dif¬ 
ference between readiness this Fall and postponement. 

Para 8. Wherever our best troops have met the Japanese Army on the 
defensive in prepared defensive positions it has been a competent fighting 
force. Our previous successes against ill fed and poorly supplied units 
cut off by our overpowering naval and air action should not be used as the 
sole basis for estimating the type of resistance we will meet in the Japa¬ 
nese homeland where the enemy lines of communication will be short and 
enemy supplies more adequate. However I am confident of the ability of 
our soldiers and Marines eventually to defeat the Japanese Amy anywhere. 



29 0147 CINCPOA ADV TO COMGBNFMFPAC INFO COMINCH. CINCSWPA.MARCORPS. CINCPOA PEARL . 

NIMITZ TO SMITH. INFO KING. VANDEGRIPT. MACARTHUR. TOWERS . Please 
conduct the rehabilitation training and equipment of the 5th Amphibious 
Corps in such a manner as to have it ready for operation LONGTOM with a 
target date of 20 August or operation OLYMPIC with a target date anytime 
after 1 October. Your attention is invited to the necessity for clothing 
and equipment suitable to the climatic conditions involved. 

30 0233 OINCPOA ADV TO CINCSWPA INFO COMF1 FTHFTJ^T. 


For the eyes of General HacArthur and Admiral Spruance only . 

I am concerned over the penetration of aircraft of Kenney's force into the 
ccmbat area in the RYUKYUS and in the vicinity of KYUSHU. 1 incident has 
taken place in which British carrier aircraft exchanged gunfire with a 
Southwest Pacific search plane near SAKISHIMA Group. My 260746 is designed 
to Drevent recurrence of this difficulty. Para. 

My 281415 to which no reply has been received concerns 5th Air Force 
operations as far north as KYUSHU. General Muleahey reports that Marine 
fighters from OKINAWA avoided shooting down a SWPA Liberator only by with¬ 
holding fire at the last minute. 5th Air Force 291705 just received reports 
a contact at 31-20 north 131-20 east. Para. 

I am desirous of seeing used against JAPAN every available element 
of force but in the present strategic situation I must request that available 
SWPA air effort concentrate on FORMOSA and that the line proposed by my 
260746 also be the limit for all air operations unless special arrangements 
are previously made by Cinepoa. As we converge on JAPAN and the sea and 
air forces operating in a progressively smaller area continue to increase, 
positive and effective coordination will become increasingly necessary. 

W 
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30 1202 MCARTHUR TO MBGTZ INFO COMFIFTHFLEET . 

MAC ARTHUR TO NTMJTZ AND SPRUANCE # CX 15205# Reference your 300233* Tour 
260746 was received garbled and service was completed only today# In¬ 
structions have been issued to curtail reconnaissance Southwest Pacific 
Area as suggested# 5th Air Force operations in the vicinity of KYUSHU, 
your 283415 and 5th Air Force 291705, are under investigation# In the 
meantime, instruction have been issued to Allied Air Forces to restrict 
operations of their planes northeast of FORMOSA, as requested by you, ex¬ 
cept shipping strikes in YANGTZE RIVER VALLEY, see our CX 12998, which had 
been cleared with CHINA Theater, 1st investigation of 5th Air Force report 
291705 indicated that the position reported as 31-20 N 131-20 E, may have 
been 31-20 N 121-20 E instead. 


01 1005 WEDEMEYER TO MARSHALL FOR JOINT CHIEFS OF STAFF INFO NBilTZ. MAC ARTHUR . 
WEART. SULTAN. 






NIMITZ ONLY . CFBX 36605# Enemy situation in CHINA Theater present indi¬ 
cations are that Japanese are determined to broaden corridor r unning generalr- 
ly south from HANKCW to FRENCH INDO-CHINA. Advance in YELLOW RIVER Area 
is probably designed to deny airfields from which our planes have been 
operating effectively against enemy lines of communications and installa*- 
tions. Advance west of PA0CH3NG is for purpose of capturing CHIHKIANG; 
again to deny us effective airfield# If our coutnei—measures are not ef¬ 
fective in this area enemy may push on to KWEIYANG, an important focal 
point of communications leading toward CHUNGKING or KUNMING# Para. 

My comment: While denying complete liberty of action to the Japanese, 
we are preparing for RASHNESS (Offensive operations to be undertaken by 
China Theater during 1945) Plan# Analysis of campaign in CHINA the past 4 •' 
years indicates that both Chinese and American efforts have been dissipated 
over vast areas and throughout unwiildly ineffective large number of Chinese 
divisions# We are attempting to restrict enemy advances with minimum 
forces, air and ground, and concurrently to concentrate American equipment 
and training on selected small number of Chinese divisions* I have pointed 
out danger of dispersal of effort to the Generalissimo and the Minister 
of War# They fully recognize and are cooperating in program that envisages 
drastic and early reduction of the number of divisions# At present there 
are 327 Chinese divisions and an attempt by this impoverished country to 
maintain a modicum of strength both in personnel and equipment in so large 
a number of units has resulted in deplorably ineffective ground forces# 
Implementation of my proposal to cannibalize and to deactivate many div¬ 
isions is difficult. Numerous influential warlords and officers will be 
out of jobs# I am urging Generalissimo to use best personnel of deactivated 
divisions as replacements in those we have selected for build up to CAI 
standard# Also I recommended that additional personnel be made available 
by deactivation be organized into labor battalions for work on road main¬ 
tenance and in the fields. All of these ideas have been accepted and are 
in process, however, execution is discouragingly slew and laborious, Para# 

We are moving the new 6th Army frem the CHANYI area to vicinity of 
CHIHKIANG (should be completed by May 10th) in order to stop Japanese ad¬ 
vance on KWEXYANG, Such movement entails air lift which in turn impinges 
strongly on hump tonnage, thus delaying scheduled preparations for RASHNESS# 
We are resorting to every expedient in order to minimize air lift required 
for this movement# At present our air force is greatly restricted in 
operations as result of tonnage allocations made necessary by this move# 


- Continued - 
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/—*\ 01 1005 WEDBIEYER TO MARSHALL FOR JCS ETC. - CONTINUED . 



Para# MacArthur’s air force is operating effectively along the 
coast of CHINA and FRENCH INDO CHINA# I am stucfying possibilities 
UJZON air force striking interior targets in CHINA in the hope that we 
might further alleviate our current local situation. While I strongly 
deplore diversions from Pacific forces that might militate against overall 
strategic olans against the Jap citadel, there may be resources air, naval 
and/or ground available at this time in Pacific that could be effectively 
employed along coast of CHINA# It is ny conviction that such employment 
would contribute to our overall position against the enemy much more strongly 
than would operations against objectives south of the PHILIPPINES. There 
may be resources available to secure a lodgement on the East Coast of CHINA 
and establish air bases with sea communications. From such bases enemy 
lines of communication within CHINA and between Japanese oocupied areas 
and the Jaoanese Archipelago could be increasingly and more effectively 
severed# Favorable conditions for assault on Japanese homeland would be 
created and concurrently our policy of implementing CHINA in the war effort 
would be accomplished# Para# 



I have tried to be objective and to avoid placing disproportionate 
amount of importance relative to CHINA Theater role in assessing advantages 
and disadvantages of allied lodgement on CHINA Coast# I do not have infor¬ 
mation relative to availability of resources or the timing and other details 
of projected pacific operations, however, it may be well within time sched¬ 
ule or resource availability to assist CHINA the next few critical months# 

In your considerations pertaining to CHINA I offer the following observa¬ 
tions. The enemy has accumulated forces in northern FRENCH INDO CHINA# 

These forces are composed of personnel evacuated from BURMA and the NETHERLANI 
EAST INDIES. Such evacuees probably have onl y limited equipment# However, 
it is reported that the enemy has stockpiles of equipment in HANOI and 
HAIPHONG# The Japanese High Command has probably written off these units, 
however, they might be profitably employed in a drive north from FRENCH 
INDO CHINA against KUNMING, the loss or neutralization of which would to 
all intents and purposes put CHINA out of the war, at a time when we might 
reasonably expect to realize dividends from tremendous effort to support 
CHINA. This remains an enemy capability, howevdr, I am not immediately 
concerned for I believe we can cope successfully with such enemy move. Para# 


When in Washington I did not urge operations to gain lodgement on CHINA 
Coast because I recognized such operations would entail diversion from 
operationally and strategically sound Pacific advance against the heart of 
the eneny. The establishment of a lodgement on the coast would of course 
electrify the Chinese and cause them to redouble their efforts to gain land 
contact and thus open communications. Also inflation remains rampant* Our 
present land and air communications do not permit introduction of materials 
in quantities sufficient to alleviate the situation# Until sea communica¬ 
tions are established and textiles as well as war materials flew into this 
country in quantity there will be delicate balance maintained between 
dangerous inflationary conditions and a limited war effort# 


/ 


322P 















ggggg ^ ^ 

NIMITZ ONLY 

I.I.iY (GCT) 

01 2140 CCMINCH & CNO TO CINCPAC/CINCPOA ADV HQ INFO COMNORPAC . 

Joint Chiefs of Staff desire your views at an early date on the most 
desirable and practical course of action to secure a northern line of com¬ 
munications by sea to Eastern SIBERIA. Desired particularly is comment 
on practicability of maintaining a convoy route without occupying positions 
in KAMCHATKA or the KURIIES. 

Para 2. As there may be a possible requirement for an operation in 
KAMCHATKA or the KURILES to open and maintain a sea route to Eastern SIBERIA 
in 1945* it is desirable that plans be completed at an early date. 

Para 3* The foregoing does not take into account the possibilities of 
a southern route via TSUSHIMA STRAITS and the SEA OF JAPAN which will be 
treated as a separate subject* 

02 1702 CDICPAC ADV TO COMINCH . 

If not already in your hands suggest you obtain copy of Wedemeyer’s 
011005 to Marshall for JCS. Also his 301150 to MacArthur info Marshall* 

04 1922 COMINCH TO CINCFOA ADV HQ . 

"Without occupying positions in KAMCHATKA" your 030017 does not bar use 
of RETRO PAVIA) VSK as an advanced anchorage. 

05 0015 COMNORPAC TO CINCPAC ADV 

Refer your 032117* Believe northern lines of conmunication by SIA to 
Western SIBERIA can be maintained with fair degree of security without 
occupying positions in KURILES or KAMCHATKA Such a line can only be 
maintained from Mid-June thru November. Assuming Soviets provide port 
facilities for unloading and make expeditious turn around it is considered 
the following U S forces will be required to Drotect convoys: 

(A) A minimum of 4 CVEs with destroyers for escorts. 

(B) Destroyers in sufficient numbers to escort convoys. Number DDs 
will depend on size and frequency convoy sailings. DEs not recommended 
in view AIS menace. 

(C) Additional logistic shipping and base facilities such as repair 
ship and replacement squadrons with CASU must be supplied for forces as— 
signed. 

(D) Increase TF 90 by 1 group heavy bombers in order to neutralize 
KURILE bases. Para. 

In view of my lack of information on various important factors bearing 
on this plan I recommend an officer my staff proceed PEARL for conference. 
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05 1249 CINCPOA ADV TO COM5THFLT . 

NIMITZ TO SFRUANCE ONLY X Your 041159 in response to my 040144 reveals 
an unsatisfactory situation and inadequate compliance ray 130229 161245 
and 170557* It may indicate an inadequate appreciation by ComGen 10 of 
the necessity for using construction troops in mann er which will most 
quickly release for offensive employment the carriers and also the 20th 
Air Force. If this is the case take corrective action. 

05 1250 C0?.t7THFLT TO CINCPAC ADV . 

FOR FLEET ADMIRAL NIMITZ ONLY . Your 040243* Concur with your proposal* 

In addition I should control shorebased Navy or Marine fighter group to 
provide local fighter cover and to cover convoys. Present plan to arrive 
GUAM 1400 Tuesday 8 May enroute WASHINGTON. Depart GUAM early Wednesday* 

04 0243 CINCPAC ADV TO C0M7THFLT . 

NIMITZ TO KINKAID . Connection pur conversation as to your part in OLYMPIC 

and CORONET desire your views on proposal that you command naval forces 
based in JAPAN and naval shore activities located there. This would in ef¬ 
fect continue your present relations with CINCAFPAC but I would expect 
you to exercise operational control over naval search and patrol planes 
based in JAPAN the alternative being to retain them under 3rd or 5th Fleet. 
In this connection I intend to secure the transfer of control of Air7thFlt 
to to you or to Kauffman if at all possible during discussions of giving 
Army operational control of Army Air Forces in KYUKYUS. I envisage your 
status in JAPAN in connection with transports, escorts, et cetera as being 
si mi l ar to that of H. B. Wilson at Brest in 1918* I would expect Kauffman 
to continue in present capacity but with increased scope when you move for¬ 
ward. This has not been discussed with Cominch* Will discuss with you 
whenever you cane to GUAM next but desire your views by dispatch. 

02 22117 JCS to MAC ARTHUR. WEDELGYER. SULTAN. NIMITZ . 

03 0240 RDO WASHINGTON TO NTMTTZ . 

"Number WZ WARX 76206 (0222117). Stories on atrocities may be released 
in theaters in accordance with following policy. 

1. Theater may clear atrocity stories submitted for censorship within 
existing security requirements. 

2. Theater Commanders myy make such official releases on atrocities as 
they deem desirable, 

3. In those cases where it is intended to request that an official pro¬ 
test be made by the U. S* Government protest must be made prior to an of¬ 
ficial release concerning the atrocity". 

03 0117 CINCPOA ADV TO C0?£ENCH . 

NIMITZ TO KING . To facilitate progress on additional KEELBLOCKS Plan under 
directive your 012140 request decision as to whether 'Without occupying 
positions in KAMCHATKA" bars use of FETR0PAVL0VSK as an advanced anchorage. 
KEELBLOCKS HI practically completed with general concept of occupation of 
KAMCHATKA and escorting through KURILES. 
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03 0219 CINCPOA ADV TO C0M5THFLT . 

NIMITZ TO £ PRUANCE EYES ONLY . Vfy serial 000147 of 21 November 1944 requires 
Buckner become responsible direct to you when amphibious phase is completed. 
Activation of adequate shore based air is possibly a prerequisite to his 
assuming responsibility for "Defense". It is obvious that delay in formal 
release of Buckner from Turner’s command will be cited in connection OLYMPIC 
planning and his release should not be deferred any longer than necessary. 

If Buckner does not feel ready to assume responsibility for defense and 
development that fact should be made a matter of record. I intend to take 
action accordance para 5 prior to your turn over to Halsey after which as 
CTF 99 Buckner will be responsible tpfue as is Hoover. 

04 1308 MACARTHUR TO CHIEF OP STAFF ARMY INFO COMAF 20. CINCPOA ADY . 

CX 15479. Reference sub-para 2K of Assumptions, WX 7154®, 22nd, in 
which the basic assumption is "That 4 U.S. very heavy bomber (VHB) Air 
Groups of the 20th AF will be deployed in the Central LUZON Plains Area 
by the end of November 1945, building up to 12 in February 1946". Present 
information available indicates that this plan has not been definitely 
approved by the Joint Chiefs of Staff. Paucity of engineer effort avail¬ 
able for the accomplishment of existing missions in the PHILIPPINES makes 
it highly desirable that available resources be not diverted to preparation 
of facilities for VHB units until the requirement is definite. Further 
information relative to the probability of the deployment of 4 groups by 
November and 12 Groups by February will be helpful in the arrangement of 
the program of use of our engineer resources. 

05 0549 MACAKTHUR TO NIMITZ . 

Personal for Admiral Nimitz from General MacArthur . C 15505. In view 
of your old intimacy with the PHILIPPINES it would probably be of great 
interest to you to see at first hand their present situation. 

It is needless for me to tell you how warm would be your welcome 
from all ranks here if your operational duties ever permit you to get 
away. 

06 0822 CINCPAC ADV TO COMINCH . 

NIMITZ TO KING . CINCBPF has made inquiry as to the possible availability 
of a 2nd airstrip at MANUS for a 2nd MONAB in connection with expansion 
of his force to 2 carrier task groups. Before asking CINCSWPA for a 2nd 
strip which would have to be one released by the Army I would like to 
have your estimate as to future employment of British Fleet forces. If 
they are to be used to Southwest of BRUNEI BAY the 2nd MONAB would be 
better placed at BRUNEI BAY. 

06 1125 C0M5THFLT TO CINCPAC ADV . 

SPRUANCB TO NIMITZ . Your 051249. Investigation ashore yesterday does 
indicate unsatisfactory conditions exist. See ny 060129 which was sent as 
a matter of record and to confirm what I said in person. Trouble seems to 
have been that IsCom OKINAWA has insisted on strict compliance with letter 
of base development plans and has been more concerned with trying to get 
fields ready on time for Army heavy bombardment aircraft than with needs 
of current tactical situation. Have heard rumors of this attitude before but 
yesterday was 1st time I have been able to bring it out in the open. Believe 
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06 1125 C0M5THFLT TO CINCPAC ADV . (CONT’D) 

base development plans should have a foreword to the effect that they are 
a guide made under conditions of inadequate and inaccurate knowledge of 
terrain and of no knowledge as to how the tactical situation will develop 
during capture. That they should be modified as necessary best to meet 
s of tactical situation and to attain results indicated in 

the plans. 

06 UU2 C0H5THFLT TO CINCPAC ADV HO . 

SPRUANCE TO NIHITZ. 


Spent yesterday ashore seeing Buckner Hodge DelValle Bruce Ready 
Arnold Mulcahy Wal la ce. Your 030219. Buckner and Hodge were loath to 
make any prediction as to when end of organized resistance would ccme 
but when pressed said they honed for it toward end of May. Both DelValle 
and Bruce emphasized very tough character of fighting in which their 
divisions are now engaged. I do not believe accurate prediction possible 
at oresent. Until end of organized resistance continuance of amphibious 
phase with its gunfire and air support appears essential. Even after all 
troop air support can come from local fields protection from Jap air at¬ 
tacks given our ships by CAP must remain function of Amphibious Commander. 
Believe only end of organized resistance will cause eneny to cease his 
large scale air attacks including suicide planes which are major threat 
to our ships. At that time witlj elimination of gunfire support ships from 
area and with establishment of outlying radar and fighter director units 
Area Commander should be able to assume full responsibility under you for 
defense and development. See Turner*s 050325 for arrangements in hand 
to turn over to Buckner*s subordinates certain functions now exercised 
by Amphibious Force. Our troops ashore have much hard fighting ahead. 

I feel that our fleet must continue with its support until the job is 
done. 

08 0506 C0M5THPLT TO CINCPAC ADV. (SFRUANCE TO NE.IITZ) 

Your 042305. Recommend Buckner be not designated for L0NGT0M. 

Consider ICEBERG is too important and will last too long to warrant 
his leaving here in time to plan L0NGT0M. As Troop Commander for 
latter suggest first Geiger, second Harry Schmidt. This on assumption 
Holland Smith not available. Have just discussed command for L0NGT0M 
with Wilkinson whose ideas coincide with mine. Early designation of Area, 
Naval Base and other subordinate commanders very desirable. For L0NGT0M 
our Troop Commander must be man who will move rapidly to seize area on 
mainland within perimeter selected before enemy has time to build up 
strength against us. 

07 0607 CINCPAC ADV TO CINCAFPAC . (NUUTZ TO MAC ARTHUR) . 

The gracious invitation of your C 15505 is greatly appreciated and I will 
hope to take advantage of it at some future time. Para. 

By about 15 May I will have a tentative draft of my plan for the naval 
and amphibious phases of OLYMPIC and wish to confer with you about it since 
it must interlock with your plans. I would be delighted to have you visit 
GUAM at that time with such members of your staff as you desire but if you 
are unable to come I can arrange to come to MANILA for that purpose. 
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08 1119 GHO. SWPA TO CINCPAC ADV (PERSONAL FOR ADMIRAL N'HH~T7A . 

C-15755. Thanks for your cordial invitation. In the absence of President 
Osmena and due to civil affairs demands am unable to leave here at nr©sent. 
Would be delighted if you and staff could come here. Will send you by 
courier officer toward the end of the week a copy of our plan for employe 
ment of Army forces. Signed MacArthur. 

10 0430 JOINT CHIEFS OF STAFF TO MACARTHUR INFO NIMITZ . 

GH WARX 79828. Para. 

Directive to CINCAFPAC (War 62774 3 April 1945 WAR 62773 3 April 1945) 
to make plans and preparations for campaign in JAPAN is reference. Para. 
Following responsibilities have been fixed by Joint Chiefs of Staff. 

A. CINCAFPAC ISNS GKRAM (is charged) with military government of 
JAPAN (including the 4 main islands. About 1,000 offshore islands 
and KARAFUTO and TSUSHIMA ISLANDS but excluding the outlying islands 
as defined in JCS 1231). 

B. Chief of Staff US Army is designated as executive agency for 
Joint Chiefs of Staff on all matters pertaining to military government 
of JAPAN. 

C. Procurement and training of personnel for military government 
of JAPAN are War Dept responsibilities subject to such administrative 
arrangements or operational expediencies as are agreed between the 
services or between the services and other agencies of the US Govern- 
ment. 

D. War Dept is responsible for procurement shipment and distribution 
of supplies necessary to accomplish objectives of the Military Govern¬ 
ment of JAPAN as established by the Joint Chiefs of Staff. 

Foregoing is subject to such administrative arrangements or operational 
expediencies as are agreed between the services or between the services and 
other agencies of the US Government. Para. 

As basis for planning you will be informed separately in near future 
as to current status of JCS plans and preparations for Military Government 
of JAPAN. 

08 2347 MARSHALL TO MACARTHUR INFO D5PC0MAF 20. CINCPOA . 


WARX 79224. Cite your CX 15479, 4 May. Recent incomplete information 
from CINCPOA indicates that possible VHB air base sites are more numerous 
in ICEBERG Area than originally estimated when assumption 2K was included 
by the Joint Chiefs of Staff in WARX 71548. Pending more complete infor¬ 
mation and firm decision of Joint Chiefs of Staff on deployment of remain¬ 
ing scheduled VHB Groups, you are authorized to suspend action on assumption 
2K relating to preparations for VHB units in LUZON and concentrate engineer 
effort on other projects of higher priority. 
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H 0031 MAHSHAIX__TO_j_L ; C/JiTHyR_ 1 _7LCH^DSONj^_^ICHATOSON_RASS^jrO_CT^CPOA_AW* 

VifARX 80205 . p ersonal to v acArthur and Richardson from I'arshall. Richardson 
please pass to Nimitz and send me his comments . 

X wish to send General Stillwell to the Pacific to see if the training 
of our replacements here and in the redeployment training in EUROPE is 
what it should be for the particular employment in view, and to check up 
on the special weapon and technique requirements of Infantry and Artillery 
in operations against the Japanese. Stillwell commands the army ground 
forces and as such is in charge of the training of replacements and all 
combat units, and I wish to send him to EUROPE to bring their training into 
line. To accomplish this purpose he should spend considerable time with 
troops actually in combat in the PHILIPPINES and on OKINAWA. 

Please let me have your approval. Stillwell would leave here between 
the 15 th and 20th of this month. 

11 0746 CINOPAC ADV HO TO CINC BRITISH EAST INDIES FLEET . 

Personal for Admiral Sir A. J. Power, Royal Navy f ro m Fleet Admiral Himitz . 

I wish you all success in eliminating the NACHI Class cruiser and 
destroyer reported as attempting to reach the ANDAMAN ISLANDS on evening 
of 12 May although I had honed to have them as targets in this area. 

11 0630 WEDEMEYER TO CINCPAC ADV INFO HISPOAN MACARTHUR, MS X SSfPA, CHEVES (FOR AGAS) 
CFBX-37168. 7 “ 

1 agent was dispatched last October into FORMOSA. Contacted prisoner of 
war camps at TAIHOKU AN TO , He has returned. Agent brings back proposal 
for escape and evasion work. We are sending 2 agents into FORMOSA, 1 to 
go to HEITO and 1 to TAIHOKU. We are furnishing IIAION and a half Chinese 
money, they will operate junk communications between FOOCHOW, AMOY and 
TAIHOKU. These agents claim they are connected with approximately 15,000 
active guerillas and that the group intends to carry out sabotage, intel¬ 
ligence activities and general 5th column work in addition to escape and 
evasion. We are interested only in escape and evasion. Request your con¬ 
currence in our carrying out this work. If you wish to control all activities 
we will turn over to you the ground work and contacts that we are now estab¬ 
lishing. Funds are authorized only for escape and evasion, but feel that 
once the agents are in FORMOSA we will be unable to Prevent these other 
activities. 

11 1S10 COHINCH AND CNO TO CINCPAC ADV . (KING TO NIMITZ) 

British Chiefs of Staff have been informed that object of operations 
against BORNEO are primarily to secure a naval base at BRUNEI for British 
Pacific Fleet and secondarily to secure sources of oil. British consider 
BRUNEI undesirable from standpoint of distance from main theater of opera¬ 
tions against JAPAN, tardiness of base development and distance from Austra¬ 
lian UN base. Preference was expressed for FHIUPPINE Area base or 
alternatively the continued use of facilities at MANUS. Para. 

British are in process of being informed by JCS that there are no sites 
available in FHIUPPINES, that MANUS is too far from scene of operations 
and that they should reconsider BRUNEI BAY as a base the capture of which 
we regard as a desirable operation regardless of its use. Para. 
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11 1810 KING TO NIUTZ (COHT’D) 



Your 060822. The following is a quotation from a draft memo to British 
"The United States Chiefs of Staff consider that the main theater of naval 
operations against JAPAN extends in the Western Pacific from the KURILES 
to the MALAY BARRIER* Both United States and British naval forces may be 
employed in any part of this area* There will be naval oDerations required 
in the SOUTH CHINA SEA, in support of o aerations in the NETHERLANDS EAST 
INDIES and the MALAY PENINSULA* It is considered that such operations can 
best be supported from an advanced base at BRUNEI BAY. The establishment 
of an advanced base at BRUNET BAY is not intended to preclude the employ¬ 
ment of the British Pacific Fleet in any part of the theater of operations 
or to influence necessarily the localities in which it may be employed. 

The question is rather one of utilizing to the best advantage the base 
facilities which the British Admiralty is providing for the Pacific". Para. 

Do not consider that a 2nd air strip at MANUS should be orovided for 
British Fleet. For your information only assurance in general terns is 
being given British that airfield constructional resources will be supplied 
Australian forces to be left in SWPA supported logistically with resources 
they cannot themselves provide. 


12 0220 CINCPAC ADV TO COMINCH. 






FOR JOINT CHIEFS OF STAFF . The offer of JCS 101844 to make additional 
fighter bomber grouos available for use in OKINAWA is greatly aopreciated. 

The 318th Fighter Group (P-47-N) vd.ll fly to IE SHIMA 1 squadron a day com¬ 
mencing today. The ground echelons of the 413th and 507th Fighter Groups 
(Both P-47N) can not reach OKINAWA until about 20 May and 10 June respect¬ 
ively. These are the earliest dates which were permitted by their readiness 
for departure from Mainland. Marine Corsair Groups available in the Pacific 
Ocean Areas were deployed earlier and have been extremely effective. The 
effectiveness of fighter bombers in close support of troops has been demon¬ 
strated throughout the Central Pacific Campaign and the F6F F4U and P47 
have all been so used with a high degree of success. Very intensive use 
of carrier type aircraft for direct support of troops as well as naval 
gunfire beyond all orecedent has characterized the OKINAWA dnd preceding 
Pacific operations. The P47 was used and proved very effective in the 
capture of SAIPAN and TINIAN. 

Para 2. After P47-N Groups are established in OKINAWA and IE SHIMA it 
is intended to use them for counter air force action against KYUSHU and to 
continue the Marine Fighter Groups ih local air defense as well as the direct 
support of troops for which they are outstandingly well qualified. 

Para 3. It has been necessary recently to divert all the striking newer 
of the fast earlier task forces and also to a limited degree the striking 
power of the 20th Air Force from offensive operations against strategic 
targets to ooerations to cover and support the troops and shins engaged at 
OKINAWA. However, the 20th Air Force has now been released and the carrier 
striking forces will likewise be released as soon as possible, 

Para 4. The rapid development of OKINAWA for the deployment of an air 
force of maximum effectiveness will be discussed with CINCAFPAC within a 
few days. The Dressing need at the oreserrt time is for Army construction 
and service troops to prenare fields and support Array Air Forces. 

Para 5. As Indicated in Para 4 of my 280235 a decision to execute OLYMPIC 
this year may make it desirable temporarily to replace some nart of the VLR 
wings nlanned for OKINAWA by types better adapted for attack on enemy air 
forces and air installations and for close support of trooos. This will 
be discussed with CINCAFPAC. 322 
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12 0220 CINCPAC ADV TO COHINCH. 



Para 6. Request information as to dates when additional Array construc¬ 
tion troops, service troons and P47 Fighter Grouos could be made available 
for deployment in RYUKYUS to supplement ore sent olanned deoloyment of Amy 
air forces or additionally to replace 11th and 494th heavy bomber groups 
or to replace any or all of the 1st 8 very heavy bomber groups. 



0256 CINCPQA ADV TO C0H5THFLT INFO COUINCH . 

Top Secret . Nimitz to Spruance only. Info King only. Ify 030219, 

Prior to or coincident with Turner's relief accoruance your 130406 
desire arrangement paragraph 4 my serial 000147 of 21 Nov. as modified 
by ny 131239 placed in effect. I do not desire to have Buckner placed 
under Hill's command. Support of 10th Army by 5th Fleet will continue. 

16 1355 COHINCH AND CNO TO CINCPQA ADV HQ. 


KING TO NIMITZ. Issuance of directive for OLYMPIC has been under discussion 
for some time. ISy latest proposal to the Amy is as follows "Further to ’.VAR 
62773 and 62774 to CIMCAFPAC and 032140 April and 032141, April to CINCPAC: 
Pursuant to Paragraphs A(6) and B(4) and C of T .7AR 62774 and Navy 03 214 1 April 
the Joint Chiefs of Staff direct the invasion of KYUSHU target date 1 Novem¬ 
ber 1945". CINCP0A ADVANCE fonvard to Admiral Nimitz if communication 
arrangements provide. 

17 0841 CINCPQA ADV TO COMINCH . (NIMITZ TO KING) 





During our conference just completed at MANILA there was general agreement 
as to tactical and strategic concepts and the preliminary draft of ray OLYMHC 
plan will require no important changes in that regard. The principal point 
in which Kac.Arthur's tactical scheme differs from our assumptions is that he 
plans to land an Army Corps at AREAKE VJAN and at MIYAZAKI and lands the 5th 
PhibCorps at KUSHIKINO to drive east to secure the city of KAGOSHIMA. 

Para. The only plan shown us was an incomplete overall campaign plan 
called "DO.7NFALL" which he expected to issue to cover operations of both 
services in both OLYMPIC and CORONET and to which I was to contribute only 
the sections concerning naval matters. Included therein were certain basic 
ideas of command to which I could not agree including transferring to him 
complete control of the RYUKYUS and complete control of ell "land based air 
forces" except those engaged in "naval search" this principle apparently 
to extend throughout the Pacific. Photostat of promulgating letter for 
DOWNFALL being airmailed to you. 

Para. After considerable veiy frank discussion it was agreed that I 
will prepare and issue rry plans as directed by Joint Chiefs of Staff clear¬ 
ing with him the iarts which affect his forces and that he will do likewise. 

I have left rry draft with him and expect his detailed comments by letter. He 
will send me his draft when it is ready. 

Para. The drafting of an overall campaign plan by MacArthur as outlined 
above would prove tedious in the extreme and be mechanically difficult to 
keep up to date. It would further carry with it the implication of unity of 
command being exercised by the Array for the entire campaign for the defeat 
of JAPAN. A "Joint Plan" to signed by MacArthur and me would be equally dif¬ 
ficult to draft and keep up to date and would involve protracted and conten¬ 
tious conferences. For these reasons I will issue ny ov.n olan for the naval 
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17 0841 CINCPQA ADV TO COUNCII (CONT'D). 

axid amphibious operations consulting with MacArthur as necessary on matters 
which affeet his operations. Actually the Joint Chiefs of Staff now exercise 
overall command and their directives now constitute the campaign plan, 

Para. I agreed to the establishment of Kenney's Air Force in the RZUKYUS 
as soon as possible under arrangements approximating those existing for the 
20th Air i'orce with CINCAF^AC controlling all Army air forces exceot the 20th. 
I retain area control and responsibility for development and defense. An 
important point in this regard is that it was clearly indicated that CINCAFPAC 
would like to "pool Engineer troops" and thereby get control of our SeaBees 
to use on Arny projects for which adequate Amy resources are not being made 
available. I retain control of naval aviation exceot for Marine units with 
the Army. 

Para. To conserve naval construction troops for naval projects es¬ 
sential to fleet support I can not too strongly urge early provision of Amy 
engineers needed to expedite Amy construction projects in preparation for 
OLYMPIC. 

Para. Text of extracts from Memorandum Record of our agreement follows 
separately. Jf*e>e 'a+e* 


15 0411 CCM5TKFLT TO CINCPAC ADV . (SPRUANCE TO NDUTZ) 



My 150309 gives airfield status as obtained ashore j'-esterday and contains 
certain recommendations. Believe your 130631 should be modified to permit 
maximum use of Kadena for fighters until such time as additional fields are 
ready for half or all VF which we have planned to operate from Kadena. Cam- 
Gen TEN 140002 being passed to you gives status of bulk AvGas storage OKINAWA 
and IS SHIMA. I do not know how fast additional tanks on OKINAWA will come 
into use but note that completion date is end of May and there has been ho 
improvement in bulk storage situation since 5th when I emphasized to Gen. 
Wallace necessity for more bulk storage. Whatever the reasons record of 
6 1,000 barrel tanks available for use on OKINAWA 6 vreeks after our landing 
is not impressive. 





17 0133 JCS TO NBDEMSY5R INFO MACARTHUR. SULTAN. CPICPAC/CIHC Y)A ADV . 

WARE 83426. 

7e are appreciative of the situation confronting you in the China Theater 
as outlined in your CFBX 36605. It now appears that preparations which have 
been directed for major operations olanned to take place late this year, 
together with the demands on redeoloyment, will absorb all available means 
and resources, particularly shipping. Unless It is found impracticable to 
conduct operations against JAPAN proper this year, it does not now appear 
that operations to secure a lodgement on the CHINA Coast will be within our 
capabilities. 

Para. Current operations in BORNEO are on a much smaller scale than would 
be required for operations on the CHINA Coast, and are employing Australian 
forces not available for operations to the North. 

Para. Such assistance to your campaign by air operations from adjacent 
theaters and areas as can be arranged directly with appropriate commanders 
without prejudice to directed operations is favored. 



18 0235 CINCPAC ADV TC COIUNCII . (METTZ TO KING ONLY) 

In connection with ny I 8 OOO 5 to ’lac.'Arthur note that unless the 5thPhibCorps 
is withdrawn from KYUSHU as I have requested we vd.ll be unable to conduct 
even minor amphibious operations without Army troops and consequently divided 
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18 0235 CTNCPAG ADV TO C^C" (CONTINUED) 

command. I visualize considerable mopping up and several minor amphibious 
operations on the Asiatic mainland to secure 'ports and restore sea communi¬ 
cations which can best be accomplished by the Fleet using only the Fleet 
Marine Force. It was indi cated at MANILA that the SWPA planners contemolated 
leaving the 5thPhibCorps in KYUSHU but General MacArthur personally requested 
that I keep a MarDiv in OKINAWA to release Arny Divisions for CORONET. This 
can be done just as 2nd I arDiv kept SAIPAN secure while oreoaring for future 
operations. 


21 0119 CINCPAC iVDV TO CGI.IIJCH I]TO C0MN0RPAC.C0H3RDFLT . 


ITTMTZ TO KING. INFO HALSEY .AID FLETCHER OILY . 






Para 1. 1 ly KnALBLOCKS XII and KEELBLOCKS IV are being completed and will 
be airmailed v.ithin a few dajrs. KEELBLOCKS IV contemplates: 

A. Augmenting North Pacific Force by 3 CA 7 CVE 26 DD or DE and 
appropriate auxiliaries 1 /army heavy bomber group and 1 or 2 naval heavy 
landplane search squadrons. 

B. Basing escort forces at ADAK Y/here a carrier aircraft oool will 
also be installed. 

C. Passing convoys from ADAK north of ALEUTIANS to vicinity of ATTU 
thence through the IOJRILES Via 0I1NSK0TAN, SHASUKOTAN or MUSHIRU STRAITS. 
Russians to assume responsibility west of 147th Meridian or north of 57th 
Parallel in SEA OF OKHOTSKX 

D. Naval air search from ALEUTIANS to be extended to cover convoys 
while under U.S. escort. 

E. Fast carrier strikes on HOKK. JDO and southern KURILES as necessary 
to support Russian operations in SAKHALIN or to cover convoy nwements. 
Para 2. The operations required in foregoing concept are considered 

feasible in the strategic situation anticipated to exist and constitute 
the only method of accomplishing the desired result without unacceptably 
adverse effects on OLYMPIC or LONGTOM. 

Para 3. Whenever the situation at OKINAWA permits I pi an to withdraw 
the entire fast earlier force and after a period of replenishment if then 
practicable send it to attack northern objectives accordance my 030121 . 

21 2313 jcs to rr:; n p, -.C-rthur am as re id . 

MARX 85707. Book message from the Joint Chiefs of Staff to MacArthur, 
Niraitz, and Arnold for action. 

Responsibility for mapping, charting, and photography of JAPAN and ap¬ 
proaches incident to invasion and campaign therein is considered integral 
part of planning and reparations directed in messages Navy 032U+0 (V/AR 
62773) April and Navy 032141 ('JAR 62774) April. Addressees should therefore 
confer and mutually agree on necessary action, including recommendations as 
to changes in JCS 756/2 considered appropriate. Message C 151D0 dated 29 
April from CG, GH , S’,,LA not to CINCPAC-CINCPOA nor to ComGen 20th Air Force 
is reference. 
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23 0315 CINCPOA r EARL TO CINCPOA ADV. (TCLERS TO NHHTZ ONLY) 


Refers to your 210118 Re SoPac Navy rollup. ComServPac records show 
405,000 LIT of all types of excess Navy materials and equipment reported 
for movement and estimate that this is approximately 50 $ of total to be 
reported. Excess components reported total 181,000 MT. Of the amounts 
reported 33,000 LIT are now moving and instructions issued to move 110,000 
additional LIT. June and subsequent maintenance tonnage allocation will 
orovide movement for 155,000 MT of CB and NSD stocks reducing continental 
requirements in like amount. This does not include SV/P movements of Navy 
tonnages. Included in the unreported 50$ is 156,000 LIT of impedimenta of 
57 organized activities for which readiness dates are as yet undetermined. 
Destination of these units is dependent on availability dates. Ifypes of 
assault shipping heretofore available have not been suitable for lifting 
large amounts ox heavy construction equipment. Approximately 75$ of assault 
shipping now scheduled for SoPac rollup is moving Navy cargo. Present cargo 
operation commitments for GUAM already exceed estimated port capabilities 
by approximately 20$ 'thru August. Records at this headquarters indicate 
ability to receive cargo at OKINAWA is averaging 16,000 LIP per day con¬ 
trasted to 20,000 MT per day already on shipping schedules. In addition 
to availability of suitable type shipping the factors of trans-shipping 
FRICTION cargoes from merchant shies to LSTs and LSI,Is, reception of rede¬ 
ployment shipping from the ATLANTIC and build-up of reserve supplies for 
LONGTOM and OLYMPIC must be evaluated and priority established. Repeated 
acceleration of VM requirements is an imposing demand on shipping and 
terminal port reception capacities. ComServPac records of SoPac rollup 
are current and we are exploiting every opportunity to f ull est extent 
to move SoPac cargo. A study is being made as to the possibility of bring¬ 
ing a limited amount of SoPac Navy stocks to PE.VRL in order to make them 
more readily available for issue and expedite closeout of SSPIRITU and 
ITOU EA at an earlier date than could be accomolished by moving the supnlies 
to the MARIANAS. 

24 0035 CINCPAC ADV TO CCN3RPFLT INFO CCM5TKFLT . 

NINITZ TO HALSEY INFO SPRUANCB. Request you cancel such part of your 
230934 as refers to Buckner and Mulcahey. The;’- are both engaged in important 
combat operations and should not be called on board your flagship. If con¬ 
ference is needed it can take place ashore before you assume command re¬ 
sponsibilities . 

24 0343 CINCPAC PEARL TO CINCPAC ADV . 

T0 .ERS TO HI.IITs JULY . 

Para 1. In accordance your instructions have carefully examined executive 
order No. 9439 and all available documents relating thereto. Have also dis¬ 
cussed it with Rachardson and Bagley. 

Para 2. Richardson strongly opposed to any consideration towards its 
cancellation or modification. He states that he does not consider there is 
ary method which is legal suitable and feasible by which matters covered by 
94^9 can be handled. He states further that cancellation would not relieve 
him of any res ■>onsibilities to you because he does not recognize any responsi¬ 
bility on your part for any of the functions he 'erfoms under the terms of 
9439, I disputed that noint. My suggestion that Para 1 of order might be 
modified to permit some officer other than CoraGenPOA to be assigned as "Mili¬ 
tary Commander" was countered by Brig. Gen. Morrison with the statement that 
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^ 24 0343 CINCPAC li'vRL TO CHIC:-AC .-JV - CQUTH'TUjD . 

oolieitcr General had insisted that officer (by title) who had exercised 
authority 01 J'ilitary Governor must exercise authority under Executive 
'** s ) Order. orris on claimed Solicitor General because of certain le^al impli¬ 

cations would not recede from that xisition. 

. ai... 3 . Bagle; is opposed to cancellation because he considers essential 
t ie ^control presently exercised .and sees no suitable substitute method unless 
sufxicient authority is vested in you. I am confident such authority does 
not exist. 

Para 4. I recommend against any steps at this time towards obtaining 
cancellation. Austin concurs. Further details will follow by letter. 

25 0517 CINCPAC Apy TO CCF.TNCK . 





MDEETZ TO KING . 

i J ara 1. The further experience in fighting against Japanese forces since 
receipt of the Joint Chiefs of Staff directive 032141 April and submission 
of my 280235 April promot me to point out that: 

A. It has been further demonstrated that where Japanese troops oc¬ 
cupy prepared defenses and have adequate supplies they constitute a competent 
fighting force against which the best of our troops even with air sunort and 
naval gunfire support beyond all precedent as well as strong artillery sup¬ 
port can advance only slowly. Jananese forces have not so far surrendered 
in appreciable numbers and cannot be destroyed without our incurring numerous 
casualties. It would be unrealistic to expect that such obvious objectives 
as southern KYUSHU and the TOKYO PLAIN will not be as well defended as 
Ci.Ii a.,A. .JLthou h our troo ps xor the invasion of JaPAN should be in the best 
of condition many of the divisions olanned to be employed in OLYMPIC are still 
fighting on OKINAWA and in the PHILIPPINES. 

B. It is appar nt that the eneiiy air force is prepared to continue its 
large scale suicic.e attacks. 235 shins have been sunk or damaged during the 
ICE3ERG Operation. The 27 ships sunk have been destroyers or ships of less 
valuable characteristics. Lly belief that we can better afford our shio 
losses than the enemy can afford his air losses is unchanged but damaged shins 
must be returned promptly and all ship repair' facilities must be kept fully 
manned with skilled personnel even if such men must be drafted. 

Para 2. The 20th Air Force is now operating against JAPAN with great 
eixect. As its operations accelerate and when the fast carrier forces can 
be freed from their present defensive role in sup ort of troops and become 
available in July for attack on suitable targets in JAPAN our naval and air 
forces can in time accomplish the complete destruction of Japanese industry 
and shipping. Japanese naval and air forces can be virtually destroyed with 
minimum losses to ourselves but time will be required. The blockade of JAPAN 
is now being extended by air forces operating from OKHIANA and submarines will 
commence operations in the SEA OF JAPAN in early June. JAPAN' can in time be 
reduced to the point where her will to resist v.ill be low but time will be 
required. 


Para 3. In ray 280235 I expressed ny belief that until we are able to in¬ 
vade JAPAN with assurance of success we should continue to encircle and iso¬ 
late by occupying positions which vail cut off JAPAN from CHIN/1 and KOREA and 
from which bombing of JAPAN can be intensified, .edemeyers CFBX 36605 DTG 
011005 bears on this situation also. 3232 
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25 0519 CI-TCPAC ADV TO CG2HMCH . 

NX! j.Ta TO aIj.G 'I.• LY « Para 1. In view of recent exchanges of messages 
it appears necessary to inform you as a matter of record that: 

A, The text of the agreements contained in my serial 0005057 was 
drafted by the staff of General MacArthur. 

B* The text of Sub Para (K) which covers the transfer of command 
was inserted at the instance of Haj. Gen. Chamberlain. 

C. The entire draft was taken by Haj. Gen. Chamberlain to General 
MacArthur who gave it to me personally in his own house and it was thereupon 
agreed to by us. 

D. I consider that the draft constituted a firm and binding agree¬ 
ment within the meaning of JCS 032140. 

Para 2. It was implicit in all our discussions that CHiCPAC would 
control the amphibious phase and Sub Para 1C1 is a firm agreement which 
gives CINCPAC control of land based air in the objective area during the 
amphibious Aiase. 

26 0552 CIMCPOA ADV TO CIIJCAFAAC IN JO CCTJITCH. 


NIHITZ TO HACAPTHUR LTFO KING. 






1. I regret that my concept of command relationships in connection with 
the OLYMPIC Operation has been misunderstood to the extent revealed in your 
251102 and will attempt to restate it briefly in terms which will I hope 
remove the misapprehension which apoarently prevails. 

2. Our operations up to and including the capture occupation and develop¬ 
ment of the FHHIPPHIES and RYUKYUS have been conducted under the principle 

of unified command 'within our respective areas. In addition the forces of 
the 2 command areas have su sorted each other under arrangements made between 
CIIICSWPA and CINCPOA. However the command directives of JCS 03211(0 and 032141 
made it clear that for the invasion of JAPAN a new command organization ’would 
be employed in which CINCAFPAC would command the land campaign in JAPAN which 
would be carried on primarily with Army forces while CINCPAC would command the 
jiaval phases and also the amphibious phases in which naval forces embark, 
transport and land Army forces at the beaches selected by the Army. Concur¬ 
rently CINCPAC 'would of course continue to .command the overall naval campaign 
in the Pacific in strategic support of OLYMPIC and other operations ordered 
by the JCS and for the general purpose of accomplishing the overall strategic 
objectives of the war. 

3,. Under present plans and agreements, well in advance of OLYMPIC the 
Army Air Forces operating against JAPAN from the MARIANAS-IV/0 axis will be 
commanded by General Arnold and the Amy -Air Forces operating against JAPAN 
from the HYITCYUS will be commanded some by General. Arnold and some by CINCAF¬ 
PAC. Under the concept of my Joint Staff Study of OLYMPIC and the concepts 
which I advanced in our conference at MANILA, the only cases in which Amy 
forces engaged in OLYMPIC would come under naval control would be: 

A. Troops would necessarily be under naval control from the time they 
embark in naval vessels at points designated by the Amy until they are 
disembarked on beaches designated by the Amy. Thereafter as is customary 
in amphibious operations they would remain under the control of naval 
amphibious commanders until the appropriate Arny Commanders are ’.Tilling 
to as suae their w wmtw t tjj normal command responsibilities. Any procedure 


which you can propose to shorten this eriod v/ill be welcomed. The Proced¬ 
ure agreed upon at ANILA for passing to the .Amy Command of recently 
landed troors was drafted by your staff and accented by me without ques- 
tion. 3233 
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o 


B. I likevri.se agreed in MANILA to the arrangement by which the aircraft 
of both services, while within the amphibious objective area, would be 
controlled initially by the Amphibious Commander and later by the Amy- 
air commander on shore. 

4. I have no desire to exercise any command or control over Amy forces 
in the OLYMPIC Operation except as necessitated by their being embarked in 
naval vessels or in the case of air forces as necessitated by the realities 
of the tactical situation at the beachhead. In the conference at MANILA it 
was pointed out on the staff level that the Amy was disturbed at the possible 
implications of the customary naval term "Commander Joint Expeditionary Force". 
It was agreed to substitute in revision the administrative title "Commander 
Amphibious Forces, Pacific Fleet" and likewise to use the title "Commanding 
General, 6th Army" in place of a functional title. 

5. The character of future operations against JAPAN as exemplified by 
the fighting new going on in the vicinity of the RYUKYUS and elsewhere in the 
Pacific makes it essential that the operations of large naval forces be co¬ 
ordinated by a naval commander in a well equipped command position on shore. 
All our experience in this war has proved was to be necessary. Complete 
flexibility must exist with respect to the transfer of ships between task 
fleets and naval task forces to meet a constantly changing strategic and 
tactical situation. Accordingly it is necessary that, except for naval aim- 
craft engaged in direct support of troops, the naval forces engaged in OLYMPIC 
remain under my command. I had understood that you advocated that I comraand 
the naval forces just as I advocated that an Amy officer be responsible 
direct to the Joint Chiefs of Staff for the conduct of operations ashore in 
JAPAN. 

6. I trust that the foregoing will serve to allay any apprehensions which 
may exist and to permit the expeditious prosecution of OLYMPIC planning on a 
satisfactory basis in accordance with the current directive of the Joint 
Chiefs of Staff and the agreements which we made in MANILA. 


28 0921 C0M3PJFLT TO CINCPOA ADV . (HALSEY TO NI'ITZ) 





Having evaluated the situation at OKINAWA and capabilities of own and eneny 
forces after discussion with all principal Navy, Amy and Marine Coraaanders my 
estimate is as follows: 

A. Withdrawal of TF 38 will entail increased risks to OKINAWA shipping un¬ 
less shore based fighter strength is augmented. 

B. 1 additional shore based fighter group would about counterbalance the 
loss of TF 33 support. (Withdrawal of British carriers and neutralisation of 
SAKISHBIA GUIITO by TAF or CVEs important factors in this estiate). 

C. Immediate offensive potentialities of TF 38 seriously reduced by 
shortage of carriers, shortage of specially equipped DD, poor material con¬ 
dition which is reported to be general. 

D. Further attacks against KYUSHU at this time not profitable due lack 
of strength in TF 38 and further due to juggling and concealing of planes by 
Nips, their apparent intent to avoid aerial combat and virtual impossibility 
of effecting surprise now. 

E. More vigorous prosecution of installation of shore air warning and re¬ 
lated communications is necessary for relief of pickets and installation of JCC 
and the internal communication systems required by shore based activities should 
be expedited. 
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28 0929 







P. Gunfire support and air support of ground operations by TAF and CVEs 
i:iay continue inoo July out GIF pi rotation olan should -insure adequate support 
ior Phase 3D and subsequent operations* 

continued use of ninecraft by CTF 31 for screening Purposes may •nra vim n w 
adversely afieco ^reparations for future minesweeping ■orojects. 

h. TF 31 and TAF can cope Tilth any enemy sui'face threat. I strongly 
recommend (1) ground and flight echelons LiAC- 14 be ordered OKINAWA immediately, 

J. Ground echelon 41st Medium Bomber Group oroceed OKINAWA as scheduled 
but that planes be withheld pending readiness of AWASE about 1 July. 

Para. Fending being informed as to your action on these recommendations 
I prepose: 

K. To continue defensive and interdiction support by TF 38. 
if recommendations approved I propose: 

L. Withdrawal TF 38 to bases when 1st squadron of additional fighter 
group is activated or on latest date that ..ill permit 14 days availability 
prior departure for next approved operation. If recommendation not approved 
I then recommend: 

M. Acceptance of added risks to OKINAWA forces and withdrawal of TF 38 
not later tiian Ji.f.i June to er.lt 14 days availability prior striking 
HOKKAIDO area about 1 July. 

Para, ilan fox’ support of KEEI BLOCKS and Phase 3D by separate despatch. 
C0H3RDFLT TO CIHCPOA ADY (HALSEY TO IUHITZ) 

280921. I recommend TF 38 strike Northern HOKSiiU-KOKIL'JDO-KUPILZS 
about 1 July. TOKYO Area about 7 July. KYUSHU Area trior to and during Phase 
3D. Request early OLYMPIC rainesv/eeping directive in order adequate ships may 
be transferred from TF 31 to CTF 39 for preparation training and initiation 
of projects. Suggest for consideration the team possibilities of coordinating 
the timing and objectives for VLR, TAF and TF 38. Detailed suggestions v.ill 
be submitted later. 


28 0910 CIHCPOA ADV TO C0H5THPHI3F0R . (NECTTZ TO HILL ONLY) 




The follov/ing message is to be delivered at once in a sealed envelope 
to Lieut Gen Buckner marked for his eyes only. "The base and airfield 
development at OKINAWA and IE SKDIA must be developed to the maximum extent 
and with the utmost speed to support the invasion of JAPAN. Official dis¬ 
patches and reports of several competent observers give me the definite im¬ 
pression that one or more changes may be necessary in the senior officers 
responsible for base development and airfield construction in ''articular. 

The last is disturbingly slow. Request your frankest comments." 

29 0859 CINQ RAC ADV TO C0U3RDFLT . (METTZ TO HALSEY) 

Your 280921 and 280929. Maintain at least 2 carrier task groups in po¬ 
sition to cover and support OKINAWA. Inform me ’.Then you consider v/ithdrawal 
to base advisable. 

Plan on 2 full weeks at anchor for Task Force 38 followed by attack on 
Northern HONSHU HOK '.IDG—southern KURILES using TF 38 and also British carrier 
task force, '.hen dates are firm dNC’OA ’..111 arrange coordinated action by 
other forces. 

Nominate now a U.S. carrier task group to base ENIWETOK after mid-July. 
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2 9 0900 CDICPAC ADV TO CCE.I5THFLT.CQ: IRRDFLT.CGl?HIB£;■.,C .Cg rtlIBGRGUP 3. CTF 11 . 

rmjTZ to smuAiicz. tumer. hil.. cg: clli and k/jlsey oitly . 


The purpose of the capture and development of FRICTION is to establish 
fighter bo.rbers in a uosition intermediate between LB&UKINOUS and DIABOUC 
Alien will facilitate defense and development of LEGUMINOUS and will improve 
the air support in the OLYEi iC Operation. Occupation of FRICTION v;ill also 
of course deny use of tliat position to the enemy. 

Para. The advantages of having such a position to supnort OLYMPIC '..ill 
be somewhat offset by the reduction in the state of preparation of fleet 
forces for OLYMPIC and in the diversion of offensive effort to cover the 
development of the position which will be difficult and protracted. 

Para. Request by dispatch direct to me your brief estimate and recom¬ 
mendation as to whether or not Phase 3D ICEBERG should be executed in July 
to prepare for OLYMPIC on 1 November. 

Para. Com3rdFlt comment when feasible. 

29 1725 COIIffllBGRP 3 to CIl.'CPAC ADV . (CONNOLLY TO NBUTZ) 

Your 290900. Assuming that no substantial reenforcement or augmentation 
of defenses of the objective occurs and that eneny air capabilities are ap¬ 
proximately equal to present, believe Phase 3D ICEBERG is an essential and 
profitable operational interlude between fall of LEGUMINOUS and OLYMPIC 
attack in order to maintain offensive pressure and to bring about reduction 
in air strength rather than allot/ respite in which enemy will recuperate. 

All air power that can be brought to bear for direct neutralization and air 
defense should be employed in early stages 3D which will minimize reduction 
fleet readiness for OLYMPIC. Recommend execute. 

29 1012 COMGEN 10 to CINCPAC ADV . 

Reply your 230910 passed Buckner by Hill. THIS FOR ADMIRAL NII.IITZ EYES ALONE . 
Airfield development OKINAWA IE SHIHA originally was on limited scale com¬ 
pared to greatly increased resent plan. Commander construction troops staff 
and organization geared for the smaller job and has not yet expanded to 
meet enlarged program. Certain directives your Hq. (Cincooa Adv 062209), 
(Cincpoa Pearl 171418, Cincpoa Pearl 210305 all May) in some instances sub¬ 
ject to misinterpretation by local operators caused initial delay. I have 
interceded (intervened) assuring full, responsibility for interpretations. 
Additional corrective action has been initiated which should remedy faults 
and permit development to proceed in a manner calculated to meet your de¬ 
sires, that is CCT has requested staff augmentation through lis caanels 
and Anny has additional personnel already enroute. Am convinced any change 
at this time in senior officers charged with responsibility for base develop¬ 
ment while possibly improving the verall projects will operate further to 
delay fighter field completion dates. This situation is so important as 
-ertains to vital future plans that should you elect to "refer a change am 
prepared to make available my Engineer Brig Gen Mold an officer of valuable 
experience in whom I have utmost confidence, or I shall be happy to accept 
any officer or officers of your selection whom you consider better qualified 
then the present incumbents. Amwlifying ltr follows. 
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.30 1337 GQM3RDFLT TO CIIICPAC ADV. (HALSEY TO NBttTZ) 

Your 290900, Consider LEGUMINOUS development can be accomplished with¬ 
out talcing FRICTION and further believe that FRICTION vdll soon be inter¬ 
dicted to enemy by OKINAWA air. FRICTION would not be worth the effort if 
only its contribution to LEGUMINOUS development were concerned. However 
its importance to OLYMPIC appears great. Continuous CAP over naval assault 
forces will be an essential to success and concurrent widespread blanketing 
ox enemy airfields will be a vital factor in restricting and reducing eneny 
air offensive. Distance (and weather at times) prohibits continuous use of 
OKINAWA FIGHTERS for either of above tasks thereby forcing sole dependence 
on carrier aircraft for the job until shore based air is effectively estab¬ 
lished in DIABOLIC unless some nearby shore based air support is available. 

In via-/ of the foregoing I consider taking FRICTION vitally important to 
the success of OLYMPIC. 

Para. BY midsummer enemy air potential should be so reduced that the 
diversion of effort incident to Phase 3D and the resulting FRICTION combat 
losses should be a reasonable price to pay for the saving in OLYMPIC life 
shipping and material resulting from availability of FRICTION air support. 

Para. I recommend executing Phase 3D as planned. Development to be 
limited to installations needed for maximum fighter air effort with temporary 
construction wherever practicable but speed of development and plenty of 
SeaBees emphasized. 1 


29 225C CINCPOA ADV TO COMGEU T3? (NIMETZ TO BUCKNER ONLY) 

Your 291012 will make no changes unless you so recommend. If additional 
officers are desired please inform me by dispatch. It is of utmost importance 
that nothing except urgent tactical requirements be permitted to delay the 
establishment of air forces. 

30 1445 CTF 31 to CINCPAC ADV . 

Principal advantages FRICTION Operation are as outlined your 290900 plus 
desirability keeping enemy off balance by constant attack and also providing 
opportunity for inflicting further serious air losses which are probably 
becoming irreplacable. Following principal disadvantages: 

A. Lack of suitable harbors or beaches together with advent of typhoon 
season will render unloading slow and uncertain thereby retarding base develop¬ 
ment, 

B. Experience OKIHAMA indicates that ovm damage articularly in light 
vessels will be appreciable and may seriously restrict availability full 
strength for OLYMPIC. 

C. Proximity of FRICTION to DIABOLIC renders it specially susceptible to 
air attack and hit and run surface raids. For its protection naval covering 
force will be required until activation of OLYMPIC. 

D. Proposed schedule coupled v.ith prospects another month fighting at 
OKINAWA will preclude much needed upkeep and relaxation for many of smaller 
craft causing resultant in efficiency. 

E. FRICTION has no permanent value. 

Para. My studies of FRICTION lead me to believe that altho suitable landr¬ 
ing beaches are non-existent, it can be taken without too much difficulty. 
However consider advantages gained as outlined above far outweigh disadvantage: 
In view prospective ability to maintain fighter CAP from LEGUMINOUS over any 
portion DIABOLIC for suvuort of OLYMPIC, do not believe FRICTION is worth the 
possible losses and consequent effect on OLYMPIC. Recommend cancellation. 

Hill. 
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31 2010 Or 0 A TO CHIN ..C ADV . (to:.IRS TO TJT1.TT7.) 


•faile realizing definite advantages during early stages of OLYMPIC of 
possession of an air base to northward of OKINAWA I believe OLYMPIC as a 
whole would be furthered more by elimination of Phase 3D ICEBERG. Ly 
reasons are as follows: ' 

A. Poor beach conditions will delay development to such extent only- 
barest essentials can be accomplished by OLYMPIC target date and in 
meantime FRICTIOIJ '..ill be a militaiy liability on account its exposed 
position and required naval support. 

B. Ships, construe ion and other service units involved can be used to 
better advantage in 

(1) Completing and stock piling MARIANAS bases 

(2) South and Southwest Pacific rollup 

(3) Accelerating OKINAWA development 

I recommend Phase 3D be cancelled. 

31 0455 CONPHIBSPAC TO CPI’CPAC .-.DV IIIFC C0M5THFLT . 

Well developed fighter bomber bases at FRICTION prior to OLYMPIC vrould ,, 
be worth considerable effort and cost if they could be activated in time and 
without unduly weakening forces required for 0LE.IPIC. Hovrever, in view of 
present target dates for Phase 3D and OLYMPIC, combined with losses and damage 
to fleet units already received and probable additional losses prior OLYMPIC, 
consider probable value of FRICTION is offset by following: 

A* FRICTION will be a difficult campaign, poor beaches, rough terrain 
and stubborn energy resistance may retard early activation of FRICTION 
Airfields. Target date and development period now scheduled occur during 
time of year when most unfavorable weather is to be expected* Lack of 
shelter at 'target and at OK MIA',,A during the adverse vreather may ’well 
cause unacceptable operational losses and prolong operations unduly, 
enemy air attacks on our forces will probably be severe. It is doubtful 
that FRICTION can be completed in time to be of much value to OLYMPIC 
without great cost in men and shins. 

B. Forces required for Phase 3D could well be employed to expedite de¬ 
velopment OKMA /A area and in direct reduction of eneny air strength, 
productive capacity and shipping, the time factor in continued attrition 
of the enemy is important if OLYMPIC is to be successful and enemy at¬ 
trition must be kent greater than our own attrition. 

C. Many of the shiis to be employed in Phase 3D have already approached 
limits of endurance of machinery. Unless an interum period with adequate 
upkeep and preparation is available it is considered doubtful whether 

we can develop full strength for OLYMPIC even if future losses can be 
reduced. 

It is therefore recommended that Phase 3D be omitted unless OLYMPIC is to ; 
be postponed. In the latter case, it night be possible to execute Phase 3D 
in October. 

31 0517 C0M3RDFLT TO CTHCPAC ADV ETFOCTF 33 

Nominate TG 33,4. Your 290859. This group contains largest number heavy 
ships which will best test facilities and allow Com3rdFlt and CTF 33 to in¬ 
spect. Tliis early selection requires element of crystal gazing as Later 
tactical develo nents may require change. 
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01 0112 CQM5THFLT TO CIIJCPAC ADV . 

Your 290900. Believe value of position in question vri.ll not be commen¬ 
surate with its cost for occupation and development. Recommend operation 
be cancelled. 

31 2100 care to ch:cta adv . (for fleet admiral nuctz) 

Colonel .in P Fisher AC USA will arrive GUAM about Sunday 3 June bearing 
Cominch and CKO top secret serial 00040805 dated 29 May. It is considered 
appropriate that you cliscuss contents thereof and revious information on 
subject with Lieut. Gen. Giles and Major Gen. Lemay to facilitate arrange¬ 
ments for initial delivery of weapon. 


01 0223 C0::3RDFLT TO CIACrAC ADV IilFO CTF 38 (HALSEY TO 1ID.IITZ) 



Your 290S59 not to info adee. For planning purposes when may I expect 
British carrier task force to be reacty - to sortie from advance base for of¬ 
fensive operations. 





01 1201 CINCPOA ADV TO CO: INCH LIFO CINCAF AC.CCM5THFLT.C0:13BDFLT.CO:IfllBSPAG . C0M5Tfr » 

PHIBFOR 

Para 1. The purpose of the capture of FRICTION (Phase 3D ICEBERG) is 
to establish fighter bombers in a position intermediate between LEGUMINOUS 
and DIABOLIC which would facilitate defense and development of LEGUMINOUS and 
improve air support in OLYMPIC. It would also maintain pressure and tempo 
of combat. 

Para 2. However, it has become increasingly apparent that the beaches and 
terrain are unfavorable to expeditious capture and development and that with 
an OLYMPIC target date of 1 Nov. it will not be possible to activate sufficient 
air forces in FRICTION in time to justify the cost in combat and logistic 
effort. 

Para 3* The CINCAFPAC-CI NCPAC staff planning conferences now in progress 
at GUAM have made it clear that the resources involved will be more produc¬ 
tively employed if concentrated in early development of OKINAWA. The shortage 
of both personnel and cargo lift is an important factor. Of greater import¬ 
ance is freeing the carrier task forces for offensive strikes at the sources 
of the suicide attacks which as long as they continue will be a serious mili¬ 
tary threat to the success of OLYMPIC. 

Para 4. My 290900 Halsey’s 301337 Spruance’s 010112 Turner’s 310455 
Hill’s 301445 and Towers' 312010 massed separately for information of Cominch 
only. 

Para 5. I am deferring ICEBERG Phase 3D indefinitely and propose until 
OLYMPIC to concentrate available logistic resources on full development of 
OKINAWA and to devote fleet effort to offensive naval operations. 


01 1351 CIKCP0A ADV TC COUNCIL . 



IviyDis 011201. CINCAFFAC has also concurred in indefinite deferment of 
Phase 3D ICEBERG. 
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01 2204 C0H3RDFLT TO GTF 31 INFO CINCPAC ADV . (HALSEY TO HILL IIFO NUUTZ) 

I view with concern any possibility of failure to take IHEYA at this 
time, leather protection and Task Force 33 operations will never be better. 

01 2306 JOINT CilEFS OF UAFP TO NIICETZ. lACARgHUR . 






w r ARX 10463. Annex "D" to the Appendix to JCS 742/6 is the reference. 

The Commanding General, Army .Ur Forces lias proposed (to which the JCS have 
agreed) the transfer of the Headquarters, 20th AF, now operating in Washington 
to the Pacific as of 1 July 1945, and its establishment initially in GUAR. 

The 20th AF will simultaneously be redesignated the United States Array 
Strategic Air Force (USASTAF) and vdll be commanded by General Carl Spaatz. 
Also on 1 July the XX Bomber Command, scheduled for deployment in the RYUKYUS 
will be redesignated the 3th AF and the XXI Bomber Command, now operating 
in the MARIANAS, will be redesignated the 20th Ur Force, 

Para. This arrangement vdll enable the Gen. USASTAF to present to 
CINCAF3 AC and CINCPAC his requirements so that adjustments necessary to 
meet changing conditions will whenever possible be made in the Pacific. 

Fara. Should a strategical or tactical emergency arise demanding such 
action, ComGenUSASTAF upon request vdll make available for utilization by 
CIMCAFPAC or CINCPAC USASTAF aircraft which are based ’within their respective 
areas for purposes other than their primary strategic mission, immediately 
informing the Joint Chiefs of Staff, through the Commanding General, Any 
Air Forces, of the action taken. Should there be any conflict in requests 
for such emergency use the issue vdll be decided by the Joint Chiefs of 
Staff. 


Para. All commitments, agreements and directives relating to the 20th 
Ur Force will be applicable to USASTAF. 

. 

Para. Your comment is requested. 



02 1202 CINCPAC ADV TO Cl INCH INFO CTCAF -C . 

The organization agreed to by the Joint Chiefs of Staff as noted in the 
1st paragraph of NARX 10463 (JOG 012306) is concurred in. The location of 
the Headquarters of the Amy Strategic Ur Force at GUAR ‘..ill facilitate the 
prosecution of the war against JAPAN, 


02 1203 CINCPAC ADV TO C0H5TIIFLT (BY HAND ) 



f 


Com3rdFlt 020411. Request your early comment. 

02 0411 S0M3RDFLT TO CINCPAC ADV- AS SID TO CC jPUFLT . (HALSEY TO NIMITZ) 

If Com5tliFlt commands CLYHREC EAST CHINA SNA carrier operations I feel 
that areas to be swept in EAST CHINA SEA should be prescribed by CINCIAC. In 
order to ensure timely re oration and initiation of any major sweeping pro¬ 
ject you may approve I intend to issue my dispatch OpPlan 5-45 about 4 June 
directing co.mletion vassa e through north half of Z by 5 July and completion 
by 10 October of an operating area (and approaches thereto) in EAST CHINA SEA 
totalLing about 26,000 square miles of exploration and an estreated 15,000 
square miles of sweeping. 



- Continued - 
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W > 03 0514 GHQ SV'JPA to -JAR COS IIIFO CIIICFAC ADV . 





CX 1763 s. Reference your .7X 10463 1st* I assume that the only changes 
in the existing and previously proposed air command structure in the Pacific 
are: 

(1) That the actual command of the VLR bomber organization is transferred 
from CGAAF to General Spaatz v.dth the headquarters at GUAM* 

(2) The 20th and 21st Bomber Commands are redesignated the 20th Air Force 
and the oth Air Force respectively and these 2 air forces are combined into 
the Strategic Air Force. 

(3) That except for the fighter units now set up to support the Strategic 
Air Force all other air units to be redeployed from the ETO and the MTO null 
in general be assigned to FEAF. 

Para. Airdrome space now built and possible of construction this year 
will accommodate the 20th Air Force on the LIARIANAS HONSHU Axis. In the 
RYUKYUS there can be based the B-29 groups as resently scheduled for this 
year with their supporting fighters olus the FEAF and naval land based air 
units for the defense of the base and search missions for the U.S. Fleet. 

Any further deployment must await the acquisition of airdromes in JAPAN 
itself. 

Para. Conditions here are radically different from those in EUROPE. 

We are limited to the employment of much smaller numbers of planes. We 
have extremely limited areas in which to deploy them. We have a serious 
shortage of engineer troops for the preparation of airdromes. And we have 
projected a time schedule that requires most intimate coordination in the 
establishment of priorities and in the employment of means. Cur objective 
is geographically small and our targets comprise only a small fraction of 
the area. Under the proposed set up we would have working from restricted 
areas against concentrated targets the Far East Air Force, the Strategic 
Air Force, Navy land based air forces and carrier based air forces. It is 
my firm conviction that coordination of these efforts will be extremely 
difficult unless the land based air forces are set up to operate under the 
general coordinating control of a single commander. 

Para. The supply and logistics problems involved are extremely difficult 
of solution under either the existing or proposed arrangement. I believe 
that there is grave danger that air operations will not only be prejudiced 
but such confusion ;nay result that at some critical stage of an operation 
its very success will be endangered unless the supply and logistic organiza¬ 
tion for the Army Air Forces in the Pacific Be placed under a single control. 
Signed MacArthur. 


j 
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02 0411 CJ-33DFLT TO CINCRAC .107 


:-p. .Cnjllwi wo hist: )Cgc:jt»d) 


Para. I offer for jour consideration raj ovn opinion that this roject 
will entail effort and losses orobably not justified if OKINAWA shore based 
air can cover CHULA and KOREA targets which would be normally taken under 
carrier attack. KYUSHU targets can be effectively struck from deep water 
Sbuth and Southeast of KYUSHU. 


03 1206 QUICK)A ADV TO COi HRDFLT HIF0 CC GEN 10. H?Q CGIINCU . 

WEUTZ TO HALSEY BUCKNER ONLY INTO KING. Ny 290S59 to Halsey 
only. Desire movement of flimit echelons MAG Ik to OKINAWA expedited. 

It is ray present intention that Task Force 33 shall strike KYUSHU when last 
s uadron MAG 14 is ready to o aerate at OKINAWA and then retire to LEYTE for 
2 weeks at anchor. 



04 0118 CINCPOA ADV TO MARCORPS TNFO CClfTNOH - (NBHTZ TO VANDEGRIFT INFO KING ONLY) 

Since Mulcahey has been in combat under strenuous conditions for over 
2 months I intend to return him to the Mainland for leave and assign Woods 
as his relief as Commander Tactical Air Force RYUKYUS. Request your cor>- 
currence. Woods can be released for other duty in July or August after 
Tactical Air Force is dissolved and Kenney takes over Army elements* If 
Mitchell's return is urgent suggest a more junior relief than Woods since 
Marine Air Wing 1 will be relatively inactive for some months. 


o 



04 0200 C0M5THFLT TO CINCPAC ADV . 

Your 031203. In view deferment of LONGTOM and predicated on assumption 
that shorebased air will be able neutralize air bases in EAST CHINA and 
KOREA concur Com3rdFlt 020411 that sweeping Northern EAST CHINA SEA areas 
neither profitable nor necessary at this time. Sufficient deep water exists 
for Amphibious Force approach to DIABOLIC from southwest and for fast car¬ 
rier operations from south to southeast. In view of approaching typhoon 
season and to afford ample sea room to ships in OKINAWA vicinity in event 
of typhoon and because of value in connection with cover plans recommend 
entire area ZEBRA be swept earliest practicable and in addition area bounded 
by 24-04 N 124-09 E., 26-15 N 124-31 E., 27-38 N 126-01 E., 28-20 N 125-20 E 
27-00 N 123-50 E. 
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04 0719 COMGENAAFPOA TO GIRCPQA ADV . (PERSONAL FROM GILES TO NIMITZ) 

1* Reference your top secret operational priority radio 020034 June 
which defers Riase 3D ICEBERG indefinitely* It is desired to acquaint you 
with the imminence of the positioning of a very long range fighter group 
and its supporting unit* 

2* The 414th Fighter Group and 555th Air Service Group were committed 
for this operation with west coast mounting point* The following is the 
movement status of these units: 

A* Ground echelon of 414th Fighter Group has a tentative loading date 
at Seattle of 6 June* 

B* 555th Air Service Group is in staging area at Fort Lawton preparing 
to load* 

C* 2 CVEs have been allocated, each to pick up 48 P-47N aircraft with 
flight detachment at Alameda, ra 14 and 27 June respectively. 

3* It is desired to position the above units on JWO JIMA for the purpose 
of augnenting the strike and escort capacity of the 3 very long range fighter 
groups now located at IWO JIMA* I believe the ult ima te requirement for DUO 
based very long range fighter aircraft will be 5 groups and therefore the 
sudden availability of the 414th Fighter Group and its supporting service 
group is particularly acceptable to ay augmentation plan for very long range 
IWO based fighter aircraft* 

4* In view of the short time that exists before these units are to be 
loaded, recommend this matter be expedited so that instructions may be inv- 
plamented my administrative headquarters with appropriate theater and main¬ 
land agencies* 

05 0657 CINCPAC ADV TO COMINCH . (NIMITZ TO KING) 


In view of the extent to which CINCBPF 040107 has implications which bear 
on the subject of paragraph 3 of JCS 261610 and departs from the principle 
of the British being logistically self supporting request your comments. 

Mew subject* Will the British carrier force be available to me for 
attacks on Northern HONSHU-HOKKAIDO-SOUTHERN KURILES with 3rdFlt in July. 

06 0829 C0M3RDFLT TO CINCPAC ADV * (HALSEY TO NIMITZ) 

Your 060820* TF 3® ready to strike KANOYA fields with 2 groups 
June 8th as per my 060653* BENNINGTON operable but am detaching her to 
LEYTE after strike for repairs to flight deck damaged by storm. HORNET has 
storm damage to flight deck but is operable and unless otherwise directed 
will be retained with TF 36 until normally due to return for overhaul. 

All forces ready to execute assigned tasks despite damage which is being 
summed up for early despatch report, 

06 0820 CINCPAC ADV TO C0M3RDFLT . (NIMITZ TO HALSEY) 

Request immediate report of condition of readiness TF 36* Have received 
no report since your 051007* 

06 1244 CINCPAC ADV TO C0M3RDFLT (HANDLE AS NIMITZ ONLY) 

Your 060829 (To me only) approved* Unless otherwise directed by later 
dispatch withdraw TF 36 to LEYTE after strike on KYUSHU Fields about 8 June. 












NIMITZ ONLY 

JUNE (GCT) 

07 0814 CINCPAC ADV TO COMINCH INFO CINCPOA PEARL (NIMITZ TO KING INFO TOWERS ONLY) 

I consider it necessary to strengthen the organization of the naval shore 
facilities at OKINAWA by placing them in a single command. At present the 
air bases are planned to be under Commodore Dillon. The small so-called 
Operating Base under Commodore Kirtland and there are other smaller bases in 
prospect. Complex relationships with the Amy are involved. Request authori¬ 
zation to consolidate all naval shore facilities at OKINAWA into a single 
Naval Operating Base. Recommend that R.Adm. Richard E. Byrd be ordered to 
command the Naval Operating Base OKINAWA with Commodore Kirtland as his 
deputy. As such he would report to Major General Wallace, the Island Com¬ 
mander, OKINAWA for local operational control and to me for administrative 
and general naval matters. 

07 0815 CINCPAC ADV TO C0H3RDFLT INFO CTF 38. CNO . (NIMITZ TO HALSEY INFO KING AND 
MCCAIN) 

Press releases from flagship TF 38 transmitted by IOWA indicate intern- 
view in which Captain Thach released information not reported to me and of 
a nature to give aid and comfort to the enemy. Direct CTF 38 make full re¬ 
port technical details concerned see CNO 062025. Take steps to prevent fur¬ 
ther release of such information by units in the combat area. Article 
by Ernie Hoberecht quoting Captain Thach as advocating use of poison gas 
against Japanese being censored here and forwarded to Cominch, 

08 0221 CINCPAC TO COMINCH (NIMITZ TO KING ONLY) 

At present Buckner as CTF 99 is responsible to me for the RYUKYUS forces 
W a l l ace as CTG 99«1 is Island Commander and Cobb as CTG 99.3 is afloat to 
command local naval forces RYUKYUS and will eventually function as a permanent 
administrative SOPA. See Annexes A and F my OpPlan 14-44. 

Within the Island Command there are now 2 separate naval shore commands. 
The former Lion 8 now the Naval Operating Base under Kirtland and the Naval 
Air Bases under Dillon. Additionally contemplated are a small mine base 
and a motor torpedo boat base. Amphibious base facilities will be necessary 
also to support OLYMPIC. My proposal is to consolidate all naval shore 
facilities under 1 rear admiral with the title of Comdt Naval Operating Base 
OKINAWA and assign Kirtland as his deputy with no other duties. This would 
parallel action alrea^j* taken at SAIPAN. The changes recommended are all 
internal to the Island Command OKINAWA and will not affect Cobb. 

So long as we were organized for unity of command the establishment of 
several separate naval entities under an Atoll Commander or Island Commander 
conformed to an effective concept developed by experience in the Pacific. 

The change made at SAIPAN and recommended for OKINAWA MIWETOK and KWAJALEIN 
is necessary to ensure effective functioning under the new concept of JCS 
032140 of April which contemplates an eventual seoaration of the services. 

08 0511 C0M3RDFLT TO CTF 36 INFO CINCPAC ADV . (HALSEY TO MCCAIN INFO NIMITZ) 

CINCPAC 070815. Make required report. Apparently written background 
material preoared to cover Thach's interview was mininterpreted or Thach 
verbally went beyond written brief. Take immediate appropriate steps to 
prevent personnel your command from divulging to pressmen confidential in¬ 
formation except as is proper for off the record background briefing. CINCPAC 
censors in IOWA will be separately instructed by originator. 

08 0754 CINCPAC ADV TO COMINCH. 


Concur ComSubPac 261245. (Rg: 10 British subs to SoWesPac) 


324 * 


















MTUTT7. fiWTT ^ 

JUNE (GOT) 

°9 2 008 COMINCH & CNO (0920001 TO COMNAVEU INFO (092008) CINCPAC ADV . 

PERSONAL FROM ADMIRAL KING TO THE FIRST SEA LORD . 

I have carefully reviewed the series of memoranda interchanged between 
the United States and British Chiefs of Staff relative to establishment of 
British intermediate base facilities at a poiht sufficiently far forward 
to be useful to support operations in the main theater against the Japanese. 

I have also reviewed the despatches which have been exchanged between Admiral 
Fraser and Admiral Nimitz on this subject. It is my opinion that the utili¬ 
zation of the materials provided by the British for the establishment of 
shore facilities in Western Pacific would contribute best to the overall 
needs in that theater if they were established in BRUNEI BAY. Such opera¬ 
tions as are required by the British Pacific Fleet in areas to the north 
will be supported by fleet anchorages and shore facilities now established 
or being established by the United States Fleet and such operations as may 
be conducted in the SOUTH CHINA SEA in support of operations in the NETHEHLANDi 
EAST INDIES and MALAYA can best be supported from the base which I propose in 
BRUNEI BAY. Objection to the establishment of facilities at BRUNEI has been 
presented by the British Chiefs of Staff in that they would not become 
available until the end of the current calendar year and therefore at a time 
when SINGAPORE itself might be available. The same consideration would apply 
to the establishment of similar facilities in the PHILIPPINE Area even if 
sites therefor could be made available. It appears even more objectionable 
to crowd in additional facilities at MANUS which will be even farther away 
from the scene of operations on 1 January 1946 than is new the case. If in 
the light of the foregoing the British Chiefs of Staff do not desire to 
meet our wishes for the establishment of shore facilities to support a fleet 
anchorage at BRUNEI BAY I have no further suggestions to offer as to the 
employment of the resources involved. 

09 2213 JOINT CHIEFS OF STAFF TO NIMITZ INFO MACARTHUR . 

WARX 14514. In the indefinite deferment of Phase 3D ICEBERG reference 
your 011201 the Joint Chiefs of Staff concur. 

10 0250 CINCPAC ADV TO C0M5THFLT INFO COMFHIBSPAC . (NIMITZ TO SPRUANCE INFO TURNER) 

ComPhibsPac 090225 requires clarification. Desire your command organiza¬ 
tion for OLYMPIC employ ComBatRon 1 (V.Adm. Oldendorf) in a suitable command 
capacity relative to BatRon 1 and other units of the gunfire and covering 
forces. BatRon 1 as whole will not be placed under the command of a Rear 
Admiral. 

13 2255* CINCPAC ADV to C0M3RDFLT INFO COMINCH (NIMITZ TO HALSEY INFO KING) 

Request your comment on proposal that CruDiv 17 plus 1 DesRon leave LEYTE 
as soon as practicable refuel at KERAMA RETTO proceed at high speed to 
vicinity WENCHOW during 1 or 2 daylight sweep WENCHOW BAY CHINA Coast north 
toward HANGCHOW BAY with air cover as Practicable from OKINAWA then return 
via OKINAWA to SAIPAN for replenishment and rejoin TF 38 at sea enroute 
July operation. Purposes would include destruction small craft being used 
by enemy for coastal transportation, cover and deception, diversion and dis¬ 
ruption of enemy plans and keeping up the pressure. 
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Ik 0616 CCMAF T./EHTY TO 17 AR C OF S PERSONAL FOR MARSHALL . 

(NOTE: This dispatch delivered by hand and is not available in CINCPOA 
communication files) 

Again referring to your T .VARX 15054 and supplementing my 3811 DTG 130140 
I discussed in detail with Nimitz the proposed plan of moving the Twentieth 
Air Force Headquarters to GUAM and activating the Bighth Air Force in the 
RYUKYUS. I also explained to him the necessity of setting up a Strategic 
Air Force Headquarters to control and operate these two air forces. Further 
that I propose to set up a Strategic Air Force Headquarters on GUAM with 
Spaatz commanding. To all of this Nimitz fuLy concurred, stating that he 
had given his concurrence to this plan as proposed in JCS message and that 
he had not changed his mind. In accordance with above headquarters 20th AF 
should be moved to GUM and redesignated Headquarters USASTAF on one August 
1945 and on same date Headquarters XXI BomCom be elevated to AF status and 
designated 20th AF. Likewise, on 1 August 1945 hdqtrs XX BomCom be redesig¬ 
nated Hdqtrs 8th AF. 

New subject: I discussed with Nimitz the subject of inactivating AAFFOA 
Hdqtrs. Nimitz stated that in his opinion there should be sane kind of an 
organization set up to control and operate the small static group of Army 
Air Forces airplanes that would remain in HAWAII and the MARIANAS and other 
islands under his control primarily for defensive purposes. It is therefore 
recommended that AAFPOA be continued on a greatly reduced scale for the opera¬ 
tion of Army Air Forces units which are assigned to Nimitz. Further, that the 
commander of AAFPOA be named by the ComGen USASTAF and that the ComGen USASTAF 
outline the policies and directives and oDerations functions for AAFPOA in 
conference with Nimitz. 

15 0558 CINCPAC ADV TO CONINCH (NIMITZ TO KING ONLY) 





General Arnold conferred with me at length on 14 June with Giles, McMorris 
and Sherman.present. 

He discussed 1st the establishment of the Army Strategic Air Force. I 
confirmed the concurrence of ny 021202 in the organization already agreed to 
by the Joint Chiefs of Staff as announced by JCS 012306. He then discussed 
in general terns a list of 12 items that Spaatz has requested to be included 
in his directive. I commented informally. Today I have been shown an exact 
statement of these items and have addressed to General Arnold a formal memo¬ 
randum giving my formal comment. Copy airmailed to you. 

I could not agree to 2 items namely "That USASTAF have organically assigne 
to it and under its control all the means required for the defense of airdrome 
and USASTAF "Have command of the base areas I.E. command of the islands or 
other areas on which USASTAF units are the predaninant force". 

He told me that British have only 1 Lancaster ready and proposed that 
"nothing definite be done for the present". 

He read me a dispatch from Marshall informing him that you were now pro¬ 
posing a change from JCS 012306 and expressed strongly his opinion that he 
should organize his air forces without interference by the Navy. Being unin¬ 
formed as to this development I made no comment. I did inform him that I 
continued to believe in unity of command within each area. 

During our conference and later by telephone he discussed a proposal that 
Mac Arthur establish temporary headquarters here at GUM prior to OLYMPIC. I 
told him that while I did not consider it necessary I had no objections, that 
I had repeatedly invited MacArthur to visit my headquarters and that he had 
never accepted, that on 1 occasion Col. Knox and I offered to come tp hip and 
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15 0558 CINCPAC ADV TO CCMINCH (NIMITZ TO KING) (CONT’D) . 


he discouraged it, that I had been to MacArthur 1 s headquarters on 3 occasions 
and that I doubted MacArthur’s willingness to come to GUAM. What the impli¬ 
cations of Arnold’s proposals about MacArthur’s headquarters are I do not 
know. 

It is logistically infeasible to create extensive additional command 
facilities for Spaatz or MacArthur at any early date. Spattz will have to 
take Giles and Giles take Lemay’s. I could care for MacArthur only on the 
same basis of "double up and share" as is now used for Spruance. 


15 0753 C0M3RDFLT TO CINCPAC ADV . (RALSET TO NIMITZ) 



Subject to your approval TF 38 will sortie 1 July launching 1st attack 
northern area about 10 July. Will you wish to see me at GUAM during this 
in port period. 

12 2202 JOINT CHIEFS OF STAFF TO MACARTHUR. NIMITZ. V/SDEiZYER . 



WARX 15811. Recent changes in enemy dispositions in EAST CHINA indicate trend 
of withdrawal to the north and evacuation of certain coasial positions. While 
it is unlikely that the Japanese will withdraw from positions suitable for 
our use in direct support of the invasion of JAPAN, under suitable circum¬ 
stances it may be possible without detraction from the main effort to exploit 
such withdrawal to accomplish: diversion and deception, increased effective¬ 
ness of blockade, and possibly the eventual establishment of a limited supply 
line to support Chinese forces. It may be that the support of the campaign 
in JAPAN will absorb all available resources, particularly shipping, thus 
making it impossible to provide major tonnages to aid Chinese forces prior to 
the completion of planned invasion operations. However, the changing situatior 
in CHINA requires continuing review and reconnaissance with a view to capital¬ 
izing at s m a ll cost on Japanese military deterioration and withdrawals. Your 
views and recommendations are desired from time to time as the situation de¬ 
velops. 


13 0232 CINCPAC ADV TO C01I3RDELT. CTG 38,3 . (FOR HALSEY AND SHERMAN ONLY) 


CINCPAC considers the action indicated in COMAAFSWPA 101750 will stop 
further attacks on ships by SWPA aircraft. Desire CTG 38.3 now withdraw 
his threat to shoot down our Array aircraft. 


13 0355 CINCPAC ADV TO C0I1NCH (NIMITZ TO KING ONLY) 




With the initiation of submarine operations in the SEA OF JAPAN it is 
possible that 1 or more submarines may be so damaged as to have to reture on 
the surface. Request any information you can obtain as to Russian action in 
case a damaged submarine 

(A) Requests voyage repairs at VLADIVOSTOK or SOVETSKAYA GAVAN (SOVIET HARBOR^, 

(B) Requests pilotage through TARTARY STRAIT. 

Is there any preference between VLADIVOSTOK SOVIET HARBOR or possible 
CASTRIES BAY as a point at which to apply for repairs to make a submarine 
seaworthy or for internment. 

I wish to brief submarine commanders as to action to take in case they 
are too severely damaged to exit through KOREA STRAIT or LA FER0USE STRAIT. 
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Book message to lacarbhur and Nimitz for action, to Arnold for informa¬ 

tion * WAHX 1206^.. Further to WARX 37938 dated 25 May 1945. Although there 
is at ’^resent no evidence that sudden collapse or surrender of JAPAN is likely 
the Joint Chiefs of Staff direct that plans be made to take immediate advant— 
age of favorable circumstances, such as a sudden collapse or surrender, to 
effect an entiy into JAPAN proper for occupational purposes. 


13 2201 COHINCH & CNO TO CINCPAC ADV . (HANDLE AS NIMITZ ONLY) 

Your 130855. Question as to probable Russian reaction and attitude has 
been referred to MOSCOW. Pending receipt of guidance from MOSCOW it is con¬ 
sidered that SOVETSKAYA GAVAN should be preferred to VLADIVOSTOCK. 

14 2307 JOINT CHIEFS OF STAFF TO MAC ARTHUR. NIMITZ INFO ARNOLD . 




14 233 0 COMAF 20 to DEPCCMAF 20 (TO GILES FOR ARNOLD FROM ANDERSON) . 

Note: Not in CINCPOA Cornniunication files. 

Telecon 15-5. 

President has indicated desire to meet with Joint Chiefs of Staff 
afternoon IB June to discuss details of Campaign against JAPAN. He ex¬ 
pects at this meeting to be thoroughly informed of our intentions and pros¬ 
pects. Information requested by hia is: 

Number of Army personnel and Navy vessels necessary to defeat JAPAN. 

Estimate of time required and casualties resulting from 

invasion of JAPAN proper. 

Estimate of time required and casualties resulting from effort to de¬ 
feat JAPAN by isolation, blockade and bombardment. 

Useful contribution, if any that can be made by other United Nations. 

President intends to make decisions on campaign with purpose of econo¬ 
mizing to maximum extent possible in loss of American lives. Econony in 
time and money is comparatively unimportant. 

Joint Staff Planners have been directed to submit draft of suitable 
memorandum that can be submitted by Joint Chiefs to President at meeting. 


- COMGENAIR (ARNOLD) TO WARCOS FOR JOINT CHIEFS OF STAFF (Not in Comm, files) 

16 June 

1945 3974* Paren for Marshall for JCS ffom Arnold at Iwo Jima paren. Major 

General Curtis Lemay and his intelligence officer Colonel Garcia have pre¬ 
pared able factual and dramatic oresentation of the effectiveness of strategic 
air to date upon the war making capacity of JAPAN. They have also a reasonable 
projection of the further results to be reasonably expected from our continued 
air offensive against JAPAN. The expected results of the air offensive 
against GERMANY can now be specifically compared with the actual damage to 
German systems of objectives thru the data in the hands of the Dolier Group. 
Item am of the opinion that the JCS vd.ll find it most heloful for these ore- 
sentations be presented to the President. 


16 - - COMGEN /AIR (.ARNOLD) TO VfARCOS (PERSONAL FOR MARSHALL FRCM ARNOLD AT IWO JIMA) 

» 16 June Not in Communication files. 

. 1945 Eaker personally with Lemay should represent me at the conference to 

present the President with factual data available in the Marianas. Lemay is 
enroute to Washington nai and in view of his intimate knowledge of the local 
situation he should personally present the picture of 20th AF capabilities. It 
is of utmost importance that USASTAF Hdqtrs be established at once and that 
full support by everyone be given to that Headquarters for administrative, 
operations, supply and top priorities in shipping. Even though the President 
indicated that economy of time is comparatively unimportant, I am 
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ideration of the data to 
is earnestly requested* 


the air staff 


21 0105 C0M3RIFLT TC JINCI AC 0V . (HAL.-T TO HIlCTr) 


Till shortly be ore ajped to resent details of pro oeed 0 ’S rati one far 
your ooiisidsration. If agreeable to you I sh<m2d like to » ldt r* °® 

Sunday 24 June \dth Chief of Staff md 3 others returning LEm the folterin 
day. If approved request you send 'lane, 

22 0645 grcBTT TC CTS \Z API . (a PRIVATE FROM KRJU*. TO NIUITl) 

I do not think I can effeetiTely support the British Fleet later in 
the year unless I can now get on with the facilities ateed for at MANUS ted 
the use of Eagle Farm BRISBANE, 

From the examinations we hare made I do not bell see that we rtxmld in 
any way be hanrorin,- the insrlean war effort by using these 'laoee and I an. 
now in tho Tosition of endMVorlng to carry out your oneratianal reuirs^mit* 
whilst at the same ti/ne I do not seer to get the necessary eup-wt in ^ lo¬ 
gistic arran amenta. 

I cannot see what action to t"ke next and wotld be grateful for »wr 
advice and assistance as nqr o -eratianal Coroander in Chief, 

(juiT) 03 0235 cir’CB.T x clvc: ac ,ov. ( ^aiscuAi. fcr jyim.j. NT tv fhcv fr lsr) 

Changes in available ty of shi hi necessitates ay w>etponing W ^ili in 
DUKZ OF YORK until about tho beginning of August. 

I should still like to do this in order to see you and 'resent your 
decoration on board. 

If you desire to see rae earlier I can always fly ait any tine you wiA 
but the x>st Tonement might be advantageous until after the fosthcaular es»» 
ferenees in 2URCFE* Pertiaru I could have your vIms and I will d» anything 
you desire. 


03 1300 




Ul 


CUC TC CINC AC ADV (ADf'TRAL KINO TC ACTUAL NIiriT) 


Your comment is requested on the foliating aide memoirs from tteiral 

Somerville to mei _ 

■Item 1, In Admiral King's personal massage 092000 addressed to the 
First Sea Lord he states "such operations as are required by the WT in 
areas to the north will be su-norted by fleet anchorage and shore facilities 
now established or being established by the OS Fleet". The First .*• :«rd 
will be glad to be informed of the bases to which AAdral King refers, 

"Item 2. Till it be possible for the BFP to eee store houses a t the 
bases referred to in 1* Alternatively can we eactend eadetingresourSM at 
these bases with our orn constructional Tsreonnel • (Note* 3000 are av«llab> 
in AUSTRALTA or on 'assage to AUSTRALIA who oold build storehouses, piers, 
roads, etc. IT ay are not rui^ne^ to gene U^s^slrfiel dsbut^ sen repair and 
maintain airstrips), - p t «* *| ^tv*} ~ 3249 
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1 July (Guam date) 



DECLASSIFIED 


r\ 


GABILAN (SS 252) tracked, properly illuminated hospital ship approximately 
300 miles southeast of TOKYO, suspected to be enroute to MARCUS or '.TAKE. 


For the third successive day there have been almost no plane sightings of 
ships among south KOREAN Islands. 

Two more submarine contacts are reported; one by a merchantman southeast of 
the MARIANAS near yesterday’s PC contact, the other near PAHECE VELA by a PC escorting 
a convoy* 

TF 31 dissolved this date and all local defense functions assumed by Commander 
RYUKYUS. TF 32 remains in the area as covering force. Composition 3 OBB, CA/CL and 
escorting destroyers. CTF 32 has overall command of other 3rdFlt forces in the area, 
including TF 39 (Mine Flotilla), TG 30.5 (Search and Recco. Group - FAW l), and unit 
of 30.9 (Logistics Support Group). TF 38 departed LEYTE today for exercises prepara¬ 
tory to extended operations. 

573 B-29s were over the Empire last night on bombing and mining missions. 

159 aircraft struck KUMAMOTO, 136 aircraft hit SHUIONOSEKI, 100 aircraft were over 
UBE and 154 bombed KUKE. One plane was lost enroute to the target, 6 of the crew 
have been reported rescued. 24 3-29s mined the east entrance to the SHIMONOSEKI 
STRAITS; the NANAO and FUSHIKI areas were also mined. 

142 Mustangs attempted to strike the NAGOYA airfields. HAMAMATSU was the only 
field hit due to bad weather conditions over the other targets. 12 aircraft from the 
same group hit HAMASHIMA seaplane base destroying 1 hangar, 1 SCL, 4 SD; other light 
vessels were damaged. 2 planes were lost, 1 pilot rescued. 

In the RYUKYUS on the 1st 21 B-25s bombed CHIRM airfield in southern KYUSHU, 
P-47s on continuous CAP over KYUSHU destroyed 4 seaplanes and flamed 1 Betty. Neutral¬ 
ization raids were carried out against other islands in the RYUKYU chain. 

7 P-47s escorted by 1 Privateer left 1 DD and 1 medium freighter binning in 
HANGCHOW BAY. 2 3000-ton freighters were damaged off the SIT coast of KYUSHU. 

FAW 1 planes sank 2 smal l ships and damaged 1 in the YELL0.7 SEA. 

During June search planes of the 7thFlt destroyed 161 ships totalling 30,320 
tons and damaged 209 totalling 25,435 tons. In addition 9 enemy aircraft were destroy¬ 
ed. 


Enemy aircraft destroyed in the POA since 18 March (18 Mar. - 30 June, Incl) 
total 4,941. 5 enemy planes destroyed by TG 99.2 since 1 July. 

COMPHIBSPAC 271435 (pink) outlines tentative agreement with FEAF and 5th AF 
for employment of Marine Air Warning Squadrons in OLYMPIC. 


UINCPAC ADV 010151 (pink) outlines action to be taken to alleviate critical 
backlog of shipping at OKINAWA. 

COMHAWSEAFRON 010500 (pink) recommends category of defense of HAWAIIAN ISLANDS 
be reduced to Category of Defense A with modifications. 

CriCPOA ADV 010842 directs that CTF 93' continue to have responsibility forj 
neutralization of Jap islands in the Central Pacific. 






2 July (Guam date) 




r\ 


Commanding Officer of SPROSTOM (DD 577) definitely claims sinking a midget 
submarine on 28 June. 

MURRAY (DD 576) is enroute to intercept and board Japanese hospital ship be¬ 
lieved to be TAKASAGO HARU. This vessel may be headihg for MAKE. Special air search 
has also been initiated. 

TF 3S is conducting exercises in PHILIPPINE SEA enroute to fueling rendezvous. 

TIGROI'IE arrived at GUAM with 23 survivors transferred to her from three other 
boats. Added to the record total of 28 survivors vrhich she earlier oicked up and dis¬ 
embarked at IWO, this makes a total rescue of 51 fliers brought in by one boat on one 
patrol. 


493 B-29s nit Empire industrial targets on 1 July. Fighter opposition was 
nil to 'weak at all targets. At UBE fires were visible to 125 miles on withdrawal. 

A 24 plane CAP maintained continuously over southern KYUSHU during daylight 
on the 2nd shot down 4 Zekes and 4 Tonys. 

FAW 1 planes off western KYUSHU probably sank 1 SAS and 3 SD on the 1st; on 
the 2nd 1 SC was destroyed off KUNSAN and 1 SD damaged. In attacks near CHUSAN ISLAM) 
7 P-47s escorted by a PB4Y-2 destroyed 1 SA, left 1 FTC burning and damaged 1 enemy 
aircraft on the ground. From 25 June to 1 July inclusive planes of FAW 1 sank 15,230 
tons of enemy shipping and damaged 9,510 tons. The cumulative totals are 137,875 tons 
sunk, 138.400 tons damaged, with 37 enemy aircraft destroyed and 26 enerry aircraft 
damaged. During the week 3 PB4Y-2s vdth crews were lost, 

TAF planes, in addition to KYUSHU and CHINA Coast attacks, continued hitting 
ISHIGAKI and Kim airfields. MAG-31 is now at CHIMU Field and MAG-14 is at AWASE 
Field, both on OKINAWA. 

CIUCAFPAC 3014.07 recommends to JCS continuation of existing Area Petroleum 
Officers to control theater petroleum requirements. 

RICHARDSON 012010 announces that effective 1 July ComGenPOA-ComGen Hawaiian 
Department assumes the title ComGenAFMidPac. 

CHICPAC ADV 020021 directs MURRAY (DD 576) to intercept and board hospital 
ship suspected enroute to WAKE. 

CINCP0A ADV 020255 (pink) recommends ComPhibsPac and ComGen 6th Any be 
charged jointly with embarkation of OLYMPIC land forces. 

CIMCFOA ADV 020908 (pink) expresses no objection to designation of 7th and 
27th Divisions in OKINAWA as GHQ. reserve for OLYMPIC. 

CINCPAC ADV 020913 (pink) requests CIUCAFPAC * s concurrence in proposal for 
providing Port Director Units at all ports in KYUSHU. 


















3 July (Guam date) 

LAP GW (SS 260) sighted a hosrdtal ship headed for CHICHI JIM on 2 July. 

The evening of 2 July approximately 275 miles NUN of WAKE a party from USS 
MURRAY boarded the Jap AH TAKASAGO : 'ARU enroute to WAKE and finding no reason to 
detain her directed her to continue her voyage. 

The night of 3 July 434 B-29s hit TOKUSHIMA, KOCHI, TAKAMATSU and HB5SJI. 
Photographs taken on the 2nd show the following ^rcentage destruction of built up 
areas which were attacked on the 29th viith incendiaries: HOJI 28.8^, HOBEOKA 36$?, 
SASEBO 17.9fo and SHIHONOSEKI ?>£>%* In the 4 targets here assessed, total destruction 
reported is 1.755 square miles, which is 28^ of the total built-up areas in the tar¬ 
gets. The assessment is not complete because of smoke. 

On 2 July 56 P-47s protected 5 photo PB4Ys over KYUSHU, driving off 18 Oscars 
after they had damaged 1 Liberator and wounded 2 crewmen. The 24 plane F4U CAP was 
over KYUSHU for 2 hours prior to noon, apparently, and not during all of daylight 
as planned. On 3 July 26 P-47s hit the Kanoya airfield control tower, strafing bar¬ 
racks and administration buildings, and firing 6 single-engine aircraft. 

Off TSUSHIMA ISLAND a FAW 1 Privateer destroyed 1 SD by bombing and strafing 
on the 2nd. On the 3rd 1 SD was sunk HE of SAISHU TO, and FAW 18 planes probably 
sank 1 and damaged 1 SD off HACKIJO JIHA. 

In attacks on the 2nd against SAKISHIM 1 TBM was shot down by MIYAKO AA. A 
Dumbo picked up all members of the crew. On the 3rd 32 F4Us hit ISHIGAKI, exploding 
1 single-engine enemy aircraft on the ground, and scoring a direct hit on a gun po¬ 
sition. 

MURRAY (DD 576) 031310 reports boarding the Jap AH TAKASAGO MARU and after 
examination directing her to proceed on her voyage. 



4 July (Guam date) 

TF 38 is enroute to its first rendezvous, with task groups exercising inde¬ 
pendently. Units of TG 30.8 departed MARIANAS enroute to rendezvous. TF 39 starts 
sweep of area "JUNEAU" tomorrow. TF 32 and CVE of TG 32.1 are in support. British 
oilers are enroute to their fueling rendezvous. 

On the 4th, approximately 820 planes were over the Empire on attack, escort, 
mining and reconnaissance missions. This total includes about 500 B-29s at TAKAMATSU, 
KOCHI, TOKUSHIMA and HIHSJI, 30 B-29s mining, 132 P-51s over TOKYO airfields, 32 
P-47s to KYUSHU, 48 P-51s scheduled for KYUSHU, and 104 filters scheduled to escort 
photo planes over KYUSHU (confirmation of last 2 missions have not been received). 

Enemy aircraft opposition to the P-51 strike was slight and only 1 Jap plane 
was shot down. On the ground 8 enemy aircraft were destroyed, 4 orobably destroyed 
and 20 damaged. 

On the 3rd 26 B-25s and 32 F4Us attacked CHIRAII drome and dispersal areas. 

48 P-51s of the 5th AF swept the western coast of KYUSHU, losing 1 plane. 

North of the YANGTZE i&VER mouth a convoy of 2 large DD, 1 small DD, 2 PC, 1 
FTC, 1 T3 was attacked on the 4th by 8 P-47s, 6 PBM and 2 Privateers. Rocket hits 
fired the small DD and strafing fired 1 PC and dai.mged 1 DD and the TB. PBf.ls fired 6 
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4 July (Guam date)(Cont'd) 

COM FEAF 040540 recommends that all air-sea rescue services from OKINAWA 
be operated by FEAF. 

CC8HNCH & CNO 041350 (pink) requests review of requirements for artificial 
harbors for CORONET. 



Fleet Admiral Nimitz returned to GUAM from the West Coast. 


5 July (Guam date) 

TAKASAGO !ARU departed WAKE at lo00/5th and was intercepted 24 hours later 
and boarded by MURRAY (DD 576). MURRAY reported that the ship had 974 patients, all 
bona fide. 490 were Navy, 434 Army. 155$ were tuberculosis, 14 men were wounded, and 
the rest were suffering from serious malnutrition. Estimated 155a would not survive 
the voyage. 25% might be restored to duty in 60 days. Host certain no stores were 
landed. Destination believed YOKASUKA. No allied personnel aboard. The ship was 
directed to continue her voyage. 

On the 4th 48 P-51s of the 5th AF swept KYUSHU, meeting no interception but 
some AA. 96 P-47s escorted 4 photo PB4Ys over KYUSHU through 8-10/10 clouds. There 
was no interception. On the 5th 32 P-51s of the 5th AF were over KYUSHU from 1200- 
1410, from 10,000 feet to the deck. 6 Georges intercepted, 4 of which were shot 
down, with the remaining 2 probably destroyed. There were no P-51 losses. 

26 B-29s laid 228 mines in the western entrance to SHIM0N0SEKI STRAITS, in 
MAIZURU and in FUNAKAWA HARBOR (NW HONSHU). 

103 P-51s struck TOKYO airfields on the 5th. On the ground 5 enemy aircraft 
were destroyed and 10 damaged. Hangars and installations were fired at SHIM0DATE, 
and small and medium shipping targets were damaged south of TOKYO BAY. There was no 
enemy air opposition. 2 P-51s were damaged by AA. 

3 pairs of Privateers roamed over southern and central KOREA, destroying or 
damaging 5 bridges, blocking 4 tunnels, destroyed 2 and damaged 4 locomotives, dunv- 
aged a power house, a radio station and 2 lighthouses. An FTD was sunk south of 
SAISHU TO. FAW 1 PBMs sank 1 300-ton AK off the YANGTZE and damaged a lighthouse 
and barracks with bombs. Off GOTO RETT0 (western KYUSHU) 1 SD was sunk and 1 damaged. 



30 F4Us hit OKINO-ERABU and 24 F4Us plus 18 TBMs hit Wan Airfield at KIKAI. 


6 July (Guam date) 

TAGASAKA MAEU now believed headed for YOKOSUKA rather than HOKKAIDO. However 
she started out on course 330 , soeed 15, and this course and speed was confirmed by 
a plane sighting at noon yesterday. 

TF 39, the Mine Flotilla in area JUNEAU, has been maintaining radio silence, 
and has apparently not been discovered. TF 32 has deployed in a covering position 
to the westward of OKINAWA* TF 38 will pass south of IWO tomorrow towards its fueling 
rendezvous on the 8th with TG 30.8. 


Sub sweep starts at 1900 tomorrow prior to run-in. 
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6 July (Guam date)(Corn'd) 


577 B-29s were over 5 Empire targets betrreen 0018 and 0342 on the 7th. 
Fighter opposition was nil to slight at all tar.gets and AA was generally nil to 
moderate. 


On the 6th 112 51s attacked TOKYO airfields for the 2nd day in succession. 

Again airborne opposition was light with claims 1-0-6. On the ground P-51s 
claim 6-1-9. 1 P-51 was lost and 7 damaged. 

PAW 18 planes destroyed 1 SD off SURUGA WAN, and left a second SD burning. 
FAT/ 1 planes sank 1 FTC and 1 FTD off SAISHU TO, exploded a gas dump on shore and 
shot down 1 Val. 

From OKXMAV/A 6 photo PB4Ys and 5 F—5s escorted by 136 F4Us and P—47s were 
weathered out of KYUSHU at 1300. The fighters then attacked a possible FTB, with 
possible damage and destroyed several small boats in the AJ.IAME Area. At 1730 35 
P-47s hit TCKUH0 damaging the runways, dispersal areas, and gun positions. 

C0M3RDFLT 030515 (pink) expresses intention to cariy out 10 July operation 
solely against aircraft but to strike NAGAT0 on 16-17 July. 

CINCAFPAC 031353 (pink) requests transfer of 7th AF effective 6 July, in¬ 
cluding 3 Long Range Fighter Groups. 

CGUSFCT 051200 (pink) comments to CINCPAC concerning NAPK0 operation for 
obtaining intelligence in KOREA. 

CINCP0A ADV 060553 (pink) requests CoraGenAAFPOA's comments on disposition 
of 20th AF fighters in the RYUKYUS. 

CINCP0A ADV 060554 (pink) concurs in transfer of 7th AF units not later than 

15 July. 


CINCPAC ADV 060617 requests that 1st Tferine Aircraft TTing be released to 
operational control of Com7thFlt immediately. 

CINCPOA ADV 060626 directs that all 7th AF units in OKINAWA report to CTG 
99.2 pending assignment to CINCAFPAC. 

CINCPAC ADV 060822 (pink) concurs in use of destroyers for FORT BAYARD project 
until about 15 September. 

CINCPAC ADV 060829 recommends to Cominch facilities at 
available to the British Pacific Fleet. 
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7 July (Guam date) 

GABILAN (SS 252) reports attacking an RO sub off TOKYO. 

Com3rdFlt has detached a destroyer, McDEKMUT (DD 677), with ComDesDiv 108 
embarked to search for and intercept the TAKASAGO MARU. She has orders to board, 
seal her radio, and escort her clear of our forces. CTF 94 has despatched planes to 
assist in the search. They have been directed to fly along an arc which represents 
line of position of ship at 15 knots from her last reported position. 

TF 39 has completed sweep of the first 12 miles of area JUNEAU without en¬ 
countering any mines. TF 32 remains in a covering position. TF 38 is at fueling 
rendezvous with TG 30.8. 

31 P-51s of the 5th AF, forced by weather to stay in the KAGOSHIMA BAY Area 
of KYUSHU, attacked locomotives and railroad cars. 6 photo FB4Ys, escorted by 128 
fighters, found KYUSHU overcast and got no pictures. 

FA17 1 planes damaged 5 SD south of SHANTUNG PENINSULA. Just west of SASEBO 
a Privateer, attacked by fighters, shot down 1 and then itself was shot down. Subse¬ 
quent search failed to locate survivors, and the SEA ROBIN, lifeguard in the area, 
believes the enemy has them. 

PBJs on the nights of 5/6th and 6/7th scored rocket hits on 4 300-foot un¬ 
identified vessels and 1 150-foot ship, all south and southeast of HONSHU. 

FM 18 planes during June sank 16,300 tons of enemy shipping and damaged or 
probably sank 11,150 tons more. They destroyed 8 eneny aircraft and probably destroy¬ 
ed or damaged 13 . 

12 F4Us in attacks on the SAKISHIMA GUNT0 on the 6th burned 3 planes on the 
ground. TAF planes burned four at T0KUN0 on the 7th out of 12 possibly operational 
planes seen. 

C0MINCH & CN0 071310 (pink) outlines RAF airfield construction 
requests CINCRAC to designate destination for 1st echelon, known as Sh: 
and time for movement of 2nd echelon, knovm as Vacuum Force. 

8 July (Guam date) 

TAKASAGO MARU was picked up by a search plane at 1005 8th at 32-10 N 157 E. 
Destroyer is on intercepting course. No report of her investigation received. 

Minesweepers of TF 39 are progressing in area JUNEAU about as scheduled. On 
the 7th 19 moored mines were swept and 5 floaters destroyed. All were found along 
the general line indicated by captured charts. 

166 TAF planes attacked OMURA airfield and installations. The 47 B-24s, 25 
B-25s and 94 P-47s hit AA positions, barracks, shops and dispersal areas with frag¬ 
mentation bombs and incendiaries. Many fires were started. 1 B-25 and 9 3-24s were 
holed by AA but all returned safely. 

In attacks on MIYAKO on the 7th 12 F4Us and 18 TBMs destroyed 2 twin-engine 
planes in a revetment. Other F4Us at ALIAM burned 4 of 11 SD and probably damaged 
the other 7. 3 float planes were strafed and 2 exploded. 
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8 July (Guam date) (Cone *d) 

CIITCPOA ADV 080301 (pink) contains proposed reorganization of FliilSeaFron 
and Com7thFlt in order to free the latter for OLYMPIC. 

CINCPCA ADV 030540 (pink) requests ComGenPOA and ComHawSeaFron recommenda¬ 
tions for reductions in the category of defense. 

G INC PAG ADV 080802 (pink) requests early determination by CIIICAFPAC of 
location of Naval Air Base in the RYUKYUS. 

CINCAFPAC 081059 (pinlc) concurs with CINCPAC 020913 concerning «« 

of Port Directors for OLYMPIC* 



9 July (Guam date) 

Mine sweeping operations in EAST CHINA SEA continue. TF 38 str dices TOKYO 
tomorrow. 

On the 9th 549 effective B-29s were over SENDAI, GIFU, YGKKAICHI, SAKAI and 
WAKAYAMA, bombing with incendiaries. On the same date 30 3-29s mined the SHUIOIIOSEKL 
STRAITS. 

43 B-24s attacked 0MURA airfield with P-47 escort* The P-47s shot doim 10 
biplane trainers over western KYUSHU. 6l B-25s with 48 F4U escorts, weathered out of 
CHIRAN, attacked TOKUNO airfield and OKENO-ERABU with 43 tons of frag clusters. 48 
other F4Us, weathered out of KYUSHU, attacked KEKAI, AHAMI and TOKUNO. 

. On the 8th 114 P-51s attacked airfields in the TOKYO area meeting aggressive 
enemy fighter opposition. P-51s shot down 5 and destroyed 28 on the ground. 7 P-51s 
were lost, but 3 pilots rescued. 

2 Privateers of FAIT 1 broadcasting a description of their trip over CBS,sank 
2 SCS and 2 luggers, and damaged 1 SD and 2 more luggers off SW KOREA. West of SASEBO 
8 P-47s escorted by 1 Privateer, sank 1 FTC and damaged a 2nd and fired a 150-foot 
ship. The explosion of the FTC knocked down 1 P-47. The remaining P-47s were attack¬ 
ed by 8 Tojos and Georges and 1 P-47 was shot do.m. 1 Tojo was also shot down. 

FAIT 1 seaplanes on the 9th sank 1 SD south of SHANTUNG PENINSULA, and damaged 
a sm.i 11 FT. Fire from the latter vessel holed 1 search plane and wounded 5 members 
of the crew. 

C0M7THFLT 080200 concurs in CINCPAC 060829 concerning recommended facilities 
for BPF at MANUS. 

« 

CINCPAC ADV 080614 warns Con34dFlt that TAKASAGO I 'ARU has a short coal supply 
and that she should not be brought into a U.S. port. 

CIIICAFPAC 090057 (pink) objects to phrases in CINCPQA Joint Staff Study 
concerning transfer of command from Commander Amphibious Forces to ComGen Expedition¬ 
ary Troops. 

CINCPQA 090900 (pinlc) directs Com7thFlt to provide 2 LSTs for CIIICAFPAC 
headquarters ships. 



CINCPAC 090901 (pinlc) outlines naval organization ashore for OLYMPIC. 
CIITCPOA ADV 090907 (pinlc) recommends relocation of NOB KYUSHU from TAKASU 











10 July (Guam date) 






ComDesDiv 103 reported that he had taken the TAKASAGO NARU under escort 
and v. r as proceeding on a general southwesterly course clear of TF 38's operating area. 
He was directed to release her sometime between 1300 today ana 1800 tomorrow, to pro¬ 
ceed to YOKOSUKA. 


TF 39 is proceeding with their mine clearance without incident. 37 more mines 
swept and about one-third of the area covered. Force was snooped on the 5th and 6th; 

1 plane was shot down. 

ComServDiv 104 is shifting all facilities from KERANA to BUCKNER BAY. 

Forces from CHIHA are landing on 5 islands off the CHINA Coast in the north 
part of FORMOSA STRAITS; landings will continue through to the end of July. 

Com3rdFlt reports preliminary results of the 1st 3 of 7 strikes against TOKYO 
airfields on the 10th. Only 9 aircraft were seen airborne in the target area. Fhotos 
show 693 aircraft on 17 fields, with pilot reports adding 175 more on 7 additional 
fields, for a total of 368 on 24 fields. So far 72 eneny aircraft have been destroyed 
on the ground and 30 damaged. The 7T fuses were highly effective. The force was 
snooped about noon and 2 recco planes were splashed by our CAP. Our losses so far are 
1 F4U and 4 TBM. TF 3# will retire tonight to refuel and rendezvous with TF 37 tomor¬ 
row. 

109 P-51s hit airfields in the NAGCYA-OSAKA area on the 9th meeting 36 unag- 
gressive eneny fighters over OSAKA. The F-51s scored 12-4-10 in the air, and 4-0-1 
on the ground. 1 P-51 ’was lost and 5 damaged. On the 10th 102 P-51s hit airfields 
in the KGBE-OSAKA .Area shooting down 1 airborne enemy aircraft and scoring 13-0-4 on 
the ground. 3 P-5Is were lost. 


On the 9th 43 B-24s with 6 P-47 escorts attacked 01IURA airfield starting 3 
fires. On the 10th 41 P-51s attempted to sweep KYUSHU, but weather prevented. 1 
P-51 was lost. 

On the 9th Privateers in TSUSHIMA STRAIT sank 2 SD and left a 3rd burning, 
beached 1 lugger and sank 1. In SV. r KOREA 2 phosphate plants were bombed. FA.7 13 
Liberators slightly damaged 1 125-ft picket boat and seriously damaged 1 FTB E of 
HONSHU at 36-13 N. FA7 1 planes, from 2-8 July inclusive, sank 8,780 tons of enemy 
shipping and damaged 1,040 tons, destroyed 4 enemy planes and damaged 3. Since arrival 
in the area FA .1 1 planes have sunk 159 seagoing ships for 145,650 tons, damaged 194 
for 138,980 tons, destroyed 41 enemy aircraft and damaged 29. 

COMGENAAFPOA 090347 concurs in transfer of Ildqtrs. 7th AF to FEAF with de¬ 
tailed recommendations to folio 1 ,/. 

CINCPOA ADV 100055 directs transfer of operational of 7th AF and temporarily 
of 20th AF units in HYUKYUS to FEAF. 

CINCPCA ADV 100218 (pink) comments on CIKCAFPAC 090215 concerning coordination 
of air forces. 

CINCPOA ADV 100238 (pink) provides tentative deployment of Privateer squadrons 
following OLYMPIC . 

USAFPAC 100417 (pink) requests 14th AF intelligence information for purposes 
of coordination of operations between FEAF and 14th AF. 

CDJCAFPAC 100601 directs ConGenAFklidPac to review requirements for service 
troops in rear areas with a view to their reduction. 

CINCPOA ADV 100743 (pink) requests that ComGen CHINA provide CTF23 withT^-y^l 
officers familiar with CHINA situation. v 
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11 July (Guam date) 
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ComDesDiv 108 reported releasing TAKASAGO LIARU at 24-5711 150-05E at 1000/1 
on the 10th with orders to proceed to YOKOSUKA. After release she was tracked at 14 
knots, but subsequent sightings indicate a speed of advance of only 9 knots. 

TF 32 is scheduled to fuel on the 12th. At 1400 it will depart frail fueling 
rendezvous for the run-in to northern HONSHU. CTG 94.1 lias extended sectors from 1.70 
which run east of HONSHU to a maximum distance of 1120 miles and is running a barrier 
patrol between the force and JAPAN. 


43 B-24s weathered out of KYUSHU on the 10th hit KAKI. 59 escorting P-47s 
ran into accurate Ail which killed 2 pilots and forced 3 others to ditch. 62 B-25s 
bombed R0NCHI . 1 B-25 was lost as a result of a mid-air collision. 42 escorting 

F4Us strafed KIKAI and knocked out 5 AA positions. Accurate AA IdLlled 1 pilot, forced 
a 2nd to ditch and a 3rd to belly land at base. 


O 0n the 11th bad weather over K0KUBU and MHAKQN0J0 caused 150 F4Us and 9 TBLIs 
to hit MIYAZAKI Airfield, starting large fires. 54 F4Us and 9 TBLIs weathered out of 
KANOYA EAST hit IIIUJO Airfield in the TANEGA SHIMA. 


On the 10th FA T .7 13 planes left 1 of 2 1000-ton FTD dead in the water. 

FAN IB planes on the 11th damaged 2 picket boats at 39-00 N, 141-55E; FAW 1 planes 
sank 1 SC and fired 1 SD in TSUSHIMA STRAIT. 



29 B-29s laid 260 mines on the 9th. 1 B-29 was lost, believed shot down by AA 
in the target area. 

Photos taken on the 11th show the.Maruzen Oil Refinery at WAKAYAMA to have 
been 95/o destroyed by the attack of the 6th-7th. 


CINCPOA ’EARL 030335 (pink) requests CIHCAFPAG and CC :GEN CHULA to comment 
on NAPKO project. 



CINCPOA ADV 060325 constitutes Comdt. NOB OKINAWA as administrative senior 
for all naval activities in the OKINAWA Group. 

CINCPAC ADV HOI46 (pink) is OpPlan 4-45 for TF 95 for interruption of eneny 
shipping on CHINA Coast and in the EAST CHINA SEA. 


CINCPAC ADV 110153 (pink) forms TF 95 composed of CruDivs 12 and 16. 


CINCPOA ADV 110628 requests reply from CINCAFPAC concerning NAPKO. 


CINCPAC ADV 110653 (wink) concerns destinations of units made available to 
CINCAFPAC from POA. 






COMNAVGROUP CIIUIA 110752 (pink) proposes to provide CTF 95 with Chinese 
interpreters. 

CINCPAC ADV 110827 (pink) cancels OpPlan 2-45 for defense of West Coast 
against Japanese carrier task force. 

CINCPAC ADV 110323 lists ports and installations in the SEA CF JAPAN where 
heavy shipping traffic may be expected. 


CINCPAC ADV 110832 (pinlc) requests 
date plans for the capture of WAKE. 


ComGenFMFPac to prepare and keep up to 












12 July (Guam. date) 
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Task Force 38 will be in position to strike northern HONSHU and HOKKAIDO 
on the no min: of the 13th. 

Mine Flotilla continues sweeping in area JUNEAU. Almost half of the field 
has been covered. A total of 152 moored mines have been swept and 21 floaters sighted. 

526 B-29s attacked Empire targets on the night of 12/13 July. 42 B-25s of 
a group of 5o attacked Kanoya drome on the 12th through the clouds with 16 hitting 
other targets. 64 F4Us flew cover. 47 3-24s found TSUIKE closed in and hit WAN 
airfield on ICLKAI with 1451 frags. Results were unobserved. 6l F-47 escorts hit 
TANSGA and KIKAI. VF(N) in the RYUKYU3 splashed 1 Sally at 0420. 

From 2345-0415 on the night of 11/12th 1 PBM of FAW 1 made 4 runs over 
SHANGHAI at 600 feet and dropped 9 100-lb. bombs and 3 fire bombs at 6 TB and FT tied 
up at the docks. No hits observed. The city was dimmed out. 

Privateers of FAW 1 on the east coast of KYUSHU on the 12th destroyed 1 
factory, heavily damaged a second when the boiler blew up, knocked out 1 span of a 
railroad bridge, burned 1 passenger train and 2 locomotives. AA holed both planes. 

1 SD was destroyed north of SHANGHAI. 

CINCAFPAC 090215 (pink) outlines differences between CINCAFPAC and CINCPAC 
relative to air coordination and other matters. 

CINCAFPAC UI425 (pink) explains how elements of the 1st Marine Air Wing 
came to be assigned to Royal Australian Air Force in the northern SOLOMONS. 

COM FEAF 112140 (pink) directs ComGenFEAF immediately on transfer of 7th AF 
to undertake neutralisation and destruction of all enemy air forces west of 135 F. 

00MNCH & CHC 112159 (pink) contains Cominch's modified proposal for division 
of control of OKINAWA between the Army and Navy. 

CINCPAC ADV 112336 (pink) requests CINCAFPAC to undertake appropriate strikes 
on SHANGHAI air bases in support of TF 95. 

CINCPAC ADV 120217 (pink) consents to movement of SHIELD and VACUUM Forces 
to OKINAWA. 

CINCPAC ADV 120446 (pink) recommends the establishment of certain communication 
facilities between Headquarters Soviet Far East Command with GUAM. 

CIHCPOA ADV 120535 directs that the IsCom OKINAWA proceed with construction of 
ATC facilities at Naha. 

CINCPAC ADV 120726 proposes that 1st MAW arrangements stand until MANILA con¬ 
ference on 20 July. 

CINCPOA ADV 120723 (pink) concurs in minutes of 21 June conference on radio 
intelligence plan subject to specified qualifications. 

CINCPOA ADV 120314 requests DepCom 20 and ComGenFOA to inform CINCAFPAC in 
detail concerning Arny units required in support of 20th Ail' . once. 
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12 July (Guam date)(Cont’d) 

CG USFCT 121000 (pink) stipulates that all attacks on targets in CHINA Theater 
be cleared v/ith GG CHINA Theater and that only precision bcmibing of urban targets 
be undertaken. 

CG USFCT 121015 (oink) requests comment concerning FORT BAYARD project. 

CEICAF. .iC 121159 (pink) invites CINCPAC and DepCora 20th AF to attend confer¬ 
ence at MANILA 17 July v.ith CHINA Theater representatives concerning deception plan. 



13 July (Guam date) 

Com3rdFlt reported that TF 33 on the morning of the 14th was attacking north¬ 
ern HONSHU and HOKKAIDO, having effected complete surprise* 

The Mine Flotilla on the 13th swept 43 more mines and departed the operating 
area for BUCKNER BAT for logistics* Sweeping will be resumed on the 19th, and is now 
two days ahead of schedule. 

32 P-51s swept KYUSHU on the 12th meeting no interception* They strafed 
and damaged 1 SC, several small boats, and several airfields* 

The Tactical Air Force, KYUKYUS, was dissolved as of 140001, (CTG 99*2 
130808). 7th AF units (B-24, B-25, A-26 and F-5) temporarily assigned to the TAF 
now report to ComFEAF for operational control, as do 20th AF units (P-47) temporarily 
assigned to TAF* All Marine units report to the 2nd Marine Air Wing for operational 
control* The 2nd MAW ncwr assumes the designation of TG 99*2* 

Enemy aircraft destroyed in the POA since 18 March: 18 March - 30 June 
inclusive - 4,941; 1 July - 13 July:- TF 33 74, TF 37 0, TF 93 79, TG 30.5 4, 

20th AAF 0, TF 94 0, TG 99.2 30; total 187. 

OOMINCH & CNO 112135 (pink) directs CINCPAC to submit by dispatch proposals 
for reorganization of naval forces in the southwest Pacific* 

MACARTHUR 130731 (pink) directs ComAUied Air Forces, subject to concurrence 
of ComGen CHINA, to strike targets in SHANGHAI area in support of TF 95. 

CINCPOA ADV 130744 requests CcntfthFlt to submit a list of projects hot yet 
completed but which are necessary for development of naval aviation in the PHILIPPINES 
during the war* 

CINCPAC ADV 130749 (pink) consents on JCS 1406/2 which concerns the transfer 
of command of the RYUKYUS to CINCAFPAC* 

CINCPAC ADV 130751 (pink) in reply to COMINCH 112135 recommends reorganization 
of naval forces in the Southwest Pacific* 

CINCAFPAC 130851 (pink) concurs in relocation of Naval Base from TAKASU to 
west coast of KAGASHIMA WAN north of YAMAGAWA KO. 

CINCPAC ADV 130901 (pink) submits reconmendations to CCMNCH covering carrier 
air group complements during early 1946* 
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13 July (Guam date)(Cont»d) 

RICHARDSON 131033 (pink) reconmends against reduction or modification of 
category of defense in the HAWAIIAN ISLANDS* 

CINCAFPAC I 3 I 3 O 9 (pink) recommends postponement of MANILA meeting to 1 August 
in order that General Spaatz may be present* 

CINCAFPAC 1313H (pink) concurs in CINCPAC 120726 concerning operational 
control of the 1st Marine Air Wing* 

RUNNER 131320 (pink) reports results of mine reconnaissance off the SE Coast 
of KYUSHU. 



14 July (Guam date) 

Attacks on northern HONSHU and HOKKAIDO were carried out on the 14th 
by planes of TF 38. Extensive damage to shipping and docks. 

At noon, bombardment Group ABLE (TU 34*8.1) bombarded KAMAISHl for 
2 hours. The steel mill there was demolished. Coke ovens were hit and burning 
furiously. The entire area was covered with dense smoke rising thousands of feet 
above the city, making detailed assessment of damage difficult. 1 plane crashed 
in the harbor. 

In the afternoon, ContfrdFlest detached CruDiv 16 (R.Adra. Jones in PASADENA, 
SPRINGFIELD, ASTORIA, WIIKES-BARHE) and 6 DD of DesRon 25 for a night speed 
anti-shipping sweep along the coast between 39N and 40N* 

Part of Bombardment Group BAKER (TU 34*8*2), consisting of IWO, WISCONSIN 
and MISSOURI, plus 7 DD of DesRon 54, 'was detached early this morning to bombard 
MURORAN. Primary target assigned is the steel and iron mills. Secondary target 
is the coal liquefaction plant. 

Weather hampered plane strikes — the only field not completely closed 
in was Obihiro. Partial flash reports show 24 eneny aircraft destroyed on the 
ground 62 damaged, mostly at Matsushima, Matsuda and Misawa fields in 
northern Honshu. 1 snooper was shot down 85 miles from the force. 


In attacks on shipping the following resulted: 


Total - 15 


Destroyed 

2 train ferries at sea 
ID small AK 

1 ODD 

2 picket boats 


Damaged 
1 train ferry 

4 medium tankers 

1 medium AP 

5 medium AK 
8 small AK 

2 DE 
1 PC 
1 tug 

1 lugger 


Total - 24 
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14 July (Guam dateHcontM) 


Dock facilities at Hakodate, and railroad yards and rolling stock in 
southern Hokkaido were heavily damaged, with 27 locomotives destroyed. 

Final reports of TF 38 strikes on the Tokyo Plains area on the 10th show 
109 enemy aircraft destroyed on the ground and 231 damaged. 

Photographs taken on the 10th of 65 airfields in the TOKYO area show 
1791 operational planes (1478 single-engine, 313 twin-engine). The planes were 
extensively camouflaged and dispersed as much as 5 miles from runways, with 
existing roads used for taxiways. 

On the 10th 1160 combat sorties expended 434 tons of bombs and 1648 rockets. 

Our losses were 17 planes, 10 in combat and 7 operationally, with 7 pilots 
and 6 aircrewmen lost. 

In the RYUKYUS one Betty was shot deem at 21,000 feet, 50 miles north¬ 
west of OKINAWA. 

The TAF, now dissolved, destroyed 625 airborne eneny aircraft from 7 April 
to 13 July, 496 by two Marine Air Wing planes, and 129 by AAF 301st Fighter Wing 
Planes. 29 were probably destroyed, 9 ships were destroyed and 37 damaged. 

ComGenAir 091442 (pink) requests comments of ComGen FEAF concerning 
absorbing the 7th Air Force by 5th and 13th Air Forces. 

100450 (pink) 

ComGenAAFPOA/suspends any presentation of the "numbered Air Force 
proposal to Admiral Nimitz." 

Com7thFleet 120014 (pink) comments to CINCAFPAC concerning reorganization 
of the 7th Fleet prior to OLYMPIC. 

WARCOS 122019 (pink) requests that MANILA conference be deferred in order 
that General Spaatz may attend. 

ComGenFSAF 122215 (pink) recommends that ?th Filter Wing take over 
administration of Air Force units in Hawaii and that 7th Air Force be retained 
in existence under ComGen FEAF. 

ContfrdFleet 132105 (pink) constitutes annex A-l Op-Plan 9-45 movement and 
attack schedule 21 July through 8 August. 

Com3rdFleet 132122 summarizes 3rd Fleet operations off TOKYO on 10 July. 

Com3rdFleet 132145 (pink) outlines coordination required in support of 
operations from 21 July through 8 August. 

Cincpac Advance 140255 (pink) proposes conference at Guam about 20 July 
concerning occupation of JAPAN, 


Cincpac Advance 140256 (pink) concurs in postponement of Manila conference 
to 1 August and inquires whether conference will be on staff level or between 
commands themselves. 32c 2 
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14 July (Guam date)(cont , d) 

Com3rdFleet 140425 constitutes Op-Order for shipping sweep by TG 35*3 
consisting of CruDiv 17 and DesRon 25 plus three destroyers* 

Cincpoa Advance 140901 (pink) requests CinCAFPac DepCom 20 and CTF 93 
to provide coordination required by Com3rdFleet. 



15 July (Guam date) 


Tf 38 completed second day's strike on northern HONSHU and HOKKAIDO, and is 
retired to southeast to rendezvous with oilers and TF 37* (See air summary for 
results of air strikes. 

No report of the shipping sweep by CruDiv 17* 

Bombardment of MURMON met no airborne or surface opposition. At the 
NIHON Steel Plant there were terrific explosions and fires. At the WINDISHI Iron 
Works many buildings were demolished or on fire. 

On the 14th, in addition to bombardment support, TF 58 flew over 600 strike 
sorties. Airfields and shipping were the principle targets, ranging from SENDAI 
to NEklURO. Only 2 airborne enemy aircraft were seen, both Bettys, and 1 was shot 
down, the other damaged. Most of the destruction was on northern HONSHU fields, 
especially MATSUSHIMA, MASUDA, and HACHXNOE. Airfields in western HOKKAIDO were 
totally closed in. 

In attacks on shipping 23 ships and 25 barges were sunk (for 41,000 tens) 
including 5 of 7 railroad ferries. 

Ships damaged totalled 24 plus 3 luggers for 43»000 tons* 

On the ground 30 locomotives were destroyed and 16 damaged, and heavy 
damage was inflicted on 6 trains, numerous warehouses, wharves, factories, hangars, 
barracks, railroad yards, and bridges. A large part of-KUSHIRO was burned out. 


Our combat losses ware 9 planes, 3 crewmen, and no pilots. 


On the 15th the 1st 3 strikes, all that are so far reported, were carried 
out again in weather that closed all but a few fields. There was no airborne 
opposition. 4 Jap planes were destroyed on the ground and 1 was damaged. 

9 ships and 6 small craft totalling 12,000 tons were sunk. 

9 ships and 30 small craft for 12,000 tons were damaged. 

IO5 p_5ls attacked NAGoIA airfield on the 15th meeting a few unagressive 
Jap airborne planes. Score in the air was 4 planes destroyed, and on the ground 
9 destroyed. AA destroyed 3 B-51s. 

15 Privateers of FAW-1. in attacks around the coasts of KOREA sank 1 SCS 



30 cars. 
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6 Privateers of FAW-1, scheduled to attack SHANGHAI shipping the ni^it 
of the 15th, from fragmentary inflight reports apparently set a refinery and 
several ships afire, and returned with 4 of the planes seriously damaged. 

COMGEN FMFPAC 142133 (pink) outlines troop requirements considered 
necessary for capture of 7/AKE. 

CINCPAC ADVANCE 150728 (pink) directs CTF 38 Op-Flan 2-45 be modified 
to comply with Cincpac directives making eneny combatant vessels at TOKYO BAY 
primary targets. 

CINCPAC ADVANCE 150549 to CINC BFF agrees to facilities at MANUS to be 
made available to British Pacific Fleet. 

CINCPAC ADVANCE 150722 directs ComSubPac to make 4 submarines available 
for lifeguard duty in the RYUKYUS. 

CINCPAC ADVANCE 150725 passes CINCAFPAC 111425, 131311 and CINCPAC. 
120726 concerning 1 August conference and operational control of First Marine 
Air Wing. 

CINCPAC ADVANCE 15072? directs Com2ndCarTF serial 00211 of 26 June be 
modified to assign shipping as primary objective of 3rd Fleet- 



16 July (Guam date) 

At 0747 yesterday a plane of TG 30.6 saw and attacked a submarine at 34N 
151E, scoring one hit before the sub submerged. Escorts from the group were 
ordered to the scene. Flanes tracked until LAWRENCE C. TAYLOR (DE415) gained 
contact at 1138. The DE fired a full hedgehog pattern, making several hits 
followed by 2 violent explosions. Much debris recovered. This is a definite 
sinking. 

TF 95 also sorties on the 16th for sweep along the East China Coast. 

All 5th AF missions at OKINAWA except 1 were cancelled because of weather. 

3 p— 51*8 provided cover for a lifeguard sub and then swept Southern KYUSHU, shoot¬ 
ing down 1 George caught taking off from KUMAMOTO. 

100 P-51's were over NAGOYA airfields on the 16th where they met 74 enemy 
aircraft. 1 P-51 was lost over the target, and 1 operationally. The VF encounters 
were 15,000 feet to the deck, from KUMDZU to YOKKAICHI and west to the mountains. 

Inflight reports from FAW-18 planes on the 16th indicate the sinking of 
1 coastal patrol boat off KII SUIDO and the destruction of 2 SD south of HONSHU. 
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16 July (Guam date) 

CGUSFCT 121145 (pink) outlines estimated requirements for construction 
troops, port companies for PORT BAYARD operation. 

CINCPOA ADVANCE 160141 (pink) concurs in Richardsons 150946 concerning 
designation of an air force for operation under ComGenPOA. 

CINCAFPAC 160247 (pink) indicates that garrison beach parties are 
required at all beaches on KYUSHU. 

COMGEN USASTAF 160727 (pink) indicates strategic air force requirements 
for construction troops in MARIANAS and RYUKYUS and numbers that can be released 
for other operations. 

COMGEN AF 20 160830 (pink) comments on Com3rdFleet 132145 in expressing 
intention to continue attacks on primary targets. 

C0M3RDFLEET 162013 (pink) acknowledges CINCPOA 150728 directing modification 
CTF 38 Op-Order to include eneny warships as primary targets. 

RICHARDSON 150150 outlines requirements for construction troops for 
support of 20th Air Force. 

USASTAF 151401 announces establishment of Headquarters USASTAF effective 
160001 July. 

RICHARDSON 160001 constitutes general order nuntoer 7 establishing 
Army Air Forces Middle Pacific commanded by Major General James E. Parker. 

CINCPAC ADVANCE 160138 requests that RICHARDSON 150150 be brought to 
the personal attention of Admiral King. 

CINCPOA ADVANCE 160149 requests that ComGen USASTAF handle informally 
such matters as require action pending the designation of a headquarters under 
ComGenPOA for Army Air Forces. 

CINCPOA ADVANCE 160155 informs CominCh that agreements with Air Marshall 
Lloyd contemplated use of British engineers for development of KUME. 

CINCAFPAC 160249 outlines proposed air operations by FEAF in support 
of 3rd Fleet. 

CINCPAC ADVANCE 160853 passes to ISCOM OKINAWA GHQSWPA 071329 concerning 
the accreditation of War Correspondents. 


CINCAFPAC 161121 expresses intention to retain operational 

7th Fleet. 



rol of 
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17 July (Guam date) 


Summary of 3rd Fleet operations 14th-15th: 

966 combat sorties flcwn 
I 40 ships of 71,000 tons sunk 
235 ships of 88,000 tons damaged 
37 aircraft destroyed on ground 
45 aircraft damaged on ground 
24 planes, ID pilots 8 crewmen lost in combat 
18 planes lost operationally 
84 locomotives destroyed; 45 damaged 
No airborne opposition 

Coastal industrial targets extensively destroyed or damaged. 

Bombardment Group ,f B" plus a British Task Unit consisting of the 
KING GEORGE V and escorts, bombarded the HITACHI area. Due to low overcast, 
there was no air spot and results were unobserved. 

Hunting for better weather on the 18th TF 38 launching point has been 
shifted to the south. 

TF 32, TF 39, and probably TF 95, are operating to the eastward of 
OKINAWA in an attempt to avoid the hurricane. 

These forces have been removed from operational control of Com 
3rd Fleet and are directly under CinCPac. 

About 380 planes from the 5th and 7th Air Forces and from the 2nd 
MAW attacked KYUSHU targets on the 16th damaging several locomotives, bridges 
and small craft. 

From these attacks 1 F4U is reported missing and 1 P-47 was ditched. 

FAW-1 planes on the 17th sank 1 trawler and damaged 5 SD, 1 SCL, 
and 1 tug, and FAW-18 planes sank fishing boat at HAHA JIMA. 

.q-Sng iA FBJ's scored 2 rocket hits in a 200 foot repair vessel at the 
north end of KAGOSHIMA BAY, and 2 more in a 170 foot vessel in SUO NADA. 

FAW-1 planes, during the week of 9 through l£ July, sank 1440 tons and 
damaged 2940 tons of enemy shipping. 

FAW-18 planes from 1 through 17 July sank 27 ships, all under 150 feet, 
and probably sank or damaged 45 tor 11,000 tons. 

28 B-29s laid 252 mines at RASHIN, GEUSAN, KINAN and PUSAN, 


3266 

















CINCPOA ADVANCE 170523 (pink) requests comment from CINCAFPAC 
proposal to have ComGenTEN report to CINCAFPAC new for planning CORCNET 
and to be released from operational control about 1 December. 

CINCAFPAC 170717 (pink) indicates August 1 conference was to be 
on staff level. 

COM FEAF 171725 (pink) directs FEAF ADVCN to continue operations 
in support of 3rd Fleet. 

CINCPAC ADVANCE 170031 reaves Com3rdFleet of operational control 
of TF 32, 39 and 95. 

CINCPOA ADVANCE outlines to COMINCH proposal of accreditation of 
correspondents to CINCAFPAC, 20th AIR FORCE and CINCPOA. 

CINCPAC ADVANCE 170342 proposes to transfer to CINCAFPAC AAF POA 
units with exception of those committed to defense of the RYUKYUS and JCC 
OKINAWA. 


CINCPAC ADVANCE 170524 indicates KERAMA RETTO will be used as 
an emergency anchorage and that Military control be maintained. 

CINCPAC ADVANCE 170539 directs TF 94 to assume responsibility 
of neutralization of central CAROLINES, MARCUS and oONINS. 


18 July (Guam Date) 

All assigned targets of TF 38 in the TOKYO area were weathered in on the 
17th. Few targets of opportunity were attacked and minor damage was inflicted 
on shipping and ground installations. TF 37 aircraft operated to the north in 
somewhat better weather and destroyed 13 eneny aircraft on the ground and damaged 
installations at NIIGATA, MASUDA and NATSU SHIMA. On the morning of the 18th 
TF 38 reconnoitered the TOKYO AREA and by afternoon launched heavy strikes against 
warships at YOKOSUKA. In the face of the most intense flak yet seen the targets 
were well hit but smoke and fires prevented damage assessment. At noon on the 
18th Com3rdFleet formed TG 35.4 with CruDiv 18 less 2 ships and DesRon 62 less 
1 ship. This force proceeded at high speed to MOJIMA SAKL and conducted minor 
bombardment retiring to the east to rejoin TF 38. Poor visibility obscured 
results and no shipping was found. 

From OKINAWA 40 F4Us of second Marine Air Wing attacked MIYAK0N0J0. 

On the 18th from OKINAWA P 51s damaged boats and docks at MIYAZAKI on KYUSHU 
and scored 12 direct hits on a 10,000 ton AK at AMAHI leaving it down by the 
stern, afire and probably aground. 

27 B-29s conducted mining operations at SEISHIN and FUSHIKI-NANAO. FAW 1 
probably sank an FTC in TSUSHIMA STRAITS and sank 2 luggers south oT SHANTUNG. 
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18 July (Guam Date)(Cont'd) 

CTF 99 VIA JCC OKINAWA 120918 amends his 120042 concerning aircraft 
of 2nd Marine Air Wing to be made available to COMGEN FEAF. 

CINCFOA ADVANCE 180822 requests that CNO, COMGEN ASF and CINCAFPAC 
hereafter furnish timely notice of ships destined for OKINAWA in order that back 
log of cargo now afloat with discharge at OKINAWA may be controlled. 

C0M3RDFLEET 171356 (pink) reports operations of TF 38 and TF 37 of 
17 July off TOKYO. 

CINCPOA ADVANCE 180651 (pink) designates to CINCAFPAC elements to 
comprise the First Marine Air Wing for OLYMPIC. 

CINCPOA ADVANCE 180703 (pink) requests recommendations of C0M7THFLEET 
and CQMPHIBSPAC concerning petroleum logistics to be provided by C0MSERV7'HiFLSET 
at MANILA. 

C0M3RDFLEET 180912 reports additional results of operations of TF’s 
38 and 37 on 17 July. 

C0M3RDFLEET 181033 reports operations of 18 July off TOKYO. 

JSC 181200 (pink) requests CINCPOA comments on proposal to provide an 
artificial harbor for protection of small craft in lieu of artificial harbor 
for ocean-going vessels. 

CINCPAC ADVANCE 181255 comments on JCS 15041Y concerning joint com¬ 
munication board for coordination of communication matters in PQA. 

CTG 35.4 181545 reports results of bombardment of NOJIMA 
night of 18 July. 

19 July (Guam Date) 

Ships in BUCKNER BAY were ordered to leave port yesterday evening and 
operate to the south of OKINAWA. TF 39 and TF 32 are still at sea. TF 39 will 
return to BUCKNER BAY after storm passes, fuel and resume sweeping, probably the 
24th. TF 95 is south of OKINAWA but will commence their EAST CHINA SEA operations 
tomorrow. 



561 effective B-29s attacked 5 EMPIRE targets the night of 19 July. 

96 P-51s attacked NAGOYA area airfields on the 19th, meeting only slight enemy 
fighter opposition. There were only 11 VF encounters and eneny pilots attempted 
to evade. P-51s claim 9 eneny aircraft shot down. Few planes were observed on 
NAGOYA airfields - several were apparently empty. 2 eneny aircraft were destroyed 
on the ground. 77 P-5Is attacked southern KYUSHU targets, damaging several 
locomotives and box cars, and scoring 2 hits on a large AK in NAZE HARBOR. FAW-1 
sank 7 SD off west central KOREA, and damaged 2 others. 3 Jap VF attacked without 
success. Off SAEKI a sub-chaser was damaged and an SD was damaged in BUNGO SUIDO. 
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19 July (Guam date)(Continued) 

FAW-18 planes left 1 SD sinking off SHIONCWAISAKI (HONSHU). PBJs hit 
a 400 foot AK and 175 foot patrol vessel in the south entrances to the INLAND SEA. 
The night of the 18th there were 6 raids on the OKINAWA area, with an estimated 
9 aircraft. No attacks have been reported on land targets. 2 HAW VF(N) shot 
down 2 JILLS to the north of OKINAWA, and later got 1 ZEKE, making 34 kills for 
VMF(N) 533, and 500 kills for the 2nd MAW since 7 April. WASP "Fuddle Operation" 
was conducted against WAKE on the 18th without incident. 

CINCPAC ADVANCE 182252 (pink) requests information from CINCAFPAC concerning 
the latest plan for action of Air Warning units on outlying positions. 

CINCAFPAC 190455 (pink) requests concurrence in proposal to change 
"Objective Area" with a radius of 120 miles centered on SATA MISAKI. 

CINCPAC ADVANCE 190513 (pink) attaches CVE ASW groups from 3rd Fleet 
and assigns them operational control CTF 94. 

CINCPOA ADVANCE 190647 (pink) releases to CINCAFPAC all coast artillery 
units in POA except units at PELEUU and OKINAWA. 

CINCAFPAC 190611 (pink) requests comment on proposal to move certain 
elements of 2 Armored Divisions from West Coast in amphibious lift. 

CINCAFPAC 19HL7 (pink) proposes to take no further action on CINCPOA 
170523 concerning release of ComGenTEN for CORONET. 

CINCAFPAC 191423 (pink) reiterates request to JCS for artificial harbor 
capable of sheltering ocean going vessels. 

CINCAFPAC 190533 (pink) expresses opinion that transfer of 7th Fleet 
and Manus may be accomplished subject to necessary arrangements wj +v ' - Tns 



concerning AUSTRALIAN and DUTCH interests. 


20 July (Guam Date) 

TF 37 and TF 38 complete their replenishment on 21 July and depart that 
night for their next strike. Com3rdFlt ordered DesRon 61 detached for a shipping 
sweep of SAGAMt WAN to take place the night of 22/23 July. DesDiv 113 also ordered 
detached for shipping sweep in the BONINS the same night. TF 95 enters the EAST 
CHINA SEA on 21 July and starts a sweep along the CHINA COAST. 

10 B-29s of the 509th Group bombed various EMPIRE targets on the 20th. 

Only 2 B-29s were lost in the 600 plane attacks on the night of the 19-20th. FAW- 
18 planes attacked 3 x 2000 ton FTCs on the eastern HONSHU COAST (37-40N), damaging 
1 by strafing. Off southeastern KYUSHU a PBJ caused an explosion in a 200 foot 
coaster. On OKINAWA on the 19th 3-4 bogeys were detected, but none closed. During 
alerts in the evening 2 eneny aircraft crashed on OKINAWA and 1 apparent suicider 
hit near the CHAS. J. BADGER (DD 657) in BUCKNER BAY. Three men were slightly 
injured by one of the land crashes, but no material damage was inflicted. 
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20 July (Guam Date)(Cont'd) 

COMFHIBSPAC 170550 (pink) requests overall approval of revised training 
schedule of amphibious troops for OLYMPIC, 

C0M3RDFLEET 201337 (pink) expresses intention to throw light force sweeps 
along EMPIRE COASTS at every opportunity, 

COMINCH AND CNO 201819 (pink) approves proposals and CINCFOAs 130751 for 
reorganization of 7th Fleet, 

CINCAFPAC 191119 (pink) agrees to receive British Corps Commander and 
accorapaning officers to arrive if practicable by 1 August, 

CINCPAC ADVANCE 192327 (pink) concurs with CINCAFPAC 191119 concerning 
British Corps Commanders and accompanying officers, 

C0MGENCHINA 200710 (pink) recommends holding conference at GUAM on or 
about 30 July concerning resources and requirements of CHINA THEATER, 

JOINT CHIEFS OF STAFF 201100 (pink) approves construction of an artificial 
harbor for CORONET, project to be a responsibility of Navy, 

JOINT CHIEFS OF STAFF 201108 (pink) defines directive of VICTORY 73 for 
division of responsibility at OKINAWA as applying only to the RYUKYUS, 



CINCP0A ADVANCE 190655 directs ComGen 10 to transfer Marine Aviation 
units on ASW search to Com Fair Wing 1, 

CQM7THFLEET 190702 lists air fields, control of which have been retained 
by Commander Allied Air Forces under CINCSWPA in accordance with Army directive 
similar to COMINCH AND CNO number 7. 

CINCPAC ADV 200114 expresses nonconcurrence in the establishment of 
naval NATS unit on HACTAN ISLAND, 

21 July (Guam Date) 

TF 37 and 38 are headed west for strikes on KURE KOBE AREA. Fuelling 
groups are following fast carriers to new fueling rendezvous south of HONSHU. 

TF 95 starts sweep north along coast of EAST CHINA on the 22nd. TF 32 has left 
BUCKNER BAY for a covering position north of area JUNEAU where minesweeping will 

soon be resumed by TF 39• __, r . .. ,, 

On the 20th 90 P-51's attacked airfields in the NAGOYA-OSAKA AREA, finding 

only 1 airborne enemy aircraft. 2 P-51's were lost to AA and 1 operationally. 

27 B-29's laid 214 mines in KOBE-OSAKA waters, in SHIMONOSEKI STRAITS, and in the 

GENSAN AREA. 
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21 July (Guam date)(Cont»d) 

WARCOS 202208 (pink) outlines logistic arrangements for provision 
of LCMs and naval escort craft in FORT BAYARD project. 

CINCPAC ADVANCE 210229 (pink) estimates from September 20 to October 
9 CV, 5 CVL will base ENIWETOK 6 CV, 2 CVL at LEYTE. After 10 October proportions 
will be approximately reversed placing British Pacific Fleet units at ENIWETOK. 


CINCPAC ADVANCE 210645 (pink) approves ComSubPac plan for minefield 
investigation. 

WARCOS 202209 (pink) proposes to place Lieutenant General Alvan C. 

Qinam command 13 Corps in charge of amphibious training of divisions for CORONET. 

CINCPAC ADVANCE 211808 (pink) requests Com7thFleet to implement OOMENCH 
directive 201819 concerning re-organization of the 7th Fleet. Ay 

22 July (Guam Date) 

Search planes from OKINAWA sighted a submarine surfaced southeast of AMAKL, 
at 0750 on tne 23rd and attempted to exchange recognition signals. At 1315 the 
same sub was sighted again and positively identified as enemy. A strike plane then 
attacked the sub which went down stem first leaving a persistent oil slick. Fhotos 
indicate the sub was similar to the German 1600 ton minelaying type. DesRon 61 
encountered a four ship convoy 5 miles south of MAJIMA SAKI at midnight, sank one 
medium and 1 cargo ship and damaged the escort* The Fast Carriers pass north 

of the BONINS this morning of the 23rd and start their run-in to their launching 
point for strikes on the KOBE-KURS Area. ComGen 10 reports that an unidentified 
plane over BUCKNER BAY early yesterday morning deopped a bomb or torpedo which 
hit the MARATHON (APA 200). Damage is under control. 

BB NAGATO - Superstructure badly damaged, unable to determine if she is 
on the bottom. 

1 DD, next to NAGATO, blown in half and sunk. 

1 ODD heavily damaged. 

1 Cable-Layer destroyed. 

3 small AK destroyed. 

7 MTB destroyed. 

DD converted to flak ship — stem blown off. 

4 luggers and. 2 small craft damaged. 

TAKASAGA MARU, anchored about 700 yards from NAGATO near 2 small combatant 
ships may possibly have been damaged. Our losses were 14 aircraft. 

Planes of TF 37 flew 51 combat sorties with no personnel losses against 
airfields in the north TOKYO area. They destroyed 13 eneny aircraft and damaged 
25 all on ghe ground. On the 22nd F-51s hit OSAKA airfields, sighting 4 airborne 
eneny aircraft, 1 was shot down. 1 Emily was destroyed on the water. Hangars, 
buildings and factories were damaged. AA destroyed 1 P-51, the ^as rescue • 

On the 23rd 77 effective B-29s attacked the UBE COAL LIQUEFACTION plant by radar. 
FAW-18 planes in SAGAMI BAY destroyed 1 SD and 6 barges, and probably destroyed 
2 SD. 1 EB4Y was reported having ditched. 
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22 July (Guam Date)(Cont ! d) 


COMINCH AND CNO 201303 (pink) (VICTCRY 135) proposes to establish special 
TG for construction of artificial harbor for OLYMPIC. 

COMINCH 212043 directs proposed Joint Communications Center Pacific, 
indicating the board will be advisory or not as may be determined by commanders 
concerned. 


COMGEN USASTAF 212250 (pink) announces that all USASTAF filters will be 
withdrawn from escort mission and given primary counter air force operations as 
required by Com3rdFleet in support of his Op-Plan 9-45• 

CINCPAC ADVANCE 220410 (pink) directs that Commodore Hartley as ComServ- 
Div 103 commands units of ServRon 10 at the objective during OLYMPIC. 

CINCP0A ADVANCE 220719 (pink) requests to CINCAFPAC that CCL1GEN FEAF 
refrain from issuing orders which directly or by implication attempt to control 
operations of the fleet and to make area assignments in the Pacific Ocean Areas. 

CINCF0A ADVANCE 220726 directs that joint cargo handling continue until 
each service can assume individual responsibility at OKINAWA. 

CINCP0A ADVANCE 220729 directs CTG 99.1 to reduce present force drastically 
to eliminate requests for barracks and garrison ships. 

COMFEAF 220731/1 (pink) requests that he be informed in advance of changes 
in operations of TF 95* 

CINCPOA ADVANCE 220742 (pink) approves procedure ComServFor 7th Fleet 
to provide petroleum logistics for OLYMPIC forces in MANILA AREA. 

CINCPAC ADVANCE 220839 (pink) amends OLYMPIC Warning Order by changing 
site of NOB to TARA-MISAKI . 

CINCPAC ADVANCE 220842 congratulates ComGen 10 and others concerned on 
high average rate of unloading cargo at OKINAWA. 

CINCPAC ADVANCE 220843 requests COMGENPOA to secure CINCAFPAC concurrence 
rather than CINCPAC for units destined for OKINAWA. 

CINCPOA ADVANCE 221040 (pink) concurs in COMGEN USASTAF 220715 outlining 
latter support of 3rd Fleet operations. 

CINCPAC ADVANCE 221149 (pink) announces modification of Op-Plan 4-45 
adding TF 95 in command of V.Adm. Oldendorf. 

CINCPAC ADVANCE 221150 (pink) directs that effective 250200 GCT TF 95 
w ill comprise TFs 32, 39, 95, TG 99.1, 30.5, TU 30.9*4. 


CINCPOA ADVANCE 221244 directs that COM MARIANAS transfer 147th Infantry 
to OKINAWA at the earliest and transfer of 206th AAA AW battalion to TWO JIMA 


- continued - 
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22 July (Guam Date)(Cont»d) 

C0M3KDFLEET 211300 constitutes action report covering operations off 
TOKYO 18 July. 

CINCPAC ADVANCE 221620 warns All Pac concerning encounters with friendly 
submarines at night. 

23 July (Guam Date) 

TF 95 reports first sweep conducted as planned. Force was snooped the 
evening of 21st on their approach, but no air attacks developed. Only contacts 
were small craft and junks. The junks turned out to be CHINESE and were not 
attacked. The force is due to arrive BUCKNER BAY this morning. TF 39 resumed 
minesweeping, and reports their buoys remained in position despite the storm 
with a few flags lost the only damage. 18 mines were swept. TF 92 completed 
their shipping sweep inside the KURILES, without results. The force left some¬ 
what earlier than planned due to being intensively snooped* On the evening of 
the 22nd the force bombarded the southeast coast of PARAMUSHIRO with undetermined 
results. BARB (SS 220) reports 4 frigates patrolling off LA FEROUSE and its 
approaches. On the 18th she fired 1 torpedo and sank one of the four. Early 
yesterday a demolition party was landed and placed a 55 pound charge under the 
railroad which runs along the coast of KARAFUTO. BARG states •’while boats were 
returning at 0147K train arrived on schedule and blew sky high." 

Planes of TF 38 attacked KURE at dawn on the 24th, achieving surprise. 
Targets are combatant naval strength at KURE. 645 B-29's were airborne for strikes 
against OSAKA - NAGOYA targets. 258 planes of the FEAF (37 B-25|s, 81 P-51's, 
y,n p_47»s) attacked shipping in the SHANGHAI AREA on the 22nd sinking two 
ships and damaging 11. In addition to the 2 ships destroyed and 11 damaged, 
numerous small craft were destroyed or damaged. There was no AA and no inter¬ 
ception. A coastwatcher near AMOY reports that 7th Fleet search planes on 
12-14 July killed at least 120 Jap troops. The estimate of kills beyond this 
figure is unknown because of Japs burning the bodies and burying the bones. 

There were no CHINESE casualties. 

General Chamberlain G-3 Headquarters CINCAFPAC, Brigadier General 
Dumas G-3 Headquarters COMGEN TEN and others attended conference at Advance 
Headquarters Commander In Chief, Pacific Fleet, GUAM, from 20th to 24th July 1945• 

ADMIRALTY 202253 announces CCS decision that from 1 June Admiralty re¬ 
places COMINCH as effective agent for dealing with FRENCH NAVY. 

CINCPAC ADVANCE 210825 authorizes jointly accredited correspondents in 
POA to transmit over ary facilities available to the press on material which has 
been cleared by cognisant censors. 

JCS 211338 announces approval petroleum supply procedure outlined by 
CINCAFPAC CX 22431 of 30 June, concurred in CINCPAC 032041 of July. 

COMINCH AND CNO 221915 (pink) outlines JAVAMAN project in support of 
OLYMPIC and indicates that certain Naval support will be required. 
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23 July (Guam Date)(Cont*d) 


COMINUH AND (JWO 221921 (pink) describes JAVAMAN project. 

CINCPAC ADVANCE 230903 (pink) directs CominPac to continue sweeping 
area JUNEAU. 

CINCPAC ADVANCE 231226 (pink) requests comment from CINCAFPAC on CB 
requirements for construction of Marine Fields on KYUSHU* 

fJ 

24 July (Guam Date) 

On the 24th planes of TF 38 struck the RiPIRE from northern KYUSHU 
through the INALND SEA to NAGOYA, with combatant shipping- at KUHE as the primary 
target. An incomplete report from the first 3 of 7 strikes for TF 38 shows the 
follcwins results: 

8 enemy aircraft shot down 
11 destroyed on ground 



Ship damage at KURE : 

CA TONE ) - hit with many bombs and left 

CL 0Y0D0) - burning badly 

ISE CLASS BRxCV at north tip KURAHASHI hit twice. 

ISE CLASS BEtxCV) 

CA AOBA ) - hit with unknown results. 

Large CV at south end MTSAKO hit with 3 x 1000 pounders. 

BB HARUNA as yet unlocated. 

CruDiv 17 and 7 destroyers of DesRon 53 conducted a sweep across the mouth 
of KH SU3D0. On their way in they made contact with and sank a small vessel, 
probably a picket. No other contacts were made, but the force bombarded the 
KUSHIMOTO seaplane base, the SHIONOMI SAKE landing field, and the radio station 
at UWANO HANTO. 


Partial reports of B-29 strikes on 7 targets indicate that 625 planes 
were airborne, and that 1 B-29 was lost over OSAKA. In addition the above, ID 
B-29s of the 509th Wing attacked targets in SUMITOMO, KOBE and YOKKAICHI. From 
OKINAWA 2 groups of B-24s escorted by 32 P-51s strike TSUIKI, and 48 P-51s sweep 
KYUSHU. On the 23d FAW-1 Privateers shot down 1 Topsy and 1 Tojo, sank 1 SD, 
set fire to 2 SCS, and damaged 3 SD, and on the 24th damaged 1 SC and 1 SD. 
FAW-18 planes destroyed 1 SD off HAMAMATSU, and 2 x 135 foot Dies®}, sea trucks 

in the ISE BAY, south of NAGOYA. minmiTT T 

Conmander of a task unit consisting of 7 LST's escorted by UNDERHILL 
(DE 682) 4 PC, 3 SC and 1 PCE reported UNDERHILL was probably completely 

completely destroyed by a submarine at 19-20N 126-42E. ComPhilSeaFron estimates 
there are three submarines in the vicinity and has despatched numerous ASW ships 

to the nei^iborhood. • ^ 00 

Com3rdFleet reports that during the last replenishment period TF 38 




received from the logistic support group: 
6369 tons of ammunition 
379,157 barrels of fuel oil 
1635 tons stores and provisions^ 

TF 39 continued sweeping in JUNEAU. 

- continued - 


99 replacement aircraft 
yp ? replacement personnel 

29 mines destroyed yesterday. 
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JULY (GOT] 

24 July (Guam Date)(Cont»d) 


COMGENCHINA 231321 (pink) announces plan to arrive at GUAM 6 August 
for conference. 

CNO 232105 (pink) announces approval of JIC 153/20 which approved 
records of OAHU mapping conference 25-29 May. 


COMFNIBSPAC 24 OI 4 O (pink) requests C0M5THF LEE T to submit to CINCPAC 
for approval assembly dates for PHIBSPAC forces for OLYMPIC with emphisis on 
early assembly for indoctrination and training. 

CINCPAC ADVANCE 240317 (pink) approves memorandum for record 23 July 
concerning partitioning of 0KINA5YA and agrees, on receipt of CINCAFPAC, to direct 
COMGEN TEN to report to CINCAFPAC 1200 31 July. 


C0HBATR0N-1 240325 (pink) announces organization of Task Force 95. 

CINCPAC ADVANCE 240636 (pink) requests from COMINCH copy of JCS 659/3 
and information as to JCS decision placing Air Sea Rescue responsibility on 
area Commanders. 


CINCPAC ADVANCE 240844 (pink) modifies OLYMPIC Warning Order by 
directing that MANOSE RIVER CUB will remain in support of 5th Phib Corps. 


CINCPAC ADVANCE 240850 (pink) directs Rear Admiral Low to conduct 
shipping sweep EAST CHINA SEA. 

CINCAFPAC 241349 (pink) concurs in CINCPAC 220742 concerning procedure 
for provision of petroleum logistics by SERVON 7 in MANILA AREA. 

25 July (Guam Date) 

After meeting poor weather over priority targets in the INLAND SEA on 
the 25th TF 38 and 37 departed to the southward to replenish. 

TF 38 heavy strikes on the primary targets on 25 July were weathered 
out. Fragmentary reports on targets of opportunity shew 18 aircraft destroyed on 
the ground and about 20 damaged, mostly at MIHO and YON AGO. 1 Myrt was shot down 
over the force. Several small vessels were attacked. The ISE, reported moderately 
damaged on the 24th, was hit again and a violent explosion followed. Final reports 
for TF 38's attacks on the 24th show the following damage inflicted: 

18 enemy aircraft shot down (3 over force, 15 over target). 

21 destroyed on ground, 53 damaged. 

Kure warships were damaged as follows: 


Heavily damaged 

BE}- x C V HYUGA 

CA TONE 

CV OF KUMA CLASS 
CV AMAGI 


Moderately Damaged 

CL 0Y0D0 

CV KASURAGI 
BB x CV ISE 
CA AOBA 
AG SETTSU 


Slightly Damaged 

B3 HARUNA 
CVL HOSHO 
CV ASO 
OCA ? 


- continued - 
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july (gct) 

25 July (Guam Date)(Cont*d) 

Outside of KURE waters 3 D^ were damaged, 1 midget sub was strafed, and 
the CVE KIYO was hit by 2 rockets. 


Merchant Shipping 


Sunk 

1 medium AK* 1 medium AO 
3 small AK 1 tug 
5 luggers 


Damaged 
3 medium AK* 
7 small AK 
Many luggers 


* 1 sank, 2 damaged by night hecklers. 


An incomplete account of ground damage shows 9 locomotives destroyed 


and 5 damaged; HAMAMATSU had 3 warehouses and a power plant burned, and a small 
factory plus 2 radio stations destroyed. Shop buildings, oil stores, and factories 
were destroyed or damaged at TOYOHASHI (West of HAMAMATSU), KUSHIMOTO(southwest 
tip of HONSHU), ITAME, TANABE, YOHATE, KISATO (all OSAKA), YONAGO (MIHO), and 
OKAYAMA. Our losses will be reported later. Final report shows that TF 37 planes 
destroyed 21 enemy aircraft and damaged 57 on the ground, and inflicted the 
following damage to shipping. 


Damaged 


Probably Sunk 


Sunk 

1 medium AK 

4 small AK 

5 junks 


1 ODD 

1 train ferry 

2 large AK 


1 KOBE type CVE 
1 SCS 
1 junk 


3 medium AK 

4 small AK 

40 small craft 
2 ships on shipways. 

In attacks on ground targets in north and east SHIKOKU and in the 


OKAYAMA-FUKUYAMA area of southern HONSHU hangars and airfield installations were 
destroyed or damaged, and damage was inflicted on flak positions, factories, radio 
and radar stations. TF 37 lost 8 aircraft to AA and 11 operationally. 9 pilots 
and 3 crewmen were lost. On the 24th 81-P51s hit NAGOYA airfields in 2 groups. 
Strafing and rocketing destroyed 1 locomotive and 1 wooden building; damaged 12-15 
railroad cars, a railroad bridge, a radar station, a radio tower, a small factory 
and 7 or 8 buildings. 2-3 SD left burning in SURUGA WAN. 2 P-51s were damaged 
by flak. From OKINAWA 120 B-24s attacked KIANGWAN drome at SHANGHAI on the 24th. 
54 P-47s and 32 P-51s attacked shipping in the YANGTZE RIVER, hitting 1 PG with 
a 500 pound bomb, damaged 3 FTD, and burning 1 S division ship 

JCS 241824 (pink) (V-273) proposes plan for coordination of U.S. Navy 
and Air operations when and if RUSSIA enters the war against JAPAN. 

COMINCH AND CNO 241722 (pink) cancels previous directive requiring that 
definite number of Cruisers, Destroyers and Submarines be maintained in 7th Fleet. 

CINCPAC ADVANCE 250425 (pink) outlines proposed Seaplane operations 
during OLYMPIC. 


- continued - 
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25 Judy (Guam Date)(Cont»d) 

CINCPAC ADVANCE 250904(pink) comments on COlflNCH 241824 concerning 
division of operating areas with RUSSIAN Forces. 

CINCPAC ADVANCE 250907 (pink) outlines plan function for COMSERVDIV 
103 in objective area during OLYMPIC. 

CINCAFPAC 251009 (pink) concurs in JCS V-273 concerning division of 
operating areas with RUSSIAN Forces. 

CINCAFPAC 251011 (pink) approves memorandum for record of 23 July 
with one change. 

CINCAFPAC 251431 (pink) requests CINCPAC concurrence in JAVAMAN project. 

» CINCPAC ADVANCE 250726 explains proposed coordination of VLR strikes 
with operations of Fast Carriers. 

CINCPAC ADVANCE 250908 outlines views on location of major NATS 
base in the PHILIPPINES. 

CINCPAC ADVANCE 250905 (pink) directs that CRUDIV 5 be prepared 
immediately for service in NORPAC. 


JULY (GCT) 


26 July (Guam Date) 

Only sighting near scene of torpedoing of UNDERHILL was a sonar contact 
by BARTON (DD 722) which dropped a full pattern on a good sonar contact at 15-33 N 
127-21E at 261628/1, causing a slight oil slick. Mership ADELPHI VICTORY reported 
this morning that two torpedoes were fired at her and missed, 200 miles east of 
ENIWETOK. TF 37 and TF 38 complete their replenishment at noon on 27 July and head 
north for their launching position on the 28th. TG 95•2 is proceeding north for 
a sweep off SHANGHAI. TG 95.3 is providing cover for the minesweeping group in 
area JUNEAU. CVE planes are providing cover for TG 95.2. 

On the 25th 76 B-29s hit the HAYAMA and MITSUBISHI oil refineries at 
KAWASUKA. 1 B-29 is missing. 352 effective B-29s attacked MATSUYAMA, TOKUYAMA 
and OMf'A on the 27th. 2 Privateers of FAW 1 (VPB 124) are missing from a patrol 

up the west coast of KOREA. Ramming tactics by Jap fighters are suspected. This 
squadron since its arrival at OKINAWA on 16 June (40 days) has lost 9 planes and 
6 complete crews. FAW 1 planes aank 1 SCS in TSUSHIMA STRAITS on the 25th and on 
the 26th sank 1 SD in the same area. FAW 18 planes sank 1 SD in SAGAMI WAN, and 
damafeed 6 fishing vessels at 33 - 43 , 136-00. PBJs scored 2 rocket hits on each of 
2 small vessels off the HONSHU Coast. 

JOINT SECURITY CONTROL 261514 (pink) outlines plans for implementation 

of PASTEL. 

CINCPAC ADVANCE 261225 (pink) requests comment from COHNORPAC and 
CINCPOA PEARL concerning concerning method of exercising control of OSS office 
in NORPAC. 
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26 July (Guam Date)(Cont*d) 

CINCAFPAC of 22 July COMINCH 251652 PASSED TO CINCPAC ADVANCE (pink) 
reiterates recommendation against establishment of Joint Communication Board 
in the Pacific Theater. 

0 

CINCPOA ADVANCE 26151 announces transfer of all U.S. Army forces in 
the RYUKYUS, except USASTAF forces, to CINCAFPAC 1200 31 July. 

CINCPOA ADVANCE 260145 congratulates COMGEN TEN and COMGEN 24th Corps 
for their successful accomplishments of their missions under CINCPOA. 


JULY (GCT) 



CINCPAC ADVANCE 260249 recommends to CCMINCH that office of Deputy 
of C0M7THFLEET be abolished. 

CINCPAC ADVANCE 260722 directs COMCAR DIVS 23 and 26 proceed 
immediately to ENIWETOK and report to CINCPAC for duty. 


CINCPAC ADVANCE 260827 directs COMAIRPAC to have thorough physical 
examination of Read Admirals GUNTHER and A.C. Davis. 

CINCPAC ADVANCE 260824 recommends that work on Cruisers 1 to 10 be 
limited to essential repairs. 




O 

O' 


CINCPAC ADVANCE 261228 announces the establishment of Air Sea Rescue 
JUNKS along EAST CHINA COAST and directs that action be taken to prevent their 
being attacked by our forces. 

CINCPOA ADVANCE 261244 delegates responsibility for Air Sea Rescue 
to COMHAWSEAFRON, COMMARGHS, COM MARIANAS and to COMFAIRWING 1 in their respective 
areas of operation. 

CINCPOA ADVANCE 261414 suggests that CHINESE be warned of danger of 
operating vessels of any kind in EAST CHINA coastal waters. 

CINCPAC ADVANCE 260723 directs the formation of TF 49 and its pre- 
prations for duty in NORPAC. 

WARCOS 1223367 (pink) outlines proposal for movement of ATC ATLANTIC 
facilities to PACIFIC with planned augmentation of PACIFIC facilities. 

COMINCH AND CNO 252104 (pink) quotes JCS 659/1 concerning theater 
responsibility for Air Sea Rescue. 

CGMGEN USASTAF 252256 (pink) concurs with JCS V-273 and recommends that 
targets lying along air boundaries be assigned to either RUSSIA or United States. 

CINCPOA ADVANCE 260149 (pink) directs COMGEN 10 to report to CINCAFPAC 
with all U.S. Army forces under his command effective 1200 31 July. 

CINCPAC ADVANCE 260150 (pink) concurs in CINCAFPAC 250847 concerning 
modification of memorandum for record of 23 July. 
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27 July (Guam Date) 


Planes on ASW patrol made possible contact with a submarine 200 miles 
NE of ENIWETOK, near where Mership ADELPHINE VICTORY reported yesterday that 
torpedoes were fired at her. TF 38 scheduled to repeat strikes against INLAND SEA- 
KOBE. TG 95.2 swept up to 32-30 N east of SHANGHAI last nighty and this morning 
are scheduled to be east of NINGFO on a southerly course. No contacts yet reported* 
Ait - cover for this group and for the minesweepers being provided by TG 95.3. On 
the 26th TG 95*4 completed sweeping the last few miles of the JUNEAU mine line. 
Clearance sweeps about 12 miles further SW, and check sweeps still further south 
are scheduled for today. Tomorrow a check sweep along the axis of the field will 
be started. 330 mines have been swept and 50 floaters sighted to date. 

TFs 37 and 38, in the KUKE-KOBE-NAGOYA areas on the 24th and 25th report 
destruction of 156 enemy aircraft and damage to 212. Of these TF 38 destroyed 132 
and damaged 146, TF 37 destroyed 24 and damaged 64. In addition TF 38 damaged 22 
warships for 258,000 tons, sank 62 vessels for 25,000 tons, damaged 120 other 
vessels for 60,000 tons, sank 1 medium and 6 small AK, a tug and 12 small craft, 
while TF 37 probably sank 1 CVE and 2 small AK and damaged 1 ODD, 1 train ferry, 

24 AKs a small tanker and 12 Corvettes. On the ground TF 38 destroyed 25 locomotives 
and damaged 11, and burned 40 hangars. During the 2 days TF 38 lost 64 aircraft, 30 
pilots, 17 aircrewman. Of these, 40 aircraft plus 25 pilots and 15 crewmen were 
combat losses. TF 37 lost 24 aircraft, plus 9 pilots and 3 aircrewmen. 10 of the 
aircraft were combat losses. Revision of TF 38 report for the 24th shows 2 
moderately damaged cruisers now classed as heavily damaged; addition of 1 unnamed 
CV to the heavily damaged column, addition to the slightly damaged column of 2 De, 

2 SS and the CVE KAIIO. 2 groups each consisting of 4 VT were intercepted and driven 
off by RAPCAP and night fighters. TF 37 planes shot down 3 and Tf 38 planes got 
one of these attackers. On the 25th a dumbo flew across HONSHU to rescue 2 pilots 
down off MIHO. Un his return he skillfully landed in the fleet formation out of 
gas. The personnel were taken aboard and the PBM s^nk. FAW-1 Privateers sank 10 
miscellaneous small craft, damaged one and shot down two enemy fighter planes. All 
FAW-1 planes returned safely. FAW 18 search planes destroyed 1 x 100 ft, picket boat 
sank 2 and damaged 4 fishing boats, left 1 x 85O ton TFD burning and sinking east 
of HONSHU at 37-28 N. 

COMINCH AND CNO 272111 (pink) outlines priority and method of providing 
communications and serological teams for RUSSIANS. 

COMGENAIR (POTSDAM) 261559 (pink) instructs USASTAF to prepare for re¬ 
arrangement of B-29 deployment in connection with planning in event of Japanese 
capitulation. 

CNO 261451 (pink) instructs CCMWESSEAFRON to expedite lend-lease transfer 
vessels under MILEPOST 

COMINCH 262020 (pink) instructs CINCPAC ADVANCE expedite delivery vessels 
for transfer under MILEPOST. 

CINCPOA PEARL 270019 (pink) recommends disapproval of proposed OWI 
station at ATTU. 

CINCPOA ADVANCE 270250 (pink) requests early complete information on 
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27 July (Guam Date)(Cont'd) 

CINCPOA ADVANCE 270253 (pink) recommends category of defense in the 
Hawaiian Group be reduced to category A. 

COMGENCHINA 270800 (pink) proposes occupation of WEICHOW ISLAND as 
preliminary to PORT BAYARD operation. 

CINCPOA ADVANCE 280108 (pink) instructs CQMAIRPAC, C0M3RDFLT, COMNORPAC 
and CQMSEHVPAC be prepared initiate operations outlined in CINCPAC OOO5O67 of 
May on short notice. 

CINCPAC ADVANCE 271317 sets forth changes in Task Organization and 
operational control of Navy units in OKINAWA. 

CINCPOA ADVANCE 270310 deals with shipping control in the Hawaiian Area 
contemplates disbanding JOSCO in October. 

CINCPOA ADVANCE 270312 instructs COM MARIANAS to transfer part of 206th 
AAA AW BN from SAIPAN to IWO JIMA. 

CINCAFPAC 261601 implements memorandum for record of CINCPAC-CINCAFPAC 
conference on transfer of control of U.S. held areas in the HYUKYUS. 

CINCPAC ADVANCE 270505 advises COMAIRPAC proposed transfer of 2 VPB 
squadrons to NORPAC must be expedited. 

CINCAFPAC 280457 (pink) requests COMGENAFMIDPAC to comment to Chief of 
Staff CINCAFPAC on CINCPAC proposals regarding Hawaiian Defense matters. 

COMPHIBSPAC 250740 (pink) assigns task of capturing islands for air 
warning and fighter director to South and Southwest of KYUSHU to 40th Infantry, 
158th RCT assigned task of securing northern TANEGA SHIMA if ordered. 

CINCPAC ADVANCE 280812 (pink) replies to COMGENCHINA proposal concerning 
ViEICHCW project. 

CINCAFPAC 280849 (pink) proposes abolition of theater area boundaries. 

COMPHIBSPAC 280835 (pink) outlines agreement between CINCAFPAC, CQMGEN 
6TH ARMY.on responsibility for loading OLYMPIC forces. 



28 July (Guam Date) 

After successful attacks in INLAND SEA the THIRD FLEET retired to south - 
east. Tonight a bombardment Group consisting of 3 SB's, 2 CA's, 10 DD's plus 
British Units will bombard the HAMAMATSU Area. Carriers are scheduled to strike 
in the TOKYO Plains Area tomorrow. TG 95.2 completed its sweep off SHANGHAI, ap¬ 
parently undetected. Its only contact was one small craft sunk by a destroyer of 
DesDiv 47. Submarines and Dumbos continued their splendid work. Four Subs picked 
up a total of seven pilots in theimmediate vicinity of the EMPIRE. Meanwhile, one 
Dubbo, having first picket up 2 carrier pilots off the HONSHU coast, landed in the 
INLAND SEA to rescue 5 survivors from a B-29 while the second picked up the pilots 
of 1 VF, 2 VT, 2 VB ^ the entire crew of a third Dumbo - 17 in all. _ r 
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JULY (GCT) 

28 July (Guam Date)(Cont'd) 

A flash report of the 1st 3 of 7 strikes by TF 38 planes on the KUHE- 
KOBE area on the 28th shows 19 airborne enemy aircraft destroyed and 75 enemy 
aircraft destroyed on ground. Left burning and heavily damaged were the BB HAHUNA, 
BBxCV ISE, CL OYODO, CA AOBA, and CA TUNE. Strike photographs showed the BBxCV 
HYUGA resting on the bottom from the 24th attacks, with the topeide well smashed 
and the deck amidships under water. The CVE KAIYO was again damaged. Also damaged 
were 12 miscellaneous light craft including 4 DU and 2 DE. 562 effective B-29's 
attacked 7 EMPIRE targets shortly after midnight, in fulfillment of the promise 
given the resident of 11 Japanese cities by radio and by leaflets in the previous 
24 hours. 7 B-24's from NORPAC put 15 tons of 500 lb. incendiary clusters on 
KATACKA NAVAL BASE. All planes returned safely. 

Admiral Sherman and party departed GUAM for MANILA conference, on 29th. 


29 July (Guam bate) 


Within the past two days every major unit of the Japanese Fleet except 
NAGATO has been sighted by aircraft - most of them sunk or immobilized. In 
addition to units attacked by THIRD FLEET carrier planes in the INLAND SEA, 2 
carriers were seen at SASEBO, and the 2 CA were seen in SINGAPORE. A force con¬ 
sisting of 3 BB, 2 CA and 10 DD from TF 38, and a British Unit including King 
George V and DD of TF 37 bombarded HAMAMATSU starting at 2320/1 last night. Only 
damage sustained was minor operational damage to two British Destroyers. TF 95 
sweeping in the JUNEAU area. Exploratory sweep of suspected field to the north 
was negative. In suicide attacks early on the 29th, CALLAGHAN (DD 792) was sunk 
and PRITCHETT (DD 56I) was damaged. Attacking planes were described as biplanes 
with non—retractible landing gear flimsily constructed of wood and fabric — probably 
obsolete or trainer planes - expertly piloted. A submarine rescued 7 men from a 
B-29 100 miles south of SHIKOKU, and a Dumbo from OKINAWA returned to the same 
place in INLAND SEA frcm which 5 B-29 aviators had been rescued the day before and 
rescued an additional officer. 


Amplifying reports from TF 38 increase the number of aircraft destroyed 
on the ground in the KURE-KOBE area by 36 planes to make a total of 111 and of 
aircraft damaged by 63 planes to a total of 114. Photos shew the CL OYuDO an OCA 
lying on their sides, 3 subs sunk, the BB HAHUNA beached and burning and the 
BBxCV HYUGA sunk, in addition CA AOBA battered and burning with guns silenced and 
stern on the bottom, the BBxCV ISE burning and apparently on the bottom, the CA 
TONE badly damaged (but she continued firing all day), of the two CVs present, 
the AMAGI and the KATSURAGI, one suffered tremendous explosion with debris to 
1,000 feet, while the other hit on prior attacks, appeared gutted. Final damage 
assessment awaits full photo coverage. Also damaged were one CVE, 6 DD/DE and 9 
minor craft. TG 38.3 failed to reach KUhE in the last strike but along the north¬ 
ern shore of the sUu NADA sank 23 miscellaneous smallcraft. one AH was attacked 
by mistake: 4 near misses left her down by the stem, on the ground 13 locomotives 
anri 4 oil cars were destroyed. FLanes of TF 37 in attacks on SHIKoiyu and central 
HONSHU, destroyed 8 enemy aircraft on the ground and damaged 26, sank 1 DD and 29 
other vessels of which 17 were junks, damaged 3 DD, 2 DE, 2 SS, 7 good sized 
merships and about 100 small craft. 
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JULY (GCT^ 

29 July (Guam Date)(Coni'd) 


Principal accomplishments of FEAF were the reported scoring of 5 or 6 
hits (including 3 or 4 1000-pounders) by 10 B-24s of the 5th AF on the CVE 
KATSURAGI, while 42 B-24s of the 7th AF claim 4 direct 1000-2000 lb hits and several 
near misses on the BB HARUNA. In addition KANOYA and KAGOSHIMA airdromes, KAGOSHIMA 
railway yards, and other miscellaneous targets in KYUSHU were attacked by B-24s 
A-26s, P-47s and TOKYO airfields were hit by 134 P-51s. 

CQMPHIBSPAC 280930 (pink) sets forth plan assembly for CQMPHIBSPAC 
forces for OLYMPIC. 

CINCPAC ADVANCE 280917 (pink) advises COMINCH that CINCPAC considers 
establishment OSS/OWI broadcasting station in ALEUTIANS undesirable. 

CINCBPF 290209 (pink) lists subjects which CINC BPF proposes to 
discuss at GUAM. 

CINCPAC ADVANCE 290525 (pink) instructs COMSEHVPAC, COMNORPAC and COM - 
MARIANAS take appropriate action in accordance with QOMINCH AND CNO 272111 in order 
to provide communications and aerological teams for RUSSIANS. 


30 July (Guam Date) 

A preliminary report for the 1st 4 of 6 scheduled attacks on E. HONSHU 
airfields states that few planes were seen over the target area and no airborne 
enemy opposition was encountered. 58 enemy aircraft were destroyed on the ground 
and 68 aircraft were damaged. Nests of 3 large subs and many midgets were dis¬ 
covered along the western coast of SAG AMI WAN, at ATAMI, TAGA, and SHIMODA. 2 
midgets were destroyed by rockets and 1 large SS, 6 midgets, 1 AS, and 1 PG were 
strafed. A special late afternoon strike was being sent against the sub nests. 
Other attacks on shipping at MAIZUHU, KCZE, and SAGAMI WAN restated in sinking of 
4 small craft and damage to CVE, 4 DE, 7 good sized me rs hips and 11 minor craft. 

The 1st 2 strikes of TF 37 were weathered out. On the 3rd attack 2 airborne enemy 
aircraft were destroyed while on the ground 5 enemy aircraft were destroyed and 5 
damaged. In attacks on shipping 1 lugger was sunk, several s mall craft were 
probably sunk, 3 DD, 4 DD and 6 small craft were damaged. A mi nimnm of 6 enemy 
aircraft approached the RYUKYUS in 5 raids, during which the CALLAGHAN (DD 792) was 
hit by a possible Kamikaze and sunk. A P-6l shot down 1 Betty, P6F's of the 2nd 
MAW shot down 2 and probably destroyed a 3rd Betty, and AA c lai med shooting down 2. 

Carriers completed strikes on shipping and air installations in the TOKYO 
Area and retired to the southward where they will start fueling today. On the 
night of 30-31 July ComDesRon 25 with 6 destroyers swept up into the head of SURUGA 
WAN and bombarded SHIMUZU town. Supplementary report of the previous might's bomb¬ 
ardment by 34.8.1 (Bombardment Group Able) lists serioud damage to Imperial RR 
workshop and the aircraft propeller plant of Japan Musical instr. Co. Prop. Plant 
and hits on the TENRYU RIVER BRIDGE and the railroad and roundhouse. No opposition 
was encountered. The JUNEAU Minesweeping Group has completed its sweep a day ahead 
of schedule and is retiring to BUCKNER BAY. A total of 343 mines were swept and 

61 floating mines destroyed. 
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30 July (Guam Date)(Cont'd) 

ANDAMAN SEA FoRCE operated off PHUKET, clearing minefields off PHUKET 
coliducting air strikes over the MALAY PENINSULA. One British minesweeper was sunk 
by a mine, another was hit and so damaged by a suicide plane that she had to be 
sunk by her own forces. British submarine sank several small craft in MALACCA 
STRAIT. A fighter pilot went down in mouth of SURUGU WAN. A Dumbo went after him 
and cracked up on landing. This left 9 in the water. Then a B-17 went in and 
dropped a boat. The survivior sailed out and were picket up by PETG (SS 265) 

There is no change in the reported status of major task fleet units. TheCVs 
AMAGI and KATSINAGI are apparently still afloat although large portions of their 
flight decks are missing. 


31 July (Guam Date) 

The Third Fleet is fueling today. Heavy ships of TF 95 replenished 
yesterday and are due to depart soon for shipping blockade off SHANGHAI. PENN¬ 
SYLVANIA (BB 36), CABOT (CVL 28) and escorting DD are scheduled to conduct training 
strike on WAKE today. Convoys enroute OKINAWA are splitting up and maneuvering to 
avoid the typhoon. ARD 21 has broken loose from her tug, but was reported riding 
well. Other tugs have been ordered to assist. 

Final report for TF 38 shows that 114 anemy aircraft were destroyed on 
the 30th and 101 were damaged. The afternoon strikes were chiefly on fields in the 
NAGOYA area, as TOKYO was closed in. In addition to previously reported shipping 
damage, one DD and one mership are reported sunk, and an old type CL, another DD 
and 4 miscellaneious merships damaged. One strike was carried out on 10 subs in 
SHIMODO KO, but results have not yet been reported. Un the ground 8 locomotives 
were destroyed and 4 damaged, bomb hits were scored and large fixes wexe started at 
the KANTO Special Steel Co and the JAPAN Intematiohal Aircraft Co both at MIRATSUKJ 
Strafed and rocketed were 2 radar station, 4 hangars, 17 factories and railroad 
cars and turntables. No report on our losses, nor on TF 37 results, is yet avail¬ 
able. 130 P-51s (excluding 12 lifeguard escort) attacked KOBE airfields. They saw 
only 7 enemy aircraft airborne, a.n too far away to attack. Only 14 enemy aircraft 
were observed on KOBE airfields. Low level strafing and rocketing destroyed 2 
locomotives and caused considerable damage to ground installations and harbor craft. 
In addition GMURA airfield was hit and fires started and 83, P-47s set the whole 
of SENDAI (KYUSHU) afire with napalm. Inflight reports from 6 Privateers of TG 
95.9 ordered to destroy the SEISEN RIVER bridge in northwest KOREA indicated that 
they destroyed the main bridge and 1 small bridge, destroyed 2 locomotives, strafed 
equipment on a new airfiedl there and coal mine b u i l dings and damaged 8 luggers. 
FAW-1 planes sank 6 small craft and most in TSUSHIMA STRAITS. FAiV-18 planes sank 
a mership and damaged 3 fishing boats. No reports from B-29s. 

C0M7THFLEET 300237 (pink) initial report on 30 July conference at MANILA. 
States MacArthur reaction to probable landing of Marines and advises possible need 
for 3 Marine Divisions. 

CINCPAC ADVANCE 3QI3O6 (pink) replies to initial report of 30 July con¬ 
ference. States nonconcurrance in defering landing of marines, naval officer on 
spot must have free hand to act. Limits availability of marines to 3 divisions. 
Requests saving clause in event of further JCS directive. 
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JULY - AUGUST (GCT) 


COMGENCHINA 310900 (pink) advises CINCPAC difficulties FORT BAYARD no 
more serious than initially envisaged. Will not require equipment jeopardizing 
OLYMPIC. WEICHOW ISLAND an alternate not an additional operation. 

COMINCH AND CNO 302029 (pink) advises that aerologicial plans outlined 
CINCPAC 1?OV ,A approved by SOVIETS and action initiated. 

CINCPOA ADVANCE 310810 (pink) refers to COMINCH AND CNO 302029 and 
instructs COMSERVFAC comply. 

1 August (Guam Date) 

Both TF 37 and 38 with their logistics support groups retired to the 
southward in search of bettet weather. They will fuel today and then depart for 
KYUSHU strikes on the third, a delay of one day. TF 95 also was inactive. Local 
HTUKYUS naval forces executed modified typhoon plan X, avoiding the storm to 
the south. Convoys in the Philippines Sea are finding better weather. ARD 21 
which broke loose from its tug, has been riding well, and her tug expects to be 
able to make up tow this morning. PENNSYLVANIA (BB 38) and CABOT (CVI^-28) com¬ 
pleted their triining strike on WAKR. Preliminary reports are 9 guns put out of 
action; 6 others damaged; distillation and power plants damaged; 1 dump burned. 
Light AA fire, moderate shore battery fire inside 10,000 yards. No personnel 
casualties. Two planes lost operationally. Gun director on PENNSYLVANIA hit. 
Report from HMS STYGIAN indicates that a small British submarine penetrated into 
SINGAPORE and exploded one of the heavy cruisers there. The mother submarine, 
which was waiting off HGVRSBORCUGH, commented: "Spectacle great. Consider cruiser 
was well-distributed over countryside. 

662 combat sorties were flown over the EMPIRE on the 31st hy units of 
the 5th and 7th Air Forces. Attacked NAGASAKI and KAGOSHIMA. Other planes sank 
5 small craft and damaged 13* 61 medium bombers dropped 72 tons of bombs on 

MIYAZAKI drome, and 64 mediums dropped 76 tons on KANOYA. All August 2 strikes 
by FEAF against airdromes and installations in KYUSHU have been cancelled because 
of weather. The 6 Privateers of FAW 1 amplyfying their previous report advise 
they made direct hits with half-ton bombs on the SEISEN RIVER bridge destroying 
1 span completely and causing it to fall into the river. 1 pier was slightly 
damaged. 774 effective B-29's attacked HACHIAJI, 10YAMA, NAGAOKA, MITO and the 
KAWASAKI PETROLEUM COMPLEX while 44 more (total 818) mined. Results are reported 
to have been good. Fighter opposition was nil to slight, and AA generally meager. 

CINCAFPAC 311509 (pink) requests instructions concerning operational 
control Headquarters 2nd Marine Air Wing. 

COMINCH AND CNO 011310 (pink) outlines proposed new boundary between 
United States, British areas and SWPA. 
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2 August (Guam Date) 


At about 1100/K yesterday a search plane from PELELIU sighted 30 survivors 
in the water at 11-30, 133-00, dropped a transmitter and emergency lifeboat. Later 
other survivors were seen in lifeboats. Dumbo planes were sent out with emergency 
equipment, ships were diverted to the scene, and other ships were sent out from 
ULITHI. By midnight several ship® were at the scene, and reported that the sur¬ 
vivors were from INDIANAPOLIS (CA 35) > stink on the night of the 29th. The SALAMAUA 
ASW Group made a sonar contact about 200 miles to thewest. The contact was not 
retained, but the search is continuing. Carriers and oilers are operating in the 
vicinity of 25-00 136-45, today, waiting for the weather to clear. 3rd ELeet 
strike on KYUSHU is tentatively planned for 5 August. Final reports of TF 38 for 
the strikes of 30 July in the TOKYO AREA: 1224 offensive sorties - 115 aircraft 
destroyed and 142 damaged, all on the ground; 20 vessels, totaling 20,000 tons sunk 
and 56, totaling 73,000 tons damaged. In addition considerable damage was inflicted 
on ground targets as previously reported. Our losses were 11 planes, 8 pilots, and 
3 aircrewmen, all in combat. Meanwhile TF 37 planes flew 188 offensive sorties; 
shot down 2 enemy planes, destroyed 7 and damaged 12 on the ground, sank one DD, 
damaged 5 DD and 5 D^ at a cost of 3 VF and 3 pilots in combat and 10 planes were 
lost operationally. 

Un the 1st 37 P-5ls and P-47s hit the KOBE-NAGCYA area meeting no 
airborne enemy aircraft, and observing few on the ground. They destroyed 1 loco¬ 
motive and damaged barracks and hangars at OKAZAKI, administration buildings at 
ITAMI, hangars at NAGOYA east. We lost 1 P-47 and 3 P-5ls; 1 pilot was observed 
to bail out; the other 3 are missing. FEAF planes flew 525 combat sorties on the 
1st. In attacks on shipping 1 mission of 24 B-25s (5th AF) destroyed 8 vessels 
and 2 luggers and damaged aT1 northwest KYUSHU. In other attacks on shipping 1 
small mership was destroyed, and 1 large AK plus 2 s ma ll AK were damaged. 4 P—51® 
(5thAF) on a VF sweep off KYUSHU, intercepted 16 Franks over TAKE SHIMA that were 
attacking B-24s. The P-5I3 shot down 4 Franks with no losses to themselves. 

23 B—24s (7th AF) dropped 51 tons on AM AMT and KAKEROMA, and were attacked by 
12-20 Jap VF, of which, 2 were destroyed and 1 damaged. 2 B-24s were damaged, 2 
men were killed, and 6 wounded. 

02 1500 

CECIL J. DOYLE (DE 368)/contains information concerning sinking of 
INDIANAPOLIS (CA 35). 

CINCPAC ADVANCE 020126 outlines CINCPAC views concerning proposal to 
establish Pacific Joint Communications Board. 

CINCAFFAC 020311 (pink) authenticates Sherman - Chamberlin - Lindsay 
1 August agreement for coordination of air operations. 

C0M7THELEET 020547 (pink) places Consnander Submarines advance base and 
recuperation both Navy 3002 to report to COMPHILSEAFRON for matters pertaining to 
defense, maintenance and construction. 

CINCPGA ADVANCE 020710 (pink) redesignates former ICEBERG reserve as 
MARIANAS OLYMPIC reserve, directs addressees to impliment and contains detailed 
instructions therefor. 
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- continued - 


AUGUST (GOT) 

2 August (Guam Date)(Cont’d) 


CINCPAC ADVANCE 021036 (pink) advises a special operation by 509th Bomb 
Group, instructs addressees no ships or aircraft of Pacific fleet to approch 
within 50 miles NAGASAKI, KOKUHA or HIROSHIMA immediately before, during and 
after time of strike (to be announced later). 


CINCPAC ADVANCE 021429 (pink) requests confirmation of assumption that all 
combat units British Pacific Fleet will be at CINCPAC disposal and of assumption 
that COlu'INCH will not object to practice raids against TRUK, WAKE and P0NAPE. ; 

3 August (Guam Date) 

Third Fleet is remaining in fueling area. OKINAWA based craft of TF 95 re¬ 
turned from typhoon plan sortie. No reports from TG 95.2 and TG 95.3 blockading 
SHANGHAI. About 400 survivors of the INDIANAPOLIS have been recovered and search 
for others continues. Commanding Officer, one of survivons, says that he believes 
the ship was hit forward by two torpedoes or a mine at about 0045/K 30 July. This 
was followed by a magazine explosion and the ship sank in 15 minutes. Survivor of 
Japanese MTB sunk on the first by the CUMMINGS (DD 365) said his mission was to 
evacuate navy personnel from KITA 1.70 JIMA; stated 40 to 50 MTB’s based at CHICHI 
JT M A. ASPRO (SS 309) rescued an Army pilot in SAGAMI 'WAN at 35-H N, 139-21 E. 

This position is 25 miles inside the bay, and 8 miles from the shore at the head 
of the bay. Two search Privateers sighted the survivor in a B-17 lifeboat, and 
coached the submarine in. The planes and submarine were attacked by five "Georges" 
enemy VF and five VO. Although all strafed and 4 bombs were dropped ASPRO escaped 
undamaged and our aircraft shot down 2 VO and damaged the VF • Boarding party left 
aboard a junk when COD was forced to dive was recovered by other submarines. 


139 USASTAF P-51's attacked the NAGOYA-KOBE area sighting only 1 airborne 
aircraft and observing very few on the ground. Other ground damage included 14 
locomotives destroyed, and damage to 2 hangars (KOMAKI), factories at (KAK0G0.7A), 
stations, power lines and natural gas tanks. 14 s ma l l vessels 50—150 feet were 
damaged or fired. Photographs of B—29 strikes against TOYAMA show more than 90% 
of the city enveloped in flames. At NAGAOKA photos of poor quality show a con¬ 
siderable number of large fires. Usual sorties were flown in CENPAC. From SWPA, 
CTG 73.4 passes on a report from a coast watcher at AMOY that FAW-17 planes have 
killed 750 to 1,000 Jap troops attempting evacuation AMOY to SWATOW. 

COMINCH AND CNO 301733/14 defines condition for approach of recognition 
signals in non-combat areas. 


CINCPOA ADVANCE 311355 sets forth operational control FMF ground forces 
on OKINAWA. 


010900 

PENNSYLVANIA (BB)/describes 1 August FUDDLE on WAKE. 


C0M7THFLEET 020018 describes NATS proposed Flight Wing; suggests MACTAN 
ISLAND for headquarters. 


CINCPOA .ADVANCE 030207 states necessity for disbanding TF 93. 
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CINCPAC ADVANCE 030208/643 officially dissolves TF 93 and 93.4 , directs 
93.4 report to COMGEN USASTAF for duty. 

CINCPAC ADVANCE 030227 approves completion air facilities under construction 
SAMAR and completion of seaplane ramp JINAHOC. 


CINCPAC ADVANCE 030347 recommends authorized complement of PhotoRons 1 and 
3 be increased from 6 to 9 PB4Y-1P that crew replacements based in forward area for 
these squadrons be similar to other multi-engine squadrons. 

CINCPAC ADVANCE 030225 vri.thdra. sn recommendation for major NATS base at 
SAMAR and recommends MACTAN instead. 


CINCPAC ADVANCE 030742 advises FMF PAC marine personnel required for local 
defense and internal security OKINAWA and directs use of at least 2 infantry com- 
anies or equivalent under command COM NOB OKINAWA pending arrival requested MP 
battalions. 

CINCPOA ADVANCE 030912 operational control Headquarters and Headquarters 
squadron 2nd MAW passed to FEAF, appropriate change being made in memorandum for 
record GUAM conference 23 July. 

CINCPAC ADVANCE 030913 changes CINCPAC 271317. Makes COM NOB OKINAWA CTF 
99, directs 99.3.12 report to CTF 99, CCMGEN2NDMAW, TU 99.2.1, TU 99.2.2 and Head¬ 
quarters and Headquarters squadron report FEAF for operational control, TU 99.2*3 
report to COMFAIHWING 1 for operational control. 

CINCPAC ADVANCE 030915, advises addressees AITUTAKI and PENRHXN considered 
to have sufficient Post War Significence to justify token garrisons. Requests 
instructions if Navy and Coast Guard personnel will be required. 

CTU 95.9.2 011355 requests that communication facilities (CTU 95.9.2) 
311301 July be expedited. 

CINCPOA ADVANCE 311338 (pink) requests operational direction 64th and 
30th Engineers be returned to CINCPOA on or about 31 July. 

C0M7THFLEET 310756 (oink) establishes new command; U.S. Naval Forces 
AUSTRALIA-NEW GUINEA. C0U7THFLEET directs CCMSEV7THFLT, C0MAIR7THFLEET to direct 
commanders all U.S. Naval Shore. Air and Seaplane facilities for new command 
for duty. Sets forth responsibilities of new command. 


COMGEN AIR 311349 (pink) recommends AMCHITKA most suitable location for 
basing VLR Squadron in NORPAC and describes facilities. 

CINCPAC .ADVANCE 311351 (pink) advises FMFPAC units should be prepared for 
occupation duty on basis of 5th Phib now, 4th M; rDiv in September, 3rdPhib (less 
4th MarDiv) in October. 

CINCPAC ADVANCE 301523 (pink) advises reducing SS 7th Fleet to 2 squadrons 
and of plan to further reduce to 1 Sq after British Command area is formed and 
provided enemy CAs SINGAPORE are immobilized. 


- continued - 


3287 










AUGUST (OCT 
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RICHARDSON 302320Z (pink) dissents at length the proposal for change in 
category of defense for the Hawaiian Group. 

CINCPOA ADVANCE 030211 (pink) requests continuance of aggressive air 
attacks for neutralization of FORMOSA. 

CINCAFPAC 030429 (pink) suggests paragraph 3 Sherman-Chamberlin-Lindsay 
memorandum be amended making 5th Fleet primarily responsible for air defense and 
omitting provision now in the memo concerning offensive 

4 August (Guam Date) 

FAJf-1 PBMs sank 1 SD in HAICHOW WAN, damaged a dredge and shore in¬ 
stallations while FAW-18 Liberators shot down 2 enemy aircraft and damaged 2 more 

off SAGAMI WAN and off CHOSI POINT. No reports received of USASTAF strikes. 

All missions FSAF on the 3rd were weathered. No reports for 4 August. CAP shot 
down 1 twin-engine snooper at 30,000 feet, 25 miles west of the island. 15 sorties 
were flown from PALAU, attacking and sinking 1 SD. 6 N0RPAC B—24s (Dropped 9 tons 
on KATA0KA NAVAL BASE and KOKUTAN CAPE, both on SHMUSHU, with unobserved results. 

There was little naval activity yesterday. Early morning of the 4th 
enemy SS made two unsuccessful torpedo attacks on an OKU'! AW A to LEYTE convoy. 

An escort, EARL V. JOHNSON (DE 702) made 4 depth charge attacks, the last of 
which resulted in a severe delayed underwater explosion. Oilers and carrier 
forces of the THIRD FLEET are moving East from the PHILIPFENES SEA to a position 

about 450 miles ESE of TOKYO, where they will replenish on the 6th prior to further 

strikes. Two destroyers from the 7th Fleet boarded a Japanese hospital ship in 
the JAVA SEA, found her with munitions on board, and are taking her into M0R0TAI. 

WARCOS 021745 (pink) advises of necessity for early installation early 
warning radar and fighter director installations for OLYMPIC. 

CINCPAC ADVANCE 030154 (pink) authenticates Sherman, Chamberlin, Lindsey 
agreement of 1 August concerning air coordination. 

CINCPAC ADVANCE 040024 (pink) demurs to CINCAFPAC 030429 on grounds that 
proposed change would affect respective responsibilities of FEAF and 5th Fleet 
within objective area. 

CINCAFPAC 040109 (pink) sets forth proposed early warning and fighter 
director radar installations for OLYMPIC in response to WARCOS 021745. 

C0MG5N USASTAF 040353 (pink) authenticates Sherman, Chamberlin, Lindsey 
agreement of 1 August concerning air coordination. 

CINCPAC ADVANCE 040747 (pink) directs 3rd Fleet to concentrate next effort 
against enemy air in northern HONSHU and HOKKAIDO. 

CINCPAC ADVANCE 040841 (pink) requests that agreements concerning long 
lines as well as internal wire installations already made for OLYMPIC also apply 
to CORONET. 
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AUGUST (GCT ) 

4 August (Guam Date)(Cont*d) 

C0M3RDFLEET 041011 (pink) acknowledges GINCPAC 040747 and advises 
strike plan for 8 August. 

COMAAF SWPA 302140 states CCS.: AF 13 responsibility for operations in 

SWPA. 

CINCPAC ADVANCE 032345 requests CQM7THFLT to furnish complete data 
on existing operational command areas effecting units of AIR 7THFLE' rm 



5 August (Guam Date) / (y 

Carrier Task Forces are proceeding towards their rendezvous tomorrow 


morning with their oiler groups at 3&N 149E. Reserve group of oilers is standing 
by further to the south where they will be joined by the ANZIO ASW Group. BRISTOL 
(DD 857), an oiler escort, damaged her bo?/ while alongside ASHTABULA (AO 51) and 
is returning to GUAM for repairs. Adm. Low»s fast striking force and the heavy 
covering force under Adm. Oldendorf leave their SHANGHAI patrol stations this 
afternoon for BUCKNER BAY. RAZORBACK (SS 394) reports destroying 6 sea trucks 
and damaging 2 small craft by gunfire in the southern KURILES on the 2nd. 

588 effective B-29s attacked 5 targets last night. 96 hit MAEBASHI 
(50 mi. WI TOKYO). 256 hit NISHINCMIYA (NIT OSAKA), 12 groups by radar, 4 visually. 
65 hit IMABARI (NW SHIKOKU) by radar. 64 hit SAGA (E. of SASEBO), 2 by radar and 2 
visually. 107 hit UBE coal liquefaction Co by radar. VF opposition was nil at 
B.IABARI and SAGA, nil to slight at UBE and NISHINQMIYA, and nil to moderate at 
MAEBASHI. AA was about the same. No planes have so far been reported lost. All 
7th AF missions and all but one 5th AF missions were weathered out. In the latter, 
25 B-25s put 14.5 tons on an unidentified industrial area in east central KYUSHU, 
damaging a railroad bridge and railroad yards. FAW 1 PBM’s sank 2 small merships 
and damaged a PC and several small ships. FAT 18 planes sank 1 SD off KUMANO NADA, 
were attacked by 8 Zekes, shot down 2 and damaged 2 others. A search plane over 
TRUK sank a 40-ft. launch loaded with oil drums. 4 Privateers of FAIT 4 carried out 
an anti-shipping sweep off PARAMUSHIRU, bombing TORISHIMA RETTO and damaging 1 SD 
and 10 landing craft with strafing. 


CINCAFPAC 041451 (pink) collaborates on reasons for change in Sherman, 


Chamberlin, Lindsy agreements contained in CX 30410. States proposed change hot 
intended to lessen FEAF effort but to obtain assurance that primary responsibility 
for air defense in CAP rests with Fifth Fleet. 


C0MGEN AIR 041943 (pink) contains technical data and information on 


JAVAMAN PROJECT. 

CINCPAC .ADVANCE 050100 (pink) instructs COM MARIANAS to inagurate air 
search and provide ships to intercept enemy units MARCUS bound. 

CINCPAC ADVANCE 042320 (pink) replies to CINCAFPAC 041451. Recommends 
original draft Sherman, Chamberlin, Lindsy agreement stand. Future details be 
subject future agreements between FEAF, COMPHIBSPAC and USASTAF. 
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AUGUST (GCT) 

5 August (Guam Date)(Cont'd) 

CINCPAC ADVANCE 050751 (pink) special requests to FEAF and USASTAF 
unnecessary in view of planned routine operations. 

CINCPAC ADVANCE 050754 (pink) makes TACLOBAN available C0M5THFLEET 
to copy communications of interest to CINCAFPAC. 

CINCPAC ADVANCE 050755 (pink) confirms need of 500 aircraft pool at 
OKINAWA for OLYMPIC. 

CINC.AFPAC 050845 (pink) contains further information relative tc 
JAVAMAN PROJECT. 



6 August (Guam Date) ' 

Third Fleet fuels this morning prior to strike tomorrow. TF 95 encountered 
no surface activity. INTREPID (CV11) completed her training strike on WAKE yester¬ 
day. Buildings and gun positions were destroyed and others damaged. Light AA 
holed one plane. There were no casualties. The lifeguard submarine SEAROBIN (SS bPl 
bombarded the island with 135 rounds of 5" after the strike. Shortly before mid¬ 
night the Merchant Ship ETHIOPIAN VICTORY at 16-55N, 169-4&E sent out SOS signals 
and said she was on fire and abandoning ship. Nearby merchant ships are providing 
assistance. Cause of fire not known. 

President Truman has announced that HIROSHIMA was bombed on the 6th (ELD) 
by an automic bomb with explosive power equal to 20,000 tons of TNT. The bomb was 
described as having more than 2,000 times the blast power of the British "Grand 
Slam" and 11 ton bomb. The bomb was dropped by planes of the 20th AF. Of the 588 
effective B-29s attacking on the night of 5-th-6th, none was lost to enemy action. 

1 ditched north of SAIPAN, and 12 were rescued from it. 6 P-51s are reported down 
frcm the TOKYO fighter strike scheduled for the 6th. The SCABBARDFISH has picked, 
up 3 pilots, 2 others went down over land and 1 in TOKYO BAY. Results of the strike 
have not yet been received. TARUIUZU in southern KYUSHU was attacked by more than 
275 FEAF planes on the 5th, using high explosive incendiary bombs. Returning 
pilots describe the entire city as being aflame. 1 Privateer of FAN 1 was shot 
down by ships AA off FUSAN and burned with no visible survivors, in TSUSHIMA 
straits other FAW — planes sank 1 SC and left another sinking. In addition a 
lugger was sunk and an SD was damaged. 

CINCAFPAC 060719 (pink) acknowledges and states that action is being 
taken bn request for continuing neutralization of FORMOSA. 

CINCPAC ADVANCE 060819 (pink) states that units of 1st MarAirWing now 
at EMIRAU to be concentrated in southern PHILIPPINES as soon as possible, following 
which island is to be taken over by the British. 
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AUGUST (GCT) 


ENTEMEDOR (SS 340) sighted a small Japanese Hospital ship headed 
into MARCUS. Ship sighted by search plane at about the same time. Ship dpearted 
yesterday evening unharmed after bombing raid in the afternoon. CASSIN (dD 372), 
on station north of r.70, was ordered to intercept, board and investigate. Later 
last night a destroyer from one of the 3rdFleet fuelling groups intercepted a 
lighted hospital ship at 31-33N 150-00E and reported she was tracking her. Third 
Fleet is scheduled to strike northern HONSHU and HOKKAIDO this morning. TG 95.2 
and 95.3 report maintaing barrier for 4 days. Night sweeps were conducted by 
TG 95.2 between latitudes 32 and 33 as far west as 122-30W. On the last two nights, 
night search planes assisted. TG 95.3 operated a little further to the south, and 
provided day CAP for TG 95.2 and searches. Both forces were snooped, but neither 
was attacked. Four planes were shot down by the CAP, and one driven off by 
gunfire. Neither force had any enemy surface contacts. TG 95»3 conducted a 
fighter strike on TINGHAI on the 6th. 

11 effective B-29s with 96 P-51 escorts attacked T0Y0KAWA NAVAL ARSENAL 
(SE NAGOYA). 97 P-51s attacked TOKYO airfields, meeting no airborne enemy aircraft 
and scoring 1 destroyed, 3 probably desroyed and 21 damaged on the ground. Ground 
installations were damaged and 2 x 200 foot ships were damaged. 4 P-51s were 
lost to AA, and 2 to other causes. 3 pilots were rescued and 3 are missing. 
Approximately 450 FEAF planes were over KYUSHU and TSUSHIMA STRAITS waters on the 
6th. Of these 168 attacked KAGOSHIMA starting a number of large fires in the 
railroad yards in factory areas. 154 planes attacked MIYAK0NQJ0 using mostly 
Napalm bombs, starting 20-30 fires in the city. 49 B-25s attacked shipping in 
TSUSHIMA STRAITS and nearby land targets, sinking 6 ships and damaging 3 others. 

On the ground 2 radar stations, buildings and docks were damaged. AA shot down 
2 B-25s and holed 11 others. FAW-1 planes sank 6 vessels on the seventh, left 
1 SK sinking, and damaged 2 small tankers, all in TSUSHIMA STRAITS while FAW 18 
planes sank 1 SC in SURGUA WAN. 

CINCAFPAC 040403 (pink) suggests 3rd Fleet strike concentrations enemy 
aircraft in Northeast HONSHU and HOKKAIDO. Mentions strong indications of air¬ 
borne attack against OKINAWA. 

CINCPAC ADVANCE 070331 (pink) recommends CONCORD and RICHMOND remain 
in present area until about 1 October. 

CINCPAC ADVANCE 070330 (pink) reports to OOMGENCHINA on progress of 
conference concerning FORT BAYARD project. 

CINCPAC ADVANCE 070553 (pink) advises C0MINCH of proposed naval 
participation FORT BAYARD Project. 

CBJCPOA ADVANCE 070717 (pink) reports to C0MG3ICHINA on further prog¬ 
ress of FORT BAYARD project and naval proposals for participation therein. 

CINCPAC ADVANCE 070824 (pink) disapproves request for floating storage 

at OLYMPIC. 
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7 August (Guam Date)(Cont'd) 


rs 


CINCPAC ADVANCE 070833(pink) states that Navy can furnish assistance 
and materials in Ell component for JAVA.IAN peculiar to PT boats plus 1 LCM from 
OKINAWA. Recommends all materials be obtained from COMGEN TEN. 


CINCPAC ADVANCE 070902 requests comments on policy concerning attacks 
on Junks, states CINCPAC inclination to interdict all traffic north of YANGTZE. 

CINCPOA ADVANCE 070319 requests that JCS 100345 of December 1944 be 
modified to elaminate CINCPOA responsibility for shipping for Army controlled 
ports in RYUKYUS. 


CINCPOA ADVANCE 070020 prescribes use of standard AAF air defense 
grid for use by CINCPOA forces in air warning and fighter direction and radar 
telling circuits. 

8 August (Guam Date) 

CASSIN reports that she intercepted and boarded the OKU MARU at I83O 
K, 8 August in Lat. 26-46N Long. 150-29E. No violations of any kind were found. 
Patients on board were 84 wounded, 42 nutritional deficiency and 4 tubercular, a 
total of 130. The ship was directed to proceed. Ship had papers indicating she 
was boarded and satisfactorily inspected on 4 August by a Sub-Lieutnant of the 
Royal Navy. Carrier planes of the 3rd Fleet are attacking north HONSHU this 
morning. 3 BB, 2 CA, 10 DD, and a British unit of cruisers and destroyers is 
scheduled to bombard KAMAISHI this morning. Mership ETHIOPIAN VICTORY, earlier 
reported on fire, is now reported proceeding to ENIWETOK under her own power. 

TU 12.5.6 (NEW JERSEY, BILOXI and DD's) report completion of their training bomb¬ 
ardment on WAKE. 11 buildings, 2 ammunition dumps and 1 AA Gun were destroyed. 
Damaged were 5 guns, and RDF station, distillation plant, bridge and power plant. 
Light to moderate coast defense and AA fire was encountered. Our forces sustained 
no damage and no casualties. 

242 effective B-29s attacked YAWATA, accompained by about 140 FEAF P-47s 
Fighter opposition was nil to slight, and AA varied. Most of the bombing was by 
radar and 2/3 of the planes reported results unobserved. 3Lost two operational, 
one combat, 2 crewman rescued from one, survivors of a second sighted in raft. 

38 (of 64 effective) bombed the NAKAJBtA Aircraft Co visually at TOKYO. 6 others 
hit the TOKYO ARSENAL. Results are described as good to excellent. 1 B-29 was 
hit by AA and exploded over the target. 1 chute was seen. There was no fighter 
opposition. 92 attacked FUKUYAMA, half by radar and half visually. General 
conflagration. No losses have been reported. The Atomic bomb destroyed 4.1 square 
miles of the built-up area of 6.9 square miles of HIROSHIMA, 60$ of the city. 
Amplification of previous reports indicate 65 . 5 / of the built-up area of NAGAOKA 
was destroyed, and less than half a city block of TOYAMA'S 1.88 square miles of 
build-up area was left. 3 B-29s of the 509th Group are scheduled to attack 
NAKASAKI URBAN area. In the North Pacific 5 3-24s attacked KATAGKA NAVAL BASE and 
4 Privateers attacked TORISHU,LA RETTO and ONEKOTAN ZAKI. 

CINCPOA ADVANCE 031955 announces decleration of War by Russia on Japan. 
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AUGUST (GCT) 

8 August (Guam Date)(Cont’d) 

CG USFCT 080500 (pink) concurs in plan FORT BAYARD operation. Requests 
Navy Department action to obtain JCS approval. 

CINCPAC ADVANCE 080522 (pink) approves C0M3RDFLEET plan for 9 August 
Strikes on HONSHU. 

CINCPAC ADVANCE 081540 (pink) concurs in CINCAFPAC amendments to 
agreement on logistics responsibility for RYUKYUS. 

CINCPAC ADVANCE 082227 (pink) recommends to COMNORPAC that CTF 49 
bombardselected objectives in KURILES. 

ALUSNA MOSCOW 071505 (pink) outlines Red Navy desires for communications 

set up. 

9 August (Guam Date) 

Two enemy submarines were reported on the LEYTE-OKINA//A route. Two of 
our lifeguard submarines report definite periscope sighting, one at 29-55 131-53 
and one at 38-15 142-06. SALALIAUA ASW Group reports a successful encounter with 
midget submarines on the 0KINAWA-L2YTE cenvoy route, with one midget reported sunk 
and a second probably sunk, both at 20-26N 126-54E. After a rather successful st¬ 
rike yesterday TF 38 and TF 37 are scheduled to renew their attacks against the 
northern EMPIRE today from a launching position somewhat further to the south. 
Fighter sweps over TOKYO Plains fields are also scheduled. The force encountered 
more air opposition than upual. BORIE (DD 704) was hit by a suicide plane on her 
signal bridge, but is able to return under her own power. A bombardment unit 
consisting of BatDiv 8, CruDiv 10, 2 British li^it cruisers and screening destroy¬ 
ers bombarded KAMAISHI. Ships used own planes to spot. Hits were scored in coke 
oven, transfer tables, rolling mill, storage plant and new industrial area beyond 
steel plant. No casualties to our own forces. 

Incomplete reports of the first TF 38 strikes on N. Honshu targets 
indicate that TF 38 planes destroyed 124 enemy aircraft on the ground and damaged 
57, mostly at MATSUSHIMA, JMMACHI, LUSAWA, and HACHINOE dromes. The planes 
apparently were fueled and burned. There was no air apposition over the target, 
but 11 enemy aircraft were splashed by ships guns and TOMCAT CAP. The BORIE (DD 
704) was hit by a suicider but splashed 2 others. The 7/ASP shot down a suicider 
close aboard. In attacks on shipping TF 38 planes sank 1 DE, 1 PF, 1 PTD, and 7 
luggers. Planes from TF 37 also attacking N. Honshu targets destroyed 22 enemy. 
aircraft and damaged 19 on the ground, and destroyed 24 gliders at MATSUSHIMA. 

They sank 1 DD and damaged 2 DE and 1 net layer. 100 effective B-29s attacked the 
NIPPON OIL REFINERY CO. at AHAGASAKI from 0019-0307 K, bombing by radar. In flight 
reports show results. Fighter opposition was nil t'o sli^it, AA meager to intense. 
No losses have yet been reported. 151 F5AF P-47s escorting B-29s shot down 12 
enemy aircraft probably destroyed 1, losing 5 P—47s at YAi/ATA. /8 B—29s took off 
from 0245-0327 K to attack the MAKAJIMA .AIRCRAFT COMPANY, OGIKUBO PLANT at TOKYO. 

In heavy attacks on 8 targets not previously reported concentrated principally on 
KYUSHU and the TSUSHIMA STRAITS area, planes of the FEAF sank 8 small AK and dam¬ 
aged 1 DE or PF, o PF, 1 SCL, and 2 SD. In air combat P-51s shot down 6 enejiy 
fighters. 18 B-24 attacking USA, destroyed 8 eneny aircraft on the ground and 
24 B-25s destroyed a bridge near TAKANABE. u O O P 
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9 August (Guam Date)(Cont’d) 


FAW-1 planes destroyed 3 small AK and damaged 1 small FT, 1 tug, and 
2 luggers. One Privateer was lost in the explosion of the ship it attacked. 
PBJ's damaged 2 small FT with rockets on the night of 8/9. 


CINCPAC ADVANCE 082028 (pink) assigns North Pacific Force Crudiv 5 
CarDivs 23, 26 and DesRon 45 establish and maintain control of communications 
from the ALEUTIANS across the SEA OF OKHOTSK. Neutralize Japanese bases in the 
area and protect convoys between ALEUTIANS and escort Turnaround points in the 
SEA OF OKHOTSK. 


CINCPAC ADVANCE 090027 advises addressees of operational boundary 
established for operations U.S. and SOVIET forces. 

CINCPAC ADVANCE 090050 (pink) requests action to ensure that U.S. 
submarines in the SEA OF JAPAN north of SOVIET, U.S. boundary be protected 
pending reallocation. Requests use of TART .ARY STRAIT for entry and exit. States 
that Pacific Fleet Submarines will be kept outside neutral zones pending establish¬ 
ment of liaison. 

C01I3RDFLT 090129 (pink) advises of intent to continue present attacks 
on 10, 12th and 13th. 

CINCPAC ADVANCE 090216 (pink) requests that requests for action by 
Pacific Fleet Units in support of USFCT be addressed to CINCPAC via CGUSFCT. 

CINCAFPAC 090503 (pink) concurs in CINCPAC ADVANCE 070553 which- 
outlines proposed naval participation in FORT BAYARD projevt with minor reservation. 

CINCPAC ADVANCE 090816 (pink) detaches CRUDIV 16 from CTF 95 and directs 
it to report 3RDFLEET. 

CIRCS'./PA 091403 (pink) states boundary line delimiting air and naval 
separating areas for US and USSR and states that CINCSWPA air forces not operate 
north of boundary line at SEA OF OKHOTSK except on specific ~ * 

10 August (Guam Date) 

Although somewhat hampered by the weather, TF 37 and TF 30 continued 
strikes against air, shipping and communications targets in northern HONSHU. 

Today both forces are scheduled to fuel. Units of the Nine Flotilla left BUCKNER 
BAY to start sweeping in area SKAGUAY today. In the North Pacific TF 92 (20 Cl 
and 5 DD) is scheduled to rendezvous with 7 DD of DesRon 54 at 47-00 154-45 
preparatory to an anti-shipping sweep and bombardment along the KURILE CHAIN. 
Submarines rescued 4 pilots from TF 37 and 30 yesterday. JALLAO reports sinking 
a large ship believed to be the TARAYASU, with 3 hits, and PARGO reports getting 
6 hits in an escorted convoy on the 8th, both in the INLAND SEA. POMFRET sank a 
junk by gunfire off west coast of KYUSHU, DEVILFISH shelled radio and radar instal¬ 
lations on TORI SHIHA and 1JDSKALLUNGE after failing to' score hits vdth torpedoes 
in 7 northbound sea tnicks in the KURILES, surfaced — damaged 2 in a gun action, 
receiving a hit in her periscope, with 1 man killed and 2 wounded. 
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AUGUST iGCT ) 






In 2 days of attacks against HOKKAIDO and northern HONSHU TF 33 and 
37 destroyed 318 and damaged 326 enemy aircraft. Revised report on shipping 
indicates that TF 37 sank 1 ODD, TF 38 sank 1 DE, and both forces together sank 
2 DE, 1 FTD, 3 SD, and 6 luggers, damaging 2 DE and 1 FTU, all on the 9th. On 
the 10th in the first 4 strikes TF 38 planes damaged 1 Kaibokan and 7 merchant 
vessels. Results of TF 37 shipping attacks on the 10th will be reported later. 

On the ground TF 38 (on the 9th) destroyed 10 hangars and damaged 16, and 
destroyed 3 locomotives. On the 10th, despite bad v/eather, TF 33 planes destroy¬ 
ed 11 locomotives, 4 freight cars, 4 tank cars, and damaged hangars, barracks, 
railroad facilities, bridges, factories, and other industrial buildings. TF 37 
in strikes on the 10th destroyed 3 locomotives, 3 freight cars, 3 tank cars, plus 
cranes, factories, docks and air installations. No report on our losses has 
yet been received. 72 B-29s hit the TOKYO ARSENAL, (it was the secondary target), 
half bombing by radar and half visually. Results were unobserved. No B-29 losses 
have so far been reported. On the 9th 2nd MAW damaged 27 F4Us, 6 SD and 8 motor 
launches in attacks off south KYUSHU. 

COMFAIKWING ONE 080700 reports refusal of FEAF to provide air cover 
for rescue submarines. 

ALUSNA VLADIVOSTOK 080940 reports official Soviet statement that 
Soviet shipping no longer using LA FEROUSE, reports preparations for beginning 
convoy of merchant ships. 

COMINCH AND CNO 092200 instructs CINCPAC to deal directly with ALUSNAS 
MOSCOW and VLADIVOSTOK where desired. 

CIHCPOA ADVANCE 100012 directs COMSOPAC to exercise administrative and 
operational control NABS, Air Fields and aviation matters in SOPAC. 

CINCPAC ADVANCE 100812 directs COMNORPAC continue planned operations 

TF 92. 

COMGENCHINA 101210 concurs in interdiction of sea traffic north of 

YANGTSE. 

COMINCH AND CNO 101605 approves NATS establishment at LLACTAN with 
installations held to a minimum. 

ALUSNA MOSCOW 090957 (pink) contains detailed discription of Soviet 
convoy plan. 

ALUSNA MOSCOW 091540 (pink) requests that Soviets be advised when all 
American submarines have left their zone. 

C0M3RDFLEST 092115 (pink) advises of intention to shift attacks after 
11 August to TOKYO AREA if northern targets inaccessible or no longer profitable. 

COMINCH AND CNO 092202 (pink) requests comments on Red Navy convoy Plan 

CINCPAC ADVANCE 100811 (pink) comments to COMINCH at length on Red 
Navy convoy plan. 


- continued - 
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AUGUST (GOT) 




10 Aw^ist (Guam Date) (Cont’d) 

CINCPAC ADVANCE 101609 (pink) quotes text of Joint Staff Study 


CAMPUS relating to occupation of an operational airfield at each principal 
anchorage. 


CINCPAC ADVANCE 101614 (pink) viarns against relaxiation of 
vigliance against Japanese attacks as a result of Japanese peace proposals. 

11 August (Guam Date) •Sty'* 

On completion of fueling yesterday, the Carrier Task Forces and their 
fueling groups remained in the same general area awaiting improved weather and 
political developments. Contained reports are received from submarines active 
both in rescue and offensive capacities. PLAICE recovered five airmen from a 
B-25 off KYUSHU on the 11th and BALAO recovered a RANDOLPH bomber pilot and his 
radioman off north HONSHU on the 10th. In addition to previously reported POGY 
results from her JAPAN SEA patrol sank a medium tanker and damaged a large tanker. 
ARGONAUT bombarded a radio station on SHICHIHATSU and on the 7th BUMPER sank a 
tug, a barge and a lugger off BANKA ISLAND on the 5th. 

Final reports on 3rdFlt attacks on the 10th indicate that planes from 
TF 37 and TF 38 during 2 days attacks destroyed 398 enemy aircraft (13 airborne) 
and damaged 314. The aircraft types ran more to trainers than they had previous¬ 
ly. Very fare operational twins were found. Two previously untouched stock pile 
fields at MAMUROGAWA and at OBANAZAWA provided most of the planes for the des¬ 
truction on the 10th. In attacks on shipping in addition to damage previously 
reported planes of TF 38 sank 5 merships and 4 luggers and damaged 11 merships, 

2 passenger ferries and 4 luggers. CTF 38 states "enormous damage was inflicted 
upon airfield installations, oil storage, transportation facilities, docks, ship¬ 
yards, and industrial buildings." TF 37 in attacks on shipping on the 10th sank 
6 merchant vessels and 8 small craft; probably sank 1 EE, 1 mership and 2 luggers 
and damaged 1 DE and 8 merchant vessels. On the ground considerable damage was 
inflicted on locomotives and railroad equipment, barracks, hangars, and a power 
station. 5th and 7th AF planes flew about 600 combat sorties over KYUSHU and 
near by sea areas on the 10th. Heaviest attacks were on KUMAMOTO ’■ r ith high 
explosive and Naoalm. The city was left flaming and smoke obscured. Other^ 
attacks included 22 B-24s on OITA, 36 B-25s on AMAMI, 39 3-25s on shipping in the 
JAPAN SEA, and 48 P-47s on CVE's in SASEBO Harbor. In the latter attack 11x1000 
pounders were described as near misses, with apparently no damage inflicted on 
the ships. Oil storage tanks were hit, however. In attacks on shipping in the 
JAPAN SEA and elsewhere 1 DE or DD, 5 merchant vessels and 3 small craft were 
sunk and 1 DE or DD and 3 small craft were damaged. 
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AUGUST (GCT) 

11 August (Guam Date)(Cont»d) 


CIKCPAC ADVANCE 020912 (pink) requests sterilization by 1 December 
1945 of mines layed in Central, South and Eastern HONSHU ports and INLAND SEA 
areas except SHIMGMSEKI STRAITS approach etc. 

CINCAFPAC 101407 (pink) requests that amphibious force representatives 
designated to work with 6th, 8th and 10th .Armies cor.tact respective .Army commanders 
for detailed planning. 

CINCAFPAC 105507 (pink) requests comments on proposal to authorize 
direct liaison between representatives of 5th PhibCor and 13th AAF, latter 
assigned mission of supporting 5th Phib during OLYMPIC. 

CINCPAC ADVANCE 102314- (pink) concurs in foregoing despatch but 
points out that 1st Marine Air Wing is component of FMF forces, suggests Marine 
ground forces be supported where practicable by Marine Aviation. 

COMINCH AND CNO 102000 (pink) quotes at length War Department policy 
for public relations and censorship concerning military use ATOMIC BOMB. 

CINCPAC ADVANCE 102315 (pink) states that although CINCPAC does not 
favor NAFKO project at this time he is prepared to furnish submarine to transport 
personnel if required. 

CINCPAC ADVANCE 102317 (pink) states provision of Joint Staff Study 
CAMPUS for coordination with CINCAFPAC and controlled by COMPHIBPAC of amphibious 
movement and debarkation. Instructs amphibious force commanders to establish 
liaison with appropriate .Array commanders. 

CINCPAC ADVANCE 110217 (pink) states that CINCPAC intends to continue 
headquarters at GUAM in event of Jap capitulation, but moving between GUAM and 
SOUTH DAKOTA when necessary. 

CINCPAC ADVANCE 110829 (pink) advises that presence of pressure 
mines makes it impracticable to operate in KOBE—OSAKA area until February 1946. 

COMGEMCHINA 111215 (pink) requests 
continued even though Japanese capitulation 


that FORT BAYARD project be 
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AUGUST (GOT) 

12 August (Guam Date) 

OAK HILL, LSD 7 at 21-15N, 131-02 E reprted at 2236 KING last night 
that she was followed by a piloted torpedo for 20 minutes, that the speed of the 
torpedo was 10 knots and that the torpedo exploded 2000 yards astern. She was 
south bound and escorted at the time. Com3rdFlt reported at 0620 KING this morning 
that the TOKYO area was under attack, and that a snooper had been shot down. 30.8 
the fueling group, is proceeding to the southward. TG 38.5 has been formed from 
the following ships of TF 37: KING GEORGE V, 1 CV, 2 CL’s and accompanying DD's. 

The remainder of TF 37 is proceeding to MANUS. At 2045 ITEM last night the 
PENNSYLVANIA was hit aft by an aerial torpedo while anchored in BUCKNER BAY. The 
dispatch states that the weather was clear, plane approached low on water and 
attacked undetected. Damage and casualties undetermined. V. Adm. Oldenaorf and 
staff uninjured. He had shifted Flag to the PENNSYLVANIA and now is returning Flag 
to TENNESSEE. 2 OCL's (RICHMOND, CONCORD) and 12 DD's of TF 92 in an anti-shipping 
sweep of north KURILE chain yesterday destroyed a total of 10 trawlers and one 
small mership. A simultaneous bombardment was conducted by TF 92 against MAT SUVA, 
KURABU ZAKI and SURIBACHI starting many fires. Considerable return fire was 
received from KURABU ZAKI with no damage suffered by our forces, except machine 
gun hits (no casualties on DD MC DEHMOT). TF 92 is now returning to ATTU. 

On the 12th PBMs of FAJV-l fired a lighthouse in HANGCHOW WAN and des¬ 
troyed a lighthouse-weather station at the tip of SHANTUNG PENINSULA. FEAF planes 
attacked KYUSHU and nearby shipping targets on the 11th with about 575 aircraft. 
Attacks on shipping sank S AK plus 4 small craft and damaged 1 submarine, 2 trans¬ 
ports, 1 lightship and 1 barge. Most of the shipping was sunk in the INLAND SEA. 
Other attacks were made on KURUME with 159 tons of incendiaries, on TOSU rail¬ 
road yards near KURUIIS, east KYUSHU bridges (6 were hit and damaged), YAMAKAWA 
and IBUSUKI on the south tip of KYUSHU. Cover was furnished by 82 P-51s, 1 
Zeke was downed and 2 P51s lost. 8 F4Us damaged a bridge and a lighthouse on YAKU 
SHBIA, and strafed TOEUNO airfield 

At 0900 Admiral Sherman and party departed for conference at MANILA, 


13 August (Guam Date) 

TF 38 retired to the southward during the night and commenced fueling 
at 0600 this morning at 32N, 142S. TF 37(less 38.5) enroute to MANUS. Sweeping 
operations by 95.4 are underway in the SKAGJAY AREA. MinRon 20, fast minesweepers 
are proceeding toward TOKYO from BUCKNER BAY. CinCEI reports that 4 carriers and 
4 destroyers are now cruising in BAY OF BENGAL awaiting developments. Reports 
has been received from the PENNSYLVANIA stating that she has a large hole 30 feet 
long and 20 feet wide in bottom of ship, aft, that both starboard propeller shafts 
are broken and the inboard port shaft and rudder are damaged, that flooding was 
believed to be under control. BORIS (DD 704) with TF 38 was hit by suicide plane 
on 9 August 1945, reports the following casualties to ships company: killed in 
action: 1 officer, 34 enlisted men; 13 enlisted men missing; 2 officer, 32 enlisted 
men wounded. 


3238 














- continued - 


AUGUST (GOT ) 

13 August (Guam Date)(Cont*d) 

An incomplete flash report of the 1st 4 3rd Fleet strikes against the 
TOKYO area indicates that planes of TF 38 shot down 21 enemy aircraft (12 believed 
to be snoopers and 9 Kamikazes), and destroyed 46 enemy aircraft on the ground 
plus 71 damaged. Bad weather in the morning improved as the day wore on. No 
enemy planes reached the force. A report on damage to ground targets, including 
electronic plants and airfields installations, is scheduled to follow. FEAF planes 
flew 675 - 700 strikes over KYUSHU, SniKGKU. and sea areas on the 12th. The 
heaviest attacks were at MATSUYAMA (SHIKOKU;. In attacks on shipping 12 small and 
medium AKs were sunk, and 1 claimed CA (in TSUSHIMA STRAITS), 1 AS, 6 small AK, and 
3 luggers were damaged. 137 P-47s and P-38s attacked KYUSHU bridges, destroying 
2 and damaging 2. KANOYA and CHI RAN dromes were heavily attacked. 3 enemy air¬ 
craft were shot down. In one encounter 10 P-51s saw 30-40 Franks and shot down 
1. All but 4 Franks fled. 26 MAW-2 F4Us hit MATSUYAMA drome in northern FORMOSA, 
flying more than 500 nautical miesl to the target in their first FORMOSA attack. 
They used 167 rockets and strafed. L enemy aircraft was exploded on the ground 
and others were probably damaged. Some factory and building targets were also 
strafed. 


Admiral Sherman and party returned from conference at MANILA. 

CINCPAC IDVANCE 110858 (pink) warns COMGENFMFPAC to alert 1 RCT from 
6th Marine Division for immediate occupation duty if required. 

ALUSNA MOSCOW 111344 (pink) advises that entry and exit of U.S. Subs 
into TARTARY STRAIT depends on exchanges of liaison groups and development of 
system of recognition signals. 

CINCPAC ADVANCE 120111 (pink) requests early action on FORT BAYARD 

proposal. 

CINCPAC ADVANCE 120112 (pink) requests complete data on status of 
3 PCE (R) reported to have been converted into communication ships. 

CINCPAC ADVANCE 120244 (pink) states that commanders of Fast Carrier 
Task Forces should take all practicable measures to insure that VF pilots on dusk 
CAP are capable of night landings. 

CINCPAC ADVANCE 120405 requests that pilots of OKINAWA based planes 
be briefed that friendly submarines are operating in JAPAN SEA, south of KOREA 
and in the vicinity of KYUSHU. 

CINCPAC ADVANCE 120807 (pink) advises of and describes modifications 
of Joint Staff Study CAMPUS with respect to areas of responsibility of C0L5THFLT 
and C0M7THFLE3T. 
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AUGUST (GCT) 

14 August (Guam Date) 

Report from Com3rdFleet at 0620 this morning states the THIRD Fleet is 
attacking the TOKYO Area. At 0730 ICING time Com3rdFleet acknowledged receipt of 
orders from Fleet Headquarters to suspend attack operations. TF 37 (less 38.5, 
British Carrier Group is proceeding to MANUS. 30.8 remaining in fuelling area 
southeast of TOKYO. 95.4 is continuing sweeping of SKAGWAY area. Additional 
vessels en route from BUCKNER BAY ETA SKAGWAY area daylight 16 August. Com3rdFlt 
has directed MinRon 20 (fast mine swepers) to join TG 30.8 (oiler group). FBY 
Dumbo plane rescue reported yesterday as being in TOKYO BAY has been confirmed. 
This Dumbo rescued three survivors of a torpedo plane from the TIC0NDER0GA. Of 
four IYO-based fighters lost yesterday attacking the EMPIRE, three were rescued, 
one by the sub TIGRONE just west of SURUGA WAN. The TIGROME also reports that an 
otherwise dull day was relieved by bombardment of 1HK0M0T0 ISLAND resulting in 
five hits in radio station 6 on light tower. SPIKEFISH reports sinking I class 
submarine at 29N-124E after tracking it for 11 hours with 2 torpedo hits out of 
6. One prisoner rescued from wreel-cage. 

On the 14th 725 effective B-29s attacked 6 targets. l6l aircraft hit 
HIKARI ARSENAL, 143 hit OSAKA ARMY ARSENAL and 110 hit MARIFU RAILROAD Y.ARDS 
(IWAKUNI, SW HONSHU). No losses have been reported for any of these last day 
missions. There was no fighter opposition, and AA was nil to moderate. 135 
aircraft hit NIPPON OIL REFINERY CO. at AKITA, 89 hit ISEZAKI URBAN (NW TOKYO) 
and 82 hit KUMAGAYA URBAN (NW TOKYO), all by radar. Again there was no fighter 
opposition, and no losses have been reported. AA was nil to meager it all 3 
targets. Reports of FEAF activities on the 13th show 263 sorties flown. Shipping 
attacks by B-24s and 3-25s in TSUSHIMA STRAITS resulted in sinking 8 AKs and 
damaging 1 FTD. 48 P-47s on a sweep off KOREA report destroying 1 enemy aircraft 
overKEIJO, with 2 probably destroyed. 1 P-47 is missing. In a separate dispatch 
ComAF 5 reports that theCVE KAIYO, attacked in 3EPPU WAN (NE KYUSHU) by the 
38th Bomb Group on the 9th, is now lying on her side. On the 13th 2nd MAW F4Us 
burned 1 x 75 and 1 x 100 ft. boats in the W. RYUKYUS, and 1 operational Betty on 
WAN airfield, KIKAI JJMA. FAW 1 planes damaged 1 SB and 1 SA in TSUSHIMA STRAITS 
on the 14th. In the North Pacific 7 B-24s put 10.5 tons on KATAOKA and SURIBACHI 
airfields, and 2 Privateers hit KURABU with 24 x 100 pounders. 

JOINT CHIEFS OF STAFF 120246 sets forth responsibility for execution of 
Federal Foreign Propaganda program. 

CINC BPF 121202 (pink) advises of plan to move 3 small British groups with 
air and logistics support to HONG KONG, SHANGHAI and possibly SINGAPORE. 

CINCAFPAC 121527 (pink) sets forth amendments to 3rd edition BLACKLIST 
plan; 24th Corps to be occupation force KOREA. 

CQUENCH AND CNO 122148 (pink) approves assembly personnel and material 
for operation to supply Chinese (FORT BAYARD plan). 
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14 August (Guam Date) (Cont'd) 




CIUCPAC .ADVANCE 140629 (pink) warns action and info addressees to be 
prepared to execute CAMPUS on short notice, 5th PhibCor to be ordered to report 
to CQ53SEN 6TH ARMY, designates Lt. Col. B. J. Truitt, as ilarAirlase commander 
YOKOSUKA, Col. B. L. Smith MarAirBase commander SASE30-NAGASAKI, instructs 
CGMAIRPAC nominate ComAirBase KURE, Capt G. J. Dufek designated COMNAVAIRBASE 
0MINAT0. 


CBICPAC ADVANCE 140319 (pink) instructs CCL7THFLT at earliest possible 
date pass to COMF1 IILSEAFRGN all remaining functions as senior Naval Commander SETA. 

CINC BFF 140829 (pink) deals with logistics necessary in connection with 
Admiralty plan to send British Naval forces to HONG KONG. 

CINCAFPAC 141455 (pinlc) advises that vessel loaded with materials and 
personnel for construction of bulk aviation gas facilities TOKYO is on route 
from Manila, requests ’water facilities at OKINAWA and TOKYO be provided. 

CINCFOA ADVANCE 142304 orders ceaseation of offensive operations against 
Japanese forces, continue searches and patrols, maintain defensive and internal 
security measures. 

15 August (Guam Date) 

Swan songs of the submarines: During the last few days of hostilities 
ARGONAUT, in EAST CHINA SEA destroyed a junk by gunfire SHBE KOSHIKI (this on the 
12th) on the 11th, POMFRET in EAST CHINA SEA sank sea truck off FUKAYE SHIMA and 
on the 13th aii empty cargo junk in SAISHU KAIKYO both by gunfire (POW total 23 
Japs and 7 KOREANS). LAMPREY in JAVA SEA sank 1 junk, 1 lugger, FARGO in SEA 
OF JAPAN sank small AK on 11th, CAVALLA was attacked by unidentified dive bomber 
at noon yesterday in 35-40N, 141—20E; bomb missed 100 yards astern, and no damage, 
POGY reported at noon yesterday from 40N—I46E that she had successfully exited 
from the SEA OF JAPAN via LA PEROUSE STRAIT On the surface. APA 124 (LA GRANGE) 
in BUCKNER BAY was hit in superstructure amidship by suicide plane at 1948 ITEM 
on evening of 13th. Fire was soon brough under control. Considerable structural 
damage resulted. TF 33, while retiring southeastward yesterday, was being heckled 
by numerous bogies. At 1323 ITEM Com3rdFlt reported that he was continuing to 
splash those approaching the Force, and that so far the count on such was 5 since 
noon. The force is operating at economical speed in an area southeast of TOKYO, 
with 30.8 and 112.2 further to the south. CinCBFF in DUKE OF YORK and accompanying 
DD's joined TG 38*5 this morning. Regimental Combat Team of 5th Marines departed 
JUAM last evening in 5 APA's (12.1.2) escorted by 3 DD's, to report to Com3rdFlt 
for duty on 18th. OZARK (LSV 2) with Brig. General Clements and Headquarters 
Task Force A, 6th Marine Division, embarked, accompained by SHAIWELL (LSV 15) and 
2 DD's are enroute to report Com3rdFlt for dut , ETA noon on 17th. 

Prior to the receipt of CBICPAC'S order to cease offensive operations 
planes of the THIRD Fleet encountered about 45 Jap fighters over CHOSI, ATSUGI, 
and SAG AMI WAN, shooting down 26 of them. On the ground at KYAE IGAHARA 5 un¬ 
identified enemy aircraft were destroyed. During the morning and early afternoon 
the CAP shot down 3 enemy aircraft approaching the force, and a DD shot down 1. 
Total enemy aircraft shot down was 35 ~ total destroyed 40. 
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15 August (Guam Date)(Cont»d) 

Final figures on the HIIRD Fleet attacks on the 13th show 422 enemy- 
aircraft put out of action on that day: 19 shot down, 254 destroyed on ground and 
149 damaged on ground. The percentage of flamers was very high. Nagano loaded 
with over 100 trainers, was wiped absolutely clean. 1 R0 Class sub was destroyed 
and 1 damaged; 8 luggers were destroyed and 22 damaged. On the ground 14 locomo¬ 
tives were"destroyed and 5 damaged; 11 hangars were destroyed and 5 damaged; 13 
industrial buildings, 7 airfield shops, and 5 warehouses were damaged. In 1167 
offensive and 414 CAP sorties on that day we lost 20 aircraft (12 combat), with 
6 pilots and 2 aircrewmen. On the 14th FEAF planes in 185 sorties sank 8 AK, 1 
sloop, and 2 small craft, and damaged 1 PT, 2 flak boats, 7 small AK, and a large 
number of small craft. We lost 3 ?-47s, with 1 pilot recovered. 7 B-29s on 13-14 
August dropped 5.5 million leaflets telling the Japanese people the terms of the 
Jap surrender offer and the reply of Secretary of State Byrnes, plus the terms of 
the POTSDAM declaration. The populated centers - TOKYO, KOBE, OSAKA, KYOTO, NAG0YA- 
got most, but all islands were covered. 2 B-29s on the 15th and 4 on the 16th 
are scheduled to drop 4 million leaflets on 31 major cities, keeping the Japanese 
people up to date on negotiations. In the North Pacific on the 14th 2 Privateers 
attacked PARAMUSHIRU, and 6 B-24s put 13.5 tons of incendiary clusters on KASHI- 
WABARA staging area, starting a large fire. 

CINCPAC ADVANCE 142310 (pink) requests Japanese to send ship to rendezvous 
with Halsey and lead him into SAGALH WAN. 

CINCPAC & CIIICPOA ADVANCE 150218 congratulates General MacArthur on 
appointment as Supreme Commander. 

MARSHALL 142318 (pink) informs addressees to British Chief of Staff have 
issued instructions to Admiral Fraser for acceptance of Japanese Surrender in 
HONGKONG and have asked concurrance of U.S. Chiefs of Staff on instructions to 
Mountbatten which are set forth in full. 

C0HENCH AND CN0 150000 advises of receipt by State Department of Japanese. 
Sets forth full text of reply. 

CINCPAC ADVANCE 150206 (pink) sets forth changes in BLACKLIST Staff Stud/. 

CTF 95 150215 sets forth recommendations for dissolution TG 95.5> abolition 
title C0MNAV RYUKYUS assignment of CTF 99 duties set forth in CTF 95 OpPlan 3-45. 

CINCPAC ADVANCE 150216 (pink) advises that Halsey acknowledged receipt 
orders for cessation of air attacks at 142130 August but that initial attack was 
under way when directive was received by CINCPAC. 

CINCAFPAC 150245 (pink) sets forth priorities on allocation of seaborne 
troop lift for Phase one of BLACKLIST. 

CINCAFPAC 150305 (pink) warning order for execution of BLACKLIST operation 
COM GEN 6th and oth Armies and 24th Corps directed to expidite arrangements with 
5th, 3rd, 7th Amphibious representatives, and all action addresseiss are instructed 
to initiate the execution of operations to occupy JAPAN and KOREA. 
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SUIRENE COMMANDER FOR THE ALL!.3D POWERS 150355 instructs Japanese 
authorities designate radio station in TOKYO for use between headquarters. Station 
JUM on frequency 13705 KC be used in intrem. 

CINCPOA ADVANCE 150620 requests Immediate dispatch to Japanese 
authorities that any Japanese aii'craft approaching our naval disposition must be 
destroyed for defense purposes. 

CINCPAC ADVANCE 150846 sets forth in detail naval requirements in addition 
to those contained in BLACKLIST. 

CINCPAC ADVANCE 150842 enjoins officers to conduct themselves properly 
in their treatment of Japanese. 

CH'JCAFPAC 151333 (pink) advises that accomplishment of occupation mission 
the U.S. zone of KOREA will require 1 additional Army Division if DARIEN is 
occupied, states that occupation of SHANGHAI by 2 divisions of 3rd PhibCorps is 
feasible baring unforseen developments, recommends that any other occupation on 
CHINA COAST be U.S. forces be subordinated to primary operations. 

COMNCH 151344 warns of intense activities along shores of SAGAMI V, r AN 
probably organized prior surrender but possibly indicating contemplated treachery. 

SUPREJ!E CCIC.iANDER .ALLIED PGTERS 150503 directs cessation of hostilities 
by Japanese forces notification of effective date and hour of such cessation 
directs the Japanese Imperial Government to send representative and sets forth 
means for this representatives to reach MANILA. 


l6 August (Guam Date) 

At 0200 Admiral Sherman and party departed for Manila conference with 
Japanese Representatives. 

SEA SCOUT sank small coastal vessel on 15th in the GULF OF THAILAND. 
CARBONERA destroyed 4 schooners, 2 junks, 2 sampans off the MALAY COAST prior to 
15 August. TIPTOE and TRUMP (British) sank 15 junks and 1 patrol vessel all before 
9th in vicinity of south of JAVA. PLAICE exploded 12 mines in last 4 days, vici¬ 
nity 32-28N, 128-12E. PIPER was forced down, bombed and depth charged by Jap 
radar plane at 1845 l)-9) yesterday, 16th. TORSAK sank 2 MIKURA Frigates before 
final bell with torpedoes in the SEA OF JAPAN. ATULE exploded a frigate with 1 
hit on morning of 13th and possibly scored 1 or 2 hits on another frigate after 
165-mile chase also in JAPAN SEA. BALAO sank one picket and beached another in 
TONIWAII on 14th. All submarines south of HONSHU except 1 off BUNGO SUIDO and 1 
off KII SUIDO for life guard duty are being returned to base. For present submarin¬ 
es are remaining on station in YELLON SEA, EAST CHINA SEAS, SEA OF JAPAN and in 
northern KURILES AREA. Apparently some enemy submarines continue their attacks. 
HEALY (DD 672 ) reported submarine contact at 75-13N, 144-193 at 0852 (-10) on 16 
August. Challenge unanswered, HEALY made 3 attacks, and there are indications of 
damage to sub. Additional DD*s have been sent to the scene. Clearing of SKAU.7AY 
of mines progress despite breakers during the nights of 14th and 15th. TF 38 is 
operating in vicinity of POINT READY, and replenishment units in vicinity of 

POINT? DRINK. 
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A 


16 August (Guam Date)(Cont'd) 


A 


CINCAFPAC 141101 (pink) states amendment in BLACKLIST plan, substituting 
5th Amphibious Coijyfor 1st Army Corps in SASEBG-NAGASAKI area. Removes 27th 
division from 24th Corps for use in B-60. 

MACARTHUR 150529 (pink) announces assumption of command as Supreme 
Commander for the Allied Forces by General KacArthur. Announces channel of 
communication with Japanese Imperial Government will through MacArthur Headquarters. 

COMGHffliDPAC 150930 recommends that JCS be requested on V-J day to remove 
restriction imposed on Hawaiian Area by modifying category defense B. 

C0I.HNCH AND CNO AND JCS U.S. ARMY 152127 (pink) suggests in view of 
Japanese capitulation previous arrangements for liaison groups at KHABAROVSK and 
VLADIVOSTOK be modified. Suggests provide liaison representatives with Cruiser 
to deal with Russian command in whatever ASIATIC port appears desirable. Mentions 
possibility of DAIREN but warns that occupation of that port is not to be com¬ 
municated to Soviets at this time. 

JCS 160045 (pink) directs CINCPAC to release to full control of Admiral 
Fraser such parts of the British Pacific Fleet as he requests. 

l 

CINCPOA ADVANCE 160250 (pink) advises that Rear Admiral Sherman will 
proceed to Manila to represent CINCPAC during meeting with Japanese representatives. 
States intention to send a liaison group headed by a Flag Officer to represent 
CINCPAC at CINCAFPAC headquarters at TOKYO .AREA. 

CITS SAMAR 160433 (pink) refers to FORT BAYARD operation. Announces assign¬ 
ment of officers from NABU 13, announces receipt of designation of 7 LSTs. States 
intention to begin loading on arrival. 

CINCPAC ADVANCE 160724 (pink) suggests cancelation of eschange of Flag 
Officers between CINCPAC headquarters and PEARL and Soviets at VLADVI0ST0K in 
lieu thereof Admiral Settle to be provided with Cruiser and proceed initially to 
VLADVI0ST0K. 

CINCPAC ADVANCE 160809 (pink) sets forth naval facilities required to be 
furnished at (A) YOKOSUKA (B) 0MINAT0 (C) HIROSHIMA (D) SASEBO. 

KWANTUNG ARMY HEADQUARTERS 161117 advises Soviets that Japanese forces of 
KYANTUNG Array have ceased all military movements and requests Soviets cease their 
attacks. Sets forth procedure for maintaining communications. 

CINCAFPAC 161141 (pink) states that CINCAFPAC has no further need for 
Military Liaison Group for KHABAROVSK, inquires if project shall be continued in 
these circumstances. 

‘ ^ V\uwi t I 

NARCOS 161608 sets forth ago»emerrt by Japanese of receipt of messages from 
U.S. Government and Mac Arthur. Sets forth steps which are being taken in response 
thereto. 
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13 August (Guam Date) 


War is not yet over for some of our subs. In SEA OF JAPAN reports that 
the fallen enemy is maintaining day and night air patrol of SEA OF JAPAN and that 
she has been dunked four times and bombed once since the 16th. This is report 
of the PIPER. Enemy submarines also are reported. Merchant ship (BOWLINE KNOT) 
on a westerly course at ten knots sighted submarine at 1430(-10) yesterday at 
10-2411, 154-52E. The submarine was sighted 500 yards on ships port quarters, 
remained partially surfaced for two minutes, then submerged. No indication of 
hostility. A DE has been ordered to investigate and take offensive action if 
and as may prove necessary. A plane of Fleet Air Wing ONE at 1430(-9) yesterday 
sighted an unidentified submarine 28N—128—45S on a southerly course, spped between 
6 and 10 knots, running decks awash. CTF 95 has directed Fleet Air 'ling ONE 
to attack the submarine if it proceeds south of 27-20N. TF 33 is replenishing 
again today. BatDivs 3 and 4 (less MARYLAND) have been assigned to the THIRD 
Fleet and are being assembled at BUCKNER BAY by August 22 as TG 32.90. TF 31, 

TOKYO Occupation Force, R.Adm. Badger in IONA with SAN DIEGO, 6 APA, 1 AKA, 1 LSV, 

1 LSD, 6 DMS, 6 APD and DesDiv 106 has been directed to conform to the movements 

of TF 33 and remain within TBs range until otherwise directed. 

\ 

JNP (RDO TOKYO) 170212 requests that Allied forces refrain from approaching 
the home waters of JAPAN proper until sufficient time has elapsed for the cease 
fire order will have been fully effectuated. 

SUPREME COMMANDER FOR ALLIED PCNERS 170711 confirms the impression of 
Japanese GHQ that the tasks of the representatives in Manila does not include 
signing of surrender agreement. Orders them to act without further delay. 

MACARTHUR 171357 quotes messages nos. 5 and 7 from Japanese GHQ, no. 5 
advises Soviet forces still on offensive, requests steps be taken to bring this 
offensive to a halt. No. 7 advises that the parties for CHINA, MANCHURIA and the 
south left on 17 August. 

MARCOS 171907 quotes Kstfadcast from KHABAROVSK to CO KWANTUNG Army suggest¬ 
ing that Japanese cease military action at 1200 20 August, whereupon Soviettroops 
also will cease. 

COMBICH AND CNO CHIEF OF STAFF 161940 (pink) proposes cancellation of 
Army, Navy liaison groups for KHABAROVSK and VLADIVOSTOK with Russia in view of 
termination of hostilities. Instructs Military mission MOSCOW contain Soviet 
concurranee. 

COMGEN CHINA 170615 (pink) passes along Chinease request that the term 
MANCHURIA be defined as including LIAONING, KARIM and HEILUNGKIANG but not JEHOL 
which Chinese consider integral part of CHINA. 
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AUGUST (GCT) 



IS August (Guam date)(Cont'd) 

GU'ICPAG ADVANCE 170906 (pink) instructs COMIARGILS and COM MARIANAS make 
plans and preparations to receive surrender of Japanese forces remaining in 
BONBTS, MARIANAS, CAROLINES and MARSHALLS, Refers to CBICPAC OpPlan 12-45 . 

• Preliminary plans to be made for activation naval air fields at MAKE and MARCUS 
for use of NATS. 


CINCAFPAC 171045 (pink) advises that JCS WX 5181 has been passed to 
COMPHIBSPAC who is asked to submit best estimate earliest possible date for 
movement to CHINA. 

COMGEN USASTAF 130810 (pink) states USASTAF desire to reserve right to 
review current construction projects in light of post V-J, requirements for VLR 
and to propose construction which may be required. 

19 Aupqist (Guam Date) 

Merchant ship sighted supposed enemy submarine eastbound on surface at 
01-09N, 132-19E. Plane of FAIY ONE sighted another submarine yesterday morning 
in same location as previous day (28N, 128-50E) and also on southerly course, 
speed 6-10 knots. Search is being conducted by 2 DD's. COD on her 17th war 
patrol in South CHINA SEA and JAVA SEA ending August 4 sank 23 junks and an oil 
barge for a total of 2200 tons sunk. Progress of clearing SKAGAAY area continues. 
THIRD Fleet is continuing to replenish today. TF 38 is being reformed as TF 38, 
2nd Carrier Task Force, and TF 39, 1st Carrier Task Force. Aboard the LEVY 
yesterday, Japanese officers representing the Atoll Commander at . .ILLS tentatively 
accepted unconditional surrender terms, subject to approval of MILLS Commander. 

The terms were presented by Captain H. B. Grow, acting for Rear Admiral. liarrill 
(ComMars-Gils). JaDanese were given 48 hours in which to communicate with 
Imperial Headquarters for final instructions. 

NARCOS 190023 (pink) sets forth President Truman's attitude toward 
acceptance of surrender of HONGKCNG by British Officer. 

C0M3RDFLEET 190219 (pink) sets forth in detail Com3rdFleet's alternative 
plans for landing of marines in coordination with 11th AirBome. 

JOINT CHIEFS OF STAFF 192113 (pink) contains instructions.for I.IacArthur 
and Wedemeyer concerning arrangements for surrender of HONGKONG with British 
Officer. 
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20 August (Guam Date) 

The Third Fleet is continuing to replenish and reform today. Replenish¬ 


ment will be concluded by dusk. ANTIETAH, INTREPID and CA3CT escorted by 9 DD's 
sortied MIVSTOK at dawn today for Point READY to join THIRD FLEET. EAT is dawn 
25 August. Sweeping of the southern half of the SKAGWAY area vri.ll be finished 
25 August. Information concerning the axis, depth and spacing of this minefield 
was obtained from the Japanese reoresentatives at MANILA. Information concerning 
enemy submarines also was obtained from these envoys. 8 subs are at sea: 3 near 
OKINAWA, 3 in the vicinity of the MARIANAS and 2 near TRUK. On the 16th these 
sumbarines were ordered to cease hostilities and return to base. This order was 
repeated on the 18th. However, yesterday morning a plane of FAW 18 reported an 
enemy submarine at 14-1411, 147-42S, submerged with periscope showing, on a course 
of 60 degrees. The periscope disappeared after 8 seconds. Also a late dispatch 
from COMFHILSEAFROM reports an attack by DD SMITH on a good sonar contact at 
21-45N, 127-33E early moening of 21st. This attack was made after failure of 
submarine to answer challenge. The Japanese Commander of LULLS ATOLL has displayed 
a signal indicating he was ready to sign the instrument of unconditional surrender. 
Arrangements are being made to effect the surrender aboard a DE at noon on the 22nd. 

The Japanese envoys departed MANILA for JAPAN at 1300 yesterday. 

WARCOS 182313 (pink) advises representatives of Australia, Canada, France 
New Zealand and Netherlands be invited to attend Japanese surrender and that State 
Department will request CINCPAC make provisions accordingly. 

SUPREME COMMANDER FOR ALLIED POWERS 190909 (pink) contains official text 
of (1) Proclamation by Emperor of Japan accepting POTSDAM terms. (2) Instrument 
of surrender. (3) General Order Humber 1 containing directions from Imperial 
General Headouarters to all its commanders in Japan and abroad to cease hostilities 
and surrender to appropriate commanders. Order also covers disarmament, status oi 
Police Force, supplying of information, disposition of ships, minefields etc. 

SUPREME COMMANDER FOR ALLIED POWERS 191047 (pink) requests SACSEA and 
GOC Australian Military forces to arrange between themselves areas in which each 
will receive surrender of Japanese forces. 

SUPREME COMMANDER FOR ALLIED POWERS 191615 (pink) amends paragraph in 
General Order Number 1 dealing with surrender of forces on ASIATIC mainland, 
KARAFUTO and KURILS ISLANDS to CINC Soviet Forces. 



21 August (Guam Date) 

To avoid the typhoon, THIRD Fleet units moved to the southward yesterday, 
and at dusk return to assigned areas to the north. No reports of surrenders of 
enemy submarines yet. A merchant ship sighted a periscope yesterday afternoon at 
]_o_39N 125-30E. A floating mine resembling a barrel was exploded by strafing late 

yesterday afternoon at 21-21N, 127-50E. This is just 19 miles to the_eastward of 
the sonar contact made by the destroyer STCTH early yesterday. Aviation personnel 
rescued by submarines since 28 May totaled 227, of these 47 were from carriers, a 
total of 82 were Navy and 145 were Army. 
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AUGUST (GCT ) 





21 August (Guam Date)(Cont’d) 

The Japanese Government has been informed that the Supreme Commander for 
the Allied Powers will accept the surrender of the Japanese armed forces in TOKYO 
BAY on a United States Battleship on 31 August 1945, on 26 August an advance oarty 
will arrive by air at ATSUGI airdrome. U. S. Naval forces (led by a Japanese ship) 
will arrive in SAGAn WAN, and U. S. Naval Forces (with Japanese pilots) will 
advance into TOKYO BAY. On 28 August, the main airborne force will commence land¬ 
ing at ATSUGI airdrome and Naval and l.Iarine forces will land in the vicinity of 
YOKOSUKA Naval Base. These forces will occupy and establish themselves at once 
within a specifically designated area pending consummation of the formal surrender. 

On 29 and 30 August these landings of airborne and naval forces vail continue. On 
31 August designated later, landing of airborne and naval landing forces will con¬ 
tinue; at an hour aboard a U.S. Battleship in TOKYO BAY the Supreme Commander for 
the .Allied Powers vail receive from duly authorized representatives, the proclamation 
signed by the Emperor and the instrument of surrender to be signed at this ceremony, 
and immediately following the ceremoney of surrender, these two documents together 
with General Order No. One vail be promulgated to the Japanese people. 


JOINT CHIEFS OF STAFF 202137 (pink) advises that in view of large amount 
of air seaborne traffic in the JAPAN and KOREA areas and throughout the KURILES 
weather centrals will be needed. Suggests that liaison to handle details of ship 
and aircraft movement coordination be handled by liaison group aboard ship. 

CINCPAC ADVANCE 210818 (pink) advises of concent of operations for landings 
on CHINA COAST concurred in by representatives of CINCPAC, C0M7TIIFLT, CGHGSKCHIUA 
and staff members of CINCAFPAC and sets forth concept in detail. 

SUPREME COMMANDER FOR THE ALLIED POWERS 210941 (pink) changes surrender 
date set forth in SCAP Z 517 from 28 August to 31 August. States instructions 
received by SCAP concerning acceptance of surrender in SEA-AUSTRALIAN areas by 
SAC and AUSTRALIANS and requests latter to arrange between themselves division 
of the area. 


22 August (Guam Date) 

Units of the Third Fleet have completed replenishment, have reformed for 
the oending operation, and are operating at economical speed in areas assigned. 

As of 20 August 460 mines plus 3 floaters have been swept in the SKAGWAY Area. A 
Check sweep of the southern extremity of the area corroborated the information 
received from the .Japanese envoys at MANILA as to the southern limit of the mine¬ 
field. Plane of Fleet Air Wing 18 reported a submarine yesterday morning, sub¬ 
merged, at 15-53N, 153-5IE. Destroyer Escorts CRONIN and GILLT GAI? made depth 
charge attacks on separate contact in vicinity of 21-22N, 127-19E. Contacts were 
challenged prior to attacking. The CRONIN evaluates these contacts as probably 
non-submarine. Aboard the US3 LEVY (DE 162) inside MILLS Lagoon, shortly afternoon 
yesterday, the Imperial Japanese Navy Commander of MELLE ATOLL surrendered un¬ 
conditionally to Captain Grow, acting for Rear Admiral Harrill, Commander, Marshall- 
Gilberts Area. August 28 has been set for raising American Flag on main island 
of the Atoll. 



CINCAFPAC 210517 (pin!:) concurs in putting in effect the General orovisions 
of Com3RDFlts plan 2 with certain supplementary instructions. 
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COMGENCHINA 210755 (pink) states assumption of COMGENCHINA that Pescedores 
will be included in CHUIA THEATERS area. 

CINCAFPAC 220915 (pink) repling to COMGENCHINA CBF 5250 (not held) states 
that CINCAFPAC has .made no estimate for Array service troops to support marine forces 
available for CHINA COAST operation. 

COMGENCHINA 211220 (pink) states in detail understanding of COMGMCHINA 
THEATER representatives concerning availability logistics support and personnel 
lift of occupation forces for CHINA THEATER. 

JOINT CHIEFS OF STAFF 212230 (pink) states that disarmed Japanese military 
personnel may be used for such purposes and subject to such conditions as may be 
prescribed by naval commanders pending arrangements to return them to their homes 
in accordance with POTSDAM proclamation. 

C0M3RDFLEET 212327 (pink) sets forth C0M3RDFLT opPlan 11-45. 

CCM3RDFLEET 212329 (pink) sets forth Annex 3 to C0U3HDFLTs opplan 11-45. 

C0M3RDFLEET 212341 (oink) sets forth Air Plan (Annex D to Com3rdFlt OpPlan 

11-45). 


CINCPAC ADVANCE 220729 (pink) advises that operation MAJESTIC is suspended 
indefinitely. 

COMGEN CHINA 221200 (pink) advises that to the knowledge of the Generaliss¬ 
imo no negotiations had been initiated between CHINA and BRITIAN concerning 
British operations in HONGKONG area. 

COMGENCHINA 221210 (pink) advises NARCOS and C0H3NCH that necessary mili¬ 
tary coordination between British and CHINA relative to occupation of HONGKONG 
by British is not being made. 

JCS 221835 (pink) states that adjustments of boundaries of S'JPA also changes 
command responsibility as agreed to at POTSDAM JILL become effective with formal 
surrender. Commander Allied Naval Forces SWPA will be abolished and all naval 
forces except U.S. will pass to British control. 

COMGENCHINA 171110 (pink) sets forth in detail plans 
government troops into strategic areas in CHINA to cope with 
surrender and preservation of lav; and order. 


for movement of central 
the problems of orderly 
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23 August (Guam Date) 

Third Fleet is operating at economical speed in an area southeast of TOKYO* 
DORTCH (DD 670) made a submarine contact at 31-59N, 143-18E early yesterday morning 
The submarine fired a yellow flare. No attack was made by the DORTCH. ComTHIRD 
Fleet has directed CTG 30.8 to conduct an air and surface seach of the area, and 
CTG 38.4 to search the area from scene of contact forward toward EMPIRE. If the 
submarine is located, it will either surrender immediately or be destroyed. 

OOMINCH 231516 (pink) advises that CINCBPF had been instructed to hold 
HONGKONG forces at LEYTE or other convenient ports pending further orders, and 
to conform to MacArthura views on timing Jap surrender. 

JOINT CHIEFS OF STAFF 221934 (pink) states that no further action is 
desired with respect to NAPKO project. 

COIUNCH AND CNO 201945 sets forth presidential directive to all concerned 
to take necessary action to prevent release of any information concerning Atomic 
Bomb. 

C0M3RDFLT 211431 advises C0MGEN8THARMY that 3rdFleet will execute plan 
2. Directs C0MGEN8THAHMY to arrange with Admiral McCormick for naval gunfire 
support, suggests that C0MGEN11TH AIRBORNE DIVISION send air support liaison officer 

CINCPAC ADVANCE 220823 sets forth schedule of return of amphibious corps 
and MarDivs to U.S. when relieved or released. 

CINCPAC ADVANCE 230833 advises C0MN0RPAC he is considered Task Force 
Commander and instructs him to initiate compliance OpPlan 12-45. 

CINCAFPAC 231127 advises CINCPAC of numbers of officers of Allied Powers 
correspondents etc, who will be present on MISSOURI for surrender ceremony. 

CQMINCH AND CNO 23O836 sets forth views of CINCPAC on proposal for 
groudning PENNSYLVANIA on OKINAWA to provide coast defense. Advises that ship 
will be towed to GUAM for drydocking and limited repairs. 

CINCPAC ADVANCE 23O838 concurs to implication to discontinue are cancel¬ 
lations to bonous to Merchant Marine; influrnce of Marine war risk insurance; 
would establish termination date for operations and campaigns in progress. States 
belief that Armed Guard and armament should remain on Merchant Ships for the 
time being. 

CINCPAC ADVANCE 232217 concurs in use of Hospital ships for evacuation 
of WAKE and MARCUS. 
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24 August (Guam Date) 

Units of the THIRD Fleet are operating in designated areas to the north 
of fueling area and east of Point PRIEST* TF 33 has proceeded to operating areas 
in coastal waters north and south of TOKYO. Later in the day, omits will be 
proceeding to Point PRIEST, rendezvous point for entrance plan. All force, group, 
and unit commanders have been given full discretion in taking action to avoid 
the path of the storm. 

TG 35.90 (R.Adm. McCormick) ,with BatDivs 3 and 4, is en route to Point 
PRIEST, ETA 2340(-9), 26 August. BIRDDOG destroyers are on station between 
OKINAWA and TOKYO for air-sea rescue duty. 

Japanese GHQ reports to SCAP that four merchant vessels were attacked and 
sunk by a submarine, presumably Russian, on 22 August in the coastal waters of 
northern HOKKAIDO. 

CINCPOA ADVANCE 240811 deals with the establishment of seaplane and surface 
air-sea rescue services within area of responsibility of Com3rdFlt. 

JCS 232208 (pink) directs Wedemeyer to inform Mac Arthur when British have 
coordinated arrangements for surrender of HONGKONG with him and with the Chinese; 
advises that British will provide facilities through HONGKONG area for assistance 
and support of Chinese and American forces in CHINA. 

CINCPAC ADVANCE 240118 (pink) directs addressees to comply with OpPlan 
for occupation and control of coastal waters of JAPAN and KOREA as soon as 
practicable. 

CINCPOA ADVANCE 240820 deals with implementation, operational control, and 
logistic support of Marine fighter groups, naval search and transport squadrons. 

CINCPAC ADVANCE 240812 requests dispatch advice of text of Annex No. 11 
of CINCAFPAC Operations Instructions No. 4. 

SCAP 241505 advises that necessary arrangements to accomplish surrender 
of Japanese forces in HONGKONG to British are to be made directly between 
Rear Admiral Harcourt, General Wedemeyer, and Chinese Board of Military Operations. 
Contains supplemental instructions. 

CINCPAC ADVANCE 240120 expresses CINCPAC desires concerning anchorages 
accorded major ships in TOKYO BAY. 

CINCPAC ADVANCE 240156 directs addressees to nominate a CarDiv for temporary 
duty in 7th Fleet. 

CINCPAC ADVANCE 250145 states CINCPAC intenticar that CarDiv in Asiatic 
waters be commanded by R. Adm. A. C. Davis, and that ships be those best prepared 
for extended service. 


AUGUST (GCT ) 
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25 August (Guam Date) 

The schedule for the entrance and occupation of the TOKYO BAT AREA has 
been postponed 2 days because of the typhoon over the EMPIRE. Fleet units are 
in the areas assigned south and east of the TOKYO BAY AREA, operating at 
discretion to avoid the path of the storm. TG 38.1 and 38*4 are in coastal 
waters to the north and east of TOKYO, TG 38*3 to the south and west of TOKYO. 

With 38.3 is the WASP, which sustained damage to the foreward end of the flight 
deck from heavy seas in the typhoon. CTF 32 (V.Adm. Wilkinson) with ComFhibGp 
12 (CTF 33) with ComGen 11th Corps 1st Cavalry Division and 112 Cavalry RCT 
embarked has reported to Com3rdFlt for duty and is enroute from PHILIPPINES to 
SAGAMI WAN entrance, ETA 0600, 3 September. With approval of SCAP a Japanese 
relief vessel departed YOKOSUKA for MARCUS 16000 19-9) 25 August on direct course 
ETA 0600 l(-9) 28 August. Departs MARCUS 16001(-9) 29 August, ETA TOKYO 0800 
I(-9) 1 September. Vessel is destroyer type with explosives removed, guns in¬ 
operative. Thi3 vessel has been granted safe passage. CTG 111.2 (British) 
with 2 CV, 2 CL, 4 DD, 1 AS, 9 SS, 1 AA and 8 AMS reports that he intends to sail 
TG 111.2 to arrive off HONGKONG dayli^it 28 August. He will endeavor to bring 
Japanese Naval and Military representatives on board on 29 August and to enter 
HONGKONG harbor as soon as arrangements have been made to preserve law and order. 
Final surrender to take place on 1st September subject to the surrender to the 
Supreme Commander having been effected. 

CINCPAC ADVANCE 250139 (pink) asks when ships of 5thFlt will occupy and 
control coastal waters of JAPAN. 

CINCPAC ADVANCE 250801 (pink) advises of ETD 7th InfDiv from OKINAWA and 
recommends that if Russians seize KEIJO, FUSAN be substituted as objective. 

CINCPAC ADVANCE 250839 (pink) modified OpPlan 12-45 with respect to 
organization of mobile service forces. 

CINCPAC ADVANCE 250853 (pink) requests concurrence proposed date for 
ComPhil£eaFron to assume responsibility as senior naval commander 9NPA. 

f 

COMINCH AND CNO 241626 (pink) advises that proposed set-up of areas in 
Pacific for matters U.S. Naval jurisdiction as set forth in COMINCH 191648 was 
for planning purposes. 

COMGENCHINA 200725 (pink) asks whether composition of Marine Corps will 
be adequate for service functions in SHANGHAI AREA. 

COMGENCHINA 250820 (pink) states assumptions of SHANGHAI will be ac¬ 
complished by Chinese while Marines occupy TAKU and TSINGTAO, further assumes 
Marines will be self-supporting. Advises that entire air support can be furnished 
by CHINA THEATER, Port of SHANGHAI will be operated with resources intended for 
FORT BAYARD. 

CINCAFPAC 241511 reiterates guiding concerning in utilization of resources 
must be 1st priority to occupation of JAPAN, 2nd to KOREA and reviews at length 
plans and CINCAFPAC attitude toward operations in other areas. 
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AUGUST (GCT) 


SUPREME COMMANDER FOR THE ALLIED POWERS 250608 postpones all dates for 
occupation operations for AS hours. 

CINCPAC ADVANCE 250907 recommends that JCS directive 823/5 be revised 
so that all logistic support for strategic air forces be made army responsibility. 

CINCSWPA 25H01 concurs in proposal far transfer of responsibilities 
senior Naval Officer SWPA as indicated in C0M7THFLT 1801A0. 

CINCAFPAC 251505 states CINCAFPAC attitude toward repatriating and 
opinion that it is inadvisable to initiate repatriation of Japs on WAKE and 
MARCUS prior to 3 September. 

SUPREME COMMANDER FOR THE ALLIED PCWERS 25 1A57 advises that SCAP 
will coordinate evacuations of POW TOKYO AREA, requests 3rd Fleee not to under¬ 
take unilateral action. 

26 August (Guam Date) 

At 0800(-9) at a point 20 miles southeast of 0-SHIMA a Japanese ship is 
scheduled to meet units of the THIRD Fleet, transfer emissaries to the MISSOURI 
via NICHOLAS, and lead them into SAGAMI WAN in the following order: Task Group 
30.1 (Fleet Flagship Group), Task Group 30.2 (British Flagship Group), Task Force 
35 (including Task Group 35*90) (Support Force) plus CTG 30.6 in SAN JUAN, Task 
Force 37 (British Support Force), Task Force 31 (YOKOSUKA Occupation Force). 
Fighter cover for these units will be provided by CTG 38.A* Rear Adm. Hall (CTF 
33) with Vice Adm. Wilkinson (ContfrdPhibFor CTF 32) accompanying, TranaRon 16 
and TransDiv 65 with ComGenllth Corps, 1st Cavalry Division, and 112th Cavalry 
RCT embarked en route TOKYO area to arrive 1 September. INTREPID, CABOT and 
four destroyers have been detached from Task Force 38 to proceed to BUCKNER BAY 
arriving JO August and to report to Commander SEVENTH Fleet for duty. 

SCAP 260A19 (pink) states that indications are that initial movement of 
light Armed troops of 7th Division can take place departing OKINAWA A September 
arriving KEUO on the 7th, to be followed with heavier equipment, actual oc¬ 
cupation of KEIJO to take place on 11 September. 

CINCPAC ADVANCE 260127 (pink) advises that Corps Troops are scheduled 
to land with Marine units in North CHINA and that if this plan is followed ho 
«i mi 1 ar CINCPAC units will be available to use at SHANGHAI. 

CINCPAC ADVANCE 260908 (pink) advises of plan to activate WAKE as Naval 
Air Base under COMMARGILS, instructs COMSERVPAC, OOMAIRPAC render assistance and 
COMAIRPAC to nominate commander NAB WAKE. 


CINCPAC ADVANCE 260907 (pink) same as 260908 except to MARCUS and places 
island under cognizance of COM MARIANAS. 

CINCPAC ADVANCE 260821 (pink) advises CINCAFPAC that AAA units required 
in hi3 251509 are nob available and gives reasons. 


- continued - 
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AUGUST (GCT) 

26 August (Guam Date)(Cont*d) 

CINCBFF 250210 advises of forces available for taking surrender 
RABAUL, OCEAN and NAURU. 

CTG 111.2 250628 advises of intent to sail TG 111.2 to arrive off HONG¬ 
KONG 28 August and receive Japanese naval and military representatives on 29 
August to accept final surrender (subject to surrender to SCAP have been 
affectuated) on 1 September. 

CINCPAC ADVANCE 260901 asks if TACHIBANA can make trip to WAKE or 
MARCUS returning with full load of Japanese without reconditioning. 

SCAP 261409 states policy with respect to surrender of sidearms and 
swords must be turned in and policy is to request Japanese officers to attend 
surrender ceremony without arms to avoid necessity of tender at ceremony. 

SCAP 26 OIII states desire of SCAP that senior Japanese commanders 
formally surrender to designated representatives of CINCAFPAC (subsequent to 
final surrender) as foH osts: in PHILIPPINES to CCMGENAFWESPAC, at Manila; 
in the RYUKYUS to COMGENTEHj in KOREA to C0MGEN24THCCRPS. 

CHIEF SIGNAL OFFICER GHQ AFPAC 260434 advises that representative of 
CINCAFPAC would board MISSOURI in TOKYO to install EHF radio andequipment and 
message center for CINCAFPAC. 

WAROOS 262008 advises that designation of COMGEN TEN to receive surrender 
in RYUKYUS is contrary to provisions of General Order Number One. 

COMLNCH AND CNO 251555 outlines tentative ultimate postwar disposition 
of units of Pacific Fleet. 


27 August (Guam Date) 

Plane of Fleet Air Wing 18 sighted a periscope early yesterday afternoon 
at 09-25W, 140-15E (S.E. of YAP) Yesterday morning, carrier planes of 38.1 
sighted a submarine flying the Japanese Ensign and a black flag at 38-47 143—12. 
About 40 minutbs later a second Japanese submarine, also flying the national 
ensign and a black flag was sighted at 37-42 144-52. DD's were despatched to 
intercept both subs and board them. At the same time 35.80 was directed to 
send a prize crew for each submarine to relieve the temporary boarding parties. 
Subs will then be brough to SAGAMI WAN. A Destroyer and Destroyer Escort are 
departing GUAM today for TRUK to conduct preliminary negotiations for surrender. 
Negotiations for the surrender of ROTA, PALAUS, MARCUS and JALUIT are already 
underway. R.Adm. Harcourt, RN, CTG 111.2 in INDOMITABLE is to ender HONGKONG 
tomorrow, August 29th to accept the Japanese surrender of HONGKONG on behalf of 
the United Kingdom, subsequent to the general surrender ceremonies at TOKYO. 
ComNorPac reports that the Amy intercepted a plain language message from 
MATSUWA reporting RUSSIAN landings on the 26th. Japanese Destroyer met the 
3rd Fleet off O-SHIMA at 0800 yesterday as scheduled and the transfer of rep¬ 
resentatives to the MISSOURI was effected without incident. TF 31 aommonced 

3314 


- continued - 














- continued - 



AUGUST (GCT) 


A 


/N 


27 August (Guam Date)(Cont'd) 

conducting minesweeping yesterday* If sweeping of American aerial mines has 
been satisfactorily completed, the SAN DIEGO and destroyers will anchor off 
YOKOSUKA today and the heavy ships will be moved into TOKYO BAY 29 August. 


COMNORPAC 262220 outlines OOMNORPAC plan to enter OLHNATO with TF 92 
on 8 August with air cover by TF 49. 


C0M3RDFLT 270711 reports contact with Japanese DD of O-SHIMA to pick 
up Japanese emissaries, pilots and intrepreters. 


JCS 251944 (pink) confirms British assumption that Japanese commanders 
will be required to furnish information direct to representatives of the allied 
commanders. 

DEANE 261520 (pink) contains certain amendments to instrument of sur¬ 
render of Japanese required by USSR. 


CINCPAC ADVANCE 261713 (pink) warning order for initiation of preparations 
for operation BELEAGER with target date 30 September 1945. 

CINCPAC ADVANCE 270209 (pink) outlines for planning purposes only ten¬ 
tative logistics plan for naval and marine forces BELEAGER (part 4, Annex H, 

OpPlan 12-45)• 


CINCPAC ADVANCE 270108 (pink) advises flag officers that questions con¬ 
cerning disposition and use of captured or occupied territory are political and 
that where government policy has not been announced high ranking officers are 
abstained from expressing their cwn opinion. 

C0M7THFLT 270513 (pink) sets forth 7th Fleet Op Order 4-45 for operations 
in YELLOW SEA. 

C0M7THFLT 270755 (pink) directs action addressees to assume logistics 
responsibilities 7th Fit, further directs CCMSERVRON 7 furnish logistics require¬ 
ments to naval units in SlYPA. 

COMGENCHINA 271300 (pink) concurs in inclusion of a reduced strength 
MAW for Marine Corps operations in TIENTSIEN or TSINGTAD area of North CHINA. 


COMGENCHINA 271328 (pink) concurs in recommendation that decision of 
certain landings in north CHINA will be at TAKU and CHINWANGTAO and that hence¬ 
forth reference will be to TIENTSIN AREA. 


CINCAFPAC 271419 (pink) confirms assumption that any information required 
of Japanese Commanders shall be delivered direct to representatives of allied 
commanders. 
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AUGUST (GCT) 


28 August (Guam Date) 

Admiral Nimitz, Admiral Sherman and party left for TOKYO. 

No word has been received on actual location of units in the SAGAMI WAN- 
TOKYO BAY area. However, TF 31 should be inside TOKYO BAY with the heavy ships 
moving in today. In addition to the two Japanese submarines which surrendered 
yesterday and now en route to SAGAMI WAN with prize crews, the SEGUNDO (SS 398) 
captured a third submarine at 39-1GN, 144-45E, has put a prize crew aboard, and is 
escorting it to TOKYO. One of the submarines which surrendered yesterday displaced 
5000 tons, has two decks and is equipped for catapult plane and schnorchel. Com- 
PhilSeaFron relieved Cora7thFleet of all duties as Senior Naval Officer in SWPA, 
except those as Commander Allied Naval Forces SWPA. Task designation of PhilSeaFron 
is now TF 93. Com7thFlt departed Manila yesterday in MINNEAPOLIS with CruDiv 6, 
to rendezvous with ComDiv 16 off OKINAWA. Minesweeping group has departed Philip¬ 
pines for sweeping operation at KEIJO on west coast of KOREA. A CVE group will 
provide air cover. Two Australian cruisers, SHROPSHIRE and HOBART with two DD’s 
are en route to TOKYO to participate in surrender ceremonies. With planes in the 
air and DE's firing salutes, R.Adm. Harrill yesterday witnessed U.S. colors 
hoisted at MILLS ATOLL. 

COMGENCHINA 281225 (pink) expresses desirability for TF 93 units to enter 
SHANGHAI at earliest possible date, request comment on practicability minesweeping 
and enter t>y 15 September; states that occupation of SHANGHAI by Chinese troops 
will proceed on schedule. 

COMINCH AND CNO 272312 advises that War Department agrees to maintain 
token garrisons AITUTAKI and PENRYHN pending completion State Department 
negotiations. 

CINCBFF 280700 proposes that CINCBPF accept responsibility for conveying 
all allied POWS from HONGKONG to MANILA; that SACSEA arrange for repatriation of 
all Indian personnel from MANILA to INDIA; that movement begin as soon as CINCAFPAC 
is ready to receive PCOTS. 

SCAP 281225 sets forth exact breakdown of responsibility for acceptance 
of surrender of Japanese Aimed Forces between SACSEA and ComGenAustralian Forces. 
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AUGUST (GCT) 

29 Aiigust (Guam Date) 

At 1405 I yesterday Admiral Nimitz and members of his staff arrived at 
TOKYO BAY by seaplane, and 15 minutes later Admiral Nimitz broke his flag in the 
SOUTH DAKOTA. SEGUNDO (SS 398) is escorting her captured Jap sub with prize crew 
aboard to TOKYO. Planes of FAST IB commenced tracking a submarine at 1000 yesterday 
at 15-12N, 147-14E, on westerly course. Sonor buoys were dropped, oil slick seen. 
Today is "L" Day for landings in TOKYO BAY area. At 0600 airborne landings com¬ 
menced at ATSUGI airfields, and Marine landings of 4th RCT at YOKOSUKA and at 
FUTTSU SAKI were to be coordinated with the airborne landings. R.Adm. Carney will 
accept the YOKOSUKA Naval Areas 30 minutes after the Marines land. Japanese men 
of war will be collected in the YOKOSUKA area. 12 submarines with escorts gather¬ 
ing off SAGAMI WAN to participate in surrender ceremonies. Already in TOKYO BAY 
are the SOUTH DAKOTA, MISSOURI, DUKE OF YORK, IOWA and TF 31. Other units in 
SAGAMI WAN. 

CINCAFPAC 281219 (pink) explains designation of C0MGEN1QTH ARMY to receive 
Japanese surrender in RYUKYUS. 

C0M7THFLT 290050 (pink) advises of expectation that target date of 7 Sept 
for KEIJO can be met with small advance party by air on 4 Sept, subject approval 
of SCAP and successful negotiations and reception. 

CINCPAC ADVANCE 290751 (pink) instructs C0M7THFLT comment direct to COM 
GENCHINA on proposal for TF 93 to enter SHANGHAI. 

MOUNTBATTEN SACSEA 291357 (pink) requests permission to ask COMGEN USFCT 
for information concerning American units to enter on schedule HONGKONG-, 

SCAP 281233 sets forth islands and areas to be surrendered to SACSEA and 
CdUNCH-AUSTRALIAN military forces respectively. 

CINCAFPAC 281553 sets forth General Order No. 41 General Hqts SWPA. 

CINCPAC ADVANCE 281823 advises, that CINCPAC has concurred in occupation of 
OCEAN and NAURU by British with understanding that occupations forces are subject 
to coordination by CINCPAC-FOA. 

CINCPOA ADVANCE 290811 requests ComHawSeaFron to resubmit recommendations 
for reduction of his forces. 

CINCAFPAC 291431 advises of revised dates occupation KANOYA AREA; requests 
that Japanese ship meet U.S. Naval forces West of SATA-MISAKI with pilots and 
interpreters to lead U.S. ships into KAGOSHIMA WAN. 

ADMIRALTY 282353 and 282359 comprise a single dispatch but quotes two 
messages: First from British Consul to Secretary of State for Colones advises of 
Consuls ability to set up civil administration and requests instructions. Second 
is reply from Secretary of State Colonies instructing Consul to comply with 
instructions of CTG 111.2 who will establish military government by proclamation. 
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AUGUST (GCT) 

30 August (Guam Date) 

Admiral Halsey's headquarters were established at YOKOSUKA Naval Base 
at 1045 I yesterday. Landings of Marines and airborne forces continue. AP 137 
MINERAL STURGIS, escorted by 2 DE's arrives off 0—SHIMA today with representatives 
of allied governments to be present at signing of surrender. SEGUNDO and other 
submarines scheduled to be present at ceremonies entered SAGAMI WAN today. 

YOKOSUKA airfield is ready for limited service and Com3rdFleet recommends it be 
used by NATS as early as possible for evacuation of POW's. WASP, damaged in 
typhoon, is being detached from 38.3 and routed to Pearl via ENIWETOK. Remainder 
of TF 38 is reforming into two Carrier Task Forces of two groups each. Internee 
and POW camps in YOKOSUKA have been found to be black hell-holes. Evacuation of 
FOW is well underway. POW (except U.S.N. personnel and Marines) will be evacuated 
to Manila as directed by SCAP. At PAGAN ISLAND in the north MARIANAS a plane of 
FAW IS at 0945 K saw crosses and waving people; second plane saw personnel disembari 
from a launch and remove crosses at 1020 K, also red flashed believed by crew to 
be small arms fire. Two other launches offshore did not land. A third plane saw 
no crosses visible from 50 feet at 1500 K. 

JOINT CHIEFS OF STAFF 302141 (pink) advises MacArthur that Stilwell may 
accept surrender of RYUKYUS but will act subject to supervision of Admiral 
Nimitz. 




V 




31 August (Guam Date) 

The 4th Marine RCT landed in the YOKOSUKA Area. 38.1 is replenishing today 
while 38.4 has returned to the area north of TOKYO. In view of the desperate si¬ 
tuation in PCM camps. Admiral Nimitz has proposed joint action by Army and Navy and 
that contact teams of 20 be formed and flown to every POW camp in the Empire, to 
supervise care, administratioh, evacuation, etc. CarDiv 5 in ANTIETAM, INTREPID 
and CABOT with DD's has reported to Com7thFlt for duty, and as CTF 72 is proceeding 
to EAST CHINA SEA and YELLCM SEA to support SEVENTH Fleet operations, and to make 
a show of force over CHINA Coast and KOREA. Com7thFlt in MINNEAPOLIS is already 
operating in EAST CHINA SEA with CruDiv 6 and 16. Further sweeping of SKAGWAY 
Area has been deferred in favor of ARCADIA Area to the northwest which will be 
completed by ID September. Other sweeping assignments include KEIJ0 Area, west 
coast of KOREA ("E" Day for landings is 7 September for 7th Division and 24th Corps 
Sweeping starts 4 September). MinDiv 8 from OKINAWA will rendezvous with ComNorPac 
30 miles south of point "ARGOSY" on 6 September, to sweep channel of Eastern TSUGAR1 
STRAIT to 0MINAT0. (ComNorPac plans to enter 0MINAT0 on 7 September. Sweep unit 
will arrive off southern KYUSHU on 3 September to sweep path into KAGOSHIMA WAN to 
the KAN0YA Airfield. ("T" Day 4 September). GILMORE with 18 subs departed SUBIC 
BAY last evening for PEARL. Only submarines now operating are 5 subs in SEA OF 
JAPAN and one on lifeguard duty off SAKISHIMA GUNT0. 12 submarines at TOKYO will 
return to U.S. immediately after surrender ceremonies. Yesterday morning Rear 
Admiral Whiting, representing Commander Mariana Area, accepted the surrender of 
MARCUS ISLAND on board the destroyer BAGLEY. Surrender negotiations continue 
throughout the Pacific, with surrender ceremonies being deferred until the TOKYO 
surrender is accomplished tomorrow. Vice Admiral Murray left GUAM this morning in 
PORTLAND to accept the surrender of TRUK. 


CINCAFPAC 310137 (pink) reiterates desirability earliest possible entrance 
SHANGHAI: advises that former TF 93 now designated TF 74. 
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03 1310 MURRAY (DP 576) TO COMvlARGILS AREA.CINCPAC ADV . 


After thorough search found no grounds for detaining TAKASAGO !1ARU and 
directed her continue voyage. Crew 157 civilians Navy boat crew and communi- 
cators. Naval medical 109. Half sand ballasted. Rations on board estimated 
1500 men 1 month. General and medical stores very low. Her captain states 
destination WAKE to evacuate sick and wounded. Expects stay few hours then 
return MUAORAN. Received utmost cooperation. My 030730. My fuel midnight 
96000 gallons. Am trailing. Ship reports sighting surfaced US submarine 
on 23th or 29th and aircraft today. Boarding oarty gained impression this 
crew fully aware of ■ultimate fate of Empire. 


04 0540 COMFEAF TO CIHCPQA ADV ITO CINCAFRA.C.C0?.IAF20.C0:IAF5.CGP0A.C0MSUBPAC;G0i:CEN 

TEN. COMGEN ADVON FEAF . 


O 

o 


AZ 74005. Re CUTCPOA ADV HED 300304 to CG 5th AF subject Air Sea Rescue 
services. This Hed concurs in the establishment of a single agency to 
operate air sea rescue service from OKINAWA and current plans contemplate 
such operation. Since far east air forces will have primary interest in 
the service, on arrival in OKINAWA of its air sea rescue units FEAF will 
assume responsibility for all air sea rescue in the RYUKYUS-CHINA SEA-YELLOW 
SEA-EMPIRE area west of 134-40. The 5th Emergency Rescue Group Hq, 3rd 
Rescue Sqn, 6th Rescue Sq and 14 Rescue Boat Sq have been ordered into 
OKINAWA to provide necessary service. Provisions of Allied Air Forces S0P1 
number 29 June 24 will govern operations. Request for assistance of naval 
facilities will he made as necessary to operate the best service possible 
to facilitate the rescue of airmen of the Army and Navy Air Forces. 

06 0617 CINCPAC ADV TO C T NCS..'?A INFO CC'CTNCH. CC-7THFLT.CG AIRETPAC . 



Addendum 2 to Owns Instructions No. 96 issued by Hdqtrs AAF SWPA under 
date of 27 June places 1st Marine Aircraft Wing under operational control 
of the Royal Australian Air Force. Request the 1st Marine Aircraft Wing be 
released now to the operational control of Com7thFlt to prepare for future 
operations. 

06 0626 CINOPOA ADV TO CTF 93.CTC- 99.3 HIFO COMC-SN TEN.CETCAFPAC.OG FEAF.CGAAFPOA 

COMGMN 7TH AF. 


1 © 


1st action addee direct all 7th AF units established in OKINAWA to report 
to CTG 99.2 for operational control until command of the 7th AF is passed to 
CINCAFPAC. 

06 0829 C INC "AC ADV TO COT TECH INFO CC- 7THFLT, CINCAFPAC ,CNB NANUS.CINCPAC PEARL. 

.After conference with ComNavBase MANTJS it is recommended that tt the earli¬ 
est date the following principles be approved in connection with the use of 
MANUS by the British Pacific Fleet in order to increase the effectiveness of 
its support of forth-coming operations. 

(A) CINCBPF be authorized to establish British construction forces and con¬ 
struct on LOS I EGR0S ISL-.ID in the vicinity of Red Beach and DRAGOON dock 
(between M0M0TE and MOKERANG airstrips,) such facilities as he requires using 
if desired camos and camp sites as made available by Comdt NOB MANUS. 

(B) CINCBPF be authorized to establish a Monab at HTYILU in addition to the 
one already established at P0NAM and be permitted to share also the use of 
MCMOTE airstrip as necessary to meet requirements of transport operations. 
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06 0329 CINCPAC ADV TC UOIIEKCH MIFO CC?7TH?LT. CINCAFPAC. ETC . (CONTINUED) 


(C) Unused housing at the Section Base 1-AllUS be nade available temnorarily 
for the use of British personnel who would furnish their «n messing arrange¬ 
ments at that base. 


(D) A detachment of British officers and men oe accommodated and messed at 
the headquarters of the US Naval Base for purpose of maintaining communications 
and general administrative coordination. 

(E) CN3 MANUS be authorised to make available to CHICBPF surplus buildings 

and equipment subject to their being replaced at a 


later date as required. 

Early concurrence of CINCAFPAC and CQLISSRV7THFLT requested. 


OS 0200 CQL7THFLT TO CINCAFPAC INFO C0N.IiICH.CK3 MANUS.CINCPCA ADV.G0,-AIR7THFLT.CO:iSER V- 

sovffsr -ac . 

Concur in CIIICPAC ADV 060S29. 


O 03 o6l 4- Oinor-AG jm TO ON 3wDrNT.0QHDESDIV IQS INFO CTF 3S. CTO 30.3. CCMSUBPAC . 
MCDERNUT. 



Officers who previously boarded TAKAEAGO 1.IARU report English spealdng 
Japanese aboard and that her coal supply probably gave little reserve over 
requirements for round trip from Empire to ’JAKE. Desire that we be spared 
necessity for diverting a ship to to.:f her in or the a.ibarrassment of obtain¬ 
ing coal and looking out for the sick and wounded sending arrival of such 
coal if the ship is brought into one of our ports for lack of coal. 

Ascertain at once if she has sufficient coal to carry out Com3rdFlt 
072123. If not escort her to position Lat 37 N Long 143 E then release her 
before daylight 10 July with orders to proceed by most direct route to TSUGAHU 
STRAITS. Upon release HCDERMUT procedd on easterly course for 4 or more 
hours then to rendezvous with TG 30.3 during d-ay light hours. This modifies 
Com3rdFlt 072123. 



09 0347 CQMG5MAAFP0A TO CINCPOA. CINCAFPAC . 

NBR 5016. 

This headquarters concurs in the transfer of headquarters 7th AF to the 
FEAF effective this date. Detail recommendations as to the units which are 
to be transferred to FEAF with the hdqtrs of the 7th AF will be forwarded not 
later than 15 July. 


10 0055 CINCPOA ADV TO CG ID INFO CIITCAF AC.C3FEAF.CG2ndMARAIR.ING.DSPCO: !20AF.CGAAFPOA 

CUNINCH. C0N3RDFL':. Ck j’.IP IPO 1. CCMGENXA. 


Transfer operational control of 7th AF and temporarily of 20th AF units 
based in RYUKYUS to ComGen FEAF. Retain 2nd MarAirWing under your operational 
control for the primary purpose of air defense RYUKYUS and also for support 
of other U.S. forces in the Mestern Pacific. 

Under your direction CG 2nd HarAir'./ing may make aircraft available to 
partici iate in offensive operations of FEAF when agreeable to local commanders 
concerned. 

Advise all concerned when transfer becomes effective. 

O 
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10 0601 ctkcafpac to ccngenae-edpac INFO NARCOS. CINCPAC ADV ho . 

CX 244H. 

With further operational responsibility practically eliminated excent 
for support of 20th AF the continuing necessity for shipment to APMIDPAG of 
large number of service type units from ETC, UTO and the U.S., whether from 
redeployment or othervo.se is not understood here. It is believed desirable 
that you service force requirements be completely reexamined in the light 
of changed operational concepts and elans and the critical shipping situation 
developing as a result of large shipping backlogs in indirectly redeployed 
units. The utmost economy in requirements is essential in order that available 
troop lift can be utilized to the greatest advantage, and in order that UIJB 
JBCTITICALLY needed in AFPAC to launch operations directed by Joint Chiefs 
of Staff may not be CE.r_y.DED by less essential troop movements. Request con¬ 
ference with your representatives in MANILA on or about 1 August on this 
subject. 


0 

O 


u 


06 0325 CINCPQA ADV TO CG 10 INFO COMAIRPAC. CQMSERVPAC. AIRPACSUBCOMFQRD. CINCPAC PEARL. 

OCMINCII Cr. CMC . ISCCII OKINAWA. ISCC JCE 3HIMA. X TxVaC 12.CTU 99.3.4.CTG 99.1. 

C?U 99.3.3.CO : -’.RIM AS.CTU99. 3 .4.9 9.3.7.OGF V AC,1.1 TNI33PAC.CCM3RDFLT. Ca.I5THflU 

Effective upon relief of Commo F. D. Kirtland USN by RAdm J. D. Price USN 
as CTU 99*3.4 the Naval Operating Base at OKINAWA will be expanded to include 
all naval and Marine shore facilities including all naval and Marine Air 
Bases in the OKINAWA Group subject to the follov/ing: 

(A) Naval Base IE SHE LA will remain under the operational control of IsCom 
IE SHriA but its Comdr will report to Comdt IIOB OKINAWA for type and 
administrative command. 

(3) Naval communication activities in the Joint Communication Center will 
remain assigned to the operational control of the officer in charge of 
the JCC but will also report to Comdt NOB OKINAWA for type and administra¬ 
tive command. 

(C) ComNavAirBases OKINAWA will retain units presently assigned to him but 
will report to Comdt NOB OKINAWA. 

(D) Organization and control of TU 99.3*5 Construction Troops OKINAWA will 
continue unchanged CBMUs remaining assigned as before but all Naval Con¬ 
struction Troops will be under the overall administrative control of 
Comdt NOB OKINAWA for naval purposes. 

(E) Marine Corps units including Marine Air Wing 2 Prov Marine AA Group 12th 
Service Bn and units rehabilitating will for purposes of the general ad¬ 
ministration of the naval service be under the supervision of CTU 99.3*4* 
Their operational control and Marine Corps administrative channels remain¬ 
ing unchanged. Issue necessary orders to implement the foregoing. 

11 0628 CINCPQA ADV TO CINCAFPAC INFO CINCPQA PLARL . 

Request early reply to ay 030335 (Top Secret). 

11 0828 CINCPAC ADV TO CCM3RDFLT I.!F0 CT? 33. CIIICPAC PEARL HQ. 

Answering Com3rdFlt 100100. SEA OF JAPAN ports capable of ship reoair in 
order of importance are MAIZURU, FUSA1I,OTARU,IIIGASHI-I*JASS,TSUHJ GA, NIIGATA and 
RASHIN. Other important ports where heavy shipping traffic may be expected are 
SEISHIN, FUSHHvI , GE; ZAI’ , BOKUKfflSHIi:, HEISUI, SAKATA, YUKI and KONAN. Known facil 
ities for building and repair at HONSHU ports JAPAN SaA follows. IAISURU has 3 
drydocks, 660 feet 260 feet and 750 feet respectively plus 2 building ways 350 
feet each and 3 cranes of 10 to 20 tons capacity each. HAGAHHI-IWASE is port 
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11 0S2S GIMCIAC ADV TC CQ13RDFLT INFG CTF 33. CHIC: -,C 22L (COilTINUED) 


for TOYAMA and has 1 clxydock 555 feet plus 2 covered ways 270 feet each. No 
photographs available to confirm folia ring reported facilities. FU3HIKI site 
of SAGA Shipbuilding and Iron forks. YONAGO site of ISHIGAURA Shipbuilding Co. 
SAKAI site of ISHIBASHI Shipyard. Coordinates of rorts folia:. All Lat. K 
Long. E. FUSAN 35-06 129-04,0TAEU 43-12 141-00,' HIGASHI-I./ASE 35-45 137-14. 
TSURUGA 35-39 136-04, NIIGATA 37-56 139-04, RASHIN 42-10 130-15,S3I3HBJ 41-46 
129-49, FUSKIKI 36-47 137-03, GENZAN 39-10 127-26, BOKUKOSHIN 37-32 129-06, 
REIslIUI 34-44 127-44 SAKATA 3S-5o 139-49 YUKI 42-20 130-20 KONAH 39-30 127-14. 
:iAIZURU 35-29 135-22 Y0IIAG0 35-26 133-20 SAKAI 35-33 133-14. 

For present more valuable targets are available in southern HONSHU. The 
primary targets are combatant ships. 

12 0535 CINCPOA ADV to CG 10 INFO ISCCM OKU A', Ik . DZPCCN20. G Q. 'G&IPOA . CGFEAP. CENPAC , /G ATC 


In order that there may be no misunderstanding it is hereby directed that 
the IsCom OKMAViTA proceed with the construction of Army Air Transport Command 

facilities at the Naha Airdrome as required by the Base Development Plan. 

12 0726 GINGPAG ADV It CINCAFPAC . 

In view your 111425 propose existing arrangements stand until conference 
our representatives at MANILA about 20 July at which time conditions under 
which 1st NAN will be readied for next operation^ should be determined. 

12 0S14 CIKCPCA ADV TO CINCAFPAC. CGNGSNPOA INFO DEfCON 20TH AF. CG AAFPQA . 


CINCAFPAC 061355 and 100601. The logistic support of the 20th AF by Arny 
resources has been far from adequate insofar as engineers are concerned. It 
is requested that DepCom 20th AF and CG POA info m CINCAFPAC in detail as to 
the .any units required both for internal and theater logistical support to 
implement JCS 7JARX 29970 in an adequate manner. 

13 0744 CINCPOA ADV TO C0.U7IHFLT INFO CuMIRTTHFLT* 

Request you submit a list of projects not yet completed but which are 
considered necessary in connection with naval aviation development in the 
PHILIPPINES needed for this war* Include battalion months of effort required 
for each project* Submit this report in dispatch form by 15 July, following 
it in more complete letter form as soon as possible* ‘There are some indicai- 
tions that a part of the naval construction effort is now being diverted 
to post war naval development* In view of man power shortage particu lar ly 
in engineers it is imperative that only projects required to prosecution of 
of this war be undertaken* 
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13 2122 C0M3RDFLT TO CINCPAC ADV INFO CTF 37. ALL TGC 3RDFLT . 


Final report 3rdFlt strikes 10 July. On 1160 combat sorties against 
TOKYO airfields 454 tons bombs dropped 1648 rockets fired destroying 109 
planes on ground and damaging 231* Many other planes believed damaged by VT 
fuzed frags but positive proof lacking* No air opposition at target and only 
planes known to be near force were the 2 snoopers shot down by CAP, own 
losses combat 4 Corsair 1 Hellcat 5 Avengers 7 pilots 6 crewmen. Operational 
1 Corsair 4 Hellcat 2 Avengers, Shipping sunk 1 .small freighter 1 sampan 1 
launch. Damaged 1 barge 1 motor junk. Ground targets destroyed 1 hangar 
KDNEMARU 2 hangars NASUNO 1 hangar TSUKUBA 1 hignray bridge NOSIDOME. Damaged 
hangars and shops TSUKUBA HTAKURIGAHARA UTSONOMHA LIAEBASHI ATSUGI YOKOSUKA 
YACHIMATA KATORR SHIROI TOKOROXASYA KASAMIGAURA IMBA. Several factory build¬ 
ings KOIZUMI. 10 car frei^it train UCHI HARA. Power hoftse YATABE, 

Surfaces sub sighted by plane 37-15 N 147-20 E at 1615 on 11th being held 
down by destroyers approximately 18 floating mines sighted 11th between 35-00 
N 146-20 E and 37-55 N 149-15 E, 5 floaters reported 12th within 50 mile 
radius of 40-30 N 149-30 E, Possible sub contact 0316 13th at 40-50 N 14V-35E. 
Request immediate release 10 July strike figures, 

14 0425 C0M3RDFLT TO COUCRUDIV 17 INTO CTF 38. ALL TGC TF 38. CTFLOT 6. CCUDESRON 25. 

CINCPAC ADV. COMSUBPAC. OOMINCH , 

Form Task Gro&p 35,3 RAdm Jones in PASADENA with CruDiv 17 DesRJn 25 less 
MURRAY KIMBERLY SIGSBEE. At 1600 14 July TG 35.3 depart from TF 38 proceed 
to point Lat 39-00 N 14MX) E to arrive 1900 14 July, Ihen proceed due west 
to approximate position 39-00 N 142-05 E to arrive 2300 14 July, Remaining 
outside 100 fathom curve conduct high speed anti shipping sweep to northward 
destroying ary enemy encountered. At 0200 15 July from approximate position 
40-00 N 142-17 E set course to rejoin TF 38 at earliest possible time during 
daylight 15 July. CTF 38 advise CcanCruDiv 17 data on launching point and 
point OPTION for 15 July, Furnish night fighters over TG 35,3 during darkness 
14-15 July and CAP during daylight 15 July, 

Note you will be in joint zone and friendly subs may be encountered, 

15 0549 CINCPAC ADV to ClNCBFF info C0M7THPLT. ONB mANUS. CINCPAC PEARL HQ . 

Following comments are made on the detailed requirements listed in 
paragraph 3 of your 040107 of June. Se also my 060829 and CominCh and 
CNO 141440: 

(A) Agree with the understanding that the British personnel will eventually 
be concentrated in the LOS NEGROS Area. 

(B) Agree. LOS NEGROS available. 

(C) Same. 

(D) Agree. 

(E) Agree on a temporary basis, 

(F) LOT’S and LCM'S will be made available as practicable considering the 
requirements of all ships present. 

(G) Agree. It is understood that the housing for British Naval personnel 
will Be supplied directly or replaced as required from British Resources, 

(H) Agree but consider that this covered storage should be erected at 

LOS NEGROS. 

U) Agree. 

(K) Agree and again suggest LOS NEGROS as theeventual site. 
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15 0722 uINCPAC ADV to OJMSUBPAC. COMFAIHWING uNa info UTU 30.5.2 

ComSubPac allocate 4 submarines for lifeguard duty for RYUKYUS based 
planes when other commitments permit. These are in addition to present 
stations off SAKISHIMA GUNTO and northwest FORMOSA but include any assigned 
to station off aAST CHINA COAST. Air sea rescue unit of FairWing ONE advise 
initial stations desired and priority for filling stations. RYUKYUS based 
air commands will be advised to make request for lifeguard service, to 
supply strike and distress information and to arrange ASR details direct 
with CTU 30.5.2 

15 0725 CINCPAC ADV to COiffNCH . 

Your 131940 see CINCAFPAC 111425 and 131311 and CINCPAC 120726 passed 
separately. 

15 0727 CINCPAC ADV to C0M3RDFLSET info CTF 38 . 

Com2ndCarTaskFor serial 00211 of 26 June 1945, in subparagraph 3C is 
in conflict with ny Op-Plan 4-45 which assigns shipping as a primary attack 
objective for the 3rd Fleet. Take appropriate action. 

15 0150 RICHARDSON to CINCAFPAC Info CINCPAC ADV HQ. WARCOS . 


RJ 65728. 


In answer to your CX 244U of 100601 GCT July. 

Para. At present this headquarters is charged by CINCPAC with respon¬ 
sibility not only for support of 20th Air Force but also for other Army 
units in FOA and for support of air transport operations and air operations 
other than 20th Air Force. These missions are in addition to those assigned 
by CINCAFPAC. 

Para. Troops available to discharge ny responsibilities are not only 
inadequate now but have been ever since I assumed command. In order to meet 
my directives and fulfill the requirements for the ICEBERG operation and in 
the forward areas, it was necessary to strip the rear areas of many units 
essential to effect the proper maintenance, care and repair on supplies and 
equipment at the authorized levefe. At the present writing I am forced on 
on the 1 hand to use tactical troops for service functions while directed 
by the War Department to train the units in question for their primary combat 
mission. The units furnished for ICEBERG and the forward areas must be 
replaced if this base is to function efficiently. Even the, forward movement 
of the units referred to has been inadequate to meet completely the operational 
needs of the forward areas. 

Para. The unit priority list expresses, in order of importance, m i n i m u m 
troop requirements remaining unfilled. When units have been offered to FOA 
the acceptances are balanced against the unit priorities list. Only a 
portion of the total POA requirements have been met. The priority list 
totals 49642 in ground units. Of this 12957 has been made available from 
ail sources, leaving an unfilled balance of 36685. The u nfi lled balance is 
allocated 2567 to forward areas and 11018 to MARSHALL GILB E R TS and HAWAIIAN 
area. This does not include shortages of 16460 AAFPOA and 33095 20th AF• 
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RICHARDSON to CINCAFPAC info CINCPAC AD7 HQ. WARGOS. (Cont’d) 

Para. Troop requirements axe under continuous review with the primary 
purpose of providing adequate support with imixarmim economy* 

Para. Request that instances of apparent overestimates by this 
headquarters of types of troop units be cited in order that custom of those 
instances may be made. 

Para. Representatives will be sent to conference MANILA about 1 August. 
Can AGENDA for this conference be mailed to this headquarters? Considering 
that estimates of troop needs made by this headquarters are based for the 
most part upon responsibilities assigned by CINCPAC, and release of units 
is performed by him, it is recommended that CINCPAC be invited to send 
representatives to the proposed conference. 


15 1401 USASTAF to PACDIVATC. WARCOS. CINCAFPAC. CINCPAC BOTH HQ. CG USFCT. CG USFET, 
CINCSBA. COMGENFEAF. CCMAF 14. COMGEN BOMOOM 21. COMGEN BOMOOM 20 (BOTH HQ) 
COMFITERCOM 7. COMGEN ID. AFMIDPAC. AFWESPAC. COUMARIANAS. COAD GUAM, COM 

GENAIR. DEPCOMAF 20 POA ADMIN. ATSC. POATSC. CO 7 AACS WG. CON AS. COMGEN ATC 

GRAVEL POINT. CHIEF SIGNAL OFFICER WAR DEPARTMENT . 


NR 0207. 

Pursuant authority from Joint Chiefs of Staff contained in message 
WARX 29978 dated 11 July of higher classification not to all or needed, 
establishment of headquarters United States Army Strategic Air Forces 
(Short Title USASTF) is announced effective 160001 Z (GCT) July. Function, 
duties and responsibilities of USASTAF include fill those previously charged 
to 20th Air Force and additional functions outlined in letter AG 322 dated 
11 July subject "Redesignation, relief, assignment and disbandment of Air 
Force units". To implement this action, Hq AAFPOA and DEPCOMAF 20 POA at 
Guam are redesignated HQ USASTAF, also Hqs AAFPOA Admin and DEPCOMAF 20 
PA Admin at Hickam field OAHU are redesignated administrative headquarters 
United States Army Strategic Air Forces (short title USASTAF AJDMIN) having 
all those administrative and supply functions assigned to USASTAF. ComGen 
MidPac is announcing by separate action formation of additional Air Force 
Hq to assume functions of AAFPOA other than those now assigned to USASTAF. 

Para. Mailing a dress of USASTAF will be APO 234, of USASTAF ADMIN will 
be APO 953. Radio traffic to USASTAF at Guam will be sent to adressee call 
sign KWLA radioteletype call RGE, both formerly assigned DEPCOM 20 POA. 
Pending assignment addressee call sign to USASTAF ADMIN, radio traffic to 
Hqs at OAHU will be sent to addressee call sign KHXO radioteletype YAF both 
formerly assigned AAFPOA ADMIN and DEPCOMAF 20 POA ADMIN. Addressee call 
sign KHYG presently assigned AAFPOA Guam is discontinued. 

Para. Request all addressees pass to affected subordinate commands. 


16 0138 CINCPAC ADV to CQMINCH 

Request Richardsons RJ-65728 DTG 150150 be brought to the personal 
attention of Fleet Admiral King since it states succinctly the Amy troop 
situation in the Pacific Ocean Areas. 


16 0149 CINCPOA ADV to COMGEN USASTAF info CINCAFPAC. COMGENPOA, CQMINCH , CINCPOA 

PEARL . 

Your NR 0207 DTG 151401. Request that your headquarters handle in- 
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16 0149 CINCFOA ADV to COMGEN USASTAF info CINCAFPAC. CQLIGENPUA. COMING. CINCPOA 

PEARL. (Coiri^d) 



formally such matters as may require action pending the designation of a 
headquarters persuant to the direction of paragraph 5 of UCS WARX 29978 
DTG 110101 

16 0155 CINCPOA ADV to COMINOH info COMGEN USASTAF. COMGEN 10. COMGEN AFMIDPAC. 
CINCPOA PEARL HQ. ISCOM OKINAWA . 


The agreements recently reached with Air Marshall Lloyd contemplate 
the use of the British Engineers to develop at KUME additional airfields 
primarily for the use of the kray Strategic Air Force or associated 
British units. 


16 0853 CINCPAG ADV to ISCOM OKINAWA info COMGEN 10. CINCPAC PEARL. CINCAFPAC. 
SECNAV. COlflNCU. 






My 070407 not to all is hereby cancelled. GHQSWPA 071329 signed 
MacArthur is quoted herewith in part for your information and guidance 

"Appreciate your offer of assistance. Believe it advantageous however 
that War Correspondents accredited to this command report its activities 
in same manner as they have in the past. They will be assigned to AFPac 
operational units, using signal corps channels provided by those units 
for relay through MANILA. Censors from this conmand will be stationed 
at transmission points of this command". 

CINCPOA correspondents will not be given release on matter dealing 
with AFPac operations. Instruct CINCPOA press censors accordingly and 
report when this has been done. 

16 0001 RICHARDSON to CINCAFPAC info WARCOS. CINCPAC BOTH HQ. COMGEN 10. CG 
AFWESPAC. CG USASAF. COMMARIANAS. CUMMARGILS. CG CPBC. CG WPBC. CG 

SPEC. CG PACDI7 ATC . 

RJ 65790. 

General order number 7 this headquarters dated 16 July 1945 establishes 
effective 160001Z (.GOT) July 1945 provisional Hq and Hq SQ Army Air Forces 
uIDPAC. Same order establishes Army Air Forces Middle Pacific Short Title 
AIKFORMIDPAC which will consist initially of all iUr units currently assigned 
to AAFPOA. Mjaor General James E. Parker USA is announced as commanding 
General Army Air Forces Middle Pacific. Ibis refers to USASTAF radio 
0207 DTG 151401 July and RJ 65765 DTG 150946 both not to all or needed. 

Prov Hq AIRFORMIDPAC will assume those functions of the Amy Air Forces 
Pacific Ocean Area for which Hq AAFPOA was previously responsible to AFMIDPAC, 
by letter of instructions this headquarters dated 13 December 1944 as amended. 


16 1121 CINCAFPAC to CINCPOA BOTH HQ info C0M7THFLT. 


CINCPOA 080301 refers. Although immediately after receipt of the 
directive contained in JCS 1259 / 4 $ 2 jsuggested the transfer to your command 
and control of 7th Fleet I ncw/irefer, in view of later developments, to keep 
the fleet, whose conmander is also commander a l l ied naval forces, under 


my operational control. 
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17 0031 GINCPAC ADV to CTF 32. CTF 39. CTF 95 info ComttnFT.SE T. CTF 99. 

CCMSUBPAC. COMGENFEAF. CTG 30.5. COMINCH. CCftlSERVDIV 10A. 

Cincpac hereby relieves Com3rdFleet of operational control of forces 
under action addressees# Predicted location of typhoon center 180800(1) 
(-9) Lat. 25-00 N Long. 122-00 E. 181800(1)(-9) Lat 27-30 N Long 122- 
30 E. Movement northerly speed 15 knots. Suspend operations all action 
addresses immediately. Forces retire to eastward of OKINAWA until typhoon 
is clear. Currently expect winds 35 knots in OKINAWA anchorages. 

17 0227 CINCPOA ADV to COMINCH. SECNAV info CINCPOA PEARL HQ . 

Current directives give area commanders control of co mm u n iques and 
censorship with respect to the operations of forces under their command. 
The latter is an unquestionable military necessity. In the MARIANAS 
by mutually satisfactory arrangements correspondents accredited to CINCPOA 
have covered activities of 20th Air Force and their material has been 
transmitted by CINCPOA facilities after censorship by 20th Air Force 
censors. The presence an OKINAWA of forces under control of CINCAFPAC. 
has created desire on the part of correspondents to cover local operations 
of forces of both CINCAFPAC and CINCPOA. 

Para. Ifr 040826 my 070407 GHQSWPA 071329 ISCOM OKINAWA 151337 and 
my 160853 show development of situation at OKINAWA. I am agreeable to 
simultaneous dmQ Or triple accreditation and a joint censorship or same 
similar arrangement as indicated in my 160852 in order to furnish prompt 
clearance for press material concerning operations under different 
commanders conducted in same general vicinity. In absence of such an 
arrangement which could be prescribed only by higher authority I will 
continue to impose on CINCPOA correspondents restrictions such as those 

in my 160853• 

17 0342 CINCPAC ADV to CINCAFPAC info USASTAF. COMINCH. COM GENPOA. 

The units listed in ComGenAAFPOA 150746 passed to you separately are 
proposed for transfer to FEAF except that it is considered necessary 
that those units committed for the defense of RYUKYUS, wire construction 
on OKINAWA and for air division JCC OKINAWA continue under the operational 
control of oINCPoA. 


17 0524 CINCPAC ADV to COMGEN 10 info CTG 99.1. CTG 99.3 

Your 160917. Anticipate hERAMA HETTO will be used as emergency 
anchorage only. Desire military control that area maintained but concur 
in movement AAA gun bn to OKINAWA at your discretion. 


17 0539 CINCPAC ADV to CTF 94 info cOMGENUsASTAF. CTF 93. 


Effective immediately Task Force 94 will assume the responsibility 
for the neutralization of central CAROLINES, I/ARCUS and BONINS. in this 
connection see my 010842. Direct cormmnication is authorized with 
ComGen USASTAF with regard to any assistance that may be practicable 
as indicated in AAFFOA letter 2U June, 
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17 1356 C0M3RDFLEET to CINCPAC BOTH HQ info 21B0MC0M. COMAIRPAC. COMAIR IWO. 

COMGENIO. CTF 93. CTG 99.2. C0MF3AF. COMAF 5. GTF 37. ALL TGG 3RDFLT . 

All assigned targets TF 38 weathered in shortly after sunrise 17 July 
and the only 2 sweeps launched aborted. Flash reports show few meager 
targets of opportunity including 10 float planes in river vicinity 
SHIOYA SAKI of which 4 burned and 5 damaged. Hangar and dock 2756 1KESU 
demolished. Oil dump KUJI fired. 

Para. TF 37 with slightly better luck in weather destroyed 13 planes 
on ground at NIIGATA MATSUSHIMA and MASUDA. 3 planes combat losses but 
pilots recovered.7 Installations including hangar mUSUDO destroyed. 

Hangars and barracks at NIIGATA airfield and railroad station KAJIBANDI 
damaged. 3 locomotives exploded. 

18 0822 CINCPOA ADV to UNO. COMGEN ASF. CINCAFPAC info COMWESSEAFRON. COM RYUKYUS 

FORCES. CINCPOA PEARL HQ. C0M(23JAAF. COMINCH. 

An excess backlog of approximately 900,000 measurement tons of cargo 
now is afloat for discharge OKINAWA AREA. This is largely due to the 
following causes: 

A Diversion of shipping from deferred operations to OKINAWA. 

B Redeployment of Army forces from ETO and MTO to OKINAWA without 
sufficient advance notice for CINCPOA to integrate into shipping 
schedules in accordance with discharge capabilities. 

Further difficulties are being encountered by requests from CINCAFPAC 
to ComGen SF PE for shipping to OKINAWA without prior request to CINCPOA 
for tonnage allocation. 

An additional complication arises from the sailing of the shield and 
vacum convoys to OKINAWA without previous reference to CINCPOA. 

A condition has thus arisen where CINCPOA is unable to comply with 
the provisions of JCS despatch 100345 of December 1944 due to conditions 
beyond his control. If JCS 100345 of December 1944 is to be an effective 
instrument all agencies requiring shipping allocations to POA ports must 
clear with CINCPOA sufficiently in advance to allow for sound planning 
of shipping schedules. 

It is requested that action adees endeavor to furnish timely notice 
in order prevent further aggravation or recurrence of present conditions. 
CINCPAC ADV 290659 of May also refers. 

18 0912 C0M3RDFLSET to CINCPAC ADV HQ. info CTF 38. CTF 37 . 

Add to my 171356. TF 38 planes sank 1 picket boat 2 small craft 
damaged 7 luggers 3 -**^11 craft. Destroyed 2 locomotives 1 hangar. 

Damaged 1 train 3 locomotives 3 factory buildings 2 radio stations 2 light¬ 
houses 2 warehouses 1 hangar. All ground targets MITO AREA. 1 VF lost in 
combat 2 VF with pilots lost operationally. 

Para. TF 37 also damaged 3 planes on ground. Sank 1 JU1JK and damaged 
1 SB 1 SC 1 BOOM defense vessel 1 Junk 6 fishing smacks 1 barge. Additional 
ground targets damaged hangars MATSUSHIMA trains SAKAMACHI area radar 

KINK AS AN. , „ . . 

Para. Bombardment HITACHI completed as scheduled. Spotters weathered 

out. No damage assessment possible. No damage our ships. 

Para. Clearing weather permitted 2 sweeps 1 strike TOKYO area afternoon 

18th. No reports yet. 
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18 1033 C0M3RDFLEET to CINCPAC ADV info CTF 38. CTF 37 . 

Reconnoitered TOKYO during forenoon watching weather. In afternoon 
launched heavy coordinated attack on combatant shipping YOKOSUKA. 

Coordinated reports attack carried out as planned in face of most intense 
Flak ever seen. Targets well hit but too much snoke from burning targets 
and other fires to accurately assess results. Suggest CINCPAC arrange 
photo recco. Will fly final report days operations to IWO 22 July. 

18 1545 CTG 35.4 info C0M3RDFLEET. CINCPAC ADV HQ . 

At 2350 I (-9) cruisers this Task Group at range 8 miles commenced 
minor bombardment radar and radio installations and possible coast defense 
guns on POINT NOJIMA SAKE. Fired about 240 rounds. Poor visibility 
prevented observing results. Although 1 large explosion resulted no lasting 
fires observed. 2 marie 11 radars frequency 91 and 97 Megacycles which had 
been tracking us for several hours during approach were silenced. No 
counter battery. Still shelling no results yet. 

12 0918 CTF 99 VIA JCC OKINAWA to DEPCOMAF 20 AF. COJGENFEAF. CTG 99.2. COMGEN- 
FEAF ADVANCED.info GlNCPOA ADV. COMCENAAFPOA. C0M3HDFLT, CINCAFPAC 

COMGENAFMIDPAC. COMFAIISVING 1 . 

Next to the last sentence my dispatch 120042 GCT is changed to read 
s as follows: "When not required for air defenses this area as 2nd Marine 

Wing may make available aircraft to participate in offensive operations 
of FEAF when agreeable to local commander of FEAF and to 2nd Marine Wing 
all addressees both action and info requested to inform all holders of 
copy of my 120042 GCT to modify accordingly. 

18 1255 CINCPAC ADV to COMINCH AND CNO . 

Comment on JCS 150417 GCT (WARX 32627) proposal to establish a Joint 
Communication board for coordination of communication matters pacific 
area. It is not indicated to whom the board would be responsible. 

Assuming that function of board would be strictly advisory to the principal 
commanders. 

Para. (A) Following additional assumptions made as to composition and 
operation of proposed board 

(1) Members to be the senior staff communication officers of 
3 service commanders pacific plus representatives from 
ComPhibsPac. This would equalize Army and Navy representatior 

(2) Working committees from same staff sources to assist 
board. 

(3) Continuing coordination by board and committees normally 
to be conducted by dispatch with meetings only when needed 
to be held at headquarters service commanders. 

(4) Required Groups of officer specialists to be established 
as working committees to effect continuous coordination 
essential particularly in frequency matters. 

Para, (b) Under above listed assumptions CINCPAC acquiesces in estab¬ 
lishment of a pacific joint communications board. In effect 
it would formalize conference procedure currently utilized 

Para. (C) Concur fully in the guiding principles. 

Para. (D) If above concept of proposed board is at variance with JCb 
concept request more information upon which to base^ o p o 
recommendation. 





























19 0655 CINCPOA ADV to 0 
NOB OKINAWA. 




info COMFAIRVING 1. C0MGEN2UARAIRWING. COMDT 


As soon as practicable pass to Com Fair Wing 1 responsibility for 
local anti submarine air patrol and operational control of VMF 254, 

VMB 612, VMTB 232 and VMTB 242. On arrival of MAG 25 it will be assigned 
to the operational control of Comdt NOB OKINAWA through ComGen 2nd Marine 
Air Wing. 

19 0702 C0M7THFLEET to CNO info COMSaVESPACSEAFRONS. COI.LSERVPAC. CINCSWPA. CINCPAC/ 
CINCPOA BOTH HQ. C0MAIR7THFLT(L0G). COMSOPAC. CQMAIRPAC. CTF 72 BASESHIP. 

LST CKP 71. C0MAIR7THFLT . 

Your 121624. CINCSWPA has overall control of all air facilities in 
Southwest Pacific Area. Control of following fields has been reatined 
by Commander Allied Air Forces operating under CINCSWPA: OTNAN and LA GOON 
fields GREEN ISLAND. PIVA north and south and TOKOKINA fields BOUGAINVILLE. 
Treasury. MUNDA and E2IIRAU. Under direction from War Department identical 
in TENOR with COMINCH CNO number 7 CINCSWPA will clear with War Department 
the abandonment or release of control of any U* S. Air Fields under control 
of Commander Allied Air Forces. Naval air and air support units have been 
ordered forward from above named fields from time to time and a l li ed air 
force units have occasionally been ordered to operate from Navy built air 
bases since 15 June 1944 but BIFCDMLA PEARL retains control for United 
States. CINCSWPA concurs with foregoing. ComAirVth clears roll ups of 
seaplane bases with you after obtaining concurrence CINCSWPA, C01T7THFLT 
and COMAIRPAC. 


20 0114 CINCPAC ADV to COMINCH info COM NATS. CINCPOA PEARL HQ. COMAIRPAC . 

While I agree that additional service may be required by NATS in the 
PHILIPPINES and that the proposed organization is sound and necessary I 
do not concur in the establishment of what appears to be a major NATS 
unit at the naval air base MACTAN ISLAND. The logistic and construction 
implications are such as to leave considerable doubt that activation of 
MACTAN ISLAND could be accomplished in time to assist in the present 
war. This answers your 181351* 

20 1303 COMINCH AND CNO COMINCH HQ info CINCPAC BOTH - COMI NCH PASSED TO CINCPAC. 


VICTORY 135. , -4-u 

CINCAFPAC CXB-24957 and JCS 201148 refer. I desire a TG Charged with 

the construction and establishment of the artificial harbor project be set 
up in the immediate future, initially directly under COMINCH AND CNO, later 
to pass to CINCPAC. This group to be commanded by a young Rear Admiral or 
a Commodore especially fitted to give energetic direction. Nominations 
by my headquarters are desired. The staff, which initially need not e 
large, should include civil engineers and 1 or 2 officers. 


21 2043 COMINCH to CINCPAC ADV HQ . 


Your 181255 your assumption that the proposed JCB pacific would be 
responsible to the principal commanders of the pacific namely CINCAFPAC 
CINCPAC and COMGENUSSTAF is correct. Whether or not this board would 
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21 2043 COMXNCH TO CINCPAC ADV HQ (Continued) 

be only an advisory agency is for the above commanders to decide. Member¬ 
ship of proposed board would be that agreed to by the 3 PACFIC commanders. 
Terms of reference of proposed board wholly a matter of local agreement. 
Consider essential that full time working committee be formed to coordinated 
and assign frequencies within Pacific Theatre. 

22 0726 CINCFOA ADV to 00MHM TEN info COMDT NOB OKINAWA . 

Your 180806. 

In view pending command reorganization desire joint cargo handling 
continue under COMDT NOB OKINAWA as heretofore until such time as each 
service can assume responsibility for handling own cargo. 

22 0729 CINCFOA ADV to CTG 99.1 info CTF 99. C0MPHI3SPAC. COMBATRON 1 . 

Your 151551 not understood. lour requirements for 2 APB and 1 APA 
flagship indicate either that large numbers of personnel who are assigned 
to shore bases are being improperly quartered on board ship rather than 
ashore or that evacuation of personnel who are not supposed to re main in 
the area is not being carried out with transportation which is available 
daily. 

Para. Neither is your request for additional escort types understood. 
You now have 18 DD 6 DE 8 APD in addition to numerous smaller craft which 
should be ample for the local defense and support of the area. 

Para. It will be necessary to reduce your present force drastically 
in the near future in preparation for future offensive operations. It is 
therefore directed that you iionediately reduce your requirements for barr¬ 
acks or garrison ships and that you so organize your escort and patrol 
assignments that your essential tasks can be performed with reduced forces. 

Para. Specifically (A) crescent City will be detached about 25 August 
(B) No APA flagship will be provided (C) no additional garrison LST will be 
provided but the 20 LST now present will probably be reduced to 10 LST 
on 1 September. No additional escort or patrol craft will be provided but 
the present allocation will be reduced by 1 September to not more than 
17 DD. Nil DE. Nil APD. 48 LCS/LCI. 18 PC/SC. Nil APB. 

22 0842 CINCPAC ADV to COMCEN TEN. ISCOM OKINAWA. COMDT NOB OKINAWA info COMINCH 

AND CNO . 

CINCFOA notes with gratification that during the first 17 days of July 
the average rate of unloading cargo at OKINAWA was approximately 35>000 
measurement tons per day as compared with 20,000 in June and 17,000 in 
May. Please extend to the officers and men responsible a "Well Done”. 

22 0843 CINCPAC ADV to COMGENPOA. info CINCARPAC. COMGEN TEN. CINCFOA PEARL_H§. 

Concur your 21O049. In view pending transfer of responsibility for 
RYUKYUS to CINCAFPAC request hereafter you secure his concurrence rather 
than mine for acceptance of units for that area. 


3331 

















JULY (GCT 




n 


o 



w 


22 1?Vi uINGPOA ADV to COM MARIANAS info COUGEHPOA. CINCPOA PEARL. CCMGEN TEN, 

COMGEN WPBC. ISCCM IWO JIMA. ISCOM SAIPAN. ISCOM TINIAN. 

Garrison needs in RYUKYUS require that you transfer 147th infantry 
regiment to OKINAWA at earliest. Upon arrival destination operational 
control of unit passes to COMGEN TEN. 

Para. To augment garrison strength IWO JIMA and to provide opportunity 
for training as a unit transfer 206th AAA AW Bn (less Btries C and D) 
from SAIPAN to IWO JIAM. 

21 1300 C0M3RDFT-EET to CINCPAC ADV HQ info COMGEN 21 BOMCOM, CTF 93. COMAIR IWO, 

ATI. T(TQ 3 RD FT.EET | HTF 37 . CINCBPF, CINCPAC PEARL, CQMAIRPAC V COMAF 5. 

OmcETJ FKAF, COMGEN TEN. FEAF ADVON, CTG 99.2. 

During afternoon 18th July TF 38 flew 592 sorties against TOKYO AREA. 

On the ground 30 planes destroyed including 15 BETTYS KUMAGAYA 3 BETTYS 
JODAMA and 42 were damaged at HYAKURIGAHARA KSPORI YARABE. Our plane losses: 
in combat 6 VD, 3 VT, 3VB all to flak, operational 1 VF jettisoned and 
1 VB. Personnel lost in combat were pilots of 6 VF, 3 VB, 3 VT plus crews 
of 4 VB, 3 VT. Shipping. YOKISURA photos show: NAGATO superstructure bad¬ 
ly damaged but unable determine whether she is on the bottom, 1 DD by dock 
next to NAGATO slown in half and sunk 1 ODD at 3rd Dock heavily damaged with 
cable layer alongside, disintegrated 3 small cargo vessels and 7 MTB near 
NAGATO destroyed by several shorts stern blown off, fleet DD converted to 
flak ship. Also ATIOMAHAVT and CHRJA respectively 4 luggers and 2 small 
craft were damaged. Ground. Flak positions at YOKOSUKA well covered by 
VT fuze bombs and pilots report definite diminishing intensity subsequent 
to release. At MVA 3 locomotives destroyed, 1 damaged with 3 more damaged 
YUNOTO. 4 hangars were destroyed and 12 damaged at~7 fields. Power plant 
transformed destroyed and 4 electirc cars derailed by rockets at KUMAGAYA. 
Ammo dump exploded HTAKUUIGAHARA oil tank burned YOKOSUKLLL RR yards at 
mito, airfield facilities HYAKURIGAHARA RR cars and turntables in KIKIU 

KUMAGAYA, UMOTO area and many other barracks shops and 
buildings damaged by rockets and straffing. Photos show TAKASAGA MARU 
anchored Y0K0JUK0K0 ABOUT 700yards from NAGATO near 2 small combatant ships 
and may possibly have been damaged. Also on afternoon of 18th TF 37 £ 1 ®" ^lcomba 
sorties without arxy personnel losses against airfields north TOKYO area 13 
pS^es wSe dest^ed on ground at KONOIKE KITAURA KATORI MAROTO MOBARA 
Ld 25 were damaged at same fields plus MIYAKIWA. 2 VF planes 
in combat and 2 operationally. 24 Junks were damaged near GHOST._ Hangars 
plus installations at KONOIKE, MIYAKIWA, JOBARA, KATORI, NARUTO with 
railways freight cars at KATORI were well strafed and rocketed. 

Para. Fhotos of HITACHI bombardment covering all targets except 
P-581 show HITACHI engineering works 21-00 and HITACHI arms factory P-458 
severely damaged. HITACHI copper refineiy 812 damaged. 

Para. New subject. Free Balloon shown ONI WEEKLY NR 927 sighted at 
33-42 north 11*6-12 east at 1300 July 19 at I90OO feet ascending 300 feet 
per minute. Shot down by CAP sunk before recoveiy possible. 

22 1620 CINCPAD ADV to ALPAC . 

In night anti-shipping sweep recently U.S. Destroyers iired on a 
friendly submarine in a joint zone. Fortunately no damage resulted 
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22 1620 (JINCPAC ADV to ALPAC (Continued) 

incident apparently caused by large error in navigation and by mistaken 
belief that radar contact at 27000 yards could not be a submarine. 

Para. SOP-1 prohibits attacks in a joint zone on submarines outside 
torpedo range of heavy ships unless identified as enemy beyond possibility 
of doubt. Single radar contacts may be submarines or surface ships and 
must not be attacked until positively identified as the latter. Near 
boundaries of Joint Zones commanding officers must also be alert to possible 
errors in navigation and be governed accordingly. Tactical situation will 
rarely justify firing on a single unidentified target wnen any possibility 
exists that it may be a friendly submarine. 

2D 2253 ArarrRAT.TY to CINCMED. F0CR7AF. CINCSA. BAD. CINCEI NA PARIS. C1NC BFF , 

COMINCH info FOGMA. FOLSE/.. VA MALTA - CQ.UNCH PASSED TO COMNAVNAW. COMNAVEU , 

ALUSNA PARIS. CINCPAC BOTH HQ. C0M7TH FLT. 

CCS have decided that from 1st June ADMIRALTY replaces COMINCH as 
executive agent for dealing with FRENCH NAVY under CCS 353 (Revise)(Para 3) 
ADMIRALTY letter M054025/43 of 18/10/43 not to all refers. 

Para. Following will be normal procedure under new arrangements: 

A. Requests by the FRENCH NAVY for supplies will continue to be processed 
through established channels. 

B. Proposals initiated by FRENCH requiring formal reference to CCS will 
be communicated by Admiral Fenard to BAD, to expedite decision Marine 
PARIS should inform ADMIRALTY at the same time as they instruct Admiral 
Fenard. 

C. Proposals initiated by FRENCH not requiring formal CCS decision will 
be made either through Admiral Fenard to BAD or direct to ADMIRALTY in 
latter case, ADMIRALTY will be responsible for informing COMINCH and 
obtaining his consent when necessary. 

D. Proposals initiated by ADMIRALTY or COMINCH and requiring ANGLO-US 
agreement will be cleared through BAD reference being made to CCS when 
necessary. The ADMIRALTY will be responsible for ARRANGING clearance 
with FRENCH. 

E. Proposals from subordinate FRENCH authorities not made through Marine 
PARIS or A dmir al Fenard should be made to the British Commander in 
Chief concerned who will forward them to the ADMIRALTY info BAD and 
NA PARIS. This procedure is designed to ensure single channel of 
approach. Admiralty will be responsible for clearing such proposals 
with CCS, COMINCH and FRENCH as may be necessary. 

Para. Executive action to implement decisions will be taken by 
ADMIRALTY with Marine PARIS. BAD will also communicate all formal decision 
of CCS to Admiral Fenard and keep the latter informed of such other 

decisions as they may deem appropriate. , , 

Para. BAD and NA PARIS are requested to inform Admiral Fenard and 
Marine PARIS respectively of the above and to emphasize the great import¬ 
ance of using 1 channel only at a time for making proposals. 

21 0825 CINCPAC ADVANCE to IS COM OKINAWA, info C O MINCH, SECNAV,. COMSERON 3 , 0^ . 
CINCAFPAC . 

Jointly accredited war correspondents operating in POA may transmit or 
broadcast over any facilities available to the press and radio all news 
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21 0825 UlNCPAC ADVANCE to ISCOH OKINAWA, info COMINCK. SECKAV. COMSERRON 10 
CINCAFPAC. (Cont 1 d) 

material which has been cleared by cognisant censors. CINCFOA will continue 
to honor as jointly accredited those Navy correspondenst who are temporarily 
in SOWESPAC. Army Correspondents desiring joint accreditation status should 
apply through SECNAV for Navy accreditation. Temporary Navy accreditation 
may be secured from CINCPAC in emergency cases where application has been 
made to SECNAV. 

21 1338 JOINT CHTEFS OF STAFF to CINCAFPAC. UOUGENUSASTAF. CINCPAC - WAR DEPT 
PASSED TO CINflAFPAC. DEPCOMAF 20 . 

WARX 35909 in JCS 1362/2, copies of which will be forwarded to your 
headquarters by officer currier, the Joint Chiefs of Staff have approved 
petroleum supply procedure for the Pacific as outlined in CINCAFPAC message 
CX 22431 of 30 June 1945 and concurred in by CINCPAC in naval message 
032041 July UINCPOA PEAHL to ANFB and memorandum 11 July acting Chief of 
Staff, 20th Air Force, to ANFB. 

24 0850 CINCPAC ADVANCE to COMBATRUN-1 info (JOMCRUDIV 16. COMINCH . 

CTF 95 230415. When HFS direct R.Adm LOW with the same force as in 
preceding operation proceed to conduct shipping sweep in area west of 
Long 125-OOE between Lat. 30-00 N and 32-30N. Avoid mine restricted area 
in SHANGHAI-CHUSAN AREA. Keep C0M3HDFLEET, COMGEWCHINA and CTF 99 
informed of movements this force. 

25 0908 CINCPAC ADVANCE to COMINCH-CNO info CINCPAC PEARL. C0M7THFLT, COMNATS, 

COMNATSPAC. COMAIRPAC . 


After conference with COMNATSPAC and representatives of COMAIRPACSUB- 
COMFORD adhere to opinion expressed in ray 200114 and consider that major 
NATS base in the PHILIPPINES for support of Pacific Fleet operations in 
this war should be located at SAMAR with turnaround facilities at MANILA. 

Para. However will submit firm recommendation after conference 
between ray Deputy Chief of Staff and Com7thFleet in MANILA about 1 August. 

Para. Assume COMINCH—CNO serial 001487 of 10 June applies. 

25 0726 CINCPAC ADVANCE to C0M3RDFLT info CTF 37. CTF 38. CQMOSNUSASTAF. 

Situation your 240543 appreciated. Concurred in VLR 24 July strikes 
only after careful consideration of difficulties involved in routing re¬ 
quired for attacks on targets adjacent to yours. Weather precluded VLR 
strikes on targets further east. You will continue to be info on all VLR 
intents to include precise routes to and from targets when they are known 
to be near your force. Amy Strategic Air Force advises that all aircraft 
will show IFF from lands end hereafter. Believe it impracticable to elim¬ 
inate problem especially since VLR effort will soon be greatly augmented. 

For each individual operation where your effort and that of Strategic Air 
Force are against same enemy area everything possible will be done to effect 
coordination that will avoid Aimy Strategic Air Force units passing over 
or near your forces. 
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25 1652 CINCAFPAC to WARCQS - COI!INCH FASSED TO CINCPAC ADVANCE HQ . 


C 27447. 

Reference JCS WX 32627 reiterating a proposal contained in W 14399 
for a local joint cannrunications board to coordinate. Control and integrate 
signal communications in the Pacific. Our radio C 19319 of 16 June did 
not concur in this proposal. Stating as follows: "Cooperation and 
coordination between services in the Pacific has already been layed down 
by the Joint Chiefs of Staff with primary responsibilities in some cases. 

Pre establishment of a formal board with a limited membership to handle 
one these only is therefore believed to be unnecessary and undesirable. 
CINCAFPAC-CINCSWPA has used most effectively a local committee organization 


which includes not only the members proposed in W 14399 but also re¬ 
presentatives of all interested elements. To coordinate frequencies. To 
designate call signs. And to insure the efficient utilization of equipment. 
Such committees are now operating to insure the effective coordination of 
these matters in prospective operations. CINCPAC and 20th Air Force, among 
other, are represented. This arrangement has proven so effective it is 
considered inadvisable and undesirable to change it" CINCPAC and USASTAF 
have had and will have membership on all committees affecting their intersts 
and the findings of such committees have been and will be fo rma l i zed and 
coordinated in the respective headquarters formal operations instructions. 
Communications annexes and signal operations instructions and standing 
signal instructions of the forces concerned. Since under the provisions 
of JCS 1250/4 and 1331/3 CINCAFPAC is charged with the primary responsi¬ 
bility for the conduct of operations I must reiterate now concurrence in 
the establishment of an agency (in which AFPAC would have the minority 
membership) for the control of such a vital element to successful operations 
as signal communications. Since both the Navy and the Strategic Air Forces 
are supporting forces in the projected operations it does not seem ap¬ 
propriate that an agency should be constituted that would enable such 
forces to control the signal communications of the commander carrying 
primary responsibility. The primary consideration in the coordination of 
communications in this theater has been to guarantee all of the contributing 
forces all the signal communications they require to insure success in 
combat. Any disagreements in committees having to do with these matters 
would be brought to the attention of commanders. The existing system has 
operated with complete success and harmony. It is considered that a joint 
communications board would be less effective than the procedure which 
has been followed with complete satisfaction during the entire period of 
our operations. The Joint Board could accomplish no more and might be 
less efficient or give rise to friction which has so far been non-existent. 
Changes of this nature should not be considered just when the decisive 
campaign in the Pacific is about to be accomplished even if having some 
theoretical long range object they would add an alement on uncertainty 
by providing a new and unproven agency to replace 1 which has operated 
with complete success and satisfaction in the past. We are already com¬ 
mitted to the operations and it is too late to consider basic changes in 
such a vital matter. 


26 0151 CINCPOA ADVANCE to ALFOA . 

Effective 1200 I (-9) 31 July control of U.b. held areas in the ^ 
KYUKYUS and U.S. Army Forces therein passes to the control of UliCAF A 
except for units of the Army strategic Air Force tfudi remain untor ^GEN¬ 
US AST AF. control of the naval operating base OKINAWA and all U.b. Naval 
forces including Marines in the RYUKYUS remains under CINCPAC. 3335 
















26 0145 


CINCPOA ADVANCE to COMGEN TEN. COMGEN 24rli CORPS info CINCAFPAC. 

COMINCH AND CNO. COMGEN 7. 27. 96. 77 and 8L5T DIVISIONS . 


A) 


On the occasion of the transfer of the 10th Army from his command the 
Commander in Chief Pacific Fleet and Pacific Ocean Areas congratulates the 
10th Array the 24th Corps and the officers and men concerned on their 
magnificient record of achievement in the campaign^ of the past 3 years. 

The Pacific Fleet will long remember its close association in battle with 
the troops who fought at ATTU, MAKCN, KWAJALEIN, ENLVETOK, SAIPAN, GUAM, 
PALAU and OKINAWA. In these operations there was developed a standard of 
unity of propose and of integrated effort which will not be forgotten. To 
you all 'Well Done" the sincere good wishes of the officers and men of the 
Pacific Fleet go with you all. 

26 0249 CINCPAC ADVANCE to COMINCH AND CNO info C0M7THFLT. C0M5THFLT. C0M3RDFLT . 

Your 251532 not to all. Recommend office of Deputy Commander 7tji Fleet 
be abolished now. As a matter of policy I do not wish to have Deputy 
Commanders assigned to Task Fleet Commanders which status will be assumed 
by COMSEVENTHFLEET on 1 October. Hendren still required in SOPAC. 

26 0722 CINCPAC ADVANCE to CTF 95 info CTG 95.8. COMAIRPAC. COMCARDIV 23^. .K EF..96. 
CINCPAC PEARL. 


Direct COMCARDIV 23 in HOGGATT BAY (CVE 75) proceed immediately to 
ENLVETOK where upon arrival COMCARDIV 23 report by despatch to CINCPAC 
for duty. Direct COMCARDIV 26 in FANSHAW BAY (CVE 70) proceed immediately, 
where upon arrival report to COMCARDIV 23 for duty. -To EmvuETotf- 


26 0827 CINCPAC ADVANCE to COMAIRPAC info CINCPAC PEARL HQ. 

Rear Admiral E.L. Gunther and Rear Admiral A.C. Davis now on leave in 
mainland. On Expiration leave of these officers and prior their departure 
from mainland desire that both these officers have thorough physical check 
to determine their fitness for duty at sea. COMAIRPAC take necessary 
action. 


26 0824 CINCPAC ADVANCE to COMINCH AND CNO . 

Your 241910. Recommend that work on Cruisers one to ten be limited 
to essential repairs in order that they may render maximum service before 
being decommissioned. 


26 1228 


CINCPAC ADVANCE to COMSUBPAC. CTF 95. ALL TG COMD RS TF 95.. CTF 99. CTG_9S«2 
info C0M3RDFLS5T. C0M7THFLEET. COMGENCHINA. CX)MGENUSASTAF . OOM5THFLEET. 


COMGENCHINA reports that rescue agency known as AGAs has started op¬ 
erating picket junks off and paralleling EAST CHONA COAST AMOY to FOOCHOW* 
Picket junks will be utilized to pick up downed aircrewraen. Following 
markings will be used. Red Sail with white patch on center. Red Cloth 
with white patch spread over the cabin. White ^ea running length of 
Gunwales boxed in by 3 inch Red Stripe. Operational base these picket 
junks MEIHUA. (25-58N 119-49E). Intended that these junks will operate 
over considerable period of time. Take appropriate action to prevent 
attacks on these junks by our forces. 
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26 1244 CIHCPOA ADVANCE to COMMARIANAS. COM HARGILS. COMFAIHWING 1 info CINCPOA 
PEARL. CINCAFPAC, CG USASTAF. CG FBAF. C0M3HDFLT. COM5THFLT. C0M7THFLT. 

COMAIRPAC. OOMSOPAC. COUNORPAC. COMH AWSEAFRQN. 

The current JCS directive pertaining to the operational control of the 
Sea Air rescue is contained in paragraph 3 of JCS 659/1 which states " 
Operational control of air sea rescue activities and facilities is a 
responsibility of theater or area commanders". 

Para. Within the Pacific Ocean Areas this responsibility is delegated 
to COMHAWSEAFRON, COMMARGILS, COMMARIANAS and COMFAIRWING 1 for Hawaiian 
Sea Frontier MARSHALL GILBERTS SUB AREA the MARIANAS SUB AREA and the 
combat areas to the westward of 135-00 degrees east longitude respectively. 

26 1414 CINCPOA ADVANCE to COMGEN US FORCES CHINA THEATER info CQMNAVGROUP CHINA . 

U. S. Navy surface forces are operating in various parts of EAST CHINA 
SEA including waters close along CHINA coast and will continue to do so in 
order to exercise control of those waters. Suggest CHINESE be warned of 
danger of operating vessels of any kind in such coastal areas. 

26 0723 CINCPAC ADV HQ to COMCARDIV 23 Info COMNORPAC. COMINCH. CINCPAC PEARL HQ. 

CTF 96. CQMCARDIV 26. CCMDESRON 45. KITKUN BAY (CVE 71). HOGGATT BAY 

(CVE 75). NBHENTA BAY (CVS 74). FANSHAW BAY (CVE 70). MANILA BAY (CVE 6l) . 

SAVO ISLAND (CVE 78), FULLAM(DD 474). GUEST (DP 472). HUDSON (DP 475), 

HALFORD (DP 480). STANLEY (DP 478). WAINWRIGHT (DP 419). BENNION (DP 662) . 

KILLEN (DP 593). GRANT (DP 649). 

Upon your reporting to CINCPAC for duty accd my 260722 form Task 
Force 49 composed of info ships and prepare them for duty in NorPac. 

27 0310 CINCPOA ADVANCE to COMGENPOA info COMSERVPAC. COM 14. CINCPOA PEARL . 

Reference CINCFOA serial 3769 of 18 March subject shipping control 
Hawaiian Area. The interchange of comments both formal and informal in 
connection therewith and preposed changes in that directive have been 
noted and given consideration. Meantime JOSCO has apparently been 
functioning effectively. In view of prospective marked decrease in 
shipping activities involving both services jointly in POA it is con¬ 
templated that JOSCO will be disbanded about October. At which time 
Com 14 will be required to assume responsibilities for CINCPAC shipping 
in Hawaiian Area which are now charged to JOSCO. COMGENPOA will be 
called upon to designate an agency with which Com 14 can coordinate such 
joing shipping activities in the Hawaiian Area as would previously been 
handled by JOSCO. 

27 0312 CINCPOA ADVANCE to COM MARIANAS info COMGENPOA. COMGENWESPACBACOMi. 

ISCOM JLWO JBtA. IS COM SAIPAN. CINCPOA PEARL. 

COMGENPOA dis 250332. In order not to reduce the AAA defense of IWO 
JUIA at this time and to assemble elements of the 206th AAA AW Bn for 
training transfer the 206th AAA AW Bn (less Btries C and D) from SAIPAN 
to IWO JIMA as soon as practicable. 
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26 1601 GINCAFPAC to COMGENAFMIDPAC. COMGEN 10. COMGENAFWESPAC. COMGEN FEAF . 

COMGEN ISCCM OKINAWA info COHGEN ISCOM IE SHIMA. WARCOS. WART AG. CINCPOA 

BOTH HQ. CG 6TH ARMY. CG 8TH &PMX. 

CX 28598. 

Para. 1. Reference (forwarded to actio’n addresses on 25 July 1945) 
is memorandum for record of staff conference by representatives of 
CINCAFPAC-CINCPAC at GUAM 21/23 July 1945, subject: Transfer of Control 
of United States Held Areas in the RYUKYUS from CINCPAC to CINCAFPAC. 

Para. 2. Under provisions of agreements in reference and effective 
1200 I (-9) 31 July, 10th Army with assigned and attached United States 
Army units and the United States Army Forces of the Island Commands of 
OKINAWA and IE SHIMA will be transferred from control of CBJCFOA to 
CINCAFPAC. 

Para. 3« At the same date and hour: 

SubPara A. The 10th Army including assigned and attached units will 
become a tactical and administrative command reporting directly to 
CINCAFPAC. COMGENAFMIDPAC will publish the necessary orders passing 
administrative control directly at AFPAC of 10th Army this constituted, 
dub Para b. The Island Commands uKTNAWA and IE SHIMA, including all 
united States Amy units assigned and attached thereto, are rede3ignate< 
Amy service Command 1, short ASCPM 1. ASCCM 1 thus constituted is 
assigned to COMGENAFWESPAC. ASCOM 1, less united States Army anti¬ 
aircraft units, passes to the operational control of COMGEN 10th Army. 
Antiaircraft units, ASCOM 1, pass to the operational control of 
COMGEN FEAF. 

SubPara C. COMGENAFMIDPAC will issue the necessary orders to con¬ 
stitute ASCOM 1 and assign ASCOM 1 and included units to AFWESPAC. 
SubPara D. COMGENAFMIDPAC will include in his orders all units now 
enroute or scheduled for movement to the RYUKYUS under AFMIDPAC orders, 
and redeployed units already assigned to AFMIDPAC by AFPAC orders. 

(FMST order is letter order this headquarters bubject, assignment of 
units (44) dated 17 July). 

Para. 4. 

SubPara. A. At the same date and hour COMGEN 10TH ARMY WILL: 

(1) In conjunction with the local naval and air forces, assume 
control and defense of the U.S. held areas of RYUKYUS. (2) Conduct 
such minor offensive operations from time to time as may be necessary 
to protect and consolidate U.S. positions in the RYUKYUS or as here¬ 
after directed by this headquarters. (3) Conduct military government 
in the RYUKYUS. 

SubPara. B. COMGENFEAF, reinforced Marine Air Defense Units and U.S. 
Army antiaircraft units (see paragraph 3 B above) will supprt the 
10th Army and conduct the air defense of the RYUKYUS. 

SubPara XRay. (1) COMGEN 10th Amy, COMGEN FEAF and COMMANDANT NAVAL 
OPERATING BASE, OKINAWA, will make local arrangements for coordination 
of defense of the U.S. held positions in the RYUKYUS, forming such 
boards, committees or information centers as may be required. (2) 

COMGEN 10th Amy will exercise overall coordination of internal 
security in the RYUKYUS. The commander of each force will provide 
his own internal security. (3) COMGEN FEAF will exercise local air 
control in the RYUKYUS as arranged with local air commanders concerned. 
Para 5. Logistics (at the same date and hour). 


3338 
















- continued - 



JULY (GCT 



rs 


26 1601 CINCAFPAC to COHGGN/JiHLPAG . COMGSM 10 f C0LIG5NAFWESPAC r COMGEN FEAF. 

COMGEN ISCOM OKIUA.VA info COMGEN ISCCii IE SHDAA. VfARGOS r YJARTA G. CIKCPQA 
BOTH HO. CG 6TH A RMY. CG 3TH ARMY lEoniM). 

SubPara A. Supply, (l) COIIGEN 10 charge with responsibility for logistic 
support of U.S. Aimy forces within the KHJKTUS (including FEAF and USASTAF) 
except for air force technical and air force aianunition supply. (2) COMM- 
MANDING GENERAL AFMIDPAC will continue existing logistic support of all 
U.S. Army Forces (except FEAF air corps technical and ammunition supply 
which remain as currently arranged) in the KYUKYUS. Responsibility for 
delivery terminates at the waterline. ( 3 ) Logistic support of all naval and 
marine forces will remain the responsibility of CINCPAC. 

SubPara B. Evacuation of casualties, (l) CINCPAC retains responsibility for 
hospitalization of naval and marine corps patients and for surface evacua¬ 
tion of patients of all services. (2) CGUGEN 10 will assume responsibility 
for hospitalization of army patients, including USASTAF, and in emergencies 
navy and maH na corps casualties in excess of hospital capacities under 
control of CINCPAC in the RYUKYUS. 

SubPara. C. Transportation. (1) COMGEN 10 will be charged with the responsi¬ 
bility for: (A) call forward from the regulating points the destination of 
ai 1 ammunition shipping and other shipping for the support of army forces 
in the RYUKYUS. (B) the unloading of all army cargoes, including.USASTAF. 
cargoes and ammunition for navy and marine corps units, and the integration 
of arrivals of such additional shipping as may be directed by this Hdqtrs. 
SubPara D. Construction, (l) CINCPAC continues to perform all dredging and 
harbor salvage operations. (2) COMGEN 10 will be responsible for the initia¬ 
tion and prosecution of construction of all Army and Military Government 
facilities and for the Arny portion of Joint Facilities. (3) Existing 
supervision headquarters w ill temporarily be retained within headquarters 
10th Army. 

SubPara E. A Sub-Area petroleum officer will be assigned by the responsible 
to this headquarters for requisitioning, call forward, delivery, storage 
and issue of an petroleum products (Bulk and Packaged) in the RYUKYUS 
except for those fleet units normally supplied by naval service squadrons 
or divisions. 

Para. 6 . Direct radio communication between CINCAFPAC and COMGEN 10 will 
take place so as to become effective at 1200 I, 31 July 1945* Call signs a 
and frequencies to be assigned by separate radiogram the AFPAC station of 
this circuit will be temporarily provided by AEWESPAC. 

Para. 7 . For further details, see provisions of memorandum for Record of 
staff conference by representatives of CINCPAC-CINCAFPAC ag GUAM 21/23 
July 1945, all provisions of which are hereby placed in full effect. 
Detailed orders will publish later. 

27 0505 CINCPAC ADVANCE to COHAIRPAC info COMFAIHftESTCOAST . COMFAIRSEATTLE, COMNORP 


COMFAIRWESTCOAST 250802. Not satisfactory see my 270540 May. Expedite 
movement of VPB 122 as practicable. 
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27 1317 CINCPAC ADVANCE to CTG 99.2, CTUs 99.2.1, 99.2,3, 99.3.4, 99.3.12 info 
C0M7THFLT. C0M3RDFLT. CCM5THFLT. COMINCH. CINCPAC PEARL. COMGEN TEN. 

ALL TF AND TG COMDRS PAC FLEET . 

Following changes in Task Organization and operational control effective 
311200 (I) July. 

Commandant NOB OKINAWA assume designation CTF 99 and report by 
dispatch to CINCPAC. Present TU 99.3.12 report to CTF 99. COMGEN 2ND 
MARINE AIR WING with headquarters pass to operational control COMGEN- 
AIR FMF PAC. Present TU 99.2,1 pass to operational control COMGEN FEAF. 
Present TU 99.2.3 report to CTG 96.9 (COMFAIRWING 1). 

02 0126 CINCPAC ADVANCE to CQMINCH . 

Para. A. CINCPAC ADVANCE 181255 still presents CINCPAC‘S views. 
COMGENUSASTAFS concurrence in Joint Chiefs of Staff proposal to estab¬ 
lish Pacific Joint Communication Board noted in CCMGEN USASTAF 162325. The 
Navy Communication interest in Pacific is naturally considered equal to 
that of Army and no general dominance of Pacific Communications by 
Any 1 of 3 services would be acceptable. 

Para. B. In POA Joint Communications have been utilized fully. In 
SWPA separate anny and navy communications have been utilized and there 
is obviously no desire by CINCAFPAC to change. It is therefore not ex- 
pecyed that CINCAFPAC will be agreeable to any coordination and integ¬ 
ration of service communications which michg affect the degree of con¬ 
trol he now has. 

Para. C. If board were established in accordance CINCPAC 181255 
was advisory only it is probable that coordination but not integration 
could be improved. CINCPAC and CINCAFPAC have coordinated comrauniction 
matters by conferences and dispatches. This can be continued and is 
reasonably satisfactory. 

Para. D. Referring to your 212043 the creation of a full time working 
committee to coordinate frequencies within Pacific may become necessary 
in connection with large scale operations when frequency representatives 
for 3 services should be together to adjust frequency difficulties as 
they occur. 

Para. E. No comment on command responsibilities expressed and implied 
in CINCAFPACS C 27447 will be made herein as COMINCH is already fully 
informed. 

Para. F. In view of CINCAFPACS expressed opposition to the formation 
of a Pacific JCB and a method of coordination is working at present 
recommend against any further effort at this time in this connection. 

02 1500 CECIL J DOYLE (DB 368) to CCMViESCARSUBAREA info CTF 94 (INTERCEPT) . 

Have arried area. Am picking up survivors from USS INDIANAPOLIS 
(CA 35 ) torpedoed and sunk last Sunday night. 
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30 1733/14 COMBICH AID CKO to NAVOP (CONFIDENTIAL DISPATCH) 

Following effective 1 August. 

Para. 1. In non combat sea and land areas which are defined in para 
2 below. (A) Recognition signals for warships and aircraft are abolished 
except as required for training purposes. (B) Recognition procedure for 
entry into defended ports is abolished. (C) Warships merchant Ships and 
Ground Forces are not to engage aircraft. (D) Aircraft are not to engage 
warships and Merchant Ships. (E) Use of IFF by warships and aircraft is 
abolished except as required for training purposes and for purposes of 
distress and air/sea rescue. (F) Holders of recognition signal publica¬ 
tions are to retain them. 

Para. 2. Non combat areas are defined as follows. (A) S.A. North 
Atlantic including Caribbean Sea and Gulf of Mexico. Arctic Ocean. 
Baltice and North Sea. Mediterranean. Black and Red Seas. South 
Atlantic Ocean east of 74-00 West to longitude of Cape Town. North 
and South Pacific East of 82-00 west but see paragraph 3 below. (B) 

Land Areas. United Kingdom. European theater. West Africa (Gambia, 
Sierra Leone, Gold Coast, Nigeria, French West and Equitorial Africa, 
and Belgian Congo). Countries bordering on the Mediterranean Sea 
(Except Spain and Spanish Morocco) and the Mideast west of 45-00 East. 

Para 3» Notwithstanding the instructions above in the Panama Sea 
Frontier recognition signals will continue to be used between local 
dKftgcw tasGmx=scs±a±rexa±b mfcaacfa inAtnictlnn.tnmnirrming local 

defense forces and aircraft and such instructions concerning local 
defense forces engaging aircraft as are in effect in that area will 
continue in effect. 

Para 4. All other areas including the ports of Capetown and Aden 
are combat areas and full British/United States recognition procedures 
will continue to be used. 

31 1355 CINCPOA ADV HQ to CCMGENFMFPAC Info CINCAFPAC. C0MGEN3RDPHIBC0RPS . 

FMFPACRflP OKINAWA. COMGEN 10. C02NDPR0VMAR AAAGROUP. C012THSBRVICE BN . 

ISCOH OKINAWA 

In connection CINCPOA ADV HQ 260151 (ALP0A). Operational control 
of FMF ground units OKINAWA will be as follows: 

(a) 3rd PhibCorps units rehabilitating OKINAWA will be under 
CCMGENFMFPAC. 

(b) 12th Marine Service Bn will be under Commandant NOB 

(c) 2nd Prov Marine AAA Group will be under Marine Air Defense 
Command. 

01 0900 PENNSYLVANIA to CINCPAC PEARL HQ Info CINCPAC ADV HQ 

Completed operation FUDDLE WAKE. AA fire meager and inaccurate. 

Shore battery fire moderate inside 10,000 yards. Coverage CINCPOA ADV 
230907 being furnished by USS CABOT. No personnel casualties. 

Fragment hit on PENNSYLVANIA disabled 1 director Mark 50. 1 F6F and 

1 SC lost operationally both pilots recovered unhurt.. Preliminary 
reports indidate following. 9 guns including both 8 inch at PEACOCK 
POINT out.of action. Damage to 6 other guns distillation and power 
plants. 1 dump burned. 
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02 0018 C0H7THFLT to CIKCPAC/CIIICPOA BOTH HQ Info COMNATSPAC. OOMAIRPAC. 
COMNATS 


Have conferred with your Deputy Chief of Staff regarding NATO major 
base in PHILIPPINES in accordance your 250908. Information given 
him is now submitted to you for consideration in submitting your firm 
recommendation. NATS proposed flight ?dng will consist initially of 
2 R4D quadrons Numbers 6 and 13 and 1 Meron Number 10. These 
squadrons will serve the Asiatic area only. MACTAN suggestedas loca¬ 
tion headqquarters service maintenance facilities for wing. MACTAN 
ISLAND considered logical site for repair and maintenance NATS equip¬ 
ment service PHILIPPINES and adjacent areas with twin engine airplanes 
for the reasons that: A. It is centrally located with respect Areas 
served by the wing. B. Local weather conditions best this area. C. 
Will make common use of station aircraft supply transportation and 
repair facilities of Naval Air Base MACTAN. Facilities for initial 
use by NATS to extent of 6 R4D wing 300 NATS personnel will be available 
MACTAN 1 September. Suggest present facilities MANUS and SAMAR continue 
to be utilized by NATS as necessary AKILDHA T NATS move to MACTAN be 
progressive as facilities MACTAN become available. Sugest trans¬ 
pacific NATS PHILIPPINE terminal be LIFITE to turn around and Ron 
facilities only. It being -understood that major repair and maintenance 
will be provided in MARIANAS and HAWAII. NATS trans-Pacific seaplane 
terminal facilities now being constructed SANGLEY and will allow 
progressive expansion of NATS seaplane service. SAHAR which is now 
PHILIPPINE terminal of NATS trans-Pacific landplane service is sug¬ 
gested as temporary terminal to be used only until Neilson Field 
MANILA facilities now under construction are completed. Neilson 
facilities to be supplemented by use of strip at SANGLEY which will 
be availabl prior to completion Neilson. 

03 0207 CINCPOA ADV HQ to CTF 93 Info COMAIR IWO. C0H7TH AIR FORCE. COMMAR- 
IANAS. COMGENPOA 

The reorganization of air forces in the Pacific Ocean Areas has made 
it necessary to disband Task Force 93* The mission of your force 
has been accomplished under difficult conditions in an efficient 
manner for which I am most appreciative and congratulate you on a 
job well done. 

03 0208 CINCPAC ADV HQ to CTF 93 Info ALPOA 

The Stategic Air Force Pacific Ocean Areas with designation of TF—93 
and TG-93.4 are dissolved. CTG-93.4 report with the forces under 
his command to ComGen USASTAF for duty. See my 242315 May concerning 
fighter defense IWO JIMA. 


03 0227 CINCPAC ADV HQ to COM7THFLT Info CINCPAC PEARL HQ, COMAIRPAC, CCM- 

SERVPAC. CCMAIR7THFLT. COMINCH CNO 

Your 141155 is hereby approved insofar as CINCPAC is concerned. 
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03 0347 CINCPAC ADVANCE to COMINCH AND CHO info DCNO(AIR). BUAERO. CINCPAC PEARL. 
COKAIRPAC. CCKAIRPACSUBCCKFORD. COKFAIRPHOTOGP 2. COMFAIHNING 1,2.16. 

COHFIARWESTCCAST . 

Increasing photographic missions to meet the requirements for amphibi¬ 
ous operations, assessment of target damage, photography for use in conn¬ 
ection with shore bombardment, photo reconnaissance of bypasses bases plus 
the increased attrition rate due to enemy action dictate the necessity for 
a readjustment of the present deployment, rotation and composition of 
Navy photoRons. Therefore recommend: 

(A) That the authorized complement of PhotoRons 1 and 3 be increased 
from 6 to 9 PB4Y-1P as soon as practicable. 

(B) That these 2 squadrons be supported forward on a crew replacement 
basis in a manner similar to other multi-engine squadrons. 

(C) If required in order to implement the above or to provide compen¬ 
sating personnel complements recommend PhotoRons 4 and 5 be 
decommissioned. 

Para. This is my action on COMAIRPAC 242028 and serial 001735 both of 
July not to or needed by all. 

03 0742 CINCPAC ADVANCE to CONGENFMFPAC info COMINCH. HARCORPS. CINCPAC PEARL. 

CTF 99. FMFPACHEP RYUKYUS. FMFPACREP MARIANAS. CCUGEN 3RD PHIB CORPS . 

Marine personnel will be used for local defense and internal security 
of Naval Operating Base OKINAWA. CINCPAC ADVANCE 030737 an MP Bn has been 
requested from COMINCH for this purpose however until such unit is availa¬ 
ble COMGENFMFPAC will meet this requirement on a temporary basis by 
providing at least 2 infantry companies or equivalent units from FMF person¬ 
nel locally available at OKINAWA. Such unit or units should report to 
Comdt NOB OKINAWA at earliest. Comdt NOB OKINAWA is authorized to require 
CGMGEN lstl.L4.RDIV to furnish such additional troops for tactical purposes 
as the situation may require. 

03 0912 CINCPOA ADVANCE to CINCAFPAC info CCUGEN FEAF ADVON. COMGEM FEAF . 

Headquarters and headquarters squadron 2nd Marine Air Wing inadvertently 
not mentioned in memorandum for record GUAM conference 21-23 July reference 
your 3 H 509 « Operational control that unit passed to FEAF so that the 
method of controlling Marine Air Defense units through the 2nd Marine Air 
Wing Headquarters will continue. My 271317 being changed accordingly. 

03 0913 CINCPAC ADVANCE to CTG 99.2. CTU 99.2.1. CTU 99.2.3, CTU 99.3.4. CTU 99.3 

,12. CTU 99.2,2 info C0M7THFLT. C0M3RDFLT. 00M5THFLT. COMINCH. CINCPAC 

PEARL. COMGM 10. ALL TF Alw TG COMDRS PACFLT. 

Change my 271317 to read as follows. Following changes in Task Organ¬ 
ization and operational control effective 3H20f) I (-9) July. Comdt NOB 
OKINAWA assume designation CTF 99 and report by despatch to CINCPAC. Pres¬ 
ent 99.3.12 report to CTF 99. C0MGEN2ND KARINE AIR WING with present 
99.2.1, TU 99.2.2 and headquarters and headquarters squadron pass to 
operational control FEAF. Present TU 99.2.3 report to COMFAIHWING 1 for 
operational control. 
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03 0915 CINCPAC ADVANCE to COKINCH AMD CNO info CINCPCA PEARL . 

Your 311607. Consider that there is sufficient possibility that 
AITUTAKI and PENRHYN may have post was significance to justify continuance 
of present token garrisons. Navy and Coast Guard personnel will be sub¬ 
stituted for Army garrisons if you so direct or if it is the only means 
by which garrisons can be maintained. 

01 1355 CTU 95.9.2 to CUICPAC ADVANCE info C0MGSNUSA5TAF. COMGEN 20TH AF. CTG 94.11 . 
COMGEN FEAF. COMGEN FEAF ADV HC. CTG 95.9 . 

Your 301539 it is desired to continue rescues inland sea all pilots. 
Conference representatives COMGEN FEAF advise that they will continue their 
splendid and cooperative fighter cover for all rescue missions and searches 
necessary. Communication facilities recommended my 311301 not all or 
needed should be expedited for optimum rescue operations. 

30 2140 COHAAF SWPA to COMAF 13. COMGEN 85 FIT5R V/ING (ADC). COM AIR 7THFLEET . 

CINCAFPAC info COMANF PACIFIC AT GUAM. COM AF 5. COMPHILSEAFRON (INTERCEPT ) 

AX-79283. 

Further to myrad AX-78080, 21 July (not to all). ComAf, 13 combat 
responsibility includes entire 5th Air Force area of responsibility in 
SWPA, as outlined in inclosure 1 to operations instructions number 96 . 

This combat responsibility includes strike and recco air-sea rescue and 
operational control of all shore and tender-based aircraft of ComAir7thFlt, 
as outlined in para3E(l), operations instructions number 96 , except units 
specifically placed under control air defense command for always, air- 
sea rescue operations. 

Para. 85 fighter wing will assume responsibility for (A) air-sea 
rescue airways coverage in PHILIPPINES at 00011(-9), 5 August 45, and 
FTF.GT the operations of VPB 71 bases SAMAR and 1-half VPB 20 based 
LINGAYEN to accomplish this mission. (B) area, strike and recco air-sea 
coverage on or about 15 September 1945 for all craft operations within 
and from the PHILIPPINES, at which time 1 Army air-sea rescue squadron 
will be assigned in addition to Navy squadrons. Letter directive follows 
to ADC. 

03 2345 CINCPAC ADVANCE HQ to C0M7THFLEET info COMINCH . 

COMAAF SWPA 302140/1(-9). Request letter report giving complete 
data on existing operational command arrangements as they affect all 
units of air 7th Fleet. 
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07 0020 CINCPOA ADVANCE HO to ALPOA info CINCAFPAC . 

The standard ariry air force air defense grid which is now employed by 
the forces under CINCAFPAC is hereby prescribed for use by forces under 
CINCPOA in cases when a grid is employed in exchanging air warning and 
fighter direction information on radar reporting and radar telling 
circuits. Effective date 1 September 1945. This grid is not to be 
confused with the AMS world Polyconic grid which is used for gunfire and 
air support. It is not intended to replace the polar coordinate system 
used by fleet elements at sea or the polar coordinate system of local 
reporting from a fixed reference point at the scene of an operation. The 
air defense grid supersedes the Jangrid the use of which in the POA is 
accordingly discontinued. Information on the air defense grid will be 
disseminated separately. 

07 0819 CINCPOA ADV HQ to COMINCH Info CNO. CINCAFPAC. CINCPOA PEARL HQ 

JSS 181409 and the resulting agreement between CINCAFPAC and CINCPAC 
Memorandum for Record of 23 July 1945 subpar 3, 4 and 5 of para 8E 
regarding division of responsibility for shipping in the RYUKYUS imposes 
a condition for the present wherein the overall responsibility for 
procurement and sailing of shipping remains with CINCPOA but responsi¬ 
bility for unloading and turn around at OKINAWA is divided between 
CINCPOA and CINCAFPAC. 

Subpar 8E5 specifically provides that CINCAFPAC nay introduce addi¬ 
tional shipping at OKINAWA without reference to CINCPAC. Under such 
circumstances CINCPOA does not have the authority to exercise the overall 
control over shipping in the RYUKYUS which JCS require of him under 
JCS 100345 of December 1944. Request JCS 100345 of December 1944 be 
modified to eliminate CINCPOA responsibility for shipping in Army 
controlled ports of RYUKYUS. 

07 0902 CINCPAC ADV HQ to COHGEN CHINA Info CTF 95 

Reference C.F.A.W. 1 022330 separately passed. Would appreciate 
your comments as to attack on junk traffic. I consider visit and 
search will normally be impracticable and that visual identification 
as to friendly character will usually be unreliable. My inclination 
is to interdict all traffic north of the YANGTZE. Early reply 
requested. 
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08 1955 CII'ICPC'A ADVANCE HQ to ALPOA . 

The Soviet Union has announced that a state of war exists between 
that country and JAPAN. 

09 0027 CINCPAC ADVANCE to C0M3RDFLT. ALL TF AND TG COMDRS PAC PLT. COMSUBPAC . 

GOMNORPAC. (XM5THFLT info COLSNCH. CINCAFPAC. CG FEAF & ADVON. CG USASTAF . 

Following operational boundaries established for operations US and 
Soviet Forces. 

Para. In sea of JAPAN the boundary will be along the lines connecting 
CAPE BOLTIN (41-50N 129-43E) to point 40-001! 135-OOS to point 45-45N 
140-00 E thence along parallel 45-45N to line connecting CAPE CRILLON 
(NISHI N0T0R0 MISAKI on southern tip of southern SAKHALIN) with SOYA MISAKI 
(on northern tip of HOKKAIDO). U.S. forces air and naval (including 
Submarines) vd.ll operate to the south and east of this boundary. 

Para. In the north Pacific, SEA OF OKHOTSK and BERING SEA. Boundary 
will be established along the line from CAPE DEZHNEV to DIOMERE ISLAND th¬ 
ence along the boundary of the territorial waters of the USSR and UNITED 
STATES to the parallel 51-30N thence to point 50-35N 157-00 E thence 
to point 49-50N 156-20E thence along parallel 49-50N to the ONEKOTAN STRAIT 
thence soutInvest along the KURILE ISLANDS CHAIN. The area to the south 
and east of this boundaiy is a zone of United States operation, to the 
north and west a zone of mutual operations. The zone of mutual operations 
the operations of the USSR and UNITED STATES naval and air forces will 
be coordinated. 

Para. In the SEA OF JAPAN operations of the U.S. forces north and 
west of the boundary will be subject to coordination with the USSR. 

Para. The boundary line between operational zones of the UNITED STATES 
and SOVIET air forces in KOREA AND MANCHURIA shall be as follows: C.APE 
BOLTIN, CHANGCHUN, SINGEING, LIAOYUAN, KAILU, CKIHFENG, PEKING, TATUNG, 
and thence along the southern boundary of INNER MONGOLIA. 

Para. United States aviation will operate south of this line includ¬ 
ing gl the above named points. USSR aviation will operate north of this 
line. Depending upon future conditions this line is subject to change. 
United States air operations north of this line and Soviet air operations 
south of this line must be coordinated. When necessary for United States 
aircraft to attack targets or make reconnaissance flights north of the 
boundary line coordination will be effected by local liaison. Further 
information regarding identification and recognition signals later includ- 
liaison arrangements. 
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08 0700 COMFALR./ING ONE to CINCPAC ADVAIICE H... info CTU 95.9.2, COMSUBPAC . 

Shipping strike by FEAF AD ECH August 7 TSU SHIMA STRAITS did not pro¬ 
vide cover submarine at lat 32-45 long 128-00. Dumbo was assigned and 
fighter escort requested this sub for maximum rescue coverage. Fighter 
escort was refused although request was relayed to CQMGEN FEAF AD ECH by 
landwire and CW. After refusal message was delivered also by hand for 
determining policy fighter escort future strikes to insure maximum rescue 
coverage and protection submarine lifeguards stationed for primary duty 
to cover FEAF strikes. Explanation refusal or policy future requests not 
answered. FEAF AD ECH establishing own rescue facilities limit their 
equipment and exercising operational control on other than distress fre¬ 
quencies this includes crash boats. Duplication and resulting confusion 
hazarding efficient rescue and unnecessarily jeopardizing lifeguards. 

This change in cooperation is recent but applies to practically all air 
sea rescue operations. 

08 0940 ALUSNA VLADIVOSTOK to COMINCH AND CNO info MOSCOW - CNO PASSES TO COMNORPAC. 

COMSUBPAC. CINCPAC BOTH HQS . 

Convoy officer today officially states Soviet shipping no longer using 
LA PERDUSE. Would not divulage exact date stopped altho local rumors 
indicate several days. My 010030. They also preparing to start convoy¬ 
ing by planes and warships merships to and from VLADIVOSTOK via TARTARY 
and INOKHOTSK. Describes LA PEROUSE as dangerous for their use because 
of Jap subs as well as American warships. Also expresses Fear 1st KURILE 
STRAIT might soon be closed because of military operations. 

09 2200 COMINCH AND CNO to CINCPAC ADV info COMNORPAC. ALUSNA MOSCOW. ALUSNA 
VLADIVOSTOK . 

Deal directly with ALUSNAS MOSCOW and VLADIVOSTOK on such matters as 
you require. New Subject. Tentative plans for a suitable ship for 
communication purposes at EETROPAVLOVSK should be made. Interpreters 
are available COLD BAY connection HULA project. Suggest this ship be 
communication link to Soviet Naval Command pending establishment GUAM— 
VLADIVOSTOK circuit. 

10 0012 CD1CPC' A ADVANCE to COKSOPAC. CCNAIRPAC info CliTClOA PEARL, COHSSRONSOPAC . 

COHSOPAC is directed to exercise administrative and operational control 
of Naval Air Bases and airfields and aviation matters in SOPAC utilizing 
the services of a naval aviator whom COMAIRPAC is hereby directed to 
order to the staff of CGMSOPAC. COMAIRPAC shall exercise type command 
functions including aviation logistic support and aviation personnel 
matters. This answers COKSOPAC 310223 July. 

10 0812 CINCPAC ADVANCE to COMNORPAC info COMINCH. CTF 90,91.92. ALUSNA MOSCOW. 
AbUSNA VLADIVOSTOK . 

Your 100030. Continue operations of Task Force 92 as planned. Aerial 
bombarding of KURILE chain authorized. In order that Russians may be 
notified announce your intents to me aud to .ALUSNAS MOSCOW and VLADIVOSTOK. 


AUGUST 
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10 1210 COHGZNCHINA to CHICK'A ADVANCE info CTF 95, CINCAFPAC . 

Glance at UrDis 070902 and CFAY/ 1 022330 concur with interdiction of 
all sea traffic north of YANGTZE RIVER. Action being taken by this head¬ 
quarters to notify Chinese of then policy on shipping strikes. Recommend 
this unrestricted warfare not start until 25 August, so Chinese KC H 
sufficient time to get notice out. 

10 1605 COMIHCH AND CHO to CINCPAC ADVANCE info CINCPAC PEARL. COMAIRPAC. C0M7THFLT , 
C0M.AIR7THFLT. COMATS . 

Temporary establishment headquarters NATS ASIATIC WING with service 
and maintenance facilities at ? LACTAM approved. Ur 030225 and my secret 
speedletter serial 001911 of 1 August refer. Hold installations to a 
minimum as MACTAN is not to be a post war base. 

12 0405 CIKCPAC .ADVANCE to CINCAFPAC info OOLIGENFEAF. COKGSHFEAF AD VON. CTF 95 . 

Request pilots of OKHIAWA-based planes be briefed that friendly sub¬ 
marines are operating in JAPAN SEA. Others are south of KOREA and in 
addition to lifeguards there will be submarines on special missions in 
vicinity of KYUSHU. Recent bombing of submarine lifeguard BATFISH 
indicates pilots are not being properly briefed as to boundaries and 
bombing restrictions in submarine patrol zones. S0P-2B requires that no 
submarine shall be attacked in a submarine patrol zone. Therefore pilots 
must refrain from bombing unidentified targets during daylight and shouti 
not attack single targets during darkness or low visibility. 

12 0246 JOINT CHIEFS OF STAFF to EISENHOWER. . .CNARNEY, ILACARTHUR. NINJTZ, NSDE - 
1.LEYSR. WHEELER AND GILES . 

WARX 48488. 

Propaganda directives originated by the Office of War Information have 
been reported to the Joint Chiefs of Staff as causing some confusion in 
certain theaters as regards their authenticity and status. Clarify this 
situation, the Joint Chiefs of Staff desire to recall that under executive 
order No. 9312, the 0171 is responsible for planning, development and 
execution of the federal foreign propaganda program subject to approval of 
the Joint Chiefs of Staff where areas of actual or projected military 
operations are concerned and subject to control of program execution by 
theater commanders. Arny and Navy liaison officers designated by the Joint 
Chiefs of Staff participate in preparing the OWI directives which are 
reviewed by the OWI overseas planning board on which the state, ..ar and 
Navy Departments are also represented. 

Para. Since propaganda directives must be kept abreast of developments 
it is desirable to hold administrative processing to a minimu, hence they 
are normally communicated by 071 to its representatives in the field. 

Para. The Joint Chiefs of Staff desire that these directives be ac¬ 
cepted in accord with executive order No. 9312 as rellecting the approved 
navtional progaganda policy for execution under your con rol insofar as 
military considerations permit. Whenever exceptions are made to any par¬ 
ticular directive for circumstances peculiar to any theater, the nature of 
the ; centions and the reasons therefore will be communicated for the 
information of the appropriate agency of the War or Navy Department. 
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14 2304 CIHCPOA ADVANCE HEADQUARTERS to ALPOA info COHINCH . 

Cease offensive operations against Japanese forces. Continue searches 
and patrols. Maintain defensive and internal security measures at highest 
level and beware of treachery or last moment attacks by enemy forces or 
individuals. 


14 2310 CINCPAC ADVANCE HQ to CINCAFPAC info COMDJCH. C0U3RDFLT . 

As essential preliminary to further naval operations TOKYO BAY AREA 
request Japanese authorities be directed to send Japanese ship to meet 
Halsey 20 miles bearing 135 from 0 SHIMA to lead his forces into SAGAMI 
WAN and advise time of arrival at rendezvous. 


15 0000 COMPICH AND CNO to CINCPAC ADVANCE info C0M3RDFLT . 

For your information the State Department has received official 
Japanese acceptance of surrender demands and is replying through the 
intermediary power to the Japanese as follows: 

1. Direct prompt cessation of hostilities by Japanese forces, in¬ 
forming the Supreme Commander for the Allied Powers of the effective date 
and hour of such cessation. 

2. Send Emisaries at once to the Supreme Commander for the Allied 
Powers with information of the disposition of the Japanese forces and 
commanders, and fully empowered to make any arrangements directed by 
the Supreme Commander for the Allied Powers to enable him and his ac¬ 
companying force to arrive at the place designated by him to receive the 
formal surrender. 

For the purpose of receiving such surrender and carrying it into 
effect. General of the Army Douglas MacArthur has been designated as the 
Supreme Commander for the Allied Powers, and he will notify the Japanese 
Government of the time, place and other details of the formal surrender. 

15 0218 CINCPAC AMD CIHCPOA ADVANCE to CINCAFPAC. 


NBUTZ TO MAC ARTHUR. 


Please accept ray hearty congratulations on your appointment as 
Supreme Commander for the occupation of JAPAN and my assurance of full 
support by the forces and resources available to me. 


15 0620 CIKCPOA ADVANCE to CINCAFPAC info CCM3RDFLEET. OOIUNCH. 


Request immediate despatch to Japanese authorities that our own 
measures for defense require our naval forces to destroy any Japanese 
aircraft approaching our dispositions. See C0M3RDFleet 150423* 
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15 0503 SUPRISE CCMDR ALLIED POWERS to THE JAPANESE EMPEROR. THE JAPANESE IMPERIAL 

GOVERNMENT. TIE JAPANESE IMPERIAL GENERAL HEADQUARTERS info "‘ARGOS (JCS). 

CINCPAC ADVANCE. USA8TAF. SACS5A. JC'■GEUCHINA. GEIERALTSSLIQ. U.S* MILITARY 
^ MSSICU LICSCCU. SOVIET AUTHORITIES. Cl. GAIT 10. XNGENFEAF . 


Pursuant to the acceptance of the terns of surrender of the Allied 
Powers by the 21PER0R OF JAPAN, the Japanese Imperial Government and the 
Japanese Imperial Headquarters, the Supreme Commander for the Allied Powers 
hereby directs the immediate cessation of hostilities by Japanese Forces. 

The Supreme Commander for the Allied Powers is to be notified at once of 
the effective date and hour of such cessation of hostilities, whereupon 
Allied forces will be directed to cease hostilities. 

Para. The Supreme Commander of the Allied Parers further directs the 
Japanese Imperial Government to send to his headquarters at Manila, Phil¬ 
ippine Islands, a competent representative empowered to receive in the name 
of the EMPEROR OF JAPAN, the Japanese Imperial Government and the Japanese 
Imperial General Headquarters certain requirement', s for carrying into effect 
the terms of surrender. The above representative will present to the 
Supreme Commander for the Allied Powers upon his arrival a document authen¬ 
ticated by the EMPEROR OF JAPAN, empowering him to receive the requirements 
of the Supreme Commander for the .Allied Powers. 

Para. The representative will be accompained by competent advisors 
representing the Japanese Army, the Jspanese Navy and the Japanese Air 
Forces. The latter advisor will be thoroughly familiar with airborne .fac¬ 
ilities in the TOKYO AREA. 

Para. Procedure for the transport of the above party under safe conduct 
is prescribed as follows: Party will travel in a Japanese airplane to an 
airdrome on the island of IE SHIMA from which point they will be transported 
to MANILA, PHILIPPINE ISLANDS. In a United States Airplane. They will be 
returned to Japan in the same manner. Party will employ an unarmed air¬ 
plane, type Zero Model 22, L2, D3. Such airplane will be painted all 
white and will bear upon the sides of the fuselage and top and bottom of 
each wing green crosses easily recognizable at 500 yards. The airplace 
will be capable of inflight voice communications in English, on a frequency 
of 6970 kilocycles. Airplane will proceed to an airdrome on the island 
of IE SHIMA, identified by 2 white crosses prominently displayed in the 
center of the runway. The exact date and hour this airplane will depart 
from SATA MISAKI, on the southern tip of KYUSHU, the route and altitude 
of flight and estimated time of arrival in IE SHIMA, will be broadcast 
6 hours in advance, in English, from TOKYO on a frequency of 16125 kilo¬ 
cycles. Adknowledgement by radio from this headquarters of the receipt of 
such broadcast is required prior to take-off of the airplane. ..eather 
permitting, the airplane will depart from SATA MISAKI between the hours 
of 0800 and 1100 TOKYO time on the 17th Day of August 1945. In communi¬ 
cations regarding this flight, the code designation "BATAAN" will be 
employed* 

Para. The airplane will approach IE SHIMA on a course of 180 degrees 
and circle landing field at 1000 feet or below the cloud layer until joined 
by escort of United States Army P-38s which will lead it to a landing. 

Such escort may join the airplane prior to arrival at IE SHIMA. 
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15 0355 SUPREME CCM'AJIDK?- FOR THE ALLIED POMBRS to THE .TAPATJv.sk mpre ntt, THE 
JAPANESE IMPERIAL GOVERNMENT. THE JAPANESE GENERAL HEADQUARTERS info 

WARCOS. GINGPAC. 

I have been designated as the Supreme Commander for the Allied Powers 
(The United States, The Republic of China, The United Kingdom, and the 
Union of Soviet Socialist Republics) and empowered to arrange directly 
with the Japanese authorities for the cessation of hostilities at the 
earliest practicable date. 

Para. It is desired that a radio station in the TOKYO area be official¬ 
ly designated for continuous use in handling radio communications between 
this headquarters and your headquarters. Your reply to this message should 
give the call signs, frequencies and station designation. It is desired 
that the radio communication with my headquarters in MANILA be handled in 
English text. Pending designation by you of a station in the TOKYO AREA 
for use as above indicated, station JUM on frequency 13705 kilocycles will 
be used for this purpose, and WTA MANILA will reply on 15965 kilocycles. 

Upon receipt of this message, adknowledge. MacArthur. 

15 0215 CTF 95 to CINC?AC ADVANCE info CTF 99 . 

Originator and CTF 99 jointly recommend as follows. Your 110456 refers. 

A. To meet situation as it exists now. Effective 1 September CTF 95 
dissolve Task Group 95.5 CHICPAC abolish title commander Naval Forces 
RYUKYUS and assign to CTF 99 duties my OpPlan 3-45 paragraph 3E. Items 

1 to 6 inclusive. Remainder duties under this paragraph will be assumed 
by units of TF 95. 

B. To meet developments during and after OLYMPIC or occupation of 
JAPAN. When control of shippihg is passed by COMPHIBSPAC establish Task 
Organization JAPAN similar to that proposed IP VPNV HYV. r IE . Each organiza¬ 
tion to take over control of CHOP line to be established by CUICPAC. 

Consider duties in a above will not be affected except in magnitude of 
shipping with corresponding increase in escorts required. If approved 
CTF 95 will transfer personnel and vessels now assigned TG 95.5 to permit 
accomplishment assigned responsibilities. CTG 95.6 will be assigned 
duties as SOPA at BUCKNER BAY and will carry out plans prepared by 

Naval Base Commander for clearing harbor in emergency. He will be 
responsible for military functions afloat including such as control of 
BOOKS AA fire etc. 
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15 0842 g IIIG PAG ADVANCE H 1 \ to ALP AC . 

With the termination of hostilities against JAPAN it is incumbent on 
all officer's to conduct themselves with dignity and decorum in their treat¬ 
ment of the Japanese and their public utterances in connection with the 
Japanese. The Japanese are still the same nation which initiated the War 
by a trecherous attack on the Pacific Fleet and which has subjected our 
brothers in arms who became prisoners to torture, starvation and murder. 
However the use of insulting epithets in connection with the Japanese as 
a race or as individuals does not now become the officers of the United 
States Navy. Officers of the Pacific Fleet will take steps to require 
of all personnel under their command a high standard of conduct in this 
matter. Neither familiarity and open forgiveness nor abuse and vituperation 
should be permitted. 

15 0846 CINC?AC ADVANCE to G.UTCAFPAC info CCT3RDFLT. C0;.:5THFLT. CC:7THFLT . 

Refer appendix C to my serial 0005103. It is requested that naval 
requirements as stated in reference plus the following be presented to 
Japanese Emissary at MANILA. 

1. That the Japanese Imperial High Command will promptly direct all Jap¬ 
anese and Japanese controlled ships, warships, auxiliaries, merchant ships 
and other craft to comply with the following instructions: 

A. Ships in harbors to remain in harbor pending further directions from 
CINCPAC; shipa fct sea report their positions in plain language immediately 
to the nearest U.S., British or Soviet Radio Station on 500KC/s(600 meters) 
and to the call sign NPO on 1 of the following high frequencies: 4235, 8470 
12705, or 16940 KC/S. Proceed to nearest allied port or such port as 
CINCPAC may direct pending further orders. Ships will burn navigational 
limits at night and display searchlights with beams held vertically. 

3. Submarines will remain on surface fly a black flag or pennant and 
show lights at night. Renort their positions in accordance with (A) and 
oroceed on surface to nearest of following ports. AGANA GUAM, MIDWAY 
ISLAND, SUBIC BAY PHILIPPINES. Upon arrival at point 10 miles from 
entrance to ort communicate with port and lie to until boarded by allied 
naval forces. 

C. All warships and merchant ships whether in port or at sea will 
immediately train all weapons fore and aft. Torpedo tubes will be 
unloaded and a ~l 1 breech blocks will be removed from all guns. 

D. All minesweeping vessels will car.y out prescribed measures of 
disarmamanfc, fuel as necessary and be prepared immediately for minesweep¬ 
ing service under the direction of CINCPAC. 

2. The Imperial High Command will forthwith direct that Japanese naval 
aircraft are not to leave the ground or water or ship pending directions 
from CINCPAC. 

3. The Japanese High Command will forthwith direct that any neutral 
merchant ships in JAPAN or Japanese controlled ports are to be detained 
pending instructions from CINCPAC. 

4. The Japanese High Command will forthwith issue categorical directions 
that: 

A. All boom defenses at all ports and harbors are to be opened and 
kept open at all times; where possible they are to be removed. 
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15 0846 CINCPAC ADVANCE to CINCAFPAC info CCH3RDFLT. C0H5THFLT. C02J7THFLT (Cont'd) 


6. All controlled minefields at all ports and harbors are to be dis¬ 
connected and rendered ineffective. 

C. All demolition charges in all ports and harbor workd are to be 
removed or rendered ineffective and their presence indicated. 

D. The existing wartime system of navigational lighting is to be 
maintained except that all dinmed lights are to be shown at full brilliancy. 

E. All pilotage services are to continue to operate and all pilots 
are to be held at their normal stations ready for service and equipped 
with charts. 

F. Japanese Naval and other personnel concerned in the operation of 
ports are to remain at their stations and continue to carry out their 
nonnal duties. 

5. The Japanese Imperial High Command will be prepared to deliver forth¬ 
with to CINCPAC representative in TOKYO BAY AREA: 

A. Corrected copies of charts showing all minefields laid by Japanese 
or Japanese controlled vessels or aircraft and all other undemater 
obstructions. 

B. Details of all Japanese coastal convoy routes, searched channels 
and of all buoys lights and other navigational aids. 

C. Exact information with regard to disposition of Japanese naval 
units. 

D. Detailed lists of fuel stocks including furnace diesel gasoline 
'and coal. 

6. The Japanese Imperial High Command will forthwith direct that except 
as may be required for the purpose of giving effect to the above special 
orders all personnel in Japanese warships, auxiliaries, merchant ships 
and other craft are to remain on board their ships pending further 
directions from CINCPAC or his representatives. 

7. The Japanese Imperial High Command will issue instructions forthwith 
that: 

A. The Y0K0SHUKA, HIROSHIMA, OMURA and KABAYAMA airfields be prepared 
immediately for occupation by U.S. Marine and Naval Air Units. 

B. The Y0K0SHUKA Naval Base be preoared immediately for occupation 
and possible operation by U.S. Naval service Units. 

C. All troops and personnel other than those required for normal care 
taking functions be removed from the foregoing areas prior to the arrival 
of U.S. Forces. 
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15 1344 COMINCH TO CUICPAC BOTH HEAD' UARTE.IS . 


Reports from Soviets yesterday given high evaluation by them indicate 
following: Intense activity reported along shores SAGAMI WAN on 13 and 
14th August Jap dates. Many troops naval personnel and civilian volunteers 
concentrating that area and digging fox holes and gun positions. Beaches 
contain many anti-landing devices and entire shore this bay reported 
heavily fortified. If this report true acticity probably organized prior 
surrender orders but possibility of treachery connection BLUE landings 
must be considered. 

15 0930 COKGENCTDPAC to CINCPAC ADV info CIIICPAG FEARL. CDiCAFPAC. 00MG3NCENTFAC- 

BACOM. 

RJ 68266. 

Recommend Joint Chiefs of Staff be requerted to remove, effective 
V-J Day, restriction notv imposed by modified category of defense B under 
vjhich this.area now operating ordered reduce present alert status of ground 
and air forces in Hawaiian Group after formal declaration V-J Day. 

16 1117 KvYANTUNG ARMY HEAD UARTSRS to SUPREME HEAD 1 UARTERS SOVIET RUSSIAN FORCES 

IN THE FAR EAST . 

1st. Japanese 1st line forces have ceased all militaiy movements 
at their present positions. It is hooed that the Soviet Forces will 
also cease their attacks. Especially in the vicinity of MUTANKIANG, 
the Soviet attacks should be speedily stopped. 

2nd. Hereafter, the intentions of the Japanese side will be notified 
every hour for 10 minutes on frequencies of 6035 kilocycles and 15330 Idiocy 
The same will be transmitted via woreless on frequencies of 13530 kilo¬ 
cycles and 5315 kilocycles and 7490 kilocycles at the same hour. The 
Soviet side is requested to carry out similar communications via the 
KHABAROVSK radio and the tass news agency. Wireless communication should 
be established between the supreme field headquarters of both the Japanese 
and Soviet .Armies. Specify the wave length on which your communication will 
be transmitted. 

16 1608 '..ARGOS to MAC ARTHUR info DEAIE. VAICAGYEE. ■■/HEELER, SPAATZ, NE.IITZ . 

Urgent NR 1497 following is text of English language broadcast from 
TGKYO dated 16 August furnished for your information. We are in receipt of 
the message of the U.S. Government transmitted to us through the SWISS 
Government, and of a message from General !.lacArthur received by the TGKYO 
radiograph office, and desire to make the following communication: 

Para 1. His majesty the Emperor issued and Imperial order at 4 Pl-i 
on August 16 to the entire Armed Forces, to cease hostilities immediately. 

Para 2. It is presumed that the said Imperial order will reach the 
front line and produce full effect after the following lapse of time. 

A. In JAPAN proper, 48 hours; 

B. In CHINA, MANCHURIA, KOREA, southern regions - except 
BOUGAINVILLE - NEW GUINEA and the PHILIPPINES, 6 days. 
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16 1608 '.VAIICOS to NACARTHUl info DEANE, ..EDEL-BYSR. .HEELER. SFAATZ. NJIITZ . (Cont'd) 

C. In BOUGAINVILLE, 8 days. 

D. In N3Y GUINEA and the PHILIPPINES, in the case of various local 
headquarters, 12 days. But whether and when the order will be received by 
the 1st line units, is difficult to forsee. 

Para 3. With a view to making the August wish of his majesty, regarding 
the termination of the war, and the above - mentioned Imperial order 
thoroughly known to all concerned, members of the Imperial Family will be 
dispatched as personal representatives of his majesty to the headquarters of 
the" KWANTUNG Amt'-, the expeditionary forces in CHINA and the forces in the 
southern regions respectively. The itinerary, type of airplane, marking, 
etc will be communicated later. It is accordingly requested that safe 
conduct for the above be granted. 

Para 4. As regards to the request to dispatch a competent representativ* 
accompanied by service advisers, to the Headquarters of General MacArthur 
in MANILA, leaving SATA MISAKI in KYUSHU on August 17, we feel greatly 
embarrassed, as it is impossible for us to arrange for the VBWAINL of your 
representative on August 17 due to the scarcity of time allowed us. .7e 
will, however, oroceed at once with the necessary preparations and notify 
General MacArthur as to the date of the flight of such,a representative 
which will take place as soon as possible. 

Para 5. It is proposed to MAS if communications with the Supreme 
Commander of the Allied Powers in the following manner: 

A. Sender and reciver on the Japanese side, the General HEHR oil fo 
or the government. 

B. RSUDD0AF0KS on the Japanese side, TOKYO station, call sigi 
JNP, frequency 1 QHRBS, 740 kilocycles. 

C. Means of communications, radiograph. 

D. Language, English. 

Para. Communication received from General MacArthur. <>e request 
therefore, that the message be repeated, bearing upon the type fully and 
clearly. 

Para 7. In order to make sure that we have received without fail all 
the communications sent by General MacArthur, we beg him to repeat them 
once again through the route of communication specified under heading 
single quote 5 MVMT0WM1! end single quote of the FRSS communication end 
of quote. 
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17 0212 JNP (RDO TOKYO) 


INTERCEPT LESS APIS. 


As stated in our radiogram No. 1 it takes some time for the said order 
to reach the front line and produce full effect. It is earnestly requested 
that the allied forces will refrain from approaching the home waters of 
JAPAN PROPER until the order will have been fully effectuated. 

17 0711 SUPREME C0I1IANDER FOR THE ALLIED POTTERS to JAPANESE GENERAL HEADQUARTERS . 

Reference your radiogram number 4 August l6th. Your assumption that 
the signing of surrender terns is not among the tasks of the Japanese 
representatives to MANILA is correct. The directive from this headquarters 
is clear and explicit and is to be complied with without further delay. 

MacArthur. 

17 1357 macArthur to us military mission mosco.:. cikcfac advance. cohgsn ib. v»ar 

DEPARTMENT WASH. COMGSN 10. C0MGENP0A. CQHGENCHINA. DEPCOMAF GUAM. 

Following messages have been received from the Japanese General Head¬ 
quarters (Z 507) quote message number 5 while on our side the Imperial 
Order has already been given to cease hostilities, the Soviet Forcea are 
still positively carrying on the offensive and their spearhead is reach¬ 
ing near a point west to MUKDEN early this morning. As the result, the 
Japanese Forces in MANCHUKUO are meeting great difficulties in carrying 
out the Imperial Order. It is urgently requested that the Supreme Com¬ 
mander would take proper steps to being about immediate cessation of the 
Soviet offensive. Message number 7. Re our radiogram number 2: 

Para 1. The parties for CHINA and MANCHURIA left TOKYO today at 9:30AM. 

Para 2. The party for the south, reported in our previous message to 
leave on the 18th, left TOKYO also today at 9:30 AM. In order to avoid 
possible delay due to bad weather. 

Para 3. The type and markings of the planes and their routes are as 
communicated before. Unquote addressees southwest Pacific area take 
necessary action to provide safe transit Japanese parties for CHINA, 
MANCHURIA and the south. See also my Z 503. Following message received 
from the Japanese Govern ent 'uote message number 6 please correct the 
sender of our radiogram number 4 from (Japanese GHQ) to the (Japanese 
Government). MacArthur. 

17 1907 ' ICOS to MACARTHUR info DOME. fQDSN.yfSR, VGIESLZR, SPA ATZ. NINITZ. 

1532. 

Following is text of broadcast from KHABAROVSK in Russian to tne USSR 
on 17 August furnished for your information. "To the Commander of the 
IiYANTUNG .Army: 

Para. The Staff of the Japanese KWANTUNG Army addressed over the 
radio the Staff of the Soviet Troops on P3AUHJNRLZAST suggesting that they 
cease military operations, whereas not a word has been said about the 
capitulation of the Japanese Aimed Forces in MANCHURIA. 

Para. At the same time the Japanese went on with the counter-offensive 
in number of 'sectors of the Soviet^vJapanese - ront • 
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17 1907 WARCOS to MACAP.THUR info DEANE. V. r EDB0Sm. VJfSBLER. SPAATZ. NBDETZ . 


Para. I suggest to the Commander KWANTUNG Army troops that he cease 
all military operations against the Soviet Troops along the entire front, 
lay down arms and surrender, at 12 O’Clock on August 20. 

Para. The time mentioned above is given in order that the staff of 
the KWANTUNG ARMY could issue the order to cease resistance and surrender 
to all its troops. As soon as the Japanese begin laying down their arras, 
the Soviet troops will cease military operations. 

Para. Commander in Chief of the Soviet Troops in the Far East Marshal 
VASSILaVUICYPCOliy.; August 17, 1945, 6:00AM. 

Para. Following is text of English language broadcast from TOKYO 
dated 17 August furnished for your information. "Jap TOKYO to VTTA MACARTHUR 
headquarters in English at 12-41 HI. (Text) to the supreme Allied Commander 
radiogram number 7, August 17-our representative to Manila is selected. 

Due to necessary internal procedures, he is' scheduled to leave TOKYO on 
August 19. Further details will follow." JB HULL OPD. 


20 1945 COMINCH AND CNO to NAVOP . 

The President on 15 August 1945 issued the following directive: 
Appropriate departments of the government the Joint Chiefs of Staff are 
hereby directed to take such steps as are necessary to prevent the release 
of any information in regard to the development, design and production 
of the Atomic Bomb, or in regard to its employment in Military or Naval 
warfare, except with the specific approval of the President in each 
instance. 

21 1431 C0M3RDFLT to COMGENBTHAHHY info OOMGEN 11TH AIRBORNE. COMGEN FEAF. CQMGEN 

3m ARMY ADV OKINAWA. CINCPAC ADVANCE. CTF 31. COMGEN 6TH ARMY, CTG 35.90, 

CTF 38. CT?~35l 

Your 210517 (CX 35347) will execute ray plan 2 including occupation of 
forts vicinity FUTTSU SAKI which I will arrange to have vacated when I am 
met by emissary off OSHIMA. Desire you arrange direct with RAdm McCormich 
now in IDAHO at OKINAWA (departing 24th) for naval gunfire support de¬ 
sired by Army forces. McCormich will advise me in the premise when 
his group Jons me. I will make all necessary arrangements for gunfire 
support for Marine T endin g Force. I suggest that CG 11th Airborne Div 
MAAQ send air support liaison officers and any desired JASCO elements 
with McCormick to report to me. Vfy plans call for carrier plane CAP 
to cover airborne landings with air coordinator constantly over objective. 
I intend using frequencies as follows. Air coordinator and direct support 
aircraft for 11th Airborne division 129*78 MC. SAGAMI WAN combat air 
patro!124.02. 
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22 0823 CINCPAC ADVANCE to COMINCH info GOMGSNFMFPAC. MARCORPS. CINCPOA PEARL, 

Para 1. Based on the assumption that arrangements can be made far 
the 5th Amphibious Corps including 3 MarDivs to be released in Decenfcer- 
January from occupation duty JAPAN (either being relieved by Army Units 
or being released without relief) the following schedule of return of 
amphibious corps and Marine Divisions to U.S. is recommended for planning 
purposes: October 4th MarDiv. December 3rd MarDiv. January 5th Phib 
Corps and 5th Mar Divs. May 3rd Phib Corps and 6th Mar Div. Units 
returning will include personnel longes in area. Above is dependent on 
strategic situation however your approval is requested for planning 
purposes. In May anticipate 1st MarDiv will be in CHINA and 2nd MarDiv 
in MARIAN AS-MARSHAIJM5-WESTEHN CAROLINES. 

Para 2. Recommend that 2 AAA Group Headquarters and 5 AAA Bns be 
disbanded and the personnel used for rotation and to augment the service 
command. Remaining 2 AAA Bns will be required Marianas for present* 

Para 3* ComGenfMFPac concurs in theabove. In addition he will 
submit recommendations for disbandment and readjustment of other units 
as the tactical situation permits. 

Para 4. 6th defense Bn at MIDWAY and Marine Defense force JOHNSTON 
will be reduced to minimum. 

Para 5. 52nd Defense Bn can be released from assigned duties now 
and returned U.S. 51st Defense Bn will be required Marshalls for the 
present. 

Para 6. The disbandment of units the processing of equipment and 
supplies the closing out of camps etc., will require a temporary augmentat¬ 
ion of the service command involving an estimated additional 600 comm¬ 
issioned and warrant and 10,000 enlisted. ComGenFMFPac will submit 
above requirements to MARCORPS by separate correspondence. 
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23 0833 CINCPAC ADVANCE to COMNORPAC . 

Your 202222 just received. Commander North Pacific Force has been 
considered to be a Task Force Commander of the Pacific Fleet and has 
been included in the Task Organization of all major operation plans 
issued by CINCPAC. Initiate compliance ny OpPlan 12-45 of which pertinent 
eoctracts have been furnished you. Keep me and Com3rdFleet informed 
of your plans and the intended position and movements of your forces. 

Do not enter OMINATO until after 31 August. Acknowledge. 


23 1127 CINCAFPAC to CINCPAC ADVANCE HQ . 

c 36029. 

For the surrender ceremony there will be 50 senior officers of this 
headquarters and other major arny headquarters. These are in addition 
to 30 Allied officers who will attend representing the Allied Powers. 
Correspondents, newsreel men etc AFPAC 135* CHINA 13, USASTAF 14, total 
162* Request that the arrangements on the MISSOURI be made on the fore¬ 
going basis reference Commander 3rd Fleet 220513 GOT. 
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23 0336 CINCPAC ADVANCE to COMINCH AND CNO Info CINCPAC PEARL . 

Your 171545. No suitable site for grounding PENNSYLVANIA without 
extensive preparation at OKINAWA. Because no protected anchorage exists 
in typhoon weather consider mooring ship in present damaged condition 
unwise. Unless directed to contrary will tow PENNSYLVANIA to GUAM earliest 
practicable far drycdocking and limited repairs to facilitate further tew 
to pearl harbor or west coast pending final decision as to disposition. 

Para. Do not recommend use of OBB for coast defense Pacific Island 
Bases far following reasons. 

A. If grounded extensive repairs, RIP RAP construction necessary to 
prevent failure ships girder as seas wash out support of bow and stem. 

B. Vulnerability of target. 

C. Difficulty of regunning. 

D. Unknown changes in gunnery planes and clearances to be expected 
from changes in support due to sea action. 

Para. Extent to which this was has shown sea coast batteries to be 
an obsolete form of defense. 

23 0833 CINCPAC ADVANCE to COMINCH info CINCAFPAC. ADMIRALTY . 

Concur UrDis 191945 on assumption that implications involved in discon¬ 
tinuing combat areas are following: 

1* Cancellation payment of bonuses to Merchant Crews. 

2. Influence on Marine war risk insurance rates. 

3. Would establish termination date for operations and campaigns not 
yet officially terminated. Attention invited to CINCPAC 150510, 150907 and 
serial 07052 of 18 August defining Merchant ship control procedure in P0A 
following fo rmal surrender which is similar to COMINCH serial 003611 of 

15 December. 

Para. Until there is more definite assurance that there are no 
isolated independent groups of Japanese unwilli n g to comply with surrender 
consider that Armed Guard and Armament should be maintained on Merchant 
Ships and troopers in Western Pacific until occupation of Japan has been 
accomplished. 

23 2217 CINCPAC ADV to SUPREME (Y)MDR ALLIED PCWERS info COMINCH. C0M3RDFLT, 
COMMARGILS. CINCPAC PEARL HQ . 

As indicated in discussions between Rear Admiral Sherman and Rear 
Admiral Yokoyama at Manila CINCPAC-CINCPOA is entirely in accord with use 
of Japanese Hospital Ships to relieve the situation in the Pacific Islands 
and requests that the evacuation of WAKE and MARCUS be handled as a matter 
of urgency in that order. Request this action be initiated in your reply 
to Imperial Japanese Headquarters message number 21 quoted in your 231531. 
CINCPAC will supervise by detailing Destroyer to escort each Hospital 
ship. 
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^ 0811 CINCPOA A DV HQ to C0M3RDFLT Info CINCAFPAC. CQM5THFLT. COMGENFEAF. COM- 
NATSPAC, COMMARIA NAS, CTG 94.11. CTU 95.9.2, COMGEJ USASTAF. OOMGFN TOAF 

ADVON. CTG 30»5 

Desire your Op Plans 10-45 and H—45 establish seaplane and surface air 
sea rescue services within your area of responsibility as soon as practi¬ 
cable after arrival in TOKYO BAY. Coordinate operation of rescue facili¬ 
ties with air sea rescue group at IWO (CTG 94.11) trhou^x CotaMARIANAS 
and with air sea rescue unit OKINAWA (CTO 95.9.2) through Com5thFleet. 
Through ComGen FEAF coordinate with any rescue activities which may be 
established by h i m in TOKYO area. Direct communication between sub¬ 
ordinate commands charged with rescue control is authorized. 

Para. ISy 190119 assigns CW frequencies for distress and rescue control. 

24 CINCPAC ADV HQ to SUP CCMDR ALLIED POWERS Info CCMINCH. COM ttt.’rct 

COM 5TH FLEET. COMORPAC --- - 

Annex 5C Basic Outline Plan for BLACKLIST assigns to CINCPAC responsibility 
for "care and disposition of captured Japanese naval vessels equipment 
and supplies. Investigation care and disposition of occupied Japanese 
naval shore establishment". Corresponding Annex (Number 11) of CINCAFPAC 
Operation Instructions Number 4 not yet received. Request dispatch 
advice of text in connection these responsibilities in order that plans 
and preparations may be made. 

24 1505 SUPREME COMMANDER OF THE ALLIED POWERS to CINCBRITSPACFLT. COMGENCHINA . 

Info WARCOS. SACSEA. CINCPAC ADV HQ. CTG 111.2. CTF 111. ADMIRALTY 

BRITISH JOINT STAFF MISSION GEN GAIRDNER 

CX 6419 

By radio 22214SZ (not toall) CINCBRITPACFLT advises that British Chiefs 
fo Staff desire that HONGKONG surrender to Rear Admiral Harcourt conform¬ 
ing to timing required by Supreme Commander far the Allied Powers. 

Further requests information by urgent dispatch as to earliest date 
HONGKONG surrender should be effected. 

Para. In CEB- 5693 , 23rd, (not to all) ComGenCHINA informs Supreme 
Commander for the Allied Powers that Generalissimo Chiang Kai-Shek has 
agreed to delegate his authority for acceptance of surrender of Jjpanese 
forces in HONG KONG to a British Commander. Also that Generalissimo 
Chiang Kai-Shek will designate a Chinese and an American officer to 
participate in surrender acceptance. Further advises that Generalissimo 
has requested British to effect military coordination on operational 
matters connected with HONG KONG surrender with General Wedemeyer and 
the Chinese Board of Military Operations. Requests Supreme Commander fo 
Allied Powers to make appropriate arrangements. 

Para. Desire that necessary arrangements to accomplish surrender of 
Jap forces in HONG KONG to Rear Admiral Harcourt be made directly between 
Admiral Harcourt, General Wedemeyer and the Chinese Board of military 
Operations. Thesurrender date can be fixed for any day following that on 
which the instrument of surrender is accomplished, now scheduled for 31 
August. Further request that this office be kept informed and advised of 
date and horn* of acceptance of surrender. Para. This office will direct 
the Japanese to surrender the Japanese forces in HONGKONG to RAdm 
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24 0120 CINCPAC ADV HQ to COM3RDFLT 

Your 211415 desire anchorages be assigned to ships concerned as follows 
unless there are compelling reasons to contrary. F 68 KING GEORGE 5TH 
F 69 DUKE OF YORK F 70 SOUTH DAKOTA F 71 MISSOURI F 72 IWO F 85 
ANCON F 86 TETON. Other ships in anchorage F as desired avoiding 
assignment in battleship column to any types except battleships. Advise. 

24 0156 CINCPAC ADV HQ to CCMAIRPAC. COI3RDLFT Info OOMINCH. CTF 38. CTF 39. 

C0M7THFLT 

Nominate a carrier division consisting of 2 CV and 1 CVL for temporary- 
duty in 7th Fleet. 

25 0145 CINCPAC ADV HQ to CCMAIRPAC. C0M3RDFLT Info COMINCH. CTF 38. CTF 39 . 

COM 7th FLT. CCUCARDI7-5 

lly 240156. Since Basic Post War Plan contemplates maintenance 1 carrier 
division in Asiatic waters, duty may be of considerable duration. It 
is my present intention that division be commanded by Rear Admiral A C 
Davis ComCarDiv 5 with ships best prepared for extended service, 

24 1511 CINCAFPAC to WARCOS info CINCPAC ADVANCE. COMGENCHINA . 

cx 36421. 

COMGENCHINA CFBX 5404 dated 21, CINCPAC 210818 to COMINCH and my CX 
33830 dated 15th are references. This radiogram answer WX 50 one 81, 

19th and WX 53744, 24th. 

Para. The guiding consideration in the utilization of resources, 
particularly of amphibious shipping, for occupation operations along the 
CHINA COAST must be that 1st priority is given to the occupation of JAPAN 
to the fullest extent of the resources required* KOREA has 2nd priority. 

It MSN possible that after the occupation starts a delay may be permissible 
after the 1st Phase movements, however, the present time planning should 
be firm on sending the 2nd phase division, s with the possible exception of 

1 division in KOREA, which would give a total of 16 divisions in JAPAN and 

2 in KOREA with a possible availability of 1 division for another location 
as indicated in my CX 33830. CINCPAC representatives indicated that the 
heavy availability of amphibious shipping by the 30th of September would 
practically eliminate any problem of priority since at that time there woul 
be a 14 division lift available. On this basis and within the limit ation 
indicated in the 1st paragraph the concern of CINCAFPAC in his 210818 is 
generally concurred in. 

Para. Since conference with representatives of CINCPAC and COMGENCHINA 
information has been received that DARIEN is new occupied by Russians. It 
therefore appears that the marine contingent specified in CINCPAC 210818 
would be a sufficient participation of U.S. troops along the CHINA COAST. 
CINCAFPAC agrees to the relief oh 1 Div of the 5thPhibCorps from JAPAN 
about October 1. It will be replaced by 1 on the Philippine divisions if 
practicable or by 1 being redeployed. 

Para. The agreement indicated in para A of CFBX 5404 is believed to 
interrupt the deployment into JAPAN to give priority to a movement into 
CHINA until 15 phase 1 Divisions have been placed in JAPAN. 
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24 15H CINCAFPAC to WARCOS info CIHCPAC ADVANCE. CQMGENCHINA (Cont«d) . 

Para. Regarding repatriation of Japanese to the main islands of 
JAPAN, rate of increase and quota allocations to al1 commanders must 
necessarily be determined by this headquarters in the light of the 
overall situation in the Far East existent at the time involved. 

25 0608 SUPREME COMMANDER FOR THE ALLIED POWERS to CINCPAC ADV, COMGEN USASTAF. 

^GEN FSAF. COMGEN 8TH ARMY. ADV (OKINAWA). C0M3RDFLT info SAC SEA. COMGEN- 

CHINA (PASS TO GENERALISSIMO). CG 6TH ARMY. CG 10TH ARMY (PASS TO GEN 

CHAMKETS COMGEN XXIV CORPS. OOMPHIBSPAC. C0U5THFLT. COM7THFLT. GOC AUST 

MILFORSS. CG AFWESPAC. WARCOS . - 

CX 36535. 

Refer my Z529 too 210343, Z 531 too 210401, Z 532 too 210425 and CX 
3565 too 220645 stating requirements Supreme Commander for the Allied 
Powers for accepting surrender of JAPAN. Due to typhonic conditions all 
dates specified herein for operations on the 26 August and thereafter are 
postponed 46 hours. New Schedule: Movements of advance party by air and 
preli min ary naval movements on 28th; air movements in force and wa^al 
landings on 30th; Surrender ceremony on 2nd September; advance party 
landing KANOYA 3rd September; landing in force KANOYA 4th September. 

25 0907 CJNCPAC ADV to COMINCH Info CINCAFPAC. CINCPAC PEARL. COMGENPQA. OOMGENUS- 
ASTAF." 


In view of the termination of the war with JAPAN, early demobilization 
of Armed Forces and prospective post war developments of advanced bases 
in the Pacific Area it is recommended that JCS directive 823/5 dated 7 
October 1944 be revised and all logistic support for the strategic air 
forces be made a responsibility of appropriate Army agency. 

25 1101 CINCSWPA to CINCPAC ADV info WARCOS. C0M7THFLT . 

cx 36614. 

Concur in proposal for the transfer of responsibilities senior naval 
officer Southwest Pacific Area contained in C0U7THFLT 180140. Com Allied 
Naval Forces will terminate when Southern command area is transferred to 
British now scheduled for 2 September 45. This answers your 220703. 

25 1505 CINCAFPAC to CINCPAC/POA ADVANCE . 

The rate and timing of repatriating Japanese from any area must of 
necessity be determined by the Supreme Commander for the Allied Powers 
(Z 572) since determination will be governed by conditions existing in 
JAPAN after occupation thereof the urgency of Japanese repatriation from 
WAKE and M RCUS as incicated your 232217Z (GCT) must be governed accord¬ 
ingly. In any case it is deemed inadvisable to initiate repatriation action 
prior to 3 September. 


AUGUST (GCT) 
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25 1457 THE SUPREME COMMANDER FOR THE ALLIED PCWEBS to CGM3RDFLT (HALSEY) info 

CINCPAC ADVANCE HQ. 

CX 36686. 

Reference your 240219Z (GCT) it is not believed advisable for 3rdFlt 
to undertake any unilateral action re assistance and evacuation of prison¬ 
ers of War TOKYO BAY AREA. Action being taken by this headquarters to 
effect coordination in this matter. 

25 0210 CINCBFF to CTF 111 info CINCPAC ADV. ACNB LAND FORCE HQ MELBOURNE. ADV 
. LAND FORCE HQ MORATAI. GOC 1ST AUSTRALIAN ARMY LCE. NOIC NEW GUINEA. NOIC 

DARWIN. NOIC SYDNEY. RAFT RAD. GLORY. HART, SBNO MANUS. MANANG. CEF. FONAP 

ADMTY VA(Q)1 

At request of ACNB follcwing forces have been allocated to cooperate 
with Army Forces under direction of GOC 1st Australian Amy Group for taking 
surrender of RABAUL. 

Para. Subject to confirmation of requirement and to no unforseen 
commitments the same force will be available for OCEAN and NAURU. 

Para. Effective immediately, TG 111.5 composed of GLORY, CAPTAIN 
A.W. BUZZARD CTG, and 2 sloops selected from HART, ERNE, BLACK SWAN, 
AMETHYST. 

Para. HART report ships selected and name of senior officer to CINC 
info other addressees of this signal. 

25 0628 CTG 111.2 to CINCBPF info CTF 112. CTF 111. SACSEA. CINC El. CINCPAC ADV 

ADMIRALTY. JSM. SUPREME COMOB ALLIED POWERS. GENERAL GAIRDNER. CTG 111.3 

CTG 111.4. 


1. Intend to sail TG 111.2 to arrive off HONGKONG daylight 28 August. 

2. Endeavor will be made to bring Japanese Naval and Military represen¬ 
tatives on board on 29 August and to enter HONGKONG harbour as soon as 
arrangements have been made to preserve law and order. 

3. Final surrender to take place on 1st September subject to the sur¬ 
render to the Supreme Commander having been effected. 

4. Intend Task Group Follows minesweepers into harbour whilst carriers 
provide air cover. 


26 0901 CINCPAC ADVANCE to C0M7THFLT 

Your 250229. Contemplate use of ship with her Japanese crew and U.S. 
Prize crew. Do not desire recondition her. Can she make trip to WAKE or 
MARCUS and carry full load passengers from there to JAPAN. 

26 1409 SCAP to CINCPAC ADVANCE HQ . 

CREGO IOOI 6 . 

Treaty terms provide for disarming enemy forces your 252202. This si 
construed to include swords, pistols, dirks and so forth of Japanese Office¬ 
rs and men. At surrender ceremonies it is the policy to require Japanese 
Officers to attend without arms thus avoiding the tender of these weapons 
from the vanquished to the victors but as weapons they should form a 
component part of the disannament program. 


AUGUST (GCT) 
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26 0111 SCAP to CG 10TH ARMY. CG USASTAP. US MILITARY MISSION MOSCOW. WAR DEPT. 


CG AFWESPAC. JAPANESE IMPERIAL GENERAL HEADQUAI 

OG 8TH ARMY. CG FEAP. SOVIET HIGH COMMAND. 


S info CG 


tm 




In carrying out the provisions of paragraph 1, subpara (E), "General 
Order Number 1, Military and Naval", advance copy of which was handed your 
representative in MANILA 20 August 1945, it is desired that seniro Japanese 
Commanders and »U ground, sea, air, and auxiliary forces in certain areas 
formally surrender to designated representatives of the Commander in Chief, 
United States Army Forces, Pacific, subsequent to General surrender of 
Japanese Armed Forces at TOKYO, as follows: 

A* In the PHILIPPINE ISLANDS, to the Commanding General, United States 
Amy Forces Western Pacific, whose headquarters are at MANILA, at a time 
and place designated by him. (z-585). 

B. In the HYUKYUS, to the Commanding General, Tenth United States 
Amy, whose headquarters are at OKINAWA, at a time and place designated by 
him. 

C. In KOREA, south of 38-00 north latitude, to the Commanding General 
United States Army Forces in KOREA (Conmanding General 24th United States 
Corps), whose headquarters are at OKINAWA, soon move to KOREA, at a time 
and place designated by him. 

It is desired that the senior Japanese Commander in each of the above 
areas make contact with the above designated commander concerned by the 
most expeditious means for preliminary instructions providing for acco mpl ish 
ment of such surrenders on or immediately after 2 September 1945• 


26 0434 GHTKF STCNAL OFFICER GHQ AFPAC to CINCPAC ADV ATTN COMMODORE STONE . 


Memo 994. 

Representative of GHQ AFPAC (Lieutenant Colonel H. H. Schenck) will 
board USS MISSOURI in TOKYO BAY to install and operate VHF radio telephone 
and telegraph equipment and message center for CINCAFPAC. Request name 
of officer aboard MISSOURI that Colonel Schenck should contact. 

26 2008 WAR003 to CINCAFPAC info USASTAF. CINCPAC ADVANCE HQ . 

WARX 55352. 

Designation of COMGEH 10TH ARMY to act far CINCAFPAC in receipt of 
surrender in RYUKYUS per your CX 36856 is not understood here in view 
of the provisions of paragraph 1 D, General Order Number 1, transmitted 
to you in WARX 49961 of 15 August and quoated in your Z515 which direct 
Japanese in RYUKYUS to surrender to CINCPAC. Advise. 


AUGUST (GCT) 
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25 1555 COMINCH AMD CNO to CINCPAC ADVANCE info COM 12 & 13. CINCPAC PEARL HQ. 

COMCRUPAC. COMDESPAC. CINCLANT. CCMVESSEAFRON. CQMAIRLANT. COMAIRPAC. 

GOMBATRON 1 & 2. COMCRULANT. OOMDESLAMT. COM 11 . 

In connection with selection of ships far early return to t entative 
ultimate post-war disposition of following units under your command is 
furnished for planning purposes. Ships under construction or repair and 
ship>s in Larrt are not included. Refer MyDis 122358 for establishment 
reserve Fleets. Schedule of build up of reserve Fleets now in mail to 
you. 

1. Battleships Pacific Fleet. 

A. Active. INDIANA (BB 58). MASSACHUSETTS (BB 59). ALABAMA (BB 60) 

IWOA (BB 61). NEW JERSEY BB 62. MISSOURI (BB 63). Reserve Fleet. 

COLORADO (BB45). MARYLAND (BB 46). WEST VIRGINIA (BB 48). 

C. Decommission Pac West Coast. PENNSYLVANIA (BB38). 

2. Battleships Atlantic Fleet. 

A. Active. NORTH CAROLINA (BB 55). WASHINGTON (BB 56). SOUTH DAKOTA 
(BB 57). WISCONSIN (BB 64). 

B. Reserve Fleet. NEW MEXICO (BB 40) . IDAHO (BB 42). TENNESSEE (BB 
43). CALIFORNIA (BB 44). 

C. Decommission in Lant. ARKANSAS (BB 33). NEW YORK (BB 34). TEXAS 
(BB 35). NEVADA (BB 36). MISSISSIPPI (BB 41). 

3. Carriers PacFlt. 

A. Active. BOXER (CV 21). ANTIETAM (CV 36). SHANGRI LA (CV 

B. Reserve Fleet. ESSEX (CV 9). YORKTOWN (CV 10). INTREPID 
HILL (CV 17). BON HOMME RICHARD (CV 31). INDEPENDENCE (CVL 22). 

(CVL 24). COWPENS (CVL 25). SAN JACINTO (CVL 30). 

C. Decommission Pac West Coast. SARATOGA (CV 3). 

4. Carriers Lant Fit. 

B. Reserve Fleet. FRANKLIN (CV 13). RANDOLPH (CV 15). WASP 
HANCOCK (CV 19). BENNINGTON (CV 20) MONTEREY (CVL 26). LANGLEY 
CABOT (CVL 28). BATTAN (CVL 29). 

C. Decommission in Lant. RANGER (CV 4). ENTERPRISE (CV 6). 

5. Cruisers PacFlt. 

A. Active. BALTIMORE (CA 68). BOSTON (CA 69). QUINCY (CA 71). SAINT 
PAUL (CA 73). CHICAGO (CA 136). PASADENA (CL 65). SPRINGFIELD (CL 66) 
TOPEKA (CL 67). VICKSBURG (CL 86). DULUTH (CL 87). MIAMI (CL 89) ASTORIA 
(CL 90). OKLAHOMA CITY (CL 91). TUSCON (CL 98) AMSTERDAM (CL 101) WILKES 
BARRE (CL 103). ATLANTA (CL 104). DAYTON (CL 105). 

B. Reserve Fleet. PITTSBURGH (CA 72). SAN DIEGO (CL 53). SAN JUAN (CL 

54) . SANTA FE (CL 60) BIRMINGHAM (CL 62 ). MOBILE (CL 63 ). VINCENNES (CL 64 ) 
BILOXI (CL 80) OAKLAND (CL 95). FLINT (CL 97). 

6. Cruisers LantFlt. 

A. Active. ALASKA (CB 1). GUAM (CB 2). COLUMBIA (CL 56) CLEVELAND (CL 

55) MONTPELIER (CL 57) DENVER (CL 58). 

B. RESERVE FIEET. CHESTER (CA 27). NEW ORLEANS (CA 32) PORTLAND (CA 33) 
MINNEAPOLIS (CA 36) TUSCALOOSA (CA 37) SAN FRANCISCO (CA 38). WICHITA (CA 
45). NASHVILLE (CL 43). PHONH (CL 46 ). BOISE (CL 47). ST IOUIS (CL 49) 
LOUISVILLE (CA 28). 


38). 

(CV 11) 
BELLEAU WOO 


(CV 18) 
(CVL 27) 
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C. Decommission in Lant. DETROIT (CL 8). RICHMOND (CL 9). CONCORD 
(CL 1X3). TRENTON (CL 11). PENSACOLA (CA 24). SALT LAKE CITY (CA 25). 

7. Destroyers PacFlt. 

A. Active. DesRons ID, 60, 61, 62, 63 , 64 , 65 . 

B. Reserve Fleet. DesRons 21, 45, 46 less DD 552. 47 less DD 555. 

48, 51, 52, 53, 54, 55, 56 less DD 586 and 481 plus DD 578, 595, 596. 

C. Decommission in PacWest Coast. DD's 514, 552 , 481, 586, 639, 714. 

8. Destroyers Lant Fit. 

A. Active. DesRons 50, 57, 66 less D° 714. 

B. Reserve Fleet. DesRons 7, 12, 13, 14, 16, 19, 22, 23 less DD 514, 
24, 25. 

C. Decommission Lant. DesRons 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 31 DD 555. 


26 2220 COMNORPAC to CINCPAC ADV info COMSUBPAC. CINCPAC PEARL. COMSERVPAC. C01QNPAC. 

COMAIRPAC. COM3RDPHIBFOR, OOIQRDFLT. CTF»S 90.91.92.49 . 

Plan depart 30 and 31 August with forces present this area as indicated 
ny oporder 9-45 in mail today. Route through AMCHITKA pass via lat 49-H 
N long 17 3-00 E and point BUGLE rendezvousing with minesweepers 30 miles 
south point ARGOSY 0300Z(GCT) 6th September. Will FJEL 6th and 7th conduct 
minesweeping operations to clear channel eastern TSUGARU STRAIT to OMINATO 
anchorage 7th, and if completed enter OMINATO with Task Force 92 on 8th undei 
air cover provided by Task Force 49 operating vicinity route point CAZETTE. 

27 0711 C0M3RDFLT to CINCPAC ADVANCE info CINCAFPAC . 

Contacted Japanese Destroyer HATUZAKURA off 0-SHIMA 0800 this date 
carrying naval emissaries, pilots, and interpreters. 

Para. Took staff Captains Y. Takasaki of YOKOSUKA and I. Otani from 
naval headquarters TOKYO plus 2 interpreters on board MISSOURI. Received 
satisfactory preliminary information from naval emissaries and informed 
them of the time schedule and requirements of the occupation operations. 
Preliminary arrangements satisfactory and no untoward incidents* Mine- 
sweeping by element s of Task Force 31 commencing this date. 

Para. Intend SAN DIEGO and Destroyers anchor off YOKOSUKA 28 August 
if sweeping operations far American Aerial Mines satisfactory completed. 

CTF 31 obtains further complete information from Japanese naval emissaries 
tomorrow. 

Para. Further intend moving heavy ships into TOKYO BAY 29 August if 
minesweeping has progressed satisfactorily. H-Hour set for 1000 I(-9) 

1 Day 30 August. 

Para. Will establish liaison with Any advance party by air from 
COWPENS to ATSUGI after advance party arrives. 

Para. Arrangements incident to your arrival covered by separate 

dispatch. 
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27 2312 COMINCH AND CNO to CINCPAC ADV info CINCPAC PEARL. COMSOPAC . 

War Department agrees maintain token garrisons your 24Q205 AITUTAKI and 
PENRYHN pending completion State Department negotiations. 

28 0700 CINCBPF to CINCAFPAC info ADMIRALTY. CTF 111. SACSEA. CTF 37. 7A(Q). CINCEI. 

CINCPAC ADV. RAFT. CTG 111,2. CTG 111.3. 

After consultation with Major General Harrison of staff of SACSEA under¬ 
stand that your intention is that allied FOW and internees CHINA, FORMOSA 
and JAPAN will in the first place be taken by USN transportation to 
PHILIPPINES for rehabilitation prior to repatriation, and that CINC AFPAC 
accepts responsibility for receiving them there. 

Para. Propose that (A) CINC BRIT PAC FLT accepts responsibility for 
conveying all allied POW internees from HONGKONG to MANILA. ( BM SR ) SACSEA 
arrange in conjunction with the INDIA government for the repatriation of 
all INDIAN personnel from MANILA to INDIA. 

Para. If para 2 (A) is agreed intend to start this movement as soon 
as you can informrae that POW and internes can be received at MANILA. 

28 1225 SCAP to SACSEA(MOUNTBATTEN) CINCAMF(BLAMEY) info COMALF(MELBOURNE). WARGOS 

7JCS) CINCPAC ADVANCE. 

CX 10428. 

The Japanese Imperial government has been informed that:” The senior 
Japanese Commanders and all ground, sea, air and auxiliary forces within 
the ANDAMANS, NICOBARS, BURMA, THAILAND, FRENCH INDO-CHINA south of 16-00 
north latitude, MALAYA, BORNEO, NETHERLAND INDIES, NEW GUINEA, BISMARCKS, 
and the SOLOMONS, shall surrender to the Supreme Commander Allied Powers, 
south EAST ASIA command, and to the Commanding General, Australian Forces 
as later designated". 

Para. Exact breakdown of responsibility with the areas listed for the 
acceptance of Surrender of Japanese Armed Forces located therein, was to 
have been arranged between Mountbatten and the Australians. The Supreme 
Commander for the Allied Powers has charged with preparation of the details 
of execution based on the agreement made. 

Para. Since only a partial agreement has been reached covering but a 
portion of the areas listed and because timely preliminary arrangements must 
be made for and within the entire area, the Japanese Imperial Government is 
being informed that paragraph 1(C) of General Order Number 1 has been 
amended to read as follows: "(1). The Senior Japanese Commander and all 
ground, sea, air and auxiliary forces within the ANDAMANS, NICOBARS, BURMA, 
THAILAND, FRENCH INDO-CHINA SOUTH of 16-00 north latitude, MALAYA, SUMATRA, 
JAVA, LESSER SUNDAS (including BALI, LOMBOK and TIMOR), BOERCE, CERAM, AMBON 
KAI, AROE, TANIBAR and islands in the ARAFURA SEA, CELEBES, MAIMAHERA and 
DUTCH NSV GUINEA shall surrender to the Supreme Allied Commander, south 
east ASIA command." "(2). The Senior Japanese commanders and all ground, 
sea, air and auxiliary forces within BORNEO, BRITISH NEW GUINEA, the 
BISMARCKS and the SOLOMONS shall surrender to the Commander in Chief, 
Australian Military Force". 
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28 1233 SCAP to JAPANESE IMPERIAL GENERAL HG info CG 6TH ARMY. 8THARMY. 10TH ARMY . 

24TH CORPS. USASTAF. CINCPAC ADV. CQMGENCHINA( FUR GENERALISSIMO). GOC AUST¬ 

RALIAN MILITARY FORCES ('DELIVER TO GENERAL BLAMEY). CHIEF US MILITARY MIS¬ 
SION MOSCOW. SACSEA OfflUNTBATTEN)■ WARCOS (JCS). 

General Order Number 1, military and naval, is amended as follows: 

(Z 62?) para 1 delete subpara C of part 1 and substitute therefor the 
following 2 subparas; 

SubPara 1* "The senior Japanese commander and all ground, sea, air and 
auxiliary forces within the ADAMANS, NICOBARS, BURMA, THAILAND, FRENCH 
INDO-CHINA south of 16 degrees north latitude, MALAYA, SUMATRA, JAVA LESSEE 
SUNDAS (including BALI, LOMBOK, AND TIMOR), BOEROE, CERMA, AHBON, KAI, AROE, 
TANIMBAR, and islands in the ARAFURA SEA, CELEBES, HALMAHERAS, and DUTCH 
NEW GUINEA, all surrender to the Supreme Allied Commander, ASIA command"* 


SubPara 2. "The Senior Japanese Commander and all ground, sea, air and 
auxiliary forces within BORNEO, BRITISH NEW GUINEA, THE BISMARCKS and 
SOLOMONS, shall surrender to the Conmander in Chief, AUSTRALIAN Military 
Forces"* Para 2 from SubPara D part 1 delete "RYUKYUS"* Para 3 in SubPara 
E part 1 insert "RYUKYUS" preceding the phrase "and the Philippines". Para 
A in SubPara a of part 2 insert "Naval and" following the word "Land"* 

Para 5 in part 12 delete the 14th wort "Forces" and substitute thereto 
"Powers"* 

28 1553 CINCAFPAC to PRIM MINISTER AUSTRALIA. NEW ZEALAND. WARCOS. CINCPAC ADV. IBT 

ADMIN KANDY. 1ST AUST CORPS. SEAC. ALLIED LAND FORCES. ALLIED NAVAL FORCES. 

ALLIED AIR FORCES. 1ST AUSTARMY. LT GOVERNER NETHERLANDS INDIES (MELBOURNE) 


CX 10599. 


Following General Order Number 41, General Headquarters southwest Paci¬ 
fic Area dated 28 August 1945 is quoted for information and guidance: 

"Para 1. In accord with instructions from the U.S. JCS, effective 1200 
I (-9), 2 September 1945: 

A* The portion of the Southwest Pacific Area south of the following 
described boundary, except as noted below, is transferred to British Empire 
control: beginning on the coast of INDO-CHINA at 16-00 north; thence to 
intersect at 07-40 north 116-00 east the boundary between the Philippine 
Islands and British North Borneo; thence along the 1939 boundary line of the 
Philippines to 05-00 north 127-00 east; thence east to 05-00 north 130-00 
east; thence south to the equator; thence east to 140-00 east; thence to 
02-00 south 146-00 east; thence east to 02-20 south 159-00 east; thence 
south. 

B. The following comnands stated in general orders 1, 18 Aprill942, are 
abolished: (1) Allied Land Forces, SWPA. (2) Allied Naval Forces, $WPA. (3) 
Allied Air Forces, SWPA* 

C. All Australian, Netherlands east indies and New Zealand land, sea 
and air forces now under the control of the Commander in Chief SVPA, except 
as hereinafter indicated, will pass to British Empire control* 

Para* Pending availability of transportation to evacuate, of other 
action to dispose of, and in order to facilitate communications; bases, 
airfields and other installations now occupied, with personnel and supplied 
therein pertaining to the U.S., will remain under control of the Commander 
in Chief, United States Armed Forces, Pacific, far amy installations, 
supplies and personnel, and the commander in Chief, U.S* Pacific Fleet, for 
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naval Installations, supplies and personnel. The 2 last named commanders 
will negotiate directly with appropriate Australian and Netherlands East 
Indies agencies for the expeditious evacuation of areas so occupied. 

Para. Present coordinating control over logistic arrangements and 
present shipping services rendered by agencies of the SffPA will be passed 
progressively to agencies designated by the British Empire by direct nego- 
tation and in such a manner as to facilitate continuity of operational 
procedure where required and in the interest of good administration. 

Para. Elements of forces and personnel of the Allied Powers indicated 
in para 1 C above who are serving with U.S. forces or allied Headquarters 
north of the boundary described in para 1 A will remain temporarily on duty 
therein until orderly relief may be made without detriment to good operation* 
al procedure and administration. 

28 1823 CINCPAC ADV to SCAP info COMDO. COMSOPAC. CINCBPF . 

Your 281411. I have concurred in the occupation of OCEAN and NAURU 
by British Commonwealth farces under the direction of CINCBPF. It should 
be understood that such forces are subject to coordination by CINCPAC- 
CINCPOA since these islands are within the Pacific Ocean Areas. 

28 2353 ADMIRALTY to CTG 111.2 info CINCBFF. CINC EAST INDIES. (INTERCEPT) 


Part 1 ay 282359 REF am 130032 Aug am 130042 Aug 131957 Aug not to CTG 
111.2. 1. Following message from Gimson for Secretary of State for Colon¬ 
ies carred by messenger to MACAO and transmitted ty telegraph from H. M. 
Consul. "Most immediate. Have sufficient staff and complete SCIEMQA avail¬ 
able to set up Civil Adminstration immediately except patrol of new terri¬ 
tories. For a short period without outside ASSOC DFCTS AG GRUDO H JYES 
as officer administrating the government. Request immediate advice situa¬ 
tion at present quite. In NS QLTAL for incoming Allied commander to meet 
me immediately on arrival. Suggest landing at or near Stanlyr Camp". 2. 
Foilwing reply sent by Secretary of State for Colonies. "Your message has 
been repeated to Rear Admiral Oarcourt who has been empowered immediately 
on his arrival in HONGKONG to establish military administration by procl¬ 
amation. 


28 2359 ADMIRALTY to CTG 111.2 info CINCBPF. CINC EAST INDIES (INTERCEPT) . 

Part 2 final Admiralty 282359 prec part 2353* You should then at once 
comply fully with his instructions. In the meantime warmly approve your 
initiative and plans you have made". 3* You should convey Secretary of 
States message to Gimson in case he has not received reply via MACAO. 4* 
Both above messages have been repeated to Ambassador CHUNKING. 


29 0811 CINCPOA ADV to COMHAHSSAERON info CINCPAC PEARL . 

In view of the changed status of the war with JAPAN it is desired that 
you resubmit reconmendations for the reduction of forces within the Haw¬ 
aiian Sea Frontier. This to supersede your serial 0003 of 29 July giving 
consideration to recent directives affecting this bubject. 


AUGUST (GCT) 
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29 1431 CINCAFPAC to WAR DSPT. US MILITARY MISSION MOSCOW. CHUNGKING CHP 
CEYLON IBT ADMIN NET. US SOS SOWESPAC AREA (BRISBANE. DECOMAF 20 

COMGEN ID. 


From the Supreme Commander for the Allied Powers subject is occupation 
of the KANOYA AREA. (2 645) revised dates for these operations are as fol-^ 
lows: Advance party will land 3 September and main forces will land 4 Sept. 
1945. desire that Japanese ship beginning not later than 0600 hours, 3 
September 1945, take station to meet U.S. Naval forces at 20 miles, bearing 
270 degrees, from SATA-MISAKI, southern KYUSHU, and lead these forces into 
KAGOSHILA-WAN. 8 pilots with interpreters will be available on Japanese 
ship. These instructions supersede those contained in para 9 of document 
4 of "Requirements of the Supreme Commander for the Allied Powers presented 
to the Japanese representatives at Manila, Philippine Islands, 20 August t 
1945"• Acknowledge. 


01 0616 ACNB to SENIOR OFFICER, H.M.A. SQUADRON. ALL N.O.'S i/C, HMA. El. CPSF . 

SHIPS (MAJOR 7/AR VESSELS, 641B info CINC BPF VA (Q), CINC El, CINCPOA, M2NB . 

Effective 0300 GCT 2nd September that portion cf the SWPA south of 
the following line Indo China coast at 16-00N 116-00E thence along 
AOUTHER international treaty limits of Philippine Archipelago to 
05-00N 127-003 thence 05-00N 130-00E Equator 130-00E Equator 140-00E 
02-20S I46-OOE and 02-20S 159-OOE reverts to British and Australian 
control. 2. ACNB assumes naval responsibility for eastern portion 
of this area to SEAC for THSL western portion. 3« The boundary between 
SEAC and the Australian area is yet to be decided but for guidance the 
initial Australian responsibility will be for Borneo and to the eastwards, 
and the lesser areas to the eastwards of Jymbok. It is unlikely however 
that the Australian army will engage in any operations in Dutch New 
Guinea, Halmahera or Celebes (except Pinrane). 4- Until the control 
of Shihsang is relaxed the present boundaries and ship lines established 
for the control of shipping in the SWPA and adjacent commands remain 
effective. Chop line between areas referred to in para 2 above will be 
promulgated as required. FKVECAD all HMA ships under the control of 
CINC SWPA revert to the control of ACNB but are to continue their present 
assignments until directed otherwise by this authority. 6. Communication 
plan as in my 371 and 471. 
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01 0151 uIHCPAC ADV TO C0HS5RVPAC. CCvmiPOA.UOHAl. ^.CGF’TPAC INFO GO:TG^ITl TEN. CG 

--AFPOA.ISCOM PENA,PA. ISCOM IS oHIMA. CTU 99.3.5.CIHCPOA PSARL.CINCAFPAC. 

In order to aid in the alleviation of a critical backlog of shipping 
now awaiting discharge at OKINAWA the following action will be taken iraraedi- 
s ately: 

(A) ComGenPOA ComGenFIIFPac and Navy Type Commanders will postpone sliipment 
of all materials not required to establish the facilities prescribed in 
CU'JCPOA ^SAHL dispatch 162139 Hay (as augmented by CINCPAC ADV 100231 June) 
to arrive OKINAWA after 1 November 1945, or in the case of airfields be¬ 
coming operable after 1 November, materials will be shipped at a rate to 
correspond with operational dates. 

(B) ComGenPOA will postpone sliipment until after 1 Nov. 1945 of all materials 
not required to make Army installations (other than airfields) essentially 
operable by 1 November 1945* Nor airfields see (A). 

(C) Hut and prefab housing for all NCBs Army Engineer Aviation General Service 
and Construction Battalions and Regiments will be cancelled. Such troops 
will continue to use camp facilities initially Hnprovided. 

Recommended changes to current OKINAAA echelon schedules to implement this 
directive will be submitted by action addees by 7 Jyly. 

01 0500 COliHAMSEAFRON TO CINCPOA ADV . 

ReUrDis 191335 June recommend category defense reduction HAWAIIAN ISLANDS 
fron Fleet Opposed to Non Invasion and from Category Defense B to Category 
Defense A modified as follows: FTP 155 Chapter 5 Section 3 Para 31 A eliminate 
general measure number 5 and number 6 A B and C. 

02 0255 CINCPOA ADV TO CINCAFPAC INFO COM TIIBSPAC .CINCPOA PEARL .CG 6 THARMY,C0M5THF.LT 

CGMAIRPAC. CO 'SERVPAC. CGFMFP AC. CGPOA. CG iEN. C(A CiARIANAS. COM ARGILS, CCA fSC °AC . 

CorarhibsPac 190310 not to all or needed. Para. 

Following clarification of responsibility proposed. Para. 

ComFhibsPac and CG 6 th Army to be jointly charged with responsibility for 
planning embarkation of all OLYMPIC land based forces equipment and initial 
supplies whether loaded in assault or later echelons and whether to be under 
control of CINCAFPAC or CINCPAC at the objective. 

Representatives of aopropriate subordinate commanders can be made available 
to them when requested to assist in planning. 

In accordance with existing FOA policy ComPhibsPac to have overall re¬ 
sponsibility for loading the ships of the assault echelon conforming insofar 
as oossible to the desires of CG 6th Amy. 

' ComFhibsFac and CG 6th Army will include in their overall loading plans 
recommendations to CINCPAC and CINCAFPAC as to responsibility for loading 
all shipping exclusive of the assault echelon. 

Your concurrence or comment requested. 

02 0908 CINCPOAADV TO CINCAFPAC DIFO'CC- TEN.CSAiTCTDPAC(COHGENPO.A).CINCPOA PEARL. 

Your CX 2256 (DTG 010945). No objection to designation of 7th and 27th 
Divs in OKINAVJA as GHQ reserve for OLYMPIC provided that in the event both 
the 7th and 27th are committed in OLYMPIC another division arrives OKINAWA 
ftot later than 1 January 1946 to sup-x^rt garrison forces in emergency. 
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02 0913 CINCPAC ADV TO CIMCAFPAC INFO CINCPAC PEARL. C0MPHI35PAD. C0:i5THFLT. 


CINCPAC is equipping Port Director Units for OLYMPIC to be established 
as follows. 1 unit of 25 officers in vicinity of mouth of I1AN03E RIVER. 1 
unit oflO officers at YAMAKA’YA at Western Entrance of KAGOSHIMA WAN. 1 unit 
of 40 officers in vicinity of TAKUSA for naval base on eastern shore of 
KAGOSHIMA WAN. 1 unit of 25 officers in ARIAKE LAN at SHIBUSHI of FUKU3HIMA 
GAYIA (alternate location UCHINOURA /AN). 1 special unit of 20 officers for 

Army port at KAGOSHIMA CITY to perform such strictly naval functions as pilot¬ 
ing, assembly, routing, sailing and reporting of shipping and distribution 
of charts and hydrographic information. 

5 specially eouinned LCI will house these units until provision estab¬ 
lished for them ashore. These units include intra harbor voice and visual 
signalling equipment. Of these LCI 2 are being equipped at PEARL and 3 are 
presently at OKINAWA. 

Port Director personnel will be assembled at PEARL. Commanding officers 
these units on or before 1 August will be ordered report to ComPhibsPac for 
planning purposes. Other port director personnel will join their respective 
LCI in time to mount to objective with major forces. 

Complete Port Director Units will report to ComPhibsPac when required 
in time to accompany assault echelons and will later report to CG 6th Army 
along with other units of PhibsPac as outlined in CINCAFPAC operations instruc¬ 
tions No. 1. 

Request your comments or concurrence. 

04 1350 COPINCH & CKO TO CINCPAC ADV INFO CINCAFPAC . 

Ref WAR 25359 detailed information mentioned consists of JPS 703/1 a 
study of nroblem bearing no approval but which is being forwarded to you 
for information. In view of experimental nature these installations. Their 
doubtful effectiveness. The over-riding priorities necessary to their timely 
construction with consequent impact on other essential preparations for 
CORONET. And the difficulties of delivery, I am of the opinion that plans 
for this operation should not depend on the provision^ of artificial harbors 
unless they are an essential requisite for success. Request you consult 
• with CINCAFPAC on the matter and submit your views. 

03 0515 C0P3RDFLT TO CINCPAC BOTH INFO CTF 33 . 

Your 020152 intend carry out 10 July operation solely against enemy 
aircraft and air installations in accordance with carefully laid plans 
and elaborate briefing. On lo-l? July strikes vail undertake destruction 
enemy men of war TOKYO BAY Area with emphasis on NAGAT0 and destroyers. 

Nov/ tentatively planning destroy enemy men of war KURE—KOBE Area subsequent 
to 20 July replenishment. 

03 1353 CINCAFRAC TO CINCFOA PASSED BY CINCPOA 'EARL TO CINCPOA ADV. 

Ref CINCPAC-CINCAFPAC agreement' general principles of coordination of 
forces dated 16 May 1945 request 7th Air Force be transferred to command AFP.'.C 
effective 6 July. Info here indicates following units no-/ RYUKYUS: 494 Heavy 1 
Bomb Grp, 41 Medium Bomb Grp, 23 °hoto Recon Sq. with 319 Light Bomb Grp now 
displacing and 11 Heavy Bomb Grp loaded and ready to displace. In addition 
to above,^313, 413 and 507 Fighter Groups attached to 7th AF now installed. 
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1200 CGUSFCT TO CIHCPOA VIA EDO GUAi . 

CFB 243. 

Comments as requested, in radio 030335 concerning OSS project in KOREA 
follow. It is highly desirable that intelligence be obtained concerning 
Japanese activities in KOREA. This theater is undertaking a nroject to 
obtain intelligence and has started to train agents for overland penetration 
of KOREA from CHINA. Due to the inaccessibility of the target area it is 
estimated that the agents cannot be in position in KOREA for at least 2 months. 
In view of this delay, CHINA Theater lloks with favor on the subject project 
which, it is assumed, can be initiated immediately. 

Since the base area and the 2 radio listening stations will be outside 
this theater it is not considered desirable for ffhina Theater to sponsor the 
project. However, any intelligence which is obtained from this project will 
be of value to this headquarters. 

06 0553 C.TNCPGA ADV TO CO::GEHAAFPOA. DEPCO::20?H AF i:/F0 CINCAFPAC.CQIGENPOA.CTP 99. 

CTG 99.2 . 

CINCAF P AC 031353 request your comment and recommendation with particular 
reference to units of 20th AF now in RYUKYUS. As suae 0000 I (-9) 15 July is 
time of transfer. 

06 0554 CIHCPOA ADV TO CINCAFPAC INFO CINCPOA PEARL. 



Your 031353 first obtained from my PEARL HQ. Concur in transfer not 
later than 15 July, "/ill advise further after consultation with DepComEOthAF 
concerning units that command. 

06 0322 CINCPAC ADV TQ G0 Tf TT-TCTT ’"' T F ; CI’iCAFPAC. CCT7THPIT . 


CINCAFPAC 051221. Concur in use of destroyers for FORT BAYARD project 
until about 15 September when they must be withdrawn for OLYMPIC. 

07 1310 COPIMCH AMD CNO TO CIHCPOA ADV INFO CINCPOA PEARL. CINCAFPAC . 



The British Chiefs of Staff have arranged for the dispatch of 
2 assemblies of RAF airfield consitrucilon personnel and equipment to the 
Pacific for eventual preparation of VLR facilities in RYUKYUS. It is ray 
understanding that this construction force will be pooled with oxit cam and 
employed wherever needed until required for RAF needs late in 1945. 

The 1st convoy known as SHIELD FORCE consists of 8 shins (SAMJACK, 

SAMAFRIC, SAMSETTE, SAMUTA, SAMFSUGH, SAMKEY, SAMLAUD, SABRE) containing 
15,000 tons construction equipment and 1000 vehicles. The movement is under¬ 
way and ships will arrive canal zone in order named between 7 and 19 July. 
EMPRESS CF AUSTRALIA containing 3100 construction and administrative personnel 
arrives Canal Zone about 19 July. The 2nd convqy known as VACUUM FORCE com¬ 
posed of similar ships carao and Personnel is scheduled to sail from United 
Kingdom between 14 July "and 1 August. 

Air Marshal Lloyd who is familiar with all details of these assemblies 
is enroute GUAM for consultation. Following consultation with him request 
you: 

(A) Designate destination for SHIELD FORCE arrange routing and Provide 
such escorts as may- be required. 

(B) Submit, recommendation as to movement of VACUUM FORCE which can if 
necessary be held in United Kingdom. 

(C) Advise contemplated employment these forces. 
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08 0301 GINCPOA ADV TO CIMCAFPAC IX. COMTTIMLT.INFQ COLRgLSEAFMON. COi[PHIBSPAC. 
Q0l!7THrHI3F0R. ACO:.[PKIBSPAC. 


The following measures of reorganisation of units now in the 7thFli are 
proposed to be made at the times indicated in order to improve the support 
of OLYMPIC and subsequent o,aerations and facilitate Pacific Fleet administra¬ 
tion. Your comment or concurrence is requested* Turner and Barbey have con¬ 
curred* 

A* About 1 October Com7thFlt relieved from duties in SV.'PA and report to 
CINCPAC for duties in OLYMPIC. 

B. About 1 October ComPhilSeaFron report to CINCPAC for duty as a Fleet 
Task Force Commander under the operational control of CINCSYYFA in command 
of naval forces assigned for duty in Philippine Sea Frontier. 

C. On 15 August ComServFor 7th Fit change title to ComServRon 7. ServRon 7 
becomes unit of ServPac assigned to operational control of Com7thFlt 

. until 1 October and thereafter to operational control of ComPhilSeaFron 
to render service to all Fleet units in PHILIPPINES as required* 

D. Effective 15 August all naval shore facilities including naval air bases 
in : MILL FPIHES pass to command of ComPhilSeaFron. 

E. Effective 15 August eom7thRiibFor and staff detached 7thFlt report to 
ComPhibsPac and assuae status parallel to Com3rdPhibFor and Cam5thPhibFDr. 

F* Effective 15 August all units now in 7thFhibFor pass to command of Com¬ 
PhibsPac combatant units to be reallocated to meet current requirements 
including those of FhilSeaFron and other units to form a subordinate com¬ 
mand of the administrative command RiibsPac (with an organizational status 
parallel to that of the SubCom at GUAM) for the purpose of rendering 
service to all RiibsPac units in the PHILIPPINES. 

G. About 1 October ComAir7thFlt change title to Co’oAirFhilSeaFron. 

H* About 1 October Fairiiings 10 and 17 pass to operational control of Com¬ 
PhilSeaFron through ComAirFhilSeaFron. 

08 0540 CII'iCPOA ADV TO C 0 HG 3 JPQA. C 01 . 1 HA./SSAFR 0 IT INFO CaiDYCK . 

Submit by letter your detailed recommendations as to reductions in defense 
measures to conserve personnel and resources on the assumption that category 
of defense of Hawaiian Area remains as at present but degree of implementation 
becomes discretionary with CIIiCPOA, 

08 0802 CINCPAC ADV TO CINCAFPAC. C0M7THFLT INFO CINCPAC PEARL. COMAIEPAC. Ca.ISERVPAC. 

COMPHIBSPAC . 

CHICAFPAC 060319. Determination of organization of naval shore based units 
OLYMPIC and -naval base development planning are being handicapped by discrep¬ 
ancies between CINCAFPAC Operations Instruction No. 1 and the staff studies 
with regal’d to the location of the naval air base. CILCAF. aC and CINCPAC staff 
studies both shaved development of existing Japanese naval air base KANGYA for 
U.S. Naval Air Base. This arrangement had the advantage of proximity to Naval 
Base at TAKASU which will be the center of major naval activities and naval 
cargo discharge. 

If Naval Air Base Marine Air Bases and Marine Divisions operating areas 
are all to be west of KAGOSHIMA BAY it may be advisable to consider relocating 
Naval Base at KAGOSHIMA CITY and Arny port facilities at TAKASU thus shorten¬ 
ing overland supply lines for both services. 

Your early comment requested. 
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os 1059 cihcafpac to cr:c ;.c adv tlx 6ti ? :.ry. x~ "reimc. co:7t;i?lt . 

cx 2/4.062. 

Concur your 020913 relative Port Director Units for future operations. 

Request: 

1. Tliat in addition to Port Director Units listed in reference consideration 
be given to establishing units at MIYAZAKI, ISHAGAKI and KUSHIKINO to aid 
in the control and routing of shipping. 

2. That a.representative from Port Director's staff for SHIBU3HI, and for any 
of the localities requested above at which you agree to establish Port 
Director Units, confer with representatives of 6th Amy and AFMESPAC earli¬ 
est practicable date at headquarters oth Arny for coordination of operating 
procedures. 

3* Designations and strengths of all Port Director Units which will pass to 
6th Army control be furnished this headquarters in order that they nay 
be included in the troop list for the operation. 


09 0900 CINCPQA ADV TO CIHCAFi AC INFO C0H7TKFLT. COmiBSPAC. COHINCH & CMP . 

As many LSTs as possible are being allocated for OLYMPIC Operation. Any 
assigned especially for communications or other special purposes oust neces¬ 
sarily cause a corresponding reduction in assault lift. In view of need ex¬ 
pressed by you/ for LST C0M7THFLT is directed by this letter to make immedi¬ 
ately available to you for use as GHQ communication sliips 2 LST from those 
now jntaila assigned to his command and is further authorized to increase the 
number to 3 if you so require. He is also directed to send such assistance 
as is needed for structural alterations and installation of your signal cor.>- 
ijrunication equipment. LSTs will continue as units of Pacific Fleet. 

09 0057 CIHCAFFAC TO CII.'CPAC/CIIICPOA ADV IITPO MARCOS . 

cx 24142. 

The follaung refers to Joint Staff Study OLYMPIC, U.S. Pacific Fleet 
and POA, IS June 1945: The statement bottom of age 16 "V/hen the Commanding 
General Expeditionary Troops (ComC-en 6th Army) as suae s command of the ground 
forces established ashore he v/ill report to CHICAFPAC who then assumes command 
and responsibility for the campaign in JAPAN" is not concurred in. The re¬ 
sponsibilities of CIHCAFFAC are set forth in JCS 1331 / 3 , particularly para 
1B(1) "is charged with the primary responsibility of the conduct of the 
operation OLYMPIC including control, in case of e:d.gencies, of the actual 
amphibious assault through the appropriate naval commanders". I will accompany 
the troops and will exercise at all times the command responsibility directed, 
as quoted above, by the JCS. 

09 0901 CIHCPAC ADV TO C0H3RDFLT.CCH5THFLT.CCT7THFLT.CCUPHIBSPAC. CO: Ai:PAC.CO?ISSRVPAC 

CGFHF . AC IHFC CO? Till 4 OHO. lUCC.IS. CLICAPYtC. CG 6TH ATI. CTF 96. 

ClITCPOA HSARL. CTF 99. CCTSOrAC. CCMNQRPAC. COHC-EKPCA. CQH3:IDPHIBFCR. COHSTH 

FKIBFOR. qO'lTH! PHIB7QR. COIll IlAF'-’CA. COHGEH 5TH LIBCORPsT CGArimPAC . 

CO’Tr'JTSERVCO? :D7"FPAC . 

lyDis 300601. A rear admiral vri.ll be designated by CIHCPAC ADV as Coin- 
mandarrt TMval Operating Base. The Naval Operating Base will embrace all 
naval and Marine activities on KYUSHU as indicated in the following sub paras: 
(A) Lion 9 will be utilised to establish the Naval Operating Base facilities 
at TAKASU. 

(_B) The 2 Cubs to be designated should be ordered to report to CG 6th Army 
for further assignment. 

(1) L to 5thPhibCorms for employment during the amphibious phase in the 
vicinity of the mouth of the YANOSH -LIVER. 

- Continued - 
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09 0901 cikcpac adv to cciitD^r.sci^r^Lu’.G^'Vvii-'L'j.g:. - ;i :■:... .;c. sc via; as. sto(ccnt»d) 

(2) The other to XI Corps for employment during the amphibious phase in 
ARIAKE ./AN* Both cubs will pass to control of the commandant M03 on 
completion of the amphibious phase. 

(C) The shore based facilities of the PT operating base at YAHAKAWA KO will 
be under the Commandant NOB. The tenders and boats will be under opera¬ 
tional control of Cam7thFlt. 

(D) The Naval Air Base vail be commanded by a nav: .1 aviator who in turn will 
be under the Comdt NOB. CamAirPac requested to nominate the prospective 
commander KAMOYA Naval Air Base. 

(E) Tlie Marine Air Bases at CHI HAN TOJIMBARA and HATSUHAGA vn 11 be commanded 
by Marine aviators. During the complete assault phase while sup orting 

V PhibCorps the Marine .Air Base ccrananders tall be under the Marine Tacti¬ 
cal Air Commander at each field. Upon completion of the combat operations 
of V PhibCorps the Marine Air Bases will pass to control of the Comdt NOB. 
ComAirPac requested to nominate 3 Marine aviators for command of 3 Marine 
Airfields. 

(F) (1) The naval construction troops assigned to construct Marine airfields 

initially will be under the control of CG 6th Army* They will pass 
to the control ®f Comdt NOB upon completion of airfield construction. 

(2) The 4 NCBs with V PhibCorps will remin under the control ox the V 
PhibCorps until vdthdrawal from KYUSHU at which time they will be 
assigned to Comdt HOB. 

(3) All naval construction troops other than those mentioned in (l) and 
(2) above will be under the continuous control of the Comdt NOB. 

(H) The Marine AAA Groups will be under control CG 6th Army. For purposes of 
general administration of the naval service they will be under administra¬ 
tive control of the Comdt NOB. However Marinega ariri a nr administrative matters 
will remain under normal MarCorps channels. 

(I) The various naval communication activities will be assigned to the opera¬ 
tional control of the respective officers in charge but will be under 
Coradt NOB for type and administrative control. 

Geographical locations listed above are subject to changes which may arise 
from further studies. 

09 0907 CINCPOA AD7 TO CI1.CAFPAC COifKrHFLT INFO CO [BEIVPAC CINCPQA PEARL . 

ConServPac recommends that the location of the NOB be changed from vicinity 
TAKASU as proposed by CINCPQA serial 00050S1 IB June to a location on a level 
plain of the western side of KAGGSHU A ‘VAN just north of YA1.IAGA.7A KO. The fol¬ 
lowing advantages will be gained by a change of location: 

(a) Construction time on waterfront facilities vail be materially reduced since 
only 4,000 waterfront feet of sheet steel pile will be involved in lieu of 
25,400 ft. 

(B) Dredging operations will be reduced from 2,327,000 cu.yds* to approximately 
1,000,000 cu.yds. and the base can begin to function independent of dredging 
operations. 

(C) Pontoon requirements will be materially reduced. 

(D) Considerable ro d construction and improvement '/ill be eliminated due to 
flat area at the n e.i location. 

(E) Certain waterfront development is existing and can be utilized in lieu of 
complete new construction. 

(F) New location is adjacent to FT operating base and in the same general land 
area as all other naval activities except those at ARIAKE WAN with resultant 
possible consolidation of administrative control. 

(G) Anchorage and waterfront facilities will be in a more orotected location. 

(H) Naval airfields can be constructed as conveniently and rapidly as the ex¬ 
isting fields at KANOYA can be lengthened and brought to oroper grades 
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09 0907 CINCPOA ADV to CINCAF-AC.CC:7Ti:FLT. SEA GO' ' JEAVPAC.CJJLTAC KEAkL. (COKT'D) 

(I) Ample flat and usable area exists at the nevr location so that crowded 
conditions need not be the consideration for the establishment of both 
naval operating base and naval air facilities as might have proved existent 
at the former location. 

(j ) Since the construction time is limited to 120 days maximum, a new location 
which requires less construction effort appears to be more practicable and 
feasible from uhe standpoint of reduced dipping space required, possible re¬ 
duction in forces involved and the consolidation of all naval activities in 
1 general land area. 

The advantages to be gained in relocating the Ilaval Base and Naval Air 
facilities as recommended by ComServPac from a base development point of view- 
are such that this plan appears desirable. Acceptance of this plan will al¬ 
leviate discrepancies given in CINCPAC ADVANCE 030802. Request your views. 

10 0218 CINCiGA -ADV TO CINCAFPAC I! JO DEPCCN20TH A?. CmlGICH . 

Your CX 24152 (090215) is welcome because it ofens the way to an early 
solution of the problems concerned. The definite information new available 
as to the future organization of the Army Air Forces will facilitate this 
solution. I am in complete agreement that the system of coordination mpst 
facilitate placing the full force of all air power on any objective with 
minimum restriction as to targets. I believe that this can best be achieved 
along functional lines with little use of restrictive boundaries. Ly con¬ 
ferences with Gen. Giles indicate that he shares this belief. The coordina¬ 
tion of the operations of the 20th AF and of the aircraft under cy control 
has been achieved effectively by full exchange of information with maximum 
freedom of action as to targets. 

It will undoubtedly became necessary in the future for fleet units includ¬ 
ing carriers to attack targets in the INLAND SEA and to operate not onlv in 
the PHILIPPINE SEA west of the 135th Meridian but also in the EAST CHINA SEA 
later in the SEA OF JAPAN and possible also in the Y3LL0J SEA. I /oust retain 
complete freedom of action in such matters subject to the realities of the 
strategic and tactical situations as they develop. 

With reference to sub paragraphs A and C of your message you may be 
assured that the inferences x±tx which concern you are mistaken. I am opposed 
to any restrictions which delay or impede using any available weapon to 
damage the energy* The text concerned is art of a general concept and refers 
only briefly to the salient features of the operations planned. It does not 
cover the full use of forces against targets of opportunity and may require 
amplification in that respect. 

Gen. Giles has agreed to send Major General Kuter and I will send Rear 
Admiral Sherman to meet with your representative to clarify these :aatters at 
MANILA at any time convenient on or after 15 July. I consider representation 
from the headquarters Army Air Forces inadvisable because it would in turn 
necessitate re ore sent ation from the headquarters of Cominch. I believe that 
these 3 officers can very quickly evolve solutions which will be mutually 
agreeable to you to Spaatz and to me. 

10 0238 CINCFGA ADV TO COMAIRPAC INFO FA7 1, FAN 18 AIRPAC5PBC0MF0RD . 

Requirements for 4 Privateer squadrons for OLYMPIC approximately D plus 45 
to 60 should be met by reduct ons elsewhere in accordance with following tenta¬ 
tive deployment on 1 January 1946 by squadrons. 4 RATSBANE 3 OKINAWA 5 IW0 
and MARIANAS including ASH squadron 3 FhilSeaFron. Weather aircraft are 
included. Designation of specific squadrons can be deferred until late November, 
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10 0417 USALAC TO CCLGEH CHINA INFO CIVIC.-AG ADV.CCI AAF.CCEGEIAaF 14 . 

GX 24399. 

Reference is your GF3X 430. Concurrence in NORTH CHINA and KOREA opera¬ 
tions of RYUKYUS based FEAF aircraft. Operations will begin on or after 15 
July. Request 14th AF keep FEAF and AdVon FEAF informed of hostile situation 
and areas occupied by friendly forces in subject area and any other pertinent 
matters. PEIEENG will be excluded from bombing attacks except in case of 
military necessity as determined by this headquarters. FEAF will arrange for 
attack of targets in proposed area with 14th AF and will notify latter of 
missions orior to their dispatch and results thereof on completion of missions. 
FEAF will be authorised direct communication with 14th AF for the coordination 
of operations in KOREA and K0..TH CHINA, with your headquarters and this head¬ 
quarters as information addressees. Your comments or concurrence requested. 

10 °74S CIVIC PC'A ADV TC Ci.LGEF CHINA liFQ CC-T-Nl-IT. GIF 33. COPKAVCRP CHINA . 

A cruiser and destroyer task force lias been formed whose tasks will in¬ 
clude operations along the CHINA Coast. Request that you arrange to have 1 
of Miles officers familiar with CHINA situation with particular emphasis on 
coastal shipping and as many Chinese speaking interpreters as possible up to 
9 report to send.or naval officer at SAMAR for further transfer to join 
Rear Adiairal Law in U. S. ship GUAM. 

03 0335 Cli.’CPQA PEARL VO CINCAFFAC. CCHGVII CHS:A INFO 3IIJCI-CA ADV . 

Request your comment and recommendations concerning HAPKO project of 
the Office of Strategic Services transmitted to you by JCS memo of 18 June, 

n 0146 or:o:AC adv viv to c^c.ijdiv i6.ctf 99.clp3p.dfl? rvo cg hich.cincpac .-earl . 
CIFCAF. AC.GGFEAF.CTF32. CVF39. CTG30. 5. CTU32.1.2,30.9.4.CO: SEN CHUIA . 

My OpPlan 4-45 modified as follows: 

(1) Add to task organization: (N) Cruiser Taslc Force (TF 95) RAdra Low in 
GUAM (CEL), CruDivs 12 and 16. Desron 24 less 3ACIIE (DD 470) MULLANY(DD528) 
plus V/ILLARD KEITH (DD 775) J.C. OVENS (DD 776) MASSEY (DD 778). 

(2) Add in sub Tara 3(a) to tasks of 3rdFlt: Provide air cover for cruiser 
task force as practicable from units in the RYUKYUS area on request of CTF 95. 

(3) Add in subpara 3(b) to tables of RYUKYUS forces: Provide air cover 
for cruiser task force as practicable on request of CTF 95. 

(4) Add new subpara 3(N): Cruiser task force exercise control of the EAST 
CHINA SKA, interrupt enemy shipping along the CHINA Coast, mislead the eneny 
as to our next assault objective by conducting repeated sweeps in the EAST 
CHINA SEA. Make initial sweep from the vicinity of TUN YUNG TAO (26-22N 120-30 
E) nortinvard to about Lat 28-40 H. Be prepared to conduct further sweeps 
when ordered. CTF 95 request air cover as required direct from CTF 99 and 
from naval air commanders concerned. Keep CINCPAC C0M3RDFLT and all interested 
air and naval commands in RYUKYUS Area informed of movements. Base at OKINAWA. 

(5) Add to vara 4: Logistic support at OKINAiYA available from ComSertfDiv 
104 in HAMUL. 

11 0153 Cl 'PL AC ADV Ti CC .IV. X7 16 Info CIPC aC .1.4.1.0- -IPCP.C. .CRi .01712.00'DSSR0H24. 

CTG 99.1. CCl3RDFLT,CCVS'EilVRGN 10. CTF 32.C7F99.CG CHINA. CCP'GSN FEAF . 

Form TF 95 RAdm Law in GUAM conpceed of CruDiv lb CruDiv 12 DesRon 24 less 
BACHE (DD 470) MULLANY (DD 528) plus PTLLAcD NSITH (DD 775) J.C. CHENS (DD 776) 

1 ASL Y (DD 778). 7?hen RFS about 13 July TF 95 proceed from LEYTE to RYUKYU Area 
Upon completion fueling proceed to execute initial task assigned my 110146. 

Upon completion return to vicinity of 0V IF ANA. 

Arrange directly with CombervDiv 104 for logistic support. 
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Destinations recommended your 0904'+3 July acceptable except following. 

You show engineer saver plant maintenance detachment for SAIPAN in November 
whereas no such unit listed in CX 21533 and must mean engineer refrigeration 
maintenance detachment due in November for which no destination given. Of 4 
Engineer Dump Truck Companies listed in CX 21533 already accepted 2921 company 
for OKINAWA per your 142343 June leaving 1 each for OKINAWA, CAHTJ and SAIPAN 
altho you list 2 for SAIPAN. Likewise acceotable are destinations contained 
in your 100340 assuming 130 Engineer General Service Regiment to be the 1302 
for TINIAN and the 72 Finance Disbursing Section to be the 272 for TINIAN. 

NILES (CCUNAVC-RP CHINA) to CHICFOA AD7 . 

Ur 100743. 7/111 selected Chinese ">ersonnel fill your interpreter require¬ 
ments. 7,'e have no Americans vrith qualifications. Desire to set up direct radio 
contact between Task Forces and Hdqtrs ComKavGrp CHINA Eastern Command. Short 
title CCMNAVCHSC. Radio call T 39.‘ ConllavCHECKis located at KIENYANG EAST 
CHINA Lat 27-23 Long 113-03 and has direct onerational control of coastal 
intelligence nets frcn SHANGHAI to 5JATG./. Also operational control of 13000 
U.S. Navy trained guerrillas. I am now temporarily at KIENYANG in wide swing 
along coast available anywhere for conference. 7/hen do you want personnel. 
Suggest CHANGTING 25-45 116-23 as pick up field. 

CINCPAC ADV TO COMMON AC. COHilAV/SS.lFHON. CM 77ESSSAFRGN. CO AIRPAC. C0H3RDFLT. 

G02 f 5THFLT.CO/ISXNIPAC S?0 OQ/TINCH & CNO. CETCPOA EARL, OCiSUBFAC . 

' Cancel my OpPlan 2-45. CINCPAC 271215 March refers. (FIREBREAK Operation;. 

11 0332 CINCPAC ADV TO QGZJTAC INFO CINCPAC EARL. U0M3HDFLT. C0M5THPHIBFCR . 

Request CG FAF Pac prepare and keep up to date plans for capture of JAKE 
ISLAND by Narines supported by fast carrier task force. Assume enemy garrison 
now 2700 but deteriorating due to repeated attacks and lack of supplies. Keep 
CINCPAC advised your estimate troops required and units tentatively earmarked. 
Initial report desired as to earliest date considered feasible and troops 
contemplated for employment. 

09 0215 CINCAFi'AC TO CINCPAC ADV INFO NARCOS. 00KG3SAIR . 

cx 24152. 

The following refers to Joint Staff Study, U. S. PacFlt and POA, IS June 
1945. There are a number of differences in concents between certain sections 
of the above document and the Staff Study and Instructions of CUJCAFIAC re¬ 
lating to the employment and coorck.na.tion of air forces. Some of these have 
been subjects of conferences and correspondence between our staff officers, 
but definite conclusions have not been reached. On the last exchange, your 
representative indicated disagreement with certain features of air coordination 
suggested by this headquarters and indicated that an alternate scheme would 
be submitted. This scheme has not yet been received. My general concept is 
that a simple system of coordination which will permit the full force of all 
air ewrer to bear on any objective with minimum restriction as to targets is 
the correct system. Experience in the IHILIPEENES Campaign indicated that 2 
air forces could operate in the same area without interference providing each 
was informed that the other would be ^resent. The system that ?y representa- 
'■—/ tives have proposed follows this general line of thought. 
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A. Specifically, on page 7 of the document referred to above, there is a 
strong implication that you desire to impose restrictions on Arny Air Force 
operations against shipping. I consider that this restriction is unnecessary 
and undesirable. In the scheme of air coordination proposed by this head¬ 
quarters, the primary target for Army Air Forces in the RYUKYUS was indicated 
as the land areas, and of the Navy Air Force in the RYUKYUS the sea areas, 
each being free by coordination with each other to operate in the primary 
areas of the other. I do not agree that .Army Air Forces can not operate again, 
against shipping. 

B. On this same vage, you indicate that the Array Air Forces operating from 
the iiYUKfUS v/ould be subject to such measures of coordination as you find 
necessary for safety or operating effectiveness. There is a need for a 
closer understanding on this subject. I have already agreed that the assign¬ 
ment of areas of air, surface and suhnarine activities is your responsibility. 
It is expected, however, that this be coordinated with my headquarters hs has 
been the practice during the last year. As to the matter of traffic control, 
it is probable that this control can be handled locally between air force 
commanders in the RYUKYUS without imposing undue restrictions. Eventually 
the FEAF will be the predominating air force and the commander should have a 
voice in the coordination provisions prescribed. This natter should be clari¬ 
fied. 

C. On page 8, the action of the Arny Strategic Air Force is confined to 

the island of HONSHU. This is not believed to be in accordance with intentions. 
Conferences with representatives of the Strategic Air Force have already indi¬ 
cated the intent of placing its fuljfweight in the objective area for 10 days 
previous to the OLYMPIC assault. Moreover, there are targets along the MAN¬ 
CHURIAN mainland and selected targets in northern KYUSHU and SHIKOKU which 
are included within the anticipated objectives for the Strategic Air Force. 
These targets are prescribed by the Joint Chiefs of Staff, but early decisions 
as to coordinating provisions are necessary. 

D. On pages 17, 34, and 27 a plan is indicated to turn over a •'art of the 
Marine air forces operating in the objective area to the 7thFlt for the purpose 
of escort and protection of shipping to and from the objective area. This 
plan diverges somewhat from our agreement that Marine air operating in the 
objective area ’would be under the control of CINCAFPAC. Generally, it is be¬ 
lieved that this plan is meritorious. However, since it has not previously 
been explored in conference, it is believed that it should be further examined 
in its relationship to the general coordination of air in the objective area. 

E. Annexes 2 and 3 to Appendix B diverge free similar concepts of the employ¬ 
ment of air which has been favored by this headquarters. These matters should 
be adjusted at the earliest racticable date. 

Para. Since the above points have many ramifications, it is not believed 
that they can be settled satisfactorily by radio. Moreover, the Strategic Air 
Force has an important interest in the general air coordination. A conference 
at the earliest practicable date is suggested. MANILA is referred because 
detailed planning is now going on here, but if you prefer otherwise, we will 
conform. If this is agreeable to you, I will arrange to have the Army Air 
Forces, v/ashington, or the ..rmy Strategic Air Force, send representatives in 
order that final conclusions on these matters can be reached. For purposes 
of planning, I suggest that the conference be held about 20 July, 


11 2140 CC’ Fi J TC CGADVCNFAIF YNFC CIFOAP: AS.CITfC: OA.CaViAFr^CA.CGIO.CCMAF 5. COMAF 7 . 
AX 75775. 

1. Effective immediately upon transfer to FEAF of operational control of the 
7th AF and 20 AF units in the XYUFYUS you ’will direct the operations of these 
units to extend the sir offensive from bases within the HYUKYUS against KYUSHU, 
SHIKOKU gid HONSHU vest or 135-40 E to: _ Oonttouad . ' ' 





ll 2140 a ■ ; j t: go .vv,;- \ gy 3 ./ .j, i::c i,. 1 . (cont'D) 

(A) Neutralize and destroy hostile air forces wherever they may be found. 

(B) Destroy air installations, ground forces and defenses ' ILoJIND industrial 
and harbor installations. 

(C) Disrupt water lines of communication and close critical points on land 
lines of communication. 

2. Upon establishment of the 7th AF Hq in the RYUKYUS the CoaGen 7th AF ’..ill 
take over operational control of the 301 Fighter Wing. 

3. CG Aavon FEaF will immediately institute photographic .missions per instruc¬ 
tions given him by ComFnAF on 7 July and report to this headquarters when 

he is ready to strike. 

11 1425 CiNCAFPAC TO CINCPAC ADV INFO OOHAAF . 

CX 24144. 

Ur 0606l7. Relating to placing 1st HarAirWing under operational control of 
7thFlt to prepare for future operations is reference. Addendum 2 Allied Air 
Force Opns Instructions 96 refers only to those 1st MarAirWing units based 
in SOLOMONS. July 15th date for assumption of control of 1st MarAirWing -units 
in SOLOMONS by RAAF command was agreed to by ComGen 1st "'ar Airing in con¬ 
ference with air officer commanding RAAF command and ComAllied Air Forces. 
August 15 tentative date for release of units of 1st MarAirWing from opera¬ 
tions was recom tended by CoiaGenFHAW based on directives to his headquarters 
. for ^reparation for OLYMPIC, and consideration of tactical missions in the 
SOLOMONS. Remainder of 1st MarAirWing is operating under 13th AF in direct 
supoort of operations in MINDANAO and covering fleet units in LZMT3 'GULF. 

In vie;-; of above do you still desire the FNAW released immediately to the 
operational control of Com7thFlt to- ^rebare for future operations. 

11 2336 CINCPAC ADV TO CINCAFPAC INFO COMGSNFSAF.CTF 95. COHGEN CHINA . 

Ity 110146. To support initial sweep of TF 95 request heavy strikes on 
enemy air bases and other appropriate targets in SHANSIIAI Area and FORMOSA 
on date of sweep. CTF 95 advise Predicted date and confirm or correct when 
definite. 

12 0217 CINCIC A'V TO PC’INCH CMC INFO CTNC’AC I EARL IE! CON 20AF, . 

Ur 071310 and 111737. Ships of SHIELD and VACUUM forces may be sailed 
as scheduled. Upon arrival. PANAMA propose they be sailed independently and 
unescorted to SNITHTOK where they will remain until called forward to HXUKY&S 
in regular echelon convoys as required. There is at present a very heavy 
backlog of shipping at OKINAWA that vd.ll be gradually reduced. Selective un¬ 
loading is no:/ in effect .and vd.ll be for some time. It is expected but can 
not be assured that personnel with their equipment will be discharged fairly 
promptly. No special priority can be granted the British ships. They rill 
be integrated into the immediate requirements of the RYUKYUS as a whole. Repre¬ 
sentatives of CINCPOA British Admiralty and 20th AF are at present conferring 
on OKIN WA as to the .lost effective manner for handling such integration, './ill 
advise you of developments. Also see my 110334. 

12 0446 CINCPAC ADV TO COHIIICH . 

Reference mission of Capt Frankel CINCPAC approves of aerological plans 
submitted by Cant Orville and makes the fol3.ov.dng recommendations. (A) Estab¬ 
lish a duplex radio telety-e circuit between QUA'' and a station to be located a 
at I'HABAROVSK or hdntrs Soviet Far East Co:inand v.dth tentative transmission 
freoueneies from GUAM 7530 Kcs 1024-5 Kcs 17930 Kcs and transmission frequencies 
from KHABAROVSK 7350 Kcs 10200 Kcs 13030 Kcs. (B) Establish a simplex manual 
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circuit connecting a station to be located at 1TR0PAVL0VSK with the station 
at KHABAROVSK with frequencies to be designated by the Soviets. (C) Assemble 
the coamunic tion and serological material and personnel in the U. S. (D) In 
the event negotiations completed orior assembly material contained in recom¬ 
mendation (A) initial establishment of simple:: manual circuit connecting GUAM 
and KHABAROVSK recommended using GUAM transmitting frequencies. 

12 0728 CIbCPDA AD7 TO CINCAF ,.C • GO C,^CGFfAF,DCC::f?20.CG7THAF.CINClAC ITNiRL . 

Minutes of 21 June conference on signal (radio) intelligence plan are 
concurred in subject to following comments. 

A. Ilovement and establishment of radio intelligence units except where al¬ 
ready provided for in troop movement schedules and base development plans 
are contingent upon: 

1. Availability of necessary slipping space. 

2. Ability of those responsible for base development in each area con¬ 
cerned to provide the sites facilities and services required for 
operation and maintenance of these units. 

B. Circuit referred to in subpara IS B(l) as Array nulitplex circuit is the 
Strategic ir Force GUAM OKINAWA multiplex teletype circuit (using Navy 
supplied multiplex) 1 channel of which has been allocated by StratAirFor 
for RI use. 

C. Paras ID & 11. Do not concur in plan for 2 .\F direction finder stations 
on already crowded IvVO JBL4. 1 such station new operated there by Sth 
radio sqdn mobile. Consider it could be made to serve both FEAF and 20th 
AF. As alternative consider FEAF and 20th AF could arrange for similar 
dual use of StratAir POA station on GUAM. 

12 1000 CGUSFCT TO CGUSAFPAC.CGS.VPA. CGTBAF INFO CINCPAC aDV.CG14AF.CGADV3C1 1 FEAF . 

CF.-fC o95. 

This Headquarters concurs in priority of targets recommended in TopSec 
CAKX 15338 ref MANILA secret rdo 23484 please confirm last city named in 23484 
as it was barbled in transit. Ref your top sec CZ 24399 in view of status of 
P3IPXIJG as a Chinese National Shrine we must insist that any contemplated 
bombing attacks on this city be cleared thru China Theater. Further we desire 
to reemphasize the necessity for precision bombing of targets in any Chinese 
city. Area bombings of crowded Chinese cities in occupied areas of CHINA 
would result in more deaths and hardsiiip among friendly Chinese than, among 
Japs, 

11 2159 CGMQICn c: J1A V-0 .lb f A ADV . 

Army has not agreed to xny proposal that the existing arrangement at 
OKINAWA should be continued in effect. My modified proposal is contained in 
paragraphs 2 to 6 and enclosure of JCS 1406/2 which are quoted herewith for 
your information and comment. 

"Para 2. As stated in JCS 1406/1, CINCAF; AC and the Commander in Chief 
US Pacific Fleet (CIbCI .C) have made a Joint Logistic Plan fox- the GLYMMEC 
Operation in which have been integrated carefully.'' the matters of Priorities 
of base development, allocation of projects and the movement of sup .lies into 
the area, and have set up service forces fo • their implementation. CIKCPAC 
has been changed with the responsibility for base development on OKIN 1/A. This 
responsibility has caused him to allot much of the Naval Construction Engineer 
to Amy developments. Undoubtedly ..hen and if control of these .developments 
is passed to the Army ho will continue to allot as may be eracticable units 
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of these construction battalions to the meeting of Amy requirements. If 
this control of development of Afny facilities is to be transferred as recom¬ 
mended it is ray understanding that the control of the development of Array 
fields both for the Army Strategic Air Force and the Far Eastern Air Force 
•will be included in the transfer. 

"Para 3* Both during OLYMPIC and in the continuing future OK2JIA57A will be 
a primary naval base in control of a vital sea area and an air base. During 
OLYMPIC and perhaps for a short period thereafter important facilities and 
developments are required for use by the Army forces of invasion. 

"Para 4. As stated in JGS 1406/1 I am doubtful as to the wisdom of disturb¬ 
ing this agreed organization which is now at work and progressing well. How¬ 
ever if the Chief of Staff US Array has strong convictions that more effective 
progress in the prosecution of OLYMPIC will be effected by the transfer to 
CIMCAFPAC of the responsibility for the development of facilities considered 
essential for his operations end full control thereof including the logistics 
involved I acquiesce. This transfer of control to CIMCAFPAC to include full 
responsibility for and control of development of all Army installations and 
projects in the RYUKYUS (including those for the Army Strategic Air Force) 
movement of Array supplies into the area and such harbor and unloading facili¬ 
ties therefor as shall be mutually agreed to by the 2 commanders concerned. 
"Para 5. In view of the fact that the defense of the RYUKYUS is primarily 
integrated to the general naval defense of the sea areas of the Pacific 
Ocean Areas that the defense is primarily air and naval in nature and accord¬ 
ing to agreed plan is being implemented by preponderantly naval air and naval 
surface forces responsibility for the defense of the RYUKYUS should remain 
with the Commander in Chief, Pacific Ocean Areas (CHICPOA) as is the case 
v/ith every other position in the POA. Such Army forces as nay be required in 
the defense of the RYUKYUS from time to time should be assigned by CIIICAFPAC 
to the operational control of CINCPOA. 

"Para 6. Accordingly I propose dispatching the attached message (Enclosure 
follows. Message to the CinC US Army Forces Pacific and CinC of Pacific Fleet. 
Para 1. CIMCPAC in consultation with CIMCAFPAC rail arrange to transfer 
to the latter at the earliest practicable date and not later than 1 August 
responsibility for and control of all Array and Array Air Force (including 
Army Strategic Air Force) installations and development projects in the 
RYUKYUS the movement of Array troops and supplies into the area and such 
harbor and unloading facilities therefor as shall be mutu al ly agreed to 
between them. Control of al1 US Array forces located in the RYUKYUS includ¬ 
ing the 10th Amy will pass to CINCAFPAC except as indicated in the last 
paragraph below. 

Para 2. Similarly CIHCPAC will retain responsibility for and control of 
al ~1 naval and naval air installations and development projects in the 
RYUKYUS. The movement of naval forces and supplies into the area, and 
harbor and unloading facilities therefor as shall be mutually agreed to 
between them. Control of al 1 US naval forces in the RYUKYUS will be vest¬ 
ed in CIMCPAC. 

Para 3. The defense of the RYUKYUS Area and its military government -wall 
remain a responsibility of CIIICPOA in accordance with existing directives. 
For this purpose CIMCAFPAC vail assign to the operational control of 
CIMCPAC such US Amy Forces as may be required from time to time. End 
of [Enclosure)."" 

12 1015 CGU5FCT TO CIMCPAOC.TUCAF AC IMFC CGOCSCT. CGR0U3FCT, CG14AF RVARGOS . 

CFBX Preparation for FCRT BAYARD is subject. Your remarks and recom¬ 

mendations are requested on the following: 

A-CHIMA Theater's responsibilities in convey operation. _ _ 
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j —^ iso-xi* jo/Jr 

B-Naval harbor fad lit i es/requir ed at FORT BAYARD and availability thereof 
to CINCJfPAC reference including movement to FORT BAYARD. 

C-Nature and extent of command and- liaison required between forces of CINCPAC 
and CINCAFPAC and CHINA Theater involved in FORT BAYARD operation. If a 
conference is believed necessary on the above, let us know. 

12 1159 CINCAFPAC TO CINCPAC ADV DEPCOMAF 20 . 

CX 24942* JCS radiogram WX 29914 dated 10th approves plan PASTEL as amended* 
CINCAFPAC's detailed implementation plan requires final coordination prior 
to completion* Invitation extended deception representative your head¬ 
quarters to donference here 17th July with CHINA Theater and CINCAFPAC repre¬ 
sentatives for that purpose* Advise. 

11 2135 COIflNCH AND CNO TO CINCPOA ADV INFO C0M7THFLT . 

Submit by dispatch your cohcrete proposals for reorganization of naval 
forces SWP subject to following considerations* 

(A) Reorganization of Service Force 7thFlt should be accomplished earliest 
practicable and is not contingent upon departure of CootfthFlt for JAPAN, 

(B) Naval bases in the PHILIPPINES will pass to jurisdiction of flommander 
Philippine Sea Frontier* 

(C) Upon the reorganization of Service Force 7thFlt and establishment of 
Service Squadron 7, Commander US naval forces AUSTRALIA-NEW GUINEA will 
be established. This command will function under flontfthFlt until CINCSWPA 
relinquishes area responsibility to British at which time Comdr naval 
facilities will report to CINCPOA direct, 

(D) Concurrently with change in area responsibility or sooner if you so desire 
the ADMIRALTY ISLANDS should pass to CINCPOA furisdiction and representa¬ 
tions will be made to the JCS dependent upon your conments, 

(E) Maintain in PHILIPPINE Area naval force sufficient to contain Japanese 
force remaining in SINGAPORE Area* 

13 0731 MACARTHUR TO CINCPOA ADV. CG CHINA. OOUAAF INFO CTF 95 * 

(X 25198* 

CINCPOA ADV HQ 110153 giving composition of TF 95 and initial movements, 
110146 giving initial mission TF 95 and 112336 requesting strikes on enemy 
air bases and other appropriate targets are references* 

Comdr Allied Air Forces will: 

(1) Subject to concurrence ComGen CHINA Theater strike airfields and other 
appropriate targets with heaviest strikes within capabilities in the 
SHANGHAI area and FORMOSA on date of initial sweep of TF 95. 

(2) Inform CINCPOA ADV HQ and CTF 95 of strike intents earliest possible. 

Para* CINCPOA ADV HQ Requested to notify this Hdqtrs with info to AAF 

and ADV HQ FEAF OKINAWA date of intial sweep. 

Request concurrence CG CHINA Theater on strikes SHANGHAI area with info 
to above addees, 

13 0749 CINCPAC ADV TO COMINCH . 

Your 112159* I a® concerned at the degree to which the processes of 
reorganization and changes involved in any new conmand arrangements for 
OKINAWA will absorb effort and create confusion during the critical 3 and 
one half months remaining before the OLYMPIC assault* During this all too 
brief period a stupendous base development task is to be accomplished* The 
latest reports show that this task is well in hand. Construction is accelerat¬ 
ing and during the 1st 10 days of July approximately 350,000 tons of cargo 















13 0749 CINCPAC ADV TO COMINCH (CONTINUED) 

were unloaded* 

Coraaanting on the specific proposals of JCS 1406/2 I wish to point out 

that: 

(A) The assurance of paragraph 2 "He will continue to allot as may be 
practicable units of these construction battalions to the meeting of 
Army requirements" is undesirable* Actually, although 4 and 1/4 con¬ 
struction Bns are now working on Army airfields in order to get them 
activated promptly for tactical reasons, current plana call for gradually 
transferring these battalions to naval and to general island development* 
The excess of naval engineering effort over naval requirements will ap¬ 
proximate requirements of and should be used on projects of common neces¬ 
sity, and defense which will be naval responsibilities under JCS 1406/2* 

It would be better if no commitment were made on the JCS level concerning 
use of NCBs on Amy projects* 

(B) As of 7 July 27 and 1/2 NCBs were present of which 15 and 3/4 (including 
5 and 1/2 regular Bns, 6 Stevedore Bns, 2 Pontoon Bns and 1 Truck Bn) 
were on general island development, 3 on naval base construction, 4 and 1/2 
on naval and Marine airfields and 4 and 1/4 on Amy airfields* Of 32 
Amy En gi n eer Bns present 13 were assigned to general island development 
and 19 to Amy airfields* The category of "general island development" 
which includes work on roads, waterfront, water supply, fuel systems, 
cargo discharge and supply dumps and which new absorbs 28 and 3/4 out of 

59 and 1/2 Bns will decrease in relative priority* Many of the common 
projects can be allocated to either Amy or Navy* However to avoid im- 
peding the whole effort present engineering plans must remain virtually 
unchanged and the separation of service responsibilities must take place 
slowly and carefully. It will probably be necessary to continue super*- 
vision of common projects by ComGen 10 for a considerable period* Recom¬ 
ment addition to paragraph 3 of the directive of a sentence approximately 
as follows* "The Commanding General 10th Amy and his Headquarters and 
also the present Island Commander OKINAWA will continue to act for CINCPAC 
as at present in connection with defense and developments of common 
necessity until released under arrangements mutually agreeable to CINCAFPAC 
and CINCPAC". 

(C) I am in hearty agreement with paragraphs 3 and 5 of JCS 1406/2 as drafted 
by you. It is ny intention to use OKINAWA as a base not only for OLYMPIC 
and CORONET but also for extending control by the Pacific Fleet initially 
over the EAST CHINA SEA and as rapidly as possible over the YELHW SEA 

and the SEA OF JAPAN, The Naval Operating Base at OKINAWA is vital to the 
readiness of the fleet for effective support of OLYMPIC 


13 0751 CINCPAC ADV TO ooi^LNoH INFO C0if7THFLT.CINCAFPAC.COMFHILSEAFRON.CINCPAC FEARL 

flOMSEHVPACj 

Tour 112135 not to all addeea. Following recommendations are submitted* 

See ny 080301 and ComVthFlt 120014* 

(A) On 15 August ComServFor7thFlt change title to CooServRon 7* ServRon 7 be¬ 
come unit of SarvPac assigned to operational control of CcmtfthFlt to ren¬ 
der service to all fleet units in PHILIPPINES, 

(B) Effective 15 August establish Commander U S Naval Forces AUSTRALIA NEW 
GUINEA to function under Ccm7thFlt until CINCSWPA relinquishes area re¬ 
sponsibility to British at which time Comdr US Naval Forces AUSTRALIAJIEW 
GUINEA report to CINCPAC direct* 

(C) Effective 15 August pass to command of ComPhilSeaFran all naval shore 
facilities including Naval Air Bases in the PHILIPPINES and to ComNavFor 
AUSTRALIA-NEW GUINEA all US naval and naval air facilities in SWPA outside 
PHILIPPINES except MANUS. 
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(D) Effective cm or before establishment of NEW BRITISH command area transfer 
ADMIRALTY ISLANDS to the Pacific Ocean Areas* 

(E) Effective 15 August ContfthFhibFor with flagship and staff detached 7thFlt 
report to ComFhibsPac. Other units now in 7thFhibFar pass to command of 
ComFhibsPac bombatant units to be reallocated to meet current operational 
requirements and other units to forma subordinate c ommand of AdComPhibsPac 
to render service to all PhibsBac units in the FHIUPPINES, 

(F) 7/hen new British command area is formed all British naval forces remaining 
in Pacific Theater pass to command of CINC BPF* 

(G) On 1 October Com7thFlt pass to CcmFhiISeaFrcn operational control of Ail 
units then voider his command except those otherwise assigned by CINCPAC 
to meet OLYMPIC requirements* At this time Air7thFlt change n^m» to Air 
FhilSeaFron and pass to operational control ComFhilSeaFron* 

(H) On It 1 October ComFhilSeaFron report to CINCPAC for duty as a fleet task 
force commander voider the operational control of CINCSWPA in command of 
naval forces assigned by CINCPAC for duty within P HTT.TP PTNK Sea Frontier* 
These forces to be sufficient to contain Japanese naval forces in SINGAPORE 
Area* 

13 0851 CINCAFPAC TO CINCPAC ADV INFO C0M7THFLT. CG AFWESPAC .CG6THARMY. GGMSERVPAfl 

CINCPAC PEARL* 

Cl 25216. Cite your 090907. Location of Naval Base north of YAMAGAWA K0 

instead of at TAKASU concurred in. Amy plans no facilities in this area* 

This also answers your 080802Z* 


13 0901 CINCPAC ADV TO COMINCH & CNO INFO CC MAIRPAC.CINCPOA PEARL.C0M3RDFLT.C0M6 
CTF 38. DCNO* 


Concur in principle with your 091314 except consider 1 February and 1 No¬ 
vember 1946 to be more appropriate dates. To assist in planning the changeover 
in carrier air group complements the following recommendations are submitted: 

(A) Changeover to 36 VB CVLG's be made as soon as practicable* CVLG’s for 
CVL-U8 Class be 24 VF and 24 VBF* 

(B) No model distinction between VF and VBF and all single-seaters on any 1 
carrier to be same model. VF and VBF in CVBG's and CVG's to be about halt 
and hAlf* 

(C) Increase VF(P) in CVG’s from 2 to 4* 

(D) No change in night groups or units* 

(E) CVEG’s and MCVG’s 18 VBF and 12 VSB. 

(F) Standard and spotting CompRons 20 VF and 9 VSB as soon as practicable. 

ASM CompRons 12 VF and 15 VSB* 

Strongly recommend careful analysis VF requirements contained in above cooments 
before cutting back VF production* 


13 1033 RICHARDSON TO CINCPAC ADV. CG CFBC. 

rTS^-- 

Inasmuch as any downward revision of category of defense would release, 
for other use, Amy personnel in limited numbers only, disproportionate to 
the resulting loss of efficiency and security, it is recomnended that no c 
change be made in the present modification of category of defense B. This 
answers your radios 191335 June TQFLSETO DKE 2359 July also* 
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13 1309 CINCAFPAC TO CDJCPOA ADV. CG US ARMY STRAT AF (WASH) INFO WARGOS. CGFEAF. 

CG AAF 20. nEPCOM AAF 20 . 

Cl 25301. 

In view of WARCOS 30889 of 12th, not to all, conference proposed for this 
headquarters 20 July in our Cl 24785 for coordination of air operations is 
ncwr suggested for 1 August in order that General Spaatz CoinGen D.S. Army 
Strategic Air Force can be present. Action addees please concur or comment 
with info to all. 

13 13H CINCAFPAC TO CINCPAC ADV INFO COiAAF. 

CX 25302. 

Concur in your 120726 reference maintaining existing arrangements on 
operational control of FMAW and discussion of FMAW preparation for future 
operations at MANILA Conference. 

131320 RUNNER TO OOHSUBPAC (PASSED TO CINCPAC ADV FOR INFO) . 

RUNNER 3rd. More info area between 39-11 and 39-20. Made zig zag search 
up coast passing within 1 mile of 1 SAKE, 0 SAKI, SANGAN SHIMA and uHAKO SAKE. 
Also east west searches on Lat lines 39-10, 14 and 18. Tanker and escorts 
seen hugging beach. Anti submarine vessels traversed area freely. Gear 
working perfectly. Consider this survey shows definite absence of defensive 
minefields offshore this area. 10 days practice has made evaluation of con¬ 
tacts less difficult. Resurveyed vicinity of 36-37 140-50 today approaching 
from direction of shore. This revealed that the vicinity is definitely dear. 
Complete report on southern AHWESLQQQJNDW . WX 08001, 65775, 2 AUC 23 IVPP 
O&TRA 36-40N 141-20E. 

09 1442 COMGEN AIR TO CG FEAF INFO CGAAFPOA (BOfH HQ) . 

WARX 29026. 

Administration of Air Force units in HAWAIIAN AREA is subject. Do not 
think the creation of another numbered Air Force for this purpose is desirable 
at this time ReURad CX 23168 dated 4 July 1945. 1 possibility is by the 5th 
and 13th AF absorbing the combat units and service elements of the 7th AF 
and using the Hdqtrs 7th AF to administer the Any air units not in FEAF 
and proposed USASTAF in the HAWAIIAN AreA, This plan is now within the capa¬ 
bilities of the theater and appears to be the simplest solution. Toig&lana 
and comments desired. 

10 0450 CG AAFFOA TO CG FEAF INFO CG AIR . 

5058. 

In furtherance of the proposal which I discussed with you and General 
Mac Arthur in MANILA regarding the establishment of a numbered air force in 
HAWAII I have dispatched a message to Gen Richardson with info copies to you 
and General Arnold (see ny 101027 July). This message contained the proposal 
an which I intended to request Admiral Nimitz concurrence of July 11th and 
on which Gen. Richardson might comment. In view of the info contained in 
WARX 29026, date time group 091442 July, addressed to you, I feel that I 
must now suspend any presentation of the numbered Air Force proposal to 
Admiral Nimitz* The 7th AF is now yours. General Arnold's message appears 
to concur in the basic idea of establishing a numbered Air Force in HAWAII. 
Difficulty arises only in the designation of a numbered Air Force Hdqtrs to 
do the job. I will be very much interested in receiving a copy of your reply 
to General Arnold. 
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12 2019 WARCOS TO CINCAFPAC INFO CG USAFMIDPAC. DEPCQMAF20 (PASSED TO CIMCPOA ADV) . 

n L p(SSSe.«i t>M I 3 I “tT M I 

WARX 30889* 

Conference proposes for 20 July in Manila, reference your CX 24152 and 
CX 24785, at which United States Strategic Air Force in Pacific should be 
represented, is subject* 

Para. In view of the importance of the United States Army Strategic 
• Air Forces to be established as in WARX 30438, CcmGenAir is very desirous 
of having General Spaatz represent him personally at the conference in 
Manila. 

Para. Since General Spaatz can not be present in Manila until 1 August 
would it materially interfere with your planning to postpone the conference 
from 20 July to 1 August. 


12 2215 CCMCEBNFEAF SGD KENNEY to COMGENAAFPOA . 

A 75933. 

Reference your Top Secret message 5053 10th: Following is message sent 
General Arnold under date of 11th July: 

"Reference your WX 29026 9th recommend administration of Air Force 
units in Hawaii ty the 7th Filter Wing new there, this wing slightly 
augmented is capable of handling the Any Air part of the defense for that 
Area* This augmentation can be taken from 1 of the fighter wings new set 
up on the redeployment schedule. 7th Air Force, augmented by redeployed 
units, plays an essential part in the plans for both OLYMPIC and CORONET. 

If this headquarters is abolished or detached it will be necessary to create 
another headquarters of similar size to handle the air units assigned to 
the successive areas and missions now set up for the 7th Air Force." 

12 0014 cnM7THFTJBT to (J INC AFP AC info ADCCMPHIBSPAC^ CTF 72. CTF 76. CINCPAC ,ADY 

HQ. COMPHIBSPAC . 

The following comments on Cincpoa ADV 080301 are based upon certain 
assumptions which have not been discussed in the proposed reorganization 
of units now in the 7th Fleet. Prior to separation from SWPA provision 
should be made regarding the duties of Com7thFleet as CANF. 

2. Provision should be made for control of naval bases in MANUS, NEW 
GUINEA and AUSTRALIA and a command designated to be responsible for their 
roll up. 

3. Provision should be made for the operational control of submarines 
SWPA. Subject to the above. Concur with A B C E F G and H . Also concur 
in principle with D except that date of transfer should be not before 1 
September and preferable later. New subject. It is suggested that 
unnecessary reorganization can be avoided, with the last possibility of 
confusion during the critical period of mounting our forces for the OLYMPIC 
operation, if the transfer of naval shore facilities from control of 
ComServ 7th Fleet to Com PSF is delayed until after 1 October. Exact date 
to be determined later. On that date Com 7th Fleet reports to Cincpac 

for duties in OLYMPIC and CPSF will have control of naval shore facilities 
throu^i ComSeron 7. 

13 1941 WARCOS to CINCAFPAC info CGUSAFMIDPAC. DEPCOMAF 20. COMINCH PASSED TO 

CINCPOA ADV. ~~ 
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13 2105 C0M3HDFLT to CTF 37. CTF 38. COMBATRON 2. COtBATD-LV 7 info COMINCH. CINCPAC 
BOTH HQ. COMSUBPAC. ALL FLAG OFFICERS 3RD FLT. CTF 93. COMFEAF. COM MARIANAS. 
COMF HAVING IB. cOMCBN 2I^T BOMBUM . 

This is annex A-l to my Op-Plan 9-45* Movement and attack schedule 
subsequent to 21 July. See ny 261227 June. 

Para. Completion replenishment at 1600 21 July Task Force 38 proceed 
via direct route to point click to arrive 1200 23 July. Thence proceed 
to launching position vicinity lat. 31-30 Long 135-00 to arrive 0430 24 
July. Conduct sustained strikes against combatant naval strength KURE, 
sweep mIHO, strike air and air installations KURE-KOBE area. At dusk 
commence diversion retirement toward OKINAWA then proceed to launching 
position vicinity lat. 32-00 Long 136-10 to arrive 0430 25 July. Make 
ststained strikes against naval combatant strength KURE-KOBE area, sweep 
aiAIZURU, strike air and air installations KOBE-NAGOYA area. At dusk 
proceed to fueling rendezvous Lat 28-00 Long 138-00 to arrive 0700 26 
July. 

Para. Fuel and replenish until 1200 July when proceed to launching 
position vicinity Lat 33-00 Long 138-30 to arrive 0400 28 July strike air 
and air installations in TOKYO-NAGOYA area. At dusk retire to southward 
until time to arrive launching position vicinity Lat 33-30 long 138-30 at 
0400 30 July. Continue strikes as for 28 July. 

P Para. Task Unit 34*8.1 be prepared bombard HAMAMATSU area of HONSHU 
at about 2300 28 July or about 1200 30 July as specifically directed later 
rejoining Task Force 38 on completion. Ammo allowance 30 rounds 8 and 16 
inch HC per gun. CTF 38 provide night fighters or CAP for Task Unit 34*8.1 
as required. 

Para. Completion strikes 30 July Task Force 38 proceed to fueling 
rendezvous Lat* 28-00 Long 138-00 to arrive 1200 31 July. 

Para. Comfuel 1200 1 August Task Force 38 proceed to launching position 
vicinity Lat. 31-40 133-30 to arrive 0430 2 August. Conduct sustained 
strikes against shipping SASEBO, sweep FUSAN shipping, strike air and air 
installations northern KIUSHU-KURE area. At dusk proceed via Lat. 27-55 
Long 137-40 and Lat. 28-35 Long. 142-45 to fueling rendezvous Lat. 33v30 
Long 147-00 to arrive 0500 5 August. 

Para. Compfuel 5 August proceed via point CHASM to launching point 
vicinity point LI FE o r via points CHARM and SCIENCE to launching point 
vicinity point CAZETTE as later directed accordance later instructions 
launch air strikes against air and air installations in TOKYO PLAINS area 
vicinity LIFE or against same targets north HON SHU—HOKKAI BO from vicinity 
GAZETTE commencing dawn 7 August. Retire east at suck and return at dawn 
to continue strikes from same position on 8 August. 

Para. Task Unit 34.8.2 be prepared bombard HONSHU or HOKKAIDO targets 
on 7 or 8 August as later directed. CTF 38 furnish CAP for Task Unit 
34*8.2 as required. 

Para. Task Force 37 be prepared operate in conjunction with Task Farce 
38 in accordance this schedule as practicable. Also be prepared for separate 
operations on north H0NSHU-H0KKA1D0 targets during this period. Movement and 
attack schedule for Task Force 37 by separate annex later. 

Para. Present intention return Task Forces to bases upon completion 

of strikes 8 August. 

Para. All of above schedule subject to change due to weather and 
tactical developments. 

Para. All positions north and east and times I (-9)* 
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13 2145 


14 0255 


14 0256 


14 0901 


C0M3RDFLT TO CINCPAC ADV INFO GG21BCliC0M.COMMARIAMAS.CTG99.2. C&10 .GOMAIR TWO. 
CCTffSAF.CTF93.CTF38.CTF37.ALL TGC TF 38 . 

Request you institute following coordination plan connection Annex A1 my 
OpPlan 9-45• My 132105• Throughout period ccricemed continuation ma-Hrmim 
practicable effort of air forces against the Qnpire, Specifically request fol¬ 
lowing: By OKINAWA Air, On 24 & 25 July maximum effort KYUSHU fields striking 
fields northern KYUSHU all possible. 28 July strike northern KYUSHU and 
sweep KURE area fields. Repeat on 30 July major concentration on KURE area. 

1 August maximum effort northern KYUSHU fields. 2 August southern KYUSHU 
fields. 

By Task Force 93: On 24 & 25 July maximum effort NAGOYA area airfields. 

28 and 30 July maximum effort KOBE Area airfields. 1 August and 2 August 
maximum effort KOBE-nAGOYA airfields. 

21 BomCom: Continuation basic strategic plan best request following ex¬ 
ceptions if at varianae with such plan. 24-25 July attack air facilities 
TOKYO PLAINS area. 1 or 2 August TOKYO-NAGOYA area air facilities. 

In setting up coordination request strikes on the areas assigned to 
OKINAWA and IWO air be by groups staggered throughout the days in question 
to keep enemy air constantly occupied and thus reduce air retaliation potential 
Unforeseen delays may preclude adhering exactly to schedule in which case 
CINCPAC is requested if practicable to adjust coordination accordingly to 
accomplish the effect herein outlined. 

• 

CINCPAC ADV TO CINCAFPAC . 

planning staff have been giving considerable attention to compliance 
JCS WARX 17064 (142307 June). It would be extremely helpful if 1 or more of 
your planners could visit GUAM about 20 July for a brief conference concern¬ 
ing occupation plans and incidentally orient ay planners connection your 
CORONET concepts as they now stand. 

CINCPAC ADV TO CINCAFPAC INFOOCMINCH. CG USASTAF. DEPCOM USASTAF . 

Your 131309. Delay until 1 August of conference concerning air coordina¬ 
tion OLYMPIC first requested by your dispatch CX 24152 of 9 July is agreeable 
to me. Request information as to whether you new propose a conference on 
the staff level between planning representatives of CINCAFPAC , CINCPAC and 
COMGEN USASTAF or a conference between the Commanders themselves* 

CINCPQA ADV TO CINCAFPAC.DEPCCM20.CTF93 Info CCPSAF.CINCPOA PEARL.CCM3RDFLT 

CTF 38. CTF 37. 

132145. Will appreciate your cooperation in coordinated air strikes at 
places and times desired by Com3rdFlt 132145 insofar as practicable •■■part: 
Request you inform this Hq and info addees of your intent and firm plans. 
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14 2133 CCMGENFMFPAC to CINCPAC ADV HQ info CINCPAC PEARL HQ. COM 3RD. FLEET. 

COM 5TH FHIBFOR. COMGEN SERVCOMD FMFPAC. COMGEN 5THPHIBCQRPS. COMGEN 
4TH MARDIV . 

Consider 1 MarDiv (reinf) less 1 inf regfc as ground force required to 
accomplish your 110332. 4th MarDiv nominated. Earliest date to commence 
mounting from MAUI 15 September with target date pending on rehearsal 
requirements naval forces to be employed. Reinforcing units nominated and 
present location as follows: 5th and 10th Ambracs bns. MAUI. 1 Co 1st 
Armd Amp* Bn. SAIPAN. 4th Amp* Trk Co and 1 Prov Amph Trk Co. MAUI. 

1 bomb disposal plat. GUAM. VMO-4. MAUI. 1st rocket det. MAUI. 1 
Prov heavy mortar Co. MAUI. 43rd NCB. MAUI. This will require following 
substitutions be made for units now scheduled for employment with VAC. 

4th and 9th Aratrac Bns at GUAM substituted for 5th and 10th Amtrac Bns. 

1 NCB to be assigned to 2nd MarDiv at SAIPAN to be substituted for 43rd 
NCB. Early approval desired above tentative troop list in order that 
changes indicated in unit assignments to VAC may be effected at earliest 
practicable date. Contemplated that no garrison forces are provided from 
above assault force. 

15 0728 CINCPAC AD7 to C0M3RDFLEET info CTF 38 . 

Insure that CTF 38 Op-Order 2-45 modified to conform with objectives 
your 030515 and my 112335 to the end that eneuy combatant vessels re ma i n i ng 
TOKYO BAY are destroyed. 

15 0720 CINCFOA ADV HQ to CINCAFPAC info COMINCH . 

NTMTTZ TO MACARTHUR INFO KING . 

It is not quite 2 ninths since our conference in MANILA at which we 

SiSFSSktisLS 0 ^ 

both sides, were to serve as the basis for our preparations for OLYMPIC 
in the limited time available. Pursuant to those understandings I have 
released to you an the major combat elements of the Army then under my 
control except the headquarters IQth Army, headquarters 24th Corps, the 
7th and the 2?th Infantry Divisions and various attached units all of 
which are still engaged in mopping up operations on OKINAWA but all of 
which are by agreement or by accepted plans available to you for OLYMPIC 
or CORONET as you desire. 

Para. It is true that relatively few service troops have been released 
to you but that is because as was well known the^e existed in the Pacific 
Ocean Areas a shortage of Army Service Troops for Army purposes which has 
been partly but only partly alleviated by the use of naval personnel to 
fill Army deficiencies. 

Para. My 080301 July asked your comment or concurrence on matters 
which pertained to the internal organization or the 7th Fleet and speci- 
cally left under your operational control the naval forces assigned to 
your area. Similar reorganizations have been made within the Arny forces 
in the Pacific Ocean Areas without reference to me. 

Para. I will be glad to confer with you again in connection with these 
problems at any time that you can arrange to be ny guest at Guam for that 
purpose. Current operations will require ny presence here for a considerable 

period. 
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12 1145 CGUSFCT to WARCOS Info CCREUSFCT. CGSUSCT. CGUSFIET. CINCPAC. ClaCAFFAC. 
CUMGifliAATFOA. 


FBX 717. 

1* Utilization of FORT BAYARD is subject. Reference Urad WARX 22283, 

WARX 25857 and WARX 2772 (last 2 radios were not sent to all and are 
not required to understand this radio). China theater has completed 
the study of materiel and personnel resources required by CHINA theater 
for this project and available to CHINA theater and INDIA BURMA theater. 

2. The results of this study are as follows: A. FORT BAYARD will be used 
by CHINA theater as an auxiliary temporary supply base with an air and 
auxiliary ground line of communication forward to support CARBONADO 
modified. Target date for 2nd report area is 15 August 1945. B. The 
capacity of the port area is to be 5 liberty ships or their equivalent 
per month. C. Type cargo delivered forward initially will be primarily 
drummed oil. D. Personnel requirements in FORT BAYARD area estimated 
as 4300 of which CHINA theater can supply 506, INDIA BURMA theater can 
supply the equivalent of 3147. The shortage is 647 made up of 1 
military police company to and E 15-37 less 1 traffic platoon, strength 
124; Quartermaster petroleum supply company to and E 1£K377 less 1 
operating platoon, strength 108; Ordnance mam company to and E 9-127, 
strength 116; 1 Quartermaster based depot company to and E 10-367, 
strength 76 and 1 port company to and E 50-177, and 1 Headquarters and 
Headquarters detachment port battalion to and E 55-116. CHINA theater 
is prepared to accept the cost of transporting personnel plus certain 
equipment from INDIA BURMA theater to CHINA theater and to improvise 
initially to cover the above shortages. However, CHINA theater must 
request that the most expeditious action be taken to meet the 647 
shortage listed above. E. Hie material loading on the 1st 5 ships is 
satisfactory to CHINA theater as specified in WARX 25506 with the 
addition of T/E equipment for 1 port company and 30 days B rations for 
5,000 men. The loading schedule for the follcw up shipping will be 
forwarded to you as soon as possible. In general it will cover main¬ 
tenance requirements of U.S. forces in port area including AV Gas for 
transports and fighter squadrons and cargo to be forwarded which we will 
now examine in closer detail. F. The initial destination of the 1st 5 
ships should be determined by CINCAFPAC CHINA theater recommends MANILA, 

3. At this time WEICHCW TAO is a questionable venture and will require 
diversion from FORT BAYARD. The information of this area and FORT 
BAYARD REQUESTED has been forwarded by separate radio. 

4. Concur that LUZON air route appears inadvisable at this time if fa¬ 
cilities now allocated to CHINA theater must be used. A detailed stu4y 
of this will be continued here. CHINA theater has just seen WARX 29972 
answers required will be sent later. 

16 0141 CINCFOA ADVANCE to COMINCH. CINCAFPAC. COMGENPOA. COMGSNAIR info COMCEENPSASTF. 

CINCPOA PEARL HQ . 

Cincpoa concurs in Richardson*s RJ 65765 DTG 150946. 

16 0247 CINCAFPAC to CINCPAC ADV HQ info CG 6TH ARMY. C0M5THPHIB. COMSERVPAC . 

CX 25864 

Refers to your 090610 not to all. Your assumption that functions 

performed by naval garrison beach parties will be performed by s im i lar 
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CINCAFPAC to CINCPAC ADV info CG 6TH ARMY. 00M5THPHIB. COMSERVPAC (Cont'd) 


Army units for KOSHUd RETTO, southeast KYUSHU and east KYUSHU landings is 
not correct. In addition to 4 naval garrison beach parties desired by 5th 
amphibious Corps, 6th Army desires 1 each naval garrison beach party for 
operational attachment to each of 8 engineer shore battalions scheduled for 
employment. Further desire 3 battalion headquarters attached to Supervise 
these beach parties. 

16 0727 COMGEN USASTAF to CINCAFPAC info COMCEN AFMIDPAC. CINCPOA BOTH HQ. 00MGEM 

AIR. 00MGEM USASTF ADMIN . 

0261 look at CINCPAC ADV 120814 GCT July. Requirement given below is 
based on following assumptions: A, This headquarters responsible all USASTF 
construction in MARIANAS and RYUKYUS; B. withdrawal of All construction 
assistance on USASTF airfields such as naval construction battalions; C, 
Withdrawal of all USASTAF units from construction other than VLR and allied 
functions; D, USASTAF can obtain support from a theater for engineer units 
other than those supplied by Array Air Forces, ie, spare parts companies, 
heavy shop companies, dump trucks companies and ordance medium maintenance 
companies, E, The following engineer aviation troops now in this theater 
or committed clan 4 Hq and Hq companies regiments, 34 battalions, 2 depot 
companies, 4 maintenance companies, 3 topographical companies, 1 air force 
Hq company and 3 utilities companies will be retained by USASTAF as long as 
required, F. Maintenance will be performed in areas to rear of MARIANAS by 
undesignated air force, 5 utilities companies and 1 separate company now 
assigned in such areas. Presuming above assumptions correct, USASTAF will 
require 1 engineer command, aviation, 6 Hq and Hq companies regiments, 36 
battalions, 2 Depot companies, 6 Maintenance companies, 3 topographical 
companies, 1 air force Hq company, 1 topographical battalion and 3 utilities 
companies in addition to units referred to in D above from a theater. This 
creates a shortage of 1 engineer command aviation, 2 Hq and Hq companies 
regiments, 2 maintenance companies, and 1 topographicak battalion between 
units required and units on hand or committed USASTAF, It is understood 
if the strategic situation remains stabilized as far as VLR requirements 
are concerned that as construction is completed a progressive release of 
aviation engineer units will be made to a number required for maintenance 
purposes only, 

16 0249 CINCAFPAC to CQMGENFEAF info CINCPOA BOTH HQ. DEPCOMAF 20. C0M3RDFLEET. 

CTF 93. OTF 38. OTF 37 , 

CX 25865 

In support of operations 3rd Fleet as outlined in his Annex 1A operations 
Plan 9-45 (3rd Fleet Radio 132105 with info FEAF) desire comGenFEAF in 
coordination with other RYUKYUS based air farces support operations to the 
ma-Hmum extent practicable with strikes in the KYl)SHO-h.URE area on schedule 
as indicated in Commander 3RD Fleets 132145 (info to FEAF). Schedule of 
strikes to be flexible and to be adjusted to conform to any change in p l an s 
of Commander 3rd Fleet due to unforseen delays. Desire you submit earliest 
your scheduled plan for support including estimated striking farce and targets 
with information to adees in CINCPOA ADV 140901. 
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16 0830 COMGBNAF 20 TO USASTAF GUAM info CINGPOA ADV. C0M3RDFLSET. COMGSNAIR . 

AIDCO 1304. 

Subject operations in coordination 3rd Fleet. Conanents on ContfrdFleets 
132145Z (GOT) follows as requested by your 150045Z. Presume air facilities 
means airdrome instal l ations. Attack against such installations at variance 
with basic strategic plan. Many VLR primary targets principally aircraft 
production installations are located TOKYO-NAGOYA area. Intentions are to 
strike our primary targets during the period 24 July - 2 August when weather 
forecast indicates reasonable chance visual bombing. Otherwise incendiary 
destruction of urban industrial areas will be continued. 

16 2013 C0M3RDFLEET to CINCPAC ADV HQ info CTF 38 . 

lour 150728 acknowledged. CTF 36 will comply. 

17 0523 CINCPAC ADV to CINCAFPAC info COMINCH . 

Having in mind the desirability of continued supervision of development 
of OKINAWA by ComGenTEN for our mutual advantage and of having at OKINAWA 
during the OLYMPIC assault and army officer of STILWELLS standing and in 
view also of your CORONET plans for the 10th Amy and use of divisions as 
OLYMPIC reserves I request your comment or concurrence on the following 
proposals in connection with the release to you of the army units concerned. 

A The Headquarters 10th Amy to report to you now for CORONET planning and 

to be released from ny operational control about 1 December. 

B The Headquarters 24th Corps to be released to you new. 

C The 7th and 27th Divisions to be released to you about 1 October. 

17 0717 CINCAFPAC to CINCPAC ADV info WARCOS. CG USASTAF. DEPCOM USASTAF . 

CX 26167 

Your 140256Z, August 1 conference coordination of Air. Staff conference 
was intended, however Army Air Forces wish ComUSASTAF to attend. No 
objection attendance commanders. Final decisions will of course remain 
with CINCPAC, CINCAFPAC and COMUSASTAF. 

17 1725 COLtFEAF to CG ADVON FEAF info CINCAFPAC. CINCPOA BOTH HQ. COMSTRATAIR. 
C0M3RDFLEET. CTF 38. CTF 37 . 

AX 77476 

CINCAFPAC CX 25865 orders that Far East Air Forces, in support of Com- 
3rdFleet operations outlined in his radio 132105 and in coordination with 
other RYUKYUS based air forces, conduct air attacks to maxi mum extent 
practicable in the KYUSHU-KURE area. Schedule of these air attacks will be 
as outlined in Com3rdFleet 132145 and will be flexible to conform to ary 
change in plans of Com3rdFleet due to unforseen delays. 

Para. Advon FEAF missions currently ordered comply with this directive. 
Advon FEAF will announce his air intent daily with information to CINCAFPAC, 
CINCPOA FEARL, CINCPOA ADV, COMSTRATAIR, C0M3RDFLT, CTF 38 and CTF 37. 

Para. CINCPOA ADV is requested herewith to direct that radios containing 
information on fleet operations plans and fleet movements include CG ADVON 
FEAF as info adee. Copies of references above being forwarded CG ADVON FEAF 
by special safehand courier July 18. 
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18 0651 CINCFOA ADV to 
C0MSERV7THFLT, 






C0MGEN2NDMARAItflVIHG . 


A PEARL, COMAIR^ 



Following Marine Air Units will comprise the 1st Marine Air Wing for 
OLYMPIC. Wing HedRon-1, Wing Seron - 1, Marine Air Groups 12, 14, 33, 

61 as presently organized. Marine Air Group 32 consisting of HedRon 
32, Seron 32, VMSB-244, VMSB-343, VMTB-134. Marine Air Group-24 consist¬ 
ing of Hedron-24, Seron-24, VMF(N)-541, VMF(N)-533. Hedron -62 with air 
Warning Squadrons, 3,4,9,12 and GCI units 1 through 5 inclusive attached. 
AWS 3 and AWS 4 are light weight units. VMD-254. Colonel Roberts USMC 
on staff ComGenAirFMFPac arrives MANILA on 19th with detailed logistic 
information. 


18 0703 CINCPAC ADV to C 
C0MSERV7THFLSET. 




a 

CQMSERVaON 


20 . 


[BSPAC info OOMSERVPAC. CQlCPAff. .PBAfo. 


CINCAFPAC 162111. Paragraph 8 reads "petroleum logistics required 
by 7th Attack Force afloat that assemble in the MANILA area for the 
OLYMPIC operation will be provided by ComServ7thFleet and will be 
slated by CINCPAC." 

Para. CominCh 112135 not to all confirms decision to reorganize 
service force 7th Fleet and establish servron 7. It appears to CINCPAC 
that ServRon 7's responsibilities with respect to petroleum logistics 
in the MANILA area will be identical insofar as 3rd and 7th attack force 
are concerned. See also my 130751 not to all. 

Para. Request your joint recommendations as to changes in CINCAFPAC's 
162111 necessary in light of COMINCH 112135 and my 130751 which Conffth- 
Flt furnish to ComFhibsPac. 


18 1200 JOINT CHIEFS OF STAFF to CINCAFPAC. CINCPOA info AGWAR. NAVY D EPARTMENT. 

Victory 65 BG 142. The provision of a harbor of refuge for the 
protection of Lighterage and small craft constructed of block ships which 
would satisfy your primary concern as outlined in CX—24937 is within our 
means and can be provided on time. 

Para. Expansion of the project to include Caissons for the protection 
of ocean-going vessels requires overriding priority over other major war 
programs with possibility that this might interfere with other programs 
more essential to the success of the operation. 

Para. Navy Department has advised that its towing facilities are 
being augmented by ID ATA's and 45 Liberty ship towing installations. 
Therefore believe tewing of steel caissons and black ships can be under¬ 
taken without serious detriment to CINCAFPAC»S and CINCPAC»S towing 
programs from west and gulf coasts to forward areas. Navy Department will 
select towing units with regard to suitability for ready ships which latter 

may be largely non self propelled. 

Para. Navy Department states that given priority caissons can be 
constructed and delivered to theater on time . Ability, to assemble at s i te 
must be considered. 

Para. In view of the impact cm other programs and requirements and 
the necessity of having reasonably firm assurance that if the caissons 
are constructed they will be used CINCAFPAC'S recommendation is requested 
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18 1200 JOINT CHIEFS OF ST^FF to CINCAFPAC. CINCPOA info AGWAR. NAV I DEPART, (Cont'ji) 


as a matter of urgency as to whether the Joint Chiefs of Staff shall 
provide only a harbor of refuge for small craft constructed wholly of 
block ships or whether they shall proceed with the construction and delivery 
of the artificial harbor as defined in CINCAFPAC'S CX-24937 which includes 
the provision of Caissons capable of sheltering cargo shipping, on the 
understanding that addressees are w illin g to accept possible impact on 
towing and other programs. Further request CINCPOA'S comments on naval 
phases of project both towing and siting. 

18 2252 CINCPAC ADV to CINCAFPAC info COMFHIBSPAC. C0M5THFLSBT. CINCPOA PEARL. 


In the ICEBERG operation unexpected delays occured in the early 
establishment of adequate air warning facilities in the outlying positions 
which necessitated reliance far air warning on vulnerable surface craft 
with resultant loss in men and ships. It is of mutual and paramount im¬ 
portance that air warning units that are to go into outlying positions for 
OLYMPIC be so loaded and echeloned that their efficient functioning is 
assured at the earliest possible time at the outset of the operation to 
give the maximum protection to the amphibious effort* Information as to 
your plans for the early activation of air warning units on outlying 
positions will be appreciated. 

19 0455 CINCAFPAC to CINCPAC ADVANCE info CG 6TH ARMY . CG FSAF. COMFHIBSPAC. 


CX 26663. 

Objective area designated in para 3^(4) AFPAC operations instructions 
number 1 dated 20 June is subject. AFPAC, FEAF and COMFHIBSPAC are in 
agreement in changing delineation of objective area to that area south 
of 32-30N which is enclosed by arc of circle having radius of 120 nautical 
miles with center at SATA KESAKI (31-00 N 130-40 E). Purpose to allow 
more water area for forces of COMFHIBSPAC. Request comments or concurrence. 

19 0513 CINCPAC ADV to CTF 94. CTG 30.8. CTG 32.1 info 00M3RDFLEET, 

CTU 30.9.15. CTU 32 . 1 I 2 . COMCORTDIV 70. GOSS 

SALA MAUA J CVE 96). ULVERT M. uOORE (DE 442). K.C. C AMPBELL (DE 443i» 


WM. SEIVERLING 




Info ships hereby detached 3rd Fleet and assigned to CTF 94 for 
temporary operational control for employment as ASW Task Group. 

Para. CTG 32.1 detach SALAMAUA, CTG 30.S DETACH DE»S and sail to 
rendezvous as directed by CTF 94. 


19 0647 CINCPOA ADV to CINCAFPAC info COMGENFOA. CINCPOA PEARL . 


CINCPOA coast artillery unit requirements are now 1 Bn at PELELIU and 
1 Grp Hq and 3 Bns at OKINAWA. All other coast artillery units COMGMPOA 
Dispatch 160213 are available new for release to you. Advise disposition 
desired. Upon departure these units present stations operational control 


^ Para. ^By 1 August the coast artillery units at OKINAWA will pass to 
rt n#»T>a+■? onal control therefore no action will be taken by CI NCP OA on 
request for conversion of 1 CA Bn at OKINAWA to FA contained COMGENFOA 
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19 0611 CINCAFPAC to WARCOS. CINCPAC. info COMPHIBSPAC. CG 6THARMY. CG 8TH ARMY . 

CX 26685. 

Armored divisions for employment in CORONET will not be available for 
dispatch from the United States until November or December* If staged 
through PHILIPPINES, arriving in December or January, respectively, only 
very limited period can be allowed for shakedown and mounting out on or 
about 20 January. War Department has agreed to shipment direct to objective 
area in sear-trains or other means provided armored divisions can be handled 
at destination as required (W 16507, 13 June), 

Para. The following reinforcing units should accompany armored 
divisions in assault shipping; 2 battalions 155 Gun (SP), 2 engineer combat 
battalions, 2 Treadway Bridge companies, 2 Ordanance Bn companies (Tank), 

2 Ordnance Ammunition companies, 2 Quartermaster Ga3 Supply companies, 

2 Quartermaster truck companies (Aug), 1 Headquarters and Headquarters 
Detachment, Quartermaster Battalion (Mobile), 1 Quartermaster Truck 
company, petroleum (Equipped under Column 2 B), L Corps headquarters 
should be alerted to accompany this shipment in the event that a definite 
requirement is established therefor. 

Para. Preliminary investigation here indicates feasibility of releas¬ 
ing from OLYMPIC 90 LST PARV at XRAI plus 35 and 12 APA, and 6 AKA at XRAY 
plus 50 for dispatch to west coast to lift 2 armored divisions, reinforced, 
direct to CORONET objective area to arrive not later than T Plus 5. 

Bara. Request CINCPAC concurrence in utilization of assault shipping 
as proposed herein with information copy direct to War Department. 

Para. Request War Department confirmation of availab i lity of units 
listed above and approval of assault loading and proposed movement of 
2 armored divisions, reinforced, as indicated, from west coast direct to 
objective area. 

Para. Movement of these units by amphibious lift as priority would: 

A Insure ample time for preparation prior to entry into combat. 

3' Relieve congestion in staging area and ports, and 

C Effect appreciable reduction in Back-Log of shipping. 

Bara. Early reply appreciated. 

19 1117 CINCAFPAC to CINCPOA ADVANCE info WARCOS . 

CX 26793. 

No further action being taken, reference your 170523 (GCT) relative 
to tactical units on OKINAWA, in view of recent directive of the Joint 
Chief of Staff. 

19 1423 CINCAFPAC to WARCOS. JOINT CHIEFS OF STAFF. CINCPAP ADVANCE, info BPNL 
PEARL. BPNL CINCPAC . 

CX 26866. 

This replies to radio Joint Chiefs of Staff 181200. The recommended 
artifical harbor will be used for the operation as planned and the possible 
impact of its provision on towing and other programs has been fully 
considered and is accepted. It is recommended that Joint Chief of Staff 
authorize construction and delivery artificial harbor as defined in CX 
24937 which includes caissons capable of sheltering cargo shipping. 
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19 0533 CINCAFPAC to CINCPOA ADV info WARCOS (FOR JOINT CHIEFS OF STAFF). C01f7THFLT 


CX 26668. 

I have just concluded a series of conferences in an endeavor to 
accommodate the transfer of the 7th Fleet as proposed in your 080301 and 
the transfer of MANUS as proposed in your 130751. This modifies my 
CX 25993 originated 161121. I believe that this can now be accomplished 
as you desire subject to the cooments of Com7thFleet 120014 and to the over¬ 
all approval of features which involve the AUSTRALIAN and DUTCH govern¬ 
ments. It is my understanding that these features will of necessity have 
to be arranged by the Joint Chiefs of Staff. 


17 0550 COMFHiBSPAC to CDICPAC ADV info ADCCtiPHIBSPA C BOTH. CINCPAC PEARL HQ. 

CINCAFPAC. CG 6 tH ARMY. CG 2ND. 3RD. 5'1' H aARDIVS. CGFMFPAC. OG5IHPHIBOORP. 

C0M3RDI. 5TH. 7TH FHIBFOR. COMFHlBGrtPS 11. 12. 13. 14 . 


Following requested training schedule modifies my 090915. 202220 

and 270635 all of June and has been approved in part by you. Request 
overall approval. 

A. Philippines 12 LSTS 10 LSM and TransRon 16 now being employed on 
continuous bases. Approved by your 190122 of May and 220818 of June. 

B. An additional TransDiv is required in PHILIPPINE area for period of 
1 month commencing 25 July for training additional RCTS not included 
in original tentative training schedule. Requested by CINCAFPAC. 
Action not known. 

Q. TransRon 15 (less BERRIEN, BLADEN, BARROY/, LACERTA, MULFHEN) 20 LST 
and 10 LSM to arrive PHILIPPINES 30 days prior to loading. Requested 
by COMFHIBSPAC 090915 of June approval not received. 


D. 


E. 


F. 


G. 


GUAM 3RD MARDIV TransDiv 37, ID LST, 10 LSM available 21 August. 
Approved by your 280724. 

SAIPAN 2ND MARDIV 4 APAs including a division flagship of TransRon 
12, 10 LST and 10 LSM available 8 September. Requested by Com5thPhib 
140021. 

OAHU 5TH MARDIV 4 APAS including a division flagship of TransRon 24, 

6 LST and 12 LSM available 26 August. Requested by Com5thPhib 140021. 
OAHU 98TH DIVISION ConTransRon 22 in WESTMORELAND. KARNES. BOTTINEAU. 
BOWIE, KINGSBURY. ALAMANCE. SAPPHO. 10 LST and ID LSM available 1 
August. Approved by your 092316. 


20 1337 C0M3RDFLT to 3RD FLT ECM HOLDERS _ j nfo COMFAIftVING QINP . PAff 

ADV HQ. COMMARTANAS. CQMGEN TEN. CQMGEN FEAF ADV ON, COMFAlRhIkG_l. 


It is my intent to tighten blockade and keep pressure on the enemy 
by throwing light force sweeps against EMPIRE coast and outlying islands 
at every opportunity. Objectives denial of coastal sea lanes to enemy 
destruction shipping and bombardment of shore targets. These raids will 
usually be ordered suddenly. 

Para. Keep currently familiar with locations within operational 
range with emphasis on enemy coastal shipping refuges. Eneny mine fields. 
And coastal targets euch as harbor facilities, railroad bridges, yards 
and tunnels. Radar and radio stations, shore batteries, factories, towns. 
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20 1819 uOMXNCH AND CNO to CINCPAC ADV HQ info CQLT7THFLT. CINCABPAC. COMSUBPAC. 
CINCPAC PEARL HQ. OOMSERVPAC . 


Your 130751* Items A B C E G and H are approved. Item D is under 
consideration. Item F and future of CNAF are under advisement and 
dependent on action by JCS on proposal to reorganize SWPAC area. Make 
nomination to me for Rear Admiral to command U. S. Naval forces 
AUSTRALIA, NEW GUINEA. What are your plans for Task Force 71* 

19 1119 CINCAFPAC to WARCOS, (FOR JOINT CHIEFS OF STAFF), CINCPAC ADV HQ. 

Cl 26794. 

Will be glad to welcome British Corps Commander and accompanying 
officers. Suggest their arrival earliest date and if practicable by 1 
August. Reference Joint Chiefs of Staff V 66 BG 145, 18th. CINCPAC 
requested to comment or concur directly to Joint Chiefs of Staff, 
information to CINCAFPAC. 

19 2327 CINCPAC ADV to COMINCH info CINCAFPAC. CINCPAC PEARL HQ . 

I concur in CINCAFPAC 191119 to WARCOS concerning arrival British 
Corps Commander and accompanying officers. 

20 0710 COMGENCHINA to CINCAFPAC. CINCFOA info WARCOS. OOMGENAF 10. C0MGENS08CHINA. 

COMGKNUSFCHINA. COMGBNIATACT . 

CFBX 1169. 

Agree that meeting between representatives from Headquarters CHINA 
THEATER, Headquarters CINCAFPAC and Headquarters CINCPOA at GUAM as 
suggested in radio 140304 is highly desirable. 

Para. A study and assessment of resources and requirements of CHINA 
THEATER is being made now. This study will be completed about the end 
of July. If you agree it is recommended that conference be held on or 
about 31 July. Composition of CHINA THEATER party will be furnished later. 
Present plans are to leave on or about 30 July. Suggest that CHINA THEATERS 
officers return via MANILA to insure coordination of operations. 

Para. Captain Painter has arrived and is providing very valuable 
assistance in both our future and operational planning. 

Para. For MacArthurs request clearance for 1 C 54 aircraft through your 
area on or about 31 July. If you feel that a meeting between CHINA THEATER 
officers returning from GUAM and your people would be beneficial they will 
return via MANILA for a brief conference. 

20 1100 JOINT CHIEFS OF STAFF to AGWAR( ACTION) PASS TO NAVY FOR ACTION inf.Q 
CINCAFPAC FOR HACARTHUR. CINCPOA FOR NIMITZ. VICTORY 128 BG 198. 

Construction and provision of an artificial harbor to meet the 
strategic requirements set forth in CINCAFPAC CX 24937 of 12 July is 
approved by the Joint Chiefs of Staff. The construction and establishment 
of this artificial harbor is charged to the Navy. The Navy will proceed 
with this project with priority above all Military and Naval programs 
except manhattan project and will be assisted by appropriate agencies 
of the War Department as necessary. Appropriate action by the Joint 
Logistical Committee and Joint Military Transportation committee is 

directed. 
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20 1103 JOINT CHIEFS OF STAFF to CINCAFPAC FOR MCARTHUR info CINCPAC FOB NTMTT7. , 

AOWAR. NAVY. NAVY DEPARTMENT VIA AGWAR VICTORY 129 BG 199. 

With regard to your C 26799, direct DEE in Victory 73 pertained only 
to the RTUKYUS. This does not preclude the transfer of responsibilities 
pertaining to USSTAF units elsewhere in the Pacific by mutual agreement 
as provided in WAR 62773 of 3 April* 

20 2208 WARCOS to CINCAFPAC. COHGEN USFCT info CINCPOA ADV HQ . 

WARX 35530. 

For operation and maintenance of LCM's for FORT BAYARD PROJECT 
CINCAFPAC is requested to (see Navy Rad 192133) arrange loading and on¬ 
ward shipping of personnel with equipment to destination. Possible use 
of naval escort carft for this should be examined. For information 4th 
and 5th ships depart NEW ORLEANS POE 16th and 21st July respectively. 

Para. New subject. CHINA THEATER should arrange to furnish tents 
fuel and necessary logistic support to these navy personnel on arrival* 
Believe it proper that navy personnel used in port operations not be 
charged against existing navy troop ceiling. 

Para. New subject. To facilitate detailed arrangements for these 
operations, it appears desiravle for CHINA HQ to establish liaision in 
CINCAFPAC headquarters. CHINA , S CFBX 689 July 12 refers. WD has not 
received info copies of inter theater cables (CFBX 689) which announce 
decisions reference split of responsibilities for the operation. It 
is requested that War be included as info addressee on all inter theater 
cables reference decisions for implementation of this operation. 

21 0229 CINCPAC ADV to COMAIRPAC SUBCOMFWD info COUAIRPAC. C0M3RDFLKET, CTF 3.8 * 

From Sept 20 to Oct 10 3 D.S. Groups containing 9 CV, 5 CVL, 5 BB, 19 
Cruisers will base ENIWETOK, 2 U, S* Groups cont ainin g 6 CV, 2 CVL, 4 SB 
12 Cruisers will base LEYTE. After October 10 for indefinite period 
proportions will be approximately reversed. In addition 5 British CV 
and 3 CVL will base ENIWETOK. 

Para. These estimates are for planning purposes only. They may 
change radically at any time before or during forthco m ing operations. 
Composition of Groupsas to identity of specific ships can not be provided 
at this time. 

21 0645 CINCPAC ADV HQ to OQMSUBPAC info ADCOMMINPAC. COMINPAC, COMPHIBSPAC, 
C0M5THFLT. CINCPAC iEARL HQ. JICPOA. 

Plans for minefield investigation proposedin your 181445 are approved 
subject to following qualification of last sentence. Mine detection 
subs will in emergency be considered available for offensive missions, 
air sea rescue duties or reconnaissance if necessity arises. UomnPac 
arrange direct with ComSubsPac for conference if desired. 

21 1808 qONCPAC ADV HQ to i;0?.!7THFLEST info CINCAFPAC . 

My 130751 C01HNCH 201819. Request implementation items approved 
obtaining concurrence of CINCAFPAC where appropriate. 

Para. Request your comment on future submarine requirements SWPA. 
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20 2209 ..ARCOS to AFPAC info I.HDPAC. CINCPAC - CQ AFMIDPAC PASSED TO CINCPAC BOTH HQ . 


WARX 35531. 

Repeated to all addressees. Reference 26685 of 19 July 1945. It is 
suggested here to place Lieutenant General Alvan C. Gillem who new commands 
the 13th Corps Headquarters in charge of this force upon completion of the 
scheduled amphibious training of the units you have indicated you desire. 
This is proposed in order to carry out what is considered are your desires. 
It is assumed that other reinforcing units for this corps headquarters will 
be furnished there by you if you intend to use this corps in the role of an 
Armored Corps. Gillen’s Corps is an infantry corps but he happens to be 1 
of our best Armored Commanders also. Furnishing reinforcing units requires 
minor changes to present redeployment schedule in order to meet target date 
as follows: 

A. 1 field artillery battalion (155 Millimeter Gun) (self propelled) will 
be indirectly redeployed instead of directly redeployed in 9th month. 

B. 2 Engineer combat battalions will be indirectly redeployed instead of 
directly redeployed in 10th month. 

C. Indirect shipment remainder reinforcing units will be delayed in order 
to marry up with this force. 

Para. Upon receipt CINCPAC concurrence concerning assault shipping and 
your comment or concurrence to the above proposal, the necessary im¬ 
plementation here will be accomplished. An early reply would be helpful. 

21 2250 COMGENUSASTAF to CINCPOA ADV HQ. info V/ARCOS. COMGENAIR. CINCPOA PEARL. 

COMAF 20. CTF 58. C0M3RDFLT. CTF 57. COMGENFEAF. COMMARIANAS. CTG 93.4 . 

0549 

Request USASTAF message no 0313 dated 171643 GCT sent to your head¬ 
quarters be withdrawn and destroyed and the following substitute therefore: 
All fighters assigned to USASTAF will be withdrawn from their primary 
mission of escort and given the mission of counter air force operations 
of destroying the Japanese air force both in the air and on the ground, 
attacking airfields and airfield installations, on the dates and at the 
places requested by Com3rdFleet during the execution OpPlan 9-45• The VLR 
forces will be employed against major air targets such as aircraft engineer 
plants, propellor plants, and other major industrial areas in the general 
area and on the jdnt dates requested by Com3rdFleet. Your headquaretws will 
be currently informed as to the names of the places and dates of attack. 

220731 COMFEAF to CINCAFPAC info CINCPOA aDVi UT g 95. CCMGEN ADV ECH FEAF. COMCBEN 

CHINA. CTF 32 . 

AX 77920 

Reference is urad CX 25198 which directed FEAF to conduct strikes on 
eneny air bases and other aporopriate targets, to assist TF 95* Also re¬ 
ference CINCPOA ADV 11U153,’ UD146 and 112336 and CTF 95 radio 120822. 

19 .T iily 45 this hed received info copy of CTF 95 radio 182218/Z which first 
info that CTF 95 sweep intent for 18 July was not conducted as scheduled. 
Assistance requested in CINCPOA ADV 112336 and directed by urad CX 25198 was 
conducted as outlined in !,fyrad AX 77215 to provide direct assistance for 
TF 95 sweep scheduled daylight 18 July. Current operational plans, in¬ 
cluding assistance for 3rd Fleet (See ray rad AX 77476, 17 July) precludes 
furnishing any further direct assistance in general target area for TF 95 
(This is BIFODE; cancel and file 211050 CR 289 and cancel 211827 ® 59) 
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20 1303 COMINCH AND CNO COMINCH HQ info uINCPOA BOTH HQ-CQMINCH & CNO PASSED TO 

CINCPOA BOTH HQ. 


VICTORY 135. 

CINCAFPAC CXB-24957 and JCS 201148 refer. I desire a TG charged with 
the construction and establishment of the artificial harbor project be set 
up in the immediate future, initially directly under COMINCH AND CNO, later 
to pass to CINCPAC. This group to be commanded by a young Read Admiral or 
a Commodore especially fitted to give energetic direction. Nominations 
by my headquarters are desired. The staff, which initially need not be 
large, should include civil engineers and 1 or 2 officers. 

22 0410 CINCPAC ADV to C0M5THFLEET. COMFHIBSPAC. COMSSRVPAC info COMSERVRON 10 . 


COHPHIBSPACS 190220, CINCPAC intends that Commodore Hartley in his 
capacity as COMSERVDIV 103 command the units of SERVRON 10 at the objective 
in OLYMPIC. These units will initially be largely those for repair and 
salvage. COMSERVDIV 103 will be under the operational control of COMFHIBS- 
PAC. Captain Curtis will be assigned to the staff of COMSERVDIV as chief 
salvage officer. 

22 0719 CINCPOA ADV to CINCAFPAC info COMINCH. COORD FLEET, C0U5THFLEET . 


Operations instructions number 96 issued by Hdqters Allied Air Forces 
SWPA dated 12 July with distribution to officers under my command are 
objectionable to me in the following respects: 

A. They give orders applicable to "All Forces" concerning air sea rescue 
within the Pacific Ocean Areas. 

B. They undertake to prescribe primary air attack areas and to issue 
orders in connection therewith which affect the operations of the 
Pacific Fleet while operating within the Pacific Ocean Areas. 

Para. It is requested that the Commanding General Allied Air Forces 
SWPA be directed to refrain from issuing orders which directly or by 
implication attempt to control the operations of the United States Pacific 
Fleet or to make area assignments within the Pacific Ocean Areas. 

22 0742 CINCPOA ADV to CINCAFPAC info CINCPAC PEARL. CO MSERVPAC. COMFHIBSPAC, 
C0M7THFT-F.H-T. C0M5THFLSET. COHSERON 10. C0MSERV7THFLSET. 

Refer paragraph 8 CINCAFPAC 162111 and ny 200709. CINCPAC aoproves 
procedure COMSERVFOR 7TH FLEET (SEEVRON 7) provide petroleum logistics 
for OLYMPIC amphibious forces assembling in the MANILA AREA. These re¬ 
quirements to be slated by CINCAFPAC. In addition SERVRCN 7 should 
similarly provide for al1 other naval forces in the MANILA ARpA. Accord¬ 
ingly request deletion of "7th attack Force Alloat" and substitution 
"Pacific Fleet Units." 


22 0839 CTW CPAC ADV to C0M3RDFLEET. C0M7T HFTEET. CCHAIRPAC. CCMGENFMFPAQ. COHgHEM* 
COMFHIBS PAC. COMSERVPAC info COMGEN 6THARMY. C 0M3RD FHIBFOR. COMGEN5THPH3.9- 

rapp.q CTUCFOA PEARL. CCLiSTHPHIBFOR. CCMGSNAI RFiJFPAC. COMINCH AND .CNO, 

COM7THPHIBFOR. COUGENSERVCOMDFMFPAC. MARCORPS. C OMGENAAFPOA, CINCAFPAC, 

COMGENPOA. CTF 96. CTF 99. 


Itydis 090901 modified as follows: 
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22 0839 CINCPAC ADV to C0M3RDFLEST. CQf7THFLSKT. COMAIRPAC. COMGENFMFPAC. C0M5THFLT. 

COMPHIBSPAC. COMSERVPAC info COMGM 6TH ARMY. COI.ORDiFHIBFOR. C0MGEN5THFHIB- 

CORPS. CINCPOA PEARL. C0M5THPHIBFQR. C0MGJ3JAIRFMFPAC. COMINCH AND CNO 

C0M7THPHIBF0R. COMGENSERVCOMDFMFPAC. MARCOPS. COMGENAAFPOA. CINCAFPAC. 

COMGENPOA. CTF 96. CTF 99. (Cont»d) 

1* The site presently selected for the NOB is at TARAr-LilSAKI in 
KAGOSHIMA BAY. 

2. The site presently selected for the Navai Air Base is at MINATO. 

3. Insert as paragraph (G): The naval hospitals and naval ammunition 
Depot will be under the Commandant NOB, 

A 

22 1040 CINCPOA ADV to COMGEN USASTAF info C0M3RDFLEET . 

Concur your 220715* (Ref: 3rd Fleet Coordination.) 

22 1149 CINCPAD ADV to COMBATRON 1. COMCRUDIV 16. COMINPAC. COMKAIKWING 1. COM- 

SERVDIV 104. COMNAVFOR RYUKYUS info COMINCH. CINCPAC PEARL. CINCAFPAC. 

C0MGE3JFEAF. COMGENFEAFADVON. CTF 99. COMGEN CHINA. C0M3RDFLT. C0M5THFLT. 

COMSERON 10 . 

Hy OpPlan 4^45 will be modified as follows: 

(1) Add to Task organization: (N) (TF 95) V.Adm. Oldendorf. With forces 
assigned. 

(2) Change Tasks of 3rd Fleet to read: Attack Japanese naval and air 
forces, shipping, shipyards, and coastal objectives. Protect sea 
and air communicationa along the central Pacific axis. 

(3) Modify SubPara 3(N) to read: Maintain control of the EAST CHINA SEA 
and its western approaches. Interdict to limit of capabilities the 
movement of hostile naval forces and shipping in the YELLOT SEA, 
TSUSHIMA STRAITS and the southern part of the SEA OF JAPAN. Protect 
friendly shipping. Cover and defend our positions in the RYUKYUS. 
Provide aii s -sea rescue services. Support operations of other forces. 
Conduct minesweeping as directed by CINCPAC. 

(4) Add to SubPara 3(X)6: CTF 95 area of military responsibility is that 
part of the combat area west of the 135th meridian except that the 
3rd fleet will enter therein in execution of its assigned tasks upon 
giving prior notification to forces concerned. 

(5) Add new SubPara 3(X)8: For purposes of coordination direct conmun- 
ications between CTF 95 or his subordinate commanders and the con*- 
manders of other forces is authorized as at present. 

(6) This dispatch is effective 250200 at which time my dispatch 110146 
is cancelled. 

22 1150 CINCPAC ADV to C0M3RDFLEET. CUMBATRCN 1. CTF 95. CTF 3 9. CTG 99.1. CTG 

70.5. CTG 30.9 info COMINCH. CTF 99. CINCPAC PEARL. CCMAIRPAC. COMSERVPAC. 

CQIL7ESCARFQR■ CINCAFPAC. COiGENFEAF. CUMGiUFEAF ADVON. COMSERVRON 10 . 

Effective 250200 GCT forces assigned to operational control Com3rdFlt 
will comprise those units now assigned to 17-37, TF-38, 'i’G-30.6, TG-30.8, 
TG-30.9 less TU-30.9. Forces assigned to operational control CTF 95 
(V Adm Oldendorf) will comprise those units now assigned to TF-32, TF-39 
TF-95, TG-99.1, TG 30r5, TU 30.9.4 plus such other combatant ships now 
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22 1150 CINCPAC ADV to CCM.3RDFLEET. COMBATRON 1. CTF 95. CTF 39. CTG 99.1. CTG ' 

30.5. GTG 30.9 info COMINCH. CTF 99- CINCPAC PEARL. COMAIRPAC. COMSERVPAC. 

COWffiSCARFOR. CINCAFPAC. COMGENFEAF. COHGENFEAF ADVON. COMSERVRON 10 .(Cont»d1 

in LEYTE which were formerly assigned to Com3rdFlt and which are not 
included in the forces listed. 

Para. For the information of both conmanders the KASAAN BAY and 
SALAMAMU ASW groups are assigned to CTF 94. 

Para. Rotation of CVE to TG-30.8 or to TU-32.1.2 may be arranged 
directly byCTG-32.1. 

Para. This reassignment does not affect assignments to Com3rdFlt 
contained in my 220259 and 220612. Assignment of additional ships or 
transfers between 3rd Fleet and TF 95 will be controlled by CINCPAC. 

Com3rdFlt make recommendations when and as necessary. 


22 1915 COMINCH AND CNO to CINCPAC ADV HQ info CINCPAC PEARL HQ. CINCAFPAC. CG AAF. 
COFS ARMY. 


Refer WARX 33621 to COMGEN FEAF held by 20 AF GUAM and OAHU. For 
JAVAMAN project in support of OLYMPIC COMGEN AAF has requested assistance 
from Navy. It is indicated that your approval will be sought on basis 
project will be under canrr.and FEAF and CINCAFPAC and be self supporting at 
BUNKHUUSE and all support operated by OSS personnel to be shipped via 
MANILA. If you approve operation it appears wasteful to ship special 
facilities for single operation if availableatBUNKHOUSE for temporary use. 
This applies particularly to LCM, automotive equipment, shops and housing. 

Para. Operation is set out in separate message. Facilities requested 
are 1 LCM(3) and following functional components less personnel: 1 A-3, 

1 D-12, 1 E-ll, 1 G-8, 1 P12A. 

Para. Extensive work on boats required in secluded place for security 
reasons. Advise whether you can provide all or part of facilities on 
temporary basis. 


22 1921 COMINCH AND UNO to ClwCPAD ADVANCE i n fo CINCAFPAC. CINCPAC PEARL. CG AAF, 
COFS ARMY. 


Project rry 221915 is to destroy oHIMONOSEKI TUNNELS with 6 drone 85 foot 
aircraft rescue boats and involves installing JAP SEA truck and luggar 
disguise which is prefabicated ready to ship. OSS expects to request ISCOM 
to assign midget Sub-Base on MOTOBU PENINSULA. If Jap.Marine railway at. 
base can be used, estimated installation time with facilities requested in 
1 week per boat. 6 Spare boats and disguise kits being provided. 


23 0903 CINCPAC ADVANCE to COHIN PAC info COMFHIBSPAC. C0M3 RDFLSET. C0MB.ATR0N_1, 
ADCOMINPAC. CINCPAC PEARL HQ.~~ 

Upon completion sweeping area JUNEAU continue rainesweeping operations 
in EAST CHINA SEA using those minesweepers which have arrived most recently 
in ccmbat area. By use of rotational plan of overhaul and rehabilitation 
it is expected that sweeping will contineu indefinitely. Minefield north 
of area JUNEAU and field in vicinity of SHANGHAI-CHOSEN are desired swept 
as early as practicable and prior to OLYMPIC. Your 220837 refers. 
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~ 24 0317 CINCPAC ADV HQ to CINCAFPAC Info CINCPAC PEARL HQ. COMGEN ID. COMDT NOB 
OKINAWA, CQL1INCH~ -- 

TOP SECRET . Memorandum for record dated 23 July signed by Major General 
Chamberlin and Rear Admiral Sherman approved by CINCPAC, On receipt CINCAFPAC 
concurrence I will direct ComGen 10 with U S Amy Forces in the RYuKYUS 
report to CINCAFPAC effective 1200 I (—9) 31 July which was earliest date 
acceptable to your representative and other Army conferees, 

23 1321 COMGENCHINA to CINCPOA ADV HO Info CINCAFPAC. COMGENFOA. COMGENAIR. COMGEN 
AAF 10. COMGSNSOSCHINA. COMGEN CCC CHINA. COMGENTACTCT. WARCOS 

TOP SECRET . CFBX 1480 

Due to staff conference at Manila 1 August conference at GUAM has been 
postponed until after 4 August. Message GUAM 202351Z (GCT) refers. Presently 
plan to leave CHUNGKING 4 August will arrive GUAM late 5 August or early 
6 August, Party expected to number about 15 officers and men (including 
General Simpsons party) Request information as to whether this will be 
satisfactory. Names of persons composing party will be forwarded later. New 
Subject: (For WARCOS) Bninently satisfactory is Colonel L. J. Lincoln's 
presence at this conference He can return with CHINA Theater party. 

23 2105 CNO to CINCPOA ADV HQ Info CINCPOA PEARL HQ 

TOP SECRET . Mapping and photography of JAPAN JCS 756/2 revised by JIC 153/12 
is subject your 181208 of May. JIC 153/20 has been approved and is being 
forwarded you by air mail. Recommendations of OAHU mapping conference 25-29 
May were approved and reassignment of responsibilities for mapping photography 
of Japanese areas to CINCAFPAC and CINCPAC mutually with assistance of USASTAF 
are to be accomplished in accordance with conference aggeements. 

24 01 40 COMFHIBSPAC to C0M5THFLT Info CIMCPAC/POA ADV HQ 

TOP SECRET. In preparation for OLYMPIC it is considered most important that 
ships assemble early for indoctrination and training. The large numbers in- 
voled and the complex organization plus fact that present duties of PhibsPac 
does not permit tactical training require this receive special attention. 

It is recommended that main elements of the advance and amphibious forces my 
serial 000279 of 18 July assemble by 10 September as follows: At LEYTE Gunfire 
and Covering Force, Escort Carrier Force, Western Attack Force, South Attack 
Force, 3rd Attack Force. At MANILA 7th Attack Force. In MARIANAS and HAWAII 
5th Attack Force. At LEYTE and in HAWAII Reserve Force. 




Para. Assembly date of 10 September is approximately 10 days in advance of 
dates set forth in Joint Staff Study. Submit that complexities of training, 
loading, rehearsals, movements to loading, rehearsal,and objective areas, 
to gether with necessary upkeep and logistics require a longer period than 
at present allowed. If you concur in proposed plan request you submit to 
CINCPAC for approval. 
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^24 0636 CINCPAC ADV HQ. to COMINCH 

TOP SECRET . Request by air mail copy JCS 659/3 of 24 March 1944 and by 
dispatch information as to any JCS decision which places on area commander 
responsibility over and authority to coordinate sea air rescue within his 
area. 

24 0844 CINCPAC ADV HO. to C0H3HDFLT. C0H7THFLT. COMAIRPAC. C0M5THFLT. COMPHIBSPAC. 

COHSERVPAC. C0MC2NFMFPAC Info COMINCH & CNO. MARCORPS. CIHCAFPAC. CQMGEH6THARMY . 

CTF 96. CTF 99. CINCPOA PEARL. COEGENPOA. CQH3RDPHiBF0R. C0M5THPHIBF0R. COMGEN 

5THFHIBC0RPS, CQ; r 7THPffl,BF0R, COM GEN AIR FOR MID PAG. COMGEN AIFPOA. COMBEN 

SER VCCMDFMF PAC 


TOP SECRET . Para (B) bydis 090001 modified to extend that the CUB at MANOSE 
RIVE (or such other place on the est Coast as may be selected) will remain 
in support of V Phib Corps as long as needed by the Corps. On or before 
withdrawal of the V Phib Corps from KYUSHU this CUB will pass to control of 
Commandant HOB. 

24 1349 C INC AFP AC to CINCPAC ADV HQ Info CINCPAC PEARL HQ. CQ.'.SEHVPAC. COMPHIBSPAC . 

C0M7THPLT. C0M5THFLT. C0;,SER0N 10. C0MSERV7THFLT 

CX 28065 TOP SECRET . Concur in change outlined your 220742Z (GCT) July in 
reply to our 162111. Servon 7 will provide for all naval forces that assemble 
in the MANILA area. Request Servon 7 be advised of substation additional 
requirements for inclusion in AFPAC slates. 

24 0325 C0MBATR0N-1 to COMESCAR. USS TENNESSEE. COM FAW-1. CQMCRUDIV-16. COLUNEPAC . 

COMSERVDIV 104. COHNAVFOR RYUKYUS Info ALL TF. TG COMS PAC. C0M3RD & 5THFLTS. 

COMGENFEAFADV. CINCPAC BOTH HO. CINCAFPAC. CoMGENFEAF. COMGEN CHINA. COMINCH. 

C0MFH1LSEAFR0N. 


Organization TF 95. 95.1 TENNESSEE force Flagship Captain Heffeman. 

95.2 EASY striking Group RAdm Lowe. 95*3 Heavy striking Group V.Adm uldendorf. 
95.4 Mine Group RAdm Sharp. 95.5 Base Covering Group R.Adm Cobbs. 95*6 
OKINAWA Logistic Group comdr Ueliher. 95.7 Philippine Training Group, R.Adm 
McCormick. 95.8 ESCOVFOR R.Adm Durgin. 95.9 Fleet Air Wing 1, R.Adm PERRY. 

This dispatch effective 250200 GCT. 

CiEOifr OSifi/f tcm i 

24 0850 CINCPAC ADVANCE to cOEBATRUN 1. info CRUDIVS 16. COMINCH . Oone on Gr*e*ri frao 


CTF 95 230415. When kFS direct R.Adm Lcwr with the same force as in pre¬ 
ceding operation proceed to conduct shipping sweep in area west of fongl25-00E 
between Lat. 30-00N and 32-30 N. Avoid mine restricted area in sHANGHAI-Ch US AN 
area. Keep Com3rdrlt, COMGEN? jIF, COIEENCHINA and CTF 99 informed of movements 
this force. 

W 23 CINCPAC ADVANCE HQ to CINCAFPAC info CINCPAC PEARL. C0M?T HFLT, COMSERVPAC. 

Request your comments on COMSERVPACS 210215. CINCPAC considers a 
total of 4 strips on 2 or 3 fields required to support 1st Marine Air Wing. 
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24 1722 COMINCH AND CNO to CINCPAC ADVANCE info COM7THFLT. CIHCAFPAC. COMSERVPAC. 
CINCPAC PEARL HO. COMSUBPAC . 

Referring to item H your 130751 and ray 201819 the requirements of my 
181305 September 1944 and myser 00107 of 12 January 1944 for maintenance 
of definite numbers cruisers, destroyers and submarines in 7th Fleet 
hereby cancelled. 

24 1824 NONE GIVEN to CIHCAFPAC. CINCPAC. COMGEN USASTAFPAC info-none. 


V-273. 

As a basis of discussion with the Soviet General Staff on the subject 
of the Joint Chiefs of Staff have made the following proposal inconnection 
with U.S* Naval and Air Operations when and if RUSSIA enters the war 
against JAPAN: 

A. U.S. Naval surface forces may operate without restriction in the 


seas of JAPAN and OKHOTSK. 

B. U.S. Submarines may operate without restrictions in the SEAS OF JAPAN 
and OKHOTSK south and east of a line connecting following points: 
coasrt of KOREA at latitude 38 north thence to latitude 40 north 
longitude 135 east thence to latitude 45-45 north longitude 140 east 
thence east along that latitude. 

C. U.S. Air Forces will operate without restriction south and east of 
a line connecting following points: CAPE LOPATKA-west to a point at 
latitude 51-10 longitude 147 degrees-thence to point latitude 45-45 
longitude 144-20 thence to point latitude 45-45 longitude 139-30 thence 
to point latitude 41-20 longitude 133-20 - thence westward to SEISHIN 
KOREAN-thence north to railroad at KOREAN border-thence westward 
along railroad to YUNGKI and CHANGCHUN-thence along the river to 
LIAOYUAN K ATT. 11 and CHIHFENG-thence along the railroad through TOLUN, 
PAOCHANG, WANCHUAN, TOTUNG, FENGCHEN, TSINING to DVEISUI-thence 
northwest to the border of outer MONGOLIA. 

D. The location of these lines may be changed from time to time by 
mutual agreement as deemed necessary or desirable. 

Para. U.S. Submarines and air operations north and west of these 
lines will be coordinated with the RUSSIANS and si m i l a r ly their submarine 
and air operations south and east of these lines will be coordinated 


with U.S. 
Para. 


Your comment is requested to arrive terminal by 260600Z (GCT). 


NOTE (On Originator) — call sign JEBG (The station from which this 
dispatch was received) has been used on dispatches originated 
by COMINCH AND CNO and JOINT CHIEFS OF STAFF - location is 
POTSDAM, GERMANY. 


25 0905 CINCPAC ADVANCE to COHBATRON 1 info COMINCH. COMNORPAC, CINCPAC PEARL. HQ. 
COMCRUDIV 5. COMCRUPAC. CHESTER. PENSACOLA. SALT LATE CITY. 


CRUDIV 5 will be assigned north pacific force in near future. Pre¬ 
paration ships for this service is to be Initiated immediately. 
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25 0425 CINCPAC ADVANCE to CQIJHiI3SPAC info C0M5THFLEST . 

Your 240650 seaplane operations during OLYMPIC will be conducted 
in KOSHIKt and ARIAKE WAN AREAS as determined by C0M5THFLEET. Concur 
in desirability of establishment of tender based seaplane operating area 
adjacent to other naval activities. Final determination of site upon 
recommendations of commanders concerned. 

25 0904 CINCPAC ADVANCE to COMINCH info CINCAFPAC. COMGEN USASTAF . 

Your 241824 (V 273). Strongly urge that decision be reached as to 
areas in which Pacific Fleet will control and be responsible for safety 
of shipping (including such part of the sea route from the United States 
to Russia through the SEA of OKHOTSK as may be a U.S. Pacific Fleet 
responsibility) and that RUSSIAN submarines be excluded from that area. 
Difficulties of communications, language and unaccustomed recognition 
procedures malt it extremely inadvisable permit RUSSIAN submarines 
operate in areas where United States ships and aircraft are escorting 
shipping. 

Para. The boundary proposed for United States submarines is satis¬ 
factory. 

Para. It is recommended that since the ports railroads and rivers 
listed in paragraph C of V 273 as the Air Force boundary are themselves 
centers of target concentrations they be assigned definitely to the 
United States or RUSSIA in all cases. 

25 0907 CINCPAC ADVANCE to C0M5THFLEET info C0M7THFLE3T. COMFHIBSPAC. CINCPAC PEARL 

CINCAFPAC APO. COMSERVPAC. 

Your 240358 and 222354. It is expected that CQMSERVDIV 103, Como. 
Hartley will be responsible for other logistic activities in the ob¬ 
jective area as well as for repairs and salvage as indicated in ray 
220410. Captain Curtis will be assigned to his staff. He will be 
assigned the CAMPBELL (CGC-AGC) as flagship and with adequate assistants 
to permit him to discharge these duties. It is expected that he will 
remain in the area as COMSERVDIV 103. As such he will be tinder the op¬ 
erational control of COltfTHFLEET after departureof C0M5THFLEET. The 
Army Pub Area petroleum officer may accompany Commodore Hartley or Admiral 
Turner as arranged by the latter. The assignment of the SPENCER (CGC) 
and INGHAM (CGC) will be determined later. 

25 1009 CINCAFPAC to WAROOS info CINCPAC. COMGEN USASTAF . 

CREGO. 28231. 

Concur with Joint Chiefs of Staff V-273 24th. 

25 1011 CINCAFPAC to CINCPAC ADVANCE info V. ARGOS. CINCPAC PEARL, COMGEN 10. 

1SC0M OKINAWA. COMGENAFMIDPAC■ cOMffiMAFWESPAp. 

CX-28232. , , 

Reference memorandum for record, dated 23 July 1945, relating to 
RYUKYUS signed by Major General Chamberlin and Rear Admiral Sherman, 
approved by CINCAFPAC with the word '‘Administrative" changed to "Operation¬ 
al" on page 2, para 3A(l)(A)l. CINCPAC ADV in his 240317/z (GCi) has 
approved memorandum. ^ ^ Q 0 












25 1431 CINCAFPAC to CINCPAC ADVANCE info V.' ARGOS, U5ASTAF. CINCPAC PEARL. COMGEN- 
AAFPOA. AFIQDPAC. COMGW.7AF . 

GX-28307. 

Subject is JAVAMAN project reference VJX 33621 and COMINCH 221915/Z 
(GCT) and 221921/Z. Request your concurrence in proposed operational 
project now assigned to FEAF for execution. Target date later to be 
determined will precede OLYMPIC target date. 

12 2336 WARCOS to CINCAFPAC info COMGENAFMIDPAC - COMGENAFMIDPAC PASSED TO 
CINCPOA BOTH HEADQ.U ARTERS . 

WARX 3H08. 

A study is now undergoing priority consideration wherein ATC 
facilities (.Aircraft crews and maintenance personnel) of the Atlantic 
be moved to Pacific beginning in August. 

Para. New grand totals 4 engine transport aircraft to be in the Pa¬ 
cific under this study will be: 373 in August, 375 in September, 399 in 
October, 453 in November, 537 in December, 600 in January, 655 in February, 
707 in Biarch. 

Para. 2 plans being considered. Plan 1 is to base majority of 
ATC HAWAII with personnel fed to that point by water transportation. Plan 
2 is through movement by air from West Coast. Ultimate destination to be 
PHILIPPINES, LEYTE or MANILA or both. 

Para. Shipping implications and comparison of net Pacific gain 
against new Atlantic loss will be resolved here. 

Para. Needed without delay is estimate of theaters ability to: 

Para. A. Receive via air total 7600 personnel in August, 18000 in Sept, 
28000 in October, 39000 in November, 46000 in December, 55000 in 
January, 61000 in February, and 67000 in Marcji. 

Para. B. Provide holding area in Hawaiian department to accommodate 12500* 
Para. C. Provide accomodations for greatly increased permanent personnel 
at HICKAM. (Asstiming plan 1 above is accepted) 

Para. D. Provide terminal facilities in PHILIPPINES and assume full 

responsibility for passengers upon landing, to include necessary 
ground transportation. 

Para. E. Provide storage and disbursing facilities for ATC total POL 
requirements of 41000 short tons in August building up to 115000 

in March. 

Para. F. Provide service forces to support such increase. 

Para. Directly related and in amplification this problem is radio 
DTG 111817 of 11 July 45 (dispatched via Navy channels). 

Para. For COMGENMIDPAC only. This is ATC augmentation message to 
be brought to attention of Colonel Hobson, OPD, now TD in Pacific which 
was subject of earlier communication. Hobson to extend TD 1A Hawaii and 
ari'ange TWX with WD for further details of necessary. Extreme size of 
backlog on West Coast forseen between new and Biarch 1946 is causing 
great concern here. 

25 2104 nriMTNCH AND CNO to CINCRAC ADVANCE HQTRS . 

Ur 240636. Copies of JCS 659/1 and 659/3 being forwarded airmail. 

No subsequent JCS action modifies paragraph* 3 of 659/1 which states 
"operational control of Air Sea Rescue activities and facilities is a 
responsibility of theater or area commanders". 
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25 2256 COMGENUSASTAF to JEBG(POTSDAM. GERMANY) info CINCAFPAC. CINCPAC. 

Concur with Joint Chiefs of Staff V-273, 20-4th. Recommend that 
targets lying along outlined air boundary be assigned to either RUSSIANS 
or United States. 

26 0149 CINCPOA ADVANCE to COMGEN TEN info COMINCH AND CNO. CINCAFPAC. CTF 95. 

COMGSNAFMIDPAC. C01.DT NOB OKINAWA. COMGENAF.VESPAC. COM3RDFLT. ISCOM 

OKINAWA. COMGEN USASTAF. C0M5THFLT. C0M7THFIT . 

Effective 1200 I (-9) 31 July report to CINCAFPAC with all United 
States Army Forces under your command. At that time control of United 
States held positions in the RTUKYUS will be governed by JCS 181409 July 
and memorandum for record dated 23rd July as approved by CINCPAC 240317 
and CINCAFPAC CX 28232 (DTG 251011). 

26 0150 CINCPAC ADVANCE to CINCAFPAC info COMGEN TEN. ISCOM OKINAWA. COMGENAFMIDPAC 

COMGSNAF.VESPAC. HQUSSOS SWPA . 

Your 250847 concur. Copies of memorandum distributed to naval 
service will have change incorporated. 

26 1225 CINCPAC ADV HQ to COMNORPAC. CINCPOA PEARL HQ . 

TOP SECRET . Corainch & CNO 251750 request your comment and recommen¬ 
dations as suggestions as to how CINCPOA should exercise control. 

Expedite reply. 

26 1514 gXSS^^^Jg^U RITY CO NTROL (MARSHALL). CINCAFPAC, Info CINCPAC ADV 

TOP SECRET . WARX 38701 Following for your information in jhmpiemen- 
tation planning PASTEL. (A) Chinese underground SHANGHAI presently 
under United States control. Includes important empl oyers and labor, 
steamer lines, street railways, harbor activities, public utilities 
plus 15,000 coastal pirates. (B) ComNavGroup CHINA on 14 July proposed 
beginning training within 6 weeks 150u key SHANGHAI personnel for 
intelligence sabotage Jap installations and protection of port against 
Jap sabotage. (C) C01HNCH concurring directs ComNavGroup CHINA that it 
be "accomplished at expense of your other obligations unless it has 
sufficient importance to ComGen USPCT to carry increase in theater 
ceilings on personnel and freight in order to meet a target date for 
completion, wnich date is a matter for his decision" Evaluation 
follows, (a) Sequence of actions if taken and date set by ComGen 
USFCT will bear on enemy estimate PASTEL. (B) Assistance provided by 
CINCAFPAC or CINCPAC to above projects will accelerate and augment 
appearance your GIQJBMAVTS SHANGHAI area in accordance PASTEL. (C) 

May be possible to relate pirate activities to those of TF 95 in opera¬ 
tions EAST CHINA SEA. Radio traffic between GUAM and HOCHWAN could 
support this relation. (D) If attention SHANGHAI area maintained or 
exaggerated after X-55 per PASTEL special means implementation by Joint 
Security Control must be coordinated appropriately. 
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27 1000 JOINT CHIEFS OF STAFF TO CINCAFPAC (MACARTHUR). CIHCPAC (NTMTTZ) USSTAFPAC 

fsPAATZ). ASMR. 

for U. S. aircraft to attack targets or make reconnaissance flights north 
of the boundary line coordination would be effected by local liaison and 
within 24 hours after application. It was further agreed that position 
of the line would be reconsidered if communications proved too slow to 
effect prompt coordination. 

Para 4th Question- Does the Soviet High Command agree to the proposal 
for the immediate establishment of operational coordination and liaison 
as proposed by the U. S. Chiefs of Staff in the letter sent by the Com¬ 
manding General, U. S. Military Mission, to General Antonov on 5 July 1945? 

Para 4th Answer- The Soviet Command agrees that beginning with Military 
Operations of the Soviet Union against JAPAN, to establish liaison groups 
between the American and Soviet commanders in the Far East. To accomplish 
this liaison it is suggested that there be Soviet Joint Chiefs of Staff 
liaison groups with General MacArthur, with Admiral Nimitz, and in addition 
in Washington, to have a Soviet Military Mission. 

Para. American Liaison Groups will be located with the Soviet High 
Commander in the FAR EAST, MARSHALL VASSILIEVSKI, in KHABAROVSK, and with 
the Commander of the Soviet Pacific Fleet, Admiral Yemashev in VALADIVOSTOK. 

Para. The Soviet Command is ready to accept the Radio-Teletype equij>- 
ment for installation at the indicated points. 

Para Action- Agreed with the understanding that Liaison would be 
effected by the commanders in the field without reference to WASHINGTON 
and MOSCOW. 

Para 5th Question- it is assumed that, after D-Day, Soviet or U. S. 
air and naval craft in emergencies will have access to the nearest Soviet 
or U. S. ports or airfields where they may obtain repairs, servicing, 
medical care and otherwise be assisted in making a speedy return to combat. 
Although in extreme emergency the nearest friendly facility would be sought, 
it is considered desirable to designate certain ports, airfields or areas 
where maximum facilities would be available. 'Will the Soviet Government 
designate such ports, airfields or areas furnishing information necessary 
for proper location, identification and approach together with information 
on recognition signals, corridors of approach and exit for general use in 
any emergency, landing or coastal approach? The United States is prepared 
to take corresponding action in the case of Soviet Aircraft'. 

Para 5th Answer- The Soviet Command agrees to select ports and 
airfields for ships and planes in need of repairs and to make available, as 
far as possible, repair facilities and medical assistance to the personnel 
of the above mentioned ships and planes. 

Para. For the purpose we can designate: 

SubPara (A) Naval ports: in the Japanese SEA, port NAHODKA (American 

Strati): in the OKHOTSK and BERING SEA REGIONS-NIKOLAEVSK, on the 

AMUR, and PETROPAVLOVSK, on KAMCHATKA. 

SubPara (b) Airfields: in the region of VLADIVOSTOK, in the region of 

ALEXANDROVSK on SAKHAUN ISLAND and in the region of PETROPAVLOVSK on 

KAMCHATKA. 

Para Action - Agreed with the understanding that the method of iden¬ 
tification of damaged aircraft arriving at Soviet fields would be establi¬ 
shed by the Commanders in the Field. 

26 1559 C0MGENAIR(POTSDAM) to CQMGEN USASTAF info CINCAFPAC. CIHCPAC. AGWAR FOR 

CASAHL. 
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26 1559 CQMGENAIRf POTSDAM) to COUGIN UGASTAF info CINCAFfAC. CINCPAC, AOMR FCB 

CASAIR . 

Victory 343 BG 400 

In connection with planning for program in event of a Japanese 
cpaitulatio'n it is planned to implement fully the B-29 program as new 
scheduled, the units to be deployed as early as practicable. You should 
prepare for rearrangement of the deploymeht so as to deploy the 40 B-29 
groups in OKINAWA, PHILIPPINES, MARIANAS and for 2 groups in the AIEUTIANS, 

26 1951 CNO to COMtfSSSEAFRON info COMNORPAC. COM 13. COM 17. CINCPAC BOTH HQ, 

Desire that you expedite lend lease transfer preparation of vessels 
scheduled for MILEPOST and that you sail them to cold bay as early as 
practicable maintaining satisfactory standards as regards readiness for 
transfer. Advise COMENCH and CNO and info addressees of revised estimated 
date arrival COLD BAY all ships which have not yet departed SEATTLE. 

A.ction being taken to advance date of arrival SEATTLE remaining vessels 
not yet available to you. 

26 2020 COMINCH to CINCPAC ADVANCE info CINCPAC PEARL. CINCLANT. COM 13. CCMYESSEA- 

FRON. CONNORPAC. COM NAVDET FT RANDALL. COHPASEAFRON. 

Expedite movement and delivery vessels scheduled for transfer under 
MILEPOST anticipating arrival and transfer dates as much as practicable. 
Advise interested adees new arrival dates when known. 

27 0019 CINCPOA PEARL to CINCFOA ADVANCE . 

propsed station if placed in ATTU would be no closer to the population 
center of objective area than is OWI SAIPAN. Interrogation of PJS has so 
far failed to indicate any general knowledge of operation of propaganda 
stations of OWI. FWB has been unable to detect any difference between 
the OWI and OSS programs except the pretense of OSS that it comes from 
a Japanese source. Control of the station could be exercised only by 
assignment of FWB indoctrinated control officer with freedom of communicatioi 
with CINCPOA staff. Conclude that station is unessential and recommend 
that it not be authorized. This refers to your 261225. 

27 0250 CINCPOA ADVANCE to UCMINCH. UNO. UlNCAFPAC. 

CINCPAC has no techincal data in connection with the JAVAMAN project, 
however from his general knowledge and based on Pacific Fleet experience 
with similar projects he is doubtful of the value of the project wnen 
measured in terms of the naval support eventually required to place the 
boats in the desired location. CINCPAC requests as complete information 
as possible on this project and especially as to naval personnel ships or 
boats that may be required and how it is proposed to move the boats from 
OKINAWA to destination. 

Para. If it is decided to carry out the project it is recommended that 
CINCAFPAC assign a site on ‘OKINAWA and provide the resources required. 
CINCPAC will provide such material as they Army cannot provide to the extent 
to which such material is available from naval sources and excess to project 
of higher priority. 041-1 












27 0253 0INCP0A ADVANCE to COMTNCH info CINCAFPAC. COMGENFOA. CINCPOA PEARL HQ . 


In order to facilitate economy in use of personnel and resources and in 
view vastly improved strategic situation it is recommended that the category 
of defense in the main islands of the Hawaiian Group be reduced to catogory 
A and that in view of his continuing responsibilities as area commander 
CINCFOA be authorized to determine the degree of implementation required 
with respect to fighter protection, anti-aircraft readiness, mobile combat 
troops and harbor defenses. 

Para. It is also pertinent at this time to consider the necessity for 
retention of the powers conferred on the Military Commander of the Territory 
of Hawaii by executive order 9489 of 24 October 1944* Lieut. General 
Richardson CCMGKMPOA considers that they should be retained. Having over¬ 
all responsibility for the security and safety of the territory of Hawaii 
as well as other parts of the Pacific Ocean Areas, I feel that the state 
of the war is now such that continuation of the powers vested in Military 
authority by that order is no longer justified and according recommend 
that it be suspended or revoked. 

27 0800 COMGENCKEHA to CINCPAC info C0M7THFLT. CINCAFPAC. COHGEHTACHCHINA. COMGEN- 
SOSCHINA. WARCQS . 

CFBX 1303. 

For planning purposes preliminaiy to impending visit CHINA THEATER party 
the following is offered for your consideration and comment. 

1. The purpose of the FORT BAYARD operation is to open a sea suppjy route 
to a temporary base in CHINA, augmenting hump tonnage, to assist in 
supporting further operations to the maximum extent possible. 

2. The FORT BAYARD area has the functions of furnishing a port for un¬ 

loading and airstrips for distributing car 0. Intelligence information 
at hand and a study of aerial photo raphy indicates that these facili¬ 
ties are neither ideal nor immediately available. The airstrip will neec 
matting and possibly rebuilding of subgrade, the beaches in the river 
are wide mud banks diying at low tide and ship berths appear desirable 
to handle the required tonnage, the hydrography is far from ideal and 
pilots may be recruired for river navigation, present indications appear 
to dictate a limited draft of ships to 19 feet although the 1st 3 ships 
are loaded to 22 feet and must cross the bar at hi^i tide. FORT BAYARD 
as a port, despite difficulties, is most desirable as a step toward 
Interoperations. n fbeinG- 

3. As an alternate operation, or as/a preliminary phase of opening FORT 
BAYARD, WEIRHCW ISLAND PRN/1090 &SGR6BBIGRBAQBX FHRTASLP IHNRWSQBTOTJHG 
considered. This island is now in Chinese hands and the abandoned run- 
strip apoears easy to reconstruct and lengthen. The harbor appears 
suitable to anchor AKs fully loaded. The sandy beach in the harbor 
appears useable for all types of landing craft at all tides. 

4. Aircover entirely adequate for either operation will be furnished from 
a field now in our hands at PAKH0I (109-04 21-29). Preliminary plans 
envisage using 4 P-38 planes giving continuous convoy cover 100 miles 
west of the 114 meridian. If convoy arrives at 114 meridian at night 
fall this should provide daylight cover west of the 114. 
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27 0800 COMGEKCHINA to CINCPAC -info UOMyTHFI EFT. P.TNCAFPAC. CCMGENTACHIN A, GOunRAL. 

SOSCHINA. WARCCS .' -- 


5. 


6 . 


7. 


8 . 


9. 


There is reported a considerable number of enemy troops in INDO CHINA 
and 10 HAINAN ISLAND with minor enemy naval installations. In order 
to interdict the movement of these troops by water and to protect 
the port area it is believed that a squadron of PT boats would be 
extremely valuable. 

The plan involving use of the island could be put into effect almost 
immediately, after bot£> PAKHOI and WEICHCW are in our control. Enemy 
resistance may delay occupation of LUICHGW PENINSULA and it is desirable 
that time be allowed in the PORT BAYARD OPERATION after occupation to 
survey the river, install navigational aids and unloading facilities 
before AKS are called up. Our thought is that WEICHOW would be used 
to accept shipping if LUICHOW is not secured by 20 August and shift 
thereafter made as soon as possible to PORT BAYARD. 


For the YIEICHCW operation it is assumed that the convoys would proceed 
south CE HAINAN ISLAND, intelligence sources do not indicate that there 
are any minefields in TONKING GULA, however HAINAN STRAIT was once 
reportedly mined. The mines in this strait are reported to have broken 
loose and carried into TONKIN GULF. There has been no friendly mining 
since May 1944 at which time HAIPHONG HARBOR area had 90 day mines laid 
by the 14th Air Force. 

Request your consideration to furnishging a naval command to assist in 
the operation and to be responsible for the following: 

A. To provide required surface convoy protection and minesweeping. 

Assume the responsibility of channel and harbor surveying, install¬ 
ing navigational aids and piloting to anchorage area. cti/0 lN ^ 

__i • x-- *V 1 V'J&i 


B. 

C. 


am-.L-airur«u.T,,y. eea*s. e%^t-vomc 

D. Furnishing qualified personnel and equipment for functioning of 
port director in the harbor including maintenance of all landing 
and other craft. 

E. Provide the necessary command and auxiliary units including house¬ 
keeping with 30 days consumables for naval personnel in the area 
and shipping to move personnel and equipment supplies by the Navy. 

F. Functional components as outlined in our CFB 1007 (Top secret not 
to alii including 1 Stevedore company and 1 water front engineer 
company. These units plus pontoon cells for 2 ship berths are 
considered necessary. Naval engineers requested could install 
docks and erect the other naval facilities outlined. 

G. CHINA ThiiATER will assume responsibility for supply of all class 1, 


OomTi 


3, and coaiaan usage ammunition supplies for naval personnel. 

H. Material and logistical support required for po» operations would 


be responsibility of the naval command. 

Requested are your comments on the above prior to the departure of CHINA 
THEATER representatives for conference at your headquarters. This is 
a planning message only and is not a request or requisition for 
assignment of naval resources. 
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27 2111 COMIMCH AND CNO to sINCPAC ADVANCE HQ . 

Refer CINCPAC/POA serial 000576 of 20 July Para 3. COMINCH approves. 
Equipment and. communication personnel less senior officer of each unit 
to be assembled Seattle DYUJSR report COMINCH temporary duty. Movement 
designator already assigned KBN will be promulgated GM normal manner. 

Order of priority movement personnel as follcws. Radio Techincians. 
Interpreters. Aerological Techinicans. Radiomen. Aerological personnel. 
Target date all personnel and material 25 August. CNO vdll assemble RUSSIAN 
speaking leiason teams Washington prior Target Date. Soviets have agreed 
in principle establishment facilities and are ready to accept material new. 
Items still undertermined are frequencies and detailed arrangement as to 
entry U.S. personnel. Unless otherwise advised assume you will direct 
COMSERVPAC provide all communication equipment and communication personnel. 
For info COMSERVPAC all equipment destined for KHABAROVSK to have shipping 
designated "MOKO" for PETROPAVLOVSK "TEAM" for VLADIVOSTOK "KURT". 

27 1000 JOINT CHIEFS OF STAFF to CINCAFPAC (MCARTHUR). CINCPAC (NB£LTZ). USST AFP AC 

(SPAATZ) AGWAR . 

Victory 371 BG 429 

At terminal the Joint Chiefs of Staff put to the RUSSIANS 5 questions 
which are listed below frith the RUSSIAN answers and the action of the U.S. 
and RUSSIAN Chiefs of Staff thereon. The agreements are to become effective 
upon Soviet entry into the war. Preliminary arrangements in regard to the 
subject matter of the 5 items may be made now. 

Para. 1st Question - has the Soviet High Command received any instructi¬ 
ons regarding the proposal to establish U.S. weather liaison groups in 
PETROPAVLOVSK and KHABAROVSK as presented to GENERALISSIMUS STALIN by 
President Truman on 23 July 1945. 

Para. 1st Answer - The Soviet Command agrees to establish in PETROP¬ 
AVLOVSK and KHABAROVSK radio stations for transmitting weather data in 
accordance with the request made in a letter from President Truman deliver¬ 
ed on 23 July 1945. The Soviet Command is ready to accept and use the 
Radio stations and equipment proposed in that letter for the above purpose. 

Para. As regards the personnel for maintaining and operating the 
stations, we consider it wiser to use Soviet personnel which already has a 
great deal of experience in working with Americal Radio Stations. 

Para. In addition to these 2 stations we shall increase the network 
of local stations in order to give better information on weather. 

Para action — Agreed as above efreept that the radio stations to be 
established in PETROPAVLOVSK and KHABAROVSK are to be manned by U. S. 
Personnel. 

Para 2nd Question — U. S. Naval surface forces will operate without 
restriction in the seas of OKHOTSK and JAPAN. U. S. Submarine forces 
will operate without restriction in the SEAS OF OKHOTSK and JAPAN, south and 
east of a line established by connecting and following points: coast of 
KOREA at 38-00 North, thence to 40-00 north 135-00 east, thence to 45-45 
north 140-00 east, thence along the parallel of 45-45 north. This boundary 
will be subject to later change as the situation may require. U. S. 
submarine operations north and west of this boundary and Soviet operations 
south and east of this boundary will be subject to coordination. Does the 
Soviet General Staff have any suggestions regarding further coordination 

^ Para In^Answer- separate zones of Naval and Air operations are to be 
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27 1000 JOINT CHIEFS OF STAFF TO CINCAFPAC (MCARTHUR). CPICPAC (NBUTZ). USSTAFPAC 

ISPAATZ). AQ7AR. 

set up for the U. S. and the USSR in the SEA OF JAPAN. The boundary 
between these zones will be along the lines connecting CAPE BOLTINA on the 
coast of KOREA to point 2*0-00 north 135-00 east to point 45-45 north 140-00 
east; thence along the parallel 45-45 north to the line connecting CAPE 
CRILLON (K0ND0)( on the southern tip of southern SAKHALIN) with CAPE SOYA 
MISSAKI (SOYASAKlX on the northern tip of HOKKAIDO). 

Para. The USSR naval and air forces'will operate north of this line. 

U.S. Naval and air forces will operate to the south of this line. This 
line shall be the limiting line of operations for surface and submarine 
craft and for aviation. 

Para. Depending upon circumstances in the future, this boundary line 
may be subject to change. 

Para. U. S. Naval and air operations north of this boundary line and 
Soviet Naval and air operations south of this boundary line will be subject 
to coordination. 

Para. In the SEA OF OKHOTSK there shall be a zone of mutual operations 
for the naval and air forces of the U. S. and the Soviet Union. Operations 
in the OKHOTSK SEA vail take place in accordance with mutual agreements. 

Para. In the BERING SEA there shall be a zone of mutual operations 
of our Pacific Fleet and aviation and the United States Fleet and aviation 
bounded on the north, east and south by a line going from CAPE DEZHNEV to 
DIOMEDE ISLAND and thence along the boundary of the territorial waters of 
the USSR and the U. S. to parallel 51-30 north and thence through 50-35 nortfc 
157-00 east; thence to 49 - 50 . north 156-20 east and thence along the parallel 
49-50 north to the 4th KURILE STRAIT. 

Para. The remainder of the BERING SEA as well as bordering regions 
of the Pacific Ocean shall be the zone of operations of the U. S. Fleet. 

Para. Action - Agreed with the understanding that operations by U. S. 
and Soviet Naval and air forces in the SEA OF OKHOTSK and the BERING SEA 
would be coordinated by mutual understanding and cooperation. 

Para 3rd Question - U. S. .Air Forces will operate without restriction 
south and east of the following line: CAPE LOPATKA, west to point at 51-ID 
north 147-00 east, thence to point at 45-45 north, 144-20 east, thence to 
point at 45-45 north 139-30 east, thence to point at 41-20 north 133-20 
east, thence westward to SEISHIN, KOREA, thence north to railroad at KOREAN BORDER 
thence westward along railroad to YUNGKI and CHANGCHUM, thence along the 
river to LIAYUAN, KAGLU and CHINNENG, thence along the railroad through 
TOLUN, PAOCHANGE, WANCHUAN, TATUNG, FENGCHEN, TSINING to KWEISUI, thence 
northwest to the border of outer MONGOLIA. This boundary will be subject 
to later change as the situation may require. U. S. Air operations north 
and west of this boundary and Soviet operations south and east of this 
boundary will be subject to coordination. Does the Soviet General Staff 
have any suggestions regarding further coordination of air operations? 

Para 3 r d -Answer- The boundary line between operational zones of the 
U. S. and Soviet Air Forces in KOREA and MANCHURIA shall be as follows: 

CAPE BOLTINA, CHANGCHUN, LIAOYUAN, KAILU, CHIHNENG, PEKING, TATUNG and 
thence along the southern boundary of IHNER MONGOLIA. _ _ 

Para. U. S. aviation will operate south of this line including all the 
above named points. USSR aviation will operate north of this line. Dep¬ 
ending upon future conditions this line is subject to change. U. S. air 
operations north of this line and Soviet air operations south of this line 
must be coordinated. 

Para Action - Agreed with the understanding that when necessary for 
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28 0108 CINCPOA ADVANCE to CCMAIRPAC. CQM3RDFLT. COMNORPAG. COMSERVPAC. info COMINCH 

COmVESSEAFBON. COMPHIBSPAC. CINCAFPAC. COMCARDIV 23. COMCARDIV 2&1 

Be prepared initiate operations under concept my serial OOO5067 of 26 
May on short notice. Copy will be delivered CCMCARDIVS 23 and 26 at ENIWETOK. 

28 0457 CINCAFPAC to COMGENAFMIDPAC info WARCOS. CINCPOA ADVANCE HQ, . 

CX 28945 

Request that you repress direct to the Chief of Staff with infonnation 
copy here your views regarding Hawaiian defense matters that were raisdd 
in CINCPOA advance dispatch 270253, 

25 0740 COMPHIBSPAC to C0M5THKLT info CINCPAC. CINCAFPAC. CG 6THAHMY. COM 3RD. 5TH. 
7TH PHIBFORS. COMPHIBGRPS 3. 4. 5. 7. 8. 9. 11. 12. 13. 14 . 

Enclosure (A) my seriap 000279 of 18 July. The task of capturing out¬ 
lying islands to south and southwest of KYUSHU for establishment of air 
warning and fighter direction stations is now assigned to the westera attack 
force mounting the 40th Infantry Division, in addition to previously assigned 
tasks. The Southern Attack Force mounting the 158th RCT is assigned the 
tasks of landing on and securing northern TENEGA SH1MA if ordered and of 
reinforcing Elements of the 6th Army ashore as directed. In order to avoid 
confusion with the term "Follow-Up Echelon" which the Army desires used in 
place of "Garrison Echelon", the follow-up force (TF 49) is renamed the 
reinforcement force. In para 11 the reserve force is erroniously termed 
the reserve attack force. 

28 0812 CINCPAC ADVANCE to COMGENCHINA info COMINCH. CINCAFPAC. C0M7THFLT . 

The difficulties inconnection with the FORT BAYARD operation outlined in 
your 270800 appear to be greater than were originally envisaged to a degree 
which promts me to invite attention to the last sentence of my 130228 June. 
From the infonnation now presented it appears that the WEI CHOW .^Project would 
be a preliminary to the FORT BAYARD project and that the total resources 
involved would be greater than could be spared without undue detriment to 
OLYMPIC. It would probably be infeasible to abandon WEI CHOW until long 
after FORT BAYARD is occupied. However, I will of course, be glad to learn 
more about the project and make this comment before our pending conference o 
only because you so request. 

Para. Although a techincal factor which can be adjusted it should be 
noted that while FORT BAYARD borders on the Pacific Ocean areas WEICHOW 
ISLAND and the TONG KING GULF are in the southwest pacific area. 

28 0849 CINCAFPAC to WARCOS info CINCPOA ADVANCE. COMGENAFMIDPAC . 

CX 29008. 

I recommend most strongly the abolition within the U. S. sectors of the 
Pacific theater of the area boundaries. They have long ceased to sefve any 
useful purpose and now seriously complicate the proper strategical and tac¬ 
tical handling of forces in this single theater of operations. They have 
long been ignored as delimiting anything beyond an academic exercise of overs¬ 
ell authority and represent the complete opposite to the serivee unification, 
of command which has now become the operational basis in the theater. 

CINCPOA ADVANCE 270253 refers. 
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28 0835 COMPHIBSPAC to CINCPAC ADVANCE info CINCPAC PEARL. COMGENAFMIDPAC 
PAC. C0MGEN10. CINCAFPAC. C0MDR5 PHIB GRPS ?, 13,!, CSMgr~ 

COMDRS 3. 5. And 7TH PHIBS. CQM7THFLT. COMGENPOA . 


Km** 


COMAFWES- 


Your 112340 not to all. CINCAFPAC, C0MGEN6THARMY and COMPHIBSPAC agree 
on responsibility for loading OLYMPIC forces as follows. C0MGEN6THARMY has 
overall responsibility for loading from SWPA all army troops plus those navy 
and marine troops who will be under 6th Army control at objective. CINCPAC 
has overall responsibility for loading all navy and marine troops from POA 
plus those navy and marine troops from SWPA who will be under CINCPAC control 
at objective. COMGENAFMIDPAC has responsibility for loading all a ray troops 
from POA exclusive of KIUKYUS and willload as arranged with C0MGEN6THARMY. 
COMCENLOTHARMY has responsibility for loading all aray troops both ground 
and air from RYUKYUS and will load as arranged with C0MGEN6THAHMY and COM- 
GENFEAF. CINCAFPAC is amending OLYMPIC operations instructions to include 
COUGENlOtH ARMY responsibility and amending COMGENAFMIDPAC responsibility 
as indicated herein. COMPHIBSPAC has responsibility in loading all assault 
shipping insofar as safe and proper deliver of all assault forces to 
objective beaches is concerned. Joint planning by COMPHIBSPAC and COMGEN— 
6tH ARMY for loading assault forces progressing very satisfactorily. This 
despatch has been agreed to by a.11 concerned. Speed letter in amplification 
follows. 

28 0930 COMPHIBSPAC to COMPHIBSGPS 9.6,13.11.14.7.5.4.3. CQM5THP HIB.C0M7THPHIB. 

COMBATRON 1. CQMESCAEPUR. C0M3RDPHIB info ADCOMPHIBSPAC. CINCPAC/POABCTH HQ . 

CQMSTHELT. COMINPAC . 

Subject is assembly for OLYMPIC. COMPHIBSPAC 240140. C0M5THFLT 250245. 
CINCPAC 260740. Not to all or needed. CINCPAC has approved to the extent 
of operationally practicable, the following plan for assembly except that no 
prior committments of ships will be filtered to meet assembly dates: • A. 

Major units gunfire and covering force assemble LEYTE 10 Se pt. B. ESCARFOR 
LEYTE 15 Sept. C. 3rd Western, and Southern Attack Forces LEYTE 10 AWRH. 

E. 5th Attack Force Marianas, Hawaii and Manila 10 Sept. F. Reserve force 
LEYTE and HAWAII 10 Sept. 

Para. Ships having prior commitments which will delay them will join 
their respective forces as soon after assembly dates as practicable. 

Para. Upon assembly ship movements will be controlled by respective 
force commanders subject to general instructions from higher authority. 

Para. Initial logistics indoctrination and training should be stressed 
in early employment of forces. 

Para. It should be understood that PHIBFOR commanders are responsible 
for assembly and training of ships. 


28 0917 CINCPAC ADVANCE to CCMINCH AND GNU info CINCFOA PEA RL. COMNORPAC. 

Northern HONSHU and HOKKAIDO are within directed beam of OWI SAIPAN 
station. Proposed station in ALEUTIANS would be no closer to population 
center of objective area than is SAIPAN, four 251750* Anticipate increased 
communication activity ALEUTIAN and consequent need for present and possibly 
additional facilities there. For these reasons plus uncertainly as to how 
BROAD AXE/PASTEL could be supported thereby consider establishment OSS/OWI 
broadcast from ALEUTIANS undesirable. 
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29 0209 CINCBPF to CINCPAD ADY HQ . 


For BPFLG. It is intended to discuss the following subjects at GUAM 
during visit of Commander in Chief. 

Para. 1. The inclusion of CVL'S as a group in tactical cooperation 
with CV'S. 

Para. 2. How British Task Groups will be required to operate in 
October onwards including the scale of effort. 

Para. 3. Long term requirements of British Task Groups. 

Para. 4* Facilities at ENIWETOK as a result of report from TINE 
CINCPAC ADV HQ 070415 refers. 

Para. 5» Routing policy. Ity 200819 refers. 

Para. 6. Relief for late commander GGVETT your 230915 refers. 

29 0525 CINCPAC ADVANCE to COMSERVPAC. COMNOBPAC. COM MARIANAS info COMWESSEAFBON. 

COMINCH. CINCPAC PEARL. CCM3RDFLEET. CCMAIRPAC . 

Take appropriate action accordance COMINCH AND CNO 272111 passed you 
separately keeping CINCPAC advised. C0MSEH7PAC request from CNO such 
personnel and material required and not presently available for this 
utilization. CNO hereby requested advise CINCPAC of all action taken to 
implement. 

30 0237 C0M7THrLEET to CINCPAC ADVANCE HQ . 

SHEHmAN TO MCmOHKIS UNLI . 

Cordi all y received. Had long and very amicable conference with General 
MacArthur. He accedes to naval features and to naval and air show of force 
as soon as fighting stops. He considers it unwise to risk landing marines 
or seizing airfields until troops arrive in strength. He had the Joint 
Chiefs of Staff message but did not consider it a directive and has asked 
for one. 

Para. Unless I receive other instructions I will adjust plans to make 
all early landings contingent operations with timing to be determined 
later and will if requested make 3 MarDivs available to Army for JAPAN be¬ 
cause it appears impossible for Army to move sufficient divisions rapidly 
without some marines. 

Para. The foregoing concessions will permit reaching an agreement 
unless unforseen demands are made. His plans are being made and ours will 
be expanded to cover KOREA and CHINA insofar as troop allocations are 
concerned. 

30 1306 CINCPAC ADVANCE HQ to C0M7THFLEET . 

MCMORRIS TO SHERMAN ONLY . 

Do not concur that landing of marines or occupying airfields must be 
deferred until troops land in strength. No commitment of that nature is 
to be made as such action is likely to be necessary in order to exercise 
essential control. The naval officer on the spot must be free to act 
expeditiously to cope with any existing situation. Trust your skill and 
judgement to avoid this question becoming an issue in current discussions. 

Para. 2nd Para your 300237 not entirely clear. It is interpreted to 
mean that landing operations by naval forces will be contingent upon the 
situation which exists when naval forces arrive in Japanese ports and 
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30 1306 CINCPAC ADVANCE to C0M7THFLEBT (Cont'd) 

MCMORHIS TO SHERMAN (Gont'd) 

developments which immediately follow with the time of any such landing 
if made to be determined by events as they unfold. If this interpretation 
is correct then concur othervd.se need amplification. 

Para. In view prospective requirements for marines elsewhere it 
appears here that no more should be committed in JAPAN proper than is 
essential for early stages of occupation. Some will doubtless be re¬ 
quired initially. You are authorized to make up to 3 divisions available 
for early and rapid movement into JAPAN, if your discussions there 
indicate advisability of so doing. 

Para. Having in mind that JCS may issue subsequent directives giving 
CINCPAC a free hand until CINCAFPAC arrives in JAPAN with his forces any 
agreements or understanding you make should carry a proviso for revision 
of any part that might prove to be inconsistent with any later directive 
issued by JCS. 

31 0900 muttKWflHTNA to CINCPAC ADVANCE info WABGOS. COMINCH, CINCAFPAC. C0M7THFLT. 

COMGENCHINATACT. COMGENCCCCT. COMGEHSQS. 

CFBX 2231 

Difficulties in connection with operations against LIUCHCW PENINSULA 
is subject your 281202Z GUAM refers. Difficulties of PORT BAYARD operation 
are no more serious than initially envisaged. Our CFBX 1803 was for 
planning purposes and information only. Hie operation will be undertaken 
with resources available or being made available to this theater. This 
headquarters if fully in sympathy with presently projected strategy and 
will not expect equipment or resources which would in any way jeopradize 
OLYMPIC. 

Para. WEICHUW ISLAND is an alternate operation. It will only be 
undertaken if Japs prove unexpectedly stubborn in BAYARD AREA and it 
becomes apparent that as a result there will be a protracted delay in 
securing that port. This headquarters sincerely appreciates your 
interest in theaters operations. 

30 2029 COMINCH AND CNO to CINCPAC ADVANCE HQ . 

Project as outlined in your 120446 has been approved by Soviets and 
action initiated. CNO will provide all material and personnel required 
for the establishment of the SIBERIAN facilities. Additions to and 
revisions of this project brought about by CINCPAC/POA serial 0005762 
of 20 July and my 272111 have not yet been submitted to Soviets and are 
to be considered separately. Advise COMSERVPAC to take no further action. 

31 0810 CINCPOA ADVANCE to SCMSERVPAC info CINCPAC PEARL H£ . 

Comply with directive to COUSERVPAC in last sentence COMINCH 
302029 passed you separately. See CINCPAC 120446 passed you. 
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31 1509 CINCAFPAC to CINCPAC ADVANCE info CQMGEN FEAF ADVON. 


CQMGEN FEAF. 





CX 29846. 

Not specifically included in Marine Air Units available operational 
control CINCAFPAC (reference memorandum for record GUAM conference 21-23 
July) is headquarters 2 Marine Air Wing which normally control as integrated 
force all RYUKfUS Marine Air Defense units. ’Without above Headquarters 
these units would operate directly under headquarters 7th Air Force OKINAWA* 
lour intentions regarding operational control headquarters 2nd Marine Air 
Wing requested. Pending instructions COMAF 7 exercises operational control 
Marine Air Defense units through 2 nd Marine Air Wing Headquarters. 


01 1310 COMINCH AND UNO to CINCPAC ADVANCE HQ . 


The Combined Chiefs of Staff have agreed in principle that that part 
of the southwest pacific area lying south of the boundary described below 
shall pass from U.S. to British Command as soon as possible. The British 
Chiefs of Staff have undertaken to obtain the agreements of the Australian, 
New Zealand and Dutch governments to these proposals and to investigate 
and report the earliest practicable date on which the transfer can be 
effected. ’’Beginning on the coast of INDO CHINA at 16 degrees north; 
thence to intersect at 07-40 north latitude 116-00 east longitude, the 
boundary between the Commonwealth of the Philippine Islands and British 
North BORNEO; thence along the 1939 boundary line of the Philippines to 
latitude 05-00 north longitude 127-00 east; thence east to 05-00 north 
130-00 east; thence south to the equator; thence east to 140-00 east; 
thence generally southeast to 02-20 south 146-00 east; thence east to 
02-20 south 159-00 east; thence south". What are your views concerning 
the disposition of EMIRAU which lies north of this British area of 
responsibility. 

02 0311 CINCAFPAC to CINCPAC ADVANCE HQ info C0MGENU3ASTAF. WARCOS. COMGENFEAF . 


cx 30115. 

Agreements for coordination of air operations, signed by Sherman, 
C hamb erlin and Lindsay, dated 1 August 1945 > approved with following 
change in sub paragraphs 1 A and B, X Ray minus 7 should beXRay minus 
8. Copies for local distribution will be changed. 

02 0547 CCM7THFLT to CPUS UBS 7THFLT. COMPHUSEAFRON info COMINCH AND CNO. 

CINCPAC BOTH HQ. ALL TFC AND TGC 7THFLEET . 

Effective 15 August 1945 COMSUBS 7THFLEET will direct Commander Sub- 
Marines Advance Base: A. Navy 3002. And Navy recuperation Camp. Navy 
3002. To report to COMFHILSEAFRON for matters pertaining to defense. 
Maintenance and construction. The operational and administrative control 
will remain with Commander Submarines 7th Fleet. The intent of this 
directive is to establish a command relationship between COMFHILSEAFRON 
and COMSUBS 7THFLEET analagous to that outlined in general order number 21. 


AUGUST 
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02 0710 CINCPOA ADVANCE to COMSERVPAC. CUMGENPOA, COMGENFMFPAC info CINCAFPAC, 

COMGEN 10TH ARMY. COMMARIANAS, CINCPOA PEARL HQ. 

Cancel CINCPOA PEARL 110149. 

Para. 1. Former ICERBEG reserve now redesignated Marianas OLYMPIC 
reserve. Action addressees will reconstitute this reserve by 15 October 
with sane items ard quantities as originally prescribed for ICEBERG and 
will maintain same at prescribed levels until ordered discontinued by 
CINCPOA. Effective 15 October and weekly thereafter action addressees 
will notify CINCPOA info COMMARIANAS of any existing deficiencies and 
estimated date of replenishment. Negative reports are desired. 

Para. 2. COMPHIBSPAC or COMGEN 6TH ARMY will forward all requests 
for supplies from the Marianas OLYMPIC reserve direct to COMMARIANAS 
for release. COMMA!!ANAS will coordinate shipments. Action adees or 
their designated representatives will make available for shipment those 
supplies requested which are in the Marianas OLYMPIC reserve. 

Part. 3. Ftoiergency supplies for the RYUKYUS or other areas will be 
filled from regular stocks of normal supply agencies. Marianas OLYMPIC 
reserve shall not be considered a source of such emergency supply unless 
replenishment of the reserve can be effected by 15 October. COMGEN POA 
200425 not to or needed by all refers. 

02 10 36 CINCPAC ADVANCE HQ to COMGHDFLT. CTF 94. CTF 95. info CTF 38. CCMFA1BWING 1 
COMFAIMING 18. COMGEN USASTAF . 

% 

A special operation will be conducted by the 509th Bomb Group on 
4 or 5 August at a time to be announced later. No ship or aircraft of the 
Pacific Fleet will come within 50 miles of NAGASAKI, KOKUHA, or HIROSHIMA 
frcm 4 hours before to 6 hours after the announced time. Acknowledge. 

02 1429 CINCPAC ADVANCE to COMINCH . 

CINCBPF 290254 and 290209. Am 1 correct in assuming that all combat 
units of British Pacific Fleet will be at my disposal during OLYMPIC 
including preparatory phases, if so assume you will have no objections 
to proposals of reference. In view early arrival CINCBPF in GUAM for 
discussions various matters request reply your earliest convenience. 

31 1338 CINCPOA ADVANCE to COMGENPOA info CINCPOA PEARL HQ . 

In accordance with para 3 of recommendations made by representatives 
of CINCAFPAC, CCMGEN20THAF and CINCPOA at the inter-theater mapping con¬ 
ference held at Pearl 25-29 May which has subsequently been approved by 
qll commanders of theatres involved and the JCS it is requested that . 
operational direction of the 64th and 30th Engineer Topographic Battalions 
and attached units be returned to CINCPOA on or about 31 July. Out¬ 
standing requisitions from AFPAC will be completed on the terms of present 
arrangement s. 
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31 0756 COM7THFLT to COMSERV7THFLT. CCHAIR7THPLT info CHO. COKINCH. CPICPAC/POA 
BOTH HQ. CINCAFPAC. CQMSERVPAC. --1X TF AMD TG CCMDRS 7THFLEET. & CSWPSF . 

Effective 15 August 1945 there is hereby established tinder Commander 
7th Fleet the command U. S. Naval forces AUSTRALIA-NEW GUINEA. TF 70. 

TVhich will include all U.S. Naval Bases and shore facilities and Naval 
Air and Seaplane bases in S'.YPA outside the Philippines except MANUS. The 
name of the Commander U.S. Navy for AUSTRALIA-NEW GUINEA, CTF 79, and the 
location of his headquarters will be announced. 

Para. C0MSERV7THFLT and C0MAIR7THFLT respectively will direct the 
commanders of all U.S. Naval Shore, air and seaplane facilities within the 
Area delineated to report to Com U.S. Nav for AUSTRALIA-NEW GUINEA for 
operational and administrative control. Units decommissioned but not 
yet moved forward are to be included. 

Para. Com U.S. Nav for AUSTRALIA-NEW GUINEA will be responsible for: 

A. Logistic support as practicable for Pac Fleet and allied Navql 
Forces, units in his area. 

B. Expeditious roll up and staging of U.S. Naval personnel and equipment 
scheduled for forward movement. 

C. Orderly transfer of excess material and of facilities or equipment 
duly authorized to be taken over by other allied services. 

Para. C0MSERV7TH as COKSERON 7 will continue to provide logistic 
support for U.S. Nav for AUSTRALIA-NEW GUINEA and to schedule and provide 
shipping for roll up. New Subject. COMSERVFOR 7THFLT, COMSERON 7, will 
retain responsibility for operation. Administration and defense of MANUS 
pending further decision on Para D of CINCPAC 130751 not to or needed by 
all. 


31 1349 COMGENAIR to CINCPAC ADVANCE. DEPCOH 20TH AF info OHQ SvVPA . 


WARX 41360. 

In connection with terminal VICTORY 343 of 26 July, the following 
information received from ALASKA DEPARTMENT is submitted for your info: 

A year round port operation at AMCHITKA practicable and adequate. B. Capa¬ 
city avgas AMCHITKA 1,510,000 gallson existing. C. Capacity hardstands 
total 150 very heavy bomber AMCHITKA, length of longest runway 10,000 feet, 
2 additional runways 5,000 feet each. D. Available for very heavy bomber 
deployment is tenthousing. Some prefabricated tent frames and necessary 
tentage are available. Material for mobilization type construction is 
available in theatre but additional labor will be required. 

Para. In event it becomes necessary to deploy a very heavy bomber 
force in North Pacific Area, it is believed that AMCHITKA is the most 
suitable location. COMGEN ALASKAN DEPARTMENT is being advised of the 
contemplated strength and composition of force for planning purposes. 


31 1351 CINCPAC ADVANCE to COMGENFMFPAC info MARCORPS. CINCPAC PEARL . 


UrDis 280119 not to all or needed. Target date for the next major 
operation for which the 3rd Phib Corps is scheduled is 1 March and readi¬ 
ness datefor this operation may be set by FMF PAC accordingly however due 
to the general world situayion with which you are familiar and in order 
to take advantage of a surrender or collapse of the Japanese Elnpire FMF 
units should be prepared for occupation duty which might well include 


active combat with readiness dates as follows: , , 

(1) 5th PHIBCORPS units ready now. (2) 4th MarDiv reinforced ready by 
1 Sept. (3) 3d PHIBCORPS units (less 4thMarDiv) by 1 October. 349 ° 










JULY - AUGUST (GOT) 


30 1523 CPIBPAC ADVANCE to CQMINCH AMD CNO ADMIN info COMSUBPAC . 

Yovir 201819. Am reducing U.S. Submarines 7th Fleet to 2 squadrons 
totalling 24 submarines. Plan further reduction to 1 squadron after 
British Command area is formed provided enemy cruisers SINGAPORE are 
immobilized at that time. Estimate life guard requirements only after 

1 September 1945. 

30 2320 RICHARDSON to V7AR00S info CDICAFPAC - AFMIDPAC PASSES TO CINCPAC BOTH HQ . 

RJ 67045. 

Here reference is made to CINCAFPAC radio CX 28945 dated 28 July 1945. 
to COMGENAFI.HDPAC with info to WARCOS and CINCPOA advance. The subject 
matters under discussion are indicated in CINCPOA dispatch 270253Z (GCT) 

July 1945 to COMINCH. At this point it is especially desirable to invite 
attention to the fact that CINCPOA dispatch referred to abovetreats and 
relates 2 distinct subjects which actually are unrelated, namely: (1) the 
category of defense for the Hawaiian Group, which is prescribed by the 
JCS; and (2) executive order No. 9489 of the 24th of October 1944, prescribe! 
by the President directing the secretary of War to appoint the Commanding 
General, Pacific Ocean Areas Military commander for the territory of HAWAII. 

Para. I vail express my views on these 2 subjects in 2 parts in the 
order listed. 

Para. Part 1. Category of defense period under present directives of 
the JCS HAWAII is under category of defense "B" modified, which provides 
for fighter protection, consisting of a Group of day fighters of 3 sqs and 

2 night fighter flights; 5 battalions of guna (anti-aircraft); 5 battalions 
of anti-aircraft artillery automatic weapons; 1 battalion and 1/2 of search¬ 
lights; complete early-warning radar coiierage and integrated air warning 
service. These defenses in general are located around the critical areas 

of PEARL HARBOR, HONOLULU, and principal air fields. They have been 
determined by the best local military opinion to be the minimum necessary 
to provide adequately against the eventuality of a suicide attack by the 
Japanese. Compared with the overwhelming resources in aircraft and anti¬ 
aircraft at the disposal of the American Army, these defensive forces 
are small indeed and they represent the minimum insurance that the 
United States Arny charged with the grave responsibility of defending 
HAWAII should provide to protect the vital installations of HONOLUUJ and 
especially PEARL HARBOR. To reduce them in order, as CINCPOA recommends 
"to facilitate economy in use of personnel and resources, etc" is un¬ 
justifiable just so long as there is any possibility of a sneak raid and 
it is particularly unwarranted in view of our ample resources in aircraft 
and antiaircraft. Any economy of personnel or resources so effected would 
be extremely small compared with the over all strength of the Amy. The 
reduction could only be justified if the Army was in dire need of units 
of the character employed in the defense, which of course is not the case. 

Para. It is true that the strategic position of the U.S. forces in 
the Pacific is much more favorable at this time than at any time since 
the War began and that the likelihood of the Japanese attacking HAWAII is 
remote. To date, however, I have received no official communication from 
CINCPOA-CINCPAC notifying me of the complete destruction of the aircraft 
carriers and aircraft carrier escorts of the Japanese Navy, which con¬ 
stitute the main potential threat to any attack on these islands, either by 
aircraft of a single carrier or of a group of carriers, and I therefore can 
not assume the impossibility of a sneak suicide raid. Furthermore, it is 
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30 2320 RICHARDSON to NARCOS info CINCAFPAC - AFMIPPAC PASSES TO CINCPAC BOTH HQ.. 

pertinent to observe that the American people have invested in this war 
billions of dollars, several of which are represented by extensive vital 
installations in HAWAII, notably PEARL HARBOR, and the people would be in 
■no mood to condone a failure to provide adequate defenses should a Japanese 
suicide attack occur, especially in view of the prodigality of troops and 
resources provided by congress. 

Para. I can not give my consent to the reduction proposed by CINCPAC 
BOTH for reasons of prudence and caution, and because the onus would be on 
the U.S. Arny and on the local Commanding General should the risk be 
accepted of having inadequate defense forces in the event of an air suicide 
attack by the Japanese. 

Para. Therefore, I recommend that there be no change in the present 
category of defense of the Hawaiian Group, namely category "B" as now 
modified.Paragraph 

Para. Part 2. Presidential executive order number 9489, 24 October 
1944. The recommendation by CINCPAC in his radio 270253Z (GCT) that the 
said order be suspended or revoked is based on the following 2 grounds: 

(A) that its provisions affect his overall responsibility for the security 
and safety of the territoiy of Hawaii as well as other parts of the Pacific 
Ocean Areas; and (B) that the state of war is new such that continuation 
of the powers vested in Military authority by that order is no longer 
justified. These contentions will be answered seriatim. 

Para. (A) CINCPAC'S authority and responsibilities as theater commander 
stem from directives of the JCS and therefore his responsibilities must be 
interpreted in the light of these directives. There is an apparent mis¬ 
understanding on CINCPAC'S part that his directives in some way impose 
upon him responsibilities connected with the executive order. I know of 
no directive from the JCS or from any other authority that relates ny 
responsibilities underethe executive order to CINCPAC'S responsibilities 
as charged to him by extant joint Chiefs of Staff DIRECTIVES. 

Para. Executive order 9498 replaced certain security measures that 
were exercised by me as Military Governor under martial law and which were 
felt to be necessary for the internal security of the Hawaiian Islands. 

At this point it should be emphasized that Presidential Executive Order is 
not concerned with military operations against the enemy but deals with 
the control of civilians in U.S. Territory. It places in the hands of 
the Military Commander means whereby he may secure these islands against 
espionage, counterespionage and sabotage that might be practiced by 
civilians in our own territory. The authority for the exercise of these 
powers stems from the President to the Secretary of War, who has directed 
by the President to delegate this authority to me, the commanding General 
Army Forces in the Pacific Ocean Areas and to appoint me Military Commander 
of HAWAII. This authority does not stem from the JCS and therefore must 
legally be interpreted as a separate authority because wjpfere I challenge 
in the courts by a citizen or alienfor ady act of mine committed under 
this authority I could not plead as a defense that I acted under the 
authority of CINCPAC-CINCPOA exercising unity fia of command under joint 
Chiefs of Staff directives. As an illustration of the misunderstanding 
referred to supra, CINCPAC-CINCPOA invoked this executive order as 1 
reason for not releasing my headquarters to the control of CINCAFPAC in the 
implementation of JCS directive 1259/4 of April. In his dispatch 260229 G 
GCT April 1945 he states "Pursuant to the terms of executive order 9489 
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30 2320 RICHARDSON to ’./A3C0S info CIKCAFPAC - AFHID PASSES TO CINCPAC BOTH HQ, . 








issued by the President, COMGENPOA is designated as the Military Commander 
for the Territory of HAWAII and has responsibilities, powers, and authority 
wliich makt it necessary that in this capacity COMGENPOA Continue in his 
present relationship with CINCPOA in view of CINCPOA responsibilities with 
respect to the Hawaiian Area" but for reasons stated above I am unable to 
recognize that CINCPAC legally has jurisdiction over me under this order. 
Therefore, CINCPAC» S contention that the provisions of the Executive Order 
affect his overall responsibility for the security and safety of the 
Territory of HAWAII as well as other parts of the Pacific Ocean Areas is 
untenable insofar as it applies to the executive order. 

Para. Turning now to CINCPAC'S 2nd contention, that the state of war 
is now such that the continuation of the powers vested in military authority 
by the Executive order is no longer justified, and his further statement 
that "Lieutenant General Richardson, COMGENPOA, considers that they should 
be retained" my comments are as follows: 

Para. It is true that the present writing I consider that the powers 
of that order should be retained, although CINCPAC has never invited my 
recommendations or discussed the subject with me. The reasons for the 
retention of the executive order are abvious from a study of the security 
orders issued under its authority. 

Para. At the present time there are 6 essential security orders in 
existence covering the following subjects: They are necessary because of 
the large alien population in HAWAII. 

Para. 1. Conduct of enemy aliens and prohibition against their possess¬ 
ing firearms, short-wave radio, etc; 2. Instructions to civilians covering 
vehicular traffic, vacating of congested areas and use of lights in the 
event of air raids, air raid alarms, etc; 

Para. 3. Designation of restricted areas requiring identification passes 
for entry such as harbor areas and certain vital installations and the 
handling of explosives in these areas; 

Para. 4. Travel control of civilians necessitated by the limited amount 
of joint shipping in Pacific Ocean Areas; priorities are established for 
necessary surface and air civilian travel; 

Para. 5. Mail and cable and radio censorship and control of short wave 
radio. 

Para. 6. The cargo and passenger control which coordinates commercial 
use of harbors and harbor equipment with the needs of the m i li tary. 

Para. In addition, executive order 9498 is the only authority for the 
evacuation of American citizens deemed dangerous to the U.S. Since the 
effective date of the order, 24 October 1944, 6 citizens of Japanese 
ancestry have been evacuated from the territory to TULE LAKE segregation 
center CALIFORNIA. In testimony before a hearing board these persons 
openly confessed their loyalty to JAPAN expressing a desire that JAPAN win 
the war. Some of them refused when drafted to serve in the Amy of the 
U.S. Therefore, it is believed, still other Japanese of TFDPRLEHUECNSYASE 
the community. 

Para. Minimum use is being made of the authority contained in the 
said executive order and the security orders which I have issued pursuant 
to it are reviewed periodically with the view to rescinding any regulation 
not necessary to the internal security of the Hawaiian Islands. For 
example, a month ago I dispensed with the Curfew and presently study is 
being given to relaxing civilian censorship. 
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30 2320 RICHARDSON to -CARGOS info CINCAFPAC-AFMID/PASSES to CINCPAC BOTH HQ . 


Para. My policy has been and will continue to be the rescission of 
all restritive security orders just as soon as the need for them disappears. 

Para. In view of the above it is recommended that the executive order 
be kept in effect and, to summarize, that the status of both the category 
of defense and of the executive order remain for the present undisturbed. 

03 0211 CINCPOA ADVANCE to CINCAFPAC. 


Relaxation of air attacks on FORMOSAN airfields and installations gives 
the enemy opportunity for rehabilitation and restoration of his air strength 
and supplies threat. There is some evidence that this is now being ac¬ 
complished. Request you continue neutralization of FORMOSA in order to 
protect our communication lines to the PHILIPPINES, to safebuard our forces 
and installations on OKINAWA from air attack by FORMOSA based planes and 
in order to deny the enemy the use of gasoline and other supplies remaining 
in FORMOSA. • 

03 0429 CINCAFPAC to CINCPAC ADV HQ. CG USASTAF GUAM 
TOP SECRET . CX 20410 

To make the phraseology identical in each subparagraph of paragraph 
1 B Staff Conference 1 August signed by Sherraan-Charaberlin-Idndsay suggest 
paragraph 3 in parenthesis read "The 5th Fleet Will assume primary 
responsibility for air defense in the objective area but will take such 
action etc". Request concurrence. 

02 1745 WARCOS to CINCAFPAC - COMINCH PASSES TO CINCPAC ADVANCE HQ . 

WAR 42740. , , A . 

Navy has raised the point of the necessity for the early installation 

of shore based radar for early warning and filter direction purposes 
during OLYMPIC. They emphasize the extreme importance of early establish¬ 
ment of land based air warning and fighter direction facilities in order 
to minimize losses in an operation where frequent and sustained suicide 
attacks by the eneny may be exptetled. The foregoing points were raised 
in connection with a discussion between war and navy department staff 
officers and are furnished for your information. 

03 0154 CINCPAC ADVANCE HQ to CINCAFPAC info COMGENUSASTAF. COM GENFEAF, WARCOS, 
COMINCH . 

Reference agreements for coordination of air operations dated 1 August 
1945, signed by Sherman, Chamberlain and Lindsay approved after changing 
XRay*minus 7 to XRay minus 8 in subparagraphs 1A and B. Copies in 
local distribution will be changed. 

04 0024 CINCPAC ADVANCE HQ, to CINCAFPAC info COMGSN USASTAF . 

It appears to CINCPAC that the change proposed in your 030429 would 
effect a considerable change in the repponsibilities of FEAF and 5th Fleet 
within the objective area. As it now reads subpara 1(B)(3) states the 
employment of 5th Fleet aircraft but recognized the planned volume and 
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04 0024 CINCPAC ADVANCE HQ to CINCAFPAC info COMGEN USASTAF . 

weight of FSAF air effort within the objective area as worked out between 
FEAF and COHPHIBSPAG. As proposed the change would release FEAF from 
responsibilities within the objective area which it should share in order 
to give the troops and ships the maximum cover and support. Accordingly 
request text stand as now drafted. 

04 0109 CIUCAFPAC to '7ARC03 info CGbTHAHMY. CCMGENFSAF. COMFHIBSPAC. CINCPAC ADV . 

cx 30632. 

Refers to your W 42740 not to all MFUKOPNG of navy emphasis of 
importance for early installation of shore based radar for early warning 
and fighter direction purposes in OLYMPIC. Plans include establishments 
for such purposes on 6 outlying islands to south and southwest of 
objective area on XRay minus 3* With no satisfactory outlying Ground 
Locations to the east and southeast coverage in that direction will be 
provided by naval ships radar screen until ground insta lla tions are es¬ 
tablished at corps beachheads on XRay plus 2. CINCPAC has been requested 
to comment on the above by our 280503 of July not to WARCOS. 

04 0353 COMGENUSASTAF to CIUCAFPAC. CINCPAC ADVANCE info COMGSNAIR. COMGSNFEAF . 

1253. 

Approve air coordination agreement of 1 August 45 signed by Sherman, 
Chamberlain and Lindsay together with changes proposed by CINCAFPAC and 
CINCPAC in their dispatches: CINCPAC 030154, CINCAFPAC 030429 CGCT). 

Local copies will be changed# 

04 0747 CINCPAC ADVANCE to C0M3RDFLEST info CINCAFPAC, COHINCH . 

Your 040351. In view CINCAFPAC 040403 desire you concentrate your 
next effort against enemy air forces in north HONSHU and HOKKAIDO 
instead of TOKYO area. All available intelligence data will be furnished 
in separate despatch. 

04 0841 CINCPAC ADVANCE to CINCAFPAC . 

Request that agreements made for OIYMPIC apply also the CORONET 
concerning long lines as well as internal wire insta ll ations at naval 
establishments. 

04 1011 C0M3RDFLEET to CINCPAC ADVANCE HQ info CTF 33. CTF 37 * 

Your 040747 wilco. Planning strike 8 August, (reference strike 
against enemy air forces in north HONSHU and HOKKAIDO instead TOKYO AREA). 
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04 1451 CINCAFPAC to CINCPAC ADVANCE HQ info COUGBNUSASTAF . 

CX 30858 

Refreence your 040024Z, in the agreements of 16 May 1945 we agreed 
that all air forces in the objective area during the amphibious phase 
would operate under your control. Responsibility for the air missions 
in that area necessarily goes with control. The agreement also con¬ 
templated that FEAF would be employed. The objective area and arrangements 
therefor are now being coordinated in the detailed planning conference 
in progress. CX 30410 was not intended to imply a withdrawal or lessening 
of FEAF air effort in the objective area or to release FEAF from respon¬ 
sibilities within the objective area which it is expected to share in 
heavy volume, but to obtain assurance that the 5th Fleet would be primarily 
responsible for the mission of air defense or CAP in that area as FEAF 
and the 3RD FLEET are in other defined areas. Request that my suggestion 
in CX 30410 be reconsidered. 

04 1943 COMGENAIR to CINCPAC ADVANCE info CINCAFPAC . 

WARX 44043. 

Here is further technical data and information requested on JAVAMAN 
PROJECT in your 270250. JAVAMAN PROJECT involves the employment of 
80-5 foot rescue boats each carrying 50000 pounds of explosives. These 
boat a are carefully disguised as Jap luggers and sea trucks and are 
remotely controlled by radio, radar and television from aircraft having 
a control range of 55 to 80 miles. The cruising range of loaded boat is 
800 to 1200 miles. For this operation 6 disguised ARB boats will be 
employed. 4 will be loaded missiles and 2 will be escorts and will 
proceed from BUNKHOUSE to destination under own power. Skeleton crews 
leave missiles between 10 and 20 miles from target and will return to 
BUNKHOUSE by 2 escorting ARB boats. 4 Millile ARB boats are then directed 
to target by radio control and television from B-17 control planes. When 
disguised Milliles enter magnetic field of tunnel, M.A.D. equipment on 
boat by telemetering records on television screens in B-17 and operator 
by remote detonation SCUTTLES boat over target. Mo personnel required 
from CINCPOA. All personnel, for project already on detached service 
to CINCAFPAC. Present plans, because of disguise factor of this CM OHK 
JNPPD FPRQTION. do not contemplate use of naval escort ships dr naval 
escort aircraft. 2 disguised ARB boats will serve as surface escorts 
and plans call for FEAF to provide air cover for control planes and ARB 
Missiles. State of development of this equipment and technique has, as 
result of many tests against simulated targets, been determined to be 
completely operational and practical. 

05 0100 CINCPAC ADVANCE HQ to COM MARIANAS . 

Inaugurate appropriate air search and provide naval surface unit for 
possible interception enemy MARCUS bound units in connection CINCPOA 
PEARL 041956. 
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04 2320 CINCPAC ADVANCE HQ to CINCAFPAC info COHGEMUSASTAF . 

After thorough consideration of your 041451 GOT and all the associated 
questions believe that the phraseology of the agreement of 1 August 1945 
is preferable to the change proposed by your CX 30410. If the language 
were to be changed it would be necessary to redraft the paragraph consider^- 
ably to bring out the fact that FEAF and also USASTAF must share in the 
responsibility for providing in the objective area the full weight of air 
effort required for air defense and for support of the troops and ships 
therein. I believe it better to let the draft stand as 1st approved by 
your 020311 and my 030154 and let the details within objective area be 
developed in the further planning between FEAF, PHIBSPAC and USASTAF. 

05 0751 CINCPAC ADVANCE to C0H3RDFLEBT info CINCAFPAC. COMGENUS ASTAF. COMGENFEAg . 

Your 042125. Consider it unnecessary to make special request on FEAF 
and USASTAF in view nature their routine operations at this time. Their 
strikes are made as often as practicable and cover wide areas FEAF, 

USASTAF and TF 38 operations are all mutually supporting as now planned. 

05 0754 CINCPAC ADVANCE to CINCAFPAC. C0M7THFLT. COHPHIBSPAC . 

CINCAFPAC has requested that the USS TACL0BAN (EX-TULSA) be made 
available primarily to copy navy communications of interest to CINCAFPAC 
and transmit same to CINCAFPAC headquarters on shore in objective area. 
TACL0BAN is hereby made available for this duty and during the OLYMPIC 
operation will be assigned to C0M5THFLSET for operational control. Since 
TACL0BAN has previously performed same duty for CINCAFPAC no additional 
instal l ations will be made. 

05 0755 CINCPAC ADVANCE to CCMAIRPAC info C0M5THFLT, C0M3RDFLT. CAPSCF. C0MN0B 
OKINAWA. COM NABS OKINAWA . 

Replacement carrier aircraft must be available at OKINAWA during 
OLYMPIC to meet needs of the fleet. Existing directives which require 
the buildup to 500 pool aircraft as rapidly after 1 November as is 
feasible are confirmed. 

05 0845 CINCAFPAC to CINCPAC ADV info WARCCS. COMGENAIR. CINCPAC PEARL. AFNIDPAC, 
USASTAF. COMGENFEAF, DONOVAN OSSF . 

CX 30940 . 

Para. 1. Reference my CX 28307 CINCPAC ADVANCE 270250 GCT and COMINCH 
281625 GCT. Proposed to destroy KAMMON TUNNEL in SHIMONOSEKI STRAITS. 

4 air rescue boats of 85 foot length disguised as enemy craft and loaded 
with 25 tons high explosive each are sailed into west entrance of STRAITS. 
Boats are fitted with remote control, radar and television devices and self 
destructive elements and are controlled from aircraft at a maximum range 
of 100 miles. Boats are directed to target located by magnetic indicator 
and scuttled. Main charges are detonated by time delay and counter mining. 

Part. 2. All necessary operational equipment and personnel has been 
assigned FEAF. FEAF will recover personnel after boats are abandoned by 
their crews. A heavy bombing attack in the area will cover the operation. 
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05 0845 CINCAFPAC to CINCPAC ADVANCE info MARCOS. COMGEHAIR. CINCPAC PEARL. AFI-TDPAC 

USASTAF. COMGENFEAF. DONOVAN OSSF. (Cont«d) 

No navy personnel, shins or aircraft will be required, 
i Para. Part 3. Reference COMINCH 221915 GOT project will be expedited 

and shipping conserved if you can furnish for not to exceed 3 months 
effective 1 September the following functional components less personnel: 

1 A-3, 1 G-8, 1 E-ll, 1 D-10, 2 N-18, 1 P-12A, 1 0-8. It is desired to 
establish the project and above facilities in a navy base area if possible. 

Para. Part 4. Request your concurrence in the operation and indication 
of extent above logistics support you can furnish. Separate radio follows 
with code name for operation. 


06 0719 CINCAFPAC to CINCPAC ADVANCE HQ . 

C 31175 . 

Action being taken. Reference your 030211 requesting continuation 
of neutralization of FORMOSA. 

06 0819 CINCPAC ADVANCE HQ to CCI.CCNCH AND CNO . 

Your 011310. EMIRAU ISLAND is now in use as a base for Marine Air 
Group 6l. However it was agreed at MANILA conference 30 July — 1 August 
• that all units of 1st Mar Air Wing will be concentrated in southern 
PHILIPPINES as soon as possible. After this is done recommend EMIRAU be 
released to British as it will not be needed in the near future by our 
operating units and may be of use to British in connection with their 
mopping up of RABAUL and KAVTENG. Further recommend retention "Right 
to Use" if needed at a later time. 

04 0403 CINCAFPAC to CINCPAC ADVANCE HQ info CG FSAF. CCM3RDFLT. 


cx 30653. 

Strong indications that Japs intend an airborne operation against 
OKINAWA area after 9 August. Troop Carriers are feeing concentrated in 
northeast HONSHU and HOKKAIDO, both beyond operating radius of FEAF at 
OKINAWA. Suggest if practicable that 3rd Fleet during present operations 
in EMPIRE waters strike the concentrations in northeast HONSHU and 
HOKKAIDO. 

07 0331 CINCPAC ADVANCE to COMINCH & CNO info CQMNORPAC. COMC IUPAC, COJSERYP 
CINCPAC PEARL. 



Your 061648 recommend CONCORD and RICHMOND remain on present duty 
until ice closes traffic into AMUR RIVER about 1 October then proceed 
CANAL ZONE. 


AUGUST (GCT) 


3431 












07 0330 CINCPAC ADV to COMGSNCHIMA CHUNGKING info COMGENTACTCT. CUUNGKING . 

COHGENAAFCT KUNMING. C0MG3H503CT CHUNEKING. OCHGSHCCCT KIPlNJiNG. CINCAFPAC 

FERN 5. 

Para. 1. Formal presentation of JEMEDAR made at 1000, 6 August. 

CINCPAC and key staff attended. Afternoon devoted to discussion of 
availability of personnel and supplies. Everyone mnst cooperative and 
intention solving all difficulties. 

Para. 2. Admiral Sherman feels that JCS must issue a directive to 
establish responsibilities among 3 theaters if operation is to be carried 
out on time. He feels CHINA should handle land matters and GUAM or MANILA 
handle the naval responsibilities. 

Para. 3» Lincoln says that V/ar Department is also interested in cutting 
red tape with this operation and to that end S & P produced a draft direc¬ 
tive. No action has been taken due to absence of key people at POTSDAM. 

Para. 4. All timing is based on securing target area by 15 August. 

7th Fleet questions whether channel will be secured from ground attack 
(coastal or field batteries) in time to set up the initial convoys about 
20 August. Conference working on assumption that convoys can safely pass 
into channel on or about 20 August. 

Para. 5. Tentative ETD GUAM night of 7 August. 

07 0553 CINCPAC ADVANCE to COHINCH. CINCAFPAC. COMGENCHINA info C0H7THFLEST. 

CCMSERVPAC. CINCPAC PEAHL HQ. 00MSERV7THFLT. CQLtiTESCARQLINES. WAROOS . 

The representatives of COMGENCHINA now at GUAM inform me that it is 
confidently expected that the Chinese Army 'will occupy FORT BAYARD on 15 
Augst. Although numerous exploratory dispatches have been exchanged de¬ 
finite action does not appear to have been taken to ensure the operation 
of the port and the unloading of the supplies available. In my opinion the 
advantages to be gained by such action and the obvious disadvantages of 
failing to deliver effectively even token supplies to the Chinese when they 
first take useful seaport are controlling and justify the minor diversion 
of naval resources involved. 

Para. 2. In view of the short time remaining earliest concurrence in 
the following is requested. 

Para. 3. A. Com7thFlt load in 7 LSTS the following naval advance base 
personnel and material, preoare them for shipment to FORT BAYARD as soon 
as possible and advise readiness date. Listed by component designation - 
number of personnel - measurement tons. A3-43-200. Bl-27-100. B2B-29-210. 
B3-18-200. B4-10-500. B5A-6-50. B5B-23-2S. B7-21-102. B10-0-100. C3-10-40. 

C8-8-23. C9-9-34. H14C-0-153. DlO-26-835. D22-6-9. E9-13-225. G7-68-431. 
J2-4-27. One quarter Fl-300-1500. One quarter Pl-300-2500. P8-0-1500. 
P12A-1-30. P12C-1-30. 2N1A-50-940. Total 983 personnel 9767 measurement 
tons. 

B. Rear Admiral S. Buckmaster proceed via air and break flag in 
SPEMCER(CGC) or INGHAM (CGC) as commander South China Naval Force (TF 93) 
which mil consist of 1 CGC-4YHS-1PCE(R)-6PGH-2LCS(L) designated by Com 
7thFlt plus 2 CVE-6DE-7L5T-lA0G-1AGS designated by CINCPAC. CTF 93 pre¬ 
pare the forces assigned for movement to FORT BAYARD when andas requested 
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07 0553 CINCPAC ADVANCE to COHINCH. CINCAFPAC. COHGEKCKINA info CQM7THFLEET 
COMSERVPAC. CINCPAC PEARL HQ. Q0MSBRV7THFLT. COH.ffiSCAROLINES. NARCOS . 

by COMGENCHINA and develop naval base facilities at FORT BAYARD. The 
Escort Carriers with 2 destroyer escorts will be released to CINCPAC after 
arrival of the 1st AK convoy at FORT BAYARD. 

6. On arrival in FORT BAYARD CTF 93 and forces under hsi command will- 
cover and support the forces of the CHINA THEATER. 

D. CINCPAC replace as promptly as possible such naval advance base 
components supplied by the 7th Flbet as need to be replaced. 

E. LSTs. to be used only for the initial, lift. Other naval craft to 

be released as required by CINCPAC if necessary to avoid interference with 
OLYMPIC. 

07 0717 CINCPOA ADVANCE HO. to COMGENCHINA. CHUNGKING . 

GENERAL CARAWAY SENDS: 

CINCPOA is sending despatch today to CNO, CINCAFPAC, COMGENCHINA 
concerning JEHEDAR operation. Components listed therein cover naval 
requirements for operation of port. In addition it establishes small naval 
surface force to provide protection for port and convoys thereto. This 
message is FERN 6. 

Para. 2. In opinion of CHINA party proposal if approved furnishes 
minimum requirement s for operation in time to meet target dates. 

Para. 3. Recommend that CHINA THEATER make request that War Department 
take necessary action in conjunction with Navy Department to obtain 
approval and implementation of CINCPAC*S proposed action. 

Para. A. Admiral Sherman and dNCPAC*S staff state that the diversions 
of components and ships to JEHEDAR will not interfere with MAC ARTHUR * S 
logistic support of OKINAWA forces. They further state that personnel and 
shipping which are necessary to OLYMPIC committed to support of CHINA may 
be withdrawn for period of that operation, to be replaced or returned 
CHINA after. 

Para. 5. Admiral Sherman indicates naval units operating port instal¬ 
lations being placed under Flag Officer because that furnishes most 
convenient means of administration and control. He indicates that CINCPAC 
may consider dividing forces into 2 parts, placing port installations 
under CHINA at later date. It appears that CHINA theater should insist 
on operational control now of naval shore installations at port with 
administrative control remaining under Admiral Buckmaster since these 
installations will be supporting CHINA and not be for support of naval 
forces. 

07 0824 CINCPAC ADVANCE HQ to COMSERVPAC info CINCPOA PEARL. CNO. COMSERPN 10 . 

Refer to your 262225 of July. Due to importance of subject operation 
consider floating storage too great risk. Request contained your 262225 
floating storage OLYMPIC is disapproved. 


07 .0833 CINCPAC ADVANCE to CINCAFPAC info CPUNCH. CNO. 
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08 0500 CGUSFCT to CINCAFPAC. WARCOS info CINCPAC ADVANCE HQ.. C0M7THFLT . 


3010. 

Concurrence with plan outlined by Advance Headquarters CINCPAC in Top 
Secret GUAM 070553 of 7 August is expressed by Commanding General China 
Theater. 

Para. To CINCAFPAC. Request your concurrence in proposed arrangement. 
Para. To WARCOS. Request action in conjunction Wash. Navy Department 
to obtain JCS approval and urgent implementation of action proposed by 
CINCPAC to make timely provision for operation of port at JEHADAR and a 
small naval surface force to protect port and convoys proceeding thereto. 
Request that directive be issued including provision for continuation of 
cooperative action essential to continued use of JEMADAR port until sub¬ 
unction becomes available, all without detriment to OLYMPIC, and that 
command arrangement include operational control by Commanding General 
CHINA THEATER over shore installations, since these will be serving this 
theater. 

Para. Every effort being made to insure occupation of FORT BAYARD 
by 15 August and security of area including local approaches by 20 August. 

08 0522 CINCPAC ADVANCE !! ■ to C0I.13RDFLT . 

Your 080309 approved. Assume you will take maximum advantage of any 
improvement in weather to expand coverage over assigned area. With em¬ 
phasis on destruction KATANA force. Interested commands will be advised. 

08 1540 CINCPAC ADVANCE HQ to CINCAFPAC info CINCPAC PEARL. COMSERVPAC (AFO). 

GHQ SUB AREA PETROLEUM OFFICER. ASCGHI OKINAWA. 

Concur proposed amendments your top secret 040939. 

07 1505 ALUSNA MOSCOW to COMINCH AND CNO - COMINCH PASSES TO CINCPAC ADVANCE IQ. 

Vice Admiral Gavrilov head of Red Navy Communications today presented 
Navy’s desires for communication set up for use of their operational, 
liaison groups 4th question Victory 351 refers. They desire 2 circuits 
between VLADIVOSTOK and WASHINGTON 1 being the.circuit VLADIVOSTOK MOSCOW 
WASHINGTON as now established. A 2nd to be a direct circuit between 
VLADIVOSTOK and V. r ASHUTGT0N. For this circuit they propose to use 1 
station at VLADIVOSTOK of about 10 Kilowatt power manual operation using 
international code. This station has previously established commun cations 
with HONOLULU on 13635 KC between 0300 and 0400 GMT. See my 241410 OCT 
and related dispatches. They desire the use this frequency and time for 
1 schedule but renuest our recommendation regarding additional frequencies 
and schedules. They believe 6 periods per day for sending and receiving 
will be adequate. The call sign SAB is proposed for WASHINGTON and GAL 
■'V for VLADIVOSTOK. They sedire our recommendations and suggestions regard¬ 

ing this circuit before establishing definite program of tests. They 
desire to establish 1 circuit for our own use between VLADIVOSTOK and 
GUAM 24 hour sen/ice is desired and the following wave lengths and 
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07 1505 ALUSNA MOSCO'.' to CCNINCH AND CKO - CCKINCI! PASSES TC CINCPAC ADVANCE HO . 

schedules are proposed between 2100 GMT and 0900 GMT basic wave length 
lhh&0 KC standby 16240 KC. Between 0900 (3.IT and 2100 GMT basic wave 
length 7990 KC standby 9125 KC. Suggested call signs are VLADIVOSTOK KBN 
GUAM ZTK. Soviet will use own station at VLADIVOSTOK but desire U.S. 
furnish facilities at GUAM. They are sending a communication team of 1 
officer 4 radio operators and 3 coders to GUAM as part of liaison group. 
Following is over and above any stations or facilities which United States 
may desire to establish at VLADIVOSTOK for own use. New Subject. At a 
meeting with SLAVIK today regarding weather facilities, see my 040820, he 
stated that questions concerning this project were under study but that 
no answers were ready at this time. 

08 2227 OIMC-AC ADVANCE to COMORPAC info CTF 49. C0M3RDFLT . 

Present task force 49 will pass to your operational control upon 
departure ENILETOK. Consider it desirable that you arrange coordinated 
air attack and surface bombardment against anobjective in the KURILES as 
soon as forces can be assembled and also make sweeps against enemy shipping 
which may appear. 

08 2028 CINCPAC ADVANCE to COHNCRPAC info CCMINCH. CINCAFPAC. CQUSFCT. ALL TF 
COMDRS PAC FLT. 00K3RDLT. C0M5TKFLT. C0M7THFLT . 

North Pacific Force with forces currently assigned plus CruDiv 5, 
CarDivs 23, 26 and DesRon 43 as separately reconstituted for this purpose 
assigned following additional tasks. 

Establish and maintain control of a line of communications from the 
ALEUTIANS across the SEA OF OKHOTSK. 

Neutralize Japanese bases threatening this line of communications. 

Provide protection for convqys against hostile air surface and 
submarine attacks between the ALEUTIANS and escort turn around points 
in the SEA OF OKHOTSK. 

Para. This modifies my OpPlan 4-45. 

09 0050 CINCPAC ADVANCE to COMINCH info COMSUBPAC . 

There are U.S. submarines in the SEA OF JAPAN north of the boundary 
established in VICTORY 371. Request action to ensure that they not be 
attacked. Orders have been issued for them to move saith of the boundary 
line. 

Para. In view lack of recognition signals propose to keep Pacific 
Fleet submarines outside "Mutual" zones until liaison becomes effective 
except for the SEA OF OKHOTSK south of 47th parallel which must be used 
by submarines in passage. 

Para. Request use of TARTARY STRAIT be obtained for entry and exit 
of submarines as soon as possible. 

09 0129 C0H3RDFLT to CINCPAC .ADVANCE info CTF 37. CTF 38 . 

Your 082226 intend continue present attacks on 10th fuel 11th strike 
12 and 13th. Will advise later as to Task Force 37 ability to participate 
after 10th. Details of plans by separate dispatch. 
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°9 0216 CINCPAC ADVANCE to CCMHAVGR CHINA info COMGEN CHINA THEATER. COMDJCH . 

CTG 95•2 0o0733 passed separately, I request that requests for suoport 
of the activities of U. S, forces in CHINA by units of the Pacific Fleet 
fee addressed to CINCPAC whenever time permits and nor mally through the 
Comdg General U.S, Forces in CHINA. Departure from proper channels in 
matters of this nature will inevitably lead to confusion and misunderstanding 
and will not be conducive to the most efficient use of the resources which 
can be made available to support the CHINA THEATER. 

09 0503 CIHCAFPAC to VAICCo. CG USFCT info CUTCPAC ADVANCE. CCM7THFLT . 

CX 3189 s. 

Reference WX 45950 and CFBX 3010. Concur in CINCPAC ADVANCE 070553Z 
(OCT) relating to Naval planning for FORT BAYARD except OPS PCE (R) is 
not available. All PCE'S this area have been converted to communications 
ships and are planned for use in our coming operations. 

09 0816 CllMurAC ADVAI'ICE to CTF 95 info C0L13RDFLT. CTG 95.2 . 

Detach CruDiv 16 when RF3 and direct ComDruDiv 16 with his division 
proceed LEYTE reporting on arrival to C0M3RDFLT for duty. CruDiv 16 w in 
be available for inclusion in TF 38 for operations scheduled commence late 
August. 

09 1403 CirrCS - ./PA to COHAAP info CINCPAC ADVAI'ICE. CG USA 5 TAF, COMANF . 

cx 32046. 

Boundary line connecting the following points delimits air and Naval 
operating areas for U.S. and USSR air and naval forces: point at intersectior 
of 45-45 north latitude and line joing CAP CRILLON (K0IJD0) (southern tip of 
SAKHALKN ) and CAPE SOYA MISSAKE (SOYASAKI) (Northern tip of HOKKAIDO), west 
to point at 45-45 north latitude 140-00 east longitude, point at 40-00 north 
latitude 135-00 east longitude, CAPE BOLTIN (MUSU KUTCHI) on KOREAN COAST, 
CHANGCHUN , LIAIYUAN, KAILU, CHIHFENG, PEKING, TATUNG, southern boundary of 
DRIER MONGOLIA. All points inclusive to US Forces. RUSSIAN naval and air 
forces will operate north of the boundary line and U.S. naval and air farces 
will operate south of the boundary line. Air forces of this command will 
operate north of the boundary line and in the SEA OF OKHOTSK only on 
specific authority from this headquarters. Reference our CX 26304 designa¬ 
ting area of operations for FEAF in north CHINA and KOREA, FEAF will operate 
north or west of line indicated in reference only on authority of this 
headquarters. Clearance is being requested of commanding general USFCT 
for operations of FEAF in area included between the line: MUSU KUTCHI, 

MUKDEN, PEKING and the line: CAP BOLTINA (MUSU KUTCHI) CHANGCHUN, LIAOYUAN, 
KAILU, CHIHFENG, PEKING. 


34 3 c 









°9 0957 ALUSNA MOSCOW to CCIONCH AITD CNO - COHINCH PASSES TO CINCPAC ADVANCE. 


09 1540 


AUGUST 


Answering your 011400 Red Navy submits following. They estimate convoys 
can be initiated within 5 to 3D days after beginning of hostilities and 
consider that it will be necessary to despatch from 3 to 4 convoys of 
from 12 to 15 vessels per convoy per month but add that convoys can begin 
as soon as the U.S. Ilavy has laid down the necessary operating arrangements 
in the region around the southern portion of KAMCHATKA and in OKHOTSK SEA. 
Their plan submitted for your consideration calls for U.S. convoying of 
Soviet merchant and mile post vessels to PETROPAVLOVSK except they desire 
such milepost vessels as are properly equipped and trained to be used as 
escorts with conveys to PETROPAVLOSK. Despatch of these convoys to be 
entirely as decided by U.S. Naval authorities. Convoys for NIKOLAEVSK 
will be made up at PETROPAVLOVSK. Responsibility for maintaining line of 
communications between PETROPAVLOVSK and NIKOLAEVSK will be a mutual 
responsibility of U.S. Navy and Soviet .Pacific Fleet but they state they 
desire U.S. Navy to have control and responsibility of convoys until they 
arrive at NIKOLAEVSK. The composition of the escort vessels and the convoy 
commander to be assigned by U.S. Navy. Red Navy will furnish supplementary 
escort strength but is not able now to state numbers or types. Despatch 
of convoys to NIKOLAEVSK to be a matter of agreement between their Paicifc 
Fleet and the convoy commander. They assume that the escort arriving at 
NIKOLAEVSK will pick up return convoy with PETROPAVLOVSK at 1st destination. 
Despatch of this return convoy to be a matter of agreement between their 
Pacific Fleet and convoy commander. Likewise despatch of convoys from 
PETROPAVLOVSK to UNITED STATES to be a matter of agreement between convoy 
commander and commander PETROPAVLOVSK Naval Base but UNITED STATES to have 
entire responsibility and control of these convoys. They desire that the 
same system that was used with convoy movements from the UNITED STATES and 
ENGLAND to northern posts of the USSR be established. They will take the 
necessary steps to insure that Soviet submarines will be excluded from 
areas where convoys are operating and an anchorage will be arranged at 
PETROPAVLOVSK for escorts and attending auxiliaries. Soviet vessels in 
BERING SEA between 50-53 north and 57-30 north and east of 166-00 east 
have been directed to proceed to U.S. Ports. Vessels in allied ports win 
be instructed as to their future movements by Soviet Convoy Officer. 

New Subject: They request initial numbers of liaison group for VLADIVOSTOK 
be held to lowest possible minimum because of lack of accommodations there. 
They would also like to be informed of number of U.S. submarines operating 
in SEA OF JAPAN. The naval section of the Soviet liaison group at GUAM 
will consist of 4 officers and 7 enlisted men. They were advised that 
this group could probably be flown to GUAM in U.S. plane which brought 
in U.S. Liaison Group on assumption this group will be flown in. Request 
confirmation. They are greatly interested in matter of recognition 
between surface craft and aircraft and between surface and aircraft and 
will submit their ideas shortly. 

ALUSNA MOSCOW to CINCPAC .ADVANCE info COHINCH . 

While delivering substance of your 090050 to Red Navy was advised that 
an American submarine was observed at 1410 on August 8th about 52 miles 
south of CAPE GAMOV and at 1540 on same date Soviet airplace observed 
fragments of a Merchantman which had been sunk in the region where the sub 
had been seen. Presence of U.S. Subs within this area complicates 
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09 1540 ALUSNA MOSCOW to CUTGPAC ADVANCE info COMIIICH (Cont'd ). 

commencement of their naval activity and they desire to be informed when 
all submarines have left their zone. They will take such action as they 
can to assure that submarines are not attacked. With reference to passage 
of TARTARY STRAIT they promise early reply. 

09 2115 C0M3RDFLT to CETCPAC info CTF 38. CTF 37 . 

For strikes after August 11th fueling intend to be prepared to shift 
full weight of attack to TOKYO AREA if my assigned primary northern targets 
are inaccessible or if fields now under attack are no longer good targets. 

09 2202 COMHCH AND CKO to CIMCPAC ADVANCE info COMNORPAC. ALUSNA MOSCOW. 

Refer ALUSNA MOSCOW 090957 being passed to you. Comment on convoy and 
escort control proposals therein. With respect C£P recognition systems 
CNO 091415 refers. 

10 0811 CIHCPAC ADVANCE to CONINCH info CO! 1I0RPAC. .ALUSNA MOSCOW . 

Your 092202. ALUSNA MOSCOW 090957. Recommend convoy system follow 
concept my Joint Staff Dtudy KREI . B LOCKS 4 of 26 May 1945. 

Para. Specifically recommend that (A)AChop line as suggested in stucfy - 
be established within the SEA OF OKHOTSK east of which the UNITED STATES 
have complete responsibility for air and surface protection of convoys and 
east of which no Russian Submarines operate. West of the Chop line the 
reverse situation should exist. (B) Convoys assemble at ADAK and routed 
direct through the KURILES via ONNEKOTAN, SHASUKOTAH or MUSH3R0 STRAITS 
to Russian ports or direct to PETROPAVLOSK. Minimum traffic between 
PETROPAVLOSK and ports to westward. (C) Minimum use of PETROPAVLOSK. No 
U.S. Naval shore establishments in Russian ports except for communications 
and liaison. (D) Dispatch of westbound convoys to be controlled by 
COMNORPAC and eastbound convoys by Russian Naval Command. Direct coordina¬ 
tion and consultation between COMNORPAC and appropriate Russian naval 
commander required. 

10 1609 CINCPAC ADVANCE to C0U3RDPLT info COMINCH. CTF 38. CINCAFPAC. COMNORPAC . 
C0M7THFLT. CCM5THFLT . 

The text of my Joint Staff Study CAMPUS dated 9 August insofar as 
naval landing force operations are concerned new reads as follows. "At 
each principal anchorage occupied an operational airfield will if practic¬ 
able be occupied to facilitate communications and airborne troop landings 
and for eventual development for naval purposes. The timing of this 
occupation will be such as to support the landing of troops in strength 
but may be adjusted by the local naval commander as necessary to meet the 
requirements of the situation as it develops after the arrival of naval 
forces in Japanese ports. Key positions on shore in the vicinity of the 
anchorages occupied may be occupied if such action becomes necessary to 
insure the safety of naval forces". 

Para. If time permits desire advance notification of any landing force 
operations under naval command. 


AUGUST 


3438 










augustTgct ) 



CIMGPAC ADVANCE to ALPOA info COMINCii . 

The public announcement by the Japanese of counter proposals for the 
termination of the war must not be permitted to affect vigilance against 
Japanese attacks. Neither the Japanese nor Allied Forces have stooped 
fighting. Take precautions against treachery even if local or general 
surrender should be suddenly announced. Maintain all current reconnais¬ 
sance and patrols. Offensive action shall be contined unless otherwise 
specifically directed. 

CINCPAC ADVANCE to COMGENUSASTAF info C0MGEN20THAF. 


Desire that any mines laid in SASEBO, NAGASAKI, KOBE, OSAKA, NAGOYA, 
TOKYO, all other southern and eastern HONSHU ports, and all INLAND SEA areas 
other than eastern approach to SHIMONSEKI STRAITS and other than INLAND 
SEA area between 133-OOE and 134-45E be sterilized by 1 December 1945- 
.Also request that the number of mines planted in INLAND SEA area between 
133-OOE and 134-45E that will not be sterilized by 1 December 1945 be 
held to a minimum. Sterilizing times for other targets indicated in 
C0MGEN21B0MCGMS 300035 June and COMAF 20 »s 290740 July as agreed to by ny 
020256 July. 


10 1407 C PIC AFP AC to CINCPAC ADVANCE HQ . 

C 32375. 

Tentative troop lists for BLACKLIST are approaching completion in 
current conferences with 6th, 8th and 10th Array commanders and with FEAF. 
Request that representatives of the Amphibious Forces which you intend to 
designate to work with each Army Commander be instructed to contact Army 
Commanders for detailed planning. Headquarters 6th Army now San Fernando, 
•Pampang, Headquarters 8th Army now LEYTE; headquarters 10th Amy now 
OKINAWA. Amy commanders will be responsible for the loading out of FEAF 
elements. 

10 1507 CINCAFPAC to CINCPAC ADVANCE info CINCPAC PEARL. CG V MAR AMPHIB CORPS . 
COMAF 13. COMGEN FEAF . 

cx 32403 . 

FEAF has assigned 13th Air Force mission of support 5th Amphibious 
Corps during OLYMPIC. Propose authorizing direct liaison between repre¬ 
sentatives 13th Air Force and 5th Marine Amphibious Corps on matters per¬ 
taining operational coordination and utilization aircraft warning control 
groups in direct support Marine OLYMPIC operations. Involves sending air¬ 
craft and liaison personnel to HA’VAUN required for liaison purposes. Your 
comments requested. 

10 2314 CINCPAC ADVANCE to CINCAFPAC info COMGENFEAF. C0MAF13. C0MGEN5THPHIBC0RPS . 

Your 101507 concur subject to the comment that the 1st Marine .Aircraft 
'.Ving is planned to be furnished as a component of the units of the Fleet 
Marine Force which may participate in OLYMPIC. As far as practicable 
Marine Ground Forces should be supported by Marine Aviation and Ground Air 
Liaison with Fleet Marine Force should be carried on by Marines. 
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10 2000 COMIIICH AMD CHO to CIMCPAG BOTH HQ. C0MSA3TFR0N. CCI.f 7ESSSAFR0N. COMGULFSEA- 
FROIT info SECNAV. 

In order to conform vdth V/ar Department policy for public relations and 
censorship purposes concerning military use of ATOMIC energy and ATOMIC 
bomb war Department policy is quoted below for guidance. Doubtful matters 
should be submitted to Navy Department puginfo for clearance V/ar Department 
or U.S. Office of Censorship representatives. "1. Censors may pass material 
dealing with ATOM BOMB and military use of ATOMIC energy within bounds of 
official releases only. 2. Industries universities, individuals etc may be 
identified with the overall development in general terms but may not 
elaborate on their technical contributions. 3. Historical information of 
non-military nature concerning ATOMIC energy provided technical information 
on ATOMIC research after January 1940 is not revealed. Censors should stop 
for security reasons following information. 1. References to specific 
processes formulae and mechanics of operation. 2. Stocks location of stocks 
procurement of stocks and stocks consumption. It may be said that uranium 
is used. 3. Quality and quantity of production of active materials for ATCSA 
bombs. 4. Physics characteristics and future military improvements or 
developments of ATOMIC energy or ATOMIC BOMB. 5. Descriptions or pictures 
of bomb and nature of its action other than comparative explosives equi¬ 
valents such as equal to 20,000 tons of TUT or 2000 times more powerful 
than any bomb yet used. 6. Techniques of operational use of the bomb. 

7. Information as to relative importance of the various methods or plants 
or of their relative functions or efficencies. General references may be 
made to these installations only plants adjacent to OAK RIDGE, TENNESSEE 
and RICHMOND, WASHINGTON and the laboratory near SAI'ITE FE, NEW MEXICO." 

10 2315 CINCPAC ADVANCE to JCS info CINCPAC PEARL. CINCAFPAC, CG USFCT . 

Subject is NAPK0 PROJECT which involves introduction of OSS personnel 
into KOREA by submarine and establishment of 2 radio listening posts at 
forward bases to receive information. 

Para. Objectives are (A) to organize intelligence network in KOREA; 

(B) assist in rescue of dawned aviators;(C) provide base for further pen¬ 
etration of JAPAN prooer by clandestine agents; (D) organize resistence, 
sabotage and guerrilla activities. Principal value may lie in (D). 

Para. Comments on CINCAFPAC and CG USFCT on this project are contained 
in their 151119 July and 051200 July respectively both of which have been 
passed to JCS for information. 

Para. CINCPAC does not favor project at this time but is prepared to 
furnish submarine to transport personnel if required, 

10 2317 CINCPAC ADVICE to C0N?iiI3;J?AC. C0M3RDPHIBF0R. C0U5THPHIBFGR. C0I.i7THPHI3F0R. 

info CCMINCH. CINC‘.FFAC. CC:7T!IFI,T. CCN5TIPLT. C0HGEN6THARMY. COMGFN 10. 

COM-GEM 8. CINCPAC PEARL II , . 

My Joint.Staff Study CAMPUS provide? that the planning and execution of 
the occupation of JAPAN by U.S. Army Forces will be coordinated with CINC¬ 
AFPAC. C0MPHIB5PAC vail control the amphibious movement and debarkation of 
the occupation forces through the various amphibious force and group com¬ 
manders. An amphibious force commander will be designated to operate in 
close coordination with each .Army Commander and to conduct the movement to 
the objective of the forces assigned each Army. C0M3RDPHIBF0R will move 
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10 2317 GINGPAC .ADVANCE to COMPHIBSPAC. C0M3RDPHIBF0R. COM5THPHIBFOR. C0H7THFHIBF0R . 

info CCTJNCH. CIMCATP/.C. C0M7THFLT. C0H5THFLT. CCHGI3l6THAR}.!Y. COHGEN 10 

COMGEN 8, CINCPAC PEARL (Cont»d)7~' 

the 8th Army, C0M5THPHIBF0R the 6th Army and C0K7THPHIBF0R the 10th Army". 

Para. Amphibious force commanders concerned establish planning liaison 
immediately with Array Commanders. Headquarters 6th Army now San Fernando. 
Headquarters 8th Army now Leyte. Headquarters 10th Army now Okinawa. 

11 0217 CINCPAC ADVANCE to COIJNCH info CINCAFPAC, C0M3RDFLT. CCM5THFLT. C0H7THFLT. 

CINCPAC- PEARL HP. COHIICRPAC, USS SOUTH DAKOTA . 

In the event of a Japanese surrender it is ny present intention to 
continue to exercise my command from ray headquarters at GUAM except when 
my presence is required elsewhere for particular purposes. Admiral Halsey 
will remain in MISSOURI. Admiral Spruance will break his flag in NEW 
JERSEY. SOUTH DAKOTA will remain in company with Admiral Halsey and will 
be prepared to serve as ray flagship when required. I expect to move 
between GUM and SOUTH DAKOTA by seaplane when necessary. 

11 0829 CINCPAC ADVANCE to CINCAFPAC info CCM5THFLT. C0I3KPAC . 

Due to quantities of United States pressure type mines laid in KCBE- 
OSAKA AREA specifically in the OSAKA WAN it appears impracticable to 
operate in that area 'until sterilizers render the mines inoperative in 
February 1946. KURE appears to be preferable as a base from which to 
control INLAND SEA. This affects CAMPUS and BLACKLIST to a controlling 
degree. 

11 1215 CONGENCHINA to CINCPAC info CINCAFPAC. COMGENSOSCHINA. COHGSNTACT CHINA. 

WARCOS . 

CFBX 4309. 

Regardless of Japanese surrender request all material, shipping and 
personnel designated for FORT BAYARD at GUAM conference be considered as 
firm agreements. All material, shipping and personnel agreed upon are 
required by CHINA THEATER whether port is established at BAYAED, KO'VLOON 
or elsewhere. 

12 0244 CINCPAC ADVANCE to C0N5THFLT info C0H3RDFLT. COMPHIBSPAC. C0M1STCARTFPAC. 

C0M2NDCARTFPAC, CASCU PHI3GPAC. 

Refer to CASCU top secret serial 00015 dated 11 July and CGM5TH:'LT 2nd 
endorsement serial 000155 of 7 August thereto subject dusk and dawn fighter 
patrols. 

Para. It is considered infeasible to accomplish the training of fleet 
pilots on any such scale as visualized. Commanders of fast carrier task 
forces should take such measures as are practicable to insure that VF pilots 
flying dusk CAP'S are capable of landing on board parent carriers after dari 
Para. The maintenance of the day CAP after sunset is within the 
operational control of appropriate commanders and should be so ordered if 
required. 
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12 0807 CINCPAC ADVANCE HQ. to C0115THFLT. 0CM7THFLT. COHINCH. CIHCAFPAC. C0M3RDFLT. 

COMNORPAC. 


For occupation planning am modifying concept my Joint Staff Study 
with respect to areas of responsibilities of action adees. C0M5THFLEST 
will command naval occupation western HONSHU, SHIKOKU and KYUSHU and 
will control INLAND SEA, southern half of SEA OF JAPAN, and waters east 
of line from southern tip of KOREA at 127-00 east south to 32-00 north 127- 
GO east southwest to 26-30 north 123-00 east thence south to 20-00 north. 
This will give C0N7THFLEET responsibility for planning and conducting ^ 
operations from LUICHOW PENINSULA along CHINA COAST, in YANGTSE RIVER, 
and in YELLOW SEA. It vdll more nearly conform to boundaries between 
zones of action of 6th and 10th armies. Request your comment. 

11 0858 CIHCPAC ADVANCE to COMGENFMFPAC info FHFPAC REP MARIANAS. C0HGEN3RDPHIBC0R . 

Alert 1 RCT From 6th MarDiv for immediate occupation duty if required. 
Unit should be completely equipped and ready for active combat operations. 

5 units of fire and 30 days supply to accompany. If employed this RCT 
vdll be withdrawn later for subsequent employment with parent division. 
Advise unit designated earliest. 

11 1344 ALU SNA HOSCO'J to CIHCPAC ADVANCE info COMNCH AND CNO. 




Soviets consider that entry and exit of U.S. submarines through T.ARTARY 
STRAIT can be arranged for only after exchange of liaison groups between 
Soviet and United States Pacific Fleets and after a system of recognition 
on which they are presently engaged has been worked out. Cincpac 090050 
refers. 


12 0111 CINCPAC ADVANCE to COHINCH . 

Request early action on ny 070553 since the operations involved vdll 
be reauired to support operations directed by '. r 4RX 47513 (JCS 102217) even 
if Japanese surrender. 

12 0112 CIHCPAC ADVANCE to C0L7TIIFLT . 

CINCAFPACS 090503 indicates that 3 patrol craft escort (rescue) have 
been converted into communication ships. It is noted that they were not 
included in your 121406 or 300821 as available for 0LY1.PIC. rlease 
furnish me complete data on status these craft including date authority 
and extent of their conversion, present employment, source and service 
ownership of additional equipment. 

Para. All ships of the Pacific Fleet which participate in CAMPUS 
will be assigned by me to an appropriate Task Organization. 

AUGUST 
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12 1202 CINCBPF to CTF 112 info V.U RA(P), .'.C 1 . 

Further to my 120226. I have now been instructed by CTF 111 to prepare 
a plan to move 3 snail composite groups with air and logistic support to 
HONG KONG, SHANGHAI and perhaps SINGAPORE. 

Para 2. To achieve this all Cruisers and majority of destroyers of 
TG 37.3 may be required to augment TG 111.2 and these ships will require 
replenishment as far as possible at MANUS. 

Para 3. Further signal will be made when situation has been appreciated 
and instructions of HM Govern..ent which are expected have been received. 

Para 4. 1 AT AIT CCTKE (A) Requirements of CTG 3^.5 should continue to have 
1st priority. Some reduction MT his JULYR requirements may prove possible 
if situation clears quickly. 

(B) Units of Fleet Train and Escorts which are operationally 
useful should not come south of MANUS. 

(C) Movements of CVE'S to AUSTRALIA should continue as previous¬ 
ly arranged. 

12 1527 CINCAFPAC to CCM3RDPHIB. CG1STARMY, C0H7THPHIB. CCN5THPHIB, ViARCOS. COH- 

PHIBSPAC. USASTAF. CG 6TK ARMY, FNFPAC. CG 8THAK.gr. CGToTH ARMY. ASCOM. 

CG AF.VESPAC. COMGENPSAF. AFMIDPAC, CINCPAC ADVANCE H3. « 

CX 33017. 

BLACKLIST Play, 3rd Edition, dated 3 August, is hereby amended to 
designate the 20-4th Corps as occupation force, KOREA, the 20-4th Corps 
will assume responsibilities assigned 10th Army in KOREA, functioning as 
a Task Force directly under this headquarters. Responsibilities of the 
10th Army in the RYUKYUS and for mounting out troops for BLACKLIST remain 
unchanged. 

Para. Tentative troop list for BLACKLIST distributed 12 August as 
inclosure to letter this headquarters file AG 322 (11 .August 1945) GC (not 
to all or needed) is amended as follows: on page 1 substitute the words 
"Part 1: 24th Corps", for the words "Part 1: 10th U.S. Army". Delete the 
following units from Part 1: Headquarters and Headquarters Company 10th 
Army, 519 Military Police Battalion (.Array), 35 signal operations battalion 
to headquarters and Headquarters company ASCOM 10 is designated headquarters 
and Headquarters company 24. 

Para. The 10th .Army will reinforce headquarters, 24th Corps with 
commissioned and enlisted personnel, and such other appropriate resources 
as may be available, to enable the 24th Corps to perform its assigned 
area command and military government functions. 

12 2143 COMINCH AND CNO to CPICPAC ADVANCE info COHGSN CHINA. COS USA. 

Assembly of personnel and material and arrangements for shipping your 
070553 are approved for employment on CHINA COAST in accordance with JCS 
directive to be issued when desination determined. 
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14 0629 CINCPAC ADVANCE to COMSERVPAC. CCLIAIRPA. CPMGfPTRlFPAC. OOM3RDFLT. COH5THFLT 

CQHPHI3SPAC. COM7TKFLT info CCIONCH. CITO. MARCORPS. COMNORPAC. CINCAFPAC. 

C0NG5N6THARMY. CCMGENPOA. C0MGEN5TH?iI3C0RPS. CQHG2NSSWGC?,Q)FHFPAC. CINCPOA 

PEARL. CCM3RDPHI3F0R. CCH5THPHIBk)R. COI.i?TH?HIBFOR. CTF 96. GPU MARIANAS 

ccmgen2nd? '.'Jiti?. ii:g, fnfpacrep : arim?ag. cong.n:airf:??ac. 

V/ARNING ORDER. Be prepared to execute operation CAMPUS on short notice 
in accordance CINCPOA Joint Staff Study serial 0005103 August 9. Troop 
list will be in accordance CINCPAC 100904, 120623, 120624. 5thPhibCorps 
should be' ordered to report to COMGBfbTHARMY for planning. 

Para. Lt. Col. B. j. Truitt, USMC is designated as MarAirBase 
commander YOKOSUKA. Col. B. L. Smith, USMCR is designated as MarAirBase 
commander SASEBO-KAGASAKI and should be ordered to report to C0KGEN2ND 
MARAIRWING at earliest for teansfer with ground ech HAG 22. COMAIRPAC 
nominate Mar off at earliest for duty as ConMarAirBase KURE. Capt. G. J. 
Dufek, USN is designated as COMNAVAIRBASE OMLNATO. He should be ordered 
to report for transportation to CO of AC ORE to be designated for this NAB. 


14 0819 CINC RAC ADVANCE to CINCAFPAC info CC?.?7THFLT. COMPHILSEAFRON. C0MH JCH . 


Since CC?, f 7THFLT will be required to operate as a Task Fleet Commander 
outside the southwest Pacific area in connection with occupation operations 
at an earlier date than contemplated for OLYMPIC, it is desirable that he 
pass to COMPHILSEAFRON at the earliest possible date all his remaining 
functions as senior Naval Commander in the SWPA originally planned for 
1 October accordance paragraph G of my 130751 approved by COMINCH 201819 
and placed in effect by my 211808. Request your early concurrence. 

Para. Suggest CCM7THFLEST and COMPHILSEAFRON conter and advise me and 
CINCAFPAC earliest practicable date for transfer. 

14 0829 CINC BFF to CTF 112. info CTG 111.2. CTG 30.5. CINCPAC ADVANCE . 

Admiralty have now stated intention of sending British Naval Force to 
HONGKONG subject to arrangements with U.S. Chiefs of Staff. 

Para 2. Force will be dravm from TG 111.2. 

Para 3. Provision of oilers is essential to this move even at some 
expense of TG 33.5 

Para 4. Consider following moves will provide maximum flexibility 
(A) SAN AMBRCSI0 and SAN ADOLPHO to refill at ULITHI (B) WAVE EMPEROR 
and SAN AMADO after refitting at MIWETOK to proceed to ULITHI. 

Para 5. CTF H? (a) renort inearrtions to CINC BPF and CTG 38.5 (B) 
make*direct arrangements with CTNCPAC ADVANCE and SOMSERVBGN 10 regarding 
ULITHI. 


14 1455 CINCAFPAC to CTNCPAC. 


33551 . ... . . 

Further to conference of 11 August with your representative (.Admiral 
Sherman) a vessel capable of sustained speed 17 knots is being loaded 
MANILA with materials and personnel necessary for construction of bulk 
aviation gasoline facilities TOKYO to go forward from OKINAWA 1st Navy 
echelon. Inasmuch as water capacity this vessel is limited it is requested 
that navy facilities for watering at both OKINAWA and objective area be 
made availab.e The name of vessel will be given in a separate radio. 

Advise if watering facilities for approximately 500 personnel will be 

available . 3444 
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14 2318 '' • RSH.ALL to AEDE!l?rPR. NlCARTilA info ITITTZ . 


WARX 49578. 

For your information with reference to :'/aR 49042, the British Chiefs 
of Staff now inform the U.S. Chiefs of Staff that they have issued in¬ 
structions to Admiral Fraser concerning acceptance of surrender of Japanese 
at HONGKONG. 

Para. In another paper the British asked the concurrence or comment 
of the U.S. Chiefs of Staff on instructions already sent to Mountbatten 
on which, in view of the time factor, the British are going ahead with 
all preparations. These instructions in summaiy are that, after ac¬ 
ceptance of Japanese surrender, main tasks will be: 

A. Reoccupation of key areas of occupied territory and surrender and 
disarmament of Japs. 

B. Release of British and Allied prisoners of war. 

C. Protection of British interests in CHINA. 

D. Participation in the occupation of JAPAN. 

Para. Assumptions on policy are: 

A. Parts of Southwest Pacific will pass to British and Australian 
command on cease fire. 

B. Highly important British accept HONGKONG surrender and show 
British flat at main Chinese ports. 

C. British take part in Japanese occupation with British Common¬ 
wealth force in which Great Britain, India, Australia, New Zealand and 
probably Canada will each be represented by a Brigade Group supported 
by an air component. 

Para. Mountbatten has been asked to submit pl$ns for operations in 
order of priority: 

A. Complete occupation of BUR?LA, reopen MALACCA STRAITS, and occupy 
SINGAPORE and key areas of MALAYA. 

B. Reestablish a British garrison in HONGKONG using initially British 
Pacific Fleet and an Australian force from BORNEO. These to be released 
as soon as possible with Brigade and tactical air force from SEAC. 

C. Sm all forces for certain Chinese ports. 

D. Occuuation of JAPAN. 

E. Dispatch of force to SAIGON. Arrangements being made to ship 
French forces and civil affairs personnel as a follow up. Mountbatten*s 
forces should not occupy more of INDO CHINA than necessary to assure the 
control of headquarters of the Japanese southern armies. 

F. Dispatch forces to JAVA as soon as possible to accept surrender 
there. Arrangements are being made to ship Dutch security forces. 

G. SUMATRA is in lower priority than JAVA. 

Para. Australian forces are being asked to take initial responsibility 
for BORNEO and enemy occupied territories in the east. At later date 
Mountbatten must be prepared to provide the Australians a small proportion 
of force and some merchant shipping, 

H. Mountbatten should appreciate that many of these arrangements are 
subject to agreement of Governments, which the British are now undertaking. 

Para. This ends summary of orders issued by British Chiefs of Staff 
to Mountbatten. 

Para. Request V/edemeyer * s and Mac Arthur 1 s expeditious comments on 
the foregoing. 

Para. This message passed to Nimitz at request of Navy Department. 
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15 0216 CINCPAC ADVANCE to COUNCK . 


At 142130 Halsey acknowledged receipt of orders to suspend air 
attack operations. The initial attack was already underway when I 
received your directive to suspend the operations. 

15 0305 CIHCAFPAC to CG 6THARMY. CG 8TII ARAiY, CG 10THARMY. CG XXIV CORPS. COHGSN 
FSAF, CG AFVJESPAC. ADMIDPAC. info CINCPAC ADVANCE. COHPHIBSPAC. CGM3RDFLT. 

C0M5THFLT, CGM7THFLT , C0K3RDPHI3F0R. COMVTHPKIBrOR . CG FMFPAC. CG US4STAF. 

WARCOS. 00I-I5THPHI3F0R. CG IsT AICIY. 

CX 33638. 

Follows warning order for execution of BLACKLIST operation. Action 
adees win immediately initiate the execution of operations to occupy 
JAPAN and KOREA as outlined in BLACKLIST. COMGEN 6TH and 8TH Armies and 
24th Corps win expedite arrangements respectively with Commanders 5th, 

3rd, and 7th Amphibious Forces and air Task Force Commanders. Operations 
• instructions number 4 directing preparations for the occupation of JAPAN 
and KOREA bein issued this date. B Day the effective date of 01 number 
4 is 15 August 1945. Operation MAJESTIC suspended indefinitely. Warning 
Orders for execution of B 60 win follow. No actual landing in JAPAN or 
KOREA van be made prior to a date to be announced later. 

15 0245 CIHCAFPAC to CINCPAC ADVANCE. CG 6TH ARMY. CG 8TH ARMY. CG I0TH AR 7 T . 

CG XXIV CORPS. AFWBSPAC. AF’CCDPAC. COHPHIBSPAC. 

CX 33634. 

Priorities for allocation of seaborne troop lift for phase 1 BLACKLIST 
are as fonows: 1st, for 8th Army, 3 and 1/3 reenforced .'my Divisions 
plus headquarters and supporting troops as fonows: GH AFPAC, 8th Army, 
n Corps, 14 Corps, destination TOKYO. 2nd, for 6th Amy, 1 reinforced 
Marine Division of the 5th Amphibious Corps, plus available elements of 
5th Amphibious Corps Headquarters both from MARIANAS, destination SASEBO- 
NAGASAKI. 3rd, for 6th Arny, 2 Reinforced Amy Divisions plus 6th Amy 
and 1 Corps Headquarters and supporting troops, destination OSAKA. 4th, f 
for 24 Corps, 2 Reinforced .Array Divisions plus 24 Corps Headquarters and 
corps troops, destination KIEJO. 5th, for 8th Array, 1 reinforced Array 
Division plus 9th Corps Headquarters and supporting troops, destination 
OMiINATO. 6th, for 6th .Army, 1 Marine Division plus remainder of 5th 
Amphibious Corps Headquarters and supporting troops from HAWAII, destinati¬ 
on SASEBC-NAGASAKI. 7*th, for 6th Army, 1 Reinforced Array Division from 
HAWAII, destination OSAKA. 8th, for 6th Amy, 1 reinforced Marine Divison 
from Marianas, destination SASEBO-MAGASAKI. 9th, for 6th .Amy, 1 Reinforced 
Amy division, destination OS,AKA. 10th, for 8th Amy, 1 and 1/3 reinforced 
Army Divisions, destination 0MINAT0. 

Para. Where more than 1 Division is allocated for initial movement 
to a given objective, the movement may, at the discretion of the Army or 
Corps Commander concerned, (6th .Amy, 8th Amy or 2 SXLKUXYRS ) and as 
arranged with the corresponding naval task force commander, be conducted 
by reinforced division rather than by simultaneous movement of the entire 
allocation. 

Para. The following paragraph for CINCPAC only: this message confirms 
priorities handed Admiral Sherman at Manila 13 August on BLACKLIST prior- 
ties and troop lift estimates. The estimate for the troops involved in the 
AUGUST (GCT) initial movement to the TOKYO area should read "personnel, 151 allocation 
of shinping should be obtained from the Army Commander concerned". ,j44c 












15 1333 CINCAFPAC to T .'ARCCS FOR JCS info CINCPAC ADVANCE. COXGEN US FORCES CHINA . 

CX 33330 - This radio in 4 parts. 

Para 1. Present planned BLACKLIST contemplates employment, JAPAN 
19 Divisions, KOREA 3 Divisions, Philippine Garrison 2 Divisions, reference 
SX 49334. It is considered that forces and shipping allocate for JAPAN 
proper must remain available pending determination of conditions after 
initial landings which will be made by 14 Divisions. 

Para 2. By confining KOREAN occupation to KSIJO .AREA and reducing 
initial entry to the initial division only, a division with shipping can 
be made available for DARIEN at a relatively early date. Eventual 
accomplishment of occupation mission in the United States zone of KOREA 
will require commitment of an additional Army division not now allocated 
if DARIEN is occupied. 

Para 3. Occupation of SHANGHAI by 2 divisions of the 3rd Phib Corps 
is proposed by CDJCPAC in conjunction vrith COMGSM CHINA when shipping 
becomes available, this can be accomplished if no unexpected requirements 
■arise in JAPAN proper or KOREA. 

Para 4. It is recommended that any occupations on the CHINA COAST 
by United States forces further to those cited above be placed in a 
contingent category dependent upon the development of the situation in 
higher priority areas and availability of resources. 

15 0206 CINCPAC ADVANCE to C0H3RDFLT. C0M5THFLT. C0M5THPHIBF0R . COMKORPAC. CONGSN 

5THPHIBC0RPS info CINCAFPAC . 

Para 1. CINCAFPAC staff study BLACKLIST mailed today. Following 
changes made since publication. 

A. 24th Corps designated as occupation force, KOREA. 24th Corps 
will assume responsibilities assigned 10th Irmy in KOREA, functioning 

as a Task Force directly under CINCAFPAC. 10th Amy responsibility in the 
RYUKYUS and for mounting out troops for BLACKLIST remain unchanged. 

B. In B 2 the 5th Phib Corps is substituted for the 1 Corps in the 
SASEBO-NAGASAKI AREA. The 1 Corps, reinforced with the 93th Division 
will be employed for B 10 in the OSAKA AREA. 

C. 2? Division is removed from 24 Corps and will be employed in B 60. 
27 Division replaces 98 division within the 14 Corps. 38 Division remains 
in AFPAC reserve. 

D. 96 Division is included in 24 Corps replacing 27 Division. 

E. Delete all references to occupation of any part of KARAFUTO. Such 
operations will not be conducted. 

Para 2. Foregoing changes also apply to applicalbe parts of my Joint 
Staff Study CAMPUS. 
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15 2127 COLICNCN A.;TP GTTC AND IT CF wT.AFF US ARTY to CETC-'-F RAC. CINCPAC ADVANCE 

info U.S. MILITARY MISSION MOSCOW. 

With Japanese capitulation previous arrangements for liaison groups 
Army and Navy at KHABAROVSK and VLADIVOSTOK appear to be subject to modi¬ 
fication. In this connection it is suggested that a Cruiser or other 
suitable vessel be provided for the use of Army and Navy liaison repre¬ 
sentatives to deal with the Russian Command in whatever ASTATIC PORT 
appears desirable such as DAIREN. The sending of a Cruiser for this 
liaison purpose should be considered in connection with previous directive 
regarding the occupation of DAIREN by United States forces. (For Deane 
reference to visits to or occupation of DAIREN is not to be communicated 
to the Soviets at this time). 

Para 2. Taking foregoing into consideration information desired from 
MacArthur and Kiraitz as to what chanes if any they desire as regards 
present arrangements for liaison groups at KHABAROVSK and VLADIVOSTOK 
informing military mission MOSCOW at same time. 

Para 3« In connection with above CINCPAC is advised that a group visa 
for Navy liaison group has not as yet been received but Rear Admiral Settle 
with 8 additional Naval officers and 6 enlisted man are proceeding by 
air to GUAN from Washington evening 16 August to report to him for further 
assignment in connection with this duty. 

16 0433 CNS SAMAR to C0H7THFLT info COKSERVPAC. COMSERV 7TH, CINCPAC BOTH HQ . 

Ify serial 0002 of 13 August Re: FORT BAYARD operation. Have assigned 
6 officers from NABU 13 including Commander John Harold Sedtz USNR 86937 
to this operation. Latter assigned acting Commanding Officer of NABU 
pending confirmation or designation of another by higher authority. Es¬ 
sential to have an organized NABU to avoid confusion. New Subject. 
Designation of 7 LST's received this date. Have not yet arrived but are 
expected tomorrow. Unless otherwise directed will begin loading upon . 
arrival. At moment appears that 3 additional LST's will be required 
but will advise of additional shipping requirements later. Personnel 
from GROPAC PEARL not arrived. Request shipping designator. 

16 0724 CINCPAC ADVANCE to CCMIUCH AND CKO info WARCOS. CDTCAFPAC . 

In view of current developments believe it better to cancel exchange 
of Flag Officers on basis originally planned. Your 152127. The presence 
of a Russian Liaison Group at my headquarters would have many disadvantages 

Para. In liew thereof prop se that Real’ Admiral Settle report to 
CINCPAC break his flag in a cruiser and proceed initially to VLADIVOSTOK 
and later to such other port as may be desirable. 

Para. Propose to use LOUISVILLE escorted by a destroyer*, if you concur. 


16 1141 CDICAFPAC to COlfDICH & CNO WARCOS. invo US MILITARY MISSION MOSCOW. 
CINCPAC. USASTAF . 


34087. 

ReUrad 152127Z the mission assigned to the U.S. Military liaison group 
which has been organized for station in KHABAFCVSK was to effect operatio¬ 
nal coordination and liaison with the Red Army in connection with Military 


operations against JAPAN. So far as this command is concerned direct 
liaison in no longer necessary query shall the project be continued. 












16 0809 CINCPAC ADVANCE to CINCAFPAC. 




Your 141507 . CX 33547. !£/ 150846 also refers. Naval facilities 

reauired to be furnished in each occupational area as follows: 

*A. Entire naval base at YOKOSUKA with all present facilities and 
living quarters for approximately 7600 Navy and 5400 4th Marine RCT. 

250 acres minimum space. YOKOSUKA Naval air base with living quarters 
for 4000 Navy personnel. Recreation area SAGAMI BEACH with 1 mile of 
beach and 50 acres for athletic fields. 50 trucks at least 11/2 tons. 

25 passenger vehicles, 

B. OIHNATO. Entire naval base at OlflNATO with all present facilities. 
KABAYAMA airfield with living quarters for 3000 personnel. 50 truck not 
less than 1 1/2 ton. 10 passenger cars. Clearance all highways between 
port and airfield. 

C. HIROSHIMA airfield with living quarters for 3500. Pier and landing 
facilities as close as possible to airfield with 10 acres cleared for 
sorting area in rear. 50 trucks not less than 1 1/2 ton. 10 passenger 
vehicles. Clearance all highways between port and airfield. 

D. SASEBO. Entire naval base at SASEBO with all present facilities. 

0MURA. seaplane base and airfield with all adjacent unloading facilities, 
living quarters for 4000. 50 trucks not less than 1 1/2 ton. 10 passenger 

vehicles. 

E. All existing wire communications systems between and in subject air¬ 
fields and adjacent naval bases or ports, /ill existing radio station 
installations at these naval bases or ports and airfields and all comr- 
munication facilities for port control to be left intact. 

P. Airfields to be complete with all existing facilities. Runways 
taxiv/ays and adjacent areas cleared of debris and ready for operation, 

G. Naval bases to be complete with piers workshops, drydocks, hospitals 
and equipment cleared of debris and ready for operation. 

H. ~ Facilities at airfields and bases to include adequate electric power 
water and seqage disposal. 

Para. Various additional facilities may be required and will be 
requested as the situation develops. 


14 1101 


CINC AFPAC to CINCPAC ADV. FMFPAC. WARCOS. C0MGEN6THARMY, C0MGS N$THARf.IY, 

C0MGEM10THARMY. ASCOM 1, COMGBNAFV/ESPAC. C0MGENF3AF. AFM DP AC. CCITHIBSPAC 

COHGENlstARMY. CQI.!GENUslsTAF 


cx 33452. 

BLACKLIST plan, edition number 3, this headquarters dated 8 August 45 
is amended as follows: 

A. In B2 the 5th Amphibious Corps is substituted for the 1 Corps in 
the SASEBO-HAGASAKI AREA. The 1 Corps, reinforced with the 98 division, 
will be employed for B-10 in the OSAKA AREA. 

B. The 27 Division is removed from 24 Corps and will be employed in 

B—60. The 27 division replaces the 98 division within the 14 Corps. The 

38 Division remains in AFPAC reserve. . ^ 

C. The 96 division is included in the 24 Corps replacing the 27 Div. 

D. Delete all references to operations for the occupation of any part 

of KARAFUTU. Such operations will not be conducted. 
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15 0529 CIHCAFPAC to CINCPAC ADV. C0HG3ICHINA. WARCOS. SACSEA. C0UG3KUSA5TAP. NIL 
MISSION Moscow. 





CX 33657. 

Pursuant to directive from the President of the United States and in 


accordance with agreement among the governments of the United States, 
Chinese republic, United Kingdo, and Union of Socialist Republics I have 
been designated as the Supreme Commander for the Allied Forces to accept, 
coordinate and carry into effect the Japanese surrender. I assume command 
accordingly. The channel of communications vdth the Japanese Imperial 
Government and Japanese Imperail Headquarters w il l be through this 


headquarters. MacArthur* 


16 0045 JOINT CHTP.FS OF STAFF to CIMCPAC ADV info CINCAFPAC. BRITISH ADMTY DELIS. 


WARX 50182. 

You will release to the full control of Admiral Fraser such parts of 
the British Pacific Fleet as he requests. 

16 0250 CBTCF0A ADVANCE to CINCAFPAC info COMINCH. WARCOS . 

Your CX 33831. Will send Rear Admiral Sherman to represent me at 
Manila during meeting vdth Japanese representatives 17 August. 

Para. The presence of a liaison group to represent me at your head¬ 
quarters in the TOKYO AREA will be very advantageous and I propose to 
send a group headed by a Flag Officer with communication and intelligence 
personnel as required. Will advise shortly as to personality. 


15 144 ? CCMGEHCHBTA to WARCOS Info COMINCH. CIHCAFPAC. CINCPAC, COKGENIB 




TOP SBCRET. CFBX 4740 In view of final decision that immediate 
requirements of China Theater for U S troops to occupy key positions 
cannot be furnished, determined measures must be taken to retain control 
of the situation here. Refer WAR 49574. First: It is urgently re¬ 
quested that no aircraft be removed from the India-Ch.ina Wing, ATC, 
see WAR 49943. The present instructions issued General Tunner in 
personal ATC message from Washington have caused him to take the measure 
of alerting 50 C-54* s fhe removal of which from the Hump is costing 
China Theater 12000 tons per month and this loss in the absence of 
immediate U S occupation forces on the CHINA COAST is jeopardizing 
the new mission of the China Theater WARX 47593. Chinese troops are 
being alterted for move to secure the most critical areas however their 
arrival will be a matter of weeks or months if airlift is not employed. 
Adeauate forces to insure security of these key areas cannot be moved 
in time unless all presently assigned aircraft are available to lilt 
the troops and to bring fuel into CHINA. 2nd: It is urgently requested 
that additional assistance be given by making Avigas available at the 
airfields in vicinity of NANKING and in the TIGNTSIN-PSIrING area for 
the movement of occupational Chinese forces. It is suggested that U 3 
Nava convoy shipment of avigas. 

Para, utilizing vessels set up for J3£SDAR should meet our emergency 
recuiraments for the NANKING area, provided we can expect continued 
shipments, means which can be made available plus personnel and equipment 
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15 1442 -(c ontinued)- 

previously allocated by CINCAFPAC, CINCPAC and WAR for JEHEDAR should 
enable us to handle' this operation. leuqest that all resources allocated 
t mty for JSLEDAR be diverted to NANKING. 

Para. In addition request the 7 LST's originally earmarked for^ 
nsvfli pre-convoy in JEHEDAR be retained after off loading at WANKING 
with addition of any others which can be made available for lift of drummed 
avigas from OKINAWA to TIENTSIN. 

Para. 3rd: The allocation of LCI craft for coastal or river move¬ 
ment intra CHINA would material increase our capabilities for the .ovement 
of forces into the vital areas. It 3s recommended that Task Force 93 
be augmented by a minimum of $0 LCI for this purpose. 

Para. The urgency and importance of the above must not be under¬ 
estimated. There "are reports that fighting is already in progress between 
Central Government and Communist Troops in the TSUIGTAO area and elsewhere, 
with the Communists attempting to seize all key towns and airfields in 
northeast CHINA. Each day’s delay in placing a major force in the. 
critical areas increases the probability of widespread civil conflict 
and (jeopardizes our 1st task of securing the key areas within CHINA as 
stated in WAR 49574. 

16 1940 OOMTNGH AND CNQ CHTRT? 01? STAFF to IIIIMIS MOSCOW - COHINCH PASSES TO CINCPAC . 

CINCAFPAC . 

l.fjr 152127 and LULHIS MOSCOW MX 25322 since arrangements with Soviets for 
exchanging Army, Navy liaison groups KHABARAVOSK and VLADIVOSTOK and U.S» 
Headquarters were to effect war o]Xsrational coordination we now propose to 
cancel these liaison missions. 

Para 2. In order to provide for contact with the Soviet Pacific Naval 
headquarters we propose to send a Cruiser and 1 or 2 Destroyers initially 
to VLADIVOSTOK and later to such other ports as may be desirable. 

Para 3. Obtain Soviet concurrence on above and advise originators, 
and info addressees. Upon receipt of Soviet concurrence regarding visit 
to VLADIVOSTOK CINCPAC make detailed arrangements and notification direct 
through ALUSNA MOSCOW keeping CQMINCH advised. 

Para 4. If the need should arise for add tional liaison in connection 
with coordination o fPOSC surrender activities proposals therefor will be 
furnished at a later date. 

17 0615 COMGBN CHINA to NARCOS info CINCAFPAC. CINCPAC . 







CFBX 4&70. , 

Reference paragraph A of 4th document "General Order Number 1 1 alatary 

and Naval" (WAR 48672 as amended by subsequent messages) request that 
the term "MANCHURIA" be defined. Chinese authorities state that the 
term "MANCHURIA" includes only 3 provinces, namely, LIAONING, KARIN and 
HEILUNGKIANG. However since the Japanese created the puppet government of 
HANCHUKUO they have included the province of JSHOL v/hich the Chinese govern¬ 
ment considers to be an integral part of CHINA and not a part of MANCHURIA. 
The Chinese state that MANCHHRIA as a geographical term definetely does 
not include JEHOL and they feel it to be vitally important that JEHOL be 
expressly excluded from the term »MANCHURIA" as used in the surrender 
documents. Request that this matter be clarified and if possible that 
JSHOL be definitely excluded from MANCHURIA as used in General Order No. 1. 
Request prompt information as to action taken. 


AUGUST (GCT)- 










WX 50181. 

This message refers to Wedameyers 4352, MacArthurs 33449 and ff 
49334 and Cincpacs 120242. 

Priority far areas to be occupied as given in WX 47945 and 48004 
will not be changed at this time. However, it is desired that every 
effort be made to expedite the movement of U. S* Forces into key ports 
on the CHINA COAST. The Joint Chiefs of Staff recognize that the 
attitude of the Japanese administration and armed forces in the Jap 
Ho melan d and the subsequent size and speed of movement of U. S. Forces 
into the Japanese Homeland remains to be determined. In preparing a 
reply to 49334, it is requested that consideration be given to proceeding 
with arrangements on a basis that in addition to KEIJO or another 
KOREAN port, DAIREN if not already occupied by the Russians, a CHINA 
COAST port will be entered prior to commitment of forces for 2nd 
priority objectives in JAPAN PROPER as set forth in BLACKLIST plan . 
dated 25 July. This suggestion is made with the thought that it may 
be practicable to set up arrangements so that farces intended for ports 
around the YELLOW SEA can, up to their actual landing, still be shifted 
to the Japanese Homeland if the developing situation so indicates. 

On the matter of a specific port or ports on the CHINA COAST, this is 
left for the time being to Commanders concerned. Wedemeyer should obtain 
views of the Generalissimo on the port to be selected, if any one can 
be entered in the near future. For your information. State Department 
considers the occupation of TSINGTAO or TAKU should take priority over 
SHANGHAI. In light of the foregoing and in answering 49334, and this mes¬ 
sage, request that, after consulting Wedemeyer, MacArthur and Nimitz 
furnish their best estimate of time schedule on a port in KOREA, DAIREN 
and a CHINA PORT. In your time schedule there should be included alternate 
ports to be occupied by the forces set up should DAIREN anchor KEIJO 
have been previously occupied by the Soviets. 


AUGUST (GCT) 
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17 0906 CINCPAC ADVANCE to COMMARIANAS. CCNMARGILS info CQLI3RDFLT. C0115THFLT. 

oomairpac. coimiCH. cincpac pearl. cincafpac. 

/—s Make plans and preparations to receive tie surrender of all Jaoanese 

forces remaining in the BONINS, MARIANAS, CAROLINES and MARSHALLS. For 
these purposes the command areas shown in Appendix 1 to Annex 3 of my 
OpPlan 12-45 are applicah. Advise means required to implement plans. 

Para. Flans should include provision for concentrating prisoners in 
the larger islands or Atolls and for their repatriation when circumstances 
and shipping permit subject to arrangements between CINCAFPAC and CINCPAC. 

Para. Fake preliminary plans for activating naval airfields on Y/AKE 
and MARCUS for use of PATS and other transient aircraft. 

17 1045 CINCAFPAC to CINCPAC ADVANCE HO . 

C-34353. 

From Sherman. Have passed JCS WX 50181 to CCMPHIBSPAC and asked him 
to submit to you and CINCAFPAC his best estimates of timing under the 
present priorities and possible alternatives to permit earlier movements 
to CHINA. 

Para. Estimates by Wilkinson contemplates arrivals TOKYO as follows: 

B plus 16, 11th Corps Hdqtrs, 1st Cav Div and 112 RCT. B plus 20 2 AmericaL 
B plus 29 43 inf Div and 14th Corps Hdqtrs. Assuming use of same ships 
the 9th Corps Hdqtrs and 1 Div would arrive OMINATO B plus 40. 2nd Div 
OMINATO at B plus 47. 

Para. 6th Array estimates 1st arrivals as: 5th MarDiv B plus 31. 98th 
B plus 41. 3rd B plus 47. 27th B plus 57. 

Para. CINCAFPAC has asked CCIIGEN CHINA to send representative here. 

Para. Perhpas Carter can produce a helpful estimate from his own 
records. 


18 0810 C0HC-ENUSA3TAF to CINCPOA ADVANCE info CINCAFPAC. CCNGENAIR. COKAF 20 . 

CGL1AF 8. COHNAlAIIAS . 

2346. 

Further reference CINCPOA ADVANCE Top Sec message date time group 
160808Z August and our number 2229 date time group 176131Z, your attention 
is invited to the fact that prior to the termination of hostilities war 
department policy prescribed that USASTAF construction be in accordance 
with minimum war operational requirements. As a result, much of the con¬ 
struction that now exists is not desirable for either permanent or Semi¬ 
permanent use. In view of either the permanent or semi-permanent nature 
that many USASTAF installations may have, USASTAF desire to reserve the 
right to review current construction projects in light of post V-J day 
requirements and to propose construction that may be either of a permanent 
or semi-permanent nature as well as projects in categories .you list. You 
are advised of USASTAF APOS position in this matter inasmuch as your 
policy makes no provision for future war department approval of postwar 
projects. 


AUGUST (GOT ) 
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19 0023 MARCOS to CINCAFPAC. CHUNGKING CHINA THEATER HQ info GP'CPOA ADVUICE HO . 

If; U3AF C3I ITS.7 DEI .HI. PZPCOM 20AP GUAM. 

WABX 51481. 

In reply to a message from the Prime Minister, the President has an¬ 
swered as follows: "Prom the U.S. standpoint there is no objection to the 
surrender of HONGKONG being accepted by a British Officer provided Military 
coordination is effected beforehand by the British v*ith the Generalissimo 
on operational matters connected with assistance and support through that 
area to Chinese and American forces who may still be either engaged against 
the enemy or involved in securing surrender of Japanese forces in the 
hinterland. General MacArthur will be instructed to arrange for the 
surrender of HONGKONG to the British Commander whenever the above coordina¬ 
tion is effected. 

Para. The Secretary of State informed T. V. Soon^here this morning 
of thus contemplated action stating that it did not xn any way represent 
U.S. views regarding the future status of HONGKONG. 

19 0219 CQ3RDFLT to CONGE! ?8TH ARMY info CINCAFPAC. dNCPAC ADV. CTF 31. C0I.!GEtT4TBIAR . 

HALSEY TO SICHEiBSRGER . 

Predicated on assumption fleet arrives SAGALCE WAN 23rd, airborne land¬ 
ing 11th AB division takes place 25th, and troops vail initially occupy 
only ATSUGI-YOKOSUKl and area to southward I have formulated 2 alternate 
plans (plan 1) 4th Marines and Fleet Marine landing force under B.G. Clement 
land at SHINJIKU. 4th Marines spearheaded by tanks make 2 prong simultaneous 
advance on YOKOSUKA airbase and YOKOSUKA naval base. Fleet Marines protect 
rear and flanks. Ship fire support in both SAGAME WAN and TOKYO BAY. Plan 
2 forces land at YOKOSUKA air base and envelope YOKOSUKA naval base from 
rear by land. 

Para. Both plans contemplate landings on same day as airborne landings 
with H hour for naval landings approximately same as time designated for 
airborne landings or as you may direct. Plan 1 preferred as it avoids 
exposing transports to treachery in very restricted waters. Both plans 
permit subsequent isolating and disarming enemy forces on peninsula south 
of K0K03UKA-SHINJIKU line after fleet landing forces take over security 
duty at YOKOSUKA air and naval bases. 

Para. Nav landing forces comprise 4th Marines and 1800 (3 battalions) 
marines from the fleet under Clement, a reserve force of 1200 (3 battalions) 
U.S. bluejackets and 1 battalion (400 men) from British Fleet for secutiy 
duty. An additional reserve of 5 battalions (2000 men) of U.S. bluejackets 
• can be mustered but with inferior equipment. 

Para. In order to crystallize details of my plans request following 
information earliest (A) on what air field or fields will 11th AB division 
land (B) is my plan 1 agreeable to you (C) what if any support of airborne 
operation do you require from 3rd fleet air surface or ground forces (D) 
do you wish to designate H hour for .my forces or will you be satisfied with 
my intent to time it with initial airborne landings (E) are you agreeable 
to my normal amphibious organization (CTF 31 R Adm Badger Commander attack 
Force). Brig Gen Clement Commander Landing Force) under which Clement is 
COMGHN ashore until notified that he is relived by the officer you designate, 

Para. With the answers to the foregoing I can meet any time table with 
72 hours notice in advance of earliest scheduled date of airborne landing. 









19 2113 JOINT CHIEFS OF STAFF to "AC ARTHUR. ..XDNJ'.ArAR info I'EZETZ. ''HESL5R. SPASTZ 

BRITISH JOINT STAFF USSION. 


WARX 51776. 

Concerning WARX 51431, ’lac Arthur vd.ll arrange for the surrender of 
HONGKONG- to a British Commander as soon as the military coordination vdth 
the Generalissimo on operational matters indicated by the President is 
effected by the British. ..edemeyer vd.ll keep NacArthur informed of the 
progress of these arrangements vdth the view to expeditious action. 

18 2313 '..'acua to ci: cat aj info n . uaafbi. h usafct. ceicpoa advabcb. 


WARX 51397. 

State Department requests you be informed that the President has now- 
decided that, in addition to representatives of the U.S., Great Britian, 
China, and the Soviet Union, representatives of Australia, Canada, France, 
New Zealand and the Netherlands will be invited to be present at the 
acceptance of the Japanese surrender. Reference is WARX 50043. Communica¬ 
tions have gone to those governments asking them to name representatives 
and to communicate, if possible, directly vdth you on details, including 
arrangements for attendance. 

Para. State Department requests appropriate instructions be issued to 
you to provide for the presence of these representatives. The foregoing 
is for your information and guidance. 


19 0909 SUPR3I3 COMMANDER FOR ALLIED PCWIiRS to CIKCPAC ADVANCE. COHGSN CHINA 

/ (GSN5RALISSIT.1)). GH „ AUSTRALIAN MILITARY FORCXS (GSKL PLAINT/) . CHIEF. U.S. 

/ NILITAiff MISSION. 190SCQW (CD1C SC VIET FORCES.' FAR BAST. CG 29TH CCRPS. CG 

/ 3TH AHUY. CG 6T11 SACSBA info WARCOS (JCS). CG 1QTHARHY. 24TH CORPS. USASTAF 

\ / CG AF WESPAC. 


X Z515. 

Herewith for information are official texts of 3 basic documents govern¬ 
ing general surrender of Japanese and Japanese controlled armed forces which 
are being handed by me to Japanese representatives at ray headquarters 20 
August 1945 for compliance as indicated, (a) proclamation by the Fbiperor 
of JAPAN. "Accepting the terms set forth in declaration by the heads of 
the Governments of the United States, Great Britain and China on July 26 
1945 at POTSDAM and subsequently adhered to by the Union of Soviet Socialist 
Repuglics, I have commanded the Japanese Imperial Government and the 
Jaoanese Imperial General Headquarters to sign on .ny behalf the instrument 
of surrender presented by the Supreme Commander for the Allied Powers and 
to issue general orders to the military and naval forces in accordance with 
the direction of the Supreme Commander for the Allied Pavers. I command 
all my people forthwith to cease hostilities, to lay dam their arms and 
faithfully to carry out all the provisions of the instrument of surrender 
and the general orders issued by the Japanese Imperial General Headquarters 
hereunder" . 

B. "Instrument of surrender". We, acting by command of and on behalf 
of the iirvperor of Japan, the Japanese Government and the Japanese Imperial 
General Headquarters, hereby accept the provisions in the declaration issued 
’qy the heads of the Governments of the United States, China and Great 
Britain 26 July 1945 at POTSDAJ', and subsequently adhered to by the Union 
of the Soviet Socialist Republics, which 4 powers are hereafter referred to 

as the Allied Powers. 345 r 
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Para. We hereby proclaim the unconditional surrender to the Allied Powers 
of the Japanese Imperial General Headquarters and of all Japanese Armed 
Forces and all Armed Forces under Japanese control wherever situated* 

Para. We hereby command all Japanese forces wherever situated and the 
Japanese people to cease hostilities forthwith, to preserve and save from 
damage all ships, aircrafts, and military and civil property and to comply 
with all requirements which may be imposed by the Supreme Commander for the 
Allied Powers qr by agencies of the Japanese Government at his direction. 

Para, ,/e hereby command the Japanese Imperial General Headquarters to 
issue at once orders to the Commanders of all Japanese Forces and all forces 
under Japanese control wherever situated to surrender unconditionally them¬ 
selves and all forces under their control. 

Para. We hereby command all civil, military and naval officials to 
obey and enforce all proclamations, orders and directives deemed by the 
Supreme Commander for the Allied Powers to be proper and to effectuate this 
surrender and issued by him or under his authority and we direct all such 
officials to remain at their posts and to continue to perform their non- 
combatant duties unless specific all?/ relieved by him or under his authority. 

Para 6. We hereby undertake for the Emperor, the Japanese Government 
and their successors to carry out the provisions of the POTSDAM declaration 
in good faith, and to issue whatever orders and take whatever action may be 
required by the Supreme Commanders for the Allied Parers or by any other 
designated representatives of the Allied Powers for the purpose of giving 
effect to that declaration. 

Para 7. We ereby command the Japanese Imperial Government and the 
Japanese Imperial General Headquarters at once to liberate all allied priso¬ 
ners of war and civilian internees now under Japanese control and to provide 
for their protection, care, maintenance and immediate transportation to 
places as directed, 

Para 8. The authority of the Emperor and the Japanese Government to 
rule the state shall be subject to the Supreme Commander for the Allied 
Powers who win take such steps as he deems proper to effectuate these 
terms of surrender. 

Para. Signed at blank at blank on the blank day of blank, 1945. Blank 
by command in behalf of the Emperor of Japan and the Japanese Government. 
Blank by command and in behalf of the Japanese Imperial General Headquarters. 

Para. Accepted at blank at blank on the blank day of blank 1945, ior 
the United States, Repbulic of China, United Kingdom, and the Union of Soviet 
Socialist Republics, and in the interest of the other United Nations at 
war with Japan. Blank Supreme Commander for the .Allied Powers. Blank 
United States representative. Blank Republic of China representative. Blank 
United Kingdom representative. Blank Union of Soviet Socialist Republics 
representative". 

C. General order number 1, military and naval. "The impena— General 
Headquarters by direction of the Emperor, and pursuant to the surrender of 
the Supreme Commander for the .Allied Powers of all Japanese armed 1'orces 
by the Emperor, hereb orders all of its commanders in Japan and abroad 
to cause the Japanese Armed forces and Japanese controlled forces under 
their command to cease hostilities at once, to lay down their arms, to remair 
in their present locations and to surrender unconditionally to commanders 
acting on behalf of the United States, The Renublic of China, the United^ 
Kingdom and the British Empire, and the Union of Soviet' Socialist Republics 
as "indicated hereafter or as may be further directed by the Supreme Commandei 
for the Allied Powers. Immediate contact will be made with the indicated 
commanders, or their designated representatives, subject to a y changes in 
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detail presceibed by the Supreme Commander for the Allied Powers, and their 
instructions will be completely and immediately carrier out (A) the Senior 
Japanese Commanders and all ground, sea, air and auxiliary forces within 
CHINA, (excluding MANCHURIA)., FORMOSA and FRENCH INDO-CHEIA north of 16-00 
north shall surrender to Generalissimo CHI/JIG KAI-SHEK. (B) The Senior 
Japanese commanders and all ground, sea, and auxiliary forces within 
. MANCHURIA, KOREA north of 38-00 north and KARAFUTO shall surrender to the 
Commander in Chief of Soviet Forces in the Far East. 

Para. (C) The senior Japanese commanders and all ground, sea, air and 
auxiliary forces within the ANDAMANS, NICOBARS, BURMA, THAILAND, FRENCH 
INDO-CHINA SOUTH of 16-00 north, MALAYA, BORNEO, NETHERLANDS INDIES, N3/I 
GUINEA, BISMARKS, and the SOLOMONS, shall surrender (to the Supreme Commander 
South East Asia Command or the commanding general Australian Forces-the 
exact breakdown between Mountbatten and the Australians to be arranged 
between them and the details of this paragraph then prepared by the Supreme 
Commander for the Allied Powers. (D) The senior Japanese Commanders and 
all ground, sea, air and auxiliary forces in the Japanese Mandated Islands, 
-'RYUKYUS 7 BOI'IIBS, and other Pacific islands shall surrender to the Commander 
in Chief, United States Pacific Fleet. 

Para. (S) To the Imperial General Headquarters, its senior commanders, 
and all ground, sea, air and auxiliary forces in the main islands of JAPAN, 
minor islands adjacent thereto, KOREA south of 38-00 north and the Philipp¬ 
ines shall surrender to the Commander in Chief, United States Ar my Forces 
in the Pacific. 

Para. (F) The above indicated commanders are the only representatives 
of the Allied Powers empowered to accetp surrender, and all surrenders of 
Japanese forces shall be made only to them or to their representatives. 

Para. The Japanese Imperial General Headquarters further orders its 
commanders in JAPAN and abroad to disarm completely all forces of JAPAN or 
under Japanese control, wherever they may be situated, and to deliver intact 
and in safe and good condition al 1 weapons and equipment at such time and 
at such places as may be prescribed by the Allied commanders indicated above. 

Para. Pending further instructions, the Japanese police force in the 
main islands of Japan will be exempt from this disarmament provision. The 
police force will remain at their posts and shall be held responsible for 
the preservation of law and order. The strength and arms of such a police 
force will be prescribed. 

Para 2. The Japanese Imperial General Headquarters shall furnish to 
the Supreme Commander for the Aliied Powers, within (time limit) of receipt 
of this order, complete information with resoect to JAPAN and all areas 
under Japanese control, as follows: 

A. Lists of all land,’ 1 'air and antiaircraft units shaving locations and 
strengths in officers and men. 

B. Lists of all aircraft, military, naval and vivil, giving complete 
information as to the number, type, location, and condition of such aircraft. 

C. lists of all Japanese and Japanese-controlled naval vessels, surface 
and submarine and auxiliary naval craft in or out of commission and under 
construction giving their position, condition and movement. 

D. Lists of all Japanese end Japanese—control-led merchant ships of 
over 100 tons (Gross), in and out of commission and under construction, in¬ 
cluding merchant ships formrly belonging to any of the United Nations which 
are n® in Japanese hands, giving their position, condition and movement. 

S. Complete and detailed information, accompanied by maps shaving 
« locations and layout^ of all mines, minefields, and other obstacles to 
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movement by land, sea or air, and the safety lanes in connection therewith. 

F. Locations and descriptions of all military installations and estab¬ 
lishments, including airfields, seaplane bases, antiaircraft defenses, ports 
and naval bases, storage depots, permanent and temporary land and coast 
forticiations, fortresses and other fortified areas. 

G. Locations of all camps and other places of detention of United 
Nations prisioners of war and civilian internees. 

Para 3. Japanese armed forces and civil aviation authorities will 
insure that all Japanese military, naval and civilian aircraft remain on 
the ground, on the water, or aboard ship, until further notification of the 
disposition to be made of them. 

Para 4. Japanese or Japanese-controlled naval or merchant vessels of 
all types will be maintained without damage and vail undertake no movement 
pending instructions from the Supreme Commander for the Allied Powers. 
Vessels at sea will immediately render harmless and throw overboard explo¬ 
sives of all types. Vessels not at sea will immediately remove explosives 
of all types to safe storage ashore. 

Para 5. Responsible Japanese or Japanese-controlled military and civil 
authorities will insure that: 

A. All Japanese mines, minefields and other obstacles to movement by 
land, sea and air, wherever located, be removed according to instructions 
of the Supreme Commander for the Allied Powers. 

B. All aids to navigation be reestablished at once. 

C. .All safety lanes be kept open and clearly marked pending accomplish¬ 
ment of above. 

Para 6. Responsible Japanese and Japanese-controlled military and civil 
authorities will, hold intact and in good condition pending further instruct¬ 
ions from the Supreme Commander for the Allied Powers the following: 

A. .All arms, ammunition, explosives, military equipment, stores and 
supplies, and other imrements of war of all kinds and all other war material 
(except as specifically prescribed in section 4 of this order). 

B. All land, water and air transportation and communication facilities 
and equipment. 

C. .All military installations and establishments, including airfields, 
seaplane bases, antiaircraft defense, ports and naval bases, storage depots, 
permanent ahd t amporary land and coast fortifications, fortresses and other 
fortified areas, together with plans and drawings of all such fortifications 
installations and establishments. 

D. All factories, plants, shops, research institutions, laboratories, 

’ testing stations, technical data, patents, plans drawings and inventions 

designed or intended to produce or to facilitate the productions or use of 
all implements of war and other material and property used by or intended 
for use by military or part. 

Para. Military organisation in connection with its operations. 

Para 7. The Japanese Imperial Headquarters will furnish to the 
Supreme Commander for the .Allied Powers, vathin (time limit) of receipt of 
this order, complete lists or all the items specified in paragraphs A, B, 
and D of section 6 above, indicating the numbers, types and locations of 
each. 

Para 8. The manufacture and distribution of all arms, ammunition and 
implements of war will cease forthwith. 
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Para 9. With respect to United Nations prisoners of war and civilian 
internees in the hands of Japanese or Japanese-controlled authorities: 

A. The safety and well-being of all United Nations prisoners of war 
and civilian internees will be scrupulously preserved, to include the 
administrative and supply service essential to provide adequate food, shelter 
clothing, and medical care until such resoonsibility is undertaken by the 
Supreme Commander for the Alii ed Powers. 

B. Each camp or other place of detention of United Nations prisoners 
of war and civilian internees together with its equipment, stores, records, 
arms, and ammun tion will be delivered immediately to the Command of the 

• senior officer or designated representative of the prisoners of war and 
civilian internees. 

C. As directed by the Supreme Commander for the Allied Powers, prisoners 
of war and civilian internees will be transported to places of safety where 
they can be accepted by allied authorities. 

D. The Japanese imperial General Headquarters will furnish to the 
Supreme Commander for the Allied Powers, within (time limit) of the receipt 
of this order, complete lists of all United Nations prisoners of war and 
civilian internees, indicating their locations LTXI3XBA . 'll Japanese and 

Japanese-controlled military and civil authorities shall aid and assist 
the occupation of Japan and Japanese controlled areas by forces of the 
Allied Powers. 

Para 11. The Japanese Imperial General Headquarters and appropriate 
Japanese officials shall be prepared, on instructions from Allied occupation 
commanders, to collect and deliver all arms in the possession of the 
Japanese civilian population. 

Para 12. This and all subsequent instructions issued by the Supreme 
Commander for the Allied Forces of other .Allied military authorities will be 
scrupulously and promptly obeyed by Japanese and Japanese-controlled military 
and civil officials and private persons. Any delay or failure to comply 
with the provisions of this or subsequent orders, and any action which the 
Supreme Commander fox* the Allied Powers determines to be detrimental to the 
Allied Pavers, will incur drastic and summary punishment at the hands of 
Allied Military authoxities and the Japanese Government. 


19 1047 SUPREME COM! AIDER FOR THE ALL NT) PQYERS to SACSEA. GOC AUSTRALIAN 'OUT ARY 
FORCES (DELIVER GENERAL 3LANEY U? MANILA) info EARCCS(JCS) GINCPAC ADVANCE . 


Z 517. 

It is anticipated t. .at the actual surrender in TOKYO will take place 
28 August. Instructions received by this headquarters direct that: "The 
senior Japanese commanders and all ground, sea, air and auxiliary forces 
within the ANDAMANS, NICOBARS, BUENA, THAILAND, FRENCH INDD-CHINA south of 
16 degrees north latitude, MALAYA, BORNEO, NBT1U5HLANDS INDIES, TEW GUINEA, 
BISMARKS, and the SOLO]TONS, shall surrender to the Supreme Allied Commander, 
southeast ASIA command or the Commanding General, Austi'alian Forces - the 
exact breakdown between llountbatten and the Australians to be arranged be¬ 
tween them and the details of this paragraph then prepared by the Supreme 
Commander for the All:!ed Pavers". 

Para. Action addressess are requested to arrange between them the 
areas within which they will res'iectively receive the surrender of Japanese 
forces and advise at earliest. 
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PARAGRAPH D PART 1 DELETE "RYUKYUS" X PARAGRAPH 3 IN SUBPARAGRAPH 
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PARAGRAPH 4 IN SUB PARAGRAPH A OF PART 2 INSERT "NAVAL AND RPT," 
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19 1615 SUPREME COMMANDER FOR THE ALLIED PuJERS to CINCPAC ADV. COLGENCIilNA. USASTAF 

CG AF.JESPAC, JCS. CC-lOTIbLlIY. GOC AUSTRALIAN MILITARY FORCES (GENERAL 3LAL f Jg’) 

• CHIEF US MILITARY IISSION MOSCOW (CINC SOVIET FORCES FAR EAST info CG 24m 

t CORPS. GG 6TH ART. SACSSA. MARCOS '(JCS) ~ ~~ 

X Z520. 

T.^r Z-515, date time group 190909 GCT, (Z 520) paragraph "(C)", General 
Order number 1 military and naval ", sub-paragraph (B) is hereby andnded to 
read "The Senior Japanese Commanders and all ground, sea, air and auxiliary 
forces within MANCHURIA, KOREA north of 38-00 north latitude, KARAFUTO. 
and the KURILS ISLANDS shall surrender to the Commander in Chief of Soviet 
Forces in the Far East". Reference V/ashinfeton Radiogram TJX 51396 (not to 
all nor needed). 

20 2137 JOINT CHIEFS CP STAFF to PEATS info IPDJTM. AC ARTHUR. SFAATZ . 

YJARX 52004. 

The following with .reference to your M 25339 is for your information. 

Para. There will be a large number of U. S. aircraft operating over 
and into JAPAN, particularly in the next months. These include the occupa¬ 
tional air forces, transport runs into and from JAPAN and KOREA, and naval 
air operations. A transport route from the ALEUTIANS probably will be 
inaugurated. U. S. Naval and merchant vessels will operate throughout the 
north Pacific and the SEA OF JAPAN. The requirement for the best possible 
weather service over JAPAN and adjacent areas in the north Pacific will 
therefore be intensified as a result of the Japanese capitulation and the 
weather centrals will be needed. 

Para. As for the liaison groups, it is recognized that some means 
of liaison will be necessary to handle the details of post hostilities 
problems you mention. However, the great bulk of these will concern the 
coordination of movement of ships and aircraft into a port or areas immedi¬ 
ately adjacent to a port. It is considered that this liaison can most 
expeditiously be handled by a liaison group aboard ship, which will permit 
the liaison group to be present on the spot required and not be immobilized 
at a place where it may not be needed. In this connection it is believed 
that the great bull-: of the new problems which will arise as the result of 
the Japanese capitulation will, on the soviet side, reouire resolution in 
M0SC0TJ rather than by commanders in the field. 

Para. Since the Soviets have already been informed of the decision on 
this matter and the weather personnel and equipment is now en route, it is 
considered no action should be taken to justify this decision to the Soviets 
at this time unless they raise the question, 

21 0818 CINCPAC ADVANCE to COHIHCH info CINCAFPAC. COHOSH CHINA. C0N7THFLT . 

A conference took place at Manila 19 August between representatives 
CINCPAC, CQM7THFLT and COfGEN CHINA. The following concept of operations 
was concurred in by CCM7THFLT, by CQMGENCHINA 1 S representative and by the • 
headquarters of CINCAFPAC on the staff level. It is recommended for 
approval as the basis for interim oDerations and for further planning. 

This constitutes ray comment on COMQENCHINA'S CFBX 4740 CFBX 4906 and JCS 
50131. 


- continued - 
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21 0813 CIWCPAC ADVANCE to CGiSmCH info CINCAFPAC. COMGSNCKIUA. CCT7THFLT (Cont»d ) 

Para. It appears that 30 September is the earliest realistic plan ning 
date for landing marines on CHINA COAST without undue interference with 
occupation JAPAN and KOREA. 

Para. Concept of operations: 

A. Establish north CHINA naval force under CGN7THFLT in SHANTUNG- 
CHIN./ANGTAO area as soon as possible to consist of 2 battle cruisers, 4 
heavy cruisers, 1 CarDiv and accompanying destroyers. This force would 
control YELLOW SEA and GULF OF CHIHLI and also support occupation of KOREA. 

B. Establish YANGTSE patrol under C0H7THFLT with 2 light cruisers 
destroyers and small types as CHINA THEATER forces reach YANGTSE and status 
of rainesweping permits. 

C. Establish south CHINA patrol under C0H7THFLT with gunboats and 
destroyers escorts as soon as CHINA THEATER forces take a port. Troops 
available are the 3rd Phib Corps Headquarters and Corps Troops, the 1st 
MarDiv and the 6th MarDiv less 1 regiment. In view of prospect demobil¬ 
ization requirements it is not advisable to commit the 4th MarDiv which 
would make a total of 6 Marine Divisions in JAPAN and CHINA. CINCAFPACS 
representative indicated that a MarDiv from the 5th PhibCorps could be 
released from JAPATJ when relieved in October by the 86th or 87th Inf Div. 
This MarDiv could reinforce the 3rd PhibCorps. 

Para. Information from C0MG3NCHINA indicates that unless unfavorable 
developments occur divisions of the Chinese combat command controlled by 
American officers will by late September be in control of SHANGHAI, NANKING 
and CANTON and that no other troops vail be needed in SHANGHAI to make 
naval operations feasible in the YANGTSE RIVER. 

D. Operate temporarily in 7th Fleet approximately 72 landing craft 
infantry for use as coastal and river transport and gunboats. 

E. Divert supplies intended previously for FORT BAYARD to such 
port as COMO A CHINA may designate. ~r /&ajOA^ d/c> / x. 

F. Prepare for occupation ,CHING./ANGTAO and TSINGTAO or, alternately 
if CENTRAL CHINAsituation required, when forces are ready, occupation of 
SHANGHAI area. 


21 0941 SUPREME COMMANDER FOR ALLIED PCW3 la to SACSBA. GOC AUSTRALIAN IgLITARY 
FORCES (BL.AI.ST). info WARGOS (JCS).CINAPAC ADVANCE H,.~ 


Z 534. 

Reference is made to my Z517 of 19 August. Desire that message be 
voided and the following substituted therefor: "It is anticipated that 
the actual surrender in TOKYO will take place 31 August". Instructions 
received by this headquarters direct that: "The senior Japanese commanders 
and all ground, sea, air and auxiliary forces within the ANDAMANS, MICC3ARS 
BURMA, THAILAND, FRENCH JNDO-CHINA, SOUTH OF 16-00 north, MALAYA, BORNEO, 
NETHERLANDS INDIES, I E7 GUINEA, BISMARCKS, And the SOLOMONS, shall surrendei 
to the Supreme Allied Commander, southeast ASIA command, and to the Com¬ 
manding General, Australian Forces, as later designated". 

Action addressees are requested to arrange between themselves the areas 
within which they will respectively receive the surrender of Japanese 
forces and advise this headquarters at earliest. 
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21 0517 CIKCAFPAC to CGI.3RDFLT Info CG8TH AR’Y. CINCPAC ADV HQ. CG FEAF. CG 11TH 
AIRBOHtE 












1 


CX 35347. From CG 8th Array to Com3rdFlt. Reference your radio dispatched 
190219. In view of the fact that HAYAMA, ZUSHI and KAMAKURA have been 
selected as the headquarters area of the Supreme Allied Commander, and 
advice given the Japanese eramissaries that the initial landings would be 
in restricted areas, it is considered advisable to put into effect the 
general provision of your Plan 2, with not to exceed what is norm ally 
considered to be a regimental combat team, of 3 battalions of infantry 
and 1 battalion of supporting artillery, initially. Additional troops 
to be landed as required. Landing force as limited above is acceptable. 
Brigadier General Clement will report by radio upon ray assumption of com¬ 
mand about 1200 I (-9) 28 August. His force will land in the vicinity 
of YOKOSUKA and occupy the general area: URAGA-ICUBIRI-FUNAKOSHI-YOKOSUKA, 
all inclusive. Commanding General 11th Airborne Division is charged with 
coordination of boundaries. Airfield for Uth Airborne and H Hour will 
be designated by SCAP. Employment of elements of the 3rd Fleet air and 
naval gunfire support will be arranged directly with Commanding General 
11th Airborne Division at OKINAWA. Recommend liaison officers be dis¬ 
patched by air to Headquarters Ihlth Airborne Divisi n to coordinate 
details. Essential personnel to furnish communications to be supplied 
by AFPAC Jasco unit at OKINAWA. The emissaries were (directed to have the 
area evacuated of Japanese troops but we must be alert to guard against 
surprise. 


21 0755 CCHGEN CHINA to SUPREME CgC.WSit FOR ALLIED FOYERS Info .'/ARGOS FOR JCS; 
passed by COICTNCH to CINCPOA APT HQ 


TOP SECRET . CF3X 5409 Your topsec radio Z 515 assigning areas of resnon- 
sibility for accepting surrender Japanese omitted reference to the 
PESCADORES IS AJ1DS. We are assuming that subject area is including in 
CHINA Theater's area of responsibility mn absence of instructions to the 
contrary. 

22 0915 CHIC AFPAC to COMGEH CHINA info CINCPAC AD7 Hp; 

TOP SECRET . 35704 lour CFB 5250 dated 20th and CF3X 4906 dated 17th 
are references. This headquarters has made no estimate of nor received 
requests for United states Array service troops in support of the "arine 
forces indiacted by CIKCPAC as available for CH HA. coast operations, other 
than those previously allocated for the FCRT BAYARD operation. Availability 
can be determined only after complete requirement is known. Generally 
speaking many types of service units are now short of requirements for 
occupation JAPAN and KOREA and sup crting bases. No understood is require¬ 
ment for air forces. BELEAGER indicates availability of Narine aircraft 
wing. n ort personnel provided by CP5CAFPAC for FORT BAYARD project are 
nov/loading and will proceed in accordance with CINCPAC instructions. 


Para. For CINCPAC only, CONGSNCHHIA CFB 5250 dated 20th is being repeated 
to you for information in accordance 'with tills dispatch. 

^ 21 1220 CCMGE3-I CHINA to i'/ARCOS Info CL'CAPPAC, CH I C^A. CC.N.G3NLBT, CO: GENALACHINA . 

CO! 'G.GNSOSCHIIIA. CCNGENCCCCHINA 


I 


TO? SECRET. CFBX 5404 .V PRSS TTATTVES of CHINA Theater, General Caraway 
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''* - **\ 21 1220 (continued) 

and Captain Painter, US’I proceeded to MANILA, IS August pursuant to a 
message requesting conferences among representatives of CINCPAC, CINCAFPAC, 
and C0MG3NCHINA ’Message CX 34316 refers. Discussions dealt with avail- 
ability of occupation forces for CHINA and with problems of logistic sup¬ 
port and personnel lift. The following subjects were discussed on a 
planning level only and agreements reached on that level as indicated 
below: 

Para A. The question of priorities for occupational forces . It was 
agreed that the 1st priority must remain JAPAN and KOREA. It was 
tentatively indicated that forces would probably be moved into key points 
on CHINA coast after 10 divisions had reached JAPAN and 2 divisons had 
been put ahuore in KOREA. 1st 2 divisions therefore could land in CHINA 
approximately 30 September. 

Para B. Naval assistance for CHINA . Preliminary examination and planning 
are under way covering operations of 7th Fleet under Admiral Kinkaid to 
support CHINA Theater forces and to control coastal waters. As presently 
planned 3 naval forces would be established to include: A SOUTH CHINA 
Naval Force basing general in the CANTON area; A NORTH CHINA Task Force 
in TSINGTAO-CHZFCO-CHIKWANGTA area, and a YANGTZE patrol for operations 
in the YANGTZE. The not firm and is subject to approval by CINCAFPAC, 
CQNGKNCHINA and CNO, WASHINGTON. 




Para C. United States forces for occupation in ey areas on CHINA Coast . 

As previously agreed between CINCPAC, CINCAFPAC and CCJIGENCHINA L'jF 
Marine divisions (less 1 regimentatieomish teaj'.i) will be available for 
occupation of ..ey points on the Chinese coast with a possibility of 
later getting a 3rd Marine division if it can be replaced by 1 of the 
US Army divisons presently enroute from United States. 

Fara D. Furnishing of transportation for movement of Chinese forces to 
key occupational areas . As previously agreed nxft for 2 Marine divisons 
initially allotted to the occupation of CHINA Theater areas can be turned 
over to CHINA Theater for movement of forces thereafter (about 15 October). 
In addition, an exploratory examination is being undertaken to determine 
whether approximately 50 landing craft infantry can be furnished for u^e. 
in moving the Chinese troops along the lest, YANGTZE and HIE Rivers/for 
coastal movement. CINCPAC has stated that this type craft is not suitable , 
for large scale movement of US forces into JAPAN and KOREA. 

Para E. Convoy to open port and furnish supplies to CHINA . It was agreed 
that the convoy of the 1st 5 ships plus the additional equipment and 
personnel furnished by CINCPAC and CINCAFPAC would be run into the SHANGHAI 
NANKING AREA as soon as SHANGHAI and NANKING are secured (estimated about 
15 September). It was further a-reed that the 1st convoy could go into 
NANKING if necessary to facilitate distibution of gasoline and otl er 
critical supplies. Thereafter the .-.ain port would be established at 
SHANGHAI. The lower YANGTZE must be swept YFC mines prior to the bringing 
of the convoy into CHINA. 

Para F. Evacuation of U.S . and \llied Personnel Liberated in ^SIA . Dis-c 
ussion on staff level in CINCAFPAC indicates that shipping could possibly 
be made available by the IOIBKPURE recovered personnel could be assembled 
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and transported to a port area and meanwhile CH'TCPAC is examining the 
availability of evacuation and hospital shios and NATS aircraft for rapid 
movement of recovered personnel to OKINAWA or the MARIANAS for processing 
and necessary hospitalization prior to their being placed in the normal 
evacuation pioeling via trie Pacific, the United States. 

Para G. Japanese disarmed and civilian personnel in CHINA . Preliminary 
discussions were held with representatives of CINCPAC and CHICAPPAC on 
priorities for evacuation of Japanese disarmed personnel from CHINA to the 
Japanese main islands and it was a,greed that early evacuation of all 
Japanese military and civilian personnel from CHINA was mandatory to 
prevent serious unrest in CHINA and the possibility of large groups of 
Japanese becoming established in Chinese Communites. 

Para. Information will be furnished CBJCAFPAC when firm request for 
naval assistance are forwarded through Par Department for processing as 
per instructions in T 7AHX 5H72. That is all. 

21 2230 JOINT CHTKFS OF STAFF TO MAC ARTHUR info NIFITZ. './HSSLER. SPAATZ, ’..EDELGYSR . 

’//ARK 52674. United States Policy Reurad C 34637 follows: 

Para. "The 4 Allied Powers are bound by the POTSDAM ultimatum to 
permit the return of Japanese military forces, after they are completely 
disarmed, to their homes. Pending such return, which of necessity depends 
on the availability of transportation, this personnel may be used for such 
purposes and subject to such conditions and directives as may be prescribed 
BHFXYE national Commanders authorized to receive the surrender. Surrender 
Jaoanese soldiers should be considered as disarmed personnel and not necesa 
rily as prisoners of war. 

Para. Until the Japanese Armed Forces are secured, discussion and 
commitments concerning treatment of Japanese disarmed forces during the 
period between their surrender and their return to their hones should be 
held to the essential minimu ." 

Para. Desire you inform Fountbatten of above suggesting that he may 
wish to adoot a similar policy reference the STL F this personnel. 

21 2327 CCM3RDFLT to CTG 30.1. CTG 30,2, CTG 30.9 , 30.5_^ 3P«°i 3°» r F FTP 31 

35 3 7. 3?i. CO/lstCARTASKFCR. C0M3PHIB info CO:/G!'P!20T?L1IRF jRCN. COFMIRPAC 

SUBC0*?F-T1 COMSERVPAC. CCHINCH. CINCBPF. C0M5THFLT. CCFNUBPAC. COM r ARGILS , 

CTG 94.1. CTF 95. CTG 95.9, CTF 99. CCT.tSZRCN 10. SOP S/IMU 10 ULTTHI, 

CGFPH IBS^MC. 3RDFLT. C0FGZN8THARMY. CINCPAC BOTH H'. CGFG %? UGASTAF, C.QM- 

MIRIANAS*.' COM\1 RPAC. C077THFLT. CTNCAFFAG. COF.GENFZAF, C0MGENF3AF ADVON, 


Here is CCM3RDFLEET OoPlan 11-45. 

A. Task Group 30.1 Fleet Flagship Group Captain Murray. 

B. Task Group 30.2 British Blagship Group Captain Nicholl. 

C. Task Group 30.5 Air Search and reconn. Group Captain Grant. 

D. Task Group 30.6 Allied PONT rescue group Commodore Simpson. 

E. Task Group 30.8 Logistic Support Group RAdm Deary. 

F. Task Group 30.9 EHT.fflTOK service group Commodore Acuff. 

G. Task Force 31 YOKOSUKA occupation force RAdm.Badger. 

K. Task Force 32 3rd Amphibious Force VAdm N&lltiLnson. 

H Sub 1 and H Sub 2 Task Forces 33 and 34 respectively commanders 

and forces as assigned by CTF 32. ... 

H Sub 3 and Task Force 36 landing force Major General (as specifle 

ed for each landing). 
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I. Task Force 35 support force RAdm Jones. 

J. Task Force 37 British Support force VAdm Rawlings RN. 

K. Task Force 3o 2nd Carrier Task Force VAdm McCain until relived by 
VAdm Towers. 

L. Task Force 39 1st Carrier Task Force VAdm Sherman. 

Units for all groups and forces less task forces, 33, 34 and 36 as 
currently assigned subject to later modification oy dispatch. Units assig¬ 
ned Task Forces 33, 34 and 36 as directed by CTF 32. . 

Para. Japan>4.s surrendered, information of TOKYO BAY AREA and enemy 
forces by nw-n and separate dispatch. Army forces have seized ATSUGI 
airfield and CINCAFPAC Advance Headquarters are established there. CTF 
31 forces hold YOKOSUKA NAVAL BASE and airfields and 3rd Fleet forces are 
disposed in the TOKYO BAY-SAGAIH UAH AREA. 3rd Fleet Air is patrolling 
HONSHU and the TOKYO BAY AREA. KANCYA airfield KYUSHU is held by our 
occupation forces. This OpPlan stems from CINCPAC AND CHIC CU OpPlan 12—4^ 
and covers landing of 8th Army units in TOKYO BAY AREA, which operations 
coincide with execution of CINCAFPAC B-20 operation. 

Para. This Fleet, while continuing missions assigned in my Op r ‘lan 
FFKU 45, vri.ll land find firmly establish ashore at locations as arranged 
with CINCAFPAC designated elements of the oth U.S. Amy.and assist the Array 
in enforcing surrender terms in order to gain and exercise military, poli— 

' tical and economic control of the Japanese Empire. 

Para. Task Groups 30.1, 30.2, 30.5, 30.6, 30.8 and 30.9 Task Forces 
31, 35, 37, 38 continue missions assigned by my OpPlan 10-45. Following 
additional missions herewith assigned as indicated. E Task Group 30.3 
provide logistic support for 3rd Amphibious Forces at sea and.in TOKYO BAY 
\R5A. G, T, j Task Forces, 31, 35, and 37 support 3rd Amphibious rorces 
as specified in Annex B this OpPlan. H Task Force 32 Transport, land and 
establish firmly ashore in designated sections of the TOKYO BAY AREA e„e- 
ments of the U.S. 8th Army. K, L Task Forces 38, 39 cover and support 
3rd Amphibious Forces as specified in Annex D this OpPlan. 

SubPara XI SubPars xi and X3 my Opplan 10-45 apply. 

X2 3rd?hib will land 11th Corps headquarters, 1st cavalry 
Div and 112 RCY OVER DL KSCT YOKOHAMA and YOKOSUKA about 
31 August, American Div over beaches at SAGAMI KA./A- NO 
SHDOV about 6 September and 43rd Div over YOKOHAMA- 
YOKOSUKA docks 13 September. All dates subject to later 
delay. 

X 3 Annexes A E G H I and J ny oplan 10-45 apply to this . plan. 

X4 Annex B special instructions to Task forces Annex D air 
plan vail be issued by s eparate dispatch. 

X5 This plan will be placed in effect by dispatch. 

Para. Logistics in accordance logistics plan Annex E my °p4an 10-45. 

Para. Command locations as in annex F my oplan 10-45 with C iF 32 and 
CTF 39 added as Major subordinate commands. Commander 3rd. Amphibious Force 
or his delegated group commander is in command of the Amphibious Operations 
until the landing force is established ashore at which time command of 
forces ashore passes to the landing force commander. Communications in 
accordance with Pac 70-B CINCPAC CpPlan 12-45 and .Annex II my Oplan 1-45. 
Commander 3rd Fleet in MISSOURI in TOKYO . .. 

21 2329 
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AUGUST (GOT) 

Annex B iry Oplan 11-45 • Special instructions to Task Forces. 

Para. Task Force 31 assist Arcy Forces as necessary to clear dock 
areas in YOKOSUNA-YOKOHAOA ARIAS in preparation for disembarkation of 
troops by 3rd Phib on about 31 August and 13 September. Render such assis¬ 
tance as CTF 32 nay request in furnishing advance dock parties at YOKOSUKA, 
special communications during landings and traffic control through YOKOSUKA 
naval zone. Provide such personnel and vessels to CTF 35 as may be re¬ 
quired to accomplish Tasks assigned to him. 

Para. Task Force 35 clear water and beach approaches in area SA.GAMI 
KA ,: A-EMO SHHxA and nark same in preparation for amphibious landings that 
area on about 6 September. Obtain necessary udts, APDs and other personnel 
and vessels as may be required for this puroose from. CTF 31 • Provide fire 
supoort units for all landings as CTF 32 may request. 

Para. Task Force 37 provide fire support units for landings as CTF 
32 may request. 

v Para. All Task Forces authorized communicate direct with CTF 32 in 

( arranging details accordance these instructions keeping originator advised. 

21 2341 C0M3RDFLT to CTF 31, CTF 39 info CC3-3NCH. GIBCRI?. CCN5THFLT, COMSUBPAC 

oc'.iiargilg. ctg 94.i, 95.9. ctf 95, 99. cciarrcu 10, so? seboii lo ulithi 

COMPHIBSPAC. 3RDFLT. COMOON 3THARMY. 0C13ftP?HIB. CINCPAC BOTH HI. C0I/.G5N 

USAST.IF. CCHGliM 20T1I AF. CmtARlANAS. COIlffltPACSUBCCMF.rD. C0N5SRVPAC. 

COMAIRPAC. CINCAFPAC, CCJ'GSH F5AF. CO? 'GRNFMAF ADVON . 
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Air Plan. Annex D my oplan 11-45- 212327. 

Para 1. General .’dr Tasks outlined Arrnesx D my OpPlan 10-45 anply 
except no air base assembly required from surface units 3rd Fleet. 3rd Fit 
area of responsibility is combat area east of 135 th ! .eridian and east of 
air coordinating line except when directed by CINCPAC 'western boundary 3rd 
fleet area of responsibility moved eastward to 139th Meridian for sea and 
area and in the Japanese homeland to correspond to western limit occupation 
area 8th Army. Also when directed by CINCPAC northern boundary 3rd fleet 
area of responsibility moved southward to 40th parallel except that CQJ3RD 
FLEET vd.ll coordinate activities 3rd fleet and north pacific force in 
HOKKAID0-02'JNATO area insofar as cooperation with 3th Array is concerned. 

Para 2. Operations (A) CTF 33. /hen basic plan placed in effect 
CTF 38 responsible for general air tasks east of 139 meridian (areas stars 
and flagstaff) and east of the line of demarkation? of occupation areas for 
6 th and 8th armies. Within this area of responsibility (1) conduct daily 
air searches sea appraches Japanese homeland. (2) conduct air patrols over 
airfields Japanese homeland. (3) I maintain show of force over Japanese 
territory. (4) Provide air cover occupation forces. (5) Be prepared to 
furnish direct air support for attack and ground forces as requested by 
Com3rd PhibFor as follows: For each landing area air cover, air support 
group 1 'd.th coordinator, tactical observer and photo planes plus both 
observer and combat air patrol for SAGAMI landing, all controlled by CASCU 
in 3rd PhibFor Flagship. (6) Be prepared to furnish direct air support for 
ground forces as requested by 8th Amy upon assumption of command ashore. 
(7) Be prepared to act against any opposition encountered when directed 
by Com3rdFlt. (8) Be ereapred to strike Japanese airborne or grounder air¬ 
craft air installations or enemy troop concentrations as directed by Com- 
3rd Fleet. (9) Be prepared to reinforce support and/or cover 3rd Fleet 
forces as d irect ed. (B) CTF 39» Vfoen basic plan placed in effect C TF 39 
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responsible for general air tasks sea area betv.-een 135 th and 139 meridians 
(area stripes) and Japanese homeland between air coordination line (Annex 
D my OpPlan 10-45) and the line of aenarkation occupation areas 6th and 3th 
armies. ’Aitkin this area of responsibility (1) Conduct daily air searches 
sea approaches Japanese homeland. (2) conduct air patrols over airfields 
Japanese homeland. (3) Maintain shew of force over Japanese territory. (4) 
provide air cover for occupation forces moving through sea area of responsi¬ 
bility. (5) Be prepared to act against any opposition encount rd when 
directed by CoraJrdFlt. (6) Be prepared to strike Japanese airborne or 
grounded aircraft, air installations or enemy troop concentrations as di¬ 
rected by Com3rdFlt. (7) Be prepared to reinforce support and/or cover 3rd 
Fit forces as directed. (C) Com3rd?hibFor. Mien basic plan placed in 
effect Com3rdPhibFor being responsible for amphibious and landing operatiens 
of 8th Army will (l) request from CTF 33 and 39 air cover required for 
movement of amphibious forces within the limits of the areas of responsibi¬ 
lity of the 2 forces. (2) Request from CTF 33 direct air support required 
in the conduct of the Amphibious and landing operations. (D) CTG 30.5. 

Tien basic plan placed in effect CTG 30}5 will (1) Conduct daily and nightly 
patrols outlined in tasks assigned in Annex D my OpPlan 10-45. (2) Limit 
patrols to east of 139 th meridian and/or south of 43th parallel when di¬ 
rected by CCM3RDFLT. (3) Be prepared for offensive patrols and searches as 
may be d rected by Com3rdFlt. (4) Be prepared to control serive and accomo¬ 
date limited numbers of transient seaplanes. (5) Be prepared to cover and 
support 3rd Fleet forces as directed. 

Para 3. Garrison. (A) MAG 31. (B) NATS landplane unit. 1 garrison 
squadrons and ground echelons will be assigned appropriate tasks when 
installed. 


22 0729 CINCPAC ADVANCE to C0H3RFLT. C0M5THFLT. COIffTHFLT. C0MPHI33PAC. CCHGENF’!FPAC 

CC:33B3WPA. CCKAIRPAC. OOl&ESSEAFttOH. CGMSIIBPA. COMARGILS. COMPHUSEAFRON, 

C0MKiB7SEAFR0N. COMMARIANAS . 

Operation MAJESTIC suspended indefinitely. 


22 1200 CO! IC-STT CHINA to CIRC-AFP AC info CINCPAC. WARCOS. 

WFBX 5537. 

Commanding General CHINA THEATER is instructed to inform CINCAFPAC of 
any British-Chinese negotiations re HONGKONG. 7JAHX 51776 refers. To the 
present no information concerning subject negotiations between the British 
and Chinese governments has been reported to me. Guery addressed to Gen¬ 
eralissimo headquarters elicited that to their knowledge no negotiations 
had been instituted between the 2 governments covering operations in 
HONGKONG area. 
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22 1210 COMGEIICHINA to NARCOS. CCMIKCH info CINCAFPAC. CINCPAC . 

r 

CFBX 5586. 

We are instructed that arrangements for full military coordination 
should be made between British and Chinese Governments prior to British 
participation in operations in the CHINA THEATER. Also General NacArthur 
has been instructed to arrange surrender of HONGKONG to British Commander 
when sUch coordination has been completed. CINCPAC has forwarded us a 
message for information which indicates that CINCBPF is requesting fuelling 
and servicing facilities from U. S. resources in Philippines for British 
Naval forces earmarked for occupation of HONGKONG. To my knowledge the 
necessary military coordination between the British and the Generalissimo 
is not being made reference WARX 51481. 


22 1835 JOINT CHIEFS OF STAFF to 
AUSTRALIA-NET GUINEA. 


AC ARTHUR, NIMITZ info COirJlNDSR US NAVAL FORCES 








W 


WARX 53079. 

Adjustment of the boundaries of the southwest Pacific area (S.7PA) 
and changes in command responsibilites agreed to at terrainal will become 
effective at the time of the formal surrender of JAPAN. Concureerrtly 
therewith the command "Commander .'lllied Naval Forces SWPA" will be 
abolished and all Allied Naval vessels of this command other than United 
States vessels T rill pass to British Empire control. 

17 1110 COHC-EN CHINA to CINCAFPAC. CINCPAC info IVARCOS. CG GCCT, CG SOSCT . 

CFBX 4928. 

The problem of orderly surrender of the bulk of Japanese Troops in 
the CHINA THEATER with the preservation of lav,- and order in presently 
Japanese occupied areas resolves itself to one of rapidly deploying cnetral 
government troops into strategic areas. 

Para. Means of moving occupational armies are limited to air, rivers, 
destroyed railroads highways, due to the condition of the latter 2 and the 
engineering problems involved in repairs, only air and water routes offer 
any immediate possibilities for rapid movement of troops and supplies. 

Para. The bulk of troops to be moved are in south and central CHINA 
v/here by means locally available centrations my be assembled in the 
7/UCH0W (111-40-23-30) CANTON And HANKOW AREAS. 

Para. Plans are being formulated to airlift 1 Army to MATING re¬ 
quiring 30 days with the resources available. This will be followed by 
a 2nd Army 'which will be moved to north CHINA, this move will require app¬ 
roximately 20 additional days. These troop movements are less than 50 
percent of the movement considred essential to meet the emergency situation 
with which we are faced. 

Para. The additional movement of 1 Army (35000 men plus 2000 tons) 
from JANKCV to SHANGHAI and 1 Amy from ’ ’UCHO’.i to TAJ0J are considered ur¬ 
gent. 

Para. The limitations of airlift are largely based on pool avail¬ 
able in the theater, the only present supply line being over the hump. 

Para. The following water routes are good movement possibilities: 

1. Coastal CHINA SEA. 

2. YANGTZE river from HANKOW to SHANGHAI. 
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3. The WEKT RIVER from NUCHCw to HOIIGKOIJG. United States air attrition 
of Chinese river craft has been go heavy that out feu postered craft remain 
available for rapid troop deployment. It therefore follows that limited 
air lift is the only rapid troop movement and supply means available to tliis 
theater under present conditions. 

Fara. The following measures would help to remedy tliis situation: 

A. Open an east coast port or NANKING as recommended in igy CFBX 4780. 

It is assumed that the Japanese would not attempt to deny allied use of 
the YANGTZE. 

B. The assignment of suitable river .and coastal vessels. Ny CFBX 4740 
recommended 1C craft for this purpose. Later planned essential water 
movements are 1 additional Army from .UCHOv/ to TAKU, 1 from CANTON to 
HANGCHO.V and 1 from either HUIPHOKG or CANTON to TAKU. These are minimum 
essential moves and should be followed by a continuing redistribution of 
U.S. sponsored troops to the critical key coastal areas. 

Para. Based on the above and your present commitments in the Pacific 
would appreciate your comment and suggestion as to methods and means which 
might be available to tliis theater from your resources. 


22 1934 JOINT CHIEFS OF STAFF to NMETZ info MAC ART HUR. WEDMEJER. 

WARX 531H » 

Book message. Your 102315 (not required by information addressees). 

In view of Japanese surrender no further action desired with respect to 
NAPKO project for introduction of OSS personnel into KOREA by submarine. 


23 1516 r-nuTNCH to CINCPAC ADVANCE info CINCAFPAC. CG C HINA THEATER. 


For your information. British COS have issued instructions to CINCBFF 
that forces intended for HONGKONG should be held at LEYTE or some other 
convenient port until further orders. CINCBFF has been directed by them 
to conform to Mac Arthurs views on the timing of Jap surrender. 


23 2203 JOINT CHIEFS OF STAFF to MAC ARTHUR. 

SPAATZ. BRITISH JOINT STAFF MISSION 


IViai.MKrtlDI 


a Tnfo NTMITZ. 


WHKKI iER. 


TOP SECRET . WARX 53785 , 

Top secret book message Wedemeyer is directed to inform MacArthur 
when military coordination with him and with the Chinese Board of Military 
Operations is completed by the British at which time Mac Arthur will 
arrange for the surrender of HONG KONG to the British. In this connection 
the British desire that the surrender should be made to a British comman¬ 
der to be nominated by Admiral Fraser. 

Para. The British Chiefs ORHBREAJ further state that they will give 
full facilities through the HONG KONG area (so far as the conditions of 
the port allow) for the assistance and support of Chinese and American 
forces who may still be either engaged against the enemy or involved 
in securing the surrender of Japanese forces in the hinterland Further 
to WARX 51776, the British Chiefs of Staff state that military coordina¬ 
tion on operational matters is being effected by them. 
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24 Oils CINCPAC ADV HQ to u OM5THFLT. CCM7THFLT. COMNORPAC Info SUPREME COMMANDER 
ALLIED FORCES 

TOP SECRET * Comply with directive my OpPlan with respect to occupation 
and control of coastal waters of JAPAN and CHINA as soon as practicable 
after 31 August* Inform me as to your plans. 

24 0820 CINCPOA ADV HQ to CINCAFPAC Info CINCPOA PEARL HQ. COMAIRPAC. COMGEN- 

FUFPAC. CQMSERVPAC. COMGENAIRFMFPAC. C0M3RDFLT. C0M5THFLT 

TOP SECRET . Reference your 220851 not to all or needed. Units listed 
on Page B-5 ny serial 0005103 include those units listed in your opera¬ 
tions instruction 4 Annex 3* Initial operations of Marine fibber 
groups to be under Com3rd and 5th Fleets for protection anchorages and 
escorts for shipping. Operational control of these groups to pass to 
CINCAFPAC when and as desired by CINCAFPAC. CINCPAC retains responsibi¬ 
lity for logistic support of all units except as modified by ny 200700. 
This cancels my 120624. Naval search squadrons and NATS augmented by 
VMR squadrons remain under naval control at all times. 

25 0139 CINCPAC ADVANCE to CQM5THFLT . 

My 240118. Tour 241415. When will ships of 5th Fleet occupy and 
control waters of JAPAN. 

25 0801 CINCPAC ADV to COMINCH info CINCAFPAC. COMGEN CHINA. 00M7THFLT . 

JCS 242317. The proposals of ny 210818 with respect to CHINA assumed 
the prior seizure of a port in KOREA. TransRon 17 will be ready to sail 
from OKINAWA 7 September for KOREA with the 7th Infantry Division 
embarked plus designated Corps Troops. Date of sailing 40th and 96 th 
Divisions from the PHILIPPINES not available to me. Will advise when 
known. 

Para. If the Russians seize EKUO recommend the occupation of FUSAN 
which commands the KOREA aral TSUSHIMA STRAITS and controls important 
rail communications. 

25 0839 CINCPAC ADV to CQMSERVPAC info COMSEVRON 10. COMSERVDIV^ 101. 102. 103, 
104. COM3RDP3-.T. C0M5T-FLT. C0M7THFLT. C0M55HVR0H 6. COMNORPAC. C0M1STCAR- 

TFPAC. CQM2NDCARTFPAC. CINCPAC PEARL. 

This organization of mobile serviee forces for operation CAMPUS— 
BELEAGER modifies ny OpPlan 12-45. 

Para. COMSERVRON 6 will operate directly under COMSERVPAC, will 
provide replenishment at sea for the Fast Carrier Task Forces and other 
fleet forces as required, and will allocate to their logistic support 
groups service units from those assigned to SERVRON 6. COMSERVRON 6 
may himself command 1 of these logistic support groups. 

Para. COMSERVRON 10 will operate directly under COMSERVPAC, will pro¬ 
vide mobile base services in the RYUKYUS AREA, MARIANAS AREA, MAIWniA 
AREA and at LEYTE, and will allocate to service divisions in occupied 
areas in JAPAN and to the rear basea above mentioned service units from 
those assigned SERVRON ID. COMSERVDIVS 101, 192 and 103 with their staffs 
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may be moved forward to naval anchorages in occupied areas in JAPAN and 
CHINA at the discretion of C0M7TH, 3RD and 5TH Fleets respectively. This 
modifies my 160833* 


25 0853 CINCPAC ADVANCE to CINCAFPAC . 

Refer ny 220703. Your concurrence COlffTHFLT 180140 requested. 

24 1626 COMINCH AND CNO to CINCPAC ADVANCE. 


My 191648 was for planning purposes and comment is directed both as 
to peraanent setup and time or times of implementation. Comment should 
include any desired interim proposals* Reply need not be made until you 
have had adequate opportunity for consideration. 

20 0725 CG CHINA to CINCAFPAC passed to CINCPAC ADV. JCC GUAM . 

CFB 5250. 

Joint Staff Study BELEAGER section 6 para B mentions landing forces 
to consist of Corps Headquarters and Corps Troops in addition to Marine 
Division query will the composition of Corps be adequate to provide 
necessary port and limited area construction, hospitalization, military 
police, ordnance maintenance, motor transportation, port loading and 
unloading, signal service, depot supply for common user items, and house¬ 
keeping personnel such as Army postal service, food inspection. Malaria 
control and survey, water publication and port overhead in support of 
approximately 7500 American Troops (in addition to the Landing Force) in 
the SHANGHAI AREA to include 3 or 4 fighter groups, 2 Reoon squadron, 2 
air service groups and an air depot group. Information is urgent to 
determine stoppage of certain units now ready for air and water lift from 
U.S. that were previously set up for BAYARD. Also info required for 
decision with IBT as to disposition of units presently suspended in IBT 
where intended to support BAYARD. Prefer bringing in all necessary 
supply and supporting troops (other than air corps) direct from Pacific 
to conserve critical transportation trans INDIA and CHINA. Can si m ila r 
supporting units be later supplied for other ports such as CANTON if 
required by U. S. Operations. 

25 0820 COMGMCHINA to CINCAFPAC. CINCPOA ADV info C0MGENS0SCHINA. COMGENIB. SCAP . 
CFBX 5849* 

Refer to CINCAFPAC 35704 dated 22 August. CINCAFPAC 210818 GCT also 
refers it is now assumed that occupation of SHANGHAI will be accomplished 
by Chinese Central Government Forces. Marine Divisions will occupy TAKU 
and TS3NGTA0 in that priority. It is assumed here that these Marine Units 
will be self supporting and will be supplied by CINCPAC. No marine air 
units are required as CHINA THEATER can furnish entire air support. CHINA 
THEATER will operate port of SHANGHAI with resources previously available 
for operation of FORT BAYARD including seme from INDIA BURMA THEATER and 
some from CINCPAC as listed in his 070553. Through this port we will 
eventually support all CHINA THEATER, U. S. Forces and INDIA BURMA THEATER 
port operating units and all common user items far 3500 shore based Navy 
which should take care of LCI crews and YANGTSE patrol shore units. 
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26 0419 SCAP to WAR00S FOR JCS info COMGENCHINA. CINCPAC ADV. 00M7THFLT. C0M7TH 
PHIB. POUT 




CX 36853. 

Reference WX 54514, also CINCPAC 250801 not to all or needed. The 
present plan is for the 7th Division to occupy KEIJO on 11 September. 
Conferences this date indicate that the initial movement of lightly- 
armed troops, IE, APA and AKA, can take place leaving OKINAWA on the 4th 
arriving KEIJO on the 7th. This movement will be followed with heavier 
equipment as rapidly as possible. This plan is being approved and instruct¬ 
ions are being issued to C0MGE2J24THC0RPS and others to execute generally 
as indicated. 


26 012? CINCPAC ADV to COMGSNCHINA info CINCAFPAC. CINCPAC PEARL. COMGENFMFPAC. 
00M7THFLT . 


Your 250150 to CINCAFPAC and 250820 to CINCPAC. Corps Troops to be 
landed with other units of the Fleet Marine Force in North CHINA are in 
general limited to those required for the direct support of the Amphibious 
Corps and attached combat units ground and air. Detailed list follows in 
separate dispatch. 

Para. If these troops are committed in North CHINA as new proposed 
there will be no similar units available from resources under my control 
for use at SHANGHAI. 

Para. Your 250820 refers to TAKU whereas ray 210818 refers to CHING- 
WANGTAO. Suggest this be left open as a local tactical matter until your 
liaison party arrives and meanwhile we both refer to "TIENTSIN AREA". 

26 0908 CINCPAC ADV to COMMARGILS . COMAIRPAC. COMSERVPAC info CCMINCH AND CNO. 
COMNATSPAC. CINCFOA PEARL HQ. COMGENFMFPAC . 

Ity top secret 170906. Plan to activate WAKE as naval air base (under 
administrative operational control and logistic support of ComMarGils) to 
support limited operation of search and patrol aircraft and primarily for 
servicing transient aircraft including scheduled operation of NATS. Provide 
no defenses. Limit personnel to minimum for accomplishment above mission 
initially for landplanes. COMSERVPAC, COMAIRPAC render such assistance as 
COMMARGILS may require. COMAIRPAC nominate naval aviator rank Captain or 
Conmander as prospective Commander Naval Air Base WAKE. 


26 0907 CINCPAC ADV to COMMARIANAS. COMAIRPAC. COMSERVPAC info COMINCH AND CNO. 
COMNATSPAC. CINCPOA PEARL. OOMG5NFMFPAC . 

My top secret 170906. Plan to activate MARCUS as naval air base (under 
administrative operational control and logistic support of COM MARIANAS) to 
support limited operation of search and patrol aircraft and primarily for s 
servicing transient aircraft including scheduled operation of NATS. Provid* 
mission initially for landplanes. COMSERVPAC, COMAIRPAC render such as¬ 
sistance as COM MARIANAS may require. COMAIRPAC nominate naval aviator rani 
Captain or Commander as prospective Commander Naval Air Base MARCUS. 


AUGUST (GCT) 


347 ^ 



















26 0821 CINCPAC ADVANCE to CINCAFPAC info CPICPOA PEARL. CG FMFPAC. CG 6T H ARMT. 
COMGSNPOA .“ -* 

UrDis 251509. Present tentative plans for demobilization of Marine 
Corps units include the disbandment of all Marine AAA Group Headquarters 
and AAA Bns with the exception of 2 Marine AAA Bns which have definite 
post war commitments in the Pacific Ocean Area. Employment of 2 Amphibious 
Corps and 5 Marine Divisions in CAMPUS and BELEAGER simultaneously 
necessitates the disbandment of certain other FMR units in order to meet 
additional service requirements and to permit a partial demobilization of 
Marine Corps personnel In view of the above regret that AAA units requested 
UrDis 251509 are not available. 

Para. All Arny AAA units in MARIANAS are available for release to you. 
MyDis 161512 July refers. 

24 0118 CINCPAC AD7 to C0M5THFLT. C0M7THFLT. C0MN0RPAC. SUPREME COMMANDER ATI,TED 

POWERS. 

Comply with directive ay OpPlan with respect to occupation and control 
of coastal waters of JAPAN and CHINA as soon as practicable after 31 August. 
Inform me as to your plans. 


26 1713 CINCPAC ADVANCE to COMSERVP S. COMAIRPAC, C0M7THFLT. C0M7THPHIBF0R. COM - 
TOBSPAC info C0MGEN2NDMARAIAWING. 00MGEN4THMARAIRVING. C0MGEN6THMARDIV. 

CINCFOA PEARL. COMGENCHINA. C0M5THFLT. CQMGEN1STMARDIV. 00MGEN3RDMARDIV. 

COMINCH AND CNO. CTF 99, C0M3RDFLT. CINCAFPAC. COMGENPMFPAC. MARCORPS. 

OOMG5N3RDPHIB. COMNORPAC. CTF 96. COMMARIANAS. C0L1GENP0A. FMFPAC REP 

MARIANAS. COMGENAIRFMFPAC. COMGENSERVCMDFMFPAC. 

WARNING ORDER . Initiate preparations for operation BELEAGER with target 
date (M-Day) 30 September 1945 in accoi*dance Joint Staff Stutjy serial 
0005105 August 13 with exception of modifications contained herein. Admiral 
T.C. Kinkaid will command the operation with Vice Adm i r al B. E. Barfeey in 
command of amphibious forces and Major General Keller E. Rockey USMC com¬ 
mander exped tionary troops. Occupation troops will consist of 3rdPhib— 
Corps Hq. Hq Troops, 1st MarDiv Reinf. occupying TIENTSIN AREA and 6th 
MarDiv reinforces (less 4th RCT) occupying TSINGTAO AREA. An alternate to 
the foregoing if Central CHINA situation requires, when forces are ready, 
is the occupation of SHANGHAI AREA. 4th MarDiv will be in area reserve in 
HAWAIIAN AREA. Marine Aviation units will consist of 1st MarAirWing in¬ 
cluding hedron 1, seron 1, 1 MarAirWarning wqdn, MAG 12 with HedRon 12, 

Seron 12, VMF 115, VMF 211, VMF 218, MAG 24 with Hedron 24, Seron 24, VMF(N) 
535, VMF(N) 541, MAG 32 with Hedron 32, Seron 32, VMSB 244, VMSB 343, VMTB 
134, MAG 25 With Hedron 25, Seron 25, VMR 152, VMR 153. COMGENlstMARAIMING 
report to C0MGEN3RDPHIBC0RPS and C0M7THPHIB FOR by dispatch for planning. 

Para. Col. W. J. Fox USMCR is designated as Commanding Officer MAB 
No. 1 in TIENTSIN AREA. Col. F. J. Schlapkohl USMC is designated as 
Commanding Officer MAB No. 2 in TSINGTAO AREA. These officersshould be 
ordered to report to C0MGEN1STMAW far duty at earliest. C0MGEN1STMAW 
advise earliest of planned distribution of air units between MAB No. 1 and 
MAB No. 2. 

Para. MAB'S will be under command of C0MGEN1S1MARAIRWING. lSHIAW 
will be under operational control of C0MGFN3RDPKEBCORPS. When CQMGEN3RD 
PHIBCORPS assumes command ashore in CHINA he will be under operational 
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26 1713 (Cont'd) 

control of COMGENCHINA and will report 67 despatch to COMGENCHINA accordingly 

Para. ItyDis 220626. 1 GROPAC 

A. For TIENTSIN AREA. Other GROPAC 

B. For TSINGTAO AREA. Both CROPACS are assigned operational control 
3RDPHIBC0RPS. COMSERVPAC advise designation of GROPAC for each area and 
order CO of each to report at earliest by dispatch to C0MGEN3HDPHIBC0RPS# 
COMSERVPAC advise location availability date and shipping implications of 
each component. C0M7THFHIBF0R will be responsible for providing shipping, 
lfwHng and movement of all units mounting west of the HAWAIIAN ISLANDS and 
for issuance of general loading and sailing instructions to COMAIRPAC and 
COMSERVPAC for units under their cognizance mounting in the HAWAIIAN area 
and west coast. CINCPAC PEARL will provide shipping and COMSERVPAC will 
arrange for the loading and movement of all units under COMSERVPAC and 
COMAIRPAC cognizance mounting from the HAWAIIAN AREA and the west coast# 

Para. Mounting out supplies30 days classes 1, 2, 3, 4, including water 
in DRUMS and cans 2 gal/roaxi/tey 5 days, winter clothing, chemica l pr otective 
clothing and equipment, construction supplies as directed by 3RDPMIBC0RPS 
for minimum rehabilitation airfields, waterfront facilities and roads, class 
V 3U/F combat troops, 1 U/F service troops, V-A 10 missions. Direct liaison 
and c ommunication between C0M7THPHIBFOR, C0MGEN3RDPHIBC0RPS, COMSERVPAC and 
COMAIRPAC is authorized. Instructions on resupply, levels, maintenance etc., 
to be issued later# 

27 0108 CINCPAC ADVANCE to ALL FUG OFFICERS . 

Questions as to disposition and use of captured or occupied territory 
are political ones to be determined by responsible officials of the govern¬ 
ment# Where the governmental policy has not been announced the American 
position should not be embarrassed by high ranking naval officers giving 
expression to their own opinions particularly as they may be lacking 
information on all the considerations involved. You will be governed 
accordingly# 
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26 1520 DEANE to AGWAR FOR WARCOS. CINCAFPAC - OOMINCH PASSES TO CINCPAC ADVANCE . 

MX 25417. 

Following is U.S. Military Mission Moscow RUSSIA MX 25416 to War 
Department dated 25 August 1945* 

Antonov called me early this morning and handed me the following letter 
which he wishes transmitted to General MacArthur "After reading your letter 
of 19 August 1945 which contained the Instrument of Surrender of Japan 
the General Staff of the Bed Army considers it necessary to include in this 
Instrument the following amendments. 

1* Change paragraph 3 to read we hereby command all Japanese Forces 
wherever situated and the Japanese people to cease hostilities forthwith* 

To preserve and save from damage all ships* aircrafts, and military and 
civil property and to comply with all requirements which may be imposed by 
the Supreme Commander for the Allied Powers and by the separate Allied 
High Commands in their respective theaters of operations or by agencies 
of the Japanese Government at their direction* 

2* Change paragraph 5 to read. w e hereby ccranand all civil military 
and naval officials to obey and enforce all proclamations, orders and 
directives deemed by the Supreme Conmander for the Allied Powers and by 
the separate Allied High Commands in their respective theaters of operations 
to be proper and to effectuate this surrender and issued by them or under 
their authority and we shall direct all such officials to remain at their 
posts and to continue to perform their non combatant duties unless speci¬ 
fically relieved by the Supreme Conmander for the Allied Forces or by the 
separate Allied High Commanders in their respective theaters or under their 
authority. 

3* Change paragraph 8 to read. The authority of the Emperor and the 
Japanese Government to rule the State shall be subject to the Supreme 
Commander for the Allied Powers or to such organization as the Allied 
Powers may create for these purposes who will take such steps as they deem 
proper to effectuate these terms of surrender". Antonov stated that the 
a&ove amendments had the approval of Generalissimo Stalin. He explained 
that the amendments to paragraphs 3 and 5 were for the purpose of taking 
care of the local situation in the different theaters of operation. 

Para. Inconnection with the amendments proposed in paragraph S he 
stated that initially the authority of the Emperor would be subject to the 
sole authority of the Supreme Commander for the Allied Powers, but that it 
might later be founded desirable to set up an organization for the 
government of JAPAN s imila r to that which new exists for the government 
of Germany. I request I be given information upon which to base a 
reply. Ends. 

27 1300 COMGENCHINA to CINCPOA ADVANCE info COMGENFCHINA 

UFB 6092. 

Concur in including a marine aircraft wing at reduced strength for 
marine corps operations in TIENTSIEN and/or TSINGfTAO area of north 
CHINA. 
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27 0209 CINCPAC ADVANCE to COMGENFMFPAC. COMSERVPAC. COMAIRPAC. C0M7THFLT. CCM- 

PHIBSPAC. C0L13RDPHIBC0RPS. C0M7THPHIBF0R. CQMGENFOA Info C0M5THFLT. COMGEN - 

AIRFMFPAC. COMINCH & CNO. MARCORPS. COMNORPAC. COM MARIANAS. COMGENlSTMAW. 

FMF PACREPMARI AN AS. C0HGEN1STMARDIV. COMGENSERVCOMDFMFPAC. CTF 99. CTF 96. 

CINCPOA PEARL. C0MGEn6tHMARDIV. COMGSNCHINaI 


For planning purposes only following tentative logistic plan for land 
based naval and marine forces BELEAGER part 4 of annex H to my OpPlan 12-45 
is effective. Target Date (M-Day) 30 September* CINCPAC agencies as indi¬ 
cated herein are responsible complete logistic support marine and naval unit 
in occupied areas. Occupied areas TSINGTAO and TIENTSIN* 

Para 1. Suppy. 

A. Mounting supplies. COMSERVPAC, COMAIRPAC, COMGENFMFPAC and COM 
GENPOA responsible in accordance existing policy for providing following 
mounting supplies: 30 days classes 1,2,3,4 including water in drums, cans 
2 gal/man/day 5 days, winter clothing, chemical protective clothing and 
equipment. Construction supplies as directed by CCM3RDPHIBCCRPS for 
minimu m rehabilitation airfields, waterfront facilities and roads. Class 
5 e units fire combat troops, 1 unit fire service troops,V-A 10 missions* 

B* Resupply* Agencies listed above responsible for providing re¬ 
supply. COMGENFMFiAC is charged with responsibility for coordination of 
procurement, assembling and shipping of resupply of all- classes for all 
Navy and Marine forces ashore in the objective. CINCPAC will furnish ship¬ 
ping as requested by COMGENFMFPAC. Resupply shipments of classes 1,2.3,4 
will be scheduled to arrive 15 Day intervals beginning M plus 10 and will 
consist of 30 days each until supply level is reached. Supply levels to be 
maintained at objective 30 day minimum and 30 day operating level of 
classes 1,2,3, and 4, 3 'units fire combat troops, 1 unit fire service troo¬ 
ps. 10 missions class V-A. Automatic supply 1st 120 days. Supplies in 
MARIANAS, OKINAWA, and HAWAII will be used in accordance current directives 
Direct liaison and communication between COMGENJWPAC, responsible supply 
agencies, 7th Fleet and 7th PhibFor authorized. 

Para 2. Transportation. 

C0U7THPHIBF0R responsible providing shipping, loading and movement all 
units mounting west of Hawaiian Islands and issuance general loading and 
sailing instructions to COMAIRPAC and COMSERVPAC for uflits under their 
cognizance mounting in Hawaiian Area and west coast. CINCPAC Pearl provide 
shipping and COMSERVPAC arrang e loading and movement all units under COM¬ 
SERVPAC and COMAIRPAC cognizance mounting Hawaiian Area and w est Coast. 
Shipping designators later by despatch. 

Para 3* Medical. Medical service as ia part 1 this annex. Evacuation 
to Marianas by sufface. 3 AH'S will be assigned. Air evacuation by VRE-1 
to OKINAWA and MARIANAS 2 planes per day. 

Para 4. Troop list. 3RDPH3BC0RPS consisting of Hq and Hq Tps, 1st 
MarDiv, 6th MarBiv (less 1 RCT) plus IstMarAirWing consisting of Hedron 1, 
Seron 1, MAW Sq, MAG 12 with Hedron 12 and Seron 12, VMF Sqg 115, 211, 218 
MAG 24 with Hedron 24 and Seron 24, VMF(N) Sqs 533, 541; MAG 32 with Hedron 
32, Seron 32, VMSB Sqs 244, 343, VMTB Sq 134, MAG 25 with Hedron 25, Seron 
25, VMR Sqs 152 and 153. 2 OOPACS. Troops TSINGTAO AREA 22,100, TIENTSIN 
AREAS 31,100 total troops 53,200. 

Para 5. Base Development. Construction limited to that essential to 
placing airfields, roads and waterfront facilities in operational status. 

2 Marine Airfields will be established, 1 in TIENTSIN AREA, the other 


TSINGTAO. 

Para 6* Miscellaneous. 


Currency and mail directives issued later. 
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27 °755 C0M7THFLT to CTF 79, COMFHILSEAFRON. COMSERVRON 7 info COMSERVPAC. COtfSKRV— 
RON 10, COMSERVDIV 101. CINCPAC BOTH HQ. CINCAFPAC." CG AfWESPAC. COUNCh T 


Action addresses hereby directed to assume as applicable »n present 
logistic responsibilities and commitments of C0M7THFLT in the suppy of 
Allied Naval Forces. Further direct COMSERVRON 7 under the operational 
control of COMFHILSEAFRON and administrative control of COMSERVPAC furnish 
logistics requirements personnel and supplies to all naval units afloat 
and ashore in SVYPA including all U.S. Navy vessels. Thus continuing 
logistics support to naval farces AUSTRALIA, NEW GUINEA and MANUS and 
having access to the resources of MANUS, HOLLANDIA, PHILIPPINE BASES nad 
other south west pacific bases. In the event means are not then available 
make representations to COMSERVPAC for necessary additional supplies and 
facilities. Responsibility of COMSERQN 7 for logistics support to the 
7th Fit terminates upon the departure of latter in operation CAMPUS at 
0800 I(-9) 28 August 1945* 7th Fit thereafter will receive logistic 
support from Commander Service Force Pacific. 


27 0513 COjfmFLT to GUAM CB2. AA CUNNINGHAM. (DP 752). COMDESDIV 127. NEW ORLEANS 
jCA 32), ALASKA (CBl). STEVENS (DP 479). T3 EVANS (DP 754). HARADEN (DP 585 ) 

BURNS (DP $88). COMDESRON 64. info CINCPAC ADV. C0M5THFLT. COMPHILSEAFRON . 

C0M3RDFLT. INGHAM CG, COMCARDIV 27. ALL TFC AND TGC 7THFLT. COIfflESDIV 44. 

CTG 95.4. RADM BUCKMAST^I --- 


This is my OpOrder 4-45. 

A. Cruiser Group TG 77.3 RAdmLcw. CruDiv 16. ALASKA and GUAM. 

CruDiv 6 San Francisco, New Orleans, Minneapolis and Tuscaloosa. DD'S 
Haraden (585), Stevens (479), Wiley (597). Bell (587), Bums (588), Hubbard 
(748), Cunningham (752), Frank Evans (754), John Bole (755). 

Para 1. Qiany forces have been forbidden to operate. However be pre¬ 
pared for attacks and alert for treachery. Further information including 
enemy and allied mine fields in Annex C ny OpPlan 13-45 now being distribut¬ 
ed by air. Own forces are not yet operating in the XELLOW SEA. TG 94.5 is 
sweeping area SKAGWAY, and may sweep mine line 7 just west of KUKUZAN to. 
Fair Wing 1 continues regular searches. 

Para 2. This force will operate to control the YELLOW SEA. 

Para 3*(a) Rendezvous as directed off OKINAWA and proced into the 
YELLOW SEA. Conduct operations as directed by Comnander 7th Fleet. 

Para 4. Logistics in OKINAWA and as called forward. 

Para 5. Guard 7th Fleet Task Force and Task Group commanders circuit 
(4135 series) and appropriate FOA Foxbs. Commander 7th Fleet in Minneapolis 

27 1328 COMGEJJCHINA to CINCFOA ADV info CINCPOA PEARL. CINCARPAC. C0M7THFLT . 

CFBX 6132. 

Subject is your 260127 concur in your recommendation that whether the 
landing in North CHINA be at TAKU or CHINWANGTAO be left for deciiion later. 
Henceforth we will refer to TIENTSIN AREA. 




AUGUST (GCT) 
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27 1419 CINCAFPAC to WARCOS (JCS) info CINCPAC ADV. CG USASTAF. COHGENIB. COMGEH 

CHINA. BRIT JOINT STAFF MISSION . 


CX 10320. 

The assumption contained in WX 54682, 25 August is correct. 

25 1944 JCS to MAC ARTHUR info NBflTZ. SPAATZ. WHEKLER. WEDMEYER. AND BRITISH 
JOINT STAFF MISSION . 

WARX 54682. 

The British Chiefs of Staff have asked if their assumption is correct 
that the Japanese Commanders Kill be required to furnish any information 
required direct to the representatives of the Allied Commander and their 
representatives. 

Para. We are informing the British Chiefs of Staff that the foregoing 
assumption is correct and that you are acting accordingly. 
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28 1225 COMGENCHINA to CINCAFPAC. GINCPAC info C0M7THFLT. CG50SCT . 

CFBX 6228. 

Tour CX 36362 it is desired that AK'S and LST'S in original Task Force 
93 enter SHANGHAI at earliest practicable date. Preliminary information 
given by my representatives recently in MANILA indicated that necessary 
minesweeping would allow entry on 15 September. Please comment. Occupation 
of SHANGHAI by Chinese Nationalist Troops will proceed on schedule. See 
ny CFBX 5404. For Lattimore. As Port operations will be from ship to 
wharf directly naval boat, barge and DUKW crews from IBT THEATER are being 
dropped. 

28 1219 CINCAFPAC to '.VAR DEPT - COMINCH PASSES TO CINCPAC BOTH HQ . 

C 10526 . 

Among other minor changes made in General Order Number 1 replying your 
WX 55352 is 1 directing the Japanese to surrender their forces in the 
RYUKYUS to CINCAFPAC with Commanding General 10th Amy being designated to 
receive the local surrender. That officer has been under the command of 
CINCAFPAC since August 1 and the designation of CINCPAC to receive the 
surrender there would not only be confusing administratively but would also 
controvene the general directive providing that respective local theater 
commanders receive surrender. 

29 0050 C0M7FLT to CINCPAC ADVANCE HQ info C0M7THPHIB . 

Your 250759* Expect to meet new advanced target date of 7 September 
for KEUO landing with lightly armed troops of 7th Division and elements of 
24th Corps using shipping immediately available and follow with heavy 
equipment as additional shipping availability permits. 40th Division should 
land KEUJO about 1 October. The date and place of landing the 96 Division 
in KOREA are not yet firm. 

Para. 24th Corps plan also includes sending a small advance party by 
air to arrive 4 September if approved by SCAP and can be negotiated. 

29 0751 CINCPAC ADVANCE to C0M7THFLT info CINCAFPAC. COMGENCHINA. CG SOSCT . 

Conment direct to COMGENCHINA his CFBX 6228 DTG 281225. Re: It is 
desired that AK'S and LST'S in original Task Force 93 enter SHANGHAI at 
earliest practicable date. 
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29 1357 MOUNTBATTEN SACSEA to CARTON DE WIART MA CHUNGKING info HAROOURT. CTG 111*2 . 







SAC 20299. 

With reference to BAAG signal 6420 of 261640 not to CTG 111.2. If you 
and Ambassadore see no objection I should like you to give Wedemeyer the 
following message from me. "As you know Rear Admiral Harcourt will take 
surrender of HONGKONG as soon as General MacArthur has concluded his surr¬ 
ender meeting in TOKYO and will fchen Admiral Fraser thinks fit, hand over 
to SEAC forces under Major General Festing. In the meantime the General¬ 
issimo has stated he will not send Chinese Troops to HONGKONG. I have 
reports that some small American Units are however planning to enter 
HONGKONG by air or overland. May I have details. 


30 2141 JOINT CHIEFS OF STAFF to CINCAFPAC info CINCPAC. 



WARX 57346. 

The Joint Chiefs of Staff prefer not to change the provisions of General 
Order Number 1 as approved by the President. Reference surrender procedure 
in the RYUKYUS and therefor direct that while the arrangements now in 
progress under the direction of General Stilwell may be continued their 
execution by Stilwell will be subject to the supervision of Admiral Nimitz. 


31 0137 CINCAFPAC to COMGENCHINA info CG S05CT. C0lf7THFLT(AFLOAT) - INTERCEPT MESG . 

Cite CX 11158. Entrance SHANGHAI earliest practicable date is desirable 
reurad CFBX 62 28 AY exact information respecting progress of minesweeping 
will come from Navy sources. Original Task Force 93 now designated Task 
Force 74 by 7th Fleet operation Plan 13-45. 


30 2141 COMINCH AND CNO to CINCPAC BOTH HQ. info CINCLANT, COMWESSEAFRON . 

My 191827 refers. Your 280740 approved except those CV*S unable transit 
Canal without prior removal gun sponsons are to be routed via CAPE OF GOOD 
HOPE or STRAITS OF MAGELLAN depending upon shortest route at time of release. 

31 1138 CINCPAC AFLOAT to C0M3RDFLT info CINCPAC ADVANCE HQ . 

Your 310404 approved with the understanding that tenure of occupancy of 
minor naval bases will be limited to time required to seize or render in¬ 
operative the midget submarines and suicide craft present. Early report 
on adequacy of YOKOSAKA airfield far R5D operations desired. 

31 1745 COMINCH AND CNO to CINCPAC BOTH HQ . 

Subject is OCEAN AND NAURU. Following furnished for your information. 
British Chiefs of Staff propose "A" NAURU surrender to AUSTRALIAN commander 
and "B" OCEAN surrender to AUSTRALIAN commander acting in behalf of UK in 
company with a representative of the high commissioner for the Western Pac. 
U.S. Chiefs of Staff have replied in substance as follows: To interest of 
expediting surrender and occupation these islands there is no objection to 
use of AUSTRALIAN forces and shipping provided commander concerned reports 
to CINCPAC for this employment and accepts surrender in his name. Whether 
representative of CINCPAC is to accompany AUSTRALIAN forces is left to 
CINCPAC discretion. 


AUGUST (GCT) 
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°3 1300 cc?rciTG]i f: cnc to criPAO .adv (king to neiitz) (cont*# 

"Item 3. whatever facilities can be afforded under.(l) and (2) above 
the First Sea Lord considers it essential that we should have increased 
use of ’L'lIUS and that we should be given authority to install 1 more Monab 
at ITTYLIU. Some storage for ammunition at MANUS is also reauired. These 
additional facilities at MANUS will certainly be required for the forthcoming 
operations. 

"Item 4. Eagle Farm at BRISBANE is not being used to any extent by US 
air forces and is required urgently by the BPF to erect aircraft which are 
being shipped to AUSTRALIA. 

"Item 5. Me can provide some 36OO engineers and 3000 pioneers (unskilled 
labour) to construct airstrips at any intermediate base which may be allocate 
for the BPF. In addition to these labour forces we have call on 2500 RAF 
constructional personnel who are the 1st echelon of the VLR project and are 
nop on w.ssage Lo the Pacific and may be available if any delay occurs in 
supporting work at 0K3OTMA. Can it be stated that -the services of those 
parties will be required at a forward or intermediate base. 

"Item 6. A very early reply would be appreciated in connection with 
Item 2 since the constructional personnel are immediately available and 
shins carrying material now in AUSTRALIA cannot be held and have to be 
unloaded now unless allocated elsewhere." 

I am making representations to General ’Marshall in connection with Item 4. 



V/ARX 26350. EYES ONLY. KYOTO, HIROSHIMA, KOKURA and NIIGATA will not be 
attacked by any forces under your comnand unless further directions are issued 
by the Joint Chiefs of Staff. 

Para. Knowledge of the above instructions will be limited to the minimum 
number of persons essential to carry out the instructions. 

04 0S25 BINCPAC ADV TO CHEAP MAC (NIMITZ TO MACAETHUR ONIY) 


I request that COMFEAF be directed to cancel his 040540 which I consider 
to be improper and lacking in military courtesy. Responsibility for air 
sea rescue operations within the POA west of Long. 135-00 E has been assigned 
by me to ComFairWing 1 and my directive must stand until other arrangements 
have been reached between you and me. 


05 0820 CINCPAC .ADV TO CDICBPF (NIMITZ TO FRASER) 

, 'Jhile I regret the delay in your visit I agree as to the advantage in 

conferring after the conference in EUROPE. I am holding Hopkins here through 
the 6th for conference with Commodore Boalc to assist me in making further 
recommendations to Admiral King concerning your increased use of MANUS. 

05 0815 CINCPAC ADV TO CO? T :CH (NIMITZ TO KING) 

Your 031300. Item 1. The anchorages in question will probably be LEYTE ULITHI 
and ENirETOK. Item 2. Establishment of British shore facilities or use of 
British construction forces at such anchorages is not recommended. Item 3. 
Increased use of MANUS by BPF is desirable. Commo Boak will arrive GUAM tomor¬ 
row 6 July for conference concerning details. Item 4. CINCPAC agrees. Item 5. 
British construction forces are not repeat not desired in MuUlSIIALLS MARIANAS 
C'RCLIT'ES or • HILIPPINES. Reports on KUMZ SHIMA indicate desirability turAiruj,, 
the island over to British for development with British resources. " 04 O 3 




















05 0655 Cl NO . AC ADV TO COl.lMCH (NMETZ TO KE-IG) 


Fara 1. The following is submitted for consideration in connection nro- 
posals understood to be before the Joint Chiefs of Staff for changes in com¬ 
mand responsibilities in the RYUKYUS. 

Para 2. The recently captured positions in the OKINAWA group are being 
developed to meet initially requirements in connection with OLYMPIC and sub¬ 
sequently requirements in connection vdth other operations for the defeat 
of JAPAN. The developments include bases for the' operation of the tactical 
and strategic air forces of the Arny, a Naval Operating Base for the supnort 
of the Pacific Fleet including airfields for fleet aircraft and also facili¬ 
ties for staging and Mounting troops. The Naval Operating Base at OKINAWA 
is vital to the readiness of the fleet for effective support of OLYMPIC . 

It is also essential to futtire fleet o aerations in the EAST CHINA SEA YELLOW 
SEA and SEA OF J ’.PAN. It will be omit most western naval base through the 
final phases of this war and extending into the post war period. 

Para 3. Plans have now been integrated and the development, of the various 
base installations and facilities is in progress. A change in overall command 
from CINCPAC CIMCPCA to GIT-. C AFP AC CINCSYJi A as understood to be proposed would 
be undesirable simply because it 'would be a change and the required reorganize* 
tion would be inherently wasteful of much needed time. The development of 
OKINAWA during the next few months will be best supported by avoiding changes. 
The support of future fleet operations including Fleet Air Wings after OLYMPIC* 
will be best assured by retention of present command arrangements. Even 
though a transfer to CINCAFPAC would facilitate Arny operations administration 
and logistics in the immediate future, naval operations administration and 
logistics would suffer now and during the foreseeable future. 

Para 4* If however a change is decided upon it is recommended that it be 
based on the following principles: 

A. CINCAFPAC to assume responsibility for the local ground and air 
defense and military government of the OKINAWA Group. CINCPAC to 
retain responsibility for the naval defense as at present. 

B. CINCPAC to retain direct command and control of the Naval Operating 
Base including the waters of BUCKKSt BAY and the shores thereof and 
the naval and marine .airfields at YONABARU CHEN AWASE and the island 
of TSUGEN SHIMA. 

C. CINCPAC to retain direct operational control of naval forces based 
in the RYUKYUS including Fleet Air Wing 1. 

D. CINCPOA to retain control and responsibility for the sea areas now 
in the Pacific Ocean .Areas. 

E. CINCPAC to retain’ direct control of units of the Fleet Marine Force 
and naval construction troops in the RYUKYUS except as they may be 
passed by him to the temporary control of the Island Commander to 
assist in island defense and general island development. 

F. CINCPAC to retain operational control of the naval communications 
facilities and naval radio stations except as he may pass them to 
local control by the Island Commander for joint use under arrangements) 
agreed to try CINCPAC. 

G. Naval personnel and resources to be released by the Army Island 
Command as rapidly as oossible under the concent of JCS 032140 of 
April 1945. 
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09 0857 


CINOPAC :j)V TO OCMNCH . (NIlOiTZ to KING) 



I do not know trliat prompted CINCAFPAG’S 090057 at this time. It appears 
to substitute "at all times" for "in case of exigencies". The ohrase objected 
to appeared also on page 10 of ray preliminary draft of 13 May and has not 
before been objected to. The language immediately preceding was drafted by 
CIKCAFPAC and incorporated in our agreement of 16 May. The natter should be 
of little consequence but I am disturbed by the implications. I shall make 
no reply pending receipt of your comment. You may have information as to 
background which is not available to me. 


09 ©920 CB SPCA ADV TO SI INCH . (NEUTZ TO KING) 


I am deferring action on certain matters connection OKINAWA until future 
con and status is settled. Accordingly request I be informed if it is decided 
to let present arrangements stand. 


09 1035 


CIKCi-OA ADV TO CLINCH C: BIO . (NTpTTZ TO KING) 


CNO 052055* Recommend no repeat no change in category defense or command 
arrangements in .ALEUTIANS at this time because of possible requirements in¬ 
cident to Russian entry into war. 

09 2010 CGKENCH u CMC TO CTNCv.C ADV . (KING TO NBTTZ) 

L — It appears to me the 1st part of last sentence on page 16 referred to in 
CINCAFIAC’S CX 24142 and in your 090057 was not entirely necessary particular¬ 
ly in the light of the immediately preceding paragraph. The last -art "who 

f then assumes command and responsibility for the campaign in JAPAN" does -resent 
a basis for a roper objection, and for that reason should be vrithdrawn. There 
is a continuing responsibility vested in CIMCAFPAC. However "including control 
in case of exigencies, of the actual amphibious assault" is intended to apply 
only in those cases in which exigencies or emergencies arise during the actual 
amphibious assaults being executed against hostile beaches. 

CING.-AG ADV TO CINCAF AC BBC CLINCH (NBUTZ TO l : AC ARTHUR INFO KING) 

Your CX 2/|.142 DTG 090057* The sentence referred to will be deleted inci¬ 
dent to the next revision of my Joint Staff Study OLYMPIC which vm.11 be 
issued after the conference referred to in your 090215 and ny 100218. How- 
ever it is ny understanding that "including control, in case of exigencies 
of the actual amphibious assault" is intended to apply only in those cases 
in which exigencies or emergencies arise during the actual amphibious assaults 
being executed against hostile beaches. 


O 




10 0900 
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11 0101 JOINT CHIEFS OF STAFF TO MAC ARTHUR. NIMLTZ. SPAATZ, 

WARX 29976* The JCS have this date approved the following directive: 


O 



1* The War Department has established an air comoand designated "U, S* 

Army Strategic Air Forces (USASTAF) * consisting initially of those combat 
and service units assigned to or operating with the 20th AF, the Hq and Hq 
Sqdn, 8th AF* and other elements subsequently to be mutually agreed upon by 
CINCAFPAC, CINCPAC and the Conmanding General* USASTAF, or as prescribed by 
higher authority, 

2* ComGenUSASTAF is charged with the primary responsibility for the conduct 
of land based strategic air operations against JAPAN with the object of accom¬ 
plishing the progressive destruction and dislocation of JAPAN*s military, 
industrial and economic systems to a point where her capacity for armed re¬ 
sistance is fatally weakened* He will collaborate with CINCAFPAC and CINCPAC 
in such strategic air operations of Amy Air Forces or Navy carrier based 
air forces as CINCAFPAC and CINCPAC may elect to conduct. This responsibility 
will be discharged in accordance with directives which have been or which 
may be issued from time to time by the JCS through the ComGen, Amy Air Forces 
as executive agent* 


3* ComGenUSASTAF will continue operations to support the accomplishment of 
the overall objective to defeat JAPAN and win. cooperate with CINCAFPAC and 
CINCPAC in the preparation and execution of plans for the invasion of JAPAN, 


4* ComGenUSASTAF will be responsible for the internal administration and 
internal logistical support of all forces assigned to USASTAF and will present 
his requirements for theater logistical support to CINCAFPAC and CINCPAC re¬ 
spectively* as required* USASTAF will be aciiiinistored as directed by the War 
Department. CINCAFPAC and CINCPAC are charged with the responsibility of 
meeting CG USASTAF*s logistic requirements subject to the overall availability 
of resources. 





5* A headquarters will be designated to discharge the functions of AAFFOA 
which are not assumed under the provisions of this directive by USASTAF*' 

The transfer of functions will be subject to agreement between CINCAFPAC* 
CINCPAC and 00MGEN USASTAF. 

6* All understandings* conmdtinents, agreements and directives with reference 
to the 20th AF will remain in effect and apply to USASTAF until amended or 
rescinded by the appropriate authority, 

7* Commanders concerned will implement this directive as expeditiously as 
possible without interference with current operations* 

8* Directives in conflict with the above are modified accordingly* 
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li 0101 jgi:^ oniePl. ,r st.-j? to ag .. in it*,. oPAATz. 

"IARX 2997C. 

The JCS have this date approved the following directive: 

1. The War Department has established an air command designated rf U.S. 

Array Strategic Air Forces (USASTAF ) " consisting initially of those combat and 
service units assigned to or operating with the 20th AF, the Hq and Hq Sqdn, 

Cth AF, and other elements subsequently to be mutually agreed upon by CINCAFPAjd 
CINCPAC and the Commanding Genera, USASTAF, or as prescribed by higher author¬ 
ity. 

2. ComGenUSASTAF is charged with the primary responsibility for the conduct 
of land based strategic air operations against JAPAN with the object of ac¬ 
complishing the progressive destruction and dislocation of JAPAN’S military, 
industrial and economic systems to a point where her capacity for anned 
resistance is fatally weakened. He will collaborate with CINCAFPAC and CINCPAC 
in such strategic air operations of Array Air Forces or Navy carrier based air 
forces as CINCAFPAC and CINCPAC may elect to conduct. This responsibility 
will be discharged in accordance with directives which have been or which may 
be issued from time to time by the Joint Chiefs of Staff through the Command¬ 
ing General, Amy Air Forces as executive agent. 

3. ComGenUSASTAF will continue operations to support the accomplishment of 
the overall objective to defeat JAPAN and will cooperate with CINCAFPAC and 
011® PAC in the preparation and execution of plans for the invasion of JAPAN. 

4. ComGenUSASTAF will be responsible for the internal administration and 
internal logistical support of all forces assigned to USASTAF and will present 
his requirements for theater logistical support to CINCAFPAC and CINCPAC re¬ 
spectively, as required. USASTAF will be administered as directed by the War 
Department. CINCAFPAC and CINCPAC are charged with the responsibility of 
meeting CG USASTAF ’s logistic requirements subject to the overall availability 
of resources. 

5. A headquarters will be designated to discharge the functions of AAFPOA 
which are not assumed under the provisions of this directive by USASTAF. 

The transfer of functions will be subject to agreement between CINCAFPAC, 
CINCPAC and COMGENUSASTAF . 

6 . All understandings, commitments, agreements and directives with reference 
to the 20th AF will remain in effect and apply to USASTAF until amended or 
rescinded by the appropriate authority. 

7. Commanders concerned will implement this directive as expeditiously as 
possible without interference with current operations. 

3. Directives in conflict with the above are modified accordingly. 

2347 Join: chief;: :■ pj fp ?, /.C-iATiia. ::n?i rrc lda : xii.eimgns. .encld . 

WARX 29914. 

Plan PASTEL as agreed at conferences between your representatives and 
Joint Security Control in Washington is approved. Para 5 B (4) of the plan 
calls for an annex setting forth details of specific responsibility and timing 
of the strategic operational deception and special deception measures to 
implement PASTEL. It is suggested that you hold conference of planning and 
communications representatives of all addressees in order that this annex 
may be expeditiously prepared and coordinated. 
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11 2335 

GI 'G?AJ -U3V TO ,T . (1JT TTZ TG HALb-GYj 

11 2335 

W 020152 and your 030515. The continued existence of the remaining Japa¬ 
nese naval forces makes it necessary to use on defensive missions larger 
naval forces than ’.‘ould otnerrri.se suffice, The remaining heavy enemy ships 
jrust be eliminated ">rior to 0LY!! TC and this elimination is the responsibility 
ox uhe Pacific fleet. If i.AGATC IIA.UKA ISS KYUGA and other imoortant enemy 
vessels are still in being and I-jJILBLOCKS 4 is ordered our escort requirements 
will be larger than need other-rise be. 




U 0030 ^CHIEFS OF STAFF TO WEDBtEYER. NIMITZ. MACAHTHUR INFO KINKAID . 

With reference to the FORT BAYARD supplemental supply project for CHINA, 
there remain additional factors of interest to the JCS on which further action 
appears necessary. These include the exchange of additional information, 
with information copies to the JCS on: 

(1) ’.Tedameyer's estimate of eneny air capabilities and evaluation as to 
sufficiency of available counter measures; 

(2) Information on minefields; and 

(3) Earliest donsidered estimate of unloading time required for FORT 
BAYARD. 

To enable JCS to evaluate cost of continuing supply throu&i FORT BAYARD 
subsequent to 5 cargo ships new scheduled, it is desired that CINCPAC, after 
necessary consultations with CINCAFPAC and CG CHINA Theater, submit his views 
on naval resources required. For planning purposes, it will be assumed that 
3 cargo ships per month will follow the 1st 5. 

At such time as adequate information becomes available to Wedemeyer, the 
JCS desire him to submit complete plan for the FORT BAYARD supplemental supply 
project to include: Hydrographic information, aid for discharging cargo need¬ 
ed from outside CHINA-BURMA-INDIA Theater, unloading time for ships, AA de¬ 
fenses for FORT BAYARD, target date, air support plan and eneny and allied 
mine fields. 


13 0747 CINCPAC ADV TO COIONCH . (NIMITZ TO KING ONLY) 

My comments on JCS 1406/2 drafted in form for general use are transmitted 
separately. If you must acquiesce in giving Amy control over their projects 
and can get no better settlement paragraph 4 of my 050655 represents the 
absolute minimum with which we can operate successfully. You should know 
that General MacArthur and General Kenney are virtually in control of their 
OKINAWA projects now. General Kenney is obviously operating on the assumption 
that JCS 1406 as originally proposed is or soon will be approved. I shall 
if possible avoid disagreeable incidents with him but an early decision will 
be helpful in that regard. I have confidence in Stilwell and he is optimistic 
as to unloading and base development. Price will take over our NOB an 
July. 
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14 0723 CINCAFPAC TO CINCPQA ADV. WARCOS TNFO flTWfl ns PTaMT . (MACARTHUR TO NIMITZ 
AM* UMWHATT. TBlffl KTWft) 

a 25423 

1*- I have been concerned for sane time with regard to the execution of 
the directive set forth in JCS 1259/4* This directive required a transfer 
of Any and Navy resources "as expeditiously as possible" until each service 
was under the control of its own service commander* The fundamental purpose 
was to rearrange the conmand system in the Pacific to facilitate the war 
against JAPAN and it mist have been the intent that this rearrangement be 
effected prior to the launching of the decisive campaigns. This directive 
specifically indicated that "conflicting provisions of existing directives 
to CINCPOA and CINCSWPA are modified accordingly"* With this interpretation 
in mind, you will recall I sent staff representatives to GUAM in mid-April 
to explore the general problem and determine procedures to comply with JCS 
directions* This conference was not fruitful because of the differences in 
our respective interpretations of the JCS directive* In response to your 
radio 160250 GCT April in which you proposed to turn over ackninistrative but 
no operational control of Army forces in your area I accepted in radio CX 
1428b as a 1st step in compliance with instructions, but stated that greater 
control of Amy resources would be required by me* This reply took into 
consideration that under the operating procedures in Pacific Ocean Areas an 
abrupt reversion of resources to appropriate service control in certain in¬ 
stances was inadvisable* I proposed in ny CX 14288 to turn over at once all 
Naval resources under ny conmand to you* This was resented far the reasons 
set forth in your 200344 GCT April* There have been numerous exchanges of 
radiograms between you and myself concerning separate features of this general 
problem, but the resultant effect as it applies to the compliance with the 
JCS directive has been disappointingly meager* On several occasions yon have 
quoted certain directions which were issued prior to JCS 1259/4 aad which 
you mam. believed were not modified by JCS 1259/4 irrespective of the quote 
given earlier in this radio* In this belief I do not concur* 

2* Three and one-half months have new elapsed since the issuance of the JCS 
directive and I find that there has been transferred to ny full control the 
7th Air Force, 9th Corps Hdqtrs, 4 InfDivs, and a sprinkling of combat and 
service support troops, with administrative control only of other units, a 
control completely ineffective in so far as the fundamental concept of the 
directive of the JCS is concerned* There remain under your control General 
Richardson's Hdqtrs, 1 of my main echelons of conmand in the Pacific, an 
Army hdqtrs, a Corps Hdqtrs, and numerous ground, combat and service support 
units estimated to aggregate upon arrival of redeployed unite between 325*000 
and 350,000 troops* 

3* It has become increasingly embarrassing for me to plan future operations 
with the Amy resources of the Pacific when I am denied the authority to con- 
‘ trol the relative priority of their retention at various locations or deter¬ 
mine the relative importance of their requirement in comparison with their 
need for the invasion of JAPAN, I must necessarily under the existing circum¬ 
stances resort to negotiations for each individual unit with you, causing 
great ackninistrative labor and delay* Determination of the Army redeployment 
requirements of resources from EUROPE and the U*S* without a knowledge of the 
detailed employment or need for the resources now in the Pacific in your area 
is little better than an educated guess, with the inevitable result that any 
unnecessary movement of resources into the Pacific will cause a dispersion 
and waste of the critical shipping means of the U*S* Hus situation has been 
exemplified in the last few days in a conference of various officers through¬ 
out the Pacific to survey our deficiencies as relates to the support of the 
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17 0723 CINCAFPAC TO CINCPOA AD7 BQ . WARCOS INFO CINC US FLEET (CONTINUED) 




20th Air Force* This conference ms attended by 42 officers of various 
organizations. The solutions accepted at the conclusion of this conference 
necessarily reflect the maze of conflicting and complicated command arrange¬ 
ments and leave uncertainty and confusions in many minds. 

4# By your 000301 GCT July you indicate a need for the naval resources of 
the Pacific to be more closely controlled by you in order to launch the 
operations against JAPAN. I likewise need a closer control over the Army 
resources of the Pacific to fully perform my functions. I consider that the 
time has now come for final accomplishment of the JCS directive concurrently 
with consideration of your 000301 July. This would involve: 

(A) A plan for the turn over of Amy resources in the Pacific to CINCAFPAC 

(B) A determination of the localities to be transferred on the basis of 
paramount interest. 

(C) The establishment of procedures whereby operational control of the 
forces of each service may be placed under CINCSWPA or CINCPOA to conduct 
operations as specifically directed by the JCS from time to time. 

(D) A target date for completion of the above. 

5. If you are now prepared to discuss the full implementation of the JCS 
directive, it is suggested that a conference be arranged. If, however, you 
are of the opinion that these are irreconcilable points of view, I feel that 
they should now be presented to the JCS for decision. 


14 0304 CINCPOA ADV TO COMGEN US FORCES CHINA INFO CINCAFPAC . (NlMITZ TO WEDEMEYER INFO 
MACAHKUR) 

Your 121015. It would be extremely helpful in clarifying our plans and 
concepts of future operations if you or your representative could visit my 
headquarters at GUAM to discuss naval support of your operations along the 
CHINA Coast and the employment of fleet units to exercise control of the sea 
areas adjacent to the Coast of CHINA. If you find such a visit feasible 
I will invite General Mac Arthur to send a representative also. 


16 1119 CINCAFPAC to CINCPAC ADV HQ . 

C 25992 

In view of your 150720 I doubt that any practicable result can eventuate 
from another conference on a theater level and therefore prefer to leave 
any further clarification if they so desire in the hands of the Joint Chiefs 
of Staff. 


1 
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18 1409 JOINT CHIEF’S OF STAFF to CINCAFPAC. CINCPAC ADV HQ Info AGWAR. NAVY DEPT. 
V73 BG152 



TOP SECRET . From JOINT CHIEFS OF STAFF to MACARTHUR and NIMITZ. In order 
to facilitate preparation for and execution of OLYMPIC, CINCPAC and 
CINCAFPAC will arrange to transfer to CINCAFPAC at the earliest practicable 
date and not later than 1 August control of U.S.-held areas in the KYTJKYUS, 
all U.S. Army forces located in the RIUKYUS, including 10th Army, respon¬ 
sibility for defense of the U.S.-held positions, and responsibilities 
pertaining t o USSTAF unit s now vested in CINCPAC. 

Para. CINCPAC will retain responsibility for and control of all naval 
and naval air installations and development projects in the HYUKTUS, the 
movement of naval forces and supplies into the area, and harbor and 
unloading facilities tnerefor as shall be mutually agreed to between 
them. Control of all U.S. Naval forces in the RYUKYUS will be vested in 
CINCPAC. 


16 1212 JOINT CHIEFS UF STAFF to CINCPAC APY hQ Info CINCAFPAC. AGwAR. NAVI 

DEPT. V6b BG1A5 

- — 

TOP SECRET. From JOINT CH IEFS uF STAFF uo NIMITZ . For your information 
pertinent extracts of CINCAFPAC»s C-24215 of 9 July have been passed to 
the British Chiefs of Staff at CCS 17 July 1945, the Joint Chiefs of 
Staff accepted in principle the use of British Commonwealth forces for 
employment in the main operations against JAPAN. The substance of the 
British proposal was covered in WAR 28274 of 7 July to MACARTHUR, copy 
of which War Department will repeat to CINCPAC together with CINCAFPAC's 
reply, C-24215 of 9 July. The acceptance in principle of the U.S. 

Chiefs of Staff pertained only to ground forces. The British proposal 
as regards a tactical air component was left as a matter for further 
discussion. The Joint Chiefs of Staff further approved the British 
request to dispatch an Army corps commander to the Pacific to consult 
with CINCAFPAC and CINCPAC on the various factors involved in the^em¬ 
ployment of British Commonwealth forces and to submit recommendations 
as a result of such conferences. It is understood that air and naval 
officers will accompany the corps commander. It is requested that 
CINCAFPAC and CINCPAC indicate when this visit can be conveniently 
made. 


W 



Para. Although decision has not been made, the British Chiefs of Staff 
indicate they have under consideration the use of the 8th Indian Division 
from ITALY which had a notable record in the Italian campaign, and is 
therefore accliimaled. the 2nd or 36 th Divisions (both British) now in 
SEAC as well as veteran NEW ZEALAND, CANADIAN and AUSTRALIAN divisions. 
The British Divisions are not included in the SINGAPORE campaign. Due 
to improbability of reequipping British, Indian and Australian divisions 
the Canadian division with U.S. equipment would probably operate in a 
U.S. corps. Plans have not developed to the point oherp decision faa be 
taken on the composition of the lorces. 
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19 OU41 .10TNT flHTKFS OF STAFF TO CINCPOA . 

vrocMC svc 15259. 

Following is relay of War 28274 dated 7 July to Mac Arthur from 
Marshall. British participation in the invasion of JAPAN is subject. 

In addition to the British Pacific Fleet and VIH force of 10 squadrons, 
the British now propose that the VIR force be increased to 20 squadrons 
at a later date when more airfieldsbecome available, and that a British 
force of 3 to 5 British, Indian and Dominion divisions participate in 
CORONET under American Command* The British do not give source of these 
divisions but sone or all are apparently expected to be released after 
the capture of SINGAPORE, scheduled for November 1945. They would also 
be carried in British ships, provided with the necessary assault lift and 
supported by the East Indies Fleet augmented by the British Pacific Fleet 
if necessary and by a tactical air force of some 15 squadrons* The 
British have made the 3 following specific suggestions as to the use of 
this force: 

A* A force of 1 or possibly 2 divisions in the assault, together with 2 
or 3 divisions in the build-up, administratively largely self-support¬ 
ing. 

B. A force of 3 divisions in the assault and immediate follow-up and 1 
or possibly 2 divisions in the build-up, relying, to a considerable 
degree, on American administrative assistance* 

C. A force of up to 5 divisions in the build-up administratively largely 
self-supporting. 

British prefer a course which allows them to take a part in the 
assault* Simultaneously with CORONET the British would maintain pressure 
from BURMA toward SIAM and additionally might conduct amphibious operation: 
against SIAM, JAVA, SUMATRA or HONGKONG. Request for use at the coming 
conference your initial comments by 9 July on this proposal, follcwed by 
any more detailed comments you wish to make* It is evident that the use 
of these British Divisions should replace U* S* Divisions to the same 
number. Such a course would meet with wide public approval from the 
viewpoint of lessening the requirements of U* S* soldiers, axpeci all y 
on the part of the articulate who assail British and ATFDCK administration 
for non-participation of allies in conquest of JAPAN, etc* Request 
your views include comment an command and control arrangements * 

Now begins answer to preceding War message. C 24215 from CINCAFPAG 
"From GHQ SWPA sgd MacArthur to WARCOS for MARSHALL cite C 24215. Msg 
is TOP SECRET. The scope of the British proposal for participation in 
CORONET, replying your W 28274, presents problems not heretofore encount¬ 
ered when the CANADIAN and FRENCH contingents were considered. These 
problems must be viewed in their proper prospective as they relate to the 
specific operation in contemplation unless complexity, particularly as 
applies to Logistics, and lack of homogeneity of forces destroy combat 
effectiveness or require a delay in target date. This operation, at 
present visualized as being launched across beaches on the 2 sides of 
1ANCEW00D BAY, is confined to narrcwr limits. There will be no oppor¬ 
tunity to assign separate sectors of responsibility along national lines. 
The assault is to be made into heavily defended areas and calls for the 
closest coordination of air, naval and ground forces, and within the 
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19 0041 JOINT CHTKFfi OF STAFF TO CINCPOA (Continued) 


ground forces themselves. Acceptance of the British in the assault with 
the differences in organization, composition, equipment, training procedure 
and doctrines will complicate command, operations and logistic support* 
Redeployment geared to the support of HOMOGENEOUS forces and now well 
advanced, would have to undergo a large scale readjustment, particularly 
taking into consideration a parallel line of British logistic channels, 
including separate bases, storage, issuance and maintenance facilities, 
and personnel therefore. The changes in redeployment alone will have 
world wide effect and is apt to cause confusion. British forces particip¬ 
ating in operations against SINGAPORE in November could not be prepared 
for the assault phase in CORONET. It is considered doubtful that these 
forces co uld participate even in the follow—up* Certainly, to utilize 
considerable numbers of troops without adequate opportunity on the part 
of higher commanders of this area to exercise command functions prior to 
their use would be a most dangerous expedient. Moreover, it would be 
entirely unsatisfactory to have the availability of troops scheduled 
for CORONET dependent in any way upon their release from another cam¬ 
paign. Availability of these troops as well as all others committed 
must be certain for a fixed date. Bearing the above in mind, it is 
considered that any solution in the use of British troops must discour¬ 
age their employment in the assault and the establishment for them of 
a seoarate logistical chain. Considered solely from the standpoint of 
public approval, the following general plan is suggested as being one 
which will obviate the full impact of the objectionable features indi¬ 
cated above. This plan takes into consideration previous communications 
relating to the use of Australian forces as well as Canadian forces. 

A. Limit British fiapire participation to 1 corps of 3 divisions; 1 
British, 1 Canadian, and 1 Australian. 

B. Re-equip British division and corps troops and Australian division 
with American equipment, logistic support to be provided by the United 
States on the same scale as provided for our troops. 


C. The Australian division to be either the 7th or 9th Division, now 
concentrated in the BORNEO—MOROTAI area. 


D. Require British division and corps troops to be concentrated by 1st 
December in the BOHNEO-MOROTAI area or as an alternate, in the United 
States, if these units can be equipped there. 


E. Amphibiously train 1 British division and 1 Canadian division prior 
to arrival in concentration area. The Australian division is already 
amphibiously trained. 

F. Lift this corps on assault shipping to be provided by the British 
to arrive in the objective area about Y plus 10. It will there e 


3493 




NIMITZ ONLY 

JULY (GCT) 


19 OOA1 



20 1407 

o 


21 081U 


21 1415 




JOINT CHEFS OF STAFF to CINCFOA (continued) 

used as the AFPAC Assault Reserve Afloat. Canadian division to be 
lifted directly from the United States, Australian division from the 
B0RNE0-M0R0TAI area, and British division and corps troops from either 
area depending on where it is concentrated. 

G. Fight this corps as an integral corps within a United States array. 
Reserve the privilege to utilize divions separately within American 
corps if the exigencies of the situation so demand. I doubt the 
advisability of employing troops of native origin in this complex 
operation where homogeneity of language within the corps is required. 
Likewise, there is a question of the advisability of utilizing troops 
of tropical origin in a temperate zone without an extended period of 
acclimatization. Hence, the acceptance of Indian troops is not concurred 
in. The British division should be Anglo-Saxon. The foregoing comments 
are equally applicable to Allied Air components, aggravated by the dif¬ 
ficulties of integrating relatively small air forces in tactical opera¬ 
tions under the restrictions imposed by a comparatively limited air 
deployment potential. There are ample American air forces in or pro¬ 
jected for this area to support all troops in CORONET operations. 
Therefore, I recommend that the offer of the British tactical squadrons 
be declined and acceptance of the proposed increase in British very 
long range squadrons be delayed until the availability of more airfields 

in the Pacific, including components from the various forces, may cause 
a demand for the establishment of an overall command under CCS control 
similar to that employed in EUROPE. 

CINCPAC ADVANCE HQ to COMINCH 

Confirmation is requested of my understanding that JCS 181409 vests 
in CINCAFPAC responsibility for Military Government in the RYUKYUS. 

CINCFOA ADV HQ to COMGEN USASTAF . 

To clarify logistic planning request you obtain definition of 
"External logistical support" ana "Internal logistical support" as 
used in JCS despatch 110101 WARX 29978 paragraph 4. 

JOINT CHIEFS OF STAFF to MAC ARTHUR. NIMITZ. ’.VEDEMEYER. AGWAR.info NAVY 

VICTORY I 69 BG 248 for your information the combined chiefs of 
staff on 20 July approved the following directive to tne Supreme Allied 
Commander, Southeast Asia with the understanding that the British Chiefs 
of Staff would take steps to obtain the agreement of the DUTCH, NEW 
ZEALAND, and AUSTRALIAN governments to the proposed reallocation of 
areas and command setup in Southeast ASIA and Southwest Pacific. 

Directive begins. 

Para 1. Your primary task is the opening of the STRAITS OF MALACCA 
at the earliest possible moment. It is also intended that British • 
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JOINT CHIEFS OF .STAFF to MCARTHUR. NIMITZ. WEDMEYER. AGWAR info NAVY . 

Commonwealth Land Forces should take part in the main operations against 
JAPAN which have been agreed as the Supreme operations in the war; and 
that operations should continue in the outer zone to the extent that 
forces and resources permit. 

BOUNDRJES OF COMMAND 

Para 2. The Eastern boundary of your command will be extended to 
include BORNEO, JAVA and the CELEBES. 

Para. Full details of this extension are contained in the appendix. 

Para 3. Further information will be sent to you regarding INDO-CHINA. 

Para 4. It is desirable that you assume command of the additional 
areas as soon as practicable after the 15th August, 1945* You will 
report to the Combined Chiefs of Staff the date on which you expect to 
be in a position to undertake this additional responsibility. 

Para 5• From that date, such DOMINION and DUTCH FORCES as may be 
operating in your new area will come under your command. They will, 
however, continue to be based on AUSTRALIA. 

Para 6. The area to the east of your new boundary will be an 
AUSTRALIAN COMMAND under the British Chiefs of Staff. 

BRITISH PARTICIPATION IN MAIN OPERATIONS AGAINST JAPAN 

Para 7. It has been agreed in principle that a British Commonwealth 
tqnri force of from 3 to 5 divisions and, if possible, a small tactical 
air force should take part in the main operations against JAPAN in the 
spring of 1946. Units of the EAST INDIES FLEET may also take part. 
Certain important factors relating to this are still under examination. 

Para 8. You will be required to provide a proportion of this force 
together with the assault lift for 2 divisions. The exact composition 
of this force and its role and the mounting and supporting arrangements 
will be discussed between Admiral Nimitz, General MacArthur and the 
British force commanders, and will receive final approval by the Com¬ 
bined Chiefs of Staff. 

Para 9. The requirements for the force taking part in the main 
operations against JAPAN must have priority over all the other tasks 
indicated belcw. 

OPERATIONS IN THE OUTER ZONE 

Para 10. Subject to the fulfillment of the higher priority 
committments given above, you will, within the limits of available 
resources, carry out operations assigned to: 

SubPara A. complete the liberation of MALUIS. 

SubPara B. Maintain pressure on the Japanese across the BURMA- 
SIAM frontier. 

SubPara C. Capture the key areas of SIAM. 

SubPara D. Establish bridgeheads in JAVA and/or SUMATRA to 
enable the subsequent clearance of these areas to be undertaken in 

due course. . .. _ . . . 

Para 11. You will submit a programme of operations to the Combined 
Chiefs of Staff as soon as you sire in a position to do so. 

DEVELOPMENT OF BASES 

Para 12. You will develop SINGAPORE and such other bases as you 
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JOINT CHIEFS OF STAFF to LUG ARTHUR. NIMITZ. WEDEMEYER. AS7AR info NAVY . 

may require to the extent necessary for operations against the Japanese. 
Directive ends. Appendix Begins. 

EASTERN BOUNDARY UF COMMAND 

Para. Beginning on the coast of INDO-CHINA at 15 degrees north; 
thence through the BALABAC STRAIT along the 193 9 boundary line 
between the PHILIPPINES and BORNEO to latitude 05 degrees north, thence 
eastward to 05-00 north - 12&-00 east, thence southwestward to 02-00 south 
123-00 east; thence southeastward to 08-00 south - 125-00 east; thence 
southwestward to 18-00 south - 110-00 east end of directive and appendix. 



TOP SECRET 
NIMITZ ONLY 

JULY fGCT)~ 


211820 



COMINCH & CNO to CINCPAC/CINCPOA BOTH HQ. info CO?INCH AND CNO ADMIN . 

Understanding contained in your 201407 is confirmed. 


25 0830 CINCAFPAC to COMANF info COMINCH. CINCPAC ADVANCE HQ . 

Eyes only for Kinkaid, King and Nimitz. CX 28196 authority granted 
your 240810 to intercept, board and inspect for violations of existing 
conventions and to bring into port if violations are discovered Hospital 
Ship TACHIBANA MAKU. 

25 0906 CINCPAC ADVANCE HQ to CINCPAC PEARL HQ . 



Nimitz to Towers only. Obtain from COMAIRPAC and send to me in 
this system his nomination 6 escort carriers with 2 Fla g Officers to 
concentrate in MARSHALLS in near future for use in KEELBLOCKS 4 if 
required. Also warn COMSERVPAC to be continually prepared on short 
notice nominate SERVPAC units listed page 6 ray serial 0005067 of 26 
May. Utmost secrecy directed. 
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J 26 1946 JOINT CHIEFS OF STAFF to MACARTHUR. NIMITZ info SPAATZ. AGWAR. NAVY DEPT . 

BG 412 V 357 

Coordination of plans for the procedure to be followed in the event 
of Japanese goverftental surrender is now a pressing necessity. Early 
information is desired regarding the conference reported to be in progress 
at GUAM on this subject. 

Para. It appears to the JOINT CHIEFS OF STAFF that in such event 
immediate naval occupation of critical parts of JAPAN is desirable to 
include in each case, if practical, an operational airfield to facilitate 
communication and permit airborne troop landings. 

Para. It also appears to JOINT CHIEFS OF STAFF that it would be 
highly desirable for similar procedure to be followed on the ASiAxjlu 
MAINLAND in following order or priority: SHANGHAI, FUSAN IN KOREA, 

CHEFOO, and CHINGWANGTAO on the MANCHURIAN BORDER. Also that preliminary 
landings on ASIATIC continent might best be carried out by Marines. A 
at TAKU to permit the blocking of the critical communication 
points of PEIKING-TSINTSIEN would be more desirable that at CHINGWANGTAO 
but probably is impractical from the viewpoint of Naval Craft. The 
Joint Chiefs of Staff do not desire to become involved in the campaign in 
CHINA on the mainland other than by air, but it is considered highly 
desirable to seize the ports in order better to facilitate the reoccupation 
of the country by CHINESE Forces. The occupation of the north tip of 
FORMOSA would be a great aid to air operation and corranunication to JAPAN 
and CHINA. 

Para. There appears to be a necessity for an early decision as to 
the movement of divisions of the 1st Army now in the United States, 
particularly as concerns complication regarding their equipment now 
enroute to PHILIPPINES. It might be desirableto route some of these 
divisions directly to JAPAN as follow up units, thus avoiding the ship¬ 
ment of divisions from the PHILIPPINES for the same purpose. 

Para. The formal surrender or enforced submission of the Japanese 
government will be received jointly by General MacArthur and Admiral 
Nimitz or their designated representatives. In order that there may 
be a continuity of policy of procedure in de alin g with Japanese Imperial 
Headquarters or its ministries, representatives of CINCAFPAC and CINCPAC 
will jointly perform this function until CINCAFPAC has actually landed 
in JAPAN and personally assumed this responsibility. The foregoing 
provisions will not be allowed to interfere with conduct of local 
surrenders by naval or other U. S. Commanders concerned. 
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28 0102 CINCPAC ADVANCE to CC1.IAIRPAC, CQM5ERVPAC info C INC PC'A PEARL HO . 

NBBTZ TO MONTGOMERY AND SMITH ONLY INFO HOOVER ONLY . 

Plans for procedure to be followed in case of Japanese surrender 
are under development. It is anticipated that requirements would include 
1 streamlined ACORN and 1 streamlined (210PAC for emergency ust at 
YOKUSUKA air and seaplane base and 3 other ACORNS and GROPACS to follow 
promptly for other areas. Survey situation and advise units most 
readily available. ISy present inclination is to direct COM MARIANAS 
be ready to produce a streamlined ACORN by stripping local facilities. 
Comment• 

28 0107 CINCFOA ADVANCE to CQMNORPAC info COMINCH . 

NBIITZ TO FLETCHER ONLY. INFO KING . 

In order to be ready to execute KKM .BLOCKS 4 on short notice am 
sending you PENSACOLA, SALT LAKE CITY and CHESTER and 2 f ; ; Jnore Destroyers 
and am preparing Task Force 49 with 6 CVE and 9 DD ready to move on short 
notice from ENIWETOK. 2 Heavy landplane search squadrons have been sent 
you. 

Para. Use forces available to extend and exercise your control of 
the eastern portion of the SEA OF OKHOTSK. 

Para. Request from me info COMSERVPAC such augmentations in 
auxiliary vessels as you must have to service your combat units as they 
are increased. 


27 1318 CINCPAC ADVANCE to CINCAFPAC info C0M7THFLEET. COMINCH . 

My 270920. If agreeable to you will send Rear Admiral Sherman 
accompained by JJrig Gen Mandell, Brig Gen Goss, Capt Espe, Col liable 
and Lieut Comdr Grant to arrive MANILA afternoon 29 July to coordinate 
occupation plans. 

New Subject. Conference with C0MGEN CHINA ny 140304 will take 
place 4 August and presence of representative from your headquarters 
would be welcome. 

; 27 0920 CINCPAC ADVANCE to COMINCH info CINCAFPAC. COMGSN USASTAF. 



NBIITZ TO KING. INFO MAC ARTHUR AND SPAATZ . 

The following information is furnished to gpform you of the status 
of planning in reply to 2nd sentence of JCS 261446 (V 357)• 

Para. During the visit of CINCAFPAC representatives to CINCPAC*S 
Advance Headquarters 21-23 July which was concerned primarily with making 
detailed arrangements for compliance with the JCS directive V 73 of 18 
July concerning the RYUKYUS copies of CINCAFPAC*s plan BLACKLIST were 
received and since that time CINCPAC'S tentative plan CAMPUS has been 
revised to accord with BLACKLIST insofar as the occupation of JAPAN 
by Army Forces is concerned. CAMPUS contemplates naval and amphibious 
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27 0920 CIMCPAC ADVANCE to COMINCH info CINCAFPAC. COMGEN USASTAF ♦ 


NTMTTZ TO KING. INFO MACARTHUR AND SPAATZ (Cont'd) 

operations in 3 phases. Phase A. Emergency naval occupation of TOKYO BAY. 
Phase B. Complete deployment of naval occupation forces, 
phase C. Amphibious operations connected with the occupation of 
JAPAN by U. S. Army Forces. 

Para. Copies of the CAMPUS draft as revised will be taken to 
MANILA for conference with representatives of CINCAFPAC on 29 July. 

Propose draft separate plan for occupation critical points CHINA COAST 
(using Fleet Marine Force) in conference with COMGEN CHINA who will 
arrive GUAM 4 August under present arrangements and with CINCAFPAC 
representatives. 

COMNORPAC to CINCPAC ADVANCE HQ info COUSERVPAC . 

31 0112 Reur 280107 request 1 AD be made available this command upon arrival 
CRUDIV 5 and escorting DD 1 s. With arrival TF 49 request following 
additional auxiliaries 1 AO, 2 YO, 2 YOG, 1 ATF, 1 YG, 4 LCM and 1 
refrigerated cargo ship in addition to the 1 presently supplying all 
armed forces in the ALEUTIANS. 


30 1306 CINCPAC ADVANCE HO to C0M7THFIEET . 









MCMORRIS TO SHERMAN ONLY . 

Do not concur that landing of Marines or occupying airfields must 
be deferred until troops land in strength. No commitment of that nature 
is to be made as such action is likely to be necessary in order to 
exercise essential control. The naval officer on the spotmust be free 
to act expeditiously to cope with any existing situation. Trust your 
skill and judgement to avoid this question becoming an issue in 
current discussions. 

Para. 2nd paragraph your 300237 not entirely clear. It is interpreted 
to mean that landing operations by naval forces will be contingent upon 
the situation which exists when naval forces arrive in Japanese ports 
and developments which immediately follow with the time of any such 
landing if made to be determined by events as they unfold. If this 
interpretation is correct then concur otherwise need amplification. 

Para. In view prospective requirements for marines elsewhere it 
appears here that no more should be committed in JAPAN proper than is 
essential for early stages of occupation. Some will doubtless be 
required initially. You are authorized to make up to 3 divisions, 
available for early and rapid movement into JAPAN if your discussions 

there indicate advisability of so doing. 

Para. Having in mind that JCS may issue subsequent directives 
giving CINCPAC a free hand until CINCAFPAC arrives in JAPAN with his 
forces any agreements or understanding you make should.carry a.proviso 
for revision of any part that might prove to be inconsistent with any 
later directive issued by JCS. 
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NIMITZ ONLY 

JULY (GOT) ~ 

28 1948 COMAIRPAC to CINCPAC ADV Info CINCPAC PEARL HQ. 



MONTGOMERY TO NIMITZ INFO HOOVER . 

Concur that streamlined ACORM be produced from units currently 
in Marianas. Your 230102. Additionally are ACORNS 53, 55 and 57 
all West Coast. Last scheduled for RATSBANE other 2 presently un¬ 
assigned. 

28 1239 CINCPOA ADVANCE HQ to CINCAFPAC info COMNCH . 




NIMITZ TO MCARTHUR . 

Your 280459. I consider that JCS 142307 June (WARX 17064) together 
vdth JCS 261946 (BG V 357) constitute a directive requiring prompt 
compliance on my part and accordingly will send Rear Admiral Sherman 
and party to MANILA tomorrow as planned the coordination of occupation 
plans is the principal purpose of their visit at this time. They will 
have incidental conferences vdth C0M7THFLT and COMPHIBSPAC concerning 
naval matters euid those required can remain for conference with your 
staff and USASTAF representatives concerning OLYMPIC air coordination. 

Para. My 140304 gives the purpose of the conference with COMGEN 
U.S. Forces CHINA at GUAM on 4 August. However advantge will be taken 
of that meeting to improve coordination and understanding on various 
matters now pending including the FORT BAYARD project and possible 
occupation measures along the CHINA COAST. Your representative will 
be welcome at that time as always. 

28 0721 

CINCPAC ADVANCE HQ to COMIMCH info BUPERS . 



o 


NIMITZ TO EDWARDS info JACOBS . 

In view of JCS 271000 (Victory 371) request immediate assignment 
to my headquarters of an officer qualified to be ny liaison officer 
with Commander Soviet Pacific Fleet. Captain Frank P. Thomas believed 
to be well qualified and is requested if available. If not available 
request names of others available. 

01 0931 CINCPAC ADVANCE HC to CQM7THFLSET . 

FOR REAR AD?URAL SHERMAN EYES ONLY . 

Immediate delivery desired. Various articles in press and other 
pronouncements are critical of existing command arrangements in 
Pacific. CINCPAC desires that if possible agreement be reached re-, 
garding command exchange of information spheres of operation intelligence 
etc of air forces of CINCAFPAC, CINCPOA and C0MSTRAT2GIC AIR FORCES In 
order to secure close coordination and effectiveness. Believe SPAATZ 
entertains much same concept as ourselves. If not already done make 
every effort to secure an understanding for maximum effective air effort 
against Japanese by coordinated action. Such a goal is not incompatible 
with retention of independence of action by respective commands. 

Para. Your 010545 just received. If you think advisable delay 
departing to act on this message. 
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METZ ONLY 

AUGUST (GCT) 

30 0237 COI.7THFLT to CPJCPOA ADVANCE HO (Cont'd) 

JAPAN because it appears impossible for Army to move sufficient 
divisions rapidly without some marines. 

Para. The foregoing concessions will permit reaching an agreement 
unless unforeseen demands are made. His plans are being made and ours 
will be expanded to cover KOREA and CHINA insofar as troop allocations 
are concerned. 

28 2113 COMSERVPAC to CH'ICPAC/POA BOTH HQ. CCTIAIRPAC . 

SMITH TO NBtlTZ INFORMATION HOOVER AND MONTGOMERY ONLY . 

Your 280102 GROPAC 13 immediately available at PEARL for streamlined 
GROPAC provided it not be used in FOET BAYARD or OKINAWA as previously 
suggested. For 3 other GROPACS recommend (A) slowdown and curtailment 
OKINAWA base development thus permitting CNOB to form 3 suitable GROPACS 
from personnel under his command and equipment drawn in construction 
materials pool shipments see entry 119 of my serial 001402 of 19 Dec 
1944 . (b) 1st alternate form 2 GROPACS from OKINAWA as outlined in 
(A) and a simile unit from MARIANAS. (C) 2nd alternate form 3 GROPACS 
from units assembling on West Coast for OLYMPIC. If emergency action, 
be taken on (C) under personal direction of service force representatives 
consider that suitable units could be ready for sailing in 30 days. 

28 0459 CINCAFPAC to CINCPAC ADVANCE HQ . 

c 28946. , ^ u T . . . 

Will be glad to welcome Admiral Sherman and his partywho I understand 

will be prepared to discuss matters pertaining to air coordination for 
OLYMPIC your 271318. Our respective views on occupation are so divergent 
that I believe it would be difficult to coordinate them prior to the 
receipt of some directive from the JCS. Ue will of course be glad 
nevertheless to discuss the matter with Sherman when he comes. 

Para. Rerardinfe the WEDEMEYER conference, it was our understanding 
that it had as its purpose the coordination of the FORT BAYARD project. 
Insofar as this headquarters is concerned it would not be deemed 
advisable to attempt to expand it into a discussion of plans for 
operational occupation of the CHINA.COAST until a definite directive 
has been received from the Joint Chiefs of Staff. 


3501 





















(J 


NBtrrZ ONLY 
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01 0545 C0H7THFLT to CPICPAC ADVANCE HQ . 

SHERMAN TO MCi.lORRIS . 

Completed air coordination conference and expect return GUAM 
tomorrow 2 August. 

Para. Plans for occupation coordinated satisfactorily insofar as 
troop movements are concerned. Early naval occupation of "Japanese 
Waters" accepted by CINCAFPAC but any landing whatsoever by naval or 
marine elements prior to CINCAFPACS personal landing is emphatically 
unacceptable to him. Accordingly I have left that feature as one on 
which agreement could not be reached and in which Joint Action is 
not essential and concentrated on other features which because of 
their nature do require coordination. There will be no written record 
of our planning conference other than the plans themselves which will 
be adequately correlated except for landing force operations prior 
to the arrival of Array troops in strength. 

^31 0024 C0M7THFLT to CINCPAC ADVANCE HQ . 

EYES ONLY. SHERMAN TO HCMORHIS ONLY . 

Conference and revision of both BLACKLIST and CAMPUS proceeding 
satisfactorily although considerable insistence still required on my 
part. CINCAFPACS headquarters is hoping for a directive along OLYMPIC 
lines or which will give CINCAFPAC overall command for the occupation. 

Para. Have deleted provisions for early landings and inserted 
provision for a CINCAFPAC representative to go to Halsey's Flagship 
and thereafter Halsey and the CINCAFPAC representative would funtion 
as the Quote Joint Representatives Unquote mentioned in last paragraph 
of JCS message. 

Para. It now appears that CINCAFPAC will occupy the KOBE OSAKA 
KYOTA AREA instead* of the KURE area so the 5th Fleet will be initially 
at KOBE. The 5th PhibCorps is planned to occupy the KOBE-OSAKK AREA 
initially. The 3rd PhibCorps is reserved for the CHINA COAST which I 
now believe will not be covered in CINCAFPACS plan as it is WEDEMEYERS 
area. 

Para. Have promised to make TULSA available for purpose of guarding 
navy circuits and supplying CINCAFPAC with intercept traffic after 
landing. They will not ask for the 3rd LST. 

30 0237 CQM7THFLT to CINC FDA ADVANCE HQ. 

SHERMAN TO HCMORRIS ONLY . 

Cordially received. Had long and very amicable conference with 
General MacArthur. He accedes to naval features and to naval and air 
show of force as soon as fighting stops. He considers it unwise to 
risk landing any marines or seizing airfields until troops arrive in 
strength. He had the JCS message but did not consider it a directive 
and has asked for one. 

Para. Unless I receive other instructions I will adjust plans to 
make all early landings contingent operations with timing to be deter¬ 
mined later and will if requested make 3 MarDivs available to army for 
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ND.UTZ ONLY 

AUGUST (GGT) 

03 0209 CDICPAC ADVANCE to CCUDICH . 

NTMTTZ TO KING ONLY . 

Your 312010. My -understanding is that Shermans relief should have 
about 2 months overlap and that he would be available in August and 
preferably early August. It is my desire that Sherman remain with me 
until all plans and preparations far OLYMPIC are completed but not 
necessarily until after execution OLYMPIC which might drag indefinitely. 
L5y 260811 was based on assumption that Schoeffel would be available in 
August. 

03 0212 CDICPAC ADVANCE to COUBICH . 

HDDTZ TO KDJG ONLY . 

Cities of KYOTO HIROSHIMA KOKURA and NIIGATA were reserved for 
special attack with which you are familiar. SecV/ar directed substitu¬ 
tion NAGASAKI for KYOTO. Understand reason being that latter is an 
important cultural center that he did not wish destroyed. Request I 
be informed if KYOTO is to remain immune from normal bombing attacks. 
Assume also that JCS are familiar with fact that POT camp is at 
NAGASAKI. 

03 0911 CDICPAC ADVANCE to COMBICH . ^ 

NTMTTZ TO KDIG . 

Sherman returned from MANILA and reports that BLACKLIST and CAMRJS 
have both been revised and are mut u ally acceptable except for the 
question of landings by naval or marine personnel before CBJCAFPAC lands 
in person. The language of CAMPUS in this regard was drafted as follows 
"At each principal anchorage, an operational airfield will if practicable 
be occupied to facilitate communications and airborne troop landings, 
and for subsequent development for naval purposes. The timing of this 
occupation will be such as to support the landing of troops in strength, 
but may be adjusted by the local naval commander as necessary to meet 
the requirements of the situation-as it may develop after the arrival of 
naval forces in Japanese ports. 

Para. Key positions on shore in the vicinity of the principal 
anchorages may be occupied if such action becomes necessary to ensure 
the safety of naval forces". 

Para. Since this particular language was not accepted by CINCAFPAG 
it was noted on the margin of copies furnished him that "it is subject 
to later revision as directed by CDICPAC". 

Para. The sequence of ground occupations as now contemplated by 
BLACKLIST and CAMPUS in the 1st Phase is as follows KAHTO PLAIN. SASEBO- 
NAGASAKI . OSAKE-KOBE-KYOTO. KEUO AOMORI-OUBIATO. The 5th PhibCorps 
is planned to be used in the 0SAKA-K0BE-KY0T0 area and the 3rd PhibCorps 
is left available for use on the CHDIA C0A.ST. 

Para. .An offer to place a command ship (AGC) at the disposal of 
CDTCAFPAC was accepted. .An offer to accommodate in Halseys flagship 
the representative contemplated by last paragraph of JCS 261946 V 357 
was not accepted on the grounds that CINCAFPAC would have no represen¬ 
tative before he arrived in person. 
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03 0911 CINCPAC ADVANCE TO COCTKCH (CONT'D) 

Para. Am informed that all discussions were carried on in a most 
amicable manner and that General MacArthur received my representative 
most cordially. 

Para. Agreements concerning coordination of all air forces from 
now until after OLYMPIC were quickly reached to the satisfaction of 
al 1 concerned in conference between SPAATZ, KENNEY, CHAMBERLIN, 

SHERI/IAN and PRIDE. 

Para. I see no better time than the near future for a visit to the 
Western Pacific by you and Marshall and hope that you will come 
prepared to make decisions of the Joint Chiefs of Staff. 


03 1332 CINCPAC ADVANCE to C0M3RDFLSST . 

NIMITZ TO HALSEY ONLY . 

It is imperative that there be no interference with operations of 
509th Bomb Group. Although their objective has been indicated it may 
be changed. It is accordingly directed that you send no planes over 
KYUSHU or western HONSHU until specifically authorized by me. It is 
ny intention to give you freedom of action as soon as the spedial 
mission has been completed. At this time it appears probable that 
task will be completed on the 5th and that you can strike as you 
currently plan on the 6th. Will keep you informed. 

Para. After your next attack desire your fleet return to port in 
order that it may be ready to renew operations in late August. 
Acknowledge. 

04 0827 C0M3RDFLEET to CINCPAC ADVANCE HQ . 

HALSEY TO NIMITZ 

As soon as possible after arrival in PRDY would very much like 
to visit you with about 4 of my staff. If agreeable to you please 
designate convenient date arrange air transportation and advise. 

New Subject. Intend shift ray flag to New Jersey ENKVETOK 
leaving Missouri in all respects reacty" to receive CINCPAC. 

04 0753 CINCPAC ADVANCE HQ TO C0H5THFLEET. COMPHIBSPAC . 

NIMITZ TO SPRUANCE AND TURNER ONLY . 

As yet no agreements have been made in connection with the 
coverage of OLYMPIC by press representatives. Until arrangements 
have been made between CINCAFPAC and CINCPAC as to the degree to 
which Pacific Fleet correspondents may cover operations on shore 
make no firm commitments connection reception AFPAC correspondents 
in ships of the fleet. Requests for such commitments should be 
referred to CINCPAC for coordination. 


^ . 
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NIMTZ ONLY 

AUGUST (GOT ) 

04 0612 COMGSNUSASTAF to CBICFOA. CINCAFPAC . 

^ EYES ONLY NIMITZ AND MAC ARTHUR . 

Operational intention is to strike primary HIROSHIMA at 060945/K 
(-10) or secondary KOKURA at 061010/K or tertiary NAGASAKI at 06l030/K. 
A firm decision confirming the times listed above will leave this 
headquarters by 051430/K. It is mandatory that no friendly aircraft 
enter a 50 mile area around the 3 targets scheduled for attack between 
the hours 060545/K and 061700/K if firm decision confirms the above 
target times 

04 2253 CINCPAC ADVANCE HQ to CQM3RDFLBET . 



NIMITZ TO HALSEY , 

Your 040805 may further complicate an already complicated situation 
with respect to command and coordination of air forces in the Pacific 
Theater. In the minds of many Army Air Commanders there begins to arise 
questions as to which forces are "Primary" and which are "Supporting". 
Accordingly I must request that your suggestions as to overall 
coordination of FEAF, USASTAF and Fleet Aircraft be made to me only. 
Definite agreements have been made as to principles and are being 
mailed to you which cover this matter from now through OLYMPIC. 


06 1630 





COMINCH .AND CNO to CINCPAC ADVANCE . 

Pursuant to agreement with Soviets. 4th Question Victory 351 refers. 
Lock up. Joint Chiefs of Staff will propose establishment Army and 
Army Air operational liaison group at KHABAROVSK headed by General 
officer to which will be attached only 1 Cpatin and about 2 enlisted 
from Navy, and establishment at VLADIVOSTOK of naval operational 
liaison group headed by Flag Officer to include 3 officers and 3 enli¬ 
sted from .Army Air Forces. Estimate here that total personnel 
VLADIVOSTOK group will entail 20 officers 45 enlisted to handle liaison, 
convoy and routing, and necessary communications which would include 
ADAK FOX, ADAK-VLADIVOSTOK, ship to shore, and VLADIVOSTOK-GUAM via 
KHABAROESK weather central. Envisaged that operational communications 
with PETROPAVLOVSK would be to station ship as no shore facilties other 
than weather central contemplated there. Your comment on this arrange¬ 
ment with particular reference to number of personnel VLADIVOSTOK is 
requested as a matter of urgency. In this connection note that 
reciprocal Soviet liaison group of similar composition at GUAM may 
be expected. Similar information has been provided MacArthur and 
Spaatz by Army in YJARX 44735- 
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NE.IITZ ONLY 

AUGUST (GCT) 

°4 1831 ARNOLD to SPAATZ info CINOPAG. CIMCAFPAC . 

WARX 44014. 

Further to WARX 29978 dated 10 July which states your overall 
mission priority of objectives is as follows: 

Para. 1. Mission. 

SubPara A. Your overall mission is as stated in JCS 742/12. 

In carrying out the progressive destruction and dislocation of 
JAPAN’S military, industrial and economic systems, your priority 
of objectives is as follows: 

Para. 2. Objectives. 

‘ SubPara A. Primary objectives (in order). 

SubPara 1. Initiate and carry out attacks upon suitable 
Japanese railway targets of special importance to economic traffic. 

SubPara 2. Continue thfe present program against aircraft 
production. 

SubPara 3. Conduct concentrated attacks against major ammuni¬ 
tion storage areas. 

SubPara 4. Complete the present program against industrial 
concentrations and stores located in urban areas. 

SubPara B. Secondaiy objectives. 

SubPara 1. Attack selected arsenals producing heavy ordnance. 

* SubPara 2. Direct available surplus effort against secondary 

aircraft targets and against nitrogen production and oil storage 
as auxiliary to invasion and preparatory to post invasion operations 

SubPara C. Other objectives. 

SubPara 1. lining operations. To continue present mining 
operations that cannot be performed by FSAF or Navy in order to 
maintain the blockade of Japanese Home Islands. 

SubPara 2. Photography. Contine the program of photographing 
for operational purposes and complete the present program of 
photographing JAPAN and approaches thereto as directed by the 
Joint Chiefs of Staff. 

31 2014 C0M3RDFLT to CINCPAC ADVANCE 
HALSEY TO NIHITZ . 

Pending receipt of directive from you I have formulated OpPlan for 
preliminary steps phase 1 salient features being. A. Arrangements for 
delivery of your terns. B. Receive local surrender on board MISSOURI 
and dictate local terns. C. Com3RdFlt in MISSOURI with suitable screen 
proceed initial anchorage SAGAI.H WAN. D. Fleet at sea in striking 
position. E. RAdm Badger local Tast Commander with headquarters 
YOKOSUKA and staff and necessary subordinate Task Commanders supplied 
to Com3RdFlt. F. Initially occupy only YOKOSUKA including airfield and 
seaplane base and locally initiate following measures. 1. Minesweeping. 
2. Evacuation eneny armed forces from YOKOSUKA PENINSULA except key 
hostages and certain service personnel. 3. Spiking or covering continuou 
enemy installations. 4. Harbor patrol. 5. Local security. 6 Minimum 
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HIMITZ ONLY 

AUGUST (GCT) 

31 2014 C0M3RDFLT to CPICPAC ADVANCE (Cont'd) 





essential civil administration. 7. Sanitation. 8. Receiving Ship 
facilities and hospital ships. 9- Communications. 10. Other local 
practicable measures. G. Com3rdFleet will initiate the following: 

1. Instructions for withdrawal of enemy forces beyond a specified 
fixed line. 2. Freezing of all enemy forces in TOKYO AREA. 3. Delivery 
of specified shipping weapons, equipment and transportation. 4. Delivery 
and care of allied prisoners. 5. Security air patrol and other necessary 
surveillance measures. 6. General communication regulations and 
restrictions. 7. Preparations to receive CINCPAC including readiness 
of WISCONSIN. 8 . Preparations to receive ship borne or air borne occu¬ 
pation personnel and forces. 9. Logistic support of Badgers local 
occupation force. 

Para. Foregoing not complete but intended to indicate nature and 
extent of plans to utilize forces and facilities immediately available 
and pave the way for extension of control. 

Para. Plans will be prepared take similar measures at other desig¬ 
nated focal points east of arbitrarily assumed line 134 east assuming 
CTF 95 will act west of 134. 

Para. Plan will be airmailed to you when annexes are completed 
but no distribution will be made other than to Badger pending further 
instruction. Am preoared to send staff representative to GUAM. 

07 0832 CINCPAC ADV H i to COl.iNCH 

t 

TOP SECRET. NIMITZ TO KING . Your 061630. Is it intended to 
establish a direct radio circuit ADAK to VLADIVOSTOK or will relay 
through KHABAROVSK be satisfactory. See Annex 1 to Appendix C 
KESLBLOCKS 4. 

Para. I have succeeded in limiting the liaison officers exchanged 
with CINC British Pacific Fleet to the grade of captain. This has 
the advantage of avoiding large liaison staffs and permitting business 
to be transacted between liaison officers and appropriate staff offi¬ 
cers except where major policy is concerned. Strongly urge that 
liaison officers exchanged with Soviet CINC be captains also. If 
Soviets are permitted to send a flag officer British will undoubtedly 
demand to do likewise. Housing of senior officers and their staffs 
is an important factor. 

Para. Othervri.se concur in your O 6 I 63 O. 

“07 0554 CINCPAC ADV HQ to COMINCH 

TOP SECRET. NLiTZ TO KING ONLY . In a separate dispatch I am 
proposing to order Rear Admiral Buckmaster to command the South 
CHINA Naval Force as a task force commander. Before the F0HT BAYARD 
project became urgent I had planned to recommend eliminating the 
V/estem CAROLINES Sub-area as an echelon of command no longer neces¬ 
sary and such a recommendation will follow in a few days. 

Para. It appears probable that PORT BAYARD will be followed 
after OLYMPIC by CANTON and HONGKONG either by combat operations or 
as a result of Japanese collapse or local withdrawal. It is there¬ 
for timely to establish a flag officer in the area and have him 
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(continued) 

prepared to handle additional forces when necessary. 

Para. For the present prefer that he remain responsible to CINCPAC 
in order to avoid precedents in connection with relations with CHIANG 
KAI SHEIK. 

CINCPAC ADV to CCMCARDIV 4 

IIU.ITZ TC BOGAN ONLY . Have been informed that you will be ordered 
as Comdt MCB KAGOSHIMA reporting to me for that duty about 15 September 
after suitable leave. Commodore Kessing now comdg LICN 9 which will 
be 1 of major components your command. Comment on proposal that he 
serve as you deputy and chief of staff. 

Para. Desire you visit my headquarters prior going on leave. 

CINCPAC ADVANCE to C0M3RDFLEST info CRUNCH. COMNORPAC . 


NIMITZ TO HALSEY INFO KING AND FLETCHER . 

In order to indicate strong support of RUSSIAN attack desire you 
continue operations against enemy air forces and airdrome installations 
and targets of opportunity in northern HONSHU, HOKKAIDO and ETOROFU for 
at least 2 days after 10 August. 

CINC AFPAC to WARCOS passed by CCMINCH to CINCPAC ADV HQ (ADMIRAL NIMIT Z 

EIES ONLY) 

TOP SECRET. C 31897 EYE ONLY for GENERAL MARSHALL .from MAC ARTHUR . 

Reference WAR 45369 (071535Z). I am certain that the Jaoanese air• 
potential reported.to you as accumulating to counter our OLYMPIC operation 
is greatly exaggerated. We have recently seen the 3rd Fleet approach the 
northern and central shorelines of JAPAN close enough for gunfire bombard¬ 
ment and yet no reaction from the Japanese air has taken place. Our air 
forces are daily flying throughout JAPAN and provoke no reaction. The 
situation repeats that of the PHILIPPINE campaigns. Prior to the invasion 
of LUZON, reports were received of the concentration of air both on LUZON 
and on FORMOSA. An erroneous estimate of widely dispersed planes being 
held back for the eventuality of landings was repeatedly made. I further 
doubt the often repeated reports that large numbers of aircraft are still 
being manufactured in JAPAN. As to the movement of ground forces, the 
Japanese are reported as trying to concentrate inethe few areas in which 
landings can be effected from TOKYO southward, and it is possible that 
some strength may have been drawn from the areas of northern HONSHU. I 
do not credit, however, the heavy strengths reported to you in southern 
KYUSHU. The limited capacity of railroads and the continued shipping 
losses discourage belief that large forces can be concentrated or supported 
effectively in southern KYUSHU. Kenney's air forces are only now becoming 
effective from OKINAWA and it is anticipated that there will be a rapid 
buildup to an effective strength in early September of approximately 
2000 coxribat planes, and prior to OLYMPIC of approximately 3000 planes. 

These are in addition to the VDR and escorting fighters in the MARIANAS. 

It is anticipated that this great weight of air will quickly seek out 
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^ AU GUST (GCT) 

09 0443 (continued) 

and destroy in the southern Jaoanese islands all enemy air ootential and 
vail oractically immobilize ground forces in their present positions. 

The maintenance of such forces in southern KYUSHU cannot fail to become 
increasingly difficult and it is anticipated that they will be greatly 
weakened prior to OLYMPIC. 

Para. In my opinion, there should not be the slightest thought of 
changing the OLYMPIC operation. Its fundamental purpose is to obtain 
air bases under cover of which we can deploy our forces to the northward 
into the industrial heart of JAPAN. The plan is sound and will be 
successful. An attack directly into TOKYO or to the northward thereof 
would have to be made without the benefit of land based aviation other 
than VLH and for that reason alone would be fraught with greatest danger. 
I seriously doubt the advisability of a direct attack into TOKYO without 
the installation of heavy air forces closer than OKINAWA. Only a 
limited study has been made of the SENDAI and 0MINAT0 areas. Insofar 
as 0MINAT0 is concerned, weather alone would seem to indicate the 
impracticability f>or an attack during 1945 or early 1946, especially 
for the installation of air forces which would prepare the way into the 
industrial heart of JAPAN. SENDAI has somewhat greater potentialities 
although some difficulty in establishing satisfactory bases might be 
exoerienced. This area is very close to the TOKYO area and would be 
subjected to heavy infiltration of ground troops therefrom. Throughout 
the Southwest Pacific Area campaigns, as we have neared and operation 
intelligence has invariably pointed to greatly increased enemy forces. 
Without exception, this build-up has been found to be erroneous. In this 
particular case, the destruction that is going on in JAPAN would seem 
to indicate that it is very probable that the enemy is resorting to 
deception. 

07 1535 OPD WAR (MARSHALL) to MACARTHUR passed b OOMINCH to CINCPAC- ADV HQ 

TOP SECRET. FOR ADMIRAL NT'-ITZ EYES ONLY. MARSHALL TO MACARTHUR EYES 

OliLY. WAR 4526 ? ' ; r 

Intelligence reports on Jao dispositions which have been presented 
to me and which I understand have been sent to your staff are that the 
Japanese have undertaken a large buildup both of divisions and of air 
forces in KYUSHU and southern HONSHU. The air buildup is reported as 
including a large comoonent of suicide planes which the intelligence 
estimates here consider are readily available for employment only in 
the vicinity of their present bases. Concurrently ivith the reported 
reinforcement of KYUSHU, the Japanese are reported to have reduced forces 
north of the TOKYO PLAIN to a point where the defensive capabilities in 
northern HONSHU and HOKKAIDO appear to be extraordinarily weak viewed 
from the standpoint of the Japanese General Staff. The question has 
arisen in my mind as to whether the Jaoanese may not be including some 
deception in the sources from which our intelligence is being drawn. 

Para. In order to assitt in discussions likely to arise here on 
the meaning of reported disoositions on JAPAN proper and possible 
alternate objectives to OLYMPIC, such as TOKYO, SENDAI and 0MINAT0, I 
would aopreciate your personal estimate of the Japanese intentions and 
capabilities as related to your current directive and available 
resources. 
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09 2205 COMINCHANDCNO to CINCPAC ADV H' 


KING TO HPTTZ EYES ONLY . 

Desire your comments on WAR 45369 (071535) and MCARTHURS 31897 
(090443) passed to you EYES OMLY. . Send your reply info MACARTHUR. 


10 0731 



10 1135 


(ft 

01 1400 


o 









CINCAPMC to CINCILR ADV, CCNGEIl TEN info AFIZEDPAC. JCS . 

32204. 

Concur Richardson's 262220 concerning return of infected prisoners 
to RYUKYUS. Reference CEICPOA ADVANCE 280725 and CCHGSII TEN 0304342. 
Desire prisoners presently at OKINAWA remain there pending immediately 
forthcoming conference in RYUKYUS between representative of Chief Provost 
Marshall AFPAC and-COMGEN TEN. 

CONIITCH AID CNO to CINCPAC ADVANCE . 

KING TO NINITZ . 

This is a peace warning. TOKYO has indicated in ultra channels 
that JAPAN wishes to bring about peace immediately and that she will 
accept the Joint Declaration by leaders of U.S., Breat Britian and 
CHINA provided that the stipulations do not include a demand for alteratior 
of the authority of the emporer to rule the state. It is now probable 
that the Swedish or Swiss governments will soon transmit official 
messages to the Allies regarding Jap capitulation desires. Your 
movements and dispositions should be guided by this information pending 
further more definite word or instructions. 

CO?'INCH AMD CIIO to ALUSNA NOSCON - COMING?! PASSES TO CINCPAC ADV. COM- 

HORPAC . 

Pursuant to terminal agreements and conversations with Russians it is 
apparent that U.S. convoy of Soviet shipping from West Coast ports and of 
HULA 2 ships cannot be instituted after outbreak of hostilities until 
operational liaison groups as agreed to are set up and functioning. 
Apparent further that western terminus these convoys must be SAKHALIN 
GULF area until Soviets open LA PEROUSE or we open TSUSHIMA. In order 
plans here for institution convoy escorts may have film basis desire 
answers to following in light of foregoing stipulations. A. What is 
deadline beyond which sailings from west coast ports and COLD BAY should 
cease until escort can be effected. B. What is size and frequency of 
oonvoys desired by Soviets when sailings can be resumed. C. ".There is 
desired CHOP line where U.S. responsibility and control of convoys ceases 
and Soviet escort begins. In connection foregoing desire arrangement 
with Soviets whereby their submarines keep clear of convoys while under 
U.S. protection and whereby anchorage at PETRC'PAVLOVSK is available 
for U.S. escorts and necessary supporting fuel and repair ships 
therefor. Ends. 
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10 1357 


C0M3RDFLT to CINCPAC ADVANCE. 


xrs 




O 


HALSEY TO NIMITZ . 

Your 100313 acknowledged and understood. Must make sure however 
that you understand the following. During last 2 days over 500 eneiiy 
planes positively destroyed or damaged in north HONSHU and a great many 
others strafed rocketed, bombed and undoubtedly damaged but not claimed. 
North HONSHU is for the time being wrecked and powerless. Stationary 
fog belt whose southern edge lies at about lat 39. This unless other¬ 
wise directed I will now do in effort to find an operating area from 
which to attack HOKKAIDO KURILES but unless you signify that such attack 
is of utmost urgency will not take the abnormal risks to pilots involved 
in flight operations when fog is present or positively irainent. Typhoon 
may alter all plans. Will keep you advised. 

10 1646 CINCPAC ADVANCE to CO. .3RDFLT. info COMINCH . 

NIMITZ TO HALSEY INFO KING . 

Your current orders hereby amended. While striking at discretion move 
your fleet to southward and prepare to execute operations under concept 
my Joint Staff .Study CAMPUS dated 9 August. 10 copies will be flown 
to Island Commander IW0 JIMA forenoon 11 August to await pickup by 
carrier aircraft. C0M3RDFLEET remain in Missouri. Am ordering New 
Jersey to GUAM. Ity 082226 amended to accord with above. 

10 1608 CINCPAC ADVANCE to C0M3RDFLSST info COMINCH. CHICAFPAC . 

Pending the arrival of the Commander in Chief U.S. Pacific Fleet in 
Japanese waters the Commander 3rd Fleet will be his designated 
representative for purposes indicated in JCS 261946 Victory 357. 

10 1602 CINCPAC ADVANCE to CTF 95 info COPT AIR'. INC- 1. CON3PJ3FLT. CCHINPAC, 
CINCAFPAC . 

Alert 2 squadrons of patrol seaplanes and adequate tenders for 
immediate movement northeastward for duty with Com3rdFlt. Alert all 
available fast minesweepers and a suitable tender for similar movement. 
Advise numbers available and prospective dates readiness. See my Joint 
Staff Study CAMPUS. ‘ 

Para. Prepare units of BatRon 1 now in OKINAWA (except your Flagship) 
for similar movement with suitable screen. 

10 1604 CINCPAC ADVANCE to C0MN0RPAC info COMINCH. C0M3RDFLEST . 

?/■ KLUTZ TO FLETCHER INFO HALSEY AND KING . 

Warning order. In the event of Japanese capitulation which now 
^ y aopears imminent you will be directed to employ forces under your commanc 

/ for naval occupation HAKODATE - AOMORI - 0MINAT0 area with forces under 

your command. Forces contemplated are 3 CA, 2 0CL, 9 DD, 1 AV, 1 AVP, 

1 AR, 1 ARL available minesweepers. You will be authorized embark in a 
ship*of this force and exercise personal command if in your judgement 
O such action is advisable. .An AGC may become available. 


O 
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10 1144 JCIUT CHIEFS CF STAFF to CIHC \F.»C. USA3TAF, G1IICPAC AJV HQ . 


WABX 47190. 

TO HACARTHUR. HH3TZ. AMD SPAATZ FOR INFORMATION . 

As a result of administrative errors code word OLYMPIC ’.ms com¬ 
promised by being published in a mamorandum classified restricted. 
Investigation failed to show that meaning of code word was compromised. 
' As a matter of absolute safety decision reached to cancel OLYMPIC and 

substitute MAJESTIC instead. 

10 2002 COMIHCH AMD CKO to CINCPAC ADVANCE HQ. 


FROM ADMIRAL KING FOR THE EYES ONLY OF ADMIRAL WMIITZ . 

SecNav is of the opinion that an opportunity should be afforded the 
American people to pay tribute to the men of the Navy which they will 
undoubtedly wish to express. He suggests that whenever operational 
requirements permit a task group composed of some outstanding vessels 
be sent back to the U.S. as a token return of the Fleet. He further 
suggests that your return with this group at least to the 1st port of 
call would enhance public enthusiasm and interest but the Secretary 
appreciates that any arrangements depend on demands of your time in 
the Pacific. Desire your comments. 

11 0216 CINCPAC ADVANCE to CINCAFPAC info COMIHCH. C0M7THFLT . 

KIMTZ TO MACARTHUR INFO KING AMD KINCAID . 

In the event of Japanese surrender it is my plan to place at your 
disposal immediately 1 of the command ships (AGC) now in the Philippines 
and to assign it to a special task group which will be commanded by a 
Flag Officer and will include an appropriate escort. I believe that 
this class of ship will best serve you as a headquarters afloat with 
adequate accommodations and communications. Request your comments. 

09 0326 COMAF 20 to CINCPAC ADVANCE. COMUSASTAF . 

APC0M 5449. KIRKPATRICK TO NHUTZ AND SPAATZ. 


Note: This- is extract of copy to 'Washington (In view of the effects at 
TRINITY and HIROSHIMA which far exceeded optimistic expectations, Purnell 
Parsons and Farrell believe question of targets should be reviewed imm¬ 
ediately. The subject was discussed with Nimitz and Spaatz today at 
GUAM and both concurred in our views expressed below. 

Para. Because of great potency targets should wfere practicable be at 
least 3 miles on a side. Targets with partially burned out areas having 
large remaining population and some industry offer great possibilities 
for psychological effects. We consider the "Scare Radius" to be at 
least 10 miles. It is recommended that the War Department should no 
longer require visual bombing but leave decision to the field command. 
Every effort will be made to get best bombing conditions. We consider 
remaining approved targets with exception of K0KURA as inadequate or 
improperly shaped areas. iVe do not want to waste any of effects. It is 
recommended that the list be revised to include several large cities. It 
is expressedly recommended that the region of TOKYO be included as a 
target, 3512 
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11 2254 CCMJNCH AND CNO to CIIICPAC ADVANCE HI . 

EYES ONLY ADMIRAL NBLTZ . 

Plans under consideration contemplate that for the occupation 
of JAPAN and the enforcement of surrender terms MACARTHUR will be 
the Supreme Commander for the Allied powers and together with 
representatives of the U.S, GREAT BRITIAN, CHINA and USSR will 
accept the Japanese surrender on board the MISSOURI. You will 
be the U.S. representative. Foregoing for your advance information. 

JPINT CHIEFS OF STAFF to CINCAFPAC. CIIICPAC .ADVANCE, CONGENUSFCT 

CHUNGKING, info CCHGSN USASTAF GUAR. CQMGEN US ARMY LIAISON SECTION 

-a---S- 



'll 2010 



HDQTS SOUTHEAST ASIA CO MMAND KANDY CEYLON . 


WAR 47945. 

TOPSEC BOOK MESSAGE TO MACARTHUR. NIMITZ. TJSDSHSYER. SPAATZ AND WHEEIER 

FROM THE JOINT CHIEFS OF STAFF . 

Para 1. Further to V/^RX 17064 14 June 1945 and VICTORY 357 of 26 
July, key areas of JAPAN proper, KOREA and the CHINA coast will be 
occupied upon capitualtion or collapse of the Japanese Government. 
Occupation operations will be initiated on order of the Joint Chiefs of 
Staff. 

Para 2. Preparations for the operations required under paragraph 
1 above, must be subsidiary to, and without jeopardy to, those for 
directed ooerations prior to Japanese capitulation or collapse. The 
operations following Japanese capitulation should in so far as practicab¬ 
le be planned as developing from the dispositions, preparations and 
arrangements for the Campaign in JAPAN, except that as practicable 
Marine Corps troops allocated CINCAFPAC should be used for preliminary 
landings on the ASIATIC CONTINENT. 

Para 3. 

A. In order that there may be a continuity of policy and 
procedure in dealing with the Japanese imperial High Command and ex¬ 
istent agencies of the Japanese Government, representatives of CINCAFPAC 
and CINCPAC will jointly perform this function until CINCAFPAC has 
landed in JAPAN and assumed this responsibility. 

B. Except as indicated in paragraphs 3C and 3D, below, CINCAFPAC 
and CINCPAC are charged with carrying out the military operations 
incident to the occupation in accordance with the same command responsi¬ 
bilities and arrangements established under r .’/ARX 87933 of 25 Hay 1945. 

In preparing plans for occupation operations on the CHINA COAST, CINC— 
AFPAC and CINCPAC will collaborate with COMGENCHINA. 

C. COMGENCHINA will assume command or operational control of 
Pacific Theater forces after they are established ashore on the CHINA 
COAST in accordance with arrangements to be mutually agreed upon by the 
commanders concerned. COMGENCHINA is responsible for coordination 
GENERALISSIMO CHIANG KAI-CHEK of those parts of those parts of the 
occupation plans pertaining to CHINA. 

D. Forces involved in the immediate naval occupation of critical 
ports in JAPAN, as contemplated in VICTORY 357, and on ASIATIC MAIN¬ 
LAND will continue under the control of CINCPAC until such time as 
CINCAFPAC and COMGENCHINA are in a position to exercise control of 

the occupation. 

O J J. 
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'll 2010 JOINT CHIEFS OF STAFF to CINCAFPAC. CINCPAC ADVANCE. COHGENUSFCT 

CHUNGKING, info GOUGH! USASTAF GUAM. CONGM US ARINf LI.41 SON SECTION 

hd ts southeast asia cc:::and CEYLON. 


Para 4. 

A. The immediate objective of occupation operations against 
JAPAN and KOREA is early introduction of forces (including seizure of 
critical ports and port facilities and airfields) into major strategic 
land and sea areas in order to seize control, immobilize and disarm 
enemy forces arid impose the conditions which are required by the immed¬ 
iate military situation. Earliest possible U.S. custody of allied 
prisoners of war and interned persons is essential. 

B. The 1st objective of occupation operations on the CHINA 
COAST is to afford such assistance to CHINA THEATER forces, by gaining 
control of key ports and communications points, as is practicable with¬ 
out involvement in a major land campaign. 

Para 5. 

A. Prompt occupation in JAPAN PROPER is the supreme operation 
and constitutes a 1st charge upon resources available to Pacific Com¬ 
manders. 

B. Early occupation of KEIJO in KOREA and acceptance of sur¬ 
render of Japanese forces in that area constitutes a second charge upon 
such resources. 

C. Subject to the above priorities, operations will be under¬ 
taken on the CHINA COAST and FORMOSA. 

Para 6. The responsibility for the execution of the terms of 
surrender in JAPAN PROPER and in KOREA is assigned to CINCAFPAC. 

Para 7. CINCAFPAC and CINCPAC will arrange for immediate acceptance 
of possible local surrenders by any U.S. Commander on the spot. These 
arrangements will include provision for continuity in dealing with local 
Japanese authorities. 

Para 8. Planning will recognize the probability of participation 
of small allied task forces of other nations in subsequent phases of 
the occupation and in accordance with directives to be issued liter. 

Para 9. In order to facilitate operations, KOREA is included in 
the Pacific Theater in so far as United States Command is concerned. 

Para 10. CINCAFPAC, CINCPAC and COMGENCHINA after consulting or 
exchanging views will submit recommendations concerning occupation 
operations on the CHINA CO 1ST and FORMOSA. 

I ~ Para 11. Upon designation of a supreme command^ for the Allied 
/ powers, as isiconteraplated, the foregoing responsibilities and command 
—I arrangements become subject to the authority conferred upon him by his 
I_directive. / 

12 1055 CINCAFPAC to CIKOPAC ADVANCE. / 


C 32887. 

FOR ADMIRAL HHHTZ EYES ALONE FROM GBTERAL MAC ARTHUR . 

In view latest plans for surrender received this date which differ 
fundamentally from those previously envisioned it is suggested that if 
possible you send a reoresen ative to this headquarters as these latest 
instruction make necessary a reconsideration of all local plans 
previously considered. 
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12 0520 COMGENCHINA to Y/jLRCOS, MACARTHUR. NBEETZ. 

NR 4352. 

EYES ALONE TO WA3C0S. HACARTHUR AND H3J.TTZ . 

Para. 1. Deeply concerned am I relative possible lack of appre¬ 
ciation in Washington of explosive and portentous possibilities in 
CHINA when JAPAN surrenders. Instructions emanating from Washington 
(I cite WAR 47943j WARX 47945 and WAR 4^004) indicate that I have failed 
to impress the implications of Chinese Communist movement and effect 
upon relization of U.S. objectives, in this area. 

Para 2. It is my considered opinion that the American contingents 
contemplated in occupational plans (WAR 40831) must arrive as promptly 
as possible in CHINA. WARX 47945 places Japanese Archipelago in 1st 
priority, KOREA in 2nd, and CHINA in 3rd or last priority. As I view 
overall situation in Far East upon surrender of Japanese, the Archi¬ 
pelago will present no immediate problems relative to control, repa¬ 
triation, disarmament or disturbances of revolutionary characters; where¬ 
as on the ASIATIC MAINLAND we are confronted with 2 serious possibilitie; 
requiring prompt action on part of Allies. 1st, Chinese communist forces 
may precipitate civil war in CHINA; 2nd, the Japanese Array remaining 
on the mainland, approximately 2,000,000 strong, may contine to fight 
either in force or in isolated areas, requiring continued employannt 
of air and land forces. The area of CHINA is so vast and communications 
so limited, the problems posed by the above 2 conditions obviously 
require TTUETTX and appropriate disposition of allied forces, American 
and Chinese. Definitely CHINA THEATERS minimum requirements for .America 
occupational forces should be given 1st priority. 

Para 3. The Chinese communist leader today issued a radio proclama¬ 
tion to Japanese and Chinese puppets admonishing them to surrender to 
nearest anti—Japanese troops. Ambassador Hurley has provided State 
Department with copy of proclamation. The primary object of Chinese 
communists is to obtain Japanese arms and equipment and thus further 
strengthen their capabilities. It is not unreasonable to expect Jap¬ 
anese cooperation in this regard. The geographical objectives of the 
Chinese communits have been and continue to be the very same key,and 
stragegic points and theas RECQOHUAAED as vital by the U.S. Joint Chiefs 
of Staff, who selected the majority of such points and areas for pro¬ 
jected American occupation; including SHANGHAI, NANKING, TAKU, TIENTSIN, 
PEKING, TSINGTAO and CANTON. We rail do utmost to redispose and employ 
Chinese forces in strength to prevlude widespread uprising and disorder, 
and to localize Chinese communist efforts. U.S. resources available 
will be employed in consonance with new CHINA THEATER. 

Para 4. In ray personal letter to you, delivered by SIMPSON, and 
in subsequent radios, I have tried to portray the problems presented 
in CHINA,* particularly oertaining to the total lack of organization and 
planning. Ue americans can and do make plans embodying sound recoiumend- ( 
ations, but their implementation in this land of confusion, intrigue anc 
indecision remains problematical. I am sure that you appreciate my 
position and earnest desire to comply with instructions from Washington 
Throughout my service here I have tried earnestly and objectively to 
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12 0520 COHGENCHINA to WARCC3. I! AC ARTHUR. TIDilTZ . 

PROVIDE YOU AND THE Joint Chiefs of Staff factual data and considered 
judgement relative to the application of instructions to the realistic 
conditions prevailing in CHINA. 

Para 5. Recommendations in view of above following forces be 
dispatched in 1st Priority. 

Sub-Para A. 2 divisions to SHANGHAI area. 

Sub-Para B. 2 divisions to TAKU area. 

Sub-Para C. 1 division to CANTON area. 

Sub-Para D. If above is impracticable, I consider it imperative 
that, as absolute minimum, 2 divisions be dispatched to SHANGHAI AREA, 

1 division to TAKU AREA and 1 regiment to CANTON AREA immediately. 

Sub-Para E. If at all possible MCARTHUR stipulate at surrender 
meeting that Japanese commanders in CHINA be instructed to surrender to 
Chinese Central Goverment Commanders. 

12 1837 JOINT CHIEFS OF STAFF to MCARTHUR. NE1TZ info '.TEDEtSYSR . 


a 


o 



vj 


V.'ARX 48625. 

As a matter of urgency request MCARTHUR and NIMITZ comments on 
U’EDEISYERS 4352 of 12 August be furnished Joint Chiefs of Staff with 
info conies to Wedemeyer. 

Para. As for 7JEDH.EYERS recommendation in paragraph 5 E, present 
draft of general order number 1 to be issued by Japanese CS-IQ. provides 
for the surrender of Japanese commanders and all forces within CHINA 
(excluding YAKCHURIA) to the GENERALISSIMO. This general order has 
not yet been finally approved. 

^12 2051 MilSHALT, to 7/EDEMEYBR info NIUTZ. : 1C ARTHUR. 


FOR INFCRMTIOH ONLY FOR MCARTHUR'S .AND NIMITZ «S EYES ONLY. FC'R WEDE- 

MEYER*S EYES ONLY FROM MARSH AlZT~ 

Para. ..e are in a discussion now regarding deployment of troops into 
JA^AN and the return of tired out high score men from the Pacific to 
the United States. The 1st requirement involves.immediately the diver¬ 
sion of C~54 , s to a special run from the Philippines to OKINAWA and 
another prospective run into JAPAN. This diversion of course immediate¬ 
ly reduces the evacuation from the Pacific of high score men by the 

multiple of just that many planes. 

Para. What I should like to know from you is how soon you feel 
vie could make a 1st reduction of HUMP tonnage in order to release C-54s 
I mean by this a recuction prior to the opening of a port; for the 
situation thereafter of course you already have notification. 

Para. I should like an estimate from you as to how much longer the 
present Eumo tonnage will be required in order to complete the equipment 
of the ALFA divisions on the assumption that no further combat . operatio¬ 
ns are required but that of course numerous movements will be involved 
in order to herd the Japanese Army according to plan. * lease acknow¬ 
ledge receipt immediately. 
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13 1050 SHERMAN to NIHITZ . 

From 5 to 6 FM, conferred with General MacArthur and staff concern¬ 
ing occupation and surrender. He considers that as supreme allied com¬ 
mander he is now fully res 'onsible for, and commanda all phases of the 
occupation of JAPAN. He desires no communication with Japanese auth¬ 
orities by forces in the Pacific except throughhis headquarters. He 
expects to summon Japanese representatives to MANILA to make a prelim¬ 
inary arrangement for the surrender. 

Para. He reiterated in most emphatic terms his disapproval of the 
use of a fleet landing force prior to the arrival of troops in strength 
and prior to the clearance of Japanese forces from the area under armis¬ 
tice arrangements. This disapproval is based on both military grounds 
and effect on service relationships. 

Para. He repeated his full agreement with occupation of Japanese 
ports and coastal waters and complete blockade by the ships of the 
fleet. 

Para. For the initial seizure of the TOKYO AREA he proposes a J oint 
operation using the 11th airborne and 27th infantry divisions, both 
airborne, and at the same time landing the 4th Narine Combat Team. 

This operation 'would not take place until conditions set at MANILA 
had been met. ^ 

Para. * I expect to take off at midnight. 

Para. General MacArthur was shown the foregoing paragraphs. 

i 

. 

13 2331 UAR to CINCPAC ADVANCE U \ CCNGENCHINA . 

COMES ANOTHER RET. AY AT REQUEST OF Y/AR TO CINCPAC ADVANCE AND COMQBNCHINA 

EYES ONLY MARSHALL TO MAC ARTHUR EYES ONLY. 

WAR 48342. 

Para. For your information and guidance the President today dispat¬ 
ched to the Prime Minister, Generalissimo Chiang Kaishek and General¬ 
issimo Stalin messages stationg in substance as follows: 

Para. Generat of the Army Douglas MacArthur is proposed as supreme 
Commander for the Allied powers to accept, coordinate and carry into 
effect the general surrender of the Japanese Armed Forces. 

Para. If you will furnish name of the officer you wish to act as 
your representative. General MacArthur will be instructed to maxe the 
necessary arrangements for the representative to be present at the 
surrender. 

Para. The message to the Prime Minister stated that it is con¬ 
templated that MacArthur will direct the Japanese Imperial.General 
Headquarters to surrender unconditionally Japanese Forces in Southeast 
ASIA and parts of MALAYSIA to Admiral Mountbatten or his subordinate 
commanders. In the messege to Generalissimo Chiang Kaishek, it is 
stated that Japanese Imperial Headquarters will be directed to have 
Japanese Forces in CHINA other than those opposing the Russians 
surrender uncond tionally to the Generalissimo or his subordinate 
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13 2331 WAR to CP!CPAG ADVANCE HO. COKGENCHINA . (Cont'd). 


.3 


commanders. In the message to Stalin it is stated that MacArthur 
will direct Japanese Imperial Headquarters to have Japanese Forces 
in the Soviet Area of operations surrender unconditionally to the 
Soviet High Commander in the Far East or to his subordinate commanders. 

Para. Preliminary instructions are being issued to General Mac- 
Arthur and immediate advice is requested concerning designated rep¬ 
resentatives so that MacArthur may be notified. It is suggested that 
direct communication with MacArthur on arrangements be initiated at 
once. This ends substance of messages sent to heads of State by the 
President. 

Para. The President would like to have the General Surrender take 
place on American soil, that is, a Battleship, preferably the Battle¬ 
ship MISSOURI. 

Para. The present plan for the acceptance of the surrender by you 
as Supreme Commander provides that each of the 4 Major Powers, U.S., 
CHINA, UK and USSR, vail have a representative present, and Admiral 
Nimitz will serve in the capacity of U.S. representative at the formal 
surrender. Admiral Nimitz has been infored of this and also concerning 
the use of the Battleship MISSOURI. 

Para. The foregoing constitutes your preliminary instructions. 

Para. The following is purely for your information and is furnished 
and will be used for planning orffy. 

Para. The State Department lias replied to the Japanese Government 
informing that that the Emperor will be required to authorize and insure 
the signature by the Government of JAPAN and the Japanese Imperial 
General Headquarters of the surrender terms necessary to carry out the 
provisions of the POTSDAM declaration and will be required to direct 
surrender of Japanese Armed Forces and issue such other orders as the 
Supreme Commander may require to give effect to the surrender terms. 

No reply has been received from the Japanese Government. 

Para. Now being considered on a planning basis for use in case 
the Japanese accept the conditions is a message to the Japanese Govern¬ 
ment that it should immediately: 

Para. (1) Direct cessation of hostilities by Japanese Forces, 
informing the Supreme Commander for the Allied Powers of the effective 
date and hour of such cessation. 

(2) Send ExLssaries to the Supreme Commander for the Allied 
Powers with information of the disposition of the Japanese forces and 
commanders, and fully empowered to make any arrangements directed 
by the Supreme Commander for the All ed Powers to enable him and his 
accompanying forces to arrive at the place designated by him to 
receive the formal surrender. 

Para. Separate Subject: The British have now proposed transfer 
to them of areas agreed at terminal effective on capitulation being 
accepted. 

14 1916 COIUNCH AND CNO to CINCPAC ADVANCE HZ/U3GUARTBRS . 

KING TO NIMITZ. 


Suspend attack air operations forthwith. 
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14 1418 COMINCH AMD CNO to CUTCPAC ADVANCE HEADQUARTERS . 


for admiral nrzTz eyes only . 

Include in your plans the return of a representative force of 
distinguished combatant vessels to the United States whenever in your 
estimation vessels can be spared from duties in connection with the 
Naval phases of the occupation of Japanese Territory. Your 110736. 
Concur in your views as to your return in person. SecNav lias been 
informed of the substance of your reply. Submit for approval Brief of 
your plans. 



J lk 0845 


CINCPAC ADVANCE to C0M3RDFLEET. info COMINCH . 

NMITZ TO HALSEY INFO KING . 

Mac .Arthur will be appointed Supreme Allied Commander to "Exercise 
Supreme Command over all Land, Sea and Air Forces which may be allo¬ 
cated for enforcement in JAPAN of the surrender terms by the Allied 
Forces concerned”. Until otherwise directed by me do not lanyl any 
in JAPAN. See C0M7TH FLEETS 131050 passed separately. 

COMGZNCHIHA to NARCOS info MAC ARTHUR. ND.iTZ. 


EYES ALONE TO WARCOS FOR JCS UFO EYES ALONE TO MACA3THUR AND NEUTZ . 

CFBX 4580. 

Para 1. Provision embodied in last paragraph of WARX 48625 is 
subject. I am sure that you recognize that MANCHURIA may properly be 
termed the critical area in connection with current and projected 
activities of Chinese Communists, and possibly Soviet Coranrunits. If 
the General Order Number 1 to be issued by Japanese Headquarters pro¬ 
vides for the surrender of Japanese Commander and of forces within 
CHINA to the Generalissimo but excludes MANCHURIA insofar as the Gener¬ 
alissimo is concerned, following*implications should be noted: 

SubPara A. The attitude of Soviet Russia toward the Chinese Com¬ 
munists has never been determined accurately nor have Soviet intentions 
in CHINA been formalized to a degree that Americans can view the 
situation with equanimity. However it is not unreasonable to expect 
penetration of Soviet communists ideologies in MANCHURIA with coopera¬ 
tion of Chinese Communists. If the General Order above referred to 
excludes ANCHURIA as now contemplated, there is extreme danger that 
Japanese equipment will become available surreptitiously or openly to 
the Chinese Communists in MANCHURIA. Further the Chinese Communist 
overall plans will be facilitated. If on the other hand the General 
Order clearly stipulates that Japanese Forces would surrender only to 
Soviet Russian Forces and/or the Generalissimo's forces, the above 
dan *ers would be minimized perhaps obviated. 

SubPara B. The ideas embodied in this message and in messages I 
have sent to you the past several days might suggest partisan leaning 
on my part. This is not the case. However, the U.S. policy has been 
and continues to be full support of the Generalissimo ’who heads the 
only officially and universally recognized constituted government in 
CHINA. The Generalissimo is concerned at present to be the strongest 
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14 0845 CCHGSNCHINA to VfARCOS info MAC ARTHUR, NIMITZ. (Cont»d ). 

Chinese leader and the only one capable of possibly accomplishing 
a modicum of stability during this period of uncertainty. It would 
therefore appear sound to create conditions by continued U.S. Political 
Economic and Military supoort (short of involvement in fratricidal war) 
which would strengthen the existing central governments position. This 
support should include iron clad stipulations designed to insure sur¬ 
render of Japanese forces and equipment to the Generalissimo throughout 
CHINA including MANCHURIA, except in the immediate combat areas of the 
.Russians. 

Sub Para C. I view ASIA as an enormous pot, seething and boili n g, 
the fumes of which may readily snuff out the advantages gained by , 
allied sacrifices the past several years and may also definitely 
preclude realization of the objectives of the Atlantic Charter, and 
the TEHERAN, YALTA and POTSDAM agreements. In my CFB 526, 9 July, 
paragraphs 2 and 3, pertinent ideas and suggestions are expressed 
that have stronger and immediate application today. 

Para 2. I am so remote from intemation negotiations, it is with 
some misgivings that I submit following 2 alternate suggestions: 

SubPara A. Schedule a conference with representatives from Soviet 
Russia, U.S., Great Britian, China in DELHI, INDIA, as early as possible 
to investigate and recommend appropriate steps necessary to preclude 
Civil War in CHINA, or. 

SubPara B. 3 Big Pcuvers issue agreed proc lama tion to Chinese 
Communists and Chinese Central Government that Civil Par will not be 
tolerated in CHINA in any form or degree; that Big 3 are determined 
to take appropriate steps and employ necessary force in premises; 
that political and internal affairs must be settled without employment 
of force; that Big 3 recognized CHINA sovereignty and right of 
determination by Chinese of form of Government; that employment of 
force by factions in CHINA has serious implications with regard to 
peace in the Far East and world order in .general 

14 1122 CIKCPAC ADVANCE to C0H3RDFLS5T . 

NffllTZ TO HALSEY . , 

Your 140403. See my 140813 which will I believe provide for 
difficulties and envisage and will also avoid competition between 
services as to priority of landing. 

14 1049 CUC AFP AC to A'ARCOS (JCS). AG.7AR WASH D C info COKGENCHINA. CINCPAC . 

CX 33449. . x 

Answering your V/X 43625 > 12 August requesting comments on .. ede— 
meyer's 4325, 12 August. Upon cpaitulation the prompt occupation of 
JAPAN PROPER is paramount and that operation should be given the 
highest priority in the utilization of Pacific resources. The oc¬ 
cupation* of KOREA should be given 2nd priority, with CHINA 3rd, and 
then only to an extent that would insure United States ground forces 
not becoming involved in a major land campaign in ary part of the CHINA 

THEATER. 
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CINCAFPAC to MARCOS (JCS), AG7AR './ASH D C info COHGENCHINA. GINGPAG . 

Para. Since the r esources immediately available to CINCAFPAC will 
be required for the execution of BLACKLIST, it would be impossible to 
divert forces to CHINA as suggested by Wedemeyer in the priority 
recommended and only at a future date is redeployment were continued 
to supply the means required. 

CINCAFPAC to CIECPAC ADVANCE info CCMGSNCHHIA. CQ1JUCH. WARCOS. 

CCH3RDFLT, C0M5THFLT, C0K7THFLT. C0HG33FHFPAC . COHPHIBSPAC . 

CX 3343S. 

Your 120243/Z, prompt occupation of JAPAN in case of surrender 
constitutes a first charge upon resources available in the Pacific 
and is dependent on use of Divisions, including 5th Amphibious Corps, 
which have been prepared for MAJESTIC. Use of 5th Amphibious Corps 
in KOREA would cause large scale changes in fundamental arrangements 
for supporting troops and inevitably cause delay and confusion. In 
accord informal conferences with Admiral Sherma? will proceed on basis 
that 5th Amphibious Corps will be utilized in JAPAN PROPER. 24th 
Corps will occupy KOREA. Noted is your plan for 3**d Amphibious Corps 
and 1 Regimental Combat 6th Marine Division. 

JOINT CHIEFS OF STAFF TO MAC ARTHUR, info NHUTZ YvEDEMEYER. 

■ . — - - -- - 1 ' - 1 ~ ‘ ~ ~ ■ ■ . 

WARX 49132. 

Para. Read with reference to Y/AR 43672: 

Para. A. The President has approved the wording of the 1st document 
which is the directive to the Supreme Commander for the Allied Powers, 
with the deletion in the 1st sentence of paragraph 3 of the words 
"as witnesses TDA". 

Para B. The President has approved the wording of the 2nd document 
which is the proclamation by the Emperor of JAPAN. 

Para C. The President has approved the wording of the 3rd document 
which is the instrument of surrender with deletion of the words "by 
the Supreme Commander for the Allied Powers" at the end of paragraph 
7 and with the addition of provision for signatures of representatives 
of the Allied Powers. The President desires that, after you have 
signed accenting the surrender, you invite the 4 representatives of 
the Allied Powers to place their signatures on the surrender document 
below and to the left* of the signature of the supreme com ander, 
in order as follows and with the following designations printed or 
typed under the respective signatures: U.S. representative. Republic 
of CHINA representative. United Kingdon Representative, Union of 
Soviet Socialist Republics representative. The official document will 
be in the English language. 

Para D. The 4th document which is General Order No. 1, is under 
consideration here and minor modifications are being made. 
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Para E. There are minor editirial changes in the 1st and 3rd 
documents. Official copies of the 1st, 3 documents are being forwarded 
today by courier to MacArthur. 

Para 2. With reference to the directive to the supreme commander 
for the Allied Pavers, this will become effective when you are 
officially notified by the War Department of Japanese Capitulation. 

Para 3. The British, the Chinese, and the Russians have now all 
agreed to the proposal of the President contained in WAR 48342. The 
Russians have designated Lieutenant General Deiviankl as their 
representative. The British have designated Admiral Sir Bruce Fraser. 

Para 4. *’ar Department messages 48342 and 48672 are being passed 
to Admiral Nimitz and General ^edemeyer. 

/ 13 2325 WARCOS to CINCAFPAC info CDICPAC. COHGSNCHINA. CCHGSNIB . 


WARX 49042. 

The British Chiefs State that they assume that the U.S. will take 
the lead in all general matters concerning an early Japanese Surrender 
but have asked that tlie U.S. Chiefs keep them informed. 

Para. British consider it of paramount political importance that 
a British Commonwealth Force be sent at the earliest possible moment 
to accept the surrender of the Japanese at HONG KONG. They propose to 
send a detachment of the British Fleet at once to HONG KONG, followed 
as soon as possible by an Australian Force in British Shipping, subject 
to agreement with the .Australian Government and to necessary arrange¬ 
ments being made with you and Nimitz. They also propose that the 
adjustment of the boundaxy of S'. ’PA as agreed at TERMINAL should take 
effect upon the date of the cease fire order. They ask tne U.S. Chiefs 
of Staff to be prepared to instruct you and Nimitz to make available 
the forces to send to HONG KONG. British will seek the agreement of 
the Australian Government and instruct Admiral Fraser to concert his 
/ plans for HONG KONG with you and Nimitz. %id of British proposal. 

Para. The U.S. Chiefs have answered this proposal as follows: 

Para A. Agree to keep British informed of pertinent action taken 
by the U.S. Chiefs and have passed WARX 47945 to British. 

Para B. The U. 0 . Chiefs will accede to a request to release to 
British control at time of surrender all or part of the British Pacific 
Fleet. However, Nimitz has accepted a British Offer of a force of 
1 B3, 2 CL, 1 CV and the necessary destroyers to participate with the 
U.S. Fleet in the Naval occupation of JAPAN, if such occurs. 

Para C. Occupation of HONG KONG is a matter for arrangement. 
between the British and Chinese Governments. The release of British 
Forces is unrelated to any British proposals regarding HONG KONG. No 
arrangement with General MacArthur for release of Australians appears 
necessary other than detailed local arrangements for the turnover. 

Para D. Agree that the adjustment to the boundary of SWPA should 
take effect on the date of the Japanese surrender. End of U.S. answer. 

Para. The above is furnished you for your information. .TERMINAL 
agreement referred to nrovided for a passage from U.S. to British 
Command as soon as possible of that part of SWPA lying south of follo¬ 
wing described boundary: beginning on the coast of INDO CHINA at 
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^13 2325 17A3CQS to CINCAFPAC info CINCPAC, CCHGENCHINA. 00IIGENIB . 


16-OON; thence to intersect at 07-40N 116-002, the boundary between 
the Philippine Islands and British North BORNEO; thence along the 
1939 boundary line of the Philippines to 05-0011 127-OOE; thence east 
to 05-00N 130-002; thence south to the equator; thence east to 140-002 
thence generally south east to 02-20S I 46 -OOE; thence east to 02-20S 
159-OOE; thence south 


14 0403 0C1.3RDFL22T to CiTCI'AC ADVANCE info GTF 31 . 

% 

CAMPUS 9 August. Strongly recommend reconsideration your 120241. 

.Assignment of a MarDiv considered necessary for following reasons: 

A. Uncertainty of Japanese behavior. 

B. Necessity of conducting shore operations on a noraal combat 
scale. 

C. Task will include occupation of air base, naval base and adjac¬ 
ent danger points. Enforcing evacuation of control zone. Establishing 
secure and effective perimeter. 

D. Length of interval between naval occupation and the arrival 
of designated .Army occupation forces. 

2. Inadequacy of equipment training and experience of personnel 
of fleet landing force for other than tasks not involving risk of 
stiff combat. 

Para. Any problem of Army-Navy jurisdiction could be solved by 
transfeering to CINCAFPAC operational control any troops of MarDiv 
employed beyond limits of naval zones. 


14 0812 CINCPAC ADVANCE to COHINGH. 



IinilTZ TO KING . 

For your information Sherman brought me from Manila a. copy of 
Marshalls W 48672 to MacArthur which contains complete copy of proposed 
directive to Supreme Commander, proclamation by the Enperor of JAPAN, 
instrument of surrender and general order number 1. 


14 0813 CINCPAC ADVANCE to CINCAFPAC. 


NINIT2 TO MACARTHUR . 

I concur heartily in the proposal that the initial seizure of the 
TOKYO AREA be effected by a Joint operation us ng the 11th Airborne 
and 27th Infantry Divisions both Airborne end at the same time landing 
the 4th Marine Combat Team and other units of the Fleet Landing Force. 
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14 2303 CINCPAC ADVANCE to GINCAFPAC. CGHGSNCHINA info 0017THFLT. CQLUNCH . 


Request CIMCAFPAC pass to C01.7THFLT Wedemeyers CFBX 4580 and 
similar messages which it is appropriate that he see in view of his 
prospective assignment as Task Fleet Commander responsible for naval 
operations along the CHINA COAST. Request CGNGENCHINA also include 
C0L7TKFLT as appropriate. 



14 2302 CIII CP AC ADVANCE to CINCAFPAC info CCrJHCH. C0N.G3N CHINA. NARCOS. C0I- 

PIIIBSPAC. CCN3RDFLT. CCK5THFLT. CC17THFLT. CCNGZN FNFPAC . 

I concur in your CX 33438 DTG 140925. Re: Occupation of JAPAN 
PROPER constitutes first charge.... 

14 2035 CmCPAC ADVANCE HQ to COHINCH . 

Your 141916. ’That action should be taken regarding submarine 
attacks, bombardment etc. Re: suspend attack air operations forthwith. 

v 14 1903 JOINT CHIEFS OF STAFF to KACARTHUR. HIMITZ info Y/EDEMEYER . 





WARX 49334. 

With reference to WARX 48004, the Chiefs of Staff have received the 
following memorandum from the ’White House: 

Para. "Referring to memorandum dated 11 .August directing such 
advance arrangements as are practicable for the occupation of DAIREN 
and a port in KOREA. 

Para. FOVHPAUR further information, it is now considered vase 
from a political point of view to also occupy as soon as possible 
after the Japanese surrender some other mainland ports that definitely 
are not in the area of Soviet operations". This ends, memorandum from 
the ’White. House. 

Para. The Chiefs of Staff are not able to appraise your capabili¬ 
ties to execute the primary mission of securing JAPAN PROPER and to 
seize DAIREN and a port in KOREA as envisaged in WARX 48004 and also 
to seize 1 or more ports in CHINA definitely not in the area of Soviet 
operations. Your analysis of the matter will be appreciated for 
their use. 
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19 0225 C0M3RDFLT to CBTCPAC ADVANC5 H . 


HALS5Y TC HH-UTZ. 


Sherman's 131019 can meet all requirements but may find it advisable 
to move heavy ships into TOKYO BAY on 25th instead of 24th depending 
.on satisfacroty completion of sweeping and on plans for coveming land¬ 
ings (see rty 190219 to BICHELBSRGER); this should not upset any other 
known plans of yours or MacArthur*s. Landing forces from fleet consist 

of; v • 

A. 1300 marines in 3 battalions under Clements' command and assigned 
tasks commensurate with their capabilities and equipment. 

B. 1200 U.S. Bluejackets in 3 battalions and a British Landing Force 
of 400 men available for security duty in wake of combat troops. 

C. Reserve of 2000 additional Bluejackets in 5 battalions available 
for security duty but poorly equipped. 

D. Special 3luejacket operating companies of artificers for service 
duties pending arrival of seabees and garrison forces. Your 181535 ray 
plans have at all times taken limitations into consideration and I 
contemplate minimum use ashore consistent with security and doing a 
-roper" job. New Subject. Your 181354 most helpful and everything 
should proceed smoothly. 

17 2214 MARSHALL to MAC ARTHUR. YJEEIiSR. viEDRLIYER info NIJIITZ . 

WARY 50693. 

MARSHALL TO ~'ASARTHUR. YJK5EL5R AND .YSDELSYSR INFO NIHITZ . 

U.S. Chiefs have informed British regarding matters give in YfARX 49579 
in substance as follows: 

A. Accept in principle participation of British Ground Forces in 
occupation of JAPAN, details as to size and composition being matters for 
later determination. 

B. Presume British will shortly furnish views concerning forces for 

KOREA. „ 

C. Consider previous agreements on the employment of British rround 
and Air forces in the Pacific superseded and re uest information concern¬ 
ing disposition of tiger force elements already in the Pacific. 

D. Point out the following in connection with British proposal re¬ 
garding operations outside of their agreed area of responsibility: 

Pacific theater less areas agreed to pass to British on day of 
Japanese surrender (7/AHX 49042) is an area of U.S. responsibility and 
U.S. wil. continue with operations in that area connected with Javanese 
surrender; 

Generalissimo is t’ne Supreme Commander in CHINA; * 

Governmental agreement provides for ' ountbatten to be responsible 
for surrender matters in S3AC and parts of MALAYSIA and U.S. commander 
for the Pacific Theater; 

Chinese agreement to surrender arrangements obtained on the basis 
that surrender of Japs in CHINA (excluding those opposing the Russians) 
would be a matter for the Generalissimo; 
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17 2214 MARSHALL to MACARTHUR, EASIER. V/EDBNffER info NBSTZ (Cont'dV 

U.S. Chiefs have already issued instructions that U.S. forces 
entering the CHINA THEATER will be with the approval and cognizance of th< 
Generalissimo and subject to control of Aedemeyer who (as his chief of 
staff) is responsible to the Generalissimo. 

E. ?Matter of priorities within British Area of responsibility is 
British concern so suggest that any resources that the British have 
available beyond those required in their own area of responsibility be 
defined with a view to their use in assisting in the U.S. area of resp¬ 
onsibility. 

F. U.S. has placed the opening of a CHINA PORT (in collaboration 
with and to assist Chinese) in a priority below the securing of JAPAN 
and a port in KOREA.. If British are able to male forces quickly availa¬ 
ble to enter a CHINA PORT, they should be considered for the main effort. 

G. Summarizing, U.S. government considers any matters concerning 
British Forces entering CHINA THEATER should be arranged between British 
and Chinese Governments. After completion of such governmental arrange¬ 
ments, coordination involving Mac .Arthur, V/edeneyer and Niraitz can go 
forward. If such governmentat arrangement s are completed, U. S. stands 
ready to integrate British proposals (agreed by the Generalissimo) with 
other Pacific operations. This ends U.S. reply. 

Para. The above is furnished for your information. 

21 0600 C0M7THFLT to CBICPAC ADVANCE HQ, 


KINKAID TO NTMETZ X 

Capt Carroll B. Jones, Naval aviation member advance party to 
TOKYO was informed by GHQ today that he would not be allowed to inspect 
and obtain 1st hand information .on airfield and facilities YOKOSUKA. 
Party will be kept together vicinity ATSUGI to prevent possible incident. 
All available information field and facilities YOKOSUKA is to be 
supplied to advance party by Japanese. 

16 0713 CINCPAC ADV to COMINCK AND CNO - ’T'lTZ TO KING ONLY . 

It is rcy present concept that as soon as troops occupy JAPAN in 
strength (in about 1 month to 6 weeks) it will be possible to greatly 
reduce fleet strength in the western pacific. At that time I propose 
to have Spruance take over all forces in Japanese waters and return 
approximately 2/3rds of the present fast carrier task force to the 
eastern Pacific.' At the same tine Fletcher can return to the north Pac 
or take leave and Halsey can be returned for leave. All fast battleshi¬ 
ps can be returned except HE/ JERSEY and possibly 1 other. It will 
probably be necessary to retain many of the cruisers and destroyers. 

Some of the old battleships can return at the same time. 

Para. The foregoing is admittedly general in nature and will be 
made more specific as the situation clarifies. It is furnished now in 
response to your 141413. 
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17 0330 US ARJT LIAISON SECTION KANDY C-gLOH TST 233 to ,/AR DEPART? 13IT COM- 

n.utder in cm? ;jcrr forces pacific -'Ixinistration Manila. philippiitss 

COl.JWCII passes to CINCPAC. 

To Marshall personal info MacArthur and Medeneyer both personal 
from TTheeler TST 233. Here a paraphrase of top secret emergency 
operation signal sent by the Commander in Chief British Pacific Fleet 
to the Commander in Chief East Indies Fleet info Admiralty and SACSEA 
on the 16th of August. Begins. 

1. Dispositions have been made for the occupation of HONGKONG as 
follows : 

A. Under Rear Admiral Ilarcourt in INDOMITABLE with venerable 
SWIFTSURE 3 DD's and PRINCE ROBERT task force 111.2 sailed from SYDNEY 
completed insofar as possible with rehabilitation personnel and supplies 
on the 15th of August for MANUS and LEYTE. This force could arrive 

off HONGKONG the 2oth of August. 

B. Proceeding with the Australian Government are negotiations for 
SHROPSHIRE (Comraodre Collins) HOBART and 2 DD’s to depart from SUBIC 
with the date of arrival at HONGKONG 2 days after leaving SUBIC. Ran 
mine sweepers are sailing from MDROTAI probably 20 August. Submarines 
and MAIDSTONE and OXFORDSHIRE 'which are now at SUBIC would also join 
with this force. 

2. Task Group 111.3 under rear Admiral Servaes in BERMUDA with 
COLOSSUS and 3 DD's left SYDNEY 15 August headed for MANUS and LEYTE 
and subsequently for duty elsewhere along the CHINA COAST as required. 

3. Task Grouos 111.2 and 111.3 are augmented resnectively by 
EURYALUS and ARGONAUT and 1 DD each at NANUS. Ends.’ 

IS 2312 NARCOS to CINCPAC ADV, CIHCAFPAC info DSPCOM 20AF. H CT CHUNGKING . 

WARX 51396. 

This message should have the minimum distribution essential to its 
implementation . 

Para. For your information, the President today sent to Generalis¬ 
simo Stalin the following message: "Replying to your message of August 
16, I agree to your request to modify General Order Number 1 to include 
all the KURILE ISLANDS in the area to be surrendered to the Commander 
in Chief of the Soviet Forces in the Far East. However, I shoudl like 
it to be understood.that the United States government desires air base 
rights for land and sea aircraft on some 1 of the KURILE ISLANDS, pref¬ 
erably in the Central Group, for military purposes and for commercial 
use. I should be glad if you would advise me that you will agree to 
such an arrangement, the location and other detaisl to be worked out 
for this purpose. 

Para. Regarding your suggestion as to the surrender of Japanese 
forces on the island HOKKAIDO to Soviet forces, it is my intention and 
arrangements liave been made for the surrender of Japanese Forces on all 
the islands of JAPAN PROPER, HOKKAIDO, HONSHU, SHIKOKU, and KYUSHU 
to General MacArthur. 
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Para. General Macarthur will employ allied token forces, "which, 
of course, includes Soviet forces, in so much of a temporary occupation 
of JAPAN PROPER as he considers it necessary to occupy in order to 
accomplish our allied surrender terns". 

Para. The foregoing is for your information and guidance and you 
should amend General Order Number 1 to include all the KURILE ISLANDS 
in the area to be surrendered to the Commander in Chief of the Soviet 
Forces in the Far East. 



'w'' 


23 1945 MARSHALL to COMGENCHINA info CINCAFPAC, CINCPOA .ADVANCE HQ . 

WARX 53670. 

Generalissimo has informed the President in substance as follows: 
"British have been notified that I agree to delegate authority to a 
British Commander to accept the surrender of HONGKONG and I will also 
designate a Chinese and an American Officer to participate there¬ 
in. British have been asked to effect necessary military coordination 
on operational matters with Wedameyer and the Chinese board of military 
operations." End of message from Generalissimo. 

Para. You will shortly receive a JCS directive on this. 

V 24 0146 CINCPAC ADV HQ to C0M7THFLT 

TOP SECRET. NDgTZ to KINK AID EYES ONLY . CruDiv 16 with screen has 
been assigned to you and action is being taken to send you a fast 
carrier division. The importance of the projected operations in the 
YELLCW SEA KOREA and north CHINA accordance my 210616 indicate the 
desirability of your shifting your flag into a CB or CA at early date 
and exercising tactical command of the North CHINA Naval Force leav¬ 
ing your rear echelon to follow in AGC. Request your views and 
estimate of timing. 

24 1053 CINCAFPAC to CINCPAC ADV HQ Info CQMINCH. WARCOS 

TOP SECRET . CX 36334 Prime Minister of Australia by urgent dispatch 
expresses the desire of his government to have Task Force 74*1 consis¬ 
ting of 2 cruisers and 2 destroyers proceed TOKYO BAY to arrive there 
before surrender August 31st stating that in view of the part played 
through the Pacific war by Australian forces in association with 
United States forces the government would be grateful if we would 
provide necessary facilities, including logistic support to enable 
this to be done. The force is now at SUBIC and it is stated would 
have to sail before AM 25 August and fuel at OKINAWA. The Prime 
Minister also stated that the government wished and Australian force 
to operate under an Australian commander subject only to SCAP. With 
your concurrence as to logistic support I propose to reply giving 
approval but stating that in order to avoid confusion it is deemed 
essential that the Commander Australian Squadron report to Com 3rd 
Fleet upon arrival. Your urgent comment requested. 
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24 0219 COM 3RD FLT to SCAP Info CINCPAC ADV HQ 


(Corrected Copy Below) 


HALSEY to MAC ARTHUR Info NIMITZ . Request statement of your policy 
concerning ray initiating on and after thirty first assistance and 
evacuation to FOWs located in any waterfront POW camps in TOKYO BAY 
area. 

24 1446 CINCPAC ADV HQ to CINCAFPAC Info COMINCH. WARCOS. COMBPnFT.FVF, PTP qh 
C0M5THFLSBT ' - 

TOP SECRET . Your 241053 concur. Will provide fuel OKINAWA and TOKYO, 
/24 2317 JOINT CHIEFS OF STAFF to MAC ARTHUR, NIMITZ info WRnTgMKVTO . 




o 


24 0219 


WARX 54514. 

Wane 47945 directed the occupation of KEIJO in KOREA as a 2nd choice 
upon recources available to the Pacific Commanders. Warx 43004 directed 
that, in accordance with the Presidents desires, arrangements would be 
made to occupy a port in KOREA. Warx 49334 requested analysis of your 
capabilities of securing JAPAN and also occupying a port in KOREA. Warx 
50181 directed MacArthur and Nimitz, after consultation with Wedemeyer, 
to furnish the best estimate of a time schedule for the occupation of a 
port in KOREA including an alternate port in case the Russians had occupied 
KEIJO. 

Para. While Stalin has agreed in a message to the President to re¬ 
ceiving the surrender of Jap forces as provided in General Order No. 1, 
there is no certain assurance that the Soviets will not continue their 
occupation movements southward in KOREA until such time as they meet 
U.S. forces. There are unconfirmed reports that the Soviets are planning 
movements south of the 30-08 degree line. 

Para. Request earliest possible reply to directive contained in 

Warx 50181 insofar as KOREA is concerned. 

—- —^ - o-e 

C0M3RDFLT to SCAP info CINCPAC ADV HQ . 


Halsey to MacArthur info Nimitz. Request statement of your policy 
concerning my initiating on and after 26 August assistance and evacuation 
to POWS located in any waterfront POW camps in TOKYO BAY AREA. 


25 0802 CINCPAC ADVANCE to COMINCH . 

Nimitz to King only. The value of the combatant ships of the Japanese 
Navy is extremely little insofar as the major pewers are concerned. Their 
nuisance value in the hands of the Chinese or certain other nations might 
be very great. The process of division can be very vexatious and com¬ 
plicated. Accordingly recommend that high level decision be made to make 
Japanese fighting ships available in JAPAN for technical inspection and 
then destroy them. 
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25 0803 CINCPAC ADV to COMSOPAC. OOMMARGHS info CINCPOA PEARL HQ. COMINCH . 

Nimitz to Hendren and Harrill info King . The resident commissioner 
TARAWA has asked COMMARGILS concerning plans for reoccupation OCEAN and 
NAURU. Due to the more urgent requirements elsewhere these islands have 
a relatively low priority insofar as the use of U. S. Forces is concerned. 

Para. Requests from British Commonwealth sources for information 
concerning plans to occupy ocean and NAURU should be countered by sug¬ 
gestion that those interested submit to COMSOPAC plans and proposals for 
accomplishment of occupation using British resources. 

25 1010 C0M3RDFLT to CINCPAC ADV info SUFRME COMDE FOR THE AT.T.TRD PfWTCR.q . 

SCAP 250608 just received. Still recommend approval ny 250935. 

^25 0813 C0M7THFLT to CINCPAC ADVANCE . 

Kinkaid to Nimitz only . Eves Only . Your 240148. My intention has 
been to command projected 7th Fit operations in KOREA and north CHINA 
with ny flag in ROCKY MOUNT. Date RFS ROCKY MOUNT has been advanced to 
1 September which will permit me to embark with staff in tine to join 
Amphibious Group departing OKINAWA for objective area. Believe command 
function can be exercised more effectively from AGO than from BB because 
of better communications and presence of entire staff. Present Plan. 
Minesweeper Group start sweeping channel through lin e 7 minefield on 
E minus 7 and start sweeping in objective area on E Minus 3. Covering 
Group for minesweeping operations composed of 2 CVE'S now assigned 7th 
Fleet plus CruDiv 6 and Destroyer screen. Fast Carrier Division upon 
reporting will be directed replenish then relieve CVE’S which will return 
to base to prepare for next operation. CruDiv 16 join and proceed to 
objective area with Amphibious Group. 

25 113S CINCPAC ADVANCE to SCAP . 

As a matter of urgency strongly recommend your approval Com3rdFleet 
250935. In order to expedite request your reply be to Com3rdFleet info 
CINCPOA. Your 250608 applies. 

25 1458 COMINCH AND CNO to CINCPAC ADVANCE info C0M5THFLT . 

From King to Nimitz and S pr uance . AP press releases here report 
interview with Spruance in which he questions the political wisdom of 
American retention of OKINAWA. It is probable that the United States will 
desire to continue the occupation and use of OKINAWA. In such event it 
is essential that the American position should not be handicapped or 
embarrassed by ill-advised expressions of opinion on such matters by 
high commanders in the field. Desire that you issue appropriate instruct¬ 
ions in regard to foregoing. 
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26 0822 CINCPAC ADVANCE HQ to COMINCH . 

NIMITZ TO KING ONLY . J 

Unless you see reasons to the contrary I plan to consolidate my 
my headquarters at Pearl as soon as the occupation of JAPAN is well in 
hand and to turn the command facilities at GUAM over to Commander 
Marianas to use and to maintain in readiness for such future use by 
CINCPAC as may be required. The processes of demobilization and 
rollup can be handled much better.at Pearl in close touch with the 
type commanders and with a United Staff. 

26 0829 CINCPAC ADVANCE HQ to C0M3RDFLT . 

NIMITZ TO HALSEY . 

I will shift my flag from South Dakota to Missouri about 0900 
on the day of the surrender ceremony and will shift it back to South 
Dakota when I return to that ship after the ceremony. To comply with 
instructions from higher authority it will be necessary that you 
transfer your flag to South Dakota after I return to Guam and then 
and then send Missouri to GUAM for my further use as Fleet Flagship. 

26 0128 CINCPAC ADVANCE HQ to COMGSNCHINA . J 
NIMITZ TO WEDEMEYER ONLY . 

Your 250820.' Marine Air Units are integral components of the 
Fleet Marine Force. Each Marine Amphibious Corps on the field has 
attached to it a Marine Aircraft Wing. It is not desired to operate 
Marine Amphibious Corps without such support. For operations in CHINA 
my Joint Staff Study contemplates a Marine Aircraft Wing to reduced 
strength. Your concurrence requested. 

26 0147 CINCPAC ADVANCE to C0M7THFLT info COMINCH . 

NIMITZ TO KINKAID INFO KING . 

Your 250813 does not indicate satisfactory compliance my 240118 in 
that is appears to contemplate delaying use of the naval forces avail¬ 
able to you until minesweeping starts and then to orient them entirely 
with respect to the movement of troops. 

Para. I do not consider that there is any air threat which require? 
use of Fast Carriers to cover minesweeping operations. There is ample 
access to YELICW SEA west of Mine Line 7. 

Para. My purpose in assigning to the 7th Fleet a Fast Carrier Div¬ 
ision, a Heavy Cruiser Division, the GUAM and ALASKA and their escorts 
is to establish in the YELLOW SEA immediately an impressive naval force 
which well in advance of the arrival of troops can occupy and control 
those waters and can by a timely show of naval force influence the 
general situation in north CHINA and the special situation near develop¬ 
ing as indicated by JCS 242317. See Sub Para A of 3rd Para ny 210818. 

Para. Expedite compliance ny 240118 using Cruisers initially and 
augmenting with Fast Cartiers when they arrive. Acknwledge. 
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26 0419Z SCAP to WARCOS FOR JCS info COMGENCHINA. CINCPAC ADVANCE. C0M7THFLT . 
COM7THPHIB. OOMGSN 24TH CORPS. j 

CX 36853. 

Reference WX 54514, also CINCPAC 250801 not to all or needed. The 
present plan is for the 7th Division to occupy KEIJO on 11 September. 
Conferences this date indicate that the initial movement of lightly 
armed troops, IE, APA and AKA, can take place leaving OKINAWA on the 
4th arriving KEIJO on the 7th. This movement will be followed with 
heavier equipment as rapidly as possible. This plan is being approved 
and instructions are being issued to COM GEN 24TH CORPS and others 
to execute generally as indicated. 

26 0748 C0M7THFLT to CINCPAC ADVANCE HQ info COMINCH . 

EYES ONLY. KINKAID TO NIMITZ INFO KING . 

Your 260147. Regret misunderstanding. ComVthFleet will shift 
flag into MINNEAPOLIS 27 August and depart Manila with CRUDIV 6 on 
28 August to be joined by CRUDIV 16 off OKINAWA for operations 
SHANTUNG-CHINWANGTAO AREA accordance SubPara A of 3rd Para your 
210818. Unless otherwise directed will turn over to Philippine 
Sea Frontier duties outlined ny 180140 as of 28 August. 

26 Aug. WARCOS to CINCAFPAC - COMINCH PASSES TO CINCPAC ADVANCE .J 
WAR 55315. 

State Department gives information that Russian foreign office 
have asked whether General Order Number 1 has been amended to include 
KURILES in area to be surrendered to the USSR. Secretary of State 
is replying confirming that General Order Number 1 has been so 
amended. 

Para. The foregoing is for your information. 

26 0531 C0M3RDFLT to CINCPAC ADVANCE . 

HALSEY TO NIMITZ . The introduction of Japanese PubInfos into the 
picture involves some security consideration which appear unacceptable 
from a military standpoint and unfair to Allied correspondents from 
the standpoint of censorship. From both standpoints I look with the 
utmost disfavor on enemy personnel being accorded the priviledge of 
visiting Amercan men of War or naval installations and urge that U.S. 
Navy stand on its security rigvts in resisting any such concessions 
nor or later. 
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28 0740 CINCPAC ADVANCE HEADQUARTERS to COMINCH . 

NIMITZ TO KING J 

Your 251540. Propose to send approximately following to Atlantic Coast 
ports under command Vice Adm. F. C. Sherman arriving Canal Zone about 10 
October. MISSOURI (BB 63 ), NORTH CAROLINA (BB 55), WASHINGTON (BB 56 ), 

NEW MEXICO (BB 40), MISSISSIPPI (BB 41), IDAHO (BB 42), NEW YORK (BB 34), 
RANDOLPH (CV 15), WASP (CV 18), ENTERPRISE (CV 6 ), RANGER (CV 4), MONTEREY 
(CVL 26), BATAAN (CVL 29), LANGLEY (CVL 27), BOISE (CL 47), RICHMOND (CL 9), 
CONCORD (CL 10), DESRON 25 and DESRON 23 less BRAINE (DD 630). All except 
MISSOURI allocated to LantFlt by your 251555 and would be transferred to 
CinCLant for duty upon arrival Atlantic. Missouri would return to Pacific 
upon completion visit. 

Para. Propose approximately following to Pacific Coast Ports under 
command Admiral Halsey arriving by Navy Day. SOUTH DAKOTA (BB 57), WISCONSIN 
(BB 64), INDIANA (BB 58). ALABAMA (BB 60), ICWA (BB 61), WEST VIRGINIA 
(BB 48), COLORADO (BB 45), MARYLAND (BB 46), ARKANAAS (BB 33), TEXAS (BB 35) 
TICONDEROGA (CV 14), HORNET (CV 12), SARATOGA (CV 4), BUNKER HILL (CV 17), 
BALTIMORE (CA 68 ), PITTSBURGH (CA 72), AMSTERDAM (CL 101), VICKSBURG (CL 86 ) 
TUCSON (CL 98), DESRON 6 l. 

31 0404 C0M3RDFLT to CINCPAC .AFLOAT - CINCPAC AFLOAT PASSES TO CINCPAC ADVANCE . 
HALSEY TO NIMITZ J 

Subject: Proposed operations in 3rd Fleet area of control. I propose 
the following. 

A. On receipt of adequate information from Japanese initiate Navy opera¬ 
tions to temporarily seize all minor Japanese bases for the sole purpose of 
taking possession of midget submarines, suicide craft, human torpedoes, and 
other naval installations and equipment. In each case appropriate arrange¬ 
ments to be made with Anny. Unless a general covering directive is received 
from you I will in each case report what installations and vessels Eire lo¬ 
cated and will request instructions as to moving same to YOKOSUKA, SINKING, 
or destroying. 

B. Will make general survey of 3rd Fleet area of responsibility and wil] 
then make recommendation as to the Establishment of inspection or visiting 
patrols or permanent guard for (10 groups missing - being serviced) 

CUFF will make specific recommendation concerning base development necessary 
for the support of the eastern control forces. 

31 0402 C0M3RDFLT to CINCPAC .AFLOAT - CINCPAC AFLOAT PASSES TO CINCPAC ADVANCE . 
HALSEY TO NIMITZ J 

Subject: Estimate and intentions based on current information and 
pertinent instructions from CINCPAC AFLOAT. I plan to institute the 
following measures. 

A. Immediately return officers and men in the fleet landing force who 
are attached to ships departing for overhaul on 3 September. 

B. Order into SAGAMI anchorage all ships due to depart from the western 
Pacific under vice Admiral Shermans command to pick up their landing force 
personnel and clear up fag ends. 
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(Cont * d ) 

C. Place remaining 3rd Fleet Fast Carrier forces under command of 
Vice Admiral Towers. 

D. Establish system of rotation for 3rd Fleet carrier task forces 
operating in EMPIRE waters. Forces not relieved at sea to anchor in SAGAME 
and TOKYO AREA. Separately after completion of fly fly operation will make 
recommendations as to strength of carrier forces required at sea to cope 
with Japanese situation. 

E. Upon receipt of your action on these recommendations will make 
reestimate of fuel and logistic support requirements with view to earliest 
release of surplus. 

F. Will at later date separately submit further estimates based on 
contemplated withdrawal of additional forces to west coast. 

31 1743 JCS to NIMITZ. MACARTHUR 

WARX 57808. ^ 

In view of the Division of responsibility established in the RYUKYUS 
by JCS 181409, JCS 100345 (Dec 44) should be interpreted as requiring that 
the Commander in Chief, U.S. Army Forces, Pacific assume responsibility for 
the supervision and utilization of shipping to Amy controlled ports of the 
RYUKYUS. 

29 2316 CINCPAC AFLOAT to COMINCH info CINCPAC ADVANCE HQ . J 
NIMITZ TO KING . 

Para 1. Your 282050. The following comments on CINCAFPACS C 10526 of 
28 August are based on my understanding that the RYUKYUS are located in 
the Pacific Ocean Areas and that certain positions therein were transferred 
to CINCAFPAC (NOT CINCSWPA) as stated in Victory 73 "To faciliate prepara¬ 
tion for and execution of OLYMPIC". 

Para 2. The realities of the situation are that as in the Marianas, 
Marshalls and elsewhere the surrender of Japanese held islands is best 
accomplished by the use of naval vessels and landing forces of minimum 
size. The Japanese forces if repatriated must be transported in ships. 
Islands which we do not need as bases do not need to be occupied by our 
troops in strength. 

Para. If the eneny held positions in the RYUKYUS are to be transferred 
to CINCAFPAC as soon as they surrender to CINCPAC it will be advantageous 
to have them surrender direct to CINCAFPAC. If the RYUKYUS are to revert 
to the control of CINCPAC-CINCPOA it will be better to have them surrender 
to CINCPAC. 

Para. It is feasible for CINCPAC to accept the surrender of the re¬ 
maining islands in the RYUKYUS. 

29 1755 JCS to NIMITZ. yJEDEMEYER. MAC ARTHUR . J 
■,VARX 56636. 

As a basis for interim operations and for future planning the JCS approv 
e the concept of operations on the CHINA COAST as outlined in CINCPACS 
210818 of August with exception of last para which should read: 

Para. "F. Prepare for occupation of TIENTSIN-TAKU and/or CHINGWANGTA0 
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and TSINGTAO or, alternatively if CENTRAL CHINA situation requires when 
forces are ready, occupation of SHANGHAI AREA. 

Para. Command arrangements for these operations will be as prescrib¬ 
ed in WARX 47945, 11 August 1945. 

28 1830 CINCPAC to SCAP info C0H3RDFLT. COMINCH. CINCAFPAC. OOMGSN 8TH ARMY . 

NIMITZ TO MACARTHUR INFO HALSEY . 

Cora3rdFleet 281101. In view circumstances outlined in reference urge 
that you immediately authorize Halsey to take immediate action to contact 
POW and to take such steps as necessary for alleviating their condition and 
moving them into American Jurisdiction. In order that the intolerable 
conditions outlined in reference may be corrected in minirmim time and to 
provide for possible failure or delay in communications Com3rdFleet is here¬ 
by authorized, if no reply is received from you by 1300 TOKYO TIME today, 
to initiate such local action as to FC&V as humanitarian considerations requi¬ 
re. 

28 1101 C0M3RDFLT to SCAP info CINCPAC ADVANCE . 

HALSEY TO MACARTHUR INFO NIMITZ . 

Swiss representative of international Red Cross now with CTF 31 anchored 
off YOKOSUKA reports many prisoners of war sick, 150 seriously ill in SHIN- 
EGAWA CAMPS hospital. All camps desperately in need of food. 200 aviation 
personnel in bad state at OMORI camp on the waterfront. The urgency of the 
situation is confirmed by extensive photographic coverage of POW CAMPS with 
prisoners waving to planes and signs "Food " on ground, by information from 
Japanese Emissaries that there are 6,125 allied prisoners of war in the 
TOKYO AREA of which 417 are bedridden, and by information obtained from 2 
British Marine prisoners who escaped from KAMAOMKI CAMP and where picked up 
by picket boat near SAGAMI WAN ANCHORAGE. All of the facilities under my 
command are available to you and to the Commanding General of the 8th Amy 
for the immediate extension of urgent care, assistance and evacuation of the 
allied prisoners of war in eastern HONSHU. I suggest that liaison officers 
of the 8th Amy be sent to me at YOKOSUKA in order that I may initiate and 
expedite this task in accordance with your policies. 

Para. I have immediately available in TOKYO AREA 3 hospital ships 2 
APDS, 30 doctors, 90 corpsmen, and clothing and foor far 3000 men. I will 
have available on the afternoon of 1st September in addition to above 2 LSVS 
2 APAS, 20 additional doctors and 60 corpsmen, food and clothing for 4000 
men. I have a tactical organization ready with all available information 
and prepared to act. 

Para. I propose for most expeditious action. A. To send medical assist¬ 
ance and food with Red Cross and Japanese Liaison to TOKYO BAY waterfront 
camps promptly reporting to COMGEN 8THARMY and to you on conditions found. 

B. To receive released DOWS on board hospital ships and APAS in TOKYO BAY 
for evacuation to points COMGEN 8TH ARMY directs. C. Send on 3 September 
with 8th Army liaison party 1 LSV, 1 APA with appropriate escorts and 
minesweepers to an east coast port in the SENDAI AREA to contact camps in 
that area extend medical assistance and evacuate to points COMGEN8THARMY 
directs. D. To establish transient hospital clothing and supply station^ 
for POW at YOKOSUKA for use as required. 353"' 
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Vice Admiral Forrest P. Sherman, USN 
Deputy Chief of Naval Operations, Navy Dept. 

L‘t. Gen. Gerow - Introductory Remarks. 

In the period between the two World 'Jars we gave very little consider¬ 
ation to the problems of combined or joint operations. Each service went 
about its own business as if decisive battles of future wars were to be 
fought independently by air, ground or naval forces. Consequently, when we 
entered World War II most of our officers were sadly lacking in a knowledge 
of the capabilities and limitations of their sister services. Jealousies 
between the services, shortages of funds, , lack of facilities, equipment and 
personnel had retarded training and a development of technique for welding 
air, ground and naval units into a smooth working, efficient team operating 
under a single command. During the progress of World ,,T ar II we learned this 
team work, but we learned it the hard way, after the fighting started. In 
order to keep alive this "know how" and to employ our techniques and to 
disseminate this knowledge to as many officers as possible considerable time 
has been allowed to this course to the study of air and naval operations, 
by these two forces acting alone and in coordination with the ground forces. 
To assist us in putting over this instruction the Chief of Naval Operations 
has very kindly designated several of Ms most distinguished and outstand¬ 
ing officers to address the class during the academic year. We are honored 
today in having as our first Navy guest- speaker, Vice Admiral Forrest fl. 
Sherman, Deputy Chief of Naval Operations, who will talk on the Navy in 
World War II. There is no officer better qualified to address the class 
on this subject. Shortly before v, orld War II and shortly thereafter he 
played a very prominent part in the-preparation of war plans for the opera- 

t 

tion of our naval units on all seas of the globe. After that assignment 
he was detailed as Commander of the aircraft WASP, and followed it in all 
its engagements until it was sunk by enemy action in 1942. In accord with 

l 

long standing Navy tradition Admiral Sherman was the last person to leave 




- 1 - • 


353 









the .ASP before it sunk, and swam for an hour and a half in the ocean, cor- 
ered with oil, until he was picked up by a rescue party. After he left 
the ASP ho was assigned as Deputy Chief of Staff of the Pacific Fleet and 
of the Pacific Ocean areas. In that capacity he participated and planned 
many of the operations that took place in this very very extensive area. 

It is a great pleasure for me this morning to introduce an old friend 
and a distinguished sailor and aviator, Admiral Sherman, 

Thank you. 

Vice Admiral Sherman Speaking — 

It is a very great privilege for me to be out here to visit this 
school. It is my first visit to Leavenworth and it is my understanding 
that the visits by Naval officers out here have not been as many as they 
should have been in the past. T 7e intend to take advantage of every oppor¬ 
tunity to increase the interchange of officers between our service schools. 
During the past year we have worked out a new organization of the 
National Military establishment and by legislative fiat have created a 
framework. That framework can be no better than the people in it, and we 
all look to the educational process to produce the people who will be a- 
ware, not only of their own problems, but of the problems of the other 
services, to make the whole organization work and work well. And it is 
in these principal service schools that in peace time a great deal of the 
progress will have to be made. 

I was asked to talk this morning about the strategic and tactical con¬ 
cepts of the Navy in ’.’orld Var II. The time available will not permit me 
to give you a consecutive account of the war in the Pacific and I do not 
think it necessary to inflict it on you,. This 'diagram (a Pacific wall 
board) will however, be of use in picking out examples of some of the ma¬ 
jor points that I would like to make. 

Looking back to the prewar years we were all brought up to understand 
that the purposes of naval forces wor~ really three. First, in peacetime 
to implement National policy and to further diplomatic action. In war to 
make sure that we have the use of the seas and that our opponents do not 
have the use of the seas, whether for military operations or for the move- 











1 ' 


n 

© 


o 


o 


o 






ment of commerce. Tho third great purpose of naval forces has always been 
to hinder or to support military operations on shore. Under that concept 
battle at sea by the naval forces is only a means to an end, and I think 
it is very important to bear that in mind not only in trying to interpret 
what has gone on in the past but in interpreting and solving our problems 
for the future. r ’c shouldn't let our concepts of naval warfare revolve too 
much around an enemy battle fleet and disposing of that enemy battle fleet 
as an end in itself. For example, after we landed in the Marianas, in the 
summer of 1944* the Japanese fleet came out and attempted to fly aircraft 
into Guam, a southern island, in order to strike our forces and our trans- 
ports that were Siapan. Admiral Spruance who was in overall command of 
that operation was then faced with two alternatives. One was to go after 
the Japanese fleet, hammer and tongs, the other was to bo a little more 
conservative and to give primary consideration to the security of the trans¬ 
ports and shipping at the objective area. He made his decision; he operated 
in such a way as to achieve his primary purpose which was to insure the 

landing of those troops and the capture of the Marianas. He also succeeded 

in destroying practically every Japanese airplane that flew. The results 

( 

obtained in sinking enemy ship)ii»g wcre not as great as they could have 
been if he had gone full speed after the enemy. But, on the other hand, 

the way he operated kept the other Japanese forces coming in from another 

direction from getting in on his transports. I gave you that as an example 
of the correct interpretation of tho purpose of that naval force. 

Back in the period between the end of tho Napoleanic wars and the be¬ 
ginning of 1T orld Var I, there developed a concept of naval strategy exempli¬ 
fied in the writings of Mahan, which placed great emphasis on the concen- 

lArt^ frCA-lUxdy So 

tration of naval forces at the key points. The tay naval forces actuated 
in part by the results of the naval concept which was general among naval 
officers and others concerned with the problems. Tho Germans appraised 
their naval problem as one which required tremendous concentration. They 
knew that they could not be strong every where, therefore they attempted to 
be strong in the North Sea. That in turn imposed on Britain the necessity 
for reducing the British Naval deployment around the world in order to in- 
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crease it in hone waters and to form what became the Grand Fl^et. So 
there resulted tv;* opposing concentrations with minimum deployment away 
from the vital North Sea area and the record of T 7orld T Tar I from a naval 
point of view is distinctive because of that great concentration of two 
very strong fleets opposing each other across a narrow sea and sparring 
for opportunities to win a decisive action. 

During the period between 'Torid ’Tar I and World ’Tar II all of our think¬ 
ing in our navy and to a degree in the navies of other countries was in¬ 
fluenced by that concept of having the strongest possible battle fleet. 

It resulted in our ovm training in the Navy being pointed toward fleet 

action, our preparations being pointed toward fleet action. For many years 

we had practically our whole fleet concentrated on the coast of southern 
California, which in terms of the distance from the western Pacific to the 
eastern Atlantic was strategically a mid-point. That strategic concept of 
concentration of forces and -training to bring about a great fleet action in 
the event of war after which you 'would gain control of the seas and all 
other things‘would be simple, extended even to the preparation of the forces 
for the minor aspects of war. 

In 1939 we did not have an amphibious force. "0 had not prepared 
and we had not trained for moving troops overseas and landing them against 
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opposition. Our anti-submarine forces were not as good as they should be, 
our reconnaissance forces were not adequate. \’u were prepared to fight a 
great fleet battle but we were not prepared for the day-in and day-out 
dirty work of naval warfare. 

T 7hen the war bega.n wc were still operating under the battle fleet 
concept. '7e had nearly the whole effective fleet in the Pacific concen¬ 
trated. The results of that you know. ’7e had too many ships packed in 
one port and wc lost a great many of them for the time being. That re¬ 
verse (Pearl Harbor) had one very useful effect in that it freed the 
"carriers and the task forces that were left to follow out a newer and 
better concept of fleet operations which was of the fast task forces 


G 


operating separately. 

The first phase of the war in the Pacific for the Navy was one of 
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establishing- and maintaining a line of communications*. After the with¬ 
drawal out of the Philippines into the Dutch East Indies, the loss of the 


Dutch East Indies, it was decided to hold Australia as a base for further 
operations. And to a predominately naval command, with headquarters at 
Fearl Harbor, was given the task of maintaining the lines of communication 
from Pearl Harbor to Australia. v !c had Pearl, we had Midway in our posses¬ 
sion, we had Johnston Island, which is about here, we had the island of Can¬ 
ton, we had the Samoa Islands which are down here. r . r e moved into Fiji. An 
Army task force at the beginning of the war was dispatched and occupied 

New Caledonia and from then on our carl 3 r naval operations were continued 

ay-hr t--i cLt-fJ- —" 

to hold that line. The Japanese, after their initial success, had their 

A 

holdings down to the coast of Now Guinea and they, in effect, had control 

of the Pacific out to this red broken line. In the spring, hay of 1942, 

it developed that the Japanese were going to try to extend their holdings 

down to the Solomon Islands and also to invade Australia. So we were 

forced then into defensive naval action in which we used the carriers and 

light forces available to stem that advance. -After one or two minor strikes 

by the carriers it eventuated in the battle of the Coral Sea in which both 

sides suffered losses. The Japanese lost the Shoho, we lost the Lexington, 

<=*- y <xt y 

but we, in effect, held the line there. Then/ as you all know, we moved 

A 

into the Solomons and there we engaged in a 'war of attrition for nearly a 
year. 

Going back to prewar strategic concepts. ’. r e had always visualized- 
amphibious operations as being conducted by the movement of troop convoys 



with the necessary transports and assault shipping, T 7e visualized being 
separate from any such movement what we called a naval covering force. In 
World T, ar I the grand fleet in the North Sea acted as a covering force for 
the first movement of the British Expeditionary force across the channel. 

In our own Spanish War the Atlantic acted as a covering force to cover the 
movement of our troops from the United States to Cuba.. The old concept of 
a covering force was that it interposed between the troop movement and the 
enemy fleet. 'Then we went into the Solomons wc did not do that. :c were 
short of forces and vie used our carrier task force in the imnedi"to support 
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of troop movement* , r e concentrated first in the Fiji islands where we held 


a rehearsal then we moved up to Guadalcanal all in one compact body. There /'"•s 
were no preliminary attacks; the assault came in at da.ylight, preceded only 
by an hour or two, by our air attacks, and it was all one compact force* O 

That was not the best way; we learned that the older concept of a separate 
movement was better and in all subsequent operations in the Pacific war we 


always used a naval covering force or a naval striking force which was 
separate from the amphibious movement. That concept is so important that 
I would like to develop the use of the covering force and the factors that 
control the timing of its use. The first operation over long distance at 
sea. was the assault on the Gilberts when with our air deployed in these 
three «i i pnorto we went in and took Tarawa and inkin. T Iell, our problem 
was to move ships all the way 1 down from Pearl Harbor to the objective and 
one oj. the strategic problems in a long ovcrscs movement was the fact that 


o 

o 


we had the tractor groups, the amphibian tank and the amphibian tractor, 
which had to be the first units to land. They had to be embarked in LST’s, 
which were all slow speed, and in a movement over a great distance that 
presented a difficult strategic problem because those units had to sail 
and bo at sea long before the 15 knot transport group with the great ma¬ 
jority of the troops. The significance of that is that the timing of the 
first strike by our carrier task force had to be early enough to give co¬ 
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ver and protection to t e movement of that slow tractor group so that 
■the latest time at which we could begin the air attack on an objective was 
the time when our tractor groups, which were relatively defenseless, would 
come within striking distance of the enemy air ashore* That point is not 
well Understood and it has lead to some conjecture as to the type of pre¬ 
liminary operations that we conducted. So that one of the prime considera¬ 
tions in the use of our carrier task force to cover an amphibious operation* 
wa.s that it had to strike early. 

The next consideration was that instead of merely deployin in rea.di- 
ness for action wherever we landed in the Pacific, with this well developed 
network of Japanese air bases, we always had to use our carrier task force 
for two purposes. One was to beat doivn the enemy air which was within 
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striking distance of our amphibious assault and the other was to give direct 
support to the amphibious assault. 

Cur first prime objective in our centra.l Pacific campaign was to get 

into the Marshalls, However, if we had gone into the Marshalls as an 

initial operation we would have had enemy air bases here on this flank, we 

. ^ 

would have had the air bases at Eniwetok and tei eolap on that flank and this 

whole mass of bases in the central Pacific. So we landed here as a first 

A 

operation to take these out. Then for the Marshalls assault we used our 

• • 

carrier aircraft to smother Eniwetok, which was the only base within reach 

of the objective area. Our actual landing was 91 at Kwnjclein so that our 

carriers had the strategic task of denying any enemy air operations from 
A . 

Sniwetok, r 'otje, flaleolap .and Jaluit all of which were in enemy hands. 

In planning that operation then we had to have our carrier task force 

arrive and begin its eng.agemcnts at about the time that our low speed trac- 
» 

tor group was in this position on its way down to Kwajelein. Actually we 
did that by moving the carriers all the way around and coming in from this 

^ )C\l, d# txjiv t\C ^ 

direction in order to develop, a certain degree of surprise. Having gotten 

A 

on station then, about four days or five days ahead of the assault, they 
had to operate continuously from that time until the assault took place. 

Then there developed the other requirement of clos~ air support for the 
troops that wer.- landing which meant that these same aircraft operating 
from the same carriers ?/hich were moving out at sea at high speed had then 
to be passed to the control of the amphibious commander and later to the 
control of the troop commander after he was ashore. So, starting in that 
operation and going on through the war in the Pacific we developed the 
tactical requirement that the same mass of aircraft would have to first 
be the striking power of the covering force^ then bha».aa/no.=*WLi*©i , ^ft would 
have to shift to direct support of '’.n amphibious landing and eventually be 
under the control of the commander of troops on shore. That took a good 
deal of doing. v .’e went through a groat many growing pains. But it was a 
well worked out and functioning system at the end of the war.. 

After we took an air bas- there then developed another r-quirement for 
the carrier task force, which was to continue to give a.ir cover and air 
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support to tho position ashore until fields could be activated and our own 
shore based air flown in. In the Solomons action we made the mistake of 
pulling out toe soon. 7e withdrew the carriers on tho morning of the third 
a ... . Incidentally, the amphibious commander and tho troop commander had 
said they only wanted them for one day. ‘.e stayed an extra day and pulled 
out on the third day and it turned out not to be long enough. But at that 
str ' g0 °I thc ;var WG didn't have fueling systems worked out, wc didn't have 
the replacement aircraft, or the spare pilots to keep going. But toward 
the end of tho war we found that we had to be prepared to keep the carriers 
on station until our shore based air had been moved in and was functioning. 
So those are the major requirements in the duration of the sustained 
carrier operation*. It had to begin early enough to give security to the 
approaching amphibious force, it had to continue long enough to cover the 
establishment on shore until shore based air could take over and during the 
course of this period it had to be sufficiently flexible so that it could 
be shifted from a plane strike mission in strategic support of the operation 
over to a close support, detailed pinpoint troop support operation. 

Another consideration which governed our operations of carriers through¬ 
out tho war was that each one of these preliminary covering strikes had to 
be placed properly in the light of the next operation ahead. For instance, 
after we wore established on shore in the Marshalls, Admiral Spruancc took 
tho carrier task force battle ships and cruisers out west and made the first 
strike on Truk. This was a form of strategic support which took tho pres- 
sure off -this completely. As soon as he got back in from Truk we 

took Sniwetok and then in order to get photographs and information on the 
Marianas, about which we had known nothing since the beginning of the war, 

we turned them around and sent them up to strike the Marianas, which -.gain 
Ma /i 

was protecting this -a g s * because it hit the Japanese right in the pipe-line 
through which they would have to reenforce t&is-aroa, and at the sane time 
got us the information wo needed with which to make a decision on the next 
operation. Until wo got the results of those two attacks in support of the 
Marshalls operations we lacked tho photographs and the data on which to 
decide as between Truk and the Marianas. 
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operation of the covering force 1 „ connection »ith the 

nr up to “■ Duripg th ° ^ in -—- on „ 

: spring ° r ** ^ UP .c 

IV f ; ““ " ^ « - «. «L, 

radius of tneir own fighters in order th-t fh» 

order th-.t they would have their land 

oleV ! r " ” th ° lr lMdingS - '" th ““ — augmentation 

W I ^ tH ° " * — « « — f a point .here „e 

could sustain the operations of th« n . 

p i -lions of tne fleet mere r-aoirilv 

ble r i- -Pidij than we could assent- 

in tl.7l7 F —'' - flying of any move 
T „ " ^ ’ " J1 ° ^ ‘° b ° " “-at before „ moved froo 

“ P *° KraJel01 "’ — - - Kwajelein to the Marianas 

" 7 d ^ ^ - 003 , get them Zoning, a„ d got ’ 

. ‘ ^ — - - - — — U .3 effective. So, il .J t0 

77" n ° 0t bUSy " **“ ^ « — * covering aM supporting 
the landing at Hollandia.. The fom of 

oU PP°rt which was arranged 

y a conference down in Brisbane w--s for + h* 

. , rj the Carricrs t0 raove all the way 

" 1J ^ d ° llVOr StrikG thGrC * Thc reas <* for the selection of 

Vir 1 ” “ rSt t0 CUt th2t ~~ ° f or Japanese air ' 

Seconi to get a very nice bag of Japanese cruisers and de- 

whaoh »,o„ ld glvo direct protection to the development of those bases 
back here. 

That operation was successful -„.i 

ucccssful and as an additional dividend on the 

way back to the base the carrier task fom 

T . * ‘ f ce moVGd ovcr and attacked Truk. 

was always a prime consideration in our n^val on 
, , . * Ur naval operations in the Pacific 

° S rikG th ° ^o-panese positions in the iy n d-tes fr n ti 

' tos frequently enough to keep 

them from becoming safe b^sos a t. 

• p ’ ' interfering with the operations along the 

New Guinea coast. During the early da vs in th - 

* • y S in thu Solomons we had not been 

•° - d ° * ** «*■* Cll during thc Solomon cam- 

Pii g n we were regularly and consistently worked over by Japanese forces 

coming down from the Kandatos, delivering attacks on the Guadalcanal pesi- 
tion and then withdrawing. 

The next major operation was the movement into the Marianas and that 
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was. accomplished the summer of 1944, primarily to give us . a base area 
from which we could strike Japan proper. The .results of that I need not 
go into but they we re very decisive. Following thv, seizure of the Marianas 
we worked on down into Palau. General MacArthur's movement into Moritai 
took place the same day under cover of heavy strikes on Mindanao, following 
which the carriers ranged north to develop information .and also reduce 
Japanese strength in the Philippines as a whole. There again the princi¬ 
ple was the same, strike the place from which interference might come and 
also get information and third keep, up the pressure and continue to destroy 
enemy aircraft. 

From then on the pattern, the use of that force, had been pretty use¬ 
fully established: In general, always to reach out, conduct preliminary 
strikes, fall back, give direct support to the landing, then move out again. 
The times when we had failures, and we had them, were usually due to mis¬ 
takes in preliminary planning, over-optimism op the part of the construc- 

/ 

tion people and the shore air commanders as to the date by which they could 
be ready. Over-optimism in the.Guadalcanal operation was responsible for 
•seme of our initial reverses. Over-optimism as to the time ivhcn the shore 
based air force could ta.kc over was responsible for, not b^.d results, but 
disorderly results in our initial landings in the Philippines where at 
one .time the carriers were turned loose and then had to go back, ''ell, 
we should have planned to keep them there all the time but the over¬ 
optimism on the date by which the fields in Leyte -would be operating was 
due to the fact that the aircraft photographs did not show the mud -and 
bad terrain on which we were planning to build fields. 

As the war progressed it became necessary to plan on getting into 
Luzon. That was a very interesting plan because the preliminary features, 
the support of the operation involved so many different headquarters. There 
w3 jg five theaters, or the equivalent, represented in the preliminary con¬ 
ference which took, place in Hollandia in New Guinea one or two days after 
we landed in Leyte. Thm China theater was represented, the India-Burma 
Theater, the southwest Pacific , the central Pacific and the 20th Air force, 
so we had five signatures on the coordination plan for that show. And the 
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supporting > measures ranged all the way from B 29 attacks on Japan to strikes 
by the carriers along the south China coast, strikes against Formosa, 
strikes against Okinawa, the attacks from our own Amy aircraft in the 
southern Philippines against Luzon, bombardments of Iwo Jirna by ships based 
in the Marianas. These all had to take place and they were all part of the 
overall concept of using naval forces, long range air forces, to give the 
best possible strategic support to a. difficult landing, and then shifting 
the mobile naval units to clos- support as rapidlj' as possible. That 
worked out very well and we then were ready for further and even, more 


% 


difficult objectives. The landings in Iwo Jima and Okinawa as far as the 
over all strategic concepts presented no new features. The Japanese fleet 
had been more or l~ss destroyed but we still had this fundamental necessity 
for a fleet to support the landings, and to cover the landings, in its own 
offensive operations. Actually although we had no enemy fleet left that is 
where we took our greatest damage in the Pacific, As I recall it we had 
323 ships I think it was, put out of action in that three months and at 
that period of the war the major feature which governed all of our opera¬ 
tions, strategical and tacbical, had gotten into one of simple arithmetic. 
v Jo used to keep throe curves, one was the numbers of Japanese aircraft 
considered to be operational,.another was the daily volume of Kamikaze 
attacks. The other curve, to appropriate scale, was the availability of 
light escort vessels. As long as our curve of availability of ships 
stayed above the slope of the one of Japanese aircraft we felt that wc 
would be successful. 

Those are really the salient features of the strategic concepts govern¬ 
ing the use of our major naval forces. In our planning for the future we 
are giving primary emphasis to keeping in being the basic units that a.re 

AW* 


' 


needed to make war under the concept w*wrv, you can separate naval strat- 
egy from air strategy. You cannot separate either ene of them from 
ground operations. 7e arc keeping an amphibious force, we are keeping a 
carrier striking force, wc arc keeping an anti-submarine force for the 
protection of lines of communications., ".'0 are keeping a submarine force 
to cut enemy seas communications and 'C are keeping the cruisers, dc- 
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stroycrs and gun fire ships that it takes to make them all go. 

Looking ahead at the broader aspects-of naval strategy and naval 
deployments we can sc>- that as time goes on^an ! up until the time when 
any possible opponent creates a concentrated battle fleet, our naval 

operations will be distinguish^by avoidance of concentration because our 
only requirement is to be able to oppose an enemy force with something 
stronger, and to the demand that wo be 'ble to deploy our forces so that 
we can meet our responsibilities and achieve success with a smaller total 
strength. 

Another problem that we have had is to so deploy our fleet and so ad¬ 
just the use that we- make of the personnel and funds that we have so as to 
carry on our training with greater emphasis on joint training. I would 
say that in our operations today about 50% of our training is associated 
with joint training or training of civilian components rather than merely 
training internally in a fleet of the type we maintained before the war. 

Those arc the high points and I would be very glad to answer ?.ny 
auestions that anyone wishes to n sk. Before closing I want to again ex¬ 
press my gratification for the privilege of*appearing out here and my hope 
that this interchange of instructors, students and visitors between our 
service schools will increase in the future. 
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The dispatches included in Book Eight are selected 
dispatches concerning the period 30 December 1941 to 30 April 
1942 (numbered in lower rirhthani corner 500-550 incl.), and 
dispatches pertaining to the Battle of Midway, 
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file, 1 June'-30 June 1942. (.’.'umbered C042-00C2.) 

(5) A set of dispatches from Cominch "Operational" 

Scaled Secret file, 1 June-30'June 1242. 
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the ‘source and extent of information contained In the dispatches 
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their present form. 
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NO ENEMY SURFACE FORCE* lltHTED IN THE MIDNAY AREA TODAY X BELIEVE 
HE 18 CONTINUING HIS IITHDRANAL AND AH CHASING *ITH SUBMARINE FROM 

MIdNAY AREA AND ATTEMPTING TO INTEROEPT ■ITH RETURNING FROM 

PATROL X AS REPORTED IN MIS 07075t NHICH *AS SENT TO YOU SPRUANCE 

II PROCEEDING EAIT FOR FUEL AFTER NHICH I PLAN TO SEND HIS FORCE 
NORTH X OTHER REINFORCEMENT* FOR THlOBIlD AS SEPARATELY REPORTED X 

THE BB REPORTED GUTTED AND ABANDONED BY COMMANDER IASI* FORCE 1* 18 
SHONN BY PHOTOGRAPH TO BE MOGAMI CLASS CRUISER X A “NUMBER OF SUB¬ 
MARINES ARE BEL I EYED IR THE OAHU MIDNAY AREA X SARATOGA GROUP NITH 
EXTRA PLANES LEFT THIS MORNING TO MEET SPRUANCE X PARA X BESIDES 

REPORTED TRANSPORT LAST NIGHT THERE NEKE 2 CONTACT* «ITH ENEMY 
AIRCRAFT REPORTED IR THE ALEUT IAi AREA I. 
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TASK FORCE# SIXTEEN AND SEVENTEEN RENDEZVOUS IN POSITION S4 QUINCY 
SI AT 19 HOURS OCT IJ JUNE X SARATOGA FI Y AIRCRAFT BOMBS AND PERSON¬ 
NEL :o Enterprise and hornet as directed by ctf i4 to bring these 

st practicable strength bearing in mind that sara- 

- - ‘NIlHMEgT AND THAT ENTERPRISE^ARj^ 


TlO CARRIER8_T0 ( BE 


W>lAiM X RADIO 8IIERC€ 

ALSO TRAN8FER 10 CTF 14 ALL COPIES OF TF 8 ORDERS AND INFORMATION 

■ORDEN AYLIIN MONAGHAN KA9KA8K 
IF LISTED ABOVE 


NAGHAN KASKASKIA LESS DESTROYER ESCORTING Pi 
■ ■) PROCEED TO PAM THROUGH POINT BLOl LAT 

NORTH LONG 178*11 MIT AT |4|| OCT 13 JUNE AT NHICH 
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TASKFOft 14 •ILL PASS UNDER THE COMMAND OF CTF 6 REAR ADMIRAL THEO¬ 
BALD I HO MAY JOIN AT ILOI IF HE DESIRES X UNTIL ASSIGNED ANOTHER 
TASK BY OTF • THE TASK OF TF 14 IS TQ SEEK OUT AND DCSTROY ENEMY 

FORCES IN THE ALEUTIAN AREA AND EXPLOIT ANY FAVORABLE OPPORTUNITY 
TO DAMAGE tN| EN 
CTF 8 THE TASK 0 


EMY ENROUTE X AFTER TF 14 PASSES UNDER COMMAND OF 
F BOTH FORCES IS "DESTROY OR DRIVE OUT ENEMY F0RCC8 


" the aleuti an-a^asnan_area"_x_tf^i|^rear admiral fletche|_saratoca 


SSTORIA PORTLAND SANDI 
MAHAN SMITH PRESTOR AF 


MORRIS RUSSEL MU8TIN ANDERSON LAFFEY 
R COMPLETION OF PLANE TRANSFERS RETURN TO 
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ACTION AT MIDNAV DOPE NOT INCLUDED HERE IN X INDICATION MARCUN 
BEING USED AS REFUELING POINT FOR AIRCRAFT ENROUTE TO IARC 
AND MARSHAL^ X OUR NOTH X CON FIRST AIR FLEET SHIFTO FLAG Tt 
NAGARA A FROM 100# TO 14001/7 IT IF NUNMARIRti 23*30 107*30 X 
24-30 lb8-30 X 30-40 177-15 X 44 171 X ALL NORTH AND «8T 
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• SECRET 35 LJO 
PRIORITY 01 


—--- CABLE U PLAIN 

YOUR 060342 NO OBJECTION X NOW CONFIRMED THAT GUTTED 
AND ABANDONED SHIP 13 MOGAMI CLASS CRUISER WHICH SHOULD 
BE SUNK I THREE OF OUR SUBS ENROUTE THERE X DO NOT 

BOMB THEM 


060444 


SENT AT 0655/6TH/M* 






















































YOU* AND 171534 X THOUGH MY £7*32? COUTEMPLATED EMPLOYMENT I 
Of SARAT&GA IN NORTHERN AREA DECISION ARRIVED AT IN MY ?8042? »A8 , 
MADE BECAUSE HAZARD TO ONE CARRIER NOULD BE UNDULY HIGH AND BE¬ 


CAUSE SARATOGA AIR GROUP REQUIRES MORE TRAINING X CONTINUED STR¬ 
ENUOUS EMPLOYMENT FOR THE T10 CARRIERS INVOLVED MUST THEREFORE# ! 
BE ACCEPTED X SARATOGA •ILL FURNISH PLANES AS NEEDED TO TASK FOR® 

ii AND 1 ILL THEN RETURN TC PEARL TO REPLENISH AND FERRY AIRCRAF T [ 
TO MIDI AY AND THEN COMPLETE TRAINING X FITCH MILL COMMAND SARA¬ 
TOGA TASK FORCE X FLETCHER »ILL BE GIVEN A REST AND PROBABLY TAKE! 


hasp group x through oversight 
OF SANFRAMCI SCO ON 5TH IAS NOT 
MILES NEST of THAT PLACE TODAY 


BELIEVE vovt OF BATTLESHIPS OUT 
REPORTED TO YOU X THEY ARE lMl 
AND IILL BE AT SEA AVAILABLE FOR 
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EVENTUALITIES UNTIL THEIR RfTURN VIA §ANPEDRQ ON 
(•LAND II ||TH T 
NILL IE USES TOR 


TH X LONG 
I RETURN HE 

UNTIL REQUIR- 


ED TO ASSIST KITTYHA1K AND HAMUONDSPORT IN AIRCRAFT TRANSPORT X 
ADDITIONAL AVC'S ASSIGNED SILL UNDOUBTEDLY BE VERY USEFUL IUT 
INCREASING ENPLOYUENT OF M'S IN ADVANCED AREAS DEPENDS UPON IN¬ 
CREASED STRENGTH IN REGULAR CARRIERS FIGHTING AIRCRAFT AND DES¬ 
TROYERS 
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THERE ARE GOOD INDICATIONS THAT ORANGE SUBMARINES HAVE BEEN 
ORDERED TO SEAhCH FOR AND ATTACK OUR FORCES RETURNING TO PEARL X 
RDF PLOTS 8H0t JAP SUBMARINES ON BEARNING8 AND DISTANCES FROM 
MIDNAY X ONE X ONE HUNDRED AND THIRTY FIVE DEtREES ONE HUNDRED 
AND FIVE MILES X ONE X ONE HUNDRED AND TNENTY FOUR DEGREES THREE 
HUNDRED FIFTY MILES X ONE X EIGHTY ONE DEGREES T»0 HUNDRED NINETY 
FIVE MILES X PRESENCE OF MORE SUBMARINES 6EVREEN MIDNAY AND 
OAHU 8U8PECTCD 
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PRESENT SITUATION REQUIRES TASK FORCE 16 BE IXIMX SENT OTHER 
AREA X WHILE BELIEVE NO IMMEDIATE ATTACK THREATENS MIDWAY WE 

CINNOT TAKE ANYTHING FOR GRANTED X FROM COCPAC ACTION MIDWAY 
INFO COMCARPAC (ADMIN) COM 14 COMPATWJNCV 2 X WILL INCREA8E 

NUMBER MARINE SCOUT BOMBERS MIDWAY AS SOON AS PRACTICABLE X 
REQUEST NUMBERS AND MODELS SCOUT BOMBEftf NOW REMAINING THERE 5 

X ABOUT 18 JUNE WILL FLY OFF SQUADRON ARMY PURSUIT PLANES 
FROM CARRIER FOR TEMPORARY DUTY MIDWAY UNTIL R£LJEVEL IN 

ABOUT 2 MONTHS ST MARINE FIGHTING PLANES X FURTHER DETAIL! 

THIS PLAN LATER ’ 
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OUR OWN SUBMARI' F CUTTLEFISH REPORTS THAT SHE PASSED THROUGH AREA 
2S-52 N 173-18 E*.ST AND THAT THE A D E A FOR SEVERAL SCUARE WILES 
WAS COVERED WITH WRECKAGE FROM LARGE SHIP EQUIPPED TO HANDLE 


planes x nothing was afloat within thirty miles x para x this is 
almost save posit that task fofce sixteen reports lea/ing an 

ABANDONED and GUTTED CRUISER X PARA X CN TUESDAY MNE JUNE SEND 

PLANES TO SEARCh THAT AREA CAREFULLY OESERVE WRECKAGE TO ATTEMPT 
TO RECOGNIZE ANYTHING THAT WILL ESTABLISH IDENTITY OF SHIP X REPORT 
RESULTS SEARCH TO CINCPAC ON RETURN! OF PLANES 
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THHEE PLANES UY 082133 BURNED 8IDNAY X HAD ARRIVED 
VICINITY OF TARGET TOO LATE TO ATTACK BEFORE DAYLIGHT 
MADE SECURITY IMPOSSIBLE X FOURTH B-24 «ITH CENTnAL 
TINKER ABOARD FEARED LOST ABOUT 40 SINUSES AFTER TAKE 
OFF X SPECIAL SEARCHES TODAY AND TOMOaROR 
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Hit INFORMATION INDICATES P08SISLE OBJECTIVE MY 090747 AND 
YOUR 081VA3 NOT LEFT AFLOAT X CUTTLEFISH SEARCHED AREA 


IN NHICH GUTTED CA NAS REPORTED AND FOUND SEVERAL SQUARE 
MILES COVERED NITH IRECKAGE FROM LARGE SHIP OR SHIPS EQUIPPED 


TO MANDtE PLANES X AM CONTINUING SEARCH OF GENERAL AREA AND 
* ILL ENDEAVOR TO OBTAIN AT LEAST IDENTIFYING EQUIPMENT 
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YOUR I ILL ENDEAVOR COMPLY 

HIGHEST sOARTERS fOULD REJOICE IN SALVAGE OF 
ENEMY COMBATANT VESSEL FOR MORALE AND PUBLICITY 
PURPOSE! \ 
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NAVY DEPARTMEH’ 
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EXTENSION NUMBER 2992 


ADDRESSEES 


PRECEDENCE 


-r 


from COMINCH ' 

z 

o 

u 

CINCPAC 
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RELEASED BY ... 
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DEFERRED 

DATE 1942 ^ ^ 

TOR COOEROOM 
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*— 


PRIORITY 
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ROUTINE 

OECODED BY 

o 
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DEFERRED 

PARAPHRASED BY 
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- 
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indicate by asterisk ADORESSEES FOR WHICH mail delivery is satisfactory. 

IS 2 1^ d 

UNLESS OTHERWISE INDICATED THIS OISPATCH WILL BE TRANSMITTED WITH DEFERRED PRECEDENCE. 


2ED-S 


ORIGINATOR FjLl IN DAT E ANO TIME 
TEXT 


___DATE_ 

PAGE 1 Of 3 


TIME 


GCT 


IN GENERAL AGREE YOUR 140639 WITH THESE COMMENT* COLON COM 14 
142138 AND INDICATED DATES DEPARTURE STRONG ENEMY UNITS FROM EMPIRE 
WATERS LAST WEEK MAY CREATES THE PRESUMPTION OF OFFENSIVE STARTING 
FROM TRUK 15 TO 20 JUNE AND LASTING MORE THAN ONE MONTH X WITH THIS 
LENGTH OF TIME AND PROBABLE NAVAL SUPPORTING FORCE OF 4 BB 6 TO 7 
CV 6 CA 4 CL NUMEROUS DD PLUS STRONG SHORE BASED AIR IT SEEMS 
PROBABLE THAT NOT ONLY MORESBY BUT ALSO EITHPR NE AUSTRALIA OR 
NEW CALEDONIA AND FIJIS MAY BE OBJECTIVES X SINCE MAY 12 THERE 
IS AN APPARENT SHIFT IN PART OF PLAN WHEREBY EXPEDITIONARY FORCE 
FOR CAPTURE MIDWAY MAY LEAVE GUAM SAIPAN ABOUT 24 MAY SUPPORTED 
BY AT LEAST CARDIV 3 X THIS MAY BE FOR ELIMINATING MIDWAY AS SUB 
R EFU ELING BASE AND ALSO TO DIVERT OUR FORCES AWAY FROM SOPAC X 
ALASKA IS ASSOCIATED BUT NOT CLEAR TO WHAT EXTENT X HOWLAND AND 
BAKER MAY BE OBJECTIVES PRESENT OPERATION INSTEAD OF NAURU AND 
OCEAN X WAR DEPT APPROVED NOT SENDING PURSUIT PLANES TO CANTON/ 

SEALED -S ECRET < 
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INDICATE BY ASTERISK ADDRESSEES FOR WHICH MAIL DELIVERY IS SATISFACTORY. 


UNLESS OTHERWISE INDICATED THIS DISPATCH WILL BE TRANSMITTED WITH DEFERRED PRECEDENCE. 


ORIGINATOR FILL IN DATE AND TIME 


DATE 


TIME 


7i£' 70 

GCI 


TEXT 


PAGE 2 of 3 


\ 


ON GENERAL EMMONS RECOMMENDATION X I AGREE PURSUIT SHOULD 3E 
THERE BUT THEY MUST COME FROM HAWAII GARRISON PARA TODAYS 
REPORTS FROM SOP AC BASES GIVE MORE FAVORABLE VIEW THAN YOUR 

AS ZJ 15" 

DESPATCH a TO FEASIBILITY OF SHORE BASED AIR OPERATIONS X 'THIS 
YEAR ’WE CANNOT HAVE ENOUGH AIR THERE TO ENSURE EACH ISLANDS 
SAFETY UNLESS SUPPORTED BY AIR FROM OTHER ISLANDS NEARBY AND 
ALSO BY FLEET UNITS X THEREFORE ESSENTIAL‘WE INAUGURATE AT 
ONCE A SYSTEM WHEREBY AIR CAN PROMPTLY BE FLOWN FROM AUSTRALIA 
AND HAWAII TO ANY PART OF THE REGION X THE IMMEDIATE SITUATION 
THERE SEEMS SO SERIOUS THAT I REGRET YOU PREFER NOT TO EMPLOY 
YORKTOWN AND LEXINGTON PERSONNEL ASHORE AND I BELIEVE AT LEAST 
YOU SHOULD SEND TORPEDOES TORPEDO CREWS AND TORPEDO PLANE 
PILOTS TO FIJI AND NSW CALEDONIA IF IT IS POSSIBLE TO USE 
TORPEDOES ON ARMY MEDIUM BOMBERS X PARA X ALSO REGRET TASKFOR 16f 
MOVEMENT TO FORWARD AREA LED TO ITS DISCOVERY BY ENEMY X 

V SEALED 


a i " ?;</o 
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UNLESS OTHERWISE INDICATED THIS DISPATCH WILL BE TRANSMITTED WITH OEFERRED PRECEDENCE 
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DATE 


TEXT 


PAGE 3 of 3 


TIME 


GCT 


RESTRICTIONS ON MOVEMENT TASK FORCES MY 272058 APRIL ARE 
TEMPORARILY REMOVED X PARA X YOUR PARA 9 IN VIEW STRONG INDICATION 
THAT PAR MORE THAN CAPTURE OF MORESBY IS INVOLVED IN PROBABLE 
ENEMY OFFENSIVE SOPAC DESIRE YOU CONCERT PLAN WITH MACARTHUR 
AND INFORM ME AS TO ITS NATURE X 
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COMWESTSRNSEAFRON 

INDICATE BY ASTERISK ADDRESSEES POR WHICH MAID OELIVEBY IS SATISFACTORY. 1 ^/3 

2.1 n qo ^ 

UNLESS OTHERWISE INOICATEO THIS DISPATCH WILL RE TRANSMITTED WITH DEFERRED PRECEDENCE- 

ORIGINATOR Fill IN DATE AND TIME date TIME 

TEXT 1 C 


DEFERRED 


2813 


UR TWO ZERO ZERO ONE FOUR THREE WHICH HAS BEEN PASSED TO DOC 


C OMWE STERNS EAFRON 


X PROSPECTIVELY STATE OE ELEET OPPOSED INVASION WILL EXIST UNTIL AND IF 
INVASION IN FORCE OF KODIAK OR CONTINENTAL ALASKA BECOMES IMMINENT X 

hereby 

TO PREPARE FOR THIS ARMY AND NAVY AIR UNITS IN ALASKA ARE DIRECTED TO 




FORM TASK GROUP OF NORTHERN PACIFIC FORCE UNDER ARMY AIR COMMANDER 
PAREN GEN BUTLER PAREN WHO WILL REPORT TO COMMANDER NoRTHERjm PACIFIC 
FORCE PAREN THEOBALD PAREN FOR THIS PURPOSE W HEN BIRECTE D-B Y LATTER 
UPON HIS ARRIVAL ALASKA THEATRE X COMMAND RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN REMAINDER 
ARMY FORCES ALASKA AND NORTH PACIFIC FORCE TO BE HY MUTUAL COOPERATION 
CMA THEOBALD DEALING WITH CG ALASKAN DEFENSE COMMAND PAREN GEN BUCKNER 
PAREN X CONSULT COMALSEu AS TO METHOD OF COMMUNICATING BETWEEN NAVAL 
UNITS AT SEA AND ARMY GROUND AND AIR FORCES X FOR BETTER COORDINATION 

Recommend exchange of liaison officers between Theobald and butler x 

ARMY CONCURS X CONSIDER AN ADDITIONAL SQUADRON OF TWELVE WEST COAS'J‘ 

IMMCO/ATIElY o,oiijc tz>i7^l TWEHVi PWb 

PBY SHOULD BE MADE AVAILABLE ALASKA TO y 6>| H <- iv " ' 
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FOLLOWING AMPLIFICATION ESTIMATE MY ONE SEVEN T..0 TWO T„0 ZERO PARA 

ONE DEPARTURE DATE OF TV.ENTYSEVEIM MAY FROM GUAM SAiPAN Or MlDV.AY 

OCCUPATION FORCE INDICATES LANDING ATTACK MIDWAY MAY BE SCHEDULED 

NIGHT OF TV,0 DASH THREE JUNE YOKE X I ASSUME QUOTE N DAY UNQUOTE 

IS THREE JUNE AND THAT CAnRIER AND GUN ATTACKS MAY BE INITIATED ONE 

JUNE X THIS WOULD SEEM TO PRECLUDE PRIOR CARRIER RAIDS ON OAHU X 

CO. iPOSITI ON OF i<HD*,AY ATTACK FOnCE NOW SEEMS TO BE FOUR FAST 3B OF 

3ATDIV TilREE X SIX CA OF CkudIVS SEVEN AND EIGHT X DESROnS TWO AND 

X ik.kja.~o 

FOUR X CARDIVS ONE AND TWO POSSIBLY PLUS ZuIKAKU PAKa TWO LAST 

/\ 

FUELING DATE OF T..ENTYSIX MAY AT OMInATO INDICATES ATTACK. On Ui.AJ^SKA 

CAN ALSO BE .MADE ONE JUNE X CO ..POSIT TUN NURThE.cN ATTACK FORCE NOV. 

BEEXEVED TO BE FIVE CA OF CHUDIVS FOUR AND FIVE X CARD1V THREE 

POSSIBLY PLUS ONE CV OR XCV X THREE DEZDIVS OF DESRON ONE PARA 

THREE SLIGHT ADDITIONAL INDICATIONS OF SUPPORT BY FIRST FLEET UNITS 

PARA FOUR ASSUME YOU ’. ILL SUPPLY COMNORV.ESTSeAFRON AND COMALSEC WITH SUCH 
INFORMATION AS THEY AND ARMY AUTHORITIES NEED TO KNOW 

^ SEALED 

/ J v 

f ^\ Make original only I)**!: % er t» cnmmun *>•.>» r in j*i r-nn -..a*- ti "M \ N U f*.* 0005 




















NAVAL MESSAGE 


NAVY OEPARTMEN 


DRAFTER F-l EXTENSION HOMIER 2992 ADORESSEES PRECEDENCE 


from CO,.iINCIQ _ . ^ 

X 

o 

u 

oc 

o 

CINGPAC 

prioL&XXXXXX 

ROUTINE 

DEFERRED 

RELEASED BY V )/j 

date May 25. 1942 

tor coderoom 

x 

o 

¥- 

z 

oc 

o 

£ 


PRIORITY 

ROUTINE 

DEFERREO 

OtCOOCO BY 

PARAPHRASED BY 


INDICATE BY ASTERISK ADORESSEES FOR WHICH MAIL DELIVERY IS SATISFACTORY. 


2S ii is' Cc fi 

UNLESS OTHERWISE INDICATED THIS DISPATCH WILL BE TRANSMITTED WITH DEFERREO PRECEDENCE 


OR IGINATOR FILL IN DAT E AND TIME DA T E _ ==== ^ TIME __ GCT 

TEXT 

INFORMATION CONTINUES VO CO1-1FIRK MY Tv 0 ONE ONl. NIwF THRhF. ZERO AS TO 


CO .POSITION AND OBJECTIVES OF' Ena. Y TaSK FORCES TJiOUGh COMFOURTFEN 
TV 0 FOUR TV 0 ZERO ZERO SIX SUGGi. TS' NORTHERN FORCE .vlAY BE FilRoUTE 


KISKA Ri-.TH: R THAN UNaLA.. a A PARA TV.O PriAS/. OF i.iOON NO DOUbV HAS SUGGK.STFP 
TO YuO POSSIBILITY* THAT INITIAL ATTaCa.s ON .<iI1A AY ..AY OCCUR ANY TIME 

DURING WIGHT IF \.FaTHIR PER ITS X SEE COjwFOURTT-.EN ONE EIGHT ONE NINE 
ZERO LFRO X I PHi.U.TJ You HAY STa.IIuNLB LOOKOUT PARTIES ON OUTLYING 

ISLANDS SUCH AS KURD PEARL AND ItR IS BOGOSLOF ETC AS PART OF' AIR 
RAID V iJswINO NET aS E L .Y y-Y USE T;.L. ; I. l.y NDf aIEOR-i FT GUIDE POST'S 

PARy. TrREI BELLCOlikEM T-0 T. 0 j.O TiRE.i Tv 0 LIGHT I SUGG-S.T THAT 
LINF OF HwF.viY SUB. Aiil.'U f ..j Y IL. SA.VluwrL TO V.LsTV ARD REPEAT V -STV ARD 

Of OAHU RiiTh- R TnAN TO AA. T . «l\b PAiv/- i OUr. UPi'lAV V 0 FOUR ONE NINE 
TKRl.i KO I.aLICy Ti.S uNNEON. AY +*.u PRU.iISCUOUS- Us.i Is BEING ..aLE 

Oi i . i 10 ULJ... .J.u.n To .-«j Y P RTICUfaj.LY In CONNECTION '• IT'H 

Pi./..E . OV .... /» i j.’I SFCiul-Y OF YuUR i uTIEj. Li.pf.OY .cNT ..»Y TTiUS 

; • Cu. PRO.il. FI X IF PRaCTIC . LlKr. Tils. CONTINUE IT IS INEVITABLE 
•| ' jj..T 'j :J; i.y.V . j LY V x.'J/ *G- . uu. C. 0. uUi. i»L. T I.ir OR..U.T AUi. \ ILL i RY 


UP 


T 


y : ,,y ...' ri.Li.Y alt: j. .ii. t c ical plans 


F-l_ 

F-01 


r 


f-oo v: \ 


y 


15EALED 



01 


nr 

- O 


Make original only. Deliver to communication watch officer in person. (See Art. 76 (4) NAVKEfiS.) 
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NAfrAL MESSAGE 

orafhr F-l 


NAVY DEPARTME’ 
EXTENSION NUMBER 2992 ADORESSEES 


ERCCEOEN'E 


1 

irom COMINCH 

ac 

o 

CINCPAC 

PRIORITY 

i ]/, 

j ftltASCD BY 

►— 


ROUTINE 

a. 

o 


DETERRED 

DtTr 5/29/42 



f 

TOR COM ROOM 

o 

c^tf r 

PRIORITY 

j i 

lx otcnoit by 

«* 

3 

a. 

CTF n 

ROUTINE 

A 

! g_ PARAPHRASID BY 

ar 


DEFERRED 

30YJ 


INOICAH BY ASTERISK AIIORfSSEES FJR WHICH MAIL DIHVIRY IS SATISl ACTORT. 

3o O O-g'O 

UNLESS OTHERWISE INDICATED THIS DISPATCH Will Rf TRANSMITTED WIIM OETERREO PRlCEOINCC 


ORIGINATOR IIU IN DATE ANO TIM'. DATE TIME 

TEXT c f ~ & (d C c K 3c )3 ^ r PAAEJIO^JL 

FOLLOWING ESTIMATE CONTINUATION f.F ONE SEVEN TWO TWO TWD ZERO AND TWO ONE ONE 

NINE THREE ZERO PARA OIE IT JS REASONABLY TELE CO’El RUED THAT PRESENT ENEMY 

SOO<JIE1 Pfrt. 

CAMPAIGN IS AGAINST MIDWAY AND THE ALEUTIANS AND NOT AGAINST OAHU NEST COAST 

FfrUT*b 

OF UNITED STATES OR SOPAC -Jt.THE MIDWAY OCCUPATION i'ORCE ESCORTED 3Y PART OF 

DESRON FOUR LEFT SAIPAN MAY TNEITTYEIGHTH G~«SE AND PLANS ARRIVE MIDWAY JUNE 

FIFTH YOKE THUS JUNE FIFTH IS ASSUMED AS QUOTE N DAY UNQUOTE 

X -THE MIDWAY STRIKING FORCE IS BELIEVED TO HAVE LEFT ARIAKE RAY NIGHT OF MAY 

TXNTY3EVENTH GEORGE AND PR03A3L' TELL ATTACK MIDWAY DURING LATTER PAR 1 ' OF 

PWftTHftEE LEFT 

1JISHT OF JTE.-E TWO DA.CN TIIRE' 2 THE ALE’E 1 LANS FORCE IS BELIEVE TO HA\r/OUINATO 

MAY TNENTYSIXTH EWOftPN WITH CONVOY AND ESCORT OF DESTROYERS AND C" LIGHT 

L i - - S 

CRUISER PROCEEDING AT ADO AT TEN KNOTS X/IT COULD ARRIVE KISK.A LAY AHIRTYFIRST 
OR JTRTE FI: ST YOKE ’TIN!! 5 ~'.’Z 3ADL V TIMED AS "FFC?.T AM DIANA SION THEREFORE 

I cons: ier ~r. should .asset unalaska as the ort'ctive :z> that air attack 

MAY .TELL OCCUR 3F" VENN MAY THIR7Y0NE AND JTJTT THREE Y01T A!3 LA!TING ATTACK 

riT-.r :: june c:r jlnd four m~ 7. fi-rpose of at lack on la-aarliar than midxy 


r.cr 


Vy 


SEALED -SE CRET 


Maki* original only. Pi-lm r f •» rnmni'MiicMt" * r 1 • • f*i» « r i > p* nhi 
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NAVAL MESSAGE 


NAVr DEPARTMEN' 


ORAETER F~1 EXTENSION NUMBER 2992 ADDRESSEES PRECEDENCE 


Mom COMINCH 

RELEASED BY __ 

date 5-29-42 

EOR ACTION 

CINCPAC 

PRIORITY 

ROUTINE 

DEFERRED 

TOR CODE ROOM 

z 

o 


PRIORITY 






s 


ROUTINE 

OECODfO BY 

ae 

o 




X. 


OEFERREO 






INDICATE BY ASTERISK ADORESSEcS FOR WHICH MAIL DELIVERY IS SATISFACTORY. 


UNLESS OTHERWISE INOICATEO THIS OISPAIC H WIL L BE TRANSMITTED WITH OEFERREO PRLCEOENTf 
ORIGINATOR FILL IN DATE ANO TIME _ OATE TIME 


GCT 


TEXT 


page no. 2 

faML 

MIGHT 3E EFFORT AT DIVERSION PARA WCAN HOT ENTIRELY AGREE YOUR T710 EIGHT TTO 

A 

OIIE FIVE THREE STILL BELIEVE ALEUTIANS STRIKING FORCE COMPOSED OF Tin: NACIII 


PLUS CRUDIVS FOUR AND FT/E TOTAL FIVE CA ONE OR TTO CL REMAINDER DE3R0N 01.13 
NOT ESCORTING COiA'OY CARD TV THREE OF TEC SMALL CV PLUS XCV OR XAV SUBRON ONE 
AND AIRON TWENTYTHHEE X CONSIDER MIDWAY ATTACK FORCE COMPOSED OF BATDIV THREE 
OF FOUR 93 CRUDIVS SEVEN AND EIGHT OF SIX CA SEVERAL CL ALE OF DE3R0N TVX) AIR) 


REMAINDER DESRON FOOT NOT ESCORTING CONVOY CAHDIV5 01 El AND TEX) OF FOUR CV 
AND SUBRON FIVE X BELIEVE ZUIXAKU WILL EITHER FOR." PART OF THE STRIKING FORCE 
OP. WILL JOIN CONVOY AS ESCORT ON JT n ~ FIRST GEORGE ^ NO FURT”"R INDICATIONS 
OF SEAPLANE ATTACK ON OAHU 


SEALED -SErCRErT 


3 7 1 9 7 


Make original only. Deliver to communication watch officer in person. (See Art. 76 (4) N A\ KFX.S.) 
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NAVAL MESSAGE 


NAVY DEPARTME 


EXTENSION NUMBER ADDRESSEES PRECEDENCE 


CINCPACJINDEFINITE CALL) 

FROM 

Z 

COMALSCO 

NONESTSCAFRON 

PRIORITY 

RELEASED BY 

►— 

U 

-X 

(X 

COMSUBDIV 41 
NESTSEAFROR 

®^UTINE 

23 MAY 1042 

OATE 

O 

Ate 


DEFERRED 

231113 

TOR CODEROOM 

Z 

o 

OPHAY 

NASHVILLE 

comdespac 

■•PRIORITY 

mutch irson 

DECODED BY 

►— 

Z 

OC 

ROUTINE 

HUTCHINSON 

PARAPHRASED BY 

X 


OEFERREO 


INDICATE BT ASTERISK AOORESSEES FOR WHICH MAH DELIVER’T ISUTI SIAn OR j^^ pace t or 

ROUTED-ADM. EDWARDS 23*425 OCR 2*36 


UNLESS OTHERWISE INOICATED THIS OISPATCH WILL BE TRANSMITTED WITH OEFERREO PRECEDENCE. 


ORIGINATOR FILL I N PATE AND TIME 
TEXT 


TIME 


GCT 


V 


THIS IS DISPATCH BRIEF NY (CIICPAC) OPLAR 28-42. 

NORTH PACIFIC FORCE ORGANIZED AS TASK FORCE 8 PACIFIC FLEET, UWEH 
REAR ACHIRAL THEOBALD. TASK GROUP3,1 -NASMf ILLE, STLOUIB, HONOLW.N, 
INDIANAPOLIS, LOUISVILLE. 2- CASE, REID, OR IDLEY, MCCALL, 

HUMPHREY, KIRS, SARDS, RATH BUR BE AMD DCSDIY 82, USB HATFIELD 
F HATERS. 3- CHARLCSTOH, ORIOLE, PATROL NINE SHEEPINO AKD COAST 
GUARD CRAFT ASSIGNED ALASKAN SECTOR. 4- SUBDIV 41. 

5. CASCO HILLIAMSOH AMD HAYY AND ARMY AIR UNITS II ALASKA. I 

INFORMATION THERE ARE IMDICATIONS THAT JAPANESE PLA1 AMPHIBOUS \/ 
OPERATION TO SECURE ADVANCED BASES IN ALEUTIANS, COMMENCING /J? 
ABOUT 1 JUNE, NITH FORCE EXPECTED TO INCLUDE 2 OR 3 CARRIERS! 

5 OR 8 CRUISERS, ABOUT 18 DESTROYERS, 8 TO 1* SUBMARIBES, PLUS 
TRANSPORTS AMD AUXILIARY CRAFT. 

COMMORTHPACFOR DEPARTS PEARL 22 MAY IN REID TO ARRIVE KODIAK 
27 MAY FOR CONFERENCE NITH CAPTAIN PARKER COMALASKAN SECTOR 




/ 


4~ 


SEALED -SErCRE 

Moke original only. Deliver to communication watch officer in person. (See Art. 76 (4) NAVREGS.) 0 3 J 3 


s 7 l 1 7 


















































o 


NAVAL MESSAGE 


ORAFTER 


EXTENSION NUMBER 


NAVY OEPARTME' 


ADDRESSEES 


PRECEDENCE 


INDICATE BY ASTERISK ADORESSEtS TOR WHICH MAIL 

230425 NCR 2030 PACK 2 OF 3 

UNLESS OTHI R WISE INDICATED THIS DISPATCH WILL BE TRANSMITTED WITH DEEERRED PRECEOENCE. 

ORIGINATOR FIU, IN OATE ANO TIME 


DATE 


TIME 


GCT 


TEST 


QEMCftAL BUTLER UNITED STATES ARMY COMMAND INS ALASKAN ARMY AND NAVY 
AIR AND GENERAL BUNKNER COMMANDI HQ ALL OTHER ARMY FORCE* 41 
ALASKA. NASHVILLE IS EXPECTED TO ARRIVE DUTCH HARBOR TO FUEL 
ABOUT 26 MAV, THENCE TO KODIAK. STLOUIS CASE 3J*a0tl> ARRIVE COLB 
BAY 30 MAY HONOLULU,INDIANAPOLIS , LOUISVILLE, ORIDLCV, MCCALL 
ALL COLD BAY BY 6 JUNE. 

COMMAND RELATIONSHIP GENERAL BUTLER 18 A TASK GROUP COMMANDER 
ORDER COR5TA8KFOR 8. LATTER AND GENERAL BUCKNER FUNCTION BY 
MUTUAL COOPERATION SO LONG AS STATUS FLEET OPPOSED INVASION 
OBTAINS GENERAL TASK NORTH PACIFIC FORGE IN COOPERATION WITH 
ARMY OPPOSE ADVANCE OF ENEMY ON ALEUTIAH-ALASKAN AREA, TAKING 
ADVANTAGE OF EVERY FAVORABLE OPPORTUNITY TO INFLICT STRONG 
ATTRITION. TASKS COMPONENTS DEPART NORMAL BASES AND PROCEED 
WITH ALL POSSIBLE DESPATCH TO ALASKA, CRUISERS AND FLEET 
DESTROYERS AS DIRECTED BY SEPARATE DISPATCHES, UNITS FROM 
MORTHOESTERN AND TCSTERN SEA FRONTIERS DISP03ED INITIALLY / 


SEALED S~ E€REY - 

Make original onljr. Deliver to communication watch officer in person. (See Art. 76 (4) NAVREGS.) 


MOM 

X 


PRIORITY 

RELEASED BY 

*-» 

* 


ROUTINE 

OATE 

o 


DEFERRED 

TOP COOEROOM 

X 

o 


PRIORITY 

OECODED BY 

►— 

■< 

Z 


ROUTINE 

1 

PARAPHRASED BY 

w 

£ 


DEFERRED 


O'JiO 


I mu 






















































NAVAL MESSAGE NAVY OEPARTME 


0**rrtR EXTENSION NUMBER ADDRESSEES PRECEDENCE 


FROM 

z 


PRIORITY 

RELEASED BT 

>— 

(J 

■< 

Ct 


ROUTINE 


O 

u. 


DEFERRED 

DATE 




TOR CODEROOM 

Z 

O 


PRIORITY 


P- 



OECOOEO BT 

Z 

oe 


ROUTINE 


£ 


DEFERREO 

PARAPHRASED BT 





INDICATE BT ASTERISK AOORESSEES TOR WHICH MAIL OELIgJ0{jgyr:S|jllgHI R E04l 

230425 NCR 2036 PAGE 3 OF 3 


UNLESS OTHERWISE INOICA TED THIS 01 SPATCH WILL BE TRANSMITTED WITH 0 EfERREO PRECEDENCE. _ 

ORIGINATO R FILL IN DATE AND TIME__ _DATE T IME _ GCT 

TEXT 

AS DIRECTED SY COUALASKAN SECTOR,, SUBMARINES AT DUTCH HARBOR o 
AIR AS DIRECTED BY GENERAL BUTLER 0 LOGISTICS , FUEL AMD 
,. PROVISION! TO CAPACITY PRIOR DEPARTURE,, NAVAL TANKER COMET WITH 
05,000 BARRELS FUEL ARRIVES KODIAK 30 MAY, AND GUADALUFE WITH 
85,000 ARRIVES 23 UAY„ LIMITED FUEL AVAILABLE ALASKAN BASES, 
COMMUNICATION PER PAC 70 EXCEPT TASK GROUPS 3d AND 3o2„ FREQUENCY 
PLAN 4 EXCEPT THAT UNITS ?!0T LINKING COilTASKFOR 3 DIRECTLY ALSO 
GUARD TASK FORCE COLANDERS FREQUENCY, 8„4 GUARD 3270 KCS AND 


?JPi* FOX AS PRACTICABLE,, 3,3 AND 8„5 A3 ARRANGED BY C3MALASKAN 
SECTORo LATTER ALSO GUART 4205 SCRIES, CIMCPAC GUARDS 4205 SERIES 


AMD CONTROLS MPK PRIMARY FOX FDR RELAYS, USE ZONE ZERO TIME, 


CWALASKAN SECTOR DELIVFR TO GENERALS BUTLER AND BUCKMER AMD TO 
KODIAK AND DUTCH HARBOR, ACTIOW ADDREESES INSURE DELIVERY ALL UNIT, 
FOf! WHICH THEV ARE RESPONSIBLE, 


ACTJONoooCO:." INCH (2 COPIES) . 

fiECOnD COFYaon C OF S ARMY {1 COPY) Aiouf invl tmp pipt PFt>UAW 
SHOT: TO,..VICE CNO, • • • o o SUB CNO.-..SAPT CARY(0P3£)o„*DMC CAPT REDwAw 

SEALED 



Make original only. Deliver to communication watch officer in person. (See Art. 76 (4) NAVKF/iS.) 
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NAVAL MESSAGE 


NAVY departme; 


DRAFTER 


EXTENSION NOMIER 


ADDRESSEES 


PRECEDENCE 


FROM CINCPAC 

X 


PRIORITY 

RELEASED IT 

H* 

a 

ac 

COM INCH 

ROUTINE 

RRRR 

DEFERRED 

°*T£ - 25 MAY 1Q4P_ 

o 

TOR CODFROOM 1 i/ (f, 7 

X 

o 

COMWESTSEAFROf' 

PRIORITY 

DECODED IT J IRRS/T l(TBQ 

►- 

s 

ae 

Km 

PARAPHRASED IT 

w 

X 


DEFERRED 


INOiCATE IT ASTERISK AOORESSEES FOR WHICH MAIL DELIVERY IS SATISFACTORT. 

250641 45?S 

UNLESS OTHERWISE INOICATEO THIS DISPATCH WILL IE TRANSMITTED WITH OEFERREO PRECEDENCE. 



P ■4T' 


ORIGINATOR FILL IN DATE ANO TIME 
TEXT 


DATE 


TIME 


GCT 


COMTASKFORCE EIGHT 250004 (WHICH FOLLOWS) I REPEAT I 
CONCUR X THE SUBJECT DISPATCH IS X v,UOTE X FROM COM- 
TSSKFORCE EIGHT TO CINCPAC FOR ACTION AND TO PASS TO ALL 
ALDEES X INFO COM INCH COMWESEAFRON COMALSEC PP COMALSECS 
231835 (FOX 726 ) X SUBMIT MAXIMUM CONCENTRATION AVAILABLE 
MAINLAND BASED NAVY PLANES AND LARGE CONCENTRATION OF SIM¬ 
ILAR ARMY PLANES ALONE CAN ASSURE DECISIVE TACT I CAL RESULTS 
X WITH ADEQUATE STAFFING BASES THIS IS OUR FIRST OPPOR¬ 
TUNITY FOR DOMINATING AIR STRENGTH IN ALL TYPES AGAINST 
THE ENEMY ^ A TEMPORARY LESSENING OF DEFENSIVE DISPOSITIONS 
ON THE '.VEST COAST SHOULD OFFER CHANCE OF QUICK FAVORABLE 
DECISION IN FOR££ WHICH WOULD PERMIT EARLY RETURN OF PLANES 
TO MAINLAND DEFENSE STATIONS AND WOULD FURTHER DEFENSIVE 
SECURITY OF WEST COAST IN BEST POSSIBLE MANNER X UNQUOTE 


V>A 

^ SEALED 


r* 


9 7 19 7 


Make original only. Deliver to communication watch officer in person. (See Art. 76 (4) NAVREGS.) 
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NAVAL MESSAGE 


NAVY DEPARTMf 



0 




DRAFTER 

EXTENSION NUMBER 


ADDRESSEE! 

PRECEDENCE 


FROM 

COMINCH 

z 


CIiviCPaC 

PRIORITY 

pppp 

RELEASED BT 

A_. ——lL --w- Z i J J, » ^ ' ■ 

*— 

u 

"ex 



ROUTINE 


OATE 

may . 

o 



DEFERREO 


TOR CODEROOM 

z 

o 

c 

of S AR..IY 

PRIORITY 

ppppp 

DECODED BY 

*— 

ex 



routine 




z 



DEFERRED 


PARAPHRASED BY 








INDICATE BY ASTERISK AOORESSEtS FOR WHICH Mill OEIIVERY IS SATISFACTORY. 

I > - *• J 

UNLESS OTHERWISE INDICATED THIS DISPATCH WILL BE TRANSMITTED WITH DETERRED PRECEDENCE 


ORIGINATOR FILL IN DATE AND TIME 


DATE 


TIME 


GCT 


TEXT 


4 


KOh YOUR ADVANCE IN KOrSlATlUN RE ARMY TnaVTnTiVE PuANo MY 121950 X 

BIGHT 

;L RMY PLANES NOV ENROUTS Alic.TR/JL.IA III Be. DIV RT5.D As FOcLOV.5 

A/yO { ' _ ' 

HEAVY THIRTEEN NDDIUM BOBBERS TO SUVA T.Hi'■ j uNN iu.DJ.tr.tM ‘’"J NEW 
Y 




CALEDONIA ONE KEGL.iENT ANTlAlRCk -.FT NO. OAHU IL.L D- S' ENT SUVA AN! 
A 

R- PLACE BY ONE Rt Ul'-tENT FROM V.LST COAL T IltH IN TURN ILL BE 
REPLACED BY REG I •■LENT FROM EAST CuA. T a Gi Vr.hAL. hsuuiVb . IuL Br 
iREO'i'ED PKOVIDt AR’.Y Air. HEAI „U.'JM LKS 3SBV AND NECESSARY GROUND 


Si 
%» 

. w p-’Rt ONNEL FOR AA. ;Y c „'U..DhO.\J X At . uKi uVLRY PuS; IblE As; L./i/UMCE 

i : : BY NAVY Ii.UA.u-/IiYG A1 J BY GROUND UnEV.S AND Ri.LI-.F PILOTS ruOM 


»< 'v . 

v -» V 




r rC Y 

u., ,. 


LE.vINGTOH AND YukXToLN AS AV.iIa.AHLE X All.! I. TO G:.T TdEEE UNITS 
L.TO POSITION BY LiY TV.uyTY FIFTH Uu AS SUuiy apT..KV.arD ju Pus. iouE 
H/Jua l.u .. 1-' RaO Ii.u’i.KA‘1 iVE TuAT n’l .uT POSSIBLE . AT"K LO..u>IKrOP>vC 

C on* * 

L.JIABLINH CO ...AND ALL SHORE BAB'-.D AIR i*uhC: S • UPAC MF GET FATE 

Q QA4M A 

.-.IK -''I .D I OPERATING CONDITION Vm A... GET JP .. ERUA'l a I'tlh I.AiJ 

AAivliiG Si.'la.. T.iituu'vliOUT IcSAayDS TiIAT ARE Oui aR 00j-. CONTROL 
INOukPGnATCNG In IT PREtr-.T Au.-.'i a-MAi* tu.. -<E. yuWi 

..ViUdlNG PEKSOi'iiYEL /’ l J ■ ' Ut. 

SEALED SECRET 

Mike oriin>ul only. Deliter locrtinniunicalion Hatch oflicer in person. ("«*cAn 76'1) NAVKMiS.) 0 ) 
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NAVAL MESSAGE 


NAVY OEPARTME' 




i rom MjQW 


X 

o 

£ 

?=» 

CINCPAC 

p p pPRIORITY 



RELEASED BY 

\ WkkA^ 

QC 

O 

w 

. * 

DEFERRED 

DATE 

i, 

TOR CODEROOM 

Z 

o 

»- 

l 

o 

u» 

Z 

COMGENHAWDET 

CofS ARMY 

(PPP PRIORITY 

ROUTINE 

DEFERRED 

OCCODEO IT 

no. 

PARAPHRASED BY 


INDICATE IT ASTERISK ADDRESSEES FOR WHICH MAIL DELIVERT IS SATISFACTORY. 

— *X Mil/ 

„ 211345 

UNLESS OTHERWISE INDICATED THIS DISPATCH WILL BE TRANSMITTED WITH DEFERRED PRECEDENCE. 


F-Z & 

f. Ol 


2. m" 


ORIGINATOR FILL IN DATE ANO TIMj^ 
TEH 


DATE 


TIME 


GCT 


OCCUPATION ESPIRITU SAI'ITO BY MEANS RECOMMENDED IN YOUR 
TWENTY TWENTY TWO TWENTY ONE APPROVED WITH UNDERSTANDING 
ARMY IS NOT PREPARED TO FURNISH ADDITIONAL TROOPS FROM 
UNITED STATES X CONSTRUCTION OF AIRFIELD IS NOT BELIEVED 
ADVISABLE UNTIL PROSPECTS OF REENFORCEMENTS MORE FAVORABLE X 


MINOR PREPARATIONS FOR USE AS A SEAPLANE BASE APPEARS DESIR¬ 
ABLE X CHIEF OF STAFF CONCURS X CINCPAC PASS TO GHOKMLEY V 


' ?■ 




< 


' / 






/ v . •j 




SEALED SECRET^ 

0 [ 

Make original only. Delirer to communication watch officer in person. (See Art. TB («) NAVREGS.) 








































NAVAL MESSAGE 


NAVY DEPARTMEN 


ORAETER EXTENSION NUMBER AODRESSEES PRECEDENCE 


' 11 / * 

FROM 

RELEASED BY 

DATE - • ’ 

z 

o 

u 

«* 

ac 

o 

w 

1 . - 1 .,J 

r ■ >p -v 

PRIORITY 

ROUTINE 

DEFERREO 




r i i 

TOR CODEROOM ^ , , A _ 

Z 

o 

1 Ji; |»». * K 

* PRIORITY * 

. T~ ' If Li 

s 


ROUTINE 

DECOOfD BY . 

o 




£ 


DEFERRED 

PARAPHRASED BY 





INDICATE BT ASTERISK ADORESSEES fOR WHICH MAIL DELIVERY IS SATISEACTORY. 



UNLESS OTHERWISE INDICATED THIS DISPATCH WILL BE TRANSMITTED WITH DETERRED PRECEDENCE _ 

TIME 


ORIGINATOR FILL IN OATE ANO TIME 


DATE 


TEXT 


, - .. . t c; 7 ” -T | ,*l ■» lEFf'C i'; : 

- • ’ ,i- |u r >i Fl 

. .... I*.. 1 « • ' v ^ 


r-r -v l 




■ye. 


* ! Tif't 


GCT 


V. “Jr. ..IrO.ARr A - REPE/TEL ATT/ Gl.. yK ENEMY f ; |* 

„7 T Lv.-I oK MA Fu.rtTM LCC« L. T CT - /.TTAt!: 1 T. 

-COR r jHTERG SEVt'.TYt IX CCCL'l - r .tENTYTMFFi T.f".' 

PLANED. HGriTivF FVE.VY l-' 3E f L'NK T H'j DESTROYER: 

FOUR TUGS UR DUNHOATS OMF ?.;,<* bHP. BEACHED AN! cUNA 

ONE LIGHT CHu I : ER. VERY 6ADLY DAYAGE r POSSIBLY SUNK. 

ONE NINE r HO05AND TON A^IPU VICTOR ONE CARGO /.FIRM K' f ’ ; . 

BADLY I; AM A TED ONE .. IGHT CPU! CF ONE TRANSPUT. SPIT 

DOV.M FIVE r EA PLaNER. OUR LOSSF" ONE TOMF’U PlA.'.E AND 

TWO FIGHTERS LOFT RETURN INC TO FHM- OT'.ER PLANES FL l r;,! T 

I'AMAGE FROM /ATI . IFCRAFT FIFE. OLD TASK FJR'.T i; PLU 

CHICACO AND -EMIL'S "TAPTE~ FOR ATTACK M XT OF MAY 3 ; iD 

3EFORE RENDEZVOUS t> ■ Th n A''F FITCH DELAYED BY ' 'ELI’."- 
fil • JC'- - ; NLA. i'N i A ENG IN f ATI IL PLANE 

SEALED SECRE T 

Make original only. Deliver to communication watch officer in peraon. (See Art. 76 (4) NAVREGS.) 
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NAVAL MESSAGE 


NAVY DEPARTM F 




o 




DRAFTER 

EXTENSION NUMBER 

ADDRESSEE) 

PRECEDENCE 

FROM 1 D ■' • 

z 

JOrTASKFUn Id 

rASKFOR 1? 

PRIORITY 

RELEASED BY 

o 

< 

<r 

R 

OATE O F' Y i' 1 r'i 


DEFERRED 

TOR COOFROOM J"K- * 

. £23 

Z 

O 

do:/ 1 NCH 

PRIORITY 

DFCODFD BY Pui.TTI 

/ US H 

►— 

Z 

QC 

30MTASKUNIT A.4.1 
3LI.1S. VIE'.PACFQQ 

whiR^RR 



£ 

DEFERRED 

PARAPHRASED BY 






INOICATE BY ASTERISK ADORESSEES FOR WHICH MAIL OELIVERY IS SATISFACTORY. 

CCR 3Z5KZ 

UNLESS OTHERWISE INOICATEO THIS OISRATCH WILL BE TRANSMITTED WITH DEFERRED PRECEDENCE 


ORIGINATOR FILL IN OATE AND TIME 


DATE 


TIME 


GOT 


TEXT 


FROM Cl NCI-AC 

AFTER ARiIVfsL OuIITaCKFCR 16 I,': NEi. CALEDONIA AREA AND *T 
n T1 1 'E SELECT Ell L>Y HIM TASK foKGE 17 AG NOW AUGMENTED AND 
SERVICE FORCE UNITS SUPPORTING TmSK FORCES IN SOUTH PACIFIC 
„ |LL CL./.E UNDER CO .;,I/\ND OF /tCE ADi.il HAL HALSEY. UNDER 
THmT OFFICER PRESENT ORGANIZATION AS SEPARATE ThSK FORCES 
, ILL BE RETAINED UNLESS OTHERWISE DIRECTED BY HIM. 
CCMGuUi.ESPaCPO h IS REQUESTED TO CONTINUE TO ARRANGE CO¬ 
ORDINATION OP ‘ IS FORCES AS AT PRESENT OR AS REQUESTED 
BY HALSEY. 


1/ 


SEALED 

Make origin*! oaly. rVlirer to communication watch officer in person. (See Art. 7§ (4) NAVRBGS.) 
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NAVAL MESSAGE 


NAVY OEPARTMf 


o 


DRAFTER 


EXTENSION NUMBER 


ADDRESSEES 


PRECEDENCE 



FROM 


z 


PRIORITY 

ROUTINE 

o 

RELEASED BY 


►— 

o 

•i 

a 

; 

DATE s 




DEFERRED 


TOR CODEROOM 


z 

O 


PRIORITY 


OECOOSO BY 


*— 

4 

> 

a. 


ROUTINE 




£ 


DEFERRED 


PARAPHRASED BY 






INDICATE BY ASTERISK AOORESSEES FOR WHICH MAIl DELIVERY IS SATIS! ACTORY. 

UNLESS OTHERWISE INDICATED THIS OlSPATCH WILL BF TRANSMITTED WITH DEFERRED PRECEDENCE- 
ORIGINATOR FILL IN DATE ANO TIM! DATE TIME 


GCT 


TEXT 


i r 



t i : i . . . 

tr v-'. i a. i.r. ■ \ .j 
tv CEt HlCH -I/PH „.I2£ - t 
l f . f ! I /1 I. V . F J. I r-> * l L CF 

r r * (, i ■ { i f t, i f * 

£ I 1 l 

F ”M;0E V-f, FILL IK’ 

I w 



*• 

' It 'I’ll' 

it'. 




T rOL.T 

CL, MO 

‘ P l 

r . ' L‘ i 

v M V : 

P0> TA 


T T F L r . 

1 RL PE > T 

THAT 

ivpt 

• 1 C-* SFt 

li TO ME ’ L. 

of ; 

• ' ^ 1 

Ht L D V 

r fop 

1 1 ill 

vu /> 

H. TE CPI 

T1 L •RE' 

Poe n 


fURl. MBA IN 




f. 

. 1 1 F - 

\ 



Lf f ' 0 AT 

\ V > 



r. 

’ 1 s. 


in 




SEALED ^E€*ET 

Make original only Deliver to communication watch officer in person. (See Art. 76 (4) NAVRKYiS.) 
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NA\Y UUARTMF 
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NAVAL MESSAGE 

0R4HIS 


f IM N'li S S'.i VM 0 


AOOHF SSi I S 


■ a,'M 


BCilAStt b> 


CINCPAC 


COMINCII 


MAY 8, 1942 

MR ’lilanOM 1314/1237 

BELL/CANNING 

ARAI'HRAiCU b* 


CTF 16 


l 


COM SW FACFOR 


I £ 


i HI HIM NCI 

PRIORITY 

UOlltINI 
bti (*<•('• 

PRIORITY 

MJU'INF 

i , KB' n 


s. a»U hi »Slt B ■ 4- ' 1“ * • . m m;.,, i>u i . ■ m •• ,• i . . 

080909 CCR 3290S 

'S" *'i f t"’> 'AT' >1 *l| 'JS^sV V. H ;i i *>' 1 .. , Ni , 


ONK'.iNAT 1 R HU 'N *. *' t ■ * * 1 


DAI 1 


> 0 , 1 


UIT 


THIS IS THE FOURTH AND LAST PART OF 080755. PART 1 WAS 
080755, PART 2 WAS 080821, PART 3 WAS 080841. 


O 


9 


LOSS OF NEOSHO PRODUCED CRITICAL FUEL SITUATION REGARDING 
WHICH YOU HAVE COMPLETE INFORMATION IN OTHER DISPATCHES. 
FLETCHER REPORTS ANOTHER JAPANESE CARRIER HAS PROBABLY 
JOINED JAP FORCES MAKING POSSIBLE 2 JAP CARRIERS TO 1 
YORKTOWN. HALSEY'S EXACT POSITION' INDETERMINATE BUT ESTIMATE 
HE CANNOT REACH CORAL SEA 3EF0RE 11TH WASHINGTON DATE 
AT EARLIEST. URGE RENEWED PRESSURE TC EXPEDITE PRODUCTION 
AND DELIVERY TO PACIFIC FLEET OF NAVAL FIGHTER, DIVE 
BOMBER AND TORPEDO PLANES TO MAKE GOOD HEAVY PLANE 
LOSSES AND TO PROVIDE A PROPER RESERVE FOR THE ACTIONS 
WHICH WE KNOW WILL FOLLOW. 


SEALED 



.-•••• Art. “• t \ \ \ lO *. ■* » 
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Make oritcina) only. l)e!Ut*r In cnmrmiMcnt . «.»• Mm. i r 



















NAVAL MtSSAGE 


NAVY UMRTME- 


0«*i us 


tITtNil s MiVihtp 


CIHCPAC (NPM) 


VUUSEC 6 

am 

w< r. , l uccw 

mcnntt b* 


8 1 !AY 19^1 
2056/2036 
CANNING/CANNING 


I'lPll Mfc» U) Bt 

A.iitAtl fci ASUPUa »OU»tL5ir. f.M M v: t<l 1' ‘ » 

081923 


»nr.ntssf(i 


COIaIICH (KSS) 


COJ^SO' ’.YESTPACFOR 


OCR 3367S 


UNUSS 01**[(Y»lSI in"' :aI£ -MIS OIVMU H *>u -If :n ¥iM(3 *"H • UtMStJ »«EClOfNCf 

ORiCiNsifR hit in D»u u*' 

T£,T ACTION COMINCH FROIfl CINCPAC 


PRtCtDf* ' 

PRIORITY 

tbiP.PiTt 
RQU’T'M 
l-fURff • 

PRIORITY 

SOUVNE 

out-** ? 



IIliiEDIATE RELEASE BY LigCARTITUR FACTS CONCERNING TASK FORCE 
SEVENTEEN OPERATIONS OF PAST TWO DAYS INADVISABLE. FOR 
FUTURE SECURITY REQUEST YOU CONTROL DATES RELEASES PACFLEET 
OPERATIONS. 








'v j - / 

SEALED SECRET 

Make original only. Deliver to communication watch ofibcer in person. (>ee Art. 76 (4) N A' KF/.S.) 
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NAVAL MESSAGE 


NAVY DEPARTMF 


DRAFTIR 

EXTENSION NUMBER 

addressees 

rRECtOf SCI 


from CIWCPAC v *.P.V. ; 


PRlCRlTt 

RFLEASEC BV j 

CO!.; INCH (!.^U y 

RRnji*DiRR 



D‘Ff POF'l 

o»H S' MAY 42 



■ / V. O H x 

lORCOOrROOM 


p:<wrh v 

iconic b» : ■ U CM/ PITKIN 


ROUTIN' 



DtfEAKED 

paraphrased br 



i*<oic»Tf e» »sti»isp »ou«t’.sr;s fj« «hich msu oilivery is siv .v.tcrt. 

r%2‘\ c J CC.'i-3446-S 

UNLESS OTHERWISE INOICAff0 THIS DISPATCH WILL R» -SN u '1, AIIH HEfRRm iRI'ln*. ( 

ORIGINATOR fill in DATE and time date TIME OCT 

ACT I DM CC INCH FRO.’.! CINCPAC X 

NO FURTHLR KOR-i FRG.7. FLLTCHLR X ORDERS TO r I IN 

my o?,ii7 ^agt coact convoy arrived stra..stack x 

FOUR FL-LT SU3MARI iL r CONCENTRATING TRUK APPROACHES 
TO PICK OFF CRIFPLLG AND REINFORCEMENTS X 
NASHVILLE REPO NTS DAUACEO PROPELLER AND.KUjJJLi: 

ON UNCHARTED CHLAL WHILE TcPPONG OFF FULL AT 
MIDWAY AND IS RETURNING PEARL FOR REPAIRS THUS 
DELAYING HlR OPERATIONS AT Ll^ST TEN DAYS X 


SEALED SECRET 


Mikf original only. Deliver to cnmmnntfat on * -it. h officer in person. 
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CINCPAC (NEftK) 


PPPP 


WAY 9 194^ 

l6l3/lbb$ 

GLLNT/DELL 


CTF 17 

COM INCH 
CTF 16 


PPPP 


C915H CCR 3 4 ^ 


COM.ANDtR IN CHIEF PACIFIC FLEET ORIGINATEJ THIS X 
MY v!9^1l7 ELIMINATE fiEST COAST PECTINATION. 












NAVAL MESSAGE 

DR»n|R 


t JUNSION NUVMifB 


navy oepahime 


mmiii ' 


CJNCPAC (NrM) 

mi ? V.AY 1^42 
i Ttarov 2324/2256 

SM ITH/Sr.llTH 


paraphraS{' 

SLmMTI b' AST t P' f ACW.-.SF • f - «*!h 


AtWRISSm 


.V COMTAGKFORCE 16 


COM INCH 

>1 

COMSOWESTPACFOR 


VIII Ptiivtm : 


PPPPflFPPPP 

ROUTINJ 

UlMHMfJ 

PPPRPPJPPPP 

HOUT'Nl 

pci ixtin 


w91911 OCR 355^3 

-' N t C S S OTHERWISE TN n 4*1 . O'SPU'M W'U w-’NiMITT *iTh . f f CRP F il 1 ** 1 t ft *• f 

ORtr.lNAJ. R MU IN OM( T«*‘ CA |£ 

TEXT 


(FROM CINCPAC) 


EXCELLE\T I MDI CAT I CMS ENEMY HAS POSTPONED YORESliY ATTACK 
IS CONCENTRATING BOUGAINVILLE REPEAT GOUCAINVILLE AREA 
AND WILL PROCEED WITH OCCUPATION NAURU REPEAT NAURU AND 
OCEAN ISLANDS 


SEALED 



SECRET 

.Am 7^ • 1> SAVUKl.' 1 


: 3 7 


Make oruonj! *nlv I»«•!*.%. r ».» mrr.m»in.i.» 


,» f * h ftlirrr »n ppr !•«»«* 


0022 




















CO' TALKFORCE 17 


CM.CPAC 

CO oOl 01 LPACrOR 


OP OP OP 


AY 11 1^42 

.637/.^ 3 ; 

MATER.SELL. 


CO'TAsKFORCE lb OP OP OP 

(PALSI J UY CIACPAC 
TO CO I‘.CM FOR IflFj) 


l'‘2102 CCR 37CSL 


FRO: COt I. A*iL)ER TALK FOFtCE 17 ACTION Clf'CPAC COVsOWESPACF R 
INFO COCTASKFOR 16. 

THERE WAS NO EVIDENCE OF ENEMY PURSUIT DURING YESTEPjAY 
EXCEPT THAT STRENGTH OF ENEMY RADIO AOOUT SUNSET INDICATED 
PREwENCE OF CARRIER THIS VICINITY X I HOW RELIEVE ROTH 
PILOTS REPORTING CORNING CONTACTS MISTOOK POCKS FOR SHIPS 
AND BREAKERS FOR V.AKLS X WILL STANDTC EASTWARD AND FUEL 
DESTROYERS If MAY X WILL TRANSFER LEXINCTON PERSONNEL TO 
SHIPS OF OLD TA.K FORCE 17 X WALKE AND FARRAGUT NOW WITH 
CRACE SOUTH OF PAPUA X I SHALL DETACH GRACE FROM Y COMMAND 
AND DIRECT HIM TO REPORT TO COMSOWESFA CFOR X REQUEST CINCPAC 
ISSUE ORDERS CONCERNING WALKE AND FARRACUT X SHALL REPLACE 
WALKE IN MY TASK FORCE WITH ONE DEoTROYER FROM TAjKFORCE 
11 X SHALL SEND KINKAID WITH MINNEAPOLIS NEW ORLEANS AND 
OTHLR DESTROYERS OF TASK FORCE 11 TO NOUMEA TO REPORT TO 

. SEAL > --- R fi T 

CL- — 

/Make or«|t:n4l unl« 'J . 


J 7 I 3 f 














?92i;2 


CCR . 765 S 


OF 2 


HALoLY X YORKTOWN RADAR REFRIGERATION PLANT DEGAUSSING 
GEAR OUT OF COW- I S31 ON X FROL' FRAMES 100 TO 130 EXTENDING 
ACROSS SHIP BULKHEADS FRAMES AND DECKS PRO'.' MAIN DECK TO 
AND INCLUDING FOURTH DECK ARE BULGE.) AND RUPTURED X 
NEAR MISSES HAVE PUNCTURED SHIPS HULL IN FUEL OIL COMPART¬ 
MENTS AND CAUSED Oil LEAKS WHICH LEAVf AN EASILY 
FOLLOWED SLICK X WATERTIGHT INTEGRITY IN DAMAGED AREA 
DESTROYED X DETAILED INSPECTION AND TESTS WILL CONTINUE 
AND '‘ILL DISCLOSE OTHE' DAMAGE AND DEFECTS TO CABLE LINES 
AND GE< R i WILL PROCEED TONGATABU FOR FUEL AR' IVING FOUR 
HOURS OR 21 HOURS ZED : AY 13 DEPENDING ON INFORMATION 
FROM YOU FROM ClNCPAC REGARDING TIVE OF ARRIVAL OF 
TANKER.FR0M B9MMANBER 









NAVAL MESSAGE 



NAVV 

DEPARTMF 


ORAfTER 

EXTENSION NUMBER 


ADDRESSEES. 

PRECEDENCE 

FROM 

CIXPAC (NF.V) 

, 

CO- 

INCH (;jss; 

PRIORITY 

RELEASED BY 

«* 

ex 

M'h\ RHR: 

OATE 

1„ :.AY 19 A D 




DEFERRED 

TOR COOtROOM 

,iu./,:i;a 

X 

O 



PRIORITY 

DfCOOtD BY 

finkeljey/s it; 

h- 

«* 

y 

at 



ROUTINE 



£ 



DEfERRED 

PARAPHRASED BY _ 







INDICATE BY ASTERISK AOORESSEES TOR WHICH MAIL DELIVERY IS SATISfACTORY. 

„?2219 CCR 3572S 

* 

UNLESS OTHERWISE INDICATED THIS DISPATCH WILL RE TRANSMITTED WITH DETERRED PRECEDENCE 


ORIGINATOR FILLJN DATE AND TIM! DATE TIME G( T 

TEXT 

(CINCP/'C TO COVlMCH) 


I 


recovdekd rl/h: 


AJ UAL FRANK JACK FLCTCIIER CE DESIGNATED 


AS TASK FORCE CQf !ANDER V.ITH RANK CF VICE ADI. IRAL AND 
AWARDED ~ISTIN( JISIIED SERVICE rXUAL FOR DISTINGUISHED 


SER¬ 


VICE IN LIME CF l!IS PROFEESICM INVOLVING RICHEST •..'JALITIES 

SEAMANSHIP ENDURANCE AMD TENACITY ID CONDUCT CF U DRAT I CMS 

DURING A CRUISE CF APPROXIMATELY 11 WEEKS IN FEDMU/.RY 
► 

VA.CH APRIL AND ' AY i?42 AMD FOR THE SUCCESSFUL ACTIONS 
OF MAY FOUR SIX AND SEVENTH DURING UIICH HE INFLlCTE^ 

HEAVY LOSSES CM THE L NL.'.'Y X 

: ECC’T’ID FURTHER THAT NO PUBLICITY DC GIVEN CF THE CFEiA- 


TICNAL INFOS: ATICN ID THIS CITATION X 


V s / ^ 

SEALED SECRET 
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NAVAL 

MESSAGE 


NAVY OEPARTMki 


DRAtUR 

EXMNSICN NUMBt R 


AOORtSSEfS 

NtraorNci 

• RC1M 

Cl^CFAC 

* 

1 

CoMINCH 

PRICRIlt 

6ILUML t»i 

a t 

s , 


rrrrriL 





lltimED 

1ATF 

11 WAY 1^42 









J- 1 

r. 


PRIORITY 


BUSBY / PORTER 

> 


KOUTiNf 

JUfQO* 

*3 i 


1 H trftit'O 


J 


PAR ft i • 

a ,il» Itf 




IS . t 

t- * i • • ' * - •' M •*. i t ( 1 , 1 H 1 

• lUKt 



10 c3l f J CCR 3752S 


••iFS' th(P* si 'n 1 ?*••• O' '.m h ni -s yi:n. ami. (uhsbfii "(tic ,;t«. ( 

. isr.J' h Hi 'N s'' l' k ' osU mi 


ALTHOUGH YOU HAVE F'JLL INFORMATION MY NEEDS MY TEN 
T. ENTY THREE F ;9TY SEVEN IS SENT To LEND SUPfURT IF 
NECESSARY IN HIGHER ECHELONS XXX 




SEAL E 




r.cr 


tftrer 


l i N A\l(i «.* > 


zs 



















Cl NCRAC 


COM INCH 


PPPPP 


lb MAY i ‘;42 

oi n„v . ppi’pp 

. i.AR DEI AKTMENT 

i ITKI N/PORTEF. C ok g£"(v/ Hftu) XU 

J 

' 0- ■ r 

'“iOcL*’t Bt *,U'OK» i , * 

Ibflll CCR 5 S 12 

OBlf.' HhIIWIU . 

fiBir-m* <• ii s 
Tf *T 

(C<ji/(jL'i H/VDLl T HAD THIS P uR INFORMATION A 0 *, I .CH 
rLE/.bL P/\S; To UPN»,V / 0 *L nAK uLr aaT > t '.T FoR INFoR.'A” 

TlONj 

COMBINED RE-,u I REGENTS ».Ah DEPARTMENT TH.RTEEN ZERO ONE 
FIVE EIGHT AND OOMINCh THIRTEENTH oNE f OUf. lL I'. EX¬ 
PECTED To MATERIALLY EXCEED CAPCITY OF MARMACSTAR X RECOM- 
MENDPROCYoN ARRIVING PEARL UNDER NEGAT TARE BAIL S AE DATE 
Ao MORMACSTAR ALSO BE MADE AVAILABLE XXX 

COPY DELIVERED Tu opnav coderoou 
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Make original onlv Deliver to c«imr.»i - r 
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NAVAL MESSAGE 


NA • Y 


DHsrnti 

• P 0 M 

CINCPAC (NPM) 

ftEiUSi : 

b* 

DAI F 

MAY 15 i?42 

hip cm 

...nv 0454/^ 426 

rrcnr-r 

..INTER/FIELD 


COM INCH 


cmrM.j {. 

isduitf e< asi(» • ••• ‘ 


150233 

um(S' v,mn» U •• 


CCR 5515 


ORlGtNMCR I III IN •••' i- ' 
TEXT 


RRRRRR 



PROM CINCPkC. ACT I ON COM I NCH. 

THE DEPmKToRE OF THE NASHVILLE HAS BEEN DELAYEL) ONE DAY 
TO LOAD EIGHT 37 MM ANT 1 1 \ IRCRAFT GUNS AND PERSONNEL FOR 
Ml DuAY. HAlSEY HAS EVIDENTLY BEEN SIGHTED BY ORANGE 

PLANES AbOUT 500 MILES EmST OF TULAGI . SARATOGA "ILL 
BE READY AT SANDIEGO'JUNE 5. 


SEALED 



Make original only. Deliver to communication watch ofticer in per Aim. 
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NAVAL MESSAGE 


NAVY DEPAHTMF' 




DRAfTlfi EXTENSION NUMBER ADDRESSEES fRECEOENCE 


1 ROM 

CINCPAC (NYCO) 

s 

0 


PRIORI T V 





ROUl'NF 

RELEASED Bt 


a 

COM 11 





CTF 17 

DEFfeHMtD 

OATF 

17 MAY 1942 







« 

IOH COOtSOOM 

0751/0539 


COM 11 

PtiillBITf 


•* 

> 

BOUTINf 

DtCODlD BY 

GLUNT/BERRY 

a. 

0 

COM 12 


X 

COMINCH 

DEFERRED 

paraphrased by 





INOICATl BY ASTERISK 

AUURr SSf f S FOR WHICH MAIL OEUVIRY IS SATtSf ACTORT. 



170335 CCR 7914S 

UNltSS OTHERWISE INOI ATf 0 THIS DISPATCH Will RE TRANSMITTIO WITH DUEPPEO PRECEDENCE 

ORIGINATOR fill IN OATf A HO TIME DATE TIME 

TEXT 

COM 11 IS AN INFO ADEE. CINCPAC ORIGINATOR. 

IT IS IMPERATIVE THAT ALL SURVIVORS CORAL SLA ACTION 
BEING RETURNED MAINLAND BE INSTRUCTED THAT THEY ARE TO 
REFRAIN FROM ANY MENTION OF THE ACTION UPON THEIR 
ARRIVAL WEST COAST PORT. COM 11 IS REQUESTED BERTP 
TRANSPORTS h HERE DEBARKATION CAN BE CONDUCTED .. ITHOUT 
CONTACT 1 . ITH NEftSMEN. ALL PERSONNEL V> ILL PROBABLY 
REQUIRE REOUTFITTING. THERE ft ILL BE NO PUBLICITY 
REGARDING THIS MATTER UNTIL NAVY DEPARTMENT RELEASE. 
BARNETT AND ELLIOTT A ILL STOP AT SAN DIEGO TO DISCHARGE 
EXCESS PERSONNEL ENROUTE SAN FRANCISCO. 


\ v. 
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NAVAL MC.SSAGE NAVY DtPARTMf 


DR&FUR 

EXTENSION NUMHLR 


»ooRtssrfs 

PRECmiNCt 

FROM 

CQMS0«E5TPaCF0R 

T 

CINC 

PAC 

PR 1 WHY 

RElfRSEO B> 

out 

TOR contsoov 

18 MAY 1“42 

07^5/0610 

- 

a 

O 

.r 

CTF 

17 

ROUTINE 

DEFERRED 

PRlWTtY 

'MCOOtO P> 

ED,.ARDS/BERRY 

> 

a 

0 

CTF 
(NPM 

16 

PASSED TO NSS 

ROUTINE 

PARAPHRASE Li bY 


X 

FOI 

INFO) 

GMfRHfn 


ISUIC AT k BY »SHPIS» AOURtSSEiY f JR wM'CM Vi.I OtUVtPY IS SSTISlftCTUHt 

170507 CCF. 8051S 

UNLESS OTHERWISE INP' itl ’".'S ft"iPAI' rt Will HE TPtNSMIIIl WITH DEIERREO I’HlCitllNCi 

ORIGINATOR fill IN DATE AND TIM' DATE 1IMI GCI 

TEXT 

FLETCHERS 182126 UNDER OPERATING CONDITIONS CORAL SLA 
BELIEVE PRESENT ARRANGEMENT FOR COORDINATION SHOREBASED 
AIR SEARCH WITH ATTACKS BY FORCES AFLOAT THE BEST POSSIBLE. 
IMPROVEMENT POSSIBLY BY !ORE KWK FREQUENT EXCHANGE OF 
INFORMATION REGARD I <G MOVEMENTS POSITIONS INTENTIONS OF 
THE TASK FORCE AND SUGGEST INFORMATION BEING DESPATCHED BY 
PLANE OR DESTROYER TO NEAREST SHORE BASE FOR TRANSMISSION. 
LIMITED RADIOUS AND INSUFFICIENT NUMBERS SHORE BASED 
AIRCRAFT AND LACK OF ADVANCED AIRBASES AVAILABLE FOR 
RECONNAISSANCE PRECLUDES CONTINUOUS OBSERVATION OF MOVE¬ 
MENTS OF OViN TASK FORCES. CLOSEST LIAISON MAINTAINED HERE 
AITH HEADQUARTERS SHOWCASED AIR BY USING COMMON OPERATIONS 
ROOM AND ALL INFORMATION IS RETRANSMITTED TO INTERESTED 
COMMANDS AT ONCE. 



u 


SEALED SEC RET 

Make oninn.il only. Deliver to mm munition *auh otticer in person. •••• An T* m NAVKM. - ) 
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NAVY DEPARTM r 




NAVAL MESSAGE 


EXTENSION NUMBER ADDRESSEES PRECEDENCE 


FROM 

CINCPAC (NPU) 

. 

£ 

CTF 16 

PKldfft'tY 



•t 


ROUTINE 

RELEASED Bt 


(X 







offfRRn 

OATf 

18 WAY 1^42 




tor conr«ooM 

0735/0646 

X 

COMSOWESTPACFOR 

priOTYy 



■ 

> 

COM INCH 

routine 

DECODiD P' 

EDl'i ARDS/BERRY 

c 





X 


CfEERPED 

PARAPHRASED BY 






INOICATC BY ASTERISK ADDRiSSEiS FJR «mCH MAH DELIVERY IS SATISFACTORY. 

160403 CCR 8052S 

UNLESS OTHERWISE IND’ ATEO This DiSPAI m will RE TRAHSVHTTI. with UE'ERRED PRLCfDCNCE 

ORIGINATOR TILL in DATE AND TIM? DATE TIME _GCT 

TEXT 

ACTION COMTASKFOR 16 INFO COMSOWESTPACFOR AND COWINCH 
FROM CINCPAC. 

EXPEDITE RETURN TO HAWAIIAN AREA. 
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CGMGENHAmDEPT 


ciscpac 


ppppp 


MAY 21 1942 

*•222/t i4o 
••IMTER/FIELD 


PASSED BY CINCPAC PPPPP 
TO COM INCH FOR INFO 


THIS MSG PATCH TO CINCPAC INFO GENERAL MARSHALL, ADMIRAL 
GHORMLEY, GENERAL CHAM3ERLIN. 

REURAD 1?1759 FROM ROSES TO CINCPAC, I Ji£FER FOLLOWING TEM¬ 
PORARY SCHEME TO IMPLEMENT FIRST PART OF PLAN OF COMMANDING 
OFFICER ROSES BY USE OF FORCES IMMEDIATELY aVAIlmBlE AND 
NOT REQUIRING OUTSILE REINFORCEMENTS. PARAGRAPH FIVE JOINT 
BASIC PLAN £0209 ROSES DIRECTS POPPY FORCE (510) TO RETURN 
TO POPPY FROM ROSES UPON ESTABLISHMENT OF NEW GARRISON. 
SINCE NEW GARRISON NOW IS BEING ESTABLISHED THIS MOVEMENT 
CAN BE MADE SOON. I SUGGEST USING THIS PARTICULAR POPPY 
FORCE FOR MOVEMENT TO AND OCCUPATION OF ESP IRITU SANTO, 
NORTHERN ISLAND NEW HEBRIDES GROUP. THIS FORCE ALFCADY 
ACCLIMATED TO ROSES CLIMATE. IN MY OPINION THIS WILL DENY 
OR DELAY JAPANESE SOUTHWARD INFILTRATION MOVEMENT AND / 
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PRIORITY 

1 ROM_ 
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ROUTINE 

PflEA .CD Bt 
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PtilORIT i 

TOR cone ROOM 





•I 

i 


ROUTINE 
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DEFERRED 

PARAPHRASE li R 1 


__ _L - 1 


INLHC AT i bt *SHRISl> ADDRESSEE . Il» nHiCH MA!| OEUVIRT IS SATISt M.TURV. 

PAGE 2 •> 200645 CCR 8647 

ONlfSS DTHIRWISE INO< : ATt 1 • -I. DlSPAE'M WIU RE RAV.MITTIO *HH DEFERRED PRfcCf DFNCf 

ORIGINATOR (III IN DATE ANi) TIM' _ DAtf 

TFKT 


CONTRIBUTE TO GENERAL SECURITY OF ROSES AND POPPY. ESP I - 
RITU SANTO HAS BEEN RECONNOITRED AND IS SUITABLE FOR CON¬ 
STRUCTION OF AIRFIELD TO ACCOMODATE FIGHTERS. RECOMMEND 
THIS ACTION BE UNDERTAKEN PROMPTLY AND THAT I BE AUTHO¬ 
RIZED TO COOPERATE WITH COMMANDING GENERAL ROSES IN MAKING 
NECESSARY ARRANGEMENTS TO EFFECT SUCH A PLAN. 
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ClNCPAC 


USS WHIPPLE 

COMGEN ROSES RRRR 

USS TANGIER 
COMGEN POPPY 

COMSOPACFOR 

COM INCH RRRR 

COMGEN HAWAII 
COMAIRSOPAC 

23C445 CCR 125 S 


WHIPPLE DELIVER TO COMGEN ROSES FOR ACTION. TANGIER DE- 
LIVEF-. TO COMGEN POPPY FOR ACTION. COMGEN HAWAIIAN DEPT 
INFORMED. 

PLAN OF GENERAL PATCH FOR OCCUPATION ESPIhITU SANTO AP¬ 
PROVED WITH FOLLOWING RESERVATIONS FROM ClNCPAC. ARMY 
NOT PREPARED TO FURNISH ADDITIONAL TROOPS FROM U.S. THERE¬ 
FORE AIRFIELD NOT TO uE CONSTRUCTED UNTIL ADEQUATE DE¬ 
FENSE IS ASSURED. 

MINOR PREPARATION AS SEAPLANE BASE IS DESIRABLE. DI¬ 
VERSION PAUL JONES AND ESCORT AUTHORIZED. DETAILS BY 
ARRANGEMENT WITH GENERAL CHAMBERLAIN. 


MAY 23 1942 

U37/1W6 
CRIS.'.ELL/FiELD 

















CINCPAC(NF -) 


C INCH(NSS) 


PRIORITY 


<.5 -AY 194c 


v321/0313 

EDAARDS/E Jv. ARDS 


250215 CCK 42v‘S 


FROM CINCPAC 

HAVE GIVEN FULL CO'.SIDERAT I ON TO EMPLOYMENT OF BATTLE¬ 
SHIPS IN PRESENT SITUATION. YOUR 24154?. SOME LIGHT 
FORCES AM oAR AT OLA C.UlL BE .'.ACE AVAILABLE AS SCREEN 

but am convinced that latters striking po«er io necess¬ 
ary 11 ITH OTHER CARRIERS AND SHOULD NOT BE RESTRICTED 
TO PROTECTION OF BB. SARATOGA ><ILL BE OVED OUT AS 
SOUN AS POSSIBLE. BATTLES! IPS *■ ILL BE HELD IN RESEl VE 
ON i.EST CoAST UNTIL OBuECTIVES FOR THEIR STRIKING Poi.ER 
ARE MORE DEFINITE. MY 230051 Ac! IL. WHEN EMPLOYED 
WILL ENDEAVOR TO FORM SUPPORTING CARRIERS AIR GROUP 
CHIEFLY OF VF. SUFFICIENT THIS TYPE AIRCRAFT NOT NON 
AVAILABLE TO ME. 
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CGMSOUMEt ACFOR 
SUPhc. IE CO •' Ai.DLR 

RRRRK 


2 b MAY i ^42 

V^ 3 o/ 0 tit >4 COM INCH 

BU:BY/ PORTER 


R • ft'- ’ 


RRRRR 


26v 3bl CCK i\ 6<VS 


(FhO'.l CI Hr AC X CVS RESPACF I EulVLI T 'Ji I 1 . E 
comma:jdek FwR action) 


FIRST MmRINE RAIDER BATTALION NO.. STRA..ST CK IS ATTACK 
UNIT uF HIGH .'.JBILITY AM GREAT I IKE 0 „EF X APPEARS IDEAL 
UNIT mAKE LANDING ATT, CA AGAINST TULAGI REPEAT T'JLAGI OR 


oTHER ADVA CE E .E"Y BASES X CA FUR,.IS! TP A’, r oRTAT I ON IN 
„Flh!.' PPM To PoBPY oR I oSES BUT SUITABLE T » SPohTATIUN 
Fo KMoEI, OPERATION NOT R FEAT LOT NO,. VAILAolc X 


Sou —T CONSIDERATION SUBJECT Jo ..1 INCH JoKC .RKLNCL USE GAT* 


TAolON IN YjUR Aft A USING YoJK CRUlJLhS MSTFOYERS oR oTpEU 
VES^El , ^ jr TKm .OPOKTATIoN ? Gov .0 > i vj^PECT Foh SJwCESo « oil 
OPERATIONS IF INITIATES I lDImTclY XXX 


SEALED -S-E-eRt^ 


MoV. Mfur-n* 


.n! IN 


h >!|tci f . i* r*«»n 
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SUPREME COMMANDER SWPA C AREA PPP 

(VIA COM Si, PACFOP) 

C If,CP AC 

MAY 3p 1942 

1122/1KJ7 COM INCH PPP 

DRUMMOND.BELL. 

29133b CCR 1451 S 
* 


Ff.uM SUPREME REPEAT SUPREME COMMANDER SOUTHWEST PACIFIC 
AREA. 

ACi.EE FULLY WITH YO R BASIC CONCEPT THAT AGGRESSIVE ACTION 
IS THE SUREST WAY TC DISLOCATE THE ENEMY OPERATION IN 
SOLOMON”NEA GUINEA AREA. SUCCESSFUL EXECUTION OF AMPHIB¬ 
IOUS ACTION 1,0 A EVER DEMANDS ,3 A PREREQUISITE TWO 
ESSENTIAL FACTORS: (A) SUFFICIENTLY STRONG STRIKING 
FORCE PI OPE LY IMPLEMENTED. (B) SECURITY OF COMMUNICATION 
AND SUPPLY FOR SUCH FORCE HEN ESTABLISHED. BOTH JF 
THESE FACTORS rtJULD BE MISSING IN THE INSTANT CAGE. 

ONE RAIDER BATTALION f3 TOO WEAK AND I HAVE NEITHER THE 
SPECIALLY TRAINED FORCES NOR "WAR INE EQUIPMENT TO -UPPLL- 
MENT IT AT THIS TIME. AVAILABLE NAVAL FORCES OPERATING 
* IT'HJUT INTEGRAL All ELEMENTS ARE NOT DEE ,1ED ,-\DEqUATE 
TO PERMIT OF EXPLOITATION 01 EVEN To INSURE SECURITY OF 
C0M..1UN I CAT I ON . "PILE IN ENTIRE ACCORD THEREFuKE WITH 
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GCR 1 A 51 s 


YjijF basic thought of agression 
forces you suggest afe adequate 
plishment. signed macarthue. 


1 DO NOT BELIEVE THE 
FOR SUCCESSFUL ACCOM- 
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Co IUCH 


\ J'JT I '.L 


AY 3i 194 * 
yybo/\ 6tt> 

0 I o .. t-LL / ..Cl 1 oL it 


3wv41 c > 


CCK x4x.”b 


UACAl.Il JRb REPLY TJ JY iW3t*l '3 UtlMJ TRANmITTLO To YOU 

fvl , .. -.Tl,.. IY l*A AS TO PUSSIIXE EMPLOYMENT OF I I-LA 

bATTAL UN IS THAT TYPIC..L COMMANDO OPERATIONS SlloJLD ol 
FEASIBLE. I REAL IIE THAT FuRoES FOI. HOLM Ufa AW, "IHTAINING 
RECAPTURED JASL- ..RE CUT YET AVAILABLE. UNDERSTAND THERE 
AIL HOT YET All,FILLS- 101. BOMBERS III THE SOLOMONS AMD -HEN 
IM BRITISH H.NDS, TULAlil .AS BOMBED ONLY BY PATFO~ PLANES. T*..: 
AhL HOT A SERIOUS THREAT. THE OPEfi-TION OF LONS RANGE 
SEAPLANES FROM TELAGI PREVENT UTILISATION OF SORP. ISE IN 

FUTURE CORAL .... OPERATIONS.. AIRFIELDS ARE CONSTRUCTED 

BY THE ENEMY SUCH OFER TIUNS A..E TH 00 E For. THE RETURN 
CONTROL RILL BL EVEN HAR LR, THEREFORE oELILVL TH.i RAIDS 
„ 1 th landing forces for demolition AID PERHAPS TEMP.RARY 

OCCUPATION SHuOlD BL MOST VALUABLE aT THU TI,L. 


V' 


0039 
















(J I ilUI 


/ . o 


jx J»-Y 

W°V> /V • 

-A/t ULit/HJhTLh 


HSBXft? 

.'1 m . iid..«y 


CTF 4 
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CTF 16 
CTF <> 


op o; op 


OP UP OP 


CCh 16. «t-l 


(Ti j I o FhUI NOP n J a vJo .'Ti.v-ufulv/Lv^ r ^Uf< /> . iy N I llE 
' - • 11 • -t. ' T ... / I , ST I I .. I U >0 

>'CT I i I ,-NJTMI •; Y ■_ T c. X LL < El-IN He# 1 . I NU 

f I I «F i TI . _ NL Yj 


PAh iTAh-l-i JImL d/KLn .iY U K. - '. T «!’• 1 ,r F J>TYT. j A 

BEl EVE Er-E 'Y HAL SET JUNE FIFTH uo . DATE FJk HIS 

L.- >wlNU TT, J \ X THEREFORE JN N I C« • T T •. ^ LAoP' TITLE JUNE XK 



Oh 


t ~ LL d • • I i . 


11i I 


i KuB/ .jlE X . Y TllhTY 


-ML I U.AhY / TT CKS aRE MT 
xb u SIX T..u SEVEN ANi JUNAT..ING 


Ti.o .,/L.^t aTJH T I RTY ,.l u FIVl T..u T.j > THE RENLE.V .OS 
MENTIONED wi i I Tl IN FIFTY ILL. TIE OF !, Y .ELL BL 
USED BY Lf.L ’V F j\ f.Jb.-lUu I IS SThlrJNt. F..ECEC X BASEJ 
ON BJVL l Tl -,TL oF UT... T IS i. AY T/.M PLaCE vU 
Til I FT Y FIRoT A FI Ft T X TIME OF RENDElVUjS JAY bE 



! 1 ,t - 
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FACE T..4J OF 31 357 CJK 1604-S 


AFTER O.'.N SEARC I NG FLA'Xv, F EACH o TL F LIMIT OF 
EARCH X SUGgELT U.,E OF B/.KEK D*SH -LVENTEEN otrimng 
F uhCL ~UNDAY AND MONDAY TO REACH RENDEZVOUS AREA AB jT 
FIFTEEN HUNDRED YUKE IF NO CUNT ACT hi FuRT EARLIER X 
tXPECT NINE UR TEN ADDITIONAL OmKLi 0/ .11 EVENTEEN ..ILL 
ARRIVE MID..AY SUNDAY .UhNlNG XXX 



004-1 
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NAVY OEPARTMEN 


OWAFTER F-l — EXTENSION NUMBER 2992 AODRESSEES PRECEDENCE 


FROM COMlivCH 

X 

CINCPAC 

K PRIORITY 

BCLIASED BY k ) XX l\\w- ■ 1 f 

p— 
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M. 

ac 

ROUTINE 

DATE MAY 31. 19L2 

Wfc. 


DETERRED 

TOR COOEROOM 

Z 

o 

COmSOPAC 

PRIORITY 

DECODED BY 

H- 

■* 

Z 

ac 

o 

COf.lSOV’iESPAC 

ROUTINE 

PARAPHRASED BY 
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OEFERREO 


INDICATE BY ASTERISK AOORESSEES FOR WHICH MAIL OELIVERY IS SATISFACTORY. 


< 1 - 0 I 0 Ivo 

UN LESS OTHERWI SE INDjCA TEO TH I S DISPATCH WILL BE TRANSMITTED WIT H DEFERRED PRECEDENCE 
ORIGINATOR FILL IN DATE ANO TIME 


DATE 


TIME 


TEXT 


3126-S 

- c '. 


PAGE NO, 1 -- 

CINCPAC TWO EIGHT ZERO THREE rIVE ONE SUPREME COMDR SOUV.ESPAC AREA 

TWO NINE ONE THREE THREE FIVE COisffiuCH FEELS PRESENT FAVORABLE 

QI4Fl&L/tfa OR 

OPPORTUNITY FOR.DESTROYING JAPANESE ADVANCED BASES ESP CIAL.Y IDLAGI 

/\ 

SHOULD HE EXPLOITED X IF RECONNAISSANCE SHOWS THAT WORTHWHILE 
OBJECTIVES PARLN BEYUND THOSE THaT Calm BE A^ g M^lp i ffrF BY REPEATED 
LONG RANGE BOMBING PAKEN OFFER PROMISE TO RAIDS BY FORCES ThaT CAN 

(MMM 

BE iAAJ-E AVAILABLE SUCH RAIDS SHuULD BE EaECUTfD V.ITHOUT DELAY X 

A 

PARA TWO NO PLANS INVOLVING COX4TINUED OCCUPATION UP NEW BASrS SHOULD 
BE MADE WITHOUT PRIOR APPROVAL .FROM COMINCH AND AR..iY X PERMANENT 
OCCUPATION OF TULaGI NOT.APPuOVED AT THIS TIM. X PARA THREp -ANDING 

A 

FORCES OF STRAW STACK RAIDER BATTALION PROBABLY NOT aDKoUATi: X 

V.'AKEFIELD WITH MARINE REGIMENT NOV. DUE LONG BOV. TWELVE JUNE COULD 

ftQEOujrs 

BE DIVERTED TO BLEACHER OR ROSES X DESTROYpRS PAREN IF l AiillTpC BOATp 
CAN BE PROVIDED PARLN APPEAR ONLY MEANS TRANSPORTATION TO ATTACK 
AREA PARA FOUR DUE TO ABSENCE AT THIS TIME OF SUITABLE TASK FOR 1 


V' 
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NAVAL MESSAGE 


DRAFTER F-l EXTENSION NUMBER 2992 ADDRESSEES PRECEDENCE 


from COMINCH 

RELEASED BT 

DATE MAY 11, 1QA2_ 

FOR ACTION 

CINCPAC 

PRIORITY 

ROUTINE 

DEFERREO 

TOR CODEROOM 
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PRIORITY 
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COMSOPAC 

ROUTINE 

OCCOOED BY 

0 

COMSOVKESTPAC 
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DEFERRED 

PARAPHRASED BY 





INDICATE BY ASTERISK AOORESSEES FOR WHICH MAIL OEIIVERY IS SATISFACTORY. 


UNLE SS OTHERWISE INDICATED THIS DISPATCH WILE BE TRANSMITTED WITH DEFERRED PRECEDENCE. 

OR IGINATOR FILL IN DAT E ANO TIMF _DATE_ _ TIME _GCT 

TEXT 

PAGE NO. 2 

SUGGEST 

COMMANDERS FROM SOUTH PACIFIC "fTHn-ttiir THAT IF YOU IN CONCURRENCE 
V.'ITH MACAKTHUR DECIDE ON RAID THAT RAIDING TASK FORCE SHOULD BE SET 
UP UNDER LEARY CMA GHORMLEY PROVIDING FORCES TO THE JOINT EFFORT AS 
AGREED UPON PARA FIVE IF RAID IS UNDERTAKEN ESTABLISHMENT OF LOOKOUT 
GROUP AT NDENI SHOULD RECEIVE CONSIDERATION PARA SIX KEEP COMINCH 
ADVISED AS TO CONTEMPLATED ACTION X LEARY PASS TO MACARTHUR 


o-/ J C • 
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NAVAL MESSAGE 




NAVY OEPARTME! ) 



ORIGINATOR Fill IN OATf ANO TIM! 


OATC 


TIMl 


GCT 


TEXT 


THERE ARE A NUMBER OF INDICATIONS THAT CURRENT JAPANESE OPERATIONS 
ARE IN PREPARATION FOR AN ATTACK AGAINST RUSSIA X INCLUDED AMONG 
THESE PERSISTENCE IN REMAINING AT KISKA CMA ESTABLISH],ENT OF STRONG 
AIR FORCES IN PARAMUSHIRO AND THE PROBABLE FORMATION OF A STRONG 
NORTHERN FORCE X OCCUPATION OF NOME AND ADJACENT AIRFIELDS ALSO 
ST LAWRENCE ISLAND MAY WELL BE A P.ART OF THIS PLAN PARA TWO ARMY 
REINFORCEMENTS OF ALASKA CONTEMPLATE REINFORCEMENT OF HOLE WITH 
TROOPS AND AUTOMATIC “WEAPONS MOVED IN BY AIR PARA THREE SUGGEST YOU 
CONSIDER PREPARATION OF A DIVISION OF HODEitN SUBMARINES FOR EMPLOYMENT 
in'THE ALEUTIAN BERING SLA AREA IN THE EVENT THAT A CONCENTRATION OF 
JAPANESE FORCES THERE APPEARS TO BE CONFIRMED 


SEALED 
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OIMFTCA 




EXTENSION NUMBER 
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INDICATE BT ASTERISK AOORESSEES FOR WHICH MAIL DELIVERY IS SATISFACTORY. 

P- f ’ * 11 

4/ UNLESS OTHERWISE INDICATED TOISM SPATCH WILL BE TRA NSMITTED WITH OEFERREO PRECEDENCE. 


ORIGINATOR FILL_IN OATE ANO TIME 

TEXT 


DATE 


PRECEDENCE 


from 20i:i:::k 
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FOR ACTION 

CETCPAC 

PPiWW?FP?FP 

ROUTINE 
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TIME 
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tour no. £5 -w rrxrcrt;.;: rs nanaas .ii: aip. kr oai^cu 
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r: Yew will ::cr -3 la 2 :r: r . tilizld 
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navai message 

■ 

NAVY UEPARTME! 


J — T i" F “-*- ^TENSION NUMBER 2992 »0DRESSm 

t>Rrc(tifNci 

'ROM .gOMINCH * 

CINCPAC 

OP "RICHitr OP Op 

RUHita'in' 1 . ^ “ 


NouriNi 

DATE JOKE 27 1942 


DFfFKPtO 

IOR CODE HOOM * 

15 

CHIEF OF STAFF, AR1.IY 
(BY HAND) 


ocomoRT |i 

COESOU.VESTPACFOR 

ROUTINE 

i 

PARAPHRUStij e< 


DErCRfrro 


ISSUAi:CE OF JOINT DIRECTIVE REFERRED TO IN Iff T'.VO FOUR TV/O THREE 
ZERO oIX AND DECISION AN TO EXTENT OF ARiff PARTICIPATION IA.Y 3E 
DELAYED X DESIRE YOU GO AHEAD 7ITH PREPARATION FOR EXECUTION OF 
i-i.ESE OPERATIONS USING FORCES I.jAuE AVAILABLE TO YOU X SUGGEST 
ADVISABILITY OF ...OVING SECOND 1VARINT2 REGI..ENT TO SOUTH PACIFIC 
/ITIIOUT DELAY AND IN ADVANCE OF THE DATE NARINE AIR SQUADRONS CAN 
oL EADE READY FOR DIaPArTURE PARA PAiEN T./O PAREN LAKE SPECIFIC 
REC01.2 END ATI Ci S IN REGARD TO LOVE .ENT OF A-il.Y AIR FORCES . rON 
:'AV.’AII A: D AS TO SUPPORT OF YOU* OPERATIONS NY FORCES FROL SONTir.N.ST 
PACIFIC AREA PARA PA ,EN THREE PARE' ALSO TEE0/ AI D .LTUP , 

aw* phu^aI 

1 l0P0S * " - - EXECUTI03 OP THIS P (ATION i LEARY PAoo TO 

iUiCA.iT u'R 


V" 
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INDICATE BY ASTERISK AOOAESSEES fOH WHICH MAIL DUIVtHY IS SATISFACTORY 

. • 2-11*1 o Y//5^ C, L/yss S’ Pacific 

UNLESS OTHERWISE INDICATED This OISRATC H WIL L BE TRANSMITTED WITH DETERRED RRtCEDENCL 

ORIGINATOR (III IN OATE A NO TIME DATE TIME r.Cf 

OPERATIONS IN SOUTH PACIFIC YSS*I^ REQUIRE THE USE OF SIX APDS 
AND HAIDER BATTALION X THIS III ANSWER TO YOUR TWO NIKE ZERO FOUR ZERO 
NIKE 

_, ^ COMM A 

pam wmm two ai in general me permanent establishments 

IN. KISKA AHCHITKA AND ATTU MUST 3E PRECEDED BY PRELIMINARY ESTABLISHMENTS 
IN ATKA AND ADAK X ARMY IS NOT NOV/ PREPARED TO PROVIDE FORCES AND EQUIP- 

CftWH A C OMM A 

iJENT MM. IN PARTICULAR AIRCRAFT flBL FOR PROJECTING ESTABLISH!. J.TS THIS 
FAR WEST IN THE ALEUTIANS X FURTHER /Z AM NOT P.iEPARED AT THIS TI...E 
TO SUPPORT SUCH PROJECTED ESTABLISKJ.ILNTS X OUR OCCUPATION OF THE ’'/ESTER/! 

ALEUTIANS WOULD INEVITABLY BRING A.)OUT STRONG COUNTER ! EASURES NY THE 

PflodAftlY lncL.UA/rt6 CArtRieRs 

v JAPANESE X THIS WOULD^NECESSITATE THE SUPPORT OF OUR FLEET FORCES*IN A 

STRENGTH THAT WOULD NOT FIT IN WITH MtfiJKCTg) 30! T! PACIFIC OP IV Mi'I OKS 

X COHAl* 

PARA MA THREE WtMB CONSIDER 01HS ilAIDER BAT TALI 01/ HI EVEN 

c ohma 

SUPPORTED BY ADDITIONAL TROOPS ON CRUISERS MB PROBABLY INSUFFICIENT 
fOH THIS PROPOSED OPERATION 

V SEALED 

0047 
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ROUTINE 

DATs JUNE 29 1942 
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PRIORITY 
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CONTASKFOR EIGHT 


oicomc by 
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ROUTINE 
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INDICATE 6T ASTERISK AOURESSEtS fj« which MAIl OEltvERT IS SATISfACTORT 


UNEESS OTHERWISE INDICATED THIS 0ISPAICH WIU 8E TRANSMITTE 0 WITH DETERRED PRECEDENCE 

ORIGINATOR MU IN OATE ANO TIM' DMt ;iMi 

TEXT 


r.ci 


PAGE IIP. 2 

_ X 

PArtA ■■ FOUR W OCCUPATION OF KISKA BY EITHER SIDE PRESENTS 
OPPORTUNITIES TO OTHER SIDE FOR PROFITABLE ATTRITION' TACTICS X IF 

LaPHOVEHEHT OF CO. DITIONS KG.7 'WARRANTS TiiE PROJECTION OF LANDING 

WOl/»i-0 

FORCES TO KISKA EVEN LORE RAIDS APPEAR TO BE IK ORDER 


PARA ■■■ FIVE MHB SURFACE FORCE OPERATIONS IN. IlE.iEDIATE 
VICINITY OF KISKA HARBOR NUiY NOW CALL FOR THE USE OF FAST HINES’./EEPERS 
PARA IBP SIX tAf ilEC.UEST ADVICE OF SPECIFIC OPERATION’S 
C ONTELPLATED 
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sc 


PRIORITY 



*— 

COMSWPACFOR 


RELEASED BY 


a. 

COM3 aura CFCR RC 

UTINi " TINl 

OAT F JUNE 3 1942 


O 

COM INCH 

DEFERRED 

tor conEROOM 0426/204-4 


JZ 

0 


PRIORITY 

ofcnmo by BELL .BELL* 

PARAPHRASED BY 

•t 

5 

ct 

O 

Z 


ROUHNE 

DEFERRED 


INUtlAT t BY ASTERISK ADDRESSEES FOB WHICH MAH DELIVERY IS SATISl ACIORY. 

02045? CGR 2I36-S 

UNLESS OTHERWISE INOICATiD 'HIS DISPATCH Will BE TRANSMITTED WITH DEFERRED PRLCEDINCL 

0RK.INATY 1 R MIL IN wATf ANl' TIM- DATE TIME GCT 

TEAT 

CINC 

FOR OTC COMSOUWESPAC AREA. 

REQUEST COMMENT COMINCH 010100 . IDT PRELIMINARY COMMENTS 
ARE I 

AFIRMt IT IS MOST IMPORTANT THAT EXTENDED BASES SUCH AS 
TULAGI BE NULLIFIED PARTICULARLY B .FORE AIRFIELDS THERE ARE 
CONSTRUCTED. 

BAKER* RECONNAISSANCE AND OBSERVATION OF ACTUAL RESULTS 
SHOULD DISCLOSE WHETHER BOMBING IS SUFFICIENT TO ACCOMPLISH 
THIS AND V.HETHER PROPER OBJECTIVES FOR C01!T.!AND0 RAIDS EXIST. 





KNOWLEDGE OF EVACUATED PERSONNEL ALSO VALUABLE. 

CAST* PERMANENT OCCUPATION BY ALLIED FORCES AT THIS 
TIME IS IMPRACTICABLE AND WAS NOT CONTEMPLATED BY MY ORIG* 
INAL SUGGESTION. 

DOG* SOME PROFITABLE OBJECTIVES FOR THE RAIDER BATTALION 
OR EVEN PORTIONS THEREOF PROBABLY COULD BE SELECTED. 

SEALED 

on>rtn.»i r t*» rnmnuimr.iii* 1 h ottir« r in p» r>»n (>«•<• An. 7»* ( i ) N A V >.) 
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»• • A- « 

MAVAl MESSAG E ‘ ( ^ NAVY DEPAWTMEK ' 

o«*nw Extension numier addressees precedence 


FROM 

g 


PRIORITY 

RELEASED IT 



ROUTINE 


e 

Ate 


DEFERREO 

DATE 




TOR COOEROOM 

* 

o 


PRIORITY 

DECODED IT 

►- 

X 

<x 


ROUTINE 


u. 

3C 


DEFERRED 

PARAPHRASED IT 





INDICATE IT ASTERISK AOORESSEES FOR WHICH MAIL OEIIVERY IS SATISFACTORY. 


aoi a 000459 cca 2134-0 

UNLESS OTHERWISE INDICATED THIS DISPATCH WILL IE TRANSMITTED WITH DEFERREO PRECEDENCE. 

=3=«== . ■ — . — ■ — e==C=3 C ■—~y - t S=S=SXX== = II ^ 

ORIGINATOR FILL IN PATE ANO TIME_ DATE TIME_ OCT 

TEXT • 


DO TO TBAI 8 P 0 RZ HORS THAI THB RAIDER HAITAUOO. 

roii oobsxder baob or okratxois must be as fa* aottabcrd 

AS POSSIBLE BU HRFO El BOOB AMD POPPY PREFERABLE WITH LATTER 
MORI LIABLE TO HAYI SUFPIOI BI ACCOMMODATIONS. PARA. 

BBQQBT TOO FURBISH CUKKEB T HPQBHAIIOH SIZB RATDB SBOBB 
nOIALLATIOm AID DEFKB 8 B FOBOS 8 TOLAOI. 

O ' ' ‘ ** 
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NAVAL MESSAGE 


NAVY OEPARTMEI 1 

'• ■ 

CHATTER 

EXTENSION NIIMIER 

AOORESSEES 

PRECEDENCE 

OS 7 ? 

FROM , " >11 

. MAQABTEUF, (RDO ISSLBOUBlk) 


PRIORITY — 

RELEASED RT 


c 

a 

OINOPAC 

ROUTINE 

OATE 

JURE 3. 1942 

o 

w 


DEFERRED 

torcooeroom 2032/2027 (3*S) 

X 

o 


PRIORITY 

OECODEO (T 

TIRKS/GAHNINO 

►- 

2 

OC 


ROUTINE 

PARAPHRASED IT 

1 


DEFERRED 


PiB8D BT CIROPAO TO OCBXNCB. 

020749 (FOR FILING OILY) OCR 2272a 

UNLESS OTHERWISE INDICATED THU DISPATCH WILL »| TRANSMITTED WITH OEFERREO PALCHIENCE. 


0RI6INAT0R HU IN DATE ANO TIME 
TEXT 


DATE 


TIME 




to GEiir or 


OCT 


FOB YOUR INFORMATION I HATS UjlDB FOLLOWING OC 
STAFF RBQAKDIHG COIHFCR 010100 t 

FUBSY ESTIMATED TO HAV1 REGIMENT AS TULAQI AID DIVISION READY 
TO HOYI AT RABAUL. HOSTILE INSTALLATIONS AT TULAQI B08T BLBiBfTABY 
AID BELIEVED CONSIDERABLY DAMAGED BY RECENT BOMBING RAID. HARHS 
RBOHJ3NT NOT REPEAT NOT DEEMED ADEQUATE TO HAKE PROPOSED ATTACK 
AMD WEAKNESS ACCENTUATED BY LACK OF BOATS TO PERMIT PROPER TACTICAL 
DISPOSITIONS. M'JREOYXR THE R T «n IRYOLVEE IN SUCH AN OPERATION 
CONSIDERABLE WITH TEE IIAXIMDX RESULTS attainable believed to bs 
WIRY SMALL THUS NOT REPEAT NOT VARRiJITINO EXECUTION FOR A HERE 
RAID, I AM PLANNING TO UNDERTAKE OPUSES IVE ACTION AGAINST TEE 
SOLOMONS AND NBT BRITAIN AT THE EARLIEST POSSIBLE DATE. I SUGGEST 
IM THIS CONNECTION THAT IT WOULD B3 ADVANTAGEOUS AS TROOPS BECOME 
AVAILABLE TO THE SOUTH PACIFIC AREA TO PUSH FORWARD THROUGH THE 
LOYALTY ISLANDS NEW HEBRIDES AND SANTA CRUZ ISLANDS. 




'Vy 


SEALED 



0051 
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Make origins) only. Deliver to communication watch officer in peraon. (See Art. 76 (4) NAVRECS.) 
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NAVAL MESSAGE 


MATTER 


atm 


NAVY OEPARTMEN T 


ION NUMRER 


ADDRESSEES 


PRECEDENCE 


FROM A1NAB1A /UMll 

FOR ACTION 

COM INCH (N88) 

PRIORITY 

RRRRoutine 

DEFERRED 

» 

RELEASED IT 

DATE A. Hint? 4 AAA 

£1 UURC 

TOR CODE ROOM QO 

X 

o 

a 

oc 

O 

>- 

X 


PRIORITY 

ROUTINE 

DEFERRED 


HERSHEY/rUnlfclt 

PARAPHRASED IT 


INDICATE IT ASTERISK AOOAEUEES EON WHICH MAIL DELIVERS IS SATISEACTORT. 


202013 CCR 6817-8 

UNLESS OTHERWISE INDICATED THIS OISPATCH WILL IE TRRNSMIT7ED WITH OEfERRED PRfcCEOENCE. 

ORIGINATOR rill IN PATE AND TIME DATE 


TIME 


TEST 


(FROM CINCPAC TO COM INCH) 

DURING MIDWAY OPERATIONS FLETCHER WAS SENIOR TASK FORCE 
COMMANDER IN AREA AND RESPONSIBLE FOR ACTIVITIES TASK 

FORCES 16 AND 17. YOi-R 1?1?20. FOR HIS 8ERVICES MI DM Y 
AND PRIOR SERVICES CORAL SEA I REITERATE WITH ADDED 
EMPHASIS MY RECOMMENDATIONS IN MY 0?221? OF MAY THAT 
FLETCHER BE DESIGNATED TASK FORCE COMMANDER WITH RANK 
VICE ADMIRAL AND AWARDED DISTINGUISHED SERVICE MEDAL. 

I AGAIN RECOMMEND THAT SPRUANCE BE AWARDED DISTINGUISHED 
8ERVICE MEDAL FOR DISTINGUISHED SERVICE AS COMMANDER 
TASK FORCE 16 IN BATTLE OF MIDWAY MY 150117. 


t 



M.k. origin.! only. Delirrr to communication watch officer in peroon. (Sr* Art. 7* (4) NAVKECS.) 
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NAVAL MESSAGE 


NAVY DEPARTME' 


PRECEDENCE 


DRIFTER EXTENSION NUMRER ADDRESSEES 


FKOM Cl NCPAC (NPM) 

X 

o 

p 

a 

s 

COMINCH (N88) 

imn 

ROUTINE 

deferred 

memo iy 

om 99 .MIMF 1 * 4 * 

TOK CODE DOOM 621# 

INFORMATION 

BUPER8 

PMBftPP 

ROUTINE 

DEFERRED 

decoded tv T1ER8/NEWHOUSE 

# > 

PARAPHRASED BY 


INDICATE RY ASTERISK AOORESSEES FOR WHICH MAIL DELIVERY IS SATISFACTORY. 

I 


• 220055 CCH 7029 • 

UNLESS OTHERWm INDICATED THIS OIS PATCH WILL RE TRANSMITTED WITH DEFERRED PRECEDENCE. 
ORICIHATOR FILL IN DATE ANO TIME PATE TIME 

FROM CINCPAC ACTION COM INCH INFO SUPERS. 






REQUIRE A8 EARLY AS PRACTICABLE ADDITIONAL FLAG OFFICER 
TO COMMAND CRUI8ER GROUP IN CARRIER TA8K FORCE. 

COM INCH 211515 AND MY 160131 AND MY 202043. PURPOSE 
MIT8CHER RELIEVE BELLINGER AT ONCE ACCORDANCE BUPER8 
ORDERS. ALSO PURP08E FLETCHER COMMAND TA8K FORCE 11 
VITH NEW FLAG OFFICER TO BE ORDERED A8 CRUI8ER GROUP 
COMMANDER. KINKAID COMMAND TASK FORCE 16 DURING 
HALSEY'8 ABSENCE WITH TI8DALE AS CRUISER GROUP 
COMMANDER. FITCH COMMAND TASKFORCE 17 VITH GOOD AS 
CRUISER GROUP COMMANDER. NO CHANGE IN SET UP TASK FORCE 
18. ADVISE IMMEDIATELY NAME NEV FLAG OFFICER AND DATE 
ARRIVAL. 



(Se* Art. 7* («) NAVREGS.) 
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irnr 


Mak. original Mlp. Deliver to eoBBunication watch oBcer in peraon. 








































NAVAL MESSAGE 


NAVY DEPARTMENT 


ORAFTER EXTENSION NUMBER AOORESSEES PRECEDENCE 


fanM CINCPAC (NPM) 

X 

a 

COM INCH (NSS) 

PRIORITY 

RELEASED BY 

►— 

<_> 

■< 

ac 


RRR ,0UT,ME 

dayf 23 JUNE 1742 



DEFERRED 

TOR CODCROOM 03^2/030? 

X 

o 


PRIORITY 

DECODED BY BUSBY/PORTER 

*— 

3E 


ROUTINE 


z 


DEFERRED 

PARAPHRASED BY 





INDICATE BY ASTERISK AOORESSEES FOR WHICH MAIl DELIVERY IS SATISFACTORY. 

230205 CCR 7210-3 


UNLESS OTHERWISE INO ICATEO THI S DISPATCH WILL BE TRANSMITTEDI WITH DEFERRED PRECEDENCE. 
ORIGINATOR EILl IN DATE ANO TIME OATE TIME 


GCT 


TEXT 


COM INCH FROM CINCPAC 


i 


I 

I 


I 




i 


i 


NEJ ZEALAND NAVAL BOARD HAS RAISED QUESTION RELATIVE 
POPULATION OCEAN AND NAURU ISLAND ESTIMATING FOOD '..ILL 
BE EXHAUSTED OCEAN BEFORE SEPTEMBER AND NAURU BY JAN¬ 
UARY. NZNB SUGGESTS EVACUATION GILBERTESE POSSIBLY TO 
GILBERT OR ELLICE GROUPS. CHINESE PRESENT MAY ALSO 
DESIRE EVACUATION. 

GREAT BRITAIN AUSTRALIA ANNEG ZEALAND HAVE 
FINANCIAL AND POLITICAL INTERESTS IN THESE ISLANDS. 
MACARTHUR ADVISuS NEITHER HE NOR ACNB CONTEMPLATE ACTION 
REGARD ISLANDS. ATTITUDE GREAT BRITAIN UNKNOWN. VIEW 
FINANCIAL AND POLITICAL INTERESTS INVOLVED AND POooI3uY 
L UNITED STATES TO FURTHER CLmIMS AND MORAL RESPONSIBLE 
FOR EVACUEES FEEL BASIC QUESTIONS ARE MATTERS FOR AGftEc- 
MENT BY POLITICAL AGENCIES 

SEALED 

L/ Make original only. Deliver to communication watch ollicer in person. (See Art. 76 («) N A VKhfi.-».) g-jr 


IF ALL OVERNMENTj CONCfcRNED. 

SEE PAGE ThO 




mi’ 

1 






















































NAVAL MESSAGE 


NAVY DEPARTMEN 


DRAFTER EXTENSION NUMBER 

AOORESSEES 

PRECEDENCE 

FROM 

z 


PRIORITY 

RELEASED BY 

o 

■*. 

cr 


ROUTINE 


O 


OEFERREO 

DATE 




TOR CODEROOM 

z 

o 


PRIORITY 


►— 



OCCODED BY 

Z 

cr 


ROUTINE 


£. 


DEFERRED 

PARAPHRASED BY 





INDICATE BY ASTERISK AOORESSEES EOR WHICH MAIL DELIVERY IS SATISFACTORY. 

I?AGE TWO OF 230205 CCR 7210-S 


UN LESS OTHERWISE IHOICATED THIS DISPATCH WILL BE TRANSMITTED WITH DEFERRED PRECEDENCE 

OR IGINATOR FILL IN DAT E AN O TIME __ DATE__ TIME _ OCT 

TEXT 

REQUEST DECISION ON FOLLOWING: (A) SHALL EVACUATION 
BE MADE OR RELIEF EXTENDED BY PROVIDING FOOD. (B) IF 
EVACUATION IS MADE WHO ARE TO BE EVACUATED AND WHERE. 

(C) IF FOOD RELIEF l-S GIVEN WHAT WILL BE SOURCE FOOD. 

(D) IF US FORCES VISIT ISLANDS SHALL BBBB DEMOLITION 
MACHINERY INSTALLATIONS BE MADE. 

INVITE ATTENTION TO PERIODIC ENEMY AIR PATROL 
THESE ISLANDS. EVACUATION OR RELIEF SHIPS *. ILL REQUIRE 
COMBATANT SUPPORT THAT HB MAY INTERFERE OTHER MAJOR 
OPERATIONS. 



3 7 13 7 


Make original only. f>eliver to communication watch officer in person. (See Art. 76 (4) NAVUECS.) 
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NAVAL MESSAGE NAVY OEPARTME>‘~ 



INDICATE BY ASTERISK AOOAESSEtS TOR WHICH MAIL DELIVERY IS SATISFACTORY. 


I 


232230 CCR 7430-8 

UNLESS OTHERWISE INDI CATEO THIS OlSPATCH WILL BE TRANSMITTED WIT h offruPFO P’H> CEDI N CE. _ 

OR IGINATOR TILL IN PATE ANO TIME___ DATE__ _TIME_ CC T 

TEXT 

FIRST SHUTTLE TRIP PRESIDENT COOLIDGE FROM FULCRUM TO 
FANTAN COM INCH SERIAL 00380 OF MAY 13 LEAVES FULCRUM 
25 JUNE. 

MY 240620 AND 260415 MAY COM INCH 021545 JUNE. 

I REITERATE MY CONCERN OVER WITHDRAWAL NEW ZEALAND 

FORCES FROM FANTAN. SITUATION AS PRESENTED IN COMAIRSOPAC 
• RE 

220430 INDICATES NECESSITY STRENGTHENING FORWARD POSITIONS 
INSTEAD OF R TROGRADE MOVEMENT AT THIS TIME. INANY CASE IT 
IS ESSENTIAL THAT NEW ZEALAND TROOPS REMAIN FANTAN UNTIL 
37TH US DIVISION THOROUGHLY EXPERIENCED. 



• NOT IN FILES. CCR HAS REQUESTED REPETITION. 
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Make original only. Deliver to communication watch officer in person. (See Art. 76 (4) NAVKK/.S.) 
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WAVAL MESSAGE 

ORAFTM 


EXTENSION NUMBER 


NAVY DEPARTMEN' 


ADDRESSEES 


PRECEDENCE 


EROM 


" tH -N CT AC 4H£ftK4- 


RElEASED IV _ 

Dm 28-JtfNE 1^42 

torcooeroom 0209/0133 
DECODED IT 

ASED IT 


COM INCH 


COIISOUPAC 
COMSOUWESPAC 
GEN MACARIHUR. 


PFW T 

ROUTINE 

DEFERRED 


PPPPRty 

ROUTINE 

DEFERRED 


INDICATE BY ASTERISK AOORESSEES FOR WHICH MAIL DELIVERY IS SATISFACTORY. 

272?5i CCR 8225-S 

UNLESS OTHERWISE INDICATED THIS DISPATCH WILL BE TRANSMITTED WITH DEFERRED PR LCEOCNCE. 
ORIGINATOR FILL IN DATE ANO TIME DATE 


TIME 


GCT 


TEXT 


(TO N BE A HANDLeMIth^UTMOST SECRECY. LEARY PASS TO MACARTHUR) 

YOUR 271415. WILL MOVE SECOND MARINE REGIMENT AS YOU SUG¬ 
GEST EMPLOYING TASKFOR 18 AS ESCORT DEP-RTING ONE JULY. 

PLAN TO BUILD UP REQUIRED MARINE SQUADRONS HERE AND TRAIN 
IN CARRIER LANDINGS BEFORE DESPATCHING THEM AS THEtl EM¬ 


PLOYMENT MUST AWAIT COMf LET I ON OF AIR FIELDS IN OBJECTIVE 
AREA. 

WILL MAKE AVAILABLE 18 VPB FOR POPPY AND ISLANDS TO 
NORTHWARD AND 12 FOR FAf.TAN. ARMY AIRCRAFT DESIRED FROM 
HA.All TO BRING POBPY AND FANTAN EACH UP TO 8 B-17S AND 
13 B-26S. ARMY PLANES SENT THERE WITHIN THESE TOlTALS 
SHOULD NOT BE MOVED ON TO SUMAC AS HAS RECENTLY SEEN DONE 

IN CASE OF 8 B-17S AT POPPY. 

RECUEST MACARTHUR MAKE AVAILABLE TO GHOR:. LEY AUS- 
[ ^ TRALIAN SQUADRON AND MAXIMUM SUBI.ARINES. ALSO EMPLOY ALL 

SEALED 





(SEE fACE TWO) 

Make original only. Deliver to communication watch officer in person. (See Art. 76 (4) NAVREGS.) 



























































NAVAL MESSAGE 


NAVY DEPARTMEP 


DRAFTER EXTENSION NUMBER ADDRESSEES PRECEDENCE 


FROM 

RELEASED BY 

DATE 

z 

o 

o 

ac 

o 

w 


PRIORITY 

ROUTINE 

DEFERREO 

TOR CODEROOM 

z 

o 


PRIORITY 


►- 




z 


ROUTINE 

OECOOED BY 

<r 

o 




z 


OEFERRED 

PARAPHRASED BY 





INDICATE 8Y ASTERISK AOORESSECS FOJ WHICH MAIL DELIVERY IS SATISFACTORY. 


PAGE TO OF 272251 CCR 8225-S 

UNLESS OTHERWISE INDICATED THIS DISPATCH WILL BE TRANSMITTED WITH DEFERRED PRLCEOENCE. 


OR IGINATO R F ILL IN DATE AND TIME__ _DATE__ TIM E_ SCT 

TEXT 


PRACTICABLE LONG RANGE AIRCRAFT FROM SUMAC AND MORESBY 
BASES TO FURNISH AIR COVERAGE .. ITH COORDINATION AS RE- 
CUESTED BY GHORMLEY. 

CHOR'.'LEY V.ILL BE PLACED IN COMMAND OF OPERATION. 
PLAN FLETCHER CO.. LAND SURFACE FuRCES MADE AVAILABLE FROM 
FLEET. HIS EARLY APPOINTMENT TO VICE ADMIRAL THEREFORE 
NECESSARY. 

AS ANTIAIRCRAFT 3ATIERIES WILL 3E RECUIRED IM¬ 
MEDIATELY AM CONSIDERING MOVING FOjRTH DEFENSE BATTALION 
FROM ROSES AND INVESTIGATING POSSIBILITY MAKING THIRD 
READY IN TIME. 

MY 170251 COVERS MATERIAL FOR tiAS^ ESTABLISH E..T. 




SEALED -SE CRET 

Make original on’y. Deliver to communication watch officer in person. (See Art. 76 (4) NAVKFX.S ) 
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NAVAL MESSAGE 



NAVY DEPARTME’ 

- 


DRAFTED 

EXTENSION NUMBER 

ADDRESSEES 


PRECEDENCE 

FROM C 1 NCP AC 

(NYAG) 

x 



PRIORITY 

RELEASED BY 

A— 

U 

COMTASKFORCE 

COMTASKFORCE 

L 

rrr^CUTINE 

o 

► 

-4 

m 

j 

1942 

o 

COMTASKFORCE 

18 

DEFERRED 

TOR COOEROOM 

z 

a 

COMINCH 


PRIORITY 

DECODED BY CAMRROT 

J /FI ELD 

►- 

«i 

Z 

a 

COMTASKFORCE 

COMSOPACFOR 

1,4,9 

16 » IrZutine 

paraphrased by 

£ 

COMSOWESPACFOR 
COMSERFORPAC GEN T 

DEFERRED 

IACARTHUR 


INDICATE BY ASTERISK ADDRESSEES FOR WHICH MAIL OEIIVERY IS SATISFACTORY. 


300015 CCR 8572 S 

UNLESS OTHER WISE IN DICATED THIS OISPATC H Will BE T R ANSMITTE D WITH DEFERRED PHKLOINCf 

ORIGI NATOR Fill IN DAT E ANO TIME _ DATE 11 Mi OCT 

TEXT 

LEARY PASS TO MACARTHUR. ORIGINATOR CINCPAC HAS INFORMED 
COMTASKFORCES 4, ?, 16, AND 1? PLUS COMSERFORPAC. CCMINCH 
ALSO INFORMED. THIS ACTION FO CCMDRS TASK FORCES 11, 18, 

AND 3. 

HANDLE WITH UTMOST SECRECY. 

TASK ORGANIZATION. (A) TASK FORCE 18 LESS SAN FRANCISCO, 
VINCENNES, LAFFEY, PLUS AMPHIBFORPAC DETACHMENT COMPOSED 
CRESCENT CITY, PRES HAYES, PRES ADAMS, PRES JACKSON, ALHcNA. 
WITH 2D MARINE REGIMENT REENFORCED EMBARKED. (B) TASK FORCE 
11 LESS AYLWIN, MONAGHAN, PLUS PLATTE, CIMARRON. 

INFORMATION. OFFENSIVE AMPHIBIOUS OPERATIONS ARE PLANNED 
IN THE SOUTH PACIFIC AND SOUTHWEST PACIFIC AREAS. 

GENERAL TASK. FORCES LISTED ABOVE WILL PROCEED INITIALLY 
FROM PRESENT BASES TO SOUTH PACIFIC AREA PREPARED FOR AMPHIB¬ 
IOUS OFFENSIVE OPERATIONS. 

SEALED SECRE T 

Make original only. Delirer to communication watch officer in person. >’ f1 NAVHKY.si 
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NAVAL MESSAGE 


NAVY DEPARTMEN 


EXTENSION NUMBER ADDRESSEES PRECEDENCE 


FROM 

FOR ACTION 


PRIORITY 

ROUTINE 

DEFERRED 

RELEASEO BT 

DATE 

TOR COOCROOM 

x 

o 


PRIORITY 


*- 




Z 


ROUTINE 

OECODED BY 

OC 

o 




X 


DEFERRED 

PARAPHRASED BT 





INOICATE IV ASTERISK ADDRESSEES TOR WHICH MAIL OEIIVERV IS SATISFACTORY. 


PAGE 2 300015 CCR 8572 

UNLESS OTHERWISE INDICATED THIS DISPATCH WILL BE TRANSMITTED WITH D EFERRED PRECEDENCE. 

ORIGINATOR FILL IN PATE ANO TIME DATE TIME * GCT 

TEXT 


TASKS. (A) DEPART SANDIEGO 1500Z/1 JULY, PROCEED VIA 
APPROXIMATE GREAT CIRCLE TRACK TO PASS THROUGH POINT N25 
AT 2000Z/10 JULY ON COURSE 225 AT 14 KNOTS. (B) DEPART 
PEARL AT 1730Z/5 JULY. CONDUCT GUNNERY EXERCISES ACCOR¬ 
DANCE SEPARATE DIRECTIVE. (END PART ONE.) 



QOlO 


• 7117 


Make original only. Deliver to communication watch officer in person. (See Art. 76 (4) NAVREGS.) 




















































NAVAL MESSA6E 


NAVY DEPARTMENT - 


FROM 

z 

o 

u 

•* 

OL 

o 

-C0MTA3KF0UCE 15 

ROUTINE 

ROUTINE 

OEFERREO 

RELEASED JUMP 4 019 

JP — MMUli — - 

OATE 

TORCOOEROOM ni WMT /fit liWT 

z 

o 

p 

■< 

z 

ac 

o 

A*. 

£ 

COMSOWESTPACFOR 

C0MTA3KF0R3E 3 
COMSOJTHPACF Ok 

RCMTWE 

ROUTINE 

OEFERREO 

VAL U™ I f Un f 

OECODEO BY 

PARAPHRASED BY 


INDICATE IT ASTERISK AOOAESSEES TOR WHICH MAIL OEIIVERT IS SATISFACTORY. 

300125 CCR 8617* 

UNLESS OTHERWISE INOICATEO THIS DISPATCH WILL BE TRANSMITTED WITH OEFERREO PRECEDENCE. 


ORIGINATOR FILL IN DATE AND TIME 


DATE 


TIME 


GCT 


test THI9 18 LA8T HALF OF CINCPAC 300015 TO 8AME ADDRESSEES AN1) 
WITH 8AME ROUTIWfro TO 8E HANDLED WITH UTM08T 8ECRECYo 


PROCEED TO RENDEZVOUS WITH TASK FORCE 18 AT POINT HE3AT AT 
2000Z/10 JULY,. 

( XRAY) AT RENDEZV0U8 REAR ADMIRAL FLETCHER IN TASK FORCE 
11 A88UME TACTICAL COMMAND OF COMBINED FORCES 0 AT BANE TIME 

Direct operational control cf combined forces passes tc 

CCMM^jDER SOUTH PACIFIC FORCE VICE ADMIRAL QKORMLEY. EKROUTE 
TO RENDEZVOUS 30TM F0RCE8 AVOID 8IGHT OR PLANE CONTACT KITH 
CHRISTMAS ISLAND OR PlANES OPSRATIKG THEREFROMo THIS ORDER 
EFFECTIVE FOR EACH FORCE 12 M0UR8 PRIOR TO DEPARTURE FROM 
RESPECTIVE BASES 

FUEL AND PROVISION TO CAPACITY PRIOR TO DEPARTURE , LIMIT¬ 
ED FUEL AVAILABLE AT TUTU I LA AND III KANAWHA AT TONCMTASLc 

SEALED ^te^ET 
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Make original only. Deliver to communication watch officer in person (See Art. 76 (4) NAVREF.S.) 

















































NAVAL MESSAGE 


NAVV DEPARTMEf 


f 


EXTENSION NUMBER ADDRESSEES PRECEDENCE 


FROM 

RELEASED IT 

DATE 

FOR ACTION 


PRIORITY 

ROUTINE 

DEFERRED 

TOR CODE ROOM 

z 

0 


PRIORITY 


►- 




Z 


ROUTINE 

DECODED IT 









z 


DEFERRED 

PARAPHRASED IT 





INDICATE IT ASTERISK AOORESSEES TOR WHICH MAIL DELIVERS IS SATISFACTORY. 


PAGE TWO OF 300125 CCR 86178 

mtSS OTHERWISE INDICATED THIS DISPATCH WILL RE TRANSMITTED WITH DEFERREO PRECEDENCE. __ 

0M8INAT0R FILL IN PATE AND TIME DATE _ TIME _ GCT 

TEXT 

PLATTE, CIMARRON EACH LOAD 500,000 GALLONS AVGAS BALANCE 
FUEL. 

.. 

U8E ZONE ZERO TIME,' USE FOR ALL REFERENCE POINTS 
PACIFIC THEATER GRID SYSTEM ESTABLISHED BY CINCPAC DESPATCH 
211J51 APRIL. RENDEZVOUS DESIGNATED ABOVE IS IN THIS GRID 
SYSTEM. COMMUNICATIONS ACCORD PAC 70 PLUS SPECIAL INSTRUCT- 
I0N8 FOR SOUTH PACIFIC AND SOUTHWEST PACIFIC AREA9 PROMUL¬ 
GATED SEPARATELY^ CINCPAC AT SUBoASE PERAL HARBOR. CQM8C?AC 
AT HEADQUARTERS AUCKLAND. OPERATION ORDER NUMBER 34-4k. 


SEALED ^EGftE^r 


ITIIT 


Mike or i final only. Deliver to communication watch officer in person. (See Art. 76 (4) NAVREGS.) 
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NAVAL MESSAGE 


NAVY OEPARTM? > 

AOORESSEt*' 




o 


DRAFTER 


EXTENSION NUMBER 


PRECEDENCE 


FROM 


CQMINCH 


RELEASED IT 


DATE 


TOR COOCROOM 
OECOOED IT _ 


PARAPHRASED IT 


CINCPAC 


COMTASKFOR 8 


INDICATE IT ASTERISK AOORESSEES FOR WHICH MAH DELIVERY IS SATISFACTORY. 


/ y ■ v 


/ •' 


010245 

UNLESS OTHERWISE INDICATED THIS OISPATCH WILL BE TRANSMITTED WITH DEFERRED PRECEDENCE- 


URGENT 

■PNIONITV 

ROUTINE 

DEFERRED 


PRIORITY 

ROUTINE 

DEFERREO 


ORIGINATOR FILL IN DATE AND TIME 


DATE 


TIME 


GCT 


TEXT 


COMALSEC" ROUTINE THREE ZERO ONE NINE FIVE NINE VIEWED HERE WITH CONCERN AS 
LACKING DETERMINATION TO MAKE THE MOST OF AIR FORCE AVAILABLE AND INTENDING 

INEFFECTIVE EXPOSURE OF DESTROYERS PARA DOES DESPATCH EXPRESS VIEWS OF 

/ 

CCBfTASKFORCE EIGHT 


(MoiE: 7..it- Jorr.nli pc 201 r* r.*;LuF»l'y 
w : -if crce EIGHT, pr.O i.t* s r.«rpl 

o^rrptic,! i). 


■ r * fj Vv 

ulnn cf 


o 


^ SEALED 

i 

j 

^ * 71 »? 



Make original only. Deliver to communication watch officer in person. (See Art. 76 (4) N AVRFXiS.) 



















































INDICATE IT ASTERISK AOORESSEES FOR WHICH MAIl DELIVERY IS SATISFACTORT. 

Q <c 2o 

UNLESS OTHERWISE INOICATEO THIS OISRATCH WILL BE TRAHSMITTEO WITH OEFEBREO PRECEDENCE 


3314 


ORIGINATOR FILL IN DATE AND TINE 


DATE 


TIME 


GCT 


T£IT 

^ ■ - - ■ « -- a . i 

^ **■ 

MY REPLY TO MARSHALL REGARDING PUBLICITY ON CURRENT OPERATIONS IS 
QUOTED FOR YOUR INFORMATION QUOTE PARA ONE YOUR POINT ON THIS SUBJECT IS • 


' »» tVtfT- 


WELL TAKEN X IT IS DOUBTFUL HOWEVER THAT COMMUNIQUES ALONG THIS LINE 
WILL BE SUFFICIENT TO EXPLAIN AWAY OBVIOUS FACTS TO THE SATISFACTION 


OF THE JAPANESE X I THINK IT WILL BE NECESSARY TO PLANT EXPLANATIONS 
OF OUR PREPARATION IN THE FORM OF SURMISES BY THE PRESS PARA TWO ’./HAT 


I HAVE IN MIND IS HAVING THE PRESS USE ON ITS OWN BEHALF PAREN AND NOT 
AS A COMMUNIQUE PAREN SOMETHING ALONG THE FOLLOWING LINES COLON 


SUBQUOTE THE ATTACK ON THE ALEUTIANS AND ON MIDWAY FOLLOWED A 
PERIOD OF APPARENT INACTIVITY AFTER THE CORAL SEA BATTLE NINE MAY 


X APPARENTLY THE ARMY AND NAVY AUTHORITIES REALIZED THAT FOLLOWING 
THE ATTACK ON TOKYO ON EIGHTEEN APRIL AND THE REPULSE OF THE JAPANESE 


OFFENSIVE IN THE CORAL SEA AREA WITH THE SUBSEQUENT WITHDRAWAL OF 
JAPANESE NAVAL COMBAT UNITS FROM THAT AREA CMA ENERGETIC COUNTER¬ 
MEASURES BY THE JAPANESE WERE TO BE EXPECTED X IT WAS OBVIOUS THAT 
THE PERIOD OF INACTION WOULD NOT CONTINUE FOR LONG X SUBPARA 

OPERATING ON INTERIOR LINES AS THEY ARE THE JAPANESE ..ERE OF COURSE 
IN A POSITION TO STRIKE ANYWHERE ALOl.'G THE LONG LINE FROM DUTCH HARBOR 

THROUGH THE HAWAIIAN ISLANDS AND TO AUSTRALIA X LOOKING OVER THIS 
LONG LINE ONE CAN EASILY SEE THAT THE TWO UNITED STATES ADVANCED 

SEALED - SECRET 

Make original only. Deliver to communication watch officer in person. (See Art. 76 (4) NAVREGS.) Q 0 C 4 
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NAVY DEPARTMEN 


NAVALMESSAGE 

DRAFTER F-l EXTENSION NUMBER 2992 ADDRESSEES PRECEDENCE 


FW( 4 COMINCH 

RELEASED BY _ 

date JUNE 6 194-2 

TOR CODEROOM _ 

DECODED BY _ 



CINCPAC 


XXXXpriority XXXX 

ROUTINE 

DEFERREO 

PRIORITY 

ROUTINE 

DEFERRED 


PARAPHRASED BY 

INDICATE BY ASTERISK AOORESSEES FOR WHICH MAH DELIVERY IS SATISFACTORY. 


UNLESS OTHERWISE INDICATED THIS DIS PATCH WIL L BE TRANSMITTED WITH DEFERREO PRECEDENCE. 


ORI GINATO R FILL IN DATE iNO TIME _ _ OAT E TIME GCT 

' PAGE NO. 2 

BASES DUTCH HARBOR AND MIDWAY PRESENTED OBJECTIVES IMPORTANT TO THE 
SECURITY OF THE UNITED STATES POSITION IN THE PACIFIC AND AT THE SAME 

TIME BECAUSE OF THEIR EXPOSED POSITION'S INVITING ATTACK X IN VIEW OF 
THESE TV/O POINTS AND OF THE PROBABILITY OF STRONG ENERGETIC ACTION 

BY THE JAPANESE THE CONCLUSION IS DRAWN THAT TIE ARMY AND NAVY 
AUTHORITIES WERE NOT UNPREPARED FOR A DESCENT UPON TIESE POINTS 

END SUBQUOTE PARA 226 IN THE MEANTIME NIMITZ IS HANDLING THE PUBLICITY 
IN REGARD TO'DETAILS WHICH IS OF COURSE A DUTY WITH WHICH HE IS 

CHARGED X I AGREE WITH YOU THAT TO WHATEVER EXTENT OUR SUCCESS 
CONTINUES OUR itELEASES SHOULD IN NO CASE BE ALLOWED TO EXAGGERATE 

FCL a 

THE .{ESULTS PARA I WOULD APPRECIATE YOUR COMMENTS OH THE ABOVE 

UNQUOTE 


SEALED 



>7137 


Make original only. Deliver to communication watch officer in person. (>ee Art. 76 (4) N AV HF/«S.) 
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NA VAL MESS AGE ' . NAVY OEPARTMEN' 



TEXT 


LAST SENTENCE YOUR ZERO SEVEN ZERO EIGHT ZERO THREE SERIOUSLY 
DOUBT CORRECTNESS OF REPORTED CONTACTS Y.'ITH ORANGE ALEUTIAN 
FORCE X CONSIDER STRONG POSSIBILITY THAT PART OR ALL OF THIS 
FORCE DEPARTED THAT AREA NIGHT OF FOUR- DASH FIVE JUNE FOR 
RENDEZVOUS TO THE SOUTH.ZEST Y/ITH RETREATING HID /AY FORCES AND 
POSSIBLY Y.’ITH THE REMAINDER OF THE C01.DINED FLEET 


1*0 

C- 




ro 
c • 



SEALED -&E€R£T 
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NAVAL MESSAGE 


NAVY DEPAftTM 


ORAFTtR F-l EXTENSION NUMBER 

2992 ADDRESSEES 

PRECEDENCE 

1 

i rom COMINCH 


URGENT 

XXX “'ORiIY xxx 

1 1 

CINCPAC 

ROUTINE 

rflfasec yQ a 

o»if ^^tUNE 7 194-2 


OfffRBEO 

TOR torn ROOM 


PRIORITY 

| 4 

2r 

orcomo by “ 

C OMN OV/ESTSEAFRON 

CT P- S? 

ROUTINE 


i P- 

P 


h' 


PARAPHRASED Bt C<T^^Zl^e^r~r^ 

INDICAH BY ASTERI'.r AOORfttff. i- WHICH vx1| OELIVtPY Sf rtTOPY. 

01 (<rt ■ _ 

-id, 07 /<? 54 

UNLESS OTHERWISE • 1 • ■ tt ■ * ■"•*■ w -||0 ' 'H l)f- RRID >'xl l I Of N.-.f 

ORIGINATOR FILL IN DAT( AND TiM< IJATF tIMt 

TF XT 

3^ 


DEFERRED 


334U-S 




r.ct 


IN VIEW SITUATION COMNOWESTSEAFRON ZERO SEVEN ONE SIX ONE 
ONE WITH INDICATIONS OF CONTINUED PRESENCE OF ORANGE FORCE 
IN THE ALEUTIANS SUGGEST YOU CONSIDER SENDING NORTHWARD A 

STRONG TASK FORCE FORMED ON SARATOGA X YOU ARE AUTHORIZED 

If T' ' N ' • ’ ' y 

TO STRIP WEST COAST OF PATROL PLANES X ARI..Y REPORTS EIGHT - 

A 

AFIRI.l TWENTYNI1CE AND FOUR BAKER SEVENTEEN LEAVING EDMONTON 
TODAY FOR ALASKAN A;LEA AND SIX BAKER TWENTYFOUR EQUIPPED 
WITH AFIRM SAIL VICE ORDERED LEAVE CALIFORNIA TODAY FOR 
ALASKA PARA ASSUME YOU HAVE CONSIDERED USE OF LONG ISLAND 
TO FERRY FLAKES TO HAWAII 


/ 


—x rri 


O'Jt 7 




























NAVAL MCSSAGF 


NA> V Ut PAHTME 


°- >fT(a _ tXTEWMOW ffllHItB AODHrSStfS 

' * —. 

CtNCPAC 

CTF 8 

3 JUNE 1?42 

Ov 

• 0023/2355 COM INCH 

TIERS/TIERS 

Wf'NWUK b» 

,iS *’£ (•» . n ‘ . H M A 1 1 ! • ’, 1 1 • - f 1 •. • ■ • 


010751 CCR 2092 5 

•Nu:s iT H f M* -■ r '*< '' A T f ' ’».« , O' .“AT; H A ■ V A • „ 


OHIO H ftT 4 P ||.\ H CMTf .*»• I'M 
trn 


PRICH’tNU 


ppppp 


ppppp 


PLEASE COMMENT COM INCH 010245. TRANSMIT BREIF OF YOUR 
PLAN INDICATING EMPLOYMENT OF SHORE BASED AIR BY TYPE 
NUMBERS AND LOCATION. IT IS EXPECTED THAT YOU WILL MAKE 
MAXIMUM USE OF SHORE BASED AIR AND ADVANCED AIR FIELDS. 
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NAVAL MESSAGE 
v 

UM Af TI « 


( HlNMON N VHfO 


» NAV i lit F AR TMf 


At*UH( t S 


CTF 8 (VIA COMALSEC) CINCPAC 


PPPPPPP 


must! h» 

2 JUNE 1?42 

0854/0810 


COM INCH 


PPPPPPP 


i no *i hr 

ARAPHNASrO H’ 
!*<»*•' ATI bT AS T f u. 


BUSBY/PORTER 


012103 CCR 1949-S 

•IHlfVf QTHFbwiSf N I'l “CHH *Ui 


Milt * 1 H 


llMf»INAT( R MU IN ‘All *" ' T'«> ''til T Mi 

:ncr 

(THIS IS PART TWO COMTASKFOR EIGHT’S ZERO ONE TWENTY 
ONE ZERO THREE ACTION CINCPAC X PLEASE PASS COMINCH 
INFORMATION) 

SCREEN OF SMALL CRAFT DISTANCE ONE HUNDRED FIFTY MILES 
FROM UMNAK DASH COLD BAY AREA COVERING THE APPROACHES X 
FOUR SUBMARINES IN AREA COVERING SOUTHERN APPROACHES TO 
COLD BAY X STRIKING FORCE OF EIGHT DESTROYERS MAKUSHIW 
BAY PROTECTED FROM AIR AND RADAR DETECTION BY LAND BACK¬ 
GROUND AND WITHIN RANGE OF AIR COVERAGE FROM UMNAK FOR LOW 

; J 

VISIBILITY ATTACK IN THE UMBOK DASH DUTCH HARBOR AREA 
ONLY X MAIN BODY OPERATING TO SOUTHWARD OF ALASKA PENIN¬ 
SULA X PATROL PLANES EQUIPPED TO TAKE TORPEDOES X TWELVE 
TORPEDOES ARE AT UMNAK AND EIGHTEEN AT COLD BAY X MEDIUM 
BOMBERS ACSN (ARE?) EQUIPPED TO CARRY TORPEDOES X STRIKING 

FORCE OF LAND BASED AIR NO NISTRAY (TO DESTROY?)ENEMY F0RCE8 

(SEE PAGE TWO) 
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NAVAL MESSAGE 


NAVY OEEARTME 


DRAWN 

11TfN s NUVRfP 

ADDRESSEES 

PRECEDENCE 

- ^ 

y 


PRIORITY 

«■!tlto 

n 


routine 

run 

k 


lift ERRED 

•- V. . ‘ i'.OM 

* 


»M*(UR|T 1 

»ni r i>* 



HOUTfNE 

PARApHRA*.C3 §T 

S k'\ M i. 

S i 

• tv=:; < » • •• Msu . 11 ,• l. ,, u 

•• BCf DRV. 

Sff!R»5U 

Sil'" OTnfPWlS t »•» 

PAGE TWO OF 012103 

f I H W . V.M ■ I 1 (1 

CCR 1949-8 

wifn - ‘pfRRiu ivi iifhcf 


• *M<)R Mil h 

ih t * 1M 1 ClIM 

* M* 

OCT 

i V 




APPROACHING ALEUTIAN DASH ALASKA AREA USING TORPEDOES IN 

FIRST ATTACK ON CARRIERS ON LOCATION ENEMY FORCES ADVANCING 

ON UMNAK DASH COLD BAY EFFECT MAXUMUM CONCENTRATION TO 

ATTACK X PLANES LOCATED THIS DATE AS FOLLOWS COLON UMNAK 

ONE HEAVY BOMBER! SIX MEDIUM BOMBERS SEVENTEEN FIGHTERS X 

COLD BAY SIX MEDIUM BOMBERS SIXTE N FIGHTERS X KODIAK TWO 

HEAVY BOMBERS TWO MEDIUM BOMBERS JMBMMKS TWENTY 

FIGHTERS X ENR UTE ARRIVAL DATE UNKNOWN EIGHT HEAVY BOMBERS 

TWENTY FIVE FIGHTERS X THIS BASE BY DISPERSION CAN TAKE ONE 

ADDITIONAL SQUADRON HEAVY BOMBERS AND ONE SQUADRON MEDIUM 

BOMBERS X ANCHORAGE SEVENTEEN MEDIUM BOMBERS THREE FIGHTERS 

ONE MEDIUM BOMBER TWENTY FIVE FIGHTERS ENRUUTE X THIS BASE 

CAN ACCOMMODATE ADDITIONAL AT LEAST ONE SQUADRON HEAVY 

JOMBERS TWO SQUADRONS MEDIUM BOMBERS X RCAF PLANES AT 

ANNETTE FIFTE N MEDIUM BOBBERS THIRTY FIGHTERS X YAKUTAT 

(SEE PAGE 3 ) 



0370 













NAVAL MESSAGE 


• NAVY DtPAHTME 


OtWHR 

EXTENMI1N NUMAER 

AODRE SSEFS 

PHIM OFNC 

• rum 






PNiQRIl f 

HflUl'NI 

RflEAlEC H 

Qt 


DAT r 



lift IMM 

MIA CUOtROflW 

* 


• iiioHTf 

or ' CXHD R» 

4 1 ■ 

T- 


N IJUT'Ni 


T 


\ ( f ** ( 

PARAPHRASED hr 

\ 



INDICATE 6> ASlflm* AD.^r' 

r,,H .xi;h wait tiuihht i> 

SAT!5,i ACTURf. 


P^GE 

jRirss othcbwise sii 

THREE OF 012103 CCR 1949-S 

PATCH W IHSM 


ORIGINATOR fill IN OATJ 

7IM' DAM 

TIM* 


TEXT .. 

' 




NO PLANES AT PRESENT X CAN ACCOMMODATE ONE SQUADRON HEAVY 
BOMBERS ONE SQUADRON MEDIUM BOMBERS AND ONE SQUADRON 


FIGHTERS X UMNAK DASH COLD BAY NOW HAS ALL PLANES THAT THEY 
CAN MILITARILY ACCOMMODATE X ENDS TWO PART MESSAGE RELAY 


CORRECTION: FOUR SUBMARINES IN AREA COVERING NORTH AND SOUTH 
APPROACHES TOUMNAK X TWO SUBMARINES COVERING SOUTHERN APP 
PROACHES TO COLD BAY X STRIKING FORCE, ETC. X END OF CORRECTION 



SEALED SECRET 
















NAVY DEPARTME 


NAVAL MESSAGE 


DRAFTER EXTENSION NUMBER ADDRESSEES PRECEDENCE 






FROM 



PRIORITY 

CTF 8 (VIA COMALSEC) 


CINCPAC 

PPPIHMU 

RELEASED BY 

a 




**• 


DEFERRED 

date JUNE 2 1942 




TOR CODE ROOM 0553/0445 


COUINCH 

PPPPPPP 

nrcooft' by CRISuELL /PORTER 

> 

(X 

O 


ROUTINE 



• 

OEFEBRED 

PARAPHRASED BY 





INDICATE BY ASTt PISK ADDRESSEES Fur WHICH Mill DELIVERY IS SATISFACTORY. 

012105 CCR 1?17-S 

UNLESS OTHERWISE *N.T '.TED tMIS DISPATCH WILL RF TRANSMITTED *ITH DE*ERRED PRECEDENCE 

ORIGINATDR FILL IN OATf AND TIMt DATE TIME JGCE 

TEXT 

(PART ONE OF TWO PARTS ACTION CINCPAC AND TO PASS TO 
COMINCH FOR INFO X THIS FROM COUTASKFOR EIGHT) 

COMALSEC THREE ZERO ONE NINE FIVE NINE -AS UY MESSAGE AND 
DOES EXPRESS MY VIEWS X DEEPLY R..GRET MY WORDING WAS SUCH 
AS TO BE SO COMPLETELY MISUNDERSTOOD X I TRIED THEREIN TO 
]RAW THE PICTURE OF WESTERN FLYING FIELDS IN SUPPORT OF 
THE ESTIMATE THAT THE GREAT NEED OF PRESENT ALASKAN SIT¬ 
UATION IS STRATEGIC AND IS IMMEDIATE AND LARGE SCALE RE¬ 
INFORCEMENT OF LAND BASED AVIATION X CONSIDER MY OP PLAN 
USES AVAILABLE AIR TO MAXIMUM POSSIBLE X TI ME ALONE CAN 
TEST WHETHER OR NOT MY USE OF DESTROYERS IS EFFECTIVE X 
WITHOUT SOME EXPOSURE THERE IS ABSOLUTELY NO CHANCE OF THEIR 
OFFENSIVE USE X RF.GRET CAN NOT SET FORTH ALL MY REASONING 
BUT BELIEVE MY PLAN PROVIDES FOR Su'.ND EMPLOYMENT OF FORCES 


AVAILABLE X HEREAFTER CAN NOT COMMUNICATE WITHOUT BREAKING 

Radio SILENCE FROM SEA which I desire to AVOID if POSSIBLE 

---- 

0072 


. \ K»‘ 


























NAVY DtPARTME 


NAVAL MESSAGE 


EXTENSION NUMBER »0DRt$SEtS PRECEDENCE 


fromL _ 

<r 

n 


PRIORITY 





Rfiusts b> 



ROUTINE 


o 






DffFRQED 

D»Tt 




Tl'R 1 ! «(«OW 

* 

0 


PRIORITY 






n 



Of r OtNO BY 

5 

u 

C’ 


ROUTINE 


£ 


CffFARfD 

PARAPHRASED BY 





INI' ATI (IT ISTERISE ADDRt >S',‘ S I JR <*H'CN Mill DEllVIRt $ SIT! V '(.TORY. 

PAGE TWO 012105 CCR 1?17-S 

JNlfSS DTMfUWlSf IN Ur r *l. OlSRATCH WILL Rf ' RAN % MI f Tit) WITH DH FflPCO PMtCLOENa 

ORIGINATOR HU IN DATE 3NO TtH« DftTI TlM! c< 

rriT 

DAILY AIR SEARCHES BY PATROL PLANES RADAR EQUIPPED NORTHWEST 
SECTORS FROM COLD BAY AND DUTCH HARBOR-UMNAK ALSO SOUTHERN 
SECTORS FROM DUTCH HARBOR AND SAND POINT TO DISTANCE OF 400 
MILES X SEARCH BY HEAVY BOMBERS DAILY ONE PLANE ALONG ALEUTIAN 

r~ 

CHAIN FROM UMNAK TO KIPKA X THREE PLANES RADAR EQUIPPED FROM 

kodiak Southwest sector to distance of 700 miles x end of 

PART ONE 


SEALED 
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CINCPAC 

COM INCH 

OPOPOPOP 

1 JUNE 1942 

2245/2233 

TIERS/NEWHOUSE 

COMTASKFOR 8 

OPOPOPOP 


012133 CCR 1854S 

1HGINM N fl.i 1 * T ‘ <1*M 

FROM CINCPAC X 

FROM PREDEPARTURE CONFERENCE COMTASKFOR 8 AM CONFIDENT THERE 
IS NO LACK OF DETERMINATION TO USE SHORE BASED AIR TO THE 
MAXIMUM X YOUR 010245 X MY INTERPRETATION COMTASKFOR 8 
DISPATCH 30195? IS THAT FROM CONDITIONS OF FIELDS NUMBER 
OF PLANES AVAILABLE PROBAB^B’ ENEMY FORCES AND KNOWLEDGE 
CHARACTER OF PREVIOUS ENEMY ATTACKS HE APPARENTLY ESTIMATES 
THAT PRESENT SHORE BASED AIR CANNOT BE RELIED UPON TO STOP 
ENEMY AND THAT FURTHER MEANS MUST BE TAKEN X IF FIELDS AS 
UNPREPARED AS REPORTED PLANE LOSSES MAY BE HEAVY AND 
REENFORCEMENTS WILL BE NEEDED AND SHOULD BE READY X HOPE 
YOU CAN FIND THESE REENFORCEMENTS X HE RECOGNIZES HAZARD 
INVOLVED IN ADVANCE POSITION OF DESTROYERS BUT AS LONG AS 
AIR COVERAGE IS SUPPLIED FROM UNMAK REPEAT UNMAK FIELD 
THE LOCATION OF THE DESTROYERS IS A CALCULATED IISK 



PAGE 1 
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*avai message 

DftAf T( fi 




I A * 


A \ 


• T •. in Nl'VMP 


NAVY r AKTMH 

Annpi 


• i 4’t M ASIM'-' * 


CINCPAC 012133 CCR 1845S 

! P' 'HAT H IH kA 

if 


CONSIDERED WARRANTED BY CIRCUMSTANCES X I HAVE FULL 
CONFIDENCE IN THE SKILL AND JUDGMENT OF THEOBALD IN 
MAKING USE OF THE MORE DETAILED AND LOCAL INFORMATION 
NOT AVAILABLE TO ME 









o 


NAVAL MESSAGE 


XV >■ 


NAv r D! y AHIMf 


DAAt fix 


.HI 


COMNOKESTSEAFRGK (NPC) 

JUNE 3* 1942 
2015/2000 
S!!I TH/CANNING 


BRIOR 

CINCPAC (NPU) PRICRITT 
COUINCE (NSS) 



031941 OCR 2259S 


THIS TO CINCPAC AND COT.UNCH. CCMNOWESTSEAFRON TALKING. 

DUTCH HARBOR FORT I.1EARS ATTACKED BY 4 JAP BCUBERS WITH 12 
FIGHTERS AT 0550X • EXACT EXTENT DAI.1AGE NOT YET KNOWN. 
FORT GLENN NOT ATTACKED. DUTCH IIARBQR ATTACK BEING 
RENEWED AS THIS DESPATCH FILED. 

o 




76 









NAVAL MESSAGE 


SAW JlFARTME. 


M * ‘ S H N MRfP 

ADDRCS5H ' 

..»K» m* 1 ' 

CINCPAC 

ALL TASK FORCE 
COMMANDERS UNDER 

ppppp 

3 JUNE 1?42 

MY COMMAND 


2244/2234 

NEWH0USE/3MITH 

COM INCH 

ppppp 

032154 

CCR 2285S 



PATROL PLANE BEARING 247 DISTANT 470 MILES FROM MIDWAY 
REPORTS SIGHTING TftO ORANGE CARGO VESSELS. PLANE CON¬ 
TINUED SEARCH. 

ORANGE MAIN DISTANT 7W FROM MIDWAY ABOUT 2100Z/3 












SAVAl MfSStnt 


vt 


t 



NAS DUTCH HARBOR CTF 8 

COMALSEC 
USS CASCO 

3 JUNE 42 

2337/2331 

HUTCHINSON/PITKIN 


032215 


CCR-22?9-S 


(PASSED BY CINCPAC TO COMINCH FOR INFO) 

ELEVENTH AIR FORCE REPORTS CONTACT ENEMY CARRIER 
LAT 53-07 LONG 167-10 AT 2100Z 



















N1SDUTCH HARBOR 


COMALSEC 


4 JUNE 1942 
0055/2043 
BUSBY/PORTER 


RRRRR 


COM THIRTEEN 
CTF 28 

C!NCPAC RRRRR 


040745 CCR 2499-3 


ABOUT 10 TORPEDO BOMBER PLANES ESCORTED BY ABOUT 15 FIGHTERS 
ATTACKED DUTCH HARBOR AT 0655 WILLIAM X PLANES APPEARED WITH¬ 
OUT WARNING BUT STATION WAS AT DAILY DAWN BATTLE STATIONS 
AND HEAVY ANTIAIRCRAFT FIRE WAS OPENED IMMEDIATELY FIGHTERS 
DELIVERED STRAFING ATTACK ON CATALINA MAIL PLANE TAKING OFF 
FOR KODIAK WHICH IMMEDIATELY WAS BEACHED ON SAND SPIT X TWO 
MEMBERS OF CREW WERE KILLED AND ONE INJURlD X HORIZONTAL 
BOMBING ATTACK WAS DELIVERED FROM NINE THOUSAND FEET ALTI¬ 
TUDE TARGEIS WERE OLD WOuDEN OIL TANKS RADIO STATION AND 
FORT MEARS X TANKS AND RADIO WERE NEARLY MISSED LATTER BEING 
DAMAGED AND TRANSMITI ING ANTENNA BEING TEMPORARILY OUT OF 
COMMISSION AFTER FIRST CONTACT REPORT HAD ALREADY BEEN SENT 
SEVERAL BARRACKS AND ArREHOUSES AT FORT MEARS HIT AND BURNED 
X PRESIDENT FILLMORE OORLEN KING TALBOT GILLIS SAIL TWENTY 
SEVEN AND ONANDAGA WERE IN OAHBOR AND UNDaMAGED X ALL SHIPS 
LEFT THE HARBOR DURING OR JUST AFTER THE ATTACK AT 0715 


SEE P.2 

O': 79 











NAVAl MFSSAGf 


NAV i 


► /- Mf M f 


" If * ITT! *■.< u f»UV4»FR 

M 

I A .1 


PAGE TtvO OF 040745 CCR 24??>SBBBBBBBBBBB 


PLANES RETIRED TO NORTHWARD KNOWN CASUALTIES ARt NAVY THREE 
DEAD ONE SERIOUSLY WOUNDED MARINES ONE DEAD RSIEMSFDRAKE 
ONE DEAD ARMY 18 DEAD AND BB 25 SERIOUSLY WOUNDED AT 
1035 SEVERAL UNIDENTIFIED PLANES WERE SIGHTED BUT NO ATTACK 

was made x Facilities toSlrve fleet surface submarine or 

AIR UNITS READY TO SAME CAPACITY AS BEFORE X TJTE RED 
VISIBILITY INDICATE NOIRECURrtENCE FURTHER ATTACKS PRIOR 
DAWN TOMORROW XX 












NAVAt Ml 


ALL ADEeS „CTI ON 


CTF 4 

( NAS KODIAK ALASKA ' 

4 JUNE i?42 
0036/2321 
BUSBY/PORTER 


(LOCALLY ASS. AIRCRAFT PPPPP 

CALL) 

L 

LOCAL ARMY 
COM INCH 
CINCPAC 

COMNORWESTSEAFRON 
COMPATREPLANRON PAC 
COMALSEC 


041126 CCR 2494-S 


(THIS FROM CTF FOUR X RADIO BREMERTON DELIVER TO COM INCH 
CINPAC COMNORWESTSEAFRON COMPARONPLANRONPAC X COMALSEC 
AND LOCAL ARMY HAVE THIS X) 

MSG IN THREE PARTS X PART ONE X RESUME OF AIR OPERATIONS 
THREE JUNE X ALL TIME ZONES ZEO X DUTCH HARBOR ATTACKED 
ONE TIME FROM BERING SEA AT 031555 BY 4 TYPE 97 KOGEKIKI 
TORPEDO BOMBERS AND 14 FIGHTERS X ATTaCK CEASED AT 031615 
X ENEMY RETIREB TO NORTH X APPEARED PRINCIPALLY PHOTO RE- 
COHHAISANCE X NIL DAMAGE REPORTED TO AIR STATION INSTALLA¬ 
TIONS X ONE CATALINA STRAFFED ON WATER X MINOR FIRES IN 

THREE 

FORT MEARS BARRACKS AREA X ABOUT 2100/BOMBS OBSERVED DROP 
THRU OVE- CAST STRIKING WATER FIFTEEN MILES XX 










M 


T Mf' 


NAS KODIAK 

4 JUNE 42 

2257/2213 

SMITH/PITKIN 


LOCALLY ASSIGNED 
AIRCRAFT CALL 


PPPPPP 


041145 CCR-2468-S 

(PASSED BY COMNOWESTSEAFRON TO COM INCH AND COMREPLACEMENT 
PATRONS PACFLT) 

(PART TWO) NORTH OTTER POINT FIELD X 

COLD BAY NOT ATTACKED X CATALINA IN COMBAT WITH CRUISER 
AMPHIBIAN NORTH OF CARLISLE ISLAND AT 2015 X OWN LOSSES 
ONE CATALINA STAFEED DUTCH HARBOR X ONE DOWN ON REEF 
NORTH OF TIGALDA X ONE ON SOUTHWEST END OF TIGALDA X 
ONE BEACHED AND ABANDONED CAPE AIBK REPEAT AIAK UNALASKA X 
THESE REPORTED NIL COMBAT DAMAGE OR PERSONAL CASUALTIES X 
ONE DOWN BEARING 16? DISTANCE 70 MILES FROM OTTER POINT 
AFTER REPORTING CONTACT WITH ENEMY CONCENTRATION OF 
UNNAMED TYPES IN LAT 52-45 LONG 167-04 AT 040200 X 
INDICATE ONE MAN INJURED X TENDERS ENROUTE TO RESCUE X 
BELIEVED ENEMY LOSSES ONE CRUISER PLANE SHOT DOWN OFFSHORE 
OTTER POINT 032100 X ONE IN COMBAT 



W 













NAVY DtPARTME. 


NAVAL MESSAGE 


DRAFTER 

EXTENSIDW NUMBER 

ADDRESSEES 

PRECEDENCE 

FROM 

x 


‘ 

PRIORITY 

RELEASED BY 


»— 

u 

a. 

« 

ROUTINE 

DATE 4 

JUNE 1942 

O 


DEFERRED 

TOR CODEROOM 

OtCODEO BY 

PARAPHRASED BY 

2128/1922 

CANNING/TIERS 

X 

o 

> 

a. 

O 

£ 


PRIORITY 

ROUTINE 

deferred 


INDICATE BY ASTERISK ADDRESSEES fOR WHICH MAIl DELIVERY IS SATISl ACTORY. 


04115? CCR 2452 


UNLESS OTHERWISE INDICATED THIS DISPATCH WILL RE TRANSMITTED WITH DEFERRED PRECEDENCE 

ORIGINATOR FILL IN DATE ANO TIME o«H TIME CCT 


TEXT 


■LlilERSEPT 


(NOTE:CODEROOM IS SERVICING . 
HEADING AND MISSING PORTIONS) 


(PART 3) 

WITH CATALINA. ALL DF INDI GAT IONS,PREVIOUS NIGHT RADAR 

CONTACTS AND OTHER UNCONFIRMED-(3 GROUPS HERE MISSING) — 

-RIER NORTH OF ALEUTIANS INVESTIGATED NEGATIVE RESULTS 

REPORT OF B-26 TORPEDO ATTACK ON CONCENTRATION SOUTHWEST 

OF ATTER POINT NOT CONFIRMED . --(HERE 5 GROUPS MISSING)— 

■I B-17 REPORTED QUOTE AFFIRMATIVE LARGE CARRIER DIVE 

BOMBING PLANES FIGHIING PLAMES UNQUOTE NIL POSITION GIVEN. 

BASE RECKONING PLACED PLANE ON LINE FROM LAT 4?-30 LONG 

177 WEST TO 48 EVEN LONG 175 WEST.PLANE NOT HEARD FROM 

SINCE.COMALSEC AND LOCAL ARMY AGREE WITH FOLLOWING ENEMY 

TRAIN IF PRESENT IS IN BEARING SEA COVERED BY SMALL CARRIERS 

FROM WHICH DUTCH ATTACK LAUNCHED.HEAVY STRIKING FORCE 

INCLUDING LARGE CARRIERS SOUTH OF ALEUTIANS HEADING EAc,T 

TO LAUNCH ATTACK ON UUTCH OR COLD BAY EARLY FOUR JUNE/ 
AlUCOAUiUCTlNG JIIGIil^SEMCH AS PER-J^L^ , m 


Make orifinal «nly IMiver t•» rommumcat n'M «* a'• h .*rticcr in pcmun 


(<*r Art 76 <i) SAVRKft'* » 


0303 






























naval message 

ORAETIR 


navy DEf ARTME 


I *11 SSIoN NUMBER 


NAS DUTCH HARBOR 

NE1EASCI ft* 

4 JUNE 1942 

1 '•< cunt room 1901/1855 

TIERS/EDWARDS 

PARAPHRASED BY 
INlJ,MT ‘ »’ • . < m *« w 


ADDRESSEES 


COM 13 


I a i 


I'HEtl U( NCi 

URGENT 

1 1 


«* 
, > 


8y “ 


JNUSS OThI Raise !s si 


4 1 (>i LIVERY IS SAT.m • ry(|, 

041720 CCR 2440s 


I .1 IhlS QlSPAtl.h »m 


ORICIHAT CR fill is 3 A 1 | • ... IIM , 
f E*t .. . 

kimksikmki umnak 


Bf ►"‘NVMlfTtO YVIEH liKERRED »m. Cf 0 -N,;i 


PA? f 


HAS THIS 


ENEMY CARRIER PLUS ? vf^qci q nnr>. 

PLUS 2 VESSELS BEARING 210 TRUE DISTANCE 

240 NILES FROM OTTER POINT AT 164 ZED COURSE SPEED NOT 

»ITH TOR 11 VI0T0S 28 IN C0NTACT CEILING 2000 , 2 CATALINAS 
WITH TORPEDOES ENROUTE FROM CTG 8.1. 


SEALED 




Make ortginul oat 


» r In c rnimiihiWlil 


* it h 


N 4 V K hi 


0J£ ’ 
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NAVAL MESSAGE 


DR*f UM 

EXTENSION NUMBER 

- ^ 

cihcpac 

T 

PEUASEC E> 


-t 

at 

OAT f 

JUKE 4, 1942 


i > cr « «(i(iv 

1913/ 1912 

T i 

t»r; r>n»t p* 

TIERS/CANNIHO 

> 

> I 

■ ARAPMflAUO B* 



IN , t’t Et A5TT.pi',* * - ,1' ■ J'l WHICH Mill I I. .11* 


NAVY OEPARTME 

ADDRESSEES 



COCNDIT 1 (T) 
CINCPAC 


PRECEDENCE 

OP OP OF 

PRIORITY 

ROUTINE 

DETERRED 

OP OF OP 

routine 
PEE ERRED 


• 041845 OCR 24428 

miv, OTHER W'Sf 'N Ml.I •' .!'*• H #'11 -f .MIMIC: * ’« PETERREO •'“> • UNCI 

DRIC.lNAII'P TIU IN OtTt AND TIM' DATE TIME 


r,cr 


EIT 


IUTKRCEPT 


COUINCH INFORMED. 


MIDWAY REPORTS AIR RAID AT 041835 





0:J85 


























042(2)55 CCR 2450 - C 

UNI f SS OTMTRWlSf IN’ AT | J 0'>4T'H Will M TPAs M« r * t * h D(ffRPft) > iO(N I 


NAVAL MESSAGE 


NAVV OEPARTMf 

ORAFTIR 

FXTfNSinN NUMBER 

ADDPESSreS F'BIClOtNC, 

i ROM _ 

COMALSEC (NPC) 

§ 

CINCPAC (NPM) 

OP tH> OP 



u 

•1 


ROUTINE 

ftUUUD B* 


a 





£ 


bcrcMro 

DAT f 

4 JUNE 1?42 




TOR CDDtROOM 

2129/2123 

X 

COM INCH (NSS) 

OP OP OP 



7 


ROUT'ni 

orcaofo pt 

BUoBY/PORTER 

IX 

O 





X 


CAPPED 

PAPAPMRAUO BT 





INDlCAT| BT ASTIPISf A' )*>' ■ P M MAU OtllVERT 1 

SA 7 :*ALT 0 RT 



OATf 


TlMl 


ORIGINATOR MU IN DATf AH, H*« 

TEXT 

(THIS FOR CINCPAC INFO COM INCH FOLLOWING RECEIVED 
FROM COMALSEC) 


r,< r 


CONTACTED ONE POSSIBLY TWO CARRIERS PLUS TWO GUARDS 
AT POSIT LAT 50-07 LONG 171-14 COURSE 150 AT SEVENTEEN 
TWENTY X ENROUTE WITH BOMBS *ND TORPEDOES RESPECTIVELY 
B-17S AND 26S X CARRYING TORPEDOES AND ENRJUTE IS THE 
C/TALI NAS. TIME IS ZED. 


SE 



• :> - --—- 


0 6 





























(LOCALLY ASbIGNED A IRCRAFT (L0CA CRAFT S CALL^ D A ' R ° P ° P ° P 

UMLL ) 

CINCPAC 

4 JUNE 1?42 COM INCH 

0036/0023 

IKNMKXK BUbBV/PORTER 

042240 CCR 2492-S 


CONIACT 042105 ONE CARRIER THREE CAST AFIRM TWO DOG DOG 
COURSE THREE SIX ZERO SPEED FIFTEEN X BEARING 215 DISTANCE 
165 FROM DUTCH HARBOR ENEMY IN CRUISING DISPOSITION CARRIER 
INSIDE FEW PLANES ON DECK FINE VISIBILITY X FORCE IS SAME 
AS PREVIOUSLY REPORTED XX 




o ;• 7 
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NAv r 


# 


0 


naval messag 


S'' M 


AKTMl 


CTF 17 (NERK) 

CINCPAC 

OP OP OP 

4 JUNE 1942 

0129/0121 

MAIDWAY 


CRISWELL/PORTER 




s ■ 4tk bt t- . tt 

050001 CCR 2506-S 

‘'i ts- OTnfi. r v 

SAM ft i 1 » 

PASSED TO COW INCH FOR INFO BY CINCPAC 

(PASS TO MIDWAY X FROM COMTASKFOR SEVENTEEN) 

HAVE ATTACKED TWO ENE.wY CARRIERS REPORTED YOUR ZERO 

FOUR EIGHTEEN FORTYTHREE X HAVE NO INDICATION OF LOCATION XBBX) 

ADDITIONAL CARRIERS WHICH HAVE SIGHTED THIS FORCE XX 








V 



0 8 















V At V 


\ COMTASKFORCE 16 


CINCPAC 


URGENT 


5 JUNE 1942 

1311/ 0306 
EDWARDS/CANNING 


URGENT 

COLITASKFOR 17 
NAS MIDWAY 


. 050204 OCR 2621S 


- INTERCEPT - 

THIS FROM CONTASKFOR 16. ACTION TO CINCPAC, NAS MIDWAY AND INFO 
TO COMTASKFCR 17 . CINCPAC PASS TO MIDWAY IN ONE OF THEIR SYSTEMS. 

AIR GROUPS FROM TASK FORCES 16 AND 17 ATTACKED CARRIERS OF ENEMY 

FCRCE CONSISTING OF PROBABLY FOUR CV, TWO BB, FCUR CA AND SIX DD. 

ALL FOUR CV BELIEVED BADLY DAMAGED. ONE OR TWO OTHER HEAVY SHIPS 

C LA BED HIT. THE OF ATTACK BETWEEN 2130 AND 2300Z. AT 221?Z 

ENEMY MANEUVERING IN APPROXIMATE POSITION LAT 30-38 NORTH LONG 

LOSSES 

178-30 WEST. OUR PLANE XX3JEE HEAVY. REQUEST POSITIONS OF ENEMY 
UNITS AND TRACKING DATA AS PRACTICABLE. 














NAVAL MESSAGE 


NAv v j! A K t M £ N. 


o*»mh huhhqn Nuwmo 

.COMTASKFOR 17 (NERK) 

pkuh: 

JUNE 5 1?42 
0509/0447 
PURDY.BELL. 

HQ* 1/ >’ 

: ATI fit AS: s « ^ M v 1 

050315 CCR 2550 S 

un! i <nt' m '.r » •• 1 


OP OP 

CINCPAC 

ALL TF COMS PAC OP OP 

COM INCH 

(PASSED BY CINCPAC) 


THIS FROM COMTASKFOR 17- 

AFTER SECOND HEAVY ATTACK AT 0240 ZED YORKTOWN 
APPARENTLY SINKING. YORKTOWN REPORTED 2 ENEMY CARRIERS 
DESTROYED. HAVE NO IDEA LOCATION CARRIERS ATTACKING 
TASKFORCE 17. 









NAVAL MESSAGE 

NAV 1 Of PARTMI. 

* 

OR*rriR if Vl 

fi» mimbir inuRfUMS 

•PRI f 1 OfNCf 

M COI4TASKFOR 17 

COUTASKFOR 16 

URGENT 

W.KASCD «> r 

JUNE 5 1?42 

NAS MIDWAY IS. 

ROUTINE 

(MrewQ 

v 0625/(5614 

C1NCPAC 

URGENT 

CAM8R0N/FIELD 

(PASSED BY NPM TO 

! • m 

I'AftAi MRASIO bl 

COM INCH) 


ISOLATE fcl ISUPt*> .*!•• , . 

Ofl'YlRY l> : « 


0503 20 

CCR 2565 S 


UNtCSS OTHER Aftf 1st nil T»«r, 0! *'AI 

• t N'.V' ‘ w • !t 1*jH ► : . | M.' 


ORIGISAKP MU »N CiMf - * M< 

TF*T 




CINCPAC PASS TO MIDWAY FOR ACTION, ALSO COMTASKFOR 16 
FOR ACTION. 

REQUEST AIR SUPPORT WHILE I.RESCUE CREW YORKTOWN. 






*. It) . 


03 r J 

















naval message 

3RAMIN 


% 


NAV y i > kAH TMf» 




CJNCPAC 

•iiun; k* 

JUNE 5 1^42 

v il(?8/i{<38 

bell/field 

PAHWMlASti) Hi 


*otwr»sst»s 

CDRS ALL TF PAC 


COM INCH 


1 Ml | 0| s | 

PPPP 

l«OUf »S» 


PPPP 


, twm CCR 26 C 6 s 

" : . * - ■ II.:, 

omamuuR nu in ?t.'* ?n» • ^ M 

It IT 


THIS IS text of UIDiVAY 0S0220 SENT TO ALL TASKFOR COUS 
AND TO COM INCH FOR INFO BY CINCPAC. 

OF MAG THREE FIGHTERS EIGHT DIVE BOMBERS REMAINING IN COM¬ 
MISSION ALL OF V.H ICH LIMITED TO RADIUS 150 MILES DUE 

damaged tanks, all otoeec* except t.vo patrol planes 

TO OUTLYING RENDEZVOUS. HAVE DIRECTED CATALINA AMPHIBIANS 
RETURN HERE LAND IN LAGOON HILL USE FOR SCOUTS TOMORROW. 
GAS SITUATION EASTERN ISLAND CRITICAL ONLY 40,000 GAL¬ 
LONS IN UNDERGROUND STORAGE AVAILABLE DUE DESTRUCTION 
POWER HOUSE. 


SEALE D 


19 ? 












S AVAL MESSAGf 


N6.'< Ot^ARTMf 


_ t • 

*DnP r fs 

PRECtDtMCt 

\ INDEFINITE CALL 

INDEFINITE CALL 

URGEHT 

ROUTtNt 

JUNE 5 1^42 

0640/0621 

CAMBRON/FIELD 


1/IMHQfO 

1 

ROU T -Nf 

rut • n 

4AHt|)AU0 «•' 

•» . i ft Tf Jt 1 i R1 ► • • •*U 



050503 ‘ 

CCR 2570 S 



05^405 REPORT FROM COLD 8 AY 0-26 PILOT RETURNED DIVE BOMBED 
CARRIER BELIEVED OKAS IX A. TYPE. AT 050052 G&& (GAVE ?) 
POSITION BEAR ING 210 DISTANCE 120 FROM UUNAK ifl-riPUNROU 
ONE LARGE CV nlTH FIVE FIGHTERS ON DECK ONE SMALL CV NO 
PLANES TWO CA THREE DD COURSE 330 SPEED 25. REPORTED 
POSITION CHECKED WITH LAST KNOWN MOVEMENTS. 













NAVAL MESSAGE 


NA.» Ij( t'AH t Ml 


OlUfU* • •. v i » 

v CQUNOR*ESTSEAFRON (NPC) CINCPAC (NPU) 

COM INCH (NSS) 

JUNE 5 1942 

0723/0656 
CAMBRON/FIELD 

•APAPHMA t (• 
s t v % M 

050533 CCR 2581 S 


FROM C0MN0RTHWE3TSEAFR0N FOR CINCPAC AND COM INCH. 


PPPP 


DUTCH HARBOR UNDER REPEATED SEVERE AIR ATTACKS BEGINNING 
SHORTLY BEFORE 1?00 XRAY. COMMUNICATIONS STILL INTACT. 

















NAVAL MESSAGE 


iHTMI 


% 

r- 

NAV 

ORA* Tf R iv »* v 

MAS KODIAK COM INCH OP OP OP 

CINCPAC 

JUNE 5 i?42 COM 13 

#83§/#824 

cambron/field 

f. * .*.1 HR A 1 L hi 

( fel IMS PI * Ai' r , 

#50535 CCR 25?# S 

’•111' * • r T M ^ PW< .T * 

>M|f- f » H ,t • I 

■ I? 

FROM COUPATWING 4. 

THIS MESSAGE IN THREE PARTS. PART i. RESUME OF SITUATION 
AT #542#. ALL TIMES ZED. ML INDICATIONS OF ENEMY NORTH 
OF ALEUTIANS TODAY. ENEMY FORCE ONE CV TWO DD DEFINITELY 
LOCATE... BY CATALINA IN LAT 5 #-#7 LONG 171-14IT COURSE 15# 

AT #41725. TWO TORPEDO LOADED AMPHIB IANS IN AIR NEAR 
DUTCH HARBOR STARTED IMMEDIATELY TO ATTACK. CONTACT APPA¬ 
RENTLY LOST ABOUT 184#. TORPEDO AMPHIBIANS FORMED SCOUTING 
LINE AND SEVENTEEN V -3 REGAI NET CONTACT AT 2##5. REPOR¬ 
TED ”ONE CV, THREE CA, TWO DD POSITION BEARING 215 DIS¬ 
TANCE 165 FROM OTTER POINT FEW PLANES ON DECK, COURSE 
NORTH SPEED 15”. REPORTED ENEMY CHANGED COUR3F TO 2## 

SPEED 2# AT 2125. LOW FUEL AND ENGINE FAILURE MADE TOR¬ 
PEDO ATTACK INCOMPLETE. AT 2318 CONTACT LOST AS RELIEVING 
PLANE NOT ARRIVED. (END PART ONE) 
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NAVAL MESSAGE 



NAVY DEPARTME1 


Dunn 

' EXTENSION NUMIER 

ADDRESSEES 

" = 

PRECEDENCE 

CI6CPAC 

FROM 

Z 


Op OP Of 


RELEASED IT 

5 

ac 

ALL TASK FORCE COMS 
PAC FLT 

ROUTINE 


niTt 5 JUNE 

DATE 

1942 

O < 
u. 

DEFERRED 


TOR CODEROOM 

1056/5 

Z 

o 


PRIORITY 


BALL 

DECODED BY 

>— 

■< 

S 

ac 


ROUTINE 


PARAPHRASED IT 

V TUCKER 

u. 

z 


OEFERREO 


INDICATE IT ASTERISK ADORESSEES FOR WHICH MAIL DELIVERY IS SATISFACTORY. 


LT COPELAND 0505S7 NCR 8941 

UNLESS OTHERWISE INDICATED THIS DISPATCH WILL RE TRANSMjTTED_WITH_DEFERREO PRECEDENCE.__ 

ORIBINATOR FILL IN DATE AND_TIME_DATE_TIME_OCT 

TEIT INFO COM INCH. 

FOR YOUR INFORMATION FOLLOWIHO RECEIVED FROU MIDWAY 0430/06 
QUOTE COMTASKFORCE 17 TRANSFERRED FLAG TO ASTORIA. YORKTOWN HIT 
BY AT LEAST THREE BOMBS BADLY DAMAGED DEAD IN WATER BUT APPARENTLY 
SEAWORTHY UNLESS OTHERWISE DIRECTED TASK FORCE 17 WILL PROTECT 
AND SALVAGE YORKTOWN TASKFORCE 16 WILL CONTINUE ENGAGE ENEUY. 
YORKTOWN POSITION LAT 30-48 LONG 76-53 UNQUOTE• 


DISTRIBUTION 

COUINCH....COG. SHOW 20OP....1D.... 

RECORD COPY* 10....16....206....FILE.... 


NO FURTHER DISTRIBUTION IfrPfi BV jifiEa. 




Make original only. Delirer to communication watch officer In peroon. (See Art. 7# (4) NAVREGS.) 
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^ (MAS DUTCH HARBOR C0MAL3EC OP OP OP 

COM 13 
CINCPAC 
COM INCH 

JUNE 5 1^42 COMCEN ALASKA DEFENSE 

2657/(*638 

BELL/FIELD 


C*5?6l5 ' CCR 2576 S 


DUTCH HARBOR ATTACKED 9Y ELEVEN BOMBERS AND SEVEN FIGHTERS 
AT 18?8W. SS NORTHWESTERN AND i.AREHOUSES LOST. DETAILS 
.‘.'ILL FOLLOW. 


:os 7 











NAVAL MESSAGE 



NAVY OEPARTMEN. 



DRAFTER 


EXTENSION NUMBER 

ADDRESSEES 

PRECEDENCE 



FROM 

z 


PRIORITY 

J 

RELEASED BY 

►— 

u 

ac 


ROUTINE 

DATE 

w 


DEFERREO 

TOR CODEROOM 

Z 

o 


PRIORITY 

OtCOOfO BY 

►— 

Z 

ac 


ROUTINE 

PARAPHRASED BY 

z 


DEFERRED 


INDICATE BY ASTERISK AOORESSEES TOR WHICH MAIL DELIVERY IS SATISFACTORY. 


PAGE 2 050631 CCR 25?7 S 

UNLESS OTHERWISE INDICATED THIS OISRATCH Will BE TRANSMITTED WITH OEFERREO PRECEDENCE. 

ORIGINATOR FILL IN DATE AN O TI ME DATE TIME GCT 

TEST 


FORWARDED CONFIRMATION FROM COMTASKGROUP 8.3 OF COMTASKUNIT 
8.1.1 ORDERS TO UMNAK FOR B-26'S TO TAKE OFF ATTACK WITH 
TORPEDOES WHEN FOUR NAVY PLANES PLUS ONE B -17 THEN ABOUT TO 

(END PART TWO) 




0098 


S 7 1 > 7 


Make original onlp. Deliver to communication watch officer in person. (See Art. T6 (4) NAVRECS.) 















































OP OP OP 


NAS KODIAK COM INCH 

CINCPAC 

JUNE 5 1942 COM 13 

0947/0931 

cambron/field 

050631 CCR 2597 S 


(PART TWO) 

OUT OF FUEL. FOUR AMPHIBIANS CALLED INTO UMNAK TO LOAD 
TORPEDOES FOR' ATTACK. SIX B-17 ONE LB-30 DEPARTED KODIAK 
AT 1950 FOR COLD BAY ENROUTE TO ATTACK WITH BOMBS, DEPAR¬ 
TED COLD BAY FOR TARGET 050035, NO SUBSEQUENT REPORT FROM 
THEM. MESSAGE FROM COMTASKUNIT 8.1.1 INDICATED SIX UMNAK 
B-26 DEPARTED UMNAK TO ATTACK BUT RETURNED WHEN CONTACT 
LOST. CASCO REPORTED AT 042350 THAT FIVE B-26 DEPARTED 
COLD BAY FOR UMNAK TO REFUEL, ELMENDORF B-26'S FAILED TO 
REACH COLD BAY ACCOUNT ..EATHER *ND RETURNED. NO APPARENT 
ACTION BY ANY B-26'S SINCE. AT 050105 COMTASKUNIT 8.1.1 
REQUESTED ME TO oBTAIN IMMEDIATE ORDERS FOR ARMY AT UMNAK 
WHO HAD REQUESTED EXPLICIT ORDER EM ARMY AND NAVY SEPARA¬ 
TELY. AT 050209 FORWARDED COMTASKGROUP 8.3 ORDER TO UMNAK 
FOR BOMBARDMENT TO ATTACK CARRIER IMMEDIATELY. AT 050224 


0 99 












NAVAL MLSSAGE 


NAW ••■‘■KTMt 





o 



OfuruR 


COMTASKFOR 17 (NERK) 


JUNE 5 1?42 

ion contncnv ll?5/lC3B 

orrcrj*r m 

■’API- "HA i . i'* 


caubron/field 


V lA’I fl ASUP' f * - " 

UNICSS OTHfPAlSr •*- • 

OPiC»**iT B f B* jAlf ’ 1M 

TEJT 


C?5(*645 


CINCPAC OP OP OP 


PASSED BY CINCPAC TO OP OP 
COM INCH 


CCR 26*7 3 


FROM COMTASKFOR 17. 

YORKTOWN RECEIVED THREE B0M3 HITS FIRST ATTACK, TV,0 OR 
MORE TORPEDO HITS ON SECOND ATTACK. ALL BOILERS OUT 
OF COMMISSION SHIP LISTED THIRTY DEGREES AND ABANDONED 
WHEN APPARENTLY ABOUT TO CAPSIZE. STILL AFLOAT NO APPRE¬ 
CIABLE CHANGE IN TRIM DOWN BY THE HEAD. WILL Mil ATTEMPT 
TO TOW HER BY CRUISER . DESTROYER STANDING BY. 
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I 



S E AI 





'100 

















NAVAL MESSAGE 

ORAf T l h 


NAV t 1 FARTMEN 


I ? i I Of NCI 


CINCPAC (IND CALL) 

HU AM• by 

JUNE 5 1942 

0810/0752 

or )D»r Sr 

PARAPHRAjCO b’ 

INOtCAU hi ASTf P!' * A- f, m 


IDDRlSHft 


CDRS ALL TF PAC 
COM INCH 



IfMAfU 


OP OP OP 




050647 

Ni{ r .THrNW I • 

OftU.INATI H M-.t :*• ATI . m 

Tf XT 


CCR 2587 S 


net 


MIDWAY 050621 "PATROL PLANE THAT HAG BEEN TRAILING ENEMY 
ATTACKED BY ZERO FIGHTERS. MAY INDICATE JAP CARRIER 
STILL ON LOOSE" AND HIS 050620 FORTRESSES REPORT CRUI¬ 
SER LEFT AFIRE CARRIER A /oT UoC*TZd". 


SEALED 

Maki oniritM* 



SECRET 


a: 


c \« 


A - I 


I N \\ KK4. • 


» 3 ? 















NA . f 3H ;.KTM» . 



i 

i 


i 

I 

I 



I 

I 

I 



| 

• i 


i 

i 


naval mlssagf 


QtUf HH 




aQDH* SSf 1 . 


1‘KfCCfliNCI 

» SOM 






P«IOHlTY 

StlUit. ti 



i 



NOtlltfcl 







• f f W MI D 

DAT r 

QM 





• iiumi • 







wt.HM h 

a u.,i 

ft* 





’.if t fj.M u f 0 

S t * | 

4511P • • 






PAGE 

2 

1,1 A if M 

050655 


CCR 25?5 S 



• INTO 'iATt « 

hi i IN : i 




' 1 M f 



DOVA FOR KODIAK. LIEUT COMDR PAUL FOLEY USN DESERVES 
HIGH PRAISE FOR TODAYS CATALINA OPERATIONS. AT 050355 
DUTCH AND GILL IS REPORT PLANE ATTACK ON STATION. GARBLED 
REPORTS NOW COMING IN INDICATE REGAINED CONTACT AND POS¬ 
SIBLE ATTACK. (END PART THREE) 
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NAVAL MISSA 1 ' 


iinttm 

NAS KODIAK COM INCH OP OP OP 

CINCPAC 

JUNE 5 1942 COM 13 

0941/0922 
BELL/FIELD 

• ARAPHfiASt ■ b» 

IN. .wATi fO AS ' 1 .. 

050655 CCR 2595 S 

JNU5S OTHfRfllU '< - i‘ - a ► . 

QRICINAH R MU *N DAM r«* 1 Mw >im> 

' COMALSEC, LOCAL ARMY HAVE THIS. 

(PART 3) DEPART UMNAK HAD REGAINED CONTACT. COMTASKUNIT 
8.1.2 REPORTS AT 050254 COMPLETED SEARCH SECTOR TWO DIS¬ 
TANCE 450 MILES NEGATIVE RESULTS. THREE CATALI NAS DEPART¬ 
ING 050200 TO SEARCH SECTOR LIMITING BEARINGS 150 TO 225 
DISTANCE 200 MILES. B -17 RAKING NIGHT SEARCH KODIAK SEC¬ 
TOR 225 TO 216 DISTANCE 7 00 MILES. BECAUSE NUMBERS CATA- 
LINAS AND CREWS AVAILABLE UNDETERMINED CANNOT SPECIFY 
ADDITIONAL SEARCHES AT THIS TIME BUT WILL ENDEAVOUR TO 
REGAIN AND MAINTAIN CONTACT WITH ENEMY UNTIL ATTACKS COM¬ 
PLETED IF IT TAKES ALL NIGHT. PILOTS AND CREWS IN ALMOST 
CONSTANT FLIGHT AND ACTION PAST:48 HOURS IN MOST DIFFICULT 
WEATHER. COMMUNICATIONS DIFFICULT AS PATRON PORTABLES 
ONLY RELIABLE COMMUNICATIONS WITH FORTS GLEIN AND RANDALL. 
REINFORCEMENTS ENROUTE TWO CATALI NAS FROM SEATTLE TO KODIAK 
THREE KINGFISHERS SITKA TO KODIAK, ELEVEN WILDCATS AT COfJ/ 

SEALED 5E€R 

Make original only t)elivrr la communication **utch officer in person i *»ee Art. 76 ( 4 ) N A VRFX. 
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0 1NCPAC (NP*; 


ALL TASK F01 COUS PPPPPP 

PAC 


5 JUNE 1?42 
2 'S')/ l^o3 
tfUSBY/uURTIS 


PPPPP 

COM INCH 
COMGENHA.VDlPT 


^5r?lS CCR 2695 S 


FROU ClNCPAC INFO COUINCH AND COUGENHA.7DEPT 

YOU WHO PARTICIPATED IN THE BATTLE OF MIDWAY TODAY 
HAVE WRITTEN A GLORIOUS PAGE IN OUR HISTORY. I AU 
PROUD TO BE ASSOCIATED KITH YOU. I ESTIMATE THAT 
ANOTHER DAY OF ALL OUT EFFORT ON YOUR PART WILL 
COMPLETE THE DEFEAT OF THE ENEMY. 


SEALED 




'Ink. orupnnl onlr l>*livrr In eommunlclinn «.n. h ntliccr in per.on. 


Art. 76 («) NAVKH.M 






















NAVAL MESSAGE 


NAVY UIPARTMEI 


min us ntiNiioN NUMif a AonrosEH 

MAS KUDIAK COUINCH PPPP 

CINCPAC 
CONTASKFOR 8 

JUNE 6 i?42 

v 0443/0401 

* 

WINTER/FI ELD 

■ i*. r.» nNASl l> M 

V „• ATI M BU»«> 41 *-A M *'t t" «* 1 •* • ! ' 

051520 CCR 2762 S 

JNttSI - »ll m <*"< • w ' * - ‘fNUO ■ -< ■ »' 

gjttfttffAT 1 * MU ™ i% h *' 

tf IT 

FROM DPW FOUR. 

BEST IMPORTATION AT 1200 FIVE JUNE ZED INDICATES TOTAL 
CATALINA |M OPERATIONAL AND COMBAT LOSSES. DATE AND TIME. 
ONE ABANDONED SOUTH COAST UMNAK CREW SAFE. ONE SOUTH 
SCOTCH CAPE CREV. BELIEVED SAFE. ONE LAST REPORTED NEAR 
TIGALDI ISLAND AREA SEARCHED NEGATIVE RESULTS. ONE SHOT 
DOWN IN FIAPFL UNALASKA AREA CREW DEAD. ONE DAMAGED 
BEYOND REPAIR DUTCH HARBOR RESULT FIRST ATTACK. TWO 
CATALI NAS STILL MISSING FROM NIGHT OPERATIONS THREE OTHERS 
UNREPORTED. CHANGING ENGINE ONE PLANE AT DUTCH ENGINE 
DAMAGED BY 50 CALIBER ANT I-/ IRCRAFT IN ATTACK ON CARRIER. 
CATALI NAS AVAILABLE OPERATIONS THIS DATE EIGHT WITH POSSI¬ 
BLY TWO OR THREE MORE LATER IN MORNING. TOTAL ENEMY 
LOSSES DUE THIS TASK Cfl-UP ONE C L AMPHIBIAN SURE AED1ESDAY 
TWO PURSUITS POSSIBLY DAMAGED BY WILLIAMSON THURSDAY. NU- 




















NAVAL MESSAGE 


NAVV D^PARTMEl 


OfUtTtR 

EXTENSION NUMBER 

ADDRESSEES 

PRECEDENCE 

» itOM 

r.i 


PRIORITY 





'■ i 

•i 


ROUT INI 

PflEA.t: b* 

1 a. 



DAU 

: - 1 


DIURQIO 

1 r 


PRIORITY 

lt)« CODim-OM 




•t 

a 


ROUTiMt 

•< ;on t c pv 





- 


DETERRED 

» APAI MRAStO by 




v.,. t.’t n ASHWS* ino-.-A> : . 

• M A . H Mill' nt 11 VI M 1 IS 

S £ * 1 Sf ACTOR T 


PACE 2 

051520 

CCR 2762 S 


INK 5* VtHERtflSf *N sil Ti.<» 

niSPAPH *iu M •pAN-.MimO DfftRRfO ‘Mi Cl 01 NCI 


niildlNAIl 1 IIU IN iU 1'. 1 TiM 

DAU 

TIME 



TUT 

UEROUS INDECISIVE COMBATS BETWEEN CATALINAS AND ZEROS 
WEDNESDAY. 


SEALED SECRET 




. r omr' r al 


' t SAWCl*. 



























NAVAL MtSSAGE 


NA> f OlfABTMl 


Oftuu f. 


llllHil :S h VBlR 


IDDPlSSffV 


COMPATWING 4(C0MN0WESTSEAFR0N) 


5 JUNE 1^42 
2041/1958 

EDWARDS/TIERS 


PARAPHRASED hi 



COM INCH OP OP OP 

CINCPAC 

COM REPLACEMENT 
PATRONSPAC 


INDIC1U b< 1SUBISK SI'.<»£SSr-i : » Mill. DU., -r 


051855 CCR 2694 

UNIFSS OTMfBWlSE INTl-STF.) Tmi-, 1 ■ 1 AT• .. V. 1; ... .*.s m TT.; ^i'm nCF|RR t D '£ '((IIN * 


QPiGlNATn* FILL IN OfiTf £NO TiMI pt jt 

TEIT 


THIS FROM COMPATWING 4.COM 13 PASS TO COMINCH COMPATREPLATRONS 
PAC AND CINCPAC. 

ORIGINATOR DECLARES NOT MORE THAN 14 DOUBTFULLY EFFECTIVE 
CATALI NAS REMAINING NO*.OPERATIONAL AND COMBAT LOSSES 
IN MAINTAINING CONTACT ARE MOUNTING AND ARMY AIR HAS NOT 
YET STRUCK EFFECTIVE BLO*.PILOTS AND CRE*S AT LIMIT OF 
ENDURANCE AFTER 48 HOURS CONTI NOUS FLYING AND FIGHTING 
DESPITE USUAL ALEUTIAN WEATHEB.THIS NIGHT WILL JUST ABOUT 
END THEM.MUST HAVE REPLACEMENTS OR THESE JAPS WILL GIVE 
US THE SLIP. 


SEALED 



0107 


3 7 I 3 7 


Make original only. Deliver to communication watch otbcer in person. (See Art. 76 (4) NAV'KFXiS.) 
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C0.ITA3KF0R 16 OPOP 

C MINCH 
C0MTA3KF0R 17 

i 

CINCPAC OPOP 

i 

i 

1 

C*51?59 CCR 26?73 

. .... .. .. | 

THIS FROM ClNCPAC 

FOLLOWING RECEIVED FROM MIDWAY. "ATTACKING BATTLESHIPS 
REPORTED STREAMING OIL WITH ALL AVAILABLE FORTRESSES 
AND 13 DIVE BOUBERS" 


CINCPAu (MSA) 

3 JUNL1942 
21 ^ 5 / 2 ^ 38 
CURTIS/UJRTI3 


O 




SEALED SEERE 


'l 


M»ke original only Deliver to communication » jlih officer in person. (See Arl.76 (4) NAVRW..V) 
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NAVAL MESSAGE 

NAVV OtPARIMEI 



DRAFTER 

EIIENim* NUMBER ‘ ADDRESSEES 

PRECEDENCE 

• 

CTF 8 

'«°m (COMALSEC) 

CINCPAC 

OP Of OP 

RELEASED by 

COMINCH 

ROUTINE 

o 

5 JUNE i?42 

' 0022/2354 

BUSBY/PORTER 

PARAPHRASED (M 

■ NDlLA’E 8 V AST f Rl r - * A. . f, 

UNLESS OTHFP* • 

052040 CCR 2726-S 

* ' ' ** - ' » » ' • 1 . • fc 

DEffRRFu 

« 

r '.iURIT * 

ROUTinC 

DfllRPCO 


ORIGINATOR rill IN lAtl •. ? m 7|Mk t I 

TEXT 

(THIS FOR CINCPAC AND COMINCH FROM COMTASKFOR EIGHT) 

JAPANESE RAIDS TO DATE APPEAR MORE OF CHARACTER OF DIVERSION 
THAN ALL OUT ATTACK. ENEMY MA^E ONE WEAK BOMBING ATTACK ON 
UMNAK IN ADDITION DUTCHHAR80R RAIDS ALREADY REPORTED. NO 
ATTACK HAS YEI BEEN IN STRENGTH OF SOFTENING RAID WHICH 
WOULD PROCEED LANDING OPERATIONS. WEAKNESS OF HIS ATTACKS 
TO DATE COULD BE DUE TO P0SSI8LITY OF HIS LARGE OPERATIONAL 
LOSS OF PLANES IN BAD FLYING WEATHER OR HIS BELIEF THAT 
STRONG SOFTENING ATTACKS NOT NECESSARY ON ACCOUNT OF OUR 
WEAKNESS IN UMNAK DUTCH HARBOR AREA. FACT THAT AIR STRIKING 
FORCE HAS SO FAR NOT MADE EFFECTIVE ATTACK TENDS TO SUP¬ 
PORT THIS POSSIBLE ESTIMATE BY ENEMY. NO EVIDENCE YET THAT 
ENEMY KNOWS OF COLD BAY AURFIELD. ENEMY NOW IN AREA FORTY 
EIGHT HOUR i AND HAS NOT YET INCREASED TEMPO OF ATTACKS. 

OUR SCOUTS HAVE LOST CONTACT FOR PRESENT. HAVE FOUND No 
W _ (SE- -PAGE TWQj 


01 on 














NfcVAl MESSAGE NAVY OfPARTME' 


DRi'MR 

HTfNSlON M'M6£R 

•DDRESSffV 

PRFCIDCNCF 

‘ RAM 



PRIORI! T 

RflUifE b' 

rx 


ROUTINF 

urn 



OFflRRFD 

• 11P llBOOM 



PlilORlT V 

OrCOD»fi F* 

:• 


ROUT'Ni 

AM 

• 


anraucD 

|N;hI 171 fn »V: • . 


A* 



PAGE TWO OF 052040 

CCR 2726-S 


inuss r iTxrs*i ' n 

If|T f. IM H Wl IHwM.ITJ 

• *| RPf fK'ilOIN^i 


UfiMHATCR fill 'N II 


Tin* 

r.cf 

▼r it 





REASON TO ALTER SCOUTING AND ATTRITION DISPOSITIONS. 

ALL AVAILABLE ARMY BOMBER TYPES CONCENTRATED IN WESTERN 
AREA IN ACCORDANCE WITH PLAN. ALL OUT AIR SCOUTING OPERA¬ 
TIONS HAS SERIOUSLY WEAKENED Ot,R PATWING gftg SCOUTS BUT RIXXX 
REMAINDER ARE CARRYING ON IN SPLENDID MANNER. HOPE FOR 
STRONG OFFENSIVE ACTION FROM AIR STRIKING GROUP WHEN 
ENEMY NEXT LOCATED. NEXT 48 HOURS SHOULD DEVELOP ENEMY 
INTENTIONS WITH MORE CERTAINTY 


a PIES DEL IVE ED BY CCR AS FOLLOWS: 

3 TO STAFF DUTY OFFICER 
1 TO CHART ROOM WATCH OFFICER 

SEA EGRET 


. S A V |f f * 


0.1 10 

























NAVAL MESSAGE 


NAW OEl-ARTMf 



ORAfTER 1 EXTENSION 

NUMBER 

ADDRESSEE. 


RECEOfhCt 

CINCPAC (NERK) 

ar 1 

CTF 16 

OP 

OP OP 

RHUSCC BT 

-4 

a 

CTF 17 


ROUTINE 

JUNE 6 1942 

! - 


l/f.f ERRFO 


a* 

COM 1NCH 

OP 

OP OP 

iispov 0518/0507 

cambron/field 

| 



ROUT'NE 


- 



C[I[R«ED 

PARAPHRASED BY 





INDICATE BT ASTERISK AOORfSSEiS MJP . ' h van 

DELIVERY IS 

SATIS! AlTOHT. 




060431 CCR 2765 S 

UNLESS OTHERWISE IND'AIEO 'HIS O' - ^AT' H Will Rf 'PANSMimO *"H OEffRRIO PRICM'INCE 

0RI6INAT0B MiL IN DATE (NO TIME OAK TIME GCI 

TEXT 

COMTASKFORCES 7, 4. AND 9 HAVE THIS. FROM CINCPAC. 

MY 060123 CARRIER REPORTED NOT REPEAT NOT SMOKING IS BY 
DEFERRED REPORT SMOKING BADLY AND GOING AT SLOR SPEED. 

RHEN LAST OBSERVED 0824Z RAS ON COURSE 245. 


/ 

SEALED SET-RE# 

9 ? 1 S 7 

to 


Make original only. Deliver to communication watch officer in person. (See Art. 76 (4) NAVRE6S.) 
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V. • V 




CINCPAC (NERK) 

JUNE 6 1?42 

0 ?4?/{? 624 
CAMBRON/FIELD 


COM INCH 


RRRR 


060601 CCR 2802 S 


PASSED TO YOU FO-' INFORMATION BY CINCPAC. 


THE FOLLOWING WAS RECEIVED FROM MIDWAY UNDER DATE-TIME 
GROUP 060405: 

"RESCUED ENS GAYgPl WHO BELIEVES HIMSELF SOLE SURVIVOR 
TORPRON 8 ALL SHOT DOWN BY ZERO FIGHTERS. HE MADE DROP 
SCORED HIT ALL OTHER SHOT DOWN OUTSIDE OF 16,000 YARDS. 

ON DEPARTURE HE WAS SHOT DOWN BY ZERO FIGHTERS CLOSE TO 
CARRIER AND SAW FOLLOWING HIDING UNDER CUSHION NOT INFLA- 
TING LIFE RAFT UNTIL DARK. CARRIER TRIFLE SMALLER THAN 
TWO GIANTS BURNING AND A SHIP THOUGHT A BATTLESHIP ON 
FIRE. THEN Saw SEVERAL HITS DIVE BOMBERS FROM H&U GROUP 
AND BOTH BIGGEST SIZE CARRIERS STARTED BURNING FIERCELY. 
CRUISER TRIED TO RESCUE PERSONNEL FROM CARRIER NEAREST 
HIM LATER BEGAN FIRING TO SINK IT. IDENTIFIED THIS SHIP 
AS KAGA OR AKAGI. CARRIER HE HIT WITH TORPEDO AND LATER 
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1 1 

i 


ns? 


l> V \ VKK4i 










NAVY Of HART ME 


NAVAL MESSAGE 

ORAtTIR 

IBI.lk' 

xUUstt. H’ 

OAK 

1,.H Cl'OtMPOv 

oicnmr n» 

■ A-'Hli A.[ D R< 

INDICATE H AiTfSI'Y Al’!i“i 

PACE 2 

JNlCSS QTMR* .f *N » Alt 
)P’ClNAT»iR MU »* iT ‘ '*• 


fZtlNSir.M HUMBER 


a 1 H MAIt iliUVl 

060601 

I)i.. u ti ^ M v»M 

Ml 


ADDPESSCfS 


CCR 2802 S 

* \ ’ *■« i . . ( 41 * ; i • , ' •» 


»K£C(D(SCt 

PRIORI t f 
ROUTINF 
tlHfRfttD 

, Riff 
WOUTlHl 

l tRA£Q 


BY DIVE D0M3ERS NEARLY LEAD IN AATER ALL AFTERNOON. DES¬ 
TROYER ^ATER CAME ALONGSIDE NEAREST CARRIER AND TOOK OFF 
PERSONNEL. NEAR MORNING HE HEARD A NUMBER OF TREMENDOUS 
EXPLOSIONS. ALL THREE CARRIERS SEEN BURNING FIERCELY. 

JAP PLANES CIRCLED OVERHCAD LONG TIME.” 




















NAVAL MESSAGE 
ORAFTlft 


f ROM 


ttfiuu: »»• 


CTF *16 


6 JUNE 1942 

TOR COOt^OOM 2359/2353 

busby/porter 

PARAPHRASED bT 
INDICATE Si »ASTff" r . ' * 

UNUSS OTHfR* f *• : ■ f .■ 

ORIONATTR FILL IN ' - - M* 


NAVY iHr'ARTMl. 


CINCPAC 


062123 CCR 2926-S 


fRE CEDENCE 

URGENT 

MOITtfNE 

DEEERRED 

* TAITi 
r QU T * H f 
lifFfRRiD 


GCT 


TEXT 


(FROM COMTASKFORCE 16) 




AT 1815Z 6TH ONE BB FIVE DD LAT 29»30N 174-30E COURSE 
270 SPEED 10. SAME TIME 2 CA AND 2 DD LAT 28-54N LONG I 75 -IIE 
COURSE 215 SPEEED 15. AM ATTACKING BATTLESHIP. WILL SEND 
DESTRfYERS LOW IN FUEL TO CIMMARON AS NECESSARY. MY POSIT 
ABOVE TIME LAT 30-49* LONG I 76 - 39 E. 


COPIES DELIVERED BY CCR AS FOLLOWS: 
THREE TO STAFF DO 
ONE TO CHART ROOM DO 


SEALED 

Make origin*! onl* Deliver to communication *4i<h officer in peraon. (SeeAri 76 (4) N A V KM».v) 


0114 


I > 7 
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NAVAL MtSSAGf 

OlUfTlft 

NA • f * - AH i Mi 

• 

V ■- 1 ■ • ■■ . . 

CINCPAC 

R E11A 41 

CTF 16 

URGENT 

ROUTINE 

6 MX* JUNE 1942 



2346/2341 

COM 1 NCH 

URGENT 

CURTIS/PORTER 

PARAPHRASED h' 

IHD»L A ’ l ID A » A • « m 

062259 

CCR 2921-S 

ROUI il 

i ti't#*’ ■> 

JHLfSS OTHfRo E *. * ’ >• * 

ORIGIN A!' Phi IN liiU ■ « * 

TEXT 

'■« w ' 1 m’h 1 .Dfppfi.* *• corner 

time 



HERE IS MIDWAY'S 062235. YOUR 062205 DISPATCHING TWO 
SQUADRONS TOTALLING TWELVE FORTRESSES ATTACK CRUISER 
GROUP. ASoUME SPRUANCC WILL GET BATTLESHIP AND BELIEVE 
CRUISERS ENROUTE TO JOIN TRANSPORTS. 



COPIES DELIVERED BY CCR AS FOLLOWS: • 

THREE TO STAFF DO 
ONE TO CHART ROOM DO 



v. 



SEALED 



Make original only. Deliver to communication watch oBicer in person. (>ee Art. 76 (4) NAVRKfiS.) 
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NAVAL ML AGE 


CINCPAC 


ALL T/SKFOR COMS PAC URGENT 


“ut* .1 


6 JUNE i?42 
0il?/0il6 
SCHULZE/PORTER 


COM INCH 
CTF 16 


URGENT 


070041 CCR 2?33“S 


FOR INFO COMTASKFOR SIXTEEN 

MIDWAY'S 062351 QUOTE PATR ^y^EPORTS AIRCRAFT ATTACKING 
FOUR UNIDENTIFIED OH I PS BlSTANCE 525 BEARING 277 COURSE 
200 SPEED 30. ATTACKING WITH SIX GROUPS FORTRESSES 
TOTALLING 25 PLANES MY 062235. 

COPIES DEOIVERlD BY CCR AS FOLLOWS: 

THREE IOSTAFF DO 
ONE TO CHART ROOM DO 



ED 



o: : r 


iris? 















NAVAL MESSAGE 

DRAfTtR tlUMMDN NUMBtR 

AfllBUS f>* 

6 JUNE 1?42 

s ' M 02M/023# 

BUSBY/PORTE* 

PAPAP^MA^IL *■ • 

.S’jltATf Bl AST i u ■ * AT •.« a 


NAW DENARI ME 

ADORESSftS 

PRECEDENCE 

T.wKFl RGc Col»U 

t />W 

PRIORI! t 

URGENT 

ROUTINE 


UEf ERRED 

GOII INCH 

t’lnORU r 

.„urgent 


CIIIMIO 


unicss other* f s 


070207 CCR 2942-S 

“A' h a ■ r •« .. *• •»» : i* iuptu * *1 :: OlNi 


O»«C*1NA10VI 


THT 


(ALL TASK FORCE C0U3 AND COUINCH FOR INFO) 




UIDTiAY*S 070130 CUOfE PATROL PLANE REPORTS ENGAGEMENT ENE'JY 
BATTLESHIP CRUISERS OuR CRUISERS AND DC3TR0YER: BEAR INC I 
277 DISTANCE 550 UNQUOTE. 



COPIES DCLiVER D BY CCR AS FOLLOWS: 
THREE TO STAFF DC 
ONE TO CHART ROOM DO 




O: 
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J 




















NAVAL MESSAGE 


NAVY OEPARTME 


1 


DRAFTER 


EXTENSION NUMBER 


ADORESSEES 


PRECEDENCE 


C0MTA8KGRP 17.5 

FROM 

z 

CINCPAC 

URGENT 

RELEASED BT 

►— 

u 

ac. 

C0MTA8KF0R 17 

ROUTINE 

7 JUNE 1942 

DATE ' 



DEFERREO 

0505/7 

TOR COOCROOM 

Z 

O 



YEAGER 

DECODED BY 

0- 

« 

z 

OPNAV 

ROUTINE 

GERMAN 

PARAPHRASED BT 

z 


DEFERRED 


INDICATE BT ASTERISK AOORESSEES TOR WHICH MAIL DELIVERY IS SATISFACTORY. 

GARTH 070336 NCR 1043 

e 

UNLESS OTHERWISE INDICATED THIS DISPATCH Will BE TRANSMITTED WITH DEFERREO PRECEDENCE 


ORIGINATOR Fill IN DATE ANO TIME 


DATE 


TIME 


GCT 


TEIT 


YORKTOVN RECEIVED 2 TORPEDO KITS FROM SUBMARINE 
STARBOARD SIDE FIRES OUT. LI8T NOt REDUCED TO 17°. 1ITH 
HELP NILL BRING HER IN. HAUMANN SUNK. PRE8ENT LATITUDE 
30-40 LONGITUDE 176-22. B0CKMA8TER XX AEU XX REQUEST 
AIR COVERAGE. 

ILL 

DISTRIBUTION: 

COM INCH.COG. 

FIDE. 

•NOTE: NO FURTHER DISTRIBUTION MADE BY NCR. 

UNDERLINED PORTION HAS BEEN 8ERVICED. 



SEALED 


070336 NCR 1043 


/ 



Make origin.) only. Deliver to communication watch officer in peraon. (See Art. 7* (♦) NAVREGS.) 
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C0MAL3EC 


7 JUNE 1?42 
v 1810/1805 
MILBY/aUNT 


I'ARAPHnA .. L f»» 

INDlCMt 81 ASTIR ii- - * 

07»7*0 

JHUSi OTHfRAlU INI! 'll ’ *i- 

ORiciHAirs mu •< ".ttf ix "* 

TEXT 


CINCPAC 

CTF 8 

COMNONESTSEAFRON 


PRIORITY 

• i iw 1 *M 

1 IFRRfo 

PRIORITY 

DHii>ei J 


CCR 30428 


;ct 


CONTINUOUS OPERATIONS AND REPEATED CONTACTS ARE RESULTING 
IN PROGRESSIVE LOSSES OUR CATALINAS NITHOUT BEING FOLLOWED 
8Y SUCCESSFUL ATTACKS AND COMPENSATING DAMAGE TO ENEMY. 
ENEMY CV*8, Ca's AND DD^S OPERATING IN AND OUT OF BOMBING 
RANGE UMNAK AND DUTCH HARBOR NITH APPARENT IMPUNITY. NO 
TROOPSHIPS YET SIGHTED BUT BELIEVE THE ISLANDS ARE IN DANGER 
AT PRESENT RATE UNLESS TASKFOR 6 IS REINFORCED EIBCR BY 
CARRIER AND ADDITIONAL CRUISERS OR BY PLANES OR BOMBERS 
SKILLED IN FINDING AND ATTACKING ENEMY AFTER PATROL PLANES 
HAVE MADE CONTACT. COMTASKFORCE 8 NON AT SEA. 


3 COPIES F-34 
1 COPY CHARTROOM 



Make original onl*. Deliver to eoimminicatiim »atih olhcer in person. 


(See AM. JR («) NAVKKt.S.) 
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NAVAL MESSAGE. 


NAW DiPARlM' 


DRAFTIR 

u LTTfNSlf N N 'Mflfp 

ROORESStfS 

PRKtDlMCt 

„ CINCPAC (NPM) 


COM INCH (NSS) 

> ftlGFilT 

ROUTINE 

Ramie t>< 

dat'i JUNE 7 1942 
•• 1043/1005 



liUFPAlC 

0 

F '.|P 1* 

BELL.F1 ELD. 

> 


ROUT *n| 

i ffrays 

t’ARA?HRA r .[D b > 

IS'jlL A Tl BT ASTIRI » A’ • • 

h a » m Mi' 1 li| LlV? M 

5 /.* ii 


070747 

UHtrss st h -'i 

CCR 2??3 s 

tj with Ilf * I MR i D *'n» OC** • 


ORIGINATE R Jill N 3MI iiw 

TUT 


fiME 



CINCPAC TO COM INCH. 



CONCUR FULLY YOUR 062045. REGARDING PLAUSIBLE ESTIMATE 
ENEMY ACTION IT MIGHT NELL BE ADDED THAT EFFECT OF 
BUILDING PROGRAM BEGINNING TO BE FELT INDICATING PRESENT 
TIME MOST FAVORABLE FOR ATTACK. ON ASSUMPTION YOU 
NILL ARRANGE FOR PROPOSED SURMISE BY PRESS NILL INITIATE 
NOTHING HERE. HAVE ENDEAVORED TO MAKE MY COMMUNIQUES CON¬ 
SERVATIVE. 


< 















Cv/r-TroKF RC'_ 16 


CP.CPAC 


OP OP OP 


7 JUNE 1^42 


1353/igj6 

Hi Gw I r,3/E j-.ifi-. o 



7'?j6 c:.r 32?53 


C3.VTASKF3RCE 16 ORIGINATOR. 

MADE i ATTACK ON 2 CA'S, 3 ATTACKS ON 36, CA, DD»3 
RE? aT:L UY .-*62123. 9D LSFT GUTT.ID * NO ABANDONED IN 

LAT 28-55 NORTH LONG 173*28 EAST. ONE DD SUNK, OTHERS 
DAMAGED. CA 61TH 3 30U3 HITS. 1ST 2 CA'3 1 OF .sHlCH IS 
BELIEVED FLAGSHIP OF ClNC 2ND FLEET RECEIVED THOUSAND 
POUND BOUS KITS. A3 A RESULT OF SEARCH LATE YESTERDAY 
EXTENDING ALONG 313 DEGREE RADIOS FROU UIDEAV TO DISTANCE 
OF 422 Il:3 DuRINu » ICH O.LV 2 Sirf/'LL SHIPS PROBABLY DD»S 
• SERE SIGHTED AND ATTACKED AND OF 2*2 BILE SEARCH 182*362 
DEGREES FROU UY 1622 ZED POSITION TODAY LAT 32*52 LONG 
177*12 BELIEVE 4TH CARRIER HAS BEEN SUNK. All PROCEEDING 
TO CIMARRON TO REFUEL. AVAILABLE AIRCRAFT ON BOARD: 


ENTERPRISE 

VF-26 

VSB-14 

YTB-3 


HORNET 

VF -13 

VS8-31 

VTB-2 


YORKTMN 

VF-15 

VSB -13 

VTB-f 

J 


SEALED 'SnEefttT 


Make oriifinj] only. Deliver to communication w utih officer in person (See Art 76(4) N A V R K4, S.) 
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PAGE 2 OF 2 

*s 


^75?7£>6 CCR 3v^?5S 


LATTER DIVIDED ON 1ST 2. FLIGHT CREft' REPLACEMENTS REQUIRED 

AS ABOVE. 

3 ~ f k ‘ ► 

/ C /- ° I vt- _ 


J 

SEALED -SH&eRtT 

MaWr original only Orlivrr to (ommunirittnii * H officer in p» r*on 



1 7 I 3 7 


t S,WKh.‘ ■ 


o:r: 












COMNOWESTSEAFRON (NPC) 


CINCPAC (NPy) 


PRIORITr 


7 JUNE 1?42 
1725/1652 


PRIORITY 


HIGGINS/GLUNT 


COM INCH (NSS) 


071611 CCR 30328 


THIS FROM COMNOWESTSEAFRON TO CINCPAC AND INFO COM INCH 

SITUATION IN ALASKA RAPIDLY DETERIORATING. OUR PBY*S ARE 
TAKING A SEVERE BEATING IITH HEAVY LOSSES DESPITE HEROIC 
EFF0RT8. THEIR SPEED AND LOW COMBAT VALUE MAKE THEM EASY 
VICTIMS OF JAP FIGHTERS «HO APPARENTLY ARE BEING VECTORED 
TO THEM THROUGH HEAVY FOG. CONSIDERABLE VOLUME OF FAKE 
MESSAGES POINT TO OUR COMMUNICATIONS WITH AIRCRAFT BEING 
COMPROMISED. REPLACEMENTS OR CARRIERS ASSISTANCE BADLY 
NEEDED. INEXPERIENCE OF BOMBER AND FIGHTER PILOTS OPERATING 
OVER MATER IN LOW VISIBILITY HANDICAP COMBAT FOLLO0UP AFTER 
PATROL PLANE CONTACTS. CAT AND MOUSE TACTICS OF ENEMY SUGGEST 
HE IS CORRECTLY ESTIMATING OUR WEAKNESS AND IS WEARING US 
DOWN PRELIMINARY TO DELIVERING ALL OUT ATTACK. SUGGEST 
REASONABLE SAFETY OF PEARL AFTER MIDWAY FAILURE MAY WARRANT/ 




















NAVAL MISSAGE ' 


NAW Olt.'HlMl 


0 
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DRlFTtR 

I ROM 

RElUltD fn 
0*U 

1(1., 'tit 'V . 

Dtcontr, pt 

PARAPHRASED B» 

INDICATE BI ASTERISK Air.iR- 


r Itl Hi H P '<Bl R 



W >• vi i>i i, i P t 


SHEET T*0 OF 071611 CCR 30323 

UNtESS OTM! R AISE INPII Ufa ■"!, ■' >• A 

ORIGINATOR Till IN DAT! « 

Tf It 


approaches desperation. 
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3 COPIES F-34 
1 COPY CHARTROOM 
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SEALED 
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NAVAL MESSAGE 


i 


NAVY DEPARTMr 


rs 



ORAFTER EXTENSION NUMBER ADDRESSEES PRECEDENCE 


from nnuTNOH /'ll / 

n/ ’ 

z 

CINCPAC 

P P F pR t p ¥ T P P P 

Vo ( 

mV 

►— 

u 

ROUTINE 

RELEASED BT ATMTRAT. KTn5>/ 


ac 


u 

niTf APRIL 9, 1942 

•*- -Y 



DEFERREO 

TOR CODEROOM 

z 

o 


PHIORITY 

DECODED BY 

t— 

■* 

Z 

ac 


ROUTINE 



Lk 

z 


DEFERREO 

PARAPHRASED BY 






INDICATE BY ASTERISK ADORESSEES FOR WHICH MAIL OELIVERY IS SATISFACTORY. 


091825 

UNLESS OTHERWISE INDICATED THIS OISPATCH WILL BE TRANSMITTED WITH DEFERREO PRECEDENCE. 


ORIGINATOR FILL IN DATE ANO TIME 


OATE 


TIME 


GCT 


TEXT 






YOUR ZERO EIGHT TWENTYTHREE ZERO SEVER PREFER THAT TASK FORCES ONE AND ELEVEN 
EXERCISE TOGETHER IN AND WESTWARD OF PAUORA DASH CHRISTMAS AREA FOR A TIME X 

THIS SHOULD SR ABLE PLANES TO BE SENT TO PALMYRA AND KEEP TASK FORC E EL EVEN IN 
HAND PENDING AVAILABILITY OF TASK FORCES SIXTEEN AND SLANT OR EIGHTEEN 


'O 




SEALED 



officer in person. (See Art. 76 (4) NAVREfuS.) 


9 7 l 9 T 


Make or irinal oaljr. Deliver to communication watch 




















































NAVAL MESSAGE 


ORAFTER 


NAVY OEPARTI 


EXTENSION NUMIER 


IPARTM' 

ADDRESSEES 


PRECEDENCE 


FROM COMTNCH O/l/l/ - 

z 

CINCPAC 

COMSWPAC FORCE 

PRIORITY 1 

ROUTINE 

f ytr 

RELEASED BY xi .7/ 

a 

. 1/ 

d»ti_ APRIL 18.1942 ^ —* 

o 

OEFERRED 

TOR COOEROOM 

z 

o 

* 

PRIORITY 

DECODEO IT 

*- 

Z 

oe 


ROUTINE 

PARAPHRASED BY 

hk. 

Z 


OEFERREO 


INOtCATE IT ASTERISK AOORESS^ES FOR WHICH MAIL DELIVERY IS SATISFACTORY. 


I? 

UNLESS OTHERWISE INDICATED THIS OISPATCH Will IE TRANSMITTED WITH OEFERRED PRECEDENCE. 


ORIGINATOR FILL IN DATE ANO TIME _DATE 


TEH 

WE HAVE TODAY DISCOVERED ERROR IN DECRYPTING A PREVIOUS MESSAGE 
ViHICH REFERRED TO APRIL 21 AS DATE FOR THE NEXT ENEMY OFFENSIVE IN ' 

NEW GUINEA AREA X THE CORRECT REFERENCE IS MAY 3 OR 4 X C OMAN ZAC 
170626 AND YOUR 142027 AND 172015 X THE CV CONCENTRATION AT TRUK FOR 
APRIL 28 APPEARS TO CONFIRM MAY 3 OR 4 OK SHORTLY AFTER X MOVEMENT 
OF STRONG SHORE BASED AIR TO RABAUL CURRENTLY UNDERLAY X ASSOCIATION 
OF PALAO WITH RABAUL IN RI DESPATCHES MAY INTICATE USE OF TROOPS FROM 
NEI OR PHILIPPINES X THESE AND MANY MINOR INDI CATIONS PuBIT TO i ORES BY 
AS- OBJECTIVE OF SEABORNE AND POSSIBLY i.AND ATTACK FIRST WEEK IN MAY 
THEREFORE NOW IS THE TIKE FOR TASK EORCE 17 To KE.PLr.NlsH AND REPAIR 
POSSIBLY AT NOUMEA IF SUPPLY VESSELS CAN BE. GOTTEN THERE TEMPORARILY 
CMA ALSO SPARE ED EL TANKS SHOULD HE FLOY N DOWN PARA IN ANY CASE. V.E CAN 
NOT REPEAT NOT ACCEPT COMMlTTiVANT TO IvlAINTAIN ELEET FORCES CONTINUOUSLY 
IN CORAL SEA OR ANY OTHER AREA BUT MUST EMPLOY THEM WHERE SITUATION 
REQUIRES PARA IN VIEW INDICATED JAP STRENGTH TASK FORCE 17 EVEN WITH 
FULL SUPPORT BY SOWeSTPACFOR AND ALL AIRCRAFT IN AUSTRALIA LACKS THE 
STRENGTH TO DEAL WITH THE: ENEMY X THEREFORE CINCPAC 172035 APPROVED AS 
TO MOVEMENT OF TASK FORCE 11 TO SOUTHWARD BU'i Du NOT NOW »ISH TO 
COMMIT. TASK FORCE 1 TO RETURN YO WEST COAST PARA BOTH ADEF.S CAR. FULLY 
EXAMINE ENTIRE SITUATION AND PROSPECTS ALD ADVISE ME AS TO MAXIMUM 
CONCENTRATION OF FORCES OF ALI. CATEGORIES YOU CONSIDER PCS. IBLF TO 
MAKE AGAINST ENEMY NEV GUINEA jJtEA FIRST PnHT OF lu^Y X IT Is NUl CLEAR 
WHAT JAPANESE SURFACE ruRCES ARE INVOLVED AND THIS PARTICULARLY SHOULD 
BE CONTINUOUSLY CHECKED AND ANALY/EDl PARA SECRECY AS '10 YuUR PJANS 
MUST BE METICULOUSLY PRj SERVED PARA LEARY DELIVER TO ..AC /R'iHUK 


« oz 81 IHViWl | - ^ 




SEALED ^SECRET 
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Make original only. Deliver to communication watch officer In person. (See Art. 7# (4) NAVREfiS.) 

















































NAVAL MESSAGE 


DRAFTER 


EXTENSION NUMBER 


NAVY DEPARTM' 

ADDRESSEES 


FROM_£ 

RELEASED IT 


•J'MCW 


I (RDQ SANFRAN^ 


date APRIL 28 1942 


TOR CODE ROOM .. 22$4/215? 
OECOOED IT . FIELD/FIELD 


PARAPHRASED IT 


CINCPAC 


COMSOWESPACPOR 

(PASSED BY CINCPACj) 
COMINCH ADMIN OFF 
(RDO WASH) 


PRECEDENCE 

PPPWF" 

ROUTINE 

DEFERRED 

PPPiW 

ROUTINE 
DEFERRED 


INDICATE IT ASTERISK AOORESSEES FOR WHICH MAIL DELIVERT IS SATISFACTORT. 


272058 


CCR 11942 


UNLESS OTHERWISE INDICATED THIS DISPATCH WILL IE TRANSMITTED WITH DEFERRED PRECEDENCE 


ORIGINATOR FILL IN DATE ANO TIME DATE TIM E _ OC T 

TEXT 


FROM COMINCH ACTION CINCPAC INFO COMSOWESPACFOR COMINCH ADMIN OFF. 
CINCPAC PASS TO COMSOWESPACFOR. 


THIS DISPATCH MUST BE HANDLED AS A SEALED SECRET. 

MY 182032, CINCPAC 230051. THINK TASKFOR 16 SHOULD PROCEED TOWARDS 
CRITICAL AREA AS INDICATED WITH HORNET AIR GROUP AUGMENTED AS PRAC* 

TICABLE IN HAWAII OR FROM YORKTOWN. ALSO CONCUR IN PROPOSED RETURN 

« 

OF TASKFOR 17 AND ANY OTHER DISPOSITIONS APPROPRIATE TO KEEPING AT 
LEAST EQUIVALENT OF TASKFOR 16 IN SOUTH PACIFIC AREA. 

GIVE FULL CONSIDERATION TO SENDING ONE BATDIV PREFERABLY 
BATDIV 3 TOWARDS SAME AREA WITH OTHER BBS RETURNING TO WEST COAST 
FOR TIME BEING. * 

NOT ONLY SHOULD VPS AT NOUMEA OR ELSEWHERE IN SAME*AREA BE 
INCREASED TO 12 BUT TO 18 IF POSSIBLE. 

CINCPAC REPLY TO COMSOWESPACFOR 220410 ALSO ADJUST INTERRELATED 
SUBMARINE DISPOSITIONS. / 

SEALED SECRET 

Make original a nip- Detirer to communication watch officer in peraon. (See Art. 7« («) NAVREGS.) 
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NAVAL MESSAGE 


NAVY DEP 







DRAFT Cl 


EXTENSION 


FROM. 


-CINCFAC 


RELCASCO r_ 

om-1 .APRIL 


■1942- 


tor coderoom ^^14/0628 


°«ooco •» —U LUNT/ 8 ERRY 


PARAPHRASED IT 




PRECEDENCE 


CdMTASKFOR 17 PR 

( MTASKFOR l3 
OMTASKFOR 1$ 
i 1A) 

) ,VSTA TUTU ILLA SAMOA 
CJ-M-LUCW-COMANZAC— 


,0R I.Io)Ct 


ROUTINE 

DEFERREO 


PRIORITY 

ROUTINE 

DEFERRED 


INDICATE IT ASTERISK AOORESSEES FOR WHICH MAIL DELIVERY IS SATISFACTORY. 


010323 CCR 7481 S 


OTHERWISE INDICATEO THIS OISP ATCH WILL I E TRANSMITTED WITH OEFERREO PRECEDENCE 
ORIGINATOR F1U. IN PATE ANO TIME DATE TIME 


OCT 


TEXT 


TASKFORCE 1? DIRECTED PROCEED BLEACHER FOR REPLENISHMENTS 
AFTER PRESENT OPERATIONS PREPARATORY TO FURTHER OPERATIONS X 
VESSELS HEREAFTER MENTIONED JOIN THAT AREA FOR TASKFORCE 
THERE AND FURNISH AFPROPRJ ATE SERVICES X ORIGINATOR CINCPAC X 
COMTASKFORCE THIRTEEN TOPOFF FROM ClIYAWA THEN DISPATCH HER 
WITH ONE DOG DOG AS SOPN AS PRACTICABLE X SUMNER REPORT 
PRACTICABILITY CARRIER AIR GROUP USING BLEACHER AIR FIELD 
WHILE SHIPS IN PORT AND MAKF PRELIMINARY ARRANGEMENTS X 
COMTASKFORCE 19 PROCEED WITH D03' I N AND COMDT SAMOA SAIL 
SOLACE TO BLEACHER WHEN COMTASKFORCE 1? SO DIRECTS X FLETCHER 
ISSUE APPROPRIATE ORDERS THOSE TWO oHlPS ALSO TO RIDGE 
PLATTE TIPPECANOE FOR CONCENTRATING BLEACHER 


Make original onijr. Delirer to communication watch officer in person. (See An. 76 «) NAVREGS.) 
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NAVAL MESSAGE 


NAVY OEPARTMF 


DRAFTER EXTENSION NUMBER ADDRESSEES PRECEDENCE 


>.n. C0MTA8KF0R 17 (NFRK ) 

X 

o 

a 

© 

COM ANZAC FORCE 
(ACKNOWLEDGE) 

p "PPPPPP 

ROUTINE 

DEFERRED 

RELEASED BY 

DATE 3 APRIL _ 

TAR CODEROOM / 1810 

X 

o 

►- 

3 

ac 

o 

u. 

X 

COM INCH 

CINCPAC 

"PPPPPP 

ROUTINE 

OEFERREO 

DECOOCO BY BUSH / BUSH 

PARAPHRASED »Y 


INDICATE IT ASTERISK AOORESSEES FOR WHICH MAIL DELIVERY IS SATISFACTORY. 


UNLESS OTHERWISE INDICATED THIS DISPATCH WILL BE TRANSMITTED WITH DEFERRED PRECEDENCE. 


0RI6INAT0R FILL IN DATE ANO TIME PATE TIME _ PCt 

TEXT 

WILL ATTACK ANY ENEMY SURFACE FORCES SOLOMON AREA HALF 
HOUR BEFORE SUNRISE AT RABAUL APRIL 8IXTH. ORIGINATOR 
C0MTA8KF0R SEVENTEEN ACTION COMANZAC INFO COMINCH CINC- 
PAC. REQUEST YOUR BOMBERS MAKE SIMULTANEOUS ATTACK ON 
ENEMY 8H0RE BASED AIR RABSUL AND THAT AREA. RADIO 
SILENCE WILL PRECLUDE INFORMING YOU LOCATION MY TARGET 
AND DETAILS OF PLAN. PLEASE IN8TRUCT TAMBOR. IMMEDIATE 
INSTEAD OF ROUTINE ENEMY P08ITI0N REP0RT8 E8SENTIAL 
COMMENCING APRIL FOURTH. WILL BA8E IN CORAL 8EA AND 
OPERATE AGAINST ENEMY IN SOLOMON AREA UNTIL FURTHER 
NOTICE. 





Make orifin.1 oalp. D»lir*r to c<m»unic.tion w.tch officer in |*r»on. (S** An. .6 (4) NA 









































NAVAL MESSAGE 


MtftU . 


'/ 


NAVY DEPARTMENT 


EXTENSION NUMIER 


FROM. 


ciKCPAf? (mpm) 


RELEASED ST . 
DATE _ 


? APRIL 1?42 




PRECEDENCE 


COM INCH 


pRi< ai» 


ROUTINE 

OEFERREO 


TOR CODE ROOM _ 00Al/0020_ 

decooeo it -B £KftY/ fe E ft RY 


PRIORITT 

ROUTINE 

OEFERREO 


PARAPHRASED IT 


INOICATE IT ASTERISK AOORESSEES FOR WHICH MAIL OEUVERT IS SATISFACTORT. 

082307 CCR 8448 S 


PAGE 1 OF 2 


■MUSS OTHERWISE IMMCATEO THIS OISPATCH WILL IE TRANSMinEO WITH OEFERREO PRECEDENCE. 


ORIGINATOR FIU IN OATE ANO TIME 


OATE 


TIME 


OCT 


TEIT 


CINCPAC TALKING TO COM INCH 

c 

HALSEY DEPARTING PEARL EIGHT APRIL TO JOIN OTHER r 0RC® NOW . 
AT SEA ENROUTE TO CARRY OUT PLANNED OPERATIONS X YOUR 
081235 PARAGRAPH IN VIEW ENEMY ACTIVITY NEW GUINFA SOLOMONS 
AREA HIS COMMITMENTS IN INDIAN OCEAN AND LACK OF INDICATIONS 
OF MOVEMENT TOWARD HAWAII RECOMMEND TASK FORCE ELEVEN WHEN 
READY FOR SEA ABOUT FIFTEEN APRIL PROCEED TO JOIN TASK 
FORCE SEVENTEEN INSTEAD OF OPERATING W ITH 8ATTLESHI PS AS 
PROPOSED MY 232130 X SUCH MOVEMENT WILL PERMIT LEXINGTON 
TRANSPORT TWENTY VICTOR MIKE FOXES TO ROsES REPEAT ROSES 
AND TWELVE TO PALMYRA WHICH'A ILL OTHERWISE BE DELAYED 
PENDINGAVAILABfLlTY OF CARRIER TO TRANSPOf T THEM X WITHDRAWAL 
FLETCHER DEPENDENT UPON DEVELOPMENTS MEANTIME X PROPOSE 
BATTLESHIPS DEPART WEST COAST ABOUT FOURTEEN APRIL TO 
OPERATE WITH DESTROYERS BUT NO AIR COVERAGE IN AREA 


tnrtic nun utoinviunu x 

SEALED ISErCRET 

Mak* original aoiy. DailTar to communication watch oBear In paraon. (Sea Art. TU (4) NAVRECS.) 
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0823P7 CCR 8446 3 PAGE 2 OF 2 

UNLESS OTHEWW1SE IHOIOTEO THU DISPATCH WIU »C TMN5MITTE0 WITH DCEEMEO PRECEDENCE. 


ORIGINATOR FILL IW DATE AND TIME DATE TIME . GCT 

TEXT 

NORTHWARD HAWAIIAN CHAIN RETURNING PEARL OR WEST COAoT 
IN EARLY MAY DEPENDENT UPON SITUATION EXISTING AT THAT 
TIME X ADVISE IP YOU APPROVE 












SEALED 

M.V. arlctaal Mir Minr to eowwanleation watch oBccr ia 



<S«W Art. It («) NAVREGS.) 
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NAVAL MESSAGE 


NAVY DEPARTM 


DRAFTER EXTENSION NUMBER AODRESSEES PRECEDENCE 


F.0M CINCPAC (HPIti 

RELEASED BY 

DATE . APRIL 11 1942 

FOR ACTION 

COMINCH (NSS) 

PRIORITY 

RRHRr ,N ' 

DEFERREO 

TOR CODEROOM \ ^1]/) jf 

x 

0 

p— 


PRIORITY 


Z 


ROUTINE 

oecooeoby UINTER/FIELD 

ac 

O 

COT'ANZAC (VHC) 



X 


OEFERREO 

PARAPHRASED BY 



r ■ 


INDICATE BY ASTERISK ADORESSEES FOR WHICH MAH OEIIVERT IS SATISFACTORY. 


110535 CCS 8786a aidac 

UNLES S OT HERWISE INDICATE D THIS DISPATCH Will BE TRANSMITTED WITH DEFERREO PRECEDENCE. 

ORIGINATOR Fill IN PATE ANO TIME DATE TIME OCT 

TErr 

CINCPAC ACTION COMIHCH INFO COMANZAC. PART ONE OF FIVE. 

YOUR 031905 AND 091705 ABB WRITTEN DIRECTIVE JUST RECEIVED. 

PARAGRAPH ONE. ASSURE THAT FLETCHER WHOoE CURRENT OPERATIONS 
ARE IN BOTH SOUTH AND S0UTHWE8T PACIFIC AREAS IS AT PRESENT 
CONTINUING TO RECEIVE HIS INSTRUCTIONS DIRECTLY FROM YOU WITH 
LEARY FURNISHING HIM INFORMATION AND AIR COOPERATION AND 
CINCPAC LOGISTIC SUPPORT UNTIL YOU ISSUE MODIFYING DIRECTIVE. 


\ 


SEALED SECRET 

unication watch officer in pwaon. (Sc* Art. 7« (4) NAVREGS.) 


Make original only. D*Ut«t to comm 
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NAVAL MESSAGE 


NAVY DEPARTMF '■ 

. 

DRAFTER 

EXTENSION NUMIER 

ADDRESSEES 

PRECEDENCE 


from CINCPAC (RDO HO HOI III II) 

z 

• 

PRIORITY 

RELEASED IY 

1— 

u 

•*. 

cx 

COM INCH (RDO WASH] 


date _11 APRIL 42_ 

o 

DEFERRED 

TOR COOEROOM 101j>/0^2$ 

z 

o 

R- 


PRIORITY 

DECODED IY PQRTER/PiTKIM_ 

£ 

a. 

© 

COMANZAC (RDO 

rrwt 

PARAPHRASED IY 

- 

CANBERRA) 

DEFERRED 


INDICATE »Y ASTERISK AOORCSSECS FOR WHICH MAIL DELIVERY IS SATISFACTORY. 


110647 CCR-8767S 

UHLESS OTHERWISE IHOICATED THIS DISPATCH WILL RE TRANSMITTED WITH DEFERRED PRLCEOENCL 

ORIGINATOR FILL IH .DATE AHO TIME DATE TIME CCT 

Tin 

PART TWO OINCPAC ELEVEN ZERO FIVE THIRTY FIVE X 
COM INCH TAKE ACTION COMANZAC JUST LISTEN XX 
PARAGRAPH TWO C0N8IDER INADVISABLE REPEAT INAD¬ 
VISABLE MAKE FLETCHER TEMPORARY COMMANDER SOUTH 
PACIFIC BECAUSE EXERCI8E 8UCH COMMAND 18 INCOM¬ 
PATIBLE WITH EFFECTIVELY OPERATING HI8 TASKFORCE 
PARTICULARLY A8 IT 8H0ULD BE READY TO COUNTER 
PROSPECTIVE ENEMY MOVES AND COVER ARRIVAL OF 
F0RCE8 NOW ENROUTE ADVANCED BA8E8 




0 




8 T I 9 T 


M»k« tririul only. Mirer to communication Wfctch officer in pereon. (See Art. 76 (4) NAVREGS.) 
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NAVAL MESSAGE 


NAVY OEPARTiy '* 


DRAFTER EXTENSION NUMBER AODRESSECS PRECEDENCE 


FROM CINCPAC IRDO HONOLULU) 

X 

o 

i 

OC 

O 

Ate 

COMINCH (RDO WASH) 

PRIORITY 

DCFERREO 

RILIRSID IT 

ORTI 15 APRIL 1942 

TOR CODIROOM 0421 / 0B45 

X 

o 

H* 


PRIORITY 

otcooio ry PORTER / BUSH_ 

a 

o 


ROUTINE 


* 


DEFERRED 

PARAPHRASED RY 






INDICATE IV ASTERISK ADDRESSEES FOR WHICH MAIL DELIVERY IS SATISFACTORY. 


150105 CCR «288S 

VNLESS OTHERWISE INOICATEO THIS OISPATCH WILL RE TRANSMITTED WITH OEFERREO PRECEDENCE. 

ORIGINATOR FILL IN DATE ANO TIME DATE TIME OCT 

TEXT 

ACTION COM INCH FROM CINCPAC. 

REPORTED PRESENCE ENEMY SUBMARINES AND T ENTER RABA'JL 
INDICATES PROBABLE COMMENCEMENT ACTIVITIES IN.SOUTH 
PACIFIC AREA. CAN MORE DESTROYERS BE MADE AVAILABLE 
PACFLT FOR PROBABLE ANTI SUBMARINE OPERATIONS THAT 
AREA. 






Maha ariffauJ aalr. IMItotU 


watch 


(SM Art. Tt (4) NAVREGS.) 


























NAVY DEPARTM 


NAVAL MESSAGE 


OBAFTFR EXTENSION NUMBER ADDBESSFFS PRECEDENCE 


'.obi CINCPAC (RDO HONOLULU) 

RELEASED BT 

FOB ACTION 

COMINCH (RDO WASH 

PRIORITY 

u.HRHRHRR 

uEttftRfO 

date 15 APRIL 1942 

FOB COOEBOOM 0641 / 0610 

X 

o 


PRIORITY 

DECODED BT PORTER / BUSH 

p- 

« 

Z 

flC 


routinf 

PARAPHRASED BT 

X 


orrciRCO 


INDICATE BT ASTERISK AOORESSEES FOR WHICH MAIL OEIIVERT IS SATISFACTORY. 


(PAGE ONE) 150411 CCR ?301 S 

UNLESS OTHERWISE INDICATED T MIS DISPATCH WILL BE TRANSMITTED WITH DETERRED PRECEDENCE 

0RI6INAT0R FILL IN DATE A ND TIME DATE TIME 

TEXT 

ACriON COM INCH FROM CINCPAC. 

IN COMMUNICATION TO VICE ADMIRAL BROWN COMMANDER TASK 
FORCE 11 REAR ADMIRAL CRACE ROYAL NAVY WROTE WUOTE YOU 
STATE THAT THE COMMANDER IN CHIEF UNITED STATES FLEET 
HAS DIRECTED THAT THE SENIOR UNITED STATES NAVAL OFFICER 
PRESENT SHALL ASSUME COMMAND OF NAVAL FORCES IN THE ANZ«C 
AREA. IN THIS REGARD I HAVE RECEIVED RECENTLY ADMIRALTY 
MESSAGE TIMED 1342 A OF 25 FEBRUARY 1?42 WHICH STATES 
WUOTE IT HAS BEEN AGREED WITH UNIJED STATES AUTHORITIES 
THAT IN THE EVENT OF HIS MAJESTYS SHIPS AND UNITED STATES 
WARSHIPS REWUIRING TO COOPERATE TACTICALLY AGAIN8T ENEMY, 
COMMAND WILL BE EXERCI8ED BY THAT OFFICER O^ EITHER 
POWER WHO IS SENIOR IN RANK, OR WHERE RANKS OF BOTH 0FFICER8 
ARE EWUAL, BY OFFICER WHO HA8 BEEN LONGEST IN RANK UN¬ 
QUOTE TH18 AGREED PROCEDURE DOES NOT CONFORM TO THE DIR- 



• 7117 












































- • TUVM. MESSAGE N*VY DEPARTMT 


DRAFTER EXTENSION NUMBER ADDRESSEES PRECEDENCE 


FROM __ 

X 

o 


PRIORITY 

RELEASED BY 

§ 

ac 


ROUTINE 


Ate 


DEFERRED 

naTf 




TOR CODEROOM 

X 

o 

• 

PRIORITY 

OCCOOCO It -_ 

*— 

< 

z 

ac 


ROUTINE 


Ate 

X 


DEFERRED 

paraphrased by 





indicate it asterisk adoressees for which mail oelivert is satisfactory. 



(PAGE TWO) 150411 OCR 9301S 

UNLESS ot herwise indicated this dispatc h will be transmitted with deferred precedence, 

ORIGINATOR FILL IN DATE ANO TIME DATE TIME OCT 

TEXT 


LATER ADMIRAL CRACE ACCEDED TO THE ABOVE AND TO FLETCHER8, 
HIS JUNIOR, COMMANDING THE FORCE. CONSIDER IT ESSENTIAL 
THAT TASK FORCES INVOLVING CARRIER REMAIN UNDER UNITED 
STATES FLAG OFFICER. IN ORDER THAT NO QUESTION OF COM¬ 
MAND MAY ARISE REQUEST REAR CRACE BE SO INFORMED. 
C0MTA8KF0R 11INFORMED. 

O 



SEALED SrECRET six 

Make original oaly. IWiw to communication watch officer in pereon. (See Art. 76 (4) NAVRBC.s.) 
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NAVAL MESSAGE 




NAVY OEPARTMF 


• 


DRAFTER 

EXTENSION NUMIER 

AOORESSEES 



PRECEDENCE 

[iny COMANZAC FORCE 

X 

CINCPAC 

OP 

DP 

PRIORITY 

\ 

RELEASED IT _ 

3 

at 

ROUTINE 

uta APRIL 17 1942 





OEFERREO 

TOR CODEROOM 0838/ 0824 _ 

X 

o 

COM INCH 

OP 

DP 

PRIORITY 

nFconro iy BELL • BELL • _ 

>- 

< 

Z 

ROUTINE 

PARAPHRASED IT 



X 




OEFERREO 


INDICATi IT ASTERISK AOOAESSEES FOR WHICH MAIL OELIVERT IS SATISFACTORY. 


170626 CCR 9620AS 

UNLESS OTHERWISE IWOICATEP THIS OISP ATCH WILL IE TRAHSMITTED WITH OEFERREO PRECEOENCE- 

ORIGINATOR FILL IN-OATE ANO TIME DATE _TIME 

TEXT 

THIS IS FROM GENERAL MACARTHUR. RECBNT INTELLIGENCE 
REPORTS SHOW INCREASED AIR FORCES BEING MOVED RA9AUL 
AND INDICATIONS ENEMY ACTION BEFORE^ END OF MONTH X 
I AM CONCERNED THAT TASKFORCE USUALLY OPERATING CORAL 
SEA AREA BEING WITHDRAWN TO BLEACHER X CONSIDER IT 
NECESSARY THAT ONE TASKFORCE BE MAINTAINED THAT AREA 
AT ALL TIME? TO CHECK FURTHER ENEMY ADVANCE. 


O 







SEALED 



m... aricimal mI t . Mirer to cawwnnicatlo. watch oScar la ftnon. (Sw. Art. Tl (4) NAVRBGS.) 
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NAVAL MESSAGE 


NAVY OEPARTMI 


DRAFTER EXTENSION NUMBER ADDRESSEES PRECEDENCE 


FROM CINCPAC 

FOR ACTION 

COMANZAC 

priMPPPP 

ROUTINE 

DEFERRED 

RELEASED BY 

date 18 APRIL 1942 

TOR CODEROOM 0043 / 0015 

z 

o 

p 

>- 

cc 

o 

t*. 

z 

COMINCH 

COMTASKFOR 17 

priMPPPP 

ROUTINE 

DEFERRED 

DECOOEO BY BUSBY_ J BUSH 

PARAPHRASED BY 


INDICATE (Y ASTERISK AOORESSEES FOR WHICH MAIL DELIVERY IS SATISFACTORY. 


172015 CCR 7715 8 

UNLESS OTHERWISE INDICATED THIS DISPATCH WILL BE TRANSMITTED WITH DEFERRED PRECEDENCE. 

0RI6INAT0R FILL IN PATE ANO TIME QATE TIME GCT 

TEXT 

FROM CINCPAC ACTION COMANZAC INFO COMINCH COMTASKFORCE 17* 

FOR GENERAL MACARTHUR YOUR 170626 TASK FORCE 17 HA8 BEEN 
AT SEA OVER TNO MONTHS. IT8 FIGHTING AIRCRAFT FA8T BEING 
GROUNDED FOR LEAKY FUEL TANK8. PLANNED UPKEEP E88ENTIAL 
TO REHABILITATE FIGHTING PLANES. 8TR0NGLY AGREE DESIRE- 
ABILITY MAINTAINING FORCE IN CORAL IEA AND RILL ENDEAVOR 
TO DO SO. BELIEVE PERSISTENT C0URAGE0U8 ATTACKS BY 
YOUR AIRCRAFT HAVE DELAYED ENEMY OFFENSIVE AND THAT 
FLETCHER RILL RETURN TO AREA IN TIME TO OPPOSE ADVANCE 
INVOLVING SURFACE FORCES. 


SEALED 



51 


17 117 


Make original only. Deliver to communication watch officer in person. (See Art. 76 (4) NAVKfX»S.) 









































NAVAL MESSAGE 


NAVV DEPARTME 


OMTTM extension number addressees precedence 


from cincpac 

RELEASED BY 

date 17 APRIL 1?42 

FOR ACTION 

COM INCH 

PBWWPPPP 

ROUTINE 

DEFERREO 

TOR CODEROOM 22A& / 2213 _ 

z 

0 

A— 


PRIORITY 

decoded by _ BUSBY y BUSH 

z 

0 


ROUTINE 


X 


DEFERREO 

PARAPHRASED BY 





INDICATE BY ASTERISK ADDRESSEES FOR WHICH MAIL DELIVERY IS SATISFACTORY. 


172035 CCR 05778 

amiss OTHERWISE INDICATED THIS DISPATCH WILL BE TRANSMITTED WITH DEFERREO PRECEDENCE. 

ORIGINATOR FILL IN PATE AND TIME DATE TIME _ GCT 

TEXT 

INDICATIONS CRUISER CARRIER CONCENTRATION TRUK RABAUL 
AREA ABOUT END OF MONTH. COMANZAC 170626. MY 172015. 

IT 18 MY STRONG CONVICTION THAT ENEMY ADVANCE 8H0ULD 
BE OPPOSED BY FORCE CONTAINING NOT LESS THAN TIO CARRIERS. 
AGAIN RECOMMEND THAT FITCH PROCEED CORAL SEA IHERE FLETCHER 
IILLJO IN HIM AFTER UPKEEP. IF APPROVED IILL DIRECT 
FXFRCIGF EAST PALMYRA CHRISTMAS LINE THEN RETURN SAN 
FRANCISCO. 



S 7 1 f 7 


Make original ooJy. Deliver to communication watch officer in person. (See Art. 76 (4) NAVREGS.) 













































NAVY OEPARTM ' 


NAVAL MESSA6E 


( 


ORAFTEA ICTENSION NUMRER ADOAESSEES_ PRECEDENCE 


FROM C 1 NCPAC 

JC 

o 

H 

i i 

S 

law 

COM INCH P 

PRIORITY 

PPP ROUTINE 

DEFERREO 

RELEASED IT 

o*T€ APRIL 19 194? 

tor cootROOM 0608/0540 

X 

o 

Z 

ac 

o 

u. 

X 

COM SW PACFOR 

PRIORITY 

PPP ROUTINE 

DEFERRED 

OFCODCD »Y RFI 1 ^ 

PARAPHRASED RY 


INDICATE IT ASTERISK AOORESSEES FOR WHICH MAIL OEIIVERY IS SATISFACTORY. 


190457 CCR 9929AS 


UNLESS OTHERWI SE INDICATED THIS D I SPATCH Will IE TRANSMITTED WITH DEFERRED PRECEDENCE. 

0RI6INAT0R FIU. IN DATE AND TIME PATE ’ TIME <? cr 

TEH 


YOUR 132032 TASKFORCE 17 AR°! VES BLEACHER TOMORROW 
ADD SERVICE FORCE DETACHMENT JS / 3EMBLED THERE IN 
ACCORDANCE WITH MY 142027 X DEL VERY FUEL TANKS 
ARRANGED FOR THAT PLACE X CONS’DER IMPRACTICABLE TO 
CHANGE BASE FOR UPKEEP AND THAT DEPARTBLEACHED 
ON 27 APRIL FOR CORAL SEA CONFORMS TC PRESENT REQUIBE- 
i.'ENTS OF THE S.TUAT ON AS PRESENTED IN 10UR 2032 OF 
THE 18TH 



Make original oalp. Driiftr to communication watch officer in person. (See Art. 76 (4) NAVREGS., 













































NAVAL MESSAGE 


NAVY DEPART* 




MATTER EXTENSION NUMBER ADDRESSEES PRECEDENCE 


r. n . CINCPAC (TEXT) 

FOR ACTION 

CTF 11 

CTF 1 

ppp PRIORITY 

ROUTINE 

DEFERRED 

REUASED BY 

ntTr APRIL 19 1942 

TOR CODfROOM 0630/0607 

X 

o 

D- 

■< 

z 

cc 

o 

u. 

X 

COM SW PACFOR 
COM INCH 

PPPPF 

PRIORITY 

ROUTINE 

DEFERREO 

nrcoDFD by BELL.BELL . 

•lALVUIStin MV 

KANKrnNRUU •» 


INDICATE BT ASTERISK AOORESSEES TOR WHICH MAIL DELIVERY IS SATISFACTORY. 


190535 CCR 9934AS 

UNLESS OTHERWISE IN OICATEO THIS OISPATCH WILL RE TRANSMITTED WITH DEFERRED PRECEDENCE. 

ORIGINATOR FILL IN D A TE ANO TIME DATE TIME OCT 

TEST 

C1NCPAC ORIGINATOR. 


MV 110335 MOKIBtED X TASKFORCE ONE REMAN TO EASTWARD 
OF PALMYRA-CHR fSTMAS AREA X TASKFORCE 11 PROCEED AT 
ECONOMICAL SPEED TOWARD LATITIDE 12-45S LONGITUDE 180. 
FURTHER DRDEPS LATER. 



^^..l ,-Jj. Dcii.fr to coaaaalcation woUh oBcor in pcroon. (8«* Art. TB (4) NAVREGS.) 




































NAVAL MESSAGE 

DRAFTER 


NAVAL MESSAGE 


NAVY DEPARTIY r 


EXTENSION NUMBER 

ADDRESSEES 

PRECEDENCE 

from CINCPAC (NERKl 

JC 

o 

COMTASKFOR 11 

PRIORITY 

RELEASED IT 

DATE 20 APRIL 1942 

u 

O 

COMTASKFOR 7 

rJHWRRRR 

DEFERRED 

TOR CODEROOM _ 0209 / ZJZf 

X 

o 

i- 

COM SN PAC FOR 

COM TASKFOR 1 

PRIORITY 

decooeo it PORTER / BUSH 

PARAPHRASED BT 

X 

oc 

o 

X 

COM INCH 

<<<JNWRRRR 

DEFERREO 


INDICATE BY ASTERISK AOORESSEcS FOR WHICH MAIL 0ELIVE RY IS SATISFACTORY. 


192109 CCR 10056 S 


UNLESS OTHERWISE INO'CMED THIS OISPATCH WIU_HF TRANSMITTED * IT H OEFERRED PRECEDENCE 


ORIGINATOR FILL IN DATE AND TIME 

OATE 

TIME 

GCT 

text cincpac sent this. 





MODIFY MYDIS 190535 NOT TO ALL ADDRESSEES. 

TASKFORCE 11 PROCEED SO AS TO ARRIVE AT POINT ACORN 
LATITUDE 11-45 SOUTH LONGITUDE 178-37 NEST AT ZE* 0 HOURS 
ZED 25 APRIL. THENCE PROCEED BY ROUTE SOUTH OF ROSES TO 
AREA NORTHNE8T OF POBBY WHERE RENDEZVOUS 1ITH FLETCHER 
WILL BE ARRANGED. CQMTASKFOR 17DIRECT KASKA3K!A AFTER 
FUELING HIS FORCE TO DEPART BLEACHER WITH ONE DESTROYER 
ESCORT AND JOIN FITCH AT POINT ACORN. DIRECTIVE FOR 
COMBINED OPERATIONS TASK FORCES 11 AND 17 FOLLOWS. 


SEALED S ECRET 


t 7 1 B T 


M*k« original only. Deliver to communication watch officer in person. (See Art. 76 (4) NAVREGS.) 


































NAVAL MESSAGE 

( 



NAVY OEPANTiy^ 


Aivui 

EXTENSION HOMIER 

ADORESSEES 

PRECEDENCE 

FROM 

CINCPAC (NISA) 


X 

CTF 11 

PR 1 BfcliftY 

RELEASED IY 

ORTE 

2? APRIL 1Q4P 


p 

a 

s 

u. 

CTG 17.19 

CTF 17 

ROUTINE 

DEFERRED 

TOR CODE ROOM 

DECODED IY 

PARAPHRASED IY 

470*/flf>?3- 

BERRY/BERRY 


X 

o 

a 

m 

o 

5 

CTF 1 

COM INCH 
COMSWPACFOR 

PRIWM'JY ‘ 

ROUTINE 

DEFERRED 


INDICATE IT ASTERISK AOORESSECS TOR WHICH MAH DELIVERY IS SATISFACTORY. 


22034b CCR 74S PAGE 1 OF 2 


UNLESS OTHERWISE IROICATED THIS DISP RTCH WILL R E TRANSMinEO WITH OEfCRRCO PRLCEOENCE- 

TIME 


ORIGINATOR FILL IN DATE AMO TIME 


DATE 


TEST 


FROM CINCPAC 


OCT 


INSTRUCTIONS herein MODIFY my 192109 x 150053 
14202? X TASK FORCES 11 AND 17 RENDF^'uU AT POINT 
BUTTERNUT LATITUDE 16-00 SOUTH LONGITUDE lc»l-4b EA^T 
J5200 ZED SLANT ONE MAY X TASKFOR 11 FUEL FROM K ASK ASK IA 
AS PREVIOUSLY DIRECTED THEN SEND KASKASKI A UNDER ESCORT 
TO PEARL VIA ROUTE EAST OF PHOENIX GROUP AND 100 MILES 
WEST OF PALMYRA X TASKFOR 17 DEPART BLEACHER IN TIME 
TO MEET NEOSHO MCCALL AT POINT CASHEW LATITUDE 20-20 
SOUTH LONGITUDE l79*lb EAST AT 0000 ZED SLANT TWO EIGHT 
APRIL THENCE TO PRESECRIBED RENDEZVOUS WITH TASKFOR 11 X 
NEOSHO MCCALL CANCEL UNCOMPLETED PORTION PREVIOUS 
ORDERS PROCEED FROM PRESENT POSITION VIA ROUTE WEST OF 
SAVAM ISLAND TO POINT CASHEW FOR JUNCTION WITH TASK 
FORCE 17 X NEOSHO THEN PROCEED IN COMPAfY WITH OVttS 

SEALED SreettfH 

Make original Ml?’ Drlirrr to eOBBunication watch officer in poroon. (Sr* Art. T6 (4) NAVRECS.) 


7?? 

* i i 


518 


















































NAVAL MESSAGE 


NAVY DEPARTMf * 




JDBBFTER EXTENSION NUMBER 

AOORESSEES 

PRECEDENCE 



FROM 

z 


PRIORITY 



RELEASED BY 

►— 

a 


ROUTINE 



OATE 

© 

u. 


OEFERREO 



TOB COOEROOM 

z 

o 

♦ 

PRIORITY 



DECODED BY 

►— 

z 


ROUTINE 



PARAPHRASED BY 

La. 

z 


OEFERREO 



INDICATE BY ASTERISK AOORESSEES FOR WHICH MAIL OELIVt 

RT t 

S SATISFACTORY. 



2203^-5 CCR 74S PAGE 2 OF 2 

UNLESS OTHERWISE INOICATCD THIS D ISPATCH WI LL BE TRANSMITTED WITH DEFERRED PRECEDENCE. 

0RI6INAT0B FILL IN PETE ANO TIME • DATE TIME CCT 

nn 

DIRECTED BY COVTASKFOR 17 X MCCALL RETURN TO PEARL 
STOPPING SUVA AND TUTU I LA FOR MAIL AND PASSENGERS VII THIN 
THEIR CAPACITY X ON CONCENTRATING AT BUTTERNUT 
TA3KF0PCES 11 AND 17 REORGANIZE A3 SINGLE FORCE UNDER 
COMMAND REAP ADMIRAL FLETCHER X AT FIFST OPPORTUNITY 
WITHOUT BREAKING RADIO SILENCE FURNISH ME YOUR NEV. 

TALK ORGANIZATION X TASK ASSIGNMENTS FOR COVRI NED FORCE 
BY SEPARATE DESPATCH TO COMTASKFOR 17 | 


SEALED SECRET 

Make original onlp. Dclirer to communication watch officer in peraon. (S*o Art. 7S (4) N A VKFX.-v) 



9 7 19 7 











































NAVAL MESSAGE NAVY DEPART* _ ' 

OMHIR EXTENSION NUMBER ADDRESSEES PRECEDENCE 


fbom CINCPAC 

FOR ACTION 

CTF 17 

PRIORITY 

ROUJ 0 WA 6 

DEFERREO 

RELEASED BY 

4 1 t a f | a , | 

Dm 22 APRIL l c 42 

TOR CODIROOM (Jftxl Q / 3)71 ft 

Z 

O 

■* 

z 

ac 

© 

ha. 

z 

CTF 11 

COMSWPACFOR 

COMINCH 

CTF 1 

PHIORITT 

ROUttttE 

DEFERREO 

DECODED IY £1 I 1W T/RPR R V 

paraphrased iy 


INDICATE BY ASTERISK AOORCSSEES EOR WHICH MAIL DELIVERY IS SATISFACTORY. 


220541 CCR 84S 

U NLESS OTHERWISE INOICATEP THIS OISPATCH WILL BE TRANSMITTED WITH DEFERRED PRECEDENCE. 

ORIGINATOR FILL IN DATE ANO TIME DATE _ TIME OCT 

TEXT 

AN ENEMY OFFENSIVE IN NEW GUINEA DASH SOLOMON AREA IS 
AT PRESENT INDICATED FOR FIRST WEEK OF MAY PROBABLE 
PRIMARY OBJECTIVE MORESBY X MAY EVENTUALLY INCLUDE THREE 
OR FOUR CARRIERS ABOUT EIGHTY HEAVY BOMBERS AND SAME 
NUMBER OF FIGHTERS AT NEW GUINEA AND NEW BRITAIN AIR 
BASES X YO'JR TASK ASSIST IN CHECKING FURTHER ADVANCE BY 
ENEMY IN ABOVE AREA BY SEIZING FAVORABLE OPPORTUNITIES 
TO DESTROY SHIPS SHIPPING AND AIRCRAFT X CINCPAC WILL 
ARRANGE COORDINATION OF SOUWESTPACFOR AND WILL KEEP YOU 
FULLY INFORMED X PARA X COMSOUWESTPAC 18 REQUESTED TO 
CONTINUE PRESENT DISSEMINATION INTELLIGENCE THAT AREA, 

TO KEEP MACARTHUR INFORMED OF PACFLT PLANS AND OPERATIONS 
AND TO INFORM ME PLANS FOR HIS FORCES ESPECIALLY THOSE 
WHICH CAN SUPPORT FLEET FORCES X PARA X REENFORCEMENT FOR 
' TASKFOR 17 AT LATER DATE UNDER CONSIDERATION 

SEALED S ECR E^t 

52 

M«i f t original onljr. Driirrr to communication watch offlccr in poraon. (Sr* Art. TB (4) NAVREGS.) 













































NAVAL MESSAGE 


NAVY DEPART! 


EXTENSION NIIMRER 


IX 


AODRESSECS 


PRECEDENCE 


fkdm CINCPAC C NERK) 

X 

COM INCH 

PRIORITY 

RELEASED IY 

P 

a 

tOUTUfc M 

daye 23 APRIL 1942 

o 


DEFERRED 

YOR CODEROOM 0334/0335 

Z 

o 

COMSWPACFOR 

PRIORITY 

DECODED RY FINKELDEY/GL UNT 

I 

s 

IOUTIiNEhe 

PARAPHRASED RY 

s 


DEFERRED 


indicate it asterisk aooressees for WHICH mail delivery is satisfactory. 

230051 CCR 209 

UNLESS OTHERWISE INOICATED THIS DISPATCH WILL »E TRANSMITTED WITH OEFERREO PRECEDENCE. 

TIME 


ORIGINATOR FILL IN DATE ANO TIKI 
TEXT 

FROM CINCPAC 


— 


DATE 


UlIlAC) 


OCT 




FOLLOWING AVAILABLE YOUR 182032 X TASKFORCES 17 AND 11 
COMPRISING TWO CV'S X FIVE CA'S X 13 DDS AND THREE AO'S 
MY 22034b AND 220541 X IN ADDITION CAN BE AVAILABLE IN AREA 
ABOUT 13 MAY TASKFORCE 16 COMPRISING TW6 CV'S FOUR CRUISERS 
EIGHT DDS AND TWO AO'S X CAM PROVIDE LOGISTIC SUPPORT FOR 
ABOVE FORCES UNTIL ONE JUNE BUT CONSIDER FLETCHER SHOULD 
START NORTH BY 15 MAY IF POSSIBLE X BETWEEN BOBCAT AND 
SOUTHWEST PAC ARFA BUT ENGAGED IN ESCORTING ONE CA ONE CL 
ONE OCL SEVERAL DESTROYERS X AIRCRAFT X ARMY BOMBERS HERE 
ONLY 29 ENTIRELY INADEQUATE FOR HAWAIIAN DEFENSE X VP AT 
NOUMEA CAN BE INCREASED TO TWELVE ABO . T ONE MAY X SU1MARINEJ 
X IN VIEW COMSOUW'ESTPAC 220410 BELIEVE PACFLT SU3S SHOULD 
REMAIN CLEAR NORTH BOUNDARY SOUTHWEST PACIFIC AREA X ONE WILL 
BE OFF RABAUL UNTIL ONE MAY X ONE IS ENROUTE TRUK K THREE 



Make original aaiy. Delircr to communication watch officer in peraor. (See Art. .6(1) NAVREX.S.) 

































NAVAL MESSAGE 


1 


NAVY DEPARTS T 



INDICATE (V ASTERISK AOORESSEES FOR WHICH MAIL DELIVERY IS SATISFACTORY. 


SHEET TWO 230051 CCR 209 

UNLESS OTHERWISE INDICATED THIS OISRATCH WILL IE TRANSMITTED WITH DEFERRED PRECEDENCE. 

ORIGINATOR FILL IN DATE ANO TIME DATE TIME OCT 

TEIT 

DEPARTURES HERE BETWEEN 20 APR!L AND ONE MAY FOR SOUTHWEST 
EXCHANGE X EACH SCHEDULED FOR SHORT PATROL CN TRUK-RABAUL 
frlNE WHICH CAN BE INCREASED BY ELIMINATING RECONNAISSANCE 
ENROUTE X TWO OTHERS AVAILABLE 30 APRIL X EXPEDITIONARY 
TROOPS X NONE READY IN TIME X BATTLESHIPS X AGAIN RECOMMEND 
THAT TASK FORCE ONE RETURN TO COAST AFTER REMAINING SUFFICIEN> 
LY LONG AT SEA TO HAVE EFFECT ON ENEMY DISPOSITIONS X 
RECOMMENDED DATE OF ARRIVAL COAST TWO MAY X CONSIDERATIONS 
FAVORING ARE 

(A) ITS OPERATION IN SOUTHWEST INADVISABLE AS SUFFICIENT 
AIR AND SUBMARINE PROTECTION NOT AVAILABLE FOR BATTLESHIPS 
UNLESS WITHDRAWN FROM PRESENT CARRIER TASK FORCES X BESIDES 
THUS WEAKENING STRIKING POWER OF THESE FORCES BATTLESHIPS 
WOULD RESTRICT THEIR FREEDOM OF ACTION DUE TO SLOW SPEED X 

(B) OPERATION THERE WOULD PUT STRAIN ON LOGISTICS FOR WHICH 

SEALED 

y f i.. origin,] ,«l r . Dolirrr to coanmnicntion wotch oOeor In person. (Sot Art. T« (4) NAVREG8.) 
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NAVAL MESSAGE 


NAVY DEPARTS T 



o 


0 






DRAFTER EXTENSION number aooressees precedence 

-------- 


- 

FROM 

z 


PRIORITY 

RELEASED IT 

\ ■» 

DATE 

►— 

u 

ac 

O 

w 


ROUTINE 

DEFERREO 

TOR COOCROOM 

OECOOED IT 

PARAPHRASED BY 

Z 

O 

•< 

z 

ac 

O 

Ate 

Z 


PRIORITY 

ROUTINE 

DEFERRED 


INDICATE BY ASTERISK AOORESSEES FOR WHICH MAIL DtliVERV IS SATISFACTORY. 


SHEET THREE 230051 CCR 20? 

UWLCSS OTHERWISE INDICATED THIS OISPATCH WILL IE TRANSMITTED wtth DE FE RRED PRECEDENCE, _ 

ORIGINATOR fill IH BATE AMO TIME DATE TIME \_ 6CT 


ten 

WE ARE NOT PREPARED X 

(C) BASING AT PEARL WOULD RESULT FUEL WITHDRAWAL FROM A 
SUPPLY ONLY NOW BEGINNING TO HOLD LEVEL X 

(D) HARBOR WOULD PE CONGESTED ESPECIALLY AT TIME WHEN ENEMY 
MAY ATTEMPT REPRISAL ATTACK. 



it i ii 



SEALED 

Mate original wMy. Mirer to communication watefc 


Art. 7i (4) NAVRBGS.) 














































NAVAL MESSAGE 


NAVY OEPARTMF ' 


BMFTtt EXTENSION NUMBER - ADDRESSEES PRECEDENCE 


from r»nu$ninirE$pAc 

FOR ACTION 

COM INCH 

OP W T 0P 

ROUTINE 

DEFERREO 

RELEASED IY 

date 25 APRIL 19-12 

TOR CODEIOOM fSA 

Z 

o 

< 

Z 

s 

Ite 

z 


PRIORITY 

ROUTINE 

DEFERREO 

decoded iy F 1 NK£l DF Y/BFRR Y 

PARAPHRASED IY 


INDICATE IV ASTERISK ADORESSEES FOR WHICH MAH DELIVERY IS SATISFACTORY. 


25031? CCR 854S 

UNLESS OTHERWISE INDICATED THIS DISPATCH WILL BE TRANSMITTED WITH OEFERRED PRECEDENCE- _ 

ORIGINATOR F ILL IN DATE ANO TIME DATE TIME OCT 

TOT 

MACARTHUR DESPATCH OF TWENTY FOUR APRIL ADDRESSED MARSHALL 
SUBJECT CARRIER WAS SENT WITHOUT CONSULTATION WITH ME 
AND DOES NOT REPRESENT MY VIEWS 






SEALED 



i watch •■ear la 


• tart 


Maka ariciaal aaip. Datirarta 


(S*» Art. Tl (4) NAVRBCS.) 




























NAVAL MESSAGE 


NAVY OEPARTM' ' 


drafter 

EXTENSION NUMIER 

ADDRESSEES 

PRECEDENCE 


„om CINCPAC(NYCU) 

X 

0 

a 

oc 

0 

w 

COM INCH 

PR 1 UN*?Y 

ROUTINE 

DEFERRED 

RELEASED (Y 

datf 29 APRIL 1942 

TOR CODIROOM 247/f'2l 5 

X 

0 


PRIORITY 

oecoofd iy EDWARDS/EDnAR r S 

•< 

X 

oc 

0 


ROUTINE 


X 


DEFERREO 

PARAPHRASED IY 





INDICATE IT ASTERISK ADDRESSEES fOR WHICH MAIL DELIVERY IS SATISFACTORY. 


282£47 CCR 13 b 2 S 


want OTHERWISE INOICAYEO THIS DISPATCH WILL «E TRANSMITTED WITH OEFERREO PRLCEOEHCL 


ORIGINATOR FILL IN DATE ANO TIME DATE TIME _ GCT 

TEST . 

(AIDAC) 

PART ONE FROM CINCPAC XX FURTHER CONSIDERATION INDICATES 
THAT BATTLESHIPS SHOULD RETURN COAST X YOUR TWENTYSEVEN 
Ti.O ZERO FIVE EIGHT X DESTROYER SHORTAGE PREVIOUSLY 
SERIOUS NOW ACCENTUATED BY TRANSFER SQUADRON TO SOUtHKEST- 
PACFOR AND UNAVOIDABLE DELAY IN USEFUL EMPLOYMENT THOSE 
TO BE RECEIVED IN RETURN X ONLY SHIP DE3R0N TWELVE WHICH 
HAS REPORTED IS NOT YET READY FOR COMBAT SERVICE X WHEN 
DESTROYERS CAN BE MALE AVAILABLE FURTHER RECOMMENDATIONS 
WILL BE MADE X TENTATIVE DATE ARRIVAL BATTLESHIPS ON 
COAST TEN MAY X REQUEST APPROVAL X PART TWO FOLLOWS 



SEALED 


Make original oatp. DalWer to coaiaaonication watch officer in person. (See Art. T« (4) NAVRECS.) 
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NAVAL MESSAGE 



NAVY DEPARTM' 


DRAFTER 

EXTENSION NUMRER 

AODRESSEES 

PRECEDENCE 

FROM 

CINCPAC fNERlO 

S 


PRTUfPfTY 

RELEASED IY 

§ 

* 

COM INCH ' 

ROUTINE 

DATE 

?0 APRIL 1742 

w 

■ • 

DEFERREO 

TOR CODE ROOM 

0201 /0i4l 

2 


prTWWty 

ROUTINE 

nrcnafD by 

m IIKlT /rfbrv 

►- 

•* 

z 

g 

COMSOUWESPACFOR 

paraphrased iy 

s 


DEFERREO 


INDICATE IT ASTERISK ADORESSEES TOR WHICH MAIL DELIVERY IS SATISFACTORY. 


282223 CCR 1351S 

UNLESS OTHERWISE INOICATEO this OllPATCH WIU IE TRANSMITTED WITH DEFERRED PRECEDENCE. 

ORI6INATOR FILL IN PATE ANO TINE PAY E TIME OCT 

TEXT 

THIS IS SECOND PART OF MY (CINCPACS) 282047 X HALSEY 
LEAVES THURSDAY X YOUR 272058 X HORNET AIR GROUP COMPLETE 
WITHOUT AUGMENTATION FROM YORKTQWN X VICTOR PREPS AT 
NOUMEA WILL BE INCREASED TO TWELVE BY THIRTIETH AND 
AFIRM VICTOR DOG WILL BE SENT SHORTLY TO REPORT TANGIER X 
NO ADDITIONAL VICTOR PREPS AT PRESENT X ACCORDING 
LATEST REPORT FIELD AT ROSES NOT SATISFACTORY X MARINE 
FIGHTRON WILL PROCEED IN ENTERPRISE AND BASE TEMPORARILY 
NEW CALEDONIA IF NECESSARY UNTIL ROSES FIELD READY X 
C0M30UWESPACF0R HAS PARTS ONE AND TWO OF THIS DESPATCH X 



SEALED SEGRErT 

M.v. origiul MlT DoUrtr to communication watch oBcar in paraon. <Sa* Art. T* («) NAVRRGS.) 
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NAVAL MESSAGE 




4'. 


NAVY OEPARTM 


EXTENSION NUMIER 


AOORESSE 


PRECEDENCE 


from OOXIHCH f\ . 

z 

CZVCPAC 

p p ft*Ri*p p p 

an faced ry ATKIEAL 

a 

ROUTINE 

V ^3 

n.rr JAHUAET » r 1942 

o 


DEFERREO 

TOR CODFROOM 

z 

o 

* 

PRIORITY 

DFCODFD BY 

*- 

z 

me 


ROUTINE 

PARAPHRASED RY 

U. 

z 


DEFERRED 


INDICATE IT ASTERISK AOORESSEES FOR WHICH MAIL OEIIVERY IS SATISFACTORY. 

292220 C C fc. 

UNIESS OTHERWISE INOICATEO THIS DISPATCH Will RE TRANSMITTED WITH DEFERRED PRECEOENCE. 

0RI6INAT0R Fill IN DATE AHO TIME DATE -2SL 

■ 1 

TEXT 


OCT 


gnu ciphvr—aipac 


DXCI8I0V BEACHED 0COOPT TOTAPUTI C0D1 liKI QUOTE 7XTL0CI UVqpOTV A2 800V AM 
XSOKIAL PERSOBHEL AKD MAXXBIAL CAV BX COLLECTED BIBS Z SB Iff VUB1B 

EIGHTHS TUTHH AID OQMMZVT OV VOBCX TOO CAV ALLOC ATI TOE FOBPOSI KEBTIOVXD 



it a m « mzm 




SEALED SECRET 

527 

Mak* original only. DoUtrt to eommunlealion watch officer in poraon. (Sr* Art. TA («) NAVRECS.) 
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NAVAL MESSAGE 


NAVY OEPARTMF* 






DRArTCR EXTENSION NUMBER ADDRESSEES PRECEDENCE 



X 

o 

u 

-« 

01 

o 

w 

Cl TCP AC 

P P PrBrPtP p p 

ROUTINE 

DEFERRED 

FROM COKIICH J 

RELEASED BY ATBITRAT. immY/T. 1 wMA ^ 

OATE _ THBETTAHT S, 1943 ^ 

TOR CODEROOM TOD> Mt/CrM 

X 

o 

*— 


priority 


Z 


ROUTINE 

OECOOED ST 

o 




X 


DEFERRED 

PARAPHRASED BY 





INDICATE IT ASTERISK AOORESSEES FOR WHICH MAIL DELIVERY IS SATISFACTORY. 


081555 


UNLESS OTHIRWISt INDICATED THIS OISPATCH WI LL BE TRANSMITTED WIYH OEFERREO PRECEDENCE. 

ORIGINATOR FILL IN DATE AND TIME DATE TIME OCT 

T “ T CUC CIPHD - ATDAC 

t COBTIBUCUS STUUI OT QHHBRAL PACITIC 8ITOATIGB IMPZL8 KX TO TBS COBTICTIOB PABBT 
WHICH 18 81IPP0BTZD BT SBUCTS THOM AUSTRALIA ACT S0UTHW18T PACITIC PAROI THAI 

« MUST USI NAZI KM T0HCX8 AYAILABLB IX AflOMSSITI 0PXHAII0H8 TO KHLIBT1 PHISSURI 
ZH SOUTHWIST PACITIC PAHA THIS HZLIXT CAH BX ITTIC T ID XITHXH ICTIHXCTLT BT SUITA1LB 


OPXBAIIOIS IB TOUR ABBA OH DIHBCTLT BT SXHDIHO EBIHP0HCXKXBT8 TO ABSAC ACT SUIT 
OH ABBA ASIA PAHA IT IS CBTICUS THAT SUCH A0CHX88ITX OPZRAIIOVS SHOULD MAHTHDI.T 

RCTUCX no TOH XSOOHI OPHEATIOHS IB XASTBHB PACITIC PAHA UT MX HA>X TOUR YIXW8 
OB THIS HATTIE IBCLOTIBO OXIXBAL PROPOSALS TOH APPB0PHIAI1 ACTIOB IB TOUR ARIA 

IB WHICH COBSIUXRATIOB OT ORIOIBAL TASK IBTOLTIBO USI OT BATTLBSHIP8 SHOULD 


(!CR 0025 



b£B ?. bn i Oi 




Make original oaly. DtUrtr to coaMoaicatloa watch officer la ponon. (S«a Art. TB (4) NAVBBCS.) 
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NAVAL MESSAGE 


NAVY OEPARTMr- 


DRAFTER 


EXTENSION NUMIER 


ADORESSEES 


PRECEDENCE 




FROM. 


coKnrcH 


A^tWlLU 


■i&ht- 


REIEASED IT 
DATE _ w amimr isaa 

TOR CODEROOM _ 

OCCOOCD IT _ 


PARAPHRASED IT 


CITCPAC 


P Pp»o»tP p P P 

ROUTINE 

DEFERREO 


PRIORITY 
ROUTINE 
OIFERRED 


INDICATE IT ASTERISK AOORESSEES FOR WHICH MAIL DELIVERY IS SATISFACTORY. 

092246 CC# * 

UNLESS OTHERWISE INDICATED THIS OISPATCH WILL RE TRANSMITTED WITH OEFERREO PRECEDENCE 


0RI6INAT0R FlU IN.DATE ANO TIME 


DATE 


TIME 


OCT 


TEXT 

one CIPHER - ATDAC 

TOOT ZXBO HOBS ZERO TWO THIRTTIIIxIeACUIC 1XXB HOT HIP EAT HOT MARXXDLT IKPERIOR 
IV ALL TTPB TO PORCIS XHBOT CAT BRITO TO BEAR HI THIS OPERATIXO RADIUS OP BAHAI I 

VHILX HZ IS COMMUTE) TO XXTESSIVX 0PERETI0H8 XH S0UTHW8T PACITIC PARA TOUR PQRCX8 
HILL HOWEVER BX MABXXDLT IXPXRIOR PROM AUSTRALIA TO* ALASKA VBKH TBX XH9(T HAS OAIHXP 

OBJECTIVES H SOUTBVXST PACITIC UKLX8S XTXET XFTORT IS COHTIBUOUSLT MAUI TO DAMAOX 
HIS SHIPS ABD BASIS PARA ACTIOX BT TOU TOWARDS AID IX MAXDAZXS HILL OP ITSXLP COTXR 

AID PROTECT MIDHAT DASH HAWAII LUX HHILX AJTQRDIBG BADLT HIV.DXD RZLIXT OP FEBS8URX 
IV SOUTHWEST PACITIC PARA CAXNOT RXADILT ACCXPT USX OP BATTLESHIPS TOR IS COST 150 

CORTOTS AS SUITABLE XMPLOTMXHT BECAUSE IT IS PASSIVE IX CHARACTER PARA PXXL ALSO 

that greater use op ah uxits ix support op xasxtox airs is clearlt ixdicated 

RATHER THAI LOCAL PASSIVE DXPXSSX IV HAWAII PARA RXVW 8IIUATI0X 01 ABOVE PRBUSXS 
AID COBS IDEE ACTIVE OPERATIOXS A0AIB8T MAXDATBS AID WAD PROM X0RTHWA1D ABD BASTVARD 


OR OTHERWISE VAST PATTXRX OP OPERATIOXS 


T ioiTj 




ft bl « 0^ 




SEALED 



529 


M.v. orifiul mIf. D*Ur»r l« r—anlnl 1 — watch oOcar hi 1 ««— (Sw Art. 71 (4) NAVRKCS.) 
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NAVAL MESSAGE 


DRAFTER 


J?Z 1 


■ 4 . 


NAVY 


EITEIKION NUMIER 


ADDRESSEES 


PRECEDENCE 


\ mom COMMCH 


COMANZAC FORCE 

PKiOPiTrUBUBt 

RELEASED IY * _ _ 

date February 12, 1942. 

i 

ec 

© 

to. 

ROUTINE 

DEFERRED 

TOR CODEROOM 

3T 

O 

CINCPAC 

PRIORITY 

DECODED IT_ . • 

PARAPHRASfj^ 

C 

M 

COMTASKFOR 11 (PAC) 

ROUTINE 

© 

X 


OEEERRED 


I KOI Cl 


UNLEES 


ORIGINATOR FILL IN DATE AND TIME 


S^boRUSEES FOR WHICH MAIL DELIVERY IS SATISFACTORY 

/ 2 L ~L-'Z- a 0 

NNWt RTED THIS DISPATCH Will »E TRANSMITTED WITH DCTERREO PRECEDENCE 

DATE 


TIME 


OCT 


Tcn YOU SHOULD JOIN TOUR FLAGSHIP AND TAKE DIRECT COMMAND OF PRESENT 
OPERATIONS AGAINST ENEMY X PENDING TOUR ARRIVAL INSTRUCT BROWN TO 

COORDINATE OPERATIONS OF TASK FORCE ELEVEN AUSTRALIAN SQUADRON AND ALL 
COOPERATING AIRCRAFT XX TOUR 090232 Z AND THE PLAN APPARENTLY ADOPTED 

BY BROWN INDICATE PRESENT OPERATIONS ARE RESTRICTED TO DEFENSIVE COVES 
IN LIMITED AREA X I MUST POINT OUT THAT EMPLOYING SUCCESSIVE OPERATIONS 

OF THE SAME PATTERN IN THE SAME AREA EXTENDING OVER CONSIDERABLE 
PERIODS WILL INCUR UNNECESSARY RISKS AND OMIT ESSENTIAL OFFENSIVE 

ACTION X WHILE I'DO NOT SUGGEST HASTY MOVES BEFORE CONCENTRATION OF 
THE ADDITIONAL AIRCRAFT NOW EN ROUTE TO YOU MY 062352 IS TO BE 

INTERPRETED AS REQUIRING A STRONG AND COMPREHENSIVE OFFENSIVE TO HE 
LAUNCHED SOON AGAINST EXPOSED ENEMY NAVAL FORCES AND THE POSITIONS 

HE IS NOW ESTABLISHING IN THE BISHARCKS AND SOLOMONS X YOU SHOULD 
OPERATE AIR AS MAY BE APPROPRIATE FROM BASES EITHER IN THE ISLANDS OR 

ON THE CONTINENT X REQUEST COOPERATION FROM MAJOR GENERAL BARNES IN 
THE EVENT YOUR AIRCRAFT BASE ON CONTINENT I CINCPAC PASS TO ADMINIS¬ 
TRATIVE OFFICE OF COMANZAC ON CHICAGO XX IN VIEW OF EXTENDED DELAY IN 
ARRIVAL OF ARMY TROOPS IN NEV CALEDONIA IT SEEMS PROBABLE TASK FORCE 

ELEVEN WILL REMAIN ANZAC AREA FOR SOME Y.XEKS WITH CORRESPONDING 
OPPORTUNITIES FOR CO!!TINUING OFFENSIVE ACTION X CINCPAC ARRANGE 
ADEQUATE LOGISTIC SUPPORT INCLUDING AMMUNITION REPLACEMENTS BOTH ARMY 
AND NAVY 

fi l i _ _ _ ■ 

A * i' > [ r \ i*. 

v J. J ... J 



M»k- ocir 


37 »40 


TADCJCMLi 

- iUr"Otolft,i 

Sealed 


30 
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NAVAL MESSAGE 


NAVY OEPARTMtp 


OR AFTER EXTENSION NUMBER 

AOORESSEES 

PRECEDENCE 

FROM * COltlSCH A* 

FOR ACTION 

CIKCPAC 

OP OP OP OP OP 

PRIORITY 

RELEASED IT _ADMIRAL 

n» T r FEBRUART 14. 1942 U ^ 

C0KAI2A0 

ROUTINE 

DEFERRED 

- f 

TOR CODEROOM 

z 

o 

COMTASKFOR 11 (FAC) 

0* o?„,W?T*» OP 

v 

DCCOOfO BY 

►“ 

2 

ec 

o 

CpVXt (IT HARD TO 0.1.0. 

/ r ~ 

\» . 

) ROUTINE 

TA 

PARAPHRASED BY 

z 

OEFERREO 


INDICATE IT ASTERISK AOORESSEES FOR WHICH MAIL DELIVERY IS SATISFACTORY. 


141836 • - 


UNLESS OTHERWISE INDICATED THIS DISPATCH Will »E TRANSMITTED WITH DEFERRED PRECE DENCE 


0RI6INAT0R FILL IN DATE ANO TIME 


DATE 


TIME 


CCT 


text 


FLAG OFFICERS' CIPHER - AIDAC 


COMAXZAC FOURTHS ZXHO THREE FOHTTFOUh£j>IHXCT TIC* ADMIRAL BBOWN OOMMAEDHO PACIFIC 
FLEET TASK FORCE ZLXTXH TAKE IMMEDIATE CHARGE All. FATAL OPERATIOES HQRTHERB AFLAC 


awe PREMISED 01 NT 3&BA SIX THENTTTHREE FIXTTTVO THIS TO IICLUDB ADSTEA1IAS SqpADROE 
WHICH WILL BE 01 TEH APPROPRIATE ORDERS BT COMAE LAC FORCE AT QHC* PARA TIC* ADMIRAL 


BROWS TAKE BOTE WOT OHLT OF XT ZERO SIX TWEHTTTHREE FIYTT TWO EOT ALSO XT TWELTX 
TWEHTTTWO HUHDRED PARA OOMAHZAC C0WTIHU1 TO PRXS8 AIR OOOPERATIO* PARA CIICPAC KEEP 


BROWS FOLLT INFORMED AS TO AMERICAS AIR. SUPPORT AHD ESflOT IITELLEOEHCI 


rc*j 



SEALED SECRFF 


Mah* oriflnal oala. Dallaar to aoa^unleatian .atah o.aar In paraon. (Saa Arl. IP <P> NAVHEI.S.) 
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151830 


UNIESS OTHERWISE IH01CATC0 THIS 0ISP4TCH Will It TfUNSMITTf 0 WITH OEFERRCO mCEOCNCt 


ORIGINATOR EIU IN 04TC *H0 TIME 
TEH 


DATE 


TIME 


GCT 


-s 


core CIPHER — XIDie 

THIRTY SEVXNTim FORTY DEOEKBER IS TO BE CONSIDERED AMPLIFIED BT KT ZERO MB 
rEN7YTWO FORTYTIVX FEBHUARY IB THAT OCCXSIOHAL ATTACXS OB MANDATES ARE 9I0TI COYER 


UNQUOTE FOR THE HAWAII SASH MIDWAY LIBX AND THAT OPSRATIOHS IB THE AREA WEST ABD 
HORTHWEST OT FIJI ABD SAMOA ARE QJJOTE COYER UNCJJOTE FOR THE HAWAII DASH SAMOA DASH 


FIJI LIBS PARA WHILE OUR RETENT I OH OF HAW All AH ISLANDS REMAINS HIGHEST PRIORITY ACTUAL 
OPERATIONS OF PACIFIC FLEET MUST TO LARGE EXTENT BS PRIM I SID OH RELATIVE LOCATION OF 


ACTUAL THREATS CREATED BY SHEKY OFFENSIVE OPERAT IONS X WITH HIS PHESEHT COMMITMENTS 
IB FAR EAST ENEMY MAJOR OPERATION TO SEIZE OAHU (b5w\APPEARS IMPRACTICA BLE^! CURRENT 

k 

OPSRATIOHS OF PACIFIC FLEET BECAUSE OF EXISTING THREAT SHOULD BE DIRECTED TOWARD 
PREVENTING FURTHER ADVANCE OF ENEMY LAND AIRPLANE BASS DEVELOPMENT IN THE DIRECTION 


OF SUVA ABD NOUMEA ABD JO DIVERSION ABD DESTRUCTION OF ENEMY FORCES BT O CCAS IONAL 
RAIDS ON HAHDATE ISLANDS PAPA YOUR TWELVE ZERO THREE ZERO SEVEN AND THIRTEEN ZERO 

FOUR ZERO FIVE FUR T HER CONSIDERATION OF CURRENT DEVELOPMENTS APPEAR TO MATE IT ADVIS¬ 
ABLE THAT EITHER HALSEY OR FLETCHER SHOULD PROCEED TOWARDS CBJTEAL POSITION INDICATED 


BY CARTON 


ISLAND AREA ABD THENCE AS CIRCUMSTANCES REQUIRE 


SEALED 



Make original only. Deliver to communication watch oScer in person. (See Art. 7* (4) NAVRKGS.) 
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NAVAL MESSAGE 



NAVY OEPARTMT 


EXTENSION NUMBER ADDRESSEES PRECEDENCE 


FROM 

COMINCH 

Z 


p p p p i 

RELEASED BY 

ADMIRAL XING 

u 

ac. 

CIKCPAC 

ROUTINE 

DATE 

.LARCH 19.1942, 

O 

w 


DEFERRED 

TOR CODEROOM 

Z 

o 


PRIORITY 

OECODED BY 


*- 

w 

x 


ROUTINE 



z 


DEFERRED 

PARAPHRASED BY 





INDICATE IT ASTERISK AOORESSECS TOR WHICH MAIL OEUVERY IS SATISFACTORY. 


191905 

UNLESS OTHERWISE INDICATED THIS OISPATCH WILL BE TRANSMITTED WITH DEFERRED PRICEOENCE 

—— —■ — - ■ T ' — ■ ■ ■ r ■■ ' . —— ■ , ■ -- -■ miwT.fi- -| — - - - 1 . 

ORIGINATOR Fig-Ill PATE ANO TIME_ DATE _ _TIME GCT 


TEn 

C IN C CIPHER 


PR03ALE ENEMY PRESSURE ON BRITISH IN INDIAN OCEAN DURING NEXT TEW VE'XS UNTIL THEY 
CAN GET SET REQUIRES APPROPRIATE ACTIVITY ON OUR PART TO HOLD EN2MY NAVAL FORCES IN 

PACIFIC PARA COMMENT ON OPERATING SUITABLE FORCE INCLUDING AVAILABLE BATTLESHIPS 
BASED ON PEARL FOR ESSENTIAL FORCE EXERCISES FOLLOWED BY APPROPRIATE OPERATIONS 


o 



0973 



Mak« original oal j. Ddiver to eon n unicat ion watch officer in person. (See Art. 7* (4) N A VREGS.) 
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NAVAL MESSAGE 



NAVY DEPAATM( 


DRAFTER 

EXTENSION NIIMIER 

AOORESSEES 

PRECEDENCE 

from COMIHCH 

z 

cucpac 

P P P*P«PfP P P 



- 

V 

ROUTINE 

DATE MARCH " 27 . 19 A 2 

o 

w 

• 

DEFERRED 

TOR CODEROOM 

Z 

o 


PRIORITY 

OECODEO BY 

* 

g 


ROUTINE 

PARAPHRASED IY 

z 


DETERRED 


INDICATE RY ASTERISK AOORESSEES FOR WHICH MAIL DELIVERY IS SATISFACTORY. 

272000 ecnuly' , 

UNLESS OTHERWISE INDICATED THIS OISPATCH Will AE TRANSMITTED WITH OEFIRREO PRECEDENCE. 

ORIGINATOR FILL IN DATE AND TIME DATE _TIME 


OCT 


TEn 


CISC CIPHER 


TOUR TWHJTYTHHEE TWEHTYONE THIRTT IUILQRAM PARi[lOT CONTEMPLATED THAT BBS SBOOLD 
COVER HALSES IN CURRENT EXPHtfTTON PARA TOUR PROPOSAL THAT BBS PROCEED WESTWARD 

AND BE JOINED HI TASK FORCE ELEVHI WHEN HALSEI NEARS OBJECTIVE APPROVED PARA I 

WILL ALLOW FLETCHER DUE TIME FOR UPKEEP BUT NOT REPEAT NOT AT SIDNEY WHICH ■mtttUkP 

INSPIRE POLITICAL DBIANDS TO KEEP HIM IN AUSTRALIAN WATERS BUT AT BLEACHER WHERE 
TOUR SERVICE FORCE DETACHMENT SHOULD SUFFICE OR ALTERNATIVELY AT AUCKLAND^] 



Zy 8 tfWMM 

SEALED SE€RE^ 
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Make original only. Deliver to communication watch officer in person. (See Art. 76 (4) NAVREGS.) 


a 7 i s ? 













































NAVAL MESSAGE 


NAVY DEPARTM' 


DRAFTER 

EXTENSION NUMBER 

ADDRESSEES 

PRECEDENCE 

FROM 

COMINCH 

r 


PRIORITY 

RELEASED BY 

ADMIRAL EDWARDS 

a— 

0 

at 

CINCPAC 

RfiSfflWTE 

OATE 

MARCH 28 . 1942 



DEFERRED 

TOR C00ER00M 

1728 / 1805 

X 

O 


PRIORITY 

DECODED BY 

CANNING / CANNING 

3E 


ROUTINE 

PARAPhRASEO BY 

la. 

z 


OEFERREO 


INDICATE BY ASTERISK AOORESSEES FOR WHICH MAIL DELIVERY IS SATISFACTORY. 

281645 CCR 1190S 


UNLESS OTHERWISE INDICATED THIS DISPATCH WILL BE TRANSMITTED WITH OEFERREO PRECEDENCE. 


ORIGINATO R TILL IN D ATE AND TI ME _DATE TIME. _^ GCT 

TEXT 


BATAAN URGENTLY NEEDS NEDICAT, SUPPLIES ABOUT ONE HUNDRED TONS 
BY VOLUME FORTY TONS BY WEIGHT WHICH WAR DEPARTMENT IS MAKING 
AVAILABLE HONOLULU FORTHWITH. EMMONS BEING ADVISED AS TO 
DETAILS. SHIP VIA SUBMARINE TO CORREGIDOR AS SOON AS MATERIAL 
IS READY. ACKNOWLEDGE. 




Make original oaiy. DeliTer to communication watch officer in person. 


(See Art. 76 (4) NAVREGS.) 
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NPM 2573 

17TH JANUARY 1942 


AC-4 


MQST-SEefter- 

COPY 

SECRET RADI00RAM 


URGENT 


AG 430.2 (1-17-42)MSC 
FROM j FT MILLS P I 


EHB/voc—1705 
JANUARY 17 1942 
316 AM 


V< 

S' 


U>jj 


TOt THE ADJUTANT GENERAL 
NO. 72 JANUARY SEVENTEENTH 

THE FOOD SITUATION HERE IS BECOMING SERIOUS STOP 
FOR SOME TIME I HAVE BEEN ON HAIF RATIONS AND THE 

RESULT ffIXJL. SOON BECOME EVIDENT IN THE EXHAUSTED 
CONDITION OF THE KEN STOP THE LIMITED GEOGRAPHICAL 

AREA WHICH I OCCUPY OFFERS NO FOOD RESOURCES STOP 
I Alt ENTIRELY DEPENDENT UPON A LINE OF SEA COMMUNICA¬ 
TIONS THE RESPONSIBILITY FOR WHICH HAS NOT BEEN UNDER 
MY CONTROL STOP IN MY RADIO NINE OF JANUARY FOUR I 


ASKED FOR BLOCKADE RUNNING SHIPS STOP NO REPLY HAS BEEN 
RECEIVED EXCEPT TO THAT FEATURE DEALING WITH A SUBMARINE 


CARRYING ANTIAIRCRAFT AMMUNITION STOP THE STRATEGIC 
PROBLEM INVOLVING AN ADVANCE FROM THE SOUTH WILL NOT 


RELIEVE THE FOOD SITUATION HERE IN TIME STOP THE RATIONS 
NECESSARY TO SUPPLY THIS COMMAND MEASURED IN SHIPS CAPA¬ 


CITY ARE SMALL INDEED STOP MANY MEDIUM SIZED OR SMALL 
SHIPS SHOULD BE LOADED WITH RATIONS AND DISPATCHED ALONG 


VARIOUS ROUTES STOP THE ENEMY BOMBER FORMATIONS ARE NO 
LONGER HERE BUT HAVE MOVED SOUTH STOP UNQUESTIONABLEY 



SHIPS CAN GET THROUGH BUT NO ATTEMPT YET SEEMS TO HAVE 
BEEN MADE ALONG THIS LINE STOP THIS SEEMS INCREDIBLE TO 

ME AND I AM HAVING INCREASING DIFFICULTY IN APPEASING 
PHILIPPINE THOUGHT ALONG THIS LINE STOP THEY CANNOT 


UNDERSTAND THE APPARENT LACK OF EFFORT TO BRING SOMETHING 
IN STOP I CANNOT OVER EMPHASIZE THE PSYCHOLOGICAL 


REACTION THAT WILL TAKE PLACE HERE UNLESS SOMETHING 
TANGIBLE IS DONE IN THIS DIRECTION STOP A REVULSION 
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EXACT INFORMATION COPY FOR ADMIRAL EDWARDS, DEPUTY CHIEF OF STAFF, U. S. FU . 















MOST SECRET- 


PAGE TWO NO. 72 JANUARY 17THE 


OF FEELING OF TREMENDOUS PROPORTIONS AGAINST AMERICA CAN BE 
EXPECTED STOP THEY CAN UNDERSTAND FAILAI RE BUT CANNOT UNDER¬ 
STAND WHY NO ATTEMPT IS BEING FADE AT RELIEF THROUGH THE 
FORWARDING OF SUPPLIES STOP THEY CONTRAST THE LACK OF EFFORT 

HERE TO THE CONCENTRATED AND SUCCESSFUL EFFORTS AGAINST A 
STRONGER BLOCKADE LINE IN THE ATLANTIC STOP THIS REACTION 

MAY EVENTUALLY APPEAR AMONG THE TROOPS STOP HUNGRY MEN ARE 
HARD TO HANDLE STOP RECOMMEND THAT THE QUESTION BE IMMEDIATELY 

TAKEN WITH GENERAL WAVELL AND THAT SIMULTANEOUS EFFORTS BE FADE 
FROM THE N E I AMD THE UNITED STATES TO GET IN THE SMAT.T. AMOUNT 

CF FOOD THAT WOULD SEE ME THROUGH STOP THE REPEATED STATEMENTS 
FROM THE UNITED STATES THAT HITLER IS TO BE DESTROYED BEFORE AN 

EFFORT IS MADE HERE IS CAUSING DISMAY STOP THE JAPANESE FORCES 
DASH AIR COMA LAND AND GROUND DASH ARE MITCH OVEREXTENDED STOP 

HIS SUCCESS TO DATE DOES NOT MEASTOE HIS OWN STRENGTH BUT THE 
WEAKNESS OF HIS OPPOSITION STOP A BLOW OR EVEN A THREATENED 

BLOW AGAINST HIM WILL ALMOST CERTAINLY BE ATTENDED WITH SOME 
SUCCESS STOP I AM PROFESSIONALLY CERTAIN THAT HIS SO CALLED 

BLOCKADE CAN EASILY BE PIERCED STOP THE ONLY THING THAT CAN 
MAKE IT REALLY EFFECTIVE IS OUR OK! PAS SI WE ACCEPTANCE OF IT 

AS A FACT STOP I REPEAT THAT IF SOMETHING IS NOT DONE TO MEET 
THE GENERAL SITUATION WHICH IS DEVELOPING THE•DISASTROUS 

RESULTS WILL BE MONUMENTAL STOP THE PROBLEMS INVOLVED CANNOT 
BE MEASURED OR SOLVED BY MERE ARMY AND NAVY STRATEGIC FORMULAS 

STOP THEY INVOLVE THE COMPREHENSIVENESS OF THE ENTIRE ORIENTAL 
PROBLEM 


MACARTHUR 


near secret 
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NAVAL MESSAGE 


NAVY DEPARTME' 


DRAFTER 


EXTENSION NIIMIER 


ADDRESSEES 


PRECEDENCE 


FROM 


CINCPAC 


RELEASED RT 


DATE 


FES 8, <9*2 


COM INCH 


ROU 


PRIORITY 
INE ROUTINE 
DEFERRED 


TOR COOEROOM 


Mg / j»tt 


COVtDEN 


PARAPHRASED IT 


COWDEN 


PRIORITY 

ROUTINE 

DEFERRED 


INOICATE IT ASTERISK AOORESSEES FOR WHICH MAIL DELIVERY IS SATISFACTORY. 

£8^239 CCR HI it 

UNLESS OTHERWISE INOICATEO THIS DISPATCH WILL BE TRANSMITTED WITH DEFERRCO PRECEDENCE. 


ORIGINATOR FILL IN OATE AND TIME 


DATE 


TIME 


TEXT 


r 

pacific fleet markedly INFERIOR in alltypes to enemy. 

CANNOT CONDUCT AGGRESSIVE ACTION PACIFIC AREA EXCEPT 
RAIDS OF HIT AND RUN CHARACTER WHICH ARE UNLIKELY TO 

RELIEVE PRESSURE SOUTHWEST PACIFIC. LOGISTIC PROBLEMS 

i upon y »eather" 

battleships‘d8es 5 nJ f rtff i-sITH F HIT 1 and E run°opIratIONS 
ANDTHEIR INDEPENDENT OR SUPPORTING USE PRECLUDED BY LACK 

air COVERAGE AND ANTISUBMARINE PROTECTION. SUCH EMPLOY¬ 
MENT CONSIDERED INADVISABLE AT PRESENT. CONTINUED 
OPERATION OP ONE OR MORE PACIFIC^LCET TASK FORCES IN 

am7aO area WILL INVOLVE DEPENDENCE UPON LOGISTIC SUPPORT 
CROU aHSiRA ILIA AND NEW ZEALAND WHICH SUPPORT APPEARS 
MINTED. SITUATION OUTLINEB OPNAV U*U5 DECEMBER AND 


COM I NCH_D I RECJ I VE T 3^^f ..5^9 I NHJLBjT ^UE^WEAKEN ING 


GCT 


CAR*IeRS G AND D FAST N FLEET T TANKERS Y |TS EFFECTIVEliES3 T F0R RC£i> 
OFFENSIVE ACTION IS LIMITED. 

r»q k cnRCE 1.1 PROCEEDING AND WILL BE AUGMENTED BY 
IfiocAPFFORPES AS DIRECTED. SIX PATROL PLANES AND CUR- 

TI3S PROCEEDING SUVA. SITUATION HAWAII STILL SUBSTAN- 


17 1*7 


Make original only. Deliver to communication watch oBicer in per»on. (See Art. 7 « ( 4 ) N AV Rfvf.S.) 
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NAVAL MESSAGE 



DRAFTER EXTENSION NUMBER ADDRESSEES PRECEDENCE 


FROM 

RELEASED BY 

DATE 

z 

o 

u 

oc 

o 

Aw. 


PRIORITY 

ROUTINE 

DEFERREO 

TOR CODCROOM 

z 

o 


PRIORITY 


p— 




Z 


ROUTINE 

OCCOOtO BY 

o 




z 


DEFERRED 

PARAPHRASED BY 



— 


INDICATE (T ASTERISK AOORESSEES FOR WHICH MAIL DELIVERY IS SATISFACTORY. 


*8^239 PAGE 2 OF 2 


UNLESS OTHERWISE INDICATED THIS DISPATCH WILL BE TRANSMITTED WITH OEFERRED PRLCEOENCL 


ORIGINATOR FILL IN DATE AND TIME DATE _TIME_GCT 


TEXT 

TIALLY AS OUTLINED OPNAV 17^115 DECEMBER HENCE CONSIDER 
RETENTION ARMY BOMBERS HERE VITAL NECESSITY. TASK 
FORCES 8 AND 1.7 REFUELING REPAIRING PREPARATORY 

FOR SEA IN ABOUT 5 DAYS. TASKS TENTATIVELY ONE FORCE 
PROJECTED TOWARD SUVA OTHER IN RESERVE PEARL. 



F-i.ACTION. 




Make original only. Deliver to communication watch officer in peraon. (See Art. 76 (4) N AVRECS.) 
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NAVAL MESSAGE 


NAVY DEPAR ENT 


ORAFTER 

EXTENSION NUMBER 

ADDRESSEES 

PRECEDENCE 


FROM CINCPAC 

x 


• PRIORITY 

RELEASED BY 

►— 

u 

■< 

«x 

COMINCH 

BQUTLkf 

ROUTINE 

DATE 12 FEB. 1942 

o 

Ate 

DEFERREO 

TOR COOCROOM 0729/08l6 

X 

o 


PRIORITY 

DECODED BY BERRY 

B— 

Z 

ec 

• 

ROUTINE 

PARAPHRASED BY BLUNT 

Ate 

St 


OEFERREO 


INDICATE IY ASTERISK AOORESSEES FOR WHICH MAIL DELIVERY IS SATISFACTORY. 


120459 CCR1498 

UNLESS OTHERWISE INDICATED THIS DISPATCH Will RE TRANSMITTED WITH DEFERRED PRE CEDENCE 

ORIGINATOR FILL IN DATE AND TIME DATE TIME _ GCT 

TEH 

CONCUR IN GENERAL YOUR 092245 X AIR SUPPORT TASKFORCE ELEVEN 
NOW SIX VICTOR PREP AND TWELVE BAKER SEVENTEENS X USE OF BB 
REPEAT BB IN SUPPORT OF RAIDS WHERE STRONG ENEMY FORCES ARE 
LIKELY TO BE ENCOUNTERED IS UNDER CONSIDERATION X AFTER CARE¬ 
FUL REVIEW OF SITUATION NOW INTEND TO EMPLOY TASK F0RC E8 BIGHT 
AND SEVENTEEN IN CORRDINATED RAIDS ON WAKE AND THE NORTHERN 

MARSHA T.T.S 




SEALED 1&ECRET 

original only- DeHrrr lo communication watch oBccr in pcraon. (S** Art. T# (4) NAVREGS.) 


















































NAVAL MESSAGE 


DRAFTER 


J^AIDACNAVY DEPARl NT 

EXTENSION NUMBER 


ADDRESSEES 


PRECEDENCE 


FROM . 


COUTASKFQR 11 


RELEASED IT _ 

date FEB 14 1942 


TOR COOEROOM 0129 / 0013 - 

OECOOED BY _ _COWDEK_ 


PARAPHRASED BY -coam 


COMANZAC FOR 


COM INCH 
CINCPAC 


OP W’OP 

ROUTINE 

DEFERREO 


OP W IT OP 

ROUTINE 

OEFERREO 


INDICATE BY ASTERISK AOORESSEES FOR WHICH MAIL DELIVERY IS SATISFACTORY. 

140022 CCR 16?5 
"A IDAC* 

UNLESS OTHERWISE INDICATED THIS OISPATCH WILL BE TRANSMITTED WITH OEFERREO PRECEDENCE. 


0RI6INAT0R FILL IN OATE AND TIME 


DATE 


TIME 


TEXT 


NT 




ASK I A PROCEED D»«5gT 8UJA INSTEAD 0 

coJmncm STOW F ° R 


"AIDAC" 


"SEALED S^fe-eRET 

f ''4- 

Make original only. Deliver to eomeiunleatlon watch officer in peraon. (See Art. 7( (4) NAVREG8.) 


gct 


COMINCH 122200 AND YOUR 1101/12 ARRIVED YESTERDAY POI 
PEACH REPEAT PEACH LAT. 16-56 SOUTH LONG. 172-35 EAST 

WHICH IS ALSO RENDEZVOUS WITH TAM GROUP 11.8 AT 00002/17. 
FUELING TODAY AND TOMORROW. UPON COMPLETION WIL BE 

FOURTEEN THOUSAND BARRELS SHORT OF NJNETYFIVE PERCENT 
CAPACITY. OFFICERS MY STAFF WITH COPY ? FOR YOU MY 

TASK FORCE ORDER ARE AT NANDI AND SUVA TODAY FOR NECESS¬ 
ARY INFORMAT IONAND TO COORDINATE SEARCH ALL PLANES 

BASED THERE. MY INTENTIONS HAVE BEEN TO OPERATE NORTH . 
WEST PEACH AREA SEARCHING WITH CARRIER PLANES TOWARDS 

SANTA CRUZ ISLANDS AND AREAS BEYOND 60# MILE SEARCH FROM 
SUVA. IN ABSENCE PREDICTED JAPANESE MOVE TO SOUTHEAST 

RECOMMEND COORDINATED ATTACK ON RABAUL OPERATING ALL 
AVAILABLE SHORE BASED AIRCRAFT INCLUDING BAKER SEVENTEEN 

BOMBERS AND PATROL PLANES FROM CONTINENT. ADEQUATE FUEL 
SUPPLY A GOVERNING CONSIDERATION IN OPERATIONS THIS TASK 

FORCE FOR THE PRESENT. WILL REQUIRE SIXTY THOUSAND 
BARRELS EVERY SEVEN DAYS. CINCPAC REQUESTED ORDER KASK- 

NSTEAD OF DEL IVERING CARGO AT 
ACTION COMANZAC FOR. 
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• 7197 
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NAVAL MESSAGE 


DRAFTER 


NAVY DEPARTMEP" 


EXTENSION HU MIEN 


ADDRESSEES 


PRECEDENCE 


„0« C0MTA8KF0R 11 (PAC) 

X 

URGENT 

ur B«rr" 

RELEASED IV 

i 

s 

w 

CINCPAC 

ROUTINE 

date 16 FEB. 1742 


deferred , 

TOR CODE ROOM 0152/0203 

X 

o 


PRIORITY 

OECOOEO IY 8E8WT 

>- 

■< 

X 

ac 


ROUTINE 

PARAPHRASED BY GLUNT 

Wfc. 

z 

9 

DEFERRED 


INDICATE IT ASTERISK ADORESSEES FOR WHICH MAIL DELIVERY IS SATISFACTORY. 


152225 CCR 1877 


UNLESS OTH ERWISE INDICATED THIS DISPATCH WIL L BE TRANSMITTED WITH DEFERRED PRECEDENCE^ 

TIME 


ORIGINATOR FILL IN DATE AND TIME 


DATE 


GCT 


TEXT 


AIDAC (PAS8ED BY CINCPAC TO COM INCH FOR INFQ] 

PRE8ENT INTENTION PROCEED TONARD RABAUL PASSING EASTWARD 
SANTACRUX ISLANDS AND TO DELIVER ATTACK ON RABAUL FROM 

NORTHEAST AT DAYLIGHT TIENTYONE FEBRUARY X FLAG OFFICER 
COMMANDING AUSTRALIAN SQUADRON DIRECTED TO Afll IN SUPPORT 

AND TO GIVE SABE CONDUCT TO PLATTE TO APPOINTED RENDEZVOUS 
AFTER ATTACK X ABSOLUTELY IMPERATIVE CINCPAC HOLD KASKA8KIA 

IN RESERVE AT SUVA REPEAT SUVA INSTEAD OF DISCHARING CARGO 
8AM0A X COMANZAC REQUESTED MAKE ALL ARRANGEMENTS AND ISSUE 

NECESSARY INSTRUCTIONS FOR ALL SHORE BASED PLANES TO ATTACK 
RABAUL AND GASMATA TWO HOURS AFTER SUNRISE ON TWENTYONE 

FEBRUARY AND TO REPEAT ATTACKS ON SUBSEQUENT DAYS AS CIRCUM¬ 
STANCES WARRANT X I HAVE INSTRUCTED ARMY BOMBERS PROCEED 

TOWNSVILLE VIA NOUMEA MMM LEAVING SUVA SEVENTEEN FEBRUARY 
AND PATROL PLANES WITH CURTISS TO TRANFER TO NOUMEA TO CON¬ 
DUCT DAISY SEARCH FROM THERE X PASS TO COMANZAC FORCE FROM 
COMTASKFORCE ELEVEN. 


ACTION 

F-0 


V 


SEALED SLGRET 

Mak* original only. DtHrtf to communication watch officer in per»on. (See Art. 76 (4) NAVREGS.) 


I7IIT 










































NAVAL MESSAGE 



•_NAVY DEPART^ 


DRAFTER EXTENSION NUMBER ADDRESSEES PRECEDENCE 


CINCPAO 

RELEASED IT 

ftATf 25 FEB 42 

FOR ACTION 

ALL TA8KFOROE 

CMDR8 (PAC) 

'PPfPPPP 

ROUTINE 

DEFERREO 

TOR CODE ROOM / 0448 

z 

0 

, ~ \ 

PRIORITY 

OECOOED IT AITKIN 

■< 

S 

ec 

0 

COM INCH 

ROUTINE 


z 


DEFERRED 

PARAPHRASED IT 





INDICATE IT ASTERISK ADDRESSEES FOR WHICH MAIL DELIVERY IS SATISFACTORY. 


250249 CCR-2846 

UNLESS OTHERWISE INDICATED THIS DISPATCH WILL BE TRANSMITTED WITH DEFERRED PRECEDENCE- _ 

ORIGINATOR FILL IN DATE AND TIME DATE TIME GCT 

TEXT 


FOR TA8K FORCE 8IXTEEN AFTER ATTACK ON 1AKE 
AND IF FUEL 8ITUAVI0N AND OTHER CONSIDERATIONS 
PERMIT DE8IRE RAID MARCU8 X INDICATIONS OF 
ENEMY SUBMARINE LINE SOUTHWARD MIDWAY SUGGEST 
RETURN NORTHWARD MIDWAY. 


ACTION....F-31 



SEALED SECRET 


Make original oaly. D*liT*r to comm 


mnication watch officer in perron. 


(Sor Art. TA («) NAVRECS.) 
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NAVAL MESSAGE 


NAVY DEPARTM’ ' 


DRAFTER 

EXTENSION NUMBER 

AODRESSEES 

PRECEDENCE 


FROM Mfflffl CHOP AC 

RELEASED IT 

date PWMHAIT 28,1942 

FOR ACTION 

OOMIHOH 

OTP U (LAST) 

ROUTINE 

DEFERRED 

TOR CODEROOM 111* / 1081 

z 

o 

►- 


PRIORITY 


z 


ROUTINE 

DECODED IT PdRXXfi 

o 




z 


DEFERREO 

PARAPHRASED IT BOSH 





INDICATE IT ASTERISK AOOAESSEES FOR WHICH MAIL DELIVERS IS SATISFACTORY. 


380847 001 3886 

UNLESS OTHERWISE INDICATED THIS DISPATCH WILL IE TRANSMITTED WITH DEFERRED PRECEDENCE, 

ORIGINATOR HU. IN OATE ANO TIME DATE TIME CCT 

TEXT 

THIS IS OOMAHZAC 280430 X qpOTI OOBOTO BS0W8 UUUU RXQ4KDIH0 TOTTHB ATTACKS 
SAXAUL OOTLHXD X> HIS 333214 X SIS MT 280100 X LATBST IHPOHKATIOH HDICATIS OHIT® 
STATES AIM! XXPHDITIOH SEE CALJEDOHIA PBOBABLT RJUDT PHOCUD ABOTT 18 MASOI WITH 
POSSIIIIITT son UHITS ATTIC IPAT1 THAT DAT! SLIOHTLT X AHUO «VOHI WILL U IX. 
9QB 1900HT THAT MOTWBR CHOP AC PASS THIS TO OOMIHOH AID OOMSASXPOH 11 X UHqpOTl 
X 1ST DXSPAlOH TOR OOMTASXPGX 11 CHIT X CIlOPAC QBIOIHATOS X THIS IS OOHAXSAO 
280100 AIHU88HD 0 HOP AC PCS ACTIOS OOMIHOH TOB IHPO X QJOOT1 X H TIHH LAT1ST DRI. 

li esci soogxst oohsidsatics u aim holt attacx iaxasl aua xt tab posoxs u 

AH9 IT x OHCJJOTl X OOMAHIAO MMfTMST THAT AX0T1 U PASSED TO TOO PCS HPOXMATMV 


SEALED 



ofiker in person. (See Arl. 76 (4) NAVREGS.) 
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S T 1 t T 


Make origins) omlj. Deliver to communication watch 








































NAVAL MESSAGE \ 


NAVY OEPAATM r “T 


DRAFTER inCNSION NUMRER 

ADDRESSEES 

PRECEDENCE 

from C ! NCPAC 

o 

F 

ppp PRIORITY 

RELEASED RY 

c 

8 

* 

COM 1NCH 

ROUTINE 

daye FEB 25 1942 

w. 

OEFERREO 

YOR CODE ROOM 1745/14?! _ 

S 


PRIORITY 

nrcnnrn lr C01AIDFN 

►- 

5 

g 


ROUTINE 

PARAPHRASED RY^J^tiL- 

s 


OEFERREO 


INDICATE RT ASTERISK ADDRESSEES FOR WHICH MAIL DELIVERY It SATISFACTORY. 


25120? CCR 2B71 S 

UNLESS OTHERWISE IHOtCATEO THIS OISPATCH Will It TRANSMITTED WITH OEFERREO PRECEDENCE. 

ORIGINATOR FIIL IN OATE AHO TIME DATE TIME OCT 

tot EXACT LOCATION FLETCHER BROWN SOMEWHAT ^DETERMINATE. 
FORMER PROBABLY BETWEEN CANTON ,WO Bl ICE ASA.T'NC FURTHER 
ORDERS SEE YUUF. 15163? MY 10031?. WEATHER MAY HAVE PREVENTED 
HIS FUELING AND PROBABLY - WILL FOR SEVERAL DAYS . BROVIN 
ASSUMED BETWEEN SUVA A D NEW HEBRIDES EMPTYING PLATTE. 

kaskast . a rue sjva twenty ghth and heosho e ght vapch 

LOG ST C SUFPCRT TWO TASK FORCES SUCH GREAT DISTANCE 
FROM BASE EXTREMELY PR EC AN OUS. FUEL SUFP'.Y BROWN ALONE 
REQUIRES CONTINUOUS OPERATION THREE CIMARRON CLASS. SINKING 
ONE TANKER IjJLD SER VJSu'r JEOPARDIZE PO c • T SHIPS. 

LIMITED AMMUNITION REPLACEMENTS (N D0B8»N ENRCUTE ABILITY 
TJ SUPPLY LARGE AMM'JN TI ON OR PLANE REPLACEMENTS DOUBTFUL ’. 

FOOD ENRCUTE IN BRIDGE. 

YOUR 062352 , 122200. AMD 1413R5 VARIOUS RECENT DISPATCHES 
BY LEARY AND BROWN INDICATE TO ME THERE IS GRAVE UNCEPTAIfTY 
AS TO JUST WHO WILL MaKE VITAL DECISIONS AT PRESENT TIKE 

SEALE O'"'SECRET , 

y.t. .rifiul mIf- OiUnr t. (NiaulallM watch oBcar la R.raaa (Saa Art. Yl (4) NAVREGS.) U 4 































NAVAL MESSAGE NAVY OEPARTM' T 



INDICATE IT UTEMSK ROORCSSECS fOI WHICH Mill DCUVEIV IS SATISFACTORY. 


(PALE £ OF UJ 


UHLfSS OTHERWISE INOICATCO THIS OISMTCH Will It TRANSMITTED WITH 
ATOR rill IN DATE AH 


DATE 


CCT 


TEXT 


ANY wUESTiON AS TO COMMAND RELATIONSHIP SHOULD BE 
PROMPTLY CLEARED. 

T KF0R2E li 2iL‘2 l '■ AND CL <ANZAC u. L; i, 1 AND 

1 


FUELING IF Y'JU sc REQUIRE. BOTH HE AND BRuWM WOULD 
<AVE TO FULL AHA I f B- FjRE a DV aMC INO- PAR to iOFTHUFST- 
NARD ut rsfis » TJAT ON t Vi SATES DESIRABILITY 
* ITROR/JAl AT ..EAST _ ■_ Fl-CE FRl ! TH'T AREA :\l HEAR 
UTURE. 


I 


*L "7CHER JO 


„■£ ;d p’ r : r -;c 7L: 


T. : r BF I • ECTET . ID Ra-. JL A • E A ..FILE LEARY ..RR/.flGDS 
FUR MAC!MINI SHORE BASED A R SUPPORT. 


O SEALED SE CRET 


IM IT 


Malt* orifiul Mlf. D*Urtr to 


limitation watch oBcar ia paraon. (Sw Art. TR («> NAVRECS.) 
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NAVAL MESSAGE , NAVY DEPART? T 


DRAFTER EXTENSION NUMBER 

AODRESSEES 

PRECEDENCE 

FROM C 1 NCPAC _____ 

Z 

o 

B— 

a 

ac 


PRIORITY 

RELEASED «Y 

COM INCH 

D C D 

om 26 FEB 42 

w 


DEFERRED 

ms cnnraooM 1006; 0815 

X 

o 


PRIORITY 

DECODED BY PITKIN 

B- 

Z 

ac 

t 

ROUTINE 

PARAPHRASED BY 

X 


DEFERRED 


indicate by asterisk AOOAESSEES for WHICH mail delivery is satisfactory. 


26(8325 CCR-2951 

UNLESS OTHERWISE INDICATED THIS DISPATCH WILL BE TRANSMITTED WITH DEFERRED PRECEDENCE. _ 

ORIGINATOR FILL IN DATE AHO TIME ^ DATE TIME 

TEIT 

ORDERS FOR TASK FORCES UNCHANGED PENDING RECEIPT YOUR 
REPLY TO MY 251209 X WEATHER IMPROVED AT CANTON AND 
HOPEFUL REPORT AS TO REFLOATING TAYLOR RECEIVED BUT 
TOWING TO PEARL PROBABLY NECESSARY X JAPARA HAS 
ARRIVED CANTON ALSO FOR UNLOADING X ROBIN WITH 
ADDITIONAL BARGES TO EXPEDITE FUTURE DISEMBARKATION 
LEFT HERE YESTERDAY X TWO SUBS BY ROGER DOG FOX 
SOUTHWEST OF KAUAI. 

ACTION_ F-OV 



Make original only. Delirer to communication watch officer in per.on. 


(See Art. 76 <«> NAVREF.S.) 










































NAVAL MESSAGE 


NAVY OEPARTMET* T 


DRAFTER EXTENSION NUMBER 

ADDRESSEES 

PRECEDENCE 

FROM ft 1 NftP Aft 

* 


PRIORITY 

RELEASED BY 

a 

MC 

COM INCH 

RRRH T,Nt 

DATE P'5 UADAU . « 

o 

u. 

DEFERRED 

TOR COOFROOM ft a a 

z 

o 


PRIORITY 

DFCODFD BY T 1 COO 

►- 

2 

oe 


ROUTINE 

11EKW 

PARAPHRASED BY 

X 


DEFERREO 


INDICATE IT ASTERISK AOOACSSEES FOR WHICH MAIL DELIVERY IS SATISFACTORY. 


222157 CCK 5557A 

UNLESS OTHERWISE INDICATED THIS DISPATCH WILL RE TRANSMITTED WITH DEFERRED PRECEDE NCE. 

0RI6INAT0R FILL IN DATE ANO TIME DATE TIME CCT 

t text 

IN VIE* OPERATIONAL TRENDS PLAN TO ORDER PYE VIA 
FIRST AVAILABLE TRANSPORTATION TO TASKFORCE ONE 
BROWN TO AMPHIBI0U8 FORCE WITH FITCH RELIEVING 
BROWN IN TASKFORCE ELEVEN 


C* 

C 



SEALED StGRET- 

Niki original «alf. Mlvtr to communication watch officer In person. (Sit Art. 7# (4) NAVRBC8.) 


• T I S T 
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NAVAL 'MESSAGE 


NAVY DEPARTMENT 


DRAFTER EXTENSION NUMBER AOORESSEE- PRECEDENCE 


- RADIO CAVITE 

RELEASED BY 

TOR ACTION 

RADIO VASHN 

ppp^RIORITY 

ROUTINE 

DEFERREO 

OATE Od UABnu AAAd 

"•fwlLI* A J ^V 

TOR CODIROOM 1400^ 

OECOOCO BY /SLADE 

Z 

o 

•t 

Z 

oc 

o 

sc 


PRIORITY 

ROUTINE 

DEFERRED 

PARAPHRASED BY 


INDICATE BY ASTERISK ADORESSEES EOR WHICH MAIL DELIVERY IS SATISFACTORY. 


3 00940 CCR 7284AS 

UNLESS OTHERWISE INQICAtEO THIS DISPAtCH Will BE TRANSMITTED WITH OEIERRFO PRICEDFNCI __ 

OR IGINATOR HU IN DATE AN D TI ME _^ DA TE _ TIM E OC T 

THIS IS FOR COMINCH TO BE DELIVERED TO GENERAL MARSHALL X 
MANILA BAY APPROACHES EFFECTIVELY BLOCKADED BY ENEMY SURFACE 
VES8EL3 PREVENTING ENTRANCE OUR SUPPLY VESSEL8 FROM 80UTHERN 
ISLAND8 STOP FOOD, ANTIAIRCRAFT AMMUNITION «|TH MECHANICAL 
FU8E, FUEL OIL AND GA80LINE SITUATION REQUIRE8 EMERGENCY 
MEASURE8 8T0P REQUEST ASSIGNMENT OF AT LEAST T«0 SUBMARINES 
ADAPTABLE TO CARGO CARRYING OPERATIONS (ARGONAUT OR NARNHAL 
CLASS) TO BRING THE ABOVE 8UPPLIES FROM HAVA11 AND REMAIN 
THIS AREA TO BRING IN FOOD AND FUEL FROM 80UTHERN ISLANDS 
8T0P I MAKE THI8 SEEMINGLY EXTRAVAGANT REQUE8T IN VI IV OF 
YOUR INVITATION TO TELL YOU FRANKLY VHAT MY REQUIREMENTS ARE 
STOP VHEN MAY I EXPECT THE 81X CONVERTED DESTROYERS CARRYING 


SUPPLIES FROM THE STATES TO ARRIVE OFF THE NORTHERN COAST 
LUZON STOP I VILL ENDEAVOR TO PROVIDE AERIAL PROTECTION AS 
FAR TO 8EA AS 18 P088IBLE 8T0P I URGENTLY RECOMMEND THAT 

(SHEET 1 OF 2) 

SEALED 


OF 



Mske original only. Deliver to communication watch officer in person. (See Art. 76 (4) NAV KFX<>.) 
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NAVAL MESSAGE 


O 


o 


DRAFTER 


EXTENSION NUMBER 


NAVY DEPARTMEN T 
ADDRESSEES 


PRECEDENCE 


FROM 

RELEASED BY 

DATE 

FOR ACTION 

\ 

PRIORITY 

ROUTINE 

DEFERRED 

TOR CODEROOM 

X 

o 


PRIORITY 


►- 




z 


ROUTINE 

DECODED BY 

o 




at 


DEFERRED 

PARAPHRASED BY 





INDICATE BY ASTERISK AOORESSEES FOR WHICH MAIL DELIVERY IS SATISFACTORY. 

RADIO CAVITE 3##)4# CCR 7284AS 


UN LESS OTHERWISE INDICATED THIS DISPATCH WILL BE TRANSMITT ED WITH D £ F ER REO PR LCEOENCL 

TIME 


DATE 


ORIGINATOR FILL IN DATE AHO TIME 
TEXT 

(SHEET 2 OF 2) 

ORDERS SE SENT FROM WASHINGTON DIVERTING THREE SUBMARINES 
NOV OPERATING IN ADJACENT WATERS FROM PRESENT MI88I0NS TO 
THE TA8K OF BREAKING BLOCKADE IN PHILIPPINE WATERS AND THEN 
TO TRANSPORT URGENTLY NEEDED SUPPLIES FROM CEBU 8T0P I HAVE 
MADE THI8 SAME REQUEST OF MACARTHUR BUT DO NOT KNOW THAT HE 
WILL FEEL THAT HE CAN SPARE THESE SUBMARINES FROM THEIR 
PRESENT MISSIONS WHICH SEEMS TO BE ATTACK OF ENEMY SHIPPING 
IN GENERAL, IN VIEW OF PRESSURE THAT WILL UNDOUBTEDLY BE 
BROUGHT ON HIM BY UNITED NATIONS AND NAVY REPRESENTATIVES 
TO USE NI8 AVAILABLE MEANS FOR THE GOOD OF THE WHOLE RATHER 
THAN FOR THE PHILIPPINES IN PARTICULAR SIGNED SAINVRIGHT 


GCT 


O 


SEALED 


Make original aaly. DaUver to communication watch oBeer In peraon. (S«» Art. T# (4) NAVREGS.) 
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